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THERE’S ONLY ONE THING YOU WON’TFND IN A MAGICOSPEAKER.
‘The smoothest, most detailed, least mechanical-sounding speaker I’ve heard’
Stereophile (Q5)‘This has to be the best speaker in the world'
Hi-Fi+ (05)‘It sounds so much like the real thing it will take your breath away’
The Absolute Sound (05)‘This speaker is wholly remarkable in just about every sense’
Hi-Fi Choice (05)‘Once heard, the Q3 experience is not easily forgotten’
Hi-Fi News (03)

agico's extraordinary Q5 loudspeaker is rigorously designed 
to leave absolutely nothing to chance. Every detail of 

this meticulously engineered tour de force has been researched, 
analysed and deconstructed to ensure it delivers the purest, 
most natural sound possible - wonderfully expressive yet 
unerringly accurate.

Magico’s supreme attention to detail ensures each speaker utilises 
the very best materials: machined entirely from aluminium and 
brass, the enclosure’s combination of mass and stiffness forms the 
bedrock of the Q5's undiluted, distortion-free sound. The MBe-1 
Beryllium dome tweeter reaches far beyond the bounds of human 
hearing, while the bass and midrange cones combine layers of 
Magico’s proprietary Nano-Tec™ carbon fibre composite with a 
Rohacell core to push dynamic sound to the limits. The speaker’s 
simple, elegant exterior belies the complexity of its construction 
- each pair of Q5s takes nearly a week to build.

The result of this unstinting engineering excellence is unequivocal 
mastery across the entire audio spectrum; a complete absence 
of compromise that brings music to life with effortless, unbound 
realism. So, too, the Q5’s new siblings: the smaller floorstanding 
Q3 and standmount Q1. Exceptional sound born from superior 
technology and engineering - Magico pushes the boundaries to 
deliver, perhaps, the finest loudspeakers ever made.

M
MAGICO
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Thirty years ago, if you'd asked me what 
the worlds favourite hi-fi brand would 
be in the new millennium, I'd never 
have answered with the words Bang & 
Olufsen'. Nowadays though, that's a 
pretty realistic reply.
Certainly in terms of the average 

buyer, this marque is the epitome of
high-end high fidelity. When next weeks lottery winner 
collects his or her millions, it's odds on that they'll be at 
the B&O store faster than you can say 'rollover week'. 
Maybe only that new BMW 3-series convertible will show 
up on their credit card sooner, alongside an iPad 2 for 
every family memberi

And why not? B&O make quality products; beautifully 
styled, superbly packaged and well-engineered, too. 
But still many in the 'real hi-fi' industry are strangely 
sniffy about the concept - for them, such a customer-led 
approach simply isn't credible. Indeed some purists 
openly scoff ..
Thankfully though, times are changing. A number of 

specialist hi-fi makers have finally discovered they can sell 
to real people, and all they have to do is design their 
products around the needs of music listeners, not hi-fi 
hobbyists. The result is a new generation of compact 
single-box 'style systems' wearing brand names normally 
associated with serious separates.
Some purists recoil in horror. "What a sell-out," they sayl 

But surely hi-fi is about unlocking the beauty of music to 
as many people as possible9 These new little boxes do 
just this. Turn to page 22 to find out how we got on with 
six of the best designs. Several offered surprisingly 
serious sonics as well as high style - so yes, you can 
almost have it all.

David Price Editor
david.price@hifichoice.co.uk

■S HADLOW HOUSE, 9 HIGH STREET, GREEN STREET 

GREEN, ORPINGTON, KENT BR6 6BG
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large product range ► free parking ► 0% flexible finance

The arrival of Super Titan (30l<g) heralds the start of a new high-end range 
of power optimisation components called Ultra Reference. It takes the Titan 
blueprint and enhances every element of its design to deliver a new benchmark 
in the field of mains conditioning for high-performance audio and AV systems. 
Visit www.jordanacoustics.co.uk for more details.

^■^loudspeakers N@RDOST
MAKING THE CONNECTION

bournemouth showroom
telephone:

01202 911 886
e-mail: bournemouth@jordanacoustics.co.uk

address: Unit 2 - The Old Cart Building, Parley Caurt 

Barns, Parley Green Lane, Hurn, Bournemouth, BH23 6BB

Open: Tuesday - Saturday. Closed Monday.

website:
www.jordanacoustics.co.uk

glenrothes showroom
telephone:

01592 744 779
e-mail: glenrothes@jordanacoustics.co.uk 

address: 20-22 Cadham Centre, Glenrathes 

Fife, KY7 6RU

Open: Monday - Friday. Closed Saturday.

Follow jordanAcoustics on

http://www.jordanacoustics.co.uk
mailto:bournemouth@jordanacoustics.co.uk
http://www.jordanacoustics.co.uk
mailto:glenrothes@jordanacoustics.co.uk


part exchange* ► large selection of used items ► home demonstrations*

Anthem, who are currently making massive waves 
in the high-end AV market, have developed a truly 
show stopping product in the Statement M1 monos. 
Resolution, speed, transparency and imaging are all 
truly World Class.

II M I H E m

A simple and elegantly unit that is an absolute breeze to 
operate. The colour screen is extremely clear and makes 
navigation very simple from any of the seven available input 
sources! As an all round digital solution, the CLiC delivers 
high performance and sheer convenience all-in-one.

MUSICAL FIDELITY

*subject to conditions

We are specialists in World Class Audio Systems

Focusing solely on the finest audio products available 
today, our portfolio has been chosen very carefully. 
We believe strongly in offering products that you want 
rather than just ones that we happen to have. Whether 
you prefer valve or solid-state, CD to vinyl, soft-dome or 
ribbon, Jordan Acoustics have 'cherry-picked' only the very 
best. Combine this with our vast experience and industry 
leading after-sales service and you've got yourself one of 
the finest high-end consultancies on the planet!

Building a true high-end system is not about collecting 
brands based on reviews. It is about finding a true synergy 
between components that sound magical together.
That palpable reproduction, full of dynamics and realism 
just how the original artist intended. Fingers on frets, 
breathing of vocalists, the tautness of a drum skin... the 
devil is in the detail. That's why we love great hi-fi and 

that's exactly why you should give us a call.
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Second 
• coming

Clam's new Clarity Dual turntable 
offers super sound, fine finish and 
twin tonearm functionality.
David Price takes a sneak peak ...

PRICE: £3,730
AVAILABLE: NOW
CONTACT: 01423 799933
WEB: CLARO.CO.UK
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NEWS

CIara is, in our view, one of the best 
kept secrets of the turntable world. 
A small British manufacturer, it is 
better known inside the hi-fi indusny for the 

excellence of its metalworking, which it 
subcontracts to other companies. The Clarity09 
was Clam's first ever deck, which won many 
friends when it appeared several years ago. 
Since then the company has been working on 
a high-end version, the Clarity Dual. This new 
£3,720 machine also sports an optional high- 
end power supply for £1,920 extra.

The Dual is essentially a Clarity09 with 
extensive detail improvements, such as better 
arm-mounting arrangements, new adjustable 
feet, thicker 95mm platter, a superior anodised

I t's essentially a 
Clarity09 with 
extensive detail 
i mprovements

finish, better motor mounting, a new ON/OFF 
switch and the option of a speed control box 
which filters mains power. There's also a 
revised main bearing and - significantly - two 
arm mounts, which explains the deck's new 
'Dual' appellation. Hi-Fi Choice will be running 
an exclusive review soon ...

Virtual Reality?
FOLLOWING an article that recently 
appeared on an online music magazine 
(side-line.corn), rumours are rife that 
some major labels plan to abandon the 
CD format completely by the end of 
2012. It is claimed that CDs will only 
then exist as limited editions, with 
downloads taking over the lion's share 
of sales - via iTunes, Amazon and other 
portals. While the article insists on the 
veracity of its insider sources, EMI, 
Universal and Sony Music all declined to 
comment, so it's not an official position.

This story certainly fits in with the 
direction of travel for music sales, which

SPOTLIGHT

WHEN TWO TONEARMS 
ARE BETTER THAN ONE™
The Clarity Dual's twin 
tonearm plates mean you can 
run two arms and cartridges 
atthe same time (for 
example one conventional 
arm and one unipivot, and/ 
or a moving-coil cartridge 
and a moving magnet), 
offering a different type of 
sound, should you wish. This 
feature was very popular 
with high-end turntables of 
the nineteen seventies, but 
seems to have fallen by the 
wayside since.

is up for digital downloads and down for 
physical CDs. The British Phonographic 
Institute (bpi.co.uk) reports that music 
downloads are continuing to increase as 
a proportion of total sales income. 
However, it makes less sense when you 
remember that CDs still form over two- 
thirds of UK music sales.

The most recent industry survey (year 
ending 2010) shows that digital's share 
increased to 27.4 per cent of turnover, 7.1 
per cent up from 2009, but the BPI notes 
that, "it is clear that physical format 
sales still account for the lion's share of 
industry revenue.” UK singles sales on 
disc dropped 36-4 per cent from 2009 to 
2010, whereas single downloads 
increased 23.1 per cent. The figures for 
albums are 19 per cent down on disc, 
22.1 per cent up for downloads.

Since 2001, the total revenue for 
physical media has dropped from £1,232bn 
to £598m, whereas online has gone up 
from zero to £188bn. So while Sideline's 
article is an interesting talking point, 
right now reports of the silver disc's 
imminent demise are exaggerated.

The true picture is one of lower total 
sales, large drops in physical media 
sales, and a small but steady growth in 
online digital. Other small niches of 
digital show growth too, such as 
subscriptions from services such as 
Napster, eMusic and Spotify premium, 
which increased by 38 per cent to more 
than £t6m. Vinyl is growing too - LP 
sales increased by 29.5 per cent to 
£3.5m. "This is clearly still a very small 
part of the albums market (less than 
one per cent), but is very much a 
sustainable niche market", says the BPI.

Dlaital's Share of Industry Revenues
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T+A
Completely new and uncompromisingly audiophile 

E-Series balanced

The MUSIC PLAYER balanced is simply THE audiophile music source. 
As well as featuring the latest generation of 192 I 24 kHz Streaming Client 
(LAN, WLAN, USB media storage devices, iPod including control system), 
a superb 32-bit double-mono DAC, an audiophile CD player, high-quality 
FM tuner and five digital SP/DIF inputs (coax at 192 kHz), it's fully balan
ced design offers the very best in audiophile performance right through to 
the XLR outputs.

The POWER PLANT balanced is the ideal integrated amplifier partner 
for any audiophile source. It’s fully balanced design and T+A developed 
switching output stages deliver a lively and compelling sound capable ofa 
massive 500 Wans. When partnered with the MUSIC PLAYER balanced, 
users will enjoy class-leading performance no matter how their music 
content is stored.

Hand built in Germany, the E-Series balanced from T+A is available in the UK now.

For more information or to arrange a demonstration, please contact:□ 
acoustic brands ltd 

Acoustic Brands Limited (ABL) Ltd. 
Tel - 07917 431 280

Email - sales@acousticbrandslimited.com
Web - www.acousticbrandslimited.com

---------------P------- H—T—A — +-----

mailto:sales@acousticbrandslimited.com
http://www.acousticbrandslimited.com


Audio J
Freak Out
Premium quality conrad-johnson USB DAC just launched...Adigital-to-analogue convertor compatible with the operating systems on all modem MACs, PCs and Linux computers makes its debut from conrad-johnson.The new HD3 (high-definition digital decoder) features an asynchronous data interface that, according to the manufacturer, virtually eliminates jitter.

Designed to compete with some of the very best audiophile-quality units on the market, the HD3 will decode up to 24- bit/96k music files. It can be connected to any available USB port on your computer and there's no need to install additional drivers before use, the company says.Available directly from its UK distributor Audiofreaks, the HD3 is on sale now.

Metal machine music
WITH THE ONWARD MARCH of digital 
downloads, could this be one of the last 
mass market CO transports? Cyrus' new 
£750 CO Transport incorporates the 
latest version of the company's SE2 CD 
'servo engine', which is claimed to be 
able to read more data 'right first time' 
from a CO than any other competing 
system. Despite being based on the 
popular X series CO T SE2, the new and 
fully upgradeable CO transport costs 
less than half its price, the company 
says, and is designed to partner one of 
the matching range of Cyrus XPd OAC- 
enabled amplifiers, which allow you to 
connect up to five digital and six 
analogue devices, effectively giving a 
fully functional two-box system.
PRICE: £750 AVAILABLE: NOW 
CONTACT: 01480 410900 
WEB: CYRUSAUDIO.COM

PRICE: £1,995 AVAILABLE: NOW CONTACT: 020 8948 4153 WEB: CONRAD-JOHNSON.COM

Blue fun day
Another multi-media speaker joins the fray...

Blue Aura's new multi-media speaker fills the gap between computer speakers and home audio, it's claimed.The WS30i is compatible with your iPod, 1V or computer and includes an integral ^plifier, plus all the cables necessary to hook it up to any digital audio source.With 25W per channel and a claimed frequency range of SSHz to 20kHz, the WS30i is available in black or white and includes a free desktop stand.
PRICE: £179 AVAILABLE: NOW CONTACT: 01480 477738 WEB: BLUEAURA.CO. U K

This charming man
VERY SAD NEWS comes that SUPRA 
cables founder and CEO Tommy Jenving 
died last November, aged 66. An 
innovator, inventor and entrepreneur, 
Tommy is described by his peers as 
having a 'big heart and a sharp mind'.

A pleasant and popular guy with a 
high profile in the hi-fi industry, 
Tommy's philosophy was to make 
'no-nonsense design' products using 
highest quality materials.

Tommy formed SUPRA Cables in 1976, 
effectively kick-starting a global cable 
revolution in product connectivity. 
Innovations included the 'first' dedicated 
speaker cable; the SUPRA Classic 2.5.

Tommy was also the recipient of 
numerous hi-fi awards, including the 2008 
Arken Award for lifetime Achievement.
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O^LE>
Explore your music
The Cyrus streaming platform provides the perfect solution 

for all music lovers. This new range of streaming music players 

provide you with immediate access to all of your favourite 
tunes and albums, plus you can listen to literally thousands 
of different internet radio stations from across the world; 
all in true hi-fi quality.

Purchase a Cyrus streaming music player during August and 
September to receive a free NAS drive and network switch. 
These thoughtfully chosen products will release the full 

potential of the n-remote control so you will have a host of 
options in which to browse your music, all at the 

touch of a button. Music this convenient has 
never sounded so good.

Lintone Audio 7-11 Park Lane, Tyne & Wear • Tel. 0191 4774167

Fanthorpes 6 Hepworth Arcade, Hull • Tel. 01482 223096

Moorgate Acoustics Ltd 184 Fitzwilliam Street, Sheffield • Tel. 0114 27S6048

Buy a Cyrus Stream XP, Stream X or Streamline during August and September 
2011 and you will receive a free NAS drive and network switch. This package 
provides everything you need to play high quality music. Visit a retailer today!

Frank Harvey Hi Fi 163 Spon Street, Coventry • Tel. 02476 S25200

Nottingham Hi Fi Centre 116-122 Alfreton Road, Nottingham • Tel. 0115 9786919

Audiovation 4 Cross Church Street, Huddersfield • Tel. 01484 424000

Vickers Hi Fi Ltd 8 Concorde Park, York • Tel. 01904 691600

Bartletts Hi Fi 175-177 Holloway Road, London • Tel. 0207 6072148

Sevenoaks {Holborn) 144 Grays Inn Road, London • Tel. 0207 8377540

Sevenoaks {Sevenoaks) 109-113 London Road, Kent • Tel. 01732 459555

Sevenoaks (Tunbridge Wells) 28/30 St Johns Road, Kent • Tel. 01892 531543

Sevenoaks {Witham) 1 The Grove Centre, Essex • Tel. 01376 501733

Southport Hi-Fi 8-10 Princes Street, Merseyside • Tel. 01704 536901

Did You Know
The stylish and intuitive 
n-remote is packed full of 
features including backlit keys, 
full colour screen and a motion 
sensing backlight to name 
but a few.

CHIUS CD Xt H*/DA< X./FSX-R «J

Designed manufactured and supported in England by Cyrus.
Cyrus sales 01480 435577 www.cyrusaudio.com

http://www.cyrusaudio.com
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Going for 
aspin
Take your SEAT for some in-car entertainment with a difference!

The vinyl revival continues apace 
with news of a special turntable that's 
surely the must-have accessory for 
the modern analogue-addicted motorist!

Originally popular in the mid-1950s, 
for drivers who couldn’t bear to be parted 
from their precious record collections, 
the 'in-car phonograph' has been given a 
distinctly 21st Century makeover by car 
manufacturer SEAT...

The all-new Highway Hi-Fi replaces one of 
the passenger seats and has, says SEAT, 
'undergone robust testing (on one of 
London's steepest speed bumps and oldest 
cobbled streets) to ensure that it's impossible 
to jolt the stylus off the record'.

A series of rails, linear bearings and 
damped shock absorbers ensures that every 
music journey is a smooth one, the company 
says. Not at your local SEAT dealer just yet...

Living colour
New Loewe tabletop 
hi-fi system just out...

Using a tabletop music 
system has never been 
easier, thanks to the launch 
of the new Soundbox from Loewe, 

the company says.
The Soundbox combines a 

slot-loading CD player, iPod/ 
iPhone dock and FM radio in one 
easy-to-use unit. There's even a 
clock and alarm for bedroom use.

The soundbox features two 
full-range speakers and twin 
digital stereo amplifiers. A 
front-mounted display tracks 
information from CDs and docked 
devices, plus RDS data from FM 
radio stations.

Connectivity includes USB 
and line inputs, plus a 
headphone socket. Meanwhile, 
interchangeable top-mounted 
inlays allow you to customise the 
casework to suit your home decor 
from a wide choice of colours.

PRICE: £449 AVAILABLE: NOW
CONTACT: 020 7368 1100
WEB: LOEWE-UK.COM

Correction to news item in HFC 354

In issue 354, we published a news piece about two mains 
conditioning products from ISOL-8 - the MiniSub Wave and 
MiniSub Axis [pictured] - which we mistakenly attributed to 
IsoTek. We wish to make it clear that IsoTek and ISOL-8 are 

entirely separate companies, and these products have no

connection whatsoever with IsoTek. Although IsoTek originated a 
component called the MiniSub in 2002, this has since been 
superseded by the EV03 Aquarius. IsoTek's technologies can only 
be found in IsoTek products. We'd like to extend our apologies to 
both ISOL-8 and IsoTek for any inconvenience caused.

I

I SOL-8
MINISUU AXIS
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Stream 
come true
Linn's next generation digital streaming products have just been 
announced, offering greater connectivity and flexibility...

PRICE: FROM £3,530
AVAILABLE: NOW

CONTACT: 0500 888 909
WEB: LINN.CO.UK

Linn has a brand new range of digital streaming products out for the new year. The new DSM systems, "make it easy to connect everything you listen to, getting you away from your computer and bringing music back to the heart of the home", the company says.The range comprises the Majik DSM, Akurate DSM and Klimax DSM; all offer network music playback of FLAC, WAV, AsAC, MP3, ^WMA, AIFF, AAC and OGG audio formats with up to 24-bit/l 92 kHz native sample rate. There's also 

a range of digital inputs to give upsampling DAC and preamplifier functionality.The Klimax DSM and Akurate DSM also offer HDMI inputs to play back SACD and DVD-Audio discs digitally (although SACD content will be downsampled to 176.4kHz or 88.2kHz PCM, and multi-channel audio down-mixed to stereo). The entry-level Majik DSM doesn't have HDMI connectivity, but does sport a two-channel stereo 1OOW power amplifier built-in, effectively letting it work as a complete one-box system.

Linn's new DSM systems work on a standard home network, so users can run shared or separate music libraries, and everyone can choose music using their preferred application, whether it's iTunes or Linn's own Kinsky, which is an elegant and powerful front end. There's a choice of either black or silver finishes, and prices start at £3,535 for the Majik DSM.For more information contact your local retailer by visiting Linn's new website, phoning their helpline or emailing helpline@linn.co.uk.

NEWS IN BRIEF
•W^^S Banjo headphones come in an eye
catching range of bright colours, sport 4omm driver 
units and luxuriously cushioned noise-reducing 
earpads fashioned from faux leather. There's an 
in-line mic for hands-free operation with 
a mobile phone. Weighing 115g, 
the lightweight design and 
adjustable headband is claimed 
to ensure comfort over long 
periods. Normally £69.99, 
they're currently £39.99 
for a limited period only. H 
iheadphones.co.uk. —4

!v

/ *

•BOSTON ACOUSTICS' new SoundWare 'S' 
5.1 home cinema speaker system sports five 
i30X13omm satellite speakers partnered with 
a 2^m ported subwoofer, 
rated at 200W. Price is
£599.90, with an additional 
pair of speakers 
£139.90 uxfro.
Click on 
bostona.eu.

•MUSIC FIRST AUDIO is having its first 
Intenational Showcaso in Amsterdam on 
January 28th and 29th, 2012 at the Radisson 
Blu hotel, Amsterdam, Holland. The company 
says it's an occasion for audiophiles to bring 
their own music, and even equipment, to test 
and compare with Mrs well-respected range 
of transformer preamplifiers. 'We only ask 
that prospective visitors contact us to let us 
know when they're coming so we can be 
sure we're ready'', says spokesman Harry 
O'Sullivan. For more details call 01424 858261 
or click on mfaudio.co.uk.
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JOLIDA JD1501BRCKEV!lVVj integrated amplifier ei,O2o

Two's 
company
Question: when’s a tube amplifier not a tube 
amplifier? Answer: when it’s also solid-state.
David Price meets Jolida’s hybrid JD1501BRC...

ere the Jolida JD1501BRC ever to be dug up in some great excavation a thousandyears from now, hi-fi archeologists would be able to date it very accurately as being ‘early twenty-first century’. The identifying marks are all clearly visible. First, it’s a hi-fi separate, not an all-in-one. Second, 

it’s of the minimalist school, stripped of features like tone controls and filters. And third, it uses both valves and solid-state devices inside.All of which would tell our ancient audio expert that it came from a very specific moment in the ‘early silicon period’, where designers wereexperimenting with antiquated thermionic valves for reasons of

MMBMm

DETAILS
PRODUCT:
Jolida JD1501BRC
ORIGIN:
China/USA
TYPE:
Integrated amplifier
WEIGHT: 
158kg
DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
430x330x115mm
FEATURES:
• Tube-buffered 
preamp section
• 100W power 
amp section
• RCA.XLR 
and 3.5mm 
mini jack inputs
• ALPS volume 
control, large 
toroidal transformer
DISTRIBUTOR:
Aired Audio Ltd

sound quality. Were he, by some miracle, able to source the accompanying press release, he’d read that it, ‘combines the best of two worlds, a tube preamp with a solidstate power amplifier... smooth silky sound with pace and bass’.If this very issue of Hi-Fi Choice was dug up alongside it, he would quickly find out that - in my view - it does not give the best of both worlds. This is because the Jolida sounds neither like a great tube amp nor a top transistor one. Instead, it sounds like precisely what it is - a fusion of the two, which in turn has a completely different and distinctive sonic flavour.The question then presents itself, is this ‘third way” a worthwhile one? I’d say yes. Having experimented with endless permutations of
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tribes together. In my view, Jolida’s designer Michael Allen has got his priorities right. The thinking goes that you get the punchy speaker driving ability of solid-state (which is, of course, the bane of tube amps) with some of the sylph-like silkiness of a tube-buffered preamp.

JOLIDA JD1501BRC DEWIEtAIC
INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER £1.020 ISE V IE WO

owners might like to try ‘rolling’ them for something a bit more fancy. This is a big thing amongst tube aficionados, with many believing the expensive (or classic new old stock) ones sound better.In my own experience of other valve preamps, this is very much the case. The designer Michael Allen says the Tung Sols are, “good for dark speakers and will give a bit more forward middle and high and a strong bass”. His own taste is to use new old stock Phillip Miniwatts or Mullards.A good-quality ALPS volume control is fitted, so Jolida have avoided the temptation to fit bargain-basement components throughout. Downstream is the power amp section, with a generously heatsinked IC power amp output stage putting out a claimed 100W RMS per channel into 8 ohms (see In SightplB). Capacitors are genuine Wima and output chips are National Semiconductor LM3886, two per channel. The rear-mounted speaker sockets feel a little low rent, but everything is tidy and solid enough all the same.

casework isn’t the thickest around. It’s also a little more resonant than I’d like; compare that with the less bell-like alloy shell of the Cyrus 8 integrated, for example, and you’ll see what I mean.Under the hood, we see a pair of Timg Sol 12AX7A tubes working as buffers for the incoming signal, in a passive preamplifier section. The tubes are inexpensive and readily available for around £15 a pop. The company guarantees them for 1,000 hours or six months, and after they’ve reached the end of their natural life (and the amp’s warranty period passed) then

Come togetherAnd so to the detail. The £1,020 Jolida is a fairly sizeable bit of metal. Surprisingly, perhaps, its final assembly and testing is done in the United States, although first line production is in China. The amp has a whiff of the handmade about - it doesn’t have the immaculate fit and finish you’d expect from a similarly priced Japanesemade Onkyo, for example. Move the volume control and there’s a very slight scraping sound, almost as if the knob has been set too far back on the fascia. It’s not a serious criticism, but you can tell the designer’s attention has gone elsewhere...Indeed, you don’t have to be Columbo to find out, as one peek through the myriad cooling slats of the top casing shows an

enormous 500VA toroidal transformer, the sort of thing that could pass for an artillery round. I’d wager this takes up much of the weight, as the pressed steel-painted
This hybrid amplifier is a 
thoroughly modern music 
maker, with a light, open 
and airy sound...
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DEVI ElAIC JOLIDA JD1501BRCREVIEWS INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER £1,020

Q&A...
DAVID PRICE SPEAKS TO JOLIDA'S 
FOUNDER MICHAEL ALLEN..

DP: How did/olida start?
MA: We started as a family US 
corporation in 1983. The name 
is a combination of my cousin's 
mother's name 'Jo' and my mother's 
name 'Lida'. In 1983 our business 
was the design and sales of power 
transformers and vacuum tubes, both 
audio and commercial. In 1993, we 
morphed into the design and sales 
of vacuum tube amplifiers, hybrid 
amplifiers and CD players.

DP: Why did you do a hybrid amp?
MA: Three basic reasons. One, 
there is a segment of the population 
that wants an amp that provides an 
aggressive attack on their music 
which is not readily available in a full 
tube amp. Second, there is a segment 
of the population that will never buy 
a full tube amplifier for a number 
of assorted reasons. Third, we can 
produce a hybrid amp at lower price 
points than a full tube amp at the 
same power level.

DP: Are you a tube fan?
^A: Definitely! However, I think that 
solid-state amplifiers are a valid 
technology and can be extremely 
good. The cost of a good solid
state amp is usually greaterthan 
corresponding tube amps or even 
hybrid amps.

DP: Describe the/01501 's sound!
^A: Powerful, good attack, strong 
bass, an extended sound stage, and a 
smooth upper end. I think people who 
enjoy the attack of a solid-state amp 
would be satisfied with the 1501 and 
still enjoy some of the benefits that 
come with a clean smoother sound.

DP: What's your personal system?
^A: Von Sweikert VR35 speakers, 
Clearaudio Innovation turntable with 
the Clearaudio Titanium cartridge, 
Custom made reel-to-reel tape deck 
from United Home Audio, Celtic Silver 
cables, and fortheamp, JD 1000RC 
(full tube). Just put a pair of MBL 

126 speakers into the mix for good 
results. I hear lots of alternative music 
like Godsmack, Gorillas, Dead Garden 
and Metallica (all on vinyl), but also 
like classical music, especially opera.

ON TEST
Tube preamp stages have been 
employed in transistorised amps, 
CD players and outboard DACs for 
decades and not always to inject 
some additional 'colour'. So it is here, 
for while the JD1501 imparts an 
unusually extended even-order 
pattern of distortion harmonics these 
typically amount to just -0.05% 
through the midrange up to 
10W/Sohm and -0.2% from 20W up 
to its limit of 100W/8ohm. Under 
dynamic, music-like conditions, it's 
possible to wrestle a full 150W/8ohm

A
HOW IT 
COMPARES

AT THE PRICE, the 
Jolida is very hard 
to fault. Rivals 
such as the Nairn 
Nait 5i (£850) give 
a slightly tighter, 
tauter rendition of 
rhythms, yet it lacks 
the Jolida's power 
and general sense of 
openness and ease.

Cambridge Audio's 
840A V2 (£800) 
gives you a lot more 
power and facilities, 
but doesn't quite 
have the musical 
flow of the Jolida 
or the Nairn.
Both though, it 
must be noted, are 
more slickly built 
and finished.

The amp runs very cool, despite 
the tubes, which barely get warm.

The fascia is a quarter inch-thick 
slice of aluminium, with the bare 
minimum of controls. Switch the 
Jolida on and an illuminated ring 
around the volume control flashes 
for a few seconds, while the 
protection circuitry remains on. 
There are three RCA phono inputs, 
plus a front-mounted 3.Smm 
minijack and - unusually at this price 
-XLRs (which I used for this review). 
Round the back, there are also 
variable and fixed preamp outputs. 
The plastic remote wins no prizes, 
but does the job.

Sound quality

As previously suggested, there's 
nothing especially 'valve-like' about 
the Jolida JD1501BRC - you'd never 
confuse it for a vintage Quad II for 
example! Rather, it's a thoroughly 
modern music maker with a light, 
open and airy nature.

There's little that's remarkable 
about this amplifier's sound, which 
itself could be a remarkable thing, as 
at the £1,000 price point there are a 
lot of integrateds which draw rather 
too much attention to the way they 
go about reproducing music, leaving

O extensive 
heatsinking means 
amp doesn'tget hot

O motor-driven 
ALPS volume 
potentiometer

O premium Wima 
power supply 
capacitors

O chunky 500VA 
toroidal mains 
transformer

O National LM3886 
power amp module, 
two perchannel

0 TungSol12AX7A 
tubes buffer input 
in preamp section

and 175W/4ohm, but as there's a 
current limit of around 6.6A, this 
restricts power into very low 
impedances to just 8oW/2ohm 
and 43W/1ohm.

So the Jolida is still best suited to 
moderately sensitive speakers that 
do not present an especially arduous 
load. That said, one of the benefits of 
its solid-state power amp is a low 
o.03ohm output impedance, ensuring 
little modification of the overall amp/ 
speaker system response with 
differences in speaker impedance.

Indeed, the JD1501's frequency 
response is consistently flat out to 
-o.4dB/2okHz before rolling off to a 
sensible -4.SdB at an ultrasonic 
1ookHz. Less sensible, arguably, is its 
subsonic bass boost amounting to 
+udB at just 5Hz - fortunately the 
JD1501 has no phono stage or record 
warps could prove very dramatic! 
Neither is the amp especially quiet, 
its extended PSU noise dropping the 
A-wtd S/N ratio to 78dB (re. odBW), 
below average but not debilitating. 
Run-of-the-mill, it is not. PM

their grubby fingerprints at the scene 
of the crime. The Jolida, by contrast, 
simply gets on with the job in an 
uncomplicated and enjoyable way.

Kicking off with 4hero's Give In, 
and the 1501 set up a wide, 
expansive soundstage inside which 
all the elements of the mix 
flourished. Unlike some all solid
state designs, it doesn't search out 
individual musical strands and spit 
them out at you; instead the Jolida is 
subtle enough to encourage you to 
listen right into the recording.

I was struck by the large scale of 
the proceedings, and its zest and zip 
in the rhythm department - this 
amplifier doesn't sit around waiting 
to be asked to get up and boogie. 
Instead, it carried the song's fat 
bassline with aplomb, providing 
generous yet firm foundations for 
the rest of the musical event.

Across the midband, the Jolida 
was surprisingly civil - there was 
none of the nasty screeching some 
solid-state amplifiers offer up at high 
volumes, but then again neither was 
there any obvious sense of listening 
to an amplifier with tubes in it.

It would be misleading to talk 
about it being warm and full and 
fruity sounding, because the Jolida

18 ^Choice FEBRUARY 2012 www.hifichoice.co.uk

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk


JOLIDA JD1501BRC DEt/IElAfC
INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER £1,020 REVIEWS

CONNECTIONS

O XLR inputs, unusual atthis price and worth having
O 3 pairs RCA phono line inputs; 3.5mm minijack on fascia
O fixed and variable line outputs give preamp flexibility
O stock IEC mains in makes upgrading power leads easy
O ground post, although no phono stage is fitted
O standard speaker binding posts; nothing clever here!

instead has a largely even and uncoloured tonality. Possibly, there's just a smidgen of 'warm sunlight' being shone across the music, rather than the forensic bluey-white light that some rival all solid-state amps provide - bur it's only subtle. This is an interesting facet of the Jolida's sound; there's a sense that the amplifier has been subtly voiced to add just the slightest euphony. This will surely give added showroom appeal - for example compared to the solid-state Cambridge 840A it will sound sweeter and more sensual to most people's ears, contrasting with the latter's apparently rather clinical tonality. In truth though, you could still argue that the 840A is ultimately the more accurate of the two...Treble, for example, is clean and extended, with a good deal of bite - yet hi-hat cymbals are never gritty. Steely Dan's 
Hey Nineteen is a veritable audio assault course, with crashing dynamics and lots happening from bottom to top. I was very pleased with the Jolida's muscular bass. It's not going to beat a high-end solid-state power amp, but still it has some 'steel' to it, which gives bass guitar lines real authority. Yet it's not leaden, never slowing to a plod.Further up and the Jolida bristles with detail, all set in a very wide soundstage. Individual instruments sit firmly in specific locations, and play in an unconstrained and tuneful way. Right up top the song's lovely cymbal work sparkles. True, in absolute terms, treble is slightly vague and diffuse, the amp failing to get right 'inside' every last shimmer of harmonics you hear in a hi hat crash. But considering its price this isn't so much a criticism as an observation; you need to spend hundreds of pounds more to get any useful improvement in refinement.Impressively, the Jolida carried Donald Fagen's vocals really well. It never sounded nasal (which is a challenge with Fagen's slightly adenoidal tones), yet allowed the 

plaintive, slightly world-weary vocal delivery to really hit home. There was an emotional immediacy there which is so often lost by amplifiers of this price. Meanwhile all those rhythmic contortions of the song were handled vety skillfully, the JD1501 never falling over its feet when trying to keep up the pace and convey the music's lively dynamic inflections and accenting.
The Jolida succeeds 
because it offers a 
flavour that none of 
its rivals possess...

Moving to some classic jazz, and Herbie Hancock's The Prisoner worked beautifully. There's some powerful, expressive trumpet playing on this track which can have me heading for the listening room door on some occasions, but the Jolida never got harsh or uncouth. Ditto the saxophone and flute work, which remained resolutely civilised, the amp catching their syncopations nicely. Al this time that big, powerful drum kit was pounding away with relentless energy, and again this amplifier kept a great grip on the proceedings, a testament to its speed and dexterity.My favourite recording of Vivaldi's Four 

Seasons showed the JD1501 to be a consummate professional, offering up as it did a wide recorded acoustic, inside which orchestral instruments could flourish. Again, its fine tonal quality announced itself, giving a really visceral, tangible quality to the massed strings. My only criticism here would be just a slight lack of vety. low-level derail and atmosphere to the proceedings, but this wasn't unexpected considering its price.

Likewise, more expensive designs do place instruments in space with greater accuracy - I found the Jolida a touch vague in its location of instruments within the recorded acoustic, preferring to throw out a large 'morass' of sound, rather than tightly defined pinpoints within. Yet again, however, the amp was excused boots because of its modest price.
ConclusionA genuinely interesting amplifier, this one. The Jolida JD1501BRC succeeds not just because it's a fine sounding £1,000 integrated, but because it offers a subtle flavour that none of its rivals possess. It's nor soft, low-powered and syrupy like some of the entry level tube amps at this price, yet nor does it have the matter of fact, mechanical heart of many solid-starers. Instead, it sounds like the good tubetransistor hybrid that it is - open, derailed and punchy, yet smooth and even, too. 
Al interesting take on how to do a mid-price integrated amplifier then, it most certainly does not deserve to be buried without a trace! Tty to hear it if you can. •
Hi Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT

LIKE: Smooth, powerful, 
open sound with fine 
rhythm; excellent value 

for money

DISLIKE: So-so finish, 
resonant casework

WE SAY: Skillfullyvoiced 
integrated, with its 
own distinctivelyeven, 
musical sound

SOUND QUALITY
****JVALUE FOR MONEY
*****BUILD QUALITY
****FEATURES
****
OVERALL

****j
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How many CDs do you own but never play?

Store, browse and listen to your complete CD collection on the revolutionary Brennan

What's the point in owning hundreds of CDs worth thousands of 
pounds if you never listen to them? The problem with CDs is that it's 
quicker to make a cup of coffee than dip into a CD. Try timing how 
long it takes to pick a CD, load it in the CD player, play a snippet from a 
track or two, eject it and put it back where it came from. Then there is 
the problem of finding music. The print on a CD spine is tiny.
What if the track is on a compilation CD7 What if the CD is in the car? 
Then there is the clutter. You need to keep your CDs near the player or 
you won't play them. So you are forced to share your living space with 
literally hundreds of cheap plastic boxes.

CDs are a great way to listen to music but they are also inconvenient, 
inaccessible and a bit of a chore.

The Brennan JB7 is a CD player with a hard disk that 
stores up to 5,000 CDs* - and that's not all
11 saves space and clutter and delivers near immediate access to an 
entire music collection. JB7 owners rediscover then fall in love with 
their music again simply because the Brennan makes it so accessible.

The Brennan also records from vinyl and cassette so you can enjoy 
your entire music collection but keep the originals in another room or 
retire them to the attic.

Small enough to pick up with one hand yet big enough for a lifetime 

of music, the Brennan JB7 is one man's brilliant idea for everyone's 

forgotten music. It's only available direct from Brennan at 

www.brennan.co.uk.

Key features
► Browse albums by spinning the volume knob - push to play
► 
► 
► 
..

Display track names as they play
Delete tracks you don't like
Seven rainbow colour coded playlists
Segue function blends one track into the next 

BEST BUY

HHICHDICE

*
.. One touch record from vinyl, cassette or radio 
► One button plays the entire music collection at random
► Plays MP3 downloads -future proof
► Clock with alarm
.. 60 Watt. 4.8 x 16 x 22 cm steel and aluminium construction
► Backup music to external USS hard disk for safe keeping
► You can use it with your existing hi-fi or on its own

"I've suddenly re-discovered my love of music - it's amazing" 
"I feel like a teenager all over again - thank you Brennan"

The Brennan 
JB7 is available 
in Cobalt Blue 
or Titanium 
Metallic

FULL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE
If you're not suitably impressed with your Brennan JB7 we'll collect it 
free of charge and refund you in full. •See copyright message on the Brennan website

The face behind Brennan A word about copyright

Martin Brennan, who designed the JB7, has worked with Sir Clive Sinclair 
and Sir Alan Sugar and has designed over 20 silicon chips in his career. 
He was a real pioneer in the computer games industry - he played a 
central role in the design of the worlds first 64 bit games computer.

Ever since CDs were invented Martin wanted a CD player that would 
hold his entire CD collection. He wanted something as simple to use as 
a light switch but at the same time something that would let him find a 
particular track without leaving the armchair.

"In 2006 the record companies said unequivocally 
that they are happy for you to load your own CDs 
onto a hard disk but the Advertising Standards 
Authority have asked us to tell you that it is 
unlawful to copy material without the 
permission of the copyright holder. 
Confused? Find out more and have 
your say ot www.brennan.co.uk"

ONLY AVAILABLE DIRECT. To order visit www.brennan.co.uk

Martin
Brennan

http://www.brennan.co.uk
http://www.brennan.co.uk
http://www.brennan.co.uk


Howwetest
Hi-Fi Choice employs the most rigorous test and measurement regime 
in the business, here we explain why our verdicts are beyond compare

X__  __ >

Unrivalled group tests
Hi-Fi Choice is the only magazine to offer Blind-Listening
Group Tests, backed up with an objective lab testing procedure

HOW WE TEST

THIS ISSUE'S 
BLIND PANEL
This month's panel of experienced 
listeners from within the industry are:

BLIND-LISTENING TESTS
THIS CRUCIAL process, carefully controlled and 
yet sufficiently relaxed that our listeners do not feel 
that they're being tested, forms the heart of our 
Group Test review. Our panel of three listeners are 
not aware of the brand or price of the product they 
are listening to, but they are able to choose their 
own music selection and decide upon the initial 
listening level at the beginning of the first session.

This level is accurately matched from product 
to product throughout subsequent sessions 
so that subjective impressions of 'louder' or 
'quieter' sounding separates helps inform us of 
their inherent character. Regular breaks keep 
our listenersrefreshed while the sessions are

conducted with the minimum of distractions, 
playing the same programme through each 
system while they take notes of whatever pleases 
or bothers them. Our panel are encouraged to 
discuss their impressions after each session and 
the concensus, or otherwise, forms the basis of our 
reported Sound Quality section.

In this way, an evaluation free of prejudices 
based on brand, price or appearance can be made, 
while the different tastes and sensitivities of 
each listener help round out the analysis and make 
it more widely applicable. Occasional repeats of 
kit give a 'sanity check', while years of experience 
help make the process efficient and reliable.

STEVE REICHERT
JOB: PR MANAGER 
ARMOUR HOME ELEC.
WITH NEARLY FORTY 
years in the business, 
Armour's PR man is also 
the 'Golden Ears' for 
Q Acoustics and QED.

BRADLEY WALTERS
JOB: MANAGING 
DIRECTOR OF HI-FI 
RACKS LTD
BRADLEYlSA 
passionate enthusiast of 
live and recorded music 
and knows a thing or two 
about system set up.

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

TAMRIKO 
SAKVARELIDZE
JOB: RECORDING 
PRODUCER
TAMRIKO'S SHARP 
hearing is used daily 
in teaching piano 
and in producing 
audio recordings.

Dynamic Speaker load Distortion Signal-to- Digital 
power tolerance noise ratio jitter

DYNAMIC POWER
A measure of power up to one per cent distortion under 
realistic, music-like conditions, using a brief (lomsec) 
transient signal and a model Sohm speaker load.

SPEAKER LOAD TOLERANCE
This indicates how ably the amplifier maintains a given level 
of performance intoprogressively lower impedance and 
difficult speaker loads.

DISTORTION
Rather than quote a single figure for distortion at one 
frequency and level, this bar value represents a measure 
of distortion and its consistency across both the whole 
audio band and the amplifier's entire dynamic range.

S/N RATIO
This a direct representation of the amplifier's A-weighted 
Signal-to-Noise (S/N) ratio at iwatt output into an 
idealised Sohm load.

DIGITAL JITIER
Any uncertainty in the timing of the digital code produces 
digital jitter, which manifests as an insidious form of 
distortion during digital-to-analogue conversion.
The lower the figure the better.

LISTENING SYSTEMS
Loudspeakers:
• ATCSCM20
•S&WS03S
Cables:
• Kimber and QED
Equipment supports:
• Hi-Fi Racks and Custom Design

TEST MUSIC
BETTE MIDLER:
SLOWBOATTOCHINA

OUR GROUP TESTS 
and Lead Review 
are subject to 
exhaustive lab 
testing by Paul 
Miller using the QC 
Suite Functional 
Testing Station 
(left). Paul has 
tested more hi-Ii 
equipmentthan 
any reviewer in the 
world, so you know 
you're in safe hands. 
We don't publish 
pages of graphs, but 
we do understand 
the importance of 
transparency. So, 
readers may view full 
QC Suite test reports 
for our key reviews 
by clicking on the 
red download button 
on our website.
^ww.hlflcholce.co.uk

PINKFLOW:
DARK SIDE OF THE MOON

DVORAK:
CARNIVAL OVERTURE

RA1YKHELSON:
JAZZ SUITE 
(TOCCATA CLASSICS)

www.hifichoice.co.uk FEBRUARY 2012 »fi Choice 21

ww.hlflcholce.co.uk
http://www.hifichoice.co.uk


^^Blind-listeningGrouptest
ONE-BOX SYSTEMS £1,200-£1,600Boxing clever
Can single-box 'style systems' deliver fine 
sound alongside their beguiling looks?
Richard Black believes they can...

ONE-BOX SYSTEMS are getting ever more popular, and it's not hard to see why. Of course, dedicated gear-heads can never have too much equipment, but many others seemingly have no desire to live their lives surrounded by piles of electronics!Fair enough, but no audiophile worth his salt will be in a hurry to throw quality to the wind in the name of saving a few square feet of hi-fi rack space.What's really given the one-box phenomenon legs in recent years has been the fact that an increasing number of these little beauties demonstrably offer real sonic ability - while they may still not quite match traditional hi-fi separates, they're now, at least, in the same ball park.Reasons forthis range from the continuing miniaturisation of electronics, to the application of audiophile best practice in the design of these style systems. One thing that's made this possible is the rise in the quality of high-power integrated circuits; several of the units in this group use power I Cs for their output, and 

modern ones are an order of magnitude better than those of a few years ago in terms distortion and noise.Then there's the rise of switch-mode power supplies and switching power amps, used by some of the units on test here. While these don't necessarily save on space, they can help keep things compact by requiring much less heatsinking and thermal management.
The latest one-box 
systems no longer 
need any special 
pleading to competeThe upshot of all this is that the latest one-box systems no longer need any special pleading to compete with hi-fi separates. And as we become more accustomed to multiple digital sources (MP3 players of every kind, computers/ streamers, set-top boxes, in addition to good old CD), the logic of using a single box as DAC and integrated amp looks ever more attractive. Read on to see how they do...

ON TEST

Arcam Solo Neo £1,400 p25The latest version of Arcam^s highly popular 'Solo' range is highly specified, with full streaming capabilities (wired and wireless) in addition to CD and DAB/FM radio. It can play music from most portables, although one feature it doesn't offer is digital interfacingto iPods. With plenty of analogue inputs, it’swell-equipped to deal with legacy formats, too.

Aura Note Premier £1,495 p27The smart, distinctive looks of this unit will surely appeal to the fashion-conscious, but there's a lot more to itthan just a pretty face. The top-loading CD transport is a pleasure to use and quick, too. There's no streaming, but you can connect a computer via USB, while portables are also catered for. There's FM radio, and even AM too, but no DAB.

Cyrus Streamline £i,6oo p29Alone among this group, the Streamline has no CD transport, though you could easily connect any CD spinner to one of its several digital inputs. It doesn’t have any analogue inputs either, but when it comes to modern sources it’s well provided, with streaming and digital connectivity for portables, including the iPod range.

EUpson MC1 £1,300 p31The highly distinctive MC1 offers a less unusual, but still impressive, list of features, including a slot- loadingCD transport, DAB/ FM radio and the usual USB/ MP3 functionality. Connection to a corn puter relies on a wireless dongle, which is an ingenious solution. Power is provided by B&O's latest 'IcePower' modules.

Myryad Mi ft,295 P33The long lived 'Music integrated’ is kitted out with CD, DAB/FM radio and both analogue and digital inputs, but doesn’t have either USB or streaming capabilities. Some internet connectivity is possible via an iPod/iPhone, usingMyryad’s'MTort', but in general computer connection relies on the computer having a digital output.

Rotel RCX-1500 £1,i95 P35In one particular respect, this unit stands out: it has the highest-powered amplifier by quite a margin. It also has plentyofinput options, including full streaming capabilities, CD, DAB and FM radio and one each of analogue and digital inputs. It interfaces digitallyto iPods and, of course, plays music from other brands of portables.
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manant zPremium Range
l ntensity

1 n every sense

Locate your nearest dealer
City Dealers Telephone Website
Beckenham Musical Images 0208 663 3777 www.musical-images.co.uk
Bournemouth Jordan Acoustics 01202 911886 www.jordanacoustics.co.uk
Carlisle Peter Tyson 01228 546756 www.petertyson.co.uk
Glenrothes Jordan Acoustics 01592 744779 www.jordanacoustics.co.uk
Gloucester HiFi Gear 01452 382222 www.hifigear.co.uk
Hastings Adams & Jarrett 01424 432398 www.adamsandjarrett.com
New Malden Unilet 0208 942 9567 www.unilet.net
Southampton Sevenoaks Sound & Vision 0238 033 7770 www.sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk
York Vickers Hi-Fi 01904 691600 www.vickers-hifi.co.uk

www.marantz.co.uk
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A ream
Solo Neo £i*4oo

For some reason, we found the Arcam's built-in CD transport a little less convincing than sound sourced via Ethernet. It wasn't a huge step change, but streamed audio seemed clearer and more direct.

