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Hi-Fi Choice

Hi-Fi News

The New Classics: Upholding an award-winning tradition

Attention to detail wins hands down. Purpose-built by hand, the new Classics from Exposure have been garnering rave
reviews from hi-fi magazines far and wide; with our new Pre- and Power Amplifiers receiving the coveted Product of the Year
2003-2004 accolade by Hi-Fi Choice magazine. Adding yet again to the growing list of award-winning equipment already
in Exposure’s stable. And reaffirming our reputation as engineers of some of the world's finest hi-fi.
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This month's Hi-Fi World doesn’t have
page after page of assorted equipment
reviews, confidently pronouncing on the
worth (or otherwise) of what we've
listened to in isolation. Rather, it's all
about system building - hi-fi components
making music together...

‘Synergy’ is a much-maligned word, but
b if you want the best possible sound-per-

david price pound, then it's the beginning and the

end. Spending £300 on a well matched
system of classic hi-fi separates will give you more music than that a
few grand thrown in the wrong direction. Which is why this issue is all
about mixing, matching, tuning and tweaking.

You can read the other magazines for whizz-bang equipment
reviews - ‘this is great, that sucks’ - but if you want to know the key to
getting the best performance from whatever equipment you have now,
or intend to buy in future, then look no further...

To wit, we start the issue with three case studies. Our reviewers
were given the chance to come up with an interesting assemblage of
gear on fixed budgets. So we have an entry level two channel set-up
from Dominic Todd, a madcap vinyl combo from Stewart Wennen, and a
multichannel marvel from Patrick Cleasby. Now, you may not desire any
of these, but read the reports for an insight into how - and why - they
work so well together!

We've got no less than six pages devoted to showing you how to
fettle your existing system to give of its best - there's advice on
placement, alignment, interconnects, cabling, mains and supports, and
even a look at how you can transform your system with a few hours
work and even less cash by building a sand box.Then there’s an in-
depth feature on optimising your listening room’s acoustics for the best
possible sound, and an interview with Noel Lee, the name behind
Monster Cable and arguably the first man to make interconnects
respectable. Finally, Whest Audio’s brand new DAPI0.R audio processor
promises to transform CD sound, but does it deliver? Find out inside!

Eisewhere, this issue has lots of cool new kit - from the Marantz
PM7200K! amplifier (complete with switchable Class A operation) and
Mordaunt Short MS906 Avant floorstanding loudspeakers, to the
brilliant value new Perception Digital HD jukebox and Michell Orbe
Controller NC.

Factor in five pages of interesting and erudite comment, plus the
most comprehensive buying guide to classic and modern hi-fi you'll find,

and there are countless reasons to upgrade to Hi-Fi World magazine!Q('ca
\

vy

how we test the products:

@ Hi-Fi World has its own advanced test laboratory and acoustically treated
listening room.

@ Hi-Fi World has a dedicated in-house team of experienced listeners. We
review thoroughly by extensive auditioning, rather than by quick-fire
group listening tests.

® Hi-fi World's engineering team designs a wide range of products in-
house. No other hi-fi magazine is so expert and dedicated.

WORLD VERDICTS:

As a rule we only review products we find interesting, so don’t expect too many low
scores. Likewise, five globe awards will be few and far between because there’s only
one superlative product of its type. The £ sign denotes great value for money.

©® O OO ® OUTSTANDING - Simply the best.

www. hi=-fiworld.co.uk

0000 EXCELLENT - Extremely capable.
. . . GOOD - Worth auditioning.
o0 MEDIOCRE - Unremarkable.
O POOR - Seriously flawed.
£ VALUE - Keenly priced.
woww hi-fiworld.co.uk JULY 2004 HiI-FI WORLD
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system tuning special

SUPERTEST

INTRODUCTION 12

ENTRY LEVEL DIGITAL
SYSTEM 13

Dominic Todd rounds up a brace of affordable
audiophile components weighing in under
£1,000; Cambridge Audio's 640C CD player,
NAD's 320BEE and KEF's Coda 70
loudspeakers.

HIGH END VINYL
SYSTEM 17

Stewart Wennen puts together a £5,000 LP-
based system with a twist: Origin Live's
Aurora Gold/ Hadcock Integra GH242/ Music
Maker mk2 turntable, Creek OBH 22/ Tannoy
TA 1000 pre-power amplifiers and Tannoy
Fusion 4 loudspeakers.

MULTICHANNEL

SURROUND SYSTEM 21
Patrick Cleasby's £8,000 digital surround
sound system employs state of the art digital
connectivity: Sony SCD-XA9000ES, Sony TA-
AV9000ES and a brace of Monitor Audio
GR20 loudspeakers.

MONSTER INC. 44

Monster Cable was the company that made
people take hi-fi wiring seriously. Twenty five
years after its speaker cables first hit these
shores, David Price talks to its founder Noel
Lee.

GROOVE, CLEAN 46

Francis Tabor banishes the scunge from his
prized vinyl, when he takes Loricraft's PRC3
record cleaning machine for a spin...

GO WHEST?

One of the most interesting and unusual
accessories since Musical Fidelity's X-10D,
David Price tries out Whest Audio's new
'Discrete Audio Processor’, the DAPIO.R.

52

amplifiers

MARANTZ PM7200KI 54

Dominic Todd auditions this superb value new
£500 integrated, complete with switchable full
class A operation.
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digital recorders

PERCEPTION DIGITAL
HD-480 58

Here's a brand new hard disk-based digital
recorder complete with CD-R drive to make
your own music discs. Dominic Todd goes for
a burn...

loudspeakers

MORDAUNT SHORT
MS906 AVANT

How does this superbly finished pair of
budget floorstanders from the illustrious
Mordaunt Short stable fare in hands of
Dominic Todd? Find out here!

56

accessories

MICHELL ORBE

CONTROLLER NC 43

In which Michell's flagship vinyl disc spinner
gets a rare power supply upgrade, courtesy of
patented Never Connected technology...
David Price describes.

GRADO RS-1 51

With the superb Sennheiser HD650s now on
sale, is it worth spending twice as much on
these exquisite wooden bodied American
cans? David Price decides...

STANTON 680HP, 890SA
& 890RM 72

It's official! One of these moving magnet
cartridges is the best we've measured, and
one of sweetest we've auditioned. Stewart
Wennen and Noel Keywood reveal all...

TWEAKING:
THE GUIDE 34

A definitive guide into getting the very best
out of your existing equipment, this six-page
odyssey encompasses cleaning, cabling and
interconnects, supports and positioning. Along
the way, there are dozens of recommended
products ranging in price from £5 to £300.
David Price is your host...

ROOM ACOUSTICS 61
Noel Keywood explains the theory and
practice of tuning rooms.

ABOUT US 11

A chance to meet the team, and find out
precisely why Hi-Fi World is different...

sesvo b Giv
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o _ NEWS
THOMSON LYRA visit our website for a
PDP2860 74 EIINGENTRRRIE RN | NEXT ISSUE 9
IT expert Patrick Cleasby goes out and about . H
with this new aspiring iPod rival. prOdUCts we have reviewed SUBSCRIPTIONS 25
over the paSt " years Spare yourself the frenzied riot as you

struggle with the hordes to claim the last
copy of Hi-fi World in the newsagent -

Subscribe today!

SUBSCRIPTIONS HOTLINE
+ 44‘ (0) 1442 879097 g:i-dol’sce‘sfaﬁgla-noeiuisitely made,:n?

make classic micro system from Mitsubishi - a

Fax Number: brilliant second-hand buy at just £150.

+ 44 (0) 1442 8722179
Email address: WORLD AUDIO DESIGN 64

hifiworld@webhscribe.co.uk Solder in one hand, glue in the other, satisfy
your creative urges with a World Audio kit!

-y HI-FI WORLD LIBRARY68
CO m petltlo n A comprehensive selection of titles covering

audio, valve amplifiers, loudspeakers, solid

K

Your chance to acquire the superb Anatek state electronics and more.

Audio A50 integrated amplifier for the price

of a postage stamp! COLUMNS 77,78,79,80,81
2 6 Words from the front, from the team...

DIAL-A-DEALER 70
Look before you leap, or alternatively listen
before you buy. These are the people to talk
to.

MEET YOUR MAKER 76

| Not a call to the spiritual, but a list of
manufacturers detailing who makes what, and
how to get in touch.

SPECIALIST HI-FI
DEALERS 90

The perfect mix - excellent coffee, a
comfortable sofa, and someone who really
knows how to guide you through the world
of hi-fi.

WORLD CLASSICS 83

Brilliant designs that have stood the test of
time, listed.

WORLD STANDARDS 91

Our fave raves - the latest and greatest from
the world of contemporary hi-fi.

MAIL 99

The team get to grips with your comments
and queries from hi-fi land...

MARKETPLACE 106

CLASSIFIEDS 117

The place to find classic audio components.

ADVERTISERS INDEX 129

CLASSIC CUTS 130

'Pumped up' Patrick Cleasby rocks out to the
Scorpions' seminal slice of heavy-osity -
'Lovedrive'. Not ‘arf, great mate!
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Pure Sound

Linn's first combined stereo and multi-channel audio pre-amplifier,
the EXOTIK, is designed for the music lover who wants the most
accurate, involving sound.

EXOTIK offers access to a new generation of multi-channel music
formats without compromise.

If your interest is purely 2-channel performance, EXOTIK will
consistently exceed expectations.

If you've moved (or might consider moving) into muiti-channel
audio, EXOTIK is also the perfect partner for your multi-format source
product. Combined with a universal disc player such as Linn's UNIDISK
1.1 you will be able to extract the maximum performance possible from
the latest multi-channel formats including SACD and DVD-Audio.

A digital audio module is also planned and will be made available
separately to enable EXOTIK owners to experience multi-channel
audio with surround sound decoding without having to upgrade
their stereo source product. This means movies or music available
only in stereo can be enjoyed in the latest multi-channel surround
formats including Dolby Pro Logic il for an authentic cinematic
sound experience.

So whatever your interest, the EXOTIK offers purist audio performance

and will improve any high-performance audio system.

Linn Products Limited.
For more information or a demonstration

call 0500 888 909 or email helpline@linn.co.uk WWW. linn.co.uk
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AV-ING FUN!

Arcam's new (£1299.99) AVR300 AV receiver is an interesting synthesis of traditional hi-fi best practice and feature-packed surround
sound design. Described as "a lot more than crash and boom", it's said to be a very high performance 7.1 audiophile component that
makes use of the experience gained designing Arcam's £5500.00 FMJ AV8/P7 combo, to deliver both superb quality on music and
dramatic dynamics from movies, without compromising the advanced videophile feature set required by today’s AV marketplace. It
boasts the new Crystal CS49400, with 24-bit and 32-bit processing, at its heart, with the 24bit audio DACs, ADCs and volume
controls from Wolfson Microelectronics. Support is included for all current audio decoding, including DTS 96/24, DTS-ES, Dolby
Digital EX, Dolby Pro Logic lix and more. Video supports both component, RGB and S-video, and includes upconversion from
composite or S-video to component or RGB to help minimise the number of cable runs to a display. Three component / RGB video
inputs are available, all with sufficient bandwidth for HDTV.A programmable master audio delay of up to 220 milliseconds permits use
of digital displays without loss of lip sync. Its huge toroidal power transformer and seven identical ultra low distortion power
amplifiers are designed to audiophile standards. There is a direct signal path for both stereo signals and the 7.1 multi-channel input.
Power output is 120 Watts per channel into 4 or 8 ohms (two channels driven) and 100 Watts per channel with all seven channels
driven. Available in silver or black finishes, it's surprisingly compact at 430x145x450mm. For details, click on www.arca

HI, PERFORMANCE

This year's Munich High End hi-fi show saw the launch of Mordaunt Short's
new Performance high end loudspeaker range. The four-strong line-up sports
proprietary polymer resin cabinet construction, which makes possible radical
sculpting and has inherent mechanical strength, significantly improving sound
quality, it is claimed. Its Aspirated Tweeter Technology sees an elongated
metal diffuser floating freely from the rest of the cabinet. Along its length are
strategically positioned contoured vents eliminating coloration which plagues
traditional, closed-back cabinets. ATTTM means the Performance tweeter
literally 'breathes’, says Mordaunt Short. We also see the latest evolution of
the company's anodised aluminium CPCTM (Continuous Profile Cone)
driver technology, mounted on unique SDS (Sound Deadening Steel) chassis,
while bespoke silver-plated wiring is used throughout. The four-strong range
comprises a three-way floorstander with a £3,500 price, plus dedicated rear
and centre channels, along with a high power subwoofer with digital
amplifier. For more detaifs, click on www.mordauntshort.co.uk

IDRIVE MY IPOD

Belkin's new iPod Mobile Cassette Adapter plugs into your iPod and slots into your car's
in-dash cassette player to connect to your car stereo. Claimed to provide "outstanding
audio performance”, it costs £14.98.The iPod Tunedock Car Holder does what it says on
the tin, so to speak - place your iPod into the Tunedock and the suction cup will hold it in
position. The iPod Auto Kit and Dock Connector completes the package, charging the
iPod from your car's cigarette lighter. With an adjustable amplifier and a 3.5mm audio-out
jack, the Audio Kit can be used in conjunction with the Cassette Adapter to play your
iPod through your car stereo.An LED lights to show it's properly connected, and there's a
replaceable safety fuse to protect from short circuits. Price is £32.99 from www.dabs.com,

www.hifiworld.co.uk JULY 2004 HI-FI WORLD 7



ON THE WAY TO WEMBLEY

Wembley Loudspeaker has over thirty two years experience in repairing a
wide range of hi-fi classic speakers, and returning them to their original
sound when they begin to lose their clarity and strength. For more
information, click on:

" Welcome v The Souna Prectice, arcMtects f .
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K MARKS THE SPOT

After a period of apparent inactivity, Cyrus is back with two brand new
roducts which, the company points out, feature 'vastly different technolo-
iies whose roots lie seperated by sixty years'.The new Phono X is a
'esponse to the lack of a phono stage in the line up. It claims to be 'one of
he most advanced turntable pickup amplifiers'. Compatible with both mov-

ko'

~
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\ the sound prac’tice.
| architects of extraordinary
2 channel audio systems

ng coil and moving magnet cartridges, there are inputs for both, along with

« front mounted selector, meaning the Phono X effectively offers two
witchable phono inputs. Price is £750. DAC X is a new digital to audio con-
ertor, featuring '192kHz DAC technology'. Interestingly, it can be ordered
or upgraded) with dual mono, fully balanced preamplifier cards built in,
vhereupon in becomes the 'DAC XP'. Prices are £1,000 and £2,000 respec-
ively. For more information, click on: audio.c

van den Ky, M

. LEAD-ING EDGE DESIGN
van den Hul's The SCART boasts exotic
materials and high-end performance
for the "very sensible price" of
£80/m. This new high quality wide-
bandwidth 2| pin SCART cable is
said to deliver a clear and sharp
image, superb colour definition, vivid
contrast and lots of fine detail, even
on long runs. High-purity dense Silver-
Coated Matched Crystal Oxygen Free
Copper (MCOFC) cores & shields,
o special internal cell-PE insulation and
, extensive extra external shielding are
featured, along with a pearl white
¢ Hulliflex 4 jacket for protection against
. mechanical and environmental damage.
For details, point your web browser at

8 HI-FI WORLD JULY 2004 wwwihi-fiworld.co.dk

PEAK PRACTICE

The Sound Practice is new audio dealership in St
Albans, Herts., specialising in two channel music
systems from Living Voice, Border Patrol, Neat
Acoustics, Tom Evans Audio Design, Resolution Audio,
LFD Audio, Audio Physic and DNM/ Reson. Simplicity is
the key, just pure two channel music systems
presented in an informal environment where they can
speak for themselves and clients can get to know them
intimately. The approach is highly system lead, blending
components that in some cases have been designed
around each other in order to build solutions that
deliver musical performance that is far greater than
the sum of their parts. Amen to that, so say us!

Contact James Almey on 3, or click on



WORTH THE WEIGHT

Musical Fidelity's new kW 500 integrated amplifier
is the latest in an extremely interesting and original
g product line-up. This £3,995 is stunningly styled - far
more successful than the last range of high end
separates, in our humble opinion - and some interesting
engineering. The promise is of superfi sound at high end
hi-fi prices.The new kW 500 hopes to continue Musical
b Fidelity's tradition of making superb monster integrateds amps,
from the A1000 of the early 1990s through to the Nu-Vista M3
and Tri-Vista 300 of late. The amplifier is claimed to offer 'similar
performance’ to the original kW set-up, with the same kind of
unburstable power delivery, but in a more compact case. It sports a new-
to-the-marque military specification tube dubbed mu-vista (better known as
6112), claimed to be quieter, more linear and with far better low frequency
noise than the trivistor, "No sonic footprint” is the claim, along with massive power
and current delivery, virtually limitless stability margins, almost no distortior: from
virtually DC to in excess of 100kHz, with minimal feedback, and super-quiet mechanical
and electrical performance. For more details, contact Musical Fidelity on 020 8900 2866

BRIM FULL OF CHAKRA

Linn's new Klimax Chakra 500 Twin power amplifier is claimed to be, "simply the finest stereo power
amplifier Linn has ever made", no less. Its audio circuit topology is the result of more than five years
continuous development, using a patent-pending array of large bi-polar transistors as boosters, around a
single monolithic. Linn says that when output current is less than a few amps, all power output comes
from the monolithic, maximising the speed and linearity properties, but at higher output currents the bi-
polars provide the majority of the output current, leaving the monolithic to operate well within its
capability, able to correct any error instantaneously. Even under extreme overload conditions, like short
circuit, the monolithic never delivers more than a fraction of its safe output, while separate circuitry
protects the bi-polars, and so with safe current output virtually unlimited. It is highly efficient, running
cooler than any previous Linn amplifier design. The machined-from-solid clamshell construction of the
KLIMAX casework remains unchanged except for the incorporation of the discrete CHAKRA symbol
denoting the upgrade on the front panel. The compact aluminium case protects, screens and stabilises
the internal electronics and performs as the heat exchanger to cool the amplifier circuitry, with backup
fan-assisted cooling. For more information, click on » i

ISOTEK TALK

Isotek’s new Full

System Enhancer CD is
claimed to be able to
burn-in, demagnetise and
rejuvenate an entire audio
system allowing it to

function at its best. It
features three tracks, which
are a series of complex
composite-algorithm signals
designed to both thoroughly
burn-in the system and break
down magnetic fields leading
to complete demagnetisation,
suitable for all systems. Click on
m for more

w.isoteksystems
information.

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk

August's Hi-Fi World is all
about loudspeakers. Our
supertest puts a variety of
standmounters and floor-
standers against one another.
and throws in a classic to
boot! (Look out for the brand
new Epos M22 and Tannoy
Fusion 2 in the mix.) We
show you how speakers
work, what to look for when
buying and how to best set
them up - including a feature
on room acoustics, plus how
to tune your speakers to your
home. Factor in affordable
amplifier esoterica from
Audio Analogue and
Sonneteer, plus digital great-
ness from Musical Fidelity
and Marantz, and next
month’s issue should be
another essential purchase!

JULY 2004 HI-FI WORLD 9



Walrus Systems 11 New Quebec St, London W1
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Amplifon WL25 (left): 28W/channel using 6P3, £795
Amplifon WT40 (centre): 40W/channel using 6C33, £1995
Amplifon WT30 II (right): 31W/channel using 6H13, £1395

Amplifon is proving to be a huge success both with reviewers and customers alike - we are delighted! Now made in the EC (a
warm welcome to our Polish neighbours is in order), this range of three models, all superbly built, all featuring automatic biasing,
and all with large, wide bandwidth toroidal output transformers suitable for 4 or 8 Ohms, offer superb value for money. Sound
quality is reminiscent of the best classic designs of the past, but modern circuit techniques and transformers give an authority of
presentation and power reserve often lacking in older designs. Truly modern classics!

The Jadis Orchestra Reference (left) from
France, at £1699. Output of 40W/ch using
KT90s, and even featuring that long
missed attribute, tone controls - my, takes
me back!

The Consonance M100S (right), £1595, is
proving to be a reviewer's favourite,
offering a delicacy which is a speciality of
the 300B output valve, giving here
25W/channel.

For people who prefer the authentic Star
Trek look, the Shanling STP80 (left) fits
the bill perfectly! With superb build
quality, remote control, digital level
indicator, 35W/ch output, all for a mere
£1295. Oh, it sounds good too, by the way.

The Audiovalve Assistent 20 (yes, it is
spelt like that) is a little gem from
Germany, with a very musical performance
- sweet as a nut, we say. 30W/ch output,

in a neat chassis, for £1600.

The Musical Fidelity Trivista DAC: We have secured some of
the last remaining UK stock of this brilliant device. An utter
bargain for £1200 - and, as they say, once it's gone, it's gone!
Don’t delay - pick up the phone now.

Slinkylinks are solid
silver air dielectric

Cawsey may not be the best known cable
(others spend more on advertising) but it’s
quite possibly the best sounding. We have
been selling these Australian made silver
interconnects for several years and can
recommend them without reservation.
From £250 to £900 per metre set.

\

cables with the latest

bullet plugs, fantastic

sound at an amazingly

low price: £195 fora
1.2m set!

3 pIa 1111 B {2

air tangent amazon amphion amplifon apollo fumiture argento audible illusions audio physic audiovalve breuer
dynamic brinkmann cabasse cartridge man cawsey chord electronics clearaudio clearcover consonance decca
london dnm duevel dynavector ear yoshino ecosse final lab graham slee hadcock heart incognito infinity
isolda jadis jbl k2 klimo koetsu korato lavardin loricraft lyra michell engineering morch musical fidelity nordost
nottingham analogue opus 3 origin live ortofon papworth pro-ject rega revolver ringmat roksan shun mook
shanling shelter slinkylinks sme sonneteer spendor stax sugden sumiko tannoy tci cables tivoli audio tom
evans townshend audio transfiguration trichord trigon van den hul voodoo wireworld xlo




Hi-Fi World writers have extensive audio
industry experience - from designing the best
valve amplifiers, engineering bespoke pro audio
installations and mastering digital discs to
classic and modern hi-fi retailing. No other
magazine has such a diverse wealth of editorial
talent. No other magazine is able to combine
the new and the old, the classic and the
modern, the affordable and the expensive, the
raw and the cooked, with such authority:

PAVID PRICE

A passion for music from an early

hooked on hi-fi. His writ

1990 with New Musical

writing for Hi-Fi World he join

team at The Sundap Times, and now edits
tae Home Entertainment section of The
Menth alongside this magazine, A compul-
sive record collector, viny David's
fmvourite tipple, and he's crazy about classic
sudio oo - as his encyclopaedic krowledge of

Japanese high end attests

YWOOoD
technical joarnalist, his rigorous
informed by empirical measure
ments - has made an adelible impression 01
the UK hi-fi scene. After editing Hi-Fi
Answers in the 1970s and contribating o
at Response and Hi-Fi Revie
1980s, Noel went cn 1o launch Hi-F
in 1990, His cralle approach hus
famously seen him expose digital sudio's
technical failings, snd champion the cause of
his beloved valve amplifiers and high sensi-
tivity loudspeakers.

DOMINIC TODD
Working in hi-fi retailing
evels including saies, managemert, purchas-
raining and marketing - has given DT a
forensic knowledge of modern audio and

since 1991 - at al

video equipment. Living ut the 'cogl-face'
nakes him brilliantly placed to comment on
what kit works best and why, and to explain
he politics beliind it

HADEN BOARDMAN

His knowledge of classic kit is almost
unmatched - doubtless helped by him getting
bitten by the hi-fi bug at the tendes age of 9!
Haden's tastes are very much of the ‘valves
ard vinyl' ilx. his system displuying a welter
of British names from the 1960s t y with
his 1980s Marantz CD spinner. He's also o
keen kit builder, and is not afraid ta wield a
soldering ion in the noble cause of supenior
sound

PATRICK CLEASBY

After a steflar career in IT, Patrick’s love of
music drew lim to the field of muitichannel
music masteriag, which is now his vocation
His exhaustive knowledge of digital audio and
surround sound theory and practice makes
him perfectly placed to assess the latest DVD
Audio und SACD hardware and software

rineer sinoe the

970s, SW is still constantly amazed by the
poor quality of kit that some manufacturers
foist upon the buying public - bukds also
delighted when he finds a bargain His
redoublable experience of de ng and
building his ewn tumtables, electronics and
loudspeakers through the years makes hin® an
ideal HFW scribe, along with his obsession
with music

LJK SETRIGHT

X mun whose reputation precedes him, LJKS
has had a long and beilliantly distinguished
writing carecr, Most famous for h's quaries
century of contributions to CAR magazine, he
mas also had over one hundred books pub
lished, A gified, classically trained musician,
his passion for hi-fi eomes from an enduring
love of music. A keen Radio 3 listener,
LJKS's Linn Sondek turntable comes second
anly to his beloved Kremlinn tuner in his
affections

WHAT IS HI-FI WORLD?

An independent hi-fi magazine of fourteen years standing,
founded by Noel Keywood - one of the UK's leading
technical hi-fi writers.

WHY IS HI-FI WORLD SPECIAL?

Almost all hi-fi and home entertainment magazines are
owned by large media corporations that publish anything
that makes money, be it caravan, computer or mobile phone
titles. But we're different! As the only magazine published by
Audio Publishing Ltd., a small independent specialist
publisher, hi-fi isn't just a business for us, it's a way of life.

WHAT IS HI-FI WORLD'S PHILOSOPHY?

We are the only real world audiophile magazine you can
buy. No matter whether something costs 20p or £20,000,
we'll tell you if it's worth having - and why. Being
independent, we can write what we like, and we do. If it's
recommended in these pages, it's because we've lived with
it - and rate it. If we don't, then we'll not gloss over the fact
for reasons of commercial gain.

We don't print reviews of bad equipment - what's the
point! So everything inside these pages is interesting or
excellent, and usually both. Yet still we don't pretend
everything is fantastic. Not even the best equipment is right
for everyone - which is why go to great lengths to explain
the respective strengths and weaknesses of each bit of kit.
We don't knock stuff, we say why it will work in some
systems and why it won't in others - so you can make your
own mind up.

Unlike some titles, we don't delude ourselves that we're the
ultimate authority on everything, but the huge experience
of our team ensures that we're invariably pretty close to
the mark. Importantly, we back our subjective findings with
technical measurements - which ensures that everything we
review is a representative sample, and that we know what
ancillaries are best.

We don't pretend that every new product is better than its
predecessor.We're happy to recommend classic hi-fi when
it's better than modern stuff. This doesn't help our
advertising revenues, but it gets you closer to getting a
superb sounding system for the lowest possible price.

WHAT'S THE HI-FI WORLD SOUND?

Go into your local high street electronics emporium, and
you'll hear no end of cheap, forward, hard and showy sound
bits of audio kit. As we listen to music hour after hour
every day, we're not into this.We go for hi-fi - at any price -
that has the ability to communicate what the musicians are
trying to say. This means it must be rhythmically engaging
and dynamically expressive - but must also be able to
recreate a believable soundstage and a wide and varied
range of tonal colours.We don't like a hard sound, nor do
we enjoy the soft. It's got to be open and organic.
Interestingly, there is kit at all price levels that offers this
quality - although it often takes some finding. So we're
happy to recommend anything from an old, long-discon-
tinued £30 amplifier to a brand new pair of £6,000
loudspeakers - if they sound right!
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assemblage

There's more to life than reviews, you know. While we hi-fi hacks do our best to predict how
whatever bit of kit we're testing will perform in the real world, there's no substitute for
‘sucking and seeing'. To wit, rather than doing our usual ‘supertest' this month, we asked
three writers to put together systems and then explain how they got the best from them.

David Price takes up the story...

SYSTEM TUNING SPECIAL
ENTRY LEVEL DIGITAL SYSTEM

HIGH END VINYL SYSTEM
MULTICHANNEL SURROUND SYSTEM
TWEAKING: THE GUIDE

MONSTER INC

GROOVE, CLEAN

COLT STATUS

GO WHEST?

ROOM TUNE!

1 2 HI-FI WORLD JULY 2004

i-fi magazine readers

frighten me even more

than hi-fi magazine writ-

ers. It never ceases to

amaze that a rave review

- complete with that
extra, all important, fifth star or
globe - pushes people into shops
with wallets akimbo, credit cards
ready.

Are audio buyers really that
trusting of hi-fi hacks? Why do they
show such blind faith in the ability of
one reviewer on one day in one
system with one particular room
acoustic, one music taste, one set of
prejudices and preconceptions, to
deliver a definitive verdict on a
product that may actually make or
break it in the marketplace?

Frankly, it's daft. But | suppose
we're all lazy consumers at heart,
and many of us simply can't be
bothered to go into great detail as
to the relative merits of one product
against another. Hence the simple
appeal of a 'World Winner'-type tag
(well, we don't do that sort of thing,
but other mags do, if you get my
drift)... It's a sort of shortcut, | guess.

This of course completely misses
the point - as this supposed shortcut
can actually lead you a merry dance
three times around the block as you
try to get back on track.You see,
there are millions of permutations of
sources, amplifiers and loudspeakers
- and that's before you factor in the
cables, interconnects and supports! If
you're really going to be definitive as
a magazine, surely the best approach
is to review specific systems -
detailed right down to the make of
mains plugs?

Well, that's the idea behind this
month's supertest. We've lined up
three very different systems,
employing varying philosophies,
formats and budgets. First, Dominic
Todd takes an eminently 'sensible
shoes' approach for his £1,000

www.hi-fiworld. couk

starter system. He's played it
straight-down-the-line, showing his
knack for assembling a consum-
mately well balanced combination.
He's cut his cloth very much in the
modern way - 25% for each of the
three components, and the final
quarter for the stands, supports and
cabling.

Second, we enter the wacky
world of Stewart Wennen. He's
shown some very interesting
thinking, allied to some good old
fashioned practice too. He's allocated
nearly 60% of the budget to his
source. This is rare in these days of
digital, but was practically the norm
some twenty years ago when vinyl
was the only serious front end -
which it is in his system too. He's
also opted to use a 'pro audio’
product in an attempt to give him
serious wallop at a low price (which
is what pro stuff does, along with not
blowing up when you turn the
volume past one o'clock...) Pro gear
has a stigma (poor sound quality, lack
of sophistication) in the hi-fi arena,
but like all stigmas, it's just prejudice
and therefore well worth ignoring.
Then, he's gone for a pretty
inexpensive pair of speakers - costing
one ninth of the source! - which he's
spent weeks tuning and fettling.

Third is Patrick Cleasby's set-up.
He's gone off in another direction.
This time it's a largely one-make,
high end multichannel system. He's
chosen a digital linking SACD player
and processor/amplifier combo for
maximum signal integrity, and then
piped it out to a brace of excellent
mid-price floorstanders. Many hours
were taken setting it up, with the aid
of its elaborate digital self-calibration
system and amazing acoustic config-
urability, and the whole lot was
sealed with some choice
interconnects. Although multi-
channel surround, it's music only -
and it shows. Enjoy!



NAME:
BUDGET:
SOURCE:

DOMINIC TODD
£1.000

AMPLIFICATION: NAD 320BEE integ
LOUDSPEAKERS: KEF Coda 70 loudspeake

everal months ago |
reviewed a complete NAD
system. Although it per-
formed we, it was frustrat-
ing to think that, were |
able to tweak it a little, it
could have sounded so much better.
Well, now'’s my chance to do just
that and, in the time honoured tradi-
tion of separates, cherry-pick my
favourite budget system!

In this set-up, audio nirvana has
hopefully been achieved by seeking
out three manufacturers each with a
rich heritage in their particular field
and strong contenders in today’s
market place. This is important as no
matter how worthy a manufacturer's
past.it’s no guarantee of a decent
present day product.

No one could accuse the
Cambridge Audio Azur 640C of not
having the mettle to uphold the
honour of its forbears.With classics
such as the CD| and CDA4SE,
Cambridge really knows how to
produce a decent CD player. I've
chosen the 640 over the 540 model,
as the gains in sound quality are
really quite significant for your extra
£50.The Wolfson DAC is upgraded
from the WM8716 to the posher
WM8740, and it even has its own
power supply. Combined with
uprated filters this pushes the
quoted signal to noise ratio up from
100dB to | 17dB. It's a difference you
really can hear, with superior
separation and greatly improved
dynamics making the 640C one of
the finest CD players under £500.

When it comes to budget
amplification NAD, of course, has an
equally envious reputation. The 3020

Cambridge Audio Az

zar 640C CD player
amplifier

was a legend in its time and, with the
prices it still fetches second-hand
today, has proven it’s still a force to
be reckoned with.You can'’t actually
buy a new 3020 today but you can
buy its descendant, the C320BEE. The
BEE part of the name references
Bjorn Erik Edvardsen, NAD’s
Scandinavian audio director, who as
well as designing the 3020, has
breathed life into the already decent
C320.

Like the Cambridge, it features
top quality audio components for the
money. The Holmgren Toroidal power
supply provides a useful 50wpc, and
is matched by a Class-A modular
preamp stage and discrete circuitry.
Typical of NAD, you'll find the power
rating conservative.When we

“the system offers first-rate rnythm,

select. Whilst there is little
competition for NAD and
Cambridge at the budget end of the
market, the £200 ‘speaker sector is
heavily fought. Mission, Mordaunt
Short, Acoustic Energy, Epos, Tannoy
and B&W all deserve a look in here,
yet | settled on the KEF Coda 70s as
they are simply the finest all rounder
at £200 in my opinion. Of course, as
with NAD and Cambridge, KEF too
has a rich heritage that goes way
back when with Cresta and Coda
models. Equally, though, their current
model is still top of the pile.When |
reviewed the Coda 70 back in
October 2002 | felt the model to be,
"one of the best at the price". That
hasn’t changed, and just one look at
them should convince you why. The

timing and sheer cohesion”

measured the amp’ in October 2002,
we found the actual power output to
be more like 80wpc! As you'd
imagine from an integrated with such
a generous power output, the sound
quality is solid and weighty. Yet it’s
also unusually subtle and textured
for a product of this price. It's these
qualities that lead me to it over the
Cambridge Azur 640A amp that,
good though it is, sounds a little
mechanical in comparison. Feature-
wise the NAD is fully loaded, with
only the lack of a second set of
‘speaker outlets being a potential
hindrance.

Of all the three components, the
‘speakers proved the hardest to

www hi-fiworld.co.uk

Medite cabinet is immaculately
finished in a real wood veneer good
enough to grace a ‘speaker of twice
the price. Although the paper cone
and aluminium tweeter may not look
much, it’s the way they are mounted
in a rigid die-cast chassis that so
impresses. However you look at, or
indeed measure, this ‘speaker it
shows signs of being superbly
engineered. The smooth yet
responsive balance should suit the
others perfectly, and the slight lack of
real bass should be compensated for
to a degree by the NAD’s meaty
bottom end.

The downsides of splitting the
electronics are two separate remote

JULY 2004 HI-FI WORLD
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controls and,

in comparison to the Cambridge’s,
the NAD remote does look rather
plasticky. With regard to aesthetics,
wonder of wonders, both units are
now available in silver. This gets over
the awkwardness that having a grey
NAD in a black system always used
to create. There are still design
differences, such as the front panet
material and colour of screen-
printing, yet you'd have to be
extremely picky not to be happy with
the looks of this budget combo.

SOUND QUALITY

Of course the main reason for going
for a budget separate system in the
first place is not style, but sound
quality. Rigging these three up didn't
disappoint. Royksopp’s 'So Easy' set
the ball rolling with an immediately
appealing and involving sound. The
solid and expansive bass response
suggested that the C320BEE did
indeed play its part in filling out the
KEF’s bottom end.The bass still
didn’t quite reach the lowest depths
of some floorstanders, but then the
pay off came in superb timing that no
floorstander of this price could
match. Short of a full Naim set up it
would be hard to think of a
combination with such an addictive
sense of rhythm and drive. Given
this, it's perhaps surprising to find
that the soundstage is far from
sparse. There was excellent depth of
sound and broad staging. It didn't
reach quite so far into the room as it
might have done; yet the balance
struck proved involving without
being intrusive. Overall, and despite
its timing and pace, the sound was on
the warmer side of neutral. Given
the modern preference for wooden
floors and sparser furniture, though, |
don’t think that this would be such a
bad thing within many people’s
listening environments. It also makes
for a fatigue-free listen over longer
periods of time.

The White Stripes’ 'Seven Nation
Army' provided a sound somewhat

azur 640C

O OO0 00

leaner and rawer. Truth be told, the
combo was perhaps a tad on the
overly refined side here.The electric
guitar had fine definition and
presence, but didn’t rip from the
‘speakers quite as it should. | would
put this characteristic down to the
KEF's rather polite presentation but,
as we shall see later, one that's not
irredeemable. In other respects, the
combo came up trumps.The
percussion had the sort of leading
edge attack that really drove the
song along.Vocals were well
separated, textured and pushed
forward into the room.The best
aspect of all was the fact that nothing
sounded overblown. With the
exception of the guitar, it was an
exciting performance, yet one that
could fully recreate the
ambience of the
recording studio
complete with its
rather old-
fashioned kit.
There
was no
shortage
of realism
when it
came to
QT
Quartet’s
'Hold That

with

Royksopp’s 'So Easy', perhaps the
lowest bass notes could have been a
little fower. This would have further
enhanced the dynamic response, yet |
doubt that the few ‘speakers capable
of this would equal the coherent and
pacey response of the KEFs,

When | first reviewed the KEFs |
was especially impressed by their
consistency with a broad range of
music, and it was this marvellous
quality that came to the for again
when | switched to Classical music
and Rimsky-Korsakov's Sheherazade.
With 'The Story of the Kalendar
Prince’, the system was most
beguiling. For a metal domed tweeter
the KEF's is remarkably sweet with
string tones. Yet, unlike some, this
sweetness isn't to the detriment of
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either.

Many

‘speakers

struggle with the pulsating upper
bass line that can appear to want to
move just a little faster than the
woofer cone wants to, But there was
no such problem with the Coda 70's
small paper unit. The system set a
cracking and suitably relentless pace
that | would challenge anyone not to
tap their foot, or at least nod their
head, too. In short it did a super job
in building the drama and tension of
the piece and then letting it rip with
an ardent and dynamic intensity. As

www.hifiworld.co.uk

detail, far from it in fact. Each
instrument had plenty of space
around it and subtle string stokes
could easily be depicted. Where the
system really astounded was that
whilst strings were smoothly and
sweetly portrayed, the percussion
and brass section were equally
realistic. This time, though, it was
vibrant, occasionally brash but always
utterly convincing that here was an
orchestra of divergent character and
not one glossed with the same sonic



brush.

As it stands | feel that the system
offers first-rate rhythm, timing and
sheer cohesion with a wide range of
music. It's the sort of system that
you could put any music on, sit back
and enjoy without wishing for more
bite or refinement. As with any hi-fi
it’s not perfect, and the lack of truly
deep bass and occasional over
refinement of sound are it’s vices, but
that's not to say they can't be
overcome, at least to some degree.

TWEAKS

Initially I'd set the system up on my
usual Custom Design stand, Apollo
Olympus ‘speaker stands and with
standard cables.As with all separate
systems a bit of tweaking can make a
world of difference, so | set about to
improve the bass response without
harming the systems already
impressive timing and clarity. The first
part was easy: system support. It
would be daft to spend a dispropor-
tionate amount here, but a good
quality system support and ‘speaker
stands will both make a noticeable
difference.

Turning to the stands first, |
found that the Apollo Olympus
stands actually suited the KEFs very
well. Essentially they prefer a stand
that's 24" in height and with a solid
column as opposed to open design,
with the extra mass helping to flesh
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0000000

the bass response out that little bit
more. If you can afford them, the
Partington Super Dreadnoughts
(£140), will do the job better still, but
otherwise the £80 Apollo Olympus
remain my choice. For best results |
filled them with a mixture of sand,
lead shot and polystyrene pieces, and
attached the ‘speakers with Black Tac.
Blu-Tac will do but, if you can get
hold of it, Black Tac is stickier. |
wouldn'’t use top spikes with these
‘speakers, as openness of sound isn’t

a problem whereas bass wallop is.
This stand combination maximises
the bass’ potential.

One can pay an awful lot for a
system support, but 've found both
the Sound Organisation Z545 (£180)
and Revolver R105 (£150) to be
superb value for money. They both
offer glass shelves which tend to
offer a slightly brighter sound, and
the Revolver is even fully assembled,
so it's particularly rigid. Using either
should focus the sound stage,
improve separation and also provide
practical benefits such as component
cooling. A neat touch with the
Revolver is to fill the chunky support
legs with sand, adding further
damping isolation.

With any budget system my
automatic recommendation would
usually be DNM Reson ‘speaker cable
and interconnect. Having tried this
combination it did, as always, perform
superbly, bringing out every last once
of detail whilst really allowing the
music to gel.Yet as musical as it was,
it wasn't perhaps the most exciting
of choices, so | experimented a little.
Interconnect wise | settled on the
Cambridge Audio Studio Reference.
At £40 it’s the same price as the
DNM, but offers a much more
expansive and bolder sound. It’s a
cable that | have tried before and
found to be just too overpowering,
but it worked a treat here.The even

better news is that a slightly
superior sounding half-meter
version is available for £5
less. With it, The White
Stripes’ guitar had
just that bit more
attack. After
trying a variety
of ‘speaker
cables | found
nothing that
beat the
consistency of
the £6.95 per
metre DNM
Reson,so |
stuck with it.
As it’s a solid
core it should
be kept as short
as possible and I've found that
lengths under 2.5m really do sound
livelier than longer runs. Sticking a
plug on the ends really won't make
any difference so I'd save my money
towards an extra, bi-wiring length, of
cable instead. When | initially
reviewed the system | had it bi-wired
anyway, but removing it did muddy
the sound, especially around the
lower treble area.

The final tweak | made was to

change the Cambridge's standard

rld Radi
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mains lead for a Kemp Elektroniks
Lo-Power cord. This £45 main lead is
a chunky Dutch affair, and filled out
the bass of the Azur 640C nicely;
exactly what we were looking for.
With afl the tweaks completed |
found just the sort of improvement
in bass and attack that I'd been
looking for. No, the response still
wasn't as deep as that as some
floorstanding rivals, but it was
impressive none-the-less and, most
importantly, the systems innate sense
of timing had been enhanced rather
than compromised. For this sort of
money, for once, I'd be hard pushed
to think of anything better!

PRICES:

Cambridge Azur 640C
NAD C320BEE:

KEF Coda 70
Revolver R105

Apollo Olympus 24

Cambridge Audio Studic Ref 0.5m
DNM Reson

KE Low-Power cord |.5m

JULY 2004 HI-FI WORLD

£250
£220
£200
£150
£80pr
£35
£6.95/m
£45
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definitive audio

Definitive Audio creates e quality of musical experience that is irresistibie.

We achieve this using some of the world's most spiendid conlraptions and by

aemploying a value system that places musical considerations above all
others.

QOur inventory includes the tantalising KSL Kondo ampilifiers from Japan. We
have the M7 Line, M7 Phono, M77 Ongaku, the Neiro Integrated and of
course the extraordinary Gakuoh. We also have a range of single minded

amplifier designs from, amongst others, Border Patrol. Art Audio and Sugden

Our Aladdin's cave of ar treasures ludes 12 of moving coll
cartridge, the Kuzma Airiine. Triplanar 6, and SME Serles V tonearms.
Keeping this company is an enviable selection of turntables that includes the
unequivocal SME Model 30 and Kuzma Stabi Reference.

We have the complete range of Living Voice loudspeakers including the
intemationally celebrated Avatar OBX-R2.

More importantly we have an attitude and an intent that breathes new life,

interest and fascination into your relationship with music.
Call us for an informal chat or to arrange an appointment.

Sale of part exchanged and ex-dem items Sale

Merlin Music Systems VSM/M louspeaker system in dark gloss blue. See
www.merlinmusic.com for this acclaimed US speaker - 4 weeks old - spotless

- boxed - not even run in - includes BAM active bass e.q. module £4000
Aloia PST 11.01i Hi-end 2 box pre-amp - Italian style - slick and snazzy. One

lady driver. 12 months old - boxed - perfect. Well reviewed - see HiFi+ £1900
Audionet CD player. Six months okd £1700
Voyd turntable. Black ash - reference bearing & piatter - split phase psu - with

SME mount £900
Pro Ac Studio 200 - yew - nice - vgc £1000
Rega RBY00 tonearm. Boxed - unused - no offers £500
Lavardin 15 power amp. As new - 11 months - boxed - as good as new £850
Nottingham Tram Line - mistaken vanity purchase - hardly used offers?
Naim SBL. Walinut - boxed - 10years old. Fine working order, good condition

No conversations or chit chat - take ‘em away at only £400
Musical Fidelity M3 NuVista - 18 months - boxed £1900
Musical Fidelity NuVista CD player - 18 months - boxed £1900
Ariston RD11 turntable with Signet low mass arm + Living Voice Mystic Mat

Very good - better than LP12 £350
Roksann Xerxes Cognescenti. SME cutout. Needs service - take it away £300
Hovland Sapphire - L gift - gi y - no offers £3000
ATC SCM50 monitors. Oak - vgc - classic studio monitor £1700
T.E.A.D. Groove moving magnet phone stage - bargain £1200
Linn Kelidh loudspeaker. Good condition - giveaway £300
Rega Planar 3 (includes RB300) Black £120

Snell K, JIl, Ell cabinets. Lovely finish but perished drive units - per pair £100
Canary Audio superb pre-amps and power amps - various - ring for details <

New

£8000

£2800
£2300

£2000
£2150
£650
£1400
£200m

£3000
£3000

£7500

£1800

Tel: 0115 973 3222 Fax: 0115 973 3666
internet: www.definitiveaudio.co.uk emali: shout@definitiveaudio.co.uk

The BorderPatrol P20

'One of the best music appreciation devices
available.’

Jason Kennedy Hi-Fi Choice Summer 2002.
EDITORS CHOICE

Full details on the P20 and other BorderPatrol
amplifiers and power supplies can be found on line
at www.borderpatrol.net

Tel/fax 00 44 (0) 1242 717171
e-mail bp@borderpatrol.net
www.borderpatrol.net

BorderPafrol

‘The ultimate format deserves the ultimate design

| The supremacy of vinyl quality over digital is set to continue - especially with the spectacular levels
of performance now available through the new Origin Live tonearms. If you are in the slightest
| doubt as to the groundbreaking nature of these arms and their ability to transform your turntable’s
performance, we suggest you investigate the reviews and arrange an audition. Shown above is the
| new “Linn fitting” base with built in VTA adjuster, making the arms quick and easy to fit to LP12s

There may be better value |
propositions around to
upgrade your system but
if there is I haven't heard
them...A fantastic product
then from Origin Live and
this particular audiophiles
dream review tool.”

TNT AUDIO MAGAZINE

“...the best tonearm I've
heard ” HI FI WORLD

Winner of Stereo
Times magazine Most
wanted component of |

2004 award

among others. We guarantee all arms above the Silver to outperform any other arm regardless of “Simply stated, the Origin

' price or your money back.

Origin Live, Unit 5, 362b Spring Road, Sholing, Southampton SO19 2PB
Tel / fax: 02380 578877 E mail: info@originlive.com

w www.originlive.com
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Tonearms
Conqueror - £2500 [lustrious - £1570 Encounter - £970 Silver - £599 OLI from - £124

www.hi-fiworld.co.vk

Aurora Gold turntable pro-
duce the best musical results
of any turntable I've ever
heard, regardless of price....It
sets a new reference”

STEREO TIMES

Live Illustrious tonearm / ‘




NAME:
BUDGET:
SOURCE:

£5 000

AMPLIFICATION:

LOUDSPEAKERS:

lannoy Fusion 4

hen our esteemed
leader asked me to
do this review | was

very happy, because |
could finally get to
choose any toys |
wanted! My brief was to select some
synergistic camponents and make
them work well together. Rather
than going for the usual upper mid-
price suspects, | decided on an eclec-
tic mix of the weird and the wonder-
ful. Frankly, this isn't a combination
that automatically suggests itself. But
it really works, and in an interesting
way. By combining 'hair-shirt audio-
philia’ (turntable, arm, cartridge, pas-
sive pre) with good old unrecon-
structed pro audio punch (power
amplifier) and state-of-the-art afford-
able domestic (phono stage, speak-
ers), the result was big audio dyna-
mite!

The front end comprises an
Origin Live Aurora Gold turntable
coupled with a Hadcock GH 242
Integra pickup arm with Music Maker
mk.2 moving magnet cartridge. The
turntable was used in my tonearm
supertest a few months back - if you
want more details, then check it out.
It is an innovative suspended sprung
subchassis design that's far better
than the Michell turntable in my
opinion, as it has very little sonic
signature [neither does the Gyro! -
Ed].This is of course a very good
thing as this turntable does little or
no damage to the signal integrity,
which is what we're all looking for
from a hi-fi component!

STEWART WENNEN

Origin Live Aurora Gold turntable
Hadcock Integra GH242 tonearm
Music Maker mk 2 cartr

I'richord Dino phono stag

Creek OBH 22 preamplifier
Fannoy TA 1000 power amplifier

group test

The pickup arm |
chose is the Hadcock
GH 242 Integra
(wired with Incognito
cable) and of course
it's a unipivot design. |
experienced
absolutely no
problems using the
cue lever even
though the OL
turntable is a sprung
type of design. This is
due to the very
smooth operation of
the lift mechanism
and extremely good
engineering practice.
Unipivot design arms are legendary
in their stereo image reproduction
and their ability to track cartridges
with aplomb.

The Cartridge Man (aka Len
Gregory) builds (almost entirely by
hand) his Music Maker mk 2
cartridge in this country. It is a
moving iron type of cartridge and so

the front of the body is vertical! The
output of this cartridge is 4mv and
should present no problems for the
Trichord Dino RIAA. It also has one
of the widest bandwidths available.

This combination had one of the
clearest stereo images | have heard
for many years, with an almost wall-
to-wall stereo image. Bass is

“| decided on an eclectic mix of the weird
and the wonderful...”

does not suffer from the combined
effects that moving coil generators
have. These are generally shown as a
steadily rising frequency response
due to the mass of the coils as well
as a lump in the response at the bass
end.The Music Maker tracks at 1.6
grammes and has to be aligned so
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extremely well reproduced with kick
drums retaining their impact - a very
rare occurrence - while the listening
experience was made richer. The
tracking ability of this arm and
cartridge combination is beyond
question; it even tracked my audio
assault course. John Williams' guitar
had a great deal of body, even though
it was recorded in mono. His
breathing became laboured as the
pace of the music increased, and his
fretwork was carried exactly - not
too far forward or too deep in the
image. James Brown's music had
visceral content that is rarely heard,
unless you have the master tape...
Creek's new OBH22 passive
preamp is remote controlled, relay
protected and includes a mute
switch. Inside is an ALPS pot, and the
whole unit is powered by a small
‘'wall wart' PSU.The well-penned
manual warns the user against
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attaching large cables, as the unit can
be dragged off the support due to its
very low mass! This unit gave a very
good account of itself, sounding
extremely crisp with a very wide
stereo image. | also used a Creek
CD50 Mk 2 compact disc player
(reviewed as a stand alone unit some
months ago), which displayed a rich,
wide and very powerful quality. This
turned out to be a natural match for
the chosen components!
Amplification is rather unusual in
that | chose a professional power
amplifier from Tannoy.You may think |
am crazy - after all, aren’t pro amps
noisy and bulky? The answer to both
these questions is categorically 'no
they are not" Tannoy produces a

range of affordable amplification in
the shape of the TA600, TA1000 and
the TA1400. All of these amplifiers
are fan driven, but their fans are
mounted deep inside the case so
have a quiet noise floor, and they are
all semiconductor designs. The heart
of an amplifier is the power supply
and Tannoy have not skimped here;
the PSU is gigantic! With an
enormous current swing available,
these amplifiers show great promise.
This amplifier reminded me of my
reference Crown DC300a power
amplifiers.

The loudspeakers are also
Tannoys - this time from their
‘domestic hi-fi' division. The new
Fusion 4 floorstanders are natural

developments of the old Mercury
MX series speakers. These, the top
floorstanders in the range, stand
almost one metre tall with a width of
200mm and a depth of 272mm.
Elegant in their apple-effect veneer,
they certainly look the business with
their two bass drivers and a single
treble unit between the bass drivers.

SOUND QUALITY

First, the turntable combination. Viny!
has - as a result of years of research
and development - unequalled sound
quality. But to extract this the
turntable has to be set up correctly
with the cartridge in exactly the right
attitude in the pick up arm. George
Hadcock's data sheet is very good at

informing the listener as to the set
up regime required for the Integra.
Although the arm looks a little
unusual fitted with the Music Maker,
as the arm pillar seems to be too
high. This is due to the shape and
position of the generators inside the
unit. It is most important to follow
Len Gregory's instructions to the
letter! As | pointed out earlier this is
a high output moving magnet
cartridge and does not need a step
up transformer (thereby having a
much smoother reproduction than a
moving coil with all of the problems
that coils display) so another
component is left out of the listening
chain. | found that this cartridge
tracked (at 1.56g) very securely with
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no hint of "sizzle" at all. (This was
achieved using the Cartridge Man's
Digital Stylus Force Gauge, watch this
space!)

Image stability from this front
end was tremendous, the cartridge
sounding better than some moving
coils I've heard at almost three times
the price. Speed and depth were
exemplary. This combination was
much more organic than the Music
Maker and Hadcock Export. Music
took on the characteristics that the
producer first intended. Although the
Export at £599.25 is almost one
hundred pounds cheaper, I'd
personally overlook this cheaper
variant and go for the Integra. Put it
this way, | recently sold my SME
SeriesV as a result of listening to it...
| find the imaging and the frequency
extremes far better than SME's
flagship model. And with the Music
Maker installed in this arm, there's a
natural synergy. Len Gregory's
cartridge is as happy with opera as it
is with soul and rock music. UB40's
seminal ‘Present Arms' LP was so
precise that it was almost
unbelievable - the trumpets had bite,
while the vocals possessed a
smoothness | have rarely heard even
on my reference system,

As an aside, | have felt for years
that a moving magnet
cartridge can have a far
better sound quality than a
moving coil of the same
price. Moving magnets are
relatively immune to small
capacitance differences
unlike coils. They seem to
get a better grip of the
music, which is transferred
to the amplifier and then to
the listener. The Music
Maker is no exception to
this rule - just drop it into
the groove and listen!

Moving away from the
source in isolation to the
system as a whole, and it sounded
very good indeed - with extremely
wide stereo imaging and the greatest
height | have heard with commer-
cially available units! However, bass
was a little loose on all signal inputs -
so this was not a front-end problem,
but rather due to speaker positioning
and possibly a cabling effect. So the
tweaking began! | duly hefted a pair
of paving slabs into position under
the Fusions, and the effect was
immediately obvious. Bass
reproduction was noticeably better
with the transient content better
displayed, but the sound was still not
quite right, so it was obvious that the
foam reflex bungs had to go.The
sound was now a great deal better,



with the midrange hanging in mid-air
across the front of the stereo image.
Bass now had impact and seemed to
support the music. But still all was
not well!

A change of loudspeaker cables
was called for so | dug out my
reference cables, which are made by
Doncaster Cables primarily for
three-phase electrical installation!
These cables are 25mm in diameter
and contain four individual wires,
sheathed in PTFE insulant; they are a
screened cable with the shield
surrounding the four conductors.
These cost a lot less than hi-fi
loudspeaker cable. Directionality is
critical, so the legend on the outer
sheath should read from the
amplifier to the loudspeakers. Now
we are cooking - tight, taut, deep
bass with an almost liquid midrange
and extremely smooth treble...

The Tannoy TA1000 was not
performing to its utmost so it was
placed in my racking system and the
signal cables were changed. |
substituted the QED Qunex with a
length of Musiflex professional cable,
which | equipped with Neutrik XLR
connectors and some fairly cheap
phono connectors. The sound was
dramatically different; it had pace and
impact whilst still retaining the silky
smooth treble and midrange that the
Music Maker/ Hadcock is capable of.
As a result of this cable change all of
the cables were replaced with
Connectronics Musiflex
interconnects (in a semi-balanced
configuration) and the difference was
so obviously more realistic that |

started smiling as James Brown
thundered into my living room.
Beethoven’s piano concerto no.2
with Rudolf Serkin at the
Bosendorfer sounded astoundingly
good, although not as extended in
the bass region as with my reference
ATC SCM3S5 loudspeakers - although
the 'lictle’ Tannoys cost a quarter of
the price of the ATCs. Disc after disc
was put on with the same result:
sublime enjoyment and total
relaxation...

CONCLUSION

Thanks to the obtuse choice of
components, this is truly an unusual
stereo system, but with a little
tweaking, boy did it sing! lts defining
characteristic is the stereo imaging
and detailing, which are second to
none. Its confidence and ‘joie de
vivre' have to be heard to be
believed.

I put its obvious talents down to
two things. First, the 'source first’
approach, which allocates an
unusually large proportion of the
budget (60%) to the front end - this
ensures the ancillaries have a great
signal to work with. Second, the
fettling. | identified the problems
from the word go and took specific
steps to remedy them. Careful
choice of interconnects is very
important, as is speaker cable. The
two types | have described are
amongst the best in the world and
are relatively inexpensive. The net
result is that this system simply plays
music.

v .hi-fiworld.co.uk

PRICES:

Origin Live Aurora Gold
Hadcock integra GH242
Music Maker mark 2
Trichord Dino

Creek OBH 22
Tannoy TA 1000

Tannoy Fusion 4
Connectronics Musiflex
Equipment stands

JULY 2004 HI-FI WORLD

group test

£1,470
£689.73
£625
£299
£299
£1,230
£349.90
£100/m
£50
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Not for
conservatives

The comprehensive range of turntables by Pro-ject,

design is perhaps a little less conservative than the norm
and yes, products are available in blue, and red, and yellow, and green.

High quality record players are available from just over £100
Contact us today for details of your nearest Centre of Excellence.

Centres of Excellence are our elite dealers who have shown commitment to customer service, attended
regular product training seminars and offer demonstration facilities on the majority of the Pro-ject range.

Pro-ject Audio Distributed by: Henley Designs, 01235 511166, www.henleydesigns.co.uk. info@henleydesigns.co.uk



NAME:
BUDGET:
SOURCE:

£8.000

AMPLIFICATION:

fter DP reviewed the flag-
ship SACD player of
Sony's ES range - the
SCD-XA9%000ES - in
favourable terms last
onth, | decided to
match it with its natural partner, the
radical DA-9000ES amp. Add four
superbly clean floorstanding Monitor
Audio GR-20 loudspeakers and a GR
Centre, and the capabilities of the
iLinked setup should be laid bare for
our auditioning! As we're aiming to
create a top-notch multi-channel
SACD solution here, | shall concen-
trate on the Sony digital disc spin-
ner's surround capabilities. One of its
notable features is the presence of
an iLink output, so it was only natur-
al to try it out in digitally linked sur-
round mode with its ES stable-mate,
the DA-9000ES A/V amplifier. My par-
ticular interest was to establish if this
unique "best of breed” machine, fea-
turing digital amplification, could real-
ly cut the mustard when paired with

a truly revealing speaker set-up.
Much as last month’s player
review began with some slight
cynicism for the rationale for why
SACD should exist as a format, so
any consideration of why Sony has
seen fit to unleash this huge beast of
an amplifier upon us must be
tempered with a slight tinge of the
political. This amp amounts to Sony
saying "look how clever we can be
with DSD". It’s their prerogative
after all - because they invented it!
Indeed, if you're into
ostentatious aesthetics and
technical tours de force, this is
an amp into which you really
need to invest some time to
understand the whys and
the wherefores. We lucky
journalistic types get to
peruse a twenty nine
page primer explaining
all the revolutionary
concepts involved in
the new range of Sony
ES amplifiers, and very
interesting reading it
makes too.The Sony
badge for their digital
amplification process
is S-Master Pro, and
the key concepts are
explained in the box
overleaf.

PATRICK CLEASBY

SONY SCD-XA900ES SACD player
SONY TA-DAYOOOES AV amplitier
LOUDSPEAKERS: MONITOR AUDIO GR20/GR-

loudspeakers

Forgetting the technological
novelty of the amplifier for a
moment, its positioning in the
market is self-evidently at flagship 7.1
AV amplifier level. Its price point puts
it slightly below the equivalent
Denon and Yamaha big boxes, and
accordingly it lacks their THX Ultra 2
certification, and also their Dolby
Pro-logic lIx capabilities. However
the Sony brand will inevitably
persuade many who don’t require all
the latest faddy spec points to
consider it. This review is not
primarily intended to assess the
amp's ability to render Hollywood
special effects — indeed as a two box
system, once set up it should be
perfectly possible to operate this set-
up without a television in sight.

The opportunity to give this
combination an evaluation using top
of the range Monitor Audio Gold
Reference speakers was too good to
miss — four GR-20s and a GR Centre
make this a roughly £7,500 system at
today’s prices. If you're dedicated to
SACD and aiming to get the best out
of 5.1 music the only way you could
better this set up would be to have a
fifth GR-20 standing in front of you
instead of a TV with the GR Centre
on it. That having been said, the GR
Centre is a substantial speaker which
does a great job of matching its four
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flour-standing buddies. | intend to
continue using this set-up for
evaluation of multi-channel software
and hardware, as it really is difficult
to beat for lifelike clarity and
musicality.

Indeed, in a recent conversation
with Rob Buckler, erstwhile Managing
Director of Strongroom Studios, and
therefore a man with very exacting
standards when selecting speakers,
he revealed to me that he runs a
similar set up at home, with the
exception that the surround pair are
the stand mounted GR-10s. It is no
surprise that he is a fan of their
magical bottom end and overall tonal
balance. The simple fact is that if you
wish to reproduce 5.1 music which
has (hopefully) been mixed on a
monitoring set-up with full-range
matching rear speakers the only way
to do it properly is to replicate that
set-up in your listening room. In this
case, as we had a full set of full-range
speakers we elected to dispense with
a subwoofer and see if we felt its
loss.

Before we get onto setting up
and sonics, just a short remark on
the styling of these machines. As
David noted, the SACD player is a
very solidly built and nicely finished
unit, and the amp is more of the
same. However it has to be said that
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S-MASTER PRO

There have been three iterations of development of Sony's digital
amplification technology, and S-Master Pro is the first to become
widely available, featuring in several A/V amps in Sony's current
ES range. Many features of the amplifiers’ design are drawn from
Sony’s work on SACD 1-bit technology. Sony aims to replace exist-
ing DSP technology with processing done wherever possible on 1-
bit streams. Analogue inputs are converted to DSD as soon as they
enter the box, and all signals, including PCM inputs are converted
to a 1-bit coding scheme called C-PLM, Complementary Pulse
Length Modulation, for processing. The return to analogue only hap-
pens after amplification. Careful care is taken when dealing with
single bit streams at high sampling frequencies. Sony employs a
reclocking technology called the Clean Data Cycle to eliminate jit-
ter, as well as using a hand-me-down from the original SCD-1, S-
TACT (Synchronous Time Accuracy Controller) to remove pulse
generator jitter. Volume adjustments to the C-PLM stream are
claimed to be purer as they are done via Pulse Height Volume
Control rather than by the multiplying of samples which introduces
errors.

With the DC Phase Lineariser, Sony has decided to produce a
circuit, the CXD9776Q, to emulate the low frequency deviations
from phase linearity which characterise many analogue amps, a
characteristic which, says Sony, has affected many speaker
designs. Essentially it's ensuring there is flexibility to produce the
familiar experience of bass with existing speakers, while hoping
that future developments may result in speakers which match the
phase characteristics of their new generation amps. There is a
range of four settings for the DCPL lower down the ES range,
whereas the DA-9000ES has seven settings. Benefits claimed for
the S-Master Pro process include; the removal of crossover distor-
tion, the reduction of thermal modulation distortion due to much
lower heat generation, with thermal efficiency also meaning that
internal amplifier design can be less convoluted as physical
arrangement does not have to be dictated by thermal considera-
tions. The whole is claimed to make the listening experience more
musical.

the new split-level Sony styling which
works well on the SACD player

lends the slightly bloated DA-9000ES
a disproportionate look as the lower
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tier is so much fatter than the upper.
Maybe not a look which will be to
everyone’s taste.

However the ergonomics are
pleasing, with the essential audio and
DSP mode buttons easily accessible
on the ridge, the vital source select
and volume knobs feeling satisfying,
and the rest of the switchgear
needed to set parameters using the
unit’s large display hidden behind the
pull-down flap, with the five main
tone and selection knobs pleasingly
reminiscent of 1970s Sony Trinitron
TV knobs! Disappointingly, when
closed, the finish of the flap does not
meld seamlessly with the rest of the
front of the amp, catching the light
differently. On the plus side, the
addition of front mounted optical
S/PDIF in is a useful addition for
those who may have an interest in
bringing a games machine in
temporarily and enjoying their
snowboarding in Dolby Digital or
DTS - one for the TV-equipped
home cinema crowd rather than the
ascetic SACD purists methinks.

Initial set up is relatively simple
for the confirmed multi-channel
expert.You should find the On
Screen Display option the easiest
way of manually setting your speaker
set-up characteristics - although
navigation to all the options is
possible using the device display, the
operation is not particularly intuitive.
Similarly, although the remote is quite
a handy unit, it may take a perusal of
the manual to avoid that frustrating
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“can’t get where | want to go"
feeling. As far as connecting the XA-
9000ES goes not only does the
simple iLink connection make it
unnecessary to use a clumsy and
expensive six-channel set of
interconnects, but in theory you can
forget about a stereo pair too, as
PCM Stereo, DSD Stereo and mutti-
channel DSD all pass across the iLink
cable. The Sony-supplied cable is very
cheap and computer looking —
cannot say | have done any
comparative testing, but there are
those who say they can discern
differences between iLink cables, so
an upgrade may be worth
considering.

SOUND QUALITY

In assessing the subjective
performance of this mouth-watering
system, | had the benefit of a highly
useful comparison with the Denon
pairing reviewed Jast month.As the
Monitor Audios were brand new out
of the (very impressive, double
skinned) box | ran them in for the
prescribed 60 hours, using the
Denon system. Once run in | was
able to audition some old favourites
to use as a benchmark for the Sony
listening test.

The Gold Reference speakers in
this configuration are a revelation,
demonstrating a gorgeous level of
vocal realism coupled with supremely
confident and rich bass tore which
says "who needs a sub"? Most
impressive (although thoroughly



expected) was their ability to convey
those enveloping passages of multi-
channel DVD-Audio which defeat
almost any set-up with satellite rears.
The room-circling bass synth pulse of
Foreigner's ‘Juke Box Hero' is no
problem, and for the first time | can
hear the left wall kick drum of
Porcupine Tree's 'Gravity Eyelids’ as it
was intended to be, along with a
glorious sense of wonderfully
discrete but integrated stereo sound-
fields front and rear for the vocal
pads. In stereo from CD, the
mellifluous vocals and delicate
layered orchestrations on Joni
Mitchell's 'Amelia’ from 'Travelogue’
can all be precisely located in the
soundstage, as can the tight kick
from the difficult-to-render 'Atomic’
by 'Blondie’. The bass playing on
Snow Patrol’s ‘Run’ in surround DSD
just sounded ‘for reaf’.

Running the same tests on the
Sony duo revealed that (if | can be
permitted to sully this system with
some DVD-Audio) the Denon
Universal player sounded just as
convincing playing the same material
connected using 6 interconnects to
the DA-9000ES. Yet a flick of the
volume control revealed that Sony’s
claims for lower distortion at high
volumes may be very well founded,
with the sound gaining immense
power but retaining its distinctive
clarity. Ten out of ten for successfully
handling analogue as DSD.

The concerns started when
auditioning the CD and SACD
capabilities of the XA-9000ES
through the iLink ~ Joni Mitchell was
less convincing, Clem Burke’s kick
sounded weedy and buried, and Run’s
bass part became anonymous rather
than a magical part of an uplifting
whole. None of these tracks sounded
anywhere like as musical as they did
on the Denons. My findings seem to
endorse those of DP last month —
the clean and not particularly charac-
terful Sony SACD sound is not being
done any favours in partnership with
this amp, but its undoubted quality
may well shine in a better matched
system. Apparently iLink isn't
everything after all!

CONCLUSION

It will be highly interesting to see to
what extent the new Sony digital
amplifier template influences the
designs of the other manufacturers in
the years to come. Much as Sony is
fighting against a huge tidal wave of
established PCM-based machinery
and software as it tries to advance
DSD in the area of studio
technology, the long history and
orthodoxy of analogue amplifier

design may prove
equally difficult to
overturn.
The key to
what happens
next would seem
to hang on
whether the
SACD format
survives — why
should other
manufacturers
move to the use
of patent Sony 1-
bit processes in
their amplifiers as
well as their
universal players
when there is no
guarantee that
DSD technology
is going to
endure?
In the
meantime Sony’s
brave statement '
of continuing to :
make top flight
dedicated SACD
players may retain
some hardcore
followers.The
majority of
people who are
interested in
multi-channel and
prepared to
invest the consid-
erable sums
necessary in
amplification and
speakers will find
the lure of
universal
machines difficult
resist — unless the
SACD
community
succeed in
their
attempts to
influence the
music industry to
standardise on their
format, which seems unlikely at the
present time, and even if that
happened the appeal of single box
with DVD-Video would still be there.
For the moment, | would predict
that these Sony machines and their
successors will not be joined by
many comparable ones from other
manufacturers just yet. Their
undoubtedly clean aural performance
will appeal to the Sony faithful, and
their single-minded technological
uniqueness is to be admired, but
methinks that many in search of
more involvement and excitement
may well look elsewhere.
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[ FEATURED SYSTEM
SYSTEM 3 * % % %k

NG Gy | 17500
£825.00
£2999.00

£600.00
£2399.00

TRADE IN or DEPOSIT

Balance to pay

| 36 installments of just £66.64

ltahan craftsmanship and technological
excellence have created a gian:-killing
combination in the multi-award winning
Unico CD player and 70wpc amplifier,
Sonus fabers beautiful Concerto’s always
come alive in such illustrious company,
whatever your prefermed style of music, mak-
ing this one of our most popular systems.

*

FINANCE SUBJECT TO STATUS; WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST.
FINAL VALUATION OF TRADE-IN EQUIPMENT MAY BE SUBJECT TO
SIGHT & TEST. TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY,

HIGH-END HOME DEMONSTRATIONS BY
APPOINTMENT. PLEASE CALL FOR BETAILS

It's so easy to own a great
sound system when you choose
at K] West One.

Right now we're offering a rare
combination of facilities to make it

Take a look at our part-exchange
offers, and remember, these are our

SYSTEM 1 Kk Ak ok
' TRADE-IN or DEPOSIT £200.00
Balance to pay £779.00
g

SYSTEM 5
SHANLING CDT-100
PATHOS Classic 1 Amp

L 8.6.6 % ¢

SPENDOR S6E Specker | £1499.00
Normal System Price | £4473.00
TRADE IN or DEPOSIT £89500
Balance to pay £3578.00

36 instaliments of just
SYSTEM 8 b8 8 886 6 ¢
KRELL SACD Standard
AUDIO RESEARCH VSISS5

£2899.00

minimum, guaranteed allowances*
for all types of genuine hi-fi systems
in excellent, working condition, so
it's possible that your system could
be worth even more. We'll be happy
to consider individual items as well
.. it will cost you nothing to find out!

Then, if you decide to choose our
Interest Free Credit* option you could

soon be enjoying your favourite music
as you've never heard it before.

This exceptional offer is available
through all of our branches but,
please don't delay, there has to be a
limit to the amount of trade-in stock
we can accept so we reserve the right
to end this promotion without prior
notice. Call now for a valuation.

SYSTEM 2 *kkk4 W SYSTEM 4 1.8.8.8.8 ¢

CYRUS 6 D Player | £599.00 [ LINN Genki D Player | £1099.00

ROKSAN Caspian Amp m LINN Kolektor /LK 85 m
DYNAUDIO 42 Spkrs |  £399.00 [ LINN Minka Speckers | £1099.00 |
Normal System Price | £1997.00 [ Normal System Price | £3317.00

TRADE-IN or DEPOSIT

Balance to pay

£400.00
£1579.00

36 installments of just £43.87 @ 36 installments of just m

TRADE-IN or DEPOSIT

Balance to pay

£667.00
£2650.00

SYSTEM 6 Sk khkah W@ SYSTEM 7 L. 2.8.6.6.8 ¢

£1649.00 | MERIDIAN GOS8 (o Ply | £2249.00 [§ AUDIONET ART V2 ¢ | £2299.00
| £1325.00 J§ COPLAND (SA29 Amp | £1899.00 [§ KRELL KAV400xi Amp | £2699.00

PROACDIS Speckars § £1799.00 | SONUS FABER Auditor § £2548.00

Normal System Price
TRADE IN or DEPOSIT

Balance to pay

£1190 00
£4757.00

WADIA 301 ¢D Plyr
T+A V10 Amplifier

£5947.00 | Normal System Price | £7546.00

TRADE-IN or DEPOSIT

Balance to pay

£1510.00
£6036.00

m 36 installments of just] £132.14 [ 36 instcllments of just] £167.67

SYSTEM 9 *oxkkkkx Jl SYSTEM 10
£3649.00 [l AUDIO RESEARCH (03 | £5189.00
£3995.00 £10,999.00

4 2.8 6.8 6 ¢ ¢

VFILSON BENESCH Curve | £4999.00 | SONUS FABER Cremona § £4999.00 [ MARTIN LOGAN Odyssey] £6798.00
Normal System Price m Normal System Price | £12,643.00 @ Normal System Price | £22,986.00

TRADE-IN or DEPOSIT

Balance to pay

£2427.00
£9720.00

TRADE-IN or DEPOSIT

Balance to pay

£2643.00
£10,000.00

TRADE-IN or DEPOSIT

Balance to pay

£4586.00
£18,400.00

36 installments of just] £270.00 [ 36 installments of just] £277.78 | 36 installments of just m

The Waxld's Firnest
Sowtd & Vision Systeins

KJ WEST ONE
26 NEw CAVENDISH STREET
LONDON WwWi1G 8TY

Tel: 020 7486 8262/3

NORTHAMPTON
(01604) 637871

PETERBOROUGH
(01733) 341755

WWW.LRjwestone.com
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY

OFFER!

£40.00 for 12 months plus
1 additional issue free.

FREE postage & packaging.

DYNA-MITE
DIGITAL o
UNPLUGCGED
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oranty

Get your issue of hi-fi world
straight to your door!

Get to our amazing classified
ads first and grab a bargain!!

> Run by dedicated hi-fi engineers and
enthusiasts.

S  Hi-Fi World has become famous for its
informative reviews and radical kit designs.
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Competition
Questions

{11 What did the

Anatek’s styling

remind DP of?

[a] 1980s minimalism

[b] 1960s modernism

[c] 18th century
classicism

[d] 1990s post-mod
ernism

[2] What is a problem
associated with Class
A Operation?

[a] sitent running

[b] heat dissipation

[c] fast switching

[d] poor styling

[3] Compared to the
Roksan, it sounds less
what?

[a] "syrupy”

[b] "coloured”

[e] "mushy"

[d] “stark"

[4] What's the most
significant advantage
of the A50?

[a] midband fluidity

[b] bass speed

[c] treble sweetness

[d] bananas

July Competition

Hi-Fi World Magazine
Unit G4 Argo House

The Park Business Centre
Kilburn Park Rd.

London NW6 5LF

Entries will be accepted on a postcard only.

WIN A SUPERB
MONTH'S COMPETITION!

natek’s A50 is an amplifier
with a difference, giving
Class A performance
without the associated
issues of hot running. In
i-Fi World's recent
review, David Price wrote:

“Pulling it out of the box, | was
magically transported back to the
late eighties... Aside from the blue
power LED, it was pure |1988-style
minimalism.The Anatek is just as
amplifiers used to be, with nothing
more than a volume control, input
selector, tape monitor, power switch
and err, that’s it. Inside, designer Clive
Read has come up with - so Anatek
says - patented output topology that
‘resolves the performance issues
associated with conventional output
stages’, essentially giving Class A
performance without the problem
associated with pure Class A output

Hi-Fi World Competlition
rules and conditions of
entry

1. Only one entry per house
hold.

2. Muitiple entries will be
automatically disqualified.

3. Purchase of the magazine
is not a pre-condition of
entry.

4. No correspondence will be
entered into.

5. The Editor's decision is
final.

6. No employees of
Audio Publishing Limited,
or of any companies
associated with the
production or distribution

of the prizes may enter.

stages, that of
excessive heat.
Yet still the
amplifier is not
biased towards
Class AB
operation, which
is cooler but produces sonically
deleterious crossover distortion. Still,
while it's true that the A50 runs far
cooler than classic Class A designs
like Musical Fidelity's Al and Sugden’s
A2la, it is not true to say that it
‘runs cool’, for it does not.

The Anatek’s output stage is
direct coupled, eliminating the need
for sound-degrading electrolytic
capacitors in the audio path.The
circuitry is designed to have low dc
drift, so thermal memory effects -
the momentary distortion caused by
loud transients - are negligible, and
the amplifier has a single low
frequency time constant, the input
coupling capacitor, for fast bass. A
non-invasive electronic protection
system is also featured, that shuts
down the output stage when the
output current reaches |2 amps.
Finally, the inputs, outputs and mains
intet of the A50 all have RF filtering,
while all amplifying stages have
minimal gain at RF.

It's not bright, brittle, chrome
plated or clangy. indeed, when you
listen at length, it’s quite spacious and
there’s an amazing lack of midband
mush... boy doesn’t that midband
impress! Oh yes. Compared to the
big, commanding Roksan (Caspian).
It's obviously less muscular... but
there’s still something very special

CONGRATULATIONS

WORTH £1,000 IN THIS

about the A50 that — to my ears -
makes it win the day, and that is the
fine and desirable combination of
transparency and fluidity. Put simply,
it sounds less ‘mushy’ than the
already admirably open Roksan by a
very fair way.You can hear right
through the soundstage, to the
studio itself. You find a far greater
repertoire of ‘sounds’ with the
Anatek.

The most significant advantage of
the A50 is its midband fluidity.
Although the Roksan is a very
musical amp, the Anatek is more so.
It has a valve-like lucidity that makes
listening to the music a more
emotional and less cerebral (or
physical) thing. It has a brilliant
command of the complex rhythms
on ‘Out of Here’, or the lazy but
very infectious groove on ‘Love is
Alright’... Put simply, it's a hoot to
hear — time and time again, you can
listen to AS50 at either full tilt or as
background music and it always
seduces, yet never offends."

If you'd like to win this superb
amplifier, then all you have to do is
answer these four easy questions.
Send your entries to: July
Competition, Hi-Fi World Magazine,
Unit G4,Argo House, The Park
Business Centre, Kilburn Park Road,
London, NW6 5LF.

...to Jay Wooldridge, of Fowey, Cornwall the winner of our May 2004 competition.
An Audio Analogue Aria phonostage is on its way to you!
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Sevenoaks Sound & Vision stocks
a wide range of Hi-Fi separates, DVD players,
amplifiers, speakers, plasma screens, LCD
televisions and projection systems from all the
leading manufacturers.

From starter systems to custom: designed multi-room
and home cinema instellations, our friendly staff are
available in all stores tc advise, demonstrate and guide
you through the home entertainment jungle. If you're
interested in home entertainment end want 1o avoid the
confusion, contact your local Sevenoaks Sound & Vision
store and experience more.

0% interest free option* is availabie on most products.

AWritten details on request. Licensed credil brokers.
Minimum balance £400. Subject to status.

CUSTOM INSTALLATION |

Are you looking to neatly and seamlessly integrate a
Home Cinema or Hi-Fil System into your home? Our
Custom Installation experts are fully trained in all areas
and provide a prompt, reliable and professional service.
Whether you're looking for lighting contrcl systems, a
dedicated home cinema installation with a retractable
screen and built-in speakers or an integrated control
system, Sevenoaks Sound & V'sicn has the solution.

