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udio is now a multi-billion

dollar business, and hi-fi a
vast industry that spans
every part of the globe
from China to the Czech
epublic. Nowhere was
this more apparent than at January’s
Las Vegas Consumer Electronics Show,
where no less than 129,000 people-

david price

came from all around the world to see
what was hot. Glance the future on pages 38 to 41.

Pioneer is one of Japan’s most respected hi-fi brands, although
outside the land of the Rising Sun, many audiophiles fail to under-
stand why this marque is special. From the PL12D turntable on, it
has consistently come up with innovative, high tech products that
raise the game - and its new VSX-AXS5i is no exception. It's an AV
receiver with a direct digital i.Link connection, and all the audio
number crunching is done right next to the power amp stage for
tremendously commanding surround sound. Read all about it on
page 34.

Marantz was originally an American company, that was owned
by Philips and is now Japanese — as such it is a truly international
brand. We've been most impressed with its budget CD spinners
over the years, and the new CD7300 is no exception - as you'll see
on page |9. But overseas, it's more usually associated with higher
end gear, such as the superb new PM-17 KI-M integrated amplifier
reviewed on page 70.

Of course, Britain has no shortage of homegrown talent. For
such a small island, we've an embarrassment of riches. This month
we audition the new Creek CD50Il CD player on page 19, and the
matching T50 tuner on page 23. Croft’s TwinStar power amplifier
gets the thumbs up on page 50, as does Origin Live’s stunning new
Aurora Gold turntable on page 59. Factor in our supertest of loud-
speakers on page || from Wharfedale, KEF, Mission, Epos and
Monitor Audio, and Hi-Fi World is bursting with cool new bits of kit.

This month also sees a newly expanded World Standards and
World Classics — listing all the best in new and historic hi-fi on page
91.And we'd also like to welcome LJK Setright, one of i
this country’s leading writers, as a new colum- ) Qﬂ(’a
nist.You can read his views, which are as out- (\)NA&
spoken as they are erudite, on page 87.

how we test the products:

@ Hi-Fi World has its own advanced test laboratory and acoustically treated
listening room.

@ Hi-Fi World has a dedicated in-house team of experienced listeners. We
review thoroughly by extensive auditioning, rather than by quick-fire
group listening tests.

@ Hi-Fi World's engineering team designs a wide range of products in-
house. No other hi-fi magazine is so expert and dedicated.

WORLD VERDICTS:

As a rule we only review products we find interesting, so don’t expect too many low
scores. Likewise, five globe awards will be few and far between because there's only
one superlative product of its type. The £ sign denotes great value for money.

OO OO ® OUTSTANDING -

Simply the best.

OO OO  ExCELLENT - Extremely capable.
. . . GOOD - Worth auditioning.
o0 MEDIOCRE - Unremarkable.
. POOR - Seriously flawed.
N VALUE - Keenly priced.

wwiw.his fiwarld.co.uk

www. hi=-fiworld.co.uk
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less than a stroke of good old British genius!

headphones
SENNHEISER HD650 57
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news

BACK TO THE FUTURE

Sennheiser has released special
editions of its popular PX100
and PX200 headphones, with
styling cues taken from its
seminal headphones of yore.
The £29.95 PX 100 Retro is an
open design modelled on the
company’s seminal HD414 from
the late nineteen sixties (which
ran right through to the
eighties), while the £39.95
PX200 Chrome closed back
design adds chrome highlights
to the capsule body, making for
a very stylish looking pair of

cans.

Both designs are ultra-light, with soft
earpads and padded headbands. They
fold up for transport, and come with a
hard case including a cable reel. They're
serious hi-fi performers, with neodymium

iron magnets and low-mass diaphragms for
low distortion and high resolution — Hi-Fi
World rates them as the best performers in their

price bracket. For more information, call
or click on

.

MEDIA MATTERS

RIO'S BACK

Digital music lovers will remember the Diamond
Multimedia Rio MP3 portable — launched in 1999, this was
the first music player to use flash memory to play music
on the move, and the subject of a failed lawsuit by the
RIAA (Recording Industry Association of America) in a bid
to outlaw MP3 music. The Rio then went through various
guises (such as S3 and SonicBlue), only to disappear from
the UK market. Well now the range is back on sale here
via Amazon (www.amazon.co.uk), comprising the £279.99
Karma (a 20Gigabyte iPod-rival) and the £168.49 Nitrus
(1.5GB pocketable device). Stateside, the Rio Karma has
posed a serious threat to the iPod, thanks to its cigarette
packet size, 20GB storage, USB 2.0 and superior feature
count. lt comes with a cradle with an Ethernet connection
for use with wireless home networks, plus a line input for
recording from a hi-fi system and Ogg Vorbis open source
audio format support. For more information, click on

———— _ﬁ

KEEP MOVING

Grundig has a rather dashing
new DAB (Digital Audio
Broadcasting) portable in the
shape of its new GDR300.
Designed for use on the
move, it features an internal
aerial, headphone socket and
six station pre-sets. A blue
LCD screen displays
information on radio
programmes, artists and
songs. Three AA batteries
provide up to 16 hours of

dwptot Pt

—

continuous listening, the
manufacturer claims. It costs
£119 from Dixons or
Currys.

Although the specialist hi-fi separates marlket is likely to remain largely untouched, computers are now seriously
encroaching on music and video playback in the home. One very significant development is the recent introduction of
Microsoft Media Center PCs to the UK. They run a special version of the Windows XP operating system that lets
users control alt their PC's entertainment features by remote control. So far, around fifteen manufacturers have
models for the British market, all of which feature an analogue or digital TV tuner, PVR (personal video recorder)
software, a digital music jukebox, DVD player and personal photo album. First to market was Evesham Technologies’
with its Emedia Tower 2.8, featuring an Intel Pentium4 2.8GHz processor with HT Technology, | 60GB hard disk,
512MB DDR RAM (PC2700), Sony DW-UI4A Multi Format DVD writer and a ViewSonic 17" widescreen TFT,

| complete with a choice of analogue or digital TV card, for £1,800.

Interestingly however, Steve Jobs (CEO of Microsoft’s arch rival Apple) recently stated that his company wasn't
interested in producing these type of ‘media center’ products because he sees the market as being too small. He said
that video recording is processor-intensive and is best left to a device that is not doing other things such as playing
games or running spreadsheets — such as a personal computer. He's reported as saying that, "When | want to record

The West Wing, | want to make damn sure it records The West Wing". This has met with no small degree of surprise,

as Apple was expected to unveil a ‘media center’ type product to take on the new wave of Microsoft-based PCs next
year. Many analysts believe that the next big thing in consumer electronics is the wireless home, and see Apple’s
operating system, running muiti-roomed streamed audio and video, as ideal for this.

wivizhidiioorldlcouk
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RICHER VISIONS

Videophiles on a budget may be interested to know that Richer Sounds are selling the Philips DVDR?7S for just
£199.95 — making it the cheapest DVD recorder on sale in the UK. For more information, click on

—Aesnm®
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MD GETS HI

CES also saw Sony announce Hi-MD, an evolution of its popular MiniDisc format
into a versatile recording media that also delivers PC data such as images and

text file recording capabilities, while maintaining playback compatibility with
the current products and ensuring copyright security. Sony is bullish about

its venerable MD format, which it says is now licensed by almost 80
hardware and media manufacturers, and claims cumulative MD media and
hardware shipments of 1.| billion and 80 million respectively (as of the end
of fiscal year 2003). Hi-MD sees the company moving the format into the
broadband era, with a versatile media capable of recording a variety of
content, such as music and images, while maintaining its high quality sound.
By formatting an existing MD into the Hi-MD format, its density can be
increased to almost double the current maximum capacity (up to 300MB
per 80-minute MD). In addition, a new |GB Hi-MD disc has been
developed, realizing a maximum recording time of 45 hours (using a |GB
Hi-MD at 48kbps). it uses a new ATRAC3plus audio compression
technology, claimed to deliver high data compression while maintaining
quality of sound, and also permits linear PCM recording for the first time,
giving full CD-quality sound. The new range of Hi-MD WALKMAN products, -
including Sony’s £300 MZ-NHI (shown) launches in April. Sony also announced the impending arrival

of its Connect music download service, expected around the same time and offering tracks for around 70p per
download. For more details, click on

WEBWATCH

Here's something for serious students

o . o . s
2ad :4:"',(,.‘,«,, of nineteen seventies high end hi-fi.

Right now this curiously entitled
website is quite sparsely populated, but
it still has a tantalising range of audio
esoterica from the decade that taste
forget, from Marantz’s seminal TT 1000
turntable to Sony’s most expensive
ever integrated amplifier, the TAB650. ..

AI.PHA MA". feedback from customers and this award is the icing on
Hi-fi mail order specialist Russ Andrews Accessories has the cake.” For more information, click on

won two major mail-order home shopping industry
awards. The company, famed for its audio, video and
turntable accessories and Kimber Kable distribution,
received an award for Best Catalogue Company and Best
Transactional Website (with a turnover of up to £1.5m)
at the European Catalogue and Mail Order awards in
November. Competitors for the awards included Laura
Ashley, dabs.com, Charles Tyrwhitt and RS components.
Marketing Director Kirsteen Andrews said, "We're all
absolutely delighted... We've only been selling from our
website for six months so to have it judged 'Best
Transactional VWebsite' was a fantastic achievement. The
team here put a great deal of work into ensuring that
the website was clear and easy to use, we've had great

8 HI-FI WORLD & COMPUTER AUDIO MARCH 2004 wawwvhisfiveoridrcosuk



Q HERE

KEF Audio has released preliminary
details of its forthcoming trio of new
Q Series loudspeakers, to be
introduced in early 2004. The KEF Q
Series line-up now includes an entry-
level bookshelf/stand mount — Q
compact, alongside a mid-priced
elegant floorstander, Q4 - and a
modestly-priced AV dedicated centre
channel speaker, the Qéc. These

additions to the Q Series, already famous
as being one of KEF's most successful and popular ranges in recent
years, brings the Q Series selection up to a total of nine offerings;
all at affordable price points. Q4 sports a 130mm Uni-Q Driver

Array, elliptical cabinet design and magnetic shielding in a 3-way reflex floorstanding design,
and comes in a choice of Black Ash, Dark Apple or Maple finishes for £399.99. Q compact
(pictured) is a 2-way design featuring the same 130mm Uni-Q Driver Array for £199.99, and

Q6c costs £149.99. For more informaticn, call

UNI TIME!

Linn’s brand new UNIDISK SC player
was unveiled at Las Vegas's CES show

[see DPs Show Report on p38],saidto

"facilitate access to all the new high-
definition music and movie formats and
deliver superb high-quality multi-
channel playback". Linn says the player

or click on

X MARKS THE SPOT

Sony’s new PlayStation console is
claimed to be more than just a
games machine, but a fully featured
home entertainment centre.

Originally on sale in Sony's native
Japan on 13th December 2003, it
comprises a PS2, hard disk drive,
DVD recorder and TV tuner. Some
features that had been previously
specified have been removed from
it, however, such as MP3 and
DVD+RW support. It still offers the
ability to record over 200 hours of
TV on to its 160GB hard disk, plus
12-speed recording of TV
programmes to DVD (meaning a
hour long programme takes around
five minutes to copy) and ATRAC
music file compatibility.
The PSX sells in Japan for
about £420, with a deluxe
version with a 250GB

k drive costing around £500.

Expect it in the US and
Europe ‘sometime’ in
2004...

automatically recognises and plays the disc in its optimum format, so CD, Super Audio CD, DVD-Video

and DVD-Avdio are handled independently with the precise decoding solution for which they were
designed. It also offers digital decoding for secondary sources, allowing buyers to enjoy satellite
television, console gaming or a secondary 2-channel audio sources in full 5.1 surround sound without
the need for a separate system controller. It has a wide range of video outputs including progressive

April 2004 sees a wide range
of products from all over the
hi-fi world:

scan, component, S-Video and composite, plus phono and balanced analogue outputs plus S/PDIF and
optical digital. Decode options include Dolby Digital, Dolby Pro Logic Il, dts and AAC. The company also

previewed its new four-strong range of ARTIKULAT loudspeakers, KINOS Multi-Channel AV System
Controller, plus Enhanced Kontrol Platform (EKP) and VEKTO Network Translators for Linn KNEKT

multi-room use. For more detai's, click on

MUVO-VER

Creative’s new MuVo2 4GB personal digital audio player
sports a 4GB Compact Flash Type Il microdrive, USB 2.0

DISC DEVELOPMENTS

Media watchers will doubtless be
thrilled to know that there’s yet

PROJECT RPM 9X

This heavily modded version of an old
favourite turntable should put its
rivals in a spin.

ROKSAN M SERIES
INTEGRATED
After the Radius turntable, Roksan is

connectivity for fast downloads, MP3 and WMA audio
playback for under £280.The company claims it bridges the
gap between flash media-based players and personal
jukeboxes, thanks to its combination of generous storage
capacity (over €4 hours or 1,050 songs of MP3, or over
128 heours or 2.100 songs of WMA) and ultra-compact
(65x65mmy) dimensions. It also claims excellent measured
performance, with a signal-to-noise ratio of 98dB. It comes
with Creartive MediaSource, multifunctional software for
audio conversion, archiving and management via a PC.
MuVo2 also comes with a 4-band equaliser and a
removable
lithium-ion
battery that gives
up to |4 hours
continuous
playback and can
be recharged either
via the USB
connection or its
power supply. For
more

information,

click on

CREATIVE

another new optical disc standard
on the horizon, the 30GB Ultra
Density Optical disk. Mitsubishi
Kagaku Media (MKM) has
announced it has signed a contract
with Plasmon PLC for the
production and sales rights to its
Ultra Density Optical (UDOTM)
discs. Scheduled for shipment in the
autumn of 2004, the discs will be
sold under the MITSUBISH! brand in
Japan and throughout the world
under the VERBATIM brand. They
were developed by Plasmon and use
similar cartridges to 5.25-inch MO
discs, but use blue lasers to give a
recording capacity of 30GB, which is
three times that of the highest
capacity existing 5.25-inch MO discs
(9.1GB). Hewlett-Packard and
Plasmon have already announced the
launch of drives and jukeboxes based
on UDO technology. For details,
point your browser at

winvLhi-fiwarid.coiuk

on a roll. We hear this brand new
£1,000 amplifier.

DECCA LONDON
SUPER GOLD

We revisit this classic cartridge from
the swinging sixties.

ANATEK AUDIO A50
The Class A amplifier that runs cold -
surely not! But that's what they say..

CAMBRIDGE 640A
AZUR

Can this new budget amp shine as
brightly as the recent CD spinner did?

VIETA
ELECTROSTATICS

Superb sonics meet stunning styling
with these Italian panel loudspeakers.
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CREATIVE LABS

I-TRIGUE 3500
£149.99

| Computer audio has spawned an
entirely new breed of transducer, the
‘multimedia loudspeaker’. Although
most are simply cheap and nasty,
there have also been some stunning
examples, like TDK's $80.The ‘sub
and satellite’ (i.e. 2.1) formula melds
sound engineering principles and

| (‘scuse the pun) ‘out of the box’
thinking. Over the past thirty or so
years, audiophiles have been

| conditioned into assuming that
massive, multi-driver loudspeakers
(i.e. 2.0) are the only way to go. But
‘sub and sat’ systems have shown
that there’s more than one way of
skinning the proverbial cat. Creative

| Labs’ new |-Trigue L3500 uses tiny
satellites, each with two front firing
titanium ‘microdrivers’ plus a single
side-mounted lateral firing
transducer. Being active, they get
their own amplification, while the
single mono sub uses another power
amplifier, effectively meaning they're
bi-amplified. Round the back, the sub

'PRO-JECT
'PHONOBOX
'LIMITED EDITION

To celebrate the sale of no less than
100,000 units, the normally rather

| dour looking Pro-ject Phonobox has

| had a makeover more dramatic than

| anything Laurence Llewelyn-Bowen

| could muster! The Limited Edition

| model you see here is gets lavish

: gold plating (yes, really) for its

| 30x1 12x1| I5mm case, with silk-

| screened logos in black. Inside, the

| manufacturer says ‘selected
components of higher tolerances’
have been used.Then there’s the
quaint wooden case, which is akin to
something you'd expect a medal to
come in, and even a small framed

| “certificate’ of authenticity signed by

| the hand of Pro-ject’s president

| himself! All in all it's a very nice,

| albeit ridiculously over-the-top,

; package — available for a piffling £65.

| But hurry, as only 500 LE models are

| being made.

The Phonobox has both MM and

MC inputs, accessible rather

sports RCA line in and stereo
headphone connectors. There’s even
an illuminated remote control too,
for volume, power and bass.

For a sub-£150 design, the kit
sounds intriguingly good. It’s big, fast
and clean - very open with a detailed
and lucid midband. Treble is smooth
too, but not as extended as it could
be - or so | thought until |
remembered that | was listening to a
£150 speaker (with amps built in)!
Bass is large and punchy — giving far
greater physicality than any small
standmounter. It has speed and slam,

inconveniently inside the case by
moving jumpers, giving a claimed gain
of 32 and 53dB respectively. With
Goldring G1042 MM and Ortofon
Kontrapunke B MC cartridges, it was
a cracker. It sounds far better than
any of the other bargain basement
phono stages |'ve heard, with 2
smooth and articulate sound — if just
a little tonally dry. Of course, it’s not

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk

and integrates well with the satellites ‘
if you judiciously tune it. Ultimately,
it’s a little prone to ‘one noting’ and
just a lictle boomy (thanks to the
reflex port), but I'd defy any equiva- |
lently priced standmounter to match
it. Best of all is the way the Creative
Labs package can project out into a
medium size room —soundstaging is
sublime, and there’s oodles of power
from the sub to back it up.The
result is a genuinely impressive bit of
kit — even judged in so called
‘serious’ hi-fi terms.

www.europe.creative.com

up to the £250 designs (Michell,
Musical Fidelity, Creek et al), but isn't
dramatically worse, either — whereas
the other cheapies are. Musical,
dynamic, engaging, decently detailed
and surprisingly spacious — this has
got to be the best value phono
preamp on the market right now. ‘
www.henleydesigns.co.uk




he promise of a large floor-
stander is a big sound, giv-
ing a performance to wow
your friends and family. But
it isn’t that simple, as loud-
speaker designers often
have other ideas about what to do
with all that extra box volume. In
some cases, like the Epos M15.2
reviewed here (and the Mordaunt
Short 914 we use as a reference),
that extra space inside is filled with
sand! Then there are all those bass
drivers. Now we all like good low
frequencies, but too much subsonic
wallowing will give you a headache.
Not all floorstanders are created
equal therefore, so we decided to
look at five modern examples to see
precisely what they have to offer.

In the past, a big twelve inch bass
unit was a clear declaration of intent
- the good big ones of yore, like large
Tannoys, moved lots of air and went
genuinely low. But you'll not see
many like this anymore, as ‘twelve
inchers’ need big, wide cabinets,
which means poor imaging. For
precision you need a nice narrow cab
with well rounded edges, which
explains why all these contemporary
designs are tall and slim.

Smaller bass drivers means less
bass however, so to resolve the
conflict between imaging and weight,
smaller low frequency drivers are

stacked up in pairs, below a conven-
tional bass/midrange unit with
tweeter — a la Monitor Audio S8.You
need cone area for gut-thumping
bass, and this is one way of getting it.
Using not one but two ported
enclosures makes for an acoustically
complex loudspeaker, capable of
delivering real bass power in the
home, but this in turn leaves room
open for other weaknesses
somewhere or other.

Buying loudspeakers solely on
the basis of the number of drivers
isn't necessarily a guarantee of
quality, therefore — as always it ain't
what you do, it’s the way that you do
it. To take the example of the MA S8,
it still measures very well despite its
obvious complexity, and is proof of
designer Dean Hartley's audio
engineering prowess. But those big
multi-driver speakers from little
known manufacturers selling at
unfeasibly low prices don't give such
happy results, nor do those ‘studio
monitors’ selling from the back of a
white van at petrol stations. So the
message is — choose carefully and
don’t expect something for nothing!

Engineering quality isn’t the only
important factor, either. Remember
that loudspeakers are designed by
humans who make subjective
decisions about what'’s likely to sell
well. No two designers are going to
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Floor-ed Genius?

Traditionally, one of the
British hi-fi industry’'s most
successful areas is that of
loudspeakers, where we boast
a wealth of big name brands.
More recently, floorstanders
have become all the rage,
offering the promise of a
fuller, wider bhandwidth
sound. Noel Keywood decided
to round up the pick of the
latest mid-price designs from
Epos, KEF, Mission, Monitor
Audio and Wharfedale...

agree on much of this — at least, not
the ones | have met. Our tests
clearly show what sort of approach
is being used, but only you can
decide whether it is what you want.
Another variable is your listening
room. For example, MA’s S8 really
produces bass, but | suspect that in a
square-ish, resonant room (let’s say
12ft x 14ft) it will likely sound
boomy, whereas in a larger room it
be better damped, and balanced. For
smaller rooms the Mission or Epos
are likely to suit. They will not over-
excite it and will work close to a
rear wall.

Loudspeaker engineering now is
an exact science in which computers
play a large part. Modern designs
from specialist manufacturers like
these give a good performance that’s
fundamentally accurate. The
variations that exist here are
reflections more of the design
approach used than problems of
design. Our measurements and
listening tests reveal just what it is
these five floorstanders offer. At the
end of the day whether they suit you
will depend upon what you want
from a speaker, and the room you
put them in. If it’s a big sound you
want, in line with the speaker’s
presence in a room, then some of
the models reviewed here are just
the ticket...
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Fast, light, airy sound allied to a real
‘joie de vivre’ will win them friends, but
not the most neutral or transparent at
the price.

ood news for Epos afi-
cionados. The new ver-
sion of the MI5, the
M15.2, is significantly less
expensive.You get more
‘speaker for less money;
the new version is 50mm taller and
it's possible to fill the bottom quar-
ter with sand to give extra stability
and resonance damping. These are
fairly heavy as supplied (8kg before
sand), so extra weight would give
them a splendid advantage over
smaller stand mounted models. Sand
filling really does work too, dramati-
cally improving bass quality and tim-
ing, as well as general cleanliness in
the delivery of transients. As dried
Silver Sand is very heavy though, it
makes moving the ‘speaker difficult.

The 150mm woofer features a
new Epos die-cast chassis instead of
the plastic chassis used in the earlier
model. The tweeter is similar to that
used in the M12.2,a 25mm
aluminium dome with ferrofluid
cooling and a neodymium magnet
system. These ‘speakers feature a
metal grille which surprised me. If
you hold one end and tap the other,
it rings (at one octave below middle
C). However, the grill is held in place
by four lugs which should prevent
them from adding their own contri-
bution to the sound.

As usual, these come with
spikes. They also come with discs
about the size of a thick 10p coin. In
the centre of one side, there is a
very small dent and it is quite fun
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getting the spikes to locate correctly
in each of the four discs. These
aren't mentioned in the otherwise
excellent manual, but there's lots of
commonsense advice about
positioning, running in and
recommended amplifier power, from
25 watts to 150 per channel. | was
not convinced that a 25 watt per
channel amp would get much from
these speakers - twice that would be
better!

Higher frequencies from the
M15.2s are rather prominent, giving
a forward presentation. Soprano
voice could raise the hairs on the
back of my neck in some recordings.
The stereo image was mostly stable
and there was a lovely airy’ effect to
the sound. Although the M15.2 is a
little bright in character, it is not
unpleasant or hard. Rather, this
lightness has the effect of making
bass seem reticent at a first listen.
The M15.2s are vigorous, making
music sound enthusiastic. Like all
revealing loudspeakers though, they
are not forgiving of poor recordings!

Low frequency performance
from the M15.2s was not the
strongest, lacking weight. What there
was, was very clean and detailed,
which explains the feeling of overall
lightness. The manual suggests you
place the speakers at 20cm from a
rear wall. Further away will reduce
the quantity of bass, but it will sound
cleaner. Too close and any speaker
will produce more bass, but it will
be lumpy and boomy. ! used them as
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suggested, firing down a 24ft long
room, but they remained lignter in
delivery than the others in the
group.These won't be he choice for
those into heavy low frequencies,
but in other respects they proved
fairly impressive all-rounders.
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KEF £599

he QS5 is described as a
‘two and a half way’ loud-
speaker with a sound that
matches its looks: "discrete
and authoritative” accord-
ing to KEF. The design is
more sophisticated than the usual
two-way, employing a coaxial Uni-Q
driver with tweeter placed at the
throat of the bass unit, reflex loaded
by the front port seen beneath it. A
coaxial tweeter gives great image
focus, irrespective of listener posi-
tion, an area where the Uni-Qs
excel. Below the Uni-Q sits a sup-
plementary bass driver, reflex loaded
by a rear port. The rear panel is nar-
rower than the front, the cabinet
being remarkably similar in overall
shape and size to the Wharfedale
Evolution 20 in this group test.

I'm not sure that KEF's term
'discrete’ best describes this
loudspeaker, as the sound was big in
character with full sounding bass. If
the ‘speakers are placed too close to
the walls, bass will increase and a
boom a little. That's what the
supplied foam bungs are for - bung it
in the holes and you lose this,
making near-wall placement a viable
option. A useful touch — and a tip for
owners of all ported loudspeakers (if
your box booms, then stuff
something inside the port and it will
stop!)

The QS5 struck me as a fine all
round design - | was unable to trip it
up with many different types of
music. The delicacy at the start of

“Your Own Sweet Way' by the
Notting Hillbillies was well
reproduced, as was ‘Dance The
Night Away’ by The Mavericks. But
then, when that Mavericks song
starts up it's feet-tapping good stuff.
All the rock music | threw at the
Q5s came out well and was
enjoyable too. That slightly boomy
bass helped give the sound punch
under these circumstances, but it
was not quite so accurate with
classical music.

Listening to choirs and the very
difficult female voice revealed a slight
hardness with some CDs, but others
were good. A good test of the low
frequencies in my room is a CD of
Hymns with the Huddersfield
Choral Society. The first track
contains powerful deep organ music
and it was reproduced well. | like to
stand some distance away during this
track and the Q5s showed that they
are capable of filling my long room
very well. With the foam bungs bass
did indeed reduce on tracks like this,
and the sound also became tighter,
albeit a little constricted after the
open quality of bung-less operation
(which is the inevitable trade-off).

‘Loquebantur variis linguis'
(Thomas Tallis) on the CD, 'Faire is
the Heaven' was a very pleasant
experience. The sopranos sang their
way up to the higher registers
without difficulty, something | found
delightful. Treble was smooth and
revealing, reproducing different notes
in the higher registers differently.
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There was some lack of sweetness
however; whilst nothing seemed to
be added to the sound. a little
hardness tinged some tracks of a
few CDs. A fine, lairge, expansive
sounding design then, with just a
touch of bass boom and upper mid
hardness.
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| Large, powerful and expansive sound
with fine imaging will impress, but a
touch of upper mid hardness makes

@ful partnering essential.
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Excellent all rounders with an extremely
crisp and transparent sound, although
need serious power amplification and
careful positioning.

14

t l4kg weight and 19

litres effective volume,

the Mission 782se is

both small but surpris-

ingly heavy, especially at

the price point — it's the
most expensive in the group. There’s
a built-in plinth which can be
unscrewed and removed, but there
is almost certainly no need to do
this. As with the other speakers, a
set of spikes is provided with adjust-
ment to enable firm and level
mounting.

These ‘speakers are a three-way
with reflex loaded bass unit,
although from the pictures you
would think they are two-way. The
small bass/midrange unit you can see
at the top of the cabinet is supple-
mented by a fill-in lower bass unit,
situated at the side near the bottom
of the cabinet. They can be
positioned with the bass units facing
in or out, Mission advise, according
to taste. It's necessary to
experiment because this will alter
bass quality as well as sound stage
width (they say).As with some of
the others in this test, the
recommended starting point
distance from the rear walls is a
close 20cms. The distance from each
side wall is a recommended
minimum of half a metre.

The tweeter is — unusually -
below the midrange unit. | started
listening in a somewhat laid back
position to get my ears at the same
height as the tweeter, but this
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proved needless, as there was no
difference when | sat up. This
demonstrates superb integration of
tweeter with the midrange unit, as
with the other speakers it was
necessary (and advised in one case)
to have the ears at tweeter height.

Indeed, subjectively | found the
782se a very integrated sounding
speaker. That word sums up the
overall performance well. The biggest
difference from the others (apart
from the Epos) was low efficiency; it
was necessary to increase the
volume control noticeably to get the
same sound level from the 782s. All
the same, the overall sound was
definitely 'big' in character, as big as
the others in this test, even though
the Missions have smaller cabinets.
The quality of finish of these
matched the Monitor Audio as being
the best in the test.

The Missions were excellent at
presenting ambience, sounding very
clear and resonant. Their bass was
good in quality, but by no means
overwhelming in quantity — they're a
little dry down in this department. In
fact, they would appeal to those for
whom the Monitor Audios are ‘a
little too much' in the bass area. The
sound from mixed orchestral
instruments blended beautifully and
yet the ‘speaker retained the ability
to present each line clearly - a
splendid achievement | felt. The long-
delay echo from a low organ note,
after it has stopped playing, was very
clearly audible with the 782ses. They

had the best integration of the drive
units of any in this test. All in all,a
very upfront, crisp and transparent
transaucer.
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MONITOR AUDIO

ith no less than four
drive units, the S8 is
in fact another 'two
and a half way'
design. The bottom
two drivers are both
bass units, with a bass/midrange unit
above them and the tweeter up top.
There are two ports, one for the
pair of bass units and one for the
bass/midrange unit. Each port has its
own bung, so you can experiment
with one, or the other, both, or nei-
ther! | found the ‘speaker quite
excellent with neither in place, but |
can well imagine some people might
want to include one of the bungs,
especially if they find the bass too
heavy, or need to place the speakers
closer to the rear wall than the rec-
ommended minimum of 20cm.

The twin bass units give good
cone area from a narrow cabinet.
You get good bass power handling,
plenty of slam, low distortion but
also good imaging. Years ago,
speakers were wide fronted and
imaged poorly. They were intrusive
too, of course, as people don't like
wardrobes in their lounges
nowadays! So it was interesting to
hear what the S8s could do with
such an arrangement. I'm a
confessed lover of transmission line
speakers and was very pleasantly
surprised to hear how far down the
Monitor Audios went, and how loud
they could go without compromising
bass quality. They didn't shout and
they didn't honk - they were just

powerful and authoritative. | found
treble was also splendid, very
accurate yet without that layer of
‘added sweetness and detail' you can
get from a forward tweeter that's
not strictly correct.

| played plenty of rock loud and
felt sure the neighbours were up and
dancing along. Well perhaps not, but
the $8s seem exciting. At the same
time they can also play organ music.
Louis Vierne's 'Messe Solennelle’,
recorded at Lausanne Cathedral is
quite stunning. The low notes really
do go low and these speakers
impressed me in sounding very close
to my favourite IMF transmission
lines (see this month's Olde Worlde
on p130). Another good test is the
March from Holst's First Suite. After
a few descending notes the big drum
is given a wonderful thwack. My
Telarc recording gives a great idea of
the size of the drum. Lesser
speakers produce the sound of a
smaller drum; the Monitor Audios
produced the biggest drum of any
speakers in this group.

Turning to more delicate choral
music, it was immediately clear that
the S8s are not just good players of
hard rock and roll. Their excellent
imaging and smooth tweeter
revealed differences between choirs
that few others can match. The two
soprano lines of 'Loquebantur variis
lingius' on Faire is the Heaven CD
were clearly distinguished. The music
was more than just ‘nice’; it was well
articulated. These speakers can

£799

convey the more delicate qualities of
a recording as well being
heavyweights when required. A
hugely impressive all round design at
the price, and very hard te fault in
any department.
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Truly powerfut and engaging wideband
performance with plenty of grip and
ldetail make them our pick of the pack.
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Impressively musical and punchy
loudspeaker with just a touch of high
frequency coarseness and boxiness;

super value when partnered carefully.
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WHARFEDALE

his handsome looking
lower model in
Wharfedale's budget-to-
mid-price Evolution series
comes with a separate
platform bolted to the bot-
tom of the ‘speaker. Spikes are then
bolted to the platform. This unusual
cabinet design - very similar to the
KEF - has a narrow rear with curved
side walls. It’s a construction that
will certainly reduce panel reso-
nances, but at the expense of inter-
nal volume. The bass unit is a
|70mm cone type made of Kevlar,
which is a very light and stiff materi-
al also found in body armour! The
tweeter is located in its own isolat-
ed chamber and uses a 25mm textile
dome.

Given the single small bass drive
unit, | was surprised at the quantity
of bass that emerged from the
Wharfedales. Lack of internal
resonances gave an initial impression
that the bass was light, yet with
further listening it was not. It was all
there and in quantity and quality. The
bottom octave was missing from
those CDs that show off the bigger
organs, for example, but then this is
not a large loudspeaker. In terms of
value for money, | felt the Evolution
20s did well in this area.

Wharfedale places the tweeter
right at the top of the cabinet.
Listening carefully, | found orchestral
strings sounded a little boxy, lacking
the airiness of some ‘speakers in this
group, like the Epos M15.2s for

example. However, the 20s could
position a central image that was
stable and well defined. In contrast
to this strength the two different
soprano lines in 'Loquebantur variis
linguis' from Faire is the Heaven
tended to merge into one, and |
found it was not so easy to
distinguish individual voices - as with
some of the other speakers. The
Wharfedales also lacked the warm
balance and generally ambient feeling
of speakers like the Q5 and S8.With
soprano voice playing loud there
was some detectable spitch, likely
from some resonance in the
tweeter.

Rock music came across as
energetic and punchy. These CDs did
not provoke that tweeter resonance
at higher levels and the sound was
very enjoyable; perhaps the speakers
were showing up deficiencies in my
recordings. Trying to sort this sort of
thing out is difficult. Certainly,
clarinet on 'Songs from the Exotic'
sounded superb, with just the right
amount of believable edge to it.
Sometimes the clarinet can produce
an almost perfect square wave, while
as a comparison, the flute can at
times produce an almost perfect
sine wave. Both make good material
for listening tests.

The opening intake of breath by
Mariah Carey on the track
'Vanishing' came across as natural
from the Evolution 20s. On one or
two of the other models it was
exaggerated, so on balance the

die  3rd OCT_OM1,
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£450

Wharfedales compared well. The
song was exciting, leaving me sitting
at the edge of my seat. The Evolution
20 is not a relaxing speaker, so much
as an engaging, upfront and fun
‘speaker that projects well.
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conclusion

hese days, mid-price floor-

standing loudspeakers such

as these are aimed both

and hi-fi and home cinema

situations, and the manuals

often referred to this. All
manufacturers had other matching
‘speakers in the range for multichan-
nel use, with smaller designs for the
rears and a single centre option.
However in this test, we considered
them specifically as stereo pairs - and
all performed well in this area. The
good news is that none were poor,
as you'd expect from a crop of rep-
utable manufacturers, but they all dif-
fered very noticeably in their sonic
signatures.

Firse, the Epos M15.2s appeared
to have some anomaly in the tweeter
which gave them a very open and
airy sound. Although not unpleasant,
it wasn't strictly accurate, and was as
though they were adding something
to the sound that was not originally
there. Dry recordings sounded quite
nice, but those that were already
quite ambient in nature sounded too
bright. The lack of deep bass was
surprising, but what there was, was
very clean. They were a charismatic, if
not entirely neutral design, that will
win friends providing they're matched
to smooth systems,

KEF’s Q5s were fine
loudspeakers, producing a big, punchy
sound with rock music and quite a
revealing one with classical, but they
were a little hard at times. As such,
these will also require sympathetic
system matching, but correctly
aspirated then they'll win friends for
their upfront and expansive nature.
Likewise, Wharfedale’s Evolution 20s
were also capable all round
performers which excelled at
nothing, but showed few obvious
weaknesses save a tendency for
roughness if pushed hard. My major
quibble with these was the quality

control, which was less than perfect
with the stands on this review pair —
yet they're undeniably excellent value
at around £450 a paf.

Although DP found the Mission
782ses a little upfront in his review
about a year ago, here we found
them smooth and even. In fact,
they're almost the exact opposite of
the Epos M15.2s, in that their sound
showed fantastic integration of the
drive units. A home cinema setup
using the Missions would be
awesome - but would need seriously
powerful amplification, as the
minimum recommended power of
50watts is probably not sufficient to
drive them loud. Give the 782ses
100watts each and you could relax
to a very open, transparent and clean
sound.

The Monitor Audio S8s are only
slightly less smooth, but their bass
goes way down ard comes close to
transmission line designs in character.
With a very capacious, full bodied
and expansive nature, these are my
overall choice amongst this group,
but as always loudspeakers are very
personal things. Our measurements
quite clearly show the respective
differences are not great, and all are
basically well engineered. So it's very
much down to personal taste — as

wanehicfivioridis ek

always — so I'd advise you to use this
supertest to make your shortlist, and
then grab your favourite discs and
hot-foot it down to your friendly
local dealer if at all possible. Big
floorstanders can really shake a
room and sound impressive in a way
smaller stand-mounters cannot.
They're great fun and real high
fidelity — but you must choose with
care.
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Developed for the music lover and cinema enthusiast
who wants to seek out the most accurate and

involving sound.

The AKURATE loudspeaker system has four distinct, accu rate adj. fa Ithfu I Iy represe ntl ng

acoustically matched loudspeakers. Three full range .
and one for bass reinforcement. They can be simply the truth ; preC|Se -
configured to comprise pitch-accurate, multi-channel

sound systems for high performance music and cinema.

Featuring the unique 3-K Driver Array — a Linn designed
driver configuration that creates a single point acoustic
source independent of cabinet type. Any combination
of loudspeakers with this technology achieve a perfectly

balanced accurate result.

Designed to stand the test of time, Linn AKURATE

loudspeakers are built to take advantage of new

high-definition sound and vision formats.

The new Akurate Loudspeaker System. True.

Linn Products Limited.
For more information or a demonstration call 0500 888 909
or email helpline@linn.co.uk

www.linn.co.uk



Less and More
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Despite the advent of MP3, AAC, SACD and DVD-A et al, there are still a lot of people who
want plain, old, unreconstructed sixteen bit digital disc players — and the competition is
fierce. Right now, we think Marant2's new CD7300 is one of the very best at its price, and
are no less impressed with Creek’s new CD50/11 at over twice the money. But how do they
compare? Is the law of diminishing returns still applicable to digital? Albert Lee pits the

two against each other...

THE PLAYERS
t 5.7kg, the Maranz
CD7300 has a very solid
feel about it, considering
the 440x89x3|7mm
dimensions and modest
£350 price. It's a beauti-
fully clean design with an uncluttered
visual appearance with the minimum
of controls on the front panel.
Unusually, for a domestic machine,
the CD7300 sports a variable pitch
control. Rear panel layout has had a
lot of thought to produce a unit that
looks and feels extremely functional
— there’s a pair of sockets for ana-
logue output (2 volts RMS) a single
socket for digital output, an optical
output socket, and remote control
input and output sockets.There is
also a switch so one can switch
between internal and external
remote control sensors. The supplied
remote control had enough controls
to confuse me! It was poorly made

from impact moulded plastic and was
small enough to be readily lost.
Although it worked weli and did
seem to be strongly manufactured.
The CD7300 uses a Phillips VAM
2202 CD transport. Analogue and
digital sections are separated from
each other in an attempt to minimise
pulsative noise levels. This machine
uses high-density voltage amplifiers
to achieve wide bandwidth along
with good signal purity. Because of
using tnis type of device, high signal
processing speed is achieved. The
digital to analogue converter chosen
was a Cirrus Logic C54396. Marantz
have adopted a dual layer chassis to
help damp out vibration which would
interfere with the circuitry. Cleverly,
this CD player is capable of reading
CD-R/CD-RW discs even if they are
unfinished. It will also recognise the
MP3 format. Another feature is CD
Text support (although this only
occurs if the discs have this type of

soarwhi-fiwarld.co.uk

display embedded on the disc).

Sharing its predecessor’s
(430x62x250mm) dimensions, the
new £850 Creek CD50mk2 looks
similar to the earlier CD50 but is
actually a very different machine. It's
well built alright, weighing in at a
respectable 5kg, but still doesn't
come close to the superbly finished
Marantz which is amazingly well
turned out at the price. The front
panel! is extremely well laid out with
the emphasis on simplicity of
operation. At the rear, the sockets
are logically positioned with a pair of
phono sockets for analogue output.
Digital output is catered for by the
use of a single phono socket (S/PDIF
output) and a TOSLINK optical
socket. There is a pair of further
sockets to enable the CD50mk2 to
be integrated into the Multi-Room
system, although this option requires
your dealer to upgrade the machine
s0 it can be used in this way [see
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Rear panel of Marantz CD7300.

box]. Mains power is delivered via an
IEC socket rather than a captive
cable. The supplied remote is easy to
use and has a good range of
operation, although like the Marantz
is of relatively poor quality ~ and at
this price there's less excuse.The
CD50 mk2 has an audio output of 2
volts RMS.

The mk2 has a new transport
due to the difficulty of obtaining a
steady supply of player the earlier
mechanisms — suppliers such as
Philips seem to delete their mechs
every ten minutes these days. This
new one is a CD-ROM type,
presumably because it can be
replaced with virtually any ROM
drive as and when supplies dry up!
The circuitry is improved and with
symmetrical layout and shorter signal
paths, and a higher frequency clock
oscillator is used that's synchronised
with the micro controller and buffer

THE TEST

My listening room measures 28x19x14
feet, and is heavily furnished with
loads of plants, hooks and thousands
of records. Both of these machines
were placed on isolated wall stands,
with each support platforms levelled.
They were connected to a passive pre-
amplifier (of my own design) with
1.25m Musiflex cables terminated with
Neutrik phono plugs. Inputs for both of
the machines were identical in both
impedance and capacitance. The
power amplifiers were three Crown
DC300As running in tri-amped configu-
ration, driving passive ATC SCM35s.
All this equipment was run for three
days to achieve optimum performance.
The CD players had dises in their
drawers, set to repeat for the same
time. The 240V mains electricity sup-
ply was checked for constant voltage,
and the frequency of the supply was
checked, and was stable at 50Hz. My
system uses an isolated fuse hox with
screened cables to the dedicated sock-
ets.

clock to minimise internal

the Creek is alto-

gether a better

performer, as its
price suggests - by com-
parison the Marantz
actually sounds muddled

achieve much lower noise
performance than the mk|.There are
12 regulated power supplies along
with an entirely separate power
supply for the CD drive mechanism.
This machine will read all of the
current Copy Code Protected
compact discs. It is also an easy
upgrade to modify the software to
accommodate any changes in the
coding in the future.

THE SONICS

First piece of music into the drawer
was ‘Boulevard’ by St.Germain. It
showed the Marantz CD7300 to be a
most accomplished machine
considering its relatively low position
in life. There was a generally warm
and full tonality, with a fine feeling of
spatial resolution and an impressively

FUTURE PERFECT
The Creek CD50 ntk2 has an RS232 bus system that allows remote control
and serial connection of the player with next generation Creek equipment or
proprietary room controllers. It works by plugging in the appropriate module
into the motherboard and upgrading the software. The machine also permits
soft upgrades; the buffer and microcontroller are both programmed by sepa-
rate EPROMs that contain all the code. To upgrade this, Creek can supply a
new EPROM that can be plugged into the motherboard to replace the exist-
ing one, and the player will ‘boot load’ the new software upon start-up.
Methinks Creek want this 10 be the last CD player you ever need buy...

interference. There are two discrete
transformers for the digital and the

analogue power supplies. This
feature, along with separate

grounding, enables the player to
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tight bass. Music was quite beguiling,
although not the crispest, grippiest
or best animated I've heard. Moving
to the Creek CD50 mk2, and stereo
image size was larger still in stature,
with a truly *‘walk around’
soundstage. The beat structure of
this music really chugs along with this
new machine, basslines pushing along
the song with aplomb. Detailing was
excellent — along with percussion, hi-
hats, rim shots, cymbal strikes and
wood block shots, | was able to tell

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk

the difference between the ride and
crash cymbals with ease.With many
mid-price CD spinners, this disc
sounds confused, probably because of
the amount of information in the
mix, but with the CD50mk2 the
sound was extremely well presented.
For example, ‘Street Scene’ saw the
flautist was finely etched in space as
if it had a life of its own. By
comparison, the
Marantz had a
drier bass,
although moving
up to the upper
bass and low
midband, the
Marantz was
slightly more
fulsome.The
treble to mid
balance of both
machines was very well displayed.
Given that low price, it's a warm and
rich CD machine, whereas the Creek
is altogether more neutral.

The next CD on was the violin
concerto by Beethoven with Hilary
Hahn playing the solo instrument.
This amazing disc is available on Sony
Classical SK 60584.The Marantz was
put in service first. The sound was
very restrained almost as if the
engineer had put a limiter in the line
between the mixing desk and the
recording machine. A veil seemed to
be apparent around the whole
orchestra. Through the Creek, the
music had obviously more life in it
and that veil had been lifted! The
orchestra really pounded along,
punctuating the solo parts with
panache and subtlety. This disc moves

me to tears and this time was no
different. | am extremely familiar with
most of Beethoven's work, and this
performance is amongst his very
best. The Creek replayed this work
with just the right amount of passion
and drive. This is most unusual as
most recordings on both vinyl and
compact disc tend to display the
orchestra and the violin almost
acerbically. As a live music devotee, |
have found that violins do tend to
screech and drift out of tune as they



are played.

However, it wasn't a simple and
clear cut victory to the Creek,
because Marantz has a facility on the
CD7300 which lets the user switch
the display off, and when | did this
the sound improved remarkably. The
CD7300 regained much of the width
and depth of the orchestra, although
the stereo image was still not as tall
as the Creek, which sadly does not
have this option (although | have no
doubts that Mike will address this
issue in the near future).

Jazz masterpieces are hard to
find, but Miles Davis's ‘Kind of Blue’ is
certainly one of them.This collection
of music is still available on
Columbia/ Legacy CK64935 and is a
magnificent disc.'So What' was cued
up on the Marantz and the play
button pressed, and the music of The
Man poured into my living room with
consummate ease. The instruments
were all readily identifiable, but the
Creek consistently bettered it in
textural and timbral quality. The
CD50/1l had an obviously better grip
of the recorded acoustic, being
better able to differentiate the
musicians and the instruments they
were playing. My listening session
went on into the night, and all sorts
of music was played, with the same
conclusions drawn every time.

THE VERDICT

The Marantz CD7300 is superbly
capable at the price, and should do
very well. It has an extremely open
and competent sound, the type of
which you couldn’t really buy for this
money. It has a wealth of useful
facilities, and is beautifully finished
given its relatively modest position in
life. But the Creek is altogether a
better performer, as its price
suggests - by comparison the
Marantz actually sounds muddled. It
possesses the ability to describe the
room in which the performance took
place and the musical event itself.
Dynamically, these players are much
of a muchness, but the Creek gives
the impression of being more

articulate thanks to its better low
level grip.

combatants, then.To put it in
perspective, you'd struggle to find a
DVD-A or SACD spinner under
£2,000 that comes close to the
Creek (on |6bit CD) — which
suddenly makes ye olde Compact
Disc look a surprisingly worthy
format once again. Although the Marantz.

THE EDITOR SAYS:

Historically, both Marantz and Creek have had the best
sounding CD spinners at their price points, and little has
changed with the new generation machines you see here.
The Marantz has got even smarter and more sveite looking
than the already impressive CD6000 OSE it replaces, and
offers an ever-so-slightly smoother and sweeter sound. It's
ahead of the sort of thing Marantz were doing a decade ago,
such as the CD52. The Creek is an obvious improvement on
the very good (if not earth shattering) CD50 mk1 precursor.
It's sweeter and richer than both its predecessor and rivals
such as Cyrus’s CD8 — which is a little too brightly lit for
some tastes. It has a very organic and listenable sound, with
few obvious weaknesses.

Only if you spend twice the price of the Creek will yon
get a comprehensively better sounding machine, although the
likes of Meridian's 507 gives better ergonomics and a more
‘designed’ feel allied to a smidgeon more detail — although
there’s not much in it. As such, the gong goes to the Marantz
for amazing value. Is the Creek worth the extra — yes, inas-
much as it's as good as all but the very top designs (now a
diminishing breed) in most fields. The only downside is its
rather prosaic styling and ergonomics — and I'm sure Mike
Creek would respectfully point out that all the money’s been
spent on the insides and not the out. Once again, this test
proves my message that serious CD players don't get better,
they just get more affordable every year.

The Marantz

CD7300 is

superbly capable
at the price, and should
do very well... but the
Creek is altogether a bet-
ter performer, as its price
suggests

Rear panel of Creek CD5O0II.

www hi-fiworid.co.uk

Creek is undoubtedly worth the
extra money over the Marantz ~ and
Impressive stuff from both these it's very stiff competition for the best
of the rest in the £800 price bracket
- the Marantz reafly shines in value
for money terms because it does
much of what the Creek does at
nearly a third of the price. A win-win
situation then, with the value for
money laurels going to the

T 0000 |

| Brilliant value for money thanks to {
‘ superb build, a rich and finessed sound
and a fine range of facilities.

{ One of the very best CD spinners at the
price, this offers a captivating musical
performance and clever future-proofed
design.
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3 ive sonic steg forward over its
e $€br and most of the competition.”
Wat Hi Fi Sourd and Vision (Apr 03)

o w4 Group Test Winner

“The pinnacie of £600 CD repiay.”
What Hi Fi Sound and Vision (Sept 03)
F AR A& Group Test Winner

cDs8
@ “Class leading levels of detail.”
What Hi Fi Scund and Vision (Sep 03) ~

SR EE >

ARARIKTR

Pre X / Mono X

“Worthy of true audiophile status....highly
musical and satisfying performance.”
Hi Fi Plus (issue 25, Aug 03) :
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rld Radio History

Come see the future
at the Bristol show!

Begin your Cyrus experience at this
year’s Bristol show with a visit to
Foyer 2, where you can see our new,
internationally acclaimed, 6, 8 and

X Series components.

Indulge your audiophile cravings by
listening to our fabulous new decoder,
DAC X in a high-end system
demonstration. Hear how it could
transform your Cyrus system, and then
surprise yourself by finding out how
Cyruslink™, our next generation
wireless home audio server, could
change the way you listen to music
forever!

The Cyrus audio deh’ronstta[.&

Cyruslink™ helpdeék
ir Foyer 2, opposite the sale “

e
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S~ s NS
Advanced Audio and Video Systems

Cyrus Electronics
Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE29 6XY

Tel: +44 (0)1480 435577
Fax: +44 (0)1480 437715
email: info@cyrusaudio.com

www.cyruslink.co.uk | www.cyrusaudio.com
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review

750 BON M AM T

Great tuners may be costly and complex, but L.J.K.Setright asserts that good tuners can be
affordable and simple. He adduces the T50 Creek in evidence, and is supported by his cat

nyone old enough to

recall the Creek

CAS3040 tuner, which

made its first graceful

curtsy to the world in

1985, will hardly feel the
need to question the qualities of this
new Creek tuner, the T50.There was
another, the T40, in between, though i
never heard it; nevertheless the gen-
eral consensus is that, whatever else
their virtues, what Creek do particu-
larly well are tuners. It is rare for
popular opinion to be well founded,
let alone worthy of repetition, but
this is one of those rare occasions:
the T50 shows that the Creek repu-
tation is thoroughly deserved.

Years ago | prepared a study of
Technical Writing considered as a
Fine Art — which, alas, it never is —
and as one of the exemplary texts |
chose a passage about the workings
of radio contained in the user’s guide
to the 3040. [t was a beautiful piece
of work, as lucid in its language as in
its explanations. Such foolproof
explicitness could only be the work
of one with a profound
understanding of his subject:
eventually | found out that it was
written by Michael Creek himself. No
wonder his tuner was so good.

I met him once, when | was

already the owner of a 3040
together with a couple of early
Creek amplifiers, the 4040 and 4140
(! have all three still, and would not
want to part with them); he struck
me as an agreeably level-headed
fellow, who saw real merit in the
attainment of great ends by modest
means. That, presumably, was why so
many of us reckoned that the way
through a hi-fi lover's life was to get
over the cheap-and-cheerful starter
package as quickly as possible and
move on to the modestly-priced
Creek equipment — and then to hang
on to it resolutely, refusing to change

then somewhere well above the
qualitative middle is still where
Creek stuff belongs. Today they offer
two series of related products - the
50 range of integrated amplifiers ard
CD player, and the 53 series — and
the £499 T50 tuner will work
perfectly well with either, though it is
styled to match the former. Those
who realise the immense importance
of a tuner as a source will find that it
also works perfectly well with other
equipment of far more formidable
reputation.
In this instance | plugged it into
the system where my Linn Kremlin
usually functions.
Careful reading of
the instructions —
not a patch on the

nevertheless the
general consensus
is that, whatever immaculate booklet

else their virtues, what
Creek do particularly well

are tuners

it until one could afford and justify
something really exquisite.

Today that same stage on the
market-price ladder, somewhere
below the middle, is still where
Creek apparatus is to be found. If
this new tuner is anything to go by,

wvrw hi-fiworld.co.uk

which accompanied
the old 3040 —
revealed that setting
the device up would
be simple, as so it
proved. A choice of
RDS or frequency displays, a range of
brightnesses, a choice of FM/AM
bands, a choice of tuning modes, all
these may be sought with the aid of
a few buttons on the front panel (or
of the remote control which comes
into its own when one has a
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EXPERIENCE
THESGHORD
EFFECT!

The first time you hear your
sound system with Chord
interconnecting cables will
be the first time you've
really heard it.

Be warned - the effect can
be shattering.

Your eyes and ears will be
opened. Your music will
never sound the same
again.

Specify Chord

cables - Hear

the light!

OUANFTEOM 2

FOR SALES AND INFORMATION
CALL: 01722 331674 FAX: 01722 411388
E-MAIL: CHORD@CHORD.CO.UK
OR VIST US AT WWW.CHORD.CO.UK
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A good FM analogue
tuner can bring sound
quality to die for. The
huge bonus is that you |
also get...

Free musie |

' O t\ée‘

| Interest in tuners has never been
higher, fuelled by all the promotion
for digital radio — DAB. But have
you heard real analogue FM with
ANALOGUE TUNING!

The key to sound quality in any l
tuner is the “front end”, the heart

of the tuner where the signal is

separated from all the competition.

Most companies use off-the-shelf

DIGITAL FRONT ENDS. These allow

easy remote control in fixed steps

but usually compromise sound

quality. The analogue approach

allows CONTINUOUS, fine tuning. |

|

Magnum Dynalab of Canada are ‘
committed to the all-analogue

approach, even offering optional

ANALOGUE REMOTE CONTROL.

North American reception ‘
conditions are difficult. Tightly

packed stations demand both high {
SELECTIVITY and SENSITIVITY. But
these desirable characteristics can
conflict with high audio quality.

MD’s answer is to use several
stages — more in the top models —
of their OWN FRONT END design.
Precision here is critical to
performance and MD control the

| tolerances, unlike companies who
’ just buy in these key components.

Customers are thrilled by the
glorious sound and the variety of ! !
music — and have you ever heard a

radio play with the lights out? Wow! |

, !
Customers say we make some of the BEST

SOUNDs they have ever heard,so you know &8 ’
we can do the same in your home. Our — I
advice will take account of your best —-—J—‘E,—- |
components and guide you where change is 4 .
needed, in stages you can afford. —

You AVOID EXPENSIVE MISTAKES, enjoy
music along the way and save money in the

long run. 01225 874728 |

JUST LISTEN AND YOU’LL KNOW |

p r 2
A o

CD: ACCUPHASE, AUDIO SYNTHESIS, Bel Canto, dCS (ELGAR, DELIUS PURCELL, VERDI), \
MERACUS, SUGDEN, WADIA. VINYL: Basis, CLEARAUDIO, CROWN JEWEL. DNIM,
GRAHAM, THE GROOVE, LEHMANN, MICHELL, SUMIKO BLUE POINT SPECIAL,
TRANSFIGURATION. AMPLIFIERS; ACCUPHASE, ADVANTAGE, BEL CaNTO, CAT, DNM,
GAMUT, HOVLAND, NAGRA, SONNETEER, SPECTRAL, SUGDEN. LOUDSPEAKERS: AUDIO
PHysic, BKS, ETHOS, NEAT, TOTEM, VERITY AUDIO. TUNERS: MAGNUM DYNALAB. l
CABLES: ARGENTO, CHORD CO., DNM, NORDOST, SILTECH, VERTEXAQ, YAMAMURA

' CHURCHILL ETC. SUPPORTS: ARCICI, VEREXAQ, STANDS UNIQUE
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Antenna inputs

FM
LSOOO /
Use >3m length of wire
for AM antenna

The rear panel is as fuss-free as the front; basic antenna connections and audio outputs are what

you get.

complete 50-series set), but there
the resemblance to convention stops.

It is commonplace for
synthesised tuners to offer buttons
with which to tune-in stations or
select presets. In contrast, the Creek
has what | fondly remember from
early Creeks, a rotary tuning knob of
comfortable size and sensitivity — not
a steplessly smooth rotation, as on
the 3040, but with that delightful
soft-ratchet feel which enthralled the
fingertips on the early Creek
amplifiers.

This knob is not a dangerous
anachronism, but an intelligent
solution to a control problem. It is
not connected to some ghastly old
dust-endangered variable capacitor,
but to a digital encoder which
enables it either to move the tuning
through the scale or to find and
select a preset frequency. It may not
be truthful to describe such knob-
use as instinctive, but it is
unquestionably familiar, and it is
singularly precise.

This imaginative refusal to accept
the constraints of other designers’
thinking extends, | understand, to the
interior. High technology and
studied simplicity have combined, say
Creek, to reduce the component
count to a level previously thought
impossible. How high Surface Mount
technology ranks today, or double-
sided printed circuit boards plated
through their holes, | cannot say. | do
like the further idea of having all
active devices controlled by a digital
system which allows the design to be
updated by changing the codes in its
microcontroller. The settings are held
in a non-volatile memory like that of
a personal computer, incidentally
allowing as many as 99 FM and 29
AM focations to be recalled.

Be all that as it may, the thing
works well. My aerial antenna and its
location are modest things, by no
means extravagant, but the sensitivity
and selectivity of Creek tuning
proved admirable. Whenever |
wanted to change to another station,
it was a positive pleasure to turn
that perpetually delightful knob, to

see and hear the desired programme
caught and held. | could, | suppose,
have made more use of the remote
handset, but | only ever did so with
reluctance — a reluctance so strong
that it actually made me resent
having bothered to put the batteries
into the handset.

Yet all this is mere management.
It is a means to an end, but it is not

The Setright cat, a

hardened listener,

jumped when the
Ravel G major Piano

Concerto began

the end in itself. In the end all that
matters is how it sounded.

Flawless. Open, if that means
anything. Dynamic? The Setright cat, a
hardened listener, jumped when the
Ravel G major Piano Concerto
began. Maybe the performance of
that queer lictle chap Leonard
Bernstein, who was both pianist and
director of the orchestra, had
something to do with it; maybe it
was the quality of the breadcast
recording; but it was
exactly the reaction
that should be
observed when that

everything is right; but after
numerous experiences of listening to
audio apparatus, and copious
confusions in the sound of live
performances in a baffling variety of
venues, | have to admit that | do not
know how perfect sound sounds.
Neither, | believe, does - or can —
anybody else. All right, maybe this
Creek is not quite as good as the
Kremfin, but in the
first place the
difference is trifling,
in the second place
you cannot buy
Kremdins any more,
and in the third
place you probably
could not afford
one anyway if you
are operating in Creek territory.

It is solely a matter for each
individual customer to decide
whether or not the styling of the T50
is to his taste. | do not much care for
it, but that should matter only to me.
Setting that purely personal consid-
eration apart, | should say that if you
seek a benchmark tuner | have just
found one, and if you buy it, then —in
the best of traditions — do not be
parted from ic.

review

VERDICT 00000 £

Look no further; you are unlikely to fare
better. The T50 should justify its
presence in any system, Creek or
otherwise.

T50 CREEK
Creek Audio Ltd

£499

(€)+44 (0) 1442 260 146
www.creekaudio.co.uk

MEASURED PERFORMANCE

10Hz-14kHz

singular piece of
music opens. it should
be observed in all, not
only in cats; but |
knew what was
coming, and therefore
did not jump.The
feline ear is good, its
innocence
unimpeachable, and its
judgement therefore
sound.

'Flawless' is a
negative term: it
indicates only that
there is nothing
wrong with the
sound. 'Perfect’ would
be positive,
announcing that

Our analysis shows the T50 has a
smooth audio response and this will
impart an even tonal balance and a
sense of naturalness to the sound.
Distortion was reasonably low all
round, fuil left and right showing some
second harmonic only. There was a
little more hiss than expected though:
with a strong signal the best the T50
can manage is —-67dB A weighted, quite
a few dB below the norm of -71dB or
$9. A very slight hiss may just be
audible during silences, mostly affecting
Radio 3.
The T50 has plenty of output and

quite good sensitivity too, It mutes &t

| 22dBuV to efiminate hissy signals, but
this also means weak signals cannct be
received.

The T50 measures reasonably well,

It will sound clean and smooth, which
is important. There is a little hiss
though NK

wwwihi-fiworld.co.uk

Frequency response
Stereo separation
Distortion (50% mod.)
Hiss (CCIR)

Signal for minimum hiss
800mV
Output
Sensitivity
mono
stereo

34dB
0.12%
-67dB
(64dBuV)

0.82v

22dBpV (xxmV)
36pV (xxmV)

signal strength meter:
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Competition
Questions

[1] Which of the fol-
lowing formats doesn’t
the Pioneer play?

[a] MP3 CD

[b] DVD-A

[c] SACD

[d] LP

[2] what type of loud-
speakers are nxt?

[a] flat panel

[b] super-tweeter

[c] subwoofer

[d] multi-driver

[4] at what resolution
was the Steely Dan
PCM stereo mix?

[a] 16/44

[b] 16/48

[c] 24/96

[d] 24/192

[4] how did PC

describe the !
NS-DV990's DTS
performance?

[a] sensational

[b] fantastic

[c] excellent

[d] poptastic

March Competition

Hi-Fi World Magazine
Unit G4 Argo House

The Park Business Centre
Kilburn Park Rd.

London NW6 5LF

Entries will be accepted on a postcard only.

Grea

-1
WORLD'S

COMPETITION

Giveaway

WIN PIONEER'S STUNNING NS-DV990 STYLE SYSTEN WORTH £800 IN THIS MONTH'S

GREAT COMPETITION!

ere’s a chance to win a
‘lifestyle’ system with a
difference! Pioneer’s NS-
DV990 isn't just a pretty
face, but a fully featured
DVD-Audio and SACD
compatible multichannel system
complete with five state-of-the-art
NXT flat panel loudspeakers. In Hi-
FiWorld’s review last month, Patrick
Cleasby said:
"We have -R and -RW compatibility
for both CD and DVD, we have MP3
CD and Video CD, we have DVD-
Audio and SACD and we even have a
medium wave and FM tuner.To go
with all this we have an impressive
array of set up and sound options,
including the very useful Pro-logic Il
decoder. All formats of DVD-Video
are catered for,and DTS CD works,

Hi-Fi & Computer Audio
World Competition rules
and conditions of entry

1. Only one entry per house
hold.

2. Multiple entries will be
automatically disqualified.

3. Purchase of the magazine
is not a pre-condition of
entry.

4. No correspondence will be
entered into.

5. The Editor's decision is
final.

6. No employees of
Audio Publishing Limited,
or of any companies
associated with the
production or distribution

of the prizes may enter.

CONGRATULATIONS

even for CD-R discs (if there are any
quad conversion fiends out there).
The main event for our purposes
is how the thing sounds, and having
never experienced NXT speakers |
didn't know what to expect. | have to
say that | was very pleasantly
surprised. With ZTT about to kick
into a reissue frenzy this was an ideal
opportunity to test my tolerance to
the sound with the stunning new
surround mix of Propaganda's ‘A
Secret Wish’ SACD. Thankfully, for
the benefit of the lifestyle purchasers
who won't brave the set-up menus,
the SACD playback default is now
multi-channel rather than stereo.
Even with such a pristine early digital
recording the result was very
listenable and highly enjoyable. The
remastered CD version of Act's
‘Laughter, Tears and Rage’ was also
rendered very well, with the punchy
kick drum of the leading track
‘Absolutely Immune’ reproduced

with a well-focused tight efficiency,
and some excellent stereo imaging.

Finally the inevitable Steely Dan
DVD-Audio test revealed that these
funny flat speaker things are more
than capable of delivering the best
that 24/192 PCM stereo has to offer.
The 24/96 surround presentation
was also very convincing. Excellent
DTS performance was demonstrated
by surviving the challenge of the
blaring Danny Elfman title music on
Tim Burton's ‘Planet of the Apes’
DVD-Video. Broadcast and DVD-
Video Dolby Digital and the decoding
of Pro-logic material were all equally
satisfying."

If you'd like to win this superb
system, then all you have to do is
answer the following four easy
questions. Send your entries to:
March Competition, Hi-Fi World
Magazine, Unit G4,Argo House,The
Park Business Centre, Kilburn Park
Road, London NWé SLF.

...to Miss J Blanden, of Ipswich Suffolk, the winner of our January 2004 competition.
A Arcam FMJ A32 amplifier is on its way to you!
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Sevenoaks

'SOUND & VISION

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision stocks a wide
range of Hi-Fi separates, DVD players,
amplifiers, speakers, plasma screens, LCD
televisions and projection systems from all
the leading manufacturers.

From starter systems to custom designed muiti-room and
home cinema installations, our friendly staff are available
in all stores to advise, demonstrate and guide you through
the home entertainment jungle. If you're interested in
home entertainment and want to avoid the confusion,
contact your local Sevenoaks Sound & Vision store and
experience more.

0% interest free option* is available on most products.

*Written details on request. Licensed credit brokers.
Minimum balance £400. Subject to status.
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CUSTOM INSTALLATION

Are you looking to neatly and seamlessly integrate a
Home Cinema or Hi-Fi System into your home? Our
Custom Installation experts are fully trained in all areas
and provide a prompt, reliable and professional service.
Whether you're looking for lighting control systems, a
dedicated home cinema installation witk a retractable
screen and buift-in speakers or an integrated control
system, Sevenoaks Sound & Vision has the solution.

Ny therry

.SooLyicf)&”‘}u/chry\/

Hi-fi & Home Cinema show
Radisson 8AS, Manchesta Airport
7/8 February &
Sevenoaks Sound & Vision Leeds will be exhibiting
at the superb Northem Sound & Vision show, 7/8
February 2004. On display will be am exceptional
range of audio and visual equipment from the finest
companies, along with live entertainment
Sevenoaks will be working on the ‘Smarthouse
Showcase’ which will exhibit cutting-edge home
technology all in an actual home settimg.

For further information on this event, contact
Richard at our Leeds store - 0113 245 2775.

the A85, including its
menu-driven extended
feature set, and
increased the power
output to 90 watts per
channel using a higher
capacity power supply.
This opens up ihe sound
significantly, increases
precision in sound-
staging and adds drive,
depth, and control to the
bass, leaving it ready to
reproduce the latest high
definition audio sources.
such as DVD-Audio and
SACD, to the

highest standards.

The large toraidal
transformer and heavy-
duty power supply
ensure the amplifier has
more than enough drive
for a wide range

of speakers.

INTRODUCES
THE AS0
INTEGRATED
AMPLIFIER

Follewing on fram the
highly successful A85,
the A90 continues the
long line of successful
Arcem amplifier designs
and represents a
combination of technical
excellence, flexbifity,
eass of use and superb
sound quality tnat
already ooks like
establishing classic
staius in the future

Arcam has taken the
core amplifier desigr of

e s

YAMAHA RX-V1400RDS
THX SELECT AV RECEIVER

A recent addition to Yamaha's range of acclaimed AV
products is the THX select certified RX-V1400RDS
receiver. Comnprehensively equipped and efforlessly
powerful, Wrat Hi-F1? Sound and Vision ragazine (Jan
04) described the sound quality as “sensaiional” and
concludes tne '1400RDS to be "One of the most
significant receivers of recent months [and may] be the

naw class leadsr.” ———— =
WHI‘F'I? Jan |
SOUND AND VISION 04 3
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www.sevenoakssoundandvisio
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BIRMINC
BRIGHTO
BRISTOL

BROMLEY

AMBRIDGE
) F
EA
CHELTENH

CRAWLEY
OYDON
DINBURGH
EPSOM
EXETER
GLASGOW
GUILDFORD
HOLBORN
HULL
IPSWICH
KINGSTON
LEICESTER
LEEDS
LINCOLN
LIVERPOOL
MAIDSTONE
MANCHESTER
NEWCASTLE
NORWICH
NOTTINGHAM
OXFORD
PETERBOROUGH
PLYMOUTH
POOLE
PRESTON
READING
SEVENOAKS
SHEFFIELD
SOLIHULL
SOUTHAMPTON
SOUTHGATE
STAINES NEW
SWANSEA
SWINDON
SWISS COTTAGE
TUNBRIDGE WELLS
WATFORD
WEYBRIDGE NEW
WITHAM (ESSEX)
WOLVERHAMPTON

PLEASE SEE PAGE 7
FOR ADDRESS AND TELEPHDNE
NUMBER DETAILS
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Compared with a £200 CD player this dec
sounds remarkable: dig out yaur inyl anc 1
give the Xpression a spin
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priow omnt - it s well cosening arotner Best Buy. FANTASTIC OFFERS ON ARCAM DIVA AMPS & CDS

CLAIM £50
TOWARDS THE CARTRIDGE OF YCUR CHOICE

RCD-02 CD PLAYER
RA-02 AMPLIFIER

PRO-JECT DEBUT Il TURNTABLE* DM601 S3 SPEAKERS

Rotel electronics and B&W speakers are natural
partners for each other, giving excellent sound quality
and stunning looks. So what better thar this

combination of class-leading detait with an even and
robust sound

SYSTEM PRICE 7\- = - S e — . = N > But at Sevenoaks we always aim to offer you more and

y v \ this means What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision’s Award-
£949 95 vinning Project Debut Il turntable is thrown in FREE
[} y s
TEI IS LRI - -

Hi-FI SYSTEM 1 - NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR PROMOTION
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MARANTZ
CD5400 CD PLAYER

£119.95 SAVE £30

6 « @
OOI"OOO Q OOO o

MARANTZ
PM7200 AMPLIFIER

£249.95 SAVE £80

“This is one of the most powerful amps in its class, at 95w per
channel, and it sounds it with anything from dance to a big orchestral
worlk, offering a delicious combination of poise and impact. Stick with
fast, dynamic speakers such as B&W DM601 S3s or KEF's equally
capable Q1s and the results will amaze.”

PURE DIGITAL
DRX-702ES ANALOGUE/DAB TUNER

£299.95 SAVE £30

PRICING POLICY

We always try to ensure our ptices are
highly competitive.

In the event you car find the same products
and excellent servic at a lower price, please
bring it to our store managers' attention.

o FINANCE OPTION*
o Spread the cost of buying.

0% finance option is available
on the vast majority of products

we stock.

*Written details on reques. Licensed credit
brokers. Minimum balance £490. Subject to status.

Plzase Note: Some products may not be availaole at all stores..

Plzase call before travelling. *Cable Offer - From raage available In-store.
Not in conjunction with any other offer.

Acvertisemenl valid until at least 11/02/04, E&OE.

’

SYSTEM PRICE

£2399.95

PRCE EXTLJDES CAE_ES & STAMDS

SAVE £379
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HI-FI SYSTEM 3

ROKSAN
KANDY KD1/lll CD PLAYER
KANDY KA1/l AMPLIFIER

QUAD
11L SPEAKERS

It you're after detail and excitement in your music
then this system’s for you. Here we've combined
the Quad 11L speakers - Product of the Year
2002/2003 - with Roksan's double Award-winning
Kandy KA1/lll amplifier and its ideal partner, the
Kandy KD1/ill CD player.

¢4 OF
Ot k> @

SYSTE M PRIC E Awarded five stars in a recent What Hi-Fi? Sound

£ 1 399 95 : and Vision group test, the Kandy KD1/lll CD
' player was described as “offering a great array of

PRICE EXCLUDES CABLES &

talents - team it with its amp stablemate and you
have something close to the ideal visual and
sonic combination.”

But don't just take our word for it; come in for a listen

M O N ITO R AU D I O HI-FI SYSTEM 3 - NOT IN comuucgg; WITH ANY OTHER
SILVER S8 SPEAKERS —

£699.95 SAVE £100
HI-FI SYSTEM 4 SAVE £399

CYRUS CD8 CD PLAYER & 8 AMPLIFIER
MONITOR AUDIO SILVER S6 SPEAKERS

Another very popular combination that's more
than the sum of its already talented parts - and
that's before you've examined the upgrade
options. The CD8 is a magnificent player (Best
Buy - What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision Awards
2003) and like most Cyrus products its
performance can be maximised with the addition
of a Cyrus PSX-R power supply

The beautifully crafted Siiver $6 speakers from
British speaker specialists Monitor Audio
complete the package.

HI-FI SYSTEM 4 - NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER
OFFER OR PROMOTION

.- SYSTEM PRICE

Please Note: Some products may not be available at all stores. gt S, i s ’
Please call before travelling. *Cable Offer - From range available in-store. 3 $ s
Not in conjunction with any other offer. o

Advertisement valid until al leas! 11,02/04, E&OF, i
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SAVE £169

CD73T CD PLAYER & A65 PLUS AMPLIFIER

. BRONZE B2 SPEAKERS

i Best Buy
- 2003 ¢

<

Best Buy £1000 plus

0
O ™

Arcam and Monitor Audio both have ar
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nvolvin 1
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evenoaks

SOUND & VISION

PRODUCT RANGE

An outstanding selection of products
are on display and available for
demonstration at all Sevenoaks
Sound & Vision stores. However,
some products may not be available
at all stores.

Please call to check availakility
before travelling.

