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The Klimax Twin is designed to match the
Klimax Solo and sets new standards for single
component stereo power amplification.

The Klimax Twin delivers unsurpassed signal
pitch accuracy, thermal efficiency and reliability
producing 125W into 8ohms and 230W into
4ohms of clean, silent power, all beautifully
housed in a cool running unit that is only 2
inches thick and weighs less than 22 pounds.

The stunning compact casing protects, screens
and stabilises the sensitive internal electronics
and forms a heat exchanger with further
diffusion being provided by a separate cooling

LINN

LOOKS CAN BE
DECEIVING.

KLIMAX TWIN.

channel with back-up fan assist. Inside the
Klimax Twin you'll find two isolated circuit
boards, one the unique Linn Silent Power
Switch Mode Power Supply and the second
containing the board for the twin channel
audio circuitry.

To experience the outstanding performance
of the Klimax Twin in a stereo music
system or multi-channel

audio-visual system visit pra—
your nearest Linn specialist, [ N\ |
which can be found at
www.linn.couk or call the e
Linn Helpline on 0500 888 909. LINN
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uthenticity has tradi-

tionally been important
in the worlds of both
hi-fi and music. These
days, however, the inex-
orable rise of digital
echnology (specifically
digital signal processing) is challenging the old
order. Aspiring Pete Townshends now practice
their scales and chords using Fender guitars
fed into 'digitally enhanced’ amplifiers, with a
host of different settings designed to emulate
‘classic’ amplification and effects pedals.

Surely there must be some kind of sonic
sacrifices when changing from a fully valved
Marshall to a Trace Eliot or Mesa Boogie at
the flick of a switch? Well, according to my
sources, not really. Whilst each of the classic
emulated amps has its own sonic attributes
that aren't completely recreated by these digi-
tal devices, they come pretty damn close. This
makes me wonder whether we can soon
expect a box of tricks that can reproduce the
slam of a Krell muscle amp or the sweetness
of a 4W directly heated triode valve amp - at
the flick of a switch.You might think it sounds
daft, but if you can store 24MB of information
on a memory card the size of a postage stamp
then why not!

In some respects we're already getting
there. There are a number of Class D so-calied
‘digital amplifiers’ on the market and the pro-
fessional recording industry has been using
quality digital effects units for many a year.
Indeed, we've already got a raft of AV digital
effects processors which recreate the
acoustics of everything from Abbey Road
Studio Two to your back garden. It's surely
only a matter of time before some bright
spark in the hi-fi industry makes a digital valve
emulator!

The fact is that - as everything is done in
the digital domain - the cost of loading audio
systems with a multitude of effects and fea-
tures is relatively low (after the initial develop-
ment work has been done, of course). Take, for
example, Pioneer's DVD-747A - despite being
a relatively modest £950 machine (not much in
the great, high spending scheme of 'real hi-fi"),
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@ Hi-Fi World has its own advanced test
laboratory and acoustically treated
listening room.

@ Hi-FiWorld has a dedicated
in-house team of experienced
listeners.We review thoroughly
by extensive auditioning, rather
than by quick-fire group listening tests.

@ Hi-Fi World’s engineering team designs
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LUNN CLASSIK MOVIE
SYSTEM 8

This is the impressive AV answer to
the superb Linn Classik audio system.
Here is a one box, five channel amp
and DVD player that also promises to
deliver the goods with music.

EXPOSURE 2010 CD
PLAYER 19

The latest product from the new
Exposure is this midrange CD player
which Dominic Todd finds to be a bit
of an eye opener!

MERIDIAN 507 CD
PLAYER 20

David Price gets first crack at the
latest entry level CD spinner from
the digital experts.
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PINK TRIANGLE
INTEGRAL 12

tef

Pink Triangle mark their return to the

world of high end audio with this
beautifully crafted integrated. Mani
Sandher thinks Pink.

HEADPHONE
AMPUFERS 39

Simon Pope gets his head round two
audiophile headphone amps from
Creek and Sugden.

UNISON RESEARCH
P3OK/C5P 41

This latest stylish combination from
the ltalian valve specialists attempts
to marry transparency with power.
Simon Pope discovers whether it
succeeds or not.
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CASTLE STIRUNG 3 15

The latest incarnation of the classic
Stirling floorstander comes under the
stethoscope (or is that oscilloscope?)
of audio doctor Noel Keywood. How
will it fare?

TANNOY EYRIS 1 24

The Eyris | is the entry level model
in the new ‘wideband’ series from
Tannoy. Featuring an extended
frequency tweeter it's intended to be
ideal for the latest high resolution
formats.

OPERA SP2 34

These slim and sophisticated
floorstanders feature a beautiful solid
hardwood cabinet with an unusual
‘boat tail' curved back for extra
rigidity. Simon Pope spends a night
with the Operas. ..

MISSION m51 50

Check out these brand new, ultra
stylish £300 standmounts from
Mission in our exclusive review.

MJ ACOUSTICS

PRO 50 58
Mj Acoustics are the new kids on the
bass block. How will their Pro 50
subwoofer compare with the
competition!

ATC ACTIVE 10 56

Ever felt the urge to 'go active'? Find
out what we think of ATC's latest
powered loudspeaker.

TVOU AUDIO MODEL
ONE RADIO o8

Described as an audiophile quality
portable radio, the Model One was
designed by the late, great Henry
Kloss. Find out what we think of it.



ACCESS ALL AREAS 59

David Price and Simon Pope check out
some of the latest gadgets and tweaks
in the audiophile universe, including a
‘plug in" sound enhancer, some magic
film and a cardboard ‘speaker!

features

HGH RESOLUTION, LOW
PROFILE 22
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Noel Keywood hunts for the latest
high res software and has to look
harder than anticipated . ..

NEW ADVENTURES
IN HI-FI 52

David Price cuts through the

technobabble and scrutinises the
fatest 'high resolution' surround
sound formats.
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NEXT ISSUE 7
SUBSCRIPTIONS 38

Hi-Fi World is second to none for
news and reviews. Subscribe today!

READERS LETTERS 44

Hi-Fi World's team reply to your
letters and e-mails.

HI-FH WORLD KITS 64
HI-H' WORLD LIBRARY 68

A comprehensive selection of titles
covering audio, valve amplifiers,
loudspeakers, solid state electronics
and more.

COLUMNS 71,73,75

The World team get to grips with
issues facing both the industry and
hi-fi alike.

SPECIALIST HI-H
DEALERS 7
Got a problem!? - see a specialist.
DIAL-A-DEALER 8

Who sells what, and where to find
them.

MEET YOUR MAKER 80

Who makes what, and how to get in
touch.

WORLD FAVOURITES 87

Components which we know to be
truly worthy of audition.

WORLD CLASSICS 92

Our list of products that have stood
the test of time.

SUPPLEMENT NO.66 95

World Radio Histo

DIY NEWS 97
SIMPLY SINGLE 98

Introducing World Audio Design's
new integrated amplifier kit, using
2A3’s in parallel single-ended configu-

ration.

DY LETTERS 105
MARKETPLACE 107
READERS CLASSIHED123

The definitive place to find classic
audio components.

ADVERTISERS INDEX 130

PEER POWER 81

David Price looks at the state of the
post-Napster file sharing world.

GET IT ON? 85

David Price tries out Steinberg's
brand new 'Get It On CD 3.0' CD
authoring software.

INSPIRED THINKING? 86

David Price tries out Creative Labs'
next big thing, the Inspire 5300 5.1
multimedia surround speaker system.
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trade winds

email: news@hi-fiworld.co.uk

"> AUDIO RESEARCH'’S ‘BUDGET BULBS

In response to requests for Audio Research’s renowned valve amps to

be made available to a wider public, the company have launched two
new products in the lower price bracket.

The new SP16 preamplifier is completely single-ended. It has five
sets of inputs and is available as a line only (SP16L) or phono equipped
version. There are two sets of main outputs and a tape out. The
preamp also has a | 2-volt trigger to switch on power amplifiers, plus
full remote control of all functions.

Inside the SP16 there is the Audio Research construction quality
found in their higher priced products. It uses six | 2AX7 valves (three
in each circuit). Other highlights are regulated power supplies
consisting of eight high and low voltage regulators and a seventy-step,
digitally controlled, analogue-switch volume control with precision
tracking, represented by a horizontal row of twenty LEDs on the front

panel.

The VS55 power amplifier, a sonic and economic match for the
SP16, features a new open chassis design. Power is produced by two
matched pairs of 6550EH beam-tetrodes and there are taps at the rear
for both 4 and 8ohms. Prices are £2199 for the SPI6L (line-only input
model), £2599 for the SP16 (inc. phono input) and £2699 for the VS55.

Absolute Sounds

58 Durham Road
London SW20 0TW
Tel: 020 8971 3909

www.absolute-sounds.com

"> ONCE MORE, IN UNISON! "> ON ME HEAD, SON!

News reaches us of a new, affordable line up of hi-fi headphones from
Sennheiser. The first two products in the series to be launched are
both top models. The company claim the HD 497 at £49.99 and
HDA477 at £39.95 will perform equally well with both hi-fi and portable
applications. They feature

This attractive
new Unison
Research

product could
be a valve amp @ (hs Q
bargain. The .5y \

Unico hybrid — A

integrated amplifier, priced at £750, features a triode valve input stage,

plus a solid-state Mosfet output stage producing a rated 80W per
channel of continuous power into 8ohms. The power output Mosfets

neodymium iron
magnets for efficiency,
ultra-light diaphragms,
and weigh just |30gms.
There is a two year

are fitted to a massive |kilo heatsink for thermal stability and the amp guarantee on the
is fully protected against overload by an automatic electronic circuit. products. Two more models
There are five line inputs, an MM/MC switchable phono option and, like
the rest of the Unison range, the remote control is a radiowave unit.

The volume can therefore be adjusted from another room, should you

in the range, priced under
£30, are to be launched soon.

so wish! Sennheiser UK Ltd.
UKD 3 Century Point

23 Richings Way Halifax Road

Iver, Bucks High Wycombe

SLO 9DA Bucks HP12 3SL

Tel: 01494 551551

www.sennheiser.co.uk

Tel: 01753 652669
www.ukd.co.uk
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> ALL SINGING, ALL DANCING, ALL

KNOWING!

A new monolithic, top of the range DVD
player returns to the Denon line up. It has
the same high quality build of the company’s
traditional flagship players like the monster
DVD-5000, designed when battleship DVD
players were a rarity Now Denon bring you
an even more battleship-like DVD-A|
reference class DVD player. It weighs in at
over |8kilos.

This beauty features DVD -Audio and
THX-Ultra playback, as well as reading
DVD.Video, CD/CD-R/CD-RW, MP3 CD.
R/RWs and JPEG photo discs. Although not
bargain basement in price, with a list of
features as long as a gibbon's arm, the DVD-
Al offers a lot for its £2,500 asking price.

New technology includes Denon's
Digital Link digital output for 24/192 audio
to a matching Denon amp making it
apparently the first player available with a
digital output for 24/192 stereo and 24/96
multichannel. Also new is its use of twin
I 4bit 108MHz video DACS with Noise
Shaped Video.

For the audio side of things Denon's

AL24 Processing Plus uses no less than
eight Burr-Brown 24bit 192 kHz PCM 1704
audio DACs and will also decode HDCD
discs. There’s also a “full and flexible™ bass
management system for DVD-Audio
playback.

On paper, the construction is awesome,
featuring multi layer casework, an alloy
fascia and side panels, a sintered aluminium
transport, internal use of copper and
“organic” anti-vibration coatings!

Inside, the player has a three box, six
block internal layout for isolating analogue,
digital and video circuits and has multiple
independent power supplies. It's available
from the end of April - watch this space for
a future review. ..

Hayden Laboratories
Hayden House
Chiltern Hill
Chalfont St. Peter
Bucks SL9 9UG

Tel: 01753 888447

www.denon.co,uk

2023 Toocemny P

we hope to bring you in July’s issue

KEF REFERENCE 201
LOUDSPEAKERS

Next month sees the anival at HFW of
KEF's new entry level 'speaker in the flag-
ship reference range. How will this

much anticipated newcomer fare?

...... e e ey

| trade winds
"> SIGN OF QUALITY

Those cable maestros, the Chord Company have
a new top of the range interconnect on the
retailers’ shelves. The Signature RCA is described
as a continuation of the process of development
that Jed to the company’s previous range topper,
the Anthem,

Single runs of heavily silver-plated oxygen-
free copper carry the Signal and Return. These
are surrounded by Teflon insulation, which is
wrapped as opposed to extruded. The Teflon can
then be applied to the conductor at a lower
temperature, which the company claim is a
contributing factor to the tonal characteristic of
the cable. There’s an unusual screening system
which uses a silver plated flat wire braid covered
with an overlapped aluminium composite foil and
surrounded by a conventional silver wire braid.
The screen is not connected to the RCA plugs
but is left fully floating’. Earthing connections are
supplied with each cable and should be experi-
mented with as the optimal configuration is said
to vary from system to system.The Signature is
available now with a retail price of £499.95.

The Chord Company
30a Sarum Business Park
Portway

Salisbury

Wilts SP4 6EA

Tel: 01722 331674
www.chord.co.uk
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TOGETHER
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David Price discovers Linn's brand new Classik Movie System is a brilliant
marriage of high quality sound and vision.

tis to Linn's credit that it dared to

make the original Classik. Looked

at dispassionately, you may wonder
what the big deal was - after all, it
was just another 'one box' audio cen-
tre. But set in the context of a con-
servative audiophile separates market,
and a tediously unimaginative 'lifestyle
systems' scene, you can see why it
caused such a stir. Here was a prod-
uct with the performance of the for-
mer and the convenience of the lat-
ter, the result being greater than the
sum of its parts. The Classik showed
that you could have your audiophile
cake and eat it, so to speak.

Still, | reckon the Classik Movie
System is an even more important
product. If the original bridged the
gap between separates and lifestyle,
so this brings the wider audio and
'home entertainment' gulfs together.
Although the latter term doubtless
induces shivers and vomiting in many

PAGE 8

hi-fi purists, the fact remains that
there's a natural symmetry between
sound and vision.

Retailing for £1,995 the CMS is a
lot more expensive than the original
Classik, but it does a lot more too. Its
80x320x325mm dimensions and 5kg
weight are pretty similar, but inside
you'll find a fully featured DVD player
(which plays CDs too, obviously) and
a 5.1 channel preamp with a host of
facilities (which can also work in
standard 2-channel stereo).There's
also full Dolby Digital, Dolby Pro-
Logic and DTS decoding, a high
quality stereo radio tuner with 80
definable presets and a 5 channel
power amp offering 40W (into
8ohms) per speaker output.

All you need to do is add
speakers, but you can also beef things
up with the addition of external
power amps (using the CMS as a
preamp) or turn it into the centre of

JUNE 2002 H\-FI WORLD I

a fully fledged multi-room system. For
example, this would let you play films
in 5.1 channels in the main room, and
feed a two-channel downmix of the
soundtrack to other rooms around
the house! Linn cater for all these
possibilities, offering variously a new
matching 5.1 Classik speaker system
and the 5125 five channel power amp.
The unit itself is beautifully
finished - and looks gorgeous even in
its 1980s black! The control system is
pretty intuitive, the left side ostensibly
handling the disc transport, source
and volume selection, while the other
side takes care of DVD menu, set-up
and track selection matters. The
display is now an elegant bright blue
fluorescent alphanumeric affair, and
provides a useful addition to the on-
screen display which handles all of the
set-up menus.Via the remote you can
get into the Speaker Setup page
(which lets you specify small or large




@ <speakers, subwoofer operation, front,
centre and rear position (a kind of
'surround sound balance control) and
a test tone.There's also an Audio
Setup option which, among other
things, lets you output 96kHz PCM
through the digital output and add
dynamic compression for low level
listening.

It's a veritable hornet's nest
round the back.There's the usual
preamp outs for front and rear left
and right channels, plus centre and
sub, plus matching speaker outputs
from the power amp section, plus
two SCARTSs, S-video in and out,
digital coaxial output (a welcome
addition to the Classik!), RCA phono
tape in and outs,AM and FM aerial
connectors, a single auxiliary input
and the usual Linn multi-room
connectors. A front panel mounted
headphone socket is a welcome
feature.

| auditioned the Classik Movie
System in the context of a two
channel hi-fi system. Its video
capabilities are excellent, but what's
the point if the sound is below par?
To wit, | tried a range of audio CDs in
its DVD drive and did some wave
surfing with its AM/FM tuner. | used
its internal preamp (in stereo mode)
and front channel power amp
outputs, driving my Mission 782

MEASURED PERFORMANCE

The Classik produces a useful 40W
per channel in stereo, rising to 64W
into 4ohms, so it handles modern
low impedance loudspeakers quite
well and will develop good volume.

The Aucxilliary input had a
peculiarly curtailed bass response
that reached down to 145Hz (-1dB)
before rolling off. Othei wise,
distortion was satisfactorily low and
input sensitivity usefully high.

The CD/DVD player had a
subsonic roll off below 25Hz, but
otherwise had a smooth frequency
response that extended up to 20kHz
(CD), our analysis shows.With a
24/96 DVD output that reached
48kHz, unlike so many players to
date, the Classik produces extended
bandwidth information and is a
proper high definition player with
potentially better-than-CD sound
quality. Distortion levels were low,
and all other figures normal, so this

loudspeakers.

The CMS's CD sound is better
than practically any separate DVD
player I've heard (in 16/44 mode).
Running its front channel preamp
outs through my reference Cyrus
7/PSX-R amplifier gave an extremely
natural, musical performance that - if
anything - is slightly more full bodied
than | remember the original Classik
being. You won't get mind-blowing
levels of detail or hallucinogenic
imaging, but you'll still be amazed by
its incredibly bouncy, enjoyable and
bubbly sound. Better still, it's also very
refined too.

Running through the CMS's own
pre and power amps, things were no
less impressive. Being a multi-channel
amp in a small box, you wouldn't
expect thunderous levels of power,
but you do get a very taut, grippy and
fast sound that retains the refinement
of the source.There's a good deal of
depth and space to the recorded
acoustic, with strongly articulated
stereo images and a fine sense of
proportion, Dynamics are great -
given benign speaker loads this little
box goes surprisingly loud with little
sign of stress.

Like its audio-only little brother,
the new Classik sounds far better
than any budget hi-fi amplifier - you'd
have to get into £500 plus territory

section of the Classik worked well,

The VHF/FM tuner looked like a
bit of an afterthought, with a treble
peak and curtailed bass, meaning it
will have a light and bright sound.

The Classik falls quite a long way
short of the performance of
individual hi-fi separates, except for
the main DVD player which was neat
enough in all areas - but don't expect
sledgehammer bass. It should sound
fast and clean, all the same. NK

Power 40w
Frequency responsc |1 46Hz-54kt 1z
Distortion (-30dB) 0.01%
Sensitivity 270mVv
CD/DVD

Frequency response
25Hz-20kHz/48kHz
Distortion (-30dB) 0.1%

level
(d8)

+0.5

05

| review

to really improve on it. In absolute
terms, it's a little dry and lacking in
tonal colour, and the addition of a
separate power amp wouldn't hurt
with less sensitive speakers, but -
considering what it does for the
money - it's almost churlish to
criticise. As you'd expect, FM and AM
sound was excellent - streets ahead
of the rubbish you get from your
average one-boxers,

Without doubt, this is a genuinely
important and special product - it will
probably do more to bring
audiophiles into the DVD fold than
any other to date. ! do have one
question, however. Of course, the
Classik Movie System plays DTS discs
(with superb results), and it will also
play the few 24bit/96kHz 'super
audio’ discs made to fit into the DVD
video specification. It is not, however,
DVD-Audio or SACD compatible -
yet. Rumours are rife that the CDI2
will gain this functionality, so what of
the Classik? Surely it wouldn't take a
great deal of re-engineering to
provide this feature?’

Linn Classik Movie System £1,995

Linn Products Ltd.
Eaglesham, Glasgow, G76 OEP
Tel: 0141 307 7777
www.linn.co.uk

CD/DVD PLAYER

Frequency response

(o]

62 frequency (Hz) 25k

VHF/FM TUNER

Frequency response

50 frequency (Hz) 20K
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World Verdict
RRRR

Another great crossover
product from Linn, the
CMS offers tremen-
dously satisfying sound
and vision,
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Advanced Audio and Video Systems
Spitfire Close, Ermine Business Park, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE29 6XY Tel: +44 (0)1480 435577 Fax: +44 (0)1480 437715 www.cyrusaudio.com
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WIN A SUPERB EXPOSURE ELECTRONICS 2010 CD PLAYER
AND MATCHING 2010 INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER COMBINATION
IN THIS MONTH'S COMPETITION

his month we've a real treat
for our readers.The new line
up of products from
Exposure Electronics have taken the
market by storm, offering superb
sound and build quality. We've man-
aged to procure a 2010 CD
player (reviewed in this
very issue) and a
matching 2010
integrated ampli- comnsnnr
fier for this
month's compe- -~
tition prize.

reparnnr

35

/\

far as sound is concerned
Dominic Todd thinks it's a
winner, having an
immediate and
f-\ deeply staged
sound, saying “The
2010 has a very

Founded in
1977, Exposure Electronics will be a
familiar name to many readers from
their commitment to hi-fi over a
period of twenty five years. For a
company that have been in the
industry this long it comes as little
surprise that their new products
meet the highest standards available
at the price.

The first Exposure designs were
amplifiers developed from the
company's background in professional
studio recording. Thereafter their
philosophy had been to produce
products that “combine class leading
performance with exceptional value™.

After a period competing with
the best around with fast and
powerful sounding amplifiers,
Exposure trailed off production until
Malaysian backing in March 2000
helped them relaunch into the
audiophile limelight. The company
started to design and produce a new
range of products from scratch,
including amplifiers, CD players and
tuners.

First in this new wave came the
impressive 2010 integrated amplifier,
with its sleek no-nonsense look and
high quality components, including
use of the much admired Alps volume
pot.The amp has six line inputs and
the model we have to give away

comes complete with a moving

magnet phono stage.There's a pre
out for future upgrading and a lateral
MOSFET output stage ensuring a
warm yet powerful sound.

The 2010 has a fast and exciting
response, very much in keeping with
the traditional Exposure sound, but
with a nice, warm touch that is also
very cohesive, Bass response is very
tuneful, fast and deep and treble and
midrange highly detailed. We summed
up the amp thus:“Audiophilia at a
sensible price. A big, generous sound
that's cohesive and controlled. A
rocking sound that's not for the faint
hearted.”

Exposure waited until 1997
before releasing their first CD player
and the brand new 2010 builds on
that first model. Using the same
styling as the 2010 integrated
amplifier, it features coaxial and digital
outputs, an extinguishable display and
remote control. Inside there's a brand
spanking new 24bitv/96kHz DAC
mounted on a separate board and fed
by a high quality toroidal power
transformer, Good quality ancillary
components are used throughout. As

exciting and
forward sound that is totally
involving.”

And you, too, could be a winner!
Entering couldn't be easier. Simply
answer the questions below on a
postcard and send it to the address
below by May 3Ist.The first correct
entry out of the bag will receive this
cracking prize. [l &

{ ~
Hi-Fi & Computer Audio
World Competition rules
and conditions of entry

1. Only one entry per house
hold.

2. Mutltiple entries will be
automatically disqualified.

3. Purchase of the magazine
is not a pre-condition of
entry.

4. No correspondence will be
entered into.

5. The Editor's decision is
final.

6. No employees of
Audio Publishing Limited,
or of any companies
associated with the
production or distribution
of the prizes may enter,

\. —

CONGRATULATIONS!

...to Mr. lan Smith of Frimley, Surrey, the winner
of our April competition. An Audio Note Zero
system is on its way to you!
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Competition
Questions
[1] In which year
was Exposure
originally found-
ed?

[a] 1997
[5] 1977
[c] 2000
[d] 1877

[2] The compa-
ny'’s new backers
are of which
nationality?

[a] Malaysian
[b] Japanese
[¢] Chinese

[d] lcetandic

[3] The 2010 inte-
grated amplifier
uses which type
of volume poten-
tiometer?

[a)] Andes
[b] Alps

[¢] Rockies
[d] Mendips

[4] In which year
did Exposure
make their first
CD player

[a] 1988
[b] 2002
[c] 1998
[d] 1997

June Competition
Hi-Fi World Magazine
Unit G4 Argo House
The Park Business
Centre

Kilburn Park Rd
London NWé 5LF

S —
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PINK

After a short sabbatical Pink Triangle have returned with a new look,
superbly built integrated amplifer. High-end addict Mani Sandher gives the

Hi-Fi World verdict. . .

riginally founded in 1980,

Pink Triangle quickly became

established as a manufactur-
er of quirky high-end turntables (with
pink platters no less!) and of the bat-
tery-powered ‘Pip’ preamp. Whilst the
sound quality of these products was
never in doubt, at times the build
quality left a little to be desired and
to a certain extent this reputation
stuck with them.

Now, the re-launched and re-
structured company have hit back.
Pink Triangle’s latest and more con-
ventional offering is the £3995
‘Integral’ amplifier. It will be followed
soon by the matching ‘Da Capo II'
CD player.

The aesthetics and build-quality
of the Integral are of a standard that
earlier Pink Triangle products didn't
match. It is housed in a gorgeous all-
aluminium extruded case, with a sym-
metrical array of source selector but-
tons either side of a centrally posi-
tioned volume control. When
switched on, blue LEDs adorn the
fascia, giving the Integral a decidedly
fresh and interesting look. It's a
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shame then that the remote handset
looks and feels so cheap. If Audio
Analogue can deliver a stylish metal
one with a amp costing £850...

At the rear of the Integral are a
pair of balanced inputs, three pairs of
phono inputs, two tape loops and
one A/V loop. High-quality WBT
speaker connectors complete the
package.

Rated at 100WV per channel into
8ohms, the Integral is claimed to
provide 200WV into 4ohms and
300W+ into 2ohms. Remaining true
to Pink Triangle’s innovative and
forward-looking design philosophy,
the Integral sports a host of features:
independent transformers, banked
low-ESR reservoir capacitors, ultra-
fast soft-recovery rectification on
each channel, full protection circuitry
incorporating soft-clipping, and most
interestingly, a parallel cascoded
Darlington output stage. The latter
allows the use of a faster, higher gain,
more linear transistor, which should
improve output stage non-linearity as
well as reducing non-linear loading on
the driver stage.
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Eager to hear how all this
innovation translates into sound
quality, | connected the Integral to my
reference system: Marantz SA-| (via
Integral’s balanced input), Wilson
Benesch Chimeras, Analysis Plus
Silver Oval interconnects and speaker
cables and Kimber power cords.The
Integral was placed on a Townshend
Seismic Sink to reduce the affect of
any external vibrations and was left
playing music for a couple of days
before any serious evaluation.

First impressions were very
positive. The Integral has a gorgeously
full-bodied mid-range and is especially
mouth-watering playing vocals — being
almost tube-like in this respect. On
track |0 of Chesky’s ‘An Introduction
to SACD', the Integral produced the
full texture and tonal shading of
Rebecca Pidgeon's voice without a
hint of sibilance. Kim Cattrall
sounded even sexier than usual
reciting ‘Little Dog’s Day' on Hubby
Levinson's ‘Live at Red Rose Music
Volume One’ SACD. But not only
vocals benefit from the Integral’s full-

bodied nature; instruments also




| review

PERK

sound natural and smooth. The
Integral reveled in the complex
textures of Mike Oldfield's ‘Tubular
Bells II' CD. I've heard this music
sounding muddled and confused
through lesser equipment, but
through the Integral, it was produced
in an easy, non-fatiguing way that
allowed me to focus on the music
with no other distractions. Indeed,
the Integral’s mid-range performance
is good enough to be compared to
that of a single-ended Class-A
amplifier, which is quite an
achievement.

Tonally, the Integral is well
balanced across the sonic spectrum,
though perhaps slightly recessed in
the treble. Certainly, it has no
problem going low, it's massive power
reserves obviously helping to drive
my difficuit Chimeras. The Integral
took in its stride the low frequency
rumblings that kick off ‘A Thousand
Years' on Sting's ‘Brand New Day’
CD. Sting’s bass on ‘Perfect Love...
Gone Wrong', was produced in a full
and deep way. My only slight criticism
here is that it could have been
tighter, adding more to the rhythm of
the music. Not surprisingly though,
Sting's voice sounded superb.

MEASURED PERFORMANCE

The Integral produces a useful 98W
per channel into 8ohms and nearly
double into 4ohms at 170W. It’s
enough to develop good volume
levels in most rooms, with most
loudspeakers. Since loudspeakers
nowadays commonly use 4ohm bass
units it is the 170W figure that
would be delivered in practice and
the Integral can handle such current
hungry loads easily enough.
Distortion levels were low,
although not down at zero. However,
this is not necessarily a bad thing:
zero-distortion amplifiers were first
designed in the late seventies, but
they didn’t sound any good. The
Integral produces some odd-order

| could go on at length about the
Integral’s virtues. But how does it
compare with my reference Pass Labs
X1/X600s amplifier? Firstly, bear in
mind that my reference amp’s retail
for some five times the cost of the
Integral! In comparison, the Integral’s
main weaknesses lie in the areas of
focus, depth and dynamics. The
opening piano on Track 7 of the
Chesky SACD should be placed to
the far distant left of centre, with
each note being clearly struck and
slowly decaying thereafter. Through
the Integral, the piano was more
vaguely placed and each note less
well defined, though the harmonic
structure remained intact, Carla
Lother's voice on this track was less
focused at the front centre of the
stage.

On ‘Tubular Bells II', the
numerous instruments should be
spread out across the soundstage,
each well focused from left to right
and back to front. Again, through the
Integral they were more vaguely
placed and less clearly defined,
especially front to back. Finally,
Antonio Forcione and Sabina
Sciubba'’s ‘Meet Me In London’ CD
sounded flat and two-dimensional.

harmonics our analysis shows, but
levels were low, reaching no higher
than 0.04%.The amp should sound
clean enough in practice.

Frequency response was wide
enough for SACD and DVD-A,
running out to a high 150kHz. Down
at the other end, subsonic response
rolied down below |2Hz, enough to
cover what is on CD.

With low noise and wide
channel separation the Integral
measured well in all areas. NK

Power 98watts
CD/tuner/aux.
Frequency response  |2Hz-|50kHz

Track 6,'Could You Believe!” starts
with a complex and dynamic riff on
Antonio’s guitar. The Integral couldn’t
quite produce enough dynamic
contrast between the leading edge of
each plucked guitar string and the
silent black background.

But | really like the Integral. Itis a
smooth and accomplished performer
with a mid-range to die for and a
tonally well balanced sound. If you
will, it gives you an ‘oil painting’ of the
music rather than a ‘high-resolution
photograph'. In terms of absolute
sonic accuracy, your £4K may be
better spent elsewhere. However, if
you're after an amplifier that will lure
you to sit down and listen to music
for hours, | advise you to put the
Integral high on your list. lt excels
sonically in many key areas, is
aesthetically compact and pleasing,
and is as well made as anything on
this planet, B 2

Pink Triangle Integral £3995

Pink Triangle Partnership Ltd.
Unit 226, Bizspace

Lomond Grove

London SE5 7HN

Tel: 020 7703 5498

Separation 80dB
Noise -92dB
Distortion 0.01%
Sensitivity 540mV
d.c. offset 37/17mV

Distortion
1

10k frequency (Hz) 60k
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World Verdict
RRRR

Superbly musical with
plenty of power and
bass. Not the most
intricate sounding of
amps al the price bul
definitely one for music
lovers.
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A SYMBOL OF PRECISION

Yc WHAT HI-Fr?
June 1999

Turntables
Best Buy £501- £1000

Michell Engineering Ltd, 2 Theobald St, Borehamwood, Herts, WD6 4SE
Tel: 0208 953 0771 Web:www.michell-engineering

The affordable Phono Awplifier

fRom Trichord Research

only £299.00 inc VAT (complere with
1oroidal PSU)

" -
June 2001

* X X Kk KX

Sweet and revealing sound;
fine soundstaging; upgradability
Nothing we can think of

A great moving magnet/
moving coil phono stage that offers
a slice of high-end performance at
a very competitive price.

Moving Coll

Moylng Magne.t Ty, Areal"hi-ﬁ"und and
Switchable Gain Y all that many will need.
Switchable Loading ; i i
Super Regulators He

Discrete Output Stage . !

Add a 'Dino+' PSU for true S MU)1s0a ol obes

hi fax: +44(0)1684 577380
igh end performance -
www.trichordresearch.com
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Noel Keywood casts his
eyes and ears over the
latest version of the
Stirling floorstander from
the Yorkshire stalwarts,
Castle Acoustics.

oudspeakers are both an art
and a science. Castle consis-

! tently do a great job in balanc-
ing the two to produce loudspeakers
that not only measure well but sound
superb in a smooth, natural and unas-
suming manner. The artistry comes
from balancing numerous subtle vari-
ables that affect a loudspeaker’s
sound, but cannot be measured. And
one of the most important in Castle's
case is their use of carbon fibre drive
units. The floor standing Stirling has
two of them to cover bass and
midrange, with a tweeter sandwiched
in-between. It's a compact floor
stander that stands 870mm high, but
is narrow at 200mm and not so deep
either at just 230mm.

Our review samples came in a
dark teak veneer, making for a
conservative, middle-England
appearance designed to blend quietly
into the home. Castle are known for
the quality of their veneering and
consequently offer no fewer than
nine different finishes: Santos
Rosewood, Teak, Walnut, Cheery
Wood, Mahogany, Maple, Oak, Antique
Oak and Black Oak.

It makes sense to get a small
floor stander.You don't need a stand
and they take up no more floor
space. But the popularity of this slot
in the market has attracted a sea of
competitors and inevitably a price
war has broken out, bringing prices
spiralling down. Superficially, this
looks great, but quality has been the
victim. If you put a couple of cheap
drivers in a flimsy box the result can
be quite unpleasant. The product
might look the part, but it isn't really
in keeping with what's expected.
Imagine buying a sports car with a
weedy engine; one contradicts the

review

other.The Stirling is a quality product
with a price to match. It isn't cheap,
but | feel it isn’t expensive for what
you get.

The Stirling has a downward
firing port that vents between cabinet
and base plinth. After unpacking, the
plinth must be screwed to the
cabinet, the two held apart by
spacers to create a resistive vent. It
took me a few minutes with a
screwdriver to do this, then attach
spikes.

The speaker is bi-wirable and has
links so single wire can also be used. |
used single and double cables from
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A large reflex port in the base of the cabinet exhausts onto a
base plate. A small air gap between them provides resistive
damping. Inside, Castle use high quality polypropylene capacitors

in the crossover.

van den Hul,in short 2m runs. Castle
describe the Stirlings as downward
firing reflex and their quoted
performance figures were verified by
our tests. Each speaker weighs
14.9kgs or 33lbs - solid but liftable.
They fitted into my |6ft x 12ft lounge
easily enough and this sort of
environment suits them.

SMOOTH OPERATORS

In use the Stirlings were much as |
expected, taking into account their
engineering and Castle's desire and
consistent ability to deliver
loudspeakers that expertly balance all
the various design trade-offs. Where
floorstanding Missions will come at
you with their upfront sound and
vivid enthusiasm, the Stirlings tread a
more refined path, seemingly taking a
step back with a sound that’s less
ostentatious and immediately
engaging, but arguably easier to live
with in the long term.That's not to
say the Stirling is soft or dull. It is
right up with the best in having a
tweeter that extends smoothly up to
20kHz and at all times and with all
types of music | was constantly aware
of the 'speakers smooth but
extended bandwidth. Clean, fast
edged transients from plucked guitar
strings stabbed out from the speaker
at the start of Toni Braxton's Spanish
Guitar, short, subdued intakes of
breath bringing an impression of
detailing and atmosphere to the
performance.Toni Braxton was
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placed just forward of the 'speakers
and well established depth
perspectives let the sound stage
appear to stretch far back. Like most
modern Castle loudspeakers the
Stirlings set up a deep sound stage
and seem less forward and a little
less forced than most rivals in this
area.

The tweeter is smooth but not
reticent, giving Spanish Guitar the
sort of hard edged definition it truly
has as a good, modern recording,. |
got much the same result from Jackie
Leven's Extremely Violent Man from
Fairly Tales from Hard Men. Leven's
laconic but gritty delivery was very
well resolved by the Stirlings; his
lyrics and intonations were vividly
portrayed, bringing both the threat
and suspense of this song into the
room with the sort of realism that a
good hi-fi loudspeaker should
achieve.

At the same time clearly
recorded male vocals can also reveal
colorations in the lower mid-band
and this the Stirlings have.There's
some boxiness in the sound and it
tinged Leven's voice with a little
woodeness, plus a bit of box echo.
This was likely a return from the rear
cabinet wall. It was an effect that also
showed up with live Radio 2 studio
chat, as another example. The
‘thoracic thrum’ (shall we call it!) of
the male voice caught by microphone
got a little bit of extra oomph from
the Stirling. It wasn't great, but it did
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tug at the independence of the
images, attempting to pull them back
into the cabinet - always a problem
with boxiness.

Spatial imaging was excellent. The
d'Apollito arrangement of drivers
gave a nicely balanced sound all
round. Whilst there was extra focus
and detail listening directly in front,
on the axis of the tweeter, the
Stirlings sounded much the same
when walking around the room.This
does make a loudspeaker easier to
live with; it sounds good all the time,
rather than just in one physical hot
spot. Being forced to sit in one
position to enjoy music can be
tediously restrictive.

As Castle have engineered it, the
Stirlings have a good, full sound.
Vocalists have body and instruments
in the lower octaves, such as plucked
bass and bass guitar, have plenty of
strength and presence in the scheme
of things. The Stirlings go low, getting
right down to the lowest strings on a
string bass. Bass quality was generally
good, with some bloom and a little
bouncy boxiness - but that’s how it
usually is with compact floorstanders.
They don't have the extreme depth
or tight control of the larger
Howards, which set standards in this
area, even though Castle have tried
to transfer these strengths, All the
same, the Stirlings never sound short
of bass power, largely through their
voluminous upper bass.The walking
bass line in Angelique Kidjo's
Houngbati, from Aye, had a vibrant
power, but in fact the lower
fundamentals were kept in tight rein,
rather than being allowed to billow
and swamp things. Bigger
loudspeakers have these bass lines
shaking the building; the Stirlings
don't let their limitations overcome
them, which is where Castle show
how deft they are at striking a
cleverly engineered balance.

CLASSICAL PERFORMERS
Franck's intriguing Choral No2 sees
the Organ at the Basilica of Saint-
Sernin gliding downward with sombre
majesty towards 'thunder’ from its

1 6ft Contrabass pipes and although
the Stirling doesn't reproduce them
fully, it gives a good impression of
their 32Hz output. Although the 32ft
Principal Bass is in the recording,
there are few speakers or rooms able
to sustain its presence. Less extreme



pieces, like Chopin's well worked
Opus 48, No|, showed the Stirlings
reproduce piano convincingly, giving it
body and a beautifully wrought sense
of presence in the room. | was aware
that the carbon fibre drive units,
which do most of the work in a
performance like this, deliver a
deliciously natural tone that alludes
other cone materials. | am a great
lover of good carbon-fibre drive
units; they do avoid the colour and
character imposed by other
materials.

With orchestra the Stirlings again
showed how well Castle try to
produce a fully capable all-rounder,
rather than a Rock machine.Violins
sounded smooth and detailed,
although the tweeters could add a
little sheen at times, depending upon
the balance struck in the recording.
Woodwind sounded woody, brass
had a good rasp and plenty of tonal
colour. Trumpets sounded as if they
were of brass, not steel.

| started out listening to the
Stirlings with my Cyrus 7 amplifier,
which represents a good, modern
solid-state design. The Cyrus is
smooth and very capable, generally a
delight to use. However, since the
Stirlings are an efficient 8ohm load |
wheeled in my beloved 300B valve
amp, with valve KLPP| pre-amp. This
was like adding a Morton Thiokol
booster to the little Stirlings; they got
their act together fast and really
showed what was possible, With

The Stirling's forward response
stretches from 40Hz (-6dB) up to
20kHz in a usefully even manner,
without dips or peaks. Our third-octave
analysis shows the tweeter gives a few
dB less output than the main drivers,
just enough to give a smooth or warm
balance. The drive units integrate well,
absence of a crossover suckout
ensuring the ‘speaker will deliver plenty
of detail. This is a nicely balanced
performance that ensures the Stirling is
both accurate but palatable to listen to.

The reflex port is tuned to 50Hz,
providing well spread symmetrical
damping for the bass driver, our analysis
shows, Port output extends down to
25Hz, rolling down smoothly below
this.

amplification like this, aided by the
usual sprinkling of Jensens and Black
Gates, the speakers showed they
could sound dramatic. They have a lot
of innate ability and, if you happen to
use valve amps or want to graduate
to theny, then these ‘speakers make
fine partners. They're affordable,
domestically practicable and a nice,
easy amplifier load.

In a nutshell, the Stirlings are an
expertly wrought loudspeaker that
deliver a full bodied but accurately
balanced sound.They are easy to live
with over a period, having an
amenable sense of clarity that make
them pleasant companions in the
home. Castle have balanced them
well to suit both Classical and Rock. |
could easily live with them and would
always be happy with their balance,
which suits my tastes and
expectations. If you're in the market
for compact floor standers, I'd
suggest you listen to them first and
then last. They set a good standard
for others to beat - and whether
others beat them will be open to
question.

Castle Stirling 3 £729.90
(standard finish)

Castle Acoustics Ltd.

Park Mill

Shortbank Road, Skipton
North Yorkshire BD23 2TT
Tel: 01756 795333
www.castleacoustics.co.uk

With an unusually high overall
impedance of 9ohms, the Stirling was ol
surprisingly sensitive, producing no less  (gg)
than 89dB SPL from one nommnal watt
(2.8V) of input.To get this sort of +5
output designers usually resort to using 0
a 4ohm bass unit, which draws far -5
more current. The Stirling is a light
load, and a reasonably non-reactive one
0. Its efficient conversion of energy
and high impedance make it more
suitable for (Bohm) valve amps
than most rivals too.

The Stirling is a nicely
balanced design which is very
amplifier friendly, much more so
than usual. This is neat
loudspeaker engineering,

Frequency response

Impedance

Q
16
8
4
10 100 Ik 10k

review

A fabric dome tweeter
sits between two carbon-
fibre bass/midrange units
in d’Appolito arrange-
ment. This improves
vertical dispersion.

N
78 400 2k 7k 20k
frequency {Hz)
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World Verdict
KRGS

An accurate and well
balanced sound with
good body and oodles
of detail. Some slight
coloration, but otherwise
spot on the money.
Good for solid-state and
valves.
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If you want a massive leap in performance

"_-03§=
—
THE SILVER 250

“this is probably the best tonearm in the world right now...words
can’t express how good this is...one of the designs of the decade.”
HI-FI WORLD 2002

Very oceasionally a new product appears that is so advanced as 1o render all
previous benchmarks obsolete. People believe the Silver 250 s just such a
product and we invite you to expericnee an unprecedented leap in your
system perfornimee - regardless ol your current tonearm. Arrange for an
audition now - The Silver 250005 .£599 and our top arm - the Silver Taper is
L9070, Both products carry @ full no risk money back guarantee and are

available via your nearest Origin Live dealer or by direct mail order

FULL INFORMATION ON WEB SITE OR CONTACT
Origin Live, Unit 5, 362b Spring Road, Sholing, Southampton, SO19 2PB UK.
Tel:- 023 80578877 / 80363249 Fax:- 023 80578877 e mail:

originlive@originlive.com

web site: www.originlive.com
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Revamped Exposure electronics are looking to worry the competition. Will
their new 2010 CD player have them quaking in their boots? Dominic Todd

investigates. . .

o much for SACD. Over the

past few months there

appears to have been an
explosion of new mid-priced CD
players. This is the very area where
SACD was supposed to be making
inroads, but if the recent non-SACD
crop is anything to go by then the
new technology has some way to go
yet.

Last month Rotel's RCD 1070
showed great talent and put in a
performance that one could have
expected from a machine twice its
price only a few years ago. This time
it's the turn of amplifier experts,
Exposure, to show off their latest
entrant, the 2010.

At just short of £600 it stands
just above its immediate opposition
from Arcam, Roksan and the
aforementioned Rotel. One area the
extra money certainly hasn't gone is
into features. The 2010 is just about
as bare bones as you're going to get.
although it is handy enough. There's
BNC-coaxial and, unlike the Rotel,
optical digital outputs, an
extinguishable display and basic

remote control. Of more importance
to most potential buyers are the
gubbins inside and it is here the
Exposure shines.An up-to-the-minute
24bit/96kHz DAC is mounted on a
separate board and fed via a decent
quality toroidal power transformer.
Construction is neat, layout
thoughtful and good quality ancillary
components are used throughout.
Leaving the technical specification
aside, of even more importance here
is the sound quality. VVith a Rotel
RCD-1070 to hand for comparison, |
began by listening to lan Shaw's
‘Ruby’. Two aspects of the Exposure’s
performance were immediately
apparent.The first was a vivid
portrayal of percussion decay. There
was detail and ambience here far
beyond what you'd expect from a
£600 machine.What there wasn't,
however, was the vast staging of the
Rotel. The bass response wasn't quite
so lush and the whole performance
sounded somewhat lean by
comparison.Yet the bass that was
presented was, as with the rest of the
performance, beautifully controlled

and of very high quality. Timing was
greatly improved and there was a
sense of real interaction between the
musicians. The electric guitar
possessed a fine, sharp edged,
definition that lent it an air of
authority missing from other players.

It wasn't just the instruments that
benefited from the 2010’ insight into
the music. Shaw’s vocals had great
texture and presence, and the tightly
focused presentation ensured they
appeared dead centre within the
sound stage, with little blur. Overall
then, a beguiling listen, despite
perhaps a lack of weight at the
bottom end of things.

O.T. Quarter’s ‘Hold That Sucker
Down’ provided a complete change
of tempo that suited the Exposure
well. During the build up of the track
there's a rippling bassline in which the
2010 appeared to find an additional
pulsating aspect. Furthermore, the
complex synthesised rhythms were
played to a tee, with the vivacious
and fleet of foot Exposure injecting
plenty of anticipation and excitement
into the piece.Again, separation and
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Pro-Ject

EXCELLENCE

Town Dealer Town Dealer
Aldridge (West Mids) Sound Cinergy Leeds Sevenoaks S&V
Ashby De La Zouch Zouch Audio Leicester Leicester Hi-Fi
Bedford Richards A/V Lincoln Sevenoaks S&V
Birmingham Music Matters London (Euston) Kamla
Brentwood Audio T London {Holburn) Sevenoaks S&V
Bristol Radford HiFi Manchester Practical HiFi
Bristol Audio Excelience Manchester Sevenoaks S5&v**
Cambridge The Audiofile New Malden, Surrey Unilet
Cardiff Sevenoaks S&V Newbury B&B Hi-Fi**
Chester Audio Excellence Newcastle Lintone Audio
Colchester Grayston S&vV Norwich Sevenoaks S&vV
Coventry Frank Harvey Nottingham Notts Hi-Fi Centre
Darfington Hi-Fi Experience Oxford Oxford Audio
Doncaster The Hi-Fi Studios Peterborough Sevenoaks S&V
East Grinstead Audio Designs*® Rainham (Kent) Progressive Audio
Edinburgh Hi-Fi Corner Reading B&B Hi-Fi** |
Edinburgh Russ Andrews* ‘ Reading Audio T*
Exeter Sevenoaks S&V** Salisbury Salisbury Hi-Fi**
Glasgow Glasgow Audio Sheffield Moorgate Acoustics
Harrow Harrow Audio** Southampton Phase Three**
Helston, Cornwall Sounds Perfection Swansea Sevenoaks S&vV
Hitchin, Herts David Orton A/V Swiss Cottage Sevenoaks S&V
Ipswich Sevenoaks S&V Tuxford (Notts) Chantry Audio®
Ireland (Dingannon) Kronos Hi-Fi Warrington Doug Brady*
Kidderminster Midland Audio Ex* Worthing Phase Three
Leamington Stratford Hi-Fi Yeovil Mike Manning®
¢ Ortofon only ** Pro-ject only
For a full dealer list and more information contact:
Henley Designs [.td. Unit 10 Moorbrook, Southmead Industriat Park, Didcat, Oxon. OX11 THR
Tel: 01235 511166, Fax: 01235 511266, E-mail henley.designs @ virgin.net, WW W.henleydesigns.co.uk
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d<control were first rate, although | did
occasionally feel there were times
when perhaps the 2010 became
slightly over exuberant. At higher
volumes in particular, the balance
could become just a little too edgy
and forward. Despite this though, |
felt the player got away with the
occasional rough edge as it kept the
performance engaging, thanks to first
rate timing. By comparison the Rotel
couldn’t help but sound heavy handed
even though it definitely possessed
more impact through its stronger
upper bass response.

Female vocalists, The Corrs,
proved a tougher challenge. It came
as quite a relief to find that the 2010
didn't emphasise sibilance as much as
| thought it might. Furthermore, as
with Shaw, there was texture and
colour in the vocals that many a
more expensive machine can simply
gloss over.The violin was given a rare
prominence too, and stood out as a
solo instrument rather than merely
being a part of the background mix.

More of a surprise was a certain
softness towards some bass notes. It
was here in particular that the Rotel
scored over the Exposure in
providing firmer and more expansive
foundations to the music. It also had
a touch more refinement to the
vocals, although it didn't quite catch
some of the subtler nuances of the
2010.

| MEASURED PERFORMANCE
The Exposure was one of a small

[ bunch of players unable to reproduce

| our short test pulse.As a result we

| had to measure it with a gliding tone

| test signal and third-octave analysis.

| The amplitude resolution of this test
method is equally high, however, even

| if the frequency resolution is not.

L This measurement shows the player

| gives a flat response from 20Hz to

’ 20kHz within fractions of a dB,

I displaying just the slightest top end

| roll down, so it should sound tonally
well balanced in use.

At higher signal levels the

| convertors were linear, producing
little distortion or noise our -30dB

| analysis shows. As level decreased
performance deteriorated a little

| compared to the best players but

| was respectable all the same.As a

l result the EIA} dynamic range figure

Pachelbel’s Canon provided the
Exposure with a Classical diet. Of key
importance with this music is tumbre
and timing. Generally, there were few
problems with either. The stringed
instruments possessed a sweet
timbre although subtle changes of
bow stroke were sometimes hard to
identify. In this respect though the
2010 still had the measure of the
1070, even though it didn't quite
manage to extricate the same level of
depth from the double bass.The
upside of such a lightweight bass
response though was that the timing
was fast, breezy and as fluid as one
could hope for.

In the final score the Exposure
scores as a definite success. It has the
sort of rhythm, balance and vibrant
timing that you'd normally have to
pay Naim money for. In addition, the
2010 manages, just, not to sound too
harsh, cold or uninvolving. Exactly the
opposite in fact is true. With most
types of music, | found the Exposure
thoroughly involving and offering
great insight into the music.Yet this
isn't to say that it will suit everyone
or all systems. If your system is
already on the bright side then this
particular CD player could just tip
the balance toward aggression.
Furthermore, the 2010 doesn’t have
the best bass response around.Those
who have just listened to the Rotel,
or even Arcam CD72, could find the

was a good | 10dB. With output
exactly at 2V and wide channel

separation across the audio band the level

Exposure player measured well. NK

left right

Distortion
-6dB 0.005 0.005
-30dB 0016 0017
-60dB 04 0.42
-90 29 30
Separation left  right
tkHz 120 121
20kHz 90 90
Noise -105dB
with emphasis -105dB
Dynamic range 110dB

Output 2V

+0.5
Frequency response  20Hz - 20kHz 5

0.5

L review

Exposure too lean. For these reasons
I'd recommend the 2010 highly, but
wouldn't criticise anyone for choosing
the Rotel over it. With choices like
these, those in the mid-range CD
market really have never had it so
good. ll &

Exposure CD 2010 £599

Exposure Electronics
The Works

59 North Street
Portslade

E. Sussex BN4i IDH
Tel: 01273 423877

Frequency response

82 frequency (Hz)

25k

Distortion

A At M S i 4

frequency (Hz) 21k
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World Verdict
SR

Another great midpriced
CD piayer with good
pound for sound value.
The Exposure has a
very exciting and
forward sound that is
totally involving.

PAGE 21



feature

HIGH RESC
IS LOW PR

mn»

Noel Keywood tours the big stores looking for SACD and DVD-Audio.

s CD on its way out! Are the big

stores now stocking SACD or

DVD-A! | toured the Central
London music megastores of HMV
and Virgin in Oxford Street, and
Tower Piccadilly to see how they
were treating these new formats, to

give you some idea of what to expect

‘on the ground’ in the near future.
After all, there’s not much point in
getting a shiny new, high resolution
audio player if no one is stocking the
discs. And the big stores can help
make or break a format by choosing
to stock it — or otherwise. But as
Genaro Castaldo of HMV put it, this
is a "chicken or egg" situation over
which comes first - discs in the
stores or demand from the pubilic.

The big music stores historically
don't like ‘multiple inventory’,
stocking of the same song on LP,
cassette, CD and Minidisc. Happy
about the current dominance of CD
as a format, they are in no hurry to
take on two more audio formats, |
found. Counterbalancing this is the
success of DVD Video. All the music
stores have areas or departments for
DVD Video.

That HMYV are reticent about the

PAGE 22

IR

IH.II“ Yuthe ““‘

2¢Ds 3CDs.== T

new formats was obvious from
my visit to their Oxford Street
store, where there was no
special racking for the discs.
High resolution discs are put in
the racks under the artist’s
name, | was told by an assistant. The
press office were not particularly
aware of specific issues surrounding
the new formats and it seemed to me
that HMV were at present a bit
unconcerned about SACD and
DVD-A,

At the other end of Oxford
Street Virgin have recently tidied up
their megastore and the new layout
gives some idea about their priorities.
A big area has been devoted to the
LP but MiniDisc has been moved
down to a small rack in the
basement. | couldn't help feeling this
was the departure lounge for MD.
But Virgin seems no more
enthusiastic about the new formats
because SACD, in its own rack,
ominously sits alongside MiniDisc.
There was a light sprinkling of titles,
classical and Rock, but much of the
Rock was re-release. | saw little
modern material from major artists,

where recording quality might do
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Virgin place SACD beside
MiniDisc - in the basement!

SACD justice. To make the rack look
fuller TDK blank CD-Rs sat ten deep
or more behind solitary SACDs. "We
don’t have much in that section”, an
assistant told me, in a slight
understatement. And price? Mostly
around £23.99, but there was some
variation; SACD is expensive.

Upstairs in the DVD Video racks
Virgin have a music section with a
good selection of videos with audio
soundtracks However, there were no
DVD-Audio discs.

Tower Records were altogether
more aware of the new formats and
better stocked than Virgin or HMV.
Whilst their Piccadilly Circus store
doesn't have a large rack, it is situated
in the busy entrance area and Colin
Young, the floor manager, told me
they get a useful volume of sales.




LUTION

Tower mix SACD with DVD-Audio,
knowing that buyers will be quality
conscious and aware of the issues
involved, at least to some extent.
Colin told me they would be rolling
this specialist rack out to other
stores around the UK in the near
future and he was quite enthusiastic
about the formats. Prices were
around the £23-£24, which appears
to be the norm.

Downstairs in the DVD Video
music section Tower were stocking
some DVD Audio discs of the Doors,
re-mixed to 24/96 surround-sound.
These were in with the video discs,
but being marked ‘DVD Audio’ should
need a proper DVD Audio player to
reproduce them.With a low price of
£16 | wonder whether they were
truly DVD-As, rather than DVD
Video discs with 24/96, 5.1 surround-
sound. Such fine distinctions are not
made on the packaging of course and
this is where DVD has become
hopelessly confusing.

Tower has more confidence in
SACD, because it is easier to
understand. Prices for SACD are
high, again up to £23 or so.

At present SACD and DVD-A
sales are so low the British
Phonographic Institute (BPI) don't

record them. they told me. Because
the discs are at present categorized
as CDs or DVDs, they may never do
s0, so whether sales will rise may
forever remain a mystery. Whilst
prices remain so high demand is likely
to remain limited, | feel, especially in
the absence of chart topping artists.