SAVE 50%

OFF ORIGINAL SELLING PRICZ

SPECTACULAR OFFERS ONLY ON
THE SEVENOAKS WEEBSITE

HUNDREDS OF BARGAINS AVAILABLE
FROM OUR 49 STORES NATIONWIDE

SPECIAL BUYS ¢ OVERSTOCKS e EX-DISPLAY « END OF LINE
AND MUCH MORE - ALL FULLY GLARANTEED

log on to www.ssav.com
and click on Special Offers

WHY RISK VIRTUAL SHOPPING WHEN
THERE’S A REAL STORE NEARBY?

CAM EXTENDS DiVA RANGE

Arcam has acded two
exciting new prcducts

PAL) for existing displays.
Whether playing movies

to its highly successful or listening to music, the
DiVA range. DV79 will not disappoint.
The British desigmed and ~ The 7.1 channel AVR300

manufactured £ is an
affordabre enthusiast
level DVD-Audio Player
that delivers one of the
best pictures in the: world
along with Arcam'’s
legendary sound quality.
it is equipped witn an
HDMI digital vdeo

home cinema and music
receiver will impress
even the most
discerning listener. This
audio performance is
matched by a feature
set that meets the
requirements of today’s
most demanding

output for the latest AN enthusiasts
plasmas and projectors

plus interlacec and: GALL THUM LOTAL
progressive aralogue SYVENOASS STORE POR
audio (both N"SC and A DERDNSTRATION,

m‘
TVl ————

Denon AVR3805

118 :

RC970. This advanced
remote control is fully

/"\-‘

7.1 AV Receiver

The AVR380E is the
replacement for the
highly acclaimed ‘3803.
This is a majer medel

backlit and features full
learning capability and
is pre-programmed

for most major brands.

change - every element FREE GRADQ
has been examined and SR60 HEADPHONES
upgraded. The ‘3805 's WORTH £90
supplied with a radical WITH THE AvR

new handset - the DURING JUN'Eézos

www.sevenoakssoundandvision.aﬁi-(

BEDFORD
BIRMINGHA
BRIGHTON
BRISTOL
BROMLEY
CAMBRIDGE
CARDIFF
CHELSEA
CHELTENHAM
CRAWLEY
CROYDON
EALING (OPENING SOON)
EDINBURGH
EPSOM
EXETER
GLASGOW
GUILDFORD
HOLBORN
HULL
IPSWICH
KINGSTON
LEICESTER
LEEDS
LINCOLN
LIVERPOOL
MAIDSTONE
MANCHESTER
NEWCASTLE
NORWICH
NOTTINGHAM
OXFORD
PETERBOROUGH
PLYMOUTH
POOLE
PRESTON
READING
SEVENOAKS
SHEFFIELD
SOLIHULL
SOUTHAMPTON
SOUTHGATE
STAINES
SWINDON
SWISS COTTAGE
TUNBRIDGE WELLS
WATFORD
WEYBRIDGE
WITHAM (ESSEX)
WOLVERHAMPTON

PLEASE SEE PAGE 7
FOR ADDRESS ANO TELEPHONE
NUMBER DETAILS
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" Best Buy
« o
a.,f,/

“The Gyrodec SE sounds great, cornbining the best
sonic characteristics of rivals... Quite sirnply, the Michell
Gyrodec SE is terific. Nothing compares at this price
point - it's well deserving another Best Buy.”

TOWARDS THE GOLDRING |
CARTRIDGE OF YOUR CHOICE* |

Turntable (lack

‘Compared with a £200 CD player this
deck sounds remarkable: dig out your vinyl
and give the Xpression a spin.”

Turntable @iack)

Arcam DiVA CD73T
CD Player
£399.95

ARCAM
L co73

FREE GRADO SR60 HEADPHONES WORTH £90 WHEN YOU PURCHASE AN AMP AND CD
TOGETHER FROM ONE OF THE FOLLOWING MANUFACTURERS - ARCAM, CYRUS & ROKSAN*

NOT IN CORJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER DFFER OR PROMOTION

ensmae

L& ) > 00z
B ooy
Marantz
CD5400 CD Player
£119.95 =25
Best Buy
e ._‘\2003
9 é' L . e
Q ’.. - - ° O O 5 ° e
Marantz
PM7200 Amplifier
£249.95

“This is one of the most
powerful amps in its class,
at 95w per channel, and it

sounds it with anything from
dance to a big orchestral
work, offering a delicious
combination of poise and
impact. Stick with fast,
dynamic speakers such as
B&W DM601 S3s or KEF's
equally capable Q1s and the
results will amaze.”

/

“"So do you buy a digital tuner? Or an analogue one?
Now you don't have to pick: just buy Pure Digital's
DRX-702ES! Whether on FM or DAB, this tuner sounds
superb... The overall balance is powerful, clean and
crisp, making this a fine tuner by any standards,
and a superb buy given its

excellent flexibility.”

DIGITAL RECORDERS ]

&

Yamaha CDR-HD1300 S
CD-RW/HD Recorder £‘;gE
£449.95

“No more wasted CD-Rs: in a stroke of genius,
Yamaha had the idea of combining a CD recorder
with a hard drive, enabling you to edit your music
before burning it to disc. The result was the excellent
CDR-HD1000, and the CDR-HD1300E is its younger,
cheaper and vastly superior sibling. It's the best
home-recording solution currently available.”

Pioneer PDR-609
CD-RW Recorder
£169.95

Pure Digital
DRX-702ES Analogue/DAB Tuner
£279.95
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experience rmore

Pre X Pre Amplifier
Mono X Power Amplifier ()

“Ths Cyrus pairing isn't cheap but listen to a well-run-in sampte

and its array of talents is hard to beat. Load your favourite CD

inta a capable player, tum up the Pre X and the sonic magic will
be worth every penny.

Mission

780 SE Speakers £349.95
*The revamped Mission 780s are hugely enjoyable:
anyone with up to £400 to spend should censider these
standmounters. Misson’s clever move
has paid off.”

L2 0.0 00

Subwoofer @iack)

"You get a high
level of detail and
the kind of impact
most sub-£1000
floorstanders would
struggle to match,
The verdict’s

PRICING POLICY

We always try to ensure our prices are highly competitive.
In the event you can find the same products and excellerit service at
a lower price, please bring it to our store managers’ attention.

s
SO0 4,100V

nerg ~ree

_a,

KEF Q4
Speakers £399.95

The Q4 is one of the latest additions to KEF's acclaimed Q
Series. At the heart of this floorstander lies the Uni-Q driver
array - a 130mm die-cast chassis housing a long throw
cone and coincident mountsd 19mm aluminium dome HF
unit. This driver arangernent makes the speaker much
easier to place in the room and alleviates the ‘sweet spot’
found on ‘ordinary’ speakers. This has been combined with
a dedicated 130mm LF unit for extended bass output
which belies the size of its diminutive cabinet.

SPEAKER CABLE | WORTH

WITH ALL HI-FI £60 i speakers over £299
SPEAKER PAIRS £80 i speakens over £499
OVER £299* £120 wim speakers overn £989

DM602 S3 Speakers £299.95

*These solidly made standmcunters perform well
across the whole rance of musicat styles... Add these
speakers to your hi-f systerms and you're guaranteed
magnificent irttegraiion between the drivers and an
even tonal balance.”

Roksan Kandy
KD1/1ll CD Player £594.95 ° o
KA1/1ll Amplifier £594.95

“Timing and rhythm are excellnt. DJ Shadow -
is delivered with clarity and a tight bass, while L] o
at the other extreme the trebe is sweet and [ [
detailed, getting the most from Wagner's Ride — : \
(;; ;ItveB Va/kyneg The result is ? b‘reathta%ng BestBuy - om - !

uy amplifier that betters its competition o 2003 N

With €aSe.” KANDY KA1/l AMPLIFIER - AWARDS 2003 R

“The Kandy KD1/1ll CC player offers a great aray of talents - team it with #ts amp stablemate and you
have something close to the iceal visual and sonic combination.”

ey %
kg kx|

GRADO SR60 HEADPHONES WORTH £30 WHEN YOU PURCHASE Ak AMP AND CD TOGETHER FROM ONE
OF THE FOLLOWING MANUFACTURERS - ARCAM, CYRUS & ROKSAN™ wot in COMAURCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR PROMOTION

v,/ FINANCE OPTION*

Spread the cost of buying.
0% finance option is available on the vast majority of products we stock

“Written details on request. Licensed credit brokers. Miremum balance £400. Subject 10 status.

PLEASE NOTE: SOME PRODUCTS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. PLEASE CALL BEFORE TRAVELLING.
*ADDED VALUE OFFERS - FROM RANGE AVAILABLE IN-STORE. NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. ADVERTISEMENT VALID UNTIL AT LEAST 08/07/04, E&OE.
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MUSICAL FIDELITY

Musical Fidelity has
unveiled two
integrated amplifiers
and a CD player as
part of its revamped
X-series. The 40
wpc, X-80 (£599.95)
and the 80wpc X-150
(£799.95) ampilifiers feature a dual-gang analogue
volume control and high-output transistors for each
channel. The X-150
also includes a high
quality phono stage.

The X-Ray” CD
player (£899.95), is the
replacement for the
legendary X-Ray and
uses the same DAC
and upsampling
principles as the acclaimed Tri-Vista SACD player. From
a technical standpoint, the X-Ray* is equal of some of
the most expensive players on the market.

B&W 704
£1399.95

The 704 speakers
are part of B&W's
new 700 series.
These fioorstanding,
two-and-a-half-
way, vented box
speakers and are
available in a
variety of attractive
finishes. In a recent
What Hi-Fi? Sound
and Vision group
test the 704 offered
“Remarkable
openness and
clarity that is
urvivalled at

this price.”

Cyruslink

WIRELESS NETWORKING

You've heard of hi-fi - now
welcome to the world of wi-fil

MUSIC

| ALL Wi-fi devices allow you to

AROUND etworkarange of devices
THE
HOME

together — from your music
system to your PC - without
the wires. For example, a
multiroom server like Yamaha's
MusicCAST can wirelessly
send music to up to five ‘client’
playback systems dotted
around your home. That music
could be stored on the
MusicCAST server device or
other sources - existing hi-fi kit,
maybe, or an internet radio
station or MP3 files from your
PC: plug-in adapters make it
easy to wi-fi-enable products.

YAMAHA’S MusicCAST

MCX-1000 DIGITAL SERVER
& MCX-A10 CLIENT

YAMAHA MusicCAST

MCXA10 ... .£599.95
{MusicCAST Client)
MCX 1000. .£1799.95
(MusicCAST Server)

" CYRUSLINK
Linkserver 160 ......£2999.95
(Four Zone HD Server 160Gb Drive)

: Linkserver 250 .......£3499.95
Yl NK (Four Zone HD Server 250Ghb Drive)
Linkserver & l Linkport. ... .£649.95

AR Linkwand..... . £199.95

Cyruslink
m AVAILABLE AT SELECTED

SEVENOAKS SOUND & VISION STORES

Linn Classik
Music System (Ex Speakers)

£749.95 When purchased with speakers over £299*
When purchased on its own £799.95

“The Classik sounds simply marvelious. Boasting fine
impact and drive, it retains its grip even as it thumps
out rock and dance tracks. Ask it to play quiet
acoustic music and its smooth, liquid presentation
impresses still further. The Classik offers the
performance you'd expect from high quality
separates in one lovely package - this is a very
superior product.”

—
e

Denon DM31
UD-M31 CD Receiver

£1 89.95 When purchased with speakers over £99*
When purchased on its own £199.95

“The D-M30 was exemplary, as its three What Hi-Fi?
Sound and Vision Awards clearly show. The D-M31
is even better, making it phenomenal value for money.”

OPTIONAL RECORDERS:

DMD-M31 MINIDISC RECORDER ¢ DRR-M31 CASSETTE DECK
N8 - PRICE EXCLUDES SPEAKERS

PLEASE NOTE: SOME PRODUCTS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES.
PLEASE CALL BEFORE TRAVELLING.

*ADDED VALUE OFFERS - FROM RANGE AVAILABLE IN-STORE. NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
ADVERTISEMENT VALID UNTIL AT LEAST 08/07/04, E&OE.
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SEPARATE HI-FI SYSTEMS

Rotel
RCD-02 CD Player
RA-02 Amplifier

Monitor Audio
Bronze B2 Speakers

Far this recormmended Hi-Fi Systam we have
cambined Razel’s highly rated RCD-02 CD player and
FA-02 amplifier with Monitor Audio's beautifully
balanced Bronze B2 speakers. This package gives a
pawerful, fresh and vibrant sound. Tha campact ‘B2
speakers, available in a variety of tinishes, were
awarded ‘Best Buy' by What Hi-Fi? Sound ard Vision,
with the sourtd being described as “Superb...
Speakers don't get much better than the B2's™.

. wstie

.2003/

The RA-02 amplifier features remote control and a
phono input. The RCD-02 (k% %% % - YWhat Hi-Fi?
Sound anc Vision - August 2003} is HDTD
compatible and includes a digital output for
connecting to a digital recorder.

SYSTEM PRICE | SAVE

£799.95

PRICI EXCLUDES CABLES & STANDS

€1-FI SYSTEM 1 - NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR PROMOTION

SEPARATE HI-FI SYSTEMS

3 - D .hbb d
0‘) O O ﬂe > e d’
Arcam

CD73T CD Player
A65 Plus Amplifier

KEF
Q4 Speakers

Arcam and KEF both nave an enviable reputation for
producing great sounding kit without breaking the
bank. This system shows why with a well balanced
saund that’s both musically involving and enjoyable.

At the front of this package is Arcam'’s upgradeable
CD73T CD player - a What Hi-F? Sound and Vision
‘Product of the Year 2003". We've coupled this with
Arcam's complementary AGS Plus integrazed
amplifier and KEF's new Q4 floostanding speakers
featuring KEF's unigue Uni-G technclogy for easier
room placement.

SYSTEM PRICE | SAVE

£999.95

PRICE EXCLUDES CABLES & STANDS

HI-Fi SYSTEM 2 - NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY GTHER OFFER OR PROMOTION

SEPARATE HI-FI SYSTEMS

Roksan Kandy
KD1/11l CD Player
KA1/1Il Amplifier

Monitor Audio
' Silver $6 Speakers

I
@E’i b
ot
The combination of
Roksan's Kandy MK3
CD and amplifier is,
according to What Hi-
Fi? Sound and Vision,
“Something close to the
ideal visual and sonic

combination” (December

2003). We have
partnered these with the
Silver S6 floorstanding
speakers from British

'0
’ ].

speaker specialists,
Monitor Audio. The
combination of Roksan's
excellent rhythm and
timing, with its tight bass
and sweet detailed
treble coupled with the
‘S6's ability to stay
unruffled even when the
music is at its most
complex, makes this a
remarkable system.

SYSTEM PRICE

£1789.95 onc;

PRICE EXCLUDES CABLES & STANDS

-

Hi-FI SYSTEM 3 - NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR PROMOTION
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Marantz PM4400 .. £129.95 MJ Acoustics Pro 160 (Biack) £60 0ED CABLE* ~ £599.95
Marantz PM7200 . £248.95 EXPRECORDERS R MJ Acoustics Ref 100 (B) £60 GED CABLE® .. £348.95
e ridalty .50 £S0085 pmsonic VR ESSOVDR . ECALL  geA  MJAcoustios Rel ) Bad esooencBE . £688.95
gy LRy 150 198K sl DVRESSDVDR . £CALL  prau  ELO150E MK Bt Back £100 0D came - £49.95
Musical Fidelity A3.2 ECOML  ppasonic DVREBSDVDR ... £oALL  geau  MELOPOIE BilxBac 1o aencanier . £724.85
Musical Fideilty A3.2 Pre £CALL : o REL Q400 (Brittex Bick) £100 OED CABLE* .. . £989.95
Ploneer DVR3100S DVD-RRW .. £379.95  £399.95 .
Musical Fidelity /3.2 Power foL ’ : REL Quake (Brittex Black) . .. £349.95
B S s REL Stampede (Black] £100 QED CABLE* £549.95
Musical Fidelity A303 ECALL  poonibha RD.XS30 0VD Recorder . £449.95  £TBA il
Quad 99 Power ... ... £548.95 REL Strata 5 (Brittex Elack) £100 QED CABLE* £699.95
Roksan Kandy KA1 MKII £504.95
Roksan Caspian M £999.95 PLASMA
Rotel RA-0T ......... £249.95 Fulitsu PA2VHASO 42" £3199.95
Roted RA-02 ......... .. £349.95 Arcam AVR200 AV Receiver ... ..... .£599.85 Fujitsu PA2HHA10 42" ED) £2799.95
Rotel RA-1062 £580.95  Arcam AVR300 AV Receiver ... . £1200.95  Fufitsu PAZHHA30 42" . £3499.95
Arcam AVB/P7 AN Pre/Processor/Power £5499.95  Fujitsu PA2HHS10 42° ) £3790.95
SPEAKERS Cyrus AV8 AW Processor £1099.95  Fufitsu PSOXHAZD 50 £5700.05
Acoustic Energy A2cs Evo Dne £12095  Denon AVC-ATSR AN Ampiifier £2199.95  Hitachl 12PMAA00E 12° @) £1900.95
Acoustic Energy Acqis Evo Three £249.95 Denon AVR1604 AV Receiver . £220.95 Hitachi 32P05200 32 £CALL
Anoutsm:::gwemudmmw Acoustic Energy AE1 MKIl (From) £1699.95 miﬁgxm E?;ﬁ M?%ﬁi{' :m
on display avallable far demonstration B&W DIGOT S3 .£24995  Denon Recerver ... - Hitachi 42P0 € ...
at all Sevenoaks Sound & Vision stores. B&W DM60?2 S3 £299.95 Denon AVR3805 AV Receiver ... .. £ CALL Hitachi 42PMASOOE 42° £ CALL
BAW 704 £1309.95  Maman Kardon AVR330 AN Receiver £50095  Panasonic THAZPAZEE 42" £CALL
B&W 705 £899.95 Hanman Kardon A/R630 AN Receiver £999.95 Panasonic THAZPWEB 42° £2499.95
KEF Q1 $24905  Marsntz SRA400 AN Recever ... £26095  Panasonic THI7PE308 37" £CALL
KEF 04 £30005  Marsntz SR5400 AN Recever . ... £349.85  Panasonic THAZPE3CE 427 £CALL
KEF Y01 00095  Onkyo TX-SRG01E AV Recalver SCALL  Philips 37PF : £2499.95
Linn Katan coegps  Onkyo TX-NRBOTE AN Receiver £CALL  Ploneer POPA34HDE 43 £3909.95
Mission 31 £11995  Ploneer VSX.C501 AN Receiver £32095  Ploneer ) £3099.95
TURNTABLES Mission 75055 uggs  Poneer VSX-D812 AN Receiver £319.95  Plonees PDPSO4HDE 50 £4909.95
Goldng GR1 . ... ... £13095 pgasion 7e0sE spoags  Ploneer VSX-AXGi AV Recoiver £640.95  Toshiba A2WP36P 42" £CAL
Michel Gyro SERB300 56 coLomme cammames~ .£1049.95 Mondtor Audio Bronze B2 £199.95 Ploneer V;:Xx?mvm ;?295 Yamaha PDM4210 42° £3990.95
Wicholl TecricDec £598.95 ponttor Audio S £20095  Ploneer VS —
Project Debut Phono SB £169.95 mm: _ £5g05 POt RSX1065 AV Receiver . . ssss  LCD TV
Project Debut || Black) 11995 oo mudio o ‘ 70095 ot RSPIOBGAMBI075 A PrePower ... . £1799.95  Panasonic TX22LT3 22" £CALL
Project Debut | (Colours) E13495 o Audlo Cou Reference 10 70095  Rotel RSP1098 AN Processor £2294.85  Panasonle X601 26" £CALL
Prolet o1 29095 Monlo ko G s 20 R e I M o e o
Quad 1L .......... .. ... ... £379.95 - o § -
TUNERS Quad 1;t cagaos  Yamsha RXVA4ORDS AN Recetver £21095  Philips 30PF9975 30 £1999.95
AcamDVATEY ... ) 1895 g cooqes  Yomaha RX-VBAORDS AN Receiver £348.95  Sharp Aquos LC-1584E 15° £CALL
CrusAMX.. ... £49985  pgricen c3eags  Yamaha FX-V100RDS AN Reooher ECALL  Sharp Aquos LC-1551E 15" £CAL
Denon TUZGOLSKI £98.95 o w o . Yamaha RX-V2400RDS AV Receiver SCALL  Sharp Aquos LC-2051E 207 £CALL
st annaaggoons : Wharfedale Paciic Evolution 30 £649.95 Sharp Aqos LC-22572 22° T
Hanman Kardon TUS70 DAR/AN/FM £290.95 -225V2E 22
Marsatz STA0S0 s AN SPEAKER PACKAGES Sharp Aquos LC-22AD1E 22° £ CALL
B I LC-30ADIE 30" I
T~ At o e
’ 3:3011;" Tioags  BEWWIASI £849.95  Sharp Aquos LC-37AD1 37" . £CALL
CD PLAYERS um"""'" i Musics"e"'a s BR&W DM300 AV £899.95  Sharp Aquos LC-37HV4E 37" £ CALL
Arcam £399.05 = Speakers 19985 ;o stle Compact OC3 £999.95  Toshiba 26WL3GP 26" ... .. £CAL
DT Foac Lagacy 600 Ex Speakers el el mfmsi DNE  Toaklha DML 3 £CALL
Arcam DivA (082 £598.95 o Reference 300 Ex Speakers BMO8S e Feoane :
o mTT : Ll el t £56895 ey T5S750 £499.95
Arcam M O3 £1299.95 0 4
KEF KHT1005 £100 FREE QED CABLE® £498.95  NECHT1000 DLP £CALL
Cyvus 006 £599.95
Cyrus (08 s DVD SYSTEMS KEF KHT2005.2 £180 FREE 0ED CABLE" .. £79995  Sanyo PV-Z1LCD £090.95
ey B Donon ADVM71 ino SCMS1 Speakers ... £A9895 gy 411c005 e 0 e aep caste- £119895  Sanyo PLV-22LCD £1440.95
T crovsgy  UmomDVD-TIOSDIARTIOS) Ex Speders . S39895  ypE 07 cy00 e cep caBte £2190.95  Screenplay PG00 BLP £899.95
i Jamo DVRS0/A30SPOD Inc Speakers £549.95 ey (5 £250 FREE 06D CABLE® £1698.85  Screenplay SP5700 BLP £CALL
Ling kemi £219888 po DVRSI/AZ55P0D ke Speakers £699.95 %
; MEK K3 .. £1894.95  Sharp XV-Z91EDLP £1799.95
e (05400 £11895  EF KT100 I Spesters E1190.85  ppgd yonon 25 £224995  Shamp XV-7200 DLP £CALL
— ty X-Ray £09995  Linn Ciassik Movie Di Ex Spealers £219085  ppy g ) £3899.95  Sim 2 Domino 20 DL £3490.95
Mesical Fldellvl delkty ;1:33023" : x Yeac Legacy 700/L5-LB0O Inc Speake £798.85  pusgion M30 AV Pack £449.95  Sim 2 HT300 Plus DL €D) £5699.95
99 CO-P m“ DVD PLAYERS Monitor Audio Bronze B2 AV .. .£799.95 Sim 2 HT300 Xtra DLP £7989.95
:'“I - et Monitor Audio Bronze B4 AV £049.95  Skm 2 HTS00 Link DLP £24095.95
Kandy - MAKE & MODEL ................... REGION 2  MULTI REGION Monitor Audlo Fadius £909.05 ThemeScene H30 Cinema DLP £1199.95
Roksan Caspian M £1080.95  prcam DivA DVBB Plus £50995  £599.95 H50 Cinema DLP &) £1
RCDO2 £370.95 ThemeScene H50 £1499.95
Lo ’ Arcam DiVA DV78 fees95s  eosees  SUBWOOFERS ThemeScene H36 Cinema DLP £2200.95
R £99495  arcam DVA DVBY £799.95  £79985  y Acoustics Pro 50 (Black) 280 06D CABLE* . £290.05  Yamaha DPX-1000 DLP @) £5693.95
Arcam DIVA DV79 £999.95  £999.95
RECORDERS Cyvus VD8 £119995  £1199.95
Ploneer PDRGCD CO-AW 16895  Donon DVD-1400 Universal .. .. £288.95  £320.95
Yamaha COR-HD1300 CD-RW £448.95  Donon 0VD-2200 Universal ..... £CALL £ CALL
AMPLIFIERS Denon DVD-2900 Universal . ... SCALL  E£CAL CONTACT YOUR LOCAL STORE OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE
Denon DVD-A11 £ CALL £CALL FOR OUR UP-TO-DATE PRICES
Arcam DIVA AS5 Plus £CALL  penon DVD-AY £1649.95 £1699.95
mgwxwo £599.85  arman Kardon DVD22 £209.95  £299.95 £ PRICING POLICY
Arcam DiVA A90 £849.95 X
Arcamm AL 1095 pomo pposyeiiisonel SEVENOAKS SOUND & VISION OPERATES A PRICING POLICY
Cyvus 6 £5995  pioneerDvics B A6 SEE OPPOSITE PAGE FOR DETAILS
Cyrus & 7995 ploneer DV565A Universal £149.85 £ CALL PLEASE NOTE: SOME PRODUCTS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES.
Cyvus Pre X Pre ... 299995 pionger DVEGSAY Universal £CALL  ECAL PLEASE CALL BEFORE TRAVELLING.
e s S e z.m“s z'mom ‘Added Value Offers- From range avalable in-store. Not in conjumction with any other offer
Denon PMA35S £179.95 Samsung HO935 £1 1 - range any 3
Linn Kolector ' £574.95 Toshiba SDDSV;E Emm EE CALL (ED) - Limited stock, some could be ex-display. Advertisement valid until at least 08/07/04, EZOE.
Linn LKBS Pover £544.95  vamaha DVD-S540 £11895  £119.95
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BEDFORD 29-31 ST PETERS STREET
01234 272779

BRIGHTON 57 wesTeRN ROA0, HOVE
01273 733338

BROMLEY 394 EAST STREET
020 8290 1988

BIRMINGHAM arcH 12, LIVERY STREET
0121 233 2977

BRISTOL 928 WHITELADIES ROAO. CLIFTON
0117 974 3727

CAMBRIDGE 17 BURLEIGH STREET
01223 304770

CARDIFF 104-106 ALBANY ROAD
029 2047 2899

CHELSEA 403 1aNGS ROAD
020 7352 9466

CHELTENHAM 14 pITTVILLE STREET
01242 241171

CRAWLEY 32 THE BOULEVARD
01293 510777

CROYDON 369-373 LONDON ROAD
020 8665 1 203 DPEN SUNDAY

EALING S1BJECT TO LEGAL COMPLETION
OPENING SOON

EDINBURGH 5 THE GRASSMARKET
0131 229 7267

EPSOM 12 upPER HIGH STREET
01372 720720 oeen sunoar

EXETER 28 cowick STREET
01392 218895

GLASGOW 88 GREAT WESTERN ROAD
0141 332 9655

GUILDFORD 738 NORTH STREET
01483 536666

HOLBORN 144-148 GRAYS INN ROAO
020 7837 7540

HULL 1 saiLE ROW, SAVILE STREET
01482 587171

IPSWICH 12-14 00GS HEAD STREET
01473 286977

KINGSTON 43 FirE ROAD
020 8547 0717 oeen sunoar

LEEDS 62 NORTH STREET
0113 245 2775 oeen sunoay

LEICESTER 10 L0SEBY LANE
0116 253 6567

LINCOLN 20-22 CORPORATION STREET
01522 527397 (orr won smmeeny

LIVERPOOL 16 LORD STREET
0151 707 8417

FMAIDSTONE 96 weeK STREET
01622 686366

MANCHESTER 69 HIGH ST, CITY CENTRE
0161 831 7969

NEWCASTLE 19 NEWGATE STREET
0191 221 2320

NORWICH 29-204 ST GILES STREET
01603 767605

NOTTINGHAM 537-599 MANSFIELB ROAD
0115911 2121

OXFORD 41 ST CLIMENTS STREET
018€5 241773

PETERBOROUGH 36-28 ARk ROAD
01733 897697 cwen sunoar

PLYMOUTH 107 cornwaLL STREET
01752 226011

POOLE |AUMER HOUSE, 44-46 HIGH STREET
01202 671677

PRESTON 40.4+ Lune STREET
01772 825777 open sunpar

READING 3-4 KINGS WALK SHOPPING CENTRE
0118 959 7768

SEVENOAKS 103-113 LoNDON ROAD
01732 459555

SHEFFIELD 63:, QUEENS RAAD, HEELE”
0114 255 5861 oeen swoar

SOLIHULL 149-151 STRATFORD ROAD
0121 733 3727

SOUTHGATE 79-81 cHase SIOE
020 8886 2777

SOUTHAMPTOMN 33 LONDON ROAD
02380337770

STAINES 4 THAMES STREET
01784 460777 geew sunpar

SWINDON 5-9 coMMERCIAL ROAD
01793 610992

SWISS COTTAGE 21 NORTHWAYS POE, AINCHLEY RO
020 7722 9777 oeen sunpar

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 25-30 ST J0HNS RGAD
01892 531543

WATFORD <78 5T ALBANS RDAD
01923 213533 seex sunnar

WEYBRIDGE 43 ¢HURCH STREET, THE QUADRANT
01932 828525

WITHAM (ESSEX) 1 THE GROVE CanTRE
01376 50733

WOLVERHAMPTON 29-30 CLEVELAND STREET
019C2 312225 grex sunoar

| OPENING HOURS: PLEASE TELEPHONE OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE
[E-MAIL: [insert store name]@sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk

o

WHO ARE SEVENOAKS?
Founded in 1972, Sevenocaks Sound &
Vision is one of the largest and most
successful hi-fi and home cinema retailers in
the country.

DEMONSTRATION
FACILITIES

Our ccmfortable demonstration rocms are
among the finest in the country, many
complying with full THX specifications.

Each Sevenoaks Sound & Vision store
stocks a wide range of quality products,
covering all categories of specialist home
entertainment, from Hi-Fi separates and
systems to DVD players, widescreen
ptasma televisions and projection systems,
all at highly competitive prices.

Friendly staff are available in all stores to
advise, demonstrate and guide you through
the home entertainment jungle.

CUSTOM INSTALLATION

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision's Custom Installation Service enables the integratian of a
home cinema or hi-fi system into your home as neatly anc seamlessly as possible. Al
electronics can be hidden away, speakers dscreetly mountad either in the wall o

ceiling and the complete system operated via remote control. \
Our installation experts are fully trained to the highest /
standards in all areas and provide a prompt, reliadle \ \./
and professional service. Whether you're looking for a

multi-room system, a dedicated home cinema
installation with a retractable screen ana built-in
speakers or an integrated control or lighting system,
Sevenoaks Sound & Vision has a diverse range of

products available to cater for all your requirements.

FREE 8 Page Custom Installation Brochure
available now from your nearest store or via

our webhsite, |

The Sevenoaks Sound & Vision website has news and information on the Sevenoaks group
and its stores.

There are regularly updated special offer and stock clearance lists with hundreds of products
available and detailed pages to help you locate your nearest store. To find out more, click on
www,sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk

PRICING POLICY

Whilst we do not claim always to be the cheapest, we try 1o ensure our prices are highly
competitive. Take into account the expert advice, unrivalled product selection, demonstration
facilities and excellent pre, during and after sales service and the lower price might not fook
such good value.

in the event you can find the same products and excellent service at a lower price, please
bring it to our store managers’ attention. We will always endeavour to offer you the best deal.

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision
GUIDE TO HI-FI AND HOME CINEMA

gREE

Pick-up your FREE
68 page guide at your
nearest Sevenoaks
Sound & Vision store
or order a Copy via
our Website. The
brochure will be
posted to you (UK
mainland addresses
only) free of charge
while stocks last.

www.sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk
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‘the guide’

‘Don't Panic"! If your system isn't giving of its best, help is at hand. In this epic six page
feature, we show you how to extract the maximum performance possible from your
individual components, and how to get them making sweet music together...

THE SOURCE

t was Linn's lvor Tiefenbrun
who famously recycled an old
computer industry aphorism,
‘garbage in, garbage out' - and
he was spot on. If your system's
source is compromised in any

way, then it simply won't give its best.

To wit, you need to buy the best
front end you can reasonably afford,
and then keep it in tip-top fettle.
Also, if the system sounds a little
imbalanced, strategic tweaks here can

pull it back in the direction you want.

Record players are sensitive souls
which have always required a ‘hands
on’ approach to keep optimised.The
first commandment is always keep
your deck well away from speaker
vibrations, which are a turntable’s
number one enemy.Also, try

removing the dustcover, which can
prove highly adept at transmitting
unwanted resonances straight to
your stylus. Always make sure the
deck is dead level, letting it work
with, rather than against, gravity. In
truth, there's not so much to setting
up a record player - it is not three
dimensional chess - although it
requires a steady hand and a clear
methodological approach.
Turntables come with two types
of suspension systems: suspended
subchassis and mass loaded plinths.
Most, such as the Linn Sondek,
Michell GyroDec and Origin Live
Aurora, use the former, where the
platter and tonearm are physically
isolated from the platter and motor
by a sprung suspension system,
rather like a car isolates its
occupants from the road. This
'suspended subchassis' is far less
prone to vibrations (resonance) from

the ground or air than non-
suspended designs, although can
display speed fluctuation effects as
the belt stretches. This may be very
small but can - in extremis - make
solo piano sound dreadful. To wit,
drive belts should be renewed if
excessively loose, or otherwise
regularly cleaned with isopropyl
alcohol on a lint-free duster. Check
the cleanliness of the belt's path (the
surfaces it comes into contact with,
including the drive pulley and inner
platter) and clean it if necessary with
isopropyl alcohol, including the pulley,
belt and inner platter.

Once the drive belt is as it
should be, the suspension should be
set up to bounce as freely as
possible. With the belt detached and
on a completely level surface, adjust
the springs so the platter moves up-
and-down as cleanly and smoothly as

“If your system's source is compromised in
any way, then it simply won't give its best”

possible - and then check it is level.
With exo-skeletal decks like Michell's
GyroDec, this is relatively easy as the
springs are readily accesible, but
enclosed plinth designs like the Linn
LP12 require the bottom board to
be removed and the spring twiddling
to be done from underneath.A
special jig - made from a turntable
table (such as a Target TT1) is ideal,
although you can place it between
two tables, with the plinth just
resting on the edges of either table
and blu-tac to secure it. When things
get this fiddly, LP12 owners may opt
to take their deck to a dealer! Once
the bounce is right, reattach the belt,
ensure there's still a clean up-and-
down motion, and set the tonearm
lead clamp so that it doesn't impede
this at all. Don't forget, the belt and
tonearm lead effectively become part
of the suspension - so factor these
variables in!

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk

Mass loaded plinths are designed
to deaden resonances without
introducing issues of speed stability
impairment or ill set up suspension
to the mix. However, they have other
pitfalls, as mass resonates propor-
tionately with the amount placed
into the turntable. To wit, it's not
completely successful unless very
heavy, and/or some form of isolation
is fitted, usually in the form of
compliant feet. Two of the most
famous examples are the Garrard
301 and the Thorens TD 124,
although many Japanese direct drive
turntables like the Technics SP10, and
affordable British decks such as the
Rega Planar 3, also use variants of
this principle. As a rule, siting the
deck on an decent support is even
more important than with suspended
subchassis decks, and we still haven't
found anything better than
Townshend Audio's Seismic Sink in
this respect. It costs £200, but is
worth it even with a Rega Planar 2,
providing the rest of your system is
decent. It brings depth and detail,
along with a stronger but faster bass
and smoother treble. A more
affordable alternative is Audiophile
Furniture's BASE SPO!{ platform,
which does half as well as the
aforementioned, for well under half
the price. Of course, even suspended
subchassis decks benefit, but it's night
and day with mass loaded plinths -
especially when they're not very
massy! Finally, the main bearing
housings on either type of deck -
providing they're belt drive - can be
usefully flushed out with detergent,
cleaned with isopropyl alcohol and
then refilled to the recommended
level with the lightweight fully
synthetic motor oil such as Mobil |
(as used in Michell decks).

Cartridges should be properly
aligned and securely fixed to the
headshell. Use a good quality
alignment protractor such as that
from Ortofon/ Henley Designs, or
the hard-to-find Mobile Fidelity



GeoDisc (try the internet!), and
secure the cartridge in place with
quality Allen bolts (such as those
from SME), tightened hard. Not too
hard mind, or you'll crack your
cartridge body or headshell! When
fitting the cartridge, don’t touch the
bare cartridge pins as the dirt from
your fingers will degrade the
electrical connection and dull the
sound - if possible, always clean them
with liberal amounts of isopropyl
alcohol before fitting. Don't trust
your tracking force to your tonearm
- unless you have something of the
quality of an SME Series V - so invest
in a good stylus balance. Rega RB300
owners — and indeed any users of
arms with springs to apply
downforce - should try setting the
tracking force to zero (effectively
disengaging the spring) and balancing
the arm via the counterweight and a
stylus pressure gauge.The springs in
some arms can cause sound
degradation.

Stylus cleanliness is all-important.
Isopropyl alcohol is the stuff to use,
diluted with distilled water and
applied on an artist’s brush from
back to front. Take care not to get
fluid onto the upper part of the
cantilever, as it can work its way up
into the suspension with unfortunate
results. An even better answer is
vibrating stylus cleaner such as Audio
Technica’s AT637. Now long deleted,
they can still be picked up in the
classifieds for under £25.

[B]

Vibration can dramatically affect the
sound of digital disc players, just as it
does turntables. Poorly sited players
won't give of their best, so make sure
your machine’s on a rigid, level
surface, away from the speakers’ line
of fire. Standing it on a separate
medite sub-table - blu-tacked to its
support and sitting on tennis balls
cut in half - can improve things
further, but isn't very easy on the
eye,To wit, Foculpods are ideal
compromise - they can sit directly
under the feet of the player, or under
each of the four corners of a
subtable. Either approach will yield an
obvious improvement in musicality,
depth and dimensionality, plus a fuller
bass and smoother treble.
Alternatively, a purpose-built isolation
platform, such as the aforementioned
Townshend Seismic Sink or
Audiophile Base will do the same job
but better still.

The other critical area for silver
disc spinners is the laser lens. Even in
the calm atmosphere of the home,
they soon fog up with dust and
grunge, causing the laser to mistrack.

GOLDRING SUPER EXSTATIC £9
Superb carbon fibre record cleaning brush, that gets even quite deep
ingrained scunge out of the groove. If this doesn't shift it, then you'll
need to wet clean it on a Keith Monks or Garrard type machine!

MICHELL RECORD CLAMP £23
Good, simple clamp that’s light enough
not to unbalance turntable suspen-
sions or cause premature bearing
wear. Brings grip and focus to
almost any turntable.

SHURE SFG-2 £25
A simple, robust and very well made stylus bal-
| ance, that's about as accurate as anything else

on the market - o0 all intents and purposes. It's
| easy to use, does what it says on the tin, and
is more likely to survive the ravages of time
than the cheap and cheerful Ortofon.

HABITAT GRAZIELLA £39

This stylish ancillary light has a flexi-
ble neck leading to a bright - but
low powered - halogen bulb, and its
base clamp attaches easy to most
turntable supports. Result: you can
see the LP track you're cueing, and
the cartridge stays nice and warm,
bringing a sweeter sound with more
stable tracking.

MILTY ZEROSTAT £37.50

Although regular use of a carbon fibre
record brush such as Goldring's
Super Exstatic should keep static elec-
tricity at bay, if you need to bring in the big
guns', then this is the one.Works brilliantly.

MICHELL. VMICHELL

WY MBOL OF BEECEMON ‘mcno Countorweight
MICHELL TECNOWEIGHT £68 Upgrege for Rega 250. o e Stes

o Pracien roested

Brilliant upgrade for owners of
Rega RB250, RB300 or Moth
derivatives. An elegantly designed
counterbalance weight which
gets the best out of the arm, and e enemetnng b
is easy to set up too. By -tory-+ oo
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P A Il 0 S ‘The Pathos Acoustics Classic One is one of the |
finest sounding amps | have ever heard, of any
erq, from anywhere. . .”

Sam Tellig — Stereophile, Nov 2003 -

VKD

UKD Ltd.

23 Richings Way
lver

Bucks

Tel: 01753 652669

=

www.ukd.co.uk
post@ukd.co.uk

Alfordable High Performance
Phono Awplifier from
Trichord Research

Moving Coil

Moving Magnet
Switchable Gain
Switchable Loading
Super Regulators
Discrete Output Stage

Tel: +44 (0)1684 311600
Upgradeable Power Supply www.TRicHordresearch.com
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This gets the player’s error
correction circuitry in a frenzy, which
in turn degrades the sound. So,
although it's not the most accessible
of things, keeping your player’s laser
spotlessly clean is a must. There are
two ways to do this - if you're of the
DIY persuasion, disconnect your
player from the mains and remove its
casing. Dampen a cotton bud with
Isopropyl alcohol and without
touching any electronics, clean the
laser lens, wipe off the fluid and buff
with a micro-fine lens cleaning cloth
such as a Pentax cloth (available from
opticians or camera shops). However,
if your player’s still under warranty,
you're not sure what you're doing,
or you're not the kind of guy to be
seen in DIY superstores first thing
on a Sunday morning, then an
automatic cleaning disc should be
more your cup of tea.

THE LOUDSPEAKERS

[a] placement

Wherever you choose to site your
speakers, aim for rigidity: the more
they wobble around, the more you
lose dynamics and clarity. Many
speakers also benefit from having
their drivers tightened - often the
Allen bolts or screws securing them
to the front baffle are too loose,
making for diffuse imaging and muddy
bass. Finally, ported designs with
over-full bass can benefit from having
their ports blocked or restricted
with foam rubber or cork.

[b] supports

All loudspeakers benefit from
speaker stands, with the exception of
very well designed floorstanders.
Late eighties frame-type models, such
as Linn’s Kan, Heybrook’s HBS| or
Linn’s Sara (depending on whether
you have small, medium or large
standmounters) generally offer better
support than modern column stands.
All can be picked up in the classifieds
for under £40. Spike your speakers
to your stands and your stands to
your floors, although blu-tack can be
used to secure standmounters to
stand top-plates or bookshelves.

<] cabling

Agreed wisdom has swung from
people denying speaker cables have
any effect to people throwing their
chequebooks at anyone with a few
metres of twin and earth and some
banana plugs. Truth be told, massively
expensive cables are less of an
upgrade than, say, getting a clean
mains supply or setting up your front
end properly. Still, careful cable
choice can be that perfect palliative
to dull or shrill components

MILTY CD/DVD LENS CLEANER £13.50 IMILTY

Although not as effective as manual wet cleaning of the cD /D

laser with a cotton bud, this is a lot easier and works VD LENS CLEA ER
well - a great first port of call if your digital disc spinner “LEANING NER
starts mistracking, too.

PERFECT SOUND DISCS GOLD £15

A great way to reduce vibration into
source components - they look neat, 3 e
and give a subtle but obvious »
' @& smoothening of the sound, with deeper [ —
b bass and sweeter treble. Better looking than
y £ ; / Foculpods, but not quite as dramatic in effect.

“ 4

TCI VIPER BUDGET £50
Robust budget interconnect
that's am ideal first step up
the tweaking ladder. Adds
depth and space to the free-
bie cables that come with
entry-level players, and a
degree of subtiety too.

MONSTER M9501 £150

Excellent upgrade for bundled CD player
interconnects, few of which - Linn notwith-
standing - are worth bothering with.
Smooth but open and punchy sound with
strong bass makes it ideal to mid-price

machines.

elsewhere.The general rule is, course, DIY minded folk can start
audition all cables in the context of modifying the insides for better
your own system, and don’t splash sound, but substantial sonic
the cash until you're convinced it improvements can be made without
couldn’t do better elsewhere. the need to plug in a soldiering iron

at all - simply by cleaning all the
THE ELECTRONICS contacts, getting pure power into the
Think of your amplifier is an amplifier, sensible placement and
electrical junction box with gain. Of synergistic interconnects.
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| BRASSO £3

When your phono sockets o
look like they're going rusty,
it's time to deploy the heavy
stuff. Polish them, or your mains
plug pins with this, clean it off
with isopropyl alcohol and be
amazed.

ISOPROPYL ALCOHOL £5

Available in small quantities from all dispens-
ing chemists, this will clean everything from
your LP surfaces to your contacts, although dilut-
ing it with distilled water is advisable. Essentially,
this is CD or tape 'cleaning fluid' at one hundredth of
the price... .
KONTAK £15 -“‘M
This works even better ‘f}“ »
than isopropyl, leaving —
absolutely no residue and
pulling hitherto invisible dirt
off metal plugs and sockets

hefore your very eyes! Expensive, but worth its
weight in gold.

MILTY FOCULPOOS £18
This pack of four sorbothane pads radically
transforms anything you place on top of them -
it's amazing how even low level resonance
spoils the sound. Ideal for pre and power
amplifiers alike, but great with everything
else too!

INEA LACK COFFEE TABLE £20

Many readers

thought this was \
an April Fool joke
when it was fea-
tured in that
month's issue,
but we're seri-
ous. By all
means, spend
thousands on
supports, but
you'll be sur-
prised the differ- 1
ence that a good, ’&
e rigid, light coffee table can make with turntables and
electronics alike.

MONSTER INTERLINK 250 £20
Excellent affordable multi-purpose interconnect, ideal
for use with DVD players, tuners, digital
recorders, etc. Bright, crisp, engaging

sound but with finesse too. ‘[\
MONSTER FIRELINK AV £30
® Superbly crafted IEEE 1394 digi-
\ tal interconnect cable, for rele-
g vant computer and high speed
digital audio/AV applications.
Brilliant build means this should far out-
last the hardware it's plugged into!
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/ WIREWORLD OASIS 5 £99/M I |

NSTER
.77 714 er use, although possibly
e

QEO SS30 £40

Neutral sounding speaker switching
box for up to 3 pairs of loudspeakers
in either series or parallel. if you
need multi-room and/or multi-speak-
er music at an affordable price, this
does it.

QED SQART AV2110 £50/M
Fine 'affordable high end’
SCART to SCART lead. If
you've bought a decent
DVD-Audio player, then
this will get great video
into the TV or plasma.

A brilliantly self-effacing interconnect that's ideal for use
between a pre and power amplifier. It's very neutral and
three dimensional, leaving you to tune the rest of your
system in the knowledge that nothing strange is happen-
ing right at its very heart.

SOUND ORGANISATION 2540 £175
A crisply styled and busi-
nesslike four shelf system
support, with fine quality
metalwork, solid spiking
and neat glass shelves.
Sound is stable and open.
There are better
supports available,
but few offer such
value.

TCI SUPER CONSTRICTOR £180/1M
One of our fave power cables. Expensive,
but still great value if you have a
high end system. Ideal for
integrated or power amplifi-

‘overkill' with less current-
intensive applications. Brings
tremendous depth and articula-
tion to the sound, and sweetness
too.




[a] contacts

Dirty or tarnished contacts flatten
and muddy the sound more than
you'd imagine, so it's vital to keep
them fresh. And if you think the
snazzy gold phono sockets on the
back of your amp won't tarnish
because they're ‘gold’, you're wrong.
The fact is that all contacts oxidise,
because the plating, be it nicke! or
gold, is invariably impure.The
simplest way around this is to polish
them with a liberal amount of metal
polish, such as Brasso or T-Cut. Put it
on a cotton bud and work it around
the exposed outsides of your RCA
phonos. It should then be buffed off
with a duster or cotton bud until it
shines, and then cleaned with
isopropyl alcohol on a cotton bud
and then wiped dry with another -
or better still, with Kontak. The
insides of phono sockets can be
cleaned with pipe cleaners dipped in
isopropyl alcohol or Kontak, with the
unit’s power switched off and discon-
nected from the mains. This done,
you'll have pristine, unplated, pure
metal for your interconnects to
work with, making the sound
obviously cleaner, clearer and more
musical. Ensure that all your mains
plugs are clean, using the cleaning
method detailed above.

[b] cables

The wires in your system have a
significant effect on sound quality,
although this shouldn't be overstated
- as there's no point in spending
£500 on an interconnect for a £250
CD player. As a guide, budget 20% of
your total system for all your
interconnects, mains leads and
speaker cables. Start with good basic
ones, and use the tremendous choice
out there to help you fine tune the
sound you want. Essentially, copper
wire has a bright, explicit, upfront
sound that - if done well - can add a
nice propulsive quality. The obverse is
that it can make it harsh, crude and
thin. With this in mind, many move to
silver wire, which has a sweet,
smooth and silky sound. However,
this can be over-smooth and lacking
in musicality, so a hybrid - silver
plated copper is a popular budget
compromise. The best is generally
thought to be carbon, but this is
expensive. Although very neutral and
three dimensional, some mourn its
lack of 'pep’, so it's not a universal
cure-all. The only option with
interconnects and mains cables is to
'suck it and see', upgrading method-
ically and deliberately - and
preferably by auditioning, via your
friendly dealer rather than simply
after reading rave reviews.

QED 79 STRAND £1.10/M

The original ‘bread and butter’ cable that does the
job if you're on a budget. Doesn’t sound so geod
until you realise you'll have to spend twice as
much to better it.

IX0S XHS606-S £2.49/M

High quality budget speaker
cable for those who can afford
more than 79 strand. Very
impressive for mid-priced
wires, with an engaging and
powerful sound, yet subtle too.

BLU-TAC £5

Place this stuff between your loudspeakers
and supports (i.e. the top plates of spsaker
stands) and be amazed by how much the
sound tightens and opens up. Great for clamp-
ing standmount speakers direct to book-
shelves and desks, too.

CHORD COMPANY ODYSSEY 2 £18/M ’ /
One of the very best loudspeaker cables money

can buy, but so it should be at this price.
Extremely neutral - neither adds nor subtracts -
yet musically convincing and wonderfully spacious
too. Ideal for long runs.

PERFECT SOUND SPIKES GOLD £30
This set of eight small spikes is designed to be
place on to speaker stand top __’-—

plates, to clamp speaker bases
firm. An excellent tweak, giving
tighter bass and better focus right throughout the
audio band.

MONSTER MSB550SW £100
Bespoke subwoofer cable with extremely rugged construction
and high quality, low noise wire that's ideal for long runs.

[c] mains you're really

The quality of your system’s AC fastidious, you can
mains supply can dramatically affect wire two items

its sound. If getting an electrician to into the same plug
wire a separate spur for your hi-fi (i.e. so that your pre
isn't on the cards, at least ensure all and power amplifier share the
mains plugs and leads are clean, using  same mains socket) to remove
the recommended cleaners above on  needless ‘layers’ of sound degrading
the pins of the plugs and IEC sockets  connections.

of your equipment - obviously when

all AC power is switched off. If

possible, avoid multi-socket junction

boxes, plugging each component into

its own wall socket. If not possible,

choose the best junction box you

can, such as one of the

recommended products below. If
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A true 24bit/192kHz up-
sampling digital/analogue
converter that offers a
major upgrade for one-
box CD players and a
sweet, natural CD sound

bargo\u\

The Bel Canto DAC2 is one of
those rare AFFORDABLE — £1295 —
audio bargains that brings a real
“smile-on-your-face” upgrade.

Your system can only be as good as
the SIGNAL SOURCE. Wonderful
amplifiers and speakers cannot add
“quality” to a dubious source. In
fact they are likely to emphasise its
INADEQUACIES and sound worse!

We recommend a cost ratio of
5:2:1 in simpler systems — ie the
source should cost 5 times more
than the speakers. The DAC2 is a
performance BREAKTHROUGH.

UPSAMPLING DONE WELL brings a
more natural, spacious, easier sound
to your whole CD collection, while
“straight” CD can seem frenzied by
comparison.

With digital in particular beware of
sexy badges that promise the Earth.
“IT’s NOT WHAT YOU DO BUT
HOW YOU Do IT” applies in spades
to DACs and CD players: chip
accuracy, power supply regulation,
internal layout and much more.

Allow time to hear the difference
when you listen to the compact

DAC2 - 10 secoNDS should do. Th
Bel Canto DIGITAL AMPLIFIERS are | S

also gaining a global reputation for nght

Vinyl Storage Solutions

Vinyl storage solutions for all your LP's
and 12" singles.

Made from high quality "bonded" acrylic so no
assembling required.

Available in clear or black and fitted with thick clear feet
on both colours for additional support.Can be stacked on
top of each other to utilize small spaces.

Clear £59

Black £69

For more information and order forms
please call Martin on:
0208 6605963 or 07711 572136.

performance against price. See
www.belcantodesign.com N ote
Customers say we make some of the BEST '
SOUNDS they have ever heard, so you know —&—

we can do the same in your home. Our

advice will take account of your best o’
components and guide you where change is —‘H—
needed, in stages you can afford.

You AVOID EXPENSIVE MISTAKES, enjoy
music along the way and save money in the A 3
long run.

JUST LISTEN AND YOU'LL KNOW

e

01225 874728

CD: AccupHase, ACCUSTIC ARTS, AUDIO SYNTHESIS, Bel Canto, dCS (ELGAR, DELIUS
PURCELL, VERDI, VERONA), WADIA. VINYL: AviD, Basis, CLEARAUDIO, DNM, GRAHAM,
THE GROOVE, LEHMANN, MICHELL, ORIGIN LiVE, SUMIKO BLUE POINT SPECIAL,
TRANSFIGURATION. AMPLIFIERS: ACCUPHASE, ADVANTAGE, BEL CANTO, CAT, DNM,
GAMUT, HOVLAND, NAGRA, SONNETEER, SPECTRAL. LOUDSPEAKERS: AUDIO PHYSIC,
DAL, ETHOs, NEAT, TOTem, VERITY AuDiO. CABLES: ARGENTO, CHORD Co., DNM,
NORDOST, SILTECH, VERTEX AQ, YAMAMURA CHURCHILL ETC. MAINS Accuphase,

40 HI-FI WORLD JULY 2004 www.hi-fiworld.co,uk

Vertex AQ. SUPPORTS: ARcicl, STANDS UNIQUE, VERTEX AQ

NEW 2004
FULL COLOUR DIY
LOUDSPEAKER GUIDE
NOW AVAILABLE

Featuring a
comprehensive
range of
loudspeaker kits,
drive units and
components, many
at reduced prices.

Phone today for your FREE
catalogue or check out our
Website.

WILMSLOW AUDIO
50 Main Street, Broughton Astley,
Leicester LE9 6RD

Tel: 01455 286603 Fax: 01455 286605
Website: www.wilmslowaudio.com W’d




sand...and deliver

Thanks to bouncy floorboards, LP replay was a nightmare in David Denyer's home - the
slightest step saw the stylus skating across the record. The answer was a sandbox, which

also vastly improved the sound...

espite my exquisite and

expensive vinyl source,

dancing was a CD only

thing thanks to footfall

problems - my dodgy

floor meant the slightest
tap of the foot when the needie hit
the groove would result in the invol-
untary changing of tracks, and risk
the premature demise of my stylus.
Drastic action was called for, and my
system's entire foundations had to be
changed!

My electronics are supported on
three Clearlight Audio Aspeke racks.
Apart from the Naim Fraim and
Audiophile Furniture's Star Base, the
Aspekts gave easily the best
performance in my situation despite
the footfall problem. Footfall still
affected the other racks, so this
would have still been an issue The
Aspekts gave a very natural, flowing
and organic sound to the system
with a well defined soundstage,
although at high volumes the sound,
particulaly from LP, became a bit
messy. At that stage | was unaware of
how much the rest of the system
was being held back.

| tried placing a concrete slab
beneath the rack with the turntable
on it, which helped in both cleaning
up the sound and in preventing the
stylus from jumping, although it didn't
look very pretty and only lessened
the problems. ! have had good
experience of ‘small’ sandboxes
placed on top of an equipment rack
when used under some turntables so
decided to make a very large
sandbox, which would damp a large
area of floor and hopefully effectively
support the all of the electronics,
positioned as they were, on the
Aspekts. Although | wanted as large a
footprint and mass as possible (to
provide the maximum stability) it
made sense to me to have three
separate top panels to further isolate
the racks from each other.

| made my sand box to support
the three Clearlight Aspekts, other
racks may require different
measurements, but the principle is
the same. The base of the box is a
200x57cm piece of 18mm MDF and
the top panels 3 pieces of 67x56cm

18mm MDF.The surround of
the box is made from
planed 4x 1" timber; this is
screwed and glued around
the base to form an
extremely large and heavy
(even when empty) tray.
After filling the screw holes
sanding | stained the outside
of the edges with cherry
wood stain to match my
Aspekts and painted the
inside of the tray and the
top panels with black acrylic
floor paint, figuring floor
paint would be suitably tough.

Now for the fun part: forgetting
entirely about the existence of kiin
dried sand, | bought 4 sacks of the
play pit variety. It was slightly damp
so | spread it thinly on the kitchen
floor and pointed a fan heater at it. lt
after a couple of days my kitchen felt
like a beach and there was sand
everywhere - get dried sand, it's
worth it!

After thoroughly clearing up any
stray sand and dismantling my system
| placed the tray in position, making
sure there was a gap between the
box and the skirting board, then
started shovelling in the sand... By
the time it was full to about 3/4"
below the lip the tray wasn’t going to
be moving anywhere. Next, level the
sand using a spirit level and a piece
of wood to get as flat and level a
plain of sand as you can. Now
carefully place the first board in
position. | started with the middle
one and measured carefully to make
sure it was exactly in the centre. By
tapping the board it is easy to hear
where it isn't bedded down firmly
into the sand. A bit of wiggling and
redistribution of sand is necessary to
get the board level and firmly seated.
Repeat this with the other two
boards and you're almost done.
Although this may sound easy, it was
actually the longest, most tedious
hands-on part of the whole process.
All that was left to do was to put the
Aspekts back in position and rebuild
the system...

| was amazed! Such an
improvement dynamic range and bass
definition was unexpected, as was a

www_hi-fiworld.co.ek

substantial tidying up of the midrange
and treble. What's more this seemed
to be so almost irrespective of
volume. Also to my surprise CD and
FM radio sounded noticeably
improved so it was clear that the
whole system was working much
better. A few days listening definitely
confirmed the experiment a
resounding success although now
that things were much easier to spot
| became aware of the slightest trace
of thickening, a sound | often
associate with the use of MDF.The
addition of Clearlight RDC cone
cups, stuek with double-sided tape
onto the top panels of the sandbox
to accept the RDC feet of the
Aspekts removed the last trace of
this colouration and | was very happy
indeed.

The whole
system feels like it
is working much
more easily. Even
at high levels the
sound is relaxed
yet immediate,
noticeably more
dynamic and
focused with
improved timing.
Tonally it's
sweeter, a layer of haze (which |
wasn't previously aware of) has been
removed from the higher frequencies
making everything, records, CDs and
the radio clearer and more involving
with a huge focused soundstage and
improved detail. The whole project
cost around £35, plus the cost of the
RDC cups, and is one of the most
effective upgrades I've made.
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{ VA Fak o2l a “l.“ ik y TO0 RUQITION THE NEV ANTHONY GALLO RCOUSTICS REFERENCE 3 OR TO FIND YOUR
g ( NERREST DEALER (ALL 0870 350 1348 OR VISIT UUU.ANTHONYGRLLO.CO.UK

Reference'

The new Gallo Reference 3 buiids upon the design
nstead he designs beautifully different lcudspeakers philosophies of our onginal reference products the Nudeus
He doesn t build conventional "hoxy’ rectangular Solo and the Nudeus Reference and s uniguely equipped to

speakers either, preferring tc desigm h s creations demonstrate the advantages of the new breed of high

around spheres - thus eliminatmg internal resonance resolution dig1tal audio formats such as DVD Audio and SACD

and external diffraction, the tTwo man causes of

oudspeaker distortion With 1ts 10 long throw bass woofer, twin 4 carbon fibre
(] .
‘. AANTHONY GALO midrange drivers and our hl£h|y acclaimed CDT™ tweeter
Quite simply - Anthony Ga produces some of the t .0870 350 13148 the new Reference 3 from Anthony Gallo Rcoustics sets new
world’s finest 21 r loudspeaker systems enquiries@anthonygatlo.co.uk standards in offordoble loudspeoker design

ichell Orbe

A Symbol of pry

Orbe Controller now contains the
ever Connected ™™ circuilry as standard

Michell Engineering Ltd,
2 Theobald St,

email: info@michell-engineering.co.uk BorEhamWOOd'
Tel: 020 8953 0771 Fax: 02 8207 4688 Herts, WD6 4SI_E

web: www.michell-engineering.co.uk
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Control Power

Michell's Orbe turntable is now ten years old, and by way of celebration, it has just got a
heavily revised power supply using 'Never-Connected' technology. David Price examines the

curiously named Orbe Controller NC...

egular readers may know

that | have more than a

passing respect for Michell

turntables, as they've been

my choice of deck for the

past twelve years. Back in
1992 | bought an old GyroDec out
of curiosity, stuck a worn out old
Rega R200 tonearm on it and was
amazed that it outperformed by
meticulously well set up Linn Sondek,
complete with Ekos arm and top
Audio Technica moving coil.

The rest, as they say, is history.
Three years later | was the proud
owner of the new Orbe, complete
with SME SeriesV tonearm. Well,
cartridges and arms have come and
gone, but the Orbe has stayed the
same.

Sadly perhaps, | take absolutely
no care of it - it sits there gathering
dust with its beautiful Acrylic
dustcover in the cupboard (it sounds
better that way) and spring covers
removed. Unlike my old LP12, it
never gets any setting up, servicing or
TLC - it doesn't need it. Yet it still
sounds unerringly superb, day in, day
out. If there's a problem with my
system sound, | am always completely
confident that it's coming from
elsewhere.

With this in mind, | am
somewhat averse to tweaking it, but
when the new Michell VC power
supply and DC motor came out a
couple of years back | had to have a
fisten. Result: even firmer, stronger
and more commanding sound, with a
smoothing of the upper midband and
sweetening of the treble. "It's
incredible,” said John Michell to me,
"the difference that getting that AC
mains out of the deck makes..."

Well, the new Orbe Controller
NC takes this a step further. It's a
direct replacement for the VC, and
looks almost identical, name plaque
aside. Inside, however, there's Never-
Connected circuitry. This is claimed
to ensure that, as it says on the tin,
the unit is never directly correctly to

the mains - with total isolation from
mains noise as the result. Now, I'm
not an electronics engineer so can't
vouch for the technical voracity
of these claims, but do
have a perfectly good
pair of ears and 12
years experience of
Michell Orbe
listening on an
almost daily basis...

As such, the
improvement
was obvious.
Akin to
changing
from AC to
DC, the NC
PSU brought
about greater
dimensionality in
soundstaging. This
has always been
excellent, but not up to
ClearAudio Reference standards (at
admittedly twice the price). Well, the
new Controller NC brings the Orbe
much closer to this superlative
standard. Image projection has always
been top notch, yet there was a
subtle solidifying of this, too. Left to
right image location gained better
focus, and there was more of sense
of instruments hanging in the
acoustic, completely disconnected
from the loudspeakers.

There were subtle gains in other
areas, too. Bass gained additional bite
and speed, taking it closer to the
very best Japanese direct drives in
this respect. The midband had ever
so slightly more detail, with a
marginally wider palette of colours.
It's not as if the Orbe was ever a
grainy turntable, but it was even
more devoid of hash, mush and
general 'pollution’ in this region.
Treble was both silkier and yet more
atmospheric. The latter point is
another area where it suffers in
comparison to the ClearAudio, but
the NC brings it closer.

The result is a £2,300 turntable

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk

whose weaknesses are now hardly
discernible compared to the best at
the twice the price. And as for its
strengths - they're better than ever.
It's a brilliant all rounder, the Orbe
(always was), and now is more able
still. The problem is that Michell says
the new Orbe Controller NC is not
available as direct replacement for
the VC. Essentially you'll have to buy
a new Orbe for £2,298 (or £2,015
for the SE) if you want to experience
it. | find this a little odd, and wonder
if the company might reconsider its
position?
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MONSTER, INC.

David Price talks to the man who paved the way for the modern world of audiophile
interconnects - Mr Monster Cable himself, Noel Lee...

DP:When did you realise cables
made a difference
NL:When | was trying to improve
my system back in the early 1970s,
being a poor audiophile and not
being able to buy the latest amplifi-
cation, | had to improve the system |
had. This comprised Dalquist DHI0
loudspeakers, a Phase Linear 400 and
Ampzilla amplifier, plus a Dynaco
preamplifier. Engineers told me 16
gauge wire was good
enough, and so did
magazines, and | said "if
that's good, then bigger
can’t hurt!”

| found bigger wire was
better, and also that as | wound the
wire different gauges made tonality
changes and that as | wound the wire
the way | wound them, the direction
and even the dielectrics all had an
effect on tonality - as much effect as
a good amp or preamp. So the first
Monster speaker cables and
interconnects were the result of a
lot of experimentation with wires |

NOEL LEE - HI-FI AND ME

"I have been a hobbyist ever since | was a teenager, and with no
money | had to buy many little kits and make them. That is how |

learnt how to build and tune products, My first system was a

Dynaco amp, Dual turntable with AKG cartridge and KLH speakers
and the like. | have had lots of different items through the years,
including Quad electrostatics and many British items like KEF 3/5as
- the little guys that were fantastic! | am now a home theatre fan
as well. Today my preamp is Lexicon and my power amps - before

we made our own - were Krell, and my speakers were Martin

Logan Monoliths. The world is going multi-channel. However, truly
good multi is difficult to set up and expensive. When mono went to
stereo there were a lot of different ideas around such as ping-pong

stereo and we are seeing the same things happening now.

However, mixing video with audio is the way it is going. For purists
including myself, two channel still is where it's at for sound quali-
ty. | am glad to see tubes and vinyl having a resurgence though,
because there is a resurgence in real listening and enjoyment of

music."
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hand wound in my garage, before |
came up with the formula for a good
sounding cable.

As an enthusiastic hobbyist and
audiophile, | thought | could make a
business out of cables. However, |

HI-FI WORLD JULY 2004

had no business experience; | was an
engineer and a geeky one at that.
Had | known how difficult business
really was, | probably would not have
done it. Luckily, | did not know! | felt
that every audiophile should own
this marvellous invention. | wanted
them to know that cables aren't just
passive devices that don't do
anything, but they are the last missing
link.

We had a product that | call "a
cure with no disease". People did not
know that cables were bad or
inadequate and that the cheap cable
that came with every loudspeaker or
turntable or amp was detrimental to
the sound. | had to make this case to
the audio buying public. | made this
by demonstration.You could make all
the written arguments you wanted,
but not everyone would believe
it. | had to do the demo, so |
built a series of speaker
switchers that allowed me to
switch back and forth. |
switched between inadequate
free giveaway and Monster. The
rest is history!

DP: How did the interna-
tional audiophile scene
react?

NL:The consumer was the
easiest person to convince
because they did not know any
better. They only believed their
ears and had an open mind.The
audiophile press and many
audiophile engineers including
those from the AES (Audio
Engineering Society) knew that
cables couldn't make a
difference as they couldn't measure a
difference so they refused to believe
there was a difference. However,
many recording engineers and
musicians did hear a difference and
they did not care what was
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measurable, they only believed what
they heard.They told their friends
and that's how we grew the Monster
branding and reputation for having a
legitimate technology.

The first product was the
Monster speaker cable. We wrote
many technical papers at that time,
There were also other manufacturers
that came out with their own brand
of audio cable. In the UK especially

“the audiophile camp instantly heard
differences and they wrote about it”

Hitachi launched their LC-OFC
which was well written about.
Everyone seemed to have a technical
case for cables. It is important to
have a technical argument for the
geeks and engineering community,
but there was no back up that gave
validity that was beyond dispute.
There were many different
arguments but these did not help us
to sell cable. It was the subjective
arguments that won. No matter what
the technical case, audiophiles buy
the product that makes the most
difference to the sound.

DP:Were the dealers and press
hard to persuade?

NL: Some dealers were easy to
persuade but they found it difficult to
believe they could sell a product that
they were otherwise giving away
free.They also found it difficult to sell
wire for 60cents per foot that cost
in simpler form 6cents a foot. So we
had to help them with demos.

The press on the other hand
were split into two camps. The
audiophile camp instantly heard
differences and they wrote about it
here in the US and abroad. But there
was a group of US mags especially
that wrote against it saying cables do
not make a difference. They also had
a heavy measurement background
and they were the same folks that
could not hear a difference between
transistors and tubes and accepted



that transistors were better. They
could not a hear a difference
between CD players and D/A
convertors either. They have all gone
out of business or changed names or
been bought. So the audiophile camp
won!

As for the second part.
Audiophiles heard the differences
and declared them greater than
those from a change of phono
cartridge and often bigger than the
differences made by an amplifier or
preamp. This meant the cables
costing 20 dollars to 50 dollars at
that time were a very reasonable
cost for the improvement in sound
they gave.

The two markets between US
and UK were dramatically different,
especially from the press viewpoint.
The UK press is very influential

‘I knew the cost benefit was as good as
any other product on the market...”

about what the consumer buys, and
was very receptive. In fact, the UK
consumers were the ones who
developed Tiptoes and spikes and
filling speaker stands with sand and
lead shot and suchlike.The UK is a
hotbed for improvements that don't
cost a lot of money. However, there
were other brands so we had to fight
names like QED and some others.

The US press were not quite so
receptive and were a litde slower
because of the nature of the product
and because they were somewhat
unwilling to accept new ideas and
concepts. We had in fact made cables
fashionable. Most people had got
burned out about turntables and
cassette decks and speakers and
were looking for something new. |
never doubted the worth of what |
was doing because | knew it worked
and | knew the cost benefit was as
good as any other product on the
market.

DP:Was it flattering to find
yourself in competition with
rival cable companies?

NL: At first | was very upset about
competition. | would create a market
that others did not have to do, but
simply had to waltz in and present
their version, often at lower prices
without all the effort we had made.
But in the end | learnt that
competition was healthy, because
they tend to validate the market. If
nobody else entered people might
ask if it was legitimate: why were
others not in the market! So Hitachi,
Van den Hul, QED, Siltech and others
took a piece of the market but also
grew it for us. Today it is well known
that cables do make a difference as a
result.

Monster cables are technically
different drastically. We did not
believe in the benefits of LC-OFC
and things that related to the quality
of copper.We believed that other
factors, like gauge, winding pattern
and dielectric had far more effect.
Our technologies are now well
known and we have over 100
patents, many of which highlight the
use of multi-gauges and winding at
different pitches, and time aligning

soww . hi-fiworld.co.uk

the cable to take
time smear
distortion out of
the wire. This
dramatically
improves the sound and naturalness
more than any other competitor
who uses just straight wire.We call
this "Bandwidth Balanced".

SUAALIALLLLLY

MONSTER

© Just bmrght

the Home =)
Theator Powerber 1180 0ad ot

annct bokous the differvace i
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Bavet

“

click on www.monstercable.com for more information on
Monster’s huge range of interconnects, cables, audio
accessories and electronics
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Groove, Clean

he original idea for a wet
cleaning machine came
from Percy Wilson who
published his ideas in
"Gramophone’ magazine in
the 1960s. Rumour has it
that gin was initially used and some
people still use vodka, which is ideal
in many ways.

Since the cupboards at Tabor
Towers will not run to a few bottles
of these exotic variants on the
theme of alcohol (purely for test
purposes of course), a cheaper
substitute would be isopropyl
alcohol, which should be added to
about two and a half times its
volume of water.

However, there is a possible
problem with alcohol interaction
with the vinyl that might cause long-
term damage. A better solution (sic)
was found by Martina Schoener of
L'Art du Son, the German importers
of the Loricraft cleaner. With the
help of a university, Martina
researched possible liquids for
cleaning that will not harm vinyl and
her product is now recommended
for use with the machine.The
residual, such as it is, produces
molecules that are smaller than vinyl
molecules, so they effectively vanish
as far as the stylus is concerned. This
is probably the only liquid that can
be used safely on the more fragile
78rpm discs.

An important reason for cleaning
new records is that when LPs are

ablutions...

pressed they leave
behind a mould release agent,
which is similar to cooking oil and
not good news for the diamond tip
of your expensive stylus. This agent is
removed by the special formula
cleaning liquid.

The original Loricraft was made
ten years ago by Terry O'Sullivan -
production is now nearing the one
thousand mark. The original machine
was the PRC2 and is still made. It has
two boxes, one for the pump.The
machine reviewed here is the PRC3
and some cost saving has been made
by using a smaller pump and putting
the entire machine into one box.
Needless to say, many of these
machines are sold to archivists who
wish to transfer valuable collections
to CD with the minimum of surface
noise.

SET UP

The used fluid jar needs to be
attached to the side of the machine
and the plastic hoses plugged in.
Next you have to draw the thread
through the arm and into the jar,
which is where the spent thread
ends up.The supplied liquid comes in
a 100ml bottle, the contents of which
need to be added to distilled water
and there is enough to make 5 litres.
This is a concentration of one part in
fifty, so | used a convenient 250ml
container from my photographic kit,
adding 245ml to just 5ml of the
concentrate. Finally, the arm needs to
be balanced as you would a pickup
arm.To do this, unlock the weight at
the end of the arm using the supplied
Allen key. Move the weight until the
cleaning point has a downward force
of about 2.5g - a little heavier than
most cartridges. Then tighten the
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If there's one thing LPs don't like, it's dirt in the
grooves. Carbon fibre brushes are a great
solution for dust, but only a professional
machine, such as this one from Loricraft,
will remove scunge. Francis Tabor does the

weight with the Allen key and you
are ready to start work.

An eye dropper is a convenient tool
for use. Switch the motor switch to
the on position. Apply about 5ml of
fluid to the record while it is
rotating. Avoid the paper area in the
middle! Work the fluid into the
grooves using the supplied nylon
brush. Don't apply pressure; the
brush is only needed to spread the
fluid. The bristles are .007 inch in
diameter while a record groove is
typically .002 inches. This means that
excessive pressure on the brush
could damage the record, so be
warned.You are not trying to grind it
into the grooves. Make sure the
grooves are thoroughly covered, but
don't use too much fluid as it will be
thrown off the edge of the record as
it spins. Just in case you do, the
switches have splash-proof rubber
boots to prevent electrical problems.

Now here's the slightly surprising
bit. Place the vacuum arm on the
‘wrong' side of the label, just as in
the photographs. Now switch on the
arm and pump switches. The vacuum
arm will traverse the record in about
one minute. When it reaches the rim
of the record, switch off the arm and
pump switches.

It is possible that there will be
some slack in the thread as the arm
moves towards the rim.This is
normal and surplus thread will be
sucked into the jar at the side when
the arm runs off the record. Turn the
record over to clean the other side.
You will need to rotate the spool by
just a few millimetres to have some
slack in the thread before starting to
clean each record. It is obviously a
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good idea to keep the wrntable very
clean, as every time you will be
putting a freshly cleaned record on it
when you start to clean side two.

But should you just clean your
records and put them back in their
sleeves? Oh no, don't do that! Any
dirt in the sleeves will just scratch the
surface as the record is placed back in
the sleeve. Better by far to buy brand
new inner sleeves and use one of
these after cleaning, discarding the
original, or possibly putting the new
inner sleeve inside the original, before
putting the combined pair into the
original outer sleeve. It's worth the
effort!

| went shopping at Hififorsale.com
Ltd - a dealer who sells a variety of
inner sleeves or just this purpose.
They stock sleeves by Nagaoka and
Veda as well as a lined paper sleeve.
All these replacement inners are anti-
static, which is an essential
requirement. Cost for a hundred
varies from just under £30 to nearly
£60 depending on the type you buy.

RECORDS USED IN THIS REVIEW INCLUDED:

RESULTS

First up | cleaned my most
recent purchase. Not brand new,
it has been played a few careful
times. Norah Jones' 'Feels Like
Home' is a very different sound
to that of older LPs and | was
surprised at the clean CD-like
overall quality of the record. But
that said, there was some
continuous background noise at
a low level. After cleaning that
background noise all but
disappeared. There was still the
occasional little click, but there
were fewer of them.

Ms Jones' singing seemed
to improve after cleaning.
Difficult to quantify but I'm sure
there was a hint of distortion
before the operation. Afterwards,
that had gone and Norah sang
very sweetly for me. Could there
have been a little bit of surplus
mould release agent on this
pressing! A good start, then.

Moving on to the first LP
in my alphabetical list, | took
Allegri's Miserere from its sleeve
for the first time in at least five
years, possibly ten.Yes, the
familiar crackles were there, but
| have to say that with a 'hi-fi
system, | have always noticed
that records do sound quieter
than with the cheaper kind of
‘record player’. Many times
friends have been impressed with
the low background noise that you
get from a good front end. Cleaning
this budget-price elderly LP was a
revelation. There's quite a long lead-in
time from the start of the record to
the start of the music and it was nigh
on impossible to hear anything during
this time.This was as near CD as I've
heard from the background noise
point of view.

Rummaging through the older
records in my collection | came
across a 'direct cut’ album by
Laurindo Almeida. Recorded directly
to disc, this technique was intended
to remove the tape hiss, as no tape
recorder was involved. An added
advantage was that the entire side of
the record needed to be recorded in
one take, giving a very 'live broadcast’
feel to these records. On this
example, the vinyl is white and very
thick. It does not bend easily and is
heavy. At first, | was puzzled that the
cleaning operation only seemed to
have a small effect. But then | realised
that the music is recorded at a very
low level (as
well as being

LORICRAFT

no doubt gives quite
an improved dynamic
range over conven-
tional LPs, but it does
mean that your
volume control needs
to be set higher and of
course this brings up
the background noise.
No tape hiss, perhaps,
but all was not
perfect.

Finally, | tried another direct-cut
record.This time an old favourite,
"The Missing Linc’ by Lincoln Mayorga
and Colleagues recorded on the
Sheffield Labs label. This is conven-
tional thin black vinyl and played so
often that there were finger marks all
over it. A little crackling accompanied
the music the first time | played it but
after cleaning... well watch out CD,
this one has been well and truly
restored to the sound | remember
when | first played it over a quarter
of a century ago.The detail in the
instruments is superb while the
drumming on the Cat Stevens
number 'Peace Train' was as exciting
as ever. This is the most-played track
because of the very last note and
deservedly so.

CONCLUSION

This cleaner will not work magic. It
cannot remove scratches. Neither
does it completely remove all
background noise. Remember that in
many cases you can hear the tape
hiss.What it will do is remove the
grease from finger marks, the mould
release agent from brand new
recordings and, with the addition of a
new inner sleeve, keep your records
free of static build-up for years to
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LORICRAFT PRC3
Loricraft Audio

£1,245

recorded at
45rpm). This

Norah Jones: Feels Like Home. Blue Note (EMI) 576 6021
Allegr: Miserere. Classics for Pleasure CFP 40339

come. Demand is heavy, so put your
name down now!

(€ +44 (0)1488 72267
www.garrard501.com

Laurindo Almeida: Virtuoso Guitar. Crystal Clear Records CCS 8001
Lincoln Mayorga: The Missing Linc. Sheffield Labs S-10
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'Colt status'’

Back in the late seventies, one of Japan's largest heavy engineering companies decided to go
into hi-fi manufacturing. Mitsubishi - then best known in the UK as car manufacturer Colt -

duly distinguished itself with a range of superbly made mid-price separates and even a high
end micro system, the M-04. David Price takes up the story...

“he nineteen seventies was
““the golden age of Japanese
hi-fi, which isn't to say that
the breed is having a bad
time now, but simply that
this period saw tremendous
growth and change thanks to the
extreme rivalry between Nipponese
brands. Audio was seen as a highly
desirable field to be in, not least
because of the respect that manufac-
turers of quality hi-fi garnered, but
also the money to be made.The
result was that several of the coun-
try's general engineering companies
moved into hi-fi separates, with quite
surprising results. The Mitsubishi M-
04 system you see here is one such
example.

Of course, Japan Inc. specialised
in audio separates.At the time,
systems (specifically music centres),
weren't seen as at all respectable - if
you were serious about sound, then a
one-box machine would never be on
your list. So every credible music
lover would be expected to have a
large rack of components {the rack

system) as a testament to his or her
commitment to the noble art of high
fidelity...