Cyrus 8
Cyrus Pre X Pre

Cyrus Mono X Power

Denon PMA355

Linn Kolector Pre

Linn LKBS Poser

Marantz PM4400

Marantz PM720

Musical Fidelity A3.2
Musical Fidelity A3.2 Pre
Musical Fidelity A3 2 Power
Musical Fidelity A308
Musical Fidelity Tri-Vista 300
Quad 99 Power

Roksan Kandy KA1 MKI
Roksan Caspian M

Rotel RA-01

Rotel RA-02

Rotel RA-1062

SPEAKERS

Acoustic Energy Aegis Evo Dne
Acoustic Energy Aegis Evo Thiee
Acoustic Energy AE1 MKIII (From)
B&W DM303

B&W DM601 S3

B&W DM602 S3

B&W 705

KEF Q1

KEF 04

KEF XQ1

Linn Katan

Linn Ninka

Mission m31

Mission 780SE £60 FREE CABLE*
Mission 7825E £120 FREE CABLE*
Monitor Audio Bronze B2

Monitor Audio Silver S1
Monitor Audio Silver S6
Monitor Audio Silver S8

Monitor Audio Gold Reference 10
Monitor Audio Gold Relerence 20

Quad 11

TURNTABLES

Goldring GR1 . £ CALL
Michell Gyro SE/RB300 £50 Towaros carTriose: £1049.95
Michell TecroDec £ CALL
Project Debut Phono SB . £ CALL
Project Oebut Il (Black) £ CALL
Project Debut il (Colours) . £ CALL
Project 1 Xpression FREE EXSTATIC CLEANER*  £209.95
Project RPM4 £ CALL
TUNERS

Arcam DIVA T61 £ CALL
Cyrus FM X . £ CALL
Denon TUZ60L MKIi .£99.95
Marantz ST4000 . . £ CALL
Pure Evoke 1 DAB .£89.95
Pure DRX-701ES DAB £ CALL
Pure DRX-702ES Analogue/DAB .£299.95
CD PLAYERS

Arcam DiVA CD73T £ CALL
Arcam DiIVA CD82T £ CALL
Arcam DiVA CDI3T £ CALL
Arcam FMJ CD33T £ CALL
Cyrus CD6 £ CALL
Cyrus CD8 £ CALL
Denon DCD485 £119.95
Linn Senki £ CaLL
Linn kemi £ CaLL
Marantz C05400 . £119.95
Marantz CD17/I M . 2 ClLL
Meridian 507 € SulL
Musical Fidelity A3.2 £ CALL
Musical Fidelity A308 " .. . CALL
Musical Fidelity Tri-Vista SACD £ CALL
Quad 99 CD-P : . £ CALL
Roksan Kandy KO MKIII € CALL
Roksan Caspian M £ CALL
Rotel RCD02 £ EALL
Rotel RCD1072 £ eaL
RECORDERS

Pioneer PDR609 CD-RW .£159.95
Sony KCOW3 CD-RW £169.95
Yamaha KX393 Cassette Deck .£99.95
Yamaha KX580SE Cassetie Deck £179.95
Yamaha COR-HD1300 CD-RW £499.95
AMPLIFIERS

Arcam DIVA A5 Plus £ CALL
Arcam DiVA AB0 £ GALL
Arcam DIVA A85 £ CALL
Arcam DIVA AS0 £ GALL
Arcam FMJ A32 € CaLL
Cyrus 6 £ cAlL

Quad 12

Quad 22

Ruark Epilogue Il
Wharfedale Pacilic

Denon 201 Ex Speakers

Denon DF101 Ex Speakers
Denon DM31 Ex Speaker

Linn Classik Music Ex Speakers
Onkyo CS210 Ex Speakers

Teac Legacy 600 Ex Speak

Teac Reference 300 Ex Speakers
Teac Reterence 500 Ex Speaker

DVD SYSTEMS

Denon ADV-M71 Ex Speakers
Denon ADV1000 Ex Speakers
Jamo DVR50/A305P00D

Jamo DVRS0/A355PD0D

Linn Classik Movie Ex Speakers
Linn Classik Movie D1 Ex Speake!
Onkyo DR-S2 2 Ex Speaker
Panasonic SC HT100(

Pioneer NS DV3I9

Teac Legacy 700/1.S-L800 Speakers

DVD PLAYERS

MAKE & MOOEL . ........... .REGION 2
Arcam DVA DV78 £ CALL
Arcam DiVA DVB8 Plus £ CALL
Arcam DIVA DVB9 ¢ CALL
Cyrus V08 £ CALL
Denon DVO-1400 Universal £ CALL
Denon DVD-2200 Universal £ CALL
Denon DVD-2900 Universal £ CALL
Denon DVD-AT £ CALL
Harman Kardon DVD21 € CALL
Harman Kardon 0V025 € CALL
Marantz V4300 £189.95
Pioneer DV360 £89.95
Pioneer DV464 £99.95
Pioneer DV565A Universal £179.95
Pioneer DVEG8AY Universal € CALL
Pioneer Dv868AvI Universal .£ CALL
Tag Mclaren DVD32FLR £ CALL

£ CALL
£ CALL
(Each) £ CALL
£189.95

£ CALL

£ CALL

£ CALL
£249.95

£ CALL

£ CALL

£ CALL

£ CALL

£ CALL

£ CALL

£ CALL

£ CALL

£ CALL

£ CALL
£ CALL

£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ cal
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£349.95
£899.95
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£699.95
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL

£499.95
£299.95
£179.95
£749.95

£ CALL
£199.95
£449.95
£569.95

£ CALL

£ CALL

£ CALL

£ CALL
.£1299.95
£ CALL

£ CALL

£ CALL

£ CALL
£849.95

MULTI REGION
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CAlL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL

£189.95
£109.95
£119.95
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL
£ CALL

Teac DV50 £ CALL € CALL Monitor Audio Bronze B4 £ CALL
Toshiha SD330E £79.95 £ CALL Monitor Audio Radi. £ CALL
Wharfedale DD M3 £69.95 £69.95 Ruark Viia 120 € CALL
Yamaha DVD S54 € CALL € CALL
SUBWOOFERS
DVD RECORDERS B K575 o
MAKE & MOOEL ................ .| REGION 2 MULTI REGION B&W ASW750 £ CALL
Panasonic OMR-E50 DVD-R . £269.95 £299.95 MJ Acoustics Pro 50 (Black) £ CALL
Panasonic D%/R-E60 DVD-R £ CALL £ CALL MJ Acoustics Pro 100 (Black) € CALL
Panasonic DAR-E 1 £ CALL € CALL My Acoustics Ref 100 (BlK) £60 FREE CABLE*  £349.95
Panasonic £ CALL £ CALL My Acoustics Ref 1 (Black) £ CALL
Philips [ £239.95  £239.95  REL (1508 MKI (Brittex Black) £100 FREE CABLE* £499.95
Philips O £ CALL £ CALL  RELQ201E ( Bnllex Black) £ CALL
Philips [ £ CALL ¢ CALL REL Q400E (B € CALL
Pioneer [ £ CALL £ CALL REL Quake ( ¢ CALL
Pioneer DVR5100HS £ CALL £ CALL REL Strata |l ¢ CALL
Sony RDR- GX3 Re rder £ CALL £ CALL € CALL
Sony RDR-G € CALL € CALL
Toshiba f rder £549.95 £ TBA PLAS MA
A/V AMPLIFIERS Fujitsu PAZHHAT0 42 £3199,95
Fujitsu PA2HHA30 42 £ CALL
RECEIVERS & PROCESSORS  *iachi i 220095
Hitachi 42PD3000E 42 £2999.95
Arcam AVR200 AN Recenver £ CALL  panasonic TH37PA20B 37 £ CALL
Arcam AV6/P7 AN Pre/Processor/Power .£ CALL Panasonic TH42PA20B 42° £ CALL
Cyrus AV8 AN Processor £CALL  Ppanasonic TH42PWEB 47 £2999.95
Denon AVC-ATSR ANV Amplifier £ CALL Philips 37PF3965 37 £ CALL
Denon A¢C AT15R A £ CALL  philips 42PF9965 42 £ CALL
Denon A\ £ CALL  pioneer PDP433HDE 43 £3489.95
Denon AVH £ CALL  pioneer PDP434HDE 43 £ CALL
Denon AV £ CALL  pioneer PDPS03HDE 50 £4989.95
Denon AVR3803 £ CALL  pioneer POPS04HDE 50 £ CALL
Harman Kardon Q"RZSSO AN Receiver € CALL Sony KE32TS2 32 £2599.95
Harman Kardon AVR5550 AV Recewver £ CALL Toshibha 42WP36P 42 £ CALL
Harman Kardon AVR8500 ANV Receiver £1499.95
Marantz SR4400 ANV Receiver £ CALL
Marantz SR5400 ANV Recerver £349.95 LCD TV
Onkyo TX SRS01E AN Recewver £ CALL LG RZ17L210 17 £549.95
Onkyo TX SR601E ANV Recewer £ CALL Panasonic TX15012 15 £ CALL
Onkyo TX NRIOOE ANV Recewer € CALL Panasonic TX15V1 15 £ CALL
Pioneer VSX-C301 ANV Recerer £ CALL Panasonic TX22L13 22 .€ CALL
Pioneer VSX-C501 AN Recerver € CALL Philips 17PF9945 1 £ CALL
Pioneer VSX-0812 ANV Receiver £319.95 Philips 23PF9945 23 .€ CALL
Pioneer VSX-AX31 AV Recewver .£649.95 Philips 30PF9975 30 £1999.95
Pioneer VSX-AX51 AN Receiver .£949.95 Relisys RLT1720 17 £ CALL
Pioneer VSA-AX101 AN Amplifier .£2199.95 Sharp Aquos LC-13B4E 13 .£ CALL
Rotel RSX1065 AN Receiver £ CALL Sharp Aquos LC-1351E 13 .£329.95
Rotel RSP1066 RMB1075 AN Pre/Powe € CALL Sharp Aquos L C-15B4E 15 £ CALL
TAG McLaren AV30R ANV Processor £ CALL Sharp Aquos LC-15E1E 15 £ CALL
TAG Mclaren AV192R ANV Processor (From) € CALL Sharp Aquos LC-20B4E 20 £ CALL
Yamaha DSP-AX640SE ANV Amplifie £ CALL Sharp Aquos LC-20E1E 20 £ CALL
Yamaha DSP-79 ANV Amplifier £ CALL Sharp Aquos LC-22SV2E 22 .£1099.95
Yamaha RX-V440RDS AN Recelver ¢ CALL Sharp Aquos LC-30HVAE 3 £ CALL
Yamaha RX-V640RDS AN Recerver £ CALL Sharp Aquos LC 37HVAE 37 £3699.95
Yamaha RX-V1400RDS AN Receiver £ CALL Toshiba 2oWL36P 26 £ CALL
Toshiba 32WL36P 32 £ CALL
AN SPEAKER PACKAGES
Acoustic Energy Acqo P5 £399.95
Acoustic Energy Evo 38 .£699.95 NEC HT1000 OLP £ CALL
B&W VM1/AST .£ CALL Sanyo PLV-21 LCD .£999.95
Energy Take 5.1 £ CALL Sanye PLV-22 LCD £ CALL
Energy Encore € CALL Screenplay SPABOO OLP £ CALL
Jamo D7 THX Ultra 2 (from} € CALL Screenplay SP570( £ CALL
KEF KHT1005 € CALL Sharp XV- Z91E D’ £1799.95
KEF #HT20 € CALL Sharp Xv 7200 DLP .£3499.95
KEF KHT5005 £ CALL Sharp Xv-210000 OLP .£5999.95
KEF ()7 AV £300 FREE CABLE® £2199.95 Sim 2 Do OLP £3599.95
M&K K5 £250 FREE CABLE* £1699.95 Sim 2 HT300 Xtra OLP £7499.95
ME&K K- € CALL ThemeScene H30 Cinema DL P £ CALL
M&K Xeron € CALL ThemeScene H56 Cinema .£2399.95
MEK 8 .£ CALL Yamaha LPX-500 LCD £ CALL
Mission | £399.95 Yamaha DPX-1000 OLP € CALL

CALL

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL STORE OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR
OUR UP-TO-DATE PRICES

£ PRICING POLICY

SEVENOAKS SOUND & VISION OPERATES A PRICING POLICY
SEE OPPOSITE PAGE FOR DETAILS

Please Note: Some products may not be available at all stores.

Please call before travelling.

*Cable Offer - From range available in-store. Not in conjunction with any other offer.
Advertisement valid until at leas! 11/02/04, E&OE.
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SEVENOAKS STORES NATIONWIDE

GZIN 34} ulyum

apimuonen

BROMLEY 394 EAST STREET
* 020 8290 1938

CHELSEA 403KINGS ROAD
* 020 7352 9466

CROYDON 369-373 LONDON ROAD
* 020 8665 1203 oren sunoay

EPSOM 12 UPFER HIGH STREET
* 01372 720720 oren sunoay

HOLBORN 144-1:8 GRAYS INN ROAD
* 020 7837 7540

KINGSTON 42 Fire ROAD
* 020 8547 0717 oren sunoay

BEDFORD 2c-3¢ 5T PETERS STREET
01234 272779

BRIGHTON 57 WESTERN ROAD, HOVE
01273 733338

BIRMINGHAM 28cH 12, LIVERY STREET
0121 233 2977

BRISTOL 928 WHITELADIES ROAD, CLFTON
0117 974 3727

CAMBRIDGE 17 BURLEIGH STREET
01223 304770

CARDIFF 104-106 ALBANY ROAD
029 2047 2899

CHELTENHAM -4 PITTVILLE STREET
01242 241171

CRAWLEY 32 THE BOULEVARD
01293 510777

EDINBURGH 5 THE GRASSMARKET
0131 229 7267

EXETER 28 cOWICK STREET
01392 218895

GLASGOW B8 GREAT WESTERN ROAD
0141 332 9655

GUILDFORD 733 NORTH STREET
01483 536666

HULL 1 SAVILE Rew, SAVILE STREET
01482 587171

IPSWICH 12-14 DOGS HEAD STREET
01473 286977

LEEDS 62 NORTH STREET
0113 245 2775 oren sunoay

LEICESTER 10 1.0SEBY LANE
0116 253 6567

LINCOLN 20-22 CORPORATION STREET
01522 527397 (0FF HIGH STREET)

LIVERPOOL 15 LORD STREET
0151 707 8417

MAIDSTONE 396 WEEK STREET
01622 686366

SOUTHGATE 79-81 CHASE SiDE
* 020 8B86 2777 Gren sunoAY

STAINES 4 “Hawies STREeET NEW
* 01784 460777 open sunoay

SWISS COTTAGE 21 NoRTHWAYS PDE, FINCHLEY RD
* 020 7722 Q777 oren sunpaY

WATFORD 478 T ALBANS FOAD
* 01923 213533 open sunoay

WEYBRIDGE 43 CHURCH STREET, THE QUADRANT
* 01932 828525 NEW

MANCHESTER 69 HIGH ST, CITY CENTRE
0161 831 7969

NEWCASTLE 19 NEWEATE STREET
0191 221 2320

NORWICH 29-29A ST GILES STREET
01603 767605

NOTTINGHAM 597-59 MANSFIELD ROAD
0115911 2121

OXFORD 41 ST CLEMENTS STREET
01865 241773

PETERBOROUGH 3638 PARK ROAD
01733 897697 aren sunoay

PLYMOUTH 167 CORNWALL STREET
01752 226011

POOLE 1A"IMER HOUSE, 44-26 HIGH STREET
01202 671677

PRESTON 40-41 LUNE STREET
01772 825777 open sunoay

READING 3-4 KINGS WALK SHOPPING CENTRE
0118 959 7768

SEVENDAKS 109-11: LONDON ROAD
01732 459555

SHEFFIELD 65 QUEENS ROAD, HEELEY
0114 255 5861 open sunoay

SOLIHULL 149-151 STRATFORD ROAB
0121 733 3727

SOUTHAMPTON 33 LONDON ROAD
023 8033 7770

SWANSEA 24 MANSEL STREET
01792 465777 oren sunoay

SWINDON 8- COMMERCIAL ROAD
01793 610992

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 28-30 ST JOHNS ROAD
01892 531543

WITHAM (ESSEX) + THE GROVE CENTRE
01376 501733

WOLVERHAMPTON 29-30 CLEVELAND STREET
01902 312225 opex sunoay

OPENING HOURS: PLEASE TELEPHONE OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE
E-MAIL: [insert store name]@sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk

WHO ARE SEVENOAKS?
Founded in 1972, Sevenoaks Sound &
Vision is one of the largest and most
successful hi-fi and home cinema retailers
in the cauntry.

Each Sevenoaks Sound & Vision store
stocks a wide range of quality products,
coverng all categories of speciaist home
entertainment, from Hi-Fi separates and
systems to DVD players, widescreen
plasma televisions and projection systems,
all at highly competitive prices.

Friendly staff are available irr all stores to
advise, demonstrate and guice you through
the home entertairment jungle.

NEW STORES

We are pleased to announce both the new
stores in Staines and Weybridge are now
open. For more information visit our website.

Sevenaaks Sound & Visian's Custom
Installation Service enadles the integration
of a home cinema or hi-fi syster into your
home as neatly and seamlessly as
possible. All electronics can be hidden
away, speakers discreetly mounted either
in the wall o- ceiling and he complete
system operated via remote cantrol.

Our installation experts are fully trained to
the highest standards in all areas and
provide a prompt. refadle and professional
service. Whether you're looking for a multi-
room system, a dedicated home cinema
installation with a retractable screen and
built-in speakers or an integrated control or
lighting system, Sevenoaks Saund & Vision
has a diverse range of products available to
cater for all your requirements

SEVENOAKS WEBSITE

The Sevenoaks Sound & Vision website
has news and information on tne
Sevenoaks group and its stores.

There are reguiarly updated special
offer and stock clearance lists with
hundreds of products availabie and
detailed pages to help you locate your
nearest store. 7o find out more, click on
www.sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk

DEMONSTRATION
FACILITIES

Our comfortable cemonstration rooms are
among the finest in the country, many
comp ying with full THX specificatians.

STOCK CLEARANCE

With 49 stores nationwide, the Sevenoaks
Sound & Vision group stock and display a
wide range of products. As models and
product ranges are changed or
supersedec, the preceding medels are
made availeble at a recuced pnce, for
clearance. Visit our Website for an up-to-
date list of the clearance stock.

PRICING POLICY

Whilst we do not claim always to be the
cheapest, we try to ensure our prices are
highly competitive. Take inta account the
expert advice, Jnrivalled product selection,
demonstraton facilities and excellent pre.
during ard after sales service anel the lower
price might not look such-good value.

In the event you can find the same oroducts
and excellent service at a lower price,
please bring it to our store managers’
attention. We will always endeavour to offer
you the bes! deal.

www.sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk
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Pioneer is surely Japan's most respected ‘small’ hi-fi brand. Although dramatically larger
than British specialist makers, it's a veritable minnow compared to the likes of Matsushita
and Sony. And when you're small, you've got to he ahead, which is why Pioneer has histor-
ically been first to market with new technologies from LaserDisc to DVD. With its I-Link
direct digital connection, its new VSX-AXSi-s multichannel receiver is no exception, says Noel

Keywood...

ome Theatre is not really

complicated” Pioneer

tells us in the handbook

for this surround-sound

receiver. it brought a wry

smile to my face.The
VSX-AX5i-s is one of today’s more
complex beasties, designed to get the
most from DVD-A, SACD and of
course, movies. Unlike most other
receivers it accepts direct digital link-
ing of the both DVD-A and SACD
direct from a Pioneer I-link equipped
player, and also has a natty and enter-
taining auto set-up mode to bring a
smile to any technophile’s face. At
the end of the day, whilst there’s lot
in this machine, a fair bit is aimed at
making set up and use reasonably
easy. Complicated it certainly is, but
whilst initially a bit daunting the com-
plexity does have its uses.

With 120watts per channel
minimum — more into most modern
loudspeakers — the Pioneer is a
ground shaker, because the rear
panel carries outputs for no fewer
than seven loudspeakers, putting
more than 1000watts on tap! In
practice little of this potential will
likely be used in most homes, but it’s
there if you want it. Why seven
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loudspeakers! In what is termed 7.1
surround-sound the usual 5.1
arrangement of three front
loudspeakers and two at rear, known
as Surround speakers, are supple-
mented by two extra Back speakers
(left and right). Typically the Surround
speakers move to either end of the
settee in this arrangement, whilst the
Back speakers go directly behind.
Programme to the Back speakers is
synthesised from movie 5.1 surround
sound, Dolby or DTS, because
discrete 7.1 recordings aren’t
commercially available. The question
arises: what happens to a discrete 6.1
recording from Dolby Digital EX or
DTS ES! The single rear channel here
is represented by both Back
loudspeakers. The high resolution
signals of DVD-Audio and SACD are
not synthesised either, only the low
res., presumably to maintain fidelity.
Putting no fewer than four
loudspeakers behind the listening
position is perhaps a little excessive,
but in the Home Theatre specs race
7.1 looks better than 6.1.1 find 6.1 -
which uses just one rear loudspeaker
— gives dramatic results with a band
like Insane Clown Posse and is well
worth the effort. But loudspeakers

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk

are like children: once you've got six
a seventh is little extra effort, so they
say in County Cork...

Needless to say the AX5,as I'll
call it, is a weighty beast, but it’s
nicely finished. A door covers a lot of
minor controls, leaving the volume
control, input selector and a small
array of buttons exposed. Pioneer
cannot disguise its bulk, but then all
AJV receivers are monsters. In the
centre sits a large, pale blue dot
matrix display that lets you know
what’s going on providing — as always
- you understand the acronyms and
symbols.

Pioneer has tried to push this
machine ahead of the pack by
equipping it with some advanced
technology. It has a digital link to
Pioneer’s own players that carries
high resolution audio from DVD-A
and SACD, as well as Dolby Digital,
DTS and standard PCM from CD.
This eliminates the six analogue
signal leads that usually connect
player to receiver. It also allows full
digital processing in the receiver to
provide loudspeaker distance
compensation (time delay). I've found
in listening tests that with classical
music in particular, where there is a



coherent sound field, the high res.
version track on DVD-A is less
believable spatially than the lower
res. Dolby Digital version with time
delay processing, so much so that at
times | have decided | prefer the
lateer.

It isn't usually so obvious with
Rock, where instruments have their
own individual presence, often
because they have been recorded
that way, but the lovely sense of
atmosphere often intrinsic with
classical recordings is compromised
by lack of time alignment and digital
linking overcomes this drawback.
Pioneer point out that the link is
jitter free, which translates into a

JemaP et r—
——
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Pioneer .

cleaner, tighter sound. However, in
use | reckon the greatest benefit to
most folk is one of simplifying set up
and use. | connected up a Pioneer
DV-868Avi DVD/SACD player with
just one FireWire link, carrying a
small four-pin connectors either end.
No other cables are needed for
audio! Of course, you still need to
connect up a TV to view the

1

' PIONEERING SPIRIT

wonderfully. Modern CDs often give
almost discrete rear information, as
do many television programmes that
are almost certainly matrix encoded.
The AVS receiver plays stereo via
Dolby ProlLogic Il by default so CDs
play in surround-sound. Better still,
the link into the receiver needs to be
digital, to avoid D/A conversion out
of the player and A/D conversion in
the receiver (all surround sound
receivers convert their analogue
input to digital). This is what you get
by default with I-link between player
and receiver and the big Pioneer did
a good job here. It comes prepared
for this arrangement and it gives
great resuits from CD played on a
DVD player. An additional high quality
CD player really isn't necessary in a
system like this.

The AV5 isn't new though and

already

f:f‘:‘;‘fl':ggy TURN ON, TUNE IN, DROP OUT

on. Dolby One of the greatest flourishes of this mon-
have ster of technology is an auto-tune system
released that removes the l.leed for manual adjust-
Pro Logic ment. | was sceptical about this; measure-
IIX but the ment showed it gave accurate results — sort
Pioneer of. A small microphene that's supplied is
uses its placed in the listening position and connect-
. ed to the receiver. It sends a series of test

signals through each loudspeaker in turn to
adjust sensitivity, time delay (loudspeaker
distance compensation) and — most surpris-

Since the 1950s, mest Japanese household brand
names have seen astonishing growth, and with an
annual global turnover today of around $6bn,
Pioneer is no exception. It employs around 50,000
people in factories all over the globe. Yet the com-
pany has never been involved in TVs, VCRs, cam-
corders, computers, shipbuilding, motorbikes, air
conditioning units or rice coockers — it is an audio
specialist through and through - and about as close
as a Nipponese CE company comes to a niche
manufacturer. indeed, with a huge R&D spend and
leading edge skills, you could almaost think of it as
the Japanese equivalent to Lotus Cars.

receiver’s setup menu and route proprietary

video, through the usual on-board $- system for
Video and Composite connectors. If deriving a
your TV has Scart you will need a signal from
Scart to S-video cable or adaptor. stereo to
Running CD through Dolby feed the
ProLogic It is, surprisingly perhaps, two back
one of the hidden and little discussed  speakers in
strengths of a home cinema system what is a
like this. Because stereo microphones 7.1 system,

ingly - loudspeaker frequency response. This
is a coarse equalisation system in the fre-
quency domain but quite fine in amplitude,
providing up to 6dB of adjustment in 0.5dB
steps. The tune process is fast and the
bursts of noise and peeps from the time align
signals will bemuse anyone setting up the
AV5. If you don't like the results or just want
to it yourself the whole process can be car-
ried out manually for each loudspeaker and
the resulits stored in one of two memories.
Measurement showed distances were accu-
rate, but in my setup the system raised
Centre speaker sensitivity 3dB and then used
EQ to reduce band level by 3dB. It was get-
ting into a knicker twist here, and some of
the EQ settings looked a bit severe.
Measurement showed they were in the right
direction, but listening suggested the sound
was coloured from individual loudspeakers. |
cancelled all the auto-settings and used
manual adjustment in the end.

actually take in ambient data
(difference signals). within stereo lies
surround-sound, believe it or not. It
isn't a perfectly accurate represen-
tation of a real life sound field, but
the processing Dolby ProLogic uses
to extract this data is sufficiently
powerful to give impressive results.
Quite a few of my older CDs with
complex mixes are unravelled by
ProLogic, clarifying vocals

www hi-fiworld.co.uk

providing it is set to SB (Surround
Back on).The usual Panorama,
Dimension and Centre Width
adjustments are available with
ProLogic. With discrete 5.1 surround
sound the Back signals are still
synthesised, but with 6.1 both Rears
carry the sixth discrete rear channel.

Since this is receiver it also has a
VHF/FM tuner (with RDS) and even
a Medium Wave section. The VHF
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Walrus Systems 11 New Quebec St, London W1

tel: 020 7724 7224 fax: 020 7724 4347 email: mail@walrus.co.uk web: www.walrus.co.uk

We're quite sad to notice We are your

that a lot of our fellow retailers seem to have forsaken the ways of true el
two channel high fidelity and been seduced down the path of multi-
channel surround sound systems. Sure, the films might be good, but
the sonic merits of these digitally-processed many-speakered marvels
can be summarised on the back of a postage stamp (not that we'll be
seeing those for much longer the way things are going).
Meanwhile, truly decent sounding audiophile gear is blossoming,
especially in the current climate of revival of the Vinyl LP.
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Duevel speakers are winning more
and more friends as customers
realise how brilliant these difficult to
ignore speakers are!

From our old friends, EAR, comes the
beautiful 864 MM/MC phono preamp

X
i

The Klimo Beltaine monoblocks, from
Germany, with outboard power supplies are
The UK's very own Papworth, with their Stax, legendary headphone about as purist audiophile as it gets!

bargain Class-A valve integrated. manufacturers, present their
valve driven Omega
electrostatic 'phones

The Shanling CD player is a superb
example of the quality coming out of
China nowadays.

e 9
Angother Chinese line, Consonance
looks set to sweep aside better known
brands beth in styling and sound.

Benefits of dealing with Walrus
(apart from the very best
- sounding gear) -
The Heart modified Marantz CD with tube We don't believe in "hard sell",
output stage is a genuine bargain. you decide in your own time.
|In-house service on many items,
sometimes while you wait.
We understand audiophile
equipment, especially vinyl
playing and valve amps inside
out, and have many years
experience to draw on.
Big accessory range. |

° Aha! Bit misleading this one - The
Sonneteer Byron CD - fabulous sound,

and not a tube in sight!

From Serbia, the Korato line of valve amps interest Free Credit on many
are iqcredible value for money. Audiophile lines, subject to approval. The famous Musical Fidelity X-CAN
quality at pocket money prices (almost!). | And so on, and on .. valve headphone amp, now in v3 form. ...Turntable
Walrus has never, ever, dreamt of being seduced by all this multi-channel Specialist!
i H Do you ever get the nagging
. nonsense, we prefer to leave that' tq others. Of course we' like a good film as foaling that our adverts arert
o catlt bear the houghtofa - much as anyone, but we love realistically reproduced music much more. And entirely serious?
ittle leftover space in our ads. . . . . Heaven forbid! Us, not
Every lasttny comer has obe A the ultimate, most engaging reproduction usually comes from vinyl sources serious? You cannot be
il ight ith | ags .. 3
in!l,ﬁna"'i‘:’,n ,‘;f’,,ﬁ,_(i,,‘,’;zl.’,u, amplified by a decent valve amp, this is what we unashamedly do. An ever  sofous b Meemoe) e are
investment in this costly increasing number of satisfied customers thankfully agree and tell us we are Serious about our shop, our
medium. So we fill it up, further . . . . products, our wine, and above
and further, till almost all the cutting edge in audio reproduction. Funny old world, eh? all, our customers!

white is gone.

air tangent amazon amphion amplifon apollo furniture argento audible illusions audio physic audiovalve
breuer dynamic brinkmann cabasse cartridge man cawsey chord electronics clearaudio clearcover decca
london dnm duevel dynavector ear yoshino ecosse es lab final lab graham slee hadcock heart incognito
infinity jbl k2 klimo korato lavardin loricraft lyra michell engineering morch musical fidelity neat acoustics
nordost nottingham analogue opus 3 origin live ortofon papworth pluto rega turntables ringmat roksan
shun mook shanling shelter sme sonneteer spendor stax sugden sumiko tci cables tivoli audio tom
evans townshend audio transfiguration trichord trigon van den hul voodoo wireworld xlo




section measured well and gives a
forward sound with plenty of
projection. There are tone controls
and loudspeaker impedance setting
(6ohm or 8ohm). Finally, Pioneer
includes a phono stage so you can
even matrix decode old 1978
quadraphonic CBS SQ and Sansui QS
discs using ProLogic — although it's
nowhere near the quality of a decent
offboard item such as Musical
Fidelity’s XLPSv3.The phono section
is MM only and like all analogue
inputs it feeds into an A/D convertor
for processing purposes unless a
Direct function is switched in. In

SPECIFICATIONS:
POWER: 7x100W (claimed — see measured performance)

beautifully cohesive sense of
atmosphere pervaded this track,
putting instruments into a plausible
environment within which | was
immersed. It was subtle yet
enjoyable, and quite different from
the norm. The Pioneer system
springs some gentle surprises like
this; it has been finely worked in
many areas and springs some
fascinating surprises. Used to others
of the breed | always expected it to
sound more incisive. Instead it
consistently made itself less intrusive,
pushing out performances graced
with smoothness, delicacy, fine

DECODERS: Dolby Prologic Il, Dotby Digital EX 6.1, DTS ES 6.1, THX

SIZE: 42x18.8x464mm

WEIGHT: 18.3kg

conjunction with digital linking,
Pioneer’s auto-tune system [see box]
makes for a highly tuned surround-
sound system able to cope with all
the latest DVDs — video and audio,
and SACDs, providing you use a
Pioneer I-link DVD player of course.
It also plays CD well and can even
replay my video DVD-RWs shot with
a Panasonic NV-GS70, which lays
down a stereo |6/48 soundtrack.

SOUND QUALITY

Digital linking brought a smooth but
easy clarity to performances from
the DV868Avi player.The Pioneer

detailing and superb timing. Toy
Matinee’s ‘Things She Said" was again
less hard etched than I’'m used to but
delightfully clear and engaging, with
vocals and effects springing at me
from all round. This receiver’s
resolution separates out the various
parts of a mix and delivers them with
unmuddled freedom.

VERDICT

Not complicated eh! This receiver is
massively complicated but | have to

admit that once you've got it up and
running it’s easy to use. And the way
it delivers CD,

THE EDITOR SAYS:

Last month we found Pioneer’s
£800 DV868Avi to be one of the
very best DVD-universat players in
the sub £1,000 class - just losing
on points against Denon's (£500)
DV-2200 simply because the latter
was cheaper. However, there was a
proviso — the Pioneer had I-Link,
and if this was important to you,
we said, it takes the lead. The new
VSX-AX5i-s shows why. Plug one
into the other and the first thing you
notice is that you don’t have
Spaghetti Junction in your listening
room. Then you get to play with all
the clever DSP stuff without losing
a smidgeon of sound quality. Then
you realise how much better it
sounds. A-Bing this combo without
and then with the direct digital link
is like night and day. The analogue
connection sounds woolly, impre-
cise, a touch course, loose, untidy,
whereas switch to digital and alf of
a sudden it's tight, focussed, articu-
late and engaging — showing the
AX5's internal convertors to be a
whole class above the already
respectable ones in the 868. if
you're thinking of buying either of
these, then it makes total sense to
buy both — they're excellent on their
lonesome ownsome, but together
they're greater even than the sum
of the parts.

VERDICT 0000 ®

Superbly specified bit of kit with a
welter of facilities, oodles of power and
fine sound - and via I-link it positively
flies.

PIONEER VSX-AX5I-S £1,199 |
Pioneer GB

@©+44 (0)1753 789789
www.pioneer.co.uk

|

sounds smooth and even a little lush SACD and
at times, yet devoid of grain and DVD-A in full ME SURED PERFORMANCE
background coarseness - that gentle  surround- Like rivals, this big receiver is powerful,  Power 120watts

sound with no
button

haze that can cloud a performance
when conventionally connected. Barb
Jungr’s vocals were almost creamy
smooth, but percussion finely

producing 120watts into 8ohms and
210watts into dohms, so it wilt go very
loud. The normal stereo inputs (line, CD,
etc) run through an A/D with a

CD/tuner/aux.
Frequency response
Separation

12Hz-22kHz
98dB

pressing from
just one digital

detailed and very precisely etched link, is a real brickwal‘l f_ilter f"t 22kHz, as “'s“al' to N.oise . -106dB
with Steve Miller's The Joker on delight. It's big, el_lahle‘dlgltal signal processing. The Dlsto.rt‘nqn 0.007%
SACD. Here was easy listening it's expensive Direct |f|puts.run from 6Hz2-70kHz (- Sensitivity 470mV
. i A a 1dB). Distortion levels were low, our dc offset 14/16mV
imbued with a deep sense of clarity and its analysis shows, even at high
and precision. SSUIE LRI frequencies, suggesting a sound free SACD
It was the Insane Clown Posse’s EILADYCEV IR from edginess. Frequency response 20Hz-30kHz
‘Get Ya Wicked On’ that showed just s delivers a Using I-link the onboard D/As DVD-A
how this receiver resolves things. | beautifully handling DVD-A gave a frequency Frequency response 5Hz-70kHz
normally listen to the dramatic 6.1 wrought response that reached 70kHz (-1dB)
DTS ES mix but the 5.1 DVD Audio performance with 192kHz sampled data and a lower Tuner
mix through this set up was from DVD-A, 39KH2 vyith SACD. I-Link showed Frequency response 8Hz-16kHz
incredibly smooth but vividly clear, SACD and d!fflcumes with low frgquency SACD S!ereo.separatlon 48dB
—_— ] ) ! signals from the test disc, hence the Distortion (50% mod.) 0.22%
with pile driving dynamics. The CD too.t’s i ;
20Hz lower limit. Hiss (CCIR) -72dB
sudden tempo changes were heart the best of The VHF tuner measured well in
stopping and the stabbing, sneering the breed at all important areas, as expected. A oy
lyrics (don’t take them seriously; the the moment, small peak of +0.7dB at 8kHz will i
Insane Clown Posse claim to be the one to give just a little presence to the 6
Christians!) had more menace than a  beat when it sound. i
room full of Johhny Rottens. This was  comes to The Pioneer receiver measured i
real performance, which is what this  getting real well in every respect, although -F
band are about. fidelity from SACP doesn't have to bandwidth -4
That the loudspeakers were today’s high possible from a good SACD player. ::
correctly timed was apparent with resolution i 10
B.B. King’s ‘Help The Poor’;a discs.
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VIVA LAS VEGAS

Early January in Las Vegas saw the 2004 International Consumer Electronics Show. Spanning
1.38 million net square feet, it brought together over 129,000 of the world's IT profes-
sionals, over 2,400 exhibiting companies and 18,000 international travellers from 110
countries - and Hi-Fi Wor/d’s intrepid ed David Price was one of them. Here’s what he saw:

Esoteric isn't a widely known name in the UK,
but in cash-rich Las Vegas, TEAC's ultra-high end
brand looked well at home. There’s a sizeable
band of Japanese audiophiles who reckon this
company makes the very best digital transports
money can buy, with its seminal PO being a future
classic. At CES, the U-X1 Universa! Player and G-
0Os Master Clock Generator were wowing
digiphiles — fingers crossed

that one

Think of this as ‘the Italian Cyrus’, Audio Analogy
UK PR guy Simon Pope (who he?) told me... and
can see what the old devil means. Superb build, rigi
cabinetry and audiophile componentry in half-widt
boxes — what a great idea. Being America of course
Primo system was rather overlooked, but | can see
going down a storm next month at the more spatia
disadvantaged Bristol Show...

day, TEAC UK will see its
way to bringing them our
way.

Mcintosh is one of the US’s most widely respected
brands — for several decades, it has been making its
own very distinctive tube, and latterly transistor,
amplifiers. Famously, it winds its own output
transformers — which it even uses in its solid-state
power amplifiers. The result is an extremely
clean, sweet and stable sound from
both tube (such as the

MC2102) and

transistor (like

the MC602) After months of heady antici-
amplifiers. Many pation, it’s official - ELAC
US high end has a new 600 range, with

audio supremos,
such as Monster
Cable’s CEO Noel
Lee, swear by them.

some component and
cabinet tweaks, plus a light
reworking of the superb JET
tweeter, making for an even
more impressive sound. The
603 shown here looks a peach, and should give the British
something to worry about when it arrives in Blighty in a
couple of months time...

April Audio is a small Seoul-based
specialist manufacturer with a range
of slightly offbeat but inspired
products. At around $5,000 per piece,
the Eximus series offers Japanese
flagship levels of build and finish at
under half the price, while the Stello
range is superb sounding, cleverly conceived and affordable even for UK
audiophiles. My ‘product of the show’ was the DP200 DAC preamplifier
(shown) — a modular design with headphone amp, DAC, phono stage and
A-D convertor onboard. Watch out for a full review soon.

38 T WORLD & CORMPUTER AUDIO MARCH 2004 i, hi-fiveorld.co .ok




feature

Celebrating its twenty fifth
anniversary, this US
company single-handedly
put irterccnnects cn the
global audio map. Now
it's branching out into
electronics and car
kit. A new range of
power amplifiers,
power
conditioners ard
line-array
loudspeakers
look set for success, while
Lamborghini owners — and any other
motorheads - now have option of rewiring
their autos with Monster cables — which is bound to add weight,
but hey, you «can always leave your spare at home, can't you?

Big isn't just
beautiful ir: the
United States of
Armerica, its
practically
compulsory. The
result is a wealth
of ‘dimensionally

audacious’
products for the
surprise and delight of CES show
goers_Krell is one of the US’s most famous
names, and it was here with a vengeance with some tasty but
tragically unaffordable stuff Bryston’s SST is a mouth-watering five channel
power amp that makes a Humvee lcok flimsily puilt. Then there’s DynAudio
Confidence C4 — not quite small enough for ycur average UK l'ving room —and
Legacy Audio’s Helix, with a madcap price rag of $22,000 per pair. Mzanwhile,
you'd meed twenty times that much to afford: a house big enough to house this
Ultra horn loudspeaker-. ..

Despite all the fuss about MP3, mini iPods, Hi-MD, HDM|, plasma screens, and
wireless networking going on in: the more densely populated parts of the show,
tubes (or ‘toobs’ as the Yanks are wont to say) were still much in evidence. This
Antique Sound Lab Hurricane integrated was a stuaning
bit of kit,as was the Fasgate multichannel tube
preamplifier and processor (yes, really!) — and the {ahem) esoterically
entitled Yon Gaylord power amp, complete with liquid cooling...
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Ever-prolific Clearaudio was
showing its latest wares, including
a new composite base for its
existing decks, and the rather
spiffing Matrix record
cleaning machine. As you'd
expect from this
German high end
brand, it was a sea of
lavish Perspex and
aluminjum. | couldn’t help but muse on how
unusual it is to see a disc washing device that’s about ten times
prettier than your average $5,000 turntable... Just a shame about the $3,000 price tag.

The Wharfedale boys haven't been sitting on
their hands of late — no sooner had they
launched the rather impressive Opus 3 at the
Heathrow show in November than out comes
the Diamond 9.1. Selling for £180 per pair,
they’re not direct replacements for the 8.1, but
still offer superb value with their die cast drive
units, carbon fibre cones and sculpted cabinetry
— even the finishes are great. Look out for them
in the UK in late April.

With so many people and such vast size, this
show even had its own TV station!

Arcam was one of several British
exhibitors showing tasty new wares,
not least of which was the Pl
monoblock power amp (selling for
around £1,000 apiece) — using similar
circuit topology to the P7 but with
beefier bits inside, it should be a
cracker. Also, the new AVR300 AV
receiver promises excellent sound per
pound for thoseseeking hi-fi and home
theatre in one box.

Glamour professional
- being Vegas, there
was no small number
of attractions...

Now Hear This debuted a new range of unusual yet
interesting loudspeakers at CES, which look set to impress fans
of the marque and newcomers alike. And the company got an
additional fillip when it entered CES 2004’s ‘Battle of the Bands’
— and won! Almost everyone in the company is a very useful
musician — even more so than the Gibson guitar company, who
the NHT boys beat to walk away with the silver...
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PR svengali Andy Giles and the
legendary kotel pool into which
— he says — Linn’s Ivor
Tiefenbrun pushed Naim’s
Julian Vereker

Today Santana,
tomorrow Celine
Dion — big name
gigs are all part
of the scene

Slot machines — like there
ism’t enough temptation in Las Vegas
already...

Clockwise from top: Hi-fi was a major attraction of CES, but take a
walk down Las Vegas Boulevard South and the talk on the streets was
MEANWHILE... of "the gadget show", where plasma screens reigned supreme.

The first couple of days
at CES were abuzz at
wnat had happened just
down the road in San
Francisco at the
MacWorld Expo, where
Apple today had just
introduced the iPod
mini, the smallest
portable music player
ever to hold up to 1,000
CD-quality songs.
Encased in an ultra-
portabie, lightweight
anodised aluminium body
(in a choice of gold, pink,
blue or green), it boasts

the same award-winning

user interface as the
original iPod and works
effortlessly with Apple's And finally, the Ed gets away from it all in Red Rock Canyon, en route to a
iTunes Music Store. Said to be smaller than most mobile phones, famous local "historic” ranch house — which turned out to be built in 1948.
it weighs only 3.6 ounces and includes FireWire and USB 2.0 Doh!
conrectors. iPod mini for Mac and Windows will be available in ‘
the US in February for a suggested retail price of $249 — UK |
prices are to be confirmed. Click on for details.
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Letter of the Month

COPY CAT CONTROVERS)

I want to warn all CD buyers reading
your great magazine, before you buy any
CD branded with a ‘Copy Controlled’
system, try to play it in your CD player.

The other day | bought the BRM.C
album, Take them on your own’,
released by VirginlEMI and branded
"Copy Controlled", and it doesn’t play
properly in my Sony D-EJ725 CD
Walkman.The CD skips after nine
seconds played, on every song on the
CD - very annoying! I've tried to get the
CD replaced, but the store clerk refuses
to replace it due to the explanation that
it plays fine in their CD player! They
even tried to persuade me that my CD
player was broken! Yeah sure, but how
come it plays the 1,000-plus other CDs
in my collection? VirginlEMI and other
record companies are trying to sell us
some silver discs which look like CDs
and are supposed to play in CD players,
but they are not CDs.

Although | have been living abroad
for the last seven years, | am Serbian,
and saw piracy flourishing in Yugoslavia
between 1997 and 2002, but |
restrained myself from buying pirate
CDs due to their low quality. | was even
trying to explain to my fellow Serbians
that it was wrong to copy and sell CDs.
But major record companies are now
pushing us towards piracy. | thought they
are supposed to attract more customers;
obviously I'm wrong. Pity - imagine how
many artists and performers will be
denied their income due to their record
companies’ experimentation with copy
protection systems, thus offending us
long-time album buyers and their best
customers. So maybe I'll have to take
the plunge myself (and buy a good
turntable/arm/cartridge, phono pre-amp,
Apogee AD converters, Pentium IV PC,
CD burner, loads of vinyl records and
blank CD-Rs)? Then I'll definitely become
the most popular cat in town! At least
the artists and performers will get some
income from the vinyl | purchase. If this
is the way, then okay, I'll even learn how
to do the re-mastering in Wavelab or
CoolEdit Pro!

Igor Gligorov
Cyprus

Igor — | applaud the accuracy of your
summary of the situation, and
commend your reluctance to go to
the pirates — | wish more consumers
would see sense and do the same, if
only on the quality grounds you
describe. There’s no doubt that what
you have there is not a CD, and you
have every right to be justifiably
aggrieved. There are even some in
the record industry who view such
attempts to restrict our ‘fair use’ of
the music we have purchased as
pointless, as they give every attempt
to develop a new hoop for us to
jump through to their teenage kids
for testing, and find the new
measure cracked within 15 minutes.
If the industry gets its way, this
phase should not last long, as we are
‘encouraged’ towards SACD use,
which has the perceived benefit to
them of a thus-far uncracked
encryption system. However, it
cannot be long until the hybrid CD
layers of these discs start bearing
the same weak protection measures,
thus continuing to annoy
Walkman/car/iPod users.There are a
few strategies you can employ:

[!] Find the place on the web where
similarly annoyed fans of the band
will have ganged together and
whinged, (cf. Massive Attack), and
hopefully you will glean an EMI
address to which you can send your
12cm slice of polycarbonate scrap

Letrer of the month wins a pair of cious
Metals interconnects and one years
subscription to Hi-Fi World. y

and get a real CD back by return. A
good starting point is
www.fedge.net/emi. Of course, any
views expressed on this website are
not necessarily endorsed by this
magazine!

[2] Subscribe to the popular view
that "we're smarter than they are"
and work out how to transmogrify
the real audio data on your junk disc
into properly open CD data.This is
usually not that hard, and if | may be
permitted to put my Mac evangelist
hat on again briefly, | was recently
overjoyed to discover that an EMI
Copy Controlled disc (Skin's really-
quite-good ‘Fleshwounds’ album)
which had stubbornly refused to
cough up its real data to the AAC
encoding of 4.0.1 iTunes on a G4
Tower with a Pioneer DVR-103
Superdrive, miraculously behaved
impeccably when asked to do the
same on a G5 with a DVR-106, using
iTunes 4.1. Far be it from me to
speculate whether this is configu-
ration chance or Apple design...

[3] Remember that some protection
schemes can be defeated by the
simple expedient of holding the shift
key down when you insert the disc
in a PC or otherwise turning off

Autorun - and you can then clone
the disc to a nice usable CD-R
version — strictly for your own
personal use, of course!

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



One thing | wanted to ask you... if my
understanding is right, do you believe
dynamic range (i.e. the number of bits)
is more important than high sampling
frequencies? The reason I'm asking this
is that I've read your answer to one of
your readers, and my opinion differs
because, if we take the recording side
for consideration, you must have a very
sharp filter for anti-aliasing, and unfortu-
nately this filter affects sound quality. Do
you remember the Sony PCM-FI? | have
modified the filter to get better sound
quality! So even with 96 or 192kHz
sampling frequencies, you still need a
good filter. Unfortunately, the present
system filters are not too good. In fact,
I've personally tried increasing sampling
frequency even above 500kHz, so that
the filter requirements for the audio
band become quite simple and thus less
audible. In other words, unless the
sampling frequency is beyond 500kHz, |
would say the PCM system has a
problem!

Ken Ishiwata

Belgium

Hi Ken - | think so too. Rob Watts of
DPA told me he thinks that 384kHz
is the lowest he'd recommend for
audio use. But | think that bit-depth
is just as important. If you have
24bits, you're guaranteed to have a
‘future proof' system that will give
superb resolution (one day).
Obviously, many of the 24bit
convertors around now struggle to
give even 20bits in real terms, but if
the space for the code is there on
the disc it can always be used
properly later. But | agree that the
brickwall filter is the curse of PCM,
and it really shows. DSD doesn't have
this problem (but it struggles to get
the equivalent of even |6bit
resolution at 80-90kHz), so its
problem is not the noisy artefacts of
the brickwall filtering, but lack of
resolution. Maybe this is why SACD
sounds sweeter? We're finding it to
be consistently more euphonic,
despite its theoretically lower
resolution - presumably because of
the filter issue? Wow - what does
500/16 digital sound like on your
PCM-FI? DP

As trustworthy test discs appear for
both DVD-A (from Rohde &
Schwarz) and SACD (from Philips)
we are starting to see just how
good — or not — both systems really
are, and how they compare. SACD
produces a lot of unwanted noise
outside the audio band, above 20kHz.
Up to now this has attracted
criticism, as this noise swamps any
low level music harmonics that exist

above 20kHz, defeating the purpose
of having wide bandwidth in the first
place. One reviewer told me
confidently this noise gives SACD its
characteristically smooth sound. 'm
not so sure.

In its favour, SACD currently has
lower distortion within the audio
band than DVD-A and superb
dynamic range, our measurements
show. It may well be that this is what
we hear, but it is difficult to be
certain.At present a lot of SACD
and DVD-A discs carry
transcriptions from analogue tape or
low bandwidth 24bit/48kHz digital
material in a re-issue cycle much the
same as that which characterised CD
in its infancy, so it is difficult to be
certain which technology - PCM or
DSD - is best. At present | feel 24bit
resolution is more important than
extended bandwidth, but true wide-
bandwidth digital recordings have yet
to become available. Only when
recordings are made using wide
bandwidth A/D convertors will we
truly be able to tell what these new
formats are fully capable of.

A

Pete — although | adopted a couple
of years later than you, by 1990 | was
actually stricken with the very 5 year
problem the salesman mentioned in
Jack’s letter was warning about. My
much-loved Yamaha CD-X2 just
packed up completely. However, as
well as heavy student use it had also
been gigged very hard as one of a
pair in an early CD-only D) set-up of
mine, so | had to forgive it. The
Marantz CD50 | replaced it with was
sold to me in Laskys and is still going
strong after nearly fourteen years.
My first DVD Player, a Toshiba 3107B,
is starting to show signs of
temperament having just passed the
magic five years mark. All suffered
heavy use, so the fairly non-scientific
conclusion of this little waffle would
have to be if in doubt, buy Marantz!

My twenty year old Marantz CD73
has just given up the ghost, but it’s
the analogue audio output which has
gone down on one channel and not
the laser, so | can echo Patrick’s
comment.As a serious student of
‘classic’ CD spinners (and the owner

Lasers - may the life be with you!

LASER LIFE

I read your letter from Jack Hobbs
(January 2004 issue) with interest. As an
early adopter of CD (1983) the subject
of laser life was of great interest, given
the price of CD players and spares
back then. In the long defunct ‘Hi-fi For
Pleasure’ magazine around 1984 there
was information to the effect that given
normal use the laser should last about
10,000 hours, but that with a
temperature increase of ten degrees the
life was halved. Anyway, | rearranged my
setup to move the CD player away from
the radiator and amplifier heat, and |
can assure Mr. Hobbs that my various
CD players through the years have all
run for many thousands of hours of use,
and none have been replaced because
of breakdown, only upgrading.

Pete Lanning

wyrw hi-fiwortd.co.nk

of countless examples of assorted
1984-era machines), | have to say I've
had several Sony CDP-101s fail on
me due to laser mistracking, but no
Philips-based designs. And as for my
Meridian MCD Pro (a heavily
breathed on 1983 Philips CD100), it
tracks some discs better than
modern machines, and even plays
CD-Rs without complaint — howzat?

Ls

FIXING THE WIFE ACCEPTANCE
FACTOR

I have a Croft Micro Il Special
preamplifier which | am looking to
upgrade. My reason for this decision is
the lack of remote and the dual volume
controls — my wife hates these quirks
and therefore chooses not to use 'our’
system, which consists of pre amp,
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Musical Fidelity XA-50s into a pair of
Royd Minstrels (single wired); upfront is
an MF E60 CD and Townshend Avalon/
Alphason OpaliLinn K9. I like the sound
of my vinyl set up but need the
convenience of a modern pre.Vinyl is my
main source, but | do feel | need some
extra speed and bass from rock tracks,
particularly when using CD as source.
Female vocals are generally a delight
but occasionally suffer sibilance on vinyl.
Do you have any suggestions that would
retain the current line up as much as
possible?

Peter Christie.

Hi Peter — I'd go for the Sugden
HeadMaster — it’s a line level
preamplifier with full remote control,
and a very clean and open sound
with just a faint tinge of sweetness.
You could also use the Croft as a
fine phono stage. Sorted!

The K9 is a modded Audio Technica
AT I0E and none too clever in my
view. This is the source of vinyl
sibilance. Look to Ortofon 530/40
(www.henleydesign.co.uk) or Shure
M97Xe
(www.shuredistribution.co.uk) for
better tracking and smoother treble,
or our usual fave, the Goldring 1042.

My CD replay system consists of Pink
Triangle Cardinal transport and Da
Capo DAC These are excellent products
and have served me well over the last
few years. However, recently they have
developed a fault - mostly in the DAC
but I feel that there is a problem with
the transport too. If | do have to replace
these items what would you recommend
as replacements — my budget is up to
£2,000. | have an Audiolab 8000Q as
pre- and Quad 707 as power, all cabled
by Nordost Blue Heaven and bi-wired
Solar Wind feeding Ruark Equinox
speakers, and stands by Target. | have
listened to various set-ups over the last
few weeks but | have not found
anything | like as much as the PTs,
David Hale

Agreed — | know the Cardinal/Da
Capo well and it’s one of the very
best sounding two box CD spinners
I've ever heard — but | wouldn’t
recommend it simply on the grounds
that its reliability questionable. As
such, I'd advise Marantz’s SA-17I|
(£1,400) digital disc spinner. This is as
close as you'll get to the PT'’s warm
and sweet and beguiling CD sound
(complete with very generous bass),
with the added bonus of excellent
SACD. It should, as with all Marantz
products, prove reliable and is
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superbly built. Its main drawback, the
lack of DVD-A playback, isn't really
relevant to you, so I'd say it’s ideal.
After this, you'd do worse than to
replace your Audiolab 8000Q
preamp with Sugden’s HeadMaster
(£599) — I've used this with a Quad
909 with excellent results, and it
should prove far sweeter than your
clinical Audiolab. DP

A reader writes in with a Ki
query, and the man himself
replies...

I am an Italian regular reader of Hi-Fi
World and long time high fidelity
enthusiast. | just read your article
regarding the sad news of the death of
Mr John Michell and I felt forced to
drop you these few lines.

I am the proud owner of four of his
masterpieces - the Transcription
Hydraulic, the Prisma, the GyroDec and
the Orbe - and | contacted him several
times in the past in order to get his help
and advice on getting some spare parts
for the old turntables and to know how
to set them up properly. Before the days
of e-mail, | phoned the Michell factory
and much to my surprise | was
transferred directly to him and had the
great honour to talk to him: he spent a
lot of time talking with me (he was
patient and kind enough to speak
slowly, allowing me to understand his
explanations and suggestions).

Last time | had the opportunity to
speak to him he was suggesting that |
get the last upgrade (VCIDC) for my
Orbe, spending a lot of his time
explaining to me why, in a quite
technical but always understandable
way and when | put in my order for this
upgrade he sent me a very long e-mail
with all his instructions on how to install
this upgrade and optimise my Orbe
properly. | too will miss his kindness and
dedication.

Andrea Bianco
Genova

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk

Couldn’t agree more,Andrea. | can
still *hear’ John describing to me in
his lovingly long-winded way what
he’d done to TecnoArm (a) (i.e. shot
blasting and drilling the arm tube)
and why he'd done it, with rather
oblique reference to Jim Clark's
Formula One driving style and classic
Lotus rear suspension systems.
Fascinating stuff, but he had a knack
of phoning me up two minutes
before our editorial deadline! DP

L J ne 5

I recently purchased an MVL A2+
amplifier from a reputable hi-fi store. It
was actually their display model so | got
it at a very good price due to an
intermittent fault (mains transformer
buzzing). This can be quite intrusive at
times and although | find the overall
performance excellent, I can’t help but
feel that the fault may be compromising
the performance of what | regard to be
a very good system comprising Meridian
206 CD player and Ruark Talisman
Speakers. There was no instruction
manual and | was wondering whether
one of these might be available? Any
help regarding the fault on the amp, or
any suggestions would be greatly
appreciated. The hi-fi shop said that they
have had it in their workshop and they
cannot actually identify the problem but
I'm sure that it can be rectified.

Mark Wood

| can'’t give you a definitive verdict on
why your mains transformer is
buzzing, but suffice to say that I've
had several bits of kit in the past —
Sony, funnily enough - with the same
fault and assuming it’s not a loud
noise and not emitting smoke or
sparks, it’s unlikely to affect the
sound of the system.You could
always damp the case with
sorbothane sheets to reduce the
noise, or hide the amp away
somewhere where it’s hard to hear
the buzz.

Chances are the core laminations are
producing the buzz and need better
clamping. If possible, tighten up the
clamp screws, and also try the
transformer mounting screws.The
amp must be disconnected from the
mains of course.

JUMPEK LERD

Could you please help? | have a Pink
Triangle Da Capo, which | purchased
second-hand. The module inside has 24-
20 printed on, is this 20 or 24 bit? Also
do you know what the jumper settings
should be? As you know, Pink Triangle
are no longer trading so information is
hard to find.

Andy Peacock.



If any readers have access to manuals
for either the aforementioned MVL
A2+ amplifier or PT Da Capo, let us
know and we'll put everyone in
touch with one another. [

I'm interested to hear what anybody out
there thinks of the Marantz 6000 K
Signature CD player. Mine gives
fabulous detail, but even after a year of
playing in, the sound is thin and light.
More annoyingly, all male vocals sound
an octave higher, and robbed of their
bass weight. All music lacks weight and
emotion. Bruce Springsteen sounds more
like Beryl Springsteen! | think the CD
player is great for classical and female
vocals, but inadequate for everything
else.This seems to contradict your
review which says the Kl Signature is
the best in the price range, and also
warm and rich sounding... I've got
some improvement from upgrading the
mains cable, but in frustration now listen
to my 15 year old Marantz CD521l,
which was always very rich and bassy.
I've also tried an Arcam CD 72, which
was very rich, but lacked the detail and
definition of the KI. Any ideas? My
system is: Marantz CD6000 Ki
Signature with Russ Andrews powercord,
Chord Chorus interconnect, Marantz
8200 ampilifier, Cyrus solid copper
cable, JPW Millennium 510 speakers.
Ben Howk

Coventry

(...and Ken Ishiwata replies...)

Yes, | can imagine your situation, Ben.
It’s several things all together. First of
all, the CD6000 K has a very tight
bottom end, and this means you
don't necessarily get a ‘rich’ sound,
especially if - as | guess - the room
acoustics aren't helping. And the
cables you're using aren’t right either
- all solid core copper wires tend to
give the impression of being fast, but
are actually harsh and often thin.And
then there are the loudspeakers...
Between you and me, | get the
impression that you bought all those
things from Richer Sounds in one fell
swoop, hoping they would work
together, but unfortunately in this
case the combination is wrong. What
1 can suggest is the following: use the
PM8200 in Class A mode only, try
cheap soft copper cable for both
speaker connections and
interconnects and move around the
loudspeakers in the room to find
your most preferred balance.

You seem to find all the "softer”
sounding players better balanced,
leading me to conclude that it is the
tightness of the CD6000 KIS's bass
that is making it sound "light". In my

experience it is dry but fast and
punchy; it also goes deep.You do,
however, need loudspeakers that can
reveal these properties, hence Ken's
views, with which | agree. However, |
worry slightly about whether your
player is working properly - always a
possibility. If farge differences remain
borrow a replacement if possible.

number of years should make any old
component sound quite out-of-touch. Yet
this is quite obviously not true. | have
recently listened to a number of twenty
year-old components, all of them ‘real
world’ or even economy items, and none
of them sounded hideously poorer than
contemporary equivalents; all of them
still played music; some were
remarkably beguiling.

7980 A&R A60 - did things really get better?

Having previously written to you to tell
you how poor | considered your
magazine to be, | think it's only fair to
drop you a line now that things are
improving. In particular | like the ever-
expanding sections on dudio classics,
and computer audio. Furthermore, Hi-Fi
World now seems to be a fuller and
fatter read - you now seem to have far
more editorial content than of yore.
Even the reviewing seems better —
although you will always struggle to
demonstrate editorial independence
whilst you keep championing poorly
engineered stuff like Origin Live. ..

But now to my real reason for
writing:  have lately been querying the
genuine magnitude of year-on-year
improvement to the standard of music
reproduction. | am sure that value-for-
money - especially in budget
components - is reaching new heights all
the time. However, | seriously doubt that
the state of the art is moving forward
much at-all. The truth is that the finest
power-amp available to me (given my
limited funds) is a Leak Stereo 20. Quad
ESL57s are still nearly unmatched for
ultimate fidelity and Yamaha NS1000's
still kick like a mule.A gaod turntable in
1980 remains a competitive performer
even now.And a good multi-bit CD
player from the late 80s seems to have
musical qualities largely the equal of the
current crap of spinners - though
possibly with rather different presen-
tation.

It seems to me that every month |
read reviews claiming that some or
other new component sets new
standards. Yet if this were genuinely true,
the cumulative improvement over a

wwwr, hi-fisvorid.co.uk

My first ever hi-fi purchase was a
20W bottom-of-the-range Harman
Kardon tuner-amplifier back in 1978. In
1984, with an intermittent fault
appearing on the tuner, I sold it on to a
friend cheaply as an amplifier. He is still
using it, and the tuner fault promptly
disappeared never to return! |
embarked on a series of dubious
upgrades, many of which failed to
deliver the hoped-for satisfaction.
Listening to the Harman Kardon, it still
sounds fresh, lively and sweet I'm sure
I've had far worse along the way.

My suggestion, to help reviews to
carry a measure of perspective, is to
always include a suitable old-timer in
your group tests. This ‘ringer’ should be a
widely known and respected component
of appropriate value. { think many of
your readers would be fascinated to
read how amps like the A&R A60 or the
Pioneer A400 stack up against the new
competition. Solid multi-bit Marantz CD
players like the CD50 would make a
telling reference to modern players. The
classic BBC designs ore the obvious
reference for box style speakers. I'm not
sure many manufacturers would like it,
but this would give an un-matched idea
of the level of progress we have made
in twenty years of trying.

Anon

Well, thanks for that rather
backhanded compliment, sir, I'll take
it in the spirit which | assume it's
meant, which is good! Can't agree
with your prognosis on Origin Live —
I think Mark Baker’s products are
some of the most lovingly and
intricately designed on the market, so
I'll leave you to your prejudices on
that point. But the reason I'm
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printing your letter is that |
wholeheartedly agree with your
latter point — things cannot, as the
song goes, only get better, but they
can only get cheaper.There's no
doubt that hi-fi is stunning value for
money now, but it'’s simply wrong to
say it's in any way better.

Take the aforementioned Arcam
(nee A&R) A60. In 1980, this cost just
under £200, which in today’s money
isn't far off £1,000. Arcam’s newest
FM) A33 costs just a little more, and
offers dramatically — mind bogglingly
— better functionality. In terms of
features, ergonomics and connectivity
it’s light years ahead and boasts
things that we could only dream of
twenty five years ago — some folk
would have given their houses for
that natty alphanumeric dot matrix
display! Does it sound any better?
Err... not really. It certainly has
better power and current driving
ability (quite markedly so), but the
A60 was a consummately smooth
and clean device, with a nicely
musical nature - and in this respect
the FM) is no better.And this is no
disrespect to Arcam, as | think that —
in a bid to provide remote volume
control and multiple facilities - many
manufacturers have actually got
worse in the sonics department!

We at Hi-Fi World have atways
(rather trenchantly) been of the
opinion that while there’s some
stunning new stuff around, the
classics can often teach the new boys
a thing or three. | think we've been
far more emphatic about this than
our rival magazines, and it's
interesting to see some coming
around to our way of thinking. | hope
you liked our digital recorder review,
with the twenty year old Nakamichi
ZX9 cassette deck emerging as the
winner — we had fun, hope you did
too. Thanks for reading our
(apparently) improved magazine! DP
Amplifier design has changed very
little over the Jast 20-30 years.
Component quality has improved
though, largely due to improved
materials and manufacturing
techniques used by component
suppliers. Much of what | hear is
attributable more to this than
anything else | believe. ] know the
A60 and feel things have moved on
sonically, if not by a large amount.

Tuners are generally more
balanced in their sound these days,
but nothing will ever match a Leak
Troughline in good condition. But
then, it uses very few components
and needs a good outdoor aerial,
unlike all modern tuners, so we are
not comparing like with like here.

Conventional modern
loudspeakers are appreciably better
in my view, especially in imaging and
fundamental accuracy. But a box
speaker could never match a good
electrostatic in many important
areas, especially not a Quad ESL57.
Again though we would not be
comparing like with like and | really
can't see what use it would be to
readers to constantly make this
point.We do regularly wheel out
good old ‘uns and like to remind
people, as well as ourselves, that
some classics remain great. However,
while specific old products — often
expensive in their time — might shine,
a lot are tat. In my 30 years of
reviewing overall standards have
risen appreciably, whilst prices have
fallen. NK
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Reader Neville Cohen has
warm memories of 211s.

FRIENDS

Although | can't claim to be a real old-
timer at 73, nevertheless my eyes
glazed over when | read about 211
valves in your November issue! As a
teenager just getting into a hobby that
we called ‘electronics’ rather than ‘radio’,
| helped a cousin build a ‘big’ amplifier
to drive the cutting head for a direct-to-
disk recorder in the early [950s.
Occupying most of a 6'x19" ex-PMG
rack, its most obvious feature was a pair
of 21 1s on right-angle sockets, so they
were outside the front panels. High
tension was, as | recall, about 1000V
DC, produced by a pair of 866A
mercury-arc rectifiers. The bright-emitter
filaments needed 10v@10 amps, and
you could just about read a book by
them. Driving them was, again going on
memory, 105D triodes.

Anyway, what prompted me to write
to you is your description of these
brutes from the Jurassic age. Our 21 Is
had metal plates, which glowed dully

www.hi-fiwerld.co.uk

under full bore. A later version was the
21 1E, and then we obtained the
graphite-plate equivalents called 242s,
so obviously these are what now pass
for 21 1s.This sort of gear was not
available on the Australian market in
those days, but we had a friend with
Western Electric whose job was pulling
out old gear from movie houses to up-
date the sound systems, and he was
always able to see that bits and pieces
came our way. Everything was £10
(about 3 weeks wages for mel), be it a
pair of 21 I's with magnal bases, HT
transformer, matching filament
transformers (all these were monsters,
about 5" x 5" x 10"), silver-wound
Output transformers (round, about 8"
diameter), or 18" electrodynamic
loudspeakers. All wiring was done using
a | 50W soldering iron.Them were the
days! Anyway, the whole of the
November issue was great.

Neville Cohen

Australia

If anything valves (tubes) are enjoying
a worldwide renaissance, driven by
demand that is largely channelling
through the internet it seems to me.
If you want to see more on all this |
suggest a visit to the Western
Electric website (www.western-
electric.com) where they catalogue
the re-opening of the US manufac-
turing plant, as well as its history,
complete with photo history.As for
the 2) ) and its big brother the 845,
they give the best sonics I've ever
heard from an amplifier. Trouble is,
once you have heard these things
you realise how depressingly limited
modern solid-state jobbies are. A few
hours of pleasure can result in a
lifetime of disappointment! NI

SUPERANNUATED SUGDEN
Having used a Sugden A48Mk2
amplifier to drive Rogers LS3/5A
loudspeakers for longer than | care to
remember, ['ve decided that the time
has come to have my Sugden
overhauled or replaced. Would any of
the amplifiers featured in the Hi-Fi
World September 2002 supertest
perform as well or better with LS3/5As
as a refurbished Sugden A48 Mk2?
John Anderson

London

| wouldn’t bet on it! Sugden
amplifiers are amongst the best and
since you've been using your system
for a long time any change will likely
come as a shock, not necessarily for
the better. Try and get some
comparisons before making any
decisions. You will hear differences;
for example the Myryad has fantastic
bass drive and will likely outgun the
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A48 in this area, but whether you
will prefer it in other areas | doubt. It
really is a matter of taste. | would be
more inclined to use the A48 Mkl
with a pair of modern Mission
bookshelf loudspeakers like the
780SEs or suchlike, since | don't feel
the LS3/Sas are quite up to the pace
these days. N

MO R @ -,

SR-222 MKII.The SR-838's arm is,
however, much better.The bearings still
do not have the slightest hint of play in
them after 24 years and operate as
smoothly as they did when new.The
headshell is also a more rigid affair than
that fitted to the budget deck. It has a
20 pole, 30 slot DC brushless type
direct drive motor with quartz servo
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Check out www.sansui.us for lots of classic kit.
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As a former proud owner of a Sansui
SR-222 MK il turntable, | am in
agreement with the comments from, Mr
van Baren and David Price ("Going
Dutch #2", Letters January 2004 Issue).
It's nice to hear this forgotten budget
classic mentioned in the hi-fi press again
after all these years. | bought mine in
1979 and used it for the next five years
with an Ortofon YMS20EII, Sansui AU-
217 Il amp (superior in every way, |
believe, to the now more famous NAD
3020 of the same era) and Acoustic
Research AR 25 'speakers. The warm
and smooth yet punchy sound this set-
up made was, although not strictly
neutral, absolutely captivating with the
sort of music | listened to at that time.
The SR-222 MK II gained much better
aesthetics compared to the original
version, boasting a high gloss jet black
pianc-like finish. It looked a million
dollars yet cost only £70.The Pioneer
PL-12D and the Trio KD-1033 looked
ugly and dated in comparison. Its main
weakness was the arm which, on my
example at least, had far too much play
in the bearings which | believe robbed
the sound of some precision.

As much as | welcome renewed
interest in this budget classic, | think it
would be unfair to a once great hi-fi
company to remember only their budget
decks. I recently acquired a beautiful
and very rare Sansui SR-838 high-end
turntable. Its plinth is constructed from
1.5 inch thick chipboard and has the
same gorgeous glossy black finish as the
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control and a heavy (1.7kg) alloy
platter. Sansui claimed a wow and
flutter figure of 0.025% (WRMS) for it
in their sales literature. The whole
package weighs in at a hefty 12.8kg.
So, how does it sound? Well, | have
fitted a new Ortofon 520 Il cartridge
and | have used it with Sansui AU-719
and AU-919 integrated amps of the
same era and also a Naim Nait 3 and |
prefer its sound overall to my Linn Axis/
LVX/ Ortofon 530 II. It has better bass
extension and definition and more
refinement while still being able
compete with the Linn in other areas. |
am delighted with the performance of
this turntable, especially as I paid only
£64 for it - what a bargain! So how
about an Olde Worlde on the superb
and innovative Sansui AU-919 amplifier?
It cost £480 new in 1979 and was
possibly the greatest Japanese super-
integrated of the 1970's with
world-beating slew rate and rise time
specs and lovely sound. Just one more
thing, the www.classicsansui.com website
is no longer in existence. Instead take a
look at www.sansui.us, a site run by US-
based fapanese Sansui enthusiast Isao
Asakura.
Gordon Hamilton
Durham

Glad to hear of your experiences
with classic Sansui stuff, Gordon. |
have to say | have a real soft spot for
this now-defunct Japanese brand —
like Pioneer they were a small, hi-fi-
only specialist really striving for

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk

perfection, yet making stuff we could
all afford. | think the SR222/Il (see
Feb 2004's Olde Worlde) has been
unfairly overlooked, and really rate
Sansui electronics too. DP

IT SAYS HERE

Car magazines are great for getting
useful information and narrowing down
the field when buying a new motor but
you wouldn't dream of handing over the
cash without a test drive. It’s obviously
the same with hi-fi kit, and you can
spend just as much if you've got deep
enough pockets! In the last eighteen
months | have had two differing
experiences that prove this point. | have
been a keen reader of Hi-Fi World for
some years now and when considering
an upgrade | use your pages to shortlist
kit to audition. Twelve months ago |
decided it was time to consider
replacing my faithful Rega 2 with a
major upgrade. After a lot of thought
and careful reading of your pages |
decided on the Michell GyroDec SE
(rave reviews), Linn LP12 (always gets a
good word) and the Clearaudio
Champion Level 2 (although the
Champion hadn't been reviewed by
yourselves at Level 2 you did give the
basic level turntable a reasonable
thumbs up).

Anyway, | loaded up the car with
my Nait 3 and Rega Ela speakers and
went a listening. Both the Linn and the
Clearaudio were very pleasing. Very well
made, musical, detailed and neutral in
tone, and just the job for long periods of
listening. But shock horror, the Gyro SE
to my ears was awfull Yes, | wouldn't
give house room to the turntable that
was rated as just about everyone’s best
buy.The sound was just too lush, bass
heavy and generally over the top for my
taste. (Is it heresy to say this?). |
suppose it could have been badly set
up, or the wrong cartridge combination
(Goldring), but really | don't think it was
just me. Anyway the wife loved the looks
of the Champion so that’s the one |
bought (top hint - if the wife likes it, buy
it quick!) and I have been very happy
with the results. It is fitted with a RB250
from the Planar 2 but after the full OL
makeover and a Dynavector 10X4
cartridge - a great sound, very involving.
I love it!

The other part of my story could
not be more different. A few months
prior to buying the turntable |
auditioned the Naim CD5 and the
Densen CD player against my ten year
old Arcam Delta 70.3, fully expecting to
part with my £1100 that day. After all
my player was ten years old and surely
things had moved on in leaps and
bounds? Both the Naim and the Densen
had a slight edge over the Arcam in
some areas but generally there was not



much to chose between them so there
was no way | was going to spend that
sort of money on so small an
improvement in sound. It was quite a
surprise. Anyway | decided there and
then that | would stick with the 70.3
until it gave up the ghost and only then
would | upgrade. So when | read your
review of the Tri-Vista DAC the very last
thing on my mind was a CD upgrade.
Your praise was so warm for this
machine however that | decided it
wouldn't hurt to have a listen. So again |
loaded up the car and trundled off to
Zouch Audio for a long afternoon’s
audition. Guess what? You were right on
this one! The Tri-Vista opened up the
sound to a wonderful degree while at
the same time smoothing out the rough
edges that were apparent with the 70.3
when used alone. The Tri-Vista's feet are
now glowing a nice shade of blue whilst
attached to the Arcam on my hi-fi rack!
So the moral of my tale - read the
mags but always have a really good
listen before you buy. You might be
surprised - for better or for worse.Your
ears are unique and the sound that you
find appealing may be totally different
to what turns the reviewers on.
Dave
Leicester

Oh well, can't say I'd agree with your
prognosis on the GyroDec, Dave. If
the Michell sounded ‘lusher’ than the
Linn LP12 then something was amiss
with the Gyro set up, because that's
not usually the way things shake out!
(It's far tauter and better defined,
making the Linn sound vague and
ponderous.) The Michell is easy to
set up reasonably well, but tricky to
set up properly — lots of spring
twiddling and spirit level wielding is
involved — so methinks your dem
deck wasn’t properly fettled. Still, I'm
glad you're happy with the
Clearaudio — and it’s a superb deck
without a doubt.

The Arcam anecdote tallies with
my own experience completely — it
was an excellent bit of kit,and a new
£1,000 CD spinner would struggle to
better it comprehensively.
Fortunately, the MF TriVista 21| is one
of the few specialist aftermarket
DAC upgrades available, and as
you've seen, does the job with
aplomb. The message is - as ever —
use magazines to see which kit to
audition, then let your own ears do
the listening!

