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ONLY AVAILABLE DIRECT

The revolutionary Brennan JB7 
will change the way you listen to 

your CD collection - forever!

Store, browse and play up to 5000 CDs* - at the touch of a button!

Built-in hard drive - One simple button Album and track Combines tracks in No bigger than Find the music
loading each CD takes will play your entire names are ways you would an average you want to hear
JUST 3 - 4 MINUTES! collection at random! automatically added! never dream of! hardback book! in SECONDS!

* VOTED 'BEST BUY' BY GRAMOPHONE MAGAZINE, WHAT HI-FI & SUNDAY TIMES *

How many CD's do you own and never play? Think of the money they cost, the space they take up.

Well, now thanks to one man's brilliant invention, you'll find yourself listening and falling in love with 
your music collection all over again.

"At last I can get rid of the racks 
of CDs in my living room" 

"Quite honestly it's the best thing 
I've bought in years!"

No more clutter, no more hassle, just every album you've collected over the years, every favourite 
track - instantly available at the touch of a button. All from something no bigger than a hardback 
book. The Brennan JB7 will even pick your music for you and play it back in a combination that will 
surprise, entertain, amuse and even move you in a way you would never have imagined'

Massive CD 
database on the 
Brennan JB7's 
hard drive 
contains the titles 
of 2.4 million 
albums including 
their track names.

• PUT AN END TO YOUR CD CLUTTER
• GAIN VALUABLE SHELF SPACE
e ALL OF YOUR MUSIC AT THE TOUCH OF A BUTTON
e PERFECT FOR ENTERTAINING OR RELAXING TO
• CONTROL FROM YOUR ARMCHAIR
• COMPILE PLAYLISTS QUICKLY AND EASILY 
e TAKE ADVANTAGE OF CHEAP CD PRICES

The face behind the Brennan JB7

Additional features: O Seven rainbow colour coded playlists
O Segue function blends one track into the next O One touch record 
from vinyl, cassette or radio O Use it with existing hi-fi or on its own
O Plays MP3 downloads - future proof O Credit card size remote control

Buy it, load it, play it and if you still don't love it - 

WE'LL GIVE YOU YOUR MONEY BACK!
If the Brennan JB7 isn't right for you - gives us a call and we will 
arrange to come and collect it and give you a full refund - we can 
even arrange collection from a place of work.

Martin Brennan has worked with 
Sir Clive Sinclair and Sir Alan Sugar 
and has designed over 20 silicon 
chips in his career. Ever since CDs 
were invented Martin longed for a 

CD player that would hold his entire 
disorganised CD collection.

He wanted something as simple to 
use as a light switch but at the same 
time something that would let him 

find a particular track without 
leaving his armchair.

I n 2006 the record companies said unequivocally that 
they are happy for you to load your own CDs onto a hard 
disk but the Advertising Standards Authority have asked 
us to tell you that it is unlawful to copy material without

There really is nothing quite like the revolutionary Brennan JB7 for the price. 
Re-connect with your music TODAY!

ONLY AVAILABLE DIRECT. to order visit www.brennan.co.uk

the permission of the copyright holder.

brennan

http://www.brennan.co.uk


INTRODUCTION

Hifi Choice
PASSION FOR SOUND

YOUR EXPERTS
PAUL MESSENGER
EXPERTISE: SPEAKERS
PAUL is the UK's foremost expert on 
loudspeakers. Having worked as a speaker 
designer and reviewer for over 30 years 
Paul is internationally recognised for his 
ability to assess loudspeaker performance, 
and report on developments in the Aeld.

We come. .. 

www.hifichoice.co.uk Issue No. 352 Awards 2011

JIMMY HUGHES
EXPERTISE: SYSTEM OPTIMISATION
JIMMY has been involved in hi-fi for over 
40 years. His knowledge of tweaking and 
optimising systems is unrivalled in the hi-A 
industry and he brings enormous expertise 
to the pages of Hi-Fi Choice. If anyone can 
help you improve your set-up, it's him.

RICHARD BLACK
EXPERTISE: TECHNOLOGY
RICHARD writes exclusively for HFC and 
brings his experience as a successful 
musician and recording engineer to the 
title. As Technical Consultant, he's our 
authority on tech testing, ensuring that 
our verdicts are beyond compare.

ED SELLEY
EXPERTISE: TROUBLESHOOT!NG
ED has spent the best part of a decade 
selling, developing and supporting 
products from some of the biggest names 
in audio. As HFC's troubleshooter, he is on 
hand to help you answer your questions 
and help you create that perfect system.

NIGEL WILLIAMSON 
EXPERTISE: MUSIC
NIGEL has been writing for The Times for 
more than 25 years and has written for 
various titles including Uncut, Billboard and 
Songlines. A Mercury Music Prize judge for 
Ave years, Nigel has written books on Bob 
Dylan, Neil Young and the Blues.

The Hi-Fi Choice Awards are 
without equal in the hi-fi press. * £

9 We painstakingly pour over 13
" issues' worth of subjective

' reviews, technical data and Blind- 
/ Listening Group Tests to create a

shortlist of award-worthy products. Then, in 
consultation with our panel of experts, over a 
number of weeks we calculate our list of 
winners. No other magazines review process is 
as exhaustive as ours, so you can be confident 
that the products you'll discover on the 
following pages are of the upmost quality.
Elsewhere in the issue we have two classy 

scoops: the first in-depth review of Bowers and 
Wilkins' new PM1 standmount; plus the world's 
first review of Naim's new cut-price music 
streamer, the NDX5. We're also the first magazine 
to bring you all the news and product releases 
from this year's Whittlebury Hall show. We 
hope you enjoy it and thanks for sticking with 
the UK's only growing hi-fi mag.

JASON KENNEDY
EXPERTISE: TURNTABLES
JASON edited Hi-Fi Choice through the 
Brit-pop era and relinquished the helm 
after 17 years on the title. A hi-A addict 
since his twenties, Jason fell for the beauty 
of vinyl and has never looked back. He's 
here to help you get the best from your LPs.

Dan George Editor
dan.george@futurenet.com

m " 7 VP- WU STREET,
' ' ■ ■ . NWI 6NW +44 - 7042 4000

MALCOLM STEWARD
EXPERTISE: EMERGING TECH
MALCOLM is a legend in hi-A magazine 
circles. A former editor of Hi-Fi Review, he 
was one of the best known and most 
outspoken reviewers of the 1980s and 
1990s. He now writes exclusively for Hi-Fi 
Choice and he loves being 'back'.

Subscribe: www.myfavou  ritemagazi^^^^k^^M^848^2852^(p32)
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web site:

www.jordanacoustics.co. uk

range ► free parking ► 0% flexible finance

EISA.
AWARD.'

Best 
Product 
2011-2012

HIGH-END AUDIO
300i

European 
High-End Audio 
2011-2012 - 
Nagra 300i
Celebrating its 50th 
anniversary Swiss company 
Nagra, famous for its 
precision audio engineering, 
has introduced a hybrid tube 
amp that breathes new life 
into the classic 3008 triode 
valve. With solid-state 
input and bias adjustment 
combined with a parallel pair 
of 3008 direct-heated power 
triodes, the 300i amplifier 
offers a sweet 2x20W 
output - perfect for high 
sensitivity loudspeakers. 
This modern classic employs 
the finest custom-made 
transformers, matching 
the 300i to 15 through to 
4ohm speaker designs. The 
amplifier's compact design 
is instantly recognisable 
as part of the Nagra family 
of high-end components 
- beautiful to behold, 
delicious to hear.

A fl

VOLUME

60
YEARS
OF INNOVATION

1951-2011
MAGRA
KUOELSKI GROUP

Complete Nagra Range available from Jordan Acoustics. Call to find out more.

http://www.jordanacoustics.co


bournemouth showroom
telephone:

01202 911 886
e-mail: bournemouth@jordanacoustics.co.uk

address: Unit 2 - The Old Cart Building, Parley Court 
Barns, Parley Creen Lane, Hurn, Bournemouth, BH23 6BB
Open: Tuesday - Saturday. Closed Monday.

glenrothes showroom
telephone:

01592 744 779
e-mail: glenrothes@jordanacoustics.co.uk 

address: 20-22 Cadham Centre, Glenrothes 
Fife, KY76RU
Open: Monday - Friday. Closed Saturday.

Don't forget 
to follow
JordanAcoustics
on

part exchange* ► large selection of used items ► home demonstrations*

With the Geometry Series, only the 
artist who composed the music and the 
musicians that interpreted it will be 
present at the event...

The all new Geometry Series from Wilson Benesch pays homage to 
the importance of geometry in all good design. With the Geometry 
Series Wilson Benesch applies these principles, with passion, to 
Acoustic Engineering.

The Geometry Series aspires to be the evolutionary development 
of the time tested Odyssey Series that is now in its tenth year.This 
collection provides the summation of many years of considered 
thought and re-evaluation, encouraged in part. by new technologies 
and new manufacturing capabilities.

NEW Vertex
6!J wi!si>h &ewsch

The Vertex is a 2-way highly optimised 
advanced materials technology stand 
mounted loudspeaker. Unlike many 
stand mounted designs, the Vertex and 
its stand, work in harmony to attain 
structural integrity, vital to the control of 
key components. Mounted with high tensile 
bolts, the speaker and stand become one.

NEW Vector

The Vector is a 2.5 way, highly 
optimised, advanced materials 
technology, floorstanding loudspeaker. 
Thanks to the cleverly engineered 
A.C.l monocoque I poly alloy shell 
structure, complex bracing is no longer 
accepted as a design compromise. The 
shell design delivers huge amounts of 
air volume, despite its small external 
surface area, which is another key factor 
in the success of this superior design.

qeornetrCf eeree
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130 _ The back page
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BUYER'S GUIDE

107 Britain's most 
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Audiofile
All the latest news and views from the hi-fi industry

Point of 
Reference
New Acoustic Energy Reference standmounts finally available more 
than eighteen months after their 2010 Bristol show unveiling
PRICE: £1,495-£1,995
AVAILABLE: NOW
CONTACT: 01285 654432
WEB: ACOUSTIC-ENERGY.CO.UK

Acoustic Energy can’t be 
accused of rushing the launch 
of its new Reference series. We 
got our first look at the two models 

seen here at the Bristol show in 2010, 
but it is only now, almost eighteen 
months later, that the finished versions 
are ready to go on sale.

The Reference One and larger 
Reference Two take their inspiration 
from the original AE1 and AE2 designs 
from the 1980s. The technology that 
went into the originals has been 
systematically updated for the 21st

The result is wide bandwidth with 
exceptionally low colouration
Century. As such, where the originals 
made use of braced metal plates to 
ensure adequate damping, the new 
models use a rather more sophisticated 
proprietary laminate of MDF and a 
composite rubber layer to achieve the 
same damping with much-reduced 
internal reflections. This is coupled 
with internal bracing to, ‘set new 
standards for acoustic integrity.’

The drivers used in the Reference 
series are said to be improved over the 
original designs. The ‘Ring Radiator’ 

tweeter has been developed in 
conjunction with Vifa Audio in 
Denmark. The resulting unit boasts 
a higher specification motor and 
innovative copper-shortening rings 
to reduce distortion. Acoustic Energy 
says the result is wide bandwidth with 
exceptionally low colouration.

The main driver is a further 
development of the classic alloy cone 
with conical dust cap. This makes use 
of an oversize magnet and dual­
wound alloy voice coils. This is then 
surrounded by a foam cone that

STAND UP

provides the low damping necessary 
to produce low bass and precision 
articulation. To obtain best results 
from this driver pairing, the crossovers 
use high-end components with very 
short signal paths and no resistors.

The £1,495 Reference One is a 
two-way standmount design, while 
the larger £1,995 Reference Two (also 
a standmount) uses a pair of mid/bass 
drivers. Both are finished in Macassar 
Ebony and are on sale now. Expect an 
exclusive review in HFC soon.

AS WITH MANY high end 
standmounts we have seen 
recently, the Reference One 
and Reference Two are 
available with a dedicated 
speaker stand. The £295 
Reference Stand is 
constructed from the same 
proprietary sandwich material 
used in the speaker cabinets. 
This should ensure a stable 
and inert platform with the 
same characteristics as the 
speakers themselves. They 
are an aesthetic match, too, 
with a slim panel of the 
Macassar veneer on the front.

8 llfiChOice AWARDS 2011 www.hifichoice.co.uk
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Twenty Year Warranty

twenty series, the next generation of beautifully elegant, 
handcrafted, British loudspeakers from PMC. Four stunning 
new mode s that reveal every; nuance. every breath, 
every elem ent that brings music to life - pure musicality

twenty^22

twenty^21

twenty-23

musicality(n.)the property of sounding like music twenty-24

Book a demonstration - see www.pmc-speakers.com

See us at. .. 222nd-^23rd ^^ober 2011

HOME ENTERTAINMENT 
MANCHESTER SHOW

OOO PfVIC:®
www.pmc-speakers.com

T +44 (0) 870 4441044
sales@promonitor.co.uk

http://www.pmc-speakers.com
http://www.pmc-speakers.com
mailto:sales@promonitor.co.uk
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In its Element
New flagship range from Totem incorporates radical technology

Totem has taken the wraps 
off its new Element range. 
A trio that includes the 
£5,600 Fire standmount, plus 

the £8,395 Earth, and the £12,125 
Metal floorstanders.

All three models make use of an 
in-house designed woofer within 
a machined chassis, as opposed to 
the more common moulded or 
stamped designs. This completely 
immerses the voice coils in a 
localised magnetic field.

The cabinets have a number of 
key features. The bottom rear of 
each floorstander features 
a skid plate that is said to 
completely isolate the rest of the 
chassis from external vibration. 
This combines with a front 'claw' 
assembly; which allows for infinite 
rake and extra adjustability. The 
cabinets are trapezoidal in shape 
and have no parallel sides in order 
to avoid standing waves.

All models are available in Dusk 
(black) and Ice (white) finishes.

PRICE: £5,600-£12,125 AVAILABLE: NOW CONTACT: +32 15 285 585
WEB: TOTEMACOUSTIC.COM

Potent Cocktail
X10 offers streaming storage and internet radio

Newcomer Cocktail Audio 
has launched the XlO, a 
one-box system that 
incorporates up to two terabytes of 

internal storage. The XlO can rip 
material directly to the hard drive 
(including FLAC) and makes use 
of a database storage system to 
display the stored material on the 
3.5-inch front panel TFT This 
information can also be displayed 
on an iPhone or Android device via 
a free app.

PRICE: £370 (1TB) AVAILABLE: NOW CONTACT: 01732 765157 WEB: SELWYNAUDIO.COM

Grand design
AKG has unveiled its 'most luxurious 
earphones ever.' The company claims 
that its £1,000 K3003 is the world's 
smallest in-ear monitor. Each earpiece 
contains one dynamic- and two balanced­
armature drivers. The positioning of the 
three drivers, says AKG, 'offers a sound 
experience similar to being centre stage 
at a live concert.' This is further enhanced 
by a series of adjustable mechanical 
filters that allows the owner to make 
adjustments to better suit their 
personal taste.

As befits a pair of earphones costing 
four figures, the K3003 is handmade in 
Austria and uses a single piece of 
stainless steel that is machined to match 
the body of the earpiece.

PRICE: £1,000 
AVAILABLE: NOW
CONTACT +31646210196
WEB: UK.AKG.COM

Lucky7
DALBY AUDIO DESIGN is a new 
UK-based outfit with a product range 
targeted squarely at the high end. Its 
07LP preamplifier is no-compromise 
design, with its zero-feedback valve 
featuring a substantial external power 
supply. Thirteen valves are employed 
and of the three line inputs, one is a 
dedicated phono stage.

The construction is Mid to be extremely 
solid with the unit boasting 30mm dark 
mahogany panels and nine-carat-gold- 
plated panels on a solid-copper sub­
chassis. The feet are carbon fibre with tri­
ceramic ball-bearing de-coupling. All 
internal wiring is point-to-point and solid 
silver. A carbon finish is also available.

PRICE: fTBC
AVAILABLE: LATE AUTUMN
CONTACT 07834 475626
WEB: DALBYAUDIODESIGN.CO.UK

www.hifichoice.co.uk AWARDS 2011 llfiCholce 11
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Bowers&Wilkins

Engineered 
for the finest 
moments

PM1 There are times when only music matters 
When you want to forget the world and simply 
lose yourself in sound. The PM1 was designed 
for these moments. Its carbon-braced tweeter, 
Kevlar bass/midrange driver and Matrix™ 
braced cabinet combine to make everything 
else seem insignificant. It might just be the 
most refined small speaker we’ve ever built.
Listen and you’ll see.

www.bowers-wilkins.co.uk/pml

http://www.bowers-wilkins.co.uk/pml
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Type-R
New range of KEF speakers sits between XQ and Reference models

K
EF has been busy of late. Not content 
with releasing the high-end Blade 
(see HFC 351), it has also unveiled 
the R Series. All models in the five-strong 

range of standmounts and floorstanders 
(supported by surround options), make use 
of a new version of the Uni-Q driver.

All the R models use a braced magnesium 
alloy cone and a vented tweeter derived 
from the Blade. This is partnered with 
a hybrid aluminium cone bass driver to 
make 'genuine audiophile standards of 
entertainment more affordable than 
ever before.'

PRICE: £600-£2,750 AVAllABLE: NOW CONTACT: 01622 672 261 WEB: KEF.COM

Could it be Majik?
LINN has been updating its Majik 
range and has revived a longstanding 
classic. The Majik lsobarik makes use 
of an isobaric driver arrangement for 
extensive bass output from a 
relatively small enclosure. The 
drivers are downward-firing and 
Linn says that the lsobarik is capable 
of genuinely omnidirectional bass 
when sited correctly.

Upper frequencies are handled by 
Linn's '2k array', which presents a 
single-point source. The speakers are 
available in a range of real-wood 
veneers and high-gloss finishes.

Linn has also announced revisions 
to its Klimax range, including a new 
version of the Dynamik power supply 
and new audio board for the Klimax OS.

PRICE: £3,500 AVAllABLE: NOW 
CONTACT: 0141 307 7777 
WEB: LINN.CO.UK

PRICE: €450 AVAllABLE: NOW CONTACT: +358 17 83 881 WEB: GENELEC.COM

Take the tube
Limited edition tube loudspeaker from Genelec

Genelec has announced a 
limited edition portable 
loudspeaker. The 6000A is 
designed to be used with computers, 

televisions and portable audio players. 
It was designed by Harri Koskinen 
and is unusual in that it is equipped 
to benefit from being used next to a 
wall or in a comer.

The 6000A features a 10-watt 
internal amplifier, remote control 
and remote input sensing for 
convenience. Only 2,000 units 
are to be made and the first 1,000 
are earmarked exclusively for the 
Japanese market, while the following 
1,000 will be available on a first-come, 
first-served basis on the website.

^ww.hifichoice.co.uk AWARDS 2011 ^Choice 13
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NEWS IN BRIEF
A selection of news-breaking 
stories on everything hi-fi Force 10

Neat Loudspeakers unveils range-topping MF10

•PURE has introduced 'listen later' to the 
£65 Classic Series II digital radio. The 
feature allows users to select a daily, 
weekly or one-off program me to record 
and listen to at a later date.
pure.com

•KLIPSCH has combined Apple AirPlay 
with its Tractix horn technology in the 
£500 Gl 7 network audio player. The 
Klipsch also works over wireless network 
and with Android Phones.
klipsch.com

Neat has been updating 
its Ultimatum range, 
replacing its flagship 
MF9 with the new MF10.

The new speaker is visibly 
similar, but is said to feature 
substantial revisions to the 
cabinet bracing and acoustic 
damping - the cabinet itself is 
constructed from slow-growing 
Scandinavian birch ply.

The same all-new tweeter 
from the earlier Ultimatum 
models is employed, along 
with the latest version of the 
Neat 168mm drive unit. Four 
of which are employed in 
isobaric arrangement for sub­
bass, while two other units are 
used for mid/bass output. All 
feature an aluminium phase 
plug for improved dispersion.

As well as the forward-firing 
drive units, the MF10 employs 
a pair of EMIT supertweeters 
on the top panel.

It's available in standard 
finishes for £15,245 and 
premium veneers for £17,080.

•SPENDOR has updated its classic 3/5R 
loudspeaker. The £850 3/5R2 is said to 
feature improved bass response from a 
140mm long-throw bass driver, paired 
with a 22mm-wide surround tweeter.
spendoraudio.com

•REVO's new £300 K2 offers DAB/ 
DAB+ and FM reception, along with 
wireles ^streaming, iPod connectivity, 
internet radio and Last.FM playback 
all from a single source.
revo.co.uk

PRICE: £15,245-£17,080 AVAILABLE: NOW CONTACT: 01833 631021 WEB: NEAT.CO.UK

DESERT ISLAND DISCS
Paul Heath, from Quadral UK retreats to his tropical paradise with four cool cuts

FUN LOVING 
CRIMINALS 
BAG OF HITS 
If ever I need a pick-me- 
up of a non-alcoholic 
nature, these guys do it 
for me with an instant 
smile. It's not serious, 
it's just smooth, fun and 
funky. A timeless joy.

JILL SCOTT
WHO IS Jill SCOTI? 
VOL l.
Something totally 
different here, offering 
fat, funky melodies and 
that distinctive voice. 
She's a must-have and 
there's a whopping 18 
tracks on there, too.

LEMON JELLY
LOST HORIZONS 
Creative, diverse to 
some extent with other 
releases, inspirational 
and slightlytrippy. The 
perfect set of tunes to 
drift off to, so let your 
worries pass you by. 
Just perfect.

Four wild horses; 
just that track alone 
is liquid gold and 
once heard, is never 
forgotten. It's a 
class act and so 
underrated, too.
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R SERIES
Nothing captures a moment or expresses a feeling like music. And the all-new 

R Series delivers a sound so pure you’ll experience it on a whole new level. 
Stunningly fluent Uni-Q® driver arrays combine with potent bass drivers to 
deliver a rich, spacious and startling sound image with superb dynamics. 

The R Series incorporates technologies from KEF’s flagship Blade loudspeakers.
And makes audiophile standards of entertainment more accessible than ever. 

How will it move you?

www.kef.com

»KEF
GP Acoustics (UK) Limited, Eccleston Road.Tovil, Maidstone, Kent, ME 15 6QR U.K. Tel: +44 (0) 1622 672261 Fax: +44 (0) 1622 750653

http://www.kef.com


SHOW REPORT
NATIONAL AUDIO SHOW 2011, WHITTLEBURY HALL

National
Audio Show
Ed Selley discovers the very latest audio 
trends from the National Audio Show 
in Whittlebury

ow in its third year, 
the National Audio 
Show atWhittlebury 
Hall is becoming a 

permanent fixture in the UK hi-fi 
show calendar.

Located within earshot of the 
Silverstone Grand Prix circuit, the 
show has a very strong emphasis 
on two-channel audio and 
while there were some notable 
absentees in terms of brands and 
distributors, there was still a wide 
variety of products on show and at 
various price points

There were also some impressive 
discounts to be had on the 
majority of equipment, and from 

the perspective of anyone looking 
to replace a unit or upgrade, the 
show offered the opportunity 
to hear some more unusual 
products.which - if they appealed 
- could have been bought there 
and then.

Combined with a large open­
plan area for smaller retailers 
to offer a variety of hi-ft-related 
stands, supports and accessories, 
there were also some interesting 
products on display - many for 
the first time.

O AUDIO NOTE OTO AND 
MEISHU SIGNATURE
Audio Note's AN-E speakers

(placed right into the corners, 
which is their preferred 
positioning) were powered 
by a new special edition 
version of the Oto SE integrated 
amplifier. This uses the same 
complement of valves as 
the standard version, but 
features upgraded transformers 
and other selected internal 
components (the Meishu 
integrated has received 
similar treatment).

Also on display was a new 
range of tonearms, each of 
which looked like excellent 
value for money. 
audionote.co.uk

O CANOR
We featured Canor electronics 
in the News pages (HFC 3 50), 
but Whittlebury was the first 
chance we have had to see them 
in the flesh. First impressions 
are very positive. The pairing of 
TP106 integrated amplifier and 
CD2 VR CD player sounded

"The show has 

a very strong 
emphasis on two- 

channel audio." 

authoritative and in control. 
The fit and finish also looks 
top notch. Canor had also 
brought one of its valve-testing 
machines, which allow the 
manufacturer to test every 
output tube rigorously 
before installation. 
canor-audio.com

O ENSEMBLE
Swiss brand Ensemble has been 
out of the UK market for a few 
years but recently returned 
with a complete system, 
including the Dirondo CD player, 
Fuoco preamp, Evivo power 
amplifiers and Natura speakers. 
Together they formed a very 
happy partnership, with one 
of the most tonally accurate 
sounds in the show. The 
brand prides itself on using 
valves in hybrid arrangements 
with solid-state components 
in order to combine the 
strengths of both.
ensembleaudio.com

O AUDEL
Audet is an Italian brand 
brought to the UK by Quadral. 
The speakers are built around 
laminated-birch sections, 
compressed and then curved
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into shape. As well as the 
CG618 standmount (available 
now), Whittlebury had the 
'exclusive' on a brand new Audet 
amplifier and speaker pairing.

The amplifier is an integrated 
design featuring two line inputs 
and 50 watts of Class D 
amplification. The speakers 
make use of a single full-range 
driver. Pricing is not yet 
confirmed, but is expected to be 
around £1,000 for the pair. 
audel.it

O JORDAN ACOUSTICS 
Jordan Acoustics took two 
separate rooms to show a wide 
variety of equipment. One room 
housed a very similar system to 
the one it demonstrated for us 
during a recent dealer visit 
(HFC348), with a Mcintosh and 
Art pairing.

I n a separate room was a 
combination of Marantz 
electronics and Wilson Benesch 
speakers. This was not a pairing 
we've run across before, but 
both brands were shown-off to 
good effect, with Marantz' 

brand ambassador Ken lshiwata 
on guru duties.
jordanacoustics.co.uk

O KUDOS CARDEA 
SUPER 10
On display in one of the two 
Kudos rooms was the new 
Super 10 standmount. Kudos 
has been looking into producing 
a special version of the C10 
monitor since launching its 
flagship Titan model, hence the 
Super 10 has now been developed.

11 makes use of the SEAS 
Crescendo tweeter from the 
Titan and new Mundorf 
components in the crossover. 
All are hand- matched for 
further quality gains. Kudos 
expects a price of around 
£3,500, which while 
not cheap, was a fair reflection 
on its excellent performance. 
kudosaudio.com

O LEEMA ELEMENTS 
STREAMER
Leema took a large room with 
systems set up on three walls to 
show off its different ranges.

The most interesting new 
product on display was a 
prototype streamer that will 
form part of the Elements range. 
Built in the same half-width 
casework as the rest of the 
range, the streamer is a 
24-bit/192kHz-capable UPnP 
device that makes use of the 
same Quattro DAC as the CD 
player and D/A convertor.

The unit will replay iPods 
and iPhones via USB and can 
even be controlled by the same 
using a third-party app. Leema 
hopes to have the unit ready 
by late autumn.
leema-acoustics.com/

O BURMESTER SERVER
Celebrating its return to the UK, 
Burmester also took a large 
room with three separate 
systems. The most important 
product on display was the new 
server, first seen at Munich.

The unit features entirely 
bespoke software, developed 
in conjunction with the original 
developers of iTunes. Storage 
is flexible and can be specified 
by the customer. One of the 
pre-ordered units has been 
requested with no less than 

six terabytes of solid-state 
storage. Price is expected to be 
in the region of 25,000 euros.
burmester.de

O JOLIDA RETURNS
Another brand celebrating a 
return to the UK market is US­
based Jolida. The full range of 
valve amplifiers and CD players 
is available and one of the more 
intriguing units was the 
diminutive FX10 integrated 
amplifier. This 10-watt design 
boasts four EL84 valves in a 
neat Perspex chassis at a very 
competitive price. The system 
on display was powered by the 
JD502BRC integrated with 
JD100 CD player and the duo 
produced a lively and 
entertaining sound with plenty 
of life and attack to it.
jolida.com

0 ROKSAN CASPIAN 
M2 POWER AMPLIFIER
Henley Designs split its displays 
between a demonstration room 
and a much larger space where 
it had more static product on 
display. The Roksan Caspian 
range is completed by the M2 
power amplifier. The 85-watt ►
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Lintone Audio 7-11 Park Lane, Tyne & Wear • Tel. 0191 4774167

Fanthorpes 6 Hepworth Arcade, Hull • Tel. 01482 223096

Moorgate Acoustics Ltd 184 Fitzwilliam Street, Sheffield • Tel. 0114 2756048

Explore your music
The Cyrus streaming platform provides the perfect solution 
for all music lovers. This new range of streaming music players 
provide you with immediate access to all of your favou rite 
tunes and albums, plus you can listen to literally thousands 
of different internet radio stations from across the wo rid; 
all in true hi-fi quality.

Purchase a Cyrus streaming music player during August and 
September to receive a free NAS drive and network switch. 
These thoughtfully chosen products will release the full 

potential of the n-remote control so you will have a host of 
options in which to browse your music, all at the 

touch of a button. Music this convenient has 
never sounded so good.

C^^LS

Buy a Cyrus Stream XP, Stream X or Streamline during August and September 
2011 and you will receive a free NAS drive and network switch. This package 
provides everything you need to play high quality music. Visit a retailer today!

Frank Harvey Hi Fi 163 Spon Street, Coventry • Tel. 02476 525200

Nottingham Hi Fi Centre 116-122 Alfreton Road, Nottingham • Tel. 0115 9786919

Audiovation 4 Cross Church Street, Huddersfield • Tel. 01484 424000

Vickers Hi Fi Ltd 8 Concorde Park, York • Tel. 01904 691600

Bartletts Hi Fi 175-177 Holloway Road, London • Tel. 0207 6072148

Sevenoaks (Holborn) 144 Grays Inn Road, London • Tel. 0207 8377540

Sevenoaks (Sevenoaks) 109-113 London Road, Kent • Tel. 01732 459555

Sevenoaks (Tunbridge Wells) 28/30 St Johns Road, Kent • Tel. 01892 531543

Sevenoaks (Witham) 1 The Grove Centre, Essex • Tel. 01376 501733

Southport Hi-Fi 8-10 Princes Street, Merseyside • Tel. 01704 536901

Did You Know
The stylish and intuitive 
n-remote is packed full of 
features including backlit keys, 
full colour screen and a motion 
sensing backlight to name 
but a few.

SOUND AND VISION 
AWARDS 2010

PRODUCT OF THE YEAR
SUMO AMM KOS
CYRUS 6 XP

k'.'i ! F-vn aya

Designed manufactured and supported in England by Cyrus. 
Cyrus sales 01480 435577 www.cyrusaudio.com

http://www.cyrusaudio.com
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design features balanced and 
unbalanced connections into 
eight ohms.

Laurence Armstrong of Henley 
was an unabashed fan of the

third party app that works. 
project-audio.cam

G VOIGT MEMORY 
CORNER HORNS

unit and was enthusiastic about 
the performance improvement 
the power amp had brought 
about in the demonstration 
room over the year before. 
We also felt that the performance 
into Audiovector speakers 
was impressive.
roksan.co.uk

Q PRO-JECT STREAMER 
Elsewhere in the Henley room 
was another 'world exclusive'. 
The Pro-Ject media streamer 
joins the impressive Box range 
of components and, in typical 
Pro-Ject fashion, offers 
impressive value for money.

The £600 unit is able to 
handle lossless and high­
resolution formats over UPnP 
and display album art and artist 
details, via the full colour 
touchscreen. No dedicated 
iPhone control exists, as yet, 
but the resourceful souls at 
Henley have already found a 

There were a number of high- 
end brands on show, but few 
items were as arresting in 
concept and execution as the 
Howes Acoustics Voigt Memory 
corner horns. Dating back 
to 1934, the latest iteration of 
the design features a Voxativ 
field coil speaker placed in a 
substantial enclosure.

Included in the basic asking 
price of £26,000 is the option 
of having the speaker supplied 
in your choice of colour and 
delivered and installed 
anywhere in the UK. Its 
performance with vocals was 
extremely impressive. 
howes-acoustics.com

0 CAYIN 500MK
Audio Sanctum was using the 
same Cayin CD-17 CD player 
and XTZ 100.49 speakers that 
featured in our Beautiful System 
(HFC 350), but was making use 
of the £3,950 Cayin 500MK 

integrated amplifier. This uses 
a quartet of distinctive-looking 
GU29 output valves for a 
healthy 75-watt output.
Cayin is certainly busy at the 
moment; at the back of the 
room were prototype high-end 
units as well as an all-new (very 
striking looking) media sever 
under development. 
cayin.com

G) STAX SR-009
Distributor Symmetry systems 
had a range of Stax electrostatic 
earspeakers on display with 
their distinctive exciters. The 
new £3,995 SR-009 is the 
flagship of the range and 
represents a clean sheet 
design, chief amongst which 
is an all-new electrostatic 
membrane. This uses 'super 
engineering plastics' to, it's 
said, perform at levels beyond 
that of preceding Stax models. 
The aluminium enclosures are 

beautifully finished and the 
performance via the SRM 007 
vacuum tube exciter (needed to 
develop the power for the 
electrostatic membranes) was 
absolutely spellbinding. 
stax.co.jp

Q HIFIMAN HEADPHONES
For those that feel that nearly 
four thousand pounds might be 
a little more than they want to 
spend on a pair of headphones, 
the Hifiman range offers very 
high levels of performance at 
more real-world pricing. Using 
an orthodynamic driver, the 
model range as a whole 
demonstrated an airy and 
spacious presentation with 
impressive reserves of bass and 
low end. Hifiman also produce a 
range of headphone amps 
designed to produce an output 
suitable for getting the best 
from the headphones. 
hifiman.us

www.hifichoice.co.uk AWARDS 2011 lifiCholce 19

roksan.co.uk
acoustics.com
cayin.com
stax.co.jp
http://www.hifichoice.co.uk


SHOW REPORT
NATIONAL AUDIO SHOW 2« WHITTLEBURY HALL

O ICON AUDIO SPEAKERS 
David Shaw of Icon was holding 
court in his very busy room, 
which thanks to the attendance 
and the fact it was also packed 
full of valves made for a 
considerably warm atmosphere.

Icon is having considerable 
success with its 'made for 
valves' loudspeakers. Using 
drivers developed for the 
purpose of high-sensitivity 
and including such esoteric 
materials as lamb's wool, 
Icon has been able to make 
designs that are more resistant 
to break up.

David is also working on a 
single-driver design that aims 
to avoid some of the limitations 
of other single-driver designs. 
iconaudio.com

G TOTEM ELEMENT METAL 
Newly arrived in the UK, 
the Totem Element Metal 
floorstanders were on 
demonstration with Simaudio 
electronics. Making use of 
some very clever technology, 
the Totem has considerable 
talents. The overall performance 
is extremely open and very 
detailed. Most impressive 
is the low-end surge 
from what is a relatively 
slender cabinet.

The Totem manage to pack a 
considerable punch in an 
elegant cabinet. We felt the 
partnership with the Simaudio 
electronics was a particularly 
effective one as well.
totemacoustic.com

0 SIMAUDIO
ANNIVESARY PRODUCTS
Next door, Simaudio's UK 
distributor Renaissance had 
the Moon 750D and 600i 
Anniversary products on 
demonstration with ProAc 
K6 floorstanders. With their 
red chassis and chrome front 
panels, the Moon units looked 
absolutely stunning.

The fit and finish also looked 
good. Renaissance has paired 
its systems with ProAc and 
Totem to demonstrate that its 
product range of Simaudio, 
Black Ravioli supports and 
Studio Connections cables 
produces systems that simply 
require you to pair them with 
the speakers of your choice. 
simaudio.com

O RAYSONIC CD128S
Near Simaudio, the new 
Raysonic CD128S was being 
given a world premiere. This 
valve-based CD player combines 
24-bit/192kHz-capable DAC 

with digital inputs and pleasing 
styling for an impressive £1,850 
asking price.

Also on display in the same 
room were Mark & Daniel 
loudspeakers. These impressive- 
sounding units are made from 
an 'artificial marble', originally 
designed for the surfaces of the 
McDonald's restaurant chain! 
raysonicaudio.com

© PRIMARE CD22 
AND A2.2
One of the most genuinely 
enjoyable sounds of the show 
came from the combination of 
the brand new Primare CD22 
and A22 components, paired 
with Elac BS243 standmounts.

It is often the case that in 
the slightly trying environment 
of a hotel room, smaller 
loudspeakers can fare better 
and this certainly was the case 
here. This very keenly priced 
trio of units had a very 
engaging sound, which simply 

encouraged you to sit and 
listen to them.

Hi-Fi Choice will be reviewing 
the duo exclusively in the next 
issue, so secure your copy now. 
primare.net

The National Audio Show still 
faces some stiff competition 
from other similar events to 
be considered the definitive UK 
show. Nonetheless it combines 
some unusual and esoteric 
products with more accessible 
and mainstream equipment.

The venue offers a large number 
of rooms with the possibility for 
further expansion in the future 
and some of the sounds we 
heard suggest that it isn't the 
sonic nightmare that some 
other hotel-based venues have 
been described as. It was also 
heartening to see how many 
products had their UK release 
here which suggests that the 
National Audio Show has some 
importance for the future. •
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“A boy’s dream has become true. I am most happy with all the sonic results...” 
A.J. van den Hui

For more on the quest for 3T, visit henleydesigns.co.uk or vandenhul.com.

