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Hi- Fi News 

The New Classics: Upholding an award-winning tradition 

Attention to detail wins hands down. Purpose-built by hand, the new Classics from Exposure have been garnering rave 

reviews from hi-fi magazines far and wide; with our new Pre- and Power Amplifiers receiving the coveted Product of the Year 

2003-2004 accolade by Hi-Fi Choice magazine. Adding yet again to the growing list of award-winning equipment already 

in Exposure's stable. And reaffirming our reputation as engineers of some of the world's finest hi-fi. 

• United Kingdom • Austria • Australia • Brazil • Canada • China • Croatia • Denmark • Estonia • France • Germany • Greece 

• liong Kong • Indonesia • Ireland • Italy • Israel • Korea • Latvia • Lithuania • Malaysia • Moldova • Netherlands • New Zealand 
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• Switzerland • Taiwan • Thailand • Turkey • Ukraine • USA 
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ever mind the dazzling 

array of products on sale; 

the most important ques-

tion facing hi-fi buyers is 

how much to spend? It's 

every audio aficionado's 

most fundamental dilemma, as the 

budget is more important even than 

any choice of kit. 

In general, spending twice as much on 

any given CD player, amplifier or loudspeaker is - unless you're 

particularly unlucky - going to bring superior sound. But how much 

better, and is the scale of improvement commensurate with the 

price? In this month's Hi-Fi World, we look at the question of 'sound 

value'... 

By comparing a wide range of kit at different price points and 

gauging precisely how much better the esoteric is over the 

affordable, we've tried to put things into real perspective: In 

October's supertest (p13),Arcam CD players at £400 and £ 1,300 

face off, and then Naim amplifiers at £700 and £4,000 meet, as do 

similarly priced Focal-JM Labs loudspeaker systems.The stunning 

£10,000 ELP laser turntable finds itself against a Michell/SME 

combination at one third of the price (p43).And what are the sonic, 

engineering and ergonomic differences between Denon's new £ 149 

entry level DV- 1710 DVD player and its top-of-the-range £ 1,600 

DVD-Al I stablemate (p47)? We also compare Myryad's new 

MXI2080 integrated amplifier with its spiritual antecedent,A&R's A60 

(p48, p50), and an in-depth feature by Noel Keywood gives you the 

engineering 'inside track' on how manufacturers build their hi-fi up - 

or down - to a price (p34). 

Elsewhere this month we've got an eclectic range of products 

for your perusal, from Spendor's LS3/5a replacement, the s3/5se 

'speaker (p52), JVC's superb AX-SD1 integrated amplifier (p56), 

ECS's monster EA2 power amp (p58) and Aurum Cantus's svelte 

Leisure 2SE against Opera's Callas loudspeaker (p60).Add in our 

review of Apple's new iPOD mini for computer audiophiles (p74) 

and our unique twelve page guide to the good and great of audio's 

old and new (p83) and Hi-Fi World is one thing well worth budgeting 

for this month! 

RS.- see p80 for details of our great Linn 

Event on October 16th at Proud Galleries, 

London N I (www.proud.co.uk); any multichannel 

music fan is welcome to this most special occasion! 

how we test the products: 

• Hi-Fi World has its own advanced test laboratory and acoustically treated 
listening room. 

• Hi-Fi World has a dedicated in-house team of experienced listeners. We 
review thoroughly by extensive auditioning, rather than by quick-fire 
group listening tests. 

• Hi-Fi World's engineering team designs a wide range of products in-
house. No other hi-fi magazine is so expert and dedicated. 

WORLD VERDICTS: 
As a rule we only review products we find interesting, so don't expect too many low 
scores. Likewise, five globe awards will he few and far between because there's only 

one superlative product of its type. The f sign denotes great value for money. 

OUTSTANDING 

EXCELLENT 

GOOD 

MEDIOCRE 

POOR 

VALUE 

- Simply the best. 

- Extremely capable. 

- Worth auditioning. 

- Unremarkable. 

- Seriously flawed. 

- Keenly priced. 

hi-fi world 

SUITE 64, ARCO HOUSE 
KILBURN PARK ROAD 
LONDON NW6 5LF 
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SUPERTEST 13 
Ever wondered how much better - or not, as 

the case may be - one company's high end 
products are over its entry level models? 

Dominic Todd, David Price and Noel 
Keywood look at CD players, amplifiers and 

loudspeakers from Arcam, Naim and JM labs 
respectively. 

LIGHT 
ENTERTAINMENT 42 
Retailing at just over £ 10,000, ELP's LT-2XRC 
is the most remarkable analogue turntable 
we've ever seen - not least because it uses a 

five- laser pickup to read the disc, CD-style, 
instead of a conventional arm and cartridge! 
But how does it compare to much more 

affordable high end designs like Michell's 
GyroDec? And what of its most obvious laser-
fired price rival, Linn's £ 12,000 Sondek CD12 
CD player? David Price adjudicates. 

POORER SOUNDS 46 
In which Denon's cheapest ever DVD spinner, 
the £ 149 DV1710 faces its biggest and most 
expensive stablemate, the mighty £ 1,600 

DVD-All. Dominic Todd assesses their 
relative merits. 

SMOOTH OPERATOR 48 
Myryad's sleek MX12080 is a new mid-price 
integrated amplifier with a rich heritage 

behind it. Dominic Todd listens in, and 
compares it to a long lost antecedent, the 
A&R Cambridge A60... 

SPENDOR S3/5SE 52 
Channa Vithana tries out Spendor's own 

vision of the BBC LS3/5a, which boasts 

identical diminutive dimensions but altogether 

better drive units and crossovers. 

AURUM CANTUS VS. 
OPERA 60 
Substance over style? Noel Keywood 
auditions two stylish standmounting 'speakers 
- Aurum Cantus's Leisure 2SE and Opera's 

latest Callas. 

JVC AX-SD1GD 56 
Here's a Japanese integrated with a difference 
- it's small, compact, low powered, heavily 

Class A biased and not (officially) available 
here. David Price warms to it! 

ECS-EA2 58 
An interesting beastie, this monster power 

amp is the direct descendent of the legendary 
Mana 'Stealth' amplifier that never was. 

Dominic Todd lets you in on the secret... 

SOUNDBITES 11 
We take a brief listen to QED's super XT400 

loudspeaker cable and van den Hul's excellent 
Integration Hybrid interconnect. 

ENGINEERING THE 
DIFFERENCES 34 
Noel Keywood takes a detailed look at 
precisely how manufacturers build their 

budget designs down to a price, and 

conversely, how their high end products are 

spec'ed up... 
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APPLE IPOD MINI 74 
The long-awaited Apple iPOD mini gets the 
treatment from a henpecked Patrick Cleasby. 

rrem 
LINN MULTICHANNEL 
EXPERIENCE 80 

Announcing the Linn Multichannel AV 

Experience 2004. 

130 
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www.hi-fiworld.co.0 
visit our website for a 

comprehensive list of all the 
products we have reviewed 
over the past 11 years 
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Win a complete NAD/KEF system worth 
£I,000 in this month's great competition! 
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OLDE WORLDE 50 
David Price tells the story of A&R 

Cambridge's epoch-making mid-price A60 
integrated, tracing its long run from 1976 

right up until the late nineteen eighties. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 55 
Spare yourself the frenzied riot as you 

struggle with the hordes to claim the last 

copy of Hi-Fi World in the newsagent - 

Subscribe today! 

WORLD AUDIO DESIGN 64 
Solder in one hand, glue in the other, satisfy 

your creative urges with a World Audio kit! 

HI-FI WORLD LIBRARY68 
A comprehensive selection of titles covering 

audio, valve amplifiers, loudspeakers, solid 

state electronics and more. 

OPINION 77,78,79,81 
Words of wisdom from the team... 

DIAL-A-DEALER 70 
Look before you leap, or alternatively listen 

before you buy. These are the people to talk 

to. 

MEET YOUR MAKER 76 
Not a call to the spiritual, but a list of 

manufacturers detailing who makes what, and 

how to get in touch. 

SPECIALIST HI-FI 
DEALERS 72 
The perfect mix - excellent coffee, a 

comfortable sofa, and someone who really 

knows how to guide you through the world 

of hi-fi. 

WORLD CLASSICS 83 
Brilliant designs that have stood the test of 

time, listed. 

WORLD STANDARDS 91 
Our lave raves - the latest and greatest from 

the world of contemporary hi-fi. 

MAIL 99 
The team get to grips with your comments 

and queries from hi-fi land... 

MARKETPLACE 107 

CLASSIFIEDS 
The place to find classic audio components. 

121 

ADVERTISERS INDEX 129 

CLASSIFIEDS ADS 
ORDER FORM 129 

CLASSIC CUTS 130 
Leonard Cohen's lost 1992 waxing, 'The 

Future' is Patrick Cleasby's classic this month. 
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Chord Carnival Silver Plus 

Silver plated oxygen free 

copper, multi-helix wound 

conductors 

Air/Polyethylene spacers 

and central core 

Unique semi air spaced design 

Minimal dielectric conductor 

contact 

Available in single and 

bi-wire configuration 

THE 

CHORD' 
COMPANY 

MOVING SOUND & VISION 

If you want to get really involved in your favourite music or spellbound 

by the performance of your home-cinema, then it's time you found out 

just what The Chord Carnival Silver Plus speaker cable can do. 

Sixteen years of experience, obsessive attention to the finest detail and 

a real commitment to producing high performance products make all 

Chord interconnects and speaker cables a vital component of any hi-fi 

or home-cinema system. 

Used and recommended by manufacturers, retailers, hi-fi magazines and 

recording studios throughout the world, Chord cables are chosen for 

their innovative design and the dramatic improvements they can bring 

to any level of system. 

Highly compatible, dynamically balanced, 

detailed, coherent and musically involving 

Chord interconnects and speaker cables 

are stocked only by the best hi-fi retailers. 

To find out more visit 

www.chord.co.uk 
+44 (0)1980 625700 
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SOUNDING IN 
Denon continues its assault on the 'affordable AV receiver' 

market in earnest, offering two new budget models, one of 

which is pitched aggressively into Cambridge Audio territory. 

The 'crazily priced' £249.99 AVR-1705 is a full featured 6.1 

design with DTS ES 96/24 and Dolby EX, 32 bit audio 

decoding and 24/192 DACs, 96kHz processing on all 

surround formats and a claimed 110W across all six 

channels. Direct stereo switching and three component 

Inputs complete the package. For those with a little more cash to 

spend, the £699.99 AVR-2805 is a 7.1 AV and Multi-Room receiver boasting the latest SHARC Analog Devices 32-bit 

DSP, full Fast Auto-Setup & EQ, plus sound quality improvements throughout'. It packs I35W across seven channels 

and sports Dolby Pro-Logic Ilx & DTS Enhanced Neo:6 at 96kHz with Denon AL24 Processing,Video up-conversion 

plus 100mHz HDTV ready 

component inputs, and 16 

Burr-Brown PCM-1791 24 

bit, 192 kHz high resolution 

DACs on all eight channels, 

in differential configuration. 

For more information, call 

01234 741 200 or point 

your web browser at 

www.denon.co.uk.  
O 

*-11111111.11 

, rn ES DSCPT DIJO 

º0, 

ecee 

NOW 'EAR THIS 
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After the deserved success of its 

range-topping HD650, Sennheiser has 

started work on revising the rest of its 

popular headphone portfolio.Two new 

models have just been announced, the 

£69.95 HD 515 and the £99.95 HD 

555. Both claim the use of advanced 

materials technology throughout, a new 

design of Duofol diaphragm for 

extended bass, Ergonomic Acoustic 

Refinement (where the acoustic baffle 

is aligned parallel to the head, ensuring 

that the sound is accurately channelled 

into the ear), plus soft earpads, single-

sided Kevlar reinforced cable 

and full adjustability.The HD 

515 is designed for music and 

extreme portable use, optimised 

for people who primarily listen to 

stereo (not surround) music, with low 

distortion and excellent frequency response accuracy 

from 14-26,000 Hz. Thanks to ultra-efficient drivers, it also 

works well with portable audio devices.The HD 555 is for music, 

home cinema and surround duties, with a special internal 

Surround Reflector which generates an extended spatial sound 

field. For more details, call 0800 652 5002 or click on 

www.sennheiser.co.uk.  

PRETTY IN PINK, ETC. 
Remember the exclusive, limited edition 'Stereophonics 

Rio' from a few years back - the MP3 portable that came 

preloaded with the latest waxing from that august Welsh 

rock band? We always thought it was a good promotional 

idea, and it seems to have resurfaced with the new XS 

Series of Rainbox Stix MP3 players from Ministry of Sound. 

Each £69 player comes pre-loaded with an exclusive 

'DanceNation 2004' album, and is available in a choice of 

colours - including pink. Other features include I28MB 

internal memory (that stores around 30 tracks) and simple 

'phig and play' USB PC connection. 
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NICE PRICE 

Or 

SLIM LINE 
Toshiba has two new DVD-players, the SD-240E and SD-340E.The sleek silver machines are just 50mm high, so can be 

easily inserted into the smallest of cabinets. Both players incorporate Component Video output with PAL Progressive 

Scan to insure pin-sharp picture reproduction and high quality video images - particularly noticeable when connected 

to a Progressive Scan TV.The SD-340E and SD-240E are compatible with DVD, DVD-R, SVCD,VCD, CD, CD-R and 

CD-RVV discs. In addition, MP3,WMA playback and a JPEG picture viewer come as standard on both models.The 

'flagship' SD-340E offers enhanced front panel operation, providing access to more functions without the need for the 

remote control.This model also has the ability to playback DivX movies which have been downloaded from the 

internet and recorded to CD-R discs. For further information, contact Toshiba on 08704 424 424 or visit 

www.toshiba.co.uk.  

SUPRA is one of the very first specialist 

cable companies to deliver a full range 

of affordable Digital Video cables.All are 

said to be made to exacting standards, 

boasting 4 twisted screened pairs of 

silver-plated OFC conductors (with a 

PE foam insulation layer), Heavy Triple 

layer screening ( 1st layer:Aluminium 

foil, 2nd layer:Aluminium foil, 3rd layer: 

tinned OFC screen), 0.8 micron thick 

24k gold-plated contacts on connectors 

and a small form factor (the diameter is 

only 8mm, making it easily hidden).The 

HDMI cable is available in six lengths up 

to 15m, while the DVI comes in five 

lengths up to 12m. Prices are £39.99 for 

the DVI - DVI (DVI-D, single link) I m, 

£39.99 for the HDMI - DVI, I m, and 

£49.99 for the HDMI - HDMI, I m.All 

cables are plus £ 10 per extra linear 

metre, and available in I m, 2m, 4m, 8m, 

12m and 15m lengths. For more 

information, click on www.supra.com.  

NEW CASTLE 
One of the longest running British bookshelf loudspeakers is Castle's 

Richmond 3 - or was, because after ten years it's got a redesign. The new 

£320 Richmond 3i, available now, is said to feature improvements in virtually 

all areas over the previous model, with the result being a smoother, more 

open balance with a weightier low end. Changes include increased cabinet 

volume with bituminous damping 

pads inside (unusual at this 

price), a larger magnet for 

the excellent 130mm 

carbon fibre coned 

bass/mid driver, improved 

sensitivity for the 19mm 

low-modulus polyamide-

dome tweeter, and a 

completely revised 

crossover delivering a 

smother response, 

improved drive unit 

integration and an easier 

load.Thankfully however, 

nothing has been done to 

change the real wood 

finishes, which remain 

amongst the very best in 

the world. For more 

information, click on 

www.castle.uk.com.  

KEEP MOVING... 
The new address for the 

UK importer of the 

following loudspeaker brand 

is: Dynaudio UK, PO Box 

1010, Maidstone ME14 

4WZ.The new telephone 

number is: 020 7378 1810, 

and the email address is: 

Jnfo@dynaudio.co.uk.  

8 OCTOBER 2004 
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KING LINN 
The princely sum of £4,500 buys you the company's very latest multi-channel AV system controller, the KINOS. 

Claimed to be a 'winning combination of stunning value and performance'. Linn calls it 'the ideal choice for any 

enthusiast seeking a genuine high-fidelity AV system'.There's a sizeable collection of quality decoding algorithms, and 

audio and video sources can be enjoyed through loudspeakers or headphones in stereo or multi-channel audio. 

KINOS supports a range of multi-channel audio configurations including 5.1 and 7.1. Proprietary Linn algorithms are 

also offered, as are a number of downmix options and adjustable Lip Sync audio delay control through the Linn 

handset. Configuration of the KINOS is made simple by the Linn-designed user interface, first introduced in KISTO, 

which permits storage of customisable user or system profiles. A multi-lingual 'Help' utility can be accessed for 

guidance at every stage of the product set-up. A keyboard can also be connected via the concealed front panel for 

convenient product set-up and fast text entry when naming sources, etc.Also incorporated in the concealed front 

panel of the KINOS are audio and video input sockets for fast direct connection of games consoles, camcorders, etc. as 

well as the headphone socket. KINOS can be expanded further to distribute sound to up to four rooms throughout 

the home.Alternatively KINOS can be incorporated into a Linn KNEKT or third-party multi-room audio system, 

where plasma lifts; screens, lighting, curtains, or other home automation products can be controlled using four 

independent I 2V triggers. Linn Specialist Retailers world-wide are currently scheduling demonstrations of the stunning 

new KINOS.To arrange a demonstration contact Linn on 0500 888 909 (from the UK) or +44 (0) 141 307 7777 (from 

all other countries). More information can be found on Linn's website at www.linn.co.uk.  

HIGH CAPACITY 
The curiously named SLAPPA 

HardBody 360 PRO CD storage case 

is one of the best we've seen. 

Targeted at serious disc collectors 

and DJs, it is made from moulded 

X-EVA, a durable yet flexible 

material that's impact, heat and 

water resistant. Heavy duty brass 

handle buckles, two industrial 

strength zipper pulls per case and a 

clever double pocket system, with a 

soft rear pocket for disc storage, and a 

clear, front pocket for disc cover storage, make it a great 

way to transport large amounts of digital music for those 

who've yet to buy an iPod! For more information, visit the 

website at www.slappa.com.  

VECTOR PLOTTING 
Dynavector's new SuperStereo Adapter Adp-3 is an unusual and interesting take on the great 

surround sound debate. Essentially it's an analogue sub-channel processor, claimed to enable 

records, CDs and other two-channel music sources to be replayed 'with much greater realism'. It 

incorporates processing circuitry and a small two-channel 24W internal amplifier, but instead of 

adding time delay to back channels, it provides frequency dependent time delays to two sub 

speakers placed in front of the listening position and firing at the front speakers! It is claimed that 

the result is a sound considerably more life- like than normal stereo with enhanced immediacy, 

ambience and naturalness. Front panel controls give a choice of three 'SuperStereo' modes to suit 

different recordings and acoustic conditions, and a volume control for the internal amplifier for 
the sub speakers. Priced at 

£1,495, the Adp-3 will be 

demonstrated at the Hi-Fi & 

AV Expo show at the London 

Heathrow Renaissance 

Hotel, 24- 26 September. 

For more information, 

call Dynavector 

SuperStereo on 01202 

767873. 

East meets West in 

November's Hi-Fi World, 

when we head to the Far 

East in search of the best hi-

fi. You'll find a digital disc 

player supertest comparing 
machines from China and 

Japan against the best from 

the West. Find out what hap-

pened when intrepid editor 

DP went hi-fi shopping in 

Beijing, and read why so 

many UK manufacturers are 

outsourcing production to 

China. Look out for reviews 
on Consonance and CAV 

amplifiers, see how Denon's 

latest AV gear compares to 
Arcam's, and prepare your-

self from a stunning surprise 
from Marantz, Sony's most 

memorable MiniDisc 
machine and much more... 

Reserve your copy now! 
• 
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Amplifon WL25 (left): 28W/channel using 6P3, £795 
Amplifon WT40 (centre): 40W/channel using 6C33, £ 1995 
Amplifon WT30 II (right): 31W/channel using 6H13, £ 1395 

web: www.walrus.co.uk 

Amplifon is proving to be a huge success both with reviewers and customers alike - we are delighted! Now made in the EC (a 

warm welcome to our Polish neighbours is in order), this range of three models, all superbly built, all featuring automatic biasing, 
and all with large, wide bandwidth toroidal output transformers suitable for 4 or 8 Ohms, offer superb value for money. Sound 
quality is reminiscent of the best classic designs of the past, but modern circuit techniques and transformers give an authority of 

presentation and power reserve often lacking in older designs. Truly modern classics! 

The Jadis Orchestra Reference (left) from 
France, at £ 1699. Output of 40W/ch using 

KT90s, and even featuring that long 
missed attribute, tone controls - my, takes 

me back! 

The Consonance MlOOS (right), £1595, is 

proving to be a reviewer's favourite, 
offering a delicacy which is a speciality of 

the 300B output valve, giving here 
25W/channel. 

For people who prefer the authentic Star all Trek look, the Shanling STP80 (left) fits 
the bill perfectly! With superb build 
quality, remote control, digital level 

indicator, 35W/ch output, all for a mere 
£1295. Oh, it sounds good too, by the way. 

The Audiovalve Assistent 20 (yes, it is 
spelt like that) is a little gem from 

Germany, with a very musical performance 
- sweet as a nut, we say. 30W/ch output, 

in a neat chassis, for £ 1600. 

The Musical Fidelity Trivista DAC: We have secured some of 
the last remaining UK stock of this brilliant device. An utter 

bargain for £ 1200 - and, as they say, once it's gone, it's gone! 

Don't delay - pick up the phone now. 

Cawsey may not be the best known cable 
(others spend more on advertising) but it's 
quite possibly the best sounding. We have 
been selling these Australian made silver 
interconnects for several years and can 
recommend them without reservation. 

From £250 to £900 per metre set. 

amt 
Slinkylinks are solid 
silver air dielectric 

cables with the latest 
bullet plugs, fantastic 
sound at an amazingly 
low price: £ 195 for a 

I.2m set! 

air tangent amazon amphion amplifon apollo furniture argento audible illusions audio physic audiovalve breuer 

dynamic brinkmann cabasse cartridge man cawsey chord electronics clearaudio clearcover consonance decca 

london dnm duevel dynavector ear yoshino ecosse final lab graham slee hadcock heart incognito infinity 
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QED X-TUBE 
XT400 
£18/1V1 
Retailing for precisely £ 18/m, QED's 

top-of-the-range loudspeaker cable 

is pitched directly at one of Hi-Fi 

World's fave raves, Chord 

Company's Odyssey 2. Having had 

extensive experience of this 

particular wire, it was most 

interesting to try the QED.To the 

eye at least, it's a better looking 

cable, with an attractive satin finish 

to its pearl white PVC outer. Inside 

is what counts of course, and this is 

a 99.999% pure Silver Plated Oxygen 

Free Copper affair, with two, four 

square millimetre stranded braid 

conductors. It also uses QED's 

Polyethylene Aircore technology, a 

Copper Mylar conductive wrap with 

PTFE tape wrap.At I2.7x6mm, it's 

pleasingly compact, and not going to 

wreak havoc on your living space. 

An excellent performer, despite 

bearing a brand name that's 

synonymous with more affordable 

A fascinating conjunction of 

different metals, this 

interconnect employs a 

completely new class of 

conductor based on 

unique production 

technology that combines 

several advanced 

processes. Extremely 

pure copper, zinc and 

silver are blended via 

complex technical 

processing, into a shiny 

gold-coloured conductor 

with an amorphous structure 

s free from inter-crystalline 

boundaries.As per all vdH wires, it 

employs the company's Linear 

Structured Carbon technology; the 

core design is based on the highly 

acclaimed D- I02111 Hybrid, but in 

the Integration, the two stranded 

metal cores have been replaced by 

four stranded Fusion Technology 

conductors in star quad configu-

ration.Triple layered shielding is 

employed, and the gold coloured 

jacket is made of high performance, 

halogen free Hulliflex which is great 

cables, this gives absolutely 

nothing away whatsoever to the 

high end stuff. Indeed, it's such an 

impressive all rounder that you'd 

struggle to fault it until you get into 

silly money territory. Essentially its 

very neutral and uncharismatic - 

with a crisp, spry, clean and super-

detailed window into the recorded 

acoustic.As you'd expect from a top 

silver-plated OFC design, it's 

extremely devoid of grain yet has an 

explicit, 'well let' midband with very 

well defined stereo imaging and 

super tight, taut bass. By comparison. 

to the touch and thankfully flexible 

too. Prices range from £ 125 for 0.6m 

to £200 for I.5m. For more 

information, click on 

www.vandenhul.com. 

Although not the very best 

interconnect we've heard, this isn't far 

off and is cheap by comparison! It has 

an extremely self-effacing sound - the 

whole frequency spectrum, from 

bottom to top, is carried with almost 

no colouration. It's rhythmically very 

snappy and dynamically committed 

too - the overall effect being an 

extremely musically engaging 

interconnect that still manages to 

capture the original tonality and 

texturality of whatever music it plays. 

Compared to our reference LFD's 

Spirolink 3, it's just a touch on the 

bright side - but as this is the 

'darkest', most neutral cable we've 

heard, this suggests the vdH is close 

to absolute neutrality, but with just a 

subtle touch of 'lighting' across the 

midband. Superb - users of most high 

performing real world hi-fi systems 

will simply never require anything 

better.. 

Chord's 

Odyssey 2 is ever so slightly more 

subtle and three dimensional, yet 

sounds just a tad warm and woolly. 

Of course, this is what cables are all 

about - tuning.The XT400 is a high 

performance product that's best 

deployed to pull out any slight 

midband softness and imprecision, 

without ever sounding harsh. Highly 

recommended. 

sound bites 
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This Tempo flies! 
A major upgrade for a 
legendary loudspeaker 
from Audio Physic ... 

«Tempo 

fuoLE 
If you are considering loudspeakers 
in the £2k region the new Audio 
Physic TEMPO is a must-hear and a 
new reference at its price. 

In 1986 the first Tempo set new 
mid-price standards for clarity, pace, 
dynamics and the Audio Physic 
speciality: HOLOGRAPHIC IMAGING. 

The new Tempo 5 is neat and svelte 
with stunning performance, drawing 
on the research and design work 
done for another landmark speaker, 
the £8k Audio Physic AVANTI. 

The only aspect in common with 
the earlier Tempos is the 7' SLOPE 
of the cabinet to align the phase of 
tweeter and mid-range drivers. 

The cabinet is a masterpiece of 
elegance combined with RIGIDITY to 
curb colourations from resonance. 
Curved side panels minimise 
internal standing waves that muddle 
the bass and blur mid-range detail. 

Audio Physic has brought its clever 
"PUSH-PUSH" design from larger 
models to the Tempo, in which bass 
drivers are mounted back-to-back 
in the SIDES of the cabinet. 
Vibrations are cancelled out and the 
front baffle is narrower, for better 
appearance and wonderful imaging. 

Well aware of the damaging effects 
of unwanted vibration, Audio Physic 
have included a DAMPED TERMINAL 
PANEL to block energy being 
transmitted through the speaker 
cables back into the system. 

Customers say we make some of the BEST 
SOUNDS they have ever heard, so you know 
we can do the same in your home. Our 

advice will take account of your best 

components and guide you where change is 

needed, in stages you can afford. 

You AVOID EXPENSIVE MISTAKES, enjoy 
music along the way and save money in the 

long run. 

JUST LISTEN AND YOU'LL KNOW 

The 
Right 
Note 
Music in th c lunne 

V. 
H  Ir ITI 

01225 874728 
or NEW lo-call 

0845 230 7570 
CD: ALCUPHASE, ACCuSTIC ARTS, AUDi0 SYNTHESIS, BEL CANTO, dCS (ELGAR, DELIUS 

PURCELL, VERDI, VERONA), W ADIA. VINYL: AVID, BASIS, CLEARAUDIO, DNM, GRAHAM, 

THE GROOVE, LEHMANN, MICHELL, ORIGIN LIVE, SUMIKO BLUE POINT SPECIAL, 

TRANSFIGURATION. TUNERS: MAGNUM DYNALAB. AMPLIFIERS: ACCUPHASE, 
ADVANTAGE, BEL CANTO, CAT, DNM, GAMUT, HOVLAND, NAGRA, SONNETEER, 

SPECTRAL. LOUDSPEAKERS: AUDIO PHYSIC, DALI, ETHOS, NEAT, TOTEM, VERITY 

AUDIO. CABLES: ARGENTO, CHORD CO., DNM, NORDOST, SILTECH, VERTEX AQ ETC. 

MAINS Accuphase, Vertex AQ. SUPPORTS: ARCICI, STANDS UNIQUE. VERTEX AQ 
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10 WAYS TO IMPROVE YOUR SBLS 

1) A Biamp optipn 
2) Hand matched components 
3) Jensen paper and foil inductors 
4) Audyn capacitors 
5) High performance PCB 
6) Aluminium standElone housing 
7) Silver plated OFC internal cabling 
8) Sorbotha.ne PCB mountings' 
9) Oak cone feet' 
io) Caddock -esistors . 

The new biampable Audio42 passive Cro3sover — 
ten easy ways to improve your SBLS all in one go. 

AUDIO 

42 

For more information www.aud.o42.com 

alium audio distributors of quality hi-li alium audio distributors of qualify hl-II 

IIVAÎIt"RM     
AUTHORISED DISTRIBUTORS OF QUALITY HI-FI 

consomi once audio 
Ref 2.2 CD Player 
24/192 Upsampling 
RCA output 
61-130 Superiube 

Optional 
Solid State XLR 
Balanced Output 

Ref 8.8 Remote controlled 
6550, Integrated Amplifier 
Push-Pull - 50. WPC 
KT66 version - PP-25/WPC 
300B versions - SE-9/18\NPC 

&raeiadio jzoldiem 
Quality handbuilt e. 
loudspeakers from Italy 
High efficiency 92dB to 
94dB floor standing and 
standmount 

Tel: 012M25f01 (Ian Large) 
01273 608332 (Peter Richards) 

-Mail:saleeoliumaudio.com 
om 
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sound value 
The trouble with most hi-fi buyers is that they know the cost of everything 2nd the value of 

nothing. And who's to blame them, ccnsidering that few incustry players ever bother to 
enlighten anyone? So we thought we'd do precisely this - and compare one budget and one 
high end product from three respected manufacturers... David Price is your host. 

f you're a Hi-Fi World reader 

then the chances are that 

you're a good deal more 

savvy about audio equipment 

than most. I'd venture to 

guess that your system is 

comprised of high quality kit from 

a variety of manufacturers - possi-

bly from several different decades, 

too.You know what you like, and 

it's not by accident that you've 

ended up with the system you've 

got. 

Well, I'd respectfully suggest 

that even you haven't really got 

your head around quite what 

spending 'x' thousand pounds 

more over what you've already got 

will give you.That's not a criticism, 

because there are only three 

constituencies in the hi-fi world 

who are at all placed to accurately 

gauge this - dealers, journalists and 

manufacturers (in that order). 

You have a life - you make 

money, you work, rest and play. 

There's precious little time to 

accurately assess for yourself just 

what the benefits of spending 

modest amounts on equipment are 

- relative to vast, swingeing sums. 

You could spend the rest of the 

year in your favourite local dealer, 

by which time you'll know exactly 

where every bit of kit sits in 

relation to one another. But that's 

not a practical proposition, so we 

thought we'd step into the breach 

with an 'exploratory' look at what 

the relative value of entry level and 

high end models from Arcam, Naim 

and Focale Lab are. 

Of course, we can't be 

definitive about every single 

possible permutation of kit, but 

this even this limited investigation 

shows that some manufacturers 

are far stronger in some areas than 

others, and that the more money 

you spend, the more focussed a 

sound you get. It makes interesting 

reading - enjoy! 

13 OCTOBER 2004 
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ARCAM 

arum 
Arcam digital electronics span the centre ground 
of the UK hi-fi separates market, from the 

'budget' £400 CD73 CD player to the 'affordable 
high end' FMJ CD33 at £1,300. Dominic Todd 
assesses what all that extra cash brings... 

he smart looking CD73 is 

gum -quintessential mainstream 

Arcam. It's a shrewdly 

judged, somewhat pre-

dictable yet nevertheless 

impressively turned out 

player - something, in fact, that you'd 

have expected the likes of Sony to be 

making, had this been a decade back. 

It differs from its CD72 

predecessor in using a Wolfson 

WM8740 Sigma Delta DAC, as 

opposed to the Burr Brown devices 

used before. Not a great deal else 

has changed, but then it didn't really 

need to. The Sony optics are well 

proven, and the, double-sided, circuit 

board is as well laid out as ever 

before. For a £400 player there are 

some real touches of engineering 

quality here - witness the toroidal 

PSU, low jitter clock, quality Elna and 

Rubicon capacitors and damped lid. 

Build quality and finish are both 

excellent, and there are all the 

features you'd every really need of 

CD player. Thanks to the use of Sony 

electronics, the CD73 is also CD 

Text compatible, for the few discs 

that use it. Perhaps of more use are 

the optical and coaxial digital outputs 

that support the twin analogue outs'. 

My only real grumble is a less than 

attractive remote control. Pretty it is 

not, but then at least it's functional, 

with controls that will also operate 

an Arcam amplifier.True to Arcam 

tradition, the CD73 is also 

upgradeable - the DAC board from 

either the CD82 or CD93 can be 

dealer fitted. 

Alongside the CD73, the FMJ33 

doesn't really look much different. 

Besides slightly more 'solid' feeling 

buttons, there's little more to show 

for your extra £900 investment. The 

finish is every bit as good as the 

CD73, but at this price, and alongside 

the Naim CD5i, it fails to lead the 

class. Feature wise, the FMJ also 

parallels the CD73, but it does at 

least have a smarter remote control 

to show for itself. Of course, where 

you really notice the difference is in 

lifting the lid. Similar Sony optics are 

used for the transport, but the FMJ33 

uses no fewer than 4 Wolfson 

WM8740 DACs. Used in parallel, it's 

a technique designed to reduce noise 

and distortion and improve linearity. 

It's a principle that reminds me of 

the old Cambridge CD2 and CD3 

players of the late 80s, which used 4 

I6x4 Philips DACs to great effect. 

Another key difference with the 

FMJ33 is that the digital data stream 

is upsampled from 44.1 kHz to 

192kHz. Now, whilst no extra 

information can be retrieved from 

I 6bit CD, it does mean that far 

gentler filters can be used 

downstream.The FMJ uses even 

higher-grade capacitors, output 

devices and other components than 

the CD73, but they're not always 

easy to spot. More obvious to the 

untrained eye is the more substantial 

casing. It may look the same from the 

outside, but once you take the lid off 

you'll notice a thicker front panel and 

3Li 
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ARCAM CD73 

sturdy, separate aluminium board 

supports on the FMJ33. 

To sum up then, if you're 

expecting a superior finish, more 

exciting styling or extra features for 

your additional £900, then you'll be 

sorely disappointed. One of the 

problems here is that the CD73 is 

simply so complete to begin with. As 

with all the best hi-fi, however, the 

changes focus on the electronics, and 

it's here where the FMJ33 can really 

justify its extra cost.That having been 

said it is a close call, and the CD73 is 

definitely the better value. 

THE LISTENING 
To see if the FMJ33 could carry its 

material advantage through to the 

listening stage, I hooked both CDs up 

to my system using identical 

Rothwell interconnects. On the basis 
that it's often easier to hear lost 

information rather than detail gained. 

I began by listening to Dr John's 'Hen 

Layin' Rooster' on the FMJ33. Right 

from the off, it was dear that here 

was a player of real quality.There was 

a generous sound stage with a 

decent height of sound. Bass was 

solid, but more importantly benefited 

from excellent timing.The FMJ33 

managed to inject some real pace 

into the song, and its attack and drive 

came as a pleasant surprise from a 

brand not usually associated with 

such vigour. Despite the new-found 

sense of vim however, traditional 

Arcam fans will be pleased to hear 

that the FMJ33 still errs on the side 

on smoothness over absolute 

detail retrieval.That said, 

treble was a tad brighter 

than I'd expected, 

lb, although not unreal-

«. istically so. 

Instrumental 

timbre is also 

faithfully 

reproduced. The 

piano had body. 

I he brass a lively 

r asp, and the 
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percussion plenty of 

shimmer. 

Playing the same song on the 

CD73 proved highly enlightening, and 

somewhat embarrassing. I have 

always rated the CD73 highly but, in 

this case, the difference between the 

two players was like night and day. 

Timing was the most noticeable 

casualty, with the end result sounding 

as though someone had slowed the 

pitch on a turntable.A softer bass 

response. and less attack from the 

percussion made for a less exciting 

listen. Interestingly, though, the CD73 

did boast a smoother treble 

response, although this was certainly 

to the detriment of detail retrieval. 

The sound stage shrunk to a degree, 

but there was the same fluid, 

seamless response that had been 

apparent with the FMJ33. In isolation, 

and against its contemporaries, it 

should be noted that the CD73 is 

still one of the finest sub £500 

players. It was very close to matching 

the FMJ33 in terms of instrumental 

timbre (a splendid achievement at 

this price), and had a fine level of 

texture too. 

Sticking with the CD73, I 

changed the track to Daft Punk's 

'Aerodynamic'.The track opened 

with an excellent level of resonance 

from the bell, and continued to 

impress with a real sense of control. 

The guitar was well separated from 

the other instrumental effects, but 

could have perhaps done with more 

'fizz'.There was a good depth of 

staging, although perhaps not quite 

the punch needed from the lowest 

bass notes. 

The FMJ33 began with an equally 

resonant sounding bell, but went on 

to open the track with far greater 

attack and punchier bass to boot. It 

did remain, however, very much a 

model of control.The synthesised 

effects were more apparent, and 

appeared more complex now that a 

greater level of detail had been 

revealed. Crucially. the guitar was 

presented with a greater conviction 

than with the CD73. It sounded 

larger too; such was the extra 

presence within the soundstage it 

gained. Elsewhere, there was more 

depth to the sound stage, but not 

hugely so. It certainly wasn't as 

noticeable as the FMJ's far snappier 

timing. 

The next track to grace the 

FMJ33's draw was 'Lady Marmalade'. 

sung by a quartet of Divas: Christina 

Aguilera, Lil' Kim, Mya and Pink. 

Again, it was the superb timing that 

impressed most, but the layering of 

all those competing vocals was 

equally satisfying. Perhaps they were 

a little too keen to out flank one 

another, but there did seem, at times. 

to be an excessive amount of 

sibilance, as if the lower treble notes 

had been ever so slightly 

exaggerated.There were no such 

concerns at the other end of the 

frequency range. Bass hit hard, whilst 

remaining uncannily smooth. In 

addition, it underpinned the whole 

track, giving it a real sense of flow, 

despite the many competing vocals 

and instruments. 

Impressively for the CD73, there 

wasn't as great a difference in sound 

here, as had been the case previously. 

That sibilance was still there, 

suggesting that 

this was probably 

more likely to be 

indicative of the 

recording than 

the players 

themselves.The 

timing was again 

slower, but, this 

time, there 

seemed not to be 

such a great 

difference in the bass response. 

Perhaps it lost out on the FMJ33's 

ultimate control but, other than that, 

the differences were marginal.The 

vocals were all still highly distinctive, 

and all supremely well separated.This 

is a track that can sound confused 

and brash, but the CD73 showed a 

great deal of its bigger brother's 

mettle, in getting the music in order 

and still relayed with passion. 

Arcam CD players have often 

excelled with Classical music, and the 

two players here were no exception. 

I began by trying Rimsky-Korsakov's, 

Sheherazade (Valery Gergiev. Kirov 

Orchestra), with the FMJ33. It 

opened with a superb violin timbre 

that was one of the most convincing 

I've heard from a digital source for 

some time. It managed to be both 

smooth, and yet coarsely enough 

textured as taught hair being dragged 

across metallic string or plastic 

should indeed be.The FMJ33 also 

gave a delightful insight into the 

recording, with breaths, audience 

coughs, creaking chairs and even the 

movements of the woodwinds' valves 

all clearly audible. Such insight can 

sound rather sterile, but that the 

FMJ33 avoided such pitfalls is credit 

to its, texture, timing and sheer 

subtlety of sound.Although light on 

its feet and undoubtedly pacey, it 

wasn t the most dynamic of 

portrayals. One felt that the 

"window" of sound could, perhaps, 

have been opened just a little further. 

Within its range however, levels of 

bite and control were beyond 

reproach. 

So the CD73 was left with the 

final word, and did more here than 

ever before to rebuild my faith in this 

sterling machine. It is a huge credit 

to die CD73 that during the quieter, 

simpler sections of Sheherazade, it 

was near indistinguishable from its 

illustrious brother.There was the 

same attention to detail, the same 

exquisite violin timbre, and even the 

complete set of breaths, creaks, 

ARCAM FMJ CD33 

ARCAM FMJ CD33 
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The ultimate format deserves the ultimate design 

lhe supremacy of vinyl quality over digital is set to continue - especially with the spectacular levels 
of performance now available through the new Origin Live tonearms. If you are in the slightest 
doubt as to the groundbreaking nature of these arms and their ability to transform your turntable's 
performance, we suggest you investigate the reviews and arrange an audition. Shown above is the 
new "Linn fitting" base with built in VTA adjuster, making the arms quick and easy to fit to LP12s 
among others. We guarantee all arms above the Silver to outperform any other arm regardless of 
price or your money back. 

Tonearms 
Conqueror - £2500 Illustrious - £ 1570 1.ncounter - £970 Silver - £599 OL I from - £ 124 

Origin Live, Unit 5, 3626 Spring Road, Sholing, Southampton S019 2PB 
Tel / fax: 02380 578877 E mail: info@originlive.com 

www.originlive.com 

There may be better value 
propositions around to 
upgrade your system but 
if there is I haven't heard 
them...A fantastic product 
then from Origin Live and 
this particular audiophiles 
dream review tool." 

TNT AUDIO MAGAZINE 

"...the best tonearm 
heard" HI FI WORLD 

Winner of Stereo 
Times magazine Most 
wanted component of 

2004 award 

met' 

"Simply stated, the Origin 
Live Illustrious tonearm / 
Aurora Gold turntable pro-
duce the best musical results 
of any turntable I've ever 
heard, regardless of price.... It 
sets a new reference" 

STEREO TIMES 

definitive audio 
Definitive Audio creates a quality of musical experience that is irresistible. 
We achieve this using some of the world's most splendid contraptions and by 
employing a value system that places musical considerations above all 
others. 

Our inventory includes the tantalising KSL Kondo amplifiers from Japan. We 
have the M7 Line, M7 Phono, M77 Phono, the Neiro Integrated and of 
course the extraordinary Gakuoh. We also have a range of single minded 
amplifier designs from, amongst others, Border Patrol, Art Audio and Sugden. 
Our Aladdin's cave of analogue treasures includes 12 choices of moving coil 
cartridge, the Kuzma Airline, Triplanar 6, and SME Series V tonearms. 

Keeping this company is an enviable selection of turntables including the 
Scheu range and the unequivocal SME Model 30 and Kuzma Stabi Reference. 

We have the complete range of Living Voice loudspeakers including the 
internationally celebrated Avatar OBX-R2. 

More importantly we have an attitude and an intent that breathes new life. 
interest and fascination into your relationship with music. 
Call us for an informal chat or to arrange an appointment. 

Sale of part exchanged and ex-dom items Sale New 

Audio Note Japan M7 line pre-amplifier with stepped attenuator volume 

control Fully serviced Rare affordable opportunity to visit the Kondo planet. £4000 
Meridian 508 - 24 bit CD player with luxurious desktop remote control £1350 £2500 

Clearaudio Master Reference turntable with TOI linear tracking tonearm 

highly revered record player - fantastic opportunity - spotless and as new £ 7000 £ 12510 
Merlin Music Systems VSM/M loudspeaker system. 20 weeks old - boxed - 
Check out www.rnerlinmusic corn for this acclaimed US speaker £2800 $9000 

Townshend supertweeters - brand new - one pair only £600 £800 
Living Voice Avatar II - cherry - 12 months old, nearly spotless - lovely finish £2000 £2700 

Alois PST 11.01i Hi-and 2 box pre-amp - slick and stylish Italian. 12 months 
old - boxed - perfect £1500 £2800 

P.O Ac D150 - massive 150 litre cabinet - less than 2 month old - bargain £11000 £15000 
Pro Ac Studio 200 - yew - nice - vgc f900 £2150 
Pro Ac Supertower - big bruiser - black. At least 10 years old. very loved and 
dog-eared Great sounding den/party speaker - good working order £300 
Quad 989 Electrostatics - 2 pairs - less than 12 months olcl - perfect - boxed £3500 £4500 
Tom Evans micro Groove rnoving magnet £300 £400 
Tom Evans micro Groove - moving coil [1K) £300 £400 

Tom Evans Groove - moving coil - 500 ohm 0.5my £1100 £1900 

Revolver R33 bookshelf speakers - new - boxed £300 £800 

Roksann Xerxes Cognoscenti turntable - SME cutout - needs service £200 
Eastern Electric Mini-Max - super cute hne pm-amp with valve rectification 
and hard wiring - lovely. New and boxed £500 £800 
Border Patrol 300B SE - ash - 8 watt purist power amp - boxed - a steal £2250 £4500 

SJS Phono Stage - 2 box, hard wired with choke input power supply. Rare 
and very good Moving magnet input. £1000 

Epos 5530 loudspeaker - substantial floorstander in good order - slight mark £800 
Cardas Neutral Reference 2.5m speaker cable with spade term - new £500 £775 

Cordes Neutral Reference 1m interconnect - new £300 £500 
Audio Innovations L1 Pre - great starter pre-amplifier - v. respectable £250 

emegp 
Border Border 

The BorderPatrol P20 

'One of the best music appreciation devices 
available.' 
Jason Kennedy Hi-Fi Choice Summer 2002, 
EDITORS CHOICE 

Full details on the P20 and other BorderPatrol 
amplifiers and power supplies can be found on line 
at www.borderpatrol.net 

Tel/fax 00 44 (0) 1242 717171 
e-mail bp@borderpatrol.net 
www.borderpatrol.net 

Border PCJQPCA Tel: 0115 973 3222 Fax: 0115 973 3666 
internet: www.definitiveaudio.co.uk email: shoutedefinitiveaudio.co.uk 
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group test 

coughs and valve seating that the 

FMJ33 had so carefully revealed. 

Equally, the brass sounded just as 

bold and upfront within the 

soundstage.When the music became 

more complex, however, then the 

differences became apparent, 

although not by as big a margin 

as you might expect. By the 

standards of the FMJ, the CD73 

did just sound a little 

dynamically compressed. It was 

more restrained, and also a 

little more confused with its 

dealings of a full orchestra.Yet, 

what was retained was the 

smooth, fluid flow that made 

both machines highly beguiling 

to listen to. 

CONCLUSION 
In isolation, the Arcam CD73 

remains one of my favourite 

sub-£500 CD players. It has 

control, insight and accurate 

timbre that are rare at the 

price. Furthermore, it manages 

to combine all this with a great 

sense of refinement and poise, 

which makes it such an 

appealing player over the 

course of extended listening. 

The only sonic niggle that could 

be levelled against it is that it is 

not, perhaps, the most exciting 

or forthright of players - arch 

rival Marantz still does this 

better.Yet, as an all round 

package, the Arcam looks, feels 

and sounds ahead of the game. 

The FMJ33 isn't as ahead of 

the game in the £ 1,000-£1,500 

price sector, but is an 

impressive player nonetheless. It 

features all that's good about 

the CD73, but adds a great deal 

more.Timing is far snappier, and 

the bass has greater attack and 

punch. Extra detail is revealed, 

but this doesn't come at the 

expense of fluidity or 

refinement. In short, the FMJ33 

has even greater control over 

the music than the otherwise 

none too shabby CD73. 

And so for the key 

question of whether the FM)33 

is worth the extra £900? 

Objectively, the answer has to 

be an emphatic no.The fact that 

there are no obvious aesthetic, 

finish or feature improvements 

will be enough to satisfy many 

that the extra cost simply isn't 

justified.That said, they may 

change their mind when it 

comes to a listen.The FMJ33 is 

without doubt a better player - 

and with a high resolution, high 

quality hi-fi, those differences 

are going to become more apparent 

still... 

As a 'final' CD player, I'd be 

sorely tempted to take out a 0% 

introductory rate credit card and 

splash out on the FM)33. If however, 

you simply can't afford or justify it, 

then the CD73 will still make a 

superb choice. One word of warning, 

though. If you do decide to go for 

the CD73, then just make sure you 

never listen to a FMJ33! 

MEASURED PERFORMANCE 
ARCAM CD73 CD 
Arcam's CD73 has the small top-end 
roll-off in output common to Arum CD 
players and there's a small downward 
response tread across the audio band 
too. Together they should ensure the 
CD73 sounds full bodied and free from 
sharpness. 

Distortion levels were very law 
throughout tue player's dynamic range, 

an especially good figure at -60dB 
contributing much toward the 

exceptional EIAJ dynamic ange value 
of 112dB. Output was healthy at 2.28V 
and residual random jitter virtually 

absent, the rando.-n noise floor being 
less than 20pS. Signal related 
components were 80pS max. 

The CD73 measured very well, 
producing excellent results in all areas. 
Expect a clean, smooth and full bodied 

seund. NK 

Frequency response 
D:stortion OdB 
-6dB 
-60dB 
-80 
Separation 

20kHz 

4Hz -21Hz 
0.0008 
0.001 

0. 

-117 

-92 

Noise (IEC A) 
Dynamic range 
Output 

-10918 
-112dB 

2.20 

62 frequency (Hz) 25k 

Distortion 
0.03. 

thd 

(%) 

0.02. 

rholie s 

0 1k frecuency (Hz) 21k 

MEASURED PERFORMANCE 
ARCAM FMJ CD33 CD 
The CD33 returns an almost ruler flat 
frequency response under impulse 
tests, without the usual downturn seen 
in Arcam players like the CD73. It will 
likely have a bri)hter sound, perhaps 
seemingly more detailed. Response 
limits were much the same as the 

CD73. 
Distortion levels were low, 

reaching a minimum of 0.0005% at - 
6dB. With good results at -60dB and 
with dithered noise at -80dB the CD33 
is linear throuçhout its (Anemic range. 
Noise levels were slight)y lower than 
those of the CD73 our distortion 

analysis shows. The CD33 also 
produces almost nc random jitter and 
little signal reted jitter: it is very clean 

in this respect, better than most. 
The CD33 gives superb measured 

results in all areas. It will sound 

brighter and likely more open than the 

CD73. 

Frequency response 4Hz - 21kHz 

Distortion 
OdB 
-6dB 
-60dB 
-80 

0.0015% 
0.0005% 

0.22% 
4.2% 

Separat:on 
lkHz 
20kHz 
Noise (IEC A) 
Dynamic range 

Output 

-1I4dB 
-110dB 
-il 6dB 
111dB 

2.175V 

remnant. 

level 

(dB) 

+0.5 

O 

-0.5 

62 frequency (Hz) 25k 

VERDICT ••••£ 
ARCAM CD73 
One of the very best players at its price, 

this offers so much refinement for so 
little. Brilliant value for money. 

FOR 

- Fine finish 

- Balanced sound quality 

- Value 

AGAINST 

- Dulled timing 

- Bland remote 

VERDICT •••• 
ARCAM FMJ CD33 
Dramatically superior sonics to its 

cheaper stablemate, but this fine 
machine isn't quite as bright a star of its 
class. 

FOR 

- Timing and control 

- Refinement 

- 5-year warranty 

AGAINST 

- Tough competition 

- Others are better finished 

- Warranty excludes laser! 

ARCAM 

C + 44 ( 0) 1223 203203 

www.arcam.co.uk 
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Whereas Arcam has always gone for a sensible balance of features, 
value and sound, Naim Audio has traditionally biased its output 

towards the high end audiophile market. Where then does that leave its 
entry-level £699 Nait 5i integrated amplifier against the new middle of 

the range £4,000 NAC282/ NAP200 pre-power? David Price finds out. 

0
 kay, so we now know 
that - in this experiment 

at least - Arcam has 

proved itself to be most 

accomplished at the bud-

get end of the serious hi-

fi CD spinner market, What then of 

Naim Audio, which comes to 'afford-

able' audio from a quite different 

start point? Back when they both 

launched in the mid-seventies, the 

only thing that the Huntingdon and 

Salisbury companies shared was the 

use of DIN plugs... 

Despite being a 'mid price' design 

back then, the I 976 A&R A60 cost 

one fifth of Naim's top NAC32/ 

NAP250 pre-power.Then in 1984, 

the company sold out (according to 

some aficionados) by sullying itself in 

the murky waters of 'cheap' hi-fi with 

the NAIT integrated, which was a 

snip at £250 - pure Arcam territory. 

Interestingly though, the original 

NAIT was beautifully engineered.This 

was immediately apparent if you 

bothered to either open up the 

casing or switch it on and play music, 

despite it looking like a late seventies 

'speaker switching box from 

Maplins... 

These days, Naim Audio has a far 

less quirky model range.The sad 

passing of its charismatic founder 

Julian Vereker, and his replacement 

with erstwhile sales manager Paul 

Stephenson, has seen a rationalisation 

of the brand, with attention turned 

to what many (rightly) regarded as 

disincentives (or deterrents) to 

buying into the marque.The upshot 

has been dramatically improved 

styling, perceived build quality, 

flexibility/ functionality, the ending of 

the DIN hegemony (the UK 

specialist hi-fi equivalent of the 

demise of China's Maoist Cultural 

Revolution) and the subtle re-voicing 

of the products to make them a little 

easier to live with. 

The f699 Nait Si epitomises 

Naim's 'traditional values in a 

modern setting' thinking. I lived with 

a Nait 3 back in 1995 for almost a 

year, and found it a brilliant musical 

companion, but was disappointed by 

its plasticky construction, poor 

volume potentiometer (at low 

volumes, the left channel was louder 

than the right) and those 'frigging' 

DIN sockets - not ideal for a hi-fi 

reviewer! The 5i shows how far the 

company has come: its 

70x432x30 I mm diecast zinc 

casework uses aluminium extrusions 

and covers to produce a rigid and 

resonance-free case, protecting the 

sensitive internal components from 

the degrading effect of microphonic 

vibration. 

Inside, microprocessor 

controlled protection circuits 

abound.These days, input switching 

and volume control is of the highest 

order, borrowed from the recently 

introduced Classic series while the 

programmable unity-gain input allows 

seamless integration into even very 

high quality surround sound and 

audio-visual systems.The supplied 

iCOM remote control handset 

provides easy operation from the 

armchair, and there are even 

(whisper it softly) two pairs of RCA 

phono sockets on the rear panel. 

Back in 1984, the original NAIT was 

so underpowered that it made a pair 

of Quad II valve amplifiers seem 

NAIM NAIT 5i 

positively Krell-like. ( It had great 

current drive, but some speakers 

need plain old unreconstructed 

watts.) Now, the Nait Si boasts a 

useful 50W RMS per channel 

(quoted - see MEASURED 

PERFORMANCE). 

At £4,000, the NAC282/ 

NAP200 pre-power costs nearly six 

times the price of the Nait Si. 

Considering the integrated's 

redoubtable build, spec, svelte styling 

and brilliant ergonomics, it faces an 

uphill struggle to justify its price. 

Interestingly, where Arcam. Sony and 

almost every other manufacturer I 

can think of these days loads its 

budget models with every feature 

under the sun, Naim actually adds 

features to its higher end products. 

The NAC282 is middle way up 

the company's preamplifier range 

(the NAC552 heads it, the 252 

follows, then the 282 reviewed here, 

then the 202, then the I I 2x). It 

features a taller version of the Nait 

5's casing ((87x432x314mm) with a 

row of no less than sixteen buttons, 

offering full play and record switching 

for six sources.The box looks, as per 

the Nait 5, brilliant. Many reviewers 

have complimented the company on 

its refusal to follow fashion and 

establish its own visual design 

language. Discrete and purposeful in 

black with subtle green backlighting 

to the fascia, it looks like no other 

gear on the market. 

Although the extra money buys 

you a few extra buttons and some 

additional metalwork, the real deal is 

what you get inside - which is a far 

better specified and dramatically 

more flexible. Low resonance circuit 

boards and anti-vibration feet 

maximise isolation. Carefully matched 

precision rotary potentiometers with 

precious metal wipers are used to 

ensure long-term stability. It has a 

silent microprocessor that sleeps 

during listening and controls all 

aspects of the amplifier, including 

optical protection circuits that 

NAIM NAIT 51 
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continuously monitor the power 

supplies ensuring safe shut down in 

the event of a power cut and a user-

configurable 'Smart IR' remote 

control, Two of the six inputs can be 

configured either as the usual DIN 

plug inputs, preferred by Naim for 

their superior earthing and 

impedance matching, or for use with 

the more common RCA phono 

connectors.The included NAPSC 

independently powers the digital and 

control circuits while the audio 

circuits are fed either from a NAP 

150 or NAP200 amplifier or from a 

stand-alone power supply such as the 

naim Hi-Cap or Super-Cap. 

The NAP200 is forth down the 

rung from Naim's top NAP500 

power amplifier, but one above the 

entry level NAP I 50x. Essentially. it's 

the company's basic 'big' amp, with 

the full size case, 70W RMS per 

channel (quoted - see MEASURED 

PERFORMANCE), and features that 

are used right up the range.This 

means a new circuit design with 

improved earthing arrangements built 

on an anti-resonance main audio 

circuit board, resonance-controlling 

feet, a new 430 VA toroidal 

transformer (providing more than 

300 VA of transient power). Separate 

windings provide dedicated left and 

right channel rectified supplies with 

two smoothing capacitors per 

channel, and there's a separate 

winding providing a pre-amplifier 

power supply for the NAC282 (or 

others). 

The question of the use (or non-

use) of 'audiophile componentry' is 

interestingly answered by Paul 

Stephenson.While other companies 

list the various Black Gates, Elna 

Cerafines, etc., used in their high end 

stuff much like a shopping list, Naim's 

MD is more circumspect. 

"If we can save money anywhere 

and put the value into the circuitry 

or manufacturing procedure we will. 

Over the years we have tried 

hundreds of components and have 

found some that work best, either 

for sound or specification, in or 

circuits. Many of the parts that work 

best for us are not "audiophile" parts 

and we can afford to put them in all 

products across our range so we 

don't have to confront these trade-

off decisions.That said, there are 

some very expensive parts that we 

NAC282/ NAP200 
can only afford to put into our top 

of the range products... It does not 

always follow that an expensive parts 

is always better in terms of 

performance in fact we have found in 

many cases the opposite has been 

true...We consider the influence of 

materials as part of our electronic 

and mechanical design process.The 

obvious ones are: the use of non-

magnetic parts in sensitive areas; 

aluminium extrusions for their 

superb thermal and non-magnetic 

capabilities; skin effect on cabling; 

steel and glass used in our Fraim 

parts and the balancing of wood 

veneers in loudspeaker design. 

Materials such as carbon fibre 

composites do have some special 

properties but, so far, we have been 

able to achieve similar or better 

results when using more conven-

tional, and far more cost effective, 

materials." 

THE LISTENING 
The Nait Si is superb - in isolation, 

or against any of its price rivals - 

because it brings hitherto unknown 

levels of grip and insight into the sub 

£800 sector. After you've listened to 

the best from Arcam, MF, Roksan and 

NAD, then it's a revelation in terms 

of speed, rhythms, dynamics and grip. 

ft's all down to that bass, which 

starts and stops more adroitly than 

all its price rivals. It's much more on-

off - much less slow start, slow stop. 

This, along with its articulation (an 

ability to communicate not just 

temporal information, but dynamic 

accenting too), makes it uniquely 

placed to seize 

a musical 

performance by 

the scruff of the 

neck and ' nail it'. 

The 

midband of the 

Nam Si is also 

pretty special, but here it's less night 

and day against its rivals. Roksan's 

Caspian M-Series I Integrated 

(although a tad pricier at £ 1,195) 

presents an extremely expansive and 

deep soundstage, with well defined 

stereo imaging and great depth 

perspective. It's fast too, with a fine 

degree of detail and a fair degree of 

textural detailing. Musical Fioelity's X-

150 is much like this, but with a tad 

less scale but a little more insight 

into the tonal colouring within the 

music.The Nait, by comparison, has 

quite poor tonal contrasting - 

irrespective of whether the 

recording was done on a two track 

valve tape recorder in 1962, or a 

multi-track digital desk in 1992, it 

sounds pretty much the same. The 

Naim simply looks away from this 

aspect of the music, preferring to 

'strain at the leash' in its enthusiasm 

to convey the rhythms and dynamics. 

Still, it's not bright, forward or 

ascerbic in the way that previous 

incarnations of this integrated could 

be. in this sense, it's the most 

listener-friendly amp Nairn has yet 

made. 

Overall then, the Nair Si is most 

accomplished at what it does. Why 

then spend six times this much on 

the NAC282/ NAP200 • if the Nait 

Si is so good? Well, consider first the 

Nait 5i's superlative bass 

performance. Put the 

NAC282/NAP200 on for ten 

seconds, and this suddenly sounds 

distinctly lacklustre. It's slow, 

overhung, indistinct, non-committal, 

indifferent - much as many of the 

Nait's price rivals sound in 

comparison to it. Of course. 

nothing's changed. except we're now 

hearing one of the best bass players 

in the business - a high end Naim 

pre-power. Even against amplifiers at 

five times its not inconsiderable 

price, it can hold its own - which is 

NAC282/ NAP200 
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Part Exchange and Interest Free Credit at Ki West One 

FEATURED SYSTEM 

UNICO CD Plyr 

UNICO Amplifier 

SONUS Concerto Spkrs 

Normal System Price 

TRADE-IN or DEPOSIT £600.00 

Balance to pay £2399.00 

£1175.00 

£825.00 

£999.00 

£2999.00 

36 installments o just £66.64 

Italian craftsmanship and technological 
excellence have created a giant-killing 
combination in the multi-award winning 
Unico CD player and 70wpc amplifier. 
Sonus faber's beautiful Concerto's always 
come alive in such illustrious company 
whatever your preferred style of music, mak-
ing this one of our most popular systems. 

FINANCE SUBJECT TO STATUS; WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST. 
FINAL VALUATION OF TRADE-IN EQUIPMENT MAY BE SUBJECT TO 
SIGHT& TEST. TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. 

HIGH-END HOME DEMONSTRATIONS BY 
APPOINTMENT. PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS 

It's so easy to own a great 
sound system when you choose 
at ig West One. 

Right now we're offering a rare 

combination of facilities to make it 
easier for you to up-grade to your 

dream system. 

Take a look at our part-exchange 

offers, and remember, these are our 

SYSTEM 1 ***** 

ARCAM CD 73 CD Plyr 

NAD C302BEE Amplifie 

QUAD 11 Speakers 

Normal System Price 

TRADE-IN or DEPOSIT 

Balance to pay 

36 installments of just 

£399.00 

£219.00 

£379.00 

£997.00 

minimum, guaranteed allowances* 

for all types of genuine hi-fi systems 

in excellent, working condition, so 

it's possible that your system could 

be worth even more. We'll be happy 

to consider individual items as well 

... it will cost you nothing to find out! 

Then, if you decide to choose our 

lnteresi Free Credit* option you could 

SYSTEM 2 * * * * * 

CYRUS 6 CD Player 

ROKSAN Caspian Amp 

DYNAUDIO 42 Spkrs 

Normal System Price 

£599.00 

£999.00 

£399.00 

£1997.00 

£200.00 TRADE-IN or DEPOSIT £400.00 

£779.00 Balance to pay £1579.00 

£21.64 

SYSTEM 5 ***** 

SHANLING CDT- 100 

PATHOS Classic 1 Amp 

SPENDOR 56E Speaker 

Normal System Price 

£1649.00 

£1325.00 

£1499.00 

£4473.00 

TRADE-IN or DEPOSIT £895.00 

Balance to pay £3578.00 

36 installments of just £99.39 

SYSTEM 8 * * * * * * * 

KRILL SACD Standard 

AUDIO RESEARCH V5155 

WILSON BENESCH Curve 

Normal System Price 

TRADE-IN or DEPOSIT 

Balance to pay 

36 installments of lust 

£4249.00 

£2899.00 

£4999.00 

£12,147.00 

36 installments of just £43.87 

SYSTEM 6 ****** 

MERIDIAN GO8 CD Ply 

COPLAND CSA29 Amp 

Nomad System Price 

£2249.00 

£1899.00 

£5947.00 

TRADE-IN or DEPOSIT £ 1190.00 

Balance to pay £4757.00 

36 installments of just £132.14 

SYSTEM 9 * * * * *** 

WADIA 301 CD Plyr 

T+A V10 Amplifier 

SONUS FABER Cremona 

Normal System Price 

£3649.00 

£3995.00 

£4999.00 

£12,643.00 

soon be enjoying your favourite music 

as you've never heard it before. 

This exceptional offer is available 

through all of our branches but, 

please don't delay, there has to be a 

limit to the amount of trade-in stock 

we can accept so we reserve the right 

to end this promotion without prior 

notice. Call now for a valuation. 

SYSTEM 4 

LINN Genki CD Player 

LINN Kolektor/LK 85 

LINN Ninka Speakers 

Normal System Price 

£1099.00 

£1119.00 

£1099.00 

£3317.00 

TRADE-IN or DEPOSIT £667.00 

Balance to pay £2650.00 

36 installments of just £73.61 

SYSTEM 7 ****** 

AUDIONET ART V2 CD 

KRELL KAV400xi Amp 

SONUS FABER Auditor 

Normal System Price 

£2299.00 

£2699.00 

£2548.00 

£7546.00 

TRADE-IN or DEPOSIT £1510.00 

Balance to pay £6036.00 

36 Instalments of just £167.67 

SYSTEM 10 ** * ** ** 

AUDIO RESEARCH CD3 

McINT0511C2200/MC2102 

TIN LOGAN Odyssey 

Normal System Price 

£5189.00 

£10,999.00 

£6798.00 

£22,986.00 

£2427.00 TRADE-IN or DEPOSIT £2643.00 TRADE-IN or DEPOSIT £4586.00 

£9720.00 Balance to pay £10,000.00 Balance to pay £18,400.00 

£270.00 36 installments of just 

west /1J One 

The Weld's Finest 

Sound & Vision S'ystenzs 

£277.78 36 installments of just £511.10 

KJ W EST ONE 
26 NEW CAVENDISH STREET 

LONDON Wi G 8TY 

Tel: 020 7486 8262/3 

NORTHAMPTON 
(01604) 637871 

PETERBOROUGH 
(01733) 341755 

www.kjwestone.com 
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no small thing. It is vice-like. It 

doesn't just pump out low 

frequencies, but wrestles each and 

every note into the loudspeaker with 

an iron fist. It is relentless, 

unflappable, utterly conscientious in 

ensuring that every note is amplified 

with equal rigour. 

This sets the tone for what's in 

store further up the frequency range. 

Of course, its meticulous and precise 

nature makes a direct line for what it 

so obviously excels with - drums. 

Snares, rim shots, cymbals and 

tambourines all have an almost 

supernatural speed.Transients on 

drum and bass epics like Goldie's 

'Inner City Life' are breathtaking. as is 

the way this combo manages to 

weave such intricate rhythms 

into one another with 

consummate ease. It performs 

the artful trick of being 

blisteringly fast while never 

even breaking into a sweat. It 

makes everything look so easy. 

Switch across to any price rival 

and it somehow seems to be 

straining, keeping up but at the 

same time gasping for breath. 

The other dramatic 

difference is soundstaging.The 

Nait Si has a commendable try 

at trying to throw out a wide 

and deep recorded acoustic - 

but it's close, but no cigar. 

Switch to the NAC282/ 

NAP200 and suddenly you're in 

three dimensions, and there's 

terrific image precision within. 

No vague notions of where the 

second guitarist might be on 

The Byrds"Eight Miles High' 

we know exactly where he is, 

something he himself never 

did... Instead of music that 

swings, Miles Davis' So What' 

becomes a brilliantly recorded 

acoustic, bristling with ambient 

detailing, all carried with pin-

point precision. 

What then of that famous 

Naim bugbear - the notorious 

'brightly lit' midband? Well, it's 

certainly not as dim as with 

many rivals (indeed it's still 

night and day compared to any 

tube amp), but nor does it 

dazzle and - therefore - 

distract. Kate Bush's 'Moving'. 

true torture for any hi-fi 

separate with tendencies 

towards harshness, reveals itself 

as a brilliantly vibrant recording 

with that amazing, soaring, 

plaintive voice towering in front 

of the loudspeakers. Moreover, 

whereas the Nait carries it well, 

giving you real insight into the 

sombre mood of the song, the 

pre-power drags you through 

extremes of emotion with her 

voice's every modulation. Each 

nuance of her phrasing is thunder - it 

hits at your heartstrings in a way that 

only seeing her live, from close up, 

would surely have done... 

The NAC282/ NAP200 is a 

formidable performer, one that 

mesmerises, entrances and shocks 

the listener. It's one of those rare 

things in hi-fi that makes you wonder 

why no one told you music could 

sound this good before. It's very 

expensive, yes, but it lands a 

knockout blow over the Nait Si on 

the first beat of the first bar - you 

really can tell the difference so 

starkly. Downsides? You'll probably 

spend the next ten years re-

organising the rest of your system to 

get round what you perceive to be 

its weaknesses (lack of absolute, gut-

wrenching power, slightly perfunctory 

take on a recording's tonal colour - 

although it is texturally excellent). 

And you'll be sitting there wondering 

if it really is worth remortgaging 

your house for a HI-CAP and/or 

NAP500 and/or CDS3 (... it is). Still, 

even after being pinned to your seat 

for an evening by it, you can't help 

thinking the Nait Si is amazing at the 

price... 

MEASURED PERFORMANCE 
The NAIT 5i 
The NAIT 5i produces a solid 60watts 
into 8ohms, good enough for most 
circumstances unless you want to go 
really loud. Naims always have good 

power supply regulation, allowing them 
to nearly double power into a low load 
and in this area the NAT5i did 
predictably well, developing 100watts 
into 4ohms. Since most bass units 
these days are 4ohms this amounts to 

the power you get in practice, which is 
a lot. 

Distortion levels were negligible at 
all powers and frequencies, the worst-
case value being just 0.01% at 10kHz 
near to full output - a grueling test, but 

a fine result. This amplifier has enough 
sensitivity to work with a majority of 

sources, including low output tuners 
and cassette decks, so it matches well. 

The NAT 5i is a solid performer that 

measures to the best current standards. 

It's ' stiff' power supply will likely give 
solid bass in true Naim style. NK 

Power 
CD/tuner/aux. 
Frequency response 
Separation 
Noise 
Distortion 
Sensitivity 
dc offset 

60watts 

5Hz-52kHz 
88dB 
-98d8 

0.005% 
270mV 

2/3 

Distortion 
0.1 

level 

0.05 

10k frequency (Hz) IDUk 

MEASURED PERFORMANCE 
NAP200/NAC282 
The NAP200 power amplifier produces 
72W into 8ohms and 115W into 4ohms. 

Since loudspeakers these days are 
around 6ohms nominal and 4ohms at 
low frequencies expect around the 
higher figure to be available in practice. 
The good regulation of Naims gives 
them more power output than conven-

tional specs would suggest. 
Distortion was ver y well 

suppressed at all frequencies and 
power levels. The pattern of harmonics 
was also quite steady and performance 
did not deteriorate into 4ohms, as is the 
case with most amps. So the NAP200 
is quite steady in its characteristics 
even under widely changing conditions. 

As usual with Naim amps input 
sensitivity was very high at 78mV for 
full output, so volume will rise quickly 
as the volume control knob is turned up 
from zero. The NAP200/NAC282 will 
accommodate all sources though, even 

those with miniscule output. 

Frequency response was band 
limited to 22kHz, again in line with 

Naim's design philosophy. 
The NAP200/NAC282 combo 

measured well. They are distinctive in 

behaviour. NK 

Power 
CD/tuner/aux. 
Frequency response 

Separation 
Noise 
Distortion 
Sensitivity 
dc offset 

72watts 

9Hz-22kHz 
118dB 
-85dB 

0.003% 
78mV 

15/9mV 

10k frequency (Hz) 

VERDICT ••••• 
NAIM NAIT 5i 
The most musically, ergonomically and 
aesthetically capable amplifier at the 
price - and pretty impressive in most 
other respects, too... 

FOR 

- Rhythm and drive 

- Dynamic control 

- Iconic, understated styling 

AGAINST 

- Sound not the smoothest 

- Doesn't suit all systems 

[- Limited inputs 

VERDICT ••••• 
NAIM NAC282/NAP200 
A brilliantly engaging musical performer 
with Swiss-watch precision and control. 
Superlative styling, build and flexibility 
complete the package. 

FOR 

- Rhythm and drive 

- Dynamic control 

- Iconic, understated styling 

AGAINST 

- restricted tonal palette 

- err, that's it.. 

Naim Audio Ltd. 

,C + 44 ( 0) 1722 3322 332266 

www.naim-audio.com 
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CHORUS 726S 

foca 
Focal-JM Lab offers competitive products in almost 

every sector of the loudspeaker market. Noel Keywood 
puts one of its mainstream floorstanders, the £800 

Chorus 7265 against the altogether more esoteric 
£4,000 Micro Utopia Be, with interesting results... 

s hi-fi gets 

A ' 

' more expen-

sive, so it gets 

ever more 

individual and 

diosyncratic. 

Top end products are 

often labours of love and 

dedication to a belief that 

may or may not be com-

mercial, according to 

whether others are likely 

to share such a belief - 

and whether they can be 

reached, Whilst the mid-

dle market is reasonably 

sure of what it wants, or 

is at least stabilised by 

convention, at the top 

anything goes.The out-

come is always ' interest-

ing', but whether it is 

right, impressive or even 

acceptable depends upon 

taste. It's at the high end 

that products start to dif-

fer drastically form one 

another in sound quality 

and nowhere is this more 

true than with loudspeak-

ers... 

The two models 

from French loudspeaker 

manufacturer Focal 

demonstrate this point 

easily enough in their 

differing sizes: you pay 

most for the least, or so 

it appears.The 

standmounting Micro 

Utopia Be costs a cool 

£4,000, whilst the large, 

driver studded Chorus 

726S costs just one fifth 

of this, £800. Even at 

£4,000 the Micro Utopia 

is so called because it is a 

cut down version of 

Focal's Grand Utopia. 

Here two three-way 

loudspeakers are in effect combined 

around a shared central tweeter, 

D'Appollito style.They are staggered 

to keep their radiating centres on 

roughly the same vertical plane.An 

arrangement like this is reasonably 

time coherent but multiple radiating 

centres make for a large image 

lacking focus. Size wise, this sounds 

impressive and there are no end of 

multiple driver loudspeakers out 

there that look good, deliver a big 

sound and sell well. But the precision 

and focus of a true point source isn't 

there, listening tests show. 

Some swear that stereo imaging 

isn't important though, whilst others 

couldn't much care. Imaging is 

perhaps one of the more abstruse 

properties of loudspeakers as far as 

many listeners are concerned.They 

may well feel that rhythmic 

properties are far more important, 

an area where the Utopias excel, 

although these properties are not 

mutually exclusive. 

The Micro Utopia is a cut down 

version of the Grande Utopia. It has 

the same Beryllium dome tweeter, of 

which Focal are very proud. Focal 
claim Beryllium is superior to 

aluminium or titanium as a dome 

material, being lighter, stiffer and 

better damped. In a conventional 

motor driven tweeter like this 

though the voice coil constitutes 

much of the moving mass, All the 

same, Focal's tweeter measures well 

in response terms, looking almost as 

smooth as a good ribbon, like Elac's 

JET. 

Beneath this inverted dome 

tweeter lies a I65mm midrange unit, 

with a Power Flower (!) magnet 

assembly and an interestingly neutral 

sounding cone when tapped.The 

cone material is a sandwich, Focal 

say, of foam between layers of glass 

tissue, The thickness of foam 

determines the amount of damping.A 

CHORUS 726S 

whole variety of materials are being 

used for cones at present and most 

sound pretty good up to a point; 

really stiff materials can break up 

quite badly at high levels, introducing 

hardness and muddle as volume is 

turned up.The art is to combine 

good low level clarity with a sound 

that remains clean and unfatiging at 

high volume. 

Despite its price, the Micro 

Utopia is the baby of Focal's Utopia 

Be range. Above it lie four models, 

the Diva,Alto, Nova and Grand 

Utopia. So it will possess limitations 

and in use I found the Micro Utopia 

light in bass delivery, as measurement 

suggested. But this is a clean 

sounding speaker with a superbly 

cohesive sound that is nothing other 

than a model of tightness and control 

right across the audio band.The 

presence of deep bass would slow 

things down a bit, although a bit 

more weight behind bass lines on 

B.B. King's ' Riding With The King' 

wouldn't have gone amiss. But with 

vocals emerging from such a conspic-

uously clean and clear background, 

accompanied by no added tonal 

colour or temporal smear, I was 

impressed by just how vividly lucid 

these speakers are. 