First, with reference to your editorial in
the February 2004 Issue, | agree
wholeheartedly with your comments
about vinyl replay but would add
dynamic range to the attributes you list

This morning | was sad to see Hugh
Bean's obituary in the Telegraph and
was prompted to play his recording
(Boult/New Philharmonia - EMI ASD
2329) of Vaughan Williams's "The Lark
Ascending”. The piece goes from very
quiet to really rather loud and does, |
think, cover a realistic dynamic. My viny!
system copes with no effort, whereas
the equivalent CD (Trichord Revelation,
which is certainly not harsh or bright)
seems compressed and simply does not
carry the ambient information which the
LP includes without apparent effort. |
hasten to add that the medium is at
fault here.The record playing system is
Michell GyroDec SE with Orbe platter
and the new HR PSU, Hadcock GH242
SElIncognito (I know it is a unipivot but
the combination does work) and
refurbished (by Len Gregory) Ortofon
MC3000 Il playing through a Tom Evans
Microgroove + to an Audio Analogue
Bellini preamplifier.

Second, with reference to Steve F's
letter ("Chasing Rainbows") in the same
issue, | also couldn't agree more! | have
a Magnum Dynalab FTI0IA, fed by a
Ron Smith Galaxie 17 and am well
aware that DAB comes nowhere this,
even on BBC R3 which | listen to mostly.
Last night (New Year's Day) | listened to
Yasmin Levy (spare no effort to hear
this wonderful singer) on R3's World
Music DayllLive at Lock |7, and
yesterday morning to the New Year's
Day Concert from Vienna. Despite the
restricted bandwidth | cannot imagine
that electric sound comes any better
than this. Vinyl can come close. Try The
Dave Brubeck Quartet at Carnegie Hall
(Columbia Stereo C25-826). It is already
apparent that the DAB tuner is a dead
duck as far as hi-fi separates are
concerned, and that Government policy
(quantity before quality) has already
marginalised DAB into portables and
car radio, which may be a good thing as
it could delay the analogue switch off.
Bob Parsons

Hmm... I'm not sure if the prolif-
eration of DAB into portables and
cars will actually delay the dreaded
switch off — if anything | would have
thought it would accelerate it,as HM
Government is of course obsessed
with quantitative (rather the
qualitative) measurements (the price
of everything and the value of
nothing, as someone once said!). But
| couldn’t agree more with your
sentiments on both analogue disc
and radio. | know | sound like a ‘stuck
record’, but vinyl is our highest
resolution music carrier, and | still
haven’t heard better — despite last
month's ‘advanced resolution digital
fest’! As for FM, well your Magnum
Dynalab is a stunning radio and it
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should trounce even the very best
Digital Radio tuner (Arcam’s DT81?)
at its highest permissible bitrate.
Thanks for your support.

My system consists of a Marantz
CD50SE CD player, Myst TMA3
amplifier and homemade speakers using
Kef Uni-Q units. The Marantz and Myst
were well thought of when they were
designed in the 1980s (indeed, | seem
to remember Noel Keywood saying
some nice things about the Myst...) but
I assume that technology has moved on
since then - more on the CD side of
things than the amplifier | should
imagine and I've no idea how they
would compare to modern equipment.
I'd very much appreciate any advice
that you can give me about upgrading.
Howard Clarke.

interestingly, CD technology hasn't
actually moved on that much since
your late eighties Marantz CD50SE.
True, it used the last of the Philips
TDAI1541 16bit. 4 times
oversampling DACs, and was
replaced by the CD53SE in 1991,
which was a Bitstream design that
offered more smoothness. But this
was arguably at the expense of
musicality, 50 it's very much a case of
swings and roundabouts. These days,
most Compact Disc spinners use
24/96 or 24/192 DACs as a matter
of course, but this is more about low
cost than high quality — the extra
resolution they're capable of is
wasted as CD is limited to 16/44
resolution. The CD50SE sounds a
little spikier compared to the
Marantz’s CD7200 (its contemporary
replacement), with a brightly lit
upper midband and a slight lack of
focus, but it's not a vast, swingeing,
massive difference, as ad copywriters
and some hi-fi hacks would have you
believe. If you're into upgrading your
system, you first need to identify
what you'd like more (or less) of —
rather than just thinking your system
‘must be a bit past it, | suppose’. In
absolute terms, I'd say it was quite
musical and dynamic (thanks to the
Myst), but with a relatively thin
tonality (thanks to the Myst), with
poor low level detailing (thanks to
the Marantz).To upgrade it
appreciably, you'd have to spend lots
of money. I'd say a Musical Fidelity Tri
Vista 21 DAC (£1,200) would be a
great buy, giving you depth and
breadth and warmth in equal
measures. It’'s a lot to spend, but your
amplifier is still very capable given a
synergistically matched source — and
the Marantz/MF combo is precisely
this.
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Hero or Zero?
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Rfter years of producing high quality output transformerless valve amplifiers, Glenn Croft
has turned his hand to a zero feedback hybrid design. Haden Boardman listens to Croft's

new Twin Star power amplifier.

rom deepest darkest

Birmingham hails Glenn

Croft. He is something of an

audio maverick, and about

as ‘anti commercial’ as you

can get. Never ask for sales
brochures - they do not exist! For
the past twenty years or there-
abouts, Glenn has hand-crafted his
wares, manufacturing some of the
most exquisite sounding valve gear
from the Micro series, through a
range of output transformerless valve
power amplifiers, to conventional ‘El’
and ‘C core’ transformer designs
with complex regulated power sup-
plies.

Although Glenn never went
down the Single Ended Triode route,
he has stuck fairly closely to his valve
roots. But - shock horror - what is
this? Not a new valve amp, but a
hybrid design using ‘Transvalve’
circuit topology, to give the official
title. Two octal based dual triodes
drive the four MOSFET output
devices, and, erm, that is it! | have
seldom seen such a simple circuit, no
feedback, two power supplies
(separate left and right power
supplies for the output stage) and
nothing but a handful of very high
quality passive components.

The valve and MOSFET sections
have their own individual power
supply transformers, the valve
circuits utilising a conventional El
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type, with the output stage using a
toroidal type.A small circuit board
holds a relay circuit to mute the
output while the two valves catch up
with the MOSFETS on switch-on.The
power supply is located towards the
front of the chassis, no regulators are
present on this model; simplicity,
coupled with high quality
components is the order of the day
here. Internal build is to Croft’s usual
standard with neat assemblies. Mains
input is via IEC, gold phono sockets
for input, and gold 5 way binding
posts for speaker terminals. Output
power is a quoted 45W into 8 ohms
— see our measurements.

Croft offers three additional
upgrade to the cooking £1750 Twin
Star, ranging from £2,500 up to a
whopping £4,000, via £3,500. The
extra money buys you superior
components, faster MOSFETS, bigger
stabilised power supplies, and a
‘super reg’ 6C33 triode regulator on
the two twin signal triodes of the
top model. For the past few years
most Croft products have been
delivered in a large standard black
case, but various levels of knob and
fascia trim can be specified to buyers’
tastes. Paint was far better than
Croft products from yore, with a
good quality black crackle finish
resting nicely with the sweet little
power indicator, an illuminated Croft
logo. Is this Glenn paying homage to
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the old QUAD and Leak valve
preamps?

SOUND QUALITY

From the moment it was turned on,
it was clear this amplifier sounds
superb. Hybrid designs usually leave
me cold. They're either too warm in
the bass and with no real control, or
uninvolving (i.e. the worst of both
worlds), but the Twin Star is neither.
Fast, delicate, powerful (within its
remit), it gave better clarity than |
have heard from any Croft power
amp to date, and most rivals for that
matter.

Starting with Jimmy Smith, the
Croft was fast and dynamic. Willie
Nelson’s ‘Stardust’ on SACD (a
glorious 1970s recording, produced
by no less than Booker T. Jones) had
oodles of definition and detail - again
the Twin Star proved addictive. Nora
Jones on CD was sweet light and
open. On the more demanding vocals
of Dinah Washington, the Croft
turned in a knock-out performance,
with great midband transparency.

Essentially an open, and clean yet
lucid and engaging performer, it was
able to do both the valve and
transistor tricks with equal aplomb.
The result that it’s a flexible machine,
happy playing anything from Cafe Del
Mar through to classical jazz and
even heavy rock. It gives a
surprisingly open and uncluttered



acoustic, with decent depth trusty Garrard 401 (with Audio
perspective and strong imaging, that Technica arm, Denon DL103 and
lets the music flood out in a Denon MC step up tranny), the
deliciously natural and organic way. combo sounded great - vinyl clearly
However, put against traditional suiting the Croft. It sounded both
transistor fare, it proved ever-so- open and revealing, without a single
slightly veiled on some tracks, the hard edge to be heard. Sweet!
last gasps of atmosphere and breath Obviously, the Twin Star makes
being held back. Could the MOSFET no claims to be a muscle amp.
output devices be responsible - Compared to the Quad 909, for
remember this amp has no feedback?  example, it is obviously down on
Still, this is merely in comparison to motive force, and has a looser and
other designs which can’t match the Jess imposing bottom end. it had

Croft’s talents in the musicality
stakes. Compared to the (admittedly
cheaper) Quad 909, Ry Cooder and
VM Bhatt’s ‘A Meeting by the River’

enough drive not to get at all upset
with a pair of large Dynaudio
speakers, but had the finesse to work
well in to a high efficiency design.The
amp worked successfully with a large
selection of ancillary equipment;
every time offering a great
performance. While it doesn’t do as
well as the Quad on large scale
dynamics, it's so much better on
‘microdynamics’ — it can get loud and
quiet seemingly without effort, able
to follow the flow of the music with
great lucidity. By contrast, the Quad
sounds stilted, despite its extra
power.

Past Croft power amplifiers have
left me underwhelmed. A couple of
the OTL variants have been okay, but
on the whole | found them too soft
and lacking any kind of serious drive.
Not so the Twin Star - it has neither
a traditional valve or transistor
sound, preferring the neutral route.
With a good amount of power, an
open and even sound and yet most
of the traditional valve attributes of
musicality and cohesion, it’s an
impressive bit of kit. At £1,750 it is
no bargain, but really can do things
than most other rivals can't. An
interesting, charismatic and able
product that's well worth seeking
out.

VERDICT @O OO

With a taste of the best of both tube
and transistor, this is a truly endearing
power amplifier.

CROFT TWIN STAR _ £1750

()+44 (0)1746 769156
www.eminentaudio.co.uk

did soften the upper treble [
somewhat, losing that last nth degree
of incision and atmosphere.

Of greater concern with the
review unit was the level of
mechanical hum emitted from the
casework. In my quiet listening
room it was clearly audible, and

a product of this class and SURED PERFURMANCE

calibre should really be a lictle
quieter than this. The best fix |
could find was to mount it on
some isolation feet and stick it

The Twinstar power amplifier inhabits a
different world to most amplifiers. It
produces a lot of distortion, at all
frequencies and output levels — no less
on the floor.To be fair, suppliers ST DARTTTT TN N R DA TR

Eminent Audio seem to think limit of audibility the Twinstar breaches
mine is a rogue example, but if  IUTEE TR ARG ER T REN NS
this does not prove to be the distortion will be audible. With an 8ohm

case then Croft should either load second harmonic dominated, but
redesign the metal work, or fit there was a lot of third too at higher

better mains transformers levels. With a 4ohm load distortion rose

This power amplifier was
more than sensitive enough to
run with a passive preamplifier,

to 1.6%, with clearly evident waveform
triangulation from third harmonic.
Although distortion levels were fairly
constant, suggesting low or perhaps

and with all the room in the negligible feedback, the spectrum
case, perhaps Croft could turn  EETRIIFREN CET S VY NI

it in to a line level integrated? harmonics. | would expect some
Indeed, inserting a Vitale sharpness or incision form third

preamp into the chain harmonic, plus some edginess from
confirmed the passive route to R harmf)mcs.' )

be the best with digital-only The Twinstar’s appeal will be
e I h e italercalottin mainly subjective. Listen to it carefully
the sound, Hooked up to myg against other amplifiers, using material

wwwv.hi-fivortd.co.uk

you know. This amplifier does not
measure well. NK

Power 45watts
Frequency response 5Hz-60kHz
Separation 82dB
Noise -110dB

Distortion 0.7%
Sensitivity 560mV

Distortion

frequency (Hz)
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A visit to Kj West One
is likely to exceed alf your
expectations.

Here, you'll discover an
incomparable array
of sound equipment on
permanent deracnstration.
Many of these components
represent the stafe-of-the-art
while others ofjer truly
outstanding valie for money.

Grunded in a love of music,
we like to think we can offer
sensitive expertise as well as
alf the facilities you'll need
to complete your search for

a system of musical purity,
dynamism and autpenticity:

To audition any of these
components, as well as others
too new to list here, please
call in or, better still, make
an appointment for a
personal demonstration.

Most items can be made
available at our branches.
You can also phone or email
info@kRkjwestone.com
to arrange a demounsiration
of high-end equipment
in your own hame.

Because we take your interest seriously
we’ll go out of our way to demonstrate it.

I ARCAM
Diva A65 Int
Diva A80 Int
Diva A90 Int
Diva (D73
Diva (D82
Diva (D93
Diva T61
Diva D181
Diva AVR200
Diva DV88
FMJ A32 Int
FMJ) (D33 (D
FMJ DV27A DVD
FMJ D126 Dig Tuner
FM) 7 7 ch power
FMJ AV8 Pre Amp
progessor

[ AUDIO ANALOGUE

Puccini Int

Puccini SE Int

Bellini Pre

Donizetti Power
Maestro Int

Maestro (D

Paganini (D

I AUDIONET

SAM V2 amp
ART (D

[ AUDIO RESEARCH
(D3 (D Player
PH3SE Phono Stage
SP16 Pre
1525 Pre
VSi Int
VS55 Power
VST10 Power
VT1001H Power
V120011 Power
Ref Phono
Ref 2 MKIl Pre

[ BOSE
Lifestyle Systems
28, 35,40 and 50
System 321

I COPLAND

(DA822 (D Player
(SA29 Integrated
(TA305 Pre

(VA306 VT Multi Ch.Pre
(TA520 Power (2 ch)
(VA535 Power (5ch)

B CYRUS
DVD6
(D6
DvD8
(D8
Cyrus 6 int
Cyrus 8 int
AV8 Dig 5.1 pre
Pre X
Mono X
Fi X
Smart Power
0 Power
PSX-R
Quattro

B GRAAF

DYNAUDIO
Audience 42
Audience 52
Audience 52 SE
Audience 62
Audience 72
Contour 1.8

GM20 OTL Power
GM13.58 11 Pre

HARBETH
HL-P3ES
HL-Compact 7ES-2
Monitor 30

KEF
01,038 05

KRELL

KAV 280(D
KAVAR(xi Integrated
KAV280P Pre
KAV2250 Power {2ch)
SACD Standard
Showcase DVD
Showcase processor
KPS28C (D

KPS255( Pre/CD
KCT Pre

FPB400cx

FPB700cx

LINN

(lassik (D/Tuner/Amp
(lassik Movie
AV5103 ANV pre
5125 Sch power
Tunebox

2250 2ch power
kemi (D
Genki (D
Wakonda pre
Kolektor Pre
Pekin Tuner
LK140 Power
LK85 power
Espek Speakers
Ninka Spks
Katan Spks

Kan Spks

Ekwal Centre Spk

MARTIN LOGAN
(larity

Aeoni

Ascenti

S iz

Odyssey

Prodigy

Script

Depth & Descent {subs)

McINTOSH

(2200 Pre valve
M(2102 Power valve
(42 Pre ss

MX134 Pre/processor
M(402 Power s.s
MA6900 int

MVP842 DVD/(D
15320

15340

15360

B MERIDIAN

607 (D

608 (D

G51 Stereo receiver
GO1 Pre

602 Pre

656 Power

657 Power

(68 Processor

DSP 5000

DSP 7000

G98H DVD-A Player

I MICHELL

TechnoDec
Gyro 'SE'

I OPERA

SP2
Super Pavarotti MKI
I PATHOS

New Classic One
Logos
m

Inpol 2
In control
In Power

I PIONEER

PDP-504HDE Plasma
PDP-434HDE Plasma
VSA-AXT0iS AV rec
VSA-AXSIS AV rec
DVBOBAYI owD A SacD
DV668AVI ovo A Saco

I PROAC

Tablette 2000
Studio 125
Response One SC
Response D15
Response D25
Future One

B PRIMARE

A30.1 Integrated
A20 Int

& QuAD
99 (D-p
99 Pre
99 Power
909 Power
QC24 Valve Pre
Q1140 Valve mono
ESL988
ESL989
Model 11L
Model 12L
Model 221

WWW.kjwestone.co

I SHANLING
(D-T100

B SME
Model 104
Model 20/24

[ SONUS FABER
Musica
Concertino Home
(oncerto Home
Grand Piano Home
Wal
Solo home
Gravis
(remona
(remona Auditor
(remona (entre
(remona Sub
Amati Homage
Guarneri Homage
Stradavarius Homage

[ SPENDOR
§3, 56, 58, 59 & SRS

I TRIANGLE
Titus 202
Celivs 202

[ UNISON
Unea P int amp
Unico (D player
S2K S/E valve int

[ WILSON AUDIO
Qb I
Sophia
Watt / Puppy 7

[ WILSON BENESCH
Full Circle
Chimera
Discovery
(urve
Arc
AT

SPECIAL OFFERS
www.kjwestone.com

PART-EXCHANGE
WELCOME

' HOME DEMS BY
ARRANGEMENT

SOUND & VISION
INSTALLATIONS

INTEREST FREE
CREDIT Subject to status
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Files

David Price talks to John Bamford, Pioneer Great Britain's Product Manager, about matters
multichannel and hi-fi in both Britain and Japan...

| DP: HOW DID YOU GET INTO
HI-F1?
JB: | was born in 1956, and was a
young teenager in the early seventies

'| when | visited a hi-fi shep in Preston,
Lancashire. It was a special

! demonstration weekend of a "new,

| revolutionary B&O hi-fi system” It

[ was quadraphonic, and blew me

[ away! My father's battered old
radiogram wasn't even stereo,
although | was listening to my early

’ Genesis and Led Zep albums on a
mate’s stereogram. And | had a rich
friend, of whom we were all

| extremely jealous, who had a tasty
Goldring Lenco/ Quad/ Leak stereo

| system in his palatial bedroom. It's

| ironic that it was a B&O quadra-

| phonic dem that infected me with
the hi-fi bug...!

| WHY DIDYOU JOIN
PIONEER?

| The British specialist hi-fi industry is
a master of propaganda.As an

| eighties hi-fi journalist I'd been led

to believe - as are many audiophiles

today - that the Japanese companies

were cheats and blaggards who only

manufactured 'mass-market junk’ and

L didn't care about good sound. Yet
when | met Pioneer's design

| engineers | discovered that the
majority of them were vinyl

| enthusiasts, and was flabbergasted to
see how passionate they were about

| high fidelity sound,and attention to

| fine detail - not simply circuit design,

| with things such as vibration and

‘ temperature analysis on
| components!
Obviously I'd visited many small,
'specialist’ companies during my

journalistic days, but | discovered
that these Pioneer guys were
working on a higher level entirely.
Plus, of course, they had R&D
facilities beyond one's wildest
dreams. | realised I'd been fed a line
for a decade that it was only
*specialist’ manufacturers who knew
what they were doing, and | could
see that these Japanese guys' only
crime was that they tried to make
many of their products affordable
for as many people as possible.

"Would you like to join
Pioneer?", | was asked eighteen
months later. You betcha! While
nobody was talking about higher
capacity optical discs back in 1991,
Pioneer had ambitious plans to
introduce an improved transport
mechanism for affordable CD
players, were developing improved
digital recording systems with 96kHz
sampling to 'prove’ that CD wasn't
‘perfect’ and were investing heavily in
proprietary silicon to incorporate
Wadia-style monotonic digital filters
to £300 CD players! Pioneer's digital
engineers were in complete
agreement with many audiophiles
that accuracy in the time domain
was more critical to musicality and
stereo focus than precise frequency
response, something that some high-
end brands are talking about today
as if they've just discovered the
concept. ..

HOW DO YOUVIEW THE UK
HI-FI SCENE?

There are a few entrepreneurs in
the UK who have been in the right
ptace at the right time - with
exceptionally skillful marketing that's

winvwhistivcorid.couk.

The Bamford
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Countdown to

20 - 22 February 2004
10am - Spm every day

at the Marriott City Centre
Hotel, Lower Castle St.,
Bristol

GETTING TO THE SHOW

By train: Temple Meads Station is a short
distance from the Marriott and is accessible by
bus, foot or taxi.

By car: from the M4 take /19 (M32 - 8ristol).
Follow signs for City Centre and RAC signs to
the Show.
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Easy local parking in Broadmead
and Bond Street NCPs.
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in association with

WHAT HI-FI?

SOUND AND VISION

NOW
UND o
&VISION ™

THE BRISTOL SHOW

See and hear all the latest products under one roof...

ACOUSTIC ENERGY: the official launch of 4 new models!
CYRUS: come & learn about quality multi-room and the Cyrus Link.

DENON: unveil their fourth Universal SACD/DVD-A Player 51; the technologically
groundbreaking DVD-A11 with DVI-HDCP output.

ELAC: launch the 200 Series - 5 new JET tweeter loudspeakers.
LIVING VOICE: the OBX-R2 loudspeaker system making its debut.

LOEWE: presenting their latest LCD, Plasma and DLP televisions, and the stylish new
XELOS SL flat panel TVs.

MERIDIAN: come and see the new G Series, their first new range in 10 years!

MISSION: are proud to use the Bristol Show to launch the beautifully styled, Elegante range
of multi channel, multi format loudspeaker systems.

QUADRASPIRE: the launch of some major new products.

REGA: the all new R9 loudspeakers and possibly more...

REVOLVER: 2 new loudspeaker models.

SONUS SYSTEMS: a new SE range of support furniture.

TOTEM ACOUSTIC: unveiling of the Rainmaker, a fabulous compact loudspeaker.
WA LOUDSPEAKERS: stunning speakers carved from Cotswold Limestone!

WHAT HI-FI1? SOUND & VISION MAGAZINE: there in person to answer all your questions
about Hi-fi, Home Cinema and more.

GREAT DEALS AND SPECIAL OFFERS AVAILABLE ONLY AT THE SHOW - PLUS YOUR
CHANCE TO WIN SOME SUPERB PRIZES IN THE SHOW COMPETITION

Admission
Adults £7.00; Students/OAPs/UB40s £3.50; Accompanied children under 16 free

BRANDS ON SHOW INCLUDE: Acoustic Energy, Alphason, Anthony Gallo Acoustics, Apart, Apollo,
Arcam, Argento, Artison, Atacama, Audionet, Audiopax, Audiophile BASE, Audioquest, Audiovector, Ayre
Acoustics, B&W, Bandridge, Baseplayer, Beyer Dynamic, 8lack Rhodium, Bryston, Cabasse, Canton,
Celestion, Ceratec, Cherished Record Company, Chord Electronics, Clearaudio, Clearcover, Clearlight
Audio, Creek, Cyrus, Dagetti, Denon, Dezorel, Diverse Vinyl, Dynaudio, Eclipse TD, Ecosse, Eichmann, Elac,
Epos, Exposure, Fergushill, Focal JM Lab, Fujitsu, Future Glass, Gamut, Goldring, GPA, Grado, Graham,
Heco, Hi-Fi Choice Magazine, Hi-Fi World Magazine, Inca Design, InFocus, Invision UK, Isotek, Ixos, Ixotica,
Jamo, KEF, Klegg Audio, KM Acoustics, Lafayette Electronics, Lexicon, Living Voice, Loewe, Lyra, Magnat,
Marantz, Mark Levinson, Meitner, Meridian, Micheil, Mitler & Kreisel, Milty, Mission, MJ Acoustics, Monitor
Audio, Moon, Mordaunt Short, Multicover, Music Works, Myryad, NAD, Naim Audio, Never Connected,
Niro, Nordost, One for All, Onkyo, Optimum, Opus, Ortofon, Parasound, Perfect Sound, Perigee, Pioneer,
PMC, Polk, Primare, ProAc, Profigold, Project, PSB, PURE Digital, Purist, QED, Quad, Quadraspire, Rega, REL,
Revel, Revolver, Roksan, Ruark, Runco, Russound, Sennheiser, Seventh Veil Loudspeakers, Shakti Audio
Innovations, Shun Mook, Sim 2, Sonus Systems, Sony, SoundStyle, Spendor, Stands Unique, T+A, TAG
McLaren Audio, Tannoy, Teac, Techlink, The Chord Company, Tivoli Audio, Totem Acoustic, Transfiguration,
Trichord, Trinity Audio, True Colours Industries, Tube Technology, van Den Hul, Veda Products, Velodyne,
Vertex AQ, Vibe, Vienna Acoustics, Vivadi, Vivanco, Vivante, Vogels, VPI, WA Loudspeakers, Waterfall,
Wharfedale, What Hi-Fi? Sound & Vision Magazine, Wilson Benesch, Yamaha and many more...

For the very latest information on new product launches check www.bristolshow.co.uk
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 hugely appreciated by specialist hi-fi

| dealers. But apart from this, the UK

[ hi-fi scene is all but defunct. This

| saddens me, of course... in hi-fi

| specifically, many of the British

| brands aren't British-owned today

| anyway! Products here are

| manufactured in small quantities,

| making them necessarily expensive

| as there are no economies of scale.

| And like the marketing of designer
clothes or high-end jewellry, these
products are limited in their
distribution to just a few

; shops, with a set retail price

| so that they are never
available to consumers at a

| discount price. I'm not

| decrying this entirely as it is

| fundamental to the survival of
small, independent hi-fi

| retailers. (Just look how the
big supermarkets and out-of-
town retail parks which sell
products at low prices have

| destroyed local high streets.)
But what's unhealthy about it

| is that it propagates 'hi-fi
snobbery' and xenophobia,
which saddens me immensely.

| WHY HAS DVD-A HAD
A LUKEWARM
RECEPTION HERE?

[ A few guys working on today’s

| hi-fi magazines! Trouble is, audio

| enthusiasts read these opinions -

| that DVD-A and SACD are nothing

| to get excited about - and so they

| carry on with what they've got in
blissful ignorance. The most serious
audiophiles have never been satisfied
by CD, of course. One meets these

| guys at hi-fi shows, guys who are still
collecting vinyl. If they've read in

| magazines that CD is "still where it's
at”, remain disenfranchised and don't

' go to a hi-fi store to check it out.

| And even if they did go to a

| specialist dealer, what could he
demonstrate to them - a new

| Musical Fidelity CD player, the latest

| Naim power supply upgrade? Where

{ would an audiophile go to get a

| serious demonstration of high

| resolution digital audio? And multi-

| channel audio? The best dems are
from dealers specialising in top-

| quality home cinema. But audiophiles

| aren't interested, and home cinema
dealers aren't interested in audio for
audio's sake - what a dichotomy!
One of today's greatest ironies is

| that home cinema enthusiasts who

| own the latest DVD players and top-

| flight multi channel systems have got

| systems that are capable of better
audio reproduction than the

| majority of CD systems resident in

enthusiasts who own the

the homes of people who consider
themselves audiophiles!

Home cinema enthusiasts are
blown away when they try a DVD-A
disc. Same goes for anybody who is
not an audiophile with the
associated baggage. When |
demonstrate DVD-A to people, and
explain that many hi-fi magazines are
pooh-poohing it, they look at me as
if I'm pulling their legs.

Regarding DVD-A versus SACD,

latest top-flight multi
channel systems have got
systems that are capable
of better audio reproduc-
tion than the majority of
CD systems resident in
the homes of people who
consider themselves
audiophiles!

my personal opinion is that DVD-A
is by far the more desirable format.
If | want a fabulous hi-res recording
of my favourite band, what would |
prefer - a disc that simply contains
the music, or a disc that contains the
music plus an electronic version of
the album jacket that | can view on
my TV screen, plus a couple of
videos of my favourite band on the
end of the disc, too. Still, it's looking
increasingly likely that DVD-A and
SACD are going to run side by side,
so we've decided that what the
world needs are universal players
that simply play everything.We can
do this at Pioneer - we're doing it
right now - because we're small and
apolitical, with no financial interests
in any particular record companies.

DOYOU THINK DVD-A WILL
CATCH ON?

| get to meet many London-based
record company executives, and not
one of them has ever said to me,
"Our company has no intention
whatsoever of making SACDs or
DVD-As".What would you suppose?
That record companies believe that
the twenty year old CD has got
another twenty years to go?! Trouble
is, we all live such fast-paced lives
today. Our most recent experience

winw.hi-tiwgrd.couk

One of today's
greatest ironies is
that home cinema

is the birth of DVD video, which has
caught on with consumers like
wildfire and is already in 25 percent
of homes in the US,and in 15

percent of UK households too. Now
we've got DVD-A and SACD

formats to replace music CDs, and if |
they don't become a way of life in an ‘
instant the press declares them a [
flop! CDs took many years to catch
on, and I've no doubt that the
migration from CD to DVD (and
SACD) will take equally as
long. It takes years for
record companies to build
up catalogues. What makes
it all painless, of course, is
that the new home
entertainment products all
play existing CDs anyway.

WHAT OF THE
FUTURE?

A hi-fi system is just a
'dumb terminal’ that replays
the 'packaged media' that’s
on sale in music stores.
We've had 78s,
microgroove LPs and
singles, pre-recorded
cassette tapes and CDs.
History proves that you
can only have a new format
for packaged media once
every generation. Now
we've got DVDs and SACDs which
will have to exist for at least twenty
years. So the challenge for audio
designers will be to improve
electronics and loudspeakers in
order to exploit the full potential of
the higher bandwidth and vastly
improved dynamic range afforded by
these new carriers. Future state of-
the-art systems will of course be
multi-channel, without doubt a new
paradigm in audio.

Some people won't bother of
course, just as some people today
don't bother to invest in a
reasonable quality stereo system. But |
audiophiles will endeavour to
accommodate muitiple speakers in
their rooms if they possibly can.
Many commentators ridicule multi-
channel music today, but | concur
with Bob Stuart of Meridian who has
said that today's hi-fi buffs have to
‘unlearn’ listening in stereo. I've been |
through that learning curve myself
during the past 18 months, together |
with many colleagues at work who
were equally sceptical that multi-
channel was worth having. Once
you've lived with it there's no going
back - a terrifying thought for
today's enthusiasts who'd like to
believe they've got the best hi-fi that
money can buy!
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Turntables
Sovereign - £3850
Resolution - £1970
Aurora Gold - £1470
Aurora - £997
Aurora - Lroup test winner i
What Hi-F? %llfﬂfdbl«‘ group
Y % %k comparison
Tonearms
Conqueror - £2500
Hlustrious - £1570

Voted “"best sound” o
- - OL1 Fully modified - £359
in the ultimate test y

You may know decks with great engincering or great looks - however, if it's the best
sound quality that you want as well, then one make stands out in the crowd. Voted
best sounding room at a large international show, people recognized the superb
performance given by the Origin Live turntable and toncarm above many big names. Southampron. SO19 2PB. UK
Sometimes you wonder who or what to trust in reviews and awards - we have great Tel / ;'MP 03};;0 S78877 )
reviews and awards but the ultimate award has to be what a large number of impartial 51 originlive@originlive.com
members of the public decide, based on what they hear. Why not arrange an audition . 9

for yourselt now at onc of our specialized dealers.

A number of reviewers have described the above
arms as the best they have heard - period!

Origin Live, Unit 5, 362b Spring Road, Sholing.

Affordable High Performance
Phono Awplifier from
Trichord Research

Dino

Moving Coil
Moving Magnet
Switchable Gain
Switchable Loading

Super Regulators . ;
Discrete Output Stage Tel: +44 (0)1684 311600

Upgradeable Power Supply www.TRichordresearch.com
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Uber Alles?

Sennheiser’'s brand new HD 650 is its flagship dynamic headphone, claimed to he the best
the legendary German company has ever done. Can fan David Price tunes in...

e princely sum of £299.95
uys you Sennheiser’s best
ever dynamic headphones —
allegedly. Being a long-term
follower of the marque, |
was intrigued. | bought my
first pair of HD400s in 1980 with the
proceeds from my after-school car
washing business, and upgraded
through the range to the HD600s,
which | used with the original
Musical Fidelity X-CANS as my sole
music transducers when | last lived in
Japan a few years back. So 'm pretty
well versed in this company’s prod-
ucts, and was fascinated to try the
HD650s.

My problem with the HD60Os is
their analytical nature, something that
rather comes with the territory with
this brand. Although in many ways an
extremely capable can with
tremendous resolving power, there’s
a certain mechanical feel to them.
This is precisely what Sennheiser
have set out to eliminate with the
*650, thanks to the millions of Euros
spent in R&D. The company has
taken new technology developed for
its £1,000 MKH40 broadcast
microphone to reduce distortion and
deliver unprecedented clarity, while
the sound balance is said to be based
on the £10,0000 Sennheiser
Orpheus.

They feel exquisite. At 260g
they're quite substantial, but are
superbly finished — I'd say they're the
best I've ever encountered - with
damped fibre frames, black stainless
steel grilles and a high-quality
titanium-silver finish. Inside, each side
sports Sennheiser's patented Duofol
transducers with two Mylar films per
side to make one rigid diaphragm,
with specially developed acoustic silk
for precise, uniform damping. The
coils themselves are ultra-light
Aluminium (Copper Clad Alloy
Wire), with Neodymium Iron
magnets in a sophisticated
magnet/diaphragm design for
controlled long excursions with very
low distortion. Three metres of
connecting cable is used, which is
detachable, made from highly
conductive OFC copper for

maximum signal transmission and
Kevlar-reinforced for strength.
Sennheiser says this gives very low
handling noise (i.e. sensitivity to
structure-borne sound.The result is
that the capsules are made to the
finest tolerances (within £ | dB), and
used in hand-picked pairs.
Sennheiser claims a frequency
response of 16-30,000 Hz
(t 1dB), and quoted
impedance is 300 ohms.
All this would be
of dubious use if it
was painful to wear
- | still remember
the coiled cable of
Beyer’s DT990
causing me consid-
erable amounts of
grief as it constantly
tugged at one side of
my head! Fortunately the
HDé650s are about as
comfortable as big hi-fi
headphones can be.The
elliptical design sits
easily on the ears
with the soft
padding
excerpting
2.5N of
contact
pressure —
not as sylph-like as Sennheiser’s
£29.95 PX-100s (which | wore for 10
hours back on the plane from Las
Vegas recently), but not bad at all!
Sonically, they're better than the
HD600 by no small amount.
Interestingly, they actually sound
quite soft at first — which the ‘600s
do not — and seem to open up and
get more expressive as the listening
continues. Daft Punk’s 'All Around
the World’ showed their wonderfully
musical nature. Bass was slightly
stronger and fuller than the HD600s,
but emphatically more fluid and
articulate. Midband was obviously
smoother and more subtle, with
better low level detailing and a
greater sense of atmosphere (the
HD600s sound like they have
"brickwall filcer’ which lops off all low
level signals, by comparison). Again
though, it was a softer tone, allied to

wiwww.hi-fivworid.coek

greater expression
that impressed me. This made for
a more emotional listen on jazz
recordings such as Herbie Hancock’s
"The Prisoner’ — it was more
beguiling and seductive, rather than
being just plain 'impressive’ as the
HD#600s are. Another boon was the
treble, which was by no means as
perfunctory as the HD600s. Again, it's
more atmospheric, ‘spacey’, lucid and
ever so slightly sweeter.

! have a feeling that no
Sennheiser headphone will ever be
rich, creamy and euphonic — just in
the same way that a new Mercedes
Benz lacks the 'big time sensuality’ of
a classic Jaguar - but the HD650s are
a brilliantly judged do-it-all solution
to the modern headphone
problematic. Essentially, they're just
comfortable and neutral - precisely
how it should be. | also love the fact
that — given a decent headphone amp
like a Musical Fidelity X-CANS v3 -
they give you insight that you'd have
to pay literally thousands to get from
loudspeakers (think: Martin Logan
Clarity, Quad 988). Excellent.

review

VERDICT 00000

The best dynamic headphones we‘ve
heard so far, bar none.

SENNHEISER HD650 £299.95
Sennheiser

0)-+44 (0)800 652 5002
www.sennheiser.co.uk
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definitive audio

Peddlers of fine wares, including:

Record players: SME models 10, 20 and 30; Kuzma;
Nottingham Analogue; Michell; VPI; Living Voice Mystic Mat.
Arms: Rega; SME Series IV and V; Kuzma inc Airline; Triplanar.
Cartridges: VanDenHul, Kuzma; Reson; Cartridge Man; Benz-Micro;
Kondo.

Amplifiers: Kondo; Border Patrol; Canary; Sugden; Art Audio;
Monarchy; Western Electric; Icon; Tom Evans Audio Designs.
CD Players: Resolution Audio; Wadia; Sugden.
Louspeakers: Living Voice; Vitavox.

Cables and Tables: Kondo; Living Voice.

We now have the lovely Eastern Electic "MINI MAX" line
preamp at £800 for the standard configuration, or £1200 for the
Definitive Audio magic dust version.

Sale of part exchanged and ex-dem items Sale  New

Clearaudio Insider Wood Reference - moving coil cartridge - a long name for

a small thing (10 hours only ) £4000 £7500
EAR MC3 moving coil step up transformer - 4/12/40 ohm compatibility

(i.e ideal for Ortofons) - better than your active moving coil input!! £500 €750
Canary Audio 303 pwer amps - glorious £5000 £7600
Canary Audio 309 power amps - glorious - as new - dem use only £7000 £10000
Canary Audio 601 pre-amp - as new - dem use only - fabulous £2500 £3200
ATC 50A loudspeakers - walnut - scuffed cabinets otherwise perfect - bargain £2000 £5500
Tom Evans Groove - 500 ohm, 0,2 mV - perfect - 1 week of use £1500 £1850
Horning Agathon - 98dB 2 way hom - Mahogany - new PM6As (alnico) £1400 £3850
Ruark Crusader II - April 2000 very good condition £900 £1800
AudioNote (UK) M3 pre-amp - line only £2000 €£3700
Audio Innovations P2 phono stage - standard, unmodified - collectors item  £700
Roksann Xerxes Cognoscenti - black marble finish, very tidy £600

Audio Innovations 1st Audio - 8 Watt 2A3 4pin - collector's item - joy £900
Nottingham Analogue - Mentor with LV Mystic Mat - spotless £1400 £2900
Avid Acutus turntable - 10 hours use if that, perfect. £4000 £6500
Avid Volvere Sequel tumtable - sealed box new £3000 £3500

Tel: 0115 973 3222 Fax: 0115 973 3666
internet: www.definitiveaudio.co.uk email: shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk

The BorderPatrol P20

‘One of the best music appreciation devices
available.’

Jason Kennedy Hi-Fi Choice Summer 2002.
EDITORS CHOICE

Full details on the P20 and other BorderPatrol
amplifiers and power supplies can be found on line
at www.borderpatrol.net

Tellfax 00 44 (0) 1242 717171
e-mail bp@borderpatrol.net

www.borderpatrol.net Borderﬂ@@ﬁ‘ﬁ'@ﬂ
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AvdioVenue

bespoke audio visual consultants

36 Queen St. Maidenhead
Berkshire SL6 IHZ

ole28 633 995

info@audiovenue.co.uk

The finest showroom...
The finest products

Selection of our partners... Arcam *+ Artcoustic *+ Audio Access *
Audio Analogue * Audioquest * Audio Research *+ BCD Enginzering *
Beyerdynamic * Bryston ¢+ Bose *+ Boston « Chord Cables *+ Clearaudio
* Copland * Crestron * Definitive Technology * Denon * Draper
Screens * Final + Fujitsu Plasma ¢+ Graaf + Krell * Harman Kardon +
Integra Research * KEF + Lexicon * Uinn Classic * Uiving Control «
Loewe televisions * Michell Engineering * Miller & Kreisel « Monitor
Audio * Musical Fidelity * Mzrtin Logan * Nad + Nordost *+ Nakamichi
* Onkyo * Opera * Ortofon * Panasonic plasma * Parasound *
Ploneer plasma * PMC * Primare *+ Proceed + Project «+ QED + Quad
* Quadraspire + REL * Revel + Revox Screens + Roksan * Runco *
Sennhesier + SME + Sonus Faber * Spendor * Stands Unique *
Stewart Screens * Straightwise + Sumiko * Tag Mclaren + Townshend
Audio * Theta * Transparent Audio * Unison Research * Vienna
Acoustics + Vutec Screens * Wilson Audio and other leading
components and accessories

Word RadicdRsiets

www.audiovenue.co.uk
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The Sun Rising

Rlbert Lee hasks in the reflected glow of Origin Live’s brand new Aurora Gold turntable,
complete with Origin Live OL1 pick up arm...

hat is a record player
supposed to do? This
may seem like an
extremely basic ques-
tion, but you will be
surprised to hear
that many audiophiles have been
either mislead or simply do not
understand the subject. Therefore,

we will start with this premise:

A wurntable has a difficult job to
do.The music is contained within a
piece of vinyl with a helical groove
cut into it. The equipment (cartridge
and pickup arm) has to trace this
groove without distorting the signal,
leaving the groove (mistracking) or
damaging the vinyl in any way. The
record deck also has to withstand
outside interference such as
airborne, structure borne vibration
and radio frequency interference. It
also has the distinctly difficult task of
using our poor mains system at any
time of the day or night. (Night time
is probably the best time to listen to
our systems, due to the 230-volt
supply being less corrupted by mains
borne interference, while the
ambient noise level is considerably
lower.) Yet the most difficult job is to

turn at the selected speed with
absolutely nc fluctuation at all — a
tricky task for the design engineer as
there are many varying conditions. In
addition, with DC motors the
designer has to compensate for
stylus drag, as this adversely affects
the speed, in addition to back EMF
from the motor. The DC power
supply for the motor has to be
designed to operate with a poor
mains supply and a good 240-volt
supply as well!

Origin Live is one of a select few
manufacturers that understands this
problematic mire. It is possibly one
of the finest design engineering
companies (for turntabies and pick-
up arms) in this country. Mark
Baker’s team is such that each
engineering problem is thoroughly
thought about before any action is
taken. This type of design team is
unusual (in the UK) for its prowess
in a range of extremely fine
products. Each one of Origin Lives
products are extremely well buil and
finished. And in addition to the
quality of build and firish are the
very well written and well-laid out
user manuals. After all, what good is

wwwrhi-fiwonldioomik

it to build the best equipment
available if the customer is unable to
assemble and run it

TECHNICAL OVERVIEW

The Origin Live Aurora Gold has an
innovative semi-suspended subchassis
design using one spring on the right
hand side of the subchassis under the
levelling device. This is to obviate any
form of external vibration reaching
the replay platform, and is achieved
by building the turntable in separate
sections. The benefit of this approach
is that it precludes the wow that
most other belt driven suspended
subchassis turntables suffer from.The
DC motor is isolated from the
turntable, in that it does not couple
with the chassis mechanically or
electrically, rather the motor stands
freely on the turntable support. The
whole lot weighs in at a very
respectable |0 kilograms, and
measures 410mm wide, 410mm
deep, and 145mm high. Note that this
figure includes an OLI pick up arm.
The bottom section of the
turntable is fashioned from a circular,
flat section piece of alloy and is fitted
with three conical rubber feet. On to
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UK SUBSCRIPTION £27

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

x—-----------------

YES! | want to subscribe to Hi-Fi World for:- 1

D £27.00 for 12 months

Your Details

Title Initial _Surname

Address

Post Code
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Start Issue

Delivery Address (if different)
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Tim de Pora’'s tubulor
NEW RESOLUTIONS -

-

ADVANCED DIGITAL SPECIAL __ﬂ :

REFERENCE |
STANDARD =:=&:_..—

e

SCWULDRING GR-1 TURNTABLE * SUGDEN FM MASTER

MARKET PLACE - 100s OF BARGAIN CLASSIFIEDS INSIDE!

Get your issue of hi-fi world
straight to your door!

Get to our amazing classified
ads first and grab a bargain!!

> Run by dedicated hi-fi engineers and
enthusiasts.

> Hi-Fi World has become famous for its
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this is
placed the main
bearing support
complete with pick
up arm mounting plate. Fhis is
isolated from the plinth (bottom
section) by the sprung suspension
components. Unusually, this
component has a damping pad
attached, which must not be
removed, or replaced otherwise
severe audio degradation will result.
This pad controls the mechanical
resonance of the pick up arm board
and the main bearing support. At this
time the motor should be placed as
the, extremely well written,
instruction manual suggests.

The DC motor is an "ironless”
design - Mark uses this type of
motor to obviate the phenomenon
known as cogging and to reduce back
EMF (which is difficult to control,
electronically, as the type of compen-
sation is constantly changing as the
vinyl is being played). The DC motor
is controlled by a load compensating
power supply. The Standard PSU
supplied with the Gold is the Ultra
Power supply, which has a blue light
emitting diode as the mains indicator
and has a three way rotary switch on
the front panel. First position is,
turntable stop, second is 33.33RPM
and the final position is 45RPM.
Underneath is an access hole to
enable the user to set the platter
speed accurately. Speed setting must
be done with a record being played,
to allow for stylus drag. The standard
transformer is a 9 volt | amp ‘wall
wart’, although the optiona! £175
upgrade is a great deal larger.

Sub-platter material is fashioned
from an accurately machined slab of
Acrylic material. The main bearing is
manufactured from extremely high-

grade steel
and is machined to a
very tight tclerance. Lubrication is
taken care of by the (sparing use of)
supplied Arctic military specified oil.
The platter is profiled to enable vinyl
to sit on it correctly and to make the
task of removing a record very easy.
Platter material is high grade acrylic
and has been machined really well.
Drive is taken from the motor to the
platter via a ground, flat section,
rubber belt.

Setting the turntable up was a
relatively simple task. |t is best
achieved by siting the turntable on
the record deck support, as it is
difficult to move the turntable once
the motor is put into position.
However, | will add that the pick up
arm should be placed on the run owt
of a record to level the turntable as
the centre of gravity is altered with
the arm in this position.

THE LISTENING

Ry Cooder’s 'Bop Till You Drop’ was
first on the Aurora Gold, and | have
to say that the sound was glorious -
with a wide, extremely deep and
very tall stereo image pouring out of
the monitors. | was completely taken
by surprise. all of the instruments
were clearly etched in space and |
could almost ‘see’ the musicians! The
rhythm section was clearly driving
the band along, with the perspective
lucidly displayed.

James Brown’s ‘Get Up Offa
That Thing” was next on the platzer,
with no less amazing results. Bass
lines were clearly discernible -
Bootsy Collins certainly plays like a
man possessed and he puts some
very subtle phrasing into his work,
which | had never heard before until

www:hisfiworld couk

trying the Aurora.

Bass from this record deck
is full, without being
overblown, with the bass to

midrange balance being
extremely
smooth, and the
midrange to
treble transition one of
the smoothest | have ever
heard. Unlike Linn’s LP12,
for example, it’s a very
even sounding device.
The aural perspective is
very natural, in that the
musicians seem to be placed
at one point in the image,
but as they play they move
in front of the microphones -
best evinced by listening to
Carmen by Bizet. The Deutsch
Grammophon issue was a
magnificent portrayal of opera at its
finest. Again, the stereo image was
one of the best displays of the mix
engineer’s craft.

Throughout this recording, the
stylus was able to track the music
with absolute security. As the
soprano solo part started, the singer
seemed to be floating to the left of

REFERENCE SYSTEM:
CROWN DC300A power amplifiers (three in a tri-amp
configuration)

ATC SCM35 floorstanding passive loudspeakers
Custom built passive preamplifier

Ortofon MC25FL moving coil cartridge

OL RB250 pickup arm

Trichord Dino phonostage

Connectronics Musiflex cables

Custom built loudspeaker cables for the tri-amp rig
Complete isolated mains supply through its own fuse
box with MK socketry

centre in the image and her voice
was one of the most breath-taking it
has been my privilege to listen to!

At this point in the review, |
introduced the larger transformer in
the listening chain and this produced
no small improvement. The image
seemed to expand in all dimensions,
with a larger punch at the upper bass
to lower midrange. Kick drum was
certainly felt in my chest and | could
tell the difference between ride and
crash cymbals! The stereo
reproduction was a lot smoother, not
to the point of becoming mushy - the
sound seemed just right.

| then substituted another
component - the OLI standard arm
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“The Pathos Acoustics Classic One is one of the
finest sounding amps | have ever heard, of any
era, from anywhere. . .”

Sam Tellig - Stereophile, Nov 2003

UKD Ltd.

23 Richings Way
lver

Bucks

Tel: 01753 652669

www.ukd.co.uk
post@ukd.co.uk
A SYMBOL OF PRECISON
‘.

Tel: 020 8953 0771
Michell Engineering Ltd, Fax: 020 8207 4688
2 Theobald St, Borehamwood, Email: info@michell-engineering.co.uk
Herts, WD6 4SE Web: www.michell-engineering.co.uk
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was replaced with a completely
rewired OL| arm.The difference
between this arm and a standard unit
is quite impressive, and this arm and
turntable combination made my jaw
drop in amazement. Again the image
became obviously clearer - it was
very good before, but with the
higher specified arm, it was
exemplary. | listened for a further day
until | was so tired (emotionally and
physically) | had to get some sleep. |
went to sleep with an enormous
smile on my face with Supertramp’s
‘Crime of the Century’ ringing in my
ears.

CONCLUSION

This is one of the few turntables |
could listen to for days at a time
with no hint of listening fatigue. It
possesses the ability to present the

music as it was recorded. It produces
an extremely wide deep stereo
image into which is placed all of the
musical clues. Pace is second to none
along with precision and an
extremely believable sound stage.
Even with the least expensive pick up
arm, this turntable projects an image
that at times is frighteningly realistic.
Acoustic guitar and solo violin are

www.li-fiwerld.co.uk

1 PRICING
Origin Live Aurora Gold turntable
Upgrade transformer

| (less £15 if purchased with deck) OL1
OL1 rewired

reproduced precisely in the position
they were recorded or mixed at. The
Aurora Gold's neutrality shows the
difference between pick up arms
with ease. (More on this subject next
month.) Disc surface noise is almost
inaudible, and this combined with the
turntable’s neutrality strengthened
the illusion that Ry Cooder was
really in my living room. Even with a
mid-price pickup cartridge, the
strengths of this combination are
easily apparent. The highest
complement | can give is that |
enjoyed the music. Overall, an
extremely fine piece of engineering
with factory support of the highest
orger. | can recommend this record
deck with complete confidence.

VERDICT 90000

Another exquisitely engineered turntable
from Origin Live, with superlative sound
to match.

MARCH 2004 HI-FI WORLD & COMPUTER AUDIO

ORIGIN LIVE AURORA

GOLD/OL1 £1,594

©+44 (0)2380 578877
www.originlive.com

£1.470 |
£175
£124
£359
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DEMONSTRATION ROOM AT 12A SPRING GARDENS, NEWPORT PAGNELL, MILTON KEYNES,
BUCKS MK16 OEE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY - CALL FOR DETAILS ON 01908 218836

ﬁe Kecl82 is out latest introduction for the true beginner and designed by Andy

Grove. A simple and elegant design based on the classic ECL82 valve, a triode
and power pentode sharing the same glass envelope. The amplifier consists of two
ECL82s per channel, the triode sectons work as the input/phase splitter and the
pentode sections work in push-pull for the output stage. The amplifier offers 8
watts into an 8 ohm load, the hum level is extremely low, comparison to solid
state standards. The chassis is constructed of |.6mm mild steal with a black
powder coat finish. there is only one signal input pair controlled at the front by a
volume control for that simple touch. The speaker connects are the standard
4mm banana type, positioned at the rear, as are the mains input which is received
through an IEC lead, mains switch and earth post.We have made the construction
as simple as is humanly possible with comprehensive instructions. The circuitry is
based on a single printed circuit board. Ultimately this kit is for the guy who has
always fancied a go at building a kit. but never dared. Simon Pope says, " it's a
great introduction to the valve sound. For it's humble price it delivers a full and
rich sound with great detail and good depth." Kecl82 weighs 9kg. External
dimensions are 30cm(w)x23.5cm(d)x | | cm(h)

World Audio
TS design

£ W

These are our new 6550 series amplifiers. A pure class A design T)roviding 40
watts into a 8 ohm load.(available in a 4 ohm version if required) A truely high
end design by Andy Grove, using Svetlana 6550Cs in push-pull (any 6550 or
KT88 tube can be used with this amp). it features valve rectification (5U4) a
choke pi filter power supply and is hard wired. Weighs |9kg with dimensions

390mm(w) x 330mm(d) x 190mm(h) with valves or 220mm(h) with cage. Simon
Pope says - "If you favour attack and rhythmic grip, together with a smoothness
of sound that's incredibly easy to live with, the KiT6550 could well be the kit
amp for you. The 6550 is one for those who like a valve sound married to the
attack and clout of a good quality solid state design”.

Ge Kel84 features a pair of EL84 valves per channel in push-pull configuration.
They give |5 watts into an 8 ohm load. The output transformers are Ultra
Linear. Up front the ECF80 input/phase splitter valve has an extremely smooth
sound. The Kei84 has very low hum, for simplicity the kit is built on a printed
circuit board. A strong steel chassis is fronted by a 3mm anodised front panel
and attractive chromed custom made knobs. There are five line level inputs,
plus one monitor input. with a tape output included, alt controlled from the
front panel. At the rear is a mains switch/IEC power input. earth post, phonos,
and 4mm bannana sockets. Simon Pope says, "The quality that can be gleaned
from this amp is a fine introduction to the joys of the valve sound. The Kel84
will highlight all the intricacies and depth of detail in your favourite recordings
whilst retaining a warmth and fullness that is almost exclusive to pure valve
amps and is rare at this price point.” Kel84 weighs |0kg. External dimensions
with valves are 300mm(w) x 270mm(d) x 150mm(h).

The 2A3 PSE integrated amplifier offers a seriously hi-end sound, but without the
cost usually associated with single-ended amplifiers. The stereo chassis houses, on
the output, 2 x 2A3 in paralle! single ended configuration and a single 6SN7 as
the driver tube per channel. The valve rectified power supply consists of a 5U4
and a |0h choke. This feedbackless design provides 8.5watts into an 8 ohm load,
so a good sensitivity speaker is required above 90dB. It can accept 6 line-level
inputs fully controllable from the front panel. We provide the excellent Alps Blue
potentiometer as standard. The amplifier is hard wired so plenty of scope for
tweaking in the future. Simon Pope says,"The 2A3 PSE is extremely impressive
piece of kit. good imaging, wide sound stage, nicely extended on the high
frequency and tremendous bass thump. Weight - 20kg, external dimensions with
valves fitted - 390mm(w) x 360mm(d) x 220mm(h)
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The PRE-Il is a valve pre-amplifier with six inputs, tape monitor and two sets of
output sockets. It utilises a high quality line driver transformer and x5 gain. The
PHONO-Il is a dedicated valve phono stage that incorporates a step-up
transformer for MC users. Finally, PSU-Il is a power supply unit that feeds both
the PRE-Il and PHONO-II.

Power Supply Unit (PSU-II) £205.00
Pre-amplifier (PRE-I1) £215.00
Phono Stage (PHONO-II) £110.00
Moving coil step-up transformer £77.00

Passive pre-amplifier (PAS-11) £235.00

KiT34 is a 32 watt stereo valve integrated amplifier, featuring a pair of EL34s, in
push-pull mode, per channel, plus an ECF80 pentode/triode as input/phase
splitter. The power supply is valve rectified (2 x 5U4). using a heavy duty choke
to achieve exceptional smoothing. The output transformers are 14% Ultra Linear
tapped to keep distortion down to its lowest level and the kit is totally hard
wired utilising three tag boards. It has five line level inputs, plus a tape-in and

tape out, all controllable from the front. Simon Pope says, This integrated bring
together the best sonic virtues of our KiT88, %el34 and top of the range 300B PSE
in an affordable package. The nighlights of the sound are a deep and taut bass
response. together with an open and highly detailed mid and high frequency
response that only the best valve designs can achieve... a true valve classic. "Weight
22kg, External dimensions with valves fitted - 390mm(w) x 360mm(d) x 210mm(h)

Our Parallel Single Ended amplifiers offer ultimate
sound quality Each monobloc has two of the
beautfully linear 300B directly heated triode in
its output stage, producing 20 watts into an 8
ohm load. At the front we have a 6AU6
pentode and an ECCB82 as the driver valve.
This design utilises a 5U4 rectifier valve in
the power supply,in combination with a
10H choke, giving an extremely quiet
supply. Both mains and output
transformers we E/l pattern.

For purists, feedback is switchable and
the kit is totally hard-wired. For those that
require valves we provide the superb Tesla
300Bs, Russian 5U4s and European 6AU6s &
ECCB82. Simon Pope says,"Not to put too fine a
point on it, the sound these monoblocs create is
among the finest that can be encountered in hi-fi."” Our
300B PSE kit bears an affordabie price of £895.00 (UK price) excluding valves. Each

monabloc weighs 23kgs., external dimensions with valves: \
25cm(w) x 38cmid) x 22em(h) per monobloc.

The 300B PP monobloc shares the same
look and chassis as the 300B PSE monobloc.
The 3008 PP kit has been created for
those who prefer a bit more dynamics
and drive to their valve sound.With a
pair of 300Bs in push-pull configu-
ration providing 26 watts output,

these beauties will drive most

modern loudspeakers to perfection.

Andy Grove's design is totally

feedbackless, using a 6AU6 pentode

as the input valve and a 5687 as the

phase splitter, the power supply uses
a Russian 5U4 for rectification. The kit is constructed by
point to point wiring so some experience ‘s required. 300B PSE owners do have
the option ro buy the conversion kit for £250.00 to turn their monoblocs to
push-pull status. Each monobloc weighs 23kg.

ﬁle HD83 headphone amplifier is a beautifully simple design using Mullard

ECL83 valves, a triode and power pentode housed in the same envelope. It
works directly from any source, be it CD, tape, tuner etc., or from an amplifier's
tape out or pre-amp out sockets. The circuit uses high specification E/l output
transformers that will drive any headphone load from 6 ohms to over 300
ohms depending on how the secondaries are wired up. The HD83 is a single-
ended design with the power pentode wired up in triode configuration for
added sonic purity, and it is as quiet as a mouse. For sound quality Jon Marks
says," The bass is punchy and controlled without becoming artificial, while
treble has the crispness of the best solid-state, with the tonal purity, delicacy
and speed associated with valves.” External dimensions 18cm(w) x30em(l) x
8cm (h) weight 4kg.

World Audio

o
- deacgu

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk

MARCH 2004 HI-FI WORLD & COMPUTER AUDID 65

World .Audio



orld Audio
design

PROEBAEBLY THE EBEST
PBDIVY KITS 1IN THE WORLD

DEMONSTRATION ROOM AT 12A SPRING GARDENS, NEWPORT PAGNELL, MILTON KEYNES,

120/240V operation

KIT6550/KAT6550 mains transformers

2 inch stack, 130mm(h)x } 20mm(w)x 1 35mm(])
drop through fitting with zinc cap. Secondaries
425V-0V-425V, 350mA, OV-5V, 6A, 3.15V-0V-3.15V,
9A. Suitable for 120V & 240Vac opeation

KEL84 mains transformer

1.5 inch stack, 90mm(h)x 80mm(w)x 95Smm(d)
drop through fitting with zinc cap. Secondaries:
0V-240V 300mA, 3.15V-0V-3.15V, 5.5A, suitable for

KIT34/KAT34/KIT6550/KAT6550 choke
1.25 inch stack, 65mm(h)x105mm(w) with ficting
holes x 60mm(d), clamp fitting, 2.5 H, 350mA

300B PSE mains E/l transformer
130mm(h) x 9Smm(w) x | 15mm(d).
drop through fitting with zinc cap.

T

KIT34/KAT34 mains transformer

2.5 inch stack, 120mm(h)x | 15mm(w)x95mm(d),
drop through fitting with zinc cap,Secondaries
365V - OV - 365V,300mA/0V - SV, 6A/3.15V - OV -
3,15V, 7.5A. Suitable for 120/240V operation.

HD83 mains toroidal transformer
80mm dia. x 35mm(h). Secondaries: OV-
165V,75mA/3. | 5V-0V-3.15V, 1 A, suitable for
120/240V operation

PSU-1l mains toroidal transformer
80mm dia. x 35mm(h). Secondaries: OV-
270V,60mA/OV-10V,2A, suitable for 120/240V
operation

2A3 PSE mains transformer:

2.Sinch stack, on a 120 size lamination,
120mm(h)x 1 | Smm(w)x95mm(d), drop through
fitting with zinc plated transformer caps.
Secondary winding: 370V-0V-370V, 250mA, OV-5V,
3A, 0V-4V, 2A x4. Suitale for
110V/120V/220V/230V operation. Can be used
for a valve rectified, dc heater (2A3), dc regulated
heater(input valve) stereo 2A3 PSE/PP amplifier.

TRANSI| mains toroidal transformer
95mm dia. x SOmm(h). Secondaries: OV-
370V,150mA/0V-6.3V,3.5A 300B E/l choke
65mm(h) x 70mm(d) x 80mm({w) open frame

ficting, I0H, 180mA, KECL82 mains transformer:

1.25inch stack, on a 29 size lamination,
80mm(wide)x70mm(height)x70mm(depth), frame
type 2 hole fixing. Secondary winding: OV-185V,
200mA, 0V-6.3V, 3.5A. Suitale for
110V/120V/220V/230V operation. Good for low

KEL84 E/l choke
0.5 inch stack, 40mm(h)x 35mm(d)x 70mm(w)
clamp fitting, |H, 250mA

Secondaries: 380V-0V-380V, 180mA/150-0V-150V,  PSU-II E/l power amp, solid state rectification achieves a HT
25mAJOV-5Y, | 2A/0V-5V, |.2A/0V-5V,3A/3.15V-0V-  40mm(h) x 35mm(d) x 70mm (w) clamp fitting,  of 240Vdc. Could be used for ECL82 PP/PSE
3.15V,0.4A suitable for 120/240V operation I15H, 20mA stereo amp.
- - T — ” 2 CHOKES — _— — = .~ ]
MAINS T -HOKE — | S _ I

(KIT6550/KAT6550 E/l 16% TAPPED UL
push-pull output transformer 2 inch stack, 80mm
(w) x 95mm(l) x 100mm(h), drop through fitting
with zinc cap. Primary-secondary 4.5K, 16% UL
tapped. Secondary 4 Or 8 ohm, pls specify on
order. max output 45 watts, max current |80mA,
valves, KT88, 6550 etc

KEL84 E/t Ultra Linear push-pull output
transformer

KIT34/KAT34 E/l 14% tapped Ultra Linear
push-pull output transformer

2 inch stack, 80mm(w)x95mm(l)x | 00mm(h), drop
through fitting with zinc cap. Primary-secondary
6.4K, 14% UL taps, Secondary 8ohm, max output
34watts, max current 150mA, valves EL34, 6L6,
6CA7

HD83 E/l single ended output transformer
40mm(w)xS0mm(l) xSSmm(h).

KECLS82 PP output transformer

ECL82 push-pull ultra finear. linch stack, on a 29
size lamination,
80mm(wide)x70mm(height)x60mm(depth), frame
type 2 hole fixing. Primary 7.5Kohm, secondary
8ohms. Max current 85mA,

Good for numerous low output pentode valves in
push-pull configuration.

300B PP E/l push-pull output transformers

valves EL84 etc

pre-amp stage

1.25 inch stack, 76mm(h)x 65mm(w)x 76mm(d)
Primary - seondary, 8K with 12.5% UL tap -
8ohms, max o/p- | Swatts, max current | S50mA

KIT88/KAT88 E/I push-pull output transformer
80mm(w)x95mm(l)x | 00mm(h). Primary-secondary
10K - 8ohms, max o/p-40watts, max current-
160mA valves-KT88, 6550, EL34

Pre-Il E/l driver transformer
80mm(w)x60mm(l) x65mm(h). 6:1 step down
transformer, max current-10mA valves-6922 etc

Primary-secondary 4K - 4 x 64ohms
windings, max o/p- | watts, max current-25mA
valves-ECL83 etc

2.5inch stack, on a size 120 lamination.
130mm(h)x95mm(w)x | | Smm(d) drop through
fitting with zinc plated cap. Primary impedance 4K,
secondary 6ohm.Will suit 300Bs, 2A3s etc in
300B PSE E/l parallel single ended output push-pull configuration.
transformer

130mm(h) x 9Smm(w) x | | 5mm(d).
drop through fitting with zinc cap.

Primary K5 Secondary 8R, output .

L B4 -

o i["i'.‘j(" (g ¥ &L'g_" » E i:ﬁ
[EEEEIKECLE? Printed Circuit Board 200mmiw) x1 40a (il WSS

Kel84 Printed Circuit Board 280mm(w) x 135mm(l)x |.émm(d).

[ERBE/KaTa8 Printed Circuit Board 140mm(w) x 310mm(l) X AN

Kel34 Printed Circuit Board 140mm(w) x 310mm({l) x 2.4mm(d),

BRI Circuit Board (a pair) 120mm(w) x 21 Sl 2 Y

HD83 Printed Circuit Board 140mm(w) x 160mm(l) x 1.6mm(d).

B UL Printed Circuit Board 105mm(w) x 1 30mm(l) x (GG

PRE-11 Printed Circuit Board |105mm(w} x 130mm{l) x |.6mm(d,

2A3 PSE E/l output transformer:

2A3 parallel single ended transformer, 2 inch stack,
78 size lamination. Primary impedance is 2.5K,
secondary impedence is 4ohm or 8ohm, max

current is 100mA. Output is 8.5Watts. E’mu Circuit Board 105mm{w) X 130
i = = Ll 1

v

Hi-Fi World in Malaysia at Millennium Hi-Fi & Av. Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Hi-Fi World is e distributethrgugh_ good bookshops and newstands in Malaysia. For back issues,
general enquiries and advertising, contact Simon Chang at Millonnium HiFi & Av,

Also available are
Michell, TrichorJ,

Millennium Hi-Fi & Av

roducts by World Audjo Design,
ngf er oné’ ReTLm lou speokegrs.

500-1-3 First Floor, Wisma Indah [‘Shen Court),
Jalan Tun Razak 50400 K.1.

tel: 603 9283 8171 fax: 603 9281 3762

137 Jalan Pendekar 2, Taman Skut?oi Baru, 81300 Skudai, Johor DT
fel: 407 554 5171 Tax: 607 554 7645

e-mail: info@millennium-audio.com
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These are expert kits, not for the inexperienced. You must be able to soider and read a circuit diagram. The valve m

kits contain lethal voltages. We cannot be held responsible for any errors arising from the construction of these kits.
; order omn owr website @

UK OVERSEAS
(inc vat & catringe) (exc. wat A carrisge)

Kecl82 (8 ohm) Kecl82 (with valves) a £195.00 £170.00
2A3PSE with valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pls specify) 2A3 PSE (with valves) a £570.00 £485.00
2A3PSE without valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pls specify) 2A3 PSE (without valves) a £470.00 £400.00
KaT6550 with valves (4ohm or 8ohm, plis specify) KaT6550 (with valves) a £580.00 £495.00
KaT6550 without valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pls specify) KaT6550 (without valves) a £450.00 £380.00
KiT6550 with valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pls specify) KiT6550 (with valves) a £615.00 £525.00
KiT6550 without valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pls speciiy) KiT6550 (without valves) a £485.00 £415.00
KaT34 with valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pls specify) KAT34(with valves) a £480.00 £410.00
KaT34 without valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pls specify) KAT34(without valves) a £415.00 £354.00
KiT34 with valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pls specify) KiT34 (with valves) m] £515.00 £440.00
KiT34 without valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pls specify) KiT34 (without valves) a £450.00 £385.00
Kel84 with valves (8 ochm) Kel84 (with valves) a £298.00 £255.00
Kel84 without valves (8 ohm) Kel84 (without valves) u] £268.00 £230.00
PSUI! PSU - Il u] £205.00 £175.00
PREI PRE - Il m] £215.00 £185.00
PHONOII PHONO Il m] £110.00 £95.00
PASII PAS I m] £235.00 £200.00
Step ups transformers for MC use with PHONOI MC - step up (pair) a £80.00 £68.00
HDB83 with valves HD83 (with valves) a £195.00 £167.00
300BPSE with valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pls specify) 300B PSE (with valves) a £1197.00 £1020.00
300BPSE without valves (4dohm or 8ohm, pis specify) 300B PSE (no valves) a £895.00 £765.00
300BPP with valves (6 ohm) 300B PP (with valves) m] £1197.00 £1020.00
300BPP without valves (6 ohm) 300B PP (no valves) a £895.00 £765.00
300BPP conversion pack 300B PP (conversion pack) Q £250.00 £215.00

wat & carviage) (esc. vat & carrioge)

2A3 mains transformer 2A3 PSE mains T Q £115.00 £98.00
6550 mains transformer 6550 mains T a £120.00 £105.00
34 mains transformer KiT34 - mains T a £100.00 £85.00
kel84 mains transformer Kel84 - mains T a £60.00 £47.00
HD83 mains transformer HD83 - mains T a £40.00 £34.00
PSUIl mains transformer PSU-Il - mains T Q £40.00 £34.00
300B mains transformer 300B - mains T (each) a £115.00 £98.00
34/6550 choke KiT34 - choke u] £40.00 £34.00
kel84 choke Kel84 - choke a £20.00 £17.00
300B choke 300B choke u] £40.00 £34.00
2A3 PSE choke 2A3 PSE choke u] £40.00 £34.00
PSUII choke PSU-choke a £20.00 £17.00
6550 output transformer (4ohm or 8ohm) 6550 - O/P T (pair) Q £130.00 £112.00
34 output transformer (4ohm or 8ohm) 34 - O/P T (pair) a £130.00 £112.00
kel84 output (8 ohm) Kel84 - O/P T (pair) a £90.00 £78.00
2A3 PSE output transformer (4ohm or 8ohm) 2A3 PSE O/P T (pair) Q £130.00 £112.00
HD83 output (multiload secondary) HD83 - O/P T(pair) u] £100.00 £86.00
PRE-II driver transformer PRE-II - driver T(pair) a £80.00 £68.00
300BPSE output transformer (4ohm or 8ohm) 300B PSE - O/P T (each) Q £110.00 £94.00
300BPP output transformer (6ohm) 300B PP - O/P T (each) u] £110.00 £94.00
kelg4 PCB Kelg84 - PCB a £30.00 £26.00
kel34 PCB Kel34 - PCB Q £12.00 £11.00
kel80 PCB Kel80 - PCB(pair) u] £52.00 £45.00
KECL82 PCB KECLS82 - PCB u] £25.00 £21.00
HD83 PCB HD83 - PCB a £20.00 £17.00
PSUII PCB PSU-Il - PCB a £20.00 £17.00
PREI PCB PRE-Il - PCB a £20.00 £17.00
PHONO!I PCB PHONO-II - PCB a £20.00 £17.00
tag board TAG Qa £4.00 £3.00
ALPS 50K dual potentiometer ALPS - 50K Q £14.00 £12.00
ALPS 100K dual potentiometer ALPS - 100K u] £14.00 £12.00
stepped attenuator (10K or 50K) Attenuator + resistor pack a £75.00 £65.00
LCR 22.5uF 440Vdc polyprop. Cap LCR - 22.5U a £10.00 £8.00
Jensen 0.47uF 630V, aluminium foil JEN - 0.47U 630V u] £20.00 £17.00
Safety gloves SAFETY GLOVES u] £25.00 £21.00
2A3PSE/6550/34 safety cage 2A3 PSE/34/6550 cage a £80.00 £68.00

Title Description Price {exc. Title Description Price {exc. Order from our Far East Distributor: ~ Millenium Hi-Fi & AV

VAT + Carriage) VAT + Cammiage)
1A40 40W EL34 integrated  £590.00 MB80 80W EL34 monobloc £1190.00 137 Jalan Pendekar 2, Taman Skudai Baru, 81300 Skudai, Johor DT, Malaysia
1A36 36W KT88 integrated £895.00 PA11  Valve pre-amplifier £699.00 Tel: 07 554 5171 - Fax: 07 554 7645 - email:mha8 @pd jaring.my

P20A 20W 5881 power amp £795.00 PH11  Vaive phono dage for PA11  £199.00

Tel/Fax: 01908 218 836

NAME: | enclose cheque/postal order for £ made payable
‘ - e — to World Audio Publishing Ltd. | wish to pay by Mastercard / Visa /Switch/ Solo.

ADDRESS: — Please debit my account no:
(OO0 00O0 00O Lot (0oom)
POSTCODE:  Expiry Date: Signature:
COUNTRY: (Switch/Solo only) Valid Date: IssueNo._____ ( []DD )
TEL. (DAY): (Visa/Mastercard only) Security number - last three digits of number on signature strip. .

Prices were correct at time of print, 01/01/04 they are subject to change ]
It you wish for a built item, please phone for a quote / Valves included except where otherwise stated.)if you would like a data sheet on any of the kits, please write a ‘D’ in the gty box VISA « J {
[

WARNING - World Audio Publishing Ltd. accept no responsibility for kits, parts or modifications made or supplied by third parties.Order on our website www.worldaudiodesign.co.uk
Please send your completed order form to: WORLD AUDIC PUBUSHING LTD 12a Spnng Gardens, Newport Pagnell, Mitton Keynes, Bucks MK16 OFE
Tet/Fax: 0190€ 218836 e-mail oraers@woridaudiodesgr Uk
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WE MHNAVE OVER 30O TITLES ON OFFERINN
DIO ELECTRONIC THEORY BOOKS

Electronics made Simple

by lan Sinclair

This books covers the basic theory and
principles of electronics. A good read
for the beginner.

Code No 1420

£12,99 ¢ £2.50 P&P (UK)

ELECTRONICS

MADE SIMPLE

2 %

NVY

1A ot

Build your own Electronic Test
Instruments

by Electktor

This book contains designs for |7
measuring instruments. seven generators
and analysers, ten miscellaneous instru-
ments and a number of test ancillaries
and auxiliaries. The designs range from a
simple mutticore cable designs contain a
special printed circuit, drawing of which
are given in an appendix.

Code No. 1400

£15.95 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

| o
Electronic test
Instruments

I Audio Measurements

oot Crowhars

e Famous compendium of measurement
and test techniques for audio reproduc.
ton equipment of the tube era includes
discussion of all instruments needed.
Covers amps, transformers, preamps,
turntables, changers, tonearms, car-
tridges. tape recorders.

e Code No.1830

£13.95 + £2.00 P&P(UK)

Inside The
Vacuum Tube

Build your own High-End Audio
Equipment

by Elecktor

Build your own High-End Audio equip-
ment contains construction projects for
solid state preamplifiers and power
amplifiers, actve cross-over filters. an
active subwoofer,a mono/stereo
compressor and a headphone amplifier.
Code No, 1390

£14.95 ¢+ £2.50 P&P (UK)

The LP is back

by Audio Amatures

Your complete guide to LP care and
maintenance designed to offer you
everything useful for those who love
and enjoy this older music medium.
This covers the theory and care of
LPs and the electronics and mechan-
ics of its players.