The entire range of 3T cables is now available through these specialist retailers:
Acton Gate Audio (Wrexham) - 01978 364500
Analogue Seduction (Peterborough) - 01733 350878
Audio Affair (Birmingham) - 0845 869 3237
AV Distribution (Bacup, Lancs) - 01706 878444
Eric Wiley (Castleford) - 01977 556774
Hi-Fi Cables (Worthing) - 01903 210212
Hi-Fi Gear Ltd. (Gloucester) - 01452 306412
Sound Cinergy (Aldridge) - 01922 457926

Adams & Jarrett (St. Leonard On Sea) - 01424 437165
Audible Fidelity (Daventry) - 01327 301006
Audio Venue (Ealing) - 020 8567 8703
Divine Audio (Desborough, Northants) - 01536 765531
Future Shop Ltd. (Borehamwood) - 0208 9051555
Hi-Fi Sound (Stockton-on-Tees) - 0845 6019390
High-End Cable (Spalding) - 01775 761880
Unilet S&V (New Malden) - 0208 942 9567

XEB1
van den Hui is distributed in the UK by Henley Designs Ltd.

Web: www.henleydesigns.co.uk - Tel: 01235 511 166 - Email: sales@henleydesigns.co.uk

henleydesigns.co.uk
vandenhul.com
http://www.henleydesigns.co.uk
mailto:sales@henleydesigns.co.uk


The Si 3 Range -
Beauty Born of Performance e

AUDIOVECTOR

Audiovector speakers a re available through a knowledgeable dealer 
network with superlative demonstration facilities:
Acoustica (Chester, Cheshire) - 01244 344227
Analogue Seduction (Peterborough, Cambridgeshire) - 01733 350878
Aud 10 Emotion (Banbeath, Fife) - 01333 425999
PJ Hi-Fi (Guildford, Surrey) - 01483 504801
Sevenoaks Sound & Vision (Holborn branch, London) - 0207 8377540
Tavistock Audio (Tavistock, Devon) - 01822 618940

Audiovector is distributed in the UK by Henley Designs Ltd.
Web: www.henleydesigns.co.uk - Tel: 01235 511 166 - Email: sales@henleydesigns.co.uk

http://www.henleydesigns.co.uk
mailto:sales@henleydesigns.co.uk


OPINION

USB: the new high end?
As plaudits rain down on Classe's CP-800 preamp, Richard Black asks whether 
the days of one-box CD players are numbered

lasse's CP-800 digital-input preamp 
created quite a sensation with our 
reviewers in HFC 350 and 351, 
principally because its implementation 

of USB appears to trump the performance of 
even the finest stand-alone CD players. This is 
quite a turn-up given that USB has tended to 
be seen as a digital interface more about 
convenience than quality. What's going on?

Way back in HFC 318 this column 
investigated what was then (and still is) the 
commonest way of transferring digital audio 
streams using USB. In a nutshell, this involves 
the computer sending data and the DAC 
using some quite convoluted tricks to lock on 
to the data and derive a clock signal from it, 
more or less as is done in S/PDIF transmission, 
but with jitter some orders of magnitude 
worse. The fact is that it can be done 
surprisingly well and products like the 
Cambridge Audio DacMagic manage to get 
audio jitter down to just about the levels 
associated with a decent one-box player.

The big change in USB came with the 
introduction of what's called 'asynchronous' 
operation, a confusing bit of terminology if 
ever there was one because it actually 
involves effectively synchronising the sending 
and receiving devices at the two ends of the 
USB cable. The DAC takes charge of the data 
rate, requesting a chunk of data from time to 
time to keep its buffer charged up and enable 
a steady flow of bits to the actual digital-to- 
analogue conversion core.

Because the DAC now no longer needs to 
derive a clock from the incoming data, jitter 
is likely to be very much lower. Incidentally, 
the idea of controlling things from the DAC 
isn't new: a few upmarket DACs did this years 
ago, but since S/PDIF is intrinsically a 
one-way interface it was necessary to use 
either a matching transport or a modified one 
which had a second cable for sending clock 
signals back from the DAC.
Classe's ground-breaking preamp, the CP-800, is 
Changing how we think about hi-fi

Sum of all parts
In a regular CD player, there is just the one 
clock which controls the disc transport in a 
similar way to the clock in an asynchronous 
USB DAC. Effectively, then, what Classe (and 
several others) have done is to bring USB up to 
parity with single-box CD replay. That being so, 
how can the CP-800 be so much better than a 
CD player?

It's possible that the CP-800 has even lower 
jitter than any one-box player, but that's 
nearly impossible to prove one way or the 
other because plenty of the latter have jitter so 
low it's barely measurable anyway. That 
means its contribution is likely to be well 
below -lOOdB and, therefore, almost certainly 
inaudible under any conditions.

But if jitter isn't the secret, there are plenty 
of other possible answers. Classe has evidently 
taken great trouble to reduce the effects of 
interference and noise right through the 
circuit, and maybe the result is even better 
than the finest CD players to date. Maybe not, 
though: again, we've seen plenty where it's 
impossible to see any signs of unwanted 
signals in the output. The actual DAC chip in 
the CP-800 is widely used, so we doubt that's 
the answer.

We all know that total performance is very 
much the sum of all the parts and if a digital 
player of any sort is to excel, then it needs to 
be very good in every area. At the same time, 
one needs to be careful with one's logic. If a 
USE-connected DAC sounds better than any 
comparable CD player, with the same material 
(and as we've said many times before, in 
day-to-day CD replay there's no loss of actual 
data), then clearly the USB interface has come 
of age. It isn't necessarily better than CD, 
though: it's simply that this particular 
implementation is the current best.

The model to trump it - and something 
will, in time - could equally well be USB, 
one-box, Ethernet-connected. What we think 
is really exciting is that after 30 years there's 
still progress.

Classe has 
taken great 
trouble to reduce 
the effects of 
interference and 
noise and maybe 
the result is even 
better than the 
finest CD players 
to date

A musician and recording engineer-, Richard 
knows a thing or two about hi-fi - he's been 
writing about it for over two decades

Does clever USB implementation mean 
high-end CD players are dead?
Email us now: hifichoice@futurenet.com
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THE CUTTING EDGE

The other innovator
Whether we like it or not, Apple is a powerful force for change 
in the industry, says Ed Selleys part of the panel of judges that selects the Hi-Fi Choice Awards products, I am entirely happy that we have chosen worthy winners. It still seems worth pointing out though, that in the Innovation category we didn't give an award to one product that offers superb audio performance, including music-on-demand and internet radio services; can be used as a control interface for a number of other products and costs under £200. I speak, of course, of the iPod Touch and the rest of the Apple family.There is no conspiracy here; we feel our 
Innovation award winner and the runners up are representative of more specific innovation in the area of hi-fi than the iPod Touch, which we reviewed in HFC 340. There is also the more contentious argument that many of the applications that make the iPod the clever multi-tasker that it is are from third-party developers and nothing to do with Apple. Nonetheless, it is a reflection of the progress of Apple that a product from a computer company was in contention for a hi-fi award at all.
Complex relationshipThe industry's relationship with Apple is a complex one. On the one hand we have a simply bewildering range of products at almost every price point that offer iPod compatibility, or can make use of an app to be controlled by
The iPod Touch: an excellent sonic performer

one. The sheer tactility of the interface on the more recent products is something that has been influencing hi-fi manufacturers and leading to wholesale improvements in full-size hi-fi components. Touchscreens and clear interfaces predominate where forests of buttons used to bamboozle the unwary.On the other hand, the sheer ubiquity of Apple in the portable market has pushed out a great many competitors and the locked-down nature of the product ties people in to the Apple brand in a way that means other products don't get a look in. I cannot be the only person who despairs slightly when I watch people pay more than the cost of a CD for a heavily compressed version of the same. I also suspect that at best, iTunes is tolerated rather than loved.On balance, though, I think the industry is the better for Apple's involvement than without it. 
As mentioned earlier, the influence of the iPod Touch interface on other products has been considerable and entirely benign - it is unusual to review a product with a truly clunky interface these days. I also feel that standards such as AirPlay and its widespread take up by manufacturers is instrumental in welcoming new users to the fold. In the past, it was possible to buy products that, on reflection, didn't really work desperately well with equipment from other brands. Now, we can make recommendations about products in the knowledge that they will work correctly in any context. This is not exclusively down to Apple, but it has certainly helped the process along.Above all, Apple has taken up the role of the Sony Walkman in the late '70s and '80s. In the same way that people pirated music from the radio for their Walkmans, many of these people are pirating music to the chagrin of tlle music industry. Many iPod users will treat themselves to no further items of hi-fi - indeed in the context of the iPod Touch, they might not listen to any music at all.There will also be a percentage of people that want to take the experience of music further. They might buy nothing more elaborate than an iPod dock but equally, they might want to join us in the pursuit of hi-fi nirvana. Thanks to the consistency of the iPod dock connector and standards like AirPlay, they can use their existing hardware in their first system and at the same time gain an insight into the world beyond it. We need new blood to keep the pastime alive and that is the role of Apple as I see it.The iPod Touch might have been denied an award this year, but the role it plays in this industry remains absolutely pivotal.

The influence of 
the iPod Touch 
interface on 
other products 
has been 
considerable and 
entirely benign 
-it is unusual 
to review a 
product with a 
truly clunky 
interface 
these days

Ed worked in retail before joining some 
of the biggest names in the hifi industry 
creating and supporting audio products

Has Apple's influence changed your opinion 
on the future ofhhfi?
Email us now: hifichoice@futurenet.com
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KIMBER KABLE
Exclusive UK distributor

Award-winning Kimber speaker cable
'Many high-end virtues at a budget price, 
including lovely detail and very well- 
judged bass, plus sweetly extended treble.'
Hi-Fi Choice, Sept 2011

Back in 1979 the revolutionary 
woven design of 4PR put 
KIMBER KABLE on the map. 
Over time, the excellence of 
this affordable product has 
made it a real classic.

FEATURES
• High-purity copper
• Polyethylene insulation
• 8 stranded conductors

★ ★★★★
"4PR impressed us in a very Se? ' ’
positive way with its combination 
of detail, bass extension and 
sweetness. It has a very convincing 
way with deep bass, keeping it 
under tight rein while allowing 
it to blossom when needed and
maintaining precise pitch and 
duration in a way few budget 
cables can match.
Treble is extended, but never shrill, 
while the midrange is mainly 
characterised by the ease with which 
one can hear into and through it. 
Imaging has very good depth to it as 
well as width."
Hi-Fi Choice, Sept 2011.

www.russandrews.com/4pr
Mail Order Direct • 60 Day Cable Home Trial • Cable Upgrade Scheme • Free Delivery (orders over £100 within UK Mainland)

http://www.russandrews.com/4pr


OPINION

Strictly for the bats?
To extend high-frequency reproduction to 100kHz seems batty, 
but says Jimmy Hughes, Townshend's Super Tweeter is supersonic

he case for subwoofers is fairly easy to make. Most loudspeakers are limited in terms of size and this leads to restricted bass depth. Very few can reproduce frequencies much deeper than 30Hz (and many don't even get that far), so there's an obvious need for something to reproduce those lower octaves.At the opposite end of the spectrum, virtually all modern speakers can reproduce high frequencies well beyond the range of human hearing - reckoned to be about 20kHz. Alas, few listeners the wrong side of 20 can hear as high as 20kHz. As for those of us the wrong side of 50 - well, we're lucky if we can hear up to lSkHz!It gets worse. With most of us listening to music from CD, bandwidth is limited to about l9kHz. So, why invest in super tweeters that extend the upper frequencies out beyond 30kHz, when the recordings themselves have no high frequencies to exploit this and our ears can't hear that high anyway?The logic of the above seems irrefutable. Yet regardless of such 'logic', Townshend Maximum Super Tweeters are capable of having a profound effect on sound quality - and not necessarily in ways you might expect or predict. They're Ribbon designs that behave like a subwoofer for the treble - influencing the sound in strange ways.Now you might expect a set of super tweeters to increase sharpness and give the sound greater upper-frequency immediacy and impact. This it does, but - and here's where it gets a bit scary- you also notice improvements in apparent bass depth, along with increased lower-frequency tightness and control. Amazing!Subjectively, it's akin to the way a good subwoofer makes the treble seems smoother and more 'airy', increasing the impression of 30 spacious depth and tonal richness. Although you're only bolstering the lowest frequencies, the improvement seems to come in the midband and treble areas.In much the same way, a good super tweeter seems to give you a tighter, cleaner bass, with reduced boom and overhang. Yet, tum off your main speakers and listen only to what the super tweeter's are doing - the noises they're actually making - and it seems incredible that it could be making this sort of difference.One of the key aspects of getting great results from a subwoofer is - don't have it up too loud. When you first get a sub, there's a tendency to adjust it so its contribution is 'obvious'. But paradoxically, subs produce their most profound effects when their presence is subliminal. You should only notice a sub when it's switched off.

It's exactly the same with a super tweeter; you need very little. Indeed, it's been our experience (going back more than twenty years) that the less you have, the more profound the overall effect on sound quality becomes. We always use our Townshend Super Tweeters with them set to T, and often wish there was a lower setting.
Discretion paysThe question is - how and why do super tweeters (and subs) contribute so much, yet (apparently) seem to do so little? In our view, it's to do with being able to move air at sub-sonic and supersonic frequencies, making it easier for frequencies in the audible range to couple-better to the air.By setting the air in motion at extremely high or low frequencies, you help the drive units to move the air in the middle-frequency areas where the bulk of the sound is. Imagine a sharp blade trying to cut through something stiff. If you were to vibrate it at supersonic frequencies, it would cut more efficiently.For this reason, you don't actually have to 'hear' the contribution made by your super tweeters to notice the effect they have on the overall sound. Indeed, if the contribution is too strong, the result is counter-productive - the sound becomes messy and harsh, with excessive high-frequency emphasis.When a super tweeter seamlessly integrates, you get a focused quality of sound that has an innate clarity, while also displaying a spacious airy quality that creates holographic 30 'out of the boxes' stereo imageiy Transients have increased attack, yet the treble itself is effortlessly smooth and open.Given that most loudspeakers are more obviously deficient at the extreme low-frequency end of the spectrum, a good subwoofer probably gives you a bigger bang for your buck. But a super tweeter like Townshend's Maximum is likewise capable of adding an extra dimension that has to be heard to be believed. •

Townshend 
Maximum Super 
Tweeters are 
capable of having 
a profound effect 
on sound quality 
-and not 
necessarily in 
ways you might 
expect or predict

A hi-fi enthusiast for four decades, Jimmy's 
knowledge of system-matching and record­
collecting are unmatched in the industry

Should we all be using subwoofers and 
super tweeters> Do you agree with Jimmy?
Email us now: hifichoice@futurenet.comTownshend's Super Tweeter: 

a supersonic add-on
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S3/5R2 NEW
The Spendor S3/5 (1997-2007) 
adieved worldwide recognition amongst 
rohoiA1- aud critical reviewers as the 
nonirnl successor to the BBC ... ../5o 
miiii-monitor loudspeaker.

The Spendor 53/SR (2007-2010) achieved 
wlrnt mony thought impossible - New levels 
of trnnsparenc and imaging coherency, 
more .dWdJ? b::i.ss delivery, iW the 
enjoyable Av Listening experience
which so clearly A'liiiioH-wh the originol 
53/5 from other small o j- ■. . .

Now the 5pendor S3/SR2 uA a big step 
for’ard with signiticant improvements 
in low frequency articulation, dynamics, 
power handling, ii.uio’.m i;c and 
sound integration.

ew S3/5R2

Spendor 2011

A3 NEW
Our new nltnt-compact floor standing 
loudspeaker. The 5pendor A3 delivers 
clear nattual sound with real low frequency 
power and srnle.

SPENCOR

nfl't

. Get in touch! email us at hifichoice@futurenet.com 
Ex, or write to: Hi-Fi Choice Letters, Future Publishing Ltd,
' 2 Balcombe Street, London NW1 6NW

Stag night
I noted your DAC Blind Listening 
Group Test (HFC 3 50) with 
interest, particularly your Lab 
Conclusions which now consider 
dynamic range at bit/sampling 
rates higherthan that of CD. The 
group test does not consider the 
Antelope Audio Zodiac Plus DAC 
(HFC345). I am aware of how 
highly you regard this DAC, as 
per the review and as per your 
response to my queries on your 
Help&Advice page (HFC347). 
Might I ask how well your lab 
test results for this unit compare 
with those of the DAC group 
test, particularly with regard to 
dynamic range?

I currently listen to music 
from my computer, using a pair 
of AVI ADM9.1 speakers. This 
is an active solution, with an 
integrated DAC and pre, which I 
find has excellent sound quality 
and is superb value (despite 
the limitation of 24-bit/96kHz 
via the digital input). As noted 
in Malcolm Steward's excellent 
Back Page article (HFC 350), 
computer processor load 
definitely affects sound quality.

As I alluded to in my letter 
(HFC347), I have also noticed 
this effect on the optical output 
of my PC. The effect of load is 
clearly audible during extended 
listening with the AVIs, when 
otherwise excellent sound 
reproduction can become slightly 
compromised. I suppose the best 
way to mitigate this problem is 
to use a dedicated media PC for 
listening to music, or to be careful 
about PC multi-tasking if the 
computer is used for many 
tasks at once.

May we please have more 
discussion on these types of 
computer-related issues in Hi-Fi 
Choice in the future? As hi-fi 
and computing converge, it is 
vital that the technical issues 
associated with PC audio 
reproduction are discussed and 
explained, in order to maximise 
sound quality.

I feel that these are exciting 
times for those with an interest 
in music and hi-fi. In hard disc 
based audio, we have a new 
‘ dynamic' (and super convenient)

The Antelope Zodiac Plus would have put 
up a good fight in our recent group test

audio format that can evolve 
with computing technology as 
time progresses, ratherthan 
becoming antiquated. My only 
concern is that album artwork 
does not become a thing of the 
past. I still have plenty of vinyl 
too, and I love it!
Chris Lloyd, via email

HFC We will continue to explore 
all of the facets of computer 
audio over coming issues. At the 
moment, deciding on what is 
relevant to computer audio and 
what subjects might be better 
left to the dedicated computer 
magazines is a source of some 
debate and we will be forced 
to leave some of the more in­
depth discussions an computer 
hardware to them.

Our feelings about the best 
way of alleviating the influence 
of the computer in audio systems 
is to make use of network 
clients via dedicated NAS drive 
which, as you say, is unlikely to 
suffer from issues arising from 
multi-tasking. This need not be 
expensive - the Squeezebox 
Touch that saw off all comers 
in the streamer Blind Listening 
Group Test (HFC 351) is still 
under £250 and would work 
admirably into a DAC like the 
Antelope or similar.

With regards to the measured 
performance of the Antelope 
with higher bit rates, it was 
tested before we had the means 
to run that exact test. James 
Waldron, our measurement 
guru who measured both the 

Antelope and the DACgroup 
test in HFC 350 is of the opinion 
that the Zodiac Plus would have 
placed towards the top end 
of the group, but the M2Tech 
Young DAC is probably still 
the undisputed champion in 
this regard.

Live long and prosper
I read Ed Selley's Opinion column 
The test oftime (HFC 3 50) with 
interest. My first hi-fi set-up was 
a ‘Comet special' in the mid ‘70s. 
After much saving, I managed 
to get my dream system in 1982 
from my friendly dealer (Purkiss 
Hi-Fi, Hanley) which included 
a Linn LP12 turntable with LVX 
arm and Nytech amplification 
comprising a CP112 preamp, EX 
102 active crossover and two 
CPA602 power amps feeding ARC 
050 speakers.

Iwas warned (after I bought 
the amps) by various ‘experts' 
that, while sounding superb, 
the Nytech equipment would be 
very unreliable. Sure enough, 
after only 28 years of continuous 
use, one of the channels on one 
of the power amps started to 
crackle. I considered binningthe 
Nytech - the company went bust 
in the late ‘80s - but I made a 
last ditch effort to find someone 
who could repair the equipment 
by consulting Google. The result 
was that I found an engineer who 
has rebuilt both power amps 
(despite never having seen a 
Nytech before), and they now 
sound better than ever, all at a 
very reasonable cost.

www.hifichoice.co.uk01323 843474
^^w.spendoraudio.com
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SOUND AND VISION

Linn's LP12 is an industry survivor

The Linn has been the least 
reliable. Despite being regularly 
serviced by Linn and having every 
upgrade up to, but not including 
the Lingo it had two replacement 
motors, and a replacement 
Valhalla board. It's on its second 
Akita arm. When the second 
replacement motor stopped I 
almost threw it in the bin, but 
decided, as a last attempt, to 
fit an Origin Live replacement 
motor and power supply. The 
result is stunning!

My system is now performing 
superbly again. The message is, if 
you have some good-quality gear 
that is getting 'tired', you can get 
it restored at very reasonable cost 
compared to buying new as long 
as you're prepared to do some 
detective work!
Stuart Turner, via email

HFC Ed Selley replies "I had a 
feeling when I wrote that piece 
that someone would point 
out that one of the units I had 
selected hadn't been hugely 
reliable for them! The selection 
of the LP12 was not really made 
for its reliability- although I'm 
surprised yours has needed 
as much work as it has - but 
more for the fact that it has 
been in continuous production 
for the entire lifespan of Hi-Fi 
Choice. This is a considerable 
achievement and puts it in a 
very small category of products 
that have been on sale and in 
production for over thirty years.

There is no question that 
some products - amplifiers 
especially- from the early days 
of Hi-Fi Choice can still represent 
excellent value for money. As you 
point out, the internals of these 
pieces are mot so mysterious 
as to defy service and repair by 
a competent engineer and the 

construction methods of the time 
make for an easier repair job 
than some of the more modem 
designs. Hopefully you can look 
forward to another 28 years of 
listening from the Nytechs."

Remote viewing
Since CDs came on the scene I 
have had a number of different 
CD players. All of them had 
exactly the same problem - 
you could only read the display 
if you were close to the front of 
the CD player, ie when loading 
or unloading CDs.

My wife has a brilliant idea - 
why don't the manufacturers 
display at least the current track 
number being played on the 
remote as well. The technology 
is available and this would 
make it so much easier for 
armchair listening.
Derek Excell. via email

HFC The technology to do this 
has indeed been available for 
some time, but there are a few 
reasons why it hasn't been 
taken up. The first is that not all 
displays are equal in terms of 
legibility. Products such as the 
Simaudio range and the Audio 
Note CD Zero we tested in HFC 
348 have large displays that are 
much easier to read than more 
'normal' designs we have seen.

Secondly, the process of 
sending information to a remote, 

Audio Note displays are visible at a distance SPENDOR

while simple enough to do, 
adds to the complexity of a unit. 
Remotes need to become two­
way devices and incorporate a 
display of some description to 
show the information received.

It may be that developments 
in streaming audio will deliver 
what you are looking for in a 
slightly different way. The rise in 
network streaming products has 
seen a similar rise in the use of 
control applications on the iPad 
and other handheld devices. 
This is not only able to show you 
the track number playing at the 
time, but also the title of the song 
and indeed extra information 
including album title, cover 
art and whether the song in 
question is part of a playlist.

To add to the appeal, the 
'remote' is also capable of 
browsing the web or indeed 
shopping for more music when 
you aren't using it as such. We 
think that this is the most likely 
way forward in terms of additional 
feedback from source units.

Spotted history
I have just finished reading 
Adam Hartley's Opinion column 
regarding the emergence 
ofSpotify (HFC350). I must 
confess that I have found this 
an invaluable tool for finding 
new music. I have subscribed to 
the premium service, using the 
argument that it would reduce my

STEREO A SUW^W^S
BEST STEREO SPEAKERS £3000*

5r,NExAA9

What Hi-Fi

What Hi-Fi

I’/d I d ! ! B j kJ
SOUND AND VISION

STEREO SPEAKERS

GEST STEREO SPEAKERS £1 QOO tu

SPENDOR A6

AS
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appetite for buying CDs to 'she, whom must be obeyed'. The performer links and artist radio options have brought me to artists that I would never have found otherwise.The quality of the stream does seem to vary, but on the whole it is acceptable enough, providing you can pipe it through to a half-reasonable DAC. 
I initially started listening via some PC speakers with the free version (I soon got dissatisfied with that!), but progressed to piping the output from a laptop into a Firestone Bravo USB to S/ PDIF convertor, then via coax into my DAC. (Cyrus DAC-X+). This also opened the door for me to listen to the radio (both live and on demand) with the result that I was searching Spotify for even more artists.I definitely think the future of music lies with the streaming of high-quality content over the internet by means of downloading to storage devices, as some will be happy not to physically 'own' a music library. That's not for me though, as browsing through a library on a computer monitor or some other display cannot replace the tactile experience of the LP sleeve, CD booklet, etc. But as a means to an end, to expand my musical horizons, I think it has got a lot going for it.
Derek Goading, via email

HFC You are not the first person to note that using Spotify has actually 
resulted in buying more physical 
music. The removal of risk that the 'try 
before you buy' process allows, does 
mean that you can order something 
knowing what to expect. But the 
potential for an on-demand system to 
replace CD lives or dies on the quality of 
the internet connection. If the average 
line speed can simultaneously support 
lossless audio and general browsing 
and data requirements, the prospect 
of an unlimited library might start 
to tempt people away from physical 
media and into the cloud. Most of the 
HFC team is now firmly in the 'we love 
Spotify' camp and use it regularly.

LETTER OF THE MONTH
(Inter) face the music

J PRIZE 
WINNER!

Now Playing 5 of 120

Beloved

Logitech

Rise
Anoushka Shankar

Sp°tify

I AM NOT too suprised to see that the Squeezebox Touch 
took on five other streamers that were more expensive in 
your Blind-Listening Group Test(HFC351) and came out on 
top. The reason for this - as Richard Black made very clear- 
is that the interface of the Touch is simply in a different 
league to the competition from normal' hi-fi companies.
As the hi-fi industry looks towards an ever closer 

partnership with computers for music reproduction, many 
manufacturers are going to have to come to terms with the 
fact that, in regard to screen-driven interfaces, they are far 
behind some of the key players in the computer and tablet 
market. At the very least, they need to accept that a third- 
party control app is vital to the success of the unit.

I suspect that Apple has spent more money on the iPad 
and iPad 2 than the hi-fi industry has spent in total on their 
media streamers. There is no sense trying to make a better 
control interface on a shoestring budget.

I also wonder if the next category-killing' product in 
the streaming audio sector might be a combination of 
the know-how of Logitech for menu control and 
plug-ins, and a more established audio company that 
can produce the digital-to-analogue section this interface 
so richly deserves.
PeterHoward, via email •

WIN A RUSS ANDREWS POWERMAX MAINS LEAD WORTH £45!
Letter ofthe Month winners receive a Russ Andrews PowerMax mains 1
. . -______. ik* .lead worth f45. Contact: hifichoice@futurenet.com
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COMPETITION
WIN

PRIZE

TRIANGLE COLOR 
LOUDSPEAKERS

WORTH
£899

TOWIN this fantastic prize, correctly 
answer the following question:

What additional colour is 
Triangle considering for the 
Color range?
A: Blue
B: Mauve
C: Yellow
Please text your answer: Triangle A, B, or 
C to 87474 or visit futurecomps.co.uk/ 
triangle and follow the instructions, 
leaving your selected answer and details 
where prompted.

Many of the products that we review offer excellent 
performance, but can lack a certain visual impact. 
Rather than offer its newest range of speakers in a 
wood-effect wrap, Triangle decided to make them 
available in black, white and the rather splendid red 
(see right). Not only do they look fantastic, these are 
some of the best finished loudspeakers that we have 
seen in the under £1,000 category.

More importantly, they sound amazing. This is a 
confident speaker with a very sweet and detailed 
top end, coupled with strong bass. It has a range of 
attributes that meant we had no hesitation in making it 
oneofoursub-£l,000 Loudspeaker Award nominees. 
Thanks to the generosity of Triangle, one lucky winner 
will be able to discoverthis for themselves by winning 
this month’s competition.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS To enter the Triangle competition, you can either (a) text your answer to 87474 at any time between 13.10.11 and 09.11.11, or (b) enter online at www.foturecomps.co.uk/triangle with your entry being received between 13.10.11 and 09.11.11. By sending your 
entry you agree to these competition rules and you confirm you are happy to receive details of future offers and promotions from Future Publishing Limited and carefully selected third parties. If you do not want to receive information relating to future offers and promotions, please include the 
word STOP at the end of your text message or at the end of your postal entry. Texts will be charged at £1.00 plus your standard network tariff rate.

By taking part in a Competition, you agree to be bound by the Competition Rules, which are summarised below but can be viewed in full at www.futurenet.com/futureonline/competitionrules.asp. Late or incomplete entries will be disqualified. Proof of posting (if relevant) shall not be 
deemed proof of delivery. Entries must be submitted by an individual (not via any agency or similar) and, unless otherwise stated, are limited to one per household. The Company reserves the right in its sole discretion to substitute any prize with cash or a prize of comparable value. Unless 
otherwise stated, the Competition is open to all GB residents of 18 years and over, except employees of Future Publishing and any party involved in the competition or their households.

By entering a Competition you give permission to use your name, likeness and personal information in connection with the Competition and for promotional purposes. All entries will become the property of the Company upon receipt and will not be returned. You warrant that the 
Competition entry is entirely your own work and not copied or adapted from any other source. If you are a winner, you may have to provide additional information. Details of winners will be available on request within three months of the closing date. If you are a winner, receipt by you of any 
prize is conditional upon you complying with (amongst other things) the Competition Rules. You acknowledge and agree that neither the Company nor any associated third parties shall have any liability to you in connection with your use and/or possession of your prize.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscribe and receive
a Chord Company 
CobraPlus cable 
worth £70!
Get this incredible £70 
interconnect when

GIFT 
WORTH 
£70!

Awards edition 2011k^_jd

s

Triangle Color

‘‘This is our best offer 
of the year; you’d be 
mad to miss out on a 

| £70 Chord Company 
। interconnect for your
2 hi-fi system. ”

Dan George, EditorSound investment SuSv«'; System synergiser!

| a f 4-^ myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/HFCP1L 
nOW IO Call08448482852 quote code HFCP1L

K Lines open Monday to Friday 8am-9.30pm, Saturdays 8am-4pm
I I Or fill in the form opposite and return by Freepost
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SUBSCRIPTIONS

Why subscribe to 
Hi-Fi Choice?
• Receive a Chord Company 
CobraPlus interconnect worth £70!

• Save money on the cover price!

• Never miss an issue!

• AU 13 issues delivered straight 
to your door!

About The Chord 
Company 
CobraPlus cable
• Pseudo-balanced 22 AWG multi-stranded 

oxygen-free copper conductors

• Signal and return conductors arranged in 
noise-cancelling, twisted pair configuration

• Low-density polyethylene with vibration­
damping cotton-conductor spacers

• Conductors encased in soft PVC to reduce 
mechanical noise, protective outer layer

• Dual-layer: high-density braid oxygen-free 
copper shield and overlapped foil shield

• Fitted with Chord VEE Plugs (a high­
performance RCA phono plug)

Overseas 
subscriptions
If you live outside the UK, please call 
+441604251045for our latest prices

UK PRICING

D I'd like to pay £21.99 every six months by Direct Debit 
and receive my Chord Company CobraPlus interconnect

PERSONAL DETAILS

Title................................................................ Forename

Sum?me................  Address• • .......... .. . . ..... . ..*****...*.**■*

Postcode

Telephone
If you'd like to receive emails and SMS from HI-FI CHOICE and Future Publishing and its group 
companies containing news, special offers and product and service information, please include your 
email and mobile no. below .

Em ?il

Mobile no.
Please tick here if you are happy for us to pass your details to carefully selected companies so they can send you 
relevant information about their products or services by email Dor SMS 0

PAYMENT DETAILS

Dl would like to pay by Direct Debit (UK only) and receive my Chord Company 
CobraPlus cable (please complete the Direct Debit form below)
(I understand that £21.99 will be debited from my account every six months)

®
DIRECT 
Debit

Originator's Identification 
Number

768195 Future

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay Direct Debits

Jo, the,.Manager (link lli1ml!)

Address

Name(s) of account holder(s)

Branch sort code

Bank/Building Society 
account number

Ref No {Office use only)

Signature(s)

l);ite

Postcode: . . ,

Please pay Future Publishing Direct Debits from the account detailed on this Instruction 
subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this 
instruction may remain with Future Publishing and if so, details will be passed electronically 
to my bank or building society.

POST YOUR ORDER

NN47XD
I OFFER CODE HFCP1L

RETURN THIS FORM FREEPOST TO:

HI-FI CHOICE SUBSCRIPTIONS
FREEPOST RSHB-JSCH-ZUST
FUTURE PUBLISHING
10 WATERSIDE WAY
NORTHAMPTON

OFFER ENDS 15 NOVEMBER 2011
Direct Debit and free gift offer only available to UK subscribers

TIRMS AND CONDmONS: This is a UK-only offer open to new subscribers paying by Direct Debit only. You will receive 13 issues per year. Minimum subscription term is 12 months. Gifts are subject to availability. We reserve the right to send you an alternative gift of a similar value if this gift runs out. Please allow 28 days for delivery of gifts. Your subscription will start with the next available issue. If at any time during the first 60 days you are dissatisfied in anyway, please notify us in writing and we will refund you for all unmailed issues. Please tick here if you do NDTwish to receive relevant information about products or services from Future Publishing or any of ils group companies by post D or telephoneD Please tick here if you do NOT wish us to pass your details to carefully selected companies to enable them to contact you about their products or services by post Oor telephone D Details of Direct Debit guarantee available on request.
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Whether you are look'ng for your first genuine hi-fi system, wont to create 
a bespoke home cinema or wish lo distribute music and movies throughout 
your house, P J Hi-Fi con provide a solution to suit all budgets and criteria

As a truly independent retailer we are proud to soy that we hand select. 
test and scrutinise all the products that we supply, ensuring a consistent 
standard of quality and reliability over our entire range of equipment,

Drop in today to discuss your requirements or phone / email 
us to book a demonstration.

- .J

Vis1 t our dedicated demo rooms ar 
bBiJdceJtreet 
Guildford 
Surrey 
GUI 4RY

Opening hours^ 
9am-6pm Monday ta Saturday

Telephone :
01483 504801 or01483 304756

Emoi I.
info@pjhifi.co.uk

Web:
wvw.pjhifi.co.uk

HI-FI I HOME CINEMA | AUTOMATED SOLUTIONS
Based convenientty in central Guildford, P J Hi-Fi has specialised in the 
demonstration, provision and installation of quality hi-fi and home cinema 
tor over 20 years. Our dedicated demonstration rooms allow you lo listen in 
comfort to a range of exceptional products, whilst our friendly and 
knowledgeable staff ore always on hand to answer any questions you 
may have.

► k k k k k k k k The only real hi-fi shop in Guildford

mailto:info@pjhifi.co.uk
wvw.pjhifi.co.uk


Howwetest
Hi-Fi Choice employs the most rigorous test and measurement regime 
in the business and here we explain why our definitive verdicts count

Hi-fi reviews
No other magazine offers a more reliable standard of hi-fi testing.
Technical Consultant Richard Black explains...

EXPERT TESTING
FOR OVER THREE decades, Hi-Fi Choice 
has been trusted for its combination 
of subjective and technical review 
expertise. The crucial consideration 
for any audio component is how it 
sounds, but it is important to back this 
up with laboratory measurements for 
many reasons - everything from the 
wish to check basic performance to 
the possibility of uncovering peculiar 
behaviour under conditions, perhaps 
slightly different from those of the 
subjective tests.

Listening
Subjective testing doesn't necessarily 
require the world's sharpest ears. 
What's more important is the 
experience to analyse the sound 
arriving from the hi-fi and this is where 
our subjective reviewers come in: 
they have been listening critically to 
audio equipment for aeons and have 
learned to identify the characteristics 
that make kit informative, involving or 
just plain dull.

Measurement
But even the most experienced listener, 
with a stack of familiar recordings heard 
in familiar surroundings, can't always 
know what is causing a particular 

characteristic in the sound. Brightness, 
for instance, may be a function of 
frequency response or distortion and 
this is where measurements come 
in. We analyse a range of parameters 
to see just where the correlation lies 
between sound and design. Our test 
equipment has been tried, tested and 
added to over the years and again our 
experience with it is unrivalled.

Straightforward presentation 
We call on that experience to boil down 
the measurements to simple bar charts, 
which show at a glance how well a 
component behaves relative to others 
in its category. It's this combination 
of subjective and technical expertise 
that makes our reviews the most useful 
in the field.

"crucial consideration 
for any audio 
component is how 
it sounds, but it is 
important to back this 
up with laboratory 
measurements ..."

STATE-OF-THE- 
ART HI-FI TECH

□ OUR 
AWARDS

HFCs test equipment is the 
most advanced kit available

EDITOR'S CHOICE: 
Awarded to those 
products that are 
j udged to deliver 
reference-standard 
performance

RECOMMENDED:
The products we 
feel meet a certain 
high standard of 
performance

GROUP TEST 
WINNER: 
Comparative tests 
can only have one 
true winner, and this 
badge says it all

AT HI-FI CHOICE, we have access 

to some of the most advanced test 

equipment currently available on the 

market, including the Audio Precision 

APx585, which you'll find in the labs 

of many top hi-fi manufacturer 

The 585 can be configured to test a 

variety of key hi-fi products, such as 

amplifiers, CD players/DACs and - 

with the help of a specially-calibrated 

microphone - loudspeakers.

In conjunction with some 

conventional lab equipment at 

our disposal, the 585 will also be 

used to test analogue playback 

equipment including phono stages 

and turntables. These objective 

measurements - which conform 

to recognised industry standards 

- are designed to complement 

subjective evaluations such as the 

listening panels organised by our 

internationally respected reviewers.