It wasn't a contrivance either; 

where CD could sound quite bland, 

DVD-A was suffused with detail and I 

found its use almost obligatory to 

hear what the Micro Utopias were 

really capable of. No doubt they have 

a good motor and cone assembly in 

the I65mm bass/mid driver. Coupled 

to a Denon DVD-2900 via a Naim 

NAC282 and NAP200 these 

speakers at times were startlingly 

fast. But they could also teeter on 

the far edge of easy listening.With 

Toy Matinee's 'Turn It On Salvador' 

both the T and S left this speaker like 

bullets from a gun. From a clean DSD 

recording on SACD the strings of a 
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plucked harp were conveyed with a 

startling crack, from a background 

that was quite obviously of deeper 

purity than usual - and whilst things 

were kept simple the Micro Utopias 

held together and excelled. Just as 

Focal claim, they sound coherent - 

with some reservations about 

tweeter character - and super clear. 

Vocals were balanced, natural and 

free from colour, transients had real 

bite and treble was smooth and 

finely detailed. However, the tweeter 

could get hard at times and it had a 

rather cold tonality that wasn't 

endearing. 

The Micro Utopias worked well 

with a 300B valve amplifier, whose 

fatter bass gave the sound greater 

body.The supremely fluid sound from 

the valve amp helped counter the 

tweeter's slightly hard nature, whilst 

also emphasising the extreme 

neutrality of the Micro Utopias 

midband, as well as its superb detail 

retrieval.Ashkenazy's piano was 

nicely lit in Beethoven's Moonlight 

Sonata, having a solidity and clarity 

that highlighted his playing. Strings 

were equally well lit and perfectly 

clear.With classical works this was a 

neat combination, but not an 

inexpensive one either! 

Stereo images were tidy enough 

and quite well defined, if not as 

focussed as might be hoped at the 

price. Because the Utopias are 

revealingly clear though, they'll need 

the considerable abilities of a Naim 

or similar amplifier. At times I found 

complex performances became hard 

on my ear at high volume too. The 

Micro Utopias are not the easiest 

listen at high levels;1 suspect you are 

meant to move up a model or two 

for this. Small bass units often 

struggle as volume is turned up, no 

matter what the loudspeaker. All the 

same, in spite of some blemishes the 

Micro Utopias are hard to beat for 

the sheer clarity and cleanliness of 

their presentation - and that's what 

you pay for. 

Moving to the more affordable 

Chorus range, and this is where 

technology gets balanced against cost 

constraints and has to face up to 

market conditions. One of the 

simplest is one that KEF have found 

to be a problem with Uni-Q - drive 

unit count. So where Focal's Micro 

Utopia possesses just two drive 

units, the far cheaper 726S looks 

altogether more impressive. Standing 

1000mm high, it houses two I65mm 

Polyglass bass units, a I 65mm 

Polyglass midrange with parasitic dust 

cap, and atop the array an inverted 

dome tweeter of 

Beryllium/aluminium alloy.The two 

bass units work in parallel and are 

loaded by a reflex cabinet with front 

port.With a neat industrial grey 

finish, chrome hex fixing bolts and 

classic cabinet proportions that 

manage to combine size with a 

reasonable degree of elegance, the 

726S looks well balanced. 

Following convention, the 726S 

uses twin bass units to gain cone 

area for good electrical and acoustic 

power handling.Twin bass drivers 

reduce the likelihood of burn out 

and keep bass distortion (doubling) 

within check at high volumes. Better 

still a big speaker like this is sensitive; 

we measured 91 dB from one watt of 

input and Focal claim 91.5dB - nearly 

identical. It's a lot of sound from just 

one watt. Good efficiency from 

Focal's own in-house manufactured 

drivers doubtless contributes toward 

this.With a quoted maximum power 

handling of 150W, compared to the 

Micro Utopia's 100W, the 726S 

needs less power to go loud and it 

can go louder too. Since the 

footprint is much the same as that of 

the Micro Utopia's stands, it occupies 

the same amount of floor space. 

The differences between the two 

are, as Focal explain it, that the 726S 

uses a less expensive cone material 

than the Utopia range, plus a simpler 

magnet and motor assembly.The 

tweeter is less exotic too, they say. 

All of which suggests the 726s won't 

sound as clear and uncoloured as the 

Micro Utopia, nor have such good 

treble. Not stated are the usual 

norms that a large cabinet does not 

image as well as a small one, but in 

its favour it usually produces more 

bass, needs less 

power and can 

go louder. So 

how does a 

conventional 

arrangement 

like we see in 

the real-world 

726S stack up 

against the 

super-fi Micro 

Utopia? Is it 

much worse; 

is it even five 

times worse 

- in line 

with the price 

difference? 

Perhaps you 

wouldn't use a f4k 

Naim amplifier with a 

726S in real life, but I 

had to keep the playing 

field even, And a Nairn is 

best used with a 

loudspeaker of good 

resolution to best 

appreciate its owr 

unique strengths.The big 

Focals were happy with 

this, producing nicely 

controlled, bass with a 

slight grumble to it.That 

they are both accurate 

and composed under 

pressure was evident 

from their handling of 

Christina 

Aquilera's 

'Can't 

Hold Us 

Down'. It was 

an assault by fast dynamics, from the 

stabbing bass line through to 

Aguilera's challenging vocals. 

Everything was there, in perfect 

balance, unleashed without constraint 

from the Nairn. In many senses this 

was the best I've heard the track. 

The 726S exchange bass depth 

for control.; that they cut off at 40Hz 

is aurally obvious. Otherwise they 

play a bass tune like few others, 

albeit with a bit of grumbie and some 

box boof.This would probably be 

less obvious if the port was on the 

rear, as it normally is on big cabs, for 

exactly this reason. 

The tweeter has a little bit more 

edge than that of the Micro Utopia 

and is quite prominent subjectively. 

But that's the way Focals are.They 

are also very revealing and there was 

much of the Micro Utopias forensic 

analysis to be heard in the 726S. It 

has a slightly darker sounding 

midrange and the boof of the box is 

ever present but I could not help but 

be impressed by the tidiness, 

accuracy, composure and high degree 

MICRO 

MICRO UTOPIA Be 
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For over 175 years Bdsendorfer has 

been building high quality grand pianos. 

The latest generation of Bbsendorfer 



group test 

of revelation from this speaker.The 

strike of plectrum against string on 

'Key to the Highway' was vivid. Eric 

Clapton's vocals sprang clearly from 

left stage and B.B. King's gravelly 

tones followed from right. Both 

sounded full in voice, clear and 

convincingly presented from this 

24/88.1 DVD-A.The 726S gives 

a good flavour of what the 

Micro Utopia achieves in terms 

of clarity, dynamism and 

trueness of tone. It has a 

slightly darker sound across the 

midrange, and is a bit more 

damped.The tweeter has real 

bite, arguably a little too much, 

but it is a tenacious performer, 

not shrinking from the task of 

delivery. Whilst strings of the 

Berliner Staatskapelle were 

delightfully clear and 

unmuddled, dancing quickly 

back and forth, they did at 

times have a conspicuously 

metallic sheen. Orchestra also 

got the box going a bit too, the 

boof becoming a little irritating 

at times. 

Imaging was larger and 

more diffuse than that of the 

Micro Utopia, but the sound 

stage was a generous one. 

Whilst the 726S was less tidy 

and cohesive than the smaller 

Micro Utopia, and less 

projective and clear too, it was 

very obviously better balanced 

in its bass delivery and by any 

standards has smooth bass that 

is tuneful.With a little less box 

boof and a smoothing of 

tweeter output this speaker 

would be quite a challenge to 

products from KEF and Mission. 

It has great potential, fine basic 

engineering being compromised 

by a few prominent blemishes. 

CONCLUSION 
Warning: few top end products 

come without the sort of 

strong compromise found in 

the Micro Utopia Be.This is the 

nature of the beast as far as 

high-end goes.You buy into a 

belief or you don't. Expect a 

highly polarised product that 

represents a view of high 

fidelity, often one person's view. 

It may or may not be your own. 

Focal JM Lab use their own, 

high technology drive units in 

the Utopia range to get a 

sound that's nothing other than 

impressive. But a Tannoy 

Westminster is impressive and 

so is a Quad 989, for different 

reasons of course, This is the 

top end for you; extreme 

solutions that differ markedly from 

one another... 

Further down you get into a 

region where flights of fancy will be 

punished by what the marketplace 

demands. Here is a place of levity, 

where compromise is all. It isn't a 

bad place by any means though. Call 

it good value.The £800 Chorus 7265 

loudspeakers fit this description well 

enough.They offer a flavour of the 

Utopias, mixed in with market 

expectations of a big cabinet, packing 

plenty of bass. Perhaps they aren't as 

vividly clear and wonderfully detailed, 

but then they're not £4,000 either! 

MEASURED PERFORMANCE 
FOCAL JM LAB 726S 
The Chorus has an almost ruler flat 
frequency resporse from 40Hz up to 
20kHz. A small amount of low 
frequency lift is visible in the analysis, 

but it amounts te a small 1dB-2dB 
below 160Hz. Otherwise the 
Chorus 726S is surprisingly even in 
its output at low frequencies, 
extending down to 40Hz before 
rolling off. The port is tuned to this 
frequency and is quite narrow in its 
damping effect. The Chorus is likely 
to have a good bass kick as a 
result, but it does not go low. This 
helps keep it sounding fats and tidy 
however. 

The inverted dome tweeter 
looks very smooth in its output and 
was well inteiyated over a large 
vertical listenirg angle. The 
general absence of perturbations, 
both in the tweeter and generally 
indicates a lack of local 
resonances and low colouration. 

Sensitivity was very high at 
91dB and nominal impedance 
6ohms, as usual nowadays. The 
Chorus is a reasonably easy load, 

without any violent impedance and V/1 
phase changes. 

The Chorus is a picture of accuracy 
and balanze. As big floor standers go it 
m3asures very well and is likely to 
scund bath clot NX 

Frequency response 

12 40 100 1k 
frequency (Hz) 

3k 20k 

MEASURED PERFORMANCE 
FOCAL MICRO UTOPIA Be 
This dumpy stand mounter has a front 
port, a slot between the bass unit and 
tweeter. Tuned to 60Hz, it exerts a 
small amount of damping on the bass 
unit our impedance plot shows, but not 
much, probably due to low port area. It 
makes the Micro Utopia almost a 
sealed box in its behaviour, with quite a 
slow bass roll-off. The speaker's lower 
limit is 63Hz but it looks as if near-
wall placement is expected, which 
will raise low frequency output a 
little, at the expense of bass 
quality. 

Whilst the Beryllium tweeter 
looks wond3rfully flat in response 
terms and will likely give great 
results subjectively, the bass/mid-
range unit is less smooth, 
displaying a regular pattern of 
peaks and troughs. Output lifts 
steadily toward low frequencies, 
which will add body or warmth to 
the sound. Strong peaking around 
200Hz is indicative of colouration, 
possibly from the front port. The 
unusual overall trend of this 
loudspeaker's response charac-
teristic suggests it has been 
balanced or strong bass from a 
near wall position. 

Sensitivity was normal at 87dB 
from one nominal watt of Mini-., good 
considering impedance is high at 8 
ohms It is largely resistive too, so the 
Micro Utopia Be is an easy enough 
load. 

Like a lot of 'specials', the Micro 
Utopia produces some unusual results, 
the result of an individual des.gn 

frequency (Hz) 10 10k 

VERDICT •111111£ 
FOCAL JM LAB 726S 
Extremely capable mid-price 
floorstander with a commandingly 
musical performance. 

FOR 

- expansive sound 

- strong bass 

- bespoke JM Labs drive units 

AGAINST 

- low mid muddle 

- styling 

VERDICT eeee 

FOCAL MICRO UTOPIA Be 
Brilliantly detailed and engaging, but 
incisive sound won't suit all tastes or 

systems. 

FOR 

- superlative timing 

- excellent focus 

- firecracker dynamics 

AGAINST 

- ultra incisive sound won't 

suit all 

- highly critical of ancillaries 

- styling 

+44 (0) 121 616 5126 

ww.focal.tm.fr 
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competition entries will be accepted on a postcard only 

QUESTIONS: 

[I] What does the 
C542'S sony transport 
enable it to do? 
[a] play LPs 
[b] play DATs 
[c] play CD-Ft/Ws 
[d] play football 

[2] What kind of chip 
is built into the C542? 
[a] HDCD 
[b] MD LP 
[c] SACD 
[d] MLP 

[3] What type of 
Toroidal PSU does the 
C352 use? 
[a] Loffgren 
[b] Tungsten 
[c] Holmgren 
[d] Nilsson 

[4] What type of KEF 
driver array does the 
Q4 feature? 
[a] Uni-pivot 
[b] Uni-Q 
[c] Uni-versal 
[d] Unique 

October Competition 
Hi-Fi World Magazine 
Unit G4 Argo House 
The Park Business 
Centre 
Kilburn Park Rd. 
London NW6 5LF 

IHI - IIP 
WORLD'S 
COMPETITION 

giveaway 
WIN A COMPLETE NAO/KEF SYSTEM WORTH £1,000 
IN THIS MONTH'S GREAT COMPETITION! 

0
 ctober's Hi-Fi World gives 
you the chance to win a 

brilliantly matched sepa-

rates system, comprising 

some of our favourite 

products - NAD's new 

C542 CD player, C352 integrated 

amplifier and KEF's Q4 loudspeakers. 

NAD's C54 1i was never going to 

be an easy one to replace, but the . 

new f330 C542 is a fitting successor. 

The toroidal power supply and Burr 

Brown, 24-bit, Sigma-Delta DAC 

remain as before.What's new, 

however, is the Sony transport which 

enables the C542 to play CD-R/W 

discs.Also new are Nichicon Muse 

capacitors with metal film resistors, 

and Elna capacitors in the power 

supply. NAD has included an optical 

output, a damped lid, Burr Brown 

2134 op-amps and built in HDCD 

chip.The C542 sounds well 

controlled, with the vocals never 

RULES OF ENTRY: 

1. Only one entry per house 
hold. 

2. Multiple entries will be 

automatically disqualified. 

3. Purchase of the magazine 
is not a pre-condition of 
entry. 

4. No correspondence will be 
entered into. 

5. The Editor's decision i. 
final. 

6. No employees of 

Audio Publishing Limited. 

or of any companies 
associated with the 
production or distribution 

of the prizes may enter. 

becoming strident or harsh. 

Instruments are finely etched within 

a broad soundstage, and the music 

never sounds mechanical or stilted. 

Even during the most complex 

passages there's excellent separation 

of instruments. It's a thoroughly well 

balanced machine, with a slight 

emphasis on bass warmth. 

The new C352 is the 

replacement for NAD's C350. 

Improvements include a more 

substantial metal chassis, new 

Holmgren Toroidal PSU which now 

supplies 80 watts per channel (up 

25%), uprated semiconductors in the 

Class A preamp section and revised 

tone control circuitry offering 

shorter signal paths.The feature 

count is far more impressive, and the 

standard remote control has been 

improved. In his review last month, 

Dominic Todd observed that, "the 

most noticeable characteristic was 

the highly focused vocal 

performance.Waits' dulcet tones had 

real presence and characterThis 

came from the tight soundstaging 

that didn't allow the vocals to shift 

from the central position, but also 

from the colour and texture imbued 

in his vocals, Another pleasant 

surprise was the piano timbre. I've 

heard amps costing twice as much 

that would struggle to match the 

resolve and realism here... As a study 

of balance and consistency NAD 

should be awarded full marks." 

There's no better partner for 

electronics of the NADs' calibre than 

a truly classy pair of compact 

floorstanding speakers, which is why 

we're giving away KEF's Q4.At its 

heart is the latest in Uni-Q driver 

arrays.A 130mm die-cast chassis 

houses the long throw cone and 

coincident mounted 19mm 

aluminium dome HF unit for true 

point source reproduction. Combine 

the excellent off-axis dispersion 

characteristics of Uni-Q with the 

magnetic shielding of the drive units 

and you get a speaker which is much 

easier to place in the room and one 

which alleviates the traditional sweet 

spot found with 'ordinary' speakers. 

The new Q4 is a true three way 

speaker. combining the Uni-Q array 

with a dedicated 130mm LF unit for 

extended bass output which belies 

the size of its diminutive cabinet.The 

result is an extremely open and even 

sound, with levels of sophistication 

far beyond its price. 

If you'd like to win this superb 

system, then just answer our four 

easy questions, and send your entries 

on a postcard to: October 

Competition, Hi-Fi World 

magazine, Unit G4, Argo House, 

The Park Business Centre, 

Kilburn Park Road, London NW6 

SLF. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
...to Ms. Valerie Seaman of Fornham St. Martin, Suffolk, the winner of our July competition 2004. 

An Anatek Audio A50 Amplifier is on its way to you! 
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Sevenoaks 
SOUND & VISION 
Sevenoaks Sound & Vision 
stocks a wide range of Hi-Fi separates, DVD 

players, amplifiers, speakers, plasma screens, 

LCD televisions and projection systems from 

all the leading manufacturers. 

From starter systems to custom designed multi-room and 

home cinema installations, our friendly staff are available in 

all stores to advise, demonstrate and guide you through the 

home entertainment jungle. If you're interested in home 

entertainment and want to avoid the confusion, contact your 

local Sevenoaks Sound & Vision store and experience. more: 

0% interest free option^ is available on most products. 

^Written details on request. Licensed credit brokers 

Minimum balance £400. Subject to status. 

CUSTOM 
INSTALLATION 
Modern home entertainment 

doesn't have to be intrusive. 

A carefully considered installation 

of home cinema with distributed 

audio and video and easy lighting 

control can give you all the sound 

and vision performance you could 

ever dream of - enhancing your 

lifestyle and your home. 

Our custom install services range 

from the most simple, affordab!e 

solutions to the most grandiose. 

We can help transform every room 

and every home, whatever your 

needs and budget. 

Want to know more? 

Why not pay us a visit and pick 

up a copy of our FREE Custom 

Installation 

Guide, 

available 

now, from 

your local 

store. 

Enjoy the freedom to listen to the music 

of your choice or watch TV independently 
from other rooms in the home 

Our installation experts art full 

trained to the highest standards and 

will continue to support you and you 

equipment long after your first sisit to 

one of ow nationwide stores 

flush- mounted in.wall speakers can 
give you 311thesound you can handle, 

but won't eat intoyour floor space or 
clasd with your der or 

NEWS N EWSN DNS 
B&W PV1 SUB-WOOFER 

Bowers & Wilkins proudly announce the introduction of 
the new PV1 subwoofer. About the size of a basketball, 
this sphericali subwoofer 
utilises technology 

developed over 5 
years and proves 

that big bass 
can be 

achieved using 
a small box. 

Although its 
primary use is 
home cinema,. 
the PV1 is also 

perfectly suited to 
2-Channel hi-fi 

systems. The PV1 
includes both speaker level 
and line level inputs and is a\,ailable in silver or gloss black. 

MUSICAL FIDELITY kW500 
SUPER INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER 

Musical Fidelity has 
introduced a new, super 

integrated amplifier - the 
kW500. Musical Fidelity's 
tradition of making superb 
integrated amplifiers dates 
back to the early 1990s 
when they launched the 
A1000 and, more recently, the Nu-Vista M and Tri-Vista 300 

This latest model, a limited edition of 500 pieces, features 

exclusive Mu-Vista tubes. Originally, these were used by 
the US military for crucial low noise and other missile 
functions and, like the tnvista tube it replaces, promises to 
offer 'bomb-proof' reliability. 

The kW500 is rated at 500+ watts per channel and about 

100 amps peak. The extrusions for the front panel are 
custom made and all the fitments are machined from the 

highest quality material. 

THE MU-VISTA TUBES IN SITU 

THE KW500 IS AVAILABLE AT SELECTED SEVENOAKS STORES • E3999.95 

ADVERTISEMENT VALID UNTIL AT LEAST 22/09/00, ( BOE 

www.sevenoak soundandvision.co.uk 

ABERDEEN (NEW) 

BEDFORD 

BIRMINGHAM 

BRIGHTON 

BRISTOL 

BROMLEY 

CAMBRIDGE 

CARDIFF 

CHELSEA 

CHELTENHAM 

CRAWLEY 

CROYDON 

EALING (NEW) 

EDINBURGH 

EPSOM 

EXETER 

GLASGOW 

GUILDFORD 

HOLBORN 

HULL 

IPSWICH 

KINGSTON 

LEICESTER 

LEEDS 

LINCOLN 

LIVERPOOL 

MAIDSTONE 

MANCHESTER 

NEWCASTLE 

NORWICH 

NOTTINGHAM 

OXFORD 

PETERBOROUGH 

PLYMOUTH 

POOLE 

PRESTON 

READING 

SEVENOAKS 

SHEFFIELD 

SOLIHULL 

SOUTHAMPTON 

SOUTHGATE 

STAINES 

SWISS COTTAGE 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

WATFORD 

WEYBRIDGE 

WITHAM (ESSEX) 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

PLEASE SEE PAGE 7 
FOR ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE 

NUMBER DETAILS 



Sevenoaks 
SOUND & VISION 

Michell Gyro St 
Turntable I RB300 Tonearn 
£1049.95 

"The Gyrodec SE sounds great, combining the best 

sonic characteristics cf rivals... Quite simply the Michell 

Gyrodec SE is terrific. Nothing compares at this price 

point - it's well deserving another Best Buy" 

[CLAIM £50 TOWARDS THE GOLDRING 
CARTRIDGE OF YOUR CHOICE* 

Pro-ject 1 Xpression 
Turntable (Black) 

"Compared with a £200 CD player this 

deck sounds remarkable, dig out your vinyl 

and give the Xpression a spin." 

ro-ject 1 De.utll 
Turntable (Black) £119.95 

THE PROJECT RANGE 

STARTS AT ONLY £119.95 

Arcam DiVA CD192 

CD Player £849.95 

1:0192 

e set teee 

FREE GRADO SR60 HEADPHONES WORTH £90 WHEN YOU PURCHASE AN AMP AND CD 
TOGETHER FROM ONE OF THE FOLLOWING MANUFACTURERS - ARCAM, CYRUS & ROKSAN* 

o o n 
t 

Marantz 

u CD Player 
£119.95 

• 
0 •C 003 ca 00 

NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ME OTHER OFFER OW PROMOTION 

=El 
Best Btry 

2003 

Marantz 
PM 7200 Amplifier 

£249.95 

"This is one of the most 

powerful amps in its class, 

at 95w per channel, and it 

sounds it with anything from 

dance to a big orchestral 

work, offering a delicious 

combination of poise and 

impact. Stick with fast, 

dynamic speakers such as 

B&W DM601 S3s or KEF's 

equally capable Ois and the 

results will amaze." 

"So do you buy a digital tuner? Or an analogue one? 

Now you don't have to pick: just buy Pure Digital's 

DRX-702ES! Whether on FM or DAB, this tuner sounds 

superb... The overall balance is powerful, clean and 

crisp, making this a fine tuner by any standards, 

and a superb buy given its 

excellent flexibility." 

rede— Musical Fidelity X-80 Amplifier £599.95 

X-150 Amplifier £799.95 
X-Ray" CD Player £899.95 

Musical Fidelity has unveiled two integrated amplifiers 

and a CD player as part of its revamped X-series. The 

40 wpc, X-80 and the 80wpc X-150 amplifiers feature a 

dual-gang 

analogue volume 

control and high-

output transistors 

for each channel. 

The X-150 also 

indudes a high 

qrwity pod no stage 

The X-Ray" CD player, is the replacement for the 

legendary X- Ray and uses the same DAC and 

upsampling principles as the acclaimed Tri-Vista SACD 

player Fm a technical standpoint, the X-Ray'• is equal of 

some of the most expensive players on the market. 

DAB RADIO 

Pure Digital 
DRX-702E5 Analogue/DAB Tuner 

£279.95 

Product 
z; ; picJ 

2 

("1 



Cyrus 
CD8 CD Player £999.95 
8 Amplifier £799.95 

Cyrus has been developing high performance hi-fi sysleri-ts for 

over 20 years. Today their upgradeable, modular product range 

includes mufti-room systems, home cinema and some of the 

worfd's finest hi-fi systems. Cyrus products ale hand finisned, half 

size die-cast encbsures and include a hidden digital command 

system that allows simple operation of any size system 

• Mission 
780 SE Speakers £349.95 
The revamped Mission 780s are hugely 

enjoyable: anyone 

with up to £400 to 

spend should 

consider these 

standmounters. 

Mission's clever 

move has paid off." 

eL' 1M1.? ",11' 

***** 

fee t: 
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Ruark 
Epilogue II 
Speakers 
£344.95 

:ssy Ruark s. 

're the priciest hare, but 

.--th plenty to jueify that price 

tug. I :uy nave a seamless sound thai 

draws the listener into the music and 

keeps the senses capivated." 

• AUGUST 2002 T 111 

0 KEF Q4 
Speakers f399.95 

The 04 is one of the latest additions to KEF's acclaimed Q 

Series. At the heart of this flocrstander lies the Uni-Q driver 

array - a 130mm die-cast chassis housing a long throw 

cone and coincident mounted 19mm aluminium dome HF 

unit. This driver arrangement makes the speaker much 

easier to place in the room and alleviates the 'sweet spot' 

found on 'ordinary' speakers. This has been combined with 

a dedicated 130mm LF unit for extended bass output 

which belies the size of its diminutive cabinet. 

FREE 
QED 

SPEAKER CABLE 
WITH ALL HI- Fl 

SPEAKER PAIRS 

OVER C299' 

B&W 
DM602 53 Speakers £299.95 

"These solidly made standmounters perform well 

across the whole range of mi.sical styles... Add these 

speakers to your hi-fi system and you're guaranteed 

magnificent integration between the drivers and an 

even tonal balance." 

Roksan Kandy 
KD1/111 CD Player £649.95 
KA11111 Amplifier £649.95 
"Timing and rhythm are excellent. DJ Shadow 

is delivered with clarity and a tight bass, while 

at the other extreme the treble is sereet and 

detaied, getting the most from Wagaer's Ride 

of the Valkyries. The 7esuit is a breathtaking 

Best Buy amplifier that betters its competition 

with ease." CANDY KANN AMPLIFIER - AWARDS 2003 

WORTH 

£60 WITH SPEAXERS OVER £299 
£80 WITH SPEAXERS OVER £499 

£120 WITH SPEAKERS OVER £999 

Best Buy 

11111111MMI  e 
• - 

— 

• 

'The randy KD1/III CD player offer; a great array of talents - team it with its amp stablemate and you 

have something close to the ideal vouai and sonic combination." 

FREE 

• 

*****  

GRADO SR60 HEADPHONES WORTH BO WHEN YOU PURCHASE AN AMPAND CD TOGETHER FROM ONE 
OF THE FOLLOWFNG MANUFACTURERS - ARCAM, CYRUS & ROKSAN' tar CONAINCTIM WIIIIMODIEP OFFER On PROMOTION 

PRICING POLICY 
We always try to ensure our prices are highly competitve. 

In the event you can find the same products and excellent service at 

a lower price, please bring it to our store managers' attention 

' FINANCE OPTION* 
Spread the cost of buying. 

0% finance option is available on the vast majority of products we stock. 

'Wntlen detail. on newest. Liconeed credit Wolters. ellinenurn balance £100 Subject to status. 

PLEASE NOTE: SOME PRODUCTS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. PLEASE CALL BEFORE TRAVELLING. 

*ADDED VALUE OFFERS - FROM RANGE AVAILABLE 1N- STORE. N..DT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER, ADVERTISEMENT VALID UNTIL AT LEAST 22/09/04, E&OE. 
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Sevenoaks 
SOUND & VISION 

Rotel 10 Series 
RA-1062 Amplifier £594.95 

RCD-1072 CD Player £594.95 
At the heart of the 60-watt RA-1062 is a toroidal 

transformer and a power supply, which Rotel claims. 

helps the amp maintain performance even at high 

volumes... Crank up the volume and, as promised. the 

Rotel keeps its composure and balance... If you want a 

£600 integrated, be sure to audition the RA-1062. 

First impressions of the RCD-1072 are excellent. This is 

the slickest machine in this group: the casework feels 

solid and the finish exceptional at the price... On its own 

terms it remains an enjoyable and informative CD player." 

WHAT HIvErt SOUND AND VIS/ON • SEPTEMBER 2003 

Acoustic Energy 
Aelite Three 
Speakers £749.95 
"Acoustic Energy's new 

Aelite Threes weigh in at a 

hefty 18kg a piece, and their 

curved, real wood finished 

cabents both look handsome 

and make good acoustic 

sense... So how do they 

perform... Give them a big 

room and position them in 

free space and they'Il 

deliver great things... If 

you want a big sound 

for sensible money, 

don't hesitate to audition 

the Aelite Threes." 

eme.m.re 
***** 

B&W 
704 Speakers 
£1399.95 

are pal of B&W's 

new 700 series. 

These fborstandinn. 

two-ar id-a-half-

way vented box 

speaks rs and ar, 

available in a 

varlet, of attractive 

finishes In a recent 

Whai H-Fi? Sound 

and Vision group 

test the 704 offered 

"RernarKable 

openneis and 

clarity tt- t is 

unrivaileil at 

this price." 

a iorriem 

Pioneer PDR-609 
CD Recorder £169.95 
"This is the third time Pioneer has won Product of 

the Year in the recorders section. First with the 

PDR-509, and then last year with the PDR-609. 

Features include 24-biti'96kHz digital-analogue-

conversion, backed up by Pioneer's Legato Link 

filtering and manual recording level controls, ideal 

when making compilations to standardise levels. 

All this means you get great copies from the 

Pioneer... and remarkable value." 

MUSIC 
ALL AROUND THE HOME 

..---.1011111111111174r 
, 

• 
e(ther.. 

KO2 

1.0.101315 

You've heard of hi-fi - now welcome to the world of wi-fi! 

Wl-fi devices allow you to network a range of devices 

together - from your music system to your PC - without 

the wires. For example, a muttiroom server like Yamaha's 

MusicCAST can vvirelessty send music to up to five 'client' 

playback systems dotted around your home. That music 

could be stored on the MusicCAST server device or other 

sources - existing hi-fi kit, maybe, or an intemet radio 

station or MP3 files from your PC: plug-in adapters make it 

easy to wi-fi-enable products. 

YAMAHA MusicCAST 
MCX A10 f399.95 
imo:i‘cAsT Client) 

MCX 1000 £1799.95 
(MusirCAST Server) 

CYRUSLINK 
Linkserver 160 £2999.95 
(Four Zone HD Server 160Gh Drive) 

Linkserver 250 £3499.95 
(Four Zone HD Serves' 250613 Drive) 

Linkport  £649.95 
Linkwand f199.95 

AVAILABLE AT SELECTED 

SEVENOAKS SOUND Si VISION STORES 

COMPACT SYSTEMS 

Linn Classik 
Music System £799.95 

When purchased with speakers over [299* 
When purchased on its own £849.95 

"The Classik sounds simply marvellous... It offers the 

performance you'd expect from high quality 

separates in one lovely package - this is a very 

superior product." 
1-‘44-4i1 

.,13111 'LlUe20O3 1,111111/11MIL 

- 

Denon DM31 
UD-M31 CD Keceiver £189.95 

When purchased with speakers over [99* 
When purchased on its own £199.95 

"The D-M30 was exemplary, as its three What Hi-Fi? 

Sound and Vision Awards clearly show. The D-M31 is 

even better, making it phenomenal value for money." 

NB - DENON DM31 & LINN CLASSIK PRICES EXCLUDE SPEAKERS 

YAMAHA'S Musi<CAST 

MCX-1000 DIGITAL SERVER 
& MCX-A10 CLIENT 

PLEASE NOTE: SOME PRODUCTS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. PLEASE CALL BEFORE TRAVELLING. 
*ADDED VALUE OFFERS - FROM RANGE AVAILABLE IN-STORE. NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. ADVERTISEMENT VALID UNTIL AT LEAST 22/09/04, E&OE. 
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Rotel 
RCD-02 CD Player 
RA-02 Amplifier 

Monitor Audio 
Bronze B2 Speakers 

SYSTEM 

For this recommenced Hi-Fi Sys:em we have 

combined Rotes highly rated RCD-02 CD player and 

RA-02 amplifier with Monitor Audio's beautifully 

balanced Bronze B2 speakers. This package gives a 

powerful, fresh and vibrant sound. The compact 'B2 

speakers, avaikable in a variety of finishes, were 

awarded 'Best Buy' by What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vis:on, 

with the •sound being described as "Superb... 

Speakers don't get much better than the R2's". 

The RA-02 amplifier features remote control and a 

phone input. The RCD-02 (***** - Mat Hi-Fi? 

Sound and Vision - August 2003) is HDCD 

compatible and includes a digital output for 

connecting o a digital recorder. 

SYSTEM PRICE 

£799.95 
MICE EXCLUDES CABLES A sTma• 

SAVE 

£129 

Arcam 
CD73T CD Player 
A65 Plus Amplifier 

Q4 Speakers 

(1al I I and KU both have ar enviable reputation for 

producing irest sounaing kit without breaking the 

bank. This system shows why with a well balanced 

sound that's both musically involving and enjoyable. 

At the eont of this parte.age is Arcam's upgradeable 

CD731 CD player - a What Hi-Fi? Sound and Vision 

'Product ot the Year 2003'. We've coupled this with 

Arcams ccimplementsfy A65 Plus integrated 

amplifier and KEF's rew 04 floostanding speakers 

featuring KEF's unique Un-0 technology for easier 

roam placement. 

SYSTEM PRICE 

£999.95 
PRICE EXCLUDES L.-ARLES SIANDS 

SAVE 

£149 

SEPARATE HI-Fl SYSTEMS 

Roksan Kandy 
KDVIII CD Player 
KA1/III Amplifier 

Monitor Audio 
Silver 56 Speakers 

Best Btry 
2003 

The combination ot 

Roksan's Kandy MK3 

CD and amplifier is, 

according to What Hi-

Fi? Sound and Vision, 

"Sot-netting close to the 

ideal visual and sonic 

combination" (Decemper 

2003). We have 

pal-merest these with The 

Silver Sf3 floorstanding 

speakers from British 

SOM. 

, 

speaker specialists, 

Monitor Audio. The 

combination of Roksan's 

excellent rhythm and 

timing, with its tight bass 

and sweet detailed 

treble coupled with the 

'S6's ability to stay 

unruffled even when the 

music is at its most 

complex, makes this a 

remarkable system. 

SYSTEM PRICE 

£1889.95 
HAFI SYSTEM 1 NoTricorfflocno• WITH ANY OTHER OFFEFI WI PROMOTION HI-FI SYSTEM 2 - NOT IN CONJONOTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR PROMOTION 111-F1 SYSTEM .1 - NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OR FEO OR PROMOTION 



Sevenoaks 
SOUND & VISION 

An outstanding selection of products 

on display and available for demonstrati 

at all Sevenoaks Sound & Vision stores. 

However, some pr 
available at all sto Check 

TURNTABLES 
Goldring 

Michell 

Michell 

Project 

Project 

Project 

Project 

TUNERS 
Arcam £199.95 

Cyrus 1M X  £499.95 

Denon rI12601 MKII   £99.95 

Hannan Kardon ' 170 DA8/0/A/FKI £299.95 

Marantz £99.95 

Pure OK-701ES DAB   £199.95 

Pure ,[Cl-702ES Analogue/DAB  £279.95 

Roksan Kandy KT1 MCIII   £549.95 

I nn GOLORING CARTRIDGE 

£139.95 

£1049.95 

£574.95 

£169.95 

£119.95 

£134.95 

£209.95 

CD PLAYERS 
Arcam DalA 83731   £399.95 

Arcam DiVA 60192 £849.95 

Arcam F1U 83331 £1299.95 

Cyrus C06  £599.95 

Cyrus CDS  £999.95 

Cyrus DAC-X  £1099.95 

Denon DCD485 £119.95 

Linn ,33nki  £1099.95 

Linn  £2199.95 

Maranta CD5400    £119.95 

Musical Fidelity X Ray `'  £899.95 

Musical Fidelity A3.2  £999.95 

Musical Fidelity A308'  £1999.95 

Quad   f999.95 

Roksan F(D1 MI611  £649.95 

Roksan -3 M  £11/99.95 

Ratel 3002  £379.95 

Rotel 1301072   £594.95 

CD RECORDERS 
Roam PDFlt,09 CO RW  £169.95 

AMPLIFIERS 
Arcam DMA A65 Plus   £ CALL 

Arcam DIVA A80   £599.95 

Arcam DIVA A90   £849.95 

Arcam f MJ A32  £11-49.95 

Cyrus , U  £599.95 

Cyrus 17  £799.95 

Cyrus 3're X Pre £999.95 

Cyrus ' lono X Power  (Each) £1199.95 

Denon " 5  £1 r9.95 

Linn Kolector Pre  £574.95 

Linn U(85 ,er  £544.95 

Maranta ' - 330  £149.95 

Marantz  £249.95 

Musical Fidelity • 30 . £599.95 

Musical Fidelity • 150 „ £799.95 

Musical Fidelity ; 2   £979.95 

Musical Fidelity 32 Pre   £999.95 

Musical Fidelity 2 Power   £999.95 

Musical Fidelity . 3118   £1999.95 

Quad £549.95 

Roksan 33,1,1 MKIII   £649.95 

Roksan plan M   £999.95 

Rotel ' 3', 01   £249.95 

Ratel RA-02   £349.95 

Ratel RA- 1062   £594.95 

SPEAKERS 
Acoustic Energy Seois Evo One £149.95 

Acoustic Energy Evo Three   £279.95 

Acoustic Energy A, ,Iite Two   f449.95 

Acoustic Energy -le Three   £749.95 

Acoustic Energy 41 M1011(From) £1699.95 

MW ..)M601 S3   £249.95 

BEM DM602 S3   £299.95 

MW 704   £1399.95 

B&W 705   £899.95 

KEF ;1   £249.95 

KEF L4   £399.95 

KEF • ../1  £749.95 

  £649.95 

Mission  £119.95 

Mission F   £349.95 

Mission T  £899.95 

Monitor Audio Te B2   £199.95 

Monitor Audio SI  £299.95 

Monitor Audio 36   £599.95 

Monitor Audio S8   £799.95 

Monitor Audio 9eference 10   £799.95 

Monitor Audio : rieference 20   £1499.95 

Quad '   £379.95 

Quad 12L   £499.95 

Quad 22L   £894.95 

Ruant Epilogue II   £344.95 

Ruant Talisman III   £1499.95 

Ruant Sabre Ill   £899.95 

Wharf edale Pacific Evolution 30 £649.95 

SYSTEMS 
Denon 201 Ex Spealicrs   £499.95 

Denon DF101 Ex Speakers   £299.95 

Denon 01.191 Ex Speakers   £199.95 

Linn 1.1,1SiC Ex Speakers   £849.95 

Trac Legacy , in f S33.3.113.333 £199.95 

DVD SYSTEMS 
Denon ADV-M71 Inc SC-M51 Speakers 

Denon DVD-50080 Inc 5.1 Speaker Package 

Denon DVD-770SD/AVR-770SD Ex Speakers 

Jamo DVF150/A305PDD Inc Speakers 

Jamo INR50/A355POD Inc Speakers.. 

KEF 3 f100 Inc Speakers   

Linn isstk Movie Di Ex Speakers 

Trac ' 1800 Inc 

MULTI-ROOM AUDIO 
 £2999.95 

Cyrus Jakserver 250  £3499.95 

Cyrus ,k110,   £649.95 

Cyrus -  £199.95 

Yamaha MusicCast mcx Al 0   £599.95 

Yamaha MusicCast mcx moo  £1799.95 

£499.95 

£499.95 

£599.95 

£649.95 

£899.95 

£11 99.95 

£2299.95 

£799.95 

IMO PLAYERS 
MAKE & MODEL  REGION 2 MULTI REGION 

Arcam : 1778 . £699.95 £699.95 

Arcam 7A 2779  £999.95 £999.95 

Cyrus INDS  £1199.95 £1199.95 

Denon 1lVD-1710   £ CALL £ CALL 

Denon ND-2200 Universal   CAU. £ CALL 

Denon DVD-2900 Universal  £ CALL £ CALL 

Denon  £ CALL £ CALL 

Denon  £1599.95 £1599.95 

Hannan Kardon DVD22  £299.95 £299.95 

Hannan Kardon 00031  £399.95 £399.95 

Pioneer tr  £ CALI £ CALL 

Pioneer 205/SA Universal  £148.96 £179.95 

Pioneer DV668Av Universal   £ CALL 

Pioneer DV868Avi Universal f CALI. 

Toshiba SD240E   f CALI 

Toshiba SD340E   f CALL 

Yamaha DVD-5540  £119.95 

Yamaha 01151500  £399.95 

DVD RECORDERS 
MAKE A MODEL  REGION 2 

Panasonic .',H- E55 DVD-RAK1 £ CALL 

Panasonic [[ MA-EUS DVD-RAM f CALL 

Panasonic .1MR-E85 DVD-RAM £ CALL 

Panasonic )MR-E95 000-RAMCALI 

Pioneer INR31005 DVD-Ft/RW . £379.95 

Pioneer DVIT51001-IS DVD-FVRW . £469.95 

Pioneer DVR-520H FIDD/DVD-RW  £ CALL 

Pioneer OVR-720H FIDD/DVD-RW  .£ CALI. 

Pioneer 1-9201-lHDD/DVD-RW f CALL 

E CALL RU. Stampede (Bla r v100 QED CABLE • £549.95 

£ CALL RB. Strata 5 Botte. fill() QED CABLE• £699.95 

£ CALL 

£ CALL 

£119.95 Fujitsu P42VHA30 42"   £2999.95 

£389.95 Fujitsu ' "HMO 42"   £3499.95 

Fujitsu U••ItA30 50"   £5799.95 

Hitachi ,i200 32"   £ CALL 

MULTI REGION Hitachi - ' 15200 3T   £ CALL 

£ CALL Hitachi 5200 42*   £ CALL 

E CALL Hitachi • ' MAMIE 42"   £ CALL 

£ CALI Panasonic -442PW6B 42"  £2399.95 

£ CALL Panasonic IH37PE3œ 37"   £ CALL 

£399.95 Panasonic H42PE3013 42'   £ CALL 

£495.95 Pioneer 0.134F1DE 43"  £3999.95 

£ CALL Pioneer ,'5041-DE 50"  £4999.95 

E CALL Toshiba 12WP36P 42"   f CALL 

f CALL Yamaha POM4210 42"  £3999.95 

AMPLIFIERS 
s'"/ERS & PROCESS(' 
Arcam ,,.100 AN Receiver   £599.95 

Arcam • 300 AN Receiver   £1299.95 

Arcam .•., 3 P7 AN Pre/Processor/Power £5499.95 

Cyrus 306 AN Processor   £1099.95 

Denon AVC-AlSRA AN Amplifier .. £ CALL 

Denon AVC-Al SR AN Amplifier £2199.95 

Denon AVR1604 AN Receiver   £ CALL 

Denon 41/111804 AN Receiver   £ CALL 

Denon 7,.,1=r.,80', AN Receiver   £ CALL 

Denon . Receiver   £ CALL 

Harman Kardon . R330 AN Receiver . £599.95 

Harman Kardon . 4630 AN Receiver  £999.95 

Hannan Kardon 92005 AN Receiver £1299.95 

Onkyo 9.3 Receiver   £ CALL 

Pioneer 685-C. 3 7,3 Receiver   £329.95 

Pioneer VSX-0812 AN Receiver   £319.95 

Pioneer VOX-A43 AN Receiver   £649.95 

Pioneer VSX-AX5i AN Receiver   CALL 

Pioneer VSA-AX1Orti AN Amplifier   £ CALL 

Ratel RSX1067 AN ReceWer   £1799.95 

Rotel 9SP1C66/RMB1075 NV Pre/Power £1799.95 

Rotel FiSP1098 M/ Processor  £2294.95 

Yamaha -313,AX750SE /0/ Amplifier   E CALI 

Yamaha ' AX640SE AN Amplifier   £299.95 

Yamaha 79 AA/ Amplifier   £ CALL 

Yamaha • • V550 Ml Receiver   £ CALL 

Yamaha RA V650 AN Receiver   CALL 

Yamaha RX V140ORDSM/ Receiver   £ CALL 

Yamaha RX-V240ORDS AN Receiver   £ CALL 

qPr AKERS 8t PACKAI 
Acoustic Energy , 38   £749.95 

Acoustic Energy , I0 P541   £499.95 

Art caustic . £994.95 

MW . 1.11/AS1 . £849.95 

MW 91300AV . £899.95 

Castle Compact CC3   £999.95 

Infinity 158750 £499.95 

KEF 31011005 £ 100 FREE QED GABLE' £499.95 

KEF • 91-2005 MO FREE QED GABLE' £799.95 

KEF • I115005 E200 FREE OED GABLE'  £1199.95 

KEF 17 rzoo FREE QED GABLE•  £2199.95 

E250 FREE QED GABLE'  £1699.95 

M&K 3  £1894.95 

AUK 3,3non 25   £2249.95 

M&K °35N850   £3899.95 

Mission ,W Pack  £449.95 

Monitor Audio • B2 AV   £799.95 

Monitor Audio e B4 AV   £949.95 

Monitor Audio . 270   £499.95 

Monitor Audio 5 1 £999.95 

SUB WOOFERS 
MW  £949.95 

MJ Acoustics Pro 50 (Black ewe pro CABLE' £299.95 

MJ Acoustics Pro 100 (filai EDO QED GABLE. £599.95 

MJ Acoustics Ref 100 IRG £60 RED GABLE' £349.95 

MJ Acoustics Ref 1 IF' EGO QED CARIE' . £699.95 

REL ',lent.- • floe ono cam, £499.95 

REL ,1 L (Nunez 81., F100 QED GABLE-  £724.95 

REL 10E (Bntlex £100 QED CABLE' £999.95 REL ike (Annex Black) £349.95 

PLASMA 

LCD TV 
Hitachi 291/D5200 28f   £ CALL 

Panasonic 1X22LT3 22"    £ CALL 

Panasonic [5261,4113911 26"    f CALI 

Panasonic 31321X1T311 32"    f fl11 

Philips '9975 30'   CALI. 

Sharp Agues LC-15B4E 15" £ CALL 

Sharp Aguas LC- 1551E 15"   £ CALL 

Sharp Amen LC-2051E 20"   £ CALL 

Sharp Aquas LC-22AD1E 22"  CALL 

EE Sharp Agues LC-30ADIE 30"  CALL 

Sharp Aguas LC-301-1V4E 30"   f CALL 

Sharp Aquas IC-32001 32"   £ CALL 

Sharp Aquas LC-37A01 37"  £ CALL 

Sharp Aguas I S- 371-8,14E 37"   CALL 

EE Sharp Aguas f7001 37'   

Toshiba e 26"   £ CALL 

Toshiba .SL.36P 32"   f CALL 

PitUJECTORS 
Marantr !P 1253 OLP   £8499.95 

NEC' DIP   czli 

Sanyo ! LCD   £1449.95 

Screenplay 5114805 DIP   £1299.95 

Screenplay ',P5700 DIP   £2699.95 

Screenplay -;P7205 DIP   £4999.95 

Sharp • DIP   £1799.95 

Sharp XV-Z200 DLP   £ CALL 

Sim 2 Domino 20 DIP   £3499.95 

Sim 2 Domino 20 HOMI DIP   £3999.95 

Sim 2 71350 Xtra DIP   £7999.95 

Sim 2 ilT300 Xtra HDMI DIP   £7999.95 

Sim 2 '1'1 Link DIP  £24995.95 

ThemeScene 1130 Cinema DIP  £1199.95 

ThemeScene ' nema DLP  £1999.95 

ThemeScene ',ern? DIP  £3499.95 

REMOTE CONTROLS 
Maranta .9400   

Maranta 900   

£399.95 

£799.95 

Philips to Rut 000   £1399.95 

CALL 
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL STORE OR 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

FOR OUR UP-TO-DATE PRICES 

£ 

PRICING POLICY 
SEVENOAKS SOUND & VISION 

OPERATES A PRICING POLICY 

SEE OPPOSITE PAGE FOR DETAILS 

PLEASE NOTE: SOME PRODUCTS MAY NOT BE 

AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. 

PLEASE CALL BEFORE TRAVELLING. 

'Added Value Otters- From range available in-store. 

Not in conjunction with any other otter. 

Advertisement valid until at least 22,09104, EWE. 

o  



WHO ARE SEVENOAKS? DEMONSTRATION 
FACILITIES SEVENOAKS STORES NATIONWI 

AB EF DEEN 57 CROWN STREET (NEW) 
01224 252797 MANG SOON 

BEDFORD 29-31 sr PETERS STREET 
• 01234 272779 

BRIGHTON 57 WESTERN ROAD, HOVE 
01273 733338 

BROMLEY 39A EAST STREET 
020 8290 1988 

BIRMINGHAM ARCH 12, LIVERY STREET 
0121 233 2977 

BRISTOL 928 WHETELADIES ROAD. CLIFTON 
0117 974 3727 

CAMBRIDGE 17 BURLEIGH STREET 
01223 304770 

CARDIFF 104-ros AU3ANY ROAD 
029 2047 2899 

CHELSEA 403 KINGS ROAD 
020 7352 9466 

CHELTENHAM 14 PffIVILLE STREET 
01242 241171 

CRAWLEY 32 THE BOULEVARD 
01293 510777 

CROYDON 369-373 LONDON ROAD 
020 8665 1203 OPEN SUNDAY 

EALING 24 THE GREEN NEW 
0208 579 8777 OPENING WE AUGUST 

EDINBURGH 5 THE GRASSMARKET 
0131 229 7267 

EPSOM 12 UPPER HIGH STREET 
01372 720720 winsome. 

EXETER 28 COWICK STREET 
01392 218895 

GLASGOW 88 GREAT WESTERN ROAD 
0141 332 9655 

GUILDFORD 73B NORTH STREET 
01483 536666 

HOLBORN 144-148 GRAYS INN ROAD 
020 7837 7540 

HULL 1 SAVILE ROW SAVILE STREET 
01482 587171 

IPSWICH 12-14 DOGS HEAD STREET 
01473 286977 

KINGSTON 43 FIFE ROAD 
020 8547 0717 OPEN SUNDAY 

LEEDS 62 NORTH STREET 
0113 245 2775 OPEN SUNDAY 

LEICESTER 10 LOSEBY LANE 
0116 253 6567 

LINCOLN 20-22 CORPORATION STREET 
01522 527397 (OFF NMI SIRED) 

LIVERPOOL 16 LORD STREET 
0151 707 8417 

MAIDSTONE 96 WEEK STREET 
01622 686366 

MANCHESTER 69 HIGH SI CITY CENTRE 
0161 831 7969 

NEWCASTLE 19 rev/GATE STREFI 
0191 221 2320 

NORWICH 29-29A SI GILDS STREET 
01603 767605 

NOTTINGHAM 597-599 MANSFIELD ROAD 
0115 911 2121 

OXFORD 41 ST CLEMENTS STREET 
01865 241773 

PETERBOROUGH 36-38 PARK ROAD 
01733 897697 °Medawar 

PLYMOUTH 107 CORNWALL STREET 
01752 226011 

POOLE LATIMER HOUSE. 44-46 HIGH STREET 
01202 671677 

PRESTON 40-41 LUNE STREET 
01772 825777 OPEN SUM« 

READING 3-4 KINGS WALK SHOPPING CENTRE 
0118 959 7768 

SEVENOAKS 109-'13 LONDON ROAD 
01732 459555 

SHEFFIELD 635 OUEENS ROAD. FEELEY 
0114 255 5861 (PEN SUNDAY 

SOLIHULL 149-151 STRATFORD ROAD 
0121 733 3727 

SOUTHGATE 79-81 CHASE SIDE 
020 8886 2777 

SOUTHAMPTON 33 LONDON ROAD 
023 8033 7770 

STAINES 4 THAMES STREET 
• 01784 460777 OPEN MAW 

SWISS COTTAGE 21 NOFITETWAYS POE, FINCHLEY RD 
020 7722 9777 OPEN SUM« 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 28-30 Sr JCHNS ROAD 
01892 531543 

WATFORD 473 ST ALIIANS ROAD 
01923 213533 OPEN SUNDAY 

WEYBRIDGE 43 CHURCH STREET. TI1E OUADRANT 
01932 828525 

wrniam ESSEX) 1 THE GROVE CENTRE 
01376 501733 

WOLVERHAMPTON 29-30 CLEVELAND STREET 
01902 312225 OPENSUNDAY 

OPENING HOURS PLEASE TELEPHONE OR MET OUR WF_BS1TE FOR UP-TO-DATE TRADING HOURS 

E-MAL [insert store locatioresevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk 

Founded in 1972, Sevenoaks Sound & 

Vision is one of the largest and most 

successful hi-fi and home cinema retailers in 

the country. 

Each Sevenoaks Sound & Vision store 

stocks a wide range of quality products, 

covering all categories of specialist home 

entertainment, from Hi-Fi separates and 

systems to DVD players, widescreen 

plasma televisions and projection systems, 

all at highly competitive prices. 

Friendly staff are available in all stores to 

advise, demonstrate and guide you through 

the home entertainment jungle. 

Our comfortable demonstration rooms are 

among the finest in the couray, many 

complying with ful THX specifications. 

CUSTOM INSTALLATION 
Sevenoaks Sound & Vision's Custom Installation Service enabes the integration of a 

home cinema or hi-fi system into your home as neatly and seamlessly as possible. All 

electronics can be hidden away, speakers discreetly mounted either in the wall or 

ceiling and the complete system operated via remote control. 

Our installation experts are fully trained to the highest 

standards in all areas and provide a prompt, reliable 

and professional service. Whether you're looking for a 

multi-room system, a dedicated home cinema 

installation with a retractable screen and built-in 

speakers or an integrated control or lighting system, 

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision has a diverse range of 

products available to cater for all your requirements. 

FREE 8 Page Custom Installation Brochure 
available now from your nearest store or 
via our website. 

SEVENOAKS WEBSITE 
The Sevenoaks Sound & Vision website has news and information on the Severoaks group 

and detailed pages to help you locate your nearest store. 

SPECIAL OFFERS 
There are hundreds of special offers and stock clearance items available front our stores 

nationwide - many with savings of up to 50%. To view our regularly Lpdated product lists, visit 

www.sevenoaNssoundandvision.co.uk and click on special offers 

PRICING POLICY 
Whilst we do not claim always to be the cheapest, we try to ensure our prices are highly 

competitive. Take into account the expert advice, unrivalled product selection, demonstration 

facilities and excellent pre, during and after sales service and the lower price might not look 

such good value. 

In the event you can find the same products and excellen: service at a lower price, please 

bring it to our store managers' attention. We will always endeavour to offer you the best deal. 

Pick-up your FREE 

68 page guide at your 

nearest Sevenoaks 

Sound & Vision store 

or order a oopy via 

our Website. The 

brochure will be 

posted to you (UK 

mainland addresses 

only) free o' charge 

while stocks last. 

www.sevenoakssoundandvision.co.uk 
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Designing hi-fi is very much the art of the possible. Rarely, if 
ever, do manufacturers make products which are absolutely 
without compromise — whatever they may say! Rather, what 
you see in the shops is the result of a large number of 
specific decisions about what, and what's not, thought to be 
important to give the right balance of sound, styling and 
functionality. Hi-fi separates are an elaborate collection of 
compromises. In this in-depth feature, Noel Keywood explains 
precisely what these are, and why. 

I
t's useful to segregate the hi-fi 
market into three categories, 

budget, mid-price and top-end, 

when looking at what lies 

behind the engineering.The 

mid-price sector is a natural 

pont of reference. Here is where 

manufacturers can make a product 

without serious compromise. It's an 

area in which all the costings say 

there's a small but decent profit to 

be made, providing the product sells. 

It's also a comfort zone, because in a 

competitive marketplace strenuous 

cost cutting will result in a product 

costing much less that can, potential-

ly, undermine and outsell mid-price 

hi-fi. Budget engineering is about cut-

ting all costs to the bone, rather than 

just making something that's got 

fewer or cheaper parts in it. It's also 

about volume sales, often in a global 

marketplace. 

And finally we have the top-end 

where no holds are barred. Here it 

can all go very right - or terribly 

wrong! 

BUILDING ON A BUDGET 
This isn't a feature on the economics 

of global Consumer Electronics 

manufacturing but it is of quite some 

relevance to budget audio. 

Manufacturing costs are so much 

lower in the Far East that most 

budget hi-fi is made there. This isn't 

solely a matter of low cost labour 

and factory space.As Japan's labour 

and land costs rose inexorably 

through the I 980s it moved manufac-

turing out to Malaysia and China, and 

with it went a knowledge. Nowadays, 

China has not only a plentiful supply 

of cheap labour but also the design 

skills to produce items like DVD 

players, unaided by Japan.That's 

where the £47 DVD player you see 

at Tesco comes from. 

Most budget hi-fi comes from 

China nowadays, even loudspeakers, 

and this impacts quality in some 

unusual ways. Costs are significantly 

influenced by packing and freight 

charges, storage charges and factory 

handling costs. Small, light products 

take up less space, are easier to 

handle and store and cheaper to 

ship. So expect light casework, flimsy 

packaging and even cost cut 

instruction books, all the things we 

associate with budget design. Low 

weight and fast manufacture are 

easier to achieve if plastics are used - 

anything but heavy steel in fact. So 

nowadays CD and DVD transports 

possess little metal and you see just 

how flimsy they have become when a 

thin plastic tray slowly creaks out to 

take a disc. Often, chassis and front 

panels are plastic too. 

With CD and now. DVD players, 

it is their motors and servo 

electronics that count, the plastic 

lenses and their focussing 

mechanisms, and the downstream 

signal processing chips, all of which 

are digital. Mostly, these critical items 

come from OEMs - Outside 

Equipment Manufacturers.They work 

in tightly specialised and well defined 

fields, offering advanced parts to the 

big names, who buy in quantity and 

assemble.The process started with 

CD and increased greatly in 

complexity and sophistication with 

DVD, with its advanced video 

processing. 

Our measurements show that 

modern sources like DVD players 

usually measure well even when they 

are built down to a tight budget. 

Chip sets and mechanisms have to 

give reasonable results to be 

commercially viable in a competitive 

world marketplace. Digital processing 

also brings consistency. Even final 

filters and analogue output stages are 

all well worked out items built on a 

ch:p. However, budget chipsets do, in 

critical areas, have slightly worse 

performance than premium types. 

Less linear audio D/A convertors 

produce more distortion and bring 

slight grain to the sound, for 

example.There will be digital jitter 

due to poor clocking and cheap 

components bring a vagueness to the 

sound. 

The situation with budget 

amplifiers is a little simpler. Solid-

state amplifiers are a mature 

technology, built largely from well 

developed and understood circuits 

and parts. Minimal levels of distortion 

and insignificant amounts of noise 

were achieved way back in the late 

1970s, when MOSFETs appeared. 

Amplifier design has changed little 

since then. Class D (digital) is here 

and working and the big chip 

companies are struggling to commer-

cialise it, but Class D at present kicks 

out a lot of digital rubbish that's 

difficult to eradicate. It's not yet hi-fi. 

The single most expensive 

component in an amplifier is - apart 

from the chassis - the mains 

transformer. Its price is directly 

related to the power it can supply, 

determined by the amount of copper 
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in its windings and iron ir its core - 

the less the better! But smaller 

transformers deliver less power to 

the output transistors, limiting power 

output. Lower power output means 

iess heatsinking and fewer or 

cheaper output devices can be used. 

again saving on cost. 

Another parameter that suffers 

is regulation, the ability to deliver a 

steady voltage even when heavy 

current is drawn by the loudspeaker. 

A well regulated supply gives 

dynamically tight bass and a good 

sense of transient grip. Conversely, 

the poorly regulated supply of a 

budget amplifier can make it sound 

somewhat soft, or rhythmically 

imprecise.This becomes more of an 

issue with low impedance 

loudspeakers, or ones that vary in 

impedance greatly. 

Although it's easy enough to 

reduce high frequency crossover 

distortion to minimal levels in a well 

designed audio output stage, not all 

budget amplifiers manage this even 

today.Those that don't will have 

coarse sounding treble and may even 

sound a little gritty. 

Cost cutting introduces other 

limitations. Mechanical parts, such as 

switches, input sockets and volume 

controls (potentiometers) are 

relatively expensive items in the build 

budget, so the cheapest are selected. 

They have limited life, especially if 

used heavily. Poor quality 

potentiometers once so plagued 

budget amps that a few enterprising 

manufacturers started to produce 

high quality items.Their popularity 

has steadily increased, now reaching 

mainstream hi-fi manufacturing. The 

Alps pot. is the best known example, 

and even Panasonic make quality 

pots.This is the sort of item you can 

expect not to get when costs are cut 

to the bone! 

Today's budget amps may be 

flimsy, but they can measure well and 

often sound smooth enough.Their 

sins nowadays are those of 

omission.What they Leave out is 

grip, insight, subtlety and any sense 

of precision. Used heavily, volume 

controls will wear out and switches 

and sockets fail. 

Budget loudspeaker manufac-

turing was the last area of expertise 

to leave Britain for the Far East. In 

the I970s Wharfedale were turning 

out millions of Lintons and Dentons 

from an automated cabinet works in 

Idle Bradford. Now they are 

Chinese owned, like KEF and 

Celestion.Whilst design is usually 

carried out in the UK. of both 

cabinets and drivers, manufacturing 

is not.Again though, the impact 

upon quality from the consumer's 

point of view is usually minimal. Thin 

walled cabinets 

made of 

compressed 

paper rather 

than MDF, with 

cheap, 

synthetic 

veneers are 

becoming 

commonplace. 

They don't 

withstand 

impact well. 

Corners and 

edges crumple 

easily, leaving a 

nasty mess 

that's difficult 

to repair. 

Veneers too 

are synthetic 

and barely 

convincing. All 

the same, 

budget 

loudspeakers 

made in China, 

like 

VVharfedale's 

Diamond 8, 

have proved 

successful in 

raising quality over previous 

generations. 

A low build budget means a 

small cabinet fitted with no more 

than two drive units, plus a crossover 

strapped to the output terminals in 

most cases, for speed of assembly. 

Electronics production in China is carried out 

on a large scale in modern, well equipped fac-

tories. Wages are low, work rates intense and 

output prodigious, making China a major 

manufacturing centre. 
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Drive units 

mass pro-

duced in the Far 

East look much like those found in 

branded Western product. Sometimes 

they are the same, sometimes they are 

copies. These two units are from a 

Taiwanese manufacturer. 

The cabinet itseff is of straight-

forward construction, unbraced and 

with little or no internal sound 

absorbent Some box thrum or 

colouration will add a little flavour to 

the sound, although it is usually small. 

Expect an unsophisticated tweeter 

with a plastic or metal (usually 

aluminium) dome that gives bright or 

sharp sounding treble. 

Compromises are more apparent 

in budget floorstanding loudspeakers. 

Large panels more readily resonate 

and colour the sound. Some 

manufacturers fit a sand chamber as 

a clever way of ameliorating this. 

Filling it with sand adds weight and 

stability, and damps panel resonances 

- a clever way of offering budget 

conscious buyers a DIY route to 

good quality. Drive units are usually 

those used in a bookshelf or stand 

mount design - inexpensive but hi-fi 

all the same. 

None of this applies to seriously 

cheap, big speakers from non- hi-fi 

sources, like the notorious 'back of a 

white van' sales outlet.These use 

poor quality drive units screwed into 

a box, with little design input. Paper 

cones are used, which give a coarse 

and coloured sound.The box and 

drive unit will not be tuned to work 

together, resulting in iumpy bass. 

Frequency response will be 

approximate, making for an uneven 

sound, either bright or dull in 

balance, and a weak, resonant cabinet 

will sound boomy and coloured. 

Loudspeakers like this can be 

seen in shop windows too, often 

alongside disco equipment. Knowing 

that people often judge 'speakers by 

size, number of drive units and the 

power rating, they are large, studded 

with drive units and carry ambitious 

power figures. Using peak power 

sustained for a short burst of a 

second, just about any figure can be 

justified. Drive units may even be 

false - a plastic grill over a hole acting 

as a port. for example. Bear in mind 

that cheap loudspeaker drive units 

can be bought for no more than £ 1-

£2 in the Far East, where they are 

churned out in large quantities. 

Putting them into a cabinet that's 

crudely finished results in a 

loudspeaker built to a ridiculously 

low price. Products like this are 

common in the Far East where they 

are aimed at those who can't afford 

branded Western goods. But some 

find their way to UK stores, selling at 

low, low prices.They are not hi-fi. 

MID PRICE MARKET 
The mid-price market is where 

normal commercial hi-fi is to be 

found. Low price isn't the driving 

force; build cost is balanced against 

performance to yield a product that 

will sell in acceptably large quantity 

whilst at the same time justifying its 

claim to be high fidelity. In this 

market sales must be large enough 

to justify volume ordering, but not so 

large as to demand special machinery 

or a large labour force, As far as UK 

buyers are concerned it is where 

products are built in Britain to higher 

and more consistent quality 

standards, using a skilled workforce; 

shipping becomes less of an issue. 

Modern signal sources like DVD 

players can use a range of protected 

technologies, each of which must be 

licensed by the manufacturer. Dolby 

Labs are masters of licensing; they 

develop a signal processing 

technology like Pro Logic Ilx and 

market it. Manufacturers like Denon, 

for example, will pay a license fee to 

use it. Nowadays, licensing is big 

business and much of the 

manoeuvring we see behind the 

introduction of new mid-market 

technologies is really concerned with 

establishing a dominant global 

position.A corum of Japanese 

manufacturers making up the DVD 

forum wrested the CD market from 

Philips and Sony. Philips and Sony 

struck back with Blu-Ray, which is 

licensing right now, As the DVD 

Forum struggled to find a suitable 

alternative it got hi-jacked by 

Microsoft, who are now trying hard 

to turn Windows Media 9 into a 

worldwide standard for HD-DVD 

(High Definition DVD, the official 

successor to DVD), again sold under 

license.All are looking to control and 

profit from the market for mid-price 

audio of the future.This is a volume 

market, but one where quality sells, 

as DVD and plasma screens have 

shown. 

Most UK specialists are unable 

to develop their own products within 

areas like this, because of high 

licensing costs. Notable exceptions 

are Arcam and Meridian.They bring 

the usual attention to detail to both 

CD and DVD, using good quality 

components and solid casework. 

CHINA 

Guandong Province 

Shenzen 

New 
Territories 

HONG KONG 

SOUTH CHINA SEA 

China has designated the region next to Hong 

Kong as a special industrial zone and Shenzen, 

once a small fishing village, is now a bustling city 

at the centre of manufacturing. 

There are many good reasons for getting product built 

in the Far East. 

They may also offer unusual features, 

such as digital linking of high 

resolution signals in Meridian's case, 

or use of the new High Definition 

Multimedia Interface (HDMI) in 

Arcam's. 

As new, more advanced signal 

processing chips appear from 

manufacturers like Crystal,Wolfson, 
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A product like the Graaf GM20 amplifier embodies high-end 

thinking. It uses special low impedance valves in an 

unusual Circlotron circuit to provide direct coupling to 

the loudspeaker. For many technical reasons this 1 isn't really a good idea. All the same, in spite of 
drawbacks, the amplifier has an interesting 

sound and a lot of visual appeal. Like many top-

end products it's an extreme design that pursues 

one design aim, whatever the cost. 

Burr 

Brown 

and Analogue 

Devices, Britain's 

specialists often see an 

opportunity to use them in 

conjunction with good quality 

casework and power supplies to 

produce a high quality CD player or 

external D/A convertor.The market 

for this sort of item is too small for 

the big players; CD is now almost as 

dead as cassette as far as they are 

concerned. But this doesn't 

necessarily correspond with what 

people want at home today, nor what 

the music industry can deliver in 

terms of product.There's still room 

for 16bit/44.1kHz in the mid-price 

market to better reproduce what's 

on the CDs that fill stores today. 

As the Chinese slash away at 

prices at the bottom end of the 

DVD market, the big Japanese 

manufacturers must ensure they 

enhance their reputation for both 

quality and innovation further up the 

price scale. Mid-price DVD players 

are crammed with special features 

and this may include I 6bit/44.I kHz 

audio re-sampled to 24/192 to 

improve filtering, before conversion 

to analogue.The Japanese are not 

averse to technological name 

dropping of specialist chip manufac-

turers like Burr Brown or Faroudja. 

Audio quality is always an issue, 

lower distortion arid noise being 

chased by improved techniques. Mid-

price DVD players now commonly 

offer SACD and DVD-Audio too, 

both of which in theory possess 

analogue bandwidth to 100kHz and 

negligible levels of distortion for 

near-perfect sound quality. The 

industry is ahead of the market here, 

since the music business currently 

records music mostly in 24bit at 

48kHz sample rate.At present even 

24/96 surround-sound is not so 

common, as it introduces a lot of 

extra complexity that few people will 

really appreciate until high fidelity 

surround-sound becomes 

commonplace in the home. 

In the mid-price range, stereo 

amplifiers typically gain power and 

drive. Bigger mains transformers and 

larger smoothing capacitors make for 

better load handling and more grunt 

into today's low impedance 

loudspeakers. Expensive audio 

MOSFET output devices have greater 

intrinsic bandwidth, allowing more 

feedback to be applied at high 

frequencies, reducing crossover 

distortion for a smoother sound. 

Good quality resistors and 

capacitors, better circuit boards with 

thicker track and audio grade volume 

controls, like the Alps Blue, may be 

used.Taken together these parts 

bring an improved sense of clarity, 

precision and smoothness to today's 

amplifiers. 

At mid-price levels surround-

sound receivers are now an 

alternative to the stereo amplifier. 

These monsters usually offer at least 

five channels of amplification, each 

delivering 100W into 8ohms, and 

more into 4ohms. Until recently they 

had a reputation for crude sound 

quality, mainly due to the use of 

cheap components and the presence 

of crossover distortion.The vhf tuner 

sections were - and still can be - 

noisy and uneven in frequency 

response. All this is changing, 

however. 

Better tuner 

sections and 

output stages 

are becoming 

more common 

in a race to 

improve quality 

and gain sales. 

Surround-

sound 

receivers 

convert 

incoming 

analogue stereo 

signals from 

CD, TV, 

cassette, etc to 

digital for 

su 
.see 

ssing into 

"çurround- lby Pro Logic 

II, SRS surround-s or DTS Neo 

6. Other effects may be applied, as 

well as tonal correction, bass 

management and time delay to 

compensate for loudspeaker 

distance.The digital information is 

then converted back to analogue 

before being fed to the output 

stages. So mid-price surround-sound 

receivers are complex beasts, 

fast evolving as sales climb. 

Inevitably, with so much on-

board they don't usually 

possess cutting-edge sound 

quality from amplifier or 

tuner, but that is not to say 

results are at all bad. Pushing 

so much power through six 

loudspeakers (including a self 

powered sub-woofer) has advantages 

too, offering well distributed sound 

and great acoustic dynamics. 

Mechanical quality is often poor 

though, meaning poor volume 

controls, and weak sockets, especially 

for the loudspeakers. 

Mid-price range loudspeakers 

commonly handle more power and 

produce deeper bass than their 

cheaper bretheren. Higher power 

handling is, these days, achieved by 

adding an extra bass unit to a basic 

two-way array of bass/mid-range, plus 

tweeter.This is easy to do and works 

well, possessing few intrinsic 

drawbacks. Extra cone area makes 

for lower bass distortion, in what is 

often termed a 'two and a half way' 

arrangement. It's a better solution 

than trying to increase the power 

handling of a standard 8in unit, or 

using a bigger driver. Manufacturers 

may also fit a better tweeter for 

smoother treble, or even a super 

tweeter to extend frequency 

response out to 50kHz to better 

reproduce the 48kHz analogue 

bandwidth of 96kHz sample rate 

Printed circuit board 
. re 

Much of the cost of an amplifier lies in its mechanical 

parts. The mains transformer, chassis and heatsink are 

the most expensive items. The Class Aff3 amplifiers used 

today work at around 70% efficiency. Low power budget 

products will be getting 90% efficient Class D amplifiers 

in future, in order to reduce power consumption and heat 

production. 

digital. KEF and Tannoy both adopt 

this approach on their mid-price 

loudspeakers. Cabinets get betty-

bracing. improved internal damping 

and quality crossover components. 

including iron or air core inductors. 

The mid-price category also 

supports serious products for LP 

replay, with quality turntables and 

arms from Origin Live, Rega, Roksan 
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and Project, for example. Mid-price 

cartridges from traditional names like 

Goldring, Shure, Stanton and Ortofon 

complement these turntables and 

arms. In combination they offer 

superb results from LP. This is very 

much an area for traditional 

specialists with a good understanding 

of the difficulties of design and details 

of manufacture.As our reports have 

shown, today's pickup cartridges 

offer flat frequency response to 

20kHz and some models reach up to 

40kHz.Tracking performance is 

superb and distortion low. Today's 

mid-price turntable offers better 

performance than ever from LP, even 

though LP production today amounts 

to a trickle. 

Like LP, radio is very much a 

mid-price technology at present, but 

for different reasons.Vigorous 

promotion of DAB is drawing 

attention from VHF/FM, but DAB 

radios are, at present, still not cheap. 

One reason for this is that both 

America and Japan have rejected 

DAB, limiting demand and production 

volumes. Stereo VHF/FM was a U.S. 

technology, using the Zenith/G.E. 

system. Both radio technologies rely 

on high performance chipsets whose 

economics demand quantity 

production.The BBC has now been 

criticised in front of a Commons 

Select Committee for their naively 

enthusiastic adoption of DAB. High 

performance chipsets give modern 

mid-price vhf/fm tuners very low 

distortion and low noise too, plus an 

audio bandwidth that reaches 16kHz, 

equal to that of DAB in practice. 

Providing a good aerial is used 

VHF/FM gives better sound quality 

than DAB. 

Although, specification wise, DAB 

is little different from VHF/FM, it 

suffers compression ( i.e. data 

reduction) to reduce data rate and 

broadcast bandwidth. Broadcasters 

now realise that early Musicam 

compressors needed improvement 

to reduce the sense of vagueness 

with violins and such like that DAB 

suffers. As they upgrade early 

generation DAB transmission 

equipment sound quality should 

improve, to approach that of 

VHF/FM. DAB offers variety rather 

than quality: there's much more 

choice on digital radio.Very low data 

rates and mono transmissions impart 

transistor radio quality to many DAB 

broadcasts, There is room for DAB 

quality standards to improve in 

future, if there is ever any perceived 

need to do so. Mid-price VHF/FM 

tuners, coupled to a good aerial, give 

fine results these days. Mid-price 

DAB tuners are extremely sensitive 

and offer a hiss free sound from 

even a poor aerial in good 

reception areas. 

THE HIGH END 
At the top end hi-fi can get 

extreme, often concentrating on 

certain parameters at the 

expense of all else to yield a 

result that's different and often 

intriguing, but at the expense of 

domestic practicality and often 

with little regard to cost. Sadly, 

some products are little more 

than lifestyle statements, 

especially gargantuan solid-state 

amplifiers, often from the USA. 

There are obviously successful 

top-end products, like the big 

Tannoys and Quad Electrostatic 

loudspeakers. Properly installed in 

the right environment they can 

deliver devastating performance. 

Tannoy Westminsters can move air 

like few loudspeakers on this planet 

and Quad electrostatics thumb their 

nose at box loudspeakers, underlining 

their innate weaknesses with 

embarrassing candour. However, 

both need big rooms and expensive 

ancilliaries if they are to work 

properly. 

By and large, solid-state 

amplifiers attempt to become more 

solid-state like as they get larger and 

more expensive: more power, more 

dynamic slam, more visceral speed. 

This can become all too challenging, 

and sometimes contrived too. Real 

performances, in as far as such things 

exist without electronic amplification, 

are emotionally engaging, not life 

threatening. Big valve amplifiers, when 

properly designed, can do a better 

job in this respect. Unfortunately, the 

few high performance valves able to 

deliver useful power, notably the 

300B, 211 and 845, are fiendishly 

difficult to use and, with 1200V or so 

just separated from the loudspeakers 

by a sliver of transformer insulation, 

always of questionable real world 

practicality. It has been noticed that 

these voltages suit electrostatics fine, 

and direct-drive from valve amplifiers 

to electrostatics has been used, such 

is the nature of top-end audio. 

Top-end audio comes into its 

own with the LP, with products like 

the magnificent magnesium SME V 

arm, the Van den Hul Grasshopper 

cartridge and esoteric turntables like 

the Platine Verdier. 

Top-end DVD concentrates 

largely upon passing high resolution 

digital audio signals from player to 

receiver, eliminating the multiple 

analogue connections used at 

present. Sound quality from DVD 

would get a serious boost if 24/192 

coding was to be used in studios, but 

there's little commercial interest at 

present. Surround-sound (24/96) as 

an adjunct to movies is where the 

action is.Although 24/192 digital is 

true top-end it will likely be many 

years yet before studios routinely 

use it.Top end video, namely high 

definition pictures progressively 

scanned, is demanding ever more of 

the budget these days, militating 

against further development of digital 

audio. 

Top-end tuners are rare; there 

seems to be little demand.Yet with 

live performance radio offers better 

quality than most other sources. 

Studio discussion can be breath-

takingly real. Naim make the NAT 03 

tuner and Marantz and Pioneer both 

have top-end models that give a 

great sound. 

Each strata of high fidelity: 

budget, mid-price and top-end, has its 

own set of well defined character-

ist:cs.At the bottom end, it's all a 

matter of volume. In the middle, 

quality counts whilst at the top-end 

anything goes.There's no shortage of 

variety here for buyers, but finding 

the right item in such a complex 

market is always going to be a 

challenge. 