Highly specified, with full streaming capabilities, 
the Neo is the latest in Arcam's popular Solo range

□ DETAILS
ORIGIN:
UK/China
TYPE:
One-box system
WEIGHT:
7.Skg
DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD) 
43OX79X35omm
FEATURES:
• Rated output 38W 
(Sohms)
• RS232/iRdock 
input
• DAB/FM antenna 
input
• USB-A input
• Ethernet 
connection
• Wi-fi connector
• MP3 input and 
headphone output
• Preamp output
• Recording ouput
• Optical digital 
ouput
DISTRIBUTOR:
Arcam
TELEPHONE:
01223 203200
WEBSITE: 
arcam.co.uk

□ ringing the Solo up to date with recent trends, Arcam's Neo is well- equipped with digital connectivity, including wired Ethernet, Wi-Fi and USB (for portable players, etc.). It doesn't digitally interface to iPods and other Apple products, but it can control them via Arcam's own optional irDock. It doesn't have S/PDIF inputs either, but does sport four handy line-level analogue inputs.A CD transport is built in, and is quick and fuss-free to use. Both DAB and FM radio are supported, sharing a single RF input socket, which connects to a shared tuner/decoder.There's also a number of internal modules and sub-boards inside; the main circuit board looks traditional with a linear power amplifier using a single power integrated circuit per channel, a chip we've come across in a few products recently.The power supply is also linear, using a pair of toroidal transformers (large for the output stages, small for standby functions). The prominent external heatsink at the rear is something we haven't seen on Arcam products in quite a while. On the one hand it needs extra space, due to its prominence, on the other hand it serves to protect cables, so no harm done! Features include tone and balance controls alongside the various streaming functions, all very easy to use.

Sound qualityThis unit divided opinion among the blind-listening panel, in some cases quite sharply, particularly in regard to the type of music playing. It got the best response on the Bette Midler number, which is superficially quite simple, but has a fair amount going on beneath the surface.Harmonically though, the music presents few challenges and the Solo Neo seemed to react well to that, giving a very enjoyable rendition of a classic song.By contrast, in Pink Floyd's world there was some lack of edge. One listener pointed out that there was particularly good integration between the various lines and instruments in this track, and we can see the point, but that's not really what the music is all about. We also have to agree that some of the bite of the track got lost along the way.Similar considerations applied to the full-scale orchestral track, but in this case the integration was, perhaps, more to the point and the overall result was more convincing. One listener felt that there could have been more weight and grandeur in the sound.Indeed, weight is in rather short supply, bass being extended but not subten-anean. It has decent attack and is well-tuned, but ultimate heft is lacking. Treble is well-extended, but a touch closed-in.

ON TEST
Comfortably exceeding its specification, 
the Solo Neo delivered a full 6oW/Sohm 
and 85W/4ohm with sufficient headroom 
to sustain 75W, 130W and 165W into 8, 4 
and 2ohm loads under dynamic, music
like, conditions. So this is no shrinking 
violet even if moderated by the o.09ohm 
output impedance. Distortion increases 
very gently with level from 0.005% at 1W 
to 0.025% at 50W and with frequency up 
to 0.04% at 2okHz (10W/8ohm). The 
A-wtd S/N ratio is above average at 
87.9d8 (re. odBW) and the response 
extended out to -o.1dB/2okHz and 
-1.3dB/1ookHz. The subsonic extension 
of-o.4dB/1Hz is extreme but does not 
promise exceptional bass. The CD section 
performs like a quality 'budget' Arcam 
model with a wide 107dB A-wtd S/N ratio, 
separation >SodB and distortion as low as 
0.0007-0.002% across the board while 
jitter is state-of-the-art at just 12opsec 
(close to the limit with 16-bit data). PM

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY
****
VALUE FOR MONEY
****
BUILD QUALITY
*****
FEATURES
*****

LIKE: Neutralmidrange and good integration make for pleasant long^ term listening
DISLIKE: A little short of attack and bass weight; no digital inputs
WE SAY: Eminently suited to background music playingOVERALL

****
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Aura
Note Premier £i*49&
With computer audio via USB, plus recording radio to 
MP3, this is a beautiful yet flexible package

□ DETAILS
ORIGIN: 
Japan/Korea 
TYPE:
One-box system 
WEIGHT: 
7kg
DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
278x84X278mm 
FEATURES:
• Rated output 5ow
• 2 line inputs
• FM and AM 
antenna inputs
• Optical digital 
input
• USS-B input
• USB-A input
• MP3 input
• Speaker output
• Preamp output
• Headphone output 
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Vivid Audio
TELEPHONE: 
01403 282221 
WEBSITE: 
auradesign.co.jp

his group includes a number of units that steer clear of the stereotypical black orsilver box, but we found the Aura Note Premier the most smart and upmarket-looking. The one drawback of all that chrome is that the black labelling for the buttons can be hard to read, and you'll be more than usually glad of the remote control.By far, the nicest operational feature here is the top-loading CD transport. You slide the glass cover across, remove the puck, pop a CD on the spindle, replace the puck and slide the cover back. The whole process takes no longer than a typical drawer transport and frankly feels so much nicer.
As well as the CD spinner, it also sports FM and AM radio (no DAB, but do we care?), digital inputs (optical and USB from a computer), two line-level analogue inputs, and an A-type USB socket for memory sticks and personal music players. You can connect an iPod here too, but you don't get digits off it. Instead, a stereo mini-jack next to the USB sockets connects to the iPod's analogue output.Those last connectors are mounted on the right-hand side of the Note, next to the (6.3mm) headphone socket, which means that the narrow case is compromised by the need to leave a good few centimetres to 

attach any accessories. One feature is unique: the ability to record radio broadcasts to a USB stick - only in MP3 quality, but still very useful.Build internally is good; purists will be impressed to find a linear power supply (regular mains transformer) and a linear power output stage, so no switching electronics here!
Sound qualityWhile the general presentation of this unit is very likeable, with good integration between the various registers and plenty of rhythmic drive, it didn't quite have the sense of scale necessary to make the most of the larger recordings, especially those for full classical orchestra. It also divided opinion somewhat over the question of harshness in its sound. That may seem highly perverse, but reading between the lines of our listeners' notes, we can see a pattern.In fact, bass and midrange are indeed smooth in a good way but the higher treble regions do, at times, become a little coarse and, yes, even occasionally harsh.The coarseness in the treble isn't enormously serious, of course, and taken in isolation this unit could well pass muster with the great majority of listeners, but in quickfire comparisons all of our listeners spotted that aspect of its character. Still, for those who react more to the lower two-thirds of the audible 

spectrum, it could be quite a winner. It has good bass extension which is never unduly prominent, but provides a solid underpinning for all kinds of music, and its midrange is unfussily clear and detailed. This sort of sound tends to be quite forgiving of lossy digital coding artefacts, so MP3 is well served - the radio tuner isn't bad either. With that proviso about treble noted, this is a vety, likeable unit.
ON TEST

Inspired by the Aura Note 'Completer' this 
evolved 'Premier' all-in-one player offers 
far better performance. Rated at 2X50W, it 
delivers 2X4SW/8ohm and 2X55W/4ohm 
with sufficient reserve to support peaks of 
75W/4ohm under dynamic conditions. 
Distortion is as low as 0.003% over the 
first toW ofits range, increasing to 0.1% 
from 20W to 40W. The frequency response 
is very extended: just -o.1dB/2okHz and 
-1.4dB/1ookHz and with a -3dB subsonic 
roll-off of 6Hz.

Used as a CD player, the pre outs deliver 
a standard 2V at volume '60' with an 
A-wtd S/N ratio of 96.SdB and distortion 
at just 0.0006% through the midrange, 
increasing to a mere 0.0035% at 2okHz. 
Stereo separation is wide at >85dB. Jitter 
is impressively low at 195psec but, 
perhaps, the Premier's most unusual 
feature is its digital filter, almost 
eliminating the pre-ringing associated 
with the archetypal 'digital sound'. PM

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

****
VALUE FOR MONEY

****
BUILD QUALITY

*****
FEATURES 

****

LIKE: GGo bass;midrange 
smooth and □e^i.iiung.but 
always detailed

DISLIKE: Coarseness in 
the treble is more audible 
to some listeners

WE SAY: Stunning style, 
great build and strong 
sound makesthis a joy

OVERALL

****
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Cyrus
Streamline £i,&oo
Well equipped for the brave new world of 
streamed music and other digital sources

CDETAILS

ORIGIN: 
UK

TYPE:
One-box system 
WEIGHT:
3.4 kg 
DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
215x75x385 mm 
FEATURES:
• Rated output 30W 
(8 ohms)
• Line input
• 2 optical digital 
inputs
• 3 electrical digital 
inputs
• USB-A input
• Ethernet 
connection
• Wi-fi connector
• Electrical digital 
output
• Speaker output
• Preamp output
• Recording output
• Headphone output 
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Cyrus Audio 
TELEPHONE: 
01480 410900 
WEBSITE: 
cyrusaudio.com

'---------- ’w
to______ J

e reviewed Cyms’s Stream X a few issues ago (HFC351) in our first-ever Blind-listening
Group Test of streaming music players. The Streamline effectively adds an integrated amplifier to the Stream X, and does so for just
£200 extra.To some, the amplifier may look like a cheapskate add-on; a single high-performance integrated circuit which includes a full 30W per channel power amplifier in a single package. Time was, when that kind of thing was death to real sound quality, but things have moved on and the data sheet on this device suggests a performance that most designers of 'serious' amplifiers wouldn't consider too shabby.Unlike the other units here, this has no built-in CD transport. It does, however, have digital inputs, no less than five of them (two optical, three electrical), so you can use an external CD player through it. In the absence of analogue inputs, that's the only way you're going to interface any 'legacy' kit through the Streamline. There's always the option of adding an external ADC for those times you feel the need to drag out a cassette, but in terms of modern digital sources you won't be left wanting, as both wired and wireless Ethernet (Wi-Fi) are supported, as well as a single USB socket for connecting portable players, USB sticks and iThings.

Ethernet streaming brings with it access to the wonderful world of internet radio, podcasts and more, and Cyms has got the user interface pretty well set up here. No, it's not up to the standards of the touchscreen Logitech Squeezebox, but is easy enough to navigate. The included n-remote is particularly nice to use.
Sound qualityAnother unit which divided opinion, the Streamline is not at its best on the rhythmic front. The member of our listening panel who most highly values rhythms got off to a bad start with it and never really warmed to the sound. Even he, though, found the unaccompanied vocal track successful in portraying space, ambience and natural vocal tone.The other two listeners were more impressed, one indeed rating this joint top of the group while the other was more guarded, but still almost entirely complimentaty,. The winning suit here is evidently precision of tonal quality and of spatial information. The former makes it easy to distinguish similar voices or instruments, while the latter gives vety, fine imaging.None of those who heard this unit felt it quite managed to achieve the insight into densely layered material of some others here, but it was notably strong at imaging, where it sounded particularly assured and natural.

In terms of frequency extremes, the Streamline does very well in the treble, extending cleanly and effortlessly - if perhaps not quite as sweetly as some. Bass, our listeners felt, is reasonably extended, but lacks a little weight and impact, explaining why rhythms can seem a little wanting. Overall though, a good performance that’s very consistent across digital sources.

ON TEST

Offering a decent digital performance 
(accepting all44.1, 48, 88.2, 96, 176.4 
and 192kHz inputs), its maximum volume 
realises a 37V preamp output from a 
23oohm source impedance. The i06.7dB 
A-wtd S/N ratio is wide and distortion as 
low as 0.0003% through the midrange 
over the top 2odB of its dynamic range. 
Distortion does i ncrease to 0.015% at the 
high-frequency extremes but, interestingly, 
this is only over the same 2odB range. 
low-level resolution is good to ±o.1dB 
over a 1oodB range while jitter, though 
complex, is still creditable at 34opsec.

The amp section delivers above 
specification, although 45W/8ohm and 
63W/4ohm is still modest compared with 
others in our test. THD is low at o.003% 
(1W/8ohm) butthere's evidence of noise 
modulation at high frequencies. The 
A-wtd S/N ratio is 81dB (re. odBW) and the 
response extends from -o.15dB/2okHz to 
-1odB/8okHz with 192kHz inputs. PM

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi-FiChoice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY
****
VALUE FOR MONEY
****
BUILD QUALt rV

*****
FEATURES 

****

LIKE: Detaiiedsoundwith 
deanand dear treble; 
plentyofdigitali nputs;

DISLIKE: Bass and 
t ow-midrange lack some 
i mpact, whichcan make 
sound uninvolving

WESAYsApracticaland 
stylish wayto access 
most digital sources

OVERALL
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Elipson
MC1 £1*300
Striking style plus an impressive list of features make 
this stand out from the crowd

□ DETAILSORIGIN:
France/ChinaTYPE:
One-box systemWEIGHT:
5kgDIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
33ox7ox33ommFEATURES:
• Rated output 6ow 
(8 ohms)
• Line input
• Optical digital 
input
• USB^A input
• MP3 input
• DAB/FM antenna 
input
• Speaker output
• Preamp outputDISTRIBUTOR:
BBGTELEPHONE:
01923205600WEBSITE: 
elipson.com

here's an obvious stylistic resemblance to a stack of vinyl LPs here, although the MCl is physicallya little bigger overall. By group standards, its feature set seems rather bare, but it still ticks plenty of boxes all the same. There are two line inputs, a USB socket (music players and so forth), a separate 'MP3' input on a stereo mini-jack, and a DAB/FM tuner input. Oh, and a CD transport, a slot-loader that's quite discreet.Indeed the whole machine is very subtle until you turn it on, whereupon logos on the front panel light up and turn into touch-sensitive controls. They work well and make operating the unit just as much fun from the front panel as it is from the unremarkable remote.A supplied USB dongle allows wireless connection to a computer; as per some rivals an Apple (iPod, etc.) wireless dongle is an option.Despite the circular shape, most connections are at the back, opposite the CD transport and controls. The USB socket, MP3 input and headphone output (mini-jack again) are just to the side of the main control panel. Inside, the power amplifier is implemented as a switching circuit, and the power supply is also a switcher. This makes the unit quite light and also easy to cool.

Sound qualityLots to like about this unit, our listeners agreed unanimously. Reservations that were expressed centred around its reproduction of the human voice, which seemed slightly impure at times - as one listener put it, with a slight 'halo' around the sound. Our most classically-minded listener was more analytical, fingering a slightly odd extreme treble as the culprit, though in that case the feeling was more of 'difference' rather obvious 'wrongness' as such.Voices are rich in high harmonics and easily show up top-octave anomalies, and one or two other instruments with plenty of treble extension seemed just a touch brighter than usual, but comments on this were mildly phrased.Otherwise, the sound pleased everyone in just about every way. Particularly praiseworthy aspects include imaging and musical flow. Images were not only clearly defined, they were rock-steady and unaffected by musical dynamics, changing pitch or any of the other factors than sometimes cause instruments to wander across the soundstage. Fluidity was clearly helped by a very persuasive way with rhythm, not overtly driving, but rather subtly convincing.Dynamics are similarly understated, but always truthful, and climaxes are remarkably clean.

Indeed we suspect this is a large part of the secret of the MCl's success. It is clear and detailed at any level, but its unusually confident and unsullied handling of climaxes and 'big moments' of every kind makes it just that little bit more like live music.Only the radio section slightly disappointed, with FM sounding rather dull and lifeless - a common drawback of dual-mode FM/DAB tuner modules.
ON TEST

Based around a pair of B&O's 120W I 4ohm 
Class D ICEPower modules, the MC1 
delivers 75w/Bohm and i45WI4ohm at 
1% THD under continuous and dynamic 
conditions. Into 2 and iohm loads 280W 
and 480W is achievable, ensuring the 
MC1 will drive almost any speaker with 
gusto. Midrange distortion hovers 
between 0.002-0.004%, increasing to 
0.16% at 2okHz. B&O has reduced the 
load sensitivity of its newer modules, the 
MCl's response now flat to within 
±o.3dB/20kHz into 2, 4 and Bohm.

Elipson's CD section is less impressive. 
The 'o' volume setting realises 1.95V from 
the pre outs, although a broad swath of 
interference patterns-possibly from the 
adjacent Class D modulators - limits the 
A-wtd S/N ratio to a 15-bit standard of 
9od8, distortion to -0.045% over the top 
4odB of its dynamic range and very high 
j itter with our specific )-test pattern. 
Ordinarily, jitter will be much lower. PM
RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY
*****
VALUE FOR MONEY
*****
BUILD QUALITY
****
FEATURES
***

LIKE: Wellbalanced, 
withvery good detail and 
excellentstereo imagingDISLIKE: Highest treble 
not always entirely pure; CD transport seems 
unusually slowWE SAY: A sound that 
comfortablytranscends 
expectations at theprice

OVERALL
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Myryad
Ml £1,29S

and attack, and its midrange tonality 
is very even. We did feel that the 
digital inputs lagged a little behind 
the CD transport in precision, and 
once again the radio is little better 
than so-so; although that's not 
unexpected at this price.

Overall, a confident and convincing 
sound that's hard not to like.

Super user interface, neat packaging and great sound 
make this the star of the show

f DETAILS

ORIGIN:
UK/China
TYPE:
One-box system
WEIGHT:
5.6kg
DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD) 
350x87x330mm
FEATURES:
• Rated output 50W 
(8 ohms)

• 3 line inputs
• 2 optical digital 
inputs
• DAB/FM antenna 
input

• M-Port
• Speaker output
• Optical digital 
output

• Recording output
• MP3 input and 
headphone ouput

DISTRIBUTOR:
Armour Home 
Electronics
TELEPHONE:
011279 501111
WEBSITE: 
myryad.co.uk

□ he elder statesmen 
of the one-box system 
breed these days, the 
Myryad Mi has no way 

of connecting to a computer. It will, 
however, connect via its 'M-Port' to 
an iPod or iPhone Touch, which 
gives it some of the internet 
connectivity that some others lack.

You can, for instance, use services 
like Spotify via an iPhone. It's a 
mixed blessing; Apple products 
famously have a nice user interface, 
but you have to tie one up as a basic 
data-forwarding device when 
you could, with a fully Ethernet- 
enabled streamer, use that boring 
router box parked out of sight near 
your phone master socket.

And the Apple user interface isn't 
such a big attraction, when the one 
built into the Mi is so lovely It's not 
a full touchscreen, but it's not far off: 
indeed, strictly it is a touchscreen but 
a rather limited one, with touch
sensitive, context-sensitive buttons at 
fixed positions. It lights up in colour 
and shows things in large type, 
including CD-TEXT information read 
off suitably coded CDs.

The large type of the display means 
you can read what's going on from 
across the room. The lack of USB 
is offset by the ability to read MP3 
CD-ROMs. Three line inputs are 
provided, plus two digital (optical). 
Power amplifier and power supply 
are both switching designs.

Sound quality
The Mi quickly established itself 
as one of the definite successes of 
the listening session. Our panel 
immediately warmed to it from 
the outset and found no reason 
to change their mind. It has a 
convincingly direct presentation and 
a knack of getting stuck in to music 
that can easily fool you that you are 
listening to fancy hi-fi esoterica.

A few minor details give the 
game away; however. There isn't 
quite the sweet clarity in the 
treble, for instance, that the very 
finest kit can offer, but on the other 
hand we're not sure any of the rival 
one-box systems in this Blind
Listening Group Test could teach 
the Mi much in that department.

Stereo imaging is good, but 
possibly not the most precise in 
terms of depth, and maybe one 
could occasionally wish for slightly 
more inner detail in complex 
recordings, but as systems at this 
price go there are really no 
legitimate grounds for complaint.

Among other admirable qualities, 
the Mi happily blends smoothness 
with insight, steering well clear of 
harshness, but never afraid of music 
with real bite. This made it equally 
adept in the rather angular sounds 
of Pink Floyd and in the luscious 
classical orchestration of Dvorak. 
It has good bass extension with 
well-balanced weight, tunefulness

ON TEST

This is a genuinely 'digital' amplifier and 
Myryad's choice of D2A Class D modules 
ensures a reliable 60W/105W 8/4ohm 
power delivery with very little headroom 
under dynamic conditions - a feature of 
PWM amplification. The Mi is phase 
inverting on line (tape) out, but not 
through the power amp. Response is 
limited tojust over 20kHz by the 48kHz 
sample rate, peaking slightly at +o.4dB 
into Bohm but rolling gently away to 
-i.7dB into 4ohm loads. It's designed to 
be 'flat' into 6ohm. Midrange distortion is 
low for this technology at -0.03% and the 
85d8 A^wtd S/N ratio (re. odBW) remains 
competitive with analogue amps.

CD performance has been slightly 
refined since the Mi's launch in 2008, 
the A-wtdS/N nowjust overthei6-bit 
standard at 98.4dB and low-level linearity 
true to t0.idB over a full ioodB dynamic 
range. Peak level THD is low at 0.0008% 
butjitter remains high a!i8oopsec. PM

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

*****
VALUE FOR MONEY

*****
BUILD QUALITY

*****
FEATURES

***

LIKE: Good bass and 
treble extension; fine 
lateralimaging

DISLIKE: Image depth 
a little limited; lacks 
computerconnectivity

WE SAY: Great with CD; 
useful connectivityto 
Apple portable devices

OVERALL

*****
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Let the music engage you...
DAC1 HDR.
An all-in-one, reference-quality, stereo pre-amplifier bringing together all the best features and performance of 
the award-winning DAC1 family. All this with the added convenience of an intelligent remote control solution.
The DAC 1 HDR combines some of Benchmark's finest engineering accomplishments into one device: the DAC1 
digital-to-analog audio converter with Ultralock'" clock system, AdvancedUSB'" computer audio playback 
interface, and the legendary HPA2'" headphone amplifier. The unique remote control solution of the DACl HOR 
is built around Benchmark's new HDR-VC™.

Also in the Range

ADCl
2 Channel 24-bit 192KHz A/D Converter

DACl PRE
Stereo Pre-Amplifier I DAC I Headphone Amp

DAC1 USB
2 Channel 24-bit 192KHz D/A Converter

w ww .scvlondon.co. uk
Distributed in the UK by SCV London.

HHB

.Also available from these dealers...
Digital Village Studioxchange KMRAudio Funky Junk Musicarch Audio Emotion Audio Affair Stereonow

ster e ooow.co uk



BLIND-LISTENING
ONE-BOX SYSTEMS flDAI IDTECT 

£i.2oo-£i,6oo GROUPTEST

Rote I
RCX-1500 £i*i9a
Plenty of power, versatile input options and a 
traditional hi-fi look and feel

DETAILS
ORIGIN:
Japan/China
TYPE:
One^ box system
WEIGHT:
8.1kg
DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
39Ui44X343mm
FEATURES:
• Rated output ioow 
(Bohms)
• Line input
• Electrical/optical 
digital input
• FM and DAB 
antenna inputs
• Ethernet (wired or 
wi-fi with adaptor)
• Speaker output
• Preamp output
• USB-A input and 
headphone output
DISTRIBUTOR:
Bowers andWilkins
TELEPHONE: 
01903 221761
WEBSITE: 
rotel.com

□ otel has set out quite an attractive stall of internet-aware audio, and this is the most highly integrated system. Like all the others in this group, it includes a simple integrated amplifier, in this case adding both CD transport and Ethernet, as well as a USB socket for music storage devices. You have the choice of wired or wireless Ethernet, using a dongle which plugs into the socket on the rear marked 'Ethernet'. Physically a USB socket, the wired dongle turns that into the usual Ethernet-style connector, while the wireless one hooks up to your Wi-Fi.More traditional sources are not neglected, with both DAB and FM radio (on separate connectors, so you can use properly optimised aerials for both), and there's a lone line-level analogue input at the rear. There are also both flavours of digital input, though you can only feed one of them as the unit auto-selects whichever is receiving data. The USB socket is fully compatible with iPod/iPhone devices, rounding out the most comprehensive feature set in the group in types of input offered.The user interface is typical Rote!, unafraid of multiple buttons on the front panel. The remote is well- designed too, though nothing flashy. 
An informative dot-matrix display gives you all the sources. A fairly bulky case is well filled with 

electronics, including a switchmode power supply and a linear transformer, the latter apparently feeding small-signal stages. The power amplifier section is also a switcher. In an impressive show of audiophile solidarity, Rote! has included some quite 'boutique' parts in the analogue electronics path.
Sound qualityMostly well liked, this unit didn't quite attract the praise that attended the Elipson and Myryad units. It seemed most successfol with simple music, struggling a little when asked to reproduce large-scale and complex musical structures.There's some reluctance to sort out all the strands in complicated harmony, which shows up in some classical music particularly. One of our listening panel may have identified the nub of the matter with a comment on high harmonics, suggesting that they are a little unclear at times. Since we rely quite a lot on those to help us sort out multiple sound sources, it's likely that's the culprit.Actual treble extension is very good, and with simple but treble-rich sounds like solo voice there's a pleasant sweetness and openness. Bass is also well-extended and has good attack, which makes the RCX-1500 convincing in the rhythm department. Occasionally it could do with a little more of that, but on the 

whole it is very successful. Detail is good and images are clear, well- defined and stable.It's ironic that the best radio performance should come from one of the internet radio-enabled units, but it's good to have the option. After all, as is unfortunately the case, not everyone has unlimited high-speed broadband.

ON TEST
With B&O's 200W Class D ICEPower 
modules at its heart, Rotel's RCX-1500 
looks to be the beefiest box in our test. 
In practice, while a little over iooW/Bohm 
and 2ooW/4ohm is achievable, the amp is 
actually less load-tolerant than the 75W 
Elipson, maintaining just 180W into 2ohm 
and 90W into iohm - a maximum current 
of9.5A. Distortion, too, while low at 
0.008% through the midrange, climbs 
close to 1% at 2okHz. Still, the A-wtd S/N 
is good at 86dB (re. odBW).

Used as a CD/preamp, the ICEPower 
modulators remain 'on' so you shouldn't 
advance the volume beyond '67'. This 
yields a iVoutput, a i0i.5dBA-wtd S/N 
and 9oopsec of jitter - creditable given 
the activity under the bonnet. Distortion, 
principally 2nd and 3rd harmonic, 
amounts to 0.01% through the mid and 
0.05% at HF, the latter accompanied by a 
deal of noise modulation over the top 
i0dB of its dynamic range. PM

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

OUR VERDICT
Hi-Fi Choice

SOUND QUALITY
****
VALUE FOR MONEY

****
BUILD QUALITY

****
FEATURES
*****

LIKE: Good bass and 
trebleextension; fine FM 
radioperformance

DISLIKE: Occasionally 
seems a little 
shy dynamically

WESAY: Easyto use for 
those more familiar with 
traditional hi^fi; offers 
attention-grabbingsound

OVERALL****
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music

t. 01483 537 577
m. 07979 515 577
e. sales@guildfordaudio 
www.guildfordaudio.co.

You are the 
music while

Astintrew ■ ATC ■ Audio Research ■ Audiophile Base ■ Copland ■ Crystal Cable ■ Custom Design ■ Dan D'agostino ■ DartZeel ■ Dream Vision ■ EAT 

Grado ■ Heed Audio • Jadis ■ Jeff Rowland ■ Koetsu ■ Kreil ■ Lavardin ■ Magnepan • Martin Logan ■ Micromega ■ Mimetism ■ Musical Fidelity 

Onyko ■ Pragma ■ Plinius ■ Prima Luna ■ PS Audio ■ Qsonix ■ Siltech ■ SME ■ Sonus Faber ■ STAX ■ Sterling Broadcast ■ Stratton Furniture 

Sugden ■ Sutherland ■ Theta ■ Transparent ■ Wadia ■ Wilson Audio ■ Yter ■ Z:axis

http://www.guildfordaudio.co


BLIND LISTENING
ON£1,200-£1,600 GROUPTEST

Blind-listening verdicts
Richard Block is suitably impressed by the quality of this month's 
one-box system selection, but there can only be one winner...

More perhaps, than with items such 
as CD players, amplifiers and 
loudspeakers, purchasers are likely 
to be swayed by the feature counts of 
one-box systems. None of these 
units has everything (though the 
Rotel comes pretty close), and they 
all offer a different subset of the 
facilities one might look for in such a 
device. Only one (Cyrus) lacks a CD 
player, butthat is perhaps the 
easiest role to fill. On the other 
hand, the systems devoid of 
streaming capabilities could easily 
be enhanced by the addition of a 
Logitech SqueezeboxTouch, which 
via its digital output is eminently 
suited to upgrading quality

equipment like the Aura and Myryad 
systems, for example.

Similarly, there are ways around the 
lack of analogue or digital inputs on 
one or two other units, so in a sense 
the issue of features isn't that critical. 
That, then, leaves us looking mainly 
at sound quality...

We ended up with some similar 
scores across the group, but sonic 
differences still exist. For instance, the 
Arcam has plenty of subtlety and detail, 
but isn't as vibrant as it might be. This 
makes it less immediately exciting than 
some, though we certainly found it an 
eminently listenable piece of kit in the 
long run. The Aura is also quite 
civilised, though a touch of treble

coarseness detracts somewhat from 
the appeal of its strongly defined bass.

If anything, the Cyrus is even more 
detailed, at least in the way it throws 
out a stereo image. Again though, it 
could do with just a little more impact 
in the lower half of the spectrum. 
Elipson's MC1 brings some real punch 
and liveliness to the party, an apt term 
to use for a very 'foot-tapping' unit that 
also brings out plenty of detail. We did 
have a few reservations about its treble 
though, which could be cleaner. 
Finally, the Rote! is also a lively unit, 
perhaps a little shy of detail now and 
then, but well specified and 
significantly more powerful than the 
others when all is said and done...

■Q
WINNER

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

We felt that the 
sound from the 
Myryad Mi was 
overall the most 
satisfying here. It 
has excellent 
extension both up 
and down, and a 
beautifully judged 
balance between 
detail and vigour. 
Above all else, this is 
the system that gets 
the pulse racing and 
keeps itthere. It's a 
million miles from 
music centres of the 
1970s and 'Sos, and 
amply proves the 
point that high levels 
of integration are no 
enemy of lively and 
satisfying sound.

Make/model Arcam
Solo Neo

Aura
Note Premier

Cyrus
Streamline

Myryad 
Mi

Rotel
RCX^i500

Elipson
MC1

Price I £1,400 £1,495 fi,6oo £1,300 £1,295 £1,195
soun: ★ ★*★..... ★ ★★★ i **** ***** ***** ****
Value **** **** • **** ***** L ***** ****
Build ***** L ***** i***** **** :***** ****

Features ***** L **** ■ ★ ★★★ *** L *** *****
Conclusion **** **** **** **** ***** ****

Great for background 
music, but ultimately 
lacks some insight 
and bite

Visually striking with
. some good performance 

levels, plus a decent 
feature set

A practical way to access 
modern digital sources, 
with sophisticated 
sound to match

Stands out visually and 
sonically, with sound 
that comfortably 
transcends expectations

Does a very good job of 
playing CDs and adds 
useful connectivity to 
Apple portable devices

Comprehensively 
featured and easy to 
use, with attention 
grabbing sound

Key features

CD included Yes .... 1 :es J No___________ Yes Yes Yes

Radio included DAB/FM FM/AM DAB/FM DAB/FM FM/AM

Analogue inputs 4 2 0 : 1 3 1

Digital inputs Opt. 2 Opt. 3 elec. Opt. 2 opt. Opt/elec.

Streaming Yes No • Yes Yes No Yes

Output power 38W sow 3ow 6ow 50W 100W

STREAMER:
Logitech SqueezeboxTouch £239

PHONO STAGE:
Cambridge Audio Azur 640P £100

LOUDSPEAKER:
TannoyDefinition DCS £2,200

This is simply the nicest way to access music stored
on your computer or 
online. The touchscreen 
interface and welL 
thought-out menu 
structure make it a breeze 
to navigate. It's the 
perfect add-on for any 
digital kit that lacks 
streaming capabilities.

None of these systems includes a phono stage. 
Luckily, dedicated phono amps exist for exactly 
this situation, and this is one ofourfavourites.

One standmount that has impressed us is

With either moving-magnet or moving<oil cartridges, 
it gets a great sound out of vinyl, despite its 
budget price.

Tannoy's latest incarnation 
of its Dual Concentric design, 
using a tweeter mounted at 
the centre of a woofer to give 
the best possible spatial 
alignment of drive units. This 
gives communicative sound 
with great coherence.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Are You Buying Pre-Ruined

The Music Chain

Much is written about music and the 
musicians who entertain us, and we rightly 
exalt great musicians. But there is an 
interlinked chain of participants, two of 
which are I believe are crucial to our music 
scene in today's world. For centuries the 
music chain was a very short one - 
composers or songwriters, musicians and 
listeners, and the judgement on quality 
was immediate. Recording technologies 
have changed all this exponentially.
Today, we listen to most of our music from 
a recording and this gives recording 
engineers the opportunity to avoid poor 
acoustics, duff notes and off days. This, of 
course, means the chain has grown to 
include the recording engineers, the music 
distribution system (retailers or 
downloads), hi-fi manufacturers, hi-fi 
sellers and the hi-fi purchasers, the latter 
being the listeners. I should start by saying 
that hi-fi has become an adulterated term 
that no longer has its original meaning 
because it's applied to much equipment 
that certainly should not be termed high
fidelity.
I t's said that a chain is only as strong as its 
weakest link. However, I believe there are 
two particularly strong links that, if 
removed from the chain, would seriously 
damage the quality of recorded music. 
These are the audiophile, or hi-fi 
connoisseur, and the specialist hi-fi retailer, 
the latter in nearly all cases also being the 
former because it's their interest that has 
driven them into their particular business. 
These are the people who most appreciate 
how exciting and involving music can be 
and how it can deliver an emotional 
experience.

Hi-Fi Connoisseurs

So why is the hi-fi connoisseur so 
important to the music industry? By their 
nature, audiophiles are generally avid 
music lovers who enhance their enjoyment 
through listening to music at its very best

quality level, which means playing great 
recordings through hi-end hi-fi to achieve 
the most outstanding results. Without the 
audiophile, the main driver for quality 
would probably be removed from the 
chain. Let's be honest, over recent years 
the majority of music listeners now settle 
for MP3 convenience and, therefore, 
mediocre sound quality, that is 'pre-ruined' 
music. If the pendulum ever swings so far 
that all but a few listen to highly 
compressed formats such as MP3, music 
producers will not waste their resources on 
producing high quality recordings because 
it would be commercially unnecessary, 
even if their recording engineers wanted to 
achieve the best they could. After all, an 
MP3 or AAC file, the iTunes default format, 
downloaded at 128 kbps (the most popular 
download speed), is about one-eleventh 
the size of a full resolution CD track, 1411 
kbps, so the quality is inevitably far inferior. 
Information is irretrievably lost and the full 
dynamic range is lacking. Using an iPod 
while jogging does not really raise a quality 
issue but playing low-resolution tracks 
through an iPod docking station that feeds 
into a decent hi-fi system, is a disaster 
area. It's rubbish quality made louder.
Fortunately, there is still significant demand 
from audiophiles committed to sound 
quality to sustain the production of high 
quality recordings, but it would be a 
tragedy if there weren't. For example, most 
classical recordings downloaded as an MP3 
or AAC file are a complete waste of time 
because there is so much information 
missing that they are reduced to just the 
essence of a tune.
Specialist Hi-Fi Retailers

Just as essential a link in the chain as the 
hi-fi connoisseur is the specialist hi-fi 
retailer and the two are rightly dependent 
on each other. Without the specialist 
retailer the hi-end hi-fi manufacturer would 
have to rely on the internet and hi-fi 
magazine reviewers to try and assess the 
relative merits and performance of their 
products against that of their competitors -

a notoriously unreliable decision making 
process. Specialist hi-fi retailers are 
constantly being offered new products for 
assessment and potential stocking and, as 
it is also their hobby as well as their 
livelihood, they are greatly interested in 
achieving the best performance and 
seeking out the most outstanding products 
and combinations. More than that though is 
their relationship with audiophiles for, if 
they are to stay in business, they must 
satisfy the most discerning customers in 
the industry. The reality is that audiophiles 
and specialist hi-fi retailers are essential to 
each other.

Future of Recorded Music

What are the future prospects of 
maintaining high quality music recordings? 
We must hope that audiophiles, or hi-fi 
connoisseurs, or perhaps most accurately 
described, music lovers, will continue to 
drive the demand for quality. But another 
important reason for hope within the mass
market is that there is no longer any over
riding reason for MP3 and AAC to have such 
a following. These formats were designed 
to overcome very slow download speeds 
and expensive memory capacity. These are 
not significant factors for most people now. 
Full resolution, CD quality, downloads are 
already available and should become the 
norm as long as the general public can be 
made aware of the tremendous quality 
benefit. This has happened with HD TV so 
we know this awareness can grow rapidly. 
In the meantime, we must highly value hi
fi connoisseurs and specialist hi-fi retailers, 
of which the ones listed on this page 
represent the UK's finest. Specialist dealers 
know how to choose the products that 
combine as a superb system and how to 
get the best out of it by expert installation 
in the home. If there's a price premium 
over an internet purchase, it's probably a 
small one, but it's unquestionably worth 
the difference.



Music

The specialist dealers below have been selected because 
they are known to do an excellent job in guiding customers 
towards hi-fi that will give years of musical enjoyment and 
total satisfaction.

OUR TOP 20 UK HI-FI DEALERS
SOUTH Rayleigh, Essex SOUTH WEST Leicester

Ashford, Kent RAYLEIGH HI-FI Bath CYMBIOSIS

SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI
44a High Street. 
t: 01268 779762

AUDIENCE
6 Hotel Street.
t: 0116 262 3754

40 High Street. www.rayleighhifi.com 14 Broad Street. www.cymbiosis.com
t: 01233 624441 Southend-on-Sea t: 01225 333310 Nottingham
www.soundcrafthifi.corn RAYLEIGH HI-FI SOUND & VISION www.audience.org.uk CASTLE SOUND & VISION

Chelmsford 132/4 London Road. Exeter 48/50 Maid Marian Way.

RAYLEIGH HI-FI SOUND & VISION
t: 01702 435255 GULLIFORD HI-FI t: 0115 9584404

216 Moulsham Street.
www.rayleighhifi.com

97 Sidwell Street. www.castlesoundvision.com

t: 01245 265245 LONDON t: 01392 491194 NORTH

www.rayleighhifi.com Ealing www.gullifordhifi.co.uk Cheadle
AUDIO VENUE THE AUDIO WORKS

Colchester 27 Bond Street. MIDLANDS 14 Stockport Road.
NEW TECHNOLOGY UNLIMITED t: 020 8567 8703 Banbury L 0161 428 7887
33 Sir Isaac's Walk. www.audiovenue.com OVERTURE www.theaudioworks.co.uk

t: 01206 577682 Nl 3 Church Lane. Chester
www.newtechnologyunlimited.com GRAHAMS HI-FI t: 01295 272158

ACOUSTICA

Kingston-upon-Thames 190a New North Road.
www.overture.co.uk

17 Hoole Road.

t: 020 7226 5500 t: 01244 344227
INFIDELITY www.grahams.co.uk Birmingham www.acoustica.co.uk
9 High Street, SW11 MUSIC MATTERS Hull
Hampton Wick. ORANGES & LEMONS 363 Hagley Road, Edgbaston. THE AUDIO

t: 020 8943 3530 61/63 Webbs Road. t: 0121 429 2811 2 George Street, Hedon

www.infidelity.co.uk t: 020 7924 2043 www.musicmatters.co.uk t: 01482 89137S

Maidenhead www.oandlhifi.co.uk

SW20
Coventry

www.theaudioroom.co.uk

York
AUDIO VENUE FRANK HARVEY

SOUND ORGANISATIONO'BRIEN HI-FI
36 Queen Street. 60 Durham Road. 163 Spon Street. 2 Gillygate.
t: 01628 633995 t: 020 8946 1528 t: 024 7652 5200 t: 01904 627108
www.audiovenue.com www.obrienhifi.com www.frankharvey.co.uk www.soundorg.co.uk

STAR QUALITIES
VALUE FOR MONEY.........................................* * * * *
SERVICE ................................................................* *** *
FACILITIES............................................................ * * * * *
VERDICT ................. * * * * *

TOP 
20 UK
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TEAC CD-3000 AND AI-3000
CD/SACD PLAYER (£1,499); INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER (£1,999)

Budget 
esoterica
TEAC’s new CD player and amplifier give 
aspiring audiophiles a taste of the high end 
at less exotic prices, says Jason Kennedy...

EAC often confuses me, Tas there’s often little rhyme or reason to its UK product portfolio. On the one hand it has a range of basic two-channel audio products, including some modest little mini-components, and on the other it promotes breathtakingly expensive designer hi-fi under the Esoteric brand - with apparently not that much in-between!Could you imagine, for example, Honda selling just 125cc scooters and its stunning NSX supercar? No, me neither... So, enter the new Distinction series, designed to bridge that gap and offering the hi-fi equivalent of a large executive automobile. It consists of two integrated amplifiers and two CD players, with the 3000 series reviewed here being the larger and more expensive.The CD-3000 is one of a dwindling number of silver disc spinners that play SACDs and, more significantly perhaps in the age of the music file, it also has a USB input alongside a digital connection of the traditional variety. Tire USB is no mere input either. Plug it in to a live Mac and iTunes opens itself, then you can use the remote control to navigate through the tracks in your library.It has the usual CD-type next/ previous, play/pause functions, and is nice to use. Under the lid the big TEAC sports a pair of Cirrus Logic DACs, one for each channel, which run up to the now compulsory 24-bit/192kHz resolution.On the front panel and the handset there is an upsampling button, which I kept on for the listening. The drawer action is nice, but there’s no sign of the company’s VRDS logo found in the Esoteric players; still, even cooking TEAC optical disc transports have a fine reputation.The chassis is very similar in style and execution to the Esoteric

players that start at significantly higher prices. It uses anodised aluminium on both top and sides, as well as a good thick slab on the front. Build really is exemplary and this message is reinforced by the high-quality RCA phono sockets on the back panel that sit between balanced XLR outputs.The remote handset operates both components, but you have to select each before being able to do so, as both have input select - this makes sense but takes a bit of getting used to. Likewise the volume and input controls are identical, and I accidentally changed input when hoping to change volume on more than one occasion. Like the separates, it has an aluminium face and the buttons are appealingly tactile - none of your rubbery plastic nonsense here!
There’s a clean and 
natural balance 
that’s attractively 
transparent and openThe matching AI-3000 is a brute of an integrated that weighs in at 32 kilos and is claimed to deliver up to 200W per side into 8 ohms. If appearance is any measure, then I don’t doubt it; its bulk is such that it makes even the largest and most rotund Kreil look like it’s been on a nice sensible balanced diet. Regard those cooling fins on the sides for heaven’s sake - one kilowatt public address amplifiers seem positively under cooled by comparison! So what gives? Is this just the Tokyo Electro Acoustic Company reminding us that it can make muscle amps at real world prices, or is there more to the AI-3000 than sheer bulk?Well, the majority of the weight comes from a semi-toroidal

DETAILS
PRODUCT:
TEAC CD-3000 
and AI-3000
Origin:
Japan/China
Type:
CD/SACD player and 
integrated amplifier
Weight:
CD-300010.3kg, 
AI-3000 31.3kg
DIMENSIONS:
CD-3000 (WxHxD) 
435x116x371mm, 
AI-3000 (WxHxD) 
435x230x520mm
FEATURES:
• (CD-3000) 
Analogue outputs: 
RCA phono, 
XLR balanced
• Digital inputs: 
coaxial, USB
• DAC: Cirrus Logic 
upsampling to 
24-bit/i92kHz
• (AI-3000)
Headphone output: 
6.3mm jack
• Analogue inputs: 
5X RCA phono, 
2XXLR
•Speaker outputs: 
2 pairs
• Rated output: 300 
watts/4 ohms
DISTRIBUTOR:
TEAC UK
TELEPHONE: 
08451302511
WEBSITE: 
teac.co.uk

XLR I

J

XLR 2
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Dd/ICIAIC TEAC CD-3000 AND Al-3000REVIEWS CD/SACD PLAYER (£1,499); INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER (£1,999)

IN SIGHT Al-3000Q&A...
JASON KENNEDY SPOKE WITH 
NEIL WELLS OF TEAC UK ABOUT 
ITS NEW DISTINCTION RANGE..

JK: The Al-3000 doesn’t sound like 
your average 300-wattamp; it’s 

mare like a Class A in character. Is 

this whatyou were aiming for?

NW: Through consultation with the 
Esoteric design team, the brief was to 
create an amplifier that had enough 
power to drive the most demanding 
speaker loads, but with the finesse of 
a Class A design.

JK: Whattypeofcircuitandoutput 
stage does ithave? What’s a 'semi- 

toroidal’ transformer?

NW: The circuit employed by the 
Al-3000 is push-pull: A semi-toroidal 
(or hum bucking, as it is sometimes 
called] transformer employs two 'C 
shape' magnets that face each other, 
ratherthan the single 'doughnut' 
magnet of standard toroidal 
transformers. This design reduces 
stray field emissions, which is 
essential within audio design.

JK: The heotsinks never seem to get 
very warm - is that because wefre 

notplaying loud enough? What’s the 

inspiration for their distindive look?

NW: With the design being push/pull, 
the amplifier does not generate as 
much heat as Class A designs. Forthis 
product range, a new design team (in 
consultation with Esoteric) wasgiven 
a free-reign to try new ideas. Through 
extensive R&D and with the ability 
to try new ideas, they found that this 
design of heatsink was the most 
efficientforthe design.

JK: Doeitheroftheseshare 
components with Esoteric models? 

NW: Although no parts are shared 
with Esoteric products, the Esoteric 
team reviewed the design with 
specific input into the sonic character.

HbFllS LIKE FINE 
cuisine, very much 
an issue of national 
taste. For example, 
American audio is 
often high in fat 
and served in huge 
portions, whereas 
Japanese high end 
is meticulously well 
presented - some 
say it's smooth 
almost to the point 
of sounding bland.

TheTEACsshow 
this; they have a 
soft, subtle sound 
that headbangers 
used to spicier 
sources might think 
bland. Indeed, in 
some ways high-end 
Japanese solid
state is becoming 
increasingly tube
like, voiced to give 
a sweet and open 
sound. It's the 
opposite, say, of 
some Brit brands 
such as Nairn, yet 
intriguingly both 
are strong at timing 
- proving that 
this elusive, but 
critical quality has 
little to do with 
tonal balance.

transformer of substantial 
proportions that sits behind the 
facia of the amp - something that 
is very apparent when you try to lift 
the flipping thing. Mind you, those 
heatsinks are pretty meaty and 
there's an awful lot of them, eight 
per flank, and they do a very good 
job of keeping the amp cool. In fact, 
they hardly get hot at all, which 
kind of begs the question whether 
this amp needs so much cooling 
capacity in the first place? Oh, and 
there's further heatsinking on the 
PCBs within.

For an integrated amplifier, the 
AI-3000 has an impressive array 
of socketry. There are four single
ended line inputs, a phono input, 
preamp output sockets and a 
bypass input, which rums it into a 
power amp for use in multichannel 
set-ups. There are also two balanced 
inputs, although this is not a 
balanced amplifier as such. It has 
two pairs of speaker outputs, which 
can be used separately via front 
panel switches.

It feels a lovely thing to use - this 
is the sort of thing the Japanese do 
so well, making their foreign rivals 
look a bit wanting. The largely 
aluminium casework is of a standard 
that you find on boutique brands at

O fullaluminium 
housing screens 
from extraneous 
noise pick-up

O massive'semi- 
torodial' power 
transformer

O huge cooling fins 
for optimal running 
temperature

O 2 pairs of balanced 
audio inputs

O 4outputdevicesper 
channeldebver3oow 
claimed per side into 
8ohms

considerably higher prices. And 
rivals are rarely able to execute a 
front panel as well as TEAC; the 
blue rings that light up the active 
input and speaker output are 
redolent of a dashboard on a 
premium car But one other light 
that would be useful is something 
on the volume control that lets you 
gauge the listening level when the 
room lighting is low.

Sound quality
Once I had managed to wrestle 
the IA-3000 out of its box and 
onto a Townshend Seismic Sink 
platform (it's too big to go in a 
rack), it was connected up to 
Bowers and Wilkins 802 Diamond 
loudspeakers and instructed to 
strut its sruff. This it does in a 
manner that is frankly at odds 
with its appearance; you'd expect 
copious power, grip and muscle, 
but what I got was more akin to a 
Class A sound that's open, relaxed 
and super-smooth.