In spite of all the confusion
surrounding DVD, it may well be that
DVD Video discs carrying high quality
24/96 audio could seep into the
market. Priced around £16.99 they
are compatible with all normal DVD
(video) players and can give better
sound quality than CD. Questioning
Meridian Audio about DVD (it uses
Meridian lossless packing) they told
me that in their view 24/96 was all
we need for perfect CD sound
quality. That makes 24/192 techno-
logical overkill. Sony and Philips,
developers of SACD, wouldn't agree
with them of course.

Confused? So is everybody. As
discs trickle into the stores it will be
interesting to see how HMV,Virgin
and Tower cope.At present though,
high prices and limited selections will
give them an easy time and buyers a
headache. On the retail front SACD
and DVD-A has made little
progress. ll £

'World Radio Histc
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SACD TECHNOLOGY
Supar Audio Compact Disc Is an audio-only format using a fixed standard, high
rate DSD bitstream that offers 24-bit resolution and 96kHz analague bandwidth
(192kHz sampling raté) Programimie 1S generally ayanable 1s beh surroynd-
sound, with a stereo mixdown for conventional systeing

two Types af aisc are avanabie Dual layer types will plgy on CD players
as well as SACD players but they are more expensive to manufaciura, since
the twn ayers mast be physically bonded in 4 $eparaté manutactunng proGess
Single layer discs are cheaper to make. although not necessarily cheaper o
buy, but will play only on SACD players Both types are avaiable in the shops.
at present only identfied by stickers

Tower have a clearly identified
SACD and DVD-Audio rack.
Colin Young was happy with
sales. Other stores will be
getting these racks.

DVD TECHNOLOGY

Conceived as a videq medium. DVD has
nevertheless always bagan able to carry audio
as a movie soundtrack Bear this in mind,
because it does tend to confuse matters
DVD movie soundtrack is usually CD quality,
meaning 16-bit at 44 1kHz sampling rate
However, this sound track can come in supe-
ror 24-bit 96kHz resolution stereo or com-
pressed multi-channel (Dolby 5 1) These are
basically DVD Video discs. but their audio Is
herter quality than CD and they may ngt even = v
have video on them, acting purely as augdio
CDs Unfortunately, not many early video
players fully reproduce 24/36. they truncate It
to 20kHz Thus is an early unpublicized prob-
lem with DVD

PIVEI=A (LIVI) ALCIO) §8 A (urs ALGIO tor-
mat with no video on the disc It offers even

higner Souna quahty 24-bit at 192KHZ sani-
pling rate, two channel (stareo), or 24/96 six
&nannel AMMOUgn 241192 will Give baner
#ound quallty tnan 24/96, stereo recordings
n this format are rare Even studtos aren’t
commonly equipped to recard to such high
resolution necessary 192kHz A/D convertors

anly recently coming to market As a result
24/96 six channel s more common and may
carry 5 1 format surround sound or other info,
such as height infermation (periphony)

DVD gets even more confusing when
discs carry both DVD-Audio and DVD-Video
This makes them compatible with old DVD
video players, as well as newer DVD-A play-
ers, but playing time will suffer. unless the
disc has two layers or uses both sides,

—_
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The new Eyris series
from Tannoy features
their ‘wideband’

technology in the shape
of a new titanium dome

tweeter. Dominic Todd

auditions the baby of the

range, the Eyris 1.

n»

band of late. Due to the

increased frequency response
of formats such as DVD-A, amp and
‘speaker manufacturers have been
quick to cash in by offering products
suitable for the ‘new’ expanded fre-
quency products. Of course there's
nothing really new here as analogue
sources already offer a technically
near unlimited frequency response.
None the less, it hasn’t done Tannoy
any harm with their high end
Dimension range. Now the technolo-
gy has filtered down to the middle
orders, and the specifications are
truly impressive. The ultra thin titani-
um dome tweeter will stretch to a
phenomenal 44kHz! It may be well
outside the human hearing spectrum,
but the effects of reduced top end
compression can often be worth the
effort.

In other respects the Eyris | is a
fairly straightforward affair. The cabi-
net is solidly built with I8mm MDF
and beautifully finished in a choice of
real wood veneers. With such a high
tech tweeter it comes as something
of a surprise to find an ordinary
looking t45mm fibre woofer in these
days of woven Kevlar and alloy units.
Yet many a ‘speaker has sounded
more than fine with just such a bass
unit so there's no cause for undue

concern.
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here's been much talk of wide

One final unusual feature is the
five binding posts.Yes, you read that
right, five! There's four for conven-
tional bi-wiring and a fifth to act as a
ground. Attach this to your amp as
you would a turntable earth.

In the best Tannoy tradition |
found the Eyris a sensitive ‘speaker to
drive even though Tannoy themselves
claim an average 88dB.

Listening to The Art Of Noise's
‘On Being Blue' | found the claim of a
wide band frequency response to be
more than mere marketing hype.The
operatic vocals fairly soared from the
‘speakers, which could make even the
most open of rivals seem compressed
in comparison. The guitar’s texture
and depth was also most impressive,
leading to great insight into the
music. Not for nothing is Tannoy
renowned for their studio monitors,
it would appear.

With such a far reaching tweeter
it came as a relief to find that
integration with the woofer hadn't
been overlooked.The paper cone
melded seamlessly with the tweeter
to form a cohesive balance. Further
down the range though, the balance
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wasn’t quite as impressive. Compared
with the lucidity of the treble and
mid band, | found the lower bass
response just a tad soft and lazy.
Bunging the front mounted ports
with the supplied foam inserts helped
to a degree but there still wasn't
quite the firm control of rivals such
as B&W's CDMINT or Neat's
Critique. However this slight flaw
didn't detract from the palpable sense
of depth and fine imaging.

The Rip Chord’s ‘just A Man’
provided a starker, more grungy
backdrop. If anything, the balance
sounded just a little too polite, with
the thrashed guitar in particular
losing out on its coarser qualities.
That having been said the timing
couldn’t be faulted and the Tannoys
afforded excellent insight into the
vocal characteristics of the lead
singer. Overall though, | still felt that
the whole performance seemed just a
little tame. It appears that Tannoy
were so concerned by the extra
“hash” that the expanded frequency
response might have introduced, that
they've gone out of their way to
engineer in more refinement than is




strictly necessary.

Eagle-Eye Cherry's ‘She Didn't
Believe' can cause component
problems.Vocals are often closely
microphoned and the recording has a
few rough edges.Yet, the Eyris Is
made a fine effort.Vocals were
intimate and truthfully reproduced.
The guitars showed good resolution
too, although they did seem to miss
the last degree of analysis, in that
others would etch the notes slightly
more precisely. Bass response proved
fine, although it didn’t quite have the
weight and control needed to really
drive the natural rhythm of the song.
Otherwise, the ‘speakers had little
problem separating the various
instruments and avoided the harsh
compression that can set in with
more exuberant rivals.

Tannoys have often excelled with
high level Dance music, so | thought
I'd try Mouse T Vs Hot N Juicy's
‘Horny’ and crank up the volume.The
Eyris I's remained true to their
heritage by offering a near faultless

MEASURED PERFORMANCE

The Eyris is a little unusual in
conception, having a paper coned
bass/mid driver and a wideband
tweeter capable of reaching above
20kHz. Since our measuring
microphone reaches no higher than
20kHz we could not check this. The
bass/mid driver doesn't have a partic-
ularly smooth response by current
standards, our analysis shows, and
tweeter level is set around -2dB low
perhaps to soften the sound a little.
I'd expect a lively sound from this
‘speaker and good vocal projection,
due to the presence of a peak at
1.6kHz. There's no crossover dip so
detailing should be strong and the
tweeter looks reasonably smooth.
Low frequency output rolls
down steadily below 80Hz. This
suggests well damped and perhaps
dry bass, aligned to suit near wall

THE T

performance. The smooth refinement
proved a blessing at ear piercing
levels, and they remained clean and
linear at volumes that would have the
neighbours raising merry hell. At
these higher levels the Tannoys
showed a much greater sense of
attack, and there was real presence
from the vocals which helped create
the impression of a ‘wall of sound’,
rather than simply boxy compression.
Detail remained excellent and the
only aspect the committed club fan
might miss would be a lack of truly
deep bass. The up side of this though,
was the decent timing and pace. As
before, the baby Tannoys showed a
real fluency between the frequencies.
It's hard to see how any Tannoy
fan would be disappointed with these
‘speakers. They have all the traditional
Tannoy qualities of decent efficiency,
broad sound staging and sustained
high volume handling. Added to that,
comes a real sense of openness in
the treble, and excellent refinement
thanks, in part, to the balanced

positioning. With a port tuned to
50Hz the bass end of things looks as
if it was designed to be punchy

and tight rather than deep.

The impedance curve sits
unusually high and measurement
showed an overall impedance of
exactly 8ohms. With little
reactance too, the Eyris is a
relatively light and unreactive
amplifier load. The penaliy for high
impedance is low sensitivity and at
85dB SPL for one nominal watt of
input the ‘speaker was nothing
special here, but not to bad

either. Lower impedance

rivals manage 86dB or so .

these days, but they are not 16

SO easy to drive.
The Eyris looks like it is 4

meant to be a lively ‘speaker

that is amplifier friendly. It

Impedance

| review

frequency response. Yet they're not
quite perfect. At lower levels the bass
response can seem just a little lazy,
and that high level of refinement also
brings about disadvantages. Whilst
allowing poorer recordings to sound
listenable, other rivals will show
greater insight into higher quality
material.

For all that though, the Eyris |s
are certainly worthy of an audition,
and would particularly suit a great
number of the many powerful
transistor amps around that err on
the side of brash. Recommended for
Tannoy afficianados and those new to
the brand alike. B 2

Tannoy Eyris | £599.90

Tannoy Ltd.
Rosehall Ind. Estate
Coatbridge

North Lanarkshire
ML5 4TF

Tel: 01236 420199
www.tannoy.co.uk

should have an interesting and
distinctive sound. NK

Frequency response

12 78 400 2k 7k 20k .
frequency (Hz)

World Verdict
Q&Q&E

Fine, open ‘speakers in
the traditional Tannoy
mould. The fine detail
and treble response is
sightly marred by a
slightly lazy bass,
though

1 HI-FIWORLD JUNE 2002
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Most companies wouldn't call a twelve hundred pound CD player 'entry
level', but then most aren't Meridian. David Price tries out the new 507.

eridian calls itself the ‘inven-

tor of audiophile CD'. Now,

| know many analogue
addicts who'd argue that there's no
such thing, but even if you accept the
premise, that's still an ambitious claim.
The company's first silver disc spinner
was little more than a lightly re-heated
Philips CD 100, and moreover, one of a
number of similar reworkings from
various companies. Still, there's no
doubting Meridian's commitment to
the format. Since that first 1984
machine they've produced twenty dif-
ferent models, none of which have
sounded bad at all. Indeed - interest-
ingly - they've all had quite a distinc-
tive, warm and sweet, family sound!

| have to admit a soft spot for the
506.24 which | reviewed back in the
summer of 2000.At £1,195 the new
507 is a direct replacement for this
very capable machine and has much to
live up to. Most of its predecessor's
charm came from its very smooth,
subtle and engaging nature - one that
was far more finessed than its
immediate rivals, if not quite so
striking.
This formula is pure Meridian,

carried through from the original
MCD. Headbangers won't like it, but

PAGE 26 JUNE 2002

classical music aficionados with refined
palettes do.To this end, you'd hardly
expect the 507 to represent a
dramatic break with tradition - and it
doesn't.

New to the party are the 24bit,
192kHz DACs - running of course in
16/44 mode because this is a CD-only
spinner - with a direct-coupled
audiophile-standard output amplifier.
The CD-ROM derived transport reads
CD-Rs and CD-RWs in addition to
standard pressed audio CDs, and has
been carefully conceived to keep jitter
to very low levels, achieved by double
buffering techniques originally found in
the 508.The digital output is precision
re-clocked and 6-layer PCBs, 4
separate power supplies, the latest
surface-mount technology and
'selected’ components are all used for
the best possible sound.

The 507 is built as befits any
Meridian - it's heavy (6.4kg) for its
diminutive dimensions
(88mmx321x332mm) and beautifully
finished to boot. Thanks to superb
ergonomics it's a joy to use and all the
commands (Open/Close, Play, Stop,
Pause, Previous, Next and Off) are
duplicated on the rather swanky
‘Meridian System Remote' which is
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supplied. Combined with its built-in
RS232 port, this can control an entire
Meridian system - the fine 551
integrated amplifier (which | reviewed
over 7 years ago and is still going
strong) would be an ideal partner.

Round the back there's the usual
coaxial and optical digital outputs, plus
RCA stereo line outs and aforemen-
tioned connection port. My only
lament is the lack of that wonderful
chunky CD drawer of Meridians of
yore - now it's the flimsy, plasticky
computer CD drive type.

Now to the sound through my
reference World Audio pre-power and
Yamaha NS1000Ms. It's a Meridian CD
player so we're talking - yes you've
guessed it - warm and sweet and
beguiling and smooth and musical. No
surprises there, then. Indeed, I'd go so
far to say that - with the onset of
DVD-A etc. - this may be the last CD
you'd need to buy. It does so much so
well, and what it doesn't do frankly
isn't easily do-able by Red Book CD
without chucking vast sums at the
problem. If you really want more then
you might as well go for a 'high
resolution digital' solution - or a
turntable of at least the calibre of a
Rega P2!



| kicked off with my favourite
torture track, Mercury Rev's 'Goddess
on a Highway', which can sound shrill
with even quite pricey kit.The
Meridian was unrelentingly civilised

and sophisticated - but not, repeat not,

bland. Soundstaging was excellent - it
tends to hang instruments fairly well
back, but still there's a great sense of
perspective and wide, boldly carried
left-to-right imaging. Image articulation
wasn't quite as rock-solid as Naim's
CDS or Cyrus's CD7/PSX-R, but is
wider and more ‘capacious’
nevertheless.

Tonally the 507 is as graceful as
you'll get from |6/44. Bass is
sumptuous and slightly over-warm (it's
like what musos would call 'valve
bass’), although not quite as extended
as Cyrus CD7/PSX-R. Hall and Qates'
'l Can't Go for That' showed that its
midband isn't as brightly lit as Naim's
CDS5 or even Arcam'’s new FM} CD23.
It's hardly recessed, but neither does it
come out to shout hello. It's rather
vinyl-like in this respect, and none the
worse for it - vocals sound smooth
and you can enjoy their timbre,

Although this is called a ‘24 Bit’
player it plays 16-bit CDs to |6-bit
resolution and it will not play 24-bit
DVDs, for example. In this case the
machine’s internal processing is of
24-bit resolution and as a result it
should be more linear than usual.
Tests showed this was the case, from
maximum output right down to
—90dB. Differences were slight, but
they were there; the 507 produces a
tad less distortion than just about
any other CD player | have
measured. In terms of sound qualty
it is probably not the distortion that
matters, per se, but the general
quality of the internal circuitry and
this is an advanced player.

With a normal flat frequency
response that extends to 21.25kHz
(-1dB), and low noise, this player
measures very well all round and is

whereas lesser players either screech
them out at you or simply muffle
them. Treble was deliciously sweet and
satisfying, but you may get the feeling
that just the tiniest bit has been
lopped off the high end.

Kraftwerk's 'Expo 2000' proved an
interesting challenge for the Meridian.
Frankly | doubt most 507 users will be
into electronic dance music (exquisite
as this particular example of the breed
is), but this player still made a great
show of it. Despite its "polite’ tonality,
the Meridian is actually very grippy
(obviously more so than the 506.24)
and duly held on very tight as the
track's bassline energetically
modulated up and down. True, Naim's
CDS5 and Cyrus's CD7/PSX-R are just
that bit tighter, but they are lighter
too, and lack the impactful ‘grunt’ of
the Meridian.

Lee Morgan's ‘The Rajah’ on
BlueNote proved the 507's mettle at
recreating 'real’ recorded acoustics.
With plenty of air and space, and lots
of low level ambient cues, you get a
real sense of 'being there'. Dynamics
are very good - but not quite up to

likely to deliver superb sound quality
from CD.

Frequency response 4Hz-21.25kHz
left right

Distortion
-6dB 0.004 0.004
-30dB 0016 0.016
-60dB 0.36 0.37
-90 29 30 3
Separation left  right
TkHz 17 16
20kHz 92 9l
Noise -107dB
with emphasis -107dB
Dynamic range I12dB
Qutput 2.3V

review

the superlative standards of the Arcam
FM} CD23, Naim CDS5 or Cyrus
CD7/PSX-R. ] always got the sense
that the 507 was just 'rounding the
edges’ off transients, even if it proved
excellent at the 'microdynamic’
nuances and accents of the playing.

Overall it's thumbs skyward for
this new Meridian. It's not the most
riveting listen, but for yours truly at
least, it's none the worse for it. just as
the fastest car isn't necessarily the
most satisfying to live with on a day-
to-day basis, the 507 more than makes
up any ground it loses to excellent
rivals with sheer grace and musicality.
An excellent new product - and I'd
imagine it would make quite a pairing
with the oft-overlooked 551
integrated amplifier.

Meridian 507 £1,195

Meridian Audio Ltd.
Stonehill, Huntingdon
Cambs

PE29 6EX

Tel: 01480 445678

www.meridian-audio.com

Frequency response

62 frequency (Hz) 25k

Distortion

frequency (Hz)} 21k
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World Verdict
QEEE
Another quintessentially
Meridian silver disc
spinner, the 50/ is a

wondrously endearing
and engaging listen.
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Turntables & Tuners

PRO-JECT Debut I
Tuntable £114.95

Arcam DIVA TS
Denon TU260L MK|
Linn

Marantz ¢

Michell 3 ble

Project
Sony MDA

Videologic DRX-601E DAB Tuner

A3 CD Player

£279.95
£109.95
£1749.95 stening to vinyl, with a rich ana cetalled soundslage
£129.95 It's avallable sx funky
£1017.95
£144.95
£429.95
£279.95

> keep that old vinyl collection 1

* ¥k What HiFi? Awards 2000

Selected outlets are Project Turntable Centres. Colour Opti are available at additi | cost

MUSICAL FDELITY AZ DUAL MONG INTEGRATED AMPURES

£799.95

s ~ ~
A3 Amplifier £849.95 - e 0
A3 CD Player rawr O &
wi Wi w »2487C t® — —
) -
A3 Amplifier T - =
romantic swi wi
internal deta Wi
capable of performing well beyond its price. We guarantee you -
won't be disappointed What Hi-Fi? Awards 2000 CcD P/ayef S
Arcam DiVA CD62T £349.95
Arcam DiVA CD92T £849.95
Arcam FMJ CD23T £1149.95
Denon DCD485 £139.95
Linn Genk £994.95
DM601S3 Speakers £249.95 e
Marantz C £99.95
Ultimately 1it's the 601 S3s’ lack of any weakness that t 0 Spe h t s SO widle Marantz CD6000K £449.95
that most of the competitior Slutiol rytt Musical Fidelity Nuvista ! £2999.95
. | the ; Roksan ( MK £994.95
' . . Roksan Kandy £544.95
Rotel RCD £499.95
> w Sony ’X £119.95
B& S
) n
p
Marantz RW £349.95
Wi Pioneer £199.95
Sony M M £229.95
Yamaha KX C £119.95
What HiFi? January 2002 Yamaha " £199.95

Please Note: Some products may not be availat it outlets.
Ad intl at least 8t 2 E&OE
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Amplifier Sciection

Arcam DiVA A65 Plus Amplifier
Arcam DiVA A75 Plus Amplifier
Arcam FMJ A32 Amplifier
Cyrus ACA7.5 Pre Amplifier
Cyrus Smart Power Amplitier
Denon PMA3ZS55 Amplifier . . .
Linn Kalector Pre Ampiifier ...,
Linn LK85 Power Amplifier
Marantz PM4200 Amplifier
Musical Fidelity A300 Amplifie
Musical Fidelity NuVista Amplifier
Roksan Caspian MKIl Amplifier

Roksan Kandy Amplifier .....
Rotel RA931/Il Amplifier .

£349.95
£449.95
£1099.95
£699.95
£549.95
£229.95
£494.95
£494.95
.£159.95
£1399.95
£2974.95
£894.95
.£544.95
£189.95

ARCAM

DiVA CD72T CD Player £429.95
DiVA A85 Integrated Amplifier ~ £749.95

“The CD72 will have you jumping out of your seat from the very first notes. Both powerful and
punchy, it delivers every ounce of air and detail present from detailed midrange to smooth, singing treble
Sometimes a product comes along that sets new standards...” * % & %+ What Hi-Fi? Awards 2001

©

ENY 200
“Srauv

Stereo Amplifiers
Best Buy £601-£1000

“You'lt have realised by now that we rather like this amp. It took us completely by surprise, and
further strengthens Arcam's already impressive product range... The A85 is superb, and we can't wait to
put it up against its peer in a group test.” * % %% % What Hi-Fi? March 2001

@ Silver 8i Speakers £699.95

“No other speaker in this test can match the Monitor Audios when it comes to delivering seismic
basslines with sofa rattfing power and weight. That this part of the spectrum also enjoys plenty of speed
and control confirms the Silver 8is’ position as bass kings... A great speaker needs more than simply
great bass, however, and the Silver 8is do far more than merely thump. With the likes of Curtis Mayfield's
‘Move On Up', they produce a sound of such verve that it becomes hard to sit still... They produce music
with plenty of excitement - but don't forget the subtleties too. Add excellent build and an easy load and
these Monitor Audios make a formidable case for themselves.” *k k%% What Hi-Fi? April 2001

Videologic
DRX-601ES Digital Tuner £329.95

"New name, new format, new winner: the VideoLogic story is as simple as that. The £299 DRX-601E digital tuner came out of nowhere to establish the firm as

a major player in the digital tuner market. With this upgrade,
VideoLogic goes one step further: it's still a DRX-601E at
heart, but quite apart from the sleek silver styling and
sexy blue LEDs it now has a better, white-on-blue
display, and what the company calls ‘Psycho-acoustic
Compensation' - a form of signal processing designed
to make the tuner sound less digital

And it works: the DRX-601ES has a presentation that's

rich, clean and extremely informative. Bass is big and powerful, while the midband and treble are well controlled. The style alone would justify the slight price
rise; the sound quality makes it a Product of the Year." # % %%+ What Hi-Fi? Awards 2001
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CD Players
Best Buy £501-£800

— III ™1 —
N\ 7 ~N WA »

CD7 CD Player £799.95
7 Integrated Amplifier £699.95

Cyrus 7 CD "This player is just as convincing with thundering orchestral strings and brass
making a great job of Bemnstein's recording of Mahler's Symphony No 5 and it has the
definttion to unravel the instrumental strands in the Kronos Quartet's disc of Phillip Glass string
quartets... It's that that makes it special - and this is a very special player indeed

% % % % % What Hi-Fi? November 1999

Cyrus 7 Amplifier "This is a fabulous amplifier. It's fast, punchy and has bags of power on tap but crucially delivers huge sackfuls of subtiety when the music requires Some
of the other amplifiers In this group may be better with particular genres of music but as an all-rounder 1t takes some beating.” k%% k% What Hi-Fi? November 1999

CTS1ar 78 Series

782 bases its performance on a 165mm Nomex bass unit fitted to a reflex enclosure ensuring excellent low
frequency extension from a graceful and compact cabinet. The 783 houses a larger 200mm bass unit with
massive motor system. capable of floor shaking, yet tightly controlled low frequency extension. Both use
Keraform midrange drivers for outstanding clanty and midrange detail coupled to superb dynamic range
together with Mission's silk dome tweeter.

The 780 and 781 are the pinnacle of Mission's research into creating a three dimensional soundstage,
extensive bandwidth and dynamic range from the smallest possible cabinet dimensions. The 780 is massive
in its sonic capabilities. Its 130mm Keraform bass unit is carefully matched to a novel reflex enclosure for full
bodied bass extension, the qualities of Keraform produce a dynamic and ultra detaited midrange. in the 781
a 165mm Keraform driver takes advantage of a larger cabinet to extend bass performance and increase
efficiency whilst maintaining that superb midband transparency and finely detailed treble.

780 “Versatile and with a sound that works well with a wide variety of hi-fi kit, these speakers were worthy of
this title last year. and this year have achieved the tough task of making it the double.

%k 4% % What Hi-Fi? Awards 2001

Speaker Sclection

Acoustic Energy AE1 Series Il £699.95
B&W CDM INT £749.95
Q3 S k £399 95 B&W CDM 7NT £1249.95
Dea erS b B&W DM303 £179.95
Like its award-winning predecessor. the floorstanding B&W DME03 S3 £599.95
Q3 offers exceptional value for money. With the new Cyrus CLS70 (Black) £799.95
Ferrofluid-cooled metal dome neodymium tweeter KEF Cresia 2 £119.95
derived from the Reference Series unit, the Linn Katan (Maple £634.95
soincident source 160 mm (6.5 ) Uni-Q driver creates Linn Ninka (Maple £394,05
a spacious and intricate sound image throughout the L
room, and bass extension from the large front-firing Migsien 756 R29M85
port is accurately controlied to preserve the clarity of Mission M71 £119.95
the midrange. KEF's unique bracing system Monitor Audio Gold Reference 10 £799.95
ncreases cabinet rigidity to minimize distortion. and Monitor Audio Gold Referernce 20 £1499.95
the sophisticated crossovers are connected directly Ruark Eplogue | £344.95
to the bi-wire terminals for optimum signal integrity. Wharfedale Dar 8.1 £99.95




System Sclection

Cyrus Quattro Ex Power Amplifier & Speakers . .£849.95

Denon 201 Ex Speakers .£649.95

Denon DM50 Ex Speakers £279.95

Marantz Ecipse 19 Inc Speakers £599.95 e e -
Marantz Eclipse 21 Inc Speakers £699.95 W o

Marantx Eclipse 22 Inc Speakers £799.95 -
Marantz Eclipse 25 Inc Speakers £899.95 ‘ D

Tag McLaren Aphrodite Ex Speakers £2994.95

Teac Reference 100 Inc Speakers £299.95

Teac Reference 500 Ex Speoakers £699.95

Yamaha Pianocraft E150 Inc Speakers £249.95 CIaSSi k
LINN Music System £999.95

The Classik Music System is an alternative to the sound and looks of mass market compact systems.
Designed to be useful throughout the home, the Classik is simple and stylish with all the advanced
features needed to satisfy the most demanding hi-fi enthusiast or discriminating music lover,

“Since the Scottish company added a tuner to the amp/CD player, mouths have gaped even wider in
appreciation. The addition of colour options panders to the public’s taste for kit to match their interior
design, but it doesn't just look lovely in the lounge: the Classik sounds simply marvellous. Boasting fine
Impact and drive, it retains its grip even as it thumps out rock and dance tracks. Ask it to play quiet
acoustic music and its smooth, liquid presentation impresses still further. The Classik offers the
performance you d expect from high quality separates in one lovely package - this is a very superior
product.” s % %% What Hi-Fi? Awards 2001

TEAC
Reference 300 System £549.95

Teac's Reference 300 system is an absolute belter. The company's Reference series has won lots of
awards and many admirers in the past, and the 300 range at £200 less than the bigger 500 series, is no
disappointment. Your £600 buys you everything but speakers: an amplifier, tuner, CD player and cassette
deck... As beautifully built as we've come to expect from Teac, this system delivers the goods with style
o ek What Hi-Fi? Awards 2001

-
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D-M30 CD Recewnver £229.95
SC-M50 Speakers £69.95

‘Denon’s gorgeous D-M30 has a fine pedigree - and a record of success. Its forebear the
N-M3 kept impressing us with its balance of good looks and great sound, winning txo
What Hi-Fi? Awards on the trot. Now the latest generation takes home a Product of the
Year gong two years in a row. On its own merits, 100, as this is much more than a rehash
of the D-M3. Upgraded audio circuitry improved power supply and the Mission-designed
speakers all improve the package. The sound is superb, well-balanced and weighty... It's
a big system in a very cute box. Fokedkek What HicFi? Awards 2001

Optional Recorders:
CDR-M30 CD-RW Recorder » DMD-M30 MiniDisc Recorder « DRR-M30 Cassette Deck

Please Note: Some products may not be avaiiable at all outlets.
Adverisement vaiu untn at 1east 8th May 2002, E&OE.

sevenoaks sound & v




Turntables
Best Buy £501-£1000

J A Michell
Gyro SE Tuntaple £1017.95

Founded in Borehamwood by mechanical engineer John
4 \ Michell. For over thirty years, Michell Engineering have been at

the forefront of quality audio, with world-wide appreciated
products like the GyroDec and Orbe Turntables.

In the early eighties, the revolutionary GyroDec Turntable, with its elegant
The beautitully engineered Gyro SE not only looks the part but has a wonderfully and effective suspension system, was introduced. The Gyro SE is a
clean and fluid sound * %% %« What Hi-Fi? July 1999 smaller and cheaper package that retains the classy sound of the
GyroDec and can be upgraded to the full GyroDec specification by
adding a plinth and dustcover Price includes Rega RB300 Tone Arm

LINN
Genki CD Player  £994.95
Maijik Line Amplifier £694.95

Genki “Tempting though it is to think of Genki as a Glaswegian word, it's
actually Japanese, and the nearest definitions we could find involve vitality,
vigour and spirit. And used as adjectives, these words go a long way
towards describing the sound of the Genki, which always manages to
communicate the music first and foremost, and let the rest of the hi-fi thing
look after itself

.
LINN GENK)

it's a very well-thought-out player. too, from its clear and simple control layout to the provision of
four sets of analogue outputs, two at fixed level, and two with level controf. Completing the package is a 24-bit Burr-
Brown DAC and Pacific Microsonics HDCD filter. Few owners will worry about all that stuff, however, as they'll be too busy enjoying the way

Genki plays music, its purity of tone and sense of drama on Mozart's Don Giovanni being a fine example of its talent By any standards this is a superb player
and not just one for the army of Linn enthusiasts What Hi-Fi? March 2000

Majik The Linn Maijik is a sophisticated control amplifier complete with on-board stereo power amplifiers. A core entry-level product for powerful and flexible
control of hi-fi, video or multi-room installations. “Sneaky add-on modules expand its functions. It can accommodate many source components. The Majik is
available in two versions: The 'Phono’ version has five line-level inputs and one Moving Magnet phono input and the 'Line-level' version has six line-level inputs

MUSICAL FIDELITY

- a5 o

e ———
R 3D CD Player £2999.95
_ ‘It's hard to put your finger on exactly why and how the 3D CD
VLIS Player tuns in such a performance and to a certain extent it's a
/] I pointless exercise: it just does. OK, so at three grand it's a serious
[ % financial commitment, but if you're after a CD player to last 'til you
toa == take your final breath it could well fit the bill. Get a move on, though,

-

numbers are limited to just five hundred and they'li sell, believe me
Simply get a listen to one and go back to your reference player - all
will be revealed HI-Fi World October 2001

A limited edition of 500

Musical Fidelity has enough nuvistor tubes to build 500 Nu-Vista 3Ds and also to hold a spare set for every unit. (The limited edition Nu-Vista preamp, power amp and
integrated are proving to be remarkably reliable, with a tube failure rate of about 0.1%). Music lovers don't need SACD technology, they just need a better CD player
Now a lucky few will be able to own the Nu-Vista 3D compact disc player. Out of the total production of 500, 265 are allocated for sale in England, and of these, 97 have
already been reserved

Please Note: Some products may not be available at all outlets
Advertisement vahid until at least 8th May 2002, E&OE.
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scotland and north

Aberdeen 4971 Union Street 01224 587070

Edinburgh 5 The Grassmarket 0131 229 7267

Glasgow 88 Great Western Road 0141 332 9655 Open Sunday
Hull 1 Savile Row, Savile Sieet 01482 587171

Leeds 112 Vicar Lane 0113 245 2775 Open Sunday

Liverpool 16 Lord Street 0151 707 8417

Manchester 69 High Street, City Centre 0161 831 7969
Newcastle 19 Newgate Street 0191 221 2320

Preston 40-41 Lune Street 01772 825777 Open Sunday
Sheffield 635 Cueens Road, Heeley 0114 255 5861 Open Sunday

Bedford 29-31 St Peters Street 01234 272779

Cambridge 17 Burleigh Street 01223 304770

Ipswich 12-14 Dogs Head Street 01473 286977

Leicester 10 Loseby Lane 0116 253 6567

Lincoln 20-22 Corporation Street 01522 527397

Norwich 29/29a St Giles Street 01603 767605

Nottingham 597-599 Mansfield Road 0115 911 2121
Oxtord 41 St Clements Street 01865 241773

Peterborough 36-38 Park Road 01733 897697 Open Sunday

midlands and west

Birmingham 12 Queensway Arches, Livery Street 0121 233 2977
Bristol 92b White Ladies Road, Clifton 0117 974 3727

Cardiff 104-106 Albany Road 029 2047 2899

Cheltenham 14 Pitvile Street 01242 241171

Exeter 28 Cowick Street 01392 218895

Plymouth 107 Cornwall Street 01752 226011

Swansea 24 Mansel Street 01792 465777 Open Sunday

london and south east

Brighton 57 Western Road, Hove 01273 733338

Bromley 39a East Strect 020 8290 1988

Chelsea 403 Kings Road 020 7352 9466

Crawley 32 The Boulevard 01293 510777

Croydon 369-373 London Road 020 8665 1203 Open Sunday
Epsom 12 Upper High Street 01372 720720 Open Sunday
Guitdford 73b Norih Strect 01483 536666

Holborn 144-148 Grays Inn Road 020 7837 7540 Open Sunday
Kingston 43 Fife Road 020 8547 0717 Open Sunday
Maidstone 96 Week Street 01622 686366 Open Sunday
Reading 3-4 Kings Walk Shopping Centre 0118 959 7768
Sevenoaks 109-113 London Road 01732 459555
Southampton 33 London Road 023 8033 7770

Southgate 70-81 Chase Sido 020 8886 2777

Swiss Cottage 21 Northways Parade, Finchiey Rd 020 7722 9777 Open Sunday
Tunbridge Wells 28-30 St Johns Road 01892 531543
Watford 478 St Albans Road 01923 213533 Open Sunday
Witham (Essex) 1 The Grove Centre 01376 501733

Please call to verify hours of business.
Contact our outlets via E-Mail outlet@sevenoakssoundandvision.com

who are sevenoaks?

Founded in 1972, Sevenoaks Sound & Vision are one of the largest, and most
successful hi-fi and home cinema retailers in the country.

Each Sevenoaks Sound & Vision outlet stocks a wide range of quality products,
covering all categories of specialist home entertainment, from DVD Players to
Widescreen Plasma Televisions and Projection Systems, all at highly competitive prices.

Friendly staff are available in all stores to advise, demonstrate and guide you
through the home entertainment jungle.

The Sevenoaks Sound & Vision website has news and information on the
Sevenoaks group and its 44 outlets nationwide. The website is designed to provide
you with answers to the questions you may have when buying new equipment.

The site has comprehensive guides to a range of products and technologies
from vinyl and compact disc to all the latest formats, including DVD Audio, SACD
and widescreen plasma monitors and front projection systems.

There are regularly updated stock clearance fists with hundreds of products on
offer and detailed pages to help you locate your nearest outlet.

For impartial advice and information, just click on sevenoakssoundandvision.com

stock clearance

With over forty outlets nationwide, the Sevenoaks Sound & Vision group stock and
display a wide range of products. As technology delivers improvements in
performance, so individual models and product ranges are changed or superseded.
The preceding models are made available at a reduced price, for clearance. Visit our
Website for an up-to-date list of the clearance stock, listed by outlet, within the
Sevenoaks Sound and Vision group.

0% finance option’

Spread the cost of buying. 0% finance option is available on the vast majority of
prod ucts we stock. twiitien detafls on request. Licensed credrt brokers. Minmum balance £200. Subject to status.

pricing policy

Whilst we do not claim always to be the cheapest, we try to ensure our prices are
highly competitive. Take into account the expert advice, unrivalled product selection,
demonstration facilities and excellent pre, during and after sales service and the
lower price might not look such good value.

In the event you can find the same products and excelient service at a lower price,
please bring it to our store managers’ attention. We will always endeavour to offer
you the best deal.

www. sevenoakssoundandvision.com
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good voice?

ot so long ago in this very

fine journal, | encountered a

pair of slim floostanders
from the Opera stable whose com-
pact dimensions somewhat belied
their name, the SuperPavarotti.
Allegedly the great (in more ways
than one) man even received a pair
as a small gesture.What they did have
in common with their namesake,
though, was a full throated sound,
rich tone and an unmistakably Italian
style, as demonstrated in their fine
hardwood cabinets. Unlike the man
himself, the SuperPavarottis have now
had a bit of a re-shape and a change
to the vocal chords.

The gorgeous hardwood cabinet
remains (a company trademark for
twelve years) but we now have an
elegantly rounded back in curved
boat tail, or “marine” fashion, formed
from a single piece of wood which is
locked to the front baffle in the
hallmark of time-honoured crafts-
manship - tongue and groove fashion.
Although time consuming, this
method has found favour with Opera
due to its extra rigidity and structural
integrity. In addition to the fine
cabinet work, the SP2 has an all
round excellent finish, with Opera’s
high quality 24kt gold plated solid
brass (albeit single wire) connectors.

The ‘speakers are attached to a
base plinth (again with quality
adjustable brass cones fitted) with
exact spacing for the downward firing
port to operate correctly. This port
signifies the overall design of the SP2
- the same as in the original version-
which is known as a ‘double
asymmetric cavity loading’ configu-
ration. For the technically challenged,
this basically means their are two
separate, yet interconnected
chambers within the cabinet which
are of differing volume.The second
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The SP2s from Opera are the latest
version of their SuperPavarotti floor-
stander. Will Simon Pope find them in

(larger) of these
has the downward
firing port. Drivers
used are high
quality; two SEAS

I lcm mid/bass
units. These two
units operate
together at
frequencies below
100Hz, but above
this frequency the
lower unit is rolled
off. The upper one
takes over
midrange duties up
to 2.5 kHz, after
which a ScanSpeak
26mm tweeter
takes over - a unit
rightly held in high
regard throughout
the business,
incidentally.

The crossover
itself deliberately employs a minimum
of components but what it does use
are close tolerance for suitable
matching.

Listening was carried out using a
Meridian 506.24 CD player matched
with Quad l-Forty valve power amps
and a solid-state Meridian 557 200W
power amp. Preamp duties were
down to Creek’s invaluable passive
preamplifier, whilst Kimber and
Chord Company cabling was put into
action.

Take a stroll through any major
(or minor) ltalian city and you'll find a
certain amount of Englishness in the
appearance of certain individuals. It's
a well known fact that continentals
seem to carry off wearing traditional
English attire far better than those
who it was originally designed to
enrobe. It seems that loudspeaker
design is going this way, too.As the

JUNE 2002 HI-fI WORlDI

likes of Tannoy and KEF aim for a
wider ranging dynamic and more
immediate sound, so the likes of
Opera are harkening back to the days
of the Leak sandwich and classic
Wharfedale designs.Yes, there’s
perhaps more air and space here
than we associate with these classic
English models but the overall appeal
is similar.

Knowing the general overall
trademark sound of Opera | wasn't
surprised to find the SP2s had a
warm and smooth appeal, totally free
from sterility. What this means is that
you get a certain amount of
coloration, but it's in the valve amp
mould - pleasant as opposed to
intrusive. What did surprise me
though was the quality of the treble.
The ScanSpeak is a change for the
better when compared to the unit in
the original model. What this open




: RO

sounding treble does is inject a bit of

life into the sound, putting more
space and ambience into recordings.
Playing an SACD hybrid disc of a
fascinating collection of Sicilian
medieval songs on the Fone label
brought impressive results. A good
sense of perspective and depth was
created, with the resonant acoustics
of the recording venue superbly
recreated. The raw vibrancy of the
period percussion (drums in
particular) and instruments was well
relayed, with an impressive amount of
detail in the upper frequencies and
midrange. John Coltrane’s ‘A Love
Supreme’ also demonstrated that the
SP2s were comfortably at home with
natural and well balanced acoustic
material, giving an easy, warm
performance.

Knowing that it wouldn't be a
marriage made in heaven | put the
SP2s through the trials of
Underworld's “Push. . .Upstairs™. The
pumping electronic bass lines proved
to be a little out of sorts here. Whilst
ambient and acoustic bass is good,

MEASURED PERFORMANCE

The Operas had surprisingly good
vertical dispersion, meaning their
drive units were well matched in
terms of phase response.The result
in practice is a consistent sound
from a seated position to walking
around the room, where the ear is
much higher. It's a useful but
uncommon property.

Our third-octave analysis of
frequency response shows the
‘speakers measured flat from 40Hz
to 20kHz, fluctuations at the low end
of our analysis being due to room
effects. Otherwise the SP2s stay
within a few dB of flatness right
across the audio band, from 40Hz to
20kHz - an impressive result.
However, perfect flatness points to
the use of highly damped cone
materials that in practice can sound a
little lifeless, so there's a trade-off
here.The SP2 will sound detailed
though, and its port goes low, so it

I review

the dry, low rumblings of Underworld

failed to materialise to their full effect
- no real surprise when the slim
cabinet dimensions are considered.
What these slim cabinets do bring,
though, is sharp imaging which is both
impressive yet natural, with good
depth of sound stage, too, as Paul
Weller's brilliantly mixed ‘Stanley
Road’ CD proved.

Those seeking impact above all
else may not always appreciate the
SP2s but they image almost perfectly
and have an endearing musical quality
that many manufacturers have
sacrificed for sonic fireworks.The
new choice of tweeter makes a big
difference. Like the rest of the Opera
range, and indeed ltalian hi-fi in
general, the SP2s aren't the type of
‘speaker that will make you jump out
of your seat and get you air guitaring,
Spinal Tap style. Where they impress
most is with the ease in which they
produce music, with not a hint of
edginess of scratch. Although
ultimately they sacrifice a little
excitement and bounce for

should also have quite good bass too.
On this topic, the impedance curve
suggests the floor positioned port
has a broad bass spectrum and
applies effective damping to the bass
cones around resonance. This gives
the ‘speakers a flat-ish impedance
curve that rises steadily from 4ohms
up to |0ohms, giving an overall figure
of 6ohms under measurement.
There’s virtually no reactance in the
load, except around bass resonance,
so the SP2 is an easy load. Sensitivity
was mediocre, measuring 85d8 SPL
from one nominal watt of input.The
Castles in this issue managed 89dB
by way of comparison, with

higher impedance, so were
more efficient. Q
The Opera SP2s are well ¢
engineered. They will be easy
enough as an amplifier load,
although 60W or more is
needed.They are likely to

level
(dB)

+5

impedance

refinement this is no bad thing and
they are consequently a good match
for smooth, sweet sounding gear such
as valve amps, or Meridian CD
players!

As with the likes of say, an
electrostatic design the attraction is
in the subtle detail and imaging, as
well as the sound as an organic
whole, as opposed to hard-nosed
dynamics. That is not to say they lack
bass or drive, because they don't,
especially when used in a smallish or
mid-sized room, but those who
require ultimate clout and depth may
find the SP2s do not fit the bill. On
the other hand, if you favour
traditional smoothness and warmth
these are well worth a listen as they
are extremely easy to live with. ll 2

Opera SP2 £1100

UKD

23 Richings Way
Iver

Bucks SL9

Tel: 01753 652669

sound detailed and accurate, with
good bass, but also a bit less lively
than the best current designs. NK

Frequency response

12 78 400 2k 7k 20k
frequency (Hz)
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World Verdict
GERES

An open, easy going
sound make these a
well balanced and user
friendly loudspeaker. Not
the fastest or lowest
bass around but the
midrange and tréble is
excellent. Headbangers,
stay clear.
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Why settle for

anything else
when you can OWN something
this good!

The Classic PowerKord™
impressively detailed and crisp
improving imaging and reducing high-
frequency hash. Rhythmic portrayal wa
excellent, and so too was clarity.
Hi-Fi Choice - Sept 01

Russ Andrews Accessories Ltd., Windériére Rd, Stavélay, Rendal, Cumbria LAS 9PL.

Jussandrews.com

E-mail: AH62@russandrews.com

VINYL

For vinyl lovers, the basis for good sound has
to be the support of the LP on the platter.
Ringmat is the pre-eminent record mat for
virtually all turntables, either the famous XLR
at £50 or, even better. the new Anniversary at
£70.

Further improvements can then be achieved
by using;

® LP Blue Statmat and Statcap to remove
static, at £45;

® Ringcap, at £15. to remove vibrations
emanating from the centre of the record,

® Ringmat Spacers to remove resonance
from your turntable and platter and to fine tune
stylus rake angle/VTA.

All of these can be purchased separately or in
one fell swoop as the Ringmat Support
System. the best value for money upgrade
possible for any turntable at £205. Without it,
the stylus of your cartridge will never track
properly.

CD, SACD, DVD, CD-ROM
For digital sources, the CDi Blue Statmat at
£37.50 will totally transform playback, removing
all that edginess and those other unwelcome
features associated with using the silver disc.
You will find a staggering increase in perfor-
mance from the most modest to the most
expensive players. Close to the very finest in
analogue reproduction without quite surpass-
ing it. Can also improve picture quality when
used with DVD and similar equipment.

from
this...
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Completely unspoilt by progress!

Supplied with attractive stainless steel cover (not shown).

® ®
Lteon cAudio Mcsaa

Beautiful valve amplifier. Old fashioned build quality. All hand wired. No
printed circuit board. 2x 30 watts RMS. Audiophile components used.
Beautiful sweet, transparent, musical sound. Find out why eight valves
sound better than a bag full of micro chips!

Incredible value at only £599.95°

Try it for 30 days, refund if not delighted. Order now by phone or ask now
for our free illustrated leaflet. Visit our website at:- www.iconaudio.co.uk
Find out what you’re missing

| Neuw, optional HT delay timer to protect the valves! |

Demonstrations by appointment. Export orders welcome
Phone 07787 158791. email sales@iconaudio.co.uk

d .
Lc-_ﬂ__d’ﬂ 351 Aylestone Road Leicester LE2 8TA
We accept Visa and MasterCard. CE certified
SR | See us at the Vintage Radio Fair NEC Sun 5th May | [y
VISA ‘Inciuding UK dJelivery and 12 months
————— guarantee including valves.

PUTTING SOUND
INTO FOCUS

ORINGMAT

YOUR WHOLE SYSTEM

All your components and speakers. even
your TV. should be protected from static and
other unwanted electronic fields by using a
Statfoot underneath each one of them, from
£12.50. Ringmat Feet and/or Ringmat
Domes. our "soft feet" approach from £18.95.
should also be used if you want the best sound
(and picture) from your system.

The icing on the cake is Ringmat Audiophile
Cables. We researched these because no
other cable provided the level of performance
required to realize the potential of other
Ringmat and Statmat products. Available
shortly.

UPGRADING

If you have earlier Ringmat or Statmat
products, these can be exchanged for the
latest versions at a special upgrade price

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE
All products purchased from us have a no-
quibble money-back guarantee as well as
help and advice in getting the best out of our
products in your system.

RINGMAT DEVELOPMENTS
PO Box 200 Brentwood
Essex CM159FB GB

call 01277 200 210
visit www.ringmat.com
or e-mail us at enghfw@ringmat.com
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RETRO GRADE

The phrase 'traditional values in a modern setting' best describes AMC's
remarkable CVT3030 valve amplifier, says David Price.

t's surprising that AMC should go

the way of the dodo.Their £750

CVT3030 integrated valve amplifi-
er was a cracking product, one that
deserved to succeed more than most.
The truth is that its concept was
probably just a little too ahead of its
time,

If NAD had ever made a tube
amp, then this would have been it
Designed by Peter Bath (who worked
for Dolby, AR and indeed NAD), and
manufactured by IEEE in Taipei
(makers of Cambridge Audio, Luxman,
Proton and indeed NAD products), it
shared considerable DNA with the
ubiquitous 3020.While the technical
design was different, the concept was
remarkably similar - an innovative,
beautifully built, plainly styled, no-
nonsense integrated amplifier with
focus very much on sonics. This time
though, valves were used to deliver
the sonic goods.

In 1992 tubes were about as
trendy as 1970s fashion. Despite the
efforts of - among others - this
magazine, the joys of the thermionic
valve weren't as universally recognised
back then as now. Many were
mystified then when the CVT3030
appeared on the scene. It looked like
a transistor amplifier, worked like a
transistor amplifier (in terms of its
reliability, low noise and user-friend-
liness) but certainly didn't sound like

one!

Its construction was a sublime
mix of the old and the new.The boxy,
dark grey 430x| | 5x285mm case
housed a sturdy metal chassis,
explaining its considerable 12kg
weight. Beautifully laid out inside, it
featured separate pre and power amp
sections. The latter was split into
discrete left and right sides, each
running two fixed bias EL34s
complete with their own thermostat-
ically controlled silent running cooling
fans, plus seven high voltage
MOSFETs. Each output transformer
was a large, generously specified affair
with both 4 and 8ohm taps, while
extensive attention was given to
power supplies.

Despite its sparse aesthetics, the
AMC was as generously specified as
many early nineties midi systems. A
phono stage was provided (and very
good it was too), along with inputs
for Phono, Tape, DAT, CD, Tuner, Video
and Aux. A switchable Tape Monitor,
Source Direct switch, headphone
socket and even Bass and Treble
controls were provided. Round the
back, there was no less than three
high quality gold plated speaker
binding posts per channel.

The result was a convincing
musical performer which sounded
quite unlike any of its price rivals, Its
warm, big hearted nature made the

most of music from any source. Bass
is strong (if a little loose) with a very
fluid and supple feel, midband lacks
the clarity of its transistor rivals, but
is very smooth and even handed
without the slightest hint of an edge.
Treble is sweet and silky, but still
spacious and detailed. The result is an
amplifier which drives most modern
loudspeakers as effortlessly as any
solid-stater, yet invests the music with
a delightfully natural, organic sound.
Of course, the AMC's sonics
weren't perfect. Although nowhere
near as coloured as the Quad Ils or
Leak TL12s of yore, it certainly isn't as
neutral as its (then) contemporary
rivals like Cyrus's 3/PSX-R or
Exposure’s XX. Dyed-in-the-grain
tube aficionados won't like it either,
because it lacks the languid, rose
tinted presentation of the likes of
Leak's Stereo 20. In truth, it should be
judged as an attempt to bring some of
the musicality of valves together with
the user-friendliness of solid-state -
and on those terms at least, it
succeeds admirably. Although
something rare these days, there are
more CVT3030s around than you'd
think. Look hard and you can pick one
up for as little as £250, although you
should expect to add another £100
to that for a mint, boxed example.
Even at this price though, you've got
yourself a timeless bargain. [l &
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A HEAD OF

I review

THE GAME

A decent headphone amp is just the thing when the rest of the family are

settling do

__Simon Pope tests two top spec models. . .

N

SUGDEN
HEADMASTER £599

rom the stalwarts of tradition-

al high-end British hi-fi - a

company that never pamper
to whims or fads - comes one of the
quirkiest little bits of kit on the mar-
ket, with a witty name to boot! The
Class A Headmaster is a headphone
amp that also doubles as a basic but
high quality preamp with three line
inputs. It's style follows that of the
new Sugden Bijou/Master Reference
‘midi’ size items, but with a different
finish . The look is pure high-end, with
a fantastic finish and high quality
matching machined knobs. The fascia
is simply furnished with a selector
knob, volume control and a single
socket for headphones, but a handy
remote control for volume is also
supplied, for those wish to stretch
their headphone wire across the
room!

As both a headphone amp and
indeed a simple powered preamp, the
Headmaster has all the properties
Sugden are famous for. Namely fluid
and lyrical musicality and depth of
sound.You'll get no hi- tech detail or
over intricate sterility but a
somewhat dry (in the best possible
way) and organic sound that will have
you reaching for the jecklin Floats
and not caring how daft you look in

them! You'll also be
,)@ reaching for the
majority of your record
coliection as the sound is
sO easy going that
listening to your
‘ favourite tunes is never a
chore or a bore. Main traits are
smoothness, fullness and richness of
sound married with a good sense of
detail. It's a presentation you can
enjoy even for prolonged listening.
Add to this the fact that it also
doubles as a damn fine line preamp
which will pair up even with the
company's top spec Masterclass
power amps and you have a bit of an
audiophile bargain. An unusual and
highly recommended bit of kit.

Audio Synergy
Tel: 01924 404088

CREEK OBH-11SE £230

he OBH-1ISE is the more
expensive of the two identical

looking headphone amps in
the OBH range and consequently has
the higher specification and better
quality components. It's a simple
design and far more of an accessory

for Eastenders and all you want is audiophile entertainment.

and less of a full scale product than
the Sugden Headmaster. Don't let this
sway your opinion, however, as this is
a very finely crafted bit of gear;
what's important here is what goes
on in the inside. The OBH- 1 [SE is a
*Class A" amplifier with zero feedback
which, unlike the 'ordinary’ version
can drive two pairs of headphones at
the same time. Compatible with any
source at line level, the | ISE has just
a single input and output and is pow-
ered by Creek’s very fine separate
OBH-1! or OBH-2 DC power sup-
plies. When both headphone sockets
are used, the output from each sock-
et is identical; if only one pair of
headphones is being used then the
impedance on each socket differs to
give a better match with the choice
of ‘phones.

Sound wise, the | ISE is very
good.With an excellent SACD hybrid
disc of Sicilian Medieval songs on the
Fone label there was good ambience
and space and a high level of detail.
Beyerdynamic and Sennheisers
headphones provided fuller and
rounder results than the Jecklins
(from both headphone sockets),
giving an enjoyable and involving
listen. Intricacies such as bowing in
chamber music were highlighted well
and vocals had a natural and realistic
presence bereft of any synthesis.
More expensive headphone amps
bring a touch more smoothness and
subtlety but this is definitely one to
consider carefully at the price and
another little gem from the house of
Creek!ll &

Creek Audio

Tel: 020 8361 4133

www.creekaudio.co.uk
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Audiophiles have been S O U N D S

waiting a long time for

the promises of a new

super CD format to come '

crue. Now things are |\PERFECTION

starting to happen...