CIRRUS LOGIC 
Lndffif P. 010s1 atensimeodRareluner 

1 
CS44600/800 

New Multichannel Class-D Digital Amplifiers 
Provide Premium Audio Performance 

Class D digital amplifiers are appearing in budget 

products, especially those embodying a lot of 

complex digital processing, such as AIV receivers. 

Noise and distortion limit performance, as does 

the need for matched loudspeaker, making them 

lo-fi at present. 
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COST CONTROLLING 
. ' ice talks to Naim's Paul Stephenson about designing 

products to different budgets... 
DP: Is it easier to design 'statement' high end products, or 

affordable ones? 

Both have their own design goals. Of course making the very best 

for everyone here is always high on our list. Enjoying music has always 

been the 100% priority for the people at Naim. Our design approach is 

similar for all products, from the most affordable to the most 

expensive. All aspects of the design are considered; circuit topologies, 

pcb layout, microphonic influences, thermal effects, etc, and all are 

optimised. Creating a product to a price holds many other different 

challenges and understanding effects that certain compromises within a 

design will bring, is well understood by our design team. My own 

personal satisfaction is to be able to lower the entry-level price for 

people to connect with the Naim sound at home. Once we achieve this 

we turn more people on to listening to more music: creating the 

hunger for higher fidelity. 

What are the respective design priorities for [a] high end and 

[b] affordable products? 

There is no fundamental difference in our approach to the design of 

high end and affordable products. Sound and measured performance go 

hand in hand in our process, we are an engineering company, we try 

and measure all we can and then listen to satisfy our measurement 

results. Of course the sound quality is the most important design 

priority for our customers and hence us. Over the years our design 

team has developed theories and measurements that define Naim's 

sound quality and these are applied to new designs.The listening tests 

are the last part of the process. If the sound doesn't satisfy us we go 

back and think some more. User functionality, and, aesthetics come 

next and of course packing is important, as we don't wish our designs 

to be wrecked in transit! 

How do you go about costing the components in your 

products - what makes you decide to use one capacitor, for 

example, and not another? Who decides this? 

Fit for use/purpose within a design brief. If we can save money 

anywhere and put the value into the circuitry or manufacturing 

procedure we will. Over the years we have tried hundreds of 

components and we have found some that work best, either for sound 

or specification, in or circuits. Many of the parts that work best for us 

are not "audiophile" parts and we can afford to put them in all 

products across our range so we don't have to confront these trade-off 

decisions.That said, there are some very expensive parts that we can 

only afford to put into our top of the range products. 

Is there any 'golden rule' about the improvements/ 

compromises caused by specific components? 

Not really. It does not always follow that an expensive parts is always 

better in terms of performance in fact we have found in many cases the 

opposite has been true. 

How much does listening play a part in this? Do you listen to 

absolutely everything? 

It is true to say that we don't take anything for granted. Human hearing 

has a vast frequency response and dynamic range and it would be 

foolhardy to assume that any part of a hi-fi product, electrical or 

mechanical, could not have an influence within this enormous listening 

window.A huge amount of man hours goes into all new product 

development; all participating team members from design to sales get 

involved in the listening process.VVho could resist such fun? 

Why do you use the construction materials you do? Do these 

really influence the sound? Give examples. Do you feel there's 

any benefit to use so-called ' hi tech' materials (carbon fibre, 

etc.), or is this more about marketing? 

Absolutely, we 

consider the 

influence of 

materials as part of 

our electronic and 

mechanical design 

process.The 

obvious ones are: 

the use of non-

magnetic parts in 

sensitive areas; 

aluminium 

extrusions for their 

superb thermal and 

non-magnetic 

capabilities; skin 

effect on cabling; 

steel and glass used 

in our Fraim parts 

and the balancing 

of wood veneers in loudspeaker design. Materials such as carbon fibre 

composites do have some special properties but, so far, we have been 

able to achieve similar or better results when using more conventional, 

and far more cost effective, materials. 

Why do Naim Audio's price points start and stop where they 

do? Is this because you can't make anything cheaper or 

anything better (respectively) - or is that the profits/ sales/ 

volumes dictate this decision - or marketing/ branding, even? 

There is a price point where it's really difficult for us go if wish to 

manufacture our products Nairn style. At the high end then yes, sales 

volume maybe so low that it would just not be economical to pursue a 

certain design.We had this with our electrostatic speaker project. 

Marketing plays only a small part; understanding the needs of our 

customers is our main motivator for our product road map. 

Would manufacturing in China, for example, dramatically 

improve your profits - or would it damage your brand? What 

do you think are the pros and cons of manufacturing where 

you do, in your home country? 

Where a company can outsource to gain a competitive position or to 

fulfil a shortfall in resource or remove non-value-added work, out 

sourcing is always an option. I do not believe most people are so 

interested were the products are made it's the performance that 

counts. (Some Porsche models I believe are made in different 

countries) A major part of Naim's performance comes from our 

manufacturing techniques and these would be almost impossible to 

transpose in the Far East. We are a manufacturing company, that's what 

we wish to be. When we have so little Government support or interest 

in our industry's needs I think it is inevitable that many companies will 

look elsewhere to produce their goods.VVe believe in creating work 

and wealth as close as possible to our home. 

Do you see a need to move downmarket in future - everyone 

seems to be rushing there, after all? 

It's not the lowest price that bothers me: it's the lowest possible 

performance- the sometimes over hyped home entertainment 

solutions. I don't enjoy many of the aspects currently being triumphed 

in our sector today. Music in the home is where it's at; we just have to 

help people connect with that in a qualitative way. There is nothing 

wrong with having the ability to listen to the news whde you are in the 

bath or watch Terminator 2 twice as loud as anyone would wish, but 

let's just keep it in perspective. Its not rocket science. Naim is 

wonderfully successful right now - we are delivering some of the finest 

music making hi-fi on the planet. Our retailers are among the best in 

the world and whether it's our entry level or high end; our customers 

buy our products because of the performance they bring! 

OCTOBER 2004 41 



fa tastic 
There's no denying What an amazing feat of engineering ELP's LT-ZARC laser turntable is, but 
bow does it compare to olher 'esoterically priced' analogue and digital disc spinners? In the 
first of a two part review, David Price takes up the story... 

D
espite having been into hi-
fi for nearly thirty years 

now, I still find it hard to 

think of something as fas-

cinating as ELP's laser 

turntable. Indeed, strange-

ly perhaps, to me it seems even more 

wondrous than CD did some twenty 

years back, if for no other reason 

than it achieves what so many had 

thought impossible - tracking an ana-

logue record groove with a laser 

pickup. CD, lest we forget, was 

designed expressly for light beams 

whereas vinyl was not! 

Still, the surprise and delight of 

this laser turntable might be 

tempered somewhat by its apparent 

lack of ' newness'. After all, 1 can recall 

reading news items on this very 

machine as far back as the late 

eighties.Although apparently a 

chimera, people did say that it 

existed and indeed worked. Well, it's 

true that this design has been around 

for a while, but it's only recently that 

the machine has been truly debugged 

- making it a practical domestic 

proposition. (Even now, as you'll 

discover, it's hardly from the CD 

school of user-friendliness...) 

In truth, the ELP machine you 

see here is the result of a long and 

tortuous development path, one that 

saw it move from Stanford University 

in the United States to Saitama in 

Japan. Originally the brainchild of 

Stanford graduate student Robert E. 

Stoddard, it became the first product 

of Finial Technology (the company he 

set up upon leaving).The first 

working turntable was completed in 

the late 1980s, although wasn't said 

to be of ' usable audio quality' due to 

the severe problems it experienced 

with surface noise. Eventually, 

Stoddard and his team joined Sanju 

Chiba at ELP Corporation in Japan, 

which picked up the not inconsid-

erable tab for productionising the 

design a proper - about $20 million, 

reputedly. 

The machine has been in full 

production in Japan since 1997, with 

1,000 units sold, mainly to broadcast 

studios and record libraries. ELP has 

relied on direct sales from its 

website, but for a specialist product 

like this, it's surely necessary to have 

a UK distributor - which is were 

Laser Vinyl Ltd. come in.The 

company is able to supply UK 

customers, set it up in the home and 

handle spares and servicing 

requirements. as well as give 

specialist advice on its many small 

'characteristics' that make direct 

online distribution such a pain. 

Okay, so it's here and working. 
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the bright stuff: that unique five beam laser pickup 

in all its glory... 

But for what? Why would anyone 

want a laser turntable, especially 

when you consider that its £ 12,000 

retail price would buy a mighty fine 

conventional 'AD' (that's Japan-speak 

for 'Analogue Disc) player... or 

indeed arguably the very best digital 

one, come to that? 

Well, there are three possible 

explanations. One, you have too 

much money and not enough novel 

things on which to spend it.Two, you 

want the convenience that this fully 

automatic, remote controlled, drawer 

loading affords - and can't be 

bothered to seek out a secondhand 

Technics SL I 5.Third, you object to 

the idea of a lump of coal ploughing 

through your precious record 

grooves, and want the infinite life 

and/or the (theoretically) superior 

sound that a laser diode pickup gives. 

Well, if it's the first reason, then 

there are few better things to 'amaze 

your friends and neighbours' - this is 

the audio equivalent to having an 

Aston Martin Vanquish VI2 parked 

on your drive. If it's the second, then 

you must be mightily flush to 

countenance buying this • you could 

also typically lasts 

10,000 hours of 

playback, rather than 

the 500 hours 

recommended for a 

diamond stylus 

GETTING GOING 
The ELP does require 

some setting up, and 

that might at first 

sound daunting 

because we're in 

completely new 

territory here. 

However, compared to 

the palaver of getting a 

conventional 

turntable/arm/cartridge 

combination going, this 

is nothing. Simply 

remove it from its box, 

loosen the transit 

screw from the 

underside, switch on, 

load the calibration 

disc and watch it auto-calibrate - at 

this point, the laser pickup goes 

looking for the physical position of 

the start and end of the LP record. 

"this is the audio equivalent to hav-
ing an Aston Martin Vanquish V12 
parked on your drive". 

buy a Musical Fidelity TriVista SACD 

and replace (or burn to CD) your 

entire LP collection for half the cost 

of this, As for the third, well there's 

mileage in this one.VVith no physical 

contact with the record, the 

turntable claims zero record wear, no 

rumble or background noise of any 

kind, no cartridge induced 

resonances or frequency response 

anomalies, perfect channel 

separation, zero tracking errors, no 

inner groove distortion and no 

skating or jumping! The laser diode 

This done, the display confirms that 

it's ready to go, and you can remove 

the set up disc and feed the deck 

with a music disc.The unit plugs into 

any conventional MM phono input, 

with no need for a ground wire. 

Once operating, the Laser 

Turntable works much like a CD 

player, with play, pause and stop 

controls You can skip from track to 

trad<, fast-scan backward or forward 

and pause, either by the front panel 

controls or by the supplied remote 

control.The left front panel display 

LASER WARS 

At f12,000, the only obvious rival to the ELP 

laser turntable is the Linn Sondek - CD player! So 

how does the LT-2XRC compare to the CD12? 

Well, the fascinating thing is that, the better digi-

tal audio gets, the more 'analogue-like' it sounds, 

and the better LP gets, the more it takes on the 

strengths of digital - in short, the two paths 

begin to converge. Here, we have two identically 

priced laser disc players, one is all digital, the 

other all analogue - and yes, they do sound 

spookily similar in some respects. The CD12 is 

quite warm and expansive in the bass, whereas 

the IT is a tad crisper and yes, tighter - with a 

little less weight but greater dynamic articula-

tion. Midband is more dimensional with the LT, 

but the CD12 sounds more immediate, engaging 

and upfront, just like the Michell reference 

turntable in fact. There's a tad more detail and 

space from the LT, but the CD12 is more musical. 

Still, the upper midband of the IT romps away, 

as this 16/44 PCM's traditional weak point, and 

where vinyl shines. Vocals have a wonderfully 

seamless and organic quality, whereas with the 

CD12 they're close but no cigar. In the treble, the 

Linn is actually 

warmer and 

sweeter, the ELP 

sounding more 

spacious and 

atmospheric but 

with a rather mat-

ter-of-fact tonality. 

Overall, it's a dead 

heat - both are 

seminal bits of kit, 

with redoubtable 

engineering and 

remarkable build 

quality. If I were 

forced to choose, 

I'd have to give it a heck of a lot of thought... 

review 

TRACKING 

As a rule, the laser turntable tracks records very well, 

providing they're clean, but there is provision for a good 

deal of tweaking should you experience problems with 

specific discs. Obviously, this is fiddly with casual listen-

ing, and is designed niore for archiving/transcription use. 

The Variable Scanner Offset moves the laser beams that 

read the audio from the normal position (10 microns 

below the shoulder) to the top part of the groove that was 

not touched by the stylus (but which is more susceptible 

to surface scratches; 5 microns). Its transport is also pro-

grammed to play eccentric records, where the spindle 

hole is off-centre. In some cases, says the manufacturer, 

the mech will even play warped or rippled records (with 

up to 5mm deviation). 

shows the record profile (a graphical 

'map' of the LP surface, including the 

lead-in groove, where it thinks each 

track begins and the run-out groove), 

while the right one shows 

speed, programming, elapsed 

(or remaining) time. On the 

front panel, there are also 

controls to fine-tune the laser 

to troublesome discs [see 

TRACKING], and a noise 

blanker option to help reduce 

clicks and pops in real time, as 

you listen. 

No serious listening is possible 

on the LT-2XRC without first 

ensuring that the record to be played 

is as clean as possible, which is why 

its UK importers Laser Vinyl Ltd. are 

bundling a record cleaning machine. 

To be brutally frank, how ever 

amazing the whiz-bang laser tracking 

system is, it doesn't produce surfaces 

as quiet as a conventional high end 

turntable/ arm/ cartridge 

combination. It's far more sensitive, 

and so without first ensuring that 
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your discs are spotlessly clean and 

then stored in a high quality inner 

(such as Goldring's Exstatic, or 

suchlike), then you'll find 

the noise of used LPs 

intrusive. However, once 

you've got your 'vinyl 

hygiene' routine sorted, 

you'll no longer find it 

cause for concern. 

you do every day, so I was delighted 

to be given the chance. Still, I'd 

expected to be disappointed - after 

all, conventional LP replay equipment 

has now been available for nearly 

sixty years, and they've got it pretty 

right! In the end, I wasn't in the least 

noticed a considerably different 

presentation to my reference deck - 

one that in many ways was signifi-

cantly superior. First, the soundstage 

was brilliantly constructed. Left to 

right, and indeed front to back, image 

location was as good as I've ever 

THE LASER PICKUP 

The laser pickup head is linear tracking; the reader is always positioned 

orthogonal to the groove to replicate the exact tracking of the record cut-

ter, eliminating inner-groove distortion, common with conventional tone 

arm tangency error. The pickup itself uses five laser beams - two track-

ing beams (for left and right channels), two groove reading beams (ditto) 

and a fifth to track the surface of the record and keep the pickup at a 

constant height, which allows for record thickness and any warping. The 

groove beams focus very slightly above the level a physical stylus will 

have travelled, and slightly below the typical depth of surface scratches. 

Because the incident area of the laser beam on the groove is only a 

fourth the contact area of the best stereo stylus (and twenty-six times 

smaller than a mono needle), this works very well as a rule, but the sys-

tem struggles when the record isn't opaque or is pressed from coloured 

or transparent vinyl. 

bit underwhelmed - in fact, it was 

thrilling. 

The listening started with the 

disc that was sitting on my reference 

Michell GyroDec, right next to 
where we'd located the laser 

turntable.The contrast between 

Rush's 'Red Barchetta' through the 

Gyro and the LT-2XRC was striking. 

Somewhat ignominiously, we first had 

to use my Michell as a platform with 

which to clean the disc (with my 

Goldring carbon fibre brush) as 

cleaning is impossible inside the laser 

turntable, thanks to its CD-style 

drawer loading mechanism. So, after 

we'd turned the poor Gyro into a 

kind of post-modern Keith Monks 

machine, popped 'Moving Pictures' in 

the tray, pressed Play and selected 

the track (all by remote control, 

from the comfort of my sofa, I might 

heard it. It had the precision of the 

best CD, but with oodles of extra 

scale and space. Geddy Lee's vocals 

were placed with geometric 

precision within the acoustic. The 

next most arresting aspect of the 

sound was the temporal accuracy. 

Although the LT is a belt drive, the 

lack of dynamic wow (where stylus 

drag creates minute speed fluctu-

ations, especially on the loud, heavily 

modulated passages) was manifest. 

The result was the first belt drive 

that betters the best idler or direct 

drive for bass speed and articulation. 

The DC powered Gyro is no 

slouch in conveying the attack of a 

struck bass drum, but the LT was a 

revelation, with breathtaking speed 

and clarity. Rather than bass guitar 

notes softly slurring into one 

another, you could easily discern the 

"the contrast between the Michell 
GyroDec/ SME/ Koetsu and the EL LT-
2XRC laser turntable was striking..." 

SOUND QUALITY 
Hearing an analogue vinyl disc being 

played by a laser isn't something that 

add), I waited for that opening 

thwack of Neil Peart's snare drums... 

From the very first few bars, I 

individual strings being plucked or 

hit. Next to amaze was Rush's 'The 

Camera Eye', where the tambourine 

sound was quite unlike anything I've 

heard on either LP or CD before. 

While CD's resolution isn't up to 

describing all those delicate 

harmonics chiming away so 

intricately together, no turntable I've 

heard has had the speed stability. The 

LT, however, caught the instrument in 

its entireity - shimmering and jangling 

away just like the real thing. The best 

analogy I can make is the difference 

between an eighties Roksan Xerxes 
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this, the top ELP laser turntable comes with an additional music 

recovery module (below left, below), designed to electronically 

remove noise. It's more for archivists and record libraries than 

audiophiles, however... 

and a 

Linn playing 

plucked steel 

strings on a 

guitar - night and 

day! 

Midband was also superb too, 

although here it was merely different 

- rather than superior - to my 

reference deck (and improvised 

record cleaner). In isolation, the LT's 

brilliant soundstaging and depth 

perspective, allied to superb clarity 

and derailing are disarming, but when 

I switched back to the Gyro. I found 

that the latter was giving a more 

immediate and gripping presentation. 

Step back to the LT and it's like 

you're moving back from the stalls to 

the circle.This makes for a more 

panoramic viewpoint, where you can 

discern a little more detail (because 

you're out of the fray), but obversely, 

you do find it a more cerebral and 

dispassionate experience. 

The Crusaders' 'Street Life' again 

proved the LT's mettle one of the 

tightest, tautest, most accurate and 

'architectural' turntabies yet made. 

Again, its midband amazed with one 

of the cleanest and most neutral 

renditions of Randy Crawford's voice 

I've heard. Just like the very best 

digital [see LASER WARS], it is 

supremely matter-of-fact, as if to say 

'there's her voice in all its glory'.The 

Michell/SME/Koetsu combination was 

more romantic' by comparison, 

more obviously coloured (sepia-

tinged) and emotive ( ironic. 

considering there's an SME tonearm 

involved!).You could suddenly 'hear' 

what that imperfect, compromised 

arm/cartridge combination was 

inflicting on the sound - but 

switching back to the LT, and you 

could also hear what that amazing 

laser pickup was - or wasn't - doing. 

What the LT was missing was a soul. 

Interestingly, if this comparison 

had been made with Ortofon's 

excellent Kontrapunkt C, the sound 

of the two 

decks would 

probably have 

been noticeably more similar.The 

Ortofon is a stunning tracker (better 

than the Koetsu) but has a more 

analytical and dispassionate nature, 

which is far closer to the laser 

turntable. The LT-2XRC is all about 

forensic analysis of what's on the 

disc, which ironically puts it much 

closer in temperament to a digital 

disc player. The ultra high resolution 

of the LP record gives it the edge - 

in some respects - over the best CD 

can muster, but it definitely has a 

similar mechanical precision. Let's say 

it plays music like a Swiss watch - or 

a very expensive Japanese one! 

If the LT's bass is the whole nine 

yards better than the reference 

Gyro, its midband a tad more 

expansive and accurately rendered 

(if a little less emotionally 

articulate), then the only real 

disappointment is its treble. Of 

course. everything I've said about 

its accuracy of timing holds, so hi-

hats, tambourines and triangles 

(for example) have a startling 'ting' 

to then that I've never before 

heard.vet this deck lacks the air, 

space and sweetness of the 

Koetsu-led conventional combo - 

it's not as gloriously colourful and 

feels just a touch too 

workmanlike, in fact, 

the LT doesn't have 

tremendous tonal 

palette of the GyroDec 

- this is one of the 

Kchell's redoubtable 

strengths.While its 

timing isn't as 

irnpecc:able (although 

still superb), the Gyro 

has a more vividly 

coloured window on 

the world.Voices, 

instruments ano 

acoustics have a certain lushness, 

whereas the LT is less flavourful. 

Which is better? Well, as I said, 

they're different.The ELP LT-2XRC 

takes vinyl in the right direction, away 

from colouration, muddle, 

imprecision - and towards scale, 

depth, precision, stability, neutrality; 

to show just what tremendous 

resolution is possible from this 

nineteen fifties format. It makes the 

best conventional deck sound 

obviously compromised, from the 

very second you first set ears on it. 

It's a brilliant, compelling listen.Yet it 

simply doesn't have the ability to 

emote, to sing, like the best conven-

tional decks - nor any of their 

euphonic colouration which some of 

us still rather wish to hang on to. So 

it's not a knockout verdict - hi-fi, and 

analogue especially, is absolutely 

never simple! 

Is it worth it? Yes, I'd say so. But 

simply in the sense that if you're rich 

and committed enough to 

contemplate spending £ 12,000 on a 

turntable such as this, you'll not be 

disappointed.The trouble is, almost 

comparable results (with a few weak 

points, and a few bonuses) can be 

had from the best conventional deck 

at around one third of the price. 

Maybe the 'value' question doesn't 

really enter into it though, as this is 

one of the most resoundingly clever 

technological feats in hi-fi. Quad ESL-

57, Philips CD 100, Nakamichi 

Dragon, ELP LT-2XRC... 

NEXT MONTH. IEEE I CHNOLOGY 

VERDICT ••••• 
Nothing less than a seminal techno-
logical and manufacturing achievement. 

ELP LT-2XRC 

Laser Vinyl Ltd. 

www.laser-vinyl.com 

www.laserturntable.com 

£10,500 

REFERENCE SYSTEM 

Michell GyroDec/ SME Series IV/ Koetsu Red turntable 

World Audio KLP-P1 tube phono preamplifier 

World Audio K5881 (modified) tube power amplifier 

Quad ESL-989 loudspeakers 

Townshend Maximum Supertweeters 

HISTORY 

BSR of the UK establishes BSR Japan. 

BSR Japan changes its name to CTI Japan 

CTI Japan acquires rights from Finial company of the US 

Announcement first models: LT- 1L ( US S20,000), LT- 1X ( US S30,000) 

ELP changes name to WEL Corporation, establishes ELP Corporation 

new model range launched 

SPECIFICATIONS [QUOTED] 

Frequency response: 

Channel Separation: 

Output: 

Distortion: 

S/N Ratio: 

Wow Er Flutter: 

Speeds: 

Record sizes: 

Size: 

Weight: 

20Hz - 25kHz 

>25 dB ( 20 — 20,000Hz, DIN 45 543 Test Record) 

4.3mVrins 5cm/s lkHz Lateral 

9.7mVrins 8cm/s lkHz 45 Left or Right modulation 

11.3cm/s lkHz Lateral 

<0.5% DIN45 543 lkHz Ref. Level 

>55dB (Weighted) Ref. Level 

<0.07% VVRMS 

30 — 5Orpm: 0.1rpm steps 

60 — 9Orprn: 0.2rpm steps 

470x480x170min 

19kg 
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poorer sounds 
As recently as five years ago, DVD was an expensive and glamorous pursuit. Now though, 
prices have plunged, and as one of the format's greatest exponents, Denon has found buyers 
chasing ever cheaper products. The new £129 DVD-1710 is its response, but how does it 

figure in the great scheme of DVD things, and what exactly do you lose when you opt for 
such a modest machine? Patrick Cleasby put it against Denon's very own flagship £1,600 
DVD-A11 to find out... 

ere we have two Denon 

machines from either 

extreme of the compa-

ny's range. My mission - 

which 1 chose to accept - 

was to find out how 

much commonality, and how much 

difference there is in design, function-

ality and performance terms. 

On first taking the brand new 

DVD-1710 out of the box, it 

becomes immediately apparent how 

Denon has been able to release such 

a ridiculously cheap (sorry, I mean 

'affordable') DVD player. This is not, 

after all, a brand we expect to see 

competing with those frightful 'petrol 

station forecourt machines' - but the 

company has obviously taken the 

view that it has to, as that's where 

most of the sales are. Compared to 

the vast bulk of its biggest brother, 

which costs over ten times as much, 

the unit is as light as feather - you 

can waft it around in one hand. Try 

that with the DVD-A I 1 and you'd 

snap your wrist off... 

The case is made of lightweight 

metal, and the slimline fascia (75mm 

high) from moulded plastic. However 

we are not in Big W DVD player 

territory quite yet.The styling and 

colouring (silver or black are 

available) is ever so slightly 

reminiscent of the posher end of the 

family, and build quality seems decent 

enough compared to 'supermarket 

specials'. However the cheapness of 

the finish does mean the 1710 lacks 

the desirability factor common to so 

much Denon kit, The quality of the 

DVD-All solidity, build and finish is 

really in a completely different 

league, as you'd expect! 

The main selling point of the 

DVD-1710 is its videophile 

performance. It fairly boggles my 

mind that we are now seeing PAL 

progressive capable devices at this 

price point. Hardly six years ago you 

would buy a DVD player with a 

fraction of the facilities of this player 

for four times the price. But the 

targeting of this machine towards the 

video market means that Denon has 

not tried to extend universal player 

capabilities this far down the range. 

The now ubiquitous MP3/VVMA/JPG 

on a writeable or rewriteable disc 

option is accommodated however. 

Connections are standard and basic; 

single RGB Scart, S-video, 

Composite, analogue stereo out, and 

S/PDIF on either coaxial or optical 

connections. Only the component 

out has the slightest whiff of the 

exotic, and even that is now 

becoming common on poverty spec 

machines. 

One of the most amusing points 

of comparison between these players 

is the remarkable similarity between 

the remote units. Both are white 

buttons on black, laid out simply, with 

the only real difference being the 

additional Universal player- related 

functionality for the DVD-All. In fact 

on pure physical form I probably 

prefer the control for the cheaper 

player! The loading tray and drawer 

mechanism are of satisfactory quality 

too.The simple LED display is 

pleasingly basic — like going back to 

primitive CD players of many moons 

ago. On-screen displays are attrac-

tively presented and reasonably 

comprehensive. Switching audio 

tracks is achieved with ease. 

Once the machine was set up, a 

quick perusal of the menus revealed 

setup to be very simple and intuitive 

indeed — the simple four tabs of 

options aping the similar presen-

tation of the DVD-All's menus, 

without all the complexities of 

multichannel digital connection 

options to surmount.Thankfully the 

box is shipped with the dynamic 

range control option set to off. The 

menu background is a bit tacky 

though — the Denon logo is to be 

found in the centre of a tastefully 

muted violet screen, but surrounded 

by the signifiers "Sports", "Romance", 

"Fantasy" et cetera in horribly cheap-

looking fonts. 

PERFORMANCE 
My aim was to get video 

performance comparisons out of the 

way, (this is a hi-fi magazine after all), 

and then concentrate on working 

through the possible music playback 

audio options. As per usual my 

slightly dated TV setup only allowed 

me to test up to RGB Scart quality 

level, but on a 37" CRT TV this was 

sufficient to reveal a remarkably 

refined image quality at the price, 

although certainly not as breath-

taking as when I first cast my eyes on 

the pictures output from the DVD-
Al I. 

I tested using the same 'David 

Gilmour at the RFH' footage which 

blew me away on the All. Colour is 
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rendered slightly less vividly, and 

there is a lower level of clarity and 

detail, but overall performance is so 

much more than adequate just the 

same.This is the benefit of 12bit 

54MHz video DACs, but they just 

can't beat the massed converters 

working at four times the sampling 

rate in the DVD-Al 

Denon claims that the use of 

technology from higher up the range 

means that audio playback from both 

CD and DVD should be better than 

that achieved by budget machines 

with less hi-fi breeding. However a 

spin on the 1710 of'Waiting For The 

Miracle' from Leonard Cohen's The 

Future' reveals the characteristic flat 

sound of CD playback on a DVD 

machine, palpably lacking the detailed 

imaging and the extension to 

Cohen's basso profundo vocal which 

the DVD-All is capable of supplying. 

Through its own analogue outputs, 

the magic of this sinuous song is lost 

on the budget player, it is simply 

nowhere near as musical. Of course, 

you'd not expect it to be - and 1 have 

to say that it was still an order of 

magnitude better than the 'off the 

back of a lorry' no-name brand 

Chinese cheapos. 

It is rarely trumpeted that the 

DVD-Video specification allows for 

24/96 audio, but with its 24/192 

audio DACs and the ability to output 

S/PDIF at 24/96 (although 

downsampling to 48kHz is 

performed if copyright control is 

detected, and you can also force 

output to 48kHz if you need to in 

the audio set up menu), this is the 

best chance the 1710 is going to get 

to match the DVD-Audio quality 

performance of the 'A II. 

The problem is that there is not 

a huge amount of test material. Mr. 

Gilmour weighs in with 24/48 LPCM 

on DVD-Video, and after that it is a 

matter of finding DVD-Audios with 

video segments bearing 24/96 stereo 

tracks. If in doubt, fall back on 'A 

Night At The Opera', or resort to 

making some of your own! Gilmour's 

acoustic intro to 'Shine On...' 

exhibits a rich and lifelike tone on 

the DVD-All that exposes the 

relative thinness of the 1710's sound 

in comparison.The same realism 

deficit is apparent in the piano sound 

on 'Love of My Life' from the Queen 

classic. 

Once we move into auditioning 

DVD-Audio discs the comparison 

becomes even more unfair — full 

bitrate Dolby Digital 5.1 can sound 

OK on surround music discs, but 

when you have the ability to 

compare it to the MLP version of the 

same mix on the real reason why 

lossy compression systems can never 

match lossless becomes apparent. 

Once again acoustic guitars are the 

key, as the enveloping parts on the 

title track of Dar Williams' The 

Beauty Of The Rain' DVD-Audio 

become brittle sounding and their 

placement less convincing in their 

Dolby guise. 

DTS is becoming more and more 

prevalent on both movie and music 

DVD-Videos, but the best test is 

always studio surround mixes.A spin 

of the delicate ' Heart Attack in a 

Layby' from the trusty Porcupine 

Tree DVD-Audio disc reveals the 

1710 to be highly capable of 

producing a tonal quality and a 

surround field which is much closer 

to the MLP version. DTS also proves 

very effective on film material such 

as Lord Of The Rings. However this 

is as much to do with the superiority 

of DTS to Dolby Digital as anything 

else. 

Of course there is no possibility 

of playing an SACD on the 1710 as 

anything other than a CD, so if that is 

a requirement you will need to look 

higher up the range for a 

universal player. In trying 

to assess the worth or 

otherwise of spending 

that extra grand and a 

half for the DVD-All it 

is impossible to ignore 

the fact that very few 

potential purchasers 

would be interested in it 

purely as a DVD player. 

Most will be specifically 

interested in its ability to 

play both varieties of 

lossless high-resolution 

surround with equal 

aplomb. 

While I wouldn't 

hesitate to recommend 

the DVD- I 710 to those 

after decent audio 

performance on a tight 

budget in a video 

application, the lack of 

any significant volume of 

24 bit material for such 

players means that 24 bit 

playback is reduced to 

an occasional party trick. 

Even on this most level 

playing field of DVD-

Video 24 bit playback 

the All's realism far exceeds the 

1710's. Ultimately CD playback 

decides it - there is still a place for 

high-end Universal players, if not for 

listening to the new surround 

formats at least to try and crack that 

eternal problem — how to obtain 

more than semi-decent CD sound 

from a DVD-video machine. Despite 

claims to the contrary Denon have 

not yet got there at budget level. 

CONCLUSION 
As you'd expect, the DVD-I 710 is no 

'magic button' to high end audio-

video performance at a fraction of 

the price.There's a vast, swingeing 

difference between it and the £ 1,600 

DVD-All in so many ways. However, 

in the context of its own place in the 

market, the 1710 is no less 

accomplished than the mighty All in 

its. Performance is superb relative to 

price rivals, and its video and 

surround sound abilities are 

redoubtable. Given the choice of 

spending £75 for a supermarket 

special and £ 130 for this, it's a 

complete no-brainer... 

VERDICT •••• 
No shortcut to the high end, but its 
video and Ito a lesser extent) audio 
performance are superb considering the 
bargain-basement price. An essential 
alternative to cheap supermarket DVD 
players. 

DEMON DVIIMIMPS 

'B,ON 

T+44 (0)1234 741 200 

www.denon.co.uk 

REFERENCE SYSTEM 

Denon DVD-A11 DVD player 

Denon AVC-A1SRA AV receiver 

Monitor Audio GR2 Et GR Centre 

loudspeakers 

MEASURED PERFORMANCE 
The Denon DVD-1710 has a distinctive 
frequency response our analysis shows, 
where below 500Hz there's a plateau 
low frequency lift of around + 0.2dB. 

Together with a small amount of treble 
roll down the player will likely sound 
quite full bodied and smooth in contrast 
to others. Distortion levels were low as 
CD goes, if not up with the best, the 
EIAJ dynamic range value of 108dB 
reflecting this. Top players manage 
111dB or thereabouts, mainly due to, • 
lower quantisation noise levels in th 
midband. 

There was some random (non 
signal related) jitter on the output, 
peaking at around 2.6nS, but with 
budget players this is to be expected. 
Denon's more expensive machines are 
jitter free. Output was normal at 2.1V. 

The DVD-1710 is a neat little DV 

video player (no DVD Audio) that w 
well enough with CD, providing a ti 

set of test results. NK 

Frequency response 
Distortion (CD) 
OdB 
-6dB 
-60dB 
-80dB 

4Hz - 20.8kHz 

omp 

Separation 
1kHz 
20kHz 
Noise ( IEC A) 
Dynamic range 
Output 

right 
47 
47 

-117dB 

108dB 
2.1V 

62 frequency (Hz) 25k 

Distortion 
0.03-. 

thd 
(%) 

° 1 k frequency (Hz) 
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smooth operator 

Relative newcomer Myryad already boasts an impressive 
portfolio. The new £1,100 MXI2800 is the latest addition to its flagship amplifier range... 

or a company that was only 

started in 1995, Myryad has 

come a long way. There's 

now three ranges of prod-

ucts, each containing a 

selection of amplifiers, CD 

and DVD players and tuners, Top of 

the tree is the MX-range and it's the 

smaller integrated, the MXI2080, 

which we focus on here. 

At first glance the 9mm 

aluminium front panel looks good, 

and is nicely offset by a flush volume 

control and blue display.Take a closer 

look, though, and there are a few 

annoying flaws with the finish.The 

front panel may look smart and 

curvaceous, but its corners are 

sharp. Secondly, where the lid folds 

around the back of the amp', it leaves 

two gaps in each corner. Finally, there 

are a number of exposed screw 

heads and bolts on the under 

carriage, which could easily catch 

unwary fingers. This may sound petty, 

but when rivals such as the Naim 

Nait Si [see RIVALS] can do better 

for £400 less, then there really is no 
excuse... 

The highly flexible menu system 

gives the user the option to set the 

balance, kill the display, relabel the 

source settings and even adjust the 

input level for each of the line- inputs! 

I was less keen on the 'digital' 

volume level though, which appeared 

to have very little effect between 

—80dB and —35dB. It does at least 

have a memory setting below —20dB 

and a reset position above that, thus 

avoiding unintentional initial volume 

bursts. Connectivity is superb - as 

well as five inputs and two tape 

loops, there is an additional 'direct 

input'. Sources can't be recorded 

from this, but it should give 

marginally superior sound quality to 

the other line inputs. 

Inside, the MXI2080 follows the 

fashionable route of a dual-mono 

configuration for the power amp' 

stage.The twin boards are fed by a 

meaty toroidal power supply, and 

each feature a duo of 6800uf 

capacitors. The preamp section 

benefits not only from its own board, 

but also its own mini-toroidal PSU. 

Rather unusually, there is no internal 

contact between the pre and power 

amp' sections.To link them together, 

you use the supplied cables at the 

rear, external, face.The preamp has 

its own outputs and, last but not 

least, there are bi-amp' outs. If you 

decide to take the later route, then a 

matching MXA2080 power amp' is 
available for £800. 

SOUND QUALITY 
With my CD player plugged into the 
direct input, I began by listening to 

The Divine Comedy's 'Come Home 

Billy Bird'.The MXI2080 tackled the 

piece with great dexterity and a real 

sense of balance and flow. Detail 

retrieval and separation were both 

above average, and there was fine 

texture given to individual 

instruments. Bass levels were good, 

but not the most thunderous. Indeed, 

even something like a NAD C370 or 

Marantz PM7200KI would eclipse the 

M YR YA D 

Myryad here. In itself, that wouldn't 
be so much of a problem, but the 

soft bass response also led to rather 

slow timing. In short, it meant the 

music didn't quite have the pace or 

excitement it deserved. Instead, it 

had excellent refinement and a 

particularly cohesive presentation. 

With Dr John's 'Marie Lavear' 

there was a similar emphasis on 

refinement.Vocals were particularly 

smooth, with no trace of excessive 

sibilance. Indeed, such was the 

beguiling nature of the mid-range, 

that one could easily have believed 

this to be a Class-A amplifier. The 

rest of the performance, though, 

wasn't quite up to par. Bass had fair 

weight and body, but was again too 

soft. Once more, this slowed the 

timing, and made the song less 

involving than it should have been. 

This, after the previous performance, 

I had expected, but the somewhat 

imprecise sound staging was more of 

a surprise.The Myryad seemed to 

have a problem holding Dr John's 

vocal dead centre although, as I 

hadn't heard this before, I'm 

prepared to put this one down as a 

recording issue. 

If anything, the MXI2080 was 

simply too refined with Sheryl 

Crow's cover version of 'Sweet Child 

Of Mine'. Crow's vocals sounded 

sweet, but too syrupy and rounded 

to be truly believable.The staging 

issues with Dr John must have been 

a one off, as the amp' had no such 

problems here. Indeed, one of its 

strengths was to layer and position 
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review 

instruments with ease and c.arity. 

That having been said, the percussion 

needed more bite and attack, no 

matter how detailed it was. Similarly, 

the violin could have used a little 

more verve. I would have happily 

swapped some of its sweet timbre 

for a more earthy, resonant sound. 

Over all, the song was nicely detailed 

and well integrated, but the lack of 

attack and bite made it sound 

strangely soulless. 

A pattern seemed to be 

emerging here, showing that the 

Myryad was less happy with pacey or 

dynamic pieces. 'Seven Nation Army' 

by che White Stripes pressed the 

point home. It was good to hear all 

the recording detail within the piece, 

but the balance was too polite.The 

guitar had a fine sense of resonant 

detail, but sat too far back within the 

mix. It needed to be pushed further 

forward in the mix and have a 

sharper. Naim-like, drive for it to be 

truly convincing. Equally, the drums 

lacked a sense of snap and the 

cymbals really didn't have quite 

enough bite. Of course, although this 

may all sound rather negative, you 

may well have a personal preference 

for this type of sound. I could 

certainly see it suiting the more 

'forward" sounding 'speakers partic-

ularly well.Yet with an already 

smooth system. I would find the 

sound bland. 

So, the MXI2080 is no rocker, 

but how does it fare on classical? 

Vaughan Williams', English Folk Song 

Suite, made for a superior synergy 

between amp' and music.The piece 

ebbed and flowed just as it should in 

the best English pastoral tradition. 

Subtle detail was delivered faithfully, 

and the triangle sounded absolutely 

crystalline.Yet, even here, there 

occasionally appeared to be a lack of 

dynamic headroom.The sound failed 

to soar, when it was obliged to, and it 

felt as though the scale of sound was 

somewhat compressed. if you could 

focus upon an instrument as the 

cause of this, then I would put it 

down mostly to the 

timpani arum, which simply 

sounded too softly 

portrayed. 

CONCLUSION 
The Myryad MXI2080 isn't 

going to suit everyone. 

Where it is undeniably at 

the front of the field is in 

its connectivity. I can think 

of few stereo amps, at ary 

price, chat can better the 

Myryad here. In other areas 

though. the MXI2080 is less assured. 

Whilst it looks good and is generally 

well finished, there are a few 

annoying flaws that really shouldn't 

be there on an amp' of this price. 

YESTERDAY ONCE MORE 
Interestingly, Myryad's MXI2080 is related 

to Arcam's late, great A60 integrated 

amplifier (see p50) in two ways. First, the 

2080 retains all the core values of the 

classic amplifier - lest we forget, the A60 

pretty much defined the concept of a high 

fidelity, do-it-all mid price integrated 

amplifier with built-in upgradeability all 

those years back in 1976. This should 

come as no surprise perhaps, because • 

secondly - the man behind the A60 is th 

man behind Myryad. The company's 

Technical Director Chris Evans was an 

original founder-director of AbR 

Cambridge (nee Arcam), and subsequently 

went on to NAD. Myryad Systems Limited 

launched in 1996, with design, administra-. 

tion and manufacturing facilities in 
Waterlooville in Ham shire. Although not 

the big 

name in 

UK, it expo 

some 90% 

its produc 

to custome 

in 40 coun-

tries. 

VERDIC 11•11•11£ 
Smooth, refined and detailed sound, let 
down by a lack of drive and pace. Finish 
Spoils an otherwise pretty design. 

YAD MX12080 

YAD 

44 ( 0) 23 9226 5508 

.m ad.comk 

FOR 

- Refined sound quality 

- Superb connectivity 

- Handsome styling 

AGAINST 

- Lacks pace 

- Finish flaws 

- Patchy ergonomics 

THE RIVALS 

These fall into two categories: the all-rounder integrated elite 

and the oddities. From the first camp come the Arcam FMJ32 

(£1,150) and the Roksan Caspian M-Series (£ 1,000). Both 

amplifiers offer a similar blend of features and power to the 

MXI2080 and, as such, are natural rivals. In my opinion, though, 

both prove to be that bit more consistent with a wider variety 

of music. They are also both better finished. More unusual, but 

still competitive, choices would be Sugden's A21a (£ 1,020), the 

PrimaLuna Prologue One valve amp' (£800), and the ever ready 
Naim Nait 5i (£ 700). The Sugden is the closet sonic match here, 

but manages to do the whole Class-A thing just that bit more 

convincingly. The Naim on the other hand shows how music 

can be delivered with vigour without sacrificing ultimate refine-

ment. It also costs £400 less... 

••••• 0 J0-0-0-0— -0-0-0-0-01C; 

The casing and standby 

switch, in particular, need 

attention. Sound is good 

but not universally so. 

Refinement and detail 

retrieval are strong 

points. If you enjoy a 
smooth sound, or have 

bright sounding 

ancillaries, then the 

MXI2080 is well worth 

an audition. Others will, 

however, find that the 

sense of refinement is 

taken just too far, ard 

results in an overly 

polite sound that lacks 

drive and pace. It is of 

course dependant on 

music choice, but the 

Myryad's beguihng mid-

range isn't always 

enough.A good amplifier 

then, but given the price, 

it wouldn't quite be my 

first port of call. 

MEASURED PERFORMANCE 
The MXI 2080 delivered 90W into 
8ohms and clipped cleanly, but output 
voltage swing into 4ohms fell, limiting 
power to 132W, a little less than 
expected. All the same, the 2080 looked 
very composed even into this load, 
clipping cleanly. 

Frequency response measured flat 
within 1dB from 4Hz up to 71kHz, so 
high resolution data from SACO and 
DVD-A will be handled properly. The 
volume control introduced did not look 
very clean or elegant when measuring 
noise and gain initially would jump up 
when turning down, a not uncommon 
problem. At 330mV sensitivity was 
adequately high for most sources, 
including older tuners and cassette 
decks. 

Distortion levels were very low at 
all frequencies and power outputs, a 
worst case figure of 0.008% being 
recorded when delivering near full 
output at 10kHz. 

The MXI 2080 measures well, 

although its volume control action was 
a bit less than perfect. Otherwise it 
turns in a good set of results. NK 

Power 
CD/tuner/aux. 
Frequency response 
Separation 
Noise 
Distortion 
Sensitivity 
dc offset 

10k frequency (Hz) 

90watts 

4Hz-71kHz 
88dB 
-91dB 

0.006% 
330mV 

0.3/2.6mV 

60k 
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sixty, somethi 
Regular readers will know of our undying love for NAD's 3020, but there's something that 
exceeds even this in our classic integrated amplifier estimation - meet the father of the 
modern British black box (and distant cousin of Myryad's MXI2080 reviewed in this issue), 
the A&R Cambridge A60... 

B
ack in the mid seventies, 
the UK hi-fi market was a 

very different thing. At the 

affordable end of the mar-

ket, names like Pioneer, 

Sony, JVC, Hitachi and 

Wharfedale ruled the hi-fi showroom 

shelves, whereas further up, KEF. 

Quad,Tannoy and Celestion pre-

vailed.The likes of Linn and Naim 

had yet to enter the lexicon - even 

at the high end, Japanese manufactur-

ers were thriving; that country's 

audio industry beginning its ' harvest 

years' of international audio 

supremacy. In the shadow of all this, 

small UK specialists (sound familiar?) 

such as Lecson, Nytech and A&R 

Cambridge were knocking on the 

outside looking in... 

It was indeed a competitive 

market in which to launch a new 

product, but the brand new 

Amplification and Recording 

Company (Cambridge) Ltd., felt it 

had something special.The story had 

begun in John Dawson's room at 

Trinity College Cambridge back in 

197I.With his friend Brian Whitnall, 

John began making amplifier modules 

for friends, When classical guitarist 

John Williams visited the town to 

play Rodrigo's Concerto for Guitar 

and Orchestra, he needed reliable 

live amplification which sounded 

great. John duly obliged. Brian 

subsequently moved away, but John 

subsequently bumped into one Chris 

Evans at a Tape Recording Society 

meeting. In 1975 the two friends 

of the best British competition and 

was built as well as any of the 

Japanese rivals. Indeed, in a world 

where a number of UK designed 

niche products (names withheld to 

protect the guilty) were prone to 

spontaneously self-combust more 

easily than a Spinal Tap drummer, its 

unique sales point was that 

superlative construction quality, giving 

the copper-bottomed reliability for 

"the A&R Cambridge A60 trod an 
unusually sensible path..." 

decided to make a hi-fi amplifier 

together, and in September 1976 the 

£140 A&R A60 was born. 

SUCCESS! 
The company became limited in 

February 1977, when they'd sold 

about 50 amplifiers. Despite its 

rather sober ' English' styling 

(remember this was the age of 

massive Japanese brushed aluminium 

monsters), its sound was the match 

which Arcam would become 

synonymous. 

Indeed, the secret of this 

amplifier's success was down to 

three things - the aforementioned 

sonics and reliability allied to a 

particularly well judged feature set. 

While the Japanese were fighting a 

war to populate every last square 

millimetre of their products' front 

panels with vast, spun aluminium 

knobs offering some dubious 
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Arcam Alpha One borrowed much from the AU, except the clumsy eighties-tastic styling! 

function or another ( ink mix.ng', 

'presence', etc.), and the new breed 

of Brits were going in precisely the 

opposite way (volume, source and 

err, that's it), the A&R Cambridge 

A60 trod an unusually sensible path - 

useful tone controls, balance, a high 

filter and a mono button. 

Unsurprisingly perhaps, the 

amplifier was a runaway success - a 

decade later it had sold no less that 

32,000 units.This is small beer to the 

Japanese, but for a specialist hi-fi 

product, the first design from a start-

up, it was astonishing. One reason for 

this was that every couple of years, 

the A60 had been discretely 

upgraded with, variously, minor 

circuit modifications, a change from 

DIN to RCA phono connectors, a 

better phono stage and beefier 

components.The obvious thing to do 

was to consolidate its success, and so 

the matching £ 190 T21 tuner soon 

appeared, and then the £655 

C200/SA200 pre-power combination. 

Offering extensive facilities, i 00W 

RMS per channel ard a neat wood 

sleeve it was a fine amplifier, but still 

struggled in what was now a Nairn-

dominated British high end market. 

Indeed, it was interesting that 

A&R struggled with taking the brand 

upmarket. Perhaps it was the fact 

that the A60 had become so firmly 

entrenched as the ultimate mid-price 

integrated, which made the job so 

difficult, as high end buyers wanted 

exclusivity to match superb sonics. 

So A&R moved into other territories, 

introducing a range of phono 

cartridges offering exactly the same 

magic formula as the original A60 

amp.The £ 14.95 C77, £39.90 P77 

and £69.00 P78 were A&R designed, 

Japanese built cartridges using 

interchangeable styli, making for an 

easy and inexpensive upgrade path. 

Next A&R tackled loudspeakers, and 

the Arcam One was born. An 

expensive (£299) high quality stand-

mounter, it featured an A&R 

designed, Elac-sourced 200mm 

Cobex mid/bass unit and an A&R 

PRICES 

Thanks to that slightly awkward styling perhaps, A&R A60s are extremely affordable these 

days, making them brillte-nt budget buys. The fine build quality and excellent manufacturer 

support makes them all the more convincing a purchase. Expect to pay as little as £ 25 for 

early examples with DIN sockets, up to £ 125 for final run-out models with black wood 

sleeies in mint condition and the original box and manual. Either will perform convincingly, 

the later versions adding a touch more detail, dynamics and bass grip. In fact, even if you're 

not after an amplifier at all, the A60 will work great as a budget phono stage - only the likes 

of a Trichord Dino ( at £250) will truly better it! 

modified 25mm Vifa tweeter. 

Although highly accomplished mid-

price designs, again they failed to 

capture buyers' imaginations like the 

A60 had. So it was back to amplifiers 

for A&R. 

Such was the A60's 'halo effect', 

that it gave the newly renamed 

plastic fascia, something that would 

never be acceptable today. Still, the 

Alpha was one of the best at its 

price, so much so that it 

overshadowed its older brother. In 

1988, it was time for the A60 to bow 

out, to be replaced by the altogether 

more swish Delta 60. Still, something 

"no other amplifier ever quite caught A&R's 
original integrated's magic formula - with one 
remarkable exception. " 

'Arcam a fillip into the budget 

integrated market in the early 

eighties. Just as the A60 had had 

everything its own way in the sub-

£250 mid-price sector, so NAD's 

redoubtable 3020 was cleaning up in 

the budget arena. 

After its 

lukewarm success 

in high end 

amplification, 

Arcam decided 

that it too 

wanted a piece of 

high volume 

budget action, 

and the Alpha 

One was born. 

Retail;ng for 

E I 29, it shared 

much with A60 

and didn't sound 

at all dissimilar. 

The obvious cost-

cutting was the 

cheap moulded 

seemed to be lacking. No other 

amplifier ever quite caught A&R's 

original integrated's magic formula - 

with one remarkable exception, the 

Audiolab 8000a, which is (as they 

say) another story... 

SOUND QUALITY 

Although this amplifier was tweaked quite extensively over its 12 years at the top, 

its essential character remained - smooth and powerful yet enjoyably musical. The 

A60's name was supposed to allude to its rated power (2x3OW RMS), although 

everyone who ever listened to it said it sounded louder. It was big hearted and con-

fient, yet never coarse or abrasive in the way that its Japanese competition could 

be. Indeed, you could call it quintessentially English - competent, polite and refined. 

Bass was strong and tuneful, although it lacked the sledgehammer clout of price 

rivals like Pioneer's SA-7800 integrated or the grippy articulation of Naim's 42/110 

pre-power. Midband was open and detailed, with just a slight ' brightly lit' quality 

that help it image confidently in front of the plane of the speakers. Treble was 

pleasantly rich, never ever descending into fatigue despite the upfront midband. It 

was rhythmically engaging, although never in the sanie class as Naim's Nait, and 

its useful power reserves gave it fine dynamics by class standards. Overall, it was 

an amplifier that could partner anything from the original Spendor BC1s to the later 

Linn Kans. A classy phono input - built in the days when it was assumed that this 

was part and parcel of the amplifier's whole performance - completed a brilliant 

package. 
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he 'BBC' LS3/5a is a loud-

speaker that made both 

friends and foes with con-

summate ease. Some loved 

its explicit midband, others 

hated its profoundly limited 

frequency extremes.These days, this 

classic transducer has become the 

stuff of legend, but the philosophy 

lives on. Spendor's Philip Swift (previ-

ously of Lentek and Audiolab fame) 

says, "the S3/5 is very popular in Asia, 

USA and Germany. In these markets 

many fans of the vintage BBC LS3/5a 

mini-monitor consider the new 

Spendor S3/5se to be a better, more 

enjoyable and far more capable loud-

speaker - a true successor". 

indeed, it is a thoroughly modern 

LS3/5a; redesigned. but retaining the 

original cabinet dimensions of 

305x I 65x190mm.The solid (4.7kg) 

cabinets are constructed from thin 

panels said to aid dissipation of 

unwanted resonances and 

congestion.Taking the grille off you 

can see attention to detail with cut-

outs for the drivers being circular, 

not squared off. Fit and finish are 

neat, without rough edges, and the 

drive units themselves are adroitly 

attached into the cabinet with 

refreshing use of alien bolts and 

screws instead of the perpetually ugly 

wood screws (the one aesthetic flaw 

in the costlier and otherwise 

beautiful Cremona Auditor 

standmount by Sonus Faber, for 

example). 

This 'se' version claims higher 

specification over the standard S3/5, 

with selected components for 

improved performance.They are 

evolved with superior crossovers and 

a 19mm Scanspeak tweeter replacing 

the Vifa type.They handle an extra 55 

watts power and are theoretically an 

easier drive thanks to claimed 

minimum impedance of 6 ohms 

instead of the S3/5's 4.9 ohm 

minimum. The rear panels have four 

gold-plated binding posts and the 

supplied bridging plates (for single 

wiring) are easily removed to 
facilitate biwiring/ biamping. Usefully, 

a three-page guide is supplied, devoid 

of hyperbole, concentrating instead 

on helping set-up, positioning - this is 

a pleasure. 

SOUND DUALITY 
Spendor recommends between 

2-2.4m apart and away from corners 

with toe-in and stand height around 

650mm. I preferred them 500mm 

clear from rear walls, used atop 

stands of my own design (metal 

plates, two 18-mm thick C/BB birch 

Conventionally box shaped 
but less cumbersome than 
most, Spendor's supremely 
petite S3/5se attempts to 
resolve the problem of 
sharing one's living space 
with a hi-fi system. Channa 
Vithana listens in... 

ply layers: 650x205x258mm). 

Spatiality is the S3/5se's musical 

highlight. Their ability to transport 

you with ease into the music (with 

everything in its right place, a clean 

widescreen naturalness and a sense 

of air around instruments) is 

immediately manifest. Just as with the 

LS3/5as, they perform that grin-

inducing trick of dissolving into 

space, even in fairly large rooms. 

Suddenly, it feels like you're listening 

to an acoustic, as opposed to two 

loudspeakers fixed in particular 

points in your room. 

The second most obvious 

attribute of the Spendors is the 

surprising bass handling ability.Their 

LF performance successfully straddles 

the fine line between exuberant and 

overblown. Small closed box 

speakers such as these are invariably 

considered skilfully fast, providing 

nice but limited bass - so I thought 

Kraftwerk's 'Tour De France 

Soundtracks' would be an intriguing 

experiment, with its copious 

quantities of low frequencies.The 

opening thirty seconds was 

deliciously flush and thoroughly 

sumptuous, yet decently fleet of foot 

too. Of course, these speakers don't 

go down really low, but they're 

surprisingly well extended 

considering the physical size, and 

quite fast and pacey too. 

Treble is generally very couth 

and smooth, if a little shut-in (a la the 

original LS3/5a), but I did initially 

experience some problems.AC/DC's 

remastered 'Back In Black' was 

rather good until it came to the lead 

guitar, which displayed annoying 

shrillness. Frustrated at this well 

produced slice of classic rock not 

sounding complete. I experimented 

by replacing the supplied Spendor 

bridging plates with equal pairings of 
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DESIGN 
MATTERS 
Channa Vithana talks to 

Spendor's Philip Swift 

CV: The cabinet is thin walled and heavily 

damped, what dimensions, material are used? 

PS: The side, top and bottom panels are 9-mm MDF 

with thick 6-mm bitumen damping panels. 

What damping material are used inside? 

A special low reflectivity acoustic grade foam. It is a 

soft polyether based material. 

What is the tweeter chamfered opening? 

The chamfered opening around the tweezer dome is 

a critical part of the acoustic design, it has a najor 

effect on the on-off axis frequency response of the 

tweeter, variations of a fraction of a mm would affect 

the technical performance and sound. 

The tweeter is described as a Spendor-

Scanspeak type... 

Although expensive, when compared witn many high 

performance tweeters investigated by Spendor. at the 

time, this particular Scanspeak model (one of a small 

family of I9-mm tweeters) stood head and shou'ders 

above the rest in technical performance arid sound 

as well as in unit to unit consistency. Without this 

consistency, the very close tolerance pair matching 

and repeatable performance from speaker to 

speaker, which all Spendor loudspeakers have always 

offered, would have been impossible to achieve. 

How is it made? 

The tweeter has a I9-mm soft dome with ferrofluid 

coding (for good linear power handling) tor the 

lightweight voice coil assembly. The rear of the dome 

is loaded into a damped chamber, which is then 

vented into a second damped acoustic chamberThis 

ensures no back reflection of sound which can lead 

to time smearing, it also reduces and lowers the 

fundamental resonant frequerKy of the drive unit 

which has a significant effect on the clarity and 

,ntegration of sound ir the lower mid-band. 

What construction is the mid/bass driver? 

The chassis is a rigid glass reinforced polypropylene 

injection moulding with a built in magnet back plate. 

The cone is a critically profiled black homopolymer 

(polypropylene).The surround is a very stable 

synthetic butyl rubber The 8-ohm voice coil is 

wound on a 25-mm dameter high temperature 

Kapton former, The dust cap has an influence on the 

sound and it was deliberately designed to maintain 

the 'BBC sound'. 

What is homopolymer? 

Polypropylene, and in case of the S3/5se bass-mid 

drive unit, a filled homopolymer, is more ngid and is 

also self damped giving a much better technica, 

performance and predictable acoustic performance. 

The cone is lighter to achieve higher efficiency There 

are different types of polymers, which appear 

chemically and mechanically similar, though give quite 

different results when manufacturing loudspeaker 

cones. Some materials give consistent repeatable 

results whilst others are unsuitable. 

Is the internal wire different to the SYS? 

The S3/5 has standard electrical hook-up cable ( like 

the original LS3/5a), whereas the se has slyer plated 

high purity mono-crystal copper conductors and low 

loss dielectric sleeve — a very pure and natural 

sound. 

Chord Odyssey cable to 

match the ones coming 

from the amplifier, and 

this duly banished lead 

guitar nastiness. Biwiring 

and/or biamping should be 

worthwhile. 

Moving to a better 

front end than by mid-

priced Naim amplification 

also smoothed things 

considerably, showing just 

how revealing these 

loudspeakers are.The 

sound took on an 

altogether more three 

dimensional and finessed 

character. An E I I ,000 

Dynavector L300/ Densen 

HX 1.2 pre-power combo 

gave superior focus at 

frequency extremes, the 

S3/5se gaining consid-

erable musical grace.The 

Spendors got on famously 

with Disney's ' Fantasia 

2000' which proved 

alluring, augmenting that 

widescreen presentation. 

Moreover, the great 

'Dusty in Memphis' 

remaster allowed Dusty 

Springfield's voice to be 

magically (and rightly) 

portrayed as a thing of 

beauty. George Michael's 

'Patience' was a solaced 

delight; for example, the 

hi-hat track within the 

song 'John And Elvis Are 

Dead' was so sweet and 

for once not 

painful. 

Philip 

Swift told me 

that, "what 

the 53/5e 

will not do - 

and was 

never 

designed to - 

is deliver a 

big and 

powerful 

sound with 

deep bass, 

especially in 

larger rooms 

- but we 

think it does 

a pretty 

good job!" 

He is right, 

they won't 

rock the 

house. But 

the upper 

bass is strong 

and these 

boxes 

THEN AND NOW 

So how do these S3/5ses compare with the original 

LS3/5as? Well, those who love the BBC design will find 

the new Spendors somewhat devoid of character -

over polite and lacking in chutzpah. Those who dislike 

the oldsters will find the new ones brilliantly couth, 

balanced, transparent, nicely finessed and largely vice-

free. Sample variation and manufacturing consistency 

was a huge problem on the LS3/5as, whereas the 

Spendor S3/5se is an altogether better engineered, 

more finely toleranced product - and it shows when 

you listen... 

certainly don't sound anaemic. If you 

are not a bass fiend and living space/ 

sound quality are at a premium, the 

Spendors do well.Their biggest 

drawback is simply the lack of 

outright level - you won't shake the 

room, even with a huge transistor 

power amp, as they don't ultimately 

go very loud. 

CONCLUSION 
The most impressive thing about the 

S3/5se is that you're not immediately 

conscious of listening to a small 

loudspeaker. It's full, smooth and 

expansive. It doesn't dominate a 

room, and prefers instead to 

disappear into it, letting the music 

flood forth. It's neutral - albeit just a 

little congested in the midband in 

absolute terms - and gives an 

engagingly enjoyable musical 

performance without sounding 

overtly 'charismatic' (a la the original 

Linn Kans). If you're looking for a 

refined and sophisticated small 

loudspeaker, this is an essential 

audtion. 

411000 
Despite the diminutive size, these 
loudspeakers are serious performers, 
with a couth and decorous sound. 

S3/5SE 

Audio Systems Ltd 

44 tO)1323 843 474 

.spendoraidio.com 

FOR 

- spatial grace 

- compact and bijou 

- build and finish 

AGAINST 

- occasional midband excess 

- fussy over stands 

- two standard finishes 

EASURED PERF 
Whilst the Spendor S3 we measured 

. last year had a ruler flat frequency 
response, the S3/5 se is as far from flat 
as is wise. Our analysis shows an 
upper mid-range presence peak aroun 
2.5kHz, which should push vocals 
forward. Above this point treble 
output falls steadily to measure -, 

above 8kHz, enough loss to ensu 
warm sound, although that's not to 
say dull. 

Bass output is shelved down by 
-5dB or so below 100Hz to 
compensate far wall placement, but 

it reaches down to 40Hz even from 
a cabinet so small. Since this is a 
small infinite baffle loudspeaker 
(sealed box) there is no port on front 

or rear. Unfortunately, getting a 
small IB down to 40Hz means 
sacrificing sensitivity, not helped by 
very high impedance of 9ohms. As a 
result the me se produces a 
meagre 79dB from one watt of input, 
the lowest sensitivity I have ever 
measured. It will need a powerful 
amplifier to go loud - at least 60 

How the S3/5 se shapes up 

level 

subjectively is difficult to forecast. It 

should sound well damped and fast, 
have presence, but also seem warm 
and possibly easy to listen to. It will 
certainly sound distinctive. NK 
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Not for 
conservatives 

The comprehensive range of turntables by Pro-ject, 
design is perhaps a little less conservative than the norm 
and yes, products are available in blue, and red, and yellow, and green. 

High quality record players are available from just over £ 100 
Contact us today for details of your nearest Centre of Excellence. 

Centres of Excellence are our elite dealers who have shown commitment to customer service, attended 
regular product training seminars and offer demonstration facilities on the majority of the Pro-ject range. 

Pro-ject Audio Distributed by: Henley Designs, 01235 511166, www.henleydesigns.co.uk, info@henleydesigns.co.uk 
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specia 

brief history of hi-fi: we 

used to make real ampli-

fiers like the Leak Stereo 

20 and Quad II, and then 

the Japanese came along 

in the seventies and 

spoiled it all. Big expensive 

Nipponese kit meant acres of 

brushed aluminium, loads of knobs, 

vast power outputs and not much in 

the way of musical satisfaction.The 

Japs got a bad reputation for serious 

sound, and since then we, with our 

natural ' Little Britain' tendencies, 

have sneered at their high end kit 

with a passion usually reserved for 

tut-tutting about the French. 

Okay, I'm exaggerating for effect, 

but you get the picture. Since the 

excesses of the seventies, it's been 

terminally uncool to own Japanese 

high end - many UK audiophiles I 

know wouldn't be seen in the next 

room to it. It's a shame, because 

we've got a very biased attitude to 

the breed. Like every country's hi-fi 

products, there is good and there is 

bad - and most of it is invariably bad. 

And because Japan's bad stuff is 

better than anyone else's bad stuff 

(and until the rise of China, used to 

be cheaper, too) - then Japanese 

audio has almost became shorthand 

for 'cheap, well made and sonically 

compromised'. 

Well, here's my two cents: if my 

predecessors in the nineteen 

seventies had been a little less 

fawning to UK Hi-Fi Ltd., then they 

brew 

Think Japanese amplifiers and you think oversized, overpowered and over here. JVC's AX-

SD1GD integrated is none of these, says Mid Price - which makes it all the more remarkable. 

would have actively bothered to seek 

out some of the stunning slices of 

audio engineering that Japan was 

making... 

Okay, that's better. Now I'm off 

my soapbox I can coolly make the 

case for this, the JVC AX-SD1GD. 

Now, being a style-conscious boy 

about town (?), I can't say the 

prospect of reviewing a dumpy 

looking midi size JVC amp thrilled 

me - until I looked closer, and my 

antennae started twitching. Consider, 

if you will, the facts: a claimed 35W 

RMS per channel into 8 ohms! When 

was the last time Japan Inc. ever 

made such a pathetically low 

powered device? My iPod puts out 

more than that! Moreover: a claimed 

70W RMS per channel into 4 ohms? 

Hmmm... must have a serious power 

supply. Next: copper plated chassis - 

well, as lshiwata san will avow, that's 

a sign of the Japanese getting serious 

about sonics, trying to eliminate 

electromagnetic noise. No tone 

controls: it gets better! Small and 

devoid of clutter, yet weighs a tonne: 

'shurely shome mishtake'...! Not 

officially imported by JVC UK: yes 

please, where do I sign? 

So... being the top international 

audio sleuth that 1 am (nothing gets 

past me, etc.), I deduced that this 

product wasn't just another 

Nipponese me-too design, but was in 

fact something special. Noel's 

measurements confirmed this - not 

the most complimentary man in the 

world about a lot of audio gear that 

passes through his test lab, after half 

an hour of pressing buttons on an 

unfeasibly complex analyser, he 

pronounced this amplifier to be 

'serious'. Moreover, our measured 

power was actually higher than its 

quoted spec - surely a first for an 

amplifier from the land of the rising 

sun? 

And so, here we have one of 

life's real oddballs - a beautifully 

engineered, heavily Class A biased 

high end integrated amplifier with a 

smattering (and only that) of useful 

facilities, finished to a standard that 

almost no UK manufacturer can 

achieve. Priced at £ 1,995, it may not 

seem a bargain, but when I listened 

to it I began to think it was.We tried 

to open it up to see what was inside, 

but the presence of about fifty 

screws and an inordinately complex 

case (no cheap pressed steel wrap, 

this) allied to editorial deadlines 

made us think otherwise. Best get on 

with the listening... 

SOUND QUALITY 
Not wishing to make the AX-SD1GD 

feel lonely. I decided to partner it to 

some of its compatriots. 

Unfortunately for the JVC, that 

meant one of the most ruthlessly 

revealing loudspeakers yet made - 

the Yamaha NS1000M. Definitely a 

case of ' in at the deep end', sink or 

swim. 

In fact, the JVC proved 
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surprisingly buoyant - when it had a 

good twenty four hours to warm 

through and a Stello DP200 

upsampling DAC to drive it.This 

amplifier is best described as 

sounding like a Sugden A2la with big 

boots on. It's heavily Class A alright - 

before I noticed how hot the room 

had got, my ears had locked onto its 

wonderfully transparent nature.The 

NS I 000Ms are merciless, but for 

once they appeared happy.They went 

to high levels very cleanly (where the 

A2la would keel over and die), never 

screeched and positively relished the 

AX-SD I's tonality. 

Now, this is not 'tonal colour' in 

the traditional valve sense, where 

everything simply gets 'sepia-tinged', 

regardless of whether it should be or 

not.This is the simple communication 

of an instrument's inherent texture, 

without obfuscation.To wit, the 

vocals on Bassheads"Is There 

Anybody Out There' were harsh and 

over-modulated (just like they should 

be), while the sampled electric piano 

sound was heart-warmingly rich and 

sonorous, positively dripping with 

harmonics (just as it should be).The 

hi- hats on LFO's 'LF0' were hard 

and abrasive, the sub-bass delightfully 

warm and sumptuous.The trick this 

amp pulls, which is precisely what the 

Sugden does (but precious few other 

transistor amps can) is to tell it as it 

is. It's uncoloured in the true sense 

of the word. 

Yet despite this delightful and oh-

so-rare trait, it's not hopeless in 

other departments, or even seriously 

flawed - quite the opposite. Bass is 

strong and crisp, with real wallop 

when needed. It's fast and even and 

extended, and didn't run into 

problems even with two twelve inch 

carbon fibre/paper bass cones to 

move.True, it's not up to (entry 

level) Naim pre-power standards - it 

lacks the latter's innate bass 

tunefulness, but it's really not let 

down in any sense. Better still, it's 

just a tad full and warm (although 

never overblown) - which is just 

what the doctor ordered for most 

systems... 

Up into the midband, and it's 
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delightful. Soundstaging is good - if 

not spectacular - with a well 

delineated recorded acoustic 

stretching wide and falling back deep. 

Instruments are located unusually 

accurately, even for amps of this 

price. It's the speed and clarity of the 

mid that really seduces - it's glass-

clear, giving a wonderful window on 

the music. It's not terribly flattering 

on poor programme material, but 

being so neutral it never adds nasties 

even to harsh, upfront recordings. 

The result being that the murky, mid-

forward 'Night at the Opera' by 

Queen on an original EMI LP 

sounded most fresh and engaging. 

Another delight of the midband is its 

speed - super fast, it let the Yams 

show off their firecracker attack 

transients. With such zip, it's great 

with leading edges of instruments, 

which makes for a brilliantly 

rhythmically involving listen.The 

midband's so good in this respect, it 

makes up for the merely 'competent' 

bass speed, and any music you throw 

at it simply sings. 

Just like the Sugden, this 

treble this isn't how 

you'd expect Class A to 

sound. It's so neutral, 

spry, clean, tight, delicate 

and detailed - but it is 

most emphatically not 

sweet, smooth and silky 

(that's for tube amps). 

Rather, it's deliciously 

subtle and finely etched, 

oozing with filigree 

detail. It simply blends in 

with that sublime 

midband, making the 

whole acoustic 

seamlessly even and 

insightful. If you're 

looking for euphonic 

colouration, look to 

tubes instead... 

CONCLUSION 
This is one of the 

surprises of the year for 

me. Just in the way I 

didn't expect Whest 

Aucro's DAP 10 to work, 

nor did 1 set much hope 

has a 

by this - and how wrong 1 was! It's 

an extremely well engineered bit of 

kit, deliberately built as a niche 

product for those who put 

performance above all else - think of 

it as a similar sort of thing to a 

Mitsubishi Evo - a generic looking but 

brilliantly honed bit of kit that does 

one thing superbly, and then other 

considerations follow on. And just 

like this automotive great, it's not 

available through the official import 

channels - you'll have to go to one 

particular supplier for this, or get on 

a 747 to Tokyo's Akihabara. My 

advice is - if you want a powerful, 

well made, well specified largely Class 

A integrated, give the importer a call 

now. 

0•4100 
Highly open, transparent and musical 
sound makes this one of the surprises of 
the year. Thoroughly recommended. 

+F AX-SD1GD £1,995 
ue Sound & Vision 

44 (0)20 7272 0922 

MEASURED PERFORMANCE 
The AX-SD1 produces 50W per channel 
into 8ohms. A well regulated power 
supply allows it to almost double this 
into 4ohms, managing a healthy 90W of 
output. These are low values for an 
amp of the size and weight, as well as 
heat-sinking, suggesting there is 
something unusual or special about the 
method of operation. 

Distortion levels were minimal at 
all signal levels and frequencies, the 
worst value being 0.0052% distortion at 
• 10kHz and full output (-1dB). So the JVC 
has no problems in this area, being up 
with the best. 

Input sensitivity was on the low 
side at 460mV, but sufficient for most 
modern sources, e.g. tuners and such 
like, as well as CD of course. 

This is a very wide band design. 
frequency response extending past 

150kliz, and down to 3Hz. 
There are MM and MC phono 

stages, both of which were accurately 
equalised and possess plenty of low 
frequency gain for extended bass. JVC 
do not incorporate a warp filter. Hiss 

levels were low and sensitivity fine for 

most MMs and MCs. 
The AX-SD1 delivered a fine set of 

measured results. It should deliver an 
interesting sound. NK 

Power 
CD/tuner/aux. 
Frequency response 
Separation 
Noise 
Distortion 
Sensitivity 
dc offset 

50watts 

3Hz-1501(111z 
92dB 

-108dB 
0.003% 
460mV 
3/2mV 
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y
inu'd have thought that the 
market for high-end power 

amplifiers is limited, yet 

they must be being bought 

reasonable numbers to 

sustain the ever-growing 

supply. One such newcomer is ECS, 

with the EA-2 - a company with but 

two products: the EA- I monoblocks 

and the EA-2 stereo power amplifier. 

A preamplifier and integrated are set 

to follow... 

Yet, for a first effort, the '2 

certainly makes quite an impression. 

In the tradition of the finest 

transistor power amps', it weighs a 

backbreaking 22kg.A massive 7" 

diameter toroidal transformer is 

partly responsible for this. No doubt 

it's also something to do with the 

small matter of its 180 watts per 

channel power output. Component 

quality impresses too, both in quality 

and in numbers - there are no fewer 

than 4 BHC Aerovox I 0,000uf 

capacitors and 8 fully matched bi-

polar output transistors.The PCBs 

are claimed to feature ultra low 

impurity copper tracks, and zero 

induction components are used in 

critical signal paths. 

tipr The good old 
fashioned solid-

state muscle amp seems 
to be making a comeback, 

and with its EA-2 power amplifier, 
newcomer ECS hopes to benefit. 

Dominic Todd takes it for a work out... 

The design follows the popular 

dual mono principle, with left and 

right heatsinks forming the sides of 

the casing. Around the back, there's a 

choice of balanced XLR connectors 

or the more regular RCA phonos. 

Loudspeaker output terminals are 

doubled to facilitate bi-wiring and, to 

match the quality of the other 

components, they're sourced from 

connection specialists WBT. 

The casing is something of a 

mixed bag. It's certainly strong and 

rigid enough. Four rods stretch the 

depth of the case to bolster the 

unit's integrity.The sheet steel and 

aluminium used is also of sufficient 

thickness to contain the weight of 

componentry.The finish is generally 

to a high standard, but 1 do have 

some concerns. 

The first is that the heatsinks run 

in two sections.A single moulding 

would certainly look tidier, and 

hopefully prevent the front section 

from detaching, as ours did in transit. 

I also found the edges of the lid a 

little rough, and the radius of the 

front panel didn't exactly match that 

of the front of the heatsinks.These 

points may sound churlish, but at 

£4,000 most customers would - and 

indeed should - expect manufacturing 

perfection.Why can Naim Audio 

make such beautifully hewn amplifiers 

at £800 when ECS can't at five times 

the price? 

This is a lot of money for most 

people, yet the EA-2 is not short of 

competition. Indeed, the first and 

most obvious rival in terms of high 

power, high current firepower is 

Naim.At around £2,000 and £5,000 

respectively, its NAP250 and NAP300 

actually straddle the EA-2, making 

ECS's pricing look wise indeed. 

Other illustrious contenders include 

Gamut's highly impressive D200 Mk3 

(£3.950) or EAR's seductive 861 

valve amp' (£4,000). If it's power 

you're after, then don't rule out 

Musical Fidelity's new 500w monster, 

the KW500 (£4,000).There's 

certainly some pretty impressive 

competition out there so, to really 

get itself noticed, the EA-2 is going to 

have to be exceptionally good... 

SOUND QUALITY 
Dr John's 'Hen Layin' Rooster', 

featuring BB King, set the ball rolling. 

As you'd hope for a £4,000 power 
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amplifier, the EA-2 sounded 

impressive.There was an immense 

presence to the soundstage, and a 

sense of grip and control not unlike 

that of Naim.Also recollective cf that 

brand was a fine sense of timing that 

could really captivate the listener. 

Furthermore, the leading edge attack 

and 'snap' from percussion was yet 

more proof of a transistor design of 

substance. 

Yet, for all the authority the EA-2 

stamped on the music, it is far more 

than simply a heavyweight bruiser. 

The ECS also proved wonderfully 

transparent, opening up the 

recording like few others. Percussion 

was exceptionally detailed, and brass 

vibrant.Vocals had tremendous 

presence and personality, and were 

given rock-solid stage location. Yet 

for all its power to beguile, the EA-2 

wasn't without fault, Although the 

bass response was super tight and 

exceptionally well controlled, it 

wasn't as deep as you might expect 

from an amplifier of this price and 

power. In addition, the hard-hitting 

nature of the performance suggested 

that, although highly involving, this 

might not be the most neutral of 

amps. 