While this wasn't such a problem
in the more capacious domiciles of
Western Europe or the United
States, in compact Japanese living
rooms a high end rack system could
end up taking half the floor space.To
wit,Aurex (nee Toshiba) came up
with the 'micro system’, offering
genuine hi-fi sound in a remarkably
small package. A host of imitators
followed, and the Japanese proved - if
it was ever in any doubr, of course -
that they could miniaturise consumer
electronics like no other.

Mitsubishi's decision to move
into audio electronics happened
around this time, and the company
launched a range of fine - if not
particularly distinguished - hi-fi
separates. Its success was hardly
surprising considering the Japanese
giant's prolific OEM activity. Yet the
M-04 series was probably its highest
point.An exquisitely finished system
of micro compeonents (known in
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abbreviation and acronym obsessed
Japan as 'mini-compo’, inevitably), it is
better built than any modern Denon
or TEAC mini system. In fact, the only
product to which it does not
compare so favourably is - yes, you've
guessed it - the top Aurex micro
systems, which were considerably
more expensive, anyway.

At its heart is the M-P04/ M-A04
pre-power amplifier. Although the pre
is compact enough to make a
modern Cyrus 'shoe-box' look
indulgently large, it's packed with
facilities including two
phono inputs (one of
which has
switchable MM/MC
gain), a welter of
input options
including
dubbing
between two
tape decks,
defeatable
tone
controls,
subsonic
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filter and mono switch. The matching
power is twice its height, the lower
half and all of the side casings being
devoted to heatsinking. As was de
rigeur back in 1980, it boasts LED
peak power meters (switchable
between 0-1W and 0-100W) and
switching for two pairs of
loudspeakers.The M-AQ4 is a
redoubtable bit of kit - despite its
diminutive dimensions it weighs
around 6kg! As if this wasn't sufficient
proof of intent, round the back
there's a switch which lets on work
in bridged mono mode...

The M-F04 tuner is a very neat
design, complete with LEDs for signal
strength, tuning and stereo, and a
beautifully clean tuning scale and
crisp, smooth tuning action. The best
bit is its backlight, which glows a quiet
yellow when tuning, but as soon as
you move the knob on to a station,
the entire dial rather dramatically
glows green! The M-T04 cassette
deck is another superb item.The
same size as the M-A04 power amp,
it's nevertheless fully specc'd with a

two motor transport,
full logic controls, peak
LED meters and
metal tape
facility - by
the standards
of the day,
pure
exotica.
The
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transport feels a very quiet, high
precision affair, and the 'direct
cassette loading' is a joy to use.

Last and least is the DP-EC7.
Although a well finished and very
substantial direct drive turntable, it's
pretty anonymous. It looks like of one
the many OEM products that
appeared with NEC, Realistic, Hitachi
and Toshiba names. Its S-shaped
tonearm shows unusually low bearing
friction with excellent alignment for a
deck of this type, but it’s not up to
Rega Planar 3 standards - which |
suspect would have been a direct
price rival at the time. Still, it's silent,
smooth, speed-stable and a joy to use
- which pretty much sums up its
intended design criteria, methinks...

SOUND QUALITY

The original, bundled Audio Technica
MM cartridge fitted to the DP-EC7
was never going to win any prizes -
although it was usefully upgraded by a
modern AT-1 10E [see TUNING] - but
the turntable was the least distin-
guished of all. A tad vague and two
dimensional, it wasn't bad but nothing
to write home about.

The electronics, however, were
quite special. Considering that this
system cost upwards of £600 in 1980
(three times as much in today's
money) then perhaps it's no surprise
that the amplifiers are real stars.
They're not up to the standards of a
modern Cyrus 8, for example, but still
produced lots of fast, tight, clean
power (I'd guess around 70W RMS
per channel). The phono stage was
surprisingly good too - better than
the sort of thing that comes bundled

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk

into a modern £2,000 AV amplifier,
although nowhere near the fikes of a
Trichord Dino. In isolation though. it
was the M-A04 power amplifier that
was the hero - without the preamp
to thin out the sound slightly, it
really shone with a big, punchy

and full sound.

The M-F04 tuner was also
impressive. Of course, it's an all
analogue design, but a late period
one when they'd got the
technology right. The result is a
smooth and natural sound with
fine depth and space - by
comparison, a high end Sony ST-

J75 digital tuner of the day
(costing half as much as this entire
system) sounded coarse and hard.
The cassette deck was also
excellent - not up to Nakamichi
standards of course, but
comparable to an excellent mid-
price machine with stable speed
and good heads.

VERDICT

Systems such as this are
surprisingly easy to find, and
represent brilliant value for
money, as they invariably sell for
under £200.There's something
truly, deeply impressive about the
way Japanese manufacturers built
their serious hi-fi twenty five

years ago. |t was before the Yen
really started rising in value, and
the cost-cutting that invariably
followed. It's not quite as
stunningly hewn as an Aurex, but not
far off nonetheless - and sounds
superb considering it’s such a small
outlay today.
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TUNING

This system was bought sec-
ond-hand for £160, and arrived
in a right old state. The main
problem was dust, which had
got into all the socketry around
the back, making the sound dull
and vague. The hallowed bottle
of Kontak was deployed, com-
plete with pipe cleaners to get
into the difficult places. The
turntable then needed a new
cartridge (an Audio Technica
AT-110E, £25) and | fitted it into
an old ADC LMG-1 magnesium
headshell (£5, second-hand) for
a more rigid mounting. The
amplifier's ancient speaker
cable was replaced with QED
Classic 79 strand (£1.50/m) and
some QED Qunex 1 (£20) inter-
connect used between pre and
power amplifiers. Finally, the
whole shebang was placed on a
set of Milty Foculpods (£18).
Result: the sound was trans-
formed from dull and thin to
neutral and engaging yet
smooth - perfectly listenable
even after I'd just been enjoying
my considerably more expen-
sive reference system!
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Reference, Serious

Grado's RS-1 is one of the most expensive headphones currently on

the market. But how does it compare to Sennheiser's much
vaunted high end HD-650? David Price listens in...

he story so far: there are
lots of esoteric headphones
around, but to all intents
and purposes, those wishing
to get true high end sound
without remortgaging their
abodes are presented with a choice -
Sennheiser's HD650 or ermm...
Sennheiser's HD650. Although
Beyer's high end products, such as
the DT990, snap at the heels of the
HD600s, the new Sennheisers are
better still - and also don't suffer that
silly cord that comes with Beyers...

Still, being a manufacturer of fine
phono cartridge transducers, Grado
was always well placed to make
headphones, which aren't that too far
away from 'headphones in reverse', if
you see what | mean.There's
definitely a link - precision micro
engineering, exhaustive tolerances
and some of that old, indefinable,
black magic.

Now, at £750, the RS-Is are a lot
of money.And frankly, the pound for
dollar price tag isn't something that
I'm terribly keen about. At $695 in
their native United States, you could
just about label them as affordable (if
you're a full-on audiophile who wants
the best), but a price hike of over
fifty percent by the time they've
reached our green and pleasant land
doesn't impress yours truly one jot.
Ho hum.As Jeremy Paxman would
say, "yes, well..."

Anyway, the RS-1 certainly isn't a
shoddily made product by any
stretch of the imagination, with its
use of a wooden body. Whereas the
Germans use Mercedes Benz-style
dashboard plastics (all very nice and
high quality, but plastic all the same),
these are more redolent of a Lotus
7.Wood, of course, is a superb
material as far as acoustics are
concerned - as evinced by the simple
fact that the only plastic bodied
loudspeakers you see come bundled
with £100 Aiwa microsystems.As a
material, it's light, rigid and well
damped - and judicious choice of the
wood type makes it all the more so.
So, we'll applaud this and grudgingly
accept the RS-1's UK pricing for the
moment, at least.

The particular type of
mahogany used, and the way it is
hewn aren't disclosed, but suffice
to say it's very impressively finished
and hitting the earspeaker bodies
produced a quiet, well damped
sound.The headband is leather,
although looks like high quality vinyl,
and is only sparsely padded. Frankly,
they're not as comfortable as Beyer's
DT-990s, but at least they don't quite
have the 'vice-like' tightness of a
freshly minted, un-broken in pair of
Sennheiser HD650s.The cable avoids
the nineteen seventies retro silliness
of Beyers, and instead is straight line,
uncoiled affair complete with a 'l 5-
foot' extension lead.

SOUND QUALITY

Kicking off with Roxy Music's ‘More
than This', the Grados put in an
extremely engaging performance. It
was very upfront, fast, vivid, well
detailed and emotionally captivating -
yet never once sounded harsh, hard,
forward, clangy or cloudy. ! was most
impressed. Switching over the
Sennheiser HD650s - complete with
Stephan AudioArt cables (add
another £100 or so) - and the same
track sounded quite different. It was
fuller in the bass and lower
midrange, making the Grados sound
a little light and insubstantial. lts
treble was also obviously less well
extended, with a more compressed
and 'plastic’ sounding demeanour. In
the midband, the Sennheisers were
more measured - they were less
overtly dynamic and expressive, yet
only a little less engaging thanks to
their excellent grip. | have to say, the
Grados made the Sennheisers (at
one third of the price, don't forget),
sound uptight and workmanlike, but |
couldn't help but be impressed by
the overall all round ability of the
HD&50 (tweaked) nonetheless.

Moving to some classic techno,
and lsotonic's 'Different Strokes’
showed the Sennheisers to have
great deuail, real depth and
dimensionality and a strong,
commanding bass. But then |
switched to the Grados and it was as
if the proverbial wool wadding had
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been removed -
the track was so much
faster, more articulate,
more lyrical, more
moving. Bass was lighter yet
more tuneful, and treble so much
more natural and organic sounding.
By contrast, the Sennheisers
seemed oh-so-German, somewhat
akin to a VW Golf - brilliantly built,
tremendously competent, but
ultimately unengaging and rather
mechanical and - dare | say it -
plasticky. The Grados were
obviously more musical, more
lyrical, more fun. Treble and
midband were their obvious forte -

THE COMFORT ZONE

The Sennheisers felt like my
head had been clamped in a
loose and padded vice. The
Grados seems far flimsier
and less substantial, and |
had to twist them into place
over my ears, so each lug-
hole got the right volume
level, but thus manipulated,
they proved very comfort-
able. That extension cable is
a brilliant and very welcome
touch, too - but so it should
be at this price!

CD player

Musical Fidelity X-LP v3 headphone amplifier

modified) power amplifier

UL REFERENCE SYSTEM:
capacity to Marantz CD63 Ki DP
move, to

|nspll‘e;° MF Audio Passive Preamp
rouse. By World Audio K5881 {
contrast, the

Sennheisers

Quad 989 loudspeakers

Townshend Maximum Supertweeters

merely had the

capacity to analyse, to incise, to
report. After running the gamut of
my music collection, | was in no
doubt that I'd rather be listening to
the Grado RS-Is, no matter what the
music.

Still, despite their high end
pretensions, they weren't perfect.
Switching to my Quad 989
loudspeakers, complete with
Tewnshend Maximum supertweeters,
the Grados suddenly sound
lightweight and veiled, and the
Sennheisers plasticky and frigid.
There's no doubt that either of these
headphones are brilliant value for
money, but neither will better
serious £7,000 electrostatic
loudspeakers - shame! When | find a
pair that can, I'll let you know...
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Superlative sound quality - brilliantly
open and engaging - although not
comprehensively better than their
Sennheiser rivals at under half the price.
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Whest Audio's DAP10.R is one of the most radical hi-fi
‘tweak' products on sale. An active analogue audio
signal processor, it claims to make all CD players give
a more life-like sound - for a not insubstantial
financial outlay. David Price listens in...

THE THEORY

ames Henriot is a pro audio
engineer who's spent a lot of
his life making live record-
ings in studios, churches and
concert halls. Unsurprisingly
perhaps, he says this has
given him an acute sense of precisely
how live music sounds. With this in
mind, he tells me he finds it quite
hard to listen to CD, because it lops
off a whole chunk of audio above
20kHz.

Of course, we can't hear this, but
anecdotal evidence from subjective
listening would suggest we can
nevertheless perceive it. James
reckons that all CD players exhibit
the same set of problems above this
theoretical cut-off frequency, and
points out that it's the loss of
harmonics, emanating from notes far
down the audio band, that's the most
obvious subjective manifestation of
this.

“It’s not surprising,” he says, “as a
single tone (say |kHz) is not just a
point in time but several. It has a
complex content that spans below
and above its |kHz base frequency...
Interestingly though, a good £500
audio amplifier fed with a |kHz tone
will add its own ‘content’ to this, so
you then end up with the K tone
plus its harmonics, plus the
amplifier's added harmonics. This
leads us to the DAP technology.”

The research and development
started nearly five years ago, with
James trying to explain the gulf
between pro and domestic systems
playing back the same material. He
says that in the same environment,
even very expensive domestic
systems always sounded slow and
lacked resolution, soundstaging, focus
and low frequency accuracy
compared to the pro systems.

After "much measuring with
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quite radical and bespoke measuring
equipment”, he found that, compared
to the master tape, CD players
exhibited a "doubling of frequencies
which were slightly time shifted... So
you could see a peak, plus another
faint peak next to it". He claims he
could consistently observe this,
regardless of CD player type.
"Where the problem was, we are not
too sure, but seeing that signals
coming off the Compact Disc are in
A.B,AB format, one channel then
the next and so on, could explain
part of it", he adds. "The DAPIOR
attempts to line up these peaks, and
because the DAP technology works
‘outside’ of the audible domain the
systems inherent tonal quality is left
untouched but the resolving power
of the system increases”.

THE PRODUCT
The DAPI0.R's circuit design was
based a concept which was
borrowed from a £3,500 two-
channel microphone preamp James
was commissioned to design for a
client. All the audio circuitry is
discrete (hence its 'Discrete Audio
Processor' nomenclature). The
external housing and facia plates are
made of Aluminium type 6063.The
material was chosen for its non-
ferrous properties and lack of
interaction with the power
transformer’s magnetic field.

The internal structure consists of
8 PCB containing four dual potted
modules, piggy-back mounted and
potted using a MIL spec compound.
The purpose of potting is to reduce
the influence of moisture which is a
known cause of low level noise, says
James. Another advantage is to
reduce the effects of airborne and
mechanical vibrations on the PCBs.
The bespoke PSU is constructed as a
balanced power supply. Each module
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GO WHEST?

receives

its own

rectified,

smoothed and

regulated voltage

supply. The toroidal

transformer is said to

exhibit low mechanical

noise through the use of
laminated cores, and is hand
wound in the UK by specialist
suppliers. Ultra fast soft recovery
rectifier diodes are also used to
reduce the effect of RFl and
switching losses. All PSU capacitors
used are low-Z and ESR and are all
bypassed using zero-Z 100n audio
spec polyester types.

THE SOUND

This was an interesting assignment
for me. I'm not particularly well
disposed to hi-fi wonder cures, sonic
snake oil, audio medicine shows, et al.
I've gone on record with my
'scepticism’ of ultra-expensive
interconnects, ludicrously overpriced
accessories, and the rest of it. Frankly
I'd automatically assumed the
DAPI0.R was precisely this sort of
thing, especially as it costs a
whopping £900.As such, | wouldn't
normally have asked to review it, but
events conspired to persuade me
otherwise. The first thing was hearing
anecdotes from several readers, who
kindly took the trouble to write in
and tell me that | had to try it. And
then even a couple of dealers -
whose judgement | respect - pitched
in. Fair enough - a phone call to
James was made.

Now, | don't for one second



claim to understand the the theory
and practice behind it. Perhaps for
commercial reasons, James has been
obviously rather 'vague' in his
explanation. Noel, | suspect, could
(and should, one day) go into this in
great detail. But the need to go to
press with this very late prohibited
this for this particular review.
Methinks there will be a follow-up
column by NK or myself
sometime soon! Suffice to
say that the human

the sternest

test of the

worth
ofa

product
such as this,
so here goes... \

The Whest 3
works in a quite ] p
obvious and specific -
manner subjectively,
injecting a sense of sound stage
depth through what appears to be
added ambience. From a flat and

relatively lifeless portrayal, singers
and instruments are placed into a
sense of three-dimensional space
that is undoubtedly both attractive
and convincing; | could not, using any
argument, say | preferred the
unprocessed sound!

There were other attributes. The

auditory orifices are

steady click of stick against cymbal
became more apparent in Aquilera's
'Can't Hold Us Down' and the hard
bass dynamics sounded fuller and
more resonant.Again, | couldn't
criticise a thing, except to note that
the Whest seems to add an almost
spooky sense of clarity and slightly
emphasises spectrum extremes by
drawing attention to instruments,
rather than altering tonal balance.
With old and at times slightly harsh
and muddied Rock from Gerry
Rafferty the Whest lost no ground at
all in its abilities. With classical music,
strings of the Chicago Symphony
Orchestra resolved better and
sounded both full and lush with
Rimsky Korsakov's Scheherazade,
brass sounding fruity and rich - nice.
Celine Dion's ‘A New Day Has
Come' did at times sound a
little phasey, but this

the Whest
drawing

attention to
the qualities of the
recording. It could make
vocals quite forceful at
times.

Two small details need
attention though. The case is
earthed, which introduces
hum if both amplifier and
CD player are earthed too.
Disconnecting its mains
earth cured this, but
compromises safety. Turning
volume right up then
revealed a small amount of
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could well have been

power supply buzz, which
compromises the low noise of a
modern CD or DVD player. Luckily,
it's low enough to be inaudible in
use.

In spite of these blemishes, the
Whest injects a much needed sense
of life into modern digital that it
otherwise so patently lacks, for
which it has to be commended. It's
influence is quite pronounced at
times, yet in a way that was always
acceptable. The question then is - is

[VERDICT 09O @

Really does improve CD sound, in very
beneficial ways - but whether it's good
value for money depends on you and

it worth the money? Well, the answer | your system!

can only be 'try it and see't Find a
Whest dealer and arrange a home
dem - and you'll soon be able to
make your own mind up.What I've
found is that - no, it's not snake oil
and yes, it does improve CD sound
quite markedly. It's up to you to
decide if the funds could better be
spent upgrading your CD player or
DAC instead.

POINTS WHEST

WHEST AUDIO DAP10R £899

Whest Audio Ltd

© +44 (0)20 8965 4535
www.whestaudio.co.uk

Based in the heart of London, James
Henriot {the man behind Whest
Audio) is an audio engineer who has
designed for both the professional
and domestic audio fields, specialis-

ing in professional live sound record-
ing and analogue audio processing
and audio research and develop-
ment. The DAP10.R is the company's
first commercial product, but expect
an interesting new phono stage out

very soon!
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Golden Wonder
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When Ken Ishiwata is on form, the result is usually dynamite. The PM7200KI is the latest
Marantz to explode onto the amplifier market, and Dominic Todd has a blast...

t may seem a little cruel to

compare the Marantz

PM7200KI to a bus, but the

comparison is apt here. I'll leave

the looks until later but, as with

buses, the Marantz is unfortu-
nate enough to come along at exact-
ly the same time as a duo of highly
capable newcomers. The Naim Nait
5i (£825), and Musical Fidelity X-80
(£600) may both cost a little more
than the Marantz, yet offer sound
quality so special that anyone spend-
ing around £500 simply can't afford
to ignore them.

The Marantz gets off to a
dubious start, in my opinion, with its
styling. If the Naim is the Rado
Ceramica and the Musical Fidelity the
Tag Heuer 2000 of the hi-fi world,
then the Marantz is a gold Seiko. That
aside, you can't argue with the
feature count, which confidently
eclipses any rival. The standard
PM7200 features a full system
remote control, two sets of ‘speaker
outputs, separate record and listen
selectors, twin tape loops, a
processor loop, headphone socket
and phono stage. In short, it’s highly
unlikely that you'll ever want for
anything.

Being a PM7200 it also features a
Class A switch. Selecting this,
switches the amplifier from 95 watts
per channel in Class AB mode to 25

watts in pure Class A. It's an unusual
feature in what is, in other ways, an
ordinary amp.Yet this is no standard
PM7200.As with other selected
Marantz products, technical genius
Ken Ishiwata has breathed his magic
on this integrated amplifier. As you'd
expect from Kl fare, there’s a full
copper plated chassis, copper screws,
a hefty copper-plated toroidal PSU
and even copper shields for the
HDAM op-amps. In addition, Elna or
other high-grade devices have
replaced many of the capacitors,
there’s an Alps volume control, and
OFC wiring. Even the meaty 12,000uf
output capacitors are fitted with
damping material. In short this is far
more than a mere "chip and ship"
job!

Reviewing the Marantz’s sound
quality proved rather less than
straightforward as, in effect, the Class
A switch means that it's really two
amps in one. Nevertheless, with a
Naim Nait 5i alongside for reference,
| begun by listening to Annie
Lennox’s ‘A Thousand Beautiful
Things'.With the Class A switch
selected it was immediately clear
that here was an amplifier with a
very different sound to the Nait that
stood alongside. Whilst the vocals
weren't quite as incisive as with the
Naim, they were beautifully smooth
and beguiling, and without a hint of
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excessive sibilance. Overall the sound
stage was truly expansive, with a soft
yet deep bass response. In isokation
you would praise the timing and
general control of the amp, especially
for a budget Class A design, yet next
to the Nait it couldn’t help but
sound just a bit lose and baggy.
Switching to the more conventional
Class AB made more of a difference
than | had been expecting. There was
certainly more sibilance from
Lennox’s vocals, and a more
mechanical timbre to, yet the bass
was undeniably tighter and slightly
deeper. Its bold soundstaging
reminded me of that other super
powerful, integrated transistor amp,
the NAD C370.

With Class A switched back in, it
soon became clear that the PM7200
was not happy with The Prodigy’s
‘Out Of Space'. The bass simply didn’t
have enough kick, and the inherent
softness of sound drained the track
of much of its energy. Things
improved greatly when the 95 watts
of Class AB was released. It wasn't
quite as agile as the Nait; yet the
pounding bass response was superior
to its British rival, and the attack and
drive almost too close to call! Given
the Naim’s talents here, that'’s an
impressive feat for the Marantz.

If the AB setting had suited The
Prodigy best, the opposite was true
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of the Divine Comedy’s '‘Becoming
More Like Alfie'. Here there was
plenty of detail from the acoustic
guitar and exceptionally well resolved
vocals. There was real colour and
texture to the acoustic instruments,

listening to Chabrier couldn't have
been more pronounced. Gone was
the frustration, to be replaced by
true involvement in the music’s
atmosphere and the realisation that
the Marantz could 'put you there’ as

CLASS PRODUCTS
Mbnllllmnumumu
muMaﬂsm
switchable Class modes. [n the

' late 1980s they produced the PM-
95, which waighed in at a back-
breaking 25kg. It even sported the
very voguish feature of a built in
muummoomt-
from cheap. A more direct descen-
dant was the PM-80. Much like its
offspring it offered power and
control aplesty, with Class A an
option for when music should
soothe rather than stimulate. Then
as now, ‘speaker choice becomes
an even more important issue, as
Class A only really gives of its
best with seasitive designs.

word in rhythm and drive, yet those
who find the likes of the Nait 5i and
MF80 just a little too forward, should
be delighted by the sumptuous sound
stage. Then of course there’s the fact
that there’s a meaty 95-watt AB amp
thrown in for free! For the times
when Class A is just too soft, the AB
device will just sharpen things up

VERDICT 0900 £

Extremely capable sound at the price,
bolstered by the novel option of Class A
or AB operation. Surprisingly close to
the sub-£1,000 super integrateds in all
bar the styling stakes.

MARANTZ PM7200KI
SIGNATURE
Marantz UK

£500

(£)+44 (0)1753 580868
www.marantz.com

FOR ‘
- Sumptuous soundstage ‘
- Class A switching

- Fully loaded

AGAINST
- Dated styling
- Fierce competition

which is a rare quality from £500 - Music sensitive

integrateds with this sort of power.
Then again, we were listening in
Class A, and | could never quite get
used to such a sweet sound coming
from the 'gold monster’ sitting in the
corner of the room. Although | had
questioned the timing with Class A
operation before, this time it was
welk paced and the fine separation
meant that even during the most
complex passages of music, the song
didn’t become confused or
congested. As with Annie Lennox, the
attention given to the main vocalist
was what most impressed. Hannon'’s
vocals were lifted forward from the
rest of the mix, and projected well
into the room. It almost sounded as
though someone at the mixing desk
had increased the level for the lead
vocalist alone.

| had expected a sweet string
timbre with Classical music, yet
Chabrier’s 'Danse villageoise® proved
frustrating to listen to. Although
melodic, there was some blurring
from the strings and a lack of attack
that blunted the music in a similar
manner as had happened with The
Prodigy. Switching to AB brought
about an immediate quickening of
response yet also a more mechanical
edge to the string tone. This was all
rather frustrating as somewhere
between the two settings lay the
ideal, perfected in my mind, yet
totally inaccessible in practice.

To round off the session |
selected Tom Wait’s 'Warm Beer and
Cold Women'.The contrast from

well as any integrated in its class.
Perhaps there wasn’t every last
ounce of detail presented, but the
natural saxophone tone and bold,
gritty yet soulful vocals really hit the
spot. With music such as this the
Marantz made rivals, including the
Naim Nait, sound just that bit too
mechanical.

Despite the fierce competition it
faces, the Marantz
PM7200K] still manages
to carve out its own
niche, and proves to be
yet another copper-
bottomed winner from
the Kl stables. Whilst |
personally feel that the
styling is rather dated,
the feature count is
amongst the best in its
class. No matter how
much more stylish that
Naim Nait may be,
having to use a
converter box for a
second recording device
would kind of defeat the
object! It’s good to
know that the
PM7200KI will handle
almost anything, and will
happily grow with your
system...

nicely. Of course it doesn't always get
the balance spot on, but then | don’t
know of a single rival that's faultless
either.

So, far from diluting the pool of
talent at this price point, the
PM7200KI has enhanced it.The
choice as to which is best merely
comes down to personal taste.

MEASURED PERFORMANCE

The PM7200 is powerful, delivering mode may well be subtie detail though;
84watts into Bohms and 156watts into measurement suggests. NK

‘4ohms running in normal Class AB
mode. Switched to pure Class A mode
these figures inevitably decrease, to
‘32watts and 56watts respactively .
That's still enough power to go loud,

Power 84watts
CD/TUNER/AUX
Frequency response
Separation
Distortion

Noise

Sensitivity

DISC MM
Frequency response
Separation
Distortion

Noise

Sensitivity

Overload

4Hz-120kHz
86dB
0.004%
102dB
170mV

performance changes little in Class A,
distortion levels and handwidth
' remaining unaffected. Since the
crososver conditions change this seems
unusual, but with the PM7200 distortion
is so0 low there's only a residual to
measure in any case. Our distortion
analysis shows little more than a trace
of second harmonic (0.004%) and noise.

Bandwidth extends to over 100kHz
to accomodate SACD and DVD-A. Even
the phono stage reaches 80kHz. Line
sensitivity was very high at 170mV for
full output (AB mode) but normal for
MM phono at 2.6mV. The phono stage
measured well, featuring a warp filter
that rolls down gain below 30Hz.
Equaliation was accurate, noise low
~and overload high.

The PM7200 will sound clean and
open, measurement suggests.
M«nmhmun Class A and AB

30Hz-80kHz
58dB
0.02%
86dB
2.6mV
140mV |

Sonically it's just as
flexible, too. The Class A
switching brings about a
welcome relief from the
increasingly dry sounding
amps at this price range.
It doesn' offer the last
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Avant Grand?

Mordaunt Short's smalier 902, 903 and 913 loudspeakers have already received rave
reviews.. so is it now the turn of their recently revised bigger brother, the 906 Avant?
Dominic Todd listens in.

HI-FI WORLD JULY 2004

he original Mordaunt Short

900 series set something of

a precedent. Companies

such as Monitor Audio and

Acoustic Energy had been

using metal-coned woofer
technology before hand, but no one
had done it at the 900's price levels
before. At the turn of the century,
£150 for an aluminium coned woofer,
domed tweeter, bi-wirable, bookshelf
‘speaker, was exceptionally good
value. Given its price, perhaps of
even greater surprise, was the 902's
superb sound. Further up the range
was the floorstanding, twin-bass
coned, 906. If you actually try and
find a review of this ‘speaker you'll
struggle as, despite its four year life
span, it always lived in the shadow of
its 902, 904 and 914 siblings. Yet the
same design principles applied. A
rigid, narrow, MDF cabinet fitted with
aluminium tweeter and continuous
profile aluminium woofer units,
although this time there were two.

The whole range has now been
upgraded, and the newer models can
be identified by the Avant tag.The
basics are still the same, although the
twin woofers now feature circum-
ference ribbing to improve cone
rigidity. The tweeter is unchanged, but
the crossover is reworked to
improve drive unit cohesion. Perhaps
the most noticeable difference is the
cabinet. Whilst always being narrow,
it's now positively anorexic, which
should bode well for stereo imaging.
To improve stability the spikes

are now attached to bolt on feet,
which extrude from the sides of the
‘speakers. The cabinet itself features
extra bracing, although it doesn’t
seem to be as solid as the previous
906 tc me.As before, though, it's
sand fillable and this is an option that
simply must be taken up, as it
improves the bass timing and image
stability no end. Mordaunt Short call
their new finish Honey Maple.
Despite the rather twee name it’s
more likely to fit customers interiors
than the old, darker, beech finish.
Black is also available and both
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colour options are, as always,
faultlessly finished.

One of the reasons why the
more expensive Mordaunt Shorts
traditionally didnt do as well as their
cheaper siblings was the increased
competition. Little has changed here
and, although they are thoroughly
engineered they face some equally
thorough rivals at £350. The most
direct rivals have to be the Acoustic
Energy Aegis Evo 3 (£350), and
Monitor Audio Bronze B4 (£350)
which both feature metal woofer
technology. But don’t rule out the
rather under-rated KEF Coda 90
(£380) either.

I was expecting The Brand New
Heavies’ ‘Shelter' to really suit the
big 906s and, by and large, it did.
There was a riot of detail at higher
frequencies, yet it refrained from
sounding overtly harsh or aggressive.
There was a nice punchy,
floorstander feel to the track,
although, for a design of such
volume, bass didn’t go quite as low as
expected. More impressive was the
way it stripped away the music,
carefully separating it and clearly
defining it in a manner that one
would usually associate with more
expensive designs. For a compara-
tively budget floorstander design |
also found the timing to be
surprisingly good, although the lack
of truly deep bass probably did more
than its bit to help out here. For
such a narrow design, the imaging
wasn't quite as precise as I'd hoped
for. It was no better than its boxier
rivals and certainly not up to
something like a KEF Q-series,
whose coaxial drive units provide a
less position sensitive soundstage.
Overall though, the taut, cohesive
sound was enjoyable and with
enough wallop to remind you that
you'd gone for the bigger design.

Jennifer Warnes' "When The
Feeling Comes Around’ provided a
vivid vocal performance. The staging
was better here, with a solid central
position and excellent vocal
presence. Unfortunately | was also



Like many a British hi-fi company,
Mordaunt Short has gone through
a series of changes of ownership
during its thirty years of exis-
tence. During the late 90s, it was
financially in a bad way and was
bought by The Audio Partnership
(AP) in 1999. AP is hi-fi retailer,
Richer Sounds’ sister company,
and one of the UK's largest hi-fi
firms, with brands such as TDL,
Cambridge, Gale, Ariston and
Mordaunt Short to its name. You'd
be forgiven for not remembering
the 906's predecessor; as for
most of its life it was exclusive,
at least within the UK, to Richer
Sounds. Insiders felt that the
Mordaunt Short range was so
good that it deserved further
exposure. As such, the contract
with sister company Richer was
redrawn and the ‘speakers were
made available for UK wide distri-
bution, rather confusingly, by
Marantz!

reminded of the Achilles heel of the
900-series design; cone colouration.
Whilst the lack of excess sibilance
actually shows just how good the
treble unit is, the upper mid-band is
definitely tainted by the aluminium
cone. It manifests itself,
unsurprisingly, as a metallic edge
that’s noticeable with female vocalists
such as here. It's rather a shame as
the aluminium cones certainly bring
about benefits in other respects.The
guitar detail, for example, was far
better than you'd expect from a
‘speaker of this price, and the
percussion in general was lively and
vivacious yet never brash.Again, the
separation of all the different
instruments was excellent, yet it stilk
managed to hold together and
remain cohesive. One word of
warning though: At higher volume
levels the sound did rather harden
and there certainly wasn't the
refinement of something like the KEF
Coda 90, or even Monitor Audio B4,
for that matter.

The Prodigy’s 'Out Of Space’
also didn’t really suit the 906s, but
for a different reason.This time it
was down to a surprisingly woolly
bass that also didn’t really grumble
quite as much as it should have done.
At least it was well integrated and
there was the same, finely etched
detail that we'd heard before. Yet,
even when | added a lively Naim Nait
5i amp, the 906s simply failed to
convince me that they could really
involve the listener and raise their
heartbeat to dancefloor levels. it was
a pleasant enough listen, but I'm
convinced that the Acoustic Energy

Evo 3 would have proved far harder
hitting and, ultimately more exciting.

Ultimately, the 906 Avants were
far happier with Classical music as
Chabrier’s ‘Suite Pastorale and
Espana’ proved. Here, the lack of a
deeply extended bass response quite
suited the orchestra, as its natural
weight and depth came across
without undue emphasis or bloom.
Yet it also proved incisive when
needed, and the introduction of
‘Espana’ took me by surprise and
made me jump, exactly as it should.
Unsurprisingly, for a metal coned
‘speaker, the brass tone was partic-
ularly good, and the music burst
forth from the ‘speakers without
overwhelming the more subtle
details such as the gentle decay of a
cymbal. With the Nait in the driving
seat, the 906's really had a tight grip
on the music, and the overall sound
was far more convincing than it had
been with The Prodigy.

The Mordaunt Short 906 is a
‘speaker 1'd really like to like. | think
it looks great, it's well built and has
some impressive sonic qualities. Yet
it's also one of the most frustrating
‘speakers I've reviewed of late due to
its inconsistencies and flaws. Some
may forgive the upper-mid ‘aluminium
colouration' but | was always aware
of it to some degree, and it made me
pine for a good old-fashioned paper
cone. The benefits are there in terms
of detail, but it’s a design that you'd
have to audition extensively to
ensure you'd be happy
with it.Also
disappointing is the lack
of true bass attack and
depth. It is generally
taut and cohesive, but
rivals from Monitor
Audio and Acoustic
Energy would easily out
manoeuvre it in the
boogie stakes.

Yet perhaps the
greatest problem for
the 906 actually comes
from its own siblings.

You could buy the
smaller 902, which
offers all the 906’s
tonality, for less than
half its price.There's
the same detailed yet
refined treble, the same
imaging, crisp timing
and detail. There isn't
quite the same level of
bass welly of course,
but it’s actually more
marginal than you
might think. Add in the
902's superior bass
timing and it all begins
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to look tricky for the 906. So, as it is,
the 906 is a flawed but still fine
‘speaker that simply struggles to
justify itself against both the
opposition and its own cheaper
siblings.

level

12 40

Impedance

frequency (Hz) 10

000f
Occasionally superb, but ultimately

flawed and genre dependant, this needs
to be auditioned with care.

Frequency response

FOR
- Musical insight
- Build quality

- Still fresh styling

AGRINST

- Cone colouration

- Lighter weight cabinet

- Mordaunt Short 902 Avant!

20k

frequency (Hz)

50 100 1k 10k
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The original Perception Digital HD-400 was the first affordable digital

jukebox. Now with CD burner, the new HD-480 seeks to carry on the tradition.

Dominic Todd goes for a spin...

58

Perception
jal

sn't it strange that, that
although computers have
packed hefty hard drives for
some years now, the hi-fi indus-
try has been so slow to catch
on.When the original
Perception Digital HD Jukebox was
launched a couple of years back, it
had very few rivals, and so the same
can said about the new HD-480.
Probably the nearest is Sony's HAR-
LH500, which boasts an 80Gb hard-
drive but is let down by the lack of a
CD burner, and also costs £150
more at £450.Yamaha's 80Gb CDR-
HD1300 is functionally the closest
rival, and it does sound better, but at
nearly £200 so it should.

At its heart is a 40Gb hard-drive.
Although that’s adequate for most
people, it is rather small by today’s
standards - the Yamaha comes with
twice that. Obviously PD is aware of
this, and 60 and 80Gb versions are
set to follow. Undoubtedly the best
feature about the new PD is the
addition of a CD burner.This means
that once you have recorded your
material onto the hard-drive, it can
be burned onto CD-R as either
regular audio CDs or MP3 data discs.

Although the HD-480 uses much
in the way of computer technology,
traditional audio fans will be pleased
to hear that one of the key appeals
lies in that it works extremely well as
a stand alone device.As well as
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ripping discs onto the hard-drive at
high speed, it also has a built-in music
recognition system. This particular
one comes from Gracenote, and |
found it to be particularly good, with
it recognising even some particularly
obscure discs of mine.

Of course the beauty of a stand-
alone hard disc is that you don’t have
to record simply from CD. Its
analogue inputs also make it possible
to record from any source, and the
user can choose from compression
rates of 128kbps, 320kbps or original
quality. All this technology means
that, for example, archiving an ancient
record collection onto just a few
CD:s is easier than ever. The two-way
remote control features a large
display making the HD-480 easy and
intuitive to use. The unit itself is
hardly going to win any style awards,
but it’s a huge improvement over its
predecessor and is at least discreet.

When reviewing a recorder such
as this, it's not so much the sound
quality with different types of music
that’s important, more the
differences in sound quality with
differing levels of compression. With
this in mind | stuck to a couple of
tracks | know well, and recorded
them using all the different means
available.

Firsc off were the Crash Test
Dummies' 'Afternoons and
Coffeespoons’, as a test of its
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Compact Disc playback quality. The
PD-480 didn't get off to the best of
starts, as | found the level of noise
distracting when either the CD or
hard drive was in action.To make
matters worse, there was consid-
erable vibration from the casing,
which would make an isolation shelf
mandatory if it were to share shelf
space with other hi-fi components.
Otherwise, CD playback quality
wasn't too bad. It was rather weak
on detail and a little splashy in the
treble, but generally smooth and
inoffensive. In many respects it
reminded me of the sort of sound
you'd expect from a budget Technics
CD player such as the SL-PG490.
Bass wasn't especially deep and the
timing was slightly stilted, but
separation was fair. With Prokofiev’s
'Romeo and Juliet' some spaciousness
was lost and the violins sounded a
little synthetic, but there was at least
a sense of refinement that made for
a pleasant enough sound. So the CD
player was hardly the most inspiring
of performers but then, let’s face it,
you wouldn’t buy a PD-480 for this
alone!

Of greater importance here is
the sound of the hard drive and, to
all intents and purposes, I'm pleased
to say that it was almost
imperceptible from the original. If
anything, the vocals appeared a tad
more focused, at least when
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recording at full ‘'CD quality' rate.
This must be tempered, however, by
the CD’s less than perfect
performance ir the first place. If
you're serious about your archived
CDs though, | would suggest playing
your existing CD player through the
line level input, and recording them
that way. It may prove a little slower
but will give results that nearty equal
the quality of your existing CD
player.

Of course, using the
compression modes, one wouldn’t
expect the sound quality to be as
good as uncompressed, but with
320kbps the sound quality was
better than you might expect There
was certainly some life lost, with less
decay from the cymbals, and a sligntly
more splashy quality to the treble
Vocals became a little more recessed
and the bass lacked in the original’s
weight. Overall the sound was
blander, but | would still consider it
to be of reasonable enough quality to
qualify as hi-fidelity, especially when
fed a decent source.

Switch to 28kbps though and
the term, hi-fi, does become
somewhat tenuous. The sound
shrunk back into the ‘speakers, and

what soundstaging there was, was
less than focused. The timing also
appeared to take a turn for the
worse and the treble became even
more indistinct. The obvious upsnot
is that |28kbps should only really
ever be used where the sound
quality isn't of utmost importance.
Personally | would be inclined never
to use it, but | suppose it would be
fine for making discs for music on
the move and vocal archiving.

Recording on to CD-R/RW
proved painless enough. The
operation seems a little complicated
at first, but you'd soon get used to
tne process. Of possible concern to
home recording fans, is the lack of a
recording level control. Pretty much
ali of the stand alone CD recorders
have a digital record level these days,
so to find a unit without one comes
as something of a surprise.

That the PD-480 is an
improvement over its predecessor is
not in doubt. The superior styling and
built in CD recorder see to that.
Indeed, for flexibility and features the
PD certainly impresses. To make it
easier to record from one's own CD
player/ transport, a digital input
would be nice, and the hard drive

100V~240V_50-80Hz SOW
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VERDICT OO0 £
Rernarkably flexible, decent sounding,

easy to use and superb value for money
- but noise and vibration issues let it

could do with greater
capacity, but at £300
these are relatively minor
gripes. Of far greater
concern is the level of
noise and vibration from
the unit - PD should have
fitted a bespoke low
noise HDD. Certainly
users must consider
isolation shelves when
buying a PD-480, partic-
ularly if placing along side
high quality and vibration
sensitive equipment such
as CD players and
amplifiers. Yet in terms of
sound quality, though, the
HD ain't half bad. If one
stays away from the
128kbps setting for all

but the most casual of recording,
then the resuits should prove
imoressively close to the original.

{ down.

PERCEPTION DIGITAL
HD-480

Perception Digital
www.perceptiondigital.com

| WHO THEY?
So who, you might ask, is
Perception Cigital? Well, around the
time of the peak of the dotcom bub-
ble {1999), PD was founded. Rather
unusually it was actually set up by
professors and graduates from the
Department of Electrical &
Electronics Engineering department
of the Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology. Their busi-
ness is mainly based in Hong Kong,
China, America and Canada, but
there have been UK bound products
too. More commonly known as the
Hercules PD, the HD-400 was the
first jukebox device to sell for less

| than £300. Today's HD-480 sells for

{ the same sort of money but now
includes a CD burner.

FOR
- Flexible
- Good value

£300

As it stands then, | cannot
wholeheartedly recommend the PD-
480 to a budding audiophile. A
stand-alone CD recorder, such as the
Pioneer PDR609 would be cheaper,
and better in terms of sound quality.
Yet | can't heip but admire the PD
and reckon that, as a technology, this
is still only very
much in its
infancy.
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- Clear instructions

AGRINST

- Noise and vibration

- Poor sound with 128kbps |
| - Only 40Gb capacity
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Getting a serious sound isn't as hard as you might thirk, just so long as you understand
how your room acoustics work. Noel Keywood talks you through the theory...

e get many requests
from readers about
improving their room
acoustics and even a
few about building a
room that will sound
good. Golden Ratios, of length to
width to height, might seem to offer
a perfect solution, but this is an area
where the best laid plans can go hor-
ribly wrong, as | will relate.‘Good
acoustics’ doesn’t mean egg boxes on
the walls and diffusers hanging from
the ceiling, Royal Albert Hall style. As
a reviewer | live with this problem
and have experimented with numer-

ous solutions to make the rooms |
use behave decently, since loudspeak-
er manufacturers sometimes like to
blame the listening room for a defi-
ciency in their speaker. Ironically,
some of the biggest acoustic gaffs I've
come across have been by perpetrat-
ed by manufacturers!

Getting a good sound isn't so

difficult, but you do have to be very
careful even about basic notiors. A
‘perfect room’ is one of them,
because what is perfect in theory
sounds weird in practice. This is gaff
once famously made by a
loudspeaker company of great
repute. They built a ‘perfect’ listening
room with a sloping ceiling and
angled walls. They hoped to de-tune
room modes, lessening the >oom
caused by modal resonances, where
the room acts as a closed organ
pipe. This perfect room was soon
condemned for sounding ‘awful'. It
wasn't awful, so much as unrepresen-
tative of everyday experience. A
loudspeaker in it sounded very
different to how it sounded in the
home, defeating the object of the
room. lllustrating the poirt that
unusurl environments give unusual
results. The last | heard, this room of
ill repute had been torn down!

Let me start off at the deep end

wwwwhi-fiworld.co.uk

with room dimensions, something of
great interest to anyone buying a
home or lucky enough to have one
built to their specification.

If you peer into a few books on
acoustics you may well come across
Golden Ratios [fig.1]. They specify
the ratio of room length and width
o0 he.ght. 50 as to avoid coincident

LENGTH WIDTH HEIGHT

1.4 1.14 1

1.55 13 1

2.32 1.6 1
GOLDEN RATIOS

Looking for the perfect listening room? Here are
Golden Ratios, giving ideal proportions of Length

fig.1

to Width to Height. Height is taken as 1, so if

height were 10ft then a width ratio of 1.6 would
equate to 16ft. A room with these ratios should

have even sounding bass and lack bass boom.
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CEILING REFLECTION

Ceiling height is often ignored, but it is very important.
The ceiling supports an image that gives a sense of
height. Both low and high ceilings have drawbacks in
this respect. Controlling the ceiling reflection can
improve a room's sound.

room resonances and a boomy
sound. Don’t get too excited. There
isn't one magic ratio that will yield a
perfect room and plenty of people
have researched the subject deeply,
all to arrive at differing conclusions.
Worse, in my view, is that height is
used as a reference point (i.e. given a
value of 1) in all this and
consequently gets overlooked. Yet
room height is crucial in just about
every way imaginable.

Ceilings are flat, smooth and
hard, so they reflect an acoustic
image down to you, as our diagram
[fig. 2] shows. This reflection is
important since it creates a ceiling
image that adds a sense of height to
the sound. The low ceilings of many
modern homes — 8ft or so - give a
very fast return with a lot of energy
and it's best, if possible, to avoid this.
| once rented a couple of houses in
succession in Brighton. Both were
quaint and cosy, but their low ceilings
made for a confused sound. A
diffusion panel in the centre of the
ceiling helped tame this problem, as
will a large, fabric lamp shade. Don't
forget ceiling roses either; they will
diffuse sound nicely, although only
high frequencies. | suggest you
experiment and listen — it's as simple
as that.You can either absorb the
sound or scatter it, the latter being
best to avoid a dead acoustic.

The room | am sitting in right
now was built in 1910, in a normal
London town house.The ceilings are
9t and it's a good height sound wise.
The rooms sound lively enough but
not muddled, nor dry. | once rented a
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flat in a nearby townhouse of
grander proportions, with large
rooms possessing |2ft ceilings, no
less. It looked palatial; only after |
moved in did | become aware of the
drawbacks. In a really large room a
normal hi-fi system sounds lost. No
matter how hard | wound the
volume no system ever fully came to
life. High ceilings give little
perceptible return energy so the
image seemingly extends little further
upward than the loudspeakers. High
ceilings might look grand, but they've
got drawbacks and they don't sound
especially good. If you are in a
position to make a judgement on
ceiling height, avoid them! | would
suggest a ceiling height of 9ft-10ft is a
fair choice.

Golden Ratios express room
width and length as a proportion of
height, so having established a good
ceiling height let’s look at what this
gives us in terms of practical room
dimensions. The width of a room
must not be a multiple of the height;
it is quoted as 1.14,1.28 or .6 in
our ratios table [fig.3]. | would
choose 1.28 or 1.6.Why? Well, it is
convenient: it gives a width of 12ft-
| 4ft approx., which is wide, but not
too wide.

Room length should not be a
multiple of height or width.The ratio
table gives 1.4, 1.54 or 2.33.
However, length can lie in a range
from 1.6-2.4 (after Bolt) and around
1.8 is a good choice. This gives a
length of 18ft with a 10ft ceiling and
it makes for a useful shape and
volume. | currently use a 9x12x16,
but it should be a little bigger, to
more easily accommodate a large hi-
fi system as well as surround-sound,
a widescreen TV, settees and all the
other paraphernalia that seeps into a
lounge, especially when there are
children around. | use wall diffusers
to increase apparent length as well as
rear wall damping, side wall diffusers
and full height lined (important)
curtains. All these would be less
necessary if the room was larger. |
also use two heavy settees to damp
down bass; without them the room is
too lively at low frequencies.

The extra volume of a larger
room improves damping, through
greater attenuation of the sound
over longer distances. | would
suggest a room measuring 10x|4x!8
or thereabouts (10ft ceiling)
minimum is close to ideal, extending
upward to about 24ft long maximum,
A room this long will need to be
quite wide though, around |4ft
minimum. Width should not equal
ceiling height (i.e. long and narrow)
nor be close to half the length (i.e.
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12ft), hence the |4ft figure [fig.4].

Bear in mind there is no
optimum room size; small rooms
sound lively but muddled and there’s
little space to change their acoustic
by introducing furniture. Large rooms
need increasing amounts of audio
power to fill them and this means
using large loudspeakers, or sitting
close to the system, whereupon
you'll hear a lot of direct sound but
little reflected sound which, in my
experience sounds a little odd.
Medium sized rooms are good
compromises. To avoid boom, Golden
Ratios keep the modes separated.
However, they still exist and can still
be heard.

In my own 16x12 room, the
lowest mode is a useful 34Hz but it's
amplitude is too great | feel, without
the damping provided by two large,
well upholstered settees, plus a
couple of corner absorbers. At long
wavelengths you need huge
absorbers so big, plush settees are a
great choice, not scrawny ‘first home’
things. They turn a boomy room into
a well damped one, something you
will hear when you move them in.
This emphasises the fact that whilst
the frequency of your room’s main
modes is important, so is their
amplitude and, by and large, the more
furniture you have the better, if you
want well damped, controlled bass.

Now let’s look at this frequency
thing and how low your room will
go. My |8ft ideal room gets down to
30Hz, but it peaks at this frequency
so there’s plenty of energy lower
down still. And 30Hz is a very low
sound — just about a rumble. Bass
guitar reaches down to 40Hz or so,
some lower nowadays, so an [8ft
room gets right down to the low end
of the audio spectrum and its gain
(room gain) supports the output of a
majority of hi-fi loudspeakers, most
of which reach no lower than 40Hz
or so.

Subjectively, this is a very
important point. If you make a room
much larger most two-way
loudspeakers will struggle to produce
enough apparent bass. It's not the
loudspeaker that is at fault here.
Small-to-medium size loudspeakers
aren't tuned (and cannot be tuned)
to excite all the modes of large
rooms. You could say large rooms
don't suit small loudspeakers.A large
floorstander with plenty of cabinet
volume and multiple bass drivers is
needed to drive a large room
properly, both for the acoustic power
required and to get low enough to
energise its modes. Such a room will
of course go low and give very deep
bass if driven properly like this. Large



rooms suit surround-sound systems,
because they can accommodate them
and because five loudspeakers and a
subwoofer can energise a large space
more easily and consistently than
two.

Small rooms and square rooms
are an acoustic headache, so let’s
look at what can be done to make
them work half decently. They do not
support deep bass;a 12ft long room
gets down to 45Hz.You can however
force a small room to reproduce just
about any frequency with a powerful
subwoofer. A big REL will deliver
huge acoustic output at |10Hz, my
measurements show. However,
quality will be mediocre (boomy).
Also, turntables will suffer acoustic
feedback from high sound pressure
levels in a small room, especially
since they are usually placed against a
wall, the point of high sound
pressure. Big loudspeakers tend to
energise a small room unduly, causing
it to boom.

The best compromise for a small
room is the traditional, tried and
tested one of using a small
loudspeaker so as not to overly
excite its resonant modes. Heavy
furniture helps, insofar as space can
be found for it. Bookcases break up
side wall reflections nicely, or you
could choose to absorb them with
colourful wall hung rugs. Don't forget
the luxury of full height, lined and
interlined curtains. Like large settees,
they can add real warmth and
cosiness, whilst at the same time
damping down reflections
enormously. What's more, you can
open or close them to adjust the
acoustic!

Then there is the matter of the
floor. Carpets are gathering a bad
reputation at present, which is a pity
since heavy carpet on thick underiay
absorbs acoustic energy. | suggest
using at least a thick central rug, as
large as possible. If you are worried
about mites or moths, a synthetic rug
will do much to damp down floor
reflections. Avoid bare floors.

Where to sit? This isn’t easy in
small rooms as there’s little choice. If
you sit against a (rear) wall,
reflections from the wall will have a
comb filter effect at your ears. Assess
this by listening against the wall, then
moving slowly forward toward the
loudspeakers. Or, better, get a blanket
or similar, fold it up and place it
behind your head over a reasonably
wide area to absorb incident sound.
The thicker and deeper the better. If
you feel this provides benefits then
fit something to either absorb or
diffuse sound striking the wall behind
you. | use 8in deep diffuser panels,

with some
absorption in

front, and sit |2in 26

away from the

wall. This ruse /\

lessens rear \ 24

energy and also

lessens the ¥
subjective impact 22

of the main room ROOM f

mode. It’s directly I LENGTH Ursae;ia:)tgle
equivalent to 20

moving the \—/\/
loudspeakers

away from a rear 18

wall. In either

case you are ROOM HEIGHT = 1
increasing the 16

amount of direct ’ ’

sound you hear &‘/

from the

loudspeakers, ! '41 0 12 14 16 18 2.0
lessening the ROOM WIDTH

reflected sound | ) o CEPTABLE ROOM RATIOS

(to improve
intelligibility) and
also lessening the
influence of an
axial mode, to
improve bass
quality.

Finally, if you —
are trying to
assess the potential of a listening
room, watch out for certain common
problems. Concrete floors and low
ceilings are not too clever; carpet on
concrete helps but bass will still
sound a little dry. Flimsy partition
walls are a bass disaster area! I've
come across them at numerous
manufacturers and some dealers too.
Walls like this suck out bass and
colour the sound. Rap walls with
your knuckles to see how solid they
are.

Avoid strangely shaped rooms
too, because they usually harbour
complex resonant modes that make

ever...

—_——

 fig.4
| |

ROOM DIMENSIONS

| Each room dimension supports a 'standing wave', with pressure maxima
at the walls, shown here. Staggering the room's dimensions staggers
these resonances so they don't act together, minimising boom
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This graph gives an area of acceptable room
ratios, based upon calculated modal distribution.
It shows there's some leeway in the Golden
Ratios; they are not fixed by any means. The
most acceptable ratios lie within the circle how-

for an odd sound.This includes
sloping ceilings. If there are bays, be
prepared to curtain them (costly, but
nice). Likewise with large windows.

All of which brings me to the
conclusion that a thoroughly normal
room that’s large-ish, comfortable
and well furnished is, for very good
reasons, also a great room for a hi-fi
system. Spend money on furniture,
carpets and curtains to get a great
sound from a really comfortable
room. Simple as that!
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PROEBAEBLY THE BES
BDI1Y KITS IN THE WORL

World Audio www.worldaudiodesign.com
' Tel: 01245 450 651

/" The Keci82 is out latest introduction for the true beginner and designed by Andy
Grove. A simple and elegant design based on the classic ECL82 valve, a triode
and power pentode sharing the same glass envelope. The amplifier consists of two

ECL82s per channel, the triode sectons work as the input/phase splitter and the
pentode sections work in push-pull for the output stage. The amplifier offers 8
watts into an 8 ohm load, the hum level is extremely low, comparison to solid
state standards. The chassis is constructed of |.6émm mild steal with a black
powder coat finish. there is only one signal input pair controlled at the front by a
volume control for that simple touch. The speaker connects are the standard
4mm banana type, positioned at the rear, as are the mains input which is received World Audio
through an |EC lead, mains switch and earth post. We have made the construction .

as simple as is humanly possible with comprehensive instructions. The circuitry is
based on a single printed circuit board. Ultimately this kit is for the guy who has
always fancied a go at building a kit, but never dared. Simon Pope says, " It's a
great introduction to the valve sound. For it's humble price it delivers a full and
rich sound with great detail and good depth." Kecl82 weighs 9kg. External
dimensions are 30cm(w)x23.5em(d)x | | em(h)

F e = £5 T T - =i

A . " :

These are our new 6550 series amplifiers. A pure class A design ;roviding 40 390mm(w) x 330mm(d) x 190mm(h) with valves or 220mm(h) with cage. Simon
watts into a 8 ohm load.(available in a 4 ohm version if required) A truely high Pope says - "If you favour attack and rhythmic grip, together with a smoothness
end design by Andy Grove, using Svetlana 6550Cs in push-pull (any 6550 or of sound that's incredibly easy to live with, the KiT6550 could well be the kit
KT88 tube can be used with this amp). It features valve rectification (5U4) a amp for you.The 6550 is one for those who like a vaive sound married to the
choke pi filter power supply and is hard wired. Weighs |19kg with dimensions attack and clout of a good quality solid state design™.

Ge Kel84 features a pair of EL84 valves per channel in push-pull configuration.
They give 15 watts into an 8 ohm load. The output transformers are Ultra
Linear. Up front the ECF80 input/phase splitter valve has an extremely smooth
sound.The Kel84 has very low hum, for simplicity the kit is built on a printed
circuit board. A strong steel chassis is fronted by a 3mm anodised front panel
and attractive brushed alluminium knobs. There are five line level inputs, plus
one monitor input, with a tape output included, all controlled from the front
panel. At the rear is a mains switch/IEC power input, earth post, phonos, and
4mm bannana sockets. Simon Pope says, “The quality that can be gleaned from
this amp is a fine introduction to the joys of the valve sound.The Kel84 will
highlight all the intricacies and depth of detail in your favourite recordings
whilst retaining a warmth and fullness that is almost exclusive to pure valve
amps and is rare at this price point." Kel84 weighs |10kg. External dimensions
with valves are 300mm(w) x 270mm(d) x 150mm(h).

P

The 2A3 PSE integrated amplifier offers a seriously hi-end sound, but without the
cost usually associated with single-ended amplifiers. The stereo chassis houses, on
the output, 2 x 2A3 in parallel single ended configuration and a single 6SN7 as
the driver tube per channel. The valve rectified power supply consists of a 5U4
and a |0h choke. This feedbackless design provides 8.5watts into an 8 ohm load,
s0 a good sensitivity speaker is required above 90dB. It can accept 6 line-level
inputs fully controllable from the front panel.We provide the excellent Alps Blue
potentiometer as standard. The amplifier is hard wired so plenty of scope for
tweaking in the future. Simon Pope says,“The 2A3 PSE is extremely impressive
piece of kit, good imaging, wide sound stage, nicely extended on the high
frequency and tremendous bass thump. Weight - 20kg, external dimensions with
valves fitted - 390mm(w) x 360mm(d) x 220mm(h)
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PDIY KITS IN

PROEBARBLY T E BEST
THE WORLD

The PRE-Il is a valve pre-amplifier with six inputs, tape monitor and two sets of
output sockets. It utilises a high quality line driver transformer and x5 gain.The
PHONO-!l is a dedicated valve phono stage that incorporates a step-up
transformer for MC users. Finally, PSU-Il is a power supply unit that feeds both
the PRE-Il and PHONO-II.

Power Supply Unit (PSU-I1) £205.00
Pre-amplifier (PRE-II) £215.00
Phono Stage (PHONO-II) £110.00
Moving coil step-up transformer £77.00

Passive pre-amplifier (PAS-I) £235.00

KiT34 is a 32 watt stereo valve integrated amplifier, featuring a pair of EL34s, in
push-pull mode, per channel, plus an ECF80 pentode/triode as input/phase
splitter. The power supply is valve rectified (2 x 5U4), using a heavy duty choke
to achieve exceptional smoothing. The output transformers are 14% Ultra Linear
tapped to keep distortion down to its lowest level and the kit is totally hard
wired utilising three tag boards. It has five line level inpurs, plus a tape-in and

tape out,al controllable from the front, Simon Pope says, This integrated bring
together the best sonic virtues of our KiT88, kel34 and top of the range 300B PSE
in an affordable package.The highlights of the sound are a deep and taut bass
response, together with an open and highly detailed mid and high frequency
response that only the best valve designs can achieve...a true valve classic. "Weight
22kg, External dimensions with valves fitted - 390mm(w) x 360mm(d) x 210mm(h)

QOur Parallel Single Ended amplifiers offer ultimate (
sound quality Each monobloc has two of the
beautfully linear 300B directly heated triode in
its output stage, producing 20 watts into an 8
ohm load. At the front we have a 6AU6
pentode and an ECCB82 as the driver valve.
This design utilises a 5U4 rectifier valve in
the power supply,in combination with a

10H choke, giving an extremely quiet

supply. Both mains and output

transformers we E/l pattern.

For purists, feedback is switchable and
the kit is totally hard-wired. For those that
require valves we provide the superb Tesla
300Bs, Russian 5U4s and European 6AlU6s &
ECC82. Simon Pope says, "Not to put too fine a
point on it, the sound these monoblocs create is
among the finest that can be encountered in hi-fi."” Qur
300B PSE kit bears an affordable price of £895.00 (UK price) excluding vaives. Each

monobloc weighs 23kgs., external dimensions with valves: \
25¢m(w) x 38cm(d) x 22cm(h) per monobloc.

The 300B PP monobloc shares the same
look and chassis as the 300B PSE monobloc.
The 300B PP kit has been created for

those who prefer a bit more dynamics
and drive to their valve sound. With a
pair of 300Bs in push-pull configu-
ration providing 26 watts output,

these beauties will drive most
modern loudspeakers to perfection.

Andy Grove's design is totally

feedbackless, using a 6AU6 pentode

as the input valve and a 5687 as the

phase splitter, the power supply uses
a Russian 5U4 for rectification. The kit is constructed by
point to point wiring so some experience is required. 300B PSE owners do have
the option to buy the conversion kit for £250.00 to turn their monoblocs to
push-pull status. Each monobloc weighs 23kg.

me HODB83 headphone amplifier is a beautifully simple design using Mullard
ECL83 valves, a triode and power pentode housed in the same envelope. it
works directly from any source, be it CD, tape, tuner etc., or from an amplifier’s
tape out or pre-amp out sockets. The circuit uses high specification E/l output
transformers that will drive any headphone load from 16 ohms to over 300
ohms depending on how the secondaries are wired up. The HD83 is a single-
ended design with the power pentode wired up in triode configuration for
added sonic purity,and it is as quiet as a mouse. For sound quality Jon Marks
says,"” The bass is punchy and controlled without becoming artificial, while
treble has the crispness of the best solid-state, with the tonal purity, delicacy
and speed associated with valves” External dimensions |8cm(w) x30cm(1) x
8cm (h) weight 4kg.

World Audio
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PROEBAEBLY THE BEST
BDIY KITS IN THE WORLD

World Audio Www.worldaudiodesign.com
' Tel: 01245 450 651

N
KIT6550/KAT6550 mains transformers HD83 mains toroidal transformer KIT34/KAT 34 mains transformer
2 inch stack, 130mm(h)x | 20mm(w)x | 35mm(l) 80mm dia. x 35Smm(h). Secondaries: OV- 2.5 inch stack, 120mm(h)x| | 5Smm(w)x95mm(d),
drop through fitting with zinc cap. Secondaries 165V,75mA/3. 15V-0V-3.15V,| A, suitable for drop through fitting with zinc cap,Secondaries
425V-0V-425V, 350mA, OV-5V, 6A, 3.15V-0v-3. 15V, 20/240V operation peoy -8V "R SESSMNEE i IR e
) . 3.15V,7.5A. Suitable for 120/240V operation.
9A. Suitable for 120V & 240Vac opeation
PSU-Il mains toroidal transformer
. 80mm dia. x 35mm(h). Secondaries: OV- 2A3 PSE mains transformer:
KEE iy ransformeR 270V.60mA/OV-10V,2A, suitable for 120/240v  2:Sinch stack. on a 120 size lamination,
1.5 inch stack, 90mm(h)x 80mm(w)x 95mm(d : 120mm(h)x | I5mm(w)x95mm(d), drop through
operation - e P g
drop through fitting with zinc cap. Secondaries: fitting with zinc plated transformer caps.
0V-240V 300mA, 3.15V-0V-3.15V, 5.5A, suitable for S eSS TNy " WIRHIn SN R AN RS0 mas 0,
120/240V operation TRANSI| mains toroidal transformer o kY I CYGT )
95t dian x| S0mmih)) SecondaFiEsdoN 110V/120V/220V/230V operation. Can be used
> e for a valve rectified, dc heater (2A3), dc regulated
KIT34/KAT34/KIT6550/KAT6550 choke I g s e D S heater(input valve) stereo 2A3 PSE/PP amplifier.
1.25 inch stack, 6Smm(h)x|0Smm(w) with fitting 65rnm(h) x 70mm(d) x 80mm(w) open frame
holes x 60mm(d), clamp fitting, 2.5 H, 350mA  /tting.10H, 180mA, KECL82 mains transformer:
1.25inch stack, on a 29 size lamination,
300B PSE mains E/l transformer KE'LB“ E/l choke 80mm(wide)x70mm(height)x70mm(depth), frame
130mm(h) x 95 1 1Smm(d 0.5 inch stack, 40mm(h)x 35mm(d)x 70mm(w) type 2 hole fixing. Secondary winding: OV-185V,
mm(h) x 95mm(w) x || Smm(d). clamp ficting, IH, 250mA 200mA, 0V-6.3V, 3.5A. Suitale for
drop through fitting with zinc cap. | 10V/120V/220V/230V operation. Good for low
Secondaries: 380V-0V-380V, [80mA/150-0V-150V,  pSU-Ii E/I power amp, solid state rectification achieves a HT
25mAJOV-5Y, | 2A/0V-5V, | 2A/0V-5V,3A/3.15V-0V- 40mm(h) x 35mm(d) x 70mm (w) clamp fitting, of 240Vdc. Could be used for ECL82 PP/PSE
3.15V,0.4A suitable for 120/240V operation ISH, 20mA stereo amp.
M T ."-l" ‘-'_‘-,-“ MERS KE 1
(K|T65SOIKAT6550 E/l 16% TAPPED UL KIT34/KAT34 E/l 14% tapped Ultra Linear KECL82 PP output transformer )

push-pull output transformer 2 inch stack, 80mm
(w) x 95mm(l) x 100mm(h), drop through fitting
with zinc cap. Primary-secondary 4.5K, 16% UL
tapped. Secondary 4 Or 8 ohm, pls specify on
order. max output 45 watts, max current 180mA,
valves, KT88, 6550 etc

KEL84 E/l Ultra Linear push-pull output
transformer

1.25 inch stack, 76mm(h)x 65mm(w)x 76mm{d)
Primary - seondary, 8K with 12.5% UL tap -
8ohms, max o/p- | 5watts, max current |50mA
valves EL84 etc

KIT88/KAT88 E/l push-pull output transformer
80mm(w)x9Smm(l)x | 00mm(h). Primary-secondary
10K - 8ohms, max o/p-40watts, max current-
160mA valves-KT88, 6550, EL34

Pre-ll E/l driver transformer
80mm(w)x60mm(l) x6Smm(h). 6:1 step down
transformer, max current-10mA valves-6922 etc
pre-amp stage

push-pull output transformer

2 inch stack, 80mm(w)x95mm(l)x | 00mm(h), drop
through fitting with zinc cap. Primary-secondary
6.4K, 14% UL taps, Secondary 8ohm, max output
34watts, max current |50mA, valves EL34, 6L6,
6CA7

HD83 E/l single ended output transformer
40mm(w)x50mm(l) x55mm(h).
Primary-secondary 4K - 4 x 64ohms
windings, max o/p- watts, max current-25mA
valves-ECL83 etc

300B PSE E/l parallel single ended output
transformer

130mm(h) x 95mm(w) x | 1 5Smm(d).

drop through fitting with zinc cap.

Primary 1KS Secondary 8R, output .

2A3 PSE E/l output transformer:

2A3 parallel single ended transformer, 2 inch stack,
78 size lamination. Primary impedance is 2.5K,
secondary impedence is 4ohm or 8ohm, max
current is 100mA. Output is 8.5Watts.

ECL82 push-pull ultra linear. tinch stack, on a 29
size lamination,
80mm(wide)x70mm(height)x60mm(depth), frame
type 2 hole fixing. Primary 7.5Kohm, secondary
8ohms. Max current 85mA,

Good for numerous low output pentode valves in
push-pull configuration.

300B PP E/I push-pull output transformers
2.5inch stack, on a size 120 lamination.
130mm(h)x3Smm(w)x | | Smm(d) drop through
fitting with zinc plated cap. Primary impedance 4K,
secondary 6ohm. Will suit 300Bs, 2A3s etc in
push-pull configuration.

. JIT ACVARDS
. VSN

[IEEEIKECLS2 Printed Circuit Board 200mm(w) x140mm{i) UGN

Kel84 Printed Circuit Board 280mm(w) x 135mm(l)x |.6mm(d),

[RIFBEIKATSS Printed Circuit Board 140mm(w) x 310mm(l) x 24NN

Kel34 Printed Circuit Board 140mm(w) x 310mm(l} x 2.4mm(d),

EBBERAESA Circit 8o (s par) 120mre) SRR

HD83 Printed Circuit Board 140mm(w) x 160mm(l) x |.6mm(d),

STl Printed Circuit Board 105mm(w) x 130mm() X L@l

PRE: Printed Circuit Board |0Smm(w) x 130mm(l) x |.6mm(d,

ISENO 1 Printed Circuit Board 105mm(w) x | 30mm(i) X G

- T ————
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These are expert kits, not for the inexperienced. You must be able to solder and read a circuit diagram. The valve
kits contain lethal voltages. We cannot be held responsible for any errors arising from the construction of these kits.

order on owr weoebsite @

ORDER NO. ux OVERSEAS
fine vat & carriage) (exc. val & carriage)

Kecl82 (with valves)

Kecl82 (8 ohm) Q £195.00 £170.00

2A3PSE with valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pls specify) 2A3 PSE (with valves) Q £570.00 £485.00

2A3PSE without valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pls specify) 2A3 PSE (without valves) Q £470.00 £400.00
KaT6550 with valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pls specify) KaT6550 (with valves) Q £580.00 £495.00
KaT6550 without valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pls specify) KaT6550 (without valves) Q £450.00 £380.00

KiT6550 with valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pls specify) KiT6550 (with valves) Q £615.00 £525.00

KiT6550 without valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pls specify) KiT6550 (without valives) Q £485.00 £415.00

KaT34 with valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pls specify) KAT 34(with valves) Q £480.00 £410.00

KaT34 without valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pls specify) KAT34(without valves) Q £415.00 £354.00

KiT34 with valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pls specify) KiT34 (with valves) Q £515.00 £440.00

KiT34 without valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pls specify) KiT34 (without valves) Q £450.00 £385.00

Kel84 with valves (8 ohm) Kel84 (with valves) Q £298.00 £255.00

Kel84 without valves (8 ohm) Kel84 (without valves) Q £268.00 £230.00

PSUlI PSU - 1I Q £205.00 £175.00

PREII PRE - I Q £215.00 £185.00
PHONOIt PHONO Il Q £110.00 £95.00

PASII PAS Il Q £235.00 £200.00

Step ups transformers for MC use with PHONOII MC - step up (pair) Q £80.00 £68.00

HD83 with valves HD83 (with valves) Q £195.00 £167.00
300BPSE with valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pls specify) 300B PSE (with valves) Q £1197.00 per pair  £1020.00 per pair
300BPSE without vaives (4ohm or 8ohm, pis specify) 300B PSE (no valves) Q £895.00 per pair £765.00 per pair
300BPP with valves (6 ohm) 300B PP (with valves) Q £1197.00 per pair  £1020.00 per pair
300BPP without valves (6 ohm) 300B PP (no valves) Q £895.00 per pair £765.00 per pair

2A3 PSE mains T

UK OVERSEAS
(ina wat & cardoge) (exc. vt & curriage)

2A3 mains transformer Q £115.00 £98.00
6550 mains transformer 6550 mains T Q £120.00 £105.00
34 mains transformer KiT34 - mains T Q £100.00 £85.00
kel84 mains transformer Kel84 - mains T Q £60.00 £47.00
HD83 mains transformer HD83 - mains T Q £40.00 £34.00
PSUIl mains transformer PSU-II - mains T Q £40.00 £34.00
300B mains transformer 300B - mains T (each) Q £115.00 £98.00
34/6550 choke KiT34 - choke Q £40.00 £34.00
kel84 choke Kel84 - choke Q £20.00 £17.00
300B choke 300B choke Q £40.00 £34.00
2A3 PSE choke 2A3 PSE choke Q £40.00 £34.00
PSUII choke PSU-choke Q £20.00 £17.00
6550 output transformer (4ohm or 8ohm) 6550 - O/P T (pair) Q £130.00 £112.00
34 output transformer (4ohm or 8ohm) 34 - O/P T (pair) Q £130.00 £112.00
kel84 output (8 ohm) Kel84 - O/P T (pair) Q £90.00 £78.00
2A3 PSE output transformer (4ohm or 8ohm) 2A3 PSE O/P T (pair) Q £130.00 £112.00
HD83 output (multiload secondary) HD83 - O/P T(pair) Q £100.00 £86.00
PRE-II driver transformer PRE-II - driver T(pair) Q £80.00 £68.00
300BPSE output transformer (4ohm or 8ohm) 300B PSE - O/P T (each) Q £110.00 £94.00
300BPP output transformer (6ohm) 300B PP - O/P T (each) Q £110.00 £94.00
kel84 PCB Kelg84 - PCB Q £30.00 £26.00
kel34 PCB Kel34 - PCB Q £12.00 £11.00
kel80 PCB Kel80 - PCB(pair) Q £52.00 £45.00
KECL82 PCB KECL82 - PCB Q £25.00 £21.00
HD83 PCB HD83 - PCB Q £20.00 £17.00
PSUIl PCB PSU-Il - PCB Q £20.00 £17.00
PREII PCB PRE-II - PCB Q £20.00 £17.00
PHONOII PCB PHONO-II - PCB Q £20.00 £17.00
tag board TAG a £4.00 £3.00
ALPS 50K dual potentiometer ALPS - 50K Q £14.00 £12.00
ALPS 100K dual potentiometer ALPS - 100K Q £14.00 £12.00
stepped attenuator (10K or 50K) Attenuator + resistor pack Q £75.00 £65.00
LCR 22.5uF 440Vdc polyprop. Cap LCR - 22.5U Q £10.00 £8.00
Jensen 0.47uF 630V, aluminium foil JEN - 0.47U 630V Q £20.00 £17.00
Safety gloves SAFETY GLOVES Q £25.00 £21.00
2A3PSE/6550/34 safety cage Q £80.00 £68.00

2A3 PSE/34/6550 cage

Order from our Far East Distrbbutor: ~ Millenium Hi-Fi & AV

Title Description Price {exc. Title Description Price (exc.

VAT + Camage) VAT + Camiage)
1A40 40W EL34 integrated ~ £590.00 MB80 80W EL34 monobloc £1190.00 137 Jalan Pendekar 2, Taman Skudai Baru, 81300 Skudai, Johor DT, Malaysia
1A36 36W KT88 integrated £895.00 PA1t  Valve pre-amplifier £699.00

Tel: 07 554 5171 - Fax: 07 554 7645 - email:mhaB @ pd.jaring.my

P20A 20W 5881 power amp £795.00

PH11  Valve phono stage for PAT1  £199.00

_ Tel: 01245 450651

NAME - | enclose cheque/postal order for € made payable
i to World Audio Design. | wish to pay by Mastercard / Visa /Switch/ Solo.

ADDRESS: _ Please debit my account no:

POSTCODE: — Expiry Date: Signature:

COUNTRY: ——— (Switch/Solo only) Valid Date: lssueNo._____ ( DDD )
TEL. (DAY): (Visa/Mastercard only) Security number - last three digits of number on signature strip.

Prices were correct at time of print, 01/01/04 they are subject to change. If you wish for a built item, please phone for a quote / Valves included
except where otherwise stated.)it you would like a data sheet on any of the kits, please write a ‘D’ in the qty box

WARNING - World Audio Publishing Ltd. accept no responsibility for kits, parts or modifications made or supplied by third parties.
Order on our website: www.worldaudiodesign.com. J
Please send your completed order form to: WORLD AUDIO DESIGN. 7363 Chelmsford CM3 3WA Tel: e-mail: sales@woridaudiodesign.com
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Electronics made Simple

by lan Sinclair

This books covers the basic theory and
principles of electronics. A good read
for the beginner.

Code No 1420

£12.99 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

Build your own Electronic Test
Instruments

by Electktor

This book contains designs for 17
measuring instruments, seven generators
and analysers, ten miscellaneous instru-
ments and a number of test ancillaries
and auxiliaries. The designs range from a
simple multicore cable designs contain a
special printed circuit, drawing of which
are given in an appendix.

Code No. 1400

£15.95 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

Audio Measurements

by Norman Crowhurst

Famous compendium of measurement
and test techniques for audio reproduc-
tion equipment of the tube era includes
discussion of all instruments needed.
Covers amps, transformers, preamps,
turntables. changers. tonearms, car-
tridges, tape recorders.

Code No.1830

£13.95 + £2.00 P&P(UK)

Understanding Hi-Fi Circuits

by N.H. Crowhurst

Onpnally published in 1957, Discusses all
aspecrs of ampifiers, pre-ampifiers and equak-
sanon orcuttry, well writzen, easy to under-
stand. The author does concentrate on valve
Orauts, sO NO ransistors here.

224pp Code No.1820
Price £13.95 + £2.00 UK p&p

The Best of Audioneditorial projects
by Luciano Mard

This book contains six excellent audio projects -
a high senstvity speaker, a superb tube pre-amp,
a 2A3 ampifier design. a project using the Russian
6C33CB and two projects using 3008s as output
valves. Overall the book is a fabulous read.
$2pp.paper back book code 1750
£12.00 + £2.00 UK p+p

Fundamentals of Radio-Vaive
Technique

J. Deketh

This is part of the philips technical serles
written in 1947 it was one the most author-
itive and comprehensive treatments of the
nature and function of the vaccum tube.
$34pp, Paper back

Code No. 1630

£21.50 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

The Willlamson Amplifier

by D.T.N.Williamson.

Offers practical advice on how to build and
set up the amplifier for best results.

40pp Paper back

Code No. 1040

09.95 + £1.50 P&P (L)

MHigh-cnd Audio
Lquipment

iInside The
Vacuum Tube

¢ L

Vacuum Tube
Amplifiers

RCA

At

www.hi-fiworid.co.uk

Build your own High-End Audio
Equipment

by Elecktor

Build your own High-End Audio equip-
ment contains construction projects for
solid state preamplifiers and power
amplifiers, active cross-over filters, an
active subwoofer, a mono/stereo
compressor and a headphone amplifier.
Code No. 1390

£14.95 + £2,50 P&P (UK)

The LP is back

by Audio Armatures

Your complete guide to LP care and
maintenance designed to offer you
everything useful for those who love
and enjoy this older music medium.
This covers the theory and care of
LPs and the efectronics and mechan-
ics of its players.

154pp Paperback , Code No.1620
£8.00 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Inside the Vacuum Tube

by e F Rd

One of the most thorough (and funny)
books ever written on the way vacuum
tubes function. Rider's mastery of analo-
gies common to most of us makes the
book especially useful to those who
want to learn about vacuum tubes.
Code No. 1840

£24.00 + £2,50 P&P (UK)

Glass Audio Projects » 17 Vacuum
Tube Designs
This book features 17 valve proyect.
designed, tried and tested by some of the
best authors state side. Designs such as a
3008 push-pull amp, a 33 power amp a
6528 single ended, a 3008 paraliel single-
ended amp, a6C33C-B single ended amp,
a 70W KT88 push-pull amp. a 2A3 single
ended amp to name a few All nforma-
don is provided so most projects can
bebuk from scratch.

73pp. Code 1790,
£8.00 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

Vacum Tube Amplifiers

by Valley & Waltiman

This book is a well known reference
valve text book and is assembled
from pieces by ten knowledgable
authors.An absolute bible when it
comes to valve electronics.

734pp, Paperback, Code 1770
£29.95 + £ 4.30 P&P (UK)

Busld your own Audio Valve Ampiifiers
by Rainer Zur Linde

This book covers construction projects
for preamplifers, power amplifiers and
two amplifiers for musical instruments
aimed at the practical audio/hi-fi enthu-
siast, it offers much information on the
operation of electron tubes, while the
first chapter gives a short history of
the thermionic valve.

paperback, 25 Ipp, Code No.1320
£14.95 + 1.50 P&AP (UK)

RCA Receiving Tube Manual
Technical Series RC-14
This book presents RCAs commendal vaive
ineup as it was in 1940. The marual covers
terminology. Technology and apphcation, valve
testng and then a larger section giving some
cuit ideas and plenty of data on numerous
e.g 6L6,6N7,65N7.