SACD <=

After some false dawns we believe
SACD is emerging as the new
audiophile music format because:

+ a new high speed INTERFACE
(IEEE1394) has been agreed for
separate transports and DACs

+ several major RECORD LABELS
are committing to SACD with
many new releases promised

« difficulties continue with a

| reliable COPY PROTECTION ‘

code for DVD-A.

| SACD/CD transports will now ’
appear, eg the dCS VERDI, able to

play both formats at high quality. SPECIALIST IN ANALOGUE AND DIGITAL
| Some of the early one-box SACD WE STOCK

layers were compromised D.
‘ play € promisedien C J.M.LABS * LEXICON - PARASOUND PRIMARE * PROJECT * TRIANGLE
We believe record companies are REL SUBWOOFERS * VIENNAACOUSTICS AVID * PROJECT * SME *
keen to back SACD because it is ROKSAN "STRAIGHT WIRE "MICHELL'ACOUSTIC DESIGN *

X AUDIONOTE * MONITOR AUDIO * BOSTON * SUGDEN
secure and cannot be copied. AUDIO ANALOGUE * GRAFF * PHILOSOPHY CABLES
(?CEEI:; al‘r:idEyL::v? tDOAdCeSCg;:IOem PLUS MANY OTHER TOP BRANDS

NORDOST VALHALLA CABLES

SACD/DSD input. It is even possi-
ble to convehr tCD t|° DiDhor o SUGDEN MASTERCLASS POWER AMP BOXED MINT £1795
UPSAMPLE the signal with the LINN LP12 / EKOS / TROIKA / LINGO / CYRCUS MINT NO BOX £1495
PURCELL for near-SACD results. PARASOUND DAC 2000 (JOHN CURL SPECIAL) ONLY £995
, ) VIENNA ACOUSTIC MOZART SPKS ROSENUT BOXED £1095
It will be some years before there is AUDIONOTE P1 SE POWER AMP BOXED £695
a full library of SACD recordings, PRIMARE A30.5 AMPLIFIER BOXED NEW ! §|495
O erill e AUDIONOTE OTO SE LINE, WITH BORDER PATROL PS 1195
but UPSAMPLING CDs will still bring || TRIANGLE ZEPHYRS X5 BOXED SLIGHT MARK £425
a new lease of life to those discs. VIENNA ACOUSTICS HADYNS BOXED MINT £475
. PRIMARE A 20 AMP BOXED MINT £395
Dual layer SACD/CD discs offer an | PARASOUND CD-P 1000 CD PLAYER £249
alternative transition. ‘ ARCAYDIS BABY 2 NEW BOXED £400 NOW ONLY £295
Read . AUDIONOTE AN/J SPX BLACK EX CON. NOT BOXED HENCE £775
ead more about this new format ELEMENTAL AUDIO REF SPEAKER STANDS BARGIN AT £795
on www.superaudio-CD.com MERIDIAN M60C ACTIVE CENTRE SPEAKER BOXED £795
PRIMARE D30.2 CD PLAYER MK | BOXED £875
Customers say we make some of the BEST QUAD Il SE MONO BLOCKS RARE CHROME MINT UNITS £775
. hear MERIDIAN 555 POWER AMPLIFIER £495
f::u Dsdthez have ever hea'd'; *© y°”ok“°w AUDIONOTE AZ 3 SPEAKERS ROSENUT, MARKED HENCE €475
can do the same in your home. Lur = NAKAMICHI CD | CASSETTE DECK MINT ONLY £425
advice will take account of your best TRIANGLE COMETE XS BOXED DEMO ALMOST NEW £335
| components and guide you where change is w4 | | MANA 2TIER STAND PLUS T/TABLE SUPPORT ONLY £249
needed. in stages you can afford NAD 804 SPEAKERS BOXED EX COND £225
i 8Es Y/ o ARISTON RD 80 TURNTABLE EX COND BOXED £195
You AVOID EXPENSIVE MISTAKES, enjoy | | ARCAMALPHA CD PLAYER BOXED EX COND £175
music along the way and save money in the [ | LEXICON MC | PROCESSOR NEW BOXED £3995
long run ATC SIA 2 150 INTEGRATED AMP MINT BOXED £1595
: BOSTON ACOUSTIC 10X SATS SET OF 4 MINT BOXED £795
| JUST LISTEN AND YOU'LL KNOW 01225 874728 AUDIONOTE CD 3 PLAYER BOXED {775
[ _ AUDIONOTE ZERO PRE & MONOBLOCKS MINT BOX £795

CD: ACCUPHASE. ADVANTAGE, AUDIO SYNTHESIS, BAT, dCS (ELGAR, DELIUS PURCELL. ALCHEMIST 2 24BIT CD PLAYER BOXED £595
GRIEG,VERDI) MERACUS, PAss, SAT, SUGDEN, WADIA. VINYL: Basis, CLEARAUDIO, CROWN — FOR FRIENDLY SERVICE CALL NIGEL
JeweL, DNM, GRAHAM, THE GROOVE, LEHMANN, MICHELL, SUMIKO BLUE POINT SPECIAL. |
TRANSFIGURATION. AMPLIFIERS: ACCUPHASE, ADVANTAGE, BALANCED AUDIO 01326 221372
TecHNnOLOGY, CAT, DNM, GAMUT, HOVLAND. NAGRA, PASS, SONNETEER, SUGDEN. MOBILE:- 07798 554357
LOUDSPEAKERS: AUDIO PHYsIC, BKS, ETHOs, NEAT, TaTem, VERITY AUDIO

| TUNERS: AccupHase, MaGnUM DynaLag. CABLES: ARGENTO, CHORD Co., DNM,
HOVLAND, NORDOST, SILTECH, YAMAMURA CHURCHILL €TC. SUPPORTS: STANDS
UNIQUE, VERTEX AQ), VIBRAPLANE

Email :- nigel@soundsperfection.co.uk
kathryn@soundsperfection.co.uk
Web :- www.soundsperfection.co.uk
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ALL

TOGETHE

Unison Research C5P

1 review

Unison Research P30K

Unison Research have a knack of producing eye catching valve amplifiers
with a nod to modern style and old technology. Their latest pre and power
amps come under our microscope. Simon Pope reports.

here are two schools of

thought when it comes to

amplification. Most prefer
the drive, clout and trouble free
practicality of solid-state. On the
other side of the fence sit a small
but ardent group that swear by the
thermionic valve.The traditional
valve sound is one of warmth and
richness coupled with midrange
transparency and musical insight.

Those who sit on the fence either
plump for a Mosfet design or a
valve/solid state hybrid, hoping for
the best of both worlds, sometimes
getting the worst.

The complications that come
with valve amps such as tube wear
and excessive heat are simply too
much for some, who wish for a
more hassle free option. But it need-
n't be so bad.

Valve amps can be made that
are user friendly, aesthetically attrac-
tive and able to bridge the gap
between solid-state and esoteric
tube designs. One company that
takes this design approach is the
Italian stable of Unison Research,
famous for their lavish use of wood.
These new tube amps from the
company represent the top end of
the scale as tube amps go, because

l HI-FLWORLO  JUNE 2002
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The P30K has taps for 2-16ohms for accomodating a variety of speakers

they are single-ended and pure Class
A as a result. You can’t get more
pure than that.Yet their design and
technology comes with a relatively
humble price tag - one that’s at least
a half that of other similar valve
designs.

The preamplifier half of the
combination is the new C5P all-valve
design, featuring four line inputs plus
an all valve MM/MC switchable
phono stage. The circuit board has
been designed to keep intrusions to
the signal path down to a minimum
and special attention has been paid
to layout, to minimise capacitance.

The phono stage employs three
twin-triode valves in a pure Class A
design and the phono board is
mounted in the top section of the
chassis, on rubber suspension to
reduce microphony. The amplifier is
finished with typical ltalian flare and
a fine eye for cosmetic detail. The
usual hardwood Unison front panel
is there, this time with a striking row
of linked green LEDs. Attractive
machined stainless steel input and
volume knobs and the company's
trademark radiowave remote
volume control is included for those
who wish to raise or lower the
volume whilst rummaging in the
garage.

The matching P30K power
amplifier was designed to deliver the

highest possible output whilst
retaining the openness and
transparency of a pure Class A
parallel single-ended (PSE) design.
The P30K power amp uses KT88
valves in the output stage
(accompanied by two twin-triode
ECC883s) to deliver a quoted 30W
of power. When used as a
monoblock this can be doubled to
60W with the quick flip of a switch
found on the rear panel. It’s an extra
touch of versatility.

Also at the rear are a selection
of high quality ‘speaker connections
with taps on each channel ranging
from 2-16ohms for detailed
matching of all types of
loudspeakers, including those with
difficult impedance characteristics.

In keeping with a single ended
design, the power supply and output
transformers are key elements. Both
of these are designed and, as always
with the company, made in-house
after “pain staking” research and
development. It’s an ideal amp for
Bulgarian weight lifters, being built
like the proverbial brick outhouse
and weighing in at a not insubstantial
25kilos.

To assess sound quality | linked
the amps to a pair of highly sensitive
Living Voice Avatars. For a more
difficult load | also used Jamo's
Concert 8s (now D80!). Source

Kenirafiod in aly by : ARIA ard

C5P has a range of line inputs and an optional phono stage
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material was courtesy of Meridian
(206.24 CD player) and a Michell
Gyro SE with RB300 with an
Ortofon Kontrapunkt A moving coil
cartridge.

Parallel single-ended amps bring
out the best and worst in people.
Some revel in their transparency and
detail whilst others find the sound a
little too fey and lacking in breadth.
However, the first thing that struck
me, sound wise, was the beefiness of
bass and rhythmic grip - generally
not characteristics of the breed.
Here was a PSE design that also had
bass extension - a veritable middie
finger to all the cynics! Whilst not
quite as tight as, say, a Krell
monoblock the C5P/P30K
combination still had plenty of life in
the lower regions and never
succumbed to flabbiness or sloth.

One thing to note, though, is
that these amps do like a good
recording. Ploughing through my
collection of a few sonic nasties such
as Dodgy’s ‘Greatest Hits’ and Skunk
Anansie’s ‘Weak' resulted in an
overall 'squashing’ of the sound as
the amps highlighted the compressed
nature of the recordings.

More refined fare, though,
brought marvellously detailed yet
powerful results. Paul Weller’s
ubiquitous but classic *Stanley Road’
CD saw the amps delivering a full

TN .23 002 |




and involving sound with good
emphasis on vocals and midrange
guitar detail. There was also good
drive and control to the sound, with
the bass guitar and well utilised
drum kit having a fine ‘groove’.

The detail available was even
more pronounced with Eric Bibb's
‘Good Stuff’ HDCD on Opus3
records. The simple yet natural
nature of the recording saw the
amps responding accordingly, with a
pure sound - acoustic guitars and
harmonica especially - having a
genuinely ‘see-though’ quality.

Large scale classical works in
the shape of Bruckner’s ninth
symphony on CD had breadth and
depth with detailed and spacious
woodwind and a good sense of
scale.The only gripe here was a
slight edge to the upper register of
the violins when pushed but this is
small fry when all is considered.

Another classical disc of Fauré
and Ravel piano Trios (SACD hybrid
on Hyperion) sounded effortless and
typically ‘acoustic’ in a way that only

The P30K is a Single-Ended design
using two 6550 beam-tetrodes
working in parallel on each channel.
The 6550 is a rugged American
power valve, upon which GEC based
their later KT-88.The two are very
similar, Unison Research coax no less
than 28W out of this pairing, much
more than SE's usually provide. At
these power levels the transformers,
which must carry a large magnetizing
direct current, have to be huge to
resist magnetic saturation.The
transformers used in this amplifier
worked well, tests showed, but the
amp was barely liftable. Full power
was delivered at {0kHz and 40Hz,
the latter being particularly
impressive.

Single-ended amps can be as
smooth as silk, but they are also a bit
limp sounding in real life, because
most manage a meagre 3W-9W.This
amp should be an interesting and
entertaining improvement on the
herd.

Distortion levels look high,
measuring around 0.4% at |W right
across the audio band. However, it
was all innocuous sounding second

harmonic. SEs, by their very nature,

the valve can deliver. Those with a
large vinyl LP collection will be glad
to know that the C5P has as sweet a
phono stage as you could wish for.
Switchable on the back panel, it gave
a natural and highly detailed
response with all types of music,
even making the best of bad
recordings (making it not quite as
fussy as the line inputs, strangely). A
good phono stage is a blessing, but a
good valve phono stage is simply
mana from heaven, and the C5P has
one!

OK, so this combination may
not have the ultimate see through
appeal of the very best PSEs in the
business but these can cost the price
of a new Mercedes. No other
company | can think of offers quite
the combination of valve amp sound
and build quality as this. The Quad
combination comes close, but is a
push-pull design and the overall
sound is somewhat softer around
the edges with less bass extension
and speed, for example. The Unison
Research pair may at times sound a

are pure Class A and do not have
crossover distortion, so they
measure and sound different. Unison
have successfully capitalized upon
this set of properties our tests show.

Bandwidth was wide, frequency
response running from a low 4Hz to
a high 60kHz, within 1dB limits.
Where so many valve amplifiers roll
down above 20kHz Unison get theirs
up to 60kHz. Input sensitivity was
high too, just |70mV giving full
output (CD)

The disc stage was sensitive
enough to take a high output moving
coil cartridge, needing just 0.65mV
for full output.This is enough for an
Ortofon MC for example. Overload
started gradually at 4mV. Since
moving magnet cartridges actually
rarely produce more than 5mV on
peaks, for the most part this stage
will seem fine for MM or MCs.lt is
however a bit hissy, with 0.91uV of
input noise (IEC A wtd), something
that would become apparent when
low output cartridges are used.

This amplifier was very well
engineered. It is difficult to get an SE
to deliver a clean and neatly balanced
set of measurements, as provided by

| review

little too pushed in the midrange
with studio based recordings, with
vocals a bit hard but this was more
prominent with the harder sounding
Jamos than with the Avatars.

The C5P and P30K are a fine
buy and, all being relative, represent
outstanding value for money, similar
designs costing at least twice as
much. Those looking to make the
leap from transistor to valve and
have three grand to blofis#tould
check these out first. ..

CS5P preamplifier £1195
(with phono £1350)

P30K power amplifier £1750

UKD

23 Richings Way
Iver

Bucks

SLO 9DA

Tel: 01753 652669

the P30K. NK

Power 29watts
CD/wuner/aux.

Frequency response 4Hz-60kHz
Separation 86dB
Noise -98dB
Distortion 0.4%
Sensitivity mV
d.c. offset ImV
Disc

Frequency response  30Hz-40kHz
Separation 72dB
Noise 0.91uv
Distortion 0.4%
Sensitivity 0.65mVv
Overload SmV

Distortion

| —

10k 'requecy {Hz) = 60k
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World Verdict
RRER
Fine sounding and
classy looking valve
combination with both
refinernent and power.

Unusually deep bass for
a paralle! single ended.
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letters & e-mails

Visit our website at www.hi-fiworld.co.uk or send your e-mails to letters @hi-fiworld.co.ut
Every letter we print wins a superb prize including Precious Metals interconnects
and a FREE subscription to Hi-Fi World for the best letter of the month!!

(W39 3 WALL OR
OF THE NOTHING?
Dear Hi Fi

MONTH
WorldThanks for a

refreshingly bull***t
free magazine.You're
always reassuringly direct and honest
and that's rare and extremely welcome
in an otherwise cloudy hi-fi magazine
market.

I've got a pretty cheap, but per-
fectly acceptable separates system
running at the moment, which I'm
looking to upgrade wholesale. I'm par-
ticularly keen on the Cyrus7/CD7
combo.The problem? At the moment
the system is up the other end of a
lengthy room, yards away from the only
listening position and with speakers fir-
ing in the wrong direction. If I'm to
spend a couple of grand on a new sys-
tem and speakers | want to be able to
sit in the thick of things. Why is that a
problem? At the business end of my
room (i.e. where the sofa is and, more
importantly, the only place the sofa will
fit), there is absolutely no floor-space
left for floorstanders or stands - unless
I sell the TV and fill in my nice open
fire.

So to my question: is there a wall-

mounted solution to my problem? Are
there any speakers (or sub-sat sys-
tems) out there capable of being wall-
mounted that would do the Cyrus
combo any justice at all? Budget for
speakers: anything from £300 to £800.
Again, thanks for a great mag.

Best regards

Tom Blakeson

You're not one to mince your
words, are you Tom? Thanks anyway!
As far as your query is concerned it
brings up a number of interesting
points. Firstly, most ‘speakers that
are put up on walls will sound OK
as long as you're not a dedicated
audiophile and merely want to have
music filling your room. If you want
to experience imaging, sound staging
and all the rest of it and be really
“in the thick of things", wall
mounting may not be the answer.
It's a matter of priorities. If you have
to wall mount, pick up something
like Wharfedale’s Diamond 8.1s,
which are as neutral sounding as
you're going to get in a budget
‘speaker, and front ported. Both of
these factors will cut down on bass
boom, which is the main problem of

wall mounting, especially with
corner placement. Otherwise an
infinite baffle (closed cabinet design)
such as NHT's SuperOne could be
equally well suited.

The best position on a wall is at
‘stand height’ where you'll benefit
much more from imaging and
staging than if mounted high up or,
worse, in the corners.

As wall mounting isn't really the
ideal option, don't shell out too
much as the performance will be
slightly compromised. Stick maybe
to a £200 maximum - think of it
thus: you wouldn't mix Coke with a
malt whisky, would you?

There is one last option, that of
the sub-woofer/satellite system.The
best for you is perhaps Mission’s fs2
system using NXT flat panels.
Available in a stereo pair with
matching (small) sub that can be
chucked behind the sofa, these tiny
panels give a good all-round sound
and are designed for wall mounting.
Being NXT there is no extreme
directionality and the sound is
better distributed through the
listening room. SP ll

ARCAM

vist WWW.arcam.co.uk

for Arcam news, product information, technical support and advice
on how to get the best from your system

Arcam, Pembroke Avenue, Waterbeach, Cambridge, CB5 9PB, England
Tel: +44 (0) 1223 203203 Fax: +44 (0) 1223 863384
support@arcam.co.uk www.arcam.co.uk
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if you have to wall mount the Mission fs2 system could be the

best option

iI> FINAL VINYL?
A while ago, | bought my first new set-up
for many years. Being a novice, | went
for a well-regarded same-brand system -
the TEAC Reference 500 - comprising
multi-play CD mini-disc unit, integrated
ampltuner and cassette deck. My prima-
ry reasons for selecting it were threefold
- it sounded good in the demo room, the
build quality seemed superior to similar
offerings from Denon and Pioneer and it
had a phono stage. The speakers are
B&W DM602.The most important ele-
ment - the turntable is a Dual C$505-4,
thanks to the name, easy speed change
and reasonable sound. However, having
got used to a half-decent system, | now
want to upgrade, starting with the
turntable.

The TEAC still seems as good as
new but | will want to change in due
course, possibly to a Cyrus - | am not
confident enough to mix brands - and
space is an issue.The next turntable |
want is to be my last (we all say that,
don't we?) and | am prepared to spend
up to a grand so that the turntable is
ready for my next level system.
Therefore, | don't want the TEAC to
restrict turntable selection. | want to
switch speeds without dismantling the
unit, something with a footprint that
does not exceed 45cm in width, for the
turntable to look the part and
something that will not be embarrassed
by connection to a higher level system
than the TEAC. | don't know whether to
go for MM or MC and the implications
for my amp? What are the pros and
cons?

Also, should | buy new or second-
hand? Can | use MM or MC with a

turntable or are they designed with one
or the other in mind? If | go for a unit
without a tonearm, am | okay with a
standard mid-range such as the
RB250/RB300? What are the issues
surrounding power supply, separate
motors and such like? What about
classic units such as the Technics SL10? |
have considered the Michell GyroDec
SE, Project RPM4, Origin Live turntable
kit, Thorens 166, Rega Planet, Pink
Triangle Tarantella So, there you go - |
am confused! Any advice would be
appreciated for a less knowledgeable
enthusiast.

Many thanks,

Dominic.

Your shortlist is good, but I'd narrow
it down to either the Michell or the
Pro-ject RPM-9. Ultimately the Gyro
is considerably more capable (and
more upgradeable) than the RPM-9,
bur the latrer is a great value package
if you consider the deals available
with Ortofon cartridges. Only you
can choose between the two - I'd opt
for the basic Michell with RB250

tonearm and a starter cartridge like | DEM DIFFICULTIES

the excellent (and oft overlooked
AT | 1OE). As you're a bit of a novice
I'd rule out the OL deck, the Thorens
is a fossil, and the PT is outclassed
and badly built. However, you could
always go for the £619 Rega P25,
which would be a great improvement
on the Dual (but not really up to
Gyro standards). The main problem is
that it isn't easily upgradeable, and
you might find it wouldn't do well as
a 'last' deck.

| world mail

Turntables in this league will all
work with MC cartridges, but some
are better than others. Generally the
Rega RB250 is the arm to have,
especially with the Origin Live
counterweight mod - it's a lot better
than the Pro-ject arm, even in
carbon-fibre RPM-9 guise. More
important is your TEAC's phono
stage - the amp itself is surprisingly
good for its type, but the phono
section is invariably a bit of an
afterthought. My advice would be to
buy a Creek OBH-8SE phono stage
as soon as possible to use with the
TEAC. This will stand you in good
stead for future upgrades, too.

The new vs. second-hand dilemma
is older than time itself, but generally
it's far better to go for new (or
nearly new) if it's turntables we're
talking. They've come a long way in
the past fifteen years, as many who
migrated to CD in the eighties are
surprised to find out! Much progress
has been made in the area of power
supplies (early nineties) and off-board
motors (late nineties), and now it
seems DC motors are in. A classic
Technics SL10 (do you mean SP10?) is
a beautiful thing to behold, but quite
a way behind any Michell, high-end
Pro-ject or Rega.Theoretically,
independently sprung designs like the
Gyro are superior to non-sprung
decks like the Rega or Pro-ject, and
the difference becomes more and
more apparent the higher you go
upmarket.

If possible, go for MC cartridges -
the upside is that they tend to have a
much more lively, musical and sophis-
ticated sound, but you'll need a
decent phono stage, which is easier
said than done. A great compromise
at your price level is Dynavector's
£199 DVI10X4, which is a high output
MC offering (something of) the best
of both worlds. DP [}

Dear Mr Pope,

Following on from Mr. Keating's letter on
LP12 upgrades, | have been banging on
about the difficulty of deciding on and
auditioning turntable upgrades to anyone
who will listen for some time. No one
listens by the way, but I'm not bitter. |
have had so much vague, conflicting
advice | don't know where | am, In
particular the question of power
upgrades is a very expensive one. | have
an LP12 Valhalla/lttok/Audio Technica
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OC9 and | have worried over a Naim
Armageddon or Origin Live DC motor. |
am glad you suggest the latter. It was
my view too, not least because it's less
than half the price, but how could you
ever compare them? | wondered about
an Origin Live modded RB250 but was
advised by a dealer that it did not give a
good result on the LP12! What's a guy
to think? My cartridge is a weakness
and | thought of a Kontrapunkt B (I'm
allowed to dream). Another dealer said
Ortofons didn't sound musical on the
Ittok and a Dynavector would sound
better. | think I'l go back to my
Dansette record player.You knew where
you were with that!

Best Wishes

Dr David Wise

PS. In the unlikely event you print this, I'll
try and get you a can of John Smith's

Many thanks for your concern, Dr.
Wise. | remember our meeting well -
on the staircase between floors 2
and 3 if 'm not mistaken. Anyway,
being a magazine editor is a tough
job, but someone's got to do it, as
they say! For your little turntable
problems I'll pass you over to 'in
house' turntable tweak expert, Mr.
Price. My personal favourite tipple,
incidentally, is a chilled glass of Tio
Pepe before bed! SP i

Why thank you, Mr. Pope! | take your
point - it's nigh on impossible to hear
every permutation of turntable
‘tackle’ these days, but | suspect I've
heard more than many. I'd go for OL
DC motor too, on account of its
superior sound (to the Naim) and far
lower price. I'd also go for the OL
modded RB250 - | had a standard
RB300 on my LPI12 and it
comfortably beat my Ittok in every
respect except bass. In particular, the
Rega's midrange detail and imaging
was a revelation. With this in mind,
the latest tweaked RB250 should be a
tremendous improvement and will
also match your AT better.
Ultimately though, I'd go for an
Ortofon Kontrapunkt B or Lyra
Lydian Beta as soon as possible - the
OC9 has always been an overrated
cartridge and isn't really up to the
standards set by your deck.
Dynavectors are superb, but the
DV17/2 (which falls into this bracket)
is less price-competitive than the
company's cheaper fare. Another
approach would be to get Linn's own

Ekos tonearm (which is still a superb
arm and possibly even more musical
than the OL RB250, if a little less
tonally pure) with a starter cartridge
like an Audio Technica AT | |OE, but
that's probably taking the 'source-
first' philosophy to extremes. So, can |
claim a glass of Jacob's Creek
Chardonnay? DP Il

"SPIN CITY

I have been pondering the next upgrade
to my system, and have now narrowed it
down to two items: a turntable and
phonostage, or a new set of speakers. |
have around £350-400 to spend. My
system currently comprises an Alchemist
Kraken MKkl integrated, a Marantz
CD48 and Eltax Symphony 6.2
speakers. The interconnects are QED
and the speaker cable is Naim NACOS.
Until recently, | was certain that |
needed a new source for my system.
However, my friend recently purchased
Proac Super Tablettes for his system and
the sound difference was incredible! |
have an idea of the speakers | would
like which come within my budget with
ATC SCM7s (which | can get for £375
with a trade-in) being the best I've heard
at the price. As for turntable and phono
stage, a Systemdek lIX and a Musical
Fidelity X-LP would be the combination |
would be most likely to buy.

I would appreciate it greatly if you
could recommend any other speakers or
turntables within my range. | listen to a
wide range of music, so they must be
good all-rounders. Detail, resolution and
musicality are the main aspects | am
looking for. Any help would be greatly
appreciated!!

Thank you
Nicolas Adie

L world mail

The most obvious option, it seems
to me, to gain the best possible
sound is to trade in those Eltax for
another pair of transducers. If you're
happy with the sound of the ATCs,
then go for these; they're dry and a
bit bass thin but very detailed. You'll
certainly get a cleaner and more
detailed presentation from these, as
opposed to the Symphony 6.2s
which will sound unfocussed and
wooly in comparison. Other options
could be Mission's 780s at £300
which will have more warmth and
space than the ATCs, or pushing the
boat out to £500, there's Epos's
excellent MI2s, which have space,
air and a good solid bass response.

After you've replaced the
‘speakers you can then save up for
your turntable. Perhaps your best
bet would be to opt for Project’s
RPM4 - a stylish little spinner for
£300 with a more than decent
sound quality that makes it a true
audiophile bargain. It's supplied with
the reliable but not brilliant
Ortofon 510 Mk2, which can either
be changed for another option at a
similar price or upgraded with
trade-in at a later date.You could
match this with Creek's OBH-8
(MM) or OBH-9 (MC) phono stages
(£110 and £130 respectively),
depending on final cartridge choice. T
If you want a cheaper phono stage bt
option with the view to upgrade at
a later date you could always

consider the Project phono box
which can take both MM and MC
cartridges for a bargain £40.SP [l

The RPM4 is a bit of a bargain!
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1> REFERENCE NEEDED

FOR SYSTEM CALMING!
Firstly thanks for an excellent maga-
zine. My system comprises an Arcam
Delta 290 integrated and power amp,
Delta 280 tuner and 100 cassette
deck. CD replay is via a Linn Genki
which has been a recent upgrade and
has had me going through my CD col-
lection listening with amazement.

Record playing is accomplished
with a Thorens 160 with a Rega 300
arm and Goldring 1042 cartridge. |
built my own plinth for the Thorens and
have it sat on metal spikes which can
be adjusted to get the deck exactly
level. Sound quality does beat the
Genkil

I am also very much into recording
and have a Tascam DAT player (Da-Pl)
hooked up to Tape 2.This replaced a
Tandberg reel to reel which my wife
never got on with. Being a guitar player
I also have a Tascam porta studio
hooked up to the aux. and am
impressed at the quadlity that can be
achieved from cassette running at
double speed and going through a DBX
noise processor.

Speakers for my main room are
Ruark Talismans and on the two B

outputs of the amps | have Mission 70
speakers in the kitchen and conser-
vatory.

I'll now get to the point of my
letter. Even though | am very happy
with the sound | feel the Talismans are
a little too polite and am looking to
upgrade them.What [ have in mind is
the Kef 1.2s which are a similar size
and from your review will sound good
in a small room (12 by 12). Do you
think the rest of my system is good
enough to warrant them? | don't want
to change the amps as | need all the
inputs and outputs. The only thing I'll
probably upgrade is the Genki when
DVD audio or SACD are finally settled.
Your opinion will be greatly
appreciated.

Rich Willerton.

Well, congratulations on a slightly
bananas (in the nicest possible
sense) system - a true Hi-Fi World
set up! Not too sure about the
double speed tape but each to their
own. | used to own a couple of

on with either, so they no longer
grace the front room (or any other
room, for that matter).

To get to the point: yes. The KEFs
are a very good buy and give a taste
of high-end smoothness and detail in
the old school mould. The latest
Reference models now employ a
“hyper tweeter” ready for DVD-A
and SACD information. The ‘old’
models have just one Uni-Q driver.
They offer a sweet and full sound
that never grates and will give many
hours of enjoyment. They do indeed
work well in smaller rooms (as my
14ft x12ft room confirmed) and
won't overwhelm in the bass
department, but still have enough to
impress.

As for the Genki - it’s a fine little
player for the money and you'll
probably hang onto it a lot longer
than you ever imagined as the real
growth of the new formats is still a
bit of a twinkle in the record
company bosses eyes! SP [l

Revox reel-to-reels which, as much II»HIGH RES RECORDING

as | persuaded her that they were a
style statement, my wife never got

After six years | am assembling a new
computer with the intention of using it

TN /

/

definitive audio
Living Voice - Lowther - Vitavox - Electrofluidics - Art Audio - Border Patrol
Canary - DNM - Sugden - Wavac - Lyra - Monarchy - Western Electric - EMT
Wadia + Michell - Stax - Tom Evans - Nott'm Analogue - SME - Van den Hul
Part exchanged and ex-dem clearance. Sale New
Digital
Sugden Masterclass CD - new - boxed. £1800 £2500
Wadia 860x - ex dem - boxed. £5200 £7950
Analogue
Nottingham Analogue Spacedeck - *NEW* £650  £750
Helius Cyalene £350 £1350
Loudspeakers
Linn Keilidh LS300 (passive) - Walnut £400  £750
Goya “Perro enterrado en la arena” barking
Audio Note ANSP speaker cable - various lengths. £POA
Amplifiers
Border Patrol 300B SE - with new Western Electric valves -
light oak - the best SE available - New - excess stock. £4000 £4500
Art Audio VPS - valve line pre-amp. £450  £1400
Art Audio Diavolo - with 320B valves - chrome + gold -
line integrated - juicy. Go on, be a devil. £2900  £4500
Art Audio Concerto - 40w line integrated - black + chrome. .~~~ £1250 £2650
Art Audio Concerto - 40w power amp. JVEANAS 61150 £2250
Cary ‘2A3' - 7 watt PSE power amp. 1992 £850 -
Cary 5500 - line pre-amp. 1992 £490 -
Unison Mystery One pre-amp - it's a mystery £750  £1750
Audio Innovations S. 500 integrated {+ phono) - 25w Class A £550 -
Audio Innovations S. 700 line integrated - 25w class A £650
Western Electric 300B Valves! New matched pairs in stock. £600
Tel 0115 973 3222 Fax 0115 973 3666
internet: www.definitiveaudio.co.uk email: shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk

campaign audio design
Hi-Fi Cables Manufacturer and Supplier

“Love Hertz”

Getting a better. more involving sound often

means spending a lot of hard earned money. It's

"] such a waste. because every system can benefit

from our cables and accessories, at a fraction of

the cost of some new “black box™. Here are some
of the ways we can help.

We have Linear Crystal Oxygen Free Copper
interconnects (£12.48) up to High Purity Silver
balanced cables (£99.00) and high definition
loudspeaker cables in Silver Plated Copper or Pure Silver. Qur mains cables add
weight, power and scale, and with non-inductive RF filtering (£10.00) and over-
voltage protection (£3.00) enhance performance still further. Gold plated AV
cables. both RF (£19.95) and OFC Scart with PTFE insulation (£30.19), help bring
picture quality in line with NICAM sound resolution.

We also have a cure for your noisy fridge or central heating motor (£3.50),
enabling you to throw away your big mains noise suppressor, which has been
giving you that “sat upon sound™ for years. There’s lots we can do to bring you
closer 1o the emotion and energy of the performance. So confident are we. that
we otfer a 21 day money back guarantee.

Ring or write for details:-

CAMPAIGN AUDIO DESIGN
Ty-Mawr Road (HW)

Cardiff CF3 3BS

Tel:- 02920 779401
Website: http://business.virgin.net/cad.cables/

Cmm—

Gk Trade and International Enquiries Welcome.
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for a wide range of audio options.
However, | initially want to start
archiving vinyl onto CD-ROM with the
best possible sound. My card of choice
until recently was the Guillemot Isis,
with my main reservation being the
lack of 96kHz, 20+ bit recording
capability. However, just released with
24/96capability are both Creative's
new Extigy card and the TerraTec
EWS96M. Presumably after over two
years, Guillemot also has a 24/96
successor waiting in the wings? So who
offers the best ADC for under £2507? |
will have to decide in the next month
or two, and no doubt live with the
result for sometime.

By the way, I'm glad the cactus
damping was a spoof, as some of the
larger Echinocactus grusonii and
relatives in the photo must be over 20
years old. If you really want to use cacti
for damping, place many large cacti
around the room and in corners. They
come in columnar and spherical models
for this purpose, the more spines the
better. Unfortunately you need to
return them to proper growing
conditions fairly promptly, or your
dampers will up and die! Is DP's
Cactus Damping truly 'organic'? |
suppose it would be, if doused with
organic fertiliser (i.e. bull s***)!
Richard

Cactus Damping is the way forward,
a credo, a design for life, a call to
arms for audiophiles everywhere. As
you yourself say, they make great
diffusers. Got a standing wave
problem or an unwanted resonant
mode - then get a cactus!

Now to the less rarefied climes
of computer audio. Right now the
answer for you is the aforemen-
tioned TerraTec. The Creative is a
great package, but not as good for
serious transcription use. The
problem is that if you buy anything
now you're shutting yourself off to a
number of forthcoming 24/96 cards
and converters which are currently
in the pipeline - wait till Christmas
and you'll get a far better choice.
Watch this space! DP [l

II»IMAGE CONSCIOUS

I am a Brit living in Belgium and am
currently planning to replace my hi-fi
system. | do not have the possibility to
audition widely as the opportunities
here in Belgium appear to be very
much more limited than in the UK, so

some astute pre-selection is called for.
My tastes in music are almost
exclusively in the classical and jazz
fields. I do not need an all singing, all
dancing feature-laden set up, but rather
a minimalist system that brings out the
best in my CDs.

After much thought and
comparison (so far limited to price and
reviews), | am persuaded that | should
really give Audio Analogue a listen. My

I world mail

(aesthetic point, taken) but work
better when matched to Audio Note
valve equipment. They bring out the
natural vibrancy in the design which
would be somewhat lost with the
solid-state Audio Analogue amps.
Hopefully you'll find this a
combination that will sound equalty
as good the morning after a session
on the Trappist beers! SPIll

preference would be for the following IIPPOWER PLAY

components: Audio Analogue Paganini
CD/Bellini pre-amp/Donizetti power
amp. Because of the severe limits on
speaker placement | need speakers
that can handle corner placement. |
have read good reports of the Audio
Note AZ Threes which are designed
with corner placement in mind.
However, they are not the most discrete
of speakers (large and less than
pretty!). My other consideration is a
pair of Mission 782s. Provided they
were placed a little out from the corner
with the bass speaker directed inward
(to avoid boom from the side wall) do
you think these speakers would be able
to handle corner placement? Just as
importantly, which of these speakers in
your view would more happily respond
to the Audio Analogue set up? I look
forward to hearing from you.

Reg Green

I can almost answer this in real time,
Reg. I've just nipped downstairs and
fixed up my 782s with Audio
Analogue amplification. This was just
to refresh my mind as | once used
the 782s with a Puccini SE as a mid
price reference and found it to be a
great match, with fine imaging and
great insight into recordings. And so
it remains. The other problem with
the corners can be sorted by a little
moving and tweaking. | find that the
782s will work in corners OK, even
in my boomy room with wooden
floorboards with at least 3" of
empty space under them.They even
work very well (unlike many other
brands) firing straight down the
room (ie. without any ‘toe-in’) and
you'll lose no imaging propertles due
to the company’s inherent mastery
in this field.

If you're worried about bass
boom, placed with the side firing
bass units facing inward, you get a
tighter bass sound, and that pristine
imaging is highlighted further.The
Audio Notes are by no means bad

I'm thinking of upgrading the Basik
power supply on my LP|2 to either the
Naim Armageddon or the Lingo. What
sort of benefits might I expect? Will |
think “wow" when | listen or will it be
more subtle? Which one should | go
for? This will be fed to a Naim 72/Hi-
cap/ 180 to Shahinian superElf
speakers. Might my money be better
spent saving up for a new arm such as
the ARO? | also have @ Naim CD3.
Bruce Rhodes

Durban

South Africa

This is a great question, Bruce - on a
philosophical level if nothing else!
Assuming you've got an Akito on the
Linn, you'll get a big improvement
going to the superb ARO. Likewise,
an Armageddon or Lingo PSU will
transform your sound, but in a very
different way. First the arm - the
ARO will give you a far more
musically cohesive performance.You
won't find massive gains at the
frequency extremes (especially with
a unipivot), but you'll find the LP§2
suddenly 'gels’ and 'coheres’ and
finds its true purpose in life, which is
as we all know, to make sweet
music.

The PSU mod (I'd go for the
Lingo, or if you're DIY minded the
OL DC motor) will bring real
firmness and confidence to the
sound.You'll find tighter, stronger
bass, better stereo imaging and
depth perspectives, less mush, more
midband clarity and crisper treble.
In a sense, the arm can't do its
proper job without the PSU, and
vice
versa, so specifying a preference is
like comparing your eyes with your
ears - both ultimately come in
rather handy. Follow Ivor
Tiefenbrun's much vaunted 'source
first' credo and get the basics sorted
('scuse the pun) by starting with the
power supply change. DP i}
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The m51 heralds the start of Mission’s new,
sci-fi styled m5 series. Simon Pope
auditions the baby of the

range.

n the autumn of last year a press

release was issued on behalf of

Mission inviting audio scribes to
the launch of their latest product in a
posh (not to mention very expensive)
London hotel. You can guess what the
new product was - a stylish and very,
very expensive new loudspeaker.

Some hacks were surprised, not
to say shocked, that a company who
are undoubtedly one of the most
consistently impressive
budget/midrange manufacturers
should release the £20,000 Pilastro.
It's as fine a high-end loudspeaker as
you'll get, with a striking appearance
that's both modern yet beyond fad.
The Pilastro has been a great success,
silencing the sceptics. There are
plenty of rich people there are out
there it seems!

It was inevitable that the
influence of the Pilastro would filter
down to Mission’s new designs. The
new replacement range for the classic
75 series, the m5 series, bears more
than a striking resemblance to the
Pilastro in terms of styling. Like the
78 series,the range will comprise
three models - two sizes of
floorstanders and a standmount
(featured here), plus the ubiquitous
centre ‘speaker and subwoofer.

In the entry level m51 we have,
for a £300 standmount, a pretty hefty
customer with a deep cabinet and a
nice ergonomic look, the rounded
corners and edges offering more then

PAGE 50

just a
passing
resemblance to the

Pilastro. Mission's fourth generation
Transverse Folded Cabinet
Technology (TFCT) is employed in
the m51, giving a solid cabinet with a
38mm thick front baffle and a2 25mm
MDF cabinet with real wood veneer.

The m51 makes use of a newly
designed drive unit. lts bass/mid unit
is a 150mm ‘Paramid’ driver, chosen
for its midrange clarity and bass
quality. Whilst the 78 series uses a
Keraform ‘porcelain’ drive unit, the
m51 employs a cone formed from a
sandwich of Aramid fibres fitted with
a highly pliant nitrile rubber
surround, for superb bass response.

The 25mm microfibre dome
tweeter found in the m7 range is
unique to Mission and is mounted
inside its distinctive silver moulded
front plate. As is usual with all
Mission 'full range’ products, the
drivers are configured in house style
Inverted Drive Unit geometry where
the treble unit sits below the
bass/mid in direct opposition to the
norm.

This has worked well in the past,
providing good integration and
balance. The silver moulded front
panel continues the rounded theme,
profiled edges used to ensure
minimum interference from
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diffraction effects. At the rear
there is a sizeable anti-
turbulence port and two
pairs of connectors for single
or bi-wiring. Inside the box,
audiophile grade high power silicon
steel inductors and polypropylene
capacitors are used in the crossover.

The main sonic criteria for the
M51 was for it to produce a sound
that excels in both midrange and
bass, delivering the kind of bass you'd
normally expect from a floorstander.
To see if it met these criteria | used a
Cyrus 7 integrated and our own
KiT6550 40W valve amp with NAD’s
top range Silverline CD player.

As far as immediate impressions
were concerned the 51s gave a good,
full sound with the trademark
excellent Mission imaging in full
operation. With Goldie’s Saturn
Returns CD, | gave the Missions a
chance to see what they could do
with some seriously low and
powerful bass.To be truthful, at first
there wasn't an awesome amount of
depth, but what was there was fast
and tight and after all, quality is
always preferable to width (or rather,
depth)! Moving the ‘speakers slightly
closer to the rear wall, within a foot,
brought a more rounded response to
the bass but the dexterity was still
there, a very fine trait in a
budget/midrange ‘speaker.

Playing through a selection of my
usual review discs highlighted the fact




MISS

that the Missions were a bit fussy
when it comes to recordings. In this
respect they are a true audiophile
‘speaker. The well-produced Goldie
disc had plenty of presence and
breadth but the more ‘compressed
the music became, such as with
modern ‘indie’ type rock recordings,
the more the 5|s tended to shout
and spit out the notes, which was
more pronounced than the difference
found in the similarly priced
stablemate, the 780.

The ‘speakers midrange, which
was nice and open with good
recordings, became a trifle too hard
with such fare. However, get a good
acoustic or even electronic recording
such as the Fone SACD sampler or
Orbital’s ‘In Sides’ and the m51s will
really sing, loosening up in all the
right ways.

Treble was smooth and well
detailed and there was a very
immediate sense of timing to the
sound, which although fast, isn't too
forward. With the Orbital disc nice

MEASURED PERFORMANCE

Mission like their ‘speakers to sound
clean and fast (like ATC in this issue).
They tend to response-tailor so that
the top end is a little prominent,
making for a detailed but bright
sound.

The new mS5| sits very much in
this mould . Not only does it have
absolutely no sign of a crossover
suckout, but it also has slightly rising
treble. The tweeter’s output is very
smooth, suggesting it will be
colouration free and quite amenable
to listen to. Cymbals are likely to
come across strongly though and
violins may well seem prominent in
contrast to the norm. However, the
m51 is fundamentally an accurate
loudspeaker, staying within about |dB
of perfect response flatness — quite
an achievement.

There's some sign of an internal
rear wall box reflection around

nuances in the upper frequencies
were highlighted and the overall wide
frequency range of the music was
well displayed - no mean feat from a
£300 standmount.

The classical Fone disc showed
that no matter what the style or
genre, if the source is good then the
S1s will perform to the best of their
ability. Although perhaps a little too
dry with this type of ambient
recording, the Mission’s nevertheless
showed that when it comes to
presence they have it in abundance.
Instrumental timbre wasn't bad here
and vocals were pleasantly natural,
whilst earlier in a Soundgarden rock
CD, they sounded synthetic and
pushed.

Overall, the new m51s are a fine
addition to the current crop of
midrange/entry level standmounts, in
which there are many strong
contenders. There's a problem with
the in-house competition of the 780s,
which are a fine ‘speaker in their own
right. They offer slightly less

500Hz that may be heard as a
"whoomph" or a little boxy
colouration. Otherwise, response
runs flat down to 63Hz before rolling
off. Below this the port, tuned to
48Hz, works to carry output down
to about 25Hz. It has a broad flat
output, suggesting it applies good
acoustic damping. The impedance
curve suggests likewise.

At 85dB, sensltivity wasn't high
considering the impedance of the
‘speaker is low at 5.3ohms.As usual
it uses a 4ohm bass unit to keep
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coloration and a little more detail.
However, they don't have the speed
and depth of bass of the 51s - the
choice is yours here.

One other thing to note is that
the 5ls only perform to the best of
their ability with good equipment,
recordings and even stands, so they
are fussy. Any hard sounding source
or disc will be accentuated. That said,
if you're listening area is small to
medium and you want a ‘speaker that
delivers a room filling and balanced
sound, they are well worth an
audition. Mission know what they are
doing when it comes to ‘speaker
design and it shows. [l &

Mission m51 £300
Symphonix Ltd.
Stonehill
Huntingdon
Cambs PE29 6EY
Tel: 01480 451777
www.mission.co.uk

Rock in particular. As always with
Mission, it is very well engineered.
NK

Frequency response

o ) 12 78 400 2k 7k 20k
voltage sengitivity up, but this means Irequency (Hz)
it demands quite a lot of
; Impedance
current from an amplifier. It The m51s are very wel
should, ideally, be used witha @ engineered and have a

beefy amplifier. 16
The m51 will sound clean 8

and fast. It will certainly have 4

the characteristic Mission

sound and should be fine for

taut and tuneful bass
rarely found at this price
point. Can sound hard
when lll malched and
fed bad recordings,
though
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Bewitched, bothered and bewildered? David Price cuts through the
techbabble and tells the story of multi-channel audio, and details the latest
'high resolution' surround sound formats.

he words 'home cinema’ still

send shivers down the spines

of many self-respecting audio-
philes. After all, big black boxes packed
to the gunwales with digital signal
processing trickery, serious graphic
equalisers and just about every
flavour-of-the-month gimmick are
hardly the stuff of dyed-in-the-grain
audiophile systems, are they! True
enough, but don't use this as a reason
to dismiss multi-channel audio out of
hand.

Stereo, lest we forget, is just one
particular take on the problem of
recreating a recorded acoustic in the
home. Ever since a squeak came out
of the very first loudspeaker, audio
engineers have been scratching their
heads over this, and have come up
with a variety of solutions. Of course,
the film industry has driven most of
the development of multi-channel -
far back as the 1940s,Walt Disney
used 'Fantasound' surround sound
technology to heighten the
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experience of his animations - but
don't let that put you off. Creating a
believable acoustic is just as important
in the home!

BACK TO BASICS - THE
EARLY DAYS OF
ANALOGUE MULTI-
CHANNEL

MONO

Hard as it is to imagine today, mono is
what most audiophiles used until the
sixties, and it was capable of incredible
musicality when 'done properly'.
Monophonic sound is single-channel,
unidirectional reproduction using one
amplifier and speaker combination. It
has an abiding virtue - wherever you
are in the listening room, you hear
everything identically (room acoustics
notwithstanding, obviously). Everything
appears from a single ‘point’ in space
and - fascinatingly - even if you use
two mono channels, the sound still

seems to come from a point
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equidistant between the two
speakers, creating a 'phantom’

channel.

STEREO
This was experimented with in
various forms for many years before it
made it into the home in 1958. Bell
Laboratories' system used three
channels, whereas the film industry
used between four and as many as
seven channels in early cinema instal-
lations. Two channel stereo in the
home came about simply because it
was all that LP records could realis-
tically cope with.Then two channel
stereo FM broadcasting arrived,
further popularising the format and
entrenching the idea that 'two
channel' was 'stereo’. Now an entire
generation of audiophiles has
accepted it as the norm, although in
truth it's just as arbitrary a way of
recreating music as mono or multi-
channel.

Generally it offers a much more




open sound than mono with a real

sense of a 'sound stage'. Still, the
experience very much depends on
the mix. For example, when a
symphony orchestra is recorded then
even a simple pair of crossed cardoid
microphones will capture the space
and proportion of the sound.
However, studio recordings often
follow a convention where, along with
various instruments panned left and
right, strong monophonic elements
are included to give more substance.
By mixing, say, vocals to both left and
right channels, the singer seems to be
in the centre ‘phantom' channel. Done
well, it can be extremely convincing,
but still has its limitations. Earlier
stereo mixes were pretty bad - as
many Beatles aficionados will attest -
giving an extremely unnatural sound
due to insufficient 'phantom’ centre
channel content.

QUADRAPHONIC

As technology progressed and prices

fell, various early nineteen seventies
manufacturers began to think there
was a market for multi-channel. Thus
was born the ill-fated quadraphonic
system, which required two extra
speakers in the rear corners of the
listening room to reproduce specially
encoded program sources. Several
variants were produced, most of
which were based on 'matrixing’

techniques which folded
the rear channels
"\ into the front
channels by
recording them
with different
relative phase,
although there was
also a 'Discrete’ system that
used four separate channels.

Quad - as it was known -
effectively carried four channels of
information within a two channel
recording, and could be read by a
normal phono stylus and passed
through to a receiver or amplifier
with a quadraphonic decoder.
Although it was never called
'surround sound', and shared nothing
in common with the cinema systems,
quadraphonic could be justifiably
regarded as the forerunner of modern
Dolby Surround technologies. Sadly
though, the world wasn't ready for it -
thanks to turntable pick up cartridge
(and record pressing) technology,
Discrete quadraphonic wasn't
practical, and the less adventurous
matrixed systems proved a flop due
to the high investment required. To
cap it all. the systems proved largely
incompatible with one another!

DOLBY SURROUND/
PRO LOGIC

Modern surround
sound got its first
breath of life in
mid seventies
cinemas with films
such as Star Wars,
Tommy, and Close
Encounters of the Third
Kind. A new format designed
expressly for 35mm film prints, Dolby
Surround used two tracks squeezed
into the same space on the print
occupied by the traditional mono
soundtrack, made possible by the use
of Dolby A noise reduction. Of
course, two channels weren't enough
for cinema use (due to the wide gap
between the left and right of the
screen), but it was impossible to cram
more than this on to the print, due to
excessive noise. The answer was to
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use matrixing techniques developed
for quadraphonic home stereo, where
a centre and surround channel were
‘extracted’ from the two channel mix
using clever signal processing.

Dolby Surround fast became the
standard for cinemas all around the
world and the advent of stereo video
machines in 1978, and then Laser Disc
in 1980 (extremely popular in Japan,
much less so in Europe) added
impetus to the surround project. The
arrival of the 'music video' also
ushered things along - for the first
time people were using their TVs for
the enjoyment of music. In 1987,
domestic Dolby Pro Logic decoders
arrived, making it possible to decode
front left, front right, centre and rear
channels (often via two speakers)
from a standard two-channel stereo
source. The main sounds came from
the left and right channels, the vocal
or dialogue emanating from the
centre phantom channel, and the
ambience or effects information
coming from behind the listener.

Thanks to its limited bandwidth
(the surround channel only went from
100-7,000Hz), Dolby Pro Logic wasn't
much cop with music but was
surprisingly effective with film
soundtracks, able to convey the
sensation of sounds moving from
front to rear and left to right. This
said, it has been used for music-only
applications - record companies
including Delos, RCA Victor, BMG
Classics and Concord Jazz have all
produced Dolby Surround-encoded
audio releases, with little success.

FUTURE PERFECT - THE
INEXORABLE RISE OF
DIGITAL SURROUND:
DOLBY DIGITAL

Dolby's much vaunted digital format
arrived in cinemas in 1992, While the
35mm film prints used in cinemas
retained analogue Dolby Stereo
soundtracks for backwards compati-
bility, an additional new digital optical
track was placed between the
sprocket holes. This permitted the
famous 5.1 configuration that has
became the industry standard. Front
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left and right, rear
left and right. centre
and LFE (low
frequency effects)
channels are
provided, all offering
the same quality.
However, because
the LFE channel only
takes around one
tenth of the bandwidth, it's known as
'point one'.

Dolby digital offers a range of
special features, such as downmixing
from multi-channel discs for stereo
listening or Dolby Surround decoding.
It can provide dynamic compression
to increase the level of quiet passages
{making late night viewing/listening a
reality) and even route low bass only
to speakers capable of reproducing it.

This is all made possible by clever
data reduction techniques, using
perceptual coding to shave the digital
datastream down to one twelfth of its
original size. While the format's
theoretical maximum bitrate is
640kbps, DVD discs allow only
448kbps in two channel and 384kbps
in 5.1 modes. Dolby Labs argues that
this, "provides sound quality that
critical listening tests have consistently
confirmed as on a par with original
master tapes”. joseph Hull, Dolby
Laboratories' Marketing
Communications Manager, calls Dolby
Digital, “the final link between the
multichannel producer and home

listener"”.
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DTS 5.1
SURROUND SOUND
While Dolby Digital fast became de
rigeur on the home and cinema
surround scene, a renegade format
arrived with the appearance of
Stephen Spielberg's Jurassic Park in
1993.The famous Hollywood
producer took the view that Dolby
Digital simply didn't sound good
enough for his purposes, and turned
to Digital Theater Systems for the
answer. There are two key
differences: First, running bitrates of
|.5mbps, DTS runs at a compression
ratio of just 1:3, which is dramatically
lower than Dolby Digital. As any MP3
user will know, this has obvious
sound quality benefits. The second
advantage is the sound of the actual
codec itself - even running at identical
bitrates, most believe that DTS
sounds superior.

DTS is an interesting point at
which movie-driven surround sound
crosses back into audio with real
benefits. And much of the industry
agrees - Pioneer's John Bamford says,
"there's something very nice about
this codec, everybody goes for it
every time". So while DTS is a 5.1
surround system just like Dolby
Digital, thanks to its better sonics, it
~— . has found itself being used

[ for pure audio
purposes too.
N Indeed a range of
" DTS High
Definition discs
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has sprung up, which because they're
actually CD discs but not encoded in
the Red Book format, can be played
on most standard CD players if you
take the digital output to a DTS-
equipped processor or preamp.As
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almost all DVD (and DVD-A)
machines have built in DTS decoding,
these should play DTS HD discs
without an additional processor.

Right now, you can get DVD
video discs encoded with both DTS
and Dolby Digital soundtracks.
Curiously, the format used doesn't
depend on the title as much as the
region it's destined for. Many Region 2
PAL (i.e. European spec) discs come
with Dolby Digital soundtracks,
whereas a surprising amount of new
Region | NTSC releases (i.e. from
the US) come with DTS sound.This is
why multi-region compatibility is such
an important issue for movie buffs
and audiophiles alike - the former love
the early movie release dates, the
latter lust after the superior DTS
coding used!

DVD-AUDIO

Although this new format has been
much celebrated by the world's hi-fi
press for 'pushing the envelope' to
24bit, 192kHz digical linear PCM
audio, it's important to remember
that it introduces a new audio
surround format, namely six channel
sound in uncompressed 24/96 PCM
(using Meridian Lossless Packing -
which is a compaction, rather than a
reduction, algorithm) too.This is
arguably the highest theoretical sound
quality that domestic multi-channel
can achieve.

This offers interesting creative
possibilities - not only will discs offer
a straight analogue-to-digital
conversion of the original stereo two-
track analogue masters (obviously
digital recordings can only be
upsampled, rather than converted),
but a 5.1 mix too.This has to be
made in the studio from the original
multi-track tapes - essentially
'creating’ a new interpretation of the
musical work, in a way never
previously heard.

It also gives space for the artists
to get closer to how they wanted the
original mix to sound. Queen'’s Bryan
May, for example, is said to have taken
the opportunity of the new release of
'A Night at the Opera’ to 'correct
mistakes in the original recording’.The
repercussions of this are many - we
may well be in for a raft of multi-
channel remixes and a whole new
software sales boom as the world
goes 'surround sound’ on the back of
the DVD movie boom.

The SACD format |s
growing fast - in some
markets at laast - and

mullichannel is an

obvious allure |1ig

hybeld relensé on

the audic b labe!

contains steceo

CD, stereo DSD

and surround

DSD mixes - and

can be played on any silver disc player asa
result (in CO quality). The CD and DSD lay-
ors are physically separate, and within the
DSD tayer there are three individual partitions
containing the two channel and muftichannel
mixes. along with an additional lex and
graphics area

Acoustic Triangle is formed by the
respective talenis of Maicolm Creese (double
bass), John Horler (grand plano) and Tim
Garland (soprano and tenor saxophones and
bass clarinet). interactions is an album of
“meiodic modem jazz with European classical
influances’. and very intecesting il is too - I'd
call #t Debussy meets Dextor Gordon.
Mutically adventurous but loving il the
same, the content quality is undeniable and
the sound is utterly exquisite. In both 2-chan-
nel and 5.1 mixes, you get a cathedral-fike
Acoustic in which you sit aghast and agog.

In truth, If your surtound system s peop-
erly set up, I's quite a lot more Impressive
than the stereo mix - but either is quite stun-
ning. That grand plano is beautifully deep and
sonorous, while the double bass seems 10 go
Gome o The Geribe O Bif sim ek Sxups
sound quite unlike anything you'll get from
CD - smooth but raw and breathy, Best of all
though is the sound of St. George's In Bristol
- the recording venue - which is amazingly
spacious, and all the more atmospheric in
multichannel mode, Superb.

Interactions

Acoustic Triangle
SACD Multichannel,
SACD 2- channel, GO -
SABCD 5012

SACD MULTICHANNEL
Another new surround sound format
arrived with the advent of Super
Audio Compact Disc. While
unabashedly a music format (unlike
DVD, of course), its co-creators Sony
and Philips were enthusiastic enough
about multichannel to make it a key
part of the specification. It runs up to
six channels at the full DSD bitrate,
and accordingly the full sound quality
is possible, and many discs also carry
a standard Red Book layer readable
by existing Compact Disc spinners.
Like DVD-A, it offers a whole vista of
possibilities for multichannel remixes
and reissues, and unlike DVD-A is
readable in a standard CD player (in
two channel CD quality, of course).
Whether this is better than DVD-
A 5.1 surround (using 24/96 packed

'World Radio Histo
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PCM) is a contentious issue to say the
least. Suffice to say that the two
respective formats do have different
technical specifications. While DVD-A
multichannel runs out of bandwidth at
48kHz, SACD multi is claimed to
stretch up to 100kHz thanks to its
brickwall-filterless Direct Stream
Digital (DSD) coding system. While
this isn't the place to get into the
relative merits of DSD vs. PCM,
suffice to say that SACD multi is
theoretically capable of superb sound.
Right now, the real limiting factor is
the quality of the recordings, SACD
transfers and mixes, and of the SACD
decoders and DACs themselves.