154pp Paperback , Code No.1620
£8.00 ¢ £2.00 P&P (UK)

s8¢ \

Inside the Yacuum Tube { agiow FUSE DO

One of the most thorough (and funny)
books ever written on the way vacuum
tubes function. Rider's mastery of analo-
gies common to most of us makes the
book especially useful to those who |
want to learn about vacuum tubes. “
Code No. 1840

£24.00 + £2,50 P&P (UK)

Glass Audio Projects - |7 Vacuum
Tube Designs

Understanding Hi-Fi Circuits

by N.H. Crowhurst

Ongrally publshed in 1957. Dscusses af
aspects of amplfiers, pre-amplffiers and equak-
sation dircuitry, well written, easy to under-
stand The author does concentrate on vahe
dircuits, 50 no ransistors here.

Paperbad, 224pp Code No.1820
Price £13.95 + £2.00 UK p&p

The Best of Audioneditorial projects

by Ludano Mard

Thes book contans six excelient audio projects -
a hegh sensiovity spealaer,a superb twbe pre-amp,
2 2A3 ampiifier design, a project using the Russan
6C33CB and two projects using 3008s as output
valves, Overall the book is a fabulous read.
62pp.paper back book code 1750
£12.00 + £2.00 UK p+p

| 9. olxETR ] Fundamentals of Radlo-Vaive
'Fundamentals! Jachnique
of ). Deketh
Radio-Valve This is gart of "fg philips technical series
written in 1947 it was one the most author-
| Technlque itive and comprehensive treatments of the
nature and function of the vaccum tube.
$34pp. Paper back
Code No. 1630
’ £21.50 ¢ £2.50 P&P (UK)
v t—
A AaTEo r3s
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The Willamson Amplifier

by D.T.N.Williamson.

Offers practical advice on how to build and
set up the amplifier for best results.

40pp Paper back

Code No. 1040

£9.95 +£1.50 P&P (LAQ

~LAZInt _Jv. -
Mp——

17 ————

HS'J
'h’.nmygﬂ'lvlplo This book feanures 17 valve project.
i destgned, tried and tested by some of the
best authors state side. Designs such as a
3008 push-pult amp.a 33 power amp 3
6528 single ended, a 3008 parakel smgle-
ended amp, 36C33C-B single ended amp,
a 70V KTB8 push-pull amp, a 2A3 single
ended amp to name a few. Al nforma-
gon is provided so most projects can
bebutk from scratch.

73pp. Code 1790,
£8.00 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

Vacum Tube Amplifiers
by Valley & Wallman

T S
This book is a well known reference
Vacuum Tube valve text book and is assembled
Amplifers from pieces by ten knowledgable
authors. An absolute bible when it
comes to valve electronics.
734pp, Paperback, Code 1770
£29.95 + £ 4.30 P&P (UK)
=

Build your own Audio Valve Amplifiers
by Rainer Zur Linde

This book covers construction projects
for preamplifers, power amplifiers and
two amplifiers for musical instruments
aimed at the practical audio/hi-fi enthy-
siast, it offers much information on the
operation of electron tubes, while the
first chapter gives a short history of
the thermionic vaive.

paperback, 251 pp, Code Na.1320
£14.95 + 2.50 P&P (UK)

RCA Receiving Tube Manual
Technical Series RC-14

This book presents RCAs commercial vaive
fine-up as it was in 1940.The manual covers

)
RCA

Tyl
WA N

au ideas and plenty of data on numerous
eg, 6L6, 6N7,65N7.

- 255pp Paperback, Code No. 1800
£13.95 + £2.00 p&p (UK)

wwrw hi-fiworid.couk

© Mullard

! TUBE CIRCUITS FOR

Audio/Radio Handbook

By National Semiconductor

Natonal Sermiconductor’s marual is an essental
ad o engneers and experienced hobbrists in
the applicavon of Natonalis line of consumer
audio and radio ICs. Not only does it hoid com-
prehensive data of therr ICs but discusses theo-
ry aspects of amplifiers and pre-amps and cow-
ers electronc pancipals.

k 200pp, Code No. 1810
£13.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

The Joy of Audio Electronics

by Charles Hansen

This is a fail-safe guide to the pleasures of
hands-on etectronic construction. This
book covers test and measurement pro-
jects, how to build simple kits, safety
issues. the workplace, theory and
resources. A must for the beginner who
plans to build more advanced electronic
projects in the future.

124pp Paperback, Code No.1650
£10.50 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

GEC Audio Tube Data

Full of data and circults concerning
the three most well known MO
Valve power tetrodes. the KT66,
KT77 and KT88, (the KT77 was
GEC'sanswer to Mullard’s EL34) and
some daca on the PX4 and PX2$
triodes. The first section concerns
preamplifiers of various types, with
information regarding equalisation,
tone controls, filters and suchlike.
An excellent book for all valve
heads.

Paperback Code No. 1780
£14.95 + £2.00 (UK)

An Approach to Audio Electronic Valves
in Audio Frequency Amplifiers

by E. Rodenhuis

Discussing the use of valve data, the func-
tion of different amplifier stages and
includes detailed descriptions of eight
designs. A wealth of practical data. mea-
surements and interesting features will be
found. A very good read.

Paperback t47pp, Code No. 1520
Price £12.95 # £2.00 P&P (UK)

Audio Reality

by Bruce Rozenblitz

Investigates conductors, skin effect. imped-
ance, interconnects, speaker cabies, balanced
lines, transmission lines, isolation transform-
ers, tubes, acoustics and much more. Also,
indudes 6 excelient detaled vaive design progects.
80war OTL, 25watt OTL, grounded grid pre-
amp, | SOwatt amp., 6550 SE amp. and a
grounded grid cascode phono preamp.
Paperback 128pp, Code No. 1640
Price 21.50 + 2.50 P&P (UK)

Mullard Tube Circuits for Audio
Amplifiers

includes full designs for eleven power and
control amps, including $-20, using valves.
Begins with a four chapter tutorial on getting
the best sound from valve ampllifiers.

142pp 8" x 10" Paperback Code 1030
£13.95 ¢ £2,00 P&P (UK)

The Beginner’s Guide to Tube Design

by Bruce Rozenblitx

This book takes a comprehensive look at
tube audio design. It explains how vacuum
tubes work and how to design with them.
Rozenblit covers stabilisation and testing, a
description of 13 famous and classic amps
and preamps and how to work effectively as a
designer. A hands-on guide to construction
techniques, tools and choosing components
and tubes is provided. 1997,

132pp Paper back Code No. 1340
£15.50 + £2.50 P&P (UK)



Manuale HI-Fl a valvole Schemario 2°
This book is dedicated to self makers and

Getting the most out of Yacuum
Tubes

VO LIBRARY

ORDER 4 BOOKS & OVER & PAY ONLY £7.00 FOR P&P (UK ONLY)

Modern High-End Valve Amplifiers
Based onToroidal Output

to Hi-Fi tube engineers. With a wealth of by Robert 8. Tomer Transformers
circuit diagrams from some of the best From the cover, "Types and causes of tube by Menno van der Veen
vaive amplifiers, pre-amplifiers and phono failures, what to expect from tubes, testing Explains the whys and wherefores of

equipment producers in the world.
Including, Audio Research, Altec, Conrad
Jobnson, Art Audio. Luxman, Carver,
Dynaco, Electrovoice, Leak, Maclintosh,
Marantz, Quad. Radford. Quick Silver,
numerous OTL designs, Verdier,VTL and
Western Electic. Weil worth the money.
208pp. Paperback Code No. 1720
£44.00 # £4.00 PAP (UK)

First In High Fidelity

methods and all about tube maintenance
programs.” This book is intended to offer
explanations of why tubes fail and what to
do abour it Discussions of catastrophic and
degenerative failures; selecting tubes and
tube types and testing and predicting tube
performance.

160pp Paperback, Code No. 1710

£13.95 +£2.00 P&P (UK)

Basic Theory and

Syivania Technical Manual

toroidal output wransformers at vardous
technical fevels Discussed extensively
wrthin this book are designs for amplifiers
from 10 to 100 watts. Finally, the author
gives some attention to a number of
special valve amplffiers, and to the theory
and practice of negative feedback.
250pp Hard back Code No. 1670
£24.95 + £3.30 P+P (UK)

Valve Amplifiers

The Products and History — B Application of Electron by Sylvania Electric {second edition)
of H.). Leak & Co. Ltd. - Tubes Products Inc. by Morgan Jones, Audio
by Steven Spicer e — A US Army & Navy This 13th edition contains Engineer
This book is the unique and A AN Publication data on more than 3300 elec- This book allows those with a
comprehensive story about " LA This book is an excetlent tron tubes and semiconduc- limited knowledge of the field
one of the world’s best high- Introduction into valves. it tor devices. Reprinted here to understand both the theo-
fidelity audio companies. does just about everything without the TV picture tube ry and the practice of valve
Contained are 300 pictures, s title suggests Written in section, this manual contains audio amplifier design, such
30 circuit diagrams for classic w1957 tt was used by the US deuailed information on that they can analyse and

= e

designs of the day.There are

mibtary as a text book in

Sylvania's devices including

modify circuits, and rebulid an

also numerous anecdotes and their electronis department. charts and diagrams. A master § amplifier. Constructional
contributions from ex-employees. Superbiy written it con- index is found in the front of techniques are also provided
A wonderful histoncal read. aainns all you need to know. the book for reference. 50 readers can build from
270pp Paperback 215pp Paperback S16pp Paper back scratch designs that actually
Code na. 1740 Code No.1760 Code No. 1700 work_
£19.95 ¢+ £3.55 p+p UK £17.95 + £3.50 P&P (UK) £16.95 + £3.80 UK p+p 488pp, Paper back,

Code No. 1330

LOUDSPEAKER BOONS

Testing Loudspeakers+
by Joe D'Appotito

Joe D'Appolito, loudspeaker designer and
consultant. has written the definitive text on
testing loudspeakers. Dr. D'Appolito brings
his experuse to the subject and provides
you with a hands-on discussion of testing
drivers and systems. He brings you the the-
ory and physics behind loudspeaker testing
in this volume.

Paperback

Code No. 1580

£24.95 + £3.00 P&P (UK)

Bullock On Boxes

by Robert M. Bullock L.

Using Thiele-Small parameters clearly, It
offers lots of helpful tables and graphs to get
o grips with the sizing of the box and port
of a reflex

Electrostatic Loudspeaker Design and
Construction

by Ronald Wagner

Step by step guide to the design and con-
struction of a full range electrostatic loud-
speaker, including basic operating principles.
Strongly recommended for those wanting
to either bulld, repair and/or restore, or
who are just interested in electrostatics.
243pp 7" x 9 5/8" Paperback

Code No. 1080

£16.95 + £3.25 PAP (UK)

£26.99 + 3.T6P&P (UK)

The Loudspeaker Design
Cookbook, 6th edition (new) -

by Vance Dickason

This best seller offers up-to-date design
information for the home constructor.
uses modern Thiele-Small theory and
parameters.

288pp 81/2” x 111/2 Paperback
Code No. 1090

£29.50 + £4.00 P&P (UK)

Hom Loudspeaker Design

by Mr . Dinsdale

A collection of papers by Mr | Dinschale, that
discuss the design and theory of this wonder-
fut breed of loudspeaker. The book contains
deailed drawings of numerous design, incud-
ng some Lowther dassics Alsa, included with

loudspeaker. the book Is a 3.5inch floppy disc with sraght
T2pp 81/2" x | 1" Paperback forward software o assist in the desgn
Code No. 1100 process. A senous reference for those with an
€12.95 + £2.50 P&P (UK) interest n hom speakers.

112pp paper back & 1.5 foppy disc

210mm x 300mm

Code: 1730

£29.50 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

Audio Amateur Loudspeaker Projects
A collection of the 25 best speaker articles
published in the Audio Amateur throughout
the 1970s. this poputar book is proof that
great designs are never out of date. Ths
volume is a rich source of theory, pracuce

Loudspeakers: The Why and How of
Good Reproduction

by G.A. Briggs

An easy to understand book on building

loudspeakers, using empirical techniques

that pre-date computer analysis. Strongly

ACOUSTICS
PSVCMURCDU}HtS

Acoustics & Psychoacoustics 2nd Edition
by David M. Howard & James Angus.

An introduction to acoustics, coverng human
perception of sound, notes and harmony, musi-
cal dyramics, timbre of musical insruments,
acoustic moded for musical instruments, hear-

and design. recommended for beginners. g music dffferert environments. deceiving the:
135pp BI/2 x 11" Paperback 88pp 51/2" x 81/2" Paperback ear and processing sound electronicalls
Code No. 1550 Code: 1070 DApp 244 x 189mm
£16.95 + £2.50 PAP (UK) £1D.95 + £2.00 PAP (UK) paperback

Code: 1370

£29.99 + (3.50 P&P (UK)

s aracoe i LT 00 CO0E T BT DO T T TRy T )
|I enclose cheque/postalorderfor€_ made payable to World Audio Publishing Ltd. | wish to pay by Mastercard / Visa /Switch/ Solo.

|P.eas-= debit my account no: DDUD EDU’] EDDD DDDD (EDDDD)EXp:ry Date:

|(SW|tch/Solo only) Valid Date: DDDDIssue No. DD (Visa/Mastercard only) Security number - last three digits of number on signature strip. DDD

Signature:

:Dellvefy Address: — .
iTeI: (Day) Please return to: W.A.P. Ltd. 12A Spring Gardens. Newport Pagneli, Milton Keynes, MK16 QEE.
IENGLAND TEL/FAX: 01908 218836 ORDER ON LINE Wetsite: www worldaudiodesign.co.uk E-Mail: nick@ worldaudiodesign.co.uk

tPJease contact us for overseas P&P charges. Allow 28 days for delivery.
|AII orders subject to availability. If further space is required please attach separate sheet. DTICK BOX IF YOU HAVE ORDERED BEFORE
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NTEGRATED AMPLIFIER PM 12me

TRESE

The Marantz story is nothing if not labyrinthine - from the company's beginnings as the
brainchild of a New York-based graphic designer to manufacturing in Japan, then ownership
by Philips and subsequent independence and partnership with Denon, if there was ever an
international marque, this is it. Still, many associate it with Japan, because of the work of
its charismatic 'brand ambassador’ Ken Ishiwata, who has leant his name to many Marantz
products, the latest of which is the PM17 Il KI Modified amplifier. David Price listens in...

first realised Ken Ishiwata was

the world’s tweakiest person

when he and | were sitting in a

bar in a hotel on the south

coast of Spain a few years back.

I'd just bought a Nokia 8810,
which at the time was the world’s
newest and smallest mobile phone. |
was proud as punch that I'd managed
to procure one of these state-of-the-
art communications devices, and
gleefully showed it to Ken — who
promptly pulled out his own 8810
from his designer jacket and said the
two magic words for which — to me
— he is now synonymous, "special
modification”.

Ken, you see, had spent no small
amount of time developing his
phone. At the time, the model had
barely reached the general public,
and the standard version was
amazing enough. But the ‘Nokia 8810
Ken Ishiwata Signature’ was cooler
still. Instead of the standard issue
(and rather nice) metallic blue

HI-FI WORLD & COMPUTER AUDIO MARCH 2004

faceplate, his phone came in a shade
of champagne gold identical to the
amplifier you see before you. And
then, as soon as he switched it on, it
lit up in a sea of blue — rather than
standard green. He'd had it
resprayed, and pulled out every one
of the 19 or so miniature green
LEDs and soldered in blue ones...
That, to me, says everything about
this man.

And when Ken isn’t doing a spot
of development work on Finland’s
finest, he can be seen playing with hi-
fi — much in the same way that you
and | do.To wit, the case is
unscrewed, the soldering iron
plugged in, and the fun begins! Unlike
oh-so-many senior audio industry
folk, this guy loves getting his fingers
dirty listening to music, substituting
componentry, and listening to music
again. In fact, save the odd speech,
promo event or personal
appearance, it'’s what he spends his
life doing.And just in case you

www hi-fiwerld.co.uk

wondered, he’s got an amazing
system — all of which is a "special
modification”, either by himself or
the original designer. He’s the kind of
guy that doesn’t have just any Koetsu
cartridge, but one personally fettled
by ‘Mr Sugano’ himself.

Which brings us to the PMI7 Il
Ki M.At £1,500 it's a curious contra-
diction. Is there really any need for
an integrated amplifier at this price
anymore? Frankly, you're firmly in
budget pre-power territory here
(entry level Naim, Orelle, etc) so the
case needs to be made for any
integrated. You'd have thought the foil
to this sort of specialist pre-power
would be oodles of power and a
welter of facilities - Arcam’s FMJ A32
being the perfect example, yet the
lower powered, relatively Spartan
Marantz rather awkwardly falls
between the two stalls — in this
respect it doesn’t know whether it’s
Arthur or Martha...

The basic PMI7 is essentially a



latter day Audiolab 8000a — a slim
line integrated amplifier with a good
(but not excessive) smattering of
facilities, all of which are useful in the

real world but aren’t going to win
prizes for frivolity. In this form, it's a
capable sounding amplifier — one that
you or | would not be afraid of using
on a day-to-day basis. Ultimately
though, it has a slightly brightly lit
midband and a tendency to sound

the shortest possible signal paths
with symmetric circuitry.

This is all bolted on to the
original PM17, which is pleasingly
appointed with volume, balance,
treble and bass controls, along with
switches for loudness, source direct,
speaker A/B, plus a record out
selector and full tape monitoring and
the now famous temperature gauge
[see box], plus a 6.3mm headphone

‘clangy’ with CD (thanks to the
format’s innate upper-mid
forwardness). Still, there's more right
than wrong with the PM17 —and it’s

a very worthwhile multi-purpose bit
of kit. Put it next to anything ‘serious’
in the £1000 plus ‘audiophile’ end of
the market, however, and it's wanting.
So it was only a matter of time
before the PM17 got the Ishiwata
treatment. ..

A wide bandwidth power supply
was substituted, with a special
Marantz Super Ring Toroidal Power
transformer with massive energy
reserves. New Gold Tune main
capacitors were used, with black film
anodised heat sinks for improved
heat dissipation, and new tuned
HDAMs (Hyper Dynamic Amplifier
Modules — which is Marantz-speak
for top quality op-amps) were used
in the preamp and the left and right
channel power amp output stages.
Current feedback amplification is
used for both pre and power stages,
with Linear Drive Power Supply.
Specialised componentry are claimed
to increase bandwidth substantially.
Big, chunky WBT speaker binding
posts are fitted, along with an anti-
resonant, copper plated, solid metal
chassis with shielding for reduced
electro-magnetic radiation. Oxygen
free copper wiring is used, run along

output. Around the back, there are
seven audio inputs, including a phono
input with MM and MC compatibility,
pre-out/main socketry (via RCA
phonos) and the aforementioned
WRBT speaker terminals and an [EC
AC input socket. The amplifier itself
measures a medium sized

458x | 10x429mm, and |6kg.

SOUND QUALITY

The strange thing is that it is capable
of mustering a mere 60W RMS

THE TEMPERATURE GAUGE

(claimed, into 8 ohms), whereas no
self respecting integrated costing
above £150 has less these days.To
me it betokens a certain purpose-
fulness — because, as every good
‘minimalist’ eighties-style audiophile
know — less is more.To wit, | hooked
up the PM17 KI M to my reference
Yamaha NS1000M loudspeakers,
which are not as forgiving as many.
The surprising thing is that, fed by a
Michell Orbe/OL Hustrious/Ortofon
Kontrapunkt B, the Marantz made
some seriously nice noises indeed —
after the temperature gauge had got
to the ‘hot’ zone, of course...

As the measurements suggest,
this is no powerhouse in the mould
of Musical Fidelity's A308. [t won't
cause a sudden pressure drop behind
your bass ports upon injudicious
application of the ‘loud pedal’. Rather,
it offers a decent amount of power
delivered with no small degree of
commitment. The NS1000Ms were
not in the least bit critical of the
Marantz. It showed itself to be a
couth and well rounded bit of kit,
with a respectably warm and smooth
balance right across the frequency
band.There was little in the way of
upper midband brightness that some
cheaper Marantz transistor amps
have been known to display in the
past. In absolute terms, treble wasn’t
the most finessed or atmospheric
I've heard, but it was perfectly
presentable. The midband had a fine
degree of depth, detailing and
dimensionality (more of which later),
and the bass was strong and tuneful,
if a little soft around the edges.
Overall though, by the standards of
its price point, it was a big thumbs
up.

Simply Red’s ‘Say You Love Me Al
Around the World’ via CD wasn't
terribly pleasant, but this is a poor

This amplifier has a temperature gauge. It
could have been a useful fitment, because
we all occasionally run our systems at

high levels and it’s nice to know when
things are about to go up in smoke.
Unfortunately though, this is about as use-
ful as the oil pressure gauges fitted to late
model Jaguar XJS cars. (Jaguar got com-
plaints that the gauges were showing ‘low
oil pressure’ when the engine was hot and
the car was idling - just, indeed, as they
should - so it substituted a switch in
place of the oil pressure sensor so that it
either read ‘5'psi or ‘70’ — depending on
whether there was oil pressure or not.)
Not very informative - and precisely how
the PM17's gauge works - it's either hot

THE PHONO STAGE
Another nice bonus on the PM17 1l KI M is
its phono stage. A dual level MM/MC affair
(with switchable input sensitivity of 2.5mV
or 230uV), it offers a really rather pleasant
and decorous sound - until you plug in
something like a Trichord Delphini NC that
is, which shows it up to be vague, leaden
and two dimensional. Oh well. Still, as a
get-you-going facility, it's excellent - just
don'’t expect it to replace a serious off
board phono preamplifier.

or it's not. Ken, we demand a proper

gauge on the PM17 111!

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk
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recording. Still, the Marantz concen-
trated on the positives, and chose
not to ruthlessly deconstruct the
song — preferring to let the tune
issue forth.There was a lot of
detailing, and the overall impression
was a very clean and open performer
with no small amount of grip.
Compared to Arcam’s (admittedly
cheaper) FMJ A32, it was more
musically engaging and more tonally
convincing. Moving to 4 hero's
‘Escape That’, and the amplifier
assumed a dimensionality that was a
joy to behold. There really is a high
degree of midband detailing there
that, given the right source material,
comes flooding out of the PMI7. It
showed itself quite a commanding
performer, with great speed and
dexterity with the sinewy rhythms
coming from the drums and double
bass. All the same, it was more than
happy with the warm, raspy tones
emanating from the brass, and
deliciously rich grain of the female
singer’s voice. | was impressed.
Moving to vinyl (with the
Trichord Delphini going into a line
input), and the higher resolution
possible with this source was
explicitly showcased. Kate Bush's
‘Moving’ gave the amp added depth
and image projection, the soundstage
expanding to a most amazing size.
Some instruments in the mix jumped
right across and out of the
NS1000Ms, while others hung
broodingly at the back. Kate's voice
was beautifully rendered, with no sign
of edge or stress. Given a top notch
source, it was obvious the PMI7
could really deliver the goods.
Indeed, I'd say that it wasn’t far
behind Musical Fidelity's excellent
A308 in its articulation and ahead in
the width of its tonal palette — by
contrast, the latter could sound
slightly grey. The MF hits back with
massive power and scale, but is
nearly £1,000 more expensive.
Switching to my DG pressing of
Beethoven’s ‘Pastoral Symphony’
(Karajan) and the Marantz again
showed its true colours. It's an open
and even machine with depth
perspective and image articulation.
Rhythms and dynamics are very good
— although it doesn't start-stop as
fast as even a basic Naim pre-power

combination, it really is very agile and
musical. It’s deceptively so, in fact, as
its bass isn’t razor sharp — which on
lesser amps portends a vague and
woolly midband. The Marantz,
however, suffers no such failing -
indeed its crisp and supple midband
is its best attribute. The result is an
amplifier that's actually quite laid-
back and relaxing to listen to at a
superficial level, but that’s doing
everything right in musical terms all
the same. This amp can follow a tune
as well as any integrated | know, and
tell you an awful lot about what’s on
the recording, yet it’s never
unrelentingly ‘in your face’ - in some
respects, quite like a good valve amp,
then!

After much experimentation, my
hunch is that this is a sublime power
amplifier struggling to get out. The
preamp section seems to soften and
flatten things ever-so slightly, whereas
the power amp — if directly aspirated
— is about as good as you'll get at or
anywhere near the price. In this
respect, it’s very similar to Marantz's

The PM-17 mkll is powerful, if not a

powerhouse. Delivering 78watts into 8ohms

separate SM|7 power amplifier (at
around £700). In fact, the more the
preamp is allowed to intrude [see
‘The Phono Stage’], the less able the
whole thing sounds. But don’t let me
make you think it's a bad bit of kit -
far from it if you get a great source
going into the PMI17 Il KI M. It wilt
sound soft and inoffensive with a
poor one, but fed with some real red
meat it starts to move towards
‘superfi’ standards, with a tremen-
dously sweet and open sound allied
to a fine tonal palette — rare enough
with any transistor amplifier at any
price.

As such, I'd heartily recommend
this product. It’s interesting inasmuch
as it tries to be all things to all men
and actually succeeds. It drives tricky
speakers to highish levels without
complaint, and does it well enough to
make you enjoy the experience - yet
it's packed with useful ‘real world’
facilities, and is nicely styled (and
beautifully finished) to boot. Mr
Ishiwata - the Modfather, we salute
you!

Noise
Sensitivity

and 132watts into 4ohms it hias enough to

handle most loudspeakers, in small to medium
sized rooms. This looks like a wideband
MOSFET amp. with feedback, since distortion
was minimal at all output levels and
frequencies. It is unusual for an amplifier to
produce almost no high frequency distortion
(0.003% second harmonic only), as this one
did. Such a design would have wide closed
loop bandwidth and the PM-17 does, reaching
160kHz (-1dB). Sensitivity was high for the
type, measuring 236mV.

There is a phono stage, switchable for
MM or MC. This measured normally enough,
with good bandwidth, no warp filter for good
bass, and healthy overload margin. Marantz
use a normal x10 gain increase for MC. Noise
levels were low, but some slight hiss may be
heard with low output MCs all the same.

The PM-17 mkil should sound smooth and
open. [t measures very well in all areas. NK
Power 18watts
CD/TUNER/AUX
Frequency response
Separation
Distortion

6Hz-160kHz
80dB
0.003%

www.hi-fiwoerld.co.uk

DISC MM
Frequency response
Separation
Distortion

Noise

Sensitivity

Overload

DISC MC
Frequency response
Separation
Distortion

Noise

Sensitivity

Overload

VERDICT 0909 ®

A consummately accomplished
integrated amplifier with a delightfully l

smooth and even, yet musical sound.
Sensible real world facilities and superb
build compiete the fine package

e =
MARANTZ PM-17MKII KI

MODIFIED £1,500
Marantz UK

0444 (0)1753 680868
www.marantz.com

105dB
236mV

106Hz-114kHz
61dB
0.0034%
87dB

2.8mV

160mV

18Hz-40kHz
56dB
0.0034%
61dB
0.28mV
16mV
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Countdown to

20 - 22 February 2004
10am - 5pm every day

at the Marriott City Centre
Hotel, Lower Castle St.,
Bristol

GETTING TO THE SHOW

By train: Temple Meads Station is a short
distance from the Marriott and is accessible by
bus, foot or taxi.

By car: from the M4 take J19 (M32 - Bristol).
Follow signs for City Centre and RAC signs to
the Show.

ﬁ\ n‘c‘o{&sm
SOUND s
&VISION DR

THE BRISTOL SHOW

Easy local parking in Broadmead
and Bond Street NCPs.

ORGANISED BY

audio

audio T

in association with

WHAT HI'FI?

SOUND AND VISION

NOW

T s 17™
N \ AR

UND
&VISION ™

THE BRISTOL SHOW

See and hear all the latest products under one roof...

ACOUSTIC ENERGY: the official launch of 4 new models!
CYRUS: come & learn about quality muiti-room and the Cyrus Link.

DENON: unveil their fourth Universal SACD/DVD-A Player 51; the technologically
groundbreaking DVD-A11 with DVI-HDCP output.

ELAC: launch the 200 Series - S new JET tweeter loudspeakers.
LIVING VOICE: the OBX-R2 loudspeaker system making its debut.

LOEWE: presenting their latest LCD, Plasma and DLP televisions, and the stylish new
XELOS SL fiat panel TVs.

MERIDIAN: come and see the new G Series, their first new range in 10 years!

MISSION: are proud to use the Bristol Show to launch the beautifully styled, Elegante range
af multi channel, multi format loudspeaker systems.

QUADRASPIRE: the launch of some major new products.

REGA: the all new R9 loudspeakers and possibly more...

REVOLVER: 2 new loudspeaker models.

SONUS SYSTEMS: a new SE range of support furniture.

TOTEM ACOUSTIC: unveiling of the Rainmaker, a fabulous compact loudspeaker.
WA LOUDSPEAKERS: stunning speakers carved from Cotswold Limestone!

WHAT HI-FI? SOUND & VISION MAGAZINE: there in person to answer all your questions
about Hi-fi, Home Cinema and more.

GREAT DEALS AND SPECIAL OFFERS AVAILABLE ONLY AT THE SHOW - PLUS YOUR
CHANCE TO WIN SOME SUPERB PRIZES IN THE SHOW COMPETITION

Admission
Adults £7.00; Students/OAPs/UB40s £3.50; Accompanied children under 16 free

BRANDS ON SHOW INCLUDE: Acoustic Energy, Alphason, Anthony Gallo Acoustics, Apart, Apollo,
Arcam, Argento, Artison, Atacama, Audionet, Audiopax, Audiophile BASE, Audioquest, Audiovector, Ayre
Acoustics, B&W, Bandridge, Baseplayer, Beyer Dynamic, Black Rhodium, Bryston, Cabasse, Canton,
Celestion, Ceratec, Cherished Record Company, Chord Electronics, Clearaudio, Clearcover, Clearlight
Audio, Creek, Cyrus, Dagetti, Denon, Dezorel, Diverse Vinyl, Dynaudio, Eclipse TD, Ecosse, Eichmann, Elac,
Epos, Exposure, Fergushill, Focal JM Lab, Fujitsu, Future Glass, Gamut, Goldring, GPA, Grado, Graham,
Heco, Hi-Fi Choice Magazine, Hi-Fi World Magazine, tnca Design, InFocus, Invision UK, Isotek, Ixos, Ixotica,
Jamo, KEF, Klegg Audio, KM Acoustics, Lafayette Electronics, Lexicon, Living Voice, Loewe, Lyra, Magnat,
Marantz, Mark Levinson, Meitner, Meridian, Michell, Miller & Kreisel, Milty, Mission, MJ Acoustics, Monitor
Audio, Moon, Mordaunt Short, Multicover, Music Works, Myryad, NAD, Naim Audio, Never Connected,
Niro, Nordost One for All, Onkyo, Optimum, Opus, Ortofon, Parasound, Perfect Sound, Perigee, Pioneer,
PMC, Polk, Primare, ProAc, Profigold, Project, PSB, PURE Digital, Purist, QED, Quad, Quadraspire, Rega, REL,
Revel Rovolver Roksan, Ruark, Runco, Russound, Sennhenser Seventh Veil Loudspeakers, Shakti Audio
Innovations, Shun Mook, Sim 2, Sonus Systems, Sony, SoundStyle, Spendor, Stands Unique, T+A, TAG
McLaren Audio, Tannoy, Teac, Techlink, The Chord Company, Tivoli Audio, Totem Acoustic, Transfiguration,
Trichord, Trinity Audio, True Colours Industries, Tube Technology, van Den Hul, Veda Products, Velodyne,
Vertex AQ, Vibe, Vienna Acoustics, Vivadi, Vivanco, Vivante, Vogels, VPI, WA Loudspeakers, Waterfall,
Wharfedale, What Hi-FI? Sound & Vision Magazine, Wilson Benesch, Yamaha and many more...

For the very latest information on new product launches check www.bristolshow.co.uk

'World Radio



Great Audition

Patrick Cleasby is most impressed by the latest
edition of Syntrillium’s Cool Edit Pro hard disk
recording software — now known as Adobe Audition.

ard disk recording is now
almost ubiquitous in the
professional arena.
(Those with Luddite ten-
dencies like the White
Stripes tend to seek out
a purely analogue alternative, only to
see the results of their endeavours
turned into glorious |6bit as an end
product!) Going back |2 years or so,
before the onset of 32bit Windows
systems, the roots of HD technology
were sewn in products which are still
going strong such as Sadie, Protools,
Sonic and Logic. For those of you
who have ever been cenfused by the
DAW TLA, the term Digital Audio
Workstation is used to cover all the
varieties of this type of software.

The introduction of Windows 95
and its successors gradually brought
home to Joe Public and lesser profes-
sional mortals, who couldn't get into
the frequently expensive and
proprietary-interfaced big boys’ toys,
that the humble PC could be turned
into an extremely powerful digital
recording tool. (Of course Mac
owners had known this for years by
then and had laughed at the feeble
attempts of Windows 3.1 to provide
a stable, integrated audio
environment). Gradually, through
programs such as Sound Forge, Cool
Edit Pro and Wavelab they were
shown that the underlying Windows
support for audio could now be
corralled into a reliable engine for
recording.

Of course all of this ingenuity
does not come particularly cheap,
and the prices of these products,
being in the £200-£300 range, mean
that you have to be a fairly serious
hobbyist to use these tools at home
- all of these programs, (and their
Mac equivalents such as TC Spark
and Bias Peak), could best be
described as semi-professional
products, or, in that horrible coinage,

‘pro-sumer’. Another term
which is used to cover this
level of the market is
‘project studio’. But it is at
this level that software
developments enable
processes previously onty
available to clever rich
people in London to be
brought to everybody else.
At first sophisticated
CD mastering began to be
added, and then powerful
restoration tools such as
noise reduction and click
removers became available
- firstly as chargeable,
aongled add-ons, but then
integrated into the packages. From
origins as stereo editors, some began
to add multi-track functionalicy,
although not always simultaneous
multi-track recording ability. The last
basticn to be breached in the mid-
market area was serious thought
peing given to the fact that most
audio facilities are having to get into
the brave new world of video and
surrcund, whether they want to or
not. In many ways the model for this
approach would be Steinberg's
pricier Nuendo system which has
been used on many DVD-A projects.
lt is at this point that Adobe
come in.Already a market leader in
the lower end DV editing market on
the PC with Premiere, and dominant
in video effects and image manipu-
laticn with Aftereffects and
Photoshop respectively, on both PC
and Mac, they obviously spotted the
need for an advanced audio post-
production tool to complement
these products in the Professional
Video Collection and so, in the
miadle of last year, they acquirea
Syntrillium, the company which
developed Cool Edit Pro. A few
months later released Adobe
Audition 1.0 which is essentially an

www.he-fivoild.co.uk

Adobe
Audition

Adobe badged version of the final
Syntrillium CEP release, 2.1, with a
few bells and whistles added. On its
own Audition can be found for
around the £220 mark, or if you
want all the products mentioned
above plus Adobe's new DVD
authoring solution, you can turn
yourself into a PC video production
house for not much over a grand!
Anyone who has purchased Cool
Edit Pro 2.1 should be able to
upgrade to Audition for free.

That would be a worthwhile
upgrade to make - if only to play
with the most intriguing aspect of
this version for the audiophile or
musician — the ability to record, mix
and master (if only to Windows
Media Audio 9 for the moment!) for
surround. In last month's iTunes
feature we mentioned that we would
be covering fair-use means of
archiving and compressing high-res
formats for computer use, and
although that full feature will appear
in another issue, here we have the
ideal solution, (or the PC side of the
fence), for the sophisticated
enthusiast looking to build his digital
recording chops with an affordable
but serious tool. With an appropriate

15
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muiti-channel professional soundcard
you can assign, say, four channels to
record simultaneously, so anyone
looking to transfer old quad
recordings to digital could thus
import them in sync and then use
the in-built noise and click removing
tools of Audition to spruce up those
old classics.

With its graphical surround pan view and pan
envelopes the Multichannel Encoder is surprisingly
sophisticated.

As car surround begins to take
hold, careful types might want to use
copy discs in the car, transfer SACD
mixes to a DVD-type system, or even
listen to their own surround
compositions! Of course if surround
WMA 9 takes hold the answer may
all be in this box, but all of this is
now possible for a few hundred
pounds anyway, as the ability to
export your surround mix as 6
mono wave files means that it can be
fed into a third party encoder such
as Minnetonka's Surcode for making
DTS CDs. For the seriously affluent
(if you require an MLP license to do

" Adohe Audition 1.0

File Association

Please sedect the file types that shoukd be assodated with Audtion on
this machine.

Associate Do Not Associate

gl Adobe Audition Session Fie (.ses)

i Adobe Audtion Loop File {.cel)

| Windows PCM WAY (.wav)

Apple AIFF (.af)

Next/Sun AU (.au)

CD Digtat Audio (.cda)

64 bk Doubles RAW (.db)

= | DiamondWare® Dighized {.dwd)

| Amiga B5VX (.FF[.svx)

mpIPRO fie (.mp3)

Raw PCM (.pcm)

6 Bt signed (.sam)

Samplevision (.smp)

1 Apple Sound (.snd)
Soundblaster® vOC (.voc)
Dialogic® YOX (.vox)

Windows Media Audio (.wma)

(elclofololololelolololelololololo)

% ©00000Ce000®00000

L3

<o

=
—

Next >

If you already have favourite file associations for cer-
tain file types, Audition installation gives you the
choice of whether to associate it with them. Look at
all those ones you've never heard of!
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be £2,500 please — ker-ching!),
Minnetonka's Discwelder Chrome
semi-professional DVD-Audio
encoding and authoring tool means
you can make your own DVD-As!
Of course it's not all about
recording - you may wish to further
edit an existing archive of digital
music files, and Audition supports a
far wider range of obscure formats
than most people are ever likely to
need. Products such as Audition are
often employed either in video
work, where sometimes not enough
care is given to audio recording, or
as a restoration tool in audio
facilities, and its full range of filters,
effects, sweeteners and corrective
measures includes a tool to repair
digital clipping, which I'm sure many
restoration engineers would have
found to be a boon on past projects.
For the creative types Audition
comes with a supplementary
"Loopology"” disc which contains a
barrage of samples and loops, so you
don’t even have to record
multitracks to get to grips with the

input Atterwation [l dB
Overhead ]-1_ %

Mirimum Run Size l‘l__

[ FFTSize [ somples

Asd | o |

Presets

Restore Heavily Clipped
R ighth C

Chioping Statistics

MinSample [30893 |
Max Sample W? I
Peicent Clipped | 002 % l

Gather Statistics Now I

600MHz Pentium 1l Dell laptop with
128MB RAM and reformat its
confused Millennium installation as
Windows XP Pro (ugh!). So we are
talking about a spec which is not far
removed from the minimum
required, but at least we had an ideal
tidy environment. The underlying
support was left as per the XP 2002
install, which means DirectX at 8.1
and WMP at version 8 too. For the
tryout we were in stereo only mode,
using a 16 bit Edirol UA-1D USB
interface for I/O.

Installation, as you would expect
from a software giant like Adobe, was
relatively painless, although
surprisingly | did get a hangup at the
"removing temporary files" stage at
the end of the job. Killing the process
seemed to leave a working instal-
lation, but to make sure (and to
make sure | wasn't just being
impatient) | uninstalled and
reinstalled again. Things went
smoothly the second time. Audition
loads for the first time with a short
multitrack Adobe sting, and it was

Left Right

Slir

Built-in clip restoration means badly recorded work does not

have to be a headache!

layering approach.This model is
becoming very common in products
targeted on the video world as in
professional projects it is primarily
intended as a simple means for video
editors to build soundtracks.
However if you are more interested
in this aspect of the software from a
home recording point of view and
are prepared to contemplate a Mac
approach, you should really hang fire
until we've evaluated Apple's amazing
new GarageBand application, which
brings the loops and samples
approach within reach at an
incredibly low price point.

Audition has a daunting array of
facilities (and a dauntingly thick,
though very readable manual), and to
get to grips with it fully would
require several weeks of study and
on-the-job experience, but for the
purposes of a quick run through of
the software, this particular Mac-
head had to take a four year old

Wi B fiworid icaak

the fact that this was taking forever
on my dodgy Millennium set up
which made me reinstall. On XP it
took a more reasonable 30 seconds,
and my antiquated machine was quite
capable of playing the seven tracks
out.

If you already have a requirement
for a product such as Audition it is
likely that you have tried its
competitors, and your preferences
are often dictated by what you are
used to, but if you are starting off, or
contemplating a change of DAW, the
acid test is always whether you are
comfortable with the layout and
appearance of the interface, and
happy with its ease of use and
navigation. If you have the slightest
grounding in digital audio concepts
and recording you can't beat the
intuitive "try using it and see if you
can make it work" approach, and
Audition scored very highly on this
measure. Within seconds of the



15" Adabe Audit-on 1.0 - Setup
Installing Adobe Audition 1.0

The program features you selected are being installed.

Please wait while the Setup installs Adobe Audition 1.0, This may
take several minutes.

Status: Removing backup files

r

L

Estimated time remaining: 1

Don't get impatient with this window when installing. It can take
some time to clear.

to engineers used to higher end
DAWs, the crossfade operation can
seem a bit clunky and simplistic, but
this is a very minor niggle.

As I've said, software at this level
is not cheap, but Adobe Audition has

VERDICT @O OO £

Version 1.0 is only the start as
increasing convergence between audio,
video and surround will drive further
enhancements in these areas in future.
The comgetition must be rushing to
catch up.

|

to be given a value rating, as it
currently sells at a price which is at
least £60 cheaper than its Mac and
PC completion, with a spec which is
at least the equal of any of them.
With the development and marketing
muscle of Adobe behind it there is
also a fair chance that this is the

ADOBE AUOITION
www.adobe.com

£220

right mast to nail your colours to for
the future — as its integration with
the elements of Adobe's Professional
Video Collection gets tighter the
most likely future developments must
be Dolby Digitat and DTS encoding.
MLP may still be some way off!

program being installed | was merrily
recording 16/48 PCM digitally out of
my Sky+ box. All that was necessary
was a switch from that initial
multitrack session view to an edit
session view using the FI2 key and
we are back in stereo editor
territory. Windows and Audition had
recognised my USB interface with no
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menu options are available for those
who don't like keyboard shortcuts.

Personally | had no trouble at
all adjusting to using Audition,

coming from a background of the
Apple alternatives. The only real
negative point is that in common
with many of its competitors at a
similar price point, and particularly

e mEyey KV“"‘
mmomD ™ m

For those more used to stereo editors the F12 key takes you
from the multitrack session view to the edit session view.

problem and without the need for
any drivers. If stereo recording is all
you need it really is as simple as
plugging everything in and pressing
record

Once you have conquered that
step the next natural one is to
experiment with how the waveform
editing works. Positioning and
horizontal zooming will be very
familiar to any Final Cut Pro users as
it emgloys the same expand or
compress the horizontal zoom
button method. Buttons are available
for vertical zoom. Standard Control
C/XV, copy cut and paste commands
work as expected for chopping up
waves, and the usual buttons and

| SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:

Windows; 400 MHz processor (2 GHz or faster processor recommended)
Microsoft® Windows® 98 Second Edition, Windows Millennium Edition,
Windows 2000, or Windows XP Professional or Home Edition

‘ 64 MB RAM (512 MB or more recommended)
| 55 MB of available hard disk space (500 MB recommended for installing

| optional audio clips)
800 x 600 color display {1,024 x 768 display recommended)
Stereo sound card (multi-track sound card recommended)
CD-ROM drive
Speakers or headphones recommended
Microphone (optional)
Additional requirements for the Multi-channe! Encoder:
For multi-channel WMA import: Windows XP

For surround preview: Microsoft DirectX 8.0 and a multi-channel sound card

and DirectSound driver

www.hi-fiwerld.co.uk
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The colourful Audition multitrack session window.
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ART OF NOISE DAFT
(HYBRID SACD: STEREO AND
MULTI-CHANNEL DSD)

This month’s review slate is novel for
a couple of reasons. Firstly, it’s
exclusively SACD, as DVD-A seems
to be on holiday (hopefully not
permanently) once again.Warners
may still be pushing titles back
awaiting Dual Disc, or other moves
may be afoot, but in the meantime
the new year brings many interesting
SACDs, in this case examples 2, 3
and 4 from ZTT, and a debut brace
of recent albums from Echo.
Secondly, for once we are not in
entirely legacy territory. This pair of
ZTT reissues may be albums from
nearly twenty years ago, but at least
we're not back in the seventies again!
There is something very special
about the whole ZTT ethos, from
the cohesive packaging style which
was originally driven by Paul Morley,
to the pioneering innovations they
made in the now ubiquitous
practices of sampling and remixing.
Frankie and Propaganda may
have been the prominent face of
Trevor Horn's approach, but the
engine room and lab bench of all his
digital cleverness was the Art Of
Noise project. In collaboration with
Morley, ace arranger Anne Dudley
and studio clever clogs J) Jeczalik and
Gary Langan, Horn built a body of
Fairlight future music based on

HI-FI WORLD & COMPUTER AUDIO MARCH 2004

|
.

e

P

samples, cut-ups and loops which has
frequently been dipped into by the
likes of the Prodigy for further
recycling.

‘Daft’ was originally a CD
compilation of the ZTT years
(Dudley and Jeczalik continued in
more commercial vein on China
records), and has been given the
SARM West surround treatment
under the supervision of Horn.The
result is as spellbinding a listen as
sitting down in front of the ‘Who's
afraid of..” album was twenty years
ago.The ZTT reunion album
‘Reconstructed’ is also highly
recommended in its 5.1 DSD guise.

PROPAGANDA A SECRET WISH
(HYBRID SACD: STEREO AND
MULTI-CHANNEL DSD)

In common with ‘Daft’, in a move
which may perturb some lovers of
this seminal album, the PCM and
DSD stereo tracks here are not
simply new transfers of the original
master, but new remixes. This is
apparent from the off, as the opening,
"All that we see or seem..."
statement has a completely different
reverb characteristic to the original,
even in stereo. Personally, although |
was initially wary | do not find the
results too bothersome, and the
approach is so much in keeping with
the ZTT ethos that we cannot really
complain, although | would normally

e Rt dilta

consider the unforced absence of the
original stereo version to be a
heinous crime.

Indeed this is the third distinct
configuration of this album, (not
counting the album of remixes
"Wishful Thinking"), as the original
CD added the B Side ‘Frozen Faces’
to the LP tracklist and buggered
about with the track sequencing
around ‘Dr. Mabuse’ at the end of the
album to the consternation of many.
Thankfully this new sequencing is
almost perfect, retaining the extra
track and restoring the end sequence
as it does. Strangely, ‘Dream Within A
Dream’ loses a minute compared to
its CD version!

Much as with the other ZTT
SACDs we get a fascinating new
surround imagining of the album and
the use of the surrounds for
zigzagging synth parts perfectly suits
the modernist approach of the music
which still sounds as fresh and new
as it did in 1985. Claudia Brucken's
gorgeously rich alto enchants more
than ever in this mix, and the
pumping Teutonic beats and basslines
are supremely powerful. Anyone who
demeans early 16 bit digital recording
really needs to listen to this perfect
example of the art, now preserved in
DSD form with a pristine mastering
by Simon Heyworth, who also
polished the two Art Of Noise
discs.



MOLOKO STATUES
(HYBRID SACD: STEREQ AND
MULTI-CHANNEL DSD)

Moving on to the Echo fabel's
inaugural forays into the high
resolution surround world, we have
the inestimable pleasure of two bang-
up-to-date UK chart acts defivering
great examples of the genre. Both of
these albums from last year have
been given the remix and remaster
treatment using exclusively UK
talent, as have the ZTT discs, and
they all prove that we really know
what we're doing over here!

As usual, this endeavour has
been made possible by SACD
creator sponsorship, although in this
case by Phillips rather than Sony.
They are now dropping out of such
activity to get behind hybrid SACD
replication, although Sony may
continue with some high profile
artists. Anyway, enough politics, what
about the music? | can't claim to be a
Moloko devotee, although they seem
to have that inexorable knack of
dropping one solid gold classic onto
each album, giving you that nagging "l
should buy one of those" feeling. Well
here is candidate number four, and
very fine it is too.

Anyone who caught the BBC's
Glastonbury coverage this year may
have happened upon the extraor-
dinary sight of Roisin Murphy's legs
waving in the air as she stuck the top
half of her body into the back of
Eddie Stevens' Hammond, and that

and the Roisin "Two L
Pints” Murphy cover of

this disc epitomise the hedonistic
good-time vibe that the band
summon up.

The surround mix only
emphasises this energetic approach.
(There are no 5.1 specific credits on
the sleeve but like the original album
the mix and mastering were done by
Metropolis men Matt Lawrence and
Tony Cousins respectively). If you're a
fan of the band or just want a party-
on surround experience you can't
really fail with this one. Fun, funky
and in your face musically and
sonically.

FEEDER COMFORT IN SOUND
(HYBRID SACD: STEREO AND
MULTI-CHANNEL DSD)

It's now two years since Feeder
drummer Jon Lee tragically took his
own life, and ‘Comfort In Sound’ is
their first album since his untimely
demise. It is a tribute to his memory
that ex-Skunk Anansie drummer
Mark Richardson ably steps in to
help Grant Nicholas and Taka Hirose
in making this is a hugely successful
platinum album just like its
predecessor Echo Park, assisted by
sublimely punchy chart singles like
‘Just The Way I'm Feeling’, Forget
About Tomorrow’ and ‘Come Back
Around’.

Like all good modern rock bands
Feeder knows the value of a well-
engineered, tight, closely considered
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sound. That attention

to sonic detail has lead to a slightly
different treatment of the transfer to
DSD (by an unaccredited Simon
Heyworth), as so much sweat was
put into getting the stereo CD
master right that the option to
retain Bob Ludwig's work for the
stereo SACD layer was employed,
meaning that the |6bit master was
put through a process called DSD
Create on the Sony Sonoma
workstation. This is an ideal chance
to test Simon Heyworth's assertion
that the very act of transferring to
DSD brings more realism, and
although there is a slight impression
of a more controlled bottom end, in
this case tests proved inconclusive.

This whole album exhibits the
muscularity and multiple guitars
approach of the singles. A subtle
surround treatment by the (again
unaccredited) Strongroom surround
mixer Mike Nielsen places some of
those guitars around the room, but
the overall "wall of guitars” feel is
retained, although sometimes you are
placed within a ring of bricks rather
than staring at the wall. It's a shame
that Echo have no plans at present to
extend their SACD catalogue
without funding, as it would be good
to see some more Feeder and
Moloko, although personally I'd be
hoping for them to do some wigout
surround Julian Cope! Unlikely,
methinks...
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classic cuts

TEARS FOR FEARS
The Hurting
1983

ith Gary Joules'
maudlin version of
‘Mad World’ still
haunting the UK
charts, it seems
appropriate to revisit
the classic album which spawned the
original Tears For Fears single - itself
a Top 3 hit back in 1982. Predictably
Universal Music have responded to
the track’s renewed success by
relaunching the ten year old ‘Tears
Roll Down’ compilation, and in a
somewhat unlikely twist (the pair
spent the early 90s bitching about
each other in song), Roland Orzabal
and Curt Smith have spent the last
couple of years working up a new
album, and are preparing to launch
themselves back into the pop world
having signed with Arista.

The fact that the band's name,
early philosophy and first couple of
albums were rooted in their study of
Arthur Janov and primal scream
therapy has been endlessly rehashed,
so you don't need to hear it from
me, except for the fact that it is
these preoccupations which give this
album its thematic strength.We are

in fairly sophomoric, or sixth form
poetry, territory here and as the duo
have since confessed, it may be that
you have to have first heard this
album as a morose teenager to really
appreciate it - but the success of the
reimagined ‘Mad World’ proves that
there is an enduring strength to the
songwriting here.

There are three more very
strong singles on this album, ‘Suffer
The Children’,'Pale Shelter’, and
‘Change’, and the rest of the material
is equally powerful, both in the
feelings it is attempting to relate, and
in its arrangement and sonic presen-
tation. This is not the music of
primitive programming for its own
sake, but the result of two musicians
freed from the constraints of a
limited conventional band format
(their previous group being the
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dodgy ska outfit Graduate) to
experiment with the possibilities of
the (then) new technology. In fact,
listening to the album now what
strikes you is that the interest in the
music derives from the fact that the
robotic beats are not predominantly
programmed, but are actually
excellent sideman Manny Elias' live
pounding, and it is his quirky fills
which make this feel like a rock
rather than a techno pop album.

Curt Smith's bass playing and
sound is taut and effective
throughout, and the other aspect of
the live instrumentation which makes
this feel like modern music is Roland
Orzabal's wrestle with how to make
his guitar playing as non-conventional
as possible. in an International
Musician and Recording World article
at the time of release, Roland was
quoted as saying that conventional
rhythm guitar playing was dead, and
that, "unless you're David Byrne you
just shouldn't bloody do it!" He
wasn't right (try telling it to Keef or
Bonehead?), but the result of his
striving is some great new
approaches to rock song
arrangement.

The main spectre here, other
than the new wave and post punk
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influences which would inevitably
have been floating around at the
time, is that of Peter Gabriel. The
original version of ‘Suffer The
Children’ was put together with
David Lord, producer of Peter
Gabriel 4, and the album is redolent
of many Gabriel textures throughout,
from Prophet synths to gated snares
— particularly on the ‘none-more-
Intruder’ track ‘The Prisoner’. In fact
Gabriel often name-checked them
too around the same time, and they
all had an enduring love for The Blue
Nile, who will inevitably feature in
this column in the near future.

The Hurting was reissued as a
remastered-with-extra-tracks CD
five years ago. Original producer
Chris Hughes worked on the new
master and the results are quite
pleasing, although if the multi-track
and stereo tapes are in good
condition this is exactly the type of
material which would make a great
hybrid multi-channel SACD.
Hopefully the renewed interest in
the band may spur Universal to
revisit the catalogue, although this
excellent album would almost
certainly be third in the queue after
its two enormously successful follow-
ups. PATRICK CLEASBY
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roduct measurement has
H:I always been a part of the
;1 review process at Hi-Fi
World, and as the years
slide by, audio equipment
has got steadily more
sophisticated. So | recently decided it
was time to get a more advanced

v

-
-

audio analyser to keep up, especially
for DVD-A and SACD. It was time
to find something able to do

the job, then take a deep T

breath and write a cheque n,"
large enough for a good ;
new car. Ouch! &

It's important that Hi-Fi »
World can produce accurate
and reliable reports for
readers, as well as maintain
the trust of manufacturers.
Subjective only reviewing isn’t
an option; even now, when it is
easier than ever to design a high
quality product, there are a lot of
duffers around and we must be able
to spot them. it takes the certainty
of measurement to do this. All the
same, for an apparently objective
activity, measurement can be contro-
versial. It's been subject to quite a
lot of argument over the years.

Manufacturers certainly value
accurate measurements, and fear
inept ones. This is where the subject
starts to get complicated and at
times fraught. The late Raymond
Cooke of KEF famously railed
against journalists making
measurements using “an Avo with a
bent needle". The point being,
inaccurate measurements can be
more dangerous than no
measurements, which is true. It's a
dangerous business. One poor soul
measured frequency response with a
weighting filter inadvertently
switched in — an easy mistake to
make. Worse, he then declared the
product seriously flawed in print,
which carries many serious
implications, without stopping to
check. From the manufacturer's
perspective this sort of thing is a

nightmare; it is for the publisher of
the magazine too. Which is why
there are few technical reviewers
and those that do exist are
experienced and well known by the
manufacturers.

There's a two way street here.
As critical as Raymond Cooke could
be, for example, he and KEF at the
same time illuminated the subject of

* | The bottom line

highlights problems and
helps eliminate them

loudspeaker measurement,
something | valued. Manufacturers
need to measure their products so
they've got an interest in the subject
and there’s quite a lot of discussion
at times between reviewer and
manufacturer. Both need to get it
right — and that’s still not always
easy. The bottom line here is
measurement matters; it highlights
problems and helps eliminate them.
This is another reason Hi-Fi World
must keep abreast of what is
happening.

Purely subjective reports are
easy and quick to make.When the
product being reviewed is complex
and technically sophisticated, like
today's DVD-A/SACD players and
surround-sound receivers, manufac-
turers like to let a magazine capable
of measurement review the product
first and then ensure the technical
report is read by anyone else passing
subsequent judgement. Some of the
tests we run, especially on SACD
and DVD-A players, are now so
difficult to perform and need such
esoteric equipment that few
magazines in the world can match
what we do. This makes the results
difficult to dispute. Our new Rohde

www hi-fiworld.co.uk

here is measure-
ment matters; it

& Schwarz UPL analyser can resolve
down to 0.0002% using some natty
techniques, plus a special ultra low
distortion source. It means we can
verify manufacturer’s claims no
matter how extreme.,

Specialist high-end equipment
varies more in performance than
Japanese mass market consumer kit.
Companies like Panasonic, Sony,
Pioneer, Denon and Marantz
get it very right 99% of the
time. What John Bamford
says in this issue about
Pioneer and the UK
specialist market is correct;
the big Japanese companies
have dedicated and
knowledgeable engineers,
they have access to excellent
design facilities, high quality
advanced silicon chips and low cost,
high volume manufacturing. They
don’t usually make serious mistakes.
With high-end hi-fi the situation is
different. A small but significant
proportion of specialist high-end
designs are based upon the
convictions of their designers. A
good example of this is the low-
feedback or zero-feedback amplifier.
Convinced that feedback is a bad
thing there are a steady stream of
designers around the world
producing amplifiers with little of it,
or none at all. The results can be
painful.

For some strange reason -
economic | suspect — advanced test
equipment for audio is rare and
becoming rarer. After looking at
what was available from all around
the world we eventually bought a
Rohde & Schwarz audio analyser
from Germany. It was the only unit
accompanied by software able to
tackle DVD-A. So as these new
formats develop Hi-Fi World will be
able to assess how good they really
are - instead of guessing! The ability
to measure is as important now as it
was back in 1991 and Hi-Fi World
remains ahead now as it was then.
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ouching down at the
immaculately turned out
Las Vegas Airport, you step
outside to a sea of gleam-
ing limousines and shining
taxi cabs. Then, you ride
down Las Vegas Boulevard South to
the hotel, where you begin to
get a funny feeling of abject
unreality, because (aside
from the obligatory casinos
and slot machine arcades)
there are no shops at all -
just massive, glitzy, multi-bil-
lion dollar hotel develop-
ments.

importantly, each hotel is
themed — be it The Aladdin (ancient
Arabia), or Caesar’s Palace (ermm,
Rome) to Paris (go figure!). And as
soon as you step inside, you realise
that — aside from the small matter of
a thousand or so guest rooms,
massive conference spaces,
ballrooms and entertainment areas —
your hotel is actually a vast,
sprawling shopping mall with a
theme to which the hotel's nume
cunningly alludes.To wit, The Aladdin
has labyrinthine passages full of
shops — selling useless knick-knacks
and designer label clothing in equal
measure. Whether it’s a signed copy
of Led Zep IV or a flying dinosaur
with ‘real’ flapping wings — you'll find
it here. The Paris, meanwhile, is full
of Brasseries and Left Bank-style
cafes.

The best bit is that the mall
ceilings, which stand some 30m high,
are uplit in blue and paintea with
clouds for that autheritic outside
feeling. And true to recent American
metropolitan tradition, it is here
‘outside’ that the smokers are
required to sit — providing of course
that's allowed at all. In Aladdin,
smelled not one Cariel cigarette,
while in Paris there wasn’t so much
as a Gitanes or Gaulouises fag end in

david
price

sight. Hey - it’s all fume-extracted,
dehumidified and air-conditioned for
your pleasure.

It’s at times like this that one
starts to muse on matters
existential. Now | have to say that
I'm not unused to travelling, having

It’s at times like

this that one

starts to muse on
matters existential...

lived in the ‘Mad Max’ future-scape
that is Tokyo for a good few years
and even in old British colonial Hong
Kong. But Las Vegas blew my mind
for its audacious unreality. Go to the
‘real outside’ and stroll down The
Strip, and you walk past a life size
model of ‘La Tour Eiffel’ (seemingly
made of fibre glass), a ‘hooker’ steps
out of a limo in front of you and
massive fountains push jets of water
hundreds of feet high.

Is it any coincidence, then, that
CES - the world's biggest consumer
electronics show — is held in such a
deeply wishful and ridiculous
contrivance? This, some might say, is
pretty much the essence of the
concept of consumer electronics
too.

Let’s not forget that CE is where
science and shopping meet. It's the
art of the possible and the probable
— the place where massive multina-
tional corporations translate vast
amounts of non-specific digital
technology into devices that they
hope the public might just want to
buy - assuming their PR and
marketing men are capable of
explaining what they do and why
anybody might want them.

It’s an amazing spectacle, and
one that for my money is even more
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audacious than the city of Las Vegas
itself, for this place is merely about
recreating other places and times in
a blatantly lumpen and easily
palatable way. Consumer electronics
has no such cultural referents. We all
know what ancient Rome was like —
hell, we've seen Spartacus! —
but do we really know why
we want a Microsoft Media
Center PC? That's why all
the CE industry and much of
the world’s media is there —
with its glad rags on —in a
desperate bid to show the
world why they should buy
someone’s personal visions of
tomorrow.

Where does that leave hi-fi?
Well, despite a profusion of wireless
devices, plasma screens and LCD
TVs, there was actually some
worthwhile stuff to see — but not
enough. Hi-fi is of course a very
small and specialist niche of
consumer electronics, with an
incredibly rarefied customer
demographic. (in global terms, many
CE geeks have a vague notion of why
they want a Creative Labs Nomad
Zen Media Center, whereas fewer
understand why they should buy the
new two thousand buck Arcam
AVR300 AV receiver over a Sony at a
quarter of the price. And frankly, Bill
Gates keynote speech on the former
was more newsworthy than John
Dawson's personal endorsement of
the latter in the Arcam room...

So, selling hi-fi —~ convincing
casual consumer electronics
customers why it's worth paying
more for ‘specialist’ audio equipment
— is not easy. The froth of CES is all
very well, but it’s better suited to
marketing driven multi-billion dollar
CE brands, whereas the real-world
hustle and bustle of the forthcoming
Bristo! show is the place for real hi-
fi. See you there soon!
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BRISTOL & BATH

THE RIGHT NOTE Tel: (01225)
874728. Are you happy with your
system? We find that most audiophiles
listen for most of the time to systems
that are ‘not quite right’. Forget the
*Best Buy’ reviews and putting a system
together like a patchwork quilt. Let us
assess the vast range available, you
judge the results. We'll help you to
plan a system for the future, even if
you spread the purchases. Leave ‘up-
grade-itis’ behind, save money and
enjoy music all the time. Just listen,
and you'll know.

CD: Accuphase, Audio Synthesis, Bel
Canto, dCS, Resolution Audio, Wadia.
Vinyl: Basis, Clearaudio, DNM, Graham,
Michell, Sumiko, Transfiguration.

Amps: Advantage, CAT, DNM, Gamut,
Spectral.

Speakers: Audio Physic, NEAT, Verity
Audio. Tuners: Magnum Dynalab.
(Credit Cards Accepted).

V'AUDIO HiFi Consultants: 36
Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol. BS9
IEJ. Tel: 0117 968 6005. ATC,AVI,
Alon,ALR Jordan, Audio Analogue, Avid,
Black Rhodium, Electrocompaniet, Eslab
Digital Amps, Harman Kardon, Infinity,
Jamo, Lyra, Origin Live, Opera,
Ortofon, PS Audio, Ruark, Michell, REL,
SME, Sugden, Townshend, Triangle,
Unison Research Valve Amps,VPi.
Specialists in Video Projectors by SIM2,
Infocus, Sanyo; screens by Stewart,
Draper, Da-Lite, Owl, and Amps/DVD’s
by Harman Kardon etc. Demos by
appointment only. Home trial facilities.
We are not a shop.

THE AUDIO FILE 4l Victoria Road,
Cambridge. Tel. 01223 368305.

Fax: 01223 354975. Emait:
s.streater@aol.com.‘For the best in
British Hi-Fi and Home cinema
entertainment’. Visit or call to arrange
a dem with products from: Arcam, Linn,
Naim, Cyrus, Absolute Sounds, Kef,
Sony, Yamaha, Rel, Ruark, Denon.

ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd, Chester
CH2 3NH. www.acoustica.co.uk. Tel
01244 344227.All the best in HiFi &
Home Cinema from Naim, Rega, Rotel,
Sugden, Tube Technology, Primare,
Isotek, Harman Kardon, Teac, Acoustic
Energy, JM Lab, B&W, Spendor, Royd,
REL, Quadraspire, SIM2 & Sanyo
projectors and much more. We offer
full demonstration facilities, interest
free credit and delivery & install
systems throughout Cheshire,
Merseyside & North Wales. Opening
hours are Tuesday to Saturday 10.00 to
5.30.
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ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon
Road, Wrexham, North Wales, Tel.
01978 364500. Audio Visual Specialists.
Arcam, Audio Analogue, Bose, B&W,
Celestion, Castle, Denon, Harmon
Kardon, Jamo, Marantz, Michell, Mission,
Onkyo, Pro-Ject, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Micromega, Myrad, QUAD, Radford,
Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, TDL, Teac,
Thorens, UKD, Unison Research,
Yamaha, DSP Club Member, Demo
Room, installation service. Easy Parking
and Motorway access. All major credit
cards accepted. 9.30 - 5.30 daily.
Closed Sunday & Monday.

DOUG BRADY HI-Fl Kingsway
Studios, Kingsway North, Warrington,
WA 3NU Tel 01925 828009 Fax
01925 825773.Visa, Mastercard,
Lombard Tricity. 2 dem rooms, home
trial; Agencies include: Arcam, Tag
McLaren, AV|, B&W, Castle, Caspian,
Chord Electronics, Exposure, Harbeth,
Heybrook, Krell, LFD, Michell,
Meridian, Musical Fidelity, Monitor
Audio, Naim, Nautilus 800 series, Pink
Triangle, ProAc, Roksan, SME, Wilson
Benesch, XTC and many more.

vQ

AUDIO DESTINATION Audio
Destination,32b Bampton Street
(above Hill House Hammond),
Tiverton, Devon.Tel (01884) 243584,
Hi-Fi/lHome Cinema specialists. 2
demonstration rooms, home
demonstrations,childs play area,
interest free credit, relaxed/friendly
service. Musical Fidelity, Ruark, Monitor
Audio, Chord, Project, Primare, Tube
Technology, Totem, Unison Research,
NAD, Nordost, Lexicon, Trinity Audio
plus others.
e-mail:info@audiodestination.co.uk

ORSET

MOVEMENT AUDIO 588 Ashley
Road, Poole, Parkstone, Dorset BH !4
0AQ.Tel: (01202) 730865/380018.
Arcam, B&W, Castle, Chord
Electronics, Cyrus, Denon, Marantz,
Michell, Mission, Pioneer, Tannoy
Dimension, Yamaha. 2 Dem rooms.
Listen to the available choice and
decide at your leisure - no pressure, no
obligation. Our staff enjoy music, with
our choice of products, you can too!
Service Department. Free installation.
Home trial facilities. Access, Visa, Amex,
Diners Card. Credit facilities available.
Open Tuesday-Saturday 10-5.30.
www.movement-audio.co.uk

MOVEMENT AUDIO 926
Wimborne Road, Winton,
Bournemouth, Dorset. BH9 4DH. Tel:
(01202) 529988/520066 Arcam, B&W,
Denon, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical
Fidelity, Opera, Pioneer, Quad, Roksan,

dial a dealer
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Ruark,Yamaha. Full dem facitlites
available, also home dem. Friendly
expert advice. Service Department.
Free instatlation. Home trial facilities.
Access, Visa, Amex. OpenTuesday-
Saturday 9.30-5.30

WEYMOUTH HI-Fl 33-35 Maiden
Street, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 8BA.
Tel (01305) 785729/766345. Arcam,
B&W, Denon, KEF, Marantz, Mission,
Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer,
Quad, Sony, Tannoy, Yamaha. Dem
room. Friendly professional advice.
Only quality hi-fi dealer in Weymouth
area. Service Department. Free instal-
lation. Home trial facilities. Access, Visa,
Amex, Switch, Delta Mastercard.
Interest free credit. Instant credit.
Open Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30

LEICESTERSHIRE

HIFI EXPERIENCE 227 Tottenham
Court Road, London W1. 020 7580
3535. Arcam, Cyrus, Denon Gold,
Quad, Kef, Meridian, Yamaha, Marantz,
McCormack, Mirage, Nakamichi,
Musical Fidelity, PAFF and many more.
Open 10.00-7.00 Mon-Fri. 9-6 on Sat.
Service dept, Credit facilities, delivery
and free installation.

THOMAS HEINITZ LTD 35
Moscow Road, Bayswater, London, W2
4AH.Tel: 020 7229 2077. Fax: 020 7727
9348. Email: info@thomasheinitz.com.
Web site: www.thomasheinitz.com.
Established in 1952, Thomas Heinitz
has a long history of providing the best
music and AV systems available. We
continue to offer the highest standard
of service in the most relaxed
atmosphere. Whatever your needs,
from multiroom and home cinema to a
high quality stereo system, we offer
consuitation, design specification,
architect liasion and installation in
order to ensure your system is
tailored to your exact requirments. For
quotes contact our manager Johnny
Drum.

MIDDLESEX

RIVERSIDE HI-FI 422 Richmond
Road, East Twickenham, Middlesex,
TWI 2EB.

Tel: 020 8892 7613 Fax: 020 8892
7749. www.riversidehifi.co.uk

Audio Research, Blueroom, Bose,B&O,
Copland, Denon, Elac, Infocus, Krell,
Linn, Living control, Martin Logan,
Michell, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity,
NAD, Project, QED, Rel,Sennheiser,
Sonus Faber, , Teac, Theta,
Wilson.Finance available. Subject to
status. Written details available on
request. Export orders welcome. UK
mail order available. 3 demonstration
rooms. All major credit cards. Open
10am-5.30pm Mon-Sat.
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XFORDSHIRE

OVERTURE HI-FI 3 Church Lane,
Banbury, Oxon OX16 8LR.Tel (01295)
272158. Email sales@overture.co.uk
Website: www.overture.couk Arcam,
Bose, Denon, KEF. Linn Products, Miller
and Kriesel, Mission, Mirage, NAD,
Naim Audio, Spendor,Yamaha. For
sensible unbiased advice, call
Oxfordshire's audio experts. Superb
demo facilities. No appts. necessary.
Home Cinema,Plasma TV, Projectors,
Lutron Lighting, MultiRoom and
Commercial installations. Access/Visa,
instant credit. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-
5.30.

STAFFORDSHIRI

ACOUSTICA |14 Wolverhampton
Rd, Stafford ST 17 4AH.
www.acoustica.co.uk. Tel 01785 258216.
All the best in Hi-Fi & Home Cinema
from Naim Audio, Arcam, Rega,
Rotel,NAD, Sugden, Tube Technology,
Yamaha, Harman Kardon, Bowers &
Wilkins, Focal-JM Lab, Monitor Audio,
Ruark, Mission, KEF KHT, REL,
Quadraspire,Sim2, Optoma & Sanyo
projectors and much more. We offer
full demonstration facilities, interest
free credit and delivery & install
systems throughout Staffordshire & the
Midlands. Opening hours are Tuesday to
Friday 10.00 to 5.30, Saturday 10.00
until 5.00.

SUFFOL)

AUDIO IMAGES 128 London Road
North, Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR32 |HB
Tel: 01502 582853. Arcam,Acurus,
Castle, Rotel, Moth, Triangle, QTA,
Sugden, Denon, Yamaha, Mirage, M & K,
Definative, Musical Fidelity, plus the
incredible Rothwell range. Refreshingly
different selection. Dem Room,
Professional AV installer’s from budget
to high end. Full credit facilities. 9.30 to
5.30 Mon & Sat ~ 9.30 to 6.00 Tues to
Fri.

> UNN

INFIDELITY 9 High Street, Hampton
Wick, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey.
KT 4DA.Tel. 020 943 3530. Email:
infidelity@compuserve.com - Web
Address: infidelity.co.uk Stockists of:
Linn, Naim, Arcam, Meridian, Rega, B&W
Nautilus, Neat, Proceed, Royd, M&K,
Rotel, Stax, Shahinian, Dynavector. Open
10.30 - 7.00 Tues - Fri, 10.00 - 6 Sat.

§ O

SOUND CINERGY 37 High Street,
Aldridge. 01922 457926.Tues-Sat 10 -
5.30.AE, Arcam, Chord Co., Creek,
Harman Kardon, Infinity, Linn, Loewe,
Marantz, NAD, Project, PURE, REL,
Tannoy, van den Hul.
www.soundcinergy.co.uk
http://www.soundcinergy.co.uk

MUSIC MATTERS
Birmingham - 363, Hagley Road,
Edgbaston, B17 8DL.Tel: 0121 429 2811.
Solihull - 93-95, Hobs Moat Road, B92
8JL.Tel: 0121 342 0254.

Stourbridge - 9, Market Street D48
|AB.Tel: 01384 444184,

Sutton Coldfield - 10, Boldmere
Road, B73 STD Tel: 0121 354 2311.
Arcam, Alchemist, Apollo, Audioquest,
Audio Research, B&W, Cable Talk,
Castle, Celestion, Chord, Copland,

Cyrus, Denon, DPA, |BL, Kef, Krell,
Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridian, Musical
Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer, REL, Rotel,
Ruark, SME, Sennheiser, Sonus Faber, Tag
MclLaren, Teac, Theta, Yamaha etc.
Classical CD’s available at Birmingham
only. Demonstration rooms, service
and installation. BADA member.VISA /
MASTERCARD / AMEX / SWITCH.
Open:-10-5.30 Tuesday to Saturday. Late
night Thursday tilt 7.00 (not
Stourbridge).

SOUND ACADEMY For the
Midlands. The Parade, Sutton Coldfield,
Tel. 0121 321 2445 & High Street,
Bloxwich, Nr Walsall, (sharing the ASDA
shopping centre) Tel 01922 493499.
Hosts 4 private studios plus a Home
Theatre Cinema with Tube & LCD
Projectors. The best in hi-fi from Naim,
Arcam, Audiolab, Chord, Meridian,
Monitor Audio and many more. So...if
you've taken time to read this, please let
us make you welcome. Phone 0121

321 2445 for Sutton or 01922 493499
for Walsall. Call in and to browse our
exciting display of hi-fi and home
cinema equipment. Mail order available.
interest free credit S.T. Status. Open 6
days, 9am to 5.30pm. Please call for late
night. Expert Advice, Cable Dressing
and Installation.

Wi

SALISBURY HI-FILTD 1|5
Catherine Street, Salisbury, Wiltshire

SP1 2DF.Tel (01722) 322169/33084!.
Arcam, B&W, Celestion, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Musical
Fidelity, NAD, Opera, Pioneer, Ruark,
Tannoy,Yamaha, 2 Dem rooms. Friendly,
relaxed atmosphere. Professional advice.
Home dem available. Service
department, Free installation. Home
trial facilities. Access,Visa,Amex. Interest
free credit. Instant credit. Open Mon-
Sat 9-5.30.