The standard of our test facilities 

is unrivalled in the UK press. Quite 
simply, no other magazine offers this 

level of cutting-edge testing, making 

the verdicts in Hi-Fi Choice the only 
ones you can really trust.
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BOWERS & WILKINS PMl OEV/IEIAIC
LOUDSPEAKER £t,995 REVIEWS

Small is 
beautiful
This latest model from Bowers & Wilkins is, says 
Paul Messenger, a beautifully styled and finished 
luxury miniature

A
!though the mainstream marketplace for hi-fi loudspeakers invariably tends to equate pricewith size and necessarily expects a costly loudspeaker to be a large loudspeaker, more sophisticated hi-fi customers are aware that this relationship is largely false.It's certainly true that a small loudspeaker is bound to have certain limitations, especially in areas such as bass extension, loudness capability and power handling. However, such designs also have certain strengths that are often all too easily overlooked, over and beyond the obvious fact that for many customers, when it comes to loudspeakers (rather than, say, W screens), small is, by definition, beautiful.For example, the smaller the loudspeaker, the less the enclosure area available to radiate unwanted cabinet colorations. The fact that it has roughly the same dimensions as a human head is bound to assist voice reproduction and wide dispersion assists stereo imaging. .And getting the bass/mid driver well off the floor with space all around it helps avoid the colorations caused by early reflections.

Matrix stiffeningPriced close to £2,000 per pair, the PMl is precisely aimed at the established sector of luxury-finish mini-monitors, combining top-quality engineering within a beautifully designed and crafted physical package.With an internal volume of around eight litres, it's actually somewhat larger than the 'classic' miniature, probably because t11e enclosure is so substantially built, including part-filling the insides with Bowers & Wilkins' proprietary Matrix stiffening.The thick side panels are finished in a lovely high-gloss 'Mocha Gloss' veneer, with heavily chamfered edges that blend nicely into the textured - almost rubberised - matt black 

front and the domed top, helping avoid edge-diffraction effects. The same textured black covers the other two surfaces, while the domed top provides support for the external tweeter's tapered metal rear-loading and mounting tube. Two detachable, magnetically held grilles are available: one for the front, the other for the tweeter, although neither was used during the auditioning.Bowers & Wilkins has packed much of its latest technology into this bijou enclosure. The tweeter is particularly unusual (see below), but the 130mm bass/mid driver uses an interesting new central phase compensator and dust dome. This hemispherical polymer foam 'plug', attached to the 90mm Kevlar cone, not only supplies 

□ DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Bowers &Wilkins 
PMl
ORIGIN: UK
TYPE:
Two-way compact 
standmount
WEIGHT: 9.3kg
DIMENSIONS 
(WxHxD) 
191x331x250mm
FEATURES:
• 25mm alloy dome 
tweeter
• 130mm Kevlar cone 
bass/mid driver
• Port on front
•Tube-loaded 
external and 
decoupled tweeter
• Partnering FS-PM1 
stand has matching 
veneer on pillars
• Optional grille 
held by concealed 
magnets
• Twin terminal pairs
• Double bungs 
provide bass 
tuning options
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Bowers & Wilkins
TELEPHONE:
01903221500
WEBSITE:
bowers-wilkins.com

The PMl's tweeter perched atop the cabinet utilises techniques developed for the latest diamond tweeters, including a 
simpler, but related neodymium magnet structure

the required acoustic characteristics, but also absorbs and damps resonances.Two pairs of high-quality multi­way terminals permit bi-wiring or bi-amping and wire links are supplied for single wiring. These feed a very simple crossover with high- quality components.The front panel has a 'flowport' - a port flared at each end and with a stippled surface to improve high­velocity flow. A clever two-piece foam bung is supplied, either to block or re-tune the port if desired.
Super tweeterBecause the diamond diaphragm used in the company's top models would be too costly for the PMl's intended price, the tweeter here
"Extended listening 
confirmed this speaker's 
wonderfully smooth 
and neutral delivery."has a traditional alloy dome. But it does benefit from an interesting innovation that helps move the performance of the metal dome rather closer to diamond than before.This is a ring made from pitch­based carbon fibre threads, which has an exceptionally high Young's
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DE\/IEIA/C BOWERS & WILKINS PM1REVIEWS LOUDSPEAKER £1,996

Q&A...
WE SPOKE WITH MIKE GOUGH, 
SENIOR PRODUCT MANAGER, 
BOWERS & WILKINS

TALKING 
POINT

HFC: We understand thatthe PM1 

was partly conceived to fill in the 

vacated Nautilus8055slot, yet it's 
only about half the volume. Can you 

please explain this decision?

MG: fwe had wanted to exactly fill 
the slot of the 8055, we would simply 
have continued to make it alongside 
the Diamondversion. Small speakers 
are appreciated in many markets 
and, if you discount the ability to 
play extremely loud, there are lots 
of good reasons forimbuingthem 
with top quality in other areas of 
performance. We would claim that 
the PM1 outperforms the 8055 in 
many respects.

The PM1 has much in common with 

the CM1, which has numerous larger 

range-mates. Do you anticipate 

future, larger PM-series models?

We always anticipate. We just don't 
always execute!

Is the PM1 built in Worthing, or does 

it come from your Chinese factory?

I t's built in our own factory in Zhuhai.

Bowers & Wilkins has always 

tried to hold the price of a model 

throughout its lifespan, but the 

Chinese dramatically jacked up the 

price of neodymium recently. Do you 

anticipate that will affect the PM1 's 

price in the future?

No.

I know that the latest Diamond 

tweeters have very different motors 

to their predecessors. Have you 

applied similar techniques to the 

alloy dome used here?

Whereas these tweeters do not have 
the full quad magnet arrangement 
of the 800 Diamond models, there 
are still two. The second one is in the 
position normally used by a bucking 
magnet - on the back of the back 
plate. The two on the top of the top 
plate and centre pole are missing. The 
moving mass is not as high as with 
the diamond dome and the system 
sensitivity is not as high as some of the 
larger models, so there isn't the same 
need for higher magnetic energy. 

THE CASE IN 
FAVOUR of small 
loudspeakers has 
led to a number of 
high-class 'mini­
monitors' capable 
of rivalling the 
sound quality of 'full 
size' monitors in 
important respects 
and within certain 
limitations.

Arguably, the 
original mini­
monit or was the 
Goodmans Maxim, 
but the most famous 
must be the BBC 
LS3/5a. Initially 
developed for the 
cramped space in 
outside broadcast 
trucks, it became 
quite a cult in the 
hi-fi world back in 
the mid-1970s 
and early examples 
still command 
high secondhand 
prices today.

Other classics 
include the Acoustic 
Energy AEl and 
the Wilson Audio 
Tiny Tot (WATT). 
So Bowers & 
Wilkins' PMl is 
just the latest in an 
illustrious line.

modulus. Applied around the dome's 
'skirt', the resultant increase in 
stiffness moves the diaphragm's 
first break-up frequency from 30kHz 
to 40kHz - still well below the 
70kHz found with diamond, but a 
worthwhile increase nonetheless.

The PMl tweeter has also adopted 
a couple of techniques developed 
for the latest diamond tweeters, 
including a new surround rubber 
and a simpler, but related 
neodymium magnet structure.

The PMl has a partnering stand 
(codenamed FS-PMl), which looks 
very attractive, lifts the speaker an 
appropriate 620mm from the floor, 
provides a very substantial 
mechanical foundation and also a 
means of concealing the cables 
leading from the speaker terminals 
to the floor.

At £400 per pair, it's much more 
costly than a typical universal stand, 
but that's not unusual for a stand 
dedicated to a particular model 
and, therefore, produced in 
relatively small quantities. 
Furthermore, it's beautifully 
designed, presented and finished.

The hefty black lacquer- finished 
base has a generous stability 
footprint, while the central pillar, 
decorated in the same Mocha Gloss 
veneer used on the speaker, has a 
couple of deep grooves on the front 
face to inhibit coherent reflections. 
Lockable spikes or softer semi- 
spherical feet provide floor coupling.

The stand comes, probably 
inevitably flat-packed, so if the 
dealer can't be persuaded to cany 
out the assembly, it's best to set 
aside a couple of hours and make 
sure the electric screwdriver is 
fully charged (although an 
appropriate hex key is supplied, 
each stand uses a dozen bolts, so 
finding the right bit for the 
screwdriver is well worthwhile).

Assembly is straightforward enough, 
though a bit tricky and while the 
diagram is clear enough, a step-by- 
step guide would help avoid the 
occasional pitfall. The trickiest part is 
actually bolting the speaker to the 
top plate, for the obvious reason that 
the external tweeter and domed top 
prevent the speaker being turned 
upside down to facilitate this.

Unlike stand assembly, it only takes 
a few minutes to unpack a pair of 
standmounts, so initial listening was 
carried out using the Kudos SlOO 
stands that are a regular reference. 
Blu-tacked to the top plate, the sound 
was frankly rather disappointing. 
Despite delivering a decent overall 
tonal balance when sited well clear 
of walls, the sound somehow lacked 
overall coherence and was weak in 
presence energy.

After a couple of exasperating 
days, the bullet was bit and the 
FS-PMl stands were assembled. 
The results were mildly astonishing 
and unquestionably transforming. 
That the stand plays a significant 
role in the sound quality of a 
standmount speaker is pretty well 
known, but we were still surprised at 
how considerable and dramatic the 
difference was on this occasion. 
Although no longer in production, 
the Kudos S 100 stand is an excellent 
example of a 'universal' stand, but in 
performance terms it was no match 
for using the PMl on its intended stand.

Now the speaker was able to 
demonstrate its true class as a genuine 
mini-monitor. It has a beautifully 
smooth, even and neutral balance, as 
well as a clean and lively disposition. 
It also sounds exceptionally coherent 
and free from any boxiness, with fine 
spacious imaging, though the 
presence might have had tighter 
focus. Measurement confirmed an 
exceptional +/-2dB in-room averaged 
balance for all frequencies above 
90Hz and +/-3dB above 40Hz.

Bass alignment
One of its more impressive 
characteristics was the evenness 
of the bass alignment and here 
the modest size of this little 
speaker proved a positive advantage. 
Larger standmounts often show 
a tendency to mid-bass excess, 
due to the port output coinciding 
with a bass room mode.

The unobstructed port of the 
PMl is actually tuned to 53Hz, 
bang on a major mode in our 
listening room, but because the 
speaker is relatively small this 
merely means that it delivers 
decently even bass down to
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BOWERS & WILKINS PM1 DCWIElAfC
LOUDSPEAKER £1,996 REVIEWS

DETAILS

SYSTEM 
MATCHING

O Thetube-loaded 
tweeter is mounted 
externally and its 
25mm alloy dome is 
stiffened by a carbon 
fibre thread

O
 Front port has 'flowport' 

dimples and clever 
bungs with removable 
centres provide bass 
tuning options

40Hz, even when its sited well clear of walls. This positioning gives the lowest coloration and the best stereo imaging under our far-field in-room conditions.While room modes will always boost the in-room bass, their effects are unpredictable and vmy from room to room. Blocking the ports completely with the foam bungs should give the best results if the

O
Bass and midrange are 
handled by a 130mm 
driver with a 90mm
diameter Kevlarcone

THE ESTABLISHED 
technique used 
to get reasonable 
bass extension from 
a small passive 
speaker like a mini­
monitor is to go 
for a relatively low 
sensitivity, and tow 
sensitivity requires 
more amplifier 
power to achieve 
the same level of 
loudness capability.

The Bowers 
&WilkinsPMl 
is rated (rather 
conservatively, in 
our opinion) at a 
well-below-average 
sensitivity of 
84dB, so it should 
partnered with 
reasonably powerful 
amplification.

Bowers &Wilkins 
recommends 30-100 
watts, which seems 
reasonable enough, 
though perhaps a 
50 watt minimum 
might be more 
advisable. Certainly, 
low-powered valve 
amps are better 
avoided, though 
fortunately power 
handling is good.

O
Cute enclosure has 
substantial Mocha 
Gloss veneered side­
cheeks, carefully 
chamfered around the 
front edge

speaker is to be placed close to a wall. Removing the centre section from the bungs will reduce the port output and re-tune it to around 38Hz, a 'halfway house' condition that could prove useful depending on individual circumstances.
Music spectrumExtended listening confirmed this speaker's wonderfully smooth 

and neutral delive1y and its impressive freedom from colorations. All the benefits that a small loudspeaker automatically accrue are clearly evident here, but there's no avoiding the audibility of the down sides too, although that tends to depend, at least, to some extent on the material being reproduced.Inevitably the lack of serious bass weight, authority and grip becomes apparent when the speaker is required to reproduce full-bore electric rock or dance material, or large-scale orchestral performances for that matter. However, acoustic sources and vocal material, including speech, were much more convincing, although dynamics themselves do lack a little vigour and enthusiasm, especially through the presence region. Because there's so little background 'hash' to interfere with the resolution of low-level information, the dynamic range is actually very wide.A long evening spent playing a wide range of vinyl favourites proved highly enjoyable and if the PMl got a bit out of its depth with live Grateful Dead recordings and more recent material from Massive Attack, its reproduction of Ry Cooder, Joni Mitchell and Tom Waits discs was quite delightful. It even coped manfully with the full-scale broadcast onslaught of the Last 
Night of the Proms (which did come as a surprise) and it also proved very capable of distinguishing the varying qualities of the different transmission media.Ultimately, this is a small loudspeaker and, as such, will never match the sheer drama of the very best large loudspeakers across the full spectrum of music. However, its lack of visual intrusiveness, plus the fine imaging and superb neutrality and dynamic range are their own reward. •

TECH LABS HHiChoice
RESULTS AT A GLANCE
Excellent —

Above 
average
Average

Below 
average

Poor

Rated at a very 
modest 84dB, 
ourfarfield 
in-room indicated 
85-86dBwhich 
might becloserto 
the real world

^BAS 
^^^^:
I n-room extension 
to40Hziscreditable 
under the 
circumstances, 
aided by 55Hz 
port tuning

LO^W: 
I mpedance 
minimum is 5.1 
ohms, easy forany 
normal amplifier, 
but low sensitivity 
will make its life 
that much harder

Frequency 
balance is 
outstanding, 
within +A2dB 
above 90Hz, and 
+/-3dBabove40Hz

^^^:
Frequency 
response is 
smooth, with just 
a shallow presence 
depression 
1.7-4kHz

OUR VERDICT
LIKE: Fine imaging; 
superb neutrality and 
dynamic range

DISLIKE: Limited bass 
weight and authority; 
some weakness in 
dynamic expression

WESAV:Averyattractive 
loudspeaker, but does 
have some pitfalls

****j

SOUND QUALITY
****
VALUE FOR MONEY
****
BUILD QUALITY
*****
I ASE Of DRIVE

***
OVERALL
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Gu • Idford
Astintrcw
ATC
Audio Research
Audiophile Base
Copbnd
Crystal Cable 
Custom Design 
Dan D'agostino 
Dartzccl
Dream Vision
EAT

Gamut
Grado
Heed Audio
Jadis
Jeff Roland
Koetsu
Krell 
Lavardin
Magnepan 
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Micromega

Mimetism 
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Onvk t 
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P!inius 
Prima mr, 
PS Audio 
Qsonix 
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SME
Sonus faber

When it comes to the music you love...

...Guildford Audio appreciate that only the best audio 
products are good enough, so that is exactly what we 
let you hear and experience.

Give us a call on:
01483 537 577

TREVOR MARTIN. GUILDFORD AUDIO

run by professionals for professionals
t. 01483 537 577 I m.07979 515577or07728 613656
e. sales@guildfordaudio.co.uk I www.guildfordaudio.co.uk
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ISOTEK EVO3 SOLUS DC\/ICtAfC
MAINS CONDITIONER £696 REVIEWS

Electric 
tech
Want clean mains to power your hi-fi? lsoTek's 
range of passive mains conditioners promises 
you all that and more, says/immy Hughes

he quality of the mains supply directly influences the sound produced by your hi-fi. If your mains iscontaminated with noise (and it is!), the sound will lack transparency and clarity, making the music seem congested and lacking in dynamics. The solution? Invest in a good mains conditioner IsoTek offers a wide range of products, from the mighty £6k Super Titan (see The Collection 2011), to smaller more affordable solutions like the new EVO3 Salus at £595. This unit sits above the entry­level EVO3 Sirius mains bar and replaces IsoTek's GII Salus, which according to the company, offers higher ^^lificanons and improved performance, with no increase in cost.
No noiseThe EVO3 Salus incorporates a Delta filter network to cancel common mode and differential noise. In addition, newly devised differential filtering is individually applied to all six mains outlets to prevent cross­contamination between components.Noise on the mains supply is only one of the problems you're trying to tackle; there's also the risk of individual mmpenents the^^fr« (power amplifiers, for example) generating their own noise and further contaminating the supply. So isolating all six mains 

SOUND QUALITY

*****
VALUE FOR MONEY

*****
BUILD QUALITY
****
FEATURES

****

sockets is an important feature. Silver-plated oxygen-free copper cables are used internally, and the EVO3 Salus also protects your equipment from unexpected voltage surges and power spikes.There's an !EC mains input and six 13-amp unswitched mains outlets - which (given a typical hi-fi set-up) should be sufficient for most user requirements. During use the unit runs cool and makes no mechanical/ physical noise so far as we could tell and there are no annoying buzzes or humming sounds to speak of.
Modest priceBuild quality is reassuringly solid. The casework is made from mild steel, with an aluminium front panel and cosmetically, the finish is good. Internally, the various components are mounted on a single printed circuit board which is resin-potted. While this helps keeps things like mechanical resonance in check, it also makes it virtually impossible see what components have been used, and prevents IsoTek's competitors from ascertaining the precise nature of its circuits!Given the EVO3 Solus's relatively modest price, when compared to IsoTek's massive Super Titan model, the former offers veiy good value. Inevitably, of course, it's not as good 

□ DETAILS

PRODUCT: 
lsoTek EV03 Solus
Origin: 
UK
TYPE:
Mains conditioner
WEIGHT: 
Skg

DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD)
440 x310 x100mm
FEATURES:
• Six 13a mains 
outlet sockets
• Each socket 
individually isolated
• Silver-plated, 
oxygen-free copper 
cabling

• Cancels both 
common-mode and 
differential noise
• Protects against 
voltage spikes and 
power surges
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Soundfowndations
TELEPHONE: 
011962 852 72 7
WEBSITE:
isoteksystems.com

as the bigger unit, but it provides more than a taste of its benefits at a fraction of the price. And, every little helps'
Transparent soundIn terms of sound quality, what can you expect from a mains conditioning unit like the EVO3 Salus? Well, as you purge the mains supply of noise, you will be better­able to experience what your hi-fi system is capable of - you finally start hearing your equipment as it is meant to sound.Obviously, much depends on the quality of the mains to begin with; the noisier it is, the bigger the improvement. The EVO3 Salus enables a cleaner more transparent sound, with increased depth and a wider dynamic range. The music sounds slightly sharper and more immediate, yet at the same time smoother and cleaner, with reduced high-frequency 'edge' and less congestion in complex, busy passages. Also, the quality of sound is more consistent from day to day, hour to hour. The sound will be good, regardless of when you listen, rather than sounding best (say) after midnight.
You're hookedThe EVO3 Salus is a simple effective means of upgrading the sound of your hi-fi; making it sound better and more consistent. You'll get the biggest and most noticeable benefit in situations where mains quality is noisy and contaminated. But, even if your mains supply is reasonably clean, you still hear an improvement. The fact that the EVO3 Salus reduces cross-contamination between components is one reason why.Because mains purity is specific to each location, you need to try the EVO3 Salus in your own home to fully experience the benefits, once you've done so, we're convinced you'll be hooked! •

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT

LIKE: Simple, effective 
device that improves 
sound quality withoutfuss

DISLIKE: No serious 
complaints

WE SAY: Mains purity 
has a profound effect on 
sound quality. The EV03 
Salus will helpyourhi-fi 
deliverits full potential

OVERALL

*****
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Ladolce 
vfta RECOMMENDED

Audio Analogue has mixed valves and solid­
state in the new hybrid Verdi Cento. Ed Selley 
finds out if it sounds more tube than transistor

A
udio Analogue is Italian 
and makes no secret of 
the fact. If the elegant 
aesthetics and distinctive

topology weren't a sufficient clue to 
the country of origin, then naming 
the product 'Verdi Cento' ought to 
leave you in no doubt. Italian 
composers and musical terms 
dominate the product names of the 
Audio Analogue line-up and 'Cento' 

in this context denotes the power 
output - an honest 100 watts into 
eight ohms.

The £1,600 Verdi Cento sits 
towards the middle of the Audio 
Analogue integrated amplifier range, 
yet by the standards of some recent 
integrated designs that we have seen, 
it is very conventional. Five line 
inputs and a phono stage are fitted, 
along with a pre-out and fixed-level 

□ DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Audio Analogue 
Verdi Cento
ORIGIN:
Italy
TYPE:
Hybrid integrated 
amplifier
WEIGHT:
12.5kg
DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD)
176 x40x159mm
FEATURES:
• Valve preamplifier 
stage
• Five line inputs
• Tape output
•Pre-out
• Switchable moving­
magnet and moving­
coil phono stage
DISTRIBUTOR:
Audio Analogue
CONTACT:
+39 0572 520181
WEBSITE:
audioanalogue.net

tape output. All inputs are RCA 
phono, there are no XLR connections, 
let alone digital or USB inputs. This 
might seem a little antiquated, but 
this focuses the Verdi Cento as an 
amplifier rather than a hub and 
bodes well for the task in hand.
There is also no shortage of DACs or 
CD players with digital inputs if you 
do happen to need them.

Valve-heater
The most distinctive aspect of the 
Verdi Cento is the use of a valve 
preamp mated to a more 
conventional solid-state power 
amplifier. This is something that 
Audio Analogue has been doing for 
some years and is intended to combine 
the naturalness and life that valves 
possess with the speaker-driving 
capability, and better measurements 
of a solid-state amplifier.

The Verdi Cento sports a pair of 
small ECC-type triodes, sat 
horizontally toward the centre of the 
chassis. Unusually, a valve-heater is
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AUDIO ANALOGUE VERDI CENTO DEV/IEIA/E 
INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER £1,600 REVIEWS

fitted with a dedicated secondary power supply to ensure optimal performance in what might otherwise be considered a fairly challenging environment for a pair of small-signal valves.The power amp stage is impressively substantial for an amplifier at this price point. Audio Analogue describes the design as a 'bridged parallel'-type built around a National Semiconductor LM3886 power pack. As with the valve stage, a dedicated secondary power supply is fitted, taking power from the hefty toroidal transformer for the power amp for optimal performance. A pair of large internal heatsinks is also fitted for cooling purposes.The overall impression of the Verdi Cento is that there is a considerable amount of performance engineering for the asking price, especially on a product assembled within the EU.
Channel balanceThe internal phono stage is a welcome addition. Unusually, this supports both moving-magnet and moving-coil outputs and is a useful feature for any turntable user looking for a new amplifier at this price.Switching between moving-magnet and moving-coil is done by physically lifting the lid and altering jumper settings which might be a little involved for those that prefer to leave the 'engine room' of their amp alone, but is presumably something a dealer could do before delivery.Externally, there are some clues to where Audio Analogue has tried to claw some costs back, but none of them are too severe. The volume control is not a conventional 'pot',

»
HOW IT 
COMPARES

THE VERDI 
CENTO makes 
for a fascinating 
comparison to 
the slightly more 
expensive Bel 
Canto C5i, that we 
reviewed last month 
(HFC351).

The Bel Canto 
might be seen as 
the more forward­
looking of the two 
designs; it is a Class 
D unit sporting 
digital inputs and 
a display. The Audio 
Analogue is an 
altogether larger 
and simpler affair.

What is 
interesting is 
that the Class D 
Bel Canto is an 
altogether warmer­
sounding amp 
than the partly 
valve-based Audio 
Analogue. Both are 
fine-sounding amps, 
though, and they 
serve to highlight 
the breadth of 
choice as this 
price point.

but a large jog -dial that progressively illuminates a series of LEDs to show the volume level. This presumably helps channel balance and negates the need for a motorised control, but doesn't provide the 'feel' of a more conventional control. Input selection is also done by scrolling through the inputs rather than by discrete selection, which can be a pain if the inputs you are using are a distance apart.The supplied remote is small, somewhat plasticky and by no means a thing of beauty, but it works
"Sounds extremely 
natural and believably 
real with the vast 
majority of recordings."well enough and will control a matching Audio Analogue CD player for anyone looking to buy a complete system.Minor gripes about the tactility of the volume control aside, the fit and finish of the Verdi Cento is very good. The casework is solid and well finished and the 12.Skg mass is reassuringly hefty. There is no shortage of competition at this price point, but the impressive power output, solid build and the presence of a useful phono stage add up to pretty good value for money against similarly priced competition (see 
How it Compares boxout).
Toe-tappingLeft to run in for a day or two before we sat down to listen, the Verdi Cento springs a few surprises. The

0 Lineinputs O Tape and pre-out O Mainsconnection

O
Three-waybinding ^0 Three-waybinding ^O Phono stage
posts (right channel) posts (left channel)
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DCWIElAfC AUDIO ANALOGUE VERDI CENTOREVIEWS INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER £1,800

O Valve-heater

^C) Phono stage O
 Large mains 
transformer

O
 Valve power 
supply section

subconscious expectation that surrounds any product with valves is that the presentation will be on the warm side with, perhaps, a little bloat in the bottom end. The Verdi Cento has neither of these characteristics. Indeed, the key traits tend toward the exact opposite.This is one of the most dynamic amplifiers we have heard at the price point. It has an uncanny knack of latching on to any timing signature and usually setting the roes tapping at the same time. This is helped by a low-end output that is fast and tuneful and it manages both of these attributes without trading low-end weight. In fact, it takes a little time to discern the purpose and presence

O
Heatsinkfor power 
amp section

O Valves in preamp stage

GIVEN THE VERDI 

Centro is entirely 
based around 
analogue inputs, 
partnering it 
with a DAC would 
make sense and 
the recent victor 
of our DAC Blind 
Listening Group 
Test(HFC350), the 
extremelytatented 
Electrocompaniet 
PDl, would also help 
give the amp a boost 
to its soundstage.

The Quadral Aurum 
Altan VIII speakers 
(also HFC350) would 
complement the 
Verdi Cento well 
and this trio would 
have the ability to 
match excellent 
pace and timing with 
considerable insight 
and good tonality.

of the valves at all, but they do have one.While the Verdi Cento has considerable rhythm and timing abilities, it also manages to sound very smooth and open at the top end as well. This composure and smoothness helps keep the amp listenable, even with poor-quality recordings at comparatively high volume levels.Tonality with voices and instruments is also extremely good. The Verdi Cento generally sounds extremely natural and believably real with the vast majority of recordings and captures the decay of a plucked string or struck key in a thoroughly appealing way The only area that the amp is less than exemplary is in 

terms of soundstage. The presentation can be slightly left/ right and lacking space around the musicians. This doesn't translate into a loss of detail - indeed the amp is good in this regard - but does give some material a slightly compressed feel. It might be named for Verdi, but temperamentally the presentation is more suited to The Verve. The overall presentation is sufficiently appealing that we were prepared to overlook this and with some thoughtfol system-matching would most likely eliminate these traits altogether.
Welcome additionOne final positive is that the phono stage shares the basic characteristics of the amp as a whole, and while not the quietest design we have ever heard, does a good job of working with a relatively low-output Dynavecror design. The overall performance of the phono section suggests that it is no afterthought component and we found the overall performance very enjoyable.Listening at a like-for-like volume level will generally require a higher volume setting, but the overall quality of the design is the easy equal of phono stages in the £200-£300 category and gives the amp a useful and worthwhile additional feature over many of its key competitors.The Verdi Cenro is a welcome addition to a keenly contested price point. In 2011, exactly what should be the constituent inputs on an integrated amplifier is somewhat open to debate. There will be those that would like digital inputs or other connectivity and who will find a row of phono plugs a little old fashioned. Others may find the slightly left/right presentation a little flat. But for anybody who has all of the digital inputs they need and who also uses vinyl, the Verdi Cenro definitely deserves an audition. •

TECH LABS Hi-Fi Choice
RESULTS AT A GLANCE OUR VERDICT
Excellent

Above 
average 

Average
Below 

average
Poor

20Hz-20kHz+/ 
0.148dB.
Channels plotted 
within O.OOldB 
of each other

70W(0.1%THD) 
into8ohms.
Farbelowthe 
specification of 
100Winto8ohms

^^^-TO- 
^NOISE f^TO:
20Hz-20kHz.
83dB Good S/N 
ratioatourlow- 
level distortion 
reference

TI-Diil^: 

(lkHz,8ohms) 
0.1%. Relatively 
high reading, 
but mostly 
2nd harmonic 
at-60dB.

^PHASE^^^ 
lkHz-0.008 
degrees.
Remarkable 
Phase integrity 
acrossthe 
audio band

****1
VAIU[ FOR WOOL

****C)
BUII.0 QUALITY

****
FEATURES

****

UKE Solid build; lively 
andvivid sound; good 
phonostage

DISLIKE: Slightly 
compressed soundstage; 
quirky volumeand 
input selection

WESAY:Acapableand 
strong performing amplifier 
with many li keable features

OVERALL

****j
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SYSTEM

Expression. 

Emotion.
Experience.
The combination of the iO2 satellite 

speaker and Santorin 25 subwoofer 

are a genuine audiophile and aesthetic 

alternative to traditional loudspeakers; 

with the advantages of beautiful design, 

high quality full range reproduction and 

point source drive unit technology.

The co-axial 130 mm mid/bass and 

25 mm tweeter provide the benefits of 

Cabasse's Spatially Coherent System, 

as found in the flagship La Sphere 

speakers, in a more compact enclosure 

- faithful timbre reproduction, no artificial 

colouration and a soundstage with 

unrivalled realism and depth.

The partnering Santorin 25, 250 watt 

subwoofer, with its 34 Hz low frequency 

extension, is available in gloss white or 

black to match the iO2, which can be 

specified in black pearl with light oak or 

wenge stands or white pearl with wenge. 

Complemented by shelf mounting and 

in-ceiling and in-wall variants, the iO2 

is a truly compact audio and video 

loudspeaker system with perfect design 

integration and absolute high fidelity. 

www.cabasse.com

Hear them now at: Holburn Hi-Fi, Aberdeen www.holburnhifi.co.uk

Senso, Truro www.senso-systems.co.uk

Soundcraft, Ashford www.soundcrafthifi.corn

http://www.cabasse.com
http://www.holburnhifi.co.uk
http://www.senso-systems.co.uk
http://www.soundcrafthifi.corn


ROKSAN

Introducing the all-new M2 Power Amp from Roksan Audio

Available November 2011

The New M2 Stereo Power Amp is a thing of beauty. Housed within a sleek minimalist 
shell, this high quality component will push out a powerful but well controlled

125 Watts into both channels.*
*125 Watts at 8 Ohms - 85 Watts at 4 Ohms

The M2 Stereo Power Amp joins the M2 CD Player and M2 Integrated Amplifier in 
Roksan's premium range of Hi-Fi electronics.

Roksan Audio is distributed in the UK by Henley Designs Ltd.
Web: www.henleydesigns.co.uk - Tel: 01235 511 166 - Email: sales@henleydesigns.co.uk

http://www.henleydesigns.co.uk
mailto:sales@henleydesigns.co.uk


REGA BRIO-R DEVIFVUQINTEGRATED AMPLIFIER £398 REVIEWS

Brio
benchmark
Rega's new compact Brio-R amp uses a circuit 
design originally conceived in the late sixties.
Jason Kennedy examines the modern classic

he Brio-R is new in more ways than its remote handset, for a start it's a totally new circuit, albeitone that was originally conceived in the late sixties. Rega designer Terry Bateman discovered the circuit as a result of buying and reading a large collection of second-hand Wireless World magazines and noticing that the previous owner engineer Mike Howell, had circled particular articles. These articles led him to a design which was published in 1970, but to Terry's knowledge never put into production.
Solid-state onionsThe Brio-R uses modern Sanken Darlington output transistors, but it's the Class A stage that drives this final element that is different. It has more in common with valve amp design and, according to Teny, gives this Class AB amplifier the performance characteristics of the breed. This primary stage uses a single emitter - follower (or buffer) which reduces the load on the voltage amplifier and improves overall linearity. It's pretty technical stuff, but suffice to say that Terry knows his valve and solid-state onions better than most and used a classic Leak Stereo 20 valve amp as his benchmark, so we can't argue with that.

SOUND QUALITY
*****
VALUE FOR MONEY
*****
BUILD QUALITY
****FEATURES 
****
OVERALL

□ DETAILS

PRODUCT:
Rega Brio-R
ORIGIN: UK

The Brio-R inhabits the same half­width casework as the Rega DAC 
(HFC 346)and is styled to match with aluminium push-buttons in its ABS facia. It has four line inputs, a tape output and a moving-magnet phono stage. Confusingly, the latter is not indicated on the rear panel, but merely labelled Input 1, which leaves it vulnerable to abuse by line-level sources which will sound pretty distorted and could possibly damage the phono stage. It has an earth point, but this is underneath the case so doesn't give the game away.
Ferrous-freeThe remote handset is an attractive lump with all the usual options, including Mute but not Power On/ Off. Unlike the Rega DAC, the Brio-R has a conventional !EC mains inlet, so there is room to try aftermarket power leads. Power output is quoted at 50 watts into eight ohms and this rises to 73 watts when the impedance is halved. So it's no powerhouse, yet despite its Class A driver stage it does not run particularly hot.Build quality is neat and solid, rather than particularly flashy; the only real concession to cost being the ABS front and rear panels. The main chassis is aluminium, so the whole thing is devoid of ferrous metals and that's a desirable quality at any price.

lYPE:
Integrated amplifier
DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
80x218x325mm
WEIGHT:
6kg
FEATURES:
• Power output: 
50w/8ohm, 
73w/4ohm
• Four line inputs
• MM phono stage
• Remote control
• Colour options: 
black, silver
DISTRIBUTOR:
Rega Research
TELEPHONE: 
01702333071
WEBSITE: 
rega.co.uk

Game-changingWhile the Brio-R might be based on valve ideals, it does not have the classic mid/forward balance and slightly softened bandwidth extremes of the ilk, it does, however, reveal an uncanny amount of the character of everything it plays, which is a positive glass audio characteristic.It also does the thing that all Rega products seem to excel at: it's a great communicator that delivers the message in the music. It's not the most powerful-sounding 50 watts we've encountered and if you want to crank up the volume you'll need high-sensitivity speakers. However, if you want to be drawn into the music then it's the best value tool for the job that we've heard since the Pioneer A400.The phono stage is remarkably good for the money, too, we plugged in a Rega RP3 with Elys 2 cartridge and were instantly engaged by the texture and timing subtleties of the music. Again the forte is musicality not sound for its own sake. Bass could be more extended, for instance, but there are big differences between recordings which can be astonishing.
Giant-slayingThe Brio-R proves that you do not have to play loud to get the best out of your music, it is unusually transparent and totally engaging at sensible levels. We were quite taken aback by the degree to which it tells you what's going on in the mix and had to remind ourselves that it's a sub-£400 amplifier on more than one occasion. This amp is one of a rare breed of components that can be dropped into a highly revealing system and, speaker sensitivity allowing, actually enhance the results, thanks to its ability to reveal so many of the key musical details. Very few budget amps can do that. •

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT

LIKE: Fights well above 
its weight in terms of 
timingand musicality
DISLIKE: The lack 
of clearlabellingon 
the phono input 
seems unwise
WE SAY: Don'tjudgethis 
book by its cover, just 
closeyoureyes and fly

*****
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NAIMND5XS
NETWORK AUDIO PLAYER £1,925

►

Hi-Fi
Choice

ESSI
XSallareas
forjust£2k
Nairn introduces its 'entry-level' network audio 
player, but there is nothing 'entry-level', however, 
about its performance, says Malcolm Steward

□ DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Nairn ND5XS
ORIGIN: 
UK
TYPE:
Network audio 
player
WEIGHT:
6.5kg
DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD)
430x70x310mm
FEATURES:
•Apple 
authenticated iPod 
connectivity

organisational abilities including 
access to 'Naim's Choice' higher- 
quality radio streams, which include 
the 320kHz feeds from Radio 
Paradise and AVROKlassiek. There is 
also an optional FM/DAB module 
that lets users add terrestrial radio 
capabilities to the unit if they so wish.

The fascia of the unit is elegantly 
simple and features a single USB 
port, an OLED display and a matrix 
of nine control/navigation buttons. 
Naturally, though, these are not the 
sole means of controlling the device. 
It comes with a remote control

□ he ND5 XS is Naim's 
second network audio 
player and its first to 
offer native streaming 

of 24-bit/192 kHz sources. It follows 
the lauded and more expensive 
(£2,995) NDX (HFC 345) that arrived 
in February, this year. It differs from 
its forerunner, though, in being built 
into the attractive, slim-line XS series 
case rather than the taller Classic 
series enclosure, but is similar in 
being performance upgradeable.

Upgrade options currently available 
include the XPS or PS 555 power 
supplies and the Nairn DAC. We're 
told that a matching low-profile 
power supply will be available next 
year, as well.

In terms of technology, the ND5 XS 
draws significantly on the established 
and Nairn DAC (HFC328). It uses 
the same innovative SHARC 40-bit 
DSP-based buffering with fixed clocks 
technology, along with 16-times 
oversampling and Naim's proprietary 
low generated noise, digital filtering 

algorithms. The ND5 XS's 16-times 
oversampling mode DAC is the 
Burr-Brown PCM1791A. This runs at 
a maximum sample rate of 768 kHz 
and can handle UPnP signals at up to 
32-bit, floating-point, 192 kHz 
sample rates.