MULTI CHOICE - THE
VERDICT

On a purely practical level, surround-
sound is not for everyone, as more
physical space is required for all the
loudspeakers and in the modern
world we need as much space as
possible.

It's also still early days. Properly
done, multichannel SACD and DVD-A
can really enhance the musical
enjoyment of your favourite albums -
there really is more to surround
sound now than cheesy movie effects.
The problem is the paucity of titles
available (and the sometimes dubious
mixing techniques). In this respect
there's a real feeling of deja-vu
echoing the early days of Compact
Disc. Indeed,Vivante's Shaun Ormond
says the worst thing about the
software is the sheer conservatism of
the titles being drip-fed to audiophiles
(although a few specialist classical
labels such as Hyperion and Fone are
releasing imaginitive SACD titles). "It's
all safe seventies rock music, like CD
all over again”. Quite so, but time is
on our side. il &

Thanks to Vivante Music Ltd
(01293 822186) for supplying the
review discs. Check out their
website at www.vivante.co.uk
for the latest high resolution
digital software.
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ACTIV

ATC have made a
name for
themselves on the
professional
circuit. How will
their active
‘speakers sound
in the home.
Simon Pope
reveals all with
the Active 10s.

alk into many studios

throughout the country,

or indeed the world, be it
recording or mastering and you're
bound to come across a product
from ATC. Over the years the com-
pany have made a fairly formidable
name for themselves in the profes-
sional monitor market, delivering a
well engineered and solidly construct-
ed product that delivers the goods in
a professional situation.

Any cynical engineer will tell you
there’ very litte difference between
professional audio gear and the stuff
that you'd buy in your local specialist
retailers. Good professional monitors
excel in imaging, transparency and
reliability. ATC have become well
established in the pro field with their
range of monitors and now hope to
take a share of the domestic market,
like PMC and Bryston for example,
with their compatible range of both
active and passive loudspeakers and
amplifiers.

All the company's products are
designed and constructed at its
factory in Stroud, Gloucestershire,
mixing the traditional arts of hand-
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crafted products with modern

computer-controlled production.

The Active 10s reviewed here
were introduced towards the end of
last year and feature the attractive
curved design of the award winning
SCM 70ASL system.The Active 10 is
constructed from heavyweight,
laminated, machined MDF composite
with aluminium extrusions added to
provide rigidity, as well as improve
imaging properties and aesthetic
appeal. The standard finish is two
tone grey gloss, although other
colours are available.

On board we have ATC’s own
proprietary twin channel amplifier
with 'grounded source’ output stages
and multiple power supplies, which
together deliver 200W to the
bass/mid driver and 50W to the
tweeter. They operate in "Class A"
mode up to two thirds of maximum
output.

The bass/mid drive unit is the
latest version of founder Bill
Woodman’s 125mm design. Weighing
over 3.5kilos, it features the
company’s “no compromise” hand-
wound voice coil employing flat
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oxygen free copper wire to
apparently help maximise the copper
in the magnetic gap. What this drive
unit excels in, though, is cone
excursion, quoted as being in excess
of 20mm, to deliver a healthy bass
response. High frequency information
is conveyed by way of a soft dome
tweeter from VIFA, a nice change
from the traditional metal dome of
active 'speakers of the past.

For the review | used the Active
10s in conjunction with ATC's entry
level preamplifier, the £750 CA2.This
was linked to the Active 10s via the
XLR connection. Also put into play
was my trusty Creek passive preamp
with phono to XLR adaptors. Source
material was delivered by a Meridian
206.24 CD player.

Placed atop of a pair of sand
filled stands the ATC's immediately
displayed a fantastically quick and
immediate response. Rock recordings
in the form of Soundgarden’s
"Superunknown’ and The Smashing
Pumpkin’s ‘Machina’ showed the
Active 10s in their best light. Plenty
of fine detail was present, with ride
cymbals and tom toms in the drum
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kit easily discernable. Also apparent
was smooth treble, a sign that ATC
are turning their hand to audio in the
home as opposed to the studio.The
soft dome tweeter adds more
sweetness to the sound than the
more widely used metal domes of
mOost active monitors.

Bass was incredibly fast and taut,
with good extension. Bass guitars and
kick drums were visceral and
muscular, giving real presence and
clout to the music - ideal for this
kind of Rock, which is completely lost
on valves and electrostatics, for

example.

Moving on to jazz with John
Coltrane’s ‘A Love Supreme’, the
Active 10s showed a surprisingly
good midrange, giving Coltrane’s
tenor sax plenty of room to breathe.
Dispersion was impressive, the 10s
creating a rare ‘out of the box’
sound. Again, detail was to the fore
but to a certain extent the innate laid
back character of the music was
sacrificed for such traits, although the
reproduction of the recording was
fine.

With classical | found the ATCs
reacted better to chamber music
than full scale orchestral. A disc of
Fauré and Ravel piano trios on the
Hyperion label had good scale and
realistic dynamics with superb detail
in the bow work. This powerful
dynamic capability benefits large scale
classical, as does the good dispersion,
but the forward sound of the 10s
made the brass section in a Bruckner

a good bet to go active with the [0s
and buy yourself a passive or cheap
preamp to match.

Competition at this price is
strong and whilst the ATCs may seem
expensive it's worth remembering
that power amplification is included!
On the flip side, if you like to settle
down with a single malt at the end of
the night and chill out to some warm
jazz or classical you may find their
inherently ‘active’ and full-on nature a
bit tiring after a while. All the same,
their muscular, forward nature is
more refined than that of active
monitors using metal dome tweeters.

it’s hard to pigeon hole the
SCM10s. Many will find them exciting
performers that excel in speed and
dexterity. On the other hand they
just may be a little too much for
others. Il &

ATC Active 10 £1299

symphony sound a tad hard and ATC Loudspeaker Technology Ltd.

synthetic and the violin section Gypsy Lane
unrealistic in timbre. Aston Down

These are mightily impressive Stroud
with rock and dance music, where Gloucestershire
the full effect of their muscular GLé6 8HR

Tel: 012885 76056 |
www.atc-gb.net

power is best displayed, so if this type
of music floats your boat, it might be

-

| The SCM10-2 is unusual in a few
ways. Being an active loudspeaker it
has an on-board amplifier, and the
bass unit works into a sealed (Infinite
’ Baffle) enclosure. Because an IB
doesn’t go as low as a ported reflex,
| volume for volume, most
| loudspeakers are the latter
| nowadays. Once upon a time, before
| computers were able to calculate the
| alignments needed to make a reflex
| work decently, most loudspeakers
| were sealed like this one — and they
| gave tighter, more tuneful bass than is
| usual with a refiex.
The SCMI0-2 has a very tightly

|
controlled frequency response that
[

stays within about 2dB total variation  All in all, this is a very well

right across the audio band, our engineered loudspeaker, but it must
analysis shows. It is academically flat be auditioned, since it will be
in fact and ‘speakers like this often ‘upfront’ sounding. It should also
sound bright in real life, unless used sound unusually clean and fast. NK
in a well damped room.The

complete absence of a crossover Frequency response

suckout and very good driver ievel

integration/dispersion also means (dB)

plenty of treble energy will be
+5

0

produced, providing high levels of
detail and insight, but also a fairly
remorseless delivery.

Bass should be tight, tuneful and
deep, since it runs flat down to
40Hz, before rolling off more slowly

12 78 400 2k
frequency (Hz)

7k 20k
than a reflex.
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World Verdict
QE&d

Well engineered with a
powerful muscular
sound. Good dispersion
and imaging but coukd
be tiring during
prolonged listening.
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review 1

BIG SOUND,
SMALL SPACE

Like the idea of something small sounding big? Simon Pope encounters a
poles apart pair with just one thing in common.

ii» TIVOLI AUDIO MODEL
ONE £99

uestion: when does a tranny

radio get praise from world-

wide audiophile writers?

Answer: when it’s the American Tivoli
Audio Model One! Distributed over
here by Ruark, this smart little num-
ber is the brainchild of the late and

highly respected US Audio Hall of

Fame Member Henry Kloss, and it’s a

real treat.
There a re three main factors

that make this product a good one.

Firstly, the Tivoli has an attractive
aesthetic appeal, nicely ‘retro’ in
appearance (and available in three

colours) without looking like a bit of
cheapo reproduction furniture. The

most striking feature is the large
concentric tuning dial which is
accompanied on the front by a
couple of simple knobs for band
selection and power. Secondly, it

measures just 8”x4’x5” (w,h,d) and is

designed to be placed on a work
surface or desk, and last but not
least, thirdly it's perhaps the best
performing mono radio I've
encountered.

Using a discrete technology
developed for mobile phones, the

Tivoli manages to pull in an

impressive number of stations using
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its internal aerial, and pulls them in
with as clear a signal as I've
encountered with portable radio. It
has a 5:1 gear ratio analogue dial
which results in smaller and more
precise movement of the mechanism
for better tuning. The sound is
detailed and warm with a truly
surprising amount of bass and three-
dimensionality to the sound. It’s by far
the best sound I've heard from
anything this size. It has a very natural
way with voices, which are rounded
and warm, and good BBC broadcasts
sound realistically impressive. If you're
a radio fan than wants the best from
the airwaves in the kitchen you can
do no better than this - it’s a real eye
opener.

Ruark Acoustics Ltd.
Tel: 01702 601 410
www.tivoliaudio.com

MJ ACOUSTICS PRO 50
£299

ue to the nature of the mar-

ket and the swift shift to AV,

there are now more sub-
woofers around that you could shake
a dirty stick at but from my experi-
ence there are only a few brands
whose products really cut the mus-
tard in this field. Specialists such as
M&K,Velodyne and, of course, REL
produce products that stand out
from the crowd. Now there’s another
contender for the King of Bass
crown. New boys MJ Acoustics have
recently launched a range of subs
that promise to give the big boys a
run for their money.

At £299 the Pro50 is a serious
bit of kit for the money.A 50W DC-
coupled MOSFET amp is the muscle
behind the 8" long throw woofer
found in the sensibly proportioned
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chassis and a manageable weight of
8kilos - there’s no hope (or fear) of
doubling it up as a dining table.
Connection, a la REL, is via a Neutrik
Speakon and a set of unbalanced
phono sockets. The crossover is
between 40-240Hz in variable
increments and there is a phase
control adjustable between 0 and 180
degrees, as well a gain control for
each type of input. Black finish is
standard but there are attractive real
wood veneer options available.
Sound wise it’s a fine performer
with both movies, and especially
music. It has real depth and
perspective and when used with an
ambient acoustic recording, adds
space and clarity to the midrange,
really demonstrating its quality. For
out and out clout, the sub’s
dimensions belie its powerful and
taut sound. Underworld’s pumping | .

bass line in ‘Push, Upstairs”
had the Pro 50 delivering
some really fast and
powerful low
frequencies, hitherto
the sole traits of
the likes of REL.
Rarely do you
get this quality
of bass from
such humble
dimensions, and if
this is anything to
go by the larger
models will be
crackers. With a hoard
of subwoofers out
there hardly worth the
effort | think the Pro 50 could well

be responsible for a handout of P45s! ll &

M) Acoustics
Tel: 08707 44 50 80

www.mjacoustics.com
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1 4Ccessories

Simon Pope and David Price listen to the latest selection of goodies
from the weird and wonderful world of the audio accessory.

i

STATMAT
STATFEET £20
EACH/£75 FOR SIX
n» ere's the iatest product from
the people that brought us
the Statmat static eliminator
and Ringmat support system. Like the
Statmat, Statfeet are made from con-
ductive polypropylene film,with spe-
cially formulated conductive ink
applied to each side.As a conse-
quence, the company claim, they form
a powerful, passive, electrical device
in which the size and geometric pat-
terns cut out of them are an impor-
tant factor.

Statfeet are designed to be
placed under one foot of any
component to reduce electro-
magnetic fields and consequently
tighten up the sound. Their unique
design, using Ringmat Developments’
proprietary Statmat technology,
claims to break up the interference

from electro-
magnetic fields
that would

build

up around
components from
their surroundings. They
can be used with digital
source players, turntables, amps,
televisions - you name it. Statfeet are
recommended to be used under only
one foot of any component, cone or
other form of single point isolation
support, where these are used in
place of a component'’s own feet or
where a component has no feet of its
own, Placement is best at the rear of
the component and the company
have apparently found they work best
on rear right, with the two cut out
circles facing toward the centre of
the component (except TVs where it
should be placed at the front, with
the two holes again facing the
centre).

Now, perhaps this all sounds like
hocus pocus.And you'd be right in
thinking as much, except for one
thing: the fact that they actually work!

otherwise

Not a lot mind you - but they work.
Just to make sure, a third party was
called in to confirm that insanity
wasn't to blame and he, too, found
the same differences. Don't think
these differences are the same as
you'd find swapping ‘speakers or
cartridges, because they are not.
Subtlety is even perhaps too bold

a word for the effect, but

there is a discernable
difference. The overall sound is
given a little spring clean as such, so
that details such as cymbals, snare
drums and vocals are just that one
smidgen cleaner and sharper. Also, the
staging is extended a fraction to
make a larger and better focussed
picture. The manufacturer claims that
using one Statfoot on top of another
will create even further
improvements but here, | fear, no
significant results were found.

At £20 each or £75 for six the
Statfeet are no real bargain but they
definitely work, albeit in a subtle way.
They are an unusual and in certain
regards, a fun bit of kit as you really
don’t expect an 89mm square of film
to change the sound of your hi.fi. Use
them on a source player, where they
deliver the best results and you could
be pleasantly surprised, but don't
expect miracles!

Ringmat Developments

Tel: 01277 200210

www.ringmat.com
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stock clearance

Sevenoaks stock clearance is a chance 1o pick up a genuine bargain. Stocks are limited, so be quick! Everything is ex-display and sold with
instructions, accessories, packaging and manufacturers warranty. Nothing is Second-Hand. Prices may vary between outlets - this is due to either finish
or condition. Please call to confirm product availability before traveliing.

A regularly updated list is available on our website.

Aberdeen 01224 587070 Crawley 01293 510777 Holborn 020 7837 7540
Celestion AVP1000 5 1 Speaker Package £149 Loewe Planus P4670ZPA including Stand wae  £749 Arcam Alpha One Amplifier £129
Monitor Audio GR Centre Centre Speaker ow £349 Marantz RC5000 MKIl Remote £199 Celestion C3 Loudspeakers s £49%
Musical Fidelity X-A100R Amplifier £498 Musical Fidieity A3 Amplifier numsox panm  £599 Celestion C4 Centre Speaker s £99
Musical Fidelity A3 Amplifier £649 Musical Fidleity A3 CD Player - £599 Celastion C5 Surround Speakers .« £199
Musical Fidelity A3 CD Player £599 Onkyo CR305X System saes £249 Ezo Face Nord Amplifier swe £249
Rotel RCS71 Pre Amplifier £99 Onkyo FR435 System saw £499 E2o Fog CD Player see £249
Rotel RSX365RDS AV Receiver £499 Onkyo TXDS595A AV RECEVEr saw: £349 Ezo K5 5 Channel Power Amplifier £549
Sequence 200 Speakers £99 Ruark Epilogue Reference Loudspeakers vew  £299 Jamo ADD310 Speaker Package £149
Tag McLaren PA10 Pre Amp sac. £399 Ruark Prologue Reference Loudspeakers crry £599 Jamo Concert Surround Speakers £399
Talk Hurricane 2 Pre Amplifier e £249 og ! Jamo E8 Centre Speaker e £75
Tannoy MX Centre Centre Speaker s £79 Jamo E8 Surround Speakers ww £79
Teac AVH500D AV Ampilfier £299 Jamo E800 Loudspeakers su» £99
H500 DVD Pl £ : R
Teac DVH500 DVD Player nego-2 299 Edmburgh 0131 229 7267 LL::: W5336VC Panaum — ;::;;g
Loewe Xemix X5006 DVD Player see £249
Acoustic Energy Acqis Centre Centre Speaker  £75 AL A ;
01234 272779  Arcam AVR100 AV Recener s £399  marantz AV e A
BaW L1 Loudspeshers €189 Marantz Eclipse 55 Systém £799
Acoustic Ene Aegis Centre Speaker £89 Blue Room Bass Station Subwoofer sae £399 -
rgy Aeg Marantz FT4200 42" Plasma Screen £5999
Arcam DIVA A65 Amplifier su. £299 Blue Room Mini Pod Loudspeakers s £199 Marantz MMS000 P Amplfier £599
Arcam DiVA A75 Amplifier sae £379 Denon DRW585 Cassette Deck £99 Marantz VP8000 Projector £2999
Arcam DIVA CD92 CD Player e £699 Denon SC-AVF100 NXT Speaker Package ~ £225 Mission 772 Loudspeakers £149
Denon AVR2800 AV Ampiher £299 Kef Cresta 1. 2 & Centre Speaker Package £125 Mission FS2-AV Speaker Package £399
Energy Encore Speaker Package w 1w sunn  £1199 Kef Q65 2 Loudspeakers £349 Mission M72 Loudspeakers s« £99
Ket 085.2 Surround Speaker £139 Kef THX 5 1 Speaker Package £1999 Monitor Audio Siver 3) Loudspeakers sa.  £199
xolnllgzoA:;io CJ2| Centre Speaker rassow  £250 Lexicon DC2 Processor £2199 Onkyo TXDS$484 AV Receiver £179
Elis L = Linn 5120 Centre Speaker cw . £349 Onkyo TXDS787 AV Recewer £499
Naim Nait 3 Amplihier £439 Marantz CD6000 CD Player £149 Philips D' £699
Naim SBL Speakers . £1499 o 4 Pi 9
Philips DVDR1000 DVD Recorder tagg  Marantz PM6010OSE Ampitier £165 el Ak
Rotel RA921 Ampliier £124  Marantz PM7000 Amplfier £149 BT (AT e e
Rotel RB985 5 Channel Power Amplfier g3ag  Nakamichi SoundSpace 5 System £399 Rotel RSPOT8 AV Pro Ampifier £598
Rotel RCD971 CD Player £319  NEC 42MP3 42" Plasma Screen 1 Teac AVHS00D AV Ampliier £199
Rotel RDV995 DVD Player £559 Parasound HCA 2205 Processor s se £1499 Teac DVH500 DVD Player £229
Rotel RSX972 AV Recever £799 Project RPMA Turntable £149 Yamaha DSPAX2 AV Amplifier £499
Schroers & Schroers Alphastatc 5 Shelf Rack  £725 Rotel RSP976 AV Pre Ar £599 Yamaha DSPAX620 AV Amplifier £325
Seleco SVD5( y 99 Seleco SVD500 CRT Proje £4999
Sony DVPS336 DVD Player samuns £289 Sony DVPS$535 DVD Player w. necon £299
Sony TAF340 Amplifier sk £199 Sony DVPS735 DVD Player s fegon £379
Tag McLaren Aphrodite/Calliope System £3455 Sony DVPS735 DVD Player sz £279 Hull 01482 587171
Tag McLaren DPA32R & DAB Amplifier £1839 Tannoy MX1 Loudspeakers £59
Teac AVH500D AV Amplifier £269 Arcam FMJ A22 DAVE & P25 3Channet £1999
Tannoy MX1 MXR & MX10 Sub Speaker Pack £279
Teac PDH570 Mutti CD Player £219 Tannoy MX4 Loudspeakers e £225 Arcam FMJ DT26 DAB Tuner swe £799
Toshiba SD500E DVD Player £399  yamaha CDR6S1 CD Recorder £225 B&W CM2 Speaker aecar £479
Yamaha DSPAX2 AV Ampiifier £899  yamaha YSTSW320 Sub Woofer £159 BAWICM LSRR oo
Yamaha NSE105 Surround Speakers sww £69 B&W CMC Centre Speaker s £299
Blue Room Mini Pods Loudspeakers £249
Linn Katan Loudspeakers £429
Exeter 01392 218895 Linn Ninka Loudspeakers £699
S mowe Lo e e
rcam DivA P75 Power er £249 i (Grapras
Arcam DIVA DVBSP DVD Player sae £999 Castle Sevem 25E Loudspeakers £549 Marantz ECIipse 25 SyStem mcmo scessn £799
:w éSmTSubwoofsev @t Eg;: Denon POAT10 Power Amp £249 Misslon 782 Loudspeakers £659
Baw annz Oemrekmpeaker bt Crnry 5“9 Kef Cresta Centre Speaker £49 Monitor Audio Gold Ref 10 Loudspeakers £649
A LoudspeaAV 'Mm £649 M&K VX100 Subwooter £499 Monitor Audio Gold :eference 20 Speakers  £999
D W Wt TV veswa £1999  MBK VX1250 THX Subwooler £599 . e L R N e
Naim Nac 82 Pre Amplifier £1749 Pioneer VSXC300 AV Recewer £249 o:kk;z Dvsssoovo e 200
Nalm Nait 5 & CD5 Ampiifier and CD Player  £1499 Roksan Caspan Tuner £549 Ruark CL10 mudspea,fe,s :,_w £699
Onkyo DVS555 DVD Player wes £324  Rotel RCDS51 CD Player £249 Ruark CL20 Loudspeakers oo £999
Onkyo TXDS595 AV Raceiver £374 Rotel RT955 Tuner £269 Shearnie Audio Phasa 2 Amplifier £899
Rotet ROV995 & RSX972 DVD and Receiver  £1199 Ruark CL10 Loudspeakers crery £699 Shearne Audio Phase 7 CD Player £799
Ruark CL2 DEakers boan £1199 Sony KV32FQ75 Television £1499
Ruark Prologue Reference Lot £799 Sony STR 70 AV ReCener mus » v
Sony DVPNS300 DVD P £169 s i o e 700
ny layer Sony YPLH51 Projector £1798
Bristol 0117 974 3727 Sony STRDBI070 AV Recerer £499
' ] Leeds 0113 245 2775
Y
Arcam CD72 CD Player owome s £350
Arcam DIVA A75 AV Amplifier e, ra9  Epsom 01372 720720 Acoustic Energy AE300 Loudspeakers €119
Bellucci Rorma Equipmont Stand £399 Acoustic Energy AE309 Loudspeakers £349
Boston Micro 90 Sub/Sat Spesker Package ~ £499  Arcam AVR100 AV Recewer s £aa9 Marantz Ecipea Systom 0 £999
Castle Keep Centre Speaker e £199 Arcam DiVA CD92 CD Player nat swm £699 Marantz PMS010K) Amplier £249
Castie Severn S2 Loudspeakers £499 Arcam DIVA AB5 AMpIher s wack, £235 Mission FS2:AV Speaker Packay £149
i ge
Denon PMA1500R Amplifier e £380 Castle Pembroke Loudspeakers iew £499 Philips DVDR1000 DVD Recorder £749
Kef RDM Loudspeakers crem £399 Denon DMDF1000 Mini Disc Recorder cou £225 Rotel RDVI85 DVD Player £249
Ket Refarence 2.2 Loudspeakers @ £1399 Marantz CDE0000SE LE CD P ot £198 Rotel RDV995 DVD Player £299
Meridian 558 5 Channel Amplifier £2599 000OSE DVD Play . €225 Sony MDSJE330 Mini Disc Player £99
Musical Fidelity A3 Amplfier £750 Marantz PM6010 KI Amplier s £249 Sony SCDXB340 SACD Player £179
Musical Fidelity A3 CD Player ewnm £700 Musical Fidelity X-A200R Amplif £a49 Sony VPLIGHT LCD on{ecly £1999
. usical el 4 pliher ny lor
sty f? il e 9 Myryad MC100 CD Player sae £599 Teac AVHS00D AV Receiver £229
R ok“: Y "|°9 “"’dr atod Aﬁ" dm;’" £700 Myryad Mi120 Ampliier saw £499 Teac DVH500 DVD Player £199
i RMCasoﬂaanmsgP pifier saen e Myryad MT100 Tuner sae £325 Yamaha CDX396 CD Player £89
DVPS536 DVD \mpifie £249 NEC 42MP2 Plasma Monitor sa. £4499 Yamaha DSPAX620 AV Amplifier £239
s MDSJE440 Mini Dm"." Player o £129 Rotel RDV3g5 DVD Player £549 Yamaha DSPEBOO AV Processor £269
Stands Ui i Rotel RSX972 AV Receiver £749
tands Unique Midi Support ; - £199
Yamaha DVDS510 DVD Player e £160 Ruark CL10 Loudspeakers noewsa £699
Tag McLaren Aphrodite System e £2249 0116 253 6567
Teac MDH100 Mini Disc Reco! £179
Cardiff Yamaha RXV420RDS AV Recewer £239 :rcam Ew :Xzﬂéoo AZ ?&?p”?s 5 .:512
ar 029 2047 2899 gesm e
— — M- Denon AVR18011 AV Receiver £299
Acoustic Energy AE1 MKil Loudspeakers o £549 01473 286977 Denon DVD1000 DVD Player £199
Arcam DiVA AVR100 AV Recenver £499 Mission 772 Loudspeakers i« £129
Castte Sevem 25E Loudspeakers £649 Arcam DIVA A75 AV Amplitier £299 Misslon 773E Loudspeakers wwt £279
Castle Harlech Loudspeakers cre £739 Mission 774 Loudspeakers i £379
Elac CL82/I Loudspeakers o £319 (.
Elac CL102 Loudspeakers s £479 Castle Howard S3 Loudspeakers v £1049 Monitor Audio 3 a £239
Onkyo 205 5 £449 Castle Severn 2SE L Sakers nas O £489 Monitor Audlo Silver 9 Lo kers £799
Sennheiser | £99 Celestion C Series AV2 Speakers . £1099 ":r;‘::;ﬂbc A360 DVD Player .. ggg
Toshiba SD500E DVD Audio Player wa fesen £299 Loewe Cantus 3870ZW Television e £599 P o A
Loewe Xelos 5270ZW Television susnem £699 loneer DV e £299
Loewe Xelos 53812W Television e came & £1199 Roksan Caspian DSP Pr £799
Marantz SM17 Ampllhe; ST e £549 Ruark Dialogue One Reference Speakers os  £279
[~ A Pr de Reference ispeakers o £
Chelsea 020 7352 9466 musical Fidelity A3 CD Player cazo I st
MIcro 90 Su Sooakers Onkyo LV535 DVD Player £299 Teac AVHS00D AV Amplfier £299
2.‘.?.(‘ D350 VD Pt e e 2133 Onkyo TXDS595 AV Recewer e £349 Teac DVH500DDVD Plasef ' £329
y 1CD Pl K Onkyo TXDS389 AV Recewer £2199 Toshiba SD200E DVD Player wa tuun s £249
Marantz CD6000 KI CD Player £349
™ RE000 CD Recorder cos 99 PMC TB2MC Centre Speaker puc £299 Yamaha DVDS796 DVD Player w.. £249
arantz D D £2 R
Marantz SR7200 AV Receiver s £499 :":": ng?g:}” r‘;‘\’;‘[;""!‘le’ g;:g
Marantz ST6000 Tuner o £149 ote 995 layer e Please Note:
Nul:ﬂ.v.ch)l sou.m‘g:m: 3 System s oac €699 Rotel RSX972 AV Receive £769
Onkyo TXDS696 AV Amp B £599 Ruark Vita 100 Sub Sat Speakers b £1199
Plonyeer PDF358 Multi CD Player s+ £249 Tag McLaren AV32R AV Processor tu. . £2199
Rotel RSX972 AV Recewver mac £749 Teac DVH500 DVD Player < £249
Rotel RDVI95 DVD Player s £499 Yamaha DSPES0O AV Processor s £249
Yamaha RXV800RDS AV Receiver su £a99 Yamaha DVDS510 DVD Player w.e A £189

entertaining

01522 527397

Ba&W CM4 £599
BE&W CMC Speaker e £275
Denon AVCA1SE AV Amplifier coa £1999
ME&K MX150 Subwoofer £999
Mission 774 Loudspeakers Rosesoa £349
Monitor Audio 41 Speak, £279
Monitor Audio 8 Speak: . £599
Monitor Audio GR10 Speakers s £639
Monitor Audio GR20 Speakers £1199
Monitor Audio GRE0 Speakers ceery £1839
Musical Fidelity A3 CD Player £699
Musical Fidelity A3 Integrated Amplifier £749
Onkyo TXDS787 AV Receiver sas s £649
Onkyo T:(D9389 ' A £1999
Sony SCDXBS40 SACD Player s £249
Teac DVH500 DVD Player segon 2 £329

Toshiba SDEQQE DVD Audia Player 1w «mme £399

Liverpool 0151 707 8417
Arcam DiVA A65 fier swer £245
Arcam DiVA A75 Amplifier iswes £290
Ba&W DM602 (S2) Loudspeakers cromy £185
Denon AVCA1SE AV Amplifier £1599
Denon AVR1601 AV Recewver sa- £195
Denon D £269
Lexicon DC2 AV Processor £2599
Marantz SR7000 AV Recever coa £439
Mission 771E Loudspeakers nmewoon £115
Mission 772 Loudspeakers seecn £139
Mission 774 Loudspeakers s £279
Mission 77c1 Centre Speaker s £115
Panasonic DVDRVE0 DVD Player w « s £385
Parasound HCA2205 Power Ampiifier £669
Parasound HCA2205 5 Channel Power Amp  £1699
Primare A30.5 Amplifier £1519
Primare P30 Processor £1785
Primare T20 Tuner £449
Primare V20 DVD Player £759
Rogers LS55 Loudspeakers £75
Ruark Vita 100 5.1 Sub/Sat Package £839
Sony CDPXE330 CD Player £85
Teac AVH500 AV Amplfier £295
Teac DVH500 DVD Player £309
Teac PDH570 CD Mutti Player £209
Toehiba SDINOE DWD) Player £169
Yamaha MUASYS Mini Lisc Hiayer £159
Kef Q85 Surround Speakers £129
Kef Q95 Centre Speaker £129

Newcastle 0191 221 2320
Acoustic Energy Aegis 2 Loudspeakers £199
Arcam AV50 AV Amplifier £39%
Arcam DiVA AVR100 AV Recewver s £549
Arcam FMJ A22 Amplifier £899
B&W ASW 1000 Sub Woofer £39%
Castle Pembroke Loudspeakers £399
Cyrus Smart Power - Power Amplifier euc £475
De¢non AVR1801 AV Recevar £299
Denon CDR1000 CD Recorder £249
Indigo 1 Loudspeakers £249
Indigo 2 Centre Speaker £225
Indigo 3 Loudspeakers £375
John Shearne Phase 7 CD Player £999
Marantz SR 5000 AV Receiver £299
Marantz SR/MM 9000 Processor & Power £1299
Monitor Audio Sitver 9 Loudspeakers £899
Musical Fidelity X-AS200R Amplifier £699
Myryad 720 CD Player sew £299
Pioneer DV626 DVD Player w.- Rego- £249
Pioneer DV636 DVD Player wa fego £329
Primare V20 DVD Player max rogon £699
Rotel RDV 985 DVD Player mus fagon £399
Ruark Log-Rhythm Sub Woofer £649
Sony SLVSEB10 VCR £179
Tannoy R C Centre Speaker £149
Teac DV1000 DVD Player £198
Teac LS5 1 Home Cinema Package £299
Teac Reference 400 CD Ampldfier £249
Toshiba SD3109 DVD Player s fego £259
Yamaha APV-70 Amplier £199
Yamaha DDP2 Decoder £199
Yamaha RXV795 AV Recerver £299

01733 897697
Acoustic Energy AE1 Il Loudspeakers cre £529
Arcam DIVA CD92 CD Player sae £749
Castle Class VOOfer amae 0a £649
Denon AVCA1SE AV Amplifier coe £1999
Kef sta Centre Speaker sac a oy £79
Monitor Audio Silver 3 Loudspeakers i »  £229
Musical Fidelity M3 NuVista Ampliier £2899
Musical Fidelity M3 NuVista CD Player £2799
Musical Fidelity X-A200R Amplrfier £629
Pioneer DV343 DVD Player £159
Rotel RCD951 CD Player sucs £279
Talk Thunder 1 CD Player see £399
Yamaha DSPAX620 AV Amplifier £299
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Jamo DESURR Surround Speakers wise
Jamo D8SUB Subwoofer

Jamo D8SUR Surround Speakers cree
John Shearne Phase 7 CD Player

John Shearne Phase 3 Reference Amplifier
John Shearne Phase 6 Amplher

Marantz DR700 CD Recorder

Marantz DV3100 OSE DVD Player
Marantz DV4100 DVD Player et Qs
Marantz DVD
Marantz SH

Meridlan 501 2 Pre Amplifier

Meridian 502 Pre Amplifier
Meridian 518 Digital
Meridian 541 Pre Amplifier

Kingston 020 8547 0717 Reading 0118 959 7768 Swansea 01792 465777
Jamo E8 Surround Speakers was £129 Acoustic Energy AE1/Il Loudspeakers amemss: £599 Arcarm FMJ DT26 Digttal Tuner £749
g
::ﬁ;LF?CDQm CD Player . gg;g ;;c:ln&gg/éel\m Amplfier sae £349 Arcarmn FMJ P25 Power Amplifier £499
rk Prologue Reference Loudspeakers o ntre Speaker £169 Arcarn FMJ T21 Tuner £319
Soundstyle SR105 Equipment Rack o £249 BA&W Solid $100 Series Loudspeakers £79 BaW £99
Toshiba SD500E DVD Video Audio Player £399 Castle Severn 2SE Loudspeakers £49 Castle Harlech 52 Loudspeakers £699
;1';‘3855%02 SDea:sf;A;- . 5133 Linn LK140 Power Amplfier £699
i urrou ELES ey Linn LP12/Akito/Basik/K5 Turntable £1549
Maidstone 01622 686366 f;Tsz s%eagey Sgr&ds ;«. - £149 Linn Wakonda Pre Amphtier £689
Acoustic Energy AE 1/l Loudspeakers wme... £549 e CUERSCEey 5":%9 Musical Fidelity A2 Amplfier £749
Cyrus CLS50 Loudspeakers o £449 ercian IITE? B 5 Musical Fidelity A3 CD Playe £699
Energy Take 5 1 Speaker Package £574 m°"::°' :“::° : f:'vfj' N ety conmg Rel Q150 Sub Wooler m. £449
Loewe Cantus 38702W Widescieen TV . e 1., £799 Musical Fidelfty XBloraTomr o€ - €248 Rel Siata Woole £679
Monitor Audio Goid Refererce 20 Loudspeakers £1249 Nakamichi DR10 Cassette Dack £299 Roksan Kandy CD Player s« £379
8im2 HT200 DLP Projector £4449 Nakamnichl DVD10 DVD Player ma ager oo £209
Nakamichi DVD10S DVD Player £379
Pioneer DV525 DVD Player €149 Swiss Cottage 020 7722 9777
Manchester 0161 831 7969
Pioneer DV737 DVD Player « - reax £399
Rotel RA921 Amphfier £89 Acoustic Energy Aegis 2 Loudspeakers £169
Acoustic Energy ST EteD B0 Rotel RAS31 Il Amplifier £189  Arcam Apha 10 Dave AV Amplfier £1749
Arcam DiVA T51 Tuner 5199 Lexicon DC2 Processor £2999 Arcam Alpha AV50 Pro-Logic Ampidfier £349
Denon AVR2801 AV Recener sa.- £299 Rotel RCDY51 CD Player & £299 Arcarn DiIVA AVR100 AV Recenver sae £499
Marantz DR6050 CD Recorder £325 Rotel RQ970 Phono Stage .. £99 AVI Bggatron Loudspeakers £499
Marantz PM7000 Amplifier £189 Sony DVPS335 DVD Player « - B £249 Castle Severn 2 Speakers cne £549
Mission FS2-AV AV Speaker Package £199 Sony £299 Exposure 21RC Pre Amplifier £499
g
Monitor Audio Bronze Centre Speaker £69 Sony DVPS735 DVD Player - £449 Linn Keosa Loudspeakers wee £399
Musical Fidellty XA200R Amplifier £599 Teac VRDS9 CD Player £429 Roksan Caspian DSP 5.1 Processor seen £975
g::llltlvos uv 9;/7 dl;\)b éiv nd Recewer s. g?:g Roksan Caspian Power 5 Chan Pwr Amp saen  £749
p layer wr fe
Rotel RCD951 CD Player £199 R iart rois o b4
Rotel RCD991 CD Player £349 Sheffield 0114 255 5861 = o
Rotel RDV995 DVD Player v - negor £299
Sony CDPXB740 CD Player £99 Arcam CD92 CD Player £649
Sony DVPNS700 DVD Player £249 9500 S
Sony DVPS7700 DVD Player « £249 ::w ‘.S,W L S?gg Watford 01923 213533
sS::y ZVEE%O,%)‘L()Y\LI) 'F:Ilax ?r‘ ' gg;: Castle Severn 2SE Louuspeukt'r‘ ey £449 Cyrus CLS50 or Stands crem £159
Son; SCDXB940 SACD Player £179 Denon DVD3300 DVD Player vou £499 Denon AVCA10SE AV Ampiifier £989
Sony 5 £209 Kef Cresta Centre Speaker £259 Loewe Cantus 3870ZW Widescreen TV cwne  £649
Teac DVH500 DVD Player £199 Lexicon DC-2 AV Processor XY Sever £2599 Pioneer DV340 DVD Player ma asgon £184
Yamaha DSPESO £269 Loewe Fla Tele: 5. £699 Ploneer DV343 DVD Player aam Regon £169
mlaralmz A:?OO(; Proczssor e E;g Ploneer DV444 DVD Player s aspon tacy £195
~ sslon 70 Loudspeakers o, . Ploneer Dv444 DVD Player sannsgon saen £209
01603 767605 Mission FSZ-AVf\V Speaker Package e, £599 Pioneer DV444 DVD Player megonz . s £184
Arcam DIVA CDS2 CD Piayer < =0 Monitor Audio Studio 20SE Loudspeakers s £999 Pioneer DV444 DVD Player megon? - swe: £199
BAW CC6 S2 Centre Speaker s £149 ety [1e00 0 Chan Power Amp €998 plonesr PDPS0SHDE 50" Plasma Scroen  £7498
B&W LCR6 Centre Speaker £249 o":kV: 'T;D‘SV7£;7‘AV Reczxev"-‘ 929 Sound Organisation 2540 Stand o o £149
Castle Severn 2SE Loudspeakers £595 R T T 975 Sound Organisation Z560 Stand mesaow  £169
Ket Cresta 2 Loudspe £99 AiarhlcHollads e 56 Toshiba SD110E DVD Player e reoe £129
Loewe Aconda 92812W Wldz,sueen ™v £1499 Sim2 " L £3999 Toshiba SD110€ DVD Player megon £115
Marantz AV MM900O AV Processor .
Marantz DV31000SE DVD Player Teac AV-H500D AV Amplrher £299
Marantz ST6000 Tuner ce Yamaha TX492RDS Tuner e - £99
Monhor Audlo GR60 Loudspeakers
Monitor Audlo Silver 51 Loudspeak B"'thon 01273 733338
Musical Fldemy X A200R Amplher Bromley 020 8290 1988
Myryad Cameo Systen
Project Porspecive Tumiabie . vor £629 Southampton 023 8033 7770 Croydon 020 8665 1203
Rel Q400E S fi £799
Rotel RC1070 Pre Amplmer £279 :cous::c Energy :, go 2 :Ag ga: gyswm g::: Gulldford 01483 536666
Rotel RCDY51 CD Player £299 coustic Energy Aego 2 Sub’Sat System wee
Rotel RDV995 DVD Player £509 Arcam DIVA P85 Power Amplfier £399 Sevenoaks 01732 459555
Rotel RSX965 AV Recewer £599 Arcamn DiVA DT81 DAB Tuner £499 bri
Sony STRDB1070 AV Recewver » £495 Cyrus PSXR Power Supply s £249 Tun dge we“s 01892 531543
Standesign Trenza Stand s o £199 Elac Cinema 1 Sub Sat Package £289 Witham 7!
Yamaha DVDS796 DVD Player s.. £249 Jamo EB00 Loudspeakers s+ £119 ha 01376 501733
Kel Cresta Centre Speaker w, - £69 Acoustic Energy AE1 Mkl Loudspoeakers aew £389
Mission 78C Centre Speaker sa. £249 Acoustic Energy ors  £199
01 15 91 1 2121 Mission 78DS Surround Speakers sac £249

Acoustic Energy Aegis 2 Loudspeakers £149
Arcam DiVA AG5 Amplifier £249
Arcam DIVA A75 Amplfier e £299
Arcam DiVA CD92 CD Player wx+ £599
Arcam P75 Power AMpHier sae £229
B&W CM2 Loudspeakers sow £349
Denon AVR2801 AV Recetver s £399
Denon DVD1500 DVD Player £199
Loewe Aconda 9381ZW 32 Widescreen TV £1799

M&K 750THXMX125 AV Speaker Combination £2489
Marantz CDS000KI CD Player co £399
Marantz CD60000SE CD Player £249
Onkyo DVS535 DVD Player £269
Onkyo TXDS575 AV Recener sae £299

Philips DVDR1000 DVD Recorder £799
Sim 2 HT200 DLP Projector s £3999
Sony SCDXB340 SACD Player sa.. £279
Teac RWHS00 CD Recorder £249
Yamaha DSPAX620 Amplifier £299
Yarmaha RXV620RDS AV Recewer £299
Plymouth 01752 226011
Arcarn DIVA AVR100 AV Recever sae £469
Castle Classic-Sub Sub Woofer swn £399
Castle Keep 2 Cemre Speaker o £149
Castle R £159
Def Tech Pro 80 Speaker Package ew £799
Heybrook HB1 Speakers euw. pe £149
Onkyo Uv3335 VO Plager saa £329
Onkyo TXDS787 AV Recewer sa. £649
Rel Q100E Sub Woofer it £299
Roksan C an Tuner see £479
Rotel RC371 MK/l Pre Amplifier i £129
Rotel RCDY51 CD Player £279
Rotel HT951 Tuner e £249
Ruark Vita 5 1 Speaker Package seen £999
Sony DVPS335 DVD Player mum fogpon Biac £239
Sony DVPS725 DVD Player we Regon B £299
Sony STSB940 Tuner sewn £119
Sony TAFB40 Amplifier euck s £229
Tag McLaren F3:PA10 Pre Amplifier mas £299
Teac DVH5001 DVD Play@r Goa £299
Yarmaha DVDS700 DVD Player megon 2 £249
Yarnaha YSTSW45 Subwooler e £109

Monitor Audio Baby Boomer Centre Speaker  £69
Monitor Audio Silver FXi Surround Speakers ». £249

Monitor Audio ASW100 Sub Wooer « £219
Musical Fidelity A3 CD Player £599
Musical Fidelity A3 Amplffier £649
Musical Fidelity A3 Pre & Power Amplifier £1399
Musical Fidelity A300 Power Amplffier £1399
Onkyo CRI05X System . so wen £229
Onkyo DR90 DVD/AV Rec 00 £499
Onkyo DVS555 DVD Player « £299
Onkyo TXDS535 AV Receiver £349
Philips DVDR1000 DVD Recorder £799
Rotel RSX372 AV Recewer £749
Ruark Vita 50 5.1 Speaker Package s+ £749
Sony SCDABI40 SACD Player s £249
Yarnaha YSTSW320 Subwooter £279
Yamaha DSPAX620 AV Ampiffier £299
Southgate 020 8886 2777
Arcam Alpha One Amplifier £179
Arcam DIVA AB5 Amplifier sae s £329
Arcam DIVA A75 Amplitier s £349
Castle Harlech 2 Loudspeakers maws oa £599
Castie Severn 2SE Loudspeakers crey £599
Ket Q833 Surround Spaahér om. £139
Misslon 771E Speakers pas £149
Musical Fidleity X-A2 Ampiifier £349
Musical Fidieity X-A100R Amplffier snen £799
Myryad T10 CD Player soetus £299

Pioneer A300R Precision Amplifier mec £249
Pioneer DV717 DVD Player mus fegon, Gon £399
Rotel RD960BX Cassette £199
Rotel RDVI85 DVD Player s £449
Ruark Prologue One Loudspeakers masow  £749
Tannoy MX2 Loudspeakers mew: £99
Tannoy MX Sub Woofer mus £179
Tannoy MXC Centre Speaker mm £79
Tannoy RC Centre Speaker tcremy £199
Yamaha DVDS700 DVD Player fugo2 £799

Aasprit 300 Loudspeak
AcousucEnorvyAespmamnearSpeakevs £99
309 Loudspeakers  £349
Arc Acoustics Sonare 2.1 NXT Loudspeakers  £89
Arc Acoustics Sonare 5.1 NXT Loudspeakers £129

Arcam DiVA AB5 Amplifier e £239
Arcam DVA AVR100 AV Receiver £379
Arcarn DiVA P75 Power Ampiifier s rum £189
Arcamn DiVA A75 Amplifier mo fue - BackSemn £279
Arcam DiVA CD92 CD Player o Tes - acksasy €539
Arcam FMJ A22 Amplifier £629
Arcam FMJ A25P Power Amplifief o crames £649
Arcarn FMJ P25 Power Amplifier @ crame £479

Boston CR6 Loudspeakers wnee £89

Boston DT6000 Speaker Package £279
Boston VRS Surround Speakers £189
Castle Cirfton 2 Loudspeakers mosmm £79
Celestion C1 Loudspeakers £129
Celestion C2 Loudspeakers £329
Celestion C3 Loudspeakers £469
Celestion C4C Centre Speaker £129
Celestion C5 Surround Speakers £129

Celestion C6 Subwoofer £269

Cyrus MR3 Multi-Room Ampliier £379
Cyrus Q Module CD Player Upgrade £179
Cyrus XPA Power Amplifier s - e £219
Definitive Technology Pro 80 Lo kers £139

Definitive Technology Pro Sub 80 Sub Woofer £199
Denon AVCA10SE AV Ampiffier . . gon £799

Denon AVR2801 AV Recewer £369
Dehoh DvUT1U00 DD Flayer wsx o £189
Denon DVD3300 DVD Player £439
Denon DVD3300 DVD Playe SO £1299
Denon SCAVF1005.1 Speaker Syslem oyt £319
EAR 834P Phono Amplifier crome £199
EAR V20 Ampifier wrom. £1389
Energy Take 5 Loudspeakers £199
Energy XLS8 Subwoofer euc £139
Final 0.3 Speakers soa £999
Imerge S102C Soundserver ne £2499
Jamo 160 Surround Speakers £79
Jamo 300 Surround Speakers £159
Jamo Concert 8 Loudspeakers crn £699
Jamo D6PTX 5.1 Speaker System aus £999

M, 551 Amplifior

Meridian 558 Power Amplifier

Meridlan 566 DAC

Meridian 566.24 DAC

Meridian A500 Loudspeakers

Meridian DSP5000C Centre Speaker
Meridian M60 Loudspeakers sac
Meridian M1500 Subwoofer

Mission 77¢1 Centre Speaker oo Crery
Mission 77DS Surround Speaker meccwne;
Mission 773 Loudspeakers @y
Mission FS2AV Speaker Package -

Monitor Audio Silver 9i Loudspeakers mosme

Monitor Audio Siver 12i Centre Speaker
Monitor Audlo Studio 20SE Loudspeakers
Myryad T10 CD Player e

Myryad T20 CD Player mecsee

NAD C540 CD

Nakamichi DVD10S DVD Player oz
Onkyo DVS535 DVD Player sasrepor sown
Onltyo TXDS787 AV Receiver

Panasonic DVDA7 DVD Audio Player
Panasonic DVDRV20 DVD
Panasonic DVDRV40S DVD Player aus regon
Philips CDR760 CD Recorder

Philips CDR770 CD Recorder

Phllips DVD870 DVD Player

Phillps DVD957/8 DVD Player

Philips SACD1000 SACD/DVD Player
Philips VR766 Video Recorder

Ploneer NSDV55 DVD System
Quad 77 Ampilifier
HokunCmpmnDSPA\/Prooessor

Rotef RSX372 AV Receiver

Rotel RTI40 Tuner

Rotel RT955 Tuner

Ruark CL10 Loudspeakers vt Frates
Ruark CL15 Centre Speaker mecvcrery

Sonance Mariner 100 Loudspeakers mms
Sony CDPXB830 CD Player

Sony DVPNSA400 DVD Player mepen 2
Sony DVPS335 DVD Player sas segon
Sony DVPS335/6 DVD Player megon 2
Somy DVPS535 DVD Player aam fep.
Sony DVPS536 DVD Player s aeo

Sony DVPS '35 DVD Player sse fagoe
9000 DVD Player moon

Solly MDSJ8940 Mins Disc Player thack
Sony ML
Sony SCDXB770 SACD Playe‘v B
Sony STRDB1070 AV Recewver sa-
Tag McLaren CDT20R CD Transport
Tag McLaren T20 Tuner

Teac AVH500D AV Amplifier

Teac DVHS500 DVD Player

Teac LS500U Loudspeakers

Toshiba MT3 LCD Projector

Teshiba S0AND DV Playar -
Toshiba SD200E DVD Playet e eon
Toshiba SD500E DVD Player - amor
Yamaha CDRS1000 CD Recorder
Yamaha DSPAX2 AV Amplifier
Yamaha DVDS510 DVD Player
Yarnaha DVDS795 DVD Player se
Yamaha E150 System

Yamaha GX500 System

Yamaha MDX596 Mini Disc Player
Yarmaha NSC300 Centre Speaker
Yarnaha RXV420RDS AV Recewer
Yarnaha RXVB00 AV Receiver
Yarmaha RXV1000 AV Receiver

www. sevenoakssoundandvision.com
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accessories |

AR TDS202 Sound Enhancer

AR TDS202 SOUND
ENHANCER £69.99

ere's a little black box that

promises to do great things

for your system's sound
almost by magic - never heard that
before! The AR Sound Enhancer is
claimed to transform lo-fi into hi-fi no
less - and said to greatly enhance play-
back of CDs and DVDs. It's supposed
to create a wider and more detailed
sound field, "achieving greater aural
balance and detailed imaging" accord-
ing to Recoton Corporation. "The
technology developed by TDS allows
music enthusiasts to enjoy a much
richer listening experience than previ-
ously thought possible” they say.

The technology is based on
compensation for the human hearing
system’s inability to pick up certain
audio frequencies. Its makers point
out that our ears aren't as sensitive to
lower and higher range sounds as
they should be, thus removing the
richness and sparkle of recorded
music. AR's Sound Enhancer, "finds and
unlocks these ‘hidden’ sounds, making
them prominent so that you can
enjoy music and movie soundtracks
on a new level of perception". It
works with any type of equipment,
from mini systems to PlayStations to
high-end home cinema surround-
sound set-ups. It's the first AR
product to incorporate this patented
True Dimensional Sound technology,
originally introduced to the audio
market back in 1997. 1t has already
been used in movie soundtracks such
as Air Force One, U-571,The Mummy
and Jerry Maguire.

This raises some interesting
questions. We all know that the ear is
less sensitive to low and high
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frequencies, especially at lower
(domestic) volume levels. That's why
every cheapo amp since the 1960s
has featured a loudness control {(or
suchlike) to give it showroom
credibility - one press of the button
gets you an earful of impressive
sounding boom-tizz. However, how
can we miss something we can't hear
anyway, and if we can't hear it, is it
'real’ in the first place’

Anyway, the Sound Enhancer is a
neat little gizmo. It's passive, so it
doesn't introduce noise or
interference during playback, and is
easily hooked up to any receiver or
preamplifier via RCA phono inputs
and outputs. It's non-adjustable, so
there's no capacity for tweaking - you
just switch it in or out of circuit.
Hooked up between a Cyrus CD7
CD player and Cyrus 7/PSX-
R/Mission 782 and speaker system, it
certainly made a difference!

The first thing you notice is that
the music seems louder, which
considering it's a passive device makes
it a clever trick, alright. Just as it says
on the box, you get a wider
soundstage with greater perceived
depth. Rather than simply acting as a
21st century 'loudness' button, there's
quite a change in the midband as well
as at the frequency extremes. Without
a doubt, everything sounds a little
crisper, a touch more defined and
explicit. The sound is (apparently) a
little more dynamic and punchy, and
you do get the feeling you're listening
to a different system.

Did we like it, then? No, not
really. To be fair, the TDS202 will really
pull up the socks of a slow, lazy, dull
system. Indeed, it lost a deal of
subtlety and poise - although it's

nowhere near as malign as those
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'stereo wide' buttons on eighties
boom boxes, it still has a tendency to
saturate music to the point where
you end up listening to the Sound
Enhancer rather than the music. For
computer audio, portables, and even
car use this could be good, but steer
clear of it for serious hi-fi.

Ara Accessories Ltd.
Tel: 0161 702 5010
www.araccessories.com

SOUNDPAX £30

illed as the first full range, hi-
fi quality, ultra lightweight
cardboard loudspeakers, my

first reaction to these curious arti-




facts was "so what?" Why would any-
one want to buy a set of cheapo
speakers the height of a traffic cone
and weighing the same as a bag of
sugar!

Some might because they are
'miracles of modern technology’,
being state-of-the-art NXT designs
from NXT themselves, rather than
licensees. They generally turn out
better NXT speakers than licensees
thanks to the Huntingdon company's
feel for its own intellectual property.

The product itself was conceived
by innovative European packaging
manufacturer DS Smith, which gives
some clue of its intended application,
Don't expect to chuck your Quad
988s in the skip after you've bought a
pair; they're more 'cardboard' than
*hi-fi't However, as far as corrugated
paper pulp goes, they're also pretty
amazing - simply by virtue of the fact

these pages - suffice to say that they
use 'exciters' which vibrate the
Acoustic Fluted Composite panels at
an ideal position to introduce
complex sets of bending waves in the
panel structure. The advantages -
aside from compactness and low
weight - include low directionality
and room interactions.

As with all NXT panel speakers,
the Soundpax showcase these
advantages very convincingly. In this
respect they're far better than
practically any conventional design at
any price! No, they're not quite in the
Martin Logan class, but they certainly
fill rooms with music very well,

They're surprisingly musical too -
the lack of any boxes to resonate
makes for an engagingly direct
listening experience. Of course, they
lack the dlarity, detail, frequency
extremes or dynamics of hi-fi

loudspeakers - but what

that no one's made an all-cardboard
speaker before!

The benefits of cornflake-packet
construction are lightness and
portability (a fact not missed by
Kellogg's, either!) - so if you're
moving around all the time
(students/kids?) then ‘speakers like
this may actually be useful. They can
be pulled out of their packaging and
set up in a matter of seconds. With
an impedance of 8ohms and a power
handling of 6W they're ideal for
portable applications. Vital statistics
are 720x450x540mm and 0.9kg each.

Their NXT SurfaceSound
technology has been well explained in

do you expect for £307 If
it's a cheap and cheerful
way of getting music into
the shed/ garage/ patio
(etc.) you are after, | can't
think of a more fun way.
I've heard a ot worse in
the 'multimedia speaker’
department than these.
My only reservation is the
awful cartoon pictures of
moving coil loudspeakers
they carry - which is
either post-modern irony
or just rubbish marketing.

NXT Ltd.
Tel: 0870 777 5555
www.soundpax.com

oK TR
SENNHEISER HD497
HEADPHONES £49.95

n a sense, the 497s continue the

same formula as Sennheiser

designs of some twenty years on.
Right now, D) phones are all the rage,
but here's an unashamed stab at the
budget audiophile market, complete
with an up-to-the minute silver finish
and an affordable price.

Developed to bring Sennheiser to
a younger market, the ‘new 400
Series' cans are nearly as well made as
the old ones - which is really saying
something. Basically, you can drop
them, sit on them, tread on them,
yank them by their cord and generally

1 dccessories

trash them and they'll still look and
sound as good as new, Top quality
materials are used throughout, from
the strong single-sided OFC copper
cable (3m long, with 3.5mm plug and
quarter inch adapter) and durable
plastic headband to the hypoal-
lergenic, leather look earpads.
Powerful neodymium-iron magnets
and advanced ultra-light diaphragms
are used for efficiency. By comparison,
the likes of Vivanco pail.

