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ONLY AVAILABLE DIRECT

The revolutionary Brennan JB7 
will change the way you listen to 

your CD collection - forever!

Store, browse and play up to 5000 CDs* - at the touch of a button!

Built-in hard drive - 
loading each CD takes 
JUST 3 - 4 MINUTES!

One simple button 
will play your entire 

collection at random!

Album and track 
names are 

automatically added!

Combines tracks in 
ways you would 
never dream of!

No bigger than 
an average 

hardback book!

Find the music 
you want to hear 

in SECONDS!

* VOTED 'BEST BUY' BY GRAMOPHONE MAGAZINE, WHAT HI-FI & SUNDAY TIMES *

How many CD's do you own and never play? Think of the money they cost, the space they take up.

Well, now thanks to one man's brilliant invention, you'll find yourself listening and falling in love with 
your music collection all over again.
No more clutter, no more hassle, just every album you've collected over the years, every favourite 
track - instantly available at the touch of a button. All from something no bigger than a hardback 
book. The Brennan JB? will even pick your music for you and play it back in a combination that will 
surprise, entertain, amuse and even move you in a way you would never have imagined!

"At last I can get rid of the racks 
of CDs in my living room" 

"Quite honestly it's the best thing 
I've bought in years!"

Massive CD 
database on the 
Brennan JB7's 
hard drive 
contains the titles 
of 2.4 million 
albums including 
their track names.

e PUT AN END TO YOUR CD CLUTTER
e GAIN VALUABLE SHELF SPACE
• ALL OF YOUR MUSIC AT THE TOUCH OF A BUTTON 
e PERFECT FOR ENTERTAINING OR RELAXING TO
• CONTROL FROM YOUR ARMCHAIR
• COMPILE PLAYLISTS QUICKLY AND EASILY
• TAKE ADVANTAGE OF CHEAP CD PRICES

The face behind the Brennan JB7

•See copyright 
message on the Brennan website

Additional features: O Seven rainbow colour coded playlists
O Segue function blends one track into the next OOne touch record 
from vinyl, cassette or radio O Use it with existing hi-Ii or on its own 
O Plays MP3 downloads - future proof O Credit card size remote control

Buy it, load it, play it and if you still don't love it - 

WE'LL GIVE YOU YOUR MONEY BACK!
If the Brennan JB7 isn't right for you - gives us a call and we will 
arrange to come and collect it and give you a full refund - we can 
even arrange collection from a place of work.

Martin Brennan has worked with 
Sir Clive Sinclair and Sir Alan Sugar 
and has designed over 20 silicon 
chips in his career. Ever since CDs 
were invented Martin longed for a 

CD player that would hold his entire 
disorganised CD collection.

He wanted something as simple to 
use as a light switch but at the same 
time something that would let him 

find a particular track without 
leaving his armchair.

In 2006 the record companies said unequivocally that 
they are happy for you to load your own CDs onto a hard 
disk but the Advertising Standards Authority have asked 
us to tell you that it is unlawful to copy material without

There really is nothing quite like the revolutionary Brennan JB7 for the price. 
Re-connect with your music TODAY!

ONLY AVAILABLE DIRECT. to order visit www.brennan.co.uk

the permission of the copyright holder.

brennan

http://www.brennan.co.uk


INTRODUCTION

Hi-Fi Choice
PASSION FOR SOUND

YOUR EXPERTS
PAUL MESSENGER
EXPERTISE: SPEAKERS

PAUL is the UK's foremost expert on 
loudspeakers. Having worked as a speaker 
designer and reviewer for over 30 years 
Paul is internationally recognised for his 
ability to assess loudspeaker performance, 
and report on developments in the field.

JIMMY HUGHES
EXPERTISE: SYSTEM OPTIMISATION

JIMMY has been involved in hi-fi for over 
40 years. His knowledge of tweaking and 
optimising systems is unrivalled in the hi-fi 
industry and he brings enormous expertise 
to the pages of Hi-A Choice. If anyone can 
help you improve your set-up, it's him.

RICHARD BLACK
EXPERTISE: TECHNOLOGY

RICHARD writes exclusively for HFC and 
brings his experience as a successful 
musician and recording engineer to the 
title. As Technical Consultant, he's our 
authority on tech testing, ensuring that 
our verdicts are beyond compare.

ED SELLEY
EXPERTISE: TROUBLESHOOTING

ED has spent the best part of a decade 
selling, developing and supporting 
products from some of the biggest names 
in audio. As HFCs troubleshooter, he is on 
hand to help you answer your questions 
and help you create that perfect system.

NIGEL WILLIAMSON 
EXPERTISE: MUSIC

NIGEL has been writing for The Times for 
more than 2 5 years and has written for 
various titles including Uncut, Billboard and 
Songlines. A Mercury Music Prize judge for 
five years, Nigel has written books on Bob 
Dylan, Neil Young and the Blues.

JASON KENNEDY
EXPERTISE: TURNTABLES

JASON edited Hi-A Choice through the 
Brit-pop era and relinquished the helm 
after 17 years on the title. A hi-fi addict 
since his twenties, Jason fell for the beauty 
of vinyl and has never looked back. He's 
here to help you get the best from your LPs.

MALCOLM STEWARD 
EXPERTISE: EMERGING TECH

MALCOLM is a legend in hi-fi magazine 
circles. A former editor of Hi-A Review, he 
was one of the best known and most 
outspoken reviewers of the 1980s and 
1990s. He now writes exclusively for Hi-Fi 
Choice and he loves being 'back'.

We come. ..
www.hifichoice.co.uk Issue No. 353 December 2011

...to the latest edition of Hi-Fi 

Choice. Things are back to 

normal this issue following our 

Awards edition and we've packed 

in an exciting and diverse range 

of products for you that are all

within reach for the discerning enthusiast.

Our exclusives this month include Primare's 

beautiful 122 integrated and matching CD22, a 

combination that just oozes style, substance 

and class and all for just £1,250 per box.

Taking performance and functionality up a 

gear is Meridian's incredible Media Core 200 

and entry-level DSP3200 actives, a system that 

Jason Kennedy describes as "slick with excellent 

detail resolution", get the full story on p80.

But it's our cover stars that really make the 

issue this month. We've gathered together six of 

the most interesting new standmounts on the 

market for our Blind-Listening panel to decipher, 

with a surprise winner. Head over to p40 to 

discover more.

Dan George Editor
dan.george@futurenet.com

MY HOBBY STORE LTD HADLOW HOUSE, 9 HIGH STREET, 
GREEN STREET GREEN, ORPINGTON, KENT BR6 6BG

OUR PROMISE TO YOU
HI-FI CHOICE is passionate about high fidelity. We’re 
dedicated to the very highest standards of sound 
reproduction. Our commitment is to bring you the most 
reliable, in-depth hi-fi equipment tests anywhere and 
we’re backed by the UK’s biggest AV publisher. Our 
expert writers will help you get the most from your hi-fi 
and guide you towards the best-performing products for 
your budget. Our passion is your passion.

Never miss an issue - turn to p32 for our latest subs offer
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web site:
www.jordanacoustics.co.uk

large product range ► free parking ► 0% flexible finance*

SCAN ME WITH YOUR 
SMARTPHONE

Handmade by master craftsman in 
Italy, Bassocontinuo shun fashion 
and conventional rules to bring a truly 
superior range of supports for those 
who want the very best from their 
components and system.

Going back to the drawing board 
and starting with a clean sheet, 
Bassocontinuo painstakingly looked at 
every aspect of support design.

From searching for the finest materials 
with the best acoustic properties to 
using master craftsmen in the marine 
industry, to the shape and aesthetics, no 
matter how long it took, Bassocontinuo 
simply left nothing to chance because 
everything had to be right.

With a wide choice of different models, 
configurations, colours, finishes, and 
bespoke versions, Bassocontinuo cater 
for the most demanding customer.

Call Jordan Acoustics to experience 
Bassocontinuo for yourself.

Complete Bassocontinuo Range available from Jordan Acoustics. Call to find out more.

addaeo ntlnuo-

http://www.jordanacoustics.co.uk


bournemouth showroom
telephone:
01202 911 886
e-mail: bournemouth@jordanacoustics.co.uk

address : Unit 2 - The Old Cart Building. Parley Court 

Barns, Parley Green Lane, Hurn, Bournemouth. BH23 6BB 

Open: Tuesday - Saturday. Closed Monday.

glenrothes showroom
telephone:
01592 744 779
e-mail: glenrothes@jordanacoustics.co.uk 

address. 20-22 Cadham Centre, Glenrothes 

Fife. f(Yl 6RU

Open: Manday - Friday. Closed Saturday.

Don't forget 
to follow
jordanAcoustics

part exchange* ► large selection of used items ► home demonstrations*

With the Geometry Series, 
only the artist who composed 
the music and the musicians 
that interpreted it will be 
present at the event ...

The all new Geometry Series from Wilson Benesch pays homage to 
the importance of geometry in all good design. With the Geometry 
Series Wilson Benesch applies these principles. with passion, to 
Acoustic Engineering.

The Geometry Series aspires to be the evolutionary development 
of the time tested Odyssey Series that is now in its tenth year. This 
collection provides the summation of many years of considered 
thought and re-evaluation, encouraged in part, by new technologies 
and new manufacturing capabilities.

NEW Vertex

The Vertex is a 2-way highly optimised 
advanced materials technology stand 
mounted loudspeaker. Unlike many 
stand mounted designs, the Vertex and 
its stand, work in harmony to attain 
structural integrity, vital to the control of 
key components. Mounted with high tensile 
bolts, the speaker and stand become one.

NEW Vector
ff W1'1st?H !l.eMSClt

The Vector is a 2.5 way, highly 
optimised, advanced materials 
technology, floorstanding loudspeaker. 
Thanks to the cleverly engineered 
A.C.T monocoque / poly alloy shell 
structure, complex bracing is no longer 
accepted as a design compromise. The 
shell design delivers huge amounts of 
air volume, despite its small external 
surface area, which is another key factor 
in the success of this superior design.

mailto:bournemouth@jordanacoustics.co.uk
mailto:glenrothes@jordanacoustics.co.uk
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NEWS & OPINION 
8 Audiofile
The latest news in audio

23__Opinion
The UK's brightest audio journalists

28__ Letters
Your opinions in print

89 . Music Reviews
Essential new listening reviewed

130 _ The back page
Malcolm shows how to get digital right

READER SERVICES 
96__ Help & Advice
Your questions, our answers 

1O4_ Reader Classifieds 
The UK's best place to buy and sell-for FREE! 

1244 Next issue
What's in store in the next issue

BUYER'S GUIDE

107 Britain's most 
useful hi-fi buying 
information
CD Players/Turntables/Phono cartridges/ 
Radio tuners/Headphones/Integrated & 
pre/power amps/C^bles/Speakers/DACs/ 
Streamers/ Equipment supports 
UPDATED MONTHLY

Audiofile: PMC's slimline stars Manchester Show 2011: essential highlights The Insider: Burmester factor revealed
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Dealer systems: the Definitive sound

CONTENTS
DECEMBER 2011

"We've seldom heard detail so well 
ri balanced in an affordable system ."

Never miss an issue - turn to p32 for our latest subs offer
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20/20 
vision
PMC celebrates 20 years in the business with 
a complete new range of speakers and an 
incredible warranty commitment
PRICE: £1,375-£3,100
AVAllABLE: NOW
CONTACT: 0870 4441044
WEB: PMC-SPEAKERS.COM

Audiofile
AU the latest news and views from the hi-fi industry

PMC is twenty years old this year 
and to celebrate, the Luton­
based company has launched a 
new range of loudspeakers. The twenty 

series includes both thinking and 
design cues from the fact models, but 
makes them available at a more 
affordable price.
twenty comprises four speakers: 

two standmoums (twenty.21 and 
twenty.22) and two floorstanders 
(twenty.23 and twenty.24). The 21 
and 23 models use a 5.5-inch driver, 
while the 22 and 24 use a larger

The twenty range includes both thinking 
and design cues from the fact models
6.5- inch model and a correspondingly 
larger cabinet. These drivers are 
specific to the twenty series and 
feature a natural fibre-cone, lightweight 
doping. All models use a 27mm 
soft- dome tweeter developed in 
conjunction with SEAS. This 
incorporates a dispersion grille that 
PMC says, 'produces a near-holographic 
soundstage'. In keeping with other 
designs, the twenty range also features 
an advanced transmission line to assist 
with bass re-enforcement.

I he crossovers are bespoke and 
fear tire military-grade glass-fibre 
boards, upon which ultra-thick copper 
tardar are applied together with hand- 
selected components. PMC claims that 
further tuning is achieved by carefol 
placement of components on the 'noti rd 
and the orientation of the board itself 
to eliminate electromagnetic imefference 
and interaction.

The cabinets are constructed from 
twin-veneered, 18mm-thick Medite 
HOE The transmission loading 
places the greatest stresses at the 

top of the cabinet and PMC has 
countered this with heavy bracing 
to this panel to significantly reduce 
colouration. Four real-wood finishes 
are offered.

Finally; the twenty series' (and 
all other passive PMC designs) are 
available with an incredible 20-year 
warranty and thanks to exhaustive 
record-keeping, PMC can supply 
matched parts for any speaker it 
makes for the complete length of time 
that the warranty covers.

8 ^Choice DECEMBER 2011 ^ww.hifichoice.co.uk
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BASSLINE
PMC IS A KEEN advocate of 
transmission line loading for 
its loudspeakers and the 
twenty series benefits from 
the same technique. The bass 
driver is placed at the end of a 
long tunnel, heavily damped 
with acoustic material. This 
absorbs upper bass and 
midrange frequencies, while 
keeping lower bass intact and 
in phase. These frequencies 
emerge from a large vent,
which essentially operates as 
a second driver. This results 
in deep and potent bass from 
a small cabinet.

www.hifichoice.co.uk DECEMBER 2011 lifi Choice 9
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T+A
Completely new and uncompromisingly audiophile

E-Series balanced

The MUSIC PLAYER balanced is simply THE audiophile music source. 
As well as featuring the latest generation of 192 I 24 kHz Streaming Client 
(LAN, WLAN, USB media storage devices, iPod including control system), 
a superb 32-bit double-mono DAC, an audiophile CD player, high-quality 
FM tuner and fve digital SP/DIF inputs (coax at 192 kHz), it's fully balan­
ced design offers the very best in audiophile performance right through to 
the XLR outputs.

The POWER PLANT balanced is the ideal integrated amplifier partner 
for any audiophile source. It's fully balanced design and T+A developed 
switching output stages deliver a lively and compelling sound capable of a 
massive 500 Watts. When partnered with the Ml Sl( PLAYER balanced, 

users will enjoy class-leading performance no matter how their music 
content is stored.

Hand built in Gemiany, the E-Series balanced from T+A is available in the UK now.

For more information or to arrange a demonstration, please contact:

^
acoustic brands ltd 

Acoustic Brands Limited (ABL) Ltd. 
Tel - 07917 431 280

Email - sales@acousticbrandslimited.com 
Web - www.acousticbrandslimited.com

--------+--------- T + A I Planckstrane 9-11 I D-11051 Herford I Tel.(+49) 1111/76760 T+Ay I e-mail: info@ta-hifi.com Internet: www.ta-hifi.com

mailto:sales@acousticbrandslimited.com
http://www.acousticbrandslimited.com
mailto:info@ta-hifi.com
http://www.ta-hifi.com


Audio

Studio sound
JBL's Studio Monitor range 'offers studio sound at home'

J
BL has launched a complete new 
range of loudspeakers. The six-strong 
Studio Monitor series borrows heavily 
from the historic JBL Monitors, but includes 

new technologies. JBL says, that all models 
are designed to give 'studio quality in a 
transportable size.'

All are three-way designs and use bass 
drivers, including the substantial 15-inch 
unit in the range-topping 4365, to a

rather more discrete 5.25-inch unit in the 
smallest 4312. The large speakers make 
use of horn loading for the tweeter and 
midrange drivers to increase sensitivity and 
improve soundstage.

Although the Studio Monitor series has 
strong professional leanings, most are 
available in a walnut finish with blue front 
panels. The exception being the 4312EB, 
which is finished in black.

Make the Grado
GRADO has added the PS500 to its 
range. The new model borrows heavily 
from the flagship PSlOOO and Grado 
says that it offers almost all of the 
performance of the latter at roughly 
one third of the price.

The PS500 makes use of the same high- 
quality hybrid earpiece as the PSlOOO. 
This consists of a hand-crafted mahogany 
section and a 'spark-finished' outer housing 
of very hard metal alloy. The combination 
is said to ensure no ringing or resonance 
from the enclosure. The drivers use rare- 
earth metals and the connecting cable is 
Grado's own formula with fifteen wires 
enclosed in a proprietary shell. The result 
of all this effort is, says Grado, 'a 
distortion-free and strikingly Lifelike 
musical performance.
PRICE: £700
AVAILABLE: NOW
CONTRACT: 01279 501111 
WEB: GRADOLABS.COM

PRICE: £399-£13,799 AVAILABLE: NOW CONTACT: 01707 278100 WEB: UK.JBL.COM

Wireless wonder
Canton's your World makes wireless simple

C anton has launched its 
your World range of 
wireless components,

designed to make streaming from 
an iPod or PC as simple as possible.

The range comprises a USB 
adaptor and iPod dock, both of 
which can act as a source. This 
information can then be sent 
wireless for distances of up to 
twenty metres from the bass 
station, to a choice of different 
wirelessly equipped speakers.

PRICE: £370 AVAILABLE: NOW CONTACT: 020 8200 8282 WEB: CANTON.DE

Best PAL
TIVOLI has updated its PAL portable 
radio. The new PAL+ (Portable Audio 
Laboratory) is equipped for DAB and 
DAB+, but retains FM playback and adds 
DMB support, should this become a part 
of the European spectrum.
Tivoli claims to have put considerable 

effort into making the PAL + as portable 
as possible and, to this end, the unit 
features a high- density NiMH battery 
with 10 hours life from a thrrehour charge. 
The unit can also be powered from the 
mains. A single, full-range 6.5cm driver 
provides the audio and the PAL+ is 
available in a variety of colours.
PRICE: £249
AVAILABLE: NOW
WEB: TIVOLIAUDIO.COM
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C^^US
Explore your music

»US (
<£5 MENU

Lintone Audio 7-11 Park Lane, Tyne & Wear • Tel. 0191 4774167

Fanthorpes 6 Hepworth Arcade, Hull • Tel. 01482 223096

Moorgate Acoustics Ltd 184 Fitzwilliam Street, Sheffield • Tel. 0114 2756048

The Cyrus streaming platform prcMdes thi perfect solution 
for all music lovers. This new range of streaming music players 
provide you with immediate access to all ofyour favourite 
tunes and albums, plus you can listen to Iiterally thousands 
of different internet radio stations from across the" world; 
all in true hi-fi quality.

Purchase a Cyrus streaming music player during August and 
September to receive a free NAS drive and network switch. 
These thoughtfully chosen products will release thff foil 

potential of the n-remote control so you will have a host of 
options in which to browse your musiC" all at the 

touch of a button. Music this convenient has 
never sounded so good.

Buy a Cyrus Stream XP, Stream X or Streamline during August and September 
2011 and you will receive a free NAS drive and network switch. This package 
provides everything you need to play high quality music. Visit a retailer today!

Frank Harvey Hi Fi 163 Span Street, Coventry • Tel. 02476 525200

Nottingham Hi Fi Centre 116-122 Alfreton Road, Nottingham • Tel. 0115 9786919

Audiovation 4 Cross Church Street, Huddersfield • Tel. 01484 424000

Vickers Hi Fi Ltd 8 Concorde Park, York • Tel. 01904 691600

Bartletts Hi Fi 175-177 Holloway Road, London • Tel. 0207 6072148

Sevenoaks (Holborn) 144 Grays Inn Road, London • Tel. 0207 8377540

Sevenoaks (Sevenoaks) 109-113 London Road, Kent • Tel. 01732 459555

Sevenoaks (Tunbridge Wells) 28/30 St Johns Road, Kent • Tel. 01892 531543

Sevenoaks (Witham) 1 The Grove Centre, Essex • Tel. 01376 501733

Southport Hi-Fi 8-10 Princes Street, Merseyside • Tel. 01704 536901

Did You Know

The stylish and intuitive 
n-remote is packed full of 
features including backlit keys, 
full colour screen and a motion 
sensing backlight to name 
but a few.

Designed manufactured and supported in England by Cyrus. 
Cyrus sales 01480 435577 www.cyrusaudio.com

http://www.cyrusaudio.com
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All new Q
QAcoustics claims that its new range is the best ever

Q
 Acoustics has launched the all­

new 2000i series of speakers. 
The company is clearly confident, 
describing them as 'the best affordable 

speakers ever produced.'
The range includes two standmount 

models with a floorstanding flagship, plus

a centre speaker and subwoofer are also 
available. All models use a 25mm tweeter 
with multi-layer cone material and 'super 
decoupling' from the cabinet. The mid-bass 
drivers are carbon fibre and ceramic-coated 
paper. The range is available in graphite, 
walnut and high-gloss finishes.

Universally yours 
PRIMARE'S new 8032 universal 81u- 
ray player (£3,250) is 30-capable 
and handles 8lu-ray, DVD, DVD-A, 
SACD and CD. The 8032 is also 
capable of streaming audio and video 
over a network, via both an ethernet 
connection and supplied US8 
dongle. The outputs include a 
balanced XLR connection, for optimal 
two-channel performance, as well as 
HDMI 1.4 and multichannel pre out 
for AV duties.

Internally, high-quality Crystal 
DACs are used for decoding duties, 
mated to Primare-tuned output 
stages. The SACD replay is handled 
by a dedicated separate decoding 
circuit to ensure optimal performance. 
The power supply is entirely linear 
and includes an R-Core transformer 
with separate windings for analogue 
and digital. Colour finishes include 
black and titanium.

PRICE: £3,250 AVAILABLE: NOW 
CONTACT: 01423 358846 
WEB: PRIMARE.NETPRICE: £105-£550 AVAILABLE: NOW CONTACT: 01279 719953 WEB: QACOUSTICS.CO.UK

Send and receive
NAD launches wireless DAC

USB DACNAD

PRICE: £295 AVAILABLE: NOW CONTACT: 01279 501111 WEB: NADELECTRONICS.COM

wirelessly to the Receiver. This uses a 
Burr-Brown DAC with high-quality op 
amps to decode the signal, although 
NAD also provides a coaxial digital 
output to allow for decoding via another 
DAC if preferred.

NAD says that a particular advantage 
of this system is that services such as 
Spotify are easy to access.

NAD's new DAC1 is a wireless, 
two-box transmitter and receiver 
that works independently of 

an existing wireless network and can 
operate at ranges of up to 40 metres. 
The bandwidth allows for lossless 
transmission up to 16-bit/ 48kHz files. 
The DAC transmitter operates as a PC 

soundcard and sends a digital signal

i^ww.hifichoice.co.uk DECEMBER 2011 MChOlce 13
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Audio
NEWS IN BRIEF
A selection of news-breaking 
stories on everything hi-fi Stream

Project's new £700 high-resolution media streamer is revealed

•MERI^DIAN will only produce 40 of its 
£60,000 40th Anniversary system. The 
eectrotranics are signed by company 
founders Bob Stuart and Allen 
Boothroyd and are finished in ruby red. 
meridian-audio.corn

ro-Ject has released the latest addition 
to its Box range of components. The 
Stream Box DS is a full-function DNLA 

and UPnP streaming client, supporting bitrates 
up to 24-bit/192 kHz, with gapless playback 
across all formats.

While larger than the most diminutive of the 
Box components, it is still a half-width design. 
This increase in size allows it to feature a 3.5- 
inch colour TFT screen on the front panel for

displaying album and track info. The Stream 
Box is also able to access Internet radio services, 
via built-in V-Tuner software.

The Streambox makes use of the new 'DS 
design', which features a 3-mm-thick front plate, 
rectangular edges and no visible screws. This 
is also intended to help reduce the effects of 
external vibration on the unit.

Like the other members of the Box range, the 
Stream Box is available in both black and silver.

PRICE: £700 AVAILABLE: NOW CONTACT: 01235 511 166 WEB: PROJECT-AUDIO.COM

•TANGENT has launched the Hord iPod 
dock. This features design input from 
Scandinavian Guru Jacob Jensen and is 
designed to be as satisfying visuallly 
as it is aurally.
tangent-audio.corn

USB-Anschluss 1
U5B-Anschluss 2

Einstellungen

•BLAŒ RHODIUM ERIys that its ACT 
speaker cable has many of the traits of 
its flagship cable at a significantly lESer 
price of £550 for a thrremetre pair.
blackrhodlum.co.uk DESERT ISLAND DISCS

^MdDenyer, PR for Clearaudio, Leema Acoustics and Icon Audio selects his four faves

•BEDPHONES are headphones 
designed specifically for wearing in 
bed and feature flat ear-pieces and a 
dedicated iPod app.
lheadphones.co.uk

•CORRECTOR in HK352 the number 
for IsoTek should be 01276 501392.

MCDONALD & GILES 
MCDONALD & GILES 
Although still very 
Crimsonesque 
McDonald & Giles 
leans towards a 
psychedelic whimsy and 
results in an absolutely 
beautiful jazz I psyche I 
prog masterpiece.

I

JETHRO TULL
THIS WAS
This Was is quite 
unlike any of the 
other Jethro Tull 
albums. For one, it 
is the only album to 
feature the band's 
founder, guitarist 
Mick Abrahams.

VAN MORRISON 
MOONDANCE: 1970 
Van Morrison's 
second album 
Moondance reveals 
a very fast-maturing 
composer. Exquisitely 
composed, arranged 
and performed with 
soulful vocals.

X

it «

THE IMAGINED 
VILLAGE
THE IMAGINED VILLAGE 
Take a some gifted 
composers, musicians 
and producers and some 
refreshingly modem 
takes of traditional folk 
tales, for a slice of21 st 
century England.
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Manchester
2011
The long-running Manchester Entertainment 
Show still has much to offer to the hi-fi 
aficionado, as Ed Selley discovered

aving gone through 
a name change or 
two in recent years, 
the ethos of the

Manchester Show remains broadly 
unchanged. As a show organised 
by a dealer group, there is a strong 
emphasis on sales. If you like what 
you see in any gi ven room, you can 
head to a sales office and secure 
your own sample.

To this end, the equipment on 
show is targeted firmly at the 
more attainable end of the market. 
Compared to the National Audio 
Show we visited last month, 
there were many rooms showing 
systems with a price of less than

£10,000 and some that were a 
considerable amount less than 
that. This approach seemed to be 
working, with all the sales offices 
looking busy.

The central Manchester 
location meant the show was 
as well attended as ever, but 
the Renaissance hotel seems 
both sufficiently experienced 
and sufficiently spacious to 
accommodate the show and 
keep things organised.

Generally, Manchester does not 
see that much in the way of new 
product, but we were pleasantly 
surprised to find some interesting 
new arrivals this year.»

O KEF BLADE AND 
R SERIES
KEFtook a large ground floor 
room and alternated between 
demonstrating our 2011 High 
End Award winner (HFC352), the 
Blade, and the new R Series. While 
the technology-demonstrator that 
was developed for the Blade has 
put in an appearance at a number 
of shows, this was the first time 
that the production Blade had 
been shown in the UK.

The R-Series, designed to fit 
between the XQ and Reference 
units, was also making its first UK 
appearance. At the back of the 
room, KEF had brought along a 
display of historic models, charting 
the path to the current designs. 
ketco.uk

O NLATIOTA
Neat Acoustics was showing its 
brand new IOTA loudspeaker. 
This new entry-level model is 
designed to work in extremely tight 
locations, where even ordinary

"The equipment on 
show is targeted at 
the more attainable 
end of the market." 

bookshelf designs might be 
too large. The mid/bass driver 
is a smaller version of the unit 
successfully employed in the
Motive series, but the tweeter is 
a ribbon device which represents 
something of a departure for the 
company. This is placed alongside 
the mid-bass driver in an internally 
damped cabinet.

The IOTA will initially be available 
in white and black, but red, yellow 
and blue finishes were also on 
display to gauge opinion. 
neat.co.uk

O ELIPSON
Making its debut at Manchester, 
Elipson was demonstrating its 
impressive MC1 Music Center 
(HFC352) with the striking-looking 
Planet L loudspeaker. Elipson is 
now selling this setup as a complete 
system for f1,800. The tall pole stand 
that usually mounts the Planet can 
also be used to support the MC1, 
which makes for an aesthetically 
pleasing arrangement.

The MC1's impressive feature 
count and the use of the Bang & 
Olufsen ICE power modules 
makes for an extremely 
competitive unit and one that 
is a performance winner. 
elipson.com
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O AUDIOLAB M-DAC layer composite used instead

for an intriguing 'PowerDAC 
type unit.

The final item is an as yet

O TEAC DISTINCTION 
SERIES
TEAC unveiled a complete new

Audiolab had examples of the 
new M-DAC playing and on static 
display in its room. The M-DAC 
takes much of the functionality 
of the 8200CDQ (itself a preamp- 
equipped version of our Award 
winning 8200CD) and places it in 
a smaller casework with the CD 
mechanism removed.

The volume control and 
headphone sockets are retained, 
however, so the result is a digital 
preamp with both digital and 
analogue line inputs.

Given the performance of the 
CD players, the DAC is likely 
to be an equally capable unit 
and the feature set looks very 
interesting indeed. 
audio/ab.co.uk

O WHARFEDALE JADE
Also on demonstration in the 
same room were the Wharfedale 
Jade series. This new range of 
standmounts, floorstanders and 
accompanying home cinema 
speakers is constructed from a 
material that Wharfedale describe 
as 'Crystalam', which is a multi- 

of more conventional MDF.
The main drive units are 

made from a material known as 
'Accufiber', which combines 
glass and carbon fibre in a 
woven matrix. This impressive 
technology is placed in an 
aesthetically pleasing cabinet 
available in real wood veneers, 
as well as the more severe 'black' 
on display at the show. 
wharfedale.co.uk

O CANTON CHROMIUM
Canton had its new Chrono ranges 
on display. The Chrono CL series is 
a five-strong range finished in 
a real-wood veneer and making 
use of the trademark aluminium 
and manganese drivers.

The Chrono SL series is similar 
in design and appearance, but 
includes additional floorstanding 
and bookshelf models and is 
finished in a series of high-quality 
gloss lacquers instead of wood.

The basic Chrono range again 
looks similar, but uses less 
advanced drive units.
canton.de 

range of components. The 
Distinction series is designed to 
slot between the less expensive 
TEAC models and the flagship 
Esoteric components. Appearance 
wise there is more than a little 
Esoteric in the design and 
appearance of the range.

Comprising three SACD-capable 
CD players (two feature digital 
inputs) and three integrated 
amplifiers, the A-3000 is an 
impressively sized 200^watt 
powerhouse that looks extremely 
impressive for the £2,000 asking 
price. The range is completed with 
an AM/FM tuner.
teac.co.uk

O TEAC MINI 
COMPONENTS
TEAC also showed off its new 
range of Reference 01 half-width 
components. The UD-H01 32-bit 
DAC (reviewed in the next issue 
of HQ was joined by mock-ups of 
the DS-H01 iPod transport;
and A-H01 amplifier DAC, 
which combines a 24-bit DAC 
with an ICE Power module 

unnumbered network streamer 
that offers both digital and analogue 
outputs and 24-bit/192kHz 
streaming ability. The iPod 
transport and amp/DAC should 
be available before the end of the 
year, with the streamer following in 
early2012.
teac.co.uk

O QUADRAL
Quadral brought a large amount 
of display equipment with them 
and alternated demonstrations 
amongst different speakers and 
electronics. Two new arrivals 
at different ends of the price 
spectrum were the Chromium Style 
20 and the Aurum Wotan VIII.

The Chromium 20 is the smallest 
member of the Chromium range 
and is designed to offer a compact 
two-way standmount, equally 
happy in stereo or multichannel 
systems. The Wotan VIII is the 
smallest Aurum floorstander and 
like the Altan VIII (HFC350) can 
be ordered in wide huge range of 
lacquered finishes or wood veneer. 
quadral.com ►
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Expression. 
Emotion.
Experience.
The combination of the 02 satellite 
speaker and Santorin 25 subwoofer 
are a genuine audiophile and aesthetic 
alternative to traditional loudspeakers; 
with the advantages of beautiful design, 
high quality full range reproduction and 
point source drive unit technology. 
The co-axial130 mm mid/bass and 
25 mm tweeter provide the benefits of 
Cabasses Spatially Coherent System, 
as found in the flagship La Sphere 
speakers, in a more compact enclosure 
- faithful timbre reproduction, no artificial 
colouration and a soundstage with 
unrivalled realism and depth.
The partnering Santorin 25. 250 watt 
subwoofer, with its 34 Hz low frequency 
extension, is available in gloss white or 
black to match the 02. which can be 
specified in black pearl with light oak or 
wenge stands or white pearl with wenge. 
Complemented by shelf mounting and 
in-ceiling and in-wall variants, the iO2 
is a truly compact audio and video 
loudspeaker system with perfect design 
integration and absolute high fidelity.
w^w.cabasse.com

Hear them now at: Holburn Hi-Fi, Aberdeen 
Senso, Truro 
Soundcraft, Ashford

www.holbumhifi.co.uk 
w^. senso-systems.co. uk 
^ww. soundcrafth if i. corn

CcUux»e

w.cabasse.com
http://www.holbumhifi.co.uk
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ePMCTWENTY
The twenty loudspeaker series was 
making its UK debut at the show 
and the room was correspondingly 
busy as a result. The complete 
range took turns on demonstration 
in partnership with Bryston 
electronics. The twenty series 
sits beneath the highly regarded 
fact range and brings some of the 
design features and aesthetics to a 
lower price point.

In keeping with the rest of the 
PMC line up, all the models make 
use of a transmission line for 
improved bass response and feature 
an impressive twenty-year warranty. 
pmc-speakers.com

G NAIM SUPERUNm
The SuperUniti appeared at a 
UK show for the first time with 
Nairn and as the source and 
amplification for the Neat IOTAs. 
The one-box system combines 
the network streaming features 

of the NDX and ND5 with an 
internal amplifier that borrows 
heavily from the SuperNAIT. 
The unit also features digital 
inputs, iPod capability and 
Naim's comprehensive internet 
radio services. Nairn was 
sufficiently confident to partner its 
demonstration unit with its more 
expensive Ovator floorstanders in 
the demonstration room.

In the second Nairn room a more 
conventional separates system was 
fronted by the ND5 XS. 
naimaudio.com

G BOWERS AND WILKINS 
AND CLASSE
Bowers & Wilkins paired up our 
2011 Product of the Year (HFC 

352), the CP-800 preamp, with 
matching CD player and power 
amplifier to provide power and 
source to demonstrate the new 
PM-1 standmount. The presence 
of the CP-800 allowed for easy 

switching between CD and stored 
media via the extremely impressive 
USB input. Great attention had 
been paid to isolation and the CD 
and power amp were both resting 
on large acrylic 'cradles' that 
separated them completely from 
the surfaces they were placed on. 
bowers-wi/kins.com

O REGA APOLLO CD
Rega took the opportunity to 
show off its new Apollo CD for 
the first time. The half-width unit 
is designed to partner the Brio 
R integrated amplifier and like 
the amp, features some unusual 
design touches. These include a 
'tweaked' discrete output amplifier 
and a power supply arrangement 
that makes use of the considerable 
experience garnered with the 
flagship Isis CD player.

The lid of the Apollo also borrows 
heavily from the Isis, with a 
large clamshell that takes up a 
considerable part of the top plate. 
rega.co.uk

C DAU FAZON
DALi had originally intended 
to make the Fazon available in 
black and white finishes only, but 

the response to the fire engine 
red samples that appeared in 
the promo photography was 
sufficiently positive that it has 
been added as an option.

The Fazon combines an elegant 
curved aluminium body with 2.5- 
inch mid-bass drivers and a 1.1- 
inch 'oversized' tweeter developed 
from the Mentor series. The foot 
at the bottom of the speaker 
allows for virtually invisible cable 
management, with the cable 
travelling up though the centre of 
the foot and remaining invisible 
from the outside of the speaker. 
dali.dk

0 PROAC
ProAc chose to bring a single pair 
of loudspeakers with them, which 
in this case was the response 
D40/R. The 'R', in this case, refers 
to the use of a ribbon tweeter, 
setting it apart from the standard 
D40. This tweeter is partnered with 
a pair of 6.5-inch mid-bass drivers 
with an ultra fine carbon- weave 
cone and die-cast chassis.

At £6,125, the D40 is the least 
expensive ProAc model to be so 
equipped, although ordering them 
in some of the more exotic finishes
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will increase the price further. 
proac-/oudspeakers.com

Oaudio note

Having essentially done the 
National Audio and Manchester 
show back to back, Audio Note 
had brought along a less 
expensive set-up. This comprised 
the CD1.1 and 2.1, one-box 
CD players on alternating 
demonstration and a pair of 
ANJ loudspeakers.

More unusual was the use of 
a Soro for amplification duties.
Relatively powerful by Audio 
Note standards, the Soro uses a 
quartet of 6L6 valves in push­
pull configuration. All units were 
finished in brushed silver, which is 
being made available across most 
of the range.
audionote.co.uk

G WILSON BENESCH AND 
AUDION ET
Wilson Benesch brought along 
a system that corn prised its ARC 
standmount withTorus infrasonic 
generator, Full Circle turntable 
with A.C.T tonearm and electronics 
from German company Audionet 
(who they distribute).

Wilson Benesch's use of carbon 
fibre is extensive and represents 
the basis of entire design 
philosophy, rather than a 'me too' 

exercise. The Audionet range is 
equally distinctive and features 
amps, DACs and CD players. 
wilson-benesch.com

Orel

One of the few high-end set 
ups was being demonstrated 
by REL Acoustics. As well as a 
multichannel room demonstrating 
the usual kidney wobbling action, 
it had an Audio Research and 
Sonus faber system, underpinned 
by a Gibraltar subwoofer to 
demonstrate the hi-fi qualities of 
its products.

The Gibraltar G2 features a 450^ 
watt internal amplifier mated to a 
10-inch carbon-fibre weave driver, 
with an impressive 1.5inches of 
pistonic travel for an in-room result 
of 18Hz at -6dB.
re/. net

© FOCAL
Focal was demonstrating its Diablo 
Utopia. The smallest member of 
the Utopia range, the Diablo is a 
two-way standmount, which pairs 
a 6.5-inch 'power flower' mid- bass 
driver with the trademark inverted 
dome beryllium tweeter.

In keeping with the rest of the 
Utopia series, the Diablo finishes a 
significant 'slash' at the rear of the 
cabinet, that places the tweeter in 
an essentially separate enclosure.

In keeping with the name, the 
display pair was finished in a 
red lacquer, but black and white 
finishes are also available. 
focal-fr.corn

e MISTRAL
Tucked away in the open plan 
area of the show were products 
belonging to newly arrived 
company Mistral. As well as a 
full-size EL34-based integrated 
amp, Mistral also produces an 
intriguing compact hybrid valve 
amplifier called the DT^307A. 
This features a 25-watt output, two 
line inputs, and 30-pin 
iPod connector.

At the show this was partnered 
with the pretty DT307S loudspeaker, 
which features a four-inch Kevlar 

woofer and soft dome tweeter in 
a resin cabinet for an appealing 
desktop audio system.
mistralaudio.com

The Home Entertainment show 
remains an important and welf 
attended event with a strong 
commercial focus. To this end, 
manufacturers that had brought 
along relatively sensibly priced 
equipment were clearly seeing 
considerable customer interest in 
their wares and generally getting 
more than reasonable sound out 
of their offerings as well.

The number of rooms featuring 
media streamers grows ever 
larger and we suspect they will 
soon outnumber CD players - 
a watershed moment.^
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Premium Range

I ntensity
1 n every

sense

Locate your nearest dealer
City Dealers Telephone Website
Beckenham Musical Images 0208 663 3777 www.musical-images.co.uk
Bournemouth Jordan Acoustics 01202 911886 www.jordanacoustics.co.uk
Carlisle Peter Tyson 01228 546756 www.petertyson.co.uk
Glenrothes Jordan Acoustics 01592 744779 www.jordanacoustics.co.uk
Gloucester HiFi Gear 01452 382222 www.hifigear.co.uk
Hastings Adams & Jarrett 01424 432398 www.adamsandjarrett.com
New Malden Unilet 0208 942 9567 www.unilet.net
Southampton Sevenoaks Sound & Vision 0238 033 7770 www.sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk
York Vickers Hi-Fi 01904 691600 www.vickers-hifi.co.uk

^ww.marantz.co.uk
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"we defy anyone not to notice the
improvement in performance WHAT HIFI? 

SOUND AND VISION

when you switch from a free cable to
a PowerKordTM„

★ ★★★★
Awards 2004 

Best Mains Lead Under £ 100

• What Hi-Fi? Sound & Vision magazine

Unique woven cable geometry by

Ea KIM3ER KABLE

The Classic PowerKord™ 
with WATTGATE™ 320i /EC

High quality IEC connector by

For 25 years our customers have 
been fitting our PowerKords'" to 
their Hi-Fi components. With 
"musicality built in" we believe that 
they offer the best way to get even

better sound from your system.

"I've just attached a Classic 
PowerKord™ to my Marantz 
CD6000 and rather than bore you 
with superlatives about the 
improvements, I would simply like 
to say that I won't be upgrading to 
a newer CD player for some time. 
Well done nice product." 
Mr C Donnelly, London

^ X^^' 

CLASSIC 
POWERKORD™

WATTGATEEa Order code 1540 1m cable £117
including FREE UK mainland delivery

Order now on 0845 345 1550
or go to www.russandrews.com/classic

tw 
fí^ KIM3ER KABLE
Exclusive UK distributor

Mail Order Direct • 60 Day Cable Home Trial • Cable Upgrade Scheme • Free Delivery (orders over £100 within UK Mainland)

http://www.russandrews.com/classic


OPINIONTECHNOLOGY
Switching opinion
Richard Black takes a closer look at switch-mode 
power supplies

A
linear supply used in practically all 
AC mains-powered appliances 
made up to the mid-1990s, uses a 
transformer to step down the mains

to something a bit closer to what's required by 
the equipment, followed by a rectifier to tum 
AC into DC and a capacitor to smooth the 
resulting waveform so that it more or less 
approximates a truly steady voltage. It's a 
perfectly viable way of doing things, the biggest 
practical drawback being that a mains ttansfotmer 
to handle more than a couple of watts is 
inevitably a big, heavy and expensive component.

A switching power supply goes about things 
differently. There is generally a rectifier as the 
first stage in the supply, converting the mains 
directly to DC. Following this, a 'chopper' 
circuit switches on and off rapidly, allowing 
current to flow intermittently. This effectively 
turns the DC back into AC, but with the 
important difference that it is at a much higher 
frequency than the mains itself. This means 
that it can be stepped down to the required 
voltage with a much smaller transformer, 
because the amount of iron and copper 
required in a transformer is inversely 
proportional to frequency.

The circuirry following this smaller 
transformer includes another rectifier and 
capacitor circuit and the capacitor value can 
be much smaller than in a linear supply, again 
because of the higher operating frequency, 
In addition, a feedback control circuit can be 
used to vary the way the high-voltage DC is 
chopped into the transformer, which allows a 
regulated supply to be constructed with very 
low loss. 'Regulated' means that the voltage 
stays constant whatever the load current and 
in a linear circuit this invariably involves 
throwing away rather a lot of power as heat. 
In a sophisticated switch-mode supply, much 
less power is wasted.

There are limits to how far all this can be 
taken, of course. On the face of it, it would 

seem attractive to push operating frequencies 
up as far as possible so that transformers and 
capacitors could be tiny, but the transistors used 
to do the switching have limits to how fast they 
can operate and losses in the core of a 
transformer tend to increase with frequency,, 
too. As a result, the frequency at which a switch­
mode supply operates is usually in the region of 
lOkHz to SOOkHz, depending partly on how 
much power it is handling. That's still enough 
to give a significant saving in size and cost 
compared to a linear supply in most applications.

But there's a down side, too. All that high- 
frequency switching is apt to generate electrical 
noise which can get conducted and radiated in 
all directions and could, if not dealt with, play 
havoc with the finely balanced operation of 
sensitive audio equipment. Indeed, never mind 
electrical noise, some switch-mode supplies 
have been known to whistle audibly at their 
operating frequency - if it's in the audio band, 
transformers will tend to resonate at a 
frequency we can hear very acutely.

Tough regulations
The good news is that modem switch-mode 
supplies are generally very carefully designed to 
minimise HF noise. To a large extent, we've 
regulations to thank for this: since the 1980s, 
increasingly tough rules have been brought in 
by national and international bodies that 
restrict the amount of noise equipment can 
generate. Many manufacturers have ended 
up going way over the top in terms of meeting 
target figures, after they noticed that 
performance often benefits in other ways when 
interference is attended to properly,

As a result, there is really no reason to avoid 
equipment just because it contains a switching 
supply, Linear supplies are by no means entirely 
noise-free, so it's not as if there's a noise-free 
reference available. In general, these days, 
switch-mode power supplies are pretty close 
to blameless.

RICHARD BLACK
A musician and recording engineer, Richard 
knows a thing or two about hi-fi - he's been 
writing about it for over two decades

WHAT 00 YOU THINK?
Are you put off equipment with switch-mode 
supplies? Tell us why.
Email us now: hifichoice@futurenet.com

There is really no 
reason to avoid 
equipment just 
because it 
contains a 
switching supply. 
I n general, 
these days 
switch-mode 
power supplies 
are pretty close 
to blameless
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TEAC
New Reference 0 I

Reference A-HO I
Stereo Pre-main Amp 
with 24bit DIA Converter

Reference UO-HO I
32bit DIA Converter with 
USB Audio Interface

Reference OS-HO I
iPod, iPhone, iPad docking station

TENOR
Tenor 8802
Pure HO USB Audio
OAC module FUTURE PROOF
USB class2 
high-speed input■

ice[ High powered
SOW per channelMa^for

§ iPod !:li iPhone P iPad

Future-Proof 
entertainment fromTEAC
The leaders in digital music

This is the new Reference 01 Series from TEAC. k,___ _____'

A mix’n’match system of real hi-fidelity quality in small, beautifully designed units.

With options from the 24 bit power DAC using the latest Ice Power technology 
to the incredible High End specification of the 32 bit D/A converter, the 
Reference 01 series represents one of the most advanced ranges ever produced. 
Play music from any iPod, iPhone and iPad in true hi-fi sound on the Reference 
DS-HOI DockingStation.

And the range will be increased early 2012 with the new wireless audio adapter 
and digital CD player.

This is not just a new product range.
This is the future of music and entertainment.

Be a part of it and experience a new dimension. visit www.teac.co.uk/O I

http://www.teac.co.uk/O


OPINION
THE CUTTING EDGE

Best buy?
Are you really free to make your own purchasing decisions?
Dan George asks how much logic plays a part

'm a firm believer in magazine 
testing. Having been involved in 
Hi-Fi Choice’s rigorous testing 
standards for the last 11 years, I 

have absolute faith in the process and have the 
utmost respect for anyone in publishing who 
feels duty-bound to bring unbiased, accurate 
and reliable reviews to the buying public.

That makes me a believer in magazines in 
general. And just like you, I devour every word 
of those magazines I regularly subscribe to but, 
perhaps, maybe I place too much trust in their 
verdicts. You see I'm guilty of buying blind. It's 
not the case with hi-fi, of course, but on several 
occasions now I've spent four figures on

' •

products without trying, 
testing and sometimes even 
seeing them in the flesh.

Appalled? Or are you also just 
as guilty?

In the last five years I've 
been saddened to

,.^di. see hi-fi stores disappear from
the high street. Audio retailers 
are not alone, there's a 
fundamental change going on in 
our high streets, and this is 
having a direct effect on 
consumers' (and audiophiles') 
ability to get hands-on time with 
product and make meaningful 
comparisons with short-listed 
potential purchases. This high 
street contraction is fuelling the 
buying blind transaction. Our 
mailbag increasingly points to a 
dependence on magazine 
review verdicts, especially for 
readers in more rural parts of 

the country.

Close, but no 
guitar
There’s also the 

new breed of 
direct-sellers who are 
gaining momentum 

with offers of 
risk-free
purchases, where 
goods can be 
returned often 
for free on a 
no-quibble 
basis. I've 

witnessed this 
with hi-fi products,

as well as with my other hobbies and the 
proposition is tempting, especially as products 
tend to review so highly, in terms of value as the 
middleman is removed.

The magazine's line is, and always has been, 
buy with your own ears. We're here to serve 
you, dear reader, with our expertise pointing 
you towards the better pockets of the market. 
Without wanting to sound like a broken record 
(remember those?) you need to ensure that a 
product sounds 'right' for your needs. So what 
about buying blind and how are our purchasing 
thought processes really shaped?

Well, we all like to think of ourselves as 
rational people, but the truth is we're emotional 
buyers. We tend to buy things that make a 
connection with us on an emotional level and 
then try to justify it with logic. Some even seek 
validation for their emotional purchases though 
magazine, website or forum opinion and choose 
to discount any negative points in the pursuit of 
confirmation that the right choice was made.

Marketeers, of course, know we buy with our 
hearts and pump huge resources into tapping 
into our conscious and subconscious minds. So 
that's where review-based magazines like Hi-Fi 

Choice come in and offer a bit of the 'head' stuff: 
the science-based and subjective opinion. But it 
only stretches so far...

I had an interesting exchange with another 
magazine editor recently; I was looking to 
buy a guitar and just before parting with the 
money, I decided to seek some validation from an 
authority on the subject. He questioned my 
choice as if I'd suffered a head injury, for there 
were 'better' products for the money. I didn't 
care: I wanted Brand X and some assurances that 
it wasn't a total dog. I was buying emotionally.

But here's the kicker: he also was looking for 
validation from me on a hi-fi purchase and 
explained how he'd lusted after Brand Y since his 
teens. "Is it any good?" he asked. It happened to 
be a reasonable choice, but there were better 
alternatives; 'head' choices, if you will. But just 
like me, he didn't care. He wanted it and just like 
me he sought some reassurance. I found it an 
entertaining exchange, especially as we're both 
paid-up advocates of the magazine review 
process and the results it delivers.

So when you turn the pages of this magazine, 
don't obsess too much about four- versus 
five-star verdicts. Use our conclusions as a guide 
and then make up your own mind, it's a much 
better way of achieving long-term satisfaction.

As for the guitar? I'm sticking with the same 
brand but I'm shifting up a price range. 
Magazines tend to have that effect, you know.

Magazines like 
Hi-Fi Choice 
offer a bit of the 
'head' stuff: the 
science-based 
and subjective 
opinion. But it 
only stretches 
so far...