Naim's choice
Like its big brother, the NDX, the 
ND5 XS adds far more to a system 
than just streaming. It can also be a 
digital input expander through 
offering three S/PDIF digital inputs 
to support digital connection of 
computers, set top boxes and CD 
players. This can be regarded as a 
'free' upgrade if your CD player will 
benefit from an external DAC and 
few will have on-board DACs 
anywhere near as sophisticated or 
as painstakingly implemented as 
that in the ND5 XS.

Furthermore, the player provides 
access to internet radio, supported 
by the vTuner. five-star, full service. 
This provides useful facilities and

• Playback from USB 
memory sticks
• Streams 24-bit/ 
192kHz sources 
natively
• Internet radio with 
V-tuner facility 
•Optional FM/DAB 
radio module
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Nairn Audio
CONTACT:
01722426600
WEBSITE:
naimaudio.com

handset and for iPod Touch, iPad, 
and iPhone users there is the free 
n-Stream app, which we consider the 
easiest way to select the source and 
music you want to hear.

The ND5 XS streams and plays 
WAY, FLAC, AIFF, AAC, ^WMA, Ogg 
Vorbis and MP3 files, either through 
its UPnP connectivity, or from a 
memory stick plugged into its USB 
port. The latter can also be used to 
connect an iPod or equivalent. Being 
Apple Authenticated, the ND5 XS will 
extract a pure digital signal from the 
iPod or iPhone to enable optimum 
performance from the device.

Finally, fans of classical music and 
progressive rock will be pleased to 
hear that the ND5 XS offers true 
gapless playback of all formats.

Fine adjustments
The build quality here is typical of 
Nairn Audio: the company obsesses 
over little details that clearly strike 
competing manufacuirers as too 
insignificant to concern themselves 
with. However, the cumulative effect

48 lifl Choice AWARDS 2011 www.hifichoice.co.uk
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NAIM ND5 XS
NETWORK AUDIO PLAYER £1,925

of all that fanatical attention to detail gives the NDS XS a finesse that eludes its competitors. The sort of detail we're discussing here is outwardly inconsequential: for example, exactly where and how the cable ties are fitted to a wiring loom; or the length and orientation of a wire between circuit boards. In isolation, these probably makes the tiniest of tiny differences, but include another dozen similar fine adjustments and the cumulative difference becomes far more significant and the result easily discernible.In order to keep noise levels to an absolute minimum, the NDS XS features galvanic isolation between sections of the circuitry. The power supplies for each section of the signal path are also independent. Four separate secondary windings feed
[ CONNECTIONS

Ethernetconnection O Wirelessaerial O Digitalinputs ^0 Digitaloutput O Analogueoutputso

"The way the NDS XS makes music simply makes you feel good to be alive."four separate power supplies for complete isolation. These separate supplies provide part of the electrical isolation of the digital DSP section from the DAC chips and analogue circuits. The reservoir capacitors are larger than would typically be used to reduce the unregulated voltage noise and provide increased short-term current capability. Voltage supplies to many of the digital circuits are double- and, in some cases, triple-regulated to reduce noise further. When an external power supply is employed the supply

©
Connection for 
external PSU 

becomes quadruple-regulated. It also provides a significantly larger toroidal transformer and larger reservoir capacitors to increase the noise reduction.
SoundXSWe auditioned the NDS XS mainly through a Nairn SUPERNAIT integrated amplifier/Hi-Cap power supply combination and a pair of NEAT Acoustics Ultimatum XLS loudspeakers. The electronics were on Quadraspire Sunoko Vent supports; the speakers were on their own dedicated stands; while the loudspeaker cabling was TelluriumQ Ultra Black. It was also auditioned through an active, tri-amped, Nairn DBL system.The sound of the NDS XS immediately makes one smile: the

NAIM EQUIPMENT 
focuses primarily 
on musical 
performance.
That is the be-all- 
and-end-all of its 
products, even if 
in recent years the 
aesthetics and 
user convenience 
elements have 
been given greater 
consideration 
than before.

The appearance of 
Naim's electronics 
has moved on quite 
a way since the 
'Chrome Bumper' 
and 'Olive' eras. 
In this respect, 
though, one still 
cannot expect the 
overt styling flair of, 
say, Yamaha and the 
NP-52000, another 
fine-sounding, if not 
as comprehensively 
equipped streamer.

One can hardly 
also expect the 
low prices of a 
mainstream product 
such as the Marantz 
NA7004, which 
turns in a credible 
performance and an 
excellent array of 
facilities, including 
Apple Airplay, for 
around £600.

Regardless of its 
utilitarian build, 
the performance 
of the Nairn tends 
to leave its fancier 
competitors 
very much in 
second place.
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DEVIEIA/C NAIMND5XSREVIEWS NETWORK AUDIO PLAYER £1,925

HIDDEN TECH

O lowjitterdock

O Analoguefilter

ODSP

O DA(

presentation is more than just hi-fi, it 
is communication at its most intimate 
and telling. Rather than analyse the 
sound, one's instant reaction is to sit 
back, relax and simply enjoy the 
music. And that is regardless of 
whether one is listening to a baroque 
guitar quietly strumming the works 
of Fernando Sor or the challenging 
musique concrete of Edgard Varese 
being played with vim and vigour by 
a full orchestra. Either way, the word 
finesse springs instantly to mind: the 
music sounds so natural and unforced 
with no 'mechanical' or 'electronic' 
overtones intruding on your enjoyment.

Similarly, the sound is clean, 
extended at both frequency extremes, 
and free from any obvious coloration 
or added emphasis. Instrumentation

SYSTEM 
BUILDING

Q ARM9 uController

O
 large toroidal 

transformer

and voices on the 24-bit/96kHz rip of 
the eponymous Buena Vista Social 
Club album are pure and gloriously 
expressive, with a characteristically 
persistent but relaxed, Cuban beat. 
The top end is open and clear while 
the low frequencies have impressive 
weight and are sufficiently crisply 
defined to be rhythmically genuinely 
propulsive. Piano, that most telling of 
instruments, has weight, definition 
and absolutely secure, stable pitch, 
along with excellent transients and 
note shape.

The system produced excellent 
sound-staging, exhibiting incredibly 
accurately focused stereo images on 
Cassandra Wilson's album, Belly of 
the Sun. The next surprise came 
when we played Moonshadow from

NAIM EXPECTS the 
NDS XS primarily to 
appear in systems 
that include 
other XS range 
components, as 
these are designed 
to be especially 
synergistic and 
do, in fact, work 
together exceedingly 
well. So you will 
probably find it 
being demonstrated 
by retailers with a 
CDS XS CD player, 
NAITXSorNAC1S2 
XS/NAPlSS XS 
amplifier, a FraimLite 
support system and, 
perhaps, the Ovator 

S400 loudspeakers 
in an all-Naim set­
up. The CDS XS can 
usefully benefit, of 
course, from the 
digital inputs on the 
NDSXS.

TheNDSXS is 
not only designed 
to deliver its best 
penformance in all­
Naim XS systems: 
we found it worked 
well and sounded 
balanced and highly 
informative with a 
Creek 53SO amplifier 
and NEAT Petite SX 
speakers. It also 
worked flawlessly 
in a revealing, fully 
active system using 
Nairn reference 
quality Classic 
components and 
DBlloudspeakers.

Cat Stevens' 1971 album, Teaser and 
the Firecat: the NDJ XS revealed both 
strikingly dramatic and subtle 
dynamic contrasts in the music that 
came as something of a delightful 
surprise. It should not have surprised 
anyone, however, after the Naim's 
spell-binding presentation of a 
24-bit/96kHz vinyl rip of Art Pepper's 
1957 album, Meets the Rhythm 
Section. This was a genuine 'musicians 
in the room with you' experience. 
The instrumental timbre was so 
credible and vivid, and the playing so 
vital and animated, there was no 
other way to describe the sheer 
realism that we experienced.

The final challenge was to see how 
well the ND5 XS fared with the bete 
noire of most music collections, 
country music... albeit the modern 
variety of artists such as Shawn 
Colvin. The portrayal of her voice, 
and those of other singers, was 
superb, and packed with expression 
and emotion.

Close to sublime
The performance of the ND5 XS is 
not far short of sublime and easily 
justifies its comparatively modest - in 
the scheme of things - price. It even 
holds its head high and exposes no 
weaknesses in the company of more 
expensive Classic components, which 
is high praise in itself.

Its ability to cope with 24-bit/ 
192kHz streams future-proofs it for 
some considerable time and allows 
the lovers of hi-res to pursue their 
studio-master fix. The n-Stream app 
adds all the convenience to the 
package for which one could ask.

In an appropriate system, the way 
the ND5 XS makes music simply 
makes you feel good to be alive. It 
must be said that the £2,995 NDX 
has the edge over the ND5XS in 
sound quality terms, but most people 
will find that their performances are 
very close: there are certainly no 
glaring night and day differences. •

[ TECH LABS 1 Hi-Fi Choice
RESULTS AT A GLANCE
Excellent

Above 
average 
Average

Below 
average

Poor
^.H

OdBFS):
2.lOlrms(L);
2.108Vrms(R) 
Good level, 
extremely 
well-matched

WTl-D+N:(OdBFS): 
0.002%; 0.02% 
(-20dBFS); 2.1% 
(-60dBFS). 
Distortion at 
fundamental 
levels at all 
sample and 
bit rates

20Hz^20kHz 
+/-0.16dB 
+/-0.166dB L, 
+/-0.156dBR) 
Little difference 
between channels

@lOkHz(LtoR): 
•87dB;RtoL): 
•878.Atthe 
higherend 
for crosstalk 
performance

D^^^

99dB. Stunning 
dynamic range

OUR VERDICT
LIKE: We love the musical 
integrity and overall 
coherence of the design
DISLIKE: There is honestly 
little to dislike in this 
competitive package
WE SAY: A 'starter' product, 
its performance comes 
closeto that of a reference­
level streamer

SOUND QUALITY

*****
VALUE FOR MONEY

★ ★★★★
BUILD QUALITY
*****
FEATURES
*****
OVERALL
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RETURNING SOON TO THE CRADLE OF 
HIGH-END AUDIO

http://WWW.BURMESTER.DE


WELCOME TO THE NORTH EAST
ANATEK RESEARCH 

APOLLO 
ATACAMA 

AV INTERNATIONAL 
CHORD COMPANY 

CHORD ELECTRONICS 
CLEARAUDIO 

DYNAVECTOR 
EAR YOSHINO 

GOLDRING 
GRAHAM ENGINEERING 

GRAHAM SLEE 
G F HADCOCK 

ISOTEK 
KOETSU 

KUDOS AUDIO 
MARTIN LOGAN 

LYRA 
MAGNEPLANAR 

MELODY 
MICHELL ENGINEERING 

MONITOR AUDIO

HIFISOUND, Castlegate Mill, Quayside, Stockton on Tees 01642 267012

NAD 
NAIM AUDIO 
NORDOST 
NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE 
OPERA 
ORTOFON 
PATHOS ACOUSTICS 
PROJECT 
PS AUDIO 
PURESOUND 
REGA 
REVOLVER 
ROKSAN 
SME 
STAX 
SUGDEN AUDIO 
TEAC ESOTERIC 
TRANSFIGURATION 
TRICHORD RESEARCH 
UNISON RESEARCH 
USHER AUDIO 
VAN DE HUL

CNDHANDHIFl.CO.UK
Guaranteed used and Ex-demo audio equipment from HiFiSound - the UK's premier source

Call 0845 6019390 Email Choice:@Cndhandhifi co uk
Analogue

8&0 Beogram 4000, due in 149
Cardas Neutral Reference Tonearm Cable 299
Clearaudio Unify tonearm. brand new 999
Clearaudio Concept. mint boxed ex demo Call
Creek Wyndsor, RB250, Benz Micro cartridge, near mint 1199 
Garrard 301, good cosmetics, full working order 799
Grace G707 excellent boxed 199
Graham Slee Jazz Club, mint due m 
Lehmann Black Cube Phono Stage 
Linn LP12, Valhalla. Akilo
Linn LP12 with Valhalla & Basik Plus tonearm
Linn LP12, Valhalla & Basik arm smoked lid
Linn Ekos 2. vgc
Logic DM101. good order. linn fit
Michell Hydraulic Reference, SME 3009, new lid 
Michell Tecnodec with new Moth RB250. excellent 
Michell Orbe SE. DC motor. excellent boxed 
Michell Orbe SE, AC motor. excellent boxed 
Nairn Stagellne, recent excellent boxed
Notis Analogue Spacedeck/arm, heavy kit, p/s
Ortofon TA1000 Tonearm, brand new unused
Project Tube Box original, excellent
Project Tube Box SE Mk2, excellent boxed
Project RPM10. vgc boxed
Quad 24P phono stage nr mint boxed ex demo
Rega P3. St Georges flag. excellent boxed
Revolver Rebel, vgc+
Roksan TMS1 & DSU superb boxed, recent TM service 
Roksan Nima. unipivot tonearm vgc
Roksan Xerxes, XPS2, Tabriz Zi. Goldring cartridge vgc 
SME 20/2a turntable and tonearm. mint ex demo 
SME Series V, just serviced, boxed etc 
SME 3009/2, excellent
The Source. off board p/s vgc & new Otofon TA1OOO 
Systemdek 3 original shape 
ThorensTD125, excellent original box/packing 
Thorens T0124, Excellent, due in
Thorens TD125. SME 3009. SME plinth, excellent 
Tom Evans The Groove, excellent
Townsend Rock 2. Rega tonearm vgc boxed
Townsend Rock 2, Excallbur tonearm vgc boxed 
Trichord Dino Mkt, excellent boxed
Wiison Benesch Act 1 Tonearm. nr mint superb
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Radio/Recordert
Arcam Alpha 8 Tuner. unused - so mini boxed! 149
Hitachi FT5500mk2, bargain FM quality 49
Meridian 204, good condition 199
Nakamichi's - 7 currently in stock Call
Quad FM3, vgc 99
Quad FM66. excellent 299
Sony STSBD900 DAB/FM Tuner, excellent boxed 149

1 Amplifiers 1
AMR A77, excellent flightcased 3249
Amber Series 70 US Power amp. good condition 199
Arcam Alpha 9 excellent 199
Arcam A70. vgc 99
Arcam A60, excellent condition 99
ATC CA2 preamp with remote 349
Audio Research LS2. vgc boxed. due in 649
Audio Research SP11mk2. 2009 Official service Offers!
Beard P500.A/P100 Pre Power combo, due in Call
Cambridge Audio ASO Integrated 149
Cambridge Audio C500/PSOO pre power. vgc 119
CR Developments Kalypso, EL34 integrated, ex boxed 649
Cyrus 8vs Integrated, remote. reasonable condition 249
Denon DAP2500Pre/POA4400 Monos. good condition 799
EAR 890 Power Amplifier ex demo mint boxed 3999
Esoteric A03 ex demo mint Call
Exposure 28 Power. nr mint boxed 599
Gamut Si100. excellent boxed 2499
Krell KAV400xi, nr mint boxed 1599
Krell Evolution 600 Monoblocks £31,000 new! Offers!
Marklevinson ML9. due in 999
Lnn Majik 2100 Power 899
Luxman LV105u. rare integrated, excellent boxed Call
Luxman LV505u. integrated, nr mini boxed 1999
Melody 300bp Monoblock amps ex demo 2749
Melody 101 Preamplifier. world renowned ex demo 2499
Melody 2A3 Integrated, ex demo Call
Meridian 601 preamplifier. vgc with remote due in Call
Meridian 201 preamplifier. vgc with 209 remote 199
Micromega IA60. near mint boxed 500
Musical Fidelity AS Pre/Power combo mint boxed 1599
Musical Fidelity NuVista integrated Amplifier. excellent 1499
Musical Fidelity A370 power amp, monster! 899
Musical Fidelity P180 with CAPS vgc 499
Musical Fidelity MVT preamp vgc 399
Musical Fidelity 3a preamp vgc 199
NAIM NAG 112 excellent boxed 249
NAIM Flatcap. excellent boxed 199
NAIM Flatcap 2, excellent boxed 299
NAIM NAC92/NAP90 Pre Power, nr mint boxed 399
NAIM NAC72, excellent with phono boards 299
NAIM NAIT 3, excellent boxed 349
NAIM Supernait. excellent boxed 1599
Primare A30.1. excellent boxed 649
PS Audio Trio P200, excellent boxed with remote 399
Ouad 33/34/44/303/405 all vgc Call
Quad 66 preamp, excellent boxed 399
Raysonic SP100mk2, excellent boxed 999
Rega Mira 3. ex demo Call
Rega Cursa 3. Maia 3 and Exon 3 Monos ex demo Call
Ratel AC972 Preamp, remote 199
Sony TANSSES. excellent bo11ed, due in Call
Sudgen A21 SE less than 6 months old. mint boxed 1599
Sugden Masterclass Pre/Power 2499

Digital Loudspeaker
Accustic Arts Drive 2 & Tube DAG SE, £14,000+ new 
AMA CD77. excellent flightcased
Arcam Alpha CD7se. excellent with remote
Arcam Alpha CD8se, excellent with remote
Arcam CD73, excellent remote, boxed
Arcam Alpha 8, excellent remote, boxed
Arcam CD62. excellent. remote
Arcam DV139, excellent, remote 
Arcam Delta 170/Black box DAG 
Audio Aero Capttole, vgc boxed 
Audiolab SOOOCD. excellent. remote 
Cyrus coax. reasonable condition. remote 
Cyrus coax. excellent condition, remote 
Cyrus CD6S. excellent boxed 
EAR Acute 2, ex demo, mint 
Esoteric UX3Pi. as new boxed
Gamut CD3. excellent boxed, £5k new 
Linn Karik 3. excellent 
Linn Genki, excellent boxed 
Leema Pulse 3. nr mint boxed
Meridian 203 DAC, vgc
Meridian 200 Transport, good condition
Meridian 207 CD/Preamp, good condition 
Micromega CD10, nr mint boxed new model 
Micromega CD30, nr mint boxed new model 
Musical Fidelity NuVista 30. excellent boxed 
NAIM CDSXS, nr mint ex demo 
NAIM CDX. excellent boxed 
NAlM CD3.5, excellent boxed
NA1M CDSi mk2. excellent with remote REDUCED 
NA!M CDX2, as new boxed 
Philips SACD1000. vgc+ boxed 
Primare A30.2. excellent boxed
Quad 99 COP Mk2, excellent boxed 
Rega Apollo, ex demo mint boxed 
Aoksan Kandy K2, excellent boxed 
Sony SCD1, with Audiocom Mods, excellent boxed 
Sony SCD XB940, reasonable condition
TEAC P700/0700 excellent boxed 1/2 size pair 
Trichord Research Digital TI Pulsar Dae and PSU 
Unison Research Unico CD. nr mint ex demo 
Vincent CDS6MK. near mint boxed 
Wadia iPod dock. nr mint ex demo
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Cyrus PSXR. excellent 249
Denon AVC-A11SR. excellent  ... 299
Nairn NAPSC, Flatcap etc Call
Onkyo AV Amplifers, special deals now on
PS Audio Quintessence. as new boxed REDUCED 399
Sonic Link mains cables, various 49
Townshend Seismic rack, 4 tier mint 1098
Trichord Research Powerblock Call

ATC SCMSOa, recent service 2499
AVI Neutron 5. ex demo mint 349
AVI ADM9.1, ex demo nr mint 849
Audiovector M3 Signature Actives. nr mint boxed 1249 
B&W DM6, poor cosmetics, 119
B&W DM70 Continental, fair cosmetics. fully working Offers 
John Bowers Active 1s, good condition 199
Definitive Technology Mythos 2, pair, bargain! 399
Focal 1037Be. excellent boxed 3249
GRIFFIN LOUDSPEAKERS WANTED Call
Hyperion HPS938, excellent boxed. BARGAIN 1999
Indigo Model One, with matching Subl units boxed 249 
Kef Cresta, excellent boxed 49
Kef 03. excellent 119
Kef 104.2, boxed Call
Kef 103.3. with Kube. for details Call
Kudos ClO 'Super Ten' Flightcased. superb 1999
Kudos C30, Oak finish. excellent 2799
Linn Keilidh. KuStone stands in cherry 299
Magneplanar MG3.6. Ex demo. superb Call
Martin Logan Odyssey, excellent boxed 2999
Meridian M20 Active speakers 399
Meridian M3 Active speakers 399
Meridian M1 Active speakers, boxed due in Call
Monitor Audio Radius HO, various ex display Call
Monitor Audio GSW12 Gold series Subwoofer, e11cellent 699 
Monitor Audio BX2. ex demo mint 179
Monitor Audio P1200. vgc. bo11ed 2749
PSB Alpha B1 Stereophile Product of the year BARGAIN!!! 99 
Proac Tablette Anniversary. as new 899
Quad ESL57s. due in 499
Scandyna Minipod speakers, excellent 249
SD Acoustics SD1. bo11ed. due in Call
Thiel CS7.2. vgc. just refurbished.. 2999
Townshend Glastonbury 2. good condition 749
Whartedale Diamond Home cinema pack, ex demo Call 
Usher S520 and matching Subwoofers Call
Usher 718 Diamonds. e11cellent boxed. ex demo 1399 
Wharfedale Diamond Home cinema pack. ex demo Call
Whartedale 10.1 ex demo, nr mint bo11ed 149
Wharfedale 10.3 ex demo. excellent boxed 199
Whafedale Active Diamond 7.1s - rare boxed! 119
Wilson WatVPuppy 3/2. vgc+. crated due in... 2249

SPECIAL SYSTEM DEALS
Audio Analogue Crescendo Amp & CD. ex demo 799 
Micromega CD10 & IA60. both as new 999
Krell Showcase Cinema (HDMI), mint boxed ONLY 4999
NAIM UnitiQute & Kudos X2s. ex demo Call
NAO various ex demo pieces Call
Onkyo TSXR608 and Q Acoustics 2000 Cinema pack Call 
Rega Saturn, Cursa 3, Exon 3s, e11cellent Call
TEAC Reference 380 system, brand new boxed Call

Telephone 01642 267012, Tuesday to Saturday 10 ’til 5 
or email choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk

Go online to see special offers to celebrate our new website
www.turntableworld.co.uk - the analogue specialists - 01642 267012

CNDHANDHIFl.CO.UK
mailto:choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk
http://www.turntableworld.co.uk


PRO-JECT MEDIA BOX S DEWIEIA/C
DIGITAL MEDIA PLAYER £249 REVIEWS

Making 
good
Pro-Ject's new Media Box S has been designed 
to get the best from mass-market compressed 
music files.Jason Kennedy fires up his iTunes

□ f you buy your music as a 
download from iTunes or 
similar it's supplied as a 
compressed MP3 or AAC 

file, sometimes heavily compressed. 
To the audio enthusiast such a purchase 
seems illogical, but it's still an approach 
that's steadily killing off CD.

Pro-Ject has decided to take the 
bull by the horns with its Media 
Box S, a digital file player that is 
restricted to compressed formats and 
thus is dedicated to doing the best 
it can to make them sound good. 
This tiny player is the first and most 
affordable in a new range of Pro-Ject 
media players and streamers, so 
how does it stand up?

Making more from less
At a mere lOOmm wide this is the 
smallest source component we've 
come across, but despite that it has 
analogue and digital outputs and can 
play material stored on USB drives 
and SD cards (the same ones used in 
cameras). This seems odd but we've 
noticed that this format has its 
adherents in the more radical corners 
of the hi-fi globe, even if the majority 
of players currently available are for 
pro applications.

The Media Box S will play only three 
formats at up to 384kbps, so it can't 
cope with the more audiophile 
formats like WAV or FlAC, nor even 
Apple Lossless in its least compressed 
form. Pro-Jeer's plan with this 
product was to make the most of 
the best-selling music formats by 
taking an audiophile approach to its 
design, so it has used the best DAC 
and output stage that it can find for 
the price, and spent the minimum on 
the casework and display. If you want 
to get a better result than you can 
with a laptop or iPod there is not a 
great deal of competition.

Keep guessing
The tiny box is not so much of an 
issue, a credit-card-size remote 
gets round its three-button 
limitations, but the size of the 
display, (2Smm diagonal), is a bit 
of a challenge. The bright LED 
display is legible, but not very 
intuitive, a bit like the keys on 
the remote.

As you can attach a USB HD to 
the unit, which might have hundreds 
of albums on it, you need to have 
them well organised if you are to 
find individual tracks via the display.

C DETAILS

PRDUCT:
Pro-Ject Media Box S
ORIGIN:
Czech
TYPE:
Digital media player
WEIGHT:
0.55kg
DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD)
103x36x103mm
FEATURES:
•Audio formats:
MP3,WMA,AAC
• Data rate: 384kbps, 
VBRsupport
• DAC: 24/96kHz 
upsampling
• Digital output: S/ 
POi F coaxial
DISTRIBUTORS:
Henley Designs
TELEPHONE:
01235 511166
WEBSITE:
project-audio.corn

Folder/album stepping can be done 
with the remote as can five track 
jumps, but it didn't always play the 
piece that we selected and reverted 
to the first song in the folder.

Touch trouncing
Once we had ripped a few tracks 
to MP3 and AAC (320kbps, VBR) 
and got to grips with the interface, 
this little unit proved highly 
entertaining and surprisingly 
revealing. The first discovery was 
just how immediate and vital it 
could make compressed material 
sound, it can also extract powerful 
bass and deliver remarkable 
spaciousness for something so 
affordable. It is notably more open 
and detailed than a Squeezebox 
Touch which sounds very soft and 
cuddly by comparison. It's also 
dramatically better than an iPod's 
analogue output, even with a 
Kimber interconnect.

We were also surprised at how 
much better music stored on an SD 
card sounded, compared to a USB 
thumbdrive, the latter is a little bit on 
the thin side while the SD card sound 
is subtle and nuanced with a lot more 
tonal depth.

Musical box
This little Box is clearly a well 
thought out device, it might have 
a rather small display but when it 
comes to getting the most out of 
compressed material it does a 
remarkable job. We found ourselves 
enjoying music both old and new 
from an SD card and have to say that 
it has given us renewed faith in the 
potential of mass-market downloads.

Hooking up a Rega DAC provided 
further icing for the cake by 
improving stereo separation and 
timing, but on its own terms the 
Media Box S is remarkably musical. •

Hi-F i Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY 

★ ★★★
VALUE FOR MONEY

*****
BUILD QUALITY

****
FEATURES 

★ ★★

LIKE: Does a 
remarkable job with 
compressed media and 
accommodates SD cards

DISLIKE: Tiny display is 
a negative

WE SAY: Delivers its 
brief ofimproving 
compressed music files 
with gusto

OVERALL

****
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ELIPSON MC1
ONE-BOX HI-FI SYSTEM £1,300

In the 
round
Elipson's one-box Music Center MCl is a striking 
piece of design. Ed SeUey finds out if it has a well 
rounded sound to match its looks

□ DETAILS

PRODUCT:
Elipson Music Center 
MCl
ORIGIN:
France/China
TYPE:
One-box streaming 
hi-fi system
WEIGHT:
3.Bkg
DIMENSIONS:
WxHxD
330x78x330mm
FEATURES:
• CD replay with MP3 
and WMA playback

o ur first introduction to 
the recently invigorated 
Elipson was via the 
remarkable looking

Planet L speaker (HFC 350). Any 
manufacturer whose idea of a 
standmount speaker is a brightly 
coloured sphere the size of a bowling 
ball is unlikely to release its partnering; 
electronics in an ordinary box and 
Elipson hasn't disappointed us.

The Music Center MCI is, as the 
name suggests, an all-in-one system. 
It boasts a striking appearance, 
which comprises a disc-shaped 
chassis, roughly 80mm tall, and 
perfectly circular when viewed 
from above. Finished in brushed 
aluminium, this is a very smart­
looking piece of kit and thankfully, 
like the Planet, the engineering 
within makes it more than simply a 

•DAB/FM/AM 
internal tuner
• USB Input
• Wireless dongle
• Optional Kleer iPod 
connector
DISTRIBUTOR:
BBG
TELEPHONE:
01925 205605
WEBSITE:
elipson.com

visual statement. And while it isn't 
circular for the same reasons as the 
Planet is spherical, the Music Centre 
has been designed around the 
contents rather than the other 
way around.

ICEpower
Under the lid is a CD mechanism, 
DAB/+, FM/AM tuner and a 60-watt 
amplifier. It makes use of Bang 
& Olufsen's ICEpower Class D 
modules for the power section (see 
Talking Point opposite). These are 
increasingly highly regarded and 
bode well for performance.

Around the back (neatly concealed 
under the top plate so as not to spoil 
the lines) are two additional line 
inputs, an optical input and a USB 
socket. The latter is able to replay 
MP3 and WMA files via a stick, but 
is also supplied with a dongle that 
allows you to place the MCl on a 
wireless network and replay files 
from an appropriately set up 
computer. A minor disappointment is
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ELIPSON MCl PPVIPVUQ
OADBOX HI-FI SYSTEM £1,300 REVIEWS

that the same dongle cannot be used to access internet radio services.This is an impressive feature set for the £1,300 asking price, but the MCI has one final party piece. An optional Kleer wireless module is available that attaches to the bottom of an iPod, iPad or iPhone and allows for lossless audio streaming from the Apple device; the Kleer technology has a bandwidth sufficient to allow for lossless audio to be transferred. With the module in the bottom of the Apple device, the volume control will also control the loudness of the Music Center, albeit in larger steps than via the dedicated remote.The fit and finish is very impressive. The brushed aluminium is very smart and the front display which also incorporates the inhaler mechanism for the CD and controls, is clear and easy to read. The speaker terminals are sturdy WBT-type connections that can handle even very substantial types of speaker cable without issue.The controls on the front of the unit are a touch-panel-type connection and work extremely well. We are less sold on the remote, though, which is a slim affair that is rather button-heavy and doesn't feel as slick as the unit. Another minor control gripe is that, as with most devices that don't have a physical volume knob, it is hard to quickly make a large adjustment of volume.Elipson is obviously keen to sell the MCI and the Planet Las a package (indeed they are available as such) and there is much to be said for this combination in aesthetic terms (see System Matching p56), as the result is a world away from the stigma of black boxes and has

THE MCl MAKES 
USE of Bang& 
Olufsen ICEpower 
Class D amplifiers. 
B&O has been 
involved in the 
project since 1999 
and in that time 
the number of 
products we have 
seen that make 
use of the modules 
has increased 
considerably.

The key 
advantages of the 
I CEpower module 
are threefold. The 
first is energy 
efficiency-thanks 
to switch mode 
power supplies, 
I CEpower amplifiers 
are more efficient 
than conventional 
Class AB designs.

The second is 
that the modules 
themselves are 
relatively compact, 
which is useful 
in a product like 
the MCl.

Finally, the 
modules themselves 
are developing 
a reputation 
for excellent 
performance and 
high reliability- 
both the MCl and 
the Bel Canto C5i 
(HFC351) have 
greatly impressed 
us with their 
sound quality.

something of a 'world of tomorrow, today' in its appearance.The useful power output of the MCI does mean that choices of partnering speaker are pretty wide and not limited to the in-house type if the combined visuals are a bit much.
Ready to goOnce set up on a wireless network - a process that is fiddly rather than actively difficult - the MCI is ready to go. We decided to start with CD and this revealed that the drive
"Positively encourages 
longer listening sessions 
due to the unfatiguing 
nature of the sound."mechanism is a little on the noisy side, making a distinctive 'chirrup' when the disc is loading and being audible when the disc is spinning - if you are close to the unit. This aside, first impressions are good. The MCI is stylish, but there is substance to it, too.An assured performer and very even from top to bottom, there is no sense of any particular part of the frequency range being unnaturally boosted or held back. This can leave you initially thinking that the presentation is lacking excitement, but longer listening reveals that what you are hearing is, in fact, very honest and matter- of-fact. This positively encourages longer listening sessions due to the extremely unfatiguing nature of the sound.

O Lineinputs O Digitalinput ^0 USBandDongleinput o Radioantenna ^0 Speakerterminals

O
MP3inputand 
headphone socket
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DCVirVUQ ELIPSON MC1REVIEWS ONE-BOX HI-FI SYSTEM £1,300

O CD mechanism

O ICEpowermodule

The MCl also has excellent 
detail retrieval and an impressive 
soundstage. Complex material 
is easy to follow and there is a 
real sense of the space the 
recording was made in. Timing 
and pace are also impressive 
and even very high-tempo 
music retains a sense of composure. 
Even pushing the unit towards 
the top end of its power output 
doesn't bring on any real 
harshness or stridency, which 
is an unusual and considerably 
impressive achievement.

Replaying lossless files from 
a laptop has the same very 
benign sonic qualities as the CD 
drive and is free of interruption 
or drop out. The MCl is also

O Powersupply

O Lineinputboard

WE RETAINED the 
Planet L speakers we 
reviewed in HFC 350 
to try with the MCl. 
As a combination, 
the likeable features 
of both products 
combined to good 
effect. Imaging is 
excellent and the 
combination has 
excellent pace 
and timing, while 
avoiding sounding 
harsh or relentless.

The MCl is more 
than capable of 
driving larger and 
more expensive 
speakers than 
the Planetl and 
much of the review 
process for the MC! 
was carried out 
with a pair of Neat 
Momentum 4's. That 
the Epsilon achieved 
good results with 
a pair of fairly 
insensitive £2,850 
speakers is certainly 
testament to a well- 
sorted design.

relatively forgiving of compressed 
material and remains listenable 
even with comparatively small 
files. The only downside we can 
see with the dongle is that it was 
not possible to make the Music 
Center communicate directly with 
a NAS drive, which means for 
anybody streaming audio, they 
will need to have a computer 
powered up all the time.

Impressive addition
The Kleer iPod connector is an 
impressive addition. What we 
especially liked was that it will 
send the audio signal from an 
iPhone, even if you don't have the 
official iPod section open. This 
means that Spotify, Internet radio 

and even the soundtrack from 
Catch Up TV will be happily 
reproduced. Not all of these services 
offer equally fantastic sound quality 
and it serves to remind you that 
TV services are ferociously 
compressed, but as with such files 
on the laptop, the MCl will try 
and keep material listenable for 
as long as it can. This gives the unit 
some additional features it wouldn't 
otherwise have and keeps the iPhone 
to hand rather than stuck in a dock. 
You can also use the phone for other 
tasks, while it continues to stream 
material. Again, in use, we experienced 
no dropouts or interference.

The radio is probably the weakest 
area of a very strong product. 
Reception is satisfactory, but it proved 
hard to get a completely silent signal 
on FM and the DAB side was unable 
to locate some stations that a PURE 
Classic was able to receive in the 
same building. That said, it found the 
national stations easily enough and, 
if you intend to do the bulk of your 
listening via CD or digital media, the 
tuner would be perfectly satisfactory 
for incidental listening. Given how 
impressive reception is via the 
dongle, it does further emphasise 
how useful internet radio would have 
been under the circumstances.

A star turn
The MCl is something of a star. For 
£1,300 it offers an attractive aesthetic 
with a result that is in many ways 
close to the performance of separates 
costing a similar price - especially if 
divided over the range of features it 
offers. Above all, it feels cohesive and 
well thought out - functionality is 
simple enough to understand and 
everything works in a consistent way.

If you're searching for a product 
that looks smart enough to sit on 
display in the most elegant of rooms, 
while not compromising on the audio 
performance, Elipson has delivered 
the goods. •

TECH LABS Hi-Fi Choice
RESULTS AT A GLANCE OUR VERDICT
Excellent — 

Above 
average 
Average

Below 
average

Poor
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SOUND QUALITY
****lVALUE FOR MONEY
★ ★★★★BUILD QUALITY
★ ★★★FEATURES
****y,

LIKE: Excellent sonic 
performance and good 
feature set

DISLIKE: No internet 
radio and slightly noisy 
CD mechanism

WE SAY: Combines a 
stylish appearance 
with excellent 
performance credentials

OVERALL

****j
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HOME ENTERTAINMENT 
MANCHESTER 2011
Buy your tickets online & save 10%
HI-FI, HOME CINEMA, FLAT SCREENS, PROJECTORS & 3DWs

• The Largest Hi-Fi & Home 
Cinema Show in the North West

• Great deals and special offers 
only available at the show

• Win! Superb prizes in our 
Show competition

• 2011 What Hi-Fi? Sound and 
Vision Awards unveiled at the Show

• The North's major Show right 
in the heart of Manchester

Current brands on show: Amina, Anthem AV Solutions Ltd, Arcam, art:one, 
Artisan Audio, Audel, Audio Technica Headphones, Audiolab, Audiovector, 
Aurum, Bedini, Black Diamond II, Bowers & Wilkins, Bryston, Canton, 
Chord Company, Clearer Audio, Cyrus, Dali, Dianemo, Diverse Vinyl, Focal, 
Gecko Furniture UK Ltd, Henley Designs, Hi-fi Plus, Hi-Fi Racks, HiDiamond 
Cables, JVC, KEF, Lehmann, Michell Engineering, Mission, Mistral Audio, 
Monitor Audio, Nairn Audio, Neat Acoustics, Olive, Onkyo, Ortofon, Panasonic, 
Paradigm, Peachtree Audio, Philips, Pioneer, PMC, Power Wrap, Pro-Ject, 
ProAc, Quadral, Rega, REL Acoustics, Resolution Audio, Rok:Modul, Roksan, 
Rotel, Salamander, Samsung, Screen Innovations, Simple Audio, SIM2, SmX, 
Sonic Design, Sonos, Stuff Magazine, Supra Cables, Tannoy, Teac, van den Hui, 
Velodyne, Vienna Acoustics, Vox, What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision, Yamaha 
and ZVOX ... with more booking weekly!