They're also very light - 130g -
and comfortable to wear over long
periods (as very few headphones are)
with a claimed contact pressure of
2.5N.

Other vital statistics include a
quoted frequency response of 24-
22,000Hz, a nominal impedance of
320hms, 112dB maximum sound
pressure level and a distortion figure
of under 0.2%.As per usual
Sennheiser practice (D) range
notwithstanding), they're of dynamic,
open backed design. Replacement
parts are easily available at audio
retailers nation-wide, and the phones
themselves are guaranteed for two
years.

Sound is excellent - at the price.
I've been less enamoured by
Sennheiser budget phones of late but
these rather buck the trend.You get a
large, crisp, fast and open sound, with
plenty of detail and grip. There's
noticeably less roughness and ‘fuzz'
than previous Sennheiser cans at this
price, with the result that they're less
obviously biased to the boom-tizz of
rock or dance. In fact, you can actually
play soul or jazz music through them
and enjoy the timbre and texture of
the music, as well as the start-stop of
the rhythms.

Bass is tight and taut in a charac-
teristically Sennheiser way - although
it's noticeably less extended than
models further up the company
range. Still, it's decently bouncy which
- combined with fine midband
dynamics - makes for a highly
involving listen. Treble isn't a particular
strong point - it does the job but
lacks the sweetness and extension of
only slightly more expensive designs.
Still, these cans are beautifully made,
musically engaging and offer a good
degree of subtlety too.Top value. Il 2

Sennheiser UK Ltd.
Tel: 01494 55155]

www.sennheiser.co.uk
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PROBABLY THE BEST

NEW DEMONSTRATION ROOM NOW OPEN AT 12A SPRING GARDENS, |
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KiT6550

upgrade kit now KaT6550

upgrade kit now
available £120

available £130

These are our new 6550 series amplifiers. A pure class A design providing 40 watts with valves or 220mm(h) with cage. Simon Pope says - "If you favour attack and rhyth-
into a 8 ohm load.(available in a 4 ohm version if required) A truely high end design mic grip, together with a smoothness of sound that's incredibly easy to live with. the
by Andy Grove, using Svetlana 6550Cs in push-pull (any 6550 or KT88 tube can be KiT6550 could well be the kit amp for you.The 6550 is one for those who like a valve

used with this amp). It features valve rectification (5U4) a choke pi filter power supply sound married to the attack and clout of a good quality solid state design™.
and is hard wired. Weighs |19kg with dimensions 390mm(w) x 330mm(d) x 190mm(h)

Kel84 VALVE INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER KIT

This is our brand new, low cost, beginner level amplifer kit. It features a pair of EL84
valves per channel in push-pull configuration. They give |5 watts into an 8 ohm load
- plenty for medium sensitivity loudspeakers. The output transformers are Ultra
Linear, keeping distortion down to a minimum. Up front the ECF80 input/phase
splitter valve has an extremely smooth sound.

The Kel84 has very low hum, to solid-state standards. For simplicity the kit is
built on a printed circuit board. A strong steel chassis is fronted by a 3mm anodised
front panel and attractive chromed custom made knobs. There are five line level
inputs, plus one monitor input, with a tape output included, all controlled from the
front panel. The phono input sockets and 4mm banana socket speaker terminals are
gold plated.

At rear is a mains switch, an [EC power input and an earth post.

This kit is aimed at beginners. The instructions include pictures as well as diagrams,
making them very easy to follow.At a UK price of £278.00 all inclusive you cannot
ignore Kel84. Simon Pope says, "The quality that can be gleaned from this amp is a
fine introduction to the joys of the valve sound.The Kel84 will highlight all the
intricacies and depth of detail in your favourite recordings whilst retaining a warmth
and fullness that is almost exclusive to pure valve amps and is rare at this price
point."

Kel84 weighs |0kg. External dimensions with valves are

300mm(w) x 270mm(d) x |50mm(h).

2A3 PSE INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER KIT

The 2A3 PSE integrated amplifier offers a seriously hi-end sound.
but without the cost usually associated with single-ended
amplifiers. The stereo chassis houses, on the output, 2 x 2A3 in
parallel single ended configuration and a single 65N7 as the
driver tube per channel. The valve rectified power supply consists
of a 5U4, with a combination of a hefty 10H chokes and 2 x
100uF 500V capacitor in a pi filter configuration, giving superb
smoothing. This feedbackless design provides 8.5watts into an 8
ohm load, so a good sensitivity speaker is required above 91dB. It
can accept 6 line-level inputs fully controllable from the front
panel.We provide the excellent Alps Blue potentiometer as
standard. The amplifier is hard wired so plenty of scope for
tweaking in the future. Simon Pope says,“The 2A3 PSE is
extremely impressive piece of kit, good imaging, wide sound
stage, nicely extended on the high frequency and tremendous
bass thump - | want one”.

weight - 20kg, external dimensions with valves fitted - 390mm(w)
x 360mm(d) x 220mm(h)
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ALL NEW SERIES Il MODULAR PRE-AMP KIT

The PRE-Il is a valve pre-amplifier with six inputs, tape monitor and two sets of output
sockets. It utilises a high quality line driver transformer and x5 gain. The PHONO-II is a
dedicated valve phono stage that incorporates a step-up transformer for MC users. Finally,

PSU-Il'is a power supply unit that feeds both the PRE-Il and PHONO-l.

Power Supply Unit (PSU-It) £195.00

Pre-amplifier (PRE-II) £195.00

Phono Stage (PHONO-II) £110.00

Moving coil step-up transformer £77.00

Passive pre-amplifier (PAS-II) £215.00 NEw.'

£480

KaT34

upgrade kit now

available £120
KiT34 is a 32 watt stereo valve
integrated amplifier, featuring a pair of EL34s, in push-pull mode. per
channel, plus an ECF80 pentode/triode as input/phase splitter. The power
supply is valve rectified (2 x 5U4). using a heavy duty choke to achieve
exceptional smoothing. The output transformers are 14% Ultra Linear
tapped to keep distortion down to its lowest level and the kit is totally
hard wired utilising three tag boards. It has five line level inputs, plus a
tape-in and tape out, all controllable from the front.

300B PSE MONOBLOC KIT

Our Parallel Single Ended amplifiers offer ultimate sound quality Each
monobloc has two of the beautfully linear 300B directly heated triode in
its output stage, producing 20 watts into an 8 ohm load. At the front we
have a 6AU6 pentode and an ECCB82 as the driver valve. This design
utilises a 5U4 rectifier valve in the power supply, in combination with a
10H choke, giving an extremely quiet supply. Both mains and output
transformers we E/l pattern.

For purists, feedback is switchable and the kit is totally hard-wired. For
those that require valves we provide the superb Tesla 300Bs, Russian 5U4s
and European 6AU6s & ECCB82. Simon Pope says, "Not to put too fine a
point on it, the sound these monobiocs create is among the finest that can
be encountered in hi-fi." Our 300B PSE kit bears an affordable price of
£875.00 (UK price) excluding valves. Each monobloc weighs 23kgs.,
external dimensions with valves:
25cm(w) x 38cmi(h) x 22cm(d) per monobloc.

KEL80 MONOBLOC AMPLIFIER KIT

Following the success of our budget KEL34 40watt kit amplifier, we have
come up with a 'big brother’ design. The output stage uses two pairs of
TESLA EL34 pentodes in parallel-push-pull mode, allowing KEL8O to turn
out 80 watts into an 8ohm load. Heading up the Input stage we have the
wonderfully linear Russian 6AU6 working into an American 5687 phase-
splitcer. KEL8O's output transformers are 4ohm and 8ohm tapped. With
an input sensitivity at around 380mV for full output, it will happily partner
both passive and active pre-amplifiers. It is easy to assemble. Simon Pope
says,"The proof of the pudding is in the eating and the KEL8O is a feast
for the ears, with solid bass attack, lightning fast reactions, that emphasises
musicality as well as power. At £649.00 a pair, a definite valve winner. Each
monobloc weighs |2kgs., external dimensions with valves: | 4cm(w) x
8cm(h) x 43.5cm(d).

HD83 VALVE HEADPHONE AMPLIFIER KIT

The HD83 headphone amplifier is a beautifully simple design using Mullard
ECL83 valves, a triode and power pentode housed in the same envelope.
It works directly from any source, be it CD, tape, tuner etc., or from an
amplifier's tape out or pre-amp out sockets. The circuit uses high specifi-
cation E/l output transformers that will drive any headphone load from 16
ohms to over 300 ohms depending on how the secondaries are wired up.
The HD83 is a single-ended design with the power pentode wired up in
tricde configuration for added sonic purity, and it is as quiet as a mouse.
For sound quality Jon Marks says,” The bass is punchy and ¢ontrolied
without becoming artificial, while treble has the crispness of the best

KiT34
upgrade kit now
available £130

Simon Pope says,This integrated bring together the best sonic virtues of
our KiT88, kel34 and top of the range 300B PSE in an affordable package.
The highlights of the sound are a deep and taut bass response, together
with an open and highly detailed mid and high frequency response that
only the best valve designs can achieve... a true valve classic"

Weight 22kg, External dimensions with valves fitted - 390mm(w) x
360mm(d) x 210mm(h)

solid-state, with the
tonal purity, delicacy
and speed associated
with valves." External
dimensions 18cm(w)
x30cm(l) x 8cm

(h) weight 4kg.
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PROBABLY THE BEST DIY KITS IN THE WORLD

wmmma‘lﬂﬂi i : MIK16 OEE- CALL FOR DETALS ON 01908 218836
e
KLS10 KLS10 KLS3 GOLD MK
HIGH TECHNOLOGY COMPACT MONITOR GOLD SUBWOOFER ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY 3 WAY LOUDSPEAKE

Our mini-marvel uses an Audax carbon fibre
bass/midrange unit, married to the world’s most
advanced tweeter, the piezo-electric gold dome HD3P
from Audax. KLSI0 offers high performance from a small
package. The main 'speakers are designed to work alone,
or with a dedicated subwoofer to extend their bass.
Alone, they are suited to near-wall mounting and can be
tuned by port adjustment to suit personal taste and
location, They are easy to drive and need just 30-60watts.
KLS10 is unique. Technically advanced, yet compact and
relatively inexpensive, there is little to match it.
Sensitivity 89dB IW/Im, | 5mm MDF, internal volume
9Ltrs, external dimensions | 9cm(w) x 31em(b) x
23cm(d).

£433.00
£394.00

Drive Unit & Crossover kit
Drive Unit only

Designed to complement KLS10 Gold stand mounters by
providing deep and open bass. The subwoofer is
inexpensive, easy to build. comprising a simple crossover
network with a high quality 8 inch Aerogel dual voice coil
unit. A must for all KLS10 Gold customers. Sens. 89dB,
volume 25 litres, external dimensions 28cm(w) x 43cm(h)
x 34cm(d).

£164.00
£78.00

Drive Unit & Crossover kit
Drive Unit only

KLS3 Gold uses the latest version of Audax’s
innovative oval gold dome piezo electric tweeter.
giving it the sweetest and most extended treble.
Married to a 4in. carbon fibre cone midrange driver
for neutral and clear reproduction, and a powerful
8in. bass driver for superb depth, this is our top-of-
the-line reference ‘speaker. Sensitivity 90dB at
1W/Im, 25mm MDF, internal volume 60ltrs, external
dimensions 26cm(w) x 100cm(h) x 35cm(d).

£633.00
£495.00

Drive Unit & Crossover kit
Drive Unit Pack

Upgrade your KLS3s to
Gold status. Includes
latest oval gold dome
piezo tweeter and all

components. @

for

61ains transformers & Chokes)

KIT6550/KAT 6550 mains transformers

2 inch stack, 130mm; h)xl20mm%~ xl35mm8 drop through fittin,
with zinc c?. Secondaries 425V-DV-425V, 350mA, OV-5V, 6A, 3.15V-
0V-3.15V, 9A. Suitable for 120V & 240Vac opeation

KEL84 mains transformer

1.5 inch stack, 90mm{h)x 80mm(w)x 95mm(d) droB throueh fitting
with zinc cap. Secondaries: 0V-240V 300mA, 3.15V-0V-3.15V, 5.5A,
suitable for 120/240V operation

KIT88/KAT88 mains toroidal transformer
120mm dia, x 60mm{h). Secondaries: 195V-0V-95V.450mA/QV-27V,
100mA/3.15V-0V-3.15V.9A, suitable for 120/240V operation

KIT34/KAT34/KIT6550/KAT6550 choke
1.25 inch stack, 65mm6h)x|05mm(w) with fitting holes x 60mm(d).
clamp fitting, 2.5 H, 350mA

(Output transformers)

KIT6550/KAT6550 E/l 16% TAPPED UL ush-%ll output
transformer 2 inch stack, 80mm (w) x 95mm(l) x | mm’shej drop
throuéh fitting with zinc cap. Primary-secondary 4.5K, 16% UL
tapped. Secondary 4 Or 8 ohm, pls specify

watts, max current |80mA, valves, KT88, 6550 etc

KEL84 E/l Ultra Linearsgush-pull output transformer
1.25 incl; ’s‘uljk. 76mmh)x 63mm(w)x 76nn8) Primary - seondal
wi ..

valves ELB4 etc

KIT88/KAT88 E/l push-pull output transformer
80mm5w)x95mm(l)xl00mm(h). Primary-secondara' 10K - 8ohms,
max olp-40watts, max current-|60mA valves-KT88, 6550, EL34

F

on order. max output 45

. 8K
L tap - 8ohms, max ofp- I Swatts, max current 150mA

300B PSE mains E/l transformer

130mm(h) x 95mm(w) x | 5mm(d).

drop through fitting with zinc cap.

Secondaries: 380V-0V-380V, | 80mA/ 1 50-0V-150V, 25mA/QV-5V,
1, 2A/0V-5V. |.2A/0V-5V,3A/3.15V-0V-3.15V,0.4A suitable for
120/240V operation

KEL80 mains toroidal transformer encarsulated)
130mm dia. x 65mm§l3. Secondaries: | 95V-0V-{95V,390mA/QV-27V,
100mA/3.15V-0V-3.15V,7.5A, suitable for 120/240V operation

HD83 mains toroidal transformer
80mm dia. x 35mm(h). Secondaries: OV-165V.75mA/3. 15V-0V-
3.15V,1A, suitable for 120/240V operation

PSU-Il mains toroidal transformer
80mm dia. x 35mm(h). Secondaries: 0V-270V.60mA/0V- 10V.2A,
suitable for 120/2: operation

KIT34/KAT34 E/l 14% tapped Ultra Linear push-pull outp
transformer

2 inch stack, 80mm(w)x95mm(l)xl00mm£Q, drop through fitting
with zinc cap. Primary-secondary 6.4K, 14% UL taps, Seconda
&élxr; max output 34watts, max current |50mA, valves EL34, 6L6.

KELS80 E/| parallel-push-pull output transformer

95mm (w)x! Smm&xlnmm(h). Primary-secondary 4.6K - 8 &
4ohms, max ofp-BOwatts, max current-250mA valves-
EL34,5881.6L6

HD83 EN sn&k ended output
40mm(w)x50mm(l) x55mm(h).

Primary-secondary 4K - 4 x hms
windings, max ofp-|watts, max current-25mA valves-ECL83 etc

Pre-ll E/l driver transformer
BOmm(w?xwmm 1) x65mm(h). 6:1 step down transformer, max
current- [OmA valves-6922 etc pre-amp stage

TRANS| mains toroidal transformer

9Smm dia. x 50mm(h). Secondaries: OV-370V,| S0mA/OV-6.3V.3.5A
300B E/l choke 65mm(h) x 70mm(d) x 80mm(w) open frame
fieting, I0H, 180mA.

KEL84 E/l choke
‘ZJ'SSOin;CAh stack, 40mm(h)x 3Smm(d)x 70mm{w) clamp fitting, 1H.
m.

PSU-II E/l
40mm(h) x 35mm(d) x 70mm (w) clamp fitting, | 5H, 20mA

KIT34/KAT34 mains transformer

2.5 inch stack, 120mm{h)x! lSmmsv)x‘)Smméd{./drop through fit-

ting with zinc cap,Secondaries 365V - 0V - 365V,300mA/QV - 5V,
15V - OV - 3,15V, 7.5A. Suitable for 120/240V operation.

ut 300B PSE E/I parallel single ended output transformer
130mm(h) x 95Smm{w) x | Igmm(d)
drop thrOt':&h

fitting with zinc cap
Primary |

Secondary 8R, output

" (Printed circuit boards )

Kel84 Printed Circuit Board 280mm{w) x |35mm(i)x |.6mmid).
Printed Circuit Board 140mmi{w) x 3{Omm(l) X2
Kel34 Printed Circuit Board 140mm(w) x 310mm(l) x 2.4mm(d),
jted Circuit Board (a pair) 120mm(w) x 21 Smm(l)
HD83 Printed Circuit Board |40mmyw) x 160mm(!) x t.émm(d),
| Printed Circuit Board 105mm(w) x | 30mm() x |66
PRE-1I Printed Circuit Board 105mm(w) x | 30mm(l) x | 6mm(d,
©-11 Printed Circuit Board 105Smmiw) x |30mm(f) % I;

/. —
anlon
AStH KL e) ¥

Hi-Fi World in Malaysia at Millennium Hi-Fi & Av. Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Hi-Fi World is now distributed through good bookshops and newstands in Malaysia. For back issues,
general enquiries and advertising, contact Simon Chang at Millennium Hi-Fi & Av.

Also available are products by World Audio Design,
Michell, Trichord, Lowther and ReThm loudspeakers.

Millennivm Hi-Fi & Av
500-1-3 First Floor, Wisma Indah (Shen Court),
Jalan Tun Razak 50400 K.L.
tel: 603 9283 8171 fax: 603 9281 3762

137 Jalan Pendekar 2, Taman Skudai Baru, 81300 Skudai, Johor DT
tel: 607 554 5171 fax: 607 554 7645

e-mail: info@millennivm-avdio.com
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The vaive kits contain lethal voltages. We cannot be haeid resporsible for ary ervors arfaing from the consisuction of thees idis.

wudiodesign.co..uk

ampllifier kits description order No. qty uk overseas
) ) . ) gnc vat & carriage) Sexc. vat & carriage)
2A3 PSE valve integrated amplifier kit (with valves) 2A3 PSE (with valves) = 550.00 471.00
2A3 PSE valve integrated amplifier kit {without vaives) 2A3 PSE (without valves) - £450.00 £385.00
KaT6550 valve power amplifier kit (with valves) KaT6550 (with valves) - £580.00 £495.00
KaT6550 valve power amplifier kit (without valves) KaT6550 (without valves) — £450.00 £380.00
KaT 6550 upgrade kit o KaT 6550 upgrade - £120.00 £105.00 ’
KiT6550 valve integrated amplifier kit (with valves) KiT6550 (with valves) - £595.00 £510.00
KiT6550 valve integrated amplifier kit {without valves) KiT6550 {without valves) n £465.00 £395.00 L
KiT 6550 upgrade kit o KiT 6550 upgrade - £130.00 £110.00 |
KAT34 valve power amplifier kit (with valves) KAT34(with valves) - £480.00 £410.00 1
KAT34 valve power amplifier kt (without valves) KAT34{without valves) o £415.00 £354.00
KaT34 upgrade kit - . KaT34 upgrade - £120.00 £105.00
KiT34 valve integrated amplifier kit (with valves) KiT34 (with valves) - £495.00 £420.00
KiT34 valve mteg;ated amplifier kit {(without valves) KiT34 {without valves) o £430.00 £365.00
KiT 34 upgrade kit o KiT34 upgrade - £130.00 £110.00
Kel84 valve integrated amplifier kit (with valves) Kel84 (with valves) - £278.00 £237.00
Kel84 valve integrated amplifier kit {without valves) Kel84 {without valves) - £248.00 £212.00
Kel84 upgrade Kit ) Kelg4 ngrade e £100.00 5.00
PSU il power supply unit modute PSU - | ] £195.00 £167.00
PRE Ilcgre-amph iefr module . PRE - I - 95.00 £167.00
PHONO - Il phono staggf module (with valveg& . PHONOII o £110.00 95.00
PAS |l passive pre-amplifier module with 10K or 50K attenuator (pis specify) PAS Il ) - 15, £185.00
Moving Coil s eE‘uP transformers MC - step up (pair) - 7.00 66.00
KiT88 upgrade kit n KiT88 upgrade - £150.00 £130.00
KaT88 Valve integrated amplifier kit (with valves) KaT88(with valves) - £468.00 £399.00
KaT88 Valve mte%rated amplifier kit {without valves) KaT88(without valves) - £341.00 £291.00
KaT88 upgrade ki . X KaT88 upgrade - £140.00 £120.00
HD83 Valve Head%hone amplifier kit (with valves) . HD83 (with valves - £195.00 £167.00
Kel80 Valve Monobloc amplifier kit (with valves) - a pair Kel80 (with vaives - £649.00 £553.00
Kel80 Valve Monobloc amplifier kit {(without valves) - a pair_ Kel80 (without valves) - 72.00 £487.00
300B PSE Valve Monobloc amplifier kit (with valves) - a pair 300B PSE (with valves) | £1177.00 £1002.00
300B PSE Valve Monobloc amplifier kit {without valves) - a pair 300B PSE {no valves) q 75.00 £745.00
300B PSE Upgrade Kit - a pair 300B PSE upgrade kit J £150.00 £130.00
RO WS RES S T L T
loudspeaker kits order No. qty uk overseas
(inc vat & carmiage) (exc. vat & carriage)
KLS3 Goid mkll Drive Units KLS3G-D g £495.00 £422.00
KLS3 Gold mk Il Drive Units + Crossover Kit etc KLS3G-C Q £633.00 £539.00
KLS10 Drive Units KLS10D - £394.00 £336.00
KLS10 Drive Units + Crossover Kit etc KLS10C Q £433.00 £369.00
KLS10-Subwooter Drive Units KLS10-subD J £78.00 £67.00
KLS10 Drive Units + Crossover Kit etc KLS10-subC u £164.00 £140.00
. . . Snc vat & carriage) &exc. vat & carriage)
KiT/KaT6550 mains transformer 6550 mains T - 110.00 95.00
KiT34 mains transformer KiT34 - mains T o £100.00 £85.00
Kel84 E/l mains transformer Kel84 - mains T - £55.00 £47.00
Kel80 mains toroidal transformer(encapsulated) Kel80 - mains T - £83.00 £71.00
HD83 mains toroidal transformer HD83 - mains T. - £39.00 £34.00
PSU-Il mains toroidal transformer PSU-Il - maing T - 39.00 £34.00
300B PSE E/I mains transformer 300B - mains T (each) . £130.00 £111.00
KiT34 E/I choke KiT34 - choke - £45.00 £39.00
Kel84 E/l choke Kel84 - choke - £20.00 £17.00
KiT6550 choke KiT6550 choke - £45.00 £38.00
00B PSE choke 300B - choke ot £50.00 £43.00
PSU-II E/l choke PSU-choke - 20.00 £17.00
KiT34 E/I UL push pull output tranformer 34-0O/PT F;palr) . e £130.00 £110.00
Kel84 E/I g)us -pull output transformer Kel84 - O/P T (pair) - 8.00 5.00
Kit88/Kat88 E/| push-pull output transformer 88 - O/P T awf. = £143.00 £122.00
Kel80 E/l parallel-push-pull output transformer Kel80 - O/F T(pair - £187.00 £160.00
HD83 E/I single ended output transformer HD83 - O/P T{pair) . - 4.00 £80.00
Pre-Il E/| driver transformer PRE-II - driver T(pair) - 7.00 £66.50
300B PSE E/I output transtormer 300B - O/P T (each) - £140.00 £119.00
Kel84 Printed Circuit board Kelg84 - PCB ~ £24.00 £20.90
KiT88/KaT88 Printed Circuit Board 88 - PCB - £41.00 £35.15
Kel34 Printed Circuit Board Kel34 - PCB - £12.00 £11.40
Kel80 Printed Circuit Board Kel80 - PCB(pair) = £52.00 £44.65
HD83 Printed Circuit Board HD83 - PCB - £20.00 £17.00
PSU-II Printed Circuit Board PSU-Il - PCB - £20.00 £17.00
PRE-Il Printed Circuit Board PRE-I - PCB - £20.00 £17.00
PHONO-I| Printed Circuit Board PHONO-II - PCB o £20.00 £17.00
Tag board 2 x 16 connections (hard wirin%) TAG - £3.50 £3.00
Alps blue audio grade 50K dual log potentiometer ALPS - 50K - £14.00 £12.00
Alps blue audio ?rade_ 100K dual log potentiometer . ALPS - 100K b £14.00 £12.00
Stegped attenualor with resistor pack 10K of 50K (pls specify) Attenuator + resistor pack - £75.00 £65.00
LCR 22.5uF 440Vdc polypropylene capacitors LCR - 22.5U - £10.00 £8.50
Ansar 22.5uF 630Vdc polypropylene capacitors ANSAR - 22.5U - £18.00 £15.20
Jensen 0.47uF 630Vdc paper in oil capacitor JEN - 0.47U - £20.00 £17.00
Jensen 0.22ufF 630Vdc paper in oil capacitor JEN - 0.22U - £16.00 £14.00
Jensen 0.22uF, 400V paper in oil capacitor JEN - 0.22U, 400V m £12.00 £10.20
Black Gate 220uF 50Vdc electrolytic BG - 220U . £12.00 £10.20
Black Gate 4700uF 16Vdc electrolytic BG - 4700V - £16.00 £13.60
Black Gate 100uF 100Vde etectralytic BG - 100U o £10.00 £8.50
Black Gate 470uF 16Vdc electrolyfic BG - 470V - £8.00 £7.00
Black Gate 1000uF, 16V electrolytic BG - 1000U16V - £8.00 £6.80
Black Gate 100uF, 50V electrolyfic BG - 100U50 - £6.00 £5.20
650V safet¥_7 gloves (a pair) SAFETY GLOVES - £14.00 £12.00
2A3 PSE/6550/34 cage 2A3 PSE/34/6550 cage - £65.00 £55.00

Title Description Price (exc. Title Description Price (exc. Order from our Far East Distibutor:  Millenium Hi-Fi & AV
VAT + Carriage) VAT + Carriage)
1A40 40W EL34 integrated ~ £590.00 MBBO 80W EL34 monobloc  £1190.00 137 Jalan Pendekar 2, Taman Skudai Baru, 81300 Skudai, Johor DT, Malaysia

1A36  36W KT88 integrated £895.00 PA11  Valve pre-amplter £699.00
P20A 20W 5881 power amp £795.00 PH11  Vaive phono stage for PA11  £199.00

T ——

Tel: 07 554 5171 - Fax: 07 554 7645 - email:mha8@pd jaring.my

order information
NAME: Tel/Fax: 01908 218 836 o
ADDRESS: | enclose cheque/postal order for £__ _made payable
T ~  to World Audig Publishing Ltd. | wish to pay by Mastercard / Visa /Switch/ Solo
Please debit my account no:
POST CODE: I Hi i ( )
el e Expiry Date _ Signature:
TEL. (DAY): B (Switch/Solo only) Valid Date: Issue No.

Prices were correct at time of print, 01/01/02 they are subject to change ]
It you wish for a built rem, please phone for a quote / Valves included except where otherwise stated.)!f you would like a data sheet on any of the kits, please write a ‘D’ in the qty box m‘
R

WARNING - World Audio Publishing Ltd accept no responsibility for kits, pants or modifications made or supphied by third parties.Order on our website www.woridaudiodesign. co.uk
Pleas orm 1o: 5, N d 5,

|
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Electronics made Simpie

by lan Sinclatr

This books covers the basic theory and
principles of electronics. A good read
for the beginner

Code No 1420

€12.99 + €2.00 P&P (UK)

High-end Audio
Equipment

Build your own Electronic Test
Instruments

by Electktor

This book contains designs for 17
measuring instruments, seven generators
and analysers, ten miscellaneous instru-
ments and a number of test ancillaries
and auxiliaries. The designs range from a
simple multicore cable designs contain a
special printed circuit, drawing of which
are given in an appendix.

Code No. 1400

£15.95 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

The Beginner's Guide to Tube
Design

by Bruce Rozenblitz

This book takes a comprehensive look at
tube audio design. It explains how vacu-
um tubes work and how to design with
them. Rozenblit covers stabitisation and
testing, a description of 13 famous and
classic amps and preamps and how to
work effectively as a designer. A hands-
on guide to construction techniques,
tools and choosing components and
tubes is provided. 1997, 132pp., 81/2" x
11" Paper back

Code No. 1340

€15.50 + €2.25 P&P (UK)

WLOPY § WL

Vacuum Tube
Amplifiers

Audio Reality

by Bruce Ruzenbhitz

A fine read that investigates conductors,
skin effect, impedance. interconnects,
speaker cables, balanced lines, transmis-
sion lines, power cords. isolation trans-
formers, damping systems, tubes,
acoustics and much more. Also, Includes 6
excellent detaded valve design projects, 80watt
OTL2Swatt OTL, grounded grid pre-amp,
150watt amp., 6550 SE amp. and a ground-
ed grid cascode phono preamp.

Paperback 128pp

Code No 1640

Price 21.50 + 2.25 P&P (UK)

Radio Designers Handbook 4th Edition
by Fritz Langford-Semith
This is a dassic reference handbook for al
who are interested in the design and applica-
von of audo ampiifiers and radio receivers,
and deals with basic principles and the practical
design of all types of dassic audio amplifiers,
radio receivers and record-producing equip-
ment up to the invention of the transistor; cov-
ering vaives. valve testing, general theory and
audio and radio freq
power supplies, design of complete AM and
FM receivers, and reference information.
1498pp 216mm x | 38mm Hard back
Code No. 1 600
£39.99 + £6.00 P&P (UK)

The Williamson Amplifier

by D.T.N.Williamson.

Offers practical advice on how to build
and set up the amplifier for best results.
40pp 81/2'" x 11" Paper back
Code No. 1040

£9.95 + 150 P&P (UK)
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Build your own High-End Audio
Equipment

by Elecktor

Build your own High-End Audio equip-
ment contains construction projects for
solid state preamplifiers and power
amplifiers, acuve cross-over filters, an
active subwoofer, a mono/stereo
compressor and a headphone amplifier
Code No. 1390

£14.95 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

The LP is back

by Audio Amatures

Your complete guide to LP care and
maintenance designed to offer you every-
thing useful for those who love and enjoy
this older music medium. This covers the
theory and care of

LPs and the electronics and mechanics of
its players.

154pp Paperback

Code No.1620

£8.00 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

Vacum Tube Amplifiers

by Valley & Wallman

This book is a well known reference
valve text book and is assembied from
pieces by ten knowledgable authors. An
absolute bibie when it comes to valve
electronics.

734pp 140mm x 210mm
Paperback

Code 1770

€29.95 + (£ 4.00 P&P (UK)

An Approach to Audio Electronic
Valves in Audio Frequency
Amplifiers

by E. Rodenhuis

Originally published in 1954 by Philips,
this book encourages amp, builders to
experiment with design elements.
Discussing the use of valve data, the func-
tion of different amplifier stages and
includes detailed descriptions of eight
designs. A wealth of practical data, mea-
surements and interesting features will
be found. A very good read.
Paperback 147pp

Code No. 1520

Price £12,95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Valve & Transistor Audio Amplifiers
by J L Hood

This 1s | L Hood's greatest work yet,
describing the milestones that have
marked the development of audio
amplifiers, from the earliest valve amps
to the latest solid state design. It is the
complete world guide to audio amp
design. Other contents: active & passive
components, amplifiers, pre-amplifiers
and power supplies.

250pp., 156mm x 232mmPaperback
Code No. 1530

€20.99 + £3.50 P&P (UK)

Valve Amplifiers (second edition)
by Morgan Jones, Audio Engineer
This book allows those with a

limited knowledge of the field to under-
stand both the theory and the practice
of valve audio amplifier design, such that
they can analyse and modify circuits, and
rebuild an amplifier. Constructional
techniques are also provided so readers
can build from scratch designs that actu-

ally work,
488pp 6" x 91/4"Paper back
Code No. 1330

€25.99 + 3.50 P&P (UK)
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Radio-Valve
Technique

Practical Electronic Fault-Finding
and Troubleshooting

by Robin Pain

This book explains the basic techniques
needed to be a troubleshooter, using only
basic equipment: a digital multimeter and
an oscilloscope. Simple circuit examples
are used to illustrate principles and con-
cepts fundamental to the process of fault
finding.

240pp 235mm x 156mm Paperback
Code No. 1430

€20.99 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

The Joy of Audio Electronics

by Charles Hansen

This is a fail-safe guide to the pleasures of
hands-on electronic construction. This
book covers test and measurement pro-
jects, how to build simple kits, safety
issues, the workplace, theory and
resources. A must for the beginner who
plans to build more advanced electronic
projects in the future.

124pp Paperback

Code No.1650

€10.50 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

Mullard Tube Circuits for Audio
Amplifiers

Includes full designs for eleven power anc
control amps, including 5-20, using valves.
Begins with a four chapter tutorial on get
ting the best sound from valve amplifiers.
142pp 8" x 10" Paperback Code
1030

€13.95 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

Build your own Audio Valve
Amplifiers

by Rainer Zur Linde

This book covers construction projects
for preamplifers, power amplifiers and tw
amplifiers for musical instruments aimed
at the practical audio/hi-fi enthusiast, it
offers much information on the operatior
of electron tubes, while the first chapter
gives a short history of the thermionic
valve,

paperback, 251pp, 235mm x 13Imm
Code No.1320 £14.95 + 2,25 P&P (UK)

Fundamentals of Radio-Valve
Technique

J. Deketh

This is part of the philips technical series
written in 1947 it was one the most
authoritive and comprehensive treatment
of the nature and function of the vaccum
tube.

S34pp 6' x 9" Paper back

Code No. 1630

€21.50 + €2.50 P&P (UK)

by Luciano Marci

This book contains six excellent audio project
a high sensitivity speaker; a superb tube pre-arm
2 2A3 amplifier design.a project using the
Russian 6C33CB and two projects using 3008
as output vaives. Overall the book is 2 fabulou:
read,

62pp.paper back

book code 1750
£12.00 + £2.00 UK p*p
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FoR Manuale HI-F| a valvole Schemario 2°

o — An ltalian pubtication with all circuit dra-

gram in standard conformation, therefore,

all circuits are easy to follow.This book is

dedicated to self makers and to Hi-Fi wbe

by Steven

270pp 195mm x 264mm Paperback
Code no. 1740
£19.95 + £3.25 p+p UK

Testing Loudspeakers+

by Joe D'Appolito

Joe D’Appolito, loudspeaker designer and
consultant, has written the definitive text on
testing loudspeakers. Dr. D'Appolito brings
his expertise to the subject and provides
you with a hands-on discussion of testing
drivers and systems. He brings you the the-
ory and physics behind loudspeaker testing
in this volume.

Paperback

Code No. 1580
€24.95 + 2,50 P&P (UK)

of a reflex
loudspeaker.

and design.

engineers. With a wealth of circurt dia-
grams from some of the best valve ampli-
fiers, pre-amplifiers and phono equipment
producers in the world. including, Audio
Research, Altec, Conrad Johnson, Art
Audio, Luxman, Carver, Dynaco,
Electrovoice, Leak. MacIntosh, Marantz,
Quad, Radford. Quick Silver, numerous
OTL designs, Verdier.VTL and Western
Electic. Well worth the money.

208pp. 210mm x 300mm Paperback
Code No. 1720

£44.00 + £4.00 P&P (UK)

First in High Fidelity
The Products and History of H. ).
Leak & Co. Ltd,

Butlock On Boxes

by Robert M. Buliock Il

Using Thiele-Small parameters clearly, it
offers lots of helpful tables and graphs to get
to grips with the sizing of the box and port

72pp 81/2" x 11" Paperback
Code No. 1100
€12.95 + €2.00 P&P (UK)

Audio Amateur Loudspeaker Projects
A collection of the 25 best speaker articles
published i the Audio Amateur throughout
the 19/0s, this popular book is proof that
great designs are never out of date. This
volume 15 a rich source of theory, practice

135pp 8172” x | 1" Paperback
Code No. 1550
€16.95 + €2.50 P&P (UK)

This book 1s the unique and comprehensive
story about one of the world’s best high-
fidelity audio companies. Contained are 300
pictures, 30 circuit diagrams for classic
designs of the day. There are also numerous

VACUUM
TUBES

- raw
nwiss

Theary & Besige
OF
LOUDSPEAKER

ENCLOSUNES

Getting the most out of Vacuum
Tubes

by Robert B. Tomer

From the cover, "Types and causes of tube
failures, what to expect from tubes, testing
methods and all about tube maintenance
programs.” This book is intended to offer
explanations of why tubes fail and what to
do about it. Discussions of catastrophic and
degeneratve failures: selecung tubes and
tube types and testing and predicting tube
performarnce.

160pp 140mm x 216mm

Paperback,

Code No. 1710

€13.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Basic Theory and Application of
Electron Tubes

A US Army & Navy Publication

This book is an excellent introducuon into
valves. It does just about everything its utle
suggests. Wricten in 1957 1t was used by
the US military as a text book in their
electronis department. Superbly written it
containns all you need to know.

215pp

200mm x 260mm Paperback

book code 1760

€17.95 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

Electrostatic Loudspeaker Design and
Construction

by Ronald Wagner

Step by step guide to the design and con-
struction of a full range electrostatic loud-
speaker, including basic operaung principles.
Strongly recommended for those wanting
to either build, repair and/or restore, or
who are just interested in electrostatics.
243pp 7" x 9 5/8’° Paperback

Code No. 1080

€16.95 + (3.25 P&P (UK)

Theory and Design of Loudspeaker
Enclosures

by ). E. Benson

Covers infinite bafle, reflex, passive radiator
etc. in great detail with a highly mathematical
approach, making it unsuitable for beginners
but highly authoritative for experienced
designers.

244pp 6" x 9" Paperback

Code: | 140

€23.95 + €2.50 P&P (UK)

Loudspeakers: The Why and How uf
Good Reproduction

by G.A. Briggs

An #asy to uhderstand book o building
loudspeakers, using empirical techniques
that pre-date computer analysis. Strongly
recommended for beginners.

88pp 51/2" x 81/2” Paperback
Code: 1070

€10.95 + €1.50 P&P (UK)

PSYCHORCOUSTICS

ON OFFER!!!

Modern High-End Valve Amplifiers
Based on Toroidal Output
Transformers

by Menno van der Veen

Explains the whys and wherefores of
toroidal output transformers at various
technical levels. Discussed extensively
within this book are designs for
amplifiers from 10 to 100 watts. Finally,
the author gives some attention to a
number of special valve amplifiers, and to
the theory and practice of negative
feedback.

250pp 170mm x 240mm

Hard back

Code No. 1670

£24.95 + £2.50 P+P (UK)

Sylvania Technical Manual

by Sylvania Electric Products Inc.
This 13th edition contains data on more
than 3300 electron tubes and semicon-
ductor devices. Reprinted here without
the TV picture tube section, this manual
contains detailed information on
Sytvania's devices including charts and
diagrams. A master index is found in the
front of the book for reference.

516pp | 40mm x 21 6mm Paper back
Code No, 1700

€16.95 + £3.50 UK p+p

The Loudspeaker Design
Cookbook, éth edition (new) -

by Vance Dickason

This best sefler offers up-to-date design
information for the home constructor. It
uses modern Thiele-Small theory and
parameters.

288pp 81/2” x 111/2" Paperback
Code No. 1090

€29.50 + €4.00 P&P (UK)

Homn Loudspeaker Design

by Mr ). Dinsdale

A collection of papers by Mr ). Dinsdale, that
discuss the design and theory of thes wonder-
ful breed of ioudspeaker. The book contains
detailed drawings of numerous design. indud-
the book s a 3.Sinch floppy disc with straight
forward software to assist in the design
process.A serious reference for those with an
interest in homn speakers.

11 2pp paper badd & 3.5 Soppy disc
210mm x 300mm

Code: 1730

€29.50 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

Acoustics & Psychoacoustics 2nd Edition
by David M. Howard & James Angus

An introduction to acoustics, covering hurman
prrception of sound, notes ad harmony musi-
cal dynamics, timbre of musical instruments,
acoustic model for musical instruments, hear-
ng music different envronments, deceiving the
VApp 244 x 189

paperback
Code: 1370
£29.99 + £3.50 P&P (UK)
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Choice hi-fi make it easy for
you to fulfill your sonic
dreams. Quality hi-fi is not just
about expensive brandnames.
It’s about aspiring to the very
best sound, about choosing
your ideal system from the
widest selection in the country,
in a unique no-pressure
environment.

yourchoice

*Acoustic Energy

* Advantage

+ATC

«Audible lllusions

* Audio Physic

*B.AT

* Boulder

*Bryston

«Cary

«C.AT

*Chord

*Clear Audio

*Denon

*DNM

« Egglaston Works

*Etectrograph Delphi

* Genelec

*Gryphon

*Graham

*imerge

*jJ M Lab

“Krell

«Lexicon

*Linn

*Loewe

* Lutron

“Lyra

*Mark Levinson

*Michell Eng.

* Musical Figelity

*Naim

*NEC

*Nordost

* Oracle

*Ortofon

* Plinius

*P.M.C.

*Primare

*Project

* Quadraspire

*REL

*Rockport

* Roksan

*Rotel

* Ruark

+Seleco

.SNEI ht Wi
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A

“The Best in New, Second Hand and X-Dem E

Kenwood L 1000C pre/ L100OM Power Amp
Pioneer A300 Int

Exposure VIl pre + Xii psu

Cyrus Dac Master & Cyrus Disc Master
Harmon Kardon AVPI

Cary 572 se Monoblocks

B chismonth

POWER AMPLIFIERS
Bryston 4 BST

Musical Fidelity A 300 int
Musical Fidelity A370 mk I
Krell FPB 600

Krell FPB 250M Monoblocks

PRE AMPLIFIERS
AVI $2000 MP remote pre

LOUDSPEAKERS
ATC SCM 20A

Audio Physic Avanti lll X-dem
Dynaudio Contour |.3 + stds
Sonus Faber Concerto + stds
Genelec 205 Active Monitors
Audio Physic Caldera

CD PLAYERS & DACS
Wadia WT 3200 Transport AT&T
Wadia X 64.4 AT&T/ Bal

TURNTABLES, ANALOGUE, VAR!I

Marantz ST17 Tuner

Adjuster_Racks (Aluminium/ Perspex)
Musical Fidelity x Cans

DPA Mains Conditioner

PLASMA MONITORS
Panasonic TH-42 PWD4

Pov < - MU

Krell KSA 250

Krell Kav 250a

Krell 300i Integrated

Audio Research M300 Monoblocks
Naim Nap

Krell MDA 300

Oracle $3000 Integrated amplifier
Bryston 7 BST Monoblocks
Cary SLA 70 mk iI Silver

Linn LK 100

Boulder 500 AE

Acuphase E203 Integrated Amp
Melos 402 Monoblocks

Krell FPB 300

Linn Klassik

Boulder 1060 Power ¢

Cary Audio 300 SE Sig. WE300B
Primare 30.1 mk Ii Integrated
Plinius SA100 “new

Kreil 250 A/3 3 Chanel amp
Graff GM

Car ]

Audio Research Ref 600 mk Il
YBA Passion Monoblocks
YBA Passion Stereo new
Krell FPB 300c

Sunfire 300 Power Amp
Plinius 250 mk IV "new”
Audio Note Kasi

Cary 805 C Monoblocks
Krell FPB 600 ¢

B components

AY COMPONENTS

Krell HTS (AV Processor)

Audio Refinement Pre 5 "new

Audio Refinement Multi 5 (Power) new
Lexicon MC1 "new”

Lexicon MC12 "new”

O

HOME
CINEMA

R -

Our
Price

£795.00
£90.

Origina
Retail Price

£2,500.00
£180.00

£1,200.00
£1,798.00

£ -
£2,350.00

£295.00

£6,995.00
£3,698.00
£2,550.00
£12,000.00

v £8,995.00
1 £5,995.00
£9.998.00
£2,400.00

£12,495.00 £30,000.00
£01, Dem £8,250.00
£9.995.00 £14.994.00

£4,495.00
£O0n Dem
£0n Dem
£3,500.00
£0n Dem

£6,498.00

TELEVISIONS & DVD PLAYERS BY LOEWE

Loewe Xemix DVD "new
Loewe Aconda

Loewe Planus + Std

Loewe Xelos + Std

Loewe L2A Active Speakers

PLASMAS/LCD/PROJECTORS
From NEC/ Panasonic/Pioneer/Sharp
Electrograph Delphi/Seleco/Sony/Sanyo

B plifiers

Audio Research SP9 mk i|

Mark Levinson 380 S

Audio Research LS3B (Black/ remote)
Krell KRC 2

CAT SL| Sig Pre Amp

Hovland HP100 Line Pre

Audio Synthesis Passion 8M bal/ remote
BAT E

Krell KSL 2 Pre
SLP98L Remote Pre
BAT VK5i + remote

£0n Dem  £495.00
A

~&

MULTIROOM
INSTALL

Cary SLP 74 pre

Boulder 1012 (pre amp/ 24.96 dac/ Phono)
TnloFk?Ol Pre

Krell KSL + Phono

YBA | Alpha Pre mm/mc + psu

YBA Passion Pre + mc v

Boulder 2010 Pre

Plinius 16L "new”

C.A.T. ultimate reference Pre Amp Inc/ Phono
Audible lllusions P3A Pre MM/MC mk Il "new”
Mark Levinson No 28

Naim 42.5

SRR speakers

Proac Resgonse 3 (Black)
Kef Ref 3 Pallisander
Audio Physic Virgo I
Proac Response 1 sc
Audio Physic Virgo Iil
Apogee Stage

Wilson System 5.1
Acoustic Research LST

Thiel 7.2

ATC SCM 20 SL (Black)

Soundlab A3 Plus

{/M Lab Utopia (Ex Dem)
ienna Acoustics Mozart

Audio Plan Contrast 3

Avalon Ascents

M Lab Micro Utopia + Std
M Lab Mini Utopia + Std
M Lab Mezzo Utopia

Audio Physic Tempo Ill 'new

Naim SBL's

ClaraVox Magnifica

Ensemble Speakers PA|

Audio Physic Caldera

Audio Physic Libra

Audio Physic Rhea Sub

Audio Physic Spark "new

Rogers LS55 "new”

(S Dplayers Yy

Micromega Duo CD 3

Wadia 860 x

D.PA. Enlightenment DAC

Theta Pro Gen

YBA CD | Delta v

Audio Aero new

Meridian 508 (24/96)

Oracle CD1000 Transport

Tag Maclaren CD220

Audio Lab 8000 DAX

Mark Levinson 30.5/ 31

Mark Levinson 31/35

Oracle CD2000 Transport

Sony CDPRI/ DAS Rt

Krell KPS 25s 24/96

Audiomeca Kreatura Transport/ Elexir DAC
Acuphase DP70V

Acuphase 90/91

YBA CD Speciale

Audio Refinement CD Complete
Boulder 2020 dac

Krell KPS 25sc

Theta Data |l Transport AT + link
YBA CD Integre

(g

new

BUY/SELL

£695.00
£0n Dem
£495.00
£1,295.00
£0n Dem
£On Dem
£POA
£0n Dem
£0On Dem
£0n Dem
£1,295.00
£150.00

X-demo
£1,850.00
£On Dem
£330.00

£0n De
£995.00
£995.00
£9.995.00
£5,995.00

D
m

£2.995.00
£14,995.00
£1295.00 *

£PO.A.
£18,995.00
£1,995.00
£0n Dem

BRI  2n:0que

Krell Kav Processor

Transparent Music Link Ultra XL
Cardas Golden Ref 8ft Pair

SME 30/2 A "new

Pierre Lurne |1/ SL5

Michel Iso Phono + Hera
Goldmund Reference/ T3F
Ortofon Kontrapunkt a/b "new

Michell Gyro SE/ RB300 "new
Elemental 4 Tier (Fixed)

Roksan Shiraz

Michell Orbe/QC

Audio Synthesis Phono Eq mm/mc
Voyd Valdi/ Orion

Gryphon Phono Pre-Amp (dual mono) Head Amp

Parasound TQ 1600 (remote tuner)
SME Series V Arm

Wilson Benesch Act 2

Rotel Michi Phono

Rockport System Il c/w Air stand, vac hold & arm

Musical Surroundings Phonomena Phono Stage
Pink Triangle PTToo SA/RB300S/W
Plinius 14 Phono "new

Transparent Audio Music Wave Ultra XL Bi-Wire

Cary PH301 MM/MC
Nackamichi DR 3
Tom Evans - The Groove ‘new

Clear Audio Reference Mc phono stage X-demo

Rega Planer 3 + Hi Fi News Out Board
Power Slapply

Clear Audio Symphono phono stage
X-demo MM/MC

Lavardin Reference Phono “new

* Reduced this month

£6,500.00
£995.00
£995.00
£9,850.00
£1,695.00
£325.00
£8,995.00
£0n Dem

£0n Dem
£1,295.00
£450.00
£1,495.00
£795.00
£695.00
£795.00
£295.00
£995.00
£895.00
£695.00
£18.000.00
£495.00
£795.00
£0n Dem
£2,100.00
£895.00
£225.00
£0n Dem
£1,695.00

£320.00
£640.00
£0n De

quipment”

0.00
000.00
995.00

£-
£4,900.00
£5,595.00
£30,000.00
£3,200.00
£5,750.00
£3,140.00

£4.000.00
£450.00

£1.5
£13,
£

£3,250.00
£2,900.00
£3,200.00
£1,295.00
£4,000.00

£ -
£18.00000
£14.000.00

£2,000.00
£10,000.00
£4,799.00
£3.099.00
£1,749.00
£430.00

£1,795.00
£7.500.00
£825.00
£1.295.00
£4,000.00
£3,500.00
£2.250.00
£3,950.00
£1.500.00
£1.600.00
£24,000.00
£17.000.00
£7,500.00
£6,000.00
£22.500.00
22.800400

£24,000.00
£23,498.00
£4.000.00
£1.195.00

£14,000.00
£2,100.00
£2,200.00
£12,289.00
£4,000.00
£495.00
£30.000.00
£500.00
1€750.00
£1,100.00
£2,000.00
£1,000.00
£2.200.00
£ -

B o
£1,600.00
£400.00
£1,650.00
£1,400.00
£1,200.00
£33,000.0C
£ -

£ -
£2,750.00
£4.000.00
£1,695.00
£400.00
£1,795.00
£2.065.00

£423.00

£740.00
£2,500.00

1:020 8392 1959&- 020 8392 1963

.com

fax:020 8392

1994

info@choice-hifi

Open from I0am to épm Mon-Sat and other times by appointment.
Buy, sell, exchange quality hi-fi equipment,
(Weirtd Radio Hisiory t t
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veryone knows that blue-laser

technology exists," he said.

"We've decided that it's best to
announce our technology agreement
early on, in order to avoid confusion
and speculation." | had to smile at this
comment, because since Jan Qosterveld
of Philips made it there's been a torrent
of speculation about Blu-ray.As for con-
fusion, there’s so much of that right
now it couldn’t get any worse. Or could
it? With frightening predictions that Blu-
ray could hit the market in 2003, just
one year's time, one report I've seen
has already accused the consumer elec-
tronics industry of canni-
balism: “they’re doing
what they like to do — eat

their young!” This is good,

torrid journalism, but

with Blu-ray the writer has

a point. just as people around the world
have decided DVD is for them the CE
business suddenly announces its succes-
sor, suggesting it is all over for DVD
just as it was gaining life. | know the CE
business can get it a little wrong at
times, but this wrong? | suspected Blu-
ray was not about to appear in one
year’s time and soon found, after a few
strategic telephone calls, that all sorts
of complications and accusations lie
behind this story.

Blu-ray is a new recordable video
disc, the size of a CD and able to store
a massive 27GB of information. That's
way above CD’s 0.6GB and DVD’s
4.7GB. On paper it looks like Blu-ray is
a potential successor to DVD - but I'm
assured it is not, so let’s take a look at
this. Whilst the only person enthusiastic
about digital TV in Britain is a monkey
and his mate, there’s little talk of trying
to get people to watch anything more
complex, especially digital HDTV. In
America the picture is very different.
There, the plan is to roll out digital TV
progressively and switch off all analogue
transmissions by 2006. This represents a
bonanza for the world’s TV makers, so
understandably they're busy developing
everything from TVs through to new
video recorders to cope.

Recordable DVD as it stands can't
readily cope with anything more
demanding than conventional TV. It uses
a single-layer, single-sided disc of 4.7GB
capacity that can just manage 2hrs TV
at a quality level that | have found to be

pretty mediocre. Playback-only DVD
discs can be stretched to 9GB of
storage using a double layer disc, or
even |8GB with a double-sided double
layer disc, so they may well be
satisfactory for high quality pre-
recorded movies, but this precludes
them from home recording use.

The race is on for a recording
system both more capable and less
confusing than DVD.We now have
three recordable DVD formats: DVD-
RAM, DVD-RW and DVD+RW.They
should all produce a playable (i.e.

compatible) DVD disc, but they do not.

I On paper it looks like

Blu-ray is a potential
successor to DVD.

The Japanese DVD forum, led by
Toshiba, fouled up on this, which has
muddied the waters no end. it has also
encouraged speculation that Blu-ray is
an attempt to launch a more advanced
and compatible video recording system
that eliminates the confusion
surrounding recordable DVD. Nine
manufacturers have formed an
independent group outside the DVD
forum to promote Blu-ray: Hitachi, LG
Electronics, Matsushita (Panasonic,
Technics), Pioneer, Philips, Samsung,
Sharp, Sony and Thomson Multimedia.
Meanwhile, the DVD forum continues
to plan its own, new higher capacity
formats. It was pointed out to me that
it is not in the interests of companies
developing Blu-ray to provide any
sustenance to recordable DVD, hence
the rumours of Blu-ray becoming
available in just one year.The idea is
to discourage people from buying
recordable DVD of course. My
source said it will be more like 4
years before Blu-ray recorders
appear, although | wonder whether
that might be a little pessimistic.

| somehow can't help feeling we'li
see the technology before this, but
there are some problems. The main
one 1§ cost. Blu-ray would require
significant investment by disc pressing
plants, because the system uses a
blue-violet 405nm wavelength laser
instead of DVD’s 650nm red laser. Its
shorter wavelength means the

grooves and pits can be shrunk

down, greatly increasing disc capacity.
Disc pressing equipment would have to
be updated and there’s resistance to
this from film companies.

Also, the disc is protected by a caddy,
which historically increases media cost.
Both DVD-RAM and Minidisc have
suffered because of this.

All in all, Blu-ray recorders and
discs will be more expensive than
DVDs, that's for sure, and traditionally
the total ownership cost of a medium
has been a key issue determining its
acceptance.

What about audio? So far the audio
soundtrack standard is a little odd,
providing up to six channels of conven-
tional surround-sound, sampled at
48kHz with up to 24-bit resolution. |
am a bit surprised they didn't go for
24/96 here, to rival DVD. Using the full
data capacity of the disc, audio of
virtually any resolution could be
recorded of course and a Blu-ray
recorder may well be able to play back
all audio formats, from CD through to
DVD-A. I don't think Blu-ray is about to
hit the streets tomorrow in any form
you or | would find practical or
affordable, but there’s going to be
plenty of speculation and confusion
about it after February’s

announcement. @
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INTEGRITY

New! Sugden's Masterclass

“© -~
/

ATC Integrated amp

New! Levinson No 383

New! Gryphon’s Callisto

ATC

Art Audio

Art Loudspeakers
EAR

The GRYPHON
JPSLabs

Mark Levinson
MICHELL
ProAc

Revel

SME

Simon Yorke
SUGDEN
ZINGALI

The man who seeks the cheapest price will get what he bargains for. Contacting The Audio Salon avoids the

costly mistakes and disappointments. People have been doing it since 1979. Sound investments are the current

crop of integrated amplifiers, and we can compare and contrast separate pre- and power amps from the world's

most successful brands.

Why compromise? From £890 to £2,990 you can
enjoy Sugden’s latest integrated amplifiers, Class A
solid state all the way to full power. ATC's 150watt per
channel amplifier has been acclaimed in many
reviews and needs no introduction here; at £2,375
value is high. New to the UK is The Gryphon from
Denmark. The Callisto integrated amplifier combines
software operating with sonic purity and detail from
£3,600 to £4,800 (200 watts per channel, doubling
with lower loads). Or maybe you will seek the
ultimate in integrity, Mark Levinson's first and the
only, dual monaural, five power supply, software-
upgradeable and utterly magnificent project No 383.