Bass is surprisingly short on 
grip, considering the muscular 
power transformer, but still the 
TEAC works well with acoustic 
material and goes down low in 
a narural, easy and undemonstrative 
fashion. Ultimately then, the
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TEAC CD-3000 AND Al-3000 DEVIEVUC
CD/SACD PLAYER (£1,499); INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER (£1,999) REVIEWS

CONNECTIONS

O XLR socketry: 
compulsory fitment 
on Japanese high end

O RCA phono inputs 
for non-balanced 
sources

Q S/PDIFdigitalinputs, 
de rigeuron Japanese 
preamps thesedays

O 2 pairs ofchunky 
speaker binding 
posts for bi-wiring

O IEC mains input; 
bundled power lead is 
well worth upgrading

O chunky heatsinking 
barely gets hot, but 
looks the part!

whole presentation is on the soft side, which isn't such a bad thing with many crisp sounding modern loudspeakers I suppose, although headbangers should look elsewhere.One highlight was its remarkably good sense of timing. It comes as quite a shock to discover that it's possible to make an amp that times without leaning on the leading edges, but this TEAC does just that. The lack of any grain also means that you can play at high levels with not the slightest hint of glare. It's a combination of skills that encourages extended listening because you hear more of the music and less of the hardware.The CD-3000 has a similar inclination, but is a bit more assertive; its intrinsic character is relaxed but the bass has plenty of power and the timing is once again very encouraging. It does string tone well, which is uncommon for CD players even at this price, and presents lots of detail in a very clean and smooth fashion. It's a balance that works well with a more grippy amp such as the Leema Tucana II that I use as a reference; the combination of the relaxed TEAC sound and the powerful Leema amp results in an enthralling presentation. I really enjoyed the Rainer CD Live at the Performance Centre, where his acoustic guitar sounded vibrant and dynamic with lots of texture.The fun continued when I hooked the CD-3000 up to an iMac running Audirvana Plus software. With a streamed input the character remains slightly soft, yet distinctly radiant with 

great music, piano retaining much of its dynamic energy in the context of a refined, revealing soundstage.At one point I accidentally pushed the previous track button rather too many times and ended up having Kraftwerk's remixes of Yello pumped out at a punishing level, but because the DAC and output stage are so clean it proved an energising experience that distracted me for longer than it should.Combining the two components increases the relaxation factor, but also upgrades the timing of the music. Once you get used to the smoothness, it makes for a distinctly enjoyable experience. That's the joy of hi-fi; there's something for everyone.
ConclusionWhile the amplifier in this pairing is a little soft in the bass for some tastes, its skills in the timing department make up for this. Like good Japanese high end, it has a clean and natural balance that's attractively transparent and open, and this is also true of the CD player. The latter, however, will be easier to accommodate in many UK systems, and fights above its weight when it comes to detail resolution and finesse.Both units are very well put together for the asking price and will go a long way to re-establishing TEAC as a force to be reckoned with in the mid market. TEAC needed some serious new separates to bolster its UK range, and with these top Distinctions it now has them. •

Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT -CD-3000

LIKE: Relaxed, yet timely 
and revealing in a 
substantial case, with 
useful USB input

DISLIKE: Not as much focus 
as some and possibly too 
laid-back for some tastes

WE SAY: Svelte, sophisticated 
and clean sound, but yes sir, 
it can boogie!

SOUND QUALITY
****
VALUE FOR MONEY
*****
BUILD QUALITY
*****
FEATURES 

★ ★★★
OVERALL

I I l í i

****j
Hi-Fi Choice
OUR VERDICT - Al-3000
SOUND QUALITY

****
VALUE FOR MONEY
*****
BUILD QUALITY
*****
FEATURES 

****

LIKE: Lots of metal foryour 
money; open, relaxed sound 
with fine tuning
DISLIKE: Loose lower bass; 
immense weight will please 
osteopaths only

WE SAY: Vast integrated amplifier 
with superlative build and finish, 
allied to commendably soft, 
smooth and sweet sound

OVERALL

****
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AUDIOSMILE KENSAI 3EV/IEIA/C
LOUDSPEAKER £1,&O3 REVIEWS

Little 
wonder

Choice
RECOMMENDED

Channa Vithana enjoys the musical delights 
of AudioSmile's diminutive Kensai 
standmount loudspeaker...

ost loudspeakers remain a disappointment to me, as so many manage to strangle the life out ofmusic - there are only a precious few I've heard that truly satisfy in the music-making stakes. Fascinatingly, this isn't necessarily down to cost, as it's perfectly possible to spend £10,000 on a pair of speakers that have about as much emotion in them as a supermarket shopping list. However, think of it from the manufacturer's point of view. What a quandary to be in - how do you satisfy the many and varied needs of the customer, the demands of the marketplace, the whims of style and the complex dynamics arising from differing internal environments, room sizes, building materials and music tastes? All things considered, who'd be a speaker maker?With this in mind, you can immediately see what a brave move it was to launch a product such as the Kensai by AudioSmile. For the not inconsiderable sum of £1,999 (although at the time of writing the Kensai is available for a limited period at £1,503), you get a tiny box that caters very much for a niche audience, and is apparently rather poor value for money. However, it's the discipline of detail that tests whether a product like this passes muster, and the more you look, the more I found that this little loudspeaker impresses.Overall build quality is very good - the fine cabinetry, made in Kent, is very well damped and non-resonant, whereas the detail work is excellent. For example, the driver fixings are thoughtfully selected to match the tweeter and mid/bass unit surrounds. Then we have a very attractive solid copper phase plug (remember the Jamo Concert 8?) fitted to the mid/bass driver which AudioSmile says, 'quickly removes heat from the voice coil for crisp, uncompressed dynamics'.

Just beneath the drivers is a small horizontal slot, which is where the Kensai is ported. AudioSmile have utilised aperiodic loading, which the company claims offers superior bass control in this application. Designer Simon Ashton says that, whereas a normal reflex port will act like an open box below its resonance - meaning the woofer will jump around excessively with such signals - "the narrow, but wide slot port gives a lower Q resonance, so it doesn't thump at a specific frequency like a lot of small speakers".Drive unit complement is a 120mm magnesium coned bass/midrange driver and an isoplanar ribbon, offering an 'effective area equivalent to 2.5 times that of a conventional dome', according to AudioSmile. The Kensai is not bi-wireable, the company choosing to fit a single set of high- quality binding posts per speaker.Currently available finishes are Beech and Walnut, with black or white leather neatly and continuously wrapped over the front baffle and rear panel. AudioSmile claim 83dB efficiency, so the Kensai is insensitive and requires a powerful transistor amplifier to produce serious levels.

□ DETAILS
PRODUCT: 
AudioSmile Kensai
ORIGIN: UK
TYPE: Standmount 
loudspeaker
WEIGGHT: 
5kg
DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 
15ox25ox2oomm
FEATURES:
• Aperiodic loading
• lsoplanar ribbon 
tweeter
• Magnesium alloy 
coned mid/bass 
driver with solid 
copper phase plug
• 83dB sensitivity 
DISTRIBUTOR: 
Audiosmile
TELEPHONE: 
07952478193
WEBSITE: 
audiosmile.co.uk

Sound qualityAspirated by a good mid-price solid-state integrated amplifier (in the shape of Moon Audio's i-3) and a clean-sounding Densen B-420 CD player, the AudioSmile speaker works very well, snapping into the 'zone' after a relatively short running in period and quickly establishing itself as an excellent performer. Positioning is extremely straightforward, with 40 degrees toe-in for near-field monitoring and 20 degrees for general lounge or listening room use; thus deployed, this speaker sings.I was soon struck by the excellent rhythmic timing, tuneful bass and wonderful vocal and instrumental timbre. Indeed, the overall intelligibility across a variety of musical genres came as a great surprise for such a small box. I very quickly learned not to underestimate this design because of its size, and even the price concealed its true abilities - this is a superb mini monitor capable of working with fine and expensive equipment.
I was struck by the 
excellent timing, 
tuneful bass and 
wonderful timbre...For example, Depeche Mode's Speak & Spell album isn't as musically sophisticated as the band's later work, such as the critically acclaimed Violator, but there's an innate beauty to Vince Clarke's use of fluid, elegant synthesiser melodies and rhythms. The Kensai locks straight on to this aspect of the music, and everything flows superbly. Bass is wonderfully tuneful, midband clear and treble sweet. New Life sounds lovely with a
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DEVIEIA/C AUDIOSMILE KENSAIREVIEWS LOUDSPEAKER £1,603

[ INSIGHTHQ&A
CHANNA VITHANA SPOKE TO 
AUDIOSMILE'S SIMON ASHTON 
ABOUT THE KENSAL. .

CV: What type of high-frequency 
unit does the Kensoi use and why?

SA: The speaker employs an isoplanar 
ribbon unit. Although commonly 
classed as a ribbon, it is closer to 
the workings of an electrostatic. 
A Kaladex (high-tech plastic) 

diaphragm has what are essentially 
circuit board traces etched on it and 
these conduct the music signal. 
Strong magnets are then positioned 
across the front and back of the unit in 
a push-pull fashion.

Etching the conductive pattern onto 
the diaphragm, allows the magnetic 
field to be picked up from the most 
linear areas of magnetic field, unlike a 
traditional all-aluminium ribbon. The 
majority of standard ribbon tweeters 
actually havevery high distortion 
and small surface area, which 
produces the typical shiny sound 
and necessary high crossover point 
resulting in poor driver integration.

The Kensai ribbon is quite the 
opposite, having the lowest distortion 
of anytweeterofwhich I'm aware, and 
a large surface area, allowing a low 
crossover point and good integration 
with the mid-woofer. This is why the 
Kensai can play all genres of music.

The original prototype Kensai was 
made using a high-quality, soft-dome 
tweeter, which sounded very nice for 
gentle music, but became confused 
with metal and rock. The isoplanar 
ribbon on the other hand, cut right to 
the heart of everything I threw at it.

CV: What type ofmid/boss unit is 
used and why?
SA: The mid-woofer is a magnesium 
alloy unit, which was chosen for 
having the lowest distortion of all 
units I tested, while atthe same 
time having excellent headroom 
and bass extension for such a small 
item. I generally don't like metal cone 
woofers because they exhibit a break
up peak which adds a hard edge to the 
presentation. The Kensai woofer is 
small and stiff enough that this peak 
is twice as far out-of-band as a typical 
six-inchdriver, so the sound remains 
natural throughout the range.

THERE ARE very 
few miniature 
loudspeakers 
that are directly 
comparable to 
the Kensai, with 
Monitor Audio's 
£2,600 Pl.100 
being its closest 
soulmate in design 
and performance 
terms. It, too, sports 
a ribbon tweeter and 
a metalised cone in 
its mid/bass unit, 
and a (real) leather- 
covered front baffle.

The Pl.100 is 
a little bigger 
and heavier 
(J7ox225x285mm, 
13kg) than the 
Kensai, and sounds 
larger,fuller and 
fatter -albeit a 
tad slower and 
less rhyhmically 
engaging. Think 
of the Kensai as 
a stripped-down, 
superlight version of 
the Pl.100 and you're 
pretty much there.

HOW IT 
COMPARES

clear, pulsing musicality that I found tmly immersive, those bubbling synthesiser melodies lifting my spirits and putting a big smile on my face.During all this, I could not detect any harshness at my normal (highish) listening levels. While you'd never call this speaker 'warm' sounding, the Kensai remains even and integrated in a way that's totally at odds with most small loudspeakers. So often you can hear little speakers wheeze and then choke up as the music pushes hard, yet the Audiosmile remains couth until very high volume levels, when it simply begins to compress things slightly sitting on dynamics. Superb as it is, it isn't not immune from the laws of physics.Linn's recording of Handel's Acis 
and Galatea (2008), with the Dunedin Consort & Players, is expansive and delicate in equal measure. The vivid and open treble makes for a wonderful expression of space; violins, cellos, double bass, oboes, harpsichord and bassoon are well located, and this openness invited me further into the music, allowing a truly immersive listening experience. Timing is again spot on, everything gaining an effortless rhythmic flow - much like listening to real unamplified music played with instruments where transients are instantaneous. Again, timbre is excellent, giving a believable, tangible sense of instruments playing at a Jive event. This makes for a coherent sound canvas, which is extremely enjoyable to listen to over protracted periods.

Appetite for Destruction by Guns N' Roses proves no less enjoyable. Of

O front and rear 
baffles covered in 
leatherette

O isoplanar ribbon 
tweeter gives 
spectacular highs

O colour-matched 
driver mounting 
bolts a nice touch

O magnesium-alloy 
cone chosen for 
low distortion

O excellent quality 
woodwork, hand
crafted in Kent

O mono-wirebinding 
posts; Audiosmile 
don't like bi-wiring

course, the Kensai will never provide stadium levels of output, but still goes loud cleanly and without protest. The rhythms, melodies and pounding beats are a joy with excellent timing and intricately reproduced rhythm guitars by Slash and Izzy Stradlin. Despite the high levels, these remain clearly intelligible within the bombast of bass, drums and vocals. Again, they don't deliver earthshaking levels of bass, but what's there, is clean.
Conclusion
An unusual and interesting loudspeaker, the Audiosmile Kensai is not for everyone; users of larger rooms and/or lower powered amplifiers need not apply Yet in the confined listening rooms of Britain 2012, this loudspeaker works surprisingly well with a light, bright and tight balance. Give it a quality source and a smooth, punchy amplifier and feel yourself grin. •
Hifi Choice
OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

★ ★★★★
VALUE FOR MONEY

****"'
BUILD QUALITY

★ ★★★★
EASE OFDRIVE

OVERALL

LIKE: Wonderful speed, 
musicalityand timbre; 
spacious treble

DISLIKE: Bass limited; 
compresses athigh 
volumes; needs smooth, 
powerful amp

WE SAY: Thissmall 
wonder is an essential 
audition if spaceis tight

★ ★★★★
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Pre-
• possession 

Richard Black tests the preamp-equipped 
8200CDQ player/DAC from Audiolab, and finds 
himself falling in love all over again...

udiolab's 'basic' CD 
player, the 8200CD, 
already does a lot 
more than just play

CDs, equipped as it is with a set 
of digital inputs including electrical, 
optical and USB. It also has a lot 
of internal electronics, with more- 
than-generous provision of multiple 
regulated power supplies being 
a major feature. Nevertheless, 
Audiolab’s chief boffin, John 
Westlake, felt there was even more 
he could get into that unassuming 
chassis, and so the 'CDQ variant 
came to pass...

The difference implied by the Q is 
that this model also functions as a 
preamplifier. To the digital inputs 
it adds three line-level analogue 
inputs, and there is also, of course, 
a volume control. This makes sense, 
frankly, and indeed plenty of people 
who own a variable-output DAC 
are already living without a regular 
preamp at all. Three analogue 
inputs may not sound like much, 
but the five digital ones make this 
look a lot more like a very flexible 
device. With so many sources 
having a digital output, the ratio 
seems well-chosen.

□ DETAILS

PRODUCT:
Audiolab 8200CDQ

ORIGIN: UK/China

TYPE: CD player/ 
DAC/preamp

WEIGHT: 7kg 

DIMENSIONS: 
(WxHxD) 

445x8ox305mm

FEATURES:
• Balanced (XLR) and 
unbalanced (phono) 

analogue outputs

• Electrical and 
optical digital 

outputs

• 2 each electrical 
and optical digital 
inputs (max 
24-bit/i92kHz

• USB digital input 
(max. 24-bit/96kHz

• Can control media 
player on PC/Mac 
via USB

• Analogue and 
digital gain 
control

• Adjustable 
input sensitivity

DISTRIBUTOR:
IAG

TELEPHONE: 
01480 447700

WEBSITE: 
audiolab.co.uk

There's always some kind of a twist 
with a John Westlake-designed 
product, and the one here I think is 
rather neat. With digital sources, you 
have a choice of digital or analogue 
preamplifier mode. The point about 
this is that the unit includes the 
necessary gubbins to alter gain in 
both the digital domain (that’s built 
into the DAC chip anyway) and the 
analogue, the latter obviously 
necessary for processing analogue 
inputs, which aren't converted to 
digital within the unit. It probably 
wasn't very much work to implement 
this choice but it's an ingenious bit of 
lateral thinking and just one more 
thing to experiment with in the 
process of setting up the unit to 
your taste.

There’s plenty more room for 
experimentation. A lot of this is 
provided by the multiple digital 
filters provided. Practically all CD 
players and DACs since the very 
earliest days have used digital 
filtering, otherwise known as 
upsampling and oversampling 
(there are subtle distinctions to be 
made, but in practical terms these 
are all much the same thing), to 
avoid the high distortion that can
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AUDIOLAB 8200CDQ DEWIElAfCl
CD PLAYER £9&0 REVIEWS

result from unfiltered D-A conversion. The distortion is ultrasonic so you (probably) can't hear it directly but it can play merry hell with amplifiers and loudspeakers, causing audible distortion on the wayTraditional digital filters aim for a flat response up to 20kHz and next-to-zero response above 24kHz, and they usually have an impulse response which exhibits 

'ringing' before and after the main impulse event. Arguments have raged over whether that ringing has any audible effects and, rather than prejudging the issue, designers have responded by offering various filter options that have no pre-ringing, or practically no ringing at all, the latter invariably with a frequency response that departs from the traditional ideal. The 8200CDQ takes things to a whole new level of filter tweakery; with seven choices that cover all the basics and more besides.That's all accessed via the setup menu, which also includes options to set sensitivity for individual inputs, to set individual inputs to 'Home theatre mode' with fixed gain, and to switch off preamp functions entirely for use with an external preamp. There's also a rather arcane option to adjust 'DPLL Bandwidth', which is basically a way of dealing with dodgy digital inputs. Often found on professional kit, it's less common in domestic hi-fi but allows jitter performance to be optimised when digital sources are behaving well (which they can generally be assumed to be, on decent kit), while still giving the user some leeway to accommodate less punctilious equipment.In keeping with the high-end aspirations of this unit, Audiolab has equipped it with balanced (XLR) outputs alongside the usual unbalanced ones. It's ready for high-end digital sources thanks to its high sample-rate compatibility - 24-bit/l 92kHz via S/PDIF and 24-bit/96kHz via USB. Like quite a few recent DACs, it makes use of asynchronous mode on USB to remove at a stroke the main source of jitter in that handy but slightly tricky interface, and its bi-directional data capability means you can control suitable media players on your PC or Mac from the 8200CDQ's remote handset. It's not quite full streaming ability but it's halfway there.Construction is to a high standard, with more power supplies than you can shake a stick at, high-quality analogue parts, 

all-linear power supply and generous heatsinking. There's a Class-A headphone amplifier thrown in for good measure. I've just two, very minor gripes; the display is a little prosaic and the CD transport is a little wheezy on loading. Both do what they're paid to do, though, and at the price it would be mean to complain unduly.
Sound qualityThese gripes would be more serious if the Audiolab was presented as a luxury lifestyle product, but instead the company has nailed its colours firmly to the 'sound quality first and last' mast. So it's only fair to judge it on these grounds, in which case I'm really not inclined to moan. There's just so much to like about the 8200CDQ, and precious little that I could imagine disappointing even the fussiest listener.
There's an utterly 
delightful solidity, 
stability and plausibility 
to the sound it createsMost of all, using the unit in any mode, there's an utterly delightful solidity; stability and almost tactile plausibility to the sound it creates. This was something I found again and again, with recordings ranging from solo piano to glam rock to simple ballads. Using highly capable power amps and speakers - including examples of both costing several times as much as the CDQ - I never felt that the Audiolab was a significant limiting factor in the sound reproduction chain: indeed, it helped me identify minor character traits in power amps quite easily; which must say something for its high degree of honesty considering its modest retail price.

f CONNECTIONS ]

O RCAphono 
analogue inputs

O coaxialelectrical 
digitalinputs

O TOSLINKoptical 
digital inputs

O asynchronous USB 
link to PC or Mac

O RCAphono 
analogue outputs

O XLR balanced 
outputs; no XLR 
inputs fitted
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INSIGHTQ&A
DAVID PRICE TALKS TO AUDIOLAB 
DESIGNER JOHN WESTLAKE

DP: WhattypeofDACis used?
/W: The reference Sabre32 reference 
32Bit DAC-ESS' top and most 
expensive DAC. Apart from the unique 
32-bit Hyperstream DAC architecture 
and Time Domain Jitter Eliminator, 
from our perspective its advantage 
is its direct voltage output from the 
DAC array-no poor quality internal 
op-amps. In my early twenties 
I designed one of my very first 
commercial DACs-the Pink Triangle 
Da Capo. This was a discrete DAC with 
2 DAC elements perchannel-4 DAC 
elements for a Stereo DAC. The ESS 
DAC takes this further with 1024 DAC 
elements for a Stereo DAC-that's 512 
DAC elements per channel! Both the 
Dacapo and ESS's DAC's produce a 
true voltage output node.

This direct voltage output allows us 
to passively filter RF products from 
the digital to analogue conversion 
process before they can cause 
potential RFrelated intermodulation 
distortion products in the very 
sensitive front-end circuits of the 
analogue output stages. Simple 
passive filtering can only attenuate 
these RF products to a reduced 
level-we then use JFETs in the front
end ofour Class A analogue stages 
which offer significant immunity to 
RF-demodulation. RF leakage from 
the digital conversion process is 
one of the main reasons we believe 
conventional digital designs tend to 
sound bright.

DP:/s the digitalfilteryourown? 
/W:Yes-the 'Optimal Spectrum' and 
(our favourite) 'Optimal Transient' 
type filters are direct descendants 
from our earlier R&D on FPGA based 
filter and modulator structures.

DP: What's the BsooCDQ's best bit?
/W:With over 30 power supply 
rails (close to 250,ooouF of supply 
decoupling), discrete ultra low short 
term phase noise clock oscillator, 
discrete fully balanced Class A output 
stages, fully balanced analogue 
preamplifier signal path, and with all 
active gain stages operating in Class 
A-we're proud of it all!

THE OPTION of 
adjusting gain in the 
analogue or digital 
domain is, as far as I 
know, unique to this 
product In either 
case, the adjustment 
is made in 1d8 steps 
and it's clear that 
the analogue control 
is not a traditional 
mechanical 
potentiometer.

In fact, Audiolab 
has employed a 
special-purpose 
integrated circuit, 
which adjusts 
gain precisely in 
response to digital 
control signals, 
though the audio 
itself is never 
digitised. The IC 
passes the audio 
through an internal 
amplifier circuit, 
of which the gain 
is adjusted by 
switching internal 
resistances.

In a sense this 
isn't particularly 
purist, and yet the 
performance of 
the chip is actually 
stunning. Digital 
gain adjustment 
should be even more 
pure in principle, 
though some 
commentators 
reckon that the less 
fiddling done to the 
data, the better.

HOW IT 
COMPARES

I had particular fun with a few 
oratorio tracks; like grand opera, 
oratorio involves voices (solo and 
choral) alongside an orchestra, the 
whole lineup frequently comprising 
over one hundred performers. 
Keeping so many subtly individual 
sound sources in check without 
muzzling or homogenising them is 
clearly quite a feat, and the CDQ 
managed it consistently off CD, via 
digital inputs and analogue, too.

Every voice and instrument 
was clearly defined and 
precisely located within the 
overall sound picture, while at 
the same time I was made very 
much aware of the scale of the event 
and its wide dynamic variation.

At the other extreme, a recording 
I had only made a few days 
previously, of a very talented 
young jazz pianist, showed just 
why I had so enjoyed the recording 
sessions, with superbly lifelike 
attack, tone and dynamics bringing 
the instrument vividly to life.

I also happened to have multiple 
copies of a couple of rock CDs, 
so had some fun comparing the 
CDQ's internal transport with 
S/PDIF digital inputs and analogue 
inputs (fed from a dCS DAC). 
For sure, the similarities outweighed 
the differences, with some seriously 
moreish bass extension and, once 
again, outstanding imaging and 
solidity I did hear slight variations 
between the inputs though, the 
S/PDIF seeming a touch Jess fluid, 
while the analogue input was 
perhaps just a shade wa1mer. 
Obviously, the CD transport and 
S/PDIF inputs are affected by the 
digital filter chosen, but with 'optimal

O quality pressed steel 
chassis forms stable 
shell for electronics

O extensive power 
supply regulation an 
Audiolab hallmark

O decentquality optical 
disc mechanism uses 
custom servo code

O generously sized (for 
a CD player) toroidal 
power transformer

O brace bar cuts 
sound degrading 
case resonance

O comprehensive 
preamp section offers 
wide range of inputs

spectrum' engaged and a similar 
filter on the dCS I wasn't entirely 
sure I could have picked out the 
changes every time in a blind
listening test. It's that close.

Filter changes can have quite 
a marked effect, though it does 
depend on the music. I couldn't 
pretend to care too much for the 
'optimal transient' flavours, but your 
mileage may vary: they are certainly 
direct and forthright. It's just that the 
sound seems more detailed, in the 
long term more involving, via 
'optimal spectrum'.

As for analogue and digital modes 
for the preamp, I agree with 
Audiolab's comment that the former 
can seem a little warmer - but there's 
really very, very little in it. What's for 
sure is that this is one very capable 
piece of equipment and, for its 
capabilities, excellent value. •

Hi-Fi Choice

OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY

*****
VALUE FOR MONEY 

★ ★★★★
BUILD QUALITY

****"'
FEATURES

OVERALL

LIKE: Beautifully involving 
sound; bass and treble 
exlension beyond reproach

DISUKE: Analogue inputs 
not alwaysquite as pure 
and clear as digital

WE SAY: A highly attractive 
piece ofequipment that 
does a lot and does itvery, 
verywell

*****
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For the money this is a highly transparent amplifier.
- Hi-Fi News, June 2011 (Integrated Amplifier) ..

M2 Series byRoksanAudio

-- --

tOKSAN

® 0

^hi-fi news
HIGHLY

COMMENDEI

K2 Series by Roksan Audio

"In short, the K2 system delivers musical delicacy and drama 
in flawlessly balanced proportion... That it looks so polished 
and presentable is an added bonus."

- Hi-Fi Choice, January 2009

ROKSAN
The M2 Stereo Power Amplifier is available in most Roksan M2 Stockists now!

Roksan Audio is distributed in the UK by Henley Designs Ltd.
Web: www.henleydesigns.co.uk - Tel: 01235 511 166 - Email: sales@henleydesigns.co.uk

http://www.henleydesigns.co.uk
mailto:sales@henleydesigns.co.uk


RICHMOND ANNIVERSARY DEWIEIA/C
LOUDSPEAKER £680 REVIEWS

CASTLE

Stand and 
deliver
Castle's special Anniversary version of the 
Richmond promises more than previous 
incarnations, says Ed Selley

CDETAILS

PRODUCT:
Castle Richmond 
Anniversary
ORIGIN:
UK/China
TYPE:
Two-way 
standmount 
loudspeaker
WEIGHT:
5kg teach
DIMENSIONS:
(WxHxD) 165mm 
x28omm x 235mm
FEATURES:• i3omm carbon 
weavemid-

c astle has been making the Richmond speaker for almost as long as it has existed as a brand.Indeed, the design has survived the takeover of the company by Jnrernational Audio Group, and weathered the arrival of the newer and highly regarded Knight 2 (HFC 338). Now Castle has launched an Anniversary version of the Richmond seen hereIt's still recognisably a Richmond - the layout is a rear-ported two-way, with the main driver inverted over the tweeter. The cabinet is the same overall height at 280mm, but depth has increased to 235mm and the leading edge is now a gentle curve rather than the 90 degree edge of the older models.The key differences are internal. 'Considerable effort has been spent on reducing internal vibration and interference', says Castle. Additional internal bracing has been added and Bitumen damping pads have been fitted for further deadening.The drivers are updated versions of the units seen in the preceding Richmond 3. The mid/bass unit is now a 130mm carbon-weave paired with a 19mm polyamide micro-fibre tweeter. According to Castle, these are paired via a crossover that has been tweaked to obtain better performance from the two drivers. Sensitivity is claimed to have been improved to 88dB/W, from the mediocre 86dB/W of the older models. This is a decent figure, but don’t think your little singleended tube amp will drive it - small Castles always need tickling with a reasonably powerful solid-state amplifier for best results.

As is the Castle tradition, fit and finish are very good at the price. At five kilos each, the speaker feels solid and well assembled, and the design still looks timeless. The lacewood veneer has a pleasing colour and a distinctive pattern, which leaves the Richmond Anniversary looking different from more conventional Castle speakers, but attractive nonetheless.Given the traditional appearance, the decision to use conventional grille lugs rather than magnetic trim tabs seems logical enough, and the grilles themselves are attractive. Unlike previous Richmonds, the grille covers the entire front panel rather than 'missing' a corner to keep the badge visible, as per the older models. The Castle branding on the tweeter surround is a neat touch and arguably nicer than the large gold Castle badge on the speaker's front baffle.
Sound qualityPrevious versions of the Richmond won many friends, thanks to an even and unfatiguing sound, and the Anniversary doesn't seek to changeunit.

bass driver
• 19mm Polyamide 
micro-fibre tweeter
• Bi-wirable
• Lacewood 
veneer cabinet
DISTRIBUTOR:
Castle UK
TELEPHONE:
01480 447700
WEBSITE:
castle.uk.com

this formula, but rather focuses on improving other aspects of the performance. So the smoothness remains, but the influence of the enclosure has been reduced further for a more open performance.Tonality remains extremely good, and the speaker conveys voices and instruments with realism and precision. Placed roughly two metres apart and with a very slight toe in, the Richmond Anniversary also produces a very cohesive soundstage, with excellent placement of musicians and an impressive sense of the recording environment.Less impressive is the bass - the Richmond is rear ported and placement too close to a back wall does make it more audible. Moving the speaker further out reduces this, but effectively diminishes bass extension. Bass is fast and relatively detailed, but there is little real impact to low notes. Of course, no speaker of such small dimensions is going to rattle your doors or windows, but there are other designs, including Castle's own Knight 2, that have a greater low-end wallop.I found this lack of bass heft did mean that the best results with the Castle were relatively near-field in smaller rooms. In this context, its very open and even-handed performance and forgiving nature with poorer recordings make the Richmond a pleasure.The latest re-visions are a useful upgrade to an already very talented speaker and the excellent build and handsome appearance should also win it new friends. Its lack of low-end extension limits its use in larger rooms, and for those that need bass to be felt as well as heard, it won’t suit. For everybody else, this is a talented and well thought-out speaker that warrants audition. •
Hi-fi Choice

OUR VERDICT
LKE: Smooth, detailed andrefnedsound.Excellent build
DISLIKE: Limited bass extensionandno port bungs
WE SAY: A welcome update toa classic design that retains the key traits, while i mproving performance

SOUND QUALITY
****
VALUE FOR MONEY
****7
BUILD QUALITY

*****
EASE OF DRIVE

****"
OVERALL

****j
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Audiovector speakers are available through a knowledgeable

Acoustica (Chester, Cheshire) 01244 344227
Analogue Seduction (Peterborough) 01733 350878
Audio Emotion (Banbeath, Fife) 01333 425999 

Audiovector is distributed in the UK by Henley Designs Ltd.

dealer network with superlative demonstration facilities:

PJ HfrFi (Guildford, Surrey) 01483 504801
Sevenoaks Sound & Vision (Holborn, London) 0207 8377540
Tavistock Audio (Tavistock, Devon) 01822 618940

henleydesigns.co.uk • 01235 511 166 • sales@henleydesigns.co.uk

http://WWW.AUDIOVECTOR.COM
henleydesigns.co.uk
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GRADO PS500 DEWIEIA/C
HEADPHONE £700 REVIEWS

Heading 
west
Straight from Brooklyn, New York, comes the 
brand new Grado PS500 headphone.
Richard Black lives the American dream...

□ DETAILS

PRODUCT:
Grado PS500

ORIGIN:
USA

TYPE:
Dynamic headphone

WEIGHT:
24og

FEATURES:
• Supra-aural

• Open-back

• 32-ohm impedance

• Vented diaphragm

• Fixed cable, 175cm

□ y most standards, £700 is a lot of money to spend on a pair of headphones, yet the PSSOO isn't actually Grado's top model - the PSlOOO will make a £1,600-shaped hole in your wallet, whereas the GSlOOO is a mere bagatelle at just £1,000. And it's not like Grado has a monopoly on the high-end headphone market, as there are numerous rivals from the likes of Sennheiser, Stax and so on...Still, compared to the world's finest loudspeakers, some of which cost in excess of £50,000, this is still small change. Given that the very best headphones can, in some respects at least, equal the sonics of cost-no- object speakers, £700 spent on this Grado begins to look 
1 ike better value.Where then does all that money go' Well, just like phono cartridges, high-end headphones invariably wear the cost underneath the clothes. Your cash goes into superior materials and more sophisticated design, along with painstaking precision assembly and all the concomitant costs. And so it is with the PSSOO, which superficially resembles far more affordable Grados, but certainly doesn't sound the same to my ears.Like the GSlOOO, this model uses mahogany for the earpiece housings, clad with aluminium to make a highly non-resonant composite. Inside, rare-earth magnets combine with gold wire and vented diaphragms.Cabling is Grado's own, using multiple conductors - and incidentally I have consistently found Grado's headphone cables to transmit the lowest levels of mechanical noise from friction on clothing, and so on.

Few things detract from the pleasure of a fine headphone like a loud, low-frequency racket from such sources. My only gripe regarding build quality though, is the rather hard headband.Like most Grado headphones, this one sits on the ears rather than resting on the head around them. This isn't everyone's idea of comfort, but while some listeners never get used to it, we have found that most actually do. It's also surprisingly easy to position the headphone correctly, indeed it's pretty hard to get this wrong, meaning the sound is consistent and well balanced every time you wear it.

• 6.3mm jack plug 

TELEPHONE: 
ArmourHome Ltd 

TELEPHONE: 
01279 501111 

WEBSITE: 
gradolabs.com

Sound qualitySuperb, in a word. The PSSOO has excellent clarity across the midband and a simply glorious bass, while treble is very sweet.Good headphones can open 

up whole new vistas of sound and the Grado does just this. You can hear that much deeper into the mix and easily spot musical details that go unnoticed with other transducers. It makes for a wonderful listening experience.I was struck by the fine treble quality. There's no question of any curtailment or lack of reach, yet it is completely devoid of harshness and the kind of sibilant excess that is the curse of so many budget designs. As a result, one might momentarily think it lacking, but its true quality soon comes to the fore. Meanwhile, the midband is almost entirely uncoloured. I felt that voices occasionally betray a hint of lower-midrange boost, but that's not necessarily an unpleasant thing.Bass performance is generous, albeit perhaps not always entirely honest. Depending to some extent on the amplifier you use it seems to have a very slight lift which, in practice, fills out the music without colouring it excessively. It will add some showroom appeal.Overall, the Grado PSSOO comes pretty close to the pricier GSlOOO; maybe it doesn't have the latter's crystalline clarity, but it is impressively close. It also has most of the 'lOOO's extension at the frequency extremes - that bass is majestic.The fact that the PSSOO seems relatively unfussed about amplifiers (it likes a decent one, but doesn't demand the absolute best) only adds to the considerable appeal of this very impressive product. •
Hi-Fi Choice

OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY
*****
VALUE FOR MONEY 

★ ★★★★
BUILD QUALITY
****
PRACTICALITY
****

LIKE: Beautifully detailed sound that's rich in frequency extremes DISLIKE: Supra-aural construction may not be comfortable on all headsWESAY:Aclassy transducerthat's well balanced in every sense
OVERALL

*****
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“A boy’s dream has become true. I am most happy with all the sonic results...” 
A.J. van den Hui

For more on the quest for 3T, visit henleydesigns.co.uk or vandenhul.com.

The entire range of 3T cables is now available through these specialist retailers:
Acton Gate Audio (Wrexham) - 01978 364500
Analogue Seduction (Peterborough) - 01733 350878
Audio Affair (Birmingham) - 0845 869 3237
AV Distribution (Bacup, Lancs) - 01706 878444
Eric Wiley (Castleford) - 01977 556774
Hi-Fi Cables (Worthing) - 01903 210212
Hi-Fi Gear Ltd. (Gloucester) - 01452 306412
Sound Cinergy (Aldridge) - 01922 457926

Adams & Jarrett (St. Leonard On Sea) - 01424 437165
Audible Fidelity (Daventry) - 01327 301006
Audio Venue (Ealing) - 020 8567 8703
Divine Audio (Desborough, Northants) - 01536 765531
Future Shop Ltd. (Borehamwood) - 0208 9051555
Hi-Fi Sound (Stockton-on-Tees) - 0845 6019390
High-End Cable (Spalding) - 01775 761880
Unilet S&V (New Malden) - 0208 942 9567

XL®1van den Hui is distributed in the UK by Henley Designs Ltd.
Web: www.henleydesigns.co.uk - Tel: 01235 511 166 - Email: sales@henleydesigns.co.uk

henleydesigns.co.uk
vandenhul.com
http://www.henleydesigns.co.uk
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GURU QM10TWO DCVIEIA/C
LOUDSPEAKER £1,79& REVIEWS

Second 
• coming

Guru's original QM10 was a true music maker, 
but never the greatest all-rounder. With this in 
mind,/oson Kennedy greets the new QM1otwo

s we discovered in Hi-Fi 
Choice 317, the original Guru QMlO was a little charmer; even sat next tofar more expensive boxes it could carry a tune like few others. Still, it wasn't the world's most transparent rwo-way and when fed with serious amounts of power had a habit of going out to lunch. In short, what it needed was a beefed up drivetrain, the means by which it could move air more forcefully.Well, the new QMlOrwo arrives with precisely this. There's a new 20.Smm tweeter (up from 16mm) said to give greater power handling and more bandwidth to boot. This means that rice pudding skins are no longer safe; the quoted power handling has gone up from 60 to lSOW Interestingly the lower limit has also been reduced from 20 to SW although it's only claimed to be a decibel more sensitive. The main mid/bass driver is still a lOOmm unit, but now has what Guru calls a mineral fibre cone, rather than the coated paper found on the MkI.It still inhabits an unconventional cabinet that's wider than it is tall, but it now looks rather better thanks to its anodised aluminium

Choice ■ « 
- •••......•••■

RECOMMENDED

metalwork and lush piano lacquer finish, set over a largely MDF box. It makes for a relatively rigid and unresonant structure. Interestingly; rather than recommending Blu-tack or spikes, the QM10rwo has soft- foam feet. Guru says these avoid resonances created by the tensions that spikes induce in a cabinet.As befitting a country famed for its furniture, the Swedish-built Guru is well made; more so than the first QMlO, which wasn't quite as impressive in this regard as it might have been - its fit and finish are now much more in line with its price than its predecessor. Like a Stihl chainsaw, you're paying a premium for the Scandinavian design, build and style. I love the lacquered finish on both the black and white versions of the QM10two and the metalwork is superbly executed around the drivers, cable terminals and on top.There's just the one pair of terminals and they only accept 4mm banana plugs, which keeps the back panel clean so that the speaker can be placed close-to-thewall as recommended. Guru recommends placement across a damped wall with the loudspeakers toed in, so that you can just see the outer panels.

CDETAILS
PRODUCT:
Guru QM1Otwo
ORIGIN:
Sweden
TYPE:
Standmount 
loudspeaker
WEIGHT:
6kg
DIMENSIONS:
(HxWxD)
232X3OOX252mm
FEATURES:
• Treble driver: 
20.5mm soft dome 
tweeter
• Bass driver: 
102mm mineral fibre 
cone
•Sensitivity: 87dB
• Impedance: 5 
ohms
DISTRIBUTOR:
Tom Tom Audio
TELEPHONE:
01727 810047
WEBSITE:
guruproaudio.com

Sound qualityThe QMlO remains a musical rather than an analytical or visceral speaker. While power handling has increased to the point where it can be used in most rooms, it's still not designed to impress with gut-churning bass or skyscraping treble. Rather, it's exceptionally good at getting out of the way and letting the music do its stuff.The balance is not as obviously transparent as many at the price, but there's a degree of coherence to the sound that makes it so easy to enjoy the recording; you can put hi-fi considerations to one side and relax. Nonetheless it's surprisingly revealing, exposing the changes that higher resolution material brings with ease. It's not bright and shiny; but refreshingly crisp and uncannily devoid of any sense of the mechanical. Near-wall placement often undermines imaging, but the QMlOtwo throws up a well-scaled soundstage that completely obscures the loudspeakers themselves if you just close your eyes and listen.That it manages to deliver decent bass extension as well from such a compact enclosure is very impressive, the proximity of the wall helps, and the fact that it's designed to be there means you don't lose out on acoustic space.The key point about this latest iteration of the Guru QMlO is that it has managed to broaden its usability without losing its musical charm; this remains one of the most enjoyable and engaging little loudspeakers on the market. IIt has a direct line to the melody; as well as the overall emotion of the musical event. It opens a window on the soul of the creator - which is something that only the best equipment can deliver. •
Choice

OUR VERDICT
SOUND QUALITY
*****
VALUE FOR MONEY
****
BUILD QUALITY
*****
FEATURES
****

LIKE: Sings like a songbird at sunrise, looks all sleek and ScandinavianDlSUKE:Stillwon'tblow yourwindowsout,butat least it can now move air'WE SAY: Unerringly musical box with a keen sense of rhythm. Now better built and svelte^ooking, too
OVERALL

*****
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High End Cable
www.highendcable.co.uk

Call Dave Jackson on 01775 761880

T.qp prangs
Acoustic ART

Analysis Plus 
Argento Audio 
Artisan Silver Cables

Chord Company 
Clarity Cable 
Dynamique Audio 
Ecosse
Furutech 
Leif Series 
Michael Green Audio

Every now and then manufacturers release Limited Edition models from their ranges. 
These editions usually represent some of the finest products they make and come collectors 

items. These are a few we sell.

aud iencc

Revelation Audio Labs
Purist Audio Design

Synergistic Research

SRM-600 Ltd. energiser
We had thought that these were no longer 
available, but STAX have released the last few 
to the UK after some were not taken up by 
other markets around the World. Stax have re
allocated them for the UK market and are fully 
factory issue and full warranty. The original UK 
allocation was sold in 2010 within a very short 
timeframe and we could have sold more, so we 
are particularly pleased to procure what we 
think is their best sounding, and value for 
money energiser.

aR8-TSS2 TEFLON Power Conditioner
Audience are one of the World's Acclaimed designers and manufac
turers of Power Conditioners. They will for a limited period produce 
a 240v SOhz version of their award winning 
aR8 adeptResponse Power Conditioner using Teflon components.

Previously only available in 120v format the introduction is for 
those who have thought it might never be made due to the cost 
consideration. Now is that chance to own one. Trade in allowed.

Telos 
Townshend Audio 
van den Hui 
Vovox

Power Conditioning

QBase

StereoLab Tombo 75ohm SP/DIFF Digital
High End Cable have always appreciated the work Chris has put in on his cable design in particu
lar his work with digital cable. Now this work has reached a pinnacle with the TR0N digital. These 
unique cables will be made in very few numbers by Chris himself. High End Cable are committed 
to stocking this cable but delivery can vary due to very limited production levels and each cable 
will be burned for 240 hours by us prior to shipping.

The TR0N digital cable is a very special product, and the first in the TOMBO compartment of 
Stereolab's stable of connection products. Designed by Chris Sommovigo and hand built to exact
ing specifications, TR0N is a truly limited production product

Power supply upgrade Best of the Tweaks
Telos

Enhancement CDs

Treatment
Room treatment

Room Tuning Resonators
DecoTune
RoomTune RoomPak
RoomTune Squares
MiG's
Sort Kones
Pulsar points
Quasar points

Sort KonesQuantum Qv2 AC 
Line harmoniser Auric !lluminator 

CD/DVD 
enhancer

Acoustic Hi-fi
Resonators tuning

Fuses

Equipment

Bel Canto
STAX headphor
Townshend Audio

N@RDOST

ACC ESSORIES

DIN cables
Jumpers
Firewire

Cables for dCS systems
Chord cables for Nairn

Sub woofer cables 
HDMI 
Digital cables 
Optical cables 
S video 
Component cables 
Chord ipod cables

LEIF

4 new high quality, 
well engineered 
ranges to suit all 
budgets. Familiar 

names but totally new 
designs which will 

enhance every system

Raidho Cl.O speakers

Only the best 
Hi-fi systems 
deserve the 

best speakers

Product of the year
2008

Red Dawn LS - Blue Heaven LS - Purple Flare LS - White Lightning

http://www.highendcable.co.uk


MUSICAL FIDELITY'S XlO-D DCTDATUBE BUFFER £5OUSED RETRO

Xfactor
For those wanting improved sound without breaking the 
bank, Musical Fidelity's mid-nineteen nineties tube buffer 
X10-D was a godsend, says}/mmyHughes...

ou're feeling sad because your hi-fi system suddenly isn't sounding so good these days. Cash is tight, so you're unable to splash out on a new amplifier, or bigger better loudspeakers. If only there was a simple, inexpensive component out there to revitalise your system's sound ...What you want is something that gives a real, tangible and immediate improvement, is dead easy to install, and not too pricey Actually make that downright cheap. A magic box, costing peanuts, no less. Could such a device ever really exist?Well, yes. Launched in the mid- nineteen nineties, at the height of Britpop, Musical Fidelity's XlO-D may not have had the popular appeal of Blur or Oasis, but it certainly did amazing things when you played them through it! Here was a pure Class A line stage containing a couple of tubes, intended to fit simply between your CD player and preamp.By jingo, It worked! Sonically, adding an XlO-D seemed to create a sense of space and depth, cleaning up the top-end, while improving focus and detail. It also produced about ldB of gain, or thereabouts. There were no controls - not even an on/off switch - indeed it was recommended that you left the XlO-D switched on all the time. In those carefree, pre-'carbon footprint' times, electricity was almost as cheap as air and so that's what we all did. Although the two tubes were enclosed in a fairly small unventilated case, very little heat was produced, because those glass bottles were extremely modest affairs, not quite 84Ss!Of course, those favouring the 'less is more' approach to system building would doubtless frown on a device like the XlO-D. After all, it represents an extra link in the chain - one, moreover, that strictly speaking shouldn't be necessary.

But, for those willing and able to put aside purist prejudices, the XlO-D could and did inject a certain 'magic' into the sound. It seemed to make the music cleaner and better focused, with improved clarity and superior definition.Rosy, glowing, tube warmth? No, not exactly The XlO-D operated in pure Class A and technically- speaking measured very well, having a wide bandwidth (lOHz to beyond lOOkHz), a flat frequency response, and very low claimed distortion of 
0.01 per cent or thereabouts.While it subtly 'humanised' the sound, it did not add false warmth or richness. Somehow, it seemed to bring bass and treble extremes into equilibrium, creating a cleaner, more homogenous and better-balanced end result.After adding an XlO-D, the treble would still be incisive and detailed, but also smoother and better integrated. High frequencies sounded crisp and clear, but the ear was not assaulted by a welter of fast leading edges that created any sort of sonic imbalance.So, if your hi-fi was prone to sounding 'toppy', resulting in a harsh fatiguing sound, adding an XlO-D was most definitely a step in the right direction. While it couldn't work miracles, it often produced a worthwhile improvement.The XlO-D gave best results with transistorised electronics. It could be used with tubes, but solid state gear benefited more. Most users put it between their CD player and preamp, but it was also worth trying between preamp and power amp.And the secret behind the XlO-D's remarkable performance? Well, for starters it improved the impedance match between components. Its high input impedance meant an easier load for your CD player's output stage, after a!LThe XlO-D's low output impedance made it better able to 'drive' passively-coupled preamps. When

The Xso-D was a 
familiar sight to 
nineties audiophiles, 
and remains great 
value today

The X10-D delivered clearly audible benefits that were immediately apparent...
the signal goes straight to the volume control of an amplifier, such an arrangement can present a near short-circuit at low volume settings in some cases.Tubes tend to deal better with RPI nasties and will thus clean-up any contamination. They're also Jess affected by any high-frequency 'hash' emanating from the analogue output stage of many CD players.Whatever the explanation, all that most of us are concerned about is the end result. The XlO-D was a hit because it delivered clearly audible benefits that were immediately apparent. Back then it was an inexpensive, fuss-free way to improve your hi-fi system - these days it's well worth a second-hand punt at around £50 on an auction website near you,
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THE INSIDERAUDIOPHILE MUSEUM

What do you do if you're 
obsessed with high-end 

hi-fi, and have so much 
money that you can buy 

whatever you like? Simple, 
you buy whatever you like 

and put it in a museum!
Jimmy Hughes decamps 
to the People's Republic 

of China to see one of 
the great wonders of the 

audiophile world...

The 
Chinese

ack in the nineteen seventies, 
□ I people used to talk about a

I mythical, incurable hi-fi disease 
«■■■■V called 'upgradeitis'. Easily 
diagnosed, it was the result of getting bitten by 
something called 'the hi-fi bug'. Once afflicted, 
you became infected with an unerring, 
seemingly insatiable, desire to keep improving 
your hi-fi system, often at vast expense.

The seventies was an acute phase for it, 
with millions of otherwise healthy men falling 
victim. For them, hi-fi became an addiction 
that took over their lives. Sadly (for hi-fi dealers 
and equipment manufacturers) the hi-fi bug 
seems to have lost much of its addictive effect 
in recent years, with customers using the 
antibiotics of mobile phones, video games and 
other gadgets to develop an immunity. Indeed, 
some now believe the disease has been 
eradicated completely.

Well, here is conclusive proof that it still 
survives, in a far flung part of the globe. The 
sufferer is one Mr Li, resident of Guangzhou city 
in southern China. It all started when he went 
to visit some of his local specialist hi-fi shops, ►
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AUDIOPHILE MUSEUM

whereupon he struck up a rapport with one of 
the dealers. He duly ended up buying a good 
mid-level system.

There it might have ended, but within a week 
he was back looking to upgrade. No longer 
satisfied, he decided he wanted something 
better. Vastly better. It was to be the start of an 
incredible journey into the world of audio. Mr Li 
was hooked on high-end hi-fi and the rest - as 
they say-is history.