255pp Paperback, Code No. 1800
€£13.95 + £2.00 pap (UK)

"2

Audio/Radio Handbook

By National Semiconductor

Natonal Sermiconductor’s manmual is an essential
ad to engineers and experienced hobbyists in
the applicanon of Nanonalis kne of consumer
audio and radio ICs. Not only does t hold com-
prehensive cata of their ICs but discusses theo-
ry aspects of ampléfiers and pre-amps and cov-
ers electronic prinapals.

200pp, Code No. 1810
£43.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

The Joy of Audio Electronics

by Charles Hansen

This is a fail-safe guide to the pleasures of
hands-on electronic construction. This
book covers test and measurement pro-
jects, how to build simple kits, safety
1ssues, the workplace, theory and
resources. A must for the beginner who
plans to bulld more advanced electronic
projects in the future.

124pp Paperback, Code No.1650
£10.50 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

GEC Audio Tube Data
Full of data and circuits concerning
the three most well known MO
Valve power tetrodes, the KT66,
KT77 and KT88, (the KT77 was
GEC'sanswer to Mullard’s EL34) and
some data on the PX4 and PX25
triodes. The first section concerns
preampilifiers of various types, with
Information regarding equalisation,
tone controis, filters and suchlike.
An excellent book for all valve
heads.

Paperback Code No. 1780
£14.95 + £2.00 (UK)

An Approach to Audio Electronic Valves
in Audio Frequency Amplifiers

by E, Rodenhuis

Discussing the use of valve data, the func-
tion of different amplifier stages and
includes detailed descriptions of eight
designs. A wealth of practical data, mea-
surements and Interesting features will be
found. A very good read.

Paperback 147pp, Code No. 1520
Price £12.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Audio Reality

by Bruce Rozenblitz

Investigates conductors, skin effect, imped-
ance, interconnects, speaker cables, balanced
lines, transmission lines. isolation transform-
ers, tubes, acoustics and much more. Also,
Inchudes 6 excellent detalled valve design profects,
80watt OTL, 25wart OTL. grounded grid pre-
amp. 150watt amp., 6550 SE amp. and a
grounded grid cascode phono preamp.
Paperback 128pp, Code No. [640
Price 21.50 + 2.50 P&P (UK)

Mullard Tube Circuits for Audio
Ampiifiers

Includes full designs for eleven power and
control amps, including 5+20, using valves.
Begins with a four chapter tutorial on getting
the best sound from valve amplifiers.

142pp 8" x 10" Paperback Code 1030
£13.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

The Beginner’s Guide to Tube Design

by Bruce Rozenblitz

This book takes a comprehensive look at
tube audio design. It explains how vacuum
tubes work and how to design with them.
Rozenblit covers stabilisation and testing, 2
description of 13 famous and classic amps
and preamps and how to work effectively as a
designer. A hands-on guide to construction
techniques, tools and ch g

and tubes is provided. 1997,

132pp Paper back Code No. 1340
£15.50 + £2.50 P&P (UK)




Manuale HI-Fl a valvole Schemario 2°
This book Is dedicated to self makers and
to Hi-Ft tube engineers. With a weaith of
circuit diagrams from some of the best
valve amplifiers, pre-amplifiers and phono
equipment producers in the world.
Including, Audio Research, Altec, Conrad
Johnson, Art Audio, Luxman, Carver,
Dynaco. Electrovoice. Leak, Macintosh,
Marantz, Quad. Radford, Quick Silver,
numerous OTL designs, Verdier,VTL and
Western Electic. Well worth the money.
208pp. Paperback Code No. 1720
£44.00 + £4.00 P&P (UK)

First in High Fidelity

The Products and History
of H. . Leak & Co. Ltd.

by Steven Spicer

This book is the unique and A ™

comprehensive story about
one of the world's best high-
fidelity audio companies.
Contained are 300 pictures.
30 circuit diagrams for classic
designs of the day. There are
also numerous anecdotes and

270pp Paperback

-
LY

Getting the most out of Vacuum
Tubes

by Robert B.Tomer

From the cover, “Types and causes of tube
failures, what to expect from tubes. testing
methods and all about tube maintenance
programs.” This bock Is intended to offer
explanations of why tubes fail and what to
do about it Discussions of catastrophic and
degenerative failures; selecting tubes and
tube types and testing and predicting tube
performance.

160pp Paperback, Code Na 1710

£13.95 + £200 P&P (UK)

MODERN HIGH-END
VALVE AMPLIFIERS

Basic Theory and
Application of Electron
Tubes

A US Army & Navy
Publication

This book is an excellent
introduction into valves. fc
does just about everything
its utle suggests. Written in
1957 it was used by the US
military as a text book n
their electronis department.
Superbly written it con-
ainns all you need to know.
215pp Paperback

Sylvania Technical Manual
by Sylvania Electric
Products Inc.

This 13th edition contains
data on more than 3300 elec-
tron tubes and semiconduc-
tor devices. Reprinted here
without the TV picture tube
section, this manual contains
detailed information on
Sylvania’s devices including
charts and diagrams. A master §
index is found in the front of
the book for reference.

5 16pp Paper back

DIO LIBRARY

ORDER 4 BOOKS & OVER & PAY ONLY £7.00 FOR P&P (UK ONLY)

Modem High-End Valve Amplifiers
Based onToroidal Output
Transformers

by Menno van der Veen

Explains the whys and wherefores of
toroidal output tansformers at vanous
technical levels. Discussed extensively
within this book are designs for amplifiers
from 10 to 100 wats. Finally, the author
gives some attention to a number of
special valve amplffiers, and to the theory
and practice of negative feedback.
250pp Hard back Code No. 1670
£24.95 + £3.30 P+P (UK)

Valve Amplifiers

(second edition)

by Morgan Jones, Audio
Engineer

This book allows those with a
limited knowledge of the field
to understand both the theo-
ry and the practice of valve
audio amplifier design, such
that they can analyse and
modify circuits, and rebuild an
amplifier. Constructional
techmiques are also provided
so readers can build from
scratch designs that actually

Code no. 1740 Code No.1760 Code No. 1700 work.
£19.95 + £3.55 p+p UK £17.95 + £3.50 P&P (UK) £16.95 + £3.80 UK p+p 488pp, Paper back,
Code No. 1330

Testing Loudspeakers+

by joe D'Appolito

Joe D'Appolito, loudspeaker designer and
consultant, has written the definitive text on
testing loudspeakers. Dr. D'Appolito brings
his expertise to the subject and provides
you with a hands-on discussion of testing
drivers and systems. He brings you the the-
ory and physics behind loudspeaker testing
in this volume,

Paperback

Code No. 1580

€24.95 + €3.00 P&P (UK)

Bullock On Boxes

by Robert M. Buliock Il

Using Thiele-Small parameters clearty, it
offers lots of helpful tables and graphs to get
o grips with the sizing of the box and port
of a reflex

loudspeaker.

T2pp 81/2" x 11" Paperback

Code No. 1100

€12.95 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

Audio Amateur Loudspeaker Projects
A collection of the 25 best speaker articles
published in the Audio Amateur throughout
the 1970s, this popular book is proof that
great designs are never out of date. This
volume is a rich source of theory, practice

Electrostatic Loudspeaker Design and
Construction

by Ronald Wagner

Step by step guide to the design and con-
struction of a full range electrostatic loud-
speaker, including basic operaung principles.
Strongly recommended for those wanting
to either build. repair and/or restore, or
who are just interested in electrostatics.
243pp 7" x 9 5/8" Paperback

Code No. 1080

€16.95 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

Loudspeakers: The Why and How of
Good Reproduction

by G.A. Briggs

An ecasy to understand book on building
loudspeakers, using empirical techniques
that pre-date computer analysis. Strongly

ACOUSTICS an
PSYCHOACOUSTICS

€26.99 + 3.76P&P (UK)

The Loudspeaker Design
Cookbook, 6th edition (new) -

by Vance Dickason

This best seller offers up-to-date design
information for the home constructor. It
uses modern Thiele-5mall theory and
parameters.

288pp 81/2” x 111/2" Paperback
Code No. 1090

£29.50 + £4.00 P&P (UK)

Horn Loudspeaker Design

by Mr . Dinsdale

A collecon of papers by Mr ). Dinsdale. that
discuss the design and theory of this wonder-
ful breed of loudspeaker. The book contains
detailed drawings of numerous design. includ-
ng some Lowther classics. Also, nchuded with
the book s a 3.5inch floppy disc with soaght
forward software to assist in the design
process. A senous reference for those with an
nterest in homn speakers.

112pp paper back & 35 fappy disc
210mm x 300mm

Code: 1730

£29.50 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

Acoustics & Psychoacoustics 2nd Edition
by David M. Howard & James Angus

An noducton to acoustcs, covenng human
percepton of sound, notes and harmony, musi-
cal dynamics, timbre of musical nsruments,
acoustc model for musical instruments, hear-

and design. recommended for beginners. ing music dffferent ermvronments, decemng the
135pp 81/2" x 11" Paperback 88pp 51/2" x 81/2" Paperback ear and processing sound electronically.
Code No. 1550 Code: 1070 D4pp 44 x 189mm
€16.95 + £2.50 P&P (UK) £10.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK) paperback

Code: 1370

€29.99 + £3.50 P&P (UK)

fPiease send Code No) [ | ] [ O O O o oo oaog—

0 ooad
II enclose cheque/postal order for £ made payable to World Audio Design. | wish to pay by Mastercard / Visa /Switch/ Solo.

|Please debit my account no: DDDU DDDD [ ”JDD DDDU ( ]DDD[J)EXDIW Date:_

l(Swntch/SoIo only) Valid Date: UDDD Issue No. ’—][ (Visa/Mastercard only) Security number - last three digits of number on signature strip. DDE

s

Signature:

Please return to: WORLD AUDIO DESIGN. 7363 Chelmsford CM3 3WA TEL: 01245 450651

|ORDER ON LINE Website: www.worldaudiodesign.com E-Mail: sales @ worldaudiodesign.com
uPIease contact us for overseas P&P charges. Allow 28 days for delivery.
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BRISTOL & BATH

THE RIGHT NOTE Tel: (01225)
874728. Are you happy with your
system? We find that most audiophiles
listen for most of the time to systems
that are ‘not quite right'. Forget the
'Best Buy' reviews and putting a system
together like a patchwork quilt. Let us
assess the vast range available, you
judge the results. We'll help you to
plan a system for the future, even if
you spread the purchases. Leave ‘up-
grade-itis’ behind, save money and
enjoy music all the time. Just listen,
and you'll know.

CD:Accuphase,Audio Synthesis, Bel
Canto, dCS, Resolution Audio, Wadia.
Viny!: Basis, Clearaudio, DNM, Graham,
Michell, Sumiko, Transfiguration.

Amps: Advantage, CAT, DNM, Gamut,
Spectral.

Speakers: Audio Physic, NEAT, Verity
Audio. Tuners: Magnum Dynalab.
(Credit Cards Accepted).

V'AUDIO HiFi Consultants: 36
Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol. BS9
IE). Tel: 0117 968 6005. ATC, AV,
Alon,ALR Jordan, Audio Analogue, Avid,
Black Rhodium, Electrocompaniet, Eslab
Digital Amps, Harman Kardon, Infinity,
Jamo, Lyra, Origin Live, Opera,
Ortofon, PS Audio, Ruark, Michell, REL,
SME, Sugden, Townshend, Triangle,
Unison Research Valve Amps, VPI.
Specialists in Video Projectors by SIM2,
Infocus, Sanyo; screens by Stewart,
Draper, Da-Lite, Owl, and Amps/DVD’s
by Harman Kardon etc. Demos by
appointment only. Home trial facilities.
We are not a shop.
CAMBRIDGESHIRE

THE AUDIO FILE 4| Victoria Road,
Cambridge. Tel. 01223 368305.

Fax: 01223 354975. Email:
s.streater@aol.com.‘For the best in
British Hi-Fi and Home cinema
entertainment’. Visit or call to arrange
a dem with products from:Arcam, Linn,
Naim, Cyrus, Absolute Sounds, Kef,
Sony, Yamaha, Rel, Ruark, Denon.

CHESHIRE

ACOUSTICA |7 Hoole Rd, Chester
CH2 3NH. www.acoustica.co.uk.Tel
01244 344227 All the best in HiFi &
Home Cinema from Naim, Rega, Rotel,
Sugden, Tube Technology, Primare,
Isotek, Harman Kardon, Teac, Acoustic
Energy, JM Lab, B&W, Spendor, Royd,
REL, Quadraspire, SIM2 & Sanyo
projectors and much more. We offer
full demonstration facilities, interest
free credit and delivery & install
systems throughout Cheshire,
Merseyside & North Wales. Opening
hours are Tuesday to Saturday 10.00 to
5.30.

ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon
Road,Wrexham, North Wales, Tel.
01978 364500. Audio Visual Specialists.
Arcam, Audio Analogue, Bose, B&W,
Celestion, Castle, Denon, Harmon
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Kardon, Jamo, Marantz, Michell, Mission,
Onkyo, Pro-Ject, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Micromega, Myrad, QUAD, Radford,
Rotel, Ruark,Tannoy, TDL,Teac,
Thorens, UKD, Unison Research,
Yamaha, DSP Club Member, Demo
Room, installation service. Easy Parking
and Motorway access. All major credit
cards accepted. 9.30 - 5.30 daily. Closed
Sunday & Monday.

DOUG BRADY HI-FI Kingsway
Studios, Kingsway North, Warrington,
WA 3NU Tel 01925 828009 Fax
01925 825773.Visa, Mastercard,
Lombard Tricity. 2 dem rooms, home
trial; Agencies include: Arcam, Tag
McLaren, AVl, B&W, Castle, Caspian,
Chord Electronics, Exposure, Harbeth,
Heybrook, Krell, LFD, Michell, Meridian,
Musical Fidelity, Monitor Audio, Naim,
Nautilus 800 series, Pink Triangle,
ProAc, Roksan, SME, Wilson Benesch,
XTC and many more.

ORPHEUS AUDIO.The North
West's main Shanling dealer,
demonstrating affordable excellence
from Shanling, Monopulse, Heart, MF
Audio, EAR, Horning, Acoustic Zen,
Wireworld, LAT and others.
Demonstrations by appointment in
Gatley, Cheshire.Tel: 01614 281 539,
e-mail: orpheusaudio@tiscali.co.uk

NEVe
YEVON

AUDIO DESTINATION Audio
Destination,32b Bampton Street (above
Hill House Hammond), Tiverton,
Devon.Tel (01884) 243584. Hi-Fi/Home
Cinema specialists. 2 demonstration
rooms, home demonstrations,childs
play area, interest free credit,
relaxed/friendly service. Musical Fidelity,
Ruark, Monitor Audio, Chord, Project,
Primare,Tube Technology,Totem, Unison
Research, NAD, Nordost, Lexicon,
Trinity Audio plus others.
e-mail:info@audiodestination.co.uk

DONSE

MOVEMENT AUDIO 588 Ashley
Road, Poole, Parkstone, Dorset BH 14
0AQ. Tel: (01202) 730865/380018.
Arcam, B&W, Castle, Chord Electronics,
Cyrus, Denon, Marantz, Michell, Mission,
Pioneer, Tannoy Dimension, Yamaha. 2
Dem rooms. Listen to the available
choice and decide at your leisure - no
pressure, no obligation. Our staff enjoy
music, with our choice of products, you
can too! Service Department. Free
installation. Home trial facilities. Access,
Visa, Amex, Diners Card. Credit
facilities available. Open Tuesday-
Saturday 10-5.30.
www.movement-audio.co.uk

MOVEMENT AUDIO 926
Wimborne Road, Winton,
Bournemouth, Dorset. BH9 4DH. Tel:
(01202) 529988/520066 Arcam, B&W,
Denon, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical
Fidelity, Opera, Pioneer, Quad, Roksan,
Ruark,Yamaha. Full dem facitlites
available, also home dem. Friendly

a tealer
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expert advice. Service Department.
Free installation. Home trial facilities.
Access, Visa, Amex. OpenTuesday-
Saturday 9.30-5.30

WEYMOUTH HI-FI 33-35 Maiden
Street, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 8BA.
Tel (01305) 785729/766345. Arcam,
B&W, Denon, KEF, Marantz, Mission,
Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer,
Quad, Sony, Tannoy, Yamaha. Dem
room. Friendly professional advice.
Only quality hi-fi dealer in Weymouth
area. Service Department. Free instal-
lation. Home trial facilities. Access, Visa,
Amex, Switch, Delta Mastercard.
Interest free credit. Instant credit.
Open Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30

HIFI EXPERIENCE 227 Tottenham
Court Road, London W1.020 7580
3535.Arcam, Cyrus, Denon Gold,
Quad, Kef, Meridian, Yamaha, Marantz,
McCormack, Mirage, Nakamichi,
Musical Fidelity, PAFF and many more.
Open 10.00-7.00 Mon-Fri. 9-6 on Sat.
Service dept, Credit facilities, delivery
and free installation.

THOMAS HEINITZ LTD 35
Moscow Road, Bayswater, London, W2
4AH.Tel: 020 7229 2077. Fax: 020 7727
9348. Email: info@thomasheinitz.com.
Web site: www.thomasheinitz.com.
Established in 1952, Thomas Heinitz
has a long history of providing the best
music and AV systems available. We
continue to offer the highest standard
of service in the most relaxed
atmosphere. Whatever your needs,
from multiroom and home cinema to a
high quality stereo system, we offer
consultation, design specification,
architect liasion and installation in
order to ensure your system is
tailored to your exact requirments. For
quotes contact our manager Johnny
Drum.

Tel: 020-8875 9696 or 07768 738372,
Email: hearhere@onetel.com.

We invite you to listen to our carefully
selected combination of the
astonishing and award winning
Avantgarde loudspeakers and the highly
regarded and hand-built in Britain Art
Audio valve amplification. Hi-Fi has
never sounded or looked this good!
Also EAT Valves. Please call anytime
for an informal daytime or evening
demonstration in Kensington, West
London.

Orpheus Audio. See our main entry
under Cheshire.

RIVERSIDE HI-Fl 422 Richmond
Road, East Twickenham, Middlesex,
TWi 2EB.

Tel: 020 8892 7613 Fax: 020 8892
7749. www.riversidehifi.co.uk

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk




Audio Research, Blueroom, Bose,B&O,
Copland, Denon, Elac, Infocus, Krell,
Linn, Living control, Martin Logan,
Michell, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity,
NAD, Project, QED, Rel,Sennheiser,
Sonus Faber, ,Teac, Theta,
Wilson.Finance available. Subject to
status. Written details available on
request. Export orders welcome. UK
mail order available. 3 demonstration
rooms. All major credit cards. Open
10am-5.30pm Mon-Sat.

OVERTURE HI-FI 3 Church Lane,
Banbury, Oxon OX|6 8LR.Tel (01295)
272158. Email sales@overture.co.uk
Website: www.overture.co.uk Arcam,
Bose, Denon, KEF. Linn Products, Miller
and Kriesel, Mission, Mirage, NAD,
Naim Audio, Spendor,Yamaha. For
sensible unbiased advice, call
Oxfordshire's audio experts. Superb
demo facilities. No appts. necessary.
Home Cinema,Plasma TV, Projectors,
Lutron Lighting, MultiRoom and
Commercial installations. Access/Visa,
instant credit. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-
5.30.

ACOUSTICA |14 Wolverhampton
Rd, Stafford ST17 4AH.
www.acoustica.co.uk.Tel 01785
258216.All the best in Hi-Fi & Home
Cinema from Naim Audio, Arcam, Rega,
Rotel,NAD, Sugden, Tube Technology,
Yamaha, Harman Kardon, Bowers &
Wilkins, Focal-JM Lab, Monitor Audio,
Ruark. Mission, KEF KHT, REL,
Quadraspire,Sim2, Optoma & Sanyo
projectors and much more.We offer
full demonstration facilities, interest
free credit and delivery & install
systems throughout Staffordshire & the
Midlands. Opening hours are Tuesday
to Friday 10.00 to 5.30, Saturday 10.00
until 5.00.

AUDIO IMAGES (28 London Road
North, Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR32 IHB
Tel: 01502 582853. Arcam, Acurus,
Castle, Rotel, Moth, Triangle, QTA,
Sugden, Denon,Yamaha, Mirage, M & K,
Definative, Musical Fidelity, plus the
incredible Rothwell range. Refreshingly
different selection. Dem Room,
Professional AV installer’s from budget
to high end. Full credit facilities. 9.30 to
5.30 Mon & Sat ~ 9.30 to 6.00 Tues to
Fri.

SOUND CINERGY 37 High Street,
Aldridge. 01922 457926. Tues-Sat |0 -
5.30. AE,Arcam, Chord Co., Creek,
Harman Kardon, Infinity, Linn, Loewe,
Marantz, NAD, Project, PURE, REL,
Tannoy, van den Hul.
www.soundcinergy.co.uk
http://www.soundcinergy.co.uk

MUSIC MATTERS

Birmingham - 363, Hagley Road,
Edgbaston, BI7 8DL.

Tel: 0121 429 281 |.

Solihull - 93-95, Hobs Moat Road, B92
8JL.Tel: 0121 342 0254.
Stourbridge - 9, Market Street D48
1AB.Tel: 01384 444184.

Sutton Coldfield - 10, Boldmere
Road, B73 5TD Tel: 0121 354 231 1.
Arcam, Alchemist, Apollo, Audioquest,
Audio Research, B&W, Cable Talk,

Castle, Celestion, Chord, Copland,
Cyrus, Denon, DPA, |BL, Kef, Krell,
Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridian,
Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer, REL.
Rotel, Ruark, SME, Sennheiser, Sonus
Faber, Tag McLaren, Teac, Theta, Yamaha
etc. Classical CD’s available at
Birmingham only. Demonstration
rooms, service and installation. BADA
member.VISA / MASTERCARD /
AMEX / SWITCH. Open:-10-5.30
Tuesday to Saturday. Late night
Thursday till 7.00 (not Stourbridge).

SOUND ACADEMY For the
Midlands. The Parade, Sutton Coldfield,
Tel.0121 321 2445 & High Street,
Bloxwich, Nr Walsall, (sharing the
ASDA shopping centre) Tel 01922
493499. Hosts 4 private studios plus a
Home Theatre Cinema with Tube &
LCD Projectors. The best in hi-fi from
Naim, Arcam, Audiolab, Chord,
Meridian, Monitor Audio and many
more. So...if you've taken time to read
this, please let us make you welcome.
Phone 0121 321 2445 for Sutton or
01922 493499 for Walsall. Call in and
to browse our exciting display of hi-fi
and home cinema equipment. Mail
order available. interest free credit S.T.
Status. Open 6 days, 9am to 5.30pm.
Please call for late night. Expert
Advice, Cable Dressing and Installation.

SALISBURY HI-FILTD 15
Catherine Street, Salisbury, Wiltshire
SP| 2DF.Tel (01722) 322169/330841.
Arcam, B&W, Celestion, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Musical
Fidelity, NAD, Opera, Pioneer, Ruark,
Tannoy, Yamaha, 2 Dem rooms. Friendly,
relaxed atmosphere. Professional
advice. Home dem available. Service
department, Free installation. Home
trial facilities. Access, Visa, Amex.
Interest free credit. Instant credit. Open
Mon-Sat 9-5.30.

SOUND ORGANISATION YORK,
2 Gillygate,York Y031 7EQ.Tel (01904)
627108. Carefully chosen Hi-Fi and AV
equipment includes Arcam, B&W,
Nautilus, Denon, Linn, Naim, Rega,
Rotel, Stax etc 3 dem rooms incl.
Home Cinema and Linn connect.
Service Department. Home instal-
lations. Instant Credit and major credit
cards . Closed Mondays. Phone for chat
and more details.
www.soundorg.co.uk

THE AUDIO ROOM 2 George
Street, Hedon, Hull, HU12 8JH.

tel 01482 891375.
www.theaudioroom.co.uk

The Norths premier hi fi dealer, stunning
showrooms and dedicated fistening
room, authorised agents for, Linn, Naim,
Krell,Audio Research, Cyrus,

Sugden, Rega, Ayre Acoustics, Mark
Levinson, Pathos, Unison Research, B&W,
Proac, Focal JM lab, Spendor, Sonus Faber,
Martin Logan and others. Home
demonstrations and credit facilities
available. Open Mon - Sat, 9am -
6pm.The Norths friendliest hi fi dealer.

THE HI-FI STUDIOS
Hi-Fi — Home Cinema — Custom
Installation Tel: Doncaster

01302 727274 or 01302 725550. E-Mail:
info@thehifistudios.freeserve.co.uk
Web Site: www.thehifistudios.co.uk
Musical Fidelity, Electrocompaniet,
ProAc, PMC, JM Lab, Ruark, Castle,
TEAC, Unison Research, Monitor
Audio, Impulse, Primare, Harbeth,
NAD, Michell Turntables, Nottingham
Analogue Studios, Audio Analogue,
Living Voice, Densen, Celestion, KEF,
Opera,Trichord Research, Nordost,
Stands Unique, Ortofon, Project,
Goldring, REL, Denon, TAG Mclaren,
Rotel,Yamaha, Proceed — plus many
more.Viewing & Demonstration by
appointment in a unique setting.
Home trials and installation. Card
facilities and 0% available. Please
phone for more information. BADA.
CEDIA.

PREMIER AUDIO - now
demonstrating - Room |: DCS Elgar,
Purcell & Verdi Transport, Plinius CD
Lad & 250 Power,Verity Fidelo & Sonus
Faber Speakers, Siltech Cables, Isotek
Sub Station, BDA Equipment Stands
Room 2:Audio Aero, Audio Synthisis,
Kora Pre & Power, Pink Triangle
CD/Amp, Martin Logan / Audio Physics
Speakers, Arcici Equipment Stand,
Isotek Sub Station P/S Audio Synthisis,
Audio Physics, Audio Aero, Absolute
Sounds, DCS, Kora, Plinius, Siltech,
Arcici, BDA, Pink Triangle, Avid
Turntables, Project, Ortofon,Van den
Hul, Mirage. P/X welcome Home
demonstration good selection of
S/hand.We are |0mins )39 - M|

10mins J30 Mé62 Tel: Wakefield 01924
255045 - Colin Grundy.

AUDIO REPUBLIC, 78 Otley Road,
Leeds 0113 2177294,
www.audio-republic.co.uk for the very
best in quality hifi in West Yorkshire
and beyond, our relaxed and profes-
sional approach stems from over |0
years experience in designing and
installing high quality music systems.
We believe the following offer
outstanding results; Naim Audio, Rega
Research, Dynavector Systems
(amplifiers and cartridges)Totem
Acoustic, Conrad Johnson, Sugden,
ProAc, Spendor, Shahinian, JM Lab,
TEAC, Nottingham Analogue, Kuzma,
Living Voice, Hutter Furniture, Benz
Cartridges, Cardas Cables,
Quadraspire, Chord Cables, Custom
Design, Alphason Designs. Choice of
shop or home demonstrations, open
Tues - Sat 9.30am to 5.30 pm, most
credit cards welcome. Please phone for
a chat and directions.

ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon
Road, Wrexham, North Wales, Tel
.01978 364500. See our main ad
under Cheshire.

'R ER

DIVERSE VINYL 10 Charles Street,
Newport, NP20 [)U.

Tel/Fax: 01633 259661/256261.

Email: sales@diverse-music.co.uk
Probably the most varied and
impressive selection of brand new LPs
you'll find anywhere: international new
releases, reissues and audiophile
products. Also UK distributor of the
Disco Anti Stat LP Cleaning Device.
Call for a free catalogue, or visit
www.www.diversevinyl.com

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk
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Stanton deliver!

R once famous name, these days Stanton's UK presence is mostly thanks to its venerable
500A club cartridge. However, the American company still makes some truly special, higher
end designs, says analogue addict Stewart Wennen...

tanton was formed in the
1940s in America and was
heavily involved with pickup
cartridge design and manu-
facture, designing the first
microgroove cartridge in
1948. It also developed the first user
replaceable stylus assembly in 1954,
By 1958, Stanton had manufactured
the first stereo microgroove pickup
cartridge and went on to develop the
first CD-4 cartridge for four channel
playback. In 1980 Stanton had made
the first low impedance-moving mag-
net pickup cartridge.

All of these achievements were a
result of having a fully functioning
research and development
department - something
that

many
other
manufacturers
should take note of!
There is evidence of this to
this day, as Stanton is still
at the forefront
of cartridge
design
inasmuch
as it
designs and
builds
pickup
cartridges for
DJ use.Their
support
systems have
been put in place as
a result of many years
experience in the profes-
sional public address industry.
A first class audiophile cartridge
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can cost many thousands of pounds,
and requires an extremely precise
platform. Compare this to the
problems D] equipment faces and we
will be getting nearer to
understanding why the majority of
the fatter equipment generally
sounds so poor.And of course DJs
are record collectors at heart with
little or no desire to understand how
their turntable works...

Because of the way DJs
manipulate vinyl, the cantilever has to
be of heavier construction than
those of hi-fi cartridges, which is
often to the detriment of sound
quality. DJs have to be able to 'back
cue' to the point they want the
music to start. This is a very difficult
task for a cartridge to achieve - try
this with your treasured hi-fi
cartridge and you'll see what | mean!
Another problem faced by DJs is the
overall sound pressure level and the
subsequent mistracking caused by
airborne feedback. The answer to this
problem is not to increase tracking
pressure beyond the cantilevers limit,
rather make sure your turntable is
set up correctly! This is difficult to
achieve at the best of times but a
little persistence pays dividends.

Pay especial attention to the
platter attitude - this must be
level.

THE LISTENING

| mounted a 680HP in one arm
and a 890SF in the other. It is
vitally important to set the arm
up correctly; achieving the right
VTA is essential as the cartridge
will not give its best if inaccu-
rately aligned. Removing the
plastic mounting pieces and
replacing them with cap head
bolts and nuts (either alloy or
stainless steel) improves the
sound a great deal. The
difference over the familiar DJ-
standard Stanton 500AL was
simply gobsmacking. The 680
was much clearer, with a more
realistic feel to bass

www hi-fiworld.co.uk

instruments. It had a good image
depth along with an excellent image
width, and the tracking ability of this
cartridge was extremely good.
Although it was not as subtle as my
reference combination, this cartridge
gave a fine account of itself. Its ability
to extract inner detail from the vinyl
is very impressive. It is presented in a
plain plastic box, which means that
you are paying for the cartridge and
not the packing - although the
instructions could be larger, as | had
difficulty reading them.

Conversely, the 890 come as a
matched pair in an attractive (small)
flight case already mounted in classic
SME-style headshells. The 890
package also includes a pair of
elliptical styli, which are housed in a
white body to differentiate from the
conical, which is hosed in a clear
body. Both the 890 and the 680
share the same type of generator
and consequently would appear to
sound similar, although in practice
the 890SA (conical) gave a much
warmer sound to the midband and
had less output level than the 680HP
(the 890 has 0.5mv less then the
680HP, but still has an extremely




REVIEW SYSTEM
usable 6.5mv).

Those clever
people at Stanton
made the styli non
interchangeable
between models,
although they look very similar. The
tracking forces are again similar as
they both track at between 2 and 5g.
This is where the similarity ends,
for the 890SA gave a much richer,
warmer feel to the reproduction
with an obviously more secure
presentation to the music. This was
not immediately apparent, but after a
few hours the 890 started to show
its pedigree. Although its midband
was very closely matched by the 680
its bass reproduction was remarkably
smooth with an extended treble.
Coupled with an innate sense of
timing the 890 was superior in image
presentation. The 890 gave a well-
proportioned scale of stereo image.
Now down to the 890RM with
the elliptical stylus, this cartridge
tracks at Ig less than the 890RM, so
resetting the OL1 was called for.
After this was achieved the resulting
sound was glorious. The RM had even
better control of the treble register
due to the RM having an even flatter
frequency response than the conical
SA.This was shown by the vast
stereo image with correct width and
height. Stereo image depth was
enormous along with instrument
placement, which reminded me of my
old Audio
Technica
OQC9.
Its
detail
retrieval
was
amongst the
best D) cartridges

Technics SL 1200 with Ongin Live OL1 toneaims

and Origin Live mounting plates
Formula Sound mixing desk
Crown DC300A power amplifier
custom buili monitor loudspeakers

| have heard, although it was ever
so slightly ragged in the upper bass
region. This was not to the
detriment of the music but it gave
the music a little more 'bite’.

If you play without 'scratching,
and are used to straight mixing then
this cartridge is definitely for you.
The bonus is that the conical styli
are included so remove the RMs and
install the SA when gigging. This
cartridge is perfect for mixing music
like Masters at Work and Blaze. It
really shines with jazz funk from
Donald Byrd and Patrice Rushen. Joe
Sample took on a new lease of life!

CONCLUSION

The Stanton 890RM is a stunning
cartridge, but is sadly rather
expensive when compared to the
680HP. Although the RM and SA are
much more subtle the 680HP is
extremely good value for money. If
you are a DJ that has lots of gigs
then choose the 680HP, which is the
chosen workhorse for a lot of rigs.
But if you want the flexibility of
altering your sound then choose the

890 package.All three of
these cartridges display
why Stanton is still at
the forefront in profes-
sional cartridge design.

World Radio Hisior V.hi-ﬁworld.co.uk

STANTON B80H4>
STANTON 890SA
STANTON 330RM

£606 \
£110
£180

MEASURED PERFORMANCE

In the past Stantons measured well, but
the 890 s a Clvb cartridge, so | wasn't
sure how it would fare. Surprise then,
that with the RM elipiical playback
stylus in place it put upg an exceptional
performance by hi-fi standards

Tracking at 2grs it saited through
300Hz tracking tests ard even
negotiated 25¢ ns/sec at TkHz, a rave
ahility in any cartridge

Distortion en vertical modulation
was unusually low, necligible afier a
correction factdr had been applied. Tiis
was explained by a VTA of 18 degrees,
an unuswally low hut theoretically
correct figure. Overall then, the 880RM
produces little distortien.

A square wave test signal was
neatly reprodueed, with just a little high
frequency ringing. This correlated
perfectlly with -he flat measured
frequency response of our analysis,
with a hint of top-end peaking. The
890RM will sound tonally well balanced
and accurate, without “reble spit or
sharpness.

Output was a massive 10mV at
3.5cmsssec rms, three times more than
other carindges! If you suifer hiss o1
hum the 890RM will v nitmise it,

The Stanton 890RM has an extraor-

JULY 2004 HI-Fl WORLD

dinary mzasured performance, way
ahead of all rivals. It should sound
detailed, accuraie and very dynamic
too. NK

Tracking force

Weight

Veriical racking angle
Freguendy respense
Channel separation
Tracking ability (300Hz)
|ateral

vertical

lstersd (TkMz)
Diste-tion (45um)
laieral

vertical

Output (Ecmsfslic ris)

2-5gms
bgms
18degrees
20H2-20%Hz
30dB

0pm
45um
25cmnlsec

0.8%
01%
14mV
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Moving

With its new Lyra PDP 2860,

Thomson has joined the fray of
companies trying to finally crack
the video Walkman issue... Patrick

Cleasby goes out and about.

n the light of Apple CEO Steve
Jobs’ recent proclamations that
he can'’t see that 'people stand-
ing around watching things on
small hand-held devices' is going
to work, the field is clear for
those who think there may be
mileage in the concept to position
themselves in what can only be
described as "video iPod" territory.
Obviously the large European multi-
media conglomerate Thomson
believe that they can do this...

I can’t help feeling that Jobs may
be wrong (it has been known).You
only have to look at the number of
people on mainline commuter trains
who now watch DVDs on their
laptops to see where the obvious
market is. The real selling point has
to be the "take last night's TV on the
train" approach - and the Thomson
Lyra PDP 2860 achieves that by the
simple expedient of allowing video to
be recorded directly onto the unit’s
20GB hard disk. | can just see those
commuters sitting there with their
Lyras propped up on the table with
their little single-leg stands, watching
Eastenders! Usefully, you can even
play the captured video back out to a
television, if you need to.

So far, so not very hi-fi, or even
computer audio. But of course there
is more to this clever little concept
than just video. MP3 (and MP3PRO)
files can be stored and played back,
as can Windows Media Audio files.
JPEG photos can be stored and
viewed, and the inclusion of a
Compact Flash card port which
functions as a card reader when the
Lyra is attached to a computer is a
nice touch (non-FAT |6 formatted
cards not recommended). Much like
with the iPod, the side benefit of
having all that computer storage in
your (in this case slightly larger)
pocket is that you can also use the
disk to move large files around (as
long as you're not using USB 1.11)

Computer connection is
achieved with USB 2.0 and transfer

speeds are
satisfyingly fast.
Disappointingly,
the mini-B USB
socket on the
machine is
somewhat
redundantly covered by

a fine-hinged plastic flap, which on
this previously reviewed sample was
hanging on by one of two hinges
when it arrived, although not for
long. Not a fatal error though. Once
connected audio, video, and photo
files can be placed in their respective
directories. The machine is supplied
with MusicMatch 7.5 software for
PC, although if you are confident
enough to use the right codecs and
put the files in the right places in the
Lyra’s folders you can avoid using
MusicMatch.

You need to install driver and
application software if you're using a
PC.The Lyra interfaces with Mac out
of the box.Although in the future
Thomson intend to keep the Lyra
current by offering downloadable
upgrades, the currently available
download seems only to permit
updating via a PC. Annoying.

The 135x80x27mm Lyra comes
with a full complement of
accessories, including car charger,
cassette adapter for car audio

www_ hi-fiworid.co.uk

playback, case

and all the necessary analogue
video capture and playback cables.
Needless to say the supplied earbuds
should be discarded and replaced
with Sennheiser MX500s or PX100s
post haste, as per the usual
instruction. Documentation is in the
form of a handy Quick Start guide
which suggests that obtaining the
comprehensive User’s Guide from
the web. There is also a thorough set
of FAQs to be browsed at the site
www.thomson-lyra.com.

Not much help is offered if you
wish to try and encode video for
playback on the Lyra yourself — the
supported format is AV} using the
MPEG4-SP codec. At 320 x 240
resolution the device can reportedly
hold 80 hours of such material,
against 40 hours when the video is
created by recording it straight into
the Lyra, which creates an .asf file, a
format which was the precursor to,
and essentially is .wmv. It’s a shame
that given an MPEG4 codec is being
used, direct support could not be
given to the .mp4 video files which



can be
simply created from any
movie file using the export feature of
QuickTime Pro on the Mac or on a
PC.| got close to getting it working
the longhand way — by using the
QuickTime "Movie to Divx AVL"
option, but ended up with no sound.
PC users could probably create a
usable file with some of the freeware
utilities which are avaiable.

Management of the files stored
on the Lyra is done using a
reasonably attractive colour GUI, and
the navigation buttons to the right of
the screen sit nicely unaer the
thumb, but navigating the system czn
seem very ponderous at times, and
can be prone to locking up — most
bizarrely when you are just trying to
display the current version level of
the software. A reset button is on
the bottom edge of the device - it's
just like having a PC!

Video capture is achieved by
connecting the supplied cable to
your video, Sky box, DVD player (you
will need to defeat Macrovision
somehow for that one — no hints
from me!), whatever, using either
composite / left / right phonos or
the supplied adapter block for
SCART. Just switch tc Video, and hit
the Record button. The recordng

quality
can be adjusted

between low/mid/high settings, with
the latter recommended if you
intend to playback on a TV.The
quality setting is displayed along with
the video in the record window
when a video signal is being received.
Interestingly, PAL and NTSC formats
are both supported.

Video playback quality is
adequate, if a little blocky, for .asf files
created on the Lyra, even at high
quality. Soundtrack quality is
acceptable, if a little prone to
artefacting. Quality for computer-
created files will be dependent upon
the software you use. Rudimentary
skip forward and back controls can
be used during playback, and if you
have to stop piayback a video
tmestamp allows to recommence
from the same point at another
s'tting. Photos look very attractive on
the 3.5 inch TFT screen, and can be
set to display as a slideshow, with an
MP3 backing track. Audio can also be
recorded direct to mp3, with a
similar range of settings
(64/128/192kbps), and although |
suspect the results will not be very
hi-fi some people appreciate this
feature.

Audio playback quality is very
good — thankfu'ly the Lyra supports
too quality iTunes encoded 320kbps
variable bit rate MP3. Morrissey
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opines tremulously that "America,
your head's too big..." and all is well
with the world. Attempting to use an
iTunes-created .m4a file you have
transferred in by hand will get you
short shrift though.The profiling
process, which recatalogues your
library when you introduce new
tracks, which can be run on the Lyra
for Mac users who don't have the PC
system tray icon to do this, and takes
a few minutes for a half full device,
appears to completely ignore any
non-standard formats you put in the
audio folder. | understand why .mp4
files (if only we could buy them here)
would present difficulties, but surely
there can be no issue with opening
this device up to DRM free self-
created files?

Given that if you're a music fan
you can obtain an iPod with twice
the storage of the Lyra for less than
the £450 you would currently have
to spend at Comet to get hold of
one of these devices, and that the
iPod has the advantage of a much
better audio codec in AAC (including
the new lossless flavour), the Lyra is
definitely in the "video geek” and
"rich commuter’s toy” categories.

However it is a well put together
piece of kit, which may not be a flash
in the pan if Thomson can
successfully keep the
machine up to date
with codecs and
improved functionality
by the download
method. Here is a plea
for Mac users to be
included in both the
ability to update the
unit, and in the addition of
QuickTime-friendly codecs, both
audio and video. After all, if Steve
deprives us of the highly-desirable
true video iPod we may have to
resort to this, unless we force
ourselves into the Windows-
powered world of the forthcoming
Creative
device
previewed!

=

000t

Attractive package somewhat let down
| by its software, there are surely greater
things to comne, but if you need it
lnow..

FOR
- Nice Package
- Good Sound
[~ Record In

AGAINST

- Formats Limited
- Windows-centric
i Sluggish 0S

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:

Pentium it 500Mhz or higher
Windows 98SE, Me, 2000 SP3 or XP
Mac iMac G3 or higher

0SX Version 10.1.5 or higher

64MB RAM (128MB recommended)
USB port (2.0 recommended)
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meet your maker

A reference guide to Britain's manufacturers and distributors

CREEK AUDIO LTD |2Avebury Court,
Mark  Road, Hemel Hampstead,
Herts, HP2 7TA. Tel. 01442 260146
E-maitinfo@creekaudio.co.uk

Internet: www.creekaudio.couk - Creek
Audio build stylish Hi-Fi products in the
UK, combining state of the art electronic
design, with full bodied, accurate and musi-
cally rewarding sound. Our standard size
products come in two award-winning
ranges, the entry level 43 series and higher
priced 53 series. These include: CD43 Mk2
- CD player with 24 bit resolution DAC,
T43 AM/FM Tuner, Integrated Amps - 5350,
5350SE and 4330 Mk2 (described by
Stereophile Magazine as the best amp
under $1000). Our A43 Mk2 and AS53
Power Amps range from 50 to 250 Watts
and both P43 and P53 Pre-Amps offer pas-
sive and active operation with remote con-
trol. In addition we have an award winning
OBH range of small products: OBH-8/8SE
MM and OBH-9 MC Phono Pre-Amplifiers,
OBH-11 and I SE Headphone Amplifiers,
OBH-10 and 12 Remote Control Passive
Pre-Amps and OBH-14 - 24 bit DAC. See
our home page for further details or call us
for leaflets.

EPOS ACOUSTICS

2 Avebury Court, Mark Road, Hemel
Hampstead, Herts, HP2 7TA. Tel. 01442
260146. Emaitinfo@epos-acoustics.com
Website: WWW.epos-acoustics.com
Innovative design and superior sound dis-
tinguish EPOS speakers from other brands
in a similar price category. Adhering to the
EPOS tradition of musicality and communi-
cation, the new MI2 follows closely the
style of the successful ES12,and was award-
ed five gold stars in the March 2001 edition
of What Hi-Fi? For more information about
the Mi2 or the new MI5 please see our
home page or call us for leaflets.

FALCON ACOUSTICS LTD

Unit 12 Damgate Industrial Estate,
Damgate Lane, ACLE, Norwich, Norfolk,
NRI3 3D}

Tel.01493 751100 Fax 01493 751155
e-mail: sales@falcon-acoustics.co.uk

UK distributors of FOCAL drive units,
SOLEN (SCR-Chateauroux) polypropy-
lenecapacitors, TAYDEN high quality PA
loudspeaker units. Falcon are the largest
specialist Audio-inductor manufacturer in
the UK Comprehensive range of DIY
speaker parts and kits, Accessories and

Books. Sub-bass and electronic filters.
Audio Amateur Publications and Audio
Computer Software. Everything but the
wood! Enquiries should be accompanied by
a 47p stamped address envelope or see full
price list with illustrated details and pdf
data sheets on our web site:

www.falcon-acoustics.co.uk.

GARRARD and LORICRAFT

4 Big Lane, Goose Green, Lambourne,
Berks, RG17 8XQ.Tel / fax: 01488 72267.
We make the all-new Garrard 501 and 601
turntables and can service/repair the older
301 and 401 models. We cannot help with
the many other turntables that Garrard
made. We are also manufacturers of the
Loricraft Record Cleaning Machine, as
reviewed in the July issue of this magazine.
See our website at www.garrard50|.com
for more information,

HORNS & VALVES

Unit 5, Bards Corner, Hemel Hempstead
HP1 3RR. Manufacturers of audiophile qual-
ity vaive amplifiers and horn loudspeakers,
handcrafted in the UK. Tel 01442 270 141
for the designer Brian Graves, and for
details. ‘Koronglay' - Lowther driven, floor
standing horn ioudspeaker. |00dB sensitivi-
ty.Available in oak,ash or cherry. Size 25¢m
wide x 35cm deep x 106cm high. From
£1399. "Merlin' - Integrated single end tri-
ode amplifier designed to specifically match
the 'Koronglay' or any other horn enclo-
sure. From £1199. 'Griffon' - Push Pull
ultralinear valve amplifier. Powerful enough
to suit almost any loudspeaker. From
£1299. Al of our amplifers are totally
enclosed in laser cut stainless steel cabinets
to blend with any furnishings. Size 43cm
wide x 33cm deep x 16cm high.

MONITOR AUDIO LIMITED

24 Brook Road, Rayleigh, Essex $56 7XL
Tet 01268 740 580. Fax 01268 740 589
e-mail: info@monitoraudio.co.uk website:
www.monitoraudio.co.uk

Monitor Audio designs and manufactures
British loudspeakers of the highest quality.
Since 1972 Monitor Audio has been devel-
oping and perfecting the

implementation of metal drivers, innovative
crossovers, and exemplary speaker cabinet
construction and finish to further the ideal
of achieving sound which to the original is
"as close as it gets”. As we enter the 2Ist
Century, Monitor Audio leads the way in

offering speakers that suit every pocket and
which integrate seamlessly with both Hi-Fi
and AV systems.

PMC/BRYSTON PMC & Bryston are
used during the production of both
Harmonia  Mundi and  Deutsche
Grammophon recordings in both stereo
and surround. Emmy award winning manu-
facturers of the highest quality loudspeak-
ers and amplification. Industry standard in
Mastering, Film Scoring, Broadcast and Post
Productions. (5.] & Stereo) PMC Products:
Compacts, Floorstanders, and Large passive
& active monitors. Prices range from £500
to £32,0000. Finished in a large selection of
exquisite real wood veneers, all PMC loud-
speakers are available in horizontal mir-
rored pairs, centre channels and comple-
mentary subs for 5.1 surround systems.
Brystons balanced range of products
include R/C Preamps, Integrated, Amp
modules for all the PMC range, Mono,
Stereo |50W to 800w per ch, 3 Ch, 4 ch
and 5 channel THX amplifiers, Surround
processors, all with distortion figures and
build quality to die for. Every product is
available in silver or black backed by a 20
year warranty. PMC Ltd 43-45 Crawley
Green Road. Luton, LU2 OAA.

Tel: 08704 441044 Fax: 08704 441045
Email: sales@promonitor.co.uk

Web: www.pmc-speakers.com

SUGDEN AUDIO PRODUCTS
Designed and manufactured in the UK each
Sugden product is hand-built by one highly
skilled technician. A full range of pure class
A amplifiers are available including integrat-
ed, stereo power and the incredible
Masterclass balanced ‘monoblocks. Our
stunning Bijou system now comes with a
single-ended pure class A power Amplifier
with optional integral stand. Two analogue
tuners have joined the range matching our
A2l and Bijou series, offering a digital user
interface with excellent facilities. Fach
amplifier series has a matching CD player
with a class A output stage and heavily
modified  transport. The class A
HeadMaster offers a pre-amp with three
inputs a fixed and variable output with
remote control. The HeadMaster can be
used as a control unit in a high quality audio
system and excels with headphones. Please
contact us for product information, dealer
list and brochures. 01924 404088

email info@jesugden.co.uk.
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uddenly it's summer - won-
derful! The air is warm, my
window is thrown wide
and there's a smell of
freshly cut grass drifting in
- even in Central London!
This isn't a time when most people
think about sound quality but it be, if
like me and so many others you've
decided to buy into the digi-
tal revolution and get a
camcorder. You know the
situation: you have the need,
wart the toy (or is it the
other way around?) and
make the purchase. Then you
bump into the limitations!
The audio side of digital
video is one of them.

| know little or nothing
about video, | have to admit.

but

Waving a video camera
around is a novel experience
for me, one I've tried to avoid
for a long time. Watching the
contortions of tourists in London
trying to video their grinning
comrades put me off. Trying to get
their friends in the frame alongside
Big Ben means moving back so far
they end up in the path of a
Routemaster. This isn't a good idea
because it was designed in an age
before tourists glued to video
cameras existed and the brakes
really can't cope.And now I'm
wandering around with a video
camera doing the same!

Modern digital video works well
enough. Picture quality is very good,
if obviously not perfect, at least, inso
far as | can tell with available videc
monitors - computer and TV - and
playback software. It isn't broadcast
quality, but a good camera can get
close in picture quality. Burn the
video to DVD though and whilst the
pictures are right up with what you
can buy commercially, the audio is
not. For casual use perhaps this
doesn't matter much. But if you are
used to surround-sound from video

keywood

DVD, this is disappointing. Worse, it
is difficult to improve.You can edit
the picture heavily with modern
software but not the sound, unless
you are prepared to spend a lot of
money.Adobe recently introduced a
raft of new software better able to
cope, from Premiere Pro to Encore
DVD, which can compress a multi-

a lot of effort is
being put into
merging home

audio and video with
computer technology to
provide an easy to use

powerfully capable

resource

track recording to Dolby Digital for
full surround-sound, but it isn't for
consumer use.

The expense and complexity of
this software suite highlights the gzp
that exists between what is possib'e
today and what is desirable for
tomorrow. If video and audio are to
be integrated in a way that allows
ordinary consumers, rather than
video professionals, to make home
videos of decent quality, or good
audio recordings to DVD, there’s still
a wide gap to be bridged. Anyone
engaged in surround-sound editing

would complain straight away that it

will ferever be impossible for
ordinary users like myself to ever
match the audio quality of
commercial DVD video discs, but I'm
not so sure of this. A lot of effort is
being put into merging home audio

and video with computer technology
to provide an easy to use but

powerfully capable resource that

will, of course, prove attractive
enough, manufacturers hope, to

persuade us to buy into this new

wiww.hi-fiworld.co.uk

world.

It's almost essential to be able to
commit video to DVD so it can be
quickly and conveniently viewed.
Otherwise it sits as collection of
tapes on a shelf that rarely get seen
by anyone.The final stage of burning
to DVD has turned out to be
crucial. DVD has shown itself to be a
great way to store sound as
well as vision. At present
recordable DVD still isn't
with us as an easy to use
consumer product, but it
may well be coming.

I was fascinated to see
that Sony are trying hard to
make progress in this area.
They recently announced the
release of a new VAIO
(Video Audio Integrated
Operation) computer range,
where video and audio are
both strongly supported.Vaio
will burn video to DVD, complete
with Dolby Digital surround-sound,
meaning the company have obtained
the necessary licenses as well as
developing and installing appropriate
software. If you were to buy this
from Adobe the software alone
would cost almost as much as a
computer. Sony obviously see this as
vital for market acceptance and it
says a lot about where they think
audio and video are heading in
future.

Burning audio to DVD might not
be the sort of thing you or | think
about on a warm, sunny day, but the
world's largest consumer electronics
companies are. I'm looking forward
to a time when we can make
smooth recordings in 24/96, edit
them quickly and easily on a
computer and send them to DVD in
any form we wish, from stereo to
full surround-sound, with or without
pictures. DVD will then become a
lot more useful to us than it is today,
and audio quality will surely take a
large step up in the process too. @
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Jhere's something very
“strange about audiophilia.
In a sense, the amount that
some people spend on

I accessories - which is to

say, cables, mains plugs,

interconnects, spikes and assorted
items of magical and mystical
significance (polished
African hardwood obelisks,
rubbed on the thighs of vir-
gin tigers, etc...) - is stagger-
ing. Frankly, if you beamed
down from the planet Thrnug,
you wouldn't believe it.
However, what is even more
unfathomable is the massive

david
price

Silliness Ltd.' for their fix of
telephone number price tag feel-
good seperates, with seemingly total
disregard for the ensuing sound?
Again, | think the same psychological
imperative is in force. "l don't like
myself, but | have money/ credit,

If you and |

weren't at least
slightly self-indul-
gent, we'd all be listening
to 1983 Amstrad Stack

amounts of money other folk sYStems"'

spend on their systems with-

out so much as a thought for getting
the respective bits to work synergis-
tically with one another.

I think the former is perfectly
understandable. After all, women
have shoes, don't they? Contrary to
the collected and received wisdom
of humankind, these aforesaid items
do not exist to facilitate the walking
process of bipeds, but rather to exist
as desire objects for the fairer sex
to covet - and never use, of course...

With this in mind, miniature
carbon fibre cones hewn in the
shape of the old Glastonbury
Pyramid Stage, plated in gold, boxed
in velvet and sold to hi-fi obsessives
for £149 per pair (when you need
three to support each speaker)
perhaps doesn't sound so stupid..?

Hmmm... well, alright - it does.
But you get my drift. We're allowed a
small indulgence aren't we? That's
what hi-fi is all about. If you and |
weren't at least slightly self-
indulgent, we'd all be listening to
1983 Amstrad Stack Systems, no?

Okay, so madcap hippy tuning
aids are socially 'd'accord’, but what
then of the Neanderthal imperative
of blokes who go into 'High End

therefore | must be great, therefore
I'll treat myself, and everything will
be better in the morning"...

Which is sadder? I'm not sure.
Either way, there's not a huge
amount of listening going on.The
point is that if music is your first
priority, you can do very well for
yourself with just a hundred quid in
your pocket. Now | know that's
going to offend all manner of folk,
but pick up a classic nineteen
eighties Rega Planar 2, NAD 3020
and KEF Coda system, follow our
tuning advice on p34 and be amazed.
I've heard better music from this
system, provided it's well fettled -
that's as in really well set up - than
£10,000 systems that aren't. | kid
thee not.

Okay, so he's just being contrary,
you say.Well - au cantraire - maybe
I'm being a lictle 'pointed’, but my
point is that proper system setting
up can negate thousands of pounds
of worthless, pointless expenditure.
If you've read our tuning feature and
thought, 'oh God, we are now
entering the Twilight Zone', then you
should try some of what we're
advocating. You may be surprised.

www.hi-fiworld;cowk

If you'll pardon me an
automotive analogy - regular readers
will know I'm into cars and bikes - if
you pick up a mint BMW M5 with
flat, bald tyres, Scotts Porridge oats
for engine oil and jelly for
suspension, then maybe - I'd
respectfully suggest - you'd
not exploit the car's full
potential. That's why you've
got to make the most of
what you have - which
means supports, mains,
interconnects, contacts, and
the rest. It simply doesn't
make sense to run your
expensive hi-fi ac below its
full potential.Yes, | know
polishing your mains plugs
makes you a sad man, but at least
you'll smile when you put a CD on
your stereo system...

Now, I'm not suggesting the
aforementioned African hardwood
obelisks. Frankly, | think the more
whacky end of audiophile tweaking is
more about marketing than science.
But there's no denying that the right
cables in the right place will make a
big difference.

Let me let you into a secret. As
an editor of a UK hi-fi magazine, |
feel | should be singing the praises of
£300/m cables - because all the
others do. But despite the peer
pressure, | simply can't get my head
into a space that accepts the validity
of ludicrously expensive stuff. The
best tweaky stuff is very cheap, and
all about judicious application rather
than a big hit on your credit card.

| realise this might make me
unpopular with the burgeoning hi-fi
accessories industry, but there you
go. Yes, if you have a £10,000 system,
then a smattering of big buck
interconnects will really do the job,
but otherwise, stick to clever system
matching and synergistic fine
tweaking.




dominic
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; ’ t was this time last year when

~ you couldn’t get an Apple iPod

" for love nor money. Unless you

were prepared to accept the odd
| dog-eared |0Gb model, then
iPod ownership meant a long

wait. Since then of course, both the
portable MP3 sector and the iPod
itself have gone from strength to
strength. It is now a mass-market for-
mat that has taken serious sales
chunks from MiniDisc and even
portable Compact Disc.Yet, =
the same still isn't true of its |
full size equivalent, the stand- -_?;U
alone hard drive_As many l;\“
predicted within the industry, I
the price of memory has come
down over the past year, and
the number of products has
been steadily increasing. Yet,
these products still lack a
sense of unity or focus.The
iPod’s, and its entire ilk’s, position in
life is clear. It’s simply a portable,
recordable music device that doesn't
look too dissimilar to a portable
MiniDisc. Yet full size hard drive
recorders still appear to come in
three different formats and marketed
in three different ways. First there’s
the hi-fi separate approach, where the
unit is CD recorder sized and
designed to fit into a separate hi-fi sys-
tem.Then there’s the PC based device
that may be tailored towards music
storage, but still looks like a computer
tower. Finally there'’s what's known as
a music server that is essentially like a
standard hard drive recorder but also
with added whiz to make it serve a
multi-room system with varying tunes.
It’s all rather confusing and not helped
by a lack of icon model such as the
iPod.

Yet, confusing or not, it's still a
technology worth considering. Not so
long ago, | suggested that when hard
drives could offer 500 Gb of storage
for less than £1,000, then any such
product could enjoy very substantial
sales indeed.Well, we're not quite
there yet, but there have been some
interesting developments within the

market nonetheless. Yamaha was one
of the first mainstream companies to
bring cut a hard disc recorder of hi-fi
separate size and format. The CDR-
HD 1300 has been tweaked to hold up
to 80Gb of unprocessed music. 120
hours of CD quality music certainly
isn’t bad, but it's not enough for
people to want to dump their
collection entirely. With the built in
CD recorder it’s still more of a

I if it's first-rate
sound quality and
J mass storage
you're after then you’d be
better off checking ocut
the Cyrus Link Server

product for people who want to make
compilations from various sources.
Much the same is true of the Hercules
Perception. At 40Gb it will only hold
60 hours of uncompressed music, yet
it will also accept MP3 compressed
music to increase this capacity by
approximately ten fold.The latest
Perception has a built in CD burner
too,and at £300 looks fantastic value.
Again though, it’s not the virtual music
lbrary that many have been hoping
for. Interestingly, yet perhaps not
surprisingly, Sony has got in on the act.
Their HARLH500 mirrors the Yamana
in many respects. Its £400 price tag
buys you 80Gb of recordable hard
disc space, and it will also rip from CD
at 12x speed. Surprisingly, there’s no
CD burner onboard, so Sony must
feel that it's more likely to be used as
a permanent storage system. Probably
it’s best feature is the built in ATRAC
compression system. Those familiar
with MiniDisc will be familiar with
ATRAC. It's generally one of the
better compression systems and, in my
opinion, beats standard MP3 format
hands down [Hmmm - depends on
the MP3 codec and bitrate... Ed.]

Sony hasn't left the potential of

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk

the hard drive to just one product,
though.As with others, they are
tackling the market on two fronts.As a
hard disc drive is at the centre of all
computers, the other angle is to take a
standard computer and tailor it
towards audio.The results certainly
aren’t all that bad. Anyone who
attended this year's Bristol Show can't
have failed to notice Sony’s PCV-RZ
servers, Marketed under the Vaio
name, they look exactly like
PC towers and aren’t exactly
the sort of kit you'd want
gracing your hi-fi separates
rack. Yet, looks aside, their
practicality is hard to fault.
The £1,200 502P model will
store |20Gb and the 504
model a hefty 250Gb. That's
rather more like it, and you
have a whole host of other
gizmos that come from basing
the design around a PC rather than
simply taking the hard drive out and
sticking it in a hi-fi separates box.
Sound quality, of course, will be
another matter. During a quick
demonstration | found the quality to
be as good as a basic Sony CD player
but not exactly audiophile quality. If it's
first-rate sound quality and mass
storage you're after then you'd be
better off checking out the Cyrus Link
Server. It’s really designed as a server
to an entire multi-room system, yet it’s
credentials as a hi-fi hard drive unit
are far from weak.As well as 250Gk
of storage the Link Server uses the
company’s Q-DAC and even has the
option of being fitted with the £350
PSX-R upgraded power supply. I've yet
to hear the said combination, but I'd
be most surprised if it didn’t sound at
least the equal of the company’s CD
players.That said, at around £3500 it
would very disappointing if it didn’t.

It's pleasing to see that progress is
being made with hard drive
technology, and | suspect that in a year
or two HD could be big business. In
the meantime, | wonder if Apple has
thought about the possibility of an
iDrive? Happy recording. @
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e hands are the hands of
“Esau, but the voice is the
voice of Jacob. To what
kind of pianos are we lis-
tening, and who is playing?

Not many issues ago, i
was speculating on the cause
of the pianoforte being so
notoriously difficult to
record. Indeed | became so
impassioned (or perhaps
merely infuriated) by the
argument that | quite forgot
to identify my favorite Chopin
pianist’ as Stefan Askenase.
He would forgive me; readers might
not, and editors are never to be
taken for granted. In this, if in little
else, editors resemble pianos, which
all differ from other pianos of the
same kind, from other pianos of dif-
ferent kinds, and from all the more
or less musical instruments (Setright
does not, be it noted, deem the
piano a particularly musical instru-
ment-not when compared with such
paragons as the human voice, the
clarinet, the Spanish guitar, or the
noble B flat euphonium) that we
seek to record: no piano can be
taken for granted.

If, then, the piano is so very
difficult to reproduce by our familiar
but fallible means, surely the answer
is to have the piano reproduced by a
piano! It can be done, and it has
been done.

Heaven forfend that we should
rely upon so mean and mechanistic
device as the old pianola, the player
piano that was merely an evolution
of the ancient musical box and
remains no more meritorious in its
electrified form, performing its
spectral repertoire in upper-class
department stores. The punctured
paper of the pianola roll recorded
merely pitch and duration, which
might serve as a record of the

setright

composer’s manuscript but could
never depute for the performer’s
interpretation. However, a century
ago there were reproducing pianos,
upon whose rolls were encoded not
only pitch and time but also force

is to have the

and pedaling. On these instruments,
by Duo-Art or by Welte-Mignon
(each having its own encoding
system), some of the greatest pianists
and composers of those times laid
down their own conceptions of how
any given piece should be played -
and, if satisfied with the result, signed
the finished roll from which copies
could be made.

Twenty-one years ago, in Austin
(the capital of Texas), | caught my
first sight of one of these, signed by
Gustav Mahler. It was in the home of
Kenneth Caswell, then the general
manager of the Austin Symphony
orchestra, and it was a home better
equipped than most to meet the
musical criteria of a professional
perfectionist. Much of what you
might call his hi-fi matched what was
then the state of the art in the USA:
not for him a run-of-the-mill record
player, but one whose rate of turn
could be controlled from zero to
something like 90 rev/min. and then
he had his reproducing piano, and a
collection of rolls made and verified
by the likes of Debussy, Granados,
Zusler, Scriabin. ..

Today Mr. Caswell is a retired
gentleman, deeply engrossed in
making recordings. For the Pierian
label (representing a charitable
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Surely the answer

piano reproduced
by a piano..?

foundation) he is producing a CD

series offering us the chance to hear

all his collection, to hear Ravel played

by Ravel, or Teresa Carreno just 100

years after her performance.

Yet what irony, that after a
hundred years of careful
conscientious preservation
of unsullied analogue record-
rolls, uncorrupted by the
introvention of electronics,
unalloyed by the
intromission of treacherous
transducers and specious
speakers, the faithfully

preserved sound of the piano-and

especially the attack to each note,
something to which digital systems
can only approximate-should have to

be offered us in so unsatisfactory a

medium as the digital disc.

It is bad enough that, as we
noted earlier, pianos all sound
different. Whether Duo-Art or Welte
and Sohne ever attempted to codify
such differences; | cannot say; but
would wager a dollar to a doughnut
that they would have failed had they
tried. So we cannot hope to hear the
elegant lucidity of an Erard, nor the
romantic bloom of Bosendorfer.
Maybe we should just be glad to be
spared the scream and crash of the
omnipresent modern German-
American Steinway, may its noise be
ever abated.

Maybe, just maybe, some bright
spark will some day give us a new
means of synthesising all these
things. Perhaps we should progress
backswards, away from records of
pianos playing music, back through
pianos reproducing themselves
playing music, back to the piano as a
means of giving a vague approxi-
mation to the music. While we are
about it, we might devise a better
way of writing music. Then we can
start all over again. @




patrick
cleashy

3 didn't really intend to write
another column about format
wars issues this month, but
; events conspired to force my
{ | hand again.A couple of things
i happened which were too
interesting to avoid, so here are the
latest words from the front...
Firstly, about press time last
month | had the pleasure of giving
the Dolby Labs surround
Voyager a (listening) spin.
Any direct reflections on
the experience, other than
to say it was very fine
indeed, are to be reserved
for future discussion, but
format-wise | was afforded my
first viewing of a Dual Disc.
The disc in question was
BMG's contribution to the Dual Disc
live market test — Usher’s '8701
album. The disc appeared to be
physically well made, and indeed
claims have been made that
development has resulted in a
supremely flat and rigid disc.
Interested parties have thus far found
that rumours of testing success in
slot loading machines have been well
founded, although many have fought
shy of giving the preciously rare discs
up to jukebox machines for testing.
It appears that concerns over
mechanical compatibility have been
avoided. However there are a couple
of inescapable limitations of the
technology that have not been fully
highlighted. One is the fact that the
layer bonding methods employed
mean that the CD side of a Dual
Disc cannot encompass the full 78

|
|
|

minutes or more capacity of today’s
standard CDs. No great loss in these
days of overlong albums you might
say, and you may well be right.
However the concomitant effect on
the DVD flipside of the disc is more
invidious to the serious audiophile.
Once again we have to be concerned
over issues of digital resolution
fiddling.

Many of the urban albums which

constitute BMG's initial slate of
DVYD-Audio titles must be 24/48
ProTools of origin, but on the
straightforward DVD-Audio release,
Usher's album has been mastered at
24/96 resolution on a dual layer
DVD, as have all its companions.The
fact that the DVD side of the Dual
Disc is forcibly restricted to slightly
below the capacity of a single layer

once again we
have to be

issues of digital resolution
fiddling...

DVD has meant that this version of
the "high resolution” surround mix is
a down-sampled 24/48 version! |
merely ask you to make up your own
mind whether it is a coincidence that
the selection of previously extant
DVD-Audios Warners released as
Dual Discs during the test period
consisted of titles which were 24/48
even, when they were pure DVD-
Audio: namely REM 'Automatic For
The People’, Donald Fagen's 'The
Nightfly' and Linkin Park’s
*Reanimation’?

The cynical view might be that
this is a convenient way of avoiding
discussion of the down-sampling or
extras deletion which squeezing what
was a DVD-9 down to less than a
DVD-5 necessitates, whereas the
charitable interpretation would be
that using the lower resolution titles
merely made the development times
of the Dual Disc versions quicker...
You decide!

Even though the SACD camp do
not have to deal with the vagaries of
extras or resolution juggling, they
have not done themselves any
favours this month by being slightly
unfocussed in their PR messages. In
these days of instant web publication
a release saying that Jamie Cullum’s
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concerned over

‘Twenty Something' is the landmark
two thousandth SACD release only
has to escape the word processor of
a PR before it is announced on the
web. But that title is just ever-so-
slightly parochial, so the message got
re-spun to say that the two
thousandth title was actually the
much more global-market-friendly
Diana Krall SACD 'The Girl In The
Other Room'. Alas, too late!

In fact, SACD is already
beginning to be taken up by
the indies in sufficient
numbers to remove any
influence over the actual title
count from the control of
the Sony/ Philips hegemony.
A quick guess would indicate
that these two Universal
titles, fine and worthy of your consid-
eration as they may be, are probabiy,
say, titles 2057 and 2059 in the
SACD chronological fist. It would be
much more significant if title 2000
was one of the small UK
independent Eclectic Discs’ Nektar
remasters, or even if it was one of
Universal International’s non-English
language releases such as Calogero’s
3

But fundamentally, who cares

what the two thousandth SACD
release was, and more to the point
who cares about the small spat
which recent competing PR claims of
market success for one or the other
format seem to have provoked! The
success of the Dual Disc experiment,
BMG’s launch into DVD-Audio and
the soon-come first fruits of DTS
Master Series collaboration with EM!
will ensure that that the high
resolution PCM format continues the
struggle, much as the hearty
endorsement of SACD by both
corporate giants Universal and
innovative UK independents Mute
means that we have many more
interesting SACDs to look forward
to.The argument is unlikely to be
resolved before 2005 at the earliest.
Vive La Difference! @
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in this heavily revised section, you'l find the great and the good from audio’s glorious past.
Most are seminal designs which have earned their place in hi-fi history, but you'll also see
some oddities which aren't classic as such, but are great used buys. The year of introduction
is given, alongside the original UK launch price. Think we've overlooked something? Then write

in and let us know!

DIGITAL

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO CD11986 [£1500]
Inspired Stan Curtis redesign of Philips

CD 104, complete with switchable digital fil-
ter. Lean but tight and musical performer.

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO

CD4SE 1998 [£200]
A touch soft in the treble and tonally light,
but outstanding in every other respect.

LINN KARIK 1l 1995 [£1775]
The fina! Karik was a gem. Superb transport
gives a brilliantly tight, grippy dynamic sound,
albeit tonally dry.

MARANTZ CD73 1983 [£700]
A riot of gold brushed aluminium and LEDs,
this distinctive machine squeezed every last

ounce from its 14x4 DAC -super musical

DR

MARANTZ SA-| 2000 [£5,000]
The greatest argument for SACD. This sub-
lime Ken Ishiwata design is utterly musically
convincing with both CD and SACD, beating
most audiophile CD spinners hands down.

MERIDIAN 207 1988 [£995]
Beautifully-built two-box with pre-amp stage.
Very musical although not as refined as mod-
ern Bitstream gear. No digital output.

MUSICAL FIDELITY

TRIVISTA 2002 £4000
When playing SACDs, the sweetest, most
lucid and lyrical digital disc spinner we've
heard. Old school stereo, pure DSD design.
CD sound is up in the £1000 class, too!
Future classic.

MERIDIAN MCD 1984 [£600]
The first British ‘audiophile’ machine was a
sweeter, more detailed Philips CD100. 14x4
never sounded so good, until the MCD Pro
arrived a year later.

NAIM CDS 1990 [£ N/A]
Classic Philips 16x4 chipset with serious
attention to power supplies equals grin-
inducing sonics.

SONY CDP-101 1982 [£800]
The first Japanese CD spinner was powerful
and involving. Brilliant transport more than
compensated for 16x2 DAC, and you even
got remote control’

SONY CDP-RI/DAS-RI 1987 [£3,000]
Sony's first two boxer was right first time.
Tonally lean, but probably the most detailed
and architectural sounding machine of the
eighties.

SONY CDP-701ES 1984 [£890]
Sonys first ever bespoke high end audiophile
machine used a 16x2 DAC to provide a clini-
cally incisive sound; supreme build quality
allied to the pure unaduiterated luxury of a
paperbook-sized remote control.

YAMAHA CD-XI 1983 [£340]
Nicely built |6x2 machine with a very sharp
and detailed sound; sometimes toc much so.
Excelent ergonomics, unlike almost every
other rival of the time.

COMPACT DISC

TRANSPORTS

TEACVRDS-TI 1994 [£600]
Warm and expansive sound made this a mid
price hit. Well built, with a slick mech.

ESCTERIC PO
The best CD drive bar none, TEAC's Tokyo
boys pushed the boat out in style. Brilliantly
incisive, ridiculously over engineered.

1997 [£8,000]

KENWOOD 9010 1986 [£600]
The first discrete Jap transport was beautiful-
ly done and responds well to re-clocking
even today.
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DACs

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO

DACMAGIC 1995 [£99]
Good value upgrade for budget CD players
with extensive facilities and detailed sonics.

DCS ELGAR 1997 [£8500]
Extremely open and natural performer, albeit
extremely pricey - superb.

DPA LITTLE BIT 3 1996 [£299]
Rich, clean, rhythmic and punchy sound trans-
forms budget CD players.

PINK TRIANGLE

DACAPO 1993 [£ N/A]
Exquisite; the warmest and most lyrical |6bit
digital audio we have ever heard. Clever plug-
in digital filter modules really worked!

QED DIGIT 1991 [£90]
Budget bitstream performer with tweaks
aplenty. Positron PSU upgrade makes it
smooth, but now past it.

TURNTABLES

ARISTON RD! IS 1972 [£94]
Modern evo-ution of Thorens' original belt
drive paradigm, Scotland’s original super-deck
was warm and musical, albeit soft. Still capa-
ble of fine results today.
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PIONEER PL12D [1973] £36
The beginning of the end for the British
turntable industry. When vinyl was the lead-
ing source, this bought new standards of
noise performance and stability to the class,
plus a low friction S-shaped tonearm. Later
PLI 12D was off the pace compared to rivals

DUAL CSS05 1982 [£75]
Simple high quality engineering and a
respectable low mass tonearm made for a
brilliant budget buy. Polished, smooth and
slightly bland sound.

GOLDRING LENCO

88/89 1963[£15.65]
Simple, well engineered middleweight with
soft, sweet sound and reasonable tonearms.
Good spares and servicing support even
today from specialists.

LINN AXIS 1987 [£253]
Simplified cut-price version of the Sondek
complete with LVX arm. Elegant and decently
performing mid-price package. Later version
with Akito tonearm better.

LINN SONDEK LPI12 1973 [£86]
For many, the Brit superdeck; constant mods
meant that early ones sound warmer and
more lyrical than modern versions.
Beguilingly musical but now off the pace.

TECHNICS SP10 1973 [£400]
Seminal Japanese engineering. Sonics depend
on plinths, but a well mounted SP 10/l will
give any modern a hard time, especially in
respect of bass power and midband accuracy.

MARANTZTTI1000 1978 [£ NI/A]
Beautiful seventies high end belt drive with
sweet and clean sound. Rare in Europe, but
big in Japan.

MICHELL GYRODEC 1981 [£599]
Thanks to its stunning visuals, this bold
design wasn't accorded the respect it
deserved until recently. Early examples sound
cold and mechanical, but now right on the
pace. Clean, solid and architectural sound.

REGA PLANAR 3 1978  [£79]
Brilliantly simple but clean and musical per-
former, complete with Acos-derived S-shape
tonearm. 1983 saw the arrival of the RB300,
which added detail at the expense of
warmth. Superb budget buy.

GARRARD 301/401 1953 [£19]
Heavy metal - tremendously strong and artic-
ulate with only a veiled treble to let it down.
In many respects, better than the seventies
‘superdecks’ that succeeded it.

ROKSAN XERXES 1984 [£550]
Supposedly the first to ‘better’ the LPI2.
Super tight and clean sound, with excellent
transients. Less musical than the Sondek, but
more neutral. Sagging plinth top-plates make
them a dubious used buy.

THORENS TDI124 1959 [£ N/A]
The template for virtually every 1970s
‘superdeck’, this iconic design was the only
real competition for Garrard’s 301. It was
sweeter and more lyrical, yet lighter and less
impactful in the bass.

TOWNSHEND ROCK
The product of academic research by the
Cranfield Institute, this novel machine has an
extremely clean and fluid sound. Substantially
modified through the years, and capable of
superb results even today.

1979 [£ N/A]

TRIO LO-7D 1978 [£600]
The best ‘all-in-one’ turntable package ever
made, Trio/Kenwood threw their ‘engineering
best practice’ book at this one with startling
results. Clean, powerful and three-dimension-
al sound, ultimately limited by the tonearm.

TONEARMS

ACOS LUSTRE GST-1 1975  [£46]
The archetypal S-shaped seventies arm; good,
propuisive and involving sound in its day, but

ragged and undynamic now.

AUDIO TECHNICA

AT 1120 1978  [£75]
Fine finish can't compensate for this ultra
low mass arm's limited sonics - a good
starter arm if you've only got a few quid to
spend.

ALPHASON HRI100S 1981 [£150]
First class arm, practically up to present-day
standards. Buy carefully, though, as there is no
service available now. Totally under priced
when new, exceptional.
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SME 3009 1959 [£18]
Once state of the art, but long since bet-
tered. Musical enough, but weak at frequency
extremes and veited in the midband.
Legendary serviceability has made it a cult,
used prices unjustifiably high.

GRACE G707 1974 [£58]
This early Japanese example of the tonearm
art has a smooth, lyrical sound. Imported by
Linn, fitted to early LP|2s. Sonically way off
the pace now, though.

REGA RB300 1983  [£88]
Inspired budget esoterica. Detailed, tight, neu-
tral sound but tonally grey sounding in
absolute terms. Responds well to tweaking,
and its cheaper RB250 brother better still.

SME SERIES Il 1979 [£113]
Clever variable mass design complete with
Titanium Nitride tube tried to be all things
to all men, and failed. Charming nonetheless,
with a warm and inoffensive sound.

HADCOCK GH228 1976 [£46]
Evergreen unipivot with lovely sweet, fluid
sound. Excellent service backup.

LINN ITTOK LVII 1978 [£253]
Arguably the first 'superarm’; Japanese design
to Linn specs made for a muscular, rhythmic
sound with real dynamics. Now off the pace,
but the finat LVIil version worth seeking out.

NAIM ARO 1986 [£875]
Truly endearing and charismatic performer -
wonderfully engaging mid-band makes up for
softened frequency extremes.

TECHNICS EPA-501 1979 [£ NIA]
Popular partner for late seventies Technics
motor units. Nice build and Titanium Nitride
tube can't compensate for middling sound.

INTEGRATED
AMPLIFIERS/COMBOS
DELTEC 1987 [£1900]

Fast, dry and with excellent transients, this
first DPA integrated is the real deal for eight-
ies obsessives. Ridiculously punchy 80W per
channel from a tiny, half-size box. Radical,
cool and more than a little strange.



ROGERS A7S 1978 [£220]
The prototypical Audiolab 8000a — lots of
sensible facilities, a goodly power output and
nice sound in one box.The later A751l and
A100 versions offered improved sonics and
were seriously sweet and open to listen to.

EXPOSURE VII/VIlIl 1985  [£625]
Seminal mid-eighties Exposure pre-power,
offering most of what rival Naim amps did
with just that little bit extra smoothness and
sweetness. Still, it's by no means 'sweet’ by
today's standards, being lean, punchy, musical.
It’s also possessed of that quintessentially
eighties look ~ frumpy black steel boxes with
rough silk screened logos!

SUGDEN Cs1/P5I 1976 [£130]
Soft sounding early Sugden combo with a
plethora of facilities and filters, complete with
seventies-tastic DIN socketry. A sweet and
endearing performer as you'd expect, but
lacking in power and poor load driving ability,
so partner carefully.