Seriously underpriced, hewn from solid, at £5,995.

We have the best amplifiers for you ... and CD
players ... and speakers. And what's more, we
specialise in the art and science of unleashing the
high performance from these components: mains
cords and audio cables, without which you are
running any music system on three pistons.

Experience counts.

e
e i —

TRY AN £800 INTERCONNECT IN YOUR
SYSTEM AND KEEP IT FOR ONLY £125

badged interconnect froman internationally renowned
audio designer. Stratos is now in its eighth year and series 3.
' Much copied, but very much ahead of the pack as you can

readily hear for Yourself with our innovative and original
| challenge.

|

| :

| Audio Salon is exclusive outlet for AudioSource, our own
|

Enjoy the up-market sonorities (purity and detail, rather
| than a mere sonic character from a commercial cable) from
! atrue XLR (Chassis with separate Line and Return) as used
{ by the pros! In our regular single-ended (RCA) interconnect,
‘ yo.u 8et separate Left and Right thus configured, with RF
| rejecting braid drained at source to the cold (return) line.

‘ These are made from unprecedented 8 noughrs purity

| copper, eIec!romagnelicalIy annealed, 140 strands. 0.ur

own phono plugs are sim ply the best made: machined from
solid phosphor bronze and direct gold-plated for optimum

| long-term signal transfer. Full information on request. Now
‘ supplied fully run-in for 14 day home trial, £99 for 0.5

.‘ metre, £125 for 1.0 metre, for RCA or fully-balanced; digital
! cords cost only £69 and £49 (0.5 metre), please state

| termination.

| S

|

N

|

PRE-OWNED & EX-DEMO EQUIPMENT

NEW OURS

NEW  OURS

AMPLIFIERS

TAND e ﬂ%ﬂﬂmﬁ‘-
Townshend’s original Seismic Sink ATC [S‘I‘Xﬁlo Diavolo-SEé WE i ggg gg: %U‘ﬁD 66 P[fe'ﬂ“? 5(1)5 power amp
ix-tier, si A -150 Integrated amplifier 1th remote contro
SIEUREZEENEITEs 1600 &30 Audio Note P4 mgnoblocksp SimAudio Moon 1-5 Integrated amp, remote
ANALOGUE 6 months use, Black Gates, 2 matched pairs 70 wpc, boxed, mint, as new 2995 1450
Rock Reference Turntable dlassic 1500 new Western Electric 300B 5845 2995 URROUND AN
with latest spec. Excalibur arm The Source e ST ’ New, and not grey imports!
.- . with volume control 2500 1250 Sony SCD-XB770
(black ash) with 3-D PSU classic 450 Balanced Audio Technologies VK-200 At this price, you can afford a dedicated
Fine high-end on a budget Ex-dem, gem, 2 X 100 watts into 8ohm 3250 1750 CD and dedicated SACD 399 359
Concordant Excelsior pre-amp Classic 550 Linn Classik DVD/C1)/CD-R player
Copland CSA8 integrated amp (Ex-Dem) Black/ silver/Pastel blue/white/green
New, boxed, full warranty 999 475  5x75wpc, AM/FM tuner

Dawvid Manley The RefDAC Linn LK-100 power amps (3 available) 650 295 Dolby Digital, Prol.ogic and DTS 5.1 1995 POA
The reference valve DAC 5995 1995 A\'V}aft i&evjnson gggg’m'ﬂmp gggg 582
Mark Levinson 31.5 CD Transport ‘“ark L::E:?): 333 g:f:?n‘: . Castle Howards (Cherry) mint, boxed
The world's finest CD turntable 9995 POA ‘35?;\ Pt Op() 00 I 8500 3995 As new, virtually new 1400 750
Mark Levinson No 39 CD Processor VPIC' l'lg“ll'm' - vi - Living Voice Auditorium (Cherry) 1495 850
Integrated DAC and Analogue volume 5249 POA A i - Jamo Concert 8 (Cherry)

gratec gU Integrated Amp, boxed, unused 2974 2550 Cherry, boxed, as new (2 years old) 1400 700
S Sl e 4495 2230 Mint but used sample Magneplanar SMGa with Midas Pedestals
Musical Fidelity 3-D - rare, limited ed, (see also matching CD Player) 2974 2250 Original boxes, (Oak/white grille) 995 650
Unused, bought by speculator!! 2990 2750 Musical Fidelity X-A50 monoblock pair Zingali Overture .45 (Walnut)
Wadia 20 CD Transport 3995 2250 With daisy-chaining for bi-amping, mint, boxed 495 325 Brand new but transit dented corner 4650 2950

Tel : 0141 357 5700 « Fax:014

5 Crown Ter ruce, Hyndland, Glasgow G12 9HA Scotland

762 « E Mail Info@audiosalon ¢

uk




Lcolumn

‘ ‘ he C.D player’s there for

I when I'm doing the iron-

ing”. Not my words, but

those of a customer of mine. Over the
years I've seen him gradually upgrade
his system. It began with the most basic
NAD turntable in the form of the leg-
endary “bouncy” 5120, a Cambridge
P25 amplifier and Mission’s classic 760
loudspeakers. All in all then an icono-
clastic starter system of the early
1990s if ever there was one.

A decade later the system now
comprises of a near range topping
Nottingham Analogue turntable, Croft
and Musical Fidelity amplifi-
cation and Celestion’s
mighty A3 floorstanders.

He also has a Pioneer
Precision CD player but,

halves to each concert or gig, for a
start, plus there's always some sort of
small distraction for the mind to filter
out. It might be coughing, sneezing or
chattering at the concert, and the odd
pop, click and a touch of surface noise
from the LP.

When it comes to relaxing to
music, as an activity in itself rather than
simply a background distraction, an LP
takes some beating. Imagine my horror
then as | read about HitClip (World
editorial column March 2002). This is
the total antithesis of the LP.The music
is squeezed into mono and chopped

R To see proof of this

just look at how many
DJs are still reluctant

as he says. its the vinyl that - tg gjve up their decks in favour

really gets the attention
and bucks lavished upon it.
Chatting about his lat-
est upgrade, he told me that he was
starting to buy far more albums on
vinyl. He was finding that the ideal way
to relax to music wasn't via a CD - lit-
tle surprise there really - but also he
had, until quite recently, been very
much a singles man when he began to
discover the true allure of a decent
vinyl album.
| won't even begin to rake over the
embers of the CD versus vinyl sound
quality debate but | must just say that,
sound quality aside, there is something
innately right about a record’s struc-
ture and composition. It’s split into two
sides of course, and the fength of each
side seems to have been designed to
perfection; time enough to captivate,
but not so long as to bore the listener.
The break in the middle is also ideal as
it allows for a quick tea break, bladder
release or a little silent contemplation.
Furthermore one can cue through
various sections of a record far faster
and with greater confidence than with
any digital format, or for that matter,
that other double-sided special, the
compact rassette For proof of this just
look at how many DJs are reluctant to
give up their decks in favour of digital.
This aside, the ultimate musical
experience for most people is still a
live concert, and it's not hard to see
how the record apes many of the con-
cert experiences. There are usually two

of digital.

down to the laughable length of 60
seconds. Well, it would be laughable
were it not true. What possible sense
of well being can be derived from 60
seconds of compressed music is truly
beyond me. It’s bad enough to have to
endure it within a short lift journey, let
alone being asked to pay for the
irritating experience.

| suppose this shouldn’t come as a
surprise as Britain has always had a
“singles” culture. Singles rather than
albums are the prime format for
promotion on radio and TV. Top Of
The Pops and Top 40 shows across the
land focus upon singles and not albums.
As someone whose singles collection
numbers approximately three, I've
never really seen the point of them.
Three to five minutes really isn't time
to relax to music, and | have little
desire to hear the “radio”,"“remix” and
“X-rated"” versions of exactly the same
song in quick succession. | can see the
point of twelve inch singles for Djs but,
other than that, why not stick with the
album? If | wanted to read a book |
wouldn't simply buy a random chapter!

Of course there can be a delay
between single and album releases, and
the more cynical side of me can’t help
but feel it's a ploy by record companies
to milk out every last penny from the
music buying public. As has already
been discussed in these pages, the

advent of HitClip merely provides yet
another spin off for the record
producers.

Perhaps such comical measures
shouldn’t come as too much of a
surprise with such a sense of
desperation amongst parts of the music
industry. EMI, who recently laid off
1800 employees, blamed their recent
hard times upon increased piracy
primarily, but not wholly, due to the
Internet. HitClip is a means of clawing
back revenue lost to the piracy
Internet sites.

Whilst | have absolutely no qualms
about EMI and others in the record
industry attempting to do something
about their predicament, | can’t help
but think that they may have become
preoccupied to the point of distraction
with copyright issues. Perhaps it’s time
they began to focus more upon the
quality of their artists, and particularly
the quality of their recordings. This way
more of us may actually choose to take
the time to listen to music, rather than
it being something that’s merely “on” as
we do the ironing. @
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WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS

A selection of our ever changing offers for sale Equivalent Sale
(all fully guaranteed New Price  Price
AMPLIFIERS

Audio Research SP-1 | Mk. Il Valve Pre-Amp. (Fully-Variable Phono-Stage)

{Two-Box) MINT 6000.00  1895.00
Naim NAP-250 Power-Amp.(New Style} MINT 1855.00 PO.A.
Naim Flat-Cap PS.U. MINT / Boxed 450.00  279.95
Pioneer A-300R Precision (Phono-Stage / Remote) MINT 400.00  229.95
Tube Technology Seer-t Pre. /Unisys Power.(2 x 30 Watts Valve Amplifier)

MINT / As New / Boxed/ Manuals 2035.00 1195.00
A.V.. S-2000P Pre-Amp. / S2000M Mono-Biocs.(2 x 150 Watts / Remote Control)

MINT / Manuals 2350.00  995.00
Revox B-250 (2 x 150 Watts int. Amp. With Full Remote-Control}

MINT / Boxed / Manuals 1200.00  4s50.00
Micromega Tempo | Int.(2 x 50 Watts) MINT / Manuals 700.00  319.95
Onkyo A8170 Int(2 x 100 Watts / MM./ M.C. Phono-Stage) VGC / Boxed / Manuals N/A 12995
Meridian {0tB Pre-amp.(Black) (M.M. Phono-Boards) MINT N/A 11995
Exposure Xil Pre./ Xil Power Supply MINT / Boxed| 1300.00  495.00
Rotel RB-956 AX(6-Chaninel Power-Amp.} MINT / Boxed / Manuals 350.00  169.95
Arcam Alpha Il Int. Amp.VGC 200.00 99.95
Q.E.D.A-230 Int./ Phono-Stage(Matching Tuner Available} VGC / Manuals 180.00 7995

PRODUCT OF THE MONTH
Naiim NAC-82 Pre-Amp.(Phono)Moving-Coil Boards
MINT Condition With Manuals and Snaic.
Equivalant New Price £2,520.00
Affordable-Audio Price @ £1395.00

RECORDING EQUIPMENT

JVC XD-250Z D.A.T. Recorder Fair C. 800.00 +  229.95
Rotel RD-865(2-Motor / HX-Pro) MINT / Boxed 230.00 99.95
Technics RS-B405( DBX Etc:) VGC / Manuals 200.00 69.95
Teac X-3 Reel to Reel (4-Track)(3-Head) (Including Quantity Of Tapes) MINT N/A 129.95

DIGITAL

Linn Mimik (Remote / Digial-Out) VGC 875.00 39995

Audio Alcherry Digital-Drive-Engine1 0 / Power-Szation | DAC. MINT / As New / Boxed 60000 28995
Meridian 208 C.D./ Pre-Amp. MINT / Boxed 10000 47995
Cambndge Drscmagic / Dacmagi i(Two-Box Remoe C.D) MINT / Boxed / Mancas 45000 19995
Creek DAC-60(20-Bt DA CY)VGC 60000 16995
Rotel RCD 965 BX Remote (Digiak-Out Eec) VGC / Boxed / Manuals 35000 14995
Marartz CD-52 SE Remote VGC 45000 10995
Masion DAD-5 / DAC-5 (Two-Box Player) MINT 60000 17995
Philips CD-730 Remote MINT / Manuals 15000 8995

affordable-audio will happily "build" Systems to your indi-
vidual requirements, and if you purchase three or more
components, i.e. (C.D. Player, Amplifier, & Loudspeakers), we
will give you a *15% Discount on the total price! Please
enquire for further details.
*(Does Not Apply To Commission-Based Sales)

Audiolab 8000T FM./AM.Tuner MINT /Manuals 750.00 399.95
A&R (Arcam) T-21 FM.Tuner With Pre-Sets VGC N/A 69.95
Rotel RT-820L 3-Band Tuner VGC N/A 49.95

(Northampton) Pre-Owned Hi-Fi Specialists

168 Wellingborough Road Northampton NN1 4DU
Tel / Fax: (01604) 231261 or (01933 273281 Evening) Mobile (07770) 877893

NI  just compare OUr prices for the BEST deals. E

A selection of our ever changing offers for sale Equivalent Sale
(all fully guaranteed New Price  Price
TURNTABLES

Voyd (The Voyd) ciw Helios Orion Sitver

Wired Tonearm / Koetsu Black M.C. (Standard PSU) VGC / Manuals (May Spiit) 280000  995.00
Michell Gyrodek c/w Roksan Artamez Tonearm / AT. OC-9 Moving-Coit MINT 245000  995.00
Linn Axis / Basik Plus /Ortofon FF-10EVGC 600.00 29995
Dual CS-505 | C/W Ortofon MM. Cartridge G/C 20000+ 7995
Technics St-L20(Linear-Tracking Turntable / Cartridge} VGC / Manuals N/A 7995
Shure M-75ED Type |l Mag. Cartridge{Elliptical) MINT / Boxed N/A 1500
Shure M-75E) Type Il Mag. Cartridge(Spherical) MINT / Boxed N/A 1000
Monacor SPR (M.M. Phono-Stage) NEW / Excellent Value N/A 2995

(Lots of Vinyl in Stock and atways WANTED) (Record-Cleaning Service Avallable)
Your Records Cleaned to Perfection on Moth Machine For £1.00 Each including New Inner-Sleeve.
(Maxamum 10 at a time please} ... Turntables / Tonearms / Cartridges (MM./ M.C) "Urgendy” Required...
. Also any "interesting" Vinyl Accessories. Clamps, Protractors, Stylus Scales, Cleaning Devices etc:

LOUDSPEAKERS

Ruark Equinox (Piano-Black) MINT 200000 99500
Sonus Faber Minima Amator MINT / Boxed Manuals 156600 89995
Loth X ien 3 / Stands mint (With Stands) 130000  695.00
Chario Syntar 100T Roorstanders GC §50.00 26995
Rogers LS-5 100 Watts Monitors (Polypropolene Drivers) MINT / Manuals 350.00 16995
Monitor Audio R-252 (Walnut)With Linn index Stands G/C / Boxed 300.00 + 8995
Wharfedale Valdus 400 SE (Light Walnut) MINT / Boxed /Manuals 200.00 12995
AV Positron Il (Cherry) MINT / Boxed / Manuals 100000 595.00
TDL Studio One (Transmission-Line Monitors) VGC 65000 32995
Tannoy P-30 Precision (Cherry) MINT 600.00 36995
Genexxa Pro.LX-5 (Linaeum Twecters) VGC / Boxed / Manuals 160.00 99.95
B&W DM-2a (3-Way / Contour Etc’) VGC / Manuals N/A 99.95
Celestion Ditton 15 Fair C. N/A 59.95
Mission M-73 Floorstanders  (Filled)(Bi-Wire)} MINT / Boxed / Manuals 200.00 12995
Eitax Liberty HI(Bi-Wire) MINT 15000 8995
Mordaunt Short MS-5.40 / Stands(Bi-Wire Etc)VGC 45000 17995
Mordaunt Short MS-3.10Minis / Stands GC / No Grille Cloths 180.00 59.95
MISCELLANEOUS

Yamaha DVD-S700 Remote DVD Player (Region Two) (DVD's In Stock And Always Wanted)

MINT / Boxed / Manual 600.00 22995
Target 18" Column Stands VGC 60.00 3495
Target Speaker Wall Stands VGC N /A 25.00 Pair
Soundstyle X122BS LS. Stands.(Silver-Finish)(Sand-Filled) MINT / Boxed 100.00 6995
Monacor SP$-35 Spike Kit (Gold or Anodised Black Finish) Loudspeaker Spikes NEW 9.95 (Per 4)
Monacor SPS-45 Spike Kit (Small} Loudspeaker Spikes NEW 7.95 (Per 4)
Monacor SPS-65 Spike Kit (Large) Loudspeaker Spikes NEW 9.95 (Per 4)
Q.E.D. Compact Disc Switching Unit VGC / Boxed N/A 15.00
Q.E.D. HeadphoneControl Box (With Volume Control) VGC / Boxed / Manuals N/A 15.00
Roni LSS 2 (2-Way SpeakerSwitch-Box) NEW 18.95
Roni 4 m.m Banana Plugs(Gold Plated) (Screw-Type, Don't Require Soldering) NEW 6.95 (Per 4)
Roni Optical Linc Cables (C.D / Minigisc toD.A C. Ftc)) NEW 10.00

Scart to Scart 21-Pin / Gold-Plated High-Grade Scart Cables Screened OFC /1.5 Metres NEW Only 10.95

Chord Siren Incon (1.0M) MINT 60.00 3495
Cable Talk Advanced 3 Incon (1.0M) (New) NEW 3495
Soniclink AST-200 (2 x 2.5M Bi-Wire Terminated) VGC 60.00 39.95
Monacor 75 Ohm. Digital Incon NEW N/A 895
Nexera Gold 5-Pin DIN To 4 Phono NEW N/A 9.95
Monacor SP$-20 Anodised Adjustable Polished Cone Equipment Supports NEW
(Superb Spike System at a very good price) (Black Anodised Or Gold Finish) 19.95 Set of 4
Monacor Power Concept Incons (0.8M./ 1.5M / 5.0M) Excellent Value Interconnects NEW Only 7.95
0.8M.10.95
1.5M. or 14.95 5.0M.
(Blue And Black) affordable-audio Bi-Wire LS.Cable (In Brown or White}) NEW Only 3.50 Metre
79-Strand LS. Cable (Black-Round-Section or White-Flat-Section) NEW Only 1.25 Metre
Alisop Carbonoptic Record Brush VGC N/A 5.00
Monacor DC-100 Carbon-Fibre BrushNEW  6.95(Essential) Various Plugs(RCA / DIN /
Cannon Etc:) Various NEW / S/H POA

g GOOD HIFI SEPARATES WANTED ***
Phone anytime with your wants, stock changing
daily. All equipment is sold with warranties.
Don’t forget we can offer mail order.
All major credit cards accepted.

We welcome part-exchange on any of the above.
Affordable Audio is always keen to buy,
(or part-exchange) Good quality Hi-Fi
separates in good cendition. Especially top
British manul'acﬂlérs products!

: VISIT OUR WEB-SITE
IL: Sales@affordable-audio.CO. U
WWW.affordable-audio.CO.UK

| (Please phone Paul for details!)

(UPDATED D/

We can also sell your
equipment for you on a
commission basis.
(Lowest rates/best return)
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icture - if you can - the hi-fi

world pre-Compact Disc, pre-

Margaret Thatcher and pre-
boom and bust. Remember the look
and feel of the kit we used to play our
seventies sounds on! With a few
notable exceptions like the staunchly
(small ¢) conservative A&R A60 ampli-
fier, British separates varied from the
plain bonkers to the merely 'charac-
terful'.

Needless to say, Allen Boothroyd's
pioneering industrial design work
made a huge impact - from the
madcap Lecson pre-power combo to
his 'less is more' Meridian
100 series components.
Naim's early 42/110 was
another classic, its
shoebox sized cases
tipped with a tasteful
silver pinstripe and those
trademark large control
knobs. Nytech, in the guise of the CTA
252XD, gave us the 'calculator tuner
amplifier'. The spitting image of a 1973
Casio desktop calculator, it conferred
a 'tech look' on what was still a
relatively low technology business.
And just for good measure, a nice
tasteful sleeve of walnut was provided
to keep the Missus happy!

The world of turntables was no
saner, as the likes of early Regas, BEs,
Strathearns and Transcriptors proved.
The nineteen seventies was, lest we
forget, the 'decade of the podule’,
where ridiculously impractical platters
were used because they, ermm,
'looked good'. A legion of British decks
could be found sporting utterly
unsupportive supports that variously
wrecked the sound or ruined your
stylus if you mis-cued it.

This was nothing compared to the
Japanese, though. Generally, Briush
designs sported some tenuous
relationship between form and
function but audio from the land of
the rising sun had no such distinction.
Essentially, Japanese designers and
stylists saw the art of selling hi-fi as
the practice of offering the highest
number of facilities they were
physically able to cram onto 2 430mm
long bright silver fascia.

The result was an orgy of knobs,
buttons and switches, growing ever
bigger year by year, to the point

where it was actually impossible to
use the equipment in question unless
you'd committed every fast line of the
instruction manual to memory. Want
to play your turntable through your
1978 Pioneer SA-9800 amplifier? First
ensure the elaborate network of tape
monitoring and dubbing options are
disabled, find the source selector,
specify your cartridge gain and
loading, switch to PHONO, re-set the
range of your power meters, pull your
filters out, flatten your tone and kill
the muting - and go.As easy as B&O -
not!

A new survey by MORI
goes as far as stating
that the British are

actually gadget-mad.

After this excess, the eighties was
a breath of fresh air. Suddenly amps
started appearing without 95% of the
purchase price devoted to useless
fripperies you just knew you'd never
use. Instead, sir could enjoy the
‘tasteful, minimalist sparsity’ of the
amplifier's design.You got a black box
- if it was British it invariably felt like
it was hewn from pig iron - with a
volume control, source selector and
err, that's it! If it was truly politically
incorrect, your amp might sport a
front-mounted on-off switch and even
- heaven forfend - a balance control.
Anything more than this and it would
justly be regarded as a 'seventies
throwback’ and go the way of the
Space Hopper and Raleigh
Chopper.

In a sense, this was a
good thing - if the seventies
had been the decade of the
graphic equaliser then the
eighties was the age of
'source direct’. The trouble
was that its minimalist
aesthetic has shackled 'dyed-
in-the-grain' audiophile purists
ever since.

A new survey by MORI goes as
far as stating that the British are
actually gadget-mad.The poll, commis-
sioned by lomega in Great Britain,
France and Germany shows that we
use more technology than any of our

cousins across the Channel. No less
than 91% of us have a CD player
(compared to 78% and 74% in France
and Germany respectively).

We're also far ahead on games
consoles (33%, 28%, 20%), DVD
players (23&, 18%, 9%) and MP3
players (8%, 5%, 1% respectively).

It's amazing, isn't it, that only
recently have we seen mass market hi-
fi coming back to offering sensible
real-world facilities? For most of the
nineties, eighties orthodoxy was so
omnipresent that only a handful of
British amps (Audiolab 8000a and a
few Arcams) actually had tone
controls. Now though - in 2002 - the
time seems right to get back to some
kind of sense. Any manufacturer who
can combine the usefulness of
seventies-style facilities with purist
‘sound-first' principles gets my vote. @
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' WYY . AUDUSA, GO WM
| | O Tel: 020 8241 9826 FAX 020 8241 0999

E-mail: sales@audusa.com

SUNFIRE CORPORATION

New for 2002 Sunfire True Sub Woofer MKIV 11 inch cube. Signature True Sub Woofer
13 inch cube and Junior Sub Woofer 9 inch cube -all with two drivers, to as low as 16hz,
116 SPL and 360 cu ins of air movement, 1200 or 2700 watt patented amp technology.
Classic Tube Pre-amp, Solid state power amps 2 channel (300 x 2 or 600 x 2) and 5 chan-.
nel (220 x 5 or 430 x 5 - yes total of 2150 watts into 8 ohms or 4300 watts into 4 ochms)

@‘
patented amp technology (no heat sinks) and Theatre Grand Il processor pre-amp.

AUDUSA EUPEN CSA 2.5 MAINS CABLE - HI FI CHOICE SEPT 2001 BEST BUY AWARD
CSA and GNLM Cable with FERRITE TECHNOLOGY - A polymer material mixed with a con-

siderable quantity of homogeneously fine high quality ferrite powder. This compound is called
\ EMC/COM and it can be extruded around copper conductors. The ferrite itself is a non-conduct-
ing material, but it has a very interesting magnetic behaviour. As a ferromagnetic material, it will
go through hysteresis loops whenever it is under influence of an alternating magnetic field. Con-
secutively magnetizing and demagnetizing the material will cause considerable losses of high
frequency energy. This energy is absorbed in the ferrite grains and converted into heat.This
effect is more or less proportional to the field frequency. By coating conductors with a thin layer
of ferrite compound, high frequencies will be strongly attenuated, because their energy will be
absorbed by the ferrite powder.This applies to high frequency disturbances that are propagating
on the conductor and which we don't want to disturb the environment, as well as to surrounding
interferences, which we want to prevent from disturbing the signals on our cable. The CSA

AUDUSA-Eupen CSA 2.5

cable which in addition to the above described ferrite technology is further protected with a foil
shield and a drain wire and specifically manufactured for High End audio use.

- 4 ggg ;0' :gm Fitted with IEC (Martin Kaiser) and MK Tough Plug. Figure of eight, 16 amp IEC,
68 fg: 2'0:: Bulgin etc also available as well as USA,European Schuko, and other mains

plugs. Cable can be supplied fitted to our all steel 4, 6 and 8 way distribution
off the reel £30 R TR .
for 1st meter, £20 DloCks. We can rewire the distribution blocks with Eupen cable as an extra cost
AUDUSA EUPEN GNLM 5.0 mains cable  Per m thereatter.  option. Refer to our webb site for details.

L ATINTERNATIONAL NJ USA - all cables now with SILVERFUSE conductors
LAT AC-2 HI-FI CHOICE - SEPT 2001 - RECOMENDED MAINS CABLE

LAT AC-2 Power cable. We have developed a cabling [ aak=tap
(weaving) pattern along with an unusual shieldingffilter-
ing system that gets rid of the garbage that contami- |

copper. IT IS NOT SILVER PLATED OR SILVER
J"'__-‘ CLAD. Plating (or clad which is the same thmg as plat-

of silver in its design through use of our proprietary Sil-
verfuse conductors. The conductors are 10 gauge and | TOUGHE

insulated with Teflon; the best insulation available. Fit- | ug i I required size. It is then pulled through a trough of
b a3
comectors e avalae inl Sonukts, 16 amp 120, Fg. [ @old 1§ molten siver. Tho wir with a siver deposi is then
ure of eight etc. 21t £56, 3ft £68, 4ft £78, 6t £99. other I plated | yarmendous presere Tho Siver and the it puri
lengths available and off the reel at £39 per meter. j tremendous pressure e siver an e
SE version available with GP Tough plug and IEC , outer pins (214) copper are fused together inlo a near alloy. The corm-
i pacting fusion also reduces the wire diameter to the
black braid all for an extra £12 irrespective of length | | desired size. No dioding subsequently occurs with this
4,6 and 8 way all steel mains distribution blotks fit- [ process. The result provides for the benefits of silver;
ted vgth;JK. S_chu;otc){) Ut'SA typ{?t socketsf.CltE tesdted ?Ndf i = which are excellent definition and clarity, with the high
approved mains distribution units manufactured out of M8
heavy gauge steel, finished in black and fitted with high [
quality Wadsworth 13amp sockets. It has no filters, cir- [H 8
cuit breakers, surge protection, transformers, resistors,
capacitors, LED's, on/off switches, chokes, regulators, §
just fitted with 3ft of LAT AC-2 mains cable. From £161 =
for 4 way, £194 for 6 way, £226 for 8 way. | A&

AC-2
Power cable
compare with
products costing
ten times as
much, then
decide

wire with a diameter that is slightly larger than the

~ LAT AC-2 mains cable available

d with 16 amp |IEC (MF, KRELL etc),
- Figure of eight, Bulgin, USA

. mains and European Schuko

~ plugs. Check our webb site for

~ avalilable variants.

LAT INTERNATIONAL Analogue, Digital and Video interconnects and Speaker cable. Refer to
www.audusa.com for further details or ask for reviews etc

SIEA 3D-LABS CDP, DAC, TRANSPORT AND DVD's 24/192

. with SRC sampling rate and bit converter translates 16,18 and 20 bit inputs
— to 24 bits format. All 32, 44.1 and 48kHz frequency is re-sampled to
192kHz. This is known as upsampling. The SRC is comparable with that
used by DCS in the Purcell unit. Prices start from £1110 for a CDP with

'—: —— SRC.

as DVD with SRC and CV2 - Video system for unmatched picture quality -
best with projection systems . DVD with SRC and CV2 start from £1470.
DVD with CV2 £1210.




r_ 74 INSTANT 0' INANCE ‘ 3 C
AVAILABI‘b.. — 20 Treville Gate. W.Sussex BN11 1UA™
SERVING LONDON ‘ {01903) 212133

] FROM bATTERSEA t

ch Chelmer Valve Company

endly shop with the best souhd system in e S

| 0 R A N G E S &Ik Elsctronics - Friendly Advice - 3 Year r”” Aancs vap d
\ Easy Parking - Open Mon-Sat. 10am-6pm. Buy CVC PREMIUM H1 FI valves d'rect from .
[ & LEMONS Late Night Wed 7.30pm. 1 All valves processed for improved performance.

Juicy fruit from London s newest freshest hi-fuhome cinema retail- i BSlincluce: Dynaudio, Ruark, GradiniiiiS 4 We also have stock of MAJOR BRAND types inc.

er. Telephone demonstrations of just pop in. All the usual, 1.e. , Orelle, Sonneteer, Kora, Cymbol, Talk Eie
tnendly and stheent eenuea fno hama installation + éredit raras X .4 and many moro. My RD' GE(’ BR'MAR' R(.A, GE' PH".IPS, etc.
- The Stubles, Raddow Park, Great Baddow,

Chelmsford, Fssex, CM2 7SY

THE INNOVATIVE AUDIONVISUAL HI-FI RETAILER ARCAM
CABI ETALK CHORD CO. DENON. EPOS, MARANTZ, NAD
NAIM, REGA. ROKSAN, ROTEL. ROYD . RUARK, SOUNDSTYLE
STANDS UNIQUE. YAMAHA

1
N A TN a1 | SOUTH WEST ANALOGUE
0_2 0-79 2 4 2040 ) l SME - MICHELL - NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE -

LORICRAFT GARRARD - PROJECT - ORTOFON -
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SW il ‘ TUBE TECHNOLOGY 64bit Valve CD Player, Remote
Visit wiww.orangesandlemonshifi.com

Tel 45 241301 Fax. 01245 241309
il: sales a chefmervatve.com

Control Hybrid integrated Valve Arnplifier CROFT
VOODOO Isolation platforms/Loudspeakers,
L____ p— = — Equipment Stands and T/Turmtabile lift off Perspex Covers.
Record cleaning service - Secondhand equipment
643 851 351
graham@southwestanalogue.fsnet.co.uk

‘el
# £600

Mr. Andrew Everard in Gramophone Magazine

We aim to provide a well chosen
selection of quality hi-fi and
accessories including

FMJ, ARCAM, B&W, NAUTILUS,
DYNAVECTOR, LINN, LOEWE, MERIDIAN, 5
M8K, NAIK, PIONEER, PROCEED, open: Bas cally Sletistel
NEAT, REGA, ROTEL, SHAHINIAN. Tues-Fri
YAMAHA + more 10.30am:
www.infidelity.co.uk Uik

Infldcllty

10am-épm
INDECENTLY GOOD HI-FI

“delivers & suuid that's bath smoeth and refined
... aliied to a good degree of clarity and finesse™

Hi-Fi Choice "it's a ‘classic valve sound'... warm and
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cuddly...vecals are ganerally lifelike and involving”

|-

Augc Anacgue R yston

Chord Co, uenon Epos FREE colour literature.  £680 with free delivery

Phone 01634 373410 anytime. 1 month home trial

www.affordablevalvecompany.com 0 watts

N Norweh, Norfol S SERVICES & CONSULTANTS

Front End Problem?

BADA

&%

9 High Street, Hampton Wick,
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT1 4DA
Tel: 020 8943 3530

contact

A VG KR : The Cartridge Man
27 BOND STREET, EALING STOWSOUNDS It doesn’t have to cost an arm and a

LONDON W5 5AS adio con leg to get the best - listen to my
TEL. 081 - 567 8703 These And More Available From: Koestsu - and Decea -cater.
Audio Analogue, Art Glass, Ash Designs, Avik, B&O,
B&W, Cabletalk. Chord Company, Creek. Denon, Epos, Creek ‘".4 Labf Also agents for Crott. Hadcock.
Harman Kardon, Infintty, KEF, Lat. Marantz, Musical Epos Living Voice E.AR. Michell &
Fidelly, NAD, Nakamichi, Nordost, Orelle, Onkyo, Exposure Neat Acoustics Moth
Pnmare, Quad. Roksan, Rotel, Ruark. Sennheiser, g Wesice Call '
SonicLink, Sound Style, Stands Unique. Striaghtwire, For A Demonstration & Expert Advice Ca . L i
Supra, Tag McLaren. Target. Teac. Thorens, van den Hul I stowmarket (0 I 449) 675060 p]us cartrldge re-tlpplng service
Stone Farm, Borough Lane, GL Finborou| Swwrnar
10 - 6 pm Mon , Tues., Friday, & Sat.
Lote night Thur., ciosed Wed. A [ S T p— — 020 8688 6565

Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

Free local delivery and installation
Repairs and Services
—MAIL OFDER Vi v ( atv I
MAIL ORDER VINYL VINYL VINYL Y. @ Vohve & ransistor amplifers

Thousands of records always in stock.

@ Vintage valve Radios

+ a full range of sought after compact discs. -
. Russ Andrews piati iilap anhuiggbg ATV SERV'CES P
A Extensive search service for wanted albums. LEATHERHEAD () 4
U i CCESSOI‘IES Comprehensive 96 page full catalogue @ Volves Tested
asmanvensany. M@il Order Direct available at £1.50 01372 456921
@ . Q. How do | get the best Telephone / Fax 01992 447764
LAl . " from my system? Or visit our web site on

A. Order our free booklet! www.directdisc.demon.co.uk T o A D v E RT I s E

W It's essential reading for anyone
who wants ta hear the best

music their system can deliver, c H E R I s H E D
and it’s full of free tips and advice

on how to upgrade your system. REco RD co PLEASE CALL
Call and request your free

copy quoting ref. AH62 ar

visitourwqbsilewhereyoucan UK SUPPL'ERS OF
el VPI TURNTABLES, AMANDA
5 UK FREEPHONE RECORD CLEANING
MACHINES AND ACCs.
e | | SUSFSEISCTONSE | [ SWEENEY OF
FREEPOST NWW881A, Kendal LA8‘9
Tel: +44 (0)1539 825500 F:x':(+4:(0)15391£5540 www.cherished-record-company.co.uk 020 8864 4760

E-mail: AH62@russandrews.com

www.russandrews.com 01579 363 603
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DIAL-A-DEALER

DIAL-A-DEALER

This is a comprehensive directory of Hi-Fi Dealers throughout the UK and Ireland.

BEDFORDSHIRE

RICHARD'S AUDIO VISUAL 4 Greyfriars
Bedford. Tel: 01234 365165. Stockists of: Arcam,
Audioquest, Beyer, B&W, Bose, Cable Talk, Cyrus
Denon, Marantz, Mission, Moth, Ortofon, Pioneer,
Pro-ject, Quad, REL, Rotel, Ruark, Sennheiser. Sound
Style, Stands Unique, Teac, van den Hul & more!
Expert friendly service : Listening room. Pioneer
Reference Point.Visa / Access.

BRISTOL & BATH

THE RIGHT NOTE Tel: (01225) 874728 Just
think: most audiophiiles listen for most of the time to
systems that are 'not quite right’. Are you happy with
yours? Forget the reviews and trying to put together
a system like a patchwork quilt with the ‘best’ bits
around. Its our job to do the assessing, you judge our
results. We'll help you to plan a system for the future,
even if you spread the purchases. Leave the ‘up-grade-
itis’ behind, save money and enjoy music all the time,
Just listen, and you'll know. CD: Acuras, Audio
Synthesis, Classe, DCS, Enlihtened Audio Design,
Meracus, Orelle, Wadia, XTC Viny!: Basis, Crown,
Jewel, Graham, Michell, Sumiko, Transfiguration, Amps:
Acurus, Audio Sculpture & more. Speakers: Audio
Artistry, Audio Physics & more. Tuners: Fanfare,
Magnum Dynalab & many more, Cables: Chord,
DNM, Silver Sounds & more. (Credit Cards
Accepted).

V'AUDIO HiFi Consultants: 36 Druid Hill, Stoke
Bishop, Bristol. BS9 1E). Tel: 0117 968 6005. ATC,
AVI,Alon, Audio Analogue, Audiomeca, Cadence Valve,
Chord Amps, Electrocompaniet. Harman Kardon,
Heybrook, Jamo, LFD, Lyra, Opera, Ortofon, Pink
Triangle, Ruark, Mark Levinson, Michell, REL, SME,
Shearne, Sonic Link, Sugden, Townshend, Triangle,
Unison Research Valve Amps. Home Cinema
demonstrated including, A/V Amps, DVD Players,
Video Projectors and Screens. Demos by
appointment only. Home trial facilities. Free instal-
lations. We are not a shop.

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

NORTHWOOD AUDIO 98 Cambridge St,
Aylesbury, Tel. 01296 428790. Established since 1992.
Independent specialist retailer. Extensive Hi-Fi, AV
and Multiroom experience catering to your needs.
From Vinyl to SACD, Valve to Solid State, from LCD
to Plasma. Audiomeca, Audio Note, Cable Talk, Castle,
Chord. The Chord Company, Cura, Denon, Elac, Epos,
Exposure, Heart, JM Labs, KEF, Linn, Marantz, Michell,
Micromega, Monitor Audio, NAD, Nakamichi, PMC,
ProAc, Quadraspire, Rega, REL, Revox, Roksan, Rose,
Rotel, Ruark, Sony, Sennheiser, Sonus, Talk Electronics,
Tannoy, Teac, Tube Technology, Videologic, Vienna
Acoustic. Export orders welcome. 2 demo rooms.
Credit facilities available

Website: www.northwoodaudio.co.uk

Email: info@northwoodaudio.co.uk

TECHNOSOUND 8 Granville Square, Willen,
Milton Keynes, MK |5 9JL Tel: (01908) 604949. Fax:
(01908 202166. Audiophile Hi-Fi and Home Cinema
specialists. All major brands stocked from Arcam to
Yamaha. Meridian Digital Home Theatre dealer.Video
projection, Plasma screens. Custom installation, 2
dem rooms and expert advice.

Email: hifi@technosound.co.uk
www.technosound.co.uk

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

THE AUDIO FILE 41 Victoria Road, Cambridge.
Tel. 01223 368305. 'For the best in British Hi-Fi and
Home cinema entertainment’.Visit or call to arrange
a dem with products from: Arcam, Linn, Naim, Rega.
Cyrus, Absolute Sounds, Kef, Sony,Yamaha, Rel, Ruark,
Denon.

CHESHIRE

ACOUSTICA |7 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH.
www.acoustica.co.uk. Tel 01244 344227 Al that's best
in HiFi & Home Cinema from quality manufacturers
including Naim, Rega, Arcam, Musical Fidelity. Rotel,
Seleco Projectors, Kef, Ruark, Densen, Primare, Teac,
JM Lab, Nakamichi, Quadraspire, Celestion &
Crimson. We offer friendly, helpful advice, interest
free credit & trade-in facilites, and deliver & install
systems throughout Cheshire, Merseyside & North
Wales. Opening hours are Tuesday to Saturday 10.00
until 5.30, evenings by arrangement

ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon Road,
Wrexham, North Wales, Tel. 01978 364500. Audio
Visual Specialists. Arcam, Audio Analogue, Bose,
B&W, Celestion, Castle, Denon, Harmon Kardon,
Jamo, Marantz, Michell, Mission, Onkyo, Pro-Ject,
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Micromega, Myrad, QUAD,
Radford, Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, TDL, Teac, Thorens,
UKD, Unison Research, Yamaha, DSP Club Member,

Demo Room, installatlon service. Easy Parking and
Motorway access. All major credit cards accepted.
9.30 - 5.30 daily, Closed Sunday & Monday.

DOUG BRADY HI-FI Kingsway Studios, Kingsway
North, Warrington, WA I INU Tef 01925 828009 Fax
01925 825773.Visa, Mastercard, Lombard Tricity. 2
dem rooms, home triak Agencies include: Arcam, Tag
McLaren, AVI, B&W, Castle, Caspian, Chord
Electronics, Exposure, Harbeth, Heybrook, Krell,
LFD, Michell, Meridian, Musical Fidelity, Monitor
Audio, Naim, Nautifus 800 series, Pink Triangle,
ProAc, Roksan, SME. Wilson Benesch, XTC and many
more

CORNWALL

SOUNDS PERFECTION ‘Cornwalls most
exclusive Audio retailer’. Agencies include: Audio
Analogue, Audio Design, Audio Note, AudioQuest,
Audio Spectrum, AR, Avid, Border Patrol, Boston,
Dynavector, Electrocompaniet, Graaf, Henley, JM Labs,
Lexicon, Michell, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity,
Ortofon, Parasound, Primare, Project, NAD,
Nalkamichi, Nordost, Philoshophy, REL, Roksan, Ruark,
Rotel, Totem, Tom Evans, Tsunami, S.M.E., Sudgen,
Stands Unique, Unison Research, Teac, Vienna
Acoustics, Triangle, Trichords, WBT, Sonic Link. Home
Demonstrations by Appointment.

Tel/Fax. 01326 221372

Mobile 07798 554357

emall nigel@soundsperfection.co.uk

website www.soundsperfection.co.uk

DORSET

MOVEMENT AUDIO 588 Ashley Road, Poole,
Parkstone, Dorset BH14 0AQ. Tel: (01202)
730865/380018. Arcam, B&W, Castle, Chord
Electronics, Cyrus, Denon, Marantz, Michell, Mission,
Pioneer, Tannoy Dimension, Yamaha. 2 Dem rooms,
Listen to the available choice and decide at your
leisure - no pressure, no obligation. Qur staff enjoy
music, with our choice of products, you can too!
Service Department. Free installation. Home trial
facilities. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners Card. Credit
facilities available. Open Tuesday-Saturday 10-5.30.
www,movement-audio.co.uk

MOVEMENT AUDIO 926 Wimborne Road,
Winton, Bournemouth, Dorset. BH9 4DH. Tel:
(01202) 529988/520066 Arcam, B&W, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Mission, Musicat Fidelity, Opera, Pioneer,
Quad, Roksan, Ruark, Yamaha. Full dem facidlites
available, also home dem. Friendly expert advice.
Service Department. Free installation. Home trial
facilities. Access, Visa, Amex. OpenTuesday-Saturday
9.30-5.30

DAWSONS OF WESTBOURNE Home Cinema
Specialists. Main agents for Bang & Olufsen, Harman
Kardon, |BL, REL, Mordaunt Short, Sony, Technics and
TDL. Demonstration facilities include our unique
Dolby pro-logic system comparator for the ultimate
way to choose the perfect system. Also on
demonstration large screen televisions from
Thomson, sony and Ferguson with video projectors
from Sharp and Seleco. Dawsons, 23 Seamoor Road,
Westbourne, Bournemouth 01202 764965

WEYMOUTH HI-Fi 33.35 Maiden Street,
Weymouth, Dorset DT4 88A.

Tel (01305) 785729/766345. Arcam, B&W, Denon,
KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical Fidelity, Panasonic,
Pioneer, Quad, Sony, Tannoy, Yamaha. Dem room.
Friendly professional advice. Only quality hi-fi dealer
in Weymouth area. Service Department. Free instal-
lation. Home trial facilities. Access, Visa, Amex, Switch,
Delta Mastercard. Interest free credit. Instant credit.
Open Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30

ESSEX

GRAYSTON SOUND & VISION 33 Sir Isaac’s
Walk, Colchester. (01206) 577682, Alchemist, Arcam,
B&W, Boston Acoustics, Castle, Denon, Harman
Kardon, KEF. Linn, Loewe Opta, Meridian, Michell,
Musical Fidelity, Philips, Pioneer, Project, Rotel,
Sennheiser. Superb demo rooms, free regional delivery
and installation. Regular musical and surround evenings,
home demonstrations. Excellent credit facilities.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

THE RIGHT NOTE - Bath. For specialist advice
and home demonstrations. See BRISTOL & BATH.

HEREFORDSHIRE

ENGLISH AUDIO 37 Whitecross Road, Hereford,
HR4 ODE. (01432) 355081. Arcam,AT.C., B&W,
Castle, Cura, Cyrus Centre, Efac, Denon, JM Lab, KEF.
Loewe, Marantz, Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Naim, Pink Triangle, Pioneer, Project, QED
Systemline, REL, Rotel, Ruark, John Shearne, Stax,
System Audio, Teac. Vienna Acoustics, Wadia, and
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Yamaha. Single speaker dem room, home trial
facilities, free installation, service dept, Access/Visa,
Credit arranged. Open Mon-Sat, 9.30-5.30pm .BADA
members.

HERTFORDSHIRE

AUDIO FILE (THE) 27 Hockerill Street, Bishops
Stortford, Herts. Tel. (01279) 506576.

DARBY'’s OF ST.ALBANS. 6 Market Place, St
Albans, Herts. Tel: (01727) 851596.

Fax: (01727 812217) Email: sales@darbystvhifi.co.uk
Hertfordshire'’s premier Hi-Fi/Audio Visual specialists
established 1946. Full Home Cinema demonstration
suite, Whether your needs are large or small, we
stock it all; Arcam, Cyrus, [VC,Yamaha, Quad, Denon,
Sony, Bang & Olufsen, Pioneer, REL, KEF, Mission,
Ruark, Celestion and many more. Free planning
service. Free Delivery and basic installation. Full
workshop facilities. Open 9-6 Mon-Sat.

LANCASHIRE

ADVENTURES IN HI-Fl S, Bishopgate, off
Hallgate, Wigan, WNI INL.Tel 01942 234202.

For the best hi-fi and home cinema products from
quality manufacturers including Naim, Rega, Cyrus,
NAD, KEF, Denon, Dynavector, Rotel, Shahinian, JM
Lab, PMC, Project, Quadraspire, Seleco and Sanyo
projectors. We offer friendly advice, excellent
demonstration facilities, 0% finance, free delivery and
installation throughout the North West. Opening
hours 10.00 - 5.30pm Tuesday to Saturday evenings
by appointment.

LEICESTERSHIRE

LEICESTER HI-Fl 6 Silver Walk, St Martins
Square, Leicester LEI SEW.Tel: (01 16) 2539753,
Email: info@leicesterhifi.co.uk

www.leicesterhifi.co.uk Arcam, B&W, Chord
Electronics, Copland, Cyrus, Denon, Greig
Loudspeakers, KEF, Marantz, Michell, Miller & Kreisel,
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Nautilus, Mission,
Project, Rotel, Sanyo Projection, Talk Electronics, Teac,
Technics, Yamaha, and many more, 4 Listening areas
over 3 floors.We can demonstrate, deliver and install.
Including A.V. and Multiroom. Credit Facilities. All
cards taken, open 6 days 9.30-5.30.

LONDON

BABBER ELECTRONICS SERVICE CENTRE
158 Uxbridge Road, West Eating, London, W13 858
Tel. 020 8579 6315 Akai,Aiwa, A&R, Celestion, Dual,
Goodmans, Harman Kardon, JBL, JVC, Kenwood,
Marantz. Panasonic, Sennheiser, Sony, ES range,
Tannoy, Technics, Wharfedale, Yamaha and many more.
Auth. Service Dept. Credit Facilities, Open 10.30 -
5.30 Mon-Sat.

INFIDELITY 9 High Street, Hampton Wick,
Kingston-upon-Thames. Tel: (020) 8943 3530. for full
details see entry under SURREY

HIFI EXPERIENCE 227 Tottenham Court Road,
London W1, 020 7580 3535. Arcam, Cyrus, Denon
Gold, Quad, Kef, Meridian, Yamaha, Marantz,
McCormack, Mirage, Nakamichi, Musical Fidelity, PAFF
and many more. Open 10.00-7.00 Mon-Fri. 9-6 on
Sat. Service dept, Credit facilities, delivery and free
installation.

THE LISTENING ROOMS 16! Old Brompton
Road, London SWS 0L). (020) 7244 7750/59.

Fax (020) 7370 0192. Linn, Quad, Meridian,
Nakamichi, Arcam, Audiolab, Acoustic Energy, SME,
Audio Research, Krell, Wadia, Theta, Apogee, Martin
Logan, Pioneer, Tannoy, Systemdek, Stax, Pink Triangle,
Michell, Monitor Audio, Yamaha, Marantz, KEF. Bose,
Celestion, Epos, Mission, Denon, Neat Petite. Mon-5at
10-6pm.

THOMAS HEINITZ LTD 35 Moscow Road,
ter, London, W2 4AH.

Tel:020 7229 2077.

Fax: 020 7727 9348.

Email: info@thomasheinitz.com.

Web site: h h com. Established in 1952,
Thomas Heinitz has a long history of providing the
best music and AV sy ilable. We inue to

offer the highest standard of service in the most
relaxed atmosphere. Whatever your needs, from
multiroom and home cinema to a high quality stereo
system, we offer consultation, design specification,
architect liasion and installation in order to ensure
your system is tailored to your exact requirments. For
quotes contact our manager johnny Drum.

GREATER MANCHESTER
ADVENTURES N Hi-Fl §, Bishopgate, off

Hallgate, Wigan,WN | INL.Tel 01942 234202. See
our main entry under LANCASHIRE



MANCHESTER

REPLAY AUDIO 64 llixton Road, Urmsten,
Manchester. M41 SAB Tel 0161 202 9922 Audio
Analogue, Bryston, Creek, DNM. Exposure, LFD,
Michell, Myryad, NAD. Onkyo, Ortofon, Pink Triangle,
Project. Sonneteer, Sugden,Trichord, Unison
Research, Teac. Loydspeakers from Acoustic Energy.
A.R.T,Audio Physic, AV!, Blueroom, Epos, Harbeth,
Living Voice, Monitor Audio, Neat. PMC, Royd. Lots
of cables and accessories available. We are just off
Junction 10 of the Manchester Ring Road (M60), five
minutes from The Trafford Centre. Our
demonstrations are relaxed and informal and help
and adviceis free! Phone or visit our web site
www.replay.dial pipex.com

or email replay@dsal.pipex.com

MERSEYSIDE

ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH.
Tel 01244 344227. See our main entry under
“Cheshire”,

MIDDLESEX

RIVERSIDE HI-FI 422 Richmond Road, East
Twickenham, Middlesex, TW | 2EB.Tel: 020 8892 7613
Fax: 020 8892 7749. www.riversidehifi.co.uk Arcam,
Bose, B&O, Castle, Copland, Denon, Krell, Marantz.
Martin Logan, Michell, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity,
NAD, Pioneer, Project. Rel, Sonus Faber, Sony, Tag
McLaren Audio, Tannoy. Teac, Theta. Wilson. Finance
available. Subject to status. Written details available
on request. Export orders welcome. UK mail order
available. 3 demonstration rooms. All major credit
cards. Open 10am-5.30pm Mon-Sat.

NORFOLK

BASICALLY SOUND The Old 5chool, School
Road, Bracon Ash (Nr Norwich), Norfolk. NR 14
8HG. Tel:(01508) 570 829. Stockists of the following
leading Hi-Fi: Audio Analogue, Beyer, Bryston, Denon,
Dynavector, Epos. Grado, Naim, PMC. ProAc, Rega,
Royd, Sennheiser, Talk Electronics, Teac and more.
Bada members, 2 comprehensive demo rooms.

NORTHAMPTON

CLASSIC HI-Ft At Classic Hi-Fi we cover the best
in quality sounds. Be it a question of taste, a question
of balance or a question of price, we're the ones to
help.We stock: Marantz. Nad, Pioneer, Roksan,
Yamaha, Heybrook, LFD, Sugden, Rotel, Kenwood, B &
W, Kef, Rogers, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity,
Tannoy, Shearne Audio, Royd. Audio Alchemy, Teac and
many more. For more details call: 01536 310855

LISTEN INN 32 Gold Street, Northampton, NN 1
IRS Tel: 01604 637 87¢. The World's Finest Hi-Fi from
Arcam, Audio Analogue, Chord Company, Copland,
Denon, FMJ, Fujitsu, KEF, Krell. Linn, Loewe, Martin
Logan, Meridian, Miller & Kreisel, Mission, NAD,
Naim, Proac, Rega, Rotel, Sennheiser. Sonus Faber,
Wilson Benesch, Yamaha. Dedicated Viewing &
Listening Rooms, Friendly Staff, Fresh Coffee, 2 Full
Years Warranty, Part Exchange Welcome, Free Car
Parking, Interest Free Credit, Members of BADA.
Open |10am-5.30pm (Closed Thursday).

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE 120-122
Alfreton Road, Nottingham. Tel:- 0115 9786919.
Multi-room specialists. Hi-Fi, Home cinema. All leading
brands stocked.Three superb demonstration areas.
Two year parts and labour guarantee. Home trials.
On site service facility. Full delivery and installation
service. Easy free parking. BADA Dealer. Established
1968. Mon-Sat 9.00-5.30

OXFORDSHIRE

OVERTURE HI.Fi 3 Church Lane, Banbury, Oxon
OX 16 BLR.Tel (01295) 2721 58. Email
sales@overture.co.uk

Website: www.overture.co.uk Arcam, Bose, Cura,
Denon, KEF. Linn Products, Miller and Kriesel.
Mission, NAD, Naim Audio, Yamaha. For sensible
unbiased advice, call Oxfordshire's audio experts.
Superb demo facilitles. No appts. necessary. Home
Cinema,Plasma TV, Projectors, Lutron Lighting.
MultiRoom and Commercial installations.
Access/Visa. instant credit. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-
5.30.

SHROPSHIRE

ADAIMS & JARRETT Hi-Fi and Home Cinema
Specialist. Phone or visit us at 6-18, Norman Road, St.
Leonards-on-Sea, E.Sussex. (01424) 437165/432398.
Stockist of quality equipment including: Audio
Innovations, Meridian, KEF, Ruark, Marantz. NAD, |BL.
Royd. Dali, Jamo, Onkyo. Rel, Traget. Cable Talk.
Technics, TDC, Yamaha, Kenwood. Air conditioned
listening rooms, on site service and repair facilities

STAFFORDSHIRE

ACOUSTICA |14 Wolverhampton Rd, Stafford
ST17 4AH. www.acoustica.co.uk. Tel 01785 258216.
All that's best in HiFi & Home Cinema from quality
manufacturers including Naim, B&W, Musical Fidelity,
Rotel, Seleco Projectors, Kef, Ruark. Teac, JM Lab,
Rega. NAD, Yamaha, REL. Sanyo projectors, Fujitsu. We

offer friendly, helpful advice, interest free credit &
trade-in facilities, and deliver & install systems
throughout Staffordshire & the Midlands. Opening
hours are Tuesday to Friday 10.30 untl 6.00, Saturday
10.30 until 5.00.

SUFFOLK

ANGLIA AUDIO The Street, Hessett, Buey St
Edmonds, Suffolk, 1P30 9AZ Tel. 01359 270212. "Hi-Fi
and speaker centre dedicated to quality hi-fi since
1971. Open 10-6. Closed Weds and Sundays. Evening
and Sunday Dems by appointment.

AUDIO IMAGES 128 London Road North,
Lowestoft. Suffolk. NR32 1HB Tel: 01502 $82853.
Arcam, Acurus, Castle, Rotel, Moth, Triangle, QTA.
Sugden, Denon, Yamaha, Mirage, M & K, Definative,
Musical Fidelity, plus the incredible Rothwell range.
Refreshingly different selection. Dem Room.
Professional AV installer's from budget to high end.
Full credit facilities. 9.30 to 5.30 Mon & 5at - 9.30 to
6.00 Tues to Fri.