22nd & 23rd October
Renaissance Hotel, 
Manchester, M3 2EQ
Saturday 9:30am - 5:30pm 
Sunday 1 Oam - 5pm
Adults £7
Senior Citizens (over 65) £4
Accompanied Children under 16 FREE
Students £4
(Students receive a FREE pair of in-ear headphones worth £14.95)

How to get to the show:
By car: North, Take the M56 motorway to the 
City Centre South, Take the M6 motorway north 
towards Manchester and exit onto the M56

By train: Manchester Victoria Station is only a 5 
minute walk. Piccadilly Station is only a 5 minute 
taxi ride or 10 minute walk.

There is easy parking in the NCP next to the 
hotel. Further car parking is available within a 
short distance away.

Visit www.manchestershow.co.uk for all the latest information

http://www.manchestershow.co.uk
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HI-FI CHOICE AWARDS 2011

INTRO

AWARDS 2011www.hifichoice.co.uk

The Judging...
The process we undertake in judging which 
products make it into our Awards issue is 
exhaustive. All of the equipment is listened to 
and carefully considered and then we embark 
on an extensive consultation with a judging 
panel of exceptional experience: the Hi-Fi Choice 
reviewing team!

We’ve also checked the availability 
and pricing of each product, to ensure that you 
can still get hold of it in the coming months and 
that you know how much to pay. The result is an 
Awards edition for those who really care about 
quality and want a reliable buying reference 
for 2011/2012.

Many of our finalists have been high scorers 
from our unique six-way Blind-listening Group 
Tests, so this really is a best of the best guide to 
hi-fi. No other hi-fi magazine has an equivalent 
Awards with the same depth of testing, technical 
analysis and subjective listening.

In short, the Hi-Fi Choice Awards are the only 
ones you can really trust.

If you’re thinking of buying hi-fi, or even 
upgrading your current set-up, our Awards 
pages will prove invaluable. In this very 
special section you’ll find our experts’ pick of 

the very best hi-fi components currently available, 
painstakingly plucked from each relevant product 
category by our esteemed panel.

We’ve rigorously filtered the top-scoring products 
from the last 13 issues to create a final list of 
award-winning components to suit a variety of 
pockets. For each category, you’ll see two finalists 
and an overall winner, giving you an ideal trio to 
audition when the time comes to buy.

Malcolm Steward
Former Hi-Fi Review editor and 
general audio expert

Richard Black
Hi-Fi Choices famous 
technical consultant

CD players 

Turntables 

Digital-to-analogue convertors 

Amplifiers 

Loudspeakers 

Headphones 

Streamers 

Interconnects 

Speaker cables 

Equipment supports 

Accessories 

Innovation 

High end 

Product ofthe Year 2011 finalists 

Product ofthe Year 2011 winner

Jimmy HugHes
Leading hi-fi authority with 
40 years’ experience

Dan George
Hi-Fi Choice's editor and 
judging coordinator

Jason Kennedy
Former Hi-Fi Choice editor 
and major contributor

Paul Messenger
Former HFCeditor, UK's 
leading speaker authority

Ed Selley
Former industry insider and 
digital technology specialist

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk


te/cnos
acoustics

This beautiful floor standing cabinet features a powerful 7 inch mid-bass driver with 'Twin Balanced

Style & Performance
With over twenty years of experience and a multitude of patented technologies, 
Vienna Acoustic speakers are renowned for acoustic brilliance and superb build quality. 
The Bach Grand* are the result of painstaking technical research and passionate attention to detail.

Reflex' that combines a conventional rear port with a ground breaking airflow control port on the 
front cabinet, to deliver class-leading bass output and control. This complex front port system also 
combines a refined 1 inch triple stacked neodymium magnet silk dome tweeter, resulting in a sonic 
presentation of power and verve that belies the speakers' compact proportions.

To appreciate the sound, innovation and quality of these speakers, call us now on 
01480 270550 or visit www.va-speakers.co.uk to locate your nearest stockist.

Tel: +44 (0)1480 270550
Email: sales@audyus.co.uk

www.va-speakers.co.uk
*Bach Grand priced from £1750 per pair depending on finish.

http://www.va-speakers.co.uk
mailto:sales@audyus.co.uk
http://www.va-speakers.co.uk
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BEST CD PLAYER UP TO £1,000

PRICE: £730

PRICE: £680

WEBSITE: 
creekaudio.com

^m: 
audiolab.co.uk

^m:
oppodigital.com

TYPE: CD player
TELEPHONE: 
01442 260146

ChoicePE: CD player 
TELEPHONE: 
01480447700

PRICE: £899 (Region 
B); £999 (All regions)
ChoicePE: Universal player
TELEPHONE:
0845 370 0054

audiolab

2011
FINALI 
\ 2011

Creso
Evolution 2

Oppo
BDP-95EU

www.hifichoice.co.uk AWARDS 2011 Choice^Choice 61
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Digital Audio streaming
hi-fi and networked audio specialists from single systems to whole house solutions

"WW®

New Akurate DS LINN New Klimax DS
I

•

•

•

Networked audio - simple access with a huge performance increase 
Audition & compare various products or brands in our listening rooms 
Arcam, B&W, Denon, Linn, Nairn, PMC, Rega, Rotel, Quad, Spendor

Whether you wish to add to or replace your existing source a networked audio player will provide easy 
access to your entire music collection and give a huge increase in performance. Our expert and friendly 
team can help plan, install, configure your network, and help migrate your music collection. Come and 
get hands on with the future and experience the latest digital streaming technology has to offer.

0% APR or deferred payment options available to suit your own budget
Example: Cash Price £1425. 20% Deposit required £285 plus 12 equal payments of £95. Total £1425 0% APR

Audition the Nairn Uniti family - the complete home network music solution 
Enjoy an audition in our comfortable listening rooms - Free on site parking 

www.billyvee.co.uk
See our website for current range of ex-demonstration and special offers

All LP12s 
welcome

Calling all LP12 owners
LP12 Klinik and upgrade workshop Saturday 12 November

Bring in your - any vintage - LP12 for a FREE service and set up and pay only 
for the parts used (labour charges are free). While you are here you can listen 
to the fantastic improvements the new Linn tonearm T-Kable 2 offers for less 
than £300 and the new T-Kable 2 upgrade for the LP12 Urika phono stage.

Any LP12 product upgrades purchased on the day will also qualify for a special 10% discount.

020 8318 5/55 
020 8852 1321

“ ’ ' " email enquiry: info@billyvee.co.uk
248 Lee High Road, Lewisham, London SE13 5PL (Mon - Sat 10am - 6.30pm Closed Thursday)

http://www.billyvee.co.uk
mailto:info@billyvee.co.uk
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BEST CD PLAYER OVERfl,000
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99 of a kind

Following on from the success of the GyroDec Odyssey, we are delighted to be introducing 
the new limited edition Gyro SEduction

Finished in the unique ‘blue steel’ and black finish, the Gyro SEduction combines many of the upgrades offered to the 
standard Gyro SE such as HR Power Supply, matching record clamp and black TechnoArm.

With only 99 units available world-wide, be quick to secure your unique opportunity to own this Gyro SE Super Deck.

For further information or to find your nearest stockist, contact

MICHELL ENGINEERING
Tel: 020 8953 0771 / E: info@michell-engineering.co.uk

www.michell-engineering.co.uk

mailto:info@michell-engineering.co.uk
http://www.michell-engineering.co.uk


HI-FI CHOICE JLDS2011

BEST TURNTABLE UP TO £1000

RP3

Choice

FINALIST 
\ 2011 ”FINAL!

\ 2011

WINNER 
\ 2011 z

Pro-Ject
Xperience 
2 Pack

For many people, Rega 
is still synonymous with 
cost-effective turntables.

So when the new RP3 turned 
up, our expectations were 
understandably sky high. No 
problem there though, as the RP3 is 
capable of bringing pretty much any 
recording to life, with a sense of 
openness and pinpoint timing that 
will embarrass considerably more 
expensive decks. As if this wasn’t 
enough, the superb build and 
handsome lines make this a must­
audition product for anyone 
shopping for a sub-£l,000 turntable.

PRICE: £475
TYPE: Turntable and arm

PRICE: £650PRICE: £775
TYPE: Turntable and arm
TELEPHONE: 
01235511166
WEBSITE:
project-audio.com

TELEPHONE: 
01702333071
WE^^: 
rega.co.uk

TYPE: Turntable and arm
TELEPHONE: 
01767313691
WEBSITE: 
srm-tech.co.uk

^^w.hifichoice.co.uk AWARDS 2011 TYI^ice 65
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MidlandAudioxchange has earned one of the highest reputations for 
supplying some of the worlds finest audio equipment. With over 25 years 
of experience, our portfolio represents what is 'state of the art’ in hi-end 
audio. Add to that, a wealth of knowledge and purpose built facilities set in 
the leafy village of Belbroughton, makes for a perfect backdrop so you can 
carefully build a music system, tailored around your specific needs.

Audio Research Martin Logan Wilson Kreil

MidlandAudioxchange Ltd. The Old Chapel, Forge Lane, Belbroughton, DY9 9TD 
sales@midlandaudiox-change.co.uk T. 01562 731100 F. 01562 730228

mailto:sales@midlandaudiox-change.co.uk
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Let the music engage you...
DAC1 HOR.
An all-in-one, reference-quality, stereo pre-amplifier bringing together all the best features and performance of 
the award-winning OACl family. All this with the added convenience of an intelligent remote control solution.
The OACl HOR combines some of Benchmark's finest engineering accomplishments into one device: the OACl 
digital-to-analog audio converter with Ultralock'" clock system, AdvancedUSB™ computer audio playback 
interface, and the legendary HPA2™ headphone amplifier. The unique remote control solution of the OACl HOR 
is built around Benchmark's new HOR-VC™ Hear it and believe it.

Also in the Range

AOCl
2 Channel 24-bit 192KHz A/D Converter

OAClPRE
Stereo Pre-Amplifier I DAC I Headphone Amp

DACl USB
2 Channel 24-bit 192KHz D/A Converter

uk
Distributed in the UK by SCV London.

Also available from these dealers...
Digital Village Studioxchange KMR Audio HHB Funky Junk Musicarch Audio Emotion Audio Affair Stereonow
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BEST DIGITAL-TO-^ALOGUE CONVERTOR

2

^BSTO:
matrixelectronics.net

Choice

FINFIN

DETAILS 
PRICE: £1,250 

TYPE: DAC

TELEPHONE: 
020 8893 5835

WEBSITE: 
electrocompaniet.no

DETAILS
PRICE: £260

^PE: DAC/head amp 
TELEPHONE: 
020 3384 6392

•
192K

Frequency 
. 

32K

Filter 3 •

DETAILS 
PRICE: £498 

^PE: DAC 
TELEPHONE: 
01702333071

MBStR:
rega.co.uk

Elœtrœompeniet Matrix
Mini-i

www.hifichoice.co.uk AWARDS 2011 M Choice 69
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n: I 11 
loudspeakers shaped by music

low.

Qualitatively, the bass end 
is quite superb. Very few 
speakers can match its 
ability to deliver genuinely 
deep in-room bass without 
muddying things up with 
excessive and thump^

This provides a rigid non­
resonant platform, which is 
ideal for optimal perform­
ance of the drive units.

The two hidden isobarically 
loaded Neat 168mm main 
drivers are flux optimised 
for purpose and use dust­
caps for rigidity.

The ULTIMATUM XL6 is a 
multi-chamber, multi-facet 
loudspeaker system incor­
porating six drive units per 
enclosure. The visible 
drive units are mounted 
on sub-baffles, attached to 
the main-enclosure via a

Over the long haul of 
several weeks, my respect 
for this speaker continued 
to grow. Few if any can 
match the way it combines 
the coherence and 
communication skills of a 
simple two-way with most 
of the advantages of a 
much larger design. 
The Ultimatum is an 
exceptional achievement 
in every respect.' 
Hi Fl Choice

The main structure is 
damped 18mm Birch Ply­
wood, whilst the drive unit 
baffles are constructed 
from a 45mm thick ‘sand­
wich’ of Birch Plywood, 
Polyethylene and MDF.

‘Fundamentally, this 
speaker just gets out of 
the way and lets the 
musical message through 
unobstructed. The 
hallmark of the very best 
loudspeakers is that they 
somehow manage to 
communicate the 
differences between 
different sources and even 
recordings, and in this 
regard the Ultimatum turns 
out to be a very good 
speaker indeed...

The main Mid/Bass driver is 
a special version of the 
Neat 168mm driver with an 
aluminium phase plug to 
aid dispersion and reduce 
dynamic compressjon. I
A sealed sub-cavity con­
tains the main HF drive 
unit. A separate sub-cavity 
contains two EMIT type 
super-tweeter drive units.

are located
Of She cabii

design which adheres to 
all the principles that have 
marked out the ULTIMA­
TUM project and given it 
such enduring success. 
The ultra-rigid birch-ply­
wood enclosure, innova­
tive baffle-decoupling 
technology, ‘isobaric’ bass 
loading and use of twin
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BEST AMPLIFIER UP TO £1,000
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9.11.11
CLASSIC ROCK
ROLL OF HONOUR

a FOR MORE INFORMATION GO TO<C WWW.CLASSICROCKMAGAZINE.COM/AWARDS 3»
OPflDGE

eagle vision * A4

Musicians’ 
Unionmu wf - USM®

UNIVERSAL STRATEGIC MARKETING 
DEDICATION. PASSION & INNOVATION

^MONITOR AUDIO' JEFFERY-]currencies.coRiK «ftO I Live nRTion I MASCOT LABEL GROUP

http://WWW.CLASSICROCKMAGAZINE.COM/AWARDS


BEST AMPLIFIER OVER£1,000
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(B
=SOUND ALLERY

QUALITY AUDIO AND AV SINCE 1985

LINN DS With iPad Control

Play, Queue And Rediscover Music.

The New Bowers & Wilkins PM I’s

o o o o o

17.0Dolby Tn ip* ID
0000()000()()00

ARCAM CINEMA

o

REGA RP3

www.soundgallery.co.uk e. home@soundgallery.co.uk t. 01494 53 1682

The Sound Gallery 65 Castle Street, High Wycombe, Bucks HP I 3 6RN

http://www.soundgallery.co.uk
mailto:home@soundgallery.co.uk
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LOUDSPEAKER UP TO £1,000
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M3

M4

NEW

HifiChoice
"Sweet and smooth" 

4.5/5 - ALTAN VIIIM1 BASE

M-HWORLD

HOME 
□NEMA

"Tuneful bass ... Tweeter 
scintillates ... Impressively 
built and finished off for 
the price" - ORKAN Vlll

"This brand will sweep 
you off your feet" 

International Edition

"Absolutely fantastic"
CHROMIUM STYLE 5.1

"Real fidelity at an 
affordable price" • 5/5 

PLATINUM M4

HIGHLY 
.COMMENDED

PLATINUM M

finest
masterpiece

Why quadral? All our speakers are designed to 
work with any component and intentionally 
tuned for a typical furnished home. Add 
fantastic value and glowing reviews and you've 
got the ultimate all round sound investment.

DEALERS: LONDON: Tea. London, SOUTH EAST: Sound Advice (Essex), 
Premiere Home Cinema (Essex), RJR Custom Installations (Cambridge), 
SOUTH - Weymouth HiFi (Weymouth), SOUTH WEST: AV Bristol {Bristol), 
MIDLANDS: Audio Affair (Birmingham), Sound Academy (Walsall), 
Home Cinema and Beyond (Birmingham), Gear 7 (Solihull). SHROPSHIRE: 
Creative Audio (Shrewsbury), NORTH WEST: Ambient AV (Northwich). 
Cherry Electronics (Bolton), NORTH EAST: Harrogate Home Cinema 
(Harrogate), Konnectiv Technology LTD (Sheffield), Novatech (Leeds). 
A 1 Sound (Sheffield), Audio Elevation (Doncaster), NOTTS: John Kirk 
HiFi (Beeston Nottingham), Forum HiFi Visual (Sherwood Nottingham)

t: 01785 748 446
e: info@quadralgb-ie.co.uk w: wwwquadralgb-ie.co.uk

quadrai EH
HiFi I Surround Speakers

News with a view

TechRadar.com covers the 
stories you want to talk about _
So come along and talk. If you re passionate about technology. you'll 
find lots to keep you interested and plenty of ways to have your say.

tech radarcam .>x
Deep into technology

mailto:info@quadralgb-ie.co.uk
ie.co.uk
TechRadar.com
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BEST LOUDSPEAKER OVER£1,000
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WHY pay more? I J
Proxima2 Speakers

Choice

Qudiosarltti/m

CD-lOOiCD Player 
A-55T Integrated Amp

100.4? Speakers
CD100CD Player
Class A100 D3 Integrated Amp

COME & LISTEN
Our NEW dedicated 
l istening room is now 
open. Please call 
01623 857 707 to 
make an appointment.

amuu rower Amp

PERFORMANCE AND QUALITY

t. 01623 857707 ► m. 07517 889 738 ► www.audiosanctum.co.uk ► info@audiosanctum.co.uk

http://www.audiosanctum.co.uk
mailto:info@audiosanctum.co.uk
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BEST HEADPHONE

Image X1Oi

FIN

FINALI!
\ 2011

PRICE: £229

^BS^:
klipsch.co.uk

^^: Ear-canal earphone
TELEPHONE: 
08450 800 578

PRICE: £478
TYPE: Earphone 
TELEPHONE: 
01992 703058
WEBSITE: 
shure.co.uk

DETAILS
PRICE: £500
^PE: Dynamic headphone

TELEPHONE: 
01707278100
^BS^: 
akg.com

Shure
SE535

^^w.hifichoice.co.uk AWARDS 2011 HifiChoice 79
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COOL GALES

We're often asked this question. At Cool Gales, we're fortunate 
to be able to audition a huge range of high-end hi-fi gear, from 
the well-known "usual suspects" to obscure exotics, from 
components with eye-watering price tags to those that are 
eminently affordable, from classic vintage gear to the latest 
cutting edge.

Little wonder, then, that our customers frequently ask us to distil 
our experience, curious to know what exactly we fire up in the 
evening when we want to listen to music.

We've been utterly smitten by a recent addition to our portfolio, 
the Sonus Faber range. Visitors here are immediately drawn to 
the "oh, wow!" visual appeal of the Sonus Faber Futuras, 
shimmering creations of high-gloss wood and mirror-finish 
surfaces, quite possibly the most beautiful speakers ever 
created.

Ours are in the dazzling violin red finish (there's also a soft grey 
graphite), which Alan Sircom, editor of Hi-Fi+, described in a 
rave review in issue 79 as having "a glowing translucent lustre 
that will make you walk around and around the speakers, and 
not be disappointed, ever."

The sonics, astonishingly, more than live up to the appearance, 
lucid, beguiling, flawless. Alan again: "In a way, the best of all 
possible Sonus Faber worlds would be a loudspeaker that 
combines the small-speaker clarity of the Guarneri with the 
grace of the Amati and the bass energy and dynamics of the 
Stradivari. And, while all of these Homage loudspeakers remain 
in the catalogue, the Amati Futura is that best of all possible 
worlds. It combines the benefits of all three, and adds that 
uncanny sensuality and passion. This is a real game raiser!"

For those with smaller rooms, or, ahem, 
perhaps smaller wallets, the new Sonus 
Faber Guarneri Evolution standmounts 
have identical styling and sonics, albeit on a 
somewhat smaller scale. Indeed, Sonus Faber offer a wide range of 

models, from the Toy and Liuto right up to 
the Cremona and Homage collections, to 
match any music lover's room or budget. 
All you really need is a passion for 
beautiful sound.

What do you listen to? If your system 
beguiled at first, but now proves tiring 
over a evening's listening, why not give us 
a call? We can arrange for an audition 
either here at Cool Gales or in your home. 
For more information, reviews, and 
brochure downloads, visit
^^w.coolgales.com/sonusfaber

www.coolgales.com 
0800 043 6710

The Victoria School House = Bath

w.coolgales.com/sonusfaber
http://www.coolgales.com
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BEST STREAMER

ND5 XS

HLEPHONE: 
01722 426600

PRICE: £240
TYPE: Streamer

PRICE: £1,925 
TYPE: Streamer

^S^: 
naimaudio.com

PRICE: £4,500
TYPE: Streamer
TELEPHONE: 
0141307 7777
WEBSITE:
linn.co.uk

TELEPHONE: 
01753 870900
WEBSITE: 
logitech.com

mm affitta
MM
■MMN 
MHM

fl Now Playing
Beloved

Rise
Anoushka Shankar

Linn
Akurate DS

Logitech
Squeezebox 
Touch
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BEST INTERCONNECT
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HI-FI CHOICE DS 2011

BEST SPEAKER CABLE

TELEPHONE:
08453451550
^rn: 
kimber.com

DETAILS
PRICE: £67 (2.5m pair) 
^PE: Twisted cable

TELEPHONE:
01332 342233
WEBSITE:
blackrhodium.co.uk

PRICE: £7.92 (per metre) 
TYPE: Twisted cable

PRICE: £6 (per metre)
TYPE: Circular cable
TELEPHONE: 
020 8991 9200
WEBSITE:
wireworldcable.co.uk

T90 Diva Stream

^w.hifichoice.co.uk AWARDS 2011 ^Choice 83
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Shanling CD-T2OOO
...brings SACD sound quality from regular CD!

SOUND QUALITY VALUE FOR MONEY BUILD QUALITY FEATURES OVERALL
***** ***** ***** ***** *****

" Like most Shanling products, the CD-T2000 
offers 'battleship' build quality and a very high 

standard of finish. "

"If this product were manufactured in the 
USA, it would probably cost three or four 

times what Shanling is asking here and atjust 
under £2,000, makes it a veritable bargain. "

" Via the CD-T2000, cymbals reproduce with a lovely 
breathy openness that sounds like good analogue."

"It delivers a smooth, natural, well-balanced sound that 
lets you hear the music as it was originally recorded. "

" ...the thought of going back to something 'inferior' once 
the review period was over was just too depressing to 

contemplate."

Jimmy Hughes - Hi Fi Choice, October 2011

Official Importers & Distributors for: 
3 Dsonics • Bia s Ki ng • Duevel • Heart * Horning • Shanling • Supravox

Tel: 01257 473 175 • info@realhi-fi.com • www.realhi-fi.com
To find your nearest ‘S^ hj-fi' Dealer visit ^^w.realhi-fi.com or call us today.

mailto:info@realhi-fi.com
http://www.realhi-fi.com
fi.com
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BEST SUPPORT

PRICE: £190

^^E Loudspeaker stand 

TELEPHONE: 
01912 624646 

m^: 
customdesign.co.uk

PRICE: £250

^^E Loudspeaker stand

TELEPHONE: 
01179 863228

WBSŒ 
quadraspire .co.uk

FIN,

Custom Desiqn
FS104 Signature

Quadraspire
QV60

www.hifichoice.co.uk AWARDS 2011 ^Choice 85
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"... so good I swear it is 
surrounded by magic'

- Noel Keywood - Hi Fi World

Our multiple award winning products are 
handmade in the UK and let you 

hear your music the way it was recorded

Please contact us to arrange a demonstration of 
a complete Hi Fi music system in your own home

PASSNEPREAMP 
"'U&CRRSTAUJDO 
PASSIVE MAGNETIC 
PREAMP(SILVER) 
*****

HhHWORU

www.mfaudio.co.uk : : info@mfaudio.co.uk : : +44 (0) 1424 858260 music first audio

http://www.mfaudio.co.uk
mailto:info@mfaudio.co.uk


HI FI CHOICE DS 2011

BEST ACCESSORY

DETAILS
PRICE: £425

TYPE: Headphone amp

TELEPHONE: 
01235 511166

^BSITl::
lehmannaudio.com

PRICE: £550

TYPE: Media player

TELEPHONE: 
07846 552032

WEBSITE:
colorfly.eu

PRICE: £99

TYPE: Moving magnet 
cartridge

TELEPHONE:
01992 703058

^BSTO: 
shure.co.uk

_ehmann Audio
Rhinelander .-----------
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Hear the Paris at:
The Sound & Vision Show 
5th & 6th November 2011 
At the Burlington Hotel, Dublin

For your nearest dealer call 0845 6436299 
An other fantastic oroduct from NuNu Distribution
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BEST INNOVATION

• Choice 
FINALIST\ 2011 /

FINALIST;
\ 2011 /’

¡e» S' S' C' ö'

M2Tech
Young DAC

Marantz
NA7004

o

CP-800

CLASSÉ

The pace of technological 
change in the hi-fi industry 
at the moment is positively 
relentless, but even taking this into 

account the CP-800 is revolutionary. 
Here we have a fully equipped 
preamplifier with extensive analogt 
and digital connectivity. The reason 
why the CP-800 wins our irmovatio! 
award, however, is the USB input. 
This circuitry manages the seeming 
impossible feat of making a ripped 
copy of a CD (played via USB) soun 
better than the o~ 
the future.

2 ©

Choice
^WINNER 
tv 2011 /

PRICE: £950
TYPE: DAC

| DETAILS 
PRICE: £4,450
TYPE: Preamplifier 
TELEPHONE: 
01903 221500 
^S^: 
classeaudio.com

DETAILS 
PRICE: £600 
TYPE: Streamer 
TELEPHONE: 
02890 279830 
WEBSITE: 
marantz.co.uk

I DETAILS

TELEPHONE: 
020 8815 5878
WEBSITE: 
m2tech.biz
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Opera Grand Callas 
Loudspeakers

"It's the imaging that 
really sets this speaker 

apart from the herd, and 
indeed this is the key 

feature that makes it a 
particularly interesting 

proposition." 
- Hi Fi Choice

Unison Research 
56 Integrated 

Amplifier
"In the right system 
the 56 is capable of 
sonic magic. Hear it 

working properly and 
we defy anyone not 

to fall for its charms."
What Hi-Fi

Thorens 
TD-309 
Turntable 
in cool white 
lacquer
European 
Turntable 
ofthe Year 
2010/2011.

THORNS

HIT! MICE

*

Unison Research 
Unico CDE 
Twin DAC
Valve CD Player 
with twin DAC - 
Best Buy & Group 
Test winner 
HiFi Choice

UNISON ^UNISON

Unison Research 
Unico Nuovo, 

Integrated Amplifier
"The Nuovo offers 
an authentic taste 

of the high end at an 
attractive price.

A Thoroughbred."
- Hi Fi Choice

PATIOS

Pathos Acoustics 
lnPol Remix
10 Watts of pure 
Musical Pleasure.
(note: iPod Touch 
not included)

UNISON

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: e. mail@ukd.CO.uk

101753652669 www.ukd.co.uk
Please check out the UKD web site for information on all of our products and special offers/promotions.

mailto:mail@ukd.CO.uk
http://www.ukd.co.uk


HI-FI CHOICE

BEST OF THE HIGH END

DETAILS
PRICE: £12,000 
TYPE: CD/SACD player 
TELEPHONE: 
020 8971 3909
WEBSITE:
krellonline.com

DETAILS
PRICE: £1,700/£2,500
TYPE: Pre/power amp
TELEPHONE: 
01628473350
WEBSITE: 
eu.onkyo.com

DETAILS
PRICE: £20,000 
TYPE: Loudspeaker
TELEPHONE:
01622 672261
WEBSITE:
kef.co.uk

I ? Old

The Onkyo pairing is the least expensive of 
our High End Award products, yet there is 
no doubt in our minds that they should be . 
included. Incredible build quality, a feature set that I 

makes them some of the most flexible components 
in their class and with a powerful sound, the 
Onkyo can tackle almost any speaker with any 
genre of music and never fail to sound in control 
and truly engrossing. This is a high-end champion 
at a real-world price point.

Cipher

Kreil is one of the defining high-end brands 
and the Cipher is a classic example of what 
it’s capable of when pulling out all the 
stops. This is a technological showcase that is 

designed to extract the absolute maximum from 
both CD and SACD, including multichannel discs. 
No expense has been spared on the lavishly finished 
casework, the extensive power supply arrangements 
and the very sophisticated balanced DAC 
arrangement. The result is a superlative performer.
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HI-FI CHOICE AWARDS 2011

PRODUCT OF THE YEAR FINALISTS

PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

Req a
DAC

8200A

TURN OVERTO DISCOVER2011S PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

The Audiolab is a classic example of a 
product that delivers so much at the 
price point, it can be hard to make a 
convincing case to spend more money. For 

£730 the 8200A offers plentiful inputs and 
excellent build. More importantly, it offers 
a truly sparkling performance. The 8200A 
never fails to make listening enjoyable, 
with a fabulous, well-lit midband that 
gives superb insight into recordings. This 
considerable collection of attributes earns 
the 8200A a nomination.

The phrase ‘right first time’ could 
have been coined for the Rega DAC. 
We have tested a great many DACs 
this year, but the Rega still stands out as a 

fabulous combination of features, build and 
performance. Hie DAC has many of the 
Rega ‘house sound’ characteristics and 
never fails to sound engaging. We found 
it very hard to fault and when a product 
that costs less than £500 has you asking 
if you really need anything more, you 
have a true star.

DETAILS
PRICE: £498
TYPE: DAC

TELEPHONE:
01702333071
WEBSITE:
rega.co.uk

| DETAILS

PRICE: £730
TYPE: Integrated amplifier 

TELEPHONE: 
01480 447700

frequency

^æsm:
audiolab.co.uk
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www .sou ndacademy .co.u k
152a High Street, Bloxwich, Walsall, West Midlands, WS3 3JT Tel: 01922 493499 Email: sales@soundacademy.co.uk

Open: Mon - Sat 9.00am - S.30pm

your home

HIGH PERFORMANCE HOME ENTERTAINMENT SOLUTIONS TO SUIT YOU

INSTALLATION EXPERTS

IN HOUSEFSERVICE CENTRE

Over 1000 square feet of newly refurbished 
showroom is stocked with the latest technology 
from premium brands. We know experiencing 
the performance is essential and our Cinema 
Dem Room lets you experience the latest in high 
performance sound and vision in real comfort.

Here at Sound Academy our professional 
and friendly team offer real expert advice 
and have an enviable range of components 
to show you that will complement and 
enhance your home and lifestyle.
We'll have a solution to suit everyone's budget 
and ensure that you get the best value from your 
home entertainment investment.

Look out for our exciting, dealer-specific 
open evenings throughout the year 
with special offers and unbelievable prizes 
Check our website for details:

www.soundacademy.co.uk

MULTI ROOM SYSTEMS !
WITH LIGHTING CONTROL AND WIRELESS AUDIO

SPECIALISTS IN HI Fl • HOME CINEMA • CUSTOM INSTALLATION

mailto:sales@soundacademy.co.uk
http://www.soundacademy.co.uk


HI-FI CHOICE /ARDS 2011

PRODUCT OF THE YEAR2011

■MH
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DETAILS 
PRICE: £4,450 
TYPE: Preamplifier 
TELEPHONE: 
01903221500

classeaudio.com

It's been a fascinating journey of 
discovery for us compiling this 
year's Awards issue. So many great 
products have come out of 2011 that 

products in some categories were 
almost impossible to separate. So, it's 
important to note that it would be a 
mistake to dismiss category 'finalists' m 
the stubborn pursuit of a 'winner'. 
Instead, we'd advocate trying to listen to 
as many products as possible in a given 
section, to discover what’s right for you. 
If you can put the effort m before

making a purchase, the long-term 
satisfaction will far outweigh the initial 
auditioning legwork.

Many of our award winners this year 
were plucked from our unique Blind­
Listening Group Tests - the most 
rigorous test regime in the hi-fi press, 
while some achieved such exceptional 
scores m their 'solo' reviews that they 
were certain to go through to our 
Awards shortlist. Then there were 
products that simply stood out from the 
crowd. Notable standouts include both

CLASSÉ

Audiolab's 8200 CD and amplifier, 
Logitech's Squeezebox Touch and 
Michell's Gyro SE turntable, but there 
could only be one winner...

Classe's CP-800 preamp has caused 
quite a stir in the HFC offices and has 
even had some reviewers checking their 
bank balances! For us it was a clear 
winner: a product that breaks the mould, 
creates a benchmark for sonic excellence 
and begins to question the value of 
expensive CD players. Top marks, then, 
to Classe on a job well done.
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Organised by

^^w.manchestershow.co.uk

22ND & 23RD OCTOBER 201 1
RENAISSANCE HOTEL, MANCHESTER

Don't miss this year's

HOME ENTERTAINMENT 
MANCHESTER SHOW

SEVENOa<S
SOUND & VISION

STORES 
NATIONWIDE
Aberdeen^ 01224 252797
Basingstoke" 01256 32431 1
Blackpool" 01253 300599
Bolton^ 01204 395789
Brentwood^ 01277 264730
Brighton (Hove)' 01273 733338
Bristol" 0117 974 3727
Bromley 020 8290 1988
Camberley' 01276 685597
Cambridge' 01223 304770
Cardiff' 029 2022 8565
Chelsea^ 020 7352 9466

Cheltenham^ 01242 241 171
Chorleywood (Watford)° 0845 5046364
Enfield" 020 8367 3132
Epsom^ 0 I 372 720720
Exeter O I 392 218895
Glasgow^ 0141 332 9655
Guildford 01483 536666
Holborn • 020 7837 7540
Kingston" 020 8547 0717
Lancaster 01524 39657
Leeds (Wetherby) 01937 586886
Loughtoh 020 8532 0770
Maidstone^ 01622 686366
Manchester 0161 839 8869
Norwich' 01603 767605
Nottingham^ 0115 911 2121

Oxford" 01865 765961
Poole" 01202 671677
Portsmouth 023 9266 3604
Prestoh 01772 883958
Reading^ 0 I 18 959 7768
Sevenoaks 01732 459555
Sheffield^ 0 I 14 255 5861
Southampton^ 023 8033 7770
Swansea^ 01792 474608
Swindoh 01793 538222
Tunbridge Wells 01892 531543
Warrington" 01925 632179
Weybridge 01932 840859
Witham (Essex) 01376 501733
Worcester 01905 619059
Yeovil" 01935 700078

VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE
for the latest offers and news. 
as well as the convenient 
option to order many 
products on-line or click to 
reserve before you travel.

2011 GUIDE
Visit our website and request 
the new 56 page Sevenoaks 
and Audio T guide FREE.
UKMaintandOnly

PLEASE NOTE: SOME BRANDS/PRODUCTS ARE NOT AVAILABLE AT All STORES. SPEClAUADDEDVALUE OFFERS ARE NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER (NICWAOO). ADVERT VALID UNTIL 10/I 1/201 J. E&OE 
•these stores are either licensed or franchised ano operate under a licence agreement TO SEVENOAKS SOUND &VISION.

SEVENOa<S
SOUND & VISION

www.SSAV.com

w.manchestershow.co.uk
http://www.SSAV.com


REAL STORES REAL PEOPLE REAL PRODUCTS
Sevenoaks Sound & Vision have stores nationwide - each 
carries the very best in home cinema and hi-fi equipment 

on display. ready for you to watch. listen to and compare in 
our dedicated demonstration rooms.

Our staff are friendly, knowledgeable and passionate about music 
and film and the equipment needed to get the most out of your 
collection.They will be delighted to assist you in making the right 

selection to ensure you enjoy your system for years to come.

A wide selection of products from the world's leading 
manufacturers is in stock and available for you to take home.We 

also offer a delivery and installation service as well as a convenient 
on-line click and reserve option for many of our products.

REAL VALUE
Fantastic value for money is our aim. Although we remain independent, you'll be pleasantly surprised just how competitive we can be - with the added 

benefit of seeing, hearing and touching the product before you buy, and someone to help if things go wrong.

FOR OUR LATEST PRICES AND OFFERS VISIT WWW.SSAV.COM

AUDIOLAB 8200CD • 8200A CD I AMPLIFIER
The award-winning 8200CD features a wewealth of digital inputs that 
will keep rt playing all ycur music regairdless of how it may be stored

CYRUS CD6 SE^ 6 XP CD I AMPLIFIER
Some of the finest hi-fi in the world has just become more afforda­
ble. A great opportunity to buy this award-winning CD and amplifier

ROKSAN CASPIAN M2 CD I AMPLIFIER
ffoe M2 amp ooboasts 85wpc and five line inputs while the matching CD 
features a 24-brr DAC plus dedicatee power supplies for the oi^^

LEEMA ANTILA llS ECO /TUCANA II CD I AMPLIFIER 
This high-end CD player and integrated amplifier combines 
power detail and musicality with a comprehensive range of 
facilities.

MARANTZ CD6004 • PM6004 CD I AMPLIFIER
Replacing the award-winning CD6003 and PM6003, both products 
have been extensively reworked by the Marantz engineering team, 
under the direction of Brand Ambassador Ken Ishiwata

YAMAHA CD-S300 • A-SSOO CD I AMPLIFIER
With rts high quality sound and features such as Pod and MP3/ 
WMA compatibility the CD-S300 is ar ideal partner for the award­
winning A-SSOO integrated amplifier.

MARANTZ M-CR502DAB CD RECEIVER
Searching for a compact all-in-one music player that looks 
as great as it sounds? The hunt ends here with the Marantz 
M-CRS02DAB CD Receiver.

ARCAM FMJT32 TUNER
Arcam's FMJ T32 Tuner makes the most of rts state-of-the-art 
build qualrty to provide impressive sound playback ia DAB. 
FM.AM ard Sinus Satellite broadcasts.

DENON D-M38DAB CD RECEIVER
With its excellent design. first class build quality and fantastic 
audio performance. the Denon D-M38DAB is a first rate micro 
system and a worthy update to the award-winning range.

AUDIOLAB 8200T TUNER
Designed to compliment the Audiolab 8200 range. this well 
specified tuner is equipped wwith DAB. DAB+. FM ard AM to 
offer a full range of radio listening pleasure.

ARCAM SOLO MINI CD RECEIVER
Enjoy outstanding perfomnance with this award-winning integrated 
CD, amplifier and DAB tuner system.