VTL MINIMAL/SOW

MONOBLOCK 1985 [£1,300]
Vacuum Tube Logic was one of the Europe’s
biggest tube names in the eighties, and it
shows. Rugged, professional build and finish
allied to a lively and punchy sound (albeit
with limited power) make them an excellent
used buy.

A&R A60 1977 [£115]

Sweet and musical feature-packed integrated;
the Audiolab 8000A used its blueprint to
great effect.

CREEK CAS4040 1983 [£150]
More musical than any budget amp before it;
CAS4140 loses tone controls, gains grip.

AUDIOLAB 8000A 1985 [£495]

Smooth integrated with clean MM/MC phono
stage and huge feature count. Extremely reli-

able, too. Post '93 versions a top used buy.

MCINTOSH MA6800 1995 [£3735]
Effortlessly sweet, strong and powerful with
seminal styling to match.

SUGDEN A2i 1969 [£ N/A]
Class A transistor integrated with an emi-
nently likeable smoothness and musicality.
Limited inputs via DIN sockets.

MISSION CYRUS 2 1984  [£299]
Classic eighties minimalism combines arrest-
ing styling with clean, open, lively sound.

Further upgradeable with PSX power supply.

MUSICAL FIDELITY Al 1985 [£350]
Beguiling Class A integrated with exquisite
styling. Questionable reliability.

NAIM NAIT
Superb rhythms and dynamics make it truly
musical, but tonally monochromatic. Fine
phono stage, very low power.

1984 [£350]

NAD 3020 1979 [£69]
Brilliantly smooth, sweet and punchy at the
price and even has a better phono stage than
you'd expect. The archetypal budget super-amp.

MYST TMA3 1983 [£300]
Madcap eighties minimalism, but a strong and
tight perfermer all the same.

ROGERS CADET I 1965 [£34]
Sweet sounding valve integrated, uses ECL86
output valves, even has a half useable phono
stage, sweet, warm a good introduction to
valves

ROTEL RA-8208X
Lively and clean budget integrated that
arguably started the move to minimalism.

1983 [£139]

PREAMPLIFIERS

AUDIOLAB 8000C 1991 [£499]
Tomally grey but fine phono input and great
faciiities make it an excellent general purpose
tool.

AUDIO RESEARCH SP-81982[£1,400]
Beautifully designed and built high end tube
preamplifier with deliciously sweet and
smeoth sound. Not the last word in incision
or grip, but that didn’t matter to those who
aspred © it
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CONRAD JOHNSON

MOTIV MC-8 1986 [£2,500]
Minimalist FET-based preamplifier from the
Yank valve specialists is brilliantly neutral and
smooth with a spry, light balance in the
mould of Sugden high end stuff. Something of
a curio, but worthwhile nonetheless.

CROFT MICRO 1986 [£150]
Budget valve pre-amp with exceptionally
transparent performance.

LEAK POINT ONE STEREO

1958 [£ N/A]
Good for their time, but way off the pace
these days. Use of EF86 pentode valve for
high gain rules out ultra performance. Not
the highest-fi!

LINN LK-1| 1986 [£499]
A brave attempt by the Glasgow boys to
bring remote controlled user-friendliness to
hair-shirt audiophile hi-fi. Didn't quite work,
but not half bad for under £100.

NAIM NAC32.5 1978 [£ N/A]
The Salisbury company came of age with this,
their classic high end pre. Brilliantly fast and
incisive sound that's a joy with viny! but a tad
forward for digital.

LECSON AC-I 1973 [£ N/A]

Amazing styling courtesy of Allan Boothroyd
can't disguise its rather cloudy sound, but a
design classic nonetheless.

QUAD 22 1958 [£25]
The partner to the much vaunted Quad Il
monocblocs - cloudy and vague sound means
it's for anacrophiles only.

QUAD 33 1968 [£43]
Better than the 22, but Quad's first tranny
pre isn't outstanding. Responds well to
tweaking/ rebuilding though...

POWER AMPLIFIERS

LEAK STEREO 20 1958  [£31]
Excellent workaday classic valve amplifier
with decent power and drive. Surprisingly
modern sounding if rebuilt sympathetically.
Irrepressibly musical and fluid.

LECSON API 1973 [£ N/A]
Madcap cylindrical styling alluded to its
‘tower of power’ pretensions, but it wasn't.
Poor build, but decently clean sounding when
working.

MARANTZ MODEL ¢ 1997 [£8000]
Authentic reproduction monoblocs still more
than cut the sonic mustard.Highly expensive
and highly sought after.
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MICHELL ALECTO 1997 [£1989]
Crisp, clean and beautifully controlled with
gorgeous styling. Partnered with the £1650
Orca this sounds delicious!

LEAK POINT ONE,TLIO,

TLI2A 1949  [£28]
Early classics that are getting expensive.
Overhauling is de rigeur before use, using
original parts if possible. Surprisingly crisp
and musical sound, that’s far more modern
than Quad lls. Deeply impressive when in
fine fettle.

MUSICAL FIDELITY

XA200 1996 [£1000PR]
200W of sweet smooth transistor stomp in a
grooved tube! Under-rated oddity.

RADFORD STA25 RENAISSANCE

1986 [£977]
At the time, very possibly the least cool
amplifier on the planet — and we're not talk-
ing heat dissipation here. This reworking of
Radford’s original late sixties design was pos-
sessed of a wonderfully rich, old school valve
sound with enough power (25W) and lots of
subtlety.

QUAD II 1952 [£22]
The all-time classic valve amplifier, with a
deticiously fluid and lyrical voice. In other
respects though, it sounds hopelessly dated.
Low power and hard to partner properly.

QUAD 405 1978 [£115]
The first of the current dumpers is a capable

design with smooth, effortless power and a
decently musical sound. 606 and 707 contin-
ue the theme with greater detail and incision.

QUAD 303 1968  [£55]
Bullet proof build, but woolly sound. Off the
pace, but endearing nonetheless. Some pipe

smoking slipper wearers swear by them!

KRELL KMAI100 Il [1987] £5,750
Ludicrous monoblock version of the giant
KSA-100 is one of the seminal eighties tran-
sistor power amplifiers. Massive wallop allied
to a very clean and open Class A sound
makes this one of the best amplifiers of its
type, ever.

PIONEER M-73 1988 [£1,200]

Monster stomp from this seminal Japanese
power amplifier, complete with switchable
Class A and Class B operation. Clean, open
and assured sounding, albeit a tad behind the
pace on high speed dance music. Rosewood
side cheeks and black brushed aluminium
completes the eighties-tastic experience.

PHONO STAGES

CREEK OBH-8 SE 1996 [£180]
Punchy, rhythmic character with oodles of
detail makes this a great budget audiophile
classic. Partner with a Goldring G 1042 for an
unbeatable budget combination.

LINN LINNK 1984 [£149]
Naim-designed MC phono stage built to

partner the original Naim NAIT - yes, realty!
Fine sound, although off the pace these days.

MICHELL ISO 1988 [£ N/A]
This Tom Evans-designed black box started
the trend for high performance offboard
phono stages. Charismatic, musical and
punchy - if lacking in finesse.

TUNERS

MARANTZ ST-8 1978  [£353]
Marantz's finest radio moment. Warm, organ-
ic sound plus an oscilloscope for checking
the signal strength and multipath.

CREEK CAS3140 1985  [£199]
Excellent detail, separation and dynamics -
brilliantly musical at the price.T40 continued
the theme...

NAD 4040 1979  [£79])
Tremendously smooth and natural sound
allied to low prices and good availability
make this budget analogue esoterica. Needs a
good antenna to work properly, however.

NAIM NAT03 1993 [£595]
The warm, atmospheric sound is further
proof of Naims proficiency with tuners.

www.hi-fiworitmomk

PIONEER TX-9500 1976 [£295]
Another of the serious classic solid-staters.
Boasts the usual high end Jap package of fine
sound, brilliant sensitivity and superb build.

LEAK TROUGHLINE 1956 [£25]
Series | an interesting ornament but limited
to 88-100MHz only. Il and lil are arguably the
best-sounding tuners ever.Adaptation for
stereo easy via phono multiplex socket. Fed
by a modern outboard decoder they're deli-
ciously lucid with true dimensionality.

YAMAHA CT7000 1977 [£444]
Reputedly the best of the classic Jap ana-
logues, this combines sleek ergonomics, high
sensitivity and an explicit, detailed sound.

QUAD FM4 1983 [£240]
Supreme ergonomics and styling allied to a
pleasingly lyrical sound with plenty of sweet-
ness and detail made this one of the best
tuners around upon its launch.

REVOX B760 1975 [£520]
More of a semi-pro machine than a domestic
bit of kit, the Revox offers superiative mea-
sured performance although the sound isn't
quite as staggering as the numbers. Fine
nonetheless, and surely the most durable
tuner here?

NAD 4140 1995 [£499]
Brilliant affordable digital tuner has a smooth,
detailed musical sound plus sensible real-
world facilities.

ROGERST75 1977 [£125]
Superb mid-price British audiophile design,
complete with understated biack fascia. Fine
sound in the true Rogers mould — smooth
and sweet with fine dimensionality.

SANSUITU-9900 1976 [£300]
A flagship Japanese tuner designed to steal
sales from the likes of Accuphase and Revox,
it boasts superlative RF performance and an
extremely smooth and lucid sound, along
with very fine build and finish.

SONY ST-5950 1977 [£222]

One of the first Dolby FM-equipped tuners,a
format that came to nought. Still, it was
Sony’s most expensive tuner to date, and
boasted a very good sound quality allied to
brilliant ergonomics.

TECHNICS ST-8080 1976 [£180]
National Panasonic's specialist hi-fi brand was
a big hitter back then, and this is no excep-
tion. Superb FM stage makes for a very clean
and smooth listen with lots of detail and
depth.



ANALOGUE RECORDERS
YAMAHA TC-800GL 1977 [£179])
Early classic with ski-slope styling courtesy of
Mario Bellini. Middling sonics by modern
standards, but cool nonetheless!

AIWA XD-009 1989  [£600]
Aiwa's Nak beater didn't, but it wasn't half
bad nonetheless. Massive spec even included
a |6x4 DAC!

NAKAMICHI CR-7E 1987 [£800]
The very best sounding Nakamichi ever - but
lacks the visual drama of a Dragon.

PIONEER CTF-950 1978 [£400]
Not up to modern standards sonically, but a
great symbol of the cassette deck art
nonetheless.

REVOX A77 1968 [£145]
The first domestic open reel that the pros
used at home. Superbly made, but sonically
off the pace these days. B77 better, but
couldn’t match the Japanese.

o,
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SONY WM-D6C 1985 [£190]
Single capstan transport on a par with a
Swiss watch, single rec/replay head better
than most Naks. Result: sublime.

DIGITAL RECORDERS

SONY MDS-JES55ES 2000 [£900]
The best sounding MD deck ever, thanks to
awesome build and heroic ATRAC-DSP Type
R coding.

PIONEER PDR-555RW 1999 [£480]
For a moment, this was the CD recorder to
have. Clean and detailed.

MARANTZ DR-17 1999 [£1100]
Probably the best sounding CD recorder
made: built like a brick outhouse with a true
audiophile sound and HDCD compatibility.

KENWOOD DM-9090 1997 [£500]
Serious and sophisticated sound thanks o
well implemented ATRAC 4.5; surprisingly
musical MD recorder.

SONY TCD-8 DATMAN 1996 [£399]
Super clean sound makes this an amazing
portable, but fragile.

LOUDSPEAKERS

ACOUSTIC RESEARCH

ARI8S 1978 [£125]
Yank designed, British built loudspeaker
became a budget staple for many rock fans,
thanks to the great speed from the paper
drivers, although finesse was most definitely
not their forte...

BBC LS3/5A 1972 [£88]
Extremely low colouration design is amazing
in some respects — articulation, stage depth,
clarity — and useless in others (both frequen-
cy extremes). Came in wide variety of guises
from various manufacturers building it under
licence. Partner with Rogers ABI subwaofers
for an extra two octaves of bass!

wvw:hi-fiworld.co.uk

LOWTHER PM6A 1957 [£18

EACH]
This seminal full-range driver is still manufac-
turec. High sensitivity, as fitted to many clas-
sic horn designs.

TANNOY

WESTMINSTER 1985 [£4500]

Folded horn monsters which certainly sound
good if you have the space. Net the last
word in tautness but can drive large rooms
and image like few others.

JR 149 1977 [£120]
Infamous cylindrical speaker that was ignored
for cecades but now badk in fashion! Based
on ciassic KEF T27 / BI 10 combo as seen in
the BBC LS3/Sa. Doesn't play loud. needs a
powerful transistor amplifier, but rewards
with fine clarity in imaging,

SPENDOR BCI 1976 [£240]
Celestion HF 1300 tweeter meets bespoke
Spendor Bextrene mid-bass unit — and the
resut is a beautifully warm yet well focussed
sound. A little bass bloom necessitates careful
low-stand mounting, but these prove that the
seventies did have some fine designs after all!

QUAD ESLS7 1956 [£45
EACH]

Wonderfully open and neutral sound puts
box loudspeakers to shame. Properly ser-
viced they give superb midband performance,
although frequency extremes less impressive.
Idea'ly, use in stacked pairs or with sub-
woofers and supertweeters.

KEF R105 1977  [£785]
Three way Bextrene-based floorstander
(complete with castors!} gave a truly wide-
band listen and massive {SOOW) power han-
dling. A very neutral, spacious and polite
sounding design, but rhythmially well off the
pace. The quintessential nineteen seventies
loudspeaker.

IMF TLS80 1976 [£550]
Warm and powerful nineteen seventies behe-
moth with transmission joading and a mix-
ture of KEF and Celestion drive units.
Impsessively physical wideband sound but
rhythms aren't its forte.
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Choice
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The Choice HiFi Exchange
- The fastest way to find or
sell your equipment,

Mail us your requirements and
you will be added to our huge
and ever growing data base
where a daily search seeks to
match the wants and sale items.
Get regular mailings of latest
hot deals and new in items.
Because we act as middle men
you buy with confidence and the
the Choice HiFi guarantee.

yourchoice

*Acoustic Energy
*Advantage
*Analysis Plus
*ATC

*Audia Flight
*Audible ITlusions
*«Audio Note

*Audio Physic
*B.A.T

-Bel Canto
*Boulder
Bryston
C.A.T.

-EFgIaston Works
sElectrograph Delphi
-Genelec
*Graham
*Gryphon
*Imerge
*In Focus
] M Lab
*KEF
*Krell
*Lexicon
“Linn
*Loewe
*Lutron

sLyra

*Mark Levinson
*Michell Ené.
*Musical Fidelity
*Naim

*NEC

*Nordost
*Oracle
-Ortofon
*P.M.C.

*Plinius
*Primare
*Project
*Quadraspire
*REL

*Rockport
*Roksan
*Rotel
*Ruark
-Seleco
*SME
*Soundations
+Straight Wire
*Sugden
»Tara Labs
- +Teac

-1'_The‘r?%g Scﬁ?g',
*Tom Evans
-Toeemo? f "

b 7
Trilogy

"HiFi Exchange- Mail us your requirements Now"
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HOME
CINEM

items

ClaraVox Magnifica (Final Offer)
McCormak Line Drive

Audio Refinement Pre 5 "new”
Quad 33/ 303

Rogers LS55 “newr”

Rl chismonth

POWER AMPLIFIERS
Krelt Showcase 5

Tesserac TAM 60 Monoblocks
MF NuVista 300 Power AmE
Muse Model 300 Monoblocks

PRE AMPLIFIERS
Tesserac Tala Pre

LOUDSPEAKERS

M Lab Nova Utopia

M Lab Diva Utopia BE Signature Finish
M Lab Micro BE UtoEia Stand

M Lab Alto Utopia B

CcD PLAYERSS& DACS/DVD PLAYERS

Mark Levinson 390
Acuphase DP67
Audia Flight CD |

Our
Price

£4,500.00
£3,795.00
ASK

TURNTABLES, ANALOGUE, VARIOUS
Nottingham Analogue "The Analogue” 12""arm and deck

Oxford Crystal Reference/ Air Tangent

AV COMPONENTS
Primare A30.3

Primare A30.5

Parasound C2 (Halo
Parasound CI (Halo

NAD

Marantz

PLASMA PROJECTORS
In Focus 570

In Focus 7200

SIM 2 Domino 20

Rt 2 s

MFTrivista_300 Int

Plinius SA 250 mk IV

Unison Research SMART 845 Monoblocks
ARTVT60

Orelle SA100 evo
Krell FPB 250m Monoblocks
Gamut D200 mk Hl "Hi Fi Choice Product of the Year”
Melos 402 Gold Tiode Plus Monoblocks 400wpc
Krell FPB 600,
Bryston 4BSST
Conrad Johnson Premier 140 SA
Krell KSA 80B
Krell KSA 250
Mark Levinson 383 Integrated
Naim Nait 3
CarESOS C Monoblocks "new"
Bel Canto Evo 4
Cary SLA 70 mk H Silver
Conrad Johnson MF2500
YBA Passion Monoblocks
Audia Fiight 100
Audia Flight One Integrated
Linn Klimax 500 Solo (4]
Musical Fidelity NuVista 300
Boulder 500 AE
ES Lab DX-$4
s e —
oksan ian Integrat
Roksan Caspian P;evgra
Krell FPB 7
ES. Lab DX-
Plinius 8200P
Plinius SA {102 "new”
Bryston 4 BSST
adis Defy 7 mk I
inn Bass Active Card
Krell MDA 300
Linn Klassik CD/Amp sitver
Boulder {060 Power “new
Primare 30.1 mk Il Integrated
YBA Passion Stereo “n-w’
Plinius 250 mk IV "new”

B components

AY COMPONENTS
Parasound A52 - 5 Channel
Lexicon MCI

Lexicon MC8/ MC8B

Lexicon RT 10 DVD Player
SIM 2 HT 300
Primare P30 Processor

Linn Klassik DVD
Lexicon MC12 / MCI2B

PLASMAS/LCD/PROJECTORS
From NEC/ Panasonic/Pioneer/Sharp from
Electrograph Delphi/Seleco/Sony/Sanyo
Panasonic TH-42 PWDé  “new’

B plifiers

Audio Research LS25 mk II
Unison Research Mystery One Pre
Audio Research LS

Mark Levinson 380 S

Krell KRC HR

Audio Research LS2

Boulder LSAE Pre Amp

Klein 7LX 3.58

Audio Research LS3

£3,995.00

£4000.00
£4,400.00

A

Original
Retail Price
£14.500.00
£995.00
£895.00

£430.00
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MULTIROOM
INSTALL

B U

Cary SLP98L Remote Pre x-dem
Conrad Johnson PV 4L

Audia Flight Pre

Musical Fidelity NuVista

YBA 2a Line

Tom Evans The Vibe Pre

Chord DSC 1600E (dac/, reb

Boulder 1012 (pre amg/ 4.96 dac/ Phono)

YBA Passion Pre (inc Phono)

Boulder 2010 Pre

Pliniys 6L “new”

C.AT. ultimate reference Pre Amp In¢/Phono “new”

S HIRNE

Wi Be Act 2 (1 upgrade)

REL St
ART Audio Stilleto
Sonus Faber Electa Amator il (no stds)
Reve! Studio
Revel Salon
Linn Kielihds (+ Active Cards)
Talon Chorus X mk IIJUpgrade)
Wilson ACT 2 (Y e
Epk sys)

esc

ra

o S & ]
™M Lab Micro Utopia Bl
M Lab Mezzo Utopia
Audio Physic Avanti
Wilson Audio _?_ystem 5.1
Avante Garde Trio
&M Lab Nova Utopia

evel Ultima Studio
ATC SCM |0 Passive Black
Wiison Witt mk |

M Lab Utopia

eference 3A
Audio Physic Spark
Talon Kite Centre & Bracket
Aerial Acoustic SW12 Sub Woofer, Maple/remote
Mirage M3 si
Linn Kabers (Active)
Rel Q200 E
Rel Q 150 E
Audio Physic Luna Sub (wood)
Audio Physic Yara
Vienna Acoustics Mahler
Vienna Acoustics Mozart
Vienna Acoustics 5.1
Cabasse io 5.1
Blue Room Minipod &White
Blue Room Minipod * Sub (Blue)
Blue Room Minipod Sub
Genelec 205 Active Monitors
Audio Physic Virgo Il "new”
Audio Physic Tempo Hl "new"

S5 e =
00

PS Audio Lambda Transp/ dac
Wadia 860 x
Theta Data Pro Prime It
Gamut CDIR mk Il
Mark Levinson 3| Tran
Audio Synthesis DAX
Audio Synthesis DAX
Acoustic Arts Drive |
EAD DSP9000 Pro Series NI
Micromrsga Classic Solo
Wadia No 27 Dac
Mark Levinson 31.5 Transport
Chord SPM_1600E Dac/ Pre
Theta Pro Gen:

r‘ive 1/Dac | mk il

sport
d)ecade (Bal)

Acoustic Arts
Linn Sondec CD1{2
Linn UNIDISK 1.1
Linn CDI

Linn Numerik

Roksan Caspian CD
Trichord PD-S 503
YBA CDI Delta [STwin
Audio %nthesis AX
YBA CD 3 Delta
Audiomeca Damnation CD Transport
Primare V20 DVD/CD

Audio Aero 32/192 Capitole CD (Ver. 4)
Primare V25 CD/DVD

Boulder 2020 dac

Theta Data il Transport AT + link

YBA CD Integre “new”

su)
ecade

Iol>

Y/SELL

£1,295.00 £2.794.00
£1,650.00 £2.250.00
£0n Dem £4,500.0
£995.00  £1.200.00
£1,29500 £1:995.00
ASK £2.700.00
£3,250.00 £6.500.00
£00 Dem  £13,000.0¢
£3.99500 £5595.00
£POA £30,000.00
£On Dem  £3,200.00
ASK £7.350.00
£4,995.00  £9,000.00
£1.795.00 £2:500.00
£69500  £900.00
£1,69500 £ -
Coming Soon
Comin6 Soon
£395.0 £1.000.00
£7,49500 £14,000.00
£4:99500 £9.000.00
£695.00  £859.00
ASK £4,400.00
£3,000.00 £7.899.00
£4,99500 £7.800.00
£6,995.00 £19,000.00
£9.995.00 £17,000.00
ASK £21,500.00
£7495.00  £13.000.00
£495.00  £1,100.00
£3,750.00  £9,000.00
£9.995.00 £18,000.00
£1,750.00 £2,250.00
£1,150.00 £1.795.00
£795.00  £1.750.00
£2995.00 £5.200.00
£459500 £4,100.00
£99500  £2:500.00
£0n Dem  £650.00
n Dem £500.00

£On Dem £1,799.00
£0On Dem £999.00
ASK £6,000.00
ASK £1,700.00
ASK £3:500.00
ASK £2:170.00
£22500  £298.99
£62500  £749.00
£41500  £468199
£0n Dem £750.00

SK £4,000.00

BRI < 211/ que

Fanfare FT| Tuner

Tara Labs tOm Bal The 2 Interconnect
Tara Labs Monoblock FGS

Tara Labs The 2 Speaker Cable 4ft

Roksan Xerxes I@/DSI.S/ Artemiz/ Jubilee
Ortofon jubilee

Roksan Caspian Phono se

SME 20/2A

Roksan TMS2/ Artemiz

Michell Orbe/ VC/ RB300

Project RPM 6 "new”

ProL?_ct RPM9/ arm
VPITNT mk IV/ Rock
Clearauudio Accurate PumRJ etc. "new
Roksan Radius 5 (Acrylic)/ Nima arm “new"
Lorricraft record cleaning machine

Earmax Pro

SME 30/2 A "new”

Moth Record Cleaning m/c

Project RPM4/ Ortofon 510 "new”
QOrtofon Rohmann

Ortofon Kontrapunkt a/b “new”

Michell Gyro SE/ RB300 "new”
Audio Synthesis Phono Eq mm/mc
SME Series V Arm “new"

Pink Trian%l’e PT Ext psu

Plinius 14 Phono_"new"

Nackamichi DR 3

Tom Evans - The Groove "new”

Clear Audio Reference Mc phono stage X-demo
Clear Audio Symphono phono stage

* Reduced this month

ort 6000/ Fiywheel/ VPl Stand/

-demo MM/MC

£895.00  £1,200.00
£1,69500 £5.000.0
£3,99500 £7.500.00
£1.19500 £ -
ASK £2,950.0
£4,000.00  £9.900.00
£1.79500 £4.000.00
£1:395.00 £2:200.00
£1:99500 £2:890.00
£2:79500 £8.000.00
£995.00 £2.500.00
£3.750.00 £9.000.00
£3935.00 £9.600.00
£2,750.00 £6.500.0
£495.00 £1.295.00
£0n Dem  £6,500.00
£7,995.00 £12,000.0¢
£0n Dem  £6,500.0
£On Dem  £12,000.0¢
£595.00  £1,500.0
£0n Dem  £995.00
£29500  £500.00
£3995.00 £5,500.00
£1:695.00 £3.250.00
£0n Dem £2200.00
£750.00  £1.600.00
£750.00  £1:000.00
£On Dem £4:500.00
£On Dem  £1.000,00
£POA.  £24,000.00
£1,995.00 £4,000.00
£0n Dem £1,195.00
£59500  £1,500.00
£2,000.00 £5.000.00
£50000  £1.000.00
£1.300.00  £3.000.00
ASK £4.500.00
ASK £1:500.00
£On Dem  £950.00
£On Dem £5.273.53
£On Dem £8,500.00
SK £2350.00
£On Dem  £500.00
£On Dem  £1,000.00
€8,500.00  £16,000.00
£0n Dem  £850.00
£0n Dem  £1,100.00
£0n Dem  £425.00
£10.495.00 £12,289.00
£39500 £_-
£24500  £325.00
£On Dem £1,050.00
£On Dem  £500.00/
£750.00
ASK £1,100.00
£49500 £ -
£1.350.00 £1,650.00
£49500 £ -
£On Dem  £2,750.00
£195.00  £400.00
ASK £1,795.00
£1,695.00  £2.065.00
£640.00  £740.00

101020 8392 1959& 020 8392 1963

fax:020 8392 1994

Open from l0am to épm Mon-Sat and other times by appointment,
Buyyrsellyexchange quality hi-fi equipment,

Yy £

"Minfo@choice-hifi.com

P aTor—credtt cards. Finance available subject to status



MAGNEPLANAR SMGAI98X [£800]
Technological loudspeaker with genuinely
musical abilities; fast, smooth, open, dry.

CELESTION SL6 1984 [£350]
Smallish two way design complete with alu-
minium dome tweeter and plastic mid-bass
unit set the blueprint for nineteen eighties
loudspeakers.Very open and clean sounding,
albeit course at high frequencies and limp in
the bass. Speakers would never be the same
again...

MISSION 770 1980 [£375]
Back in ts day, it was an innovative product
and one of the first of the polypropylene
designs. warm, smooth, clean and powerful
sound,

LEAK SANDWICH 1961
EACH]

Warm sounding infinite baffle that, with a
reasonably powerful amplifier can sound

quite satisfying.

[£39

Q

MISSION 752 1995 [£495]
Cracking Henry Azima-designed floor-
standess combined HDA drive units and
metal dome tweeters with surprisingly warm
results. Benign load characteristics makes
them great for valves.

HEYBROOK HBI 1982 [£130]
Peter Comeau-designed standmounters with
an amazingly lyrical yet decently refined
sound. Good enough to partner with very
high end ancillaries, yet great with budget kit
wo.A classic.

QUAD ESL63 1980 [£1200]
An update of the ESLS57, with stiffer cabinets.
Until the 989, the best of the Quad electro-
statics.

YAMAHA NSI080 1977 [£532]
High tech Beryllium midband and tweeter
domes and brutish 12" woofers in massive
sealed mirror image cabs equals stunning
transients, speed and wallop allied to superb
transparency and uitra low distortion
Partner carefully!

MISSION X-SPACE 1999 [£499]
The first mass production sub and sat system
using NXT panels is a sure-fire future classic
- not flawless, bat a tanaalisingly unboxy
sound nevertheless!

Caming Soon
The Mew DVD 5 from
Naim Audio will be here
in June. It offers quality
pictue with DVI output
and is designed with
speciaf emphasis on the
CD replay. For more up to
date information please
call Patrick on either of
the above numbers.

going to hear, regardless of your budget!”

AVI S21 MI LAB SERIES INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER
200w/channel with huge curvent delivery the S2° will
drive any speaker effotlessly - come & listen

“This is one of the finest sounding amplifiers you are

A good music system is not
only essential to get the best
from your CD collection, it
also adds a new dimension
to todays visual experience.
A good system not only puts
I soul into what you listen &
watch. It holds its value, year
after year. Your ears will tell
you all you want to know -
book an audition and let us
give you a test drive.

WWW
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specialist hi-fi dealers

LONDON HERTFORDSHIRE YORKSHIRE

THE INNOVATIVE HIFI,
HOME CINEMA AND MULTI ROOM
RETAILER/INSTALLER

SERVING LONDON
FROM BATTERSEA

ORANGES & LEMONS

Friendly and efficient service
0% finance
JUICY FRUIT FROM LONDON'S FRESHEST RETAILER

ARCAM B&W CABLE TALK CASTLE CHORD
CREEK DENON EPOS LINN MARANTZ
NAIM NAD NEAT PMC QED REGA ROKSAN
ROTEL RUARK STANDS UNIQUE SOUNDSTYLE
YAMAHA XANTECH and many

020-7924 2040
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SW11
website:oandlhifi.co.uk é?“?ﬁ

others

NAIM
SPECIALIST

tom tom audio

Living Voice Loudspeakers
Tom Evans Audio Design
Resalution Audio
Neat Acaustics
Barder Patral
DNM /Resan
Avudia Physic
LFD Avdia

the sound prac tice.

www.thesoundpractice.com
surgery@thesoundpractice.com
St Albans (01727) 893 928

SERVICES &

CONSULTANTS

Front £nd Problem?

The Carcz;;cdge Man

It doesn’t have to cost an arm and a
leg to get the best - listen to my
Koestsu - and Decca -eater.

Also agents for Croft, Hadcock,

Shadwell Hi-Fi Studios
The Best Analogue Dealer in Yorkshire

Why come to us? We are music lovers NOT

Salesmen. We stock a carefully selected range

and offer a comprehensive Turntable Service
unequalled locally

Affordable Analogue Audio

Michell @ ProJect ® Roksan ® NAD ® PSB @
and other award winning brands.

Turntable Services:
Arm Rewiring @ Servicing @ Refurbishment

Have a coffee, relax & listen in home surroundings
www.shadwellhifi.co.uk
Phone: Leeds 01132 371 019

"AINM - the Irish for NAIM"

Avuthorised NAIM Audio distributor & retoiler bosed In
Swords, Co Dublin

Bringing NAIM direct fo you - Music as R is meant to be heard
free advice in a reloxed & friendly otmosphere
2 Demonsirafion rooms ing high end hifi ¥ the award
winning CDS3 and the: new 5i sefies recomme as 'bestin
category” by Hi-F+ and as "group test winnet” by What Hi-R.

@ Trade-ins welcome ®Home demonstrations
® 0% finance availoble ® Credit cards welcome

Information and price list availoble an www.clinmav.com

Call Pefer on: 00353 (0,1 813 7937 or: (m) 00353 (0)87 247 0S5
Emoall: |nfo@ginmav.com

haurs: Tues-Sat 10am-9pm by appointment

E.A R, Michell &

Alnm A V Ltd, No 1 Church Road, Swords. County Dublin, kreland
Moth.

VALVES & TUB

plus cartridge re-tipping service
020 8688 6565

Website: www thecartridgeman.com

cVC Chelmer Valve Compaiy
O

Buy CVC. PREVIUM HI  F1 valves direct from us.
All valves processed for improved performance.
We also have stock of MAIOR BRAND types inc.
MULLARD, GEC, BRIMAR, RCA, GE, PHILIPS, etc.

The $t bles. Baddow Parl  Groat Baddow
Che msford N'ssex CM2 78Y

v 01205 2418609

Ive.con

T #1245 241 D1
b es@chelme

—"’_ﬁA

-

”~ |
e

N | g | g 3 v @ |

Paul Rosario on 0870 242 0567
email.
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world
standards

These are the best products we've heard that are currently on sale in the UK, complete
with the date they were originally launched and their current retail prices. Watch out for

regular updates...!

TURNTABLES
ANTTI/ARM ONE/IQI 1998 £725
Redesigned Systemdek HX now off the pace,
but the arm and cartridge are both star per-

formers.

LINN LPI12/ LINGO 1973  £2100
The quintessential belt drive superdeck offers
a beguilingly musical midband at the expense
of lumpy bass and nebulous imaging. Latest
Lingo brings a new lease of life, with even
more punch and polish.

MICHELL TECNODEC 2003 £575
Superb introduction to Michell turntables on
a budget. Top quality build and elegant design
make it the class of the mid-price field right

now.

MICHELL GYRODEC SE 2002 £870
Its beauty is more than skin deep - superbly
build and finish allied to clever design equals
class leading performance. Latest DC motor
with 'Never Connected’ PSU make it all the
more unassailable.

MICHELL ORBE SE 2002 £1916
Cost-no-object evolution of the Gyro adds
massy acrylic platter and two-stage isolation.
Fanzastically capable all rounder with com-
marding, powerful. detailed sound that gets
the best from almost any arm and cartridge

PRO-JECT DEBUT I

PHONO SB 2002 £170
Fuss-free all in one starter turntable, com-
plete with built in phono stage. Not a star
performer, but a fine midi system upgrade all
the same.

REGA P3 2000 €298
Great entry level audiophile deck with fine
bundled tonearm. Tweakable, and responds
well to careful siting on a Base platform.

REGA P25 2001 €619
Until the TecnoDec, the best mid-price
turrtable package. Fine build and elegant
styling. Clean, open sound but limited at fre-
quency extremes in absolute terms,

SME MODEL 10A 1995 £3333
Exquisitely engineered deck and arm combc,
but dry and clinical sounding compared to
rivais. Accomplished performer with classical
music, nonetheless.

MICHELL TECNOARM A2003 €399
John Michell's brilliant reworking of the Rega
RB250 theme, using blasting and drilling tech-
niques usually seen in motorsport! The result
is the best sounding arm at £400, and as
good as most at four times the price. Runs
SMEYV very close in all except bass, and bet-
ters it for musicality. Stunning.

-~

TECHNICS SsLi200/10 1973 €395
Slick build makes it a respectable performer,
although the cheapo arm limits it - fit a Rega
RB250 and it's suddenly a serious mid-price

machine.

TONEARMS

HADCOCK 242 SE 2000 £649
Latest of a long line of unipivots, with added
mass, revised geometry and better finish.
Musical like few others at or near the price.

LINN EKOS 1987  £1700
Subtle mods over the years, including revised
bearings and the recent new wiring has kept
it a serious contender in the superarm
stakes. Lacks the SME's slam, the OL's clasity
or the ARQ's emotion, but has a feisty musi-
cality all of its own.

NAIM ARO ’ 1987  £1425
Charismatic unipivot is poor at frequency
extremes but sublime in the midband; truly
emotive and insightful.

ORIGIN LIVE SILVER 2502001 £625

This fully developed and expertly fettled

Rega boasts a superbly even, transparent and

tuneful sound. Gives away only a small degree
of fmesse and dimensionality to top arms.

ORIGIN LIVE

ILLUSTRIOUS 2002 £1570
A modern superarm with battleship build
Extremely strong, even and open sound in
the mould of the late, lamented Zeta, plus
fine tonal calouring. Exquisite.

/
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REGA RB250 1984 £112
Sold through Moth Marketing, this is capable
far beyond its price point, with a tight, lean
and detailed sound. Responds brilliantly to
Origin Live counterweight modification, and
well to rewiring.

SME 309 1989 £767
Entry level SME complete with cost-cut alu-
minium armtube and detachable headshell.
Tight, neutral sound with good tonality, but
lacks the IV's pace and precision.

SME SERIES IV 1988 £1127
Offers nine tenths of the SME V's magic at
just over half price. Exquisitely built and fin-
ished, and a design classic. Faces stiff compe-
tition these days, but lovely nevertheless.

SME SERIESV 1987 £1614
The so-called Best Pickup Arm in the World
isn't, but comes close.Vice-like bass with
incredible weight, ultra clear midband and
treble. Does everything except beguile the
listener.

CARTRIDGES

ORTOFON KONTRA'B 1999  £720
Surprisingly articulate performer by Ortofon
standards. All the brand's usual polish and
detail allied to real vim. Loves making music!

AUDIO TECHNICA AT-110 1984  £29
Great starter cartridge that's refined, detailed
and musical beyond its price.

DYNAVECTOR DVI10XS 2003 €250
A distant descendent of the classic Ultimo
10X, this has warmth and sweetness in
spades, allied to a punchy bass. Beats G1042
comfortably.

GOLDRING G042 1994 £135
One of the best MMs going, with sweet and
extended treble and punchy, muscular bass.

LYRIA LYDIAN BETA 1998 £600
An altogether more beguiling listen than the
MC308S, although not quite as incisive. Superb
all rounder, nonetheless.

SUMIKO BPS 1995 £250
Charismatic performer with rhythm aplenty,
but in other respects way off the pace -
lacks smoothness and sophistication of the
DVI0XS.
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DYNAVECTOR DV20X-H2003  £395
The best modern budget MC combines deli-
ciously sweet sound with fantastic get-up-
and-go. High output version works a treat
with valve phono stages too.

LYRA PARNASSUS DCT 1997 £1895
Jonathan Carr's masterpiece is a brilliantly

lyrical and fluid performer, with a deliciously
sweet tone and immense subtlety and polish.

ORTOFON MC25FL 1994 £285
Strong budget MC with a cleaner and more
detailed sound than the Dynavector; more
sterile and less emotive, however.

ORTOFON MC30 SUPR’ 1995 £550
Beautifully ctean and detailed device with real
finesse, albeit a tad mechanical sounding.

MUSIC MAKER 1999  £575
When mated with a good quality arm, this
hand finished high-output pick-up gives an
ear-boggling account of itself. Very high com-
plience ensures maximum information
retrieval. An absolute (grain orientated) gem.

SHURE VISXMR 1994 £350
The most musical MM yet made - brilliantly
dynamic and punchy in the classic Shure
mould, yet refined and tidy too.

DIGITAL DISC PLAYERS

ARCAM DIVA CD82T 2002 £600
Oodles of finesse, but not the most gripping
performer at the price. A fine all rounder in
the classic Arcam mould.

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO

DVDS7 2003 £200
Crisp, lively DVD-A sound makes this superb
value for money, but I6bit playback is way
behind similarly priced CD spinners.

CREEK CDS50H 2004 £699
Extensive revisions make this an altogether
more beguiling machine, and one of the best
at its price. Extremely musical sound that’s
surprisingly upfront for a Creek design.
Excellent mid-price purchase, with only its
Marangz rival to challenge it.

CYRUS CD8 2003 £1000
Highly incisive, engaging, grippy and dynamic
sound, but needs careful matching to smooth
ancilliaries. Optional PSX-R adds bass and
dimensionality.

DENON DVD-AI 2002 £2500
Middling CD performance, but a genuinely
strong DVD-A sound with masses of space
and detail. Excellent pictures, too!

LINN GENKI 1999 £995
Undeniably fast, lithe, musical and fun - but
some won't take to its dry, wry character.
Works best in all-Linn systems, where it real-
ly rises to the challenge!

LINN IKEMt 1999 £1950
Has the brilliant focus and clarity of the pre-
vious Karik Ill with a dose more tonal rich-
ness and polish. More grip and poise than
most at any price - still superb!

MARANTZ CD6000K!I 2001 £500
Brilliantly warm and voluptuous sound will
endear it to vinylphiles and tube lovers alike.
Musical, colourful, polished and powerful like
none others at or near its price.’

MARANTZ CDI7 1l 2002 £800
Oft-overlooked middleweight boasts a truly
beguiling sound with lots of tonal flavour. Sits
awkwardly between the £600 and £1000
price points, where some brilliant value buys
reside, though.

NAD C5411 2002 £330
Highly musical and articulate budget machine
in the classic NAD mould. Second only to
Cambridge's CDS00SE in the value stakes.

NAIM CDS 2000 £1195
Taut and grippy like no others at the price,
but lacks the warmth of the Maranz
CD6000K! at half the price. To wit, it's a very

focussed product, best used in Naim systems.

MERIDIAN 507 2003  £1195
Quintessentially Meridian mid-price machine;
smooth, warm, expansive and seductively
musical. The best all rounder at this competi-
tive price point.

NAIM CDX2-XPS2 2003 £4950
A fine high end machine, but add an XPS2
and it becomes one of the most charismati-
cally engaging |6bit machines we've ever
heard. Plays music with such passion!

DENON DV-2900 2003 £850
Superbly designed and built do-it-all player
that delivers fine sound and great vision.
Sonically class of the sub-£1000 DVD univer-
sal field, but the i-Link and HOMI direct digi-
tal capability of arch rival Pioneer DV-868AVi
may swing some towards the latter, and its
DV-2200 baby brother is even better value,
though.

NAIM CDS3 2003 £7050
The most polished Naim CD to date;
tremendously capable and musical, but facks
the Rotweiler quality of the cheaper CDX2-
XPS2.

ARCAM FM] CD33T 2003 £1,300
Superbly detailed midband allied to excellent
bass extension makes this a powerfully musi-
cal machine in the best traditions of Arcam
CD spinners. Nothing to criticise at the
price, everything to recommend it!

PHILIPS DVD963SA 2003 £400
Creamy CD sound allied to superb SACD
and DVD video playback makes this brilliant
value for money.
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REGA PLANET 2002 £498
Rhythmic and beguiling performer, although
lacks the warmth of tone needed to better
its Marantz rival. Superb ergonomics and
design, nonetheless.

REGA JUPITER 2002 £1000
A Planet on steroids, this machine adds depth
and breadth to its baby brothers aiready
impressive sound. Good, but facing stiff com-
petition.

MARANTZ SA-17S1 2003 £1400
Brilliant CD playback comes close to the
best at any price, while SACD performance is
almost as convincing - superbly warm and
three dimensional nature makes listening a
joy. However, the lack of DVD-Audio decod-
ing and poor feature count makes it look
middling value compared to some of the uni-
versal players here.

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO

640C 2003 £250
Tremendously well-rounded yet engaging
sound makes this the best budget silver disc
spinner by far. Build quality is excellent at the
price,and the styling bang up to the minute.
Blistering value for money.

CREEK CDSO0ll 2004 £699
Extensive revisions make this an altogether
more beguiling machine, and one of the best
at its price. Extremely musical sound that’s
surprisingly upfront for a Creek design.
Excellent mid-price purchase, with only its
Marangz rival to challenge it.

MUSICAL FIDELITY

TRI-VISTA2! DAC 2003 £1,200
Superbly neutral and expansive sound makes
this offboard digital-to-analogue convertor an
excellent upgrade to any mid-price CD play-
er — fed by a decent transport, few |6bit
players at any price come close.

DENON DVD-2200 2003 £499
Superb do it all mid-price player; fine DVD-A
and SACD sound allied to excellent video
performance will be all many could ever
want. Ultimately it's a little bright and
mechanical sounding, but you have to go into
high end territory to truly better it. Stunning
value.

PANASONIC DVD-S75 2002 £120
Real ability and fine measured performance
for an unbelievably low price. Impressive in
its own way, if not truly audiophile. If you just
want a cheap DVD spinner with DVD-Audio
as a bolt-on goodie, this is the one.

PIONEER DV-868AVI 2003 £799
Pioneer’s most accomplished mid-price
machine to date, this boasts full DVD-
AJSACD playback. a welter of facilities and
the all-important HDMI video and !-Link
audio digital outputs, making it nigh-on
future-proof. Factor in fine — if not outstand-
ing - sound and superb pictures and it’s prac-
tically impossible to fault.



SONY SCD-XB790 2003 £250
Quite unlike any other budget Sony CD spin-
ner we've heard, here's a very ‘analogue’
sounding machine that's smooth and warm
and even. Factor in fine SACD playback and
this machine is a brilliant budget buy — unless
you want DVD-Audio that is, which it lacks.

ORELLE CDI0OEVO 2003 £1,200
Extremely engaging and musical sound, but
maybe a tad too bracing for some tastes.
Superb aesthetics complete an attractive
package.

DIGITAL RECORDERS
APPLE IPOD 40GB £399
Genre-defining best of breed, thanks to
supreme ergonomics and build allied to fine
sound.

PIONEER PDR-609 2001 £200
Brilliant value CD recorder that makes excel-
lent recordings from its digital inputs. Half
decent digital converters. too.

PHILIPS DVDR880 2003 £370
Poor CD audio playback, but makes great
DVD video recordings and boasts fine
ergonomics. Top AV value.

SONY RCD-W3 2002 £250
Usual superb Sony ergonomics make for no-
nonsense budget buy. Fine direct digital
copies, but analogue input poor. Middling son-
ics, but there's a digital output!

YAMAHA CDR-HDI300E2002  £600
HD means MD-style ease of editing, but
compromises recording quality ever-so slight-
ly.Add decent CD replay and it’s a fine all
rounder nonetheless - top value.

ONKYO MB-S| 200t £1100
An interesting machine complete with MP3
functionality, but high price, fussy ergonomics
and over-smooth sound make it mediocre
value against the Yamaha.

PHONO STAGES

CREEK OBH-2ISE 2003  £250
Musically enjoyable yet highly refined for the
price - a superb buy. Gives the Dino a real
hard time.

EAR 834P 1993 £400
Classic tube design with a deliciously warm
and expansive sound - shame about the
loose bass and veiled treble!

LINN LINTO 2000 £900
A musical and incisive performer, with more
speed than the Delphini at the expense of
detail and tonal colour.

QED DISCSAVER 1995 £35
Rhythmic, bouncy sound via battery, aithough
it's bright and forward. Great value, but £100
more on the X-LP is well worth it!

TRICHORD DINO 2002 £299
Great all rounder with switchable MM/MC.
Fast, fluid and smooth like no others at the
price.

TRICHORD DELPHINI 2003 £995
The very latest '‘Never Connected' variant is
easily the best, bringing velvety smoothness
to an already refined and engaging performer.
Neutral to a fault - some will mourn the
passing of the charismatic 1SO.

MUSICAL FIDELITY

XLPSV3 2003  £249
Fine all rounder at the price, which a satisfy-
ingly full bodied sound that’s smoother than
the Creek but a tad less engaging. Only
Trichord’s Dino, with its easy upgradability
for just £50, reflects badly on this fine bit of
kit.

PROJECT PHONOBOX LE2004 £99
Great little box that improves on most bun-
dled phono stages found in budget integrated
amplifiers, adding detail and definition and a
measure of smoothness too, If £100 is all
you're prepared to spend, then do it happily
on this, but you'll get obviously better results
from the £250 brigade.

AMPLIFIERS

ARCAM DIVA A5 PLUS2002  £370
Classic budget Arcam fare - decently sweet
and open with sensible facilities and plenty of
power.

-oo‘-O-ocmuc

ARCAM FMj A32 2001 £1150
For those who value serious power and
labyrinthine facilities over outright clarity or
grip.A very impressive all rounder with an
unusually muscular power amp at this price.

AUDIO ANALOGUE

PUCINNI 1999  £495
Brilliant value mid-pricer is a real step up
from budget designs. Smooth, fluid, natural
sound with adequate power and no nasties.
Fine phono stage too!

AUDIO NOTE OTO SE 2000 £1199
This baby tuber is beautifully sweet and
creamy, but lacks solid-state’s clarity, detail
and incision. Low, low power means speaker
choice critical.

AUDIO MOTE SORO SE 2000 £1699
Wonderfully out-of-the-box sounding tube
middleweight is all about sweetness and fluid-
ity. Limited power and loose bass, but little
the worse for it.

CYRUS 6 2003  £600
Cracking do-it-all mid price design, bringing
svelte sound, good connectivity and upgrade-
ability and stunning style and build.

CYRUS 8 2003 £800
Unusually warm and lyrica! for a solid-stater,
with decent power and punch, PSX-R adds

dynamics, detail and di

ionality.
Y

MERIDIAN 551 £895
Evergreen middleweight is a serious per-
former even now.Tonally a tad dry, it's still
very smooth and svelte with bags of power,
detail and grip. Class act.

1994
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MUSICAL FIDELITY

A308 2002 £2400
Impressive monster integrated.Vast power
delivered with clarity, even-handedness and
finesse. Musical, with real tonal colour.
Separate pre-power version better still, but
less good value,

NAIM NAIT § 2001 £845
A fast and thrilling listen, thanks to taut and

articulate bass and midband. Surprisingly pol-
ished for a budget Naim amp, both sonically

and ergonomically.

NAD C320 2002 £220
Not the giant killer that the 3020 once was,
but a very strong budget design. A great
starting point; forms a fine system with
NAD’s partnering C541i CD player.

SUGDEN A2I1A 1993  £1020
The most musical amplifier at the price, bar
none. Delicious Class A sound is smooth,
sweet and wonderfully transparent with true
tonal colour. Low power, so match carefully.

HEADPHONE

AMPLIFIERS

SUGDEN HEADMASTER2003  £600
Unusual combined preamplifier and head-
phone amplifier, this boasts a surprisingly
smooth and open sound which suffers only
when compared to preamps at twice the
price.

MUSICAL FIDELITY

X-CANS V3 2003 £249
Mr Michaelson’s best headphone amplifier to
date, with an extremely open and explicitly
detailed sound plus serious bass wallop and
the ability to drive any phones to very high
levels. Errs towards brightness with some
headphones, so match carefully and use
smooth cables.

PREAMPLIFIERS

CREEK OBH-12 2000  £220
Brilliant value budget passive, giving little
away in sonics to far more expensive designs.
Connectivity and build aren't great, but what
do you expect at this price?

MF AUDIO PASSIVE PRE2003 £1010
Novel and effective pre with switchable gain
via a transformer, and balanced operation.
Open and incisive sound, yet makes most
active rivals sound edgy by comparison.

NAIM NACI12 2002 £660
Affordable admission ticket to the Salisbury
high end experience. Detailed and dynamic, if
tonally rather lacklustre.

LINN LKI140 2000  £800
Dry and grey sounding, but decently dynamic
and musically engaging all the same. A worthy
worker in a budget Linn system.
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MUSICAL FIDELITY

A308 CR 2003 £2400
Superb transistor behemoth, worth partner-
ing with any high end CD player or preamp.
Oodles of grunt served up with poise and
purpose.

MARANTZ SM-17 2001 £700
Useful budget power amp with plenty of
clean transistor power. Not the most trans-
parent, but sweet and clean all the same. Fine
build completes a great value package.

NAIM NAPI50 2002 £795
Driven by a decent source and a NAC1 12,
this gives highly enjoyable results - providing
you like the Naim sound! Taut. fast and feisty
despite its relative lack of power.

QUAD 909 2001 £900
The latest current-dumper has a smooth and
expansive character with enough wallop to
drive most loads. Not the most musical, but
super value all the same. Lovely build, finish
and Quad's legendary service are nice,

CROFT TWIN STAR 2003 £1750
With a taste of the best of both tube and
transistor, this latest update of the Croft clas-
sic is a truly endearing experience.

GRAAF GM20 OTL 2003 £3,300
Awesome output transformer-less valve
power amp gives dazzling speed and incision,
with an ethereal soundstaging and delicious
filigree detail. Tremendous punch belies its
humble 20W power rating. Factor in one of
the most exquisite finishes this side of an
Aston Martin and it’s very hard to say no...

SUGDEN MUSICMASTER2003 £1,300
Quintessential Class A Sugden sound is not
warm as many expect, but extremely neutral
and open with real tonal colour. By compari-
son, tubes sound bloated and standard solid-
state hazy and brittle. Superb when part-
nered with efficient loudspeakers like
Revolver R45s, but many will find it under-
powered.

INTEGRATED

AMPLIFIERS

AUDIO RESEARCH VSI1552003 £2,895
The Naim NAP250’s tubular alter ego; oodles
of power allied to a strong bass and smooth
open midband makes this a brilliant all round
amplifier. Lacks the subtlety and finesse of the
low powered single-ended brigade but makes
up for it with sheer brio.

CREEK AS50IR 2004 £550
Consummately smooth yet engaging sound
makes it a serious player at the price, but
don't expect Creek’s traditional sumptuous-
ness. Fine value nonetheless.

MONRIO MC207 2003 £1,100
Powerful, muscular sound allied to real
finesse makes this unusual integrated an
essential audition at the price.

MARANTZ PM-|TMKII

KI MODIFIED 2004 £1,500
Gloriously offbeat do-it-all design with a truly
warm, smooth and three dimensional sound.
Think of this as a latter-day Audiolab 8000a -
with a good deal more colour and finesse -
and you'll have its measure. Lowish power
output at the price, but fine real world
speaker driving ability.

UNISON RESEARCH S6 2002 £1,625
Tremendously musical and lithe sound with
real finesse and subtlety too.Very slightly
upper mid forward encourages careful part-
nering with ancillaries (Revolver R45s are
ideal), but overall fantastic value for money.

ORELLE SAI00EVO 2003 £1,200
Fine build, exquisite design and a wonderfully
lucid sound make this an essential audition at
the price.

AV AMPLIFIERS

DENON AVR-2803 2003 £650
Superb mid-price 7.1 channel extravaganza
with nearly all the decoding power you'll
ever need. Powerful, open and clean sound
(at the price) makes it capable with music,
and superb on movies. Fine ergonomics and
great build makes this receiver hard to beat
as an all-rounder.

NAIM AV2/NAP

I50/NAPV |75 2002 £4,190
Brilliant audiophile multichannel pre-power
amplifier combo; not as good with music as a
two-channel Naim set-up at the same price,
obviously, but surprisingly close. Elegant con-
trot layout plus a strong, clean and brilliantly
engaging sound make this a serious crossover
product. Ultimately lacks power compared to
similarly priced Arcam gear, but is more musi-
cally involving.

PIONEER VSA-AXSI 2004 £1,000
The ability to hook up to Pioneer’s DV-868i
via i-Link (nee FireWire) means that this
multichannel AV amplifier can do all the digi-
tal conversion onboard makes the a very
special product, which when used with the
aforementioned DVD spinner sounds better
even than the sum of its parts.
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LOUDSPEAKERS

EPOS ELS-3 2003 £200
Plenty of brio and a decent degree of refine-
ment makes this budget baby a fine value
contender.

B&W CDMI NT 2002 £750
Fine clarity and imaging allied to pleasing
warmth and great rhythmic cohesion make
these standmounters an essential audition.

CASTLE CONWAY 3 2003 £930
Superbly smooth and crisp performers, with
a big hearted musical sound. Ultimately
coloured though, with a slow, plummy bass.

CYRUS CLS70 200! £800
Charismatic performer with a fast, tight and
open midband, but lacks cohesion and scale..

KEF QI 2003 £250
Highly polished and articulate standmounters
at the price, but demand good ancillaries for
best results.

KLIPSCH HERESY |1 1997  £1100
An outstanding high sensitivity loudspeaker
with midrange and treble horns coupled with
infinite baffle 12" bass driver. Effortless, fast
and accurate.

TDK S-80 2002 £90
Ingenious NXT multimedia sub/sat system
has a wonderfully even and open sound - like
baby electrostatics.

LINN NINKA 2001 £995
Major on rhythms and dynamics, making
them an involving listen. Reasonably refined,
too - but tonally disappointing.

MISSION 782SE 2003 £900
Bright and tight design capable of brilliant
speed and grip. at the expense of warmth.
Demands high quality, high powered ancillar-
Ies.

W'DALE DIAMOND 8.1 2001 £120
Still the best baby budget standmounters
around.Tight and grippy thanks to Kevlar dri-
vers, but invariably limited in the frequency
extremes.

MONITOR AUDIO B4 2003 £350
An unusually smooth and lucid performer at
the price, and its 3-way design means it dri-
ves rooms well. Fine engineering, but build
and finish so-so.



REVOLVER R45 2003 £899
Wonderfully easy to drive floorstanders that
are a dreamboat for tube amplifiers, and
great for party-minded transistor users too.
Great attack transients, fluid and musical bass
and midband and couth treble make them
fine all-rounders.

MORDAUNT SHORT 9142002  £300
Warm, detailed and articulate performer, but
a touch loose in the bass and veiled up top.
Fine partner for budget valve amps.

NAIM ALLAE 2002 £1990
Taut and grippy like few others, this speaker
majors on transient speed. Surprisingly
smooth for a Naim box, with nicely etched
treble. As always, tonally dry.

QUAD ESL-988 2001  £3400
Wonderfully neutral and self-effacing with
sublime imaging and projection. Treble lacks
extension, bass lacks weight - although the
pricier 989 answers the latter resoundingly.

PERIGEE FK-IL 2002 £5000
Charismatic Aussie ribbon design with deli-
ciously open mid and treble, allied to fine
bass weight. The right room and ancillaries
essential. Engaging, musical and powerful
sound. Superb.

MARTIN LOGAN

CLARITY 2003 £2,895
Supremely transparent and open with bril-
liant depth perspective and image projection.
The midband is up there with the very best
at any price, while the bass and treble inte-
grate well but don't especially shine.
Dynamically limited, with middling bass
punch, but that's not the point ~ that deli-
ciously fluid and intricate midband wins great
respect.

TANNOY EYRIS DCI 2003
The combination of dual concentric
treble/midband drivers plus supertweeters
make for a very spacious and expansive
sounding loudspeaker, albeit one that’ a lictle
bright and loose in the bass. An excellent
mid-price design well worth auditioning.

£699

MONITOR AUDIO GR602002 £2,295
In some ways, these come close to Yamaha's
legendary NS1000Ms, thanks to their
tremendous clarity, great transients and "full-
fat’ wide bandwidth performance. Bright and
clean, but never fatiguing or uncouth. A truly
accomplished all rounder that gives a real
taste of 'super-fi’ at a reasonably affordable
price.

TOWNSHEND MAXIMUM2003 £800
Another brilliant niche product from Max,
these ribbon aspirated supertweeters add
space and atmosphere to any good high end
loudspeaker, and more surprisingly perhaps
make things more fluid and musical too.
Superb affordable esoterica.

HEADPHONES
JECKLIN FLOAT TWO 1998 £99
Wonderful panei-like sound from these eso-
teric-looking headclamps.

SENNHEISER HD-590 1998 £199
The company's best real-world cans to date.
Open and smooth with plenty of detail.
Brightly lit midband makes them an ideal
partner for a valve headphone amp.

SENNHEISER MX-500 1999 £19
Our unqualified recommendation for those
seeking a serious sounding pair of in-ear
phones. Smooth, detailed and musical.

SENNHEISER PX-100 2002 £29
Cracking pair of lightweight open back cans
ideal for personals, but good enough for real
hi-fi use. Superb build allied to a smooth and
engaging performance make them the spiritu-
al successor to the HD400s.

INTERCONNECTS
WIREWORLD OASIS § 2003 £99/M
Excellent mid-price design with a very neu-
tral, silky and self-effacing sound. Superb
value for money.

CHORD CO. CHAMELEON 2 £90/M
One of our favourites, these are musical per-
formers with a smooth yet open sound.
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VDH ULTIMATETHE FIRST £260/0.6M
Carbon interconnects that help you forget
the electronics and concentrate on the
music. Miraculous transparency.Tight and
tuneful bass mixed with air and space results
in a cracking cable for the money.
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DNM RESON £40/M
Neutral and transparent - a steal!
TCI CONSTRICTOR
13A-6 BLOCK 2003 £120

Top quality ‘affordable’ mains outlet block,
with fine build and good sonics. Well worth
the extra over standard high street specials,
which sound coarse and two-dimensional by
comparison.

NORDOST BLUE HEAVEN  £i50/M
Some of the fastest and most transparent
cable around.

YINYI

CLEARAUDIO REFERENCE 1996
£4,070

Fine bass articulation and power allied a
stunningly open and atmospheric midband
and beautifully etched treble makes this one
of the very best sounding turntables at any
price. Michell’s Orbe offers marginally more
impactful bass, but can't touch that amazing
mid. Exquisite.

ORIGIN LIVE AURORA

GOLD 2004 £1,470
Seminal "entry level high end’ deck showing
Mark Baker's characteristically obsessive
attention to detail. The result is an extremely
wide open and natural sounding machine that
lacks the Michell GyroDec’s slightly ‘mechani-
cal’ nature ~ along with some of its scale and
accuracy. ldeal for those seeking that classi-
cally beguiling vinyl sound.

GOLDRING GR-1 2004 £140
Essentially a Rega P2 built down to very low
price and bundled with a decent Goldring
MM, this is cracking value for money. Head
and shoulders above its immediate rivals, it
offers a surprisingly musical and detailed
sound that will stun those new to vinyl -
which is precisely what it was designed to
do.

THORENSTDI90 2003 £290
Ease of set up and use, allied to fully auto-
matic operation mean that. although hardly
the last word in performance, this deck is
most certainly a model of convenience.
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“One might expect this Steree 40i
to cost in the region of £2,008.."

Hi Fi Choice June '04 They go on to say:

“The sound has a lovely spacious and airy quality with plentiy of depth.
The music flows well with a good sense of purpose, and attraciive
interplay between different Instruments...The frequency response

exhibited extended bass below 10Hz and fell by only .0.3% at 20

KHz”..“Stunning styling and an Impressive spec at a very sharp price”

Awarded Hi Fi News Fditors Choice 2003
“lcon Audio offers sensible, well sorted valve amps, with
adequate power for most users and built to a good
standard. Valve amplifier ownership without tears”

Stereo 401 EL34 integrated 40+40w (or 19+19 Triode)

Hi Fi News Feb 04 said...”s was impressed not only by the
almost tangible three-dimensionality of performers but the
depth and width of the soundstage.”... “ample, deep, rhythmic,
tuneful bass, underpinning a lucid and effortless midrange and
treble”... "l liked the impeccable finish and feeling of bomb-
proof solidarity as well some of the most natural sounding
music that | have heard at home”, Tony Bolton

Do you suffer from listening fatigue? Harsh clinical sound?
No emotion in your music? Tried fancy interconnects?
Sorry, but only valve amplifiers can give you that smooth
musical, full bodied sound that you are missing.

To find out more, ask for an illustrated leaflet

Features include. All Triode front end. Hand built ‘Point to Point’ wiring.
Tape monitor circuit. ALPS Volume control. No printed circuit board. All
gold plated terminals. Audiophile components. 4 & 8ohm speaker
matching. Stainless steel & 10mm alloy plate construction Soft start
Stainless steel & Plexiglas valvggag'eﬂclﬂed‘ Upgrade optnon§.‘

WIB25 Mona Blcr s

~ LAspeamp
Stereo 20 EL84 15watts integrated
Stereo 4Oi EL34 40watts integrated

£649.95*
£899.95"
LA3 Triode Line Level pre amp £649.95%
MB 25 3008 PP 28w Mono blocks (pr) £1999.95
New limited editions available with all European valves
from Mullard & Electro Harmonix at no extra cost! wxony;

“Try for 30 days. refund if not delighted! (UK only. conditions apply)
Subsidised International Shipping Available, ask for details

Want to trade In your old equinment? Call us for more Information
Beware cheap imitations! Icon Audio amplifiers exclusively use our
own circuits developed and tested in Leicester UK.

Visit our new wehsite at www.iconaudio.co.uk
Auditions by appointment. Dealer innuiries welcome
Phone 07787 158791 Email sales@iconaudio.co.uk

l..ca'n. M’ 351 Aylestone Road Leicester LE2 8TA

Visa and MasterCard accepted CE markeo
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' NTRA Specialist Suppliers of Audio Accessories
MA A
www.mantra-audio.co.uk
PRICES INCLUDE P & P FOR UK DELIVERY 1 TD 10 DAYS -
SEE WEBSITE FOR FULL PRODUCT RANGE ANO SHIPPING
CHARGES T0 EU & WORLDWIOE
R —— st ¥ ——
SIS Rep = _
Swiss Quality Diamond Styli
£76 €62 GEX £52 ADC  XLM Mkl £17
11012 GX £95 £76 GEX 067 Akai  ANS, AN 60 £13
1022 GX £124 £100 GEX £86 AN2. AN 70 £15
1042 £143 £114 GEX £100 Awa  ANT1 £13
Eroica LXWH  £133 £109 GEX N/A JD\‘;E' g'}‘ ;;SDET- GDg‘ 165 E g;
IEtite £232 £190 GEX NA >
‘Al'ldm Technica National EPS 24 CS, P30 D, P33D £13
! Ortofon FF15/VMS20 Ell, OM20 £17
AT 95 E £23 £16
Pioneer PN 210/220/240 £13
AT 110 E £28 £17
! Shure N75C.SC35C £13
ATOCOMLII £330 £280 EX N75ED T2 N 75 EJ T2 07
G’ad‘? NOSED/ESNT753(78) €17
Prestige Black  £40 £27 UN35E £20
Prestige Gold ~ £110 £73 N 97 HE, VN 35 HE £27
Ortofon Sony  ND 142/155 G, CN234 £13
10 Mk It £34 £22 ND 143/150/200 G £15
MC 15 Super Il  £130 £110 EX N/A Stanton D 681 EEE £21
C25FL £227 £193 EX  N/A  ***Over 500 Styli Types Stocked* **
C 10 Supreme £304 £258 EX NA o o~ S
MC 20 Suprome 382 £323 Ex i HEADPHONESELECTION
C 30 Supreme £452 £385 EX  N/A  GRADO Award winning Headphones
ontrapunkt B £643 £548 EX  N/A  Prestige Series SR-60 £75
ohmann £837 £742 EX N/A SR-80  £90
Shure SR-125 €140
97 XE £98 £58 SR-225 £175
VISVXMR  £304 £204 SR-325  £265
Sumiko Referance Series RS-t £635
lus Point Special £265 £237 EX RS-2 (new)£450
GEX - Goldring new for old exchange price for any make/type of cartridge
EX - Exchange price for any moving coll cartridge ‘ i
9 Order direct online or Tel/Fax (01757) 288652 Z Y
MANTRA AUDIO (NFW), 22 GARTH AVENUE, NORTH DUFFIELD, SELBY, NORTH YORKS Y08 5RP

Absolute Demos

Audlogram MB2- Integrated Ampilifier
Audiogram MB1- Amplifier
Apogee Minl Grands - Loudspeakeis
Audio Research DAC1-20 - DAC
Audlo Research VT200MKIi-Valve @
California Audio DX1-CD Player

(o8]
™
(@

WCSA303 - Hybrid Preampif
"CUSINd CTAS04 - Valve Amplifier
Coplan@CDA289 - CD player HDCE
: ufd Mimesis 6B - Amplifier
Jadig Orchestra - CD Player

KaelAV250P- Preamplifier

KrelRIKPE Reference - Phono Stagd

'W-PS - Power Supply for alNe
RIPREL - Preamplifier
KislBLAT2-L oudspeakers

KeeltBERDSP-Top loader CD Playe
“Martiiy Lagan Script -Electrosatic Lbudspe
Maﬂb L£ogan Theatre - Centre chatiig

- +44 (0) 79 61 1

Mciniosfi CR16- Multizone control
Motnfosh MC58-Amplifier
Mciattisii MC202- Amplifier
Msinfosh MHT200- Home theatre p
PS AL Uitralink Il - DAC [
BS BUtS Reference Link -Digital P
Sores Faer Concertino Home Louds|

5 a Digital Dreadnaught -5 ch=a

Theta Digital Carmen Il - CD/DVD D§i
Theta Digital David Il -CD/DVD Drivé
Wilson Audio CUB - Loudspeakers
Wiison Audio CUB Il w/stands Blaci§

itvaudio@2die4.com

qual

no grey imports - all equiprent
with 1 year full warranty



ROKSAN RADIUS 5 2003 £750
Fantastic value allied to intelligent, interesting
and “out of the box’ design makes for a won-
derful entry-level superdeck. Open and musi-
cai sound is more inviting that Michell
TeanoDec rival, and the bundled Nima
Unipivot arm is a superstar.

CYRUS FM X £500

Great for Cyrus users, but its dry and pre-
cise sound can't match the best of the rest at
the price. Worthy, nonetheless.

-t
o-:."""‘“
MYRYAD MT 100 1999 £600
TUNERS One of hi-fi's nice surprises, this is a beauti-
ARCAMT6I| 2002 £250 fully designed and built bit of kit with a deli-

This sleek looking and refined sounding
FM/AM tuner isn't the last word in musical
involvement, but is fine value, nonetheless.

ARCAM DT8I 2003 £650
A fine radio, hampered only by its seriously
compromised DAB medium. Probably the
best DAB tuner ever, but one for Digital
Radio enthusiasts only...

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO

DAB300 2003 £150
Fine ergonomics allied to great ease of use
and respectable DAB sound makes this
superb value.

DENONTU-260L MK It 1998 £130
If you want the best FM sound at the lowest
possible price, then this ancient tuner
remains peerless after all these years. There
are better analogue designs around, but are
either near-impossible to find or are now
long-deleted.

&ty tee

SOUNDC**SYSTEMS

ciously sweet and svelte sound which really
does justify its high price.

PRIMARE T21 2002 £600
Seriously accomplished design with mature
sonics, great styling and fine build.

NAD $400 2003 £600
Highly accomplished specialist high end ana-
logue tuner with a deliciously open and lucid
sound, but it can’t quite match the Myryad all
the same.

PURE DIGITAL

DRX-702ES 2003 £249
Great with Digital Radio, but thin a tad
sounding on FM at times. It's a top hybrid,
nonetheless..

DENON D-M31I 2003 £250
Excellent CD receiver package with surpris-
ing sonics and a brilliant tuner as a bonus,
although its amplifier section doesn’t quite
match the Onkyo. Optional speakers are
mediocre.

ONKYO CS-210 2003 £300
Superb value thanks to excellent sound, great
built and ease of use, but the bundled “speak-
ers rather let the side down.

LINN CLASSIK

MOVIE SYSTEM DI 2002 £2,995
Superb ergonomics and performance from
this one-box beauty, but it’s just a tad expen-
sive and in value for money terms, compares
poorly to the original Classik Music System.

ANN\N

PIONEER NS-DV990 2003 £799.95
Whiz-bang technology fest with DVD univer-
sal playback, discrete display and NXT flat
panel speakers. Superb for the spare room or
study — truly intelligent and elegant design —
but don’t expect it to match the sonics of AV
separates.

SAVE UP TO 50% ON EX-DISPLAY BARGAINS

SOME AS NEW {(MARKED*) WITH 2 YR WARRANTY 24HR DEL ONLY £5. CHECK STOCK BEFORE ORDER

CALL SALES:(020) 8318 5755 or 8852 1321 - 248 Lee High Road, London, SE13 5PL

Please call for details on deferred 0% APR for purchases of more than £660. S'H = Pre-Owned unit. E&OE

Arcam CD62T* CD Player (2YrGftee) ............ (369.00) £229.00 Loewe Aconda 32" Flat widescreen TV (1Yr Gtee) . .(1800.00) £899.00
Arcam CD82T CD Player 2YrGhtee) .............. (599.00) £499.00 Nain CDS2/XPS Player & Power Sup (2Yr G/tee) . . . .(6265.00) £3750.00
Arcam DV88 Plus DVD Player (2Yr G/tee) . ... .. .. .. (999.00) £549.00 Naim Nait 5 Amplifier (1YrGitee) ............ . .(890.00) £659.00
Arcam A65+ Amplifier (2YrG/itee) . ............ .. (369.00) £249.00 Naim NAC 112 Preamp (2YrG/tee) . ............. (660.00) £525.00
Arcam A85* Amplifier Silver - New (2Yr G/tee) . ... .. (799.00) £549.00 Naim NAP 150 Power Amp (2YrGitee) . ... ... .. (785.00) £615.00
Arcam A85* Amp inc Phono- Blk (2Yr GAee) ....... (909.00) £649.00 Naim NAP 180 Power Amp S/H - (1Yr G/tee) .. .(1225.00) £795.00
B&W HTM2 Nautilus Centre Spkr - Blk (2Yr Giee) . . .(850.00) £499.00 Naim NAPSC2 Power Supply S/H (1Yr G/tee) ... .(235.00) £139.00
Linn KoleKtor Preamplifier (2Yr G/tee) ............ (575.00) £375.00 Naim Hi-Cap 2* Power Supply S/H (2Yr G/tee) .. .(899.00) £675.00
Linn Kaim Pro Line Preamp S/H (1Yr Gitee) . . . . . . .(1400.00) £599.00 Naim SL2 Speakers - Maple (2Yr G/tee) . ... .. (4995.00) £3595.00
Linn Numerik Dac S/H (1YrG/itee) . ............. (1100.00) £349.00 Naim NBL Speakers - Beech (2Yr G/tee) . . ... .. (7700.00) £5495.00
Linn Trikan Centre Spkr - maple (2Yr G/tee) . .... ... (549.00) £349.00 ProJect RPM4 Turntable S/H (1YYr Gitee) . . . . . .. (350.00) £269.00
Linn Espek Speakers - maple (2Yr Gftee) ........ (2800.00) £1795.00 Yamaha DSP800 S/HProcessor (6Mth Gitee) . .. .. (399.00) £149.00
Linn LP12/Ekos/Arkive Boron (2Yr G/tee) . ..... .. (5350.00) £2675.00 Yamaha DVD 530* DVD Player (1Yr Gitee) ... ...... (149.00) £85.00
Linn Keilidh Speakers R/nut inc stands SH .. ... .. .. (995.00) £395.00 Yamaha RXV 630 RDS A.V. Amp (1Yr G/tee) ....... (459.00) £299.00
Loewe 24" High Definition 16:9 TV (1Yr G/tee) . ... .. (999.00) £549.00 Vibe Zeta SubWoofer 2YrG/itee) ................ (600.00) £475.00
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DUSTIC DAMIPING RODUCTE
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’ sffertive way s to upgrsds o & st

AUTHORISED DISTRIBUTORS OF QUALITY HI-FI

consonance audio

‘ Ref 2.2 CD Player
24/192 Upsampling
RCA output
6H30 Supertube

NOss pyputatig 30 4 range o saos

Randar peese’ Fiom x 210w £6 00
Nodium paaml 28em ¢ 18cm £500
Senall pariel 2w » 1gm £400
NEW SIZE paw 18 Scm x Y2em 300
NEW SIZE pune 15%cm « 1580 Lioo
NEW SIZ g t2em & 13Cm £200
NEW 5 pee B5em o Kf2m 150
Sudwooler pany J4em o £12.00
NEN SNZ pihe 30tm « Jlicw £12.00

Optional
Solid State XLR
Balanced Output

‘ Ref 8.8 Remote controlied
6550, Integrated Amplifier
Push-Pull - 50 WPC
KT66 version — PP-25/WPC
300B versions - SE-9/18WPC

FOCULPODS & POLIPODS tunpugirt mnspposive \\
wolgtion feet to Mi-F) enthut ises Al ever the worla \
sathesit Byp ewd 10 Cut squash Sails in half Y

tested with noticeable Iimprovements in 3 range of
squighment

Noe availlable in a range of sueps

Superpods standard ?5nun dia » 40mm -ea £°4 00
Superpods layered T5mm dia x 40mm - ea.. .£°6.00
Faculpods pack of 4 (50Mmm fla X 20Mmatiee €14 88
Polipody pack of # 140 inm dia x 1:‘}-?
iwolatin block FSmm sgr x 20mmea, ° a0
Isolahon dlock 115mm sgr » 20mm et tf 00
Isolatiin block 150mim sqr x 20mm sCR "¢ 0w
inOlston block 43mm dia x N #a 1150
incddwtion block 43mm dia x ™ *4 .
tsolution block Lmm dia » 1Snimbacd hase oa §2 30
OTHER A1'ZE'S AVAILABLE

New Audio Srontiors

Quality handbuiit ’
loudspeakers from Italy
High efficlency 92d8 to

94dB floor standing and
standmount
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www.soundspares.co.uk Unique Sound & Vision

. JVC digital reference allows you to enjoy a sound quality that is closest ever to that of
AUdIO grode Componenfs the original master. The AX-SD1 GD represents our idea of ‘no-interference energy
F o d d amplification’ to achieve the purest of pure sound. First, there's the independent
3-block construction separating the power amp, preamp and control section, to prevent
or ConSfrUCflon an Upg raaes even the slightest interference en, the signal paths are trimmed to the shortest

length possible, to keep signars contamination-irze. Finally, the extra thick power cable
enters the chassis through a hole in the bottom plate, directly running to the power
transformers, reducing power-relaied interferense. Parts and circuits, including

1 1 terminals on the rear panel are laid cut in total symmetry for the left and right channels,
ReSISfOfS/POfenflomeferS to ensure the sense of true stereo that gives substance to the music. Also, the three
point suspension provides an unshakable suppert to the entire unit.
Matched Valves
E' h B " PI @® Power output: 70W x 2 into 4 ohms at 1kMHz with 0.7% THD (IEC 268-3)
@® Advanced Super-A in push-pull configuration
iIchmann bu ef UgS ® Quality parts: Dual power transformers (one for plus, one for minus voltage), thick

OFC {Oxygen-Free Copper) power cable, low-leakage El-core power transtormer,

InferconneCfS/MOInS CObIeS copper-plated rear panel
F Staggered‘resonanc?:heai sinks witn tapered fins
Ultra phono stage MC and MM
HT/OUprf TrOnS ormers High oulput discrete phono equaliser amplifier
3-mode 'Presence’ contral
Gold-plated brass speaker terminas
System remote control

L] L]
Enhanced COMPU LINK Control System
UK DIStrIbUtor for RM-SASD1U Remote Control Unit {included)

With the AX-SD1 GD you will experienca sound auality
® like never before, simply out of this world!
JENSE, : e N
the best pure amplifier they have
ever made. s

Aluminium and Copper Foil Paper in Oil
Capacitors in stock

Inside view

Limited stock with five years warranty.

Free UK next day delivery for stock items

Tel 01245 450658
sales@soundspares.co.uk

For a demonstration of this unique product, please call
Unique Sound & Vision on 020 7272 0922.
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Letter of the Month

Visit our website at www.hi-fiworid. vk or
send your emalils to lettersohi-fiw
Lettrer of the month wins a pair of
Metals interconnects and one ye
subscription to Hi-FI World.

EVEN BETTER THAN THE REAL
THING?

I was disappointed that DP in his review of
the Townshend Maximums made no
mention of the most mysterious and
significant thing about them - the sonic
improvement they obtain from CD.This is
why people have bought them, as the
Townshend website makes clear. Could it
be too inconvenient a fact for the CD-
haters at Hi-Fi World? Surely you should
listen again to CD through systems with
supertweeters before telling us, as NK does
in his February column, that there has

been little improvement in CD players
since 1987.

In any case, this claim seems a little
overstated. My friend used to have a Sony
CDPX-338ES (1989), which was not too
far behind my own Arcam Alpha 8 (1996).
Then | moved on to an Alpha 9 (1998) - a
startling leap forward in just about every
way that matters. Then came the CD23t -
again, striking improvements in staging,
imaging and dynamics, even more
transparent than the 9, if a little lightweight
for my large orchestral tastes. My friend
acquired an AVI player which again was a
great improvement over his Sony. But quite
the biggest shock | got was with a Krell
Kav-300cd (1998) which in balanced
mode left the middle-market players | had
heard well behind in presence, scale,
staging, well everything! With the added
aaraction of being more natural and easier
ta listen to. The Alpha 9 doesn't get much
use with the Krell dlongside it

But a bigger problem for you is that
my touchstone for good sound is not
‘analogue’, but the real thing. | am a
regular orchestral concertgoer, most often
to the Philharmonic Hall in Liverpool plus
occasional visits to the Bridgewater. Sorry,
but CD doesn't disappoint me, even a few
hours after a concert. (The system by the
way: KAV-300 and Arcam Alpha 9 CD
piayers, Krell KRC-3 pre, MF X-A200
monoblocs, Harbeth Compact 7SEii with
those wonderful Townshend
Supertweeters).