Dan edits the good ship Hi-Fi Choice and 
has a decade of experience in finding the 
best product and reviewers to make it happen

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Are you brand-loyal? Do you still lust after 
your earliest system? Let us know.
Email us now: hifichoice@futurenet.com
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OPINION
AUDIO ICONS

Cambridge Audio P40
The unwritten rule used to be that all amps had to look squat and boxy, 
says}immyHughes, then along came the P40

N
o one had ever seen anything like it. 
An amplifier so slim, so sleek, it 
looked like it came from another 
planet. The year was 1969 and the

original Cambridge Audio P40 was totally different:
elegant, futuristic-looking and super-cool.

But, how was it possible to make something
that slim? Simple: the P40 was the very first 
amplifier to employ a toroidal mains transformer. 
The use of this transformer was little short of
revolutionary and it enabled the P40's designers 
to give the amplifier its low, sleek shape.

It oozed class and style, making rivals look 
frumpy and old-fashioned. The toroidal 
transformer also ensured zero mains hum on the 
phono input - a fault that blighted virtually 
every integrated amplifier at that time.

More than just a pretty face
Among its special features was a unique input 
stage that was virtually impossible to overload. 
But, as a side-effect of this innovation, the tape 
output feed varied with the setting of the volume 
control; it wasn't 'fixed' as usual. An a result, the 
tape monitor had to have it's own independent 
volume control - on the back panel!

The P40 was free-standing only - another first. 
It could not be built into a cabinet or console. 
Back then, virtually all hi-fi components (amps, 
tuners, turntables, tape decks) could be 
flush-mounted; indeed, some could be bought 
without a case (to save money) where cabinet­
mounting was envisaged.

Available in silver, the P40 had gorgeous 
brushed-aluminium front and back panels, with 
solid-teak end cheeks. It cost around £64. A 
more powerful P80 version was also available for 
£92, and this came in black with rosewood end 
cheeks. Later, power output was upped slightly 
to 50 watts and 100 watts and so the PSO/ 
PlOO was born.

Most unusually for the time, each P-series 
amplifier came with a little test sheet to show

that the amplifier exceeded its printed 
specifications - in many cases by a fairly 
handsome margin. The original P40/P80 and 
early PSO/PlOO had a capacitor-coupled output 
stages. But, by the early '70s the PSO/PlOO was 
direct coupled. Game on!

This gave the amps an even firmer leaner 
sound, with tighter more powerful bass. Alas, 
it also enabled the amp to destroy your 
loudspeakers should the output stage 'go DC'! 
I owned two PSOs, the second being a direct- 
coupled Mk II with a 'well above spec' power 
output of 38 watts per channel. Alas, the smile 
was wiped from my face when the amp went 
'DC' a few months later - frying the bass drivers 
in a pair of Spendor BC-ls in the process!

Unfortunately, while the various Cambridge 
Audio P series amplifiers offered cutting-edge 
electronics in terms of technical performance, 
reliability was not all it might've been. An with 
many British-made amps of the early '70s, it was 
not a question of 'if but 'when' it would fail.

I recall visiting an audio fair around 1974, 
and seeing a prototype Cambridge Audio 
amplifier with a multi-pin connector on the base. 
Apparently it was intended for use with a piece 
of test equipment that would tell the engineer 
what had failed in the event of the amp going 
wrong. Somehow, it didn't inspire confidence.

Which was a pity, because the Cambridge 
Audio amplifiers certainly sounded good. 
London dealer Audio T was an early champion 
of Cambridge Audio amps, taking every opportunity 
to proselytise its virtues over 'sacred cows' like 
Quad's 33/303. The P40 and PSO were budget 
esoterica - a decade before the term was coined.

There's no doubt that the Cambridge Audio 
P40 was a hugely influential design that 
spawned many imitators. It offered excellent 
sound quality and superb value, plus an 
aesthetically beautiful design that even Bang and 
Olufsen might not have been ashamed of. It 
pointed the way forward to a brave new world. •

I owned two 
P50s, the 

second being a 

direct-coupled 

Mk II with a power 
output of 38 
watts. Alas, the 

smile was wiped 

off my face when 

the amp went 

'DC' -frying the 

bass drivers 

in a pair of 

Spendor BC-1s!

Cambridge Audio's legendary P4O included a 'revolutionary' transformer

JIMMY HUGHES
A hi-fi enthusiast for four decades, Jimmy's 
knowledge of system-matching and record­
collecting are unmatched in the industry

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
What is your memory of the P40? Perhaps 
you bought one or plumped for a rival?
Email us now: hifichoice@futurenet.com
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or write to: Hi-Fi Choice Letters, My HobbyStore Ltd, 
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Over here
Living in New York makes for 
easy access to about half of the 
brands regularly reviewed in 
Hi-Fi Choice. The other half being 
unavailable highlights the still 
much-regionalised nature of the 
hi-Fi consumer market. However, 
after reading your reviews I do 
have a couple of questions.

I was wondering why, for 
example, Ayre (the darlings of 
Stereophile and The Absolute 
Sound magazines) have not yet 
appeared in your comparison 
tests, at least within the past year 
that I've been reading your mag? 
Could it be that Ayre components 
are not available in the UK?

In the US or, at least, in New 
York, they are mid-priced hi-Fi 
components, very much like 
Leema or Nairn are in the UK. 
They're similarly priced, yet held 
in even higher esteem in terms 
of sound. A combination of AA 7e 
and ex 7e (each about $3,000, 
driving B&W 805 Diamonds) 
sounds so compelling that it 
makes me wonder how they 
would compare with the best 
available in Europe (and Japan), 
like the newly minted 2011 EISA 
stereo system winner by Primare, 
for example. So, I'd be interested 
to know your views on Ayre7

Similarly, with regard to 
speakers, I am sure any American 
or Canadian music enthusiast 
would love to see a comparison 
test of the Canadian-made Totem 
Element line, especially the 
Element Fire (about $6,000 in the 
US) standmount and the cheaper 
of two floorstanders, the Element 
Earth ($7,000), with Europe's 
best, such as the Monitor Gold/ 
Platinum series, ELACS, Spendor 
7s, or others within the £3,000 
to £5,000 range.

It would great if you could 
include in the comparison, the 
Wilson Benesch Trinity, of which 
I've heard only good things, and 
which are, at least in terms of 
price, direct competitors to the 
Totem Elements.

Finally, a Mcintosh MA6600 
integrated amp retails in the 
US for $6,000 - it costs less 
than the US price for the £2,500 
Nairn SUPERNAIT-which is a bit

weird, as B&W 805 Diamonds 
(around £3,200 in the UK) are 
$5,500 in the US. So, an obvious 
conclusion is that Nairn (another 
offending UK brand is Meridian) 
are trying to 'rip off' Americans, 
or, in milder terms are verypoor 
value propositions.

I guess that this sort of 
predatory mercantile exchange is 
mutual, as the above-mentioned 
Mac MA6600 retails in the UK 
for £6,000. It is easily visible 
who's speculating, by comparing 
those prices with the prices for 
Japanese integrated amps like 
the Luxman L505 ($3,000), the 
Accuphase 250 ($3,500) and the 
Anniversary Denon ($2,000), etc.

I could believe that a Mac that 
weighs twice as much as the not­
so-light Luxman can cost $6,000. 
But Nairn, Meridian, Leema -you 
name it - are surely overpriced. 
Maybe this explains why certain 
British companies do not make 
many inroads into the US.
YOry Tepermon, USA, via emoil

HFC It is always good ta hear 
from our readers abroad. You 
raise some interesting points 
in your letter that we will do 
our best to answer.

The Ayre range has a relatively 
low profile in the UK, while the 
models you mention have been 
in production fora reasonable 
length of time. This means that 
we would probably wait until 
new models appeared before 
reviewing them.

We have been seeing 
mare products from Ayre's

UK distributor recently and 
would hope ta review more of 
its equipment in the future. 
We know the brand is highly 
regarded in the US and we 
suspect that it is a strong rival for 
electronics in the price ranges 
that you mention.

We hope thatyau will enjay 
the review of the Totem Arra 
(see p66). Totem are making 
significant inroads into the UK 
market and we hape to feature 
many of its products in coming 
issues. We find the design ethos 
of Tatem to be more in common 
with European brands and, if you 
check out next month’s Blind 
listening Group Test, you will 
see the Totem Rain maker take 
on five European rivals.

The variation in pricing 
between Europe and North 
America is a minefield. Many 
British brands show a significant 
increase in cost outside of the 
UK, but equally many American 
products are noticeably mare 
expensive when they arrive in 
the UK and Europe.

The mast common cause 
of increases is down to a 
manufacturer costing its product 
on a from the factory’ basis in 
the country they are based and 
having to include the costs of a 
distributor when selling abroad. 
Whether this fully explains the 
variations is, of course, another 
matter entirely!

Lossy lossless?
I've been a dedicated reader of 
Hi-Fi Choice for many years and I
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WHAT HI FI?
SOUND AND VISION

agree with a lot of your opinions 
and reviews, compared to that 
of some other hi-fi magazines, 
but this is the first time I have 
felt the need to write in, as 
I'm quite frustrated as to why, 
when storage is so cheap and 
broadband speeds are ever 
increasing, are we still ripping 
CDs using compression, as well 
as buying compressed music.

I've done many tests of the 
different ripping software that's 
available, comparing all formats: 
WAV; AIFF; FLAC; WMA; AAC; 
MP3; streamed from a NAS to 
my Squeezebox. WAV always 
sounds superior to all other 
formats, including FLAC, no 
matter which software is used. 
I have finally settled for EAC 
(Exact Audio Copy), as the music 
ripped has much more detail 
and better soundstage.

I also feel that music download 
services such as HDtracks, iTunes 
and the alike need to offerWAV, 
while in the near future there 
needs to be just one standard 
for high-resolution music 
downloads, e.g. 24-bit/96kHz 
or similar.
Leigh Evans, via email

ffFCAs it stands, we'd be 

happy for a website to be 

offering more lossless audio in 

any format, but we agree that 

history shows that a consistently 

applied standard offers the best 

bet for any format to prosper in 

the market. 24-bit/96kHz is a 

standard that almost all network 

audio players can handle, but 

the fact that companies such 

as Linn Records and HDTracks 

are already pushing for 24-bit/ 

192kHz, then the old standard 

might be superceded by events.

Perceived differences between 

lossless 'packed' formats, like 

FI.AC, AAC lossless and pure 
WAV, is something that is very 

hard to pin down. FI.AC has 
always been designed around 

the principle that the original 

WAVit was created from can 

be recovered from the file in 

question. This would suggest 

the same sonic qualities as the

The Sonos range is another valid streaming 
option but uses proprietary software.
original file, but if your own 

experiences are different then 

it is best to go with what works 

best

While we agree that storage is 

cheaper than it has ever been, 

the difference between 1,000 

albums stored in FI.AC and 
1,000 albums stored in WAV 

is approaching two terabytes, 

which - especially when backup 

is taken into account-is a very 

considerable difference. This is 

also noticeable, thanks to the 

variable speed of the UK internet.

Missing the obvious?
I've finished reading your 
ultimate Blind-Listening Group 

Test piece on streamers (HFC 
351). The elephant in the room 
was ignored! I speak ofSanos, of 
course. That would have made 
the test a really definitive piece 
of work but, unfortunately, you 
ignored it and the question 
remains unanswered. I refer only 
to the comparable Sanos players, 
not the integrated speaker/amps. 
Stephen Curtis, via email

HFC We considered featuring 

a Sanos player in the group, 

but fora number of reasons 

we finally decided against it. 

The first, is that the Sanos is 

proprietary in operation 

using its own server software. 

This would not have been 

insurmountable, but would have 

required the software to be run 

in parallel with the software for 

the other five units.

There is also the more debatable 

perception of the Sanos being 

part of a wider system - more 

so than any of the other units 

featured in the test. We do think 

that there is some validity to the 

concept though and may visit the 

idea in the future.

Ja wobble
In HFC349 you reviewed the 
Audiolab 8200A integrated 
amplifier, about which I have a 
couple of questions.

I have read on German hi-fi 
internet forums that the volume 
control knob is loose or wobbly. 
I'd already noticed that the 
volume control was loose on 
the 8200Q preamplifier at the 
High End Show in Munich and 
wondered if it's the same on 
the 8200A?

Also, does the amp sound a bit 
harsh in the treble, particularly in 
regard to female voices?
Serge Voigt, via email

HFCRichard Black replies: "/ 
don't recall the volume control 

being loose or wobbly and 

I haven't got any note of it. 
Depends what someone means 

by wobbly, of course, - if it's 

simply that it is on a short plastic 

shaft and it doesn't feel like 

the knob on some high-end 

equipment with metal shafts 

and precision guides, then fair 

enough - the price of the kit 

shows through in one or two 

places. But really loose, no - 

maybe they had a batch with

The Audiolab 8200A sounds great and shows no signs of wobbliness ►
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slack quality control. I suspect more likely the former, though."Sonically, Richard (or any other members of the team who have heard the 8200A) don't feel that there is any undue harshness to the treble although the speakers you choose to match the amp with will make a difference. We think the Audiolab is a fantastically even-handed performer and this is why it was our sub-£1, OOO Award winner
Back to basics
I read different hi-fi magazines on a 
regular basis, including HFC and notice 
that you all write a lot about streaming 
audio. No complaints - it is fantastic. 
11 then seems odd that I never get to 
read about how you transfer your own 
CD/SACD/DVD audio music into a 
PC, Mac etc.

Can any CD/DVD drive costing £10 
make a complete flawless, lossless 
transfer? Can I use any software for it? 
What about user interfaces, options, 
pros and cons and is there a difference 
in sound quality etc?

And how do you get your analogue 
music into a PC? I know this is a no-no 
for vinyl lovers, but what if you have 
some audio cassettes? If streamers 
sound so different, then it's hard to 
imagine thatthere is any difference 
between ADCs. Are there any articles or 
recommendations I can checkout?

LETTER OF THE MONTH
Get in Touch

Nils Kjzrby Jensen, via emailHFCAs a dedicated hi-fi publication, there will be limits to the amount of coverage we can give to the more computerised end of streaming, but we hope that you found Malcolm Steward's two-part introduction to streaming audio in HFC 347 and 348 useful (and if you missed them, you can secure digital copies of both issues at Zinio.com).Accurate ripping can be achieved via any CD mechanism if you use software such as dBPoweramp, which will make multiple passes on the same disc to ensure complete accuracy. For ripping vinyl to digital, we still regard the very talented Furutech GT40 (HFC 342), which has much to recommend it and we may certainly look at analogue-to-digital convertors in the future.
The Furutech GT40 is a useful vinyl ripper

I HAVE USED a SlimServer for five years, but two days 
ago I took advantage of a loyalty discount from Logitech 
for a new Squeezebox Touch. I now have 300GB of music 
in a variety of formats on my iMac, streaming wirelessly 
to the (Russ Andrews-powered) Touch. This is connected 
by an optical cable to my Cambridge 840C, which has 
balanced connections to the 840A.
Russ Andrews power supply and speaker cables 

are used throughout and Usher S520 speakers are 
mounted on sand-filled stands quite close to the wall. 
I also have a Linn Basik for vinyl and use iPeng for iPad 
to control the Touch. It sounds fantastic! While I don't 
have your experience with the many systems you 
have heard (apart from the occasional shop visits and 
hi-fi shows), I think it sounds far better than its modest 
cost might indicate. In my '30s semi, this system looks 
and sounds great..
David Simlster, via email

WIN A RUSS ANDREWS POWERMAX MAINS LEAD WORTH £45!
Letter of the Month winners receive a Russ Andrews PowerMax mains ; •
lead worth £45. Contact: hrffthoice@futurenet.com
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ADVERTISEMENT

The Music Chain
Much is written about music and the 
musicians who entertain us, and we rightly 
exalt great musicians. But there is an 
interlinked chain of participants, two of 
which are I believe are crucial to our music 
scene in today's world. For centuries the 
music chain was a very short one - 
composers or songwriters, musicians and 
listeners, and the judgement on quality 
was immediate. Recording technologies 
have changed all this exponentially.
Today, we listen to most of our music from 
a recording and this gives recording 
engineers the opportunity to avoid poor 
acoustics, duff notes and off days. This, of 
course, means the chain has grown to 
include the recording engineers, the music 
distribution system (retailers or 
downloads), hi-fi manufacturers, hi-fi 
sellers and the hi-fi purchasers, the latter 
being the listeners. I should start by saying 
that hi-fi has become an adulterated term 
that no longer has its original meaning 
because it's applied to much equipment 
that certainly should not be termed high­
fidelity.

I t's said that a chain is only as strong as its 
weakest link. However, I believe there are 
two particularly strong links that, if 
removed from the chain, would seriously 
damage the quality of recorded music. 
These are the audiophile, or hi-Ii 
connoisseur, and the specialist hi-fi retailer, 
the latter in nearly all cases also being the 
former because it's their interest that has 
driven them into their particular business. 
These are the people who most appreciate 
how exciting and involving music can be 
and how it can deliver an emotional 
experience.

Hi-Fi Connoisseurs
So why is the hi-fi connoisseur so 
important to the music industry7 By their 
nature, audiophiles are generally avid 
music lovers who enhance their enjoyment 
through listening to music at its very best 
quality level, which means playing great 
recordings through hi-end hi-fi to achieve 
the most outstanding results. Without the 
audiophile, the main driver for quality 
would probably be removed from the 
chain. Let's be honest, over recent years 
the majority of music listeners now settle

for MP3 convenience and, therefore, 
mediocre sound quality. If the pendulum 
ever swings so far that all but a few listen 
to highly compressed formats such as MP3, 
music producers will not waste their 
resources on producing high quality 
recordings because it would be 
commercially unnecessary, even if their 
recording engineers wanted to achieve the 
best they could. After all, an MP3 or AAC 
file, the iTunes default format, downloaded 
at 128 kbps (the most popular download 
speed), is about one-eleventh the size of 
a full resolution CD track, 1411 kbps, so 
the quality is inevitably far inferior.
I nformation is irretrievably lost and the full 
dynamic range is lacking. Using an iPod 
while jogging does not really raise a 
quality issue but playing low-resolution 
tracks through an iPod docking station that 
feeds into a decent hi-fi system, is a 
disaster area. It's rubbish quality made 
louder. Fortunately, there is still significant 
demand from audiophiles committed to 
sound quality to sustain the production of 
high quality recordings, but it would be a 
tragedy if there weren't. For example, 
most classical recordings downloaded as

w 

I 
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an MP3 or AAC file are a complete waste of 
time because there is so much information 
missing that they are reduced to just the 
essence of a tune.

Specialist Hi-Fi Retailers 
just as essential a link in the chain as 
the hi-fi connoisseur is the specialist hi-fi 
retailer and the two are rightly dependent 
on each other. Without the specialist 
retailer the hi-end hi-fi manufacturer would 
have to rely on the internet and hi-fi 
magazine reviewers to try and assess the 
relative merits and performance of their 
products against that of their competitors - 
a notoriously unreliable decision making 
process. Specialist hi-fi retailers are 
constantly being offered new products tor 
assessment and potential stocking and, as 
it is also their hobby as well as their 
livelihood, they are greatly interested in 
achieving the best performance and 
seeking out the most outstanding products 
and combinations. More than that though is 
their relationship with audiophiles for, if 
they are to stay in business, they must 
satisfy the most discerning customers in 
the industry. The reality is that audiophiles 
and specialist hi-Ii retailers are essential to 
each other.



Future of Recorded Music
What are the future prospects of maintaining high quality music 
recordings7 We must hope that audiophiles, or hi-fi connoisseurs, 
or perhaps most accurately described, music lovers, will continue 
to drive the demand for quality. But another important reason for 
hope within the mass-market is that there is no longer any over­
riding reason for MP3 and AAC to have such a following. These 
formats were designed to overcome very slow download speeds 
and expensive memory capacity. These are not significant factors 
for most people now. Full resolution, CD quality, downloads are 
already available and should become the norm as long as the 
general public can be made aware of the tremendous quality 
benefit. This has happened with HO TV so we know this awareness 
can grow rapidly. In the meantime, we must highly value hi-fi 
connoisseurs and specialist hi-fi retailers, of which the ones listed 
on this page represent the UK's finest. Specialist dealers know 
how to choose the products that combine as a superb system 
and how to get the best out of it by expert installation in 
the home. If there's a price premium over an internet 
purchase, it's probably a small one, but it's unquestionably 
worth the difference.

STAR QUALITIES
VALUE FOR MONEY.............................*
SERVICE.................................................*
FACILITIES......................... . . ..... .*..«  *
VERDICT ........................................* *

* * * * 
* * * *
* * * *
* * *

The dealers below have been selected 
because they are known to do an excellent 

job in guiding customers towards hi-fi that will 
give years of musical enjoyment and total satisfaction.

TO BUYING A HI-FI SYSTEM
OUR TOP 20 UK HI-FI DEALERS

Maidenhead N1 GRAHAMS HI-FI

Ashford, Kent 
SOUNOCRAFT HI-FI 

40 High Street. 

t: 01233 624441 

www.soundcrafthifi.com

RAYLEIGH HI-FI 

216 Moulsham Street. 

t: 01245 265245 

www.rayleighhifi.com 

Colchester RAYLEIGH HI-FI 

33 Sir Isaac's Walk. 

t: 01206 577682 

www.rayleighhifi.com 

Kingston-upon-Thames 
INFIDELITY 

9 High Street, 

Hampton Wick. 

t: 020 8943 3530 

www.infidelity.co.uk

AUDIO VENUE 

36 Queen Street. 

t: 01628 633995 

www.audiovenue.corn

Rayleigh, Essex 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI 

44a High Street. 

t: 01268 779762 

www.rayleighhifi.com 

Southend-on-Sea 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI

190a New North Road. 

t: 020 7226 5500 
www.grahams.co.uk

SW11 ORANGES fr LEMONS 

M/An Webbs Road. 

t: 020 7924 2043 
www.oandlhifi.co.uk

SW20 O'BRIEN HI-FI 

60 Durham Road. 

t: 020 8946 1528 
www.obrienhifi.com

132/4 London Road. 

t: 01702 435255 

www.rayleighhifi.com

Bath AUDIENCE 

14 Broad Street. 

t: 01225 333310 

Ealing AUDIO VENUE 

27 Bond Street.

t: 020 8567 8703 

www.audiovenue.com

www.audience.org.uk 

Exeter GULLIFORD HI-FI 

97 Sidwell Street.

t: 01392 491194

www.gullitordhifi.co.uk

Banbury overture 
3 Church Lane. 
t: 01295 272158 
www.overture.co.uk

Birmingham 
MUSIC MATTERS 
363 Hagley Road, 
Edgbaston.
t: 0121 429 2811 
www.musicmatters.co.uk 

Coventry FRANK HARVEY 
163 Spon Street.
t: 024 7652 5200 
www.frankharvey.co.uk 

CYMBIOSIS
6 Hotel Street.
t: 0116 262 3754
www.cymbiosis.com 
Nottingham
CASTLE SOUND fr VISION 
48/50 Maid Marian Way. 
t: 0115 9584404 
www.castlesoundvision.com

Cheadle 
THE AUDIO WORKS 
14 Stockport Road. 
t: 0161 428 7887 
www.theaudioworks.co.uk 
Chester ACOUSTICA 
17 Hoole Road. 
t: 01244 344227 
www.acoustica.co.uk 
Hull THE AUDIO ROOM
2 George Street, Hedon 
t: 01482 891375 
www.theaudioroom.co.uk
York
SOUND ORGANISATION 
2 Gillygate.
t: 01904 627108
www.soundorg.co.uk

TOP 
20 UK

QUALITY

SPECIALIST 
HI-FI DEALERS

ASSURED
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THE INSIDER
BURMESTER

Craf t 
work
As Burmester prepares its return to the UK, Jason Kennedy 
gains exclusive access to the Berlin factory and Dieter 
Burmester, the perfectionist behind the distinctive marque

ieter Burmester discovered the joy 
of great sound when he bought 
a Quad 22/11 valve-powered 
system with ESL57 speakers in 

the sixties. A system he still looks back on with 
considerable affection despite having built up 
a very successful company that produces high- 
end examples of all the components in a sound 
system, except turntables.

Dieter was a musician before he discovered 
the joys of quality audio equipment, which is 
an unusual trajectory as most musicians don't 
listen in the same way that we do, they listen 
to the notes and the way they are played rather 
than the overall sound. It's even more surprising 
that he was and still is a bass-player and thus 
the least likely to appreciate the qualities of an 
electrostatic speaker with limited bass power. 
But the Quad system set him on a journey that 
resulted in the first Burmester product coming 
to market in July 1977. This, at least, is the date 
indicated by the 777 preamplifier's name; the 
first two numbers are the year and the last one 
the month.

An example sits in the company's museum in 
a brass case that is not so different to the largely 
chrome-plated components that the company 
makes today. Apparently components don't 
always go into production at the anticipated 
time, hence the 111 music server which 
Burmester anticipated launching in January 
2011, will more likely go on sale in March 2012.

I n its defence it is an extremely ambitious 
piece of electronic engineering for a corn pany 
that has only just finished its first wireless DAC, 
the 113, which should be with us soon with 
any luck.

Transparent cover
Dieter Burmester studied electronic engineering 
and found his first job in medical science, 
where he discovered the potential of balanced 
connections. His measurement work required 
high-precision results over long cables and only 
balanced connections, where the signal and 
return are separate to the shielding, provided 
low enough noise to be accurate. He brought ►
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this technique to hi-fi in the 838 preamplifier, 
which was the first audio component to feature 
balanced inputs.

His company makes a range of CD players, 
preamps, power amps, power conditioners 
and loudspeakers, some at truly eye -watering 
prices, but when you see the effort and attention 
to detail that goes into their creation and realise 
that all this is done in a part of the world where 
skilled labour is at a premium, it's not surprising.

All the design work is done in-house by a team 
of engineers, who not only create the electronics 
and casework design, but also the software, 
which undoubtedly explains the protracted 
gestation of the 111. Expected to cost between 
€25,000 and €30,000 this state-of the-art 
digital music player is a substantial beast that 
is internally split into two parts as the example 
with a transparent cover' reveals.

The top contains the analogue electronics, 
including a linear power supply, discrete custom 
op-amps and the digital-to-analogue section 
from Burmester's Reference Line 069 CD 
player, itself a pretty serious device. The lower 
section contains the 'PC stuff, which includes a

"By building components 
to the highest standards 
(Buremester) is recognised 
throughout the world."
switched-mode power supply with water cooling 
to avoid fans, the motherboard and a CD-ROM 
drive. Access to this drive is via a slot hidden 
under the front panel display which is neat. The 
111 has a terabyte of RAID-mirrored storage 
onboard and uses CD Paranoia ripping, which 
works well in our experience and is something of 
a rarity in dedicated audio components

We were surprised to learn, however, that 
it doesn't have a touch screen - apparently 
Burmester's customers might be offended 
by fingerprints on the screen - but rather is 
controlled by knobs and buttons on either side. 
The knobs are multi-functional and were custom 
made for the company so that they feel as good 
as they look. Alternatively you can drive it with 
an iPad app; presumably this is one device where 
fingerprints can be tolerated or, at least, hidden.

Affordable price
The aforementioned 113 DAC is, as the 
wacky tooth logo on the front panel suggests, 
a Bluetooth device that uses the higher quality 
APT-X version of that system much like 
DACs from Chord Electronics. It runs at up 
to 24-bit/192kHz and has more traditional 
digital inputs, as well as USB. Being the 
smallest component we saw at the factory it 
should come in at a more approachable price 
than the average Burmester component, 
but we can't see Chord losing any sleep on 
that front.

The company goes to considerable lengths 
to ensure that every part it uses in its products 
is fully tested and visually checked before 
assembly, ensuring components last and that 
failures are rare.

The company services products going back 
to the seventies and offers full upgrades at little 
more than cost. And given that a lot of the cost 
is in the casework this makes them good value

in the long term. Loudspeaker drive units are 
soak-tested and matched priorto installation; 
the company buys matched drivers but does 
its own measurements to achieve closer pair­
matching. Dieter is of the opinion that the closer 
you can match components throughout the 
chain, the better the resulting sound. Other 
speaker manufacturers would seem to agree 
and also go to lengths to get a close match 
with their drivers, but such extensive soak 
testing prior to measurement is uncommon. It's 
intended to iron out problems that might not 
otherwise appear until speakers are in people's 
homes, as it effectively emulates an extensive 
running-in period in normal domestic use.

True pedigree
Dieter Burmester likes a smooth sound from 
his speakers so that they can be played at high 
levels without becoming fatiguing and all eight 
stereo speakers that his company builds use 
ribbon or Air Motion tweeters to achieve the 
combination of level and dynamics he enjoys.

Finished corn ponents are heavily tested 
before they leave the factory, initially with 
around 300 measurements and, thereafter, 
with an extended period of use. Amplifiers, 
for instance, are hooked up to a four-ohm 
resistor and fed a high-voltage signal for two 
weeks in order to weed out faults. We saw a row 
of the massive 909 power amps being soaked 
in this way and they give off serious heat, as you 
might imagine, given their 600-watt output and 
fork-lift testing mass.

As the name suggests, the 909 is over 20 
years old so it's the Mks suffix that indicates 
its true pedigree. This is the method by which 
Burmester indicates sometimes pretty major 
changes to its components, a Mk1 909 may not 
share a great deal more than its chassis with a 
current model, but this consistency of casework
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is what gives Burmester products their classic, 
timeless appeal. Something that makes them 
very popular in the new far eastern markets, the 
majority of the top Reference Line components 
end up in China where the high-build quality 
would seem to be as desirable as the sound they 
produce. It's not hard to hear why Burmester 
would appeal to the oriental ear: Japanese 
high-end components tend to have a similarly 
smooth, clean balance, albeit not usually with 
the sort of power reserves available from amps 
like the 909.

I f, or more likely when, a product has survived 
its workout on the test bench it goes to the 
final stage of QC, where it is auditioned. The 
company listens to every component and even 
cables to make sure that they are up to the mark. 
We didn’t ask how many fall at this final hurdle, 
but would guess it's a low percentage given the 
thorough nature of the manufacturing process.

The fact that Burmester does pretty much 
everything, apart from wood and metalwork in­
house gives the company maximum control over 
the end result. It also explains why its products 
are so expensive in this age of outsourcing, but 
it's proved to be a successful approach.

The reason for our visit is that Burmester is 
now distributing its range in this country, but it's 
not the first time that these shiny designs have 
been available here, although in the past there 
were independent distributors involved. By doing 
the job itself, the company can offer retailers 
better margins and thus hopefully have more 
success in what is a pretty saturated market.

Warm sound
I n Germany, Burmester has been making 
inroads into in-car with a system for the Porsche 
Panamera that has three pre-set EQ filters 
to give a smooth or live sound alongside the 
conventional surround sound option. It's a 
powerful system that Dieter likes to demonstrate 
at full effect, being a musician he's clearly 
partial to a bit of sound pressure.

With the Reference Line system in the company 
demo room (above left) he points out that his 
goal is to produce an intense, substantial sound 
rather than a mere silhouette - a reference to 
systems that image well, but which lack energy. 
By using DC coupling throughout, Burmester 
products clearly have plenty of grip, but they 
avoid the tendency to hardness through the mid 
that this approach can sometimes produce. It 
makes for a distinctly warm sound by the often 
steely standards of German hi-fi and one which 
encourages full-on listening.

I t's hard not to admire Dieter Burmester and 
the company that he has built over the last nigh 
on 35 years. By building components to the 
highest standards and sticking to a singular 
design approach, he has created a range of 
products that are recognised throughout the 
hi-fi world. The first review products should 
trickle through to the pages of HFC soon, so 
expect an in-depth review of the new Classic 
CD player.^

808 PREAMPLIFIER
Burmester has always gone for a modular 
approach when it comes to in and outputs 
on its products. For instance, the 100 
phono stage, we reviewed in The Collection 
2011, can be had with one or two phono 
stages and you can also include an 
analogue-to-digital convertor with USB 
output for digitising your vinyl collection. 
This approach stems from the 8108 
preamplifier that's now in Mk5 form, but 
was created by Dieter in 1980 so that he 
could make direct comparisons between 
sources with differing output levels.

Built way before you could do this with a 
processor, as is now the norm, each input 
module has a pair of gain pots, an approach 
that was pretty radical back then. One of 
Burmester's first customers was van den 
Hul, who was keen to be able to compare 
cartridges through two matched phono 
stages. The silver wired 808 sits alongside 
the 077 in Burmester's Reference Line 
and remains one of the most distinctive 
components in the high end.

BURMESTER TIMELINE
1977 Company launches with 777 preamp
1980 World's first modular high-end 

preamp, the808
1983 First balanced input phono 

stage, the838
1984 First balanced in-and output 

preamplifier, the 846
1985 First balanced input power amp, 

the850
1987 World's first upsampling DAC 

preamp, the870
1990 First power DAC pre 909 system
1991 World's first belt-drive CD player, 

the916
1991 Moved to current Berlin 

manufacturing facility
1994 World patent DC-compensation 

mains conditioner 948
1994 First loudspeaker: 949 Mk1
1995 909 power amplifier introduced
2010 Automatic channel adjusting 

phono stage, the 100
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Howwetest
Hi-Fi Choice employs the most rigorous test and measurement regime 
in the business, here we explain why our verdicts are beyond compare

STATE-OF-THE- 
ART HI-FI TECH
HFCs test equipment is the 
most advanced kit available

Hi-fi reviews
No other magazine offers a more reliable standard of hi-fi testing.
Technical Consultant Richard Black explains...

EXPERT TESTING
FOR OVER THREE decades, Hi-Fi Choice 
has been trusted for its combination 
of subjective and technical review 
expertise. The crucial consideration 
for any audio component is how it 
sounds, but it is important to back this 
up with laboratory measurements for 
many reasons - everything from the 
wish to check basic performance to 
the possibility of uncovering peculiar 
behaviour under conditions, perhaps 
slightly different from those of the 
subjective tests.

Listening
Subjective testing doesn't necessarily 
require the world's sharpest ears. 
What's more important is the 
experience to analyse the sound 
arriving from the hi-fi and this is where 
our subjective reviewers come in: 
they have been listening critically to 
audio equipment for aeons and have 
learned to identify the characteristics 
that make kit informative, involving or 
j ust plain dull.

Measurement
But even the most experienced listener, 
with a stack of familiar recordings heard 
in familiar surroundings, can't always 
know what is causing a particular 

characteristic in the sound. Brightness, 
for instance, may be a function of 
frequency response or distortion and 
this is where measurements come 
in. We analyse a range of parameters 
to see just where the correlation lies 
between sound and design. Our test 
equipment has been tried, tested and 
added to over the years and again our 
experience with it is unrivalled.

Straightforward presentation 
We call on that experience to boil down 
the measurements to simple bar charts, 
which show at a glance how well a 
component behaves relative to others 
in its category. It's this combination 
of subjective and technical expertise 
that makes our reviews the most useful 
in the field.

"crucial consideration 
for any audio 
component is how 
it sounds, but it is 
important to back this 
up with laboratory 
measurements ..."

□ OUR 
AWARDS

EDITOR'S CHOICE: 
Awarded to those 
products that are 
judged to deliver 
reference-standard 
performance

RECOMMENDED:
The products we 
feel meet a certain 
high standard of 
performance

GROUP TEST 
WINNER: 
Comparative tests 
can only have one 
true winner, and this 
badge says it all

AT HI-FI CHOICE, we have access 
to some of the most advanced test 
equipment currently available on the 
market, including the Audio Precision 
APx585, which you'll find in the labs 
of many top hi-fi manufacturers. 
The 585 can be configured to test a 
variety of key hi-fi products, such as 
amplifiers, CD players/DACs and - 
with the help of a specially-calibrated 
microphone - loudspeakers.

In conjunction with some 
conventional lab equipment at 
our disposal, the 585 will also be 
used to test analogue playback 
equipment including phono stages 
and turntables. These objective 
measurements -which conform 
to recognised industry standards 
- are designed to complement 
subjective evaluations such as the 
listening panels organised by our 
internationally respected reviewers.

The standard of our test facilities 
is unrivalled in the UK press. Quite 
simply, no other magazine offers this 
level of cutting-edge testing, making 
the verdicts in Hi-Fi Choice the only 
ones you can really trust.
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HOW WE TEST

Unrivalled group tests
Hi-Fi Choice is the only magazine to offer blind-listening 
group tests, fully backed up with objective data

BLIND-LISTENING TESTS
TltlS CRUCIAL test involves relatively 
rapid-fire comparisons of the test units 
for a panel of three listeners who are 
not aware of which product they are 
listening to. Levels are accurately 
matched and the test is conducted with 
the minimum of distractions, playing 
the same programme through each 
system while the listeners take notes of 
whatever pleases or bothers them.

SIGHTED LISTENING

IN ADDITION to the 'blind' test, the 
author also spends a longer period 
listening to each system with various 
items of partnering equipment and 
a wider range of music. Apart from 
the obvious fact that this is how 
most people listen most of the time, 
this also has the advantage that 
interesting aspects of the sound can 
be investigated and different musical

TECH LABS

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

+30%

Total harmonic 
distortion

Signal-to­
noise ratio

Output 
impedance

frequent CMput
TIW» pew.

RESOUND heard from a stereo 
system is actually a combination 
of the two loudspeakers, plus their 
interaction with the listening room. 
Our analogue approach provides 
information about the frequency 
response and tonal balance of a given 
pair. Running rapid sinewave sweeps, 
moving the microphone to different 
positions, establishes the 'real world' 
far field averaged frequency response 
and bass extension of a stereo pair.

By feeding all the speakers under 
test at the same predetermined

In this way, an evaluation free of 
prejudices based on brand, price or 
appearance can be made, while the 
different tastes and sensitivities of 
each listener help round out the 
analysis and make it more widely 
applicable. Occasional repeats of kit 
give a 'sanity check', while years of 
experience help make the process 
efficient and reliable.

styles tried out to see what works, not 
to mention experimenting with such 
variables as listening level.

Long-term reference pieces of 
equipment (some from past reviews) 
get substituted for the kit under test 
from time to time, in order to check on 
performance relative to the rest of the 
audio world, while recordings made by 
the author provide a live reference.

setting on the amplifier volume 
control, the sensitivity of the speaker 
may be derived. Impedance sweeps 
provide information about amplifier 
loading and the closeness with which 
the two examples of our pair match.

SENSITIVITY
Sensitivity represents the relative loudness 
of a speaker for a given amplifier voltage. It's 
scaled to 2.83 V at 1m (corresponding to one 
watt of power into an eight ohm load).

BASS EXTENSION
Our figure is the averaged bass roll-off frequency 
at -6d8 ref. the broad midband, for a stereo 
pair in the far field of a 4.3x2.6x5.5m room

EASE OF DRIVE
Low impedance and sensitivity both make 
a loudspeaker theoretically harder to drive. 
Low impedance is especially important at low 
and midband frequencies

OVERALL FREQUENCY BALANCE 
True neutrality is an obvious goal, though 
some 'tailoring' is both acceptable and 
widely practised

RESPONSE SMOOTHNESS
Beyond the overall tonal balance, the detail 
smoothness has much to do with the delicacy 
of the sound and its ability to deliver subtle 
harmonic shading.

THIS ISSUE'S 
BLIND PANEL
This months panel of experienced 
listeners from within the industry are:

O TESTING 
EQUIPMENT 
USED
Source:
•Naim CDS3/555PS, 
Rega Valve Isis 
CD players
•LinnSondek 
LP12 (modified)/ 
Rega RB1000/ 
Soundsmith Strain 
Gauge turntable/ 
arm/cartridge
Tuner:
•Magnum Dynalab 
MD 106T
^Amplifier:
•Naim NAC552/ 
NAPSOO pre/power 
amp
Cables:
•The Chord 
Company, Vertex 
AQ, Phonosophie, 
Vertere and Naim
Equ^^ w^^: 
•Mana, Vertex AQ, 
Naim, Townshend

PAUL BENGE
JOB: HEAD OF SALES

AS A WHEELER and dealer 
of secondhand equipment, 
Paul has heard more high- 
end hi-fi than most mortals 
could dream of. He is 
currently head of sales for 
distributor ABC Audio.

GREG DAVIDSON 
JOB: IT CONSULTANT

HAVING TAKEN early 
retirement from his 
occupation in the hi-tech 
world of IT consultancy, 
Greg now pursues his 
other interests: hi-fi and 
music making.

KEITH TONGE
JOB: MARKETING 
MANAGER

AFTER EIGHT YEARS at the 
coalface with the Cornflake 
Shop, Keith has spent the 
last 14 as Marketing 
Manager at PMC.

OTEST 
MUSIC USED
lAURIE ANDERSON: 
STRANGE ANGELS

^^^^^^K:
TltTI IS ^EA MUSIC

DEFINITIVE 
VERDICTS
No other magazine offers an 
equivalent listening programme

THERE IS SWEET MUSIC
MARIBOINE: 
EALLIN'

Few, if any, magazines in the world 
can equal our dedication and 
thoroughness in combining blind 
and sighted listening with extensive 
lab tests and detailed internal 
examination of equipment passing 
through our hands. Each of these is 
equally important and it's not just that 
we do them - we also bring to the 
table decades of audio experience.

Our listeners in the Blind-Listening 
Group Tests for example, are experts 
from within the hi-fi industry. Each and 
everyone of them is used to listening 
critically during product development 
and initial product testing. In fact, many 
of them also get involved in making 
recordings and their own music.

One of these is HFC'sTechnical 
Consultant Richard Black, who has 
been involved with designing, testing 
and evaluating audio equipment for a 
quarter of a century.

It's the culmination of all the aspects 
mentioned on these pages that makes 
forthe most reliable hi-fi verdicts in 
the business.

[ TESTED THIS MONTH: STANDMOUNTS

TURN OVEI

J----- ■
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slightly and the Spendor significantly 
larger). All are reflex-ported, many tuned 
close to 50Hz (which is not ideal in

.^^Blind-listening

Grouptest

PRICING

ON TEST

STANDMOUNTS £1,000-£1,650

Which small speakers 
lead the field?
Paul Messenger and the blind-listening panel 
audition six similarly sized standmounts with many 
similarities, performance is another matter, however

ALL BUT ONE of this group of speakers 
fall into the price band between £1,000 
and fl,200. All are also compact and 
attractively finished standmount designs 
and although there are plenty of detail 
differences, their overall sizes and 
configurations are remarkably similar, 
as are - predictably enough - their 
measured performances.

The only real way to distinguish 
between these competing models is, 
therefore, by conducting careful listening 
tests. Only the Spendor SP3/1R2 sits 
outside that price range and the fact 
that it's significantly larger than the 
others ought to confer a modest 
performance advantage and helps to 
justify its extra cost.

All models in the group are from well 
known Western brands - one from 
Canada, one Finland, two Denmark, 
one Germany and one UK. All claim 
manufacture in their country of origin, 
apart from the German Quadral 
Aurum model, which is rather more 
ambiguously 'made in Europe'. All are 
broadly the same size (the Dynaudio

Amphion Argon 1 £1,179 
p43
This unusually slim reflex- 
ported two-way comes 
inwalnut veneer, but has 
several options. It uses metal 
diaphragm drive units and is 
distinguished bya large black 
waveguide surrounding the 
deep-set tweeter, which should 
assist time-alignment and 
treble distribution.

DALi Mentor 1 £1,199 p45
Arguably the most attractive 
of thegroup, in its smooth 
real wood veneer, the Mentor 
1 follows the DALi tradition 
in using what it refers to as a 
'hybrid tweeter module'. This 
combines a conventional- 
looking dome tweeter and a 
planar ribbon device on the 
same chassis. The main driver 
has a dish-shaped paper cone.

"Theonly real way to 
distinguish between 
these models is by 
careful listeningtests.
terms of our room modes). And all 
come attractively presented, normally 
with a choice of real wood veneers at the 
base price and some with options 
at extra cost.

Each brand has its own particular drive 
unit recipes. Three of the six use small 
130mm (five-inch) bass/mid drivers, 
the Totem a marginally larger 140mm 
unit, while the larger Dynaudio and 
Spendor models both accommodate 
180mm main drivers. The tweeters, too, 
show significant variations between the 
models, the Quadral opting for a planar 
ribbon-type device, while the DALi has a 
dome/planar hybrid module.

Dynaudio ExciteX16 £1,080 
p47
Although our samples arrived 
in fashionable high-gloss black 
finish, Oynaudio's Excite X16 
is also available in a choice of 
various real-wood veneers. 
Reflex ported at the rear, the 
enclosure is a little larger 
than the group average, as 
is the diameter of the bass/ 
mid driver's cone.

QuadralAurum Megan VIII 
£1,000 p49
This German standmount, 
finished in real-wood veneer, 
feels particularly solidly built, 
partly due to its enclosure 
thickness, but also the fact that 
the back panel is inset and, 
therefore, acts as a brace. In the 
Quadral tradition, the tweeter 
used here is a ribbon-shaped 
planar device.

OURGROUP 
have 'official' 
pricetags some­
where between 
£1,000 and £1,650 
per pair, though 
most huddle towards 
the bottom end of 
that range. Some 
models will show 
price variations, 
either because of 
alternative finishes, 
or the corn petitive 
nature of web 
retailers. The link 
between price and 
size, weight or 
engineering content 
is hardly relevant 
here. All are port- 
loaded and come in 
real wood veneer as 
standard, though 
several also offer 
paint finishes, too.

Spendor SP3/1R 2£1,650p51 
Larger and more costly than the 
others assembled for this group, 
thewoodweneered SP3/1R2 
also uses a larger bass/mid 
driver with an EPC plastic cone. 
The SEAS-sourced tweeter 
has an unusuallywide 
surround. Spendorhas 
longused a techniquewhich 
combines a thin-wall enclosure 
with dampingpads.

Totem Rainmaker £1,100 
p53
A little taller and shallower than 
most. this pretty little speaker 
comeswith stern warnings that 
70400 hours of breaking in is 
required for best results. Finished 
in real-wood veneer, the rear 
panel has a small port and 
twin terminals, while the tweeter is 
a mesh-protected metal 
dome diaphragm.
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“Hart, We Love Sound!”

The Hart EVO1 

Dual Monitor 

Modular 

Loudspeaker

y iart

See the full review, gallery 
and prices at www.hartaudio.com 
or telephone + 44 (0)1983 612 924 
Give 'em a google too!

""Hart has delivered a true 
high sensitivity speaker 
without the difficulties 
inherent with horn systems. 
No wonder the Quad amp 
sounded so sweet"

September 8th, 2010 
by Jason Kennedy 
Source: HiFi+

http://www.hartaudio.com
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AmphionArgon 1 £i,i7a
An unconventional standmount from one of hi-fi's newer 
companies, based in Finland

1: DETAILS

ORIGIN: 
Finland
TYPE: 
Standmount 
loudspeaker 
WEIGHT: 
Skg

DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
160x310x265mm
FEATURES:
• Large waveguide 
around tweeter
• Metal diaphragms 
for both drivers
• Real wood veneer 
or painted finish
• Rear port with foam 
bung option
• Ultra-slim 
front aspect 
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Robytone BV 
TELEPHONE: 
00 31 0493 744020
WEBSITE: 
amphion.fi

mphion is a relatively 
young brand, founded 
in 1998 and brings some 
interestingly different

techniques to the party.
The most obvious of these is the

large waveguide that surrounds the 
tweeter and matches the diameter 
of the bass/mid drive unit. This has 
several implications. The prime 
purpose is to control the tweeter's 
directivity, presumably to avoid the 
directivity discontinuity that usually 
occurs in the transition from bass/ 
mid driver to tweeter. However, it 
may also be due, at least in part, to 
the potentially superior time 
alignment that results from locating 
the tweeter down within the 
waveguide and well behind the front 
panel, which should help place the 
two voice coils the same distance 
from the listeners.

The speaker is slimmer than most 
of its contemporaries and the 
enclosure is nicely built, with sharp 
edges all round. Our samples came 
finished in a rather anonymous 
walnut veneer, though two other 
veneers and three painted options 
are also available. An attractive 
bonus is that the waveguide is 
roughly the same size as the bass/ 
mid drive unit, bringing a rather 
fetching symmetry to the appearance

No complete grille covering both 
drivers is supplied here, but both

blocked by the supplied foam bungs 
if the speakers are placed close to a 
wall. Signal is applied to a single 
terminal pair.

SOUND QUALITY
Although the vote wasn't entirely 
unanimous, the majority of panellists 
in the Blind-Listening Group Test 

placed the Argon 1 at the top of 
their lists, unambiguously voting it 
the winner.

It's not perfect, but then no speaker 
is, especially when it's as small as 
those assembled here. But despite 
the inevitable lack of sheer bass 
weight imposed by the modest size 
of its enclosure and main driver, this 
speaker delivers an entertaining and 
well-timed bottom end, encouraging 
the feet to tap along with the music.

The restrained top end did leave 
one panellist complaining of a 
degree of 'wooliness' in vocal 
rendition and this is certainly a valid 
criticism. There is a slight lack of air 
and sparkle here, though this is 
arguably less serious than 
experiencing an excessive top end, 
especially when a speaker is likely 
to be used at the end of a fairly 
modest system.

The major strength of this speaker, 
however, lies in its unusually 
coherent and lucid midband. Our 
choral excerpt sounded clean, clear 
and free from the rather compressed

sound that had been audible during 
previous presentations with other 
loudspeakers. Stereo imaging 
showed good depth and the overall 
sound was quick, lively and 
musically communicative.

The Argon 1 is a fine little speaker 
that conveys the musical messages in 
a more convincing manner than 
many of its peers. The tonal balance 
might, perhaps, be a little too 
restrained for some tastes and 
systems, but the fine timing, 
smoothness and overall coherence 
ensure that it leads the way.

TECH LABS
The Argon 1 sensitivity rating is an average 
87dB, just IdB above the figure specified 
by the manufacturer and this is in the 
context of an easy-to-drive load that stays 
above six ohms throughout.

The port is tuned to around 52 Hz, so 
bass extension is effectively limited to 
around 40Hz under in-room conditions. 
However, the 50Hz peak is not too severe 
and although there were slight variations 
at low frequencies, the pair matching is 
pretty good.