REGA RPI
TURNTABLE
Excellent build quality reliabilrty ard ease 
of use combine to make the RP I a product that 
will offer a lifetime of musical enjoyment

www.SSAV.com

http://WWW.SSAV.COM
http://www.SSAV.com


SPENDOR A-LINE 
A3^AS^A6^A9 

These high performance. floorstanding 
speakers combine smart styling with 
natural veneer finishes.Each model 

benefits from important advances in 
Spendor's dnve unrt technology cabinet 

design and crossover engineering.

MONITOR AUDIO 
GOLD GX
Monror Audio's new Gold 
GX speakers use technol­
ogy that has filtered down 
from their flagship Platinum 
PL range.The range com­
prises two standmounts, 
two floorstanders two 
centre speakers. a pau- of 
surround speakers and a 
single subwoofer

BOWERS &WILKINS 
PMI
This luxury. compact loud­
speaker is the latest in a long 
line of Bowers & Wilkins 
audiophile mini monitors. 
It offers an extremely high- 
quality audio performance 
and features several techno­
logical innovations including 
a new tweeter and ground­
breaking cabinet desrgn.

KEFAUDIO
Q SERIES
Experiencing the Q 
Senes is like hearing a 
system costrng many 
trmes mone. Key features 
include an all new Uni­
Q an-ay with advanced 
bass technologies.

PMC
TWENTY RANGE
The twenty senes is the next generation of 
elegant. handcrafted British loudspeakers that 
follow in the lineage of worldwide acclaimed 
PMC designs.The 4 models use PMC's 
innovative ATL ™ technology providing a
supremely rich and detailed performance ideally 
surfed to all styles and sizes of interior

NEW

DENON DNP-720AE NETWORK AUDIO PLAYER
Enjoy internet radio and online digital content along with AirPlay 
support for streaming music from your iPad, iPhone or iPod touch.

MARANTZ M-CR603 CD NETWORK RECEIVER
Featunes CD playback a DABIDAB+/FM/AM tuner along with a 
USB conneCton and network capabrlfy via its ethemet port.

ARCAM SOLO NEO NETWORK MUSIC SYSTEM 
Combines superb music performance, network audio capabilities 
along with an internal CD player and radro tuner.

DENON DBP-2012UD UNIVERSAL DISC PLAYER
Enjoy exceptional sound and pictune qualfy from many formats 
including Super Audio CD. DVD-Audio, 3D Blu-ray and youi—home 
network

MERIDIAN AUDIO CORE 200 • DSP3200
Perfect for bringing all your audio sources together. the Audio 
Core 200 and DSP3200 Digital Active Loudspeakers combrne 
to form a compact, yet powerful and versatile stereo system.

NAIM UNITI CD I AMP MUSIC STREAMER
Combines an rntegrated amplifier. CD player. DAB/FM tuner. Internet 
radio, iPod dock DAC, music frle player and network stneam payer 
Please Note: Nairn products are not available at all stores.

PLAY:3
New ZonePlayei- with 
built-in speakers - Just add 
a Sonos Bridge to create 
a wireless hi-fi system.
Available in black or whre.

SONOS MULTIROOM PRODUCTS
Play your digital music all over your house wrthout a PC in 
every room. Just add a ZonePlayer and speakers rn the rooms 
of your choice and a Sanos Controller in hand to access all 
your digital music.

MARANTZ NA7004 NETWORK AUDIO PLAYER 
Connect to your favourite music whether it's from your PC. 
external hard disc. radio broadcast or via Internet Radio or 
music service.

CYRUS MUSIC STREAMERS
The new streaming platform from 
Cyrus provides the perfect solution 
for all music lovers.These new 
stneaming music players provide you 
wfth immediate access to your entire 
network music library Plus you can 
listen to literally thousands of different 
internet radio stations from across the

OLIVE MUSIC SERVERS
Access your digitized music from one centralized library Everything 
from 1 6-brt converted CDs to 24-brt HO fries will be at your finge - 
tips along with the abilfy lo play it all in any room of your home.

world; all in true hi-fr quality. With the 
n-remote you can quickly find specific 
albums, artrsts or tracks and it makes 
browsing your network music library 
a real pleasune.With rts sleek body. full 
colour screen and two-way control, 
the n-remote is just one of the features 
that make the new Cyrus streaming 
music players very special. STREAMLINE • STREAM X • STREAM XP

Please Note: Some brands/products are not available at all 
stores. Special/added value offers are not in conjunction with any 
other offer (NICWAOO). SEVENOa<S
ADVERT VALID UNTIL 10/11/2011.E&OE. SOUND & VISION



Help&advice
We've got the answers to everything you've ever wanted to know about hi-fi 
and weren't afraid to ask. Email us now at hfichoice@futurenetcom or write to:
Hi-Fi Choice Q&A, Future Publishing Ltd, 2 Balcombe Street, London NW1 6NW

YOUR EXPERTS QUESTION OF THE MONTH
PAUL MESSENGER
EXPERTISE: LOUDSPEAKERS
HAVING WORKED on both sides of the 
audio industry for over 30 years, as 
loudspeaker designer and reviewer, Paul is 
ideally placed to offer thorough, in-depth 
analysis of every speaker reviewed, as well 
as cutting-edge developments in the field.

9 I am looking to add an iPod transport 
to my system to let my wife and 
children play their iPods through 

it. This will connect to the back of my
JIMMY HUGHES
EXPERTISE: SYSTEM OPTIMISATION
AS EVERY audiophile knows, there's so 
much more to getting a system to sing than 
merely throwing components together. 
Jimmy Hughes has spent 40 years tweaking 
and optimising systems, as well as 
voraciously collecting records.

RICHARD BLACK
EXPERTISE: TECHNOLOGY
WRITING EXCLUSIVELY for HFC, Richard 
brings his experience as a successful 
musician and recording engineer to bear in 
our rigorous Blind-Listening Group Test. As 
our technical consultant, Richard is the 
authority on HFC's test and measurement.

Cambridge Audio 840C. Any suggestions?
Philip Mehr, via email

Digital output-equipped 
iPod transports start with 
the superbly capable 
PUREi-20 (HFC 342), 

which is a very talented piece of 
equipment for the £80 asking price. 
Given you have a Cambridge Audio 
840C, you might also want to consider 
the Cambridge Audio iD100, which 
we reviewed in HFC 350. The flat 
support of the iD100 may be handy, 
if you add an iPad later on.

ED SELLEY
EXPERTISE: DIGITAL AUDIO
RESIDENT IN the audio industry for over a 
decade, Ed has considerable experience of 
both CD and SACD formats on disc, as well 
as an increasing personal interest in 
streamed high-resolution audio and 
network based systems.

MALCOLM STEWARD
EXPERTISE: COMPUTER AUDIO
WITH DECADES OF experience in audiophile 
journalism, Malcolm now combines his 
legendary status as an ex-editor and writer 
on all things hi-fi, with his unquestionable 
expertise on streaming, networking and 
computer audio.

JASON KENNEDY
EXPERTISE: TURNTABLES
ANOTHER EDITOR, Jason opted to become a 
freelance contributor when he relinquished 
the helm of HFC after 17 years on the 
magazine. A hi-fi addict since his twenties, 
Jason fell for the beauty of vinyl and has 
never looked back.

ASK US A QUESTION TODAY!
Our experts are on hand to answer your questions. 
Whether you’re looking for future-proof upgrades, 
advice or help with your current set-up, our two- 
channel Einsteins have all the necessary expertise 
and several hundred years of combined audio 
knowledge to slake your thirst and support your 
passion for perfect sound. Emailyour questions now: 
hifichoice@futurenet.com

L__________________________________________________________ J

Speak up

QTwo months ago I aquired an 
Accuphase DP-500 CD player 
and I found myself in hi-fi 
heaven. But to maintain this Nirvana, 

my elderly Mission 755 F speakers will 
have to go. I am, therefore, looking for 
replacements capable of highlighting the 
DP-SOO's superb tonality and timing.

My system currently comprises 
a Densen DM10 amp, Harmonic 
Technologies Magic Link Two cables, 
Wireworld Stratus 1.2 amp, Audio Agile 
cdp powerchords and stands on Solid 
Tech's Feets of Silence. Speaker cables 
are MITs Terminator 2 bi-wire.

My listening room is 4.5 x Sm, carpeted 
and moderately furnished; music tastes 
range from Mahler to Metallica, with 
a good dollop of reggae, psychedelic­
soul and jazz. 1 have a budget of 
approximately £4,500, so your expert 
advice would be highly appreciated.
R.R. de Buyzer, via email

This is a considerable 
amount of money to spend on 
what is the most subjective 

area of any system, so whatever 
recommendations we make, we 
advocate demonstrations with dealers 
and preferably with the equipment 
you have at home.

The Jamo R907: the open and 
honest Wildcard

mailto:hifichoice@futurenet.com
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The Gyrodec SE is easy to set up 
despite the suspension

encourage you to secure a 
demonstration of any of the 
products you are considering 
buying before handing over your 
hard-earned cash.

The DM10 produces 75 watts, 
which should be enough to 
handle most designs in this 

price point, but some of the least 
sensitive designs might be a poor 
match. With the wide variety of 
music that you listen to and the 
desire to play to the strengths of 
the electronics, we feel that there 
are two key candidates.

The PMC fact.8 was our 2010 
Product of the Year and remains 
a superb performer. It is open, 
revealing and possessed of 
excellent tonality. We still think 
it is one of the finest speakers 
you can buy at the price point - 
slightly over budget, but nothing 
that a little negotiation wouldn't 
help with! The sensitivity and 
impedance of the PMC is well 
within the capabilities of the 
Densen as well.

The other suggestion is a bit 
more of a wildcard, but one that 
we also think is worthwhile. The 
Jama R907 (HFC 31/) is one 
of the most open and honest 
loudspeakers anywhere near the 
price. Your room is large enough 
to position them correctly and we 
feel there are few designs that 
are so open and revealing. The 
R907 is technically over budget, 
but a look around the European 
dealers suggests that there are 
examples to be had at the right 
price - if you can find a pair, we 
can think of few finer designs at 
the price.

Back to the lab

QI have been readingthe 
reviews of the latest 
generation ofAudiolab 
separates with considerable 

interest. I a m the owner of an 
originalAudiolab system: an 
8000CD; 8000T and an 8000P/ 
8000( pre/power amplifier.

I have upgraded the speakers 
since buying the electronics with 
a pair of Bowers & Wilkins 704s. 
I listened to the first generation 
of'new' Audiolab products and 
wasn't convinced, but my 8000CD 
is now beginning to stop reading 
discs, despite a thorough clean of 
the lens and assembly. As such I 

The Audiolab 8200CD is, perhaps, the smartest buy under £1,000

r^ww.hifichoice.co.uk

am interested to know whether the 
new 8200CD is a worthy successor 
to the older unit and whether it will 
work well in this system or whether 
there are other candidates? I have 
a budget of up to £1,200 and the 
player needs to be proficient with 
all types of music.
Simon Hardaker, via email

The original Audiolab 
8000CD was a fine 
player and very highly 

rated in its day. The original 'new' 
Audiolab CD player was more 
laid back than the original and, 
in many ways, the 8200CD is still 
more refined than the original. 
We do think it is a closer match, 
however, and we think it is one 
of the very best CD players under 
£1,500 (see p61). The digital 
inputs including asynchronous 
USB are also extremely useful 
in terms of future-proofng 
the system. There is also the 
aesthetic consideration that the 
8200CD will match up nicely to 
the rest of your equipment.

The 8200CD makes a strong 
case for itself, but it would also 
be worth considering the very 
talented Rega Saturn, which we 
tested as part of a Rega system in 

HFC 344. This is still a superbly 
musical player that rarely fails 
to be enjoyable with all types 
of music.

Another player which might 
press the right buttons is the 
Leema Stream Ill (HFC 339), 
which partners a full and exciting 
sound with digital inputs like 
the Audio/ab. As ever, we would

No fuss analogue 
jgMhk I've been using a Rega

■I P3 for many years, but 
recent upgrades to the 

rest of the system have got me 
considering a further step up. 
I have been a huge fan of the 
simplicity of the Rega. I like the 
unsuspended design and how well 

it performs once placed on a wall 
shelf for a little isolation.

I am tempted by a Michell 
Gyrodec - not least because I love 
the looks -but the suspension is a 
concern to me. How easy is it to set 
up and keep in tune? Can it match 
the Rega forthis? Are there other 
designs at this price point that are 
as hassle-free as the Rega is?
Matt Court. via email

The Michell is a 
suspended deck, but 
setting it up is an 

exercise in good design. Follow 
the instructions and take your 
time and the Gyrodec is easier 
than some unsuspended decks 
to get going. More importantly, 
it sounds (and looks) fantastic 

once you have done so. We 
think the Gyrodec is still the pick 
of the pack at the price and is 
a 2011 Award Winner for this 
reason (seep6/).

The other two turntables 
over£1,000 that we have 
commended are unsuspended 

designs. The Pro-feet RPM10 
is also an easy turntable to set 
up and has a powerful and 
engaging sound. It is not as 
upgradeable as the Michell, 
however, and it is also more 
expensive. The Well Tempered 
Simplex is a superb performer 
and also has no suspension, but 
it is not an easy unit to set up 
and is also not as upgradeable 
as the Michell. We would 
suggest talking to a Michell 
dealer and seeing if the Gyro 
is straightforward enough to 
replace the Rega.

Happy balance

QI a m putting together a 
new hi-fi system after 
years of portables and 
computer audio and I a ave chosen 

a Marantz NA7004 as my source - 
I really liked the feature count 
and the excellent sound. I have 
also secured myself a pair of PMC 
DB1is, ex-demo at an excellent 
price. So far so good, but now I a m 
having trouble with the amp.

I first of all listened to the Marantz 
PM7004, as I liked the idea of a 
matching system. The problem 
was that the combination wasn't 
very exciting. It was controlled and 
smooth, but lacked the drive with 
more uptempo music.As a result, 
we then switched to an Exposure 
20105. This was much more 
lively, but lacked the control of the 
Marantz combination.

As such, I am looking for an amp 
that is a halfway house between 
these points. I would like a bit of 
pace and drive to it, but it also 
needs to have a smoothness that 
will flatter my less than audiophile 
recordings. I can spend up to 
£1,000 on something that bridges 
the gap between the Marantz and 
the Exposure.
Charles Hayhurst. via email

This being the Awards 
issue, we would suggest 
trying the sub-£1,000 

champ, the Audiolab 8200A. 
This is a very neutral amplifier 
that has strong timing and drive, 
but manages to avoid sounding 
harsh or fatiguing.

Another strong possibility that 
comes in fractionally over budget 
and would be an excellent choice 
is the £1,075 Creek 5350 
Evolution (HFC 334). This balances 
a fantastic sense of timing and 
pace to a very sweet and refined 
sound. Creek seems to be on a bit 
of a roll at the moment and if the 
5350 is too expensive, then the 
smaller £680 Evolution 2 (HFC 
351) would also be a possibility..
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The Unison Research 56 is powerful 
for a single-ended design

World in Unison

Qlam agonising over 
buying (or at the very 
least, demoing) the 
Unision Research 56 that you 

recently reviewed (HFC347). 1 love 
the design (even more amazingly, 
so does my wife!) and it seemed to 
push all the right buttons for Jimmy 
Hughes in terms of sound.

The problem I have is that my 
speakers -Triangle Genese Lyrs 
- are not going anywhere as they 
work brilliantly in the room and 
look fantastic. On the end of my 
current Unison Research Unico, 
they work very well. Will dropping 
to 35 watts cause me problems? If 
so, are there other valve amplifiers 
with a bit more oomph that will 
work with the Triangles?

I'm mainly a blues and soul fan 
and although I don't regard my 
listening levels as deafening, 
they are reasonably high. All 
thoughts appreciated.
Don Johnson, via email

The diangle is a 

relatively sensitive 

speaker and the Unison 

seemed to have a lot more real- 

world power than the on-paper 

figures suggest, so we don't 

think you will have any particular 

problems partnering the two 

brands - we'd go so far as to 

say we think they'll sound good 

together. Very few other designs 

at any price combine single 

ended operation with an output 

much above single figures so the 

competition is hard to judge.

The only one that springs to 

mind is the Cayin A1GOT that 

featured in the last Beautiful

Systems (HFC 351). This offers a 

'triode' mode that is essentially 

single-ended operation and 

pumps out an impressive 50 

watts whilst it does so. It is a 

handsome piece of equipment 

as well. Let us know which one 

you go for and how you get on.

Super dooper

OI have been watching 
the progress of high­
resolution downloads 
with some interest over the last 

year or so and I believe that there 
is enough material available to 
considertakingthe plunge. I listen 
exclusively to classical music and 
as such, I also have a considerable 
collection of SACD discs that I do 
not want to part with.

I understand that ripping the 
DSD layerofSACD is not possible 
and that SACD-capable DAC 
and transport combinations are 
incredibly expensive. As such, are 
there SACD players with 192kHz 
digital inputs that can have a 
streamer attached to them? I can 
spend up to £4,000 on a unit, but 
I'd prefer to spend less iflcould. 
Stephen Masley, via email

Oppo s BDP-95EU does SACD and streaming

This would be a good 

idea, but while we 

have tested many CD 

players with digital inputs, we 

have nat recently reviewed any 

SACD players so equipped. A 

look around the various units 

on sale at the moment suggests 

that Denon produces the DCD- 

2010 which has a digital input 

(bitrate unspecified) and Luxman 

produces some very attractive 

units that play SACD and have 

a digital input on the back. That 

seems to be the sum total of 

SACD players so equipped.

A more unconventional 

approach might be to consider 

our sub-£1,OOO Award nominee, 

the Oppo BDP-95EU (HFC347). 

This plays CD and SACD (not to 

mention DVD-Audio, Blu-ray and 

pretty much any other format you 

can think of), but will also stream 

files over network. Coming in at 

under£1, OOO, this would allow 
you to consider an external DAC 

if you wanted to boost the CD 

and streaming performance 

further if you wished.

Small wonders

QI currently use a 
Cambridge Audio 
740A and 740C with 
a pair of Mordaunt-Short 908 

loudspeakers. I have recently 
moved house and I have to 
accept that the 908s are too 
large to work correctly in the room. 
As such, I need a new 

pair of loudspeakers. In terms 
of size, standmount designs 
don't really save that much size 
when the stands are taken into 
account so I suspect that I am 
really looking for a pair of small 
floorstanders that don't have the 
side-firing drivers or rear bass 
ports that are causing trouble 
with the 908s.

I do like reasonable bass 
response, though, and listen at 
reasonable volume. I intend to 
spend up to £1,000 on this, but 
I could go a little higher if there is 
something more suitable.
Jonathan Gliddon, via email

The good news is 

that there are some 

strong choices available 

to you. The £899 Triangle Co/or 

(HFC 349), in particular, has 

many likeable features including 

excellent bass response and a 

front port that meant we found 

them very easy to accommodate. 

Our current pick of the crop, 

the Epos Epic 5 (HFC347) is 

slightly larger and has a rear­

mounted port, which might 

make them harder to place, 

but they are too good to ignore 

completely. Equally, the £720 

Boston Acoustics A360, which we 

also tested in HFC 349, was very 

benign in placement terms, 

even if it is still rear ported.

The Triangle Color floorstander 
works well in small spaces
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Esoteric
- the new range.

Esoteric range. Born of
with perfect reproduction

and beautifully designed.

Serious hi-fi exclusively 
for the initiated.

The new 
obsession 
the finest 
precision

an 
of

detail, these components are 
instruments, finely engineered

The new Esoteric range is, quite simply, 
peerless. Listen once and you'll remember 
it for even

Despite changing times and 
whirlwind markets there remain 
musical and visual connoisseurs 
who are seeking true excitement. 
As long as there are such people, 
we shall develop new products 
that improve upon the ‘state of the 
art’. We believe this is our mission.

For further information 
contact Symmetry on 
01727 865488 or
info @symmetry-systems.co.uk

TEAC's re-designed VRDS-NEO clamping 
mechanism, a unique innovation precision 
machined from ultra-dense materials

www.teac.co.uk

by TEAC

systems.co.uk
http://www.teac.co.uk
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Firestone Audio
Big Joe Ill

CE- £340 CONTACT: 0845 345 1550
WEBSITE: FIRESTONE-AUDIO.COM

M1 nltest
Harness the power of your computer music with 
these handy amps says Richard Black

FIRESTONE AUDIO offers a comprehensive range of products in its 
'Cute' series, including this digital power amplifier. The power amp 
part of it may not be strictly digital (it's Class D), but calling this a 
digital amp is still justified when three of the four inputs are digital. 
You get both electrical and optical S/PDIF, along with USB and a 
single analogue input on a stereo mini-jack socket. Hence despite 
the name implying that this is only a power amp, it's actually an 
integrated with an onboard DAC. Digital inputs handle up to 96kHz 
via S/PDIF, or 48kHz on USB. Output power before clip is about 
15 watts. There's one unusual feature in that the volume control is 
digital which works fine, although we found that just occasionally 
the volume will waver between two adjacent steps - the solution is 
to tweak it minutely one way or the other.

Using analogue or digital inputs, this is a very assured-sounding 
little amp. It has real authority and very impressive control in the 
bass, making it sound every bit as 'real' as many of its full-size 
brethren. It also has some delightful insights in store and if its 
retrieval of detail is not as consistent as some of the best integrated 
amps can offer, it still manages more than creditably for its price 
and can occasionally give a real surprise, shining light on unfamiliar 
corners of a recording. A very easy amp to like.

VERDICT IMPRESSIVE BASS control and good performance higher up 
too, with plenty of detail and fundamentallyengaging,  musical

King Rex
T20U SE
PRICE: £280 01782 621225
WEBSITE: KINGREX.CO.UK

A NEW BRAND TO US, this Taiwan-based manufacturer branched 
into hi-fi in 2006, specialising in devices ideal for computer-audio 
use, like this amplifier. Like all of its ilk it uses switching technology 
for the power stage, but in this case it's Class T (or Tripath), the 
configuration that caused such a stir a few years ago.

At the input side, KingRex offers a single analogue input (on 
good-quality phono sockets) and a USB digital input, with selection 
between the two being made by a small rear-mounted switch. That's 
an ergonomic inconvenience, compensated for, to some extent, by 
the volume control which has a very solid feel to it. Output power is 
on the low side but you can still do plenty with eight watts.

This SE version is upgraded over the basicT20U (£235) by having 
key op-amps replaced with very high-performance alternatives. A 
further optional upgrade is a linear power supply (£215).

Tripath technology is renowned for sounding sweet and transparent 
and on the basis of this unit we can see why. It's not the last word in 
impact or overt excitement and we found its frequency extremes a 
little understated, but it does have a beautifully limpid quality.

In large-scale works there's more than enough detail for critical 
listening, though we found the stereo image tends to collapse a 
little towards the centre - more so via the USB than the analogue 
input. Tonally there seems to be a slight lift in the upper midrange.

VCD hl CT THE MAIN ATTRACTION here is a degree of sweetness which soon ’ERI1 makes one overtook any limitations in precision -and that's not
**** bad for the price either!
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© Stereo Box S

MINI TEST 
MINIATURE AMPLIFIERS

Nu Force 
l con2

£235'0NTA 0845 052 5259
FRSITEi NUFORCE.COM

Input 
Select

ITS ONLY A COUPLE OF ISSUES since we enjoyed NuForce's full-size 
DAC-9 (HFC333) and here's another DAC, albeit built into an amp. 
This is an unusually well-specified little amp, with two analogue 
inputs, one on phono sockets and one on a mini-jack, alongside a 
USB input that's capable of handling 24-bit/96kHz data. There's 
a line output and also a headphone output, the latter driven by a 
dedicated circuit.

Inputs are identified only by symbols, which means there's no need 
for text on the front of the unit; hence it can be mounted horizontally or, 
in the supplied 'shoe', vertically, saving even more desk space. Like 
the Firestone, it uses Ethernet-style RJ45 connectors for loudspeaker 
output, with supplied cables terminating in 4mm plugs for the speakers.

If there's one aspect of this amp's performance which struck us 
as being well out of its league in terms of price, it would be detail. 
There's a most impressive amount of that commodity, along with its 
usual companion, stereo imaging, and you can really hear way down 
into complex recordings with ease. We found tonality nicely neutral 
across the midrange, though treble can, at times, be a touch on the 
bright side and a little hard with it. This isn't a huge deal and with 
desktop speakers we were hardly aware of it, but with high-quality 
speakers it was noticeable. That apart, there's really very little to 
criticise and a lot to like.

Pro-Ject
Stereo Box S

:t: £199 CONTACI 01235 511166
PROJECT-AUDIO.COM

NOW WELL ESTABLISHED as one of the leading ranges of miniature 
audio, Pro-ject's 'Box' series includes practically every kind of 
component and there are several amplifiers. This is its cheapest 
and simplest integrated amp, with just two line inputs, selected 
by a push-button on the front on the unit, or a press on the remote 
control. Volume, also remote-controllable of course, is adjusted with 
a motorised mechanical control, while the main power amp section 
is a switching type. At the rear of the unit, multi-function terminal 
posts connect to speaker cables, an impressive bit of shoe-horning 
but asking for trouble in the hands of careless users as the posts 
are just so close together. It's hard to see how one could ever attach 
stripped wires without serious risk of short-circuits. Output power 
before clip is quite generous at 18 watts.

Continuing a theme we've encountered in the past with some of 
the Box series, the sound is full of life and energy, highly committed 
and convincing. There's a real bounce to it and an impressive degree 
of attack, which makes the most of rhythmic music. Along with 
that, there's plenty of refinement to be found and detail, imaging 
and tonality need no apology. If one chooses to listen critically and 
analytically there's lot to enjoy, it's just that the sheer exuberance of 
the sound often makes one disinclined to bother - just sit back, or 
indeed dance around the room and enjoy! •

VERDICT DETAIL AND IMAGING make few, ifany, concessions to full-size 
, amps at twice the price and more; soLid and Lively bass and just a****1 trace of treble excess at limes

RECOMMENDED

VERDICT ENGAGINGLY ENERGETIC amp with more than passable 
analytical skills too; no digital input but power is relatively***** generous for the breed
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in handy. What you get out of them will 

depend on what you put in and any of 

the above are good enough to show up 

the drawbacks of low-bit-rate audio. 

Do yourself a favour and standardise

on lossless files or you’ll kick yourself 

later! As for speakers, we see no sign 

that these amps will be any fussier than 

‘traditional’ models and should be quite 

happy driving 4-ohm loads.

An obvious home for any of these amps 

• j would be a desktop system based around 

a computer, hence no doubt the USB input 

on three of them, but there are plenty of 

other situations where they could come

NUFORCE.COM
AUDIO.COM
w.hifichoice.co.uk
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Hifi Choice
Reader
C lassitied
Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the UK's 
first and best free private ads service for buying and 
selling second-hand hi-fi components.
These pages are a must-read if you're 
thinking about buying used kit, and if 
you want to sell something it's definitely 
the place to be. It's free to place an 
advertisement - simply submit your ad of 
up to 30 words, remembering to include 
your email, phone number and county.

The simplest way to send your ad is via 
email to: hifichoice@futurenet.com 
Or mail to: Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, 
Future Publishing, 2 Balcombe Street, 
London NWl 6NW.
Please note that this service is open to 
private advertisers only.

£800 for a Sugden Mystro is a steal, so be quick!

FOR SALE
WHARFEDALE 10-6 
floorstanders with spikes, 
instruction manual and 
boxes. Can be bi-wired.
Purchased in 2010, only four 
hours use, £295 ono.
01278 789432(Somerset).

MELODY M380 valve power 
amp, mint condition, boxed. 
Two years old £850. Quad 
QC Twenty Four, new, boxed 
£475. Heed Quasar MC 
phono stage, mint £150. 
07729 620621 (Worcs).

B&W ASW4000 THX 
subwoofer(satin black), with 
15-inch Rohacell driver and 
450-watt amp. Not for the 
faint-hearted, this sub is big 
at 80kg, with an even bigger 
sound. Only £600. dazzert@ 
hotmail.com 07847501865 
(West Yorks).

KEF Reference 4 monitor 
speakers. Superb bass 
and near-electrostatic 
soundstaging make these 
involving speakers a 
bargain. New and pristine 
(£3,200) £950.07506 749099 
or 01132 843770 (Leeds).

SUGDENA21aLMk2 
integrated amp. Pure Class 

A without the pain of valves. 
Silky smooth and bristling 
with detail. Eight months 
old, boxed as new finished 
in graphite. Reluctant sale 
£1,1 SOono dazzert@hotmail. 
com 07847 501865 
(West Yorks).

CYRUS8-POWER £425 
brushed black.Genuinely 
mint condition, original 
packaging with accessories 
and manual. Purchased 
in Feb 2010, price for 
collection, postage at extra 
cost. 07873 228770or email 
grant-h74@hotmail.co.uk 
(Herts).

ARCAM, CD93T black, 
£275. ABS amp black, 
£250. PMC TB2 + speakers, 
£275. Chord Indigo plus 
interconnects lm, as new, 
£350. All equipment boxed 
with manuals. 02392 
257626or07970 012450or 
email richardsh@sky.com 
(Portsmouth).

PRO-JECT Debut 3 SE with 
Clearaudio MM cartridge. As 
new condition and working 
perfectly. £150.00.07722 
248001 or email doug.taylor@ 

virgin.net (Lincolnshire).

MARANTZ PM4001 
integrated amplifier, mint 
condition, three years old, 
perfect working order, 
£125. Also Monitor Audio 
Bronze BR2 speakers, mint 
condition, three years old, 
perfect working order, 
£150 02476467679or email 
johnclements45@sky.com 
(west Midlands).

AUDIO RESEARCH CD7 
CD player, with power 
supply modification. As 
new condition with original 
packaging. (£8,000) 
£4,200. 01462 670786or 
emailjr812@hotmail.com 
(North Herts).

CYRUS 8vs integrated 
amplifier, black, super 
condition £399. 0115 
9288006(Notts).

STELLO CDT200 CD 
transport in silver, 
immaculate condition. AES/ 
EBU, RCA, BNC, optical 
digital output. One owner. 
Original packaging, remote 
and mains lead. Rarely 
available. (£1,500) £525 
ono. 07725072878(Leics)_ 

NAKAMICHI CA-7E control 
amplifier plus remote for 
sale. Mint, built-in phono 
stage(MC/MM). Excellent 
sound. Fully serviced July 
2011 at B&W. £1,000ono.
Buyer collects. 07908870023 
(Bucks).

ARCAM FMJ A18 amplifier, 
black, excellent condition, 
Manual. (£600) £300. 
Arcam FMJ CD17 player, 
black, excellent condition, 
manual. (£600) £300. 
01606 79032 (Mid Cheshire).

SUGDEN Mystro integrated 
amplifier. Purchased in 
Feb 2011 and lightly used 
since. Complete with box 
and manual and can be 
posted, £800. 01782 785734 
(Staffordshire).

LEEMAACOUSTICS Pyxis 
reference preamp in black. 
Fully balanced, internal DAC 
and phono stage with tone 
controls. Redundancy forces 
sale, £3,200. 01226 745529 
(Barnsley).

TEAC D-Tl multi DAC, VRDS 
T1 CD transport both boxed 
with manuals. V-8030 
cassette deck with remote. 
Offers to collect. 01977 
695385 (W.Yorks).

WANTED: Full-width 
Technics CD player in silver. 
Please phone with details. 
01777 838617 (Notts).

CELESTION Al speakers in 
black with stands, £290. 
Marantz CD63Mkll in 
black, £100. QED Silver 
Anniversary, 2x4 metre 
biwire runs £35. 01159 
894340(Notts).

ARCAMA85 integrated 
amp in excellent condition. 
MM/MC phono stage, box 
and manual, f195ono. Linn 
LP12 armboard in perfect 
condition £10 plus P&P. 
07941174804 (Heathrow).

MIT AVT3 speaker cable, 
2x3 metre pair, £160. MIT 
AVI interconnect lm £70. 
Both mint and availableas a 
set for £200. 01614323852 
(Cheshire).

ROKSAN Radius 5 turntable 
with Rega RB600 arm and 
GoldringGX22 cartridge, 
£750. Exposure 2010S CD 
player, £210. Both in superb 
condition. 01484477426 
(W.Yorks).

AVI Biggatron standmount 
speakers(cherry).Good 
condition with Partington 
stands. Bowers & Wilkins 
684 floorstanders(cherry). 
Excellent condition £550. 
07982 794884 (Essex).

ARCAM R-DAC. Only 
three months old, as new, 
boxed with all accessories, 
instruction booklet and 
receipt. £175 inc p&p. 01964 
613177or emaildave.drew@ 
talktalk.net (East Yorkshire).

ROGUE AUDIO ST90 
amplifier(£2,650) £1,095.
New, only a few hours use. 
High-quality transparent 
power, includes upgrade 
Svetlana KT88s. 0208653 
0778or emailjohnkalli01@ 
googlemail.com (London).

SUGDEN CD Master £650, 
Sugden Headmaster 
headphone/preamp £400, 
Trichord Dino phono stage, 

EHnnanZI buying second-hand can be a great way to pick up a bargain.A formerty expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term bet than a brands 
new product if the price is right. DO SOME RESEARCH on which brands have a good service back-up, so if something does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase from a 
dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty, so it's up to you to ensure the fitness of any gear that you buy. USUALLY, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, and amps 
should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused component could be trouble -have a proper demo and judge the seller as well as the goods!
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www.hifichoice.co.uk Reader Classified ads Hifi ChoiceDino+ power supply and Dino power lead £250. All items are in excellent condition and come complete with boxes, packaging and instructions. 
01305 263069 (West Dorset).

ROKSAN Radius 5 turntable, clear acrylic £475. Clearaudio Nano phono stage £99. 07702014763 
(Bristol).EUPHYAAlliance Symbiose 320 amplifier(French manufacture) includes separate power supply, 80 watts. Silver casing mixture of non-magnetic metal and Perspex. (£3,450) £1,250. 07805199598 
(WSussex).

CHORD Electronics DAC 64 for sale (black finish). Severalyears old, but very low actual usage; mint condition and looks absolutely brand new. Supplied in original box with manual. Buyer collects - £630. 07905 312191.

CYRUS 8 XPD QX amplifier (black), light use after service, £1,100. PSX^R power supply (black) £275. Cyrus SSE CD player(2009 model), barely used (black) £700. 07884 002911 or email 
ishmael386-inet@yahoo. 
co.uk(Halifax).

NAIM NAC 202 preamp plus Napsc power supply. Excellent condition. First owner. Boxed and including all accessories. Four years old. £1,200. +o45 
60910090 or email jafrikas@ 
jubii.dk(Denmark).

LLNN LP12 (grooved rosewood) Lingo /Nairn aro arm, excellent condition £1,000. 01554 891010 
(Carmarthen).REGARSl speakers (black) £250, Partington Dreadnought speaker stands £130. 01452 385457
(Gloucs).NAIMCD5XS CD player, two years old in superb condition. Boxed with manual and remote, bargain at £895.07914985733 
(Derbyshire).

WANTED Sony JB930 or 940 minidisc deck. 01445781498 
(NorthernScotland).

CYRUS 8vs amp(black). Superb condition with box and remote, £350. 01159 
2^880 (Notts).

MONTORAUDIORSl speakers, new condition, boxed £175. Rotel RT935 AM/FM tuner with Chord interconnect, £60.01943 
467859W Yorks).

KIMBER D-60 Digital Im coaxial interconnect, RCA plugs with case £180, Russ Andrews Superclamp Ultra (unwanted prize) £25, Genelec 1029A active monitors, hardly used. (£700) £295. 01902 884694.
(Wolverhampton).PRIMARE i30 integrated amp and CD31 CD player (black). Good condition, supplied with manuals and remote (not boxed) and Atlas Navigator XLR interconnects. Sold as a pair, but would consider splitting. £1,500. 
07748986963(Hants).

LLNN Lingo 2, excellent condition £425. Linn Trampolin £90. Funk Achromat, turntable mat, 5mm (as new) £55. Linn felt mat £7. Will negotiate on p&p. 01582 867139(Beds). IYNGDORFW210, pair of corner woofers in maple finish and excellent condition, £1,200.
01253 729944 or email 
tyngidorfw210@tesco.net 
(Lancashire).ARCAMMAlpha 7 FM/AM tuner, good condition with original box and handbook £3O. 01252 548012(Hants). 

ROKSAN Kandy LIII stereo integrated amplifier, 30 months old, hardly used and in perfect condition. Usual Roksan features 120 watts, phono stage, remote, rock-solid build etc. (£650) £295.01896823388 
(Northumberland).ORIGIN LIVESovereign Mkl, carefully serviced, 
two platter mats. Illustrious Mk2 arm. New replacement power supplyupgraded and OFC wiring with Supra mains lead with silver IEC £1,995 
07960718424or email 
mcgllm@talktalk.net 
(Essex).APOGEEStagefull-range ribbon loudspeakers (anthracite grey) with new midrange units. Overall excellent condition, £800. 
01825 841104 or email 
mark.hanna@virgin.net 
(EastSussex).CAMBRIDGE AUDIOAzur340ASE amplifier(black), 

with MP3 i/p Mission 750 speakers(black, limited edition) with stands(black) forf200. 07906 492335or 
0208643 2487(London).ROCKPORTTechnologies Merak loudspeaker and Sheritan II subwoofer. Ex­demo and brief use (black gloss), superbly built system (£2,600) £1,300. 0^44 
221115 or email mark.hanna@ 
virgin.net (East Sussex).

EXPOSURE 2010S CD player in silver. Excellent condition. £250.01484 427426 
(W.Yorkshire).