SOUND ORGANISATION YORK.
2 Gillygate,York Y031 7EQ.Tel (01904)
627108. Carefully chosen Hi-Fi and AV
equipment includes Arcam, B&W,
Nautilus, Denon, Linn, Naim, Rega,
Rotel, Stax etc 3 dem rooms incl. Home
Cinema and Linn connect. Service
Department. Home installations. Instant
Credit and major credit cards . Closed
Mondays. Phone for chat and more
details.

www.soundorg.co.uk

THE AUDIO ROOM 2 George Street,
Hedon, Hull, HU 12 8]H. tel 01482 891375.
www.theaudioroom.co.uk

The Norths premier hi fi dealer, stunning
showrooms and dedicated listening

room, authorised agents for, Linn, Naim,
Krell Audio Research, Cyrus,

Sugden, Rega,Ayre Acoustics, Mark
Levinson, Pathos, Unison Research, B&W,
Proac, Focal JM fab, Spendor; Sonus Faber,
Martin Logan and others. Home
demonstrations and credit facilities
available. Open Mon - Sat, 9am -

6pm.The Norths friendliest hi fi dealer.

THE HI-FI STUDIOS

Hi-Fi — Home Cinema — Custom
Installation Tel: Doncaster

01302 727274 or 01302 725550. E-Mail:

www hi-fiworid.co.uk

info@thehifistudios.freeserve.co.uk
Web Site: www.thehifistudios.co.uk
Musical Fidelity, Electrocompaniet,
ProAc, PMC, |M Lab, Ruark, Castle,
TEAC, Unison Research, Monitor
Audio, Impulse, Primare, Harbeth, NAD,
Michell Turntables, Nottingham
Analogue Studios, Audio Analogue,
Living Voice, Densen, Celestion, KEF,
Opera, Trichord Research, Nordost,
Stands Unique, Ortofon, Project.
Goldring, REL, Denon, TAG Mclaren,
Rotel,Yamaha, Proceed — plus many
more.Viewing & Demonstration by
appointment in a unique setting. Home
trials and installation. Card facilities
and 0% available. Please phone for
more information. BADA. CEDIA.

PREMIER AUDIO - now
demonstrating - Room 1: DCS Elgar,
Purcell & Verdi Transport, Plinius CD
Lad & 250 Power, Verity Fidelo & Sonus
Faber Speakers, Siltech Cables, Isotek
Sub Station, BDA Equipment Stands
Room 2:Audio Aero, Audio Synthisis,
Kora Pre & Power, Pink Triangle
CD/Amp, Martin Logan / Audio Physics
Speakers, Arcici Equipment Stand,
Isotek Sub Station P/S Audio Synthisis,
Audio Physics, Audio Aero, Absolute
Sounds, DCS, Kora, Plinius, Siltech,
Arcici, BDA, Pink Triangle, Avid
Turntables, Project, Ortofon,Van den
Hul, Mirage. P/X welcome Home
demonstration good selection of
S/hand.We are 10mins )39 - M| |0mins
)30 M62 Tel: Wakefield 01924 255045 -
Colin Grundy.

AUDIO REPUBLIC, 78 Otley Road,
Leeds 0113 2177294, www.audio-
republic.co.uk for the very best in
quality hifi in West Yorkshire and
beyond, our relaxed and professional
approach stems from over 10 years
experience in designing and installing
high quality music systems. We believe
the following offer outstanding results;
Naim Audio, Rega Research,
Dynavector Systems (amplifiers and
cartridges)Totem Acoustic, Conrad
Johnson, Sugden, ProAc, Spendor,
Shahinian, JM Lab, TEAC, Nottingham
Analogue, Kuzma, Living Voice, Hutter
Furniture, Benz Cartridges, Cardas
Cables, Quadraspire, Chord Cables,
Custom Design, Alphason Designs.
Choice of shop or home
demonstrations, open Tues - Sat 9.3Cam
to 5.30 pm, most credit cards
welcome. Please phone for a chat and
directions.

ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon
Road, Wrexham, North Wales, Tel
01978 364500. See our main ad under
Cheshire.

DIVERSE VINYL [0 Charles Street,
Newport, NP20 1JU.Tel/Fax: 01633
259661/256261.

Email: sales@diverse-music.co.uk
Probably the most varied and
impressive selection of brand new LPs
you'll find anywhere: international new
releases, reissues and audiophile
products. Also UK distributor of the
Disco Anti Stat LP Cleaning Device.
Call for a free catalogue, or visit
www.www.diversevinyl.com
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specialist hi-fi dealers

— THE INNOVATIVE HIFI, - .
F 2 Sl HOME CINEMA AND MULTI ROOM We aim to provide a well chosen
A Y RETAILER/INSTALLER selection of quality hi-fi and
‘4 SERVING LONDON accessories including

pROMIBATTERSEA FM), ARCAM, B&W, NAUTILUS,

Oi! A'GES & LEMONS DYNAVECTOR, LINN, LOEWE, MERIDIAN,

M&K, NAIM, PIONEER, PROCEED,

—Basi_call);

NORWICH @ N

)
¥ Audio Analogue, b
Friendly and efficient service NEAT, REGA, ROTEL, SHAHINIAN, gig L('}'%,rd égglgenBryston' gnos
0% finance YAMAHA + more Il R e w0
JUICY FRUIT FROM LONDON'S FRESHEST RETAILER www.infidelity.co.uk < reek and ‘many

ARCAM B&W CABLE TALK CASTLE CHORD

CREEK DENON EPOS LINN MARANTZ .
NAIM NAD NEAT PMC QED REGA ROKSAN |
ROTEL RUARK STANDS UNIQUE SOUNDSTYLE I I l ‘ l S/

Nr Norwich, Norfolk
Tel (01508) 3

| The Old Scl
.@ School Road, grac
YAMAHA XANTECH and many others

020‘7924 2040 INDECENTLY GOOD HI-FI

9 High Street, Hampton Wick,
SIS REERORRYSW ) Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KTI 4DA

website:oandlhifi.co.uk éa/\w\ Tel: 020 8943 3530

5= |

VALVES & TUBES

c\’c Chelmer Valve Company

|
Buy CVC. PREMIUM H1 F1 valves direct from us.

MAIL ORDER
All valves processed for improved performance.

R I f I I ° I We also have stock of MAJOR BRAND types inc.
MULLARD, GEC, BRIMAR, RCA, GE, PHILIPS, etc.
e e a s e t h e u p Ot e n t I a The Stables, Baddow Park, Great Baddow
Tel: 01345 391301 P "01245 201309
Of you r Syste m s eEma.il: ,;Iee@cllolﬁl'c‘rval\o;om
STEP 1: SORT OUT YOUR MAINS ; .;t‘s . SERVICES &t
Start at the beginning! The truth is that poor -

mains quality ruins the sound of even the
best equipment.The better the
equipment the bigger the difference.
Our Russ Andrews Mains Blocks
and Power Cables remove
mains pollution effectively,
giving you a deeper more

CONSULTANTS

- YellO Power Cable
1m £29.95 Front End Problem?

coniact
The Cartridge Man

It doesn’t have to cost an arm and a

extended bass and a £120 leg to get the best - listen to my
sweeter more natural sound. " 4 Way Malins Block Koestsu - and Decca -eater.

Also agents for Croft, Hadcock,
Phone UK Freephone 0800 373467 (quote: AH34) for a FREE E.AR, Michell &
catalogue or buy online at www.russandrews.com Moth.

plus cartridge re-tipping service
| 020 8688 6565
539825540 Emell: AH3S X Website: www.thecartridgeman.com

-or all'your advertising:
reqguirements please call
Mike Ballance on 01908 616116

or email:
nNa@ni-fiw
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ow does it look to you?

Not long ago | was asked

to comment on hi-fi style.

There must have been

some mistake. Hi-fi has

no style, and never had
any. In any domestic environment
above the level of the rank and
messy bed-sitter, hi-fi equipment has
always played the réle of the aesthet-
«¢ sore thumb.

Perhaps my questioner
meant to ask about styling.
There has, after all, been
plenty of that. The function
of styling is either to identify
a product as in accord with
current fashion (therefore
something upon which money
has recently been spent, to
distinguish the purchaser from
those who maintain elderly
equipment), or alternatively to
identify the product as something
entirely independent of fashion and
wholly dependent on good looks,
which generally means that how it
sounds is of quite secondary
importance.

There is a sad fatalism among
those who accept how hi-fi stuff
looks. 'Music,' you can imagine them
saying, 'is something of supreme
importance to me, ana | could not
exist without this apparatus which
reproduces it so superbly. How does
it look to you?

Then there are those whose
very retinas rebel at the sight of all
those rectangular boxes, and who
conscientiously seek some artistic
rendition of potentially convincing
future hi-fi strident in its imitation of
current modern architecture. After a
proud display of the structures
gracing their rooms, they end by
asking lamely 'How does it sound to
you?'

For fully forty years hi-fi has
been an eyesore. In the early days,
when there was not yet a lot of it
about, serious enthusiasts apparently
assumed that each item of equipment
should look as though it had been

meant to hang in a steel rack
festooned with cables in some
dreadfully purposeful laboratory
where work took priority over
tidiness. The result was all those
rectilinear black boxes with oversized
faceplates bearing chromed handles
with which to lift them out of their
racks — and never mind the
irrelevance of their being meant to
lie horizontally, with those

Where tranny
amplifiers look

crude, there are
several valve amplifiers
that look merely clumsy

grabhandled sharp-edged slabs of
metal facing out into the room.

In the very early days it was also
felt that there was some sort of
associative merit in each faceplate
bearing one or two meters as well as
a row or two of toggle switches
numerous enough to fill the fascia of
a primitive Ferrari. Hi-fi brought, and
maybe was supposed to bring, the
impression of investigative electronic
evolution into the drawing-room,
which may have massaged the ego of
the man of the house but did nothing
for the equanimity of the ladies.

Their sensibilities can have been
but little assuaged by the pretended
civilising influences of the early
1980s, when fronts were cleaned up
a bit and space made for some
supposedly decorative script. Too
often it was that machine-generated
pseudo-copperplate limply identified
by Americans as conveying ‘class' —
something that Americans do not
understand and are constitutionally
forbidden to endorse. Most of these
scripts had some virtue as emetics,
but it was surprising how many
manufacturers felt tempted to plaster
text all over their faceplates as
though to admit that if they did not

viwn hi-fiwartd.0n.uk

tell you what each thing was you
would never know.

Things improved in the following
decade; maybe the ladies were
making their views heard. Faceplates
were blended into the contours (if
that be not too strong a word for
something still essentially a box) of
the bodies, and in 1986 Linn
contrived to offer us a pre-amp
without knobs on.

Loudspeakers remained a
problem, still trying to make
an engineering virtue out of
acoustic necessity. Any
manufacturer offering a
shape that was not
rectangular was shouted
down and if possible put out
of business as a danger to
the community. There were
only two choices. One was
of finish, which might be wood,
veneer, or even paper.The other was
whether to have the instrument
frankly display all its orifices, or
whether to conceal them beneath
the decent obscurity of black
plastics-foam grilles.

Things have improved in the last
decade. Where tranny amplifiers look
crude, there are several valve
amplifiers that look merely clumsy.
There are speakers which surprise by
being wedge-shaped or round-
headed, some which wear silly hats,
and some which must be dreadful
dust-gatherers. There have even been
a few manufacturers prepared to
offer their products in a range of
colours (as well as black), but | have
yet to see any installation in which all
these colours have been chosen as a
means of coding the numerous
boxes' several functions, or even just
to relieve the monotony.

Alarmingly, the industry now
seems to have run out of ideas. |
detect a return to the laboratory-
style slab of aluminium — but today
with a brushed finish, as though lines
were now inescapable on what had
been the smooth face of twenty
years ago. Hi-fi must be growing old.
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manufacturers

meet your maker

A reference guide to Britain's manufacturers and distributors

CREEK AUDIO LTD 12 Avebury
Court, Mark Road, Hemel Hampstead,
Herts, HP2 7TA. Tel. 01442 260146
E-mailinfo@creekaudio.co.uk

Internet: www.creekaudio.co.uk - Creek
Audio build stylish Hi-Fi products in the
UK, combining state of the art electronic
design, with full bodied, accurate and
musically rewarding sound. Our stan-
dard size products come in two award-
winning ranges, the entry level 43 series
and higher priced 53 series. These
include: CD43 Mk2 - CD player with 24
bit resolution DAC, T43 AM/FM Tuner,
Integrated Amps - 5350, 5350SE and
4330 Mk2 (described by Stereophile
Magazine as the best amp under $1000).
Our A43 Mk2 and A53 Power Amps
range from 50 to 250 Watts and both
P43 and P53 Pre-Amps offer passive and
active operation with remote control. In
addition we have an award winning OBH
range of small products: OBH-8/8SE MM
and OBH-9 MC Phono Pre-Amplifiers,
OBH-I1 ‘and |l SE Headphone
Amplifiers, OBH-10 and 12 Remote
Control Passive Pre-Amps and OBH-14 -
24 bit DAC. See our home page for fur-
ther details or call us for leaflets.

EPOS ACOUSTICS

2 Avebury Court, Mark Road, Hemel
Hampstead, Herts, HP2 7TA. Tel. 01442
260146. Email:info@epos-acoustics.com
Website: ~ www.epos-acoustics.com
Innovative design and superior sound dis-
tinguish EPOS speakers from other
brands in a similar price category.
Adhering to the EPOS tradition of musi-
cality and communication, the new M12
follows closely the style of the successful
ES12, and was awarded five gold stars in
the March 200! edition of What Hi-Fi?
For more information about the MI2 or
the new M15 please see our home page
or call us for leaflets.

FALCON ACOUSTICS LTD

Unit |2 Damgate Industrial Estate,
Damgate Lane, ACLE, Norwich,
Norfolk, NR I3 3D

Tel.01493 751100 Fax 01493 751155
e-mail: sales@falcon-acoustics.co.uk
UK distributors of FOCAL drive units,
SOLEN (SCR-Chateauroux) polypropy-
lenecapacitors, TAYDEN high quality PA
loudspeaker units.Falcon are the largest
specialist Audio-inductor manufacturer
in the UK Comprehensive range of DIY
speaker parts and kits, Accessories and
Books. Sub-bass and electronic filters.
Audio Amateur Publications and Audio
Computer Software. Everything but the
wood%. Enquiries should be accompa-
nied by a 46p stamped address envelope
or see full price list with illustrated
details and.pdf data sheets on our web
site: www.falcon-acoustics.co.uk.

PMC/BRYSTON Emmy award win-
ning manufacturers of the highest quali-
ty loudspeakers and amplification.
Industry standard in Mastering, Film
Scoring, Broadcast and  Post
Productions. (5.1 & Stereo) PMC
Products: Compacts, Fioorstanders, and
Large passive & active monitors. Prices
range from £500 to £32,0000. Finished
in a large selection of exquisite real
wood veneers, all PMCloudspeakers
are available in horizontal mirrored
pairs, centre channels and complemen-
tary subs for 5.1 surround systems.
Bryston’s balanced range of products
include R/IC Preamps, Integrated, Amp
modules for all the PMC range, Mono,
Stereo 150W to 800w per ch, 3 Ch, 4
ch and 5 channel THX amplifiers,
Surround processors, all with distortion
figures and build quality to die for.
Every product is available in silver or
black backed by a 20 year warranty.
PMC Ltd 43-45 Crawley Green Road.

Luton, LU2 OAA. Tel: 08704 441044
Fax: 08704 441045

Email: sales@promonitor.co.uk

Web: www.pmc-speakers.com

SUGDEN AUDIO PRODUCTS
Designed and manufactured in the UK
each Sugden product is hand-built by
one highly skilled technician.A full range
of pure class A amplifiers are available
including integrated, stereo power and
the incredible Masterclass balanced
monoblocks. Our stunning Bijou system
now comes with a single-ended pure
class A power Amplifier with optional
integral stand. Two analogue tuners have
joined the range matching our A2l and
Bijou series, offering a digital user inter-
face with excellent facilities. Each ampli-
fier series has a matching CD player
with a class A output stage and heavily
modified transport. The class A
HeadMaster offers a pre-amp with
three inputs a fixed and variable output
with remote control. The HeadMaster
can be used as a control unit in a high
quality audio system and excels with
headphones. Please contact us for prod-
uct information, dealer list and
brochures. 01924 404088 email
info@jesugden.co.uk.

TAG McLAREN AUDIO - The
Summit, 11 Latham Road, Huntingdon,
Cambs, PEIB 6ZU. Tel +44 (0) 1480
415600 Fax +44 (0) 1480 52159.
Combining science and technology with
distinct style, TAG Mclaren Audio’s
complete range of audio and audio-visu-
la products are designed to bring maxi-
mum pleasure to the discerning listen-
er. To find out more visit our website at
www.tagmclarenaudio.com, email us on
HelpDesk@tagmclarenaudio.com or
contact our helpdesk on freephone
0800 783 8007.
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y mid-2003, Apple’s iPod
had passed the point of
becoming merely a hugely
successful product, and
become a category-defin-
ing one. Such products
give a nascent technology sector a
profile and focus that may not have
existed beforehand. Despite the fuss
about Diamond Multimedia’s Rio just
a few years earlier, the latest

iPod is the ultimate expres- P

sion of the breed of digital | o]
audio portables, the ‘wow’ “l.'
product that finally catapult- V. J

ed the format away from >
the computer geek market
and into the mainstream.

Of course we've seen this
many times before. The Sony
MDS-JES00 was really the key
to the success of MiniDisc.
This model, in particular,
launched the format in the
UK and proved the final nail in the
coffin to the then rival of DCC.
Likewise the DAB format has a great
deal to thank the Pure Evoke-| for,
for creating such an interest.

This month, however, it’s not
MiniDisc or MP3 to which I'm going
to turn my attention towards, but
CDR, and the single product that
really did make the format viable
outside of a computer based
component. In the early 1990’s CDR
hardly even existed. If my memory
serves me right | believe that the
closest we ever saw of a domestic
model was a Micromega costing
several thousand pounds. If this
wasn't enough to put the average
punter off then the cost of the blank
discs certainly was. | well remember
at the retail store | worked at during
the time the ripple of excitement
caused by a customer special
ordering 20 blank Maxell CDR discs.
The tota! cost came to a staggering
£319.80! These were write once only
discs whose individual £15.99 price
tag would now read something like
79p.Who says the good old days

were always so good!

Although the cost of CDR came
down gradually during the 1990s, it
wasn't until 1997 when, MiniDisc
incidentally was riding higher than
ever, that the format really caught on.
In 1996 Pioneer was the first to
introduce a machine below the
£1,000 price point with the well
reviewed PDR-05. However, although

fh‘l | This was truly the
|| machine that
" brought CDR to

the masses; well if not
quite the masses then at
least to thousands of
grateful audiophiles.

cheaper than ever before CDR still
wasn't what you might cail affordable,
especially in comparison to MiniDisc.
In the summer of the following year
they topped this with the £700 PDR-
04.This model was received with
much praise and excitement, yet just
a couple of months later it was to
have all its thunder stolen by the
category defining Philips CDR-870.At
£500 this was truly the machine that
brought CDR to the masses; well if
not quite the masses then at least to
thousands of grateful auciophiles. It
wasn’t long, of course, before frantic
discounting saw the price quickly fall
to below £400 and then £350.
Coincidentally the prices of blank
discs were finally beginning to make
sense although still some way off
today’s bargain prices. It was their
very cost or, to be more precise, the
price difference between these discs
and computer audio ones, that led
many to find another useful feature
of the CDR-870 - it was possible to
get the 870 to record onto
computer discs with a bit of
tweaking with a bent paper clip! This

ey hi-fiwortd.co.uk

proved a bit of a warranty nightmare
for some dealers, as machines slowly
had enough of this jiggery pokery
and simply packed up, yet disc prices
fell enough in the meantime for the
problem not to persist.

Interestingly Philips also designed
their follow up model, the CDR-880,
not to offer this user tweak. As with
other pioneering Philips models the
CDR-870 also suffered from
a few glitches that were
ironed out with 880. Perhaps
anyone who latter bought an
il-faced DVDR880/890
should have been made
aware of this! Still, no one
can knock Philips for being
so bold in dramatically
raising the profile of
domestic CDR and, more
latterly, DVDR. The CDR-880
went on to spurn a few
clone models including my
own much loved Traxdata CDR900.

At the time Marantz were
closely affiliated with Philips and
there were the inevitable high end
off shoots. Anyone now looking for
the definitive domestic CDR could
probably do far worse than the
Marantz DR6000. Yet despite it’s
initial popularity the format has
never really taken off. Let’s face it,
there wasn't ever a great choice of
machines. It was pretty much down
to Philips and Pioneer, whose
PDR609 (reviewed in January's group
test) is probably the mass market
machine of choice now.Yamaha and a
couple of others flitted with the idea
of CDR but never really made a
range of it. These days it's just left to
Philips to soldier on with the
CDRé600 and twin CDR796 and even
these are in danger of imminent
death. Perhaps it’s still a little too
early to write the epitaph for CDR
yet there are products out there
which really haven’t made it easy for
the format of late. One such product
is the Apple iPod.There, I've said it
again.
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Stexreo 40

Awarded Hi Fi News ‘Editors Choice’
(Integrated amplifiers up to £1000)

“Icon Audio offers sensible, well sorted valve amps, with
adequate power for most users and built to a good standard.
Valve amplifier ownership without tears”.

Stexreo 4O EL34 integrated 37+37w (or 17+17 Triode)

We are delighted to win this award, the hundreds already sold
are testimonial to the smooth rich valve sound, without any
harshness yet retaining the brilliance of your recordings and the
ability to reproduce stunning midrange and deep bass. The
Stereo 40 is extremely quiet allowing that ‘inky blackness’ to
permeate through. A simple design using quality components
throughout. The ability to switch from ultralinear to triode gives
extraordinary flexibility of amplifiers costing much more.

LA 3 Line preamp Mﬁés 300B Mono Blocks (28w x2)
Our range of amplifiers will drive almost any speaker and
offers excellent valve for money.

Stexreo 20 EL84 15watts integrated £649.95*
Stexreo 4O EL34 37watts integrated £899.95*
LA3 Triode Line Level pre amp £649.95*
MRB 25 300B Mono blocks (pr) £1999.95

Features include: All Triode front end. Hand built & wired. ‘Point
to Point’ wiring. Tape monitor circuit. ALPS Volume control. No
printed circuit board. All gold plated terminals. Audiophile
components. 4 & 8ohm speaker matching. Stainless steel &
6/10mm alloy plate construction. Attractive stainless steel &
Plexiglas valve cage included. Stunning looks. Upgrade options.
Superb smooth valve sound quality.
*Try for 30 days, refund if not delighted!
We do Part Exchange? your old equipment could be

worth more than you think. Ask us for details.

Order now by phone or ask for our illustrated leaflet.

Visit our new wehsite at www.iconaudio.co.uk

Auditions by appointment. Dealer inquiries welcome
Phone 07787 158791. Email sales@iconaudio.co.uk

icom fudio 351 Aylestone Road Leicester LE2 8TA
Visa and MasterCard accepted CE marked

www.soundspares.co.uk

Jensen PIO signal capacitors

SENSEN st |
= 0.01uF Aluminium Foil .....£10.13 each : =
£36.50 setof4 a 1uF Aluminium Foil .. £19.99 each

* 0.01uF Copper Foil ......... £15.29 each T
£55.00setof 4w {uF Copper Foil ........ £41.23 each

« 0.1uF Aluminium Foil .......£12.50 each Eididinctofd
£45.00 setof 4 Other values and versions available - Please Calt

= 0.1uF Copper Foil ............. £18.27 each D
£65.77 setof 4 T

= (.22uF Aluminium Foil .....£14.51 each » 47000uF - 16v...
ES224setofd  w 33000uF - 25v...
* 0.22uF Copper Foll ........... £22.02 each = 22000uF - 40v...

. £79.28 setofd 10000uF - 63v
® 0.47uF Aluminium Foil .....1661each o 800uF - 100y

£59.80 setof 4
220uF - 385v
= 0.47uF Copper Foil ......... £28.94 each
£104.18 set of 4

Valve Amplifier Parts

= EL34 Monoblock amp chassis.£43.00
* 30w Mains Transformer
410-0-410v / 5v/ 6.3v...ecceenceee. £56.00 = Alps Blue Audio Dual Pot 50k..... £13
= 30w Mains Transformer = Alps Blue Audio Dual Pot 20k.....£13
375V 15V 6.3V £52.00
® PP 30w Output Transformer.....£49.00 = DACT CT2 Attenuator Dual 100k.£115
* HT Choke 200mA 7H................. £21.00 = DACT CT2 Attenuator Dual 50k...£115

Eichmann™- Bullet Plugs®
= Bullet plug - 4 pack.........ccoceeerrnees £ 30.00

= Silver Bullet Plug - single............£ 18.49 .

= Silver Bullet Plug - 4 pack............ £ 74,99 Prices Include VAT & UK Delivery
= eXpress 4 interconnect RCA 1m*.... .~ .£ 79.99
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L] eXpress 6 interconnect RCA 1m*.. . £144.99 “arerative lengths available on request

sales@soundspares.co.uk

Absolute De

Audiogram MB2- Integrated Ampkifier'
Audiogram MB1- Amplifier
0O  Apogee Mini Grands - Loudspeakers
Audio Research LS12 - Preampli IIer
earch CD3 - CD Playe
Audio Research DAC1-20 - DAC
07 Audio Research VT50-Valve Amplifier
¥ Audio Research M300MKE snolVorol s
= California Audio Alpha - DAC
California Audio DX1-CD Player
©) Copland CDA277 - CD Player HDED
™~ Copland CDA288 - CD Player HDED :
Copland CSA301 MKI - valve Preamplifier £i
~~ Copland CSA303 - Hybrid Preamplifier £
<t Copland CTA504 - Valve Amplifier
Goldmund Mimesis 6B - Amplifie
Jadis Orchestra - CD Player
Krell KAV250P- Preamplifier
Krell KSL - Preamplifier
Krell CD-DSP-Top loader CD Player
Martin Logan Cinema - Centre channel
Martin Logan Theatre - Centre channel
Martin Logan Odyssey - Electrostatic
o Martin Logan Prodigy - Electrostatic
Q PS Audio Ultralink il - DAC “
PS Audio Reference Link -Digital Preamp
'% Concertino Home Louds
Sonus Faber Grand Piano Home Loudspeakers
Theta Digital Dreadnaught -5 ch-amp
Theta Digital Carmen Il - CD/DVD rive
Theta Digital David It -CD/DVD Drive
=  Wilson Audio CUB - Loudspeaker Si‘l
T Wilson Audio CUB ll w/stands Black
Wilson Audio Witt Il Loudspeakers Black £5400.00
Z Systems RDQ1- Transparent Digital Equalizer £1850.00

died.com - +4

alityau

no grey imports - all equipment comes
with 1 year full warranty




world classics

In this heavily revised section, you'll find the great and the good from audio’s glorious past.
Most are seminal designs which have earned their place in hi-fi history, but you'li also see
some oddities which aren’t classic as such, but are great used buys. The year of introduction
is given, alongside the original UK launch price. Think we’ve overlooked something? Then write

in and let us know!

DIGITAL

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO CDI11986 [£1500]
Irspired Stan Curtis redesign of Philips

CD 104, complete with switchable digital fil-
ter. Lean but tight and musical performer.

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO

CDASE 1998 [£200]
A touch soft in the treble and tonally light,
but outstanding in every other respect.

LINN KARIK 1l 1995 [£1775]
The final Karik was a gem. Superb transport
gives a brilliantly tight. grippy dynamic sound,
albeit tonally dry.

MARANTZ CD73 1983 [£700]
A riot of gold brushed aluminium and LEDs,
this distinctive machine squeezed every last

ounce from izs |4x4 DAC -super musical

MARANTZ SA-I| 2000 [£5,000]
The greatest argument for SACD.This sub-
lime Ken Ishiwata design is utterly musically
convincing with both CD and SACD, beating
most audiophile CD spinners hands down.

MERIDIAN MCD 1984 [£600]
The first British ‘audiophile’ machine was a
sweeter, more detailed Philips CD100. [4x4
never sounded so good, until the MCD Pro
arrived a year later.

MERIDIAN 207

1988 [£995]
Beautifully-built two-box with pre-amp stage.
Very musical although not as refined as mod-
ern Bitstream gear. No digital output.

MUSICAL FIDELITY

TRIVISTA 2002 £4000
When playing SACDs, the sweetest, most
lucid and tyrical digital disc spinner we've
heard. Old school stereo, pure DSD design.
CD sound is up in the £1000 class, too!
Future classic.

NAIM CDS 1990 [£ N/A]
Classic Philips 16x4 chipset with serious
attention to power supplies equals grin-
inducing sonics.

SONY CDP-l101 1982 [£800]
The first Japanese CD spinner was powerful
and involving. Brilliant transport more than
compensated for 16x2 DAC, and you even
got remote control!

SONY CDP-RI/DAS-RI 1987 [£3,000]
Sony’s first two boxer was right first time.
Tonally lean, but probably the most detailed
and architectural sounding machine of the
eighties.

SONY CDP-701ES

1984 [£890}
Sony’s first ever bespoke high end audiophile
machine used a 16x2 DAC to provide a clini-
cally incisive sound; supreme build quality
altied to the pure unadulterated luxury of a
paperbook-sized remote control.

YAMAHA CD-XI 1983 [£340]
Nicely built 16x2 machine with a very sharp
and detailed sound; sometimes too much so.
Excellent ergonomics, unlike almost every
other rival of the time.

COMPACT DISC

TRANSPORTS

ESOTERIC PO 1997 [£8,000]
The best CD drive bar none; TEAC's Tokyo
boys pushed the boat out in style. Brilliantly
incisive, ridiculously over engineered.

KENWOOD 9010 1986 [£600]
The first discrete Jap transport was beautiful-
ty done and responds well to re-clocking
even today.

TEACVRDS-TI 1994 [£600]
Warm and expansive sound made this a mid
price hit.Well built, with a slick mech.

DACs

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO

DACMAGIC 1995  [£99]
Good value upgrade for budget CD players
with extensive facilities and detailed sonics.

DCS ELGAR 1997 [£8500]
Extremely open and natural performer, albeit
extremely pricey - superb.

DPA LITTLE BIT 3 1996 [£299]
Rich, clean, rhythmic and punchy sound trans-
forms budget CD players.

PINK TRIANGLE

DACAPO 1993 [£ N/A]
Exquisite: the warmest and most lyrical 16bit
digital audio we have ever heard. Clever plug-
in digita! filter modules really worked!

www; hi-fiworld.ca.uk

QED DIGIT 1991 [£90]
Budget bitstream performer with tweaks
aplenty. Positron PSU upgrade makes it
smooth, but now past it.

TURNTABLES

PIONEER PLI2D [1973] £36
The beginning of the end for the British
turntable industry. When vinyl was the lead-
ing source, this bought new standards of
noise performance and stability to the class,
plus a low friction S-shaped tonearm. Later
PL1 12D was off the pace compared to rivals

ARISTON RDI IS 1972 [£94]
Modern evolution of Thorens® original belt
drive paradigm, Scotland’s original super-deck
was warm and musical, albeit soft. Still capa-
ble of fine results today.

DUAL CS505 1982 [£75]
Simple high quality engineering and a
respectable low mass tonearm made for a
briltiant budget buy. Polished, smooth and
slightly bland sound.

GOLDRING LENCO

88/89 1963 [£15.6S]
Simple, well engineered middleweight with
soft, sweet sound and reasonable tonearms.
Good spares and servicing support even
today from specialists.

LINN AXIS 1987 [£253]
Simplified cut-price version of the Sondek
complete with LVX arm. Elegant and decently
performing mid-price package. Later version
with Akito tonearm better.

LINN SONDEK LPI2 1973 [£86]
For many, the Brit superdeck; constant mods
meant that early ones sound warmer and
more lyrical than modern versions.
Beguilingly musical but now off the pace.

TECHNICS SPI0 1973 [£400]
Seminal Japanese engineering. Sonics depend
on plinths, but a well mounted SP10/1l will
give any modern a hard time, especially in
respect of bass power and midband accuracy.
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Choice hi-fi make it easy for
you to fulfill your sonic
dreams. Quality hi-fi is not just
about expensive brandnames.
It's about aspiring to the very
best sound, about choosing
your ideal system from the
widest selection in the country,
in a unique no-pressure
environment.

yourchoice

*Acoustic Energy
+Advantage
*Analysis Plus
*ATC

*Audia Flight
*Audible ITlusions
*Audio Note

*Audio Physic
*B.AT
*Bel Canto
*Boulder
*Bryston

T.

0
>

*DNM

°E§glaston Works
*Electrograph Delphi
*Genelec

*Lexicon
*Linn
‘Loewe
“Lutron

*Lyra

*Mark Levinson
*Michell En§.
*Musical Fidelity
*Naim
*NEC
*Nordost
*QOracle
*Ortofon
‘P.M.C.
*Plinius
*Primare
'groigct i
*Quadraspire
*REL P

*Rockport
*Roksan
*Rotel
*Ruark
*Seleco
*SME
*Soundations
*Strajght Wire
~Sugden O
jPra Labs =
*Teac A
-Theme,.Scﬁ
?om Eva,n.’s ‘
‘lotem

* Transfi .
*Trichord

The best in New, Second hand and Ex Dem equipment

<o

HOME
I'N

C EMA

ClaraVox Magnifica (Final Offer)

Exposure Vil pre + Xl psu

Magnum Dynalab P 200 Pre

dpa Enlightenment DAC
ichaelson Audio Odyseus

McCormak Line Drive

Audio Refinement Pre 5 "new”

IR hismonth

POWER AMPLIFIERS
Conrad Johnson Premier 140 S5A
Krell KSA 80B

Krell KSA 250

Mark Levinson 383 Integrated

PRE AMPLIFIERS
Conrad Johnson PVI14L
Audia Flight Pre

LOUDSPEAKERS
Totem Arrow
JM Lab Micro Utopia BE

CD PLAYERS &
Acoustic Arts Drive 1/Dac | mk il
Acuphase DP70

DACS/DVD PLAYERS

TURNTABLES, ANALOGUE, VARIOUS

Nottingham Analogue, Space Deck/DV/20X
Trichord Dino (Phono)

P < T

Conrad Johnson MF2500
YBA Passion Monoblocks
Audia Flight |00
Audia Flight One integrated
Linn Klimax 500 Solo (4)
Musical Fidelity NuVista 300
Boulder 500 AE
Bel Canto Evo 4
ES Lab DX-S4
AV S2000A Amp
Roksan L2/S| Pre/ Power
Krell KAY 250A
Roksan Caspian integrated
Roksan Caspian Power
Quad 33/ 303
Krell FPB 700cx
Naim Nait 3
Rowland Model 12 (4 chassis)
Cary 805 C Monoblocks “new"
E.S. Lab DX-S8
Plinius 8200P
Plinius SA 102 new
Musical Fidelity P180
Musical Fidelity CRPS
Bryston 4 BSS
t-a is Defy 7 mk Il

inn Bass Active Card
Gamut D200 »es '
Audio Innovations S1000 mk IIl monos
Krell MDA 300
Cary SLA 70 mk Il Silver
Linn Klassik CD/Amp silver
Boulder |060 Power “nes
Primare 30.1 mk Il Integrated
YBA Passion Stereo »
Plinius 250 mk IV "nes"

B components

AY COMPONENTS
Linn S103 System Controller
Parasound 2205 - 5 Channel
Lexicon MCI

Lexicon MC8 Processor
Lexicon RT 10 DVD Player
SIM 2 HT 300

Primare P30 Processor

Linn Klassik DVD

Lexicon MCt2 / MCI2B

Loewe Xemix DVD "new”

PLASMAS/LCD/PROJECTORS
From NEC/ Panasonic/Pioneer/Sharp from
E|ectrograq_h Delphi/Seleco/Sony/Sanyo
Panasonic TH-42 PWD6  "rcw

B plifiers

Audio Research LS2B

Musical Fidelity NuVista

Musical Fidelity MVT Pre
Conrad Johnson PVI0

Audio Research LS25 mk Il

Y 2a Line

Tom Evans The Vibe Pre

Chord DSC |600E (dac/pre)
Audio Research LS3

AVI 52000 MP remote pre

Cary SLP98L Remote Pre x-dem
Bourder 1012 (pre amp/ 24.96 dac/ Phono)
YBA Passion Pre {(inc Phono)
Boulder 2010 Pre

Plinius 16L "new”

fs'o

BUY/SELL

£0n Dem

£3,200.00

C.A.T. ultimate reference Pre Amp inc/Phono “new” £0n Dem £5,750.00

Our Original ifc I
Price Retail Price - er
£2,995.00  £14,500.00 S p eaxers
£450.00 £1,200.00 JM Lab Mez2o Utopia £3,500.00
£695.00 £1,900.00 Audio Physic Avanti £4,995.00
£295.00 £ - Wilson Audio System 5.1 £6,995.00
£495.00 £1,500.00 Avante Garde Trio £9,995.00
£395.00 £995.00 Proac Ref 128 Yew £1,295.00
(39500 (89500 Proac CCl Centre £595.00
: : 2 x Proac ER| Sub £595.00
5D Acoustics 5D £495.00
l?lnaudio Audience 50 £395.00
L‘ Lab Nova Utopia £On Dem
eybrook Sextet (new drivers) £495.00
£5,250.00 £7,000.00 Revel Ultima Studio £7,495.00
£€1,395.00 £3,600.00 ATC SCM 10 Passive Black 95.00
£2,250.00  £6,500.00 w Lab Alto Utopia BE £0n Dem
£4,950.00 £6.000.00 ilson Witt mk | £3,750.00
M Lab Utopia £9,995.00
eference 3A £1,750.00
£1,650.00 £2,250.00 Audio Physic Spark £1,150.00
£0n Dem £4,500.00 Talon Kite Centre & Bracket £795.00
Ensemble PAI £895.00
Aerial Acoustic SW 12 Sub Woofer, Mapie/remote  £2,995.00
£795.00  £970.00 Mirage M3 sl £1,595.00
£0n Dem £4,400.00 Linn Kabers (Active) £995.00
Rel Q 200 E £0n Dem
Rel Q ISOE £0n Dem
£0n Dem  £6,500.00 Audio Physic Luna Sub (wood) £0n Dem
£1595.00 £- Audio Physic Yara £0n Dem
Vienna Acoustics Mahler £0On Dem
Vienna Acoustics Mozart £0n Dem
£1,295.00 £2,200.00 Vienna Acoustics 5.1 £0n Dem
£345.00  £498.00 Cabasse io 5.1 £0n Dem
M Lab Sib & Cub (5.1 spk sys) £0n Dem
lue Room Minipod (White £225.00
g:ue goom min!pog ; iub Blue) 22%288
ue Room Minipod Su !
£2.795.00 £4,000.00  Genelec 205 Actpive Monitors £0n Dem
£%495~°° £9.300.00 Ay dio Physic Virgo Il “new” £0n Dem
£0n Dem £6,500.00  Aydio Physic Tempo Il “new” £0n Dem
8y Daim SBLs £995.00
.00 each£6,000.! Wi
82;288 (gégggg Rogers LS55 "new £260.00
R — P rlayers DACS
4T cat
E +400. Linn Sondec CDI2 £7,995.00
£99500  £2500.00 | jnn UNIDISK £0n Dom
£1,795.00 £3,650.00  Chord SPM 1600E Dac/ Pre £3.250.00
£0n Dem £895.00  |inn CDI2 £ Dem
21%'; e Linn Karik/ Numerik Ezgg.oo
d ¥ ink Triangle Da Capo 130 .00
(;I.‘?g(S).OO “5'00800 Microme ¢ Micro lfrive/ dac £99S.00
i £608.0 Krell KPS 25sc 24/96 £11,995.00
899?88 éé‘iso%go Roksan Caspian CD On Dem
£4998,00 £8.230.00 Theta Data Pro Basic lla £1,495.00
onBes \'é50.00 Jrichord PD-S 503 £295.00
£0n Dem £3720.00  Pink Triangle Ordinal £295.00
(39'; OOe £900.00 YBA CD/{ Delta (Twin psu) £3,995.00
£395.00  £900.00 Audio Synthesis DAX Decade £1,695.00
b : Mark Levinson 39 £2,995.00
£0n Dem £2,350.00 YBA CD 3 Delta SO
gg'g(s)g'oo 2?20(?8(?0 Audiomeca Damnation CD Transport £750.00
£O; Dem £325000 FrimareV20 DVD/CD £750.00
£995.00 £300000 Audio Aero 32/192 Capitole CD (Ver. 4) £0n Dem
1 5 000 Primare V25 CD/OVD £0On Dem
£4,995.00 £12,000.00
£1'29500 £225000 Theta Pro Gen £595.00
(8‘95 00 £|'030.00 Boulder 2020 dac £PO.A.
£0A Dem £16,500.00 Jheta Data Il Transport AT + link £1,995.00
£90.0 A CD Integre "new” £O0n Dem
£1,350.00 £1,500.00 YB g
£3,995.00 £5,995.00
Roksan Xerxes 10/DS1.5/ Artemiz/ Jubilee £0n Dem
Ortofonéubilee £0n Dem
Roksan Caspian Phono se £0n Dem
£2,395.00 £3,285.00 SME 20/2A £0n Dem
£1,795.00 £3,000.00  Roksan TMS2/ Artemiz £On Dem
£1,995.00 £5.500.00  Michell Orbe/ VC/ RB300 £On Dem
£0n Dem £5,000.00  Nakamichi CR3 £495.00
£0n Dem £2,300.00  Nakamichi CR4 £595.00
£7.500.00  £9,000.00 Project RPM 6 "new" £On Dem
£1,295.00 £2,000.00  Pproject RPM9/ arm £On Dem
£0n Dem £2.000.00  VPITNT mk IV/ Rockport 6000/ Flywheel/ VPI Stand/
£0n Dem £8100.00/  Clearauudio Accurate/ Pump etc. ‘new” £8,500.00
o £8300.00 Roksan Radius 5 (Acrylic)/ Nima arm “new” £0On Dem
£0n Dem  £495.00 Lorricraft record cleaning machine £0n Dem
E’ara Lab; The One Balanced Im Ez?9go
armax Pro # Dem
£4000.00 ;82 Revox B160 Tuner £450.00
£4.400.00 Decca London Gold (original Garrott Brothers)  £1,495.00
BAACY SME 30/2 A "new" £10,495.00
Moth Record Cleaning m/c £395.00
Project RPM4/ Ortofon 510 "new” £245.00
Ortofon Rohmann £0n Dem
£1,29500 £ - Ortofon Kontrapunkt a/b "new” £0n Dem
£995.00  £1,200.00
£29500 £ - Michell Gyro SE/ RB300 "new" £0n Dem
£495.00  £1,200.00  Audio Synthesis Phono Eq mm/mc 495.00
£4,250.00 £5,995.00  Gryphon Phono Pre-Amp (dual mono) Head Amp £695.00
£1,295.00 £1,99500 SME Series V Arm "new” 1,350.00
n Dem £2,700.00  Pink Triangle PT Ext psu £495.00
£3,250.00 £6,500.00  Plinius 14 Phono “new" £On Dem
£895.00 1,997.00  Nackamichi DR 3 £195.00
£395.00  £800.00 Tom Evans - The Groove "new” On Dem
£1,495.00 £2,794.00  Clear Audio Reference Mc phono stage X-demo  £1,695.00
£O0n Dem £13,000.00 Rega Planer 3 + Hi Fi News Out Board Power Sy £320.00
£3,995.00 £5,595.00  Clear Audio Symphono phono stage X-demo MMMC  £640.00

£POA £30,000.00

Reduced this month

£2,000.00
£2,225.00
£430.00

£12,000.00
£6,500.00
£6,500.00
£12,000.00
£3,300.00
g 1,400.00

£23.498.00
£

£600.00
£5,500.00
£3,250.00
£5,000.00
£2,200.00
£1,600.00
£1,000.00
£4,500.00
£1,000.00
£1,295.00
£24,000.00
£4,000.00
£1,195.00

£4,500.00
£1,500.00
£950.00

£5,273.53
£8,500.00
22.350.00

£.
£500.00
£1,000.00

£16,000.00

£ Priceless
?2’289'00

£325.00
£1,050.00
£500.00/
£750.00
g 1,100.00

£1,600.00
£165000

£2,750.00
£400.00

£1,795.00
£2,065.00

£423.00
£740.00

020 8392 1959&=020 8392 1963

farx:020 8392 1994

Winfo@choice-hifi.com

Open from l0am to 6épm Mon-Sat and other times by appointment,

Buy, sell, excha
Ao s

W

AL D AT

nge quality hi-fi equipment.



MARANTZ TTI1000 1978 [£ N/A]
Beautiful seventies high end belt drive with
sweet and clean sound. Rare in Europe, but
blg in Japan.

-

MICHELL GYRODEC
Thanks to its stunning visuals, this bold
design wasn't accorded the respect it
deserved untl recently. Early examples sound
cold and mechanical, but now right on the
pace. Clean, solid and architectural sound.

1981 [£599]

REGA PLANAR 3 1978 [£79]
Brilliantly simple but clean and musical per-
former, complete with Acos-derived S-shape
tonearm. 1983 saw the arrival of the RB300,
which added detail at the expense of
warmth. Superb budget buy.
GARRARD 301/40!

1953 [£19]

Heavy metal - tremendously strong and artic-
ulate with only a veiled treble to let it down.
In many respects, better than the seventies
‘superdecks’ that succeeded it.

ROKSAN XERXES 1984 [£550]
Supposedly the first to ‘better’ the LP12.
Super tight and clean sound, with excellent
transients. Less musical than the Sondek, but
more neutral. Sagging plinth top-plates make
them a dubious used buy.

Coming Soon
The New DVD 5 from
Naim Audio will be here
soon. Have we heard it -
yes. We are sure it will
do what it says on the tin
and more with special
emphasis on the CD
replay. For more up to
date information please
call Patrick on either of
the above numbers.

e

THORENS TD 124 1959 [£ N/A]
The template for virtually every 1970s
‘superdeck’, this iconic design was the only
real competition for Garrard's 301. It was
sweeter and more lyrical, yet lighter and less
impactful in the bass.

TOWNSHEND ROCK 1979 [£ N/A]
The product of academic research by the
Cranfield Institute, this novel machine has an
extremely clean and fluid sound. Substantialty
modified through the years, and capable of
superb results even today.

TRIO LO-7D 1978 [£600]
The best ‘all-in-one’ turntable package ever
made, Trio/Kenwood threw their ‘engineering
best practice’ book at this one with startling
results. Clean, powerful and three-dimension-
al sound, ultimately limited by the tonearm.

TONEARMS

ACOS LUSTRE GST-1 1975 [£46]
The archetypal S-shaped seventies arm; good,
propulsive and involving sound in its day, but
ragged and undynamic now.

AUDIO TECHNICA

AT 1120 1978  [£75]
Fine finish can't compensate for this ultra
low mass arm's limited sonics - a good
starter arm if you've only got a few quid to
spend.

ALPHASON HRI100S 1981 [£150]
First class arm, practically up to present-day
standards. Buy carefully, though, as there is no
service available now. Totally under priced
when new, exceptional.

SME 3009 1959 [£18]
Once state of the art, but long since bet-
tered. Musical enough, but weak at frequency
extremes and veiled in the midband.
Legendary serviceability has made it a cult,
used prices unjustifiably high.

GRACE G707 1974 [£58]
This early Japanese example of the tonearm
art has a smooth, lyrical sound. Imported by
Linn, fitted to early LP|2s. Sonically way off
the pace now, though.

SME SERIES Il 1979 [£113]
Clever variable mass design complete with
Titanium Nitride tube tried to be all things
to all men, and failed. Charming nonetheless,
with a warm and inoffensive sound.

HADCOCK GH228 1976 [£46]
Evergreen unipivot with lovely sweet, fluid
sound - although bass and dynamics are limit-
ed. Excellent service backup.

LINN ITTOK LVII 1978 [£253]
Arguably the first ‘superarm’; Japanese design
to Linn specs made for a muscular, rhythmic
sound with real dynamics. Now off the pace,
but the final LVIll version worth seeking out.
REGA RB300

1983  [£88]

Inspired budget esoterica. Detailed, tight, neu-
tral sound but tonally grey sounding in
absolute terms. Responds well to tweaking,
and its cheaper RB250 brother better still.

NAIM ARO 1986 [£875]
Truly endearing and charismatic performer -
wonderfully engaging mid-band makes up for
softened frequency extremes.

y
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TECHNICS EPA-501 1979 [£ N/A]
Popular partner for late seventies Technics
motor units. Nice build and Titanium Nitride
tube can’t compensate for middling sound.

INTEGRATED
AMPLIFIERS/COMBOS
DELTEC 1987 [£1900]

Fast, dry and with excellent transients, this
first DPA integrated is the real deal for eight-
les obsessives. Ridiculously punchy 80W per
channel from a tiny, half-size box. Radical,
cool and more than a little strange.

248 Lee High Rd, London SE13 5PL (10am to 6.30pm Closed Thurs & Sun)

EMS

The Nait 5i is the astounding new entry level integrated
from Naim featuring 50wpc - phono & din inputs and
great sound for only £699. Come and listen.

The new CD5i is the new no frills entry player from Naim
and lacks minor fuctionality from the CD5 for around
£370 less. Call for an audition to compare.

wwwthi-fiworld.co.uk

Life Changing Experience!
Call (020) 8318 5755 or 8852 1321

A good music system is not
only essential to get the best
from your CD collection, it
also adds a new dimension
to todays visual experience.
A good system not only puts
soul into what you listen &
watch. it holds its value, year
after year. Your ears will tell
you all you want to know -
book and audition and let us
give you a test drive.
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classics

EXPOSURE VII/VIII 1985  [£625]
Semina! mid-eighties Exposure pre-power,
offering most of what rival Naim amps did
with just that little bit extra smoothness and
sweetness. Still, it’s by no means "sweet’ by
today’s standards, being lean, punchy, musical.
It's also possessed of that quintessentially
eighties look — frumpy black steel boxes with
rough silk screened logos!

ROGERS A7S 1978 [£220]
The prototypical Audiolab 80002 — lots of
sensible facilities, a goodly power output and
nice sound in one box.The later A75I) and
A100 versions offered improved sonics and
were seriously sweet and open to listen to.

SUGDEN CSI1/P51i 1976 [£130]
Soft sounding early Sugden combo with a
plethora of facilities and filters, complete with
seventies-tastic DIN socketry. A sweet and
endearing performer as you'd expect, but
lacking in power and poor load driving ability,
so partner carefully.

VTL MINIMAL/SOW

MONOBLOCK 1985 [£1,300]
Vacuum Tube Logic was one of the Europe’s
biggest tube names in the eighties, and it
shows. Rugged, professional build and finish
allied to a lively and punchy sound (albeit
with limited power) make them an excellent
used buy.

A&R A60 1977 [£115]

Sweet and musical feature-packed integrated;
the Audiolab 8000A used its blueprint to
great effect.

AUDIOLAB 8000A 1985 [£495]
Smooth integrated with clean MM/MC phono
stage and huge feature count. Extremely reli-
able, too. Post '93 versions a top used buy.

CREEK CAS4040 1983 [£150]

More musical than any budget amp before it;
CAS4140 loses tone controls, gains grip.

Sty Vee

MCINTOSH MA6800 1995 [£3735]
Effortlessly sweet, strong and powerful with
seminal styling to match.

MISSION CYRUS 2 1984 [£299]
Classic eighties minimalism combines arrest-
ing styling with clean, open, lively sound.

Further upgradeable with PSX power supply.

MUSICAL FIDELITY Al 1985 [£350]
Beguiling Class A integrated with exquisite
styling. Questionable reliability.

MYST TMA3 1983 [£300]
Madcap eighties minimalism, but a strong and
tight performer all the same.

NAIM NAIT 1984 [£350]
Superb rhythms and dynamics make it truly
musical, but tonally monochromatic. Fine
phono stage, very low power.

NAD 3020 1979 [£69]
Brilliantty smooth, sweet and punchy at the
price and even has a better phono stage than

you'd expect. The archetypal budget super-amp.

ROGERS CADET Il
Sweet sounding valve integrated, uses ECL86
output valves, even has a half useable phono
stage, sweet, warm a good introduction to
valves

1965  [£34]

ROTEL RA-820BX 1983 [£139]
Lively and clean budget integrated that
arguably started the move to minimalism.

SUGDEN A2l 1969 [£ NIA]
Class A transistor integrated with an emi-
nently likeable smoothness and musicality.
Limited inputs via DIN sockets.

PREAMPLIFIERS

AUDIOLAB 8000C 1991 [£499]
Tonally grey but fine phono input and great
facilities make it an excellent general purpose
tool.

AUDIO RESEARCH SP-81982 [£1,400]
Beautifully designed and built high end tube
preamplifier with deliciously sweet and
smooth sound. Not the last word in incision
or grip, but that didn't matter to those who
aspired to it.

CONRAD JOHNSON

MOTIV MC-8 1986 [£2,500]
Minimalist FET-based preamplifier from the
Yank valve specialists is brilliantly neutral and
smooth with a spry, light balance in the
mould of Sugden high end stuff. Something of
a curio, but worthwhile nonetheless.

CROFT MICRO 1986 [£150]
Budget valve pre-amp with exceptionally
transparent performance.

LEAK POINT ONE STEREO

1958 [£ N/A]
Good for their time, but way off the pace
these days. Use of EF86 pentode valve for
high gain rules out ultra performance. Not
the highest-fi!

LINN LK-1 1986 [£499]
A brave attempt by the Glasgow boys to
bring remote controlled user-friendliness to
hair-shirt audiophile hi-fi. Didn’t quite work,
but not half bad for under £100.

NAIM NAC32.5 1978 [£ N/A]
The Salisbury company came of age with this,
their classic high end pre. Brilliantly fast and
incisive sound that's a joy with vinyl but a tad
forward for digital.

LECSON AC-| 1973 [£ N/A]

Amazing styling courtesy of Allan Boothroyd
can't disguise its rather cloudy sound, but a
design classic nonetheless.

SAVE UP TO 50% ON EX-DISPLAY BARGAINS

SOME AS NEW (MARKED*} WITH 2 YR WARRANTY 24HR DEL ONLY £5. CHECK STOCK BEFORE ORDER

CALL SALES:(020) 8318 5755 or 8852 1321 - 245 Lee High Road, London, SE13 5L

Please call for details on deferred 0% APR for purchases of more than £660. Prices set at time of press. E&0E

SOUND -
Arcam DT26* DAB Tuner (2Yr G/tee) . ... .. (999.00)
Arcam CD62T CD Player (2Yr G/tee) ........ (369.00)
Arcam CD82T CD Player (2Yr G/tee) ......... (599.00)
Arcam A85* Amp inc Phono- Blk (2Yr Gitee) . .(309.00)
Arcam DV88 Plus* DVD Player - (2Yr /Gtee) . . .(999.00)
AVI Biggatron Speakers - Cheny (2Yr /Gtee) . .(599.00)
B&W 601/3* Speakers (2YrGitee) ......... (249.00)

Linn Klimax* Twin Power Amplifier (2Yr G/tee) .(6000.00)

Linn Trikan Centre Spkr - maple (2Yr /Gtee) . . .(549.00)
Linn Ninka Speakers - Blk (2Yr G/tee) ... ... (1145.00)
Linn Espek Speakers - maple (2Yr G/tee) . . .(2800.00)
Linn Sizmik Active Sub - Chenry (2Yr /Gtee) . . . .(995.00)

Mission M5c¢c* Centre Spkr - Beech (1Yr /Gtee) .(199.00)

£499.00 Naim AV2 Processor 2YrGftee) .......... (2255.00) £1695.00
£259.00 Naim NAPV 175 3 Ch P/Amplifier (2Yr G/tee) .(1225.00) £895.00
£499.00 Naim NAC 202* Preamp (2Yr /Gtee) ....... (1375.00) £995.00
£649.00 Naim NAC 252* Preamp (2Yr /Gtee) ....... (3995.00) £2995.00
£699.00 Naim NAP 200 Power Amp (2Yr /Gtee) ..... (1345.00) £985.00
£429.00 Naim NAP 250 Power Amp (2Yr /Gtee) . .. ... (2250.00) £1745.00
£199.00 Naim Supercap* Power supply (2Yr G/tee) .(2695.00) £2095.00
£4295.00 Naim Credo Speakers (2Yr G/tee) ... .. .. (1350.00) £595.00
£349.00 Naim SL2 Speakers - Maple (2Yr G/tee) . .(4995.00) £3795.00
£695.00 Revox E642 42" Plasma/Tuner (1Yr /Gtee) .(7499.00) £2799.00
£1795.00 Spendor S3 Speakers - Maple (2Yr G/tee) .(599.00) £449.00
£645.00 SpendorS6 Speakers - Maple (2Yr G/tee) . .(1299.00) £899.00
£99.00 SpendorS8 Speakers - Chenry (2Yr G/tee) . .(1699.00) £1185.00
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QUAD 22 1958 [£25]
The partner to the much vaunted Quad Il
monoblocs - cloudy and vague sound means
it's for anacrophites only.

QUAD 33 1968  [£43]
Better than the 22, but Quad's first tranny
pre isn't outstanding. Responds well to
tweaking/ rebuilding though...

POWER AMPLIFIERS

LEAK STEREO 20 1958  [£31]
Excellent workaday classic vave amplifier
with decent power and drive Surprisingly
modern sounding if rebuilt sympathetically.
Irrepressibly musical and fluic.

LEAK POINT ONE,TLIO,

TLI2 1949  [£28]
Early classics that are getting expensive.
Overhauling is de rigeur before use, using
original parts if possible. Surprisingly crisp
and musical sound, that's far more modern
than Quad lis. Deeply impressive when in
fine fettle.

LECSON API 1973 [£ N/A]
Madcap cylindrical styling aliuded to its
‘tower of power’ pretensions, but it wasn't.
Poor build, but decently clean sounding when
working.

&% Joo

YSTEMS

SOUND -

Arcam CD72 CD Player Silver (6Mth /Gtee) . . .
Arcam DV88 DVD Player Silver (1Yr /Gtee) . ..
Arcam FMJ DV27 Player (1Yr G/tee)
Arcam A85 Amplifier (1Yr G/tee)
Arcam Alpha 7 Tuner (6Mth G/tee)
B&W CDMCse Centre Spkr - Blk (6Mth G/tee) .(400.00) £199.00 Naim NAP 250 Power Amp (1Yr G/tee)

...... (279.00)

MARANTZ MODEL 9 1997 [£8000]
Authentic reproduction monoblocs soll more
than cut the sonic mustard.Highly expensive

and highly sought after.

RADFORD STA25 RENAISSANCE

1986 [£977]
At the time, very possibly the least cool
amplifier on the planet — and we're not talk-
ing heat dissipation here. This reworking of
Radford’s original late sixties design was pos-
sessed of a wonderfully rich, old school valve
sound with enough power (25W) and lots of
subtlety.

MICHELL ALECTO 1997 [£1989]
Crisp, clean and beautifully controled with
gorgeous styling. Partnered with the £1650
Orca this sounds delicious!

MUSICAL FIDELITY

XA200 1996 [£1000PR]
200V of sweet smooth transistor stomp in a
grooved tube! Under-rated oddity.

QUAD I} 1952 [£22]
The all-time classic valve amplifier, with a
deliciously fluid and lyrical voice. In other
respects though, it sounds hopelessly dated.
Low power and hard to partner properly.

QUAD 303 1968  [£5%]
Bullet proof build, but woolly sound. Off the
pace, but endearing nonetheless. Some pipe
smoking slipper wearers swear by them!

QUAD 405 1978 [£115]
The first of the current dumpers is a capable
design with smooth, effortiess power and 2
decently musical sound. 606 and 707 contin-
ue the theme with greater detail and incision.

.(399.00) £253.00 Naim NAC 112 Preamp (6Mth /Gtee)
.(999.00) £479.00 NAC 52 Preamp (1Yr G/tee)
..... (1599.00) £1199.00 Naim Supercap Power Supply (1Yr G/tee)
...... (799.00) £549.00 Naim CDS 2 Head Unit (1Yr G/tee)
£139.00 Naim PSX Power Supply-CDX (1Yr G/tee) .

KRELL KMA100 11 [1987] £5,750
Ludicrous monoblock version of the giant
KSA-100 is one of the seminal eighties tran-
sistor power amplifiers. Massive wallop allied
to a very clean and open Class A sound
makes this one of the best amplifiers of its
type, ever.

PIONEER M-73 1988 [£1,200]

Monster stomp from this seminal Japanese
power amplifier, complete with switchable
Class A and Class B operation. Clean, open
and assured sounding, albeit a tad behind the
pace on high speed dance music. Rosewood
side cheeks and black brushed aluminium
completes the eighties-tastic experience.

PHONO STAGES

CREEK OBH-8 SE 1996 [£180]
Punchy, rhythmic character with oodles of
detail makes this a great budget audiophile
classic. Partner with a Goldring G1042 for an
unbeatable budget combination.

LINN LINNK 1984 [£149]
Naim-designed MC phono stage built to

partner the original Naim NAIT - yes, really!
Fine sound, although off the pace these days.

MICHELL 1SO 1988 [£ N/A]
This Tom Evans-designed black box started
the trend for high performance offboard
phono stages. Charismatic, musical and
punchy - if lacking in finesse.

TUNERS

CREEK CAS3140 1985  [£199]
Excellent detail, separation and dynamics -
brilliantly musical at the price. T40 continued
the theme...

NAD 4040 1979  [£79]
Tremendously smooth and natural sound
allied to low prices and good availability
make this budget analogue esoterica. Needs a
good antenna to work properly, however.

EXCELLENT VALUE PRE - OWNED BARGAINS

SECONDHAND UNITS WITH WARRANTY. 24HR DEL OMNLY £5. CHECK AVAILABLITY BEFORE ORDERING

CALL SALES:(020) 8318 5755 or 8852 1321 - 245 Lee High Road, London, SE13 5pL

0% APR is avzilable on purchases of more than £660. Please call for details. Prices set at time of press. E&OE

£375.00

(3600.00) £1375.00
. .(2450.00) £1795.00
(4165.00) £2795.00
.(2100.00) £1395.00
. .(1890.00) £1350.00

Denon TU260L Tuner (6Mth Gftee) . ......... (139.00) £85.00 Pioneer DV909 DVD/Laser Sil (BMth G/tee) .(899.00) £199.00
Linn Karik 3 C D Player (6Mth G/tee) .. ... .. (1850.00) £625.00 ProAc Response 2.5 Speakers (1Yr /Gtee) (2700.00) £1195.00
Linn Ikemi CD Player (1Yr /Gtee) .......... (2225.00) £1195.00 Ruark Talisman Speakers (6Mth G/tee) . . . .(499.00) £179.00
Linn Kaim Preamp Line (1Yr G/tee) ........ (1400.00) £599.00 Sugden Headmaster Preamp .......... (659.00) £350.00
Linn LK85 Power Amp (1Yr /Gtee) .......... (549.00) £395.00 Yamaha DSP800 Processor (6Mth /Gtee) ...(399.00) £189.00
Linn 5103 AV Processor Blk LCD (1Yr G/tee) .(3250.00) £1149.00 Yamaha DVD 530 DVD Player (1Yr G/tee) . . . . . (149.00) £99.00
Linn Lingo Old style (6Mth /Gtee) ........... (495.00) £299.00 Yamaha RXV 630 RDS A.V. Amp (1Yr G/tee) . .(459.00) £329.00
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MARANTZ ST-8 1978 [£353]

Marantz’s finest radio moment. Warm, organ-
Ic sound plus an oscilloscope for checking
the signal strength and multipath.

LEAK TROUGHLINE 1956  [£25]
Series | an interesting ornament but limited
to 88-100MHz only. Il and Il are arguably the
best-sounding tuners ever. Adaptation for
stereo easy via phono multiplex socket. Fed
by a modern outboard decoder they're deli-
ciously lucid with true dimensionality.

NAIM NATO03

1993 [£595]
The warm, atmospheric sound is further
proof of Naims proficiency with tuners.

PIONEER TX-9500 1976 [£295]
Another of the serlous classic solid-staters.
Boasts the usual high end Jap package of fine
sound, brilliant sensitlvity and superb build.

YAMAHA CT7000 1977 [£444)])
Reputedly the best of the classic Jap ana-
logues, this combines sleek ergonomics, high
sensitivity and an explicit. detailed sound.

QUAD FM4 1983 [£240]
Supreme ergonomics and styling allied to a
pleasingly lyrical sound with plenty of sweet-
ness and detail made this one of the best
tuners around upon its launch.

REVOX B760 1975 [£520]
More of a semi-pro machine than a domestic
bit of kit, the Revox offers superlative mea-
sured performance although the sound isn't
quite as staggering as the numbers. Fine
nonetheless, and surely the most durable
tuner here!

NAD 4140 1995 [£199]
Brilliant affordable digital tuner has a smooth,
detailed musical sound plus sensible real-
worid facilities.

ROGERS T75 1977 [£125]
Superb mid-price British audiophile design,
complete with understated black fascia. Fine
sound in the true Rogers mould - smooth
and sweet with fine dimensionality.

SANSUI TU-9900 1976 [£300]
A flagship Japanese tuner designed to steal
sales from the likes of Accuphase and Revox,
it boasts superlative RF performance and an
extremely smooth and lucid sound, along
with very fine build and finish.

SONY ST-5950 1977 [£222)
One of the first Dolby FM-equipped tuners, a
format that came to nought. Still, it was
Sony's most expensive tuner to date, and
boasted a very good sound quality allied to
brilliant ergonomics.
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TECHNICS ST-8080 1976 [£180]
National Panasonic's specialist hi-fi brand was
a big hitter back then, and this is no excep-
tion. Superb FM stage makes for a very clean
and smooth listen with lots of detail and
depth.

ANALOGUE RECORDERS

AIWA XD-009 1989  [£600]
Aiwa's Nak beater didn't, but it wasn't half
bad nonetheless. Massive spec even included
a 16x4 DAC!

YAMAHA TC-800GL 1977 [£179]
Early classic with ski-slope styling courtesy of
Mario Bellini. Middling sonics by modern
standards, but cool nonetheless!

NAKAMICHI CR-TE 1987 [£800]
The very best sounding Nakamichi ever - but
lacks the visual drama of a Dragon.

PIONEER CTF-950 1978  [£400]
Not up to modern standards sonically, but a
great symbol of the cassette deck art
nonetheless.

REVOX A77 1968 [£145]
The first domestic open reel that the pros
used at home. Superbly made, but sonically
off the pace these days. B77 better, but
couldn't match the Japanese.

SONY WM-D6C 1985 [£290]
Single capstan transport on a par with a
Swiss watch, single rec/replay head better
than most Naks. Result: sublime.

DIGITAL RECORDERS

SONY MDS-JE5S55ES 2000 [£900]
The best sounding MD deck ever, thanks to

awesome build and heroic ATRAC-DSP Type
R coding.

wwew hi-fiworld.co.uk

MARANTZ DR-17 1999 [£1100]
Probably the best sounding CD recorder
made; built like a brick outhouse with a true
audiophile sound and HDCD compatibility.

PIONEER PDR-555RW 1999 [£480]
For a moment, this was the CD recorder to
have. Clean and detailed.

KENWOOD DM-9090 1997 [£500]
Serious and sophisticated sound thanks to
well implemented ATRAC 4.5; surprisingly
musical MD recorder.

SONY TCD-8 DATMAN 1996 [£599]
Super clean sound makes this an amazing
portable, but fragile.

LOUDSPEAKERS

ACOUSTIC RESEARCH

ARI8S 1978 [£125]
Yank designed, British built loudspeaker
became a budget staple for many rock fans,
thanks to the great speed from the paper
drivers, although finesse was most definitely
not their forte...

BBC LS3/5A 1972 [£88]
Extremely low colouration design is amazing
in some respects — articulation, stage depth,
clarity — and useless in others {both frequen-
cy extremes). Came in wide variety of guises
from various manufacturers building it under
licence. Partner with Rogers ABI subwoofers
for an extra two octaves of bass!

CELESTION SLé 1984 [£350]
Smallish two way design complete with alu-
minium dome tweeter and plastic mid-bass
unit set the blueprint for nineteen eighties
loudspeakers.Very open and clean sounding,
albeit course at high frequencies and limp in
the bass. Speakers would never be the same
again...

LOWTHER PM6A 1957 [£18

EACH]
This seminal full-range driver is still manufac-
tured. High sensitivity, as fitted to many clas-
sic horn designs.



TANNOY

WESTMINSTER 1985 [£4500]
Folded horn monsters which certainly sound
good if you have the space. Not the last
word in tautness but can drive large rooms
and image like few others.

JR 149 1977  [£120]
Infamous cylindrical speaker that was ignored
for decades but now back in fashion! Based
on classic KEF 727 / B1 10 combo as seen in
the BBC LS3/5a. Doesn't play loud, needs a
powerful transistor amplifier, but rewards
with fine clarity in imaging,

SPENDOR 8CI 1976 [£240]
Celestion HF 1300 tweeter meets bespoke

Spendor Bextrene mid-bass unit — and the

result Is a beautifully warm yet well focussed
sound. A little bass bioom necessitates careful
low-stand mounting, but these prove that the
seventies did have some fine designs after all!

MISSION 770 1980 [£375]
Back in its day, it was an innovative product
and one of the first of the polypropylene
designs. warm, smooth, clean and powerful
sound,

QUAD ESLS7 1956 [£4S
EACH]

Wonderfully open and neutral sound puts
box loudspeakers to shame. Properly ser-
viced they give superb midband performance,
aithough frequency extremes less impressive.
Ideally, use in stacked pairs or with sub-
woofers and supertweeters.

MAGNEPLANAR SMGAI198X [£800]
Technological loudspeaker with genuinely
musical abilities; fast, smooth, open, dry.

MISSION X-SPACE 1999 [£499]
The first mass production sub and sat system
using NXT panels is a sure-fire future classic
- not flawless, but a tantalisingly unboxy
sound nevertheless!

YAMAHA NS1000 1977 [£531]
High tech Beryllium midband and tweeter
domes and brutish 12" woofers in massive
sealed mirror image cabs equals stunning
transients, speed and wallop allied to superb
transparency and ultra low distortion.
Partner carefulty!

MISSION 752 1995 [£495]
Cracking Henry Azima-designed floor-
standers combined HDA drive units and
metal dome tweeters with surprisingly warm
results. Benign load characteristics makes
them great for valves.

LEAK SANDWICH 1961 [£39
EACH]

Warm sounding infinite baffle that, with a
reasonably powerful amplifier can sound
quite satisfying.

HEYBROOK HBI 1982 [£130]
Peter Comeau-designed standmounters with
an amazingly lyrical yet decently refined
sound. Good enough to partner with very
high end ancillaries, yet great with budget kit
too. A classic.

KEF RI10S 1977  [£785]
Three way Bextrene-based floorstander
(complete with castors!) gave a truly wide-
band listen and massive (S00W) power han-
dling. A very neutral, spacious and polite
sounding design, but rhythmically well off the
pace.The quintessential nineteen seventies
loudspeaker.

QUAD ESL63 1980 [£1200]

An update of the ESL57, with stiffer cabinets.

Until the 989, the best of the Quad electro-
statics.

IMFTLS80

1976 [£550]
Warm and powerful nineteen seventies behe-
moth with transmission loading and a mix-
ture of KEF and Celestion drive units.
Impressively physical wideband sound but
rhythms aren't its forte.

e et e : 2
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world
standards

These are the best products we've heard that are currently on sale in the UK, complete
with the date they were originally launched and their current retail prices. Watch out for

regular updates...!

ANTTHARM ONE/IQI 1998 £725
Redesigned Systemdek IIX now off the pace,
but the arm and cartridge are both star per-
formers.

LINN LPI12/ LINGO 1973 £2100
The quintessential belt drive superdeck offers
a beguilingly musical midband at the expense
of lumpy bass and nebulous imaging. Latest
Lingo brings a new lease of life, with even
more punch and polish.

MICHELL TECNODEC 2003 £575
Superb introduction to Michell turntables on
a budget. Top quality build and elegant design
make it the class of the mid-price field right
now.

MICHELL GYRODEC SE 2002 £870
Its beauty is more than skin deep - superbly
build and finish allied to clever design equals
class leading performance. Latest DC motor
with '"Never Connected’ PSU make it all the
more unassailable.

MICHELL ORBE SE 2002 £1916
Cost-no-object evolution of the Gyro adds
massy acrylic platter and two-stage isolation.
Fantastically capable all rounder with com-
manding, powerful, detailed sound that gets
the best from almost any arm and cartridge.

PRO-JECT DEBUT It

PHONO SB 2002 £170
Fuss-free all in one starter turntable, com-
plete with built in phono stage. Not a star
performer, but a fine midi system upgrade all
the same.

REGA P3 2000 £298
Great entry level audiophile deck with fine
bundled tonearm. Tweakable, and responds
well to careful siting on a Base platform.

REGA P25 2001 £619
Until the TecnoDec, the best mid-price
turntable package. Fine build and elegant
styling. Clean, open sound but limited at fre-
quency extremes in absolute terms.

SME MODEL I10A 1995 £3333
Exquisitely engineered deck and arm combo,
but dry and clinical sounding compared to
rivals. Accomplished performer with classical
music, nonetheless.
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TECHNICS SLI1200/18 1973 £395
Slick build makes it a respectable performer,
although the cheapo arm limits it - fit a Rega
RB250 and it's suddenly a serious mid-price

machine.

HADCOCK 242 SE 2000 £649
Latest of a long line of unipivots, with added
mass, revised geometry and better finish.
Musical like few others at or near the price,
but poor frequency extremes.

LINN EKOS 1987 £1700
Subtle mods over the years, including revised
bearings and the recent new wiring has kept
it a serious contender In the superarm
stakes. Lacks the SME's slam, the OL's clarity
or the ARO's emotion, but has a feisty musi-
cality all of its own.

NAIM ARO 1987 £1425
Charismatic unipivot is poor at frequency
extremes but sublime in the midband; truly
emotive and insightful.

MICHELL TECNOARM A2003 £399
John Michell’s brilliant reworking of the Rega
RB250 theme, using blasting and drilling tech-
niques usually seen in motorsport! The result
is the best sounding arm at £400, and as
good as most at four times the price. Runs
SMEV very close in all except bass, and bet-
ters it for musicality. Stunning.

ORIGIN LIVE SILVER 2502001  £625
This fully developed and expertly fettled
Rega boasts a superbly even, transparent and
tuneful sound. Gives away only a small degree
of finesse and dimensionality to top arms.

ORIGIN LIVE

ILLUSTRIOUS 2002 £1570
A modern superarm with battleship build.
Extremely strong, even and open sound in
the mould of the late, lamented Zeta, plus
fine tonal colouring. Exquisite.

y,

REGA RB250 1984 £Hi2
Sold through Moth Marketing, this is capable
far beyond its price point, with a tight, lean
and detailed sound. Responds brilliantly to
Origin Live counterweight modification, and
well to rewiring.