This lack of absolute neutrality 

manifested itself to a greater degree 

with the rather more mainstream 

'Irresistible' by The Corrs, where 

vocals were remarkably smooth for 

such a powerful transistor design. 

The excessive sibilance that I'd feared 

didn't materialise, and the EA-2 

conducted itself with considerable 

fnesse at high frequencies. However, 

what I did discern was a lift in the 

upper mid-range, which made the 

female vocalists sound a tad strained. 

The slightly mechanical rendition 

would certainly reveal itself against 

the better valve opposition yet. in 

this instance, wasn't a cause for great 

concern... 

Making up for this was the same 

dynamic intensity as before, and 

superb separation. It was the manner 

in which the EA-2 layered the music 

that impressed 

most. Each 

layer, be it 

singer or 

instrument, was 

given a definite 

position within the 

stage, yet each 

were clearly audible 

and easy to follow. 

The provocatively 

named 'Sex Without 

Bodies' by Dave's 

True Story gave the 

ECS a chance to 

show what it could do 

with well-recorded acoustic music. 

The recording is made at St Peter's 

Episcopal Church in Chelsea, NYC. 

As you'd expect it has a very definite 

acoustic, which the EA-2 vividly 

painted.There was a huge sense of 

space, ano impressive transparency. 

Although a fairly simple piece, I was 

impressed by the EA-2's engagement 

with the music. Here, it was almost 

valve-like in its ability to capture the 

atmosphere. 

'Out of Space' by The Prodigy 

was less suited to the ECS. Whilst it 

did have an element of power and 

scale, bass wasn't quite as deep as 

expected.Yes - there was an 

impressive rippling texture to the 

lower notes - but it simply didn't 

reach down low enough.Although it 

pulled out all the elements of the 

mix, I also found that it didn't have 

the energy of a Naim power amp. 

Given the grip and control with 

other music, the slight lack of articu-

lat.on here came as something of a 

surprise.There was a touch too 

much warmth that, whilst favouring 

other types of music, did little to 

help the balance. 

The situation reversed with 

Chabrier's 'Espana'. Here the EA-2 

was in its element - 

there was real scale and 

presence from the 

orchestra. It's an 

immensely dynamic 

piece, and the ECS gave 

the music the headroom 

it needed to truly soar. 

The brass section had 

volume and vivacity with 

a bite and realism like 

few others. Equally, the 

drums had real impact 

and authority. For all its 

noise and excitement, 

this is a piece of great 

contrast, and the ECS 

refleczed that.There was 

plenty of detail 

throughout the quieter 

passages, and a 

delightfully sweet string 

tone. Most impressive of all however, 

and the sign of true high-end audio, 

was the separation and instrumental 

decay even when the music was at its 

loudest and most complex. To offer 

this level of insight is rare indeed. 

CONCLUSION 
That the ECS EA-2 offers some 

impressive sonic characteristics is 

not in doubt. Even taking the price 

into account, the levels of 

transparency and rhythmic integrity 

are first class.Yet not all types of 

music benefit from what are, 

generally, high levels of insight. Bass 

simply isn't as deep as some, nor, at 

times, does it have quite the energy 

of the best. Of rather more concern 

was the slightly unusual character-

istics in the upper-midrange.This 

could just make female vocalists 

sound strained. So what we have 

then is a highly impressive but flawed 

power amplifier. In this respect it's 

little different from much of the 

competition and therefore deserves 

recommendation, but not without 

qualification.Well worth auditioning. 

HISTORY 

is not a hi-fi company per se. It has built its reputation • 

4 inted circuit board manufacturer supplying, along with 

" other partners, the petrochemical industry. So why the 

ve into hi-fi? Well, about four years ago they were consu 

ed by audio support specialist Mana to produce a high-end 

lifier. Politics meant that the ' Stealth' amp' never made 

e market place, but with a near complete design on the 

ch, ECS decided to launch it under its own name. And 

a few tweaks to the power 

plies, and improved casing, the 

ana Stealth became the ECS EA. 

,Not surprisingly, the EA range are 

igned to sound at their best 

n supported by Mana, or Mana 

, racks! 

review 

VERDICT ••• 
Capable yet flawed design that 
competes well but doesn't do quite 
enough to shine. Worth auditioning all 
the same. 

L
EA-2 £4,000 

opean Circuit Solutions 

4 (0)208 743 8880 

.ecsamplifiers.co.uk 

FOR 

- Transparency 

- Musical insight 

- Attack and drive 

AGAINST 

- Pricey 

- Not entirely neutral 

- Very tough competition 

REFERENCE SYSTEM 

Naim's CDX2/ XPS CD player 

PS Audio IV preamplifier 

Creek OBH-22 preamplifier 

Celestion SL600 loudspeakers 

B&W 805 loudspeakers 

Quad ELS63 loudspeakers 

MEASURED PERFORMANCE 
Power delivery from the ecs was an 
impressive 200W into 8ohms. Into 
4ohms though, where nearly double this 
figure is expected, asymmetric clipping 
held power back to 240W. 

Whilst at 1W output distortion was 

a reasonable 0.02%, it rose rapidly to 
1% at 28W, reaching a maximum of 
around 1.6% just below (-1dB) full 
output - very high figures. The distortion 
spectrum was extended too and this 
pattern existed at 1kHz and 10kHz. This 
isn't common behaviour so we 
requested a second sample but it was 
the same. 

Whilst powerful, the ecs has 
difficulty delivering current into a low 
load and distortion levels are high. It 
does not measure well in relation to 
what is available. NK 

Power 
CD/TUNER/AUX 
Frequency response 
Separation 
Distortion, at 1W 

at full output, -1dB 
Noise 
Sensitivity 

200waffs 

20Hz-32kHz 

96dB 
0.02% 
1.6% 

-102dB 
170mV 

ency (Hz) 60k 
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style wars 
Can these two ' designer' standmounting loudspeakers really perform? Noel Keywood 
auditions Aurum Cantus's Leisure 25Es and Opera's Callas loudspeakers... 

lthough the great 

unwashed may content 

themselves with sharp 

looking but sonically 

flawed audio equipment, 

one of the golden rules 

that hi-fi aficionados hold dear is, 'the 

better it looks, the worse it sounds'. 

It's a shame of course, because we're 

all seeking that elusive combination of 

high performance and high style... 

This is precisely what these two 

standmounters promise, but past 

experience suggests that such a 

combination is about as rare as hens' 

teeth. I've tested so many 

loudspeakers whose often contrived 

appearance either compromises 

quality or has so taken precedence 

that quality has become a secondary 

issue. Only Bang & Olufsen master 

style so well that hi-fi credibility barely 

matters. Dedicated hi-fi manufacturers 

commonly approach this matter from 

the opposite direction, 

adding style to 

substance, to deliver a 

product with extra 

visual and tactile 

appeal, without 

compromise to 

sound quality.The 

two loudspeakers in this review, 

UKD's Opera Callas and Aurum 

Cantus's Leisure 25Es are firmly 

founded hi-fi designs, beautifully 

finished to - hopefully - deliver 

performance without blatant 

compromise. 

From the box, little seems to 

separate these loudspeakers.They're 

much alike in size and weight. Both are 

solidly built and hefty, and both come 

packed as a pair in one large carton, 

from which I dragged them gingerly as 
always, since small and heavy but 

slippery cabinets are quick to go their 

own way, aided by gravity. In both 

cases the cabinets have a high gloss 

finish that makes them quick to slide 

through the hands! 

Aurum Cantus mould their MDF 

cabinets into a complex form that 

tapers upward to help distribute 

internal resonances. Our samples had 

a piano black lacquer finish with a 

mirror like gloss. Wood finished 

side panels are available though, for a 

more traditional appearance, including 

"poplar tumor", the Chinese manufac-

turers say (trees with a problem 

obviously end up as loudspeakers in 

China) [...my aching sides! - Ed].With 

small grilles of black cloth, these 

loudspeakers looked smart and would 

blend into most settings. 

Opera achieve a similar 

appearance by using a parallel sided 

cabinet, whose side panels are 

machined to have facets to produce a 

fascia that similarly narrows with 

height - although this is pure 

aesthetics, since inside the Callas is 

pure box! This speaker is made from 

solid hardwood, giving it a luxuriously 

deep wood finish free from veneer 

joins and edges. Opera take advantage 

of this, using heavily bevelled cabinet 

edges to give a cabinet with a soft 

outline that's easy on the eye. 

It's a lovely piece of craftsmanship, 

designed to appeal to anyone with a 

preference for the traditional. With 

modern homes using quality wood 

furniture heavily machined and well 

finished to approach what was once 

hand hewn, I'm sure the Callas will be 

able to find a visually sympathetic 

home. Not for everyone the more 

challenging appeal of, say, a KEF XQ I, 

where technology is on display, form 

and finish following function. 

Although compact, both 

loudspeakers are a little too large to 

comfortably fit a shelf.They are 

standmounters with rear ports that 

need some breathing space. I used 

them atop spiked stands placed 

approximately I 2in from a rear wall. 

Opera's Callas is a known 

quantity to me. In early form it had a 

full bodied sound, easy on the ear - 

sumptuous, I would say. Bass was on 

the large side, giving an impression of 

plentiful power from a small cabinet, 

but apart from this the Callas was a 

well worked out design from from 

obvious flaws.A normal two-way with 

silk dome tweeter crossing over to 

130mm bass/ midrange unit, it uses a 

classic arrangement that works well if 

quality drive units are employed. 

Made in Italy, the Callas seemingly 

focuses on tradition, the suggestion 

being it is voiced for classical music, 

perhaps at the expense of Rock.A 

well balanced loudspeaker can handle 

both genres with equal aplomb though 

and this the Callas has managed in the 

past. Large terminals on the rear panel 

have removable links to facilitate bi-

wiring.They accept 4mm plugs and 
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bare wire with equal ease. 

Aurum Cantus is a new name to 

the UK, coming from Jinlang Audio 

Co., one of China's seemingly endless 

'small' OEMs based in the south, in a 

special commercial zone of Shandong 

(aka Guandong) near Hong Kong. 

Jinlang are notable for their ribbon 

tweeter range and this is a distin-

guishing feature of the 2SE. Just like 

the Callas it is a two-way design with 

130mm reflex loaded bass/ midrange. 

Unlike the Callas however, and 

unlike most two-ways except Elac's 

wonderful JET-equipped ribbon 

'speakers, this unit crosses over to a 

rectangular shaped ribbon tweeter, 

something that's obvious from the 

photos.The G2 tweeter, as they term 

it, has a frequency response claimed 

to run smoothly from 1,700Hz right 

up to 40kHz - close to the upper limit 

of 96kHz sample rate digital audio. So 

whilst the Leisure 2SEs look almost 

identical to the Opera Callas 

loudspeakers and seemingly make the 

same appeal, beneath the surface they 

are fundamentally quite different... 

As the name suggests, ribbon 

tweeters use a thin, light aluminium 

ribbon to radiate sound.The audio 

signal passes through this ribbon, 

generating a magnetic field that reacts 

to the field from a fixed magnet, 

causing the ribbon to vibrate in 

sympathy with the audio signal. 

Benefits are light weight and 

distributed drive. In practice, under 

measurement a good ribbon tweeter 

gives a smoother frequency response 

than conventional dome tweeters and 

also a more extended one. 

The sound is often 'faster' and 

more incisive than that of normal 

dome tweeter, yet cleaner and 

sweeter too. String instruments in 

particular usually benefit, with extra 

detail revealing their complex nature 

and rich harmonic structure. Here, 

dome tweeters become rather 

approximate in their portrayal. It's a 

fine point whilst low sample rate 

digital recordings on CD yield only 

the blandest description of string 

instruments in the first place, but still 

apparent all the same. 

SOUND QUALITY 
I've known the chiming guitar chords 

of Steve Earle's ' Even When I'm Blue' 

to have more visceral presence and a 

greater feeling of incision than I heard 

from the Leisure 2SEs. I spun 

'Copperhead Road' to get a quick take 

on how the ribbon tweeter would 

cope when assailed by the treble 

energy from pedal steel guitar.Where, 

in the past, domes have wobbled into 

uncertainty, ribbons like the Tonigen 

have kept their composure and 

delivered 

the goods, with 

vividly fast leading edges of strummed 

chords, clean as a new Wilkinson 

Sword! 

True to its name - although I'm 

sure this is unintended - the 2SEs 

were a little leisurely here - not what I 

had anticipated. Slightly recessed and 

warm in balance, they seemed gentle, 

pleasant but unchallenging. Looking 

closely at their measured response 

shows why; a dip at crossover brings 

in the ribbon tweeter at a relatively 

low level. Its output rises steadily but 

the ear is most sensitive to 

frequencies below 7kHz, so 

performance here dominates a 

subjective impression. It doesn't take 

long to hear the G2 ribbon is, all the 

same, giving a beautifully clean sound 

that's almost gentle in delivery yet 

beguilingly open and easy on the ear. 

Moving from one good 'ol boy to 

another, Eric Clapton playing 'Key to 

the Highway' on DVD-A, I heard 

plectrum strike string forcefully 

through the Leisure 2SEs [that's DVD-

A for you - Ed].With a recording as 

insightful as this the speakers lost 

their apparent 

warmth, 

although they 

did soften out 

transients just 

a touch.VVith 

DVD-A and 

indeed a good 

number of modern 

CDs the balance of the Leisure 25Es is 

useful in damping things down a little. 

'Three O'Clock Blues', with its 

simple introductory guitar line vibrant 

with treble energy, demonstrated 

nicely just how clean and clear the G2 

ribbon of this loudspeaker could 

sound under pressure - always the 

best way to assess a rbbon by the 

way.They sing where domes break up. 

As Clapton and King pick their way 

through this track the strength and 

vibrancy of their playing isn't 

compromised by muddle or 

harshness, largely 

due to the G2 

ribbon tweeter. 

Jiniang haven't 

made this unit's 

contribution 

obvious; it remains 

quite subtle in 

delivery. As you'd expect from any 

good ribbon this one delivers a rich 

tapestry of detail and puts it into the 

context of the surroundings by 

revealing surrounding ambience, 

making for a very live sound.The only 

small reservation 1 have about the 

Leisure 2SE is a small degree of 

cuppiness somewhere in the dekvery, 

emanating from the ribbon or the 

upper reaches of the bass mid I don't 

know, This was most apparent with 

massed orchestral strings, which were 

a little coloured. It may well have been 
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World Audio www.worldaudiodesign.com 
eie-e--e9et tel: 01245 450 651 

(SINGLE-ENDED PURITY 

Our Parallel Single Ended (PSE) 
power amplifiers offer ultimate 
sound quality. Each monobloc has 

two beautfully linear 300B 
directly heated triodes in its 
output stage, producing 20 watts 
into an 8 ohm load. At the front 
of the circuit we there is a 6AU6 

pentode, followed by an ECC82 
as the driver valve.This design 

uses a 5U4 rectifier valve in the 
power supply, in combination 
with a 10H choke, giving an 
extremely quiet supply. Both 
mains and output transformers 
are built on high quality E/I 
pattern cores. 

Feedback can be switched 
in or out whilst running, using a 
rear panel switch. Complex 
layered and sectioned output 
transformers give full output and 

low distortion across the audio band even without feedback, making such an 
option possible. 

This is one of the few amplifiers in the world so good it will work without 
feedback - and no feedback is the preference of most buyers. It gives a spacious, 
relaxed and fluid sound quite unlike that of solid-state amps, all of which use 
feedback to correct deficiencies. 

By operating linearly in feedbackless, pure Class A, single-ended mode these 

PUSH-PULL POWER 

300B monoblocs are as pure as ,t gets - and sound quality reflects the fact. Fast, 
clean and clear in their presentation, at the same time their purity of sound is 
easy on the ear. 

The kit is totally hard-wired; it does not use circuit boards.We can supoply 
without valves, or with the superb Tesla 300Bs, Russian 5U4s and European 

6AU6s & ECC82. Our 300B PSE kit bears an affordable price of £895.00 (UK 
price) excluding valves. Each monobloc weighs 23kgs (50Ibs). External dimensions 
with valves: 25cm(w) x 38cm(d) x 22cm(h) per monobloc. 

For more power, we also offer 300B in Push-Pull (PP) form . The 300B PP monobloc shares the same look and chassis as the 300B PSE monobloc.The 300B PP kit has 

been created for those who prefer a bit more power.With a pair of 300Bs in push-pull configuration providing 26 watts output, they will drive most modern 
loudspeakers to perfection.Andy Grove's design is totally feedbackless, using a 6AU6 pentode as the input valve and a 5687 as the phase splitter.The power supply uses 
a Russian 5U4 for rectification.The kit is constructed by hard wiring, so some experience is required. 300B PSE owners do have the option to buy the conversion kit 
for £250.00 to turn their monoblocs to push-pull status. Each monobloc weighs 23kg. 

300B PSE MONOBLOC KIT £111197 per pair 300B PP MONOBLOC KIT £11197 per pair 

(he PRE- 11 is a high quality valve pre-amplifier that will drive any power 

amplifier. It has a gain of x5 which, with CD, enables it to deliver a large 
10V output swing.To keep the amount of active amplification low, this 
pre-amp uniquely uses a line drive transformer to deliver a pure signal 
to the power amplifier.There are six inputs, a tape monitor and two sets 
of output sockets. It is powered by the external PSU- Il power supply. 
The volume control uses high quality Alps Blue potentiometer which, 

with our solid, turned brass, chromed knob, gives a quality feel rarely 
encountered these days. 

PHONO-11 is a dedicated valve phono stage for MM cartridges, with 
MC input transformers an option. By using all-d.c. supplies from PSU- Il 
and a case in which there is no power supply, PHONON is hum free, 
something that is difficult to achieve with valves.With accurate RIAA 
equalisation right down to 10Hz (-3dB) PHONO II gives a wonderfully 
pure, dimensional sound from LP, possessing a sense of life and 

dynamism quite different to solid-state preamps. 

Finally, PSU- Il is a power supply unit that feeds both the PRE- 11 and 
PHONO-11. Keeping the power supply separate removes hum, often the 
bane of valves. 

Power Supply Unit (PSU-11) 

Pre-amplifier ( PRE-II) 
Phono Stage (PHONO-11) 
Moving coil step-up transformer 

£205.00 
£215.00 
£110.00 
£77.00 
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( I:184 is an affordable, integrated valve amplifier for those who want to enjoy 
the valve sound. but from a simple, easy to build kit. It uses inexpensive EL84 
output valves, known for their sweet sound, in conventional push-pull 

arrangement to provide 15 watts into an 8 ohm load.The output transformers 
are our own quality Ultra Linear design. Up front, the circuit employs an ECF80 

input/phase splitter valve, which contribues to Ke184's extremely smooth sound. 
The amplifier has very low hum and for simplicity it is built on a printed 

circuit board. A strong steel chassis is fronted by a 3mm anodised front panel 
and attractive brushed aluminium effect knobs.There are five line level inputs, 

plus one monitor input, with a tape output included, all controlled from the 
front panel. 

At the rear is a mains switch/EC power input, earth post, phono sockets, 

and 4mm bannana sockets for loudspeakers.The Ke184 will highlight all the 
intricacies and depth of detail in your favourite recordings whilst retaining a 
warmth and fullness that is almost exclusive to pure valve amps and is rare at 
this price point. 

Ke184 weighs 10kg. External dimensions with valves are 300mm(w) x 270mm(d) 
x 150mm(h). 

Our 6550 series amplifiers are built around the rugged 6550 beam tetrode that's 

popular in America.This valve is widely available at a good price. Producing no 
less than 40 watts into an 8 ohm load.(available in a 4 ohm version if required) 
our 6550 is a power house, since valve watts always sound louder than transis-
tor watts! 

The difference between our 6550 and most others is that we use valve rec-
tification (5U4) and a choke pi filter, for a power supply that is quiet and free 
from solid-state hardness.This is a true high-end design from Andy Grove, hard 

wired. It is a cut above the many other 6550s, with enough power to drive most 
loudspeakers, including insensitive electrostatics for example. 6550 combines high 

power with a top-end smoothness of sound, yet doesn't cost the earth to run, as 
the valves are inexpensive and have a long life. 

The amplifier weighs 19kg. Dimemions are 390mm(w) x 330mm(d) x 
190mm(h) with valves, or 220mm(h) with cage. 

KIT6550 - An integrated amplifier with line inputs and volume control. 

Accepts CD. tuner, tape etc., but not LP 

KAT6550 - A power amplifier for use with a separate pre-amp. Paired with 
PRE II and PHONON (+PSU II), can provide LP reproduction. 

IT6550 VALVE INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER KIT £615 KAT6550 VALVE POWER AMPLIFIER KIT £580 

The HD83 headphone amplifier is a beautifully simple design using Mullard 

ECL83 valves, a triode and power pentode housed in the same envelope. It 
works directly from any source, be it CD, tape, tuner etc., or from an amplifier's 
tape out or pre-amp out sockets. The circuit uses high specification E/I output 
transformers that will drive any headphone load from 16 ohms to over 300 
ohms depending on how the secondaries are wired up. 

The HD83 is a pure Class A single-ended design with the power pentode 
wired up in triode configuration for added sonic purity, and it is as quiet as a 

mouse. Treble has the crispness of the best solid-state, but with the tonal 
resolution and delicacy associated with valves. Bass is punchy and controlled 
without becoming artificial. 

External dimensions I 8cm(w) x30cm(1) x acm (h) weight 4kg. 
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KIT6550/KAT6550 mains transformers 

2 inch stack, 130mm(h)x I 20mm(w)x135mm(I) 

drop through fitting with zinc cap. Secondaries 

425V-0V-425V, 350mA, 0V-5V, 6A, 3.15V-OV-3.15V, 

9A. Suitable for 120V & 240Vac opeation 

KEL84 mains transformer 

1.5 inch stack, 90mm(h)x 80mm(w)x 95mm(d) 

drop through fitting with zinc cap. Secondaries: 

0V-240V 300mA, 3.15V-0V-3.15V, 5.5A, suitable for 

120/240V operation 

KIT34/KAT34/KIT6550/KAT6550 choke 

1.25 inch stack, 65mm(h)x I 05mm(w) with fitting 

holes x 60mm(d), clamp fitting, 2.5 H, 350mA 

300B PSE mains E/I transformer 

130mm(h) x 95mm(w) x 1 I 5mm(d). 

drop through fitting with zinc cap. 

Secondaries: 380V-0V-380V, 180mA/150-0V-150V, 

25mA/OV-5V, 1.2A/OV-5V, 1.2A/OV-5V,3A/3.15V-0V-

3.15V.0.4A suitable for 120/240V operation 

HD83 mains toroidal transformer 

80mm dia. x 35mm(h). Secondaries: OV-

I 65V,75mA/3. 15V-0V-3.15V, I A, suitable for 

120/240V operation 

PSU-Il mains toroidal transformer 

80mm dia. x 35mm(h). Secondaries: OV-

270V,60mA/OV-10V,2A, suitable for 120/240V 

operation 

TRANSI mains toroidal transformer 

95mm dia. x 50mm(h). Secondaries: OV-

370V,150mA/OV-6.3V,3.5A 3008 E/I choke 

65mm(h) x 70mm(d) x 80mm(w) open frame 

fitting.10H, 180mA, 

KEL84 E/I choke 

0.5 inch stack, 40mm(h)x 35mm(d)x 70mm(w) 

clamp fitting, I H, 250mA 

PSU-II Ell 

40mm(h) x 35mm(d) x 70mm (w) clamp fitting, 

15H, 20mA 

KIT34/KAT34 mains transformer 

2.5 inch stack, 120mm(h)x115mm(w)x95mm(d), 

drop through fitting with zinc cap,Secondaries 
365V - OV - 365V,300mA/OV - 5V, 6A/3. I 5V - OV - 

3.I5V, 7.5A. Suitable for 120/240V operation. 

2A3 PSE mains transformer: 

2.5inch stack, on a 120 size lamination, 

120mm(h)x II 5mm(w)x95mm(d), drop through 

fitting with zinc plated transformer caps. 

Secondary winding: 370V-0V-370V, 250mA, 0V-5V, 

3A, 0V-4V, 2A x4. Suitale for 
110V/120V/220V/230V operation. Can be used 

for a valve rectified, dc heater (2A3), dc regulated 

heater(input valve) stereo 2A3 PSE/PP amplifier. 

KECL82 mains transformer: 
I.25inch stack, on a 29 size lamination, 

80mm(wide)x7Omm(height)x7Omm(depth), frame 

type 2 hole fixing. Secondary winding: 0V- I 85V, 

200mA, 0V-63V, 3.5A. Suitale for 

110V/120V/220V/230V operation. Good for low 

power amp, solid state rectification achieves a HT 

of 240Vdc. Could be used for ECL82 PP/PSE 
stereo amp. 

MAINS 1111111111111RMERS & CHOKES 

K1T6550/KAT6550 Eli 16% TAPPED UL 

push-pull output transformer 2 inch stack, 80mm 

(w) x 95mm(I) x 100mm(h), drop through fitting 

with zinc cap. Primary-secondary 4.5K, 16% UL 

tapped. Secondary 4 Or 8 ohm, pis specify on 

order. max output 45 watts, max current 180mA, 

valves, KT88, 6550 etc 

KEL84 E/I Ultra Linear push-pull output 

transformer 

1.25 inch stack, 76mm(h)x 65mm(w)x 76mm(d) 

Primary - seondary, 8K with 12.5% UL tap - 

8ohms, max o/p-15watts, max current 150mA 

valves EL84 etc 

KIT8WKAT88 E/I push-pull output transformer 

80mm(w)x95mm(I)x I 00mm(h). Primary-secondary 

10K - 8ohms, max o/p-40watts, max current-

I 60mA valves-KT88, 6550. EL34 

Pre-II E/I driver transformer 

80mm(w)x6Omm(I) x65mm(h). 6:1 step down 

transformer, max current-I0mA valves-6922 etc 

pre-amp stage 

KIT34/KAT34 E/I 14% tapped Ultra Linear 

push-pull output transformer 

2 inch stack, 80mm(w)x95mm(I)x I 00mm(h), drop 

through fitting with zinc cap. Primary-secondary 

6.4K, 14% UL taps, Secondary 8ohm, max output 

34watts, max current 150mA, valves EL34, 6L6, 

6CA7 

HD83 Ed single ended output transformer 
40mm(w)x5Omm(I) x55mm(h). 

Primary-secondary 4K - 4 x 64ohms 

windings, max o/p-lwatts, max current-25mA 

valves-ECL83 etc 

300B PSE E/I parallel single ended output 

transformer 

I 30mm(h) x 95mm(w) x 1 I 5mm(d). 

drop through fitting with zinc cap. 

Primary 1K5 Secondary 8R. output . 

2A3 PSE E/I output transformer: 

2A3 parallel single ended transformer, 2 inch stack, 

78 size lamination. Primary impedance is 2.5K, 

secondary impedence is 4ohm or 8ohm, max 

current is 100mA. Output is 8.5 Watts. 

KECL8 2 PP output transformer 

ECL82 push-pull ultra linear. linch stack, on a 29 

size lamination. 

80mm(wide)x7Omm(height)x6Omm(depth), frame 

type 2 hole fixing. Primary 7.5Kohm, secondary 

8ohms. Max current 85mA, 

Good for numerous low output pentode valves in 

push-pull configuration. 

300B PP E/I push-pull output transformers 

2.5inch stack, on a size 120 lamination. 

130mm(h)x95mm(w)x I 15mm(d) drop through 

fitting with zinc plated cap. Primary impedance 4K. 

secondary 6ohm.Will suit 300Bs, 2A3s etc in 

push-pull configuration. 

PRINTED CIRCUIT BOARDS 

Printed Circuit Board zoionvn(w) 

Ke184 Printed Circ Board 280,nea., . I i5 dn. I 6nwn(d). 

'MOB Printed Circuit Board I 40nun(w) x 4111 

Ke134 Printed Circuit Board 140 ,, ,ow, x 3 lOmm(1) x 2.4nwn(d), 

BMW  Circuit Board (a pair) 120inm(se 

HD83 Printecl Circuit Board 1.10rnm(w) x 160mm(I) x 1.6nun(d1 

1.11.11prod Circuit Board 105mm(w)4111MIMM 

PRE-11 Printed Circuit Board 105mm(w) e 13Ornm(1) n 1.6mm(d, 

Lu OvIremol 
Riem 

Hi-Fi World in Malaysia at Millennium Hi-Fi & Av. Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

Hi-Fi World is now distributed through good bookshops and newstands in Malaysia. For back issues, 
general enquiries and advertising, contact Simon Chang at Millennium Hi-Fi & Av. 

Also available are products by World Audio Design, 
Michell, Trichord, Lowther and ReThm loudspeakers. 

Millennium Hi-Fi & Av 
500-1-3 First Floor, Wisma Indah (Shen Court), 

Jalan Tun Razak 50400 K.L. 

tel: 603 9283 8171 fax: 603 9281 3762 

137 Jalan Penckkar 2 Taman Skuoilai Baru 81300 Skudai, Johor DT 
tel: 607'554 5171 fax: 607 554 7645 

email: info@millennium-audio.com 
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These are expert kits, not for the Inexperienced. You must be able to solder and read a circuit diagram. The valve 
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Kec182 (8 ohm) 
2A3PSE with valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pis specify) 
2A3PSE without valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pis specify) 
KaT6550 with valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pis specify) 
KaT6550 without valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pis specify) 
KiT6550 with valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pis specify) 
KiT6550 without valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pis specify) 
KaT34 with valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pis specify) 
KaT34 without valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pis specify) 
KiT34 with valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pis specify) 
KiT34 without valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pis specify) 
Ke184 with valves (8 ohm) 
Ke184 without valves (8 ohm) 
PSUll 
PREll 
PHON011 
PASII 
Step ups transformers for MC use with PHON011 
HD83 with valves 
300BPSE with valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pis specify) 
300BPSE without valves (4ohm or 8ohm, pis specify) 
300BPP with valves (6 ohm) 
300BPP without valves (6 ohm) 

Kec182 (with valves) 
2A3 PSE (with valves) 
2A3 PSE (without valves) 
KaT6550 (with valves) 
KaT6550 (without valves) 
KiT6550 (with valves) 
KiT6550 (without valves) 
KAT34(with valves) 
KAT34(without valves) 
KiT34 (with valves) 
KiT34 (without valves) 
Ke184 (with valves) 
Ke184 (without valves) 
PSU - II 
PRE - II 
PHONO 11 
PAS II 
MC - step up (pair) 
HD83 (with valves) 
3006 PSE (with valves) 
300B PSE (no valves) 
3006 PP (with valves) 
300B PP (no valves) 

rj £195.00 

• £570.00 
• £470.00 
• £580.00 
• £450.00 
• £615.00 
• £485.00 
• £480.00 
• £415.00 
• £515.00 
• £450.00 
• £298.00 
• £268.00 
• £205.00 
J £215.00 
• £110.00 
• £235.00 
• £80.00 
• £195.00 
• £1197.00 per pair 
• £895.00 per pair 
• £1197.00 per pair 
• £895.00 per pair 

£170.00 
£485.00 
£400.00 
£495.00 
£380.00 
£525.00 
£415.00 
£410.00 
£354.00 
£440.00 
£385.00 
£255.00 
£230.00 
£175.00 
£185.00 
£95.00 
£200.00 
£68.00 
£167.00 
£1020.00 per pair 
£765.00 per pair 
£1020.00 per pair 
£765.00 per pair 

PARTS DIESCRIFRON ORDER NO. QTY UK OVERSEAS 
(Inc vat & carriage) (exc. vat & carriage) 

2A3 mains transformer 
6550 mains transformer 
34 mains transformer 
ke184 mains transformer 
HD83 mains transformer 
PSUll mains transformer 
300B mains transformer 
34/6550 choke 
ke184 choke 
300B choke 
2A3 PSE choke 
PSUll choke 
6550 output transformer (4ohm or 8ohm) 
34 output transformer (4ohm or 8ohm) 
ke184 output (8 ohm) 
2A3 PSE output transformer (4ohm or 8ohm) 
HD83 output (multiload secondary) 
PRE-II driver transformer 
300BPSE output transformer (4ohm or 8ohm) 
300BPP output transformer (6ohm) 
ke184 PCB 
ke134 PCB 
keI80 PCB 
KECL82 PCB 
HD83 PCB 
PSUll PCB 
PREll PCB 
PHON011 PCB 
tag board 
ALPS 50K dual potentiometer 
ALPS 100K dual potentiometer 
stepped attenuator ( 10K or 50K) 
LCR 22.5uF 440Vdc polyprop. Cap 
Jensen 0.47uF 630V, aluminium foil 
Safety gloves 
2A3PSE/6550/34 safety cage 

2A3 PSE mains T 
6550 mains T 
KiT34 - mains T 
Ke184 - mains T 
HD83 - mains T 
PSU- Il - mains T 
3006 - mains T (each) 
KiT34 - choke 
Ke184 - choke 
300B choke 
2A3 PSE choke 
PSU-choke 
6550 - 0/P T ( pair) 
34 - 0/P T (pair) 
Ke184 - 0/P T (pair) 
2A3 PSE 0/P T (pair) 
HD83 - 0/P T(pair) 
PRE-11- driver T(pair) 
300B PSE - 0/P T (each) 
300B PP - 0/P T (each) 
Ke184 - PCB 
Ke134 - PCB 
Ke180 - PCB(pair) 
KECL82 - PCB 
HD83 - PCB 
PSU-II - PCB 
PRE-II - PCB 
PHONO-il - PCB 
TAG 
ALPS - 50K 
ALPS - 100K 
Attenuator + resistor pack 
LCR - 22.5U 
JEN - 0.47U 630V 
SAFETY GLOVES 
2A3 PSE/34/6550 cage 0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
O
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
 

£115.00 
£120.00 
£100.00 
£60.00 
£40.00 
£40.00 
£115.00 
£40.00 
£20.00 
£40.00 
£40.00 
£20.00 
£130.00 
£130.00 
£90.00 
£130.00 
£100.00 
£80.00 
£110.00 
£110.00 
£30.00 
£12.00 
£52.00 
£25.00 
£20.00 
£20.00 
£20.00 
£20.00 
£4.00 
£14.00 
£14.00 
£75.00 
£10.00 
£20.00 
£25.00 
£80.00 

£98.00 
£105.00 
£85.00 
£47.00 
£34.00 
£34.00 
£98.00 
£34.00 
£17.00 
£34.00 
£34.00 
£17.00 
£112.00 
£112.00 
£78.00 
£112.00 
£86.00 
£68.00 
£94.00 
£94.00 
£26.00 
£11.00 
£45.00 
£21.00 
£17.00 
£17.00 
£17.00 
£17.00 
£3.00 
£12.00 
£12.00 
£65.00 
£8.00 
£17.00 
£21.00 
£68.00 

th..... in ......... 'phone 01245 450651 

or visit our website 

www.worIclaucliodesign.com 

e-mail: sales@woriclauclioclesign.com 

product demos by appointment only 
Unit 6, Rumsey Row, Writtle, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 3YA. 

Prices were correct at time of print, 01/01/04 they are subject to change. 
If you wish for a built item, please phone for a quote / Valves included except where otherwise stated. 

WARNING - World Audio Design Ltd. accept no responsibility for kits, parts or modifications made or supplied by third parties. 
Order on our website: www.worldaudiodesign.com. 
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Electronics made Simple 

by Ian Sinclair 

This books covers the basic theory and 

principles of electronic. A good read 

for the beginner. 

Code No 1420 

£12.99 + £2.50 P&P (UK) 

Build your own Electronic Test 

Instruments 

by Electktor 

This book contains designs for 17 

measuring instruments, seven generators 

and analysers, ten miscellaneous instru-

ments and a number of test ancillaries 

and auxiliaries. The designs range from a 

simple multicore cable designs contain a 

special printed circuit, drawing of which 

are given in an appendix. 

Code No.1400 

(15.95 + £3.25 P&P (UK) 

Audio Measurements 

Famous compendium of measurement 

and test techniques for audio reproduc-

tion equipment of the tube era includes 

discussion of all instruments needed. 

Covers amps. transformers, preamps, 

turntables, changers. tonearms, car-

tridges. tape recorders. 

Code No.I 830 

(13.95 + £2.00 P&P(UK) 

Understanding Hi-Fi Circuits 

by N. H. Crowhurst 

Onginally published in 1957 Discusses all 

aspects of amplifiers, pre-amplifiers and equal.-

saoon orcuitry. well written easy to tnder.-

stand.The author does concentrate on valve 

circuits, to no transistors here 

Paperback, 224pp Code No.1820 

Price £ 13.95 • £2.00 UK p&p 

The Best of Audioneditorial projects 

by Luciano Marti 

The book contains six excellent audio proem - 

a high sensitivity speaker a superb tube pre-amp. 

a 163 amplifier desen.a project using the Russian 

6C33CB and two projects using 3008s as output 

vaNes. Overall the book is a fabulots read 

62pppaper back book code 1750 

(1100 + (2.00 UK p+p 

Fundamentals of Radio-Valve 

Technique 

J. Deketh 

This is part of the philips technical series 

written in 1947 it was one the most author-

ewe and comprehensive treatments of the 

nature and function of the vaccum tube. 

534pp. Paper back 

Code No. 1630 

£21.50 + £ 2.50 P&P (UK) 

The Williamson Amplifier 

by D.T.N. Williamson. 

Offers practical advice on how to build and 

set up the amplifier for best results 

4Opp Paper back 

Code No. 1040 

£.95 + £ 1.50 P&P (LI() 
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Build your own High-End Audio 

Equipment 

by Elecktor 

Build your own High-End Audio equip-

ment contains construction projects for 

solid state preamplifiers and power 

amplifiers. active cross-over filters, an 

active subwoofer, a mono/stereo 

compressor and a headphone amplifier 

Code No, 1390 

£14.95 + 62.50 P&P (UK) 

The LP is back 

by Audio Arnatures 

Your complete guide to LP care and 

maintenance designed to offer you 

everything useful for those who love 

and enjoy this older music medium. 

This covers the theory and care of 

LPs and the electronics and mechan-

ics of its players. 

154pp Paperback , Code No.1620 

£8.00 • £2.00 P&P (UK) 

Inside the Vacuum Tube 

One of the most thorough (and funny) 

books ever written on the way vacuum 

tubes function. Rider's mastery of analo-

gies common to most of us makes the 

book especially useful to those who 

want to learn about vacuum tubes. 

Code No. I 840 

£24.00 + £2.50 P&P ( UK) 

Glass Audio PnDjeCt3 - 17Vacuum 

Tube Designs 

This book features 17 vaive protect 

designed mod and tested by some of the 

best authors state side Designs sud, as a 

3808 push-pull amp. a 33 power amp a 

6528 single ended. a 3038 parallel seigle-

ended anip.a6C33C-B single ended amp, 

a 70W KT88 push-pull arm a 2A3 single 

ended amp to name a fewAll dome-

non is provided so most piujeus on 

bebuik from scratch. 

Paperback 73pp Code 1790, 

£8.00 + £ 1.50 P&P (UK) 

Vacum Tube Amplifiers 

by Valk., &Wairnan 

This book is a well known reference 

valve text book and is assembled 

from pieces by ten knowledgable 

authors.An absolute bible when it 

comes to valve electronics 

734pp, Paperback, Code 1770 

£29.95 + 4.30 P&P ( UK) 

Build your own Audio Valve Amplifiers 

by Rainer Zur Linde 

This book coven construction projects 
for preamplifers, power amplifiers and 

two amplifiers for musical instruments 

aimed at the practical audio/hi-fi enthu-

siast, it offers much information on the 

operation of electron tubes, while the 

first chapter gives a short history of 

the thennionic valve. 

paperback, 25Ipp, Code No.I320 

£14.95 + 2.50 P&P (UK) 

RCA Receiving Tube Manual 

Technical Series RC- I4 

This book presents RCAs commercial valve 

line-up ase was in 1940 Thy manual coven 

terminoloeTechnokrgy and application va/ve 

swung and then a larger section giving some a 

cue ideas and plenty of d. coi numerous 

6L6,6N7.6SN7 

255pp Paperback, Code Na 1800 

£13.95 + £2.00 p&p (UK) 

Audio/Radio Handbook 

By National Semiconductor 

National Semiconductor s manual is an essential 

aid to engineers and experienced hobbyists in 

the application of Nationalis line of consumer 

ando and radio ICI Not only does e hold coin-

prehensne data of their ICs but discusses theo-

ry aspects of ampkfiers and pre-amps and cov-

ers electronic prinopals. 

paperback 200pp, Code Na 1810 

£13.950 £2.00 P&P (UK) 

The Joy of Audio Electronics 

by Charles Hansen 

This is a fail-safe guide to the pleasures of 

hands-on electronic construction. This 

book covers test and measurement pro-

jects, how to build simple kits, safety 

issues, the workplace, theory and 

resources .A must for the beginner who 

plans to build more advanced electronic 

projects in the future. 
I 24pp Paperback, Code No.I 650 

£10.50 + £2.50 P&P (UK) 

GEC Audio Tube Data 

Full of data and circuits concerning 

the three most well known MO 

Valve power tetrodes, the KT66. 

KT77 and KT88. (the KT77 was 

GEC'sanswer to Mollards 8134) and 

some data on the PX4 and PX25 

triodes, The first section concerns 

preamplifiers of various types, with 

information regarding equalisation. 

tone controls, filters and suchlike. 

An excellent book for all valve 

heads. 

Paperback Code No. 1780 

(14.95 + £2.00 (UK) 

An Approach to Audio Electronic Valves 

in Audio Frequency Amplifiers 
by E. Rodenhuls 

Discussing the use of valve data. the func-

tion of different amplifier stages and 

includes detailed descriptions of eight 

designs. A wealth of practical data, mea-

surements and interesting features will be 

found. A very good read. 

Paperback 147pp, Code No. I 520 

Price £ 12.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK) 

Audio Reality 

by Bruce Rozenblitz 

Investigates conductors, skin effect, imped-

ance, interconnects, speaker cables. balanced 

lines, transmission lines, isolation transform-

ers. tubes, acoustics and much mure. Also. 

Includes 6 aceilere detailed valve design projects. 

ElOwatt OTL,25watt OIL, grounded grid pre. 

amp. 150watt amp.. 6550 SE amp and a 

gnxinded grid cascode phono pream 

Paperback 128pp, Code No. 1640 

Price 21.50 + 2.50 P&P (UK) 

Millard Tube Circuits for Audio 

Amplifiers 

Includes full designs for eleven power and 

control amps, including 5-20, using valves. 

Begins with a four chapter tutorial on getting 

the best sound from valve amplifiers. 

I 42pp 8" x 10" Paperback Code 1030 

£13.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK) 

The Beginner's Guide to Tube Design 

by Bruce Rozenblitz 

This book takes a comprehensive look at 

tube audio design. It explains how vacuum 

tubes work and how to design with them. 

Rozenblit covers stabilisation and testing, a 

description of 13 famous and classic amps 

and preamps and how to work effectively as a 

designer A hands-on guide to construction 

techniques, tools and choosing components 

and tubes is provided. 1997. 

I32pp Paper back Code No. 1340 

£15.50 + £2.50 P&P (UK) 
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ORDER 4 BOOKS & OVER & PAY ONLY £7.00 FOR P&P (UK ONLY) 

Swine. 

ManuaJe HI-FI a valvole Schematic) 2' 

This book is dedicated to self makers and 

to Hi-Fi tube engineers With a wealth of 

circuit diagrams from some of the best 

valve amplifiers. pre-amplifiers and phono 
equipment producers in the world. 

Intluding,Audio Research, Altec. Conrad 

Johnson, Art Audio. Layman. Carver. 

Dynaco, Electrovace, Leak, Macintosh. 

Maranta, Quad, Radford, Quick Silver. 

numerous OTL designsVerdienVTL and 

Western Electo Well worth the money 

208pp. Paperback Code No. 1720 

£44.00 £4.00 P&P (UK) 

First in High Fidelity 

The Products and History 

of H. J. Leak & Co. Ltd. 

by Steven Spicer 

This book is the unique and 

comprehensive story about 

one of the world's best high-

fidelity audio companies. 

Contained are 300 pictures. 

30 circuit diagrams for classic 

designs of the day. There are 

also numenaus anecdotes and 

ccntribunons from a-ernployass. 

A wonderhil historical read. 

270pp Paperback 

Code no.1740 

£19.95 • £3.55 pup UK 

111." MI6 

stw, flown,' 
ah VTULAIldr, 

il ILIX 111,4111ns 

VACUUM 
TUBES 
• 

Getting the molt out of,iscuum 

Tubes 

by Robert B.Torner 

From the cover. 'Types and causes of tube 

failures, what to expect from tubes, testing 

methods and all about tube maintenance 

programs.' This book is intended to offer 

explanations of why tubes fail and what to 

do about it Discussions of catastrophic and 

degenerative failures, selecting tubes and 

tube types and testing and predicting tube 

performance 

I 6Opp Paperback, Code No. 1710 

£13.950 £2.00 P&P (UK) 

Basic Theory and 

Application of Electron 

Tubes 

A US Army & Navy 

Publication 

This book is an excellent 

introduction into valves. It 

does lust about everything 

its title suggests.Written in 

1957 it was used by the US 

military as a text book in 
their electronis department 

Superbly written it con-

tainns all you need to know. 

215pp Paperback 

Code No.I 760 

£17.95 + £3.50 P&P (UK) 

Sylvania Technical Manual 

by Sylvania Electric 

Products Inc. 

This 13th edition contains 

data on more than 3300 elec-

tron tubes and semiconduc-

tor devices. Reprinted here 

without the TV picture tube 

section, this manual contains 

detailed information on 

Sylvania's devices including 

charts and diagrams A master 
index is found in the front of 

the book for reference 
516pp Paper back 

Code No. 1700 
£16.95 • £3.80 UK pup 

Modern High-End Valve Amplifiers 

Based on Toroidal Output 

Transformers 

by Menno van der Veen 

Explams die whys and wherefores of 

toroidal output transformers at vanous 

technical levels. Discussed extensively 

within this book are designs for amplifiers 

from 10 to 100 watts Finally. the author 

gives some attention to a number of 

special valve amplifiers, and to the theory 

and practice of negative feedback 

250pp Hard back Code No. 1670 

£24.95 + £3.30 POP (UK) 

Valve Amplifiers 

(second edition) 

by Morgan Jones, Audio 

Engineer 

This book allows those with a 

limited knowledge of the field 

to understand both the theo-

ry and the practice of valve 

audio amplifier design, such 

that they can analyse and 

modify circuits, and rebuild an 

amplifier Constructional 
techniques are also provided 
so readers can build from 

scratch designs that actually 

work 

488pp. Paper back, 

Code Mn, 1330 

£26.99 • 3.76P&P ( UK) 

LOUDSPEAKER BOOKS 

I I • I \( 

Testing Loudspeakers+ 

by Joe D'Appolito 

Joe DAppolito loudspeaker designer and 

consultant. has written the definitive text on 

testing loudspeakers Dr D'Appolito brings 

his expertise to the subiect and provides 

you with a hands-on discussion of testing 
drivers and systems He brings you the the-

ory and physics behind loudspeaker testing 

in this volume. 

Paperback 

Code No, 1580 

£24.95 + £3.00 P&P (UK) 

Bullock On Boxes 

by Robert M.Bulodt M. 

Using Thiele-Small parameters clearly, it 
offers lots of helpful tables and graphs to get 

to grips with the sizing of the box and pon 

of a reflex 

loudspeaker 
72pp 81/2" I 1" Paperback 

Code No.1100 

£12.95 • £2.50 P&P (UK) 

Audio Amateur Loudspeaker Projects 

A collection of the 25 best speaker articles 

published in the Audio Amateur throughout 

the 1970s. this popular book is proof that 

great designs are never out of date. This 
volume is a rich source of theory, practice 

and design. 

135pp 81/2" o II" Paperback 

Code No. 1550 

£16.95 • £2.50 P&P (UK) 

Electrostatic Loudspeaker Design and 

Construction 

by Ronald Wagner 

Step by step guide to the design and con-
struction of a full range electrostatic loud-
speaker. including basic operating principles. 

Strongly recommended for those wanting 

to either build, repair and/or restore, or 

who are lust interested in electrostatics. 

243pp 7" o 9 5/8" Paperback 

Code No. 1080 

£16.95 0 £3.25 P&P (UK) 

ORDER ON-LINE , 

worldaudiodesign.co 

Loudspeakers:The Why and How of 

Good Reproduction 

by GA. Briggs 

An easy to understand book on building 

loudspeakers. using empirical techniques 

that pre-date computer analysis Strongly 

recommended for beginners 

88pp 51/2" o 81/2" Paperback 

Code: 1070 

£10.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK) 

.411> urswwo,,,..,,„,.4. 
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The Loudspeaker Design 

Cookbook, 6th edition (new) - 

by Vance Dickason 

This best seller offers up-to-date design 

information for the home constructor It 

uses modern Thiele-Small theory and 

parameters. 

288pp 81/2" x 111/2" Paperback 

Code No. 1090 
£29.50 + £4.00 P&P (UK) 

Horn Loudspeaker Design 

by Mr J. Diosa/ale 

A collector of papers by Mr J Dinsdale, that 

discuss the design and theory of tins wonder-

ful breed of loudspeaker The book contains 

detailed drawings of numerous design. includ-

ing some Lowther classosAlso, included with 

the book na 3.5inch floppy disc with straight 

forward software to assist in the design 

process.A serials reference for those with an 

interest in horn ,pd..¡Iigrs 

112pp paper bad( & 3.5 kw/ chc 

210mrn x 300mm 

Code 1730 

£29.50 + £2.50 P&P (UK) 

Acoustics & Psychoacoustics 2nd Edition 

by David M. Howard 8. James Angus 

Pe introduction to Karmat covering human 

perception of sound. notes and hammy. rousi-

cal dynamics. timbre of musical instilment& 

amusoc model for musical instrument& Fear-

ing MUSK different environment& deceiving the 

ear and processing sound do:Art.41y. 

7/4p 244 xlMmrn 

papertuck 

Code: 1370 

£29.99 u £3.50 P&P (UK) 

'phone 01245 450651 

or visit our website 

Innitrvvamorldaudiodesign.com 

e-mail: saleseworldaucliodesign.com 

product demos available by appointment 

Unit 6, Rumsey Row, Writtle, Chelmsford 

Essex CM1 3YA. 
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BRISTOL & BATH 

THE RIGHT NOTE Tel: (01225) 

874728. Are you happy with your 

system? We find that most audiophiles 

listen for most of the time to systems 

that are 'not quite right'. Forget the 

'Best Buy' reviews and putting a system 

together like a patchwork quilt. Let us 

assess the vast range available, you 

judge the results. We'll help you to 

plan a system for the future, even if 

you spread the purchases. Leave ' up-

grade-itis' behind, save money and 

enjoy music all the time. Just listen, 

and you'll know. 

CD: Accuphase, Audio Synthesis, Bel 

Canto, dCS, Resolution Audio, Wadia. 

Vinyl: Basis, Clearaudio, DNM, Graham, 

Michell, Sumiko,Transfiguration. 

Amps:Advantage, CAT, DNM, Gamut, 

Spectral. 

Speakers: Audio Physic, NEAT,Verity 

Audio.Tuners: Magnum Dynalab. 

(Credit Cards Accepted). 

V'AUDIO HiFi Consultants: 36 

Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop. Bristol. BS9 

I EJ. Tel: 0117 968 6005. ATC,AVI, 

Alon, ALR Jordan, Audio Analogue, Avid, 

Black Rhodium, Electrocompaniet, Eslab 

Digital Amps, Harman Kardon, Infinity, 

Jamo, Lyra, Origin Live, Opera, 
Ortofon, PS Audio, Ruark, Michell, REL, 

SME, Sugden,Townshend,Triangle, 

Unison Research Valve Amps,VPI. 

Specialists in Video Projectors by SIM2, 
Infocus, Sanyo; screens by Stewart, 

Draper, Da-Lite, Owl, and Amps/DVD's 

by Harman Kardon etc. Demos by 

appointment only. Home trial facilities. 

We are not a shop. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

THE AUDIO FILE 41 Victoria Road, 

Cambridge.Tel. 01223 368305. 

Fax: 01223 354975. Email: 

s.streater@aol.com.'For the best in 

British Hi-Fi and Home cinema 

entertainment'.Visit or call to arrange 

a dem with products from:Arcam, Linn, 

Naim, Cyrus, Absolute Sounds, Kef, 

Sony,Yamaha, Rel, Ruark, Denon. 

CHESHIRE 

ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd. Chester 

CH2 3NH. www.acoustica.co.uk.Tel 

01244 344227.All the best in HiFi & 

Home Cinema from Naim, Rega, Rotel, 

Sugden,Tube Technology, Primare, 

Isotek, Harman Kardon, Teac, Acoustic 

Energy, JM Lab, B&VV, Spendor, Royd, 

REL, Quadraspire, SIM2 & Sanyo 

projectors and much more. We offer 

full demonstration facilities, interest 

free credit and delivery & install 

systems throughout Cheshire, 

Merseyside & North Wales. Opening 

hours are Tuesday to Saturday 10.00 to 

5.30. 

ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon 

Road, Wrexham, North Wales,Tel. 

01978 364500. Audio Visual Specialists. 

Arcam,Audio Analogue, Bose, B&VV, 

Celestion. Castle, Denon, Harmon 

Kardon, Jamo, Marantz, Michell, Mission, 

Onkyo, Pro-Ject, Musical Fidelity, NAD, 

Micromega, Myrad, QUAD, Radford, 

Rotel, Ruark,Tannoy,TDL,Teac, 

Thorens, UKD, Unison Research, 

Yamaha, DSP Club Member, Demo 

Room, installation service. Easy Parking 

and Motorway access.All major credit 

cards accepted. 9.30 - 5.30 daily. Closed 

Sunday & Monday. 

DOUG BRADY HI-FI Kingsway 

Studios, Kingsway North,Warrington, 

WA I 3NU Tel 01925 828009 Fax 

01925 825773.Visa, Mastercard, 

Lombard Tricky. 2 dem rooms, home 

trial; Agencies include: Arcam,Tag 

McLaren, AVI, B&VV, Castle, Caspian, 

Chord Electronics, Exposure, Harbeth, 

Heybrook, Krell, LFD, Michell, Meridian, 

Musical Fidelity, Monitor Audio, Naim, 

Nautilus 800 series, Pink Triangle, 
ProAc, Roksan, SME,Wilson Benesch, 

XTC and many more. 

ORPHEUS AUDIO.The North 

West's main Shanling dealer, 

demonstrating affordable excellence 

from Shanling, Monopulse, Heart, MF 

Audio, EAR. Horning, Acoustic Zen, 

Wireworld, LAT and others. 

Demonstrations by appointment in 

Gatley, Cheshire.Tel: 01614 281 539, 

e-mail: orpheusaudio@tiscali.co.uk 

DEVON 

AUDIO DESTINATION Audio 

Destination,32b Bampton Street (above 

Hill House Hammond),Tiverton, 

Devon.Tel (01884) 243584. Hi-Fi/Home 

Cinema specialists. 2 demonstration 

rooms, home demonstrations,childs 

play area, interest free credit, 

relaxed/friendly service. Musical Fidelity, 

Ruark, Monitor Audio, Chord, Project, 
Primare,Tube Technology,Totem, Unison 

Research. NAD, Nordost, Lexicon, 

Trinity Audio plus others. 

e-maikinfo@audiodestination.co.uk  

DORSET 

MOVEMENT AUDIO 588 Ashley 

Road, Poole, Parkstone, Dorset BH14 

OAQ. Tel: (01202) 730865/380018. 

Arcam, B&VV, Castle, Chord Electronics, 

Cyrus, Denon. Marantz, Michell, Mission, 

Pioneer,Tannoy Dimension,Yamaha. 2 

Dem rooms. Listen to the available 

choice and decide at your leisure - no 

pressure, no obligation. Our staff enjoy 

music, with our choice of products, you 

can too! Service Department. Free 

installation. Home trial facilities. Access, 

Visa, Amex, Diners Card. Credit 

facilities available. Open Tuesday-

Saturday I 0-5.30. 

www.movement-audio.co.uk 

MOVEMENT AUDIO 926 

Wimborne Road, Winton, 

Bournemouth, Dorset. BH9 4DH.Tel: 

(01202) 529988/520066 Arcam, B&VV, 

Denon, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical 

Fidelity, Opera, Pioneer, Quad, Roksan, 

Ruark,Yamaha. Full dem facitlites 

available, also home dem. Friendly 

expert advice. Service Department. 

Free installation. Home trial facilities. 

Access,Visa, Amex. OpenTuesday-

Saturday 9.30-5.30 

WEYMOUTH HI-FI 33-35 Maiden 

Street,Weymouth, Dorset DT4 8BA. 

Tel (01305) 785729/766345. Arcam, 

B&VV, Denon, KEF, Marantz. Mission, 

Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer, 
Quad, Sony,Tannoy,Yamaha. Dem 

room. Friendly professional advice. 

Only quality hi-fi dealer in Weymouth 

area. Service Department. Free instal-
lation. Home trial facilities. Access,Visa, 

Amex, Switch, Delta Mastercard. 

Interest free credit. Instant credit. 

Open Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30 

LONDON 

THOMAS HEINITZ LTD 35 

Moscow Road, Bayswater, London,W2 

4AH.Tel: 020 7229 2077. Fax: 020 7727 

9348. Email: info@thomasheinitz.com. 

Web site: www.thomasheinitz.com. 

Established in I 952,Thomas Heinitz 

has a long history of providing the best 

music and AV systems available. We 

continue to offer the highest standard 

of service in the most relaxed 

atmosphere.Whatever your needs, 

from multiroom and home cinema to a 

high quality stereo system, we offer 

consultation, design specification, 

architect liasion and installation in 

order to ensure your system is 

tailored to your exact requirments. For 

quotes contact our manager Johnny 

Drum. 

HEAR HERE 

Tel: 020-8875 9696 or 07768 738372, 

Email: hearhere@onetel.com. 

We invite you to listen to our carefully 
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selected combination of the 

astonishing and award winning 

Avantgarde loudspeakers and the 

highly regarded and hand-built in 

Britain Art Audio valve amplification. 

Hi-Fi has never sounded or looked this 

good! Also EAT Valves. Please call 

anytime for an informal daytime or 

evening demonstration in Kensington, 

West London. 

LANCASHIRE 

Orpheus Audio. See our main entry 

under Cheshire. 

MIDDLESEX 

RIVERSIDE HI-FI 422 Richmond 

Road, East Twickenham, Middlesex, 

TVV I 2EB. 

Tel: 020 8892 7613 Fax: 020 8892 

7749. www.riversidehifi.co.uk 

Audio Research, Blueroom, Bose,B&O, 

Copland, Denon, Elac, Infocus. Krell, 

Linn, Living control, Martin Logan, 

Michell. Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, 

NAD, Project, QED, Rel,Sennheiser, 

Sonus Faber, , Teac, Theta, 

Wilson.Finance available. Subject to 

status.Written details available on 

request. Export orders welcome. UK 

mail order available. 3 demonstration 

rooms. All major credit cards. Open 

10am-5.30pm Mon-Sat. 

OXFORDSHIRE 

OVERTURE HI-FI 3 Church Lane, 

Banbury, Oxon OX16 8LR.Tel (01295) 

272158. Email sales@overture.co.uk 

Website: www.overture.co.uk Arcam, 

Bose, Denon, KEF. Linn Products, Miller 

and Kriesel, Mission, Mirage, NAD, 

Naim Audio, Spendor,Yamaha. For 

sensible unbiased advice, call 

Oxfordshire's audio experts. Superb 

demo facilities. No appts. necessary. 

Home Cinema,Plasma TV, Projectors, 

Lutron Lighting, MultiRoom and 

Commercial installations. Access/Visa, 

instant credit. Mon-Fri I 0-6, Sat 9.30-

5.30. 

STAFFORDSHIRE 

ACOUSTICA I I 4 Wolverhampton 

Rd, Stafford ST17 4AH. 

www.acoustica.co.uk.Tel 01785 

258216.All the best in Hi-Fi & Home 

Cinema from Naim Audio,Arcam, Rega, 

Rotel,NAD, Sugden, Tube Technology, 

Yamaha, Harman Kardon, Bowers & 

Wilkins, Focale Lab, Monitor Audio, 

Ruark, Mission, KEF KHT, REL, 

Quadraspire,Sim2, Optoma & Sanyo 

projectors and much more.We offer 

full demonstration facilities, interest 

free credit and delivery & install 

systems throughout Staffordshire & the 

Midlands. Opening hours are Tuesday 

to Friday 10.00 to 5.30. Saturday 10.00 

until 5.00. 

SUFFOLK 

AUDIO IMAGES 128 London Road 

North, Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR32 I HB 

Tel: 01502 582853. Arcam, Acurus, 

Castle, Rotel, Moth,Triangle, QTA, 

Sugden, Denon, Yamaha, Mirage, M & K, 

Definative, Musical Fidelity, plus the 

incredible Rothwell range. Refreshingly 

different selection. Dem Room, 

Professional AV installer's from budget 

to high end. Full credit facilities. 9.30 to 

5.30 Mon & Sat — 9.30 to 6.00 Tues to 

Fri. 

WEST MIDLANDS 

SOUND CINERGY 37 High Street, 

Aldridge. 01922 457926.Tues-Sat 10 - 

5.30. AE, Arcam, Chord Co., Creek, 

Harman Kardon, Infinity, Linn, Loewe, 

Marantz NAD, Project, PURE REL, 

Tannoy, van den Hul. 

www.soundcinergy.co.uk 

http://www.soundcinergy.co.uk 

WILTSHIRE 

SALISBURY HI-FI LTD 15 

Catherine Street, Salisbury, Wiltshire 

SPI 2DETel (01722) 322169/330841. 
Arcam, B&VV, Celestion, Denon, KEF, 

Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Musical 

Fidelity, NAD, Opera, Pioneer, Ruark, 

Tannoy,Yamaha, 2 Dem rooms. Friendly, 

relaxed atmosphere. Professional 

advice. Home dem available. Service 
department, Free installation. Home 

trial facilities. Access,Visa, Amex. 

Interest free credit. Instant credit. Open 

Mon-Sat 9-5.30. 

YORKSHIRE (EAST) 

THE AUDIO ROOM 2 George 

Street, Hedon, Hull, HUI2 8JH. 

tel 01482 891375. 

www.theaudioroom.co.uk 

The Norths premier hi fi dealer, stunning 

showrooms and dedicated listening 

room, authorised agents for, Linn, Nairn, 

Krell,Audio Research, Cyrus, 

Sugden, Rega,Ayre Acoustics, Mark 

Levinson, Pathos, Unison Research, B&VV, 

Proac, Focal JM lab, Spendor, Sonus Faber, 

Martin Logan and others. Home 

demonstrations and credit facilities 

available. Open Mon - Sat, 9am - 

6pm.The Norths friendliest hi fi dealer. 

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH) 

THE HI-FI STUDIOS 

Hi-Fi — Home Cinema — Custom 

Installation Tel: Doncaster 

01302 727274 or 01302 725550. E-Mail: 

info@thehifistudios.freeserve.co.uk 
Web Site: www.thehifistudios.co.uk 

Musical Fidelity, Electrocompaniet, 

ProAc, PMC, JM Lab, Ruark, Castle, 

TEAC, Unison Research, Monitor 

Audio, Impulse, Primare, Harbeth, 
NAD, Michell Turntables, Nottingham 

Analogue Studios, Audio Analogue, 

Living Voice, Densen, Celestion, KEE, 

Opera,Trichord Research, Nordost, 

Stands Unique, Ortofon, Project, 

Goldring, REL, Denon,TAG McLaren, 

Rotel,Yamaha, Proceed — plus many 

more.Viewing & Demonstration by 

appointment in a unique setting. 

Home trials and installation. Card 

facilities and 0% available. Please 

phone for more information. BADA. 

CEDIA. 

YORKSHIRE (WEST) 

PREMIER AUDIO - now 

demonstrating - Room 1: DCS Elgar, 

Purcell & Verdi Transport, Plinius CD 

Lad & 250 Power,Verity Fidel° & Sonus 

Faber Speakers, Siltech Cables, Isotek 

Sub Station, BDA Equipment Stands 

Room 2:Audio Aero,Audio Synthisis, 

Kora Pre & Power, Pink Triangle 

CD/Amp, Martin Logan / Audio Physics 

Speakers,Arcici Equipment Stand, 
lsotek Sub Station P/S Audio Synthisis, 

Audio Physics, Audio Aero, Absolute 

Sounds, DCS, Kora, Plinius, Siltech, 

Arcici, BDA, Pink Triangle, Avid 

Turntables, Project, Ortofon,Van den 
Hul, Mirage. P/X welcome Home 

demonstration good selection of 

S/hand.We are 10mins J39 - M 1 
I Omins J30 M62 Tel:Wakefield 01924 

255045 - Colin Grundy. 

AUDIO REPUBLIC, 78 Otley Road, 

Leeds 0113 2177294, 

www.audio-republic.co.uk for the very 

best in quality hifi in West Yorkshire 

and beyond, our relaxed and profes-

sional approach stems from over 10 

years experience in designing and 

installing high quality music systems. 

We believe the following offer 

outstanding results; Naim Audio, Regs 

Research, Dynavector Systems 

(amplifiers and cartridges)Totem 

Acoustic, Conrad Johnson, Sugden, 

ProAc, Spendor, Shahinian, JM Lab, 

TEAC, Nottingham Analogue, Kuzma, 

Living Voice, Hutter Furniture, Benz 

Cartridges, Cardas Cables, 

Quadraspire, Chord Cables, Custom 

Design,Alphason Designs. Choice of 

shop or home demonstrations, open 

Tues - Sat 9.30am to 5.30 pm, most 

credit cards welcome. Please phone for 

a chat and directions. 

ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon 

Road,Wrexham, North Wales,Tel 

.01978 364500. See our main ad 

under Cheshire. 

VINVI 'RECORD MAIL ORDER 

DIVERSE VINYL 10 Charles Street, 

Newport, NP20 I JU. 
Tel/Fax: 01633 259661/256261. 

Email: sales@diverse-music.co.uk 

Probably the most varied and 

impressive selection of brand new LPs 

you'll find anywhere: international new 

releases, reissues and audiophile 

products. Also UK distributor of the 
Disco Anti Stat LP Cleaning Device. 

Call for a free catalogue, or visit 

www.www.diversevinyl.com 
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specialists 

specialist hi-fl dealers 
LONDON 

1 11, . egrAinNe 
ORANGES & LEMONS 

THE INNOVATIVE HIFI, 
HOME CINEMA AND MULTI ROOM 
RETAILER/INSTALLER 

Friendly and efficient service 

0% finance 

JUICY FRUIT FROM LONDON'S FRESHEST RETAILER 

ARCAM B&W CABLE TALK CASTLE CHORD 
CREEK DENON EPOS LINN MARANTZ 
NAIM NAD NEAT PMC QED REGA ROKSAN 
ROTEL RUARK STANDS UNIQUE SOUNDSTYLE 
YAMAHA XANTECH and many others 

020-7924 2040 
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SWI 1 

Website:oandlhifi.co.uk 

SPECIALIST 

e largest selection of mint, pre-loved 
aim Audio components on the planet. 

• Help 8 advic 

• Dem facilities 
• mail order 

• Open 7 days 

Tel: 01727 893928 

www.tomtomaudio.com 

tunes(tomtornaudio.com 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

Living Voice Loudspeakers 
Tom Evans Audio Design 

Resolution Audio 
Neat Acoustics 
Border Patrol 
DNM/Reson 
Audio Physic 
LFD Audio 

•- 
the sound prac tice. 
iraitects of extraordinary 
channel atar.o systems 

www.thesoundpractice.com 

surgery@thesoundpractice.com 

St Albans (01727) 893 928 

IRELAND 

"AINM - the Irish for NAIM" 

COME AND LISTEN 

Authorised NAIM Audio distributor 8 retailer 
based "n Swords, Co Dublin, Ireland 

Call Peter on: 00353 (0)1 813 7937 
oc (m) 00353 (0)87 247 0559 
Email: Info@alnmav,corn 

Information and poce El avalabie on www.ainmavcom 

Alm% A-V Ltd, No 1 Church Road, 
Swords. County Dubin, Ireland 

MAIL ORDER 

For all your advertising 

requirements please call 

0870 242 0567 

or email: 

advertising@hi-fiworld.co.uk 

YORKSHIRE 

Shadwell Hi-Fi Studios 
The Best Analogue Dealer in Yorkshire 

Why come to us? We are music lovers NOT 
Salesmen. We stock a carefully selected range 
and offer a comprehensive namable Service 

unequalled locally 

Affordable Analogue Audio 

Michell • ProJect • Roksan • NAD • PSB • 
and other award winning brands. 

Turntable Services: 
Ann Rewiring • Servicing • Refurbishment 

Have a coffee, relax & listen in home surrowxlings 
www.shadwellhifico.uk 

Phone: Leeds 01132 371 019 

VALVES Et TUBES 

CYC Delmer Valve Cotnpany 
J 

Buy CVC. PREMIUM HI - El valves direct from us. 
All valves processed for improved performance. 

We also have stock of MAJOR BRAND types inc. 
MULLARD, GEC, BR1MAR, RCA, GE, PHILIPS, etc. 

The Stables, Ittaldow Park, Great Iladdow, 
Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 7SY 

'Eel: 01245 241301 Fax. 01245 241309 
Email: .tile.r,cheliners air e.rom 

SERVICES Et 
CONSULTANTS 

Front End Problem? 
contact 

The Cartridge Man 
It doesn't have to cost an arm and a 

leg to get the best - listen to my 
Koestsu - and Decca -eater. 

Also agents for Croft, Hadcock 
EAR, Michell & 

Moth. 

plus cartridge re-tipping service 
020 8688 6565 

Wehsite: %%%%%%.thecartridgeman.com 

tilE WEAKEST LINV 

in your sound system is the 

power supply. 
John Thorpe Audio bespoke 

cables boost power & 

performance. 

vww.johnthorpeaudio.co.uk 
01840 213797 

Transcn ptors Ltd 
31 Stanton Street, New Houghton, 

Mansfield, Nottinghamshire, NG19 8T0 

England 

Telephone: +44 (0) 7005 963 827 
Fax: +44 (0) 7005 980 827 

Email: transcriptors_limited@yahoo.co.uk 
Web: www.transcriptors.co.uk 
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Get your issue of hi-fi world 
straight to your door! 

Get to our amazing classified 
ads first and grab a bargain!! 

) Run by dedicated hi-fi engineers and 
enthusiasts. 

> Hi-Fi World has become famous for its 
informative reviews and radical kit designs. 

NEW NUMBERS 
Hotline 
+44 (0) 1442 879097 
Fax No: 
+44 (0) 1442 872279 

emajh 
hifiworld@webscribe.co.uk 

For Back Issues enquires please 
contact the above numbers 
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computer 

pretty I 
No sooner than Apple's delectable iPod mini portable digital music player finally arrived on 
these shores, Patrick Cleasby bought a pink one for the trouble and strife... 

Browse 

Extras 

Settings 

Backlight 

ing up, how could I 

deny the love of my 

life the iPod mini she 

so dearly desired? Of 

course, my curiosity 

got the better of me, so I had to 

evaluate what would have been the 

latest member of the iPod family - if 

its arrival had not been succeeded by 

the debut of the fourth generation 

classic iPod a week later.Thankfully 

when the mini actually shipped, Apple 

had taken note of consumer resis-

tance to the intended £ 199 price 

point, and dropped it to £ 179. 

In most respects the mini is 

exactly what its name suggests — a 

shrunken version of the iconic digital 

music player.Very little is lost in the 

process, but extreme gadget freaks 

should note that the functionality for 

voice recording using Belkin and 

Griffin microphones, and for data 

storage using the Belkin card reader 

has not been carried over. However 

all the contacts/ calendar synchroni-

sation notes and storage facilities are 

still there.You can also still use the 

device as a portable Firewire disk, 

but you will probably want to use 

most of the available 4GB for music. 

In the usual Apple style, the 

extends to its gorgeous packaging. 

The split and hinged box divides into 

the now-familiar two storage pods, 

one proudly cradling the iPod 

wrapped in "Please don't steal music" 

cellophane, and the other containing 

the belt clip and most of the 

accessories. Much like the new 4G 

20GB iPod the iPod mini is not 

supremely well-equipped, lacking a 

dock and even the headphone 

Also in the box is the documen-

tation, and a CD-ROM.Those whose 

computers are already up to date 

with the latest version of iTunes (4.6 

at the time of writing) will not have 

to use it, but for initiates the instal-

lation of iTunes will be necessary. 

Even if you have an earlier version 

than the included 4.5, and you intend 

to use Apple Lossless,WMA 

conversion or the iTunes Music Store 

"it is inoossiole not to score the 
iPoc mini with too marks, Its 
cesiraoility as a stylish toy is oackec 
LID oy exemola'y performance". 

remote control. Both are non-

essential and available as separate 

items for £29 each. For you healthy 

types an armband is also available for 

£19, enabling you to strap the mini 

on for gym activities.The headphones 

are exactly the same earbuds as 

those shipped with the 3G. 

Obviously these were immediately 

discarded in favour of the trusty 

you will need to update. With the 

shipping of Musicmatch for PC iPod 

users now a distant memory this all 

applies equally for both PC and Mac 

users, but on first connection PC 

users will undergo the reformatting 

of the iPod from the shipped HFS+ 

(Journalled) Mac format to good old 

FAT32. 

1 opened my box in a busy office, 
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computer 

PICTURE COURTESY OF APPLE 

and this 

was the first sighting of a mini for 

many a hardened male Mac-head. 

Even they were moved to utter, "now 

that's nice...... And it is.When you're 

used to the chunky 40GB model the 

baby of the family sits impossibly 

lightly in the hand, and the feel of its 

brushed aluminium body is very 
seductive. Shortly after laying hands 

on this one I handled my first 

example from the US, and apart from 

theirs bearing the legend "Made in 

Taiwan" and ours being "Made In 

China" there is nothing to tell them 

apart.The unit seems well put 

together, but I wasn't about to 

attempt to explore its innards! 

The mini came out of the box 

needing a negligible amount of 

charging to top it up to the max.The 

mains charging arrangement is the 

familiar white shiny wall wart into 

which the Firewire cable can be 

plugged, only this time it is on a 

dinky slightly smaller scale in keeping 

with the smaller iPod.Advantages of 

the iPod Mini for PC users include 

the fact that it is capable of being 

charged via USB 2.0 and indeed it is 

shipped with a USB cable as well as 

the standard Firewire one. Reports 

from America suggest that this will 

even work using the USB port on 

the Airport Express unit, meaning 

that if you are going for the latter's 

intended "wi-fi your hotel room" 

usage, you will not need to carry the 

iPod power block with you. 

Unfortunately the clever technology 

does not yet permit iPod audio to 

play through the digital audio out of 

the Airport Express, but how cool 

would that be? 

Of course the Firewire/ USB 

cable has a much more important 

use than simply charging — getting 

the music onto the iPod. Unempirical 

initial impressions suggest that a 

Firewire transfer using a I GHZ 

iBook-based is marginally slower 

than the equivalent one to a 3G 

40GB machine, but this is probably 

down to the smaller disk diameter in 

the mini iPod. Initially I loaded up 

fully with a random selection of 

albums which had been data 

compressed in Apple Lossless format, 

primarily to see what the capacity 

was in album/tracks terms.The 

advertised 4GB (as you surely know 

by now advertisers like to call 

1,000,000,000 bytes a gigabyte - 

fallaciously) translates into 3.75 real 

data gigabytes, which in turn allows 

for about 150 Apple Lossless 

tracks, in my case equating to 12 

albums. 

The mini iPod is really a 3.5G 

iPod, so I had a reasonable suspicion 

that it might be better prepared for 

Apple Lossless playback than the 3G 

40GB, which still occasionally drops 

out as its buffering arrangement fails 

to cope.After listening to several 

hours of material played in exactly 

the same way (sequential album 

playback in one hour chunks) on the 

mini iPod I have yet to experience 

the same problem. Indeed I have 

heard improved buffering mentioned 

in connection with the 4G iPod so it 

would seem that this issue is now 

resolved. Listening to the same 

Lossless material on headphones on 

the 40GB and the mini revealed no 

audible difference in audio quality. As 

far as battery testing goes, I didn't 

have long enough to go through the 

five to ten charge discharge cycles 

recommended to get up to the 

claimed eight hours playback on a full 

charge, but it is generally accepted 

that the mini is slightly more capable 

of exceeding those eight hours than 

the 3G was. 

Once I had completed my 

Lossless tests it was time to start the 

loading of the iPod for its owner. I 

would never advocate the default 

I28kbps bitrate for archival 

purposes, or for anyone intending to 

listen to their AAC files on serious 

speakers but as this was going to be 

a headphones and car deal I went for 

the rate at which Apple's publicity 

suggests an iPod mini can contain 

1,000 tracks, and that indeed proved 

accurate.These files can sound a little 

thin and processed on revealing 

'phones like the MX500s but quality 

will be perfectly adequate for the 

mini's intended audience. 