BOWERS& WILKINS DM70 electrostatic speakers from 1969. Large bass units, one non-functional, would suit enthusiast to restore, £350. 
07814198334(Cheshire).QUAD34 preamps, one with DIN inputs, one with RCA. 2x 303 power amps. All recently refurbished by Quad; £500 per pre/power combination. 01872870602 
(Cornwall).

BOWERS & WILKINSP4 speakers in good condition £130. Pioneer 737 DVD player in gold. Good condition with remote £20. 07900662976 
(Cambridgeshire).QUADearly portable amplifier made in 1938. Type 57 S.P Fidelity, may be a Peter Walker product. Offers over £350. 01634817846 
(Kent).TCACVRDS 10, faulty, but repairable. Legendary build and great sound.

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR FREE AD
YOUR DETAILS
Name 
Address

Email address
Daytime telephone number
Date

YOUR ADVERTISMENT

SEND YOUR ADVERTISMENT TO
Hi-Fi Choice, Future publishing, 2 Balcombe Street London NW1 6NW

Cosmetically good, call for details, £85. 07704833767 
(Somerset).

NAIM Uniti all-in-one unit in immaculate condition with box. Would consider part-exchange with Arcam Solo Neo. £1,500. 02380 
0738935(Hants).

ROKSAN K2 amp.Owned from new (black), boxed with manual and remote control.£375.02920 568165 or 
email barbragamester@ 
btinternet.com. (Cardiff).REGAP3/RB300 tonearm, Rega Super Bias cartridge, Pro-Ject Phono Box II USB. All forf250. embt80@ 
gmail.com 01555 759124 
(South Lanarkshire).VAN DEN HULMeridian interconnects. Pair, 900mm length, Neutrik phono connectors £31 plus p&p. Pair interconnects 600mm length, Neutrik phono connectors £28 plus p&p.
i .fraser587@btinternet.com 
01582 573570(Beds).REGAKyte speakers (black). In good working order, but with some damage around rear terminals. £65. Wharfedale SW150 subwoofer(black), hardly used, £110. Offers welcome. joshjefferyjeff@ 
hotmail.com (London).SPECTRALMIT interconnects MI330 1.5m x2 £210. Handmade 

equipment support in oak, six-tier, offers. Audio Source, six­way conditioning block (£350) £210. All mint.
01159126424 
(Notts).

MARANTZ CD-63Mkll CD player, Thorens TD280 MklV turntable, Kenwood stereo cassette deck KX-5060S, Kenwood AV stereo receiver KR-V5570, pair of Castle Severn speakers. Sensible offers, will split if necessary. 
01422 354995or email 
b.d.heyhoe@talktalk.net 
(West Yorkshire).

MARANTZ CDlO CD player, boxed with remote. Datasheet available as PDF. £300 07771 776877(Herts).KORDTornado speakers, classic eight-inch mid­bass monitors. Bargain at £300, including Atacama SL stands. 07814 556915 
(Oxfordshire).

CYRUS CDXT SE+ transport. (black). Purchased new Dec 2010(fl,550) £1,050.2 x Cyrus Smartpower Plus power amps (black). (£700) £275. 07970096244(Bucks).

CRYSTAL CABLEPiccolo RCA interconnects 0.5m pair.Multi-award winning cables in immaculate condition.Very light use, complete with presentation box. £115 ono. 
07725 072878(Leics).

MONITOR AUDIOsilver MXl speakers in natural oak.Boxed with only 12 hours use. Bargain at £299. 01702 
556116(Essex).

For sale / W
anted

To submit your advert to us, 
please email hifichoice@ 
futurenet.com or alternatively, 
use the postal form below. Please 
limit ads to a maximum of 30 

words, ensuring all details, model 
names etc are correctly stated. 
Kindly also include your email, 
telephone number and home 
county. We regret that we cannot 
take adverts over the phone.
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Save 50%Save 25% Save 35%Save 35%

to make your turntable sparkle

Olive, Deftec, Ayon

Save 33%Save 50% Save 35%

2 easy ways to order

myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/Z901

Turntables 
compared

। KEF Blade: world's 
Cfl first review inside! " I EkIusm. m-d«xht$stumovers

0844 848 2852 Quote Z901 .
(lines open Monday-Friday8am-9.30pm and Saturday 8am-4pm)l

SEX 
THE LAST

«avise «m?

Sweet music from six new 
streamers, but which one 
delivers audiophile standards?

Vinyl revival • —
£48.69 -13 issues £41.99-13 issues13 issues

XBOX 360:TMF OFFiOiAL XBOX M1OA7IHF F
MASSIVE

Sound investment

£41.49

The perfect Christmas present that lasts all year long

Convenient and free home delivery every month

# Free gift card you can personalise to announce your gift

Plus! We have a huge range of other gift ideas for under £20

DALIIKON7MKII 
speakers worth

Choose from over 60 titles online - a magazine to suit every interest

£27.49 -13 issues

> Plan your/Vói 
way to the ST) 
t perfect site

£25.99 - 13 issues £46.49 - 13 issues £46.69- 13 issae^ • *£51.99 - 13 issues
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HiFi Choice
Buyers 
Guide

Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice Buyer’s 
* Guide- the ultimate directory to the 
W. very best high-performance hi-fi gear 
AT that you can buy. Here, you'll find our 

favourite current products listed under easy- 
to-use categories, with up-to-date pricing and 
trustworthy verdicts.

Reviews you can trust 
Hi-Fi Choice test results 
are the most reliable in 
the business. We employ 
the UK's most respected 
hi-fi journalists and use the 
most stringent techniques 
to ensure our ratings are 
the ones you can trust 
(see How We Test p38). 
All the equipment we rate 
most highly is contained 
within these pages, from 
CD and vinyl to the latest 
disc players, amplifiers, 
tuners and loudspeakers.

Reviews online
You can also read the full 
review for each of our

BADGES EXPLAINED
□ OUR AWARDS

EDITOR'S CHOICE: 
Awarded to those 
products thatare 
judged to deliver 
reference-standard 
performance

RECOMMENDED: 
The products we 
feel meet a certain 
high standard 
of performance

GROUP TEST 
WINNER: 
Comparative tests 
can only have one 
true winner, and this 
badge says it all

Buyer's Guide entries online. 
Simply type: techradar.com 
into your browser, then click 
Reviews menu, followed by 
Audio visual and then Hi-fi 
and audio.

How to use this guide
The Hi-Fi Choice Buyers 
Guide is the best way to 
make a shortlist of 
components to audition. 
Pick the ones that best 
suit your taste and budget, 
then consult our Dealer 
Guide (Classified) section 
to find specialist outlets 
where you can try them 
with your favourite music 
and test discs.

NEW ENTRIES...
Every month, our 
buying bible is 
updated to include 
our latest reviews. 
These new entries 
are highlighted in 
yellow and reflect the 
very best reviews from 
the previous issue.

I SOURCE COMPONENTS

108 CD players
Whether CD or SACD, we list the very 
best players for the job

111 Turntables
A selection of our favourites, from a 
£190 Pro-Ject to a fl 1 Sk Continuum 

111 _ Phono cartridges 
The best in both magnetic and 
moving coil cartridges

113 Radio tuners
Surf the airwaves with any one of 
these carefully selected tuners

113 Headphones
Badge-winning headphones for 
your personal listening pleasure 

117 _ Streamers/servers 
Our favourite next-gen hi-fi, from 
streaming clients to full-on servers

117 DACs
Digital-to-analogue convertors are 
once again revolutionising quality

AMPLIFIERS

115 Stereo amplifiers
Our pick of the world's best one-box 
integrated amplifiers

115 Pre/power amps
For those occasions when two boxes 
seem better than one

CABLES

117 Interconnects
Cables can provide a useful tweak to 
your system, check out our choices

117 Speaker cables
Priced per metre, these are our top 
recommendations for taming speakers

LOUDSPEAKERS

119 _Stereo speakers
An invaluable guide to the best 
loudspeakers for your system

STANDS & SUPPORTS

123 _ Equipment supports
The best equipment supports: sprung; 
solid; air-filled; glass; MDF and more...

123 _Speaker stands
Stands come in all shapes, sizes and 
prices, so take your pick from our list

DEALER CLASSIFIED

125 _ Dealer guide
A veritable pot pourri of hi-fi dealer 
classified advertisements

129 Dealer directory
For all your hi-fi wants, check our 
index of independent hi-fi dealerships

AWARDS 2011 lifi^^e1O7

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
techradar.com


■ Buyer's quide www.hifichoice.co.uk
CD

 pl
ay

er
s BADGES KEY: q RECOMMENDED^ I sEDITOR'S CHOICE = "|^ GROUPTESTWINNER = • | BESTBUY

CD players
Any one of these fine players will make sweet music for years to come z z z > -Y z /

Badge Product Price Comments

• Advance Acoustic MCD-204 795 CD player with warm valve sound. Harmonically rich and inviting performance : 342
• Audiolab 700 No SACD support, but excellent detail, neutrality and communication : 340
• Cambridge Audio Azur 65O6D 400 Musical, precise, involving and with great energy at a superb price : 340
• Creek Evolution 2 680 Smart and desirable-looking player with lots of detail present in performance : 350
« Exposure 2010S2 710 Paired with the 2010S2 amp, this CD player is a fine performer with plenty of detail ; 344
• Marantz Pearl Lile SA-Kl 899 A key CD/SACD player at an attractive price, with support for digital : 338
• Marantz Kl Pearl Lile 750 Excellent sound, this CD player has also dropped in price from £920 to £750 since our review : ! • ! • ! • : 344
• Micromega CD-10 799 The cheapest in the range, the CD40 has been fine-tuned to please the audiophile : • : : • : 328
e Moon CD.5 999 Admirably energetic music-maker from this very well-built player ! • : 335
• Musical Fidelity Ml CDT 600 Reviewed in combination with the Ml DAC, this CD transport holds its own against the competition • • . • ; • • • 346
• Oppo BDP-95EU 999 This universal player is revealing, transparent and musically involving : 347
• Pro-Ject CD Box 300 This player belies both its size and its price with sounds worthy of a decent mid-range system ! : • i • : • : 338
• Rega Saturn 898 Strikingly full-voiced, the Saturn offers a sound that feels remarkably real : 344
• Roksan Kandy K2 899 State-of-the-art technology and precision engineering produces a fine CD performance : 335

M| ■ ■

Badge Product Price Comments

• AMRCD-777 3,195 Extremely natural and engaging sound that brings analogue to the digital world : : • : : : 332
• Arcam CD37 1,300 Excellent detail and imaging, neutral tonality and above-average bass resolution : 340
• Audio Analogue Maestro 2,250 Boasts refined highs and good image quality with a fine sense of timing : : • : i • : 348
• Audio Note ZeroCD/II 1,742 Reviewed as part of a system, this really is a CD player for those who don’t like CD : : • : : ! 348
• Ayon CD-07S 1,890 Open and fluent player; excellent pace with all kinds of music : : : • : : 351

• Creek Destiny 1,400 This player presents the music and nothing but the music and is thoroughly recommended . 328

• Icon Audio CDXl Signature 1,350 Has an open, vinyl sound with a very high listenability factor : • : 341

• KrellS-350A 2,695 Accomplished CD player with real breeding underpinning its excellent performance : 341
• KrellCipher 12,255 Vivid, highly detailed sound - SACD has rarely sounded so good : • ; 350

• Marantz UD 804 2,450 Sophisticated and highly capable universal player that just about does it all 336
• Meridian 8808.3 Signature 10,000 Extraordinarily revealing and open CD player with a first-class performance level : : • : • ■ : • : : ; 339

• Micromega CD-20 1,249 No SACD, unfortunately, but without doubt one of the better mainstream players : : • i ; • : : ; ¡332

• Mimetism 20.1 5,107 An impressive player that produces a very convincing and musical sound : : • Ì • : : 330

• Moon 750D 7,950 Very few CD players can extract as much information off the disc as the 750D : 331

e NaimCD5XS 1,790 Its composure and openness results in a musical performance that is extremely seductive i 334

• PrimareCD32 2,200 Smart, slick and with balanced outputs, this CD player looks every bit the high-end part 348
• Resolution Audio Cantata 5,995 CD player/streamerthat's revealing enough to set it far apart from the competition : : • : • : : • : 336
• Roksan Caspian M2 1,600 This impressively engineered CD player is punchy and dynamic, with excellent timing • ■ : 338

• Shanling CD-T200 1,895 Great sound, good looks, superb build and unbeatable price ■ : • : • : : • 350

• Unison Research UnicoCDE 2,475 Has an engaging and musical sound with strong tonal realism ; : • : : : • 348

E3J33S3 SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs in two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a DAC or digital 
recorder. OPT DIGITAL O^^W Optical Toslinkoutput for digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder. CD-^^ COMPATIBU Will play CD^RW (rewritable) discs, most CD players can 
cope with CD-Rs. CD^TIXT Will display album and tracktitles from inserted disc. BAL^^^^UE OUT Balanced XLR output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers. HEADPHONE 

Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the CD player. VARIAIU OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs.

RE.Vax rr THE MANUFACTURERS'
Se rVice APPOINTED service company

RE.Vax 

SERVICE
Correct Revox Spare Parts Pricing 
24 Hour Estimation procedure 
Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice 
Delivery and Collection Service 
Comprehensive Guarantees

Factory Trained Engineers 
Rapid Response Turnaround 
Full Revox range serviced 
^Written Technical Reports 
Late Evening Opening

Th" E A A TECHNOLCJGV l_ I M I T EZ O
T TL House, Sheeptick End, Near Lidlington, Bedfordshire, MK43 OSF
Telephone 01525 841999 Facsimile 01525 841009

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk


O2 Primus TalkTalk0 plusnet

Slash your TV,
internet & 
phone bills!
One quick call. 
Thousands of deals

Let us do the hard work!
Call free and speak to our London based 
impartial experts.
We review over 6,000 deals from the top UK 
providers to find the right one for you - with 
our Lowest Price Guarantee.
Our experts do the hard work, answer your 
questions and even arrange your installation!

We're proud to be the only service to be 
accredited by Ofcom for TV, broadband 

and home phone comparison

PRICE COMPARISON 
CALCULATOR

Call us free and we'll do the hard work!

0800 466 1053
Monday-Friday 8am-8pm, Saturday 9am-5.30pm, Sunday 1 Oam-5.30pm

www.techradarstores.eo.uk/digitalsave
Or text "DEAL" to 81400 and we'll call you

"npllfydi9ito^

vpto 

£408* 
Peryear

simplify digita i^

■SBtak. J

o

o

O

'20% of Simplifydigitat customers received an average saving of £408. Data based on 1,538 records between 1st of Jan 2010 to Sth Nov 2010. •• Out of 445 consultations between 01101/2010 and 03/05/2010, 368 Simplifydigital customers saved 
money by signing up to our recommended deal. Lowest Price Guarantee Terms and Conditions apply - see www.simplifydigital.eo.uk/lowest-price-guarantee for full details. Standard SMS network charges apply.

http://www.techradarstores.eo.uk/digitalsave
http://www.simplifydigital.eo.uk/lowest-price-guarantee


HERE COMES THE REAL MAGIC

AWARD WINNING - The Mini-I has consistently 
been rated full marks for its sheer number and quality 
of features resulting in an outstanding price to performance 
ratio. The Mini-I has ranked 5/5 Star from HiFi Choice and 
won the Headphonista Oustanding Design 2010 award!

24/192KHZ - The Mini-I supports up to 24-bit and 192KHZ 
through its S/PDIF and BNC inputs. The maximum sample 
rate supported via USB is 24-bit/48 KHz.

LCD DISPLAY - A useful feature that displays the 
current active input, sample rate, volume level and 
track time information.

INPUTS/OUTPUTS - The Mini-I has it all with USS, 
BNC, Optical and digital Coaxial inputs.A single pair of 
phono (L/R RCA) and balanced (XLR) connectors provide 

the outputs.

REMOTE CONTROL - One of the very DACs to 
come with a remote control. Features on/off control, 
input selection, volume control and a mute button.

DAC/PRE-AMP/HEADPHONE AMP - The 
Mini-I does it all; you can use the DAC as a fixed line 
output or as a preamp with variable line out. The icing 
on the cake is the 6.Jmm headphone jack.

MATRIX MINI-I
DAC/PRE-AMP/HEADPHONE AMP

£259 inc UI< shipping

UK Retailer
AmpCity UK I 020 3384 6392 I info@ampcity.co.uk I www.ampcity.co.uk ✓\MPCITY

mailto:info@ampcity.co.uk
http://www.ampcity.co.uk
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Turntables
The best record players money can buy

hoic
urntables / Phono cartridges / Phono stages

Price CommentsBadge Product

• Clearaudio Concept 1,100 One of the easiest ways of getting into analogue, with excellent results for the price 33/45 • • o 338

• Continuum Caliburn 125,CX Luxury turntable with state-of-the-art design includes Cobra tonearrn and Castellon stand 33/45/78 • • : • 3 20

• Dr Feickert Woodpecker 2,995 Offers superb bass. excellent build quality and range of arm choices 33/45 • 335

e Edwards Audio ITl 325 Classic, no-nonsense design, with exemplary performance at the price 33/45 • • • 342
• The Funk Firm Funk V2 1,390 Not only as beguiling as those that preceded it, this turntable is also more substantial to boot 33/45 : • • ■ • 324

• Hanss Acoustic T-30 3,600 The only multi-armbase deck in its price range, it boasts image stability and precise bass 33/45 ' • opt opt 331

• Lumley Heliosphere 2,495 A distinctive-looking turntable with a unique sound and a performance that reflects your vinyl 33/45 opt op 319

• MichellGyro SIE 1,150 Excellenttiming really propels a very good performance. Plenty of detail and insight, too 33/45 • : • 345

• Michell Gyro SEduction 2,245 Limited edition version of above with TecnoArm, HR power supply and blue-steel finish 33/45 • « 342

• Pro-Jee!RPM-1Genie3 190 The Genie is that rare thing of a product with good looks, fine build and excellent sound 33/45 : 9 • : • 332
• Pro-Jee! RPM 10.1 Evolution 2,000 This turntable is a good combination of high mass and effective suspension 33/45 • : * ® : 348

• Pro-Jee! Xperience 2 Pack 775 Holds its own against all corn petition (arm included) 33/45 • • : 345

• Pro-Jee! 6 Perspex 1,280 Plenty of detail and good rhythmic qualities (arm included) 33/45/78 • • : 338

• Rega RP3 475 Turntable with the uncanny ability to get to the heart of the music 33/45 ♦ • : 351

• SRM Tech Arena 650 A welcome addition to the affordable end of the market, this is an engaging turntable 33/45 • • : 349

33/451.750 Very well-defined bass; good detail; well judged rhythm and pace (reviewed with Excalibur arm) 345...
33/45 347

L... .....________ --- ---------- ------ L
• Townshend Rock 7

• Well Tempered Simplex 1,495 Superb timing makes this one of the most entertaining turntables in its price range

Phono cartridges
MM and MC recommendations

6t...
Price CommentsBadge Product

Dynavector DV-20X2L 499 Revealing and open sound from a well-built and easy-to-align MC cartridge • 342

• Dynavector Kara! 1703 699 One of the most thrilling-sounding cartridges on the market • 334

• Goldring Legacy 595 An MC cartridge better suited to the smoother-sounding turntable, it unearths a mountain of detail • 328

• Grado PrestigeGold 1 150 Unusuallyassurred 'presence' region is the basis of a beautifully musical and involving presentation • 338

• Ortofon 2M Red 80 A little fussy about set up, but sound is admirably balanced and full of unforced detail • 345

Otafon VIVO Red 200 Never less than musically convincing, this all-in-one cartridge is remarkably capable • 338

• Ortofon Cadenza Red 750 There's much to admire in this cartridge's fine detail and unfussy presentation • 330

Shure M97xE 82 A budget cartridge, but bass and midrange are to high-end standards and treble is just as assured • 345

Phono stages
Make your turntable sing
Badge Product

• Dynavector P-75 Mkll

Price Comments

595 A stage that will put spring in the step of any decentcartridgeyou can throw at it

• Lehmann Audio Black Cube 335 This phono amp is a very distinguished performer with an MM source

• Linn Uphorik

• PrimareR32

Pro-Jee! Tube Box SEil

1,850 Exceptional sound quality, the Uphorik could easily win over the next generation of LP enthusiasts

850 If you are into vinyl for the music, then this is one of the most revealing examples on the market

435 The big picture is themost evident thing here, but the finer details are there, too

344

335

334

345

335

E2233CE1 SPEEDS Speeds offered in rpm. SUSP SUBCHASS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support for the platter and arm. SWITCHABLE SPEED CHANGE Some decks 
require manual lifting of the belt from one pulley to another to change speed, but notthese ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearm - some require a 
separate purchase in this department, butthe dealer will fit it for you. SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are supplied with a starter cartridge and this is included in the price 
shown. MM Moving magnet cartridge -see arnp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. 
REPCA^^BLE SlYWS Some cartridges have separate styli for ease of replacement, but it compromises sound quality.

HFCTOP PICKS

Li iLm

Dynavector Karat 1703 £699
The 1703 gets very close to the results achieved 
with MCs at twice the price and few can touch it in 
terms of sheer musicality and resolution of detail

Pro-Ject 6 Perspex £1,280
Our Product of the Year 2010. A winning 
combination of open and even-handed sound, 
handsome design and excellent build quality

Dr Feickert An. Woodpecker £2,995 
A very flexible and well-thought-out deck that 
offers brilliant build quality and excellent bass. 
Able to work with a wide variety of arms, too
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The world's greatest gadget magazine, 
wherever and whenever you want.

Available in print, online, 
on mobile and iPad

www.t3.com

The latest issue of T3 magazine is available now at iTunes, Zinio or at all good newsagents.

™ Available on the 
J App Store
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Radio tuners
Surf the airwaves with these carefully selected tuners

FM tuners
Badge Product Price Comments

% % °0 %.

• Creek Audio Evolution 350 Sound is detailed, cohesive and extended both tonally and spatially - very classy ; FM.AM 80 : • ; • i i • 308

• NAD C426 220 Ifyou aren't already wedded to DAB, then this is a very attractive purchase ; FM.AM 80 : • ® 339

• T+A T1210R 1,200 High-end looks are matched by the sound, which is detailed and sophisticated FM 100 E ' : 283

Radio tuners / H
eadphones

11

DAB/FM tuners

e Arcam FMJ T32 600 A highly cost-effective way of optimising the airwaves. iPod functionality is a bonus DAB.FM 100 • • • i • 319

e Onkyo T-4555DAB 400 Admirably free of grain or obvious tonal blemishes, this tuner achieves a high standard DAB 40 • • • • 298

DAB/FM portables

Monitor Audio Airstream 10 225 The range of features on this DAB/FM/Internet radio is certainly impressive ; DAB.FM.Web 4 • i • 337

Pure Sensia 250 One of the smartest table radios around, offeringwirelesscomputer-sourced music DAB.FM.Web 40 • : * 331

Roberts Revival 200 A handy way to get internet radio and media streaming throughout the house DAB.FM.Web • : 344

Tivoli Networks+to 239 FM reception is excellent and a cut above everything else this radio has to offer DAB.FM.Web 5 * i • 344

Vita Audio Rt Mkll 160 Limited to DAB/FM and line inputs, but the sound quality is very good DAB.FM.Web 10 • : • 337

Vita Audio R2i 300 Very smartly built with a sound that's full-bodied, neutral and detailed DAB.FM 30 • : • 323

Id WAVEBANDS Which bands are supported: FM, M - medium wave, L- long wave, DAB - digital audio broadcasting. PRESES How many stations can be stored
in memory. RDS Radio Data System - station names and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential). 
REMOTI: CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for setting up an aerial. ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons.

Headphones
Audiophile solutions for home and travel use
Badge Product Price Comments

• AKGQ701 500 A welcome addition to the ranks of the world's finest transducers
• Audio Technics ATH-W1000X 649 Fine advert forthe virtues of closed-back headphones, with great bass and background noise reduction

• Beyerdynamic DT770 179 One of the most tonally satisfying closed-back headphones around with excellent detail

• Beyerdynamicll 880 A characterful, enjoyable music-maker with a detailed, weighty sound

• Bowers and Wilkins P5 250 A superb headphone with B&W's sound and build quality sealingthe deal

• Grado GS100i 1,100 A superb transducer, capable of astonishingly high performance standards
• Grado PS100 1,795 Offer excellent detail and effortless dynamics, but they can be heavy to wear after a while
• JamowEAR ln30 80 In-ear headphone sound is beguilingly musical and very detailed across the board

• Klipsch Image XIOi 229 Natural sound and fit; lightweight and unobtrusive in-ear headphones
• Sennheiser C^X8i 83 This in-ear headphone is excellent for the price and the results overall are most impressive

• Sennheiser HD380 140 This model offers good sound and is a worthy alternative to in-ear monitors

• Unique Melody Miracle 775 Great build and sound, the custom-moulded Miracles are one ofourfavourite in-ears

• 235 341

• : 350 334
• i« \270\ • i 333

331

• • 195 • 333
• i 325

• i 348

10 • 342

• 348

• 327

■ I 346

ESZSCSi ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic film instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURA Earpads sit on ear rather than around it ORCUMAURAL 
Earpads rest on the head around the ears. OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out. CLOSED BACKO) Sealed capsules. WEIGHT In grams. 3.5MM JACK ADAAPTOR 
Allows connection to personal stereos, computers etc.

HFCTOP PICKS

Bowers & Wilkins PS £250
The PS is a no-brainer for iPhone users but this 
well built and attractive design should be able to 
win friends from outside the Apple camp as well

PURE Sensia £250
PURE's ground-breakingtouch-screen DAB 
radio has changed the way we interact with radio 
forever and sets the standard for innovation

Our 2010 award winner is beautifully built and 
attractively designed, with a strong and engaging 
performance and remarkable detail
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Our pick of the best one-box amps out there

Price Comments
Up to £1.000

Badge Product
• Audiolab 8200A 730 Has detailed sound with good extension and unusually assured midrange 6 • 60 349

• Cambridge Audio 840A v2 800 A chunky powerhouse with features aplenty, this amp offers detail and delicacy (silver finish) 8 « ; 120 327

• Denon DCD-1510AE 900 Offers a taste of high-end excellence at an affordable price 5 IVWVMC * • 70 335

• Exposure 2010S2 752 Impressive amplifier with preamp output, the 2010S2 was a blind group test winner 6 • 75 344

• Marantz Kl Pearl Lile 750 Impressive performer with a well-filled phono-amp board and now down to £750 from £920 5 • • • 90 344

• NAD C3226BEE 320 Unusually confident into awkward loads and very assured especially in bass. Treble a touch recessed 7 . • 50 322

• Rega Mira 3 460 Competent performerthat makes an excellent system with the matching Saturn CD player 5 • : 60 344

• Audio Note IZero 1,548 A fine performer that provides a catalyst forthe Zero system CD player and loudspeakers 4 8 348

• Bel Canto C5i 1,799 This integrated amp/DAC produces a very energetic sound with plenty of detail 2 MM 60 351

• Consonance Cyber10 Sig 1,595 Gorgeous tube amp delivering high-end performance at a realistic price 5 11 345

• Creek Destiny 2 1,600 Excellent tonal balance and gorgeous, effortless detail 6 opt • • 116 342

• Cyrus 8xp d 1,550 Best heard in the context of a Cyrus system, this amp nevertheless has some great qualities 6 0 • 80 342

• Electrocompaniet ECl 5 Mk II 2,750 Big, characterful and beautifully built amp, with equally big and unforced sound 6 120 349

• Emilie Ara 2,450 An extremely competent valve amp in its own right with a useful set of features 2 • 22 343

• Icon Audio Stereo 60 Mk 3 1,700 An energetic valve amp that offers high power and delivers it with confidence 4 • 65 346

• Leema Pulse Ill 1,495 Offers a clean, smooth sound and has an unusually wide array of inputs 6 MM MC 70 342

• Moon 13.3 3,000 Lively and lifelike with a good sense of rhythm and generally good performance 4 opt • • 10 349

• Pathos Ethos 3,250 A highly capable two-channel amp that offers great sound, plus a versatile equipment interface 6 • : 100 348

• Peachtree Audio iDecco 1,000 A well-equipped amp/DAC one-stop solution for iPod and digital audio users 2 • 40 344

• Peachtree Audio Nova 1,099 This amp/DAC combi is a fine heart for a computerised desktop system 3 • • 80 341

• Primaluna Prologue Two 1,820 This valve amp has many fine qualities that will endear it to many audiophiles 4 • • 30 346

• Primare 132 2,200 Gorgeous sound, while the prospect of future upgrades is truly mouth-watering 3 ' 120 344

• Rega Elicit 1,595 Avery good bass, while imaging and detail provide an involving and enjoyable listen 5 opt • 80 349

• Roksan Caspian M2 1,600 This muscular-sounding amplifier is load tolerant and more powerful in practice 6 • 85 338

• Unison Research 56 2,990 This valve amp creates a big spacious soundstage with ample depth and width 5 35 347

A
m

plifiers / Pre/pow
er am

plifiers

Pre/power amplifiers
Separate boxes can bring clear advantages

Up to £2,000
Badge Product Price Comments

• : 8 :opt' • '200: 309e CambridgeAudioAzur81tOE/^840W 2,000 Enterprising technology delivers a pre/power combo that always sounds detailed and controlled

e NAO C165BEE/C275BEE 1,550 An alternative to the usual integrated route and one that offers flexibility and fine sound 6 w nO' 336

Above £2,000

7,000 Power amp features a very neutral transparent sound with lots of power and low-running temperature 450: 337Audio Research DS450

• Bryston BP16/ 2B SST2 5,700 Preamp and power amp combo offers superb sound quality • • 6 opt • ' 100: 323
• Cayin SP-30S/SP-40M 3,346 Smooth clean sound quality, this combo is well-balanced and natural-sounding : e • 4 MM • ; 40 : 343
• Classe Audio CP-800 4,450 A future-proof and well-built preamp with an excellent USB DAC and range of features • 6 350
• Cyrus Stream XP 2,000 An easy to use streaming DAC/preamp with a great combination of soundquality and features : • 5 • 346
• CyrusMonoX300 2,495 A power amp with a rare combination of speed and resolution ; » 2 300 341

• Linn Akurate Kontrol/2200 7,550 Reviewed as part of an entire system (streamer and speakers), this combo offers a crisp, open sound : • • 2 200 343

6 » 150 349

• Musical Fidelity M6PRE/PRX 4,998 For those wanting a powerful high-end pre/power combo at a realistic price, this is a fantastic package * • 9 • • 260 340
• Onkyo P-3000R/M-5000R 4,200 Superb sounding combination with excellent build, flexibility and connection options 6 MM 80 345
• Quad Elite Pre/Mono

• Trilogy909/990

1,500 Clear and well-focused bass, plus a sound with a high degree of simple honesty

10,390 Extremely musical valve-based pairing with hybrid power and beautiful finish 6 100 325

Lliittiaa LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. PHONO INPUT Input sockets 
and on-board phono stage for a cartridge. Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coil), occasionally both. REMOTE CONTROL A remote control is supplied with the amplifier. 
HEADPHONE SOCKET To drive your cans with. POWER OUTPUT Manufacturer's rated output in watts per channel.
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Streamers/music servers
Streaming and music servers are opening up a new dimension in listening pleasure
Badge Product Price Comments

• CambridgeAudioSonataataMPlO 400 A fully featured streamer that sounds remarkably open and works well wirelessly
.............................................................................. "jjHj............................ •j|----»w!Y,«w»..»w,«TB3».»«ew^^

* SquwzeboxTouch 240 Possibly the best user interface we've seen on any dedicated digital audio player

• Marantz NA7004 600 Easy to use, the NA7004 makes getting into streaming simple and all for a great price, too.1. . . a a.am*a..a*aa*aaaaH*aaail..vakH .aaa ...... .^¿...^X^ZS^j,,^.,,,,—J-- —...j. -a—— a- --* '           aaaaaaaaaa ..'...a aaaaaaaaaa . . aa • • • aa • aaaaa au^_ aa. • • aaa • aaa. a. aaa aaaa • • aa • • • ■ • ..a . . . .a.aaa a.aaaa.ja».. i ..........  a... aaaaaa. aaa aaaaaaaaaa.a..aaa...aaa.a...aa..aaa
• Rotel RDG^1520 795 A great product for those unaccustomed to internet-based audio

Yamaha NP-52^M 1,429 Drop-dead gorgeous and it sounds appropriately sophisticated

Stream
ers/M

usic servers/D
A

Cs/Cables

WIRELESS Able to receive files wirelessly INTERNAL DRIVE Fitted with its own hard drive USB USB Sockets fitted INTERNET RADIO Able to receive web radio
IPOD COMPATIBLE Able to connect directly to an iPod APPLE AIRPLAY Able to function as an AirPlay receiver BALANCED OUPVT Fitted with a balanced out DIGITAL OUTPUT Fitted 
with a digital output

DACs O : 0 • o

Digital-to-analogue convertors are back and the price has come right down
Price CommentsBadge Product

• Antelope Audio Zodiac Plus 1,895 Remarkable resolving capabilities and more inputs than the majority ofDACs 192 ;• <» : 345

• Benchmark DACl 950 Very clean sound with plenty of detail and also good rhythmic drive • • 192» • : «> : 341

• Cambridge Audio DacMagic 230 Detail and imaging are very good and a decent feature count only adds to the appeal • i • % • ; 331

• Electrocompaniet PDl 1,250 Great sound and superb build, the PDl allows you to access music on your computer hard drive • • • • 192 • : 350

• Furutech GT40 395 The perfect 'missing link' between analogue and the home computer • 96 • <• 342

• MatrixMini-i 260 Agile, lively and detailed sound with clear and full-bodied bass • • • i 192. j 349
• M2 Tech Young DAC 1,200 For affordable ultra-high resolution, this DAC has detailed sound and is full of life and vibrancy • . • • 96. ; •' : 350
• Nuforce DAC9 1,095 A very capable DAC with good input and output provision • : • : • . 192. • ! 350

• Rega DAC 498 A little stunner, combining genuinely high-end sound with a good feature set : • ’ . -rá 346

• PS Audio Digital Link Ill 899 A simple no-fuss product that just sounds great and at its price is something of a bargain • : . : . : 192. 341

E23333 INPUTS Fitted with a coaxial input OPTICAL INPUTS Fitted with an optical input USB Fitted with a USB input WIRELESS Able to receive material wirelessly
SAMPLING RATES Maximum sampling rate of the DAC BALANCED OUP^ Fitted with a balanced output HEADPHONE SOCKET Can operate as a headphone amp VOWME 
CONTROL Can be connected directly to an active speaker or power amp.