So am | just crazy for cherishing my
CDs the way you do your LPs? But | know
other classical music lovers who feel the

same.You include some classical in your
listening, but | suspect it's not your daily
bread. It's very hard to tolerate LP surface

noise during a string quartet or a Bruckner
slow movement Even a little is way too
much! Tape hiss is okay because it's
constant Coughing in the auditorium is
sparse and softer than clicks. But LP noise
- unacceptable, even on an Oracle/ Koetsu
based system | heard a few years ago.
Some of us, especially lovers of large scale
orchestral music, do seem to find CD far
more rewarding than HFW writers.
Especially on more recent and high-end
CD players. Perhaps such machines are
simply too revealing of recording
inadequacies in rock and pop.

Jayne Lee Wilson

Hi Jayne - last things first. Is this a thinly
veiled polemic against "rock and pop",
or a letter in defence of Compact
Disc? You're on unsafe ground if the
former, as I'm certainly happy to admit
listening to "rock and pop",as you put
it The stuff | listen to is invariably of the
sixties and seventies variety, which was
recorded in analogue, mastered in
analogue and pressed on lathes with no
digital delay loop. | also listen to lots of
jazz. from the fifties to the nineties (and
beyond), which - of course - features
uncompressed acoustic instruments,
often recorded - in the case of
BlueNote stuff - with nothing more
than a crossed pair of cardoid
microphones running straight into a
tape recorder running at |5ips - more
than an adequate gauge of great live
sound, methinks.

Of course, classical music on vinyt
has the obvious drawback of having
lots of quiet passages, where any
surface noise present can be
distracting. But listening to my
Deutsche Grammophon LP pressing of
Karajan take on Beethoven's Pastoral
Symphony (a personal favourite) is for
me, far more satisfying than through
CD.Yes, there is the occasional random
surface imperfection, but the depth and
breadth of the soundstage. along with
the deliciousty seamless midband that
allows the strings to live and breathe,
more than makes up for it

As for "the CD haters at Hi-Fi
World", well | think that's a tad
mischievous on your part, wouldn't you
say..] If you're a regular reader, you'll

know we take great pains to explain
why CD isn't perfect,and why it
sounds the way it does.We speak
about CD critically, because we do not
accept it to be the reference standard
music carrier, as some other magazines
have done until very recently. But just
because we don't fawn over it, doesn't
mean we hate it Ve take great pains to
find kit we like, and show to get the
best from it, as this issue shows..We're
also very interested in your point
about the development (or otherwise)
of CD hardware over the years - and
feature a wide variety of classic kit
which we always compare to new stuff
- O Wit, our recent comparative review
of Meridian's 1985 MCD Pro with the
modern 507. If you read Ken Ishiwata's
interview last month ["Get The Balance
Right", June 2004}, you'll see a number
of technical reasons why CD has not
necessarily got better - the move from
BIMOS to CMOS, the loss of the swing
arm laser mech, the changing sonics of
digital filters and the adoption of
Bitstream DACs to name but a few.
Now I'm off my soapbox, I'd just
like to congratulate you on a brilliantly
balanced system (lack of turntable
notwithstanding), and concur with your
finding that the Townshend Maximums
do indeed work well with CD, right
down the audio band. It was down to
lack of page space that | didn't allude to

this, not some sinister plot.. In this job,
it's funny how many people interpret
the slightest nuance as a conspiracy - |
guess it's the sort who don't believe |
there was ever a moon landing in 1969,
or who really do think Diana was
assassinated by Her Majesty's Secret
Service.. DP

Townshend Maximum
supertweeter - for 'CD

haters' only?

177777,

wwrw.hi-fiworld.co.uk

JULY 2004 HI-FI WORLD

99



100

HI-FI WORLD JULY 2004

THERE (S)HE BLOWS

I was moved to write dfter reading Patrick
Cleasby's review of The La's because it
raises an important issue - sound qualtty. In
my opinion Lee Mavers - the
singer/songwriter of The La's - was right to
get so upset about the sound of his album.
He had some great songs, a fine band, and
a fabulous voice, which he wanted to get
on record the way music should sound, the
way it is heard when playing with a few
friends, but what he ended up instead with
was the usual Brit Pop sound - thin and
brittle.

If you listen to the Lost La's 1986-
1987 and compore ‘Son Of A Gun’ and
‘Doledrum’, which were recorded in an
attic, to the same tracks on The La's
album, recorded in a top studio with a very
expensive producer, the former recordings
just blow the latter away. Why? Because
they are real, warm, and natural.

Oasis have never sounded good to
me. | not a fan so | am probably not a fair
judge, but if there is any bass there | hardly
notice it, they sound as hi-fi to me as
someone hitting an old tin cigarette
ashtray. At the other extreme, there are
bands that record things so perfect that
they leave me bored, such as Dido.An
album called ‘69 Love Songs’ by the
Magnetic Fields is usually described as low-
fi, because their recordings are down to
earth and unpolished. But to me they are
hifi because they sound real and natural,
and void of all brittleness and harshness.

I have noticed many times over the
years how demos sound so much better
than the studio output Why does anyone
use such a top producer when the sound
they make is so obviously flawed? And do
these producers really like the sound they
make? Or is it make it spitting and nasty
so its cuts through everything else on the
radio. | don't know, I'm just trying to find a
reason for it

Things may be improving a bit
nowadays. | have noticed that some
modem rock bands are making, in my
opinion, some well recorded albums.The
new Electrelane album, The Power's Out’, is
blistering rock that leaves your hairs on
end and is not for the faint hearted, but
sounds fabulously fulsome with a nice fat
treble. And Homelife's 'Flying Wonders' -
Jjazz rock/ techno- is superbly realistic and
mellow, and yet, with a glistening clear
treble. I'm also hoping that SACD will also
do something for sound quality in the
future.

The La's album could have been one
of my favourites if Lee Mavers had got his
way; it's a real shame, | have to imagine
instead how could have sounded. Or
perhops one day | might buy Acid Pro and
try to remix it Or perhaps Lee will do an
‘Unplugged’ or something (fingers crassed )
- it's worth saving!

Kevin Blow

Kevin ~ | have to confess that | have
never been moved to get hold of The
Lost La's, but maybe | should. The
thing is that | never really went for
the recorded-on-a-ghetto-blaster feel
of something like ‘Over', and the
reason for this is that anybody who
has been bitten by the recording bug
always aspires to the "professional”
(whatever that may be).

The demo question is most
interesting — Mavers is not the only
person to find the process of
transferring whatever magic was in
their demos very fraught. If artists
don't lose sight of this, they often just
base their tracks on the demos
anyway.The professional recording
industry is not infallible and does go
up many blind alieys, from over-
enthusiasm for |ébit digital to the
current horrors of autotuning and the
removal of all real-life feel from the
musicians' (if there are any) playing.

I too hope that our enthusiasm
for high resolution somehow cross-
pollinates with the recording arena —
not everyone is going to go back to
analogue tape, but many artists and
engineers are only just upping their
game from [6bit and 44. IKHz! As
everything improves, we should
ultimately get more recordings with
the full power and realism you are
after — as long as there is still some
musical artistry left too. PC

TAPE TALK

Regarding your recent digital recorder
supertest, | feel that it is unfair to the
digital recorders that you pitched them
against the best in home analogue
recording (i.e. the Nakamichi ZX-9).The
digital recorders are only mid-priced
whilst the Nak is state-of-the-art. This
alone renders the comparison unequal. |
know the Nak is the best there is but its
price is a world of its own. ! did not want
to pay that kind of price partly because |
was starting in life then and funds were
tight

There is another side to the saga of
cassette recording. Even if | did buy the
Nak and I got good recordings (at least
when fresh), do they last? | have used a
few humbler recorders including the Sony
Walkman Pro (recommended by the late
Mr Vereker). | know what a good recorder
can do. However, play a fresh recording
several times and you can hear a
degradation at each play. | have made
some good recordings from my Linn
LP12 and a year later it sounds as if |
had used a Basik arm and cartridge
instead of my Ittok/ Asak combo.

I know that these are observations
with Sony, JVC, TEAC and Marantz decks
(some were borrowed) and not with the
top-of-the-line Nak. (Another friend had a
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Nak 500 but it was a base model. |
thought its sound was only par for
course.) However there is no guarantee
that there wont be signal degradation
dfter a year or a decade of archiving
even if | had the Nak.The other thing
about cassette recordings is their
"phasiness” especially with poorer
recorders but audible even with mid
priced machines. | am very irritated by
these interchannel phase shifts and
speed instabilities.

For these reasons | did not get the
Nak but now that | am more financially
capable the machine is not in production
(I don't think | want to buy second hand
as | am not sure there is proper local
service support) | feel that your
Supertest comparison should have been
with a cassette recorder more equivalent
to the digital recorders' prices. Such a
recorder may show a pair of heels to the
digital recorders still. Then we know that
it is more likely the format and not the
recorder quality that determines the
fidelity available.

S PTan

Fair point, but as | said in the
preamble, | wanted to see if the latest
digital recorders had actually raised
the game compared to ye olde
analogue tape.The Nakamichi was
simply used as an exemplar of
domestic analogue at its best - a
absolute benchmark by which to
judge the others, and not a What Hi-
Fi style 'we say what's best at the
price’ type buying guide participant.
Frankly | hadn't expected the Nak to
whip the others so decisively. I'd
expected it to be a little softer and
sweeter - which it was - but hadn't
bargained on its tremendous grip,
dynamics and punch. For me, the
supertest showed that digital
recorders are convenient and cheap,
but they weren't any better than
analogue - as they so often like to
pretend - in sonic terms. Once again,
the piece rather debunked ‘the myth
of progress' in hi-fi.. DP

NAIM OF THE GAME

An impending house-move has presented
me with an unexpected upgrade
opportunity, and | would welcome some
advicel ideasicomments. Current system
is LP12/OL-modified RB250/DNM Recal
Lingo/ Trampolin/ Cirkus with Naim
92/90 and World Audio KLS3 speakers.
Following successful experiments with
previous speakers, | have mounted the
crassovers on the exterior of the
cabinets. Speakers are bi-wired with
mixture of Naim and Linn, with cable
runs being around 7m each due to
equipment-sitting constraints in previous
house. I note that Naim stipulate a



minimum cable length of 3.5m or so, and
have thus left the length as is to
compensate for bi-wiring. Other stuff is a
Marantz ST-50L tuner with budget CD
player and cassette deck as peripheral
sources.

My listening is split 50-50 between
records and radio, with tastes being
general rock and acoustic. Most of my
listening is late at night and at low
volumes, but this reveals channel
imbalance on the pre-<amp due to the
efficiency of the speakers (the amp has
been checked by Naim and found to be
okay). | am happy with the general sound,
so am really looking for better low-level
performance.A short-term loan of a 72
preamp went a long way toward solving
the imbalance problem, and introduced
better low-frequency definition. It didn't
have a phono stage, though, so couldn't
tell much else.

A local dealer has suggested
changing the 92 for a 112 with
freestanding Naim phono stage, or
alternatively getting rid of the 90 and
replacing with a valve power amp and
Flat Cap. My experiences of valve are
confined to the loan of an EAR834 phono
stage which when used with my old Cyrus
2 amp made Nick Drake sound great
and Bob Marley sound half-asleep (not so
great). | had thought of a Naim tuner, but
£700+ for a NATOS would not leave a
lot for amp. improvements.

I am fairly happy to buy second-
hand, and would also consider a kit
purchase providing this was simple (I can
manage simple soldering and can find
plenty of rubber gloves in the local shops,
but would be at a loss if anything failed
to work first time). | don't have any real
preference for either valve or solid state
(looks apart). My budget is around
£1,000 plus proceeds from any
redundant equipment. Thoughts?
Andrew Ketley

Interesting. You like the sound of valves
in theory, but find it patchy in practice.
Methinks this is because the EAR834P
phono stage is very much a euphonic
sounding valve product, and not
universally applicable, especially to
someone into Naim gear! Given that
your speakers are superb - and
designed, first and foremost, to work
with valves (thanks to their high
efficiency and easy load) - and your
front end is also excellent, I'd say it's
the Naims that aren't giving you quite
what you want. But then again, you
don’t want something that strays too
far from that characteristically tight
and fast Naim sound. So... I'd
recommend an Audio Research VSi55
integrated tube amplifier. Now | know
it costs £2,800 or thereabouts - hardy
within your budget, but it's the only
way you can go. Bigger and better

Naim amps will bring more impressive
sound at high levels, but won't really
assuage your low level listening
malaise...

You need a slight change of track -
and valves offer this - but most valve
amps will leave Naim fans completely
underwhelmed. That's why the Audio
Research is perfect for the job. It's
brilliantly fast and lithe, yet altogether
smoother, richer and more beguiling
than your existing amplifiers. This will
be especially obvious at low levels,
where you'll find it has ease and flow -
not to mention a nicer tonality - that
the Naims lack. So - self the Naims
(you'll get a great price for them -
they have superb residuals) and start
feeding the piggy back - it will take less
time than you think! You'll need a
good phono stage too,and the
Trichord Dino at £299 will do nicely,
thank you very much, This done, you'll
have a brilliantly matched system thats
especially able with the sort of music
you like and still sonically very much
up your street. DP

ONE OF MY BETTER DECISIONS...
For my 2 st birthday (1981) | was
fortunate to get £600 worth of hi-fi. The
choice then was a rack system - alf
flashing lights and poor sound quality or
separates. Fortunately | found a local
dedaler in Bristol and after listening to
some combinations and some extensive
magazine reading settled on a Linn
Sondek LP12 with LVX Basik arm and
Audio Technica MM cartridge. With this |
bought a NAD 3020 amp and KEF
Celeste 1V speakers. This was one of my
better decisions in life and started an
ongoing interest in hi-fi and listening to
music.

However, over the years, various
needs, wants and particularly family have
meant upgrading from my original set up
has been infrequent. Currently | still have
the original system but the LPI2 has had
the addition of the Cirkus kit and a Lingo
power supply and some services over the
years.The arm is still the LVX but now
with a £40 Ortofon MM cartridge. In the
mid 1980s | bought a Grant/ Lumley
valve power amp and use this with the
pre-amp stage from the NAD.The
speakers are as above and | do have a
very cheap CD player as well.

At long last I'm in a position to move
towards the system I've been wanting for
years. Unfortunately I'll have to do this in
two or three steps or compromise more
than | wish on choices. | still play a lot of
vinyl so the turntable is important to me.
Having spent money on the LP12 | intend
to keep it, but realise an arm and
cartridge upgrade will be the order of the
day.As you can guess over twenty three
years you rightly or wrongly start to form
some opinions/ prejudices. | have dreamt
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for years of owning a Koetsu Red MC
cartridge. Will this suit/ work with the
LVX? On amps | heard the Krell 400xi
the other day and was very impressed. |
did however hear it with a CD source and
through Martin Logan speakers so I'm
not sure how much was down to the
amp? Also | redlise there's no phono stage
with this amp so any thoughts in this
area? On speakers | have no fixed view
other than from a size and room
positioning point of view 'l need stand
mounts.

Finally I'll need to look at a new CD
player (or SACD?) and consider
interconnects, speaker cables and a stand
to mount all on my carpeted solid floor. |
don't know if it makes a lot of difference
but ! listen to a wide range of contem-
porary music - rock, acoustic, pop, folk
and reggae. Bass matters but truthfully |
want to get as close to the original music
laid down as possible. Any suggestions on
any of the above would be most helpful,
particularly a suggestion as to how and
where to start. [ fully intend to audition
products before buying but as | pointed
out with my brief listening to the Krell it'll
be difficult to entirely replicate my current
set up and more importantly the set up
I'm trying to finally achieve.

Nick Parker

Hmmm... | don't like queries like these
because you've not really clued me up
on your budget, timescale, room size,
etc. But given that you still have your
original speakers and arm, these are
the obvious starting points. | could
write a thesis on tonearm choice
alone, but assuming you like your Linn
LP12 - and why not - then I'd counsel
either a Linn Ekos or Naim ARO as a
starting point. Now | know the Ekos
didn't do brilliantly in our recent arm
supertest, but we were using an Origin
Live deck for that. With a Sondek, you
can be assured that the Ekos will
perform superbly - and match a
Koetsu well, to boot! The ARO is
probably less suitable here, given your
choice of valves, as it may sound a tad
soft, and require headshell drilling to
accommodate the geometry of the
KR. So... start with an Ekos.

Next, speakers. Oh boy - stand
mounters with a valve amplifier?
Actually, what you need is a compact
floorstander with no bass boom, that
works well with tubes. Answer: Martin
Logan Clarity (£2,895). Electrostatics
generally sing with tubes - if you don't
want high sound pressure levels - and
these are superb. They have a light and
well damped bass, but stunning
midband and good treble too. If these
are too expensive, then Elac's FS$207.2
is the automatic choice at £995 -
these have a tight bass (if you use both
port bungs) and work very well in
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small rooms. But they also have great
incision and dimensionality,and a
treble that's probably even better
than the MLs!

CD player? If you can't find a
Musical Fidelity TriVista SACD
(£3,995), then I'd suggest a Marantz
SA-17S1 (£1,400).This is an
extremely beguiling and musical CD
spinner, that does SACD brilliantly - in
Ken Ishiwata's opinion it's better than
the fabled SA-1, although I'm not sure
I'd concur - and as such an ideal
partner to your LP12.Thus equipped,
you'll have a digital and an analogue
source with a lot in common, which
makes amplifier choice easier.You'll
have to decide whether you want to
go transistor or tube. Me, I'd suggest
you hold fire until you've made the
aforementioned changes... but you
should think along the lines of the
Audio Research VSi55 tube amp
(£2,895) or the forthcoming Musical
Fidelity KW500 (£3,995 - watch this
space for a review) which puts out
half a kilowatt into 8 ohms, and
should have a nicely sweet and open
transistor sound if its predecessor is
anything to go by. Come back to me
on this one when you're ready!
Phonostage! I'd still say the Trichord
Delphini NC (£1,200) is the one to
have at the price. "Bon voyage"... DP

THORENS AND BEYOND

I was very interested in the letter from
Garnet about the Thorens TD160. | have
owned one of these from new and have
always enjoyed it despite its somewhat
crazy speed selector! Mine has a SME
3009 fixed with an Ortofon VMS20E Ii
and all told it wasn't bad but bass was a
little thin. | decided to make some
changes to bring it up to date. As you
may recall from my last letter everything
has become significantly heavier! The
platter is now a three part screwed
together sandwich to stop it ringing with
a conductive foam infill so it is as dead
as it can be. Matt is Chamois leather.
Plinth is completely remade being two
layers of standard chipboard kitchen
worktop as the base with a top layer of
beech block (lkea worktop) cut out to
allow for the mechanics. The surround is
made from what | thought was utilie
wood but it tums out to be rather more
like massaranduba. At least it is
extremely hard and tough! The deck is
damped to the plinth by compressing
high density foam directly between the
plinth bottom and the deck top plate
wherever there is space for it. It needs
very good screws to pull this down hard!
The bearing has been packed with
copper anti seize paste and a thick
molybdenum grease and the belt
shortened by about Iem.There is a

picture on my website.

Even with the original cartridge it
sounds so much better. There is bass,
there is less noise, probably because the
platter doesn't resonate, and its oh so
smooth! Clicks and pops from damaged
disks don't sound so fierce again,
probably because the platter is so dead. |
intend to find a better way of mounting
the SME that is more resilient and
further damping the structure it sits on,
upgrade the cartridge to initially aV15 Ilf
or IV (cause they are cheap second-
hand) until | can afford the latest Shure
model and remount the motor so that it
transfers less of its energy to the deck
plate. | have found no advantage to
changing the springs or the damping
materials after this work. This changes
the turntable so drastically that the small
change with the springs is all but
inaudible.

The LX5 issue should be understood
by anyone who has ever worked on a
loudspeaker. The driver and cabinet have
to work in synergy. Sure you can change
drivers to your heart's content but
without careful retuning it is very unlikely
that you will ever get what you expect
just by swapping the drivers. | have made
and modified dozens of pairs of speakers
including the dreaded "white van man
Acoustic Reference 3311" It is all about
getting the cab tuned right, the crossover
parameters moulded into the drivers and
of course running the whole lot in for
about three weeks. If anon would like to
get in touch with me via email perhaps |
can offer some clues! Usually
loudspeaker designs are a compromise
but some just couldn't be any better
without either doubling the price or
doubling the size. It's really down to what
you want. My web site is:
httpl/:groups.msn.com/ Artandwork.
Anyone fancy a chat on these sort of
things feel free to drop me a line at:
dave_london@hotmail.com!

Dave

Interesting. | think the TD160 is a
superb sounding deck - or can be.
Now | know the Thorens cognoscenti
will be tut-tutting, and swearing blind
that the TD 124 was the only proper
thing ever to emerge from the
factory, but the 160 is essentially a
tweaked 150, which itself formed the
blueprint for the first generation of
super-decks - Linn LP12, Dunlop
Systemdek, STD305M, Ariston RDI IS,
et al. A well designed intra-skeletal
independently sprung subchassis belt
drive has much to recommend it. The
only downsides are the interaction of
the plinth - which ushered in the exo-
skeletal Michell GyroDec in 1980,
heralding the new age of turntables.
While this latter, modern generation
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of decks sounds very tight and
explicit, the Thorens TD160 and its ilk
do a have a lovely, smooth, lilting
nature which |, for one, adore.As you
show - re-engineering all the deck's
cost-cutting compromises out (which
is essentially what Linn did with the
Sondek), yields an altogether more
immersive and involving listen, but still
avoids the ‘Swiss watch precision’ of
modern designs - which some
analogue addicts simply don't crave.
DP

AND SO TO THE DUMP?

My system comprises active Linn Kabers
tri-amped by three Myryad 120 power
amplifiers and preamplifier, Michell Orb
turntable, Zeta tonearm, Koetsu Black
and an EAR 834P phonostage. Two
problems - first, the Myryad T20 CD
player sounds quite over the top
compared to vinyl, so I'd like to upgrade
it for around £1,000. Second, I've had an
accident with the Zeta arm - can | get it
rewired, or should | just dump it and get
an SME?

Martin Jacobsfield

Hi Martin. First, as your CD player is
still a perfectly fine sounding unit -
albeit not a patch on the Orbe, of
course, then you could do far worse
than retaining it (especially as it's a
visual match for your amps) and
buying a Musical Fidelity Tri-Vista 21|
DAC (£1,200). This adds genuine
warmth and space to any good mid-
price CD spinner, and would raise
your digital game enough to make it
worthy second to your vinyl source.
Second, the Zeta is a cult arm, and
well worth rewiring. Give Mark Baker
at Origin Live a call - he should be
able to advise as to whether it's
worth rewiring (i.e. whether the rest
of the arm is still in good condition). If
not, you've got a choice between the
SME Series IV and Origin Live
Nustrious. Both are superb, although
the SME lends towards the analytical
and the OL toward the beguiling. Your
Zeta is more in the SME camp, and
not far behind although its bass is
softer and looser. Given your front
end, I'd plump for the SME, but should
you ever feel the need to switch to a
Trichord Delphini NC phonostage
(£1,200), all that extra detail and
depth would match the warmer,
sweeter strains of the OL.Your call. DP

LIFE IN THE FAST LANE

My Rega Planar 3/ Musical Fidelity X-LP
always used to trounce my Arcam 8SE
CD when powered by an Arcam Alpha 5
amplifier. After buying a Naim Nait 5/
Flatcap2/ Stageline amplifier this is not
now so clear cut. The rhythmic 8SE



seems to suit the Naim gear, while the
Rega suffers with some recordings.To an
extent | think it's a case of getting closer
to the recording, even if it's not well
produced, but | still feel the turntable
needs changing now.Any suggestions?
Budget up to about a grand and | am
partial to second-hand if necessary. Oh
and speakers too; | have Rega Kytes but
now they live in @ much bigger room than
initially planned. Floorstanders do you
think?

Mark

Your lovely new Naim Nait 5 is giving
a greater insight into recordings, warts
and all. The Rega Planar 3 is a superb
turntable at the price (the best,
methinks), but can sound a little out of
its depth if not carefully fettled and
matched with superb cartridge when
used with better ancillaries. To wit, you
can either spend £300 on an Ortofon
MC25E for its RB300 tonearm, and
get an Audiophile Furniture BASE
SPO| subtable, or just go straight to a
new Michell GyroDec SE for about
£1,000 with your existing Rega arm.
Now | know that many readers have
just lost the will to live reading my
recommendation of the Gyro
("shurely shome mishtake?", etc.), but
it remains the best at the price by a
country mile. It will inject tremendous
depth and detail into your system,
along with a very tightly defined and
highly ‘architectural' soundstage. The
Rega will sound thin, wiry and wobbly
by comparison, bless it - and the
Arcam CDB8SE will have well and truly
met its match, sounding compressec
and two dimensional. As for your
speakers, the Elac FS207.2s are the
automatic choice with your system -
sweet yet tight and detailed, they'd be
a perfect match for your dry sounding
amplifier. If you want an overtly warm
and full sound though, the Castle
Conways are superb - they're bigger
and more physical, although you'll find
they're rhythmically less able. Either
way, a Michell Gyro/ Naim Nait 5/ Elac
or Castle system is probably the best
way to spend £3,000 on hi-fi right
now. Next step after your speakers -
get your Rega arm OL modded and a
Goldring G 1042 cartridge for £300, or
splash another £1,000 or so ona
Michell TecnoArm a and Ortofon
Kontrapunkt ¢ and you'll well and truly
be entering the fast lane.

DP

BACK TO THE BOOTER

Following various comments in HFW
regarding the sound quality of early
multibit CD players, | recently had the
opportunity to find out for myself. With a
bit of negotiation at a recent car boot
sale | purchased a tatty looking Philips

CD380 for £5, and after a thorough
cleaning, inside and out, found the sound
qudlity very pleasing especially when
connected to my recently constructed
WAD KEL84 amplifier. In comparison to
my Pioneer 839 playerirecorder, it was
wilder and less refined. What has really
surprised me however has been the
ability of the CD380 to happily play any
CD-RW [ have tried in it! Why is this?
The cassette medium has always
amazed me by how good it can be and
can still provide strong competition for
many new formats.Three of my best
equipment bargains have been, one of the
last Nakamichi DR10 units from Richer
Sounds, a Technics SLI SOMklI turntable,
complete with SME 3009 Il arm for just
£60 at a Tonbridge Audio Fair together
with a Garrard 401, purchased a few
years back for £35. | will be refurbishing
this unit over the coming months. Finally, |
have just bought (new!) a Sony MDS 980
MiniDisc recorder mainly for editing and
time-shift use, even on MDLP2 the
following appears to hold- FM + MD>
DAB.
Bill Dudman

Hi Bill - | too was amazed to see my
first generation 1983 Marantz CD73
playing CD-Rs (of both audio and data
varieties) - this was made five years
before the recordable disc was
invented! | suspect it's a case of the
particular type of laser used in the
earty Philips CDM-series swing arm
mechs (as fitted to all Philips and
Marantz machines from Year Zero)
having excellent optics, well able to
read difficult discs. The early Japanese
machines, however, used different
(often Sony-based) transports
altogether.You're right, most people
have forgotten - or never realised in
the first place - just how good
cassette can sound.Almost all of it
was poor-to-middling, but high end
Japanese decks of all varieties
(especially Nakamichi, of course) could
get stunning sound from this format.
This is most obvious when you make
a cassette copy of an LP - thus keeping
everything in the analogue domain.
There is air and space and sweetness
that even DAT can only dream of! MD
can be a good sounding format,
although I'd avoid MD LP like the
plague - this is Sony's rather half-
hearted attempt to keep up with MP3,
and reeks of an ill-conceived
corporate compromise.

DP

SPLENDID ISOLATION

There are many benefits living as | do in
Cornwall, such as my nearest neighbour
being over half a mile away. | can
therefore drive my hi-fi without fear of
upsetting others.The downside of this
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isolation is the lack of diverse hi-fi dealers
where | can hear equipment in action
and arrange for any home tests prior to
purchase. Hence, all of my purchases are
made via phone or the Internet and
delivered by courier.Your help would be
greatly appreciated in recommendation of
suitable floorstanding loud speakers to
meet my requirements. | live in a 350
year old cottage of cob and stone
construction with walls over two feet
thick. The listening room is 28 x 12 feet,
with a wooded floor and exposed beam
ceiling. | have a budget of around £1,000
but could exceed this if the extra expense
would be justified.

My present set-up consists of a WAD
300 PSE monobloc amplifier with WAD
Series Il modular pre-amp kit, Michell
GyroDec SE,TecnoArm a and a
Dynavector DV20X-L cartridge.The CD
spinner is a Njoe Tjoeb Valve Reference
model from AH! | had thought that
perhaps the Castle Conway 3s might be
the answer, but was informed that they
might not be sensitive enough with the
amp output only being 20W into an 8
ohm load. | have a varied musical taste,
which includes trad jozz, R&B and
country and westemn. | wish the speaker
output to be open and true and do not
want accentuated bass or false coloration.
| appreciate that there is no substitute to
'suck it and see' but will be happy with a
‘best guess' from you in order for me to
make a purchase of likely suitable
speaker units.

E L Vant

I'd be wary about the Castle Conway
llls, not because of the amplifier
power issue - which is an issue,
although shouldn't in practice hinder
things unless you listen at very high
levels - but because you said you don't
like accentuated bass, which is
precisely what the Castles do have. It's
very nicely accentuated, but it's there
all the same and if this doesn't suit
your tastes then you may not get on
with them. | think they'd be the
automatic recommendation for
anyone with a thinner sounding
system, but as yours is already well
balanced then you need some neutral
transducers. Enter Revoiver R45s
(£899) - these are very efficient (and
should really blast even with your PSE)
but also neutral all the way up the
audio band. They're a rousing listen, yet
sweet and smooth with it - and the
automatic choice for your system. DP

TIP FOR THE TOP

I would like to share a tip for vinyl lovers
like me with limited budgets. Linn no
longer supply replacement stylii for the
Linn K18 cartridge.As a result there are
a lot of used examples around at rock
bottom prices.The K18 (like the K9 and
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K5) was a development of the Audio
Technica AT9S series, but with modified
bodywork which makes the stylii non-
interchangeable. | have discovered that
trimming the entire front section off an
AT95 stylus_mount makes it fit just fine.
I used a sharp knife blade heated in a
flame to slice cleanly through the plastic.
It's a two minute job - although one that
needs a steady hand. Obviously you lose
the benefit of the KI8's bolt-in stylus
securing assembly, but the loss seems
minimal. And we're talking really cheap -
I got mine on-line for £15. Availability isn't
an issue, as the AT9S is still a current
model. So what does it sound like? Well,
for a start, not much like the original
K18.That had an edgy and insecure
feeling that made it hard to relax with. To
my mind, he KI9/AT95 hybrid is actually
better - far smoother, stable and assured.
It is also a lot less detailed, but it is highly
listenable; very pleasant, and really
meaty. Certainly it's a country mile
better than a complete AT95 cartridge.
The only real downside is the odd
appearance. So there you have it classy
cartridge given a new lease of life for just
£15!

Andrew Jones

MY TWO CENTS

Just a quick email to say how much |
agree with your comments on old CD
player. I purchased a Cal Tempest 2SE
two years ago which came out in 1989.
It wipes the floor with every other CD
I've ever heard. | have the first Sony
SACD spinner, which is a classic in its
own right, but the Cal is in a different
class at 16/44.1 was also interested in
your review of the Sennheiser 650s. Are
you aware of the Sony R10Wooden
Headphone? It originally came out in
1989. Not many people know, but they
still make it on special order in Japan. It
makes the Sennheiser and every other
dynamic headphone sound ordinary - the
downside it that it costs over £2,000.
Keep up the good work!

Andy Browning

Hi Andy - yes, I'd seen and heard the
Sony RI0, back when | was living in
Japan.The fact that the ear speaker
casings were made of wood seemed
quite incredible at the time! They're
amazingly detailed and smooth, but |
have to say a tad dry in the great
Japanese high end tradition. | never
realised they were still available to
special order, even now.They used to
sell hundreds of them through my
fave Tokyo electronics emporium,
Yodobashi Kamera. | remember the
glamorous packaging, and the price
tag which back in 1990 was about
200,000 Yen (about £800 at the time).
Cheers, DP.

PUMP UP THE VOLUME

My question concerns the new Musical
Fidelity X-150 integrated amplifier. | am
currently running the old MF X-A2
integrated alongside an X-Ray CD player
and various speakers, from Spendor BC-
Is to the smaller Advents and it all
sounds fine. But a gentlemen offered to
sell me the new X-150 for $850 brand
new in a box here in the States. | know
you're thinking what a bargain! How
much more performance would | be
getting from the new one compared to
the old one - as they are both rated at
75 watts, albeit the new one is producing
50 amps of peak current compared to
14 amps for the X-A2. How much
difference does a higher peak current
make in sound quality if any at all? Is
there value here or is this some sort of
snake oil, like $1500 cables offering
better sound quality?

Oz,

Chicago, lllinois, USA

No, it's not snake oil. Current driving
ability could be viewed in a similar way
to that of torque in an auto engine.
For instance, the new Yamaha R6
motorcycle makes something like
90BHP at the back wheel, whereas the
BMW F650 makes half that, but at
realistic speeds, the latter feels no
slower because of its near identical
torque figure. This,and current driving
ability, is what people actually perceive
as 'power’ more than BHP or Watts
per channel, which simply describe the
maximum a motor or an amplifier can
make in extremis. Current driving
ability is essential for a strong,
commanding bass and impressive
dynamics. It means the amplifier
doesn't run out of steam at high
volumes, or start going wobbly with
difficult speakers. If you want a great
example of a high current, low power
amplifier, listen to NAD's original 3020
(1979). It was rated at 20W into 8
ohms, but gave nearly twice that as the
impedance halved, and then nearly
twice that as the impedance halved
again. Result: grippy, punchy and
confident sounding, despite its meagre
20W! The previous X-A2 wasn't bad in
this respect, having enough grunt to
drive my Yamaha NS|000Ms for
example, but it didn't have an iron grip
in the way that, say, the old XA-200
monobiocks had, The new X-150 gets
closer to this, with lots more control
into tough loads at high levels. At low
levels, you'll hear a stronger and better
defined bass, but whether this
warrants swapping amplifiers is
another story. If it’s a good deal and
you can sell your old amp for nearly as
much, then yes, but otherwise, I'd
probably spend the cash on music! DP
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FINE CERAMICS?

I suspect many HFW readers would be
familiar with the two rules of thumb
applicable to high fidelity audio. Firstly,
newer does not necessarily equate to
better. Secondly (and this follows from
the first rule), changes in technology
frequently alter the character of sound
rather than providing outright
improvements in quality. Like many
others, | have learned these lessons over
many long years, with many pieces of
equipment bought and sold, leading up
to the present day where | choose to
listen to a mix of technologies, including
components rapidly approaching 40
years in age.

These lessons in hi-fi have provided
some joy in reading old issues of hi-fi
magazines, precisely because they offer
an opportunity to compare hi-fi ‘truths’
from each decade and gain some much
needed perspective on the rhetoric we
hear today. Recently, prompted by the
May 1967 issue of Electronics Australia, |
started thinking about the ceramic pick
up cartridge, and the reasons for its
demise. | quote:

"[Ceramic pickups are] inherently
amplitude sensitive - in other words, they
deliver a signal voltage which is propor-
tional to the amount of groove
displacement. Since the present-day RIAA
recording characteristic produces a
groove which deviates by approximately
the same amount at all frequencies for a
given input signal, a ceramic pickup
produces an approximately level output,
without external frequency compen-
sation. This combination of relatively high
output and relatively level frequency
response means that the associated
amplifier need provide only modest gain
and no special order frequency compen-
sation.”

Although the article goes on to extol
the virtues of the moving magnet, | was
left wondering whether the inherent
qualities of the old ceramic cartridge had
been fully exploited before its demise.
Had it died premature death, perhaps
the kind of death promised vinyl in the
early nineties?

It is true that the moving magnet
posed the ceramic cartridge a significant
threat in the 1960s; the Shure V-15 in
particular must have altered the high
fidelity landscape quite dramatically. But |
would suggest that were it not for other
technological developments, namely the
solid state circuit, the moving magnet
may have remained a niche product for
many years (in much the same way as
the moving coil continues to be a niche
product).

In the 50s and 60s providing the
extra amplification and filtering
necessary for a moving magnet pickup
was a potentially complex and costly



proposition, particularly for the DIY
hobbyist The necessary gain could be
achieved with a pentode like the EF 86,
but at the cost of noise. Lower noise
triode phono stages were available, but
they incurred additional cost and
complexity. The transistor changed this
situation significantly: not only could a low
voltage transistorised phono stage be
slotted into an amp for relatively little
cost, it also involved, at least in theory,
lower noise in operation.At this time a
number of hi-fi manufacturers made
*hybrid' amplifiers (such as the Sansui
1000a) incorporating transistor phono
stages within their tube designs. By the
early seventies, when solid state had well
and truly won market share, the transistor
phono stage was

standard even in the most budget
amplifiers - not surprisingly, the need for a
ceramic cartridge was dispensed with at
this time.

This leads me back to my original
question- was the demise of the ceramic
cartridge premature? Or to put the
question another way: what would a high
fidelity ceramic pickup look like today?
Although the 60s ceramic cartridge had
evolved substantially from its crystal
forebear, it never had the benefit of the
immense technological improvements that
today's moving magnet has inherited over
the past 40 years. If the ceramic pickup
were around today, | suspect armed with
more recent innovations (e.g. boron
cantilevers, nude polished styli rigid bodies
etc.) that this would in all probability be
a very interesting beast indeed.

In particular, | wonder if dispensing
with additional phono amplification and
RIAA fiering (i.e. because of the
ceramic's approximately flat response,
and nearly line level output) would offer
any unique insights into the record
groove. Perhaps, we could speculate, this
would provide a more 'direct’ sound in
much the same manner as a decent
single-ended? Sure, there would be
inherent problems (e.g. only ‘approxi-
mately' flat output) but this is after all the
third hi-fi rule of thumb: namely, every
technological development, no matter how
good, has its own inherent limitations.
Dinesh Wadiwel
Australia

A fundamental weakness of ceramic
cartridges was that the piezo-electric
element needed to be flexed to
generate output and, being stiff, it
resulted in a cartridge with low
compliance and poor low frequency
tracking ability. To counteract this, in as
far as it was possible to do so, tracking
force was usually high, in the order of
2-6gms, which of course leads to
groove wear, etc. Whilst it was
possible to squeeze a reasonable
performance from a ceramic cartridge

by standards of the time, using
Garrard and BSR autochangers, it isn't
what we'd be very happy with today.
To make a ceramic work well proved
nigh on impossible; it remained a
budget solution suited only for groove
chewing record players.'m not sure
we could do any better today with
ceramic generators. There was no
shortage of effort and innovation at
the heyday of the LP, in the late 1970s,
with pickup cartridges, but no one
bothered trying to take crystal or
ceramic types any further. Tracking
was poor and distortion high. That
they were amplitude sensitive is little
recompense, especially since the RIAA
equalization curve is not a perfect
constant amplitude characteristic.
Sorry, but | see no parallel with Single-
Ended working in this case. Not all
oldies are golden. NK

MORE RERIAL VIEWS

I am in the process of assembling a
complete system of the highest fidelity, so
as radio is important to me | have
invested in a TAGMcLaren tuner plus the
DAB option with an eye to the future.
Keen to do justice to my extravagance,
and as a direct result of reading your
article 'Aerial Views' [Hi-Fi World, August
2003] | purchased a Maxview DAB
aerial kit from Maplins in Brighton - only
to find that it was rated at 75 ohms
impedance, not the 50 ohms you state is
the standard for DAB.

In an effort to clarify the situation |
contacted TAG who confirmed they
specified 50 ohms, but added 75 ohms
might work. | contacted Maplins next
("Sorry mate, every DAB aerial we have
supplied has been 75 ohms"), then
looked on the BBC DAB website but alas
there was no information. Maxview, once |
had got through their virtually impene-
trable phone system, said they'd only ever
made 75 ohm aerials.Various aerial
erectors contacted through the yellow
pages all unanimously stated that they
had only encountered 75 ohm aerials for
DAB. So what hope have we with this
new service?

Can you tell me why you mention
Maxview in your article, implying they
comply with the standard when they
never have, and explain why the DAB
standard specifies one thing, while the
aerial industry seems intent on installing
entirely unsuitable equipment? Lastly, who
does supply 50 ohm aerials? Your help
would be greatly appreciated!

Nick Cheyney

This is an obscure problem to which |
can get no definitive answer. | am told
by a DAB design engineer of some
repute that early DAB standards,
which originated in Germany, specified
aerial impedance as 50chms. It has
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now been re-specified as 75ohms for
domestic installations, whilst car units
and aerials remain 50ohms. Tag
McLaren, having strong European links,
adhered to the original standard and
insisted to me that 50ohms was
correct when | researched the article
you refer to. | could get no definitive
answer from UK aerial manufacturers,
nor the BBC. Digital is so hideously
complex, issues like this tend to get
pushed aside it seems.As far as | am
aware 50ohm aerials are not
commonly available in the UK,
although common in Germany. There
is a small loss of a few dB with a
mismatched 750hm design and likely a
small amount of reflection in the
cable. However, this doesn't usually
cause problems. NK

FELINE GROOVY - THE SEQUEL

I don't know if this image will do anything
for your cause.They are of our old family
moggy, Rufus, from through the bottom
pane of the back door... Please give my
regards to Dominic Todd. Fifteen years
ago he was busy selling hi-fi here in
Scarborough.

Gordon E Smith

Rufus pondering -the difference

between EL84s and 6L6s...

FELINE GROOVY - AND MORE

We very much enjoyed the letter of the
month 'Feline, Groovy' from Adam
Stanhope (and indeed DP's response) in
your May issue... We too use cats
extensively in the development of all of
our products and attached you will find a
picture of our oldest member of staff, Mr.
Black, who has now sadly passed away .
He could often be found in the demo
room applying the fine adjustments to the
turntable....

Catligula ond Spartapuss

turntable levelling...

Mr Black carefully recalibrating the
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market

specialist products and services

Sound Investment

*High quality aluminium construction.
*Finishes avoilable ta your choice.
*Fully adjustable 6mm glass shelving.
*Sound isclation on shelving/feet.
*Custom created to suit your system.
*Free delivery throughout the UK.

If you have invested expertise and
money in building up @ sound system
fo your own unique specifications,
then why compromise with indifferent
housing units?

Fi-Rax offers a new dimension in

Fi-Rax - a sound investment for those
who want the best from their
equipment.

audio visual racking - from a range
of standard designs to the flexibility
to custom create a unit to suit your
particulor sound system and lifestyle.

Audio Visual Fumniture

For further information or a free brachure contact:JEM Distribution
Springfield Mills, Spa Street, Ossett Waokefield WF5 OHW.
Tel: 01924 277626 Fax: 01924 270759
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Used equipment for sale Speakers *NOwWwW DEMONSTRAT'NG'
Amplitiers ATC SCM 10 Active 10 ex dem new £1750 . |
Audiolab LX integrated amp boxed as new £295  ATC Active 20s ex dem new £2700 The Fantastic EAR 890 and 899 70 watt per channel Class
Audlonsle M1 V%vle Pre é\énp with Phono %age 30 £395  ATC SCM 10's Walnut finish
Audio Research Classic 60 - trade in your Classic . F i A 9 P 3 HYH =
Tor tH0S far superlor Power Amp y £1595 "w“h valvestsoxed e ingiSee great A amplification (SPEC’A’. offer trade in your existing ampli-
Beam Echo Avantic monoblocs re-issue supart A . .
attenton to detail new £3600 £1405) (B02ChomIB loudspeakers xioem fication for full market value against any EAR products.
c nt Amp 3i €3 Dynaudio Contour 1.3 with stands boxed
yrus Integrated Amp 3i boxed mint 50 Colestion Ditton 44 3 way speaker
e Bogannced factiise £330 Cynus CLSS0 speakers ATC SCM 7,12, & 35 SPEAKERS PROBABLY THE FINEST SPEAKERS
Concordant Excelsior pre amplifier £495 IGa'“"“ Acoustics top end speakers new £5000 AVAILABLE - PRICES START FROM £480
DNN two boxed pre ampifler mpuise Hom speakers new £1300
EAR 834P Valve Phono Amp £395 JM Labs Micro Utopia speakers with matching Ear 869 s'ngle ended triode integrated amplifier
EAR 834L Valve Line Stage €425  stands boxed mint new £3995 £1795 v version of the ¢l ssic 859 with revised ouput
Leak TL12+ monobloc fully serviced excellent Musical Fidelty MC2 Bookshelf Speakers £195 s ed input stage with the addition of
SOUCKG Quality o £475 g&‘déa’:nhf“ldgw S‘pa:me i staggls gggg | nal valve wi “allowed an increase to
Linn LK140 power amp 95wpc mint boxed £595 pittfield Signatures Rt e ;
Marantz PM 66 K1 Sig Int Amp £245 Quad ESLS7 refurbished £595 I5watt of singl: ended power. also the 869 can be used
Marantz PM17 Integrated Amp £595 Quad Onething ESL57's £495 as a power armp. Don't be fouled by its modest power output this
Merchan 103D pre power combination £295  Quad Dnething ESL63's £1395 amp crives real world sprakers. price £2498 00
MlcroMegq Tempo 1 Integrated Amp remote Wil Audio i Fne spe. with 3
ﬁr?ﬂ"&'o&’}"‘ great phonostage new £800 ggg volt drive units HI-Fi News recommended €295 Ultimate Eay Phono Stage !
ot Monobiocks This is the uitimate esotezic P Sta sed in the world
Michal Electo monoblocs immaculats condon oo layrs 0acs wide acclsimed. Ear 313 Corerol Centre - Pre Amp. This has to
great with electrostatics 1295 - i
Musical :. delity A3 CR Pre Amp boxed as new 2595 A;mlzb D%Ogoma!‘\xb;:hl number Tag Mciaren e e the ultimae: Vinyl Replay purchase. price £2095
N CemSiCRI PowerfAmpleferfirtsn s Arcam Alpha 6 new £600 £195 ** FOR A LIMITED PERIOD ONLY **
NI 150 e £795 mrcvecdm ;2‘4 bit ((e:)g gID Prayer {mm boxed £225 Full value Trade in on Ear Phonc Stages and other selected models.
Naim HiCap £395 ge shaped ayer mint boxed £95 )
Naim NAP90 Power Amp £295 Audio Research CO2 black mint boxed new £3500  £1295 THE LEGENDRY OPUS 3 CONTINUO TURNTABLE ‘#/|TH CANTUS LINEAR
Naim Nart01 Integrated Amp €225 Cyrus PSXR fantastic improvement when used with DAD? ~ £275 S T R 7
Pass Alaph 4 100w Class A single ended Marantz CD3 top foading CD Player £95 TRACKING TONEARM EMBARASSES MANY Hi-END TURNTABLES PRICES FROM £875.00
;r%"mng;ew o '::g?gg x:;:::: ggg é“)[;‘eos}:g"s‘m" ggg NOW DEMONSTRATING THE FANTASTIC NEW MONOPULSE RANGE OF SPEAKERS
P! i Amy 1 ~
Quad 3(')03 P';we' %mp €195 Mission DADS CO Player boxed mint €175 PHASE LINEAR DESIGN GIVES EXCELLENT SOUNDSTAGING ABILITIES PRICED
Quad 405 Power Amp boxed £225  Mission DACT? boxed mint £75 COMPETITIVELY FROM £495.00 - £995.00
Quad g()g Power Amp £495 Sony 555 champagne finish battleship build quality £595 ALSO DEMONSTRATING KORATO VALVE AMPLIFIERS
Rega EXS Power Amp 2] 3
Rotel RB870BX Power Amp €195 Tuners,Reel to Reel, Cassette Deck, misc
Rotel RC350 8% ramcre sonir bra A edo now  £1ag  U1rus ordinal Tuner £150 | 2GR NEW TRANSV. STAR R
ote! remote control Pre Amp new Leak Tr line Ti 3 various ...from £50 ’ =
Sugden A48 orange front Integrated Amp 175 iaendan T St e £120 40WPC BENEFITS FROM OVER 25 YEARS RESzARCH INTO VALVES &
Tlﬁfh"':chxggggeumss Valve Integratec Amp o750 Quad FM3 Tuner (boxed mint) £145 MOSFET CIRCUITRY MUST BE HEARD £1250
Quad FM3 Tuner £95
Turntables Quad FM4 Tuner old style £225 / There are now four models in the EAR lineup:
Revox G36 Open Reel Mint £395 p . P
Mission 775 SM with 774 tonearm £295 " Th i » = circuit architecture as its
Michelt FFocus 1 )l(um(able fgg S WEEDANREI L . e ( more expen:ive brotaers, and shm::ma':ame high qu:h‘i«
Musical Fidelity XLP various soand ttrough MMt cartridpes, it is enclosed in a tough, rigid
309 Tonearm boxed £495 g/‘;;”;og ey ” l?:e(m case anﬁg,s fally g E" type approved. price £495.00 2
ystem Deck IIX turntabile ..UPGRADE (agles =] -
YQUR REGA from £150 Extremely are Quad corner hom nbbon speakers 2 The signature builds on the Classic 834P specification by adding a superb
Qrigin Live silver tonearm 3 mths old £395 Quad 900 power amp moving coll (MC) input stage. as well as the no-extru-price option of a high
with Mission 774 tonearm €195 Lnn LP12 - quality volume control price %5000
Vanous Garrard tumntabie's with granite Mission 776 battery pre amplifier with matching powar amp
wood marble plinths available PQA  case work sty.ed as Mission iogo Top to the range, the Deluxe 834P comes in stunning chrome und gold cabinet, and has extra attention
and quality control. With different mwving coil input options, this unit will fit the most demanding of

audiophile systems. For the true vinyl enthusiast. price £895.00

MCS3 - The ultimate stage for MC matching with 3 fixed transformer taps to cover all types of moving
(Egisl.f%ridges. and separate left/right grounding. MC3 in used in the new £10,000 312 pre. price
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PRICE
CD & SACD & DACS

ARCAM BLACK BOX 50 dac i50
ARCAM ALPHA 8 d player 250
AUDIOMECA DAMNATION  ransport 400
AUDIOMECA MEPHISTO IX - NEW BOXED 3500
AUDIO' INNOVATIONS aito cd player crome 150
AUDIO RESEARCH DAC | 20 b 800
AUDIO SYNTHESIS DAX ultra anaogue dip 800
AV $2000me REF (D PLAYER 600
CALIFORNIA AUDIO LABS IS cd player 70

JADIS d3 d transport/ player, with volume controt 1400

KRELL KPS2SS  boxed, just serviced 9000
KRELL DT 10 transport 3000
KRELL srtd reference dac 3500
LINN KARIK/NUMERIK old but nice & boxed 1000
MERIDIAN 200 transport 400
MERIDIAN 508 24 bit 1350
MERIDIAN 602 606 1000
MICROMEGA DATA transport, boxed 1250
MORCH dac, 24karat gold plated front,

exquisite internals 800
MONARCHY  33da dac/pre  boxad 150
MUSKAL FIDELSTY A3 (D 500

NAKAMICHI DRAGON (D AND DAC3 box player, boxed 3400

PS AUDIO LAMBDA transport.dock 3, boxed 1000
PIONEER PD9I 450
QUAD 77 (D PLAYER, carbon  (BUSS) 350
RESTEK CONCRET 2 box f player, black front, topJoader 950

SHANLING (D TH00 crary vabve d player, IN STOCK 1650

SUGDEN OPTIMA 350
TEAC P2 TRANSPORT 900
TEAC DI dac 300
TEAC VRDS 10 (D PLAYER BOXED 315
THETA GEN YA 2250
THETA GEN v 2000
THETA PEARU/PROGENIE ~ transporté dac 1300
z-systems rdg: |, DIGITAL EQ, USE FOR

TRICHORD PULSAR DAC 4 PSU HDCD 450
SYSTEM CORRECTION, 1600
2-systems rdp- digital eq and remote preamp 2400

VALVE AMPS
AR TIGHT ATH-2 80 warts kiB8 amp 3000

AUDIBLE ILLUSIONS MODULUS 3 upgraded to 3a with
stepped attenuator controls, mm phono , boxed 1400
AUDIBLE ILLUSIONS MODULUS 3A , smooth pots, baxed 1250
AUDIBLE ILLUSIONS  MODULLS 3A MC GOLD

BOARDS OTION 350
AUDIO INNOVATIONS 8000C preamp with phono 350
AUDIO INNOYATIONS 1000 pre with 2nd Audio

MONOBLOCKS, BOXED 1800
AUDIO RESEARCH LSIS siver or bladk front 1650
AUDIO RESEARCH LS8 black 850
AUDIO RESEARCH YTS0 boxed POWER amp 1750
AUDIO RESEARCH Y160 1000

AUDIO RESEARCH REFERENCE 600 monos mk2, boxed 12000
AUDIO RESEARCH 1525 mkl, black front,

remote, balanced 2600
AUDIO RESEARCH PH3 boxed 1000
AUDIO RESEARCH SP8, with phono, boxed 900
AUDIO RESEARCH SP9 upgraded to MK3, boxed 1100
AUDIO RESEARCH $P9 mkl 800
AUDION STIRLING phono stage 350
BORDER Patrol 300B AMP MKI 1250
CANARY 601 mi2 PREAMP, boxed 1200
CONRAD JOHNSON PREMIER 7 pre, 2 box

part w b 2500
CONRAD JOHNSON PY10AL 450
CONRAD JOHNSON PY6 pre with phono 450
CONRAD JOHNSON PYI2A pre with phono 1250
CONRAD JOHNSON PY12 pre with phono 1000

COPLAND CTMOI ivegraed e amp wih phono 30 wats 850
CR DEVELOPMENTS CALYPSO 12 watt integrated amp 350
CROFT SUPERHICO black, tweaked 315

(ROFT SUPERMICRO A ~v  BOXED 350
CROFT SERIES Ns POWER AMP, JUST SERWCED , 650
CROFT APPARITION OTL 100
CROFT SUPER HEADAMP (MC TO MM) 200
CROFT SUPER MICRO - original version 250
EAR 802 pre with mm phono 850
EAR 980 stereo power amp | year old 1500
EAR V20 integrated amp 1400
EDISON 12 HFA power amp.faulty 100
GAMMA AEON monoblodks, great single

ended 211 VALVES 2000

GAMMA GRA pre

ICON AUDIO HBIS with few months use 300b pp
LEAX STEREQ 20 fully  serviced

LECTRON |H50 power amp 1250
QUAD IIS excellent resprayed pair with kigé YALVES 700
ROGUE AUDIO 99 PREAMP wath phono, remote and boxed 1300

400
1200
400

ROGUE AUDIO TEMPEST INTEGRATED  BOXED 100
SHANLING MONOBLOCKS 40 watts with remote

volume control, ex dem with ul gtee 1500 par
SHANUNG INTEGRATED AMP- amazing vahue

only available for home dem 1300
SONIC FRONTIERS SF$40 800

UNISON RESEARCH FEATHER ONE/POWER 35

pre/power, boxed 1200

WELBOURNE LABS APOLLO IIX with WVS2 output tubes
and spare set, gorgeous 20 watts single ended with grunt
2800 pair

Viva Amps have no backround Noise,
if you are troubled by hiss or hum but want to stay with
valves look no further VIVA valve amps, See
www.vivaaudio.com available exdusively in
te K 2 The Emporium, these are seriously
good single ended Triode amps, hand buikt and with 2 3
year guarantee! on demo at present the 300b integrated,
phono stage, solista 845 se integrated

LOUDSPEAKERS
ALIANTE UNEA speakers, superb solid
walnut standmounters 900
AUDIO CLASSICS type ¢ excellent with valves 600
AUDIONOTE AN - average 300

AUDIO PHYSIC TEMPO ong versionblack, with Essex dw 700
AUDIO PHYSICS SPARK boxed, 900
AUDIOMASTER LS3/54 15 ohm in teak good condition 500

AVANTGARDE DUQS white, silver wired 5500
AVALON AVATAR maple 2250
ATC 12 dherry mnt boxed 600
AURUM CANTUS LEISURE 2SE IN STOCK
B&W 605.2 speakers boxed 800
B&W 4000  subwoofer 1500
BOSE 901 series 2 with equalizers 300
CASTLE HARLECHS, neat floorstanders 500
CELESTION Al, cherry boxed 400
CELESTION A3 cherry 1250
CELESTION 5000 boxed with stands 150
CELESTION KR-S PAIR 100
CHARIQ ACADEMY |, excellent 800
DIAPASON KARS with stands, boxed 800

EPOS M2 + STANDS 350
EPOS ESII black 300
EPQS ESI4 chery 300
HALES TRANSCENDANCE 8, serious speaker 3250
HEYBROOK QUARTETS with stands, 400
INFINITY KAPPA % serious 1500
|M LABS MINI UTOPIAS with stands, BOXED 3500
KEF REF 2 walnut 900
KEF REF 2.2 black ash boxed 1000
KEF CONCERTO 2, recent pair floorstanders, boxed 350
KEF 1054 parr 500
(EF RDM2 cherry mint 350
KHARMA CERAMIQUE 3.0 dhampaign fnsh , excelent 2250
LENTEK $4 boxed 100
LINN KANS teak mkl 200
LINN 1SOBARIKS older but nice 600
LOWTHER ACOUSTAS with pméa 400 pair
MAGNEPLANAR sma 3 NEED ATTENTION, BOXED 3000 300
MISSION 773 bladk boxed 200
MISSION 774 rosewood boxed, mQ bass drvers 250
MISSION 753 rosewood boxed 300
MONITOR AUDIO STUDIO 20 se black ash 900
MONITOR AUDIO GOLD REFERENCE 10 boxed 500
NAIM INTROS ,black 30
NEAT PETITE mk3 & subwoofers cherry , boxed 1250
PROAC RESPONSE | Ext Xovers 400
PROAC STUDIO 125 floorstanders 500
PSB SUBWQOFER SUBSONIC IIIE 350
QUAD ESL63 nice old par, with stands 1000
QUAD ESL 57 excellent 600
REHDEKO RKNIS bladk 600
REL Q-BASS  subwockr 200
REVOLYER 250 FLOORSTANDERS unused boxed 125
ROGERS LS3/5A 11ohm walnut mint boxed 600
ROKSAN OJANS  plan black finsh 300
RUARK PALADINS ~ boxed 500
RUARK PRELUDES REFERENCE boxed 400

RUARK CRUSADERS mk  walnut boxed,
RUARK  ACCOLADES

SONUS FABER STONE WOOD stands 300
TANNOY cheviots MKI, poor cabinets 350
TANNOY GRF cabinets repro pair in walut with 15" goids 4000
TOL studio 2 upgraded tweeters, rewired 350
WHARFEDALE MFM7 150
WISDOM AUDIO ADRENALINE 75 RIBBONS & SUBS, 10000

600
1200

TUNERS, CASSETTE DECKS,
AIWA XK-007 cassette deck boxed 100

AKA] 40000 servied 75
AURA wrer AUT 80 , black 100
BEYER DT 931 headphones boxed 80
FANFARE FTL FM TUNER 600
GRAHAM SLEE S0LO headphone amp 400
LEAK TROUGHLINE I STEREO legendary ner, servd 120
MERIDIAN 204 tuner 5
NAIM NAT 03 350

NAKAMICHI BX2 a few scratches but just servced 90

NAKAMICH! BX125e cassette deck 100
NAKAMICHI RX202 auto reverse deck 3150
NAKAMICH! 582 dual capstan 3 head, lots of buttons

and switches nie machine 250
NAKAMICH! BX300E 300
QUAD FM3 excellent 110
QUAD FM4 brown boxed 250
QUAD FM4 GREY boxed 215
REVOX BT10 miQ 400
REVOX B77 2 tradk high speed. nice conditon 400
SENNHEISER 580 headphones 10

SONY TC 7662 2 rack red 1 red payer ks 10" spook 175
SONY TC 765 4 TRACK 200
STAX LAMDA NOVA SIGATURE beacphones with SRHTIS 900

z-systems rdg-1, DIGITAL EQ 1750
TRANSISTOR AMPS

ALCHEMIST GENESIS monablocks, 800
ARCAM ALPHA 10 integrated amp remote, boxed 400
ARCAM ALPHA 8 integrated boxed 150
AUDIO INNOVATIONS ALTO  amp dwome 150
AUDIOLAB 8000C black, PRE 315
AUDIOLAB 8000A bladk 250
AUDIOLAB 80005 with remote 375
AUDIO RESEARCH K9/ DI30  pre/power ampgsiter 2200
AUDIO SYNTHESIS DESIRE DECADE power amp 1750
AUDIO SYNTHESIS DESIRE power amp , boxed 800
AVI INTEGRATED AMP , boxed 500
AVI 2000 pre/power 150
BARTOLOMEQ ALOIA st 140 transparenza pawer amp 500
CAIRN ARIA HE integrated boxed 300
COPLAND CSA 8 integrated with remote BOXED 500
CIRUS TWO scrudfy 150
CORUS TWO with PSX excellent mk2  boxed par 375
CRUS TWO with px EXCELLENT mki boxed par 340
CYRUS STRAIGHTUNE integrated amp 2125
CYRUS XPA power amp, 250
DNM 2 preamp, metal cased but 3 boards, nc 400
DOLAN PHI PRE WITH PHONO 600
DPA 505 pre/power, with cables 850
DPA 2005 e pre 200
DYNAYECTOR L200/HXTS  mint boxed pre/power

with mc phono ex demo 2000

HAFLER DH110/220 pre,power with tone controks,
200 WATS 300
KENWOOD M2 200watt power amp (with volume conuol)
with delta sigma something

KRELL XAY 3001 integrated amp
KRELL KSP 7B preamp. just serwed

I400
1000

LFD LS tine preamp, 450
LFD PAD power amp 350
NN LI/K2 pre power , no remote 15
UNN KAIRN with phono, 650

UXMAN M 120a power amp sibver fronted

120 watts per channel 200
MARANTZ PMI7 MK2 KI SIGNATURE, mint boxed 900
MARANTZ S 17 power amp, mint boxed 2 available 450
MARANTZ model 15 oniginal dass

A power amp from the 60s 300
MEITNER MUSEATEX PAG pre with remote

with mc phono stage 500
MERIDIAN 105 MONOS 35
MERIDIAN 201 with 605 monoblodks 1100
MERIDIAN 20f with 205 monoblocks 150
METAXAS CHARISMA PREAMP, dvome fnsh 500
MICHEL ALECTO MONOBLOCKS 1250 pair

www.emporiumbifi.c

“SEE WEBSITE FOR FULL LISTING”

MOD SQUAD line drive passive pre . boxed 250
MUSICAL FIDELSTY PRE 3A 125
MUSICAL FIDELITY X-Al 315
MUSICAL FIDELITY NUVISTA M3 amp 1850
MUSICAL FIDELITY A3 INTEGRATED amp 500
MUSIC FIRST AUDIO PASSIVE MAGNETIC pre (IVQ) 1500

NAIM NACI02 PSU 550
NAIM 62/110 boxed 400
NAM NAC 6NAP 140 old style v good with cables 500
NAIM NAP 180 power amp boxed 150

NAIM AYI 4 channel surround processor 500
PASS LABS ALEPH 3 30 wart dass A, great midband 1200
PASS LABS O monoblods ds A sngle ended 75 wars 3250
PERRAUX SM2, PMF 215UB pre/power amp 500
QUAD 337303 160
QUAD 33/km3 405 | all nice with leads 330
QUAD 34/306 with manual excellent 400
QUAD 77 PR, carbon with remote 400
QUAD 33/405 MKI 100 watts of power 10
SUGDEN A2IA blad front with phono 600

TALK ELECTRONICS HURRICANE 2 power amp 300
TECHNICS SU-(3000 pre, bartery powered 600
THRESHOLD (AS 2 100 wart power amp, boxal 500
XIC pre One 450
YAMAHA F2200 professional 200 wats 350

TURNTABLES, ARMS,
CARTRIDGES

ARISTON RD80 with adc am 200
AUDIO RESEARCH PH3, sibver front, boxed 1000
CLEARAUDIO SOLUTION with paraliel am 1250
DECCA LONDON GOLD excellent boxed 200
DYNAVECTOR 10KS in stodk new 250
DYNAYECTOR DV20X new 350
EAR MO boxed 500
GARRARD 401 in bebvens phnth with 300 ARM 600

GARRARD 401 IN SLATE PLINTH WITH ORIGIN LVE SILVER 800
GRAHAM SLEE PHONOSTAGES IN STOK

AND AVAILABLE FOR HOME DEMO
KUZMA STABI &/ STOGI $ boxed with optional id 150
LFD MISTRAL PHONOSTAGE 175
UNN LP12 vahalla with mission 774 and dynavecior 400

UNN (PR vahaliakitohd 550
UNN LP12 with audio e psu 300
UNN AXIS, with bask am 200
MANTICORE. HANTRA with modded rb300

& dyavecr 10 400

MCEL GR0 E & TEOINO A avadable new decent rade n grven

MICHEL TECHNO A arm in stock 400
MICHEL ORBE /ORIGIN LIVE encounter 2000
NITTY GRITTY RECORD (LEANING MACHINE new 400

NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE MENTOR with PARAGON arm, and
Tracer 3 cartridge 2000
ORIGIN LIVE ARMS AND TURNTABLES IN STOCK

decent trade ins gven
ORIGIN UVE RESOLUTION turntable on dem
ORTOFON KONTRAPUNKT A/B/H/C all new boxed

350/500/500/750

ORTOFON ROHMAN NEW BOXED (ANCELLED ORDER 750
ORTOFON JUBILEE boxed 150
REGA COUNTERWEIGHT MODIFICATION KT in bras 50

REGA PLANAR 2 with rega carmndge 140
REGA PLANAR 3 200
ROCKPORT SIRA 2 16,000
ROKSAN XERXES walnut with ZETA 150
ROKSAN TABRIX 2 am 15
ROKSAN 10 phonostage, with bigger psu 500
SAEC we 407 tonearm, knife edge

bearings, detach headshell. boxed 450
HEN 100
SHURE ¥I5 xmr n stodk 275 NEW BOXED
STRATOSPHERE deck. with ongin live dc motor

upgrade and 7 arr pods 2500
TOM EYANS MICROGROOYE 450

THORENS TDI24 /sme 3009 in hardwood Aphelon pinth 600
TRICHORD DINO mmvmc phono stage, ex dem 250
TRICKORD DELPHINI 2 with basic psu new

AVAIABLE FOR HOME DEM 595
Y00DOO ISOLATION TABLES in stock, recommended

3 point suspension version ex dem 200
VPL HWI16.5 RECORD deaning machine
new/ex dem 475/420

CABLES
LOADS OF POWER CABLES ETC
RING OR SEE WEBSITE FOR FULL
DETAILS

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk
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01376 521132
i 07802 483698

‘\ (S CHELMSFORD, ESSEX
csta @ E-MAIL: soundstage@netlineuk.net

2nd User Hi-Fi & audio BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

PRE-OWNED EQUIPMENT
ARCAM ALPHA 7SE CD PLAYER BOXED AND IMMACULATE £249
ARCAM ALPHA 8 TUNER NO REMOTE AND MARKED HENCE £149
ATC SCM50A ACTIVE WAL NUT WITH STANDS-BUYER COLLECTS-IMMACULATE £3495
AUDIO INNOVATIONS SERIES 800 4.BOX VALVE PRE/POWER £1495
CASTLE HARLECH CHERRY FLOORSTANDERS £649
COUNTERPOINT SA 100 POWER AMP VALVE/TRANS HYBRID BLACK BOXED £649
CYRUS PRE PRE AMP NO REMOTE £299
DEFINITIVE TECHNOLOGY PRO SUB 80 £249
DENON AVC-A1SE BLACK BOXED SUPERB WITH LEARNING REMOTE £1395
DENON DVDI1040 BLACK MULTI REGION DVD PLAYER AS NEW £279
DENON DVD3300 BLACK AND SUPERB-CURRENT MODEL-£ 1600 NEW £595
EPOS ES12 LIGHT CHERRY BOXED AND SUPERB £299
KEF 1042 WALNUT CLASSIC FLOORSTANDERS £595
LFD PA2 POWERSTAGE. POWER AMP MARBLE FRONT LOVELY LOOKS AND SOUND £695
LINN SONDEK LP12 NORTON AIR POWER ITTOK TROIKA WALNUT SUPERB £1295
LOEWE ACONDA 32" FL.AT WIDESCREEN SILVER + LOEWE GLASS STAND £1495
M & K SS150 THX TRI POLE SURROUND SPEAKERS-£ 1300 NEW. BLACK £795
MARANTZ CD5000 GOLI> BOXED AND IMMACULATE £129
MERIDIAN AS00 BLACK ASH LOUDSPEAKERS BOXED LOVELY CONDITION £399
MERIDIAN 200 TRANSPORT + 209 PANEL REMOTE CONTROL-SUPERB £349
MERIDIAN 605 MONO BLOCKS BLACK £995
MICROMEGA STAGE $§ CD PL AYER BOXED AND IMMACULATE £349
NAIM NAP 150 POWER AMP BOXED AND IMMACULATE 2 YRS OLD £629
NAIM INTRO BLACH ASH BOXED AND SUPERB £349
NAIM NAC 112 PRE. AMP BOXED AND IMMACULATE 2 YRS OLD £495
NAKAMICHI 168UZXL ROSEWOOD CHEEKS WITH DOLBY STANDALONE UNIT £995
ONIX OA350OA1200 PRE POWER AMP BLACK LOVELY £795
PINK TRIANGLE ORDINAL DAC 22 BIT BLACK MINT AND BOXED £349
PRIMARE D.20 24 BIT CD PLAYER £595
QUAD 77CD BUS/77 PRE/77 TUNER CARBON BOXED AND IMMACUALATE £995
REGA RADIO R REMOTE READY TUNER BLACK BOXED AND IMMACULATE £249
REGA CURSA LINE LEVEL PRE AMP BLACK BOXED AND IMMAC ULATE £299
REGA MAIA POWER AMP Bl ACK BOXED AND IMMACULATE £299
REGA XEL WALNUT FLOORSTANDING 1.OUDSPEAKERS-OVER £1K NEW £449
REGA JURA FLLOORSTANDING LOUDSPEAKERS CHERRY £299
ROKSAN CASPIAN TUNER BLACK BOXED AND SUPERB £395
ROKSAN DPI/ATTESSA DAZATTESSA S5 3-BOX TOP LOADING CD PLAYER £1295
ROKSAN XERXES ROSEWOOD TABRIZ ZI ORTOFON MC20 SUPREME £995
ROKSAN L1.5/DS1.5/S1.5 PRE/POWER SUPPLY/POWER AMP BLACK £2495
ROKSAN XERXES BLACK ASH ARTEMIZ LYRA CLAVIS D.C. VDH MODDED £1595
RUARK SCEPTRE NATURAL OAK BOXED AND MINT £349
RUARK EPILOGUE YEW FINIS| £229
SONY SCD-XE670 SACD MINT BOXED JUST A FEW MONTHS OLD £179
TRIO KT 917 TUNER £599
WADIA 3200 CD TRANSPORT WITH REMOTE AND INSTRUCTIONS £995

PROFESSIONAL RECORD CLEANING SERVICE - KEITH MONKS MACHINE -
PLEASE RING FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND PRICES.

THREE MONTH WARRANTY ON ALL ITEMS
www.sound-stage.co.uk

High End Cable

Your friendly cable store

We offer new and used cables from

3 coustic Zaw.

o den U

We take in part exchange high quality cable products
against new cable.

We have a selection of second hand cable and Hi-fi products as
well as new Ortofon and van den Hul moving coil cartridges.

Free delivery worldwide on all inferconnects.

For many more money saving offers call David Jackson for a
chaton 01775 761880 or better still visit
www.highendcable.co.uk
for the latest prices and stock position.

WILLIAMS HAR
k1l

I FRONICS

HART ELECTRONIC KITS TRADED FOR OVER 30 YEARS

Mosfer Monoblock Power Amp Kits

ONE OF THE BEST AMPLIFIERS YOU WILL HEAR! Regardless of price
REVIEWED IN HI.FI NEWS AS '..EXCEPTIONAL...
SELF EVIDENTLY CORRECT'

Single Ended Class A Valve Sound
15Watt Power Amp modules
FOR THOSE WHO WANT THAT VALVE
MIDBAND BUT BASS AND TREBLE TO MATCH

ACTIVE R/Control SUBWOOFER MODULE £177.30 Speakers Designed & Buili to Order

Advertise your Hi-Fi on my webste (FREE)
Also: Award Winning Phono Stage Kit, Active Crossover Modules, Speaker Drive Units,
M Cap Capacitors. Caddock Resistors, Remote Control Volume and much more.

WEB SITE: www.williamshart.com e-mail: sales@williamshart.com
PLEASE SEE WEBSITE FOR NEW CONTACT DETAILS
PERSONAL VISITORS SHOULD PHONE FIRST TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT
Run by former Technical Director of Wilmslow Audio

NEIn=ER

01442 270 141
01442 270 141
: sales@gravesaudio.co.uk

T
E
E

‘GRIFFON’ VALVE AMP

Manufacturers of Audiophile quality
Lowther Driven 100dB Horn loudspeakers
and valve amplifiers (SE or PP) in
domestically friendly enclosures.
Ring for information pack and speak to
the designer Brian Graves.
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The Hi-Fi Company’s M’
Station

EX-DEMONSTRATION & DISPLAY
ITEMS NOW AVAILABLE FOR SALE

We work closely with several high-end retailers and can offer you great
savings on their top quality ex-demonstration and display items.

All stock listed here is offered in “as new” condition unless otherwise stat-
ed, complete with boxes, instrudtions and full monufadturers warranties.
Some excess stock items are new, in unopened boxes.

www.hifitradingstation.com

The Trading Station
35 Cowgate Peterborough PE1 1LZ

Phone: 0870 608 8211
email: info@nhifitradingstation.com

Business Hours: TUES-SAT: 10am - 5.30pm CLOSED MONDAYS

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED"
*NEXT DAY DELIVERY SERVICE

COMPETITIVE  FINANCE TERMS FOR PERSONAL  CALLERS

ARIEL ACOUSTICS Mod 8 + stands XDES679  £2996
AUDIOQ ANALOGUE Puccini, manuol silver£595  £397
AUDIQ ANALOGUE Maestro Amp  £2900 £1797
AUDIOGRAM MBI Amp £489 £267
AUDIOGRAM MB2 Integoted Amp  £599 €317
AUDION Silver Knight 3008 Intgrtd XD £1125  £876
AUDIO RESEARCH DACS D/A £2335  £1297
AUDIO RESEARCH LS8 Pre Amp  £1499 £997

MANY EX-DEMONSTRATION ITEMS
DON'T EVEN MAKE IT
TO THIS LIST
PLEASE LET US KNOW
WHAT YOU'RE LOOKING FOR
- YOU COULD BE LUCKY!

QPERA SP1 (Cherry) XD £525  £426
PONEER DVR7000 DVD Recorder XD£1299  £696
PIONEER SD-T 5000 507 Projection TVE3999  £1496
PLONEER PDSO3HDE XD £6995  £4998
PIONEER 433MXE Monitor XD €395 £2995
PSAUDIO ULink2 HDCDDAC  £2590  £1037
PS AUDIQ Ref Link Pre/DAC 4549 £1997

AUDIO RESEARCH VT200 £11499 €947
BOSE Lifestyle 28 System XD £2499  £1995
BOSE Lifestyle 50 System XD £4499  £3595
B&W THX System XD £4975  £149¢
CALIFORNIA AUDIQ Alpha DAC  £1808 £847
CALIFORNIA AUDIO Delta (D Trans £1099 £587

CALIFORNIA AUDIO DX1 £852 £457
COPLAND  (SA303 Pre Amp £1349 £797
COPJAND (CTA301 Pre Amp £1298 £587
COPLAND (CTAS04 Amp £1999 €197
QYRUS CLS 50 Speakers XD £499 £395
DENON DM31 System Excluding spkrs£229 £195
DYNAUDIQ Contour 1.8MkIl £1895  £1395
EAR 834P Valve Phono Stage XD £549 £436
GOLDMUND Mimesis 6 Amp £2899  £1547
GOLDMUND Mimesis 6B Pre Amp £2584  £1377
GRAAF Venticinque £2250  €N9y?
GRAAF VT5.35.5 {five ch power amp)£2500  £1397
JADIS Orchestra CD Player £1298 £957
1BL T6K Speakers XD £2249 L1695
KEF XQ) £999 £744
KEF XQ5 £1999  £14H
KRELL KAV280 CD Player XD £3998  £2995
KRELL KPS28 CD Player XD £8998  £59%
KRELL KCT Pre-gmp XD £9998  £699%
KRELL KAV250P Pre Amp £2398  £1597
KRELL KSL Pre Amp £2345  £1037
KRELL CD Player with DSP £3789 1517
LINN LP12 / Linga / Akito {black) £2699  £1994

LINN Classik Movie XD

McINTOSH MC122 Power

McINTOSH MGT100
INTOSH C46 Pre
McINTOSH MC402 Power

MERIDIAN DS568.2mm

MICHELL Gyro SE XD

NAD T-742 AV Rec XD
NAGRA PL-P Pre

NAIM Intro 2

NAIM Nait 5

NAIM Credo XD

QPERA Aida Int Amp XD

M&K V-125 Subwooter XD
MARTIN LOGAN Aeon Speakers XD £3148
MARTIN LOGAN Odyssey XD
MERIDIAN DSP33 Digital Speakers £2595
MERIDIAN DSP5000 MkI! Cherry XD £4275
MERIDIAN 596 DVD Player XD

McINTOSH MC7108 8Ch Pwr
McINTOSH MX135 AV Cntrl Cntr
McINTOSH L5320 Speakers XD
McINTOSH LS340 Speakers XD
McINTOSH €536 Centre Speaker

McINTOSH MA6900 int Amp XD
McINTOSH €2200 Volve Pre XD
McINTOSH MC2102 Valve Power XD £6498
MERIDIAN DSP5000C {Dig Centre) XDE1995

MISSION 78C {Centre) XD

QUAD ESL988 {Antigue) £3750  £2996
REGA Naos {Cherry) XD £998 £694
REGA ARA {Cherry) XD £255 £214
REGA Cursa Pre Amp £548 £334
REGA Jupiter (D £998 £694
RUNCO CL-500 DLP Projector XD £5499  £3495
SME 104 with 309 Tone Arm XD £3410  £2896
SPENDOR 6 £1299 £894
SPENDOR 58 Cherry (Sight cabinet domage) £1700  £1195
1DS Audio Transformer £349 £266
THETA Casanova Pre XD £4478  £2496
THETA DreadnoughtS Ch Amp ~ £7498  £5297
THETA Carmen 1l CD/DVD Trans  £3998  £2937
THETA Jitter Buster £228 Qan
THEYA Davidll DVD Player £5998  £4397
TRIANGLE Titus 202 Spkrs XD £345  £776
TRIANGLE Celius Spkrs XD £1095 £896
UKISON RESEARCH Unico 1 £775 £597
UNISON RESEARCH S2 £1295 £697
WHARFEDALE Pacific Evo 30 XD £649 £495
WILSON BENESCH Full Circle £1995 €149
WILSON AUDIO Cub {Black Lamnt) XD £5495  £3496
WILSON AUDIQ Cub (Gloss) XD £6890  £3996
WILSON AUDIO Sophia {Black) XD £11992  £9596
WILSON AUDIO Witt 2 Speakers  £10995  £6997
WILSON BENESCH Orator XD £2900  £179%4
WILSON BENESCH Actor XD £3999 €249
WILSON BENESCH Discavery £5495  £4496

£1995  £1596

£849 £645
£2646
£579%
£2076
£349
£2350  £1595
£1249 £796
£2549  £1496
£7990  £2996
£1998 £996
£4798  £2496
£2495  £1326
£5490  £39%
£4495  £3496
£5490  £3996
£4999  £39%
£5490  £4296
£4996
£329
£1594

£870 £740

£350 €174

£399 £295
£6995  £4996

£865 £694

£845 £674
£1425 £794

£795 £495

£6798

£4305

World Radio History




The Hi-Fi Company’s

Trading
Station

@ Vinyl

ACOUSTIC RESEARCH EB101
CONOISSEUR BD2

DUAL (5506 (Black)

DUAL €S 505 Silver

DUAL (5503-1 Concept
ETALON 3 Box Phonostage
FIDELITY RESEARCH

FRT-4 (Phono Trans)
GARRARD 401 / SME 3009 H

GARRARD 401+ SME 300911 + V1511l £950

GOLDRING LENCO GL85 white
KOETSU Jade

LEHMANN Audio Black Cube
LINN Axis/Akito/Ortofon MC15
LINN Basik Turntable

LINN LP12 (Black} LVX/K9
LINN LP12 Rosewood/Akito
LINN LP12 Afr/SME3009111
LINN Axis / Akito / K9

LINN LP12 AFR Ittok Blk / K18
LINN LP12 Anniversay (BLK)
Ittock/Ortofon Kontrapunkt
Lingo Power Supply

£275
£250
£175
£150
£180
1300

£500
£950

£175
£5598
500
£795
£600
£1500
£750
£1250
£795
£2000

£5000

LINWOOD ‘Equalizer’ (phono stage) £250

LORIAN Transformer
LUXMAN PD282 (Rosewood)
MANTICORE Mantra
MICHELL Gyrodec

MICHELL ISO/HERA Phono Stage

ORACLE Alexandria
PROJECT 6.9

PROJECT Debut Debut 2
REGA Planar 2 (No arm)

£700
£595
£895
£870
£895
£1500
£600
£150
£200

ROCKPQRT Cabella Il (no arm}  £10,500

SME 10A with 309 Tone Arm
SME20/2A

SME 30/V arm Benz Ref Micro Cart

and Tesserac Power Supply

TECHNICS 1210 incl. Flight case
THORENS TD 318 (black lacquer)

THORENS TD160 No cover

THORENS TD 166 MK V RB250/ATOCS £500

THORENS TD150 Rare

THORENS TD 125/SME 300911 (Granite Plinth)

TRANSCRIPTORS Saturn

£3410
£5273

£600
£350
£279

n/
TRANSCRIPTOR Hydraulic Ref T/Table

UNISON Phono 1 + PSU
WILSON BENESCH Full Circle

£850
£1995

@ Digital Sources

ARCAM Alpha One CD
ARCAM Alpha 8CD

ARCAM Delta 250/Black Box 50
ARCAM Alpha 6CD

ARCAM Alpha 7 CD

ARCAM Diva (D72 (Silver)
AUDIO AERO CD Player
AUDIOLAB 8000CDM
AUDIOLAB 8000CDM/DAC
AUDIO MECHA

Damnation Tran + Upgrade
AUDIONOTE DAC 3 Signature
AUDIO SYNTHESIS Transcend
DCS Purcell

E.A.D. 78000 LD/CD Transport

£300
£450
£875
£350
£349
£379
£5000
£1400
£2300

£1250
£2100
£1200
£4500

£148
£125
£ 80
££88
£88
595

£198
£495
£595
£75
£3798
195
£445
£345
£575
£894
£595
£445
£895

£2228
£95
£356
£320
£395
£740
£448
£650
£300
£98
£75
£5496
£2896
£4486

POA
£298
£195
£160
£298
£190
£495
£395
£498
£478

£1495

£149
£245
£395
£125
£195
£245
£3506
£595
£ 898

£439
£1495
£59
£2495
POA

The leading reseller

of carefully used

and mint condition

hi-fi components
and systems.