SME 309 1989 £767
Entry level SME complete with cost-cut alu-
minium armtube and detachable headshell.
Tight, neutral sound with good tonality, but
lacks the IV's pace and precision.
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SME SERIES IV 1988 £1127
Offers nine tenths of the SMEV's magic at
just over half price. Exquisitely built and fin-
ished, and a design classic. Faces stiff compe-
tition these days, but lovely nevertheless.

SME SERIES V 1987 £1614
The so-called Best Pickup Arm in the World
isn't, but comes close. Vice-like bass with
incredible weight, ultra clear midband and
treble. Does everything except beguile the
listener.

AUDIO TECHNICA AT-110 1984  £29
Great starter cartridge that's refined, detailed
and musical beyond its price.

DYNAVECTOR DVI0XS 2003 £250
A distant descendent of the classic Ultimo
10X, this has warmth and sweetness in
spades, allied to a punchy bass. Beats G1042
comfortably.

DYNAVECTOR DV20X-H2003  £395
The best modern budget MC combines deli-
ciously sweet sound with fantastic get-up-
and-go. High output version works a treat
with valve phono stages too.

GOLDRING G1042 1994 £135
One of the best MMs going, with sweet and
extended treble and punchy, muscular bass.

LYRIA LYDIAN BETA 1998 £600
An altogether more beguiling listen than the

MC30S, although not quite as incisive. Superb
all rounder, nonetheless.

LYRA PARNASSUS DCT 1997 £1895
Jonathan Carr's masterpiece is a brilliantly

lyrical and fluid performer, with a deliciously
sweet tone and immense subtlety and polish.

ORTOFON MC25FL 1994 £285
Strong budget MC with a cleaner and more
detailed sound than the Dynavector; more
sterile and less emotive, however.

ORTOFON MC30 SUPR’1995 £550
Beautifully clean and detailed device with
real finesse, albeit a tad mechanical sounding.

ORTOFON KONTRA’B 1999  £720
Surprisingly articulate performer by Ortofon
standards. All the brand’s usual polish and

detail allied to real vim. Loves making music!




MUSIC MAKER 1999 £575
When mated with a good quality arm, this
hand finished high-output pick-up gives an
ear-boggling account of itself.Very high com-
plience ensures maximum information
retrieval. An absolute (grain orientated) gem.

SHURE VI5XMR 1994 £350
The most musical MM yet made - brilliantly
dynamic and punchy in the classic Shure
mould, yet refined and tidy too.

SUMIKO BPS 1995 £250
Charismatic performer with rhythm aplenty,
but in other respects way off the pace —
lacks smoothness and sophistication of the
DVI10XS.

ARCAM DIVA CD82T 2002 £600
Oadles of finesse, but not the most gripping
performer at the price. A fine all rounder in
the classic Arcam mould.

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO

DVDS7 2003 £200
Crisp, lively DVD-A sound makes this superb
value for money, but 16bit playback is way
behind similarly priced CD spinners.

CREEK CD50ll 2004 £699
Extensive revisions make this an altogether
more beguiling machine, and one of the best
at its price. Extremely musical sound that’s
surprisingly upfront for a Creek design.
Excellent mid-price purchase, with only its
Marantz rival to challenge it.

CYRUS CD8 2003 £1000
Highly incisive, engaging, grippy and dynamic
sound, but needs careful matching to smooth
ancilliaries. Optional PSX-R adds bass and
dimensionality.

DENON DVD-AI 2002 £2500
Middling CD performance, but a genuinely
strong DVD-A sound with masses of space
and detail. Excellent pictures, too!
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LINN GENKI 1999  £995

Undeniably fast. lithe, musical and fun - but
some won't take to its dry, wry character.
Works best in all-Linn systems, where it real-
ly rises to the challenge!

LINN IKEMI 1999 £1950
Has the brilliant focus and clarity of the pre-
vious Karik Il with a dose more tonal rich-
ness and polish. More grip and poise than
most at any price - still superb!

MARANTZ CD6000KI 2001 £500
Brilliantly warm and voluptuous sound will
endear it to vinylphiles and tube lovers alike.
Musical, colourful, polished and powerful like
none others at or near its price.’

MARANTZ CDI7 Nl 2002 £800
Oft-overlooked middleweight boasts a truly
beguiling sound with lots of tonal flavour. Sits
awkwardly between the £600 and £1000
price points, where some brilliant value buys
reside, though.

NAD C5411 2002 £330
Highly musical and articulate budget machine
in the classic NAD mould. Second anly to
Cambridge's CD500SE in the value stakes.

NAIM CDS 2001 £1195
Taut and grippy like no others at the price,
but lacks the warmth of the Marantz
CD6000KI at half the price.To wit. it's a very

focussed product, best used in Naim systems.

MERIDIAN 507 2003 £1195

Quintessentially Meridian mid-price machine;
smooth, warm, expansive and seductively
musical. The best all rounder at this competi-
tive price point.

NAIM CDX2-XPS2 2003 £4950
A fine high end machine, but add an XPS2
and it becomes one of the most charismati-
cally engaging | 6bit machines we've ever
heard. Plays music with such passion!

NAIM CDS3 2003
The most polished Naim CD to date;
tremendously capable and musical, but lacks
the Rotweiler quality of the cheaper CDX2-
XPS2.

£7050

ARCAM FM] CD33T 2003 £1,300

Superbly detailed midband allied to excellent
bass extension makes this a powerfully musi-
cal machine in the best traditions of Arcam
CD spinners. Nothing to criticise at the
price, everything to recommend it!

PHILIPS DVYD963SA 2003 £400
Creamy CD sound allied to superb SACD
and DVD video playback makes this brilliant
value for money.

REGA PLANET 2002 £498
Rhythmic and beguiling performer, although
lacks the warmth of tone needed to better
its Marantz rival. Superb ergonomics and
design, nonetheless.

REGA JUPITER 2002 £1000
A Planet on steroids, this machine adds depth
and breadth to its baby brothers already
impressive sound. Good, but facing stiff com-
petition.

DENON DV-2900 2003 £850
Superbly designed and built do-it-all player
that delivers fine sound and great vision.
Sonically class of the sub-£1000 DVD univer-
sal field, but the i-Link and HOMI direct digi-
tal capability of arch rival Pioneer DV-868AVi
may swing some towards the latter, and its
DV-2200 baby brother is even better value,
though.

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO
640C

2003
Tremendously well-rounded yet engaging
sound makes this the best budget silver disc
spinner by far. Build quality is excellent at the
price, and tne styling bang up to the minute.
Blistering value for money.

£250

CREEK CDS5oll 2004 £699
Extensive revisions make this an altogether
more beguiling machine, and one of the best
at its price. Extremely musical sound that's
surprisingly upfront for a Creek design.
Excellent mid-price purchase, with only its
Marantz rival to challenge it.

DENON DVD-2200 2003 £499
Superb do it all mid-price player; fine DVD-A
and SACD sound allied to excellent video
performance will be all many could ever
want. Ultimately it’s a little bright and
mechanical sounding, but you have to go into
high end territory to truly better it. Stunning
value.

MARANTZ SA-17SI 2003  £1400
Briliiant CD playback comes close to the
best at any price, while SACD performance is
almost as convincing - superbly warm and
three dimensional nature makes listening a
joy. However, the lack of DVD-Audio decod-
ing and poor feature count makes it look
middling value compared to some of the uni-
versal players here.

ORELLE CDI00EVO 2003 £1,200
Extremely engaging and musical sound. but
maybe a tad too bracing for some tastes.
Superb aesthetics complete an attractive
package.

MUSICAL FIDELITY

TRI-VISTA21 DAC 2003 £1,200
Superbly neutral and expansive sound makes
this offboard digital-to-analogue convertor an
excellent upgrade to any mid-price CD play-
er —fed by a decent transport, few |6bit
players at any price come close.

£120

PANASONIC DVYD-S75 2002
Real ability and fine measured performance
for an unbelievably low price. Impressive in
its own way, if not truly audiophile. If you just
want a cheap DVD spinner with DVD-Audio
as a bolt-on goodie, this is the one.

PIONEER DV-868AVI 2003
Pioneer's most accomplished mid-price
machine to date, this boasts full DVD-
AJSACD playback, a welter of facilities and
the all-important HOMI video and I-Link
audio digital outputs, making it nigh-on
future-proof. Factor in fine — if not outstand-
ing - sound and superb pictures and it’s prac-
tically impossible to fault.

£799

SONY SCD-XB790 2003 £250
Quite unlike any other budget Sony CD spin-
ner we've heard, here's a very ‘analogue’
sounding machine that's smooth and warm
and even. Factor in fine SACD playback and
this machine is a brilliant budget buy — unless
you want DVD-Audio that is, which it lacks.

»o L R

MARCH 2004



100

APPLE IPOD 40GB £399
Genre-defining best of breed, thanks to
supreme ergonomics and build allied to fine
sound.

PIONEER PDR-609 2001 £200
Brilliant value CD recorder that makes
excellent recordings from its digital inputs.
Half decent digital converters, too.

PHILIPS DVDR880 2003 £370
Poor CD audio playback. but makes great
DVD video recordings and boasts fine
ergonomics. Top AV value.

SONY RCD-w3 2002 £250
Usual superb Sony ergonomics make for no-
nonsense budget buy. Fine direct digital
copies, but analogue input poor. Middling
sonics, but there's a digital output!

YAMAHA CDR-HDI300€2002  £600
HD means MD-style ease of editing, but
compromises recording quality ever-so slight-
ly. Add decent CD replay and it's a fine all
rounder nonetheless - top value.

ONKYO MB-S| 2001 £1100
An interesting machine complete with MP3
functionality, but high price, fussy ergonomics
and over-smooth sound make it mediocre
value against the Yamaha.

CREEK OBH-21SE 2003 £250
Musically enjoyable yet highly refined for the
price - a superb buy. Gives the Dino a real
hard time.

EAR 834P 1993 £400
Classic tube design with a deliciously warm
and expansive sound - shame about the
loose bass and veiled treble!

LINN LINTO 2000 £900
A musical and incisive performer, with more
speed than the Delphini at the expense of
detail and tonal colour.

QED DISCSAVER 1995 £35
Rhythmic, bouncy sound via battery, although
it's bright and forward. Great value, but £100
more on the X-LP is well worth it!

TRICHORD DINO 2002 £299
Great all rounder with switchable MM/MC.
Fast, fluid and smooth like no others at the
price.

TRICHORD DELPHINI 2003 £995
The very latest ‘Never Connected' variant is
easily the best, bringing velvety smoothness
to an already refined and engaging performer.
Neutral to a fault - some will mourn the
passing of the charismatic I1SO.

MUSICAL FIDELITY

XLPSV3 2003 £249
Fine all rounder at the price, which a satisfy-
ingly full bodied sound that’s smoother than
the Creek but a tad less engaging. Only
Trichord's Dino, with its easy upgradability
for just £50, reflects badly on this fine bit of
kit.

PROJECT PHONOBOX LE2004  £99
Great little box that improves on most bun-
dled phono stages found in budget integrated
amplifiers, adding detail and definition and a
measure of smoothness too. If £100 is all
you're prepared to spend, then do it happily
on this, but you'll get obviously better results
from the £250 brigade.

MARCH 2004

ARCAM DIVA A65 PLUS 2002 €370
Classic budget Arcam fare - decently sweet
and open with sensible facilities and plenty of
power.
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ARCAM FM] A32 2001 £1150
For those who value serious power and
labyrinthine facilities over outright clarity or
grip.A very impressive all rounder with an
unusually muscular power amp at this price.

AUDIO ANALOGUE

PUCINNI 1999 £495
Brilliant value mid-pricer is a real step up
from budget designs. Smooth, fluid, natural
sound with adequate power and no nasties.
Fine phono stage too!

AUDIO NOTE OTO SE 2000 £1199
This baby tuber is beautifully sweet and
creamy, but lacks solid-state's clarity, detall
and incision. Low, low power means speaker
choice critical.

AUDIO NOTE SORO SE 2000 £1699
Wonderfully out-of-the-box sounding tube
middleweight is all about sweetness and fluid-
ity. Limited power and loose bass, but little
the worse for it.

CYRUS 6é 2003 £600
Cracking do-it-all mid price design, bringing
svelte sound, good connectivity and upgrade-
ability and stunning style and buitd.

CYRUS 8 2003 £800
Unusually warm and lyrical for a solid-stater,
with decent power and punch. PSX-R adds
dynamics, detail and dimensionality.

MERIDIAN 551 1994 £895
Evergreen middleweight is a serious per-
former even now.Tonally a tad dry, it's still
very smooth and svelte with bags of power,
detail and grip. Class act.

MUSICAL FIDELITY

A308 2002 £2400
Impressive monster integrated. Vast power
delivered with clarity, even-handedness and
finesse. Musical, with real tonal colour.
Separate pre-power version better still, but
less good value.

NAIM NAIT § 2001 £845
A fast and thrilling listen, thanks to taut and

articulate bass and midband. Surprisingly pol-
ished for a budget Naim amp, both sonically

and ergonomically.
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NAD C320 2002 £220
Not the giant killer that the 3020 once was,
but a very strong budget design.A great
starting point; forms a fine system with
NAD's partnering C541i CD player.

SUGDEN A21A 1993 £1020
The most musical amplifier at the price, bar
none. Delicious Class A sound is smooth,
sweet and wonderfully transparent with true
tonal colour. Low power, so match carefulty.

SUGDEN HEADMASTER2003  £600
Unusual combined preamplifier and head-
phone amplifier, this boasts a surprisingly
smooth and open sound which suffers only
when compared to preamps at twice the
price.

MUSICAL FIDELITY

X-CANS V3 2003 £249
Mr Michaelson’s best headphone amplifier to
date, with an extremely open and explicitly
detailed sound plus serious bass waillop and
the ability to drive any phones to very high
levels. Errs towards brightness with some
headphones, so match carefuily and use
smooth cables.

CREEK OBH-12 2000 £220
Brilliant value budget passive, giving little
away in sonics to far more expensive designs.
Connectivity and build aren't great, but what
do you expect at this price?

MF AUDIO PASSIVE PRE2003 £1010
Novel and effective pre with switchable gain
via a transformer, and balanced operation.
Open and incisive sound, yet makes most
active rivals sound edgy by comparison.

NAIM NACI1 12 2002 £660
Affordable admission ticket to the Salisbury
high end experience. Detailed and dynamic, if
tonally rather lacklustre.

LINN LK140 2000 £800
Dry and grey sounding, but decently dynamic
and musically engaging all the same. A worthy
worker in a budget Linn system.

MUSICAL FIDELITY

A308 CR 2003 £2400
Superb transistor behemoth, worth partner-
ing with any high end CD player or preamp.
Oodles of grunt served up with poise and
purpose.

MARANTZ SM-17 2001 £700
Useful budget power amp with plenty of
clean transistor power. Not the most trans-
parent, but sweet and clean all the same. Fine
build completes a great value package.



NAIM NAP|50 2002 £795
Driven by a decent source and a NACI12,
this gives highly enjoyable results - providing
you like the Naim sound! Taut, fast and feisty
despite its relative lack of power.

QUAD 909 2001 £900
The latest current-dumper has a smooth and
expansive character with enough wallop to
drive most loads. Not the most musical, but
super value all the same. Lovely build, finish
and Quad's legendary service are nice,

CROFT TWIN STAR 2003 £1750
With a taste of the best of both tube and
transistor, this latest update of the Croft clas-
sic is a truly endearing experience.

UNISON RESEARCH S6 2002 £1,625
Tremendously musical and lithe sound with
real finesse and subtlety too.Very slightly
upper mid forward encourages careful part-
nering with ancillaries (Revolver R45s are
ideal), but averall fantastic value for money.

DENON AVR-2803 2003 £650
Superb mid-price 7.1 channel extravaganza
with nearly all the decoding power you'll
ever need. Powerful, open and clean sound
(at the price) makes it capable with music,
and superb on movies. Fine ergonomics and
great build makes this receiver hard to beat
as an all-rounder.
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GRAAF GM20 OTL 2003 £3,300
Awesome output transformer-iess valve
power amp gives dazzling speed and incision,
with an ethereal soundstaging and delicious
filigree detail. Tremendous punch belies its
humble 20W power rating. Factor in one of
the most exquisite finishes this side of an
Aston Martin and it's very hard to say no...

SUGDEN MUSICMASTER2003 £1,300
Quintessential Class A Sugden sound is not
warm as many expect. but extremely neutrat
and open with real tonal colour. By compari-
son, tubes sound bloated and standard solid-
state hazy and brittle. Superb when part-
nered with efficient loudspeakers like
Revolver R45s, but many will find it under-
powered.
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AUDIO RESEARCH VSI552003 £2,895
The Naim NAP250’s tubular alter ego; oodles
of power allied to a strong bass and smooth
open midband makes this a brilliant all round
amplifier. Lacks the subtlety and finesse of the
low powered single-ended brigade but makes
up for it with sheer brio.

CREEK AS0IR 2004 £550
Consummately smooth yet engaging sound
makes it a serious player at the price, but
don't expect Creek’s traditional sumptuous-
ness. Fine value nonetheless.

MARANTZ PM-17MKII

Kl MODIFIED 2004 £1,500
Gloriously offbeat do-it-all design with a truly
warm, smooth and three dimensional sound.
Think of this as a latter-day Audiolab 8000a -
with a good deal more colour and finesse -
and you'll have its measure. Lowish power
output at the price, but fine real world
speaker driving ability.

MONRIO MC207 2003 £1,100
Powerful, muscular sound allied to real
finesse makes this unusual integrated an
essential audition at the price.

ORELLE SAI00EVO 2003 £1,200
Fine build, exquisite design and a wonderfully
lucid sound make this an essential audition at
the price.

NAIM AV2/NAP

I1S0/NAPY 175 2002 £4,190
Brilliant audiophile multichannel pre-power
amplifier combo; not as good with music as a
two-channel Naim set-up at the same price,
obviously, but surprisingly close. Elegant con-
trol layout plus a strong, clean and brilliantly
engaging sound make this a serious crossover
product. Ultimately facks power compared to
similarty priced Arcam gear, but is more musi-
cally involving.

PIONEER VSA-AXSI 2004 £1,000
The ability to hook up to Pioneer’s DV-868i
via i-Link (nee FireWire) means that this
multichannel AY amplifier can do all the digi-
tal conversion onboard makes the a very
special product. which when used with the
aforementioned DVD spinner sounds better
even than the sum of its parts.
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B&W CDMI NT 2002 £750

Fine clarity and imaging allied to pleasing
warmth and great rhythmic cohesion make
these standmounters an essential audition.

CASTLE CONWAY 3 2003 £930
Superbly smooth and crisp performers, with
a big hearted musical sound. Uitimately
coloured though, with a slow, plummy bass.

CYRUS CLS70 2001 £800
Charismatic performer with a fast, tight and
open midband, but facks cohesion and scale..

EPOS ELS-3 2003 €200
Plenty of brio and a decent degree of refine-
ment makes this budget baby a fine value
contender.
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KEF QI 2003 £250
Highly polished and articulate standmounters
at the price, but demand good ancillaries for
best resuits.

KLIPSCH HERESY I 1997 £1100
An outstanding high sensitivity loudspeaker
with midrange and treble horns coupled with
infinite baffle 12" bass driver. Effortless, fast
and accurate.

LINN NINKA 2001 £995
Major on rhythms and dynamics, making
them an involving listen. Reasonably refined,
too - but tonally disappointing.

MISSION 782SE 2003 £900
Bright and tight design capable of brilliant
speed and grip, at the expense of warmth.
Demands high quality, high powered ancillar-
es.

MONITOR AUDIO B4 2003 £350
An unusually smooth and lucid performer at
the price, and its 3-way design means it dri-
ves rooms well. Fine engineering, but build
and finish so-so.

MORDAUNT SHORT 9142002  £300
Warm, detailed and articulate performer, but
a touch loose in the bass and veiled up top.
Fine partner for budget valve amps.

NAIM ALLAE 2002 £1990
Taut and grippy like few others, this speaker
majors on transient speed. Surprisingly
smooth for a Naim box, with nicely etched
treble. As always, tonally dry.

TDK S-80 2002 £90
Ingenious NXT muitimedia sub/sat system
has a wonderfully even and open sound - like
baby electrostatics.

i

<>

QUAD ESL-988 2001 £3400
Wonderfully neutral and self-effacing with
sublime imaging and projection. Treble lacks
extension, bass lacks weight - although the
pricier 989 answers the latter resoundingly.

W’'DALE DIAMOND 8.1 2001 €120
Still the best baby budget standmounters
around. Tight and grippy thanks to Kevlar dri-
vers, but invariably limited in the frequency
extremes.

PERIGEE FK-IL 2002 £5000
Charismatic Aussie ribbon design with deli-
ciously open mid and treble, allied to fine
bass weight. The right room and ancillaries
essential. Engaging, musical and powerful
sound. Superb.

TANNOY EYRIS DCI 2003 £699
The combination of dual concentric
treble/midband drivers plus supertweeters
make for a very spacious and expansive
sounding loudspeaker, albeit one that’s a little
bright and loose in the bass. An excellent
mid-price design well worth auditioning.
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REVOLVER R45 2003 £899
Wonderfully easy to drive floorstanders that
are a dreamboat for tube amplifiers, and
great for party-minded transistor users too.
Great attack transients, fluid and musical bass
and midband and couth treble make them
fine all-rounders.

MONITOR AUDIO GR602002 £2,295
In some ways, these come close to Yamaha's
legendary NS|1000Ms, thanks to their
tremendous clarity, great transients and ‘full-
fat’ wide bandwidth performance. Bright and
clean, but never fatiguing or uncouth. A truly
accomplished all rounder that gives a real
taste of 'super-fi* at a reasonably affordable
price.

MARTIN LOGAN

CLARITY 2003 £2,895
Supremely transparent and open with bril-
liant depth perspective and image projection.
The midband is up there with the very best
at any price, while the bass and treble inte-
grate well but don't especially shine.
Dynamically limited, with middling bass
punch, but that’s not the point - that deli-
ciously fluid and intricate midband wins great
respect.

TOWNSHEND MAXIMUM2003 £800
Another brilliant niche product from Max,
these ribbon aspirated supertweeters add
space and atmosphere to any good high end
loudspeaker, and more surprisingly perhaps
make things more fluid and musical too.
Superb affordable esoterica.

JECKLIN FLOAT TWO 1998 £99
Wonderful panel-like sound from these eso-
teric-looking headclamps.

SENNHEISER HD-590 1998 £199
The company's best real-world cans to date.
Open and smooth with plenty of detail.
Brightly lit midband makes them an ideal
partner for a valve headphone amp.

SENNHEISER MX-500 1999 £19
Our unqualified recommendation for those
seeking a serious sounding pair of in-ear
phones. Smooth, detailed and musical.

SENNHEISER PX-100 2002 £29
Cracking pair of lightweight open back cans
ideal for personals, but good enough for real
hi-fi use. Superb buitd allied to a smooth and
engaging performance make them the spiritu-
al successor to the HD400s.

CHORD CO.CHAMELEON 2 £90/M
One of our favourites, these are musical per-
formers with a smooth yet open sound.
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DNM RESON £40/M
Neutral and transparent - a steal!

NORDOST BLUE HEAVEN £150/M
Some of the fastest and most transparent
cable around.

VDH ULTIMATE THE FIRST £260/0.6M
Carbon interconnects that help you forget
the electronics and concentrate on the
music. Miraculous transparency.Tight and
tuneful bass mixed with air and space results
in a cracking cable for the money.

WIREWORLD OASIS 5 2003 £99/M
Excellent mid-price design with a very neu-
tral, silky and self-effacing sound. Superb
value for money.

TCI CONSTRICTOR

13A-6 BLOCK 2003 £120
Top quality ‘affordable’ mains outlet block,
with fine build and good sonics. Welt worth
the extra over standard high street specials,
which sound coarse and two-dimensional by
comparison.

CLEARAUDIO REFERENCE 1996
£4,070

Fine bass articulation and power allied a
stunningly open and atmospheric midband
and beautifully etched treble makes this one
of the very best sounding turntables at any
price. Michell’s Orbe offers marginally more
impactful bass, but can't touch that amazing
mid. Exquisite.

GOLDRING GR-I 2004 £140
Essentially a Rega P2 built down to very low
price and bundled with a decent Goldring
MM, this is cracking value for money. Head
and shoulders above its immediate rivals, it
offers a surprisingly musical and detailed
sound that will stun those new to vinyl —
which is precisely what it was designed to
do.

ORIGIN LIVE AURORA

GOLD 2004 £1,470
Seminal ‘entry level high end’ deck showing
Mark Baker's characteristically obsessive
attention to detail. The result is an extremely
wide open and natural sounding machine that
lacks the Michell GyroDec’s slightly ‘mechani-
cal’ nature — along with some of its scale and
accuracy. Ideal for those seeking that classi-
cally beguiling vinyl sound.

ROKSAN RADIUS 5 2003 £750
Fantastic value allied to intelligent. interesting
and ‘out of the box’ design makes for a won-
derful entry-level superdeck. Open and musi-
cal sound is more inviting that Michell
TecnoDec rival, and the bundied Nima
Unipivot arm is a superstar.

THORENS TDI190 2003 £290
Ease of set up and use, allied to fully auto-
matic operation mean that, although hardly
the last word in performance, this deck is
most certainly a model of convenience.

ARCAMTé6I 2002 €250
This sleek looking and refined sounding
FM/AM tuner isn't the last word in musical
involvement, but is fine value, nonetheless.

ARCAM DT8I 2003 £650
A fine radio, hampered only by its seriously
compromised DAB medium. Probably the
best DAB tuner ever, but one for Digital
Radio enthusiasts only...

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO

DAB300 2003 £150
Fine ergonomics allied to great ease of use
and respectable DAB sound makes this
superb value.

CYRUS FM X £500

Great for Cyrus users, but its dry and pre-
cise sound can't match the best of the rest at
the price. Worthy, nonetheless.

DENONTU-260L MK Il 1998 £130
If you want the best FM sound at the lowest
possible price, then this ancient tuner
remains peerless after all these years. There
are better analogue designs around, but are
either near-impossible to find or are now
long-deleted.

MYRYAD MT 100 1999 £600
One of hi-fi's nice surprises, this is a beauti-

fully designed and built bit of kit with a deli-
ciously sweet and svelte sound which really

does justify its high price.

NAD S400 2003 £600
Highly accomplished specialist high end ana-
logue tuner with a deliciously open and lucid
sound, but it can’t quite match the Myryad all
the same.

PRIMARE T21 2002 £600
Seriously accomplished design with mature
sonics, great styling and fine build.

PURE DIGITAL

DRX-702ES 2003 £249
Great with Digital Radio, but thin a tad
sounding on FM at times. It's a top hybrid,
nonetheless. ..

DENON D-M31 2003 £250
Excellent CD receiver package with surpris-
ing sonics and a brilliant tuner as a bonus,
although its amplifier section doesn't quite
match the Onkyo. Optional speakers are
mediocre.

LINN CLASSIK

MOVIE SYSTEM DI 2002 £2,995
Superb ergonomics and performance from
this one-box beauty, but it's just a tad expen-
sive and in value for money terms, compares
poorly to the original Classik Music System.

771/ ANN\N
(]
ONKYO C5-210 2003 £300

Superb value thanks to excellent sound, great
built and ease of use, but the bundled ‘speak-
ers rather let the side down.

PIONEER NS-DV990 2003 £799.95
Whiz-bang technology fest with DVD univer-
sal playback, discrete display and NXT flat
panel speakers. Superb for the spare room or
study — truly intelligent and elegant design —
but don’t expect it to match the sonics of AV
separates.
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If you have invested expertise and

Fi-Rax offers a new dimension in

Sound Investment

money in building up a sound system
fo your own unique specifications,
then why compromise with indifferent

audio visual racking - from & range
of standard designs to the flexibility
to custor create a unitto suit your
particulcr sound system and |ifesfy|e.

*High quality aluminium construction.
*Finishes ovailable to your choice.
*Fully adjustable émm glass shelving.
*Sound isolation on shelving/feet.
*Custom created to suit your system.
*Free delivery throughout the UK.

Fi-Rox - & sound investment for those

who want the best from their
equipment.

Audic Visual Furniture

For further information or ¢ free brochure contact:JEM Distribution
Springfield Mills, Spa Street, Ossett Wakefield WF5 OHW.
Tel: 01924 277626 Fax: 01924 270759

Used equipment for sale

Amplitiers

Audiolab LX integrated amp boxed as new
Audionote M1 Valve Pre Amp with Phono Stage
Audto Innovations 1000 monobloc hard wired
Arcam 290P power amp

Classe A Powar Amp great for driving ESLE3
balanced/singie end

Denon POA44D0A monoblocs Class A (x4}
Denon DAP 2400

Denon

EAR 834P Vatre Phono Amp

EAR 834L Val©e Line Stage

Leak TL12+ monobloc fully serviced excetient
sound qualit

Linn Cairn pre amp with mc phonostage
boxed as new late edition

Linn LK140 pcwer amp 95wpc mint boxed
Marantz PM &5 K1 Sig int Amp

Meridian 1030 pre power combinaticn
MicroMega Tempo 1 Integrated Amp remote
control with aveal phonostage new £800

Moth 100W Maenob.ocks

Naim Nait 3 integrated Amp

Naim NAPS0 Power Amp

Naim 250 Power Amp serviced

Pass Aleph 3 Power Amp mint boxed one of the
finest design aver Class A single ended

Phase Linear 360W American 70's monster
Quad I' monabloc senal no. 90248 rare black &
siver badge varsion

Quad 303 Power Amp

Quad 306 Power Amp

Quad 34 Pre Amp mint boxed

Quad 405 Power Amp boxed

Roksan Caspran silver power amp boxed as new
Rega EXS Pawer Amp

Ratel RB870EX Power Amp

Sugden A48 ntegrated Amp

Tuntables

Mission 775 M with 774 tonearm

M chell Orbe turntable

Michell G old finish mint condition boxed
Michell Micra RB300 mint

Michell Focu:, 1 tumtable

Onginlive cla ssic turntable acrylic platter
Qc é)ower supply phase Il model

SME Il Tonearm

SME 309 Torearm boxed

System Deck IIX turntable ..UPGRADE
YOUR REGA from

STO with Mission 774 tonearm

Vanous Garrard turntable’s with granite
wood marble plinths available

Speakers

ATC SCM 10 Active 10 ex dem new £1750
ATC Active 20s ex dem new £2700

ATC SCM 2Q's Black finish new £2000

£69
each £225
£95

DETRO) Reprodction

5

POAT10.Lucas Fim THX Ultra Power Amp new £550 ggg

£325
£475

Selected products from: ATC,Audio Physic, EAR Yoshino,
Nottingham Analogue, Dynavector.

ATC SCM 10's Walnut finish
ATC SCM 7’s sightly marked cabinets
BaW COM1 Resewood finish
Audlophysic Spark MK3 latest edition new £1850
Beauhom B2 k:dspeakers X-dem
Cetestion Ditton 44 3 way speaker
Gale 30" spealiars
JM Labs 90£ b kshelf spks stereophile recommented
JM Lab:. Micrc Utopia speakers with matching
stands toxed mint new £3995

n isobank prices
Living Voice Audiotonum floorstanding speakers
cherry finish new £1500 12mths oid
Musical Fidelity MC2 Bookshelt Speakers £195

Mannl.«%amﬁe'\usllaﬂandbeﬁversmboxednvn £1495
ProAc Tablette £0 speakers boxed as new £395
QLN Sgpitfieid Signatures £895
Quad E3L57 returbished £6595
Sonus Faber Guinan Homagt(aJ £2495
Tannoy 500 stuio monitor boxed new 3
Tannoy corner Lancaster with 15" Monitor

Golds 1368 as new condition £POA
Spendar BC1 Speakers £175
Wilmslcw Audic transmission line speakers with

volt dnue units Hi-Fi News recommend £335
L0 Piayers. DACs

Audiolab 8COC IDAX F seriel number Tag Mclaren

buift HOCD mint boxed £595
Musical Fid2ldy A32 24 bit CD player as new £900 £625
Musica' Fidality A3 upsampling DAC as new boxed £595
Arcam Alpha 6 new £600 £195
Marant: CD63 top loading CD Player £95
Meridian 600 :wnes transport £495
Meridian 6C0 CD DAC £295
Meridian 2C8 12O Player + Pre Amp £395
Roksar Attesa top loading cd player £15C0 new £495
Sony 5.5 charrpagne finish battleship build quatity £596
Teac VRDS10 £450
Tuners,Reel to Reel, Cassette Deck, misc

Leak Troughhne Tuner 3 various ...from £50
Meridian ongirval shoebox tuner £150

Marantz 2100 American design Tuner £95

Naim Nat 03 Tuner mint boxed £350
Quad FM3 Tuwsr (boxed mint) £145
Quad FM3 Tumer £95
Quad FM4 Tuneer old style £226
Quad FM4 Tuner new style £285
Rotel FT930 AX Tuner £95
Revox 336 Open Reel Mint £395
Tascan: 22/2 Open Reel £395
Oue in

Rogers LS3/5 tspeakers 15 Ohm
Quad | Monatuocks

ATC SGA2 F\.ﬁshlp pre amplifier
Ongina Nam Nart

509 EAR mormblocs

Samue Johnsen CD player & transport

New web address : www.retrareproduction.com

28a Haddington Place Edinburgh EH7 4AF Fhone/Fax 0131 558 9989

Open 11.00am - 5.30pm - closed Monday & Sunday

*"NOW DEMONSTRATING*™*
The Fantastic EAR 890 and 899 70 watt per channel Class
A amplification (SPECIAL offer trade in your existing ampli
fication for full market value against any EAR products.

ATC SCM 7, 12, & 35 SPEAKERS PROBABLY THE FINEST SPEAKERS
AVAILABLE - PRICES START FROM £480
ars ige with the addition of

N4 |
a extra signal valve which has sllowed an increase to

15waq of single enczd power. also the 869 can be used as a
power amp. Don’t ke fooled by its modest power output this amp
drives real world sp-akers. price £2498.00

Ear 869 single ended triode integrated amplifier
the cl 859 with revised ouput

Ultimnate Far Phano Stage

This is the ultimate ssoteric Phono Stage as used in the world
wide acclaimed Ear 312 Control Centre - Pre Amp. This has to
be the ultimale Vinyl Replay purchase. price £2095

** FOR A LIMITED PERIOD ONLY **
Full value Trade in on Ear 'hono Stages and other selected models.
WE ARE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THE NEW BEAUHORN B2 HORN
LOUDSPEAKERS IDEAL FOR LOW POWZ=RED SINGLE ENDED VALVE AMPS

ALSO DEMONSTRATING THE NEW GRAHAM SLEE PROJECTS RANGE OF
AFFORDABLE PHONOSTAGES

FORV E AMPLIFICATION -PHONE FOR DETAILS!

(l/ more expensive brothers, and shares the same high qu:;h

ty sound (krough MM tyae cartridges. it is enclosed in a tough, rigid
metal case and is fully *CE™ type approved. price £495.00

SPECIALLY DESIGN

There are now four models tn the EAR lineup:

The signatre builds on the C assic 834P specification by adding a superb
moving co | (MC) nput stage. as well as the no-extra-price option of a high
quality volume controL price £360.0¢

Top to the range, the Deluxe 834P comes in stunning chrome and gold cabinet, and has extra attention
and quality control. With different maving coil input options, this anit will fit the most demanding of
audiophilé systems. For the tiue vinyl enthusiast. price £895 00

MC3 - The ultimate stage for MC marchinz with 3 fixed ransforwer taps 1o cover all types of moving
%uloc%ridgcsv and separate left/right grounding. MC3 in used in the new £1000G 312 pre. price
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The Hi-Fi Company’s | The leading reseller | www.hifitradingstation.com
The Troding Station

Truding Ofcarefully used 35Cowgote Peterborough PE1 1LZ

and mint condition | Tel: 0870 608 8211

s,u ,'.on hi-fi components email: info@hifitradingstation.com

BUSINESS HOURS:

and Systems Tues - Sat: 10am - 5.30pm  CLOSED MONDAYS

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED*
Buy, sell, excbange. *NEXT DAY DELIVERY AVAILABLE
COMPETITIVE FINANCE TERMS FOR

Commission Sales. PERSONAL CALLERS
@ Viny! AUDIO MECHA AUDIOLAB 8000 900 £475
Damnatian Tran + Upgrade £1250  £439  AUDIO RESEARCH D400 £3498  £1495
ACOUSTIC RESEARCH 8101 £275  £148  AUDIO SYNTHESIS Transend  £1200  £596  AUDIO RESEARCH LS38 £1300  £696
ALPHASON Sonata AVI S2000MC REF £1395  £598  BURMEISTER Monoblocks £4000  E1995
Atlos PS_/HR 1005-MCS £2000  £995 CAMBRIDGE AUDIO CDi (D Plyr £500 £95  CHORD 5PM900 £1550  £898
CLEARAUDIO Balarced phonostage 500 £ 345 DCS Purcel £4500  £2995  CHORD SPM600 £2200  £1395
CONOISSEUR BD? £25  E125  EXPOSURE CD Player £999  £629 COPLAND (A 14 1500 £745
DUAL 5506 (Black) £175 £ 80 KENWOODDP70S0 CDPlyr €399 £129  COUNTERPOINT Solid Ore £1950  £695
DUAL 5 505 Silver £150  ££88 KENWOOD DP-X9010Trams  £400  £199  CYRUS ACAT Pre €600 £356
DUAL (5503-1 Concept £180 £88  KRELL 300 CD Ployer £3750  £2495  CYRUSII £75 €125
DYNAVECTOR DV-PHA-100 (Phono S1g)1950  £945  LINN Karik (D £1850  £1098  CYRUS AV Master £50  £198
GARRARD 401 + SME 30090/Shure VISl 950 £595  LINN Mimik £875  £304 CYRUS Pre £700  £345
GARRARD Zero 10058 + Shure 93E £98  MARANTZ (085 £450  £195  CYRUS Power £700  £358
GOLDRING LENCO GL85 white €175 £ 75 MARANTZ (DI7Ki £1250  £748  CYRUS PSKR £350  £225
LINN Basik Turntable £600  £345  MARANTZ (D94(DA/94 £1500  E495 DENON AVP-AID Digital Pre  £2500  £698
LINN LP12 (8lack} LYX/K9 £1500  £575  MARANTZ (075 £350 €125 DENON AVP-AID
LINN LP12 Rosewood/Akito £750 £894  MERIDIAN 506 {24 bit) £1195 £695  Digital Integrated AV amp £2500 £895
LINN (P12 Lingo / Ekos / Archive  §3500  £1998  MERIDIAN 203 DAC £499  £228  DNM Pre2/PAl 300 £898
LINN LP12 Afr/SME300911 £1250  £595  MERIDIAN 207 CD/Pre £700  £299  ELECTOR MFL Pre £500  £148
LINN Axis / Akito / K9 £795  £445  MERIDIAN 506 £1200  £695 ELECTRO COMPANIET 2 Pre/Power £1500  £355
LINWOOD ‘Equolizer’ (phona stage)  §250 £ 95  MERIDIAN 508 (D £1500  £798 EXPOSURE7/BPre&Pwr  £1100  £405
LORIAN Translormer £700  £356  MERIDIAN 562 Digital Cantraller £450 GALACTRON MK212] £1200  £598
LUXMAN PD500 Vocuum deck MICROMEGA Sioge 2 €750 £396  GAMUT 200 £4000  £1998
{cof for SME) £1000  E£475  MICROMEGA Salo €750 £255 HARMON KARDON AVRBS AV Rect1000  £498
LUXMAN POZ82 (Rosewaod)  £595  £320  MICROMEGA Stage 3 £1000  £398  HARMON KARDON Citation Pwr £1200  £249
MICHELL Gyradec £870  £740 MICROMEGA Micro-DAC £499  £149  INCATECH Caymore Amp S0 £175
MICHELL IS0 Phana Stage Exdem §895  £646  MUSICAL FIDELITY E600 600  £275  KENWOOD LO7C Pre £500  £155
MICHELL ISO/HERA Phana Stage  §B95  £448  MUSICAL FIDELITY KRELL KST100 Power Amp 995 £179
MICHELL Gyro/Orbe Update Nu-Vista 30 CD/Pre £3000 £2198  KRELL KAV2500 £3495  £2198
QC/MEC/CLAUD £3000 £1698  NAD (52i €200  £128  KRELL FPB300 £9500  £4995
MICHELL 150 Phana Stage £895  £298 NAIM (DI £1999  £948  LECSON ACI/API £475
MISSION 775/ Galdring 1040 §795  £398  ORELLE DAIOT Trans £900  £375 LD (Sl Pre £1000  £375
ORACLE Alexundria £1500  £650 PERPETUAL TECHNOLOGY LINN LKI €450 £194
ORACLE Delphi SumikoKaetsu Onyx £5000  E1695  Upsampling DAC £695  £496  LINN LK2 £550  £299
ORTOFON MCAIO Phona Trans €125 £55  PINK TRIANGLE DeCapo LINN Wakanda Pre £995 £498
PROJECT 6.9 £600  £300 inc DC power suppl £1500  £795  LUMLEY A2100 Power 750 £398
REGA Planar 2 (No arm) £200 £75  PROCEED PDT3/PDP3 MARANTZ (arig) SM10 Power 00 £498
SME 104 with 309 Tane Am 3410 £2896  Trans/DAC £3999  £1800 MARK LEVINSON Z75Pw  £6000  £2798
SME20,/2A £5273  £4486 QED Reference DAC £299 £99  MERIDIAN 501.2 Pre 780  £476
SYSTEMDEK Mision 774/AT0C3  £600  £195  REGA Planet £500  £350 MERIDIAN 556 £995  £698
TECHNICS 1710 nd. Fight cose 5600 £298  ROTEL R(D9658X £350  £175  MERIDIAN 585 Pracessor £3300  £1796
THORENS TD 318 (block locquer) €350~ £195  SONY (DPXAZES (D Plyr £250 £98  MERIDIAN 601 DSP Pre £2700  £1695
THORENS TD160 No caver £279  £160  SONY SCOX 940 SA (D €700 £335  MICROMEGA Tempo 2 750 £398
THORENS 1D 166 MKV RB250/AT0CS §500  £298  SONY (OP313 £125 £ 65 MUSICAL FIDELITY AR £1500  £678
THORENS TD150 Rare £190  SONY NS00V DVD SACD 450 £298  MUSICAL FIDELITY F22 Pre €500  £595
THORENS T 125/SME 30091 TEAC P30 Transport £3000  £1495  MUSICAL FIDELITY Dr Thamas  £699  £275
{Granie Plinth) £950 €595  TEACVRDS 10 (D Player) £699  £450  MUSICAL FIDELITY P140 €95 £195
THORENS T0124/SHE 30091 £875 €475  THETA DATA Basic Trans £2400  £749  MUSICAL FIDELITY E10 £00  E195
TRANSCRIPTORS Ref Electrnic THETA Miles (Bal) €200 £1298  MICHELL Arga £575  £425
with SME 3009 £595  TRICHORD Pulsa (Series 1) £1900  £1298  MICHELL Argo/Electra Mona’s  £2495  £1496
UNISON Phana 1 + PSU £850  £478  WADIA 830 £1950  £1295  MYRYAD A120 Power £500 £255
VOYD Reference inc arm £14995  £3998 . . NAD 910 AV Pre/902 2ch Pwr £450 £175
WELL TEMPERED Record Plover £2300  £1,695 @ Amplifiers Solid State  Namsac2pee 00 £125
WILSON BENESCH Full Grde ~ £1995  £1495 NAIM Nait 3 . 700 £296
ALBARRY AT8 Morclods £800  £448  NAIM NATTS €799  £595
- ARCAM Delio 60 £280  £148  NAIM NAP 160 paver £895  £495
@ Digital Sources ARCAM P75 £435  £296  NAIM NAC102 Pre €200 £798
ARCAM Xefa 2 £500 £95  NAIM 140 Pover 95  £398
ARCAM Alpha Dne D £300  £149  ARCAM Alpha 6 Plus Int £350  £195  NVA AP0 Int. £350 175
ARCAM Diva 72 €400 £275  ATC SCA? Inc Phano £2900  £1698  ORELLE SA100 Intgrid £500  £198
ARCAM Diva (073 £400  £328 AUDIO ANALOGUE Donizetfi  §650  £455 PARASOUND HCAI506
ARCAM Alpho 9 O £900  £445  AUDIO ANALOGUE Bellni (k) €595  £355 6 Chanel Power £2995  £129
ARCAM Delia 250/Black 80x 50 £875  £395  AUDIO ANALOGUE Puccini St $650  £345  PIONEER A40D g5 £75
ARCAM Algha 75 £350  £198  AUDIO INNOVATIONS Alto £395  £148  PIONEER (90A Pre £500  £175
ARCAM Alpho 6CD £350  £125  AUDIOLAB 8000C Pre £495  £295  PS AUDIO IV Pre Ind. MC/MM £600  £295
AUDIOLAB B000COM £1400  £695  AUDIOLAB 80005 £600  £395  QUAD 303 Power €20 £ 95
AUDIOLAB B000CDM,/DAC £2300  £998  AUDIOLAB 80000 €00 E595  QUAD 44 Pre (scraiched case) €50 £155

AUDIO MECHA Mephisto £2200  £1398  AUDIOLAB 8000M (2) £1600 £898  QUAD 405 Power Amplifier £350 £198




QUAD 34 £400
QUAD 34/Avondale PS €575
QED A240 SA €195
RED ROSE Spirit Int {as new) £1200
ROGERS (utret 3 Int. vintoge £200
ROKSAN Caspion DSPAV Pre £900
ROKSAN Cospion Pwr €710
ROTEL R(1070 £399
ROTEL RB98S Pawer Amp £900
ROTEL RB99T Power Amp £500
SPECTRAL DMC12 PRE £4200
SPECTRAL DMA 100S Power £4200
SPHINX Project 2 Pre £1600
SPHINX Project 12 mona,s £3000
SONY SDPEPIES {Digital} £600
SONY VA333ES (AV System} £799
SONY TAE-1000ESD Pre £495
TAG Mcloren F3 Prazor £1500
TAG Mclaren F300 Pwr £1200
TALK ELECTRONICS Storm £650
TESSERAC Pre £1500
THORENS TTA 2000 Power Amp £1000
TOWNSEND Elite 600 Pre £500

@ Amplifiers Valve

AUDIO INNOVATIONS 800 Monos£1200
AUDIO INNOVATIONS 800 Mk11£1500
AUDION Premier Pre + HCPS (Gold)  £1250

AUDION 3008 monoblocks £2000
AUDIONOTE "ANKORU'

{70 Wan S.E. Triode) £14995
AUDIO RESEARCH LSI £1500

AUDIO RESEARCH 528 Mk2 pre £3000
AUDIO RESEARCH VT100 Mk1 Pwr£5500

BEARD M70 monoblocks £1800
CARY Pre-omp £3500
CARY (_AD3OOSE Monoblacks £5000

CONRAD JOHNSON PV 10AL Pre £1400

CONRAD JOHNSON PV 10 Pre  £1600
CONRAD JOHNSON PVI| Pre £1950
CONRAD JOHNSON

Prem 8 Monos £16,000
CONRAD JOHNSON

Premier 1405A £7000
COPLAND 301 Pre £1250
COPLAND (TASO1 {Int} £1250
COPLAND 504 Power £1250

CR DEVELOPMENTS Carmeto (Pre}€900
GAMMA Era Reference Pre £4000
GAMMA HB( ‘The Beastie’ £2000
GRAAF 13.5 Pre £3950
HOVLAND HP 100 + MC Phono
JADIS DA30 Integrated

JADIS JAS0 Monoblocks {Current) £5890
JADIS Defy 7 Power

LUMLEY Ref 250 monoblocks ~ £6500
LUMLEY Ref 120

Monoblocks £3500
PAPWORTH TVASO £2000
PM COMPONENTS 845 mono,s £3000
QUAD 22 + 2 monoblocks

QUAD Forty two £4000
UNISON Mystery One £1750

@ Tuners Tape Misc

ACOUSTIC RESEARCH RD-06  £200
AUDIOLAB 80007 £800
DBX 118 noise reduction unit £250
DENON DRM 22 £200
DENON TU450L £150
HARMAN KARDON TK912 Tuner €125
LEAK FM Stereophetic Tuner €150
LUXMAN ST50 (Rare) £900
MERIDIAN 104 Tuner £295
MICROMEGA M tuner £300
MYRIAD T30 tuner £250
NAKAMICHI 480 black £495
NAKAMICHI 4817 {Silver) £495
NAKAMICHI RX202E £600
NAKAMICHI 600 £400
NAKAMICHI Dragon £2000
QUAD FM2 tuner £200
QUAD FM3 tuner £200
QUAD FM4 tuner £300

£1550

REVOX S Series Srslem
REVOX D36 (Reel to reel)
REVOX E36 {Reel to reel)

£198
£228
£95
£ 896
£95
£548
£498
£195
£498
£ 345
2948
2948
£798
£1495
£298
£495
£248
£648
£498
£375
£598
£398
£195

£598
£688
£ 498
£1398

£7998
£696
£1495
£3498
£1296
£1495
£3998
£676
£845
£998

£9755

£5248
£798
£798
£798
£345
£1998
£1298
£2168
£3996
£1946
£4446
£2698
£3996

£1998
£1098
£1495

£455
£2995
£1193

£48
£445
£65
£55
£65
£58
£75
£555
£195
£145
£128
£196
£166
£255
£198
£1298
£125
£95
£198
£1148
£348
£298

REVOX Pro HS77 (Reel to reel) £950
REVOX A77 2 trock (Reel to reel) €750
REVOX PR99II 2 track { 7.5/15ips)  £1500

REVOX B910 Pro cassette deck £1500

REVOX A76 £500
ROGERS Ravensbrook Tuner £150
ROKSAN Cospian Tuner £600
SILTECH HF-9G3 S.E.DIG. (1M} £230

SONY STS730ES £700

SONY JA 20ES Mini Oisc Rerder €350
STAX 3030 Basic L/Phones £550
TEAC A1500 (Reel to reel - 7° spools) €400
TEAC V8030 Cassette Deck £500
TEAC 33405 €795

TRANSPARENT Ref Spkr (D.75M) £2250
TRANSPARENT Ref XL SE (3M) £4611
TRANSPARENT Ref XL SE (1M} £3915

TRIO KT9XL Tuner 3
YAMAHA T(800 GL (classic) £300
@ Loudspeakers
ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE2 MK £1500
ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE3 £3500
ACOUSTAT Model 2 Eledtrostatics £2500
ACOUSTAT Spectra 1100

Hybrid electrostatics £1500
ACOUSTAT Model (Ex,

valve powered electrostatics £2000
ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE120 €800
ACOUSTIC ENERGY AF £895
ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE100i £295
ACOUSTIC PRECISIION Elkos £650
APOGEE (aliper Signature £3800
ARISTON Speakers £300
AUDIOSTATIC ES300 Electrostatics ~ £1500
AUDIONOTE AN/E (Inc stands) ~ £2900
AUDIONOTE ESP {Inc stonds) £1850
AUDIO PRO B250 Sub £1000
B & W (M1 (white) £195
B&W P4 (Cherry but morked) £700
BE WP £1000
B & W Matrix 801 £5995
B & W ((6 (centre) £200
B & W FCM8 THX (R.L. & Centre) £2400
B & W 601 Mark Il £195
BKS 107 Il Hybrid ribbons £1750
CASTLE Chester {Wolnut} £799
CASTLE Durham (Marked) £230
CASTLE Howord 52 £1400
CELESTION Al (Cherry) £450
DALI 400 £1000
DCM Time Windows £600
DYNAUDIO SDA 2.8 £800
ELAC (1310 £850

ENSEMBLE Primadonno RARE  £10,000

EPOS ES11/ Including Stands £1650
GALE 401 With Stands £500
GAMMA ACOUSTICS Epoch 5 £3000
HALES Signoture System 2 £4000
HECO 10 SH €150
HEYBROOK HB2R €279

HEYBROOK Heysm(k (Rosewood) €500
€175

HEYBROOK Prima's

IMPULSE H7 (Black) £1000
IMPULSE Hb £1200
INFINITY Alpha 40 (black locquer) €600
INFINITY 8 Koppa £1895
JBLTLX12 £250
JBL Century 100 {scratched cabinets) €750
JBL SVA 1800 £1200
JPW AP3 (Black) £295
KEF Q15 £200
KEF Ref 101/2 £500
KEF Studio Monitors {circa 1965} £400
KEF Ref Mod | £1300
KEF Reference 4 {Burr Walnut) £4500
KEF Ref Model 1.2 {black) £1500
KEF REF 105 (circa 1978) £1000
KEF Q35 (Block) £350
KEF Cube (EQ Box) £700
LEAK (orig.) Sandwich 12 ohm 12" £400
LEAK Sunﬂwith 200 Black £250
LEAK Sondwich 2030 Black €175
LEAK Sondwich 250 £200
LEAK Sandwich 600 £400
LINN Nexus (Black + stands) £500
LINN Kaber (Rosewood) ACTIVE ~ £2500

LOCKWOOD "Majors' Studio Monitors 157

£895
£1795
£674

£578

£748
£295
£475
£125
£348
£1998
£175
£578
£1498
£1098
£356
£75
£349
498
2498
£75
£696
£95
£995
£478
£95
£598
£298
£356
£155
£378
£548
£2,995
£328
£196
£495
£998
£88
£125
£296
£95
£299
£558
£255
£1195
£128
£195
£698
£175

£155
£125
£798
1998
£898
£398
£179
£246
£148
£95
£75
£95
£155
£239
£999

{with Tonnoy Dual Concentrics) £1500 £898
MAGNA PLANAR 1¢ imp £1400 £595
MARTIN LOGAN (LI {wolnut) £6700 £2995
McINTOSH

ML-1CERare {circa 1965) £500 £298
MEADOWLARK Shearwoter £2990  £1498
MERIDIAN DSP5000 (24bit) £4200 £2695
MERIDIAN M2 Active incl. stands £995 £495
MERIDIAN M3 Adtive £1000 £298
MERLIN TSM-SE (Mint) £1600 £998
MISSION 725 (Block & Light Oak) £550 £295
MISSION 733 {Black) £200 £99
MISSION 751 (Black} £330 £189
MISSION 753 (Rosewood) €799 £425
MISSION 771E £195 £135
MONITOR AUDIO Studio] 2 £1200 £646
MONITOR AUDIO Studio 14 (Morked} £900  £299
MORDAUNT SHORT Pogeont €180 £75
MORDAUNT SHORT (i {centre} £295 £145
MORDAUNT SHORT 40i £650 £295
MORREL Bass Master Oak (Marked)€ 1600 £599
MUSICAL FIDELITY Ref 2 £250 £938
PINK TRIANGLE Ventrical £1500 £950
PMC DB incl. stands (o5 new) £795 £595
PROAC Studio 1 Mk2 £380
PROAC Tablette 50 £600 £395
PROAC Toblette 2000 £649 £495
PROAC Super Towers £1000 £695
QNR Monitors (Black) £1200 £369
QUAD 988 £3600 £2498
QUAD ESL63 £3500 £1495
QUAD ESL63 Black + Stonds £3500 £1998
RED ROSE Music Spirit

{ribbon tweoters} incl stands £1200 £896
REGA XEL (Black} £990 £640
REGA Ha (8lock) £950 £646
RUARK Broodsword {Rosewood) €700 £329
SNELL J3 High Sensitivity Monitors £770 £349
SNELL E2 £500 £245
SONUS FABER (oncertino's £595 £475
SOUNDLAB Dynastots £3200 £1100
TANNOY Buckingham £5000 £1600
TANNOY M3 £200 £75
TANNOY 002000 £200 £95
TANNOY T165 (10" dual concentrics) €575 £275
TARGET RS4 (circo 1977) scratched  £250 £125
TARGET TM1 {circa 1977) scratched €200 £75
THIEL €52.2 Discoloured veneer £2500 £996
TOWNSEND Ribbon Hybrid £750 £195
TRIANGLE lcare £1500 £345
WHARFDALE 519 £275 £95
YAMAHA N$200 £250 £175
YAMAHA NS-(80 £120 £75
YORKSHIRE Hifi 1-3 €195 £78

URGENTLY WANTED

ARCAM Alpha 10 Integrated Amp

ARCAM Alpha 10 DAB Tuner
AUDION Pﬁono Stage

B& W 802 / 803 speakers
BOSE 321

BRYSTON SST-7B Monos

CROFT Valve Pre Amp, Micro 11 special
CYRUS (D6 and CYRUS Smart Power

EAR 324 MM/MC
JBL 250TI Series Speakers
LINN Ittock |1t Arm

MARANTZ ST450 Gyro Touch Tuner

MERIDIAN 556
MUSICAL FIDELITY NuVista M3

MUSICAL FIDELITY XAS100 Power Amp

MUSICAL FIDELITY A300 Int Amp

NAIM 250
NAIM Nat 01 Tuner
NAIM (DX

NAKAMICH! CR7E Cassette Deck in Mint

Condition

QUAD 77 Int

QUAD 2 x Mono {22) blocks
QUAD 99 Power Amp

ROTEL RMB 1075 5-channel power Amp
ROTEL RB 985 5-channel power Amp

SME 309 Arm IV - V

and similar items!
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The Hi-Fi Company's Tr ad,!'g
Station

EX-DEMONSTRATION & DISPLAY
ITEMS NOW AVAILABLE FOR SALE

We work dlosely with several high-end retailers and can offer you great
savings on their top quality ex-demonstration and display items.

All stock listed here is offered in ‘as new’ condition unless otherwise
stated, complete with boxes, instructions and full manufacturers
warranties. Some excess stock items are new, in unopened boxes.

APOGEE Mini Grand GS Speakers £7598
ARIEL ACOUSTICS Mod 8 + stands XD £5679
AYC (A2 including phono £2700
AUDIO ANALOGUE Puccini, monual silver £595

AUDIO ANALOGUE Moestro Amp ~ £2900
AUDIOGRAM M81 Amp £489
AUDIOGRAM MB2 Integoted Amp £599
AUDIO MECCA Mephisto Tronsport ~ £2200

AUDION Silver Knight 3008 Intgrid XD £1125
AUDIO RESEARCH DACS D/A £2335
AUDIO RESEARCH V1200/2 Pwr XD £11982

AUDIQ RESEARCH LS25Mk2 XD £5795
AUDIO RESEARCH DAC 120 £3498
AUDIO RESEARCH 100.2 Amp £3690
AUDIO RESEARCH LS8 Pre Amp £1499
AUDIO RESEARCH Ref600 Mkl £42998
AUDIO RESEARCH V150 Valve Amp  £4379

AUDIO RESEARCH M300 mkl! monos£11996
AUDIO RESEARCH VTT00 Mkilt Amp  £6400

B&W THX System XD 14975
CALIFORNIA AUDIO Alpha DAC £1808
CALIFORNIA AUDIO Delto (0 Trans  £1099
CALIFORNIA AUDIO DX1 852
COPLAND (DA277 (D + HD(D £1649
COPLAND  (DA288 (D + HD(D £1998
COPLAND  (SA303 Pre Amp £1349
COPLAND  (TA301 Pre Amp £1298
COPLAND  (TA504 Amp £1999
AR 834P Yolve Phono Stoge XD £549
GOLDMUND Mimesis 6 Amp £2899
GOLDMUND Mimesis 68 Pre Amp ~ £2584
GRAAF 13.5 il Pre XD £3950
GRAAF GM20 0TL XD £2950
GRAAF Venticinque £2250
GRAAF V15.35.5 {five ch power omp)  £2500
JADIS Drchestro (B Ployer £1298
KEF XQ1 £999
KEF X05 £1999
KRELL KPS28 (D Player XD 8998
KRELL KCT Pre-omp XD £9998
KRELL KAV250P Pre Amp 12398
KRELL KSL Pre Amp 12345
KRELL (D Ployer with DSP £3789
LINN LP12 / Lingo / Akito (block) ~ £2699

£4057
£3596
£1698
£397
£1797
£267
£317
£1398
£876
£1297
£9586
£4636
£697
£2467
£997
£25797
£2997
£5997
£4267
£1996
£847
£587
£457
£1097
£1337
£797
£587
£1197
£436
£1547
£1377
£2746
£2356
£1197
£1397
£957
£744
£1494
£6746
£7996
£1597
£1037
£1517
£1994

LINN LP12 Ecos Archive inc Lingo (blk) £3500

LINN Clossik Movie XD

£1995

MARTIN LOGAN Aeon Speokers XD £3148
MARTIN LOGAN (LS II Limited Edition £6700

MERIDIAN DSP33 Digitol Speakers

MARTIN LOGAN

Theatre CentreChannel Speaker
MARTIN LOGAN Cinemo Spk
McINTOSH MC122 Power
McINTOSH MC7108 8Ch Pwr
McINTOSH MX135 AV Catel Cotr
McINTOSH 15320 Speakers XD
McINTOSH 15340 Speakers XD
MNTOSH (536 Centre Speaker
MERIDIAN DSP33C (entre XD

£2595

£2998
£1698
£1249
£2549
£7990
£1998
£4798
£2495
£1355

MERIDIAN DSP5000C {Dig Centre} XD £1995

MICHELL Gyro SE XD

MICHELL Delphini Phono LPSU XD
MICHELL Delphini Phono SPSU XD
MISSION 78( (Centre) XD

MONRIOQ Asty 55W.ine int.omp silver

£870
895
£998
£350
£550

MONRIO Asty PHS5 Wline + phono sitver£650
MONRIO Asty ST, remote volume silver £600

MONRIQ Asty-Ployer (24/96) silver
MONRIO HP-1 (120 wotts power omp) silver£895

MONRIO 188.2 (DAC) silver

MONRIO Bitmatch (D-player /iransport silver£695

MONRIO M(-25 power amp silver

MONRIO MC-2005 power amp silver

MONRIO MP1 mono 110 watts
MONRIO MP1 mano 135 watts

MONRIO MP2 2-channel x 135 watis

NAGRA PLL Pre XD
NAIM Intro 2

NAIM NAC 112

NAIM Noit 5

NAIM NAP 150

NAIM (DS/XPS Mk2 XD
NAIM (redo XD
OPERA SPI (Cherry) XD
PATHOS Twin Towers XD
PATHOS Logos XD

£750

£595

£900
£1350
£600
£700
£950
£5395
£865
£660
£845
£795
£6265
£1425
£525
£3250
£2750

PIONEER OVR7000 DVD Recorder XD £1299
PIONEER SD-T 5000 50" Projection TV £3999

£1998
£1596
£2646
£5776
£2076

£1597
£897
£796
£1496
£3996
£1296
£2996
£1626
£1146
£1594
£740
£738
£798
£274
£347
£397
£447
£527
£597
£227
£297
£447
£497
£a7
£457
£697
£3996
£694
£524
£674
£634
£4994
£994
£426
£2596
£2296
£896
£1496

The Trading Station
35 Cowgate Peterhorough PE1 11Z

Phone: 0870 608 8211
email: info@Aifitradingstation.com
Business Hours: Tues - Sat: 10am - 5.30pm CLOSED MONDAYS

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED*
*NEXT DAY DELIVERY SERVICE
COMPETITIVE FINANCE TERMS FOR PERSONAL CALLERS

PIONEER PDP 503 HDE (50"} Plosma  £6995
PROAC Response 1.5 (Rosewood) XD £1970
PS AUDIO ULink2 HDCD DAC £2590
PS AUDIO Ref Link Pre/DAC £4549
REGA Naos {Cherry) XD £998
REGA ARA (Cherry) XD 1£255
REGA Curso Pre Amp £548
REGA Moaio £498
REGA Jupiter (D £998
SME 10 with 309 Tone Arm XD £3410

SONUS FABER Amoti Homage XD £11850

SONUS FABER Concertino XD £599
SONUS FABER Extremo Speakers £6499
SONUS FABER Electo Speakers {1789
SPENDOR $6 £1299
SPENDOR $8 Cherry - Slight cabinel domage £1700
SPENDOR $9 £2499
DS Audio Transformer £349
THETA (osonovo Pre XD 14478
THETA Dreadnought5 Ch Amp £7498
THETA Cormen Il (O/DVD Trons £3998
THETA Jitter Buster £228
THETA Dovidll DVD Ployer £5998
TRIANGLE Zoys Ambre £1295
TRICHORD Pulsa Series One DAC £1900
UNISON RESEARCH Unico | £775
UNISON RESEARCH $2 £1295
UNISON RESEARCH S8 £3100
UNISON RESEARCH Power 35 £1500
UNISON RESEARCH Feather One £895

UNISON RESEARCH Feather One Remote£995
WILSON BENESCH Full Circle £1995

www.hifitradingstation.com

£5495
£1296
£1037
£1997
£794
£214
£434
£394
£794
£2896
£9996
£529
£3497
£1197
£994
£1346
£1996
£266
£2996
£5297
£2937
£177
£4397
£897
£1298
£597
£697
£1997
£897
£447
£527
£1496

WILSON AUDIO Cub (Block Laminote) XD £5495 £3496

WILSON AUDIO Cub (Gloss) XD £6890
WILSON AUDIO Sophio (Black) XD £11992

WILSON AUDIO Cub Wilson Gloss ~ £6890
WILSON AUDIO Cub-Il Wilson Gloss  £8248
WILSON AUDIO Witt 2 Speakers ~ £10995
WILSON BENESCH Drotor XD £2900
WILSON BENESCH Actor XD £3999
WILSON BENESCH Act-1 XD £6999
WILSON BENESCH Act-2 XD £8999

Z SYSTEMS ROQ1 Silver Dig.Equaliser £3298

£3996
£9596
£4397
£6047
£6997
£2524
£2998
£4499
£5999
£2197




HEATHCOTE AUDIO

TEL: 01992 653999 MOBILE: 07860 511111 E-MAIL ADDRESS: HeathcoteAudio@aol.com

SPECIAL OFFER

PERPETUAL TECHNOLOGIES PA-3/PA-1SIGNATURE DAC/UPSAMPLER

& MODRIGHT PSU BRAND NEW BOXED £1935
VALVE AMPS

MICHAELSON AUDIO CHRONOS 4 BOX PRE/PSU & 2 MONOS SERVICED/REVALVED MINT £4000
QUAD TWO-FORTY PRE &MONOBLOCS BOXED £2750
ROGUE TEMPEST REMOTE INTEGRATED (NEW VALVE& MINT/BOXED £1395
UNISON RESEARCH S-6 REMOTE INTEGRATED EX DE| MINT/BOXED £1275

GRAAF GRAFFiti INTEGRAI MINT  £895
GOLODEN TUBE SE1-50 MK. 11AREMOTE CONTROL) MINT/BOXED £650
JADIS OEFY-7 100 WATTS EXCLT £3250

AUDIO RESEARCH VT-50 POWER AMP EX DISPLAY

NEW/BOXED
MINT €

AUDIO RESEARCH V-70 POWER Al 1950
EAR 509 MONOBLOCS £1095
VINTAGE RADIO RESTORATION ADUR MONOBLOCS £995
AUDIONOTE P2-SE POWER MINT  £650
JADIS JPS-2 TWO BOX PRE AS £8000 £3450
AUDIO RESEARCH LS-22 PRE WITH REMOTE UPGRADE & RE-VALVE MINT/BOXED £2950
AUDIO RESEARCH SP-14 PRE C/W PHONO STAGE (£4000) T £1795
AUDIO RESEARCH LS-2 PRE AMP (MULLARD REVALVE MINT/BOXED £1395
CONRAOQ JOHNSON PREMIER 14 REMOTE CONTROL PRE AMP EXCLT. £1995
QAKLEY AMERICAN VALVE PRE-AMP INC.PHONO STAGE EXCLT £495
UNISON RESEARCH C5P PRE AMP WITH PHONO STAGE £695
MONRIQ ASTY VALVE PRE-AMP (VERY PRETTY) 3 MONTHS USE MINT BOXED £375
SOLID STATE
LAVARDIN T (RETAIL 23500 MINT'BOXED £1995
KRELL FPB 600 STEREQ Al EXCLT £6995
K LEVINSON. NO 23. POWER AMP(200 WATTS/CHANNEL) MINT £2795
MARK LEVINSON NO.27 POWER Al MINT/BOXED £2250
MUSICAL FIDELITY P-270 POWER EXCLT  £600
TOCA SECA 20 WATT CLASS A AMP MARBLE FRONT VERY RARE /GOOD EXCLT £1250
MARANTZ SC-22 PRE & MA-22 MONOBLOCS MINT/BOXED £1250
CONRAD JOHNSON PF-R REMOTE PRE AMP MINT/BOXED £1795
AUDIO INV.1000 SILVER WIRED PASSIVE PRE EXCLT  £225
AUDIO ANALOGUE MAESTRO ( EX DISPLAY MODEL HUGE SAVING) AS NEW/BOXED £1750
CAIRN 4808 REMOTE INTEGRATED MINT  £375
ORELLE SA-100R REMOTE AUDIOPHILE AMP MINT/BOXED  £395
ALBARRY 4808 MONOBLOCS MINT/BOXED  £395
PERPETUAL TECHNOLOGIES SIGNATURE PA-3/PA-1
OAC UPSAMPLER/MODWRIGHT PSU BRAND NEW/BOXED £1995
KRELL MD-1 TRANSPORT& SBP-64X TWOQ BOX DAC MINT £3750
ACCUPHASE DP-80 TRANSPORT AND MATCHING DAC.(EXTREMELY RARE? EXCLT/BOXED £2450
TECHNICS SL-21000/SH-X1000 FLAGSHIP TRANSPORT & DAC (GOLDWALNUT) BOXED £2450
OPA T-1 TRANSPORT/POM-1 MK 3 TWQ BOX DAC (BOTH DELTRAN) MINT/BOXED £1095
THETA DATA BASIC 11 TRANSPORT WITH DELTRAN MOD MINT/BOXED £1095
THETA PEARL TRANSPORT MINT/BOXED  £895
AUDIO SYNTHESIS TRANSEND TRANSPORT COAX AES/EBU AT&T EXCLT  £575
ARANTZ CDA-34 TRANSPORT AUDIO SVN MOD. AT&T/COAX) EXCLT €675
ORELLE co10T TRANSPORT SILVE MINT/BOXED  £395
THETA DS PRO GEN Il (AT&T, COAX ETC )WAS £6000 APPROX MINT/BOXED £2395
THETA DSPre GEN III (P E AMP/DA EXCLT/BOXED £2295
THETA DS MINT/BOXED £1295
THETA DS PRO PROGENV -A DAC MINT BOXED  £595
THETA DS PRO BASIC-11 DAC. MINT/BOXED £1275
AUDIONOTE DAC-1X SIGNATURE AS NEW/BOXED  £650
MONRIQ 18B DAC & SEPERATE PSU MINT  £495
PINK TRlANGLE ORDINAL DAC MINT/BOXED £350
NAIM C| 6HAD NEW LASER MECH) MINT/BOXED £1095
PIONEER P! MINT/BOXED  £495
VINYL
FORSELL AIR FORCE ONE REFERENCE AND ARM 24 KARAT GOLD (WAS $30,000 BOXED £7500
NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE STUDIO MENTOR REFERENCE/COVER & MATCHING ARM MINT £3250
BASIS 1400 & TONEARM EX.DIS/MINT  RES
SVSTEMDECK/LINN BASIK/AT CART. BOXED £195
ARISTON Q DECK- BOXEDNVGC £195
CONRAD JOHNSON EF 1 LEGENDRY PHONO STAGE MINT/BOXED £1095
LEHMAN BLACK CUBE SE (RETAIL 2650? BRAND NEW/BOXED £450
MCcCORMACK MICRO DRIVE PHONO STAI EX DIS/BOXED  £550
TALK BREEZE PHONO STAGE MM/MC EX DISPLAV NEW  £250
DENSEN DRIVE MC. PHONO STAGE MINT €275

LOUDSPEAKERS

MARTIN LOGAN CLS11-2 & KINERGETICS SW-800 SUBWOOFERS AND EXT.X/OVZR (SUPERB

;JMINT/BO)(ED £5750
XED £5995

SOUNDLAB MILLENNIUM-3 FULL RANGE ELECTROSTATICS 99!