The frequency response, measured 
under far-field in-room averaged conditions, 
is particularly impressive above 700Hz, 
showing a remarkably well-integrated 
transition through the 1.6kHz crossover 
point, with a notably smooth delivery 
throughout. Although output is maintained 
to 20kHz, the treble tends to roll-off 
somewhat above SkHz and is certainly 
well below average by 1OkHz.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

drive units 
have metal 
diaphragms 
and these are 
protected from 
prying fingers 
by discreet 
fixed open­
mesh metal 
grilles. The 
tweeter has 
the usual 25mm 
dome, while 
the bass/mid 
driver has a 
relatively small 
90mm cone. 
A modest rear 
port provides 
reflex loading 
and may be

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT

LIKE: Deliversacoherent 
midbandwithaseamless 
crossover transition

DISLIKE: Top end isa 
little dull,aswas the 
veneer ofour samples

WE SAY: Supplies fine 
midband coherence, 
alongsidea tunefuland 
entertaining bass

SOUND QUALITY
*****
VALUE FOR MONEY
*****
BUILD QUALITY
*****
PRACTICALITY
****

OVERALL*****
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DALi
Mentor 1 £1.199This exceptional standmount has a unique hybrid tweeter module, combining dome and ribbon diaphragms
□ DETAILS
ORIGIN
Denmark
TYPE
Standmount 
loudspeaker
WEIGHT:
5.2kg
DIMENSIONS 
(WxHxD) 
160x320x240mm
FEATURES
• Two-and-a-half- 
way design
• Hybrid dome/ 
ribbon tweeter 
module
•High-quality veneer 
or gloss-painted 
finish
• Bass/mid driver 
has long-fibre dish­
shaped pulp cone
• Choice of black or 
cherry veneers 
DISTRIBUTOR:
DALi UK
TELEPHONE: 
0845 644 3537
WEBSITE
dali-speakers.com

his Danish operation was once closely linked to a leading Scandinavian hi-fi retail chain, but ithas always operated entirely autonomously and independently as a speaker manufacturer and indeed has proved more successful on the UK market than most overseas brands. The DALi name has nothing to do with surrealism here, but is actually an acronym for Danish Audiophile Loudspeaker Industries. The Mentor range, probably best described as 'affordable upmarket', is one of several in the DALi portfolio and consists of six stereo pairs which share a number of proprietary engineering techniques.The most obvious of these is seen in the tweeter arrangements. The top five Mentors are fitted with a high- frequency module that combines a conventional doped-fabric dome with a somewhat narrower ribbon-shaped planar device, ensuring fine power handling and headroom, while maintaining wide dispersion.The speaker itself is very compact - DALi describes it as: 'essentially a Mentor 5 with a single five-inch bass/ midrange driver' - and our sample came beautifully finished on five of its six faces in a very smooth cherry real-wood veneer. Black wood veneer and high-gloss white are the two alternatives here.Whereas the front and back of the enclosure proper are gently curved, the front part is completely replaced by a flat panel in textured light grey. Mounting lugs for the optional grille are clearly visible. The rear panel also has mounting lugs, this time for fitting the optional wall bracket, perhaps if used for the surround channels in a multichannel sound system.

The terminal block has a single pair of multi-way connectors and also incorporates a well concealed port.The main 120mm bass/mid driver has a dish-shaped diaphragm made from long-fibre pulp some 95mm in diameter. The tweeter module combines a 28mm doped-fabric dome with a planar element 45x25mm, the latter divided into three narrow strips.
SOUND QUALITYThe Mentor l's Blind-Listening Group Test gave a disappointing result, as the balance seemed rather lightweight and forward, while its complex tweeter arrangement didn't seem to confer any particular advantage.While it sounds dynamically quite lively,this might well be because the upper midband is rather exposed and this is probably responsible for inhibiting transparency and introducing a touch of nasal coloration to voices.Although the in-room measurements didn't provide any particular reasons to anticipate such findings, the Mentor 1 did sound rather small and lacking in body, warmth and weight. There was no denying an observation which was unanimously recorded by the panellists: 'Big percussion seriously lacking'. A bit small and aggressive; lacks warmth and 

SOUND QUALITY
***VALUE FOR MONEY
***BUILD QUALITY
*****PRACTICALITY
****

authority'. Furthermore, the top end received some criticism for sounding rather sibilant and detached.Following damage sustained by the original pair during transit, a brand new pair was sent with the warning that they hadn't been run in. Although we did our best, extra running-in time is difficult to find when carrying out a Blind-Listening Group Test. While this might help explain the DALl's weak low- frequency performance, its lightweight forwardness remain significant handicaps.
TECH LABS

Rated by the manufacturer at 86dB, on our 
tests the Mentor 1 just scraped 87dB. But 
it was a very close call and, as usual, 
depends to a significant extent on the 
frequences one selectsto provide the figure.

In this case the decision to go for 87dB 
was due to a mild prominence in the upper 
mid/lower treble, 1-1.5kHz, a part of the 
audio range where the ears are very 
sensitive. This prominence is rendered all 
the more significant because the regions 
below (300-900Hz) and above (1.5- 
2.SkHz) are both somewhat lacking.

The ^frequency balance holds within 
creditably tight +/-3dB limits, though that 
also disguises some tack of mid-bass energy 
(60-120Hz) and some treble excess (4-5kHz).

The load stays above 5.5 ohms 
throughout and is virtually flat above 
150Hz, so the speaker should be easy 
enough to drive, though the flat impedance 
implies some network complexity. The pair 
match was pretty good.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICTLIKE: Attractive design with lovelyveneerwork, alongside a l ivelysoundDISLIKE: Has a rather lightweight and forward characterWE SAY: lightweight sound is rather forward, coloured and lacking in transparencyOVERALL
****
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INTRODUCING: SAVE THE SOUND

OLIVE O3HD
SOUNDS GREAT.
COSTS LESS.

“In terms of value for money, the Olive 03HD is 
unbeatable”

What Hi-Fi? Dec 2010

The Olive O3HD Music Server is the most affordable 
way to turn your stereo into a digital HD Music System.

ONLY
£925

Super Simple
It’s easy to set up and use.
Simply connect it to your 
stereo system, and start enjoying 
amazing sound. No PC required. 
No hassle. And the color touch 
screen navigation makes it a 
delight to use. Have fun.

Music Storage
Keep all your music in one 
place. The Olive O3HD stores 
up to 1,500 CDs or 5,000 HD 
tracks.

HD Sound Quality
Enjoy your music in HD sound. 
The Olive O3HD stores and 
plays uncompressed files which 
deliver far greater sound quality 
than MP3 files. So, get ready 
for the convenience of a digital 
solution - without compromis­
ing the music experience.

WHAT HI A?
SOUND AND VISION

★★★★★
Distributed in the UK by;
Henley Designs 
www.henleydesigns .co .uk 
01235 511166

http://www.henleydesigns
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DynaudioExcite X16 £i*oaoThis chunky and solidly built Danish speaker has a larger than average main driver
□ DETAILSORIGIN:
DenmarkTYPE: 
Standmount 
loudspeakerWEIGHT:
9 kgDIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD)
205x350x290mmFEATURES:
• 180mm bass/mid 
driver
• Reflex ported 
at rear
• Choice of six 
veneer or high- 
gloss finishes
• Proprietory 
Dynaudio drive units
• Long coil ensures 
powerful main 
driver dynamicsDISTRIBUTOR:
Chord ElectronicsTELEPHONE:
01622 721444WEBSITE:
dynaudio.com

enmark's Dynaudio operation is one of relatively few brands to enjoy success in both theprofessional and domestic hi-fi speaker markets - one often notices Dynaudio speakers furnishing BBC TV studios, for example.However, that's partly due to the high-power handling conferred by the use of extra-large-diameter voice coils on many of its bass/mid drivers. A feature that doesn't appear to be a part of this new Excite range, which seems to be more obviously oriented towards the price-sensitive home hi-fi marketplace.The Xl6 sits one rung above the smallest model in the Excite range, which explains why the speaker is a little larger in both volume and main driver than the group average. Our samples came finished in the currently fashionable high-gloss black, just one of half-a-dozen options that include high-gloss white and a choice of four real-wood veneers (maple, cherry, rosewood and black ash). While the high- gloss versions are painted the same on all six faces, the veneered models have a dark charcoal front panel.Accommodating that 180mm bass/ mid driver explains why the Xl6 looks rather squat compared to the others in the group. However, the front vertical edges have a neat chamfer that slightly softens the lines.The bass/mid unit has a 125mm diameter cone in a mineral-loaded plastic called MSP (magnesium silicate polymer). The tweeter uses a 28mm fabric­dome diaphragm, and both units have bright frames/faceplates. The two units are linked by a simple crossover network that uses high- quality components and gentle, first-

order 6dB/octave slopes. This is fed from a single terminal pair that shares the back panel with a generous size port.
SOUND QUALITYDespite its fine neutrality and good imaging, our Blind-Listening Group Test panellists didn't warm to the Excite Xl6's performance. Indeed, excitement was one thing that seemed to be singularly lacking in this case.Pertinent quotes from each of the four panellists included the following: Number one: 'Very competent [but] lacking some crispness and involvement.' Second panellist: 'boring if neutral [and] spacious...bland if dynamically literate...very matter- of-fact, soulless.' A third listener: 'Soft-sounding on kick drum (they don't rock); seems to lose its pace when something a bit demanding comes on.' And finally: 'Monotone bass, very average detail, slow.'Although they're genuine enough, not all the comments were as critical as those quoted above. The Excite Xl6 undoubtedly has some real strengths, in its fine neutrality, lovely balance and quite expressive dynamics. It certainly shows greater power and bass weight than the group average, but hands-on listening did tend to confirm the test findings that it's

also a bit sluggish, and lacks the timing and coherence of the best in the group. Furthermore, it somehow also lacks sweetness and can get uncomfortably 'edgy' when driven hard.Although the Excite Xl6 seems to offer decent enough material value, and shows high standards of engineering throughout, it ultimately proved rather disappointing with musical sources. Perhaps the design criteria was based more on acoustic performance than musical reproduction?
TECH LABS

The combination of a larger bass/mid 
driver and enclosure with a port tuned to 
41Hz does result in greater bass extension 
and sensitivity than average. On our 
measure the latter is a comfortable 88dB 
(although the company only claims 87dB), 
alongside a relatively easy amplifier load 
that stays resolutely above 5.5 ohms 
throughout (rather contradicting the 
spec's 4 ohm claim!). While the speaker 
delivers some worthwhile bass down to 
30Hz, the 50Hz room mode is several dB 
too strong.

The pair match is very good and the 
in-room far-field averaged frequency 
response holds within +/-4dB above 60Hz. 
Output is a little strong at 130-300Hz and 
there's a modest peak around 1.4kHz. 
The presence shows a sensible degree of 
restraint, centred on 2kHz. The treble 
continues well up to 20kHz, but rolls off 
quite significantly above BkHz.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICTSOUND QUALITY
****VALUE FOR MONEY
****BUILD QUALITY
*****PRACTICALITY
****

LIKE: Fine neutrality and a good tonal balance gave fine speech reproductionDISLIKE: Lacks the coherence and timing for best music reproductionWESAY:Offersahigh standard of neutrality, but lacks the speed for best music reproductionOVERALL****
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Bowers&Wilkins

Engineered 
for the finest 
moments

PM1 There are times when only music matters. 
When you want to forget the world and simply 
lose yourself in sound. The PM1 was designed 
for these moments. Its carbon-braced tweeter, 
Kevlar bass/midrange driver and Matrix ' 
braced cabinet combine to make everything 
else seem insignificant. It might just be the 
most refined small speaker we’ve ever built.
Listen and you’ll see.

www.bowers-wilkins.co.uk/pm1

http://www.bowers-wilkins.co.uk/pm1
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QuadralAurum Megan VIII £1.000
This very solid compact features a ribbon-type planar 
tweeter and a complex alloy main driver diaphragm

□ DETAILS
ORIGIN:
Germany
lYPE:
Standmount 
loudspeaker
WEIGHT:
9kg
DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD)
194x357x290mm
FEATURES:
• Ribbon-shaped 
planar tweeter
• Reflex port on rear
• Five standard 
finishes includes 
three quality veneers 
and gloss paint
• Twin terminal pairs 
add connection 
flexibility
• Shaped enclosure 
sides overlap at rear
DISTRIBUTOR:
Quadral GB & Ireland
TELEPHONE:
01785 748446
WEBSITE:
aurumspeakers.com

ittle known here in 
Britain (though we did 
review a couple of 
models about five years

ago), Quadral is apparently the third 
most successful hi-fi speaker 
specialist in Germany which must 
mean that it's a good size operation 
by any standards.

The Aurum range is actually a 
higher performance sub-brand of 
the main Quadral operation, with its 
own website and an extensive range 
of ten loudspeakers, plus some 
electronics. We reviewed the Altan 
VIII standmount quite recently 
(HFC 350), so now it's time to cast 
an ear over the somewhat smaller 
Megan VIII model.

The family resemblance is 
unmistakeable and build again 
seems very solid indeed. The 
front and top edges of the sides 
are heavily post-formed and are 
deeper at the bottom than the top 
(overhanging the inset back panel) 
and the speaker also has a separate 
base, which is rather unusual. The 
standard version comes in a choice 
of three real-wood veneers, though 
at extra cost, high-gloss white or 
black are also available, or even a 
choice of many different lacquer 
colours to order.

The 135mm main bass/mid driver 
has a 95mm alloy cone, made from a 
cocktail of aluminium, titanium and 
magnesium. The tweeter is Quadral's 
latest variation on 
its ribbon-shaped 
planar tweeter 
theme. It's an 
area-drive 22x 
SOmm device, its 
22mm width 
divided into four 
very narrow strips.

Twin high-quality 
multi-way terminals 
are fixed directly 
through an alloy 
plate, using wire 
for the optional 
links. Internal wiring 
is from Real Cable, 
and the network 
uses metal layer 
resistors and 

polypropylene film capacitors. The 
enclosure is port-loaded at the rear, 
and foam blocking bungs are 
supplied, which could be useful if the 
speakers are placed close to a wall. 
An optional grille is supplied and 
attaches using concealed magnets.

SOUND QUALITY
The Megan VIII didn't fare too 
badly during the Blind-Listening 

Group Test, but it must be said it 
didn't raise any great excitement or 
enthusiasm either.Its key strength 
is a very well-ordered tonal balance, 
which delivers a very smooth and 
evenhanded sound across a broad 
spectrum of musical material and 
sound sources.

However, definition and detail are 
unexceptional and its reproduction 
did tend to become less clear as the 
music became more complicated. 
Simple material comes across 
rather well, although some 
midband coloration is audible on 
voices, especially when reproducing 
speech, which sounded a little 
congested and nasal in character

Although the overall balance is 
very good, precise timing and 
midband transparency were not its 
strengths. Stereo image depth 
seemed rather limited and this was 
particularly noticeable when 
reproducing choral material.

Both frequency extremes attracted 
some criticism. Although the bass has 

SOUND QUALITY
***
VALUE FOR MONEY
***
BUILD QUALITY
*****
PRACTICALITY

****

decent weight and authority, it 
also lacks agility, and has a tendency, 
in the words of one panellist, to 
'waffle'. The top end sounds smooth, 
tidy and well judged in level, but 
could have been better integrated 
into the whole.

At the end of the day, there's no 
denying that the Quadral's Aurum 
Megan VIII produced a decent 
enough all-round performance, but 
one that was also sonically rather 
undistinguished. That said, it's 
unquestionably a good-looking, 
smooth and well balanced contender.

TECH LABS
Although the manufacturer only claims a 
sensitivity ofjust 86dB/W, our test gives a 
value of 88dB. That may be because our 
measurement is based on 2.83V (which 
corresponds to a consumption oflWwith 
an eight-ohm load), so part of this 
discrepancy might be due to the fact that 
the impedance sometimes drops to around 
4.5 ohms in the bass region).

The far-field averaged frequency 
response looks very impressive, even 
under in-room conditions. Apart from the 
usual 50Hz peak, corresponding to the 
coincidence of the port tuning frequency 
with a major room mode, the only 
departures from the ideal are a dip at 
120Hz (floor cancellation) and some 
leanness between 300Hz and 700Hz. 
However, the latter does leave the band 
from 800Hzto 1.3kHz looking a trifle 
exposed. Treble output is smooth and well 
maintained to beyond 15kHz, assisted by a 
hint of prominence around 12kHz.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT

LIKE: Solid build, 
attractive styling, classy 
ingredients and very 
evenhanded balance

DISLIKE: Sounds 
distinctly coloured, 
especiallyon speech

WE SAY: It lacks precise 
timingdespitethe 
evenhanded balance

OVERALL****
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acoustics

Style & Performance
With over twenty years of experience and a multitude of patented technologies, 
Vienna Acoustic speakers are renowned for acoustic brilliance and superb build quality. 
The Bach Grand* are the result of painstaking technical research and passionate attention to detail.

This beautiful floor standing cabinet features a powerful 7 inch mid-bass driver with 'Twin Balanced
Reflex' that combines a conventional rear port with a ground breaking airflow control port on the 
front cabinet, to deliver class-leading bass output and control. This complex front port system also 
combines a refined 1 inch triple stacked neodymium magnet silk dome tweeter, resulting in a sonic 
presentation of power and verve that belies the speakers' compact proportions.

To appreciate the sound, innovation and quality of these speakers, call us now on 
01480 270550 or visit www.va-speakers.co.uk to locate your nearest stockist.

Tel: +44 (0)1480 270550
Email: sales@audyus.co.uk

www.va-speakers.co.uk
*Bach Grand priced from £1750 per pair depending on finish.

http://www.va-speakers.co.uk
mailto:sales@audyus.co.uk
http://www.va-speakers.co.uk
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Spender
SP3/1R2 £1*&SOClassic 1970s styling distinguishes this relatively large model from the pack
□ DETAILSORIGIN:
UKTYPE:
Standmount 
loudspeakerWEIGHT:
9.SkgDIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD)
220x400x280mmFEATURES:
• Traditional 'classic' 
styling
• Reflex-loaded via 
rear port

• High-quality veneer 
finish
• 180mm bass/mid 
driver has polymer 
cone

• Tweeter has wide 
surround and small 
domeDISTRIBUTOR:
Spendor Audio 
SystemsTELEPHONE:
01323 843474WEBSITE:
spendoraudio.com

pendor was founded by an ex-member of the BBC's Research Department more than
motor and a powerfol magnet. Perhaps significantly; it operates up to a relatively high 3.7kHz.Above that point the signal is

That mild disappointment notwithstanding, the SP3/1R2 mostly lived up to its fine reputation, delivering a beautifully judged and essentially ideal balance between midband and treble, with fine coherence and a spacious, airy sound especially through the midband.That mild midband anomaly meant that our latest samples of the SP3/1R2 fell a little short of the standard achieved by our 2009 originals, but this remains a fine all-rounder in most respects and deserving of our attention.forty years ago, primarily to make broadcast monitor loudspeakers, but that original - and with hindsight very radical - design soon became just as much of a favourite amongst hi-fi cognoscenti.So much so that, despite changes in ownership and the development of numerous models that look better suited to domestic environments, those original monitors remain the inspiration behind Spendor's Classic R2 range of traditionally styled models.The five models in the Classic R2 range are all standmounts with 'picture frame' front baffle edges around inset grilles. They cover a wide range of enclosure and driver sizes, but all feature Spendor's traditional approach to enclosure construction, using relatively thin but well-damped panels, albeit now executed in MDF, rather than birch ply;First reviewed in Hi-Fi Choice some three years ago (HFC 317), this compact two-way SP3/1R2 is just one step above the bottom rung. Some might find the presentation somewhat old-fashioned; others will find its classically traditional appearance very attractive. It's discreet, commendably restrained, and nicely finished on all six faces in an understated real-cherry veneer (with black ash or dark walnut alternatives).The SP3/1R2's enclosure is roughly 16 litres, reflex-loaded by a generous rear port. It has a 180mm Spendor bass/mid drive unit with a 120mm ep38 polymer cone, a wide surround, a high excursion

handled by an unusual and fairly new tweeter design that Spendor (and others) use in a number of models. It's a 22mm affair with a 'proper' surround and a small l9mm dome. Twin terminal pairs are fitted straight through the enclosure, feeding the drivers via heavy gauge wiring, with high-quality crossover components and careful layout.
SOUND QUALITYThe SP3/1R2 did quite well with our panelists, however, its performance wasn't quite as good as we had expected, given its size and our very positive previous experiences with this model.The reason is probably due to a degree of coloration associated with the peak around l.6kHz that we found during the measurement programme, and which wasn't present on the samples we tested some three years previously. This might only be a small anomaly, but it does stand proud of the response as a whole and is bang in the zone where the ear is most sensitive, so there's some justification for assuming that it may well have been responsible for a mild degree of midrange nasal coloration on voices that the listeners noted.

TECH LABS
Although the Spendor is the largest 
speaker in the group, this doesn't assist 
the bass extension at all, as its port is 
tuned to a relatively high 57Hz. Sensitivity, 
however, is a useful 88dB, exactly 
matching the manufacturer's specification, 
and this is achieved alongside an easy-to- 
drive amplifier load which stays above sx 
ohms throughout.

Disregarding the usual 52 Hz port/ 
room-mode peak and the 130 Hz floor 
cancellation, the in-room far-field 
frequency response is rather impressive 
right through the low-frequency region 
and all the way up to lkHz. In most 
respects the response of these new 
samples looks almost identical to those 
tested three years ago. On this occasion, 
however, the previously flat response 
peaks up significantly at 1.6kHz, which 
tends to emphasise a general unevenness 
1-SkHz. Above SkHz the treble is smooth, 
flat and very well-judged.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi Fi Choice
OUR VERDICTSOUND QUALITY
****VALUE FOR MONEY

****BUILD QUALITY
*****
PRACTICALITY
****

LIKE: Nice coherence and transparency with good stereo imaging
DISLIKE: Priceis significantly higherthan the groupaverage
WE SAY: Balanceis beautifullyjudged and sound is essentially coherentOVERALL

****
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More than words

STUiO IMA* US * SUBWOOfUS Amazingly clean and transparent sound, agility and seamless integration:«srsnwovswBsoooO'
What Hi-Fi Jun 10 • What Hi-Fi Award Winner 2010

'Excellently engineered and finished, the Spendor A9 is a fine loudspeaker with a thoroughly modern appearance and sound quality, with class leading bass power, 

extension, attack and speed. Representing good value and overall performance, the A9 deserves HIFICRITIC recommendation:

Hi-Fi Critic Awards Recommended 20 I 0
'It presents music with a charm and poise that is rare in audio of any price. I would imagine that in 20 years time, when all the shiny 'must have' loudspeakers of

20 I 0 are long forgotten, there will still be a lot of people happily playing music through their Spendor A9s. That's how good they are:

Hi-Fi+ Issue 77 Mar 11 • Hi-Fi+ Best of the Best 20 I I
'Spendor's new A9 is one impressive loudspeaker:

Hi-Fi World Mar I I

SPENDOR
www.spendoraudio.com

http://www.spendoraudio.com


BLIND-LISTENING
STANDMOUNTS ßDAI IDTCCT 

£1,000 -£1,660 GROUPTEST

Totem
Rainmaker £1,100
Canadian manufacturer Totem has built a strong 
reputation with its attractive compact speakers

□ DETAILS
ORIGIN:
Canada
TYPE:
Standmount 
loudspeaker
WEIGHT:
5.8kg
DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD)
173x355x230mm
FEATURES:
• Strong, lightweight 
enclosure
• Small reflex port 
on rear
• Real wood veneer
• Borosilicate 
enclosure damping
• Tweeter dome has 
large rear cavity
DISTRIBUTOR:
Joenit BVBA
TELEPHONE: 
00 3215 285 585
WEBSITE:
totemacoustic.com

otem has the rather 
quaint tradition of 
naming its models 
after the country's

First Nations shibboleths, a 
procedure which is, frankly, 
rather more imaginative than 
most rivals manage.

The Rainmaker is a compact 
standmount, loading its bass/mid 
driver by a reflex-ported enclosure 
of just nine litres capacity. The 
shape is a little unusual, rather 
taller and less deep than most 
speakers of this size and the 
construction is strong, linking 
all the panels with properly 
mitred joints. Yet it's also quite 
light in weight, since mass tends 
to store energy. Totem also adopts 
its own unusual technique in using 
a borosilicate paint to line the 
enclosure and provide some damping.

Our samples came dressed in a 
mahogany veneer, which is attractive 
enough, if a trifle anonymous. Black 
and cherry are the veneer options, 
and satin white is also available.

The top and side front edges are 
slightly rounded, while those 
around the back panel are slightly 
chamfered, giving the whole thing 
a touch of class by emphasising 
the care with which it has been 
put together.

The 140mm bass/mid driver has 
an unspecified moulded cone some

SOUND QUALITY
The Rainmaker unanimously came 
a strong second place in the 
Blind-Listening Group Test, although 
it does seem a little odd that its 
character was decidedly different 
from the company's Arro (see p66), 
which was reviewed separately, but 
around the same time.

The Rainmaker might lack the 
smooth, even tonal balance of the 
Arro, but it's no less entertaining for 
all that. The bass end attracted praise 
for its depth and tunefulness and 
an ability to create a generous 
soundstage, while the speaker showed 
a fine ability to track dynamic changes 
and deliver convincing contrasts.

In truth, it can also sound a trifle 
untidy and sometimes a bit 'splashy' 
with emphasised sibilants. But it's 
also quite coherent and the tendency 
towards untidiness somehow doesn't 
seem to get in the way of the music, 
largely one suspects because the 
strong top end remains quite clean 
and sweet.

However, one listener did point out 
that this strong top could become a 
little fatiguing over time and that 
may well depend on the sources, 
amplification and ancillaries being 
used. Because the loudspeaker is at 
the end of the hi-fi chain, it can prove 
a little too revealing of any 
inadequacies introduced elsewhere. 
The Rainmaker works very well on a

high-quality system, but under some 
circumstances it might prove a little 
too transparent to limitations 
introduced further up the chain.

Fine timing, good coherence and a 
decent helping of dynamic realism all 
provide plenty of compensation for 
the Rainmaker's slightly wayward 
balance. Yes, the broad midband is a 
bit distant and the top end a little too 
strong, but the whole is much more 
than the sum of the parts here and 
the bottom line is that this is a fun 
loudspeaker that's always entertaining 
and informative.

TECH LABS

The Rainmaker delivers a rather unusual 
in-room far-field averaged frequency 
response trace. The bass extension is 
assisted by a relatively low port tuning 
frequency of 38Hz, while the usual 50Hz 
room-mode peak is less severe than 
average here. Under in-room far-field 
conditions average output is around 
87-88dB from 30Hz to 300Hz, but then 
drops to around 84^85dB over the next 
300Hz-JkHz. Output then recovers so that 
the treble proper (4-lOkHz) is up at 86dB. 
Happily, the midband is impressively flat 
and the cro^^rtransition verywll handled.

Given the above unevenness, its hard to 
pick a specific sensitivity rating, so we’ve 
picked a broad average 86dB, somewhat 
below the87.SdB claimed by the 
manufacturer. Furthermore, the amplifier 
load is relatively demanding, twice falling 
to four-ohm minimum at low frequencies 
and the pair match is also a little weak 
through the bass and midrange.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

lOOmm in diameter 
This has a flared 
profile, an integral 
central dust cover 
and a stiffening 
raised edge.
.Although no 
separate grille is 
supplied for the 
complete front 
panel here, a small 
protective metal 
mesh covers the 
tweeter's 25mm 
alloy dome. The 
back panel houses 
twin terminal pairs 
that provide some 
connection flexibility, 
plus a small reflex­
loading port.

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT

LIKE: Fine communicator 
with a lively, transparent 
and coherent character

DISLIKE: Slightly odd 
tonal balance: strong 
treble, warm bass and 
restrained midband

WE SAY: This is avery 
entertainingand involving 
speaker, with fnetiming

SOUND QUALITY
****

VALUE FOR MONEY
*****

BUILD QUALITY*****

PRACTICALITY
****

OVERALL

*****
www.hifichoice.co.uk DECEMBER 2011 y,Cy.e 53

totemacoustic.com
http://www.hifichoice.co.uk


BLIND LISTENING
IDTCCT STANDMOUNTSGROUPTEST £i,ooo-£i,65o

Lab conclusions
Our six standmounts showed little variation in technical specifications, but when it 
came to overall performance, Paul Messenger detected some definite pros and cons
TECH LABS

Similar ingredients inevitably lead to 
very similar sets of test results, so it's 
hardly surprising that this group 
showed little variation in terms of 
such parameters as sensitivity and 
bass extension.

Even the Dynaudio and Spendor 
modelsoffer only minor advantages 
in the rather complex equation that 
invariably links together bass 
extension, sensitivity, port tuning 
and amplifier loading.

The sensitivities of our group 
actually varied by an almost 
insignificant 2dB and even that 
distinction is only an eyeball 
estimate, since in practice sensitivity

varies significantly with frequency and 
can, therefore, only be a rough estimate.

The Dynaudio and Totem do have a 
slight bass extension advantage over 
the others, but that merely reflects the 
fact that their ports are tuned slightly 
lower, at 40Hz and 38Hz respectively. 
Pair-matching proved pretty good 
throughout, judged by the impedance 
curves, though the Totem did show 
minor mid-band variations.

Bass mode peaks and associated 
room effects aside, these speakers all 
delivered rather good frequency 
responses under in-room far-field 
averaged conditions, typically holding 
within +/-3dB or+/-4dB limits over

most of the band. However, while the 
tightest responses such as those 
shown by the Dynaudio and Quadral 
models might be evidence of firm 
engineering control, these didn't 
translate into the best sound quality 
as judged by our listeners.

A major reason for measuring the 
frequency response of a stereo pair 
under in-room conditions is to establish 
the optimum positioning for each 
model. Close-to-wall siting normally 
boosts the 50-1OOHz octave by several 
dB. However, since all the models here 
showed some excess at 50Hz, all were 
used clear of walls and were, therefore, 
often a rather lean 60-120Hz.

TALKING 
POINT

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Under our conditions 
it's possible to 
criticise the bass 
alignments of all 
these models, 
because their port 
tuning frequencies 
tended to be very 
close to a significant 
(roughly 52Hz) gain 
mode. Even with the 
speakers sited well 
clear of walls, this 
combination results 
in a significant peak 
at 52Hz, just above a 
fairly rapid bass roll^ 
off. This unwelcome 
scenario might have 
been better avoided 
by tuning the ports 
to a rather lower 
frequency, or by 
making the port 
tuning adjustable.

Make/model Amphion dalì
Argon 1 Mentor 1

Dynaudio
Excite X16

Quadral
Aurum Megan VIII

Spendor
SP3/1R2

Totem
Rainmaker

Price £1,179 £1,199 £1,080 £1,000 £1,650 £1,100
Sound ★ ★★★★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★★★ ★ ★★ ★ ★★★ ★ ★★★

Value ★ ★★★★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★★★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★★★ ★ ★★★★

Build ★ ★★★★ ★ ★★★★ ★ ★★★★ ★ ★★★★ ★ ★★★★ ★ ★★★★

Practicality ★ ★★★ ★ ★★★ ★ ★★★ ★ ★★★ ★ ★★★ ★ ★★★

Conclusion ★ ★★★★

Superb sonic coherence 
and integration, plus 
well-judged bass, though 
top end is notably restrained

★ ★★★

Veneered finish and very 
classy presentation, but 
sound is a bit lightweight 
and forward

★ ★★★

Beefy standmount has 
plenty of bass power and 
welly, but lacks sweetness 
and can get aggressive

★ ★★★

Fine presentation and 
solid build, but sound is 
rather coloured despite a 
lovely tonal balance

★ ★★★

Classic styling and a 
well-judged balance, 
plus fine coherence, but 
a hint of nasality

★ ★★★★

Fine all-round coherence 
though a shade untidy 
with a notably strong 
top end

Key features

Size(WxHxD)mm 160x310x265 160x320x240 205x350x290 194x357x290 220x400x280 173x355x230

DriverConfig 2-way 2.5-way 2-way 2^way 2-way 2-way

Main driversize(s) lx130mm lxl35mm lx165mm lx135mm lx180mm lx140mm
Stand/floor? 5;and Stand ..... , • 5 C......................"Sta nd Stand ; 5;and : Stand

Cabinet finish Real wood veneer 
.......................................

Real wo odveneer Black lacquer ■ Real wood veneer ■ Real wood veneer : Real wood veneer
Bi-wire? No : No No . Yes Í Yes i Yes

Lab conclusions E = Excellent | AA = Above average | A = average | BA = Below average | P = poor

......... .Sensitivity.. ^ 8!dBA 87dB A ‘ 88dBM 88dBM ‘ 88dBM : 86dBA

Bass Extension 38Hz BA 38Hz BA 26HzA 35Hz BA : 40Hzry : 25HzA

Ease ofDrive +20% AA 0%A1 ; +10% AA 0%A i +20% AA i -30%P

Overallfrqntybalance +20% AA + 10%A +20% AA + 2?«/oM 0% A . +20%ry

Responsesmootiwess +20% AA ^O^ A +20% AA ........... : +2?%« 0% A +20% ry
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BLIND LISTENING
STANDMOUNTS ADAI IDTCCT 
£i,ooo-£i,65o GROUPTEST

Blind-listening verdicts
Paul Messenger and the panel were impressed by all the models tested, 
but it's the clever Finnish design that takes the honours

ALTHOUGH THE INDIVIDUAL voices 
weren't entirely unanimous, the 
Blind-Listening Group Test panel 
showed pretty good agreement about 
the pecking order in this group of 
speakers. The six models assembled 
here show such great similarities to 
one another in terms of bass/mid 
driver size, enclosure volume and port 
tuning, that our modest measurement 
regime provided relatively little 
discrimination, over and beyond 
obvious tonal balance differences.

The main qualitative differences in 
the sonic performance of the various 
models seem to lie both at the low- 
frequency end of the spectrum and 
in the crucial integration of the drive 
units close to the presence band. 
However, the treble output in relation 
to the midband also determined the 
character of each loudspeaker.

11 was the fine presence coherence 
through the crossover zone that really 
put the Amphion Argon 1 on the top 
of the pile. That major strength is 
underpinned by a tidy, clean bottom 
end that imbues the music with a real 
sense of purpose.

The most obvious criticism of the 
Argon 1 is that its top end is rather dull 
and certainly some listeners might 
well prefer a rather brighter top end. In 
which case the Totem Rainmaker could 
well fit the bill. It achieved a strong 
second place in the listening tests and 
also has a decidedly strong top end - 
or one could describe it as a slightly 
too-restrained midband. Whatever, it's 
an entertaining and communicative 
speaker, but can sound a little untidy 
at times.

The Spendor came third, and also 
has plenty going for it, with fine overall 
coherence and arguably the best- 
judged relative treble level, though 
some midrange nasality attracted 
criticism. It's the largest speaker in the 
group, which might be why its price is 
rather higherthan the others.

The Quadral and Dynaudio both 
deliver sound quality that is notably 
solid and well balanced, though both 
suffered somewhat from colorations, 
and neither won over the panel in 
consequence. The DALl's rather 
lightweight and forward character also 
failed to excite the listeners.^

THE WINNER IS...

THE AMPHION ARGON 1 not only 
topped the lists during the Blind­
Listening Group Test, it’s also one 
of the most attractive looking. It’s 
all due to an exceptionally slim 
front view and a nice aesthetic
balance between the main bass/mid driver 
and the tweeter’s waveguide.

Alhough the walnut veneer on our review 
samples isn’t a particularly pretty example 
of the type, several alternatives are available 
and the painted white and black versions look 
particularly tasty.

Sonically speaking, the seamless presence 
integration and the consequential overall 
coherence are its main strength. Timing 
is invariably good and stereo images are 
precisely focused with 
accurate positioning.
Add in a tidy, clean and . " j .
purposeful bottom 
end (which might lack 
weight, but avoids 
thickening effects) 
and you have a surefire ©
recipe for success.

For a complete system solution based around our Blind-Listening Group Test 
favourites, look no further than these recommendations...

TURNTABLE:
Roksan Radius 5.2 and Nima tonearm £1,399
A stylish and shapely turntable that has undergone 
painstaking refinement over the years, the current 
Radius 5.2 is usually packaged with its metal/ 
acrylic unipivot Nima tonearm. While not entirely 
free from coloration, it delivers a sound quality with 
notably superior rhythm and pace, alongside fine 
stereo imaging.

CD PLAYER:
Rega Saturn, £898
This stylish top-loader has a unique and quite recently 
developed CD drive mechanism that has more memory 
than most, the better to read the data accurately, as well 
as a clever 'ball chuck' to grip the disc with minimal 
inertia. The result is a very clean and involving sound, 
that is notably free from 'digital character, making an 
unusually attractive all-round package.

AMPLIFIER:
Nairn NAITXS,£1,455
In some respects the NAITXS can be seen as a 'stripped 
down' SUPERNAIT, lacking the digital input and DAC 
facilities. but offering similar upgradeabilityvia external 
power supplies. Though somewhat less powerful on 
paper, it still has more than enough grunt for most 
applications and delivers a persuasive musical 
performance with plenty of sophistication.
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CD 22

VOLUME

of course,
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Who said you can’t have beautiful hi-fi and keen 
pricing? Richard Black looks at Primare’s new 
£l,250-per-box CD and matching integrated

sum. The sound’s t but there’s also no
Still, £1,250 is a keen price although we can’t think of much hi-fi that looks this impressive for that kind of

PRIMÄRE CD22 AND 122
CD PLAYER (£1,250); AMPLIFIER (£1,250)

possible with other models. The basic chassis is common to several Primare products and is based on thick steel sheet - you could probably stand on these without leaving a mark. The front panel is satin-finish aluminium, thick and very well made, complete with etched logo and very well- finished display windows, plus a volume knob that feels particularly solid and businesslike.There’s a pleasing simplicity to the front panel design, too, or at least visually pleasing: we’re going to have to repeat a mild, but heartfelt rebuke we’ve issued to Primare in the past concerning operation of the CD player, as we would really like just a few more functions to be available from the front panel. In addition, since one’s reliance on the remote control is increased, one is more likely to notice that it’s not quite the ■ .• - _ . - ■

Beauty and 
the beat

rimare doesn’t launch Pnew products every day, so we were excited to be offered the first chance to try these newcomers. Replacing the CD21 and 121, they are the company’s budget models, though obviously that’s a relative term.

DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Primare CD22 
and 122
ORIGIN:
Sweden
TYPE:
CD player/integrated 
amplifier
DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD)Both 
430x106x375mm
WHGHT: 
(CD22) 10.5kg/ 
(122) 10.0kg
FEATURES: 
•CD22: Single 
unbalanced output
•Electrical and 
optical digital 
outputs

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk


PRIMARE CD22 AND 122
CD PLAYER (£1,250);AMPLIFIER (£1,250)

such attractive hardware. It does everything, of course (controlling a complete Primare system if you’ve got one), but it just looks a bit, well, cheap and cheerful. End of complaint - one can’t have everything!The CD22 is a conventional beast underneath its top cover, with an audio CD transport (not a CD-ROM one - luckily, those slow, noisy things seem to have fallen out of favour almost everywhere), a control board, a linear power supply with an R-core transformer and a dedicated D-A and audio output board. This last carries most of the mission-critical stuff, including the DAC chip and the upsampling chip or Asynchronous Sample Rate Convertor (ASRC).

RECOMMENDED

è»

www.hifichoice.co.uk

Choice

«S'

—r—-t—------------It’s not at all unusual to find an in a CD player, where they are used both for their digital filtering

“We’ve seldom heard 
energy and detail so 
well balanced in an 
affordable system.”(upsampling) and jitter-reduction properties, but Primare has applied an unusual twist here in offering various upsampling options: none, 48kHz, 96kHz and 192kHz. If‘none’ is selected there is still digital filtering applied by the DAC, though its precise characteristics are noticeably different from those of the ASRC.The really unusual feature is the option of 48kHz upsampling, whichrorth bothering with. There’s ious reason why not, though, i the response in this indeed to thatt upsampling it’s

Hi-Fi

DETAILS
FEATURES:
•122: Single 
loudspeaker output
Four line inputs
• Optional digital 
input board - 
electrical, optical 
and USB inputs
• Preamp and 
recording line 
outputs
• DAC board (£340)
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Karma AV
TELEPHONE:
01423 358846
WEBSITE: 
primare.se

not absolutely identical and it’s perfectly possible that sound will differ a little.For the rest, features are a largely standard set. The player will read data discs with MP3 and WMA files on them and also features a USB-A socket at the rear for USB sticks with the same formats of files. There are digital outputs (electrical and optical) and a dimmable display. Everything is very well assembled, but nothing out of the ordinary.
The switch routineThe 122 is rather less traditional, mainly because of its employment of Class D for the power amplification. In fact, Primare has gone to town on this and developed its own Class D amplifier circuit, something relatively few hi-fi specialists have done as there are some very decent pre­assembled modules available.Primare’s ‘Ultra-Fast Power Device’ circuit reckons to improve on these, not least through the impheations of the ‘ultra-fast’ bit. The claimed ‘instantaneous’ rise time of the circuit may be physically impossible, but it’s a well-established fact that switching power amps work better if they can switch faster and Primare has evidently put some work into achieving exactly that.The other feature that makes this circuit work well is the way the output filter has been integrated into the design, rather than being a separate module added on after the amp proper was signed off as a design. To be fair, some other current designs do this, but it was not always thus and poorly executed output filters probably had a lot to do with the dodgy reputation enjoyed by Class D in its early days. Primare explains that the way the amplifier and filter have been designed together means that feedback around the circuit is constant over the audio band, a highly desirable state-of- affairs in any amplifier circuit and generally quite tricky to arrange.Switching technology is also used in the power supply for the 122, which is a switch-mode type. Again, these have been accused of causing all sorts of problems because the noise they inject into the mains wiring, but it ain’t necessarily so; and it’s hardly as if conventional transformer-based supplies are blameless either. This supply circuit benefits from ‘power factor correction’, which to some extent alleviates the noise and makes the amp a much friendlier load on the mains supply.
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DCWICIA/C PRIMARE CD22 AND 122REVIEWS CD PLAYER (£1,260); AMPLIFIER (£1,260)

Q&A...
WE SPOKE WITH PRIMARE 
MANAGING DIRECTOR
LARS PEDERSEN

HFC: Tell us about UFPO - what 
singles it out from other Class O 
solutions available?
LP: lt's an audiophile Class D. The 
limitations of conventional Class D 
are well known: while it's great for 
bass, distortion rises with frequency 
because it can't control feedback, 
which is the essential motor of Class D 
amplification. With UFPDwe found a 
way to expand the operating window 
to encompass the range of audibility 
and beyond, while keeping distortion 
very low and feedback and impedance 
stable. This means it can drive any 
speaker while maintaining accuracy.

Compared with 'traditional' Class A/ 
AB designs, does Class O potentially 
after higher quality or is it simply 
more power-efficient and sonically, 
at best, comparable?
With UFPD Class D we've demonstrated 
that ifyou keep the loop gain stable 
you can achieve extremely low- 
distortion across the audio band and 
the result is superior to conventional 
ClassA/AB designs. It's not as warm­
sounding as conventional designs, 
but when you analyse it, the 'warmth' 
is an illusion of distortion. More 
conservative listeners may have 
difficulty in accepting that: but quite 
simply, they're encountering very low 
distortion, perhaps forthe first time.

Switch-mode power supplies are 
knoown to generate mains noise. What 
has Primare done to counter this?
I nconjunctionwith UFPD, Primare uses 
an isolated PFC (Power Factor Control) 
technology in the power supply, which 
controls the current from the mains 
voltage so that it is a pure sine wave 
with the same frequency and phase 
as the mains voltage. This means that 
even if 1,000 watts is taken from the 
mains, other equipment in the room 
will not be affected. The isolating stage 
of the convertorworks in a ZVS [Zero 
Volt Switch] mode and, as a result, the 
switch flanks contain a lower quantity 
of harmonics, providing lower EMI 
(Electromagnetic interference) and a 
clean environment forthe amplifiers 
to work in.

CLASSD 
AMPLIFIERS come 
in various flavours. 
The essential point 
that distinguishes 
them from the more 
familiar Class A/B 
types is that instead 
of modulating 
the electrical 
voltage in a linear 
fashion, so that 
it represents the 
acoustic waveform 
at all times, they 
chop it up so that 
it averages that 
same voltage. When 
we say 'average', 
we mean over a 
very short time - 
microseconds, 
in fact.

This is the same 
idea used in digital 
audio, though 
Class D isn't strictly 
digital. Actually 
that's a very fine 
point, down to 
the way in which 
it chops up the 
signal: a true digital 
product chops it into 
fixed-time segments, 
while Class D has 
infinitely variable 
segments. The 
end result is the 
same, though, and 
while it's far from 
intuitively obvious 
that decent fidelity 
can be achieved, 
the theory behind 
it is solid.

CONNECTIONS

O
Digitalinputson optional Fouranalogueline*
extra board level inputs

^LP: Unbalanced output

O
B?th normal types of 
digitaloutput

TALKING 
POINT

O
 Record (fixed-level) 
and preamp (volume 
controlled outputs)

O
RS232socket allowfor 
integration in home 
automation system

Input provision on the standard I22 
is modest at just four, all unbalanced 
analogue. However, an optional 
module is available that adds three 
digital inputs, one each electrical, 
optical and USB, making this a rather 
well-connected amp. Usefolly, the 
USB input is 'isochronous', in other 
words it's one of the modem breed 
that tells the computer how fast 
to send data, completely avoiding 
the need for it to synchronise to 
the incoming data stream and 
removing at a stroke the main 
source of jitter in USB digital audio 
streaming. It handles sampling 
rates up to 96kHz and word lengths 
up to 24 bits, so it's a genuinely 
audiophile component.

Both I22 and CD22 are well built, 
neatly assembled on multiple circuit 
boards with good-quality components 
but no fancy 'boutique' parts. Socketry 
is decent rather than outstanding.

TECH LABS

RESULTS AT A GLANCE: CD22 CD PLAYER
Excellent

Above 
average 
Average

Below 
average

Poor
t^^ 

(OdBFS): 
1.905Vrms (L); 
l.887Vrms(R) 
Outputs are 
strong and 
reasonably close

^^:
(OdBFS): 0.002%;
0.02%(-20dBFS);

2.02%.(-60dBFS), 
Channels perform 
remarkably close 
at impressive levels

1^^  ̂
20Hz-20kHz
+/-O.lOdB 
(+/-O.lOOdB
L,+/-0.103dB 
R) LP:ceptional 
response for 
theCD22

@lOkHz(Lto 
R):-88d8;(R to 
L):-88dB.
Verygood 
separation and 
solid parity

I^LP:
96dB.
Remarkable 
dynamicrangefor 
thePrimare

O
 Speakerterminals 
accept4mm plugs, spade 
terminals or bare wire

O
USB socket for memory 
stick, MP3 player etc.

Matched to perfection
Obviously, we were inclined to keep 
the two units together for most of our 
listening sessions and we had no 
reason to regret that. They seem very 
well matched in practically every 
respect and the sounds they made 
individually, when heard through 
familiar reference kit, had more than 
a hint of family likeness. In other 
words, you can safely assume that 
the following comments apply not 
only to the combination, but also to 
each component on its own, unless 
specified otherwise.

One's first impression of this pair is 
of good energy. It's not the last word 
in liveliness, and some may regret 
that, but there is a such a thing as 
too much energy in an honest 
sound-reproduction system (we've 
all heard systems that border on the 
simply manic) and Primare has 
stopped well short of crossing the
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PRIMARE CD22 AND 122 DEViEIA/CCD PLAYER (£1,260); AMPLIFIER (£1,260) REVIEWS

122amplilier CD22 CD player

O
 Switch-mode power 
supplywith power 
factor correction

O
Common-modeoutput 
filters

O
Main switching(output) 
transistors on 
smallheatsinks

O Mutingrelays

^0 Mainoutput filters

^0 Digital-input board O
 Low-power switch- ^0 R-coretransformer

mode supply for remote for audiocircuits
control etc.

O
Gap in groundplane 
between digital and

O DAC chip

analogue circuit segments

O
 Power supply smoothing 

and regulation

O
 Transport and error­

correction logic circuits

line into that territory. What you get is a lively rendition with clearly defined rhythm in all its constituent elements, but no sense that the music is in danger of rushing away.
A question of balanceAt the same time, the more subtle aspects of sound such as detail and imaging are very well attended to. Indeed, we'd go so far as to say that we've seldom heard energy and detail so well balanced in an affordable system.We were particularly aware of this neat balancing trick when listening to a recently bought CD, of the Canadian piano virtuoso Marc-Andre Hamelin playing some of his own compositions. He plays so many notes per second that it's quite a tall order for a hi-fi system to reproduce them all clearly and we've heard one or two that manage that, but lose the

overall shape of the music. In this case, however, we were able to hear with great precision, not only which notes were going down, but where the general progression was leading and what the piano itself sounded like.In similar vein, a couple of very familiar rock recordings seemed unusually clear, both as regards the drum kit underlay and the sense of the lyrics. The songs really seemed to have purpose and direction, while the way the structure had been built up vertically was also beautifully clear.So with all this praise floating about, is there also a downside? Well, although the balance of both units seems exemplary across the midrange, there's a hint of dryness in the high treble that just slightly detracts from the sweetness of well-recorded high frequencies. In addition (and this applies principally to the I22), the bass isn't always quite as extended as

LQ
HOW IT 
COMPARES

TECH LABS

RESULTS AT A GLANCE: 122 AMPLIFIERExcellentAbove average AverageBelow averagePoor ^SIGNAi.-TO- TI-I) ^PHASE
^NOiSE ^RATIO: (lkHz,8ohms)20Hz-20kHz 94W(0.1%THD) (20Hz • 20kHz, 0.1%.High lkHz-0.025+/-0.2dB. Largest into8ohms. AOOghOOghed)91dB. reading, but degrees. Low-deviation occurs Clean until Low distortion mostly2nd frequencythataround 10Hz distortion leaps maintains a harmonic isn'tmaintainedfrom 0.005%to stunning at-60dB.A throughout0.2%THD+N S/Nreading clean distortion the spectrum

There's no shortage 
of comparisons 
around this price. 
£1,250 is bang in the 
middle of today's 
midrange for both 
amps and sources.

As alternatives 
to these units. you 
might, for instance, 
look at the Creek 
Destiny units 
(£1,400 CD, £1,600 
amp), a shade dearer 
but oh! so civilised 
(in a ^go way, though) 
and while the 
Primare sound may 
be more immediate, 
Creek probably just 
slightly has the 
edge in resolution 
and extension.

Dividing the 
budget differently 
Rega's Saturn CD 
(£898) and Elicit 
amp (£1,595) offer 
large soundscapes 
with great impact 
and immediacy. 
Units from the 
Roksan Caspian 
range (£1,600 each) 
would be among 
the strongest 
contenders, if rhythm 
and timing are your 
main concerns.

None of these 
makes currently 
includes a digital 
input board for the amp, 
but you could add a 
DAC from, for instance, 
Cambridge or Arcam 
for a similar sum to 
the Primare add-on.

some. We recalled some truly seismic bass from the I32, though in the company of its peers the I22 is hardly bass-shy. Imaging depth isn't quite the best ever, but again for the price it's really very fine. Which could stand as a summary of both units, really! •
Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT: CD22
SOUND QUALITY
*****VALUE FOR MONEY
*****

BUILD .