Cables
Cables really can make a difference, especially our top recommendations

% \„ %interconnects
Badge Product Price Comments

<7 <9

• Black Rhodium Polar Illusion 250 A good all-rounder, with clear and purposeful bass and particularly fine treble : • : : • , i
• Chord Co. Indigo Plus 995 Costly, and high-class cable needs running in, but this is a finely detailed design overall : * : 323
• Peerless Sigma 70 A cable that belies its modest price with sound that's detailed, neutral and full bodied : • : • KG
• QED Ref Audio Evolution 63 Tonally favours the bass, but overall detail and imaging are very good • ; • Kd
• QED Signature Audio S 190 Mellifluous and rounded, this cable is a great choice for lovers of the human voice

............... - ........•........ .
• ; i• : dK

Digital interconnects

• Atlas Mavros 285 By any reckoning this is a very revealing wire : : • : • E 336
• van den Hui The Wave 65 The results this cable achieves are excellent and it scores highly for value • : • E 336

Speaker cables (price per metre)

• Black Rhodium Jive Bi-Wire 14 Bi-wire cable which is full of sonic virtues. It's highly practical,too • i 339
• Kimber4PR 65 Many high-end virtues at a budget price, including a well-judged bass and sweet extended treble • 349

• Monster MCX-ls 5 Notable for its bass, perhaps a touch overdone at times but could be a good foil to small speakers • : • 280
• van den Hui The Teatrack 35 A bi-wire cable with a sound that's impeccably timed, neutral and full of detail • : • : 339
• Wireworld Stream 6 Packs a punch when needed and the detail is good : • 349

M J 73 STRANDED Cable has a number of (usually) twisted strands to conduct the signal. SOLID COR Cable has one or more individually insulated strands to conduct the signal.
COPPER Material used to form the conducting element of the cable. SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL CABLE‘^TYPE E- electrical, 
0 - optical. Cables are one metre length unless otherwise stated.
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Stereo speakers
The most influential link in the chain

to £1,000

Stereo speakers

Buyer's quide Hifi i
BEST BUY = •

Badge Product Price Comments 99 9»

• Acoustic Energy Radiance 1 600 Limited bass, power handling and dynamics, but exceptional mid-to-treble voicing 18.5,32,25 ; A 33 : • 325

• Acoustic Energy Neo V2 700 Lots of box, this speaker produces a coherent and engaging sound : 20.3,120,30 • A • 348

• Amphion Helium410 600 Speaker combines exceptional clarity and timing with a solid build 13.2,25.9,22 ■ A 60 • 351

• ATCSCMU 867 A very fine little speaker t-at its best with natural recordings where it adds little 21,38,25 A- 55 • 293

• Boston Acoustics A 360 720 Avery cohesive and entertaining speaker with a wonderfully musical and tonally even performance 34.5,106,27.4 • A • 349

• Bowers and Wilkins CMl 488 Luxury miniature has laid-back sound, low coloration and fine imaging. but weak dynamics : 16.5,28,28 : A- 40 279

• Cambridge Audio S30 130 At its best with energetic. rhythmic music. this bookshelf speaker has class-leading bass 16,22.6,23.5: 347

• Castle Knight 2 400 A true resurgence for the Castle brand, the Knight 2 has a beguiling sound quality 20,38,33.5 A+ 42 • 338

• EB Acoustics EB2 669 Excellent value speaker, its composite enclosure gives a very clean and neutral sound 22.5,45,30 : A 64 • 341

• Elipson Planet l 600 Well built and clever design, this is a fine-sounding speaker with many likeable qualities 40.5,42.3,42.8 A 48 350

• Epos Epic 5 750 Excellent aesthetic and lively, involving sound, this is a superb performer 28.6,98,38 : A • : 347

• Focal Chorus 726V 950 Compact and realistically priced, the Chorus 726V is a good all-round performer 22,99,37.5 • A 25 • 325

• JBL Studio Il8 700 Good value floorstanderwith neutrality, massive headroom and plenty of punch 22,99,37 • A 25 275

• KEFiQSO 599 Looks cute and very discreet, with spacious imaging, good balance and a sweet treble : 17.5,81.5,26 • • A 23 : • 315

• Mission MX5 600 An engaging listen and worth an audition, if you have the room 25,99.5,39 • A- • i 341

• Monitor Audio BXS 500 Attractive and compact design with fast and engaging sound 21.5,86.8,24.8 e A- • 345

• Monitor Audio Silver RS8 850 Bold, dynamic sound, it's an easy load that works well in larger rooms 90,18,27 e A 33 • • 276

• Monitor Audio GS1O 900 More neutral tonally than some recent MAs, the GSlO is is easy to drive 20, 36, 27 A- 40 • 284

• PMCDBli 985 Could be more neutral, but a very effective musical communicator 15.5,29,23.4 A+ 30 • • 334

• ProAc Tablette Ref Eight 704 Stunning standmountwith electrostatic-like imagery. Its brother is even better! 15,27,23 A+ 40 • 267

f Q Acoustics 2010 115 The sheer cleanliness of this speaker's sound is astonishing 15,23.4,20.3 347

• Q Acoustics 1020i 140 Outstanding value, t smooth well-balanced and lively sound makes a fine communicator 17.5,25,26.5 A+ 60 • • 318

• RegaRSl 390 Clever close-to-wall speaker has a fine coherence and good communication skills 15,32,23.6 A 23 • 319

• Roth Audio OlilO 100 An even-handed bookshelf loudspeaker with very good upper-bass energy 15.3,19.9,17.8 347

• Tannoy Revolution DC6T 820 Good-looking and compact floorstander with a beautifully judged overall balance 20.2,95,25.3 • A • : 346

• Teufel T500 568 Good value, solid build and an extended warranty 19.5,105,32.5 • A- • : 340

• Triangle Color 899 Excellent build, with strong and evenhanded sonics 18.8,96.5,27.5 • A • : 349

• Wharfedale Diamond 10.0 130 A strikingly energetic bookshelf speaker that's notably communicative with voices 14.5,23.6,16.5 347

• XTZ 99.26 670 Astonishing value for money, this is a very talented performer with well-recorded music 24.4,39.9,35.2: : 348

Above £1,000

• Adam Audio Tensor Delta 8,400 This active loudspeaker brings a powerful range of capabilities to its performance 33,56,34 A 50 • : 329

• AE Energy Radiance 2 1,000 This speaker boasts fine neutrality, sweet top, fine imaging and wide dynamic range 18.5,92,25 • A 30 • 334

• AE Energy Radiance 3 1,500 This speaker's effective enclosure ensures a wide dynamic range and a very clean sound 23,92,297 • A 27 • 320

« AE AE1 Mklll 2,000 This speaker has a lovely midband smoothness and superior image focus 18.5,31,25 A 24 j • Î 337

• Amphion Argon 3l 2,300 Solid build ensures an impressively clean sound with loads of bass and fine neutrality 19,92.5,30.5 • A 44 • 322

Aspara Hl6 4,300 Acoustic material sounds great and there are many strengths in design and performance 18.5,93,34.5 • A • - 332

• Audio Note Zero AZ^Two 1,294 A sensitive and immediate-sounding speaker and tested as part of the Zero system 25,90,30 A • 348

• Audioplan Kontrapunkt IVB 2,898 Boasts exceptional stereo imaging and mid-through-treble coherence 16,35,26 ■ « A 45 • 329

• Audiovector Ki3 Signature 1,890 Very attractive and discreet, with fine stereo imaging and low coloration 14,98,27 • A 343

• Audiovector S3 Super 2,600 Useful ability to upgrade, offers good musical communication and stereo imaging 19,103,31 • A 50 • 328

• AVIADM9 1,125 Active mini-monitors that are exceptionally accurate and dynamic sounding 20,30,26 ACT 60 • 301

• Bowers and Wilkins CMS 1,250 Exceptional looking speaker with a fine midrange and superior imaging 16.5x96x28 • A 60 • 344

• Bowers and Wilkins 802 11,500 This high-end speaker has an airy, spacious midband, with clean bass reproduction 36.8,138,56.3 • A 27 • 337

• Cabasse Bora 2,200 A real enthusiast's choice with high sensitivity, strong bass and powerful dynamics 33,27,50 A 52 • 324

• Canton Vento 820 1,200 Really emphasises the benefits of the standmount, with great freedom from boxiness 22,36,31.5 • A+ • 342

• DALi IKON 7 Mkll 1,669 With a wide dynamic range, this speaker offers high performance at a realistic price 20x117x36.4 • A • 348

• Dynaudio DM3/7 1,299 Sound has a fine overall balance and impressive bass weight 20.4,96,27.5 • A • : 345

• Focal Chorus 826W LE 1,879 Focal has turbo charged the 826 resulting in lots of energy, excitement and fine detail 28.2,103.8,37.5 ♦ A • 330

• Focal Electra 1027 Be 4,399 Outstanding mid and top with fine delicacy, low coloration, but lacks some bass grip and drive 26.5,111,35 • A- 25 • 276

• Free FSl 3,500 An elegant design with the minimum of wiring. Wireless with Sonos or Airport Express 16,87,27 • ACT 35 • 301

• Gamut Phi5 3,040 Lovely discreet floorstander has excellent sound and several very clever engineering touches 17,100,24 • 20 • 305

• Green Mountain Audio Rio 2,000 Fabulously tight timing and coherence makes for a very expressive and musical performer 20.8,40.6,34.9 • A 80 • 332

AWARDS 2011 llfiChoice 119

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk


Love this mag?
LOVE OURAPPS!

T3 the world's greatest 
gadget magazine

iPad:The
Essential Handbook

100 tricks and tips 
for iPad 2

The Essential 
ilife '11 Handbook

MacFormat 
magazine

Get them at:
www.myfavouritemagazines.eo.uk/apps

Available on the

App Store

http://www.myfavouritemagazines.eo.uk/apps


www.hifichoice.co.uk

Stereo speakers (continued)
Shapes and sizes for every budget

Stereo speakers

Buyer's auide HhFi

CommentsPriceBadge Product

• Guru QMlO 1,595 Avery clever close-to-wall standmountwith fine imaging, that sounds a lot biggerthan it looks 30,25.2,23.2 A 26 : • 317

• )amo R 907 6,600 Arguably the more 'chummy' of Jamo's dipole flagships,, powerful bass and open midrange 44,118.9,7 • A 30 317

KEF Blade 20,000 With its wide dynamics and good imaging, this is a stylish perfonner 36.3,159,54 • A 40 351

• Kudos X2 1,350 Attractive presentation alongside a lively sound makes for an involving experience 16.6,78,20.6 • 27 • • 337

Linn Akurate 242 7,300 Wide, smooth high-frequency dispersion, with excellent sound 21,100,38 • : : • : 343

MagicoV2 18,000 High pricing derives this speaker's superb painstaking engineering & impressive perfonnance 25.5,115,30 • A 32 • : 325

Magneplan Magneplanar 1.6 2,500 Great with acoustic and classical material, this dipole panel speaker has superb sound quality 48,165,5 • A 43 : • 329

• Mission 796 1,300 Clean, open and detailed, smooth, relaxed loudspeaker does exactly what it says on the box 20.6,99.8,31.8 • A 25 • ! 321

• Monopulse 42A 1,995 Oddball styling, fine bass-to-mid balance and dynamics and superb voice coherence 26,110,25 • A 25 * ' 302

• Monitor AudioGold GX280 2,300 A stylish speaker free from boxiness with wide dynamic range 17,99,30 • A 25 • : « 349

Mordaunt-Short Perf 6 LE 4,799 Striking moulded enclosure minimises coloration, overall balance is smooth, neutral and open 24,115,43 Ì» A 22 • 308

Neat Momentum 3i 1,790 Sounds biggerthan it looks, with good coherence and an impressively wide dynamic range 22,38,27 A- 23 • 302
• Opera Callas 3,195 Technically innovative multi-tweeter system, this is a grown up and articulate perfonner 23,37.5,34 : 32 • : 311

Opera Seconda 1,995 Fine styling and finish, plus very superior voicing, if a shade lacking in wannth 24,102.5,31.5 • A 20 • : 314

• Pioneer S^EX-W 5,200 This speaker offers superb midband neutrality and exceptional clarity 29.1,56.5,42.5 ' • A 37 • i 320
• PMCGBli 1,525 Fine voice reproduction, overall agility and well-judged balance 15.5,87,23.4 • A 40 347
• PMCFBli 2,100 A fioorstanderthat boasts impressive bass extension and a smooth sweettop end 20,100,30 • A 20 • 329
• PMCfact.8 5,250 Beautiful styling, alongside a superb all-round sound with a notably wide dynamic range 15.5,105,38 • A 55 • : 327

• Quadral Aurum Allan VIII 1,570 This speaker has a warmth that belies its size and a very laid-back character 222,40.5,34.6 • A 52 • : 350
• ProAc Studio 140 Mk2 1,690 Headroom and high sensitivity are an encouragement to play it loud 19,104,28 • A • 347
• Rega RS7 1,685 Lively and transparent with superior dynamic range 24.6,98.8,34.6 e A - • 347

Revolver Screen 3 2,799 Visually dramatic and very successful in delivering genuine high-quality hi-fi sound 50,140,11 A 35 • : 329
• Roksan Caspian FR-5 2,475 Sharp-looking speaker sounds exceptionally open and lively without aggression 20,100,25 • A 22 • : 290
• Sonus faber Luito Monitor 1,690 Subtly designed, elegant-sounding package, especially with good recordings 18.5,35,33.5 A- 55 • 322

Sonus faber MinimaVintage 2,490 Easy, graceful-sounding compact, a natural for acoustic material at moderate volume levels 20,33,275 A- 55 • 312

Sonus faber Cremona Audit. 3,350 Open, exciting and with surprisingly good bass, this is 'The Little Speaker That Could' 20,35,37 A 50 • : 305

Spendor SAl 1,295 Very high-quality sub-miniature with notably superior sound 165,30.5,19 . A 30 • : 334
• SpendorSP3/3R2 2,295 Lovely overall balance with fine voicing and transparency 27,54.5,32.5 : A • : 343
• Tannoy Definition DC8 2,500 Stylish-looking, this speaker is a fine communicator with clean, crisp and dynamic sound 27,47,26 55 • : 343
• Totem Sttaf 1,695 This speaker delivers good scale with a fine midband 16,85,24.2 A • : 340
• TriangleGenese Lyrr 3,300 A well-balanced speaker with generous sensitivity, fine imaging and good expressiveness 23,30.3,113.3 • A 30 • ' 338

Teufel Ultima 880 2,498 Exceptional value for money due to direct sales and easy system-matching 22,98,37 • A 42 • 335
• Vivid Audio Kl 14,495 With a subtle, fast and wide bandwidth, this speaker is oneof the finest onthe planet 28,130,45 A 35 e ; 325

Wilson Benesch Curve 5,383 Much (but not all) of the ACTS performance in a much more compact and affordable package 23,91,37 :• A 28 • 254
Wharfedale Opus 1,500 Great material value and a solid, if bright and forward sound. Has great loudness potential 26,100.5,41 • A 23 • : 314

Yamaha Soavo 2 1,200 Cunningly crafted with a beautiful balance that always sounds lively, open and involving 22,38,35 A 28 • : 296
• Zu Essence 3,750 Realism and communication skills are more than cornpensation for balance shortcomings 30.5,125,30.5 e A 25 • ; 327

E2ZS213 SIZE W»H»D (CM) Width, height and depth ofone cabinet in centimetres. FLOORSTANDER Speakers that don't require stands. EASE OF DRIVE How much power the 
amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the loudspeaker effectively.A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A^ 100 watts plus ACT Active - the speaker has its own in-built amplifier. 
BASS FROM How low the speaker goes -the smaller the number the deeper the bass. FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WAL The speakers will 
work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners).

HFCTOP PICKS

Castle Knight 2 £400
The Knight 2 continues in the great Castle tradition 
of excellent finish and solid build and climbs to the 
top of the pile with excellent sonic performance

Focal Chorus 826W LE £1,879
Focal has taken the 826 and turbocharged it, keeping 
the virtues of the stock model but with increased 
energy, excitement and detail

PMC fact.8 £4,600
A fantastic combination of elegant design, well­
thought out room-tuning features and superb sonic 
performance.^ 2010 Product of the Year nominee
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Moog Taurus 3
' ■ Did yours make the list?

1 www.musicradar.com/besthardwaresynths

ands of gear reviews < id killer video demos 
ive interviews with your favourite artists and bands 
nd tutorials tu help voi i play and sound better

music rada ream
The No.l website for musicians-------------

_ the makers of
■■■^Oiitarist GuitarMniques Guitar RHYTHM music FutureMusic

http://www.musicradar.com/besthardwaresynths
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Equipment supports
Hi-fi equipment supports come in all shapes and sizes
Badge Product Price Comments

Equipm
ent supports / Speaker stands

• Audiophile Base Std Supp't 1,200 Expensive and quite bulky, but sound is unusually detailed and resonance-free

• Blok Stax 300 180 A simple and effective design that gives some useful isolation across most of the audio band

• Custom Design Inert Matt 70 Isolation platform can improve the sound of hi-fi components, but is a bit small for most kit

Custom Design XL4

Custom Design Milan 

• Hi-Fi Racks Podium

• Isonoe Isolation feet

• Magic Racks MRl

Project Ground It

380 Simple construction pays off in smart looks. Sound contribution is minimal

509 Good-looking stand with nothing more to complain of than slight muddying of detail

500 A keenly priced piece of high-class furniture that also happens to sound great

98 A set of four isolation feet that are ideally suited to microphonic kit like turntables

600 At its best it's very effective and gives real isolation across the audio band

255 Avery simply designed isolation base, with is very effective when reducing vibration

• Quadraspire Sunoko-VentT 800 The sound is detailed and largely uncoloured, while the design is rigid and beautifully veneered

Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 988 Attractive modular system made of very lightTorlyte: a touch of added warmth is its only vice

• Townshend Seismic Sink 400 Pricey platform, that makes an obvious difference to any turntable’s performance

"% 

s

57

3
z % 4 %

3 MDF : 302

40,46 3 MDF 334

40x25 Metal 311

60,42 4 Glass 293

57 48,39 4 Glass 302

59.5 Wood 320

Al 327

59 Rubber 344

50,40 5 MDF 351

59,47 4 MDF 334

68 54,49 4 Torlyte 240

50,40 Steel 351

Speaker stands
Not all stands are made equal - try one of our top buys
Badge Product 

® Atacama Duo 6

• Custom Design FS104

• Custom Design SQ404

• Partington Ansa 60

• Quadraspire QV60

• Soundstyle Z2

Price Comments

65 Maintains high standards in mid and treble, with excellent tonality and good detail

190 Gets excellent results out of speakers small and large, and excels in fine detail and precise imaging

220 Robust four-pillar design gives very low coloration and maximises performance

119 Elegant nat-packer 'disappears' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent

250 This stand helps maximise detail and tonal resolution

70 Bass can be a little imprecise, but there's plenty of detail on offer

'% 
%

61

62

%
/ %

% % \
1713 : • • 1 346

• 1 346

18,16.3 i • i 4 283

18,15 ; • ; 4 232

1 346

17,13 : • : 1 346

EZEESJ HEIGHT (CM) Height of equipment support and speaker stand (not including spikes) in centimetres. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM Width by depth of the supporting platform(s). 
Single figures indicate a square platform (Speakers generally overhang top plates). RLUBLEThe stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead to stop ringing. WELDED As opposed 
to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF SHELVES To put your kit on (different configurations are often available). NUMBER OF LEGSThat support the stand. SHELFlYPE Material 
that shelves are made of.

HIUMJJUIU

r

Atacama Duo 6 £65
This value-priced loudspeaker stand adds a 
hint of vibrancy to the sound and there's plenty 
of life and energy in the midrange and treble

Quadraspire Sunoko Vent T £800
A clever solutiontothetwin problems ofequipment 
cooling and resonance, thanks to a unique shelf 
design, makes this a worthy 2010 award winner

Townshend Seismic Sink Platform £400
Made of steel, this platform makes any turntable 
immune to the effects offloor-borne vibration, as 
well as producing noticeable improvements to CD

E <

Now available in the UK from Trichord Research 
Interconnect and Speaker 
cables using the legendary

18G ULTRA-WIRE
Ultra high purity 99.9999%,
linear crystal, stress-free, super annealed, micro-polished, 
ultra fine stranded copper conductors. Phenomenal 
reputation with sound quality to match.

TRichoRd ResearcIh
Tel: -+44 (0)1684 311600 
sa I es@ tri cho rd research.com

Fax: +44 (0)1684 311928 
www.thchordresearch.com

In©

■ Never-Connected

DiAblo PHoNO AMplifirn

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
research.com
http://www.thchordresearch.com
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PRIMARE CD22 & 122 
CD/AMP EXCLUSIVE!
In-depth review of Primare's £1,250-per-box CD player and 
integrated amp - world's first review!
Plus Best Buy standmount speakers: six-way Blind-listening 
Group Test reveals the winter's best small speakers

I f you can r always find a copy of this 
magazine , help is at hand 1 Complete 
this form and hand in at your local 
store. they'll arrange for a copy of each

i ssue to be reserved 
for you Some stores 
may even be able to 

arrange for it to be 
delivered to your 
home. Just ask ।

Subject to availability

Please reserve/deliver my copy of 
on a regular basis. starting with issue

Title First name

Surname

Address

Postcode

Telephone number

If you don’t want to miss an issue

PLUS: the UK’s finest hi-fi journalism, round-ups of accessories and 
music, the most trustworthy hi-fi reviews on the planet, not to

mention the latest news, views and features from the UK's most reliable guide to
high-performance audio - Britain's only growing hi-fi magazine!ISSUE353ON SALE THURSDAY 1O NOVEMBER 2011
BACK ISSUES & REPRINTS
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Name ________________________ ____ ____ ______

Address__________________________________________________ _____ ____

Email address
Artrd Number
Expiry date
Signature_______________________________ ____

ISSUES REQUIRED
Month year Issue

PAYMENTMake cheques/POs payable to Future Publishing Ltd.(PLEASE TICK RELEVANT BOX)
O Cheque 
i Mastercard 
J Maestro 
O Visa
0 Postal Order

COST
United Kingdom £5.95 
Europen Union £6.95 
Outside the EU £7.95
(price per issue)

SEND YOUR ORDER TO
uk readers:Hi-Fi Choice Back Issues, 
10 Waterside Way, NorthamptonNN4 7XD

overseas readers:Hi-Fi Choice Back Issues, Cary Court, Somerton, Somerset. TAl 1 6TB UK

How to order a back issue
Back issues are available by post and from 
^ww.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk. They cost 
£5.95 (UK). £6.95 (Europe) or £7.95 (rest of the 
world). All prices include p&p. You can also order 
by phone on 0844 848 2852 or +44 1604 
251045 (overseas). We accept MasterCard and 
Visa credit cards, and Maestro debit cards.
Alternatively, send a cheque or PO made payable 
to Future Publishing Ltd. For back issues only, 
please use the form on the left.

How to order a review reprint
If you're interested in an HFCreview of an older 
component and the back issue has sold out. 
we can usually send photocopies of individual 
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Dealer Guide [ Classified ]
Outstanding 

in our Field

Located in the midst of rural Norfolk, 
Basically Sound offers a relaxing, 

out of town location for you to visit and 
experience the best performing 

audio systems available.

Audio
Home Cinema 
Multi-Room 
Installation

44 HIGH STREET

ETON

BERKSHIRE SL4 6BL 
www.studioav.dMpk 

sales@studioav.co.ukj

From turntables to the latest 
in network audio solutions, we ensure 

that you hear music as it should be heard 
- and the parking and coffee are free.

Brands 
offered include:

Aream
Bryston 

Chord Co.
Dynavector 
HiFi Racks 

Guru Pro Audio 
l soblue 

Lehmann 
Linn 
Nairn 

Okki Nokki 
PMC 
Rega 
REL 

Sennheiser 
Wilson Benesch 

Wireworld

Open Event Days 
20J1

Linn Summer Party - 2r|d & 3rd September'

Mark Levinson/ Revel/Npi

Anthem/Sim2/Paradigm/ Focal lltppia - 1,4th'

Naim Audio - 11th Noveml
Start and finish times to be coi

Calveley Court, Reymerston, Norfolk. NRg 4QD 

01362 820800 

enquiries@basicallysound.co.uk 
www.basicallysound.co.uk

BASICALLYSOUND

• 7th October k \ I <

12th November’
ise enquire by phone or email

Please register youf interest in any of 
the above events at 

events@studioav.co.uk 
or call the shop on the 

number below

01753 631000

VICKERS HI-FI
1 ' 1

Audio lab
Chord
Cyrus 
Dali 
Marantz
Michell
Monitor Audio
Mordaunt Short 
Pathos 
Pioneer 
ProAc 
ProJect 
Q-Acoustics 
Quad 
Sanos 
Sugden 
TEAC 
Wharfedale
& Many More ...

8 Concorde Park, Clifton Moor, York. Y030 4WT.

k
k
k
k
k
k
k

York HiFi Specialist for over 40 Years 
New Store with Free Customer Parking 
Qualified Staff - Independent Advice 
Quality HiFi Seperates from £100 to £10,000

Since 1967

Tel: 01904-691600

o %
UpTo 36 Months

Widest Choice in the Area - Most items from Stock 
Open 10: 30am - 5: 30pm Monday to Saturday

0% Finance 
Available*

*Subject to status

Visit our Website or Call for latest offers & promotions

www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk E-mail: VickersHiFi@Hotmail.com

http://www.studioav
mailto:sales@studioav.co.ukj
mailto:enquiries@basicallysound.co.uk
http://www.basicallysound.co.uk
mailto:events@studioav.co.uk
http://www.Vickers-HiFi.co.uk
mailto:VickersHiFi@Hotmail.com
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Analogue Seduction are dedicated towards two 
channel Hi-Fi, specialising in vinyl replay.

As well as our on-line shop we have dedicated demonstration 
retail facilities based in Peterborough, Cambridgshire and we 

can offer our customers home demonstrations.

where sound 
becomes music

rega

nagra 
devore

lavardin

leben

chord.co 
dynavector 

- quadraspire 
atacama

well tempered lab 
music works

We stock the finest in amplification, analogue, digital replay and speakers. 
We also specialise in a cable termination and cable burn in service.

Please visit our website www.analogueseduction.net to browse 
or purchase products that are not easily available elsewhere.

New vinyl records now stocked

Tel: +44 (0)1733 344768
west hampstead london
0330 111 5653 www.sonatahifi.com rob@sonatahifi.com

"... so good I swear it is 
surrounded by magic" 

- NoelKey wood - Hi Fi World

HIFI
HOME CINEMA

& TECHNOLOGIES O'JNTERIEUR

We're delighted to be exhibiting at the Salon Hi Fi Show in 
Paris, France on the 1st and 2nd October 2011

new toysarcam

dynavector

epson- for black stuff:
grado

i sob“ rega RP3
hutter 

kudos

linn products

lyra

naim audio

neat acoustics 

nottingham 

primare 

ortofon 

pmc (including fact)

rega<

sennheiser

stax signals
Please contact us for further details sumiko hi-fi for grown-ups

MUMU)
99999

www.mfaudio.co.uk: : info@mfaudio.co.uk: : +44 (0) 1424 858260

¡ pswich (01473) 655171
w w w s g n a , s u k com

http://www.analogueseduction.net
http://www.sonatahifi.com
mailto:rob@sonatahifi.com
http://www.mfaudio.co.uk
mailto:info@mfaudio.co.uk
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Is this your problem? Here’s your
answer

loud too loud way too loud 
It's a common problem. The usable range on the 
volume control is all down at the bottom end and 
fine control at low listening levels is either difficult 
or impossible The noise floor may be audible, 
too There is a simple and effective solution - the 
Rothwell In-Line Attenuators They can be 
used with pre/power or integrated amps to
the problems of excess gain and bring sonic 
benefits with even the most expensive

£39/pair - post free

"this accessory 
is heartily 

recommended’ 
Gramophone

01204 366133 www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk

Outstanding music and video 
systems from a retail shop 
established for over 40 years.

Come and enjoy your 
favourite discs and a cup of 
coffee with our relaxed team.

Every brand we sell is chosen 
for its spectacular quality, 
performance and reliability.

O'Brien Hi-Fi
60 Durham Road - London - SW20 OTW 
020 8946 1528 orshop@obrienhifi.com 
Tuesday to Saturday from 9am until 6pm 

www.obrienhifi.com

SUCOtN ^^

^l! """"il""'' "'IJ'Jit UH 01 Ay id

Aiutano

(Pathos

Rei Acoustics

■1,, si X ic Preference . Audio, Analogue

Re tnp Ele It rottihy Silver, Arrou

<B(JD Qraaf

Grado

Qiin CCani Thorens

CI. Audio Wadia

Diapason Moscode

Enn Cie Colts ’ Music 'First

lannoy

Triangle Vnison Research

Oracle Audio 
Tn

•Exposure
Synthesis

Yamamoto Audiophiieißase

www. may flower sounr 
UÌnfo@mavflowÉ

<Bu rson. Audio

Emai
Tel: 01302 711528 or 07931524266

020 7226 5500
www.grahams.co.uk

London N1 7BS

Grahams
Canonbury Yard 
190a New North Road

WWW. 
hifichoice. 

co.uk

GRAHAMS

"One of the five best hi-fi 
shops in the world" 

ARENA Magazine

sound cinergy

37 High Street, Aldridge 
01922 457926

exposure
focal linn marantz michell 
monitor audio okki nokki 
onkyo optoma ortofon 
project rel roksan trichord

Ample Parking Tue-Sat 10 - 5.30pm 
www.soundcinergy.co.uk

roducts.co.uk
mailto:orshop@obrienhifi.com
http://www.obrienhifi.com
http://www.grahams.co.uk
co.uk
http://www.soundcinergy.co.uk
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TEL: YOUR ORDER NOW 

01423 500442
www. iansbespokefu rn iture.co.uk

nnivi RANGE EST 1970

HANDMADE, HAND POLISHED, 
NO ASSEMBLY REQUIRED!

Shelves adjustable by 1" increments to 
accommodate 660 CDs, DVDs or books 

etc
Height 188cm, Width 62cm

WOODS: OAK, CHERRY 
MAHOGANY, MAPLE ETC

INC VAT

m BESPOKE HANDMADE FURNITURE

The Old Chapel, 282 Skipton Road, Tel: 01423 500442 
Harrogate, North Yorkshire, HG1 3HE Fax: 01423 705200

IAN HARRISON HIFI
SALE! UP TO 25% OFF ANALOGUE EQUIPMENT

TEL: 01283 702875

SPECIALIST SUPPLIER OF HARBETH 
EAR/YOSHINO

£POA 
£POATURNTABLES, TONEARMS, STAX HEAOPHONES £POA

CARTRIDGES AND PHONO Q ACOUSTICS £POA
AUOIO TECHNICA HEAOPHONES £POASI AGES GRADO HEADPHONES £POA

INCLUDING: AMATEK, AUDIO TECHNICA, SUGDEN £POA
BENZ MICRO, CARTRIDGE MAN, PURE SOUND £POA
CLEARAUDIO, DENON, GDLDRING, GRADO, PATHOS ACOUSTICS £POA
GRAHAM SLEE, HADCOCK, HEED, ICON, UNISON RESEARCH £POA
KOETSU, LEHMANN AUDIO, MICHELL, OPERA £POA
MOTH, ORTOFON, PRO-IEKT, REGA, SME, VAN DEN HUL £POA
SUMIKO, THORENS, TOM EVANS, BLACK RHODIUM £POA
TRANSFIGURATION, TRICHORD, WHEST APOLLO £POA
AUDIO, ZYX, ROBSON ACOUSTICS £POA

PLEASE PHONE TO CONFIRM PRICE & AVAILABILITY PRIOR TO ORDERING. ALL GOODS ARE BRAND 
NEW & BOXED WITH FULL U.K GUARANTEES. NO EX-DEM OR EX-DISPLAY GOODS. NO GREY IMPORTS. 

GOODS ARE NOT SUPPLIED ON APPROVAL. SORRY NO GENERAL CATALOGUES.
PLEASE PHONE OR WRITE FOR SPECIFIC REVIEWS. BROCHURES OR PRICES.

ESTABLISHED 1986.

MAIL ORDER ONLY FROM: IAN HARRISON, 7 MILL HILL, REPTON, DERBY, DE65 6GQ 
TEL: 01283 702875 9am-9pm INCLUDING SUNDAYS.

Front End Problems?
coiitaci:

The Cartridge Man
It doesn T have to cost an arm and leg to get the best 

- listen to my Koetsu - and - Decca - eater.
Also agents for Croft. Moth. Hadcock & Mitchell & E.A.R. Graham Slee projects.

Valve equipment re-build service available.
- Plus cartridge re-tipping service

020 8688 6565
Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

- THE AUDIO BARN FROM ROCK SOLID SOUNDS -

YIVID AUDIO Electrocompaniet Audio Physic Bladelius 
AYON Coda 
MUSIC TOOLS Boulder

AstinTrewBlack Rhodium
BU.LES * nOracleAura Stello
HI FI RACKSVitus

w
Rock Solid Sound

Systems
The Old Barn, Rosier Business Park, Coneyhurst Road Billingshurst
West Sussex. RH14 9DE. tel. 01403 782221 or 07950 274224

info@rocksolidsounds.co.uk - www.rocksolidsounds.co.uk 
- Please telephone for an appointment -

To advertise here please call 
01225 224422

iture.co.uk
http://www.thecartridgeman.com
mailto:info@rocksolidsounds.co.uk
http://www.rocksolidsounds.co.uk
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ACOUSTICA LTD15 AUDIO

WMSOUND CINERGYINFIDELITY

—

■ 0330 111 5653 
www.sonatahifi.com

■ 01225 874728
www.rightnote.co.uk

■ 01904 691600
www.vickers-hifi.co.uk

9 High Street, Hampton Wick 
Surrey, KT1 4DA.

SONATA
West Hampstead, London NW6

VICKERS HIFI
8 Concorde Park, Amy Johnson Way, 
Clifton Moor, York Y030 4WT

01260 280017
www.synergyav.co.uk

Churchward Court, 15 Western Road
Lewes BN7 1 RL

s 08448 221115
S www.15audio.co.uk

AUDIO IMAGES
128 London Road North, Lowestoft, Suffolk 
NR321HB

17 Hoole Road, Chester, Cheshire 
CH2 3NH

a 0161 491 6090
e www.audio-counsel.co.uk

BASICALLY SOUND
Calveley Court, Southburgh Rd, Reymerston

Norfolk NR9 4QD

a 01362 820800
@ www.basicallysound.co.uk

37 High Street, Aldridge, Waisali, West Midlands 
WS9 8NL

AUDIO COUNSEL
26 High Street, Cheadle, Cheshire 
SKS 1AL

THE RIGHT NOTE
56 High Street, Saltford, Bristol 
BS31 3EJ

01502 582853
www.audioimages-hifi.com

SYNERGY AV HI-FI
12a West St, Congleton, Cheshire 
CW12 3JB

ACTON GATE AUDIO
4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham, 
ClwydLL13 7PB

a 01978 364500
@ www.acton-gate-audio.co.uk

a 01922 457 926
© www.soundcinergy.co.uk

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE EM
120-122 Alfreton Road, Nottingham, 
Nottinghamshire NG7 3NR

a 0115 9786919
?= www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk

S 01244 344227
• www.acoustica.co.uk

s 020 8177 4095
© www.audioboffs.co.uk

s 020 8943 3530
=? www.infidelity.co.uk

~~ • .... A

AUDIOBOFFS
338 Shenley Road, Borehamwood 
Herts WD 1TP

Spirit

WM-West Midlands, 
NE - North East,

SÉ - South East, 
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BACK PAGEACK : AWARDS SPECIAL
2011's best accessories
Richard Black, HFC'sTechnical Consultant, looks back at the best 
accessories, gadgets and add-ons of 2011

n our monthly Mini-Test and from time to time in the rest of the magazine, we review more items under the broad heading of' accessories' than any other category That means that more of them missed out on our Awards, and some of them impressed us considerably. It's a comically varied bunch, but the following items do have one important thing in common: for a relatively small sum of money they can, in one way or another, enrich your musical life.We'll start with a couple of items that are really full-on hi-fi components, though not aimed at any audiophile's main system. Bowers & Wilkins has made many fine speakers over the decades, but few have impressed us quite as much as the £400 MM-1 (HFC342). It's a miniature model and at first looks a little expensive, but it conceals some clever electtonics: not just an amplifier but also a DAC (USB input). With beautifully clear sound on offer, it's a computer-audio delight.For the more style-conscious, the £395 Ferguson Hill FH007 (HFC 342) desktop horn speaker system is just achingly desirable and it sounds more than merely decent, too. Again active, it brings some real sonic excitement to the office or computer room.Audio sources are getting smaller all the time and many non-audiophiles use their portable as a primary source and store all in one. If you're indined that way, even the most doctrinaire anti-monopolist can hardly deny that £249 Apple's iPod Touch 
(HFC 340) does a mighty fine job. Touch-screen conttoJ, once experienced, is something few would wish to forego and juicy sound merely adds to the aesthetic and functional attractions.

And, of course, iPods are uniquely well supported in terms of docks and so on. The arrival of digitally interfaced docks has made the use of an iPod as a main source all the more appealing: one of the best is the £80 Pure I-20 (HFC342), a great way of getting pure (sorry!) digits from the iPod, converting them in the I-20 or sending them on to your favourite DAC.
Don't forget vinylLet's not leave vinyl out in the cold. The £80 Ortofon 2M Red cartridge (HFC 345) is a fine little transducer, with loads of life and energy- the perfect thing for getting the most enjoyment out of treasured vinyl or new finds from the charity shop. As a moving-magnet design it is compatible with any amp with a phono input and it makes little concession to dearer moving-coil types.Vmyl is particularly susceptible to dirt, but experienced audiophiles know better than to let that put them off. Various specialist LP-cleaners exist and we were particularly impressed with the £80 Spin-clean (HFC 350). Requiring no power supply taking up little space and quick and easy to use, it's just the thing. In the same issue, we also commended the £42 Caig Audio-Video Survival Kit, with its handy collection of potions and swabs for cleaning all kinds of electrical connections. And as anyone who's done it will confirm, cleaning corrosion from connectors reaps immediate and obvious benefits in terms of sotmd.Some of the most useful accessories simply make a mundane task less of a chore, and in that category we would put the £40 iDAPT charger (HFC341). As more and more devices (portable music players, phones, remote controls) become reliant on rechargeable batteries, the task of keeping track of the various chargers gets more tiresome. iDAPT charges practically anything and is a lot harder to lose than a nameless 'wall wart'.Valve, enthusiasts know only too well that valves can be fickle. A way of testing them is useful both for optimising perfoimance and giving peace of mind. Moth's £299 Tube Imp (HFC341)) brings precise testing of valve parameters to the home user, safely and flexibly. It also handles most of the common audio valve types.Finally, we've learned that Firestone Audio's range of miniature components is always worth a good listen and none more so than the £195 Cute Beyond headphone amp (HFC344). Capable of driving practically any headphone, this device really helps get the most from your personal sounds and is devastatingly revealing. •
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varied bunch, 
for a relatively 
small sum of 
money they can, 
1 n one way or 
another, enrich 
your musical life

A musician and recording engineer, Richard 
knows a thing or two about hi-fi - he's been 
writing about it for over two decades

Would you like to see accessories in more 
depth as part of the Awards next year?
Email us now: hifichoice@futurenet.com
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rhythms... and engagingly uplifting sound 
... offers unbeatable value formoney."
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Icon Stereo 300 MKII
“Stupendously musical performer... got my 
speakers singing their hearts out. .. beautiful 
texturing, flowing organic rhythms.
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Amplifiers which set the sonic benchmark, look 
gorgeous, are easily affordable and last a lifetime.
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„ MB8A5 J"These amps are required hearing for anyone after an extraordinary sound... they took my breath away and are amongst the best amplifiers I have ever heard."
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Icon MB90 MKII @
"...focuses the entire performance, allowing each 
instrument to better interact with each other...
organic presentation, articulate bass... Heaven!"

e £1999
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Musical Artistry
By Wharfedale

Britain s most famous loudspeakers

Jade is the new audiophile class speaker design from 

Wharfedale, the world's most famous hi fi brand. 

Jade incorporates the latest improvements in 

loudspeaker technology! and production from 

Wharfedale’s in-house design, computer-aided 

modelling and precision tooling in a marriage of 

music and art that will suit the taste of even the most 

discriminating hi-fi enthusiast.

The series include two (2) stand-mount speakers, two 

(2) floorstanders, two (2) centre channels, and one 

(1) surround speaker.

WHAT HI FI?
SOUND AND VISION

Jade 5 - Oct 2011

IAG House Sovereign Court Ermine Business Park Huntingdon 
Cambs PE29 6XU Tel: 01480 447700 Fax: 01480 431767 
www.wharfedale.co.uk
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