You got it bad, son!
Mr Li decided to sublimate his desire for hi-fi 
by opening a museum dedicated to high end. 
Being a wealthy and successful businessman, 
he had the funds to buy pretty much any kit 
he wanted. And just as importantly, as all 
collectors so deeply understand, he also had 
the space to house it.

His hi-fi museum is situated on the fifth floor 
of a hotel-type building in the town of Yang 
Jiang, Guangdong province. As you come out 
of the lift, you're greeted by a large glass case 
containing virtually every LS3-5a loudspeaker 
ever made -from Rogers, Spendor, 
Audiomaster, Goodmans, ProAc, and so on. 
Even veteran BBC studio types won't have 
seen so many of these things!

However, this is one of the few concessions 
the museum makes for things small. By its 
very nature, high end means big; lavish; 
heavy; extravagant. To mirror this, the 
museum celebrates products that take things 
to extremes. Hence the quantity of large 
loudspeakers from makers such as JBL, Altee, 
Klipsch, Martin Logan, and so on.

The museum combines static displays with 
something like eighteen working rooms (fifteen 
for high end and three for AV) each containing 
a fully-functional system - including a 3D home 
cinema set up. It's like visiting an audio fair and 
walking along a corridor with rooms containing 
various exhibitors.

Make it big, make it heavy
Mr Li has only been collecting hi-fi for a 
relatively short period of time, but already 
he's amassed an amazing array of kit. The

His museum contains the 
sort of hi-fi systems that 
for most of us represent 
a dream purchase...
emphasis tends to be on big heavy amplifiers 
and loudspeakers, though naturally there 
are source components, too - turntables, CD 
players, tuners, cassette decks and open reel 
tape recorders.

There's even some professional studio 
items, including a Studer mixing desk, plus 
Studer and Nagra tape decks. Among the 
myriad pairs of loudspeakers, I spied some 
enormous unbranded horn-loaded models 
that were clearly intended for PA or theatre use. 
11 was a fascinating mix.

The equipment that's set up and working 
mostly dates from the past fifteen years, but 
the static display areas contain many earlier 
items going back to the 1950s. There's even a 
Victrola gramophone for playing shellac 78s! 
However, although quite comprehensive, the 
collection still has a few gaps.

Mr Li is well aware of this. Rome wasn't built 
in a day, and putting together a collection like 
this takes time. His life's ambition is simple; 
to collect every piece of high-end kit ever made. 
A tall order, but if he carries on buying at this 
sort of rate, he'll probably achieve his aim.

11 would then be possible to have rooms 
dedicated to equipment from specific periods, 
thereby demonstrating the ways in which 
high-end has changed and progressed over the 
decades. This would be hugely educational, 
enabling many fascinating comparisons to 
be made.

Audio heaven on Earth
All told, I spent three days at the museum. 
Especially impressive was the room featuring 
Vivid Audio Giya loudspeakers in Ferrari 
red. These had amazing bite and presence, 
giving the music an impressive live feel. I also 
auditioned Mr Li's three home systems.
Given the high-quality (and enormous cost)

of many items in the museum, you might well 
wonder what Mr Li chooses to listen to at home. 
His museum already contains the sort of hi-fi 
systems that (for most of us) represent a dream 
purchase - albeit, only after we'd won the 
lottery on a rollover week!

While there are a great many highly desirable 
items in the museum, naturally the kit Mr Li 
has in his home is even better! Awesome is 
a much over-used adjective. However, in the 
context of Mr Li's home hi-fi system, it barely 
seems adequate. What he's got represents 
audiophile paradise.

Realising that even the best equipment is 
compromised unless you have a good room, 
Mr Li has created three exclusive underground 
listening dens in the grounds of his house. 
One room is dedicated to classical music, 
another for rock and jazz, while the third 
caters for home cinema.

In Mr Li's home I saw products from some 
of the world's most expensive and exclusive 
hi-fi brands - Goldmund, FM Acoustics, 
Mark Levinson and Cello, to name but a few. 
Turntable duties were shared between a 
Clearaudio Statement (a mere £74,000) and 
a Thorens Reference.

Kharma Chameleon
The system in the classical room features 
the massive Dutch Kharma Exquisite Grand 
loudspeakers. Weighing in a144okg and 
costing around £200,000, these massive 
floorstanders were bi-amped with Cello 
electronics. A Goldmund CD player was 
the source. This set up is, undoubtedly, 
the most expensive I've ever listened to.

Indeed, just one of the loudspeakers 
costs more than double my complete home 
system. Could such high prices possibly be 
justified? Fortunately, I wasn't disappointed
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This beautiful floor standing cabinet features a powerful 7 inch mid-bass driver with 'Twin Balanced 
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presentation of power and verve that belies the speakers' compact proportions.

To appreciate the sound, innovation and quality of these speakers, call us now on 
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with the end result. The music was reproduced 
with the utmost purity and refinement, 
sounding focused, yet effortlessly spacious 
and relaxed.

The soundstage was huge and musically 
the result was very natural and integrated. 
It was a powerful performance that was 
totally clean and crisply-defined. While there 
was nothing flashy about the presentation, 
there was power to spare, and there was that 
sense of solidity and control that marks out 
high-end gear.

Was it perfect? Almost. There was a slight 
upper bass emphasis on some tracks, but 
this was the only criticism I could make. 
Everything else about the sound was 
wonderful. Mr Li's audio technician is trying 
to eliminate this problem very soon.

The system in the Jazz room was quite 
different, but in many ways equally impressive. 
Speakers were by Venture, driven by FM 
Acoustics power amps and a Burmester 
preamp. Sources included a Goldmund 
Minnesis 38 CD turntable with Orpheus DAC, 
and an EMM Labs XD51 for SACD.

Turntable was Roksan's TMS with Artemiz 
tonearm and an Ortofon pickup. The phono 
stage was from Goldmund. I also spied an 

Audio Research Reference phono stage 
on the sub's bench - it wasn't being used! 
This system had a crisp immediate sound, 
and was impressively tactile and detailed.

Dynamic range was wide and it was 
possible to play music at realistic volume 
levels with no sense of strain. With the 
rooms being underground, we were able to 
listen as loudly as anyone might wish, with 
no chance of the neighbours being annoyed. 
Once the doors were closed, sound leakage 
was minimal.

Watching and listening to an hour or so 
of Madonna's Sticky and Sweet tour in the AV 
room was mind-blowing - better than being 
there live! Again, volume levels were high, 
but the system coped with every extreme.

Once the Madonna concert was rolling, we 
found it impossible to tear ourselves away, 
so intense and involving was the experience. 
Watching a DVD of this concert on a good 
widescreen TV a few days later only served to 
emphasise how amazing it had looked and 
sounded at Mr Li's place.

The DVD was certainly enjoyable, but you 
weren't drawn into the drama and tension 
of the concert anything like as much, you 
could really sense the atmosphere and drama. 
It was an immensely exciting and thrilling 
experience. That's why I had to stay till the 
end of the show!

Now, some audiophiles have a puny 
music collection, the size and cost of which 
is inversely proportional to size and cost 
of their hi-fi system. However, Mr Li's CD 
collection numbers around 20,000 discs, 
while his vinyl collection exceeds 50,000! Not 
bad for someone who only got into hi-fi 
a decade ago.

The walls of his listening rooms are hidden 
by shelves containing row after row of CDs from 
floor to ceiling. And, being totally dedicated 
to hi-fi, there's nothing in any of the rooms to 
detract from the experience of listening. No 
dining table, no TV set; just large comfortable 
armchairs and a small table for drinks.

Having access to such a vast array of 
equipment, Mr Li likes to ring the changes. 
New gear seems to arrive on an almost daily 
basis - either for one of his three home 
systems, or to go into the museum.

He also has the luxury of a full-time audio 
technician whose job it is to keep everything 
running smoothly. In particular, the AV room 
requires quite a bit of tweaking, and was being 
worked on more or less constantly while I was 
there. So it's a full-time job to keep everything 
up to scratch.

After visiting Mr Li's home, you could be 
forgiven for thinking you'd suddenly died and 
gone to hi-fi heaven. It hardly seems possible 
that such a comprehensive array of gear could 
be owned by one man. If God has a hi-fi set up, 
we reckon it might look and sound something 
like this.^

[ KHARMA EXQUISITE GRAND

Mr Li's current loudspeakers are Kharma 
Exquisite Grands; large floorstanders 
over six feet tall. They have a symmetrical 
layout of drive units, with paired drivers 
either side of a central tweeter to create 
a virtual point source.

The cabinets are immensely dense 
and very heavy, weighing around 41tokg 
each. Kharma claim the Exquisite Grand 
is capable of producing a big sound with 
massive scale so that large choral and 
orchestral forces are recreated with ample 
presence. At the same time, the speakers 
can sound delicate and subtle.

Tonally, the Exquisite Grand is very 
smooth and integrated. It delivers a 
very neutral sort of balance - not in the 
least bit 'hi-fi'. At the same time there's 
a crisp immediacy that lets you know 
this is a speaker equal to whatever the 
music demands of it. Transients sound 
very abrupt, as though attack times were 
extremely fast.

MUSEUM

Entry to Mr Li's hi-fi museum is free, and 
all are welcome to come and listen. What's 
in it for Mr Li? Well, he sees the museum 
as a means of advertising the hardware 
products (kitchen knives and assorted 
products) made by his company, and 
getting people to visit Yang Jiang.

He hopes his museum will attract 
audiophiles from all around the world. 
And it's certainly worth taking the trouble 
to visit. For any red-blooded audiophile, 
what Mr Li has created is nothing less 
than the eighth wonder of the world. It's a 
fantastic advert for high-end audio.

At a time when interest in high end 
seems to be waning, Mr Li's museum is a 
powerful reminder of the glories of good 
hi-fi, and the difference listening to music 
superbly reproduced can make to the 
quality of your life. Those able to pay a 
visit won't be disappointed!
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DAVID PRICE 
EXPERTISE: EDITOR
DP HAS SPENT longer than 
he'd care to admit buying 
and upgrading his own hi-fi 
system, not to mention 
reviewing thousands of 
separates over the years.

ED SELLEY
EXPERTISE: REVIEWER
ES HAS SPENT the best 
part of a decade selling, 
developing and supporting 
products from some of the 
biggest names in audio. 
Enjoys blogging about his 
favourite tunes too...

TIM JARMAN 
EXPERTISE: ENGINEER
TJ IS AN aerospace 
engineer by day and a hi-fi 
hobbyist by night. Refuses 
to own a mobile phone or 
anything made by Apple, 
but has a vast collection of 
vintage electronics instead.

PATRICK CLEASBY 
EXPERTISE: TECH GEEK
PC WORKS as a top-level 
tech support man at the 
BBC, when not fiddling with 
new network music players. 
Having recently become a 
born-again vinyl junkie, 
he's largely responsible for 
the recent rise in second
hand record prices!
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Spin trier
I have about £1,000 to spend 
on a CD player - I am not 
interested in streaming as I 
have a large CD collection 
and don't want to bother with 
computers, hard drives, etc.

I know that there are many 
on the market, from a number 
of makers such as Arcam, Cyrus 
and Musical Fidelity, which 
have received good magazine 
reviews. But I wonder if I could 
get a better deal by buying 
second-hand?

I have seen on eBay some 
machines from the nineties, 
which originally cost many 
thousands, now going for 
well under £1,000 and, frankly, 
they've got me interested! 
Aher all, the sort of build quality 
you get from some of these big 

Japanese machines seems to 
put the new fl,ooo CD players 
to shame and, to be honest, 
they look pretty cool, too.

For example, I saw a Sony 
CDP-X77ES, which cost£1,200 in 
1990 (an old copy of Hi-Fi Choice, 
told me), which is probably over 
£2,000 in today's money. It is 
crowded inside with copper 
plating and special audiophile 
components. It went for about 
£500, which seems a bit of a 
giveaway to me. Is this going 
to sound as good - or even 
better than - a new one? Should 
I buy this instead of a recent 
machine and just spend the 
extra cash on CDs?
Nick Yates, via email

DP says Hi Nick - good 
question! First, as you say, on 

the plus side your £1, ooo would 
buy you a real tankof a classic 
CD spinner, the sort of thing 
you'd see with a Wadia name on 
it at £8,ooo new today.

In addition to the Sony you 
mention, there's the TEAC VRDS 
20 and 30, Denon DCD3560, JVC 
XL-Z1050 and many more - all 
fine machines from a time when 
CD was the thing to have and the 
Japanese were falling over one 
another to compete.

As for the sound quality, well 
that's a good point. The DACs 
of the nineties weren't as good, 
with higher distortion, while 
upsampling wasn't an option 
then. But other parts of these 
players, from the disc
drive mechanisms to the 
power supplies, were done to 
an extremely high standard.

Sony's 1989 CDP-X77ES 
is a classic Japanese 
battleship CD player, 

with a lovely sound to 
match that exquisite 

internal build. But when 
the laser gives up it's 

suddenly an expensive 
piece of junk .••
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WHAT HI FI?
SOUND AND VISION

Snaps, crackles and pops are 

often easily eradicated by the 

simple expedient of a carbon

fibre record brush...

The result is that- in some 
respects, such as bass power 
and grip - these older high-end 
machines can beat modern, 
cheaper, new ones.

In terms of smoothness and 
overall focus though, the latest 
generation of players are a league 
ahead. The resu/tis that you'll 
get a different sound, I suspect, 
rather than a comprehensively 
better or worse one.

So why not save yourself £500 
and buy a used classic then? 
Well, the simple answer is, of 
course, that you're buying a box 
of old mechanical and electronic 
bits. While I love classic hi-fi and 
use it daily, you have to expect 
components to fail with age, 
and if you're not a wizard with 
a soldering iron, you may come 
to realise that classic hi-fi 
ownership isn't for you.

For example, the capacitors 
in the power supplies will be 
fading by now (which degrades 
the sound) and then, of course, 
they'll fail one day altogether. 
While replacing this sort of 
component isn't beyond the 
reach of a competent repair 
specialist (for example, ATW 
Technical Services, 020 8746 
2600), what they can't do is to 
replace obsolete components.

Many older CD players are 
now being scrapped because 
the laser has gone, and there 
are no stocks of replacement 
ones left. Even machines using 
certain Philips lasers are ending 
up in landfill because they can't 
get new ones. So whether or not 
you should buy a secondhand 

player ultimately 
becomes a 
question of finding 
out whether the 
laser it uses is 
still made.

The best way 
to check this 
is to click on 
web resources 
such as, http:// 
vasiltech.nm.ru/ 
fi/es/cd-players/

CD-Player-DAC- 
Transport.
htm orwww. 
dcaudio.pl/ 
dac.htm. These 
will tell you the 
type of laser

used, then you can Google it 
to see if there are any vendors 
worldwide. If there are, then it's 
likely that specialists such as 
ATW could source one and fit it 
for you, along with giving your 
machine a general recalibratton. 
This done, it would be practically 
as good as new. But look at 
your Sony X77ES; it uses a Sony 
KSS280A, which is no longer 
available. Effectively then, this 
Sony could at any time become 
stunningly made, esoteric
looking scrap metal - when 
its laser fails. Lasers always do 
fail, some far sooner than others, 
so you've got to be prepared 
for the consequences...

Ultimately, buying any 
secondhand bit of hi-fi kit is a 
case of caveat emptor (buyer 
beware)! I've bought loads of 
used kit, and about 10 per cent 
of it fails within days of purchase, 
another 30 per cent within about 
a year, while the rest is reliable 
long term. That's poor odds, but 
then again it might just be a sign 
of over-enthusiasm or lack of 
common sense!

Best to think of a piece of 
used hi-fi like a used car. It will 
have an owner who may have 
cherished it and nurtured it 
better than his own family, ora 
monkey who keeps tampering 
with its insides (in a doomed 
attempt to tune it) or just 
neglects it and leaves it rotting 
in the damp!

If you do buy used, try to get a 
sense of the owner (did he buy it 
new?), how much it's been used 
and where (is he a smoker?), 
as well as checking, of course, 
that any important parts are still 
obtainable. That's why so many 
people, wisely in my view, buy 

new. A nice fresh object with a 
12-month warranty and no idiots 
owning it before you brings real 
piece of mind. DP

ESsaysHaving little 
enthusiasm for fixing things, 
I would be less keen about 
going fora nigh on twenty
year old CD player. Many of 
the 'battleship'designswere 
ferociously complex and 
their spares situation is now 
marginal. Whereas running 
an older turntable is generally 
pretty simple - not least because 
so many designs are still in 
production, a dead mechanism 
in one of these players will result 
in you owning a paperweight.

I also feel that some of the 
reasonably priced digital 
products that we've seen in 
the last few months have been 
sensational. The casework of a 
Rega DAC, Audio/ab CD8200 or 
Electrocompaniet PD-1 might not 
be able to stop small arms fire, 
but they are some of the best 
digital products I have used at 
any price and two of them are 
comfortably in your budget.

Pop music
I'm 82, but sadly not a hi-fi 'buff' 
in the technical sense. My key 
interest has always been the 
music itself, while my earliest 
hi-fi system included a Goldring 
Lenco GL78 turntable, an 
excellent little Norwegian radio 
with a phono jack and Decca 
Deram speakers!

A Denon DCD500 CD player 
came in 1987, whereafter I 
discovered Hi-Fi Choice, which 
reliably led me to a Rotel RC/ 
RB850 amp and Celef Altus 
speakers (Hi-Fi Choice was 
my regular monthly magazine 
from then on).

The end result is my present 
system - the Rotel RHC/ 
RHB-10 - keeping the RC850 
for its phono jack-, Ortofon 
MC10 Super for the GL78 
(which cannot be heard in 
operation!), van den Hui 
cables: The Source and The 
First, and finally my pride and 
joy - Cabasse Skiff speakers. 
After all, when someone in your 
review remarked "at last a real 
speaker", how could I resist 
them, even at £1,500 a pair?

I n fact, I still think they were 
a real bargain. So, I won't be 
changing anything more at 
my age, or will I? ►
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Apps like XLD let you write gapless 
information for !Tunes, so you don't 
get spaces between album tracks 
which are supposed to segue into one 
another...The point behind this story is that I recently came into a collection of vinyl that belonged to an old family friend which, along with my own collection, now totals over a thousand discs. The only trouble is, that despite including many highly desirable titles, they need a hell of a lot of cleaning.I bought a Moth record-cleaner (£450 - ouch!), but it doesn't seem to be able to cut the mustard in removing the gunge properly. Perhaps, one of your experts could tell me what the 'gunge' - ticks, clicks and pops - actually is? What causes it and what's the best way to deal with it?Also what is static? What can be done to remove it and how does the Milty Zerostat really do the business?
LG Neville, via email

TJsaysAssuming the ‘ciicking’ 
noise isn't actually a permanent 
physical scratch into the surface of 

the disc (which are 
usually visible, but 
sometimes surprisingly 
hard to spot), then the 
main cause of'pops' is 
likely to be dirt trapped 
in the record grooves.

How well is your Moth 
record-cleaning machine 
working? Good RCMs 
dislocate dirt, then 
hoover it up and away 
from the disc, others seem 
to simply move the dirt 
around in the groove.

Try finding a record 
dealer/shop with a Keith 
Monks machine, (which 
is a known - and excellent- 
quality) and arrange to 
have some of your discs 
cleaned there.

When you're sure that 
your record-cleaning process 
works, then any remaining clicks 
will be either the aforementioned 
groove damage or static.

If the clicks and pops occur in a 
different place every time you play 
the record, then they are static- 
related. A good way of dealing with 
this is by the use af a carbon-fibre 
brush (such as Goldring's Super 
Exstatic Brush at £15). Applying 
this firmly, as the record rotates 
on the platter, should counter the 
build-up of static electricity in the 
vinyl. Replacing the disc in a clean, 
new, anti-static sleeve will also help 
greatly (consider Goldring Exstatic 
Sleeves at about£20 per 25).

Actually, static will often 
disappear on its own if you leave 
the record in its sleeve for a few 
hours. Turntable manufacturers 
used to produce decks with 
alloy platters and carbon-loaded 
rubber mats to combat static; 
such things are out of fashion 
these days, but the GL78 has a 
lot of metal in it so you should be 
okay with that, providing that the 
earthing of the arm is up to scratch. 
We've found the MiltyZerostat 
does have some beneficial effect, 
but I find clean sleeves and a good 

antistatic brush are the best, long
term solution.

Anally, cartridge choice can 
have a large effect of the subjective 
nuisance of background noise - 
often a simple moving-magnet 
cartridge with a well-fettled 
elliptical stylus gives the best 
results with paor discs, making 
sure it's precisely aligned in the 
headshell, of course.

It also helps ta pick a high- 
quality phono stage with plenty of 
headroom, so that the noise spikes 
do not saturate the amplifiers, 
since the recovery period from such 
an event is comparatively long, 
making the clicks sound worse 
than they really are.

Slipped stream?With the exploding market for new streamers, network players and 
USB DACs, I can't help wondering how all these units handle music tracks that blend into one another.In the early days of MP3, a slight pause between trackswas inevitable. This is extremely important with classical and live recordings. I even have several discs with information between tracks (for example, Dream Theatre's Octavarium between tracks 3 and 4). In the latter case the information was discarded by the rip.Is there a solution for this extreme case and, more importantly, how do media/ network players and streamers handle these issues? Reading your reviews (where I assume you use reference tracks), it doesn't reveal if this is an issue or not.
Thomas Ronnow, Sweden.

PC says Hi Thomas - yes, 
gapless playback is, of course, 
essential to enjoy a wide range 
of music, from classic ta dance 
mixes. In truth, the only sure
fire way to solve it completely is 
to use the likes of Exact Audio 
Codec (for the PC) orXLD (for 
Macs) to rip to single WAVar

FLAC files. CUE files providing 
the track splits to tell the player 
where one track has finished 
and the next has started.

Good streaming servers 
are able to interpret this at 
file level, and thus give you 
seamless playback. Of course, 
this is fussier that ripping 
separate tracks, but it's the 
only totally ‘saee’solution to 
the problem, that works every 
time. If you don’t want to do it 
this way, then you’ll be happy 
to hear that these days, iTunes 
caters for smooth playback of 
track-split files too.

When you’re ripping files to 
WAVor FlAQ the convention is 
to append the CD track pre-gap 
information to the start of the 
following track. The good news 
is that we are now at the point 
where PC (Cuetools) and Mac 
(XLD) tools are available to 
move album files from discrete 
to single files and back again, 
with no damage to musical (ar 
data) integrity, providing you 
take care to understand how 
to do it properly.

So you can rip files in a 
standard way, then make a 
single gapless version with 
your own track splits in for 
playing seamlessly, then 
convert it back to single files 
should you wish.

Indeed, XLD can even write 
iTunes gapless information, 
when creating AAC, and has a 
clear warning that excluding pre
gap information from lossless 
rips makes them unusable for 
future Accurate Rip analysis.

So the issue is being addressed 
by various software players and 
rippers now, but salving can 
sometimes be fiddly enough to 
make you pull your vinyl LPs out 
and take twenty-one minute
sized chunks all over again!

Cambridge Audio NP30 - more and 
more people are wanting to play music 
through network streamers such 
as this...
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ES says The practice of'hiding' a track in the pre-read file of a disc has largely past now - the last I recall finding was 'I Choose Noise’ by Hybrid, that hid a track before track one. I don’t know of any software that will rip this material - the pre-read file generally isn’t copied as it isn’t required by a streamer Ifyou want this material, your only real option is to record the track in real time, convert it to the format of your choice and manually add it to the tracklist of the ripped album.This isn’t to say that streamed music is ruining the practice of ‘easter eggs’ on albums. It is much easier to experience the astonishing results of combining Radiohead’s ‘OK Computer’ and In Rainbows’, by alternating tracks from both with a streamer than it ever was with two CDs!
Boom bang-a-bang.„
I really enjoyed reading the 
feature by Jimmy Hughes on the 
Cambridge P40 amplifier in 
HFC353 and thank you for bringing 
back some wonderful memories.

I sold mine after a few repairs 
to a friend, who then used the 
efficient Celestion Ditton 66 
loudspeakers, although the 
amplifier proved far more reliable.

I then upgraded to the P6o, 
which internally was worlds apart, 
much better PCB, layout and 
wiring. Although, essentially the 
beautiful case design remained 
similar, mine was a semi-matt 
black, as well as the DC coupling!

I did manage to pop a few 
transistors, driving my KEF 104s, 
later upgraded to 104aBs at high 
volumes. And, yes, the rascal still 
managed to go DC with one B200 
KEF driver smoking nicely and 
costing a fortune to be matched 
and replaced at KEF HQ.

Extra heatsinks to some of the 
To39 cased transistors, as well as 
some small decoupling capacitors, 
ensured long-term stability 
and no more problems.

The combination of the KEFs, 
Thorens deck and Shure V15 
cartridge sounded glorious. 
The P6o was later sold and a 
Radford HD250 and SPAso 
took pride of place, the KEFs 
modified and bi-amped by 
the Radfords.

I'd love to read further nostalgic 
reviews on the Cambridge range, 
including the gorgeous P110. How 
about it Mr. Hughes?
Andy Goloskof. via email

DP says Hi Andy-thanks for your missive, which explains why every classic Cambridge amp owner I’ve ever met has never been more than clutching distance from a soldering iron -1 suppose nothing beats the sweet smell of Ersin Multicore in the morning, eh?Anyway, good to hear you got great results with your Thorens front end, and do please tell us which ran hotter, your P6o’s T039 transistors or the EL34 valves in your Radford?Sorry for teasing - Cambridge amps are an easy target (particularly if you’ve got a thermal imaging camera). As for the P110, Jimmy is at this very moment bidding for one on eBay for a future feature - no Jimmy, not the Nikon Coo/pix version!
ES says Back when I was the technical support for Audio Partnership (parent company of Cambridge Audio), I used to receive quite a few inquiries from owners of some of the older designs. The general rule of thumb, contrary to DP’s cruel, barbed words, seemed to be that P4os were almost entirely indestructible, Piios were pretty tough and only the P6o seemed a bit more fragile. They are pretty easy to work on and - as you note - are capable of a very entertaining sound.
DP says Well, I suppose that Captain Scarlet-like indestructability is only because the last surviving P4os have had so many new components soldered in that there’s little of the remaining amp left! Kind of like an old pitchfork with a new handle, shaft and tines?Just to be clear though readers, the modern Cambridge Audio kit is extremely reliable!
System addict
I have just read with great 
interest your turntable Blindlistening Group Test in HFC354. 
Unfortunately, as the turntables 
selected (along with the additional 
phono stage, cartridge and 
support) are well out of my price 
zone, I'll just keep doing the lottery 
and keep my fingers crossed!

I n the meantime, my more 
modest set-up still gives me great 
vinyl pleasure. I currently own a 
lovely mid-198os Systemdek llX 
turntable with a RB250 arm and 
Goldring 1042 MM cartridge. I have 
this teamed up with a recently 
acquired Creek Evo 2 amp and

Should an old nineteen-eighties Systemdek like this be able to beat an excellent 
modern budget deck?

Epos M22i speakers (the turntable 
is mounted on its own wall shelf).

I also bought the Creek MM 
Sequel 40 MM phono card, rather 
than go with a separate phono 
amp, but feel that I'm not getting 
quite as much out of the deck and 
amp that I could.

It seems a little bit laid-back to 
me and so I was wondering what 
external phono stage I should 
consider, which might offer a little 
bit more by way of dynamics and 
fireworks? I'm not saying that 
what I'm currently enjoying is poor, 
far from it, but I'm just looking 
for that little bit extra. Without 
spending an absolute fortune, 
can I improve things?

Incidentally, I have recently 
demoed the new Rega RP3 
turntable through a Marantz 
integrated amp and, as nice as it is, 
it couldn't beat my Systemdek.
Dave Boden, via email

DP says The new RP3 is a fine deck, but frankly it’s less sophisticated a design than your Systemdek, so there’s no reason why it should be any better and plenty of reasons why it might be worse. Fora start, the RP3 doesn’t have any suspension to speak of, and thus requires very careful placement if it is to give of its best.Of course, that’s not impossible, but you’re talking a good wattmounted shelf and, of course, you shouldn’t play it with the dustcover on as this seems to impair the Rega’s sound more than most. I love the Rega Planar 3/P3/RP3 series of decks, but you mustn’t forget they’re only budget designs and yourSystemdek was a bit pricier.That said, your Systemdek isn’t beyond improvement either, and getting it professionally re set 

up (find a friendly Linn dealer, although ‘off topic’ for them they should still be able to fettle it for you), with the emphasis on getting the platter totally level. A new belt would help too (about £15 online) and, of course, cleaning all the points that contact with the belt, such as the motor pulley, will work wonders.For readers unfamiliar with this deck, it’s a very reliable old thing, and should give years more service - you can still pick them up for as little as £50 for an old clunker if you’re lucky, but prices are climbing and I’ve seen good ones now fetching upwards of £300. it’s also interesting to note that the Systemdek company has recently restarted, by the sons of the founder Peter Dunlop. Derek and Ramsy’s new website is at i^ww. systemdek.co.uk.Your own machine would respond to a better arm, or at least getting an Origin Live Structural Modification (£87) done to your RB250. It would also respond to a better cartridge in time, such as an Audio Technica AT-0C9/III (£470), although that’s for a good while away as you’ll need a better phono stage first, as you rightly identify.My choice would be Icon Audio’PS2 MM (£440), which is an excellent tube design that will give you a bigger and more fuller bodied sound, making the music sound less thin and flat. It’s cracking value and an excellent synergistic match for your relatively dry-sounding speakers.Alternatively, the ANT Audio Kara 3TSE (£495) is a great choice, and would also stand you well for future upgrades. It has a full-bodied and rich sound like the Icon Audio, although slightly less so, but with a
www.hifichoice.co.uk FEBRUARY 2012 lifiCholce 69

systemdek.co.uk
http://www.hifichoice.co.uk


Twenty Year Warrantytwenty
Celebrating 20 years of truly great loudspeaker design

See us... 24th-26th February 2012

SOUND&VISION
THE BRISTOL SHOW T +44 (0) 870 4441044 

sales@promonitor.co.uk

^®nty series, the next generation of beautifully 
elegant, handcrafted, British loudspeakers from PMC.

"Despite its modest size, it does a remarkable job of 
delivering an essentially full bandwidth sound, with 
fine neutrality and excellent stereo imaging."

Hi-Fi Choice, January 2012
***** SOUND QUALITY

Ask for a demonstration ^twenty23
in Diamond Black

mailto:sales@promonitor.co.uk


tighter bass and more low- 
level detail.

There's a slightly less euphoric 
feel to its presentation though, but it's still way more musical than 
almost all other budget transistor 
designs I've heard. You can specify 
MM or MC versions.

ESsays Happy to agree with 
DP on this one! Not only is the 
Systemdek a we/I-regardedpiece 
ofequipment the indirect descendent 
of it the Audio Note AN TT Two 
(HFC 353) represents one of the 
best vinyl packages I have heard. 
Some thoughtful updates to the 
Systemdek will yield better results 
than a complete new turntable.

You could also consider trying 
to achieve some of the Audio Note 
magic by looking into its Arm One, 
which would fit perfectly on your 
Systemdek and is an outstandingly 
well-built and fine-sounding 
design, that will work with a 
huge range of cartridges.

Vinyl revival
Over the last few years it has 
been quite noticeable that vinyl 
is making a comeback and as a 
recent OAP, I am delighted to be 
able to buy new LPs again.

My current system includes five 
small black boxes from Cyrus and 
a pair of Spendor SA1 speakers (it 
sounds really good). I also have 
a fair collection of LPs that are 
stacked up in my loft with a Rega 3 
(RB300 arm and Rega Super Bias 
cartridge), that hasn't been used 
since the arrival of the digital era. 
So I was really interested in your 
recent review in HFC351, about 
the new Rega RP3 and the 
subsequent Recommendation 
badge that it received.

I also recently read a glowing 
review about Inspire Hi-Fi's Quest 
upgrade package for the Rega 
Turntable, so as I'm really keen to 
include vinyl in my system 
once again, should I go 

Is Rega's RP3 the right turntable 
for reader Mike Beattie? Not quite, 
thinks DP...

for the brand new Rega 
RP3, or do I opt for the 
upgrade package from 
I nspire Hi-Fi?

I n normal circumstances 
when buying new gear I 
would, of course, demo 
first and then decide, but 
in this case I must rely on advice 
from the experts. Price wise there 
is little difference, so your help 
will be most appreciated.
Mike Beattie, via email

DP says The RP3 turntable is 
excellent, but while it's a significant 
upgrade to the old Planar3, it's 
certainly not profound. You get 
a little more speed stability (not 
unwelcome) and a touch more 
/ow-level detail (nice to have), but 
it's not 'night and day'. Having 
been personally responsible for a 
glowing review of Inspire's Quest 
upgrade package, I can vouch for 
its efficacy.

I'd say the differences it brings 
are greater than those between 
the old Planar and the new RP3. 
It felt to me like the stock Planar 3 
had grown in stature and started 
to work out - the sound was 
appreciably bigger and more 
'mature', with greater bass, a 
smoother treble and a midband 
that no longer sounded strained 
or 'pinched'.

Personally I'd go for this option, 
but you might like to get your arm 
madded by Origin Live first (see 
'System Addict? as this makes 
the stock Rega far more listenable 
- then Inspire could always fit 
your newly upgraded arm as the 
Quest is built.

Finally, I would junk the Rega 
Super Bias cartridge. I’m a 
huge Rega fan, but frankly it's 
not the best thing they've done 
to my ears it sounds thin and 
reedy and frigid. My choice would 
be an Audio Technica AT-F3/III

Marantz's long-lost CD52 was once a budget blockbuster, 
but how does it stack up against today's machines?

(£190), which again would suit 
the bigger, smoother and more 
full-bodied sound of your Quest- 
modded Planar.

Good luck with your own 
persona/ vinyl revival Mike; write in 
and let us know how you get on.

DAC's entertainment
My interest in hi-fi started 13 
years ago, with a second-hand 
Marantz CD52 CD player and an 
old JVC JAS11G integrated amp and 
Celestion Ditton 110 speakers for 
£150 all in.

I thought it sounded absolutely 
stunning - the JVC was a superb 
sounding amp and the speakers 
had a smooth nature. Trouble is, 
although nice with soul music, 
things start to get lost very 
quickly with 1970s rock that I 
normally listen to. So I am now 
looking to upgrade everything, 
and my budget is around £700 
per item, with each purchase 
done separately to build on 
the last. I am tempted to buy 
secondhand for a bargain, but 
would choose new kit if you 
recommended it.

Do you think my CD player is 
the weakest link? I was going 
to upgrade it first, but wonder if I 
should do things in reverse and 
the amp and speakers are older 
still? I don't have a car so it's a 
chore to go around hi-fi shops and 
I would rather buy online if I have 
to buy new, so would value your 
help greatly.

My music tastes 
are mostly classic 

seventies 
and eighties 
rock, 
but also some 

soul and pop,
although 

I am not into 
modern, over

produced pop.
Finally, my other 

amp is beginning 
to crackle when

I use the selector 
switches - it is an old

Rogers Ravensbrook. What do you 
recommend I do?
TonyAnhalt, via email

DP saysHi Tony- well firstly, you 
should try spraying your Rogers 
amp's switchgear with contact 
cleaner. This works wonders in 
situations such as this, but you 
may even find just working the 
switches a lot (i.e. keep clicking 
it repeatedly) etches off the 
oxidisation, which is likely the 
cause of your clicks.

Back to your main system 
and it seems you have a bit of a 
mishmash, albeit a we/I-matched 
one- something of a happy 
coincidence given they're from 
different generations of hi-fi!

The Marantz is a good basic CD 
spinner, just as good as budget 
machines today, but with a 
slightly bass-light sound and a 
livelier upper mid than you'd get 
nowadays. Basically you have two 
choices here - replace the 
CD player completely or just buy 
a new DAC.

If your machine shows no 
signs of poor disc reading, I’d be 
tempted to do the latter, as there's 
a lot of choice in this field. Then, 
when the laser in yourMarantz 
finally expires, you can send it to 
the great hi-fi shop in the sky and 
buy yourself for example, a Cyrus 
Transport (£750), which should 
partner your new DAC brilliantly.

So... ifyou want to get a new DAC. 
consider the CEntrance DACmini 
USB-this is a great modern 24- 
bit/i92kHz-capable DAC. with a 
built-in headphone amp. Ifyou 
want a new£700 CD player, I'd 
counsel a Cambridge Audio 840C, 
which would be a real step up from 
the Marantz, which a smoother, 
more expansive and detailed 
sound, and more atmosphere, too.

While your Marantz silver 
disc spinner is getting on a bit 
at some twenty years old, your 
JVC integrated amp is positively 
pa/eolithic. I dread to think about 
the condition of the capacitors 
in the power supply for example,
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deck came to be 
ubiquitous in 
DJ applications 
was its sublime

Technics' SLi:uo turntable is a classic turntable - not cheap rubbish as some 
people seem to think, says DP!

which are Jang past their best - 
a sort of audio equivalent af that 
salad cream you've had in the 
fridge for the past five years!

Anyway, it’s a testament to this 
(once) great}apanese company’s 
build quality that something that 
sold for£100 in the late nineteen 
seventies is still going. Frankly 
it’s a no brainer-you’ve got to 
replace it. My thoughts would be 
around the Naim Nait5i (£850) 
or the matching amp for the 
aforementioned Cambridge Audio, 
namely theAzur840A (£800). The 
former is deeper, darker and richer 
sounding, the latter bigger and 
punchier, with a slightly more 
vivid upper midband.

But there’s loads of choice; 
consider also the Cyrus 6XP for 
around£650. This would give a 
thinner, drier sound to the Naim, 
but still very smooth and musical.

As for your speakers, frankly the 
best thing to do would be to go and 
audition your ideal source and/or 
amp combination, through a good 
pair of modern loudspeakers (such 
as KEPs Q700) and then come 
back to us for recommendations, 
as there are real synergy issues 
which can’t be legislated for until 
we know what you’ve got.

Live and direct
Vinyl is my first love - for many 
years I've had a succession of high- 
quality disc spinners, including a 

Thorens 125/SME3009, a Thorens 
TD160BC/SME lllS and then a Linn 
LP12/Rega RB300. Before that I 
went through almost everything 
around, from an old AR77XB with 
a Grado cartridge to a Garrard 401 
and Acos Lustre arm. I am currently 
getting itchy feet and after reading 
a lot of magazines and skimming 
around on the internet I am 
beginning to think I might like a 
direct drive turntable.

I still can't quite believe I am 
saying this as everything I was 
taught in the old hi-fi mags I used 
to read back in the day said direct 
drive was rubbish. But I heard one 
in the National Audio Show a few 
months ago and I was quite surprised 
by what reached my ears.

Can you tell me if this is a silly 
preoccupation of mine, or if there 
is real merit in direct drives after 
all? If so, what should I aim to 
buy; I do realise there's not a lot 
of choice, especially at my sub- 
£1,000 budget I suspect it's going 
to be a lowly DJ deck!
David Hill. via email

DPsays Whooah there! "Lowly 
DJ deck"? I take it you are referring 
to the mighty Technics SL1200, 
which was the only direct drive I 
saw at Whittlebury. The SLi2oo's 
problem was that it was used for 
DJ applications, and thus came 
to be associated solely with this 
purpose. But it was never designed 

as a DJ deck; the hi-fi version, 
the mid-seventies SL120, was 

sold without arm, but with an 
SME cutout, with the intention 

of fitting your own high- 
quality tonearm.

The SLi2oo's bundled 
tonearm is not bad, but 

can easily be bettered 
by fitting a Rega 

tonearm, for example.
The reason the 

build quality; it was 
almost indestructible, could be 
chucked in the back of a Transit van 
every night and then work just as 
well the next day. Frankly, you can’t 
say that of most hi-fi turntables!

The SL1200/SL1210 was only 
recently deleted from Technics’ 
model range, and until then 
sold for around £400 - amazing 
considering the quality of 
construction. Most people who’d 
never seen it assumed it was 
made of plastic, but it was 
a mixture of a cast-alloy top 
assembly with rubberised base.

The motor in it was Technics’ 
second best-evertype, reputedly, 
the only better one being in the 
SP10/2 broadcast deck used in 
radio studios worldwide until the 
advent of CD. The torque from that 
motor is superb, and the quartz
lock reference rock-solid.

The result is a wonderfully tight, 
taut and stable sound - frankly 
it makes the LP12 sound a little 
vague and ponderous in the 
timing department, and this is all 
the more surprising considering 
that the LP12 measures very well 
on this score, and sounds great, 
too. But the stock SL1200 does not 
comprehensively beat the LP12 
in every way- the latter has a far 
smoother tonality, a silkier treble 
and a more relaxed rhythmic flow. 
By contrast the Technics is all 
fireworks, crashes and bangs - 
great fun, but tiring.

We’ll be running a feature on 
how to get the best from the

SL1200 in due course, but in 
the meantime you’d do well 
to consider the possibility of 
purchasing a good secondhand 
one. It’s particularly suited 
to rock and dance music, 
although classical music sounds 
surprisingly special, thanks to 
its mastertape-like speed stability.

So don’t dismiss the SL1200 
series of decks; they’re very 
special and doubtless future 
classics. The only issue when 
buying secondhand is not getting 
a battered one - because they 
withstand abuse so well they tend 
to disguise the indiscretions of 
theirprevious owners. So, like 
classic cars, search out that elusive 
one lady owner (preferably a nun) 
who listens to it only on Sundays, 
just the once after 'Songs of Praise’!

Radioactive
Is FM heading for the scrapheap? 
I only ask because I am rather 
fond of it. People call me a fuddy- 
duddy even though I am only in 
my mid-twenties and don't want 
to be associated with the pipe 
and slippers tendency, but I think 
it sounds better than DAB and 
streamed internet radio and is a 
bit more fun too.

So I need to know if I'd be 
throwing dash down the drain 
buying an FM tuner? I'm particularly 
into those chunky old Japanese 
designs from the seventies that 
you see on the likes ofVintage 
Knob. They're really coot and 
are enough to make you want to 
twiddle with those controls all 
day and night! But they're getting 
pricey, some of them, and so is 
it worth dropping a big chunk of 
change on one if they're going to 
be redundant in a year or two? 
GuyGreggs, via email

DPsaysReports ofFM’s demise 
have been greatly exaggerated. 
It’s true that the last government

Is the end for FM nigh? The 
government has sent out mixed 
messages In the past, but It's 
looking like it's got a stay of 
execution, argues DP
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published a policy document in 
2009 called Digital Britain, in 
which a 'digital radio upgrade' was 
to be put in effect by 2015. What 
followed was the Digital Economy 
Act of 2010, introduced by Lord 
Mandelson, which featured a raft 
of legislation on all aspects of life.

Fortunately for FM fans at least, the government itself was 
'switched over' recently, and soon 
after the new regime took office 
the new minister responsible 
for broadcasting made the announcement that, "the last 
Government was committed to 
a digital radio switchover. What 
we're announcing today is a Digital 
Radio Action Plan... (Switchover) 
will be driven by the listener. There 
is no compulsion here, there is no date set when we will switch off FM, 
and nor is there indeed a necessity 
[to switch off FM]; if it comes to the 
point [in] 2015 where people are 
still listening to, particularly the 
BBC on FM, then that will continue."

As a result, the oft-mooted 
'switchover' has been cancelled, 
or, at least, indefinitely postponed, 
and FM gets a stay of execution. 
This means you can access all 
those lovely sounding Radio 3 broadcasts by the time-honoured 
frequency modulation system, in 
a somewhat higher quality than 
the 96kbps you'd get via Digital 
Audio Broadcasting. You can also 
receive Magic FM on analogue too, 
although I'd politely suggest that 
sound quality is not a foremost 
priority of stations such as this 
- and that DAB won't sound 
appreciably worse.

Internet radio is, for me, a good 
compromise; it offers superior 
sound to DAB, but with the amazing 
choice too. For serious listening 
though, it's analogue all the way 
for me. I'd suggest you try to find 
a high-quality, late seventies 
all-analogue tuner to really 
get the benefit of the analogue 
transmissions - think along the 
lines of Pioneer's TX-7800 for around 
£200, plus a decent roof-mounted 
aerial if this is at all possible.

ES says I can realistically see 
FM surviving long enough; its replacement will be internet radio 
rather than another variant of DAB. 
Some of the online radio stations 
that I've been listening to over the 
last few months have knocked DAB into a cocked hat and provide a 
realistic alternative to FM. As soon 
as we crack getting it into cars, it 
seems the logical way forward.

LETTER OF THE MONTH

I'MSERIOUSLYIMPRESSEDBYthequalityofsomeofthehi-res 
downloads available on the net, from such websites as Linn Records 
and Society of Sound After many years of talking about it, finally we 
have something that sounds better than CDI But still I am not sure if 
they truly outperform my turntable. It's a humble Michell TecnoDec 
with a Rega arm and Audio Technica cartridge, but it has a realistic 
nature to its sound that I still haven't got from 24-bit/96kHz FLAC, 
which sounds a bit dry and clinical by comparison. So I think that 
right now, digital still doesn't beat analogue (done well), even if it's 
studio quality downloads. In fact, I wonder if the vinyl LP will ever be 
truly bettered, considering it's taken us nearly thirty years to get a 
significant improvement over CD in the digital domain?.
nm Green, via email

DP says Compact Disc has had a few useful boosts during its lifetime, such as HDCD (remember that?) in 
the early nineties and then SACD (very nice!) a decade later, but it’s only the recent advent of 24-bit/96kHz 
hi-res downloads that have pushed digital forward substantially, in a commercially viable way. And still 
these don't really better - to my ears at least - a well set up vinyl system. Very recently, we've seen a few 
24/192 recordings seeping out on to the market, but they still do not sound dramatically superior to 24/96. 
To be fair though, it's still early days for digital. It took vinyl an awfully long time to get to the happy place it 
is now, and digital too has a way to go. Fascinatingly though, the better the two respective formats get, the 
closer they seem to sound; vinyl becomes ever clearer and cleaner, whereas digital gets sweeter and more 
musically lucid. Perhaps we can look forward to a day when we'll get the best of both worlds in one easy 
hit? Don’t hold your breath, though...

WIN A RUSS ANDREWS POWERMAX MAINS LEAD WORTH £45!
Letter of the Month winners receive a Russ Andrews PowerMax
mains lead worth £45. Write to us at letters@hifichoice.co.uk

www.hifichoice.co.uk FEBRUARY2012 llfiCholce 75

mailto:letters@hifichoice.co.uk
http://www.hifichoice.co.uk


Pl
iB

Li
ci

S A
CT

iv
-R

CS
Pw

tS
83

3?
93

44
83

-O
ut

fit
sA

od
eR

io
c-

ie
 O-

Hear them now at: Holburn Hi-Fi, Aberdeen
Senso, Truro 
Soundcraft, Ashford

SYSTEM

Expression. 
Emotion.
Experience.
The combination of the 02 satellite 
speaker and Santorin 25 subwoofer 
are a genuine audiophile and aesthetic 
alternative to traditional loudspeakers; 
with the advantages of beautiful design, 
high quality full range reproduction and 
point source drive unit technology. 
The co-axial 130 mm mid/bass and 
25 mm tweeter provide the benefits of 
Cabasse's Spatially Coherent System, 
as found in the flagship La Sphere 
speakers, in a more compact enclosure 
- faithful timbre reproduction, no artificial 
colouration and a soundstage with 
unrivalled realism and depth.
The partnering Santorin 25, 250 watt 
subwoofer, with its 34 Hz low frequency 
extension, is available in gloss white or 
black to match the 02; which can be 
specified in black pearl with light oak or 
wenge stands or white pearl with «000« 
Complemented by shelf mounting and 
in-ceiling and in-wall variants, the 02 
is a truly compact audio and video 
loudspeaker system with perfect design 
integration and absolute high fidelity.
www.cabasse.com

^ww. holburnhifi.co.uk
www.senso-systems.co.uk
^ww.soundcrafthifi.corn

http://www.cabasse.com
holburnhifi.co.uk
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OPINION

Reelin' in the yearsHFC's new Editor David Price regales us with tales of his hi-fi journey, from the nineteen seventies to now...
h, the Space Race - an heroic age 
where mankind strived to put ever 
more spacecraft into orbit, and 
men on the moon. An epic era 

when technology itself was a thing of beauty. ..
As a wide-eyed little boy growing up in the 

nineteen seventies, a time when there seemed 
to be a rocket blasting off as regularly as an 
EasyJet Airbus takes off today. 1 was 
enraptured. Technology, 1 remember proudly 
pronouncing to a school playground friend, 
was my favourite subject. Fascinated by cars, 
trains, boats, planes, computers and 
electronics, it was all one great big field of 
dreams for a ten year old to play in.