*****FEATURES
****

LIKE: Excellent balance between timing and detail
DISLIKE: Operation from the front panel is inconvenientWE SAY: Positively aspirational externally, the CD22 packs plenty of performance and will not disappoint

OVERALL

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT: 122SOUND QUALITY
****VALUE FOR MONEY
*****BUILD QUALITY
★ ★★★★FEATURES
***★

LIKE: Energetic, no loss of precision and environmentallyengaging
DISLIKE: Bass doesn’t quite have the reach of some; images could use a little more depth
WE SAY: An attractive unit with more than a hint of the true high end

OVERALL

****j
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Twin- 
engined
Audio Note has a range of new arms for its well- 
established TT-2 turntable. Ed Selley finds out 
if two motors are betterthan one

A udio Note is best known for its extensive range of valve amplifiers and digital products, but ithas been producing turntables and vinyl accessories for many years. The current range consists of three turntables, three new tonearms and a range of moving-magnet and moving-coil cartridges. Tested here is the middle of the range TT-2 (numerically at least, the TT-3 is an altogether different beast), with a brand new Arm One and !QI! moving-magnet cartridge.The TT-2 itself has been in production for some time in basic black for £1,290, but is now available in a

£2,200 Deluxe version tested here with real-wood veneers. The unit is a 
ful plinth-type design with a three- point suspended chassis placed within it. Parts of this basic design date back a very long way and the TT-2 could be regarded as a heavily evolved Dunlop Systemdek in some regards.
Act in balanceWhere the TT-2 Deluxe differs from virtually every other deck on sale is in the use of a pair of AC motors to spin the acrylic platter instead of one. The motors are mounted on opposite sides of the spindle and the theory goes that the two motors act in balance to completely reduce 

□ DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Audio Note TT-2 
Deluxe turntable 
(£2,200); Arm One 
tonearm (£655); 
IQll- phono cartridge 
£420).
ORIGIN:
UK/Austria
TYPE:
Belt drive turntable
DIMENSIONS:
(wxhxd)
470x170x360mm
WEIGHT:
4 kg (approx)
FEATURES:
•Twin motor belt 
drive turntable
• Three point 
suspension
• Captured unipivot 
tonearm
• Choice of real wood 
veneers
• Moving magnet 
cartridge with high 
quality copper coils, 
aluminium cantilever 
and diamond stylus
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Audio Note UK
TELEPHONE:
01273 220 511
WEBSITE:
audionote.co.uk

oscillation at the spindle, which is passed on to the platter. This is a difficult engineering process because if there is any variation in the motors, instead of improving playback they will exaggerate the oscillation further. Audio Note pair-matches every set of motors to ensure they behave the same and pays close attention to the chassis design to ensure that the two motors work in harmony.The £655 Arm One is all new and a welcome addition to the ranks of sensibly priced tonearms. It is part of a three-strong range (see Talking Point opposite) and uses a single machined piece of aluminium for the arm wand and a second machined section to house the 'captured unipivot' bearings.The combination of 'Rega-mount' fitting (still referred to as such, despite Rega not using it anymore) and an easily adjustable VTA means it should work well on a variety of decks. In this instance, our sample arrived mounted on the Deluxe with !QI! cartridge in place and required no adjustments.The £420 !QI! is part of Audio Note's moving-magnet cartridge range and is an uprated Goldring design that uses higher-quality copper coils and a diamond stylus to obtain a much improved
60 llFICholce DECEMBER 2011 ^ww.hifichoice.co.uk
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performance over the stock model. Audio Note phono stages are generally moving-magnet designs and the IQ series precludes the need for an external step-up transformer to obtain the required levels of gain.
High standardAfter extracting the TT-2 Deluxe from its packaging, first impressions are good. At a price point where some very large and very shiny designs are available, the Audio Note can look a little sober by comparison, but the TT-2 has
CONNECTIONS

“Musicality is a difficult concept to pin down exactly, butthe Audio Note has it in spades”much to commend it. The fit and finish is excellent and the veneering, in particular, is of a very high standard. The TT-2 is not an especially heavy design, but still feels solid and well constructed. The unit is also supplied with a Perspex cover which is always a welcome addition.

The suspension is locked into place with a transit screw and removing it will allow you to level up the suspension via the three bolts at the suspension mounts. String the belt across the two pulleys and set the platter and the deck is ready to go. With the recommended tracking weight on the cartridge, we found the deck was a little sensitive to footfall when placed on a rack, but switching to a wall shelf eliminated this, so would be the better option if available. With the noise of twice as many motors

THEARM ONE is the 
least expensive in 
a trio of new Audio 
Note arms. All three 
arms share the 
same bearings and 
metal, but differ 
in their internal 
wiring, with the 
Arm Two and Three 
using progressively 
higher-quality Audio 
Note silver wiring_

The IQll cartridge 
is also part of a 
trio of externally 
identical cartridges 
identified by 
progressive 
improvement to the 
coils. This 'level 
system' is a key 
part of Audio Note 
design practice and 
allows you to select 
components that 
are intended to form 
effective systems. 
The Arm One 
seems entirely 
capable of handling 
other types of 
cartridges, however.

O
IQll moving­
magnetcartridge O

Coppertonearmcable- 
silver in both Two and Three O

Heavycounterweight with 
wide adjustment range

'Captured unipivot" bearing
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REVIEWS AUDIO NOTE TT-2, ARM ONE AND 1011
DELUXE TURNTABLE (£2,200); TONEARM (£6&&); PHONO CARTRIDGE (£420)

o Armboard o Sub-platterO
Two opposed motors for 
improved balance

O
 Transit screw to lock 

suspension in place O
Cavityundertheplinthfor ^O Adjustingpoints 
tonearm lead out for suspension

as usual to suppress, the TT-2 is also impressively quiet.If the TT-2 is a pleasant surprise, the Arm One is something of a revelation. This is an immaculately finished and well thought out unit that is as good as anything we have seen under £1,000. Changing cartridges is extremely simple and it seems able to cope with any cartridge it is likely to be partnered with. The cueing action and the general arm movement suggest the bearings are excellent as well.
Persuasive caseWith the suspension level and the output connected to the internal phono stage of an Audio Analogue Verdi Cento, the TT-2 makes a very persuasive case for itself. The first impression is of an extremely low-noise floor With the deck earthed correctly, there is almost no background noise at any volume level and no hum whatsoever.The two motors allow the platter to spin up to speed almost instantly and the perceived pitch stability is excellent.Sonically, the TT-2 is a muscular and powerful performer. It manages to sound effortless across a wide variety of music and is possessed of excellent pace and timing. Up tempo recordings are delivered with real urgency and this is

underpinned with a tight and potent bass that starts and stops with aplomb and underpins the performance. Slower and calmer recordings still benefit from this innate timing without sounding forced or hurried.While the twin motor design is specifically intended to combat oscillation, like the multiple motor Voyd designs from the 80s and 90s (which Audio Note went on to build themselves), there is a sense that the twin motors also bring something to the sound as well. There is a pace and energy that the Audio Note has that adds considerably to the performance as a whole. There is also a technical argument that multiple pulleys would combat oscillation as effectively as multiple motors, but whether the deck would still possess this beguiling energy is unclear.Further up the frequency range, the combination of deck, arm and cartridge combine to give an open and airy sound with strong tonality and good detail retrieval. The soundstage is not as wide as a Michell Gyrodec and even after extended running in, we found the IQII to be slightly bright, but not unworkably so and nothing that thoughtful phono stage matching wouldn't accommodate.

HOW IT 
COMPARES

THE MOST CWSELY 
matched product in 
terms of pricing to 
the Audio Note we 
have seen recently 
is the much heftier 
Pro-Ject RPM 10.1 
(HfC348). The Pro^ 
Ject is an altogether 
more imposing deck 
and has exceptional 
tracking ability, but 
it lacks some of the 
life and energy of the 
Audio Note.

Our 2011 awards 
winning Michell 
Gyrodec SE is less 
expensive as a basic 
turntable and offers 
some of the same 
pace and excitement 
as the Audio Note, 
but cannot match it 
for bass extension. 
The Michell is able 
to accept a variety 
of arms, including, 
of course the Audio 
Note ones.

Musicality is a difficult concept to pin down exactly, but the Audio Note has it in spades. It generally manages to get toes tapping and heads nodding and leave you enjoying the music rather than analysing it. This is not to say that there is any lack of detail or focus, but the presentation as a whole is more important than the constituent parts.Vocals are generally excellent and there is a real sense of the space a recording was made in. Towards the end of our listening session, we substituted another moving-magnet cartridge in the form of a Clearaudio Virtuoso and not only was this simple to do (thanks to the Arm One), we found that the slight brightness was tamed without affecting the substantial low end and rhythmic ability, which are clearly innate to the deck and arm.
Musical enjoymentThe TT-2 Deluxe is a very fine turntable and one that impressed us considerably. Due to its very distinctive design, Audio Note equipment can often work best in the context of an all-Audio Note system. While we don't doubt that this turntable would sound excellent in this context, it works equally well outside of this as well. You could be one of the most passionate advocates of solid-state imaginable and still find the superb timing and wonderfully open presentation to your liking. Separate to the entire package, the Arm One is a very welcome addition to the ranks of sub-£1,000 tonearms. This is a beautifully built and very well thought out design that should work well with a variety of cartridges and turntables.There are many turntables at this price point that offer much more visual drama than the TT-2, but few of them can match it for sheer musical enjoyment. The Audio Note, therefore, is a winner. •

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY
*****
VALUE FOR MONEY
****'
BUILD QUALITY

****'
FEATURES
****

LIKE: Powerful and engaging sound 
DISLIKE: Sensitive to footfall; manual speed change only
WE SAY: A wonderful turntable with great sound and considerable flexibility, thanks to an excellent tonearrn

OVERALL

****j
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breathing real life and space into the music and movies you love

Ceritech Audio
Wales 0844 736 5719

Studio AV
Eton 01753 631000

Audio Councel 
Manchester 0161 491 6090

O'Brien HIFI
London 020 8946 1528

Rayleigh HIFI
Rayleigh 01268 779762 

Chelmsford 01245 265245 

Southend 01702 435255

Loud & Clear 
Glasgow 0141 22 ) 0221 

Edinburgh 0131 555 3963

Moorgate Acoustics 
Sheffield 0114 275 6048



twenty Twenty Year Warranty

twenty series, the next generation of beautifully elegant, 
handcrafted, British loudspeakers from PMC. Four stunning 
new models that reveal every nuance, every breath, 
every element that brings music to life - pure musicality

^^nty^22

ttwennty^21
twenty-23

musicality(n.)the property of sounding like music twenty-24

Book a demonstration - see www.pmc-speakers.com
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www.pmc-speakers.com
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I CON AUDIO STEREO 20PP DE1/IEIA/C
I INTEGRATED VALVE AMPLIFIER £600 REVIEWS

20gives 
plenty

C DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Icon Audio Stereo 
20PP
ORIGIN:
China
TYPE:
Integrated valve 
amplifier
WEIGHT: 
lOkg

Icon Audio has taken its cue from the Leak 
Stereo 20 for its latest entry into the budget 
valve market, says/ason Kennedy

eside the Quad II, the 
Leak Stereo 20 (ST20) is 
one of the most sought 
after British valve amps

of yore. Introduced in the mid-fifties 
by HJ Leak, it sold in substantial 
numbers for over a decade, but today 
even unrestored examples cost more 
than Icon is asking here.

The Stereo 20PP's circuit is based 
on the original ST20 and uses the 
same output valves in a push-pull 
configuration. It only delivers 15 
watts per channel, but as any glass 
audio enthusiast will tell you, it's not 
how much power you have, but how 
you use it that counts.

Major influence
The Stereo 20PP is not a copy 
of a Leak ST20, which had valve­
rectification and a slightly different 
line-up of double triodes - all 12AX7s 
(ECC83), rather than the two on 
either side of a 12AU7 (ECC82) in 
the 20PP However, the company has 
used a very similar circuit in this 
amp's front end, along with EL84 

pentode output valves in an 
ultralinear configuration for the 
output stage and this gives it the 
right to cite the ST20 as a major 
influence. With the popularity of 
triode-output amps in recent times, 
this more efficient Class NB topology 
has been overlooked, so it's good to 
see it making a comeback.

The amp's plus points include the 
use of point-to-point wiring rather 
than a PCB, which is generally 
considered a good thing.

Headphone benefit
We don't know of any other established 
brands that offer a valve amp at this 
price, so it would appear to be pretty 
good value. You can, of course, get 
far more power for your money from 
a solid-state alternative like the 
similarly priced Rega Brio-R, (HFC 
352), which has the luxury of a remote 
control and runs significantly cooler.

It looks pretty smart with its acrylic 
valve cover and shiny black 
paintwork, although the quality of 
the socketry on the back panel is 

more indicative of the asking price. 
The amp has three line inputs and a 
record output, alongside small three­
way speaker terminals. On/off switching 
is on the side at the back and there is 
a headphone output on the front.

DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
310x200x270mm
FEATURES:
• Power output: 
15w/8ohm
• Line inputs: 3
• Ultralinear 
push-pull
• ELSA pentode 
output valves
• Headphone output
• Optional triode 
operation
DISTRIBUTOR:
I con Audio
TELELPHONE: 
01162440593
WEBSITE: 
iconaudio.com

Excellent pace
With a mere 15 watts on tap you 
theoretically need an unusually 
sensitive speaker to get any level out 
of this amp. Fortunately, the nature 
of clipping in these amps is very 
relaxed and, in practice, it can drive 
real-world speakers to decent levels 
without sounding uncomfortable.

It's power limitation is most 
apparent in the bass, where things 
seem distinctly rolled-off compared 
to the Brio-R, for instance. Treble is 
also a little restrained, but the musical 
goods are delivered in a vety appealing 
fashion by the rest of the band. Here 
it has excellent pace and can produce 
a surprisingly deep soundstage. Image 
height is limited as a result of the 
smoothed treble, but you can hear 
right into recordings nonetheless.

What it does well is to focus 
entirely on the music, with a fluidity 
and coherence that even expensive 
transistor amps struggle to deliver. 
And, as is usually the case with 
valves, it's also good at tone, enriching 
the timbre of voices and instruments 
in a very appealing manner.

Sweet sound
The Rega Brio gives you more energy 
and vitality, along with a distinctly 
wider bandwidth, but doesn't have 
such a sweet midband. The 20PP will 
sound best with any speaker that has 
a better-than-average ease of drive, 
but if your room isn't huge its 
push-pull nature means that it can 
cope with most sensible designs.

We found it immensely musical, if 
not hugely revealing, but at this price 
there is always a trade-off and it's 
one that has been well-judged in this 
homage to a British classic. •

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

****
VALUE FOR MONEY
*****
BUILD QUALITY

***
FEATURES
***

UKE:A taste of valve 
fluidity, pace and 
musicality, at a very 
affordable price

DISLIKE: Runs hot and 
has limited bandwidth

WE SAY: Focuses on 
the heart ofthe music 
at the expense ofthe 
tonal extremes

OVERALL****
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TOTEM ARRO DEWIRA/C
LOUDSPEAKER £2,02& REVIEWS

Arrotakes 
flight
Totem's super-slim new Arro is a beautifully 
made speaker. PaulMessengergets close up 
and personal with the Canadian rocker

ell established Canadian 
manufacturer Totem takes 
its name from - and 
tends to name its models

after - elements of that country's 
First Nations culture, though quite 
where Arra comes from remains a
little obscure. Perhaps it simply 
reflects the fact that the speaker itself 
is unusually straight and slim, albeit 
devoid of point or flights. Whatever, 
few serious speakers manage to look 
more discreet and self-effacing, 
especially in the highly reflective 
(and very fashionable) high-gloss 
black of our review samples.

The various high-gloss options sit 
at the £2,025 end of the price range, 
costing a very hefty premium over 
the regular veneered examples. 
However, these versions are also 
alleged to offer a worthwhile 
performance advantage (a claim 
we were unable to verify).

The very real difficulties of making 
an exceptionally discreet and 
compact floorstander, that retains 
adequate physical stability, are 
dealt with in some detail in Talking 
Point opposite. The short version is 
that the small supplied plinth does

help a little, but adding optional (not 
supplied) mass is really required if 
stability is an important issue.

The alternative (and claimed 
superior) floor-coupling arrangement 
involves a Totem accessory called a 
Claw, which sells in packs of six 
(three per speaker) for £330. These 
chunky solid aluminium pieces - one 
at the front, one at each rear side - 
again don't do a great deal for the 
physical stability, but they certainly 
look good when installed and also 
hold the promise of lower enclosure 
coloration. A tripod is always 
superior to a four-spike arrangement 
in ensuring good floor contact and, 
in this case, the Claws use substantial 
steel ball bearings between themselves 
and the floor, ensuring a measure of 
decoupling as well as contact.

Small is Beautiful?
Both the drive units used here are 
unusually small, factors that enable 
the front view to be exceptionally 
slim and which will contribute to a 
very wide dispersion. The tweeter 
has a 19mm doped-fabric dome and 
a relatively low frequency of 
fundamental resonance; part of its

□ DETAILS

PRODUCT:
Totem Arro
ORIGIN:
Canada
TYPE:
Floorstandingtwo­
way loudspeaker
WEIGHT:
4.5-9kg
DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
130x850x180mm
FEATURES:
• Reflex bass loading 
via small rear port
• 19mm doped-fabric 
dome tweeter
• 114mm bass/ 
mid driver with 
sandwich cone
• Two pairs of chunky 
multi-way terminals
• 2.4kHz hard-wired 
crossover
• Choice of real 
wood or high-gloss 
painted finishes
• Supplied plinth
• Optional 'Claws' 
(£330)
DISTRIBUTION: 
)oenitBVBA
TELEPHONE: 
07740 284459
WEBSITE:
totemacoustic.com

The 19mm doped-fabric dome tweeter and the bass/mid driver are located close together 
which complements the use of a slim cabinet enclosure

ONE CONSEQUENCE 
of makingoneofthe 
least visible and 
most discreet serious 
hi-fi speakers on the 
planet is that it has 
an exceptionally 
small and narrow 
footprint, so is 
potentially physically 
very unstable. A 
small matching 
spike-equipped 
plinth is supplied, 
together with a 
yellow variation on 
the Blu-tack theme to 
attach it effectively 
but not too rigidly to 
the enclosure. Even 
using this plinth 
gives a far from 
generous footprint 
and feels far from 
stable, so the option 
to add dry sand to 
mass-load the lower 
section of the 
enclosure will be well 
worthwhile for long 
term use.

faceplate is cut away so that it may 
be mounted as close to the bass/mid 
driver as possible.

The main driver has a l l 4mm 
chassis and uses a cone of 
unspecified sandwich construction 
just 75mm in diameter. This bass/ 
mid driver is loaded by the 
uppermost part of the enclosure 
and a small reflex port, the latter 
tuned to around 52Hz. (There was 
some variation between our two 
samples here, one recording 50Hz 
and the other 54Hz for their 
respective port resonances.)

Neatly presented with gently 
softened and chamfered edges, 
the Arro weighs around 8kg, so 
it's a quite lightweight affair, 
presumably deliberately so because

"The Arro justifies 
its price through the 
sheer subtlety if its all­
round performance."
low mass leads to low-energy 
storage. However, the enclosure 
construction leads to high stiffness 
and Totem is particularly proud of 
the fact that it uses mitred joints, a 
technique that considerably increases 
the surface area and hence the strength 
of the joints. Another unusual technique 
is the use of a borosilicate (glass) 
lining as a form of enclosure damping.

Gentle crossover filter slopes indicate 
that the Arro uses a minimalist 
network. This is hard-wired and fed 
from two pairs of terminals, so may 
be bi-wired or bi-amped if the brass 
links are removed.

Subjective Surprises
As with other Totem speakers 
previously encountered, the Arra has 
a few surprises up its sleeve. Despite 
the small enclosure and main drive 
unit, room measurements indicated 
that the Arro was best placed well 
clear of walls, because the port tuning 
frequency coincides with a prominent 
mode in our listening room.

Another unexpected and impressive 
feature is that the sound shows quite 
superb consistency, irrespective of 
the position of the listener in relation 
to the speakers. This is unusual for 
a speaker with gentle crossover 
slopes and consequent wide driver 
overlap, attesting to the considerable 
refinement of the crossover network.

Such a very compact speaker 
inevitably has some limitations in 
terms of bass weight and loudness 
capabilities, but within those 
constraints this is a quite outstanding ►
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DEVIEIA/C totem ARROREVIEWS LOUDSPEAKER £2,025

loudspeaker that does nearly everything else exceptionally well. The beautifully neutral, smooth and well-judged tonal balance is probably the most obvious feature, but the low enclosure coloration and fine stereo imaging are equally worth mentioning.The bass might not be the deepest or most even around, but it remains agile and well timed, and the fact that it can provide a decent degree of punch when required makes it more convincing than the bare ingredients might tend to suggest.
Claws outWe were quite sceptical that 
replacing the little plinth with the
TECH LABS
RESULTS AT A GLANCE

O
Low resonance 
tweeter has a small 
19mm doped fabric 
dome diaphragm

O
Bass/mid drive 
unit has a very 
small75mm 
diameter diaphragm 
of sandwich 
construction

O
Separatedecoupled 
spike-equipped 
plinth is primarily to 
improve stability

O
 Small upperporton 
the rear provides 
reflex bass loading. 
Lower port is for 
adding mass-loading

©
Twin terminal 
pairsprovidefor 
optional bi-wiring or 
bi-amping

O
Varioussurface 
finish options 
include veneers 
and several painted 
alternatives

Claws would make much difference and it, therefore, came as a rather pleasant surprise to find that they really do work, successfully 'cleaning up' the sound and removing some residual 'thickening' coloration in the upper bass and lower midband.The Arro is perfectly acceptable when used with its regular plinth, but on the end of a high-quality SOO-series Nairn system, the Claws certainly demonstrated a worthwhile advantage. A key strength of this speaker lies in its fine delicacy; incorporating the Claws simply improves the performance.The bottom line is that the Arro has an excellent dynamic range, so that

THE ARRO COVERS 
a wide price range, 
from £1,295 right up 
to £2,025 depending 
on finish. Our high- 
gloss black review 
sample sits at the top 
end of that range, 
which apparently 
also offers some 
performance 
advantage. It also 
means that it's a 
little more costly 
than an impressive 
collection of 
floorstanders that 
include the £1,699 
per pair DALi IKON 7 
Mk2, the PMC GBli 
(£1,525), the 
Dynaudio M3/7 
(£1,299), the Bowers 
&WilkinsCM8 
(£1,250), the Rega 
RS7 (£1,685), the 
ProAc Studio 140 
Mk2 (£1,690), and 
the Audiovector Ki3 
Signature (£1890).

To justify its price 
premium, the Arro 
has several things in 
its favour. It's the 
smallest and most 
discreet, with the 
very fashionable 
high-gloss finish. 
Most importantly, 
it's also unusually 
smooth and well- 
balanced, which is its 
major advantage.

delicate and subtle low-level information comes through without obstruction, yet at the same time dynamics themselves are vigorous and realistic, albeit without quite the grip and drama of larger speakers.Indeed, the only thing that's obviously lacking here is a measure of authority and gravitas, which is only really noticeable with certain forms of music - organ, large scale orchestral and heavy rock or dance material. Even these don't exactly upset the speaker, it's just that the Ano doesn't quite do them full justice.However, the Arro does a superb job of simply getting out of the way and letting the sound communicate the messages that the musicians intend. While much of this is due to a performance that's unusually vice-free and neutral, one shouldn't ignore the very real bonus of the Arro's exceptional crossover integration. This not only gives a degree of coherence that's rarely encountered outside of single-driver systems, it also supplies the off-axis consistency that's an essential ingredient in creating true neutrality and superior imaging.
Aesthetic eleganceWhile it's certainly true that many significantly larger floorstanders are available for much lower prices, that doesn't mean that they offer a superior musical performance. In fact, the Arro justifies its not inconsiderable price through the sheer subtlety of its all-round performance, which essentially combines the very real advantages of a miniature standmount with the extra bass heft and aesthetic elegance of an ultra-compact flmrstander.It's not exactly the perfect loudspeaker - the pair matching and dynamic drama might have been better - but precious little else merits criticism. And the fact that it's such an attarcative little speaker is a major bonus. •

Hi Fi Choice

Rated bythe manufacturer atjust87dB, our far-field in-room regime indicates 88dB
^^^^: Around 35Hz, but peaking up around the 50/54Hz port­tuning frequency should help subjectively

OFSensitivityis decent enough, buttheamplifier load falls to a ratherdemanding fourohms or less in the bass and lower midband

Despite some limitations, the overall frequency balance is very good, holding within +/-3dB above130Hz
Room interaction introduced some unevenness below 130Hz, but the response holds within +/-3dB right across the band

OUR VERDICTLIKE: Sweet and smooth sound, with superb voiced band coherenceDISUKE:Quitecostlyfora speakerwith limited bass weight and authorityWE SAY: This verycompact speakerissonicallyvery refined, with brilliant vocal expression and coherence

SOUND QUALITY

****
VALUE FOR MONEY

*****
BUILD QUALITY

*****
EASE OF DRIVE

***'
OVERALL
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shown left: shown right:shown center:

COME & LISTEN
Our NEW dedicated 
l istening room is now 
open. Please call 
01623 857 707 to 
make an appointment.

WHY pay more?
Proxima2 SpeakersCD-1001 CD Player

A-55T Integrated Amp
100.49 Speakers
CD100CD Player
Class A100 D3 Integrated Amp
AP100 Power Amp

M4

"This brand will sweep 
you oH your feet" 

International Edition

M Choice
"Sweet and smooth# 

4.5/5 - ALTAN VIII

M5

M1BASE

M2

HLfl WORLD

EES

i 'Tuneful bass ... Tweeter 
scintillates ... Impressively 
built and finished off for 
the priceH - ORKAN VII

"Absolutely fantastic"
CHROMIUM STYLE 5.1

"Real fidelity at an 
affordable price" - 5/5 

PLATINUM M4

hi-finews 
HIGHLY 

.COMMENDEDNEW

PLATINUM M

finest
masterpiece

Why quadral? All our speakers are designed to 
work with any component and intentionally 
tuned for a typical furnished home. Add 
fantastic value and glowing reviews and you've 
got the ultimate all round sound investment.

DEALERS: LONDON: Tea, London. SOUTH EAST Sound Advice (Essex). 
Premiere Home Cinema (Essex), RJR Custom Installations (Cambridge), 
SOUTH - Weymouth HiFi (Weymouth). SOUTH WEST AV Bristol (Bristol). 
MIDLANDS: Audio Attair (Birmingham). Sound Academy (Walsall). 
Home Cinema and Beyond (Birmingham). Gear 7 (Solihull), SHROPSHIRE: 
Creative Audio (Shrewsbury), NORTH WEST Ambient AV {Northwich), 
Cherry Electronics (Bolton), NORTH EAST: Harrogate Home Cinema 
(Harrogate). Konnectiv Technology LTD (Sheffield). Novatech (Leeds). 
A 1 Sound (Sheffield), Audio Elevation (Doncaster). NOTTS: John Kirk 
HiFi (Beeston Nottingham), Forum HiFi Visual (Sherwood Nottingham)

t: 01785 748 446
e: info@quadralgb-ie.co.uk w: www.quadralgb-ie.co.uk

quadrai
HiFi I Surround Speakers

mailto:info@quadralgb-ie.co.uk
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"In short, the K2 system delivers musical delicacy and drama 
in flawlessly balanced proportion... That it looks so polished 
and presentable is an added bonus."

- Hi-Fi Choice, January 2009

K2 Series by Roksan Audio

The M2 Stereo Power Amplifier is available in most Roksan M2 Stockists, from now!

RECOMMENDED

Ne

M2 Series byRoksanAudio

"The Roksan has solid stereo imagery and helps the ear 
interpret delicate ambient information ."

- Hi-Fi Choice, November 2010 (Integrated Amplifier and CD Player)

ROKSAN

Roksan Audio is distributed in the UK by Henley Designs Ltd.
Web: www.henleydesigns.co.uk - Tel: 01235 511 166 - Email: sales@henleydesigns.co.uk

http://www.henleydesigns.co.uk
mailto:sales@henleydesigns.co.uk


AUDIOLAB 8200CD DEWIEIA/C
CD PLAYER £730 REVIEWS

Flexible 
friend
Audiolab’s superb 8200CD gets new filter 
options and internal upgrades: Richard Black 
reckons its value remains unbeaten

t's just a year since we 
first encountered the 
Audiolab 8200CD 
(HFC340), which we

quickly came to consider one of the 
finest sensibly priced CD players 
we've had the pleasure of testing. 
Although there's no hint in the 
nomenclature that anything has 
changed, Audiolab has, in fact, 
recently put a few tweaks and 
upgrades into the design, so a 
re-test seemed in order.

As the main photograph shows, this 
is basically a CD player like any other. 
Take a squint at the back, though, 
and you'll see that it's not quite so 
normal: it has digital inputs 
(electrical, optical and USB), as well 
as the more common outputs. This 
makes sense. Once a manufacturer 
has gone to the trouble of building a 
nice high-quality DAC and output 
stage into a CD player, why not add a 
few sockets, some digital receiver 
circuitry and a couple of buttons on 
the remote to add all the functionality 
of a standalone DAC? You can use it 
to upgrade older digital-output 
sources, your home computer, your 
digital iPod dock etc.

DAC's it!
That high-quality DAC, in this case, is 
based on a chip from ESS which 
claims performance at the 32-bit 
level. We're inclined to treat such 
claims with scepticism as inevitable 
electronic noise will limit that to a 
much lower figure in practice, but 

the more detailed specifications from 
ESS certainly supports the assertion 
that this is one of the highest- 
performance DACs on the market. 
And it includes a feature which 
Audiolab has expanded in this new 
version - selectable digital filters.

The options offered by the original 
are all still there (slow roll-off, sharp 
roll-off, optimal transient, optimal 
spectrum) and have been joined by 
minimum phase and two subtle 
variants on optimal transient, 
suffixed DD and XD.

In other news
Other changes are mostly in the 
power supply, where various 
components (including the mains 
transformer) have been replaced by 
higher-performance parts and the 
display has also been improved.

The insides of the player are 
impressively full, not least with 
meticulously regulated power supply 
circuits, while the back panel sports 
both unbalanced and balanced 
analogue outputs.

Lots to like
Our original review of the 8200CD 
was fell of praise for its energy, 
vitality presence and 'togetherness'. 
Nothing we said back then seems to 
be invalid here and we continue to 
regard this as a particularly satisfying 
digital player. At the same time, it 
never draws undue attention to small 
details, always keeping them in 
proper proportion and putting the

□ DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Audiolab 8200CD
ORIGIN:
UK/China
TYPE:
CD player/DAC
WEIGHT:
7 kg
DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD) 
445x80x305mm
FEATURES:
• Unbalanced 
(phono)and 
balanced (XLR) 
analogue out
• Digital out 
(electrical and 
optical)
• Digital in (2x 
electrical, 2x optical, 
IxUSB)
• Max. input sample 
rate 176.4kHz 
(electrical), 96kHz 
(optical and USB)

• Can control media 
player on PC/Mac 
via USB
• CD-Text
DISTRIBUTION:
Audiolab
TELEPHONE:
01480 447700
WEBSITE:
audiolab.co.uk

main focus on the overall musical 
effect. Frankly, it's delightful.

But the different digital filter 
options are fascinating. We have 
never been quite convinced, 
subjectively or technically, by the 
merits of slow roll-off filters, including 
'optimal transient' and we still reckon 
that 'optimal spectrum' is the most 
informative in the long run. Minimum 
phase is well worth a listen, though, 
having a slightly more immediate 
sound, though for our tastes it's just a 
touch bright and seems to lack the 
last word in imaging precision.

Listening to algorithms
As for the various implementations 
of optimal transient, we found 
them very similar to each other, 
with a consistently upfront and 
rhythmic sound, which nevertheless 
does seem to change minutely 
from 'regular' to XD to DD. In all 
honesty, though, we're not sure 
we could consistently identify 
which is which and indeed in some 
tracks we could hear no repeatable 
difference at all, while our preference 
in other music went from one 
variant to another. In other words, 
nothing dramatic.

Bur we'll never criticise a 
manufacturer for adding flexibility, 
at no added cost, to an excellent 
product. By any reckoning this 
remains a stonking piece of kit, a 
great value CD player only enhanced 
by being a great value DAC. Bravo! •

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY
*****
VALUE FOR MONEY
*****
BUILD QUALITY
*****
FEATURES
*****

LIKE: Energetic sound 
with preciseimaging 
and new insights into 
familiartracks

DISLIKE:Rather slow 
seek function

WESAY:AcrackingCD 
player and DACthat looks 
great, does lots and 
sounds fantastic

OVERALL 
A A A A A *****
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T+A's

TONE
MODE

router, it can also get access to music stored on your computer network that's accessible to a uPnP server, so that's another source covered.
□ DETAILS

PRODUCT:
T+A E-Series Music 
Receiver

MUSIC RECEIVER

T+A E-SERIES
MUSIC RECEIVER £2.690

home hubWith the functionality of a server, a CD player, a tuner, a DAC and an amp, T+A's latest could free up any equipment rack, says Richard Black

ORIGIN:
Germany
TYPE:
CD player/streamer/ 
receiver
WEIGHT: 
lOkg

DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
440x120x390mm
FEATURES:
•CD transport
• Ethernet and
wireless server+A is one of those company's that takes care not to make the products that others are making.Obviously in the fine details that's true of most manufacturers, but here we're talking about quite substantial differences. Music streamers are becoming quite familiar and the idea of the receiver is as old as the hills; T+A has brought these concepts together with a few other features to create an impressively flexible system that basically does everything you could want from a hi-fi system, except turning electrical signals into sound - you'll still have to buy speakers (perhaps from

T+A

cccc
DISC RADIO 

REC

10 Tracks
My CD

T+A, which offers a few models) for that task.
Many routes to the musicRunning down list of ways in which you might access music, the receiver offers CD (there's a transport built in), FM radio and Digital radio. Now, if by that you mean DAB, then the answer's 'no'. However, unless you are among the last diehards with no internet connection, you'll surely prefer internet radio which, in most cases, offers more choice in better quality than DAB, so make that a 'yes' after all.Naturally, since the Receiver connects to the internet via your 

• FM tuner
• USB connection 
to music player (inc. 
iPod)
• Sx digital inputs (3 
electrical, 2 optical)
• Digital output 
(electrical)
• Headphone out 
(mini-jack, front 
panel)
DISTRIBUTOR:
Acoustic Brands 
Limited
TELEPHONE:
07917 431 280
WEBSITE:
taelektroakustik.de

Connect up with an Ethernet cable and you can play high-res files; wireless connection is also available but doesn't guarantee higher-than- CD bitrates (though we did actually manage to play 24-bit/96kHz WAV files wirelessly).Portable music player? Yes, there are two USB-A sockets at the rear, for USB hard discs and portable players of all kinds, including Apple models.(That's digital iPod connection, of course, being USB - analogue via USB is physically impossible so this way you know you are getting the bits, all the bits and nothing but the bits.) LP? This is the only flat 'no' - but then you can buy a variety of very decent LP preamps for under 
£500, some for under £100, so it's not hard to add this as an upgrade. The Receiver has three line-level analogue inputs, so you can also connect your cassette deck and open-reel recorder.Almost superfluously, there are five digital inputs. Obviously it's great to be flexible, but we're not sure we could imagine having that many sources. Freeview box, satellite
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receiver, DVD player, DAT, MiniDisc? Only the most encyclopaedic gear­head will ever run out here. There are also various ways of getting outputs, apart from the speaker terminals. There are 'recording' and 'line' outputs, which are basically the same thing, plus 'pre', which tracks the volume control.
In controlIt would be hard to control this lot without a fairly sophisticated user

interface and, accordingly, there's a large graphics display on the front of the Receiver, that shows up to three lines of text with the active line shown in larger type, plus various bits of ancillary information. That's good, but we have reservations about how everything is controlled. Both front­panel and remote are rather confusing, with buttons requiring short or long presses for various functions and labelling that isn't always as clear as one might wish. 'SRC'? 'SCI'.?

MUSIC RECEIVERE£2,690 REVIEWS

TALKING 
POINTONE OFTHE long­
standing arguments 
against receivers 
is that the various 
functions can 
interfere with each 
other electronically 
- basically, noise 
generated by one bit 
(such as the radio 
tuner head) may 
interfere with other 
bits. That's certainly 
a valid point. 
Indeed, as Lothar 
Weimann points out 
in his answer (see 
p74) to our question 
about wired versus 
wireless LAN 
connection, it's 
still an issue. 
But it's becoming 
less ofone as the 
years go by.

Part of the 
reason for this is 
the decreasing 
physical size of 
circuit modules, 
which makes them 
less likely to radiate 
unwanted radio 
waves. The FM head 
in this unit is minute 
and theWLAN 
circuitry is on a tiny 
circuit board.

But, perhaps, even 
more importantly, 
modern circuit­
designing software 
allows designers 
to check on 
noise-generating 
potential and 
minimise it before 
even a prototype 
is constructed. 
And indeed, we 
were not aware 
of any ill effects 
from the Receiver's 
multitudinous 
circuit blocks during 
our testing.

The trouble is that we've been spoiled, as far as user interfaces are concerned, by the absolutely delightful Logitech Squeezebox (HFC 
351) with its full-colour touch screen. Having seen what's possible we're much more inclined to be intolerant of awkward controls and unclear labelling. This Receiver isn't bad and it did Uust) pass the test of basic operation without reference to the manual, but we could imagine it done better, especially at this price.Build quality is very good, with the satin-finish aluminium top and front being no surprise; you may raise an eyebrow at the use of plastic for the side panels, but this is, we reckon, rather a shrewd move. It's a very nice-looking plastic, for a start, and it doesn't mark easily, a strong point in
"The concept is 
a winner and the 
performance never 
less than decent."its favour compared with wood, for instance. Underneath the unit, feet are eschewed in favour of felt- covered ridges, which help the unit sit very securely on any surface. Sockets at the rear are very well protected by a substantial overhang from the top cover. Actually, that makes them basically impossible to access from the top, but we imagine most users of a device like this won't be plugging and unplugging equipment all the time.
Digital equalityWith so many options available, we tried to give each one a fair tum, but seemed to end up spending rather more time with computer-stored

CONNECTIONS

O
 Line-levelanalogue 
inputs and outputs

o Digitaloutput ^0 Speakeroutputs

O
FMantennaconnection 
on US-style F socket O

Plentifuldigital 
outputs O

USBsocketsforall 
kinds of devices
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REVIEWS M+ASEC RECEIVER £2,890

O
Torodial mains transformer 
for power amp section O

 Switch-mode power supply 
for digital and control 
sections

O
 Digitalinput receiver 

and DAC circuitso FM tuner section

files. It's not that they sounded dramatically clearer, nor that there was more choice that way it's just yet another illustration of how the fully connected life is making us all alarmingly lazy That said, we'll get up and change CDs happily enough if they sound better!But they don't, in this case at least. Indeed, there's no reason why they should, all else being equal. We store all our music in lossless format, so a properly functional digital connection should deliver them to the DAC at the heart of a unit in identical fom1 to that read off CDs. Maybe there's the occasional hint of bias towards one flavour (Ethernet, Wireless ^LAN, digital input, CD) or another, but in every case when we thought we spotted something it was so small and intangible that we ended up regarding them all as equal. The only one that seemed slightly below par
TECH LABS

RESULTS AT A GLANCEExcellentAbove average AverageBelow averagePoor
96W0.1% THD) into8ohms.In line with the manufacturer's specifications

^^^: llkHz, 8 ohms) 0.08%.Good distortion figureforthis output level
20Hz-20kHz+/0.4dB.Solid parity between channels

@ 10kHz (LioR):-68dB; R to l): -74B.Reasonable separation atlOkHz
90dB. Dynamic range is well maintained forsuch a busy system

SOUND QUALITY
****
VALUE FOR MONEY 
★ ★★★

BUILD QUALITY

*****
FEATURES

*****

O
 Analogue preamp board, 
with power amp board 
hidden underneath

O
Microprocessorand 
control units

was the optical digital input, which for some reason struck us as a touch subdued in the detail department, but even there it was pretty marginal.Detail would tend to be where one notices any change in sound, because this unit's just so darn good at it. By any standards, its powers of analysis are prodigious and it can get right inside familiar recordings and bring out things one didn't know were there.There's something of a downside, though, in that the sound can sometimes seem a little clinical and detached. Searching for the root cause of that, we realised that the integration between bass and higher frequencies is not quite perfect. In turn, that's down to a very slightly lazy quality to bass, which doesn't quite have the energy and attack of midrange and treble. It's not something one comes across very often and it's not major, but it does 

WE SPOKE TO Lothar 
Weimann, head of 
R&DatT+A
HFC: There are plenty 
of off-the-shelf Class 
Damp modules 
available. Why did 
T+A decide to build 
its own?
LW: Simply because 
we could not find an 
off-the-shelf amp 
that really met all 
our requirements, 
so eight years 
ago we developed 
our own Class-D 
technology. Our 
approach differs 
in manyways 
from the Class-D 
mainstream. The 
distortion spectrum 
ofour amps is 
very similar to a 
good analogue 
amp. We also use a 
traditional torodial 
transformer power 
supply instead 
of switch-mode 
PSUs, because 
transformers don't 
show hard current 
limiting.
HFC: Why is there no 
USBsocket 
to connectto 
a computer?
LW: We prefer S/PDIF 
for digital audio 
signals because 
of better noise 
and interference 
isolation between 
computer and audio 
equipment. When 
needed, an external 
USB/S/PDIF dongle 
can be used.

HFC:Apartfrom 
hi-res files, are there 
any advantages to 
wired LAN connection 
that would justify the 
trouble of running 
wires around the place?
LW: When using 
a wired LAN 
connection we 
switch off all the RF 
components in our 
devices resulting in 
less high-frequency 
interference.
Running a W-LAN 
means more work 
for the processor, 
resulting in less 
idle states and in 
even more digital 
interference.
AwiredLAN 
means higher 
performance, 
higher bandwidth 
and higher 
reliability -so 
thisiswhywe 
recommend it.

have some effect on one's perception of a whole musical event.
Al the same, we found plenty to like in this unit's presentation. As is often the way, it seems more at home with some musical styles than others and we found it most successful with the highly structured world of classical music, but also very convincing in big-scale rock. Some folk music seemed at the other extreme and it didn't do very much for heavily processed contemporary pop music either. At best, though, the Receiver created some very lifelike symphonic and operatic sounds, as well as truly epic-scale glam and prog rock.Incidentally, FM reception is really rather special. The Receiver needs a pretty strong radio signal but, given that, it has very clean and clear sound that recalls some of the better FM tuners we've reviewed over the years. Al the same, we'd prefer internet connection for many major stations.

The sum of its partsSumming up a unit like this is bound to be hard, principally because of the lack of comparisons. If you tried to get together separate CD player, server and radio sources and put them together with an amp of similar rating, you'd have trouble assembling anything of comparable sonic attainment, and it would obviously waste a lot more space in your home and probably require more remote controls.On that basis, value is very good, but we still have some reservations, looking at the issue of control and ergonomics as well as listening to that slightly disjointed bass. In the end, though, the mere concept is quite a winner and performance is never less than decent, so we'll give the E-Series Music Receiver a warm welcome, with compliments to T +A for a job well done. •
Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT

LIKE: Excellent bass extension; clean midrange and treble
DISLIKE: Bass doesn't always have the attack of midrange and treble
WE SAY: Fewsingleunits offer as many features. Attractive on both practical and sonic grounds

OVERALL

****j
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“k boy’s dream has become true. I am most happy with all the sonic results...” 
A.J. van den Hui

For more on the quest for 3T, visit henleydesigns.co.uk or vandenhul.com.

The entire range of 3T cables is now available through these specialist retailers:
Acton Gate Audio (Wrexham) - 01978 364500
Analogue Seduction (Peterborough) - 01733 350878
Audio Affair (Birmingham) - 0845 869 3237
AV Distribution (Bacup, Lancs) - 01706 878444
Eric Wiley (Castleford) - 01977 556774
Hi-Fi Cables (Worthing) - 01903 210212
Hi-Fi Gear Ltd. (Gloucester) - 01452 306412
Sound Cinergy (Aldridge) - 01922 457926

Adams & Jarrett (St. Leonard On Sea) - 01424 437165
Audible Fidelity (Daventry) - 01327 301006
Audio Venue (Ealing) - 020 8567 8703
Divine Audio (Desborough, Northants) - 01536 765531
Future Shop Ltd. (Borehamwood) - 0208 9051555
Hi-Fi Sound (Stockton-on-Tees) - 0845 6019390
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COCKTAIL AUDIO X10 SEV/IEtAfCMUSIC SERVER SYSTEM £349 REVIEWS

Potent 
Cocktail?

□ DETAILS
PRODUCT:
CocktailAudioXlO
ORIGIN: 
Korea
TYPE:
Music server system 
DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
180x98x147mmNewcomer Cocktail Audio has a high-value music server that's also high on features.

Jason Kennedy remains shaken, however
he Cocktail XlO is positioned to take on the Brennan JB7, but adds a raft of extra features andconsiderably greater hard-drive sizes from SOOGB to 2TB. It's a compact unit that can rip CDs in a variety of formats including WAV and FLAC. It also streams both wired and wirelessly (with an optional £29 dongle) and can use this connection to stream net radio and music from drives on the network. Alternatively, two USB inputs allow for a simpler set up and to top it all it's an amplifier with a single line input and a 60-watt maker's rating.

Heavily festoonedThe Cocktail's 3.5-inch LCD screen looks as if it's touch-sensitive, but the presence of buttons on the case top indicates otherwise; control is achieved with a heavily festooned handset that takes some familiarisation because there are so many features.Ripping to the onboard drive - which can be changed by the user - 

is pretty straightforward, so long as the unit can find the appropriate metadata. You can put titles in yourself, but it's a slow process. We like the variety of formats it can rip to and the fact that you can choose to do this slowly for quality or quickly for convenience. The net radio is also good, with access to an almost limitless number of stations and an easy system for presetting them to favourites - just one button-press. We're less enthused about the drone of the hard drive, however, which is disappointingly noisy.
Two terabytesSo how does the distributor Selwyn Audio do it for the price? Most obviously it avoids the cost of metal casework. The XlO is a distinctly insubstantial device - the heaviest part is probably the mains transformer that sits in the powerline.However, you can get 2TB of storage for £429, less than the price of SOOGB in a Brennan JB7, so it's good value for a FLAC solution.The back panel has plenty of connections, but RCA phono sockets

WEIGHT:
1.4kg
FEATURES:
•Storage: 500GB 
(1TB, 2TB options)
• Formats: MP3, 
FLAC, WAV, WMA, 
MC,M4A,PCM, 
OGG, M3U, PLS

• Display: 3.5-inch 
TRLCD
• Specified power: 
60 watts
• Includes: net radio, 
wired and wireless 
streaming, iPhone/ 
Android control
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Selwyn Electronics
TELEPHONE: 
01732 7^5157
WEBSITE:
cocktailaudio.com

are not among them. Line out is via 3.Smm mini-jack and digital out via TOSLINK. The latter is the path to audio quality; if you have a separate DAC, but this unit is really designed to be standalone and so the sptingclip speaker terminals need to be used.Set up is reasonably straightforward, both wired and wireless connections require only a password for the LLAN to get going. It’s possible to get metadata without a web connection using the FreeDB database, but this will require updating if you rip new releases.
Totally captivatedOnce we had got used to the operating quirks of the Cocktail, we listened to its line output which is volume controlled. Being a mini-jack cable, options are limited, but the result is engaging and sufficiently revealing to keep you entertained, if not totally captivated. It's not in the same league as a Squeezebox Touch and we'd be surprised th it outperformed the Brennan's line output, but given the features doesn’t do a bad job.Things are rather less rosy when using the XlO's own amp, which lets the side down with an uncannily thin balance and strangely old-fashioned sound. As this is the way that the Cocktail is most likely to be used then its something of an issue.
Drone drawbackWe wouldn't expect a unit of this price to produce great sound, but the amp really does let down an otherwise capable design. If this were its only shortcoming, you could hook it up to an amp or DAC to get pretty entertaining results; it does after all play 24-bit/96kHz files and has plenty of storage space for the money. But the drone of the drive is a big drawback and one that continues in standby. Less critical is an apparent inability to play AAC streams on net radio and an inconsistent approach to displaying artwork. •
Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICTSOUND QUALITY
***VALUE FOR MONEY
***BUILD QUALITY
**FEATURES
*****

LIKE: Lots of drive space for the money, digital and line out soundDISLIKE: Constant droning noise, pooronboardamp, plastic case
WE SAY: Impressive storage space, but i t's a basic amplifier and noise i s a negativeOVERALL

***
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99 of a kind

Following on from the success of the GyroDec Odyssey, we are delighted to be introducing 
the new limited edition Gyro SEduction

Finished in the unique 'blue steel' and black finish, the Gyro SEduction combines many of the upgrades offered to the 
standard Gyro SE such as HR Power Supply, matching record clamp and black TechnoArm.

With only 99 units available world-wide, be quick to secure your unique opportunity to own this Gyro SE Super Deck.

For further information or to find your nearest stockist, contact

MICHELL ENGINEERING
Tel: 020 8953 0771 / E: info@michell-engineering.co.uk

www.michell-engineering.co.uk

mailto:info@michell-engineering.co.uk
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DENON. DNP-720AE DCVICIA/C
NETWORK AUDIO PLAYER £429 REVIE^vS

Denongets 
on stream
Denon has entered the network audio player 
market with an inexpensive, iPod-friendly 
player. Malcolm Steward streams his tunes

he Denon DNP-720AE is 
quite a late arrival at the 
network player party, but 
it compensates for its

tardiness by bringing with it a 
genuinely useful gift: Apple Airplay, 
to cater for those who keep their 
music library in iTunes and that is an 
extraordinarily large group of people. 

Despite the number of services and 
features it offers, the appearance of 
the player is delightfully simple. The 
fascia contains only an on/off button, 
a push button for input selection, a 
rotary cursor control, which will be 
familiar to iPod users, and a centrally 
mounted, three-line, Organic 
Electroluminescence Display.

Slight Restrictions
In terms of features, the DNP-720AE 
is not as thoroughly equipped as its 
Denon and Marantz stable mate, the 
Marantz NA7004. For example, the 
DAC in the DNP-720AE is not available 
to external components and it is 
restricted to playing 24-bit/96kHz 
files and below; the NA7004 DAC 
will connect to other sources and 
work up to 24-bit/192kHz.

The DNP-720AE can handle MP3, 
Wm, AAC, FLAC up to 24-bit/96kHz 
and WAV files, so it covers the main 
popular file formats at the moment. 
It, like the NA7004, gives users 
UPnP/DLNA access to network music 
stores on NAS drives, HOD servers 
and computers, internet radio, and 
Lasy.m and Napster services where 
available. It also offers AM/FM

(RDS) radio and can play music from 
an iPod/iPad or iPhone through its 
USB port, or wirelessly by means of 
Airplay. It uses the same port to play 
music directly from a USB drive or 
memory stick.

Other options
Users can control the DNP-720AE 
with the front panel display and 
buttons, the remote control handset 
supplied with the unit, or with our 
favourite method, the Denon Remote 
App for the iGadgets. The latter gives 
by far the best access to your listings 
and makes finding and playing a 
particular track much easier and 
quicker than the other options.

The DLNA- and Wi-Fi-certified unit 
is attractive to behold and built to the 
standard one expects of a player at 
this price. Denon says it has minimised 
the internal circuitry and shortened 
the signal paths to deliver optimised 
sound quality. Two outputs are 
available: an analogue RCA connection 
and a digital TOSLINK output.