The major innovation of the iPod 

mini was so well received that it has 

been carried over to the new 4G. 

"Clickwheel" is now Apple's 

preferred terminology for the fourth 

iPod iteration. Devised due to the 

imperative of limited space on the 

mini's frontage, it now seems to be 

the logical way to allow truly simple 

one handed operation of any iPod, 

through the simple expedient of 

dividing the four quarters of the 

previous model's touchwheel and 

using them to double as 

replacements for the four buttons. 

These were outside the scrollwheel 

on first and second generation 

machines, and then moved to be 

touch buttons beneath the screen 

most recently. The switch to 

clickwheel poses little problem to 

the experienced iPod user, with the 

buttons feeling nicely positive, and 

they are difficult to press inadver-

tently when you are intending to 

scroll by touch. 

It is impossible not to score the 

iPod mini with top marks — its 

desirability as an attractive and 

stylish toy is backed up by exemplary 

performance and ease of use.The 

few caveats associated with a 

recommendation to purchase for an 

audiophile audience are all related to 

consideration of capacity, battery life 

and hence value.A 4G 20GB iPod 

offers five times the capacity and fifty 

•••••£ 
Who would have thought it was 
possible to create a device with an even 
greater wow factor than the classic 
iPod? 

FOR 

- Exquisite Design 

- Excellent Sound 

- Wonderfully Compact 

AGAINST 

- Limited Capacity 

- Fixed Battery 

- Proprietary DRM 

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 

PC 500Mhz or higher with USB 2.0 or Firewire 

Windows 2000 SP4 or XP 

Mac with built-in Firewire 

OSX Version 10.1.5 or higher (10.3.3 recommended) 

¡Tunes 4.2 or later (4.5 supplied) vffm. sursTH3 

3.6 x 2 x 0.5 inches 
percent more playback time on a 3.6 ounces 

full charge (twelve hours versus 1.67 inches diagonal screen 
eight) for around forty pounds 

more. I doubt that these facts will 

deter those covetous of the mini's 

colourful cuteness.Those of you who 

are less susceptible to the lure of the 

cool know what to do... 

1.1.1 

less is more: new iPod mini 

(right) makes the original look 

positively frumpy... 
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manufacturers 

eet your aker 
A reference guide to Britain's manufacturers and distributors 

CREEK AUDIO LTD 
12 Avebury Court, Mark Road, Hemel 
Hampstead, Herts, HP2 7TA. 
Tel. 01442 260146 
E-mail:info@creekaudio.com 
Internet www.creekaudio.com 
Creek Audio manufactures in the UK. 
Current products include A50i,A50iR and 
5350SE integrated amplifiers, CD50 Mk2 
CD player, and 150 tune:All products are 
similarly styled providing an easy mix and 
match choice depending on budget. Our 
miniature OBH range includes two phono 
pre-amplifiers, two headphone amplifiers 
and a passive pre-amplifier. 

EPOS ACOUSTICS 
2 Avebury Court, Mark Road, Hemel 
Hampstead, Herts, HP2 7TA 
Tel. 01442 260146. 
Emaikinfo@epos-acoustics.com 
Website: www.epos-acoustics.com 
Innovative design and superior sound dis-
tinguish EPOS speakers from other 
brands in similar price categories. Five 
speaker models and two centre 
channels are currently available with a sub 
woofer in development. Supporting stands 
and plinths complement the speakers. In 
addition to its two channel appeal, Epos is 
now equally sought after in the fast 
expanding world of home cinema. 

FALCON ACOUSTICS LTD 
Unit 12 Damgate Industrial Estate, 
Damgate Lane, ACLE, Norwich, Norfolk, 
NRI3 3DJ 
Te1.01493 751100 Fax 01493 751155 
e-mail: sales@falcon-acoustics.co.uk 
UK distributors of FOCAL drive units, 
SOLEN (SCR-Chateauroux) polypropy-
lenecapacitors, TAYDEN high quality PA 
loudspeaker units. Falcon are the largest 
specialist Audio-inductor manufacturer in 
the UK Comprehensive range of DIY 
speaker parts and kits, Accessories and 
Books. Sub-bass and electronic filters. 
Audio Amateur Publications and Audio 
Computer Software. Everything but the 
wood! Enquiries should be accompanied 
by a 47p stamped address envelope or see 
full price list with illustrated details and 
pdf data sheets on our web site: 
www.falcon-acoustics.co.uk. 

GARRARD and LORICFtAFT 
4 Big Lane, Goose Green, Lambourne, 
Berks, RGI7 8XQ.Tel / fax: 01488 72267. 
We make the all-new Garrard 501 and 
601 turntables and can service/repair the 
older 301 and 401 models.We cannot help 
with the many other turntables that 
Garrard made.We are also manufacturers 
of the Loricraft Record Cleaning Machine, 
as reviewed in the July issue of this maga-
zine. See our website at 
www.garrard501.com for more informa-
tion. 

HORNS & VALVES 
Unit 5, Bards Corner, Hemel Hempstead 
HP1 3RR. Manufacturers of audiophile 
quality valve amplifiers and horn loud-
speakers, handcrafted in the UK.Tel 01442 
270 141 for the designer Brian Graves, and 
for details. 'Koronglay' - Lowther driven, 
floor standing horn loudspeaker. 100dB 
sensitivity. Available in oak, ash or cherry. 
Size 25cm wide x 35cm deep x 106cm 
high. From £ 1399. 'Merlin' - Integrated sin-
gle end triode amplifier designed to specif-
ically match the 'Koronglay' or any other 
horn enclosure. From £ 1199. 'Griffon' - 
Push Pull ultralinear valve amplifier. 
Powerful enough to suit almost any loud-
speaker. From £ 1299. All of our amplifers 
are totally enclosed in laser cut stainless 
steel cabinets to blend with any furnish-
ings. Size 43cm wide x 33cm deep x I 6cm 
high. 

MONITOR AUDIO LIMITED 
24 Brook Road, Rayleigh, Essex SS6 7XL 
Tel 01268 740 580. Fax 01268 740 589 
e-mail: info@monitoraudio.co.uk 
website: www.monitoraudio.co.uk 
Monitor Audio designs and manufactures 
British loudspeakers of the highest quality. 
Since 1972 Monitor Audio has been devel-
oping and perfecting the 
implementation of metal drivers, innova-
tive crossovers, and exemplary speaker 
cabinet construction and finish to further 
the ideal of achieving sound which to the 
original is "as close as it gets". As we enter 
the 21st Century, Monitor Audio leads the 
way in offering speakers that suit every 
pocket and which integrate seamlessly 
with both Hi-Fi and AV systems. 

PMC/BRYSTON PMC & Bryston are 
used during the production of both 
Harmonia Mundi and Deutsche 
Grammophon recordings in both stereo 
and surround. Emmy award winning manu-
facturers of the highest quality loudspeak-
ers and amplification. Industry standard in 
Mastering, Film Scoring, Broadcast and 
Post Productions. (5.1 & Stereo) PMC 
Products: Compacts, Floorstanders, and 
Large passive & active monitors. Prices 
range from £500 to £ 2,0000. Finished in 
a large selection of exquisite real wood 
veneers, all PMC loudspeakers are avail-
able in horizontal mirrored pairs, centre 
channels and complementary subs for 5.1 
surround systems. Bryston's balanced 
range of products include R/C Preamps, 
Integrated, Amp modules for all the PMC 
range, Mono, Stereo 150W to 800w per 
ch, 3 Ch, 4 ch and 5 channel THX ampli-
fiers, Surround processors, all with distor-
tion figures and build quality to die for. 
Every product is available in silver or black 
backed by a 20 year warranty. 
PMC Ltd 43-45 Crawley Green Road. 
Luton, LU2 OAA. 
Tel: 08704 441044 Fax: 08704 441045 
Email: sales@promonitorco.uk 
Web: www.pmc-speakers.com 

SUGDEN AUDIO PRODUCTS 
Designed and manufactured in the UK each 
Sugden product is hand-built by one highly 
skilled technician.A full range of pure class A 
amplifiers are available including integrated, 
stereo power and the incredible 
Masterclass balanced monoblocks. Our 
stunning Bijou system now comes with a 
single-ended pure class A power Amplifier 
with optional integral stand. Two analogue 
tuners have joined the range matching our 
A2I and Bijou series, offering a digital user 
interface with excellent facilities. Each ampli-
fier series has a matching CD player with a 
class A output stage and heavily modified 
transport. The class A HeadMaster offers a 
pre-amp with three inputs a fixed and vari-
able output with remote control. The 
HeadMaster can be used as a control unit in 
a high quality audio system and excels with 
headphones. Please contact us for product 
information, dealer list and brochures. 
01924 404088 email info@jesugden.co.uk. 

For allyour a ver 
requirements 

please call 0870 242 0567 
or email: 

advertising@hi-fiworld.co.uk 
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noel 
keywood 
W' 

e are questioning our 

past more than ever 

- researching, restor-

ing and recreating a 

fascinatingly wide 

range of products to 

try better to understand what has 

gone before and, perhaps, get a 

clearer idea of what may lie ahead. 

Yet few people in audio 

attach much value to his-

toric hi-fi.What we have is a 

constant upgrade and 

improve message which, 

whilst understandable, is 

also one-dimensional. Such a 

restricted view of the value 

of the goods we produce, use 

and enjoy can be damaging.A read-

er's letter this month questions the 

value of 'second-hand' hi-fi, but I see 

it in a slightly different context. 

The most vivid example of 

restoration - one that appeals to me 

because I studied aircraft engineering 

- is The Imperial War Museum's 

Duxford hangars, where old WWII 

fighters are being rebuilt to flying 

condition. I didn't realise that so 

much serious restoration work was 

going on until I walked into these 

hangars, to be confronted by the 

sight of stripped airframes, gleaming 

new alloy parts, massive aero engines 

on jgs and wnat have you, all being 

lovingly restored to working 

condition.There's something very 

evocative about machines as finely 

built and carefully honed as this, 

capable of such extreme 

performance. 

You may have seen a restoration 

corrpary in the Isle of Wight, quoted 

on the Freeview UK History 

channel, stating that today there are 

no fewer than fifty flying Spitfires. I 

asked the proud owner of an 

immaculate example at one of 

Duxford's airdays what a modern 

Spit was worth.Around £3m was his 

reply, plus around £600k per annum 

to keep it airworthy and insured! All 

of which goes to show just what 

value is now attached to old aircraft 

like this and just how serious aircraft 

restoration is today. 

In America they always seem to 

do it better and I'm sure many of 

you know just how big the 

Americans are with aircraft 

restoration. But they also seem well 

55 
it's important that 

we retain some 

sense of the worth 

of older products 

able to appreciate and talk up other 

features of their engineering 

heritage, including development of 

the telephone, the thermionic valve 

and much else. If you want to see an 

example of audio restoration, go to 

www.savecursounds.org. I reached 

this site after reading a fascinating 

paper on 2D and 30 surface 

mapping of oid Edison cylinders and 

78s (see www-cdflbl.gov/—av).The 

bottom line here is that audio is 

seen as part of the American 

heritage, to be valued, rescued and 

restored, preferably in working form. 

You might think this has little to 

do with hi-fi, but what is hi-fi and 

what is not is judged by the 

standards of the time. I've read 

plenty of claims for perfection 

penned back in 1950s, including 

Gilbert Briggs' (founder of 

Wharfedale) views on the Quad 

ESL57 when !t first arrived, Today we 

wouldn't quite see it that way, as 

wonderful as the ESL57 is. In future I 

suspect people might laugh at what 

we consider hi-fi today. I'm sure that 

when sound recording first appeared 

people marveled at its quality. 

Quality is relative and an unreliable 

guide to worth. 

Before consigning a piece of 

audio equipment to oblivion it's wise 

to think carefully about whether it 

may have a value past its immediate 

utility. Any top-of-the-range product 

may well be potentially quite 

valuable, especially if hand built in 

limited quantity. And if it is working 

well, perhaps recently serviced and 

in perfect cosmetic condition, better 

still. Finally, If you are one of those 

people with a meticulous 

nature and unlimited storage 

space (the loft!) you might 

even have the original 

packing, instruction book, 

sales literature and receipt - 

wonderful! 

The question then 

becomes do you keep it? 

Well, how useful is it to you? Just 

weeks ago I finally decided I couldn't 

continue to store an open-reel 

Revox G36, but then I stumbled 

upon a box of open reel tapes in the 

loft and realised that on these tapes 

might well be the voices of people 1 

have known in the past - my past - 

and that without the Revox I could 

not access them. I am not so sure 

that loft space is more valuable... 

We can translate everything into 

monetary terms, but I prefer to talk 

about personal value here, always 

remembering that what is or is not 

valuable to you may well be to 

someone else.We all know of 

people who foolishly threw out 

record collections when the CD 

arrived only to realise they had 

gained convenience but lost value. 

Equipment is thrown away as it 

becomes ponderous old technology, 

yet in future it may have real value! 

It's important we retain some 

sense of the worth of older 

products. Both for the enjoyment 

they can still bring by keeping old 

performances alive, as well as 

ensuring we don't lose sight of our 

technological history or our 

personal history.We don't value 

what we have until it has gone - then 

it's too late.• 

column 
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ne of the most alluring 

things about hi-fi is that 

the more you put in, the 

more you get back. It's 

just like life I suppose - if 

you just wander idly by, 

then don't be surprised if nothing 

ever comes your way... 

It's at this point that a quote 

from one of my favourite eighties 

lyricists, the great Stephen 

Patrick Morrissey, seems 

terribly apposite: "And when 

you want to live, how to 

start, where to go, who do 

you need to know?" 

On a more prosaic level, 

this rings true for hi-fi too. It 

rewards knowledge, 

experience and commitment - 

no matter how much money you 

have, you're not guaranteed a great 

sound unless you know what you 

want, and how to get it. 

That's why you can, if you're 

clever enough, spend trifling sums on 

audio equipment and get rewards far 

in excess of the monetary value. 

Likewise, you can spend vast sums 

and get amazing results, And you can 

also spend those same huge amounts 

and end up, as the saying goes, 

'whistling in the dark'... 

Given that not all of us have 

either lots of spare time on our 

hands, a forensic knowledge of the 

great and the good of audio's past 

and a vast spare room well stocked 

with spare parts, 'new old stock' 

valves, workshop manuals and silver 

solder, then spending serious sums of 

cash on new hi-fi is the only way 

we're going to get the sound we 

want. But on what - and how much? 

This is what this month's issue 

has attempted to address - and it's 

been quite an eye-opener for me. In 

short, what I've learned is that in 

2004, if you're a serious, self-

respecting hi-fi specialist then your 

entry level products have to give the 

perceived quality of your high end 

stuff.Which is why both Arcam and 

Naim's cheap stuff looks and feels a 

million dollars. Frankly, if you warped 

back in time twenty years, took them 

into a specialist dealer and said, 'this 

is entry level hi-fi two decades from 

now', they wouldn't believe you - 

because it has all the perceived 

quality of something ten times its 

price back then.That's state-of-the-

art British manufacturing for you... 

One of the most 

alluring things 

about hi-fi is the 

more you put in, the more 

you get back... 

Likewise, showing your 1984 

BADA dealer a Denon DV 1710 DVD 

player, and then telling them that it 

costs £ 149, and it's made in China, 

would also have them sitting down 

and asking for a glass of water.Aside 

from the amazing technical sophisti-

cation, the incredible processing 

power and astoundingly low price 

(less than the then best selling 

budget turntable - the Dual CS505/1 

improved), the fact that it was made 

in China would have blown their I 3A 

MK fuses... 

Entry level audio has got 

startlingly better. In fact, this is where 

the real gains have been made.The 

Naim Nait Si pastes the original 

NAIT in almost every respect, and it 

disgraces the then contemporary 

NAC32.5/NAP250 in terms of 

perceived build, finish and flexibility 

too (remember, just ten years back, a 

remote control Naim amp was 

anathema). Of course, the 32.5/250 

sounds better - markedly so, but the 

Nait 5i costs the same in real terms 

as the original NAIT integrated, and 

yet still trounces its sonics, feature 

count and build. Much like PCs and 

cars I guess, the same money (in real 

terms) buys you so much more than 

back then... 

What then of the qualitative 

differences between the high end and 

the entry level? Well, this is a trickier 

subject. Noel didn't actually like the 

JM Labs Micro Utopias any more 

than the budget 726s; he could see 

precisely what they were trying to 

do, but it's just that this didn't really 

agree with him, The point is that high 

end stuff is far more focused. Just as 

you can buy a cheap suit that 

will offend nobody, look 

good at a wedding or a 

funeral (or in a bank), 

affordable hi-fi is (cleverly) 

contrived not to offend as 

many folk as possible.At the 

high end, however, the 

designer's own personal 

thoughts (and prejudices) on 

the subject will out - and that's when 

people start to object... 

To use the car analogy, I wouldn't 

go near high end BMWs with a barge 

pole, but I'd gladly drive a Porsche of 

the same price.This is precisely what 

high end hi-fi companies face - 

intensely personal intuitive choices 

by buyers who know precisely what 

they want, and are prepared to pay 

for it. Reading my Naim review in 

this month's group test.1 can see just 

how lyrical I waxed over the 

NAC282/NAP200 - and the massive 

improvement it brought over the 

Nait Si. But hang on, wouldn't I 

rather spend £4,000 on a serious 

300B aspirated tube amp, and marry 

it to a pair of budget REL subs to 

match my Quad 989s and Townshend 

Maximum Supertweeters? Choices! 

Choices! 

Designing cheap stuff is hard 

because the competition is so 

intense and people have such an 

tediously 'consumerist' approach to 

assessing kit (watts per channel, 

number of inputs, etc.) In another 

way however, I'm glad I don't have to 

make high end kit, Then, not only 

would I have to account for its silly 

price, but for why I voiced it in the 

way 1 did... 
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dominic 
todd 

P3, Hard Disk Drive 

and music servers. 

Looking back at my 

past year or so of 

columns, these have 

been the prominent 

areas of discussion and analysis. 

Thanks to the iPod and its ilk, I feel 

that these topics rightly 

deserve the column inches. 

It's to these technologies 

that the industry, as a 

whole, must turn towards to 

secure a ,ong-term future 

and sustainability. 

Nevertheless, whilst I and 

many others within the 

industry have been focusing upon the 

"white heat of technology", there has 

been something of a quiet revolution 

going on at the vinyl front. Now, 

while I believe that vinyl will never 

return to its glory days of the 70s 

and '80s, moves within the industry 

to get behind the format once again 

are worthy of analysis here. 

I don't think it's controversial to 

say that the regeneration of the 

budget vinyl market can be placed 

solely at the feet of Pro-ject.Thanks 

to the likes of the Debut and 

Xpression, this company hasn't just 

given budget buyers something 

decent to buy, but something to buy, 

period. Before it came along, things 

were getting to the point that it was 

difficult even to buy the most basic 

products that, previously, lurked 

unceremoniously at the back of most 

manufacturers catalogues.Yet, thanks 

to the likes of Pro-ject, there is not 

only competition from the likes of 

Goldring and its GR I, but also a new 

vitality fu-ther up the turntable 

market. 

Whilst it would be an 

exaggeration to say that there has 

been an explosion of turntables in 

the mid-price range, it's not untrue 

to say that there are more models 

now than, say, five years ago. More to 

the poinz, the models around now 

are generally a fair step up from 
what was available before. Just take a 

look at the sub £ 1,000 sector and 

see for yourself - the Audio Note 

TT I , Avid Diva, Clearaudio Emotion, 

Michell Gyrodec SE and TecnoDec, 

Origin Live Aurora and Ultra, Roksan 

there has been 

something of a 

quiet revolution 

going on at the vinyl front 

Radius S and a host of new Project 

RPM models have all been launched 

in the past five years, and are all 

damn good players. More recently, 

the announcement of the new Rega 

P5 and P7 and the Marantz TT- 15S I, 

prove that the industry's 

commitment to vinyl is far from 

transitory. 

What's even more pertinent to 

observe is that these particular new 

products come from very different 

sectors of the hi-fi industry.Two new 

products from Rega aren't, perhaps, a 

great surprise. After all, the company 

was founded upon the legendary 

Planar decks, so it's no great shock 

to see Rega develop the product 

much as Linn has done with the 

LP 12. More of a surprise is the 

Marantz. For a relative audio giant 

such as Marantz to launch a new 

turntable (even if it's not entirely all 

their own work) proves that there 

must be more to this so called vinyl 

revival than mere speculation. Let's 

not forget, that it was only a short 

time ago when Marantz were 

amongst a small band that predicted 

the demise of two-channel audio in 

its entirety... 

Surprises continue further up the 

market.The new Roksan Xerxes (see 

last month's issue) is a welcome - yet 

not especially surprising - addition to 

the vinyl world. Musical Fidelity's MI, 

on the other hand, came right out of 

the blue and surprised everyone in 

the industry. After all, despite having 

made phono stages, this was a 

company that had previously always 

kept away from turntables. Of 

course, there are many other 

British companies that have 

built their reputation in the 

digital domain, who wouldn't 

dream of making a vinyl 

orientated product. Or 

would they? It recently came 

as almost as great a surprise 

as the M I, to find that Cyrus 

have just launched their first phono 

stage [actually DT, they did make one 

for a very short time some five years 

ago - Ed.]. 

Those with longer memories will 

also recall that it was products like 

the Mission Cyrus (from when the 

companies were linked) DAD and 

PCM7000 CD players that did much 

to unseat the dominance of 

turntables in the first place! The 

Cyrus phono stage is far from being 

the only 'stage launched of late, 

either. Musical Fidelity, Creek and 

Graham Slee have all recently 

launched new designs to satisfy a 

small, but discerning market. As for 

tonearms, I fully expected the SME 

Series V to be the last serious tone 

arm ever produced.Yet, here too, 

thanks to the likes of the Origin Live, 

I've been proved wrong! 

The turntable is, and will only 

ever be, a specialist market now. But 

how refreshing it is to see a niche 

market performing better than ever, 

with products that are more worthy 

than ever before? How those in the 

turbulent market of MP3 and HDD 

must look upon the vinyl industry's 

stability and high margins with envy! 

Still, when it comes to volume, the 

future is still very much in the digital 

domain... 
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...announcing the 

Linn Multichannel 
AV Experience 2004! 
Here's your chance to attend one of the greatest hi-fi events of the year! Linn Products, in association with 

Hi-Fi World magazine, proudly present the Linn Multichannel AV Experience 2004 at the Proud Galleries, 
10 Greenland Street, Camden, London, N1 (the venue is just around the corner from Camden Town tube station). 

Following on from the hugely successful Linn/Hi-Fi World LP12 vs. CD12 event of 2001, we're delighted to bring 
you a second special event, providing a spectacular multichannel music experience! 

This will be a unique opportunity to hear one of the very best multichannel hi-fi systems ever made, in the com-

fortable surroundings of Proud Galleries. The set-up comprises the Linn Unidisk 1.1, Linn Kisto System Control 
and Linn Artikulat Multi-Channel Loudspeaker System - the very first UK public preview of the latter. 

It will be your chance to hear what an ultra high end, state-of-the-art multichannel music system can really do 
with DVD-Audio, SACD and Compact Disc sources. You'll be able to compare and contrast the system's two-

channel performance with its surround sound capability, and decide for yourself how much multichannel 'brings 
to the party'! 

And more importantly perhaps, you'll be able to relax and enjoy some great music - including Beck, Barber, 

Clapton, Coltrane, Eminem, Gabriel, Linn Records, Mozart, Pink Floyd, Talking Heads, Who and Led Zeppelin (and 
mi_ch, much more) - in the congenial company of the Linn and Hi-Fi World teams. 

The last Linn/Hi-Fi World event was a tremendous success - lots of fun was had by all as Linn staff including Ivor 

Tiefenbrun and Brian Morris, and the Hi-Fi World team including Noel Keywood and David Price, chatted infor-

mally with the 500 invited guests on matters analogue, digital, stereo, multichannel and more - over drinks and 
sandwiches. This time round, we hope to repeat the successful formula, and to take a closer look at multichannel 
too... 

If you'd like to attend this unique event, all you have to do is send your name, address, telephone number and/or 

email address on a postcard (or email: linnevent@hi-fiworld.co.uk) to: Linn Event, Hi-Fi World magazine, 
Unit G4, Argo House, Kilburn Park Rd., London NW6 5LF. Due to the limited space, we can't guarantee you a 

place - tickets will be issued on a first come, first served basis, so we advise you to get writing now! 

DATE: SATURDAY OCTOBER 16, 10am to 4p 
PLACE: PROUD GALLERIES 10 Greenland Street, Camden, London N1 

010allb 
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patrick 
cleasby 

-' e impetus behind Steve 
T ei obs' apparent desire to 

take over the global music 

industry has recently accel-

rated to a degree where 

we can virtually guarantee 

having several iTunes or iPod related 

nuggets to impart to you each month, 

and so. for a second month running, 

here is the Apple bulletin! 

After some genuinely innovative 

announcements we have 

alluded to over the last 

couple of months: the 

Apple Lossless codec, 

the Airport Express and 

Airtunes, the arrival of 

the iPod mini was almost strength in this fiercely 
old news — it was, after 

all, announced a very 

long time ago at the 

beginning of the year for 

supposed April shipping over here. 

Unfortunately the level of its stateside 

success so outstripped expectations 

that the launch date for the rest of 

the world had to be pushed back to 

July as ad available units were flying off 

the shelves in America. 

Exactly the same phenomenon is 

happening here, as initial shipments 

are a fraction of retailers' order 

amounts, and those units which do 

arrive are sold out on pre-orders 

alone. Regrettably it appears that the 

wonderful Airport Express may be 

similarly affected — at the time of 

writing there a few days until the end 

of July ETA for that one and hopes do 

not seem high either that it will arrive 

on schedule or that supply will meet 

demand. However any home 

networking and/or audio geek will 

want orte.What can I say? I dc! 

This phenomenon is not the 

result of hype — it is the result of the 

perfect conjunction of beautifully-

designed form with well-conceived 

functionality.This is also reinforced by 

the precipitant success of the 

European iTunes Music Store (iTMS) 

launch, driving punters to select the 

only complementary mobile player. 

There have, of course, been teeth ng 

petitive market... 

problems with the store, not least the 

failure of Jobs to secure the co-

operation of European indie labels 

before the launch date.The recent 

commitment of, and progressive 

addition of tracks from Sanctuary, 

Beggars Banquet and V2 has remedied 

that situation, and other problems of 

mislabelled tracks and difficult signup 

for a minority are easily outweighed 

by the ludicrous ease with which the 

9 recent announce-ments from Apple 

only reinforce their 

corn-

majority are able to sign up and 

purchase their tracks. 

Neither do I believe the cynical 

interpretation that Apple is 

deliberately stoking style-cachet 

demand for its prodLcts - artificially 

creating a degree of exclusivity by 

making them hard to get hold of. I 

prefer the "victims of their own 

success" interpretation that they are 

merely struggling to make enough of 

a family of products which stand on 

their own merits. 

The most recent announcements 

from the Apple camp can only 

reinforce their strength in this fiercely 

compettive marketThis month has 

seen the announcement and launch of 

the 4G iPods, which at first glance 

offer very little over the 3G model, 

although there are some minor 

physical and software changes. At 

least this time we have not suffered a 

lag behind the Americans, and the 

units have arrived in greater numbers 

than the iPod mini. Most intriguing is 

the recent revelation that the new 

version is not just a facelift, it is a 

ground-up redesign, and maybe 

actually with the upgrade for the 

devotees as it contains the support 

for new functionality — thus far 

unannounced. 

Also interesting is the 

announcement of a tie-in with 

Motorola whereby the latter's phones 

will ship with an iTunes client capable 

of playing DRM'd [that's 'Digital Rights 

Managed', if you're not as geeky as PC - 

Ed.] tracks from the iTMS, transferred 

to the phone from the computer 

based iTunes.The shape of things to 

come? It can only be a matter of time 

until phone users can 

buy and download 

directly from the store. 

The Motorola 

announcement is notable 

for another reason — it is 

the first time that Apple 

has licensed its Fairplay 

DRM software for use 

by a third party. If Jobs is 

prepared to loosen the 

rigid iPod / iTunes tie-up which is the 

core driver of Apple's music success 

he must have a jolly good reason. 

Motorola have succeeded in 

landing iTunes partner status where 

others such as Real's Rob Glasser 

have had their overtures snubbed. 

Real's response was to release 

Harmony, a DRM-transcoding product 

which enables tracks from Real's 

Rhapsody service to retain their 

Helix DRM controls in a Fairplay-

compliant form.Thus protected tracks 

from a service other than iTunes can 

be played on an iPod for the first 

time. 

It is at this point that Apple could 

start to look like the bad guys. 

The argument is over the means 

by which Real obtained their 

understanding of Fairplay — reverse 

engineering or something more 

nefarious If, for whatever reason, 

they act to suppress Real's initiative 

they could come across as not acting 

in the interests of the consumer, but 

rather to protect their rapidly 

developing monopoly.The words "The 

Microsoft of Music" have already been 

mentioned, but the real Microsoft 

may shortly have something to say 

about that... 

CO U 
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kyl- easier! 

'My tubes are impossible 

to get hold of' 

Mk5 Lutl(D-1,c30@cp,om 
Over 2,500 different tubs types ire stock at all timers 

- We offer you the best prices around, Guaranteed 

- UK's first fully online tube ordering system 

- Expert matching service by PM Valve Labs 

- We sell only the world's BEST brands 

- Next day delivery (If ordered before 3pm) 

• - Free delivery (on ll orders over ( 50) 

- MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

- Trade anquires welcome 

e  

Digital to analogue conversion - the current state of the art? 

Words are easily spoken. Yet ore 
we to believe that the amount of 

superlatives extolled on the 
Perpertual Technologies P1-A P3-A 
combination is hype or the over 

zealous rantings of biased 
reviewers? We don't think so! 
Intact, we know that these two 

diminutive boxes, ( upsampler and 
dac) plus Monolithics dedicated 

power supply, set the standard for 
digital to analogue conversion. 

What's more, now upgraded to full 
"signature 2" status by electronics 
wizard Dan Wright, they now rival 
units costing 10 times the price. 

/ 

Before you make a substantial 
investment in this delicate, yet 
impoitant area, we invite you to 
see eat the hi-fi press have said. 

Hi-F News said " units that do 
sometling special, communicating 

the illusion of real musicians" 
Previously only available via mail 

oider, we can offer these 
remcrkable units to European 

audiophiles. Please contact Paul at 
Weald Audio, for those with 

computer access go to 
http://stereotimes.com and to 
htt)://modwright for more 
technical details and reviews. 

Weald Audio can be contacted on 
07966 267404 between 9am and 8pm 
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classics 

world classics 
In this heavily revised section, you'll find the great and the good from audio's glorious past. 
Most are seminal designs which have earned their place in hi-fi history, but you'll also see 
some oddities which aren't classic as such, but are great used buys. The year of introduction 
is given, alongside the original UK launch price. Think we've overlooked something? Then write 

in and let us know! 

DIGITAL 
CAMBRIDGE AUDIO CD I I 986 [L1500] 

Inspired Stan Curtis redesign of Philips 

CD104, complete with switchable digital fil-

ter. Lean but tight and musical performer. 

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO 
CD4SE I 998 [1200] 

A touch soft in the treble and tonally light, 

but outstanding in every other respect. 

LINN KARIK III 1995 [( 1775] 

The final Karik was a gem. Superb transport 

gives a brilliantly tight. grippy dynamic sound, 

albeit tonally dry. 

MARANTZ CD73 1983 [(700] 

A riot of gold brushed aluminium and LEDs, 

this distinctive machine squeezed every last 

ounce from its I 4x4 DAC -super musical 

• 

MARANTZ SA- I 2000 [(5,000] 

The greatest argument for SACD.This sub-

lime Ken Ishiwata design is utterly musically 

convincing with both CD and SACD, beating 

most audiophile CD spinners hands down. 

MERIDIAN 207 I 988 [(995] 

Beautifully-built two-box with pre-amp stage. 

Very musical although not as refined as mod-

ern Bitstream gear. No digital output. 

MUSICAL FIDELITY 

TRIVISTA 2002 £4000 

When playing SACDs, the sweetest, most 
lucid and lyrical digital disc spinner we've 

heard. Old school stereo, pure DSD design. 

CD sound is up in the £ 1000 class, too! 

Future classic. 

MERIDIAN MCD I 984 [(600] 
The first British 'audiophile' machine was a 

sweeter, more detailed Philips CDI00. I 4x4 
never sounded so good, until the MCD Pro 

arrived a year later. 

NAIM CDS 1990 [L N/A] 

Classic Philips I6x4 chipset with serious 

attention to power supp les equals grin-

inducing sonic s. 

KIM 
SONY CDP-I 01 1982 [1800] 
The first Japanese CD spinner was powerful 

and involving. Brilliant transport more than 

compensated for I 6x2 DAC, and you even 

got remote control! 

SONY CDP-R 1 /DAS-R1 1987 j:(3,000] 

Sony's first two boxer was right first time. 

Tonally lean, but probabl the most detailed 

and architectural sounding machine of the 

eighties. 

SONY CDP-701ES 1984 [(890] 

Sony's first ever bespoke high end zudiophile 

machine used a I 6x2 DAC to provide a clini-

cally incisive sound; supreme build quality 
allied to the pure unadulterated luxury of a 

paperbook-saed remote control. 

YAMAHA CD-XI 1983 [L340] 

Nicely built I 6x2 machine with a very sharp 

and detailed sound; sometimes too much so. 

Excellent ergonomics, Lnlike almost every 

other rival of the time. 

COMPACT DISC 

TRANSPORT'S 
TEAC VRDS-TI I 994 [L600] 

Warm and expansive sound made this a mid 

price hit, Well built, witn a slick mech. 

ESOTERIC PO I 997 [(8,000] 

The best CD drive bar none;TEAC's Tokyo 
boys pushed the boat out in style. Brilliantly 

incisive, ridiculously over engineered. 

KENWOOD 9010 I 986 [L600] 

The first discrete Jap transport was beautiful-

ly done and responds well to re-clocking 

even today. 

DACS 
CAMBRIDGE AUDIO 

DACMAGIC I 995 [L99] 

Good value upgrade for budget CD players 

with extensive facilities and detailed sorics. 

DCS ELGAR 1997 [(8500] 

Extremely open and natural performer, albeit 

extremely pricey - superb. 

mine 
DPA LITTLE BIT 3 1996 [L299] 

Rich, clean, rhythmic and punchy sound trans-

forms budget CD players. ' 

PINK TRIANGLE 

DACAPO 1993 [( NIA] 

Exquisite; the warmest and most lyrical I 6bit 

digital audio we have ever heard. Clever plug-

in digital filter modules really worked! 

QED DIGIT 1991 [L90] 

Budget bitstream performer with tweaks 

aplenty. Positron PSU upgrade makes it 

smooth, but now past it. 

TURNTABLES 
ARISTON RDI 1 S I 972 [L94] 

Modern evolution of Thorens' original belt 

drive paradigm. Scotland's original seer-deck 

was warm and musical, albeit soft. Still capa-

ble of fine results today. 
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PIONEER PL 1 2D [1973] £ 6 

The beginning of the end for the British 

turntable industry. When vinyl was the lead-

ing source, this bought new standards of 

noise performance and stability to the class, 

plus a low friction S-shaped tonearm. Later 

PLI I 2D was off the pace compared to rivals 

DUAL CS505 1982 [L75] 

Simple high quality engineering and a 

respectable low mass tonearm made for a 

brilliant budget buy. Polished, smooth and 

slightly bland sound. 

GOLDRING LENCO 

88/89 1963 [L1 5.6S] 
Simple, well engineered middleweight with 

soft, sweet sound and reasonable tonearms. 

Good spares and servicing support even 

today from specialists. 

LINN AXIS 1987 [053] 
Simplified cut-price version of the Sondek 

complete with LVX arm. Elegant and decently 

performing mid-price package. Later version 

with Akito tonearm better. 

LINN SONDEK LP12 1973 [036] 

For many, the Brit superdeck: constant mods 
meant that early ones sound warmer and 

more lyrical than modern versions. 

Beguilingly musical but now off the pace. 

TECHNICS SPIO I 973 [L400] 

Seminal Japanese engineering. Sonics depend 

on plinths, but a well mounted SPI 0/11 will 

give any modern a hard time, especially in 

respect of bass power and midband accuracy. 

MARANTZ TT1000 1978 [E N/A] 

Beautiful seventies high end belt drive with 

sweet and clean sound. Rare in Europe, but 

big in Japan. 

MICHELL GYRODEC 1981 [C599] 
Thanks to its stunning visuals, this bold 

design wasn't accorded the respect it 

deserved until recently. Early examples sound 

cold and mechanical, but now right on the 

pace. Clean, solid and architectural sound. 

REGA PLANAR 3 1978 [09] 
Brilliantly simple but clean and musical per-

former, complete with Acos-derived S-shape 

tonearm. 1983 saw the arrival of the RB300, 

which added detail at the expense of 

warmth. Superb budget buy. 

GARRARD 301/40 I 1953 [LI 9] 

Heavy metal - tremendously strong and artic-

ulate with only a veiled treble to let it down. 

In many respects, better than the seventies 

'superdecks' that succeeded it. 

ROKSAN XERXES 1984 [L550] 

Supposedly the first to ' better' the LP I 2. 

Super tight and clean sound. with excellent 

transients. Less musical than the Sondek, but 

more neutral. Sagging plinth top-plates make 

them a dubious used buy. 

THORENS TD I 24 1959 [L NIA] 

The template for virtually every 1970s 
'superdeck', this iconic design was the only 

real competition for Garrard's 301. It was 

sweeter and more lyrical, yet lighter and less 

impactful in the bass. 

TOWNSHEND ROCK 1979 [C N/A] 

The product of academic research by the 

Cranfield Institute, this novel machine has an 

extremely clean and fluid sound. Substantially 

modified through the years, and capable of 

superb results even today. 

TRIO LO-7D 1978 [C600] 

The best 'all- in-one' turntable package ever 

made,Trio/Kenwood threw their 'engineering 

best practice' book at this one with startling 

results. Clean, powerful and three-dimension-

al sound, ultimately limited by the tonearm. 

TONEARMS 
ACOS LUSTRE GST- I 1975 [C46] 

The archetypal S-shaped seventies arm; good, 

propulsive and involving sound in its day, but 

ragged and undynamic now. 

AUDIO TECHNICA 

AT 1120 1978 [05] 

Fine finish can't compensate for this ultra 

low mass arm's limited sonics - a good 

starter arm if you've only got a few quid to 

spend. 

ALPHASON HRIOOS 1981 [LISO] 

First class arm, practically up to present-day 

standards. Buy carefully, though, as there is no 

service available now Totally under priced 

when new, exceptional. 

SME 3009 1959 [( 18] 

Once state of the art, but long since bet-

tered. Musical enough, but weak at frequency 

extremes and veiled in the midband. 

Legendary serviceability has made it a cult. 

used prices unjustifiably high. 

GRACE G707 1974 [C58] 

This early Japanese example of the tonearm 

art has a smooth, lyrical sound. Imported by 

Linn, fitted to early LP I 2s. Sonically way off 

the pace now, though. 

REGA RB300 1983 [038] 

Inspired budget esoterica. Detailed, tight, neu-

tral sound but tonally grey sounding in 

absolute terms. Responds well to tweaking, 

and its cheaper RB2S0 brother better still. 

SME SERIES III 1979 [0 13] 

Clever variable mass design complete with 

Titanium Nitride tube tried to be all things 

to all men, and failed. Charming nonetheless, 

with a warm and inoffensive sound. 

HADCOCK GH228 1976 [C46] 

Evergreen unipivot with lovely sweet, fluid 

sound. Excellent service backup. 

LINN ITTOK LVII 1978 [L253] 

Arguably the first 'superarm'; Japanese design 

to Linn specs made for a muscular, rhythmic 

sound with real dynamics. Now off the pace, 

but the final LVIII version worth seeking out. 

NAIM ARO 1986 [C1375] 

Truly endearing and charismatic performer - 

wonderfully engaging mid-band makes up for 

softened frequency extremes. 

TECHNICS EPA-501 1979 [C N/A] 

Popular partner for late seventies Technics 

motor units. Nice build and Titanium Nitride 

tube can't compensate for middling sound. 

INTEGRATED 

AMPLIFIERS/COMBOS 
DELTEC 1987 [C1900] 

Fast, dry and with excellent transients, this 

first DPA integrated is the real deal for eight-

ies obsessives. Ridiculously punchy 80W per 

channel from a tiny, half-size box. Radical, 

cool and more than a little strange. 
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ROGERS A75 1978 [C220] 

The prototypical Audiolab 8000a — lots of 

sensible facilities, a goodly power output and 

nice sound in one box.The later A7511 and 

A100 versions offered improved sonics and 

were seriously sweet and open to listen to. 

EXPOSURE VII/VIII 1985 [L625] 

Seminal mid-eighties Exposure pre-power, 

offering most of what rival Naim amps did 

with just that little bit extra smoothness and 

sweetness. Still, it's by no means 'sweet' by 

today's standards, being lean, punchy, musical. 

It's also possessed of that quintessentially 

eighties look — frumpy black steel boxes with 

rough silk screened logos! 

SUGDEN C5I/P51 1976 [C130] 

Soft sounding early Sugden combo with a 

plethora of facilities and filters, complete with 

seventies-tastic DIN socketry.A sweet and 
endearing performer as you'd expect, but 

lacking in power and poor load driving ability, 

so partner carefully. 

VTL MINIMAL/50W 

MONOBLOCK 1985 [C1,300] 

Vacuum Tube Logic was one of the Europe's 

biggest tube names in the eighties. and it 

shows. Rugged. professional build and finish 

allied to a lively and punchy sound (albeit 

with limited power) make them an excellent 

used buy. 

A&R A60 1977 [L 115] 

Sweet and musical feature-packed integrated; 

the Audiolab 8000A used its blueprint to 

great effect. 

CREEK CAS4040 I 983 [LISO] 

More musical than any budget amp before it; 

CAS4I40 loses tone controls, gains grip. 

AUDIOLAB 8000A 1985 [C495] 

Smooth integrated with clean MM/MC phono 

stage and huge feature count. Extremely reli-
able. too. Post '93 versions a top used buy. 

MCINTOSH MA6800 1995 [L3735] 
Effortlessly sweet, strong and powerful with 

seminal styling to match. 

SUGDEN A21 1969 [L N/A] 

Class A transistor integrated with an emi-

nently likeable smoothness and musicality. 

Limited inputs via DIN sockets. 

MISSION CYRUS 2 I 984 [099] 

Classic eighties minima'ism combines arrest-

ing styling with clean, open, lively sound. 

Further upgradeable with PSX power supply. 

MUSICAL FIDELITY AI 1985 [C350] 

Beguiling Class A integrated with exquisite 

styling. Questionabie reliability. 

NAIM NAIT 1984 [L350] 

Superb rhythms and dynamics make it truly 

musical. Dut tonally monochromatic. Fine 

phono stage, very low power. 

NAD 3020 1979 [C69] 

Brilliantly smooth, sweet and punchy at the 

price and even has a better phono stage than 

you'd expect.The a -chetypal budget super-amp. 

afar 

MYST TMA3 1983 [L300] 

Madcap eighties m nimalism, but a strong and 

tight performer all the same. 

ROGERS CADET III I 965 [L34] 

Sweet sounding valve integrated. uses ECL86 

outpt valves, even has a half useable phono 

stage, sweet, warm a good introduction to 

valves 

ROTEL RA-3208X 1983 [L 1 39] 

Lively and clean budget integrated that 

arguably started the move to minimalism. 

PREAMF'Ll :IERS 
AUDIOLAB 8000C 199 I [L499] 

Tonally grey but fire phono input and great 

facilities make it an excellent general purpose 

tool. 

AUDIO RESEARCH SP-81982 [[ 1,400] 

Beautifully designed and built high end tube 

preamplifier with deliciously sweet and 

smooth sound. Not the last word in incision 

or grip, but that didn't matter to nose who 

aspired to it. 

CONRAD JOHNSON 

MOTIV MC-8 1986 [L2,500] 

Minimalist FET-based preamplifier from the 

Yank valve specialists is brilliantly neutral and 

smooth with a spry, light balance in the 

mould of Sugden high end stuff. Something of 

a curio, but worthwhile nonetheless. 

CROFT MICRO 1986 [LISO] 

Budget valve pre-amp with exceptionally 

transparent performance. 

LEAK POINT ONE STEREO 

1958 N/A] 

Good for their time, but way off the pace 

these days. Use of EF86 pentode valve for 

high gain rules out ultra performance. Not 

the highest-fi! 

LINN LK-I 1986 [L499] 

A brave attempt by the Glasgow boys to 

bring remote controlled user-friendliness to 

hair-shirt audiophile hi-fi. Didn't quite work. 

but not half bad for under £ 100. 

NAIM NAC32.5 1978 [L N/A] 

The Salisbury company came of age with this, 

their classic high end pre. Brilliantly fast and 

incisive sound that's a joy with vinyl but a tad 

forward for digital. 

LECSON AC- I 1973 [L N/A] 

Amazing styling courtesy of Allan Boothroyd 

can't disguise its rather cloudy sound, but a 

design classic nonetheless. 

QUAD 22 1958 [L25] 

The partner to the much vaunted Quad 11 

monoblocs - cloudy and vague sound means 

it's for anacrophiles only. 

QUAD 33 I 968 [C43] 

Better than the 22, but Quad's first cranny 

pre isn't outstanding. Responds well to 

tweaking/ rebuilding though... 

POWER AMPLIFIERS 
LEAK STEREO 20 1958 [C31] 

Excellent workaday classic valve amplifier 

with decent power and drive. Surprisingly 

modern sounding if rebuilt sympathetically. 

Irrepressibly musical and fluid. 

LECSON API I 973 [L N/A] 

Madcap cylindrical styling alluded to its 

'tower of power' pretensions, but it wasn't. 

Poor build, but decently clean sounding when 

working. 

MARANTZ MODEL 9 1997 [03000] 

Authentic reproduction monoblocs still more 

than cut the sonic mustard.Highly expensive 

and highly sought after. 
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MICHELL ALECTO 1997 [C1989] 

Crisp, clean and beautifully controlled with 

gorgeous styling. Partnered with the £ 1650 

Orca this sounds delicious! 

LEAK POINT ONE,TL I 0, 

TLI2.1 1949 [128] 

Early classics that are getting expensive. 

Overhauling is de rigeur before use, using 
original parts if possible. Surprisingly crisp 

and musical sound, that's far more modern 
than Quad Ils. Deeply impressive when in 

fine fettle. 

MUSICAL FIDELITY 

XA200 1996 [11000PR] 
200W of sweet smooth transistor stomp in a 

grooved tube! Under-rated oddity. 

RADFORD STA25 RENAISSANCE 

1986 [C977] 
At the time, very possibly the least cool 

amplifier on the planet — and we're not talk-

ing heat dissipation here.This reworking of 

Radford's original late sixties design was pos-

sessed of a wonderfully rich, old school valve 

sound with enough power (25W) and lots of 
subtlety 

QUAD II 1952 [122] 

The all-time classic valve amplifier, with a 

deliciously fluid and lyrical voice. In other 
respects though, it sounds hopelessly dated. 

Low power and hard to partner properly. 

QUAD 405 1978 [I I 15] 
The first of the current dumpers is a capable 

design with smooth, effortless power and a 
decently musical sound. 606 and 707 contin-

ue the theme with greater detail and incision. 

QUAD 303 1968 [155] 

Bullet proof build, but woolly sound. Off the 

pace, but endearing nonetheless. Some pipe 

smoking slipper wearers swear by them! 

KRELL KMAI00 II [ 1987] £5,750 

Ludicrous monoblock version of the giant 
KSA-100 is one of the seminal eighties tran-

sistor power amplifiers. Massive wallop allied 

to a very clean and open Class A sound 
makes this one of the best amplifiers of its 
type, ever. 

PIONEER M-73 1988 [11,200] 
Monster stomp from this seminal Japanese 

power amplifier, complete with switchable 

Class A and Class B operation. Clean, open 

and assured sounding, albeit a tad behind the 

pace on high speed dance music. Rosewood 

side cheeks and black brushed aluminium 

completes the eighties-tastic experience. 

• • 

PHONO STAGES 
CREEK OBH-8 SE I 996 [1180] 

Punchy, rhythmic character with oodles of 

detail makes this a great budget audiophile 

classic. Partner with a Goldring GI042 for an 
unbeatable budget combination. 

LINN LINNK 1984 [1149] 

Naim-designed MC phono stage built to 

partner the original Naim NAIT - yes. really! 
Fine sound, although off the pace these days. 

MICHELL ISO 1988 [1 N/A] 

This Tom Evans-designed black box started 

the trend for high performance offboard 

phono stages. Charismatic, musical and 

punchy - if lacking in finesse. 

TUNERS 
MARANTZ ST-8 1978 [1353] 

Marantz's finest radio moment. Warm, organ-

ic sound plus an oscilloscope for checking 
the signal strength and multipath. 

CREEK CAS3 I 40 1985 [1 I 99] 

Excellent detail. separation and dynamics - 

brilliantly musical at the price.T40 continued 
the theme... 

NAD 4040 1979 [179] 

Tremendously smooth and natural sound 

allied to low prices and good availability 

make this budget analogue esoterica. Needs a 

good antenna to work properly, however. 

NA1M NATO3 1993 [1595] 
The warm, atmospheric sound is further 
proof of Naims proficiency with tuners. 

PIONEER TX-9500 1976 [1295] 

Another of the serious classic solid-staters. 

Boasts the usual high end Jap package of fine 

sound, brilliant sensitivity and superb build. 

LEAK TROUGHLINE 1956 [125] 

Series I an interesting ornament but limited 

to 88-100MHz only 11 and Ill are arguably the 
best-sounding tuners ever, Adaptation for 

stereo easy via phono multiplex socket. Fed 

by a modern outboard decoder they're deli-

ciously lucid with true dimensionality. 

YAMAHA CT7000 I 977 [1444] 

Reputedly the best of the classic Jap ana-

logues, this combines sleek ergonomics, high 

sensitivity and an explicit, detailed sound. 

QUAD FM4 1983 [1240] 

Supreme ergonomics and styling allied to a 

pleasingly lyrical sound with plenty of sweet-

ness and detail made this one of the best 

tuners around upon its launch. 

RE VOX B760 1975 [1520] 

More of a semi-pro machine than a domestic 

bit of kit, the Revox offers superlative mea-

sured performance although the sound isn't 
quite as staggering as the numbers. Fine 

nonetheless, and surely the most durable 
tuner here? 

NAD 4140 1995 [1199] 
Brilliant affordable digital tuner has a smooth, 

detailed musical sound plus sensible real-
world facilities. 

ROGERS T75 1977 [1125] 

Superb mid-price British audiophile design, 

complete with understated black fascia. Fine 

sound in the true Rogers mould — smooth 

and sweet with fine dimensionality. 

SANSUI TU-9900 I 976 [1300] 
A flagship Japanese tuner designed to steal 

sales from the likes of Accuphase and Revox. 

it boasts superlative RF performance and an 

extremely smooth and lucid sound, along 

with very fine build and finish. 

SONY ST-5950 1977 [1222] 

One of the first Dolby FM-equipped tuners, a 

format that came to nought. Still, it was 

Sony's most expensive tuner to date, and 

boasted a very good sound quality allied to 

brilliant ergonomics. 

TECHNICS ST-8080 1976 [1180] 

National Panasonic's specialist hi-fi brand was 

a big hitter back then, and this is no excep-

tion. Superb FM stage makes for a very clean 

and smooth listen with lots of detail and 

depth. 
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ANALOGUE RECORDERS 
YAMAHA TC-800GL 1977 [( 179] 

Early classic with ski-slope styling courtesy of 

Mario Bellini. Middling sonics by modern 

standards, but cool nonetheless! 

AIWA XD-009 1989 [(600] 

Aiwa's Nak beater didn't, but it wasn't half 

bad nonetheless. Massive spec even included 

a I 6x4 DAC! 

NAKAMICHI CR-7E 1987 [(800] 

The very best sounding Nakamichi ever - but 

lacks the visual drama of a Dragon. 

PIONEER CTF-950 1978 [(400] 

Not up to modern standards sonically, but a 

great symbol of the cassette deck art 

nonetheless. 

REVOX A77 1968 [( 145] 

The first domestic open reel that the pros 

used at home. Superbly made, but sonically 

off the pace these days. B77 better, but 

couldn't match the Japanese. 

SONY WM-06C 1985 [( 290] 

Single capstan transport on a par with a 

Swiss watch, single rec/replay head better 

than most Naks. Result: sublime. 

DIGITAL RECORDERS 
SONY MDS-JE555ES 2000 [(900] 

The best sounding MD deck ever, thanks to 

awesome build and heroic ATRAC-DSP Type 

R coding. 

PIONEER PDR-555RW 1999 [(480] 

For a moment, this was the CD recorder to 

have. Clean and deta,led. 

MARANTZ DR- I 7 1999 [( 1 100] 

Probably the best sounding CD recorder 

made; built like a brick outhouse with a true 

audiophile sound and HDCD compatibility. 

KENWOOD DM-9090 1997 [(500] 

Serious and sophistizated sound thanks to 

well implemented A—RAC 4.5; surprisingly 

musical MD recorder. 

SONY TCD-8 DAMAN 1996 [(599] 

Super clean sound makes this an amazing 

portable, but fragile. 

LOUDSPEAKERS 
ACOUSTIC RESEARCH 

ARI 8S 1978 [( 125] 

Yank designed, British built loudspeaker 

became a budget staple for many rock fans, 

thanks to the great speed from the paper 

drivers, althougn finesse was most definitely 

not their forte... 

BBC LS3/5A 1972 [(88] 

Extremely low colouration design is amazing 

in some respects — articulation, stage depth. 

clarity — and useless in others (both frequen-

cy extremes). Came in wide variety of guises 

from various manufacturers building it under 

licence. Partner with Rogers AB1 subwoofers 

for an extra two octaves of bass! 

LOWTHER PM6A 1957 [( 18 

EACH] 

This seminal full-range driver is still manufac-

tured. High sensitivity, as fitted to many clas-

sic horn designs. 

TAN N OY 

WESTMINSTER 1985 [(4500] 

Folded horn monsters which certainly sound 

good if you have the space. Not the last 

word in tautness but can drive large rooms 

and 'mar like few others. 

JR 149 1977 [( I 20] 

Infamous cylindrical speaker that was ignored 

for decades but now back in fashion! Based 

on classic KEF T27 / B110 combo as seen in 

the BBC LS3/5a. Doesn't play loud, needs a 

powerfu transistor amplifier, but rewards 

with fine clarity in imaging, 

SPENDOR BC I 1976 [(240] 

Celestion HF 1300 tweeter meets bespoke 

Spendor Bextrene mid-bass unit — and the 

result is a beautifully warm yet well focussed 

sound.A little bass bloom necessitates careful 

low-stand mounting. but these prove that the 

seventies did have some fine designs after all! 

QUAD ESL57 1956 [C45 

EACH] 

Wonderfully open and neutral sound DUIS 

box loudspeakers to shame. Properly ser-

viced they give superb midband performance, 

although frequency extremes less impressive. 

Ideally, use in stacked pairs or with sub-

woofers and supertweeters. 

KEF RIOS 1977 [085] 

Three way Bextrene-based floorstander 

(complete with castors!) gave a truly wide-

band listen and massive (500W) power han-

dling.A very neutral, spacious and polite 

sounding design, but rhythmically well off the 

pace.The quintessential nineteen seventies 

loudspeaker. 

IMF TLS80 1976 [(550] 

Warm and powerful nineteen seventies behe-

moth with transmission loading and a mix-

ture of KEF and Celestion drive units. 

Impressively physical wideband sound but 

rhythm,. aren't its forte. 
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"HiFi Exchange- Mail us your requirements Now" 
""--• 

>> 

Choice 
hi-fi 
The Choice HiFi Exchange 
- The fastest way to find or 
sell your equipment. 
Mail us your requirements and 
you will be added to our huge 
and ever growing data base 
where a daily search seeks to 
match the wants and sale items. 
Get regular mailings of latest 
hot deals and new in items. 
Because we act as middle men 
you buy with confidence and the 
the Choice HiFi guarantee. 

yourchoice 
•Acoustic Energy 
•Advantage 
•Analysis Plus 
•ATC 
•Audia Flight 
•Audible Illusions 
•Audio Note 
•Audio Physic 
• B.A.T 
• Bel Canto 
• Boulder 
• Bryston 
• C.A.T. 
•Cary 
•Chord 
•Clear Audio 
•dcs 
• Denon 
• DNM 
• Egglaston Works 
• El-ectrograph Delphi 
•Genelec 
•Graham 
•Gryphon 
• lmerge 
• In Focus 
•J M Lab 
•KEF 
• Krell 
• Lexicon 
• Linn 
• Loewe 
• Lutron 
• Lyra 
-Mark Levinson 
• Michell Eng.. 
• Musical Fidelity 
• Nairn 
• NEC 
• Nordost 
•Oracle 
•Ortofon 
•P.M.C. 
•Plinius 
• Primare 
• Project 
• Quadraspire 
• REL 
•Rockport 
• Roksan 
• Rotel 
•Ruark 
•Seleco 
•SME 
•Soundations 
• Straight Wire 
•Sugden 
•Tara Labs 
•Teac 
•Theme Scene 
•Tom Evans 
•Totem 
•Transfiguration 
•Trichord 
•Trilogy 
'Van den Hul 
•Vienna Acoustics 
•VPI 
•Wilson Audio 
• Wilson Research 
-YBA 

-F 

<>Liar- ter- 1y Sale 

ClaraVox Magnifica ( Final Offer) 
McCormak Line Drive 
Audio Refinement Pre 5 "new" 
Quad 33/ 303 
Rogers LS55 

e Nov thismonth 
POWER AMPLIFIERS 
Nairn Nap 500 + 500 PS 
Krell 250 A/3 
Parasound 12 Channel Amp 
McIntosh MC2000 Anniversary 

PRE AMPLIFIERS 
Naim Headline 
Naim 552 + sszps 
Audio Research Ref 2 mk II 

LOUDSPEAKERS 
B & W Nautilus 800 Sig 

HOME 
CINEMA 

Items 
Our 
Price 

£2.995.00 
£395.00 
£395.00 
C195.00 
£195.00 

£8,995.00 
£2,495.00 
£1,500.00 
£5,995.00 

C195.00 
£8,995.00 
£4,995.00 

Original 
Retail Pince 
£14 500.00 
£99S.00 
£895.00 

(430.00 

£12 000.00 
£5.600.00 
£3.000.00 
£14,000.00 

£285.00 
£12,100.00 
L10,498.00 

£8,995.00 £ 14,000.00 

CD PLAYERS & DACS/DVD PLAYERS 
Naim CDS 3 + XPS 2 L5.975.00 
Sony SACD I £1,895.00 

TURNTABLES, ANALOGUE, VARIOUS 
SME Series V Arm ' new ' £1.400.00 
Oxford Crystal Reference/ Air Tangent £2.995.00 

AV COMPONENTS 
Lexicon MCI2 rev 4 
Krell HTS Processor 
Primare A30.3 
Primare A30.5 
Parasound C2 (Halo) 
Parasound CI (Halo) 
NAD 
Marantz 

PLASMA PROJECTORS 
From NEC/ Panasonic/Pioneer/Sharp 
Panasonic TH-42 PWD6 "nev." 
In Focus 5700 
In Focus 7200 
SIM 2 Domino 20 

MULTIROOM INSTALLATIONS .* 
Linn Knekt 
Living Control 
Lutron Lighting 
System-Line 
Helvar Lighting 
** Each system taylor made to your requirements 

Pow e amplifiers 
.K.ff Rowland Model I 
Bel Canto Evo 41 
VIL MB450 Sig 
Gamut D2C0 ink III "Hi Fi Choice Product of theYear" 
Musical Fidelity F15 
Cello Duet 3513 
Krell Showcase 5 
Tesserac TAM 60 Monoblocics 
Muse Model 300 Monoblocks 
Plinius SA 250 mk IV 
ART VT60 
Krell FPS 250m Monoblocks 
Melos 402 Gold Tiode Plus Monoblocks 400wpc 
Bryston 4BSST 
Conrad Johnson Premier 140 SA 
Krell KSA 8013 
Naim Nait 3 
Cary 805 C Monoblocks 
Cary SLA 70 mk II Silver 
Conrad Johnson MF2500 
YBA Passion Monoblocks 
Audia Flight 100 
Audia Flight One Integrated 
Linn Klima> 500 Solo (4) 
Musical Fidelity NuVista 300 
Boulder 500.4E £2.495.00 
ES Lab DX-54 £I.395.00 
Roksan Caspian Integrated (On Dem 
Roksan Casplan Power (On Dem 
Krell FPB 700ok £11,995.00 
ES. Lab DX-S8 (On Dem 
Plinius 8200P 
Plinius SA 102 e Dem 
Bryston 4 BSST (On Dem 
Linn Bass Active Card £69.03 
Krell MDA 300 £4,995.00 
Linn Klassik CD/Amp silver £895.03 
Boulder 1060 Power (On Deem 
Primare 30.1 mk 11 Integrated [1.350.00 
YBA Passion Stereo C3,995.00 

AN/ components 
AV COMPONENTS 
Parasound AS1 - 5 Channel 
Lexicon MCI 
Lexicon MCB/ MC88 

Lexicon RT 10 DVD Player 
SIM 2 HT 300 
Primare P30 Processor 
Linn Klassik DVD 
Lexicon MCI2 / MC12B 

Parasound C2 

PLASMAS/LCD/PROJECTORS 
Seleco/Sony/Sanyo 

amplifiers 
Krell KR 
Audio Research LS9 
Musical Fidelity F22 
Cello Palete Pre 
Tesserac Tala Pre 
Audio Research LS25 mk II 
Audio Research LS7 

0 20 
0 2 0 

ASK 
£1,995.00 
ASK 

ASK 
£7.500.00 
£1,295.00 
(On Dem 
ASK 

ASK 

£1.995.00 
[1.200.00 
£395.00 
£7,995.00 
£495.00 
£3,995.00 
C695.00 

LI,195.00 
(5.995.00 
£1,750.00 

L2,000.00 

ASK 
£3,995.00 
ASK 
ASK 
ASK 
ASK 
ASK 
ASK 

£7.244.00 
£4,000.00 

I,650.00 
L -

£9.500,00 
£8,000.00 
£1,300.00 
£1,700.00 
£3.500.00 
£5,500.00 

ASK 
FROM £2500 
ASK £3,000.00 
SPECIAL £6,000.00 
ASK (3.750.00 

£1,295.00 L - 
ASK L3,895.00 
£3.995.00 L7,C00.013 
(On Den, £3,990.00 
£995.00 £2.003.00 
L4,995.00 £ 10.030.03 
L3.995.00 L4,995.00 
£1,995.00 £7,000.00 
L2.495.00 £4.500.00 
L2.995.00 £6.350.00 
£995.00 L2.395.00 
£4,995.03 £ 10,000.00 
£3,990.130 £9,000.03 
L 1 8 9 5 . 0 0 £2.350.013 
L5,250.03 L7,000.00 
L1,395.00 £3,600.00 
L375.00 £608.00 
L4,503.130 £8.250.013 
L995.00 £2.250.00 
£2,795.00 £4.000.00 
£4995.00 £9.5130.00 
(On Dem £6,500.00 
(On Dem £4 500 00 
L3995.00 eachL6,000.00 

£5,500.00 
L2.000.00 
£895.013 
£645.00 
(15,030.00 
£2.995.00 
(1,550.00 
L3.750.00 
L2.350.00 
L120.00 
£12.000.00 
£1,030.00 
£16.500.00 
£1,500.03 
L5,995.00 

L3.500.00 
L5.500.00 
C5000.00/ 
£5750.00 
£2,300.00 
£9,000.00 
(2,000.00 
£2,000.013 
£8100.00/ 
L8900.00 
(3,500.00 

ASK 

Moth Record Cleaning m/c 
Project RPM4/ Ortofon 510 "new" 
Ortofon Rohmann 
Ortofon Kontrapunkt a/b "new" 

Michell Gyro SE/ RB300 "new" 
Audio Synthesis Phono Eq mm/mc 
Pink Triangle PT Ext psu 

L6.000.00 Plinius 14-Phono "new" 
Nackamichi DR 3 
Tom Evans - The Groove "new" 

- Clear Audio Reference Mc phono stage X-demo 
Clear Audio Symphono phono stage X-demo MM/MC 

Reduced this month 

MULTIROOM BUY/SELL 
INSTALL 

Mark Levinson 380 S 
Boulder L5AE Pre Amp 
Klein 7LX 3.5B 
Audio Research LS) 
Cary SLP98L Remote Pre x-dem 
Conrad Johnson PV I4L 
Audia Flight Pre 
Musical Fidelity NuVista 
YBA 2a Line 
Tom Evans The Vibe Pre 
Boulder 1012 (pre amp/ 24.96 dad Phono) 
YBA Passion Pre ( inc Phono) 
Boulder 2010 Pre 
Plinius I 6L "new" 
CAT. ultimate reference Pre Amp Inc/Phono "new" 

speakers 
Sonus Faber Amati Homage 
M Lab Alto Utopia BE 
M Lab 926 
M Lab Nova Utopia 
M Lab Diva Utopia BE Signature Finish 
M Lab Micro BE Utopia + Stand 
Wilson Benesch Act 2 ( I upgrade) 
REL Stentor Ill 
ART Audio Stilleto 
Sonus Faber Electa Amator II (no stds) 
Revel Studio 
Revel Salon 
Linn Kielihds I+ Active Cards) 
Wilson ACT 2 (Upgrade) 
JM Lab Sib & Cub (5.1 spk sys) 
JM Lab Mezzo Utopia 
Audio Physic Avanti 
Wilson Audio System 5.1 
Revel Ultima Studio 
ATC SCM 10 Passive Black 
IM Lab Utopia 
'Reference 3A 
Audio Physic Spark 
Talon Kite Centre & Bracket 
Aerial Acoustic SW 12 Sub Woofer, Maple/remote 
Mirage M3 si 
Rd l 200 E 
Rel 150 E 
Audio Physic Luna Sub (wood) 
Audio Physic Yara 
Vienna Acoustics Mahler 
Vienna Acoustics Mozart 
Vienna Acoustics 5.1 
Cubasse io 5.1 
Blue Room Minipod (Whiter 
Blue Room Minipod + Sub (Blue) 
Blue Room Minipod Sub 
Genelec 205 Active Monitors 
Audio Physic Virgo III "new" 
Audio Physic Tempo Ill "new" 

Audio Synthesis DAX 
Audio Synthesis DAX Decade 
Theta Pro Prime 2 
Mark Levinson 390S 
Acuphase DP67 
Audia Flight CD 1 
PS Audio Lambda Transp/ dac 
Wadia 860 x 
Theta Data Pro Prime 11 
Gamut CD I R mk II 
Acoustic Arts Drive I 
EAD DSP9000 Pro Series III 
Wadia No 27 Dac 
Mark Levinson 31.5 Transport 
Theta Pro Gen_y 
Acoustic Arts Drive 1 /Dac 1 mk II 
Linn Sondec CDI2 
Linn UNIDISK 1.1 
Linn Numerik 
Roksan Caspian CD 
Trichord PD-S 503 
YBA CD I Delta (Twin psu) 
Audiomeca Damnation Cu Transport 
Primare V20 DVD/CD 
Audio Aero 32/192 Capitole CD (Vet 4) 
Primare V25 CD/DVD 
Boulder 2020 duc 
Theta Data 1lTransport AT + link 
YBA CD Integre  

DACS 

(4,495.00 
L1,750.00 
L2,900.00 
£795.00 
(1,295.00 
L1,650.00 
(On Dem 
£995.00 
£I,295.00 
ASK 
(On Dem 
£3,995.00 
LP.O.A 
(On Dem 
ASK 

L6,995.00 
£3,500.00 
(5,400.00 
L 1,997.00 
L2,794.00 
L2.250.00 
L4,500.00 
LI.200.00 
L1,995.00 
£2,700.00 
£13,000.0( 
L5,595.00 
(30.000.01 
(3,200.00 
(7.350.00 

£8,995.00 L 1 2.000.0C 
(On Dem L 1 1.000.0( 
£995.00 L2,200.00 
ASK £21.500.0( 
ASK £7,600.00 
ASK £4,400.00 
L4,995.00 L9.000.00 
£1,795.00 £2,500.00 
C695.00 £900.00 
L1,695.00 L - 
Corning Soon 
Coming Soon 
£395.00 L1,000.00 
L4,995.00 L9,000.00 
(695 .00 L859.00 
£3,000.00 L7,899.00 
£4,995.00 L7,800.00 
(6,995.00 ( 19.000.01 
L7,495.00 L 1 3.000.0( 
L495.00 L 1.100.00 
L9,995.00 £ 18,000.0C 
£1,750.00 £2.250.00 
(1,150.00 LI.795.00 
C795.00 L1,750.00 
L2.995.00 £5,200.00 
£1,595.00 £4,100.00 
(On Dem (650.00 
(On Dem L500.00 
(On Dem £ 1,799.00 
(On Dem £999.00 
ASK L6,000.00 
ASK£1.700.00 
ASK (3.500.00 
ASK L2,170.00 
C225.00 L298.99 
£625.00 £749.00 
L415.00 £468.99 
Lopn Dens L750.00 
ASK £4,000.00 
(On Dem £2,000.00 

£1,395.00 
L1,695.00 
£695.00 
£4,500.00 
£3,795.00 
ASK 
£1,695.00 
(3,995.00 
£1,195.00 
ASK 
£I,995.00 
£2.795.00 
£,750.03 
£3 995.00 
C495.00 

P391iInd 
W9n5.88-
W4'5.Ó45w 
(3 995.00 
£50.00 
£750.00 
(On Dem 
(On Dem 

£1,995.00 
(On Dem 

analogue 
SME 20/2A 
SME 30/2 A "'new" 
PS Audio Power Plant 300 + Ultimate Outlet 
Nottingham Analogue Hyperspace 
Nottirearn Analogue "The Analogue" 12" arrn and deck 
Fanfare FT I Tuner 
Tara Labs 10m Bal The 2 Interconnect 
Tara Labs FGS(Mono) pair 
Tara Labs The 2 Speaker Cable 4h 
Roksan Xerxes 10/DSI.5/ Artemiz/ Jubilee 
Ortoforqubilee 
Roksan Caspian Phono se 
Roksan TMS2/ Artemiz 
Michell Orbe/ VC/ RI3300 

£2,2130.130 
L -
£1,900.00 
(6,500.00 
(4,400.00 
(4,500.00 
£5,000.00 
£7,500.00 
L 
£2,950.00 
£2,890.00 
(8,000.00 
£9.000.00 
£9,600.00 
£1,295.00 
£6 500.00 
C I 000.0C 
C6S00.00 
CI 500.00 
£995.00 
£500.00 
(5.500.00 
LI.600.00 
£1,000.00 
£4,500.00 
£1,000.00 
(24,000.0C 
£4,000.00 
£1,195.00 

(On Dem (5 273.53 
£10.495.00 I ,289.00 
£1.300.00 £ 1,900.00 
L995.00 (UMW 
(4,495.00 L8.000.00 
L595.00 ( 1.500.00 
L2,000.00 £5,000.00 
£500.00 LI.000.00 
£1,300.00 L3,000.00 
ASK £4.500.00 
ASK L1,500.00 
(On Dens L950.00 
(On Dem £8,500.00 
ASK L2,350.00 

Project RPM 6 new (On Dem £500.00 
Protect RPM9/ arm (On Dem £ 1.000.00 
VPITNT mk IV/ Rockport 6000/ Flywheel/ VPI Stand/ Clearauudio Accurate/ 
Pump etc. "new" £8,500.00 L16,000.00 
Roksan Radius 5 (Acrylic)/ Nima arm "new" (On Dem L850.00 
Lorricraft record cleaning machine (On Dem L1,100.00 
E (On 101em £425.00 

(395.00 L - 
£245.00 
(On Dem 
(On Dem 

ASK 
£495.00 
£495.00 
(On Dem 
C195.00 
ASK 
£1,695.00 
£640.00 

C325.00 
[1,050.00 
(500.00/ 
£750.00 
(1.100.00 
- 

C - 
L2,750.00 
L400.00 
L1,795.00 
£2,065.00 
£740.00 

8392 1 9 5 9 e7:- 020 8392 1 9 6 3 
8392 1994 `111111 infoechoice-hifi.com 

Open from 10am to 6pm Mon- Sat and other times by appointment. 
Buy, sell, exchange quality hi-fi equipment. 

accept all major credit cards. Finance available subject to status 



classics 

MAGNEPLANAR SMGA198X [L800] 

Technological loudspeaker with genwnely 

mus»cal abilities; fast, smooth. Opel, dry. 

MISSION 770 I 980 [C375] 

Back in its day, it was an innovative product 

and one of the first of the polypropylene 

designs. warm, smooth, clean and powerful 

sound. 

MISSION 752 1995 [E495] 

Cracking Henry Azima-designed floor-

standers combined HDA drive Lnits and 

meta' dome tweeters with surp,-isingly warm 

results. Benign load characteristics makes 

Men- great for valves. 

HEYBROOK HB I 1982 [LI30] 

Peter Comeau-designed standmounters with 

an amazingly lyrical yet decently refined 

zound. Good enough to partner with very 

`sigh end ancillaries, yet great with budget kit 

zoo.A classic. 

CELESTION SLC 1984 [L350] 

Smallish two wzy design complete with alu-

minium dome tweeter and plastic mid-bass 

unit set the blueprint for nineteen eighties 

loudspeaker;.Very open and clean sounding, 

albeit course at high frequencies and limp in 

the bass. Speakers would never be the same 

again... 

LEAK SANDWICH 1961 [C39 

EACH] 

Warm sounding infinite baffle that, with a 

reasonably powerful amplifier can sound 

quite satisfying. 

QUAD ESL63 1980 [L I 200] 

An update of the ESL57, with stiffer cabinets. 

Until the 989, the best of the Quad electro-

statics. 

YAMAHA NS1000 1977 [C532] 

High tech Beryllium midband and tweeter 

domes and brutish 12" woofers in massive 

sealed mirror image cabs equals stunning 

transients, speed and wallop allied to superb 

transparency and ultra low distortion 

Partner carefully! 

MISSION X-SPACE I 999 [C499] 

The first mass production sub and sat system 

using NXT panels is a sure-fire future classic 

- not flawless, but a tantalisingly unboxy 

sound nevertheless! 

SOME AS NEW ( MARKED') WITH 2 YR WARRANTY 24HR DEL ON_Y £ 5. CHECK STOCK BEFORE ORDER 

CALL SALES:(020) 8318 5755 or 8852 1321 - 248 Lee High Road. London. SE135PL 
Please call for details on deferred fr, APR for purchases of more than £.660 S'H Pre-Owned unit E&OE 

Arcam CD62T* CD Player (2Yr (3/tee)  (369.00) 
Arcam CD827 CD Player - New (2Yr (3/tee)  (599.00) 
Arcam CD93 CD Player - New (2Yr C,./tee)  (979.00) 

Arcam 0%188 Plus DVD Player - New (2Yr (3/tee)  (999.00) 
Arcam DV89* DVD-A Player - New (2Yr (3/tee)  (1299.00) 
Arcam A65+ Amplifier (2Yr (3/tee)  (369.00) 
Arcam A85* Amplifier Black - New (2Yr (3/tee)  (799.00) 
Arcam A85* Amp inc Phono- Blk. (2Yr (3/tee)  (909.00) 
AVI Pro 9 Plus Speakers - Cherry (2Yr (3/tee)  (799.00) 

Linn 'KoleKtor Preamplifier (2Yr (3./tee)  (575.00) 
Linn Kaim Pro Line Preamp S/H (1Yr (3/tee)  (1400.00) 
Linn Numerik Dac S/H ( 1Yr (3/tee)  (1100.00) 

Linn Trikan Centre Spkr - maple (2Yr (3/tee)  (549.00) 
Linn LPI2/Ekos/Arkive Boron (2Yr (3/tee)  (5350.00) 
Linn Keilidh Speakers R/nut inc stands S/H  (995.00) 

£229.00 Loewe 24" High Definition 16:9 TV (1Yr G/tee)  (999.00) £499.00 
£499.00 Loewe Aconda 32" Flat widescreen TV (1Yr (3/tee) ..(1800.00) £799.00 

£699.00 Nain CDS2/XPS Player & Power Sup (2Yr (3/tee) ....(6265.00) £3495.00 
£499.00 Naim Nait 5 Amplifier ( 1Yr (3/tee)  (890.00) £659.00 
£739.00 Naim NAC 112 Preamp (2Yr (3/tee)  (660.00) £499.00 
£249.00 Naim NAP 150 Power Amp (2Yr (3/tee)  (785.00) £595.00 
£549.00 Naim NAP 180 Power Amp S/H - ( 1Yr (3/tee) . . .(1225.00) £795.00 
£599.00 Naim Hi-Cap 2 P/S - old casework (2Yr G/tee) .. .(930.00) £695.00 

£569.00 Naim NBL Speakers - Beech (2Yr G/tee (7700.00) £4995.00 

£375.00 Pioneer DVD656S Multiplayer (1Yr (3/tee)  (349.00) £249.00 
£599.00 PMC TB2 Speakers - Black (2Yr (3/tee)  (740.00) £539.00 
£349.00 PMC DB1 Speakers - Cherry (2Yr (3/tee)  (555.00) £399.00 

£349.00 Yamaha DVD 530* DVD Player ( 1Yr (3/tee)  (199.00) £79.00 
£2675.00 Yamaha RXV 630 RDS A.V. Amp (1Yr (3/tee)  (459.00) £299.00 

£375.00 Vibe Zeta SubWoofer (2Yr (3/tee)  (600.00) £475.00 
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Absolute Analogue® 
Address: PO Box 30429. London, NW6 7GY 

Tel / Fax: +44 (0)20 8459 8113 

Email: Absolute_Analoguea emailmsn.com 

Website: www.absoluteanalogue.co.uk 

Please visit our website for more details. 