In the seventies, technology announced itself 
to the world in no uncertain terms. In car 
design, we had a whole new generation of 
wedge-shaped supercars. Luminaries such as 
Giugiaro, Pininfarina and Bertone penned lines 
that looked like nothing before; the bulbous, 
organic styles of earlier automobiles were 
replaced by razor-sharp angles that announced 
mankind's command of form - bringing new 
shapes that could never occur in nature.

In electronics, machines were still formidable 
things that dominated domestic environments 
- rather than complemented them. Televisions 
were vast objects back then, even the 
increasingly popular transistorised variety. 
Computers too; I visited the Atomic Energy 
Research Establishment in 1979, and was 
bedazzled by the computer rooms with their 
vast tape drives spooling at high speed, flashing 
lights and the clattering of teleprinters. Those 
green monitor screens, attached to DEC 
consoles, were the stuff of science fiction as 
well as science fact.

These days, of course, such power is available 
from your Android smartphone, and comes 
with a twelve-month warranty as standard 
from your local Currys Digital, but back then 
you couldn't escape the bulk and physicality of 
it all. Instead of it fitting around your 'lifestyle', 
technology simply imposed its own on you!

Warm glow
For yours truly however, hi-fi was the 
ultimate expression of this, because it was 
part of my lived reality. A chance visit to a hi-fi 
shop in 1976, at a time in my young life 
when I'd just graduated from shoplifting 
lollipops from the local village store and 
was achingly ready for a new hobby. planted 
a seed. I walked in to see stacks of towering, 

brushed aluminium-fronted boxes, festooned 
with buttons and switches, lit with the warm 
glow of their analogue meters. Even the Bee 
Gees blasting out didn't dissuade me - I 
remember being bowled over by rows of 
Wharfedale E-series speakers, their alloy drive 
unit trim rings glinting through their fishnet 
grilles. Hi-fi was, back then, more show than go 
- vast integrated amps with power meters 
flapping struggled to muster the same sort of 
power built into a B&W Zeppelin iPod dock of 
today. But frankly this didn't matter, as it was 
the shock and awe of these massive separates 
with their sparkly fascias and arrays of 
switchgear that fired up my imagination so.

Nowadays however, I find myself in a new 
kind of space race - the need to make a 
harmonious living environment in my own 
house. As a ten year old, apart from owning 
a Lotus Esprit (something I later did, then 
regretted!), my only real ambition in life 
was to make my living space resemble as 
closely as possible the shop window of the 
local Laskys. Now, I feel the opposite - hi-fi 
is something to be heard and not seen. 
Technology for its own sake is no longer 
something to celebrate - it's not about what 
it is, but what it does...

Interestingly. it seems the rest of world 
feels the same way too. Indeed, I think they 
cottoned on to this rather sooner than myself 
and the rest of the hi-fi industry.. Even now in 
some audiophile circles, describing a bit of kit 
as a 'lifestyle' product is a put-down of epic 
proportions. Brands like B&O and Bose are 
ritually ridiculed, as we hi-fi purists walk on by 
with an air of superiority. But it's increasingly 
the case that these are the only audio stores on 
the high street. There's a message in there 
somewhere, methinks ...

That's why I applaud the industry's embrace 
of 'style systems', 'one boxers' or 'all-in-ones'. 
Call them what you will, but they're a wholly 
good thing. Finally. after years of failing to 
read the commercial weather, mainstream 
hi-fi manufacturers are making lovely 
sounding, pretty looking systems that don't 
take over your living room. The buying public 
won't applaud us for this, they'll just wonder 
what took us so long? You and I, dear reader, 
can still have our fan with sexy separates in the 
meantime, while discerning casual buyers can 
experience a taste of the high life with quality 
one-box systems. Let's hope the market for 
them takes off!

I remember 
being bowled 
over by rows of 
Wharfedale 
E-series speakers, 
their alloy drive 
unit trims glinting 
through their 
fishnet grilles.
Hi-fi was, back 
then, more show 
than go...

and Hi-Fi Choice editor

WHAT 00 YOU THINK?
Will the rise of style systems usher in the 
end of the audiophile era? Tell us your 
thoughts: letters@hiflchoice.co.uk
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OPINION

Impending process
Cables are a controversial subject: do they make a difference? 
Richard Black investigates one way in which they do...

he sad death in November of Tommy 
Jenving, founder and proprietor of 
Supra Cables, prompts us to reflect 
that in the thirty-five years since 

Supra was set up as just about the first specialist 
audiophile cable manufacturer, we have not fully 
figured out what it is about cables that makes 
them sound 'different'. Those inverted commas 
acknowledge that fact that, indeed, not all 
commentators accept that cables do sound 
different, within sensible bounds of design. 
Some say we are all kidding ourselves; some, 
that differences are due to the way equipment at 
either end of a cable reacts to the cable's 
electrical characteristics.

As usual, the truth is almost certainly 
somewhere in-between. From a scientific/ 
engineering viewpoint, there have been many 
theories, hypotheses and outright guesses at 
what makes for a good cable, but one particular 
bit of electronics engineering is often dragged 
into the discussion without full explanation: 
impedance matching.

The whole concept of impedance matching 
is rather arcane and far from being intuitively 
obvious, even if you know a bit about electtonics. 
Impedance means the relationship between 
voltage and current in a circuit. A simple resistor 
has a constant impedance, meaning that a 
higher voltage causes a higher current to flow 
through it. A capacitor or inductor has a 
frequency-dependent impedance. At DC, a cable 
has next to no impedance - you generally specify 
a cable so that current flows freely in it. A cable 
with a finite impedance sounds like a bad idea. 
Surely you would be losing energy every inch 
of the way in one of those?

It turns out though, that at very high 
frequencies a cable does have a finite impedance, 
and that means from one conductor to the other. 
Actually at DC the impedance from one 
conductor to the other should be infinite, or 
current is leaking across, and in most real cables 
that's effectively true. At radio frequencies, 
however, the series inductance (tendency of the 
cable's conductors to resist the flow of rapidly- 
alternative current) and shunt capacitance 
(tendency of the cable's insulator to allow a 
flow of rapidly-alternating current) interact to 
make it appear that there is a fixed resistance 
between the conductors.

Impedance matching
Unlike a real resistor, this impedance doesn't 
actually dissipate any energy.. But funny things 
happen around it. Most importantly, if at least 
one of the ends of the cable is not terminated 

in the same impedance, high-frequency 
alternating current doesn't simply travel down 
the cable and get absorbed by the load, as is 
the case at DC. Instead, it bounces back along 
the cable, giving an effect called 'ringing'. This 
does cause signal loss and all sorts of undesirable 
side effects, even damage to equipment.

I must stress though, that this only really 
applies at very high frequencies, where the 
wavelength of the signal is comparable to the 
length of the cable. For a cable one-metre long, 
that means a minimum of SOMHz (the frequency 
at which a quarter-wavelength equals the cable 
length). That's over two-thousand times the 
highest frequency we can hear. Hence the 
argument over whether it's significant, even 
slightly; in audio applications...

The funny thing is, however, that if you model 
a cable as simply one series inductance (plus a 
little resistance) and one shunt capacitance, 
and analyse its behaviour, the flattest frequency 
response is achieved when impedance is 
matched at at least one end. It's neither useful 
nor correct to go on about 'signal reflections' 
such as happen at radio frequencies, but even 
without invoking such things, impedance 
matching turns out to be valid at any frequency. 
That doesn't mean it's necessary though, as the 
degree of frequency response imperfection we're 
looking at without it may be tiny fractions of a 
dB. In addition, the output driving the cable 
'sees' a purely resistive load, which is generally 
best for ensuring predictable behaviour.

In digital audio interfaces, where signal 
frequencies are certainly into the MHz range, 
impedance matching is standard practice, at 
least approximately. It's rare in analogue 
interfaces, not least because it assumes a 
load-driving ability beyond the reach of most 
line outputs, while in speaker cables it involves 
very high capacitance which is tricky to 
implement. Al the same, it can be done and, 
while possibly overkill, allows one to say that 
one more 'i' has been dotted or another 't' 
crossed - always a nice feeling!

From a scientific 
viewpoint, there 
have been so 
many theories, 
hypotheses and 
outright guesses 
at what makes a 
good cable...

Prolific musician, talented recording 
engineer and experienced reviewer

Do cables soup up your sound, or just tie 
upyour upgrading budget? What's your 
experience? letters@hifichoice.co.uk
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REAL STORES • REAL PEOPLE • REAL PRODUCTS • REAL VALUE

44 STORES 
NATIONWIDE

Aberdeen" 01224 252797

Basingstoke" 01256 324311

Blackpool" 0 I 253 300599

Bolton 01204 395789

Brentwood" 01277 264730

Brighton (Hove)" 01273 733338

Bristol° 0 I 17 974 3727

Bromley 020 8290 1988

Camberley^ 01276 685597

Cambridge^ 01223 304770

Cardiff" 029 2022 8565

Chelsea" 020 7352 9466

Cheltenham/ 01242 241171

Chorteywood (Watford)" 0845 5046364

Enfield" 020 8367 3132

Epsom/ 0 I 372 720720

Exeter" 01392 218895

Glasgow^ 0141 332 9655

Guildford 01483 536666

Holborn 020 7837 7540

Kingston 020 8547 0717

Lancaster^ 01524 39657

Leeds (Wetherby) 01937 586886

Laughton 020 8532 0770

Maidstone^ 0 I 622 686366

Manchester^ 0 I 61 839 8869

Norwich" 01603 767605

Nottingham" 01 15 911 2121

Oxford" 01865

Poole^ 01202 671677

Portsmouth 023 9266 3604

Preston^ 01772 883958

Reading" 0118 959 7768

Sevenoaks 01732 459555

Sheffield" 0 I 14 255 5861

Southampton^ 023 8033 7770

Swansea" 01792 474608

Swindon^ 01793 558003

Tunbridge Wells 01892 531543

Warrington^ 01925 632179

Weybridge 01932 840859

Witham (Essex) 0 I 376 501733

Worcester" 01905 619059

YeoviC 01935 700078

Unbelievable value on these systems and more!
Prices may be even LOWER on our website - which is updated daily - please check

£749
OR LESS!

MARANTZ
CD6004CD Player & PM6004 Amplifier*
MONITOR AUDIO
BRONZE BX2 Speakers Save £119

AUDIOLAB
8200 CD Player & 8200 Amplifier
KEF r
0300 Speakers !

£799
OR LESS!

PIONEER
BOP-140
30 Blu-ray Player
VSX-921 AV Receiver
TANNOY
HTS-101 Speaker Package Save £378

£1699
OR LESS!

Save £208

PANASONIC
OMP-BOT210
30 Blu-ray Player
ONKYO
TX-NR609 AV Receiver
QACOUSTICS
07000 Speaker Package Save £228

For MORE system package deals go to www.SSAV.com

%• EX-DISPLAY 
• OPEN BOX 
• END-OF-LINE

OFF CLEARANCE
Hundreds of items to clear! For all the latest go to www.SSAV.com

PLEASE NOTE: SOME BRANDS/PRODUCTS ARE NOT AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. SALE/SPECIAL OFFERS ARE NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER (NICWAOO). WHILE STOCKS LAST. ADVERT VALID UNTIL 31/01/2012. E&OE 
* MARANTZ CD6004 / PM6004 SOLD AT £309.90 EACH. ' THESE STORES ARE EITHER LICENSED OR FRANCHISED AND OPERATE UNDER A LICENCE AGREEMENT TO SEVENOAKS SOUND & VISION.

www.SSAV.com SEVENO3<S
SOUND & VISION

http://www.SSAV.com
http://www.SSAV.com
http://www.SSAV.com


YAMAHA
ESSAV 

.COM

£279
OR LESS!

SAVE 
.£120.

CANTON
MOVIE 125 MX AV SPEAKER PACKAGE
Comprises four identical satellite speakers. a larger centre speaker 
and active subwoofer:
ALSO AVAILABLE: KEF KHTISOS &TANNOY HTS-101KEF KHT2005.3 & T205ALSO AVAILABLE:

KEF H
KHT3005SE AV SPEAKER PACKAGE 
A high performance and morn-friendly 5.1 home cinema system 
using KEPs sit anywhere' Uni-Q technology.

ESSAV 
.COM

YSP-2200 SOUNDBAR
Yamaha's award-winning Digital Sound Projector is low 
profile enough to frt neatly in front of a TV and is 3D 
compatible (HDMI V.1.4a).
ALSO AVAILABLE: YSP-4100 &YSP-5 I 00

so MUCH MORE AT 
www.SSAV.com 
PRICES UPDATED DAILY

£139
OR LESS!

£1991
OR LESS!

DENON DBP-2012UD UNIVERSAL DISC PLAYER
Enjoy exceptional sound and prcture quality from many formats 
including SACD. DVD-Audio, 3D Blu-ray and f'Jur home network
ALSO AVAILABLE: SONY BDP-S380 & BDP-S780

DENON AVR-1912 AV RECEIVER
This AV recerver r-. both intuitive and easy to use and gets the 
most out of your rnovies. music and games.
ALSO AVAILABLE: DENON AVR-2312 & AVR-3312

PANASONIC DMP-BDT210 lD BLU-RAY PLAYER
This award-winning 3D player offers everything you could possibly 
hope for in a Bv-: óy player:
ALSO AVAILABLE: DMP-BDTI I 0 & DMP-BDT3 I 0

PIONEER SC-LX85 AV RECEIVER
This AV receiver meets all the popular needs including Apple AirPlay 
for wirelessly ct^e^ing music from any compatible device.
ALSOAVAILABLE: PIONEERYSX-921 &YSX-LXSS

PIONEER BDP-LX54 3D BLU-RAY PLAYER
The BDP-LXS4 Blu-ray player features playback support for 3D 
Blu-ray discs along with advanced multi-channel audio.
ALSO AVAILABLE: PIONEER BDP-140 £129 OR LESS!

YAMAHA RX-A810 AV RECEIVER
Yamaha's range of AV receivers include many performance enhanc
ing tc¡-yt and innovative festures.
ALSO AVAILABLE: YAMAHA RX-Y671 & RX-A3010

£1199'
OR LESS!

FREE
CHORD COMPANY 

CHAMELEON PLUS (IM) 
.INTERCONNECT CABLE.

SAVE 
.£699

ROKSAN KANDY K2 CD I AMPLIFIER
Thrs award-winnrng system delrvers the sort of performance that 
will satisfy both the musrc aficionado and the hi-fr enthusiast.
ALSO AVAILABLE: ROKSAN CASPIAN M2

CYRUS CD6SE • 6XP CD I AMPLIFIER
Don't miss the opportunity to buy this award-winning CD and 
amplifier package.
ALSO AVAILABLE: CYRUS CD8SE & 8XPd QX

YAMAHA CD-S300 ^A-S300 CD I AMPLIFIER
Outstanding value CD and amplifier package comprising the
Yamaha CD-5300 and matching A-5300 integrated amplifier
ALSO AVAILABLE: ARCAM FMJ CDl7 & FMJA18

DENON D-M38DAB CD RECEIVER
Enjoy outstanding performance wrth Denon's multi-award winning 
integrated CD, amplifier and DAB tuner system.

MARANTZ M-CR603 CD NETWORK RECEIVER
Features CD playback a DAB'DAB+/FM/AM tuner along wwith a 
USB connection and network via its ethemet port

ARCAM SOLO MINI I MUSO CD I DAB SYSTEM
Provides the perfect answer for those who crave high quality re
production from a compact system.

www.SSAV.com

http://www.SSAV.com
http://www.SSAV.com


PANASONIC

SMARTy i g
32" 37’

, 42" SO'

£SSAV 
.COM ,

30 LEOTV
DT30 ........................

PLASMATV
G30.....................

.£2199
L OR LESS! .JVC DLA-X3

30 PROJECTOR
Experience 3D movies. games and sport 
at home.The D A-X3 D-l tw projector will 
bnng another dimension to your viewing 
enjoyment

ALSO AVAILABLE:
OPTOMA HD33 & HD83
PANASONIC PT-ATSOOOE V

Did you know?
When connected to a suitable network. your VERA 

Connect or Samsung Smart TY can be transformed into 
a central hub for watching the latestYouTube videos, 

catching up with TY shows using BBC iPlayer along with 
gaming, social networking and much more!

30 PLASMA TV
VT30  42" SO" SS" 6S"
GT30............ 42" 46" SO"

LEOTV
E30 
E3

SAMSUNG
D6530 3D LEDTV

GT30 3D PLASMA TV

[awards 2on

SAVE 
£1400

Samsung S0ARTTV

3D LEDTV
D5520 .....................40’
D6530 .....................32’
D7000  40" 46" 55’
D8000..40” 46" 55" 60’
3D PLASMA TV
D8000 .......................5 I

—’ —’ for the lastest led and plasma tv RANGES FROM PANASONIC & SAMSUNG VISIT WWW.SSAV.COM
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£349
OR LESS!

CLAIM 
FREE 
rWAND 

.Worth £49

GENEVA MODEL M
This stylish, award
winning speaker dock 
system will genuinely give 
you hi-fi sound.

ARCAM rCUBE
^ ’̂s award-winning system has 
plenty to offer including wireless 
options andd multiroom potential

B&W ZEPPELIN AIR
Combines good looks with impressive 
sound quality and useful Ai Play features.

MONITOR AUDIO DECK 100
Offering sound quality comparable to the 
cream of the iPod dock crup the curvaceous 
device ticks all the boxes.

VITA R4i
Comprises a multi format CD player 
iPod dock DABIDAB+/FM tuner and 
powerful amplifier/speaker system.

l^twHIrdl aouaD a^o YisiOM

SPENDOR A3 
SPEAKERS
The uitra-compad Spender 
A3 delivers clear 11 sound 
with real low frequency power 
and scale.

KEF KHT7005 
AV SPEAKER 
PACKAGE

KHT7005 rs an elegant 
solutron that minimises clutter 
while oove: -g a spacious. 
accurate and strikingly realistic 
3D pidure that fills all 
but the largest rooms.

[AWARDS 3011
iSSAV

.COM

SONOS
THE WIRELESS Hi-Fi SYSTEM

VELODYNE
CHT-8Q SUBWOOFER

£SSAV
.COM

of the world via Internet twdio.

MARANTZ NA7004 NETWORK AUDIO PLAYER
This Airf'lay"' . . ' - player lets you - । to all
favourite music. whether it’s fium your PC. external hard disc or 
as an FM I DAB radro station broadcast os even on the other

YAMAHA NP-52000 NETWORK AUDIO PLAYER
This Network Player links all your sounces - iPod. Internet radio. 
NAS and much more - with easy access via a web browser or 
even your iPhone.

SAVE
£730.

Please Note: Some brands/products are not available at all 
stores. Sale/Special offers are not in conjunction with any other 
offer (NICWAOO). While stocks last

ADVERT VALID UNTIL 3 I/O 1/2012. E&OE.

Play your digital music all over your house 
without a PC in every room. The award
winning Sonos lets you play your favourite 
tunes all over the house and control them 
from the palm of your hand. You can even 
play cine, ei J songs in different nooms.

Despite its compact size, 
bass output and impact
ALSO AVAILABLE:
CHT-1OQ............£399
CHT-12Q........... £499
CHT-1SQ .....£799

the CHT-8Q delivers phenomenal

DENON DNP-720AE NETWORK AUDIO PLAYER
Enjoy a wide variety of internet radio and on-line digital content 
The DNP-720AE also supporS > . ' so that you - ^~eam 
music from any compatible device.

SAVE 
£340

£3791
OR LESS! W

£299
OR LESS!

TANNOY
MERCURYV4 SPEAKERS
Award-winning compad 
floorstander wrth a beautrfully 

overall balance.

ALSO AVAILABLE:
Q ACOUSTICS 2020i
TANNOY DC6T

SEVENOa<S
SOUND & VISION

http://WWW.SSAV.COM


foPINION

Cheap and cheerful
The audiojumble is a weird world of audiophile wonder.
TimJarman proffers some advice on how to pick a bargain...

veryone knows the traditional way 
to buy hi-fi. You read the reviews 
then go to the dealer. There, you 
listen carefully on the demo room's 

comfy sofa, gulp down the rich roast and nibble 
at the Hob Nobs, then finally make your choice, 
pay and go. This process is almost ideal, and 
works far more successfully than the buy-in
haste, regret-at-your-leisure model of online 
hi-fi shopping that so many are hellbent on 
following these days.

But still, there is another way. Actually, it's not 
really a realistic alternative to buying new 
through a good dealer - instead it's for those 
who either want something they don't make any 
more, or who are a bit short of cash, or indeed 
both! In this case, what you need to do is to 
make a pilgrimage to an audiojumble. For those 
who've never been, the audiojumble is just like a 
jumble sale or a car boot, except that all the 
stalls are piled high with old hi-fi gear [orjunk, 
depending on your point of view -Ed.].

Whether this sounds like heaven or hell to you, 
every proper audiophile should go at least once, 
if nothing else it will make you feel not quite so 
bad the next time your local dealer induces you 
to use your 'flexible friend' more than you'd 
hoped! At the audiojumble, price structures are 
very different - for the cost of a starter cable at 
a dealer you can emerge cowering under any 
number of dusty, smoke-encrusted 'classic' hi-fi 
separates, which may or may not work, 
depending on the cruel hand of fate...

Bargain hunting
Because audio equipment doesn't like getting 
wet, audiojumbles are usually held indoors, 
the provincial theatre or sports hall being the 
favoured types of venue. The really serious tum 
up early and pay a considerable premium to 
get first pick of the stuff, but for the beginner this 
is not recommended; instead I suggest that you 
bide your time and get in as early as you can on 
the cheaper 'late' rate.

The other thing the beginner shouldn't do 
is to take too much money; it is best to treat 
the first visit as a cultural introduction or a 
reconnaissance mission. Just look around and 
see how it all works, watch the deals being done 
and see what sells quickly and what doesn't. 
Remember that there are no auditions here; 
everything is 'sold as seen', so you need to learn 
how to tell the gems from the junk with little 
more than a glance.

This isn't as hard as it sounds, well cared for 
original examples still stand out, even in all the 
crowds and confusion that are an integral part of 

the audiojumble experience. It's not that 
different to buying an old used car - if it 
looks like tat and smells like tat, then don't 
be surprised if it is tat!

Realistic expectations is also important. If you 
think you are going to bag an LP12 for a tenner 
or a nice Leak Stereo 20 for twenty quid then 
you will surely be disappointed, popular stuff is 
always well priced. But there are still a few real 
bargains to be had in this sphere. My advice is to 
go for solid, reliable, but forgotten models to 
start with, most of which will be between twenty 
and thirty years old, and Japanese.

Tuners are a great first audiojumble buy, 
there are always loads to choose from and as 
there is little to go wrong the chances of finding 
something useful are high. Also good to look out 
for are styli, blank media, documentation and 
records, all of which are usually sensibly priced.

More expensive items are best dealt with 
by taking the seller's telephone number and 
arranging a private viewing/audition after 
the show, at this level you really do need to be 
able to check that everything is working and 
above board.

My top tip is always look under the tables; 
this is where the real bargains lurk. Almost 
everything; gets cheaper as the day draws to a 
close as the sellers start to think about loading 
all the unsold kit back into the car to take home 
again, so wait as long as you dare before putting 
your offer in, unless you've found something that 
you've been after for years and that will finally 
make your system (or life) complete! The more 
events you go to the easier it will get and by this 
stage your house will probably be full of junk, 
but don't worry, just get yourself a stall at the 
next audiojumble and sell it all to someone else!

The audioJumble 
experience is not 
that different to 
buying an old car 
-if it looks like tat 
and smells like tat, 
then don't be 
surprised if it is tat!

Electronics engineer, classic kit collector
and authorofBeocentrial.com and
Walkmancentral.com

Snaffled any bargains at the audiojumble? 
Why not tell us what you got?
letters@hifichoice.co.uk
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OPINION

Match making
Jimmy Hughes argues that there's more to getting a great 
system sound than sparkly bass, treble and midband...

N o doubt about it. We all want better 
sound. That goes without saying. But 
what exactly do we mean by better? 
Louder, sharper, faster, cleaner,

deeper? For many, better means having more of 
what they already have. But is that it?

Of course, getting your hi-fi to sound louder or 
sharper isn't in itself a bad thing. Trouble is, you 
get used to such 'improvements' very quickly. It's 
like travelling at high speed; exhilarating at first, 
but all too soon the sensation of speed vanishes. 
More worthwhile, in my view, are the sort of 
changes and improvements that grant you extra 
insight into the music. Sometimes you listen to a 
piece of music and everything suddenly makes 
sense, as you find you're able to follow the ebb 
and flow of the performance.

Good music usually has a narrative. A hi-fi 
system determines how readily you're able to 
discern this. A simple test of a hi-fi system's 
worth is whether or not it enables you to get 
inside a new and unfamiliar piece of music the 
first time you listen to it. If you have to play a 
new album a dozen or more times before it starts 
to make sense, either the music's very difficult, 
it's risible, or your hi-fi system isn't 
communicating. But what exactly is it that 
makes a hi-fi system communicate?

Having quality individual components is 
important, but not essential; we've all 
encountered hugely expensive systems that 
sounded disappointing - a group of talented 
all-stars failing to gel as a team. Working-well 
together is far more important. But it goes 
further than that. Your chosen system also needs 
to work well in your listening room. Sad to say, 
getting a great sound is partly down to luck - 
having the right items, correctly set-up, in a 
sympathetic room.

The penny drops
Curiously, whether or not a hi-fi system allows 
you to discern the narrative in music is not 
always immediately apparent when you first 
listen. It sort of creeps up on you. Often, a period 
of time is required before the penny drops. 
A day or two after you replaced your speaker 
cables, or installed that new mains conditioner, 
you suddenly notice the music casting a spell 
and drawing you in as never before. Is it 
imagination, or has there been a profound shift 
in performance? Sure, you thought you heard 
a worthwhile improvement in clarity and detail 
when you first made the change. But now 
you're hearing a difference that's deeper and 
more fundamental - something difficult to 
put into words.

Suddenly, the music seems to mean more. 
Rather than just a collection of sounds, you sense 
the connectedness of each individual instrument 
and voice. The performance coheres, resulting in 
something greater than the sum of the parts. 
Annoyingly, this ability to recreate the ebb and 
flow of the music is not determined by hi-fi 
things like floor-shaking bass, or brilliant 
scintillating highs. Nor is it related to how loud 
you're able to play things.

So, what is it that gives a hi-fi system theX 
Factor? Frankly, it's something of a mystery; 
frustratingly elusive to pin down. But usually it's 
a combination of several things...

An even balance between bass and treble 
extremes is a good starting point. Wide 
bandwidth may be desirable, but a fast extended 
top-end is not beneficial unless matched by 
equally capable low frequency performance. A 
natural unexaggerated tonal balance is 
advantageous. While a bright forward peaky 
sound is often exciting and superficially 
impressive, it risks tiring the ear. Accurate timing 
is essential in order to recreate rhythmic thrust 
and forward momentum. Last but not least; 
clarity. Can two or three voices sing out, yet 
retain their separation and individuality? Can 
you always hear subtle background instruments 
behind the leading instrument or voice, no 
matter how dominant the latter might be?

Being able to follow every subtle strand at all 
times is key to this. It means your ear can track 
each part of the music with much greater ease, 
thereby making the experience of listening 
comfortable and relaxing, as well as informative.

Being able to 
follow every 
subtle strand in 
the music at all 
times is key to a 
comfortable and 
relaxing listening 
experience...

JIMMY HUGHES
Classical music buff, sage audiophile and 
hif reviewer of four decades standing

WHAT 00 YOU THINK?
Does your system do what you bought it 
for? Tell us at: letters@hifichoice.co.uk
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RETRO

Apresski
Yamaha's TC-8ooGL 'ski-slope' cassette deck blazed 
a new trail for tape in the early 1970s, says Tim Jarman...

„ _ _ ere this the very first issue 
* try of Hi-Fi Choice, we'd no

doubt be mnning an 
expensive high-end 

network music player on the front 
cover. Inside, there would be copious 
coverage of digital streaming solutions 
and hi-res downloads. Warp back 
trytry-seven years to when Hi-Fi 
Choice really did launch, and there 
was only going to be one cover 
star - the sexiest, sassiest product of 
the moment, Yamaha's TC-800GL 
cassette deck...

In 1974, 'Compact Cassette' was the 
word on everyone's lips, just as 
streamers are now. Indeed, there are 
interesting parallels; streamers have 
their origins in lowly compressed file 
formats (the very first Squeezebox 
primarily played MP3) and cassette 
had also hitherto been a lo-fi dictation 
medium, not originally purposed for 
audiophile use.

The Yamaha TC-800GL was at the 
vanguard of the new wave of decks 
that changed all this, bringing high 
style and fine sonics to the previously 

overlooked little tape format. A 
stunning machine representing 
the spirit of the age, it was the perfect 
product for our very first issue.

The early nineteen seventies 
was a high time for Yamaha. 
A company very much on the 
ascendent, it had just launched an 
exotic new V-FET power amplifier 
(the B-1), loudspeakers using 
high-tech Beryllium drive units 
(NS-1000) and, of course, one of the 
best FM tuners ever made (CT-7000). 
The TC-800GL was emphatically not 
designed just to make up the numbers 
in the corporate product portfolio.

For styling, as was the vogue in the 
Japanese auto industry back then, 
Yamaha looked to Italy For this 
project it hired industrial designer 
Mario Bellini, the chief design 
consultant to the office equipment 
manufacturer Olivetti, to come up 
with a bold new look for a cabinet to 
house the latest Japanese electronics. 
Like much of Bellini's work the 
TC-800G& most noticeable feature 
was an inclined control panel, whose 

With its wedge 
profile and unusual 
slider controls, 
the TC-8ooGL was 
a bold design 
statement back 
in 1974

purpose was to make the controls 
clear and usable, whether the 
machine was placed on a high shelf or 
a low table.

In colour, materials and detailing the 
deck looked more European than 
Japanese. Removing the usual plastic 
wood, chintzy anodised aluminium 
and fussy graphics, somehow elevated 
it above the Oriental norm. Interesting 
parallels can be drawn with Bellini's 
ET SSP adding machine for Olivetti, 
which shares basic cues, colours and

Yamaha's
TC-800GL 
brought high 
style and fine 
sonics to the 
previously 
overlooked 
cassette format...
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RETRO 1

LilLrLitl M»CASSETTE DECKS
AUNIOUECONSUMERGUIDETOE1OOSTEREOOECKS

BY ANGUS M'KENZIE

I

materials with the Yamaha. Its amusing little quirks included sliding controls that formed a sort of staircase and worked backwards (the effect of each was increased by moving it from right to left) and an oval cassette window, which wasn't quite in the centre of the mechanism beneath, making the spools appear pushed over to one side...Technically the TC-800GL was a fine machine. It shared its transport mechanism with a number of other quality decks form the period, most notably B&O's first high-performance cassette recorder, the Beocord 2200. This transport was driven by an electronically controlled Matsushita motor and this made it possible for Yamaha to offer a user pitch control (operative on playback only), an unusual feature to find on a cassette deck. Two W meters were fitted, intentionally with slow ballistics to give an average level reading; a system of red and green lights at approximately -3dB and + 3dB in each scale augmented them to give peak programme levels. The system made level setting a breeze.The ability to operate from mains power, as well as an external 12V DC source and internal dry batteries, allowed for considerable operational flexibility It made the machine a rival for quality portables such as the Sony TC-153SD, as well as for traditional domestic decks - although the shape of the cabinet and the lack of a handle or strap made it less than ideal as a portable recording tool. In this respect, it's unclear why Yamaha bothered to give it battery operation.
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LIKE THIS BEFORE.Marti at < Wlw Umm Ir^ TOttOGI.StrnoCmti D^CITO p*”« VATThe previously mentioned Sony and B&O models, both of which were cheaper than the TC-800GL, offered virtually wear-proof ferrite heads, but the Yamaha made do with hard Permalloy, meaning that head wear is an issue with a well used example. This is its major weak spot.A listening test reveals the TC- 800GL to be an even-handed performer, whose strengths are well- balanced equalisation and stable tape speed. This gives prerecorded cassettes a spacious and fluid nature, free from the usual confused imaging and wobbly sounding long notes, which are usually features of the cassette decks of this period. It does not have a particularly extended top end, but what is there is presented without undue emphasis of any one part of the music. These are good results from what is, styling aside, a fairly conventional model.

Al Stewart's classic album Year Of 
The Cat sounded just right on the Yamaha, as the machine managed to easily convey the recording's warmth and the delicacy of much of the instrumentation. Sand In YOur Shoes in particular, demonstrates the strengths of the design, with the stable transport providing the necessary support for the track's bouncing rhythms.Originally the TC-800GL was set up to work with Sony Ferrichrome and Nakamichi KR (chrome) tapes, as well as basic ferric (Maxell UD), and as neither of these two rather exotic formulations is available any more, it's best to stick to IEC type 1 stock for recording. Modem TDK D is all you

above left; the 
TC-BooGUs (then) 
ultra-contemporary 
styling earned it 
the role of cover 
star of the very 
first HAR Choice 
magazine back in 
1975. Above right; 
the Yamaha was 
marketed as an 
aspirational, ultra 
high end cassette 
deck with a price 
tag to match..
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really need then; with this a well- preserved example will produce bright and powerful sounding recordings if the red and green indicator lights are used correctly as a guide to the recording level.Modem TDK SA was less successful, it seemed to struggle with the higher demands of recording on IEC II type tapes and the results lacked the overall polish of the ferric tape recordings. It's a reminder that back in 1974, even high-end decks such as this still struggled to achieve performance levels that we took for granted ten years later.Their designer status makes these Yamahas expensive as a used buy and as ever with cassette decks, evidence of recent maintenance is the hallmark of a quality example in preference to long term storage. The condition of the cabinet and controls is also critical, as the neat appearance is the main reason for the TC-800GEs continuing popularity.
As we've already pointed out, head wear is a problem, so prospective purchasers should always remove the cassette door (it unclips upwards for cleaning) to check for a groove worn through the head face by the passing of the tape. Sluggish mechanical functions point to wear in the belts and idlers; not catastrophic but the construction of the transport and the slightly unusual layout of the parts inside the cabinet mean that overhaul isn't really something for the beginner.Electronically, the news is better; there are no particular weak points other than the usual cassette deck problem of dirty contacts in the record/playback switches that should respond to a carefully applied dose of cleaning spray.Right now, there's something of a cassette revival going on - prices of the more exotic machines are creeping up on eBay faster than the cost of living in the nineteen seventies. Predictably, the biggest 'buzz' is around Nakamichis, but the Yamaha TC-800GL is just as interesting in its way and deserves no less respect.Thanks in some small part to the Yamaha, 'tapes' caught on so much that by 1988 they were outselling LPs, a feat that CD didn't pull off for another few years. It was, by any reading of history, a leading wedge design. •
WHAT OO YOU THINK?
Do you prefer cassette portables to iPods?
If so, tell us why: letters@hifichoice.co.uk
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Cloudbusting
It's only months since the advent of Apple's Cloud and the Cupertino company has 
now extended the concept with iTunes Match. Patrick Cleasby signs up...

pple, just in case you hadn't 
noticed, wants to be a key player 
in your music listening lifestyle. 
Anyone with even a passing interest 

in consumer audio technology will have noticed 
by now that the late Steve Jobs' corporation 
has been getting progressively closer to being 
a 'one stop shop' for your music purchasing, 
storage and even (to a lesser extent) playing.

First we had the iPod, and the iTunes software 
that linked to it so seamlessly, then it was the 
iTunes Music Store which made - arguably 
for the first time - buying music online simple 
and safe. Then came, more recently, the 
iCloud which began to store lots of your digital 
lifestyle data on a virtual 'cloud'. This meant 
that whatever your Apple device, all your stuff 
was there for you effortlessly.

Well, meet iTunes Match - the logical result of 
living in the iCloud. Essentially, it's MobileMe 
for music lovers, giving you easy access to all 
your iTunes music across a variety of mobile 
machines, all managed for you by that great 

digital music librarian in the sky (well, in truth 
this amounts to some clever software and a 
welter of massive data farms, likely located in 
the middle of a desert, somewhere)!

Make no mistake - while on the face of 
it iTunes Match is just another handy extra 
feature that your Apple device will possess 
- this is a step change in the development 
of music distribution and use. It's another 
example of the power of Steve Jobs' will over 
the US recording industry. Lest we forget, he 
dragged them (kicking and screaming in some 
cases) into using the internet to sell music - 
with customary Apple ease-of-use, of course. 
And then he persuaded them to drop the 
requirement for our downloaded tracks to 
use Digital Rights Management. Finally, he 
has got the American music industry on board 
with the central concept of iTunes Match.

Having been available in the US for a 
few months as a $25 per person per year 
'subscription' model, it's now here in the 
UK for £21.99. Unlike Spotify, you are not 

subscribing to all the music you can eat, you 
are subscribing to all your own music, any time, 
any place, anywhere! I can just hear the sound 
of salespeople the world over gnashing away 
their teeth at the thought of charging people 
for what they've already got!

The point is, of course, that it's much more 
than that. You can allocate ten devices, five of 
which can be computers, to access shiny new, 
highish quality, ORM-free versions of your 
existing music collection (up to 25,000 tracks, 
not including iTunes purchases). This saves you 
endless faffing around transferring files across 
machines, bringing all your music to your 
fingertips, wherever you may be and whatever 
machine you're using.

Fascinatingly, Apple (and implicitly the 
Recording Industry Association of America) 
have adopted a 'don't ask, don't tell' approach 
to where all those tracks came from. So even 
if, let's say, some of your older MP3s came into 
your possession through certain file sharing 
sites which have subsequently been adjudged
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to have been highly illegal (you know the 
ones!), Apple will replace them with kosher 
ones, presumably returning some cash to 
the beleaguered industry!

The downside is that currently what Apple 
are offering you is its 'iTunes Plus' quality from 
the iCloud. This means 256kbps AAC, which 
is very decent sound as compressed files 
go, but it's still a good way from CD-quality - 
frequency extremes are a little curtailed, stage 
depth slightly flattened, and there's a loss of 
atmosphere and low level detail. Even files in 
lower bitrates, or different formats, will be all 
'levelled up' to 256kbps, which is good news. 
But there's still a question mark about Apple 
Lossless (ALAC); in late October Apple made 
this previously proprietary codec truly open 
source. This begs the question of where they're 
next going to back up the music industry's 
desire to scrap CD, move to lossless (and 
hopefully even 24-bit) internet sales...

Personally my iTunes library building 
effectively ceased five or so years ago; since 
then I have since been running up a FLAC 
version of it because of the superior sound 
possible and, of course, FLAC's good metadata 
handling. But for the purposes of this feature 
I revisited my iTunes collection, digging out a 

terabyte of Apple Lossless, chopping it down 
to just shy of 25,000 tracks in order to 'stress 
test' the iTunes Match process. What I did not 
do is carefully prepare my metadata tags, as 
I knew they were in pretty good shape, being 
almost exclusively the result of 2004-era iTunes 
lossless rips from CD.

Others won't be so lucky and may have less 
complete tagging; in this case there are tools 
available online to help give better Matching. 
I can't stress enough how important it is to 
get your metadata as accurate as possible, 
because it speeds the iTunes Matching 
process. So if you've got loads of old MP3s 
of - shall we say - dubious parentage, then 
it's definitely a good idea to clean up the track 
names as best you can.

Getting going
For such a big thing, the iTunes Match process 
is ridiculously easy to initiate, with just one 
menu option to turn it on. This done, however, 
it takes a significant amount of time to process 
at the maximum library size - effectively a 
weekend. Saturday daytime is the library 
analysis time, Saturday night is the Match 
run, and Sunday is left for the fiddly process 
of dealing with exceptions. It attempts to bulk 

upload your unmatched tracks, but appears 
to actually put the master version in the Cloud 
- so if you've got lots of big Apple Lossless 
files, it takes ages. (I do wonder whether 
this will one day mean we can get Lossless 
versions of tracks we only ever previously had 
in compressed format-that would be a gift to 
audiophiles). At this point, you also have to get 
familiar with the new iTunes column of iCloud 
Status - 'errors' can be forced to upload using 
group selects and context menus.

You are subscribing to your 
own music, any time, any 
place, anywhere...

The joy of iTunes Match is, of course, that 
depending on the quality of your metadata 
tags, if iTunes recognises your tracks and 
has them, Apple don't have to hold them 
separately for each customer, and neither 
does the customer have to upload them as 
part of the Match process. You simply get 
down the master 256kbps version from iTunes 
- and increasingly this will not have been 
created from a CD rip, but from a nice high- 
quality 24-bit master. ►
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“Hart, We Love Sound!”

September 8th, 2010 
by Jason Kennedy 
Source: HiFi+

yoriart

The Hart EVO1 
Dual Monitor 
Modular 
Loudspeaker

“Hart has delivered a true 
high sensitivity speaker 
without the difficulties 
inherent with horn systems. 
No wonder the Quad amp 
sounded so sweet”

See the full review, gallery 
and prices at www.hartaudio.com 
or telephone + 44 (0)1983 612 924 
Give 'em a google too!
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FEATUREiTUNES MATCH
And now to testing the many ways in which 

iCloud music tracks can be downloaded. On a 
personal level, the new iTunes Match system 
has justified my decision not to spend all 
that extra money on a 64GB iPhone 4S- as 
my 16GB model now proudly boasts that it 
‘contains' 25,000 tracks! What it means is that 
once logged into the iTunes Music Store, and 
with the option set to display all Cloud tracks 
not just the ones on the device, any time I am 
on wi-fi I can download any of my albums at 
will - and they will remain on the device until 
it fills up, in which case the least recently used 
will drop off again.

I n practice this works pretty much flawlessly. 
Tracks not yet downloaded have the Cloud logo 
next to them, and once you tap to download, 
the familiar Store download process kicks 
in - a little play button is surrounded by a 
rapidly-filling circular download progress icon. 
I downloaded the first three Thomas Dolby 
albums (all matched, not uploaded), fired 
up my Etymotic ER4i earphones with custom 
moulds and actually listened to an iPhone for 
one of the first times ever...

I was delighted with the results. While the 
device is brightly voiced, I listened to all three 
albums without getting fatigued and skipping, 
so the quality of the Matched files is very 
good. The one caveat is that the Golden Age 
of Wireless and The Flat Earth albums weren't 
remasters in my original, but sounded like the 
remasters in the iCloud version - as evidenced 
by the fact that Astronauts and Heretics, as yet 
unremastered, sounded way quieter. This will 
annoy some purists, but it can be dealt with by 
deleting the matched Cloud version, tagging 
differently and forcing an upload of the less 
compressed original versions.

Finally, to test how the uploads based on my 
own rips sound, I auditioned The Bathers' and

Sweet Deceit, the ornate obtuseness of Chris 
Thompson's baritone voice and the rococo 
arrangements were beautifully represented in 
the 256kbps version iTunes had made for me, 
with great percussion placements and a rich 
bass tone.The experience offinding all this 
conveniently accessible music enjoyable has 
continuedduring the weeks I have been using 
the system. Indeed it's proved very hard to 
fault in any meaningful way.

To all intents and purposes the iPad 2 
functionality replicates the experience on 
the iPhone 4S- after all the memory, 
processing power and network support are 
almost identical; the iTunes Match switches 
in the Settings app certainly are. Not being a 
serious user of music on the device I was 
barely familiar with the new iOS5 Music app 
layout, but the very familiar and easy-to-use 
iTunes Music Store download system is again 
evident here, too. As with the iPhone, filling 
the 16GB iPad with music is an overnight job. 
Sound quality is also comparable.

What would really seal it 
for the audiophile would 
be the addition of lossless 
and true 24-bit support.

The third iOS platform that is fully integrated 
with the iCloud is the latest small black Apple 
1V I run mine over 802.1m Airport in common 
with the other devices, and once logged into 
iTunes, the index of tracks loaded surprisingly 
quickly. While the few music videos of mine 
in the iCloud use the familiar 'start playing 
once some of the movie cache progress bar 
has filled' approach, iTunes Match tracks give 
the appearance of an almost immediate start 
once selected.

Finally, going back to the 'old school' 
approach of having an entire music library on 
your computer, what iTunes Match obviously 
offers (and much less laboriously than the 
ridiculously time-consuming process of 
transcoding an entire lossless library down to 
AAC yourself for mobile use) is the opportunity 
to download all your iCloud tracks to another 
computer, to have a compressed version of 
the entire library. You could even then keep all 
of that and not resubscribe, but why lose the 
convenience? Like broadband internet this is 
the sort of thing you won't miss until you're 
forced to live without it for a while.

Conclusion
I f you subscribe to the iWay of life and are 
a music enthusiast, then iTunes Match is 
a no-brainer; the £2i.99 subscription is a 
worthwhile one, and will continue to be year 
after year. What would really seal it for the 
audiophile community would be the addition 
of Apple Lossless and true 24-bit support. 
This would make iTunes Match a virtually 
compulsory purchase, and part of the gateway 
to 'hi-res' music that we've all been waiting for 
- someone needs to structure it and it may as 
well be Apple! Were this to happen, I for 
one would be on Cloud Nine.

Despite the occasional niggle with bulk 
processing and network performance 
then, I believe that iTunes Match is a great 
innovation. There's also the seductive promise 
of more to come, and it's reasonably priced 
enough to keep you subscribing for the 
ultimate mobile convenience.^

WALKTHROUGH...

Once ITunes has analysed your 
maximum size library for half a 
day, the match process begins—

If the process stops itself, pressing 
the 'Start' button resumes where
It left off

You'll get used to scrutinising the 
iCloud status column, watching it 
do its thing—

Note that only about 75 per cent 
of the library is actually in the 
iCloud at the first attempt...

Not much luck with one of the test 
tracks, by The Bathers!

Sometimes unfathomable things 
happen, such as persistent waiting 
status and the odd duplicate—

After the main upload has 
finished, you can force uploads of 
tracks it had trouble identifying—

Almost done now after 25,000 
tracks, only odds and ends remain!

^ww.hifichoice.co.uk FEBRUARY 2012 llRCholcece 89

ww.hifichoice.co.uk


THE YEAR IN MUSIC: 1974

This musical moment still stands tall almost forty years down the line. From glam rock to 
deathless pop, it was a year that innovated as much as it delivered sensational music. 
Simon Berkovitch pulls on his silver platform shoes and steps back to 1974...

emember a year populated by glam legends, prog rockers and Swedish pop superstars in the making? The year when Hi-FiChoice was a gleam in its publisher's eye, just about to be unleashed on an unsuspecting world? Yes, it's 1974 this month, the moment when your humble music historian made his debut - although you'd never guess it from his byline picture, would you? [Sure, ifyou 
say so Simon' Ed.]

Vinyl snapshotThe music that soundtracked 1974 has certainly made a lasting impression on my own record collection. A much-played vinyl copy of David Bowie's classic Diamond Dogs shares creaking record shelf space with Kraftwerk's mighry Autobahn LP - original embossed sleeve and 'Spaceship' Vertigo label, naturally - along with other less well-known artists from the worlds of glam, krautrock, progressive rock, pop, disco and beyond. This vinyl snapshot is a testament to the longevity and quality of music that blasted out of tiny transistor radios during this year in music - from the daytime pop sounds of'Wonderful Radio l' to the nocturnal underground rumblings of the late great John Peel, filling listeners' ears with mutant sounds from around the world.
ABBA laid claim to the last, drunken dance at wedding 
receptions and small town nightclubs the land over 
with the deathless Dancing Queen...

Although many a serious music enthusiast's high-end listening room (or perhaps for many, 'bedroom at Mum and Dad's place' is more accurate) would have grooved to the sounds of artists like Tangerine Dream and 

Peter Hammill (both million-selling Phaedra and not-so-million-selling The Silent Comer and the Empty Stage hit the racks during this year), it's the singles charts that truly reflect the often eccentric tastes of the nation's record buyers. You'll find a roll call of the year's gold medallists elsewhere (see Singles Club opposite), but just one name is the yardstick by which pop success is forever measured: ABBA.
ABBA magicWho'd have thought that the much-derided, proto-X Factor, Eurovision Song Contest would introduce the world to a group that was to dominate the UK's pop charts as far away as the early 1980s, even managing to defeat the hoards of punk rock that snuffed out many of the acts and genres popular in 1974? Appropriately for the Swedish boy-girl quartet, Waterloo won the l 9th Eurovision, as the songwriting team of Benny Andersson and Bjorn Ulvaus was about to wage war on the British pop charts.By the end of ABBAs nm - 1981's underrated The Visitors LP; a break-up album to rival Fleetwood Mac's titanic Rumours LP for washing one's dirty linen in public - the group had managed an astonishing nine UK top ten singles, starred in their own film 
(l977's ABBA: The Movie) and laid claim 

to the last, drunken dance at wedding receptions and small town nightclubs the land over with the deathless Dancing Queen.Can you imagine this year's winner of The X Factor, Little Mix leaving such a legacy?

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
What's yourfavouriteyear in music?
Tell us at letters@hiflcholce.co.uk

SIMO N BERKOVITC
Music historian, record shop squatter and 
very popular at pub quizzes, Simon lives 
out his love of music though his high-end 
vinyl system.