Reassuringly rhythmical
The DNP-720AE sounds lively and 
pacy with acceptable detailing on 
the 16-bit/44kHz Luka Bloom 
album, Acoustic Motorbike. It gives 
a similarly enjoyable performance 
on Shawn Calvin's easy-going, but 
upbeat album, A Few Small Repairs, 

sounding confidently tuneful and 
reassuringly rhythmical. Sound­
staging is realistically portrayed 
with reasonable front-to-back depth

□ DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Denon DNP-720AE
ORIGIN:
China
TYPE:
Network audio 
player
WEIGHT:
2.9 kg
DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD):
434x704x300mm
FEATURES:
• Network set-up 
wizard
• Connections for 
FM and AM aerials
• Internet radio 
configuration 
through radiodenon. 
corn (vTuner)
• Five-stage 
dimmable display
• Party mode: one 
source and four 
player components 
work together
DISTRIBUTOR:
Denon UK

TELEPHONE :
02890 279830
WEBSITE:
denon.co.uk

evident. The performance all­
round improves noticeably when 
we switch to 24-bit/96kHz material.

However, on more demanding 
music, the Denon appears a little 
handicapped by its seemingly 
inadequate power supply. Some 
instruments, such as John Cale's 
piano on the Fragments of a 

Rainy Season album, for example, 
sound watery and lacklustre 
with scarce low-end weight 
and substance.

It certainly seems to lack sufficient 
muscle to cope with the orchestral 
and percussive demands of Varese' 
Ameriques and Ecuatiorial. It 
manages low-end information better 
here than we expected, but lacks 
conviction and authority though the 
mid and upper frequency range on 
this challenging recording.

Curate's egg
The DNP-720AE seems to be a 
curate's egg that would most likely 
be best suited to someone getting 
started with a networked or 
computer-based audio system. It will 
play CD-resolution and 24-bit/96kHz 
rips, along with internet radio.
Anyone wanting more performance 
might want to look at, say, sister 
company, Marantz's NA7004.

Be sure to shop around carefully, 
though, as the lower end of the 
networked audio market is becoming 
ridiculously (in the literal sense of 
the word) competitive. •

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

***
VALUE FOR MONEY

***
BUILD QUALITY

**
FEy.RES

****

LIKE: The elegant 
simplicity ofthe unit 
is appealing

DISLIKE: Performance 
should be more consistent 
and predictable

WESAY: Performance 
can be good. or not so 
good,depending purely 
upon the music you play

OVERALL

***
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Get your 
hits out
This system is the most affordable route into the 
exclusive Meridian club.Jason Kennedy looks at 
the company's everyman solution

□ DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Meridian Audio Core 
200/DSP3200

ORIGIN: UK
TYPE:
Processor 
preamp and 
active speakers
WEIGHT:
DSP3200 8.5kg
Audio Core 200 2.7kg
DIMENSIONS:
Audio Core 200 
(WxHxD) 
280x91x280mm
DSP3200 (WxHxD) 
244x320x246mmeridian Audio is a high- end company with a difference, its products are largely dependent onbeing used within a complete Meridian system in order for them to 

be able to do everything in an extensive list of features.The new DSP3200 is the least expensive active speaker in the range and it has been designed to be exclusively used with one of the 

company's control units, be that a preamp/processor, CD player or a Sooloos music server. It has the same proportions as the mid-treble part of the range-topping DSPS000, but contains completely different drivers and electronics. It's the latter that mark this out as not merely an active speaker, but a DSP-controlled design where everything is done in the digital domain. The Audio Core 200 pre/processor is the most affordable entry point to Meridian control. It's effectively a preamplifier, albeit one with analogue, digital and dock
FEAnJRES:
(Audio Core 200) 
• Digital inputs: 2x 
coaxial, 2x mini- 
optical, USB, 
•Analogue inputs: 
2x RCA phono, 2x 
mini-jack, i80

inputs and outputs that are dedicated to Meridian active speakers.
Room-correcting systemThe DSP3200 speaker has more functionality than almost any other active design we've reviewed.
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MERIDIAN AUDIO CORE 200 AND DSP3200 
PROCESSOR/PREAMP (£1,500); ACTIVE SPEAKERS (£3,750)

It gives end users eno1mous flexibility 
when it comes to installing the speaker 
in the modern home, where there 
are always factors that undermine 
optimal positioning.

Other manufacturers make room­
correction processors that combine 
with passive loudspeakers, but this 
introduces an extra variable over the 
Meridian model, because the processor 
has to compensate for the non­
linearities in the speaker and in the 
room. In many ways the Audio Core 
200 and DSP3200 form a room­
correcting system. They don't measure 
the response of the room and try to 
compensate for its irregularities, but 
the amount of set up variation they 
offer allows the user to tailor the 
final balance to a similar degree.

The Audio Core 200 can be used 
to adjust the DSP3200's balance, so

"It's a well thought- 
out solution with 
considerable 
technological clout."
that it will work either in free space, 
against a wall, on a bookshelf or 
even in a corner where bass is 
naturally amplified. And if you prefer 
there is the option of adjusting tonal 
balance with a Baxendale-style tilt 
control, which offers considerably 
more subtlety than the usual bass 
and treble approach.

Another common problem is that 
you can't always sit in the optimal 
stereo sweet spot. The Meridian 
approach is to use a bit of level change 
with a lot of time delay, fractionally 
holding back the output of the nearest 

□ DETAILS
• Outputs: Meridian 
Speakerlink, 
headphone mini-jack 
(DSP3200)
• 2-way sealed 
enclosure
• Drivers: 
bass-165mm 
polypropylene, 
mid/treble-85mm 
aluminium cone
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Meridian Audio
TELEPHONE:
01480445678
WEBSITE:
meridian-audio.corn

speaker to create the effect of both 
speakers being the same distance away.

The DSP3100, which preceded this 
speaker, took a different approach to 
putting Meridian technology into a 
relatively affordable active speaker, 
it was housed in a less-expensive, 
conventionally shaped box, albeit 
with aluminium side panels. But it 
was equipped with S/PDIF digital 
inputs alongside the SpeakerLink 
system. There was also an analogue 
version (M3100), with a balanced 
input. For the DSP3200, Meridian 
has stuck with its preferred cabinet 
design, but omitted non-key features 
such as an S/PDIF input, display and 
infrared remote interface of the 3100. 
The Audio Core 200 is, therefore, 
essential for use with this speaker 
because it supplies signal via
Meridian's SpeakerLink system of ►
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REVIEWS MERIDIAN AUDIO CORE 200 AND DSP3200
PROCESSOR/PREAMP (£1,600); ACTIVE SPEAKERS (£3,760)

Q&A...
We spoke to Meridian's director 
of business Roland Marcom.

HFC: Why use a mid/treble and 
woofer arrangement rather than 
the tried and tested tweeter and 
mid/bass in the DSP3200?
RM.- Primarily this is because we 
wanted to keep the crossover point 
out of the speech band. By using one 
driver to cover the range thatthe ear is 
most sensitive to, we have managed to 
build a speaker that is completely even 
through the critical midband. Meridian 
first developed this technique forthe 
F80 portable where we wanted mid 
andtrebleto betotally coherent, in 
that product there is a subwoofer in the 
back of the unit.

Why use CAT6 for signal?
Speakerlink lets us send balanced 
digital audio up to 96kHz, two 
channels and a communications 
network. With a single connector 
we can get all the data and signal 
to the speaker.

Why do you think that active 
systems are not as popular as they 
might be given the advantages of 
the approach?
Doingthis I meet two types of people, 
those who love the equipment, 
possibly more than they love the 
music thatthey use the equipment to 
listen to, and those who really love the 
music and would ratherthe equipment 
wasn't really there. I think the active 
speaker appeals much more to the 
second type than to the first.

How do these two components 
operate with regard to DSP?
We're able to tell the loudspeaker 
through its DSP where it is and what 
we want it to do. We do this through the 
Speakerlink connection and we can 
tell it how to adjust itsfiltersto suit its 
position, We also tell the speakers how 
far apart they are. We're aware that 
with a compact system the whole thing 
might go on a four-foot-wide shelf, 
but you still want a good wide stereo 
image, so we tell them how far apart 
they are and then we have a width 
control. It's frequency based, but it will 
identify the difference and accentuate 
it. It's an additive low-frequency 
width control.

ITIS 40 YEARS since 
Meridian's founders, 
Bob Stuart and Allen 
Boothroyd, started 
working together on 
audio electronics. 
Their first 
collaboration was 
the iconic Leeson 
pre/power system, 
which has remained 
a design classic 
ever since.

They also worked 
on another stylish 
and mechanically 
ambitious pre and 
power amplifier 
called Orpheus. 
This gave some hint 
as to the way that 
Meridian products 
of today operate 
by having 'desk 
toblerone' shaped 
controls that could 
be rolled away when 
a particular source 
wasn't required.

To celebrate its 
ruby anniversary, 
Meridian has 
released a limited­
edition version 
of its 808 CD player 
and DSP8000 digital 
active loudspeakers, 
complete with 
installation 
by a senior 
Meridian engineer.

O
 165mm polypropylene 
bass driver O

85mm aluminium cone 
formidrangeandtreble O

Heatsinkingfortwo 
75-wattamplifiers 
within the speaker

POINT

CAT6 cable on RJ45 plugs. The Core 
200 controls the speaker's features 
via a simple remote control and front 
panel buttons that allow you to 
access the positioning and width­
control options. The inputs include 
two 3.Smm mini-jack sockets that 
accept both analogue and optical 
digital inputs. There is also a mini­
jack headphone output on the back 
and an mini-DIN input dedicated to 
the i80 iPod dock. Analogue inputs 
are converted to digital and whole 
integer upsampled to a maximum 
of96kHz.

Optimising digital signals
The Audio Core 200 doesn't merely 
convert and upsample incoming 
signals, it also uses Meridian's 
apodising filter to 'clean up' the 
sound (as the specs put it). Essentially, 
it eliminates ringing in brickwall 
filters, which is definitely a good 
thing. This unit is designed to make 
the most out of all digital signals be 
they from a CD transport, a music file 
on the computer or something as 
prosaic as a YouTube stream. It's a 
real world processor that aims to get 
as much music as it can out of any 
signal, whatever the quality.

The iPod dock may not offer a digital 
output, but it allows the Audio Core 
200 to display metadata, which means

O
 Mains and Speakerlink 
connections hidden 
underneath

that you can search and play from 
the listening seat with the remote, its 
logic takes a bit of familiarisation but 
is probably child's play.

It's surprisingly lightweight, this is 
partly because its switching power 
supply sits in a wall wart plug, but 
also because it has a relatively small, 
but beautifully executed moulded- 
resin case, with a deep, piano-black 
finish. Build is clearly first class and 
design of a standard rarely 
encountered in this business.

The DSP3200 is also a superbly 
put together product, its made of 
pressure laminated, birch ply panels 
sourced from slow growing, high­
altitude trees, because this variety is 
more stable. The white lacquer is so 
perfect that you'd never gues that there's 
any wood underneath and yet acts to 
make the cabinet that bit more rigid.

Inside the box there are two 
75-watt power amps, one for the 
polypropylene bass driver and one 
for an aluminium cone mid/treble 
unit. This is, therefore, a full-range 
unit coupled with a woofer, rather 
than a tweeter and mid/bass pairing 
usually found in two-ways - the 
crossover point is at 400Hz.

Free space
The DSP3200 speaker has a 
matching stand which is, as is the
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MERIDIAN AUDIO CORE 200 AND DSP3200 DCVIEIAICPROCESSOR/PREAMP (£1,500); ACTIVE SPEAKERS (£3,750) REVIEWS

O
USB B ports for digital input 
and upgrades

O
Mini-jacksfor3.5mm 
analogue inputs or optical 
digital connections

©
Analogue inputsonRCA 
phono sockets

O
S/PD! Fdigital 
coaxmputs O

i8OiPod dockminh 
DIN socket

O
 Speakerlink inputfor 

connection to other Meridian 
components

O 3.5mm headphone mini-jack

O
 Speakerlink outputs for left 

and right channels

Meridian style, carefully designed for maximum domestic acceptability, yet manages to be practical as well; in this case a single polished leg supports the top plate and hides both signal and mains cables, which connect to the speakers base and thus remain out of view.We bolted the speakers onto these stands, hooked up with the supplied lOm lengths of CAI'6 and were virtually there. It's a simple system that can be expanded with various Meridian Sooloos components to cater for up to a dozen sources, but for the purposes of the review we used a Leema Antila CD player's digital output, an Apple iMac and an iPod Touch.Setting up the speakers is more flexible than usual, thanks to the DSP3200 positioning options, but if you have no limitations then free space is the way to go because it allows for natural imaging without the need to use DSP We did try out the 'width' feature, however, and it makes a distinct difference to the end result, so it's easy to see that in a compromised speaker position you
TECH LABS

RESULTS AT A GLANCEExcellent
Above average AverageBelow averagePoor (OdBFS):0.96Vrms (L);0.99Vrms (R) With no gain in the device the output is barely attenuated

^ll-l>+N:(OdBFS) 0.02%; 0.03% (-20dBFS); 2.6% (-60dBFS) Reflects performance of the headphone amp ratherthan digital link to speakers
20Hz-20kHz +/- 0.17dB.With highersample rates, frequency response extends still further

@10kHz (Lto R): • 74dB; (R to fl-70dB. Expected to be lower still with the digital connection to Meridian's speakers
94dB. Comfortable dynamic range, limited only by the analogue output stage

would not have to put up with restricted soundstage scale. In standard set-up this is a highly revealing system that digs out detail like few others, it is extremely good at low-level resolution and manages to unearth fine sounds that more expensive amplifier and speaker combinations fail to reveal. This is the advantage of keeping the signal in the digital domain for as long as possible - right through the crossover and up to the power amplifier - and using amplifiers that have a direct connection to the drive units.While 75 watts may not sound like a great deal, remember that this is per driver, so in practice you have 150 watts a side. It's not an obviously pacey sound, but there's no getting away from the depth of bass that's on offer and the alacrity with which it can be manipulated. It's probably why this system is so revealing of things like phase (spatial and sonic modulations which we've rarely encountered before) and bass power.We hooked up the i80 iPod dock to test the system's skills at brushing up

MERIDIAN IS ALL 
about system 
integration and 
the Audio Core 200 
and DSP3200 are 
designed to form 
the front of as big 
a system as you 
require. You can add 
a Meridian CD player, 
for instance, or for a 
more contemporary 
approach combine 
the combo with a 
Media Core 200, 
which is a 500GB 
Sooloos digital 
media server that 
can be controlled 
with a Meridian's 
custom app for the 
iPad and iPhone, 
(cost £2,000).

If you want the full 
Sooloos touch screen 
experience, the 
Control 15 has 
a 17-inch display and 
the same amount of 
storage space and 
will set you back 
£4,750. This unit 
also has a ripping 
facility, so that users 
can upload their CD 
collections.

If you want more, 
there are options in 
the Meridian range 
such as the Media 
Core 600 (which is 
designed to form 
the heart of a multb 
room system), it 
can supply up to six 
systems with its 2TB 
of RAID backed up 
HOD storage.

SYSTEM 
BUILDING

less than spectular MP3 material. While there is still a big difference between high and low-res bit rates, even the lowliest are very listenable. One interesting example is a voice and sax piece by Jack Kerouac and Zoot Sims, as the speaker's lack of a crossover in the midband makes for very low coloration which gives voices a depth of character that's rare.
Icing on the cakeMeridian is not your run-of-the-mill hi-fi manufacturer, it's out to bring good sound quality to people who want to enjoy music with the minimum of wires and frippery.That it can do this in a very attractive package that delivers a highly resolute sound is impressive indeed.The fact that these components cannot be mixed and matched is a major reason why it does this so successfully. It's a well thought- out solution to the music lover's needs and the fact that it's a British company with considerable technological clout is the icing on the cake. •

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT

LIKE: Excellent detail, beautiful finish and surprisingly powerful 
DISLIKE: iPod interface takes a bit of getting used to 
WE SAY: A well thought- out system that should win Meridian a lot of fans, even if it doesn't fit into the standard separates modelOVERALL

*****

SOUND QUALITY
****VALUE FOR MONEY
****
BUILD QUALITY

*****FEATURES
*****
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THE YEAR IN MUSIC: 1956

A music historian, ex-record shop guru and 
Production Editor on HFC's annual high-end 
celebration, The Collection, Billy Joel fan 
Simon not only knows music, he lives it 
though his love of vinyl and high-class hi-fi

Did rock and roll leave you all shook up or is it 
now just yesterday's news?'
Email us now: hiifichoice@futurenet.com

Hair bequiffed and lip curled, Simon Berkovitch rocks way back to 1956, the year someone 
had the good sense to unleash the great beast Rock and roll and put the likes of Dean Martin 
and Doris Day out to pasture. "One, two, three o'clock, four o'clock rock"...

pinning the radio dial back an epic 55 years - to January 27, 1956, to be precise - a generation of listeners are justabout to have their ears retuned forever. ElvisPresley's single Heartbreak Hotel erupts over the airwaves and many listeners' perception of pop music is revolutionised in just two minutes and eight seconds.Rock and roll has arrived and nearly six decades later, the waves of that original detonation still reverberate, detectable in any mutant strain of 21st century music that wears its credentials of rebellion on its - naturally black leather - sleeve. Out of all those touched by this new musical movement, it's perhaps Lou Reed, former leader of legendary 60s art-rockers The VelvetUnderground, who best articulates the shock of the new: "If I hadn't heard rock and roll on the radio, I would have had no idea that there was life on this planet," he exclaimed in a 1994 interview. The new, exciting music was 
"The new exciting music was a call to arms to disenchanted 
youth everywhere and also the soundtrack to their 
generational rebellion."a call to arms to disenchanted youth everywhere and also the soundtrack to their generational rebellion - something that was already in the air with the rise of mean and moody actors like James Dean, one of the stars of the same year's epic film Giant.

Long live The KingThe just-turned-21 Presley - henceforth referred to by the ultimate musical brand name, Elvis - definitely wasn't the first artist to make rock and roll (see The Origin of the 
Species on p85), or indeed the first artist to get rock and roll to the top of the American 

pop charts - that accolade goes to Bill Haley and the Comets, with Rock Around 
The Clock, from the hit movie The 
Blackboard Jungle, holding the US number one position for two months in 1955 and number one in the UK both in 1955 and 1956 - but he is certainly the most significant. Kiss-curled Bill just didn't have Elvis' sex appeal or star quality - and most importantly he didn't have that voice. 
As six words howled out of the radio static - "Well, since my baby left me" - popular music changed forever.Elvis was to be the poster boy for the musical movement and the first rock and roller to cross over into the mainstream - and the first to be seduced and ultimately diluted by commercial success. But to measure Elvis's impact on the mainstream, one only has to look at his meteoric rise in 1956, the most important year of his career.The day after the release of what was to be his first number one hit single, Elvis makes 

his first national television debut on The 
Dorsey Brothers Stage Show, enjoying exposure to a massive audience. His first RCA record, Heartbreak Hotel, had raced up the charts neck-and-neck with former Sun label mate Carl Perkins' classic single Blue Suede 
Shoes, as they plunge a flag into the top two positions on the charts in the name of rock and roll.Just a few months later in April, having already conducted a screen test, Paramount Pictures sign the artist to a three-picture deal. In June, Elvis makes his infamous appearance on The Milton Berle Show, outraging and

thrilling the audience in equal numbers with his 'suggestive hip movements' during a performance of Hound Dog. September marks his appearance on The Ed Sullivan 
Show, reaching millions of American homes and earning him the crown of the first rock and roll megastar. By mid-December, 1956, Elvis has broken the record for the highest number of concurrent singles by one artist, holding an incredible nine positions on the Billboard Hot 100 chart.The King' holds this record until 1964, when the next wave of popular music arrives in the shape of The Fab Four - Elvis fans to a man - holding an astonishing 14 positions on the chart, simultaneously. If the 60s belonged to Britain, it's indisputable America owned the 50s, with three little words summing up its dominance over popular music: rock and roll.Fittingly - and financially telling - the year concludes with another first at Sun Studios - the first supergroup. Forget Cream, Blind 
Faith or Emerson, Lake and Palmer: the combination of Jerry Lee Lewis, Carl Perkins,
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THE YEAR IN MUSIC: 1956

□ROCKAROUNDTHE 
CLOCK
Rock and roll goes head-to^ head 
with light entertainment for 
dominance of1956's UK singles' 
charts. We declare a draw—

Bill Haley and his Comets: Rock
Around the Clock
Tennessee Ernie Ford: Sixteen Tons
Dean Martin: Memories Are Made 
ofThis
The Dream Weavers: It's Almost
Tomorrow
Kay Starr with the Hugo 
Winterhalter Orchestra: Rock and
Roll Waltz
Winifred Atwell: The Poor People 
of Paris
Ronnie Hilton: No Other Love
Pat Boone: I'll Be Home
Frankie Lymon and The Teenagers:
Why Do Fools Fall in Love
Doris Day: Whatever Will Be, Will Be 
(Que Sera, Sera)
Anne Shelton: Lay Down Your Arms
Frankie Laine: A Woman in Love
Johnnie Ray: Just Walking in the Rain

□ the origin of the
SPECIES
From 1938to 1956in lOOwords
Rock and roll may have been a 
revelation to white audiences in 
1956, but, incredibly, the term 
itself stretches as far back as 1938. 
Trixie Smith's 78rpm recording 
of MyDaddyRocks Me With One 
Steady Roll is arguably the first 
to allude to the phrase -with its 
lascivious delivery and lewd lyrics, 
the template for outrageous 50s' 
rock and roll is right here.

The genre itself, initially played 
by young, black artists, first 
appeared in the late 1940s and 
was influenced by jump blues, 
boogie-woogie, gospel and even 
country, as the music evolved 
and was increasingly played by 
white musicians.
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THE YEAR IN MUSIC: 1956

HEARTBREAK HOTEL • I WAS THE OKE • HEARTBREAK HOTEL (ALTERNATE TAKE)

Johnny Cash and Elvis - eventually released 
under the moniker The Million Dollar Quartet 
- is the ultimate rock and roll all-star cast.

Feedback to the future
Although 1956 was Elvis' year, another 
significant musical development in the 
genre was underway. It's arguable that Elvis' 
RCA recordings just don't have that glorious 
energy of the Sun cuts - that rock and roll is 
at its most powerful in its rawest state - but 
The Johnny Burnette Rock 'n' Roll Trio were 
busy prototyping the sound of the future: 
distortion. The trio's wild The Train Kept 
A-Rollin' lays claim to be the first to feature 
elements of electric guitar feedback, 
predating the 60s histrionics of The Who 
and The Jimi Hendrix Experience by some 
considerable years.

For conservative America - and the UK for 
that matter - this sexualised, beat-driven 
music surely came from Satan's turntable 
itself - a view highlighted by three events in 
1956. If Elvis' groin thrusting during Hound 
Dog on national television wasn't enough to 
have right wingers reaching for the holy water 
and crucifixes, then Gene Vincent's antics and 
Screamin' Jay Hawkins' greatest single would 
surely do the trick. Roll over Jim Morrison: 
leather-clad rocker Gene Vincent is convicted 
of public obscenity and fined $10,000 for singing 
the erotic Woman Love on stage in Virginia. 
And stone classic I Put A Spell On You by 
Screamin' Jay Hawkins sells over a million 
copies, but faces a complete radio ban due to 
its - get this - 'cannibalistic nature'.

Still, becoming rock's first underground hit 
doesn't do the Screamin' One's hip 
credentials much harm. By l 956's close, 
rock 'n' roll music even warrants a mention 
in the year-end Encyclopaedia Britannica 
music review, which refers to it in crude, 
racist terms as 'jungle music'. But despite 
frightened criticism, musically, the genre was 
taking firm hold over the imagination of 
American youth - one indication of its 
snowballing popularity is the first regularly 
scheduled, nationally broadcast rock and roll 
show, Rock 'n Roll Dance Party, with Alan 
Freed as host, making its debut on the CBS 
Radio Network that March.

Scones for tea
The seismic impact of raw rock and roll, 
with its roots in black American music, on 
post-war Britain in 1956 can't be imagined 
from a 2lst-century perspective; by a 
generation of music fans weaned on iTunes 
and the instant availability of practically 
'everything' in musical history thanks to 
the internet. This was a year in which

"Gene Vincent is convicted 
of public obscenity and 
fined $10,000 for singing 
the erotic Woman Love."

Granada TV was just launching and double 
yellow lines first appeared.

The rebellion-free nature of Britain also 
extends to the album charts: the UK's 
number one albums are conservative to say 
the least - at least for the first part of 1956. 
In the earlier part of the year, Frank 
Sinatra's Songs For Swinging' Lovers reaches 
the top spot alongside the soundtracks to 
light entertainment fare such as Carousel, 
Oklahoma! and The .King and I.

Equally frightening is the arrival of the 
first Eurovision Song Contest in Switzerland, 
with the host nation declared winner with 
Lys Assia singing Refrain - a song arguably 
more likely to corrupt the minds of the 
nation's youth than good old rock and roll.

The shape of things to come, however, 
arrives later on in the year: the spirit of rock

and roll dominates the top of the charts with 
Bill Haley and his Comets Rock 'n Roll Stage 
Shows (October - December) and Elvis 
Presley Rock 'n Roll (December - February, 
1957). The singles charts (see Rock Around 
the Clock on p85) also show that teenagers 
were putting hands in pockets to snap up the 
joys of Bill Haley. All these releases will surely 
have prompted most of the first wave of UK 
rockers - Billy Fury, Cliff Richard and Adam 
Faith, to name but three - to pick up their 
guitars, reach for the Brylcreem and practice 
curling the upper lip. Elvis finally tops the 
UK's singles' charts in 1957 with All Shook Up 
and there's now no stemming the tide of rock 
and rollers in Blighty.

The beginning of the end
But, as Elvis was being crowned The King of 
rock and roll, the death-knell for the genre 
was, perhaps, already being sounded. Many 
fans of the new music - unable to see Elvis 
in person as he never toured the UK - would 
have welcomed the announcement that he 
was to pursue a film career; few would have 
anticipated the desperate fall from musical 
grace that these celluloid handcuffs would 
precipitate. One could also argue that the 
game is also up when the exploitation 
moviemakers smell fresh carrion - the rise 
of the cheaply made 'rocksploitation' film 
also began this year.

The biggest and best of these is l956's The 
Girl Can't Help It, starring the pneumatic 
Jane Mansfield and featuring memorable 
performances from Gene Vincent, Eddie 
Cochran, Fats Domino, The Platters and 
Little Richard. But the only way here was 
down - to the depths of the Graham Bond 
Organisation's (featuring organist Bond and 
future Cream players Jack Bruce and Ginger 
Baker) appearance in woeful 1965 'youth' 
flick Gonks Go Beat.

Just like R 'n' B, mod, freakbeat, 
psychedelia, glam, prog, punk rock, new 
wave, and acid house, rock and roll was the 
call to arms that UK popular music 
desperately needed, delivered by the unlikely 
torch-bearer of a former truck driver from 
Memphis, Tennessee. •
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Music
Hi-Fi Choice's pick of the latest high-quality music releases

ALBUM OF THE MONTH

Bjork
Biophilia

"It's a fascinating 
album with a love 
of music and nature 
at its heart."
allows you to rearrange and, 
in some cases, even rewrite 
the music you're hearing. 
Crystalline, for instance, includes 
a game, the ability to edit and 
recreate the original tune, lyrics, 
an essay, animations and a 
karaoke version.

There are also remixing 
tools that allow you to make 
new versions of the songs, 
visualizations, scores and 
no small amount of science, 
all of them linked through a 
menu system depicted as a 30 
universe. These are apps that 
aren't just superficial adjuncts 
to a song, but an integral part 
of them. It's like an album with 
extensively detailed cover 
lines popped up into 30 and 
Technicolor and offers an 
intriguing pointer for the future.

To create the sounds Bjork 
commissioned a range of 
instruments that mix the ultra­
modern with the traditional to 
sometimes bizarre, but always 
fascinating effect. There's a 
series of gravity harps, three- 
metre-long pendulums with a 
cylindrical harp on the end. 
As they swing back and forth, 
each set of strings rotates, 
presenting specific notes to 
the players.

The use of real (if only 
recently invented) instruments 
helps to give the album a heft 
that it might not otherwise 
have had if she'd relied solely 
on electronic instruments. 
You'll need a system that can 
deliver a lot of subtlety in the 
treble region, as well as one 
that won't shy away from a hefty 
low end at times.

It's an album that demands a 
lot in terms of your attention and 
your equipment, but also one 
that offers rich rewards. DO 
Standout tracks: Moon; Crystalline; 
Virus

indian.co.uk
***** One Little Indian
CD

THE LATEST FROM BJORK isn't 
just collection of brilliantly brittle 
tunes graced by the Icelandic 
maestro's distinctive vocal 
tones, it's a multimedia concept 
album about life, love and nature 
that uses music, soundscapes, 
visual art and video to get its 
message across.

Introduced by the sonorous, 
yet comforting tones of David 
Attenborough, highlights 
include Virus, which describes 
the symbiotic relationship 
between a virus and its host 
like a destructive love affair 
over a gently undulating 
backing from the gameleste, an 
instrument designed by Bjork 
which does indeed sound like 
a mix of Javanese gamelan and 
celeste. Moon's overdubbed 
vocal harmonies grace starkly

plucked harp-like arpeggios and 
Crysta/line's spiky, tinkly tones 
reflect a grossly speeded-up 
interpretation of the growth of its 
subject matter.

Closer in spirit to the eclectic 
experimentalism of Medulla 
than the quirky pop of Volta, it's 
a fascinating album full of odd 
twists and turns, but with a love 
of music and nature, at its heart.

While it can certainly be 
enjoyed as an audio-only 
experience, Bjork has also given 
it a visual element-if 
you have an iPad that is. She 
pulled together app designers 
like assembling a band, bringing 
them together in Reykjavik to kick 
around ideas to create individual 
apps for each of the songs. 
They all look different, but each 
has an animated score, and ►
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Music

EMI

CHOENBERGBRAHMS PIANO QUARTET NO-1
ACCOMPANYING MUSIC TO A FILM SCENE
CHAMBER SYMPHONY NO 1

BERLINER 
PHILHARMONIKER 
SIMON RATTLE

Nirvana
Nevermind
universal.corn
*** Universal
4-CDs plus DVD deluxe edition

IT WAS THE RECORD that 
launched grunge into the 
mainstream as the sound of the 
nineties - chaotic, nihilistic, 
abrasive and yet infectious and 
with great melodies bursting 
out of the sludgy, punk- 
distorted noise.

I n short, Kurt Cobain and his 
Seattle band gave artistic voice 
to inarticulate teenage rage 
more eloquently than anyone 
since Johnny Rotten, in a lineage 
that can be traced back through 
Pete Townshends My Generation 
and all the way to Eddie 
Cochrans Summertime Blues

So does Neverminds 
influence on a generation Justify 
its expansion to an £80 five- 
disc deluxe set? Probably not 
But if you were 16 in 1991 and 
Nirvana changed your life, you 
will surely find it irresistible.

The 'extras' include demos, 
BBC session tracks and - 
most interestingly of all - an 
early Butch Vig mix of the 
album that sounds even more 
distorted and dirtier than the 
grunge masterpiece it 
eventually became. NW 

Standout tracks: Territorial Pissings; 
Breed; Smells Like Teen Spirit; Drain You

Miles Davis
Tutu Deluxe Edition
wamerclassicsandjazz.com
*** Warner Jazz
CD

TUTU SOUNDS LIKETHE 
quintessential eighties jazz 
album, thanks to the heavy 
use of synths and a very 
distinctive production that 
can verge on the overbearing. 
It's largely the work of multi­
instrumentalist Marcus 
Miller, although at times the 
massive gated drum sound 
and synths can drown out 
Davis' muted trumpet.

The second disc is a live set 
from the same period recorded 
in Nice with an octet that 
comprised the late sax player 
Bob Berg and Robben Ford on 
guitar among others.

There's no doubt that Tutu is 
an impressive album, but 
in some respects the sound 
gets in the way of the music, 
Miller's touch proved a little 
too heavy-handed by 
comparison with the album 
that followed, Amandla. /K 

Standout track: Tutu

Brahms
Piano Concerto No 1 
Alfred Brendel (piano), 
Bavarian Radio Orch. 
decca.com
***** Decca
2-CDs

BRENDEL DISOWNED HIS 
1987 Philips studio recording 
ofBrahms' first piano concerto, 
because the solo instrument 
was rather backwardly 
balanced. Hence this live 
release from 1985. Tempi are 
slower in all three movements, 
compared to the studio version 
with Abbado and the Berlin 
Philharmonic and the piano 
more forwardly placed.

The second CD contains a 
live performance of Mozart's 
Piano Concerto No 25, with 
Hans Zender conducting the 
orchestra ofSWR. The disc 
concludes with live 2002 
performances of Beethoven's 
Op 110 piano sonata and a 
Schubert impromptu. Throughout, 
the sound is open and 
clear, with fairly minimal 
audience noise. /ff 

Standout track: Track 1

Schoenberg
Piano Quartet No 1
Op 25. Sir Simon Rattle, 
Berlin Philharmonic
emi.com
*****
2-CDs

EMI

RATTLE HAS ABIT of a 
soft-spot forSchoenberg's 
sumptuous and, at times, 
gloriously vulgar orchestration 
of Brahms' first Piano Quartet. 
This version has a rich, warm 
sound and the playing is 
spirited and ripely romantic. 
I t's a dense work, with thick 
textures that requires a 
hi-fi system with excellent 
definition at middle and low- 
registers to maintain clarity.

Despite living in LA for the 
last part of his life, Schoenberg 
never wrote a movie score. 
His Accompanying Music To 
A Film Scene(written in 1930), 
is about as close as he got.

The disc ends with the 
popular ChamberSymphony 
- given here in its rarely- 
heard 1935 arrangement for 
full orchestra. /ff 

Standout track: Track 1

AUDIOPHILE VINYL

Elvis Costello My Aim Is True moli.com

**** Stiff/Mobile Fidelity 
180gvinyl
COSTELLO'S 1977 DEBUT, 
which he described as "an 

overnight success after 

seven years”, was recorded 

while he was holding

down a day job in data entry. 

Production was by Nick Lowe 

and he's backed by Huey 

Lewis's old band Clover.

Contemporary single 

Watching the Detectives, 
where he's backed by 

the considerably slicker 

sounding Attractions, missed 

out on the original album 

release, but it's a welcome 

addition here.

Alison, in particular, is a 
real standout. A bittersweet 

love song, it allows a rare sense 

of the romantic to seep through, 

something that Costello 

usually managed to restrain.

Mofi's enthusiasm for 

boosting the bottom end 

has a rather dramatic effect 

on Miracle Man, which is 
a little bogged down by 

bass and the reggae beat 

of Watching The Detectives 
threatens to turn into a 

dub track. But the original 

is quite a lean-sounding 

album and if this pressing 

goes a little too far to 

counteract that, it doesn't 

get in the way of some very 

fine material. /K 

Standout tracks: Alison; Watching 
The Detectives; (The Angels Wanna 
Wear My) Red Shoes

90 lifiChoice DECEMBER 2011 www.hifichoice.co.uk

wamerclassicsandjazz.com
decca.com
emi.com
moli.com
http://www.hifichoice.co.uk


MUSIC

HIGH-RESOLUTIONDOWNLOADS
Radiohead
King of Limbs 
7digital.com 
****

24-bit/44.1 kHz

Ticker Tape Ltd

Gillian Welch
The Harrow and the
Harvest
aconyrecords.com
***** Acony/Warner
CD

Drive By Truckers
Greatest Hits 1998-2009
newwestrecords.com
**** New West
CD

1rs BEEN EIGHT YEARS since
Gillian Welch and long-term 
partner David Rawling's last 
album, Sou/Journey. They've 
now backed away from that 
albums' rock band leanings 
in favour of their earlier 
acoustic sound, driven by 
guitars, banjo, harmonica 
and handclaps. The bluegrass 
element of her early work being 
largely left behind except in her 
voice, which is still aches with 
a passionate yearning on these 
tense, perfectly crafted songs.

The sound is dripping with 
warmth and intimacy. It's the 
simple sound of two people in a 
room, delivering a selection of 
beautifully, if simply, written 
songs and offers a timeless 
quality that gives the impression 
that these new songs have been 
around for many years. DO 
Standout tracks: TheWay It Will Be; 
Silver Dagger, Tennessee

OVER EIGHT ALBUMS since 
their 1998 debut Gangstabilly, 
the Truckers have perfected 
an immaculate, rootsy fusion 
of Lynyrd Skynyrd-style 
southern guitar boogie 
with the alt-country/ 
Americana aesthetic, later 
developed by Uncle Tupelo 
and their followers.

Their trump card has always 
been theirthree brilliant 
writers: Patterson Hood, 
Mike Cooley and Jason Isbell, 
with each turning out top­
quality and highly contrasting 
material. It's a fine introduction 
to one of the most invigorating 
American bands of the last 
decade, whose music fizzes 
with the belief that, however 
dark it gets, the redemptive 
power of rock 'n' roll will see 
us through. NW
Standout tracks: Ronnie & Neil; Let 
There Be Rock; Carl Perkins' Cadillac; 
The Righteous Path; Uncle Frank

Slade
Sladest
salvo-music.co.uk
*** Salvo
CD

1rs A SIGN OF SLADE'S 
unfashionability that, despite 
featuring no fewer than five 
number one singles, their 1973 
chart-topping album Sladest 
has not been reissued on CD 
since 1997.

A bunch of working-class 
Wolverhampton rockers, 
they abandoned their early 
skinhead look and pranced 
around on Top Of The Pops, 
looking utterly ridiculous 
in satin and sequins. But 
there was nothing effete or 
androgynous about their 
music, which continued to kick 
as hard as a pair of steel toe­
capped Doc Martens.

Slade's crunching sound 
suggests they could be as 
heavy as Black Sabbath and 
had songs as catchy as anything 
T-Rex could conjure. NW 
Standout tracks: Cum On Feel The 
Noize; LookWotYou Dun; Mama Weer 
All Crazee Now; Coz I LuvYou

RADIOHEAD'S 
eighth studio 
album was 
self-released 

in February 
2011, initially 
as a download.

This new 24-bit deluxe version is a 
24-bit/44kHz FLAC release of eight 
tracks, while upping the quality from 
standard CD's 16-bit_ The music is not 
what anyone would call 'commercial' 
and, if at times, it comes unnervingly 
close to self-parody, it always makes 
for entertaining listening.

This 24-bit recording, especially 
through its dexterous handling 
of textures and playing nuances, 
rewards repeated listening and 
demonstrates that this album has 
sufficient merit to stand alongside the 
band's earlier, widely lauded, perhaps 

more accessible, albums. MS 
Standout tracks: Codex; Give Up The Ghost

Buena Vista Social Club
Buena Vista Social Club
hdtracks.com
***** Nonesuch Records
24-bit/96kHz stereo

BLU-RAYDVD

Sheryl Crow Miles From Memphis ea9ie-rock.com

**** Eagle Rock
Blu-ray LPCM stereo, Dolby 
Digital S.1, DTS HD Master Audio
SHEZZA THE SOUL GIRL: 
that's the premise behind the 
album of a very similar name 
that preceded this concert 
from 2010 at the Pantages

Theatre in Hollywood. It's a 
strange premise for one so 
steeped in Americana, but 
when you hear her sing the 

Jacksons' I Want You Back, it's 
clear that she loves the music 
that she grew up so close to.

She's supported by a band 
dubbed The Thieves, which 
was put together by the two 
guitarists who produced the 
album: Doyle Bramhall II 
and Chris Bruce. The line-up 
includes two brass players, 
backing vocalists and 
keyboards, with Crow adding 
guitar and keys, even grand 
piano for the solo finale.

This performance reveals 
her talent for entertaining 
a crowd with spoken word 
interludes, varied pacing and 
instrumentation. The sound 

is a little dense at times, but 
nothing that a musical DAC 
can't sort out.

Of the new material, the 
largely acoustic Redemption 
Day is a standout, but the 
classics remain hard to beat 
thanks to some very nice 

Telecaster work on Can't Cry 
Anymore and Strong Enough. 
It's better than expected. /K 
Standout tracks: Can't Cry Anymore; 
Redemption Day; IWantYou Back

IT'SNOT 
ALWAYS a recipe 
for success when 
a musicologist 
-and slide 
guitarist Ry 
Cooderis

nothing less - brings together a host 
of inspired veteran musicians to 
celebrate a club that hadclosed its 
doors 50 years before. This recording 
turned into a major-league, award­
winning success, primarily because it 
was abundantly clear just how much 
the musicians loved playing.

The recording revived Cuban music 
and interest in Cuban musicians 
internationally, and this remastered 
24-bit/96kHz archive showcases 
their skills better than any other. 
The sound is vibrantly natural, 
blessed with vivid tonal colour and 
the music communicates in a wholly 

effortless fashion. MS
Standout tracks: Chan Chan; Pueblo Nuevo
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i DEALER SYSTEMSDEFINITIVE AUDIO
The Definitive SYSTEM 1 - BELT DRIVE BLAST

statement
With its impressive range of products, Definitive 
Audio doesn’t do anything by halves. EdSelley 
gets a taste of the high end

quiet side street in the peaceful town A of Long Eaton in Nottinghamshire might not be the first place you think of when it comes to finding audio nirvana. But, tucked away in a neat, light industrial estate, Definitive Audio would be a fine place to start looking. The company is an unusual combination of dealer, distributor and manufacturer, but the results of this activity can lay claim to being the home of some of the finest systems on sale in Europe.Founded by Kevin Scott in 1987, Definitive Audio was originally a more conventional dealer based out of a residential property a few miles from its cuTTent location. In the early 1990s Kevin founded Living Voice, a company set up to produce horn-type loudspeakers. Although both parts of the business were originally kept separate, as Living Voice expanded to include box designs, they were brought closer together. In more recent years, Definitive Audio has taken on the distribution of a number of brands, both for national and exclusive purposes.Now supported by his wife Lynn, Kevin builds high-sensitivity systems, that are intended to capture the spirit of a recording whatever it happens to be. Virtually everything that it stocks is valve-based and the focus is on the high end, which results in higher system prices than the UK average. Definitive Audio routinely sell systems between £30,000 and £50,000 and as we’ll see, it can go rather higher than that.

THE EXPERTS

DEFINITIVE AUDIO
7, HARRINGTON MILLS, LEOPOLD ST, LONG EATON, 
NOTTINGHAM, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE NG10 4QE 
0115 973 3222 DEFINITIVEAUDIO.CO.UK

The opening system is not 
the least expensive in the 
Definitive Audio portfolio, 
but it has a power output that 

makes it suitable for use in most 
rooms. This is the classic trio of 
integrated amp, CD player and 
speakers, but with a Definitive twist.

The C.E.C. TL53Z is distributed 
by Definitive Audio and was 
reviewed by us in HFC 333. Unlike 
almost every other CD player in 
existence, the C.E.C. uses a belt to 
rotate the mechanism. This results 
in an extremely quiet and smooth 
device. Extensive jitter reduction 
and twin Burr-Brown DACs are 
further indicators of strong 
performance. The half-width 
chassis is easy to accommodate and 
it is a handsome unit to boot.

LIVINGVOICE.CO.UK, CEC-INTERNATIONAL.COM,
NEWAUDIOFRONT1ERS.COM, AUDIONOTE.CO.JP, resolutionaudio.com.artaudio.co.uk

BUGGE 
WESSELTOFT 
NEW 
CONCEPTION 
OF JAZZ 
CD

CHRIST1ANNE
STOTUN 
SCHUBERT/ 
BERG/WOLF 
LIEDER

Living legend
The amplifier has also been 
featured by us, in this instance in 
the The Collection (2010). Italian 
company New Audio Frontiers is 
also distributed by Definitive Audio 
and the Legend integrated is one of 
Kevin's favourites. This 15-watt 
design uses four KT66 valves in a 
push-pull configuration and looks 
fabulous. Although it isn't quite as 
small as the C.E.C., it is still a 
relatively compact (if heavy) 
design and features niceties such as 
a remote control for extra convenience.

The final part of the system is the 
entry point to Living Voice 
ownership. The £4,200 Avatar is 
a two-and-a-half-way floorstander, 
designed to present an easy 
electrical load to the valve 
amplifiers with which it is usually 
partnered. It features a pair of 
6.5-inch doped-paper drivers, with 
a Scanspeak silk-domed tweeter. 
The resulting system is compact 
and attractive, but can it deliver a 
ten grand performance?

YOUNGER 
BROTHER 
VACCINE 
CD

Speed and agility
In short, yes. From the moment 
you power this system up and 
revel in the fact that at idle it is 
totally silent with not a trace of 
hum or noise, it is clear that the 
qualiry of components goes a long 
way to justifying the cost. Putting 
on Bugge Wesseltoft's New 

Conception of Jazz, it becomes 
clear that you won't hear this 
system in silent mode very often. 
The combination powers through 
the deep bass lines of the disc with
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DEALER SYSTEMSDEFINITIVE AUDIO

TOTAL SYSTEM PRICE: 
00,450

O NEW AUDIO FRONTIERS 
LEGEND 
£4,500newaud iofrontiers .corn

O LIVING VOICE AVATAR 
£4,200livingvoice.co.uk

O C.E.C. T^Z 
£1,750cec-i nternationa I.corn

ÄAÄ

incredible speed and agility. Bass is visceral and has physical punch to it, but the speed at which it starts and stops is simply excellent.Above this low-end energy, the tonality with voices and instruments is superb. Brass instruments have a lifelike blare and the slightest inflection or pause for breath is captured perfectly. At the same time, there is nothing hugely analytical about how this system goes about its business. It simply seems like the most natural thing in the world that every last detail should be made clear to you.Switching to the spellbinding Christianne Stotijn and you, her 

fabulous vocals and the accompanying musicians seem to shut out the rest of the world. The placement of artists and the details of their performance are staggeringly easy to follow.For an 'entry-level' system, this is far from cheap, but it is so effortlessly musical and accomplished that it makes a totally persuasive case for itself nonetheless. It has no perceived weaknesses that would have you yearning to upgrade. We could have easily devoted a whole day ploughing through Definitive Audio's extensive music collection, but there were other systems to hear.

livingvoice.co.uk


DEALER SYSTEMSDEFINITIVE AUDIO

O RESOLUTION AUDIO OPUS 
21 CD PLAYER 
0,000resolutionaudio.com

O ART AUDIO ARGENTO 
POWER AMP 
£14,500artaudio.co.uk

O LIVING VOICE IBX R2 
£7,200livingvoice.co.uk
TOTAL SYSTEM PRICE: 
£23,700

SYSTEM 2 - ARTISTIC LICENCE

Our next system has superficially identical speakers to the first, so why the £3,000 price jump?Kevin explains that the Living Voice range, whilst dimensionally identical to the Avatar, differ in their internal bracing, tweeter, front panel and internal components. This version still mounts the crossover inside the speaker but a further performance upgrade is available by placing them externally
Chrome finishFor power, we switch to the locally produced Art Audio Argento 300B parallel single-ended amp. As well as looking stunning in its chrome finish, this also showcases another Definitive Audio service - internal modifications and improvements. Each unit arrives sixty per cent complete before undergoing substantial improvement and revision to the internals. This includes moving the power supply off-board and completely re-wiring the unit with Kondo cabling. Also fitted is a high-quality volume pot that allows the system to function as a single-source integrated.That single source is another surprise. The Resolution Audio Opus 21 was a firm favourite of ours prior to the release of the Cantata. Kevin continues to prefer the older 

two-box design over the newer single-box design and to this end has secured his own supply of them for the foreseeable future. As such, we have doubled the price, given ourselves an extra seven watts and changed to 300Bs, but what does this do for the sound?
Different orderSticking with Christianne Stotijn, perhaps the most immediate difference is the increase in delicacy that this system has over the less expensive one. There is still a tremendous sense of pace, timing and sheer impact to the proceedings, but the air and space that the performance now has is of a different order to before. This is a combination that is extremely relaxed about the business of being exceptional. So effortless is the performance, that it is easy to forget how dynamic this system actually is.Switching to more up-tempo material proves beyond doubt that this system times with the best. There is very little from the acknowledged solid-state masters of pace, rhythm and timing that this system cannot match and, in return, they can teach it nothing about naturalness. Equally, it never forces a sense of pace onto recordings that do not require it. One minute you can be 

pounding along to a rock act in a stadium, the next listening to an unamplified human voice and both will simply sound right.Above all, at no stage is there any sign of the traditional valve stereotypes. The sound is neither warm nor bloated. There is also no harshness, but this is never at the expense of the dynamics, presence and realism of the performance. Towards the end of the session, Kevin introduces a Mactone Xl8 preamp, which allows for additional sources to be connected and incredibly opens the performance up still further. Time spent with the two opening systems makes it hard to believe that there is that much more to be had from going further up the Definitive Audio price list, but that was before we heard system three...
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SYSTEM 3 - THE STUFF OF DREAMS

So why is there no price given for the Vox Olympians that graced The Collection back in 2009? Kevin explains that as no two pairs are the same, there is little point trying to price them. Since we last saw the Vox Olympians, construction has been taken over by cabinet makers Struik & Hamerslag and the only thing better than its splendid name is the quality of its work. Depending on the choice of bass management, veneer and inlays, your Vox Olympians could push the price of this system towards the price of a nice flat in Kensington. But who wants to live in Kensington?
Perfect partnersAside from these astonishing five-way horns with their enormous partnering Vox Elysium bass horns, the electronics are equally impressive. The source is a combination of flagship C.E.C. TLOX transport, using the same belt drive principles as the 53Z from earlier, but engineered at an altogether more serious level. This is partnered with a Kondo KSL DAC. Kondo is a Japanese concern whose attention to detail towards its product makes them the perfect partners for Kevin's ultimate loudspeaker. No component is chosen without being exhaustively tested and listened to. Everything is bespoke and nothing is 'good enough'.Kondo also produces the amplification. The Ongaku is an integrated amplifier built around a pair of whopping 211 signal triodes. In this case it is operating solely as a power amp and fronted by the M77 preamp. The units are understated, elegant and beautifully built. All well and good, but what on earth does it sound like?
Tangibly realWe often describe a product as sounding as if the performer is present when you close your eyes. This system is so tangibly real, so visceral, so live, that closing your eyes is often the easiest way of overcoming the conflict of information between eye and ear. The scale of the performance is breathtaking. The Ongaku and Vox Olympian are able to produce pretty much any volume level you could possibly desire with dynamics and detail to die for.