Buy, sell, exchange.
Commission Sales.

ENLIGHTENED AUDIO by Design (E.A.D.)
2 box DAC

EXPOSURE CD Player £999
KENWOOD DP7090 CD Plyr £399
KENWOOD DP-X9010 Trans £400
KINSHAW Perception DAC £1000
KRELL KAV250CD £3500
KRELL 300 CD Player £3750
LINN Karik CD £1850
LINN Numerik DAC/Karik CD Trans £3350
MARANTZ (D17 £895
MARANTZ CD85 £450
MARANTZ (D75 £350
MARANTZ CD-67 MKII 0S £350
MERIDIAN 506 (24 bit) £1195
MERIDIAN 203 DAC £499
MERIDIAN 207 CD/Pre £700
MERIDIAN 562 Digital Controlier
MICROMEGA Stage 2 £750
MICROMEGA Solo £750
MICROMEGA Duo DAC £499
MICROMEGA Stage 3 £1000
MUSICAL FIDELITY E600 £600
MUSICAL FIDELITY

Nu-Vista 3D CD/Pre £3000
MUSICAL FIDELITY A3CD £1000
NAIM CDI £1999
NAIM (D-X2 £3000
ORELLE DAT0T Trans £900
PINK TRIANGLE DeCapo

inc: DC power supply £1500
PIONEER PDF958 CD File £400
PROCEED PDT3/PDP3 Trans/DAC  £3999
QUAD 66 CD

REGA Planet £500
ROTEL RCD1070 £495
SONY CDPXAZ2ES CD Plyr £250
SONY SCDX 940 SA CD £700
SONY CDP313 £125
SONY NS900V DVD SACD £450
TEAC VRDS 10 (CD Player) £699
TEAC VRDS-T1 Transport £1195
THETA Carmen £4000
THETA DATA Basic Trans £2400
THETA Miles (Bal) £2200
THETA Progeny DAC £1395
TRICHORD Pulsa (Series 1) £1900
WOODSIDE WS2 CD Player £1000

POA
£629
£129
£199
£498

£1698
£2495
£998
£229
£598
£195
£125
£228
£695
£228
£299
£450
£396
£255
£196
£398
£275

£1998
£698
£848
£1598
£375

£795
£178
£1800
£295
£350
£295

£98
£335
£ 65
£298
£450
£598
£229
£749
£1298
£896
£998
£398

@ Amplifiers Solid State

ALBARRY AP3 Passive Pre £295
ALBARRY M408 Monoblocks £800
ALBERRY DPM1 Pre/PSU £600
ARCAM P75 £435

ARCAM FMJ A32 Integrated Amp  £1100

ARCAM FMJ P35 £830
ATC SCA2 Inc Phono £2900
AUDIO ANALOGUE Donizetti £650
AUDIO ANALOGUE Bellini (blk)  £595
AUDIO ANALOGUE Puccini SE £650
AUDIOLAB 8000C Pre £495
AUDIOLAB 8000LX £650
AUDIOLAB 8000S £800
AUDIOLAB 8000P £900
AUDIO RESEARCH D400 £3498
CAIRN EZO Int. £995
CHORD SPM900 £1550

£175
£448
£198
£29
£888
£598
£1498
£455
£355
£345
£295
£455
£395
£475
£1998
£595
£798

www.hifitradingstation.com

The Trading Station
35 Cowgate Peterborough PE1 1LZ

Tel: 0870 608 8211
email: info@hifitradingstation.com

BUSINESS HOURS:

Tues - Sat: 10am - 5.30pm

CLOSED MONDAYS

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED*

“NEXT DAY DELIVERY AVAILABLE
COMPETITIVE FINANCE TERMS FOR

PERSONAL CALLERS

CHORD SPM600 £2200 £1195
COPLAND CSA 8 £1250 £796
COPLAND CSA 14 £1500 £745
CYRUS 1l £275 £125
CYRUS Smart Power £448
CYRUS AV Master £450 £198
CYRUS Pre £700 £345
CYRUS Power £700 £358
COPLAND CSAS8 Int £995 £596
CYRUS PSX-R £350 £225
CYRUS One Int £195 £128
DENON PMA 250 £200 £95
DNM Pre + 3 PSU £2000 £498
DNM Pre2/PA1 £2800 £898
ELECTOR MFL Pre £500 £148
EXPOSURE 7/8 Pre & Pwr £1100 £405
GALACTRON MK2121 £1200 £598
HARMON KARDON AVRS5 AV Rec £1000 £498
HARMON KARDON Citation Pwr  £1200 £249
KENWOOD L07C Pre £500 £155
KRELL KAV - 150A £2250 £1398
KRELL KST100 Power Amp £2995 £1596
KRELL PAM 50 Power Amp POA
KRELL FPB300 £9500 £4495
LECSON AC1/AP1 £475
LFD LS1 Pre £1000 £375
LINN LK1 £450 £194
LINN LK2 £550 £299
LINN LK280 £600 £398
LINN LK280/Sparks BS. £1100 £698
LINN Kolektor / LK85 Pre/ Power  £1000 £695
LUMLEY A2100 Power £750 £398
MAGNUM Ref A200 Monoblocks  £2900 £1478
MARANTZ (orig) SM10 Power £700 £498
MARANTZ PM66SE £295 £195
MARK LEVINSON No33 £15500 £3495
MARK LEVINSON 27.5 Pwr £6000 £2398
McINTOSH MC200 (2 box Pre Amp) POA
McINTOSH 1201 (Monoblocks) POA
MERIDIAN 501.2 Pre £780 £476
MERIDIAN 551 Int, £900 £698
MERIDIAN 565 Processor £3300 £1796
MERIDIAN 557 Power £1695 £1195
MERIDIAN 601 DSP Pre £2700 £1695
MERIDIAN 541 Pre/processor £1250 £498
MICHELL Argo £575 £395
MICHELL Argo/Electro Mono's £2495 £1496
MICHEL Alecto £1989 £898
MICROMEGA Tempo 2 £750 £398
MUSE (300w) Monoblocks POA
MUSICAL FIDELITY A3CR Power  £1500 £696
MUSICAL FIDELITY A3CR Pre £1500 £696
MUSICAL FIDELITY A3CR £1500 £678
MUSICAL FIDELITY F22 Pre £1500 £595
MUSICAL FIDELITY Dr Thomas £699 £275
MUSICAL FIDELITY P140 £395 £195
MUSICAL FIDELITY E10 £300 £195
MUSICAL FIDELITY A3 Int £1000 £648
MYRYAD A120 Power £500 £255
NAD €340 £225 £148
NAD 370 £395 £225
NAIM NAC 42 Pre £400 £125
NVA AP30 Int, £350 £175
NYTECH CA302 £198
ONKYO TX-DS 656 £1500 £395
PARASOUND HCA1506 6 Chn Pwr £2995 £1296
PS AUDIO IV Pre incl. MC/MM £600 £295




QUAD 33 Pre £200 £95
QUAD 303 Power £200 £95
QUAD 34 £400 £198
QUAD 44 Pre £450 £295
QUAD 44 Pre (scrotched case) £450 £155
QUAD 405 Pawer Amplifier £350 £198
QUAD 66 Pre Amp £700 £395
QUAD 606 Power £695 £398
QUAD 77 Int. Amp £496 £226
QED A240 SA £195 £95
RED ROSE Spirit Int (os new) £1200 £ 896
ROKSAN Caspion DSPAV Pre £900 £548
ROTEL RB985 Power Amp £900 £498
ROTEL RMB-1075 £850 £598
SPECTRAL DMC12 PRE £4200 2948
SPECTRAL DMA 1005 Power £4200 2948
SPHINX Project 2 Pre £1600 €798
SPHINX Project 12 mono,s £3000 £1495
SONY SDPEPYES (Digital) £600 £298
SONY VA333ES (AV gyslem) €799 £495
SONY TAE-1000ESD Pre £495 £248
TAG McLaren F3 Prazor £1500 £648
TALK ELECTRONICS Storm £650 £375
TESSERAC Pre £1500 £598
THORENS TTA 2000 Power Amp  £1000 £498
TOWNSEND Elite 600 Pre £500 £195
@ Amplifiers Valve

AUDIBLE ILLUSIONS 3A Pre £2500 €785
AUDIO INNOVATIONS 800 Monos £1200 £598
AUDIO INNOVATIONS 800 Mk11  £1500 £688
AUDION Premier Pre + HCPS (Gald)€1250  £498
AUDION Sterling Monoblocks £698
AUDIONOTE OTO Phona SE Int.  £1500 £998
AUDIONOTE 'ANKORU'

(70 Watt S.E. Triode £14995 £6998
AUDIO RESEARCH Classic 60 £3300 £1795
AUDIO RESEARCH LS15 Pre £3000 €1495
AUDIO RESEARCH VT100 Mk1 Pwr £5500 £2996
BEARD M70 Monoblocks £1800 £996
CARY Pre-amp £3500 £1296
CARY CAD300SE Manoblocks £5000 £2998
CONRAD JOHNSON PV 10 Pre £1600 £845
CONRAD JOHNSON PVII Pre £1950 £998
CONRAD JOHNSON Premier 78

(2 box Pre-amp) POA
CONRAD JOHNSON Prem 8 Monos£16,000 £8995
CONRAD JOHNSON PV14L (Remoie)EZZOO £1596
CONRAD JOHNSON PVI2L £2000 £1296
COPLAND 301 Pre £1250 €798
COPLAND 504 Power £1995 £995
CR DEVELOPMENTS Carmeto (Pre) £900 £345
CROFT Micro £295 €175
GAMMA Era Reference Pre £4000 £1998
GAMMA HBC ‘The Beastie’ £2000 £1298
HOVLAND HP 100 + MC Phono  £5750 £3496
JADIS DA30 Integrated £3500 €1746
JADIS Dely 7 Power £1998
LAMM LL2 Pre Amp POA
LUMLEY Ref 120 Monoblocks £350 £1998
MANLEY Reference VTL Monobiocks (275 watts) POA
McINTOSH MC220 Gold (New) POA
McINTOSH MC2000 Limited Edition POA
PAPWORTH TVAS0 £2000 £998
PM COMPONENTS 845 mono,s ~ £3000 £1295
QUAD 22 Pre £145
QUAD 4011 Pre/2 Monos £4000 £2796
@ Tuners Tape Misc
TRILOGY VTi Integrated £2500 £1398
UNISON Mystery One £1750 £998
UNISON SR1 £1250 £895
UNISON RESEARCH Unico £895 £695
UNISON RESEARCH 300b Monos  £4200 £2995
ACOUSTIC RESEARCH RD-06 £200 £48
BEYER DT990 Headphones £200 £98
DBX 118 noise reduction unit £250 £65
DENON DRM 22 £200 £55
DENON TU450L £150 £ 65
DENON DR-MO7 €150 £65
DENON D250 Mini System £1000 £295
LEAK FM Stereophetic Tuner £150 €75
LUXMAN ST50 (Rare) £900 £555
LUXMAN T210 £295 €145
LUXMAN T50A £695 £395
MAGNALAB 101 Tuner POA
MERIDIAN 104 Tuner £295 €195
MICROMEGA FM tuner £300 £145
M.LL 330 1m pair Phono £475 £338
M.LL 330 1.5m pair Phono £520 £358
M.LL 750 3m pair Speaker / Spade£1000 £678
MYRIAD T30 tuner £250 €128
NAD 402 Tuner €125 £68

NAIM NAT 01 £2500
NAIM NAT 03

NAKAMICHI 480 black £495
NAKAMICHI 4811 (Silver) £495
NAKAMICHI 600 £400
NYTECH CT206

PIONEER F91 £695
PANASONIC SU-V3700 £1000
QUAD FM2 tuner £200
QUAD FM3 tuner £200
QUAD FM4 tuner £300
REVOX § Series System £1550
REVOX D36 (Reel to reel)

REVOX E36 (Reel to reel)

REVOX Pra HS77 (Reel to reel) £950
REVOX A77 ZImc (Reel ta reel) 2750
Revox B77 2 tr £100

REVOX PR99II 2 imck { 7.5/15ips) 2]500

LOUDSPEAKERS CLEAR-

£1298
£498
£196
£166
£198
£128
£298
£398
€125
£95
£198
£1148
£348
£298
£398
£378
£498
£595

SAVE A FURTHER 10%

ol q—i—:':q _v"

'-“' ﬁ..l N i :; .
ACOUSTAT Spectra 1100

Hybrid electrostotics £1500
ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE120 £800
AJ ACOUSTICS Ref 1 {active sub) €700
APOGEE Caliper Signature £3800
AUDIOMASTER MI.?I (walnut) £300
AUDIONOTE ESP (Inc stands) £1850
AUDIO PRO B250 Sub £1000
AUDVOSTATIC ES300 Electrostatics £1500
B & W (M1 (white) €195
B&W P4 (Cherry but marked) £700
B & W Matrix 801 £5995
B & W (C6 (centre) £200

B & W FCM8 THX (R.L. & Centre) 2%400
495

B & W DM1400 {Oak)

BKS 107 Il Hybrid ribbons £1750
CASTLE Chester (Walnut) £799
CASTLE Howard 52 £1400
CELESTION F20 £249
CHORD LS 3/5/12a (Piono black) 1995
CYRUS CLS50 Incl. Stands

DALI 400 £1000
DCM Time Windaws £600
DYNAUDIO SDA 2.8 £800
ELAC CL310i £850
ENSEMBLE Primadonna RARE  £10,000
GAMMA ACOUSTICS Epoch 5 £3000
HALES Signature System 2 £4000
HARBETH HL Monitor (Series Il) €500
HECO 10 SH £150
HEYBROOK HB2R £279
HEYBROOK Heystack (Rasewood)  £500
HEYBROOK Holos £450
IMPULSE H7 (Block) £1000
IMPULSE Hé6 £1200
INFINITY 8 Koppo 2]895
JBL TLX12 £250

JBL Century 100 (scratched mbmets) 2750
JPW AP3 (Black) 295
J.R. LPA Subwoofer inc. X-over 2600
JWS Quinty (Blk) £300
KEF Reference Model 1 (Burr/wolnut‘):EIZ')S
KEF Ref 101/2 500

KEF Ref Mod 1 £1300
KEF Reference 4 (Burr Walnut) ~ £4500
KEF Ref Model 1.2 (black) £1500
KEF REf 105 (circa 1978) £1000
KEF Q35 (Block) £350
KEF Cube (EQ Box) £700

LEAK (orig.) Sandwich 12 ohm 127 £400
LEAK Mini Sondwich(8 & 15 ohm vemons)
£250

LEAK Sandwich 200 Black

LEAK Sandwich 2030 Black €175
LEAK Sandwich 250 £200
LINN Nexus (Black + stands) £500
LINN Kaber (Rosewaod) ACTIVE  £2500

LOCKWOOD 'Majors' Studio Monitors
15" Tannoy Duol Concentrics) ~ £1500
GNA PLANAR 1c Imp £1400

MAGNA PLANAR MG 2.5 (001meo|)£2950
MAGNAPLANAR MG3.3
MARTIN LOGAN Aeon (As new) 23200
MARTIN LOGAN CLSII (walnut) ~ £6700
McINTOSH ML.1C3 Rare {circa ‘65) F.SOO
MEADOWLARK Shearwater

REVOX B910 Pra cassette deck ~ £1500
REVOX A76 £500
ROGERS Ravensbraok Tuner £150
SHUM MOOK supports

SILTECH HF-9G3 S.E.DIG. (1M} €230
SONY STS 555ES (cali) £495
SONY STS730ES £700
SONY JA 20ES Mini Disc Rerder £350
SONY WMD60 Pro. Wolkmon £250
STAX 3030 Basic L/Phones £550

STAX electrostatic headphanes inc

TT1 Valve Energiser

TEAC A1500 (Reel fo reel - 7" spools)£400
TEAC 33405

TRANSPARENT Ref Spkr (0.75M) 22250
TRANSPARENT Ref XL SE (3M) £4611
TRANSPARENT ReF XL SE (1M) £3915
YAMAHA TC800 GL (classic) £300

£548
£295

£95

POA
£158
£198
£295
£178
£128
£376

POA
£198
£395
£1495
£2875
£2295

£95

WE NEED THE SPACE! Speakers are taking up too much
space so, even though we alreody offer big savings, we're
reducing prices even further. Simply dedut ten per-cent
from the price of any speaker listed here then phone to
check availability. Remember, with few exceptions, all
our used items are tested and sold with three month

warranties, so you can buy with confidence.

MERIDIAN M3 Active £1000
MERLIN TSM-SE (Mint) £1600
MISSION 753 (Rosewaod) £799
MISSION 771E £195
MISSION 760SE (blk) £149
MISSION 773 {L.0ak £295
MISSION 783 {beech £1500
MONITOR AUDIO R252 (Teok)  £195

MONITOR AUDIO Monitor 2 (Rose) £400
MONITOR AUDIO Studiol2 £1200
MONITOR AUDIO Studio 14 (Marked) £900
MORDAUNT SHORT Ci {centre) £295
MORDAUNT SHORT 40i £650
MORREL Bass Master Oak {Marked)£1600
MUSE 15" Oak Subwoofers (2)

MUSICAL FIDELITY Ref 2 £250
NAIM SBL £1500
PINK TRIANGLE Ventrical £1500
PMC DB1 incl. stands (as new) £795
PROAC Tablette 2000 £649
PROAC Super Towers £1000
PRO-AC Response 2 (cherry) £1895
PRO-AC Studio 125 {Cherry) £1050
QNR Monitors (Black) £1200
QUAD ESL-63 (Teak) £3000
RED ROSE Music Spirit

(ribbon tweaters) incl stands £1200
RED ROSE R3 £3500
REGA XEL (Black) £990
REVOX Elegance (silver) £450
ROGERS Studio 1 £495
ROKSAN Ojan 3 Black £995
RUARK Broadsword {Rosewood) ~ £700

SNELL JI1 Inc. Stands
SNELL 13 High Sensitivity Monitors £770
SONUS FABER Concertino's 95

SONUS FABER Grand Piano £1695
SONUS FABER Guinieri

(indludes black stands) £5500
SONUS FABER Amati £11,800
SOUNDLAB Dynastats £3200

SOUNDLAB A1 Electrostatics
{solid cherry, beige / white grilles)
SPENDOR BC1/Indl. Stands

SPENDOR 520 (Black) £510
SPENDOR $3 Speakers £650
SPENDOR (3 Centre Speakers £450
TANNOY Berkeley £1000
TANNOY Buckinghom £5000
TANNOY Edinburgh £2500
TANNOY M3 £200
TANNOY DC2000 £200
TANNOY ST50 Tweeters £650
TARGET RS4 (circa 1977) scrotched £250
TARGET TM1 (circa 1977) scratched £200
THIEL €52.2 Discoloured veneer  £2500
TRIANGLE lcare £1500
TRIANGLE Comete XS £450
WHARFDALE 519 £275
WILSON AUDIO 6.1 (Black) £21,500

WILSON Grand Slam X1 (Series Il Plohnum)

WILSON BENESCH Act One
(vpgraded to incl. tactic drivers)  £6999
YAMAHA NS-C80 €120

QUALITY Hi-FI WANTED Cash ... Trade-in ... Commission Sales

£1298
£998
£425
€135
£75
£195
£695
£98
£195
£596
£299
£145
£295
£599
POA
£98
£898
£750
£595
£495
£595
£998
£695
£369
£1295

£896
£2228
£640
£376
£295
£398
£329
£378
£349
£475
£1196

£3496
£7996
£1100

POA
£295
£29
£455
£400
£498

£2495
£1295
£75
£95
£448
€125
£75
£896
€345
£295
£95
£9996
POA

£4498
£75
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X-Demo & Second Hand items — July 2004

Was Now Siitech SQ58G3 2x4m Balanced Interconnect x-demo 2370 1499

CD players DACs & Transports Spectral MH-330 15ft Interconnect RCA-RCA x-demo 800 499
Spectral MH-750 15ft interconnect RCA-RCAx-demo 1400 799
dCS Purcell Upsampler Non Firewire S/H 2999 1695 Spectral MI-350 20 ft Speaker cable x-demo 2100 1199
dCS Delius 24/192 DAC Non Firewire S/H 5999 2995
Krell KAV280CD x-demo 3999 2999 Tuners & Tape Decks, Power Supplies
Mark Levinson No 360s x-demo 7495 4499
Naim CD2 Player S/H 1989 975 AKG C1000 Condenser Mic S/H 241 110
Micromega DUO CD3/DUO PRO S/H 2799 999 ION Systems FMT 1 FM Tuners S/H N/A 175
Primare D30.2 CD Player "B Stock" 1500 995 Magnum Dynalab FT-R Remote
Theta Pro Basic Il DAC with Oscom/Balanced S/H 2990 1195 Switcher for FT101A/Etude (New&Boxed) 450 279
Theta Generation V Balanced S/H 6290 2499
Thule Spirit CD balanced O/P x-demo 900 449 Bargains Under £100
Unison Research Unico Valve CD x-demo 1195 895
Arcam Alpha Il CD Player S/H N/A 79
Turntables Tonearms & Cartridges Linn Helix Speakers S/H 279 79
Clearaudio $olutiqn/RBBOO x-demo 1595 999 Midland Audio X-change is looking for:—
Kuzma Stabi/Stogi S Turntable New& Boxed 1295 1299 3
Lehmann Audio Black Cube SE New& Boxed 650 449 Audio Research
McCormack Phono Stage New and Boxed 650 399 Krell
Rega Planar 3/Heed PSU/Bias S/H 630 269 Mark Levinson
Preamplifiers Naim Audio
Dcs
Audio Research SP11 MK 2 S/H 2950 1599 :
Electrocompaniet EC 4.7 Preamplifier x-demo 1295 995 Wadia
cash paid call John Roberts: 01562 731100
Amplifiers
Conrad Johnson Premier 140 Valve Power Amplifier S/H 7000 4750 Suppliers and installers of High
Graaf GM100 Valve Power Amplifier x-demo 4500 3250 e U
Krell KMA 100 monos S/H 7300 1999 o ke DhEshe
Mark Levinson No335 Stereo Power Amplifiers S/H 8500 4999 ATC ® Kuzma
Pioneer VSA-AX10i-s Surround Amplifier"1394" 2 mthsold 2499 1599 Audio Physic H Lavardin
Primare A30.1 Integrated Remote Amplifier "B Stock” 1500 995 Audio Research  Mark Levinson
Quad 606 Powerampilifier S/H N/A 349 AvalonAccoustics e Martin Logan
Red Rose Sprit Integrated x-demo 1000 649 Avid 3 Michell
Spectral DMA100s Power Amplifier x-demo 4750 3499 =il (]
. BenzMicro | Primare
Sirius D200 ( Now Gamut) S/H 3299 1599 Cardas o ProAc
Clearaudio §; Rega
Loudspeakers Conrad Johnson e Siltech
ATC SCM12 Cherry 3months old S/H 999 749 dCS § Sonus Faber
Avalon Eclipse Maple x-demo 9800 6499 Densen 2 Spectral
Apogee Duetta Taupe S/H 4290 1599 DNM/Reson , Nordost
Dynaudio Contour 1.3 MKI| Birds Eye Ele.d.mcompan'et o Sugden .
, Finite Elemente , TransparentAudio
maple Latest Version S/H 1200 849 Graaf ® Verity Audio
DynaStands Master SE S/H 176 119 Gryphon 3 Wadia
Martin Logan CLSII Anniversary
Electrostatics 7 mths Old S/H 6700 4795
Sonus R4 Stands S/H 329 199
Target R2 Stands S/H 379 215 MAX has moved ole
Townshend Glastonbury |l Black S/H 1800 699
Verity Audio Fidelio Piano Lacquer x-demo 7995 4499
Velodyne DD12 Subwoofer x-demo 3000 2499 | Www.midlandaudiox-change.co.uk

call John Roberts Tel 01562 731100
Cables & Accessories
orFax 01562730228

Acoustic Zen Silver Signature Balanced 12ft S/H 2700 1399
Cardas Neutral Reference 1m RCA-BNC S/H 550 375 The Old Chapel « Forge Lane « Belbroughton
Chord Chorus 1m XLR S/H 199 109 Worcestershire « DY9Q 9TD

Madrigal CZ Gel 1.5m Balanced new&boxed 599 299 2 . .

Madrigal MDC 2 1m Fatboy Digital cable new&boxed 319 159
Madrigal MDC 2 0.5m Fatboy Digital cable new&boxed 279 139
QED QNEXII 1m RCA-RCA Interconnect S/H N/A 22

mmMidland Audio X-Change



PINEWOOD MUSIC

of Winchester and Taunton

THE FINEST HIGH END IN HAMPSHIRE
AND THE SOUTH WEST

Melody and energy epitomise this wonderful and long-established
range of French valve designs. A visual feast of gold, brass, stainless
steel and glowing tubes, Jadis have created superb and affordable
amplifiers as well as the ultimate in high end. Very few dealers have
Jadis to demonstrate. Take a look at the full range of these timeless
works of art at www jadis-electronics.com and then give us a call.

[ PATHOS|

And this is how the ltalians do it: unique and stunning lines combine
with an immediate, articulate and dynamic sound to make the Logos
one amazing amplifier. An integrated hybrid, this has the ability to
make your speakers - and you - really come alive.

Selected items for sale

Sonus faber Signum and stands (mint) £ 850
Krell KPS-25sc (mint, our dem) POA
Krell KPS-28¢  (mint, our dem) £5900

THE PINEWOOD MUSIC COMPANY
Mobile : 07860 351113 e-mail : brianriv@mac.com
Winchester : 01962 77680 Taunton : 01460 54322

Agencies include: Krell, Sonus faber, Martin Logan, Jadis, Copland,
Pathos, Audio Research,Unison Research, The Chord Company,

Transparent , Futureglass, BCD Engineering, finite-elemente

DEMONSTRATIONS AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK

quality used vintage

audio cables &
i and modern equipment

accessornes

bigears speaker bought, sold-part-
cable and interconnects- exchange most
mail order specialists o - welcome!!

worldwide.

5 Vintage equipment for sale
I

| AMPLIFIERS
BLACKCAT ELECTRONICS TYPE 46 VALVE Stereo bloc [BRILLIANT WITH LOWTHERS
£850 Leak 15.1 Felicity - very rare KT66 amp pre dates 12.1 first commercial Leak £2000
Rogers/Williamson KT66 amp 50's very large transformers £1080 Quad I1's with original 22 pre-
i amp in very good original condition KT66 £800 Leak Stereo 20 good rebuilt condition with stereo
pre EL84 £425 Rogers Cadet 111 pre/power very nice ECL86 £155 Rogers Cadet i1 pre/power
near mint ECLB6 £225 Leak TL10's rebuilt/mint, beautifully ciean KT61/SP25 £650 Tripietone
mono single ended/various, all good/working condition EL84 £55 Dynatron LF15/16 mint excel
lent pair WITH original cages EL84 £350 Pye Mozart mono nice single ended EL34 £150 SUG-
DEN C51/P51 £375 QUAD 33/303 £175 FM3 £100 FM4 £250 405 £150 34/306 £400 306
£225 QUAD 44 £275 ARCAM Alpha 8 amp £215 MARANTZ PM60100SE £175 CYRUS
2/ICYRUS PSX £345 Musical Fidelity A1 £150 Mendian 101 PRE-AMP 103 POWER AMP [ser-
viced] £175 Meridian 201 pre £345 Meridian 605 power/monoblocs £875 Heybrook C2/P2
prespower £275 JBL 2405 tweeters £500 VITAVOX 52's compression drivers £600 §3's £350
Various 4 cell homs SANSUI C77/B77(pre/pwr] £275

SPEAKERS

TANNOY Rectangular Yorks 15" reds excellent cloth and cabinets £2500 TANNOQY Canterbury's
[new repro's] 12" reds nice £1750 TANNOY 3LZ's 10" golds lovely condition £450 WHAREF-
DALE Airdales very nice original condition, a seriously under-rated speaker £525 GOODMANS
Maxims brilliant small speaker first bookshelf £85 LOWTHER Dual position Acoustas lovely
birch faced ply PM6A £550 LEAK Sandwich good condition £120 ROGERS BBC LS3/5A’s teak
finish very good clean condition £750 CHARTWELL BBC LS3/5A’s beautiful £750 ROGERS
1.83/5A"s black nr/mint onginal boxes £650 BOSE 141{new] £150 JBL 2445 compression drivers
£225 KEF Coda 9 £225 TANNOY Cheviots 12" HPD] £425 Arcam Alpha 8 CD £165
MARANTZ CD6000 OSE £155 MYRAD CDI0 £225 MYRAD CD20 £325 SONY CDP X
3000ES £325 AUDIO Alchemy-dac in a box £85 Nukamichi BX2 £115 PIONEER reference CD
PDY91  Myrad CD10 £225 Myrad CD20 £325 Micromega stage 5 CD £425 Musical Fidelity B1
£145 Marantz CD5000[new] £145 Nagaoka CD NG7700[L.INN] £195 £275 JBL 2405 1weeters
£500 VITAVOX §2's compression drivers £600 $3's £350 Various 4 cell horns

MAIN STOCKISTS OF:

THE GLORIOUS MICHELL GYRODEC SE TURNTABLE £895 AND TECHNO ARM £395
THE BRILLIANT Graham Slee PHONO STAGES FROM £119 AND HEAD AMPS
+*THE SUPERB SHANGLING CD PLAYER AND INTEGRATED VALVE AMPLIFIER
*VIVA 300B INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER-CARTRIDGES VALVES ODDS AND ENDS!!
*BIGEARS SILVER SPEAKER CABLE 4 METRES TERMINATED £135
| METRE PAIR SILVER INTERCONNECTS TERMINATED £45 PHONO OR 5 PIN
DIN [BOTH AS GOOD AS ANY ANYWHERE AT ANY PRICE!!]

MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS-WORLDWIDE
*QUALITY USED VINTAGE & MODERN EQUIPMENT BOUGHT-SOLD PART-EXCHANGED
FEEL FREE TO PHONE OR E-MAIL FOR FRIENDLY ADVISE-IF | HAVEN'T GOT
WHAT YOU WANT 1 CAN PROBABLYGET IT!''OPEN10-7MON-SUN

Tel:01736-740421 e-mail christopherbirchley@btopenworld.com
website: www.geocities.com/noddyandbigearshifi

CLASSIQUE SOUNDS.(LEICESTER) INC ONE THING.
VINTAGE HIFI & VALVE SPECIALIST  TEL 0845 123 5137 (local rate)(UKonly)
ANTED Vintage and modern hifi eqpt. Part exchange welcome.

FOR SALE PRE/POWER AMPLI FIERS
Lumley M100's X 2 monoblocks. Export model. Triode switchable. 100W/Ch. Cost a fortune new. Bargain for £ 999 pr

Cyrus 111 integrated amplifier. Excellent. £299 Meridian Modular pre/power amplifier. Ex cond.  £249
Quad 34 pre amplifier with MC input 5 pin din Bxdf 225 Cyrus XPA power amplifier. 2X S0W. Excelient.  £19
Quad 44 pre amplifier. Boxed in good condition.  £249  Quad 405/1. Boxed and in good condition £25
Sugden A21A Integrated 6 months old. Silver front. £ 695 Quad 405, upgraded t0 a 4052 by Quad. Boxed. ~ £250

John Bowers (Musical Fidelity) pre amplifier. Special edition. MM & MC + aux and CD Excellent. Boxed Rare £175
Marantz PM80 pure class A amplifier. 2 X 25 watts£ 225 Audio Rescarch PHI valve phono siage £1700BXD £ 895

Arcam Alpha 3 amplifier. Mint Boxed! Instructions £ 100 Musical Fidelity *The pre amplifier”. MM &MC  £149
Naim Nap 180 power amplifier. Mint. Boxed. £799 Audiolab B000A imegraied amplifier. Boxed £19
Audionote valve amplifier 10Wich K4, Revalved  £450 Linn LK 100 power amplifier. Excellent condition. £395
Golden tube Audio SE40 single ended valve amplifier Complete with Bias adjust tool A wants of valve power £ 695
Sugden AUS| power amplifier. Boxed. £650 Rotel RBIT0 BX power amplifier. Bridgeable £125
Marantz PM66SE KI signature integrated amplifier £ 199 Naim Nap 90 & N 92 pre/power New cases £495
Pair Leak TLI2 + valve amps Grey. Rebuilt by me.£ 599 Crimson Electrik S10¢520 prespower amplifierBxd.  £249
Tube Technology Unisis valve pwr amp. Mint bxd £995 Rogers Cadet integrated tube amplifier. 10W £175

CR Developments Carmenta Line valve pre-amp. £450 Harmon Kardon HK 1400 line amplifierMintboxed £ 199
Sumo Athena 11 pre amglifier. Linc level. Superb. £399 Kenwood KA660D integrated amplifier. Black. £ &
Sugden A25 amplifier. Excellent condition & instr £200 Naim NAC 92 pre amp. S/NO 161840 Mint Boxed £299
Quad 77 integrated ampifier, Mint. Boxed. Instr. £399 Quad 77 remote control for amplifier etc. Cost £300 £ 149
Musical Fidelity B} integrated amplifier. Good condf 125 Naim Nait 3R integrated amp & remote MintBxd  £495
Linn LK1 pre-amp and remote. Good condition.  £249  Linn LK2 power amplifier. Good condition. £29
Quad 11s in various condition and prices £POA  Pioneer A400 integrated amplifier. Good cond. £125
Leak Stereo 20 valve power amplifiers from.... £ POA  Harmon Kardon integrated valve amp)I0V.Vare  £299
Quad 303 power amplifiers from £125 Arcam Alpha 2 amplifier. Mint. Boxed/instr £95
Nakarnichi CAS pre-amplifier. Ex cond. Cost £750 £375  Nakamichi PAS 100W/CH power amp. Cost £1300 £ 650
NVA A0 mono power amplifiers X 2.. Good cond £ 799 NVAA60 stereo power amplifier. Good condition. £ 295
Arcam Zeta 1 Pro logic Cinema amp. Cost £999.00£450  Quad 33 pre amplifiers, From..... £75
TURNTABLES
Thorens TD126 MK 11 C/W Dynavector MC&anm £249  Michell Syncro and Alphason Xenen MCS tone amm £39
Sansui XP-99 tumtable. Semi auto. Superb at only  £125 Sansui SR717 DD wrmtable. Top of the rnge deck £ 149
Garrard 401. Boxed. With book. Mint condition. ~ £300  Thorens TD160 with thorens tone arm. £95
Transcriptors Hydraulic reference/Decca am Mint£ POA  Garrard 301401 chassis in various condition from  £125
SPEAKERS
B&W CDM 1 loudspeakers. Standmounts Amazing £299  B&W DM4 speakers. Black finish £85
Kef Cresta 2's. Cherry. StandmountMint & boxed £ 80 Celesbon F30) floorstanders. Mint. Boxed Black ash £129
Pair Quad ESLS7 spkrs. Fully rebuilt by One Thing Audio. Black cloth tronts.5 ster review in Hifi World. Mint. £1699
Quad ESLS7 speakers Al fully serviced with full 3 months waranty Hear what ESL57s should sound like From£900 pr
Quad ESLST's nice condition. Bronze finish. ~ £700pr  Tannoy Lancaster with 12 monitor golds. £150
Roksan ROK-ONE speakers. Black. Mint. Boxed. £295 5D Acoustics SD3 loudspeakers. Piano finish £275
Heybrook Heylios. Black. Boxed. Ex condition  £199  Rogers LS55 speakers. Rosewood. Boxed. Exc cond £199
Tannoy Chatsworth with 12 inch monitior golds.  £700 Mordaunt Short MS201 peart. Brund new. Black ~ £169
Kef C20 Bookshelf monitor speakers in black £ 60 Magneplaner MG 14 . Boxed with £400 cak stands £99
OTHER ITEMS

JCyrus DAD 1.5 CD player with remote. Excellent.  £199 Cyrus PSX-R power supply. Ex condition £19
Ben Duncan Audiograde power conditioner. 1Kv.  £249 Phllips 101 top loading od player. Collectable £125
Marantz CD63 top loader od player. Collectable.  £125 Cyrus DAD3 Cd player with remote. Ex condition.  £275
Trio KT880L synthesiser tuner. AMFM. Black. £ 75 Rotel RCD 965 BX CD player. Mint. Boxed £ 149

Arcam Delta 150 nicam stereo tuner and remote. ~ £95  Marantz CD50 Cd player. Ex condition £M

GEC PX4 valve. Brand new. £100 Decca London intermational tone arm. New, Boxed.  £175
SME 3009 toneanmns from . £125 Rotel 950 CD player. Ex cond. Boxed. £100
Quad 77 RDS FM tuner. Mint, Boxed. Instructions £ 399 Nakamichi CDP 2E CD player. Ex condition £25

|Marantz SD275 twin cassetie deck.Doby BC £ 49 Technics SL-PG440A Mash CD playerfremote. £75
Aiwa AD-S750 Dolby B-C-S/HX pro cassette deck £ 75 Technics SL-PS620A CD playenremoke. £75

{_inx Tuner. Mint Boxed. Very unusual. Cost £549  £249 Quad FM3 tuner in excellent condition. £9
QUAD ESLS7 & ELS63 PAN 1

NEW  B&W DM70 Electrosiatic panels now undertaken. Price for one panel is £150.00

Reconditioned Quad ESLS7 speakers from only £900.00.pr-Why spend £4000+> Have your
L57 SPEAKERS STANDARD SERVICE £395.PR. Ring for info.

Exchange/ recon ESLS7 bass panel £130.Treble £90. ESL63 panels £ 108 refurbished.

ELS63/ESL57 speaker stands, available in black or woodgrain @ £179.00 a pair.

New socks for ELS63s £38 pr. Many other spare parts available. Please ring.

"Classique Sounds servicing restores the Quads to a position where they can hold their

head high", Jon Marks. HIFI WORLD. April 1999.Full servicing facilities available.
oughline 3 tuner service & realignment ”’ M (exm’es vaas. ureF; mﬂ;. \

One thing stereo decoder (back in stock ) £175.00 Ex review Hifi world.

t bargain) Hif
PURE SILVER INTERCONNECT CABLE
99.99% pure silver conductors. Quality gold plated RCA pheno plugs.

Half Metre terminated £70.00 One metre terminated £90.00. Available with Eichmann phugs + £30
New: Transhicent ULTRA + Heavy duty. 99.99% pure silver (4N). Eichmann Solid silver plugs
£249M Or £199.00 per half metre. 7 day money back guarantee if not better than existing cable

NEW. 1.0MM 99.99% Pure silver wire @€ 15m. 0.5mm pure silver wire @ £6.00m
Translucent pure silver mains cable. 3 amp. £129.00 13 amp £249
One Thing Mains cables. RFi suppressed. Sifver plated conductors.Voltage spike protection.only...£70.00,

NEW EAR/YOSHINO EQUIPMENT

ar 834P MM/MC phono stage with/without volume, Brand new. Boxed at only £615

ar 834P MM phliono stage. No volume control. Brand new. Boxed at only £489

ar 834L Line only valve pre-amplifier. Amazing. Brand new Boxed at only £549

C ; local rate anywhere in the UK)

Tel 0116 2835821 or 07802 213740 (Mobile). Callers by appt only.
Opening times 10.00am-6.00pm Mon-Friday.10.00am-2 00pm Saturday.
61 Aylestone drive. Aylestone. Leicester. LE2 8QE. Email
classique_sounds@yahoo co.uk
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AUDUSA EUPEN CSA 2.5 AUDIO AC MAINS CABLE
GNLM 05/04 and GNLM 05/2.5 ( CSA 2.5) Cable with

FERRITE TECHNOLOGY - A polymer material mixed with GNLM 05/2.5 (CSA2.5)
a considerable quantity of homogeneously fine high quality £48 for 1.0m, £58 for 1.5m,
ferrite powder.is extruded around the copper conductors. As a £68 for 2.0m. Off the reel £30
ferromagnetic material, it will go through hysteresis loops for 1st meter, £20 per m
thereafter.
. Wwhenever it is under influence of an alternating magnetic
4 ,'.’J figld. Qonsecutively magnetizing and demagnetizing the Eﬁgﬁ: 3##&2%2‘:?, (Igégzzos)
o material will cause considerable losses of high frequency energy. will be fitted at exfra cost.
"~ This energy is absorbed in the ferrite grains and converted into
' heat.The GNLM cables which in addition to the above described ferrite GNLM 05/04
technology is further protected with a foil shield and a drain wire and £58 for 1.0m, £72 for 1.5m,
specifically manufactured for High End audio use. Said by some to be the g??hfgrrg.eem' Also available

most neutral sounding audio ac mains cable on the market.
9 Both GNLM cables are avail-

Fitted with IEC (Martin Kayser) and MK Tough plug Cable able for export.
can be supplied fitted to our all steel 4, 6 and 8 way distri-

bution blocks. We can rewire the distribution blocks with SILVER SILVER - upgrade the cable with silver plat-
Eupen cable as an extra cost option. Refer to our web site ed contacts on IEC and and MK plug for £6. Aubusa
for details. - Eupen and LAT AC-2 mains cable available with 16 amp IEC (

AUDUSA - OOM Silverlink OCC balanced for certain models of amps by Krell, MF, Levinson etc), Marin-
speaker cable - stranded, silver on OFHC plus co/Wattgate IEC 320, Figure of eight, Bulgin, Hubble,European
three strands of OCC (tho Continous Casting - sin- Schuko,French, Australian, Swiss, Danish,Neutrik and other plugs
gle crystal copper) for improved bass performance. see our web site for IEC’s,MK plugs RCA and Banana

Mylarinfill and with designed in protection against
RF and EMI. conductor of 3mm diameter {approx 8
gauge). Cable Overall Dimension: 14.72 mm.

LAT International AC-2 AUDIO AC MAINS CABLE

W Y ) p p

e have deve}opgd a.cat.)hng (weaving) panerh along with S|LVERFUSE is a near alloy of silver
an unusual shielding/filtering system that gets rid of the and copper. IT IS NOT SILVER PLATED OR SIL-
garbage that contaminates your components. The difference VER CLAD. Plating (or clad, which is the same thing

you hear with our cord is astounding. Our power cord takes m as plza‘ting) causeds ::hdiodir;g effe<|:ttvwhe’n
advantage of silver in its design through use of our proprieta ; ;7 signal s passed through resulting in
Silverfusge conductors. The cogi\ductorsgare 10 gaugg a:d witrr1y \%ﬂ-HCHOIC{ brightness and distortion. The Silverfuse
) ) 7 process starts with seven nines OFHC cop-
PTFE; the best insulation available. Fitted as standard with * per wire with a diameter that is slightly larger
IEC / MK Toughplug. . 60cm £62, 90cm £75, 1.2m £88, 1.5m than the required size. It is then pulled through a
£101, 1.8m £112 etc Other lengths available and.off the reel. | trough of molten silver. The wire with a silver deposit,
4,6 and 8 way all steel mains distribution blocks fit:ed with .S then forced through a compacting d'fe where it is
) j subject to tremendous pressure. The silver and the
UK, Schuko or USA sockets.CE tested & approved rnains high purity copper are fused together into a near alloy.
distribution units manufactured of heavy gauge steel, finished The compacting fusion also reduces the wire diameter
in black and fitted with high quality 13amp sockets. It has to the desired size. No dioding subsequently
no filters, circuit breakers, surge protection, transformers, occurs with this process. The result provides for
resistors, capacitors, LED's, on/off switches, chokes, regu-

the benefits of silver; which are excellent defin-
) . X ition and clarity, with the high purity copper ben-
lators, just fitted with 1m of AC-2 mains cable.From £:66
for 4 way, £198, 6 way, £229 for 8 way.

connectors with silver plate contacts and other audio and
ac mains connectors

AC-2
Power cable compare
with products costing
ten times as much,
then decide

efits of warmth and mellowness.

LAT INTERNATIONAL inc USA - Analogue, Digital and Video interconnects and Speaker
cable better than most others at double the price.

SUNFIRE CORPORATION - snohomish USA

New for 2003 Sunfire Ultimate - world’s most powerful home cinema
- Receiver. 7 x 200 watts, Cinema Seven power amps, 7 x 200 and 7 x 400
v Signature True SubWoofer 13 inch cube True Sub MKIV 11 inch cube and Junior Sub
Woofer 9 inch cube -all with two drivers, to as low as 16hz, 116 SPL and 360 cu ins of air
movement, 1200 or 2700 watt patented amp technology. Solid state power amps 2 chan-
nel (2 x 300 and 2 x 600) and 5 channel (5 x 220 watts and 5 x 430 watts patented amp
technology (no heat sinks), Classic tube preamp and Theatre Grand || processor preamp

www.audusa.com

T: 020 8241 9826, 020 8264 0249 F: 020 8241 0999 E: sales@audusa.com




HEATHCOTE AUDIO

TEL: 01992 653999 MOBILE: 07860 511111 E-MAIL ADDRESS: HeathcoteAudio @aol.com

SPECIAL OFFERS
GAMUT D-200 POWER AMP (€£3950 RETAIL)
AUDIO RESEARCH 100.2
AUDIO RESEARCH VT-50 (£3650 RETAIL)
ROGUE AUDID TEMPEST {LATEST SPECIFICATION £2600?) BRAND NEW/BOXED
SOUNDLAB MILLENIUM-3 ELECTRDSTATICS BRAND NEW/BOXED
PERPETUAL TECHNOLOGIES PA-3/PA-1SIGNATURE-2 & MDDRIGHT PSU BRAND NEW BOXED

BRAND NEW/BDXED
BRAND NEW BOXED
BRAND NEW/BOXED

£2995
£1995
£2750
£1750
£5995
£1995

SOUNDSTYLE STATUS RANGE ST-105/ST310 CANCELLED ORDER (EACH) BRAND NEW/BDXED £275
SOUNDSTYLE STATUS RANGE ST-100 (CANCELLED ORDER) BRAND NEW/BDXED £250
SOUNDSTYLE ST-35 MIDI RACK BRAND NEW/BOXED £195
SOUNDSTYLE XS-105/XS$ -310 (CANCELLED DRDER) BRAND NEW/BDXED £225
CELESTIDN A-2 ( ROSEWDDD VENEER) LAST PAIR (£15D04) BRAND NEW/BDXED £1150
PRIMARE PRE-30 & A-30.2 PRE/ POWER AMPS (£2700?) EX.DISPLAY/BOXED £1750
PRIMARE A-20 INTEGRATED AMP EX.DISPLAY/BDXED £450
PRIMARE D-20 CD PLAYER EX.DISPLAY/BOXED £525
PRIMARE V-25 DVD PLAYER PRDGRESSIVE SCAN ETC(£1000} EX DISPLAY/BDXED £695
TALK BREEZE PHOND STAGE MM/MC EX NEW £250
LEHMAN BLACK CUBE SE (RETAIL £6507) BRAND NEW/BOXED £450
SUMMER SALE MANY ITEMS REDUCED
VALVE AMPS
UNISON RESEARCH S-6 REMOTE INTEGRATED (SUPER WRITE UPS}) EX DEM £1275
GRAAF GRAFFiti INTEGRATED (£2250) REDUCED £795
GOLDEN TUBE SE1-50 MK.11(REMOTE CONTROL £1150) MINT/BDXED  £650
AUDIO INNOVATIONS SERIES 500 INTEGRATED BOXED £475
JADIS DEFY-7 100 WATTS CHANNEL EXCLT £3250
AUDIO RESEARCH D-115 POWER AMP EXCLT £1650
VINTAGE RADID RESTDRATION ADUR MDNOBLOCS REDUCED  £895
AUDIONDTE P2-SE POWER AMP MINT  £650
JADIS JPS-2 TWO BOX PRE {WAS £8000) £3450
AUDIO RESEARCH LS-22 PRE WITH REMOTE UPGRADE & RE-VALVE MINT/BOXED £2795
AUDIO RESEARCH SP-9 MKII MINT/BOXED £995
CONRAD JOHNSON PV-4 EXCLT £495
DAKLEY IMAGE SIX AMERICAN VALVE PRE-AMP INC.PHDNO STAGE REDUCED  £395
UNISON RESEARCH C5P PRE AMP WITH PHONO STAGE MINT  £695
AUDIO SYNTHESIS PASSION PRE MINT/BOXED  TBA
SOLID STATE
KRELL FPB 600 STEREQ AMP EXCLT £6995
KRELL HTS HOME THEATRE STANDARD PRE AMP/PROCESSOR (£7000) MINT £2450
MARK LEVINSON. NO 23. POWER AMP (200 WATTS/CHANNEL) X 2 MINT/BOXED EACH £2795
MARK LEVINSON N0 .27 POWER AMP MINT/BOXED £2250
COUNTERPDINT SA-20 REDUCED  £895
OENON POA-6600 MONOBLOCS MINT/BOXEO £850
AVI 2000 MONOBLOCS (150 WATTS) MINT/BOXEOQ  £795
ROTEL RB-993 THX CERTIFIED AMP 3 X 200 WATTS MINT £1000
MARANTI $C-22 PRE & MA-22 MDNOBLDCS REDUCED £1100
CONRAD JOWNSDN PF-1 PRE INC.PROND STAGE REDUCED £995
ROKSAN LS-2 PRE AMP MINT  £375
DRELLE SA-100R REMOTE AUDIDPHILE AMP REDUCED £375
CYRUS STRAIGHTLINE MINT  £275
PINK TRIANGLE INTEGRAL 3 MONTHS USE (£4000) REDUCED £2495
PIONEER C-73 PRE & M-73 POWER AMPS MINT/BOXED  £795
cD
PERPETUAL TECHNOLOGIES SIGNATURE-2 PA-3/PA-1 /MODWRIGHT PSU BRAND NEW/BOXED £1995
WADIA WT-3200 TRANSPORT & DM X-32 DAC MINT/BOXED £1795
ACCUPHASE DP-80 TRANSPORT AND MATCHING DAC.(EXTREMELY RARE) REDUCED £2250
TECHNICS SL-Z1000/SH-X10D0 FLAGSHIP TRANSPORT & DAC (GOLD'WALNUT) REDUCED £1995
THETA CARMAN CD/DVD TRANSPORT MINT/BOXED £1795
THETA PEARL TRANSPORT REDUCED  £795
MARANTZ COA-34 TRANSPORT (AUDID SYN.MDD. AT& T/COAX) REQUCED  £575
ADIONOTE CDT ZERO TRANSPORT MINT/BOXED £375
AUDIONOTE DAC-1X SIGNATURE MINT/BOXED £595
THETA DS PRD GEN Il AT&T VERSION REDUCED £1995
THETA DS PRO BASIC-11 DAC MINT/BOXED £1275
MODNRID 188 DAC & SEPERATE PSU. REDUCED £395
MSB LINK DAC-3 24/96 ETC MINT/BOXED €£375
ROTEL RCO-991 BALANCED OUT AOJUSTABLE DITHER ETC. MINT £495
PIDNEER PD-91 REDUCED  £375
VINYL
SYSTEMOECK 1 BISCUIT BARREL TYPE (BELIEVEQ UNJSED) MINT/BOXED  £295
CONRAD JOHNSON EF-1 LEGENDRY PHONO STAGE MINT/BOXED £1095
McCDRMACK MICRO DRIVE PHOND STAGE REDUCED £395
DENSEN DRIVE MC. PHONO STAGE MINT  £275
DENSEN DRIVE M C PHONO STAGE XPS.PSU MINT  £325

LOUDSPEAKERS

SOUNDLAB MILLENIUM FULL RANGE ELECTROSTATICS (£9300) NEW/BOXED £5995
WILSON 5.1 SYSTEM PIANO BLACK CRATED ETC CRATED £6995
BKS 107 MK Il SUPREME EXDEM MINT BOXED £1350
MARTIN LOGAN CLST1Z & KINERGETICS SW-800 SUBWOOFERS ANO EXT.X/OVER (SUPERB) REDUCED £5250
KLIPSCH CORNER HORNS 104 DB BIRDS EYE MAPLE VENEER FANTASTIC! £3750
8 & W SILVER SIGNATURE, EXTERNAL X-OVER/3 METRE CABLES & SLATE STANDS REDUCED £2250
MARTIN LOGAN AERIUS 1 MINT/BOXED £1250
TAG MACLAREN CALLIOPES RING
ALON 11 OPEN BAFFLE FLDORSTANDERS REDUCED  £995
LIVING VOICE AUDATORIUN . EX DEM (CHERRY) REOUCED £1075
CELESTION A-2 FLDDRSTANDERS REDUCED  £595
REGA XEL (WALNUT) REDUCED  £550
KELLY KT 3 HIGH 95 DB SENSITIVITY CHERRY VENEER MINT/BOXED £750
INFINITY KAPPA-8 REFERENCE REDUCEQ £1095
SNELL C MK-IV AMERICAN OAK VERY RARE/GOOD REDUCEQ £1350
EPOS ES-14 WITH STANDS MINT  £375
BOSE 901 MK IV & MATCHING EQUALISER (RECENTE700 SERVICE) EXCLT/BOXED  £595
CASTLE HOWARD-2 PREMIUM BEECH FINISH EXCLT  £695
CASTLE AVON FLODRSTANDERS REDUCEQ  £395
CELESTION SL 600 AEROLAM CABS VGC £375
ACDUSTIC ENERGY AE-109 EXCLT £225
CELESTION DITTON 25§ VGC E£175
ACOUSTIC ENERGY ASW FB-110 SUBWOOFER AS NEW  £350
REL STORM-1 SUBWOOFER VGC £450
TRIANGLE ANTALS MATCHING CENTRE CHANNEL & 2 REAR SURROUNDS £850
RACKS/STANDS

SOUNDSTYLE ST-105/ SILVER/BLACK EX DISPLAY  £225
SOUNDSTYLE XS 105 5 SHELF EX DISPLAY  £195
SOUNDSTYLE XS 100 4 SHELF EX DISPLAY £175
SOUND ORGANIZATION Z-140 EXDIS  £95
CABLES

LOUDSPEAKER CABLE

XLO 7.1 SIGNATURE 7 FT PAIR X 2 BRAND NEW PACKAGED (EACH PAIR) £1200
PS AUDIO X-STREAM 3 METRE BI-WIRE AS NEW BOXED £795
TARA LABS PRIME 1800 18 FEET PAIR BI-WIRE AS NEW BOXEO ETC  £795
DIAMOND HI SILVER CABLES 3 METRE PAIR LOCKING 4MM PLUGS & 3 METRE PAIR SPACES ~ EXDIS RING
MIT MK-750 12 FT.PAIR 8I-WIRE REDUCED  £795
NIRVANA AUDIO SL-SERIES 2 3 METRE PAIR EX DEM. FACTORY TERMINATED £525
VAN DEN HUL REVELATION 2 METRE STEREQ PAIR TERMINATED VOH BANNANAS EX DIS £550
VAN DEN HUL REVELATION 2 METRE PAIR TERMINATED VOH SPADES £500
QED GENESIS 3 METRE PAIR FAC.TERMINATED-AIRLOCS AS NEW BOXED £295
XLO REFERENCE 6 FT PAIR TERMINATED SPADES/BANANAS £275
TRANSPARENT WAVE 200 2 METRE PAIR £175
CARDAS HEXLINK 2 METRE PAIR (FACTDRY TERMINATED) REDUCED  £250
AUDIDNDTE AN-SP 2 METRE PAIR (FACTDRY TERMINATED) REDUCED  £325
AUDIONOTE AN-L 4 METRE PAIR (FACTORY TERMINATED) £225
AUDIONOTE AN-L 3 METRE PAIR( FACTORY TERMINATED SILVER SPAQES £225
AUDIOQUEST CRYSTAL HYPERLITZ 2 METRE BI-WIRE TERMINATED £75
JPS LABS ULTRA CONDUCTER 8 FT.PAIR AS NEW (FAC.TERMINATED) £100
LFD 3 METRE PAIR £150
GOERTZ M-13 METRE PAIR (FACTORY TERMINATED) NEW BOXED £150
INTERCONNECT.

HARMORIC TECH MAGIC LINK DNE 1 METRE EX DEM REDUCED  £595
SILVER ARROW 1 METRE BALANCED XLR DEM USE ONLY (£1250) £650
ACOUSTIC ZEN SILVER SIGNATURE £495
XLO 3 METRE PAIR (PHONO) EX.DEM £225
MUSICAL FIDELITY NUVISTA INTERCONNECT 2.4 METRE BRAND NEW £250
AUDIOQUEST DIAMOND 2 X 2 METRE PAIRS £550 EACH
AUDIOQUEST LAPIS 4 METRE PAIR £450
VAN DEN HUL 0.8 MC GOLD XLR BOXED £200
LFD SPIROLINK 4 FEET PAIR £50
NORDOST RED DAWN 2 X 1 METRE PAIRS BOXED £195 EACH
NORDOST RED DAWN 2 METRE XLR BOXED £325
NEOTECH PROFESSIONAL CABLE 0.5 METRE BOXED ALMOST NEW £225

BLCK RHODIUM SYMPHONY 0.5 METRE/1 METRE
BLACK RHODIUM CONCERTO AWARD WINNING CABLE 0.5/1 METRE

BRAND NEW PACKED £50/65
BRAND NEW PACKED£80:100

SUPRA EFF-ISL 25 FT NEW/PACKED  £50
DIGITAL

MADRIGAL MDC-1 AES-EBU 1 METRE BRAND NEW/BOXED £225
TARA LABS CS AR REFERENCE AES-EBU BRAND NEW/BOXED £250

VAN DEN HUL THE FIRST 0.8 METRE EX DEM/BOXED
XLO 4.1 BRAND NEW
NIRVANA 1.5 METRE

£75
ONE METRE-£175 2 METRE  £225
NEW £225

MOST EQUIPMENT STOCKED IS DNE OWNER MINT/BOXED, SIMILAR QUALITY VINTAGE AND MODERN
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED FOR IMMEDIATE CASH PURCHASE. PLEASE PHONE GEORGE 10-6PM

Are you making the right connections?

Send for Britain’s biggest catalogue of
specialist cable and connections.
All available by mail order.
Phone 020-8942 9124 or clip
the coupon for your Free copy
www.custom-cable.co.uk

CUSTOM CABLE

PO Box 4007, London SW17 8XG
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¢ Please send me your FREE Custom Cable Catalogue ]
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5 Send to: Custom Cable Service / E
' PO Box 4007 [ gy, {
! London SW17 8XG :
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H ea t e rd a l e S— 292 Fincion Rood, Worlhing, WEST Sussex. 8N14 0€
..’& Tel. 01903-872288 or (after hours) 07860 660001 Fax. 01903-872234

audio limited e-mail: heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com //www hifi-sterec.com

WEATHERDALE PRE-OWNED GUARANTEED EQUIPMENT EXPORT FACKITIES AVAILARLE Mark Lewncon 431 Power Amp {our deronstraior) List Price £5995 Our Pros £49%  Sony Swreo Cassetts Deck TC-RSO2ES £150

Heybrook Sigrature Syztsm Pre Amp, Power Amp & CO Player £795 Sennherser T80 Head; £50
SPEAKERS Mark Levinagn 333 Power Amp £3850 Leitroozcks COM-820 Muthsystem Converter £125
Revel Safors Spealers Prano Black wan Absmanam Side Panets £129%6 Mark Levansen 205 Re! Mano Biocks, immacuiate condtion & boxed £4995 Mm&hrw%ﬁ\m&mﬂnnlm £75
Acousac Research 338 Siand Mount Speakers 215 Audio Rewasrch 0200 Powss Amp £1635 Sw wah&m\mmmmmmmmmnnsva&me £425
BoW B01 Mautiuss Speakers. £5750 Sugden Audskon P Amp £150 Sy ?tExDﬂm'SMtslulwm ih locking connectors normal retart £800 our piice  £495
R Gty e o T Ml e g S T 13 gt ot T o e poma e 1 b B

i her 1503 t ngrconnect

Revel F50 Speakers (new) 4% Mark Levinsan 383 int Amp 4435 xri.lf DO Player Region 1 DVD m
Wartedais Darmond B Spealers 50 Conrad sah 7290 RF25004 Armp £1835 "a'a OVD Piayer ST95 £145
BoW M4 Speaers In Roserut 122 Boultier 102 AE Power Amp ® Stax 4240 Headphooes £850
Exax swnmmmgs‘smus £140 Chord 1200 Mona Blocks £2995 1mir Kondo Ksi Lp Interconnect {Kormal Prce £2000) £995
Orchid LWO Speakers Ex Demo £2495 Musical Fidels Pw" ""l IAmps With MF3a Pre Amp & Psu £695 Yamana C1-810 AmFm Tuner £125
B+W COM1 Speakers £350 Raim NAP £350 Makamich b2 cassetie deck £195
Mis=ion 782 (Stand Mount Model) (Black Ash) Just Reduced From £25¢ £150 WLE'S!I)N;;:;MZ> £5935 szusmrmm W";MLMRMM Normar Retell £2996 £1995
Audio Wmpo speaker £995 Audionote Mo £5935 Authgnste ponde) 3mir pas SPZ spacker cable 1995
Revet LE1 Sub Amp Plus 2 Sub 1 £5995 Adcom GFA 5300 Powes Amp £350 Autin Neve dmndy) iSE-LP Siver W2 ierconnect 1 mir pair £850
€itax Symphony Hoor standing speakers £99

GO PLAYERS & TRAASPORT TIHIARB CMIBIDG‘-S L IDNEARNS
PREAMPS Accuphase DP55Y CD Playes Unussd £2005 dabl wih SHE Siras 3 Tonean £350
Conrad Johwson 16LS Pre Amp £399% Accuphase DP67 CD Ptayer Unused £2995 S&ocur "‘ brend new dicounted Ca wiges
Mark Levinson ML23s Phono Stage £29% Mark Levinson Ret CD Traneport & Dac £9250 Rega Plarar 3 Tern JM’&&; 1%
Proceed PAV Pre Amp £13%5 Meridian 508 20brt Cd Player & MSR Remote £850 Michefl Gymed Turntable with Linn Ittok-LVIl Asm £995
Sony 1000 ESD Digita) Pre Amp £150 Mark Levinson 37 Cd Transport £2750 Koetsu Urushv Goid Unused BARGAIN £POA
Conrad Johnson PY14L Pre Amp £1595 Koetsy Red Unused BARGAIN £POA
Nam Nac 92 £350 MISCELLANEQUS Mzhel with qC power Supply £995
Exposure 11 412 Pre Amp & Power Supply Just Reduced trom £900 £65¢ Audo %o (Kondo) Dsgrtal Sitver Liz cable 1mtr, boxed mwnd condibon phce new £700 our prce. £475 Verdwt Wa0d amm board Nermal Recat £800 L.
Adcom GTP 450 Tuner/Pre-Amp £350 Zen Acousixs Hologram |1 181t BAWire Pair (new) Normal Prce £1600 Our Pnce 12

Transparent Power Link Power Cord 2mtr £95 DADS
AMPLF IERS Transparent 2mir Ret Powr Link 2. Soxed 3 P m': » £395
Yamaha CAY010 Metcgraled Amp £395 Revox Ht1 Cmm: Desk. €395 V h Lewinson 353 £1995

rated Amp Unused £2295 Selection of Kontax Auto Cabies, 5l & single ended CEC DXS51 M2 DAC wah CEC TLS1 Transpert £19%
Mark Levinson 334 Power Amp £3995  Hoacnd AM-FM Raw uner F1-5500 mk2 285 Dther services avallable. See | In smu 0% Finance. Conditions Apply. See In store
VISA - SWITCH - MASTER CARD - AMEX - DINERS CLUB WELCOME.
ALL USED CARTRIDGES ARE CHECKED UNDER A MICROSCOPE BEFORE BEING OFFERED FOR SALE. WE TAKE PART EXCHANGE ON NEW & USED STOCK and buy in for cash
Y

HADCOCK GH242 & GH228 TONE ARMS
For the finest sound with any cartridge

G.F.C HADCOCK
Audio Division
Langley House Highwood Road Uttoxeter Staffs ST14 8BQ
Tel/Fax 01889 569166

Weald Audio

purveyors of esoteric & quality hi-fi components

07966 267404 email coom@btinternet.com

LOOK EXCLUSIVE!

PERPETUAL TECHNOLIGIES,P1-A,P3-A DAC AND UPSAMPLER,PLUS
MONOLITHIC POWER SUPPLY,MODWRIGHT "SIGNATURE" UPGRADE, Please
see the reviews. (hvallable from usthen make up your own mind, demos

available. Dlgltal as never been so analogue! POA.
This months Deligh
Pink Tnangle Ordinal dac wum Da Capo filter £450
Nalm (D1 Mint Boxed £850
ts 50 Transmision line speakers £395
DPA PDM | SERIES 3 two box dac and t} transport £175
Magrepan MG 2.5/R nbbon speakers £995
Mendian 557 power £850
§ (emdek IIX 900 WI[h (] £250
Il Ksa 50 Power Amf £1195
Uniscn Research Smart 845 Monos Plus Mystery Pre,
£6080) Check The Reviews! £2845
eta Gen ¥ Dac (Another One!) £1795
Orelle CdI0 Trang hport £350
Audic Analogue aestro integrated ex dem £1495
Theta gen ¥ dac (£ £1695
Audio Research § mk (£2850) £1095
Apogee Calipers(brand new,custom finish,ring ') . £1895
Apogee Duettas mk2 (brand new astom fimsh ring) £2995
Accuphase dp80I cd transport (£6000" £1095
Unison Research smart 845 monoblocks(the best) £2095
Mark levinson no.23 wr amp £2595
Mirage 1090i omni dir. Spkrs £495
DPA Enlightenment pre/pwr(late chrome models) £195
Nakamichr CRIE 2 head tape deck £195
Audlostatn( ES200 e/stats £1395
Art Audio Quunte? |5 watts of valve loveliness! £145
Conrad [ohnson PFlLpreamp £695
Conrad Johnson PYS valve pream £595
Counterpoint SAI2 valve hybnd unbeatable!) £595
Counterpoint SA20 vaive hybnd (more unbeatable') £895
(ounte rpoint DAIIE «d trans or ( hilips cdm4 £495
Krell 300|| integrated 3 0 wa s/c annef! 2195
Mendian 601 dac/preamp (£2 £695
Audioiab 80005 remote amp £345

Krell 3001 integrated amp £1295
Similar high quality components always reqmred,please ring or leave details
via email,call us last we try harder!

Low cost shipping available demos by appointment only, WWW.qtasystemS.CO.uk

We are currently $ mins from jfﬂ/m
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private ads

Dgelers must not advertise n the Private Classifed section.

Monthly consecutive

msertions will be considered Trade advertising. The Publisher reserves the right to judge submissions.

SPECIAL OFFER - Book a Private Classified Advert - Get One FREE!
Plus one months FREE Internet advert.

classifieds

See Page 129 for order form

This offer is only open to Private Classified advertisers

SONUS FABER Cremona
speakers £3500. E.A.R.V20
integrated amplifier £1500.
Aloia PST I1.0li pre-amp,
Aloia 15.0li power amplifer
6C x 60 watts 4 box system
£1800.Tet: 020 8531 5979

Quiy

‘SCANSPEAK HIGH End
units. Models 8545. Carbon
bass/mid two pairs, ‘retail’
(£100) each. D2905/9500

trebe one pair ‘retail’ £80
each. Unstarted project.
Boxed! ‘Guaranteed! Unused’
Cos: £560. Sell £280.Tel:

0 382 552 072 (Jul(l)

FCR SALE: Roksan Xerxes
turntable with SME arm board,
very good condition, little use
£250. Nagra reel to reel
recorder £450.Tel: Matt 07775
560 357 or Email:
a.hankinson@clara.net (Jul(l)

IMPULSE H2 for sale. Horn
loaded, floor standing, high sen-
sitivity speakers. £1000 ono.Tel:
07974 274 615 (Jul(l)

AUDIO NOTE ANJ-SPX black
silver wired with dedicated cast
iron stands (£1900) £799.
Audio Note OTO-SE line
immaculate condition (£1190)
£550. AN-L 2x 4m factory ter-
minated cable £300 (£150) Tel:
07855 444 054 anytime (Jul(l)

QUAD | IL speakers, rose-
wood, mint condition £250.
Sand fitled stands £25. Exposure
Bl wire speaker cable, 10
metres £20.Tel: 02476 448 344

{Coventry) (Jul(1)

TEACVRDS T transport £275.
Cambridge Dacmagic £75.
Marantz PMé66 Kl Signature
amplifier £175. Above retro fit-
ted IEC sockets. Marantz PM40
SE amplifier £95. Rega Planar 3/
RB300/K9 £175. All mint 014
357 5308 (Glasgow) (Jul(l)

WANTED: DENON POA
4400A Power amplifiers, must
be vgc. Tel: 02476 395 228 or
02476 348 894 (Jul(l)

MICHELL FOCUS One
turntable, Linn Basik arm, mint
condition, still in box, £400.
Quad ESL57 speaker, mint con-
dition £400.Will demonstate.
Tel: 01332 574 396 (Jul(l)

ARCAM DIVA A855 amplifi-
er, boxed, in new condition.
Includes phono upgrade.
Bought for £848, sell for
£425.Also Arcam Alpha 8R
amplifier, sell for £125.Tel:
01495 724 889 or Email:
kwscwrfa@aol.com (Jul(l)

NAIM SUPERCAP with
SNAXO 3x6, very little use,
excellent condition, boxed,
1995, £1550.Tel: 07860 513 729
evenings. If no reply will return
message. (Jul(l)

ARCAM FM] CD23 £550.
Arcam FM] integrated ampli-
fier £500. Arcam FM] P2S
power amplifer £350. B+W
603 speakers £200.All
together with cables and
interconnects £1400 ono.
Tel: 0121 378 0337 or
Mobile 079 3288 9319 (Jul(l)

AVANTGARDE UNO Horn
| speakers £4500. Sonus Faber
Cremona speakers £3500.
Aloia PSTII.O1i pre-amp,

Aloia 15.01i power-amp
60+60 watts £1800. EAR.
V20 integrated amplifier
£1700.Tel: 020 8531 5979 or
9790 326 5205 (Aug(l)

NAIM CDX, 2 years old,
£1250. Naim XPS, 18 months
old, £1000. Chord Anthem
nterconnect £100.All superb
condition/sound with manuals
and remainder of guarantee.Tel:
02380 274 494 (Jul(l)

LIVING VOICE Avatar OBX-R,
with Mkll x-overs, European
maple. Exquisite sound, won-
derfully dynamic. 94dB sensitivi-
ty.The reference speakers to
many hi-fi reviewers. New
£4000, asking £3000 ono.Tel:
01296 437 314 (Aylesbury,
Bucks (Jul(t)

NORDOST VALHALLA Im
phono interconnect asking
£1300. JPS Superconductor +
speaker cable. 5 foot bi-wire
pair and 5 foot single wire pair
- WBT banana plugs. £450,
£275 respectively. Tel: 01296
437 314 (Aylesbury, Bucks)

Qui(h)

SUPEPRB PAIR of Klipschorn
corner speakers in American
oiled walnut. These awesome
speakers are acknowledged
as one of the worlds great-

est. House move forces
reluctant sale. (£6200)
£295C.Tel: 01202 388 688
(Dorset) (fJul(l)

REVOX A77 Half track low
speed, fully serviced and aligned
01.03.04. Metal chassis, £200.
Revox A77 Half track high
speed, fully serviced and aligned
01.03.04. wooden case £300.
Tel: 07710 82 82 86 (Brighton)

(ul(1)

LYNWOOD MAINS condition-
ers (two).The Advanced £50.
The Mega £125. Nordost Silver
Shadow digital interconnects., 2
@ 0.6mtr £225 ono.Tel: 01249
821 288 (Jul(l)

MYRYAD MA120 RC
Integrated amp £200. Myryad
MT 100 tuner £250. Both mint
condition. Rega RB600 unused.
4 months old £200. RB300 |
year old £80. Reson Reca MM
cartridge, only 40 hours use +
spare stylus £100. Several
Soundstyle stands - cheap -
buyer collects. Tel: 02392 356
955 (Jul()

wwwihifiworld.co.uk
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GARRARD
401/SME/M75G2/Plinth £200.
Goldring 88 £75. Collaro 2010
£25. Ditton 25s £100. Ditton
44s £80. Mezzos £35.
LNB/S8RSDDs £50. Leak 2020s
£25.Tel: 0773 309 7673 or
Email: nnh@dmu.ac.uk
(Leicester) (Jul(l)

MERIDIAN 557 power-amp,
200wpc, under warranty until
October 2004, mint, hardly
used, £895.Tel: 01993 883 523

Qul()

CYRUS 3i amp, as new, boxed
with remote £250. Quad 303,
boxed with leads, 1993 service
£95. Cambridge CDA4SE, excel-
lent condition, remote, £75.Tel:
Mark 01206 752 558
(Colchester, Essex) (Jul(l)

SONUS FABER Electa Amator
Mk, ironwood stands, excel-
lent £1600. Tannoy Canterbury
I5HE special cherrywood.
42x28x 18. Retails in standard
walnut £9.5k, brand new, boxed
£5k. Tel: Kevin 01245 251 235
(Chelmsford) (Jul(l)

CYRUS SYSTEM: CD7Q CD
Player, Cyrus 7 amp, 2x PSX
power supply, Smart power.
Cyrus Tri-Arbour oak stand,

mint and boxed. Cost £3400,
sell £1300.Tel: Nick 01253
713 033 (Lancs) (Jul(t)

AUDIO RESEARCH LS25 Mk2
£4000. SPIl Mk2 £2000. Michell
Orbe SE £1000. Koetsu Red
Signature, 900 hrs, £500. Origin
Live Silver £300. Kimber 8TC,
8ft bi-wire £120.Tel: 07973 793
892 or Email:
stephen@dbn.co.uk (Jul(l)

REVOX A77 Half track low
speed, fully serviced and aligned
01.03.04 Metal chassis rack
mount £200. Revox G36 Half
track LOWV speed, takes N.AB.
spools, 1960’s model £200. Tel:
07710 828286 (Jul(})
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Oak Farm, Goose Green Lane, Thakeham, West Sussex, RH20 2LW
Telephone: 01798 817496 Fax: 01798 817560
£CCB MULLIRD £8 SRGY SIC £25  2UF 400V DUB 58 | | TRANSFORMERS GRESHAM O/F PARMEKD 0/F
£CCB2 MULLARD €2 SIESK £20  2UF 1000V 1CC $12 || PARMEKO O/F PRINARY 200250 S0CS SCRN PRIMARY 200250 50CS SCRN
ECCE3 MULLARD £35  DM2GC £15 PRIMARY 115:230 50C5 SCRN SECONDARYS SECONDARYS
M8 162 HULLARD 8 6080 USA £10 AXIAL CAPACITORS SECONDARYS 003500350400 150 1504000400450 750MA
8136 HULLARO £18  6L66 USh €30 25UF SO0V 0UB O/F £10 || 3800-380 176Ma FWR . e
NE137 MULLARD 42 4166 SIC $45 SUF SO0V DUB O/F $10 || 1500150 7ma R 400300350400 250KA 60 (OM-443-4A (D)
£V66 BRIMAR UK £22 5881 USh £35 JUF 1000V 0UB O/F $0 ||320323 o) (OM45 34
6V66 USA §15  SBB1 RUSSIAN 825 UF 500V TCC O/F £ 64V 234 (02) PARMEXO 0/F (OM-4-6.3~34 §125
ECC31 MULLARD £35 40331 SIC £125 1UF 1500V TCC O/F £6 32032124 40 PRIMARY 115-230 S0CS SCRN
ST L Y e s
G 0.1UF 350V 1CC 0/F
ECC34 MULLARD “o- 157 6K S0 00l 00V ofF 5 PR 15730 505 SBN R e
ECC35 MULLARO €40 6550AGE USA €35 (. 250F S0V PLESSEY 8 || SB0MA OC (CH) SECONOARYS
£280 MULLARD £10  SU4GBRCA $20 g 5uF 3500 1C O/F s 1|3 240 DC (CO) 95 3503000300350 100MA
181 MULLRD $13 GI33 MULLLARD £30 ) 70F Y000V SPRAUGE go || 004500450500 40K 240 6314 6334
i 5 o o o b doovich ol 5 || ooy it 543 2 16
k ¥, ;
£CLB6 TESH §0  SBMSIC 15 e g || PRy 115230 50c5 SCRy S e GARDENERS POTTED
K166 CLEAR GEC S0 5B254M SIC 1% 0.220F 630V W|MAW 3 | | SECONOARYS 1503000300350 12004 PRIMARY 115230 50CS SCRN
it W B B s
46 SH 0 ] -
X161 6EC €30 2116E USA £12% 0.22UF 400V MULLARD 3 06334 0534 O 4534 35105(?35?572'2:
K188 GEC £160 186 MULLARD 00 chokss 06324 60 (OM443-4 £95 :
G130 MULLARD $I0 EF184 BRIAR R i & 70010 44 £0
G134 MULLIRD £45 807 USA O o e O/ w0 || PESsEYoe PARMECO 0/F
6132 MULLARD §35 PARM 0/ o PRIMARY 115230 50¢5 SCRN PRIMARY 200250 S0C5 SCRN PARMEXO 0/F
6737 MULARD 35 BLOCK PAPER CAPAUITORS 10K 1 50MA PARM 0/F 0 SECONOARYS, PRIMARY 200.250 50€S SCRN
6137 COSSOR £50 0.25UF 1000V ICC ST gy 08 1 Z00ERRAIO/ S0 3650365 215 SECONDARYS SECONDARYS
£(CBB PHILPS €15 0.1UF 3000 0UB §20 10N T00MA PARM O/F 8351 57057 some 450-4000400450 12004 '
EBYCC MULLARD 30 0250F 1700V ICC §90  SH S0DWAPAR O/F B0 | 65365 % (OM-45- 34 (Om-45-63-34 b2) £
COASIE MENS £40 D IUF 5000V OUB §20 M Z50MAPARM O/F o o OM4-63-34
£F37A MULLARD £15 1UF 1500V TCC §20 3 H 180K PARM O/F &0 P oM Ab3-5 95 PARMEKO O/F
£FB6 MULLARD £25 0 SUF 1000V TCC §15 5 H 100MA PARM O/F £35 PARMEKD 0/ ’ PRIMARY 200:250 5005 SCRN
£L34 MULLARD £80 BUF 200V TCC €10 50K SOMA PARM O/F £30 ) SECONDARYS
€37 MULLARD $80  O'SUF:0 250F 350V §7 21 300MAPLESSEY 0/F §20 [ | PRIMARY 115230 S05C SCRN PARHEXD 0/F
£L156 TELEFUNKEN §175  120F 350V OUB §17 6 H 250MA PLESSEY O/F £35 SECONDARYS PRIMARY 115230 50CS SCRN (OM 456334
U18/20 GEC £30  8UF 400V DUB §15  16H30MAPLESSEY O £30 || 2750275 40M4 SECONDARYS (OM-4:5 34
FW4-500 MULLAKD §20  BUF 1000V 0UB £20  45H SMAPLESSEY O/F £20 6.4 600MA 6.5 24 §50 1500150 B9MA G0 (OM463302) £55
M4 GEC £25  05UF 800V 1CC §15 100 120MA VARNISHED £30
M6 oL §25  10F 1500V DUB ni ah1 T 1 i PARMEKO O/F PARMEXD O/F
45/ BRIMAR £30  1UF 600V DUB 8 200
6587 USA €0 1UF 600V TCC £12 100 150MA VARNISHED §30 || SECONDARYS PRIMARY 115230 50CS SCRN PRIMARY 115230 SOCS SCRN
120X7 WAGE §25  AUF 400V DUB §10  10H 75MA VARNISHED §20 2250:225 100MA SECONOARYS SECONDARYS
£190 MULLARD £12 AU 800V DU £15 16 120MA VARNISHED §30 || 6415 £50 4003500350400 60MA  £50 02556324 () £60
614 GEC £10 4UF 1000V DUB $18 504 29M4 POITED £45 =
5146 GEC £70 4UF 1500V 1CC £20 154 120MA POTTED £40 P&P £5 PER ORDER TRANSFORMERS AND OVERSEAS POSTAGE AT COST
_ - ALL TEMS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY
e A L
VISA
—

Connoisseur _qudio

* % * ** OUR GUARANTEE * * * * *
® TO BEAT ANY GENUINE PART EXCHANGE OFFER YOU HAVE BEEN MADE
® Min 2 YEAR WARRANTY ON ALL NEW EQUIPMENT
® 6 MONTH WARRANTY ON ALL PRE-OWNED EQUIPMENT
Tel: 0845-166-1249 ® CUSTOMER CARE- BEFORE & AFTER YOU BUY Tel: 0845-166-1249

FULL RANGE NEW EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE FROM :

AUDIO ANALOGUE, ANALYSIS PLUS CABLES, AUDIO PHYSIC, BEL CANTO,
EAR/YOSHINO, PATHOS ACOUSTICS, CROFT, BLUENOTE, PLINIUS, OPERA, GRAAF,
UNISON RESEARCH, PERPETUAL TECHNOLOGIES DANWRIGHT, PS AUDIO,
DYNAVECTOR, LYRA, SUMIKO, STAX, ORIGIN LIVE etc

With
SUPERB PART EXCHANGE DEALS
* k k Kk *k

SELECTION FROM PRE-OWNED and EX-DEM EQUIPMENT :
(all boxed etc unless stated)
Arcam FMJ CD23 £675 * Audio Analogue Maestro CD £1375 * Audio Physic Virgo 3 £3499 * Audio Physic Virgo 2 £1875
* Bluenote CD inc Valve DAC £1425 * Bluenote Belvedere T/Tabie £2375 * Boboli Sig. cart. £599 * Bluenote Reale Speakers £3495
* Bluenote A6 £1099 * Cary CAD300SEI Integ. £1999 * Croft Twinstars Various — Call ! * Croft Vita Pre £875 * Croft Epoch Pre £1275
* Croft Charisma £1975 * Croft Dakshini £50/110wpc £2999 * Clearlight RDC Rack £495 * EAR 509 Jubilees LE XLR £3999
* EAR V20 Integ. £2350 * EAR 834L Chrome £699 * Graaf GM20 * OTL £3300 * Pre-owned £2499 * Opera SP2 £1299
*(pera Quinta £1699 * Opera callas £1050 * Origin Live Sovereign T/Table £3850 * OL Resolution £1970 * OL/1 Arm £124
* ()/L. Conqueror £2499 * Roksan Kandy Integ. Mk 111 £399 * Roksan Kandy Power £375 * YBA2 Pre & Power £1275
* Triangle Celius 202 £600 * Triangle Ventis £1859 * Pathos Acoustics Classic 1 £1175 * Logos £2250 * ProAc Response 1.5 Yew £999
* Unison Research Hybrid £759 * Unison Research S8 £2499 * Unison Research §6 £1275 *

www.connoisseuraudio.co.uk 0845-166-1249 info@connoisseuraudio.co.uk
Analysis Plus Cables & Interconnects - TRY & You’ll Buy !! Or we refund !
www.connoisseuraudio.co.uk
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Dealers must not advertise in the Private Classified section.
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Plus one months FREE

Internet advert.

classifieds |

Book a Private Classified Advert - Get One FREE!
See Page 129 for order form

This offer is only open to Private Classified advertisers

AUDIOLAB 8000Q pre-amplifi-
er. Good condition, remote,
boxed. Priced for quick sale,
£480.Tel: 020 7731 6497 or
Email RichardDickinson@
compuserve.com (Jul(!)