Errr no, I hope not! Apart from 'The Swedish Beatles', pop's other big event in 1974 is Glam rock, now more of a mainstream proposition since the explosion of the previous year after otherworldly David Bowie and 'Bopping Elf Marc Bolan's ascent to stardom. The genre's second wave owes less to Ziggy Stardust and more to Alvin Stardust - the glam bandwagon had rolled into town and there was a scramble to climb aboard by, as one wag put it, 'bricklayers in eyeliner'. For the likes of Gary Glitter, The Sweet, Mud and the aforementioned Mr Stardust, glam was the last chance saloon to make it big. These acts had been on the scene since the 1960s with limited commercial success.All the aforementioned acts scored massive hits in 1974 - and, dare I say it, some still sound great in 2011 - thanks to their huge radio-friendly sound (often thanks to the production and songwriting team of Chinn and Chapman) and even more memorable BBC Top of the Pops appearances. Who can forget leather-clad and ludicrously be-quiffed Alvin Stardust twirling his microphone stand
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THE YEAR IN MUSIC: 1974

THE MOVIEDIRECTED BY LASSE HALLSTROM 
PRODUCTION POLAR MUSIC INTERNATIONAL 
AB & REG GRUNDY PRODUCTIONS PTY LTD.

Three years after their success at the 1974 Eurovision 
Song Contest, ABBA hit the big screen

FROM WARNER BROS. Q A WARNER COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY 

COPYRIGHT® WARNER BROS 1978

1f wœi Fino -
AnOTHER FOOL
4 „„LIKE HE

CSINGLESCLUB
1974's singles buyers had diverse 
and swiftly changing tastes;
second-wave glam, Europop, soul, 
reggae, teenpop, easy listening 
and disco all reached the 
toppermost of the poppermost 
with a diverse 21 records hitting 
the top spot •••
The New Seekers You Won't Find 
Another Fool Like Me
Mud Tiger Feet
Suzi Quatro Devil Gate Drive
Alvin Stardust jealous Mind
Paper Lace Billy Don't Be A Hero 
Terry Jacks Seasons In The Sun 
ABBA Waterloo
The Rubettes Sugar Baby Love
Ray Stevens The Streak
Gary Glitter Always Yours
Charles Aznavour She
George McCrae Rock Your Baby
The Three Degrees When Will I See 
You Again?
The Osmonds Love Me For A Reason
Carl Douglas Kung Fu Fighting
John Denver Annie’s Song
Sweet Sensation Sad Sweet 
Dreamer
Ken Boothe Everything I Own
David Essex Gonna Make You A Star
Barry White You’re The First, My 
Last, My Everything
Mud Lonely This Christmas

Cthe future is 
CALLING
The new sound of Germany 
embraced new technology with 
searing vision - and helped 
navigate where pop was headed 
into the next decade and beyond.
It's with good reason that many 
so-called krautrock musicians 
(an umbrella term coined by an 
unimaginative British press) are 
revered in electronic circles - 
they were true innovators. Both 
Harmonia and Tangerine Dream are 
prime examples.

Harmonia was a supergroup of 
musicians from the legendary Neu! 
(brilliant guitarist Michael Rother) 
and the fiercely experimental 
Cluster (Dieter Mobius and Hans- 
Joachim Roedelius). Together, 
they fire up the drum machines - 
practically unheard of in 1974-and 
embrace the power of melody on 
debut Music Von Harmonia and 
1975's sublime follow-up Deluxe.

Similarly, the development of 
dance music is unthinkable without 
records like Tangerine Dream's 
Phaedra. A departure from the 
group's experimental rock roots, 
Phaedra still fizzes with invention 

- an exploration of the potential 
of looped patterns generated by 
sequencers and synthesisers. Say 
hello to the future of dance music!
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THE YEAR IN MUSIC: 1974

into the cameras (Jealous Mind) or the probably-swiftly-sacked wardrobe person who let The Sweet's bassist Steve Priest appear in Nazi uniform (Block Buster!)? Fancy a trip down memory lane? There's nowhere to hide on YouTube nowadays...
Hysteric glamourSecond-wave glam was all about having fun and racking up quick hits, but more serious artistic statements were also being made this year by some of pop's sharpest minds. David Bowie's follow-up to 1973's Ziggy-slaying Aladdin Sane was a much darker, more claustrophobic proposition. The first clue that came from the lavish 

esoteric realms, in collaboration with King Crimson guitarist Robert Fripp on 1973's experimental No Pussyfooting album, his first 'pop' outing was the main event for many.From unlikely combinations of musicians, instrumentation and working methods - part of his overall concept of 'Oblique Strategies', used to great effect in his production career - Eno's take on pop was an exciting mutant strain. 1974's resulting Here Come The Warn 
Jets is a classic, as full of great songs as it is audacious invention, demonstrating that - like Roxy Music and David Bowie - pop music doesn't just have to be intellectually barren, vapid entertainment.Lumped in with progressive rock, there's nothing indulgent and hippified about Kraftwerk...
Tomorrow's WorldWhile Eno was one of few blending the boundaries of experimental and popular music in the UK in 1974, there was an entire movement of innovative musicians in Germany in the process of dismantling and reassembling pop, adding some cuttingedge technology to the mix. It's no coincidence that Eno was to collaborate with some of these artists - Harmonia andgatefold picturing a nightmarish half-Ziggy, half canine hybrid - not exactly Starman teen fodder. Bowie originally wanted to adapt George Orwell's landmark novel 1984 to music, but when refused permission by Orwell's estate, created his own dystopian future-world instead.Arguably the bleakest entry to Bowie's astonishing body of work, Diamond Dogs may be one of his most diverse outings - pulling both funk and experimental German music into his orbit - but he retained his ear for a hit, as this album is also home to stone-classic Rebel, Rebel.Despite splitting from Roxy Music the previous year, a restless creative spirit like Brian Eno wasn't going to rest on his laurels for long. Although venturing into more

Cluster - both in concert and on record - but it's Kraftwerk that made the biggest impression on British ears in the mid-1970s with the release of their astonishing Autobahn LPThe title track still sounds like nothing on earth - it's a brilliant amalgam of teutonic Beach Boys harmonies and futuristic electronics, emulating the rhythms and sounds of the motorway. Its full twenty six minute incarnation, taking up the whole of the first side of the same-titled LP, was inevitably lumped in with progressive rock on its release, but there's nothing long-haired, indulgent and hippiefied about Kraftwerk. One look at their memorable appearance the BBC's popular science programme 
Tomorrow's World the following year (also on

YouTube) dispels that notion - four serious, clean-shaven, besuited, short-haired young men are seen casually unveiling the future of music with largely home-built synthesisers and electronic drum pads - Barclay James Harvest this is not!Amazingly for a piece of electronic music, a three-minute version Autobahn was actually a minor hit on the UK charts the following year (number 11) - a considerable feat for musicians whose roots lay in Germany's avant garde music scene, but that catchy melody just cannot be denied. Kraftwerk were to go on to show that they were no novelty 'one hit wonder', now enjoying God-like status among enthusiasts of electronica.Other records beaming out of Germany during this year in music - like Harmonia's inspired, drum machine-heavy debut Musik Von 
Harmonia and Tangerine Dream's synthesiser and sequencer-informed 
Phaedra - are also massively important releases (see 
Electronically yours), but it's Kraftwerk and Autobahn that not only unchained rock and roll from the shacklesof the blues, electric guitars and conventional song structures, but also revealed that the future of music was bright; the future was electronic...That it took British popular music until the early 1980s to catch up is a testament to Kraftwerk's pioneering vision. •
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96 Rimsky-
¿ Korsakov
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Espagnol

97 Peter Gabriel
New Blood Live

97 Zooey Van Goey
Propedor versus 
Wings

M usi cr@w
Hi-Fi Choice's pick of the latest high-quality music releases

Achtung Baby 20th Anniversary Edition
U2

Achtung Baby 
finds the band 
looking to Europe 
ratherthan America.
portentous. Paradoxically, in 
attempting to curb their self
conscious desire to sound epic, 
U2 went and made one of the 
biggest albums of their career.

Bono described Achtung 
Baby as "the sound of four 
men chopping down the 
Joshua Tree". U2's stadium 
grandeur of the previous decade 
stood proudly in a tradition of 
American rock 'n' roll, filtered 
through Celtic fringery.

Achtung Baby finds the band 
looking to Europe rather than 
America. The sound has a more 
metallic, industrial edge and 
the beats clanged with a techno
twinge. This massive, bank
busting six CDs-plus-four- 
DVDs reissue also includes 
the follow-up album, 1993's 
Zooropa, which makes sense 

as a sequel, swiftly recorded 
after the Zoo TV tour which 
accompanied Achtung Baby. 
The remixes by Paul Oakenfold 
and Apollo 440 sound 
somewhat dated, but will 
evoke nostalgic memories 
among those who holidayed in 
I biza at the time.

There's also some real buried 
treasure here. Highlights of 
the deluxe boxset include a 
fabulous acoustic version of 
the album'sfinest song, One, 
work-in-progress demos for 
the original album and a disc of 
previously unreleased rarities 
including several superb songs: 
Heaven And Hell, Blow Your 
House Down and Oh Berlin.

Forget the self-consecration 
and manipulation that never 
seems far away, where U2 are 
concerned, this is a welcome 
reminder that at their best, few 
bands over the last quarter of a 
century have rivalled them. NW 
Standout tracks: One; Zoo Station; 
Until The End OfThe World; Heaven 
and Hell

mercuryrecords.co.uk

**** Mercury

2-CD/Super deluxe 6-CD and 4-DVD/Vinyl box 4-LP

AS THE 19905 DAWNED U2 
must have wondered if pop 
music fashion was about to 
pass them by, leaving them 
stranded as 1980s stadium 
heroes who would never top 
the defining genius of 1988's 
The Joshua Tree.

New upstart bands were lining 
up to displace them in the rock 
pantheon, from sources as far 
apart as 'Madchester' (the Stone 
Roses) and the grunge capital of 
Seattle (Nirvana). Also, the rise 
of rave and dance culture must 
have seemed disconcerting to 
Bono and his cohorts.

Their response was an 
ambitious one. Inspired by the 
momentous political changes 
at the time, as well as the 
shifting musical landscape, 
U2 decamped to a newly 

reunited Berlin and set about 
reinventing themselves on their 
seventh album. The critics were 
suspicious of their motives and 
many dismissed the band's 
new sound as cynical posturing 
ratherthan a genuine makeover.

Two decades on, that 
interpretation seems faintly 
ludicrous. Today, Achtung Baby 
sounds bold, even audacious, 
the sound of a band learning 
how to dance and have fun - 
and acquiring a welcome post
modern sense of irony along 
the way, too.

Despite the political context 
of recording in Berlin, the songs 
were more personal than we'd 
heard before and although some 
of the subject matter was bleak, 
its straightforward honesty 
made U2 sound distinctly less
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Music

RIMSKY-
KORSAKOV
Capriccio 
cspHgnolOwrhnre Ih lfoi '¡¡¿hl0\irturv In n.r hnr\ /rUr-
Chtrmn luflit; \lQUÌHf/"4"'
Russian Easier Oserture'"""""‘"'"
Sni-ir S) mphnin
Gerard Srioiatz

Rimsky-Korsakov
Capriccio Espagnol;
Overtures, May Night; 
The Tsar's Bride, The 
Maid of Pskov
naxos.com

***** Naxos
CD

Rolling Stones 
Some Girls
universalmusic.com

*** Universal/A&M
2-CDs

RECORDED IN 1977/78 
while Keith Richards faced a 
possible prison sentence 
over a drug bust, Some Girls 
contained the band's response 
to both disco (Miss You) and to 
punk (Respectable).

The result was not only the 
band's freshest-sounding set in 
years, it also gave them what 
remains the biggest-selling 
album of their career, a success 
based on the clever linkage 
between the Stones' past and a 
forward-looking sensibility that 
reflected the changing times.

Chuck Berry riffs are updated 
with an effective punk snarl 
and classic rock grooves are 
retooled with dancefloor funk. 
As with the recent Exile On 
Main Street expanded edition, 
many of the previously 
unreleased tracks from the 
1978 sessions on the bonus 
disc have been tarted up with 
new vocals and overdubs. 
That it's hard to hear the join is 
testament to the enduring core 
values that remain at the heart 
of the Stones' sound NW
Standouttracks: Miss You; Respectable; 
BeastOfBurden; Before They Make Me Run

FOLLOWING ON FROM his 
excellent Scheherazade on 
Naxos, Gerard Schwarz and 
the Seattle Symphony give us 
more Rimsky-Korsakov.

The main work is the popular 
Capriccio Espagnol, and this 
receives a broad, weighty 
performance that avoids 
excessive showiness.

Musically, the various 
overtures blend fantasy with 
red-blooded power and the 
disc culminates in a rousing 
account of the Russian Easter 
Festival Overture.

The sound has impressive 
richness and sonority, with 
natural balances. Overall 
the acoustic is spacious 
and rich, while bass is deep 
and powerful. JH
Standout track: 11 Svetliy prazdnik

Mahler
Symphony No 9 
Valery Gergiev, 
London Symphony Orch. 
iso.co.uk

**** LSO Live
CD (hybrid SACD)

IN MANY WAYS this is an 
impressive Mahler 9. The 
orchestral playing is trenchant 
and powerful and the big 
climaxes have real presence. 
At just under 80 minutes, 
Gergiev's account is 
reasonably spacious, and 
for the most part he allows 
the music to unfold logically. 
Yet, for sheer involvement and 
intensity, the old Guilini 
Chicago recording (DG) still 
can't be beat!

The recording sounds good 
and while there's a lack of 
spaciousness due to the dry 
acoustics of the Barbican hall, 
this is less apparent than other 
recordings from LSO Live. 
Tonally, the SACD layer is more 
open and natural, but the CD 
layer sounds very good too. }H 
Standouttrack: 1 Andante Comodo

Noel Gallagher 
High Flying Birds 
noelgallagher.com

*** Sour Mash
CD

BROTHER LIAM may have 
delivered the first post-Oasis 
solo album since the band's 
acrimonious breakup, but 
songwriter-in-chief Noel 
clearly hasn't been twiddling 
his thumbs. His High Flying 
Birds project, basically 
comprised of him and various 
session musicians is a step 
back from Oasis's stadium 
sing-alongs with some 
acoustic balladry, strings and 
quite a lot of Noel's high tenor.

The arching choruses and 
big guitar chords may be 
taking a break, but the sound 
of the record isn't much 
different to standard Oasis 
fare. There's an analogue, 
real band feel and if it's a little 
more polished than in the past, 
that's to be expected from the 
calibre of the musicians. }H 
Standout track: The Death Of You 
And Me; Ifl Had A Gun...

AUDIOPHILE VINYL

The Cars The Cars mofi.com

**** Elektra/Mobile Fidelity 
18ogvinyl

THIS DEBUT FROM
Boston's most successful 
new wave combo was 
released in March 1978 
and went platinum within

the year. It produced three 
top 50 hits in the US and two 
over here and the remaining 
tunes got plenty of airplay 
as welt So even if you think 
you haven't heard it, chances 
are you'll know several of the 
nine tracks.

Their style is catchy, 
but edgy enough to give it 
longevity and influences 
would seem to include 
Television and Elvis Costello, 
specifically the former's 
guitar and the latter's lyrics. 
Althoughthere's plenty 
of synth, this is largely a 
classic line up with some

unusual additions such as 
the country style picking on 
Best Friend's Girl.

This MOFI pressing was 
half-speed mastered from 
the original analogue tapes 
and undoubtedly sounds 
richer than pressings from 
back in the day, though 
whether it has quite as much 
energy is hard to say.

The Cars was an auspicious 
debut from a pop perspective 
but it remains a strong album 
which should appeal to ears 
both old and new. }K 
Standouttracks: Best Friend's 
Girl; Just What I Needed
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MUSIC

©•

HIGH-
RESOLUTION
DOWNLOADS
Thomas Dolby
A Map Of The Floating City
Bowers & Wilkins
***** Bowers & Wilkins
24-bit/ 48kHz

Tom Waits
Bad As Me 
anti.corn/home 
**** Anti/Epitaph
CD

IN HIS LATER YEARS
American troubadour Tom 
Waits seems to have grown 
more cantankerous and out 
there. But his lost-weekend- 
in-a-junkyard sound seemed 
to have just about reached its 
apex on 2004's Real Gone.

For many, Bad As Me's more 
approachable tunes and sound 
will come as a relief, with its 
requisite mix of 'bawlers and 
brawlers', but this time round 
Tom's eased off on the noise, 
giving the songs a bit more 
room to breathe.

Waits has never been one 
for the polished approach to 
audio. The sound of Bad As 
Me may be markedly cleaner 
than on anything since 1999's 
Mule Variations, but there's 
still plenty of pith to get your 
teeth into. DO
Standout tracks: : Back In The 
Crowd; Bad As Me

Phil Spector
The Philies Album 
Collection
legacyrecordings.com
*** *■* Sony legacy
CD

SPECTOR'S IMPRISONMENT 
in 2009 for murder, has 
cast a pall over his artistic 
achievements. Yet objectively, 
it can be argued that his 
behaviour outside the studio 
should not detract from his 
former glory. Six albums 
first released in the 1960s 
by his various girl groups are 
presented here, with a disc of 
B-sides featuring his 'Wall Of 
Sound orchestra'.

The cavernous echo of 
Spector's mini-symphonies 
are cleverly remastered so that 
his trademark sound is given 
sharper definition. The problem 
is that for Spector the hit single 
and not the album was the art 
form, and so there's a high 
proportion offiller. NW 
Standout tracks: Then He Kissed 
Me; He's A Rebel; Walking in The 
Rain; Baby I Love You

Whitesnake
Box O'Snakes The 
Sunburst Years 1972-82 
emimusic.com
*** EMI
11-CD box set

AFTER THE BREAK-UP of
Deep Purple in 1976, singer 
David Coverdale set about 
putting together Whitesnake. 
In later years the band became 
predictable heavy metal 
MTV monsters, but in their 
first incarnation, Coverdale 
crafted a much smarter and 
surprisingly nuanced blues
rock crossover. Between 
1978-82, the band issued 
a prolific set of albums that 
found Coverdale establishing 
himself as Robert Plant's 
closest rival.

From the cover of Bobby 
Bland's Ain't No Love In The 
Heart Of The City to Fool For 
Your Loving, the blues power 
cuts a potent swathe through 
the 92 tracks here. NW 
Standout tracks: Ain’t No Love In The 
Heart OfThe City; Don't Break My 
Heart Again; Would I Lie To You

an in-demand session musician/ 
songwriter during the 1980s with 
tracks like She Blinded Me with 
Science. A Map of. •• , shows how this 
gifted musician has matured.

On this beautifully crafted 24-bit 
recording, Dolby's eclecticism, 
intellect and wry humour get a 
spectacular work-out; no more so 
than in The Toad Lickers, where he 
introduces bluegrass to techno.

The mix of instrumental textures, 
where acoustic meets electronic, 
is perfectly judged and sublimely 
portrayed. His vocals demonstrate 
the sheer finesse of this download. 
MS
Standout tracks: 17 Hills; To the Lifeboat

BLU-RAYDVD

Peter Gabriel New BI ood Live ea91e-rock. corn

***** Eagle Rock
Siu-ray LPCM stereo, Dolby 
Digital 5.1, DTS HDMaster Audio 
IN MARCH PETER GABRIEL 
took to the stage at the 
Hammersmith Apollo backed 
not by a rock band, but his 
New Blood Orchestra, a 46-

piece ensemble with not an 
electric instrument or drum 
kit in sight. They played 22 
songs largely taken from 
Gabriel's back catalogue.

All the favourites are 
included, alongside covers 
of Paul Simon's Boy In The 
Bubble among a handful 
of covers. It was clearly a 
spectacular event which hit 
an emotional high with Biko 
about half way in and built up 
to a crescendo with a rousing 
rendition of Solsbury Hill.

John Metcalfe's 
arrangements shed new light 
on some very strong material,

making it sound fresh without 
undermining the appeal of 
the originals. Gabriel is not 
the strongest of singers, but 
his charisma is key to the 
event's emotional power, 
with backing from Marianne 
Gabriel and Ane Brun.

The event was filmed in 3D, 
but it works well enough in 
2D, too. The sound lacks the 
transparency and imaging 
qualities of the high-res files 
from the studio, but makes up 
for it with wide dynamic range 
and plenty of atmosphere. JK 
Standout tracks: Intruder; Biko;
Solsbury Hill

HOT PICK
L

Zooey Van Goey 
Propellor Versus Wings 
linnrecords.com
***** Chemikal Underground/Linn 
24-bit/48kHz stereo

THIS,A 
second full
length album 
from the four- 
piece indie 
pop ensemble 
completely

fulfils the promise made by their 
album released in 2009, The 
Cage Was Unlocked All Along. 
Just as whimsical and surreal as 
that fine piece of work, it exudes 
increased confidence and poise both 
instrumentally and vocally.

The 24-bit/48kHz recording 
presents the music with all its 
genre-hopping energy intact, well- 
integrated instrumental detail and 
dynamic contrast. The presentation 
is animated, brisk and refreshingly 
natural. Similarly, it renders Kim 
Moore's delightfully winsome vocals 
with appropriate charm. MS 
Standout tracks: You told the drunks I Knew 
Karate; Another Day, Another disaster
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DEALER SYSTEMSDECO AUDIO
Proper SYSTEM 1 - ANALOGUE ALCHEMY

decorum D eco's smallest system might have been the least expensive, but is still a fully

Deco Audio combines a distinctive range of brands 
and equipment to make its unique systems.
EdSelley went along for a listen...

formed example of the complete system concept that Deco advocate. The key features are a carefully chosen front end, suitable valve amplification and relatively sensitive paper driver speakers, connected by specially chosen cabling, all supported on a dedicated rack.

eco Audio is an example of the D increasingly scarce high street audio dealer. Founded by Peter Empson and Mark Orr in April 2010, a portion of the brand portfolio, including Marantz, Rega and Q Acoustics, is suited to inquiries off the street for a cost-effective and capable system in the time-honoured fashion. Peter and Mark have a customer base that extends across a large swathe of the UK and Deco also stocks some very high-end equipment. Indeed, the Deco portfolio is one of the most comprehensive, both in terms of pricing and capability, than we’ve ever featured in Dealer Systems. Deco is also involved in the distribution and production of various types of electronics and accessories.Ale Deco philosophy is extremely clear; Peter and Mark are keen advocates of low- output valve amplification and high-sensitivity speakers, employing paper drivers wherever possible. Where they differ from other dealers, is in the effort that goes into the complete system. Mark has years of experience in the field of rack and support design and Peter has devoted considerable time into developing his own cabling and electronics.Both men feel strongly that simply selecting some electronics and loudspeakers is only half the story. To this end, all three systems they had prepared for me were ‘complete’, and included veiy deliberate choices of stands and cabling.

THE EXPERTS

DICO 
.AUDIO

DECO AUDIO
36 Buckingham Street, Aylesbury, Bucks, 
HP20 2LH, United Kingdom, Tel: 01296 422224, 
decoaudio.com
tsakiridis-d evices.com
talkelectronics.com
edwardsaudio.html 
croftacoustics.co.uk 
usheraudio.com 
nottinghamanaloguestudio.com 
audionote.co.uk
opera-consonance.corn 
audion.co.uk
silvercore.de
cec-international.com

Beyond S*in

WHITE LIES 
RITUAL 
VINYL

JUNIP
FIELDS 
CD

NmN 
SAWNEY 
BEYOND SKIN
VINYL

O

WHITE LIES

RITUAL

Bigger brotherThe source is a £500 Edwards Audio TT2 turntable. This is the bigger brother of the TTl (tested in 
HFC 342) and the design is based on the evergreen Rega Planar line. Peter prefers the Edwards over even the latest Rega RP3 and partnered with the equally classic Goldring 1042, he feels that this combination very is hard to beat at the asking price.The amplifier is a £1,065 Tsakiridis Aeolos. This challengingly titled design is an integrated amp from Tsakiridis Devices, which designs and builds its products in Greece. The line- only device uses a quartet of EL34 output valves for a power rating of 35 watts. The asking price seems incredibly low compared to the fit and finish of the Aeolos. Ale chromed top plate, solid controls and bulky transformers suggest something altogether more expensive.As the Aeolos is line only, the output of the Edwards goes via a Croft MAl phono stage. Croft has something of a cult following and continues to design and build its products entirely in the UK. The 
MRlA is designed to handle moving-magnet stages and, while not as pretty as the Tsakiridis, is still astonishing value at £500.Partnering the electronics are Usher V604s. These £1,150 floorstanders combine sensitivity, sufficient to work well on 35 watts, and the paper drivers that Deco feel are vital to natural tonality. The large, well-finished design also represents strong value-for-money.These components are then mounted on one of Mark's Something Solid equipment racks and wired together with Atlas cabling. The components are interesting and the full system philosophy is in place, but how does it sound?
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DEALER SYSTEMSDECO AUDIO
Utterly unfazed
Sticking Nitin Sawney's Beyond Skin 
on the Edwards, the results are 
immediately and sturartlingly impressive. 
The performance is open, fast and 
utterly unfazed by the massive 
dynamic swings of the piece. There 
is none of softness or bloom that can 
characterise less-expensive valve 
systems and the relatively large Ushers 
have considerable low-end heft.

At the same time, vocals and 
instruments are not defeated or 
pushed back by this bass extension. 
On the contrary, they take centre 
stage and have a richness and vitality 
that is incredibly engaging. Combine 
this clout and delicacy and you have 
something that is incredibly engaging.

Even when the tempo is further 
increased with Fontan's Winterhwila,

this system stays firmly in control 
and adds impeccable timing to an 
already considerable list of talents.

What is interesting, is how difficult 
it is to say with any authority which 
component is contributing what to 
the overall sound. The final result 
is so cohesive and 'right', that 
considerations as to who is the star 
of the show are somewhat irrelevant. 
These are all, undoubtedly, good 
components, but it is the result of 
combining them that makes this 
custom-built system truly special.

Were you to need a digital source 
as well, Peter feels that either the 
baby Consonance CD player, or 
one of Rega's all-star offerings 
would do well in this context and 
it is hard to argue with the reasoning 
for either.

O GOLDRING 1042: 
CARTRIDGE 
£265

O EDWARDS AUDIO TO: 
TURNTABLE
£600

©
CROFT RIAA: 
PHONO STAGE 
^£50

O
TSAKIRIDIS AEOLOS: 
INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER 
ELM PUSH PULL, 35W 
£1,065

©
SOMETHING SOLID EXR: 
EQUIPMENT SUPPORT 
£350

O
 USHER V-6O4: LOUDSPEAKER 
£1,150

•
 ATLAS HYPER 2: SPEAKER 
CABLES, INCLUDING FITTED 
PLUGS SM X2
£215

fl EQUATOR ASYMMETRICAL 
INTEGRA:

£75

TOTAL SYSTEM PRICE: 
£4,220
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DEALER SYSTEMSDECO AUDIO
SYSTEM 2 - NATURAL FIBRES

Extra funds mean this second system can allow Deco to embrace other technologies that they believe are vital to a great sound, namely single-ended amplification and digital sources that don't use filtering.
Substantial offeringVinyl is still Paul and Mark's preferred medium though and system two features another turntable. Nottingham Analogue has a lower profile than some other British turntable manufacturers, but Paul and Mark rate the range very highly. The Ace Space is one of its smaller decks, but is still a very substantial offering for £1,230.This is partnered with the brand new Rega RB303 tonearm, supplied on the RP3. Paul feels the £240 Rega is an absolute bargain and a happy parmer for the Ace Space. Throw in an Audio Note IQ2, which I last encountered on the end of the Audio Note AN TT2 (HFC 353) and you have a capable, but still very reasonably priced front end.This is joined by a Consonance CD2.2 Reference Linear CD player. Since

Consonance switched over to filterless designs, Deco has been an enthusiastic proponent of them and believes that they offer the best performance and systemmatching for the price.Amplification is courtesy of Amphion. Deco is the distributor of this distinctive range of British valve components and the powerplant for this system is the £3,500 300B Silver Knight. This is a single-ended 300B design and, as such, has an output of 8 watts. Again, as a line only design, a phono stage is required and this is another Audion unit, the £845 Premier phono.To extract the maximum from those 8 watts, the speakers are Audio Note AZ-Twos. This small hemp driver floorstander appeared as part of the full Audio Note system in HFC 348, and its high-sensitivity makes it the perfect partner for the Audions. The pair used here differ from the standard AZ-Twos, in that they are mounted in a prototype cradle that will be launched under the Heretic brand name - more of which later. This cradle acts to isolate the speakers, while keeping them at a sensible height for listening.

As well as the speaker cradles, another Something Solid rack is used for the electronics and cabling is a combination of Atlas signal interconnects and Deco Audio power cabling and mains box.
Sense of realismAfrer about thirty seconds of listening, the output of this system is irrelevant. Once again, this is a sound that is the result of every component working perfectly with one another, rather than any one part dominating. Cinematic Orchestra's Live at 
the Albert Hall, has an extraordinary combination of heft and delicacy, with an incredible sense of realism.Switching to CD keeps the same entirely benign qualities as the analogue front end. Junip's Fields is a rough and ready recording that this system handles admirably, without losing the incredible energy of the performance. This is an even-handed and immensely capable system, that will do justice to any genre, and proved extremely hard to drag myself away from.

O
 CONSONANCE CD2.2 
REFERENCE LINEAR: 
FILTERLESS CD PLAYER 
£1,595

O
NOWNGHAM ANALOGUE 
ACE SPACE DECK: TURNTABLE 
£1,230

©
REGA RB303: TONEARM 
£2W

O
 AUDIO NOTE IQ2: 
MM CARTRIDGE 
£420

O AUDION PREMIER PHONO: 
PHONO STAGE 
£850

O AUDION SILVER NIGHT 
300BSE ANNIVERSARY: 
INTEGRATED AMP (8W) 
£3,50

O
 AUDIO NOTE AZ2H: 
LOUDSPEAKER WWITH 
HEMP CONES 
£1,250
HERETIC CRADLE SPEAKER 
SUPPORTS
£1,250
SOMETHING SOLID XR: 
EQUIPMENT SUPPORT

ATLAS HYPER SYMMETRICAL: 
INTERCONNECT X2

(EACH)
DECO AUDIO MAINS CABLE 
1.5MX2 
£90 (EACH)
DECO AUDIO MAINS 6-WAY 
DISTRIBUTION BLOCK 
£17S
ATLAS HYPER 3: SPEAKER 
CABLES, INCLUDING FITED 
PLUGS 5M X2 £265
TOTAL SYSTEM PRICE: 
£11,195
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DEALER SYSTEMSDECO AUDIO
SYSTEM 3 - SHEER HERESY

What you see here is the logical 
conclusion of the Deco Audio 
philosophy It incorporates the 
features of the two less expensive systems 

and adds one final flourish that Paul believes 
is vital for the best possible sound.

Greater control
Nottingham Analogue once again provides 
the vinyl front end in this system. In this 
instance, the larger Dais model is partnered 
with the 12-inch variant of the Ace Anna 
arm. The Dais can mount either 9-inch or 
12-inch arms and Paul feels the longer arm 
offers greater control.

The partnering cartridge is another Audio 
Note design, but unlike the preceding IQ2, 
the lol is a low-output moving-coil device. 
Low output is the key phrase here, as the 
lo boasts an output of just 0.05mV, which 
is very low indeed. Normally, using an Io 
demands that a dedicated Audio Note 
step-up transformer is also employed to 
give the necessary increase in output.

This system employs a prototype phono 
stage, which will be produced under the 
in-house Heretic Audio brand name. This 
is able to provide the required levels of 
gain internally; a considerable 
accomplishment and Paul points out that 
it will work equally well with higher 
output devices.

This system makes the move to pre/power 
amplification and Audion provide the power 
section in the form of its Black Shadow 
monoblocks. Each uses a single 845 triode 
for an output in the region of 25 watts. 
They are partnered with a preamplifier 
from German brand Silvercore. The 
Preamp One uses transformers with 
different outputs for the volume control. 
This is Peter's preferred design for preamps 
and he feels the Silvercore offers superb 
performance at the price.

The digital front end is a combination 
of Audio Note's filterless DAC - in this case 
the 2.1 - with a belt drive transport from 
Japanese concern CEC. This considerable 
array of electronics is partnered with 
another pair of Audio Note speakers. 
The AN-E also uses a hemp main driver 
like the smaller AZ-Two, but this is mounted 
in a larger enclosure and uses higher quality 
wiring and components. Combined with 
Something solid racks and stands, Nordost 
and Heretic cabling, this is the fullest 
extension of the Deco philosophy.

Delicate detail
From the moment that the opening chords 
of Dead Can Dance's Towards the Within 
thunder through the Audio Notes, it is clear 
this is a very special system indeed. This is 
a system that can hit you in the chest with 
its bass extension and simultaneously 
reproduce the most delicate detail of any 
recording. It is unfazed by anything you 
can throw at it, and it finds the brilliance 
in any recording, analogue or digital.

Al of the Deco systems don't conform to 
any valve stereotype, but this takes the 
entire valve rulebook and seemingly throws 
it away. It is staggeringly fast and, above all, 
it balances incredible insight and detail 
retrieval with a sound that is totally 
unfatiguing. Even presented with the torture 
test of Ritual by the White Lies, it simply 
rolls its sleeves up and finds the music 
hiding within the hash. This is an incredible 
system and a ringing endorsement of the 
Deco philosophy.

O CEC TL3N: BELT-DRIVE CD TRANSPORT £3,000 

O AUDIO NOTE DAC 2.1 BALANCED: DAC £4,645 

O NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE DAIS: TURNTABLE 
£4,190

O NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE ACE ANNA 12": 
TONEARM £1,935

O AUDIO NOTE IO1: CARTRIDGE £2,580

O HERETIC PHONON: PHONO SI AGE 
I PRE-PRODUCTION VERSION! £3,000

o SILVERCORE PREAMP ONE: TRANSFORMER 
VOLUME CONTROL, SILVER WIRED/WOUND 
£2,500

O AUDIO NOTE AN-E HE SPE: SPEAKERS £5,800

O SOMETHING SOLID XFll: SPEAKER STANDS £235
41:) HERETIC AUDIO PXR: EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS 

X £1,000 (EACH)

Q AUDION BLACK SHADOW: MONOBLOCKS 845SE 
(25W) £7,000

• HERETIC AUDIO SILVER 6-WAY MAINS 
DISTRIBUTION: (PRE-PRODUCTION ENCLOSURE) 
ALL SILVER STAR WIRED £1,000

• NORDOST BRAHMA: MAINS CABLE £1,300
• NORDOST VISHNU: MAINS CABLE £569

• NORDOST BLUE HEAVEN: MAINS CABLE X2 
£200(EACH)

• NORDOST VALHALLA: MAINS CABLE £2,500

• HERETIC AUDIO SILVER SANCTUARY: SILVER/ 
COTTON INTERCONNECTS X3 £800 (EACH

• HERETIC AUDIO SILVER SANCTUARY: SILVER/ 
COTTON SPEAKER CABLE WITH TERMINATIONS 
5M X2 £2,700

• SOMETHING SOLID l^E LINKS X 9: UNDER 
SOME COMPONENTS £270

• SOMETHING SOLID MISSING LINKS X 16: UNDER 
RACKS AND SPEAKERS £520

• HERETIC AUDIO SILVER SANCTUARY DIGITAL: 
SILVER DIGITAL CABLE £2^
TOTAL SYSTEM PRICE: 
£48,894

SUMMING 
UP

Deco Audio is not alone in choosing 
valves and high-sensitivity speakers 
as its preferred route to great sound. 
Where Deco is more unusual is the 
different price levels it can create 
systems at and the level of attention 

it puts into the ancillaries. A poor 
system can never be redeemed by 
stand and cabling choices, but equally, 
when the quality of the components is 
good, the difference in details is what 
makes this trio great.

AU were brilliant, but it is system 
three that made the most profound 
impact. An astonishing all-rounder, 
that will do justice to the most diverse 
of material and makes listening fun, 
which is surely what it’s all about.
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Sennheiser
HD238i

sennheiser.co.uk

HAVING REVIEWED just about every full-size headphone 
that Sennheiser makes, I couldn't resist having a look at this 
model, which straddles the categories of mobile and home hi-fi 
headphone. It's quite small and light, though not a folding model, 
and includes controls for an iPhone and iPod. Despite that, there's 
no reason why you can't plug it into a proper hi-fi, and if the lead 
is a little short, then extensions aren't expensive. The lead is thin 
and easy to ignore, and almost entirely free of friction noise. The 
headphones themselves are comfortable thanks to well-padded 
vinyl-covered earpieces. They sit on the ears ('supra-aural') rather 
than around them, but most people find that okay.

On music without too much low-frequency content (a solo piano 
track, for example) this is a fine, balanced sounding headphone, 
but studio productions that go right down to the subsonic tend to 
sound thumpy, showing excessive bass. At the other end of the 
scale though, treble is quite unusual for a modern headphone 
- it being, if anything, just slightly on the mellow side. You can 
certainly hear what's going on, but high frequencies are not as 
prominent as you'd expect. With so many recent recordings being 
super-bright (especially in their MP3 versions) that's hardly a 
serious drawback, and maybe Sennheiser has deliberately voiced 
the HD238i with this in mind? Midrange is informative with very 
good detail on voices, making for an enjoyable listen.

DR K £85
CONTACT: 01494 551551

VCDnICT GOOD MIDBAND and pleasantly laid-back treble, but the 
low frequencies may prove too much for all but the most die- 

★ ★★★ hard bass-freaks

M1 nltest
Headphones can offer excellent sound quality. 
Richard Black tests four fine affordable examples...

AKG 
K540
PRICE^ £100 CONTACT: 01707 278113
WEBSITE: AKG.COM

www.hifichoice.co.uk

EXTERNALLY THIS IS A SIMPLE, traditional model with semi
open-back earpieces. The earpads are just large enough to 
surround the ears, although a little fiddling is needed to get them 
to sit just right. That's not so bad though, as it eliminated one of 
the commonest causes of inconsistency in headphone sound, 
and also makes them quite secure when moving around. The 
ingenious headband is adjustable up to the most elephantine 
head size and is very comfortable - the soft, velvet-covered 
earpads and fairly low mass also help make long-term listening 
a pain-free experience. A single lead is fitted, which is the one 
drawback of the design; it transmits mechanical noise like 
anything, its fabric covering making loud friction noises against 
any clothing, something I regard as a serious bind.

Despite that, if one takes the trouble to route the cable carefully, 
the sound from these headphones is strikingly fine. They are 
particularly good in the bass, which is extended and clear but 
well controlled too, only there when it needs to be and never 
exaggerated or sluggish. Treble is also well-extended, with just 
a touch of coloration in the presence region, which can at times 
interfere a little with detail. I can live with that though, as long as 
there is no excessive sibilance. Overall though, the sound is very 
honest, precise and involving, with good imaging, too.

VERDICT THIS HEADPHONE can justly claim to offer high-end sound, 
***** withonlyatouchofuppermidbandcongestiongivingaway 
M M M M M thepnce

sennheiser.co.uk
AKG.COM
http://www.hifichoice.co.uk


01444 258258
BEYERDYNAMIC.COM

****i Strong and well-focused bass is a big plus, though
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HELP& 
ADVICE

DESPITE A LlffiE SIBILANCE, this is a sophisticated performer 
with generous amounts of detail and a neutral midrange

Do go easy with the level when listening 
on cans. It’s easy to get carried away and 
while it’s fun it’s neither good for your 
hearing, or ultimately as informative as 
listening just a notch or two lower.

All these models resolve heaps of 
detail that many speakers only dream 
about. That said, they will only achieve 
their very best if fed from a good quality 
dedicated headphone amplifier.

Audio-Technica
ATH-AD700

CE: £135 ONTACT 0113 2771441
W EBSI' AUDIOTECHNICA.COM

VERDICT CLOSED-BACK CONSTRUCTION gives useful 
isolation; the flipside is some midrange congestion.

£170

HERE'S A LARGE, IMPOSING HEADPHONE, not the sort of 
thing you'd be tempted to wear out on the street, but it's very 
comfortable despite the considerable weight. AT's 'wing' design 
cleverly distributes the load on the top of the head, or rather just 
to the sides of the top, making for a headphone that you can forget 
you're wearing. The earcups are very large and easily clear the ears 
in all directions. AT makes much of the special materials used in 
this model's design, including magnesium alloy in the earpiece 
housings and titanium in the cable, the latter presumably for 
structural rather than electrical purposes. Actually the cable on this 
model is excellent, transmitting almost no noise. The open-back 
design gives almost no exclusion of external noise, of course.

Tonally, this is not the most neutral headphone I've ever heard. 
There is a slight lift in the treble, which boosts the level of vocal 
sibilants, that slight 'rasp' that is part of a violin's natural sound, 
and so on. It's noticeable right from the outset, but in the nature of 
purely tonal artefacts it reduces considerably in audibility as one 
listens for longer periods. As it does so, you become aware that 
there's a high level of detail coming out of these 'phones, with 
excellent imaging, including a plausible sensation of depth. Bass is 
a little shy at times, especially on climaxes, but the informative and 
detailed midrange can make one forgive a lot.

VERDICT
****

Headphones have made a real 
comeback, due no doubt to the rise in 
listening on the move, and also because 
affordable models can show even very 
good loudspeakers a thing or two.

MINI TEST 
HEADPHONES

RECOMMENDED

Beyerdynamic 
DT250

PART OF BEYERDYNAMIC'S 'PROFESSIONAL' RANGE, the only 
significant 'pro' features I could spot are the detachable cable 
and the detailed list of spare parts in the instruction booklet. The 
impedance of this model is higher than most current domestic 
models, at 250 ohms, which means that the output level is a little 
limited with portable equipment. This is a closed-back model, 
giving a useful (though not vast) degree of isolation from the 
outside world and also, of course, reducing 'spill' from your 
head to others in the room. The earcups are a little hard and the 
headband quite tight, but despite that, I experienced no significant 
discomfort in long-term listening, once I'd learned the optimum 
positioning on the head.

Closed-back headphones are seldom as neutral as open-back 
models, but this one does very well. It has a touch of coloration in 
the upper midrange, but for a closed model it is very good. In fact, 
in simple music there's a delightful 'hear-through' quality to it and 
I found reproduction of piano to be some of the best I've heard. I 
also thoroughly enjoyed the bass, which may be just a shade over
prominent, but is so tight and persuasive that you don't think badly 
of it. While the cable is quite good at avoiding mechanical noise, I 
found there's quite a lot of noise from the earcups if you move your 
jaw, which can be distracting.^

BEYERDYNAMIC.COM
http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
AUDIOTECHNICA.COM
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Welcome to Hi-Fi Choice Reader Classified, the 
UK's first and best free private ads service for 
buying and selling second-hand hi-fi components.
These pages are a must-read if you're 
thinking about buying used kit, or if you 
have kit you want to sell. It's free to place 
an advertisement - simply submit your ad 
of up to 30 words, remembering to include 
your email, phone number and county.

The simplest way to send your ad is via 
email to: letters@hi-fichoice.co.uk 
Or mail to: Reader Classified, Hi-Fi Choice, 
My Hobby Store Ltd, Hadlow House, 
9 High Street, Green Street Green, 
Orpington, Kent BR6 6BG.

Please note that this service is open to private advertisers only.

Roksan Radius 5 with accessories for only £700

FOR SALE
REGA RS1 loudspeakers 
(piano black), latest model, 
hardly used, Something 
SolidXF4 stands. Mint 
condition (£720) £390. REL 
Brittania B3 subwoofer 
(rosenutveneer), 
i immaculate condition 
(£1,300) £550.071857353606 
or email: deakino4@ 
btinternet.com (Surrey).
GAMUT L3 loudspeakers 
including stands (£4,400) 
£2,400, Audio Research 
Reference 3 preamp 
(£8,450) £4,400 or nearest 
price, Krell FBP 250-watt 
monoblocks £2,500. 
Photosand details.
07899721899 
or email: yatestherapy@ 
gcooglemail.com (London).
SUMIKO Blue Pint special 
Evo Ill cartridge, only rwo 
hours use, £110 (no offers). 
01277219639 (Essex).
AVI Biggatron standmounts 
(cherry), good condition, 
Partington stands, 
Bowersand Wilkins 684 
floorstanders (cherry), 
excellent condition £550. 
07982 794884 (Essex).

DYNAUDIO Excite X12 
loudspeakers (rosewood), 
full Russ Andrews upgrade, 
as new, boxed (can demo) 
£495 (including p&p).0i524 
34627 (Lancashire).

CHORD COMPANY Epic
Twin speaker cable, factory 
terminated, £85.019816 
895940 (Suffolk).
WANTED Pink Triangle 
Anniversary or upgraded 
(DC motor) PT Too. 01445 
781498 (Scotland).
EXPOSURE F2oios CD 
player, £190. Roksan Radius 
5, clear acrylic version with 
Rega RB6oo tonearm and 
Goldring GX1022 cartridge, 
£700.01484427426 
(West Yorks).
AVI Reference CD player 
S2000 MC, used as 
transportwith Audiolab 
DAX, £550. van den Hui 
Wind speaker cable 
(5-metre pair) £120 buyer 
collects.02085908530 
(Essex).
NAIM Fraim. Consisting of a 
base and a standard shelf. 
Maple with silver upright.

Fabulous condition/like 
new. Only two years old. 
(£1,680) £1,100. Includes 
three floor spike protectors. 
Collection preferred.
020 8372 8376 
or email: gigglesnoi@hotmail. 
com (London).
TAG MCLAREN PA10 preamp 
(black). Excellent, near mint 
condition with low usage 
and original box. Includes 
MM/MC phono stage built 
i n. (£850) £275.07854658 
281 (London).
SUGDEN A2ial Mk2 
i ntegrated amp, Pure 
Class A without the pain of 
valves.Silky-smooth and 
bristling with detail. Eight 
months old,boxed as new, 
finished in graphite. ft/150. 
07847 501865 or email 
dazzert@hotmail.com 
(West Yorks).
ATACAMA Equinox, two hi-fi 
bases £50 (each) and one 
AV base £100. Graphite 
stand and anthracite 
glass in good condition.
01253 729944 or email 
AtacamaStands@tesco.net 
(Lancashire).

MONITOR AUDIO (bronze) 
BR5 speaker package, 
walnut finish, boxed with 
instructions and in good 
condition £650 (pick up 
only). 07534457859 (West 
Yorkshire).
SONY ST-5311 FM/AM 
tuner, mint condition 
(black). Owned from new 
with original box and 
instructions, AM loop 
aerial etc. upgraded power 
lead. £350. 01766 781211 
(Porthmadog).
BOWERS & WILKINS
800 Matrix loudspeakers 
(black), mint condition 
with Krell bass alignment 
filter amp, ClassA 
(£15,000 and ft,950) 
£1,850. Outstanding 
sound and dynamics. 03531 
2014427 or email booning4@ 
hotmail.com 0035312014427 
(Ireland).
BERNING EA-230,the 
perfect valve power 
amplifier for electrostatic 
loudspeakers, VGC, very 
rare and sought after, with 
circuit diagram. £800, 
or exchange for DNM 
PA3DeltaS poweramp.
elsfan@yahoo.com
MARANTZ PM11 S1 
Premium Series reference 
i ntegrated amplifier.
Boxed and mint (£2,500) 
£1,295. Marantz SA-11 S1 
Premium Series reference 
CD/SACD player. Boxed 
and mint. Both in perfect 
workingorder. (Cost £2,500) 
asking £849.07858 201062 
or emailfullswop@gmail.com 
(Northants).

SONYTC-K611 Dolby 
cassette deck, three 
motors, power door, fully 
loaded three heads, 
adjustable bias etc. Hardly 
used, excellent condition 
(black) £49.
01766 781211 (Porthmadog).

SPENDOR S8e speakers, 
purchased early 2006 
(maple) and in superb 
condition, £900. Buyer 
collects. Original boxes, 
packingand instruction 
manualincluded. 01305 
263069 (West Dorset).
PUNIUS integrated 
amplifier 9200 and CD-101 
Anniversary Edition 
manufactured in 2010. 
Only75 pairs in the world. 
200 watts per channel 
i nto 8 ohms. CD-player with 
balanced XLRoutput. Both 
are used, but are in mint 
condition and still 
with limited warranty. 
(£8,400) £6,ooo. Buyer 
collects. Email: stmchan@ 
gmail.com (Docklands, 
London).
ROTEL RA-05 amp and 
RCD-06 CD playerwith 
KEF IQ5 floorstanders. 
All in excellent condition. 
£200 each or£550 for the 
system.01404891728 or 
Alanwrussell@tiscali.co.uk 
(East Devon).
CYRUS 7.5 preamp, one 
Smartpower and PSX-R 
power supply (black). Good 
condition £600 ovno 07842 
643684 (Tyne & Wear).
GALE401 speaker, fully 
reconditioned by specialist 

rm’ildyjd J-TBUYING SECOND-HAND can be a great way to pick up a bargain.A formerly expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term bet than a 
brand-new product if the price is right. DO SOME RESEARCH on which brands have a good service back-up, so if something does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase 
from a dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty, so it's up to you to ensure the fitness of any gear that you buy. USUALLY, speakers should be less prone to breakdown than amps, 
and amps should be more reliable than CD players. But any abused component could be trouble - have a proper demo and judge the seller as well as the goods!