See and hear us at the Iii-Fi Show & 

Expo 2004 at the Renaissance Hotel at 

Heathrow on September 24th to 26th. 

Aurum Cantus Aurum Cantus Reference 3A Aurum Cantus 
Leisure 2SE Leisure 3SE Dulcet Music Goddess 

I 

Get it right! 

3 

Direct sale bargain! 
I he Nordic (incept . trust turntable 

• One of the few real bargains in high-end hi-fi. 

• A simplified version of the acclaimed Nordic Concept Reference. 

• Alternative construction techniques lead to significantly reduced 
manufacturing costs but still amazing performance. 

• Unlike the Reference, the artist is designed specifically to be sold 

direct by the distributor rather than via dealers. 

• The result is truly high-end performance at a fraction of the normal cost. 

luxurious hardwood loudspeakers from ILD, 

"A fantastic little set of speakers... 

an essential test drive at the price" 
Opera Mini - What Hi-Fi? 

For further information and dealer list: 

tel: 01753 652669 info@ukd.co.uk 
www.uk.d.co.uk 
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standards 

world 
standards 
These are the best products we've heard that are currently on sale in the UK, complete 
with the date they were originally launched and their current retail prices. Watch out for 
regular updates...! 

TURNTABLES 
AN TT I /ARM ONE/IQ I 1998 £725 

Redesigned Systemdek IIX now off the pace, 

but the arm and cartridge are both star per-

formers. 

LINN L.P12/ LINGO 1973 £2100 

The quintessential belt drive superdeck offers 

a beguilingly musical midband at the expense 

of lumpy bass aid nebulous imaging. Latest 

Lingo bnngs a new lease of life, with even 

more punch and polish. 

MICHELL TECNODEC 2003 £575 

Superb Fntroduc tion to Michell turntables on 

a budget.Top quality build and elegant design 

make it the class of the mid-price field right 

now. 

MICHELL GYRODEC SE 2002 £870 

Its beauty is more than skin deep - superbly 

build and finish allied to clever design equals 

class leading performance. Latest DC motor 

with 'Never Connected' PSU make it all the 

more unassailable. 

MICHELL ORBE SE 2002 £ 1916 

Cost-no-object evolution of the Gyro adds 

massy acrylic patter and two-stage isolation. 

Fantastically capable all rounder with com-

manding, powerful, detailed sound that gets 

the best from almost any arm and cartridge 

PRO-JECT DEBUT II 

PHONO SB 2002 £ 170 

Fuss-free all in one starter turntable, com-

plete with built in phono stage. Not a star 

performer, but a fine midi system upgrade all 

the same. 

REGA P3 2000 £298 

Great entry level audiophile deck with fine 

bundlec tonearm.Tweakable, and responds 

well to careful siting on a Base platform. 

REGA P25 2001 £619 

Until the TecnoDec, the best mid-price 

turntable package. Fine build and elegant 

styling. Clean, open sound but limited at fre-

quency extremes in absolute terms. 

SME MODEL. 10A 1995 £3333 

Exquisitely engneered deck and arm combo, 

but dry and clinical sounding compared to 

rivals. Accomplished performer with classical 

music, nonetheless. 

MICHELL TECNOARM A2003 £399 

John Michell's brilliant reworking of the Rega 

RB250 theme, using blasting and drilling tech-

niques usually seen in motorsport! The result 

is the best sounding arm at £400, and as 

good as most at four times the price. Rails 

SME V very close in all except bass, and bet-

ters it for musicality. Stunning. 

TECHNICS SLI200/111 I 973 £395 

Slick build makes it a respectable performer, 

although the cheapo arm limits it - fit a Rega 

RB250 and it's suddenly a serious mid-price 

machine. 

TONEARMS 
HADCOCK 242 SE 2000 £649 

Latest of a long line of unipivots, with added 

mass, revised geometry and better finish. 

Musical like few others at or near the price. 

LINN EKOS 1987 £ 1700 

Subtle mods over the years, including revised 

bearings and the recent new wiring has kept 

it a serious contender in the superarm 

stakes. Lacks the SME's slam. the OL's clarity 

or the ARO's emotion, but has a feisty musi-

caliry all of its own. 

NAIM ARO 1987 £ I425 

Charismatic unipivot is poor at frequency 

ext-emes but sublime in the midband; truly 

emotive and insightful. 

ORIGIN LIVE SILVER 2502001 £625 

This fully developed and expertly fettled 

Rega boasts a superbly even, transparent and 

tuneful sound. Gives away only a small degree 

of finesse and dimensionality to top arms. 

ORIGIN LIVE 

ILLUSTRIOUS 2002 £ 1570 

A modern supei-arm with battleship build. 

Extremely strong, even and open sound in 

the mould of the late, lamented Zeta, plus 

fine zonal colouring. Exquisite. 

REGA RB250 1984 £ 112 

Sold through Moth Marketing, this is capable 

far beyond its price point, with a tight. lean 

and detailed sound. Responds brilliantly to 

Origin Live counterweight modification, and 

well to rewiring. 

SME 309 1989 £767 

Entry level SME complete with cost-cut alu-

minium armtube and detachable headshell. 

Tight, neutral sound with good tonality, but 

lacks the IV's pace and precision. 

SME SERIES IV 1988 £ 1127 

Offers nine tenths of the SME V's magic at 

just over half price. Exquisitely built and fin-

ished, and a design classic. Faces stiff compe-

tition these days, but lovely nevertheless. 

SME SERIES V 1987 £ 1614 

The so-called Best Pickup Arm in the World 

isn't, but comes close.Vice-like bass with 

incredible weight. ultra clear midband and 

treble. Does everything except beguile the 

listener. 

CARTRIDGES 
ORTOFON KONTRA' B 1999 £720 

Surprisingly articulate performer by Ortofon 

standards, All the brand's usual polish and 

detail allied to real vim. Loves making music! 

AUDIOTECHNICA AT- I 10 1984 £29 

Great starter cartridge that's refined, detailed 

and musical beyond its price. 

DYNAVECTOR DV 10X5 2003 £250 

A distant descendent of the classic Ultimo 

10X, this has warmth and sweetness in 

spades, allied to a punchy bass. Beats G1042 

comfortably. 

GOLDRING G1042 1994 £ 135 

One of the best MMs going, with sweet and 

extended treble and punchy, muscular bass. 

LYRIA LYDIAN BETA 1998 £600 

An altogether more beguiling listen than the 

MC30S, although not quite as incisive. Superb 

all rounder, nonetheless. 

SUMIKO BPS 1995 £250 

Charismatic performer with rhythm aplenty, 

but in other respects way off the pace - 

lacks smoothness and sophistication of the 

DV I OX5. 
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tandards 

DYNAVECTOR DV20X-H2003 £395 

The best modern budget MC combines deli-

ciously sweet sound with fantastic get-up-

and-go. High output version works a treat 

with valve phono stages too. 

LYRA PARNASSUS DCT 1997 £ 1895 

Jonathan Carr's masterpiece is a brilliantly 

lyrical and fluid performer, with a deliciously 

sweet tone and immense subtlety and polish. 

ORTOFON MC25FL 1994 £285 

Strong budget MC with a cleaner and more 

detailed sound than the Dynavector; more 

sterile and less emotive, however. 

ORTOFON MC30 SUPR' 1995 £550 

Beautifully clean and detailed device with real 

finesse, albeit a tad mechanical sounding. 

MUSIC MAKER 1999 £575 

When mated with a good quality arm, this 

hand finished high-output pick-up gives an 

ear-boggling account of itself.Very high corn-

plience ensures maximum information 

retrieval.An absolute (grain orientated) gem. 

SHURE V I 5XMR 1994 £350 

The most musical MM yet made — brilliantly 

dynamic and punchy in the classic Shure 

mould, yet refined and tidy too. 

DIGITAL DISC PLAYERS 
ARCAM DIVA CD82T 2002 £600 

Oodles of finesse, but not the most gripping 

performer at the price.A fine all rounder in 

the classic Arcam mould. 

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO 

DVD57 2003 £200 

Crisp, lively DVD-A sound makes this superb 

value for money, but I 6bit playback is way 

behind similarly priced CD spinners. 

CREEK CD5011 2004 £699 

Extensive revisions make this an altogether 

more beguiling machine, and one of the best 

at its price. Extremely musical sound that's 

surprisingly upfront for a Creek design. 

Excellent mid-price purchase, with only its 

Marantz rival to challenge it. 

CYRUS CD8 2003 £ 1000 

Highly incisive, engaging, grippy and dynamic 

sound, but needs careful matching to smooth 

ancilliaries. Optional PSX-R adds bass and 

dimensionality. 

DENON DVD-A I 2002 £2500 

Middling CD performance. but a genuinely 

strong DVD-A sound with masses of space 

and detail. Excellent pictures, too! 

41111111111IL. 

LINN GENKI 1999 £995 

Undeniably fast, lithe, musical and fun - but 

some won't take to its dry, wry character. 

Works best in all- Linn systems, where it real-

ly rises to the challenge! 

LINN IKEMI 1999 £ 1950 

Has the brilliant focus and clarity of the pre-

vious Karik Ill with a dose more tonal rich-

ness and polish. More grip and poise than 

most at any price - still superb! 

MARANTZ CD6000KI 2001 £500 

Brilliantly warm and voluptuous sound will 

endear it to vinylphiles and tube lovers alike. 

Musical, colourful, polished and powerful like 

none others at or near its price.' 

MARANTZ CDI7 II 2002 £800 

Oft-overlooked middleweight boasts a truly 

beguiling sound with lots of tonal flavour. Sits 

awkwardly between the £600 and £ I000 

price points, where some brilliant value buys 

reside, though. 

NAD C5411 2002 £ 30 

Highly musical and articulate budget machine 

in the classic NAD mould. Second only to 

Cambridge's CDSOOSE in the value stakes. 

NAIM CD5 2001 £ 1195 

Taut and grippy like no others at the price, 

but lacks the warmth of the Marantz 

CD6000KI at half the price.To wit, it's a very 

focussed product, best used in Naim systems. 

MERIDIAN 507 2003 £ 1195 

Quintessentially Meridian mid-price machine; 

smooth. warm, expansive and seductively 

musical.The best all rounder at this competi-

tive price point. 

NAIM CDX2-XPS2 2003 £4950 

A fine high end machine, but add an XPS2 

and it becomes one of the most charismati-

cally engaging I 6bit machines we've ever 

heard. Plays music with such passion! 

DENON DV-2900 2003 £1350 

Superbly designed and built do- it- all player 

that delivers fine sound and great vision. 

Sonically class of the sub- C1000 DVD univer-

sal field, but the i-Link and HDMI direct digi-

tal capability of arch rival Pioneer DV-868AVi 

may swing some towards the latter. and its 

DV-2200 baby brother is even better value, 

though. 

NAIM CDS3 2003 £7050 

The most polished Naim CD to date; 

tremendously capable and musical, but lacks 

the Rotweiler quality of the cheaper CDX2-

XPS2. 

ARCAM FMJ CD33T 2003 £ 1,300 

Superbly detailed midband allied to excellent 

bass extension makes this a powerfully musi-

cal machine in the best traditions of Arcam 

CD spinners. Nothing to criticise at the 

price, everything to recommend it! 

PHILIPS DVD963SA 2003 £400 

Creamy CD sound allied to superb SACD 

and DVD video playback makes this brilliant 

value for money. 

REGA PLANET 2002 £498 

Rhythmic and beguiling performer. although 

lacks the warmth of tone needed to better 

its Marantz rival. Superb ergonomics and 

design, nonetheless. 

REGA JUPITER 2002 £ 1000 

A Planet on steroids, this machine adds depth 

and breadth to its baby brothers already 

impressive sound. Good, but facing stiff com-

petition. 

MARANTZ SA- 17S I 2003 £ 1400 

Brilliant CD playback comes close to the 

best at any price, while SACD performance is 

almost as convincing - superbly warm and 

three dimensional nature makes listening a 

joy. However, the lack of DVD-Audio decod-

ing and poor feature count makes it look 

middling value compared to some of the uni-

versal players here. 

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO 

640C 2003 £250 

Tremendously well-rounded yet engaging 

sound makes this the best budget silver disc 

spinner by far. Build quality is excellent at the 

price, and the styling bang up to the minute. 

Blistering value for money. 

CREEK CD5011 2004 £699 

Extensive revisions make this an altogether 

more beguiling machine, and one of the best 

at its price. Extremely musical sound that's 

surprisingly upfront for a Creek design. 

Excellent mid-price purchase, with only its 

Marantz rival to challenge it. 

MUSICAL FIDELITY 

TRI-VISTA2I DAC 2003 £ 1,200 

Superbly neutral and expansive sound makes 

this offboard digital-to-analogue convertor an 

excellent upgrade to any mid-price CD play-

er — fed by a decent transport, few I 6bit 

players at any price come close. 

• 

11._ • 
¡at 

DENON DVD-2200 2003 £499 

Superb do it all mid-price player; fine DVD-A 

and SACD sound allied to excellent video 

performance will be all many could ever 

want. Ultimately it's a little bright and 

mechanical sounding, but you have to go into 

high end territory to truly better it. Stunning 

value. 

PANASONIC DVD-S75 2002 £ 120 

Real ability and fine measured performance 

for an unbelievably low price. Impressive in 

its own way, if not truly audiophile. If you just 

want a cheap DVD spinner with DVD-Audio 

as a bolt-on goodie, this is the one. 

PIONEER DV-868AVI 2003 £799 

Pioneer's most accomplished mid-price 

machine to date, this boasts full DVD-

A/SACD playback, a welter of facilities and 

the all-important HDMI video and I-Link 

audio digital outputs, making it nigh-on 

future-proof. Factor in fine — if not outstand-

ing - sound and superb pictures and it's prac-

tically impossible to fault. 
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standards 

SONY SCD-XB790 2003 £250 

Quite unlike any other budget Sony CD spin-

ner we've heard, here's a very 'analogue' 

sounding machine that's smooth and warm 

and even. Factor in fine SACD playback and 

this machine is a brilliant budget buy — unless 

you want DVD-Audio that is, which it lacks. 

ORELLE CDIOOEVO 2003 £ 1,200 

Extremely engaging and musical sound, but 

maybe a tad too bracing for some tastes. 

Superb aesthetics complete an attractive 

package. 

DIGITAL RECORDERS 
APPLE IPOD 40GB £399 

Genre-defining best of breed, thanks to 

supreme ergonomics and build allied to fine 

sound. 

PIONEER PDR-609 200 I £200 

Brilliant value CD recorder that makes excel-

lent recordings from its digital inputs. Half 

decent digital converters, too. 

PHILIPS DVDR880 2003 £370 

Poor CD audio playback, but makes great 

DVD video recordings and boasts fine 

ergonomics.Top AV value. 

SONY RCD-W3 2002 £250 

Usual superb Sony ergonomics make for no-

nonsense budget buy. Fine direct digital 

copies, but analogue input poor. Middling son-

ics, but there's a digital output! 

YAMAHA CDR-HD1300E2002 £600 

HD means MD-style ease of editing, but 

compromises recording quality ever-so slight-

ly.Add decent CD replay and it's a fine all 

rounder nonetheless - top value. 

ONKYO MB-SI 2001 £ 1100 

An interesting machine complete with MP3 

functionality, but high price, fussy ergonomics 

and over-smooth sound make it mediocre 

value against the Yamaha. 

PHONO STAGES 
CREEK OBH-2I SE 2003 £250 

Musically enjoyable yet highly refined for the 

price - a superb buy. Gives the Dino a real 

hard time. 

EAR 834P 1993 £400 

Classic tube design with a deliciously warm 

and expansive sound - shame about the 

loose bass and veiled treble! 

LINN LINTO 2000 £900 

A musical and incisive performer, with more 

speed than the Delphini at the expense of 

detail and tonal colour. 

QED DISCSAVER 1995 £35 

Rhythmic, bouncy sound via battery, although 

it's bright and forward. Great value, but £ 100 

more on the X- LP is well worth it! 

TRICHORD DINO 2002 £299 

Great all rounder with switchable MM/MC. 

Fast, fluid and smooth like no others at the 

price. 

TRICHORD DELPHINI 2003 £995 

The very latest 'Never Connected' variant is 

easily the best, bringing velvety smoothness 

to an already refined and engaging performer. 

Neutral to a fault - some will mourn the 

passing of the charismatic ISO. 

MUSICAL FIDELITY 

XLPSV3 2003 £249 

Fine all rounder at the price, which a satisfy-

ingly full bodied sound that's smoother than 

the Creek but a tad less engaging. Only 

Trichord's Dino, with its easy upgradability 

for just £50, reflects badly on this fine bit of 

kit. 

PROJECT PHONOBOX LE2004 £99 

Great little box that improves on most bun-

dled phono stages found in budget integrated 

amplifiers, adding detail and definition and a 

measure of smoothness too. If £ 100 is all 

you're prepared to spend, then do it happily 

on this, but you'll get obviously better results 

from the £250 brigade. 

AMPLIFIERS 
ARCAM DIVA A65 PLUS 2002 £370 

Classic budget Arcam fare - decently sweet 

and open with sensible facilities and plenty of 

power. 

---

0 - 000 • d 

ARCAM FMJ A32 2001 £ 1150 

For those who value serious power and 

labyrinthine faci'ities over outright clarity or 

grip.A very impressive all rounder with an 

unusually muscular power amp at this price. 

AUDIO ANALOGUE 

PUCINNI 1999 £495 

Brilliant value mid-pricer is a real step up 

from budget designs. Smooth, fluid, natural 

sound with adequate power and no nasties. 

Fine phono stage too! 

AUDIO NOTE OTO SE 2000 £ 1199 

This baby tuber is beautifully sweet and 

creamy, but lacks solid-state's clarity, detail 

and incision. Low, low power means speaker 

choice critical. 

AUDIO NOTE SORO SE 2000 £ 1699 

Wonderfully out-of-the-box sounding tube 

middleweight is all about sweetness and fluid-

ity. Limited power and loose bass, but little 

the worse for it. 

CYRUS 6 2003 £600 

Cracking do-it-all mid price design, bringing 

svelte sound, good connectivity and upgrade-

ability and stunning style and build. 

CYRUS 8 2003 £800 

Unusually warm and lyrical for a solid-stater, 

with decent power and punch. PSX-R adds 

dynamics, detail and dimensionality. 

MERIDIAN 551 1994 £895 

Evergreen middleweight is a serious per-

former even now.Tonally a tad dry, it's still 

very smooth and svelte with bags of power, 

detail and grip. Class act. 

MUSICAL FIDELITY 

A308 2002 £2400 

Impressive monster integrated.Vast power 

delivered with clarity, even-handedness and 

finesse. Musical, with real tonal colour. 

Separate pre-power version better still, but 

less good value. 

NAIM NAIT 5 2001 £845 

A fast and thrilling listen, thanks to taut and 

articulate bass and midband. Surprisingly pol-

ished for a budget Naim amp, both sonically 

and ergonomically. 

lab 
NAD C320 2002 £220 

Not the giant killer that the 3020 once was, 

but a very strong budget design.A great 

starting point; forms a fine system with 

NAD's partnering C541i CD player. 

SUGDEN A21A I 993 [ I 020 

The most musical amplifier at the price, bar 

none. Delicious Class A sound is smooth, 

sweet and wonderfully transparent w;th true 

tonal colour. Low power, so match carefully. 

HEADPHONE 

AMPLIFIERS 
SUGDEN HEADMASTER2003 £600 

Unusual combined preamplifier and head-

phone amplifier, this boasts a surprisingly 

smooth and open sound which suffers only 

when compared to preamps at twice the 

price. 

MUSICAL FIDELITY 

X-CANS V3 2003 £249 

Mr Michaelson's best headphone amplifier to 

date, with an extremely open and explicitly 

detailed sound plus serious bass wallop and 

the ability to drive any phones to very high 

levels. Errs towards brightness with some 

headphones, so match carefully and use 

smooth cables. 

PREAMPLIFIERS 
CREEK OBH-I2 2000 £220 

Brilliant value budget passive, giving little 

away in sonics to far more expensive designs. 

Connectivity and build aren't great, but what 

do you expect at this price? 

MF AUDIO PASSIVE PRE2003 £ 1010 

Novel and effective pre with switchable gain 

via a transformer, and balanced operation. 

Open and incisive sound, yet makes most 

active rivals sound edgy by comparison. 

NAIM NACII2 2002 £660 

Affordable admission ticket to the Salisbury 

high end experience. Detailed and dynamic, if 

tonally rather lacklustre. 

LINN LK I 40 2000 £800 

Dry and grey sounding, but decently dynamic 

and musically engaging all the same.A worthy 

worker in a budget Linn system. 
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MUSICAL FIDELITY 

A308 CR 2003 £2400 

Superb transistor behemoth, worth partner-

ing with any high end CD player or preamp. 

Oodles of grunt served up with poise and 

purpose. 

MARANTZ SM- 1 7 200 I £700 

Useful budget power amp with plenty of 

clean transistor power. Not the most trans-

parent, but sweet and clean all the same. Fine 

build completes a great value package. 

NAIM NAPI50 2002 £795 

Driven by a decent source and a NAC I 12, 

this gives highly enjoyable results - providing 

you like the Naim sound! Taut, fast and feisty 

despite its relative lack of power. 

QUAD 909 2001 £900 

The latest current-dumper has a smooth and 

expansive character with enough wallop to 

drive most loads. Not the most musical, but 

super value all the same. Lovely build, finish 

and Quad's legendary service are nice, 

CROFT TWIN STAR 2003 £ 1750 

With a taste of the best of both tube and 

transistor, this latest update of the Croft clas-

sic is a truly endearing experience. 

GRAAF GM20 OTL 2003 £3,300 

Awesome output transformer-less valve 

power amp gives dazzling speed and incision, 

with an ethereal soundstaging and delicious 

filigree detail.Tremendous punch belies its 

humble 20W power rating. Factor in one of 

the most exquisite finishes this side of an 

Aston Martin and it's very hard to say no... 

SUGDEN MUSICMASTER2003 £ 1,300 

Quintessential Class A Sugden sound is not 

warm as many expect, but extremely neutral 

and open with real tonal colour. By compari-

son. tubes sound bloated and standard solid-

state hazy and brittle. Superb when part-

nered with efficient loudspeakers like 

Revolver R45s, but many will find it under-

powered. 

INTEGRATED 

AMPLIFIERS 
AUDIO RESEARCH VSI552003 £2,895 

The Naim NAP250's tubular alter ego; oodles 

of power allied to a strong bass and smooth 

open midband makes this a brilliant all round 

amplifier. Lacks the subtlety and finesse of the 

low powered single-ended brigade but makes 

up for it with sheer brio. 

CREEK A5OIR 2004 £550 

Consummately smooth yet engaging sound 

makes it a serious player at the price, but 

don't expect Creek's traditional sumptuous-

ness. Fine value nonetheless. 

MONRIO MC207 2003 £ 1,100 

Powerful, muscular sound allied to real 

finesse makes this unusual integrated an 

essential audition at the price. 

MARANTZ PM- I 7MKII 

KI MODIFIED 2004 £1,500 

Gloriously offbeat do- it- all design with a truly 

warm, smooth and three dimensional sound. 
Think of this as a latter-day Audiolab 8000a - 

with a good deal more colour and finesse - 

and you'll have its measure. Lowish power 

output at the price, but fine real world 

speaker driving ability. 

UNISON RESEARCH S6 2002 £ 1,625 

Tremendously musical and lithe sound with 

real finesse and subtlety too.Very slightly 

upper mid forward encourages careful part-

nering with ancillaries ( Revolver R45s are 

ideal), but overall fantastic value for money. 

ORELLE SA I 00EVO 2003 £1,200 

Fine build, exquisite design and a wonderfully 

lucid sound make this an essential audition at 

the price. 

AV AMPLIFIERS 
DENON AVR-2803 2003 £650 

Superb mid-price 7.1 channel extravaganza 

with nearly all the decoding power you'll 

ever need. Powerful, open and clean sound 

(at the price) makes it capable with music, 

and superb on movies. Fine ergonomics and 

great build makes this receiver hard to beat 

as an all-rounder. 

NA1M AV2/NAP 

150/NAPV 175 2002 £4,190 

Brilliant audiophile multichannel pre-power 

amplifier combo; not as good with music as a 

two-channel Naim set-up at the same price, 

obviously, but surprisingly close. Elegant con-

trol layout plus a strong, clean and brilliantly 

engaging sound make this a serious crossover 

product. Ultimately lacks power compared to 

similarly priced Arcam gear, but is more musi-
cally involving. 

PIONEER VSA-AX51 2004 £1,000 

The ability to hook up to Pioneer's DV-868i 

via i-Link ( nee FireWire) means that this 

multichannel AV amplifier can do all the digi-

tal conversion onboard makes the a very 

special product, which when used with the 

aforementioned DVD spinner sounds better 

even than the sum of its parts. 

rr. 

LOUDSPEAKERS 
EPOS ELS-3 2003 £200 

Plenty of brio and a decent degree of refine-

ment makes this budget baby a fine value 

contender. 

B&W CDM I NT 2002 £750 

Fine clarity and imaging allied to pleasing 

warmth and great rhythmic cohesion make 

these standmounters an essential audition. 

CASTLE CONWAY 3 2003 £930 

Superbly smooth and crisp performers, with 

a big hearted musical sound. Ultimately 

coloured though, with a slow, plummy bass. 

CYRUS CLS70 2001 £800 

Charismatic performer with a fast, tight and 

open midband, but lacks cohesion and scale.. 

KEF Q I 2003 £250 

Highly polished and articulate standmounters 

at the price, but demand good ancillaries for 

best results. 

KLIPSCH HERESY II 1997 £ 1100 

An outstanding high sensitivity loudspeaker 

with midrange and treble horns coupled with 
infinite baffle 12" bass driver Effortless, fast 

and accurate. 

TDK S-80 2002 £90 

Ingenious NXT multimedia sub/sat system 

has a wonderfully even and open sound - like 

baby electrostatics. 

LINN NINKA 2001 £995 

Major on rhythms and dynamics, making 

them an involving listen. Reasonably refined, 

too - but tonally disappointing. 

MISSION 782SE 2003 £900 

Bright and tight design capable of brilliant 

speed and grip, at the expense of warmth. 

Demands high quality, high powered ancillar-

ies. 

W'DALE DIAMOND 8.1 2001 £ 120 

Still the best baby budget standmounters 

around.Tight and grippy thanks to Kevlar dri-

vers, but invariably limited in the frequency 

extremes. 

2003 MONITOR AUDIO B4 

An unusually smooth and lucid performer at 

the price, and its 3-way design means it dri-

ves rooms well. Fine engineering, but build 

and finish so-so. 

£350 
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REVOLVER R45 2003 £899 

Wonderfully easy to drive fioorstanders that 

are a dreamboat for tube amplifiers, and 

great for party- minded trarsistor users too. 

Great attack transients, fluid and musical bass 

and midband and couth treble make them 

fine all-rounders. 

MORDAUNT SHORT 9142002 £300 

Warm, detailed and articulate performer, but 

a touch loose in the bass and veiled up top. 

Fine partner for budget valve amps. 

NAIM ALLAE 2002 [ I 990 

Taut and grippy like few others, this speaker 

majors on transient speed. Surprisingly 

smooth for a Nairn box, with nicely etched 

treble.As always, tonally dry. 

QUAD ESL-988 2001 £3400 

Wonderfully neutral and self-effacing with 

sublime imaging and Drojection.Treble lacks 

extension, bass lacks weight - although the 

pricier 989 answers the latter resoundingly. 

PERIGEE FK-I L 2002 £5000 

Charismatic Aussie ribbon design with deli-

ciously open mid and treble, allied to fine 

bass weight.The right room and ancillaries 

essential. Engaging, musical and powerful 

sound. Superb. 

MARTIN LOGAN 

CLARITY 2003 £2,895 

Supremely transparent and open with bril-

liant depth perspective and image projection. 

The midband is up there with the very best 

at any price, while the bass and treble inte-

grate well but don't especially shine. 

Dynamically limited, with middling bass 

punch, but that's not the point — that deli-

ciously fluid and intricate midband wins great 

respect. 

TANNOY EYRIS DCI 2003 £699 

The combination of dual concentric 

treble/midbard drivers plus supertweeters 

make for a very spacious and expansive 

sounding loudspeaker, albeit one that's a little 

bright and loose in the bass, An excellent 

mid-price design well worth auditioning. 

MONITOR AUDIO GR602002 £2,295 

In some ways, these come close to Yamaha's 

legendary NS I 000Ms, thanks to their 

tremendous clarity, great transients and ' full-

fat' wide bandwidth performance. Bright and 

clean, but never fatiguing or uncouth.A truly 

accomplished all rounder that gives a real 

taste of 'super-fi' at a reasonably affordable 

price. 

TOWNSHEND MAXIMUM2003 £800 

Another brilliant niche product from Max, 

these ribbon aspirated supertweeters add 

space and atmosphere to any good high end 

loudspeaker, and more surprisingly perhaps 

make things more fluid and musical too. 

Superb affordable esoterica. 

HEADPHONES 
JECKLIN FLOAT TWO 1998 £99 

Wonderful panel- like sound from these eso-

teric-looking headclamps. 

SENNHEISER HD-590 1998 £ 199 

The company's best real-world cans to date. 

Open and smcoth with plenty of detail. 

Brightly lit midband makes them an ideal 

partner for a valve headphone amp. 

SENNHEISER MX-500 1999 £ 19 

Our unqualified recommendation for those 

seeking a serious sounding pair of in-ear 

phones. Smooth, detailed and musical. 

SENNHEISER PX-I00 2002 £29 

Cracking pair of lightweight open back cans 

ideal for personals, but good enough for real 

hi-fi use. Superb build allied to a smooth and 

engaging performance make them the spiritu-

al successor to the HD400s. 

INTERCONNECTS 
WIREWORLD OASIS S 2003 [99/M 

Excellent mid-price design with a very neu-

tral, silky and self-effacing sound. Superb 

value for money. 

CHORD CO. CHAMELEON 2 [90/M 

One of our favourites, these are musical per-

formers with a smooth yet open sound. 

VDH ULTIMATETHE FIRST [260/0.6M 

Carbon interconnects that help you forget 

the electronics and concentrate on the 

music. Miraculous transparency.Tight and 

tuneful bass mixed with air and space results 

in a cracking cable for the money. 

«kw., 

—111ne 

DNM RESON [40/M 

Neutral and transparent - a steal! 

TCI CONSTRICTOR 

I3A-6 BLOCK 2003 [ I 20 

Top quality 'affordable' mains outlet block, 

with fine build and good sonics.Well worth 

the extra over standard high street specials, 

which sound coarse and two-dimensional by 

comparison. 

NORDOST BLUE HEAVEN [ 150/M 

Some of the fastest and most transparent 

cable around. 

VINYL 
CLEARAUDIO REFERENCE I 996 

£4,070 

Fine bass articulation and power allied a 

stunningly open and atmospheric midband 

and beautifully etched treble makes this one 

of the very best sounding turntables at any 

price. Michell's Orbe offers marginally more 

impactful bass, but can't touch that amazing 

mid. Exquisite. 

ORIGIN LIVE AURORA 

GOLD 2004 £ 1,470 

Seminal 'entry level high end' deck showing 

Mark Baker's characteristically obsessive 

attention to detail.The result is an extremely 

wide open and natural sounding machine that 

lacks the Michell GyroDec's slightly 'mechani-

cal' nature — along with some of its scale and 

accuracy. Ideal for those seeking that classi-

cally beguiling vinyl sound. 

GOLDRING GR-1 2004 [ I 40 

Essentially a Rega P2 built down to very low 

price and bundled with a decent Goldring 

MM, this is cracking value for money. Head 

and shoulders above its immediate rivals, it 

offers a surprisingly musical and detailed 

sound that will stun those new to vinyl — 

which is precisely what it was designed to 

do. 

THORENS TDI90 2003 £290 

Ease of set up and use, allied to fully auto-

matic operation mean that, although hardly 

the last word in performance, this deck is 

most certainly a model of convenience. 
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The Amazing Tjoeb 66' Amplifier 

Following in the footsteps of the acclaimed 'Moe 
Tjoe CD player AH! Of Holland have breathed their 
valve magic into the ljoeb '66' amp. High-end sound 

at a very affordable price. 
Moller those who want tile silky worm tones of valves 

combined with Me muscle ot solk Mlle! 
Features include: 2x 60watts Full remote control. Separate low 

noise power supplies for pre/power circuits. Low feedback 

design. Audiophile components. Phono stage Only £649.95 

The Incredible AH! `NJOE TJOEB' 
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4000 Valve CD player a 24bIt 192 kHz UPSAMPLER' 
1 Optional 192khz 24bit Swiss Upsampler only £249.95 
2 Dual power supply with toroidal low noise transformer. 
3 Massive 30,000uf of PSU smoothing caps 
4 Philips Military spec 6922 valves 
5 'Supercrystal clock' for super low jitter 
6 High quality drive mechanism 
7 Output voltage adjustable from 0.7v to 5v 
8 AC Noise Killer' fitted 
9 Full remote control with adjustable volume 
10 Optional Audiophile mains lead 
11 Optional Burr Brown OP amps 
12 All versions upgradeable to ' Reference' model 
AH! of Holland take a basic CD player and substantially modify it Inc 
adding a second power supply, an AC noise killer, a low jitter clock, a 
new PCB with valve output stage. Only quality audiophile parts are used 
such as VVima and Vishay. The Swiss Upsampler by Anagram 
technologies uses Analog Devices AD1895 2'd generation 24bit sample 
rate converter. For the upsampling a Wolfson Microelectronics WM8740 
DAC chip, 24bit 192khz chip. The result is simply stunning value! 

Prices from only £429.95 to £899.95. 
Basic Inc Super Crystal', Digital Transformer £429.95 

Super Upgraded version £529.95 

Ultra Inc Burr Brown op amps & Siemens valves £699.95 

Reference Inc 24bit 192khz Upsampler & all upgrades £899.95 

Or choose the Basic or Super and add your own upgrades 

Rated 4.87 out of 5, with over 110 reviews on audioreview.com' 

5 Page rave review in Novembers 'Stereophile' 

"I can't recall hearing a more musically involving, fulsomely 

detailed, three-dimensional presentation from any other CD 

player at such a modest price". - Chip Stern. 

Order now by phone or ask for our illustrated leaflet. 

Auditions by appointment. www.iconaudio.co.uk 

Phone 07787 158791. Email iconaudioentlworld.com  

• 
Le__CFM_  

351 Aylestone Road Leicester LE2 8TA Visa and MasterCard 

MANTRA 

AU DIO 

Specialist Suppliers of Audio Accessories 

www.mantra-audio.co.uk 

PRICES INCLUDE P & P FOR UK DELIVERY 1 TO 10 DAYS - 
SEE WEBSITE FOR FULL PRODUCT RANGE AND SHIPPING 

CHARGES TO EU 8 WORLDWIDE 
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KEADPHONE SELECTION 
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NEW 2004 
FULL COLOUR DIY 

LOUDSPEAKER GUIDE 
NOW AVAILABLE 

Featuring a 
comprehensive 
range of 
loudspeaker kits, 
drive units and 
components, many 
at reduced prices. 

Phone today for your FREE 
catalogue or check out our 

Website. 

WILMSLOW AUDIO 

50 Main Street, Broughton Astley, 

Leicester LE9 6RD 

Tel: 01455 286603 Fax: 01455 286605w 4 

Website: www.wilmslowaudio.com 
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ROKSAft RADIUS 5 2003 £750 

Fantastic value allied to intelligent, interesting 

and out of the box design makes for a won-

derful entry-level superdeck. Open and musi-

cal sound is more inviting that Michell 

TecnoDec -ival, and the bundled Nima 

Unipivot arm is a superstar. 

TUNERS 
ARCAM T61 2002 £250 

This sleek looking and refined sounding 

FM/AM tuner isn't the last word in musical 

involvement, but is fine value, nonetheless. 

• • • 

ARCAM DT8I 2003 £650 

A fine radio, hampered only by its seriously 

compromised DAB medium. Probably the 

best DAB tuner ever, but one for Digital 

Radio enthusiasts only... 

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO 

DAB300 2003 [ISO 

Fine ergonomics allied to great ease of use 

and respectable DAB sound makes this 

superb value. 

«IMO 

DENON TU-260L MK II 1998 £ 130 

If you want the best FM sound at the lowest 

possible price, then this ancient tuner 

remairs peerless after all these years.There 

are better analogue designs around, but are 

either near-impossible to find or are now 

long-deleted. 

CYRUS FM X £500 

Great for Cyrus users, but its dry and pre-

cise sound can't match the best of the rest at 

the price.Wort'iy, nonetheless. 

MYFtYAD MT I 00 1999 £600 

One of nice surprises, this is a beauti-

fully designed and built bit of kit with a deli-

ciously sweet and svelte sound which really 

does justify its high price. 

PRIMARE T21 2002 £600 

Seriously accomplished design with mature 

sonics, great styling and fine build. 

NAD S400 2003 £600 

Highly accomplished specialist high end ana-

logue tuner with a deliciously open and lucid 

sound, but it can't quite match the Myryad all 

the same. 

PURE DIGITAL 

DRX-702ES 2003 £249 

Great with Digital Radio, but thin a tad 

sounding on FM at times. It's a top hybrid, 

nonetheless... 

SYSTEMS 
DENON D-M31 2003 £250 

Excellent CD receiver package with surpris-

ing sonics and a brilliant tuner as a bonus, 

although its amplifier section doesn't quite 

match the Onkyo. Optional speakers are 

mediocre. 

ONKYO CS-210 2003 £300 

Superb value thanks to excellent sound, great 

built and ease of use, but the bundled 'speak-

ers rather let the side down. 

LINN CLASSIK 

MOVIE SYSTEM DI 2002 £2,995 

Superb ergonomics and performance from 

this one-box beauty, but it's just a tad expen-

sive and in value for money terms, compares 

poorly to the original Classik Music System. 

//// \\\\ 

>,fflumivincruinow 

PIONEER NS-0V990 2003 £799.95 

Whiz-bang technology fest with DVD univer-

sal playback, discrete display and NXT flat 

panel speakers. Superb for the spare room or 

study — truly intelligent and elegant design — 

but don't expect it to match the soffics of AV 

separates. 

Tel.: 01423 500442 Fax. 01423 705200 unew.ians bespo kefurniture.cauk 
'hie 0121 Cfiape4 282 Apton Road Harrogate, NYorks, 510 3.7lE 
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...announcing the 

Linn Multichannel 
AV Experience 2004! 
Here's your chance to attend one of the greatest hi-fi events of the year! Linn Products, in association with 

Hi-Fi World magazine, proudly present the Linn Multichannel AV Experience 2004 at the Proud Galleries, 
10 Greenland Street, Camden, London, N1 (the venue is just around the corner from Camden Town tube station). 

Following on from the hugely successful Linn/Hi-Fi World LP12 vs. CD12 event of 2001, were delighted to bring 
you a second special event, providing a spectacular multichannel music experience! 

This will be a unique opportunity to hear one of the very best multichannel hi-fi systems ever made, in the com-
fortable surroundings of Proud Galleries. The set-up comprises the Linn Unidisk 1.1, Linn Kisto System Control 
and Linn Artikulat Multi-Channel Loudspeaker System - the very first UK public preview of the latter. 

It will be your chance to hear what an ultra high end, state-of-the-art multichannel music system can really do 
with DVD-Audio, SACD and Compact Disc sources. You'll be able to compare and contrast the system's two-
channel performance with its surround sound capability, and decide for yourself how much multichannel 'brings 

to the party'! 

And more importantly perhaps, you'll be able to relax and enjoy some great music - including Beck, Barber, 

Clapton, Coltrane, Eminem, Gabriel, Linn Records, Mozart, Pink Floyd, Talking Heads, Who and Led Zeppelin (and 
much, much more) - in the congenial company of the Linn and Hi-Fi World teams. 

The last Linn/Hi-Fi World event was a tremendous success - lots of fun was had by all as Linn staff including Ivor 
Tiefenbrun and Brian Morris, and the Hi-Fi World team including Noel Keywood and David Price, chatted infor-
mally with the 500 invited guests on matters analogue, digital, stereo, multichannel and more - over drinks and 
sandwiches. This time round, we hope to repeat the successful formula, and to take a closer look at multichannel 

If you'd like to attend this unique event, all you have to do is send your name, address, telephone number and/or 
email address on a postcard (or email: linnevent@hi-fiworld.co.uk) to: Linn Event, Hi-Fi World magazine, 
Unit G4, Argo House, Kilburn Park Rd., London NW6 5LF. Due to the limited space, we can't guarantee you a 
place - tickets will be issued on a first come, first served basis, so we advise you to get writing now! 

DATÉ: SATÜRDAY OCTOBER 16, 10am to 4p 
PLACE: PROUD GALLERIES 10 Greenland Street, Camden, London N1 
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ma 1 Visit our website at www.hi-fiworld. uk or 

send your entails to letters@hi-fiwo .co.uk. 
Letter of the month wins a pair of ecious 
Metals interconnects and one yea REE 
subscription to Hi-Pi World. 

Letter of the Month 

SANDY, BEACHED 
Further to your introduction to the 

systems supertest (July issue, p. 12), I've 

learned to buy hi-fi equipment on the 

basis of (some) reviews rather than 

personal listening because my mistakes 

have resulted from listening in shops, 

not from buying well-reviewed 

equipment. It's essential to read the 

right reviews, though - as a one-time 

reader of Hi-Fi Answers I'd happily 

agree that Mr Keywood's "rigourous 

reviewing" (p.11) has left an "indelible 

impression", and I like to think that 

HFVV carries on the good work. 

There was one exception for me, 

which probably goes to prove a rule. In 

1984 we went to Grahams to audition 

the well-reviewed Planar 3, and they 

were kind enough to demonstrate it 

alongside an LP12 and at least one 

other high-end turntable of the time 

(which I'd made it clear I couldn't 

afford). Second only to the Linn, the 

Planar 3 was the most natural, and 

we've always enjoyed it. 

I was spurred to write about sand 

by two articles in the July issue, 

Dominic Todd's entry level system 

review and David Denyer's article on 

his sand-filled platform. The subject may 

seem trivial 

but the 

results are 

not 

Having 

sand-filled 

my Mission 

733s 

(haven't 

found my 

bargain 

ES 14s yet, 

and thanks 

for the 

advice) I'd 

been 

looking 

specula-

tively at my 

Revolver R I 05 system stand, 

uncomfortably aware that it rang 

horribly when tapped. Let me say 

immediately that this doesn't mean it's 

a bad stand - far from it, it concen-

trated the system's mind wonderfully 

when put into use. 

I do think however that Revolver 

should seal up all the orifices in the 

R105 so that it can be sand-filled 

without tears - how DT managed it 

without turning his floor into a beach I 

can't imagine. Suffice to say that it took 

my Significant Other three hours, she 

said, to seal up all the joints in my 

RIOS with polyester filler, and me some 

inexpert spraying to restore its good 

looks. That was after I'd filled the big 

holes in the bottoms of the legs, which 

appear to serve no purpose. 

Having done all that and put in 

ten kilos of dry sand (by tipping the 

stand sideways one can persuade the 

sand into the front and back horizontal 

rails as well) we were surprised and 

pleased with the results - no ringing, 

more focus, more clarity, more 

ambience, as we called it in the 1980s, 

just more realism. More bounce and 

dynamic rage, I fancy. Significant Other, 

who had devotedly done the fiddly gap-

filling while unconvinced of the 

worthwhileness of the job, was 

especially impressed. 

As for David Denyer's kitchen floor 

and buying kiln-dried sand, I'd observe 

that ( 1) I haven't seen any bags 

marked "kiln-dried sand" yet, although 

the sand I bought for the stand was in 

fact bone-dry, and (2) what you do with 

wet sand is put it in a plastic box about 

12 x 18 inches and 10 inches deep 

and leave it in the kitchen to dry. This 

takes a week to ten days, during which 

time you stir it about and write graffiti 

in the surface. This is clearly 

foreshadowed by Brian May's "39" 

(Queen) - "Write your letters in the 

sand till the day I take your hand ...". 1 

would seriously encourage anyone with 

a budget stand to make this amazing 

upgrade (and anyone without a stand, 

to buy one and sand-fill it). 

Keith Aburrow 

Imagining the state of Dave's kitchen 

after that feature. I'm sure his 

girlfriend could be heard playing that 

old Genesis classic, 'Mad Man Moon' 

from 'Trick of the Tail'; " if this 

desert's all there'll ever be, then tell 

me what becomes of me...?" DP 

intrepid reporter Dave 

Denyer drives to Las Vegas's 

Red Rock Canyon in search 

of dry sand... yes, really! 
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SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT 
Dear Mr Price, 

I have to respond to Jayne Lee Wilson's 

letter in the July issue. While many 

classical music lovers prefer CDs there 

are also many who still listen to vinyl. 

They attend concerts too and some 

play in orchestras as well, I believe this 

possibly includes Setright 

I've just listened to three superb 

performances on disc. The Concerto for 

Orchestra by Lutoslawski, played by the 

Chicago Symphony Orchestra under 

Seiji Ozawa, is on a well played single-

sided EMI test pressing from 1971 and 

has everything: attack, delicacy, rhythm, 

ground-bursting timpani, emotion and a 

scratch in the quiet passage at the 

start of the third movement The Sonata 

Represerltabva by Biber! played by 

Romanesca, is on a digitally recorded 

CD; it's vibrant, warm and intimate but 

if I could get it on vinyl I would. The 

most involving is Hungarian Rhapsody 

No. 10 by Liszt on a Columbia 78 from 

the mid-thirties; this direct-cut disc is 

still able to convey Ania Dorfmann's 

passion and drive seventy years on 

despite wear caused by steel needles. 

Is this preference for analogue 

because my Arcam Alpha CD player is 

now thirteen years old? The LP source is 

a Garrard 30!, Michell TecnoArm a, 

Ortofon MC I 0; the 78 source a 

Garrard 401, SME3009/11, Shure M44 

with Expert Stylus Company 78rpm 

stylii.They feed a nineteen year-old 

Rote! RA840BX amplifier and Monitor 

Audio R352 speakers. EQ for 78s is 

provided by a graphic equaliser. I don't 

know if this system qualifies as well 

balanced but it plays a lot of music! 

Or is my preference because of 

compromises inherent in CDs? Some of 

our newer local buses have digital 

multiplex control systems, you can tell 

when ringing the bell. Press the button 

and nothing happens so you press it 

again. By then the first signal has 

reached the bell, so it rings twice. I 

think this is true of CD, the quantisation 

rates are not fast enough for us. 

I'm now upstairs listening to a 

lunchtime concert of Mahler songs on 

BBC Radio 3. 1950s TSL valve FM 

tuner, Leak mono Varislope Il! and TL 

12 plus amplifier,AR4xa speaker, bliss. 

After Mahler some Franz Ferdinand on 

CD or maybe Art Hodes on a Blue 

Note 78 or Marta Sebestyen on LP My 

daily bread is good music and it is 

delicious. Ignore the flak, your balance is 

spot on. 

Richard Zarywacz 

Reading 

Nice to hear that you appreciate 

performance, across time and genre, 

and that you aren't worried about 

technical perfection. Recordings can 

transport us back to another time, 

something 1 was reminded of the 

other day listening to a U.S. 

recording made in 1887. It was 

fascinating to hear so far back in 

time.The lyrics were of war, but this 

was the American Civil War. 

Sadly, much of what we talk 

about in high fidelity today either has 

a commercial slant or involves yet 

another new technology, the two 

not being unconnected. By 

understanding the value of worthy 

old products and maintaining them 

accordingly we have a way of 

reaching back that's of historical 

value too.This is another side to hi-

fi. 

As formats change we are 

threatened with losing our ability to 

play old recordings in original form. 

Anyone who threw out their Beatles 

LPs when CD versions came along 

will probably realise they made a big 

mistake! And whilst original LPs can 

have value, modern copies will not. 

It's good to be able to appreciate 

great performers and performances, 

even if they don't qualify as hi-fi by 

today's standards. 

As higher resolution digital 

coding becomes more common we 

may well end up acutely aware of 

how limited CD was. From the little 

24/192 1 have heard to date really 

good digital has a lot going for it. I 

would be less likely to blame the 

Arcam than the disc it plays. CD was 

a great way to kick off the digital 

age, but perhaps we should see it as 

the Edison cylinder of its time. 

NK 

You're right - the music is important 

and the format secondary, but when 

the format gets in the way of the 

music, aren't we right to say so? I 

think we are - we're a hi-fi magazine 

for heaven's sake! Who else is going 

to - 'What Caravan and Tent-peg?' 

magazine? That's why we've been 

critical of CD, as it's not the 

universal panacea some would have 

us believe. But it's done in a friendly 

and constructive spirit - we're not all 

diehard vinylistas thinking up a plot 

to bring down digital audio! I use 

MP3, AAC, iTunes Lossless, MD, CD, 

DVD-A, SACD and LP - plus a large 

dose of MW, LW and FM radio - for 

my music, so as you can see it's the 

music first for me! DP 

NO VALUE IN HI-FI? 
I enjoy buying hi-fi magazines and like 

to assume that the editorial teams and 

contributors are champions of 'our 

subject', supporting and promoting it in 

all its aspects. Unfortunately that's not 

always the case and I was disappointed 

to read an editorial input to one of 

your advertisement pages ( 12 I, August 

issue) which pronounced that there is 

very little intrinsic value in second-hand 

You must be aware of how difficult 

it is, currently, to increase the circulation 

of any serious hi-fi title and it's no 

different in the hi-fi marketplace itself 

new customers aren't being attracted to 

the subject in anything like the 

numbers from previous decades, so it 

does nobody any favours when you are 

so pompously disparaging about a vital 

niche in the marketplace. And what a 

patronising panel it is; 'Guidelines for 

Buying and Selling Second-Hand Hi-Fi'. I 

can't think of any other subject that 

involves high cost items where the 

sector's editorial slant translates so 

obviously into "because our readers are 

such a bunch of dummies!" 

Have you elevated yourselves 

above the ambitions of mere 

enthusiasts, those of us who regularly 

buy the equipment which underpins 

your very survival? Have you forgotten 

the 'upgrade trail' which is as pivotal to 

hi-fi as part-exchange is to the car 

industry? Would you advise your 

readers to trash their old hi-fi 

components and cancel all your 

magazine's used equipment 

advertisement content? In fact it's 

interesting to calculate that a 

substantial part of your revenue must 

be generated from equipment resellers, 

would you prefer they weren't 

supporting you? 

You might think I'm over-reacting, 

but as much as magazines help 

promote our interest, they also 

complicate the topic unnecessarily, 

undermining the very subject they 

should be supporting. I used to work as 

a 'back-room boy' in the hi-fi industry 

and whilst appreciative of the truly 

excellent work some hi-fi writers have 

produced, I also have reason to believe 

that, in contrast, it's frequently been ill 

judged editorial that has turned off any 

number of prospective enthusiasts, a 

malaise which is just one reason (I'm 

convinced) why there ore so few new 

enthusiasts today. 

Every month you have a unique 

opportunity to convey the almost 

miraculous phenomenon that is high 

fidelity music reproduction to someone 

who might be picking up your 

magazine for the first time. What o pity 

if he or she returns it to the shelf 

thinking "there is very little intrinsic 

value in that". I do wish you well, we 

need you but I hope you'll always be 

aware that it's reciprocal. 

Jim Baines 
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Over-reacting? How could we think 

that! But you do make some good 

points.The observation that there is 

"very little intrinsic value in hi-fi" is a 

generalisation that applies to most 

used consumer goods. Cars offer a 

good enough example of plummeting 

value. Much mass produced hi-fi has 

virtually no market value once 

superseded by later, 'better' models. 

Only a few rare classics can be 

confidently said to have a material 

value in an open marketplace. It is 

because Hi-Fi World has, alone 

amongst the magazines, championed 

certain classic hi-fi products, like the 

Leak Troughline and Garrard 401 for 

example, that demand has appeared 

and prices started to rise. Not 

everyone is happy about this, saying 

that what were once bargains are 

now inaccessible. NK 

Agreed (with NK). Ninety percent of 

used hi-fi is totally forgettable. 

Another five percent is over-hyped 

mediocrity. But that still leaves 

thousands of classic products for the 

taking, some (still) at sensible prices. I 

think this mag has almost single-

handedly brought 'classic hi-fi' back 

into focus, whereas so many other 

publications either ignore it or simply 

aren't aware of its existence in the 

first place. It's an audacious claim, and 

I'm not about to make any more, but 

the fact that so many fine 'equipment 

resellers' advertise with us speaks 

volumes! DP 

ORTO-GONE? 
Can you help me I wonder? Back in the 

sixties my Dad bought a pair of Ortofon 

speakers from a hi-fi fair in London. At 

the time rumour had it there were only 

a handful in the country. They are about 

4 foot wide and about 3 foot high 

including the legs. There are seven cones 

in each cabinet and they sound great. 

The only information on the back is: 

ORTOFON 5658 SF40 FONO FILM 

INDUSTRIES COPENHAGEN. I don't 

think I've ever seen a pair of speakers 

made by Ortofon before and thought 

you could throw some on them? 

Andie Batchelor 

Ortofon UK's Laurence Armstrong 

replies; "The Ortofon speakers you 

mention are most certainly historical 

items as Ortofon stopped using the 

"Fono Film Industries" name prior to 

1950.The name derives from 

Ortofon's origins as the first 

company to put sound on to a movie 

film which led, through time, to their 

entry into the home audio market. 

However, I regret that there is no 

one at Ortofon with length of 

service great enough to have 

knowledge of this product. Although 

this was Ortofon's first foray into the 

domestic speaker market, it wasn't 

their last.A range of 6 models was 

introduced in the mid seventies and 

another smaller range in the 

nineties." 

'No one at Ortofon UK old 

enough...', eh Laurence? So how 

come you recently came to visit me 

in a Riley Pathfinder, tried to pay for 

our lunch in Guineas and fed the 

parking meter with sixpences? Don't 

be bashful about your age, old boy... 

DP 

NEW RESOLUTIONS 
I would like to say how much I enjoy 

reading Hi-Fi World and I get the 

magazine on regular order. The reviews 

of OVO audio and SACO are of 

particular interest too me because I like 

surround music. I recently phoned 

Warner Music to ask about the release 

date of a DVD-Audio title and was told 

that there were no new titles planned as 

they were re-forming the format. Have 

you any information on the future of 

these surround formats, is OVO audio 

going the hybrid way with more up to 

date recordings, is SACO going to 

increase their output and lastly is there 

somewhere this information can be 

obtained? 

M Jennings 

I think Warner 

were referring 

to the upcoming 

DualDisc, over 

which there's a 

lot of debate. 

Due late in 

2004 we're told, 

it is a hybrid 

with CD one 

side and DVD-A 

on the other, to 

make it 

compatible with 

CD players. NK 

Glad to hear 

that you find 
highfidelityreview. 

our reviews 
can be found... 

useful - you are 

already reading the best source of 

up-to-the-minute information 

concerning what is going on with the 

new formats. If you need more 

information all the best rumours, 

gossip and sometimes even hard facts 

can be found at www.highfideli-

tyreview.com and 

www.quadraphonicquad.com, both of 

which 1 must confess I have been 

known to contribute to... [so that's 

why your HFW copy's always late! - 

Ed.] Another regular plug is the fact 

X 

amazon 

that www.play.com are fairly well-

stocked and well-priced on both 

formats, and their 'coming soon' 

announcements have been known to 

surprise even me! PC 

BRAIN SALAD SURGERY 
The August edition certainly caused 

brain overload — first you review a 

subwoofer that sounds perfect to go 

with my refurbished Quad ELS 57s, but 

should I continue instead to save for 

some Quad 898s in about two years. 

f1,500 versus f4.5k less trade in for 

the ESLs.. I'm happy with the 57s but 

realise there's some more bass to be 

had — and feel the 989s are the way to 

go but would the REL plus 57s work 

better — advice please? 

Then just os I was looking a 

possible bargain on a Tri-vista SACO 

player you review the Marantz SACO at 

significantly lower cost So I read your 

March 2003 Tri-Vista review, and still 

don't know — will I get 4 times more 

something with the Tri-Vista?The winner 

would be replacing Californian Audio 

Labs Alpha/Delta combination which is 

pretty good (it's an early one not the 

upgraded version). The rest of the set up 

I'm happy with — WAD 3008 

monoblocks with the upgrades, 

Audionote M2 pre-amp,Voyd t/t with lo 

cartridge. Music range is Folk Rock to 

Kate Bush via Bob Dylan. 

Ian Gerrard 
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• ...a bum «mt.... wawa 
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Bass from big electrostatic panels like 

the 989 has a quality that's much 

different to box speakers, especially 

powered subwoofers. It is agile, 

seemingly detailed and supple, 

displaying a quality that's quite 

different from the norm. Drums 

don't just 'boom', but clearly have a 

complex character where you hear 

the strike on the skin, followed by 

the resonance within the body. It's a 

sobering experience! The only caveat 

being that the room must be large 
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enough to allow the rear wave to be 

'lost', or least well attenuated for 

this to be apparent. Box bass is very 

contrived - a bland booming sound 

- so there's a big difference between 

the 989s and the ESL57s plus 

subwoofer All the same, that is not 

to say there's a clear winner.A big 

REL subwoofer will deliver 

enormous power right down to 

20Hz or so and you may like the 

effect. Most of us are fairly uncritical 

about bass quality - we just want to 

be moved! I've found REL's 

complement Quads reasonably 

well.NK 

In quantitative terms, the Quad 989s 

don't have brilliant bass - I use them 

along with Yamaha NS I 000Ms and 

the latter really kick you in the back 

of the diaphragm, whereas the 

Quads rather politely but matter-of-

factly inform you of the presence of 

low frequencies. Still, NK's right in 

the sense that what they do have is 

effective - it has fast attack (although 

electrostatics aren't the fastest 

necessarily - we're still talking 

Quad 989 - taut and tight, but 

no subwoofer substitute... 

vibrating Clingfilm here) and is 

beautifully even. I think a pair of 

small RELs (turned down very low), 

a pair of ESL57s (preferably with 

rebuilt panels from One Thing 

Audio) and a pair of Townshend 

Maximum supertweeters (mounted 

either side of the mantelpiece) 

would give a pretty stunning sound 

that would tide you over until you 

can afford the 989s, whereupon you 

can retain the subs and 

supertweeters for one of the very 

best ways of listening to music yet 

devised.The 989s are gorgeous, but 

only really come to life with the 

aforementioned ancillaries and a 

decent source and amp driving 

them.The Marantz SACD spinner is 

excellent, but at £699 isn't going to 

be a serious improvement on your 

CAL, unless you play SACD all the 

time.The Musical Trivista SACD is 

stunning regardless of what it plays - 

and this is the one you should aspire 

to! DP 

STAND ON ME 
Quick note that may interest you or 

your more financially challenged 

readers (me included)... I could never 

afford a decent high quality rack for my 

equipment, and as such was seriously 

degrading my hi-fi's playback ability and 

visual appeal. The other day I saw a full 

width hi-fi rack in the Argos catalogue 

and bought it (mainly to make the hi-fi 

look nice - keep the other half happy 

etc. but also though it would do a basic, 

but not great, job of keeping things held 

steady and may afford a small 

improvement). So the box arrived at 

the counter and my number was 

called... Cool I thought - just grab the 

box - hmm that's a bit heavy (as I 

subsequently noticed it said 24.5kg on 

the side of the box so no mere slip of a 

thing). 

Well I write to you due to my 

surprise at this hi-fi performance 

bargain. The finish is good (although the 

tubular steel legs ore in silver paint 

finish - but it is well finished, has no 

blemishes and to be honest better than 

most budget products), thick tempered 

glass shelves, adjustable feet and plastic 

spacers. It, to my surprise, came packed 

better than any product I have ever 

purchased (regardless of price) which 

was a rather nice touch... 

It was easy to assemble (just 

unscrew all the leg sections and start 

with base sections, pop on spacers at 

either end, pop on shelf; pop on the top 

spacer and then screw the next leg 

sections on tightly over and over until 

the top caps - it took me twenty 

minutes, mostly due to the amount of 

unpacking. The fit wasn't 100% - some 

of the cross sections inside the steel leg 

were welded in a little off, meaning 

when tightening it up you would see a 

little wobble (and may need to slightly 

tighten more or loosen a few mm to 

get the next glass shelf to line up to the 

threaded pins - although not a huge 

amount out it is totally unnoticeable 

when the unit is built and shouldn't 

cause any issue). As it turns out the unit 

instructions said the rack was built by 

Acoustic Solutions (the company who 

make the unbelievably cheap separates 

for Argos. 

The good bits: the rack was very 

solid with no play, flex or any 

discernable movement apparent, the 

adjustable feet were easy to use and 

did a good job. The hi-fi was duly 

installed and the sound was 

transformed; more separation, better 

soundstage and tonality, small quiet 

instruments here and there that had 

previously been obscured (and 

surprisingly although very clear and 

clean sounding it didn't get the usual 

slightly glassy, hard or crystalline sound 

that glass shelves usually induce). So 

you may ask - what does this cost? 

£79.99! This truly is the performance 

bargain of the impoverished audiophile 

and should be high on the list of things 

to buy next. 

John 

Sold to the man in the Argos queue! 

Thanks John - any other tips from 

readers would be much 

appreciated... and no, that Ikea Lack 

coffee table was not an April Fool, 

etc... DP 

HO HUM 
I read with interest an article about 

system tuning in the July edition of your 

magazine. Part of the budget test 

included the Cambridge Audio Azur 

640C, which got good reviews. The 

player sounded like it was very good for 

the price, so I decided to get one to try 

with my old Cyrus I amp. I must admit 

it does sound very good and doesn't 

sound worse than others I have 

auditioned which cost an awful lot 

more. One thing I have noticed with it 

though is that with unit powered up, 

there seems to be an audible hum 

coming from the player. Did you notice 

this when you auditioned it? 

Andy 

Hum? Definitely not! CD players are 

meant to be ultra-quiet, with no 

hum at all. Either yours has a fault or 

there is a hum loop in the system, 

although this is uncommon with CD 

players.You may just conceivably 

need to re-site it if near to the 

mains transformer of your amplifier. 

NK 

Sometimes, hi-fi units get through 

with slightly noisy mains 

transformers - even my old high end 

Sony ST-S770ES used to make a bit 
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of 'mechanical hum'.You could either 

write to Cambridge Audio's ever-

helpful public relations supremo 

Henry Griffiths (a sort of Max 

Clifford of affordable audio), 

enclosing a packet of Marlboro Lights 

and your purchase receipt in the 

hope of remedial action, or buy a set 

of Foculpods (which will ground 

some of the hum) and/or experiment 

with placement... DP 

IMPORT-ANT NOTICE 
A question for you - what exactly is the 

situation regarding import duty/ tax 

when it comes to hi-fi kits or ready built 

gear? The explosion of the web and the 

attendant number of non-UK based 

suppliers which are now within easy 

reach of anyone with a credit/ debit 

cord means that bargains are a lot 

more accessible.1 for one would be 

interested in purchasing from abroad if I 

had a sure-fire way of working out how 

much extra I would have to pay to 

extricate my new purchase from the 

postman on arrival! 

Is there on easy formula which we 

can use to get at least a ballpark figure 

for the final cost of each item? I recently 

bought a DVD box-set from Amazon in 

the US and the mark up from the Post 

Office appeared to be nothing more 

than the VAT on the cost of the discs 

themselves (once converted into G8P) or 

was the shipping charged included in 

the import tax - or not? I'm getting a 

headache just thinking about this - 

Help! 

Euan Stuart. 

We phoned H.M. Customs & Excise 

(HMCE) about this and came away 

little wiser! You are supposed to pay 

Customs Duty on all imported 

goods, but the duty can differ from 

zero to 99% they told us, and can 

only be found in The Tariff.The 

correct procedure is to phone 01702 

-366077 to find the Commodity 

Code ( 10 digits), they said, then 

phone HMCE on 0845 010 9000 to 

find out what the import duty is, as 

well as the VAT.You can also go to 

www.hmce.gov.uk/ Useful Links/ 

European Commission/ a database 

called Taric, for the codes. 

You then pay VAT on the goods, 

import duty (a tax on a tax!) and 

carriage, whether inside or outside 

the EU From within the EU,VAT rate 

is set by the country of export; from 

outside the EU VAT rate is the UK's 

standard 17.5%. The nature of the 

goods is meant to be declared on the 

outside of the package for customs 

purposes. Since it is impossible to 

know what the duty is without 

phoning HMCE it is difficult to see 

how the Post Office could ever 

charge properly on the thousands of 

parcels that must enter the UK 

daily... NK 

FOUR ON THE FLOOR 
Over time,1 have read with interest the 

increasing amount of hardware that tries 

to combine multi-channel flexibility with 

current stereo high performance and the 

various arguments as to whether such 

hybrid amps can achieve the standards of 

previous stereo set ups. 

Most of this for me is quite moot as 

my income precludes purchasing much of 

what is reviewed. What I do have though 

is okay and gradually I acquire kit as 

money allows. It currently consists of a 

Rego P3 with an R8300 arm and 

Dynavector cartridge, a Technics SU-X9 Il 

amp with Class A circuitry for the CD line, 

a cheap but adequate DVD/CD player 

and a pair of Celestion Ditton 22s. 

Cabling isn't much except the pair of 

Precious Metal Cable's I was awarded for 

having a letter published previously (many 

thanks!). I use this on the phono outs of 

the OVO player to the CD input of the 

amp. 

So far, so good. However, after being 

tempted to get into a surround amp 

setup at some time and having listened to 

a few that friends have, it's quite obvious 

that they ore unsuitable for ordinary 

music listening especially vinyl. I believe 1 

have found my solution though.About 10 

years ago, I bought second hand, a 

Sherwood ES-I 280 Dolby surround 

separates unit This involves feeding a line 

in/out back into the preamp out/in of my 

amp, the Sherwood having its own amp 

for the rear channels.Although this is only 

4.0 Dolby (pre Pro-Logic), it preserves the 

stereo quality I have already via a By-Pass 

button turning off the 2 rear speakers 

plus Dolby Surround for any OVO or video 

I may happen to play. I understand that 

this Dolby format uses two mono rear 

channels for effects and isn't any form of 

hi-fi, but it does the job quite nicely. 

Maybe there is a market for amps to 

drive only the Surround channels via a pre 

out, thus preserving the Stereo integrity of 

good kit? 

Paul Clewlow. 

Things have moved on Paul. Old 

sum-and-difference quadraphonic 

boxes that derived rear channel 

'ambience' from stereo were quite 

simple in the way they worked. 

Results were pretty approximate and 

not always convincing. Dolby Pro 

Logic does, at heart, work on the 

same principle, but using sophis-

ticated digital signal processing to 

eliminate anomalies and yield far 

more convincing results.1 for one 

have become very impressed, in a 

way 1 never was with quadraphonic. 

Surround-sound receivers are 

now becoming serious hi-fi. Earlier 

models were a bit ropey and 

cheapies probably still are. Pay over 

£600 or so however and you will get 

something that's pretty respectable 

from the big brand names, like 

Marantz. Denon, etc. In fact, as 1 

write this an e-mail Press Release 

has just arrived telling me Denon 

have released a new budget receiver, 

the AVR-1705, that offers 6 channels 

at 110W/ch for £250.All these 

things offer a Direct Mode to bypass 

the AID conversion process, in 

order to listen in pure stereo. Some 

even have phono stages, meaning old 

Quadraphonic SQ and QS matrix 

encoded discs can be decoded in 

approximate fashion too. 

The existence of the discrete 

centre front channel in 5.1 

surround-sound makes it an 

awkward fit with stereo. Although a 

centre channel can be derived by 

summing Left and Right of stereo, 

when discrete 5.1 is played an 

independent centre front channel 

must be available.The great irony 

here is that often there is so much 

emphasis on centre front, with 

vocals, drums and much else all 

stuffed in, it's like listening in mono! 

NK 

Analogue surround sound fans 

should watch out for our review of 

the Dynavector Adp-3 SuperStereo 

Adapter next month! 'The 

Quadfather' DP 

Quadraphonic - any fool knows that it's 'two better' than stereo... 

.4(44/ CD - »OR 
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RELIABILITY RUN 
Those of us like myself who use hi-fi as 

an end to enjoying music at home are 

not very pleased when a product foils 

every few months and I'm sure 

prospective purchasers have the right 

to know this. My own experience after 

years of no problems was when finally 

had enough money to buy the esoteric 

equipment we all drool over. A CD 

player raved over by you and many 

other magazines, costing over £2,000 

in 1988 by a now defunct company, 

had to be returned three times in the 

first 18 months. It has now failed again 

and I have no idea how to get it 

repaired. Its replacement - a limited 

edition CD player by a very well known 

company - which cost even more is now 

being repaired for the second time 

within a year. 

If consumers knew that fashionable 

brands were unreliable, the companies 

concerned might have to do something 

about their quality control. It is all very 

understandable for o reviewer to rave 

over the sound of a product but there is 

no way they can know if the item will 

still work in even three months time. I 

have to compare the above to the ultra 

reliability of a certain 1953 UK 

turntable that I bought as a joke, only 

to find that it outperformed my top of 

the range Linn in every way and 

continues to provide the goods with only 

the occasional check-up for spindle 

greasing. Mind you, the only time I ever 

had to take the Linn to its dealer was 

for an upgrade... 

Stefan Herber. 

There's no evidence that 

"fashionable brands are unreliable". 

Specialist products may well be less 

reliable than those that are mass 

produced, having less research and 

development behind them, but it is 

difficult to be categorical about this. 

Some would argue the opposite I 

suspect. Unfortunately, it is 

impossible for any review to check 

reliability. Products do go wonky on 

us at times, but this is always met 

with a barrage of excuses from the 

manufacturer - " it was just a one-off" 

- that we are unable to really 

question.The laser of CD players is 

meant to have a limited life span of a 

few years if used heavily, but in 

practice it often seems to be the 

draw and loading mechanisms that 

fail, especially when they use small 

rubber belts. NK 

Hmmm... yes, I think I know which 

CD player you're referring to! It's 

easy to be definitive about reliability 

with hindsight though - all we can do 

at the time of a review is to report 

our findings honestly. We get a 

surprisingly high number of bits of 

kit which never make it into our 

pages, because the review sample(s) 

have failed.When this happens, we 

are not amused (all that wasted 

time, packing and unpacking, 

photography, measurement, etc.). So 

it's fair to say that the stuff that does 

get into the mag at least has a head-

start on the kit you don't see in 

terms of reliability. DP 

DRIVING ME NUTS 
Reading your magazine over the years 

has led me to purchase what I consider 

to be a nicely balanced and sonically 

delightful system. I was lucky enough to 

have come across a nice example of a 

Voyd turntable, to which I have bolted 

an DL Silver 250 and Dynavector DV-

20X high output MC cartridge. This 

combo feeds its signal, via a Gram Amp 

2 SE, to a Sugden A21 which outputs to 

another 'lucky' purchase, my Living Voice 

Auditoriums. 

Now it could be that my ears have 

become keener and more aware and 

that this is just one of the imperfections 

of vinyl, but I have recently noticed that 

on some recordings, there seems to be 

high frequency distortion - along the 

lines of some extremely high pitched 

white noise (at a low enough level just 

to be audible) accompanying high 

frequencies - for example female 

vocals, pronunciation of 's' in lyrics, high 

strings, etc. Is 

this just down 

to the quality 

of the vinyl, 41.410, 

gunk in the 

groove or is it 

anything to do 

with the 

cartridge? If it's 

not damage to 

the cartridge, is 

there anything 

I can do at all 

to alleviate it, 

as it's driving 

me nuts, 

especially 

through my 

headphones? 

Laurence 

Robertson 

DON'T PANIC! 
I would like to thank you for "The 

Guide" article in your July issue. It was 

full of useful tips and ideas. One that I 

took up was the purchase of a couple 

of Audiophile Furniture's Base Platforms. 

With one under my Arcam Alpha 9 CD 

player and another under a Chord DAC 

64 it did indeed make improvements to 

the sound adding weight and better 

imaging to the sound stage. I then tried 

one under my Project RPM6 Turntable 

and the improvement in sound really 

showed what both the Base Platform 

and the Project turntable are capable 

of 

Since purchasing the boards I 

telephoned Audiophile Furniture and 

spoke to John McCurly who informed 

me that there is a prototype for a new 

Platform due out later this year. It will 

be more expensive but is said to be a 

big advance on the present one. It 

would be helpful if you could get hold 

of one and give us all the benefit of 

your findings. I have been reading Hi-Fi 

World since you began publishing and I 

believe your magazine stands up to 

scrutiny. Keep up the good work. 

David Burgess 

Yep - the Base is a great budget 

tweak - I still use two under my 

Michell Orbe. Look out for a review 

of the new one as soon as it comes 

out. DP 

sibilant sound from a decent deck? Then the stylus will./ 

surely be past its prime! 

Pronounced sibilance - which is what 

you seem to be suffering - is a result 

of a peaky treble response and/or 

high frequency mistracking. Both are 

attributable to the cartridge. High 

output MCs have more coil turns 

and more tip mass as a result.This 

degrades their high frequency 

tracking. So I would put the DV-20X 

at the top of the list of suspects. NK 

SURFACE TENSION 
Reading Jayne Lee Wilson's letter last 

month reminded me of something that 

happened to many years ago. I was at 

a 'friend-of-a-friend's' house and he put 

on an LP on his then new IMO system, 

which I think had the parallel tracking 

arm. Within a few seconds he took the 

record off and gave it a good clean. He 

repeated this many times, saying he 
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couldn't put up with the 'pops' and 

'clicks' that he said he could hear. I 

wasn't aware of said 

'pops' and 'clicks' and 

if they were 

there, they 

were 

certainly 

less 

noticeable 

than on 

my 

Garrard 

SP25 MkV 

deck that I 

had at the time. 

Anyway,1 came 

to the progressive rock music on Long Playing microgroove record - 

conclusion that definitely one to go for... 

he was more 

interested in his showing off his 

acquisition than in the music and he 

was trying to convince his guests that his 

system was perfect and that it should 

be the envy of all in the room. 

After that I found it noticeable how 

good quality turntables lacked the 

surface noise distractions of the cheaper 

alternatives. Even in quiet parts of the 

music (and although I am not a classical 

music listener, some of the 'Prog Rock' 

that I listened to - and still do I am 

proud to admit - had quiet parts) were 

free from any real surface noise issues 

and 1 had/ have absolutely no trouble 

enjoying the music. All of which leads 

me to wonder why some people have 

an issue with this. Are they defending 

their choice of CD over LP by citing 

surface noise as a problem on LPs? (Or 

am 1 defending my choice of LP over CD 

by ignoring surface noise?) Needless to 

say I think surface noise is all (okay, 

nearly all) in the mind of those who are 

anti-LP By the way, my local Virgin record 

store, in addition to an expanded range 

of 12" singles, actually had an LP in 

stock! Must have been fifteen years 

since that last happened! HMV also 

seem to be increasing their stock of 

vinyl, both black and coloured. The LP is 

fighting bock. Long may it do so. 

Mark Crabtree 

and homes. Maybe it is something to do 

with my equipment and 

my mains supply. It could 

be that if I lived elsewhere 

I would not need one. 

With the Mini-Sub 

"blacks" sound "even 

blacker" but everything 

sounds so natural and I 

think that maybe that 

HFVV should give these pi:ces,0/0.7euip:::0 
that you should 

¡consider what they are 

e. 

This brings me on 

Now what would a Prog rock kinda 

guy like yourself be doing with LPs, 

Mark? Do you hang up the gatefold 

sleeves on your wall as 'art', or use 

them as a convenient base for rolling 

your (tobacco, of course) cigarettes? 

Sorry, I'm being facetious • anyone 

who insults the mighty church of 

Prog is committing, well, the Crime 

of the Century, and should be sent to 

the Dark Side of the Moon. DP 

MY WIFE THINKS I'M SAD 
On reading your esteemed journal you 

have made it clear as to what hi-fi is all 

about - namely trying to create a live 

performance. This is where I disagree 

with you and presumably the vast 

majority into hi-fi. I am looking for 

realism in a different sense. I do not 

wish to create in my awn listening a live 

jazz gig at Ronnie Scott's or Pizza 

Express (what with the smoke, the smell 

of the food, the people talking through 

the performance and me munching on 

an American hot pizza, this is not what I 

wish to recreate). jwhy ever not? - Ed.] 

Nor when I saw Al Jarreau do f wish 

to recreate the appalling sound system 

nor the tired feet of standing up at the 

Jazz Café under someone's armpit who 

was considerably taller than me. 