EASTERN AUDIO 4! Bramford Road, Ipswich,
Tel. 01473 217 217. Fax 01473. 215705. Quad. Arcain,
Audiolab, Meridian, Mission, Denon, Rotel, Marantz.
NAD, Sony, Rogers. Nakamichi, Systemdek. Technics,
Celestion, B&W, Tannoy, Morel Thorens and Top Tape
Also stock a wide range of accessories. usual credit
facilities. A BADA dealer.

SURREY

INFIDELITY 9 High Street. Hampton Wick,
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey. KTt 4DA Tel. 020 943
3530. Email: infidelity@compuserve.com - Web
Address: infidelity.co.uk Stockists of: Linn, Naim,
Arcam, Meridian, Rega, B&W Nautius, Neat, Proceed,
Royd, M&K, Rotel, Stax, Shahinian, Dynavector. Open
10.30 - 7.00 Tues - Fri, 10.00 - 6 Sat.

SUSSEX (EAST)

ADAMS & JARRETT For the best Audio Visual
Specialist with friendly heipful staff phone or visit us
at 6-18 Norman Road St. Leonards-On-5ea, East
Sussex. Tel. 01424 437165/432398. Copland, Castle,
Denon, Densen, Dynaudio, Jamo, Kef, Kenwood,
Marantz, Meridian, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Onkyo,
Primare, Rel, Rotel, Ruark Tannoy. Technics, Yamaha,
Interest free credit avallable subject to status.Visa,
Mastercard.

WEST MIDLANDS

ACOUSTICA |14 Wolverhampton Rd, Stafford
ST17 4AH. See our main entry under
“STAFFORDSHIRE".

MUSIC MATTERS

Birmingham - 363, Hagley Road, Edgbaston,. B{7
8DL.Tel: 0121 429 2811,

Solihull - 93-95, Hobs Moat Road. B92 8jL.

Tel: 012+ 342 0254.

Stourbridge - 9, Market Street D48 | AB.

Tel: 01384 444184,

Sutton Coldfield - 10, Boldmere Road, B73 STD
Tel: 0121 354 2311. Arcam, Alchemist. Apollo,
Audioquest. Audio Research, B&W, Cable Talk, Castle,
Celestion, Chord, Copland, Cyrus, Denon, DPA, |BL,
Kef, Krell, Marantz. Martin Logan, Meridian, Musical
Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer, REL. Rotel, Ruark. SME,
Sennheiser, Sonus Faber. Tag MclLaren, Teac, Theta,
Yamaha etc. Classical CD's availabie at Birmingham
only. Demonstration rooms, service and installation.
BADA member.VISA / MASTERCARD / AMEX /
SWITCH. Open:-10-5.30 Tuesday to Saturday. Late
night Thursday till 7.00 {(not Stourbridge).

SOUND ACADEMY For the Midlands. The
Parade, Sutton Coldfield, Tel. 0121 321 2445 & High
Street. Bloxwich, Nr Walsall, {(sharing the ASDA
shopping centre) Tel 01922 493499. Hosts 4 private
studios plus a Home Theatre Cinema with Tube &
LCD Projectors. | he best i hi-it from Hain, Aicaivi,
Audiolab, Chord, Meridian, Monitor Audio and many
more. So..if you've taken time to read this, please
let us make you welcome. Phone 0121 321 2445 for
Sutton or 01922 493499 for Walsali. Call in and to
browse our exciting display of hi-fi and home cinema
equipment. Mail order available. interest free credit
S.T.Status. Open 6 days, 9am to 5.30pm. Please call
for late night. Expert Advice, Cable Dressing and
Installation.

WILTSHIRE

SALISBURY HI-FI LTD |5 Catherine Street.
Salisbury, Wiltshire SP| 2DF Tel (01722)
322169/33084 1. Arcam, B&W, Celestion, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Opera, Pioneer, Ruark, Tannoy, Yamaha, 2 Dem rooms.
Friendly, relaxed atmosphere. Professional advice.
Home dem available. Service department. Free instal-
lation. Home trial facilities. Access,Visa. Amex. Interest
free credit. Instant credit. Open Mon-Sat 9-5.30.

THE RIGHT NOTE - See under BATH & BRISTOL
heading.

YORKSHIRE (NORTH)
SOUND ORGANISATION YORK. 2 Gillygate,

York Y031 7EQ.Tel (01904) 627108. Carefully chosen
Hi-Fi and AV equipment includes Arcam, B&W,
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Nautilus, Denon, Linn, Naim, Rega, Rotel, Stax etc 3
dem rooms incl. Home Cinema and Linn connect.
Service Department. Home installations. Instant
Credit and major cradit cacds . Clssed Mondays
Phone for chat and more details.
www,soundorg.co.uk

YORKSHIRE (EAST)

ZEN AUDIO 35 George Street. Hull Tel. 01482
587397."Comfortable listening rooms; Home dems;
Personal, friendly service; Free installations. Agencies
include: Arcam, Audiolab, Atacama, Audio Innovations,
Audio Note, Audion, Alchemist, B&W, Cable Talk,
Chord CO, DPA. Densen, Denon, DNM, EAR,
Exposure, Fi-Rax, Harbeth, Heybrook, Impulse, KAR,
KEF, Michell, Micromega. Monitor Audio, Musical
Technology, Myryad. NAD, NAIM, Pioneer, REL.
Rehdeko, Rotel, Royd, Ruark. Shearne Audio. Stands
Unique, Sugden, Spendor, Sonic Link, TEAC, TDL. Tube
Technology,Yivanco and many others.

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH)

THE HI-FI STUDIOS

Hi-Fi Home Cinema — Custom Installation

Tel: Doncaster 01302 727274 or 01302 725550.
E-Mail: info@thehifistudios freeserve.co.uk

Web Site: www.thehifistudios.co.uk

Musical Fidelity, Electrocompaniet, ProAc, PMC, JM
Lab, Ruark, Castle, TEAC, Unison Research, Monitor
Audio, Impulse, Primare, Harbeth, NAD, Michelt
Turntables, Nottingham Analogue Studios, Audio
Analogue, Living Voice, Densen, Celestion, KEF, Opera,
Trichord Research, Nordost. Stands Unique. Ortofon,
Project. Goldring. REL. Denon, TAG Mclaren, Rotel,
Yamaha, Proceed - plus many more.

Viewing & Demonstration by appointment in a
unique setting. Home trials and installation. Card
facilities and 0% available Please phone for more
information. BADA. CEDIA.

PREMIER AUDIO - now demonstrating - Room |:
DCS Elgar, Purcell & Verdi Transport. Plinius CD Lad
& 250 Power, Verity Fidelo & Sonus Faber Speakers.
Siltech Cables, Isotek Sub Station, BDA Equipment
Stands Room 2: Audio Aero, Audio Synthisis, Kora Pre
& Power, Pink Triangle CD/Amp. Martin Logan / Audio
Physics Speakers,Arcici Equipment Stand, Isotek Sub
Station P/S Audio Synthisis, Audio Physics, Audio Aero,
Absolute Sounds, DCS. Kora, Plinius, Siltech, Arcici,
BDA, Pink Triangle, Avid Turntabiles, Project, Ortofon,
Van den Hul, Mirage. P'X welcome Home
demonstration good selection of $/hand.We are
10mins J39 - M1 10mins J30 M62

aTel:Wakefield 01924 255045 - Colin Grundy.

YORKSHIRE (WEST)

HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE

Hi-Fi ® AV @ Widescreen

Piasma @ Installation Service

4 Cross Church St, Huddersfield. 01484 544668.
Brands inc. Arcam, B&W, Castle, Cyrus, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Mission, Musical Fidelfity, NAD, Project. Sony
etc. 3 Dem Rooms, Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Thurs 9-8, Closed
Wed.

HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE HALIFAX
3-5 King Cross St, Halifax. 01422 366832. Brands inc,
Arcam, B&WV, Castle, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical
Fidelity, NAD, PRO-AC, Project, Sugden etc. 2 Dem
Rooms, Mon-5at 9-5.30, Closed Thursday.

WALES
NORTH WALES

ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd. Chester CH2 3NH.
Tel 01244 344227. See our main entry under
“Cheshire".

ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon Road,
Wrexham, North Wales.Tel .01978 364500. See our
main ad under Cheshire.

VINYURECORD MAIL ORDER

DIVERSE VINYL 10 Charles Street, Newport.
NP20 HU.Tel/Fax: 01633 259661/256261.

Email: sales@diverse-music.couk Probably the most
varied and impressive selection of brand new LPs
you'li find anywhere: international new releases,
reissues and audiophile products. Also UK
distributor of the Disco Anti Stat LP Cleaning Device.
Call for a free catalogue, or visit www.diverse-
music.co.uk

PRE @WNMED Mall ORDFR

AFFORDABLE AUDIO, (NORTHAMPTON)
Pre-Owned Hi-Fi Specialists. 168 Wellingborough
Road. Northampton, NN | 4DU. Tei/Fax: 0+604
231261or Tel: 01933 273281 Mobile: (0370) 877893,
Email: sales@affordable-audio.co.uk

Website: www.affordable-audio.co.uk Urgently
required: compact disc collections, hi-fi separates..
especially Linn products, Naim Audio, Cyrus
Electronics, Musical Fidelity, Quad Electronics, almost
anything Briush/American. Cash waiting, part
exchange welcome. We also stock lots of audio
accessories, compact discs, vinyl, DAT players. All
equipment is sold with warranties.All Credit Cards
accepted. Please phone anytime for stock update.
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AFFORDABLE VALVE COMPANY £600 Valve
amplifier. Powerful 40 watts. Powerful bass. See colour
photograph in ‘Specialist Hi-Fi Dealers’ section. Mr
Andrew Everard in Gramophone Magazine “delivers
a sound that's both smooth and refined.....allied to a
good degree of clarity and finesse” Free colour liter-
awre. Telephone 01634 373 410 anytime. Website:
www.affordablevalvecompany.com

AUDIOPHILE FURNITURE LTD The Square,
Forest Row, East Sussex RH 18 SES Tel: 01342 826262.
Fax: 01342 824845. Manufacturers of the patented
BASE Vibration Control Platforms and the Modular
Audio Support System. These Products are endorsed
by Hi-Fi World. Also newly introduced are the
Resonance Controlled Hi-Fi Cabinets which are multi
level modular design and available in various sizes and
wood finishes. Please telephone for more details and
a product portfolio.

AUDIO SYNTHESIS Manufacturers of the the
outstanding DAX digital to analogue converter, comes
DAX-2,a new Hi-End reference converter able to dig
deeper into the digital source than ever before! A
new addition to the superb PASSION series of all
Vishay controllers has just been introduced in the
form of PASSION 8, a fully remote controlled unique-
ly transparent passive preamplifier, the perfect match
for DESIRE. By word of mouth our DESIRE power
amplifier is rapidly convincing listeners, whether pas-
sive or active! New for 1997 is TRANSCEND a state
of art CD transport with AES, coaxial, AT&T glass and
Toslink outputs. Audio Synthesis, PO BOX
50,Nottingham, NG9 [DZ, Tel: (+44) (0)I15 922
4138. Fax: (+44) (0)115 922 9701.

BORDER PATROL 63 Berriedale Avenue Hove
BN3 4JD Tel/Fax 01273 276716. Manufacturers of
Power Supply Units for valve amplifiers, Single-Ended
Power Amplifiers and high quality Transformers. The
Border Patrol PSU: valve-rectified choke input filter
power supply units which dramatically improves the
sound of valve amplifiers: models available to suit
Audionote, Audio Innovations, Audion, Art Audio,
Cary, Unison Research, World Audio Designs. The
Border Patrol 300B SE single-ended valve amplifier
featuring interstage driver transformers and valve
rectified choke input filter power supplies. Border
Patrol transformers: high quality output (PP and SE),
interstage and pre-amp output transformers and high
value inductors.

CREEK AUDIO LTD 2 Bellevue Road, Friern
Barnet, London N1 3ER Tel: 020 8361 4133, Fax: 020
8361 4136.

E-mail: info@creekaudio.co.uk Internet:
www.creekaudio.couk - Creek Audio build stylish
Hi-Fi products in the UK, combining state of the art
electronic design, with full bodied, accurate and musi-
cally rewarding sound. Our standard size products
come in two award-winning ranges, the entry level 43
series and higher priced 53 series. These inciude:
CD43 Mk2 - CD player with 24 bit resolution DAC,
T43 AM/FM Tuner, Integrated Amps - 5350, 5350SE
and 4330 Mk2 (described by Stereophile Magazine as
the best amp under $1000). Our A43 Mk2 and AS3
Power Amps range from 50 to 250 Watts and both
P43 and P53 Pre-Amps offer passive and active oper-
ation with remote control. In addition we have an
award winning OBH range of small products: OBH-
8/85E MM and OBH-9 MC Phono Pre-Amplifiers,
OBH-I1 and || SE Headphone Amplifiers, OBH-10
and 12 Remote Control Passive Pre-Amps and OBH-
14 - 24 bit DAC. See our home page for further
details or call us for leaflets.

DBS AUDIO. PO BOX 91, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk,
IP32 7)U. Phone: 01284 723933 Fax: 01284 723933,
Suppliers of Electro-Acoustic measuring equipment
and CAD software to the audio industry. NEW: Clio
win and Clio win Lite, the latest Windows versions of
the Globally-established Clio Electro-Acoustic mea-
suring system, used for loudspeaker design, Quality
Control and electronics testing by many major audio
companies. Clio win is the full {lab) system and Clio
win Lite a lower-cost version for smaller companies
and serious hobbyists. Both use the same purpose-
built Clio HR200 ISA card, with its in-built mic. pre-
amp and phantom powering. The matching Mic 01 (or
Mic Lite) plugs straight in to make a complete system.
Both versions offer the same high accuracy and ease
of use: Clio win Lite simply has fewer functions.
Common features include MLS testing (to eliminate
sound reflections), sine and third-octave analysis,
impedance, Thiele Small Parameters, LC meter, soft-
ware and manual on CO ROM -- plus much more.
Measurements may be exported to our Netcalc soft-

ware for accurate and easy crossover design. Also
available: Boxcale and Boxdraw bass optimisation
packages and Outline speaker measuring turntable.
Write or E mail and we will send fuller information
and prices. Also, visit Audiomatica's new Website at:
www.audiomatica.com

EMINENT AUDIO Distributor of Croft Valve
Amplification. Tel 01902 656517. Fax. 0121 681 8772 Mobile
0956 921740 UK. Stockists are: Classique Sounds
{Leicester) GT Audio (London NW) Nottingham Analogue.
Purist Audio, The Cartndge Man (Len Gregory - Croydon),
call for overseas distributors.

EPOS ACOUSTICS 2 Bellevue Road, Friern
Barnet, London N1 | 3ER.Tel: 020 863 | 8864, Fax: 020
83614136,

Email: info@epos-acoustics.com Website: www.epos-
acoustics.com Innovative design and superior sound
distinguish EPOS speakers from other brands in a
similar price category. Adhering to the EPOS tradi-
tion of musicality and communication, the new MI2
follows closely the style of the successful ESI2, and
was awarded five gold stars in the March 2001 edition
of What Hi-Fi? For more information about the M12
or the new MI5 please see our home page or call us
for leaflets.

FALCON ACOUSTICS LTD Tabor House,
Norwich Road. Mulbarton, Norwich, Norfolk, NR 14
8JT. Tel. (01508) 578272. UK. distributors of FOCAL
drive units and SOLEN (Chateauroux) polypropylene
capacitors and the largest inductor manufacturer in
the UK. Comprehensive range of DIY Speaker Parts
and Kits, Sub-Bass and Electronic Filters. "Everything
but the wood" Enquiries should be accompanied by a
44p stamped addressed envelope.

IAN EDWARDS The Old Chapel, 282 Skipton
Road, Harrogate, Yorks. Tel. 01423 500442. Somebody
Somewhere must make better storage units for CDs,
Music, LPs, HiFi, Books, etc. than lan Edwards. BUT
until he appears, why not send for the brochure
showing a selection of HAND MADE units. To do this
please send 3 x 2nd class stamps.

JEM DISTRIBUTION (FI RAX) Springfield Mills, Spa
Street, Ossett, Wakefield. WF5 OHW.Tel: 01924 277626.
Fax: 01924 270759. Fi-Rax offers a new dimension in
audio visual racking. High quality aluminium construc-
tion. Finishes available to your choice. Fully adjustable
émm glass shelving. sound insulation on shelfffeet.
Custom created to suit your system. Free delivery
throughout the UK. For further information or a free
brochure contact JEM Distribution.

LANGREX SUPPLIES LTD | Mayo Road, Croydon,
Surrey. CRO 2QP Tel: 020 8684 1166. Fax: 020 8684 3056.
One of the largest distributors of electronic valves, tubes
and semi-conductors in the UK. and USA manufacturers.
stock. We specialise in obsolete types including original
UK and USA made audio valves.Telephone or fax for an
immediate quotation.

NORTONTECHNOLOGIES LTD Manufacturers of
the acclaimed AirPower LPI2 Power Supply. 4
Rothesay Avenue, Chelmsford CM2 9BU.  (01245)
283125

NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE STUDIO

Tel: 01773 762947. Design and manufacture of quality
analogue audio.We're in the business because we realise
how important music is. Qur turntable arms and car-
tridges sell the world over. Our Main UK Dealers:
Radlett Audio: Tel: 01727 85577, The Audio Consultants:
Tet:020 7380 0866, Walrus Systems: Tel: 020 7724 7224.

PLATFORM 7 High density marble ISOLATION
PLATFORMS  for all makes of equipment
RACKS/STANDS. An elegant way to UPGRADE.
improves clarity: better BASS control. 3 Abbotts Drive,
NorthWembley, Middiesex HAQ 35B.Tel: 020 8504 2646.
Also NEALGAR DISTRIBUTION Tel/Fax 01296 24756.

PMC/BRYSTON Emmy award winning manufacturers
of the highest quality loudspeakers and amplification.
Industry standard in Mastering, Film Scoring, Broadcast
and Post Productions. (5.1 & Stereo) PMC Products:
Compacts, Floorstanders, and Large passive & active
monitors. Prices range from £500 to £32,0000. Finished
in a large selection of exquisite real wood veneers, all
PMC loudspeakers are available in horizontal mirrored
pairs, centre channels and complementary subs for 5.1
surround systems. Bryston's balanced range of products
include R/C Preamps, Integrated, Amp modules for all the
PMC range, Mono, Stereo |50W to 800w per ch, 3 Ch,
4 chand 5 channel THX amplifiers, Surround processors,
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all with distortion figures and build quality to die for.
Every product is avaitable in silver or black backed by a
20 year warranty. PMC Ltd 43-45 Crawley Green Road.
Luton, LU2 OAA Tel: 08704 441044 Fax: 08704 441045
Email: sales@promonitor.co.uk
Web: www.pmc-speakers.com

REL ACOUSTICS North Road. Bridgend Ind Est.
Bridgend. Mid Glamorgan, CF31 3TP. UK. Tel. 01656 768
777.international +44 656 768 777. Fax. 01656 766 093.
international. +44 656 766 093. Email: contact@rel.net
Web: http:/irelnet The UK's only specialist sub-bass
speaker manufacturer. “The only one that works”. Get
your dealer to give you a home demo and find out what
the fuss is all about.

RDE TANDBERG HI-FI SERVICES Holly Tree
House, The Green, Full Sutton, YORK YO4 [HW. Tel:
01759 372795.The service, overhaul and reconditioning
of all Tandberg hi-fi products regardless of age.

SONIC LINK The Derwent Business Centre,Clarke
Street.Derby. DEI 28U Tel: 01332 361390. Fax: 01332
200698."Makes the World's Finest Hi-Fi Cable From the
Highest Quality Materials” SonicLink Black Rhodium
interconnect uses Rhodium plated wire, Vermilion uses
pure Titanium wire. S-Gold mains cable improves the
picture quality in TVs, computer monitors and home cin-
ema as well as sound in hi-fi systems. Best selfing prod-
ucts include Red, Silver Pink and Violet interconnects,
AST75x2 AST200x2 and S130x2 Biwire loudspeakers
cables and Green digital 75 ohm interconnect.

SOUND BYTES 72 Novar Drive, Hyndland, Glasgow.,
GI29TZTel. 0141 339 7595 Fax.0141 3397592 e-mail
bytes@colloquium.co.uk. We specialise only in mass
loading material. After hours exhaustively testing
SOUND BYTES with various types of speakers, we
know it works and so do you - we have never had a sin-
gle complaint. Call us for advise on how much to add to
your equipment for the best performance and the loca-
tion of your nearest dealer.

SOUND IMAGE UK LTD. 52 Milton Road, London
Swl4 8R.Tel: 020 -8255-6868. Importers and distribu-
tors of the finest audio equipment, featuring the stun-
ning Bou;lder 2,000 series and the complete range from
Norwegian manufacturer Electrocompaniet.

) E SUGDEN & CO LTD Valley Works, Station Lane,
Heckmondwike, West Yorkshire, WF 16 ONF. Tel. 01924
404088. Email jesugden@compuserve.com. Superb
amplifiers and compact disc players from the original
class A Company. Our unique wide-bandwidth
Masterclass series sets new standards in sound repro-
duction and can be upgraded to 180 Watt balanced
monoblocks. Prices start from £549.00 for the incredi-
ble Audition-T and £649 for the legendary Alla.
Contact us now for Brochures, reviews and purchase
details. British owned - British built.

TALK ELECTRONICS Unit 12, Farnborough
Business Centre, Eelmoor Road, Farnborough,
Hampshire, GU 14 7XA Tel: 01252 378383. Please ring
for details

TAG McLAREN AUDIO - The Summit, |1 Latham
Road, Huntingdon, Cambs, PEI8 6ZU. Tel +44 (0) 1480
415600 Fax +44 (0) 1480 52i59. Combining science
and technology with distinct style, TAG McLaren Audio’s
complete range of audio and audio-visula products are
designed to bring maximum pleasure to the discerning
listener. To find out more visit our website at
www.tagmclarenaudio.com, email us on
HelpDesk@tagmclarenaudio.com or contact our
helpdesk on freephone 0800 783 8007.

tech+link distributes some of the best performing hi-fi
and a/v accessories currently available in the UK These
include: Puresonic, best known for its range of high per-
formance interconnects and connectors, and cable
adapters for a wide variety of hi-fi and a/v applications in
its range; tech*link's own brand of high quality intercon-
nects and connectors - digital compatible, 24k gold plat-
ed metal connectors; and hi-fi furniture - a selection of
high quality speaker floor stands, surround sound stands
and hi-fi racks. For more information. contact: tech+link
International, Unit 8, Bat and Ball Enterprise Centre, Bat
and Ball Road, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN14 5Lj. Tel: +44 (0)
1732 779400 Fax: +44 (0) 1732 449344

To advertise in Meet Your Maker please
call Amanda Sweeney on

020 8864 4760
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PEER POWER

David Price looks at the state of the post-Napster file sharing world.

emember the BPI's (British

Phonographic Industry)

'Home Taping is Killing Music’
campaign back in the early eighties?
Well, compared to today's online,
music file-sharing world, the problems
caused by cheap cassette decks twen-
ty years ago amount to a big fat zero.
It is estimated that world-wide CD
sales were down around 0% last
year thanks to computer audio -
Napster and CD burners.

To wit, the RIAA (Recording
Industry Association of America) is
now on the warpath. Having litigated
against a number of 'P2P' (peer-to-
peer) file sharing websites and
enjoyed a major 'headline' victory
against Napster (for the moment at
least), it is now widening its purview

it

to trade sanctions. The association
says that the former Soviet Republic
of the Ukraine is one of the leading
manufacturers of pirated CDs, and
has duly endorsed economic
sanctions imposed by the USTR
(Office of the United State Trade
Representative).

Many music industry figures are
more worried about domestic CD
copying (now a ludicrously easy
pursuit) than illicic MP3 swapping
from Napster clones.Also, CD piracy,
from Russia or China, is easier to
police than 'dodgy’ download sites.
This is because the design of the new,
post-Napster generation of P2P file
swapping internet sites has made the
RIAA's job more difficult. To stop
Napster, pulling the plug on the

Il
) oy o wet

Bt e Tt

0 ot ot 1 et 460

£ Contib e 91 .
o

central servers would cause them to
disintegrate, but today's systems are
more robust.

The pressure started with the
RIAA's support of Metallica, the
blockage of hundreds of thousands of
Napster users, and then the
piecemeal destruction of Napster. In a
sense this was myopic, because rather
than 'curing’ the problem it just
moved it. Millions of angry ‘file
swapping' music lovers simply went
elsewhere to systems like Morpheus
and Kazaa, for example, which
automatically choose a few powerful
computers with fast connections to
act as temporary index and switching
stations, making fast searches and
downloads a reality. Another
alternative is Gnutella, which works
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<@ by connecting every personal

computer running the software in a
vast, centreless web, with each
computer relaying search requests
and results to the next. Unlike
Napster, Aimster, Scour et al, its
network architecture is totally
decentralised, working independently
of the software used to perform the
swapping. To understand it, you need
to think of it more as a 'structure’
than an object which performs an
(ilegal) function.

The clever bit is that Gnutella
uses a number of independent
‘clients’, which are pieces of third
party software that use the structure
to do the file swapping, which in turn

o | St Pt | | P | s | Gt |

A Sovtat Camty Dsams 2}

W

o L e i R

4 & -a "wa
——

tm—.:-.m e e R Pt iomas «-|—'
Prabets Sgmt ) Dowtest. i NIWRAED 22 IBMN Puids Sorma - Casd few
ey LT e

& s oo Protes St

Fi

_ onllpc markztp(acc_

2D

Y “the world’s

makes litigation an even more
problematic process! This has
confounded the RIAA to the point
where it's now hoping that computer
manufacturers will incorporate copy
protection into their hardware in a
bid to stop the flow of copyrighted
material off individual user's hard
drives. The idea is that it will dry up
the flow of swappable files like a
dammed river.

This in itself is problematic. All
previous hardware and software-
based copy protection systems have
faited, including the SDMI (Secure
Digital Music Initiative), Microsoft's
copy protection on their WMA music
format and even the much-vaunted
SCMS (Serial Copyright Management
System) which simply isn't enabled
when copying CDs on computers. It's
a tough one, and perhaps the major
factor limiting file sharing will be the
‘ease-of-use' of the actual software
itself.

When Napster was shut down
last year, many smaller file sharing
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networks, from OpenNap to

eDonkey2000, began to boom and
Gnutella, reputed to be the best P2P
system, showed astonishing growth.
Before Napster died, it had around
10,000 users, but soon Gnutella
swelled to over 50,000 in August
2001.Then a cloud appeared on
Gnutella's horizon in the shape of
FastTrack, which grew so rapidly that
it now claims nearly 1.5 million users.
To wit, Gnutella has now
dwindled to around 20,000 and now
the race is on to get users back. Both
BearShare and LimeWire, the two
top Gnutella ‘client’ developers, have
been adding new features and trying
new network configurations. So we
decided to put BearShare (a Gnutella
client) against Grokster (a FastTrack
client), with the intention of
discovering which offers the best fix
for the music hungry file swapper.

BEARSHARE 2.5.0

www.bearshare.com
A popular file-sharing program that
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uses the Gnutella network, BearShare
works by connecting to the
thousands of different servers
integrated into the system, 'blindly’
hoping for a hit. This obviously takes
time, and so isn't really practical on a
dial-up connection unless you really
aren't in a hurry.All Gnutella clients
share this characteristic - and it's this
way purely so the RIAA can't close it
down.

The program isn't the most user-
friendly of things - but once you get
the hang of it, it's easy enough.You
get a choice of options - HOSTS
displays the computers it's accessing,
SEARCH lats you search for music
files, DOWNLOADS lists the files
you are currently downloading - or
trying to download and UPLOADS
does the same for files on your
computer you're sharing with others.
FILES lists the files you've
downloaded, and gives a great
scrolling display of the songs on the
network it's searching through
currently (which it does contin-
uously). STATISTICS gives a dizzying
array of stats on things such as
bandwidth, transfer speeds and all
sorts of server details. CONSOLE
gives a progress report about error
encountered.

Generally, BearShare is hard to
criticise. This latest 2.5.0 version lets
you choose between music, video,
and any other types of media to be
downloaded. Previous versions simply
went looking for anything. it would be
nice if it had an audio player or video
player built in, but then again your
Windows OS is bound to have one
these days. It works pretty robustly -
downloads are decently fast and you
can resume broken ones if need be.
One quibble is that it's rumoured




that BearShare contains spyware
(software that monitors what you do
when you are on the net). If you have
a problem with this, it's best to
investigate further.

GROKSTER 1.5.1
www.grokster.com

Based on the FastTrack system,
Grokster claims to solve the three
fundamental problems of file-sharing
services: slow search speeds, limited
search capabilities and failed
downloads. It uses distributed, self-
organising network where neither
search requests nor actual downloads
pass through any central server. It's
multi-layered, so that more powerful
computers get to be search hubs (or
‘SuperNodes') which are automat-
ically switched on and off as need be.
It boasts an ‘Intelligent Download
system' to improve download speed
and reliability -it searches for the
fastest source of any particular file
and duly selects it.

Interestingly it divides files into
several chunks, each chunk being
downloaded from a separate source.
For example, users on fast cable
modems can download simulta-
neously from 5 users, achieving a
total download speed 5 times higher
than a single modem. If a download

a

BearShare

fails from one source, the next
source is tried until a new network
search is performed to find more
sources. Grokster also boasts
Automatic Meta Data Assignment
(AMDA) which automatically extracts
all the file information. For MP3 files
this comprises Title, Album, Artist,
Length, and bitrate; for Video files it
comprises Resolution, Colour Depth
and Codec; for Word documents it
comprises Author, Title and Version.
This meta data is then automatically
arranged in a personalised media
library.

Using Grokster is also pretty
easy. MY GROKSTER gives you
Windows Explorer-style file menu
with all the music you've
downloaded. SEARCH lets you search
for any files you wish to download,
TRAFFIC shows what files are either
being downloaded or trying to be
downloaded. NEW SEARCH lets you
search again (i.e. refresh the search)
assuming you've drawn a blank. As
with BearShare, there's a small
amount of advertising popping up in
various areas, but nothing that's big
enough to obstruct what you're
doing.

Again, Grokster is hard to
criticise. Frankly both of these
programs are much of a muchness.

L computer audio

They're good, solid bits of code that
get the job done, but don't have the
beautiful look, slick navigation and
high standards of presentation that,
say, Microsoft's Window's Media
Player 7 or Steinberg's GetltOn CD
boast. Ultimately, Grokster is
marginally more powerful (i.e.
‘tweakable') and commensurately
fiddly - but there's really not much in
it.

THE VERDICT

The overall message is that -
whatever the politics of their
respective systems - BearShare and
Grokster are effective ways to get
free music. Neither has the slick
ergonomics of Napster, but frankly
they're not that far off. So if you want
free music, it's still readily available.
Don't think that the end of Napster
means the end of free downloads.
Much to the chagrin of the RIAA it's
still very much alive and kicking. But
home taping never did kill music, and
it seems unlikely file sharing will do
so either, according to the music
industry’s own figures. Back in 1980
Britons bought 92.6m albums; twenty
years later they bought a massive
216.5m albums. Perhaps copying or
file sharing brings music to a wider
audience and increases sales.
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David Price tries out Steinberg's brand new 'get
it on CD 3.0' CD authoring software.

ust a couple of years ago, if

you wanted to burn CDs on

your PC, you could count the
number of software options available
to you on the fingers of one hand.
There was the evergreen EzCD (then
from Adaptec, not Roxio as now),
Nero and err, that's it. Now though,
barely a day goes by without another
product joining the fray. Why should
we be anything more than faintly dis-
interested in Steinberg's latest 'get it
on CD? Well, | have to register my
bias. Over the past few months, the
company has released a stream of
brilliant computer audio products -
from My MP3 Pro to Clean. For this
reason alone, Steinberg's latest CD
burning package deserves more than
a cursory glance.

As CD burning is more than just
about audio, this package comes fully
tooled up for burning a range of
media to silver disc. To wit, you get
MovieXone software from AIST
which lets you view, edit and enhance
your home videos, along with a Photo
CD browser and a CD-Extra burner
which creates mixed audio and data
discs (letting you burn music CDs
with enhanced videos for playing on
your DVD). But Steinberg hasn't
skimped on the audio, for this is just
about the most comprehensive
product I've come across for
committing your choice tunes to
Compact Disc.

For example, get it on CD
combines several modules from its
other software.When | first clicked
on the icon on my desktop and the
program loaded up, | was surprised
to see Wavelab's effects tools pop up
on the screen before me. These are
permanently available should you
decide any of the tracks you wish to
burn are in need of additional
volume, equalisation, stereo spread
etc. and you can even add dither

(what Sony call ‘Super Bit Mapping’)
for better sound! Then there's
Wavel ab's audio editor - which lets
you cut, paste, delete, crossfade or
fade in or out your tracks.

Despite its complexity, GIOCD
isn't hard to use. Once again, I'd cite
Roxio's Easy CD Creator as a shining
example of how to make the process
easy (and Nero as the polar
opposite), but Steinberg's product
falls adroitly in the middle. If you
follow the Wizard - which loads upon
launching, it's almost as easy as EzCD.
You get a choice of creating an audio
CD, creating a data/mixed CD,
backing up your data to CD, copying
a CD (doing a direct bit-for-bit copy),
grabbing audio from CD, designing
CD labels or converting your files to
MP3 or WMA.,

Essentially, the ‘grabbing audio
from your CD' choice is the mainstay
of the program, as it works around
the idea of importing music (be it in
MP3, WAV, WMA format from your
hard drive or tracks from an audio
CD) into the editing window, where
it can be processed using the
aforementioned digital effects or
edited and then burned. In the
process, the program will log into the
net, go to the CDDB database and
find all the relevant text information
(i.e. artist, title etc.) for you, should
you wish - and turn it into CD Text
which it will write onto your disc
(assuming your burner is thus
equipped).lt even transtates MP3 1D
tag data to CD Text too!

For a program of such incredible
depth and diversity, get it on CD is
impressively straightforward.
Navigation is simple - a number of
tool bars pop up giving direct access
to Photo CD editing, CD transport,
audio editing etc., so there's no need
to click through an exhaustive set of
menus and sub-menus to get where

you want to
go. Familiar
Windows
Explorer-style

file menus are
used for
dragging and
dropping the
files you want

to burn to the
"burn window',
and then it's
simply a case of clicking on
CD/WRITE CD, entering the disc
label and sitting back to watch the
action.

Steinberg's get it on CD is easily
the most versatile CD authoring
package I've seen. EzCD is a touch
more user friendly but not as
versatile, while Nero is more
powerful (if you want complete
control of every disc sector on your
CD-R) yet much harder to use.The
joy of this product is how impres-
sively it bridges the gap between the
two extremes, and adds a host of
useful extra facilities tooll 2

Steinberg get it on CD 3.0 £29.99

Steinberg Media Technologies
AG Neuer Hoeltigbaum 22-32
22143 Hamburg

Germany

Tel: +49-40-21035-0
info@seinberg.de
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INSPIR
THINK

David Price tries out
Creative Labs' next big
thing, the Inspire 5300
5.1 multimedia
surround speaker
system.

ow that two channel com-

puter audio is firmly estab-

lished, the race is on to cap-
ture the surround-sound market. As
most new PCs have DVD drives built
in - capable of reading 5.1 channel
movie discs - there's been a dramatic
rise in the number of multi-channel
soundcards sold. According to Chart
Track, 50% are now 5.1 thus
equipped.To wit, there's a growing
need of multi-channel speaker sys-
tems - right now 23% sold in the UK
are of this type, and the number's
growing fast.

Enter Creative Labs' Inspire 5.1,
the company's entry level multi satel-
lite and sub set-up which sells for
£99.99. For £279.99 the company will
sell you the same system with built in
DTS decoding, or a cheaper alterna-
tive is the 'surround’ kit which com-
prises the Inspire 5300 and Creative's
own Audigy soundcard (complete
with 5.1 DTS) for £149.99.

The package comprises five 6W
RMS satellite speakers, the front
three having 2m cables and the rear
two coming with 5m. Five desktop
stands are supplied, along with an
additional monitor stand for the front
centre speaker.The 18W RMS
subwoofer comes complete with a
wired master volume control, and an
AC power adapter. The satellites have
contoured face plates with colour-
customisable grilles should you tire of
their boring black finish. Together, the
system has a claimed frequency
response of 47Hz-20kHz and a
claimed signal-to-noise ratio of 75dB.
For something of such modest cost,
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build quality is better than you'd
expect. Heavily reminiscent of last
year's Creative Labs' Cambridge
SoundWorks Digital (a cracking two-
channel system for just £60, complete
with built-in DAC!), the 436g
satellites are quite solid considering
their dinky 92x96x1 1 2mm
dimensions.The 3.6kg sub is made of
black MDF and measures up at
240x220x222mm. With all the wires
provided, connecting up is straight-
forward enough, and there's precious
little hum or hiss from the internal
amp even at high volumes.
Connected up to Creative Labs’
own Audigy soundcard, fed by a
Pioneer DVD-ROM drive, the Inspire
system didn't sound half bad. Indeed,
considering that its rivals are little
more than toys (at the end of the
market), it was a star.You get a
surprisingly clean and distortion-free
midband. Thanks to those small
drivers it's fast and tight, with
practically no overhang. Moving up
the frequency range, treble is crisp
and clear, although frankly | doubt the
claimed 20kHz frequency response -
it's hardly the most spacious and airy
of high ends and simply sounds like it
rolls off a lot lower. Bass isn't bad
either. Through judicious twiddling of
the sub level controls and some
careful positioning, you can get the
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sub and sats to crossover surprisingly
smoothly. The bass unit isn't partic-
ularly boomy, and the whole shebang
integrates quite well.

Thanks to those tiny cabinets,
these things beam out of the box
brilliantly - image projection is great
and, in small rooms at least, they can
really surround you with sound.
Whether it's Pulp Fiction's Dolby
Digital 5.1 soundtrack or indeed
Pulp's decidedly two channel 'Disco
2000, they're uncannily tight, lithe and
punchy. Indeed, for near field
playback, this is a superb system for
the money, and so much better than
its price rivals that it's almost unfair
to make comparisons.

The problem comes if you like
high levels. At this stage you
remember that the Inspire 5300
really is just a cheapie, and not
something higher up the food chain.
Even at relatively modest levels, it
breaks up and starts to lose its
brilliant sense of timing and
impressive dynamics as the sub gets
increasingly more asthmatic.
Remember its £100 price tag though
and you can't fail to be impressed - if
you're PC is now 5.1 channel
equipped, this is brilliant value. 1

Creative Labs Inspire 5.1 5300 £99.95

www.europe.cregtive.com

World Verdict
£8&&

Superb value if you
want surround sound on
a budget, and they also
do two-channel pretty
well too. Another
quintessential Creative
Labs budget
blockbuster!
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Here’s a list of products that are a good buy. We've tried to cater for a range of tastes,
identifying strong products in every area. We're agnostic so you'll find a wide range of
products, from valve pre-amps through to MiniDisc players. Products marked * are

recently out of production but make a good second-hand buy.

Prices shown are those at
the time of the review

Roksan Caspian CD player
Solid as a ROK

COMPACT DISC

ARCAM FMj CD23 £1100
This British-built player is extremely versatile.
Controlled and detailed with a musical insight
that few match. (Jul 2000}

CAMBRIDGE CD4SE* £200
A touch soft in the treble but outstanding in
every other respect. (Feb 98)

KENWOOD DP-3080/11* £180
Has great clarity and presence for the price.
Not as naturally expressive as the CD4SE

ROKSAN CASPIAN £895
The Caspian has a smooth, slightly bright
sound with some of the clearest treble in the
business.Very engaging, dynamic character.
(Aug 97)

ROTEL RCD 951 £300
HDCD capability at a midrange price. Plain
Jane looks but solid construction. There is
some higher than average measured
distortion which may take the edge off this
otherwise tempting product. (Aug 99)

MICHELL GYRODEC SE £775
Exquisitely built, infinitely upgradeable deck
that gives true high end sound at mid-fi
prices.

MICHELL ORBE £2000
Fantastically capable all rounder with
commanding, powerful, detailed sound that
gets the best from almost any arm and
cartridge. Supreme build, brilliant value. (Apr
95)

ORIGIN LIVE
COMPACT DISC STANDARD (KIT) £145
TRANSPORTS

SONIC FRONTIERS

TRANSPORT £6999
Cutting-edge design and technology combine
to make this one very desirable product. The
only problem is the fantasy hi-fi price. (Sep
98)

TEAC P-30 £2500
Cheap it isn't, but then it sounds like a million
digital dollars. Nothing short of superb. (Jun
97)

TEACVRDS-T! £600
Excellent mid-price silver disc spinner with a
powerful, expansive and warm sound. Easily
beats most sub-£1000 designs. A good choice
for the budget concious who want the
best.(Feb 95}

Good in standard form with AC motor;
frighteningly good with a DC motor and
battery PSU.

PINK TRIANGLE TARANTELLAZ£680

Not only does the Tarantella have more style
than a catwalk full of models, it also combines
PT’s usual clarity with real authority. (Oct 97)

PRO-JECT DEBUT £lio
Straight out of the box and onto the shelf!
Nothing short of a bargain.Vinyl’s never had it
so good, so cheaply!

REGA PLANAR 2 £214
Brilliant starter deck with extremely polished
manner. Better built £274 Planar 3 is a great
all-in-one package that eats mid-price CD
players for breakfast.

though, (Feb 98) DACs ROKSAN XERXES X £1295
DSU or XPS 3.5 power supply £150/170
LEINN KARIK IlI* £1775 extra. Excellent pitch stability from a new
; CAMBRIDGE AUDIO .
Und ted and overlooked, the final Karik i
nder rated and overlooke e final Kari DACMAGIC 3* £99 Swiss motor and outboard power supply.Very

was a gem. Superb transport gives a brilliantly
tight, grippy dynamic sound, albeit tonally
rather dry.

MARANTZ CD-17 KI-S £1100
The Marantz excels in all areas. Without
doubr this is one of the most involving CD
players on the planet. Build quality is also
exemplary. (Sep 97)

MARANTZ CD-63

MKIt KI-S* £400
Similar to the CD-63SE but more powerful
bass and an all-round smoother sound.The
famous Kl tweaks pay off again. Whether or

Superb value for money with extensive
facilities and solid, detailed sonics. Upgrades
any sub-£300 player.

DCS ELGAR £8500
Future-proof convertor which will handle
24/96 and 24/192. Extremely open and
natural performer. (Nov 97)

DPA LITTLE 8IT 3* £299
A taste of the high end on a budget. Rich,
clean, punchy sound transforms budget CD
players.

tight bass, fine dynamics and revealing clarity.
(Jan 97)

SYSTEMDEK (IX900*/RB250 £330
A fine all-rounder and easy to upgrade too.
More depth and breadth than Rega Planar 3.
(Sep 94)

VESTAX BDT-2000 €225
A stylish looking deck with infinitely variable
speed 16-90 rpm, DC belt drive and built-in
MM phono stage. Good value, with plenty of
chassis room for alternative arms, if required.
(Sep 99)

it i cti ; f MIDIMAN FLYING COW £299
not it is stilt pre-eminent against the vastly TONEARMS
improved competition is a matter of opinion. Excellent as a DAC and doubles as an ADC
for archiving to CDR. (Jun 98) Great value, as
HADCOCK 242 SE £649

MERIDIAN 506 20-8IT* £1100
Very detailed and revealing player. More
cerebral than visceral sounding, however. (May
95)

MUSICAL FIDELITY X-RAY  £800
Commonsense sturdy CD player of
exceptional ability. Clear and detailed with
high quality internal processing system.The
X-Ray is inclined to show up poor
recordings, but it's only doing its job! (Feb 99)

NAD $500 £1000
This dynamic top of the range Silverline
spinner delights with any type of music.
Exciting, sophisticated sounding and highly
recommended.(Jun 2000)

is junior version Flying Calf at £109. (Feb 99)

MUSICAL FIDELITY X-DAC* £300
A bargain for normal CDs and even better
with HDCD:s. (Nov 97)

SONIC FRONTIERS

PROCESSOR 3 £6999
Quality never comes cheap! This DAC oozes
class and when matched with the Transport 3
is certainly up with the best. (Sep 98)

TURNTABLES

LINN SONDEK LPI2 BASIK £1100
Off the pace these days in many respects but
still an extremely sweet and engaging listen
with a quintessentially analogue sound.

Latest of a long line of unipivot arms. Added
mass makes the 242 suitable for both low
compliance MCs and straw-in-the-wind high
compliance types. Revised geometry and
chromium plating completes a first-class job.
(Jun 2000)

NAIM ARO* €975
Truly endearing and charismatic performer -
wonderfully engaging mid-band makes up for
softened frequency extremes

REGA RB300 £180
Some may prefer the simpler RB250 at £130.
Detailed, tight, rhythmic sound but tonally
rather grey and cold=sounding. Still excellent
value, though.
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Call us to arrange a
demo or visit our
UPDATED website at:
www.audiovector.co.uk

* New $6 Signature (shown right)
which replaces old X Series.

* New “Avantgarde” versions of
all M Series speakers

* New “Improved” M Series

* New AV3C Improved centre channel,
including Signature version

* New MSub Active subwoofer

Visit our website or clip the coupon for
details and prices of all of the above
new products to be sent to you.

IPost to: Audiovector UK, Unit 7, Wren |}
tindustrial Estate, Coldred Road, I
IMaidstone, ME15 9YT Tel: 01622 201983
IWeb: www.audiovector.co.uk 1
:Please send me info on Audiovector :

]

]

AUDIOVECTOR

www.supradirect.co.uk

The ONE-STOP SECURE WEBSITE for SUPRA cables

to improve your Hi-Fi and/or Home Cinema system.
** ONLINE CREDIT CARD PURCHASES via 128bit SSL ™

Hi-Fi Nuts Products now available;

Upgrade your existing cheap ,, . o

cables and enjoy better - ELESC, 2000 SATNIISAD

AWi\oIl?lgm;lvlill;';lyngh Choice “Best Buy” EFF-ISL cable

- upra )

speaker and interlink cables! Classic 4T

Home Cinema Users What Video - “Best Buy” cable

n a er.

Choose from Supra’s range of Quattro 4x4T Bi-Wire

composite, s-video, or Hi-Fi World - “Highly recommended”

RGB/Component video cables to Ply 3.4 & Ply 3.4/S shielded

improve your picture quality. HiLFi Choice - “Recommended”
Or use Supra co-ax digital or
fibre optic cables from DVD to AV6 RGB scart to scart
AV processor/amp/receiver What Hi-Fi - 5 STAR winner
~_ Div’ers OTHER NEW PRODUCTS:
Fit Supra Boxcon 4mm Trico Co-ax digital cable
terminals to your kit amplifier ZAC Fibre Optic cable
or loudspeakers. AV?2 s-video cable

. . AV3 RGB/component video cable
Quick and simple

instructions for obtaining Lo-Rad shielded mains cable
better cables:

1- VISIT: Ic
www.supradirect.co.uk “‘“ ﬂo \
2 - VIEW the range on/offline

(download the PDF catalogue) %\
3 - SELECT from the wide range 8TR

4 - SAVE money when you make L trustITIe

your purchase
We belong to the
5. ENJOY Which? Webtrader Code of Practice

-

\_

Bocchino Audio Connectors

Australia’s finest range of high-end phono connectors

Upgrade your phono cable connectors from the
low-conductivity, gold-plated brass types

to the Bocchino Brenda phono plugs.

Each plug is fabricated from one-piece of

HIGH CONDUCTIVITY, OXYGEN FREE COPPER,

luxuriously silver-plated and
finished with hard-gold-plating.

Brenda™ B7 (single bay, short) - £99/pair

Brenda™ B7 (dual bay) - £109/pair (top left picture)
Brenda™ B9 (dual bay) - £149/pair (top right picture)

Common features: Each plug machined from a solid billet of
99.94%+ pure High Conductivity Oxygen Free Copper,

then plated with 15+ micron silver
and 1.0+ micron hard gold.
Signal tips plated with 3.0+ micron hard gold.

Now available from specialist accessory dealers.
Or BUY DIRECT via our SECURE website at:

www.bocchino-audio.co.uk

Trade/OEM enquiries welcome
- please contact sole UK distributor -

Bocchino Audio UK, PO Box 364, Maidstone, ME15 9FE

Email: sales@bocchino-audio.co.uk
Tel: 01622 201983 Fax: 01622 761560

<

/

SONIC DESIGN® DAMPING FEET

www.sonicdesign.co.uk

Virtues of using Sonic Design Damping Feet

These feet will give a substantial decrease in loudspeaker cabinet movements. This is apparent
when you put one finger softly against the top of the front baffle, as it vibrates much less after
damping. The transmission of vibrations from the cabinet into the floor will also be reduced. The
music will be cleaner, with a less coloured sound quality.

For Loudspeakers:

Audiophile Damping Feet provide the best possible isolation and damping but it is important
that the feet are optimised to the weight of your loudspeakers. Both the stiffness and size of the
feet are selected to achieve this. Speakers within the range 5 to 200 kg can be optimised. Let us
know the mass of your loudpseakers and we can advise you the correct set to purchase.

The Standard Loudspeaker Damping Feet have a large overload margin, and are lower priced
than the Audiophile version. The resonance frequency is a few Hertz higher. The colour is nut
brown, except for the stiffest feet which are grey. The standard feet are produced in four different
weight classes and do not need to be fine tuned to specific loudspeaker models.

For CD/DVD Players:

The CD Damping Feet are made from the same material as the Standard Damping Feet. If the
sound of your CD/DVD player is sensitive to vibrations, the CD Feet will be the way to go. The
sensitivity to shock and the accompanying mistracking will be reduced with the use of the CD
feet. They can also be used with any other audio product that you would like to isolate from
vibrations. The set contains four small and one large foot. The large foot is used if the centre of
gravity is off-centre or for those CD/DVD players that have five feet.

BEFORE >>: << AFTER:
(top) 125 Hz sine (top) 125Hz Sine signal
signal to the to the speaker, (lower)

floor movement, using
soft feet (note floor
signal magnified x2)

speaker, (lower)
floor movement,
using spikes

Damping Feet for CD players (pack of 5) - £9.99
Available in three sizes: 2-5kg, 5-10kg, 10-25kg

Damping Feet for Loudspeakers (pack of 8) - £19.99
Available in four sizes: upto 12kg, 12-28kg, 28-50kg, 50-100kg

Audiophile Damping Feet for Loudspeakers - £44.99
Available for most high-end loudspeakers from 5kg upto 200kg

Available from all good specialist hi-filaccessory dealers (trade enquiries
welcome - email sales@sonicdesign.co.uk or fax 01622 761560)
Or, in case of difficulty, on the internet at: www.sonicdesign.co.uk



Prices shown are those at the
time of the review

Musical Fidelity X-Cans2
Warm, sumptuous, sweet sound

SME 3009SII £309
Once state of the art, but no longer. Weak at
frequency extremes and detail, but its
legendary serviceability makes it a cult in
Japan. Can be picked up for peanuts second-
hand. (Jan 93)

SME 309 £689
A down-market version of the IV and V with
aluminium armtube and detachable headshell.
Tight. neutral sound with good tonality, but
lacks the IV's pace and precision. Like the
older SME 3009 series, this arm is also
available in 10™ and 12" versions. (Jan 93}

CARTRIDGES

AUDIO TECHNICA

AT-110E £30
Great starter cartridge that's refined, detailed
and musical beyond its price. Best value MM
under £50

GOLDRING 1012GX £74
An accomplished MM with a solid bass,
slightly forward midband and clean transients.
Very reasonable price for such an able
performer. (Jul 93)

DNM MICA £185
Betters Goldring’s 1042 and costs only £135
on trade-in. An assured and transparent MM,
(Feb 98)

DYNAVECTOR DV20X-H £299
The best modern budget MC combines
deliciously sweet sound with fantastic get-up-
and-go. High output version works a treat
with valve phono stages too.

\ N Y \
- - v W - -

Citty Ve

MUSIC MAKER £575
v¥hen mated with a good quality arm, this
hand finished high-output pick-up gives an
ear-boggling account of itself. Very high
compliance ensures maximum information
retrieval. An absolute (grain orientated) gem.
(Feb 99)

ORTOFON MC 7500 £2000
Conclusive proof that there’s hope for the
world. It's a long time ago now but this high-
priced favourite still earns its niche - CD
lovers would die if they heard it. (May 94)

ORTOFON MC I5

SUPER Il £140
Not quite as good as the dearer Supremes
but the Super Il is a splendid introduction to
the joys of moving-coil cartridges.

GOLDRING 1042 £130
One of the best Moving Magnet cartridges
going, with beautiful treble and muscular bass.
New low price makes it a bargain.

ORTOFON ROHMANN £1000

In a way it's MC 2000 meets MC 7500 with
great tonal strengths and a dynamo sound.

(Apr 96)

INTEGRATED
AMPLIFIERS

AUDIO ANALOGUE

PUCCINI SE £595
This superbly-built ltalian integrated has a
lucidity and control which leaves others
nowhere. Sound stage a wow. (Dec 97)

AUDIOLAB 8000a * £495
Well rounded integrated with smooth and
detailed sound plus a huge feature count.
Great build makes later versions a top used
buy.

DENON PMA-250SE £160
It might not have bags of grunt but the
Denon can sound exceedingly natural and
open. (Feb 97)

McINTOSH MA6800* £3735
The MA6800 not so much plays music as
takes control of it, with effortless bass drive.
(Sep 95)

MISSION CYRUS 2 *

Classic eighties minimalism combines
arresting styling with clean, open, lively sound.
Further upgradable with PSX power supply.

£299

| world favourites

MUSICAL FIDELITY

X-CANS2 £160
Warm, sumptuous, sweet sound h/phone amp.
gives startling results with a decent set of
headphones.

NAIM NAIT 3 * £575
Superb rhythms and dynamics make for great
music making, but tonally monochromatic.
Super optional phono stage makes it ideal for
vinyl junkies.

ROKSAN CASPIAN £695
Smooth, warm integrated with remote
control that works happily into most
‘speakers. (Dec 97)

SONNETEER ALABASTER £995
Builds on the strengths of the Campion with
ample control, colour and drive. (Oct 97)

PHONO STAGES

CREEK OBH-8 SE £180

Punchy, rhythmic character with oodles of
detail makes this a great budget audiophile
product.

LFD MISTRAL

PHONO STAGE * £300
The Mistral has a warmth and involvement
that make many pricier stages sound
overpriced.

MICHELL DELPHINI

MONOBLOCS £1995
Analogue tour-de-force gives supremely clean,
detailed and finely resolved sound with
breathtaking dynamics. Great value, even at
this price.

MUSICAL FIDELITY X-LP £125

One of the famous MF X series. Full marks
throughout for clarity and detail. Switchable
between MM and MC. indestructible build!

(May 99)

PRO-JECT PHONO BOX £39
Not the last word in many respects buta
thoroughly honest piece of work. Inexpensive
introduction to all that vinyl has to offer. MM
and MC provision plus choice of two
impedances.

ROKSAN ARTAXERXES X £950
With the Attessa PSU the Artaxerxes X
MM/MC stage still shines. Great stage depth,
neutrality and tonal colour. (Oct 97)

248 Lee High Rd, London SE13 5PL (Mon - Sat 10am to 6.30pm Clused Thurs & Sun)

¢ NI ONLY A GLASSIK BUT MUGH MORE

- ) A »~
- v

Save over £300 on this Linn/Celestion System
his is just one of the fabulous systems avallable during our
Autumn promotion. The offer may be limited in quantity but

you can be sure that any product or system we stock is available

for audition and backed by experienced staff who work to fulfill
the Billy Vee pledge - to give the ultimate in musical satisfaction

8 Free delivery (U.K. Mainland) & local installation included

8 Five year parts and two year labour warranty on this system

H Deferred & Interest Free Credit available 0% APR - Call for details.

B Arcam, B&W, Linn, Naim, Rega, TAG & more available for audition

> Call 020 8318 5755 or 8852 1321 now!