Thl^ce FEBRUARY 2D12
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with stands and boxes; 
£475.01825 722936 (Sussex).

CYRUS6XP amplifierin 
silver(2oio model). As 
new f595.01323 440597 
(Eastbourne).

MARANTZ CD6002 CD 
player in mint condition, 
perfect working order with 
remote; £150.02476467679 
(West Midlands).

PROAC Future One in ebony, 
£2,000. Krell KSA50S, 
boxed and mint open to 
offers. Linn Karik CD player 
boxed and mint £280.07584 
838673(Wigan).

VIENNASchonberg Series 
speakers (silver) fi,800, 
Vienna Webern single 
speaker(silver) £250, 
Pioneer receiver VSX^AX5i-S 
£700, Pioneer DVD player 
DV-868AVi £300. 01522 
868163(Lincoln).

CYRUS8XPd ampwith 
digital inputs fi,050, PSX-R 
£250, CDS SE (2009 version) 
£600.All are brushed black, 
unmarked, boxed, free 
p&p. 07884 002911 or email 
ishmael3864net@yahoo. 
co.uk(Halifax).

WHARFEDALE10-6 
floorstanders with spikes, 
instruction manual and 
boxes. Can be bi-wired.
Purchased in 2010, only four 
hours use, £295 ono.
01278 789432 (Somerset).

MELODYM38o valve power 
amp, mint condition, boxed. 
Two years old £850. Quad 
QC Twenty Four, new, boxed 
£475. Heed Quasar MC 
phono stage, mint £150. 
07729 620621 (Worcs).

BOWERS & WILKINS 
ASW4000 THX subwoofer 
(satin black), with 15-inch 
Rohacell driver and 450- 
watt amp. Not forthe faint
hearted, this sub is big at 
8okg, with an even bigger 
sound.Only £600. dazzert@ 
hotmail.com 07847 501865 

(West Yorks).

KEF Reference 4 monitor 
speakers.Superb bass 
and near-electrostatic 
soundstaging make these 
involving speakers a 
bargain. New and pristine 
(£3,200) £950.07506 

749099 or 01132 843770 
(Leeds).

SUGDENA2ia L Mk2 
integrated amp. Pure Class 
A without the pain of valves. 
Silky smooth and bristling 

with detail.Eight months 
old, boxed as new finished 
in graphite. Reluctant sale 
£ 1,15oono dazzert@hotmaiL 
com 07847 501865 
(West Yorks).

CYRUS8-POWER £425 
(brushed black). Genuinely 
mint condition, original 
packaging with accessories 
and manual. Purchased in 
2010, price for collection, 
postage at extra cost. 07873 
228770 or emailgrant-h74@ 

hotmail.co.uk (Herts).

ARCAM, CD93T(black), 
£275^85 amp(black), 
£250. PMC TB2 + speakers, 
£275.Chord Indigo plus 
interconnects 1m, as new, 
£350. All equipment boxed 
with manuals. 02392 

257626 or 07970 012450 or 

email richardsh@sky.com 

(Portsmouth).

PRO-JECT Debut 3 SE with 
Clearaudio MM cartridge. 
As new condition and 
working perfectly. £150. 
07722 248001 or email 

doug.taylor@virgin.net 

(Lincolnshire).

MARANTZ PM4001 
integrated amplifier, mint 
condition, three years old, 
perfect working order, 
£125. Also Monitor Audio 
Bronze BR2 speakers, mint 
condition, three years old, 
perfect working order, 
f150 024764 67679 or email 
johnclements45@sky.com 
(West Midlands).

AUDIO RESEARCHCD7 CD 
player, with power supply 
modification.As new 
condition with original 
packaging.(£8,ooo) 
£4,200.01462 670786 or 
emailjr812@hotmail.com 

(North Herts).

CYRUS 8vs integrated 
amplifier, black, super 
condition £399. 0115 
9288006(Notts).

STELLOCDT200 CD 
transport in silver, 
immaculate condition. AES/ 
EBU, RCA, BNC, optical 
digital output. One owner. 
Original packaging, remote 
and mains lead. Rarely 
available. (£1,500) £525 
ono. 07725 072878(Leics).

NAKAMICHICA-7E control 
amplifier plus remote. Mint, 
built-in phono stage (MC/ 
MM). Excellent sound. Fully 
serviced July 2011 at B&W. 
fi,oooono. Buyer collects. 
07908 870023 (Bucks).

ARCAM FMJ A18 amplifier, 
black, excellent condition, 
Manual. (£600) £300.
Arcam FMJ CD17 player, 
black, excellent condition, 
manual. (£600) £300.
01606 79032 (Mid Cheshire).

SUGDEN Mystro integrated 
amplifier.Purchased in 
Feb 2011 and lightly used 
since. Complete with box 
and manual and can be 
posted, £800.01782 785734 
(Staffordshire).

LEEMAACOUSTICSPyxis 
reference preamp in black.
Fully balanced, internal 
DAC and phono stage 
withtone controls.
Redundancy forces sale, 
£3,200.01226 745529 
(Barnsley).

TEACD-Ti multi DAC, VRDS 
Ti CD transport both boxed 
with manuals. V-8030 
cassette deck with remote.
Offers to collect. 01977 
695385(W.Yorks).

WANTED: Full-width 
Technics CD player in silver. 
Please phone with details.
01m 838617 (Notts).

CELESTION Ai speakers in 
black with stands, £290. 
Marantz CD63Mkll in 
black, fioo.QED Silver 
Anniversary, 2x4 metre 
biwire runs £35.01159 
894340(Notts).

ARCAM A85 integrated 
amp in excellent condition. 
MM/MC phono stage, box 
and manual, fi95ono. Linn 
LP12 armboard in perfect 
condition £10 plus P&P.
07941174804(Heathrow).HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR FREE AD

YOUR DETAILS 
Name ____ ________

Address

Email address
Daytime telephone number
Date ________
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SEND YOUR ADVERTISMENT TO
Hi-A Choice. My Hobby Store lid. Hadlow House. 9 High Street. Green Street Green. Orpington. Kent BR6 6BG

FEBRUARY 2012 liR^Cholce 105

MITAVT3 speaker cable, 
2x3 metre pair, £160.MIT 
AVI interconnect 1m £70. 
Both mint and available 
as a set for £200. 0161 
4323852 (Cheshire).

ARCAMR-DAC.Only 
three months old, as 
new, boxed with all 
accessories, instruction 
booklet and receipt. £175 
inc p&p. 01964 6131nor 
email dave.drew@talktalk. 

net(East Yorkshire).

ROGUE AUDIOST90 
amplifier(f2,650) 
fi,095. New, only a few 
hours use.High-quality 
transparent power, 
includes upgrade 
Svetlana KT88s. 020 8653 
onS or emailjohnkallio1@ 

googlemaiLcom (London).

SUGDEN CD Master £650, 
Sugden Headmaster 
headphone/preamp 
£400, Trichord Dino 
phono stage, Dino+ 
power supply and 
Dino power lead 
£250. All items are in 
excellent condition and 
come complete with 
boxes, packaging and 
instructions. 01305 
263069 (West Dorset).

ROKSAN Radius 5 
turntable, clear acrylic 
£475. Clearaudio Nano 
phono stage £99.07702 
014763 (Bristol).

EUPHYAAlliance 
Symbiose 320 amplifier 
(French manufacture) 
includes separate 
power supply,

80 watts.Silver casing 
mixture of non-magnetic 
metal and Perspex. (£3,450) 
£1,250.07805199598 
(WSussex).

CHORD Electronics DAC 
64 for sale(black finish). 
Several years old, but 
very low actual usage; 
mint condition and looks 
absolutely brand new. 
Supplied in original box 
with manual. Buyer collects 
-£630. 07905 312191.

CYRUS8XPDQXamplifier 
(black), light use after 
service, £1,100. PSX-R 
power supply(black) £275. 
Cyrus SSE CD player(2009 
model), barely used (black) 
£700.07884 002911 or email 
ishmael386-inet@yahoo. 
co.uk(Halifax).

NAIM NAC 202 preamp 
plus Napsc power supply. 
Excellent condition. First 
owner. Boxed and including 
all accessories. Four 
years old. fi,200.+0045 
6o91oo9oor emailjafrikas@ 

jubii.dk(Denmark).

LINN LP12 (grooved rosewood) 
Lingo /Nairn aro arm, 
excellent condition £1,000. 
01554 891010(Carmarthen).

REGARS1 speakers 
(black) £250, Partington 
Dreadnought speaker 
stands £130. 01452 385457 
(Gloucs).

NAIM CD5XS CD player, 
two years old in superb 
condition. Boxed with 
manual and remote, bargain 
at £895. 07914985733 
(Derbyshire).

For sale / W
anted

To submit your advert to us, please 
email letters@hiflchoice. 
co.uk or alternatively, use the 
postal form below. Please limit ads 
to a maximum of 30 words, 
ensuring all details, model names 
etc are correctly stated. Kindly also 
include your email, telephone 
number and home county. We 
regret that we cannot take adverts 
over the phone.
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Hifi Choice 
Buyer's 
Guide
Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's Guide - 
a comprehensive listing of our favourite 
affordable audiophile hi-fi. Here you'll find 
our top-rated current products listed under 
easy-to-use categories, with the latest 
pricing and verdicts.

Reviews you can trust 
Hi-Fi Choice strives to 
bring you accurate reviews 
done to exacting standards, 
from some of the UK's 
most respected hi-fi 
journalists. Painstaking 
care is taken to to ensure 
you can trust our ratings 
(see How We Test, p21). 
The following pages detail 
the equipment we currently 
rate most highly, from disc 
players and streamers to 
turntables, amplifiers, tuners 
and loudspeakers.

How to use this guide
The Hi-Fi Choice Buyer's 
Guide is designed to help 
you shortlist components to 
audition at a dealer. We 
suggest you pick the ones 
that best suit your taste and 
budget, then consult our 
Dealer Guide (Classified) 
section to find specialist hi-fi 
retailers where you can hear 
them with your favourite 
music. Of course, reviews 
are important, but there's 
nothing like trying before 
you buy!

108 CD players
Our favourite silver disc spinners 
currently on sale

111 Turntables
Premium quality record players you 
really must hear

111 Phono cartridges 
Top moving magnet and moving coil 
pickups listed

113 Radio tuners
Surf the airwaves with any one of 
these carefully selected tuners 

113 Headphones 
Badge-winning headphones for 
your personal listening pleasure 

117 Streamers/servers 
The finest network hi-Fi, from 
streaming clients to full-on servers

117 DACs
The latest and greatest digital-to- 
analogue convertors

* AMPLIFIERS I

115 Stereo amplifiers 
Our pick of the world's top one-box 
integrated amplifiers

115 Pre/power amps 
For those applications where two 
boxes are better than one!

[ CABLES ]

117 Interconnects
Cables can provide a useful tweak to 
your system; check out our choices

117 Speaker cables
Priced per metre, these are our 
favourites for connecting loudspeakers

LOUDSPEAKERS

119 Stereo speakers
These top transducers will allow your 
system to sing

’ STANDS & SUPPORTS ]

123 Equipment supports 
The best equipment supports: sprung; 
solid; air-filled; glass; MDF and more...

123 Speaker stands
Stands come in all shapes, sizes and 
prices, so take your pick from our list

' DEALER CLASSIFIED ]

125 Dealer guide
A veritable pot pourri of hi-Fi dealer 
classified advertisements

129 Dealer directory
For all your hi-Fi wants, check our 
index of independent hi-Fi dealerships
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CD players *
Any one of these fine players will make sweet music for years to come
Upto £1,000

Badge Product Price Comments

• Advance Acoustic MCD-204 795 CD player with warm valve sound. Harmonically rich and inviting k-h ?onTn e

• Audiotab Tu^e1 700 No SACD sjpooct. but excellent detail, neutrality and communication

Cambridge Audio Azur6$oBD 400 Musical, precise, involving and with great energy at a superb price

• Creek Evolution 2 680 Smart and desirable-looking player with lots of detail present in performance

•

•

Exposure 2010S2

MarantzPearlliteSA-KI

710 Paired with the 2010S2 amp, this CD player is a fine performer with plenty of detail

899
• Marantz Kl Pearl Lite 750

Akey CD/SACD player at an attractive price, with support for digital

Excellent sound, this CD player has also dropped in price from £900 to £750 since our review

•

e

Micromega CD-10

MoonCD.5

799 The cheapest in the range, the CD^i0 has been fine-tuned to please the audiophile

• Musical Fidelity M1CDT

•

999 Admirably energetic music-maker from this very well-built player

600 Reviewed in combination with the Mi DAC, this CD transport holds its own against the competition

999 This universal player is revealing, transparent and musically involving

300 This player belies both its size and its price with sounds worthy of a decent mid-range system

342

340

340

350

344

328

344

335

346

347

338

344

338

• Rega Saturn 898 Strikingly full-voiced, the Saturn offers a sound that feels remarkably real

Oppo BDP-95EU 

Pro-Ject CD Box•

• Roksan Kandy K2 899 Statp-ot-thp-;uttechnology and precision engineering produces a fine CD performance 335

Badge Produci Price Comments

• AMRCDm 3,195 Extremely natural and engaging sound that brings analogue to the digital world 0 • 332
• ArcamCD37 1.JOO Excellent detail and imaging, neutral tonality and above-average bass resolution ♦ • • • 340
• Audio Analogue Maestro 2,250 Boasts refined highs and good image quality with a fine sense of timing • • • 348
• Audio Note Zero CD/II 1,742 Reviewed as part of a system, this really is a CD player for those who don't like CD • • 348
• Ayon CD-07S 1,890 Open and fluent player; excellent pace with all kinds of music • : : 1 351
e Creek Destiny 1,400 This player presents the music and nothing but the music and is thoroughly recommended • • • : 328

• Icon Audio CDX1 Signature 1.350 Has an open, vinyl sound with a very high listenability factor • : • • • Í 341

• KrellS-350A 2,695 Accomplished CD player with real breeding underpinning its excellent performance • • • • __j 341
• KrellCipher 12,255 Vivid, highly detailed sound - SACD has rarely sounded so good » • : • • : 350

• Marantz UD 8004 2,450 Sophisticated and highly capable universal player that just about does it all ♦ • • • • 336
• Meridian 808.3 Signature 10,000 Extraordinarily revealing and open CD player with a first-class performance level • : • : : : • 339

• Micromega CD-20 1.249 No SACD, unfortunately, but without doubt one of the better mainstream players • : : • : i 332

• Mimetism 20.1 5,107 An impressive player that produces a very convincing and musical sound • i • : : : 330
• Moon 750D 7,950 Very few CD players can extract as much information off the disc as the 750O • : • : • : : I 331
e NaimCD5XS 1,790 Its composure and openness results in a musical performance that is extremely seductive • • • 334
• PrimareCD32 2,200 Smart, slick and with balanced outputs, this CD player looks every bit the high-end part • • • . • 348

• Raysonic CD128S 1,850 A change from the usual CD player performance that emphasises the strengths of the valves • : • : : : • 354
• Roksan Caspian M2 1,600 This impressively engineered CD player is punchy and dynamic, with excellent timing • • • • 338
• ShanUng CD-T2000 1,895 Great sound, good looks. superb build and unbeatable price • • • 350
• Unison Research Unico CDE 2.475 Has an engaging and musical sound with strong tonal realism ■ 0 0 348

SACD COMPATIBLE Plays high-resolution SACD discs in two-channel mode. ELEC DIGITAL OUTPUT Electrical coaxial output for digital connection to a DAC or digital 
recorder. OPT DIGITAL OUTPUT Optical Toslinkoutput for digital connection to a DAC or digital recorder. CD-RW COMPATIBLE Will play CD-RW (rewritable) discs, most CD players 
can cope with CD-Rs. CD TEXT Will display album and track titles from inserted disc. BAL ANALOGUE OUT Balanced XLR output connections for similarly equipped amplifiers. 
HEADPHONE SOCKET Quarter inch (6.3mm) headphone jack fitted to the CD player. VARIABLE OUTPUT Player features both fixed level and variable, volume adjustable outputs.

REXax
SERVICE
Correct Revox

THE MANUFACTURERS R^ax
APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY SERVICE

Spare Parts Pricing
24 Hour Estimation procedure 
Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice 
Delivery and Collection Service 
Comprehensive Guarantees

Factory Trained Engineers 
Rapid Response Turnaround 
Full Revox range serviced 
^Vritten Technical Reports 
Late Evening Opening

TTL House

Telephone 01525 841999
MK43 OSF

Facsimile 01525 841009

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk


COME & LISTEN
Our NEW dedicated 
listening room is now 
open. Please call 
01623 857 707 to 
make an appointment.

t. 01623 857707 ► m. 07517 889 738 ► www.audiosanctum.co.uk ► info@audiosanctum.co.uk
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audiosancturn 
PERFORMANCE AND QUALITY

WHY pay more?
100.49 Speakers 
CD100 CD Player

CD-1001 CD Player 
A-5ST Integrated Amp

gym
Proxima2 Speakers

Class A100 D3 Integrated Amp
AP10Ü Power Amp

http://www.audiosanctum.co.uk
mailto:info@audiosanctum.co.uk


QUALITY AUDIO AND AV SINCE 1985

LINN DS With iPad Control

Play, Queue And Rediscover Music.

The New Bowers & Wilkins PMI’s

O O O O Q

17.0
oo()ooooooo()o

o

ARCAM CINEMA

REGA RP3

NAIM AUDIO

www.soundgallery.co.uk e. home@soundgallery.co.ul< t. 01494 53 I 682

The Sound Gallery 65 Castle Street, High Wycombe, Bucks HP 13 6RN

http://www.soundgallery.co.uk
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Turntables
The best record players money can buy

Price CommentsBadge Product

• Clearaudio Concept 1,100 One of the easiest ways of getting into analogue, with excellent results for the price 33/45 • • • 338

• Continuum Caliburn 125,^ Luxury turntable with state-of-the-art design includes Cobra tonearm and Castellon stand 33/45/78 • • • 320

• Dr Feickert Woodpecker 2,995 Offers superb bass, excellent build quality and range of arm choices 33/45 • 335
• Edwards Audio TT1 325 Classic, no-nonsense design, with exemplary performance at the price 33/45 • • • 342
• The Funk Firm Funk V2 1,390 Not only as beguiling as those that preceded it, this turntable is also more substantial to boot 33/45 • • • 324

• Hanss AcousticT-30 3,600 The only multi-armbase deck in its price range, it boasts image stability and precise bass 33/45 • opt opt 331

• Lumley Heliosphere 2,495 A distinctive-looking turntable with a unique sound and a performance that reflects your vinyl 33/45 opt opt 319

• Michell Gyro SE 1,150 Excellent timing really propels a very good performance. Plenty of detail and insight, too 33/45 • 345

e Michell Orbe SE 3,150 A fully suspended design that manages to do everything with ease 33/45 • • • • 354

• Project RPM-1 Genie 3 190 The Genie is that rare thing of a product with good looks, fine build and excellent sound 33/45 • V- • 332
• Pro-)ectRPM 10.1 Evolution 2,000 This turntable is a good combination of high mass and effective suspension 33/45 • • • 348
• Pro-Ject Xperience 2 Pack 775 Holds its own against all competition (arm included) 33/45 • • 345

Pro-Ject 6 Perspex 1,280 Plenty of detail and good rhythmic qualities (arm included) 33/45/78 • • 338
• Rega RP3 475 lurntable with the uncanny ability to get to the heart of the music 33/45 • • 351
• Roksan Xerxes.zoplus 4,947 A classic design with superb control and spatial resolution to make an addictive sound 33/45 • • • 354
• Townshend Rock 7 1,750 Very well defined bass; good detail; well judged rhythm and pace (reviewed with Excalibur arm) 33/45 9 • 345
• Well Tempered Simplex 1.495 Superb timing makes this one of the most entertaining turntables in its price range 3 3/45 • • 347

Phono cartridges
MM and MC recommendations eBwt
Badge Product Price Comments

e Dynavector DV-20X2L 499 Revealing and open sound from a well-built and easy-to-align MC cartridge : i • ï 342

• Dynavector Kara! 17D3 699 One of the most thrilling-sounding cartridges on the market • 334
• Goldring Legacy 595 An MC cartridge better suited to the smoother-sounding turntable, it unearths a mountain of detail • 328

e Grado Prestige Gold 1 150 Unusually assurred 'presence' region is the basis of a beautifully musical and involving presentation • 338
• Ortofon 2M Red So A little fussy about set up, but sound is admirably balanced and full of unforced detail : 9 345

Ortofon Vrvo Red 200 Never less than musically convincing, this all-in-one cartridge is remarkably capable : : • 338
• Ortofon Cadenza Red 750 There's much to admire in this cartridge's fine detail and unfussy presentation : : • , 330

Shure M97XE 82 A budget cartridge, but bass and midrange are to high-end standards and treble is just as assured
•: ; • : 345

Phono stages
Make your turntable sing
Badge Product

• Dynavector P-75 Mkll
Price Comments

595 A stage that will put spring in the step of any decent cartridge you can throw at it

• Lehmann Audio Black Cube 335 This phono amp is a very distinguished performer with an MM source

• Linn Uphorik

• PrimareR32

Pro-feet Tube Box SE II

1,850 Exceptional sound quality, the Uphorik could easily win over the next generation of LP enthusiasts

850 If you are into vinyl forthe music, then this is one of the most revealing examples on the market

435 The big picture is the most evident thing here, but the finer details are there, too

• • 344
• • • i 335

• • • 3 34
• • 345
• • 335

SPEEDS Speeds offered in rpm. SUSP SUBCHASSIS Turntables with a sprung or suspended support forthe platter and arm. SWITCHABLE SPEED CHANG Some 
decks require manual lifting of the belt from one pulley to another to change speed, but not these ones. SUPPLIED WITH ARM Deck is supplied complete with tonearm - some 
require a separate purchase in this department, but the dealer will fit it for you. SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE Some decks are supplied with a starter cartridge and this is included in 
the price shown. MM Moving magnet cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this type. MC Moving coil cartridge - see amp and phono stage features to match this 
type. REPLACEABLE STYLUS Some cartridges have separate styli for ease of replacement, but it compromises sound quality.

HFC TOP PICKS

Dynavector Karat 1703 £699
The 17D3 gets very close to the results achieved 
with MCs at twice the price and few can touch it in 
terms of sheer musicality and resolution of detail

Pro-Ject 6 Perspex £1,280
Our Product of the Year 2010. A winning 
combination ofopen and even-handed sound, 
handsome design and excellent build quality

Dr Feickert An. Woodpecker £2,995 
A very flexible and well-thought-out deck that 
offers brilliant build quality and excellent bass. 
Able to work with a wide variety of arms, too
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MA03/09
MidlandAudioxchange has earned one of the highest reputations for 
supplying some of the worlds finest audio equipment. With over 25 years 
of experience, our portfolio represents what is ‘state of the art' in hi-end 
audio. Add to that, a wealth of knowledge and purpose built facilities set in 
the leafy village of Belbroughton, makes for a perfect backdrop so you can 
carefully build a music system, tailored around your specific needs.

Conrad Johnson Le Contoure Wadia

MidlandAudioxchange Ltd. The Old Chapel, Forge Lane, Belbroughton, DY9 9TD 
sales@midlandaudiox-change.co.uk T. 01562 731100 F. 01562 730228

mailto:sales@midlandaudiox-change.co.uk
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Radio tuners
Surf the airwaves with these carefully selected tuners

Buyer's guide Mfi
Radio tuners ! H

eadphones

FM tuners
Price CommentsBadge Product

• CreekAudio Evolution 350
_ ................................ . ... ... .............. . .......... .Sound is detailed, cohesiv; ;nd extended both tonally and spatially-very classy : FM.AM i 80 : i 308

• NAD (426 220 If you aren't already wedded to DAB, then this is a very attractive purchase FM.AM 80 i ® <339

• T+A T1210R 1,200 High-end looks are matched by the sound, which is detailed and sophisticated FM : 100 ® 283

DAB/FM tuners

• Arcam FMJ T32 600 Ahighlycost-effectivewayofoptimisingthe airwaves.iPodfunctionalityis a bonus i DAB.FM 100.^ • i • • i 319

e Onkyo T-4555DAB 400 Admirably free of grain or obvious tonal blemishes, this tuner achieves a high standard DAB
, 

40 • • • • 298

DAB/FM portables

• MonitorAudioAirstream 10 225 The range of features on this DAB/FM/Internet radio is certainly impressive DAB.FM.Web 4 : * i • 337

• Pure Sensia 250 One of the smartest table radios around, offering wireless computer-sourced music DAB,™rweb 40 • ••• 331

• Roberts Revival 200 A handy way to get internet radio and media streaming throughout the house DAB.FM.Web • 344

• Tivoli Networks+to 239 FM reception is excellent and a cut above everything else this radio has to offer DAB,FM,Web 5 . . i 344

VitaAudio Rt Mkll 160 Limited to DAB/FM and line inputs, but the sound quality is very good DAB,FM,Web 10 , • ; • : 337

• Vita Audio R2i 300 Very smartly built with a sound that's full-bodied, neutral and detailed 30 . • • : • • 323

E2Z33IS3 WAVEBANDS Which bands are supported: FM, M - medium wave, L- longwave, DAB - digital audio broadcasting. PRESETS How many stations can be stored 
in memory. RDS Radio Data System - station names and program titles can be displayed among other facilities (FM only, DAB has more comprehensive display potential). 
REMOTE CONTROL For the couch potato. SIGNAL STRENGTH METER Useful for setting up an aerial. ROTARY TUNING KNOB An ergonomic alternative to buttons.

Headphones
Audiophile solutions for home and travel use
Badge Product
• AKGQ701

Price Comments

500 A welcome addition to the ranks of the world's finest transducers

• Audio TechnicaATH-W1000X 649 Fine advert for the virtues of closed-back headphones, with great bass and background noise reduction

• Beyerdynamic DTno

• BeyerdynamicT1_ _ ........... ........ _

179 One of the most tonally satisfying closed-back headphones around with excellent detail

880 A characterful, enjoyable music-maker with a detailed, weighty sound

• Bowers and Wilkins P5

• Grado GS1oooi

• Grado PS1000

• Jamo WEAR ln30

• KUpsch Image X1oi

• Sennheiser CX88oi

250 A superb headphone with B&Ws sound and build quality sealing the deal

1,100 A superb transducer, ■ - ?• ■■■ ■'-rhigh performance standards

1,795 Offer excellent detail and effortless dynamics, but they can be heavy to wear after a while

80 In-ear headphone sound is beguilingly musical and very detailed across the board
............ _ _____________________ ___

• Sennheiser HD380

• Unique Melody Miracle

229 Natural sound and fit; lightweight and unobtrusive in-ear headphones

83 This in-ear headphone is excellent for the price and the results overall are most impressive

140 This model offers good sound and is a worthy alternative to in-ear monitors

775 Great build and sound, the custom-moulded Miracles are one of our favourite in-ears

331

195 333

• 325

327

346

342

348

329
348

%X
235 341

350 ; 334
270 • i 333

500

E2ZJ33a3 ELECTROSTATIC Uses electrostatic film instead of more common cone or dome dynamics. SUPRA^AURA Earpads sit on ear rather than around it. CIRCUMAURAL 
Earpads rest on the head around the ears. OPEN BACK Vented capsules let sound in and out. CLOSED BACKM Sealed capsules. WEIGHT In grams. 3.5MM JACK ADAPTOR 
Allows connection to personal stereos, computers etc.

HFC TOP PICKS

Bowers & Wilkins Ps £250
The P5 is a no-brainer for iPhone users but this 
well built and attractive design should be able 
to win friends from outside the Apple camp as

PURE Sensia £250
PURE's ground-breaking touch-screen DAB 
radio has changed the way we interact with radio 
forever and sets the standard for innovation

Beyerdynamic Ti £880
Our 2010 award winner is beautifully built and 
attractively designed, with a strong and engaging 
performance and remarkable detail
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''...so good I swear it is 
surrounded by magic”

- Noel Keywood - Hi Fi World

Our multiple award winning products are 
handmade in the UK and let you 

hear your music the way it was recorded

Please contact us to arrange a demonstration of 
a complete Hi Fi music system in your own home

PASiVE PREAMP 
MUSIC FIRST AUDIO 
PASSM"lf.AGNfTIC
PREAW'IS^VER)
*****

www.mfaudio.co.uk : : info@mfaudio.co.uk : : +44 (0) 1424 858260

HbRW»

music first audio

http://www.mfaudio.co.uk
mailto:info@mfaudio.co.uk
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Our pick of the best one-box amps out there

I Up to £l,ooo % % % % '%
Badge Product Price Comments

• Audiolab 8200A 730 Has detailed sound with good extension and unusually assured midrange ■ 6 60 3 ¿19

• Cambridge Audio 840AV2 800 A chunky powerhouse with features .inkmry. this amp offers detail and delicacy (silver finish) i 8 a e 120 327

• Exposure 2010S2 752 I mpressive amplifier with preamp output, the 2010S2 was a blind group test winner 6 ! • 75 344

• Marantz Kl Pearl Lile 750 Impressive performer with a well-filled phono-amp board and now down to £750 from £920 Î 5 : • I • i 90 344

• NuForce Icon 2 235 Detail and imaging make few, if any, concessions to full-size amps at twice the price 2 • : • 24 352

• Pro-)eel Stereo Box S 199 Engagingly energetic amp with more than passable analytical skills 2 • 18 352

• Rega Brio-R 3998 Fights well above its weight in terms of timing and musicality 4 MM : • 50 352

• AudioAnalogueVerdi Cento 1,600 A capable and strong performer with many likeable features 5 11/oM/W. • 70 352

• Audio Note IZero 1,548 A fine performer that provides a catalyst for the Zero system CD player and loudspeakers 4 8 348

• Bel Canto C5i 1,799 This integrated amp/DAC produces a very energetic sound with plenty of detail 2 MM 60 351

• CanorTP106VR+ 3,950 A well thought-out amplifier that offers superb performance with real-world stability Ì 4 55 354

• Creek Destiny 2 1,600 Excellent tonal balance and gorgeous, effortless detail 6 opt • • 116 342

• Cyrus Bxp d 1,550 Best heard in the context of a Cyrus system, this amp nevertheless has some great qualities 6 : : • : • i 80 342

• Electrocompaniet EC15 Mk II 2,750 Big, characterful and beautifully built amp, with equally big and unforced sound 6 120 349

• Emilie Ara 2,450 - ■ vPo ■ i !,8 a an; v-se r • . ■■ • • ■ a useful set of features 2 • 22 343

• Icon Audio Stereo 60 Mk 3 qoo An energetic valve amp that offers high power and delivers it with confidence . 4 ; • i 65. 34-6

• leema Pulse Ill 1,495 Offers a clean, smooth sound and has an unusually wide array of inputs 6 MM MC 70 342

• Moon I3.3 3,000 Lively and lifelike with a good sense of rhythm and generally good performance 4 opt • • 10 349

• Pathos Ethos 3,250 A highly capable two-channel amp that offer’s great sound, plus a versatile equipment interface 6 : • i 100 348

• Peachtree Audio iDecco 1,000 A well-equipped amp/DAC orm-stop solution for iPod and digital audio users 2 ♦ 40 344

• Peachtree Audio Nova 1,099 This amp/DAC combi is a fine heart for a computerised desktop system Ì 3 : : • ♦ 80 341

• Primaluna Prologue Two 1,820 This valve amp has many fine qualities that will endear it to many audiophiles 4 : : • • 30 346

• Primare 132 2,200 Gorgeous sound, while the prospect of future upgrades is truly mouth-watering 3 120 344

• Rega Elicit 1,595 A very good bass, while imaging and detail provide an involving and enjoyable listen 5 opt • 80 349

• Unison Research S6 2.990 This valve amp creates a big spacious soundstage with ample depth and width i 5 i 35 347

A
m

plifiers / Pre/pow
er am

plifiers

Pre/power amplifiers
Separate boxes can bring clear advantages

Badge Product Price Comments
% % S '

e CambnbridgeAudioAzur^E/l^W 2,000 Enterprising technology delivers a pre/power combo that always sounds detailed and controlled : • • 8 opt • 200 309

• NADC165BEE/C275BEE 1,550 An alternative to the usual integrated route and one that offers flexibility and fine sound i • ' • 6 MM/K 130 336

• Audio Research DS450 7,000 Power amp features a very neutral transparent sound with lots of power and low-running temperature ! • 2 ASO 337

e Bryston BP16/ 2B SST2 5,700 Preamp and power amp combo offers superb sound quality • • 6 opt • 100 323

e Cayin SP-30S/SP-40M 3.346 Smooth clean sound quality, this combo is well-balanced and natural-sounding :• > Î 4 MM • 40 343

• Classé Audio CP-800 4.450 A future-proof and well-built preamp with an excellent USB DAC and range offeatures • i 6 350

• Cyrus Stream XP 2,000 An easy to use streaming DAC/preamp with a great combination of sound quality and features i • : 5 • 346

• Cyrus MonoXsoo 2.495 A power amp with a rare combination of speed and resolution • 2 300 341

• Linn Akurate Kontrol/2200 7,550 Reviewed as part of an entire system (streamer and speakers), this combo offers a crisp, open sound • • 2 200 ‘ 3-ÎL23

• Mark Levinson No. 326S 8,ooo Excellent USB implementation, natural sound and solid build. Excellent performance levels i • i 7 • • 338

• Musical Fidelity M6PRE/PRX 4,998 For those wanting a powerful high-end pre/power combo at a realistic price, this is a fantastic package • * 9 • • 260 340

• Onkyo P-3000R/M-5000R 4,200 Superb sounding combination with excellent build, flexibility and connection options > Î 6 MM • 80 345

• Quad Elite Pre/Mono 1,500 Clear and well-focused bass, plus a sound with a high degree of simple honesty i«!• : 6 MM. MC • 150 349
• Trilogy 909/990 10,390 Extremely musical valve-based pairing with hybrid power and beautiful finish • • 6 • 100 325

E2ZS353LINE INPUTS Input sockets for source components with a line level output: CD players, DVD players, tape decks, tuners, phono stages etc. PHONO INPU Input 
sockets and on-board phono stage for a cartridge. Either MM (moving magnet) or MC (moving coil), occasionally both. REMOTE CONTROL A remote control is supplied with the 
amplifier. HEADPHONE SOCKET To drive your cans with. POWER OUTPUT Manufacturer's rated output in watts per channel.
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HERE COMES THE REAL MAGIC

AWARD WINNING - The Mini-I has consistently 
been rated full marks for its sheer number and quality 
of features resulting in an outstanding price to performance 
ratio. The Mini-I has ranked 5/5 Star from HiFi Choice and 
won the Headphonista Oustanding Design 2010 award!

24/192KHZ - The Mini-I supports up to 24-bit and 192KHZ 
through its S/PDIF and BNC inputs. The maximum sample 
rate supported via USB is 24-bit/48 KHz.

LCD DISPLAY - A useful feature that displays the 
current active input, sample rate, volume level and 
track time information.

INPUTS/OUTPUTS - The Mini-I has it all with USB, 
BNC, Optical and digital Coaxial inputs.A single pair of 
phono (L/R RCA) and balanced (XLR) connectors provide 

the outputs.

REMOTE CONTROL - One of the very DACs to 
come with a remote control. Features on/off control, 
input selection, volume control and a mute button.

DAC/PRE-AMP/HEADPHONE AMP - The 
Mini-I does it all; you can use the DAC as a fixed line 
output or as a preamp with variable line out. The icing 
on the cake is the 6.3mm headphone jack.

MATRIX MINI-I
DAC/PRE-AMP/HEADPHONE AMP

£259 inc UI< shipping

*****

UK Retailer
AmpCity UK I 020 3384 6392 I info@ampcity.co.uk I www.ampcity.co.uk AMPCITY

mailto:info@ampcity.co.uk
http://www.ampcity.co.uk
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Streamers/music servers
Streaming and music servers are opening up a new dimension in listening pleasure
Badge Product Price Comments

• CambribridgeAudioMPjo 400 A fully featured streamer that sounds remarkably open and works well wirelessly. ....... .. . ..... .. . .. ................... .. .•••••••..• ...••••••••.
• Logitech SqueezeboxTouch 240 Possibly the best user interface we've seen on any dedicated digital audio player

• Marabù TE7OT4
— — — — — — — — — . — ......................... -- -• —

• NaimND5XS

• Rotel RDG-1520

600 Easy to use, the NA7004 makes getting into streaming simple and all for a great price, too

1,925 A 'starter' product, its performance actually comes close to that of a reference-level streamer

795 A great product for those unaccustomed to internet-based audio

349

351

351

35

351

Stream
ers/M

usic servers/D
A

Cs/Cables

ESIS1 WIRELESS Able to receive files wirelessly INTERNAL DRIVE Fitted with its own hard drive USB USB Sockets fitted NTERNET RADIO Able to receive web radio 
IPOD COMPATIBLE Able to connect directly to an iPod APPLE AIRPLAY Able to function as an AirPlay receiver BALANCED OUPUT Fitted with a balanced out DIGITAL OUTPUT 
Fitted with a digital output

DACs o • 0 ■ o

Digital-to-analogue convertors are back and the price has come right down
Price CommentsBadge Product

• Antelope Audio Zodiac Plus 1,895 Remarkable resolving capabilities and more inputs than the majority of DACs . • • 192 • • • 345
• Benchmark DAC1 950 Very clean sound with plenty of detail and also good rhythmic drive ! • • 192 • • • 341

• Cambridge Audio DacMagic 230 Detail and imaging are very good and a decent feature count only adds to the appeal ♦ • : 96 • 331

• Electrocompaniet PD1 1,250 Great sound and superb build, the PD1 allows you to access music on your computer hard drive : • • • : • 192 • 350

• FumtechGT40 395 The perfect ‘missing link’ between analogue and the home computer • 96 • • 342

• Matrix Mini-i 260 Agile, lively and detailed sound with clear and full-bodied bass , • • • : 192 .

• M2 Tech Young DAC 1,200 For affordable ultra-high resolution, this DAC has detailed sound and is full of life and vibrancy • •
..,.

• : 96 •
.......... .............
• 350

• NuForce DAC9 1,095 A very capable DAC with good input and output provision : • • • : 192 • • 350

• Rega DAC 498 A little stunner, combining genuinely high-end sound with a good feature set • • : 44 346

• TEACUD-H01 299 This DAC has plenty to recommend it at a great price j • • • : <92 * • • : 354

COAXIAL INPUT Fitted with a coaxial input PTICALINPUTS Fitted with an optical input US Fitted with a USB input WIRELESS Able to receive material wirelessly 
SAMPLING RATES Maximum sampling rate of the DAC BALANCED OUTPUTS Fitted with a balanced output HEADPHONE SOCKET Can operate as a headphone amp VOLUME 
CONTROL Can be connected directly to an active speaker or power amp.

Cables
Cables really can make a difference, especially our top recommendations

interconnects
Badge Product Price Comments

e Black Rhodium Polar Illusion 250 A good all-rounder, with clear and purposeful bass and particularly fine treble • • i 321

• Chord Co. Indigo Plus 995 Costly, and high-class cable needs running in, but this is a finely detaileddesign overall • 323

• Peerless Sigma 70 A cable that belies its modest price with sound that's detailed, neutral and full bodied • • 343

• QED Ref Audio Evolution 63 Tonally favours the bass, but overall detail and imaging are very good : • • 343

• QED Signature Audio S 190 Mellifluous and rounded, this cable is a great choice for lovers of the human voice 9 • 332

• Atlas Mavros 285 By any reckoning this is a very revealing wire • • ; E 336

• van den Hui The Wave 65 The results this cable achieves are excellent and it scores highly for value • • E 336

BSpeakeTcabMsiprffepei^trei

• Black Rhodium Jive Bi-Wire 14 Bi-wire cable which is full of sonic virtues. It's highly practical,too • 339
• Kimber4PR 65 Many high-end virtues at a budget price, including a well-judged bass and sweet extended treble : • 349
• Monster MCX-is 5 Notable for its bass, perhaps a touch overdone at times but could be a good foil to small speakers • • 280

• van den Hui The Teatrack 35 A bi-wire cable with a sound that's impeccably timed, neutral and full of detail • • 339
• Wireworld Stream 6 Packs a punch when needed and the detail is good : • 349

M J «d H 41 STRAM DEI Cable has a number of (usually) twisted strands to conductthe signal. SOLID COR Cable has one or more individually insulated strands to conduct the 
signal. COPPER Material used to form the conducting element of the cable. SILVER Alternative material used to form the conducting element of the cable.
DIGITAL CABLE TYPE E - electrical, D - optical. Cables are one metre length unless otherwise stated.
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ANATEK RESEARCH 
APOLLO 

ATACAMA 
AV INTERNATIONAL 

CHORD COMPANY 
CHORD ELECTRONICS 

CLEARAUDIO 
DYNAVECTOR 
EAR YOSHINO 

GOLDRING
GRAHAM ENGINEERING 

GRAHAM SLEE 
G F HADCOCK 

ISOTEK 
KOETSU 

KUDOS AUDIO 
MARTIN LOGAN 

LYRA
MAGNEPLANAR 

MELODY
MICHELL ENGINEERING 

MONITOR AUDIO

WELCOME TO THE NORTH EAST
NAD
NAIM AUDIO 
NORDOST 
NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE 
OPERA 
ORTOFON
PATHOS ACOUSTICS 
PROJECT
PS AUDIO 
PURESOUND 
REGA 
REVOLVER 
ROKSAN 
SME 
STAX 
SUGDEN AUDIO 
TEAC ESOTERIC 
TRANSFIGURATION 
TRICHORD RESEARCH 
UNISON RESEARCH 
USHER AUDIO 
VAN DEN HUL

HIFISOUND, Castlegate mill, Quayside, Stockton on Tees. 01642 267012

CNDHANDH I FI.CO.UK
Guaranteed used and ex-demo audio equipment from HifiSound - the UK's premier source

Call: 0845 6019390 Email News@Cndhandhifico.uk
Analogue
AudloTechnlcaAT1100tonearm.excellenl.......................... 199
Clearaudio Unify tonearm, brand new.......................  9991
Cea-auco CvrConcepl.mnl boxed ex demo Ca
DPA DPSSOs mrn'mc phcro. exceienl boxed . . '99
Garrard 301, gocd .rosrne’tics.fui woOong orders 799

C-'-rtperbes. va-ious ex dspay Cal
Graham Sle E-a God r:tio. excelenl boxed; 229
Gaham S ee Ref ex. mini 2 79
Ha<-u^ 242SE tonearm. v;c boxed 349
Lehmann Ba .̂ Cube; Phone Stage . 199
LnnLP12. \lahaa.Aklo 54g
LnnLP12 ^ vaha a &Bask Pus lonearm 4,99
L nn Ek.o.s . vgc 649
L nn llok. oblack .-e^r , vgc 4.99
Mche VC PONe- suppy(fo- DC molo-) 199
Mche Synao. RB250 -ea y exce enl 349
Mche Hyrjauic Reference’, SME 3009. new Id 74,9
Mche Gy-oSE ex demo . 999
Micher Gy-o SE. RB25-0. Go d-n<; cart excelenl boxed 649 
NollsAnaogueSpa^yocka-mi. heavy kit, ps 1199
NoitsAnaklgue Soased^and Hac-ock-. 228 . 349
OfaOrtofon lA'00 >0lonea-r m brand new unused 4.99
Projects RPM10.vgc boxed 899
Quad 24.P phone slage n- mnl boxed ex demo . . . Ca 
Rega P3 Sl fag, exce' enl boxed 29
Rega Pana- 3. E ysboxed . .219
Roksan TMS' &OSU.SME IV superb. boxed 2499
Roksan Xe-xes, SME ‘V, pSU. boxed 999
Roksan Xe-xes, Kuzma Slog. bow pSU. boxed . 74,9
Roksan N ma. un pvol loneanTI vgc 299
SME 2G'2a lurnlabe & ISeries V am. ex demo. REDUCED4499 
SME 3030, excelenl boxed 249
SME T3C0,exce’ enl 179
TheSource. h“oflboarep.svgc&newOrtofonlA1000. 89
Sumko CailnOrtridges. various ex d spay . Ca
Syslemdek iXOO ADC a-r m v;c boxed '99
l.&APHG1-0s wfth SME arm & phcro slage. £6k.ish new 1999 
Tho-ens ID309. ex d spay ba-ga n 799
IhO'Ons lD124. excelenl . 799
IfThorens ID125..SME 3009. SME pnth. exceienl . . . 399 
lorn Evans The G-oove. exce’ enl 1099
ltzwn^ed Rock 2. Rega lonearm vgc boxed . 4,99
l^.-nsaed Rock 2. Exca bur lont!a-m1 vgc boxed . ... 699 
l-r trichord Dno Mk1. exce’ enl boxed 199
Well Temogred R^erence, suogrtr! ................................1999
Wtlson tenesch AD. 1 lonearm. n- minl superb^ ...............799
Radios/Recorders
A-cam T61. nr minl boxed.. .................................. 149
A-cam Dl26DAB. exce enl 199
Camb- dge Aud o Azu- 64.0 Mus c Serve-. n- m nl 2 99 
Me-id an 204. good cond l on 199
Nakamchi s 5> cu"enl y n slock Ca
Quad FM66. exce enl 299
Quad FM4. exceenl ale verson boxed 199
Sugden Dl28 149

Telephone 01642 267012, Tuesday to Saturday 10 'til 5 
or email news@2ndhandhifi.co.uk

Amplifiers
AMR A77, excellent flightcased, REDUCED . — 2999
Arcam A90, exce enl remote 4.4.9
Arcam P1 Monobocks,exceenl . . . 1299
Arcam P85, excelenl boxed 329
Arcam P38 Power Amp fer exce enl boxed 599
Asln Dew 2000 Pus Integrated. as new 799
Audoab 8000A. vgc boxed 179
Audo Research LS2. ex boxed;, jUsl had AS se-vce 6699 
Audio Research V$110, vgc boxed, due in.......................1749
Audio Research SP11mk2. 2009 Official service.........Offers! 
Beard P35mk2,vgc,2 of...................................................... 799
Cambdge AudoA2.ur 350A Inlegraled, rr mnl boxed . 119 
CcambbogeA.id oA50 Inlegraled 14.9
Chord SPM603,ex dem - BARGAIN Ca
Chord SPM1050, mnl b ack/n cke egs, ex dem . 2 999
Chord Prma & Mezzo 50, n mnl boxed 2999
Chord CPM3300, exce enl boxed 34.99
Cyrus Power, near mnl boxed; 199
Cyrus OACXP, near mnl boxed 1099
Deron DAP2500Pre,POA4.4.00 Monos, good cond lon 799 
EAR 890 Power Amp f er ex demo mnl boxed . . 3999 
Esoleric A03 ex demo minl... ........ . Call
Exposure 28 Power, nr minl boxed..................................... 599
Krell Evolution 600 £31,(00 nnew! TO CLEAR Call
Krei KAV250, preamp. remole, exce enl 699
Kcal KSA200S, exce enl 174.9
Lnn Ma k nlegcalece exce enl, remole 299
L nn Majik 2100 Power, r;r mnl boxed REDUCED 799
L nn Ka m, nr m nl boxed Ca
Luxman LV105u, rare nlegcaled, exce enl boxed . Ca 
Maranlz PM18003 inlegcaledexce enl 3.19
Maslersound 3008 seInlegraled, ovey! Ca
Meiody PM845 Monob ock amps ex demo, save £4000 3999 
Melody 101 Preamplifier. worid renowned ex demo.. .. 2499 
Micromega IAGO, near minl boxed...................................... 499
Musical Fidelily 3a preamp &2 x MASO Monoblocks........399 
Musical Fidelily XT100 Inlegraled wilh P/S, nr minl..... .....599 
Musca f de ly 3a preamp vgc, REDUCED....................... 149
Musca f dety P370,due n Cal
NAIM NAP2'>0,ex demo Ca
NAIM NAC112/NAP150 exce enl boxed '>99
NAIM NAC92/NAP90 Pre Power, nn minl boxed 399 
NAM NAC202/NAP200, nr mnl boxed 1999
NAM NAC282/NAPSC, exce enl boxed; Ca
NvA P60MC./PS/A40, Px/P-SU/Powe exce enl boxed 599 
Palhos Logos. near mnl boxed 174.9
p;oneer A300r Prec s;on exce enl boxed; 199

l.’^™»:
^uac^n- Tuat:x: :o
Raysonic SPi00ms2, exce enl boxed 999
Rega Crca/Maa Pre/Power,exce enl boxed 549
Rega M ra 3, Lasl one sea ed box . Ca
Rega Cursa 3 and Exon 3 Monos ex demo 1599
RogueAudo Perseus/Attas Pre & Power, excellenl boxed .. 1399 
Ralel RC972 Preamp, remole ............... 199
Sony TAN55ES,excellenl boxed, .. .........249
Sugden A21, excellenl boxed.............................................599
Sugden Maslerdass Pre/Power ....... . .. .... 2499