MONITOR AUDIO Studio 20
SE, cherry, three years old,
including very high quality
jumper leads, tiny unnoticable
scratch and chip on one speak-
er, otherwise immaculate,
boxed, will demonstrate, £920.
(£2200).Tel: 0179 451 1407
evenings (Jul(l)

E.A.R. 864 Preamp, mint, boxed,
manuats, £850 ono. Nordost 2
metre stereo pair ‘Solar Wind’
speaker cable, £75 ono. | metre
‘Blue Heaven' speaker cable
stereo pair, £85 ono.Tel: 01745
331 681 evenings. Mobile 07714
530 889 (jul()

HORNING ONE Loudspeakers
£725. Audionote OTO SE
Signature, £725. May exchange
speakers for Quad ELS.Tel:
01273 727 476 (Jul(l)

QUAD 34, FM4, 405-2. All
boxed plus all leads, £480 ono.
IPL M3 transmission lines
mahogany veneer, £140 ono.Tel:
01283 814 422 evenings or
07952 865 404 daytime (Jul(!)

MARK LEVINSON 383 inte-
grated amplifier in perfect
condition with all original
packaging. £3695 ovno.
(£6000). Also Levinson 27

power amp, mint, £1795
ovno. Can demonstrate
either amp.Tel: 01202 624
094 or Email:

paulfrend | 23@aol.com

Qul(l)

WANTED: LUXMAN LV 105
integrated 80wpc amplifier. For
Sale: Linn LK 1/LK280 £500.
Hitachi FT5500. Tuner £50.
Densen DP Drive MM/MC
£200 Tel: 07833 325702 (Jul)

NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE
Spacedeck, latest thicker platter,
Rega RB600, Reson Etile, mat,
clamp (£1950) £1300.Tom
Evans Microgroove plus MC
phono stage (£800) £500. New
LP’s £5,for list Tel: 01453 544
050 (Jul(l)

TRICHORD DELPHINI-NC,
Aucio Research VT-60,VT-100-
Il, D-60, poweramps Oracle
Delphi, RB300, Quad ESL-57
stands ,AN-J/D stands, MF-MX
preamp, Leak Stereo-20,
Garrard 301, SME-3009imp,
Creek T50, Magnum A-200, MP-
330.Tel: 0117 955 6555 or
07979 514 450 (Jui(l)

MAGNUM A200 Stereo power
amplifier 220wpc, matching 2-
box preamplifer. Fantastic
sound/build quality (£3500)
£1500. Loudspeaker cables,
Audioquest Midnight 5 metre
pair/2 metre pair - intercon-
nects, various, giveaways. Tel:
Allan 0117 952 1341 or 01179
556 555 (Jul(l)

SUBWOOFER MILLER Kriesel
MX 125 200w 2 x |2in drivers,
black, superb sound (£ 1500)
£750.Valve amplifier, 50wpc,
integrated, four fine inputs, vol-
ume control, quality contruc-
tion, excellent sound, (£1500)
£500.Tel: Allan 0117 952 1341
or 01179 556 555 (Jul(l)

AUDIO RESEARCH LS9
pre-amp, boxed, manual,
remote, as new, £850.AVI
S$2000MC CD player,

boxed, remote, as new,
£475.Tel: 01782 397 971
(Staffs) (Jul(l)

RATA TORLYTE turntable sup-
port £195. Mullard EL84's,
ECC8i’s, EF86's RCA and
Mazda ECC83's, Raytheon and
Tungsol 8814A’s (ECC82).All
Avo tested. Hitachi speaker
cable £30.Wanted: Audionote
Kit One.Tel: 0113 255 9475

Qui(

EXPOSURE NEW Classics
XX preamplifier (£1400)
£750, XXVIIl power amplifier
(£1400) £750, interconnects
incl. Also Kimber Select KS-
1021 0.5m interconnects
(£470) £270.Tel: 020 7609 2764
or Email: robinhull @
macunlimited.net (Islington)

(Qui()

SONY SCD| SACD/CD player.
This sought after high end
model is Sony’s uitimate state-
ment. Stunning SACD/CD
replay with variable digital fil-
ters. Pristine condition. | |
month Sony guarantee. £2099.
Tel: 07979903989 (Bristol)

(ul()

ROGERS LS7 speakers, walnut,
boxed as new with Atacama
stands, £200.Tel: 01777 704 705
(Notes) (Jul(l)

SNELL K SPEAKERS £250.
Matching Huygen K4 stands
£145. 8-12 watt valve amplifier
£215. Audionote AWYV inter-
connect £175. Mullard and
Brimar ECC83's, ECC88’s,
ECC82’s,Avo tested. Wanted:
Cogan Hall interconnect Aleph
3/30.Tel: 0113 255 9475 (Jul(l)

SONUS FABER Electa Amator
2's Excellent: £1700. Townsend
speaker Seismic Sinks 480 x
390 mm: £ offers

Plinius SA250 MK4 Power &
M16 pre with phono: £5500.
Sony SCD1 £2500 ono
H:01789 263515 M:07831
095680 (Jui(!)

AUDIO RESEARCH SP9, valve
hybrid pre-amplifier (black).
Classic amplifier offering a spa-
cious, detailed, powerful sound.
Willing to demonstrate. £900
ono. Please ring Phil on 01254
812 881 or 07957 420202
(Lancashire) (Jul(l)

WANTED: DENON POA
4400A Power amplifiers, must
be vgc. Tel: 02476 395 228 or
02476 348 894 (Jul(l)

www. m-fiworld.co.uk
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ROKSAN CASPIAN CD Player
in good condition, upgraded to
Mk2 spec. £350 ono. Contact
Richmond on 07900 398 888
or Email:

richmond@go4.it (Malvern,
Worcs)

SONUS FABER Cremona
speakers £3500. E.A.R.V20
integrated amplifier £1500.
Aloia PST 11.0li pre-amp,
Aloia 15.0li power amplifer
60 x 60 watts 4 box system
£1800.Tel: 020 8531 5979

(ui(’)

SCANSPEAK HIGH End
units. Models 8545. Carbon
bass/mid two pairs, ‘retail’
(£100) each. D2905/9500
treble one pair ‘retail’ £80
each. Unstarted project.
Boxed! ‘Guaranteed! Unused
Cost £560. Sell £280.Tel:
01382 552 072 (Jul()

FOR SALE: Roksan Xerxes
turntable with SME arm board,
very good condition, little use
£250. Nagra reel to reel
recorder £450.Tel: Matc 07775
560 357 or Email:
a.hankinson@clara.net (Jul(l)

IMPULSE H2 for sale. Horn
loaded, floor standing, high sen-
sitivity speakers. £1000 ono.Tel:
07974 274 615 (Jul(l)

AUDIO NOTE ANJ-SPX black
silver wired with dedicated cast
iron stands (£1900) £799.
Audio Note OTO-SE line
immaculate condition (£1190)
£550.AN-L 2x 4m factory ter-
minated cable £300 (£150) Tel:
07855 444 054 anytime (Jul(l)

TEACVRDS T transport £275.
Cambridge Dacmagic £75.
Marantz PMé6 Kl Signature
amplifier £175. Above retro fit-
ted IEC sockets. Marantz PM40
SE amplifier £95. Rega Planar 3/
RB300/K9 £175.All mint 0141
357 5308 (Glasgow) (Jul(l)
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Oxford Audio
Consultants L.td.

OUR SUPERB SERVICE IS THE SAME REGARDLESS OF PRICE

Ex-Demonstration & Previousty Owned Equipment

Exposure 2010 CD Player £395 SH
Transparent cables VARIOUS ask for details PO.A.

Martin Logan SL3 light oak £1795 SH
Naim CDX 2 ex dem £1995 XD
Naim [12/150 ex dem £95 XD
Marantz PM17 KI Signature amplifier £495 SH
SME 309 tonearm £450 SH
CEC ST930 wrntable £295  SH.
Audio Analogue Paganini CD Player £595 SH
Musical Fidelity A3 integrated amplifier £395 SH
Sonus Faber Solo Centre SOLD £250 SH
Sonus Faber Gravis SOLD £695 SH
Sonus Faber Walls SOL.D £350 SH
Roksan Caspian 5 channel power amp £495 SH
Vienna Acoustics Mahlers £3250 SH
Marantz RC5200 remote control £250 SH
Tag McLaren AV32R bpi92 processor silver £1495 SH
Musical Fidelity Trivista CD mint £2750 SH
Audio Analogue Maestro amplifier £1495 SH
Krell 300i amplifier £1395 SH
GM Audio B D table half price £675 XD
Conrad Johnson PV 10B preamp £PO.A

Krell FPB20D power amp £3995 SH
Audio Physic Calderas PO.A. SH
Trunsparent Reference XL 20ft bal interconnect £3995 SH
Sim 2 HT300) projector ex dem £3995 XD
Martin Logan CLSIlz mint £3750 SH
Tag McLaren DVD32R DVD Player ex dem £2495 XD
Denon DV5000 DVD Player £ 495 SH
Onkyo TX DS 989 AV amplifier £ 995 SH
Krell FPB600 £5995 SH
Wilson System 6.1 Ferrari Grey £9995 SH
Krell 250p preamplifier £995 SH
dCS Delius £2350  SH
Martin Logan Aeon ex dem £2295 XD
Graat 13.5 preamplifier £1695 SH
Veritas P408 Power Amplifier as new £1795 XD

SH - Second Hand XD - EX Demonstration

% interest free credit
Licensed Credit Broker

REFER TO OUR WEBSITE FOR THE LATEST UPDATED SALE LIST.

Agerces include. Acoustic Enargy, Alphason, Atacama, Audio Analogue, Audo Research, Beyer, BOSE, Castla, Chord Comy
Copland, Crestron, Donon, Diapascn, Dwin Eloctronics, Fustss. GM Audio, Golcning, Graat, Integra Systems, IXOS, Jacks, Jamo, Ket,
Koetsu, Krell, Lexicon, Living Control, Loewe TV/Video, Linn Clagek. Lyra Marantz, Martin Logan, Michell, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Naim
NEC Gas Plasma Screens, Nmm-cn. Nordost. Onkyo, Opera, Ortofon, Parasound, Pioneer, ProAc, Project “urntables. QED
Muttroom, Quad, , Sharp LCO TVs. SME, Sonus Faber , Sonus Systems, Soundstyle,
Stands Unique, Stax, Smwlﬂ Soveem Tag McLaren, Tm-my Toac, Theta, Trangparent Urson Research, Van den Hul, Vibe

subwoolers, Videologc, Vienna Acoustcs, Witson, Yamaha

TAX-FR EXPORT SERVICE
MAIL-ORDER AVAILABLE ON MANY ITEMS

Cantay House Park End Street
/ Oxford OX1 1JD
@ BADA Telephone: Oxford (01865) 790879
o g Facsimile: Oxford (01865) 791665
E-MAIL: oxford.audio@btinternet.com
WEBSITE: www.oxfordaudio.co.uk
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QUALITY USED

V.AT. No. EQUIPMENT,

729580013 ( BOUGHT, SOLD,
~ PART EXCHANGE

URGENTLY REQUIRED
LINN, NAIM,
MERIDIAN, QUAD,
CASH WAITING

RRP NOW £
ACCUPHASE DP77 CD/SACD 8000
ACCUPHASE DP55V 3000 2295
AUDIO NOTE M3 LINE PRE 3700 1995
AUDIO RESEARCH LS5 MK2 5500 1995
AUDIO RESEARCH LS7 1400 695
AUDIO RESEARC VT60 2000 895
AUDIO RESEARCH D130 2000 995
AUDIO RESEARCH VT130 SE 8500 2995
AVANTEGARDE SOLO SILVER 4700 2395
AYRE K-5X PRE 3000 1795
BALANCED AUDIO TECHNOLOGIES 62006 CHANNEL NEW SEALED 9450 3995
BEL CANTO EVO 2 3000 1995
CARDAS GOLDEN REFERENCE 2.5 MTR BIWIRE 2000 1295
CLEARAUDIO REFERENCE,TQ1 ARM 6020 3495
CLEARAUDIO SINATURE M/C LOW HOURS 1755 895
CLEARAUDIO SIXSTREAM 1.5 MTR PHONO CABLE 505 295
CLEARAUDIO MAXIMUM SOLUTION, TQ1 LINEAR ARM 7575 3995
CONRAD JOHNSON EV1 VALVE PHONO 1700 895
COPLAND CSA 14 1500 585
DENSEN BX340 NEW 1850 1250
DENSEN B400XS NEW 2500 1795
DENSEN B200 NEW 1000 695
DYNAUDIO 2.8 CHERRY 3200 1195
HARMONIC TECHNOLOGY MD1 DIGITAL RCA | MTR 400 195
HOVLAND HP-100 + M'C PHONO NEW SEALED BOX 5750 3495
HOVLAND SAPHIRE POWER AMP NEW SEALED BOX 7000 3995
JM LABS MICRO UTOPIA + STANDS 3500 1595
KRELL KPS 28C 9000 3995
KRELL FPB 600C 15000 5995
KRELL KPS 255C CAST 1 25000 9995
LAVARDIN IS REFERENCE 2295 1495
LINN KAN 2 BLACK WITH CORNFLAKE STANDS NA 295
LUXMAN K-351 CASSETTE DECK NA 150
MARANTZ SC12SI SACD DVD CD EX DEM 3500 1995
MERIDIAN 588 2200 1495
MERIDIAN 502 1500 795
MERIDIAN 562 WITH PHONO BOARDS 900 395
MONITOR AUDIO STUDIO 60 PIANO ROSEWOOD 5000 2495
MONITOR AUDIO STUDIO CENTRE PIANO ROSEWOOD 2000 995
MUSICAL SURRONDINGS PHONOMENA WITH BATTERY P/S 1200 695
NAIM 282 2830 2195
NAIM HICAP 2 925 750
NAIM 92 NA 195
NAIM CDt MK2 NA 695
NAIM INTRO 2 BLACK ASH 860 450
NAIM CDS MK1 4000 1795
NAIM 250 OLIVE SERVICED 1910 895
NAIM FLASH 2 NEW 350 250
NAIM SNAIC BLACK 5 PIN 70 40
NAIM BURNDY BLACK 260 150
NAIM 140 750 350
NAIM 72 NA 295
PATHOS LOGOS 2700 1795
PROAC TABLETE REF 8 CHERRY 750 395
QUAD 67 CD NA 450
QUAD 66 FM TUNER NA 350
QUAD 66 PRE NA 395
QUAD 606 MK1 NA 295
SILVER ARROW IMTR BALANCED SILVER INTERCONNECT 1200 495
SOUNDLAB MILLENIUM 3 NEW SEALED CRATES 8295 3995
SPECTRAL MH750 SPEAKER CABLE 8FT 900 395
TAG MCLAREN CD20R 1400 495
TANNOY DIMENSION 8 4000 2495
TEAC DV50 4500 2795
THETA PROGENY 1100 395
WILSON BENESCHACT 2 EAY 4495

OPEN MON-SUN 10.00 TO 8.00
Website: www.centralaudio.co.uk.
E-mail: tony@centralaudio.co.uk

ALSO AGENTS FOR
Advantage. Balanced audio technologies. Boulder. Burmester.
Egleston. Hovland.Kharma. Lumley. Pass labs. Sound lab. VTL.
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REVOX A77 Half track low
speed, fully serviced and aligned
01.03.04. Metal chassis, rack
mount, £200. Revox A77 Half
track high speed, fully serviced
and aligned 01.03.04. wooden
case, minor scuff marks, £300.
Tel: 07710 82 82 86 (Brighton)

(un()

FOR SALE: Kelly speakers KT3
£575.Tel: 01249 661084 (Jun(l)

DENON DCD 3520 flagship
CD player, balanced/RCA out-
puts. Weighs |9kg (£1000 new)
£225. Denon DAP-550 digital
analogue preamp (£850 new)
£200. Denon TU-380RDS tuner
(£200) £95. DRM 800 tapedeck
£70.Tel: 01634 387 686 (Jun(l)

AUD!O SPECTRUM Hermes
transmission line loudspeakers.
Rosewood veneer, twin SEAS
pro bass drivers, down to
20Hz. £800.Tel: Hartley 01872
262 398 evenings. (Jun(l)

PARASOUND HCA 2200 MklI
dual mono power amplifier. 220
watts per channel, massive
power supplies. £775.Tel:
Hartley 01872 262 398
evenings. (Jun(l)

NAIM CDI Mkll, mint, boxed,
can dem. £795 ono. Naim
CDSH XPS, mint, boxed. £3500
ono.Tel: 07971127859 or 0121
422 4371 after 7pm (Jun(l)

WORLD AUDIO Design KLS3
Gold Mkl speakers, external
crossovers £300 ono.
Nottingham Analogue Tracer
Mk4 cartridge, ideal for valve
phono. £150 ono. Audax tweet-
ers Two 25 Ml pair £30 ono.Tel:
01235 850 393 (Jun(l)

TUBE TECHNOLOGY Seer
preamp, upgraded internals by
Audio Links £350. Musical
Fidelity MA65 stereo power
amplifier, separate power supply
also Audio Links upgraded
£150. NAD C270 power amp
standard £225.Tel: 07956 453
226 (Jun(l)

KLE3 GOLD Mk2 speakers
£475, Dynavector DV10X5
cartridge, less than 20 hours
use New arm forces sale,
£175. Hovland interconnect

Gen 2,0.6m £ 00 {cost
£280).Tel: 01730 815 171 or
mobile 07834 340 372

(Jur(l)

HI-F/RECORD FAIR. Sunday
30th May 2004. | 1.00am to
4.00pm. £3. 9.30am early entry
£10.At Egham Sports Centre,
Vicarage Road, Egham, 5 mins
M25, Junction 13.Tel: 07944 909
209 for details (Jun(l)

NAIM AUDIO HiCap power
supply, olive green, 1998,
unmarked mint condition,
SNAIC lead, manual and box,
£445 ono.Tel: 023 8090 5264
or 0795 2067738 (Jun(l)

QUAD ESL57, very late black
pair, recent Quad service,
unmolested, excellent. | doubt
you would find a better pair.
£750.Tel 0113 257 7793
(Leeds) (Jun(l}

NAIM HI-Fl System Sale, CD2
CD player, NAC 82 pre-amp,
Hi-Cap power supply, NAP 250
power amp, SBL loudspeakers
(cherry), QLN Projekt equip-
ment rack (cherry). Complete
system purchased new from
Grahams HI-Fl in December
1997. Mint condition, very low
usage, boxed with manuals. For
prices please ring Mark 01708
224 319 or 07813 332301
(mabile) (Essex) (Jun(l)

EPOS ES30s, boxed, mint condi-
tion, little used. 89dB sensitivity,
sound beautiful with valve, eg.
Kit34 and transistor amps.
£1250.Tel: 07793 749 178

(Kent) (Jun(l)

EXPOSURE XX amplifier £250.
Proac Studio 100 speakers
£250. One owner from new.
Excellent condition. Tel: Rod
01728 747 387 anytime.
(Woodbridge, Suffolk) (un(l)

EAR 864 pre-amplifier £950,
534 power amplifier, balanced,
£1550, under 2 years moderate
use, both units recently ser-
viced by manufacturer, as new,
boxed, the pair £2400 (£3800).
Tel:01872 862 712 (Jun(l)

CHORD CHORUS XLR bal-
anced leads (£200). superb
build quality. Immaculate.
Boxed. One metre. Two pairs.
Asking £110 per pair. Good
deal if you buy both.Tel: 01285
810 233 evenings (Jun(l}

SONLS FABER Cremona
speakers £3500. E.A R.V20
inzegrated amplifier £1500.
Aloia PST 11.0li pre-amp,

Aloia 15.0li power amplifer
60 x 60 watts 4 box system
£1800.Tel: 020 8531 5979

(ui(’)

SCANSPEAK HIGH End
units. Models 8545. Carbon
bass/mid two pairs, ‘retail’
(£100; each. D2905/9500
treble one pair ‘retail’ £80

each. Unstarted project.
Boxed! ‘Guaranteed! Unused’
Cost £560. Sell £280.Tel:
0382 552 072 (Jui(t)

LEGENDARY K5881 Mk2
WAD valve amplifier. Superb.
Fully upgraded. Schottky recti-
fiers, Black Gates, PIOs. New
valves + spares. £495. PASII pre-
amp + Alps Blue. £95.Tel: 01202
896 242 after 8pm/weekends
or Email: nroberts@iee.org

Qun()

INCATECH CLAYMORE
amplifer £125. Ruark Sabre
speakers with stands, boxed,
£150. NAD 402 FM tuner £60.
Nytech CTA 252XD receiver
£70.All in excellent condition.
Tel: 01722 334 694 (Jun(l)

WANTED: DENON POA
4400A Power amplifiers, must
be vgc. Tel: 02476 395 228 or
02476 348 894 (Jul(l)

www:hi-fiworld.co.uk
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MAGNAPLANAR SMGA panel
speakers, fantastic sound, great
condition £350. Audio Analogue
Bellini - Donizetti pre-power
amplifiers, silver, recent over-
haul £600.All with boxes, man-
uals.Tel: lan 01480 811 697 or
Email:
ian.weitzel@btconnect.com

Qun())

LEAK TROUGHLINE 3 Stereo
FM tuner, good condition, £85.
Ruark CLI0 speakers, under |
year (£900) £395. Musical
Fidelity XLPS phono stage,
unused £85. Audiolab 8000A
£160.Tel: 01661 871 010 (Jun(l})

NAIM 82 pre amp £1125. Naim
180 power amp £525. Pair 135
mono amps £1750. Hi-Cap
power supply £390.All latish
models, mint condition, boxed,
manuals, leads. Tel: 01825 722
936 (Jun(l)

RUARK EQUINOX black ash,
cableway, dedicated stands,
classy monitor, very open
sound, easy placement, RRP
£2200, bargain £850, plus
Rogers Studio | still excellent
£250.Tel: Kevin 01245 251 235

Qun(1)

PAIR MERIDIAN 605
monoblock power amplifiers
for sale at £750. Croft Epoch
Elite preamplifier for sale £550
pair. Shahinian Arc speakers for
sale £750.Tel: Nigel 01823 324
243 (Taunton) (Jun(l)

QUAD ESL63, black, excellent
condition, serviced by Quad
1999, boxed, £900. Upgraded
988.Townsend Glastonbury,
good condition £400. Pair Quad
50E mono amps £170. Quad 34
405-2 grey, mint, boxed £350.
Tel: 01446 418 207 (Jun{l}

AUDIO NOTE K1 {Kitl) 300B
valve amp, professionally built.

Arcam CD72 CD player. Loth-
X lon speakers. All in excellent
condition, boxes. £495 ono. Tel:
01444 471 285 (Jun(l)
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Turntableworld - A selection from our stock Digital €D, DVD etc

Most of our turntable combi unons come fitted with free cartridge M ! #
AR EBIO1/AR vge, plac % 9 Arcam i lni);%en::v"o‘:mt':bre?ngzers k- 199
Dual 505 audiap 'Ie vge, blac 79 Arcam Alpha 8SE - nr mint, remate 349
Garro 301 - recon unit in Martin basnn plinth 499 R com CD62 -agamint, boxedMilv te 179
Garrar 401 - ni mpnt matar unit 179 A D72 - iy . il R\, rema 279
Garrary 401 - nr |nr 5 motor_unit 249 o ne mind, silver, remote
- 401 - ex, /w 299 Arcam DV27 - ex d|spluy, nr mlm remofe 999
rrard 401 - ex, gorgecu helian plinth 499 B&O CD3500 - ex,silver/black 279
Helius oc 7 brass 149 Cyrus Dadl - nr mm' blcck remote 199
Heybrook E - v ;ﬁx mghr LP12 challepger 199 Cyrus Dad3 - nr mint, black, remate 275
Linn LPI?crr us L|n cs/Trc a nr mint, b‘ictl [;o 1599 Cyrus Dad? - nr mint, black, remote 399
Linn Lin nr mint,afromosia, %ox 999 Cyrus PSX-R - nr mint, black 249
Linn LPI? Lln no VlII Asakc nr mint xed 1199 Denon DVDIOOO nr mint, remote, boxed 149
t": ??"' 3 V“ r'"""' Er E’(’ ggg Kenwood DP1100 - ex, v. underrated 89
[ f '° vge, Krell CD-DSP - ex, cleor and smoked lids, stunning 1499
l[::: LP] Va al Eocf ?gg Marantz CDé&O - ex, remate 69
Linn Inak 12" ex, bcck pporen one of only 20 made 999 Marantz CD46 - ex, remote 49
Log W !romc/Y.VX v <, 149 Marantz CD63SE - nr mint, remote 99
?ll GyroJec SE - Best Trad 1 ON DEM Marantz CD52SE - ex, remote 69
MAC Gyrodec/RB300 LD Py Orl poﬁer, smoked case 1049 Marantz DV4100 - nr mint, remote, boxed 99
Miche)l est Trade ins ON DEM Marantz DV4100 OSE - nr mint, remote, boxed 129
mx::g XLPS ¥ XLP nr‘ﬁ‘?nyl nr mint }]78 Meridian 200 vrcn rt and mavcl'un dac - ex, ;J)erb combination 449
5120 ex wacl(y logky 79 mgr»dlan S'rrans rt 'nchorcj m )ﬁ:ellenl ggg
Ongm Live Regu rm m g lue ON DEM icromega age < | e, sweet soun 'ng machine
Project NtTex gls 'ng 89 Mncromeg Opnc nr mint, remate 129
Project Clcsslc N duspa o%d o , boxed 299 M”"COI delity X10D - nr mint 19
GEb w, Helius type arm 99 Czc T20 - block, nr mint, boxed, remote, borgaint 249
Regc Plor\ar - ex/ex 149 N The Transparent Statement - vge, crated, remote. .yllimate NVA 1749
Eegc Plcncr 2/RB20Q 3/R wood pl/n'h original }173 Ploniaer CLD SB15 - Laserdisc, \I:/jd l(Cd PAL. NSTC 119
o
Rg Planar 78/0 r5250 Mono 8gnexex/ ex 175 gg:,e, c%%?gg:fdx ;x maa,-.iclr?:;'e };g
Revolver Revolver/LVX - ex/ex 119 Sony MDPB50D - nr mint, remote, laserdisc, VCD, CD, PAL, NSTC 149
Rokscn Tabriz zi - nr mint 199 T ¢DP4A500 - K 89
SME 309 - nr mint, box 479 Tecc Vi ex, remote 9
Thorens TD|50 greo' starter deck 69 S _DVD30Q0 - nr mint remate 14
orens gc, smart silver model 149 Yamaha $530 - nr mint boxed DVD, matches HTR amp below 89
Townsen Eli k Mk? c/w i\ nd lid, nr mint 399
Townsen, Elite Roc M 2{E calibyr /‘ p.nrh ancﬂid, nr mint 649 Systems, cables and miscelloneous
Tronscriptors 7e'on Vesn al - ex/ex 799 Atocamo Equipment supports - Your kit deserves them! ON DEM
frans nglors mrn Vesh9 air 199 Audi t Sl Di de Int t - ex, 0.5 149
4 udiogues iamond Interconnect - ex, 0.5m
Trichord L e ins ON DEM Audlquynvhesu Silver Blue |nterconnecr ex, Im 79
¥°Y3 Voyd dbeouh 3h"‘°'°' d 'Qh' ash, sg 9 783 Audio Technica Electronic stylus cleaner 39
oy oldi - vge, ma °9°"7' ' win motor 4 %&O 2200 system - ex, hsr{;%lile clcsse'w and tuner, inc speakers lgg
eyer golactic - new
Acoustic Energy AE505 - ex d4 superb rstander 249 Chord Chorus Intercannect - ex, 0.5m 99
Acoustic Energy AE505 - new seoie(? X, supe| rsmnder 299 Ixas 1014 - new Im interconnect 15
ﬁcoushc Energy AE1 AnEeIVE) tweeters, scru ]233 t&s' | ]%]24P~ new 5"('1\ lmerc(o)n7n5ec' 28
coustic Energy - nr mint, nternational Al owercord - ex m 4
B& 0053 - nr mint, sor ento 149 Linn Clossik - ex dlsp|uy sitver 699
Castle Durham 900 - ny mint, cr erho shelf 149 Mission Stance - ex display, silver 49
Costle Howard - ex, mid 549 Nordost Flatline Gold - new, w&ulé stock lasts. . 5/m
Eas ?i Kendal - nr m|m n moded n |lgh' ash 1238 Pore Evoke - ex dlsp|uy 9
efestion n sta nt
Celestion 7000 - fair/ hugce rr‘l ; rc‘i brz?:boss borgain! 379 QED Profile 4xd - new, while stock lasts.. 3/m
Celestion DL6 - ex CLO 75 QED Silver Anniversary biwire - new, while stock lasts. 5/m
Dyncudlo Aud|ence 10 |0ck 149 QED Profile 4xd - new, while stock lasts 5/m
Epos M15 - nr m.nzohsnz)c rry, 433 8EDd Profile Sllver 12 - new, while stock lasts 750/63
s ir, 80s clagsic uo systern remote - new
ﬁ ES14 - nr mint, boxgd 0s |oss|c ¢/w dedicated stonds 325 Sennheiser |53 0 - new, infrared 40
elome 1 5 OI(SJP O %ecusl 9% P et TTlodmlrmable galllsheu ;9
Vg super ivoli Model 1 - ex displa 9
KE| 103.2 Ref -“nr mint, boxed 199 Tivoli Pai - ex displ pay 89
KEF C EiEE 80 ioli Pal - ex display
KEF Q3 - nr m|n' rrc::‘herry 199 Yamaha V510 decoder & 5 spkr system - nr mint boxed 179
Leak - nr mint, 79
Li K bo ed ith'stand 279 Amplifiers
L::: Kaber ar;x i |Z: .r.i,c.?e sI;,Im;l( 399 Arcam A|th 7R - ex, as above with remate 149
Magneplanar SMGb - vgc, oo'mec , stands, o nel sound 299 Arcam Ipho 10 power  nr mint, boxed 349
Mission 93 3 - ex, Black Roorstan er, ecreFﬁ, 119 Arcam g nr mlm boxed remote, silver 179
Mission 70 centre - b ISPOgO X 69 Arcom A65¢ ex dlsplay, boxed, remote, silver 199
m;'"oonr Avdio 77 E:r "':rl-:'ago eg 238 Arcam P75 - ex |s§|uy, remote silver 199
MMom:or ﬁu io Smdlo Cemre exdlsp boxed %33 ﬁ::::z: BOOOA et blcck boxed %;g
onitar Audia : g .
Mordcunt Short MS308 ex nspuy mm s lix:by sub 69 Audiold 8000S - nr mint 329
Merdcunt Shart ,s 149 Audiolal 8000C - nr mint, late boxed 249
M&Taum Shart C9|4 ex lsp ]233 ﬁ"" i""" 8000P b(;" m'?' |'?‘te boxed ﬁg
i e - ex wdiolal O ve or me )
Niﬂ’r Mystique 2 - nr mm;lvI ;n erBrc ; oors'cnder boxed light ash o5 D%ﬁ éuc ifn Silver Knights Smnmrg boxed Q:lé/e monoblocks 1199
Pef e ins
Proac Ore sc - ex J. k| 3 J%:’osnc minioture 799 Cr?f.s PSX- "(‘sx, black 2
QED Aria - ex |sp x mini surrounds 39 EY X ,edR iy bocgd black 229
xposure integra nr mint, box lac 199
?e%éc ESL63 - nr mint, |"'s' ck °"“Nw£ nsues ice with new boxes ]ﬁ’g Haetr)ncn Kardon Cn':ﬁon 17 and 19 - vge, boxed 399
Rogers Studio Monitor Orlqmcl vge, wi s'onds suit valve amps }93 E;W‘c" Kordon PME55 - nr mint, é’:”cble %d’oc'm"ce phono stage 21;2
4
ng: Templar  ex, ¢ Lf.le sgnz TR ﬂoors der 229 Leak 2100 - vge, ¢/w 2300 tuner 99
Sequeic 400 - ex, cherry oor or wc ang w1 plinths 149 Linn Prefek - ex, black 149
Sonuy Faber once ajch fng stand 499 Linn LK1/Dirak  ex, black, mm/mc excepnonal vim 199
tcnc%OUmque ex cra ual nvers 149 Magnum Ref MP300 & 2x MF125 - ex/ex, mm/mc fabulous! 479
it oodaio o i Q'Qtﬁmﬁd rstander foo  Morontz PMGOTO K S - o b, blck 199
=1 Marantz M i Sig nr mint x aci
g T Nl B s hondr 5 Mo 1072 g8 o %
DL Near Field Monttor - nr mint, boxed, mahogany 79 Marantz SR4200 ex dlspl blcf)k ai amp 149
wwargae Evo Bhle dlsp cy xelé ]Zg m?srslidolr? ! Cyrus Oﬁgssexexbop:;:i bl)::i rlr;?: ?ncl;ﬁelsmm/ mc 17?8
W:g; 32 iam n('j 404: anmversory cfc'o Musical Fidelity E100 - dgc remote, piano blac 199
rosew box like Quad 11L, th f’ ponr n vhe world?!! 199 NAD 352 - ex pluy, boxed dark colour 249
Wﬁaﬁgﬁnﬁle Pacific Pi30 - nr mint boxed, ||g rcherr excellent 299 NAD 302 - nr mint, great value 89
Whartedale 505 2 nr mint boxed, black standmount 75 NAD 3020i nr mint, renown eRtry level integrated 79
Naim Nait 1 - ex, phono 149
Pioneer A400 - ex, phono 119
ﬁ:ggz De gO;Mexe b"“k gg Primare 30.1 - nr mmr boxed 799
Areom o 8 ex' 149 Quad 405/2 - nr mint 249
Amom 121 ex nspuy 179 Quad 405 - nr mint,early brass heatsink version 199
Arcam Té1 sp 149 Quad 405 ex, standard brown version 179
Cyrus FM7 tuner oc %.m presets nr mint 229 Quad 303 - vge 99
yrus Original Mlsl;? funer 99 Quad 33/303 - nr mint 175
Bnon TU260L tuner |gdal P 59 QED C300/P300 - Pre/Power, nr mint, proverbial steal at 179
Marantz ST4 ?[X ISPUY 50 , blad 99 Rega Luno - or mint, black, boxed, better than a Brio or Mira 179
mgﬁg?"?ct: SD4050  ex d.:gssene :’ win ccfeﬁe b‘“‘:" gg sme: TC950(|S nr mint pre (\jvnh built in tunelr remote }gg
ofel RBO3 power - ex ay, ed silver
Dlakomic vae T 129 Shearne Phase 2 e!? mint, eg blue mcrb|e stylin 299
ote] ..\ ex 59 'Y 9
Rotel RTO? ex |s e ed snlver 199 Sony STR-DB940 av amp vgc, DTS 5.1 e 199
TAG Mclaren , £ 699 Sugden AUA41 pre/power - ex, black 499
spl 9 pre/po’
Teac T)(3000 mner ex gﬂor presets 49 Trio 2x L-05M - ex, rare and gorgeaus!!l 749
Teac V1010 cassetie £ ad 75 Yomoha DSPa3090 - ex, monster av amp was £15001 249
Technics STGYOL tuner - ex, gl!ol preseh 89 Yomaha HTR 5550rds - ex, grey ‘fronted av amp [matches $530 above) 149

Call 01325 241888 and don't be frightened of the machine.
If you want to pop in, we usually open the shop only on Saturdays,
10 il 5, un|>:ass there's somethmg better fo do, so please please check before travelling!

Your equipment wanted for cash - best prices paid
COMMISEIBREEALES TOO!
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RUARK EQUINOX Speakers
with dedicated stands. Stands
include external crossovers and
bi-wire terminals. Rare chance
to buy these renowned speak-
ers. Mint condition in maker’s
boxes £750 ono (over £2000
new. Tel: 023 8073 8935 (Jun(l)

SPENDOR SPI speakers, wal-
nut, boxed, stands included, per-
fect £225 ono.Thorens TD 150
turntable fitted with SME Series
NS arm and Ortofon MC205
cartridge £195 ono.Tel: 01959
523 794 (Sevenoaks) (Jun)

LYNWOOD MAINS
Conditioners (two). The
Advanced £50.The Mega £150.
Nordost Silver Shadow digital
interconnects, 2@ 0.6mtr, £250
ea.ono.Tel: 01249 821 288

(un()

AUDIOLAB 8000S integrated
amp, pre out, remote control,
good condition. Can deliver.
£235.Tel: Allan 07966 331 080
or Email: allanjturner@
btopenworld.com (Tamworth,
Staffs) (Jun(l)

ROKSAN XERXES 10
turntable. Rosewood finish.
Tabriz arm with Corus Black
cartridge. DSU and XPS3.5.
Nearly 5 years old. Very light
use.Vge. £795.Tel: 01582 423
791 (Beds) (Jun(l)

RADFORD STA2S Series 3.
Excellent condition. Sounds
superb following recent
agent service. One careful

owr.er since 1969. Matching
SC22P (rare self powered
version) included for retro
enthusiast. £975. 01752 402
273 (Jun(l)

HARBETH SUPER 5's £1299.
Explorer 60 watt hybrid inte-
grated £399. EAR. 869 £1399.
Kora valve DAC single ended
and balanced £1000. Hedllund
horns £2999.Tel: 01923 828
765 (Jun(l)

CAIRN NANDA Face Nord
pre-amp £350. Sony
CDPX3000ES player £230.
STS3000ES tuner £90.Teac
P700 transport plus free DAC
£400.VdH First Classic inter-
connect £110.Tel: 020 8871
5089 weekdays, 020 8871 2345
othertimes. (Jun)

WANTED *OR Celestion
Ditton 25 loudspeakers -
Tweeters HF 1300 and Super
Tweeters HF2000. Must be new
units. Tel: 0$424 433 901 or
Email: dfield| | @yahoo.co.uk

(un()

FOR SALE: L/S chassis in pairs:
Wharfedale 8inch bronze
RS/DD £60.Wharfedale |2inch
3010 loudspeakers £80. Leak 4
1/2” mid-range units (400-3k)
£30. Celestion HF 1300 tweet-
ers £40. Celestion 3k
crossovers units £20. Coles
4001 super tweeters £40.
Rank/Wharfedale QS800
crossover units £50. Atacama
Nexus 6 silver loudspeaker
stands (new) £50. Leak
Stereofetic FM tuner (teak
sleeve) £50. NAD 3020 Series
20 amplifier £90. Rotel RQ-
970BX phono equaliser (as
new) £90. Offers. Buyer collects
- post and packing at cost.Tel:
01444 4|3 782 or Email:
adepat@

warwick53 freeserve.co.uk
(Mid-Sussex) (Jun(l)

CASTLE RICHMOND I, solid
teak speakers, 25 watts, fully
reconditioned by manufacturer
£175. Goodmans Module 90
tuner, amplifier £30. Sony cas-
sette deck TCi1865D £30.Tel:
07970 842 529 (near Chester)

Qun(l)

MARANTZ CD6000KIS, gold,
mint, £275. Arcam Alpha 9 CD,
HDCD, dCS Ring DAC, mint,
£350. Sony 3000ES system,
CDP3000ES, ST-S300ES,
MDS)3000ES, TAF3000ES, cher-
ry Kef Cresta2 stands, £895.Tel:
0114 286 0635 (Jun(t)

JBLTI 5000 speakers. 3 years
old. perfect conditior £1500.
Bryston 4BST, 3 years old,
black, £1000. Bryston BP20, 3
years old, black £500.Tel: 07773
788 317 (London) (Jun(l)

B+W CM2 standmount
speakers, rosenut veneer fin-
ish, excellent sound and as

new condition, 6 months old.
Cost £550, accept £225 ono.
Upgrading to 705's.Tel: 0116
284 9087 (Jun(l)

PYE MOZART serviced £400,
tuner £50. Quad QC24 pre-
amp £375.AVI S2000MP pre-
amp (£1300) £395.Tag Mclaren
DAC20, mint £500. Pink
Triangle Cardinal (new laser)
with Da Capo various filters
£1000.Tel: 01363 83072 (Jun(l)

SILVER INTERCONNECTS
(Campaign Audio Design) with
locking Cap!6 phono plugs. Two
Im pairs at £45 (£210 new)
per pair. One .5m pair £30.
Superb. Chord Signature
upgrade.Tel: 01752 773 369

(un(h)

EAR-YOSHINO 834P phonos-
tage, MC/MM, two years old, fit-
ted genuine NOS Mullards,
lightly used, £295. Professionally
built passive preamp. three
inputs, rare Panasonic pot £145
(£280).Tel: 01424 203 192

(un(l)

FOR SALE:Various mains trans-
formers and chokes and some
SU4G, 5R4G, some new some
NOS s/h all tested good. Tel:
John 07946 302 815 or Email:
chairman@sdars.org.uk (Jun(l)

NAKAMICHI DRI serviced
12/02, £340. Sony TCD3
portable DAT £100. Revox
G136, electrical fault £80. Quad
FM2 (FM3 casework) £60.
Wanted: Metal formula cassette
tapes blank or recorded.Tel:
01242 231 766 (Jun(!)

www.hi-fiworld.ca.uk
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FOR SALE: Roksan Xerxes
turntable with SME arm board,
very good condition, little use
£250. Nagra reel to reel
recorder £450.Tel: Matt 07775
560 357 or Email:
a.hankinson@clara.net (Jul(l)

UNISON RESEARCH Unico
integrated amplifier £350.
Kimber select interconnects,
balanced 0.5m, KSti2t £180,
KS1130 £250.Tel: 01782 633
088 (North Staffs) (Jun(l)

TWO LINN LK {40 Power
amps £750. Active Cards £60.
Wakonda Pre Amp mc/mm
£350. SME PU.Arm £60. Sure
75E mm Cart £20.Tel: O 1270
882 647 or Email:
jobn@hope34.fsnet.co.uk

AUDION GOLDEN Khnights
300B monoblock amplifiers
£1000 ono.Tel: Bill 01274
611620 or 07711 428 195

(un()

DENON AVC AID (£2000)
£600. Denon DVD 3300
(£1000) £400 or both for £900.
Ecosse Reference MS-2.3
speaker cable 2x 9ft £100. MS-
2.2 Ix of 9ft used for centre
channel £50.Tel: 0141 646 2545
after 6pm (Jun(l)

QUAD IIL'S piano black, unused
£295.Arcam 170.3 CD trans-
port plus AudiocAichemy D.D.E.
converter plus AudioQuest
Video Z £225. Dieis Solitaire
speakers £70. Ruark
Broadswords £200.Tel: 01722
430 532 (Salisbury) (Jun(l)

GOLDEN DRAGON 2A3
Triodes plus valve bases (x8).
Approx 30 hours use only.
£100 (£200) Tel: 07811 195 327
day, or 01935 432 417 evenings.

(un()

IMPULSE H2 for sale. Horn
loaded, floor standing, high sen-
sitivity speakers. £1000 ono. Tel:
07974 274 615 (Jul(!)
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diverse vin!

10 charles st newport south wales np20 1ju
01633 259661/256261 sales@diversevinyl.com

Alison Krauss
Ash

Bees
Charlatans
Eric Clapton
Gomez
Graham Coxon
isobell Campbell
Jimi Hendrix
Keane
McLusky
Morrissey

Neil Young
Norah Jones
Orb

Patti Smith

PJ Harvey
RJD2

Sonic Youth
Supergrass
Young Heat Attack
Zutons

NEW RELEASES
So Long So Wrong (Mobile Fidelity)
Meltdown
Free The Bees
Up At The Lake
Me And Mr Johnson (Classic Records!
Spiit The Difterence
Happiness in Magazines
Time Is Just The Same
Studio Out-takes Volume 1
Hopes And Fears
The Difference Between Me & You
You Are The Quarry
Greendale - 3LP set (Classic Records
Feels Like Home (Classic Records)
Bicycles & Tricycles
Trampin
Uh Huh Her
Since We Last Spoke
Sonic Mouse
Are 10 (Best Of) Double 10"
Mouthful Of Love
Who Killed The Zutons

ALBUM OF THE MONTH

MORRISSEY "YOU ARE THE QUARRY" £15.90

£34.90
£12.90

£TBC
£15.90
£24.90
£18 90

£TBC

£5.90
£15.90
£17.90
£13.90
£15.90

£TBC
£26.90
£14.90
£18.90

£TBC
£14.90
£14.90

£TBC
£11.90
£12.90

NEW ROCK, POP AND AUDIOPHILE REISSUES:

Art Blakey
Billie Holiday
Black Sabbath
Damned

Eddie Henderson
Fred Neil

Janis lan's
John Renbourn
Link Wray

Max Romeo
Motorhead

Oscar Peterson Trio

Peter Gabriel
Ramones

Stone The Crows
Tim Buckley

Tom Waits

NEARLY NEW LPs - CALL FOR A SECOND HAND LP LIST!

Moanin' (Classic Records)
Recital (Speakers Corner)
Technical Ecstacy

Stiff Singles — Ltd 7" box set
Comin Through

Do You Ever Think Of Me
Billie’s Bones (Aito)

Lady And The Unicorn

Swan Singles 63-67 (Sundazed)
The Coming Of Jah (Earmark)
Born To Lose - Ltd 7" box set
Plus 1 (Speakers Corner)

Us (200g Classic Records)
Live 1978

Stone The Crows

Dream Letter Live London 68
Early Years Voi 2

DISCO ANTI STAT LP CLEANER

Probably the most economical LP cleaning device on

the market

Only £41.95

Call for details

Call for a catalogue of over 3500

brand new LPs, or visit

www.diversevinyl.com

124

Hi-FI WORLD JULY 2004

£26.90
£19.90
£TBC
£TBC
£16.90
£TBC
£26.90
£TBC
£TBC
£18.90
£TBC
£19.90
£39.90
£TBC
£14.90
£17 90
£13.90

www.hi-fiwogld.co.uk

r - —

SALE LIST

NEW

ARCAM ALPHA TR AMP £280.00

{IMERGE M1000 H/D Sound server £1500.00
[ARCAM DV88 DVD PLAYER £1,000.00
ARCAM FM) A22 AMP £1,100.00
ARCAM FM] A22 Inc DAVE AC3/DTS processor  £1,850.00
[AUDIO RESEARCH LSI6 PRE AMP - BLK £3,500.00
tCELESTION - C2 - Foorstanders £499.00
CELESTION Cl - Compact speakers £199.00
[CYRUS 5 AMPLIFIER £500.00
|CYRUS 7 AMP £100.00
[CYRUS AV MASTER - PROCESSOR -
jCYRUS DVD7 £1,000.00
ISUGDEN Biju system (Pre/Power/CD - no spks)  £2647.00
[AVANCE TECHNOLOGIES Active Subwoofer £1200.00
MARTIN LOGAN SCENARIO £2,498.00
Musical fidelity XCan V2 new £129.00
[MERIDIAN DSPI500  Subwoofer £1350.00
[MERIDIAN 556 - 2 CH POWER AMP £995.00
MERIDIAN 556 Power amp £995.00
IMERIDIAN 562v.2 Controller £1,500.00
|MERIDIAN 568.2 mm Smartlink (as new) £4,305.00

|MERIDIAN 598 DVD Piayer smartlink (as new) £3,195.00
|LINN Kairn (brilliant PSU) Pre Amp £1400.00
[LINN ESPEK £2500.00
MISSION 78 AS Active sub (new) £700.00
{MISSION 780 - ROSEWOOD £300.00
MISSION 783 - BEECH (Good condition) £1,000.00
Denon DVDAII £1699.00
MUSICAL FIDELTY XAI0OR - INT AMP £900.00
|PROCEED AVP PROCESSOR. YGC/LIGHT USE  £4,700.00

PROCEED PMDT DVD PLAYER. VGC/LIGHT USE  £5,495.00

[REDROSE Valve system (amp & speakers)lyr old  €10,000.00
{SONUS FABER SIGNUM SPEAKERS £1,250.00
[VIENNA MALHER (Beech) £6000.00
|TAG MCLAREN DPA32R (Digital pre inc DAB)  £1,990.00
TRICHORD GENESIS CD PLAYER £500.00
VIENNA BEETHOVEN Speaker (Beech) £2,500.00
VIENNA MOZART Speakers (Beech) £1,500.00
[VIENNA WALTZ centre Speaker (Beech) £500.00
[YAMAHA HDI000 Hard Disc Recorder £699.95

Hi-Fi Multiroom and home cinema

| (<) listening

SALE
£189.00
£.0095
£679.00
£679.00
£895.00
£2,195.00
£299.00
£114.00
£329.00
£479.00
£100.00
£599.00
£1795.00
£695.00
£1,629.00
£89.00
£895.00
£649.00
£595.00
£995.00
£2,995.00
£2,395.00
£ 795.00
£1695.00
£450.00
£219.00
£599.00
£1295.00
£599.00
£1995.00
£2495.00
£3,995.00
£199.00
£3295.00
£1,189.00
£150.00
£1,750.00
£1,050.00
£350.00
£500.00

PLEASE SEE OURWEBSITE
FOR LATEST OFFERS!

THE LISTENING ROOMS LTD

161 OLD BROMPTON ROAD LONDON SWS5 0L}
TEL: 020- 7244 7750/59 FAX:020 - 7370 0192

www.thelisteningrooms.com

| E-mail: tir@btclick.com
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trade ads

Dealers must not advertise in the Private Classified section.

Monthly consecutive

insertions will be considered Trade advertising. The Publisher reserves the right to judge submissions.

Special Internet offer see page 129 for details

PURE EARTH and dedicated
mains {electrical) circuits
design and installation service.
Contact MainsDoctor 07989
200 961, Email: mainsdoc-
tor@pyahoo.co.uk Website:
www.mainsdoctor.co.uk We
install for alt audio and video
applications (Feb05(1)

VINTAGE WIRELESS
COMPANY LONDON
Website: www.
vintagewirelesslondon.co.uk
Buy-Sell-Exchange. Vintage
wireless and classical audio.
Repairs, spares, restoration,
modification to all valve equip-
ment. Quad Il, Leaks etc,
shipped worldwide, best
prices, call us at.17 Bell Street,
London, NW | 5BY.Tel: 020
7258 3448 Fax 020 7258 3449
Email:
vwirelesslondon@aol.com
(Dec04(1)

AUDIOREPUBLIC, 78 Otley
Road, Headingley, Leeds, 0113
217 7294 Yorkshire's newest
Hi-Fi retailer, stockists of
Naim Audio, Rega Research,
Conrad Johnson, Sugden,
Dynavector, (cartridges and
amplifiers) and many more.
Please call for advice. (Jul(l)

LONDON TAPE
RECORDERS. Open reel to
reel specialists. Established 30
years. Machines bought, sold
and exchanged. Akai, Sony,
Pioneer, Teac, Tascam, Revox,
Technics. Servicing on selected
machines. Tel: 020 7603 0303
or 07950 400 005 (Jul(l)

‘AMPS” QUALITY Valve
Amplifiers: Repaired,
restored, upgraded. Kits
assembled. Experienced
Engineer. Free estimates and
fair prices.

Tel: 01525 756 935
htep://www.dhaen.co.uk
lamps.htm

Email:
amps@dhaen.co.uk (Jul(})

WORTHING AJDIO True
Sound Series Crossoverless
monitor's 96dB efficiency,
single 8" driver, perfect for
low powered tibe (S.E.T.)
and solid state. Dynaadio
Crafts,immaculate, boxed,
with Dynaudio stands
£1250. Musica Collins loud-
speakers by Bernard Thiel &
Partners (German) £1000.
Tel: Werthing Audio ©1903
212 133 or 07900 918 882

(ul()

EAR PRODUCTS on per-
manen: demonstration,
from the wonderful 869 to
the rest of the range. Kora
Explora 60 watz hybrid
£450. Dynaudic Contours
1.3’s Mk2 £699 Harbeth
Super 5's £1499. Restek
Challamger £60J. Omega
speaker systems TSRIR
£1199. H-Cat F12 £2499.
Kora Equinox pre-amplifier
MM £995. Kora Hermes 96-
192 valve DAC £1199.Tel:
Worthing Audio 01903 212
133 or 07900 218 882

(ui()

SILVER ARROW 4N bplus -

| Pure flat silver foil air- inter-
| connects and soeaker
cables. RDC Aspelkt 3 tier

| in black, Editors Choice Hi-
Fi Plus, £340. Audio Note
CD Zero transport plus Ix

Signature deck in silver
£650 combo. Mains :eads,
Experience Filtration £75
per lead, £150 four way
block. Tel: Worthing Audio
01903 212 133 or 07900
918 882 (Jul(l)

JOHN THORPE Audio, high
quality ptfe power, interconnect
and loudspeaker cables. Cables
manufactured to British
Standards.
John@thorpeaudio.fsnet.co.uk,
www johnthorpeaudio.co.uk

Qui()

NAIM DIRECT IRELAND.
AINM, Distributors for
Naim. Direct sales. Full new
reange. Top condition pre-
loved and ex-demo.
Demonstration facilities.
Free delivery, trade-ins wel-
come. Finance available.
Stodk list www.ainmav.com
Call 00353 (0) 872470559
o~ Email:
pater.williams@ainmav.com

¢ui()

EX DEMONSTRATION
Klipsch speaker systems,
KSB 2.1 £200,KG 3.5 £350,
KG 4.5 £450,KG 5.5 £550.
Feresy £750, all tested. Tel:
Midland Radio Supplies on
0121 430 7817 or Email:
guyholdsworth@
onezel.net.uk (Sep(l)

KONDO SPEAKER cabies 3m
pair £1995. I'm pair £650.
Kondo interconnects |m pair
£850. Shunyata ex-demo only
for sale in UK, Mk Black
Mamba £310. Mkl Python
£360. Mk| Taipan £350. Stax
4C70 Earspeakers and 007t
Energiser £1950. Hoyland
HP100 pre-amp £3000. Forsell
CD Transport and DAC £4995.
Accuphase DP55 CD player
£2095. Dynavector |7D2 Mk}
£395. Accuphase E307 £2875.
Tel: 01923 352 479
www.angelsoundaudio.com

(ui()

NEW VALVE Amps; powers
£260; matching preamp £190;
other valve related goodies at
www.audioclassics.co.uk or
telephone 01942 257525 for
more information. Dealer
enquiries welcome. (Jul(l)

FARADAY SOUND Low den-
sity concrete enclosure loud-
speakers. Rock solid bass with-
out cabinet vibration.
Standmounted, bookshelf, subs
and floorstanders. We also sell
cabinets and advice. See
www.faradaysound.co.uk for
photo’s and reviews. (Aug(l)

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk
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classifieds

BRILLIANCE PHONO leads,
AV interconnects and speaker
cables. “Sound/£ ratio is
superb” HFW Jan04. Release
the potential of your system.
Demonstration cables available.
See www.brilliancehifi.co.uk or
phone Mike on 07963 117 341

Quich)

AMAZING CABLES! Solid sil-
ver interconnects from £110,
with air/teflon insulation and
WBT plugs. Solid silver/teflon
speaker cables from £250.
Fantastic performance, refund
guarantee. 0115 982 5772 after
7pm, Email:
bob@skydivers.co.uk {Dec(l)

AUDIOFILE OBJECTIVE for
New, XDisplay and Used Hi-Fi.
New tocation: Sawbridgeworth,
Herts, G16,Allen House, The
Maltings. Tel: 01279 724 024. Hi-
Fi Purchased. Free parking. New
Musical Fidelity and Roksan in
stock.Tel: 01279 724 024

(Sep())

EMAS.REVOX C22| CD
£650. PR99 Mkl £850.A700
£550.A77 Mk4 £350. BI26
£300. Studer B67 VU £550.
A807 £600.A810 £750. ABOVU
£1200.A725 £500.A710 £550.
B710 £450. Uher RM4000
£200.Tel: 01246 275 479 (Jul(l)

WANTED -
EARLY HI-Fi
LOUDSPEAKERS
Tannoy, Lowther,
Parmelo, Voigt, Vitavox,
RCAWE etc
TURNTABLES
Garrard, BBC301, EMT
SME, Ortofon,
Decca, etc.
VALVE AMPLIFIERS
AEl EMI, Leak,
Rogers, PYE
Quad, WE etc
AUDIO VALVES
DA30,KTé66, KT88
PX4,PX25,
PP3/350,WE300
CLEAR CRYSTAL SYSTEMS
John Petrie-Baker
Tel: 020 7328 9275
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5 MINS FROM M25

WE HAVE CARTRIDGES IN STOCK. AND THE ROKSAN RADIUS RECORD DECK ON DEFMO

NEW IN STOCK
AND GOLDRI
NIW - PROJIECT A ALY
MM MC WITH OUTBOAR
NEW  ROKSAN RADILS
UNJ PIVOT AR
THORENS 12411 CHASSIS MINT

FOUINOX HEAD AMP MC HENTOS ARA MK
ROKSAN VERN IS, SME

AUDIONOTE 171, ORIGIN LIV]E RB NI

SYS [EM DECR X WITH FINN TVN ARM
THORYES 115

TINNLP12 BASIC PiLS ARM N AT PLINTH
?]I\NI ICORL WITH ARM & AUDIO THCHNICA

A DGE. BI ACK ASH
NADS120  NEW GOl DRING I1LAN C AR

PRE-AMPS

AUDIO RESEARCH 187 LINE PRE
RAPPAPORT  Ruas Andrews modified
BALANCED AUDIO TECHNOLOGY \ K31
GATL VALVE PRE NEW

HAFLER PRE,

MATISSE ATOM LINE VAIN L PRE AMP
TAG MCCEARIN B3 PATO - MO & MM

POWER AMPLIFIERS - VALVE
NEW  SHANLING STIRIO INTERGRATED AMP
SEE WIB STTL DIERS [AKEN NOW

ALTHO RESE AR 1 CLASSIC 6F - MIST COND
SVATTCMS ST

ALDHO INSOVATIONS SERIES 1000 MONO BIOCS
RORA EN DEMO L] 34 INTERGRATED was £2 800
ROGERS CADE T 1 CHASSIS WITTH PRY

ROGE RS ¢ ADE] 1L

SCAITT 260 B INTERGRATT D AALYE AMP
AUDION STERLING 1 34 STERIEO S S WOOD
ROGERS RAVENSBROOK

AMPS/TONE ARMS
§. WITH RB250 ARM
RT _BRILLIANT
STAGE

'S
CK WITH

HPLLL SEE WEB
BI 34 PUSH PULL INTERGRATED
ARION EI FCK TR
SHANLING POWTR AMPS (STT WEBSITEH)

POM ER AMPUIFIERS - SOLID STATE
8[‘ AD 33
AT 405

13940
LY O

PIEASE RING
LG9 W)

L1500 00
100 08
LhStan
L1u9 1w

b
L4h3 (4)

£299 (0
L1250

LHhOU (6

Ly on

£1 300
£1 840 (M)
f4ein
U
£1 4% w3
L1199 {9)

£2.000.00

L9000
£4900

CRIMSON 630 MONO BEOCS & PRI AMP £1.199 60
ARC AN TS WITH REMOTE VGO £ 7500
QU AD 306 A G 149 14
RIUSICAL FIDELITY 11 EXCELLENT 150080
TUNERS, CASSETTE DECKS ETC.
Slv\m\h L9900
AL AN 440 (W)
TAMAHA KN M CASSETTT DECR LR
YAMAH A KNS CASSEITE DICK LA W
YAMARACT?I0 TUNER 145 (0
CD/HDC I/SACD/IND/MD PLAVERS
ARC AM A AMANL AL & BON
MARK 1§ VINSON No 3 DAC WITH HIXD £1.299.00
TOM EVANS TICOS PRECTISION CD WITH S1PERATI
POWIR SUPPEY AW SOAE 1 4% ()
DPA ENLIGHTENMIENT CN32 L2099 0
PINK TRIANGLE ORDINAL DA 269 {(#)
MICROMIGA DRIVE 2 AND DAC - MINT BONED L7390
HIT10S €12 £499 gy
ALIFORNIA AL DIO LABS TUBI
ANALOGUE PROCESSOR DAC £ 349 40
SHANLING €D T100 HDCD EX DEMO L1 2%
SHANIING CD 110 HDCD (SEL W1 B SITE Limsw
SHANEING SCH T200 SACD F\ DI MO L 9 0w
SHANLING SCD 129 Sac DaSiE WEB SITH £2 1%dn
AMUSICAL FIDELITY A3 CD PLAYER L350 1%
MUSIC AL FIDITITY Fe) () PLAYIR L1500
PIHITIPS ¢ DOA) PRI DICESSOR TO CD93 LI
SPEAKERS
ALDIO NOTE ANT TE AR FSum
SNELL ¢ 1OVELY PAIR L18s0 0
GAMMA PES TACORD WIEH S TANDS L0650 80
MAG AL DIO SITT RIBBON SPEAKERS  AWESOME THAK - (xS0 (e
DECCATONDON WITH CAST IRON HORNS L6°0 ()
REGAEEA BEACK NN
1SC
COMPLETI LEAK SYSTEAL STAIGHT 1RON 1HE SINTIES
NDMINT IN 60 CABINET, TROUGHLINE 1IITUNER STIRIO
0 AMP, L AK SANDWICH SPLARERS, GOL DRING LINCO
TURNTABLE WITH ALL DOCUMENTATION  aRSOtUT]
BARGAIN L2500
CABLES
VARIOUS IN STOCK  PLEAST PHONE

MATRIX HI-FI

WE ARE PROUD TO ANOUNCE THAT WE ARE NOW DFALERS FOR ROKSASN, ORTOFON. GOLDRING, PROJECT. EAR.

VALVE AMP
REPAIRS

WWW.TUBE-WAREHOUSE.COM

NEW

SEE OUR NEW TUBE

WEB SITE - MAIL
ORDER TUBES AND
ACCESSORIES
DISCOUNTED

PRICES

GOLDEN DRAGON, SVETLANA, NOS ETC,
OUR OWN “PRESTIGE” HAND PICKED FOR
SOUND QUALITY PHONE 01322 281787

NEW HIGH QUALITY HIFI ® VINTAGE HIFI FOR SALE AND WANTED
®DEM ROOM AVAILABLE VALVE AMP REPAIRS
SEE OUR WEB SITE FOR THE LATEST STOCK

SHANLING. MICHELLE. CELESTION. QED. AUDIOQUEST. SOUNDSTYLE. ETC...

PHONE : (01322) 281700/292391 FAX: (01322) 229908

E-MAIL: info@matrixhi-fi.co.uk WEB: www.matrixhi-fi co.uk

SHOWROOM
65 DARENTH ROAD
DARTFORD

FREE EASY PARKING KENT DA ILU

TURBOCHARGING YOUR REGA ARM

“Nothing less than total dynamite”

lf VOou are tht Pl'()\ld ONnNer l)f ANy rt"!d LONCATIN, VOU are nos 1 re

HI-FI WORLD

drive...nothing can prepare you for
word, gobsmacking.”

enviable position to transform its performance mto the league of

super arms with our modifications. "1 Ol structural moditication

at £75 will enable vour Rega 1o pertormeata level exceeding that ot

arms costing over £ 10001 Fligh pertormance rewirin with high prade
litz wire is also offered at an additonal £70 and exiernal rewinn

also £70 further increasing the performance

“[ have to sav the Rega modifications turn this humble arm
into a real giant killer. Gone is the rather grey, stetile sound of

b

“The single most important upgrade you can
ever make to any record deck concerns the motor

the shock of going DC. Ina
COMMON GROUND MAGAZINE

‘It’s value is nothing short of tremendous.”  LISTENER MAGAZINE

‘lhe L.P12 remains a classic ...but ..upgrade kits by Origin lLive

can bring a vast improvement to it’s performance”

HI FI NEWS

UNIVERSAL TURNTABLE MOTOR KIT - \o one would

the cooking Rega. Instead, tonal colour is fresh. dynamics have

great speed and impact, and the sound stage is huge
Hi-FI WORLD ON STRUCTURAL MODIFICATION

Structural modification awarded 5 star rating by

Structural Modification - £75
Internal Rewiring - £70

External Rewiring - £70

High conductivity phono plugs £20

Slotted arm tube - £85

For arm modifications we normally return your arm withi din
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blame you for being sceptical of an casy 1o hirine spensive de motor
upgrade. Fspecually one that improves on the best ot other power

supplics costing over 4 times as much or your money back. 1t 1s simply

imposaible 10 1imagine the level of improvement attained by climinanng
the motor vibration that vour stvlus amplifies over a million times!
Our DO maotor kit offers vast improvements 1o all versions o Linn

Lingo - Valhulla, Rega, Sy stemdeck, Roksan, Rock ete. The kits consist

ot a drop n replacement high yrade DC motor and off-board 2 speed

control hox. Why not place vour order now? - see web site or phone

Standard de Motor Kit - &
Advanced de Motor Kit
Ultra de Motor Kit

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk
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-

n

£570

ORIGIN LIVE
Tel/Fax: +44 02380 578877

E-mail: info@originlive.com
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Upgrade Transformer - £175

/109 wih kit | www.originlive.com
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Massive expensive KT88 valves

The most important and expensive components of a valve amplifier "potted” are more
o “ " ran el

are valves and transformers. £200 or £500 for a pair of huge “push pull e P

output transformers produces good bass + lots of “inter leaved” windings for Unbelievabiy | valves

huge |

better high frequency and “stability”. Huge £150 mains transformers gives a e |

less “processed” sound. Selected “matched” set of valves cost £50 or £160.
If we could achieve the same quality of sound with £10 volume control ,
£10 wires , £10 capacitor , we could have saved a lot of money ! ! !

American

- B 5670
Money back guarantee (less £30 UK or £100 overseas) that you prefer :- i -valves'
£850 or £1,000 or £1,250 or £1,450 "KT88 Triode Connection” amplifiers Expen§i§; £1.250
to most transistor amplifiers, most transistor / valve hybrid amplifiers, ggg;:‘;gfs‘:“;,
most Single Ended valve amplifiers, most Ultra Linear valve amplifiers steel ralinear o4 400
selling for £2,000 to £20,000 chess:s TR
arger . b Vv

£850 "KT88 Triode Connection” + high quality £350 "3 way" speakers transformar Uy , eaxﬁaeri'fi’if,%
to “ultra linear” valve amplifiers + £600 “2 way” and “2.5 way” speakers - ¥ huge i €
£700 EL34 valve amplifiers (40 watts + 40 watts) to most transistor -~ t“nsfom-er
amplifiers and transistor / valve hybrid amplifiers costing £1,000 to £2,000 R h
£500 EL34 valve amplifiers (40 watts + 40 watts) to most £700 amplifiers. e % 2830 vajves
Telephone 01634 268662 anytime or 01634 373410 for Mr Andrew Everard’s . :
review in Gramophone Magazine and Summary of 21 testimonials from Ty W ' ‘ Connection
satisfied customers. www.affordablevalvecompany.co.uk of silver Ultra Linear £850

capacitors £650 £750 £1,000

Properly matched

www.affordablevalvecompany.com even our "standard” Big powerful larger

EL34 transformer 7o oAl T s

Buy direct & save £££  **¢ > b5 r'?.p"al"e = Moo B 20 wact
Shop prices are expensive ‘ : : § transformer | d0watt

because of rent, rates, wages . _ f
! i T
‘ Upgradeable

famous Svetana

Free UK delivery :
American

Subsidised £50 UPS delivery 5670 valves
to overseas countries. ‘ '
4 years of proven reliability. ’ ' £500 KT88 Eix&;?fffig
40 watts +£50 carriage g \ 2
2 years guarantee. +40wvatts +£50 for usgdvalves i 60 (J £ / U O

MUSONIC
STYLI

SPECIALIST MANUFACTURER &
SUPPLIER FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS s .
This is to debut amplifiers what |

REPLACEMENTS & ORIGINALS :
LLed Zeppelin | was to debut LPs:
MANY OBSOLETE/78 VERSIONS a certifiable masterpiece
PICK-UP CARTRIDGES Ken Kessler. Hi-Fi News. February 2004 i
RECORD/TAPE/CD ACCESSORIES

WHY NOT TRY US AND HEAR THE
DIFFERENCE !!

s —
< NAGAOKA CARTRIDGES NOW IN STOCK >
—_— we

For further information tel/fax/e-mail to:-

MUSONIC (UK) LIMITED
Unit 13 Wenta Business Centre Colne Way

Watford Hertfordshire WD24 7ND n T A
Tel: 01923 213344 Fax: 01923 213355 , +
E-mail:sales@musonic.co.uk Midland HiFi Studio have teamed up with the UK
distributor of the T+A V10 Valve amplifier to offer
VISIT OUR l]PDATED WEBSITE unbeatable part exchange allowances.
www.musonic.co.uk For more information -
i . . |
VisA_'Trade and Export enquiries welcome E Tel: 01902 380 083 Email: info@midlandhifistudio.co.uk
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ccasionally, one can lis-
ten to a favourite album
from twenty or more
years ago and be
extremely disappointed.
The Scorpions’
'Lovedrive' is not such a disc. In
these days of The Darkness, some
may still find the appeal of well-
played metal inexplicable but there is
a reason for their success, and there
is a reason why 'Lovedrive' is
arguably the peak of what has been a
very long career for the Scorpions —
the impressive effect of being able to
tell that a band recorded such
intense heaviness live on the floor!

As with many Scorpions albums,
at the time the appeal of 'Lovedrive'
to an impressionable |3 year old
was partially the highly suggestive
Hipgnosis cover art.Whereas the
sleeve of its successor ‘Animal
Magnetism' has a frankly obvious
vibe, that of 'Lovedrive' is

inexplicably perverse ("what’s wrong
with sexy?"),and in a parallel way,
whereas the latter album has a
straightforward muscularity, the
preceding true classic has an elegant
melodicism which was never
demonstrated as well during the
career of the band, either before or
since. It is also slightly unfair that the
Scorpions have been tainted by the
indelibility of 'Winds Of Change' in
the memory of anyone who was

around in 1991 — much like Bryan
Adams’ 'Everything | Do...", that track
is single-handedly capable of
eradicating any memory of the good
stuff for the uninitiated.

Lovedrive was a transitional
album in the Scorpions’ history,
following as it did the initial career
peak and lead guitarist (Uli John
Roth) swansong of the live Tokyo
Tapes. Despite the recruitment of
the reliable Matthias Jabs as a
replacement, the fact that the ever-
wayward Michael Schenker (brother
of eternal Scorps rhythm gutarist
Rudolph) was twiddling his thumbs
after recording the seminal UFO live
album 'Strangers In The Night'
resulted in the extremely gifted
younger brother rejoining the band
and supplying lead parts on nearly
half of the eight tracks featured
here, before he went AWOL again.

Recorded in late 1978, the
tracks featuring Michael are among
the most piledriving [steady on,
Patrick! Ed], including the storming
title track, the similarly pulsating
'Another Piece Of Meat', and
(alongside Def Leppard’s 'Switch
625'), the most impressive instru-
mental of the period 'Coast To
Coast'. But even without the
younger Schenker the remaining five
tracks kick in a way that today’s
regimented, ‘Protools’ metal (The
Rasmus?) could never do.

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk
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This is, in part, due to the well-
honed studio chops of Dieter
Dierks, now better known as the
guy who may well make it difficult
for the music industry to progress
the new Dual Disc format on this
side of the pond due to his DVDplus
patents, but at the time a producer
of some repute. Back in the day the
recording had a realistic punch
which has only been enhanced by
the careful remastering given to the
entire catalogue at the turn of the
millennium. There is a real sense of
"everything goes up to eleven” but
when has that approach ever been
more appropriate than in
emphasising the creamy combination
of Jabs’ Strats with the Gibsons of
one Schenker or the other, or both?

The other extremes here are
the meat-headed (in the best sense
of the word) drumming of Hermann
Rarebell, and the demented
screaming of singer Klaus Meine. The
strenuous efforts of the latter would
result in him having to deal with
nodules on the vocat chords a mere
two albums later, but if you want to
hear some of the best rock
screaming short of lan Gillan, this is
really the album to go for.The
slightly stilted nature of some of the
English language may raise the
occasional smile, but that is almost
part of the charm of the album.

I did attempt to convince some
people at EMI that the rise of The
Darkness should make it a real no-
brainer to give some of the groups
from which the Lowestoft rock gods
draw their inspiration - such as The
Scorpions, UFO and the Michael
Schenker Group - the high
resolution treatment, but at the
moment this would still appear
unlikely. It’s a real shame, as the
genre is under-represented in the
new formats area, and under-
regarded in any form.

If you have any affinity for well-
recorded metal you should check
this record out, particularly given
that it is available for little more
than the cost of a few pints. Trust
me - this is one you will listen to
again and again... PC
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Gold Reference

C-CAM* and RST®
mid-bass drivers

Beautifully matched systems for hi-fi and home cinema
Award winning C-CAM

From a perfect synergy of driver design and cabinet construction, I me tweeters

the Gold Reference series of loudspeakers brings lifelike scale,
power, dynamics and realism to music and film.

GR10 - “few speakers just 36cm tall are capable of a sound with quite so much

conviction...we like the GR10’s a lot”
What HiFi Sound & Vision

GR2o0 - “fast and dynamic sound with bags of resolution... fine bass weight...an excellent

product from Monitor Audio... we have no choice but to recommend them highly”
What HiFi Sound & Vision

GR60 - “It’s a genuine flagship speaker, and offers flagship performance.
In fact, the only thing that isn’t flagship about it is the cost of
ownership, and for that Monitor Audio are to be heartily
congratulated” Hifi Plus

Luxury tool box for
GR20/GR60

*hkkk .!*hﬁ
GR10, GR20 GR10
In-wall and In-ceiling
t‘ L ]
e @ MONITOR AUDIO
As close as it el :

+44 (0)1268 740580
info@monitoraudio.co.uk
www.monitoraudio.co.uk