KLIPSCH CORNER HORNS 104 DB BIRDS EYE MAPLE VENEER FANTASTIC! MINT £3750
WILSON SYSTEM 5.1 PIANO BLACK MINT/CRATED £7500
ART AUDIO-2 PIANO BLACK (£6000 NEW| MINT/CRATED £3450
HARBETH MASTERING SYSTEM MA- 40 EUCALYPTUS 2 MONTHS OLD £5000 NEW)) MINT/BOXED £2850
B & W SILVER SIGNATURE, EXTERNAL X-OVER'3 METRE CABLES & SLATE STANDS MINT £2450
ALR JORDAN NOTE 5 SPECIAL BOBINGA WOOD FINISH EX.0IS £1150
MARTIN LOGAN AERIUS | MINT'BOXED £1195
ALON 11 OPEN BAFFLE FLOORSTANOERS 1195
LIVING VOICE AUDATORIUM . EX DEM MINT/BOXED £1150
CELESTION A 2 FLOORSTANDERS MINT  £650
REGA XEL (WALNUT) MINT  £650
AUDIONO ANK/SP SILVER WIRED MINT/BOXED £575
KELLY KT-3 HIGH 95 DB SENSITIVITY CHERRY VENEER MINT/BOXED £795
INFINITY KAPPA-8 REFERENCE MINT £1450
WHARFDALE OPTION 1 HUGE ACTIVE ONLY 4 PAIRS MADE {WERE £8000NEW) 1750
SNELL C MK-1V AMERICAN OAK VERY RARE/GOOD EXCLT £1500

PROAC STUDIO 150 EXCLT £
MINT/BOXED

EPOS ES-11 MK2 £295
EPOS ES-14 WITH STANDS MINT  £375
ROKSAN OJAN 3X & OJAN 3S SUBWOOFER SYSTEM S OSEWOOD RARE/SUPERB MINT/BOXED £1450
BOSE 901 MK.1IV & MATCHING EQUALISER RECENTE EXCLT/BOXED £795
CELESTION A-2 HUGELY CAPABLE ( ROSEWOOD VEN BRAND NEW/BOXED £1250
TANNOY ARUNDEL 153839 HIGH POWER DRIVERS 95 D SENSITIVE VERV RARE MINT £1500
SO 0BS FLOORSTANDERSS OPEN BAFFLE) SMALLER BROTHER TO BOXED £495
CASTLE HOWARD-2 PREMIUM BEECH FINISH MINT  £795
CASTLE AVON FLOORSTANDERS MINT €450
IMF PROFFESSIONAL MONITOR VI PHONE
ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE-109 MINT  £225
TUNERS/TAPE/DAT/MINIDISC/MISC

NAKAMICHI DR-3 E\/ERV LITTLE USE) MINT/BOXED  £250
SONY 3000ES TUNER (GOLD) MINT  £195
DENON TU-600 TUNER MINT €75
AUDIO RESEARCH BAL-1 BALANCED/PHONO CONVERTER £375
MERIDIAN MSR SYSTEM REMOTE £50
RACKS/STANDS

SOUNDSTYLE ST-105/ SILVER/BLACK EX DIS/BOXED NEW  £275
SOUNDSTYLE XS 105 5 SHELF BLACK OR SILVER (23402 EXDIS. £195
SOUNDSTYLE XS 105 5 SHELF CANCELLED ORDER 2 OF BRAND NEW BOXED  £225
SOUNDSTYLE XS 100 4 SHELF CANCELLED ORDER 2 OFF BRAND NEW BOXED £195
SQUNDSTYLE XS 250 CD STORAGE RACK CANCELLED ORDER BRAND NEW BOXED €195
SOUND ORGANIZATION Z-140 EX.0IS  £95
B&W STANDS FOR CO-1INT SILVER/BLACK VGC  £95
TARGET 24 INCH STAN MINT €75
ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE-2 TWIN PILLAR LEAD FILLED STANDS MINT €375

SPEGIAL OFFER

BLACK RHODIUM $-130X2 BI-WIRE LOUDSPEAKER CABLE BRAND NEW LTD QUANTITY £10 PER METRE
BLACK RHODIUM S-300 BI WIRE LOUDSPEAKER CABLE BRAND NEW LTD QUANTITY £25 PER METRE

MAINS CABLES/BLOCKS/CONDITIONERS ETC
BLACK RHODIUM 8 WAY MAINS BLOCKS (CANCELLED ORDER)

BRAND NEW  £225

BLACK RHODIUM 25 MAINS CABLE { BRAIDED) MK TOUGHP| BRAND NEW  £65
BLACK RHODIUM 25 MAINS CABLE(BRAIDED)RHODIUM PLATED/POLISHED SUPERGRIP PLUGBRAND NEW £100
C ABLES

TARA LABS 1800 18 FEET PAIR BI-WIRE AS NEW BOXED ETC £750
MIT MH-750 PAIR £650
NIRVANA AUDIO SL-SERIES 2.3 METRE PAIR EX DEM. FACTORY TERMINATED £525
VAN DEN HUL REVELATION 2 METRE STEREQ PAIR TERMINATED £575
VAN DEN HUL REVELATION 1.5 METRE STEREQ PAIR TERMINATED £375
XLO REFERENCE 6 FT. PAIR TERMINATED SPADES/BANANAS £275
QED GENESIS SILVER .SPIRAL BI-WIRE 3.5 METRE PAIR TERMINATED TBA
QED GENESIS SILVER SPIRAL 4 X 1.5 METRE TERMINATED £175
TRANSPARENT MUSIC WAVE PLUS BI-WIRE 15FT PAIR £475
TRANSPARENT WAVE 200 2 METRE PAIR £175
MIT TERMINATOR 6 3.3 METRE PAIR (NEW) £225
CARDAS HEXLINK 2 METRE PAIR (FAC ORV TERMINATED) £275
AUDIONOTE AN-SP 2 METRE PAIR (FACTORY TERMINATED) £375
AUDIONOTE AN-L 4 METRE PAIR (FACTORY TERMINATED) £225
VANDEN HUL MC CS 122 2 X 3 METRE PAIR AS NEW £125
AUDIOQUEST CRYSTAL HYPERLITZ 2 METRE BI-WIRE TERMINATED £75
IRTERCONNECT

HAAMONIC TECH MAGIC LINK ONE 1 METRE EX DEM £650
SILVER ARROW 1 METRE BALANCED XLR EX DEM/AS NEW £650
XLO SIG.5 PIN DIN TO PHONO S 2 OFF EACH £100
XLO 3 METRE PAIR (PHONO) EX.DEM £225
MUSICAL FIDELITY NUVISTA INTERCONNECT VARIOUS LENGTHS SOME BRAND NEW  RING
FURAKAWA 3 METRE BALANCED X £300
GRYPHON ‘THE GRYPHON GUIDELINE 1.5 METRES BALANCED XLR £300
KIMBER ATTENUATED CABLE ! METRE TBA
BLACK RHODIUM ORATORIA BALANCED XLR 1METRE/2 METRES BRAND NEW PACKAGED RING
BLACK RHODIUM REQUIEM-2 NORMALLY £1750/METRE LTD QUANTITY BRAND NEW BOXED RING
BLACK RHODIUM QRATORIA 2 METRE BRAND NEW PACKAGED RING
BLACK RHODIUM ORATORIA 1 METRE BRAND NEW PACKAGED RING
BLACK RHODIUM ORATORIA 0. 5 METRE BRAND NEW PACKAGED RING

BLACK RHODIUM CONCERTO 0.5 TRE

BLACK RHODIUM SYMPHONY 1 METRE ESEVERAL) CANCELLED ORDER BRAND NEW PACKAGED
BLACK RHODIUM SYMPHONY 0.5 METR BRAMD NEW PACKAGED
AUDIQQUEST DIAMOND 2 X 2 METRE PAIRS {MIN

5
T)EACH  £550

BRAND NEW PACKAGED £80/100

£65
£5

AUDIQQUEST LAPIS 4 METRE PAIR £450
AUDIOQUEST TURQUOISE 2 METRE PAIR EACH  £35
NORDOST BLUE ANGEL 1.5 METRE PAIR BRAND NEW PACKAGED  £65
NORDOST BLUE ANGEL 1.0 METRE 5 PIN DIN TO PHONO S £60
LFD SPIROLINK.4 FEET PAIR £50
DIGITAL
XLO 4.1 DIGITAL COAX 1 METRE & 2 METRE NEW/PACKED £175 £225
MADRIGAL AES/EBU 0.5 METRE £150
NIRVANA DIGITAL COAX LEAD 4 FT. £200
VAN DEN HUL FIRST 0.8 METRE BRAMND NEW PACKAGED £100

N DEN HUL 0-102 MK.111 HB. 4 FEET EX DISPLAY/NEW  £40
CABLE TALK DIGITAL BRAND NEW PACKAGED  £50
REGA DIGITAL INTERCONNECT 1 METRE (NEUTRIK PHONO §) £30

N DEN HUL AES/EBU £40
AUDIOOUEST OPTILINK X TOSLINK £50
AUDIQQUEST VIDEOLINK X TBA
BELOEN-M OATATWISTER AES/EBU 1 METRE £65
IX0S OPTICAL CABLE

MOST EQUIPMENT STOCKED IS ONE OWNER MINT/BOXED, SIMILAR QUALITY VINTAGE AND MODERN

EQUIPMENT REQUIRED FOR IMMEDIATE CASH PURCHASE. PLEASE PHONE GEORGE 10-6PM

Are you making the right connections?

Send for Britain’s biggest catalogue of
specialist cable and connections.
All available by mail order.
Phone 020-8942 9124 or clip
the coupon for your Free copy
www.custom-cable.co.uk

EUSFSUE[R!:IMFEHBLE

,.
! Please send me your FREE Custom Cable Catalogue

PO Box 4007, London SW17 8XG

1

1

]
1 ]
! Name !
1 1
| Add '
: ress /\\\ :
i / i
E Postcode / Q% E
!\ NO FURTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED CFB_E 1
i Send to: Custom Cable Service / ™ i
! PO Box 4007 { * Cotatg,, :
; London SW17 8XG e :
' HFW 3/04 —— ]
o o oo - - - - - - - - = e )

www hisfiworid:couk
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AUDUSA EUPEN CSA 2.5 AUDIO AC MAINS CABLE
GNLM 05/04 and GNLM 05/2.5 ( CSA 2.5) Cable with
FERRITE TECHNOLOGY - A polymer material mixed with GNLM 05/2.5 (CSA2.5)
a considerable quantity of homogeneously fine high quality £48 for 1.0m, £58 for 1.5m

ferrite powder is extruded around the copper conductors. As a £68 for 2.0m. Off the reel £30

ferromagnetic material, it will go through hysteresis loops m;:;;gzier, £20 per m
» whenever it is under influence of an alternating magnetic ‘
/ field. Consecutively magnetizing and demagnetizing the :ﬁg&: 3;‘,‘;%2%‘2‘; gféggos)
matenal will cause considerable losses of high frequency energy. will be fitted at extra cost.
This energy is absorbed in the ferrite grains and converted into
/ heat The GNLM cables which in addition to the above described ferrite GNLM 05/04
technology is further protected with a foil shield and a drain wire and £58 for 1.0m, £72 for 1.5m,

£86 for 2.0m. Also available

specifically manufactured for High End audio use. Said by some to be the

of the reel.
. : - h I
most neutral sounding audio ac mains cable on the market Both GNLM cables are avail-
Fitted with IEC (Martin Kayser) and MK Tough plug Cable able for export.

can be supplied fitted to our all steel 4, 6 and 8 way distri-

bution blocks. We can rewire the distribution blocks with SILVER SILVER - upgrade the cable with silver plat-
SIEELRELEERERERUC R E R RCE A CNATEMEICE  od contacts on IEC and and MK plug for £6. aubusa
for details. - Eupen and LAT AC-2 mains cable available with 16 amp IEC (

AUDUSA - OOM Silverlink OCC balanced for certain models of amps by Krell, MF, Levinson etc), Marin-
speaker cable - stranded, silver on OFHC plus co/Wattgate IEC 320, Figure of eight, Bulgin, Hubble,European
three strands of OCC (tho Continous Casting - sin- Schuko,French, Australian, Swiss, Danish,Neutrik and other plugs
gle crysial copper) for improved bass performance. see our web site for IEC's,MK plugs RCA and Banana

Mylar infill and with designed in protection against
RF and EMI. conductor of 3mm diameter (approx 8
gauge). Cable Overall Dimension: 14.72 mm.

LAT International AC-2 AUDIO AC MAINS CABLE

We have devglopgd a'cat.)llng (weaving) patterr? along with SILVERFUSE is a near alloy of silver
an unusual shielding/filtering system that gets rid of the p= and copper. IT 1S NOT SILVER PLATED OR SiL-
garbage that contaminates your components. The difference VER CLAD. Plating (or clad, which is the same thing
you hear with our cord is astounding. Our power cord takes as platir}g) causes a dioding effect.whe_n
advantage of silver in its design through use of our proprieta 1CHO 7 signal is passed through resulting in
Silverf sg BEtors Th cog d ctorg 10 2 pd m?l m m brightness and distortion. The Silverfuse
R >° con u S‘. € n u sare gauge an _W process starts with seven nines OFHC cop-
PTFE; the best insulation available. Fitted as standard with * per wire with a diameter that is slightly larger
IEC / MK Toughplug. . 60cm £62, 90cm £75, 1.2m £88, 1.5m than the required size. It is then pulied through a
£101, 1.8m £112 etc Other lengths available and.off the reel. trough of molten silver. The wire with a silver deposit,
4,6 and 8 way all steel mains distribution blocks fitted with - then forced through a compacting d'? where it is
) subject to tremendous pressure. The silver and the
UK, Schuko or USA sockets.CE tested & approved mains high purity copper are fused together into a near alloy.
distribution units manufactured of heavy gauge steel, finished The compacting fusion also reduces the wire diameter
in black and fitted with high quality 13amp sockets. It has to the desired size. No dioding subsequently
no filters, circuit breakers, surge protection, transformers,
resistors, capacitors, LED’s, on/off switches, chokes, regu-

occurs with this process. The result provides for
the benefits of silver; which are excellent defin-

lators, just fitted with 1m of AC-2 mains cable.From £166

for 4 way, £198, 6 way, £229 for 8 way.

connectors with silver plate contacts and other audio and
ac mains connectors

AC-2
Power cable compare
with products costing
ten times as much,
then decide

ition and clarity, with the high purity copper ben-
efits of warmth and mellowness.

LAT INTERNATIONAL Inc USA - Analogue,. Digital and Video interconnects and Speaker

cable better than most others at double the price.

SUNFIRE CORPORATION - Snohomish USA

New for 2003 Sunfire Uitimate - world’s most powerful home cinema

Receiver. 7 x 200 watts, Cinema Seven power amps, 7 x 200 and 7 x 400
Signature True SubWoofer 13 inch cube True Sub MKIV 11 inch cube and Junior Sub
Woofer 9 inch cube -all with two drivers, to as low as 16hz, 116 SPL and 360 cu ins of air
movement, 1200 or 2700 watt patented amp technology. Solid state power amps 2 chan-
nel (2 x 300 and 2 x 600) and 5 channel (5 x 220 watts and 5 x 430 watts patented amp
technology (no heat sinks), Classic tube preamp and Theatre Grand lIl processor preamp

.

www.audusa.com

T: 020 8241 9826, 020 8264 0249 F: 020 8241 0999 E: sales@audusa.com
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$Music
93-95 Nantwich Rd., Crewe, Cheshire.
Telephone : 01270 214143

Aud nplifier (SI]) - €450
Audialab 8000 \ i 1) - £750 Pair

ifierr (X1} - £650
lifier (SH) - £450
aple/XD) - £650
osew ood/XD) - £300
ers (Maple/X D) - £250
Speakers (XD) - £400

ﬂeriJlan, ‘I'an
Cablo 1"a|k, ﬁ Arcam, Tric J

PINEWOOD MUSIC

of Winchester and Taunton

KRELL SACD STANDARD

The player that everyone loves because it plays CD just
as well as SACD and has been compared favourably to
machines costing three times as much. Please
telephone for a demonstration - or hear it at home on
your own system

SONUS FABER CREMONA AUDITOR

One of the loveliest miniatures availble. An award-
winning loudspeaker that will bring out the heart and
soul of any music you ask it to play. And if you like
electrostatics, then you must hear the MARTIN LOGAN
CLARITY. Beautiful - and another award-winner!

Ex-demonstration and part-exchange sale:

Krell KAV-280CD £2600
Krell KAV-300it integrated £2450
Sonus faber Signum £ 750
Sonus faber Grand Piano Home £1350
Transparent XL cables £ POA

THE PINEWOOD MUSIC COMPANY
Tel: 01460 54322 Mobile: 07860 351113
e-mail: brianriv@mac.com

Cur agencies include: Krell, Sonus faber, Martin Logan, Copland,
Transparent and finite-elemente

www,hi-fiworld.co.nk

CLASSIQUE SOUNDS.(LEICESTER) INC ONE THING.

VINTAGE HIFI & VALVE SPECIALIST
V_ANTED Vintage and modern hifi eqpt. Part exchange welcome.
FOR SALE.PRE/POWFER AMPLIFIERS

Quicksilver Mono valve power amplifiers x 2. 60 watts uses 6550 ubes in push pull. With cages. Chrome tops £ 899 pr

Quad 606 mk1 power amplifier. Good condition. £ 399
Sugden A28/11 class A intergrated. Mint. Boxed.  £250
Audionote valve amplifier I0W.ch K4. Revalved  £450

Sugden AUS1 power amplifier. Boxed. £650
Marantz PM66SE KI signature integrated amplifier £ 199
Pair Leak TL12 + valve amps Grey. Rebuilt by me.£ 599
Tube Technology Unisis valve pwr amp. Mint bxd £ 995

CR Developments Carmenta Line valve pre-amp. £ 450
Hart 1100RSA integrated amplifier. 80WSuperb. £ 375
Sugden A25 amplifier. Excellent condition & insr £ 200
Meridian Modular pre/power amplifier. Ex cond. £ 249
Quad 77 integrated amplifier. Mint. Boxed. Instr.  £399
Musical Fidelity B1 integrated amplifier. Good condf. 125

IQuad ESLST's nice condition. Bronze finish. ~ £700pr
Roksan ROK-ONE speakers. Black. Mint. Boxed. £ 295
SD Acoustios SD3 loudspeakers. Piano finish ~ £275
Heybrook Heylios. Black. Baxed. Ex condition £ 199
Tannoy Chatsworth with 12 inch monitior golds. ~ £700
ICastle Kendall speakers. Good condition. £69
Kef C20 Bookshelf monitor speakers inblack £ 60

Michell Lso. Very late model with see through case. £ 250

Golden tube Audio SE-40 single ended valve amplifier Complete with Bias adjust tool 40 watts of valve power

Magnum A.100 2 X huge mono power amplifiers.350 wats output Excelient condition. Cost around £2000

TEL 0845 123 5137 (local rate XUKonly)

Musical Fidelity "The pre amplifier”. MC phono £ 149
Quad 4052 power amg. Slight hum on transformer. £ 150
Linn LK 100 power amplifier. Excellent condition. £ 395

£605
Rotel RBI70 BX power amplifier. Bridgeable £125
Naim Nap 90 & Nac 92 prespower New cases £495
Crimson Electrik 510/520 pre/power amplifierBxd. £ 249
Rogers Cedet integrated tube amplifier. 10W £175

£79
Harmon Kardon HK 1400 line amplifierMinvboxed £ 199
Kenwood KA660D integraied amplifier. Black £ 6

Naim NAC 92 pre amp. SNO 161840. Mint. Boxed £29%9
Magnum MP.125 pee amplifier with MM/MC £250
Quad 77 remote control for amplifier etc. Cost £300 £ 149
Naim Nait IR integrated amp & remote Mint Bxdf 495 Linn

LK1 pre-amp and remote. Good condition £249 Linn LK2 power amplifier. Good condition. £29
Copland CTAS01 power amplifier. Valve. £1800  £799  Naim Nap 180 power amplifier. Mint. Boxed. £79
Quad 11s in various condition and prices £POA  Pigneer A400 integrated amplifier. Good cond £125
Leak Stereo 20 valve power amplifiers from....  £POA  Harmon Kardon integrated valve amp.110V.V rare  £299
Quad 303 power amplifiers from cveeeen.£ 125 Arcam Alpha 2 amplifier. Mint. Boxed/tnstr £95
Nakamichi CAS pre-amplifier. Ex cond. Cost £750 £ 375 Nakamichi PAS 100WiCH power amp. Cast £1300 £ 650
NVA A0 mono power amplifiers X 2..Good cond£ 799 NVA A60 stereo power amgplifier. Good condition. £ 295
Musical Fidelity Pre-8 pre-amplifier. Mint. Boxed £ 150 Arcam Alpha 3 amplificr. Mint Boxed! Instructions £ 100
Arcam Zeta 1 Pro logic Cinemna amp. Cost £99900£ 450 Quad 33 pre amplifiers. From. £75
TURNTABIES
‘Thorens TD-135 umntable and arm. Like a 124.  £POA  Thorens TD-2001 tumtable and arm Cost £700Bxd £ 349
Garrard 401 with SME 3009 arm. £295 Thorens TD!25 with thorens tone arm. £125
Transcriptors Hydraulic reference/Decca armMint€ POA  Garrard 301/401 chassis in various condition from £ 125
SPEAKERS
Quad ELS63's. Black. Al new panels and fully serviced by One Thing Audio. 12 months full warranty. Mint. ~ £1999

Pair Quad ESLS7 spkss. Fully rebuilt by One Thing Audio. Black cloth fronts.5 star review in Hifi World. Mint. £1599
Quad ESLS7 speakers All fully serviced with full 3 months warranty.Hear what ESLS7s should sound like From£S00) pr

Tannoy Lancaster with 12° monitor golds. £750
Mission 773 floor standers. Mintboxed. Half price £ 199

Rogers LSS5 speakers. Rosewood. Boxed. Exc cond £ 193
Celestion SL600 speakers. Good condition. Bi wire £ 375
Mordaunt Short MS201 pearl. Brand new. Black  £169
B&W DM4 speakers. Black finish £85
Magneplaner MG 14 . Boxed with £400 oak stands £ 999

OTHER ITEMS
Luxman D107U VALVE Compact disc player with remote and booklet. Extremely rare and in good condition

£ Ring
Cyrus DAD3 Cd player with remote. Ex condition £ 275 Tno

KTS80L synthesiser tuner. AM/FM. Black . £75 Rotel RCD 965 BX CD piayer. Mint. Boxed £149
Arcam Delta 150 nicam stereo tuner and emote.  £95 - Marantz CDS0 Cd player. Ex condition £
GEC PX4 valve. Brand new. £100 Decca London iseemational tone arm. New. Boxed.  £175
Arcam Delta 1703 CD Transport Mint Boxed £800 £ 399 Leak Troughline 3 Mono valve tuner. Fully serviced £ 195
SME 3009 tonearms from.... £125 Rotel 950 CD player. Ex cond. Baxed. £100
Quad 77 RDS FM tuner. Mint. Boxed. Instructions £ 399 Nakamichi CDP 2E CD player. Ex condition. £250
Naim 42.5 pre amp. MM boards fited. £125 Phillips (01 top ioading od player. Collectable £125
Marantz SD275 twin cassetie deck. Dolby BIC £ 49 Tectmies SL-PG40A Mash CD playerfremete. £75
Aiwa AD-S750 Dolby B-C-S/HX pro cassette deck £ 75 Technics SL-PS620A CD playerfremote. £75

Linx Tuner. Mint Boxed. Very unusual. Cost £549  £249  Quad FM3 wner in excellent condition. £9
Arcam Alpha 5 od player. Mint. Boxediremote £ 195  Marantz CD63 top loader od player. Collectable. £125

LI R

QUAD ESLS7 & ELS63 PANELS/SERVICING

NEW  B& DA 70 Electrostatic panel: nov undertaken. Price for one 1 1el is £150.00)
Reconditioned Quad ESLS57 speakers from only £900.00.pr.Why spend £4000+? Have vour
[ESL57 SPEAKERS STANDARD SERVICE £375.PR. Ring for info.
Exchange/ recon ESL57 bass panel £130.Treble £109. ESL63 panels £ 100 refurbished.
ELS63/ESLS7 speaker stands, available in black or woodgrain @ £175.00 a pair.

New socks for ELS63s £38 pr. Many other spare parts available. Please ring.

"Classique Sounds servicing restores the Quads to a position where they can hold their
head high’, Jon Marks. HIFI WORLD. April 1999.Full servicing facilities available.

—
Troughline 3 tuner service & realignment £150.00. (excludes valves. Rarely needed).
One thing stereo decoder (back in stock ) £175.00 Ex review Hifi world.

TRANSLL T (somewha bargain) Hif

PURE SILVER INTERCONNECT CABLE

99.99% pure silver conductors. Quality gold plated RCA phono plugs.

Half Metre terminated £70.00 One metre terminated £90.00. Available with Eichmann plugs + £30
New. Transhicent ULTRA + Heavy duty. 99.99% pure silver (4N). Eichmann Solid silver plugs
£249M Or £199.00 per half metre. 7 day money back guarartee if not better than existing cable

NEW. 1.0MM 99.99% Pure silver wire @€15m. 0.5mm pure silver wire @ £6.00m
Translucent pure silver mains cable. 3 amp. £129.00 13 amp £249

One Thing Mains cables. RFi suppressed. Silver plated conductors.Voltage spike protection.only...£70.00.

NEW EAR/YOSHINO EQUIPMENT

ar 834P MM/MC phono stage with/without volume. Brand new. Boxed at only £615

ar 834P MM phono stage. No volume control.
ar 8341 Line only valve pre-amplifier.Amazing.

Brand new. Boxed at only £489

Brand new. Boxed at only £549
12351 Il Chagged at Insal ra ywl |

Tel 0116 2835821 or 07802 213740 (Mobile). Callers by appt only.

Opening times 10.00am-6.00pm Mon-Friday.10.00am-2.00pm Saturday.

61 Aylestone drive. Aylestone. Leicester, LE2 8QE. Email

classique_sounds@yahoo.co.uk
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X-Demo & Second Hand Items — March 2004

Was Now Nordost Valhalla RCA1m Interconnect S/H 2300 1499

CD players DACs & Transports Nordost SPM XLR Balanced 1m interconnect x-demo 825 499

Nordost Red Dawn 2x3m Speaker cable S/H 920 599
Accuphase DP65V CD Player x-demo 4250 2795 Opera Lux 3 Tier Table Clear/Stainless x-Demo 950 449
Accuphase DP75V CD Player 24/192 S/H 7500 4995 Siltech LS38G3 2x4.75m Silver speaker cable/WBT S/H 1752 999
Audio Research CD2 S/H 3499 1795 Transparent Music Link Ultra x| Balanced 2m S/H 1629 995
Audio Research CD3 x-demo 4999 4249 Transparent Music Link Ultra Balanced 7.26m S/H 2349 1499
dCS Elgar 24/192 Non Firewire S/H 8500 3999
dCS Purcell Upsampler Non Firewire S/H 2999 1695 Tuners & Tape Decks, Power Supplies
Krell KAV280CD x-demo 3999 3250
Mark Levinson No 360s x-demo 7495 4995 AKG C1000 Condenser Mic S/H 241 110
Musical Fidelity Pre 24 CP Player S/H 2000 1199 Magnum Dynalab FT-R Remote Switcher for
Sony SCD1 SACD /CD Player S/H 4000 1699 FT101A/Etude (New&Boxed) 450 279
Teac VRDS T1 Transport S/H 599 325
Theta Carmen CD/DVD Transport S/H 3499 1995
Theta Data Basic Transport S/H 2397 995 Bargains Under£100
Theta Generation V Balanced S/H 6290 2999

ArcamAlphall CD Player S/H N/A 99
Turntables Tonearms & Cartridges
Avid Acutus Turntable Chrome x-demo 6000 3799  Midland Audio X-change is looking for:—
Gryphon Legato SAP Phono Stage x-demo 7895 5999 Audio Research
Kuzma Stabi/Stogi S Turntable New& Boxed 1295 1099
Lehmann Audio Black Cube SE New& Boxed 650 449 Krell
McCormack Phono Stage New and Boxed 650 399 ;
Ortofon Kontrapunkt b MC Cartridge x-demo 699 375 Ma_rk Levi !’180!’1
Roksan Artexerxes MC Phono Stage S/H 549 179 Naim Audio
Roksan Artexerxes X MC/MM Phono Stage S/H 450 299
Roksan Cognoscenti Xerxes Piano lacquer Dcs
[Tabrizi/Corus Black S/H 2700 799 Wadia
Roksan Shiraz 600 hours S/H 1000 349 .
Roksan Xerxes /XPS|I /Tabriz/ K18 Turntable S/H N/A 495 cash paid call John Roberts: 01562 731100
Preamplifiers
Conrad Johnson Premier 16 " Mini Art" S/H 8000 3799 Suppliers and installers of High
Graaf GM13.5BII Valve Preamplifier x-demo S/H 4000 2999 Quality Audio Systems
Gryphon Sonata Allegro 2 box preamplifier x-demo 9739 5995 47 Laboratory ® J M Labs
Nagra PLP Battery Preamplifier with Phono stage S/H 6995 4995 Accuphase 5 Krell
Naim Audio NAC62 (old style) with phono stage S/H N/A 175 ATC ® Kuzma
Roksan L2 preamplifier S/H 1295 299 Audio Physic S Loemm
Spectral DMC12 Line New&Boxed 4250 2999 Audio Research ® Mark Levinson
Spectral DMC12 s Phono x-demo 4750 3299 Avalon Accoustics o Martin ogan
Spectral DMC30 Remote x-demo 8500 6500 Avid ® Micheil

.

ARl s Bebnez' :Aaiz:z : ;‘:g::re
Audio Research D100.2 x-demo 3690 2799 Caldaly ot
Conrad Johnson Premier 140 x-demo 7000 4799 Clearaudio , Rega
Cyrus Straightiine Amplifier S/H 549 175 St sl
Denon AVC A10SE Amplifier ProcessorDTS/7.1S/H 1800 999 CESl SoEREe,
Graaf GM100 Valve Power Amplifier x-demo 4500 3250 Densen ¢ Spectral
Gryphon Antellion Signature Class A x-demo 15000 9999 DNM/Reson , Nordost
Gryphon Calisto 2100 integrated x-demo 3650 2795 Electrocompaniet ¢ Sugden
Gryphon Calisto 2200 integrated S/H 4800 3299 Finite Elemente , TransparentAudio
Krell KAV300iL x-demo 3750 2699 Graaf 4 Verity Audio
Naim Audio NAP140 (old Style) power amplifier S/H N/A 299 Gryphon o Wadia
Spectral DMA100s Power Amplifier x-demo 4750 3499
Loudspeakers M a x h d
Avalon Eclipse Maple x-demo 9800 6995 a S m Ove Cit
Indigo Model Two Centre Channel Cherry S/H 199 99
JM Lab Micro Utopia be Classic 4 months old S/H 4300 3399 : :
Living Voice Avatars OBX-R Ebony x-demo 4000 2700 |__Www.midlandaudiox-change.co.uk I

7 months Old S/H 6700 4995 call John Roberts Tel 01562 731100

Sonus Faber Leather Stands S/H 350 249 or Fax 01562730228

Sonus R4 Stands S/H 329 199
Verity Audio Fidelio Piano Lacquer x-demo 7995 4999

The Old Chapel * Forge Lane * Belbroughton

Worcestershire * DY99TD

Cables & Accessories

e-mail sales@midlandaudiox-change.co.uk
Acoustic Zen Silver Signature Balanced 12ft 2700 1499 "
Cardas Neutral Reference 1m RCA-BNC S/H 550 375 Fax 01562 750246 Mobile 07721 605966

Cogan HallEM-D 0.6m S/H 199 99

mmMidland Audio X-Change




| 01376 521132
“. 07802 483698
-

CHELMSFORD. ESSEX

E-MAIL: soundstage@netlineuk .net
2nd User Hi-Fi & audio BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
PRE-OWNED EQUIPMENT

ARCAM ALPHA 9 INTEGRATED REMOTE AMPLIFIER BONED AND IMMACULATE £209
ARCAM ALPHA 7SE CD PLLAYER BOXED AND IMMACULATE £249

ARCAM ALPHA 8 TUNER NO REMOTE AND MARKED HENCE £149
AUDIO INNOVATIONS SERIES 800 4-BOX VAI VE PRE/POWER £1495
CASTLE HARLECH CHERRY FLOORSTANDERS £649
COUNTERPOINT SA100 POWER AMP VALVETRANS HYBRID BLACK BOXED £649
CYRLUS FM7 TUNER BOXED AND IMMACULATE 1299
CYRUS POWER AMP BOXF{) AND SUPERB £349
CYRU'S PRE PRE AMP NO REMOTL £299
DEFINITIVE TECHNOLOGY PRO SUB &0 £249
DENON AV C-A11SR LATEST AV AMP BRAND NEW BOXED BLACK-NEW £1700 £1295
DENON DVD1000 BLACK MULT! REGION DVD PLAYER AS NEW £279
DENON DVD3300 BLACK AND SUPERB-CURRENT MODEL.-£1000 NEW 1595
EP()S ES12 LIGHT CHERRY BOXED ANI) SUPERB £299
KEF 104 1 ROSEWOOD + WALNUT CLASSIC FLOORSTANDERS EACH £595
LFD PA2 POWERSTAGE POWER AMP MARBLE FRONT LOVELY LOOKS AND SOUND £695
LINN SONDEK LP12 NORTON AIR POWER ITTOK TROIKA WALNLUT SUPERB £1495
LOEWE ACONDA 32" FLAT WIDESCREEN SILVER + LOEWE GLASS STAND £1795
M & K S§150 THX TRI-POLE SURROUNID SPEAKERS-£13(H) NEW-BLACK £795
MARANTZ CD5000 GOLD BOXED AND IMMACULATE £129
MERIDIAN A500 BLACK ASH LOUDSPEAKERS BOXED I.OVELY CONDITION £399
MERIDIAN 200 TRANSPORT + 209 PANEL REMOTE CONTROL-SUPERB £349
MERIDIAN 605 MONO BLOCKS BLACK £995
MICROMEGA STAGE 5 CD PLAYER BOXED AND IMMACULATE £349
MONITOR AUDIO SII.VER 9i CHERRY SPEAKERS BOXED AND IMMACULATE £595
NAIM NAP 200 2002 MODEL BOXED AND IMMACULATE £1195
NAIM INTRO BLACH ASH BOXE() AND) SUPERB £349
NAIM AV2NAP 175 2002 MODEL BONED AND IMMACUL ATE £2995
NAKAMICHI BX-2 CASSETTE DECK-JUST BACK FROM SERVICE £179
ONIX OA35/QA 1200 PRE‘POWER AMP BLACK LOVELY £795
ONIX QOA3IS'OA801 1 2 PRE MONOBLOCS STUNNING £995
PRIMARE D.20 24 BIT (D PLAYER £595
REGA RADIO R REMOTE READY TUNER BLACK BOXED AND IMMACU! ATE £249
REGA CURSA LINE [ FVEL FRE AMP BLACK BONED AND IMMACULATE 159
REGA MAIA POWER AMP BLACK BOXED AND IMMACULATE £299
REGA NEI. WALNLT I'LOORSTANDING 1. OUDSPEAKERS-OVER £1K NEW £449
REGA JURA FLOORSTANDING LOUDSPEAKERS CHERRY £299
REGA PLANET ORIG TOP LOADING CD PLAYER IN BLACK £299
ROKSAN DP] ATTESSA DA2 ATTESSA DSS 3 BON TOP LOADING CD PLAYER £1295
ROKSAN XERMLS ROSEWQOD TABRIZ ZI ORTOFON MC20 SUPREME £995
ROKSAN L1.5D)S1.551.5 PRE/POWER SUPPI Y/POWER AMP BLACK £2495
ROKSAN NERXNLS BLACK ASH ARTEMIZ LYRA CL AVIS D.C. V\DH MODDED £1595
RUARK SCEPTRE NATURAL OAK BOXED AND MINT £349
RUARK EPILOGUE Y LW EINISH £229
THORENS TD160 BLACK REGA RB250 GOLDRING MM 1606 £229

PROFESSIONAL RECORD CLEANING SERVICE - KEITH MONKS MACHINE -
PLEASE RING FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND PRICES.

THREE MONTH WARRANTY ON ALL ITEMS
www.sound-stage.co.uk

“WILLIAMS HART

—LELECTRONICS

HART ELECTRONIC KITS TRADED FOR OVER 30 YEARS

Masfet Monohbsek Power Amp Kit
ONE OF THE BEST AMVLIFIERS YOU WILL HEAR! Regardless of price
REVIEWED IN 1).FI NEWS AS ' EXCEPTIONAL
SELF EVIDFNTLY CORRECT

Single Ended Class A Valve Sound
15Wait Power Amp madules
FOR THOSE WHO WANT THAT VALVE
MIDBAND BUT BASS AND TREBLE TO MATCH

\

ACTIVE RiControl SUBWOOFER MODULE £177.30 Speakers Dinmgnad & Built to Order

Advenng your Hi-Fi oo iny wehate {(FREE)
Alvo: Award Winning Phono Stage Kit. Active Crossorer Modules, Speaker [ ive Units.
M Cap Capacitors Caddock “Resistors, Remote Control Volume and much more

WEB SITE: www.williamshart.com e-mail: sales@williamshart.com
Tyn-Y-Coed. Llidvardau, Bals, Gwynedd, L1.23 7SG Tel Fax for catalogue 01€78 20757
PERSONAL VISITORS SHOULD PHONE FIRST TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT
Run by former Techmical Director of Witmslow Audio

NEIn=EE

PRODUCT LIST NOW

ARCAM Diva A75 plus Silver Amp EX/DEMO £470  £300
ARCAM Diva A85 Siiver Amp EX/DEMO £800  £600
ARCAM Diva CD62 siiver CD Player with text EX/DEMO  £370  £280
ARCAM Diva CD73 Siiver CD Player with text EX/DEMO  £400  £300
ARCAM Diva DV88 Black DVD Player EX/DEMO £1,000  £500
ARCAM FMJ CD23T Biack CD Player EX/DEMO £1,200 £700
ARCAM FMJ DV27 Black DVD Player EX/DEMO £1,600 £1,100
ARCAM FMJ T21 Sitver Tuner EX/DEMO  £400 £250
ARCAM Diva P85 Power Amp EX/DEMO £530  £400
B&W CDM7NT Black Speakers EX/DEMO £1,250  £900
BaW CDMOINT Red Speakers EX/DEMO £1,800 £1,000
CYRUS APA7.5 Mono biock EX/DEMO £950  £750
CYRUS DVD7 Biack DVD Player EX/DEMO £1,000  £700
DENON DVD 3800 Gold DVD Player EX/DEMO £1,000  £750
HARMAN KARDON DVD 21 DVD Player NEW £250  £225
KEF KHT2005 5.1 Speaker Package EX/DEMO  £800 £600
KEF Q3 Speakers EX/DEMO £400  £300
KEF TDM45B THX Subwoofer EX/DEMO  £800  £400
LOEWE PLANUS 4781ZW Arctic EX/DEMO £1,350 £1,000
MERIDIAN 501 MK2 Pre Amp EX/DEMO £780  £600
B&W CDM1NT Black Speakers EX/DEMO £750  £450
MERIDIAN 551 Amp EX/DEMO  £895 £650
MERIDIAN 556 Power Amp EX/DEMO  £995 £700
MERID!AN 557 Power Amp EX/DEMO £1,625 £1,200
DENON AVR1603 Black AV Receiver EX/DEMO  £300 £200
MERIDIAN 588 CD Player EX/DEMO £2,100 £1,575
MERIDIAN 956 DVD Player EX/DEMO £2485 £1,900
MERIDIAN DSP33 DSP Active Speaker EX/DEMO £2,595 £1,500
MUSICAL FIDELITY 3.2CRpow Power Amp EXYDEMO £1,000 £750
MUSICAL FIDELITY 3.2CRpre Pre Amp EX/DEMO £1,000 £750
MUSICAL FIDELITY 308CRpre Pre Amp EX/DEMO £1,500 £1,125
MUSICAL FIDELITY A3CRpre Amp EX/DEMO £1,000 £800
NAD C300 Amp EX/DEMO £150  £120
NAD C350 Amp EX/DEMO  £300  £250
NAD C370 Amp EX/DEMO £450  £360
NAD C541 CD Player EX/DEMO £330 £260
PIONEER DV 656 DVD Player EX/DEMO £400  £300
IONEER DVR 7000 Siiver DVD Recorder EX/DEMO £1,200 £900
PIONEER VSX AX10 Silver AV Amp EX/DEMO £2,500 £1,800
ONY STSE370 Sitver RDS Tuner EX/DEMO  £110 £80
SONY STSES20 Black Tuner EX/DEMO £140  £110
SONY VPLVW11HT Projector EX/DEMO £4,000 £3,300

PLEASE VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS
OR CALL OUR HOTLINE
NUMBER FOR DETAILS.
MANY ARE ONE-OFF ITEMS!!

HOTLINE 020 7497 1346

Convent Garden Edgeware Beckenham
18 Monmouth Street 173 Station Road 126 High Street
Convent Garden Edgware Beckenham

London WC2H 9HB  Middlesex HA8 7JX Kent, BR3 1EB
Tel: 020 7497 1346 Tel: 020 8952 5535 Tel: 020 8663 3777

E-Mail: sales @musical-images.co.uk
Website: www.musical-images.co.uk
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS OR PROMOTIONS E&OE
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30b Larchfield St., Darlington
01325 241888

hifisound

l'\mblewt:r|1J
AR EBY rm - v lac 99
Gurrorﬂ 401 - ex P||n E3 299
Garrars 401 - ex gorgeout’ cm plin 499
elivs Y F; oc r 149
gy un 278 Pl enfex, Block 475
Linn ely, ariginal p/s, & 199
Linn (LVII nr mint, o‘romosla ed 999
binn u>1 2/v 6LVI| nr g;?rosemﬁ 749
c
Aﬂ,% Gyrodec/QC c w O pwmev 1pgr03e nr mint, boxed 1099
Mic| awer SupP - 249
Miche G{)rodec SE - Bes ?;od ins ON DEM
Miche, OreSE VC BelT eln ON DEM
Mic ?h 399
Moth Alomo/Mo ;RB250)/E|ehro ex/nx 129
Musical Fidelity nr mint 125
Origin Live Rega Ar o?s amazing vc||ue ON DEM
raject ? [ ‘Ortofon - as new_, 99
Pro|ed uss:c p m 299
Rega /'i 179
Reg Plgnar 78?J BT 7\(/@( 175
ev%ver Revoh ver ver AT95 ex 125
evolve o ex 12‘113
ystemde)
ownsencr Rock Mk2 c/w hnx‘ nd ||7i nr mint 495
ranscriptors S| eetuné(\lpeshg X, 799
richor Dino sVon lard p/'s ON DEM
Digital
Kenwood DPI 100 - ggderrufed 89
Marantz E ex, remote 195
Marantz CD63m 2 Kl Slgncm)re ex, remote 173
Marantz SE ex remote 89
Meridian r 'ﬁ 279
Micromega Solo - ex ac :?Ij? ovel lg 375
Micromega TDriveand T DAC r n'% AES U lead, superb 849
M Bud ’L L nr mln{m 249
N 5ﬁ|| nr mint 179
Pink Triangle - nr |n' xboxed 379
Pioneer o SB]S Laserdisc, ve PAL. NSTC 119
Rega Planet - nr mm' 249
Roksan ssa nr mln' player DUE IN
Rotel RCD ock remote 119
Sony TC690 DAT vge, remote 149
Sony CDP333esd ex, manual, remore 129
Teac P4500 89
Yamoha EBEIR elimee. 89
Amp lfler
Arcam De|0 mon boxed 79
Arcam ho 7 omp 125
Arcam | ho 7R - ex s ve w 149
Audia riment Valve preomp rare, pri tnd excr:] ent sound 349
Audialal 8OO0A 225
Audiolgl SOOOA black, mlmioxed 249
Audiolal e mint 329
Audion Silver Kni h's Mmmmmmmanablocks 1199
Eorvfr (? C, nlce |n'egra'e<fc 2;3
reel
Conrad Johnson Son SA250 ramy 599
Crimson 530 mogogfocis nr ﬁ?vfen sg 805 kit 02
yrus ower - nr mm‘ L 279
Cyrys AV Master Preom%Con'ro ler - nr "mint boxed, black 199
Krel 00 - 2495
tgcson Oucmro Fa 80: nf rated ]233
inn
Magnum Ref. MP300 & 2x MFI 25 ex/ex m fabulous! 479
Marantz KI nr mint Jé 49
Marantz PMéOIO K mi obox ock 99
Mission Cyrus ne & E mm/mc 9
mgssgon & T J";’S";(m' nextel, m 128
isgion s Two a ex, gr mm
Mot IOOwyArAuonos cmg Posslve pureg g woog fr ts 99
Naim | e 49
Primgre t gesugn and quolify 49
Qua 2x 50E mono and 33 pre - nr mint, inc leads 95
Qua 03 - vge, lfoed 79
Qua 40 2-nr mmLo ;jd 75
Quay 606 - nr mint box 49
Rate] 0BX - nr mint 75
Rote| RB970BX - nr 25
Role RTCO50L - nr mint pre wnm gulh in tuner 25
Ratel @ o condition 75
Trio 2x L-O5M - ex, rare and gorgeous!!! 749
Acoustic Energy Aegis 150 Adlee Sul WOofer nr mint 149
gose fer - nr mint 533
asf owor - ex, m|
Ca :I Kendol nr mm' ?on light ash 195
Cer'lon - vgc rit s'cm mount 249
Celestion 7000 ’mr/ huge n 'wln ss borgain! 3;?
ean i
Epos MI5- SEALED ébx o ARGA]NI!I 475
’E_Po ES14 - nr mm' r% classic 25
orbeth HL Momror ers
Heybrook 79
KE 103 2R f nr mlnv xed 199
KEF G o 8 nr mynt 80
KEF Concar kads 129
Mission 631 - ex, b ock oorstun 119
Rega 75
Rogers Studio Mom'o u v , Wi sbo s - suit yolve amps 199
Tannay c erry oors!cn er 199
Smdm }- nsmission line 299
arfedale 505.2 - nr mln' oci stan moun' 75
Arc Apho o beae 59
of o
st 7 o r“‘ s %
s oc igit re! mint
Dgnmo 9 g ? , presets 1
= 000> bfé]‘ &
C ex i resets
Tgcqhnics STGo0L ex grese's 89
Nagra - c/w er pack, case efc Call for details
Teod 41d10 : eﬁ(’:ilineof 75
Hame Cine
Onkyo TX595 - nr mint, box DTS 5* l elc 199
Sony STR-DB940 - vgc, DS 5.1°e 199
Sony VAZ77ES - nr mint,manuals and posl remo'e BARO(jAIN!Il 599
Yamaho VS10 decoder & 5 spkr system - nr mint box 179

LOADS MORE INEXPENSIVE HIFl IN STOCK, RING FOR DETAILS

Coll 01325 241888 ond don t be frightened of the mochine.
If you wont to pop in, we usuolly open tﬁe shop only on Soturdays,
104l 5, unless there's somerhmg better to do, so pleose pleose check
before trovelling!

PART EXCHANGE A SPECIALITY

Your equipment wanted for cash - best prices paid

Weald Audio

purveyors of esoteric & quality hi-fi components
07966 267404 email coom@btinternet.com
This months Deli?his

Theta gen V dac (£6200) £1695
Quad elsé3 Sﬁeakersblack with stands £1150
Audio Research sp9 mk2 (£2850) £1095

Perpetual Technologies PI-A P3-A dac,upsampler,monolith pwr
supply.with level 2 Dan Wright upgrade,brand new full warranty etc, POA

Apogee Calipers(brand new,custom finish.ring !) £1895
Apogee Duettas mk2 (brand new custom finish ring!) £2995
Accuphase dp80I «d transport (£6000Y) £1095
Unison Research smart 845 monoblocks(the best) £2095
Mark levinson no.23 pwr amp £2595
Mirage 1090i omni dir. Spkrs £495
DPA Enlightenment pre/pwr(late chrome models) £795
Roksan attessa_dac/pwr supply £595
Nakamichi CRIE 2 head tape deck £195
Audiostatic ES200 e/stats £1395
Art Audio Quintet, |5 watts of valve loveliness' £745
Conrad Johnson PFILpreamp £695
Conrad Johnson PV5 valve pream £595
Counterpoint SAI2 valve hybrid {unbeatable!) £595
Counterpoint SA20 valve hybrid (more unbeatable!) £895
Counterpoint DAIIE <d transport (philips cdmd) £495
Krell KAV-300il integrated (300 watts/channel'!) £2195
DNM 3 box batt powered pream £695
Ray Lumley valve reference {f)wr (chrome) £695
Meridian 601 dac/preamp (F £695
Audiolab 80005 remote amp £345
Krell 3001 integrated amp £1295

Similar high quality components always required,please
ring or leave details via email,call us last we try harder!

Low cost shipping available,demos by appointment only.
We are currently 5 mins from j28/m25

a )
AUDIOJUMBLE

2004

ANNUAL SALE OF VINTAGE AND MODERN HI-FI
EQUIPMENT AT:- THE ANGEL LEISURE CENTRE
TONBRIDGE, KENT.

SUNDAY 15TH FEBRUARY 2004
10.30AM - 4.30PM

STALLS £25-00 ADMISSION £3-00
9:30am Early Entry £10-00
BOOKINGS/ENQUIRIES 01892-540022

REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE ALL DAY
MAIN LINE RAILWAY STATION WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE

* VALVE AMPS * TUNERS * RECORDS *
* SPEAKERS * COMPONENTS *
* BOOKS * CASSETTE DECKS * C.D. PLAYERS *

www.audiojumble.co.uk
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Oak Farm, Goose Green Lane, Thakeham, West Sussex, RH20 2LW
Telephone: 01798 817496  Fax: 01798 817560
£(CB1 MULARD §8 SRAGYSIC £25  2UF 600V 0UB 58 | | TRANSFORMERS GRESHAM O/F PARMEKD O/F
F(B2 MULARD £ SHE2STC €20 2UF 1000V TCC £12 PARMEKO 0/F PRIMARY 200-250 50CS SCRN PRIMARY 200-250 50CS SCRN
£((83 MULLARD £35  0M2GEC £ PRIMARY 115230 50CS. SCRN SECONDARYS SECONDARYS
18162 MULLARD 8 6080 USA 10 AXIAL CAPAGITORS SECONDARYS
4003500:350-400 15084 4504000400450 250MA
MB136 MULLARD £18  6L66 USA €30 . 25UF 500V DUB 0/F £10 380-0-380 176MA FWR 400-350.0-350400 260MA 540
M8137 MULLARD $42  6L66STC €45 SUF SO0V OUB O/F g0 150G 150 7ha FWR (OM-4-63- 44 x2)
jumex @ omm, o onsy o | -
25 UF S00V 1CC 0/F £6 64V D) (OM4-43-3 £125
ECC3] MULLARD £35  4033L STC £125 1UF 1500 TCCO/F £ 32032 V.24 £60 PRIMARY 115230 S0CS SCRN
ECC32 MULLARD €100 12AU7 BRIMAR €12 BUF 500V HUNTS €4 s SECONDARYS
£C33 MULLARD ©5 I3 PHIUPS £2 GAROENERS POTTED
ECC34 WULLWD 0 157 6iC §0 ORI O/ o || csmmon 4504003500350400450 PRIRURY 115:230 S0CS SCRN
e o R i T B I T | el
0.5UF 350V 1CC 0/F £
T i G233 MULLARO §30° 1 7UF 1000V SPRAUGE & RO HOR 5 6314 6334
E281 BRI €12 DET2S GEC £125  uF 400V 1OW POLY 3 CRESHAN 0/F PARMEKD O /F 0563 7 £40
€280 BRIMAR €9 ELB4 MULLARD €10 auF 400V ICW POLY ¥ PRIMARY 200-250 50CS SCRN
FCLBS TESA £10  5B255M STC £5 1UF 2000V EIIE O/ N PRIMARY 115-230 50CS SCRN SECONDARYS GAROENERS POTTEQ
X166 CLEAR GEC §0  5B2S4M SIC N e & SECONDARYS Bl 50 170 PRIMARY 115230 50CS SCR
(oo UORDBC 600 LGC fe U e T by Oh 4433 el
6 s
s i B0 g oz 0.220F 400V MULARD B |los3am 05 (OM-4-5- 34 35105{?35?573'2‘1
8 GE 40 ELBS MULLARD 0 06324 S0 (OM4-63-4A 95 o0
CHOKES 70010 M £60
e Mt A G0 200 120A PN O/ 80| wsser g
10H 750MA PARHA O/F £50 u PARMECD O/F
o e o 10H 1504 ARA 0/F g || PR 115230 5005 SN PRUAARY 200250 S0CS SCRN RSO 7
6137 MULLARD £33 BLOCK PAPER CAPACITORS / SECONDARYS
PRINARY 200-250 S0CS SCRN
6137 COSSOR €50 0.250F 1000V TCC g15  10H 120MAPARM O/F §40 SECONOARYS
- 3654-365 215MA SECONDARYS
ECCB8 PHIIPS £15  0.1uF 3000V DUB £20 150’:* ‘Sggm ;m gﬁ gg 57057 4oMa 450-4000-400450 120M4 N P =
£BB(C MULLARD €30 0.25UF 1700V TCC £20 (OM- 4534 543346
00 SH 250MA PARM O/F £40 [| 63365363 Vi o
E%?H‘S{‘&m gl(s) ?Jr”is‘&”v"¥c‘%"“ gg § H 1BOMA PARM O/F 40 65400 B0 4S5 PARMEKD O/F
(OM-4-63-5A £95
MULLR 5 H 100MA PARM 0/F £35
EFB6 MULLARD €25 0.5UF 1000V TCC £15 PARMEKD 0, PRIMARY 200-250 50CS SCRN
£134 MULLARD §B0  BUF 200V 1CC £10  SOH SOMA PARM O/F £50 SECONDARYS
£137 MULARD €80 0.5UF+0.25UF 350V ] 1H3(5>0MA ;‘tIESSEY o/f gg EE'(WDHY‘S”” S05C SCRN PARMEKD C/F G-
FL156 TELEFUNKEN €175 12UF 350V DUB §17 6 H 250MA PESSEY 0/F PRIMARY 115-230 50C5 SCRN 454,
UIE 20 6EC ©0  BUF 400V OUB €5 0N RSt D O | oo Sonmrs COM4-5 34
FW4-500 MULLARD €20 BUF 1000V DUB £20  45H SMAPL - ! 1500-150 89MA £40 (OM4-6.33A02) £55
ML GEC £25  0.5UF 80OV TCC €15 10H 120MA VARNISHED £30
7 Bt 8 oo FE et 55 || e 1520 s0c sco PARNENO O/F PAEMERD 0%
HSNT BRIMAI UF 600V DUl H
ESN7 USA £20 1uF 600V TCC §12 10H 150MA VARNISHED £30 SECONDARYS PRIMARY T15-230 50CS SCRN PRIMARY 115:230 50C5 SCRN
12447 WAGE €25 4UF 400V DUB $10  10H 7SMA VARNISHEO £20 2250:225 100MA SECONDARYS SECONDARYS
E190 MULLARD §12 4UF BOOV DUB §15 16 120MA VARNISHED £30 64154 50 4003500350400 60MA S50 0255632A0 £60
6% GEC £10  4UF 1000V uB §18  SOH 25MA POTTED §45
5146 GEC £70  AUF 1500V TCC €20 15H 120MA POTTED £40 P&P £5 PER ORDER TRANSFORMERS AND OVERSEAS POSTAGE AT COST
ALL ITEMS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY

£ Connoisseur _Audio =

CALL FOR GREAT DEALS ON ‘EX-DEM’ AND ‘B’ STOCK ITEMS !

Choose From:

AUDIO ANALOGUE * AUDIO PHYSIC * CROFT BLUENOTE * DIAPASON *
DYNAVECTOR * EAR * FINAL * GRAAF * LYRA * OPERA * PATHOS ACOUSTICS
STAX * SUMIKO * TRIANGLE * UNISON RESEARCH * AUDUSA* ANALYSIS PLUS
ECOSSE * KEMP ELEKTRONICS * PS AUDIO *AUDIOPAX
MANLEY LABS * CLEARLIGHT * ASPEKT RDC * PERPETUAL TECHNOLOGIES

**xx* OUR GUARANTEE * * * * *
® TO BEAT ANY GENUINE PART EXCHANGE OFFER YOU HAVE BEEN MADE
® 2YEAR WARRANTY ON ALL NEW EQUIPMENT
® 6 MONTH WARRANTY ON ALL PRE-OWNED EQUIPMENT

® CUSTOMER CARE- BEFORE & AFTER YOU BUY

www.connoisseuraudio.co.uk
Tel: 0845-166-1249

info@connoisseuraudio.co.uk

MAXIMISE YOUR PREVIOUS INVESTMENT WITH OUR UNBEATABLE PART
EXCHANGES

www hi-fiworld.co.uk MARCH 2004 HI-FI WORLD & COMPUTER AUDIO 1 1 3




Oxford Audio
Consultants Ltd.

OUR SUPERB SERVICE IS THE SAME REGARDLESS OF PRICE

SALE LIST

Martin Logan SL3 speakers £1795  SH
NAIM CDS5 CD Player ex dem £950 XD
NAIM NAIT 5 £650 XD
GM Audio BCD table half price £675 XD
Copland CD239 CD Player £1295 SH
Conrad Johnson PV10B preamp £POA.

Naim NAP500 power amp £9250 XD
Audio Analogue Puccini Remote £ 395 SH
Naim 112/150 POA.

Krell FPB200 power amp £3995 SH
Audio Physic Calderas POA. SH
Transparent Reference XL bal interconnect & speaker cable PO.A. SH
Krell KAV300iL £2295 SH
Sim 2 HT300 projector ex dem £5995 XD
Krell FPB200c power amp £4995  SH
Martin Logan CLSIIz mint POA.

Tag McLaren T32 tuner with DAB module £1495 XD
Naim NAC252 £3195 XD
Tag McLaren DVD32R DVD Player ex dem £2995 XD
Denon DV5000 DVD Player £795 SH
Onkyo TX DS 989 AV amplifier £1295 SH
Krell FPB600 £6495  SH
Wilson System 6.1 Ferrari Grey £9995  SH
Krell 250p preamplifier £995 SH
dCS Delius £2500 SH
Martin Logan Aeon ex dem £2295 XD
Graaf 13.5 preamplifier £1695  SH
Onkyo Integra system - our dem models £5995 XD
Veritas P400 Power Amplifier as new £1995 XD

SH - Second Hand XD - EX Demonstration

0% interest free credit
Licensed Credit Broker

REFER TO OUR WEBSITE FOR THE LATEST UPDATED SALE LIST.

Agonc.os indude Acouste Energy Alphason Acama Audw Analogue, Audio Rezoarch, Beye: BOSE, Castle, Thord Compan,
Copland. Crestron, Denon, Diapason. Owin Electrones. Fujitsu,GM Audio Goldnng (raat Integre Systems IXOS Jacs, wamo kel
Koetsu Kred, Lexicon, Living Control, Loewa TV/Video Linn Classik Lyra Marantz Martin Logan Miche!l Muzcat b deMy, NAD Nam
NEC Gasg Pizsma Screens, Nakam.du Nordast, Onkyo. Opera, Ortofon Parasousd Pioneer, FroAc Project Tamtasies, QED
Multiroom, Ruad O Sham LCD TVs SME Sonus Foler  Sonus Systens Soundstyle
Stands Urwque Stax, Smn choens Tag McLasen Tannoy. Teac, Theta Trancparent Unison Regearch, Var den Huk Vibe
ACOURUCS SUbWCDMs Viseonoe Vicnng Acossies. Wison Yamaha

TAX FRE XPOR RVICE
MAIL-ORDER AVAILABLE ON MANY ITEMS

ar House Park End Street
/ Oxford OX1 1JD
BAIDA Telephone: Oxford (01865) 790879
@ The aymbo! of securtts Facsimile: Oxford (01865) 791665
E-MAIL: oxford.audio@btinternet.com
WEBSITE: www.oxfordaudio.co.uk
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QUALITY USED

V.A.T. No.
729580013 EQUIPMENT,

BOUGHT, SOLD,
PART EXCHANGE

TEL/FAX URGE?I\JTLY REQUIRED
1 4 LINN, NAIM,
0 21 747 42 6 AUDIO MERIDIAN, QUAD,
CASH WAITING

RRP NOW £
ACOUSTIC ZEN SILVER REFERENCE XLR | MTR EX DEM 815 395
ADVANTAGE A300 POWERAMP 2600 995
ADVANTAGE SI CD 3150 1995
ALOIA PST11 Ol WITH PHONO 2765 1395
ARCAM FMJ A32 1200 750
ATC 20ASL ACTIVE ROSEWOOD 5600 2495
AUDIO RESEARCH VT50 3500 1695
AUDIO RESEARCH D130 2000 995
AUDIO RESEARCH VS155 INTEGRATED 2895 2095
AUDIO RESEARCH VT130 SE 8500 2995
AVANTEGARDE SOLO SILVER 4700 2395
BALANCED AUDIO TECHNOLOGIES 6200/5 CHANNEL NEW 8275 5795
BALANCED AUDIO TECHNOLOGIES 300X 4000 2495
BEL CANTO EVO2 3000 1995
BOULDER 1012 PRE DAC PHONO 12995 7995
BOULDER 1060 POWER 16500 10995
BURMESTER 935 MK 2 WITH MC PHONO 4000 2295
BURMESTER 001 CD 9500 4995
BURMESTER 956 MK 2 6500 3795
CHORD CPA3200 E 4800 2695
CLEARAUDIO REFERENCE,TQ1,SIGNATURE,
ACCURATE P/S,6STREAM 9600 5995
CLEARAUDIO MAXIMUM SOLUTION, TQ1 LINEAR ARM 7575 4795
CLEARAUDIO STYLUS GAUGE 300 175
CLEAR AUDIO STROBE KIT 100 65
CLEARAUDIO MAJIX 4 AVAILABLE 175 95
CONRAD JOHNSON EV1 VALVE PHONO 2300 1300
COPLAND CSA 14 1500 695
DYNAVECTOR HX75 2300 1495
EPOS ES 22 CHERRY 1200 395
GAMUT D200 3995 1995
HOVLAND HP-100 + M/C PHONO 5750 3995
HOVLAND HP-100 LINE ONLY 2 WEEKS OLD 4750 2995
HOVLAND SAPHIRE POWER AMP 7000 4485
HOVLAND RADIA 7995 5995
JM LABS MICRO UTOPIA + STANDS 3500 1795
KRELL KPS 28C 9000 5995
KRELL KAV 300IL 3698 2495
KRELL KAV 300! 2500 1295
LAVARDIN iS REFERENCE 2295 1495
LUXMAN K-351 CASSETTE DECK N/A 195
LINN KOLEKTOR PRE 550 350
LINN CLASSIK MOVIE NEW SEALED BOX 2000 1295
MARANTZ SC12SI SACD DVD CD EX DEM 3500 2295
MARANTZ CD17 Kl SIG MK11 GOLD 1200 695
MARTIN LOGAN ASCENT | 2 WEEKS OLD 4500 3495
MARK LEVINSON NO 37 TRANSPORT 4500 2695
MARK LEVINSON NO36 DAC 4000 1495
MERIDIAN 518 900 450
MICHELL GYRO QC ORIGIN LIVE 250 1600 895
MICHELL QC P/S 440 250
MUSICAL FIDELITY NUVISTACD 3000 1995
MUSICAL SURRONDINGS PHONOMENA WITH BATTERY P/S 1200 695
NAIM 140 750 395
NAIM HEADLINE 250 150
NAIM 62 MM PHONO OLIVE CASE 400 150
NAIM 72 N/A 350
NORDOST SPM REF | MTR RCA 900 495
ORACLE CD TRANSPORT SPECIAL EDITION 9500 3995
PASS ALEPH P REMOTE 4750 1585
PRIMARE D30.2 1680 995
PROAC RESPONCE 2.5 CHERRY 2500 1595
QUAD 989 ANTIQUE 4500 3295
SME 10 SERIES V ARM KOETSU ONYX SIG 6000 3495
SOLILOQUY $10 SUB ROSEWOOD 1600 595
SONUS FABER CREMONA 5000 3495
SOUNDLAB MILLENIUM 3 NEW 8295 4995
SPECTRAL DMC10 PRE 2000 795
SPECTRAL MIT 330 | MTR INTERCONNECT 500 295
SPECTRAL MIT 350 MK 1 | MTR INTERCONNECT 1200 495
SPECTRAL 770 MK1 2X 10 FT SPEAKER CABLE 3000 995
SUGDEN MASTERCLASS POWER AMP 3300 2195
TEAC T1 TRANSPORT 650 350
THETA PROGENY 1100 450
WADIA 302 4000 3195

OPEN MON-SUN 10.00 TO 8.00
Website: www.centralaudio.co.uk.
E-mail: tony@centralaudio.co.uk

ALSO AGENTS FOR
Advantage. Balanced audio technologies. Boulder. Burmester.
Egleston. Hovland.Kharma. Lumley. Pass labs. Sound lab. VTL.

www hi-fiworld.co.uk



202 Findon Road. Worthing. WEST Sussex. BN14 OEJ)
_Vﬂ H e a t|’l I’d a le "’54 Tel. 01903-872288 or (after hours) 87850 660001 Fox. 01903872234

@hifi-: -
audio limited e-mail: heotherdale@hifi-stereo.com //www hifi-stereo.com
HEATHERDALE PRE-OWNED GUARANTEED EQUIPMENT EXPORT FACILITIES AVAILABLE Mﬁ“ Tran sparem 151 1"01;‘9nal nterconnect £195
Lonra san MF2500A Amptrher E!ggg Proneer ENt e DVD COVideo Cd player. Reman 1DVD £695
SPEAKERS Bouder 102 AE Power Amp £1 Yamaha DVD £145
oo Concen 8 speakers fpe5  Mark Levinson Rel 33 Mono Blocks Ex Demo £17995  Revox H11 Casse e k £375
LS5124 Monkors 9% Chord 1200 Mano Blocks £2995  Nakamichi Trr-Trager 1000 Casseste Beck £395
Harbeth Kieh K3 506 Bover A £2195  Nakamighi 680 3 Ne‘u ssette Dec £39
Linn index Speakers £95  Aygio Research D130 Fower Amp £1295 sansia U-D99X Tu £55
s Lentek Integrat rare classic | £l mh la nterconnect

Eftax Roor Standing Liberty 5+ Speaker £140 I ed Am £495 CZGII Ba inced | £275
Efax Monftor i1 €95  Mendian 605 Mono Blocks £995 Slax 40 Hea f 07es £850
Revel Salon Speakers Ex Demo Black Gloss Rosewood Side Paneis(£15995) on offer for Mustcal Fidel % P180 Ptme Amps Wrth MF3a Pre Amp & Psu £995  1mir Kondo Ksl Lp In(erconnect {Normal Price £2000) £995
Revel x Demo Back Gloss Rosewood ScePaness(f 10405 on ofirfor £7995  Naim NAR 30/ power amp £%  Yamaha (181 AmvEm Tune £123
Teac LS-X7 Satelite Speak oo Revel LEY Sub Amp Plus 2 Sub 15's £5095  Nakamichi bx2 cassene oeck £195
eac LS-X7 Satellite Speakers Audionote Herro Mono amps £5095 5 mir MManu rwire é)ea £395
Orchid LWO Speakers. Ex Demo £2495  Nakameh Ph & S1ags Power Amp Cost New £1150 £695 ? nmm p’me & smoon dual trode) Normat Retad £29%5  £1995
Epos ES12 Speakers £375  Adcom GFA 5300 Power Amp £350 Audlmo(e kondo) 3 fal xze £1995
B+W CDM1 Speakers £350 Audio Note (kondo) ksil-CP Sitver I m(emonnect 1 mtr pair £850

B+W Cam1 Speakers £395 qlmﬂﬁ UW i SRS
e S aters o Mark Levnson 37 Co Tansgart o £2750 Wum Hote W7 s 29

0 NO' M
Mission 782 (Stand Mount Mode) (Black Ash) Just Reduced From £250 £150 oigmmr&%’am”raﬁiﬂ Sitiansp o] 0] POA K:ﬂau L?vasm Gaﬁ &?»use%!BARGAIN £POA
Audio Pnysncs tempo speaker £995 Koetsu Red Unused BAHGAIN £POA
Revel Revel LEY Sub Amp Plus 2 Sub 15's £5995 ﬁ;wm Michell w( J’ 5
Eftax Symphany floor standing speakers £99 michi Dragon Superb Condrtion £1200  Lumiey Sf vaosgvere (urntab e (Sal nlaleﬂ) with dedicated stand & large power supply £2995
Orchic PLLI Speakers x demo £3495  Audio Note {Kondo) KSL-ACZ Mains Cablg {new & boxed) it £350  Verder El Normal Retatt £800 £425
Audio Note 4Kondo, 2mir parinterconnect £1650  Ortofon Jubu();e Canmoe £995
hunyata Ex Dl m Anes rca interconnects with .ocking connectors
Plim aormal mall EBSO oul price £425
Conrad Johnson PV14L Pre Amp £1595  Shunyata Ex Demo 1 SAnes rca interconnects with locking connectors vell Studio Dac B £850
Naim Nac 92 Pre Amp €350 normai retad £800 our { £495  CEC DXS1 MK2 DAC with CEC TL51 Transport NEW £2295
Exposure 11 812 Pre Amp & Power Supply Just Reduged from £900 £650 Shunyala ax Demo 3m Lyra Speaker C/W Spades with locking connectors normal reta ssgsgoo CEC DX71 MK2Z DAC NEW £1595
Adcom GTP 450 Tuner/Pre-Amp £350 Tolem Model 1 Stands New Unused £250 Other services avaitable. See In store 0% Finance. Cenditions Apply. See in store
A « SWITCH - MASTER CARD - AMEX - DINERS CLUB W ME.
ALL USED CARTRIDGES ARE CHECKED UNDER A MICROSCOPE BEFORE BEING OFFERED FOR SALE. K e s A S e s

www.soundsexpensive.com

Hi-Fi & Audio Consultants, Sales and Service

Buy What Hi Fi's Award
winners at the cheapest prices!

MUSONIC IAN HARRISON HI-FJ e 01283 102875

HIF1 AT DISCOUNT PRICES. FREE NATIONWIDE DELIVERY

MASSIVE NEW YEAR SALE!
S TYLI TRADE IN YOUR OLD MOVING COIL CARTRIDGE & SAVE UP TO 607 OFF THE RRP.

CARTRIDGES & STYL R HIFI FURNITURE HEADPHONES PHONO STAGES

SPECIALIST MANUFACTURER & = — STAX TRICHORD
SUPPLIER FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS URE ASHDESIGN  SENNHEISER ik
SONY NAD
REPLACEMENTS & ORIGINALS e oA SR E gia »
SUMIKO oRGanisation  GRADO CLEAR AUDIO
MANY OBSOLETE/78 VERSIONS R Aprason  AJDIO. R
COVSVCVIN ©oc5 ELAC
DAT
PICK-UP CARTRIDGES LovoonRocy i monun et Zﬁgéggg
C : "ESS QED SONY
RECORD/TAPE/CD ACCESSORIES 2;,? S“T DSZOON Soron ggé/g:oox
WHY NOT TRY US AND HEAR THE ARGENTO PIONEER
DIFFERENCE !! CEARADO. auDID. SONY

CREEK
e sunwoox wreworn T CREES

NAGAOKA CARTRIDGES NOW IN ! STOCK™ MOTH

MICHELL Gamut
For further inf i tel/fax/ i1t GRAHAM CLEARAUDIO  gony ALOIA
or further information tel/fax/e-mail to:- MOTH CREEK o

MUSONIC (UK) LIMITED hancook SO CTR— U5
Unit 13 Wenta Business Centre Colne Way MICHELL ORELLE SONY ORELLE
Watford Hertfordshire WD24 7ND CESSORIE!

Hiti News Cartridge Alignment Gauge £5 Audio Technica Stylus

Tel: 01923 213344 Fax: 01923 213355 Hifi News Test Record & Cleaning Fluid £5

E-mail:sules@ musonic.co.uk Alignment Gauge £15 Clearaudio Carbon Fibre Record
Shure SFM Tracking Force Gauge  £25 Cleaning Brush £14
VISIT OUR UPDATED WEBSITE ONE TO CONFIRM PRICE & AVAILABILITY PRIOR TO ORDER
A lIl]' AR BRAN N & BO D WITH ARA
www.musonic.co.uk 0 £XDEM OR EX DISPLAY GOODS, No GREY IMPORTS. GOODS ARE NO
m iri - ;:‘ .'. .1“'“’15'. :- A :]g‘&"-- C< : : 986
_VisA_Trade and Export enquiries welcome [ . MAICGEDER GNLY FRONY 1aX HARRISON, § MILLRILL REFTON,
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diverse VE: A s”‘

10 charles st newport south wales np20 1ju
01633 259661/256261 sales@diversevinyl.com
NEW ON DIVERSE RECORDS/REAL WORLD RECORDS

Adrian Sherwood - Never Trust A Hippy £16.90 (price change)
Dolly Varden - Dumbest Magnets (Due in Feb)

NEW RELEASES FOR FOR FEB/MARCH

Franz Ferdinand Franz Ferdinand £TBC
Lambchop Aw C'Mon £TBC
Lambchop No You C'Mon £TBC
Kinobe Wide Open £TBC
Pearl Jam Lost Dogs £TBC
Air Talkie Walkie £15.90
| Kelis Tasty £15.90
Lone Pigeon Schooozzzmmi £11.90
Jawbreaker Dear You £13.90
Chromatics Plasterhounds £9.90
Roy Ayers Virgin Ubiquity £TBC
Arthur Russell The World Of (Soul Jazz) £15.90
Bobby Conn/Glass Gypsies The Homeland £TBC
Alicia Keys Diary Of £15.90
Various Zen: Ninja Tune Compilation £16.90
Varoius Zen: The Remixes £16.90
ALBUM OF THE MONTH

THE CORAL "Nightfreaks And The Sons Of Becker" £9.90
Very limited release from Liverpool's Finest

NEW REISSUES:
C,S,NY Deja vu (Classic Records) £26.90
Bob Dylan Bob Dylan (Sundazed Monoj} £16.90
Love Four Sail (Sundazed) £16.90
Yardbirds Live Blues Wailing (1964) £16.90
Vanilla Fudge Vanilla Fudge (Mono) £16.90
Undertones Undertones £14.90
Marc Bolan Beginning Of Doves (1966) £17.90
Allman Brothers Live At Fitmore (Classic) £41.90
HP Lovecraft HP Lovecraft 2 £15.90
Ella Fitzgerald Sings Duke Ellington 4LP Set £TBC
Pogues Rum, Sodomy & The Lash £15.90

DIVERSE VINYL AT THE HI FI SHOWS:

NORTHERN SOUND & VISION SHOW
Feb 7th and 8th at the Radisson SAS, Manchester Airport
SOUND & VISION - THE BRISTOL SHOW
Feb 20th - 22nd at the Marriot, Castle Street, Bristol

SEE YOU THERE!

DISCO ANTI STAT LP CLEANER

Probably the most economical LP cleaning device on
the market —_

Only £41.95

Call for details

Call for a catalogue of over 3500

brand new LPs, or visit

www.diversevinyl.com
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‘\’.
SALE LIST
' PRICE NEW SALE PRICE
|KRELL KAV 500: Int Amp £4,995.00 £2,295.00 D
‘(YRUS DVD7 £1,000.00 £599.00 D
CYRUS S AMPLIFIER £500.00 £32900D + N
CYRUS 7 AMP £700.00 £47900 D + N
CYRUS AV MASTER - PROCESSOR £100.00 D
AUDIO RESEARCH LSI6 PRE AMP - BLK £3,500.00 £2,195.00 D
ARCAM DV88 DVYD PLAYER £1,000.00 £679.00D + N
ARCAM DIVA A75 AMP £470.00 £309.00
ARCAM ALPHA TR AMP £280.00 £189.00

ARCAM FM) A22 Inc DAVE AG3/DTS processor  £1,850.00 £999.00
TAG MCLAREN DPA32R (Digital pre inc DAB)  £1,990.00  £1,189.00
TAG MCLAREN SR - 5 CHANNEL POWER AMP  £2,995.00  £1,799.00

MARTIN LOGAN AEON £3,148.00  £2,195.00
MARTIN LOGAN SCENARIO £2,498.00  £1,629.00
CELESTION CI - Compact speakers £199.00 £114.00
CELESTION - C2 - Floorstanders £499.00 £299.00
LINN MAJIK - INT AMP £650.00 £399.00
LINN KAIRN - PRE AMP £1,400.00 £595.00
LINN 5140 - FLOORSTANDERS approx. £2,400.00 £799.00
LINN KABERS -BLK £395.00
MERIDIAN 556 - 2 CH POWER AMP £995.00 £649.00
MERIDIAN 596 £2,750.00  £1,925.00
MERIDIAN 598 DVD Player smartink (as new) £3,195.00  £2,395.00
MERIDIAN 561 Surround Controller £2,995.00 £2,095.00
MERIDIAN 562v.2 Controller £1,500.00 £995.00
MERIDIAN 556 Power amp £995.00 £595.00
MERIDIAN 588 (D £2,100.00  £1,495.00
MERIDIAN 507 (D £1,195.00 £879.00

MERIDIAN 568.2 mm Smartiink (as new) £4,305.00  £2,995.00
VIENNA BEETHOVEN Speaker (Beech) £2,500.00  £1,495.00

VIENNA MOZART Speakers (Beech) £1,500.00 £995.00
VIENNA WALTZ centre Speaker (Beech) £500.00 £350.00
VIENNA MAHLER £5000.00  £2995.00

PROCEED AVP PROCESSOR. VGC/LIGHT USE £€4,700.00  £2,579.00
PROCEED PMDT DVD PLAYER VGU/UGHT USE  £5,495.00  £2,995.00

MUSICAL FIDELTY XAIOOR - INT AMP £900.00 £599.00
MISSION 780 - ROSEWOOD £300.00 £219.00
MISSION 783 - BEECH (Good condition) ~ £1,000.00 £599.00
MISSION 78 AS Active sub (new) £700.00 £450.00
MISSION 773 E (new) £399.00 £199.00
ROTEL RB985 5 Channel amp (new) £599.00 £349.00
NAKAMICH MBIO S-disc multi (D £500.00 £200.00

T OO DD OoOZTZOODOoODDOODUOOODOoOODoDOoODO0009000 00O =

REDROSE Valve system (amp & speakers) lyr oid £10,000.00  £3,995.00

w

Hi-Fi Multiroom and home cinema

PLEASE SEE OUR WEBSITE
FOR LATEST OFFERS!