O KONDO KSL DAC AND 
C.E.C. nOX TRANSPORT 
£28,750 AND £17,500 audionote.co.jp/cec-international.com

O KONDO Mn PREAMP 
£36,950

It should not be too surprising that the | system can sound astonishing with something like Christianne Stotjn, but give it the electronic hash of Younger Brother's Vaccine and it still sounds completely real and utterly believable. It takes the greatness of the piece and completely ignores the limitations of the recording, creating a dynamic range where other systems will simply give up. There is simply nothing else we have listened to that has these singular talents. (Another unforgettable aspect of this system is the soundstage. The control the Vox Olympians have over both the horizontal and the vertical is absolute, and grows and shrinks perfectly with the demands of the piece. Even more extraordinary is the sense of depth it creates, which aides the incredible sense of realism.You cannot ignore the price, which it is worth pointing out does not include the price of the Kondo cabling throughout, or the incredible GS-equipment table, which is more expensive than system two on its own.This is a system that is beyond the reach of most people in the country. It is important to stress, however, that the performance is genuinely of a different order to more 'conventional' hi-fi. It isn't for show and there is no unnecessary ostentation or fripperies. It is simply the cost of doing something as well as it can possibly be done.

KONDO ONGAKU O INTEGRATED AMP 
£74,000

O LIVING VOICE VOX OLYMPIAN 
£POAlivingvoice.co.uk
TOTAL ELECTRONICS PRICE: 
£157,200

SUMMING 
UP

The Definitive philosophy of systems 
that get to the heart of music is tricky 
to explain, but listen to any of these 
systems and it makes perfect sense. 
Beyond on paper specifications, we 
heard equipment that simply brings 
you out in a smile and that never fails 
to sound enjoyable. The final system is 

almost the ultimate expression of hi-fi 
as a domestic exercise, but done in a 
way where nothing is done for show or 
effect, only for the sound.

In many ways, the most impressive 
system of the day was the first one. 
We cannot remember hearing a system 
at the price, that was so effortlessly 

enjoyable to Listen to with such a wide 
variety of music, despite there being 
no shortage of competition at this price 
point. You can come to Definitive to buy 
the ultimate hi-fi system. What is more 
significant is that you can also go there 
to buy something spellbinding at an 
attainable price. •
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Help S ad vice
We've got the answers to everything you've ever wanted to know about hi-fi 
and weren't afraid to ask. Email us now at letters@hifichoice.co.uk or write to: 
Hi-Fi Choice Q&A, MyHobbyStore Ltd, Had/ow House, 9 High Street, 
Green Street Green, Orpington, Kent BR6 6BG

YOUR EXPERTS QUESTION OF THE MONTH
PAUL MESSENGER
EXPERTISE: LOUDSPEAKERS
HAVING WORKED on both sides of the 
audio industry for over 30 years, as 
loudspeaker designer and reviewer, Paul is 
ideally placed to offer thorough, in-depth 
analysis of every speaker reviewed, as well 
as cutting-edge developments in the field.

JIMMY HUGHES
EXPERTISE: SYSTEM OPTIMISATION
AS EVERY audiophile knows, there's so 
much more to getting a system to sing than 
merely throwing components together. 
Jimmy Hughes has spent 40 years tweaking 
and optimising systems, as well as 
voraciously collecting records.

RICHARD BLACK
EXPERTISE: TECHNOLOGY
WRITING EXCLUSIVELY for HFC, Richard 
brings his experience as a successful 
musician and recording engineer to bear in 
our rigorous Blind-Listening Group Test. As 
our technical consultant, Richard is the 
authority on HFC's test and measurement.

QI n^eed to connect a digital-to-analogue 
convertor to my mixing desk, which is 
XLR only. I can use adaptors, but are 

there any sub-£300DACs withXLR outputs 
that I can connect directly?
Paul Miles, via email

XLR connedions are not that 
common on DACs under 
£500, but the good 
news is that our award- 

nominated Matrix Mini I DAC (HFC 
352) is suitably equipped and offers

excellentperformance. Cambridge 
Audio's highly regarded DacMagic 
(HFC 316) is getting on a bit these 
days, but still hasXLR outputs, useful 
connections and much to recommend 
it performance-wise for a mere £230.

ED SELLEY
EXPERTISE: DIGITAL AUDIO
RESIDENT IN the audio industry for over a 
decade, Ed has considerable experience of 
both CD and SACD formats on disc, as well 
as an increasing personal interest in 
streamed high-resolution audio and 
network based systems.

fV 7

MALCOLM STEWARD
EXPERTISE: COMPUTER AUDIO
WITH DECADES OF experience in audiophile 
journalism, Malcolm now combines his 
legendary status as an ex-editor and writer 
on all things hi-fi, with his unquestionable 
expertise on streaming, networking and 
computer audio.

JASON KENNEDY
EXPERTISE: TURNTABLES
ANOTHER EDITOR, Jason opted to become a 
freelance contributor when he relinquished 
the helm of HFC after 17 years on the 
magazine. A hi-fi addict since his twenties, 
Jason fell for the beauty of vinyl and has 
never looked back.

ASK US A QUESTION TODAY!
Our experts are on hand to answer your questions. 
Whetheryou're looking for future-proof upgrades, 
advice or help with your current set-up, our two- 
channel Einsteins have all the necessary expertise 
and several hundred years of combined audio 
knowledge to slake your thirst and support your 
passion for perfect sound. Email your questions now: 
hifichoice@futurenet.com

Q
two years

Simply super
I've been the happy owner of 
a Nairn SUPERNAIT, CDSi and 
a pairofSpendorSSEs for 
now. The Spendor's predate 

the Nairn and I have been thinking for a 
while that the amp has more to give.

I am, therefore, looking to upgrade my 
speakers to take advantage of this. Since 
I bought theSSEs I have moved house to 
a property with a suspended floor.
As such, I feel that standmount speakers 
might offer me more flexibility in tuning 
my bass response.

I have a budget of£2,500 and I am 
looking for some speakers that will do 
justice to a wide variety of music, as I 
have tried to categorise what I listen 
to and have failed miserably.
Matt Longman, via email

If you have enjoyed 
the Spendorsound, 
we would direct 

you towards the fantastic 
Spendor SP2/3R2 (a nominee 
in the speakers over £1,000 
category in our 2011 Awards 
- HFC 352). This is a great all­
rounder that copes admirably 
with all types of music. It isn't 
a small speaker, though, so if you 
can try it out at home first then 
it has to be worth considering. 

If the issues you are having with 
bass response in the room are 
especially problematic, we would 
suggest you consider the a/I-new 
Bowers & Wilkins PM1 (HFC 352). 
This is a supremely talented small­
size speaker that has a very flat 
response and, thanks to small 
size and careful design, is perfect 
for lively environments like the one 
you describe. Your budget would 
also allow you to purchase the 
matching stands (£400 per pair).

We suspect that this could be a very 
handsome, sonically effective and 
well-built combination, indeed.

Bowers & Wilkins PM1: ideal for
rooms with problem bass
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You have to spend a great deal more to better the £500 Rega DAC

Speak up

O
My current system 
consists of a Squeezebox 
Classic,Velleman K8020 
valve preamplifier, Quad II amp 

(sympathetically modified), Dynaudio 
Audience 82 speakers, Rega 
Couple interconnects and Kimber 
speaker cable. The room dimensions 
are six metres by twelve metres by 
three metres high.

I acquired all of this system from 
relatives, except the Dynaudio 
speakers that I bought a few years 
back (ex-display for £900) and, 
more to the point, it all sounds 
just right. But I am looking to 
upgrade the Squeezebox Classic to 
a Touch, to hopefully future-proof 
and support the higher resolution 
formats when more material 
becomes available.

However, I'd appreciate your 
opinion as to whether a Musical 
FidelityV-DAC would be much 
of an upgrade to theTouch's 
onboard DAC, or do I need to 
spend £500 plus? I don't think 
I'll ever invest in a Nairn or Linn 
equivalent streamer, as I've 
heard the SqueezeboxTouch - 
via the DAC of an Audio Aero 
Capitole MKll CD player - and 
it beats any CD player I've ever 
heard, including the Nairn CDX2 
with XPS.

So I know what it's capable of, 
but right now I don't have a couple 
of thousand to spend on a DAC. 
Leigh Evans, via email

Our Blind-listening 
Group Test in HFC 351 
showed, the Squeezebox 

Touch is a more than adequate 
performer via the analogue 
outputs and our panel of 
experts certainly didn't identify 
it as being inferior to the other 
participants in the test.

This being the case, we are not 
sure that adding a V-DAC or 
any of the other true-budget 
DACs will lead to a great step 
forward in performance. The 
M1 DAC is likely to be a more 
convincing alternative, but if you 
are moving towards £400, you 
really need to appropriate the 
additional £98 that will secure 
you a Rega DAC. At just under 
£500, we honestly feel that you 
need to spend as much again to 
make a meaningful transition. 
The connection set is good, it is 
beautifully built and it sounds 
fantastic, too.

Stuck in a vacuum

Q
I have been a long time 
fan of valve amps, but I 
have been 'making do' 
with an Exposure 3010, while 

my children were at an age where 
a hot valve looked like a fun thing 
to touch! Now that this period 
has passed, I am looking at valves 
once again.

During the time I have owned 
the Exposure, I purchased a pair of 
Monopulse 62S speakers, partly 
on the strength of your Ultimate 
Group Test(HFC314), and a great 
dealer demonstration). My main
Icon Audio's Stereo 60 can drive most 
speakers well

«Sä»
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The Amphion Helium 410 is ideal for 
tight spaces

Frequency • 
32K
•

44 1-48K
•

88 2-96K
•

192K

source is a Michell Tecnodec with 
Roksan Nima arm, Ortofon Rondo 
Blue and Pro-Ject Tube Box phono. 
I also own a Marantz SA7001, but 
this sees much less use. I love the 
pace and energy that the Exposure 
brings to my music, but want a little 
more of the warmth and space that 
a good valve amplifier can bring to 
the performance.

With a budget of up to £2,000 
and with the intention of making 
a straight swap (one amp in and 
one out, keeping all my other 
equipment in place), what are my 
options? I'm not a full-on rocker, 
but I listen to enough up-tempo 
rhythm and blues material to want 
something more than a soft 'jazz. 
only' type device.
Tom Whelan, via email

The Monopulse is a 
fine speaker with many 
great qualities, but it 

is not very sensitive. This rules 
out the less powerful single­
ended designs that we have 
reviewed, however excellent their 
performance might be.

The six amps we tested in 
the valve amp Blind-Listening 
Group Test (HFC 346) had at 
least 30 watts each and would 
be a good place to start looking.

Our personal choice for pairing 
with the Monopulses would be 
the Icon Audio Stereo 60. This 
combines a healthy 70 watts-plus 
output with excellent vitality and 
life to it. The combination of this 
output and the qualities of the 
Monopulse should make for an 
entertaining system.

If your listening levels are not 
that high, you may also want 
to consider the Prima Luna 
Prologue II (Blind-Listening 
Group Test winner in HFC 
346), as this has an extra level 
of refinement that makes for a 
rewarding long-term listen.

SoundsQute

O
I have bought myself 
a Nairn UnitiQute for 
my office. I have a full 
Nairn system in the lounge (with 

an NDX that shares material with 
the UnitiQute), but I'm always in 
competition with ‘Britain’s got 
strictlyX-Factor‘etc. so I've bought 
the UnitiQute as a backup.

At the moment I am using a very 
elderly pair of Mordaunt-Short 
MS20is, that have been stored in 
the rooffor nearly a decade. The 
results are listenable, but I know 
the Nairn has more to give and the 
rear ports of the speakers are prone 
to booming. As such, I am looking 
for a pair of standmount speakers 
that will work well in a small space 
and relatively close to the wall. I 
don't really want to spend more 
than £1,000 on them.

I'm a soul and jazz fan by 
preference and so absolute bass 
extension is less important than 
good tonality and clarity.
Martin Elmore, via email

The Nairn is a small 
unit, but we found it to 
be powerful enough to 

mean that you aren't limited in 
your choice of speakers.
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You don't specify exactly how 
large the room is, but we 
think that there are two strong 
options to consider. The first 
is ourAwards-nominatedXXZ 
99.26 (HFC 348). This is a 
relatively large speaker, but 
thanks to the clever adjustable 
crossover and foam bungs for 
bass management, it can be 
made to work well in relatively 
small spaces. It is not the most 
sensitive design we have tested, 
but it has a talent with vocals and 
instruments that is unusualfora 
sub-£1,000 design.

If space is tight, then we feel 
that the Amphion Helium 410 
(HFC 351) has to be a worthwhile 
consideration. This is a very small 
speaker, indeed, but we found 
that it offers superb clarity and 
insight into recordings and we 
obtained excellent results from it 
in multiple placements. Like the 
XXZ, it is not the most sensitive of 
speakers but we cannot see the 
Nairn struggling to drive it.

Singing Simplex
Having got back into 

]■ vinyl in a big way, I am 
seriousiyconsidering 

upgia ding my turntable. I listened 
to the Well Tempered Amadeus at 
a recent dealer demonstration and 
was really impressed by it. 
I cannot stretch to the Amadeus, 
but the Simplex that you reviewed 
in your July issue (HFC347) would 
be something I could afford.

What other turntables would you 
consider at the same £1,500 price 
point? Then what cartridge and 
phono stage would you suggest for 
roughly £500 to partner the Well 
Tempered or another deck? Finally, 
do you think the Simplex is easy to 
live with day-to-day?

Obviously my Rega is simplicity 
itself and I am aware that the 
Simplex will be more complex than 
that, but does that curious looking

The Well Tempered Simplex looks unusual but is very easy to use

The Classe CP-800 mounts a serious challenge 
to network streamers

The Well Tempered 
range is different to any 
other turntable on the 

market, but while they may look 
a little unusual, we found that 
the Simplex was easy to set up 
and Jason Kennedy reported no 
issues while reviewing it.

Our Award-winning Michell 
Gyrodec SE can be purchased 
within budget (especially if 
you were to re-use the RB300 
currently on your Rega), but we 
suspect that in this case, if you 
liked the bigger Well Tempered 
model, the Simplex offers a great 
deal of the same sonic attributes 
at a great price. The Ortofon Vivo 
Red (HFC 338) and Firestone 
Audio Korora (HFC 335) would 
also combine to good effect on 
the Simplex and make for a very 
entertaining listen.

Akurate forecast
I was absolutely set on 
buying a Linn Akurate OS 
having trialled it against 
NDX and preferring it.

But after reading the review of 
the Classe CP-800 (HFC350), the 
seeds of doubt have been sown.

I am most of the way through 
ripping my CDcollection ready for 
streaming. So, in your view would 
I be better off buying the Linn and 
attaching it to my current Chord 
Electronics system, or ditching my 
Chord preamp and using the Classe, 
most likely with a Macbook Pro?

Q
the Nairn

I listen to a huge range of music 
and ifl change the preamp, there 
is no immediate chance of me 
changing the power amp at the 
same time.
Jason Doyle, via email

This is a indeed a 
dilemma. Since we 
reviewed it in HFC 350, 

the CP-800 has gone on to win 
both our Innovation and Product 
of the Year Awards (HFC 352). 
We genuinely think that it is 
one of the most revolutionary 
products released in the last ten 
years and that the USB input is 
an engineering masterclass. 
Nonetheless, the Linn is hugely 
talented, offers internet radio 
services and would keep 
your existing pre and power 
combination untouched.

We would strongly advocate 
a home demonstration of the CP- 
800 to see if it works well with the 
Chord power amp. If it does, we 
are going to stick our necks out 
and recommend it over the Linn. 
It really is that good!

Small wonder
My system currently 

» comprises a Cyrus 6 
integrated amp and 

Cy rus 6 CD player, with KEFXQ20 
loudspeakers. I am looking to 
upgrade this system, but I am torn 
on how to go about it.

I am pretty sure that I want to 
move into streaming and dispense 
with my CD player and the new 
Cyrus streaming products have 
certainly interested me. For 
example, the Stream XP with an 

SP power amp would be a neat 
replacement for my current system.

HFC 351 has two reviews that 
have me considering a different 
upgrade though. This would be a 
combination of the Bel Canto C5i 
and a Cyrus Stream X connected 
directly to the digital input. The 
slightly greater flexibility of the Bel 
Canto over the all-Cyrus pairing 
and the equally small form factor 
are extremely appealing, as I 
would not need to increase the 
amount of space I have to devote 
to electronics.

Which of these two systems 
would you consider to be the most 
suitable? I am intending to keep 
the KEFs for at least another year 
and generally listen to rock and 
soul recordings.
Toby Bellman, via email

The Cyrus streaming 
products have 
impressed us with their 

ease of set up and performance. 
The lack of an analogue line input 
is only going to be an issue if you 
have anything extra to connect. 
In this case, however, we feel 
the Bel Canto with the Stream X 
would be our preferred choice. 

The C5i sounds fabulous and 
is beautifully built. We think that 
this combination would still have 
some of the same excitement 
of Cyrus electronics. Its 
naturalness and excellent detail­
retrieval meant that we had no 
hesitation in nominating it in the 
Amplifier category of this year's 
Awards (HFC352). The Class D 
design is very energy-efficient 
as well.

Bel Canto's C5i is compact and energy-efficient
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NOW AVAILABLE AT SEVENOAKS

GENEVA MODEL M 
iPod Speaker System

GRADO SR325is 
Headphones

GRAHAM SLEE NOVO 
Headphone Amplifier

JI
FURUTECH ADL GT40

USB DAC with Phono Stage

STORES 
NATIONWIDE
Aberdeen 01224 252797
Basingstoke^ 01256 32431 1
Blackpool" y yy: 300599
Bolton 01204 395789
Brentwood^ 01277 264730
Brighton (Hove)" 01273 733338
Bristol" 0 117 974 3727
Bromley 020 8290 1988
Camberley" 01276 685597
Cambridge" 01223 304770
Cardiff" 029 2022 8565
Chelsea^ 020 7352 9466

Cheltenham^ 01242 241171
Chorfeywood (Watford)" 0845 5046364
Enfield" 020 8367 3132
Epsom^ 01372 720720
Exeter 01392 218895
Glasgow^ 014 1 33 2 9 655
Guildford 01483 536666
Holborn ' 020 7837 7540
Kingston" 020 8547 0717
Lancaster 01524 3%57
Leeds (Wetherby) 01937 586886
Laughton^ 020 8532 0770 
Maidstone^ 0 I 622 686366
Manchester 0161 839 8869
Norwich 01603 767605
Nottingham^ 0115 911 2121

Oxford" 01865 765961
Poole^ 01202 671677
Portsmouth 023 9266 3604
Prestoh 01772 883958
Reading^ 0I18 959 7768 
Sevenoaks 01732 459555
Sheffield" 0114 255 5861
Southampton^ 023 8033 7770
Swansea^ 01792 474608
Swindon" 01793 538222
Tunbridge Wells 01892 531543
Warringtoh 01925 632179
Weybridge 01932 840859
Witham (Essex) 01376 501733
Worcester O1905 619059
Yeovil" 01935 700078

VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE 
for the latest offers and news. 
as well as the convenient 
option to order many 
products on-line or click to 
reserve before you travel.

NEW
SOUND & VISION 
AT HOME GUIDE
Visit our website and request 
your FREE copy
UK MaITland Only

PLEASE NOTE: SOME BRANDS/PRODUCTS ARE NOT AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. SPECIAUADOEDVALUE OFFERS ARE NOT lN CONJUNCTION WtTHANY OTHER OFFER (NICWAOO). ADVERT VALID UNTIL 10/1212011. E&OE 
0THESE STORES ARE EITHER LICENSED OR FRANCHISED AND OPERATE UNDER A LICENCE AGREEMENT TO SEVENOAKS SOUND & VISION.

SEVENOa<S
SOUND & VISION

www.SSAV.com

http://www.SSAV.com


REAL STORES REAL PEOPLE REAL PRODUCTS
Sevenoaks Sound & Vision have stores nationwide - each 
carries the very best in home cinema and hi-fi equipment 

on display. ready for you to watch. listen to and compare in 
our dedicated demonstration rooms.

Our staff are friendly, knowledgeable and passionate about music 
and film and the equipment needed to get the most out of your 
collection.They will be delighted to assisr you in making the right 

selection to ensure you enjoy your system for years co come.

A wide selection of products from the worlds leading 
manufacturers is in stock and available for you to take home.We 

also offer a delivery and installation service as well as a convenient 
on-line click and reserve option for many of our products.

REAL VALUE
Fantastic value for money is our aim. Although we remain independent, you'll be pleasantly surprised just how resirresamive we can be - with the added 

benefit of seeing, hearing and touching the product before you buy, and someone to help if things go wrong.

FOR OUR LATEST PRICES AND OFFERS VISIT WWW.SSAV.COM

AUDIOLAB 8200CD • 8200A CD I AMPLIFIER
The a^award-winnng 82CXCD features a wealth of dig^ inputs that 
will keep it playing all )".>Ur music regardless of hhow it may be stored.

CYRUS CD6 SE • 6 XP CD I AMPLIFIER
Some of the finest hi-fi in the world has just become more afforda­
ble. A great opportunity to buy this award-winning CD and amplifier

ROKSAN CASPIAN M2 CD I AMPLIFIER
The M2 amp 85'»wpc and five line inpputs "*iile the matching CD
features a 24-bit DAC plus dedicated power supplies for the output

LEEMA ANTILA llS ECO /TUCANA II CD I AMPLIFIER 
This high-end CD player and integrated amplifier combines 
power; detail and musicality with a comprehensive range of 
facilities.

MARANTZ CD6004 • PM6004 CD I AMPLIFIER
This award-winning CD player and amplifier is the result of ex­
tensive research and development by Marantz's engineering team. 
under the direction of Brand Ambassador Ken lshiwata

YAMAHA CD-5300 •A-SSOO CD I AMPLIFIER
With t high quality sound and features such as iPod and MP3/ 
WMA compatibil^the CD-S300 s an ideal partner for the award­
winning A-SSOO integrated amplifier

DENON D-M38DAB CD RECEIVER
With its excellent design. first thé. build quality and fantastic 
audio performance.the Denon D-M38DAB is a first rate micro 
system and a worthy update to the award-winning range.

ARCAM
SOLO NEO NETWORK MUSIC SYSTEM
Combines superb music performance. network audio 
capabilities along with an internal CD player and radio tuner

MARANTZ M-CR603 CD NETWORK RECEIVER 
Features CD playback. a DAB/DAB + /FM/AM tuner along 
with a USB connection and network capability via its ethernet 
port.

AUDIOLAB 8200T TUNER
Designed to compliment the Audiolab 8200 rarge. this well 
specified tuner is equipped with DAB. DAB+, FM and AM to 
offer a fall rarge of radio listening pleasure.

ARCAM SOLO MINI CD RECEIVER
Enjoy outstanding performance with this award-winning integrated 
CD. amplifier and DAB tuner system.

REGA RPI
TURNTABLE
Excellent build quality reliabilrty and ease 
of use combine to make the RP I a product that 
will offer a lifetime of musical enjoyment

www.SSAV.com

http://WWW.SSAV.COM
http://www.SSAV.com


SPENDOR A-LINE 
A3^AS^A6^A9 

These high performance. floor^^ding 
speakers combine smSf styling wwith 

natural veneer finishes. Each model 
benefits fom important advances in 

Spendor’s drive unit technology cabnet 
design and crossover engineenng.

BOWERS & WILKINS 
PMI
This luxury, compact loud­
speaker is the latest in a long 
line of Bowers & Wilkins 
audiophile mini monitors. 
It offers an extremely high-

MONITOR AUDIO
GOLD GX
Monitor Audios new Gold 
GX speakers use technol- 
Og/ that has filtered down 
fom their flagship Platinum 
PL mge.The range com­
prises tvvo standmounts. 
tvvo floorstanders two 
centre speakers. a pan- of 

Ï# sunvund speakers and a 
single subwoofer:

a new tweeter and ground­
breaking cabinet design.

1 -

quality audio performance 
and features several techno­
logical Innovations including

KEFAUDIO
Q SERIES
Experiencing the Q 
Series is like hearing a 
system costing many 
times more. Key features 
include an all new Uni­
Q array wrth advanced 
bass technologies.

PMC
TWENTY RANGE
The twenty series is the next 
generation of elegant hand­
crafted British loudspeakers 
that follow in the lineage of 
worldwide acclaimed PMC 
designs.The 4 models use 
PMCs innovative ATL TM 
technology providing a 
supremely rich and detailed 
performance ideally suited to 
all styes and sizes of interior

TAN NOY
REVOLUTION DC6 T
Award-winning compaCt 
floorstandtng speakers 
featuring Tannoy's unique Dual 
Concentric™ dnve unrt along 
wrth luxurious real wood finish 
trapezoidal cabinets.

) -

ARCAM rDAC DAC
This award-winning DAC combines excellent sound and build 
quality with all the necessary features.

AUDIOLAB M-DAC DAC
Audiolab's award-winning DAC improves the sound quality of 
all digital sources including 24-bit/ I 92kHz via its coaxial input.

DENON DNP-720AE NETWORK AUDIO PLAYER
Enjoy intemet radio and online digrtal content along wwith AirPlay 
support for streaming music from your iPad, iPhone or iPod touch.

DENON DBP-2012UD UNIVERSAL DISC PLAYER
Enjoy exceptional sound and picture quality from many fonnats 
including Super Audio CD. DVD-Audio, 3D Blu-ioy and your home 
network

MERIDIAN AUDIO CORE 200 • DSP3200
Perfect for bringing all your audio sources together, the Audio 
Core 200 and DSP3200 Digital Active Loudspeakers combine 
to form a compact. yet powerful and versatile stereo system.

NAIM UNITI CD I AMP MUSIC STREAMER
Combines au- integrated amphfoi: CD player; DAB'FM tuner lntemet 
radio. iPod dock DAC. music file player and network ststerm player 
Please Note: Nairn products are not available at all stores.

PLAY:l
New ZonePlayer with 
built-in speakers - just add 
a Sanos Bridge to create 
a wireless hi-fi system.
Available in black or whrte.

SONOS MULTIROOM PRODUCTS
Play your dtgral music all over your house witho t a PC 11 

every room Just add a ZonePlayer and speakers in the rooms 
of your choice and a Sanos Controller in hand to access all 
your digital music.

MARANTZ NA7004 NETWORK AUDIO PLAYER 
Connect to your favounte music whether" it's from your PC. 
external hard disc. radio broadcast or via Internet Radio or 
music service.

CYRUS MUSIC STREAMERS
The new strearrnng platform from 
Cyrus provides the perfect sol tion 
for all music !overs.These new 
streaming music players provide you 
with unmediate access to your entire 
network music library Plus you can 
listen to lrterally thousands of different 
internet radio stations from across the

world: all in true hi-fi qualry With the 
n-remote you can quickly find specific 
albums. artists or u—acks and it makes 
browsing your network music library 
a real its sleek body full
colour screen and two-way control. 
the n-remote is just one of the features 
that make the new Cyrus streaming 
music players very special.

OLIVE MUSIC SERVERS
Access your digitized musjc from one centralized library Eveiything 
from 16-brt converted CDs to 24-bit HD files will be at your finger­
tips along with the ability to play t all in any room of your home.

STREAMLINE • STREAM X • STREAM XP

Please Note: Some brands/products are not available at all 
stores. Special/added value offers are not in conjunction with any 
other offer (NICWAOO). SEVENOa<S
ADVERTVALID UNTIL 10/12/2011. E&OE. SOUND & VISION



I -

102 lifiCCholce DECEMBER 2011 ^^w.hifichoice.co.uk

VERDICT
*****

VERDICT
****

SLIGHTLY BASS-RICH balance has its appeal, but there seems to 
be some sacrifice in rhythmic precision. Images have unusually 
good depth

A RELATIVELY NEW ADD-ON to Kimber's range, Hero employs 
some familiar Kimber features, including the famous woven 
construction, although unlike some older cables this one is 'Gyro-

ENERGY AND RHYTHMIC drive are the key features here, but 
there is also plenty to admire in terms of detail, while tonal 
balance is excellent

FURUTECH WAS ONE OFTHE ARST COMPANIES to espouse 
'Ohno Continuous Casting' (OCQ copper, which has exceptionally 
long crystals and, therefore, fewer crystal boundaries than normal 
electrical-grade copper. In addition, particular care is paid to the 
copper after it has been turned into wire, including cryogenic 
treatment and demagnetisation. While the final benefits are open to 
question, it does demonstrably improve (minutely) the conductivity 
of copper. The latter is more arguable, though, since copper is not 
remotely magnetic in the first place and at the level of purity of 
the PC-OCC copper used here, it's hard to imagine what magnetic 
impurities could be contributing. Construction is pseudo-balanced, 
with two conductors under a common screen; dielectric loss is 
a little high, however, due to the cotton filler used between the 
polythene-insulated cores.

We found this a relatively characterful cable, with a hint of 
subjective bass lift and a very slightly restrained, but nonetheless 
tuneful and informative, treble. None of that is a problem, but we 
were slightly concerned by a small degree of laziness in rhythmic 
material (this can sometimes be a problem with slightly bassy 
sound). Detail is good, though, and we enjoyed the imaging, which 
has some very nice depth to it.

Quadratic', with four conductors instead of three. They're concealed 
beneath a nylon braid, making up a cable that is moderately 
springy but easy to handle. The basic termination is Kimber's own 
'Ultraplate' phono plugs, which are simple but well made. For 
a slightly eyebrow-raising premium of £197 you can have WBT 
phonos, while a balanced version with XLR connectors is also 
available. As usual for Kimber, conductors are made of'hyper-pure' 
copper, stranded with differing thicknesses of wire and insulated in 
fluorocarbon materials.

This cable stands to make a very good initial impression. There's 
an almost tangible snap to strongly rhythmic music and anything 
with a drum kit in it, for instance, fares very well. Just occasionally, 
with sources like a classical symphony orchestra, we felt that the 
lowest bass may be a touch on the light side, but otherwise it is 
very well-balanced with the rest of the band and has both precision 
and tuning nicely mastered. Up in the treble there's plenty of 
sparkle and while it may not be as overt as some, it's all there for 
the hearing with a minimum of listener effort. Imaging is extended 
and stable.

Furutech
Alpha-Line Plus
PRICE: £210 CONTACT: 01276 501392
WEBSITE: FURUTECH.COM

Kimber
Hero
PRICE: £180 CONTACT: 08453 451550
WEBSITE: KIMBER.COM

M1 ni test
Making the 'right connection' is paramount to 
good audio. Richard Black tests 'serious' options

w.hifichoice.co.uk
FURUTECH.COM
KIMBER.COM
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applications, that makes some sense, 
but ifyou have a typical audiophile’s 
system it may not be the ideal answer. 

It's certainly possible to overdo the 
business of trying to ‘tune’ a system

extent that cable characteristics are 
surprisingly consistent between

DESPITE GOOD BASS and energetic presentation, this cable 
seems to lack the last work in detail and as a result doesn't quite 
convince overall

using cables, but there remains much 
to be said for matching each cable to its 
particular application. With many dealers 
offering ‘try it at home’ schemes, this 
needn’t be a risky path to follow.

PRICE: £175 (0.8M) CONTACT: 01235 511166
WEBSITE: VANDENHUL.COM

OyaideAcross 750
PRICE: £204 CONTACT: 01332 342233
WEBSITE: OYAIDE.COM

VERDICT AVERYWELL'ROUNOEDcable that's particularly strong on 
detail without compromising other areas of performance

MINI TESTANALOGUE INTERCONNECTS

OYAIDE HAILS FROM JAPAN and is distributed in the UK by Black 
Rhodium. It makes much of the technologies it has applied to 
improve electrical conduction between metal surfaces in contact and 
while, as so often in audio, the precise benefits are hard to quantify, 
it makes interesting reading.

This cable is on the face of it a simple design, similar to semi­
airspaced 75-ohm aerial downlead, but it includes several 
distinguishing features, including a rather ingenious design of 
insulator, which is intended to damp mechanical vibrations rapidly. 
The copper used is PC-OCC (supplied by Furukawa) and both core 
and screen are stranded. It is terminated in Rhodium-plated plugs.

We found ourselves a little perplexed by this cable. It has a good 
basic performance with no obvious flaws in terms of detail, tonality 
or impact and yet we never quite clicked with it. Trying it in various 
applications between various makes of source and amplification 
components didn't change that significantly. In the end, we felt 
that it is just a touch shy in terms of the finest detail and as a result 
requires that little bit more effort from the listener to keep fully in 
touch with the music. Otherwise the sound is very pleasing, with 
particularly well-integrated bass that lacks nothing in terms of 
weight. Treble is well-extended, but can sometimes seem a little dry, 
a common companion to a slight lack of detail.

VERDICT
****

HELP& 
ADVICE

van den HuiThe River Choice 
• ■•-..... ..-­

RECOMMENDED

Never a company to stand still, van den Hui has added a whole 
new range of cables to its catalogue, based around the '3T or True 
Transmission Technology. If you've ever taken an interest in the 
company's cables, you'll know that they often feature non-metallic 
conductors, which Mr van den Hui reckons sound betterthan metal 
ones despite their lower conductivity. As a close second best, he 
claims, one can more practically use a mixture of carbon fibre and 
metal conductors and 3T does just that. The metal is an amorphous 
alloy, the point about amorphous metals being that they don't have 
normal crystal boundaries. The cable is assembled as coaxial design, 
with the 3T technology in the central core, while the screen is made 
of silver-plated copper. As usual it's jacketed overall in 'HuIiiflex', 
which is a halogen-free, rubbery material, coloured in this case a 
rather fetching light blue.

We're always loath to ascribe aspects of sound quality to a single 
facet of a design, but the fact is that this, our first 3T cable, made a 
particularly strong impression on us from the outset, producing a 
sound that's astonishingly rich in little details, but at the same time 
delightfully well-integrated so that the overall picture is never lost or 
subdued. Tonal balance is excellent and bass very cleanly extended. 
Rhythm can seem a little restrained at times, but one's foot soon 
gets tapping nevertheless. •

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
VANDENHUL.COM
OYAIDE.COM
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Hi-Fi Choice
Reader
C I assfed
Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the UK's 
first and best free private ads service for buying and 
selling second-hand hi-fi components.
These pages are a must-read if you're 
thinking about buying used kit, or if you 
have kit you want to sell. It's free to place 
an advertisement - simply submit your ad 
of up to 30 words, remembering to include 
your email, phone number and county.

The simplest way to send your ad is via 
email to: Letters@hi-fichoice.co.uk 
Or mail to: Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, 
My Hobby Store Ltd, Hadlow House, 
9 High Street, Green Street Green, 
Orpington, Kent BR6 6BG.

Please note that this service is open to private advertisers only.

A £500 saving on a Cyrus 8 XPd is a good thing

FOR SALE
NAIM Fraim. Consisting of a 
base and a standard shelf. 
Maple with silver upright. 
Fabulous condition/like new. 
Only two years old. (£1,680) 
£1,100. Includes three floor 
spike protectors. Collection 
preferred. 02083728376 
or email: gigglesnol@hotmail. 
corn (London).

TAG MCCARENPA10 preamp 
(black). Excellent, near mint 
condition with low usage 
and original box. Includes 
MM/MC phono stage built 
in. (£850) £275.07854658 
281 (London).

SUGDENA21al Mk2 
integrated amp, Pure Class 
A without the pain of valves. 
Silky-smooth and bristling 
with detail. Eight months 
old, boxed as new, finished 
in graphite. £1,150. 07847 
501865 or email <bzzert@ 
hotmail.com (West Yorks). 

ATACAMA Equinox, two hi-fi 
bases £50 (each) and one AV 
base £100. Graphite stand 
and anthracite glass in good 
condition. 01253 729944 or 
emailAtacamaStands@tesco. 
net (Lancashire).

MONITOR AUDIO(bronze) 
BR5speaker package, 
walnut finish, boxed with 
instructions and in good 
condition £650 (pick up 
only). 07534457859 (West 
Yorkshire).

S0NYST-S311 FM/AM 
tuner, mint condition 
(black). Owned from new 
with original box and 
instructions, AM loop 
aerial etc. upgraded power 
lead. £350. 01766 781211 
(Porthmadog)_

BOWERS & WILKINS
800 Matrix loudspeakers 
(black), mint conditionwith 
Krell bass alignment filter 
amp, Class A (£15,000 
and £1,950) £1,850. 
Outstanding sound and 
dynamics. 035312014427 or 
email booning4@hotmail.com 
0035312014427(Ireland).

BERNING EA-230, the 
perfect valve power 
amplifier for electrostatic 
loudspeakers, VGC, very rare 
and sought after, with circuit 
diagram. £800, or exchange 
for DNM PA3DeltaS power 
amp.elsfan@yahoo.com

MARANTZPM-11 S1
Premium Series reference 
integrated amplifier. Boxed 
and mint (£2,500) £1,295. 
Marantz SA-11 Sl Premium 
Series reference CD/SACD 
player. Boxed and mint. 
Both in perfectworking 
order. (Cost £2,500) asking 
£849.07858201062or 
email fullswop@gmail.com 
(Northants).

SONYTC-K 611 Dolby 
cassette deck, three motors, 
power door, fully loaded 
three heads, adjustable bias 
etc. Hardly used, excellent 
condition (black) £49.
01766 781211 (Porthmadog).

SPENDOR S8e speakers, 
purchased early 2006 
(maple) and in superb 
condition, £900. Buyer 
collects. Original boxes, 
packing and instruction 
manual included. 01305 
263069(West Dorset).

PLLNIUS integrated 
amplifier 9200 and CD-101 
Anniversary Edition 
manufactured in2010.
Only 75 pairs in the world. 
200 watts per channel 

into 8 ohms. CD-player with 
balanced XLR output. Both 
are used, but are in mint 
condition and still 
with limited warranty. 
(£8,400) £6,000. Buyer 
collects. Email: stmchan@ 
gmail.com (Docklands, 
London).

ROTEL RA-05 amp and RCD- 
06 CD player with KEF IQ5 
floorstanders. All in excellent 
condition. £200 each or 
£550 forthe system. 01404 
891728 orAlanwrussell@ 
tiscali.co.uk (East Devon).

CYRUS 7.5 preamp, one 
Smartpowerand PSX-R 
power supply (black). Good 
condition £600 ovno 07842 
643684(Tyne& Wear)- 

GALE 401 speaker, fully 
reconditioned by specialist 
with stands and boxes;
£475.01825 722936 (Sussex).

CYRUS6 XP amplifier in 
silver (2010 model). As 
new £595.01323440597 
(Eastbourne).

MARANTZCD6002 CD 
player in mint condition, 
perfect working order with 
remote; £150. 02476467679 
(West Midlands).

PROAC Future One in ebony, 
£2,000. Krell KSA50S, 
boxed and mint open to 
offers. Linn Karik CD player 
boxed and mint £280.07584 
838673(Wigan).

VIENNASchonberg Series 
speakers (silver) £1,800, 
Vienna Webern single 
speaker (silver) £250, 
Pioneer receiver VSX-AX5i-S 
£700, Pioneer DVD player

DV-868AVi £300. 01522 
868163(Lincoln).

CYRUS8XPdampwith 
digital inputs £1,050, PSX-R 
£250, CD8 SE(2009 version) 
£600. All are brushed black, 
unmarked, boxed, free 
p&p. 07884002911 or email 
ishmael386-inet@yahoo. 
co.uk (Halifax).

WHARFEDALE10-6 
floorstanders with spikes, 
instruction manual and 
boxes. Can be bi-wired.
Purchased in 2010, onlyfour 
hours use, £295 ono.
01278 789432(Somerset).

MELODY M380 valve power 
amp, mint condition, boxed. 
Two years old £850. Quad 
QC Twenty Four, new, boxed 
£475. Heed Quasar MC 
phono stage, mint £150. 
07729 620621(Worcs).

BOWERS & WILKINS 
ASW4000 THX subwoofer 
(satin black), with 15-inch 
Rohacell driver and 450- 
watt amp. Not forthefaint- 
hearted, this sub is big at 
80kg, with an even bigger 
sound. Only £600. dazzert@ 
hotmail.com 07847501865 
(West Yorks).

KEF Reference 4 monitor 
speakers. Superb bass 
and near-electrostatic 
soundstaging make these 
involving speakersa 
bargain. New and pristine 
{£3,200) £950.07506 749099 
or01132 843770(Leeds).

SUGDENA21aLMk2 
integrated amp. Pure Class 
A without the pain of valves. 
Silky smooth and bristling 

CmiEHnS BUYING SECOND-HAN can be a great way to pick up a bargain.A formerly expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term betthan a brand- 
new product ifthe price is right. DO SOME RES^EARCH on which brands have a good service back-up, so if something does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase from a 
dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty, so it's up to you to ensure the fitness of any gear that you buy. USUALLY, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, and amps 
should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused component could be trouble - have a proper demo and judge the seller as well as the goods!
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with detail. Eight months 
old, boxed as new finished 
in graphite. Reluctant sale 
£1,1SOono dazzert@hotmail. 
com 07847 501865 
(West Yorks).

CVRUSS-POWER £425 
(brushed black). Genuinely 
mint condition, original 
packaging with accessories 
and manual. Purchased in 
2010, price for collection, 
postage at extra cost. 07873 
228770 or email grant-h74@ 
hotmail.co.uk ([Herts).

ARCAM, CD93T(black), 
f275.AS5 amp(black), 
f25O. PMC TB2 + speakers, 
f275. Chord Indigo plus 
interconnects Im, as new, 
f3SO. All equipment boxed 
with manuals. 02392 
257626or07970012450or 
email richardsh@sky.com 
([Portsmouth).

PRO-JECT Debut 3 SEwith 
Clearaudio MM cartridge. 
As new condition and 
working perfectly. £1SO. 
077:22 248001 or email 
doug.taylor@virgin.net 
([Lincolnshire).

MARANTZ PM4001 
integrated amplifier, mint 
condition, three years old, 
perfect working order, 
f125. Also Monitor Audio 
Bronze BR2 speakers, mint 
condition, three years old, 
perfect working order, 
f1S0024764 67679 or email 
johnclements45@sky.com 
(WestMidlands).

AUDIO RESEARCH CD7
CD player, with power 
supply modification. As 
new condition with original 
packaging.(£8,000) 
£4,200.0146267O786or 
emailjr812@hotmail.com 
(North Herts).

CVRUSSvs integrated 
amplifier, black, super 
condition £399. 0115 
9288OO6(Notis).

STELLO CDT200 CD 
transport in silver, 
immaculate condition. AES/ 
EBU, RCA, BNC, optical 
digital output. One owner. 
Original packaging, remote 
and mains lead. Rarely 
available. (£1,500) £S2S 
ono. 07725 072878(Leics).

NAKAMICHI CA-7Econtrol 
amplifier plus remote. Mint, 
built-in phono stage (MC/ 
MM). Excellent sound. Fully 
serviced July 2011 at B&W. 
fl,OOOono. Buyer collects. 
07908 870023(Bucks).

ARCAM FMJ AlS amplifier, 
black, excellent condition, 
Manual. (£600) £300.
Arcam FMJ CD17 player, 
black, excellent condition, 
manual. (£600) £300.
01606 79032 (Mid Cheshire).

SUGDEN Mystro integrated 
amplifier. Purchased in 
Feb 2011 and lightly used 
since. Complete with box 
and manual and can be 
posted, £SOO. 017182 785734 
(Staffordshire).

LEEMAACOUSTICS Pyxis 
reference preamp in black. 
Fully balanced, internal DAC 
and phono stage with tone 
controls. Redundancy forces 
sale, £3,200. 01226745529 
(Barnsley).

TEAC D-Tl multi DAC, VRDS 
T1 CD transport both boxed 
with manuals. V-S030 
cassette deck with remote. 
Offers to collect. 01977 
695385(W.Yorks).

WANTED: Full-width 
Technics CD player in silver. 
Please phone with details. 
01777 838617(Notis).

CELESTION Al speakers in 
black with stands, £290. 
Marantz CD63Mkll in 
black, £100. QED Silver 
Anniversary, 2x4 metre 
biwire runs f3S. 01159 
894340(Notis).

ARCAM ASS integrated 
amp in excellent condition. 
MM/MC phono stage, box 
and manual, £19Sono. Linn 
LP12 armboard in perfect 
condition £10 plus P&P. 
079411748O4(Heathrow).

MIT AVT3 speaker cable, 
2x3 metre pair, £160. MIT 
AVI interconnect Im £70. 
Both mint and available as a 
set for £200. 01614323852 
Cheshire).

ROKSAN Radius S turntable 
with Rega RB600 arm and 
GoldringGX22 cartridge, 
f75O. Exposure 2010S CD 
player, £210. Both in superb 
condition. 01484477426
W.Yorks).

AVI Biggatron standmount 
speakers (cherry). Good 
condition with Partington 
stands. Bowers & Wilkins 
6S4 floorstanders (cherry). 
Excellent condition fSSO. 
07982 79^84(Essex).

ARCAM R-DAC.Only 
three months old, as new, 
boxed with all accessories, 
instruction booklet and 
receipt. £17S inc p&p. 01964

613177 or email dave.drew@ 
talktalk.net East Yorkshire).

ROGUEAUDIOST90 
amplifier(£2,650) fl,095. 
New, only a few hours use. 
High-quality transparent 
power, includes upgrade 
Svetlana KTSSs.0208653 
0778 or emailjohnkaUiO1@ 
googlemail.com London).

SUGDEN CD Master £650, 
Sugden Headmaster 
headphone/preamp £400, 
Trichord Dino phono stage, 
Dino+power supply and 
Dino power lead £250. 
All items are in excellent 
condition and come 
complete with boxes, 
packaging and instructions. 
01305 263069 West Dorset).

ROKSAN Radius S 
turntable, clear acrylic £475. 
Clearaudio Nano phono 
stage £99. 07702014763 
(Bristol).

EUPHYAAlliance Symbiose 
320 amplifier (French 
manufacture) includes 
separate power supply, 
SO watts. Silver casing 
mixture of non-magnetic 
metal and Perspex. (f3,450) 
£1,2 SO. 07805199598 
(WSussex).

CHORD Electronics DAC 
64 for sale(black finish). 
Several years old, but 
very low actual usage; 
mint condition and looks 
absolutely brand new. 
Supplied in original box with 
manual. Buyer collects - 
£630.07905 312191.

CYRUS S XPD QX amplifier 
(black), light use after HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR FREE AD

YOUR DETAILS

Name ___ _________ _____ ________

Address _____________ _____________ ____

Email address
Daytime telephone number
Date__  ___ _______ ___________ __ ______

YOUR ADVERTISMENT

SEND YOUR ADVERTISMENT TO
Hi-Fi Choice, My Hobby Store Ltd, Hadlow House, 9 High Street, Green Street Green, Orpington, Kent BR6 6BG
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service, £1,100. PSX-R 
power supply(black) 
f275. Cyrus SSE CD 
player(2009 model), 
barely used (black) £700. 
07884002911or email 
ishmael386-inet@yahoo.
co.uk Halifax).

NAIM NAC 202 preamp 
plus Napsc power supply. 
Excellent condition.
First owner. Boxed and 
including all accessories. 
Four years old. £1,200. 
+o45 6091^Mor 
emailjafrikas@jubii.dk 
Denmark).

LINN LP12(grooved 
rosewood) Lingo I 
Nairn aro arm, excellent 
condition £1,000. 01554 
891010 Carmarthen).

REGA RSl speakers 
(black) £250, Partington 
Dreadnought speaker 
stands £130.01452 
385457 Gloucs).

NAIM CD5XS CD player, 
two years old in superb 
condition. Boxed with 
manual and remote, 
bargain at £S95.07914 
985733 (Derbyshire).

WANTED Sony JB930 or 
940 minidisc deck. 01445 
781498 Northern Scotland).

CYRUS Svs amp(black). 
Superb condition with box 
and remote, f350.01159 
2880OT6 (Notts).

MONTORAUDIO RS1 
speakers, new condition, 
boxed £175. Rote I RT935 
AM/FM tuner with Chord 
interconnect, £60.01943 
467859(W Yorks).

KIMBER D-60 Digital Im 
coaxial interconnect, RCA 
plugs with case £180, 
Russ Andrews Superclamp 
Ultra(unwanted prize) 
£2S,Genelec 1029Aactive 
monitors, hardly used.
(£700) £295. 01902 M4694.
Wolverhampton).

PRIMARE i30 integrated 
amp and CD31 CD player 
(black). Good condition, 
supplied with manuals 
and remote (not boxed) 
and Atlas Navigator XLR 
interconnects.Sold as a 
pair, but would consider 
splitting. £1,5OO. 07748 
986963 (Hants).

LINN Lingo 2, excellent 
condition £42S.Linn 
Trampolin £90. Funk 
Achromat, turntable mat, 
Smm (as new) £S5. Linn felt 
mat £7. Will negotiate on 
p&p. 01582 867139 (Beds).

LYNGDORFW210, pairof 
corner woofers in maple 
finish and excellent 
condition, £1,200.
01253 729944or email 
lyngdorfw210@tesco.net 
Lancashire).

ARCAMAlpha 7 FM/AM 
tuner, good condition with 
original box and handbook 
£30.01252 548012 (Hanis).

ROKSAN Kandy Liii stereo 
integrated amplifier, 30 
months old, hardly used 
and in perfect condition. 
Usual Roksan features 
120 watts, phono stage, 
remote, rock-solid build etc. 
(£650) f295. 01896823388 
Northumberland).

For sale / W
anted

To submit your advert to us. 
please email letter^ 
hifichoice.co.uk or 
alternatively, use the postal form 
below. Please limit ads to a 
maximum of 30 words, ensuring 
all details, model names etc are 
correctly stated. Kindly also 
include your email, telephone 
number and home county. We 
regret that we cannot take adverts 
over the phone.

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
hotmail.co.uk
mailto:richardsh@sky.com
mailto:doug.taylor@virgin.net
mailto:johnclements45@sky.com
mailto:emailjr812@hotmail.com
talktalk.net
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co.uk
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hifichoice.co.uk




• .Buyer's qu ide Hi-fiwww.hifichoice.co.uk

HiFi Choice
Buyer's
Guide

Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice Buyer’s 
Guide - the ultimate directory to the 
very best high-performance hi-fi gear 
that you can buy. Here, you'll find our 

favourite current products listed under easy-
to-use categories, with up-to-date pricing and 
trustworthy verdicts.

Reviews you can trust 
Hi-Fi Choice test results 
are the most reliable in 
the business. We employ 
the UK's most respected 
hi-fi journalists and use 
the most stringent 
techniques to ensure 
our ratings are the ones 
you can trust (see How 
We Test p38)

All the equipment we 
rate most highly is 
contained within the 
following pages, from 
CD and vinyl to the latest

BADGES EXPLAINED 
□ OUR AWARDS

Hi-Fi
Choice
EDITOR'S 
CHOICE

EDITOR'S CHOICE: 
Awarded to those 
products that are 
judged to deliver 
reference-standard 
performance 

RECOMMENDED: 
The products we 
feel meet a certain 
high standard 
of performance

Choice

RECOMMENDED

Hi-Fi
GRÓÙP TEST I

WINNER I

GROUP TEST 
WINNER: 
Comparative tests 
can only have one 
true winner, and this 
badge says it all

disc players, amplifiers, 
tuners and loudspeakers.

How to use this guide
The Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's 
Guide is the best way to 
make a shortlist of 
components to audition. 
Pick the ones that best 
suit your taste and budget, 
then consult our Dealer 
Guide (Classified) section 
to find specialist outlets 
where you can try them 
with your favourite music 
and test discs.