Individually, Linn Classik - any colour £995. Celestion Compact A £599
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SONNETEER SEDLEY £399
Combines transparency and fine dynamics
with excellent rhythmic ability. (May 98)

PRE-AMPLIFIERS

AMC 1100 £150
Suffers from un-defeatable tone controls but
an extremely good value piece of kit. Partners
the similarly budget level AMC 2200 power

amplifier; also at £150. Comfortable beginners’

choice. (Mar 99)

AUDIO ANALOGUE

BELLINI £475
Showcases AA's characteristic mix of clarity
and musicality and blasts the competition.

(Apr 98)

CHORD CPA(800 £1800
Clarity, insight and control are second to
none - an addictive mixture. (Mar 98)

CROFT VITALE £350
A modestly priced valve pre-amp with
exceptionally transparent performance. MM
phono stage plus three line stages are
standard, Volume controls are separate for
each channel, thus giving balance adjustment.
A remarkable item in all respects. (Feb 2000)

XTC PRE-I * £1000
Almost valve-like in its smoothness, the line-
level Pre-1 is warm and seductively clear.
(Nov 96)

POWER AMPLIFIERS

ARCAM 9 * £400
With T0W on tap, the 9P will drive most
loudspeakers with a spacious and detailed
sound. Good bass welly too. (Dec 96)

CHORD SPM400 £1400
There's a sense of effortless power to the
Chord that gives music real scale and
presence. (Mar 98)

MARANTZ MODEL 9 * £8000
Authentic reproduction monoblocs still more
than cut the sonic mustard. Highly expensive
and highly sought after.(Mar 97)

MICHELL ALECTO £1989
Crisp, clean and beautifully controlled with
gorgeous styling, Partnered with the £1650
Orca this is a superb winning combo.

(Oct 98)

MUSICAL FIDELITY X-A200£1000/pair
200W of high-end monobloc power in a
grooved tube. (Aug 98)

NAIM NAP180 £1060
Partnered with a NACB82, this has classic
Naim control, and a superbly rhythmic
presentation.

TUNERS

CAMBRIDGE 7500

An extremely engaging tuner with a
performance at odds with its low price. Not
exactly a Troughline, but you may not
notice.., (Feb 99)

£180

CREEK T43 £399
Excellent detail, separation and dynamics. A
great little tuner and unbeatable at this price.
(May 98)

MARANTZ STI17 £600

A positive dreadnought of a tuner. Sweet and
refined but with a heavy punch when needed.
A tuner of this quality demands a decent
aerial. (Jul 99)

MISSION CYRUS FM7* £300
Clear and lucid sound puts it up with the
best. Superb build too. (Apr 94)

NAIM NATO03 £595
The NAT03's warm, atmospheric sound is
further proof of Naim's proficiency with
tuners. (Sep 93)

SONY ST-SA3ES*

Beguiling RDS tuner for the sonically
discerning. Good ergonomics and sensitive
oo,

(Apr 97)

CASSETTE DECKS

£250

AIWA AD-S750* £200
Sonically a very decent machine at the price.
Comes fitted with Dolby B, C and the dead
handy Dolby S. (Apr 96)

AIWA AD-S950* £300
A stable transport, superb head and Dolby S
make the AD-5950 an excellent all-rounder.
(Feb 95)

KENWOOD KX-3080* £160
A simple deck, but excellent-quality head and
transport give top quality sound.

(Oct 96)

PIONEER CT-S740S £430
A great piece of engineering from Pioneer,
with first-rate sound. (jun 96)

YAMAHA KX-580SE*

The 'SE’ tag is more than a marketing
gimmick. Sound is solid and clear with Dolby
S. (Sep 97)

£250

LOUDSPEAKERS

CASTLE EDEN £469
Impressively vice-free 'speakers that offer
great transparency and involvement. One of a
select band that simply makes music
regardless. (Mar 97)

EPOS ESiI2* £495
Strong, punchy bass is allied to finely detailed,
articulate midrange and sparkling treble.
(Oct 96)

b

Kef Cresta | loudspeakers
A very musical sound

KEF CRESTA | £100
Delightfully sophisticated presentation for the
price.Won't blow the roof off, but will deliver
a very musical sound. (April 2000)

KLIPSCH HERESY Il £1100
An outstanding high sensitivity loudspeaker
with midrange and treble horns coupled with
infinite baffle 12" bass driver. Effortless, fast
and accurate. (May 99)

MISSION 752 * £495
Cracking mid-price mini towers combined

HDA drive units and metal dome tweeters
with surprisingly warm results. Benign load
characteristics makes them great for valves.

MISSION 771 £170
Characteristically fast, punchy Mission sound
from the Aerogel mid/bass and silk-dome
tweeter. (Jul 98)

TS5
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248 Lee High Rd, London SE13 SPL (Mon - Sat 10am to 6.30pm Closed Thurs & Sun)
You can't touch it but you sure can feel it

You can't see it but you really can hear it
Call 020 8318 5755 & join us for true

2O

~

What is true hi-fi performance?

Here's a simple truth.You can believe what you read but
you will never really know how good something is until
you listen. A demonstration is worth a thousand words
and our hi-fi systems all have one thing in common, we
guarantee you will get more from your music! When you
hear what we mean, you will never look back. Honest!
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Elac CL82 Speakers

QUAD ESL 63 * £3450

A reference against which all other
loudspeakers are judged, the '63s have superb
imaging and genuine transparency.

TANNOQY AMS8 * £2700
Bold sounding pro active monitor with solid
bass, clear midrange and delicious treble. (Aug
96)

TANNOY MERCURY m2 * £140
A true audiophile bargain which embarrasses
many more expensive boxes. Never mind the
price, let your ears decide. (May 97)

MINIDISC PLAYERS

KENWOOD DM-9090 £500
One of the best MD players yet. ATRAC 4.5
gives clean and very musical recordings from
this Kenwood. (Jan 98)

SONY MDS-)B930Q £250
Great mid-price machine that adds better
build and facilities to the '530's already
excellent sonics.

SONY MDS-JASOES * £1300
This Sony can put the wind up Nakamichi
cassette decks when used with better blank
MDs. (Apr 98)

SONY MDS-JES55ES

MiniDisc recorder £520
The best sounding MD deck made so far,
thanks to awesome build and heroic ATRAC-
DSP Type R coding.

Alesis Masterdisk
A glimpse of the future

SONY MDS-JES 10 £300
An impressive sound and unmatched
convenience make this MiniDisc player an
excellent buy.

DIGITAL RECORDERS

ALES!IS MASTERDISK £1400

A groundbreaking hard disc recorder with a
built-in CD drive. An amazing bit of kit, and a
glimpse of the future. (July 2000)

KENWOOD DMF-9020 £500
An excellent tool for home recording,
combines convenience, superb sound and a
fair price.(Aug 99)

MARANTZ DR-17 £1100
Probably the best sounding CD recoder on
the market. Built like a brick out house with a
true audiophile sound. HDCD
compatible.(July 2000)

PHILIPS CDR-765 £360
One of the first twin deck recorders/players
that boasts high speed dub facility. Playback
could be warmer, but still a bargain. (Oct 99)

PIONEER PDR-555RW £480
Excellent mid-priced CD recorder that both
plays and records with equal panache.

(Oct 99)

SONY TCD-8 DATMAN * £599
Super clean and detailed sound makes this an
amazing portable. Not as robust as it should
be though.

| world favourites

SENNHEISSER HD-490 £50
Good value cans with an exciting and bassy
sound. Everything one should look for in
headphones at a sensible price.

Nordost Blue Heaven
A simple and effective upgrade

INTERCONNECTS

CHORD COMPANY

CHAMELEON 2 £90/m
One of our favourite favourites, the
Chameleons are musical performers with a
smooth yet open sound.

DNM RESON £40/m
DVD P YERS Neutral and transparent, and a steal at forty
LA quid!
zENONpr:D-soogd h_£'69° NORDOST
lonster build, as you'd expect at this price. BLUE HEAVEN £150/m

Facilites and gadgets galore and drop-dead
high end looks. A very smooth and sophis-
ticated sound, although not as good as
similarly-priced CD players.(Mar 99)

PIONEER DV-717 £700
Well built and a solid performer. with a ‘true’
24/96 digital output. Facilities in abundance
and a controlled, exciting way with CD replay.
Shame it lacks a Dolby Digital decoder!)
(Sep 99)

SONY DVP-S725 £490
One of the best buys in the DVD market.
Available in a dodgy white case, but the
facilities and performance more than make up
for this. Excellent with both music and visuals,
and a whole host of up to the minute
facilities to keep you occupied.(Mar 2000)

HEADPHONES

JECKLIN FLOAT

MODELTWO £99
Wonderful panel-like and open sound from
these esoteric-looking headclamps. Do not
wear in public unless you like being made a
fool of!

Some of the fastest and most transparent
cable around.A simple and effective upgrade.

VAN DEN HUL

ULTIMATE THE FIRST £260/0.6m
Carbon interconnects that help you forget
the electronics and concentrate on the music.
Miraculous transparency.

LOUDSPEAKER CABLE

CHORD COMPANY

RUMOUR £9.95/m
The Rumour is our reference at the price.
Tight and tuneful bass mixed with air and
space results in a cracking cable for the
money.

DNM RESON £6.95/m
This cable has a transparency of sound that's
rarely heard at the price. Excellent value for
money.

NORDOST

BLUE HEAVEN £375/3m pair
This isn't cheap, but it sounds absolutely fab.
An open and spacious sound that simply
carries music.

NEW YEAR DISPLAY CLEARANCE BARGAINS

SOME AS NEW WITH 1 YR WARRANTY. 24HR DEL ONLY £5, CHECK AVAILABLITY BEFORE URUERING

CALL SALES:(020) 8318 5755 or 8852 1321 - 2481+ High Road, London. SE13 57

0% APR is available on purchases of more than £660. Pleasé call for details. Confirm stuch before visit. E&OL

Arcam AVR100 AV Receiver (2Yr G/tee) . . .(799.00) £499.00 Linn CD12 CD Player E/D (2Yr G/tee)
Blueroom Minipod Speakers Var colours . .(289.00) £199.00 Marantz DV4100 DVD Player (1Yr G/tee)
..... (399.00) £199.00 Marantz DV7000 DVD Player (1Yr G/tee)

.. .(12000.00) £7995.00

£199.00
£329.00

Linn Karik/2 CD PlayerS/H (1Yr G/tee) (new 1850.00) £895.00 Naim NAP 250 Power Amp S/H (1Yr G/tee) (1805.00) £1000.00

Linn 5105 Power Amplifiers (2 Yr G/tee) . .(1200.00) £699.00

Linn Kan Speakers (2Yr G/tee) ......... (325.00) £239.00
Linn Keosa Speakers (2Yr G/tee) . ....... (495.00) £299.00
Linn Ninka Cherry Spkrs (2Yr G/tee) . .. .. (985.00) £725.00
Linn 5150 Subwoofer-Cherry (2Yr G/tee) . .(2999.00) £1995.00
Linn Kairn Line Preamp (1Yr G/tee) .. ... (1400.00) £799.00
Linn LP12/Lingo/Akito S/H (1YR G/tee) . . .(2250.00) £1250.00
Linn Keilidh Blk S/H (1Yr G/tee) . ....... (775.00) £395.00

Linn Keltik Speakers Wal (2Yr G/tee) ... .(6000.00) £3950.00

Naim NAP 250 Power Amp (2Yr G/tee) . . .(1805.00) £1445.00

Naim Intro Spkrs - Beech (1Yr /Gtee) . .. .. (790.00) £579.00
ProAc Tablette Speakers (2Yr G/tee) ... .. (649.00) £459.00
Pioneer LCV10 Laptop Port/DVD (1Yr G/tee) (999.00) £499.00
Rotel RCD 971 CD Player (2Yr G/tee) . . . . . (450.00) £269.00

Rotel RV 985 DVD Player (2Yr G/tee) ... .(625.00) £399.00
Vision 42" Plasma Screen (1Yr G/tee) .. .(5150.00) £2990.00
Yamaha KX393 Cassette Deck (2Yr G/tee) .(129.00) £99.00
Yamaha KX493 Cassette Deck (2Yr G/tee) .(179.00) £129.00

|
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world classics

welct

CASSETTE

NAKAMICHI DR-2

A great machine with Nakamichi's legendary
heads. The lowest cost ‘true’ Nakamichi at the
time, retailing for £600.

NAKAMICHI CR-7

The fast of the great ones, and definitely the
best Nakamichi ever (yes, better than a
Dragon)

YAMAHA TC-800G

Early classic in serious cassette. its ski-slope
looks got it a cult following once it had
ceased to be simply ugly.

CD PLAYERS

MERIDIAN 207

Beautifully-built two-box with pre-amp stage.
Very musical although not as refined as
modern Bitstream gear. No digital output.

PIONEER PD-91

Built-to-last player with easy upgrade routes
for modifiers. Not knockout as it stands but
get one cheap and have a go!

CAMBRIDGE CD|

The first two box player with weighted
mechanics and even an optional
Dropout/error counter. Radical and effective
at the time - a classic.

AMPLIFIERS

LEAK POINT ONE,TLI2&TLIO
Ancestors of hi-fi, consequently expensive
nowadays. As with all vintage valve stuff,
overhauling is de rigueur before use, using
original parts if possible

LEAK PRE-AMPS

Line of ‘good for their time' pre-amps. Use of
EF86 pentode valve for high gain rules out
ultra performance. Not the highest-fi

LEAK STEREO 20

Excellent workaday classic valve amp. In good
order the 20 will not disgrace itself. Various
upgrades are available from specialist
repairers

LEAKTLI2+

Plentiful monobloc equivalent of Stereo 20
Reasonably inexpensive and a tweakers’
dream. Genuine vaive hi-fi on a budget.

NAD 3020

You can't argue with success! NAD's budget
transistor integrated gave thousands their
first taste of hi-fi and remains great value

QUAD 33/303 PRE/POWER

Great style and construction, also bullet
proof.Warm and wooly sound, but easy going
A good introduction to early transistor audio
classics.

Garrard 401
A legendary turntable.

QUAD 22/l PRE/POWER

One of the ail-time classic valve amplifiers
Unusual circuit but it works beautifully. 22
pre-amp not up to today’s standards

SUGDEN A21

Seventies transistor integrated has an
eminently likeable smoothness and musicality
Limited inputs via DIN sockets

TECHNICS SE-A5 Mk2

Nice transformer and electronics, shame
about the casework, With tweaking, this
150watter can sound sweet.

LOUDSPEAKERS

KLIPSCHORN

Not exactly plentiful or cheap but a splendid
beast. For efficiency they have seldom been
equalled. Space hungry!

Two completely different ways to achieve the ultimate goal

FAUDIO
ILLUSION

23 Langley Broom

Langley. Berkshire SL3 8NB
(2 mins. Junc. 5 off the M4)
TEL: (01753) 542761 FAX: (01753) 772532

mailto: auidioiliusion« btinternet.com

Pl1EGA

Ot SWIiTZzEHRLAND

“these speakers
blow that ‘posh
design equals
poor sound’,
concept 1o
pieces”

— Adam Rayner
HCC

Each System winners of an

OME CINEM 2

CHOICE
BEST

BUY
AN TR REE

AERIAL

ANCOUSTICS
“this is a Home
Theatre experience
of the highest
order™
— Stuart Robinson
HCC

0% FINANCE (subject to status) with up to 3 years to pay.
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For further information and your local dealer please contact AUDIO ILLUSION

PERFECT SOUND

Whether it be Home Cinema or Audio — there should be no compromise




LEAK SANDWICH

Rather warm sounding big infinite baffle but
cheap with it. With a reasonably powerful
amp can sound quite satisfying.

LOWTHER PM6A

High quality full-range driver: still
manufactured. High sensitivity, as fitted to
many classic horn designs.

MAGNEPLANAR SMGa
Touch dry in the bass but a technological
loudspeaker with genuinely musical abilities.

MISSION 770

Father of the 77 range which continues to
this day. Well mannered with a warm sound
and a kind load to amplifiers.

QUAD ESLS7

Unrivalled. Properly serviced there is nothing
like them.Their natural presentation may
make them caviar to the general.

YAMAHA NSI1000M

Hi-tech favourites of the Japanese and
Americans.Viewed more warily in the UK but
can give excellent results.

TANNOY GRF & AUTOGRAPH

Folded horn monsters which certainly sound
good if you have the space. For Tannoy
vintage see HFW November 1998.

WHARFEDALE SUPER 8 RS DD

Ideal experimenters’ driver. High sensitivity
~14,000 Gauss magnet and extended
frequency range. Inexpensive too!

TANNOY YORK, LANCASTER

Many cimilir models of infinite baffle or reflex
design. Not the last word in tautness but the
drivers work well in modern cabinets.

VINYL

ACOS LUSTRE
Very honest piece of kit, well made and easily
adjusted.Vinyl beginners could do very much worse,

Genius,
Pure Genius

ALPHASON HRI100S

First class arm, up to present-day standards.
Buy carefully, though, as there's no service
available now.

ARISTON RDI |

A one-time king of turntables very similar to
the Linn LP12. Now deposed but worth a
look at the right price.

LINN AXIS

Uncomplicated. lower-price version of the
famous Sondek. Less expensive than some of
its stablemates.

GARRARD 301 & 401

Legendary turntables, once fairly plentiful.
Excellent back-up available; many different
custom plinths available. High quality.

GOLDRING LENCO 88 & 99

Great deck for the kitchen table enthusiast.
Garrard fans won't lock at ‘em but cheap and
capable. Servicing available.

HADCOCK 228

Recently out-classed by Hadcock’s updated
228 Special Edition but a proper hi-fi arm for
all that. Makers still service.

MICHELL FOCUS ONE

20 years and still going strong. Early runner in
the ‘modern’ turntable cycle with a first class
arm. Factory servicing available

SHURE M75§

Recent line-contact improvements have left
the M75 behind but the wide range of
needles make it a handy tool.

SME 3009 IIS

Everlasting classic tone-arm. Spares
permanently available from SME. No longer
the last word but peanuts second-hand.

THORENS TD124

Best classic deck ever?

Judging by the prices they fetch it’s possible -
78rpm too!

world classics

Mid-price deck with a keen following. No
real difficulty with servicing - novices may find
the suspension system unnerving.

TRIO L-07D

Knockout heavyweight from 1980 with
stainless bearing and | 1b platter! Not a give-
away and beware! - spares scarce.

TUNERS

LEAK TROUGHLINE (ORIGINAL)
Interesting ornament but no longer hi-fi.
Limited coverage of 88MHz to 100MHz only.

LEAK TROUGHLINE 1l & IIl MONO
Arguably the best-sounding tuners ever.
Adaptation for stereo easy via phono
multiplex socket.

LEAK TROUGHLINE 1 STEREO
Excellent tuner with indifferent stereo
decoding circuit. Best when adapted to use
modern outboard decoder.

MARANTZ ST-8

Possibly the ultimate Tardis console, including
an oscilloscope for checking the strength of
signal. Expensive even now.

Leak Troughline 11 Mono
Arguably the best sounding tuner ever

MANTRA AUDIO

ecialist Suppliers of Audio Ac¢cessories

www.mantraa.udlo.co.uk A

CARTRIDGE SELECTION STYLU
1 _ Swiss Quality Diamaond Styll
1012 6X B %7 GX 7 gl 5 ey
1022 GX £124 GEX AN, ANTD £1400
042 £143 £100 GEX £100 §
ErokalXH  £133  £95 CEX Dual DN 145 E, DN 165 € £16.00
ite 32 £163 GEX Goldring 5800 Super £ £16.00
NC 0T 55, DT 60 £12.00
price far a Goldring Nationst  EPS24CS,P300,P 330D £1200
- Orofon  FF1SE I, VMS20E1, OM20 £16.00
Ay make madol o cartridge accepicd | FuiiRSA Rt v bl o
Audio Technica Shure N75C,SC35C, £12.00
AT 95 E £23 £15 N75EDT2 N75E) T2 £18.00
ﬁ} (1)1609EML %23 £16 N95ED, N 95 EJ, N 753 (78) £16.00
330 £280EX UN3SE £18.00
e N95HE N 97 HE, VN 35 HE  £25.00
Sony ND 142 G, ND 155G, CN234  £12.00
gﬂég gg g% EE))(( ND 143 G, ND 150 G, ND 200 G £14.00
Brado *** QOver 500 Styli Types Stocked *°*
fp’;::::gg gl&%k %1‘12 E;g HEADPHONE SELECTION
GRADO
o“g%%“Mk " 14 ¢op | Prestie Series SR-60 £77
MC 15 Supar 11 €130  £110 EX SR-80  £95
B e 221 HE s
upreme £ ( SR-225  £190
MC 20 Supreme £382  £323 EX
MC 30 Supreme £452  £385 £X , SR-325 €285
Kontrapunkt B 2643 £548 EX Reference Series RS-1 £626
Rohmann £837 £742 EX RS-2 (new) £446
PVSE sos | All items guaranteed
VISVXMR  £304 2| authentic new orignals
Stimiko see our website for full selection
Blue Point Spacial £265  £237 EX
of accessories
- Exchange price against any Audio order direct from
Technica, Denon, Goidring or Ortofon r our secure
maving coll type cartridges onfine catalogue
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Choice hi-fi make it easy for
you to fulfill your sonic
dreams. Quality hi-fi is not just
about expensive brandnames.
It's about aspiring to the very
best sound, about choosing
your ideal system from the
widest selection in the country,
in a unique no-pressure
environment.

yourchoice

*Acoustic Energy
-Advantage
*ATC

*Audible ltlusions
*Audio Physic
“B.AT

“Boulder
*Bryston

«Cary

«C.A.T.

*Chord

«Clear Audio
*Denon

*DNM
*Egglaston Works
*Electrograph Delphi
*Genelec
*Gryphon
*Graham
*Ilmerge

*] M Lab

*Krell

*Lexicon

*Linn

*Loewe

*Lutron

“Lyra

*Mark Levinson
*Michell Eng.
*Musical Fidelity
*Naim

*NEC

*Nordost
*Oracle
*Ortofon
*Plinius

P.M.C.
*Primare
*Project
*Quadraspire
*REL

*Rockport
*Roksan

*Rotel

“Ruark
‘Seleco

“The Best in New, Second Hand and X-Dem E

Kenwood L|000C pre/ LI100OM Power Amp
Pioneer A300 int
Exposure Vil pre + XII psu

Cyrus Dac Master & Cyrus Disc Master
Harmon Kardon AVP|
Cary 572 se Monoblocks

B chismonth

POWER AMPLIFIERS
Bryston 4 BST

Musical Fidelity A 300 int
Musical Fidelity A370 mi |l
Krell FPB 600

Krell FPB 250M Monoblocks

PRE AMPLIFIERS
AVI S2000 MP remote pre

LOUDSPEAKERS
ATC SCM 20A

Audio Physic Avanti Il X-dem
Dynaudio Contour 1.3 + stds
Sonus Faber Concerto + stds
Genelec 205 Active Monitors
Audio Physic Caldera

CD PLAYERS & DACS
Wadia WT 3200 Transport AT&T
Wadia X 64.4 AT&T/ Bal

TURNTABLES, ANALOGUE, VAR

Marantz ST 17 Tuner

Adjuster Racks (Aluminium/ Perspex)
Musical Fidelity x Cans

DPA Mains Conditioner

PLASMA MONITORS
Panasonic TH-42 PWD4  “new

R o !ifiers

Krell KSA 250
Krell Kav 250a
Krell 300i Integrated

Oracle S3000 Integrated amplifier
Bryston 7 BST Monoblocks
Cary SLA 70 mk |i Silver

Linn LK 100

Boulder 500 AE

Acuphase E203 Integrated Amp
Melos 402 Monoblocks

Krell FPB 300

Linn Klassik

Boulder 1060 Power "ne

Cary Audio 300 SE Sig. WE300B
Primare 30.1 mk II Integrated
Plinius SA100 "new”

Krell 250 A/3 3 Chanel amp
Graff GM200

Cary SLA 70 mk If

Audio Research Ref 600 mk Il
YBA Passion Monoblocks v’
YBA Passion Stereo

Krell FPB 300c

Sunfire 300 Power Amp

Plinius 250 mk IV “new’

Audio Note Kasi

Cary 805 C Monoblocks "new
Krell FPB 600 ¢

B components

AV COMPONENTS
Krell HTS (AV Processor)

Audio Refinement Pre 5 "new
Audio Refinement Multi 5 (Power
Lexicon MC| “new

Lexicon MCI12 “new”

TELEVISIONS & DVD PLAYERS BY LOE

Loewe Xemix DVD
Loewe Aconda

Loewe Planus + Std

Loewe Xelos + Std

Loewe L2A Active Speakers

PLASMAS/LCD/PROJECTORS
From NEC/ Panasonic/Pioneer/Sharp
Electrograph Delphi/Seleco/Sony/Sanyo

B plifiers

Audio Research SP9 mi Il

Mark Levinson 380 S

Audio Research LS3B (Black/ remote)
Krell KRC 2
CAT SLI Si
Hovland HP100 Line Pre

Audio Sgnd\esis Passion 8M ball remote
BAT VK50SE

Krell KSL 2 Pre
Caqy SLP98L Remote Pre
BAT VK5I + remote

fax:020 8392

£0n Dem
£995.00
£1,295.00
£7.995.00
£6,450

£495.00

£1,995.00

£2,995.00
£2,695.00
£1,795.00
£4,995.00
£295.00

£4.995.00
£0n Dem
£0n Den
£1.295.00
£345.00

£2,850.00
£795.00

£4,495.00
£5,995.00

£On Dem
£0On Dem

£0n Dem
9.995.00

£4,495.00
£0n Dem
£0On Dem
£3,500.00
£0n Dem

£995.00
£4,250.00
£1,395.00
£1,995.00
£2,495.00
£POA
£1,095.00
£5,295.00
£1,750.00
£1,495.00
£2,350.00

1994

o History

£2,500.00
£180.00

£1,200.00
£1,798.00

£ -
£2,350.00

£6,995.00
£3.698.00
£2,550.00
£12,000.00
£650.00
£12,000.00
£9.950.00
£4,000.00
£2,250.00
£650.00
£5,500.00

£8.250.00
£14,994.00

£6,498.00
£895.00

£2.250.00
£5.500.00
£8,100.00

~&

MULTIROOM
INSTALL

Car{ SLP 74 pre

Boulder 1012 (pre amp/ 24.96 dac/ Phono)
Trilogy 901 Pre
KreIFLSL + Phono

YBA | Alpha Pre mm/mc + psu
YBA Passion Pre + mc '
Boulder 2010 Pre

Plinius 16L "new”

C.A.T ultimate reference Pre Am,
Audible lllusions P3A Pre MM/M
Mark Levinson No 28

Naim 42.5

ISR 1<

Proac Resgonse 3 (Black)
Kef Ref 3 Pallisander
Audio Physic Virgo Il
Proac Response | sc
Audio Physic Virgo Ili
Apogee Stage

Wilson System 5.1
Acoustic Research LST

el /.

ATC SCM 20 SL (Black)
Soundlab A3 Plus
LIM Lab Utopia (Ex Dem)

ienna Acoustics Mozart
Audio Plan Contrast 3
Avalon Ascents

M Lab Micro Utopia + Std
M Lab Mini Utopia + Std
M Lab Mezzo Utopia
Audio Physic Tempo I
Naim SBL's
ClaraVox Magnifica
Ensemble Speakers PA|
Audio Physic Caldera "new
Audio Physic Libra
Audio Physic Rhea Sub
Audio Phgsisc Spark "

Rogers LS5
players
MDACS

<D

Micromega Duo CD 3

Wadia 860 x

D.PA. Enlightenment DAC

Theta Pro Gen:

YBA CD | Defta

Audio Aero "new

Meridian 508 (24/96)

Oracle CD1000 Transport

Tag Maclaren CD220

Audio Lab 8000 DAX

Mark Levinson 30.5/ 31

Mark Levinson 31/35

Oracle CD2000 Transport "new
Sony CDPRI/ DAS R|

Krell KPS 25s 24/96

Audiomeca Kreatura Transport/ Elexir DAC
Acuphase DP70V

Acuphase 90/91

YBA CD Speciale

Audio Refinement CD Complete
Boulder 2020 dac

Krell KPS 25sc

Theta Data Il Transport AT + link
YBA CD Integre "new

Inc/ Phono
mk It

quipment”

P!>

BUY/SELL

£1,500.00
£13,000.00
495.00  £995.00
£1.39500 £ -

£Gn Dem £4.900.00

.00 £3,250.00
.00 £2,900.00
.00 £3,200.00
£1,295.00
£4,000.00

£ -
g 18,000.00

£6,995.00
£2,750.
£2.995.00

v £10,000.0C
£4,799.00
£3,099.00

v £1,749.00
£430.00

£895.00  £1,795.00
£4,295.00 £7,500.00

£395.00  £825.00
£595.00  £1,295.00
£0n Dem £4,000.00
£0n Dem £3,500.00
£1,195.00 £2.250.00
On Dem £3,950.00
£995.00  £1,500.00
£995.00  £1,600.00
£9.995.00 £24,000.0C
£5.995.00 £17,000.0C
£On Dem £7,500.00
£2,995.00 £6.000.00
£14,995.00 £22,500.0C

.895.
£6,999.00 £16,000.0C
£395.00 * £675.00
£650.00  £875.00
£POA. £24,000.0C
£18.995.00 £23.498.0(
£1,995.00 £4,000.00
£On Dem £1,195.00

[TurcablesREnPoRiT

Krell Kav Processor

Transparent Music Link Ultra XL
Cardas Golden Ref 8ft Pair

SME 30/2 A "new

Pierre Lurne |1/ SLS

Michel Iso Phono + Hera
Goldmund Reference/ T3F
Ortofon Kontrapunke a/b ”

Michell Gyro SE/ RB300 "new

Elemental 4 Tier (Fixed)

Roksan Shiraz

Michell Orbe/QC

Audio Synthesis Phono Eq mm/mc

Voyd Valdi/ Orion

Gryphon Phono Pre-Amp (dual mono) Head Amp
Parasound TQ 1600 (remote tuner)

SME SeriesV Arm

Wilson Benesch Act 2

Rotel Michi Phono

Rockport System Il ¢/w Air stand, vac hold & arm
Musical Surroundings Phonomena Phono Stage
Pink Triangle PTToo SA/RB300S/W

Plinius 14 Phono "new

Transparent Audio Music Wave Ultra XL Bi-Wire
Cary PH301 MM/MC

Nackamichi DR 3

Tom Evans - The Groove

Clear Audio Reference Mc phono stage X-demo
Rega Planer 3 + Hi Fi News Out Board

Power Supply
Clear Aucﬁo Symphono phono stage
X-demo MM/MC

Lavardin Reference Phono

* Reduced this month

£6,500.00 £14,000.0C
£995.00  £2,100.00
£995.00  £2,200.00
£9.850.00 £12,289.0
£1,695.00 £4,000.00
£325.00 £495.00
£8,995.00 £30.000.0¢
£0n Dem £500.00
1€750.00
£0n Dem £1,100.00
£1,295.00 £2,000.00
£450.00  £1,000.00
£1,495.00 £2,200.00
£795.00 £ -
£695.00 £ -
£795.00  £1,600.00
£295.00  £400.00
£995.00  £1,650.00
£895.00  £1,400.00
£695.00  £1,200.00
£18,000.00 £33,000.0(
£495.00 £ -
£79500 £ -
£0n Dem £2,750.00
£2,100.00 £4,000.00
£895.00  £1,695.00
£225.00  £400.00
£0n Dem £1,795.00
£1,695.00 £2,065.00
£320.00 £423.00
£640.00  £740.00
£0n Dem £2,500.00

1020 8392 1959&-020 8392 1963

WMinfo@choice-hifi

Open from I0am to 6épm Mon-Sat and other times by appointment.
Buy, sell, exchange quality hi-fi equipment,
w World Rac F

.com
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TECHNICAL & GENERAL

SOME NECESSITIES - FROM THE ORIGINAL CLASSIC TURNTABLE SPECIALISTS

P&P
BD1/2 Drive Belt £12.60 £1.90
BD1/2 Motor Suspension kit £15.50 £2.50
SAU.2 Headshell £18.50 £2.90
SAU.2 Connecting Lead £16.50 £3.20
GARRARD STAN
Wired arm tubes from £14.50 £2.90
Cartridge carriers (sliders) £12.50 £1.90
301/401 Transcription models
Criginal Thrust pad assembly £13.50 £2.50
Original idler tension spring £3.65 £1.90
Original Brake pad £3.40 £1.90
Xeroxcopy Owners Manual 301 incl. full size mounting template £9.30 £1.90
“ " o “ “ £7.20 £1.90
Replacement 301 control knobs On-Off/Speed select pair £21.50 £2.90
Replacement 301 suppressor unit £7.20 £2.50
Replacement 301 motor pulley {-2%), (-1%), (Std), (+1%) each £16.50 £2.50
Replacement 301 Chrome mounting bolts nuts, washers.  set £7.85 £2.50
Recommended Lubrication set - early 301 or 301/401 (specity) £7.20 £1.90
GOLDRING/LENCO
Idler wheel (lock-nut or clip fixing) £22.50 £2.90
Tension spring £3.85 £1.90
Arm pivot bearings - with fitting instructions £9.85 £1.90
Spindle/Main bearing assembly GL.69/72 £21.00 £3.90
“ N “ “ GL.75/78 £26.50 £3.90
Chassis suspension springs (set of 4) set £21.25 £3.90
Headshells from £23.25 £2.80
Instruction books from £5.20 £1.90
1
{dler wheel original £29.50 £2.90
idler wheel our redesigned replacement £16.50 £2.90
Drive belt £24.65 £1.90
Suspension rubbers ('mushrooms') £17.50 £2.90
Drive Belt £19.35 £1.90
Suspension springs (-1%), (Std), (+1%) (set of 3) set £14.50 £2.90
Suspension - main bushes (set of 3) set  £14.50 £2.90
Armboards TD.150 blank £12.50 £2.50
“ TD.160 * £10.20 £2.90

incl. Preener wicks

CECIL WATTS Dustbugs & spares -
Cartridges and styli for 78s and Mono LPs in addition to current Stereo LPs

TECHNICAL & GENERAL
PO BOX 53, CROWBOROUGH, EAST SUSSEX, TN6 2BY
TELEPHONE: 01892 654 534

CHELMER VALVE COMPANY

Chelmer Valve Company, The Stables Baddow Park, Great
Baddow, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 7SU. England.

Ve

email: salesticheimervalve.com (m {0)1245 241301 Fax: 44 {01245 2413089 www.chelmervaive.com

for High Quality Audio Tubes

Everybody in the audio tube business knows that the justly famous brand names of yesteryear like
Brimar, GEC, Mullard, RCA , Telefunken etc. etc. are scarce and often quite expensive.Although we
supply all major brands as available (and we have many in stock} our policy is 1o offer a range of
tubes, all new and mostly of current manutacture, the best we can find from factories around the
world, which we process to suit audio applications The result - CYC PREMIUM Brand. Our special
p g includes selection for low noise, hum & microphony on pre-amp tubes and controlled burn-
in on power tubes to improve stability avoid tubes with weaknesses etc.

A selection of CVC PREMIUM Audio Tubes

POWER TUBES POWER TUBES  |RECTIFIER
- ntinued i
Ecee %0 |EL34G 830 | SSWaCte 890 [ omnued) A
ECC82 90 |EL34 (J)) 850 | 6L6/5881/WXT 900 [574GT 580
ECC83 590 |EL34(Large Dia) 1100 | BVEGT S0
ECC85 660 |EL84 1’00 [SOCKETSETC 3
ECC88 70 |EL509/519 1300 | SA3ea 4599
ECF82 50 |EB4L/7188 7.50 | 6550WAWB  15.00 |BSA(Ch ox PCB) 16
ECL82 00 |kTe6 1100 | 75814 1200 M%h‘d;‘pcs A0
ECL86 KT66R 2250 | B1ia 1180 |55 Sond ) X
EF86 6 KT77 1320 | B12A 1.00 Jux4 ‘4_9'1)
EBOF Gold Pin 1100 | KT88 1350 | 845 (New des)33.50 |ppo, Gokd Pi
E8ICC Gold 800 |KT88 (Specil) 17.0( 5 4 Pin Jumbo
£82CCGold 900 |KT88 (GL Type) 30,00 | RECTIER TUBES! |ne, God P1
E83CCGold 850 |PL509/519 990 | ezeo o e
EBBCC Gold  8.80 |2A3 (4 pin) 1550 | EZ81 5 o Bves)
6EU7 700 [2A3 (8 Pin) 17 50 | G232 0 |5 reon can BIA
6SL7GT 8.90 |211 2300 | §233 ) | Btto. Gold PL
6SN7GT 530 |300B 4500 | 3737 Top Con. (For 807)
6922 6.40 |6C33C-B 2500 | 5U4G 5.30 |Oito. (For EL509)
7025 700 |6L6GC 760 | 5V4GT 5.00 |Retaner (For 5881)
*+++*  And a few “Other Brands” (inc. Scarce types). *****
100 00 | 6550C Svetiana 10X
0 i GE 20 (0 | 61468 GE (LR
561X GEC t
8000 | EBSCC Mulard ‘o
95 (0 | F2a Si S 5 00
s200 | KTes GEC 69
1500 | KT88 JJ &
1330 | KT88 Svetiana 35 OO
3150 | PX25 KR 128 O

ALL PRICES IN U. K. POUNDS €
Plesse note extres: carriage Gharge (£3.00 in L.K.) & in EEC VAT (17.50%). When ordering plesse state # matching
(8dd £1.00 per tube} . Payment by credit card (VISA, EX.tc]mmNsFERMCNEQUE(UKmM
FAX email or POST your ORDER for immediate attention ~ We will send PROFORMA INVOICE Hf requiced
MILLIONS OF OTHER TUBES & SEMICONDUCTORS IN STOCK

** Valve Amplifiers sound better still with CVC PREMIUM Valves! **

PRICE VALIDITY TO END JUNE 2002 - ASK ABOUT ANY TYPES NOT ON THIS LIST

e
Acom Ltd

Falcon Elect ically S d
http.//www.falcon-acousttcs.co.uk

Falcoit

Full Price List and Focal details on Web Site

DRIVE UNITS: by FOCAL & seas, and a pick of the best from other manufacturers
Coming:- ETON HEXACONE Range of units
100+ CROSSOVER NETWORKS: - Active & Passive, Components, Accessories.
COMPONENTS
SOLEN Polypropylene capacitors. 0.ImFd. to 100mFd.
Polyester and Polycarbonate Film Capacitors. ().tmFd. to [0mFd.
ALCAP Reversible Electrolytic Capacitors (Non-Polar): 50v, 100v & Low Loss. 2mfd. to 600mFd
FALCON Custom-wound Inductors.
FERRITE:- Standard, High Power, Super Power, Super-Super Power
AIRCORED 0.56 - 1.25mm wire;  IRON DUST. {mm wire
TAPPED INDUCTORS:- 0-10mH in ImH steps & 0-1mH in 0.1mH steps
AUDIO AMATEUR PUBLICATIONS
NEW- First in High Fidelity - The story of H. J. Leak & Co. plus lots in P/L.

‘State of the Art’ Units & Kit Designs’

NEW Focal Unit Range
as pioneered in the Utopia range of systems.

AUDIOM 6 WM

Price List & Unit Specs FREE on Web site - available in .pdt format
SUPPLIERS TO THE TRADE SINCE 1972
Send for our FREE price list PL30: Just send a large S.A.E. (44p stamp) ur US$2 bill overseas,
Europe US$1 bill or 3 International Reply Coupons (IRC) to:-(Dept HFW) Tabor House,
Norwich Road. MULBARTON., Norwich, Norfolk. NR14 BJT Tel (0)1508 578272

Back year sets of Speaker Builder, Audio Amateur & Glass Audio, plus the Audio Anthology Set.
Altogether 50+ books and 50+ Audio Amateur’s magazine year sets, 2001 year sets on CD-R only
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AUDIO LABORATORIES (LEEDS)
The U.K.’s Premier Repair & Restoration Centre

Whether your /e;/qu/ ment /s
Old, New, in Kit form, Valve, Solid-state, Audio or R.F.,

we will....
Repair, Restore, Re-calibrate, Re-align:-
Tape recorders by Revox, Tascam (up to 1") and Teac
Valve amps., pre-amps., tuners, cinema amps.,
theatre-organ amps., industrial p.a. amps. from Radford, Quad, Leak,
Kalee, Clarke & Smith, Compton, Granl, Parmeko, RCA, Altobass efc.

Valve Communications Receivers and Transmitters
(to 30MHz/2kW/6'3" tall) by KW, Marconi, Labgear, Eddystone,
Redifon, Ajax, RCA, Tiger... and so on

We will....
Build that Kit for you or

Re-build it if you've had a go but it's gone pear-shaped

We will....
Custom-build for you a published Classic design.
(Fancy a Wil Ora912+7 A 3.3 maybe
Design something special and build the prototype

nson?? problem)

All this,
as well as being an Authorised Service Centre for such respected
names of the Digital Era as Denon, Pioneer, Kenwood, Yamaha

Overall,
some pretty comprehensive facilities....and it will take only
a few minutes of your life plus a few pence from your et to callfax
and discuss your requirements: 0113 241 0378. Or write!

You will find us at:

3 Kildare Terrace Industrial Estate,
Leeds LS12 1DB, England.



e-mail us with news at - diynews@hi-fiworld.co.uk

KIT & COMPONENT

"> Horns to look at

Here's a site that might give
DIYers a few ideas. Have a look
at www.northstarleading.com, a
showcase of hugely expensive
loudspeaker and huge
amplifiers. The amplifier shown
here is the JABOO from Jadis a
four channel amp that can be
bridge to provide 2 channels at
800watts. Definitely, not a good
amplifier to run these beautiful
Jadis Eurythme horn loaded
speakers at 103dB.The designs
are perhaps inspirational for
budding designers.

"> Njoe Tjoeb

Following the article in DIY
Supplement No. 64, inside April 2002
issue, detailing the Dutch Njoe Tjoeb
4000 valve output CD player, we have
been inundated with requests for
contact details. "New Tube" contact
information is as follows -

www.hi-finotes.com
e-mail herman.van.dendungen@tip.nl

De Hifiwinkel
Pijksstraatweg 251

6573 CW Beek

Nijmegen

tel 00 31 (0) 24 684 20 91
fax 00 31 (0) 24 684 26 02

Ldly news

Here's an

excellent site
that is worth
visiting. It's a

non-
commercial, English language site by a Dutch DIY hi-fi
enthusiast/budding web designer/
amateur photographer that
documents all the projects
he has built. There's a fair
few, and included are circuit
diagrams, plus detailed
pictures with accompanying
text.

For the technically
minded there are a lot of

circuit diagrams. The site
owner invites others to submit
their projects and he will even create

the necessary web pages for you free of charge. It's a good site
for all DIYers, but more for valve heads.There is an excellent
links page, which leads on to many other equally unusual sites.
Go to htp://vt52.com

Philips transport finds itself in
unusal company

Mains transformer and power relay
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SIMPLY

Single Ended amplifiers offer
a hi-end sound, but often at a
high price. Here is our budget

8.5W zero-feedback valve
integrated amplifier.

i1 > INTRODUCTION

'ou may think that World Audio

Design have produced just about

every type of valve amplifier kit under
the sun, but you couldn’t be further from the
truth. Our latest project was inspired by the
growing interest among our contributors and
readers in low powered valve amplifiers dri-
ving high efficiency speakers.The Japanese
have been reveling in this combination for
many years. Pick up a copy of M), a Japanese
hi-fi enthusiast magazine, and you will see
numerous triode single-ended amplifiers in all
shape and sizes.

Similarly, DIYers from the States are very
into their single-ended amps. Here in England
push-pull amplifiers have predominated,
thanks to the legacy of Leak, Quad and
Rogers to name a few, but tastes are changing.
As awareness of the benefits of valve ampli-
fiers has slowly risen over the past ten years
or so, people have been slowly but surely
exposed to esoteric singled-ended types. The
limiting aspect of this genre is their low effi-
ciency and lack of power: 4watts is not going
to drive your ESL57s. In order to appreciate
these low watters you need high efficiency
speakers but not necessarily |10dB horn
loaded speakers that look like a couple of
caravans parked in the living room. Modern
drive units in reasonably sized cabinets can
easily achieve good sensitivity: look at Living
Voice's Avatars reviewed in last month's Hi-Fi
World.

As the sensitivity and efficiency of speak-
ers rises, more and more people are turning
to single-ended amplifiers for their unique
properties.You will probably be aware that
they come with a large price tag; a typical fully
built commercial unit can cost well over
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£1500 - and that is at the lower end of the
scale. This is where kits come to the fore,
costing a quarter of the price.

2A3 PSE IS BORN

For this design we wanted a truly hi-end
amplifier but it had to be affordable, use
world renown valves and be a stereo
integrated. The output power had to be
reasonable - not too low, not too high.We
strived for around 8 watts. To be totally
esoteric you have to use a directly heated
triode, an amplifying device in its simplest
form. One would immediately think of a single
300B as an output tube and this would
provide in the region of 8-9 watts. But 300Bs
are too expensive at around £70.00 each for
a JJ, the same type we use in our 300B PSE
monobloc.

What about a 2A3! A single 2A3 would
give you about 3.5 watts - a tad on the low
side, but how about two of them? We
calculated that 2 x 2A3 in parallel single
ended mode would give around 7 - 8 watts,
and they are not too expensive: £22.00 for a
Sovtek. Now what to drive two 2A3s? The

answer is a 6SN7, which looks funky and

sounds great.

The 2A3 valve is a golden oldie the
Japanese have been using for decades and
they are quite a fad in America at the
moment. These valves are also used for push-
pull amplifiers. They appear in Moth Audio’s
Si2A3 monobloc, Welbourne Labs Moondag
2A3 and Cary Audio Designs 2A3-SE
monobloc. There are numerous makes. New
old stock (NOS) are quite expensive; RCAs
go for $300.00, whereas Sylvanias and
Raytheons come in at $80 (prices are taken
from www.thetubestore.com). In current
production you have Golden Dragon
(Chinese), Sovtek and KR 2A3.The latter is
made by KR Enterprises, a small manufacturer
in the Czech Republic, risen from the old
Tesla Company (before it became J]). They
began producing them in 1998 and are very
specialised Although costing $240.00 each
they are very popular.

We went for the Sovtek as it has a very
good reputation. For the 6SN7 my immediate
choice from current production was Sovtek,
but we ended up switching to Chinese

manufacture,
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2A3 PSE INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER
CIRCUIT DIAGRAM
SIGNAL CIRCUIT (ONE CHANNEL)
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@rcuit description by Andy
Grove

The 2A3 PSE is a straight forward design,
simple and elegant. The 6SN7, an octal based,
indirectly heated double triode, forms a two

stage voltage amplifier. Each 6SN7 stage has a
gain of approximately 13.5 generating the 50
volts peak-to-peak required to drive the
output stage properly.

The output stage consists of two 2A3s in
parallel; each has a separate cathode resistor
to balance the anode current. The relatively
high anode voltage, 285V (Va -Vc) and a load
impedance of 2kohm for the primary of the
output transformer provides an output of
QSwatts. a slightly higher output than one

would expect from a 2A3 parallel single
ended amplifier.

The power supply is valve rectified using
a single 5U4, with a hefty |10H choke and two
100uF 500V capacitor in pi filter formation,
giving a very clean HT supply. The 275Vdc
needed for the anode resistors is achieved by
a dropper resistor, R14, further smoothed by
another 100uF, 500V capacitor, C15. The 2A3
filaments each require a 2.5V, 2A supply. We
chose a dc supply to keep hum to a
minimum. A 4Vac supply is rectified through
a 15A bridge (always best to over spec. in
these cases) BR2 - BR5. A small voltage is
dropped across a 0.47R 5W resistor in
series, R31 - R34, to limit the peak current in
the rectifier circuit and to limit the surge

current in the 2A3 filaments at switch om
hum-bucker potentiometer,VR2 and VR3 is
used on one 2A3 per channel to balance out
any remaining hum.The 6SN7 filaments
required something a little more sophis-
ticated, a regulated 6.3Vdc supply. Utilising a
familiar circuit, used in our PSU Il module,
9Vac is feed to a bridge rectifier and C16,
then the raw dc onto the *Volts in’ of a 78505
(5V, 2A regulator chip) mounted on a heat
sink and bolted onto the chassis for

maximum heat dissipation. The common ‘
terminal is lifted by 1.3V through 2 diodes ‘
stacked to earth.The *Volts out’ is further
smoothed by C17 and the resulting 6.3Vdc is I
incredibly clean, reducing the possible hum ‘
content further.

»>>
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Kit & Com
Suppliers

CLASSICTURNTABLES

Technical & General

PO. Box 53, Crowborough,

East Sussex TN6 2BY.

Tel: 01892 65 45 34.

The original specialist source of spares,
replacements and expertise for the
classic turnables.Years of actual experi-
ence and comprehensive range of parts
(originals and re-manufactures), manu-
als, ancillaries, No dubious ‘improve-
ments’ - no harmful ‘modifications’. Our
specialities: Connoisseur; Garrard;
Goldring; Lenco; SME; Thorens;WVatts;
Ortofon; Shure: Cartridges and styli for
78s,Mono LPs, Stereo LPs.

COMPONENT SUPPLIERS

AudioCom (UK),

Unit 14 Pier Road

Pembroke Dock

Pembrokeshire, SAT2 6TR

Tel: 01646 685601

Fax: 01646 685602

Website: www.audiocom-uk.com
E-Mail: enquiries@audiocom-
uk.com

Massive range of audio components
and accessories available including Black
Gate electrolytics, Elna SILMIC (Silk
Fibre) elecurolytics, Audyn-Cap film and
foil capacitors, OFC air core and cop-
per foil inductors, high power resistors,
loudspeakercrossovers, high-end cable,
Vishay & Holco resistors, 99.9999%
pure Sitver wire, DACT CT1 & CT2
attenuators, audio connectors, spikes &
damping materials, plus over 50 foud-
speaker kits.Active products include the
SUPERCLOCK master clock plus
super-low noise PSU, & Q-power
super-low noise discrete regulators.A
new, 365 page 2001 handbook is avail-
able for £3.50 (UK) and £5.00 (over-
seas).

White Noise

11, Station Road, Bearsden

Glasgow G61 4AW

Tel: 0141 942 2460

Faxc 0141 587 7377

Email: david.white38@ntiworid.com
Supplier of the widest range of standard
and audiophile kits for solid state pre-
amplifiers, power amplifiers, headphone
amplifiers, power supplies, MM/MC
phono stages, active crossovers, bal-
anced /o modules,and stepped attenu-
ators; more kits in the pipeline. All kits
use the highest quality, glass fibre, solder
masked, silkscreened, PCBs.We also
supply a wide range of active (esp.
Japanese transistors and Exicon mos-
fets) and passive components, gold plat-
ed connectors, and silver plated wires.

Write, phone or email for a free cata-
logue. Mail order only.

Audio-Links

7 Fairmont Crescent,

Scunthorpe,

North Lincolnshire DN 16 1EL

Tel: 01724 870432

Fax: 01724 875340

Email: audiolinks@ukonline.co.uk
Extensive stock of specialist audiophile
components for valve and solid state
enthusiasts. Supplier of the largest range
of high-end audio volume controls in
Europe. 30 page catalogue - Free via
e-mail or £3.00 posted.

LOUDSPEAKER KIT
SUPPLIERS

Audio Note (UK Ltd)

Unit C, Peacock Ind. Est.

125-127 Davigdor Road

Hove, East Sussex BN3 1SG

Tel. 01273 220511

Fax. 01273 731298

Suppliers of a large amount of compo-
nents for the Audiophile Kit builder.
Valve amplification data and vintage cir-
cuits also available. See the double page
spread in the back section of the main
issue for extra & more detailed infor-
mation.

Falcon DIY Speakers

Falcon Acoustics Ltd.,

Tabor House,

Norwich Road, Mulbarton,

Norfollk NR14 8JT.

Tel: 01508 578272

UK distributors of FOCAL drive units
& kits,and ETON loudspeakers, plus
SOLEN (SCR-Chateauroux) polypropy-
lene capacitors.VWe are the largest spe-
cialist Audio inductor manufacturer in
the UK.We also stock Audio Amateur
Publications and Audio Computer
Software and a comprehensive range of
DIY speaker kits, parts, accessories and
books. Please send large SAE (44p) for
free price list "Everything but the

IPL Acoustics, Chelsea Villa,Torrs
Park, lffracombe, North Devon, EX34
8AY

TellFax: 01271 867 439

Website: www.iplacoustics.co.uk

IPL Acoustics supply a range of 7 trans-
mission line, 3 conventional, speaker
kits,and kits for centre speakers and
active subwoofers.We also supply a full
range of drive units from Audax, SEAS,
Morel and Legend Acoustics (Ribbon
Tweeters) as well as custom built metal
coned drivers. Also included is a range
of capacitors, inductors and quality cabi-

net accessories as well as Silver Plated
PTFE insulated cables.

SPECIALIST UPGRADE
SERVICES

AudioCom (UK),

Unit 14 Pier Road

Pembroke Dock

Pembrokeshire, SAT2 6TR

Tel: 01646 685601

Fax: 01646 685602

Website: www.audiocom-uk.com
E-Mail: enquiries@audiocom-uk.com
Release the full potential of your digital
source with CD/DVD upgrades from
audiocom.Available is the highly
acclaimed SUPERCLOCK master clock
oscillator. (Dave Berriman fits the S-
Clock to the Teac VRDS-10SE and com-
ments...."there was not one area of music
reproduction which didn't improve')
SUPERCLOCK super low noise power
supply, & Q-power ultra-low noise dis-
crete regulators.VWhy not contact us to
see how this service can be adapted to
suit your requirements?

VALVE AND OUPUT
TRANSFORMER SUPPLIERS

Wilson Valves, 28 Banks Avenue,
Golcar, Huddersfield,

West Yorks HD7 4LZ

Tel: 01484 654650/844554

Fax: 01484 655699

E-mail: wilsonv@zoo.co.uk

We stock over 2,500 different types of
valves, N.OS.and New. Please send a
SAE.for full list No charge for match-
ing. Most major credit cards accepted.

Watford Valves

3 Ryall Close, Bricket Wood,

St Albans, Herts AL2 3TS

Tel: 01923 893270

Fax: 01923 679207

Specialist in new old stock and current
production valves. Sole UK distributor
of the Harma Diamond range selected
for their superior performance. Huge
range held, stockists of Mullard, GE,
Philips, National, Brimar, Sytvania,
Telefunken, RCA, MOV and many
more.All valves are new boxed and
guaranteed. For free price list and spe-
cialist advice call or fax Derek Rocco,
Watford Valves.

Chelmer Yalve Company Ltd

The Stables, Baddow Park

Great Baddow, Chelmsford, Essex
CM2 7SY

Tel: 01245 241301

Fax. 01245 241309.

Email: sales@chelmervalve.com
Web Site: www.chelmervalve.com
Supplier of premium range of audio

valves, other valves and components
also available. (Please see our main
advertisement in this supplement).

Langrex Supplies Ltd

| Mayo Road, Croydon,

Surrey CRO 2QP

Tel: 020 86841166

Fax: 020 86843056

One of the largest distributors of elec-
tronic valves, tubes and semi-conduc-
tors in the UK by original UK and USA
manufacturers. Obsolete types are a
speciality. Telephone or fax for an imme-
diate quotation.

Billington Export Ltd.

| E Gillmans Trading Estate,
Billingshurst,

West Sussex

RHI4 9EZ

Visitors by appointment only please
Faxc 01403 783519

E-Mail: sales@bektubes.co.uk
Website: www.bektubes.co.uk

Specialists in guaranteed new/old stock.
current production valves & tubes. Also
CRT for audio, hi fi (as well as industrial
uses).A vast archive of vintage and
obsolete types including limited quanti-
ties of Mullard, GEC, Sylvania, Philips,
Brimar, Telefunken, RCA and others.
Large stocks of Chinese, Russian, EI and
Tesla etc. A 50-page valve catalogue is
available on request Major stockists of
the excellent Billington Gold brand.
Contact us for quorations - attractive
price on larger orders.

Audio Specialist,

W. Marmiott

73 Stonyford Road,
Sutton-In-Ashfield,

Notts,

NGI72DL

Tel:01623 461128

Email: wasmarriott@talk2 | .com
Transformers. One of the world's
widest range manufactured. Mains
choke's, output transformers etc<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>