Obviously it is great to listen to live 

music but what I want to listen to at 

home is entirely different. Listening to a 

record or CD which was recorded in the 

studio means that I would be listening 

to that artist's best possible 

performance with the best possible 

session musicians with a wide and deep 

soundstage and hopefully the best 

possible production. So when I listen to 

music in my own room with the lights 

dimmed, a glass of claret in hand and I 

close my eyes, then I feel that I am in 

the recording studio rather than listening 

to a live version. 

Trying to get the best from CD and 

records is so important to me. I do not 

wish to plug any particular 

manufacturer however what I have 

learnt as of late is that Russ Andrews 

was right — the mains is of great 

importance. I have now had an ISOTEK 

Mini-Sub for a few months and 1 would 

say it is one of the biggest upgrades 1 

have had in a long time. My wife thinks 

I am a sad person. When using a mains 

conditioner (there are loads of them 

about made by many companies) the 

sound lam getting from my hi-fi sounds 

like when I used to creep downstairs at 

four in the morning because things 

sounded so much cleaner, sharper, more 

in focus. Maybe the Mini-Sub would not 

be suitable for other people's equipment 

to my sources. My main 

two sources are a 

Shangling tube CD 

player and a Wilson Benesch Full Circle. 

I remember a recent vinyl issue where 

various people in the business compared 

vinyl and CD. Obviously there was a 

thumbs up for vinyl. Even though there 

was not a thumbs down for CD, the 

common consensus was that it does not 

sound as good. I too would go with that. 

However, CD can sound fantastic too 

(and I am using my words carefully) - it 

all depends on the recording. 

I am of the firm belief that the 

importance of the quality of the 

recording as well as the production is so 

much more important than if a 

particular album in on CD or vinyl. If CD 

is well recorded it can sound fantastic 

too and if vinyl is poorly recorded it con 

sound absolutely awful. There are so 

many poor recordings by top artists. I 

recently bought the new Lionel Richie 

album on CD and the recording quality 

was absolutely hopeless. I even cringe 

when 1 listen to it in my car. However 

there is o new Dave Koz album out as 

well as a relatively new Chris Botti 

album and these sound absolutely 

fantastic on CD - fantastic that is if you 

like smooth jazz, but boring and 

pedestrian if you do not! When listening 

to these albums on CD I do not hanker 

after vinyl 

I do however feel that I have a 

problem with my record deck, but 

maybe I am being too picky. I used to 

have a Linn LP I 2. After having 

purchased Shangling CD player I felt 

that its performance was better than my 

Sondek IPI2/ Lingo! Cirkus/ Ekos/ Klyde 

set up. 

What I loved about the 1912 set up 

was its smooth, melodic, organic and 

possibly euphoric way of putting across 

the music. However I felt that it was 

slightly too coloured and after having 

listened to the Full Circle with its clear 

and incisive control over the music, 

which is why I decided to "upgrade" — 

not that it was necessarily an upgrade. 

Over extended listening it turned out to 
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be just different. I think I prefer the Full 

Circle. However this brings me on to my 

problem! 

The Full Circle can sound a tad 

over bright and I think the reason for 

this is two-fold. Firstly because of 

domestic constraints 1 am using a large 

AV rack to support my turntable (with 

all my other equipment which consists 

of amongst other things Musical Fidelity 

A3/CR3 pre and power amps, jamo 

Concert 1 I loudspeakers and various 

cabling from Black Rhodium, Hovland, 

VDH — The First Ultimate and Kimbar 

8TC speaker cable). Everything sounds 

a tad too bright even after purchasing 

a Russ Andrews Torlyte and platform 

and some Clearlight RCD cone cups. 

Even though things improved the treble 

seems a little more bright than ideal, 

even though the sound is organic and 

very detailed in a hi-fi sort of way. It is 

obviously not as involving os the LP I 2. 

Therefore I think the equipment 

support is one culprit and secondly the 

other culprit I believe to be phono 

stage. Even though I tell everyone not 

to do it, ashamedly I bought a Trichord 

Dino phone stage "unheard". All the 

reviews were great and they did not 

seem to be anything else according to 

you hi-fi scribes who would recommend 

anything else for the money. I clearly 

should have borrowed the Dino and 

taken it home to listen to it first of all. 

I therefore think that the 

combination of the phono stage and 

the huge AV stand with loads of 

equipment sited on it (the shelves are 

glass and I cannot put the turntable 

anywhere else) seems to be making for 

a bright listening experience — or could 

it be that my Shangling CD player 

which sounds fantastic is smooth as the 

proverbial baby's bottom and this is a 

sound I have now got used to? 

It may well be best to change the 

phono stage to maybe an EAR valve 

phono stage which I believe cost about 

f550 or so or could it be the Matrix 

moving coil cartridge (which is a Benz 

Micro Glider in drag). Your thoughts 

would be much appreciated. Having 

said that, people who have listened to 

this vinyl system are totally bowled over 

ye olde Philips CDMO swing arm CD mech - shame all 

by the fantastic noise that it does 

make. As I say, maybe I am being a bit 

too picky. 

Bearing in mind 1 now have a tube 

CD player you can see that I am into 

somewhat of a smooth sound and I 

would love to get immersed by the 

music rather than occasionally (and I 

would say occasionally) gritting my 

teeth on a bright recording. Maybe the 

Full Circle is simply being faithful to 

what is on the vinyl whereas the 

Shangling is smoothing everything over? 

My system has been carefully set up 

and I have spent a fair amount of 

money on cables. I know you David 

have intimated in HFW over many 

years that a lot of cables are o waste 

of money. The Hovland generation three 

cables sound absolutely fantastic. I have 

not heard any other cables like them. I 

use them in between the phonostage 

and the pre amp and this also helps 

smooth things out somewhat 

What I have concluded is that the 

Full Circle is everything that the LP 12 

is not and conversely the LP 12 is 

everything the Full Circle is not — if you 

get my drift They are both brilliant bits 

of kit and they both have their upsides 

as well os downsides. I assume that you 

cannot have your cake and eat it and 

this will always be the case with 

whatever kit you buy. 

Also maybe you can answer this 

question? Why ore specialist hi-fi 

companies unable to make their own 

transport mechanisms and their own 

converter chips? All the stuff the 

companies use are all bought off the 

shelf — Sony/Phillips/Pacific/Delta 

Sigma/Burr Brown/ Wolfson — you get 

my drift I have always been too 

embarrassed to ask why and guess that 

the answer to my question is that a 

firm such as Linn or Meridian simply 

would not have the R&D clout to 

develop such things. I would have 

thought that if a specialist hi-fi 

company develops such pieces of 

electronics then the sound would be 

superior. Any thoughts? 

Lastly being "an ex-flat eorther" 

and having fond memories of hearing 

an LP 12/ lttok/ Troika feeding into a 

brace of 

I 35's 

actively 

driving a 

pair of 

Isobariks, 

would it be 

a good idea 

to compare 

the results 

to some 

more up to 

date pieces 

of kit? I am 

sure such an article would generate a 

great deal of interest amongst your 

readers. I too had on LP 12 with an 

lttok. I could not afford the Troika and 

could only afford the Asaka. My 

Isobarik had to be driven passively with 

an LK I and LK280. However at the 

time this sounded wonderful and I 

thought was "the dog's danglies". Keep 

up the good work. 

Paul Diamond. 

Very briefly, I agree - many folk do 

like a hi-fi to give a brilliant studio 

sound, and there's nothing wrong 

with that. Indeed, I have to confess a 

certain personal sympathy with your 

sentiment, As for your Full Circle 

vinyl source and its harshness, stick 

it under either an Audiophile 

Furniture Base SPOI platform or 

Townshend Seismic Sink (depending 

on your budget) and be amazed - 

you'll find it smoothes out and 

opens up in equal measure. If this 

doesn't do it, I'd definitely look at 

the cartridge, which isn't famously 

rich. The Koetsu Red is, however, and 

this cracker is an essential audition, 

complete with its deliciously velvety, 

sumptuous sound. Every digital disc 

player seems to have an off-the-shelf 

DVD-ROM mech in these days for 

cost's sake. It's very sad, but you 

have to ask yourself - if they can 

save 15% of the total price of the 

player and spend the money 

elsewhere - for an arguably very 

small loss of sound (and this is 

arguable) - then why shouldn't they? 

Finally, if anyone does have an 

eighties-tastic Linn/ Naim six pack 

system and they'd allow me round 

for a listen, I'd love to do a feature. 

Meanwhile, flat earth fans should 

watch out for a forthcoming piece of 

the last remaining pair of 'new old 

stock' Epos ES I4s which we wrested 

from a dark, cold place (no, not 

Noel's wallet but Epos's ex-MD 

Steve Harris's attic), which I'm 

currently running in via the Naim 

pre-power in this month's group 

test! DP 

PINK LINK 
In the September edition of your 

excellent magazine there is a letter 

entitled 'In the Pink No More' from 

David Woods. Perhaps you could 

make him aware that PT spare belts 

can indeed be obtained in the UK at 

Doug Brady Hi-Fi in Warrington for 

about E 14. 1 have just replaced my 

PT TOO belt for the first time! 

Paul Kabrna 

Thanks - many readers will 

appreciate this tip! DP 

106 

today's machines use cheapo DVD-ROMs.. 

HI-FI WORLD OCTOBER 2004 www.hi-fiworld.co.uk 



market place 

email:advertising@hi-fiworld auk 

market place 
specialist products and services 

or all your advertising requirements 
please call 0870 242 0567 

or email: advertising@hi-fiworld.co.uk 

Sound Investmen 
If you have invested expertise and 
money ii building up a sound system 
to your own unique specifications, 
then why compromise with indifferent 
housing units? 

Fi-Rax offers a new dimension in 
audio visual -adung - from a range 
of standard designs to the ffexibility 
to custom create a unit to suit your 

particular scund system and lifestyle 

*High quality aluminum construction. 
'Finishes available to your choice 
•Fully adjustable brim glass shelving 
'Sound isolation or shelving/feet. 
'Custom created to suit your system. 

'Free delivery throughout the UK. 

Fi-Rax - a sound investment for those 

who want the best from their 

equipment. 

Audio Visual Furniture 

F Dr further information or o free brochure cantact:JEM Distribution 
Springfield Mills, Spa Street, Ossett Walcefir:!Id WFS 011W. 
Tel: 01924 277626 Fax: 01924 270759 

gef.4e. 
Used equipment for pie 
Sowithers 
Aud,c Innovallons 71,0 cingle ended 2A2, zero teedback 
monoblocs last and best version of this superb emptier 
new boxed mint new £3500 £1295 
Aue1 dab LX integrated amp boxed as new £295 
Audionote MI Valve Pre Amp with Phone Stage £395 
Audi,. Research Cbssic 60 - trade in your i:larsic 30 

for : his far superior Power Amp Er 595 
Audio Research LS; balanced output re-valve:1as new boxed £995 
Beam Echo Avantic monoblocs re-issun superb 
att7nten to detail new £3600 f 1 495 

Bow %Nazis° Integrated Amp valve lee sexed rew 12500 £1095 
Cyrts Integrated Amp 31 boxed mnt £350 
Cyris Power balanced facilities £350 
Cyrus PSXP £275 
Cowed Johnson FV10A Verve Pre Amp we, pnortostage £595 
Crirson mcnablocs 095 
EAR 834P Valve '1-ono Amp 
EAR 834L Valve Line Stage 
Linn LE 40 power arnp 92w po mint boned £495 
Linn 280 with spark psu boxed £495 
Marantz PM 66 K1 Sig Int Amp £245 
Mamntz PM17 Integrated Amp £495 
MtcroMega Torneo 1 Integrated Amp re-rote 

CI ,ntrol w,th great phonostage new 1800 £295 
Moth 100W Monotiocss £495 
Michell Electo monoblocs immaculate cond.tion 
great with electrostatics £1295 

%sisal Fidelity F sones valve Pre Arfp new £1500 
balanceo with remote control £595 

Moon 1-5 Integrated Amo w.th Die-cast remote 
12mths old as new £2750 £'695 
NAD original 3820 £95 
NAD C160 remote Pre Amo top of the rar.ge.. £225 
NAD £270 Pow, Arrplifer excellent at einving dtfrbult bads £395 
Nairn HIC olire green model £495 
Nairn Neel Integrated Amp £225 
N;aeon CA202 Integrated Amp £95 

''' £195 
Quad 405 Power Amp boxed £225 
Radford Woodide MA100 100w 'non-abb. 6550 valves 
extremely powerful new £3700 £1395 

Pega EXS Power Amp £225 
Rotel RB870BX Power Amp £195 
Rote' 96550 Strom Power Amp car be bndged £150 
Patel RC990 EsX remote control Pre Amp '1400 nee £195 
Sugden 548 orange front integrated Acnta £175 
Tube Technology Unistss Valve Integrated Amp 
with phonosiage £750 

.AerCeSCM 10 Active 10 ex dem new £1753 
ATC Active 2tis ex dom new £2700 
ATC SCM 10 s Walnut time 
Audmvector f 3 Floorstanding Speakers preat 
with valves coxed as new £ 1300-

Audlovector 1-713 3 way design beech role ideal for 
valve amps 12mths old £ 1530 new 

Beauhorn B2 louospeakers x-derr 
Castle Howard S2 oak finish 

1295 

1250 
£2300 
£394 

£695 

£695 
£1500 
£595 

Celestino Orton 44 3 way speaker 
Cyrus CLS50 speakers 
Dynavector Countour 18 creny tine £ 1600 new 
Epos ESI1 rcsewood fine matching stands 
Gamma Aoxstics top end beakers new £5000 
JBL 21TK bench finish new £ 1400 
Urn Keldh one of the lag versions meewood fine boxed 
Linn Index bookshelf speakers 
Musical Fidelity MC2 Bookshelf Speakers 
Monitor Audio 9252 
Opera Platea beautiful speakers w.th beech finish 
OLN Spieled Signatures 
Quad °nettling ESL63 s 
Rogers LS4A/2 boxed 
Tenney 609 with stands great for valve amps 
Tannoy M20's 
Winslow Audio transmission line speakers with 
volt drive znits HeFi News recommexided 

Web address www.retroreroCuction.com 
28a Haddington Place EdinImpli EH7 11F Phore/Fax 0131 556 3989 

Open 11.00am • 5.3Cpn • closed Monday & Eunday 

f.95 
050 
£295 
£300 
£995 
1395 
095 
095 
£195 
715 

£495 
1;895 

£1395 
£195 
£195 
£95 

£295 

Innis:Pas 
Musical Fidelity XLP various £95 

i'rer a RTra'n4eann ex d on,xed £225 £495 
4,..."siR tiRODAemlx:r1.,,0 8 turntable ..UPGRAD 

STD with Mission 774 tonearrn £195 
Venous Garrard turntables with granite 
wood marble plintns available POA 

CO % gen. DAlls 
ArCalll Adana 6 new £600 £190 
AAR wedoe shaped CD Player mint loved £95 
Cyrus PeR fantastic unrovernent whet, used we DAD] £275 
Marantz C063 top loading CD Playo champagne finte £91-
Moravia CD63 MK2 KI Signature £t91. 
Menden 200 series Tnctiord Clod, 2 tsmsport boxed mint £391 
Merrier, 700 serie, transport boxed 729. 
Meridian _ £133 
Mission GADS CD Plater boxed mint £175 
Mission C.AC7 boxed mint £75 
Musical Fidelity FCO valve Cd Player 
battleship build quality new £1500 £795 

Nairn CD5 boxed as new £795 
Sony SACO 0E1940 new £550 £275 
Teac VRDS7 £235 

hœusRml te Ifeet Cassette Peek, tone 
Cyrus original Tuner 
Leak Trazghline Tuner 3 venous from 
Mender original .shoos tuner 
Quad FM3 Tuner (boxed mint) 
Quad FM3 Tuner 
Quad FM4 Tuner old style 
Revox G36 Open Reel Mint 

Din In 
EAR 509 monoblocs 
Extremely rare Quad corner horn ribbon speakers 
Grado 0R-125 headphones 
Mission 776 battery ore arnplffer with matching powe- amp 
case work styled as Mission lago 
Musical Fidelity X-PtiU 
X -CANS 

£150 

LISO 
E 

El 50 
£145 
£95 
£5 
£5 

Selected products from: ATC,Audio Physic, EAR Yoshino, 
Nottingham Analogue, Dynavector. 

Ie1 W DEMO IV STRATI IN1 G 

The Fantastic EAR 890 and 899 70 watt per channel Class 

A amplification (SPECIAL offer trade in your existing ampli-

fication for full market value against any EAR products. 
ATC SOW 7, 12, & 35 SPEAKERS PROBABLY THE FINEST SPEAKERS 

AVAILABLE - PRICES START FROM f,180 

Ear 869 single ended triode integrated amplifier 

f i)r lamroved sondan of-the classic 859 'i th revised ouput 
(i vansfonners vmdifed input stage wr,l, the addition of 

.. extra signal valve which has allowed an increase to 
r %watt of single ended power. also Me 869 can he used 

as a pow. amp. Don't he fooled by its modest power output this 

amp drives mai world speakers., price I:2491000 

Ultimate Lar Phono Stage 
This is the vhimatc esoteric Phono Stage as u..c..1 in the world 
wide acclaimed Far 3:2 Comm.. Centre - Pm Amp. This has to 

be the urnmine Vinyl Replay pticiMase. price f2095 

•••• TOR A MUTED PERIOD ONLY en 
Full value Trade in an Ear Phono Stages and other selected anidels. 

THE LEGENDRY OPUS 3 CONTINUO TURNTABLE WITH CANTUS LINEAR  
TRACKING rONEARM EMEARASSES MANY HI-END TURNTABLES PRICES PROM £875.00 
NOW DEMONSTRATING THE FANTASTIC NEW MONOPULSE RANGE OF SPEAKERS 

PHASE LINEAR DEIGN GIVES EXCELLENT SOUNDSTAGING ABILITIES PRICED  
COMPETITIVELY FROM £495.00 - 09500 

ALSO DEMONSTRATING KORATO VALVE AMPLIFIERS 

•7.:ROFT NEve TRANSVALVE NEOSTAR INTEGRATED AMP' 

MOSFET CIRCUITRY MUST BE HEARD f.1250 

(PJ1 

There are now Jbur models in the EAR lineup: 

classic 834F uses the same ci7cuit architecture as la 
mire expensive bmther., and shares the same high quail 

ty xriund through MM type cartridges, it is enclosed in a tough. rigid 
metal case and is full! '`111M' tyre anproved. prie 5495181 

The signature bodes en the Classic 934F specification by adding a superb 
moving cod ( MCI Wpm stage, as well as the no-extra- price option of a high 

quality . 101112 control'. price £590.0C 

To, to the range. the Deluxe 3,,tP comes in scanning chrome and gold cabinet, and has extra attention 
a.-ia quality contd. With different moving rAlii input options. ers unit will fit tie most demanding of 
audiophile systems. For Me toe viylenthmidst. price £895 OP 

MC3 - The ultimate stage for MC matching with 3 fixed transformer taps to coser all types ol. movine 
coil cartridges, and separate lerirfght gosureding MO in used in the new £ 10098 312 pm. price 
g630.00 
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Stage 
2nd User Hi-Fi & audio 

01376 521132 
07802 483698 
CHELMSFORD, ESSEX 

E-MAIL: soundstage@netlineuk.net 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

PRE-OWNED EQUIPMENT 
Alt SCM50A ACTIVE WALNUT WITH STANDS-BUYER COLLECTS-IMMACULATE £3495 
AUDIO INNOVATIONS SERIES 800 4-BOX VALVE PEE/POWER £1495 
CASTLE HARLECH CHERRY FLOORSTANDERS £649 
COUNTERPOINT SA100 POWER AMP VALVE/TRANS HYBRID BLACK BOXED £649 
DEFINMVE TECHNOLOGY PRO SUB 80 £249 
DENON AVC-A ISE BLACK BOXED SUPERB WTTH LEARNING REMOTE £1395 
DENON DVD3300 BLACK AND SUPERB-£ 1000 NEW £595 
EPOS ESI2 LIGHT CHERRY BOXED AND SUPERB £299 
LED PA2 POWERSTAGE POWER AMP MARBLE FRONT LOVELY LOOKS AND SOUND £695 
LINN SONDEK LPI2 NORTON AIR POWER ITTOK TROIKA WALNUT SUPERB £1295 
LOEWE ACONDA 32 FLAT WIDESCREEN SILVER + LOEWE GLASS STAND £1295 
MERIDIAN A500 BLACK ASH LOUDSPEAKERS BOXED LOVELY CONDMON £399 
MERIDIAN 200 TRANSPORT + 209 PANEL REMOTE CONTROL-SUPERB £349 
MERIDIAN 605 MONO BLOCKS BLACK £995 
MICROMEGA STAGE 5 CD PLAYER IMMACULATE £349 
NAM CDX CD PLAYER 1998 IMMACULATE £1295 
NAIM XPS POWER SUPPLY FOR CD-X 2002 IMMACULATE £1395 
NAIM NAC 82 PRE AMP WITH IMMACULATE £1295 
NAIM NAP 140 OLIVE FRONTED AND BOXED, SUPERB £399 
NAIM CDS MK I AND CDSPS 1993 BOXED AND IMMACULATE £1795 
NAIM HI CAP 2 JUST A FEW MONTHS OLD BOXED AND IMMACULATE £795 
NAIM NAP 150 POWER AMP BOXED AND IMMACULATE 2 YRS OLD £629 
NAIM INTRO BLACH ASH BOXED AND SUPERB £349 
NAIM NAC 112 PRE AMP BOXED AND IMMACULATE 2 YRS OLD £495 
NAIM NAT 02 TUNER IMMACULATE CONDMON £795 
NAIM SBL LOUDSPEAKERS BLACK ASH LATE 1995 MODEL £995 
NAKAMICHI DR- 1 3-HEAD TAPE DECK IMMACULATE £429 
ONIX 0A35/0A12130 PEE/POWER AMP BLACK LOVELY £795 
PINK TRIANGLE ORDINAL DAC 22 BIT BLACK MINT AND BOXED 
PRIMARE D.20 24 BIT CD PLAYER £595 
QUAD 77CD BUS/77 PRE/77 TUNER CARBON BOXED AND IMMACUALATE £995 
RF-GA PLANAR 3 BLACK, RB300, ROKSAN CORUS BLACK, REGA MOTOR UPGRADE £279 
REGA RADIO R REMOTE READY TUNER BLACK BOXED AND IMMACULATE £249 
RF-GA CURSA LINE LEVEL PRE AMP BLACK BOXED AND IMMACULATE £299 
REGA MAIA POWER AMP BLACK BOXED AND IMMACULATE 
REGA XEL WALNUT FLOORSTANDING LOUDSPEAKERS-OVER £ 1K NEW £449 
REGA JURA FLOORSTANDING LOUDSPEAKERS CHERRY £299 
ROKSAN CASPIAN TUNER BLACK BOXED AND SUPERB £395 
ROKSAN DPI/ATTESSA DA2/A1TESSA DS5 3-BOX TOP LOADING CD PLAYER £1295 
ROKSAN XERXES ROSEWOOD TABRIZ ZI ORTOFON MC20 SUPREME £995 
ROKSAN LI .5/DS I .5/S1.5 PRE/POWER SUPPLY/POWER AMP BLACK £2495 
ROKSAN XERXES BLACK ASH ARTEMIZ LYRA CLAVIS D.C. VDH MODDED £1495 
RUARK SCEPTRE NATURAL OAK BOXED AND MINT £349 
TRIO KT 917 TUNER £599 
WADIA 3200 CD TRANSPORT WITH REMOTE AND INSTRUCTIONS £995 

PROFESSIONAL RECORD CLEANING SERVICE - KEITH MONKS MACHINE - 
PLEASE RING FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND PRICES. 

THREE MONTH WARRANTY ON ALL ITEMS 

www.sound-stage.co.uk 

WILLIAMS HART ) 
Fl 1 ( 

HART ELECTRONIC KITS TRADED FOR OVER 30 Y I % RS 

Mink, Monoblock Power Amp Kits 
ONE OF THE BEAT AMPLIFIERS VOL' WILL HEAR, Regardless al arlse 

REVIEWED IN NEWS AS ....EXCEPTIONAL.. 
SELF EVIDENTLY CORRECT 

Single Ended Class A Valve Sound 
I5Wan Power Amp modules 

FOR THOSE WHO WANT THAT VALVE 
MIDBAND BUT BASS AND TREBLE TO MATCH 

• 
•Mgglea 

ACTIVE R/Control SUBWOOFER MODULE £ 177.30 Speakers Designed & Built to Order 

Advertise your Hi-Fi on my website (FREE) 
Also: Award Winning Phono Stage Kit. Active Crossover Modules. Speaker Dove Units. 
M Cap Capacitors. Caddoek Resistors, Remote Control Volume and much more. 

WEB SITE: www.williamshart.com e-mail: sales@williamshart.com 
PLEASE SEE WEBSITE FOR NEW CONTACT DETAILS 

PERSONAL VISITORS SHOULD PHONE FIRST TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 
Run hs former technical Director iif Wilmslow Audio 

11 4;1 ri VISA 

High End Cable 
Your friendly cable store 

We offer new and used cables from 

NOÉDOtinSales only 

41(1tereovox,,DXV Digital cable 

irArsNOY: 

afite Hai 
,eference. TLC. 
,upertweeters. Eyris speakers 

Full range 

We take in part exchange high qualty cable products against new cable. 

We have a selection of second hand cable and Hi-fi products as well 
as new Ortofon and van den Hul moving coil cartridges. We also 
have a few Transparent Reference Power cords in stock from £339 

Walker SST Silver Treatment only £52 

Free delivery worldwide on all interconnects. 
For many more money saving offers call Dave Jackson for a chat 

on 01775 761880 or better still visit 
www.highendcable.co.uk 

for over 100 pages of new and previously owned cable. 
Visit our Second hand section. We also offer to sell on a commission basis. 

Unit 5 Bards Corner 
Hemel Hempstead 
Hertfordshire 
HP1 3RR 
T: 01442 270 141 
F: 01442 270 141 
E: sales a cravesaudio.co.uk 

'GRIFFON' VALVE AMP 

Manufacturers of Audiophile quality 
Lowther Driven 100dB Horn loudspeakers 

and valve amplifiers (SE or PP) in 
domestically friendly enclosures. 

Ring for information pack and speak to 
the designer Brian Graves. 
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GNLM 05/04 and GNLM 05/2.5 ( CSA 2.5) Cable with FERRITE , 
TECHNOLOGY - A polymer -naterial mixed with a considerable quan 

of homogeneously fine high quality ferrite powder.is extruded around the 

copper conductors. GNLM cables are further protected with a foil shie 
and a drain wire, spec'fically manufactured for High End audio use. 

NEW for 2004 CSM interconnect, with extruded ferrite - RCA 
or XLR, £45 for 1m pair. 

Power cables are fitted with IEC ( Martin Kayser) and MK Tough plug Cable is also 

available with our all steel 4. 6 and 8 way distribution blocks. We can rewire the distrib-

ution blocks with Eupen cable as an extra cost option. Refer to our web site for details. 

• ';. ••••,: • s "-.2;CC balanced speaker cable stranded, sil-

ver on OFHC plus three strands of OCC for improved bass performance. Mylar infill and with 

designed in protection against RF and EMI. 

LAT INTERNATIONAL Inc USA - Analogue, Digital and Video inter-

connects and Speaker cable better than most at double the price. 

We have developed a cabling (weaving) pattern along with 

an unusual shielding/filtering system that gets rid of the 

garbage that contaminates your components. The difference 

you hear with our cord is astounding. Our powe• cord takes 

advantage of silver in its design through use of our propri-

etary Silverfuse conductors. The conductors are 10 gauge 

and with PTFE; the best insulation available. Fitted as stan-

dard with IEC / MK Toughplug. . 60cm £62, 90cm £75, 1.2m 

£88, 1.5m £ 101, 1 8m £112 etc Other lengths available 

and .of the reel. 4, 6 and 8 way all steel mains distribution 

blocks fitted with UK, Schuko or USA sockets.CE tested & 

approved mains distribution units manufactured of heavy 

gauge steel, finished in black and fitted with highest quality 

13amp sockets. It has no filters, circuit breakers, surge pro-

tection, transformers, resistors, capacitors, LED's, on/off 

switches, chokes, regulators, just fitted with 1m of AC-2 

mains c,able.From £ 166 for 4 way, £ 198, 6 way, £229 for 8 

way. Interconnects IC-200, IC- 100, IC80, IC50, Video Vi-6, 

VI-6 Component, Digital - DI-20, Speaker SS800 and SS1000 

LAI AC-2 Power cord 
compare with products 
costing ten times as 

much, then decide 

0.. tilitufpe 
since 1828, (ne world's oldest piano maker 

Bosendorfer. One to One, Acoustic Active Princi-

ple, like no other loudspeaker in the world. Mod-
els VC 1, VC 2, VC 7, Wall and Centre - finish-

es include piano black, hand matched 
veneers, white and with Swarovski Crystals 

GNLM 05/2.5 (CSA2 5) 
£48 for 1.0m £58 for 1.5m. 
£68 for 2 Om 

GNLM 05/04 

£58 for 1.0m, £72 for 1.5m 
£86 for 2.0m. Both GNLM cables 
are available off the reel and for 
export. 

Threshold 
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Acoustic Solid 
Small Royal 

WWW.AUDUSA.COM 

T: 020 8241 9826, 020 8264 0249 F: 020 8241 0999 E: sales@audusa.com 



The Hi-Fi Company 

Trading 
Station 

• Vinyl 
ACOUSTIC RESEARCH EB101 £275 
CONOISSEUR BD2 £250 
CHORD REF Phono stage 2000 
DUAL CS506 (Black) £175 
DUAL CS 505 Silver £150 
DUAL C5503-I Concept £180 
ETALON 3 Box Phonostage 1300 
FIDELITY RESEARCH 
FRT-4 ( Phono Trans) £500 
GARRARD 401 / SME 3009 II £950 
GARRARD 401 + SME 300911-t VI5111 £950 
GOLDRING LENCO GL85 white £ 175 
LEHMANN Audio Block Cube 500 
LINN Axis/Akito/Ortofon MC15 £795 
LINN Basik Turntable £600 
LINN LP12 (Black) LVX,'K9 £1500 
LINN LPI2 Afr/SME3009111 £1250 
LINN Axis / Akito / K9 £795 
Ittock/Ortofon Kontrapunkt 
Lingo Power Supply £5000 
LORIAN Transformer £700 
LUXMAN PD282 (Rosewood) £595 
MANTICORE Mantra £895 
MICHELL Gyrodec £870 
MICHELL ISO/HERA Phono Stage £895 
MICHELL ORBE/Wilson Benesch 1.0 tonearm 
With Transfiguration cartridge 4000 
ORACLE Alexandria £1500 
Pink Triangle Anniversory/Sumiko 2000 
PROJECT 6.9 £600 
PROJECT Debut Debut 2 £150 
REGA Planar 2 ( No arm) £200 
REGA PLANAR 3 ( NO ARM) 225 
REGA PLANAR 3/REGA ARM 375 
ROCKPORT Cabello 11 ( no arm) £ 10,500 
SME 10A with 309 Tone Arm £3410 
SME20/2A £5273 
SME30/ o arm Benz Ref micro cart 16500 
TECHNICS IZIO incl. Flight case £600 
THORENS TD 318 (black lacquer) £350 
THORENS TD160 No cover £279 
THORENS TD 166 MK V RB250/AT005 £500 
THORENS TDI 50 Rare 
THORENS TDI60B MKII 350 
TRANSCRIPTORS Saturn n/a 
UNISON Phono 1 PSU £850 
WILSON BENESCH Full Circle £ 1995 

• Digital Sources 
ARCAM Alpha 8CD 
ARCAM Delta 250/Black Box 50 
ARCAM Alpha 6CD 
ARCAM Alpha 7 CD 
ARCAM CD72 
AUDIO AERO CD Player 
AUDIOLAB 8000CDM 
AUDIOLAB 8000CDhl/DAC 
AUDIO MECHA 
AUDIONOTE DAC 3 Signature 
DAMNATION Iran — Upgrade 
DENON DCM270 
DCS Purcell 
E.A.D 18000 LD/CD Transport 

£450 
£875 
£350 
£349 
350 

£5000 
£1400 
£2300 

£2100 
£1250 

250 
£4500 
3950 

Enlightened Audio by Design ( EAD) 
2box DAC 2495 

2225 
£650 
1695 
£300 
£ 98 
£75 
138 
158 

£5496 
£2896 
£4486 
10798 
£298 
£195 
£160 
£298 
£190 
158 

£395 
£478 

£1495 

The leading reseller 

of carefully used 

and mint condition 

hi-fi components 

and systems. 

Buy, sell, exchange. 

Commission Sales. 

EXPOSURE CD Player 
KENWOOD DP7090 CD Ply, 
KENWOOD DP-X9010 Trans 

£148 KINSHAW Perception DAC 
£125 KRELL KAV250CD 
1195 KRELL KPS25 
£ 80 KRELL KPS28CD ( Ex Demo) 
£ £88 LINN Karik CD 
£88 LINN Numerik DAC/Karik CD Iran 
595 LINN NUMERIK DAC 

MARANTZ CD67SE 
£198 MARANTZ CD17 
£495 MARANTZ CD85 
£595 MERIDIAN 203 DAC 
£ 75 MERIDIAN 207 CD/Pre 
195 MERIDIAN 562 Digital Controller 

£445 MICROMEGA Stage 2 
£345 MICROMEGA Duo DAC 
£575 MICROMEGA Stage 3 
£ 595 MUSICAL FIDELITY E600 
£ 445 MUSICAL FIDELITY A3CD 

NAIM (DI 
£2228 NAIM CD-X2 
£356 ORELLE DA1OT Trans 
£320 PINK TRIANGLE DeCapo 
£395 inc: DC power supply 
£740 PIONEER PDF958 CD File 
£448 PROCEED PDT3/PDP3 Trans/DAC 

QUAD 66 CD 
REGA Planet 
ROTEL RCD1070 
SHANLING CDT100 CD ( Ex Demo) 
SONY CDPXA2ES CD Ply, 
SONY SCDX 940 SA CD 
SONY CDP313 
SONY NS900V DVD SAO 
TEAC VRDS 10 (CD Player) 
THETA Carmen 
THETA DATA Basic Trans 
THETA Miles ( Bal) 
THETA Progeny DAC 
TRICHORD Pulse (Series 1) 
WADIA WDT3200 TRANSPORT 
WADIA X-64 DAC 
WOODSIDE WS2 CD Player 

£999 
£399 
£400 

£1000 
£3500 
24996 
8998 

£1850 
s £3350 

1500 
379 

£895 
£450 
£499 
£700 

£750 
£499 

£1000 
£600 

£1000 
£1999 
£3000 
£900 

£1500 
£400 

£3999 

£500 
£495 
1650 
£250 
£700 
£125 
£450 
£699 

£4000 
£2400 
£2200 
£1395 
£1900 
5000 
5000 

£1000 

£629 
£129 
£199 
£498 

£1698 
10996 
7196 
£998 

£2296 
996 
198 

£598 
£ 195 
£228 
£299 
£450 
£396 
£196 
£398 
£ 275 
£698 
£848 

£1598 
£375 

£ 795 
£178 

£1800 
£295 
£350 
£295 
1396 
£98 

£335 
£ 65 
£ 298 
£450 

£2296 
£749 

£1298 
£896 
£998 
1496 
1496 
£398 

• Amplifiers olid state 
ALBARRY AP3 Passive Pre 
ARCAM 475 
ARCAM A75 
ARCAM P75 
ATC S(A2 Inc Phono 

£245 AUDIO ANALOGUE Donizetti 
£ 395 AUDIO ANALOGUE Bellini ( blk) 
£ 125 AUDIOLAB 8000C Pre 
£195 AUDIOLAB 8000LX 
198 AUDIOLAB 80005 

£3506 AUDIOLAB 8000P 
£ 595 AUDIO RESEARCH D400 
f 898 CAIRN EZO Int. 

CHORD SPM900 
£1495 CHORD SPM600 
£439 COPLAND (SA 8 

88 COPLAND CSA 14 
£2495 CYRUS II 

948 CYRUS Smart Power 
CYRUS AV Master 

598 CYRUS Pre 

£295 
300 
400 

£435 
£2900 
£650 
£595 
£495 
£650 
£800 
£900 

£3498 
£995 

£1550 
£2200 
£1250 
£1500 
£275 

£175 
128 
275 

£296 
£1498 
£455 
£355 
£295 
£455 
£395 
£ 475 
£1998 
£595 
£798 

£1195 
£796 
£745 
£125 
£448 

£450 £198 
£700 £345 

www.hifitradingstation.com 
The Trading Station 

35 Cowgate Peterborough PE1 1LZ 

Tel: 0870 608 8211 

email: info@hifitradingstation.com 
BUSINESS HOURS: 

Tues - Sat: 10am - 5.30pm 

CLOSED MONDAYS 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED' 

'NEXT DAY DELIVERY AVAILABLE 
COMPETITIVE FINANCE TERMS FOR 
PERSONAL CALLERS 

KENWOOD LO7C Pre 
KRELL KST100 Power Amp 
KRELL PAM 5 POWER AMP 
KRELL KSA 505 
KRELL KCT PRE ( EX DEMO) 
LEAK STEREO 30 4-

LECSON AC1/11P1 
LFD LS1 Pre £1000 
LINSLEY HOOD 75 
LINN LK1 £450 
LINN LK2 £550 
LINN LK280 £600 
LINN 1K280/Sparks PS. £1100 
LINN MAJIK INT 975 
LINN LK100 600 
LINN LK140 ( X 3) 875EA 
LINN CAIRN 1400 
LUMLEY A2100 Power £750 
MARANTZ (orig) SMIO Power £700 
MARANTZ PM66SE £295 
MARK LEVINSON No33 £15500 
McINTOSH C200 ( 2box pre amp) 7500 
McINTOSH 1201 monoblocks 15000 
McINTOSH MA6900 lot ( Ex Demo) 5600 
McINTOSH MC122 Power (Ex Demo) 1250 
McINTOSH MXT100 A/V Reo ( Ex Demo)550 
MERIDIAN 10113 Black Pre 300 
MERIDIAN 559 Power 2550 
MERIDIAN GO2 Pre 1795 
MERIDIAN 501.2 Pre £780 
MERIDIAN 551 lot. £900 
MERIDIAN 565 Processor £3300 
MERIDIAN 601 DSP Pre £2700 
MERIDIAN 541 Pre/processor £ 1250 
MICHELL Argo £575 
MICHELL Argo/Electro Mono's £2495 
MICHEL Alecto £1989 
MICROMEGA TEMPO 1 795 
MICROMEGA Tempo 2 £750 
MUSE (300W) MONOBLOCKS 4500 
MUSICAL FIDELITY A3CR Power £1500 
MUSICAL FIDELITY A3CR Pre £1500 
MUSICAL FIDELITY A3CR £1500 
MUSICAL FIDELITY F22 Pre £1500 
MUSICAL FIDELITY Dr Thomas £699 
MUSICAL FIDELITY PI40 £395 
MUSICAL FIDELITY EIO £300 
MUSICAL FIDELITY A3 Int £1000 
MYRYAD A120 Power £500 
NAD C340 £225 
NAIM NA( 42 Pre £400 
NVA AP30 Int. £350 
NYTECH CA302 
ONKYO TX- DS 656 £1500 
PARASOUND HCAI506 6 Cha Pwr £2995 
PS AUDIO IV Pre Incl. MC/MM £600 
PLINIUS 2900 Int. Amp 2500 
QUAD 33 Pre £200 
QUAD 303 Power £200 

CYRUS Power £700 
COPLAND CSA8 In? £995 
CYRUS PSX-R £350 
CYRUS One Int £195 
DENON PMA 250 £200 
DENON DRA455 200 
DNM Pre 3 PSU £2000 
DNM Pre2/PAI £2800 
ELECTOR MFL Pre £500 
HARMON KARDON AVR85 AV Reo £1000 
HARMON KARDON Citation Pwr £1200 

£500 
£2995 
1500 
3500 
9998 

£358 
£596 
£ 225 
£128 
£95 
78 

£498 
£898 
£148 
£498 
£249 
£155 

£1596 
728 

1695 
7996 
148 

£475 
£375 
125 

£194 
£299 
£398 
£698 
378 
378 

496EA 
896 

£398 
£498 
£195 

£3495 
4498 
10698 
4296 
896 

0 4126 
146 

1498 
1298 
£476 
£698 

£1796 
£1695 
£498 
£395 

£1496 
£898 
395 

£398 
2198 
£696 
£696 
£678 
£595 
£275 
£ 195 
£ 195 
£648 
£255 
£148 
£125 
£175 
£198 
£395 

£1296 
£295 
1696 
£95 
£ 95 



QUAD 34 
QUAD 44 Pre 
QUAD 44 Pre ( scratched case) 
QUAD 405 Power Amplifier 
QUAD 66 Pre Amp 
QUAD 606 Power 
QED A240 SA 
RED ROSE Spirit 1st ( as new) 
RED ROSE 2 POWER 
RED ROSE 3 PRE 
ROKSAN Caspian DSPAV Pre 
ROTEL RB985 Power Amp 
ROTEL ¡MB- 1075 
SPECTRAL DMC12 PRE 
SPECTRAL DMA 1005 Power 
SPHINX Project 2 Pre 
SPHINX Project 12 mono,s 
SONY SDPEP9ES (Digital) 
SONY VA333ES (AV System) 
SONY TAE-1000ESD Pre 
TAG McLaren F3 Prazor 
TALK ELECTRONICS Storm 
TESSERA( Pre 
THORENS TTA 2000 Power Amp 
TOWNSEND Elite 600 Pre 

• Amplifiers 
AUDIO INNOVATIONS 800 Monos £1200 
AUDIO INNOVATIONS 800 Mk11 £1500 
AUDION Premier Pre r HCPS (Gold)£1250 
AUDION Sterling Monoblocks 
AUDIONOTE 'ANKORU' 
(70 Watt S.E. Triode) £14995 
AUDIO RESEARCH LS25MKII 5795 
AUDIO RESEARCH VS110 ( EX DEMO) 3999 
AUDIO RESEARCH VT60 1995 
AUDIO RESEARCH Classic 60 £3300 
AUDIO RESEARCH VT100 Mkl Pwr £5500 
BEARD M70 Monoblocks £ 1800 
CARY CAD3005E Monoblocks £5000 
CONRAD JOHNSON PV 10 Pre £ 1600 
CONRAD JOHNSON PVII Pre £1950 
CONRAD JOHNSON PREMIER 70 
2BOX PRE 10000 
CONRAD JOHNSON Prem 8 Monos£16,000 
CONRAD JOHNSON PV14L ( Remote)£2200 
CONRAD JOHNSON PV121. £2000 
COPLAND 301 Pre £1250 
COPLAND 504 Power £1995 
CR DEVELOPMENTS Carmeto ( Pre) £900 
HOVLAND HP 100 MC Phono £5750 
JADIS DA30 Integrated £3500 
JADIS Defy 7 Power 
LAMM LL2 PRE 4000 
LUMLEY Ref 120 Monoblocks £3500 
MANLEY REF VIL MONOBLOCKS 6000 
McINTOSH MC2200 Gold ( New) 5500 
McINTOSH MC2000 Limited Edition12500 
PAPWORTH TVA50 £2000 
PM COMPONENTS 845 mono,s £3000 
QUAD 22 Pre 
TRILOGY Vii Integrated £2500 
UNISON Mystery One £1750 
UNISON SRI £1250 
UNISON RESEARCH 300b Monos £4200 
YAMAHA TC800 GL (classic) £300 

• Tuners Tape 
ACOUSTIC RESEARCH RD-06 £200 
BEYER DT990 Headphones £200 
DBX 118 noise reduction unit £250 
DENON DRM 22 £200 
DENON TU450L £150 
DENON DR-M07 £150 
DENON 0250 Mini System £ 1000 
Dynalab FTIOIA Tuner 1400 
LEAK FM Stereophetic Tuner £150 
Linn Pekin 545 
LUXMAN ST50 (Rare) £900 
LUXMAN 1210 £295 
LUXMAN T50A £695 
MAGNALAB 101 Tuner 
M.I.T. 330 lm pair Phono £475 
MIT 330 1.5m pair Phono £520 
M.I.T. 750 3m pair Speaker / Spade£1000 
MYRIAD 130 tuner £250 
NAD 402 Tuner £125 
NAD 5325 200 
NAIM NAT 01 £2500 
NAIM NAT 03 

£400 £198 NAKAMICHI 480 black 
£450 £295 NAKAMICHI 4817 ( Silver) 
£450 £155 NAKAMICHI 600 
£350 £198 NAKAMICHI DRAGON 
£700 £395 NYTECH CT206 
£695 £398 PANASONIC SU-V3700 
£195 £ 95 PIONEER DAT P-05 DAT REC 
£1200 £ 896 QUAD FM2 tuner 
3500 1798 QUAD FM3 tuner 
3500 1798 REVOX S Series System 
£900 £548 REVOX 036 ( Reel to reel) 
£900 £498 REVOX E36 ( Reel to reel) 
£850 £598 REVOX Pro HS77 ( Reel to reel) 

£4200 2948 REVOX A77 2 track ( Reel to reel) 
£4200 2948 REVOX 877 2 track 
£1600 £798 REVOX PR99Il 2 track ( 7.5/15ips) 
£3000 £1495 REVOX B9I0 Pro cassette deck 
£600 £298 ROGERS Ravensbrook Tuner 
£799 £495 SHUM MOOK SUPPORTS 
£495 £248 SILTECH HF-9G3 S.E.DIG. ( 1M) 
£1500 £648 SONY STS 555ES ( cali) 
£650 £375 SONY STS730ES 
£1500 £598 SONY JA 20ES Mini Disc Rcrder 
£1000 £498 SONY WMD60 Pro. Walkman 
£500 £195 STAX 3030 Basic L/Phones 

STU ELECTROSTATIC HEADPHONES INC 
TT1 VALVE ENERGIZER 1950 
TEAC A1500 ( Reel to reel - 7" spools)£400 
TEAC 3340S £795 
TRANSPARENT Ref Spkr (0.75M) £2250 
TRANSPARENT Ref XL SE (3M) £4611 
TRANSPARENT ReF XL SE ( 1M) £3915 

£598 
£688 
£ 498 
£698 

£6998 
3998 
3396 
1395 

£1795 
£2996 
£996 

£2998 
£845 
£998 

£495 
£495 
£400 
1995 

£1000 
900 

£200 
£200 

£1550 

£950 
£750 
£1000 
£1500 
£1500 
£150 

• Loudspeakers 

£230 
£495 
£700 
£350 
£250 
£550 

ACOUSTAT Spectra 1100 
Hybrid electrostatics £ 1500 
ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE120 £800 
Al ACOUSTICS Ref 1 ( active sLb) £ 700 
APOGEE Caliper Signature £3800 
AUDIONOTE ESP ( Inc stands) £ 1850 
AUDIO PRO 8250 Sub £1000 
AUDIOSTATIC ES300 Electrostatics£1500 
AUDIOPLAN Hybrid Ribbon 3000 

5698 AUDIO PHYSICS Luna Sub POA 
£8995 B & W ( Ml (white) £195 
£1596 BOW P4 ( Cherry but marked) £ 700 
£1296 B & W Matrix 801 £5995 
£798 B & W CC6 (centre) £200 
£995 B & W FCM8 THX ( R.L. & Centre)£2400 
£345 13 & W DM1400 (Oak) £495 

£3496 BKS 107 II Hybrid ribbons £ 1750 
£1746 CASTLE Howard 52 £1400 

£249 
2198 CELESTION A3 3000 

£1998 CELESTION F20 

£1998 CHORD LS 3/5/12a ( Piano black) 1995 
2898 CYRUS CLS50 Incl. Stands 
2898 DALI 400 
9998 DCM Time Windows 
£998 DYNAUDIO SDA 2.8 

£1295 ELAC CL310i 
£145 ENSEMBLE Primadonna RARE £2,995 
£1398 GAMMA ACOUSTICS Epoch 5 £495 
£998 HALES Signature System 2 £798 
£895 HECO 10 SH £08 
£2995 HEYBROOK HB2R £125 
£ 95 HEYBROOK Heystack ( Rosewood) £500 £196 

HEYBROOK Halos £450 £278 
IMPULSE H7 (Black) £1000 £299 
IMPULSE H6 £1200 £448 
JBL TLX12 £250 £128 
JBL Century 100 ( scratched cabinets) £750 £ 195 
JPW AP3 (Black) £295 £ 175 
J.R. LPA Subwoofer inc. 8- over £600 £298 
JWS Quinty (Blk) £300 £175 
KEF Reference Model 1 ( Burr/walnut)£1295 £695 
KEF Ref 101/2 £500 £ 155 
KEF Ref Mod 1 £1300 £798 
KEF Reference 4 ( Burt Walnut) £ 4500 1998 
KEF Ref Model 1.2 (black) £1500 £898 
KEF REI 105 ( circa 1978) £1000 £398 
KEF 035 (Black) £350 £179 
KEF Cube ( EQ Box) £700 £246 
KEF 01 300 148 
KEF Q55.2 550 148 
LEAK ( orig.) Sandwich 12 ohm 12"£400 £ 148 
LEAK Mini Sandwich(8 & 15 ohm versions) £ 98 
LEAK Sandwich 200 Black £250 £ 95 
LEAK Sandwich 2030 Block £175 £ 75 
LEAK Sandwich 250 £200 f 95 

£196 
£166 
£198 
1195 
£128 
£398 
498 

£125 
£95 

£1148 
£348 
£298 
£398 
£378 
£498 
£595 
£548 
£95 
POA 
£158 
£198 
£295 
£178 
£128 
£376 

798 
£198 
£395 

£1495 
£2875 
£2295 

£48 
£98 
£ 65 
£55 
£ 65 
£65 

£295 
698 
£75 
376 

£555 
£145 
£395 
POA 
£338 
£358 
£678 
£128 
£ 68 
65 

£1298 
£498 

£1000 
£600 
£800 
£850 

£10,000 
£3000 
£4000 
£150 
£279 

£578 
£ 295 
£495 
£1998 
£1098 
£356 
£578 
996 

£ 75 
£349 

£1998 
£ 75 
£696 
f298 
£995 
£498 
£148 
998 
1448 
£378 
£356 
£245 
£ 378 
£548 

LINN Nexus ( Black stands) £500 
LINN Kober ( Rosewood) ACTIVE £2500 
LINN KALEIDH ACTIVE ( ROSE) 1225 
LOCKWOOD Majors Studio Monitors 
(15" Tannoy Dual Concentrics) £ 1500 
MAGNA PLANAR lc Imp £1400 
MAGNA PLANAR MG 2.5 (Oatmeal)£2950 
MAGNAPLANAR MG3.3 3500 
MARTIN LOGAN Aeon (As new) £3200 
MARTIN LOGAN CLSII (walnut) £6700 
McINTOSH ML- 1C \ Rare ( circa ' 65) £500 
MCINTOSH LS340 (EX DEMO) 4500 
MERIDIAN M3 Active £1000 

£239 
£896 
796 

£898 
£595 

£1498 
1796 

£2296 
£2995 
£298 
3376 
£ 298 

SHOW OFFER SAVE 10% 

ADDITIONAL INCENTIVE 
FOR CASH PURCHASES 

ONLY 

t!leelle.1.11 
• 

MERIDIAN M10 Active 
MERLIN 15M- SE ( Mint) 
MISSION 774 
MISSION 771E 
MISSION 760SE (blk) £149 
MISSION 773 (1..0ak) £295 
MONITOR AUDIO R252 (Teak) £ 195 
MONITOR AUDIO Monitor 2 ( Rose) £400 
MONITOR AUDIO Studio12 £ 1200 
MONITOR AUDIO Studio 14 (Marked) £900 
MORDAUNT SHORT Ci (centre) £295 
MORDAUNT SHORT 40i £650 
MORREL Bass Master Oak (Marked)£1600 
MUSE 15' OAK SUBWOOFERS ( 2) 5000EA 
NAIM SBL £1500 
PINK TRIANGLE Ventrical £1500 
PMC 081 incl. stands ( as new) £795 

£649 
£1000 
2000 

£1200 
£3000 
3500 
695 

£3500 
£990 
750 

£450 
£995 
£730 

3500 
£1600 

500 
£195 

PROAC Tablette 2000 
PROAC Super Towers 
PRO-AC Studio 200 
ONR Monitors ( Black) 
QUAD ESL- 63 ( Teak) 
QUAD ESL63 ( ONE MOD.) 
QUAD 21L 
RED ROSE R3 
REGA XEL ( Black) 
REL STORM 
REVOX Elegance ( silver) 
ROKSAN O(an 3 Black 
RUARK Broadsword ( Rosewood) 
SNELL J11 Inc. Stands 
SNELL J3 High Sensitivity Monitors £770 
SONUS FABER Concertino s £595 
SONUS FABER Grand Piano £1695 
SONUS FABER Amati £11,800 
SONUS FABER Electa Amator II 
Inc. ironwood stands 
SOUNDLAB Dynastats 
Soundlab Al electrostatics 
(solid cherry/white grilles) 
SPENDOR S3 Speakers 
SPENDOR C3 Centre Speakers 
SPENDOR S9 
TANNOY EDINBURGH 
TANNOY Buckingham 
TANNOY M3 
TANNOY DC2000 
TDL STUDIO 1 
THIEL CS2.2 Discoloured veneer 
TRIANGLE Icare 
TRIANGLE Comete XS 
WHARFDALE 519 
WHARFEDALE ROSEDALE 
WILSON MAXX 
WILSON SOPHIA ( EX DEM) 
WILSON GRAND SLAM X1 
(SERIES II PLATINUM) 
YAMAHA NS-C80 
ZINGALI Colosseum SubiSat 

996 
£998 
345 

£135 
£75 

£195 
£98 

£195 
£596 
£299 
£145 
£295 
£599 

2148EA 
£898 
£750 
£595 
£495 
£595 
995 

£369 
£1295 

898 
495 

£2228 
£640 
498 

£376 
£398 
£329 
£378 
£349 
£475 

£1196 
£7996 

2800 1796 
£3200 £ 1100 

13500 
£650 
£450 
2700 
4000 
£5000 
£200 
£200 
1000 

£2500 
£1500 
£450 
£275 
395 

43000 
11992 

69000 
£120 
770 

7498 
£455 
£400 
1498 
2776 

£2495 
£ 75 
£ 95 
395 

£896 
£345 
£295 
£ 95 
198 

19997 
9296 

39998 
£75 
568 

QUALITY HI- Fl WANTED Cash ... Trade-in ... Commission Sales 



MIDLAND AUDIO XCHANGE 
The Old Chapel 
Forge Lane 
Belbroughton 
Worcestershire 
DY9 9TD 

t. 01562 731100 
f. 01562 730228 

e-mail. sates@midlandaudiox-change.co.uk 
web . '‘ww.midlandaudiox-change.co.uk 

Ex- demo and second hand items 

CD players DACs a Transports 

Audio Analogue Paganini CD X-demo 

dCS Purcell Upsampler Non Firewire S/H 

dCS Delius 24/192 DAC Non Firewire S/H 

Mark Levinson No 360s x-demo 

Rega Jupiter CD Silver X-dem 

Rega Planet CD Black X-dem 

Theta Pro Basic II DAC with Oscom/Balanced S/H 

Theta Generation V Balanced S/H 

Unison Research Unico Valve CD x-demo 

Turntables Tonearms Et Cartridges 

Clearaudio Solution/RB300 x-demo 

Clearaudio Unify Unipivot Tonearm New&Boxed 

Clearaudio Accurate MC x-demo 

Clearaudio Victory MC New&Boxed 

Kuzma Stabi/Stogi S Turntable New& Boxed 

Lehmann Audio Black Cube SE New& Boxed 

McCormack Phono Stage New and Boxed 

Rega Planar 3/Heed PSU/Bias S/H 

Transfiguration Aria MC 10 hours use 

Was Now 

Cables Et Accessories 

895 599 Cardas Neutral Reference 1m RCA-BNC S/H 

2999 1695 Madrigal CZ Gel 1.5m Balanced new&boxed 

5999 2995 Madrigal MDC 2 1m Fatboy Digital cable new&boxed 

7495 3999 Madrigal MDC 2 0.5m Fatboy Digital cable new&boxed 

998 699 Nordost SPM 1m RCA-RCA S/H 

498 349 QED QNEXII 1m RCA-RCA Interconnect S/H 

2990 1195 Siltech SQ58G3 2x4m Balanced Interconnect x-demo 

6290 2499 Siltech Signature G5 1m AES/EBIJ 110ohm Digital S/H 

1195 895 Siltech SPX10 0.5m mains cable New Boxed 

Siltech LS 25 2x 2.5m speaker cable x-demo 

Spectral MH-330 15ft Interconnect RCA-RCA x-demo 

1595 999 Spectral MH-750 15ft Interconnect RCA-RCA x-demo 

795 599 Spectral MI-350 20 ft Speaker cable x-demo 

2800 1699 

1030 699 Tuners a Tape Decks, Power Supplies 

N/A 1399 AudioAnalogue Cherubini AM/FM Tuner X-demo 

650 449 Magnum Dynalab FT-R Remote Switcher for 

650 399 FT101A/Etude (new & boxed) 

630 269 

690 479 

Preamplifiers 

Audio Analogue Bellini Remote Preamplifier X-demo 625 499 

Krell PAM7 2 Box Preamplifier with Phono MM/MC S/H N/A 599 

Amplifiers 

Audio Analogue Corelli Stereo PowerAmplifier X-demo 695 

AudioAnalogue Donizetti Mono PowerAmplifiers X-demo1050 

Audio Analogue Puccini Integrated X-demo 

EAR 509Anniversary Balanced Valve Mono (New&Boxed) 

Nagra VPA Mono 845 Valve Amplifiers S/H 

PrimareA30.1 Integrated B stock new and boxed 

Red Rose Sprit Integrated x-demo 

Loudspeakers 

Martin Logan CLSIIAnniversary Electrostatics 7 months Old S/H 

Martin Logan Aerius I Hybrid Electrostatics Oak S/H 

Naim Audio Intro BlackAsh S/H 

Rel Acoustics Strata Ill Grittex S/H 

Rega Jura Floorstanding BlackAsh S/H 

Rega ELA Cherry X-demo 

VerityAudio Fidelio Piano Lacquer x-demo 

525 

5998 

10000 

1500 

1000 

6700 

2389 

875 

695 

450 

749 

7995 

479 

729 

399 

3999 

7499 

995 

649 

4295 

1299 

499 

450 

199 

579 

3999 

Suppliers and installers &High 

QualityAudio Systems 

47 Laboratory 

Accuphase 

ATC 

Audio Physic 

Audio Research 

Avalon Accoustics 

Avid 

bel canto 

Benz Micro 

Cardas 

Clearaudio 

Conrad Johnson 

dCS 

Densen 

DNM/Reson 

Electrocompaniet 

Finite Elemente 

Graaf 

J M Labs 

Krell 

Kuzma 
Lavardin 

Martin Logan 

Michell 

Nagra 

Primare 

ProAc 

Rega 

Siltech 

Sonus Faber 

Spectral 

Nordost 

Sugden 

Transparent Audio 

Verity Audio 

Wadia 

550 375 

599 299 

319 159 

279 139 

650 479 

N/A 22 

2370 1499 

625 449 

105 55 

499 249 

800 499 

1400 799 

2100 1199 

725 599 

450 279 

Midland Audio X-change are Looking for Audio Research, Krell , Mark Levinson , Naim Audio , Dcs,Wadia. 



PINE WOOD MUSIC 
of Winchester and Taunton 

If you feel we live in an age where excellence is fast 

becoming a casualty, you are invited to contact Brian Rivas 
or Alison Holmes at The Pinewood Music Company, where 
you will find nothing but excellence from these names that 
have stood the test of time for matchless performance: 

AUDIO RESEARCH 

KRELL 

JADIS 

COPLAND 

UNISON RESEARCH 

PATHOS 

PRIMA LUNA 

SONUS FABER 

MARTIN LOGAN 

ORACLE 

KOETSU 

LYRA 

TRANSPARENT 
CHORD COMPANY 

BCD ENGINEERING 

FINITE-ELEMENTE 

FUTUREGLASS 

America's finest tubed amps 

America's finest solid state 

French tubed legend 

Danish economy with class 

Italian tubed delicacy 

Italian hybrid beauty 

Tubes you can afford 

Italy's finest loudspeakers 

American transparency 

Canada's vinyl legend 

Japan's eternal miracle 

Yin to Koetsu's yang 

America's wonder cable 

UK's cable guru 

Italian heavyweight glass 

Germany's finest tables 
UK top value supports 

THE PINEWOOD MUSIC COMPANY 
Winchester: 01962 776808 Taunton : 01460 54322 
Mobile : 07860 351113 e-mail : brianriv@mac.com 

IAN HARRISON HI-FI TEL: 01283 702875 
HIFI AT DISCOUNT PRICES. FREE NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 

MASSIVE SALE! 
TRADE IN YOUR OLD MOVING COIL CARTRIDGE & SAVE UP TO GO% OFF THE RRP. 

I :s 

DENON 

SHURE 

AUDIO TECHNICA 

GOLDRING 

SUMIKO 

TRANS-

F7GURA770N 

LONDON (DECCA) 

GRADO 

ORTOFON 

RESON 

CLEAR AUDIO 

KOt (SU 

SHUN MOCK 

TONEARMS 

GRAHAM 

MOTH 

CLEAR AUDIO 

HADCOCK 

MICHELL 

TURNTABLES 

GOLDRING 

MICHELL 

CLEAR AUDIO 

HIFI FURNITURE 

CUSTOM DESIGN 

OPTIMUM 

ASH DESIGN 

APOLLO 

SOUND STYLE 

SOUND 

ORGANISA 770N 

ALPHASON 

CABLES 

BLACK RHODIUM 

TRANSPARENT 

QED 

ORTOFON 

NORDOST 

ARGENTO 

AUDIO 

SUPRA 

WIREVVORLD 

CD PLAYERS 

MONRIO 

GAMUT 

SONY 

CREEK 

ORELLE 

HEADPHONES 

BEYER 

STAX 

SENNHEISER 

SONY 

AKG 

GRADO 

AUDIO-

TECHNICA 

DAT 

TASCAM 

SONY 

CASSETTE DECKS 

PIONEER 

SONY 

TUNERS 
DENON 

SONY 

CREEK 

PHONO STAGES 

TRICHORD 

MOTH 

CREEK 

NAD 

EAR 

TOM EVANS 

CLEAR AUDIO 

MID 

SONY 

MINI DISC 

SONY 

LOUDSPEAKERS 
OPERA 

TRIANGLE 

FINAL 

FLAC 

HARBETH 

EPOS 

OREI I F 

AMPLIFIERS 

CREEK 

HALCRO 

MOTH 

CAT 

GAMUT 

ALO1A 

EAR 

AUDIO VALVE 

ACCUSTIC ARTS 

GRAAF 

ORELLE 

MONRIO 

AUDIO ANALOGUE 

PATHOS - 

ACOUSTICS 

UNISON - 

RESEARCH 

PLEASE PHONE TO CONFIRM PRICE 8 AVAILABILITY PRIOR TO ORDERING. 
ALL GOODS ARE BRAND NEW 8. BOXED WITH FULL U.K. GUARANTEES. 

NO EX. DEM OR EX DISPLAY GOODS. NO GREY IMPORTS. GOODS ARE NOT 
• UPPLIED ON APPROVAL. SORRY, NO GENERAL CATALOGUES. PLEASE PHON 

OR WRITE FOR SPECIFIC REVIEWS, BROCHURES OR PRICES. 
SUPPLIER OF HIFI PRODUCTS 8 ACCESSORIES SINCE 1986 

MAIL ORDER ONLY FROM ,• IAN HARRISON, 7 MILL HILL, REPTON, 
DERBY, DE65 6GQ. TEL: 01283 702875. 9am - 9pm INCLUDING SUNDAYS. 

LASSIQUE SOUNIIS.(LEIcEsTER) INC ONE THING. 
\ ' INTAGE HIFI & VALVE SPECIALIST ' TEL 0845 123 5137 ( local rataUKonly) 

WANTED Vintage and modern hifi eqpt. Part exchange welcome. 

FOR SAI-E-PRE/P()WER ANIPI.IFIERS 

Naim Nap 90 & Nac 92 prepowerNew ceses £ 495 Naim Nap 140 amp & Nami Nac 62S pre. Ltoxed. £ 349 pr 

Cyno Ill integrated amplifier Excellent. E 299 Meridian Modular pre/power amplifier. Ex cond. £ 249 

Quad 34 pre amplifier with NI(' inixit5 pin dinBxd £ 225 Cyrus XPA power amplifier. 2 X 91W. Excellent. £ 199 

Quad 44 pn, amplifier. Buried in pit' condition. £ 249 Quad 405/1. Boxed and in good condition. t2.15 

Sugden A21 A Integratede 'limbs old. Silver fnut. £ 695 Quad 405, upgraded to a 405r2 by Quad. Boxed. £ 250 

John Bowers ( Musical Fidelity.) pre amplifier. Special edition. MM & MC + aux and CDExellent BoxectRare £ 175 

Croft Super Micro salve pre amplifier. Excellent E 295 Arcarn Alpha 3 amplifier. Mint &stet/ Ireametiorts £ 100 

Naim Nap 180 power amplifier. Mint. Boxed. £ 799 Croft Vitale SP. Valve pm amp. Boxed. Cherry. £ 350 

Audkuote valve amplifier 10WichK-1. Res aka' £450 Linn IX» power lunplifier. Excellent condition. £ 395 

Sugden A1251 power amplifier. Boxed. £ 650 Crimson Electik 510/53) pre(power amplifierBxd. £ 249 

Marane PM66SE KI signature integrated amplifier £ 199 Nytech CPII2 pre amplifier. Excellent condition. £ 99 

Tube lehno4y leisis salse pm amp. Mint bud £ 995 Roger. Cadet integrated tube amplifier. IOW E 175 

CR Developments ( alimenta line salve pre-amp. £ 450 Harroo Kardon HK1441) line amplifierMintlboxed E 199 

Sumo.Athena II pre amplifier. Line level. Superb. £ 399 Kenwood KA660D integrate' amplifier. Black. £ 60 

Sugden A25 amplifier. Excellent condition & 'are £ 200 Nairn NAC 92 pre amp. S/NO 1611;4(1. Mint. Boxed E 299 

Quad 77 integrated amplifier. Mini. Boxed. lose £ 399 Quad 77 remote eutrol for amplifier etc. Cet £3£0 E 149 

Musical Fidelity BI integrated amp. Goocl couvi E 115 Nains Nail 3R integrated amp & remote.Mint.Bxd £ 495 

Linn LK I pre-amp and remote. Good condition. £ 249 Linn 1_1(2 power amplifier. (hod condition. £ 299 

Quad I Is in various condition and prices (PLIA Pioneer ME integrated amplifier. Ciood cond. E 125 

I cads Stereo 31 valve power amplifiers from.... £ POA Harmon Kantor, integrated valse ,unp.110V. V rare £ 299 

Quad 303 power amplifier, from  £ 125 Arum Alpha 2 amplifier. Mint. Boxed/Mgr £ 95 

\akamichi CAS pre-amplifier. Ex cond. Cal £750 £ 375 Nakenkiii PAS 1001ArCH power amp. Cost £1300 £ 650 

\VA A80 mono power amplifiers X 2.. Good cond£ 799 NVA AM) stereo pmver amplifie. Good condition. £ 295 

Anern Zeta I .Pns logic Cinema amp. Cast £99910 £ 450 Quad 33 pre amplifico. Hum £ 75 

TURNTABILES 

[homes TDI26 MK11 CM, Dynastee MC&ami £ 249 Rega plane 3 with RB300 tone arm and AT can. £ 310 

Sansui XP-99 turntable. Semi auto. Superb at only £ 125 Same SR7I7 DD turntable. liip of the nee deck £ 149 

llega Rue 3 ss ith cieridge. Good condition. £ 310 Thoretts1D160 with hincos tone ann. E 95 

Fransuiptors Hydraulic referencelkcea arrnMint£ POA Garrard 301/401 chassis in various condition bons £ 125 

SPEAKERS 

Snell 111 loudsteakers Walnut. Original hoses. E 399 B&W DM4 sprakers. Black finish £ 85 

Kef Cresta Ts. Cherry. StandmountAtint & boxed £ 80 Celetion F30 Burstanden. Mint. BoxedIllack ice £ 129 

Pair (Mad ESL.57 spies. Fully nchuilt by One 'thing Audio. Black cloth fronts5 ** review in Hifi World. Mint. £ 1699 

Quad ESL57 speakeisAll fully serviced with full 3 months warantyllear what ESL57s should sound like Fmm(900 pr 

Quad ESL57 \ nice condition. Biome finish. £700pr Tannoy. Lancaster with Ir monitor golds. £750 

Roksan ROK-ONE speakers. Black. Mint. Boxed. £ 295 SI) Acoustics 503 loudspeakers. Piano funds £ 203 

Heybrook Heylie,. Black, Boxed. Ex condition E 199 Rogers I-S55 speakers. Reewood. Boxed. Eue cond E 199 

'Ewa)) Chatsweth with 12 inch mini,* golds E7(10 Mordaunt Short MS201 pearl. Brand new. Black £ 169 

Eel C3/13ookshelf monitor speakers in black £ 60 Magneplaner MG 1.4 . Boxed with £400 oak stands £ 999 

()THEE( ITEMS 

Cyne DAD 15 (1) play er vs ith remote. Eisele*. £ 199 Phillips 101 top kreling cd player. C'islIcetible. £ 125 

Mamie CD63 top loader al player. Colketabk. £ 125 Cyrus DAD3 Cd player with mmote. Ex condition. £ 275 

Trio KTlitiOL synthesiser Inner. AM/FM. Black. £ 75 SME 3009 tonearms rm... ......... .. £ 125 

Ikcca London international tone arm. New. Boxell 175 Marantz CD52 Cd player. Ex condition. £ 79 

Quad 77 ROS F'M tuner. Mint. Boxed. Instructions £ 399 Nakamichi CDP 2E CD player. Ex condition. E 250 

Minor' S0275 twin cassette &tic Dolby B/C £ 49 Technics SL-PG440A Mash CD player/remits) £ 75 

Aiwa AD-S750 Dolby B-C-S/1-1X pm cassette deck £ 75 Technics SL-PS620A CD play.ermexitc £ 75 

Lint Tuner. MintBoxed. Very tint isual. Cost £549 £ 249 Quad FM) tee in excellent condition t 99 

QUAI) 1-.....S1.57 et. 1-..1—S63 l'ANEI-S/SERVICINC. ETC 

Full rebuild including latest Otec panels/ bass panels & cosmetics 57's £ 1175 

Reconditioned Quad ESL57 speakers from only f999.00.pr.Mly spend £4000+? Have your 

ESL57 SPEAKERS STANDARD SERVICE E465.PR. Ring for info. 
Exchange/ recon ESL57 bass panel f150.Treble £ 105. ESL63 panels f 125 refurbished. 

ELS63/ESL57 speaker stands, available in black or woodgrain @ f210.00 a pair. 

New socks for ELS63s £45 pr. Many other spare parts available. Please ring. 
"Classique Sounds servicing restores the Quads to a position where they can hold their 

head high", Jon Marks, HIFI WORLD. April 1999.Full servicing facilities available. 

Trough/inc 3 tuner service & realignment £176.00. (excludes valves. Rarely needed). 

One thing stereo decoder (back in stock ) £205.00 Ex review Hifi world. 

4'1 I . (SO t o a ) tt • or u. an ' 
URE SILVER INTERCONNECT CABLE 
9.99% pure silver conductors. Quality gold plated RCA phono plugs. 

Metre terminated f70.00 One metre terminated E90.00. Available xith Eichmann plugs + £30 

au Trans/watt &URI + Heavy duty. 99.99°/, pure seer (4IV). Eichmami Solid stlevr plugs 
149310r f199.00 per harmetre. 7 day momy bath•  guarantee ïnot !miter than eriging role 

NEW. 1.03131 99.99% Pure silver wire @£15m. 0.5mm pure silver wire @ £6.00m 
Translucent pure silver mains cable. 3 amp. £ 129.00 13 amp £249 

NEW EAR/YOSHINO EQUIPMENT 
Ear 834P MM/MC phono stage with/without volume. Brand new. Boxed at only £ 715 

Ear 834P MM phono stage. No volume control. Brand new. Boxed at only £575 

Ear 8341. Line only sake pre-amplificr.,Imazing. Brand new. Boxed at only £657, 

TEL. 0845 123 5137 (Calls charged at local rate anywhere in the UK) 
el 0416 2835821 or 07802 213740 (Mobile). Callers by appt only. 
8 fling times 10.00anri-6.00pm Mon-Friday.10.00arn-2.00pm Saturday. 
1 Aylestone drive, Aylestone, Leicester, LE2 8QE. Email , 
lass ique_sounds @ yahoo .co .0 I( 
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audio cables & 
accessories - 
bigears speaker 
cable and interconnects- é) 
mail order specialist, HI FI 
worldwide. 

D B/G quality used vintage 
and modem equipment 

bought, sold-part-
exchange most 

welcome!! 

Dedicated to your musical enjoyment in the South West!! 