Digital
Mv'IR CD77,excellent fightcased....................................... 3499
ArcamAlpha CD192, excellent boxed............................... 449
Arcam Alpha CD8se, excellent>vvith rerrote ........................199
A-cam CD73. exigent remote, boxed 199
A-cam Apha 8, exceient -ereroe, boxed 179
Arcam CD37. exce’ ent, remote •"99
Arcam CD72, boxed, exce- ent, -irrere . 14,9
/ycam GDelta 17:1 ^ce box DAC 199
AudoR-PM eseardli- DAC1, vyce 699
Ayre CX7e,ex-’u^^^.tboxed 1199
Be-esfo-d TC 7510 OACexce ent boxed 99
Cambridge^ AudoAzur 640 Music Server. r> boxed . 199
CyrusCDXt se, nr mnt boxed -499
Cyrus DACX, nr mnt boxed 5 >99
Cyrus DACXP, nr mnt boxed 1099
Cy-us COOS,exce ent boxed REDUCED 279

SAVEexce entboxed . 12449
L nr: Mm k,exce ent 29
cen: Gen:ki, excelent boxed .399
jLep.i se 3,1 rY mint boxed 799
Varantz CD17k. vgc boxed 399
Marantz SA7 S\ excecelt. remote etc . 2599
Vcrrcan 207 CD/Preamp, gocd ’¿condition 249
Mi-mnoga CDT). nvm nt boxed new u^» . >99
Micmmoga CD30.nr mnt t.oxed new uk^ 1199
Musca Fide tyA10082,exceentboxed 1199
Musca F dety NuVista 30,exceent boxed 1199
Musca F detyNJ,g<ocd:. part boxed 699
NAIM CDX2,nr mntboxed.just n Ca
NAIM NDX, nr m ntex demo Ca
NAIM CD5X.exce entboxed; 699
NA!M CD35,exce’ient t.oxed . 349
NAIM CD5if2. exce’ ent with remote . 54.9
NA!M CDS & COPS, exicel-t OOxed 1199
Ph ps SACD1000. vgc+-boxed 199
Primare 030 2. exce’ entboxed 699
ps Audio Perf^vsve TranFockCJACex dcdemo 3999
Puresoubo ASI00. exceient boxed . 599
Rega Apoo. nxcelter-'.""'1t- -emote . 379
Rtega Planet 200, exceientboxed 279
Roksan Kandy K.2, exce’ ent boxed 54.9
S.ogen CD21,ust pacased, t.oxed Ca
Theta OS Pre Gen 5 DAC.. exceientboxed Cal

Trichord trichord Researdl Dgta TT Pusar Dae air; pSU 4.99 
Un son Research Unco CD, nr mnt ex dcdemo . . 999
Wada Pboid^>. nr mntex demo Ca
AV/Accessories/Cables
Chord cables. various ex demo........................ . ... .Call
Cyrus PSXR. excellent boxed ...........................................249
DenonAVC-A11SR, excellent..........................................299
Narn NAPSC. F atcap etc Ca
OnkyoAVAmp fers. speca deas now on Ca
Russ Andrews Ma ns B ock. Supe- Purf er etc . Ca
Son c L nk ma ns cab es. var ous .. 4.9
Townshend Seism c rack. 4. t er m nt 1098

Trichord Research Powerblock.........................................Call

Loudspeakers
AVI Neulron 5, ex demo minl........................................... 349
AVI ADM9 1, ex demo nr m nl 84.9
Aud oveclor M3 Signalure Aclve.s, n minl boxed 124.9 
B&W CDM1NT, boxed n red cherry 499
B&W CDM1NT boxed wlh malch ng slands . 549
B&W 805s, vgc wlh malchng slands .. 1499
B&WDM70 Conlnenla , fa r cosmelcs, fu y wor^ng. Offers 
Epos ES14, excellenl boxed wilh dedicated slands .... 299 
GRIFFIN LOUDSPEAKERS WANTED ...................... Call
Indigo Model One, wilh malching Sub1 unils boxed ... 249 
Kef Cresla, excellenl boxed............................................49
Kef Q3, excellenl.................................      119
Kudos C10 'Super Ten’ Flighlcased. superb, REDUCED. Call 
Linn Tukan, cherry vgc. ............... 199
Lnn Keiidh, KuSlone slands n cherry 299
Magnepanar MG3 6. Ex demo, superb Ca
Marln Logan Odyssey. exce enl boxed 2999
Marl n Logan Summ l X, exce enl! Ca l
Mart n Logan C aMy, excelenl boxed .999
Mer d an M20 Aclive speakers . 399
Meridian M3 Aclive speakers...........................................399
Meridian M1 Aclive speakers, boxed due in.................Call 
Mirage OM6 dipoles. excellenl sound for peanuls .... 449 
Monilor Audio Radius HO, various ex display............. Call 
Mon lor Aud o BX1, nr m nl boxed..................................... 99
Mordaunl Shorl Mezzo 6, nr m nl boxed .399
PMC 081, exceenl boxed. 499
PMC GB 1 , excel enl boxed 899
pSB Apha 81 Slereoph e Producl of lhe year BAR
GAIN!" 99
Q Acousl cs 2000 ser es, var ous ex demo Ca
Quad ESL57s, good wor<ng order -499
Ruark C/usader 3, exce enl boxed . 999
Scandyna Mcropod SE speakers. exce enl . 119
Sonus Faber Concert na Home. boxed w lh slands . 74.9 
Sonus Faber Cremona, exce ienl boxed . 274.9
Tanney F3 F oortslander, vgc 99
Th e CS 7 2, v<;c, usl refr:) shed 2999
Townshend G aslonbury 2, good cond l on 74,9
Usher Mn Dancer 2s, ex d spay ca for dela s Ca 
Usher S520 and malchng Subwoofers Ca
Usher 718 Diamonds, excellenl boxed, ex demo.. .. 1399 
Wharfedale Diamond Home cinema pack, ex demo .. Call 
Wharfed.a e i<J1 ex demo, .;r m nl boxed 149
Wharfeda e 10 3 ex demo, exce enl boxed 199
Wharfedae Aclve Damond 7 1s - rare boxed! . . 119
Wi son Walt/Puppy 312, vgcre ccalei; due n 224.9

Special System Deals
AudioAnalogue CrescendoAmplCD, ex dem, REDUCED .. 699 
Mi^moga CD10 & IA60, bolh as new 999
.nn Cassk. exce !enl OOxed . . Cai
Kre Sfcwca^ Cnema (HOMI),mnl boxed ONLY 4,999 
NAIM Un liQule & Kudos X2s. ex demo Ca l
NAO varous ex demo p^ieres Ca
Onkyo TSXR608 and Q Acousl cs 2-000 Cnema pack Ca
Rega Salurn, Cursa 3, Exon 3s, exce’ enl Cal
TEAC Mini syslems brand new - call for delails!. . ........ . Call

FI.CO.UK
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Stereo speakers
The most influential link in the chain

Stereo speakers

Up to fiyeoo
Badge Product Price Comments

%. % 
%

q. a
<3^

%
!b *
% % X

• Acoustic Energy Radiance 1 600 Limited bass, power handling and dynamics, but exceptional mid-to-treble voicing 18.5,32,25 A 33 • 325

• Acoustic Energy Neo V2 700 Lots of box, this speaker produces a coherent and engaging sound 20.3,120,30 • A • 348

• Amphion Helium 410 600 Speaker combines exceptional clarity and timing with a solid build 13.2,25.9,22 A 60 • ■ 351

e ATCSCMu 867 Avery fine little speaker t-at its best with natural recordings where it adds little 21.38,25 A- 55 • ■ 293

• Boston Acoustics A 360 720 Avery cohesive and entertaining speaker with a wonderfully musical and tonally even performance 34.5,106,27.4 • A • Ì 349

• Bowers and Wilkins CM1 488 Luxury miniature has laid-back sound, low coloration and fine imaging, but weak dynamics 16.5,28,28 A- 40 279

e Cambridge Audio S30 130 At its best with energetic, rhythmic music, this bookshelf speaker has class-leading bass 16,22.6,23.5 3 4 7

• Castle Knight 2 400 A true resurgence forthe Castle brand, the Knight 2 has a beguiling sound quality 20,38,336 A+ 42 • ■ 338

e EB Acoustics EB2 669 Excellent value speaker, its composite enclosure gives a very clean and neutral sound 2 2.5,45.30 A 64 • 341

e Elipson Planet L 600 Well built and clever design, this is a fine-sounding speaker with many likeable qualities 40.5,42.3,42.8 A 48 • 350

• Epos Epic 5 /SO Excellent aesthetic and lively, involving sound, this is a superb performer 28.6,98,38 A • 347

e Focal Chorus 726V 950 Compact and realistically priced, the Chorus 726V is a good all-round performer 22,9937.5 • A 25 • 325

• JBL Studio l88o 700 Good value floorstander with neutrality, massive head room and plenty of punch 22,9937 • A 25 • : 275

e KEFiQso 599 Looks cute and very discreet, with spacious imaging, good balance and a sweet treble 17.5,81.5,26 • A 23 • 315

• Mission MX5 600 An engaging listen and worth an audition, if you have the room 25.99339 • A- • 341

• Monitor Audio BX5 500 Attractive and compact design with fast and engaging sound 21.5,86.8,24.8 • A- • 345

e Monitor Audio Silver RS8 850 Bold, dynamic sound, it’s an easy load that works well in larger rooms 90,18,27 • A 33 • • 276

• Monitor Audio GS10 900 More neutral tonally than some recent MAs, the GS10 is is easy to drive 20,36,27 A- 40 • 284

e PMCDBii 985 Could be more neutral, but a very effective musical communicator 15.5,29,23.4 A+ 30 • • 334

e ProAcTablette Ref Eight 704 Stunning standmount with electrostatic-like imagery. Its brother is even better! 15.27.23 A+ 40 • 267

• QAcoustics 2010 115 The sheer cleanliness of this speaker’s sound is astonishing 15,23.4,20.3 347

• QAcoustics 1020i 140 Outstanding value, t smooth well-balanced and lively sound makes a fine communicator 17.5,25,26.5 A+ 60 • • 318

• Roth Audio olii0 100 An even-handed bookshelf loudspeaker with very good upper-bass energy 15-3.19-9.17-8 347

• SpendorS3/5R2 850 A superb performer that takes the classic attributes of the design and adds further all-round ability 16.5.30.5,19 • 354

• Tannoy Revolution DC6T 820 Good-looking and compact floorstanderwith a beautifully judged overall balance 20_2,9S,i5J • A • 346

• TeufelT500 568 Good value, solid build and an extended warranty 19.5,105,32.5 e A^ • 340

• Triangle Color 899 Excellent build, with strong and evenhanded sonics 18.8,96.5,27.5 • A .• 349

• Wharfedale Diamond 10.0 130 A strikingly energetic bookshelf speaker that's notably communicative with voices 14.5,23.6,16.5 347

• XTZ 99.26 670 Astonishing value for money, this is a very talented performer with well-recorded music 24-4.39-9.35-2 ...... 348

Above £1,000

Adam Audio Tensor Delta 8,400 This active loudspeaker brings a powerful range of capabilities to its performance 33.56,34 A 50 • 329

• AE Energy Radiance 2 1,000 This speaker boasts fine neutrality, sweet top, fine imaging and wide dynamic range 18.5,92,25 • A 30 • 334

• AE Reference 1 1,500 Fine mid-to-treble neutrality and coherence, plus wide dynamic range 19,31,28 A • 354

• AE AE1 Mklll 2,000 This speaker has a lovely midband smoothness and superior image focus 18.5.31.25 A 24 • 337

• Amphion Argon 3L 2,300 Solid build ensures an impressively clean sound with loads of bass and fine neutrality 19,92.5,30.5 • A 44 • 322

As para HL6 4.300 Acousticmaterial sounds great and there are many strengths in design and performance 18.5.93.34.5 • A • 332

• Audio Note ZeroAZ-Two 1,294 A sensitive and immediate-sounding speaker and tested as part of the Zero system 25,90,30 A • 348

• Audioplan Kontrapunkt IVB 2,898 Boasts exceptional stereo imaging and mid-through-treble coherence 16,35,26 • A 45 329

• Audiovector Ki3 Signature 1,890 Very attractive and discreet, with fine stereo imaging and lowcoloration 14.98.27 • A • 9 343

Audiovector S3 Super 2,600 Useful ability to upgrade, offers good musical communication and stereo imaging 19,103,31 • A 50 • 328

• AVIADM9 1,125 Active mini-monitors that are exceptionally accurate and dynamic sounding 20,30,26 ACT 60 • 301

• Bowers and Wilkins CMS 1,250 Exceptional looking speaker with a fine midrange and superior imaging 16.5x96x28 • A 60 • 344

• Bowers and Wilkins PMi 1,995 This standmount boasts fine imaging, superb neutrality and dynamic range 19x33x25 A 40 • 352

Bowers and Wilkins 802 11,500 This high-end speaker has an airy, spacious midband, with clean bass reproduction 36.8,138,56.3 • A 27 • 337

• Canton Vento 820 1,200 Really emphasises the benefits of the standmount,with great freedom from boxiness 22,36,31.5 : • A+ • 342

• DALi IKON 7 Mkll 1,669 With a wide dynamic range, this speaker offers high performance at a realistic price 20x117x36.4 • A • 348

• Dynaudio DM3/7 1,299 Sound has a fine overall balance and impressive bass weight 20.4,96.27.5 • A 9 345

• Focal Chorus 826W LE 1,879 Focal has turbo charged the 826 resulting in lots of energy, excitement and fine detail 28.2,103.8,37.5 • A • 330

• Focal Electra 1027 Be 4.399 Outstanding mid and top with fine delicacy, low coloration, but lacks some bass grip and drive 26.5,111,35 • A- 25 9 276

Free FS1 3,500 An elegant design with the minimum of wiring. Wireless with Sanos or Airport Express 16,87,27 • ACT 35 • 301

• Gamut Phis 3,040 Lovely discreet fioorstander has excellent sound and several very clever engineering touches 17,100,24 • 20 9 305

Green Mountain Audio Rio 2,000 Fabulously tight timing and coherence makes for a very expressive and musical performer 20.8,40.6,34.9 • A 80 9 332
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Stereo speakers (continued)
Shapes and sizes for every budget

Badge Product Price Comments

2630,25.2,23.2 317

Stereo speakers

• GuruQMio 1,595 A very clever close-to-wall standmount with fine imaging, that sounds a lot biggerthan it looks

• JamoR907 6,600 Arguably the more 'chummy' ofJamo's dipole flagships, powerful bass and open midrange :■■-'•• ; •......... ; ........ ... ................ - - .....ry.
A ;...1 3° 1 • .....;....3^...

• KEFBlade 20,000 With its wide dynamics and good imaging, this is a stylish performer 363,159,54 • A 4G • i 351
• KudosX2 1,350 Attractive presentation alongside a lively sound makes for an involving experience 16.6,78,20.6 • 27 • _j 337
• Linn Akurate 242 7,300 Wide, smooth high-frequency dispersion, with excellent sound 21,100,38 • • 343
• MAD 1920 1,350 Classic styling cues; fine bass alignment and a lively, if somewhat forward character Ì A 60 • i 354
• MagicoV2 18,000 High pricing derives this speaker's superb painstaking engineering & impressive performance 25-5,115,30 • A 32 i • j„ 13^
• Magneplan Magneplanar 1.6 2,500 Great with acoustic and classical material, this dipole panel speaker has superb sound quality j48.165,5Jj« A 43 •■329
• Mission 796 1,JOO Clean, open and detailed, smooth, relaxed loudspeaker does exactly what it says on the box 20.6,99.8,31.8 • A 25 i • j
• Monitor Audio Gold GX200 2,300 A stylish speaker free from boxiness with wide dynamic range 17,99,30 • A 25 • ■ *349
• Mordaunt-Short Perf 6 LE 4,799 Striking moulded enclosure minimises coloration, overall balance is smooth, neutral and open . 24,115,43 • A

....... a
22....... ; • 308

..... - - ...... •

• Neat Momentum 3i 1,790 Sounds biggerthan it looks, with good coherence and an impressively wide dynamic range 22,38,27 A- 23 • i 3^_
• Opera Callas 3,195 Technically innovative multi-tweeter system, this is a grown up and articulate performer 23.37-5,34 321- - - - - —r • L ..1.311
• Opera Seconda 1,995 Fine styling and finish, plus very superior voicing, if a shade lacking in warmth 24,102.5,31.5 • A 20 • 314
• Pioneer S-2EX-W 5,200 This speakeroffers superb midband neutrality and exceptional clarity 29.1,56.5,42.5 • A 37 i • 320
• PMC GBii 1,525 Fine voice reproduction, overall agility and well-judged balance 15.5,87,23.4 • A 40 • 347

• PMC twenty.23 2.095 Attractively styled, with a smooth coherent balance and a dry, but clean bass
,,,,, .woww. T.r*. 1 r, rii~ • •• „• ....... .... .... ........ «... .................... . ...

...... :*?!?^^ : A Jr, • : 354^-——:.-.-«Mp.. ••..

• PMC FBii 2,100 A floorstander that boasts impressive bass extension and a smooth sweet top end 20,100,30 • . ^. A 20. . . . • 329...... ...................

e PMC fact.8 5,250 Beautiful styling, alongside a superb all-round sound with a notably wide dynamic range • 15.5.105.38 ••
. . .

/• 55 _ • 327
•

- - —- ................ ----------------  - — _ — ---- - -— - ----------  - __
QuadralAurum Allan VIII 1,570 This speaker has a warmth that belies its size and a very laid-back character 22.2,40.5,34.6 • A . .. . . •

52 •
, _ _ _ _ _ _ , _ _ _ _ J —: 350

• ProAcStudio 140 Mk2 1,690 Headroom and high sensitivity are an encouragement to play it loud : 19,104,28 • A • i 347
• Rega RS7 1,685 Lively and transparent with superior dynamic range 24.6,98.8,34.6 • A • J 347
• Revolver Screen 3 2,799 Visually dramatic and very successful in delivering genuine high-quality hifi sound 50,140,11 A 35. •
• Sonus faber Luito Monitor 1,690 Subtly designed, elegant-sounding package, especially with good recordings : 18.5,35.33.5 A......... 55 • : 322
• Sonus faber Minima Vintage 2,490 Easy, graceful-sounding compact, a natural for acoustic material at moderate volume levels 20,33.27.5 A- 55. . • ! 312,. ....... . . . . .......... . .

• Sonus faber Cremona Audit. 3.350 Open, exciting and with surprisingly good bass, this is ‘The Little SpeakerThat Could’ 20,35,37 A 50 i • :L.??5

• SpendorSAi 1.295 Very high-quality sub-miniature with notably superior sound A 3° • L334
• SpendorSP3/3R2 2,295 Lovely overall balance with fine voicing and transparency 27,54-5.32.5 A • 343
• Tannoy Definition DC8 2,500 Stylish-looking, this speaker is a fine communicator with clean, crisp and dynamic sound 27.47,26 

________ 4-___ ___ 4 --- - - - 4 ..^1 • 343, . . . .... -4------------..-

• Totem Sttaf 1,695 This speaker delivers good scale with a fine midband 16,85,24.2 • A • :......Í 34O
• Triangle Genese Lyrr 3,300 A well-balanced speaker with generous sensitivity, fine imaging and good expressiveness 23,30.3,113.3 • A 30 • 338

• Teufel Ultima Boo 2,498 Exceptional value for money due to direct sales and easy system-matching 22,98,37 • A 42 • 335
• Vivid Audio K 14.495 With a subtle, fast and wide bandwidth, this speaker is one of the finest on the planet 28,130,45 A 35 • [ 325
• Wilson Benesch Curve 5.383 Much (but not all) of the ACTs performance in a much more compact and affordable package ; 23,91,37 • A 28 i • [.. i 254
• Wharfedale Opus 1,500 Great material value and a solid, if bright and forward sound. Has great loudness potential : 26,100.5,41 • A 23 • i 314
• Yamaha Soavo z 1,200 Cunningly crafted with a beautiful balance that always sounds lively, open and involving 22,38,35 A 28 • 296
• Zu Essence 3,750 Realism and communication skills are more than compensation for balance shortcomings 30.5,125,30.5 • A 25 • J 327
£233353 5IZEW,H,D (cm) Width, height and depth of one cabinet in centimetres. FLOORSTANDEI Speakers that don't require stands. EASE OF DRIVE How much power the 
amplifier needs (approximately) to drive the loudspeaker effectively. A+ 25 watts plus 50 watts plus 100 watts plusACT Active - the speaker has its own in-built amplifier. 
BASS FROM How low the speaker goes - the smaller the number the deeper the bass. FREE SPACE The speakers work best away from wall(s). CLOSE TOWALL The speakers will 
work best when up against a wall (but avoid corners).

HFC TOP PICKS

Focal Chorus 826W LE £1,879
Focal has taken the 826 and turbocharged it, keeping 
the virtues of the stock model but with increased 
energy, excitement and detail

PMC fact.8 £1t,600
Afantastic combination of elegant design, well
thought out room-tuning features and superb sonic 
performance. A 2010 Product of the Year nominee

Castle Knight 2 £1too
The Knight 2 continues in the great Castle tradition
of excellent finish and solid build and climbs to the
top of the pile with excellent sonic performance
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Digital Audio streaming
hi-fi and networked audio specialists from single systems to whole house solutions

_______________

New Akurate OS LINN New Klimax OS
•

•

•

Networked audio - simple access with a huge performance increase 
Audition & compare various products or brands in our listening rooms 
Arcam, B&W, Denon, Linn, Nairn, PMC, Rega, Quad, Spendor, Sonos

Whether you wish to add to or replace your existing source a networked audio player will provide easy 
access to your entire music collection and give a huge increase in performance. Our expert and friendly 
team can help plan, install, configure your network, and help migrate your music collection. Come and 
get hands on with the future and experience the latest digital streaming technology has to offer.

0% APR or deferred payment options available to suit your own budget
Example: Cash Price £1425. 20% Deposit required £285 plus 12 equal payments of £95. Total £1425 0% APR

Audition the Nairn Uniti family - the complete home network music solution 
Enjoy an audition in our comfortable listening rooms - Free on site parking 

www.billyvee.co.uk
See our website for current range of ex-demonstration and special offers

Rega - New product range
and value

New RP 3 
Turntable

Rega 
OAC

Brio-A 
amplifier

SOUND Y STEMS UZO OOuZ luZl□ u IN J I □ I c I I 0 emaj| enqujry: info@billyvee.co.uk
248 Lee High Road, Lewisham, London SE13 5PL (Mon - Sat 10am - 6.30pm Closed Thursday)

http://www.billyvee.co.uk
mailto:info@billyvee.co.uk
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BADGESKEY: Q RECOMMENDED • EDITOR'SCHOICE = ^ | GROUP TESTWINNER = ^ |Equipment supports
Hi-fi eq uipme n t supports come in all shapes and sizes

Buyers guide Hi-Fi
BEST BUY = •

%

Equipm
ent supports / Speaker stands

Price CommentsBadge Product
• Audiophile Base Std Supp't 1,200 Expensive and quite bulky, but sound is unusually detailed and resonance-free 57 46.}5 Í 3 MDF 302
• Blok Stax 300 180 A simple and effective design that gives some useful isolation across most of the audio band 40,46 3 : MDF : 334
• Custom Design Inert Matt 70 1 solation platform can improve the sound of hi-fi components, but is a bit small for most kit 40x25 Metal : 311

Custom Design XU 380 Simple construction pays off in smart looks. Sound contribution is minimal 60,42 :
*......

4 Glass ; 293
Custorn Design Milan 509 Good-looking stand with nothing more to complain of than slight muddying of detail 57 48,39 : : 4 .•.5^ l}?2 .— “ - ••••— — — . — ..... .... .... .............

• Hi-Fi Racks Podium
> . ...* ■ 1 • .......

500 A keenly priced piece of high-class furniture that also happens to sound great 59.5 ^ ; }2?

• Isonoe Isolation feet 98 A set of four isolation feet that areideally suited to microphonic kitiike turntables AAl 327
• Magic Racks MR1 600 At its best it’s very effective and gives real isolation across the audio band 59 Rubber 344
• Pro-Ject Ground It 255 Avery simply designed isolation base, with is very effective when reducingvibration J . . 5 MDF : 351
• Quadraspire Sunoko-Vent T Boo The sound is detailed and largely uncoloured, while the design is rigid and beautifully veneered 59,47 ’ 4 MDF 334

Russ Andrews Torlyte Rack 988 Attractive modular system made of very light Torlyte: a touch of adde? warmth is its only vice 68 54,49 . 4 Torlyte 240
• Townshend Seismic Sink 400 Pricey platform, that makes an obvious difference to any turntable's performance 50,40 : Steel 351Speaker stands

Not all stands are made equal - try one of our top buy
Badge Product

Atacama Duo 6

Custom Design FS104

Custom Design SQ404

Price Comments
65 Maintains high standards in mid and treble, with excellent tonality and good detail

190
220

Partington Ansa 60

Quadraspire QV60

119
250
70

Gets excellent results out of speakers small and large, and excels in fine detail and precise imaging

Robust four-pillar design gives very low coloration and maximises performance 

Elegantflat-packer ‘disappears' sonically; restrained but neutral and coherent

61
62

% % % % %
17.13 * \ 1 346

• 1 ■ 346
18,16.3 • ; 4 283
18,15 • 4 232

1 .346
17,13 ♦ 1 346Soundstyle Z2

HFC TOP PICKS

This stand helps maximise detail and tonal resolution

Bass can be a little imprecise, but there's plenty of detail on offer

E23H33 HEIGHT (CM) Height of equipment support and speaker stand (not including spikes) in centimetres. TOP PLATE SIZE (CM Width by depth of the supporting 
platform(s). Single figures indicate a square platform (Speakers generally overhang top plates)_ FILLABLE The stand can be mass-loaded with sand and/or lead to stop ringing. 
WELDED As opposed to bolt-together construction NUMBER OF SHELVES To putyour kit on (different configurations are often available). NUMBER OF LEÍ That support the 
stand. SHELF TYPE Material that shelves are made of.

•

DiAblo Phono AMplifiER
Fax: +44 (0)1684 311928Tel: +-44 (0)1684 311600 

sales@trichordresearch.com

Atacama Duo 6 £65
This value-priced loudspeaker stand adds a 
hint of vibrancyto the sound and there's plenty 
of life and energy in the midrange and treble

Quadraspire Sunoko Vent T £800
A clever solutiontothetwin problems of equipment 
cooling and resonance, thanks to a unique shelf 
design, makes this a worthy 2010 award winner

Townshend Seismic Sink Platform £400 
Made of steel, this platform makes anyturntable 
immunetothe effects of floor-borne vibration, as 
well as producing noticeable improvements to CD

Now available in the UK from Trichord Research 
Interconnect and Speaker 
cables using the legendary

18G ULTRA-WIRE
Ultra high purity 99.9999%,
linear crystal, stress-free, super annealed, micro-polished, 
ultra fine stranded copper conductors. Phenomenal 
reputation with sound quality to match.

TRichoRd ResearcU

http://www.hifichoice.co.uk
mailto:sales@trichordresearch.com
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I f you can't always find a copy of this
magazine, help is at hand! Complete this
torm and hand in at your local

Choice
store, they'll arrange for a 
copy of each issue to be 
reserved for you. Some 
stores may even be able to 
arrange for it to be 
delivered to your home.

. Just ask!
] Subject to availability

Please reserve/deliver my copy of 
on a regular basis, starting with issue

Title ______  First name

Surname

Address

Postcode

Telephone number______

If you don't want 
to miss an issue

KEFQ700
THIS BRAND NEW floorstanding 
loudspeaker gets its first test

LINN MAJIK DSM
SUPERB NEXT GENERATION 
network music player scooped!

REGA APOLLO R
OUT OF THIS WORLD? Find out if this 
swish new CD player makes the grade

| your system buying and upgrading queries
answered, all the latest hi-fi industry news, views and comment 
and the month’s finest new audiophile music releases!

IARCH ISSUE ON SALE THURSDAY 2 FEBRUARY 2012

124 llfi^^e FEBRUARY 2012 www.hifichoice.co.uk
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Dealer Guide [ Classified ]

Outstanding 
in our Field

A udio
Home Ci nema 
Multi-Room 
Installation

UniqueFurnitureOutlet

Located in the midst of rural Norfolk, 
Basically Sound offers a relaxing, 

out of town location for you to visit and 
experience the best performing 

audio systems available.

From turntables to the latest 
in network audio solutions, we ensure 

that you hear music as it should be heard 
- and the parking and coffee are free.

Brands 
offered include:

Arcam 
Bryston 

Chord Co.
Dynavector 
HiFi Racks 

Guru Pro Audio 
l soblue 

Lehmann
Linn 
Nairn 

Okki Nokki
PMC 
Rega 
REL 

Sennheiser 
Wilson Benesch 

Wireworld

"THE VINYL RESTING PLACE"

Calveley Court. Reymerston. Norfolk. NRg 4QD 
01362 820800 

enquiries@basicallysound.co.uk 
www.basicallysound.co.uk

BASICALLY
SOUND

Hand crafted Oak and Hardwood vinyl 
storage cabinets. Pleasing to behold; 

enhance your vinyl collection.
Traditional jointing, selection of 

hardwoods and finishes, ideal for 
alcoves

Coming soon ... Oak and Granite multi rack Hi-Fi 
supports

Contact Martin Legg on 01994 427303 or 07958997361 
why not visit us at vvvvvv.uniquefurnitureoutlet.co.uk

Chord 
Cyrus 
Dali 
Marantz 
Michell 
Monitor Audio 
Mordaunt Short 
Pathos 
Pioneer 
ProAc 
ProJect 
Q-Acoustics 
Quad 
Sanos

► 
► 
► 
► 
► 
► 
►

o %
UpTo 36 Months

York HiFi Specialist for over 40 Years 
New Store with Free Customer Parking 
Qualified Staff - Independent Advice 
Quality HiFi Seperates from £100 to £10,000 o% Finance 
Widest Choice in the Area - Most items from Stock Available*

Open 10: 30am - 5: 30pm Monday to Saturday *Subject to status

Visit our Website or Call for latest offers & promotions
Sugden
TEAC 
Wharfedale
& Many More... www.Vickers-Hifi.co.uk E-mail: VickersHiFi@Hotmail.com

mailto:enquiries@basicallysound.co.uk
http://www.basicallysound.co.uk
vvvvvv.uniquefurnitureoutlet.co.uk
http://www.Vickers-Hifi.co.uk
mailto:VickersHiFi@Hotmail.com
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avid

Analogue Seduction are dedicated towards two 
channel Hi-Fi, specialising in vinyl replay.

As well as our on-line shop we have dedicated demonstration 
retail facilities based in Peterborough, Cambridgshire and we 

can offer our customers home demonstrations.

We stock the finest in amplification, analogue, digital replay and speakers. 
We also specialise in a cable termination and cable burn in service.

Please visit our website www.analogueseduction.net to browse 
or purchase products that are not easily available elsewhere.

New vinyl records now stocked

Tel: +44 (0) 1733 344768

where sound 
becomes music

rega 
lavardin 

^rogc 
wCwia 
leben 
nagra 

devore 
chord.co 

dynavector 
quadraspire 

atacama 
well tempered lab 

music works

west hcimpstecid london
0330 111 5653 www.sonatahifi.com rob@sonatahifi.com

"... so good I swear it is 
surrounded by magic"

• Noel Key wood - Hi Fi Wortd

arcam

dynavector

epson

- for black stuff:
new toys

grado

i b e rega RP3 
huller

HIH
HOME CINEMA

& TECHNOLOGIES O'INTERIEUR
We're delighted to be exhibiting at the Salon Hi Fi Show in 

Paris, France on the 1st and 2nd October 2011

Please contact us for further details

sx IM WORLD

www.mfaudio.co.uk : : info@mfaudio.co.uk : : +44 (0) 1424 858260

kudos

!inn pr^ucts 

lyra

naim audio

neat acoustics 

nottingham 

primare

ortofon

pmc (including fact)

rega<

sennheiser

stax

sumiko

ipsw i c h
w w w . ;

signals
hi-fi for grown-ups

(01473)
g n a s

655171
u * corn

http://www.analogueseduction.net
http://www.sonatahifi.com
mailto:rob@sonatahifi.com
http://www.mfaudio.co.uk
mailto:info@mfaudio.co.uk
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Oranges & Lemons
www.orangesandlemons.info

020 7924 2040
61-63 Webbs Road London SW11 

shop@orangesand lemons.info

Audio-Visual 
Hi-Fi 
Multi-Room

Is this your problem? Here’s your
answer

loud too loud way too loud
It’s a common problem The usable range on the 
volume control is all down at the bottom end and 
fine control at low listening levels is either difficult 
or impossible The noise floor may be audible, 
too There is a simple and effective solution - the 
Rothwell In-Line Attenuators They can be 
used with pre/power or integrated amps to cure* 
the problems of excess gain and bring sonic 
benefits with even the most expensive equipm 

£39/pair - post free

I “this accessory 
is heartily 

recommended' 
Gramophone

01204 366133 www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk

. Almarro
Acoustics

BCD
Burson Audio
Coin ^CC^in

(Diapason
^fäLaßs

Tanney
Triangle

'Exposure Synthesis

Email:
Tel: 01302 711528 or 07931524266

Outstanding music and video 
systems from a retail shop 
established for over 40 years.

Come and enjoy your 
favourite discs and a cup of 
coffee with our relaxed team.

Every brand we sell is chosen 
for its spectacular quality, 
performance and reliability.

O'Brien Hi-Fi
60 Durham Road - London - SW20 OTW 
020 8946 1528 or shop@obrienhifi.com 
Tuesday to Saturday from 9arn until 6prn 

www.obrienhifi.com

F ..
^— V"""1"'"''^^ llUO\ Avid

020 7226 5500
www.grahams.co.uk

GRAHAMS

"One of the five best hi-fi 
shops in the world" 

ARENA MagazineGrahams
Canonbury Yard 
190a New North Road 
LondonN1 7BS

WWW. 

hifichoice. 

co.uk

sound Cinergy

37 High Street, Aldridge 
01922 457926

exposure
focal linn marantz michell 
monitor audio okki nokki 
onkyo optoma ortofon 
project rel roksan trichord

Ample Parking Tue-Sat 10 - 5.30pm 
ww.soundcinergy.co.uk

http://www.orangesandlemons.info
http://www.rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk
mailto:shop@obrienhifi.com
http://www.obrienhifi.com
http://www.grahams.co.uk
co.uk
ww.soundcinergy.co.uk
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INCVAT

www.iansbespokefurniture.co.uk

Wizard Range 
Holds 2.296 CDs

TEL: YOUR ORDER NOW 

01423 500442

25% 
discount on 

full price 
WOW

HANDMADE TRADITIONAL & MODERN FURNITURE

™ÆWÎAX RANGE est,™

HANDMADE, HAND POLISHED, 
NO ASSEMBLY REQUIRED!

Shelves adjustable by 1" increments to 
accommodate ^0 CDs. DVDs or books 

etc
Height 188cm, Width 62cm

WOODS: OAK, CHERRY 
MAHOGANY, MAPLE ETC

m i^m^ BESPOKE HANDMADE FURNITURE

The Old Chapel, 282 Skipton Road, Tel: 01423 500442
Harrogate, North Yorkshire, HG 1 3HE Fax: 01423 705200

IAN HARRISON HIFI 
SALE! UP TO 40% OFF!!

TEL: 01283 702875

SPECIALIST SUPPLIER OF 
TURNTABLES, TONEARMS, 
CARTRIDGES AND PHONO 
STAGES
INCLUDING: AMATEK, AUDIO TECHNICA, 
BENZ MICRO, CARTRIDGE MAN, 
CLEARAUDID, DENDN, GDLDRING, GRADO, 
GRAHAM SLEE, HADCOCK, HEED, ICON, 
KDETSU, LEHMANN AUDIO, MICHELL, 
MOTH, DRTDFDN, PRD-JEKT, REGA, SME, 
SUMIKO, THDRENS, TOM EVANS, 
TRANSFIGURATION, TRICHDRD, WHEST 
AUDIO, ZYX,

SPECIAL OFFER!!
SPEND £2,000 OR MORE 
ON ANY TURNTABLE, 
TONEARM OR TURNTABLE 
AND ARM AND GET A 
CARTRIDGE WORTH 
£500 FREE!!

PLEASE PHONE TO CONFIRM PRICE & AVAILABILITY PRIOR TO ORDERING. ALL GOODS ARE BRAND 
NEW & BOXED WITH FULL U.K GUARANTEES. NO EX^DEM OR EX^DISPLAY GOODS. NO GREY IMPORTS. 

GOODS ARE NOT SUPPLIED ON APPROVAL SORRY NO GENERAL CATALOGUES.
PLEASE PHONE OR WRITE FOR SPECIFIC REVIEWS, BROCHURES OR PRICES.

ESTABLISHED 1986.
MAIL ORDER ONLY FROM: IAN HARRISON, 7 MILL HILL, REPTON, DERBY, DE65 6GQ 

TEL: 01283 702875 9am-9pm INCLUDING SUNDAYS.

Front End Problem ?
contact:The Cartridge Man

It doesn ' t have to co t an arm and leg to get the best
-1 is ten to my Koetsu - and - Decca - eater.

Us o apäs for Croft. Moth. Hadcock & & E.A.R. Graham Slee project ;.
Valve equipment s-py service available.
- Plus cartridge re-tipping service

020 8688 6565
Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

FROM. ROCK SOLID SOU

Vivid Audio 
ELECTROCOM PAN IET 
AUDIO PHYSIC Bladellus
AYONCoda
Music tools 
boulder

astinTrewBlack rhodium
BELLES
ORACLE
AURAStello
HI FI RACKSVitus Rock Solid Sound

The Old Barn. Rosier Business Park, Coneyhurst Road, Billingshurst 
West Sussex, RH 14 9DE. tel. 01403 782221 or 079 50 274224 

info@rocksolidsounds.co.uk • www.rocksolidsounds.co.uk 
- Please telephone for an appointment -

To advertise here please call 
+44 (0) 1689 869 840

http://www.iansbespokefurniture.co.uk
http://www.thecartridgeman.com
mailto:info@rocksolidsounds.co.uk
http://www.rocksolidsounds.co.uk
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WM

SOUND CINERGY WM

AUDIOBOFFS

«01753 631000
□ www.studioavco.uk

«020 8943 3530
J www.infidelity.co.uk

INFIDELITY
9 Higli Street, Hampton Wick 
Surrey, KT 1 4DA.

SENSO SYSTEMS
Norfolk House, 16-17 Lemon Street, 
Truro. Cornwall TRI fi S
¥01872 273215
_1 www.audio-cinema.co.uk

ACOUSTICA LTD
17 Hoole Road, Chester, Cheshire 
CH2 3NH
«01244 344227
□ www.acoustica.co.uk

AUDIO IMAGES
128 London Road North, Lowestoft, Suffolk 
NR32 1HB
«01502 582853
□ www.audioimages-hifi.com

BASICALLY SOUND
Calveley Court, Southburgh Rd, Reymerston
Norfolk NR9 400
W01362 820800
O www.basicallysound.co.uk

THE RIGHT NOTE
56 High Street, Saltford, Bristol
BS31 3EJ
«01225 874728
□ www.rightnote.co.uk

338 Shenley Road, Borehamwood 
Herts WD 1TP
¥020 8177 4095
□ www.audioboffs.co.uk

15 AUDIO
Churchward Court, 15 Western Road,
Lewes BN7 1RL
¥08448 221115
D www.15audio.co.uk

STUDIO AV
44 High Street, Eton, Berkshire, 
SL4 6BL

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE EM
120-122 Alfreton Road, Nottingham, 
Nottinghamshire NG7 3NR
¥0115 9786919
D www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk

AUDIO COUNSEL
26 High Street, Cheadle, Cheshire 
SK8 1AL
«0161 491 6090
J www.audio-counsel.co.uk

SYNERGY AV HI-FI
12a West St, Congleton, Cheshire
CW12 3JB
«01260 280017
□ www.synergyav.co.uk

GRAHAMS HI-FI
Canonbury Yard, 190a New North Road
London N1
¥020 7226 5500
D www.grahams.co.uk

37 High Street, Aldridge, Walsall, West Midlands 
WS9 8NL
«01922 457 926
□ www.soundcinergy.co.uk

' ' ........

ACTON GATE AUDIO W
4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham, 
CWyd LL 13 7PB
«01978 364500
□ www.acton-gate-audio.co.uk

SPM IM •^^^

SE - South East, 

GL - Greater London, 

SW-South West, 

E-East, 

EM - East Midlands,

WM-West Midlands, 

NE-North East, 

NW-North West, 

W-Wales.

HI-FICHOICE
To advertise in the dealer directory, 

please contact 
Ben Rayment 01689 869 851 

ben.rayment@myhobbystore.com

http://www.studioavco.uk
http://www.infidelity.co.uk
http://www.audio-cinema.co.uk
http://www.acoustica.co.uk
http://www.audioimages-hifi.com
http://www.basicallysound.co.uk
http://www.rightnote.co.uk
http://www.audioboffs.co.uk
http://www.15audio.co.uk
http://www.nottinghamhifi.co.uk
http://www.audio-counsel.co.uk
http://www.synergyav.co.uk
http://www.grahams.co.uk
http://www.soundcinergy.co.uk
http://www.acton-gate-audio.co.uk
mailto:ben.rayment@myhobbystore.com


BACK CHAT

WE HEAR...
AR^CAM HASS A NNEW ^^GE OF rDAC-sized 
mini-separates in small alloy cases on 
the way• .• First we've had confirmed is 
the USB DAC/headphone amplifier - the 
prototype is expected to appear at the 
CES Show in Las Vegas in January, with 
the oflicial launch in February at the 
Bristol show...

THROUGH THE 
PAST SMARTLY...

HLFICHÖICF

Coto.
ONE MIGHTILY IMPRESSIVE mini-monitor 
we heard in our travels late last year 
is now just about to reach market - 
Raidho's new Cl.1 costs a whopping 
£8,855 - but unlike so many high-end 
loudspeakers it sounds as special as 
its price tag...

A NNEW HI-FI B^RAND has just arrived in 
the UK, but be careful how you 
pronounce it. Schiit Audio (yes, 
really) is not a name to conjure with. 
Started by Yank industry veterans 
Jason Stoddard (formerly of Sumo) and 
Mike Moffat (Theta), the kit is 
strikingly styled and highly 
affordable. Distributed by Mark Dolbear 

of High End Workshop in the UK, it's 
pronounced as 'sheet'. Meanwhile, 
Jason and Mike are very much in on the 
joke it seems; "check out our Schiit", 
they say on their website•..

A MOLE INSIDE Musical Fidelity reports 
sightings of a 'top secret super amp', 
said to drop 700W into 8-ohm 
loudspeakers. Price is said to be 
'below £10k for a pair of these ultra 
performance power amps'. Expect it in 
the spring.

THE ST^^^&R that every impoverished 
audiophile is talking about right 
now is the Logitech Squeezebox Touch 
(HFC 351), a fine bit of kit, but still 
not quite there in terms of sonics. 
We hear Mains Cables R Us have an 
aftermarket power supply coming to 
replace the bundled switched mode.

HI-FI CHOICE ISSUE 224
FEBRUARY 2002
Ten years ago Hi-Fi Choice magazine 
was bidding a fond farewell to Jason 
Kennedy as editor after a marathon 
172 issues. Alvin Gold and Paul 
Miller took the lid off a selection of 
stereo integrated amps withArcam, 
Marantz and Sugden taking the 
honours. While the 'mother of

all reviews' compared multichannel speaker systems 
with their stereo rivals. In the wider world, war started 
in Afghanistan as the allies invaded, Her Majesty the 
Queen had a fiftieth anniversary bash and The Flaming 
Lips' magnum opus Yoshimi Bottles the Pink Robots was 
released, alongside Peter Gabriel's Up and Coldplay's 
A Rush ofBlood to the Head...

HI-FI CHOICE ISSUE 103
FEBRUARY 1992
The European Union was founded, 
Nirvana's Nevermind made number 
one in the Billboard charts, and HFC's 
Editor Andy Benham explained how 
difficult it had been finding fifteen 
record players for the group test, due 
to the industry's preference for CD! 
Even though it was claimed to be

the last time that a whole issue would be devoted to vinyl, 
earlier versions of both the Roksan Radius and Xerxes
still won Recommended badges, proving tumtables were 
far from obsolete. Practically every piece of hi-fi came 
in a black box, and we were just about to fall in love with 
ftoorstanding loudspeakers. On the tech front, MiniDisc 
and DCC were just about to wow us...

HI-FI CHOICE ISSUE 29
FEBRUARY 1982
As Maggie Thatcher went to 
war, Freddie Laker's airlinewent 
bankrupt, and Delorean cars 
went into receivership, the (then) 
quarterly Hi-Fi Choice presented a 
special issue on cassette decks and 
tapes. A threat to vinyl, cassettes 
were increasing in popularity as a

quick and more efficient way to play-and record - music. 
After discussing the merits of the cassette against reel- 
to-reel tape decks, Best Buys included an Aiwa AD-3800 
(£270), Hitachi D-2200M (£330) and the top-loading 
Sony TC-D5M (£295). Compact Disc was still the stuff of 
science fiction, but was just months away from being a 
commercial reality. The world was just about to change...

DESERT ISLAND DISCS
Peter Empson and Marie Orr from Deco Audio select four of their favorite albums

MOUNTAIN GOATS
THE SUNSETTREE 
Arguably one of the 
finest modem lyricists, 
it's John Damielle at 
his most personal. 
Each track is a cleverly 
formed story in itself, 
filled with passion 
and intensity.

TALKING HEADS
THE NAME OF THIS 
BAND IS 
Brimming with 
energy, this is one 
of those recordings 
that really benefits 
from being played 
atan appropriate 
volume level.

NATALIE MERCHANT 
LEAVE YOUR SLEEP 
Merchant sets 
poems for children 
to music-two full 
CDs worth with 
a stellar cast of 
musicians and a wide 
variety of musical 
styles. Sumptuous.

SCOTIWALKER
TILT
A dark, claustrophobic 
and foreboding album, 
Tilt is beautifully 
played. Great care was 
clearly taken with the 
recording. Listen in 
the dark late at night 
to get the full effect.

Byday, Ian Marshall 
works in the sales 
department for Nairn 
Audio, by night he's 
Attila from Legions of 
Crows. purveyors of a 
mixture of 'Necro Black 
Metal, Traditional Doom 
and Northern European 
Hymnody music'!
The band have their 

new album out now. 
available for free 
download at 192kbps 
MP3. Called Stab Me. 
it's described as the 
sound of crushing 
infant skulls to the 
sledge hammer beat of 
a funeral march for the 
damned'. If you dare. 
here's the link. .
http://clawhammerpr.haulix.com/ 
Media/Vlew/3468

BACKCHAT NEEDS YOU!
Got any hi-fi-related hearsay? Don't 
share it with your neighbour over the 
garden fence, send it to us instead!
Do your audiophile duty by emailing
news@hifichoice.co.uk.
Be seeing you!
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Icon Stereo 25 MKIII

"Offered more grunt and tighter bass 
the M520 and the Icon (Stereo 40 
MKIII) were the two that made the hairs 
stand up on the back of my neck."
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Icon PSI Phono
'The Icon Audio relayed the sounds with 
great gusto, seemingly revelling in the 
rhythms... and engagingly uplifting sound 
... offers unbeatable value for money."

Amplifiers which set the sonic benchmark, look 
gorgeous, are easily affordable and last a lifetime.
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“Stupendously musical performer... got my 
speakers singing their hearts out., beautiful 
texturing, flowing organic rhythms."

© Icon MB845i
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they took my breath away and are amongst 
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Icon PS3 Phom
“The Icon presented the vocal with a real 
focus, revealing the subtle nuances... 
well balanced, inviting and musical sound 
mid range clarity and satisfying weight."

From £1399
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organic presentation, articulate bass... Heaven'" 

@ £1999
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A
Musicai Artistry
By Wharfedale
Britain X most famous loudspeakers

Jade is the new audiophile class speaker design from 
Wharfedale, the world's most famous hi fi brand. 
Jade incorporates the latest improvements in 
loudspeaker technology and production from 
Wharfedale's in-house design, computer-aided 
modelling and precision tooling in a marriage of 
music and art that will suit the taste of even the most 
discriminating hi-fi enthusiast.

The series include two (2) stand-mount speakers, two 
(2) floorstanders, two (2) centre channels, and one 
(I) surround speaker.

WHAT HI Fl?
SOUND AND VISION

Jade 5 - Oct 2011

IAG House Sovereign Court Ermine Business Park Huntingdon 
Cambs PE29 6XU Tel: 01480 447700 Fax: 01480 431767 
www.wharfedale.co.uk
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