NEW ENTRIES...
Every month, our 
buying bible is 
updated to include 
our latest reviews. 
These new entries 
are highlighted in 
yellow and reflect the 
very best reviews from 
the previous issue.

SOURCE COMPONENTS

108 CD players
Whether CD or SACD, we list the very 
best players for the job

111 Turntables
A selection of our favourites, from a 
£190 Pro-Ject to a £11Sk Continuum 

111 _ Phono cartridges 
The best in both magnetic and 
moving coil cartridges

113 Radio tuners
Surf the airwaves with any one of 
these carefully selected tuners

113 _Headphones
Badge-winning headphones for 
your personal listening pleasure 

117 Streamers/servers 
Our favourite next-gen hi-fi, from 
streaming clients to full-on servers

117 DACs
Digital-to-analogue converters are 
once again revolutionising quality

AMPLIFIERS

11& Stereo amplifiers
Our pick of the world's best one-box 
integrated amplifiers

11& _ Pre/power amps
For those occasions when two boxes 
seem better than one

CABLES

117 . Interconnects
Cables can provide a useful tweak to 
your system, check out our choices

117 Speaker cables
Priced per metre, these are our top 
recommendations for taming speakers

LOUDSPEAKERS

119 Stereo speakers
An invaluable guide to the best 
loudspeakers for your system

STANDS & SUPPORTS

123 _ Equipment supports
The best equipment supports: sprung; 
solid; air-filled; glass; MDF and more...

123 _Speaker stands
Stands come in all shapes, sizes and 
prices, so take your pick from our list

DEALER CLASSIFIED

125 Dealer guide
A veritable pot pourri of hi-fi dealer 
classified advertisements

129 _ Dealer directory
For all your hi-fi wants, check our 
index of independent hi-fi dealerships
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CD players
Any one of these fine players will make sweet music for years to come

1 Up to £1,000 ■

Price Comments

s °% % % wa X
Badge Product

'(9 '<9 Vf

• Advance Acoustic MCD-204 795 CD player with warm valve sound. Harmonically rich and inviting performance : : • : • • 9 9 342

• Audiolab 82^0 700 No SACD support, but excellent detail, neutrality and communication : : • : • i 340

• Cambridge Audio /Azur 650BD 400 Musical, precise, involving and with great energy at a superb price ! : • : • • : : ! 340

• Creek Evolution 2 680 Smart and desirable-looking player with lots of detail present in performance ; : • : • • : : : : 350

• Exposure 2010S2 710 Paired with the 2010S2 amp, this CD player is a fine performer with plenty of detail • : • • : : : : 344

• Marantz Pearl Lile SA-Kl 899 A key CD/SACD player at an attractive price, with su pport for digital * • : • * ! ! 11 338

• Marantz Kl Pearl Lite 75 0 Excellent sound, this CD player has also dropped in price from £920 to £750 since our review : • • • : : : ! •
; :: :

; 344

• Micromega CD-10 799 The cheapest in the range, the CD-10 has been fine-tuned to please the audiophile : • : • : : 328

• Moon CD.5 999 Admirably energetic music-maker from this very well-built player : : * ; * « : : ! ® 335

• Musical Fidelity Ml COT 600 Reviewed in combination with the Ml DAC, this CD transport holds its own against the competition : : • : • : : • : : • 346

• Oppo BDP-95EU 999 This universal player is revealing, transparent and musically involving : * : * : * • : : • : : 347

• Pro-|ectCD Box 30 0 This player belies both its size and its price with sounds worthy of a decent mid-range system • » • ; • : : : 338

• Rega Saturn 898 Strikingly full-voiced, the Saturn offers a sound that feels remarkably real : : • : • • : ; : : 344

• Roksan Kandy K2 899 State-of-the-art technology and precision engineering produces a fine CD performance Ì : • ; • • : 335

I Above £1,000 ■
Badge Product Price Comments

e AMRCD-777 3,195 Extremely natural and engaging sound that brings analogue to the digital world • : : : • : 332
• ArcamCD37 1,300 Excellent detail and imaging, neutral tonality and above-average bass resolution ■••;•;•; ; 340
• Audio Analogue Maestro 2,250 Boasts refined highs and good image quality with a fine sense of timing • • • 348

• Audio Note ZeroCD/II 1,742 Reviewed as part of a sv^cm. this rea Id is a CD pdver for those wno don't like CD • • 348

• Ayon CD-07S 1,890 Open and fluent player; excellent pace with all kinds of music i Í : • i : : • ! : 351

• CreekDestiny 1.400 This ?lay:rpnes:ntsthe music and n?thing but the r1usic and is thoroughly rec?mmend:? i ; 328
• Icon Audio CDXl Signature 1,350 Has an ojui, To id so..oi with a very high listenability factor : • • : 9 ! 341

e Krell S-350A 2,695 Accomplished CD player with real breeding underpinning its excellent performance ¡ : • : ! 341
• Krell Cipher 12,255 Vivid, highly detailed sound - SACD has rarely sounded so good ; • ; • ; • ; ! ; • ; ; 350

• Marantz UD804 2,450 Sophisticated and highly capable universal player that just about does it all ; 336

• Meridian 808.3 Signature 10,000 Extraordinarily revealing and open CD player with a first-class performance level : : • • • : : : • : : 339

• Micromega CD-20 1,249 No SACD, unfortunately, but without doubt one of the better mainstream players : : • : : • : : : : 332

• Mimetism 20.1 5,107 An impressive player that produces a veiy convincing and musical sound : ; • : • : : । i 330

• Moon 750D 7,950 Very few CD players can extract as much information off the disc as the 750D • • » i ; 331

e NaimCD5XS 1,790 ' w w:. - w ■ ■ w • ।: : .oTo : ; extremely seductive # ® « : : : 334
• Primare CD32 2,200 Smart, slick and with balanced outputs, this CD player looks Tow bi: ihu ‘Hk s- ic ou-’ : 1 • : : 348
• Resolution Audio Cantata 5,995 CD player/streamerthat's revealing enough to set it far apart from the competition i • i • : Í • i : 336

• Roksan Caspian M2 1,600 This impressively engineered CD player is punchy and dynamic, with excellent timing • 99 • ' 338

• ShanlingCD-T200 1,895 Great sound, good looks, superb build and unbeatable price : : • : • • 350

• Unison Research Unico CDE 2,475 Has an engaging and musical sound with strongtonal realism ! i • : ! : • : • : 348

E2133IS3 SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs in two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a DAC or digital 
recorder. OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslinkoutput for digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder. CD-RW COMPATIBLE Will play CD-RW (rewritable) discs, most CD players can 
cope with CD-Rs. CO ‘^TEXT Will display album and tracktitles from inserted disc. BAL^^^^UE OUT Balanced XLR output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers. HEADPHONE 
SOC^n Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the CD player. VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs.

ACOOX
SERVICE

THE MANUFACTURERS' 
APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY ACOOX

SERVICE
Correct Revox Spare Parts Pricing 
24 Hour Estimation procedure 
Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice 
Delivery and Collection Service 
Comprehensive Guarantees

Factory Trained Engineers 
Rapid Response Turnaround 
Full Revox range serviced 
^Written Technical Reports 
Late Evening Opening

TTL House. Sheeptick End, Near Lidlington, Bedfordshire, MK43 OSF
Tele phone 01525 841999 Facsimile 01525 841009

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk


At M usicarch less really is more - 

Less system, more music

/ludio Note MUSICARCH

Musicarch are Audio Note Specialists
t.01273 607 983

brighton
www.musicarch.co.uk
listen@musicarch.co.uk

Large selection of Audio Note products on permanent demonstration, 
which includes: (amplifiers) P4 Balanced, Jinro, Meishu, Oto, Zero Series, 
(speakers) AN-E, AN-K, AZ Two, (digital) Zero Series, CDX 4.1, DACS and more.

http://www.musicarch.co.uk
mailto:listen@musicarch.co.uk
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*UK ONLY OFFER

JR 11X

7 ISSUES FOR £19.99

STAMPfi Choice
Choit

Aerial Post

BUSES
' great British chassis

YOUR DETAILS: (This section must be completed) GIFT RECIPIENT: (Complete "Your details" first)

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms Nami . Mr/Mrs/Miss/M. . Nami .

Surname Surname Card no:

Address Address Cardholder's name:

Valid from Expiry date.

Signature DatePostcode . Country . CountryPostcodi .

20D TO: ^K, 10 az, NN4 etDTel Tel

Mobil . Mobil .

Email Email

Card no: (Maestro)

Cardholder’s name:PriceMagazin . Magazin . Price

Valid from Expiry dat . Maestro issue n .

Signature Date

SAVE 
32%

SAVE 
31%

SAVE 
28%

8 ISSUES FOR £19.99 
FULL PRI€E£29:50

7 ISSUES FOR £19.99 
FULL PRICED 27.55

7 ISSUES FOR £19.99 
FULL PRICE £30.10

7 ISSUES FOR £19.99
FULL PRICE £24.85

SAVE 
29%

SAVE 
28%

SAVE 
29%

SAVE 
25%

SAVE 
34%

SAVE 
28%

SAVE 
29%

SAVE 
20%

TEAMS & CONDITIONS: Offer ends 31st December 2011. Subscriptions will begin with the first available issue. Please continue to buy your 
magazine until you rcceive your acknow^gement letter. Refund requests must be in writing to the Publisher and will not be given on accounts 
w^ less ththan ^0 credit. A £5 admin dlarge will apply and will be deducted from any refund. Refunds will only be given at the Publisher's sole 
discretion. We will use the contact details supplied to communicate wwith you regarding your MyHobbyStore subscription. Your details will be 
processed by MyHobbyStofe Ltd in full accordance with all relevant UK and EU data protection legislation. MyHobbyStofe Ltd may contact 
you with information about our other products and services. If you DO NOT wish to be contacted by MyHobbyStofe Ltd please tick here: 
Email O Post O Phone O If you DO NOT wish to be contacted by carefully chosen 3rd parties, please tick here: Email O Post □ Phone O

7 ISSUES FOR £19.99
FULL PRICE £29.05

8 ISSUES FOR £19.99
FULL PRICE £28.00

SAVEX 
28%

SAVE 
34%

SAVE 
16%

SAVE 
20%

SAVE 
21%

Place your order by 9th December 
to ensure Christmas delivery

HOME 
CINEM

Postal Order/Cheque Visa/Mastercard

SEND TO: MyHob^tore Subscriptions, T^r ^House, ^^règn Park, 
Market Har^rough, Leics LE16 9EF

Postal Order/Cheque Visa/Mastercard Maestro

PAYMENT DETAILS FOR HI-FI NEWS, HOME CINEMA CHOICE, HI-FI 
CHOICE, STAMP MAGAZINE AND MODEL COLLECTOR:
Please make cheQues payable to MyHobbySlore Ltd and write code DS51 on the back.

Crafts » 
complete guide to CARDMAKING 

FREE *u| i

PAYMENT DETAILS FOR ALL OTHER TITLES:
Please make cheQues payable lo MyHobbySlore Ltd and write code X133 on the back.

£19.99

D.O.B..............................................................
(Complete ii the subscription is for yourself)

D.O.B.............. ..................................
(Complete ii gilt recipient Is under 18)

CHOOSE ANY MAGAZINE 
SUBSCRIPTION FOR JUST

ONLINE: ^^w.myhobbystore.co.uk/xmascorp HURRY! OFFER ENDS 31 st December 2011 
For HI-FI NEWS, HOME CINEMA CHOICE, HI-FI CHOICE, STAMP MAGAZINE AND 

MODEL COLLECTOR call:01604 251 044 - quote: DS51
FOR ALL OTHER TITLES CALL: 08456 777 807 - quote: Xl 33 BY POST: and return to the address provided

CHOOS INES

patchwork/boats MILITARY

GUIDE

w.myhobbystore.co.uk/xmascorp
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Turntables
The best record players money can buy
Badge Product Price Comments

\ % 

1

%, *
%

%
1 1

A
J_. i-

• Clearaudio Concept 1,100 One of the easiest ways of getting into analogue, with excellent results for the price 33/45 : • • : • 338

• Continuum Calibum 125,000 Luxury turntable with state-of-the-art design includes Cobra tonearm and Castellon stand 33/45/78 j • • i • 320

• Dr Feickert Woodpecker 2,995 Offers superb bass, excellent build quality and range of arm choices 33/45 : • 335

• Edwards Audio ni 325 Classic, no-nonsense design, with exemplary performance at the price 33/45 : • • : • 342

• The funk firm funk V2 1,390 Not only as beguiling as those that preceded it, this turntable is also more substantial to boot 33/45 : • • • 324

• Hanss Acoustic T-30 3,600 The only multi-arm base deck in its price range, it boasts image stability and precise bass 33/45 : • opt opt 331
• Lumley Heliosphere 2,495 A distinctive-looking turntable with a unique sound and a performance that reflects your vinyl 33/45 opt opt 319

• Michell GyroSE 1,150 Excellent timing really propels a very good performance. Plenty of detail and insight, too 33/45 • : • 345

• Michell Gyro SEduction 2,245 Limited edition version of above with TecnoArm, HR power supply and blue-steel finish 33/45 • i • 342

• Pro-)ect RPM-1Genie3 190 The Genie is that rare thing of a product with good looks, fine build and excellent sound 33/45 • * ' * 332
• Pro-ject RPM 10.1 Evolution 2,000 This turntable is a good combination of high mass and effective suspension 33/45 • • • ! 348

• Pro-Ject Xperience 2 Pack 775 Holds its own against all competition (arm included) 33/45 ; • • : 345

• Pro-Ject 6 Perspex 1,280 Plenty of detail and good rhythmic qualities (arm included) 33/45/78 • • : 338

• Rega RP3 475 Turntable with the uncanny ability to get to the heart of the music 33/45 • • : 351

• SRM Tech Arena 650 A welcome addition to the affordable end of the market, this is an engaging turntable 33/45 • • 349

• Townshend Rock 7 1,750 Very well-defined bass; good detail; well judged rhythm and pace (reviewed with Excalibur arm) 33/45 ; • • : 345
• Well Tempered Simplex 1,495 Superb timing makes this one of the most entertaining turntables in its price range 33/45 : • • : 347

Turntables / Phono cartridges / Phono stages

Phono cartridges
MM and MC recommendations
Badge Product Price Comments

• Dynavector DV-20X2L 499 Revealing and open sound from a well-built and easy-to-align MC cartridge ; ■ • 342

• Dynavector Karat 17D3 699 0 ne oft hemostt hn lling-soun ding cartri dgesont hemar ket ^ 334

• Goldring Legacy 595 An MC cartridge better suited to the smoother-sounding turntable, it unearths a mountain of detail i : • 328

• GradoPrestige Gold 1 150 Unusually assurred 'presence' region is the basis of a beautifully musical and involving presentation : • : 338

• Ortofon 2M Red 80 A i't'i,- a hoc.» se1 l.p, duI sol/ic is ¿cmiidiTy bdkrwd and full of unforced detail • • 345

Ortofon Vtw Red 200 f ; ■-.>! 'jv . .i; vry rvu. t; i- ki T nur rvirvyy is remarkably capable : : • 338

• Ortofon Cadenza Red 750 There's much to admire in this cartridge's fine detail and unfussy presentation i • : 330

Shure M97xE 82 A budget cartridge, but bass and midrange are to ! standards and treble is just as assured : • i 345

Phono stages
Make your turntable sing

Price CommentsBadge Product

e Dynavector P-7 5 Mkll 595 A stage that will put spring in the step of any decent cartridge you can throw at it : • : . : j 344

• Lehmann Audio Black Cube 335 This phono amp is a very distinguished performerwith an MM source • • ; 9 i 335

• Linn Uphorik 1,850 Exceptional sound quality, the Uphorikcould easily win over the next generation of LP enthusiasts ‘ • : • • : 334

• Primare R32 850 Ifyou are into vinyl for the music, then this is one of the most revealing examples on the market • : • ; 345

Pro-)ect Tube Box SE II 435 The big picture is the most evident thing here, but the finer details are there, too • : !• : 335

SPEEDS Speeds offered in rpm. SUSP SUBCHASS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support for the platter and arm. SWITC^WLESPEED CMNGE Some decks 
require manual lifting of the belt from one pulley to another to change speed, but not these ones. SUPPUEDWITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearm - some require a 
separate purchase in this department, but the dealer will fit itforyou. SUPPLIED WITH EA^TOIDGE Some decks are supplied with a starter cartridge and this is included in the price 
shown. MM Moving magnet cartridge -see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge -see amp and phono stage features to match this type. 
RE^^^^LE^^WS Some cartridges have separate styli for ease of replacement, but it compromises sound quality.

Dynavector Karat 1703 £699
The 1703 gets very close to the results achieved 
with MCs at twice the price and few can touch it in 
terms of sheer musicality and resolution of detail

Pro-Ject 6 Perspex£1,280
Our Product of the Year 2010. A winning 
combination ofopen and even-handed sound, 
handsome design and excellent build quality

Dr Feickert An. Woodpecker£2,99S 
A very flexible and well-thought-out deck that 
offers brilliant build quality and excellent bass. 
Able to work with a wide variety of arms, too
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WELCOME TO THE NORTH EAST
ANATEK RESEARCH 

APOLLO 
ATACAMA 

AV INTERNATIONAL 
CHORD COMPANY 

CHORD ELECTRONICS 
CLEARAUDIO 

DYNAVECTOR 
EAR YOSHINO 

GOLDRING 
GRAHAM ENGINEERING 

GRAHAM SLEE 
G F HADCOCK 

ISOTEK 
KOETSU 

KUDOS AUDIO 
MARTIN LOGAN 

LYRA 
MAGNEPLANAR 

MELODY 
MICHELL ENGINEERING 

MONITOR AUDIO

HIFISOUND, Castlegate Mill, Quayside, Stockton on Tees 01642 267012

NAD 
NAIM AUDIO 
NORDOST 
NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE 
OPERA 
ORTOFON 
PATHOS ACOUSTICS 
PROJECT 
PS AUDIO 
PURESOUND 
REGA 
REVOLVER 
ROKSAN 
SME 
STAX 
SUGDEN AUDIO 
TEAC ESOTERIC 
TRANSFIGURATION 
TRICHORD RESEARCH 
UNISON RESEARCH 
USHER AUDIO 
VAN DE HUL

CNDHANDHIFl.CO.UK
Guaranteed used and ex-demo audio equipment from HifiSound - the UK's premier source

Call: 0545 6 0 9390 Email: Choice@Cndhandhifi.couk
Analogue Amplifiers Digital Louds^akec:

B&O Beogram 4000, due inCardas Neutral Reference Tonearm CableClearaudio Unity tonearm, brand newClearaudio Concept. mint boxed ex demoCreek Wyndsor, RB250. Benz Micro cartridge. near mint Garrard 301, good cosmetics, full working order Grace G707 excellent boxedGraham Slee Jazz Club, mint due in Lehmann Black Cube Phono Stage Linn LP12. Valhalla, AkitaLinn LP12 with Valhalla & Basik Plus tonearmLinn LP12. Valhalla &, Basik arm smoked lidLinn Ekas 2. vgcLogic DM10l,good order.linnlitMichel! Hydraulic Reference, SME 3009, new lid Michel! Tecnodec wilh new Moth AB250, excellent Michell Orbe SE, DC motor, excellent boxed Michell Orbe SE, AC motor, excellent boxed Nairn SlageHne, recent excellent boxed Noi!s Analogue Spacedeck/arm, heavy kit, p/s Ortofon TA1000 Tonearm, brand new unused Project Tube Box original, excellentProiecl Tube Box SE Mk2, excellent boxedProject RPM10, vgc boxedQuad 24P phone stage nr mint boxed ex demo Rega P3, St Georges flag, e)(cellent bo)(ed Revotver Rebel, vgc.Roksan TMS1 &, DSU superb boxed, recent TM service Roksan Nima, unipivot lonearm vgcRoksan Xer)(es, XPS2, Tabriz Zi. Goldring cartridge vgc SME 20/2a turntable and tonearm, mint ex demo SME Series V, iust serviced, boxed etc SME 3009/2, exce!lentThe Source. offboard p/s vgc &, new Ortofon TA1000 Systemdek 3 original shapeThofens TD125, excellent original bol(fpackingThorens TD124, Excellent, due inThorens TD125, SME 3009. SME plinth. excellent Tom Evans The Groove, excellentTownsend Rock 2, Rega tonearm vgc boxed Townsend Rock 2, Excalibur tonearm vgc boxed Trichord Dino Mkl, excellent boxedWilson Benesch Act 1 Tonearm, nr mini superb

149 299 999 Call1199 799 199 349 199 549 499 399 799 119 749 4991499 1199199 1199499 119 329899 Call 299 1191749 299 4994999 1399179 899 119 Call 299 3991099 499 699 199 799

AMA A77. excellent fhghtcased 3249Amber Series 70 US Power amp. good condition 199Arcam Alpha 9 excellent 199Arcam A70. vgc 99Arcam A60, excellent condition 99ATC CA2 preamp wth remote 349Audio Research LS2. vgc boxed, due in 649Audio Research SPllmk2, 2009 Official servrce Offer's!Bear'd P500AIP100 Pre Power combo. due in CallCambridge Audio ASO Integrated 149Cambridge Audio C5OO/PSOO pre power. vgc 119CR Developments Katypso, EL3<1 integrated, ex boxed 649 Cyrus 8vs Integrated. remote. reasonable condition 249Denon DAP2500Pre/POA4400 Monos, good condition 799 EAR 890 Power Amplifier ex demo mmt boxed 3999Esoteric A03 ex demo mint CallExposure 28 Power. nr mint boxed 599Gamut Si100. excellent boxed 2499Krel. KAV400xi, nr mint boxed 1599Krell Evolution 600 Monoblocks £31.000 new. Offers. Marklevmson Ml9. due in 999Linn Majik2100 Power 899lu)(man LV105u. rare integrated. ellce!lent boxed CallLuxman LVSOSu, integrated, nr mint boxed 1999Melody 300bp Monoblock amps ex demo 2749Melody 101 Preamplifier. world renowned ex demo 2499 Melody 2A3 Integrated. ex demo CallMeridian 601 preamphifier, vgc with remote due rn Call Meridian 201 preamplifier, vgc with 209 remote 199Micromega lA60, near mint boxed 500Musical Fidelity AS Pre/Power combo mint boxed 1599Musical Fidelity NuVista integrated Amphifier. excellent 1499 Musical Fidelity A370 power amp. monster! 899Musical. FideHity P180 With CAPS V9C 499Musical Fidelity MVT preamp vgc 399Musical Fidelity 3a preamp vgc 199NAIM NAC112 excellent boxed 249

Radio/Recordec:
Arcam Alpha 8 Tuner, unused - so mint boxed! 149Hitachi FT5500mk2. bargain FM quality 49Meridian 204. good condition 199Nakamichi's • 7 currently in stock GaltQuad FM3, vgc 99Quad FM66. excellent 299Sony STSBD900 DAB/FM Tuner, excellent balled 149

NAIM Flatcap, excellent boxed 199NAIM Flatcap 2. excellent boxed 299NAIM NAC92/NAP90 Pre Power. nr mint boxed 399NAIM NAC72, excellent with phone boards 299NAIM NAJT 3, e)(ceUent boxed 349NAIM Supernait, excellent boxed 1599Primare A30.1. excelled! boxed 649PS Audio Tno P200. excellent boxed with remote 399 Quad 33/34/44/303/405 all vgc Cal!Quad 66 preamp, excellent boxed 399Raysonic SP100mk2, exceUenl boxed 999Rega Mira 3, ex demo CallRega Cursa 3. Maia 3 and Exon 3 Monos ex demo Call Ratel AC972 Preamp, remote 199Sony TAN55ES, excellent boxed, due in CallSudgen A21SE less than 6 months old, mint boxed 1599Sugden Masterclass Pre/Power 2499

Accustic Arts Drive 2 & Tube DAC SE, 1:14.000-t new AMA CD77, excellent l!ightcasedArcam Alpha CD7se, excellent with remote Arcam Alpha CD8se, excellent with remote Arcam CD73, excellent remote, boxedArcam Alpha 8, e)(ceHHent remote, boxedArcam CD62, e)(ceUent, remoteArcam DV139. ellcehent, remote Arcam Della 170/Black boll DAC Audio Aero Capitole, vgc boxed Audiolab aOOOCO, excellent, remote Cyrus Coax, reasonable condition. remote Cyrus CD8X, excellent condition, remote Cyrus CD6S, excellent boxed EAR Acute 2. ex demo. mint Esoteric UX3Pi, as new boxedGamul CD3. excellent boxed. 1:5k newLinn Karik 3, excellentLinn Genki, excellent boxedLeema Pulse 3, nr mmt boxedMeridian 203 DAG. vgcMeridian 200 Transport, good conditionMeridian 207 CO/Preamp, good conditton Mteromega CD10. nr mint boxed new mode, Mteromega CD30. nr mint boxed new mode, Musical Fidelity NuVista 30, excellent bo)(ed NAIM CDSXS, nr mini ex demo NAIM COX. ellcellent boxed NAIM CD3.5. excellent boxedNAIM CDSi mk2, excellent with remote REDUCED NAIM CDX2, as new toiledPhilips SACDtOOO, vgcboxed Pnmare AJ0.2. excellent boxed Quad 99 GDP Mk2, excellent boxed Rega Apollo, ex demo mmt boxed Roksan Kandy K2. excellent boxed Sony SCD1, with Audiocom Mods, excellent boxed Sony SCD XB940. reasonable conditionTEAC P700/D700 excellent boxed 1/2 size pair Trichord Research Digita, TI, Pulsar Dae and PSU Unison Research Urnco CD, nr mini ex demo Vincent CDSGMK, near mint boxed Wadia iPod dock, nr mint ex demo
AVIAccessones/Cabtes

Cal, 3499129 199 199 179 119 749 199 1499299 249 349 3493249 Call Call 449 399 799 199 199 249 5991199 1199 1499749 349 5491599 199 699 Call 379 549 2499119 Offerst499 999 599 Cal,
Cyrus PSXR, e)(ceHeni 249Denon AVC-A11 SA, excellent ... 229Nairn NAPSC, Flatcap etc CaU,Onkyo AV Ampifiers, s^rcial deals now on CanPS Audio Ouint^ence, as new boxed REDUCED 329 Sonic Link mains cables, vatious 49Townshend Seismic rack, 4 tier mint 1098Trichord Researeh Powerblock Call

ATC SCM50a, recent service 2499AV. Neutron 5. ex demo mint 349AVJ ADM9.1. ex demo nr mmt 849Audiovector M3 Signature Actives, nr mint boxed 1249 B&W DM6. poor cosmetics. 119B&W DM70 Continental, fair cosmetics. fully working Offer's John Bower's Active is, good condition 199Detirntive Technology Mythos 2. pair'. bargain. 399Focal 1037Be. excellent boxed 3249GRIFFIN LOUDSPEAKERS WANTED CallHypenon HPS938, excellent boxed. BARGAIN 1999Indigo Mode! One. with matching Sub1 units boxed 249 Kef Cresta. excellent boxed 49Kef 03, ellcellent 119Kel 104.2. boxed CallKef 103.3. with Kube. for details CallKudos C 10 'Super Ten. Flightcased. superb 1999Kudos C30, Oak fimsh. e)(cellent 2799Unn Keilidh. KuStone stands in cherry 299Magneplanar MG3 6, Ex demo. superb CallMartin Logan Odyssey. excellent boxed 2999Meridian M20 Active speakers 399Meridian M3 Active speakers 399Meridian M 1 Active speakers, boxed due in CallMorntor Audio Radius HD. various e)( display CallMonitor Audio GSW12 Gold series Subwoofer, excellent 699 Monior Audo BX2. ex demo mint 179Moniior Audio PL200. vqc, boxed 2749PSB Alpha 61 Stereophile Product of the year BAAGAIN!!99 Proac TabtetteAnnrversary. as new 899Quad ESL57s. due in 499Scandyna Minipod speakers. excellent 249SD Acoustics SD1, boxed, due in Cal.Thiel CS7 2, vgc. just refurbished... 2999Townshend Glastonbury 2. good condition 749Wharledale Diamond Home cinema pack. ell demo Call Usher S520 and matching Subwoofer's CallUsher 718 Diamonds. excellent boiled. ex demo 1399 Wharledale Diamond Home cinema pack. ex demo Call Whafedale 10.1 ex demo. nr mint boxed 149Wharledale 10.3 ex demo. excellent boxed 199Wharledale Active Diamond 7.1 s • rare boxed! i 19Wllson WatVPuppy 312. vgc*. crated due in... 2249
SPECIAL SYSTEM DEALS

Audio Analogue Crescendo Amp &. CD, ex demo 799 Mteromega CD10 &. IA60. both as new 999Krell Showcase Cinema {HDMI). mint boxed ONLY 4999NAIM UrntiQule &. Kudos X2s. ex demo Cal.NAD vanous ex demo pieces CallOnkyo TSXR608 and Q Acoustics 2000 Cinema pack Call Rega Saturn, Cvrsi 3, Ellan 3s, excellent CallTEAC Reference 380 system. brand new boxed Call

Telephone 01642 267012, Tuesday to Saturday 10 'til 5 
or email choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk

T u R n T A B LEW 0 R L 0
Go online to see special offers to celebrate our new website 
www.turntableworld.co.uk - the analogue specialists - 01642 267012

CNDHANDHIFl.CO.UK
mailto:choice@2ndhandhifi.co.uk
http://www.turntableworld.co.uk
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Radio tuners
Surf the airwaves with these carefully selected tuners

BEST BUY = • Radio tuners / H
eadphones

DAB/FM tuners

I FM tuners ■

Price Comments X “% c°
Badge Product

• Creek Audio Evolution 350 Sound is detailed, cohesive and extended both tonally and spatially-very classy : FM.AM 80 : « • * 308

• NADC426 220 If you aren’t already wedded to DAB, then this is a very attractive purchase FM,AM 80 • » 339

e T+AT1210R 1,200 High-end looks are matched by the sound, which is detailed and sophisticated FM 100 • i 283

• Arcam FMJ T32 

e Onkyo T-4555DAB

600 A highly cost-effective way of optimising the airwaves. iPod functionality is a bonus

400 Admirably free of grain or obvious tonal blemishes, this tuner achieves a high standard
> .

DAB 40

DAB,FM 100 319

298

DAB/FM portables

• Monitor Audio Airstream 10 225 The range of features on this DAB/FM/lnternet radio is certainly impressive DAB,FM,Web: 4 • ■ • 337

• Pure Sensia 250 One of the smartest table radios around, offering wireless computer-sourced music DAB,FM,Web 40 • • : 331
• Roberts Revival 200 A handy way to get internet radio and media streaming throughout the house DAB.FM.Web • . 344
• Tivoli Networks+10 239 FM reception is excellent and a cut above everything else this radio has to offer DAB.FM.Web 5 • : • 344

Vita Audio Rl Mkll 160 Limited to DAB/FM and line inputs, but the sound quality is very good DAB.FM.Web 10 • ; • 337

• Vita Audio R2i 300 Very smartly built with a sound that's full-bodied, neutral and detailed DAB.FM 30 • ; ; • 323

341

350 334

270 • 333

331

333195

325

500 329

348

10 ♦ 342

348

327

346

235

M J /M d WAVEBAHDS Which bands are supported: FM, M -medium wave, L - long wave, DAB -digital audio broadcasting. PRESETS How many stations can be stored 
in memory RDS Radio Data System - station names and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential).
REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for setting up an aerial. ROTMYTHNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons.

Audiophile solutions for home and travel use
Badge Product

e AKGQ701

Price Comments

500 A welcome addition to the ranks of the world's finest transducers

• Audio Technica ATH-W100X 649 Eirwaurwh V the vidues o'Mused-tiud-.i^^^^ .no great bass and background noise reduction

• Beyerdynamic DT770

• Beyerdynamic T1

• Bowers and Wilkins P5

e Grado GS100i

• Grado PS100

• )amo WEAR ln30

• Klipsch Image X10i

Sennheiser CX880I

• Sennheiser HD380

• Unique Melody Miracle

179 One of the mosttonally satisfying closed-back headphones around with excellent detail

880 A characterful, enjoyable music-maker with a detailed, weighty sound

250 T -.i.ry-rwM 'vrw rw,rw ,vrw iWrw. rwuM v:: rwaiiv qrwflv '.rwliry: llndeal

1,100 A superb transducer, capable of astonishingly high performance standards

1,795 Offer excellent detail and effortless dynamics, but they can be heavy to wear after a while

80 In-ear headphone sound is beguilingly musical and very detailed across the board

229 Natural sound and fit; lightweight and unobtrusive in-ear headphones

83 This in-ear headphone is excellent forthe price and the results overall are most impressive

140 This model offers good sound and is a worthy alternative to in-ear monitors

775 Great build and sound, the custom-moulded Miracles are one of our favourite in-ears

ELE^CTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic film instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA-AURA Earpads sit on ear ratherthan around it. CIRCUMAURAL 
Earpads rest on the head around the ears. OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out. CLDSED BACKO) Sealed capsules. WEIGHT In grams. 3.SMMJACKADAETOR 
Allows connection to personal stereos,computers etc.

HFC TOP PICKS

well built and attractive design should be able to 
win friends from outside the Apple camp as well

PURE Sensia £250
PURE's ground-breakingtouch-screen DAB 
radio has changed the way we interact with radio 
forever and sets the standard for innovation

Beyerdynamic T1 £880
Our 2010 award winner is beautifully built and 
attractively designed, with a strong and engaging 
performance and remarkable detail
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Gu • Idford
Astintrew
ATC
Audio Research 
Audiophile Base 
Copland 
Crystal Cable 
Custom Design 
Dan D'agostino 
Darneel
Dream Vision
EAT

Gamut
Grado
Heed Audio
Jadis
Jeff Roland
Koetsu
Krell
Lavardm
Magne pan 
Martm Logan 
Mteromegd

MimeWsm
Musical Fidelity
Onyko 
Pragma 
Plinius
Pnma Luna
PS Audio
Qsomx
Siltech
SME
Sonus faber

Stax
Sterling Broadcast 
Stratton Furniture 
Sugden 
Sutherland 
Theta 
Transparent 
Wadia 
Wilson Audio 
Yter
Z:Axis

When it comes to the music you love...

...Guildford Audio appreciate that only the best audio 
products are good enough, so that is exactly what we 
let you hear and experience.

Give us a call on: Z? / ,
01483 537 577

run by professionals for professionals
t. 01483 537 577 I m. 07979 515577 or 07728 613656
e. sales@guildfordaudio.co.uk I www.guildfordaudio.co.uk

mailto:sales@guildfordaudio.co.uk
http://www.guildfordaudio.co.uk
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Our pick of the best one-box amps out there
'° '6>

4>.

X4 c 
'ÕzUp to £1,000 ■

Price Comments
% %

Badge Product

• Audiolab B200A 730 Has detailed sound with good extension and unusually assured midrange 6 • : 60 349

• Cambridge Audio 840A v2 800 A chunky powerhouse with features aplenty, this amp offers detail and delicacy (silver finish) 8 • • : 120 327

• Exposure 201052
_

752 mpressive amplifier with preamp output,the 201052 was a blind group test winner 6 • 75 344

• Marantz Kl Pearl Lile 750 mpressive performer with a well-filled phono-amp board and now down to £750 from £920 5 • • 90 344

• Nuforce Icon 2 235 Detail and imaging make few, if any, concessions to full-size amps at twice the price 2 • • : 24 352

• Pro-ject Stereo Box S 199 Engagingly energetic amp with more than passable analytical skills 2 • 18 352

• Rega Brio-R 398 Fights well above its weight in terms of timing and musicality 4 MM • 50 352

• Audio Analogue Verdi Cento 1,600 A capable and strong performer with many likeable features 5 MM/MC • 70 352

• Audio Note !Zero 1,548 A fine performer that provides a catalyst for the Zero system CD player and loudspeakers 4 8 348

• Bel Canto C5i 1,799 This integrated amp/DAC produces a very energetic sound with plenty of detail 2 MM 60 351

• Consonance Cyber 10 Sig 1,595 Gorgeous tube amp delivering high-end performance at a realistic price 5 11 345

• Creek Destiny 2 1,600 Excellent tonal balance and gorgeous, effortless detail 6 opt • • 116 342

• Cyrus 8xpd 1,550 Best heard in the context of a Cyrus system, this amp nevertheless has some great qualities 6 • • 80 342

• Electrocompaniet EC15 Mkll 2,750 Big, characterful and beautifully built amp, with equally big and unforced sound 6 120 349

• EmilleAra 2,450 An extremely competent valve amp in its own right with a useful set offeatures 2 • 22 343

• Icon Audio Stereo 60 Mk 3 1,700 An energetic valve amp that offers high power and delivers it with confidence 4 • 65 346

• Leema Pulse Ill 1,495 Offers a clean, smooth sound and has an unusually wide array of inputs 6 MM/MC 70 342

• Moon 13.3 3,000 Lively and lifelike with a good sense of rhythm and generally good performance 4 opt • • 10 349

• Pathos Ethos 3,250 A highly capable two-channel amp that offers great sound, plus a versatile equipment interface 6 • 100 348

• Peachtree Audio iDecco 1,000 A well-equipped amp/DAC one-stop solution for iPod and digital audio users 2 • 40 344

• Peachtree Audio Nova 1,099 This amp/DAC combi is a fine heart for a computerised desktop system 3 • • 80 341

• Primaluna Prologue Two 1,820 This valve amp has many fine qualities that will endear it to many audiophiles 4 • • 30 346

• Primare 132 2,200 Gorgeous sound,while the prospect of future upgrades is truly mouth-watering 3 120 344

• Rega Elicit 1,595 A very good bass, while imaging and detail provide an involving and enjoyable listen 5 opt • 80 349

• Unison R^^rch 56 2,990 This valve amp creates a big spacious soundstage with ample depth and width 5 35 347

A
m

plifiers / Pre/pow
er am

plifiers

Pre/power amplifiers
Separate boxes can bring clear advantages

Up to £2,000

P. OTE> <z

% % %* 'UTPUQ) Z..Q) vt?

■ % % f !
"1

% ■■
>UTUTTR- %...O/ 4;

coUT
Price CommentsProduct

e UTmbriOTETRioUTPUur^tf/^Q) 2,000 ' Enterprising technology delivers a pre/power combo that always sounds detailed aid controlled : <UTi S opt .:2??i 309

e NAD C165BEE/C275BEE 1,550 An alternative to the usual integrated route and one that offers flexibility and fine sound >j»j6ky* ; 130: 336

Above £2,000

• Audio Research DS450 7,OOO

• Bryston BP16/ 28 SST2 5,700

Power amp features a very neutral transparent sound with lots of power and low-running temperature 

Preamp and power amp combo offers superb sound quality

2 450: 337. ••••••••)•• • ,.... - -,
• : • 6 opt • 100 323

: . • . • ---------- ------

•

•

Cayin SP-30S/SP-WM 

ClasseAudio CP-8OTE

3,346 4 MM 3 40 343

4,450 A future-proof and well-built preamp with an excellent USB DAC and range offeatures • : 6 350

• Cyrus Stream XP 2,000

• Cyrus Mono X3W

• ' Linn Akurate Kontrol/22OTE

2,495

7,550

• Mark Levinson No. 326S 8,000

•

•

•

•

Musical Fidelity M6PRE/PRX 

OnkyoP-300R/M-500R 

Quad Elite Pre/Mono 

Trilogy909/990

.
4,9?8

.

4,200

1,500

10,390

An easy to use streaming DAC/preamp with a great combination of sound quality and features 

A power amp with a rare combination of speed and resolution

Reviewed as part of an entire system (streamer and speakers). this combo offers a crisp, open sound 

Excellent USB implementation, natural sound and solid build. Excellent performance levels

For those wanting a powerful high-end pre/power combo at a realistic price, this is a fantastic package

Superb sounding combination with excellentbuild,fiexibilityand connection options

Clear and well-focused bass, plus a sound with a high degree of simple honesty

Extremely musical valve-based pairing with hybrid power and beautiful finish

• 5 . 346

2

2

• 7 • •

)00 341

•200 343

338

• • ■ 9 • : • 260 340

• : • 6 MM • 80 345

• • 6 ^x • IS? 349

• • 6 • ;100 325

1323333 UNE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. HONO INPUT Input sockets 
and on-board phono stage for a cartridge. Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coil), occasionally both. REMOOTE CONTROL A remote control is supplied with the amplifier. 
HEADPHONE SOCKET To drive your cans with. POWER O^UTPUT Manufacturers rated output in watts per channel.
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re mier
Wakefield 01924 255045

07970541239

We are now demonstrating in the following areas: 
Manchester - Cleveland - Cumbria - Linconshire - 
Humberside - Yorkshire - Lancashire - Birmingham - 
Nottingham - Durham - Leeds - Sheffield
A small selection below of our current line up

UniqueFurnitureOutlet

AuolLo sy^thesLs
'PS Au^io c;e^v.Ls. Louols.peaR.ers

Hand crafted Oak and Hardwood vinyl 
storage cabinets. Pleasing to behold; 

enhance your vinyl collection.
Traditional jointing, selection of 

hardwoods and finishes, ideal for 
alcoves

< s
Coming soon ... Oak and Granite multi rack Hi-Fi 
supports

A good range of used & ex dem always available at affordable prices

For latest deals & info www.premier-audio.net
Contact Martin Legg on 01994 427303 or 07958997361 
why not visit us at www.uniquefurnitureoutlet.co.uk

http://www.premier-audio.net
http://www.uniquefurnitureoutlet.co.uk
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Streamers/music servers
Streaming and music servers are opening up a new dimension in listening pleasure

Badge Product Price Comments
• Cambridge Audio MP30 400 A fully featured streamer that sounds remarkably open and works well wirelessly

• Logtech SqueezeboxTouch 240 Possibly the best user interface we've seen on any dedicated digital audio player

• MaranTR rw7AX 600 Easy to use, the NA7004 makes getting into streaming simple and all fora great price, too

• NaimNDSTR 1,925 A ‘starter’ product, its performance actually comes close to that of a reference-level streamer

• Rotel RDG-1520 795 A great product for those unaccustomed to internet-based audio

349
351
351
35

351

Stream
ers/M

usic servers/D
A

Cs/Cables

WIRELESS Able to receive files wirelessly DRIVE Rtted with its own hard drive USI USB Sockets fitted INTERNET RADDI Able to receive web radio
MPATIBLI Able to connect directly to an iPod LPAPAIRPLA Able to function as an AirPlay receiver BALANCED OUPU1 Rtted with a balanced out DIGITAL OUTPUT Rtted 

with a digital output

DACs o o • o

Badge Product Price Comments

Digital-to-analogue convertors are back and the price has come right down

• Antelope Audio Zodiac Plus 1,895 Remarkable resolving capabilities and more inputs than the majority of DACs • ! • 192 • • • 345

• Benchmark DACl 950 Very clean sound with plenty of detail and also good rhythmic drive • • 192 •• • 341

• Cambridge Audio DacMagic 230 Detail and imaging are very good and a decent feature ■ ■ kin' kinkin . ■ ; kin ■ - ■ kinkinkin • : • 96 • 331

• Electrocompaniet PD1 1,250 Great sound and superb build, the PDl allows you to access music on your computer hard drive : • : • • : • 192 • 350

e Furutech GT40 395 The perfect 'missing link' between analogue and the home computer • 96 • • 342

• MatrixMini-i 260 Agile, lively and detailed sound with clear and full-bodied oass • • • 192 • 349

• M2 Tech Young DAC 1,200 For affordable ultra-high resolution, this DAC has detailed sound and is full of life and 'kin bikini kin • • ' • 96 • • 350

• NuForce DAC9 1,095 A very capable DAC with good input and output provision • ' • • 192. • 350

• Rega DAC 498 A little stunner, combining genuinely high-end sound with a good feature set • • 44 346

• PSAudioDigitalLinkili 899 A simple no-fuss product that just sounds great and at its price is something of a bargain • • • : 192 • 341

H J V] COAXIAL INPUTS Rtted with a coaxial input OPTICAL INPUTS Rtted with an optical input US Rtted with a USS input WIRELESS Able to receive material wirelessly 
SAMPLING RATES Maximum sampling rate of the DAC RALANCED OUTPUTS Rtted with a balanced output HEADPHONE SOCKET Can operate as a headphone amp VOWME 
CONTROL Can be connected directly to an active speaker or power amp.

Cables
Cables really can make a difference, especially our top recommendations

interconnects
Badge Product Price Comments

PTR -rw «AX

• Black Rhodium Polar Illuson 250 A good all-rounder, with clear and purposeful bass and particularly fine treble • : • 321
• Chord Co. Indigo Plus 995 Costly, and high-class cable needs running in, but this is a finely detailed design overall • 323
• Peerless Sigma 70 A cable that belies its modest price with sound that's detailed, neutral and full bodied • • 343
• QED Ref Audio Evolution 63 Tonally favours the bass, but overall detail and imaging are very good • • 343
• QED Signature Audio S 190 Mellifluous and rounded, this cable is a great choice for lovers of the human voice • • • • • 332

Digital interconnects

• Atlas Mavros 285 By any reckoning this is a very revealing wire : • • ;′ ′ E ' 336
• van den Hui The Wave 65 The results this cable achieves are excellent and it scores highly for value : • • ; E 336

Speaker cables (price per metre)

• Black Rhodium Jive Bi-Wire 14 Bi-wire cable which is full of sonic virtues. It's highly practical,too • : 339
• Kimber4PR 65 Many high-end virtues at a budget price, including a well-judged bass and sweet extended treble • 349

• Monster MCX-ls 5 Notable for its bass, perhaps a touch overdone at times but could be a good foil to small speakers • : • i : 280

• van den Hui The Teatrack 35 A bi-wire cable with a sound that's impeccably timed, neutral and full of detail : • • 339

• Wireworld Stream 6 Packs a punch when needed and the detail is good • : 349

STRANDED Cable has a number of (usually) twisted strands to conduct the signal. SOLID COR Cable has one or more individually insulated strands to conduct the signal. 
COPPER Material used to form the conducting element of the cable. SILVERAltemative material used to form the conducting element of the cable. DIGITAL CABLE TYPE E- electrical, 
0 - optical. Cables are one metre length unless otherwise stated.
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Digital Audio streaming
hi-fi and networked audio specialists from single systems to whole house solutions

New Akurate OS LINN New Klimax OS
• Networked audio - simple access with a huge performance increase
• Audition & compare various products or brands in our listening rooms
• Arcam, B&W, Denon, Linn, Nairn, PMC, Rega, Quad, Spendor, Sonos
Whether you wish to add to or replace your existing source a networked audio player will provide easy 
access to your entire music collection and give a huge increase in performance. Our expert and friendly 
team can help plan, install, configure your network, and help migrate your music collection. Come and 
get hands on with the future and experience the latest digital streaming technology has to offer.

0% APR or deferred payment options available to suit your own budget
Example: Cash Price £1425. 20% Deposit required £285 plus 12 equal payments of £95. Total £1425 0% APR

Audition the Nairn Uniti family - the complete home network music solution 
Enjoy an audition in our comfortable listening rooms - Free on site parking 

www.billyvee.co.uk
See our website for current range of ex-demonstration and special offers

Turntable

Rega - New product range
Outstanding performance and value

Brio-R 
amplifier

Rega 
OAC

™ gg ™ 
SOUND Y STEMS UZU OOuZ luZl
J u in u □ I □ I L II □ email enquiry: info@billyvee.co.uk 

248 Lee High Road, Lewisham, London SE13 5PL (Mon - Sat 10am - 6.30pm Closed Thursday)

http://www.billyvee.co.uk
mailto:info@billyvee.co.uk


www.hifichoice.co.uk Buyers guide Hifi Choice
BADGES KEY: A. RECOMMENDED^ 10 EDITOR'SCHOICE = ^ | ^ GROUPTESTWINNER = * | BEST BUY = •

Stereo speakers
The most influential link in the chain

Stereo speakers

Badge Product Price Comments % ’ ry %
• Acoustic Energy Radiance 1 600 Limited bass, power handling and dynamics, but exceptional mid-to-treble voicing 18.5,32,25 A 33 • 325, r...........
• Acoustic Energy Neo V2 700 Lots of box, this speaker produces a coherent and engaging sound

—.....’■
20.3,120,30 • A •

. ,..
348

• Amphion Helium 410 600 Speaker combines exceptional clarity and timing with a solid build 13.2,25.922 i A 60 • 351

• ATCSCM11 867 A very fine little speaker t-at its best with natural recordings where it adds little 21,38,25 A- 55 • 293

• Boston Acoustics A 360 720 Avery cohesive and entertaining speaker with a wonderfully musical and tonally even performance 34.5,106,27.4 • A I • 349

• Bowers and Wilkins CM1 488 Luxury miniature has laid-back sound, low coloration and fine imaging, but weak dynamics 16.5,28,28 A- 40 279

• Cambridge Audio S30 130 At its best with energetic, rhythmic music, this bookshelf speaker has class-leading bass 16,22.6,23.5 : r . . , 347, -.... .
• Castle Knight 2 400 A true resurgence for the Castle brand, the Knight 2 has a beguiling sound quality 20,38,33.5 A+

....... .
42 •

,. .
338

• EB Acoustics EB2 669 Excellent value speaker-, its composite enclosure gives a very clean and neutral sound 225,4530 A 64 • 341

• Elipson Planet L 600 Well built and clever design, this is a fine-sounding speaker with many likeable qualities 40.5,42.3,42.8 A 48 : • 350

• Epos Epic 5 750 Excellent aesthetic and lively, involving sound, this is a superb performer 28.6,98,38 A • 347

• Focal Chorus 726V 950 Compact and realistically priced, the Chorus 726V is a good all-round performer 22,99,37.5 • A 25 • 325

• JBL Studio l8 700 Good value floorstanderwith neutrality, massive headroom and plenty of punch 22,99,37 • A 25 • 275

• KEFiQ50 599 Looks cute and very discreet, with spacious imaging, good balance and a sweet treble 17.5,81.5,26 • A 23 i • 315

• Mission MX5 600 An engaging listen and worth an audition, if you have the room 25,99.5,39 • A- • 341

• Monitor Audio BX5 500 Attractive and compact design with fast and engaging sound 21.5,86.8,24.8 • A- • 345

• Monitor Audio Silver RSS 850 Bold, dynamic sound, it's an easy load that works well in larger rooms 90,18,27 • A 33 • • 276

• Monitor Audio GS10 900 More neutral tonally than some recent MAs, the GS10 is is easv to drive . 20,^6,27 . A- 40 • 284

• PMC DBli 985 Could be more neutral, but a very effective musical communicator 15.5,29,23.4 A+ 30 • • 334

• ProAc Tablette Ref Eight 704 Stunning standmount with electrostatic-like imagery. Its brother is even better-! 15,27,23 A+ 40 i • 267

• Q Acoustics 2010 115 The sheer cleanliness of this speaker’s sound is astonishing 15,23.4,20.3 . 347

• Q Acoustics 1020i 140 Outstanding value, t smooth well-balanced and lively sound makes a fine communicator
■. .^.p „;.