THE LISTENING ROOMS LTD

161 OLD BROMPTON ROAD LONDON SWS5 0L}
TEL: 020- 7244 7750/59 FAX:020 - 7370 0192

www.thelisteningrooms.com

E-mail: tir@btclick.com Mon-Sat 10-6pm

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



Dealers must not advertise in the Private Classified section.

Monthly consecutive

insertions will be censidered Trade advertising. The Publisner reserves the right to judge submissions.

SPECIAL OFFER

WORLD

Book a Private Classified Advert - Get One FREE!

Plus one months FREE Internet advert. See Page 129 for order form

This offer is only open to Private Classified advertisers

AVANTGARDE UNO Hom
.oudspeaker £3500. Musical
Fidelity Tri-Vista SACD

Super Audio CD player,
mint, boxed, £3000.Tel: 020
8531 5979 or 07903 265205
(Mar(l)

KIMBER SELECT 1011 inter-
connect cables. 2 pairs £200
each (£367). | Russ Andrews
Purifier Block, 8 outlets RA
Powercord £300 (£500). Tel:
01604 410726 (Northampton)
(Mar(l)

QUAD 988 EVintage, finish,
purchased August 2003, with
extended warranty. £2500
(£3750). TacT M21i50 digital
amp, purchased September
2003, £2300 (£3800). Cardas
Golden Cross 0.5m with
Eichmann Bullets £300.Tel:
0131 225 9002, Email:
S.Hussain@ed.sac.ac.uk
(Mar(1)

SNELL J2 speakers (walnut) on
‘Pirates’ stands. Recent new
AudioNote silver drivers -
nice! £475. Musical Fidelity X-
Dac (HDCD) as new, boxed
£150. Both ono.Tel: 07941 923
881 anytime (Sussex coast)
(Mar(l)

CASTLE HARLECH floor-
standers with plinths, yew
finish, mint condition and
boxed, £620 ono.
Audioquest Indigot speaker

cable 2x 3.5 metres, offers.
Tel: 01858 462 061 or 525
463 evenings (Market
Harborough) (Mar(l)

KRELL KRC3 pre-amp mint
£1495.Theta Carmen
CD/DVD transport mint
£1395. Sonus Faber Signums
mint £695.Teac VRDS?7 fully
Trichord modded £295.Tel:
0121 744 9733, mobile 0775
996 9324 (Mar(l)

COPLAND SYSTEM, CDA266
HDCD CD player, Copland
CSA28 amp special order
black with Russ Andrews
PowerChords, boxed as new
with remote control. Cost
£3000, sell £1400 ono.Tel:
01224 596 076 (Mar(l)

NAIM AUDIO system. Pre-
amp, NAC82 monoblock,
NAPI135 x2 Super Hi-Cap,
speakers Dynaudio
Contour 3.0, all boxed and

mint condition, reasonable
offers.Tel: 01293 836 832,
mobile 07977 115 446
(Mar(l)

LP12 (BLACK ASH), lttok LVII,
K9 £450 ono. Naim NAP{40
£200 ono. Naim NAC 62N
£225 ono.All boxed, good
condition. Tel: 07931 142 693
(Mar(l)

PAIR QUAD ESLs on matching
Gradient subwoofers.
Excellent condition, magnifi-
cent sound, £2500 ono. Tel:
01227 752 438, Email:
BriKelsey@aol.com (Mar(l)

TDL's RTL4’s speakers, boxed,
manuals, rewtred, excellent
condition £205 ono. Buyer
collects. Pioneer F-91 tuner,
boxed vge £210 ono. Tel:
01934 813 666 after 6pm or
Email: jpmc@supanet.com
(South Bristol) (Mar(l)

JBL Ti5000 speakers, 3 years
old, black, perfect condition
£1800 (£4000).Tel: 07773 788
317 (Mar(l)

C.R. DEVELOPMENTS
Romulus integrated valve
amplifier, 30w per channel,
s/steel/black/gold (£1300)
£600. Meridian 506 24bit CD
player £600. Spendor Prelude
speakers £80.Tel: 01205 750
314 (Mar(l)

swww.hi-fiworld.co.uk

PRIMARE PHONO Stage pre-
amp, Model R-20, vge, £250.
Tel: 01224 483 642 evenings
or Email: barmonte@aol.com
(Mar(l)

IPLS3TL TRANSMISSION Line
loudspeakers. Built from kit
(mahogany). Details of model
on IPL website. Good condi-
tion, excellent sound, £160
ono. Contact Gary 0141 942
9240 or 07789 527 028 or
Email: mrwilson24_7@hot-
mail.com (Mar(l)

LINN SYSTEM for sale. lkemi,
Kudos, Kolektor, two LK 140,
Aktiv Ninkas. Mint condition.
Black. Original packaging etc.
£2800.Tel: 07941 175 025 6-
7pm only or Email:
linnsale@hotmail.com (Kent)
(Mar(l)

J R 149 BI-WIRED Speakers
£100.Tandberg Series |5
machine £50. Aiwa P22 power
amp £25. Crimson 610 pre
amp £25.Tascam M106 mixing
desk £100. Chilton M12-4
mixing desk £100. Revox G36
£200. Revox A77 £200.Yamaha
KX380 cassette deck £30.
Aiwa AD F360 cassette deck
£25. Marantz CD75 player
£45.)VC DD66 3-head cas-
sette deck £45.7 inch tapes
£3.10 inch NAB tapes £5.
Revox NAB hub adaptors £25
pair. Revox A77 acrylic cover
£35.Tel: 07710 828286 any-
time (Mar(l)

MERIDIAN M60C centre
speaker. Black, perfect con-
dition, boxed, two years
old. £500. Meridian S41

ProlLogic pre-amplifier,
£200.Tel: 07976 350 204
(Cardiff) (Mar(l)

MUSICAL FIDELITY F22 valve
pre-amplifier, lovely sound, as
new, mint brushed aluminium
fascia, £550.Tel: 01424 431 536
(Mar(1)

MARCH 2004 HI-FI WORLD & COMPUTER AUDIC

TLC MAESTRO 70S stand-
mount speakers. 8 ohm
SOwatt bi-wireable. Solid cabi-
nets in excellent condition and
very musical. Two years old.
Paid £300 will accpet £200.Tel:
0113 273 3744 (Leeds) (Mar(l)

NAIM SBLs, black, boxed, cur-
rent spec, immaculate, £900.
Cyrus tuner, remote, alloy
case, £100C. Mission PCM 7000
CD, remote, £100. Thorens
160s, Linn LVV, P77, £170.All
boxed, will demonstrate. Tel:
01722 334 694 (Mar(l)

LOWTHER FIDELIO speak-
ers, gloss black finish, fitted
with PM5A drive units in

perfect condition, £1200.
Tel: 01293 824 667 after
6pm or Email:
JLC@beeb.net (Mar(l)

OFFERS INVITED.
Homebound American selling
two superb matched James
Lansing 2-way speaker sys-
tems. Attractive pine finished
JBL bass reflex enclosures.
Inches 24x19x16 ono. Other
components available. Tel: 020
8406 1666 (Mar(l)

MERIDIAN 551 integrated
amplifier, Meridian 506 CD
player. £650 the pair. Mission
732 speakers, as new condi-
tion £65.Tel: 07778 895 257
or 01252 332 097
(Hampshire) (Mar(l)

CASTLE SEVERN 2SE in cher-
ry veneer plus speaker cables
£295. Little used as brand new,
sale due to new room furni-
ture and decor. No offers. Tel:
Tony 020 8743 5690 (Mar(l)

RUSS ANDREWS power
block (eight sockets) with 3’
Reference Powerkord £175
ono.Tet: 01249 821 288
(Calne, Wilts) Tel: 01249 821
288 (Mar(l)
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5 MINS FROM M25 VALVE AMP

REPAIRS

MATRIX HI-FI

RECORD DECKS QUAD 03 £90-00

HELIOS ARM MK £15000  QUAD 03 33 COMBINATION - VGC £150 00 WWW. TUBE- MREHOUSE. COM

LINN SONDEK BASIC PI LS MAHOGANY EPHONE  GATES WOB PUSHPLLL  SEE WEB £2560.00

LINN 1 P12 CIRKUS BIARING. LINGO PSU. 1ITOK NAATOMKIL - EL 34 PUSH PULT INTERGRATED £39900

LN TONL ARM - MINT £M900  \RION ELECKTRA £399.410

ROKSAN XIRXES, SME CUT £29900  SHANGLING POWER AMPS (SEE WEB SITE) £250000

AUDIONOTE: TT1, ORIGIN LINE RB 50 £650400

SYSTEM DECK WITH | INN 1V X ARM £19900  TUNERS, CASSETTE DECKS ETC.

THORI NS 113150 £70-00 YAMAHA 1C-800GL WLDGE (ASS. DECK £8560

PIONEER PLA3S £55:00  YAMAHA KNJ80 CASSE | TE DECK £80-00 SEE O l | R NEW T l | BE
R YAMAHA KX 560 CASSITTE DECK £8544)

PRE-AMPS YAMAHAC1710  TUNER £4500

AUDIO RESEARCH LS7 LINF PRI £750.00

AUDIO INNOVATIONS |11 - VGC £1900  ClyHDCH/SACH/DVD PLAYERS W E:B SI I E - MAI I ;

s il L R WU AR TED E3900 00 FVANS "HICOS PRECISION' €D WITH SEPERATT

PP RGORT: L5000 pow iR SUPPLY - AWESOME £2.100.00

f:’m “:‘L):('lv BRI f_‘l‘:':;: MICROMEGA DRIVE 2 AND BAC  MINT - BOXED  £749.00 ORDER Tl |BES AND
potil AR “ d HELIOS CD2 £599-00

MATISSE ATOM 1iINE VALV PRE-AMP SO0 Lt Ca B

T, o CALITORNIA AUDIO LABS TUBE C CE SSORIE S

- A | 4 UL Pl “ES! £ 30900

AUDIO RESTARCH CLASSIC 60 — MINT COND £1599.00 2322(\’:.'[[)'\:':)0\((! ss\fz‘:l)ac :.I‘W‘(:' £ &

I:;f:l’)‘lf‘\\'g,‘kf'\“’(;;:' .’f,:") LLEZT W OPOBUOGS “L‘J’:';::: SHANGI ING CD 1100 HCD  (SEI WEB SITE £1.650-00

R T b e o000 SUANGLING SCDT200 SACD (SLFWEBSITH)  £2.15040 DISCO l |NTED

DYNATRON PAIR LE10 & LFI0a - VGO faagog  PHILIPS CD960 PREDECESSOR TO CD94 g A0

ROGERS CADET 11 CHASSIS WITH PRE gi%p.go  PHILIISIDNDIG] 25 BE QALY

ROGERS CADET 111 Nol £150:00 el

ROGIRS CADET 111 No2 ity SURRILDIES B : .

SCOTT INTERGRATED VALYE, AMP f20900 | AUDIONOTEANKIB MAHOGANY R0

AUDION STIRLING EL 34 STHREO ¢ HROME £av9.00 1 INN RANN'S NEW CHERRY D

ROGIRS CADET 1t CHASSIS PRE + POWI R £225.00 i:'l_h-\TlO-\Br\l CHLACKV\SH ﬁ:’“" GOLDEN DRAGON, SVETLANA, NOS ETC,

ROGIRS R \\ ENSBROOK £75 08 "GA FLA BLACK o « QO )

ROGHRS CADET 1l CHASSIS WITH PR oy AT OUR OWN “PRESTIGE” HAND PICKED FOR

ROGERS JUNIOR F184 IXO PUT NFVR SWAP £199.00 ABLES SOUND QUALITY PHONE 01322 281787

ROGERS MASTER EXCLLLENT 50000 \ARIOUS IN SIOCK LEASE: PHONE Q

NEW HIGH QUALITY HIFI ® VINTAGE HIFI FOR SALE AND WANTED
®DEM ROOM AVAILABLE VALVE AMP REPAIRS

SEE OUR WEB SITE FOR THE LATEST STOCK
SHANLING. MICHELLE, CELESTION. QED. AUDIOQUEST. SOUNDSTYLE. ETC...
PHONE : (01322) 281700/292391 FAX: (01322) 229908
E-MAIL: info@matrixhi-fi.co.uk WEB: www.matrixhifi.co.uk

FREE EASY PARKING KENT DAl 1LU

SHOWROOM
65 DARENTH ROAD
DARTFORD

Origin Live Recreating the Original Sound

KIT TURNTABLES

"...this vinyl front end had my jaw heading
towards the floor with the solidity and transparency
of the music it was making...Overall a deeply
impressive deck...brilliant ‘value for money...
component quality is superb and the build process
is @ doodle.”
Hi-Fi World

"One of the most enjoyable and musically involving
turntables I have ever heard regardless of make
or reputation.”

Audiophile

Now you can own a professionally built, high
performance turntable at a fraction of the normal
cost. All OL turntable kits are supplied in various
forms:
-A Standard Kit of Parts to enable you to build your
own plinth at £282
-The Complete Non-suspended Standard Kit
offered with a pre-drilled & finished plinth at £349
-The Complete Ultra Kit comes in two options. The
Uitra Kit Classic offering a truly high end
suspended sub-chassis turntable with beautifully
finished finished solid wood plinth,

The Ultra Kit Modern offers the performance of
the Ultra Kit Classic combined with the modern
day skeletal styling.

Both options available at £538

TURBOCHARGING YOUR REGA ARM

"Nothing less than total dynamite"
Hi-Fi world

If you are the proud owner of any rega tonearm,
you are now in the enviable position to transform
its performance into the league of super arms with
our madifications. The OL structural modification
at £75 will enable your Rega to perform at a tevel
exceeding that of arms costing over £1500!! High
performance rewiring with high grade litz wire is also
offered at an additional £70 and external rewiring
is also £70 further increasing the performance.

"I have to say the Rega modifications turn this
humble arm into a real giant killer. Gone is
the rather grey, sterile sound of the cooking
Rega. Instead, tonal colour is fresh, dynamics
have great speed and impact, and the sound
stage is huge."”
Hi-Fi World on structural modification

What Hi-Fi? gave this modification 5/5
Structural Modification - £75
Internal Rewiring - £70
External Rewiring - £70

For arm modifications we normally return your
arm within 2 - 3 days

www.originlive.com

UNIVERSAL TURNTABLE MOTOR KIT

"It's value js nothing short of tremendous."
Listener Magazine

"The single most important upgrade you can ever
make to any record deck concerns the motor
drive...nothing can prepare you for the shock of
going DC. In a word, dqobsmacklng. r
Common Ground Magazine

"...if you are thinking of upgrading your system...
the OL DC Motor Kit should be high on your list for
consideration.”

TNT Audio

Designed as a drop in replacement for almost all
turntables, the OL upgrade DC motor kit offers vast
improvements to all versions of Linn, as well
as: Rega, Systemdeck, Roksan, Rock, Oracle,
Michelle, VPI, Clearaudio, Accoustic Signature, etc.
The kit consists of a high grade DC motor,
aluminium electronic control box and offboard
power supply. All this provides an extremely cost
effective route to truly high-end audio and is
significantly superior in performance to PS upgrades
at three times the price.

OL Power Supply & Motor Kit - £339
OL Ultra Power Supply & Motor Kit - £570
Upgrade Transformer - £175

Origin Live, Unit 5, 362b Spring Road, Sholing, Southampton, SO19 2PB, UK

Tel/Fax: +44 02380 578877
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www.originlive.com

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk

email: originlive@originlive.com
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Dealers must not advertise in the Private Classified section.

Monthly consecutive
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SPECIAL OFFER -
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CAMBRIDGE R40 loudspeak-
ers, 2 pairs, £200/£250. Revox
AT77 2 track £125. Cambridge
T55 tuner £50. Nakamichi 480
cassette £100.A&R A60 amp
£50. All vge, need space. Tel:
01442 389 952 or Emai:
mbond@makethedifference.ne
t (Mar()

LEAK TLI12+ amps, refurbished
pair, excellent valve sound
£475 ono. Helius Chameleon
speakers HC1000 walnut finish
including dedicated stands
£275 ono.Tel: 01304 823 121
ask for Roger. Email:
rog.rem@btinternet.com
(Mar(l)

SNELL A LOUDSPEAKERS,
sensational sound quality
(£5000) £1250 ono. Pioneer
565 CD player, Trichord modi-
fied, Clock 4 superb sound,
giveaway £500. Miller Kreisel
MX 125 Mkl subwoofer
(£1500) £850 ono. Money
back guarantee. Tel: Allan 0117
952 1341 (Bristol). (Mar(l)

MAGNUM AMPLIFICATION,
P200 preamp, moving coil
phono stage, four line inputs,
CD monitor, separate power
supply (£2400) £950 ono.
A200 stereo power amplifier,
300 w.p.c. outperforms Krell
(£2400) £950 ono. Money
back guarantee.Tel:Allan 0117
952 1341 (Bristol) (Mar(l)

LINN KAIRN phono £425.
Linn LK-85 £350. NAD 30208
amp £65. Rotel RT-830L tuner
£75. Rogers DB-101 speakers
(opal finish) £110. Linn inter-
connects (x3) £25 each.Tel:
01226 21| 740 evenings (Mar)

QUAD 33 pre-amp, mint and
boxed. Quad 303 power-amp,
excellent condition including
leads £250.Tel: 020 8783 1250
or Email: anthonymurphy
@blueyonder.co.uk (Mar(l)

4 GOOD USED GEC clear
glass KT66 £150. 3 Good used
Mullard GZ32 £30. 3 good
used EF86 (Z729) £20. GKD
Huntingdon cabinet £10.
Garrard 4HF turntable/arm
£50.Wharfedale Isodynamic
headphones £20. Leak TLI0
with pre-amp £250. Pair Super
8RS/DD in LNB cabinets £75.
Axiom 10 £25.Tel: 0773 309
7673 or Email:
nnh@dmu.ac.uk (Mar(l)

QUAD IIL speakers, piano
black, little used, boxed, mint
(£379) £299. Could deliver E.
Midlands. Tel: 0115 960 3934
(Mar(1)

QUAD ESL988 electrostatic
speakers, as new £2200 ono.
Buyer collects.Tel: 01522 720
389 or Email: nuline. ellis@tis-
cali.co.uk (Mar(l)

AUDIO RESEARCH CD2,
boxed, manuals, factory condi-
tion, superb sound, upgrading,
£2250 ono. . Tel: Keith 0781 |
272 378 or 07792 388 397 day
or evenings (Black)(£3495)
(Mar(1)

QUAD ESL63, brown with
wood trims and stands. Mint
condition £950 ono.Thorens
TDI150 base, cover, Thorens
arm £85.Wanted: Rogers
Master Mk One pre-amp.Tel
07976 904 38! (Mar(l)

MERIDIAN 206B CD player
£325. Exposure XX integrated
amplifier £250. Rotel
RQ970BX MM-MC phono
amplifier £45. All items mint

condition and boxed. Tel:
01483 855 603 (Mar(l)

MISSION 752 speakers, high
gloss black ash finish, mint
£235 ono. Origin Live DC
turntable motor with custcm
power supply and oversize
transformer £150.Tel: 01244
660 946 (Chester) (Mar(l)

www.hi-fiwarld.co.uk

HI-FI SYSTEM, Naim Audio
NAC 82 preamplifier, Naim
Audio input boards, Naim
Audio HiCap power supply,
Naim Audio NAPI80 power
amplifier, Naim Audio CDI|
CD player, Naim Audio SBL
loudspeakers, Naim Audio
Paxo passive crossover for
above, Yamaha DSP E800
processor. (current valuation
£4450 ono) Tel: 020 8300
3265 (Mar(l)

KLIPSCHORN CORNER
speakers, superb, awesome
(£6200) £3000. 1980's B&O
system, tuner/amp, cassette
deck, record deck, fourway
speakers, £200. Bargain. Croft
Duo mono preamplifier, recent
service £200.Tel: 01202 388
688 or Email:
terrymason.innerpeace
@cwecrv.net (Mar(l)

MONITOR AUDIO Studio
20 SE speakers, piano black
gloss finish, superb condi-
tion £850 (£2500) Tel:

07815 153 172 or Email:
stephenadolphus@yahoo.com
(Mar(l)

RGD 1046, GELOSO EL34
monoblocks. Leak ST60.
Troughline, Rogers Cadet2.
Quad 33/303, FM3/AM3.
Thorens TD124/2 JR149 NOS
valves wanted Pye HF25, PF9I,
Radford MA15/3, vge, will sway
above equipment. Tel: 01842
812 895 (Mar(l)

LINN KABER Floor stand-
ing speakers, Linn Classik

CD-amp, Linn LK85 power
amp (two). All immaculate

Quad tri-wired speaker
cables included. Tel: 0151
709 4540 (h),0151 709
7706 (office) £1600. (May(l)

JBL Ti5000 speakers, 3 years
old, black, perfect condition
£1800 (£4000).Tel: 07773 788
317 (Mar(l)
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AUDIOLAB 8000A late
model, vgc, £200. Rotel
RCD991 AE, excellent £250.
Meridian 207 DAC, vge, £150.
MF X-Act DAC, vgc, £80.Tel:
07887 527 397 (Staffs) (Mar(l)

KIMBER SELECT 1011 inter-
connect cables. 2 pairs £200
each (£367). | Russ Andrews
Purifier Block, 8 outlets RA
Powercord £300 (£500).Tel:
01604 410726 (Northampton)
(Mar(1)

QUAD 988 (EVintage, finish,
purchased August 2003, with
extended warranty. £2500
(£3750). TacT M2150 digital
amp, purchased September
2003, £2300 (£3800). Cardas
Golden Cross 0.5m with
Eichmann Bullets £300.Tel:
0131 225 9002, Email:
S.Hussain@ed.sac.ac.uk
(Mar(l)

SNELL J2 speakers (walnut) on
‘Pirates’ stands. Recent new
AudioNote silver drivers -
nice! £475. Musical Fidelity X-
Dac (HDCD) as new, boxed
£150. Both ono.Tel: 07941 923
881 anytime (Sussex coast)
(Mar(!)

J R 149 BI-WIRED Speakers
£100. Tandberg Series 15
machine £50. Aiwa P22 power
amp £25. Crimson 610 pre
amp £25.Tascam M106 mixing
desk £100. Chilton M12-4
mixing desk £100. Revox G36
£200. Revox A77 £200.Yamaha
KX380 cassette deck £30.
Aiwa AD F360 cassette deck
£25. Marantz CD75 player
£45.]VC DDé66 3-head cas-
sette deck £45.7 inch tapes
£3. 10 inch NAB tapes £5.
Revox NAB hub adaptors £25
pair. Revox A77 acrylic cover
£35.Tel: 07710 828286 any-
time (Mar(l)

PRIMARE PHONO Stage pre-
amp, Model R-20, vge, £250.
Tel: 01224 483 642 evenings
or Email: barmonte@aol.com
(Mar(1)
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High End Cable

Just a few examples

Transparent Speaker cable

2.44m pair Music Wave Plus £329 SH
3.05m pair Music Wave £329 new
3.05m pair The Wave £259 new
Van den Hul 5m pr CS122 hybrid £77.90
Van den Hul 5m pair Clearwater £49.90
Transparent Interconnects

Music Link 1m 3 pack £189 new
7.6m pair Balance Music Link Ultra £1299 SH
HDL 1m high performance coaxial £69 new
Kimber KCAG Hyper silver RCA £329 SH
Van den Hul Opctocoupler Mk 2 £39 new

Many more deals on offer.
14 home trial available,

Call 01775 761880

Please visit website for latest stock position.

www.highendcable.co.uk

THE VINTAGE VALVE
TECHNOLOGY FAIR

HELD AT HAYDOCK PARK RACECOURSE,
NEWTON LE WILLOWS,

MERSEYSIDE WA12 OHQ - ON THE A49,
5 MINUTES FROM M6 JUNCTION 23

ON SUNDAY MARCH 7TH 2004
PUBLIC ENTRY 09:30 TO 14:30

® Stall holder and Public car parking FREE!

® Per 6ft stall (Table provided) ONLY £25!

® Stallholder entry from 07:30 - easy unloading!
® Public entry charge ONLY £2.50 per person

® BUT accompanied wives & kids FREE!

® All day catering & licensed bar at the fair!

® Disabled friendly restrooms at the fair!

http://www.myciunka.supanet.com/VVTF2003
Fair Hotline: 01274 824816

electrical
We buy, sell & part exchange quality Hi-fi
AMPLIFIERS / RECEIVERS CD PLAYERS SPEAKERS
Audiolab 80005 Integrated 375 TRANSPORTS & DACS  Acoustical Aiante L 298
Arzam Alpha 9 Integrated £175 Aam Mgm L 313 195 el 10312 . £l
A s O v 143 ot o T s
ny a8 new E roac uper labiette o
;""’ m:nauo el '“:5 Mudiolab 8000 (D . 095 Dynaudio Contout 1.1 0845
) UL AR 95 ol 8000DKC . | 0% Naim lntros .
Expoture X Integrated ... €45y 1ec pyp o pew 45 Linn Kelidhipassive) . £495
Exgosure VIl Pre and Yl power amp 6375 warang (D600D 0 SE 170 Mission 783 Mint . 4498
Musical Fidelity XAI cooo- o K195 Pioneer PDSBOY £95  Acoustic Energy AEI .5
Aram Mpha 9 Power Amp 295 Reksan OTI DAC 175 Ket ROM3 Cherry .. LSS
Herdian 101 pre/power £225 Raksan DPI Transport £375 ket QI . £183
Auc VABO, L4125 NaD (541 as new £215 Maark Templar . 198
Quad 306 Power Amp 175 Sevy SCO-NBOAD SACD as new .. €225 Epos ESI4 .80
Liw Q8D Power amp fqp DB Litde 8it 2 DAC 1S Kel OM3, .88
Made Audio MI00B monablocks . . €145 SOMcsus Dl (L
. TUNERS Monitor Audio Sitver Centrel®i £120
ek o0 3 BB il sideby TIIM 165 Gambridge
Maim WAC 91/ NAPSO 550 pio DAB 300 90 CASSETTES
Naim NACSZ with SNAPS 815 pudiolab 50007 £395 Nakamichi RXSOS Unireverse £548
Linm LKI00 Power A5 Lim Pekin B60 Aai GXS2 £85
(yrus § Boxed a5 new €75 Aram FM)DT26 DAS tuner 395 Tascam 138 reel to reel £
Arcam Alpha S+ Integrated LTS Quad FMA earty L£17S  Denon DMDI00O Mini Disk s
Pioneer A4OOK intagrated 125 Mymad MTIO0 Q15
Meridian SS1 Integrated 498 Cyras PHLS Tuner %5 EQS
Aucialab 8000 P black (s A ndhapegl A5
TURNTABLES Technics $HB020 185
Marantz 2238 BL dassic S Rads as
Arcam Dela 120.2power amp £265 0racle Delphi mk3 {875 SYSTEMS/MISCELLANEOUS
Haranuz PH7000 E185 Rotel NHQ 10 Phono preamp 195 Bose Lifestyle 30 975
Beard P3S Power Amp . . . . 495 AR EBIOI . L95  Bose Acoustic Wave . £398
Nakamichi Recerver 3 <. .120 Musical Fidebty X (ans ... £90 Sony YPLOSS Projector L1958

Please call us if you have any equipment to sell or are
looking for anything in particular. New stock daily
All equipment is fully tested and guaranteed
Also: Music CDs, Games, Musical Equipment, Computers, TV, VCR& Photographic
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Web page: www.xelectrical.com email: x@xelectrical.com
125 King Street Hammersmith 020 - 8563 7383
4 Station Bldgs Fife Road Kingston 020 ~ 8546 1233

Games & CDs upstairs at Kingston 020 - 8546 4442

43 Church Street Croydon 020 -~ 8680 0007

wanw, hi-fiworld.co.uk
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FROM FEBRUARY 2004 ISSUE

AVI PRE-AMP, stereo power
£475.Trichord Genesis CD
£275.Teac VDRS I 0SE £300.
Primare A20Il integrated £300.
Wanted: Lescon Cylinder
power, Pioneer SA9900 amp,
Target R1-R2 speaker stands.
Tel: 01226 710 605 or 0777
927 4655 (Feb(l)

CD TEAC VDRS transport TDI
DAC boxed £600 ovno. May
split. Tel: Mark 020 8547 2397
or 01959 572030 (Feb(l)

EXPOSURE POWER Supply V1,
dual pre-amp V11, power-amp
V111 £675. Michell Focus One
deck £475. Nakamichi BX2 tape
deck £160. Linn Sara speakers
with metal stands £325.
Lowther Classic speakers -
offers.Tel: 01202 512 915
(Bournemouth) (Feb(l}

AVANTGARDE UNO Horn
loudspeaker £3500. Musical
Fidelity Tri-Vista SACD

Super Audio CD player,
mint, boxed, £3000.Tel: G20
8331 5979 or 07903 265205
(HMar(l)

MARANTZ 6000 K| Sig (350),
hardwired Kimber Powercord,
Schottky retification (200),
Clock 4/ N/C power supply
(380), Trichord digital output
board (390), Audiocom regula-
tor-s, Blackgate/Oscon decou-
pling caps etc (290) £1050.Tel:
0151 608 4481 (Wirral) (Feb(l)

PERPETUAL TECHNOLOGIES
P-1A Correction Engine.
Perpetual Technologies F-3A
DAC, Monolithic power supply
for the above items. All boxed
with operating instructions.
£1200.Tel: 01525 861 346
(Beds) (Feb(l)

AUDIO PRYSIC Avanti lil
speakers, cherrywood, boxed,
mint condition, as new.
Stereophile Class A product.
Less than half price. £3300.Tel:
020 8363 4963 or 0797 312
8355 (North London) (Feb(l)

MERIDIAN 500 TRANSPORT
£550 includes FREE Deltec
DAC. Musical Fidelity StudioT
power amp £100. Audio
Technica ATH-WI0VTG head-
phones £150. MF X-Cans Mkl
£80. No Offers.Tel: 020 8249
8877 (Feb(l)

WADIA 301 CD player, little
used and as new with box and
manual. £2450 (£3650).Tel:
01202 767 873 (Dorset) (Feb(l)

KRELL KRS-1A pre ampli-
fiers, 4 aluminium blocks,
cost £10,000, £3500. Reevox
Agora-B active loudspeakers
200V, £1000. Apogee
Scintilla ribbon active speak-

ers 200WV, £1000. Marantz
MA-22 monc amplifiers, 4
off, £1000. Marantz CD 23
DAF, £2000.Tel: 020 8459

7539 (Feb(l)

LOWTHER ACOUSTAS, new
foams £295.Wharfedale E70’,
rosewood £150. Wharfedale
E30's £30.Wharfedale Dovedale
1l £100. Celestion Ditton 44's
£100. Leak Stereo 20 £225.
Pioneer TX 7500 tuner £50.Tel:
01744 755 434 (Feb(l)

KEF Q80 speakers (black)
£150. Pioneer PD75 Reference
CD player £200. Audiolab
8000A amplifier £200. Mission
754F speakers £600. 2x 5m
Cabletalk 3.1 bi-wire £25.Tel:
01407 762 863 (Feb(l)

NAIM HI-FI System Sale, CD2
CD player, NAC 82 pre-amp,
Hi-Cap power supply, NAP 250
power amp, SBL loudspeakers
(cherry), QLN Projekt equip-
ment rack (cherry). Complete
system purchased new from
Grahams HI-Fl in December
1997. Mint condition, very low
usage, boxed with manuals. Sell
complete for £5900.Tel: Mark
01708 224 319 (Essex) or
07813 332301 (mobile) (Feb{l)

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk

WANTED: CROFT Micro |l
special pre-amp or similar. Tel:
evenings 01292 269 477 (Feb(l)

TONEARM SAEC WE308L,
boxed, unused £700 (£2200).
Aurios Isolation Bearings, new,
boxed £90 (£201). C9 Carver
Sonic Hologram Generator,
offers, includes manual. Tel:
Wayne 029 20 369 052 or
Email: llyndes@hotmail.com
(Feb(l)

MERIDIAN 508 24 bit CD play-
er £850. Townsend Rock
turntable, Mk2, Excalibur arm,
Merlin power supply, plinth and
lid. Needs some attention. £150
the lot. Tel: 01895 421850 or
0771 8765 988 or Email:
bmphook@aol.com (Feb(l)

JR 149 SPEAKERS. Original
condition. No repairs, mods or
damage. Owned from new.
Wooden teak tops. New foam
fitted and in good working
order, £270 ono.Tel: 01455 613
248 (Feb(l)

LUMLEY MONITOR Reg 2
Signatures on M.AF. stands,
£1200. Orchid Orchaidis dual
monoblock RC750A Class A
amp, 350 watts per channel,
power and finesse, £2100. New
£5500.Tel: 01530 272 801
(Feb(l)

SONY TAP 9000ES multi chan-
nel pre amplifier in gold, boxed
and in exceptional condition,

£400.Tel: 0151 425 4142 (Feb(l)

CABLES, 2m KIMBER 4TC and
8TC £200 (£390). 6m Chord
Flatline biwire gold £110
(£225). 2x Im Chord Solid
interconnects £50 each.
Excellent condition.Tel: 0151
425 4142 (Feb(l)

EPOS MIS speakers, light cher-
ry, as new £595. Linn Sondek
LP12 Valhalla lttok LVIl, good
condition £495. Sumiko Blue
Point special MC cartridge, very
low use £180.All boxed. Tel:
01484 307 096 (Feb(l)
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MUSICAL FIDELITY A3CR pre-
amp, cossetted, perfect condi-
tion, boxed, £280. Sony JA30ES
MiniDisc player, mint, £90.Tel:
01752 773 369 (Feb(l)

PINK TRIANGLE Da Capo +
D.C. £1400 ono. Philips CD
850, Trichord Clock 3 £120.
Buyer collects, cash only, will
demo, all mint. Tel: 0115 927
1273 after 5pm (Feb)

SHANLING CDT100 valve CD
player, rave reviews, |2 months
old, mint £1195. Sonus Faber
Grand Piano-Home floorstand-
ing speakers, piano-black, mint
£1195.Wanted: Burmester
amplifiers + Oracle Delphi
turntable. Tel: 01604 584 630 or
07808 096684 (Northampton)
(Feb(l)

UNISON RESEARCH Simply
Four T amplifier, rare triode
version, boxed with instruc-
tions, superb £1050. AR Legend
turntable £120. Rotel RCD 865
£100.Target 4 tier rack £80.Tel:
01977 732 606 (Yorkshire)
(Feb(l)

REVOX G36 tape recorder, 2
track, perfect condition, excel-
lent sound, very clean £199.Tel:
01933 678 25! (Feb(l)

MERIDIAN 557 power amp
£850. Counterpoint SA|2 tube
mosfet power amp £250. Linn
LK | plus Dirak phono stage
not working otherwise ok
£150.Tel: 01296 747 176 or
07855 899 478 (Feb(l)

THORENS TD125 Mk2,
SME3009, Shure V15, Thorens
plinth, includes manuals £200.
Tel: 0141 942 0133 (Feb(l)

QUAD CD-P Player cost
£1000, £550 ono new boxed.
ATCSCMI2 speakers, one year
old, boxed £550 ono. Quad | 1L
speakers £250. Quad ESL 57
electrostatic speakers, good
condition £250.Tel: 020 7282
8996 or 020 7282 8830 (Feb(l)
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HESY BUY

AUDUSA EUPEN CSA 2.5 AUDIO AC MAINS CABLE

GNLM 05/04 and GNLM 05/2.5 ( CSA 2.5) Cable with
FERRITE TECHNOLOGY - A polymer material mixed with GNLM 05/2.5 (CSA2.5)
a considerable quantity of homogeneously fine high quality £48 for 1.0m, £58 for 1.5m,
ferrite powder.is extruded around the copper conductors. As a £68 for 2.0m. Off the reel £30
. SN : for 1st meter, £20 per m
ferromagnetic material, it will go through hysteresis loops

.? » whenever it is under influence of an alternating magnetic thereafge'z.LM 05/2.5 (CSA 2.5
g r figld. Cpnsecutive'y magnetizing and demagnetizing the :ﬁgﬁ: with Mcri{'|éo gEC 320 )
"  material will cause considerable losses of high frequency energy. will be fitted at extra cost.
This energy is absorbed in the ferrite grains and converted into
heat.The GNLM cables which in addition to the above described ferrite GNLM 05/04
technology is further protected with a foil shield and a drain wire and £58 for 1.0m, £72 for 1.5m,

£86 for 2.0m. Also available
of the reel.

Both GNLM cables are avail-
Fitted with IEC (Martin Kayser) and MK Tough plug Cable able for export.

can be supplied fitted to our all steel 4, 6 and 8 way distri-

bution blocks. We can rewire the distribution blocks with SILVER SILVER - upgrade the cable with silver plat-
Eupen cable as an extra cost option. Refer to our web site ¥ contacts on IEC and and MK plug for £6. Aubusa
for details. - Eupen and LAT AC-2 mains cable available with 16 amp IEC (
AUDUSA - OOM Silverlink OCC balanced for certain models of amps by Krell, MF, Levinson etc), Marin-
speaker cable - stranded, silver on OFHC plus co/Wattgate IEC 320, Figure of eight, Bulgin, Hubble,European

specifically manufactured for High End audio use. Said by some to be the
most neutral sounding audio ac mains cable on the market.

three strands of OCC (tho Continous Casting - sin- Schuko,French, Australian, Swiss, Danish,Neutrik and other plugs
gle crystal copper) for improved bass performqnce- see our web site for IEC’s,MK plugs RCA and Banana
Mylarinfill and with designed in protecticn against connectors with silver plate contacts and other audio and
RE and EMI. conductor of 3mm diameter (approx 8 ac mains connectors

gauge). Cable Overall Dimension: 14.72 mm.

LAT International AC-2 AUDIO AC MAINS CABLE

We have devgloped a.cat.)lmg (weaving) patterr? along with SILVERFUSE is a near alloy of silver
an unusual shielding/filtering system that gets rid of the and copper. IT IS NOT SILVER PLATED OR SIL-
garbage that contaminates your components. The difference VER CLAD. Plating (or clad, which is the same thing
you hear with our cord is astounding. Our power cord takes ey as platirjg) causes a dioding effect_whgn
advantage of silver in its design through use of our proprieta S signal is passed through resulting in
Silverf H e Th : duct S 10 f pd '":y > IC"NCE/ "brightness and distortion. The Silverfuse
ilverfuse con gc ors.' e co'n uc ors. are 10 gauge an .w1 * process starts with seven nines OFHC cop-
PTFE; the best insulation available. Fitted as standard with “per wire with a diameter that is slightly larger
1EC / MK Toughplug. . 60cm £62, 90cm £75, 1.2m £88, 1.5m ‘ than the required size. It is then pulled through a
£101, 1.8m £112 etc Other lengths available and.off the reel. j trough of molten silver. The wire with a silver deposit,
4,6 and 8 way all steel mains distribution blocks fitted with J is then forced through a compacting die where it is
) subject to tremendous pressure. The silver and the
UK, Schuko or USA sockets.CE tested & approved mains high purity copper are fused together into a near alloy.
distribution units manufactured of heavy gauge steel, finished The compacting fusion also reduces the wire diameter
in black and fitted with high quality 13amp sockets. It has to the desired size. No dioding subsequently
no filters, circuit breakers, surge protection, transformers,
resistors. capacitors, LED's, on/off switches, chokes, regu-

occurs with this process. The result provides for
the benefits of silver; which are excellent defin-

lators, just fitted with 1m of AC-2 mains cable.From £166

for 4 way, £198, 6 way, £229 for 8 way.

AC-2
Power cable compare
with products costing
ten times as much,
then decide

Y

ition and clarity, with the high purity copper ben-
efits of warmth and mellowness.

LAT INTERNATIONAL Inc USA - Analogue, Digital and Video interconnects and Speaker
cable better than most others at double the price.

New for 2003 Sunfire Ultimate - world’s most powerful home cinema
Receiver. 7 x 200 watts, Cinema Seven power amps, 7 x 200 and 7 x 400
Signature True SubWoofer 13 inch cube True Sub MKIV 11 inch cube and Junior Sub
Woofer 9 inch cube -all with two drivers, to as low as 16hz, 116 SPL and 360 cu ins of air
movement, 1200 or 2700 watt patented amp technology. Solid state power amps 2 chan-
nel (2 x 30C and 2 x 600) and 5 channel (5 x 220 watts and 5 x 430 watts patented amp
technology {no heat sinks), Classic tube preamp and Theatre Grand Il processor preamp

www.auvudusa.com

T: 020 8241 9826, 020 8264 0249 F: 020 8241 0999 E: sales@audusa.com
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NAD SILVERLINE S400 stereo
tuner, amazing quality, absolute-
ly immaculate, remote, boxed
(£600) £300. Nakamichi DR10
cassette deck, unused, boxed
(£800) £300. Money back guar-
antee.Tel:Allan 0117 952 1341
(Bristol) (Feb(l)

PROAC RESPONSE DI5 loud-
speakers, mahogany, three
months old, absolutely immacu-
late, boxed (£2000+) £1100.
MK 125 Hl subwoofer 2 x 12"
drivers, 2 x 100 W amps
(£1500) £850. Money back
guarantee. Tel: Allan 0117 952
1341 (Bristol) (Feb(l)

SONY SCD XA333ES
CD/SACD player, excellent
transport, only six months old,
stifl under warranty, gold
colour, remote, boxed (£1500)
£800 ovno. Money back guaran-
tee. Tel:Allan 0117 952 1341
(Bristol) (Feb(l)

MARTIN LOGAN SL3 electro-
static/hybrid loudspeakers.
Arguably best model ever pro-
duced, absolutely immaculate,
upgraded mains leads, spiked
(£4000) £1950. Money back if
nct completly amazed! Tel: Allan
0117 952 1341 (Bristol) (Feb(l)

SONY SCDI Flagship
CDI/SACD player, incredible
build quality. Absolutely immac-
ulate, unbelievably heavy - 30kg!
- remote, boxed, serious offers
around £2000. Originally
£5000. Money back guarantee.
Tel:Allan 0117 952 1341
(Bristol) (Feb(l)

ROKSAN KANDY Mkill amp
and CD player. 5 months old
both mint condition £750 the
pair or £395 each. Tel: Dave
07729 600 847 (Littlehampton,
W.Sussex) (Feb(l)

RUARK EPILOGUE speakers
plus stands, still boxed £200.
Tel: 01204 392 890 (Feb(l)

MUSICAL FIDELITY A3 amplifi-
er, immaculate, boxed, remote,
instructions, light use, £375.
Myst G-Ohm amplifier, brushed
gold finish, rare £100. Griffin
Phoenix speakers, rosewood,
vge £45.Tel: 01922 865 414
(Feb(l)

NAIM AUDIO amplifier
NAC72 and NAP140 with
phono boards £750. Exceltent
condition. Tel: 07734 246 502
(day), 020 8519 3032 (evening)
or Email: juinchin@yahoo.co.uk
(Feb(l)

B+O COLLECTABLE System.
Beogram 1202 turntable,
Beomaster | 100 receiver,
Beovox S25 speakers. Back
from B+O service. Offers. Tel:
01666 840 085 (Feb(!)

DALI ROYAL Menuet Il boxed
immaculate £199. (£399). Dali
SCS centre £75 (£150). ATC
SCMI0 walnut £275 some
marks. NAD T770 boxed,
immaculate (£699) £150.Two
pairs Menuets available. Tel: 020
237 4475 (Feb(!)

MCINTOSH MA6400 as
new with box and manual
£1400. DNM Series 2 pre-
amp £350.Tel: 01189 617

375 or Email:
claes.larsson@ntlworld.com
(Berkshire) (Feb(l)

HORNING ZEUS hybrid horn
speakers, maple, original condi-
tion, 18 months old £1095. EAR
859 single ended valve amp,
excellent condition, boxed
£995. Sony SCD777ES SACD
player, mint, boxed, champagne
£995.Tel: 01978 780 580 or
Email:
robert@robertbaker.org.uk
(Feb(l)

PMC DBI speakers, cherry fin-
ish (555) £355. Castle Isis
standmount speakers £100.
NAD 3130 amplifier £55.Tel:
01295 275 983 (Banbury)
(Feb(l)

www.hifiwarld.colok

LEAK DELTA 30 £50. Leak
2020 speakers £40. Leak Stereo
30/Stereofetic/teak sleeve £100.
Leak Stereo 70 £70. Leak
Troughline3 mono tuner £75.
Leak Troughline3 stereo tuner
£100. Armstrong 425
tuner/amp £25. Goldring 88
wurntable £100. Ditton 44
speakers £120. Ditton 25
speakers £150.Tel: 07733 097
673 or Email: nnh@dmu.ac.uk
(Leicester) (Feb(l)

LINN KANS original late Mk|
with Linn logo, solid wood cabi-
nets vge, sonically perfect. Linn
Mk2 Kan stands £250. Happy to
demonstrate. Tel: 01484 841
482 (West Yorkshire) (Feb(l)

QUAD Il Monoblocks, Garrard
301, SME 3009, Thorens TD 124-
Il,Yamaha NS 1000M, Quad
ESL57, Black Oracle Dephi-1,
Thorens RB250, Michell Mycro
RB300, Quad 405-2, Koetsu
Black retipped, unused SME
3012-R.Tel: 01 17955 6555 or
07979 514 450 (Feb(l)

CHARTWVELL LS3/5a’s includ-
ing stands £250. M.F. XLP £125.
Cambridge power amps £75
each. Denon TU260 £65.Tel:
Tim 020 8249 3856 evenings or
Email:

stocker | Ob@hotmail.com
(Feb(l)

WANTED: ASSEMBLAGE
(Sonic Frontiers) DAC 3.1 and
D2D-1 sample rate converter.
Must be in mint or good condi-
tion. Tel: Phil 01942 216 967
(Feb(l)

REVOX A77’s, B77's and other
Revox - NAB hub adaptors -
various condition but cosmetic
perfection. Some workshop and
owners/handbook original -
photocopy - offers invited. Ring
for details 07710 828286
(Brighton) (Feb)

WANTED: CROFT Micro It
special pre-amp or similar. Tel:
evenings 01292 269 477 (Feb(l)

MARCH 2004 HI-FI WORLD & COMPUTER AUDIO

AUDIO RESEARCH PH3SE
phono stage. 6-months old,
perfect, boxed £1450 ono
(£2800). Siltech SG 80 silver
speaker cables 2.00m ,WBT
spades perfect £950 (£2700).
Siltech cassic SQI 10 0.5m
XLR-XLR £300 (£750) never
used. Tel: 01525 656 990
(eves) (Feb(!)

CONCORDANT EXEMPLAR
Power armp [00W/C (transis-
tor) & Lumley VTPI000 line
pre-amp, £600 the pair, may
split. Both In excellent condi-
tion & boxed. 01275 853926
(Bristol) (Feb(l)

AUDIC RESEARCH D1 15
£1000. Audio Research LS2
£750. Marantz CD94 +

CDA9%4 (DAC) £650. Audio

Innovations S700 £600. QED
Profile 4x4 Sm (bi-wire) £50.
Tel: 0870 853 301 | (day) or
01264 771675 (eve) (Feb(l)

AVI| PRE-AMP, stereo power
£475.Trichord Genesis CD
£275.Teac VDRSIOSE £300.
Primare A20ll integrated £300.
Wanted: Lescon Cylinder
power, Pioneer SA9900 amp,
Target R1-R2 speaker stands.
Tel: 01226 710 605 or 0777
927 4655 (Feb(l)

CD TEACVDRS transport TDI
DAC boxed £600 ovno. May
split. Tel: Mark 020 8547 2397
or 01959 572030 (Feb(l)

EXPOSURE POWER Supply VI,
dual pre-amp VI |, power-amp
V111 £5675. Michell Focus One
deck £475. Nakamichi BX2 tape
deck £160. Linn Sara speakers
with metal stands £325.
Lowther Classic speakers -
offers.Tel: 01202 512 915
(Bournemoutn) (Feb(l)

REVOX G36 tape recorder, 2
track, perfect condition, excel-
lent sound, very clean £199.Tel:
01933 678 254 (Feb(l)
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The following issues are SOLD OUT

and are no longer available:-

SOLD OUT 1991 | Oct 1994 | Nov
Jan 1992 | Nov 1994 | Feb
Feb 1992 | Jul 1995 | Apr
Mar 1992 | Dec 1995 | May
Apr 1992 | Jun 1996 | Aug
May 1992 | Aug 1996 | Sep
Jul 1992 | Oct 1996 | Oct July 2003 Pr———
ncludes: Hhmart Audio et
J AR Group test on Sixteen Lnn Classk CMS

Aug 1992 Jun 1997 Mar 2000 Heart Audio COB00 Plextor Prtwrter 24/10/40U g-;c:m;;‘ cm::\s;:wna‘r:o

: Toshba DVS20E 3mwm a0 TaA DVD1230 Letters & Emats Extra
Dec 1992 | Sep 1997 | Dec 2000 ' ilote O Soppiement o 73

) EposELS3
Jan 1993 | Dec 1997 | May 2001
Apr 1993 | Mar 1998 Jun
May 1993 | May 1998 | Nov ]

]
Nov 1993 | Jun 1998 | Jun i
Dec 1993 | Aug 1998 | Dec '
Sep 1994 | Oct 1998 | Jun

Back Issues
£3.50 per issue

August 2003 Denon ME31 September 2003 roup test moving co¥ ca
— Includes: Audionate TT1 Inciudes: trdpes

(includes P&P) UK ONLY | o ovem S Do

Cyrus CO8 Aarisl vmws Arcam FMJ CD33 Cabie

Crook ASOIR Verbatim Omnia DVD« RIRW Monno MC207 Archwing Analogue
Pu ment b cne ue r MF Audio Passive Preamg 3008 power Pure Evcke 1 va Tiwok Modwl  DSCwesider Stoe!

Ouad 809 DIY Supplement No 74 One. World Music Supptement

Mission 782SE ovaiver R4S

pn Live Resgiution

postal order only

IFOf overseas postage prices please call
David Noble on: +44 (020) 7625 3134

October 2003
Ircludes:
Denon dvd-2960

Musical Fidelity X-LPSV3

fax: +44 (020) 7328 1844
or email: backissues@hi-fiworld.co.uk

YES?Y | would like to order a back issue(s)

Your Details

Ao Resedrch VSISS

Orelle SA100EVO

Oakyo CS-210

Group test bookshelf ioud:

Ciassique Sounds Quad ESL 57 Rebusd
Arcam DT-81

Nero Burrng ROM V6

Xivel IN-port

DIY Suppiement No. 75

hi-

ocTmER D WX £1.29

hi-fi

QUAD'S JO'OII' ..l. .1 L4

Name o | | &/

NEAV
Address e & & jtorming nem
Post Code _ N S TS Sl
Daytime Tel:
Back issues

November 2003
Dynavox Dynasiation
Musica Fidelty Tr-Vista 21
Orwke CD100EVO

Group Test Tube Ampifiers

NOVEMBEA 2003 M £3.20 Leak Sterso 20

Beyer DT-990
A R c Roxsan Radws 5
ROKSAN'S BRILLIANT Viech V-Disk
fmation Flaghgo! 20
Creatve Labs SB 3+
Classc Avaio supplement

Delivery Address (if different)

‘*uPAA CLASS!

SPECIAL VALVE ISSUE ;" A
Send this form to:

!
Bl =i 3 .-_ l
Back Issues, Hi-Fi World, Suite G4,

Argo House, Kilburn Park Road, MARKET PLACE .

London NW6 5LF. TCOMPETITION  wimmern.

Please make cheque or postal order payable to Audio
Publishing Ltd.
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Dealers must not advertise in the Private Classified section.

Monthly consecutive

insertions will be considered Trade advertising. The Publisher reserves the right to judge submissions.

Special Internet offer see page 129 for details

CLASSICAL VINYL Records
bought and sold. Collections
large and small always wart-
ed. Phone or email Geoff in

Bedfordshire: 01525 237 693,

classical_reco~ds
@hotmail.com

To buy our records go to
WWwWWw,
classical-reco-ds.8m.com
ISALE%20may2. HTM (May(l)

E.M.AS. STUDER-REVOX
Sales, Service, Spares. B760
£750,B710 11 £500, C221 £700,
AT700 £500,A77 £400, PR99
£750,A80 RC IIVU £950,A810
£950,A807 YU £1200, B67 VU
£750,A710 £500.Tel: 01246
275 479 (Mar(l)

PURE EARTH and dedicated
mains (electrical) circuits design
and installation service. Contact
MainsDoctor 07989 200 961,
Email:
mainsdoctor@yahoo.co.uk
Website:
www.mainsdoctor.co.uk We
install for all audio and video
applications (Feb05(1)

AUDIOQUEST OPAL Truth
RCA, 1.0 mer (£260) £170.
QUAD 989 Brand new,can-
celled order (£4600) £3900.
Naim NAC 32.5 pre, with
phono stage, mint condition
£230. Telephone Jules on
01792 280061, Email
info@sounddrjuleshifi.co.uk
Web:
www.sounddrijuleshifi.co.uk
{Mar(l)

AUDIO RESEARCH M300
Mono Blocks Mkl status
(£12000) £3400.Tom Evans the
Groove, phono stage, 2yrs,
(£1800) £1200. BASIS DEBUT
Gold Standard Turntable, inc
custom dust cover, (£8,500)
£3490. Koetsu Red Signature *,
20hrs, (£2200) £1250.All mint,
boxed. Telephone Jules on
01792 280061, Email:
info@sounddrijuleshifi.co.uk
Web:
www.sounddrjuleshifi.co.uk
(Mar(l)

TRANSPARENT ULTRA B
Wire |2ft, WBT Bananas
(£3440) £1700. Siltec Arm
cable, lcheman bullets RCA's
1.Smts (£400) £250. Siltec 1.0
mtr RCA-RCA (£300) £170.
Sonus Faber Extrema's on dedi-
cated stands (£7800) £3200 All
mint, boxed. Telephone Jules on
01792 280061, Email:
info@sounddrjuleshifi.co.uk
Web:
www.sounddrjuleshifi.co.uk
(Mar(l)

LINN CD 12 ,Aug 02, mint,
boxed as new, (£12000) £8800
Linn Klimax Twin Power amp, 8
months old, as new (£6000)
£4700. Linn Kellidh's, black ash,
active cards, passive (£1000)
£450. AudioTechnica OC9 car-
tridge brand new £270.
Telephone Jules on 01792
280061, Email:
info@sounddrjuleshifi.co.uk
Web:
www.sounddrijuleshifi.co.uk
(Mar(l)

AUDIONOTE M3 Pre amp,
includes very good phono
stage, excellent condition, ex-
dem, fully guaranteed. (£4650)
£2100 Mark Levinson ML383
integrated amp (as new) (RRP
£6000) £4200.Wadia 16, 4yrs,
mint (£7450) £3100.
Telephone Jules on 01792
280061, Email:
info@sounddrjuleshifi.co.uk
Web:
www.sounddrjuleshifi.co.uk
(Mar(l)

VINTAGE WIRELESS
COMPANY LONDON
Website: www.
vintagewirelesslondon.co.uk
Buy-Sell-Exchange. Vintage wire-
less and classical audio. Repairs,
spares, restoration, modification
to all valve equipment. Quad II,
Leaks etc, shipped worldwide,
best prices. call us at.|7 Bell
Street, London, NW | 5BY.Tel:
020 7258 3448 Fax 020 7258
3449 Email:
vwirelesslondon@aol.com
(Dec04(l)

wiwvwhi-hwarld.poiunk

WORTHING AUDIO True
Sound Series Crossoverless
monitors 96dB efficiency, sin-
gle 8” driver, perfect for low
powered tube (S.E.T.) and
solid state. Dynaudio Crafts,
immaculate, boxed, with
Dynaudio stands £1250.
Musica Collins loudspeakers
by Bernard Thiel & Partners
(German) £1000 Tel:
Worthing Audio 01903 212
133 or 07900 9118 882
(Feb(l)

EAR PRODUCTS on perma-
nent demonstrazion, from
the wonderful 869 to the
rest.of the range. Kora
Explora 63 watt hybrid £450.
Dynaudio Contours {.3's
MkZ £699. Harbeth Super 5's
£1439. Restek Challanger
£600. Omega speaker sys-
tems TSRIR £1199. H-Cat
P12 £24%9. Kora Equinox
pre-amplifier MM £995. Kora
Hermes 96-192 valve DAC
£1199.Tel: Wor thing Audio
01903 2 2 133 or 07900
918 882 (Mar()

SILVER ARROWV 4N bplus -
Pure flat silver foil air inter-
connects and speaker cables.
RDC Aspekt 3 tier in black,
Editors ‘Choice Hi-Fi Plus,
£340.Audio Note CD Zero
transport plus Ix Signature
deck in silver £650 combo.
Mains leads, Experience
Fileration £75 per lead, £150
four way block. Tel: Worthing
Audio J1903 212 133 or
07900 918 882 (Mar(l)

THE MISSING LINK for
Fand crafted interconnects,
speaker cables, mains solu-
tions, DIY cables and materi-
als. Loan cables available. For

tull details phone 0115 877
9089 or see our website at:
www.the-missing-link.net
{Mar(l)

MARCH 2004 HI-FI WORLD & COMPUTER AUDIO

TOMTOM AUDIO -

The Naim Audio and 'Flat
Earth' specialists. We supply
mint pre-loved and ex-demo
Naim, Rega & Linn equip-
ment with full 12 month
money back guarantee.
Demonstration and mait
order fadilities. Stock list at:
www.tomtomaudio.com
cpen 7 days :ill late, Call
C1727 893 928 or 07974
028 33¢, Email:
tunes@tromvomaudio.com
with requiremerts. Vanted:
mint Naim equipment, cash
waiting, will collect. (Mar(l)

WANTED: DAMAGED or
non-functioning Krell power
amplifiers. Telephone Nick
Sheldor, 07947 245 651 or

Email:
nick_stelden@yahoo.com
| Cash waiting, will collect.
(Mar(h

NEW VALVE Amps; powers
£260; matching preamp £190;
other valve related goodies at
www.audioclassics.co.uk or
telephone 01942 257525 for
more information. Dealer
enquiries welcome. (Feb(f)

AMAZING CABLES! Solid sil-
ver interconnects from £110,
with air / teflon insulation and
WBT plugs. Solid silver / teflon
speaker cables from £250.
Fantastic performance, refund
guarantee. 0115.982.5772 after
7pm, email
bob@skydivers.co.uk (Jun(l

EX DEMONSTRATION
KLIPSCH speaker systems,
Klipschorns {£6200) £3250.
La Scalas (£2850) £1750.
Heresys (£1100) £700.
KG5.5 (£1000) £600. KG4.5

(£800) £500. KG3.5 (£650)
£4090. Tel: Midland Radio
Supplies 0121. 430 7817 or
evenings 0121 705 1060
(Mar(1)
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BARGAIN BULBS

S

If you've always thought of valve amps as femperamental and expensive beasts, think again.

World Audio Design’s latest kit is designed with the budget conscious beginner in mind.

The KeclB2 was created from a brief that demanded simplicity, ease of build
and a super low cost. In order to achieve a reasonable power output we
went for a push-pull amplifier.

We chose the ECL82, a triode/output pentode. This tube is readily
available and has a good sound. In push-pul' mode it delivers 8Watts.
Realistically you need a speaker of around 89dB er above. This is possible
at a budget price - try the smaller Triangle models, or a Tannoy mX3 or
even one of the older Missions like the 773e, or if you like buitding your
own speakers, try the Adire Audio HE10.1, as reviewed in HFW October
2002 issue.

You will see that the front has only a volume control, and it is fed by
one pair of phono sockets. A selector and tape/source switch were not
used in this amplifier as they are tricky to wire up, and the aim was to
make it easy to build. In fact, in many ways the Keel82 would be great
powering a second system, using a CD player as a source, and will definitely
give you a taster of what valves can offer. Measuring 30cm wide, 23.5cm
deep and | lcm height with feet, it is entrely self-enclosed. The valves are
visible through the four upper circular vent holes (one directly above each
valve). We have kept the look simple with the minimalist front panel holding
the volume potentiometer. The two-part chassis is constructed from
|.6mm mild steel with a durable black powder-coat finish. The whole unit is
very sturdy, weighing in at 9kgs.

The signal input is in the form of a pair of gold plated RCA phono
sockets that sit at the rear of the chassis. The speaker sockets accept 4mm
banana plugs as well as bare wire.The mains switch is positioned at the
rear of the amplifier, on the right hand comer for easy access. Mains power
is received via an IEC lead. The Kecl82 is based on a printed circuit board
(PCB).The PCB is easy to follow with all component names, locations and
orientations shown clearly. The amglifier requires no set up, you just turn it
on. The kit will come with comprehensive instructions taking you through
the build step-b-step.

SOUND QUALITY BY SIMON POPE

Purity is the key to this amplifier's design and sound. Because there's very
little to get in the way of the signal what you get is an exceptionally sweet
and simple sound that also has a superbly wholesome roundness to it. A
high quality recording of Mahler's Das Lied Yon Der Erde on Reference
Recordings showed that the Kecl82 faithfully reproduced all the depth and
space of a full symphonic orchestra witnout any problems. Violins were
smooth and sweet, as was percussion (which virtually sparkled) and the
woodwind section was especially impressive, with a spacious and airy
sound.

A run through Miles Davis's Kind Of Blue saw the little integrated
delivering a detailed and precise sound that highlighted the warmth of
Coltrane's tencr sax and the rich. deep sound of the upright bass. Rock
and Pop records such as Radiohead's 'Lucky' demonstrated that the valves
inside the amp, whilst small, are quite robust sounding, with commendable
clout and bass depth for a humble budget 8W valve amp. This is a great
introduction to the sonic art of the valve amp and a big upgrade for
anybody with a mid-price solid-state amp that wishes to swap over to
something more musically engaging, for a price that's virtually as cheap as
chips

IMEASURED PERFORMANCE |
+/-3dB I5Hz - 75kHz

8 watts into an 8 ohm load
850mV (suitable for CD)
0.5mV

Frequency response
power output
sensitivity

hum

The Kecl82 ampiifier kit is available from World Audio Design
Tel/fax: 00 44 {0) 1908 218836 or order on-line at
www.worldaudiodesign.co.uk

Keci82 ampilifier kit (UK price) £195.00
{inc. vat & carriage)

Keci82 ampillifier kit (EU price) £195.00
{inc. vat, exc. carriage)

Kecl82 amplifier kit (Overseas price) £170.00
{exc. carriage)
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BRILLIANCE custom-made
audiophile cables. Synergy
interconnects from £45. David
Price wrote, "The sound per
pound ratio is superb”, HFW
Jan04. Equally capable digital
and A/V interconnects and
speaker cables.

Email: brilliance@ntlworld.com
or telephone 07963 |17 341}
(Mar(l)

www.secondhand-hifi.co.uk
Typical used brands: Naim,
Neat, Mission, Rotel, Rega, |BL,
Quad. Stock changing daily.
Budget, sensible and esoteric
components sold to equally
demanding customers.Tel:
07966 047109 (Mar

NEW VALVE Amps; powers
£260; matching preamp £190;
other valve related goodies at
www.audioclassics.co.uk or
telephone 01942 257525 for
more information. Dealer
enquiries welcome. (Mar(l)

AUD OREPUBLIC, 78 Otley
Road, Headingley, Leeds, 01 13
217 7294 Yorkshire's newest
Hi-Fi retailer, stockists of Naim
Audio, Rega Research, Conrad
Johnson, Sugden, Dynavector,
(cartridges and amplifiers) and
many more. Please call for
advice. (Mar(l)

FARADAY TOWER low density
concrete cabinet floorstanding
loudspeakers. Sublime sound
and looks, see
faradaysound.co.uk for full spec.
Perfect condition, ABR bass,
black, reluctant sale, £700 ono.
Delivery possible.Tel: 01603
766 668 (Apr(l)

PURE EARTH and dedicated
mains (electrical) circuits design
and installation service. Contact
MainsDoctor 07989 200 961,
Email:
mainsdoctor@yahoo.co.uk
Website:
www.mainsdoctor.co.uk

We install for all audio and
video applications (Feb05(l)

VINTAGE WIRELESS
COMPANY LONDON
Website: www.
vintagewirelesslondon.co.uk
Buy-Sell-Exchange.Vintage wire-
less and classical audio. Repairs,
spares, restoration, modification
to all valve equipment. Quad I,
Leaks etc, shipped worldwide,
best prices, call us at.|7 Bell
Street, London, NW1 5BY.Tel:
020 7258 3448 Fax 020 7258
3449 Email:
vwirelesslondon@aol.com
(Dec04(!)

TRANSPARENT ULTRA Bi
Wire |2ft, WBT Bananas
(£3440) £1700. Siltec Arm
cable, icheman bullets RCA's
I.5mts (£400) £250. Siltec 1.0
mtr RCA-RCA (£300) £170.
Sonus Faber Extrema’s on dedi-
cated stands (£7800) £3200 All
mint, boxed. Telephone Jules on
01792 280061, Email:
info@sounddrijuleshifi.co.uk
Web:
www.sounddrijuleshifi.co.uk
(Mar(l)

LINN CD 12 ,Aug 02, mint,
boxed as new, (£12000) £8800
Linn Klimax Twin Power amp, 8
months old, as new (£6000)
£4700. Linn Kellidh's, black ash,
active cards, passive (£1000)
£450. AudioTechnica OC?9 car-
tridge brand new £270.
Telephone Jules on 01792
280061, Email:
info@sounddrjuleshifi.co.uk
Web:
www.sounddrjuleshifi.co.uk
(Mar(l)

AUDIONOTE M3 Pre amp,
includes very good phono
stage, excellent condition, ex-
dem, fully guaranteed. (£4650)
£2100 Mark Levinson ML383
integrated amp (as new) (RRP
£6000) £4200.WVadia 16, 4yrs,
mint (£7450) £3100.
Telephone Jules on 01792
280061, Email:
info@sounddrijuleshifi.co.uk
Web:
www.sounddrjuleshifi.co.uk
(Mar(l)

GUIDELINES FOR BUYING AND SELLING SECOND-HAND EQUIPMENT

classifieds

FOR THE BUYER
Not everyone is honest - Buyer Beware!
Don’t send cash!
Accept no verbal guarantees.
Have you heard the item or omething similar? If not,
why do you want it?
Don't pretend to have knowledge - it’s your fingers
that will get burnt!
Is it working? If not, why not?
Has it been modified and, if so, have notes been kept?
Was it any good in the first place?
Don’t send cash!
0. If you are in the slighest doubt, arrange an audition
(see point 5 ). If it’s too far, wait for another time.
. Either buy it or don't: vendors are excusably impatient
with ‘consultation’ exercises.
|2. Don’t send cash!

AW —

—v®Ne w

FORTHE SELLER
Not everyone is honest - Seller Beware!
Make no verbal guarantees.
Even ‘nearly new’ is still second-hand. If the
manufacturer’s guarantee is no longer in force, your
price should reflect this.
There is very little intrinsic value in second-hand hi-fi;
it's only worth what some one will pay for it.
The best guide to pricing is last month’s Classifieds:
that a ‘classic’ was worth £xxx a year or two ago is
no guide.Values fall as well as rise.

. Amateur second-hand dealing is not a big money

game: you win some, you lose some.

Be prompt with despatch. If in doubt about buyer's
bona-fides, either wash out the deal or send C.O.D.
There will always be time-wasters; be tolerant within
reason!

DEADLINE FOR APRIL 2004 ISSUE IS 5TH FEBRUARY 2004
APRIL 2004 ISSUE ON SALE 27TH FEBRUARY 2004

DEADLINE FOR MAY 2004 ISSUE IS 4TH MARCH 2004
MAY 2004 ISSUE ON SALE 31ST MARCH 2004

wwwhi-fiwarld.coluk
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The most important and expensive components of a valve amplifier

are valves and transformers. £200 or £500 for a pair of huge “push pull”

output transformers produces good bass + lots of “inter leaved” windings for

better high frequency and “stability”. Huge £150 mains transformers gives a

less “processed” sound. Selected “matched” set of valves cost £50 or £160.

If we could achieve the same quality of sound with £10 volume control ,
£10 wires , £10 capacitor , we could have saved a lot of money ! ! !

Money back guarantee (less £30 UK or £100 overseas) that you prefer :-
£850 or £1,000 or £1,250 or £1,450 "KT88 Triode Connection" ampilifiers
to most transistor amplifiers, most transistor / valve hybrid amplifiers,

most Single Ended valve amplifiers, most Ultra Linear valve amplifiers
selling for £2,000 to £20,000

£850 "KT88 Triode Connection" + high quality £350 "3 way" speakers
to “uitra linear” valve amplifiers + £600 “2 way” and “2.5 way" speakers

£700 EL34 valve amplifiers (40 watts + 40 watts) to most transistor
amplifiers and transistor / valve hybrid amplifiers costing £1,000 to £2,000

£500 EL34 valve amplifiers (40 watts + 40 watts) to most £700 amplifiers.

Telephone 01634 268662 anytime or 01634 373410 for Mr Andrew Everard’s
review in Gramophone Magazine and Summary of 21 testimonials from
satisfied customers. www.affordablevalvecompany.co.uk

www.affordablevalvecompany.com even our "standard

transformers
Buy direct & save £££
Shop prices are expensive
because of rent, rates, wages
Free UK delivery
Subsidised £50 UPS delivery
to overseas countries.

EL34
valve

£500

4 years of proven reliability. X
2 years guarantee. -

40 watts
+40watts

Big powerful larger

KT88 valves
are more
expensive
than 6550
valves

s8sive expensive
"potted”
ransforme

Unbelievably
' huge
transformers

Expensie
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Transmission

David Price remembers one of the most arresting loudspeakers of the nineteen seventies,

IMF's transmission-line TLS80...

e general consensus is
hat the nineteen seventies
was not a great time for
loudspeakers, particularly if
you were an audiophile
who, like me, came of age
in the eighties. The decade’s high-end
loudspeakers were seen as behe-
moths, often ridiculously large, need-
lessly complex and unfeasibly ineffi-
cient — like those American ‘gas guz-
zler’ cars of the same era.

In a sense it'’s a fair critique. After
all, the fifties and sixties produced
some seminal designs whereas the
decade that followed spawned
loudspeakers that complicated the
breed, but didn’t necessarily advance
it. (Quite how phase incoherent
multi-drive unit arrays in big wooden
boxes, complete with over-the-top
multi-element crossovers that sapped
vast amounts power were supposed
to improve on the likes of the ESL57
is anybody's guess...)

Still, despite a mess of monster
transducers that did little more than
melt the output transistors of
middling Japanese power amplifiers,
there were a select few stunning
designs, from Yamaha’s NS1000M and
Linn's Isobarik DMS to IMF’s TLS80.
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And if ever there was a quintessen-
tially nineteen seventies loudspeaker,
the TLS80 is it! A mirror-imaged,
four-way Transmission Line loaded
floorstanding design of vast size and
weight with the (then) obligatory
array of KEF and Celestion drivers,
it's one of the most startling
reminders of that decade’s
loudspeaker thinking. Standing
(appropriately enough, in ‘old
money’) 38_ " high, 16" deep and 18"
wide, it sported the legendary KEF
B139 flat (1 1_ x 8_" polystyrene)
‘woofer’ and Bl {0a (6" Bextrene
plastic) midrange driver, plus
Celestion’s famous HF1300 (I_"
cloth dome) tweeter and HF2000
(3/4" chemical dome) ‘supertweeter’.
The multi-element crossover carved
the music up into three frequencies,
375Hz, 3.5kHz and |3kHz, giving a
claimed frequency response of "20Hz
to beyond audibility"”, with a claimed
efficiency figure of 96dB for 40watts
("), and a matching impedance of 4-
8ohms and an amplifier power
requirement of 40-80watts.

As per all transmission loaded
loudspeakers, the rear of the IMF
TLS80’s KEF B39 bass driver was
exhausted into a tapered and filtered

passageway, giving bass right
down to frequencies where it
was felt more than heard. The
B110a midrange driver was
located within its own short
line preventing intermodulation
from return waves reflecting
from the back of the cabinet.
The combination of both a
Celestion tweeter and super-
tweeter was used to provide
adequate power handling and
extended response beyond the
limits human hearing — this
approach was very much in
vogue during the mid-nineteen
seventies, but curiously went
| out of fashion in the nineteen
| eighties; it’s only now that we're
reappraising the benefits of
supertweeters. The TLS80 was
fitted with a 3-position
‘perspective’ control; in the
normal "0” position the mean
hemispherical response was

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk

nominally flat, while the "-" position
pulled back the midband and the "+"
position boasted the midband and
high frequency response slightly.

The result was (and is) a real,
true, ‘full bandwidth’ audio
experience. Anyone used to today's
breed of nineties-style two-way
slimline floorstander will be amazed
at the sheer motive force these
loudspeakers possess. That's thanks
to both the great KEF BI39 (also
seen on Linn’s Isobarik, for example)
bass unit and the clever transmission
line design - plus the Celestion
supertweeter which, legend has it,
could reach all the way up to forty
thousand cycles per second!
Essentially, the TLS80s carry all of the
audio signal, from bottom to top,
with amazing evenness and
smoothness. By contrast, many
modern designs sound like they're
squeezing the music out of a small
upstairs window. Driven by a high
power transistor amplifier (such as
Musical Fidelity's A308), the results
are startling. There's tremendous
scale, clarity, depth perspective and
good old unreconstructed wallop.
Cue up something like Pink Floyd’s
‘Dark Side of the Moon’ and you get
a vast, widescreen performance — not
dissimilar to what you'd expect in a
studio.

The downsides? Well, they're not
the fastest loudspeakers on the
block, and while they sound very
clear and open, they're just a little
tardy with attack transients. Bass is
very strong and full, but not the most
agile or supple — this predisposes
them to classical music, where there
isn’t constant and repetitive bass
modulation. They also need serious
amounts of transistor power to get
the best from them — something
that’s most do-able now than twenty
five years back. Unless you're talking
at least 80W per channel, preferably
from something with Naim-like bass
grip (i.e.2a NAP250, NAP135 or
NAP500!), they’ll sound quite ‘sat
upon’ and ‘compressed’. Match
properly and for under £500 for a
perfectly preserved pair you'll have a
serious sonic experience.
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The New Classics: Upholding an award-winning tradition

Attention to detail wins hands down. Purpose-built by hand, the new Classics from Exposure have been garnering rave
reviews from hi-fi magazines far and wide; with our new Pre- and Power Amplifiers receiving the coveted Product of the Year
2003-2004 accolade by Hi-Fi Choice magazine. Adding yet again to the growing list of award-winning equipment already
in Exposure’s stable. And reaffirming our reputation as engineers of some of the world’s finest hi-fi.
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