17.5,25,26.5 A+
...... ; ■•
60 •

. ; .■ ...
• 318

• Rega RS1 390 Clever close-to-wall speaker has a fine coherence and good communication 15,32,23.6 A 23 • 319

• Roth Audio Oli10 100. ^— • • • • . •• ... . An even-handed bookshelf loudspeaker with very good upper-bass energy 15.3.19.9,17.8 347

• Tannoy Revolution DC6T 820 Good-looking and compact floorstanderwith a beautifully judged overall balance 20.2,95,25.3 • A • 346

• Teufel T500 568 Good value, solid build and an extended warranty 19.5,105,32.5 • A- • 340

• Triangle Color 899 Excellent build, with strong and evenhanded sonics 18.8,96.5,27.5 e A • 349

• Wharfedale Diamond 10.0 130 A strikingly energetic bookshelf speaker that's notably communicative with voices 14.5,23.6,16.5 347

• XTZ 99.26 670 Astonishing value for money, this is a very talented performer with well-recorded music 24.4,39.9,35.2 348

Above £1,000

• Adam Audio Tensor Delta 8,400 This active loudspeaker brings a powerful range of capabilities to its performance 33,56,34 A 50 • 329

• AE Energy Radiance 2 1,000 This speaker boasts fine neutrality, sweet top, fine imaging and wide dynamic range ....L^25,! • A ,30^ r‘..." 334

e AE Energy Radiance 3 1,500 This speaker’s effective enclosure ensures a wide dynamic range and a very clean sound 23,92,29.7 • A 27 • 320

e AE AElMklll 2,000 This speaker has a lovely midband smoothness and superior image focus 18.5,31,25 A 24 ' • 1 : 337

• Amphion Argon 3L 2,300 Solid build ensures an impressively clean sound with loads of bass and fine neutrality 19,92.5,30.5 • A 44 : • : : 322

Aspara HL6 4,300, .^_t t ...... Acoustic material sounds great and there are many strengths in design and performance 18.5,93,34.5 • A • : : 332

• Audio Note Zero Al-Two 1,294 A sensitive and immediate-sounding speaker and tested as part of the Zero system 25,90,30 A • i : 348

• Audioplan Kontrapunkt IVB 2,898 Boasts exceptional stereo imaging and mid-through-treble coherence 16,35,26 • A 45 • : : 329

• Audiovector Ki3 Signature 1,890 Very attractive and discreet, with fine stereo imaging and low coloration 14,98,27 • A • • 343

• Audiovector S3 Super 2,600 Useful ability to upgrade, offers good musical communication and stereo imaging 19,103,31 • A 50 • 328

• AVIADM9 1,125 Active mini-monitors that are exceptionally accurate and dynamic sounding 20,30,26 ACT 60 • ' 301

• Bowers and Wilkins CMB 1,250 Exceptional looking speaker with a fine midrange and superior imaging 16.5x96x28 • A 60 • 344

• Bowers and Wilkins PM1 1,995 This standmount boasts fine imaging, superb neutrality and dynamic range 19x33x25 A 40 •......... .. ...... 352

• Bowers and Wilkins 802 — ~ • — — —•— — •••••••••••••^ 11,500• •• •• • • • This high-end speaker has an airy, spacious midband, with dean bass reproduction• •••••• •••••••• •••• «•• ••••• — ——•••. . . - . . a - — —-.- — ■ — — .,. - - -- - - *■ r - , - - - -. - • T~~T     , - a a. -a . -    --- # ^^B••• 36.8,138,56.3 • A 27 • 337

• Canton Vento 820 1,200 Really emphasises the benefits of the standmount, with great freedom from boxiness 22,36,31.5 • A+ jg^+J^> ...... ! • 342

• DALI IKON 7 Mkll 1,669 With a wide dynamic range, this speaker offers high performance at a realistic price 20x117x36.4 • A • 348

• Dynaudio DM3/7 1,299
•••• ........... ............ .... ...... ... .... ....... ... ... .. ■ ■■ ... ...... ... ......... ..... ,
Sound has a fine overall balance and impressive bass weight 20.4,96,27.5 • A • 345

• Focal Chorus 826W LE 1,879 Focal has turbo charged the 826 resulting in lots of energy, excitement and fine detail 28.2,103.8,37.5 • A • 330

• Focal Electra 1027 Be 4,399 Outstanding mid and top with fine delicacy, low coloration, but lacks some bass grip and drive 26.5.111,35 • A­, _ ■ ■ 25 1 .„.. ^, • 276

• Free FS1 3,500
k ^B ^B k ^F ^B k ^B H ^B ^B B ^F ^F ^B ^F ^F ^B B B ^F ^F ^B B B ^F ^B B B ^k B ^B ^B B ^B ^B B B ^k B ^B B ^B B ^B ^B B B ^B B B B ^k B ^B ^B B ^B ^k B ^k ^B B k ^k ^k ^k ^B ^k ^k ^k B ^k ^B ^B ^B ^^B ^B ^k ^k ^k ^k ^^B ^B ^B ^k ^k ^k B^k^k ^k ^B ^B ^^k^^k ^k ^k ^k ^k ̂k ^B ^k ^B ^B ^k B ^B ^B B ^B ^B B ^k ^B B ^k ^k B ^B ^B ^B ^k ^B ^B B B ^k ^B B ^k ^k k k ^k B ^k ^B B B ^k B ^k ^k ^k ^B ^k ^k ^k ^k ^B ^k ^k ^k ^k .. ^k .■ ^k ^F
An elegant design with the minimum of wiring. Wireless with Sanos or Air-port Express 16,87,27 i • ACT 35 • • 301

• GamutPhi5 3,040 Lovely discreet floorstander has excellent sound and several very clever engineering touches 17,100,24 • ' 20 • i 305

• Green Mountain Audio Rio 2,000 Fabulously tight timing and coherence makes for a very expressive and musical performer 20.8,40.6,34.9 • A 80 • 332
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Stereo speakers (continued) •
Shapes and sizes for every budget %

Stereo speakers

Badge Product Price Comments

V. % 
% % %

. % 
%*

ye ye ye>. \C6> K
• Guru QM10 1,595 A very clever close-to-wall standmountwith fine imaging, that sounds a lot biggerthan it looks 30,25.2,23.2 A 26 : • ! 317
• )amo R 907 6,600 Arguably the more 'chummy' ofJamo's dipole flagships, powerful bass and open midrange 44,118.9,7 • A 30 • : i 317
• KEF Blade 20,000 With its wide dynamics and good imaging, this is a stylish performer 36.3,159,54 • A 40 • : : 351
• Kudos X2 1,350 Attractive presentation alongside a lively sound makes for an involving experience 16.6,78,20.6 • 27 • • : 337
• Linn Akurate 242 7,300 Wide, smooth high-frequency dispersion, with excellent sound 21,100,38 • • 343
• Magico V2 18,000 High pricingderives this speaker's superb painstaking engineering & impressive performance 25.5,115,30 • A 32 • 325
• Magneplan Magneplanar 16 2,500 Great with acoustic and classical material, this dipole panel speaker has superb sound quality 48,165,5 • A 43 : • : 329
• Mission 7916 1,300 Clean, open and detailed, smooth, relaxed loudsyear'ye does exactly what it says on the box 20.6,99.8,31.8 • A 25 • : ! 321
• Monopulse 42A 1,995 Oddball styling, fine bass-to-mid balance and dynamics and superb voice coherence 26,110,25 • A 25 i • : i 302
• Monitor Audio GoldGX200 2,300 A stylish speaker free from boxiness with wide dynamic range 17,99,30 • A 25 349
• Mordaunt-Short Pert 6 LE 4,799 Striking moulded enclosure minimises coloration, overall balance is smooth, neutral and open 24,115,43 • A 22 308
• Neat Momentum 3i 1,790 Sounds biggerthan it looks, with good coherence and an impressively wide dynamic range 22,38,27 A- 23 • : i 302
• Opera Callas 3,195 Technically innovative multi-tweeter system, this is a grown up and articulate performer ; 23,37.5,34 i 32 • : Ì 311
• Opera Seconda 1,995 Fine styling and finish, plus very superiorvoicing, if a shade lacking in warmth 24,102531.5 • A 20 • : : 314
• Pioneer S-2EX-W 5,200 This speakeroffers superb midband neutrality and excepriorMl clarity • 29.1,56.5,42.5 Ì • A 37 • : : 320
• PMCGBli 1,525 Fine voice reproduction, overall agility and well-judged balance 15.5,87,23.4 • A 40 * : Ì 347
• PMCFBli 2,100 A floorstander that boasts impressive bass extension and a smooth sweet top end 20,100,30 • A 20 : • ' i 329
• PMCfact8 5,250 Beautiful styling, alongside a superb all-round sound with a notably wide dynamic range 15.5,10538 • A 55 • : ! 327

• Quadral Aurum Allan VIII 1,570 This speaker has a warmth that belies its size and a very laid-back character 22.240.534.6 • A 52 • • ' i 350
• ProAc Studio 140 Mk2 1,690 Headroom and high sensitivity are an encouragement to play it loud 19,104,28 • A * i ! 347
• Rega RS7 1,685 Lively and transparent with superior dynamic range 24.6,98.8,34.6 • A • : : 347
• Revolver Screen 3 2,799 Visually dramatic and very successful in delivering genuine high-quality hi-fr sound 50,140,11 A 35 • : : 329
• Roksan Caspian FR-5 2,475 Sharp-looking speaker sounds exceptionally open and lively without aggression 20,100,25 • A 22 * i i 290
• Sonus faber Luito Monitor 1,690 Subtly designed, elegant-sounding package, especially with good recordings 18.53533.5 A- 55 • i 322
• Sonus faber Minima Vintage 2,490 Easy, graceful-sounding compact, a natural for acoustic material at moderate volume levels 20,33,27.5 A- 55 • ; : 312
• Sonus faber Cremona Audit. 3,350 Open, exciting and with surprisingly good bass, this is 'The Little Speaker That Could' 20,35,37 A 50 * ' i 305
• SpendorSAl 1,295 Very high-quality Sdb-mim<ilure with notably superior sound 16.5,30.5,19 A 30 • : : 334
• Spendor SP3/3R2 2,295 Lovely overall balance with fine voicing and transparency 27,54.5,32.5 A * ■ ! 343
• Tannoy Definition DCB 2,500 Stylish-looking, this speaker is a fine communicator with clean, crisp and dynamic sound 27,47,26 55 • : 343
• Totem Sttaf 1,695 This speaker delivers good scale with a fine midband 16,85,24.2 • A • i : 340
• TriangleGenese Lyrr 3,300 A well-balanced speaker with generous sensitivity, fine imaging and good expressiveness <9 A 30 e ; 338
• Teufel Ultima 80 2,498 L' a ■ . : ■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ . ■ ■■ ' -■ . easy system-matching 22,98,37 e A 42 e . 335
• Vivid Audio Kl 14,495 With a subtle, fast and wide bandwidth, this speaker is one of the finest on the planet 28,130,45 A 35 e : 325
• Wilson Benesch Curve 5,383 Much (but not al) of the ACTs performance in a much more compact and affordable package 23,91,37 • A 28 • i 254
• Wharfedale Opus 1,500 Great material value and a solid, if bright and forward sound. Has great loudness potential 26,100.5,41 • A 23 • : : 314
• Yamaha Soavo 2 1,200 Cunningly crafted with a bdauiifi .i balance yea: ariyevs soLyeds iivelv. open and involving 22,38,35 A 28 • I : 296
• Zu Essence 3,750 ' ar an: • ■ -ye ■ ■ ; , ye : . ar. ar .■ . ar y,.. ...u, . for balance shortcomings : 305,125305 • Ì A 25 * i Ì 327

E2ZS23 SIZEW,H,D (CM) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. URORSTANDER Speakers that don't require stands. EASE OFDRM How much power the 
amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the loudspeaker effectively. A+ 25 watts plus A 50 watts plus A^ 100 watts plus ACT Active - the speaker has its own in-built amplifier. 
BASS FROM How low the speaker goes -the smaller the number the deeper the bass. FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TO WALL The speakers will 
work best when up against a wall (but avoid comers).

f HFC TOP PICKS 1

Castle Knight 2 £400
The Knight 2 continues in the great Castle tradition 
of excellent finish and solid build and climbs to the 
top of the pile with excellent sonic performance

Focal Chorus 826W LE £1,879
Focal has taken the 826 and turbocharged it, keeping 
the virtues of the stock model but with increased 
energy, excitement and detail

■

PMC fact.8 £4,600
A fantastic combination of elegant design, well­
thought out room-tuning features and superb sonic 
performance. A 2010 Product of the Year nominee
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Based conveniently in central Guildford, P J Hi-R has specialised in the 
demonstration, provision and installation of quality hi-fi and home cinema 
for over 20 yeors. Our dedicated demonstration rooms allow you to listen in 
comfort to a range of exceptional products. whilst our friendly and 
knowledgeable staff are always on hand ta answer ony questions you 
may have.

Whether you are looking for your first genuine hi-fi system. want to creole 
a bespoke home cinema or wish to distribute music and movies throughout 
your house, PJ Hi-R can provide a solution to surr all budgets and criteria

O^^O 

f\..'i?n.,.
As a truly independent retailer we are proud to say that we hand select, 
test and scrutinise all the products that we supply, ensuring a consistent 
stondard of quality and reliobility over our entire range of equipment .

Dr-op in today lo discuss your requirements or phone I email 
us to book a demonstration.

\
. '

Visit our dedicated demo rooms at: 
iBndceJfreet 
Guild for 
Surrey 
GUI 4RY

Opening hours:
9om-6pm Monday to Saturday

Telephone: 
01483 504801 or01483 304756

\
Email.
info@pjhifi.co.uk

Web: 
ww^.pjhifi.co.uk► ►►►►►►►► The only real hi-fi shop in Guildford
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Equipment supports
Hi-fi equipment supports come in all shapes and sizes

Buyers guide Hifi 2
BEST BUY = • Equipm

ent supports / Speaker stands

Badge Product Price Comments

• Audiophile Base Std Supp’t 1,200 Expensive and quite bulky, but sound is unusually detailed and resonance-free 57 46,35 3 MDF 302

• Blok Stax 300 180 A simple and effective design that gives some useful isolation across most of the audio band 40,46 MDF 334

• Custom Design Inert Matt 70 Isolation platform can improve the sound of hi-fi components, but is a bit sma II for most kit 40x25 Metal 311

Custom Design XL4 380 Simple construction pays off in smart looks. Sound contribution is minimal 60,42 4 Glass 293

Custom Design Milan 509 Good-looking stand with nothing more to complain of than slight muddying of detail 57 48,39 4 Glass 302

• Hi-Fi Racks Podium 500 A keenly priced piece of high-class furniture that also happens to sound great 59.5 Wood : 320

• lsonoe Isolation feet 98 A set of four isolation feet that are ideally suited to microphonic kit like turntables Alloy 327

• Magic Racks MR1 600 At its best it’ s ve^ effective and give s real isolation across the audio band 59 , Rul>lhNE*r 344

• Pro-Ject Ground It 255 Ave^ simply designed isolation base, with is ve^ effective when reducing vibration : 50,40 MDF 351

• Quadraspire Sunoko-VentT 800 The sound is detailed and largely uncoloured, while the design is rigid and beautifully veneered 59,47 4 MDF 334

Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 988 Attractive modular system made ofve^ lightTorlyte: a touch of added warmth is its only vice 68 54,49 4 Tortyfe 240

• Townshend Seismic Sink 400 Pricey platform, that makes an obvious difference to any turntable’s performance : 50,40 Steel 351

Speaker stands
Not all stands are made equal - try one of our top buys VPrice CommentsBadge Product

• Atacama Duo 6 65 Maintains high standards in mid and treble, with excellent tonality and good detail 17,13 : • i 1 346

• Custom Design FS104 190 Gets excellent results out of speakers small and large, and excels in fine detail and pmosc- imaging • 1 346
* L - - - -

• Custom Design SQ404 220 Robust four-pillar design gives ve^ low coloration and maximises performance ' 61 18,16.3 • 4
... ...........

283

• Partington Ansa 60 119 Elegant fiat-packer 'disappears' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent 62 18,15 • 4 232

• Quadraspire QV60 250 This stand helps maximise detail and tonal resolution ; 1 346

• Soundstyle Z2 70 Bass can be a little Imprecise, but there’s plenty of detail on offer 17,13 • i 1 346

E2ZS33 HEIGHT(CM) Height of equipment support and speaker stand (not including spikes) in centimetres. TOP PLATE SIZE(CM Width by depth of the supporting platform(s). 
Single figures indicate a square platform (Speakers generally overhang top plates). FILLABLE The stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead to stop ringing. WELDED As opposed 
to bolt-together construction. NUMBER OF SHELVES To put your kit on (different configurations are often available). NUMBER OF LEGS That support the stand. SHELF “^PE Material 
that shelves are made of.

Atacama Duo 6 £65
This value-priced loudspeaker stand adds a 
hint of vibrancy to the sound and there's plenty 
of life and energy in the midrange and treble

Quadraspire Sunoko Vent T £800
A clever solution to the twin problems of equipment 
cooling and resonance, thanks to a unique shelf 
design, makes this a worthy 2010 award winner

Townshend Seismic Sink Platform £400 
Made of steel, this platform makes any turntable 
immune to the effects offloor-borne vibration, as 
well as producing noticeable improvements to CD

DÌaBIo PhoiNO AlViplifiER

Now available in the UK from Trichord Research 
Interconnect and Speaker 
cables using the legendary

18G ULTRA-WIRE
Ultra high purity 99.9999%, 
linear crystal, stress-free, super annealed, micro-polished 
ultra fine stranded copper conductors. Phenomenal 
reputation with sound quality to match.
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PMC'S 
NEW 
TWENTY!
In-depth review of PMC's 
all-new twenty series - 
we test the new twenty.23

Plus»• Best Buy turntables: 
six-way Blind-listening Group 
Test reveals the best turntables 
you can buy this Christmas

I f you can't always find a copy of this
magazine, help is at hand' Complete this
form and hand in at your local store, they'll

Subiect to availability

issue to be reserved for 
you. Some stores may even 
be able to arrange for it to 
be delivered to your home. 
Just ask!

. arrange for a copy of each

Please reserve/deliver my copy of 
on a regular basis, starting with issue

Title First name

Surname

Address

Postcode

Telephone number______

If you don't want 
to miss an issue

■ l^a the UK's finest hi-fi journalism, round-ups of accessories and 
PLUS • music, the most trustworthy hi-fi reviews on the planet, not to 
mention the latest news, views and features from the UK's most reliable guide to 
high-performance audio - Britain's only growing hi-fi magazine!

JANUARY ISSUE ON SALE THURSDAY 8 DECEMBER 2011
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Outstanding 
in our Field

Audio
Home Cinema 
Multi-Room

Located in the midst of rural Norfolk, 
Basically Sound offers a relaxing, 

out of town location for you to visit and 
experience the best performing 

audio systems available.

From turntables to the latest 
in network audio solutions, we ensure 

that you hear music as it should be heard 
- and the parking and coffee are free.

Installation

Brands 
offered include:

Arcam 
Bryston 

Chord Co.
Dynavector 
HiFi Racks 

Guru Pro Audio 
lsoblue

Lehmann 
Linn 
Nairn 

Okki Nokki
PMC 
Rega 
REL 

Sennheiser 
Wilson Benesch 

Wireworld

Calveley Court. Reymerston, Norfolk. NRg 4QD 

01362 820800 

enquiries@basicallysound.co.uk 
www.basicallysound.co.uk

BASICALLYSOUND

7th OctoberMark Levinson/ Revel/N

lobér’

Start and finish times to be confirmed, please enquire by phone or email

01753 631000

BERKSHIRE SLj 
www.studioav.db 
sales@studio^w

44 HIGH STREET
ETON

Linn Summer Party - 2r|d & 3rd September’

Anthem/Sim2/Paradigm/ Focal Utopia - 14th’

Please register your interest in any of 
the above events at 

events@studioav.co.uk 
or call the shop on the 

number below

Naim Audio - 11th November^ 12th November’

Open Event D 
2011 il /

Audio lab 
Chord
Cyrus 
Dali 
Marantz 
Michell 
Monitor Audio 
Mordaunt Short 
Pathos 
Pioneer 
P oAc 
Project 
Q-Acoustics 
Quad 
Sonos

o %
UpTo 36 Months

> York HiFi Specialist for over 40 Years
> New Store with Free Customer Parking
> Qualified Staff - Independent Advice
> Quality HiFi Seperates from £100 to £10,000 oO/o Finance
> Widest Choice in the Area - Most items from Stock Available*
> 
>

Open 10: 30am - 5: 30pm Monday to Saturday *Subject to status 

Visit our Website or Call for latest offers & promotions
Sugden 
TEAC 
Wharfedale
& Many More... www.Vickers-Hifi.co.uk E-mail: VickersHiFi@Hotmail.com

mailto:enquiries@basicallysound.co.uk
http://www.basicallysound.co.uk
http://www.studioav.db
mailto:events@studioav.co.uk
http://www.Vickers-Hifi.co.uk
mailto:VickersHiFi@Hotmail.com
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An¿doatte Seduction

wli&rewucsic is cnw dass um

Analogue Seduction are dedicated towards two 
channel Hi-Fi, specialising in vinyl replay.

As well as our on-line shop we have dedicated demonstration 
retail facilities based in Peterborough, Cambridgshire and we 

can offer our customers home demonstrations.

We stock the finest in amplification, analogue, digital replay and speakers. 
We also specialise in a cable termination and cable burn in service.

Please visit our website www.analogueseduction.net to browse 
or purchase products that are not easily available elsewhere.

New vinyl records now stocked

Tel: +44 (0) 1733 344768

where sound 
becomes music

rega 
lavardin

^rogc 
wSeHa
leben
nagra 

devore
chord.co 

dynavector 
quadraspire 

atacama 
well tempered lab 

music works

west hampstead london
0330 111 5653 www.sonatahifi.com rob@sonatahifi.com

arcam

dynavector new toys

"... so good I swear it is 
surrounded by magic"

- Noel Key wood - Hi Fi Wond

E CINEMA
& TECHNOLOGIES CINTSRIEUR

We're delighted to be exhibiting at the Salon Hi Fi Show in 
Paris, France on the 1 st and 2nd October 2011

epson 

focal 

grado 

isoblue 

huller

for black stuff: 
rega RP3

kudos

linn pr^^cts

lyra

naim audio

neat acoustics 

nottingham 

primare

ortofon 

pmc (including fact)

rega<

sennheiser

stax signals
Please contact us for further details sumiko hi-fi for grown-ups

i! m^•••••
ww.mfaudio.co.uk : : info@mfaudio.co.uk : : +44 (0) 1424 858260

i pswich (01473) 655171
w w w signa is uk cam

http://www.analogueseduction.net
http://www.sonatahifi.com
mailto:rob@sonatahifi.com
ww.mfaudio.co.uk
mailto:info@mfaudio.co.uk
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Is this your problem? Here’s your
answer

loud too loud way too loud »
I this accessory 

13 heartfy 
HVz recommended'

Gramophone

It’s a common problem The usable range on the 
volume control is all down at the bottom end and 
fine control at low listening levels is either difficult 
or impossible The noise floor may be audible, 
too. There is a simple and effective solution - the 
Rothwell In-Line Attenuators They can be ( 
used with pre/power or integrated amps to curs'” 
the problems of excess gain and bring sonic J 
benefits with even the most expensive equipm^j 

£39/pair - post free
01204 366133 www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk

Outstanding music and video 
systems from a retail shop 
established for over 40 years.

Come and enjoy your 
favourite discs and a cup of 
coffee with our relaxed team.

Every brand we sell is chosen 
for its spectacular quality, 
performance and reliability.

O'Brien Hi-Fi
60 Durham Road - London - SW20 O^TW 
020 8946 1528 or shop@obrienhifi.com 
Tuesday to Saturday from 9am until 6pm 

www.obrienhifi.com

A
MHOS Avid

. Acoustic (Preference

Kemp Elehtromhs

Atmarro

Kgl Acoustics

Audio Analogue

SilverArrow

Yamamoto Audiopfiile(Base

(BCD

(Burson Audio

Cain ^Cdin

CTAuOo

Diapason

TWm.. La6s

Tannoy

Unison

www.mayfk

Triangle

9™f

Wadia

af - X '

Email
Tel: 01302 711528 or 07931524266

Exposure
Synthesis

020 7226 5500
www.grahams.co.uk

GRAHAMS

(‘One of the five best hi-fi 
shops in the world" 

ARENA MagazineGrahams
Canonbury Yard 
190a New North Road 
London NI 7BS

WWW. 
hifichoice. 

co.uk

sound cinergy

37 High Street, Aldridge 
01922 457926

exposure
focal linn marantz michell 
monitor audio okki nokki 
onkyo optoma ortofon 
project rel roksan trichord

Ample Parking Tue-Sat 10 - 5.30pm 
ww.soundcinergy.co.uk

http://www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk
mailto:shop@obrienhifi.com
http://www.obrienhifi.com
http://www.mayfk
http://www.grahams.co.uk
co.uk
ww.soundcinergy.co.uk
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k 25% discount on > full price
WOW

HANDMADE, HAND POLISHED, 
NO ASSEMBLY REQUIRED!

Shelves adjustable by 1" increments to 
accommodate 660 CDs. DVDs or books 

etc
Height 188cm, Width 62cm

WOODS: OAK, CHERRY 
MAHOGANY, MAPLE ETC

MODERN FURNITUR

RANGE EST 1970

IAN HARRISON HIFI
SALE! UP TO 25% OFF ANALOGUE EQUIPMENT

TEL: 01283 702875

SPECIALIST SUPPLIER OF 
TURNTABLES, TONEARMS, 
CARTRIDGES ANO PHONO 
STAGES
INCLUDING: AMATEK, AUDIO TECHNICA, 
BENZ MICRO, CARTRIDGE MAN, 
CLEARAUDIO, DENON, GOLDRING, GRADO, 
GRAHAM SLEE, HADCOCK, HEED, ICON. 
KOETSU, LEHMANN AUDIO, MICHELL, 
MOTH, ORTOFON, PRO-JEKT, REGA, SME, 
SUMIKO, THORENS, TOM EVANS, 
TRANSFIGURATION, TRICHORD, WHEST 
AUDIO, ZYX,

HARBETH £POA
EAR/YOSHINO £POA
STAX HEADPHONES £POA
Q ACOUSTICS £POA
AUDIO TECHNICA HEADPHONES £POA 
GRADO HEADPHONES £POA
SUGDEN £POA
PURE SOUND £POA
PATHOS ACOUSTICS £POA
UNISON RESEARCH £POA
OPERA £POA
VAN OEN HUL £POA
BLACK RHODIUM £POA
APOLLO £POA
ROBSON ACOUSTICS £POA

PLEASE PHONE TO CONFIRM PRICE & AVAILABILITY PRIOR TO ORDERING. ALL GOODS ARE BRAND 
NEW & BOXED WITH FULL U.K GUARANTEES. NO EX-OEM OR EX-DISPLAY GOODS. NO GREY IMPORTS. 

GOODS ARE NOT SUPPLIED ON APPROVAL SORRY NO GENERAL CATALOGUES.
PLEASE PHONE OR WRITE FOR SPECIFIC REVIEWS. BROCHURES OR PRICES.

ESTABLISHED 1986.Wizard Range 
Holds 2,296 CDs

WS
INC VAT

TEL: YOUR ORDER NOW

01423 500442
^ww.iansbespokefurniture.co.uk

m BESPOKE HANDMADE FURNITURE

The Old Chapel, 282 Skipton Road, Tel: 01423 500442
Harrogate, North Yorkshire, HG1 3HE Fax: 01423 705200

MAIL ORDER ONLY FROM: IAN HARRISON, 7 MILL HILL, REPTON, DERBY, DE65 6GQ 
TEL: 01283 702875 9am-9pm INCLUDINÖ SUNDAYS.

Front End Problems?
co»1ac1:

The Cartridge Man
It doesn't have to cost an ami and leg to get the be t 

- listen to my Koetsu - and - Decca - eater.
Also agents for Croft. Moth. Hadcock & Mitchell & E.A.R. Graham Slee projects.

Valve equipment re-build service available.
- Plus cartridge re-tipping service

020 8688 6565
Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

- THF AUDIO BA R N F R O ROCK SOLID SOUNDS

Vivid audio Astintrew
Electrocompaniet BLACK RHODIUM
AUDIO PHYSIC BELLES
BLADELIUS Oracle

AYON Aura
Coda Stello

Music tools HI FI ACKS
Boulder VITUS Rock Solid Sound

The Old Barn, Rosier Business Park, Coneyhurst Road, Billingshurst 
West Sussex, RH 14 9DE. tel. 01403 782221 or 07950 274224 

info@rocksolidsounds.co.uk - www.rocksolidsounds.co.uk 
- Please telephone for an appointment -

To advertise here please call 
+44 (O) 1923 677 256

ww.iansbespokefurniture.co.uk
http://www.thecartridgeman.com
mailto:info@rocksolidsounds.co.uk
http://www.rocksolidsounds.co.uk


15 AUDIO
Churchward Court, 15 Western Road, 
Lewes BN7 1RL

W08448 221115
□ www.15audio.co.uk

Canonbury Yard, 190a New North Road,
London N1

W020 7226 5500

-

SE

338 Shenley Road, Borehamwood, 
Herts WD 1TP

INFIDELITY GL
9 High Street, Hampton Wick 
Surrey, KT1 4DA

W020 8943 3530 
□ www.infidelity.co.uk

AUDIOBOFFS GL

«020 8177 4095
□ www.audioboffs.co.uk

SENSO SYSTEMS
Norfolk House, 16-17 Lemon Street,
Truro, Cornwall TRI 2LS

W01872 273215
D www.audio-cinema.co.uk

THE RIGHT NOTE
56 High Street, Saltford, Bristol
BS31 3EJ

S01225 874728
□ www.rightnote.co.uk

»

8 Concorde Park, Amy Johnson Way, 
Clifton Moor, York Y030 4WT

SW

SW

L

Dealer Directory CHOICE

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE EM
120-122 Alfreton Road, Nottingham, 
Nottinghamshire NG7 3NR

STUDIO AV
44 High Street, Eton, Berkshire, 
SL4 6BL

«01753 631000
□ www.studioav.co.uk

SOUND CINERGY

WM

WM
37 High Street, Aldridge, Walsall, West Midlands 
WS9 8NL

«01922 457 926
□ www.soundcinergy.co.uk

SÉ - South East,

GL - Greater London, 

SW - South West,

E-East,

EM - East Midlands,

■■■
NWACOUSTICA LTD

17 Hoole Road, Chester, Cheshire 
CH2 3NH

W01244 344227
o www.acoustica.co.uk

AUDIO COUNSEL
26 High Street, Cheadle, Cheshire 
SK8 1AL

NW

W0161 491 6090
□ www.audio-counsel.co.uk ÆWJ

SYNERGY AV HI-FI
12a West St, Conglefon, Cheshire 
CW12 3JB

«01260 280017
□ www.synergyav.co.uk

NW

MMMMMMMU//////7///ZZÁ
ACTON GATE AUDIO
4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham, 
Clwyd LL13 7PB

«01978 364500
□ www.acton-gate-audio.co.uk

w

y

WM-West Midlands, 

NE - North East, 

NW-North West, 

W-Wales.

HI-FICHOICE
To advertise in the dealer directory, 

Please contact 
Brad Francis +44 (0) 1923 677 256 

brad.francis@myhobbystore.com

7/7/
Z

//

AUDIO IMAGES
128 London Road North, Lowestoft, Suffolk 
NR32 1HB

«01502 582853
□ www.audioimages-hifi.com

E

1

BASICALLY SOUND E
Calveley Court, Southburgh Rd, Reyrnerston

Norfolk NR9 400

W01362 820800 
□ www.basicallysound.co.uk

Volume Input Selector

Stereo Integrated Amplifier

iivon
Spirit

http://www.15audio.co.uk
http://www.infidelity.co.uk
http://www.audioboffs.co.uk
http://www.audio-cinema.co.uk
http://www.rightnote.co.uk
http://www.studioav.co.uk
http://www.soundcinergy.co.uk
http://www.acoustica.co.uk
http://www.audio-counsel.co.uk
http://www.synergyav.co.uk
http://www.acton-gate-audio.co.uk
mailto:brad.francis@myhobbystore.com
http://www.audioimages-hifi.com
http://www.basicallysound.co.uk
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MARTIN PIPE

Fighting for FM
Martin Pipe considers the future of radio-listening after the 

great FM shutdown - whenever that is...

T he sound quality of a pukka FM/ VHF tuner - certainly from some broadcasts, such as BBC Radio 3’s live concerts - knocks DAB into acocked hat. There may be alternatives like Internet radio and Freeview/satellite, but none offer FM's sheer convenience or availability. Retrofitting many newer cars with DAB will be difficult, owing to their integrated nature.A few years ago, PURE launched its 'Highway' - a windscreen-mounted DAB radio with an inbuilt FM 'microtransmitter' of the type that's available as an iPod accessory.. These CE- approved devices contain a single-chip stereo encoder, which frequency-modulates a crystal- controlled oscillator with an RF output power of less than 10 milliwatts. A tiny aerial gives the unit a range of a metre or so, enabling its signals to be picked up by the car radio. A new version of the Highway, the 300Di, is due shottly.It will be some time, however, before technology allows motorists to sample internet radio, although all of the elements are already here in one form or another. Ironically, one of the proposed uses of the 20MHz currently occupied by FM broadcasting is wireless broadband, which could deliver internet radio. This was just one of the exciting new services that the previous Government was waving in the faces of traditionalists. FM broadcasting could possibly survive in the form of low-powered community stations, but nothing more. In June 2009, a Digital Britain report suggested that the established FM services could be shut down as early as 2015.Naturally, there was uproar - adding their voices to the hi-fi brigade were drivers, anyone who didn't relish the prospect of replacing every radio in their home, and those concerned about the unrepairability and power­consumption of DAB radios. Since the report was published, there has been a change of Government. And while the current administration is also committed to the shift of radio to digital, it's being rather more thoughtful about the process.In the words of Communications Minister Ed Vaizey, the 2015 date is now merely ""an aspiration". FM would disappear only when, "the weight of public opinion" allows. To this end, the DCMS has published a Digital Action Plan.Its latest version (number four) is dated June 2011, and acknowledges the, "industry desire to reduce the burden of dual-transmission through an early switchover". However, it states that a decision can only made when 90 per cent of the UK has adequate DAB coverage and "50 per cent of all radio kstening” is via digital.

The report outlines a considerable number of 'work plans', each of which covers areas as diverse as emergency-communications, regulation, hardware assessments, traffic­information services and radio spectrum. The final activity associated with these is scheduled for the tail-end of 2013, and the build-up to switchover 'proper' can then begin. We could be in for quite a wait.
High-quality alternativesUnderstandably, many of us would like to keep those high-quality tuners going when FM finally disappears. And so what are our options? We've already mentioned the microtransmitter - a licence-free option that's been legal since November 2006, when the Wireless Telegraphy (Exemption) regulations were modified to include them. Such a device could be driven by any line­level source, such as a CD player, digital radio-tuner, set-top box, PC or personal music- player. There are, however, higher- quality alternatives.On the DIY front, you'll find plenty of circuits for stereo encoders and low-powered (transmitters. They're aimed primarily at illegal 'pirates' and although frequently ingenious, the sound quality of these designs is variable. The Dutch magazine Eiektor and the now sadly defunct trade publication Television, both published decent designs, but a lot of work is involved; the Elektor's components are difficult to get hold of, and no board design was ever published for Television's circuit.Some respectable-looking products are available via eBay; you might come across a stereo test-generator of the type used to service FM radios - though unless you enjoy listening to sine-waves, it must make provision for 'external modulation' (i.e. audio inputs). I'll be examining some options in a future column.

A Digital Britain 
report suggested 
that the 
established FM 
services could 
be shut down as 
early as 2015- 
naturally, there 
was an uproar

MARTIN PIPE
Martin Pipe has been an audio enthusiast 
for 30 years and a tech journalist for 20 of 
those. He also help set up HFCs tech labs

^WHAT 0O YOU THINK?
Have you warmed to internet radio, or 
even DAB?
Email us now: hilflchoice@futurenet.com
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Follow us onIG1TAL

facebook

audioBHRI
www.audioemotion.co.uk

t 01333 425 999

ICONIC
AMPLIFICATION

Icon PSI Phono
‘ The Icon Audio relayed the sounds with 
great gusto, seemingly revelling in the 
rhythms... and engagingly uplifting sound 
.. offers unbeatable value for money."

Music is our Passion

I
Icon PS3 Phono

Icon MB845i

Icon Stereo 25 MKIII
“...more depth to it’s sound than solid-state 
can muster and surprisingly lithe 
and expressive bass..

CT) From £799

"Offered more grunt and tighter bass...
the M520 and the Icon (Stereo 40 
MKIII) were the two that made the hairs 
stand up on the back of my neck. ”

CT) From £1299

Icon Stereo 3OO MKII
“Stupendously musical performer . got my 
speakers singing their hearts out. . beautiful 
texturing, flowing organic rhythms."

hi-finews OUTSTANDING 
PRODUCT

"The Icon presented the vocal with a real 
focus, revealing the subtle nuances... 
well balanced, inviting and musical sound... 
mid range clarity and satisfying weight."

hi-finews 
HIGHLY 

COMMENDED

Amplifiers which set the sonic benchmark, look 
gorgeous, are easily affordable and last a lifetime.

EDITORS
CHOICE

MB845 
MK"

"These amps are required hearing for 
anyone after an extraordinary sound... 
they took my breath away and are amongst 
the best amplifiers I have ever heard."

@ From£3499

Icon MB90 MKII @
"...focuses the entire performance, allowing each 
instrument to better interact with each other..
organic presentation, articulate bass... Heaven!"

e £1999
99999

From £1399

http://www.audioemotion.co.uk


Richmond Anniversary
The deluxe classic loudspeaker design for the serious music lover

Beautifully veneered in real Lacewood, the Richmond Anniversary offers exceptionally natural sound 
reproduction regardless of your musical preference. Castle engineers succeeded in reducing panel 
resonance to below audibility by using multi-layer, composite panel materials, a loose fibre weave 
and bitumen damping pads to absorb internal sound waves. Additional internal bracing ensures 
that the dynamic capabilities of the drive units are fully realized. Special attention is also paid to the 
construction of the grille cover. The frame is composed of two different wood materials for added 
rigidity thereby minimising any form of resonance. The enhanced dynamics and transient capability 
bring musical richness and excitement that will have you exploring your collection of music all over 
again.

The Richmond Anniversary is certainly a collector's item to commemorate the coming 40th 
anniversary of Castle Acoustics.

CastlE IAG House, Sovereign Court, Ermine Business Park, Huntingdon, Cambs, PE29 6XU, UK
Tel: +44(0)1480 447700 Fax: +44(0)1480 431767 http://www.castle.uk.com

http://www.castle.uk.com

	mighty

	There really is nothing quite like the revolutionary Brennan JB7 for the price. Re-connect with your music TODAY!

	brennan
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	We come. ..

	www.hifichoice.co.uk Issue No. 353 December 2011

	Dan George Editor

	MY HOBBY STORE LTD HADLOW HOUSE, 9 HIGH STREET, GREEN STREET GREEN, ORPINGTON, KENT BR6 6BG

	OUR PROMISE TO YOU

	Never miss an issue - turn to p32 for our latest subs offer

	web site:

	www.jordanacoustics.co.uk
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	"We've seldom heard detail so well ri balanced in an affordable system ."

	BASSLINE



	T+A

	Completely new and uncompromisingly audiophile

	Canton's your World makes wireless simple

	Buy a Cyrus Stream XP, Stream X or Streamline during August and September 2011 and you will receive a free NAS drive and network switch. This package provides everything you need to play high quality music. Visit a retailer today!




	All new Q

	QAcoustics claims that its new range is the best ever

	NEWS IN BRIEF


	Stream

	Project's new £700 high-resolution media streamer is revealed

	DESERT ISLAND DISCS

	CELEBRATING f n: I ( YEARS OF INNOVATION IN SOUND
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	WKEF5©

	www.kef.com/thefifty

	I SHOW REPORT

	HOME ENTERTAINMENT 2011, MANCHESTER


	2011

	O WHARFEDALE JADE

	O CANTON CHROMIUM

	O TEAC MINI COMPONENTS

	O QUADRAL

	Expression. Emotion.

	Experience.

	w^w.cabasse.com
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	Premium Range

	I ntensity

	1 n every


	sense

	improvement in performance

	a PowerKord

	★ ★★★★

	Ea KIM3ER KABLE

	^ X^^' CLASSIC POWERKORD™


	WATTGATEEa

	Mail Order Direct • 60 Day Cable Home Trial • Cable Upgrade Scheme • Free Delivery (orders over £100 within UK Mainland)

	TECHNOLOGY




	Switching opinion

	Richard Black takes a closer look at switch-mode power supplies

	Tough regulations


	TEAC

	New Reference 0 I

	TENOR


	FUTURE PROOF

	■

	Ma^for

	Future-Proof entertainment from

	OPINION

	THE CUTTING EDGE



	Best buy?

	Are you really free to make your own purchasing decisions?

	Dan George asks how much logic plays a part

	Close, but no guitar


	PRIMARE

	E UROPE1S FINEST

	2-CHANNEL MUSIC SYSTEM


	karma

	AUDIO ICONS


	Cambridge Audio P40

	The unwritten rule used to be that all amps had to look squat and boxy, says}immyHughes, then along came the P40

	More than just a pretty face

	Over here

	Lossy lossless?

	WHAT HI FI?

	Missing the obvious?

	Ja wobble
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	acoustics

	The Music Chain

	Hi-Fi Connoisseurs

	Future of Recorded Music

	STAR QUALITIES
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	TO BUYING A HI-FI SYSTEM

	OUR TOP 20 UK HI-FI DEALERS

	Affordable price

	True pedigree

	Warm sound




	Howwetest

	Hi-fi reviews

	EXPERT TESTING

	SIGHTED LISTENING

	TECH LABS


	THIS ISSUE'S BLIND PANEL

	DEFINITIVE VERDICTS




	Grouptest

	Which small speakers lead the field?

	Amphion

	Argon 1 £i,i7a

	An unconventional standmount from one of hi-fi's newer companies, based in Finland

	Hi-Fi Choice
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	The ADL GT40

	^AT Hl•FI?

	AWARDS 2011

	TONEAudio




	a master of all trades.

	phono stage • USB DAC • USB ADC • headphone amplifier

	TECH LABS

	INTRODUCING:



	OLIVE O3HD

	SOUNDS GREAT.

	COSTS LESS.

	The Olive O3HD Music Server is the most affordable way to turn your stereo into a digital HD Music System.

	WHAT HI A?
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	Dynaudio

	Excite X16 £i*oao

	This chunky and solidly built Danish speaker has a larger than average main driver

	Hi-Fi Choice
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	Bowers&Wilkins


	Engineered for the finest moments

	SOUND QUALITY

	TECH LABS

	RESULTS AT A GLANCE

	Style & Performance

	Spender

	SP3/1R2 £1*&SO

	Classic 1970s styling distinguishes this relatively large model from the pack

	TECH LABS

	Hi Fi Choice
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	More than words

	SPENDOR

	www.spendoraudio.com


	Totem

	Rainmaker £1,100

	Canadian manufacturer Totem has built a strong reputation with its attractive compact speakers

	Hi-Fi Choice
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	BLIND LISTENING


	Lab conclusions

	Our six standmounts showed little variation in technical specifications, but when it came to overall performance, Paul Messenger detected some definite pros and cons

	RESULTS AT A GLANCE


	Blind-listening verdicts

	Paul Messenger and the panel were impressed by all the models tested, but it's the clever Finnish design that takes the honours

	For a complete system solution based around our Blind-Listening Group Test favourites, look no further than these recommendations...

	Q&A...


	LQ

	Hi-Fi Choice

	Hi-Fi Choice

	★ ★★★★

	High standard

	CONNECTIONS

	Persuasive case

	Musical enjoyment


	Hi-Fi Choice

	OUR VERDICT
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	Sho^0-

	ACOUSTIC

	breathing real life and space into the music and movies you love





	twenty

	^^nty^22

	ttwennty^21

	twenty-23


	musicality(n.)the property of sounding like music

	OOO

	Major influence

	Headphone benefit

	Excellent pace

	Sweet sound

	Subjective Surprises

	Claws out

	TECH LABS

	RESULTS AT A GLANCE

	Aesthetic elegance

	Hi Fi Choice

	OUR VERDICT



	quadrai

	HiFi I Surround Speakers

	Roksan Audio is distributed in the UK by Henley Designs Ltd.

	Web: www.henleydesigns.co.uk - Tel: 01235 511 166 - Email: sales@henleydesigns.co.uk

	DAC's it!

	In other news

	Lots to like

	Listening to algorithms

	Hi-Fi Choice

	OUR VERDICT



	“k boy’s dream has become true. I am most happy with all the sonic results...” A.J. van den Hui

	The entire range of 3T cables is now available through these specialist retailers:

	XED1

	van den Hui is distributed in the UK by Henley Designs Ltd.

	Web: www.henleydesigns.co.uk - Tel: 01235 511 166 - Email: sales@henleydesigns.co.uk

	ONLINE: ^^w. myhobbstoresubs.eo.uk/HFCDS61



	BY PHONE: 01604 251 044- quote: 0561 BY PQST: :ndr=turntotie adJress:rovided

	Heavily festooned

	Two terabytes

	Totally captivated

	Drone drawback





	99 of a kind

	MICHELL ENGINEERING

	Slight Restrictions

	Other options

	Reassuringly rhythmical

	Curate's egg

	Hi-Fi Choice

	OUR VERDICT



	***

	Optimising digital signals

	Free space

	TECH LABS

	RESULTS AT A GLANCE

	Icing on the cake

	OUR VERDICT


	*****

	Hair bequiffed and lip curled, Simon Berkovitch rocks way back to 1956, the year someone had the good sense to unleash the great beast Rock and roll and put the likes of Dean Martin and Doris Day out to pasture. "One, two, three o'clock, four o'clock rock"...

	Feedback to the future

	Scones for tea

	The beginning of the end



	The Si 3 Range -

	Beauty Born of Performance

	AUDIOVECTOR


	Music

	Music

	CHOENBERG

	Tutu Deluxe Edition


	MUSIC

	HIGH-

	RESOLUTION

	DOWNLOADS

	The Harrow and the

	Harvest

	Greatest Hits 1998-2009

	Sladest

	Buena Vista Social Club

	Sheryl Crow Miles From Memphis ea9ie-rock.com

	DEFINITIVE AUDIO

	SYSTEM 1 - BELT DRIVE BLAST


	With its impressive range of products, Definitive Audio doesn’t do anything by halves. EdSelley gets a taste of the high end

	THE EXPERTS

	Living legend

	Speed and agility

	Chrome finish

	Different order



	DEFINITIVE AUDIO

	SYSTEM 3 - THE STUFF OF DREAMS

	Perfect partners

	Tangibly real





	Help S ad vice

	YOUR EXPERTS

	Simply super

	Speak up

	Stuck in a vacuum

	SoundsQute

	Singing Simplex

	Akurate forecast

	Jason Doyle, via email

	Small wonder

	Toby Bellman, via email
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	MINI TEST
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	VERDICT


	van den Hui

	The River
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	108 CD players

	111 Turntables

	113 Radio tuners

	113 _Headphones

	117 DACs

	11& Stereo amplifiers

	11& _ Pre/power amps

	117 . Interconnects

	117 Speaker cables

	119 Stereo speakers

	125 Dealer guide

	129 _ Dealer directory


	Hi-Fi

	Choice

	Buyers guide

	CD players


	CD players

	Any one of these fine players will make sweet music for years to come


	ACOOX

	SERVICE

	THE MANUFACTURERS' APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY


	ACOOX

	SERVICE

	Tele phone 01525 841999	Facsimile 01525 841009


	Musicarch are Audio Note Specialists

	www.musicarch.co.uk

	listen@musicarch.co.uk

	Turntables / Phono cartridges / Phono stages


	Phono cartridges

	MM and MC recommendations


	Phono stages

	Make your turntable sing

	Dynavector Karat 1703 £699

	Pro-Ject 6 Perspex£1,280



	WELCOME TO THE NORTH EAST

	Guaranteed used and ex-demo audio equipment from HifiSound - the UK's premier source


	Call: 0545 6 0 9390 Email: Choice@Cndhandhifi.couk

	Go online to see special offers to celebrate our new website www.turntableworld.co.uk - the analogue specialists - 01642 267012



	Radio tuners

	Surf the airwaves with these carefully selected tuners

	DAB 40

	Audiophile solutions for home and travel use

	Beyerdynamic T1 £880


	When it comes to the music you love...

	...Guildford Audio appreciate that only the best audio products are good enough, so that is exactly what we let you hear and experience.

	Give us a call on:	Z? / ,


	run by professionals for professionals

	t. 01483 537 577 I m. 07979 515577 or 07728 613656

	Amplifiers / Pre/power amplifiers


	Pre/power amplifiers

	Separate boxes can bring clear advantages
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	Streamers/music servers

	DACs

	Cables

	Outstanding performance and value
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	Buyers guide Hifi

	Choice

	Stereo speakers

	■'* iuide Hi-Fi

	Stereo speakers (continued)	•

	HI-FI I HOME CINEMA | AUTOMATED SOLUTIONS


	Equipment supports

	Buyers guide Hifi 2

	Speaker stands

	Atacama Duo 6 £65

	Quadraspire Sunoko Vent T £800


	HHi Choice

	PASSION FOR SOUND

	AVTech Media Ltd




	mont

	PMC'S NEW TWENTY!

	In-depth review of PMC's all-new twenty series - we test the new twenty.23

	JANUARY ISSUE ON SALE THURSDAY 8 DECEMBER 2011


	Outstanding in our Field

	Audio

	Home Cinema Multi-Room

	Installation


	SOUND


	o %

	UpTo 36 Months

	E-mail: VickersHiFi@Hotmail.com

	[Classified ] Dealer Guide

	Tel: +44 (0) 1733 344768


	where sound becomes music

	new toys

	"... so good I swear it is surrounded by magic"

	for black stuff: rega RP3

	•••••

	i pswich (01473) 655171

	Is this your problem? Here’s your



	O'Brien Hi-Fi

	GRAHAMS

	[ Classified] Dealer Guide


	WS

	Front End Problems?

	The Cartridge Man

	020 8688 6565

	Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

	- THF AUDIO BA R N F R O ROCK SOLID SOUNDS




	To advertise here please call +44 (O) 1923 677 256
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	SENSO SYSTEMS

	THE RIGHT NOTE

	SW

	SW

	NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE EM

	STUDIO AV

	SOUND CINERGY

	WM
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	ACOUSTICA LTD


	HI-FICHOICE

	AUDIO IMAGES

	BASICALLY SOUND	E

	hi-finews OUTSTANDING PRODUCT

	CHOICE

	Richmond Anniversary

	The deluxe classic loudspeaker design for the serious music lover