VALVE/AMPLIFIERS 
PATHOS New Classic One, integrated, 70 watts[NEW] £1325 
PATHOS Logos, integrated, 110 watts[NEW] £2750 
Sonic Frontiers Line 3 pre-amp, Line 3 power supply, mint, boxed 1£49991 £1750 
Sonic Frontiers Line 3 phono stage, mint, boxed [£19991 £950 
Unison Research Unico P [hybrid, integrated, 50 watts NEW] £750 
Unison Research Unico Line [hybrid, integrated, 80 watts NEW] £900 
Black Cat Electronics Type 46 Valve Stereo bloc[Lowthers] £850 
Black Cat Electronics Valve Pre amp, Valve Phonostage/linestage £275 
Papworth M100's [boxes as new] two mono blocs EL34's £1850 
Quad ll's valve, with original 22 pre-amp in very good original condition KT66 £750 
Quad II's re-built beautifully by Concorde EL34 s mint £575 
Leak Stereo 20, valve, good rebuilt condition with stereo pre ELM £425 
Rogers Cadet II pre/power valve, near mint ECL86 £225 
Rogers HG88 [ECLS6's] £225 
Lea TLIO's rebuilt/mint, valve, beautifully clean KT6I/SP25 £650 
Dynatron LFI5/16 mint excellent pair, valve, WITH original cages ELM £425 
Pye Mozart two mono blocks, valve plus mono valve tuner nice single ended EL34 £425 
Audion Silver Night 300b beautiful x 2 Monoblocs, new valves [£2000] £1250 
Audion Sterling integrated, valve, EL34's very nice (£899] £525 
Affordable Valve Company KT88's like new [£1000] £625 
Shanling integrated amp [New] £1250 
Audion300B Stereo Intergrated [Boxed, new valves £16501 £875 
AV20 Monoblocs [New] [6L6 Valves £375 

TRANSISTOR 
Puccini integrated, 40 watts[NEW] 
Corelli stereo power, 60 watts [NEW] 
UAD 99 two mono blocks 

QUAD 77 integrated 
QUAD 33/303 pre/power 
QUAD 44/405 pre/power 
QUAD 34/306 prerpower 
QUAD 44 pre-amp 
Cyrus 5 integrated silver, boxed 
Arcam Alpha 8 amp 
Marantz PM60100SE integrated 
Meridian 201 pre 
Meridian 605 power monobloc[Boxed] 
Onix 0A22 intergrated 
Heybrook C2/P'2 pre/power 
Musical Fidelity Al good condition 
Musical Fidelity B1 
Sansui C77/677 Pre/Power 
Sugden C51/P5 I 

SPEAKERS 
Tannoy Rectangular Yorks 15" Golds excellent cloth and cabinets 
Tannoy Canterbury's 12" reds nice, repro cabs 
Tannoy Lancasters 15" Golds very nice 
Tannoy Chatsworths 12" Golds lovely condition 
Lowther Acousta s PM6A s 
Tannoy 3LZ's 10" golds lovely condition 
Wharefdale Airdales very trice original condition, a seriously under-rated 
Leak h good condition 
Rogers flinBeilc-Se5A's teak finish very good clean condition 
Chartwell BBC LS3/5A's beautiful 
Rogers LS3/5A's black ash original boxes 
Epos ES 11 
Epos MI5's 
LOWTHER I 3's [Lowther of America design, maple as new PM2C's] 
Tannoy Cheviot's 12" just re-coned, beautiful 
BOSE 141[new] 
Rogers LS1 Bookshelf speakers 
Tangent TM I [Kef units nice condition] 
KEF Coda 9 Speakers 
Tannoy 12" dual concentric PA speakers 1E1300 new] 
JRI50 s [uses LS3/5A drivers, cylindrical aluminium cabinets] 
FULL RANGE OF OPERA handmade Hardwood speakers 
RUARK PRELUDE [near mint, £9501 

CD PLAYER 
NEW SHANLING CDT100 VALVE cd player 
Unison Research Unico CD INEW] 
Audio Analogue Paganini CD [NEW] 
Audio Analogue Maestro CD [NEW] 
Shanling CDT 100 [as new and boxed £ 1650] 
Sonic Frontiers Anthem CDI [as new and boxed £ 1850] 
Arcam Alpha 8 cd 
Marantz CD6000 OSE 
Marantz CD5000 [brand new and boxed] 
MYRAD CDIO 
MYRAD CD20 
Pioneer reference CD PD9 I 
Cyrus[CD] daD 1.5 silver 
Micromega stage 2 CD 
Nagaoka CD ffl7700[LINN] 

OTHER EQUIPMENT 
Graham Slee phono stage ERA GOLD 
Graham Slee phono stage GRAM AMP 2SE 
Graham Slee phono stage GRAM AMP 2 
JBL 2405 tweeters 
QUAD FM3 £100 QUAD FM4 
VITAVOX S2's compression drivers 
Vitavox S3's £350 [Various 4 cell horns] 
Nakamichi BX2]cassette deck] 
AUDIO Alchemy-dac in a box 
AVI Pre 200 senes 
Tandberg 3002 Pre Amp 

TURNTABLES 
THORENS TD125-SME ARM-SHURE V15 £325 THORENS TDI66 MKII £ 125 
MICHELL orbe £2298 MICHELL gyrodec £ 1126 MICHELL g.yrode SE £895 

MICHELL Technodec£575 MICHELL Techno Arm 'A' £399 ORIGIN LIVE AURORA 
£970 ORIGIN LIVE AURORA GOLD £1470 ORIGIN LIVE MODIFIED OLI ARM 
£359 ORIGIN LIVE SILVER ARM £599 ORIGIN LIVE ENCOUNTER ARM £970 

ORIGIN LIVE ILLUSTRIOUS ARM £1570 

MAIN STOCKISTS OF: 
GOOD TRADE-IN GIVEN ON NEW EQUIPMENT MAIN STOCKISTS OF THE GLORIOUS 
MICHELL RANGE OF TURNTABLES NE BRILLIANT Graham Slee PHONO STAGES & HEAD 
AMPS CARTRIDGES VALVES ODDS & ENDS!! AUDIO CABLES & ACCESSORIES-BIGEARS 
SILVER SPEAKER CABLE 4 METRES TERMINATED £ 135 I METRE PAIR SILVER INTERCON-
NECTS TERMINATED £45 PHONO OR 5 PIN DIN 1130111 AS GOOD AS ANY ANYWHERE AT 
ANY PRICE!!1... MAIL-ORDER SPECIALISTS-WORLDWIDE... QUALITY USED VINTAGE 
& MODERN EQUIPMENT BOUGHT-SOLD PART-EXCHANGE MOST WELCOME•FEEL FREE 
TO PHONE OR E-MAIL FOR FRIENDLY ADVISE - IF I HAVEN'T GOT WHAT YOU WANT I 

CAN PROBABLY GET IT!!! 
Tel:01736-740421 e-mail christopherbirchley@btopenworld.com 

website: www.geocities.com/noddyandbigearshifi 

£525 
£695 
£725 
£375 
£175 
£425 
£400 
£275 
£289 
£215 
£175 
£345 
£875 
£175 
£275 
£150 
£125 
£175 
£225 

£1850 
£1750 
£1250 
£650 
£325 
£450 

speaker £525 

£650 
£650 
£650 
£275 
£385 
£625 
£375 
£150 
£125 
£185 
£175 
£425 
£375 
P.O.A 
£425 

£1650 
£1195 
£895 
£1700 
£950 
£1150 
£165 
£155 
£125 
£215 
£295 
£395 
£225 
£225 
£195 

£460 
£195 
£125 
£500 
£250 
£603 

£115 
£85 

£225 
£175 

National Vintage 
Communications Fair 
N.E.C. Birmingham • UK 

Sunday 10th Oct 2004 

Now in our 12th Year! 
10.30am to 4.00pm • £5 admission 

(early entry c.8.30am @ £20) 

VINTAGE VALVE AMPLIFIERS 
PRE-AMPS • TUNERS • LOUDSPEAKERS 
RECORD DECKS • RECORDS (78S to CDs) 
GRAMOPHONES • VALVES • SPARES 

VINTAGE RADIOS • TVs • TELEPHONES 
plus all MECHANICAL and ELECTRICAL 

ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES 

• 300 STALLHOLDERS • 
Stall Bookings/Details 

N.V.C.F., 122B Cannon Street Road 
London El 2LH 

Tel: 07947 460161 
http://www.bvws.org.uk 
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HEATHCOTE AUDIO 
TEL: 01992 653999 MOBILE: 07860 511111 E-MAIL ADDRESS: HeathcoteAudio@aol.comWEB: www.heathcoteaudio.co.uk 

SPECIAL OFFERS  
GRAFF GM.20 POWER AMP (RETAIL £4750) EX.01S/NEWBOXED £3250 
GAMUT 0-200 POWER AMP (£3950 RETAIL) BRAND NEW/BOXED £2995 
AUDIO RESEARCH 100.2 (13700+-RETAIL) BRAND NEW BOXED £2995 
AUDIO RESEARCH VT- 50 (£3650 RETAIL) BRAND NEW/BOXED £2750 
ROGUE AUDIO TEMPEST SILVER MAGNUM (£ 2700 RETAIL) SEALED BOX BRAND NEW/BOXED 
SOUNDLAB MILLENIUM-3 ELECTROSTATICS BI-WIRE EX.DEM/BOXED 
PERPETUAL TECHNOLOGIES PA.3/PA-1SIGNATURE-2 8 MODRIGHT PSU BRAND NEW BOXEO 
SOUNOSTYLE STATUS RANGE ST-105/S1310 CANCELLED ORDER (EACH) BRAND NEW/BOXED 
SOUNOSTYLE STATUS RANGE ST- 100 (CANCELLED ORDER) BRAND NEW/BOXED 
SOUNDSTYLE ST-95 MIDI RACK BRAND NEW/BOXED 
SOUNOSTYLE XS-105/3S -310 (CANCELLED ORDER) BRAND NEW/BOXED 
CELESTION A-2 ( SANTOS ROSEWOOD ) LAST PAIR (11500+) BRAND NEW/BOXED 
PRIMARE PRE-30 8 A-30.2 PRE/ POWER AMPS (12700?)EX.DISPLAY/BDXED 
PRIMARE A-20 INTEGRATED AMP EX.DISPLAY/BOXED £450 
PRIMARE 0-20 CO PLAYER EX.DISPLAY/BOXE0 £525 
PRIMARE V-25 OVO PLAYER PROGRESSIVE SCAN ETC(I1000) EX DISPLAY/BOXED £695 
SOUNDSTYLE LOUDSPEAKER STANDS 18 824 INCH HEAVEY SINGLE PILLAR BRAND NEW £50 
BLACK RHODIUM S-300 BI- WIRE (£40 PER METRE RETAIL) LTO STOCK BRAND NEW 120 METRE 
BLACK RHODIUM SYMPHONY 0.5 METRE OR 1 METRE BRAND NEW £50/65 
BLACK RHODIUM CONCERTO AWARD WINNING CABLE U.S METRE OR 1 METRE BRAND NEW 180/100 

VALVE AMPS 
AUDION SILVER KNIGHT 3008 MONO'S 8 MATCHING 2-BOX PRE (ALL GOLD) REVALVED LOVELY! £2250 
.0NRAD JOHNSON PREMIER 140 POWER AMP MINT/BOXED £4750 
UNISON RESEARCH S-6 REMOTE INTEGRATED (SUPER WRITE UPS) EX OEM REDUCED f1195 
GRAAF GRAFFili INTEGRATED (E2250) REDUCED £795 
ADIS DEFY-/ 100 WATTS CHANNEL EXCLT £3250 
AUDIO RESEARCH D-115 POWER AMP EXCLT £1650 
VINTAGE RADIO RESTORATION ADUR MONOBLOCS REDUCED £195 
AUDIONOTE P2-SE POWER AMP £650 
ART AUDIO OUINTET(SWITCHABLE TRIODE LOVELY SWEET AMP) MINT £795 
JADIS JPS-2 TWO BOX PRE (WAS £8000) EXCLT £3450 
AUDIO RESEARCH LS-22 PRE WITH REMOTE UPGRADE 8 RE-VALVE MINT/BOXED £2795 
JI/DIO RESEARCH SP-9 MKII MINT/BOXED £995 
CONRAD JOHNSON PV-4 REDUCED £395 
OAKLEY IMAGE SIX AMERICAN VALVE PRE-AMP INC.PHONO STAGE REDUCED £395 
UNISON RESEARLH CDP PRE AMP WITH PROW) STAGE MINT £695 

ALL THE ABOVE CARRY MANUFACTURERS WARRANTY 

SUMMER SALE MANY ITEMS REDUCED 

£1995 
£5750 
£1995 
£275 
£250 
£195 
£225 
£1150 
£1750 

SOLID STATE 
GRYPHON SONATA ALLEGRO 2-BOX REFERENCE PRE AMP WAS £12000 6 MONTHS OLD MINT/BOXED £6495 
GRYPHON S-100 CLASS-A POWER AMP MINT £2895 
MUSICAL FIDELITY NUVISTA 300 POWER AMP MINT £2495 
PLINIUS SA-102 CLASS A POWER AMP MINT £2750 
PLINIUS ODEAN 5 CHANNEL POWER AMP 4 MONTHS OLD (£7500 NEW) MINT/BOXED £4750 
UONRAD JOHNSON PER REMOTE PRE AMP MINT/BOXED £1795 
MARK LEVINSON NO 38 REMTE PRE AMP MINT/BOXED £1995 
LINM 3-BOX BATTERY POWERED PRE AMP WITH PHONO STAGE (DNM SERVICED NEW BAITS) £995 
ALOIA PST 11.01 2 BOX REMOTE PRE AMP MINT £1595 
JEFF ROWLAND MODEL 5B STEREO POWER AMP (RARE) EXCLT £2895 
KRELL NTS NOME THEATRE STANDARD PRE AMP/PROCESSOR MOO) REDUCED £2250 
rTURK LEVINSON NO 23. POWER AMP ( 20 ,, .•..• - ,'ANNEL) X 2 MINT/BOXED EACH £2795 
MARK LEVINSON 5027 POWER AMP MINT/BOXED £2250 
COUNTERPOINT SA-20 POWER AMP REDUCED £895 
AVI-2000 MONOBLOCS ( 150 WATTS) MINT/BOXED £795 
ROTEL RU-993 THX CERTIFIED AMP 3 X 200 WAI I-, MINT £995 
MARANTZ SC-22 PRE a MA-22 MONOBLOCS REDUCED f1100 
CONRAD JOHNSON PF-1 PRE INC.PHONO STAGE REDUCED £995 
ROKSAN LS-2 PRE AM , MINT £375 
OREUE SA-100R REMOTE AUDIOPHILE AMP REDUCED £375 
CYRUS STRAIGHTLINL MINT £275 
PAIIW MANGLE INTEGRAL 3 MONTHS USE (E4000) REDUCED f2495 
THORENS TTA CLASS A POWER AMP MINT £450 

CI 
CHORD DSC 1500/1600E DIGITAL PRE AMP/2-DACS 
CEC TL-51 TRANSPORT/DX-51 DAC (CHAMPAYNE GOLD £3000) 3 MONTHS 
PERPETUAL TECHNOLOGIES SIGNATURE-2 PA-3/PA-1 MODWRIGHT PSU 
WADIA WT-3200 TRANSPORT (AT&T) 8 DM X-32 DAC 
MICROMEGA CD-3 TOPLOADING TRANSPORT/DUO-PRO DAC 
MICROMEGA SOLO TOP LOADING CD PLAYER 
TECHNICS u-nownenotto FLAGSHIP TRANSPORT & OAC (GOLD/WALNUT) 
THETA CARMAN CD/DVD TRANSPORT 
THETA PEARL TRANSPORT 
MARANTZ CDA-94 TRANSPORT ¡AUDIO SYN.M00. ATAPCOAX) 
THETA PAF GEN III PRE AMP! DAC 
THETA OS PRO GEN Ill Anil VERSION 
THETA OS PRO BASIC- I1 DAC. 
MONRIO 1811 DAC A SEPERATE PSU. 
r.1511 LINK DAC-3 24/96 ETC 
PIONEER P0-41 
THORENS TCD TRANSPORT/ CO PLAYER 
AMC CD8a BALANCED 8 PHONO OUTPUTS 
TECHNICS SLPS 900 

MINT/BOXED 
OLD MINT/BOXED 

EX.DEM/BOXED 
MINT/BOXED 
MINT/BOXED 
MINT/BOXED 

REDUCED 
MINT/BOXED 

REDUCED 
REDUCED 

EXCLT/BOXED 
REDUCED 
REDUCED 
REDUCED 

MINT/BOXED 
REDUCED 
REDUCED 

BRAND NEW/BOXED 
VGC 

£2850 
£2250 
£1595 
£1795 
£1195 
£995 

£1795 
£1795 
£7511 
£575 
£1895 
£1795 
£1095 
£395 
£395 
f375 
f495 
£145 
£145 

VINYL 
NOTTSANALOGUE STUDIO MENTOR REFERENCE WITH COVER AND ALIEN GRAPHIE ARM 
SYTEMDECK BISCUIT BARREL (SILVER) UNUSED FROM NEW 
SYSTEM DECK 
CONRAD JOHNSON EF-1 LEGENDRY PHONO STAGE 
LEHMAN BLACK CUBE SE ( RETAIL £650?) 
McCORMACK MICRO DRIVE PHONO STAGE 
DENSEN DRIVE MC. PHONO STAGE 8 PSU 
DENSEN DRIVE M.C. PHONO STAGE XPS.PSU 
TALK BREEZE PHONO STAGE (RETAIL £500?) 

MISC/TUNERSITAPE 
NAKAMICHI DR-3 
SONY 3000ES SHOEBOX SIZE GOLD TUNER 
DENON TU-600 TUNER 
MERIDIAN MSR SYSTEM REMOTE 

LOUDSPEAKERS 
BEAUHORN B-2.2 REVELATION LOUDSPEAKERS 8 VIBRAPLINTHS (£4000) 
APOGEE CALIPERS WELL LOOKED AFTER PAIR (BECOMING VERY RARE/SOUGHT AFTER) 
APOGEE CALIPERS FULLY REBUILT/REFINISHED PAIR NEW PANELS X-OVER ETC 
DYNAUDIO CONTOUR 1.3 BIRDS EYE MAPLE DEDICATED STANDS 1WEEKS USE 
SOUNDLAB MILLENIUM FULL RANGE ELECTROSTATICS (19300) 
WILK* 5.1 SYSTEM BLACK CRATED ETC 
BKS 107 MK II SUPREME EXDEM 
MARTIN LOGAN MITI & KINERSETICS SW-800 SUBWOOFERSIX-OVER 
KLIPSCH CORNER HORNS 1,14 DP P:PI'S FYI MAPLE VENEER FANTASTIC! 
LIVING VOICE AUDATORIUM EX OEM (CHERRY 11700) 
CELESTION A-2 FLOORSTANDERS 
REGA SEL (WALNUT) 
KELLY KT-3 HIGH 95 DB SENSITIVITY CHERRY VENEER 
INFINITY KAPPA-8 REFERENCE 
MALL C MelY AMERICAN OAK VERY RARE/GOOD 
EPOS ES- 14 WITH STANDS 
BOSE 901 MK.IV 8 MATCHING EQUALISER (RECENT£700 SERVICE) 
CASTLE HOWARD-2 PREMIUM BEECH FINISH 
CASTLE AWN FLOORSTANDERS 
ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE-109 
CELESTION DITTON 25'S 
ACOUSTIC ENERGY ASW FB-110 SUBWOOFER 
REL STORM-1 SUBWOOFER 
TRIANGLE ANTRES MATCHING CENTRE CHANNEL 8 2 REAR SURROUNDS 

RING 
BOXED £300 
BOXED £195 

MINT/BOXED £1095 
BRAND NEW/BOXED f450 

EX DIS/BOXED £550 
£275 
£325 

NEW £275 

RACKS/STANDS 

MINT/BOXED £250 
MINT/BOXED £195 

EXCLT £99 
BOXED £50 

VGC £2450 
VGC £1250 

£2250 
MINT BOXED 1995 

EX DE'.' XED £5750 
REDUCED £6495 

poir. (ED £1350 
of oUCE0 £250 

£3750 
REDUCED £1075 
REDUCED £595 
REDUCED £5511 

MIN RED £750 
REDUCED £995 
REDUCED £1350 
• ,INT £375 

FO XED £595 
+CLT £695 

REDUCED £395 
LXCLT £225 
VGC £175 

AS NEW £350 
VGC £450 

£850 

SOUNDSTYLE ST-105/ SILVER/BLACK EX.DISPLAY £225 
SOUNDSTYLE XS 105 5 SHELF EX DISPLAY 1195 
SOUNDSTYLE XS 100 4 SHELF EX DISPLAY £175 
SOUND ORGANIZATION Z-140 EX DIS £95 
TAROS! R-2 FILLED STANDS £250 

CABLES 
LOUDSPEAKER CABLE 

.1 PAIR X 2 BRAND NEW PACKAGED TXALROA 
,.'L , SO 18 FEET!! PAIR BI-WIRE 

PS AUDIO X-TREAM BI-WIRE 3 METRE PAIR 
DIAMOND HI SILVER CABLES 3 METRE PAIR LOCKING 4MM PLUGS 8 3 METRE PAIR SPADES 
MIT 148-750 12 F7.PAIR 
MIT MH-750 8 FT PAIR 
NIRVANA AUDIO SL-SERIES 23 METRE PAIR EX DEM. FACTORY TERMINATED 
VAN DEN HUL REVELATION 2 METRE STEREO PAIR TERMINATED VDH. BANNANAS EX DIS  
VAN DEN HUL REVELATION 2 METRE PAIR TERMINATED VDH. SPADES 
QED GENESIS 3 METRE PAIR FACIERMINATED-AIRLOCS 
XL0 REFERENCE 6 FT PAIR TERMINATED SPADES/BANANAS 
CARDAS MESA INN 1 METRE PAIR ¡FACTORY TERMINATED) 
AUDIONOTE AN-L 4 METRE PAIR (FACTORY TERMINATED) 
AUDIONOTE AN-L 3 METRE PAIR( FACTORY TERMINATED SILVER SPADES 
GOERTZ M-1 3 METRE PAIR (FACTORY TERMINATED) 
MUSICAL FIDELITY NU-VISTA 2 METRE PAIR FAC TERMINATED (VERY RARE) 

INThRGACOUSTIC SILVER SIGNATURE 12 FT PAIR BALANCED XLR 
ACOUSTIC ZEN SILVER SIGNATURE 1 METRE RCA 
SILVER ARROW 1 METRE BALANCED XLR DEM USE ONLY (£1250) 
BLACK RHODIUM ORATORIO BALANCED 1 METRE (£997) 
BLACK RHODIUM ORATORIO PHONO 1 (£597) METRE 
XL0 3 METRE PAIR (PHONO) 
AUDIOOUEST DIAMOND 2 X 2 METRE PAIRS 
AUDIOCUEST LAPIS 4 METRE PAIR 
VAN DEN HUL 0.8 MC GOLD XLR 
LFD SPIROLINK.4 FEET PAIR 
NEOTECH PROFESSIONAL CABLE 0.5 METRE 
SUPRA EFF-ISL 2.5 FT 
DIGITAL 

(EACH PAIR) £1195 
AS NEW BOXED ETC f795 

AS NEW £750 
EX DIS 

REDUCED £795 
£595 
£525 
£550 
£500 

AS NEW BOXED £295 
£275 

RINK» MI 
£225 
£225 

NEW BOXED £150 
£225 

£1295 
£495 
£650 

BRAND NEW £675 
BRAND NEW £475 

EX.DEM £225 
£550 EACH 

£450 
BOXED AS NEW £225 

£50 
BOXED ALMOST NEW £225 

NEW/PACKED £50 

MAL MDC-1 AES-EBU 1 METRE BRAND NEW/BOXED £225 
TARA LABS CS AIR REFERENCE AES-EBU BRAND NEW/BOXED £250 
XLO 4.1 BRAND NEW ONE METRE-1175 2 METRE £225 
NIRVANA 1 5 METRE NEW £225 

MOST EQUIPMENT STOCKED IS ONE OWNER MINT/BOXED, SIMILAR QUALITY VINTAGE AND MODERN 
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED FOR IMMEDIATE CASH PURCHASE. PLEASE PHONE GEORGE 10-6PM 

Are you making the right connections? 
Send for Britain's biggest catalogue of 

specialist cable and connections. 
All available by mail order. 

Phone 020-8942 9124 or clip 
the coupon for your Free copy 

www.custom-cable.co.uk 

CUSTOM CABLE 
SERVICE  

PO Box 4007, London SW17 8XG 

Please send me your FREE Custom Cable Catalogue 

Name   

Address   

Postcode   

NO FURTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED 

Send to: Custom Cable Service 
PO Box 4007 
London SW17 8XG 

HFW 10/04 
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For all your advertising requirements 
please call 0870 242 0567 

or email: advertising@hi-fiworld.co.uk 

Heatherdale 
Ma Oaudio limited i 

NEATNEROALE PREOWNED GUARANTEED EQUIPMENT EXPORT FACILITIES AVAILABLE 

Ale F50 Speakers (New) 
Need F3) Loudspealoas Ex Oemo were £2995 new 
Rem' Sara Spielers Rano Black Yee 99mm Soie Panels 
kouste Research 338 StInd Afrout Speakers 
%Murk:dale Di:around II Spealoas 
Elba NU Standing Liberty 5+ Speakers 
Orchid LWO Speakers Ex Demo 
Mission 782 ( Stand Mount Model) ( Black Ash) Just Reduced From 
Audio Physics tempo speaker 
Elias Symphony floor standing speakers 

MIAMI 
Burmester 808 rnk3 Pre Amp 
Conrad Johnson 16LS Pre Amp 
Proceed PAY Pre Amp 
Sony 1000 ESD Digital Pre Amp 
Nairn Bac 92 Pre Amp 
Exposure 11 812 Pre Amp 8 Power Supply Just Reduced from £900 
Adcom GOP 450 Tuner/Pre-Amp 

111111M111 
Advantage Integrated Amp 
Yamaha CA1010 Integrated Amp 

f4495 
M395 

£12995 
£275 
£60 

£140 
£2495 

£250 £150 
£995 
£99 

£3495 
£3995 
£1395 
£150 
£350 
£650 
£350 

MUM@ 
Nakamichi 1000 Tri Tracer Cassene Deck £95 

£1495 tub Note Montt) Deal Sew, Liz WC Ime boot riont conaban. prize new £700 our price £475 
£395 Selection of high quality Kontak Audio Cables. bal 8 single ended 

202 Findon Rood, Worthing. WEST Sussex. BN14 OEJ 

Tel. 01903-872288 or (otter hours) 07860 660001 Fax. 01903-872234 
e-mail: heotherdoleehifi-stereo.com //www.hifi-stereo.com 

Accuphase E307 Integrated Amp Unused 
Mark Levinson 431 Power Amp (our demonstrator) List Price £5995 Our Price 
Heyhrook Signature System. Pre Amp, Power Amp 8 CD Player 
Mark Levinson 333 Power Amp 
Mark Levinson 205 Ref Mono Blocks, immaculate condition 8 boxed 
Haller DH-200 Amp 
Michell Alecto Amplifier 
Mark Levinson 383 lot Amp 
Boulder 102 AE Power Amp 
Chord 1200 Mono Blocks 
Musical Fidelity P180 Power Amps With MF3a Pre Amp & Psu 
Naim NAP 90/3 power amp 
Auchonote New° Mono amps 
Adam SEA 5300 Power Amp 

gilinKLIMEOR 
Rotel RCD971 CD Player 
Accuphase DP55V CD Player Unused 
Accuphase DP67 CD Player Unused 
Mark Levinson Ref CD Transport & Dac 
Mark Levrnson 37 Cd Transport 

£2295 
£4995 
£795 

£3850 
£4995 
£125 
£695 

£4495 
£1595 
£1995 
£695 
£350 
£5995 
£350 

£175 
£2095 
£2995 
£9250 
£2750 

VISA - SWITCH - All USED CARTRIDGES ARE CHECKED UNDER A MICROSCOPE BEFORE BEING OFFERED FOR SALE WE TAKE PART FOC 

WHAT'S WRONG  
WITH HI-FI  

Lets face it, Hi-Fi is being swamped by the onslaught 
of Home Cinema and Surround Sound. Hi-Fi has 
always been a male oriented hobby, but because 
families enjoy Home Cinema men can now get 

approval for spending for the family on a H/C setup. 
More speakers means smaller speakers, so whereas 10 
years ago most of my business was selling large Ruark 
and ATC speakers, it's now very difficult. I'd hate to 
be a manufacturer! But come on chaps, there's nothing 
really like Hi-Fi and it can be combined with surround 
sound, and H/C does sound better with larger front 
speakers, rather than small satellites. So dig out that 
old turntable, have a D.C. motor fitted, even try a 
valve amp and larger speakers, try new technology 
such as the superb range of ESLAB digital amps, 
(now down in price). Why not investigate DVD-A, 
SACD and equally important music DVD's, which 
provide more enjoyment on a good H/C setup than 
most films made today! We are here to give you 

advice and let you hear what can be achieved, even if 
it has to be H/C! You won't find it in the shops! We do 
specialise also in projectors and screens, as you ideally 
need a 6/7 ft. picture to go with that superb sound. If 

you have to have H/C, have the best! 

V'audio HI-FI Consultants 
36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 lEJ 

Tel/Fax 0117 968 6005 

1 8%,•7. ,.x. ,..,,F,;r„e77-.17 

Leklropacks CDM-820 Multsystem Converter 
Shanyata ex Demo 3m Lyra Speaker OW Spades en locking 
connectors normal retail £1500 our price 
Transparent 1 5 mtr digital interconnect 
Pioneer Elite DVD,CD Player Region 1 OVO 
Yamaha DOD Player S795 
Star 40,40 Headphones 
Yamaha Cf-810 Am/Fm Tuner 
Nalianachi bx2 cassette deck 
St,. ST8007 omega rel (SRO] head phone& STIIMCONdual trace) Normal Regal £2995 
Audionote ( kondo) 3mtr pair SPZ speaker cable 

1111111611ELIARIMMILEMMI 
Selection of brant new discounted cartridges 
Rega Planar 3 Tumtable/RB250 
Koetsu Urushr Gold Unused BARGAIN 
Koetsu Red Unused BARGAIN 
Verdier Ebony Wood arm board Normal Retail £800 

IAN 
Pink Triangle Ordinal Dec 1307 Fitter 
Mark Levinson 36s Dac 
CEC DX51 MK2 PVC with CEC TL51 Transport NEW 

£125 

£995 
£195 
£695 
£145 
£850 
£125 
£195 
£1995 
£1995 

£195 
£P0A 
£P0A 
£425 

£395 
£1995 
£1495 

Other services available. See in store W. Finance. Conditions Apply. See in store 

MASTER CARD • AMEX - DINERS CLUB WELCOME 
HANGE ON NEW R. USED STOCK and buy In for cosh 

mite MUSONIC 
STYLI 

SPECIALIST MANUFACTURER & 
SUPPLIER FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS 

REPLACEMENTS & ORIGINALS 

MANY OBSOLETE/78 VERSIONS 

PICK-UP CARTRIDGES 

RECORD/TAPE/CD ACCESSORIES 

WHY NOT TRY US AND HEAR THE 
DIFFERENCE!! 

NAGAOKA CARTRIDGES NOW IN STOC 

For further information tel/fax/e-mail to:-

MUSONIC (UK) LIMITED 
Unit 13 Wenta Business Centre Colne Way 

Watford Hertfordshire WD24 7ND 

Tel: 01923 213344 Fax: 01923 213355 
E-mail:salesemusonic.co.uk 

VISIT OUR UPDATED WEBSITE 
www.musonic.co.uk 

VISA Trade and FAport enquiries welcome n Card 
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...announcing the 

Linn Multichannel 
AV Experience 2004! 
Here's your chance to attend one of the greatest hi-fi events of the year! Linn Products, in association with 
Hi-Fi World magazine, proudly present the Linn Multichannel AV Experience 2004 at the Proud Galleries, 

10 Greenland Street, Camden, London, N1 (the venue is just around the corner from Camden Town tube station). 

Following on from the hugely successful Linn/Hi-Fi World LP12 vs. CD12 event of 2001, were delighted to bring 
you a second special event, providing a spectacular multichannel music experience! 

This will be a unique opportunity to hear one of the very best multichannel hi-fi systems ever made, in the com-

fortable surroundings of Proud Galleries. The set-up comprises the Linn Unidisk 1.1, Linn Kisto System Control 
and Linn Artikulat Multi- Channel Loudspeaker System - the very first UK public preview of the latter. 

It will be your chance to hear what an uitra high end, state-of-the-art multichannel music system can really do 
with DVD-Audio, SACD and Compact Disc sources. You'll be able to compare and contrast the system's two-

channel performance with its surround sound capability, and decide for yourself how much multichannel 'brings 

to the party'! 

And more importantly perhaps, you'll be able to relax and enjoy some great music - including Beck, Barber, 
Clapton, Coltrane, Eminem, Gabriel, Linn Records, Mozart, Pink Floyd, Talking Heads, Who and Led Zeppelin (and 
much, much more) - in the congenial company of the Linn and Hi-Fi World teams. 

The last Linn/Hi-Fi World event was a tremendous success - lots of fun was had by all as Linn staff including Ivor 
Tiefenbrun and Brian Morris, and the Hi-Fi World team including Noel Keywood and David Price, chatted infor-
mally with the 500 invited guests on matters analogue, digital, stereo, multichannel and more - over drinks and 

sandwiches. This time round, we hope to repeat the successful formula, and to take a closer look at multichannel 

too... 

If you'd like to attend this unique event, all you have to do is send your name, address, telephone number and/or 
email address on a postcard (or email: linnevent@hi-fiworld.co.uk) to: Linn Event, Hi-Fi World magazine, 
Unit G4, Argo House, Kilburn Park Rd., London NW6 5LF. Due to the limited space, we can't guarantee you a 
place - tickets will be issued on a first come, first served basis, so we advise you to get writing now! 

DATE: SATURDAY OCTOBER 16, 10am to 4pm 
PLACE: PROUD GALLERIES 10 Greenland Street, Camden, London N1 
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World Audio WORLD Au 
WE HAVE OVER 30 TITLES CPAS OFFEIRPM 

AUDIO ELECTRONIC THEORY BOOKS 

:ELECTRONICS MADE SIMPLE 

.exre 

k ,.  
I your own 

Electronic test 
instruments 

.‘1 "1:17,11 
MI» 

Understanding 

111-Fi 

Fundamentals 
of 

Radio-Valve 
Technique 

1/111•10•Milmeamtlen 
1 MOWS Matt 

Electronics made Simple 

by Ian Sinclair 

This books covers the basic theory and 

principles of electronics A good read 

for the beginner. 

Code No 1420 

£12.99 + £2.50 P&P (UK) 

Build your own Electronic Test 

Instruments 

by Electktor 

This book contains designs for 17 

measuring instruments, seven generators 

and analysers, ten miscellaneous instru-

ments and a number of test ancillaries 

and auxiliaries. The designs range from a 

simple rnulticore cable designs contain a 

special printed circuit, drawing of which 

are given in an appendix. 

Code No. 400 

£15.95 + £3.25 P&P (UK) 

Audio Measurements 

by Norman Crowhurst 

Famous compendium of measurement 

and test techniques for audio reproduc-
tion equipment of the tube era includes 

discussion of all instruments needed. 

Covers amps, transformers. preamps. 

turntables, changers. tonearms. car-

tridges. tape recorders. 

Code No.I830 

£13.95 + £2.00 P&P(UK) 

Understanding Hi-Fi Circuits 

by N. H. Crovehurst 

Ongnally pubirshed in 1957 Discusses all 

aspects of amplrfiers. pro-amplifiers and equali-

sation circuitry. well written. easy to under-

stand The author does concentrate on valve 

circuits. so no transistors here 

Paperback.224pp Code No 1820 

Price £ 13.95 it £2-00 UK p&p 

The Best of Auchoneditorial projects 

by Luciano Marti 

Tins book ccotains six excellent mid. protects - 

a bgh sensitivity speskena superb tube pre-amp 

a 153 amplifier design.a project using the R1155011 

6C33CB and two promas using 3oces as output 
valves Overall the book na fabulous read 

62ppfraper back book code 1750 

[1200+ £2.00 UK p+p 

Fundamentals of Radio-Valve 

Technique 

J. Deketh 

This is part of the philips technical series 

written in 1947 it was one the most author-

itive and comprehensive treatments of the 

nature and function of the vaccum tube. 

534pp, Paper back 

Code No. 1630 

£21.50 + £2.50 P&P (UK) 

The Williamson Amplifier 

by D.T.N.Williamson. 

Offers practical advice on how to build and 

set up the amplifier for best results. 

4Opp Paper back 

Code No. 1040 

£9.95 + LISOP&P(Uk) 

lligh-end 
Equipment 

Inside The 
Vacuum Tube 

Mgr, Mi..1.1e0 

Vacuum Tube 
Amplifiers 

• 

RCA 

Build your own High-End Audio 

Equipment 

by Elecktor 

Build your own High-End Audio equip-

ment contains construction projects for 

solid state preamplifiers and power 

amplifiers. active cross-over filters, an 

active subwoofer, a mono/stereo 

compressor and a headphone amplifier 

Code No. 1390 

£14.95 + £2.50 P&P (UK) 

The LP is back 

by Audio Amatures 

Your complete guide to LP care and 

maintenance designed to offer you 

everything useful for those who love 

and enjoy this older music medium. 

This covers the theory and care of 

LPs and the electronics and mechan-

ics of its players. 

154pp Paperback , Code No.I620 

£8.00 + £2.00 P&P (UK) 

Inside the Vacuum Tube 

by John F Rider 

One of the most thorough (and funny) 

books ever written on the way vacuum 

tubes function. Riders mastery of analo-

gies common to most of us makes the 

book especially useful to those who 

want to learn about vacuum tubes. 

Code No.1840 

£24.00 + £2.50 P&P (UK) 

GlassAudia Profects. 17Vacuurn 

Tube Designs 

This book features 17 valve project 

designed. tried and tested by some of the 

best authors state side. Designs such as a 

3020 push-pull arro a 33 power amp a 
6528 single ended,a3008 parallel single-

ended amp. a6C33C-B seigle ended amp 

a 70W KT83 push-pull amp a 2A3 mete 

ended arnp to name a kw.All inicvmu-
war iS provided so most projects can 

bebuilt from scratch. 

Paperback 73pp.Code 1790, 

£&000d.50 P&P (UK) 

Vacum Tube Amplifiers 

byVallei &VVallman 

This book is a well known reference 

valve text book and is assembled 

from pieces by ten knowledgable 

authors, An absolute bible when it 

comes to valve electronics. 

734pp, Paperback, Code 1770 

£29.95 y L 4.30 P&P (UK) 

Build your oval AuclloVahreAmplitiers 

by Rainer Zur Linde 

This book covers construction projects 

for preamplifers. power amplifiers and 

two amplifiers for musical instruments 

aimed at the practical audio/hi-fi enthu-

siast, it offers much information on the 

operation of electron tubes, while the 
first chapter gives a short history of 

the thermionic valve. 

paperback, 251 pp. Code No.1320 

£14.95 + 2.50 P&P (UK) 

RCA Receiving Tube Manual 

Technical Series RC-I4 

This book presents RCAs commercial solve 

line-up as rt was 1111940.re manual covers 
terrninoloeTechnology and application. valve 

tesong and then a brger section giving some 

curt ideas and plenty of data On numerous 

e.g 6L6.6N7.6SN7 

255pp Paperback Code N. 1800 

£13.95 + (2.00 p&p (UK) 

THE JOY OF 
AUDIO ELECTRONICS 

"Ploget-

sac 
AUDIO nne F DATA 
OW, ik Ampler« Deslcm 

IITC/ Oa ItTIR 

nus DeasIts 

- • . 
POR 

^WY° Alf CUE. Y 

R4P.R*0.601. 
a.essiereeceme. 

PlegOrarealit MIRY 

TUBE 
AUDIO # 
DESIGN 

Audio/Radio Handbook 

By National Semiconductor 

National Semiconductor s inantal is an essential 

aid to engIneers arid experienced hobbyrsts em 

the application of Nauonalis line of ccxisurner 

audio and radio ICs. Not only does n hold corn-

prehensne data of their ICs but discusses theo-

ry aspects of amplifiers and pre-arnen and co, 

ers electronic pnnopah. 

paperback 200pp, Code No.1810 

£13.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK) 

The Joy of Audio Electronics 

by Charles Hansen 

This is a fail-safe guide to the pleasures of 

hands-on electronic construction. This 

book covers test and measurement pro-

jects, how to build simple kits, safety 

issues, the workplace, theory and 

resources.A must for the beginner who 

plans to build more advanced electronic 

projects in the future. 

124pp Paperback, Code No.I 650 

£10.50 + £2.50 P&P (UK) 

GEC Audio Tube Data 

Full of data and circuits concerning 

the three most well known MO 

Valve power tetrodes. the KT66. 

KT77 and KT88, (the KT77 was 

GECsanswer to Mallard's EL34) and 

some data on the PX4 and PX25 

triodes, The first section concerns 

preamplifiers of various types, with 

information regarding equalisation, 

tone controls, filters and suchlike. 

An excellent book for all valve 

heads. 

Paperback Code No. 1780 

£14.95 + £2.00 (UK) 

An Approach to Audio Electronic Valves 

in Audio Frequency Amplifiers 

by E. Rodenhuis 
Discussing the use of valve data, the func-

tion of different amplifier stages and 

includes detailed descriptions of eight 

designs A wealth of practical data, mea-

surements and interesting features will be 

found. A very good read. 

Paperback I47pp, Code No. 1520 

Price £ 12.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK) 

Audio Reality 

by Bruce Rozenblitz 

Investigates conductors, skin effect. imped-

ance, interconnects, speaker cables, balanced 

lines, transmission lines, isolation transform-

en, tubes, acoustics and much more, Also. 

Includes 6 acellent detailed valve design projects, 

80watt OTL 25watt 071_ grounded grid pre-
amp. 150watt amp. 6550 SE amp and a 

grounded grid cascode phono preamp. 

Paperback I 28pp, Code No. 1640 

Price 21.50 + 2.50 P&P (UK) 

Mollard Tube Circuits for Audio 

Amplifiers 

Includes full designs for eleven power and 

control amps, including 5-20, using valves. 

Begins with a four chapter tutorial on getting 

the best sound from valve amplifiers. 

I 42pp 8" o 10" Paperback Code 1030 

£13.95 + £2.00 P8iP (UK) 

The Beginner's Guide to Tube Design 

by Bruce Rozenblitz 

This book takes a comprehensive look at 

tube audio design. It explains how vacuum 

tubes work and how to design with them. 

Rozenblit covers stabilisation and testing, a 

description of 13 famous and classic amps 

and preamps and how to work effectively as a 

designer A hands-on guide to construction 

techniques. tools and choosing components 
and tubes is provided 1997, 

I32pp Paper back Code No. 1340 

CI 5.50 + £2.50 P&P (UK) 
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210 LIBRAR 
ORDER 4 BOOKS Fig OVER 8g PAY ONLY £7.00 FOR P&P (UK ONLY) 

TEsTIN( ; 
1011,1 . 

Manuale HI-Fl a valvole Schemario 2° 

This book is dedicated to self makers and 

to Hi-Fi tube engineers With a wealth of 

circuit diagrams from some of the best 

valve amplifiers. pre-amplifiers and phono 

equipment producers in the world. 

Including,Audio Research.Altec. Conrad 

Johnson,Art Audio, Luxman, Carver, 

Dynaco. Electrovoice. Leak. Macintosh. 

Maranta, Quad. Radford, Quick Silver, 
numerous OIL designs.Verdier.VTL and 

Western Electic Well worth the money. 

208pp. Paperback Code No. 1720 

£44.00 + £4.00 P&P ( UK) 

First in High Fidelity 

The Products and History 

of H.). Leak & Co. Ltd. 

by Steven Spicer 

This book is the unique and 

comprehensive story about 

one of the world s best high-

fidelity audio companies 

Contained are 300 pictures, 

30 circuit diagrams for classic 

designs of the day There are 
also numerous anecdotes arid 

contributions from ex , 

A wonderful histaxal road 

270pp Paperback 

Code no. 1740 

£19.95 u £3.55 pup UK 

Testing Loudspeakers* 

by Joe D'Appolito 

Joe D'Appolito loudspeaker designer and 

consultant, has written the definitive text on 

testing loudspeakers. Dr. D'Appolito brings 

his expertise to the subject and prov.des 

you with a hands-on discussion of testing 

drivers and systems. He brings you the the-

ory and physics behind loudspeaker testing 

in this volume. 

Paperback 

Code No. 1580 

£24.95 + £3.00 P&P ( UK) 

Bullock On Boxes 

by Robert M. Bullock III. 

Using Thiele-Small parameters clearly, it 

offers lots of helpful tables and graphs to get 

to grips with the sizing of the box and port 

of a reflex 

loudspeaker 

72pp 81/2" x 11" Paperback 

Code No. 1100 

£12.95 £2.50 P&P ( UK) 

Audio Amateur Loudspeaker Projects 

A collection of the 25 best speake- articles 

published in the Audio Amateur throughout 

the 1970s, this popular book is proof that 

great designs are never out of date. This 

volume is a rich source of theory, practice 

and design. 

135pp 81/2" x II" Paperback 

Code No, 1550 

£16.95 £2.50 P&P (UK) 

VACULM 
TUBES 

Getting the most out of Vacuum 

Tubes 

by Robert B.Torner 

From the cover, "Types and causes of tube 

failures, what to expect from tubes, testing 

methods and all about tube maintenance 

programs." This book is intended to offer 

explanations of why tubes fail and what to 

do about it Discussions of catastrophic and 

degenerative failures; selecting tubes and 

tube types and testing and predicting tube 

performance. 

160pp Paperback, C.ple No.1710 

£13.95 + L.7_00 P&P (UK) 

Basic Theory and 

Application of Electron 

Tubes 

A US Army & Navy 

Publication 

This book is an excellent 

introduction into valves. It 

does lust about everything 

its title suggests. Written in 

1957 it was used by the US 

military as a teos book in 

their eiectronis department. 

Superbly written it con-

taient ill you need to know. 

215pp Paperback 

Code No.I 760 

L 1 7.9; u £ 3.50 P&P ( UK) 

l tetg ÇRpOESIZUR 
DZSCN AND i 

CONSTRUCTION t 

• 
MODFkN 
Volví AMKIFIERi 

Sylvania Technical Manual 

by Sylvania Electric 

Products Inc. 

This 13th edition contains 

data on more than 3300 elec-

tron tubes and semiconduc-

tor devices. Reprinted here 

without the TV picture tube 

section. this manual contains 

detailed information on 

Sylvania's devices including 

charts and diagrams. A master 

index is found in the front of 
the book for reference. 

516pp Paper back 

Code No. I 700£  
1 6.95 u £ 3.80 UK pup 

Electrostatic Loudspeaker Design and 

Construction 

by Ronald Wagner 

Step by step guide to the design and con-

structon of a full range electrostatic loud-

speaker. including basic operating principles. 

Strongly recommended for those wanting 

to either build, repair and/or restore, or 

who are just interested in electrostatics. 

243pp 7" x 9 5/8" Paperback 

Code No. 1080 

£16.95 + £3.25 P&P (UK) 

ORDER ON-LIN 
.worldaudiodesign. 

Loudspeakers:The Why and How of 

Good Reproduction 

by GA. Briggs 

An easy to understand book on building 

loudspeakers. using empirical techniques 

that pre- date computer analysis Strongly 

recommended for beginners 

88pp 51/2" o 81/2" Paperback 

Code: 1070 

£10.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK) 

DESIGN 

V_ 

Modern High-EndValve Amplifiers 

Based onToroidal Output 

Transformers 

by Menno van derVeen 

Explains the whys arid wherefores of 

toroidal output transformers at vanous 

technical levels Discussed extensively 

within this book are designs for amplifiers 

from 10 to 100 warts Finally, the author 

gives sonne attention to a number of 

special valve amplifiers, and to the theory 

and practice of negative feedback. 

250pp Hard back Code No. 1670 

£24.95 + £ 3.30 P+P (UK) 

Valve 
Arrir lifiers 

RCOUSIf.Cs ese 
PSTCHBROAU/STI CS 

.10 

Valve Amplifiers 

(second edition) 

by Morgan Jones, Audio 

Engineer 

This book allows those with a 

limited knowledge of the field 

ro understand both the theo-

ry and the practice of valve 

audio amplifier design, such 

that they can analyse and 

modify circuits. and rebuild an 

amplifier Constructional 

techniques are also provided 
so readers can build from 

scratch designs that actually 

work 

488pp. Paper back, 

Code No. 1330 

£26.99 + 3.76P&P (UK) 

The Loudspeaker Design 

Cookbook, 6th edition (new) - 

by Vance Dickason 

This best seller offers up-to-date design 

information for the home constructor. It 

uses modern Thiele-Small theory and 

parameters. 

288pp 81/2" x 111/2" Paperback 

Code No, 1090 

£29.50 + £4.00 P&P (UK) 

Horn Loudspeaker Design 

by Mr J. Dinsdale 

A collecoon of papers by Mr J.Densdale that 

discuss the design and theory of this wonder-

ful breed of loudspeaker.The book contains 

derailed di nongs of numerous dese.inckid-

ing some Lowther classicsAlsa included with 

the took na 3.5inch floppy disc with straight 

forward software to asset n the design 

process A serous efueute for those weft an 

interest sr horn speakers 

112pp papybaddli 3.511oppicIsc 

21Orrim x 300mm 

Coder 1130 

£29.50 u £2.50 P&P (UK) 

Acoustics & Psychoacoustics 2nd Edition 

by David M. Howard & James Angus 

An introduction .1(0lISIISS,covenng human 

percepoon of soursd.flotes and han-nony,rnusi-

ca: dynamics, timbre of musca 

acousoc model for musical instruments. heir-

ng 'now different enviralments, decoying the 

ear and processing sound elearnexally 

224pp 244x 189inm 

paperback 

Code, 1370 

£29.99 • £3.50 P&P (UK) 

TO ORDER 

'phone 01245 450651 

or visit our website 

www.worldaudiodesign.com 

e-mail: saleseworldaucliodesign.com 

product demos available by appointment 

Unit 6, Rumsey Row, Writtle, Chelmsford 

Essex CM1 3YA. 
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Oxford Audio 
Consultants Ltd. 

OUR SUPERB SERVICE IS THE SAME REGARDLESS OF PRICE 

Now Demonstrating 

SALE LIST 

r, in 
;-• 

- 1.11- eleeeser/ 
.11.1--211 

• 

-Ex-Demonstration & Previously Owned Equipment 

KRELL 300iL 

MARTIN LOGAN ODYSSEY mint 

SONUS FABER GUARNERIS 
KRELL 280CD PLAYER 

PROAC STUDIO 125 LIGHT OAK 
ONKYO INTEGRA DVD/PROCESSOR/POWER AMP 

KRELL KRC2 PREAMPLIFIER 
WADIA 2000 CD TRANSPORT 
WADIA 64.4 DAC 

TRANSPARENT CABLES VARIOUS ASK FOR DETAILS 

SONUS FABER GRAVIS SUB WOOFER 

VIENNA ACOUSTICS MAHLER 
TAG MCLAREN AV32R bp 192 

AUDIO ANALOGUE MAESTRO AMP 

CONRAD JOHNSON PVIOB PRE AMPLIFIER 

KRELL FPB200 POWER AMPLIFIER 

AUDIO PHYSIC CALDERAS 

SIM2 HT300 PROJECTOR 

MARTIN LOGAN CLSIlz MINT 

DENON DV5000 DVD PLAYER 

ONKYO DS 989 AV AMP 
KRELL FPB600 

WILSON SYSTEM 6.1 FERRARI GREY 

KRELL 250p PRE AMPLIFIER 

GRAAF 13.5 PRE AMPLIFIER just revalved 

VERITAS P400 POWER A MPLIFIER 

£1895 SH 

£4995 SH 

£3995 SH 

£2495 SH 

£ 750 XD 

£4500 XD 

£1495 SH 
£1295 SH 

£1295 SH 

P.O.A XD 

£695 SH 
£2995 SH 

£1495 SH 

£1250 SH 

£595 Sil 

£3500 SH 

P.O.A. SH 

£3995 XD 

£3500 XD 

£495 SH 

£995 SH 

£5495 SH 
£9495 SH 

£995 SH 

£1495 SH 

£1495 XD 

SH - Second Hand XD - EX Demonstration 

0% interest free credit 
Licensed Credit Broker 

REFER TO OUR WEBSITE FOR THE LATEST UPDATED SALE LIST. 
Agencies include Acoustic Energy. Alphason. Al.carna ',search. Beyer. BOSE. Castle. Chard Coml..), 

Copland. Cresnon. Deno, Dumas., Dwn Electronics I- uresuGM 000,0 Goldrilg. Graal Integra Systems. D(C.S. Jad.s. rainy. Bel 
Koelou. Krell. Lemon, Long Control. Loewe TV/VMeo. Lox, class& Lyra. Marant., Marne Logan, Abchell. % AKA Fdelny. NAD. Nairn 

NEC Gas Plasma Screens. Nakarn.i. Nordost. Onkyo. Onera. Onolon. Parasound. .MA80, ProAc. Protect Torntsbles, OED 
Molter., Quad. Quadraspire. BEL Subwoolers. Sharp. LCD TVs. SME. Sones Faber Sonos Systems. Soundslyle. 
Stands Lbws.. Slav Stewart Screens. Tag McLaren.Tannoy. Teac. Theta. Transparen• Unison Research. Van dan Nu, Vex. 

Acoostes subwoolers. Vrcleologbc. Vienna Acoust,s Wilson Yamaha 

TAX-FREE EXPORT SERVICE 
MAIL-ORDER AVAILABLE ON MANY ITEMS 

/A-a< 13 A  IDA 

Cantay House, Park End Street 

Oxford OX1 1JD 

Telephone: Oxford (01865) 790879 

Facsimile: Oxford (01865) 791665 

E-MAIL: oxford.audioebtinternet£om 

WEBSITE: www.oxfordaudio£o.uk 

V.A.T. No. 
7295800 13 CENTRAL 

QUALITY USED 
EQUIPMENT, 

BOUGHT, SOLD, 
PART EXCHANGE 

TEL/FAX URGENTLY REQUIRED 

0121 747 4246 LINN, NAIM, 
MERIDIAN, QUAD, 

114 CASH WAITING 

ACCUPHASE DP55V 
ADVANTAGE Si CD 
ADVANTAGE S100 INTEGRATED AMP 
AUDIO LAB CDM/ DAX 
AUDIO NOTE M3 LINE PRE 
AUDIO RESEARCH LS5 MK2 
AUDIO RESEARCH SP14 
AUDIO RESEARCH LS7 
AUDIO RESEARC VT60 
AUDIO RESEARCH D130 
AUDIO RESEARCH VT130 SE 
AVANTEGARDE SOLO SILVER 
AYRE K-5X PRE 
BAT VI< D5SE CD 
BOULDER 1012 PRE DAC PHONO 
BOW WIZARD CD 
CARDAS GOLDEN REFERENCE 2.5 VTR BI WIRE 
CLEARAUDIO REFERENCE,T01 ARM 
CLEARAUDIO SINATURE M/C LOW HOURS 
CLEARAUDIO SIXSTREAM 1.5 MTR PHONO CABLE 
CLEARAUDIO MAXIMUM SOLUTION, TQ1 LINEAR ARM 
CONRAD JOHNSON EV1 VALVE PHONO 
COPLAND CSA 14 
DENSEN BX340 NEW 
DENSEN B4COXS NEW 
DENSEN B203 NEW 
DYNAUDIO 2.8 CHERRY 
GRYPHON ADAGIO CD PLAYER 
HARMONIC TECHNOLOGY MD1 DIGITAL RCA I MTR 
HOVLAND HP-100 + M/C PHONO NEW SEALED BOX 
HOVLAND SAPHIRE POWER AMP NEW SEALED BOX 
KRELL KAV 250A 
KRELL KRC-HR KPE PHONO 
KRELL FPB 600C 
LFD MISTRAL SILVER SIGNATURE INTEGRATED 
LUXMAN K-351 CASSETTE DECK 
MARANTZ SC12SI SACD DVD CD EX DEM 
MARK LEVINSON 383 INTEGRATED AMP 
MERIDIAN 502 
MERIDIAN 557 
MERIDIAN 505 
MONITOR AUDIO STUDIO 60 PIANO ROSEWOOD 
MONITOR AUDIO STUDIO CENTRE PIANO ROSEWOOD 
NAIM CDS 2 + XPS 
NAIM CDX 
NAIM 102 
NAIM PSC 
NAIM 180 
NAIM AV2 
NAIM 175 
NAIM 112 
NAIM 92 
NAIM CDI MK2 
NAIM INTRO 2 BLACK ASH 
NAIM CDS MK1 
NAIM FLASH 2 NEW 
NAIM BURNDY BLACK 
NORDOST VALHALLA I MTR BALANCED 
NORDOST BLUE HEAVEN 3MTR BIWIRE BANANA REV 11 
PATHOS LOGOS 
QUAD 606 MK1 
QUAD 99 POWER 
REGA ELA CHERRY 
REVOLVER R33 CHERRY NEW 
SILVER ARROW IMTR BALANCED SILVER INTERCONNECT 1200 
SOUNDLAB MILLENIUM 3 NEW SEALED CRATES 
SONUS FABER CONCERTO WITH IRONWOOD STANDS 
SONY XA333ES SACD 
SPECTRAL MR-770 SPKR CAN F 10FT 
TANNOY DIMENSION 8 
T AND A V10 INTEGRATED NEW UNUSED 
THETA PROGENY 
WILSON BENESCH ACT 2 

8295 
1300 
1200 
3000 
4000 
4000 
1100 
9000 

RRP NOW £ 
3000 2295 
3150 1495 
2550 1295 
N/A 995 
37(10 1995 
5500 1995 
N/A 1095 
1400 695 
2000 895 
2000 995 
8500 2795 
4700 2395 
3000 1795 
5495 2495 
12950 7995 
3500 1495 
2000 1295 
6020 3495 
1755 895 
505 295 
7575 3995 
1700 895 
1500 595 
1850 1250 
2500 1795 
1000 695 
3200 1195 
5000 2695 
400 195 
5750 3495 
7000 3995 
3698 1795 
7639 3295 
15000 5995 
950 495 
N/A 150 
3500 1795 
6500 3995 
1500 795 
1600 895 
900 395 
5000 1995 
2000 795 
6503 3495 
2500 1395 
1210 595 
195 125 
1220 695 
2250 1695 
1270 895 
660 495 
N/A 195 
N/A 695 
860 450 
4000 1795 

350 195 
260 150 
2300 1395 
650 350 
2700 1795 
N/A 295 
550 395 
800 395 
600 295 

495 
3995 
795 
795 
495 
2495 
2595 
395 

3995 

OPEN MON-SUN 10.00 TO 8.00 
Website: www.centralaudio.co.uk. 
E-mail: tony@centralaudio.co.uk 

ALSO AGENTS FOR 

Advantage. Balanced audio technologies. Boulder. Burmester. 
Egleston. Hovland.Kharma. Lumley. Pass labs. Sound lab. VIL. 

120 HI-FI WORLD OCTOBER 2004 www.hi-fiworld.co.uk 



classifieds 

private  ads 
Dealers must not advertise in the Private Classified section. Monthly consecutive 
nsertions will be considered Trade advertising. The Publisherieserves the right to judge submissions. 

SPECIAL OFFER - Book a Private Classified Advert - Get One FREE! 
Plus one months FREE Internet advert. See Page 129 for order form 

This offer is only open to Private Classified advertisers 

"AST QUANTITY of hi-fi items 
still available from last two 

months full page ads. Most items 
can be delivered for a modest 
extra charge. Both Leak 20-75's 
speakers still available, These are 
still probably the best available 

anywhere. Offers on £500 a pair. 
'el: 01548 560 913 ( Devon) 
(Oct(I) 

MARTIN LOGAN QUEST elec-
trostatic hi-fi speakers. Absolutely 
mint condition.You will not find a 
finer example of this beautiful 
speaker. Walnut trim. Original 
boxes. £2000 ono. Tel: 07748 612 
.79 or Email: ian@imurray.com 
(Oct(I) 

WADIA 301 CD player 
£2750. Chord amplifiers 
1200C power and 3200 pre, 
£4995 pair. A.T.C. 
SCM20/speakers, piano black 
£1750.All boxed including 
manuals. Less than 12 months 
old. Mint condition. Tel: 07813 
763 913 (Oct(I) 

WHARFEDALE EVO 30 floor-

standing speakers for sale. 

Rosewood finish, good condition. 
Genuine reason for sale. One 
year old. £330 ono.Tel: Colin 
0161 303 8859 or 07985 781177 
(Greater Manchester) (Oct(I) 

AMAZING SPEAKER bargains, 
enclosures offered for sale 2 way 
floor stander and bookshelf 

designs, professionally built, £25 
and £ 15 a pair, further details 
ring Mike on 0118 969 3377 
(Oct(I) 

VANDERSTEEN 3A Signature 
speakers. One year old. Mint. 
£2100. Kimber KSI 121 .5m 

£280, KSI 120 3m. £495, KS3033 

I m. £420 and Monocle I m. £ 180. 
T'el: 01488 648 272 or Email: 

Kevin@sagepartnership.com 
Oct(1) 

TACTAUDIO RCS 2.05 new 
£1500.Tel: 020 8473 6997 (Oct(I) 

CYRUS SMARTPOWER mint 
condition, one year old £450 
ono.Tel: 0116 274 5056 or Email: 

JB8l@Le.ac.uk (Oct(I) 

FOR SALE: Totem Arro, black 
with ' bullets', immaculate £750. 
Rotel RCD 971, with fitted LK 

audio clock £250 as new, Rotel 
RA 971 Mk2 £ 150 as new, Cyrus 
I £95. Mission 751 with upgrad-
ed capacitors £95.Tel: Nigel 
01332 865 381 (Derbyshire) 
(Oct(I) 

KELSO MONOBLOCKS, pro-
fessionally bu lt, recently ser-
viced, Electro Harmonix 
tubes, £400. Tel: 020 8668 
2409 (Oct) 

WANTED: HITACHI HA7800 
amp, Hitachi DE65 cassette deck. 
Armstrong 621 amp. Leak 2200 

amp. Sugden A48 amp, teak case. 
Tel: 01843 843 145 (Oct(1) 

QUAD ELS 57 speakers, superb 
clarity. Demonstration. Excellent 
condition.Also experimental 

stands for vertical mounting. 
Improved bass and imaging, but 
ugly. £450. Tei: 01483 422 901 
(West Surrey) (Oct(I) 

ROGERS CADET 11 control unit 

and amplifier two horn loaded 
speakers Goldring Lenco GL70 

turntable all in teak chest stored 
last 20 years. Offers.Tel: 01892 
82 2213 (Oct) 

AUDIO INNOVATIONS 
amplifiers, SI000 monoblocks 
£750. P2 phono amp £300. 
S200 pre-amp £ 100. Snell K 

light oak speakers and Pirates 
stands £250.Tel: 01484 845 
905 (Octd) 

TDL REFERENCE standards. 

Rare opportunity to acquire this 
unique 7 driver design. Latest 

1995 spec. Metal cone, midrange 
units, bass to I 6Hz. Awesome 
presence, great imaging. Last 

available at £7000. Reluctant sale 
£2500. Tel-. 01344 751 446 or 

07713 622 115 (Oct(I) 

VINCENT SP-991 plus 

monoblock pair 36kg weight 
each. 6 months old, £ I 700. JBL TI 
5000 speakers in perfect condi-

tion, £ 1300. Tel: 077737 88317 
(London. Paddington) (Oct(I) 

CELESTION DITTON 66, 

stained black, rebuilt crossovers 

and OFC rewired £300. Also 66 

original £260. Ditton 25 original 

£180. I 5's £40. Heybrook HB2 

£35. All prices o.n.o. Tel: 01332 

780 884 (Oct(I) 

DAVIS CINEMA One 
Projector £2000 new £4250. 
Owl 6' motorised screen 
£425. Kimber speaker cable 
8TC 8' ( pair) £400. Krell 400 
XI amplifier £2300. Naim CDS 
II CD player £3650. Electa 
Amator II speakers Ironwood 

stands £ 1950.Transparent Ref 
SE interconnects.Tel: 01792 
798 253 (Oct(I) 

SIMAUDIO MOON Nova CD 

player, less than 1 year old, £2000 

ovno.Audio Research VT50 

superb - still under guarantee 

£1800 ovno. Both boxed, manu-

als.Also Sony SCD-XB940 £200. 

Tel: Chris 020 8543 5531 

evenings (Oct(I) 

QUAD ELECTROSTATIC loud-

speakers ESL 57s, recommended 

by Classique Sounds. Original 

bronze grills, excellent condition 

£800.Tel: 020 8783 1250 or 

Email: anthonymurphy@blueyon-

denco.uk (West London area) 

(Oct(I) 

CHORD SPM I 200, CPA 1800, 

£1350 each, £2500 pair.ATC 

SCM 10 monitors with Target 4 

pillar stands £495. Roksan ROK 

DPI transport £450.All boxed, 

black, as new. Tel: 01909 518 131 

(Oct(I) 

SHANLING SCD-T200C 

valve/solid state CD/SACD play-

er £ 1699 (new). Shanling CD-

T100 CD valve/SS CD player 

£1049. Both UK spec. Sony 

SCD I SACD/CD player £ 1849. 

Bel Canto DAC2 (new) £749.Tel: 
07979 903 989 (Bristol) (Oct(I) 

ROKSAN CASPIAN CD player. 

Hardly used by elderly owner. As 

new. Cost nearly £ 1000. Bargain, 

£350. Tel: 01473 682 909 

(Ipswich) (Oct(I) 

WANTED: PAIR Celestion 
Kingston speakers. For Sale: 

Celestion SL700SE with stands, 
as new boxed. Pair restored Leak 
3090 speakers which now weigh 

102kg.A rare and unique speaker 
system (would part exchange or 
swap these for something else 
smaller). Pictures available on 
request. Tel: 020 7480 7964 or 
079320 63335 or Email: amwlon-
don@tiscali.co.uk (Oct(I) 

PARASOUND HCA 3500 

350wpc power amp £ 1400 
(£2800). Parasound HCA 120011 
220wpc power £400 (£ 1600). 
Parasound HCA 750 75wpc 
£250 (£750). Rotel 03 pre £ 150 
(£290).Transparent Music 
Waveplus speaker cable 2x I 5ft 

£300 (£850).Audioquest 

Midnight 11 2x 4m £ 150 (£550). 
Counterpoint Pre 708e Prologic 
£160 (£ 1800). Boxes. Manuals. 
Tel: Bill 01993 851508 (Oct(I) 

MERIDIAN 563 DAC boxed, 
immaculate, £325 ono. Meridian 
200 transport.Trichord Clocked, 
remote, as new, £275 ono. 

Yamaha DSP E580 surround 
sound processor £30 ono. Can 
demo. Call 0781 781 2614 any-

time. (Oct(I) 

NAIM SALE, CD2 CD player, 

NAC 82 pre-amp, Hi-Cap power 
supply, SBL loudspeakers (cher-

ry), QLN Projekt equipment rack 
(cherry).All equipment pur-

chased new from Grahams HI- F1 
in December 1997. Mint condi-
tion, very low usage, boxed with 
manuals. For prices please ring 

Mark 01708 224 319 or 07813 
332301 (mobile) (Essex) (Oct(I) 

LINN, KAR1K, Numerik, Kairn 
(all SPS), Chord 1200C, LP12 

Lingo,Arkiv, Proac Response 2.5 
rosewood. Awesome perfor-
mance. Boxed. Mint. Cost 

£17,500+ new. Sell together for 
£7500 ono. Bargain hi-end sys-
tem. Tel: 0161 962 6319 (Oct(1) 

LINN TROIKA in good condi-
tion, re-tipped by The Cartridge 
Man, complete with stylus guard 

etc. £230 no offers. Tel: 01302 
854 426 (South Yorkshire) 
(Oct(1) 
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30b Larchfield St, Darlington 
01325 241888 

hifisound@btirsternet.com 
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LOADS MORE INEXPENSIVE HIFI IN STOCK, RING FOR DETAILS 

Call 01325 241888 and don't be frightened of the machine. 
If you want to pop in, we usually open the shop only on Saturdays, 
10 till 5, unless there's something better to do, so please please check 

before travelling' 

PART EXCHANGE A SPECIALITY 
Your equipment wanted for cash - best prices paid 

hifisound@btinternet.com 

Bargain Valves 
Not sure what to choose? Buy with confidence from us. 

All top quality popular valves at sensible prices: 
KT88 Svetlana £21.95 
KT66 Sovtek 
EL34 Svetlana 
EL34 Electro Harmonix 
6CA7 (EL34 eqv) Electro Harmonix 
300B Electro Harmonix 
12AX7/ECC83 JJ TESLA 
12AU7/ECC82 Philips 5814 Mil spec 
6SL7 Philips 6188 Military spec 
6SN7 Electro Harmonix 

£24.95 
£9.95 

£12.95 
£11.95 
£64.95 
£7.95 
£8.95 

£14.95 
£9.95 

You are welcome to contact us for advice 
For matched pairs/quads add £1 each (power valves only) 

Decca Pickup arm original boxed/instructions £49.95 
De Matt Amazing improvement to Philips/Marantz type CD Players, 
probably the biggest improvement for the least money £13.95 

All! of Eindhoven are well known for their excellent 

Njoe Tjoeb CD Player but their hand matlecables a 

interconnects are both 'state of the art a affordable. 

Interconnects  
KB8 Phono to phono with ' Bullet' plugs .8m £69.95 
KB8 Phono to phono with ' Bullet' plugs 1.2m£79.95 
KB8 Balanced XLR to Balanced XLR .8m £69.95 
KB8 Balanced XLR to Balanced XLR 1.2m £79.95 
Loudspeaker Cables  
KB8 LS Banana or Spade 2.5m 
KB8 LS Banana or Spade 3m 
KB8 LS Banana or Spade 3.5m 
KB8 LS Banana or Spade 4m 
KB8 LS Banana or Spade 5m 
KB8 LS Banana or Spade 7.5m 
KB8 LS Banana or Spade 10m 
KB8 LS Jumpers (to replace metal strips) £49.95 
No need to bi-wire if you use AH! KB8 cables 

KB10 AC IEC 10mm power cable 1m £69.95 
KB10 AC IEC 10mm power cable 1.5m £97.95 
KB10 AC IEC 10mm power cable 2m £122.95 
We so confident you will be delighted with AH! Cables, 
finding them better than your present cables or as 
good as more expensive ones that we give a 30 day 
money back guarantee (less 10% handling charge). 

£59.95 
£89.95 
£99.95 
£109.95 
£129.95 
£179.95 
£224.95 

P&P 0-£50=-£2, £51-£100=£5, £ 101+f7,50 

Visit our mantle at www.lconaudlo.co.uk or ask for a leaflet 
Phone 07787 158791 Email sales@iconaudio.co.uk 
• 
Lem-st. deuxecr- 351 Aylestone Road Leicester LE2 8TA 

some items are In-tided stock arid unrepeatable E & OE Visa arid MasterCard accepted 
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Dealers must not advertise in the Private Classified section. Monthly consecutive 
insertions will be considered Trade advertising. The Publisher reserves the right to judge submissions. 

SPECIAL OFFER - Book a Private Classified Advert - Get One FREE! 
Plus one months FREE Internet advert. See Page 129 for order form 

This offer is only open to Private Classified advertisers 

FINITE ELEMENTE Pagode 

Master Reference 5 tier rack in 

black with premium chrome 

uprights. Stunning sonically and 

aesthetically. £ 1700 or swap for 2 

or 3 tier plus cash.Tel: 0131 225 

9002 or Email: 

S.Hussain@ed.sac.ac.uk (Oct(I) 

NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE 

Graphic turntable, Alien arm, 

Tracer 3 cartridge, excellent son-

ics/condition (£2750 1995) £625. 

Quad 2 monoblock amplifier, 

perfect original, £ I 30.Armstrong 
224 valve tuner, no sound?, £ 10. 

Tel: 01273 541 462 (Oct(I) 

GARRARD 401, SME 3 arm, 

Denon DL I 10 £350. IMF TLS80 

speakers £325. Michell Hydraulic 

Transcriptors turntable £325. 
Thorens TD 160 turntable £90. 

Luxman T112 tuner £55. Quad 
44, faulty, £ 35.Tel: 01273 299 718 

(Oct(I) 

LENTEK INTEGRATED amplifier 

£525. Revox A77 including 50 

tapes f I 25. Audio Technica 1130 

arm £75. Pioneer PD-S703 £40. 

AR 91 speakers £35. Leak Stereo 

70 £20. Rogers Ravensbrook 

amp/tuner £40.Tel: 01273 299 

718 (Oct(I) 

MARANTZ CD-63 MkIIKI 
Signature £200. Marantz PM-66SE 
KI Signature £200.Tannoy 
Revolution R2 (cherry) £ 150. 
Standesign Saturn 5 rack (cherry) 

£150. Denon TU-260L tuner £50. 
Aiwa AD-F450 cassette deck 

£50. Kimber PBJ interconnect 
(I mtr) £30.All immaculate, 
boxes, instructions. Tel: 01827 
282 430 (Oct(I) 

MAGNUM DYNALAB MD 102 
tuner (£2200) £ 1 I 00.'Stunning'. 

Beard CA 506 preamp with 
phonostage, new valves, classic 
£450. SA EC WE 308L tonearm, 
boxed, unused £500. Tel: Paul 029 
20 369 052 or Email: 
Uyndes@hotmaii.com (Oct(I) 

ANALYSIS EPSILON ribbon 
speakers, good condition £3500 
new, £750 ovno. Pioneer PD9700 
CD player £400 new, £ 100 ono. 
Rotel RA 820A mint condition 

£70 ono.Tel: 01634 323683 or 
07901 893 982 (Oct(I) 

FOR SALE: Quad 99 pre and 909 
power. Excellent condition. 
Boxed, manuals, remote, links 

(£1650) asking £ 1250.Tel: 0131 
664 5433 or Email: phillip@ 
evans I 952.freeserve.co.uk 
(Oct(I) 

WANTED: SUGDEN A2 I a, 

Mission 782se speakers,Yamaha 

CDR-HDI 300 recorder,AVI 

Laboratory Series amp or Cyrus 

8 amp.Tel: 01225 317 127 (Oct(I) 

QUAD ESL 57s, black cloth, with 

stands, supplied 2002 by 
Classique Sounds with refur-

bished treble panels, £750 ( in 

West Midlands), too large to 

post. Audio Innovations S500 

Integrated Amp £475,Audionote 

'Snell' J type speakers in black 

£475 both plus carriage.Tel: 

01445 712023 or Email: 

ian@santosa.co.uk (Oct(I) 

LOVVTHER ACOUSTAS, PM7As, 

silver wired £400. Leak Stereo 

20 (rebuilt) and Point One 

Stereo pre (with Octal) £400. 

Leak Troughline II Stereo tuner 

£85.All items in very good con-

dition. Tel: 01737 771 570 

evenings (Surrey) (Oct(I) 

AVANTGARD UNO Horn 

speakers £3500. Sonus Faber 

Cremona speakers £3000. EAR 

V20 integrated amplifier £ 1500. 

Aloia PSTII.0 Ii pre-amplifier, 

Aloia 15.01i power amplifier 60 x 

100 watts £ 1800.Tel: 020 8531 

5979 (Oct(I) 

PINK TRIANGLE Anniversary 
SME arm, Pink Triangle 
Ventrical speakers, Sugden 
Bijou CD player, EAR 834P 
phono amp, DPA pre amp, 
power amp, best offers 
accepted.Tel: 0777 912 3411 

(Oct(1) 

CYRUS Ill int amp, Cyrus power 
amp 2x PSX-R power supplies 
mint condition and boxed cost 
£1700 sell £650. Tel: 01869 241 
358 (Oxen) (Oct(I) 

AUDIO SYNTHERSIS Pro 
Passion duel mono 3 box pre-
amp balanced singlended, mint 
£295. Pink Triangle Ordinal 1307 
DAC, mint, boxed, inst. £295. 
Garrard 401 chassis SME plinth 
El 50.Tel: 01246 209 578 or 
01246 570 556 (Oct(I) 

MERIDIAN D6000 (pair) £4000 
(good condition). Meridian 562 
digital/analogue controller £950 
(excellent condition). Meridian 
500 CD transport £ 1100 (excel-
ient condition). Prefer not to sell 
separately. Tel: Roberts 020 8991 
2731 (London) (Oct(I) 

WANTED: ROGERS: Harbeth or 
similar, one pair of BBC LS3/5a 
speakers.Private buyer. Tel: 0 i 394 
388399 (Nov(I) 

FROM SEPTEMBER 2004 ISSUE 

TECHNICS SLI200 Mk2 pick-

up arms for sale (3off), £30 

each plus postage. Soundmaster 

V400 power amplifier, immacu-

late condition, large PSU, 

150watts RMS per channel, 

amazing sound-staging, £ 195 

plus carriage.Tel: 01253 724 

321 (Sep(I) 

QUAD 11 AMPLIFIERS, unmo-

lested Mullard KT66, handbook, 

fabulous sound £650. Pioneer 

TX9500 tuner, mint, handbook, 

£300. Primare 928 preamp, 

remote, phono inputs, stunning, 

£1400. Micromega Duo DC 2.1, 

Duo Pro 2, mint, £ 1000.Tel: 

01226 710 605, mobile 0781 

889 1892 (Sep(I) 

KELLY KT2 loudspeakers, 95dB, 
very dynamic, good condition, 
£200 ono.Tel: 01279 304 671 
evenings (Essex) (Sep(I) 

FOR SALE: Linn Basik turntable 
with Akito tonearm with Reson 
Mica cartridge, £ 180 ono. Ring 
Graham after 6pm on 01482 
641 261 (Sep(1) 

NAIM. FLATCAP, NAP90, 
NAC92, NATO3 tuner, NAC3-
5.CD player, six years old, with 
manuals. £650 the lot. In good 
working order. Tel: 01284 760 
829 (Sep(I) 

QUAD 2 amplifiers. Original 
GEC KT66 valves. No modifica-
tions. No repainting. Complete 
with handbook and £200 worth 

of spare valves. £550. Tel: 01483 
855 603 (Sep(I) 

LUXMAN 507X amplifier £ 150. 

JVC JA-S77 amplifier £90. Bose 

601 Series II speakers £ 100. 

Technics ST-6 I OL tuner £30. 

Harman Kardon HK 400 XM 

cassette deck £ 100. Tel: 020 

8281 0029 (Sep(I) 

DYNAUDIO CONTOUR 1.3 

Mk11 loudspeakers, cherry, £625. 

Audiolab 8000A integrated 

amplifier, £ 125. Leak Troughline 

3 Stereo FM tuner, £65.Tel: 

01661 871 010 (Sep(I) 

ROKSAN KANDY amplifier. 

Mint condition in makers car-

ton. Complete with remote and 

instructions etc. £250. Tel: Clive 

01628 666 526 (Sep(I) 

B.A.T VK3I, boxed, mint, £ 1250 

ono. Tel: 020 8473 6997 (Sep(I) 

NAD 54IC CD, boxed, mint, 

one month old, £ 189. NAD 

C350 amp, 60wpc, bass, treble, 

pre-out, boxed, mint, one 

month old, £ 149. Could deliver 

Midlands.Tel: 0115 960 3934 

(Nottingham)(Sep(I) 

DENON TU260 tuner £65. 

Quad 520 twin channel profes-

sional power amplifier (circuitry 

developed from 405) £245. 

(£679 new). DNM speake-

cables 4x 2m £55. Mission plat-

form equipment support £20. 

Tel: 020 8688 6397 (Sep(I) 

LYNWOOD MAINS 

Conditioners (two).The 

Advanced £50.The Niega £ 125. 

Nordost Silver Shadow digital 

interconnect 0.6mtr £225 ono. 

Tel: 01249 821 288 (Sep(1) 
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diverse v[rly 
10 charles st newport south wales np20 lju 
01633 259661/256261 salesediversevinyl.com 

NEW RELEASES 

THE LATEST TITLE ON DIVERSE RECORDS: 

Rickie Lee Jones "The Evening Of My Best Day" 
Brian Wilson 

Captain Beefheart 

Dido 

Futureheads 

Hidden Cameras 

Hives 

James Yorkston 

Mark Lanegan 

Minus 5 

Polyphonic Spree 

Razorlight 

Rush 

Secret Machines 

The Roots 

The Thrills 

Various 

Velvet Revolver 

Getting In Over My Head 

Magneticism (Limited) 

Life For Rent 200g 

Futureheads 

Mississauga Goddam 

Tyrannosaurus Hives 

Just Beyond The River 

Bubblegum 

Down With Wilco (feat. Jeff Tweedy) 

Together We're Heavy 

Up All Night 

Feedback 

Now Here Is Nowhere 

The Tipping Point 

Let's Bottle Bohemia 

Ska down Jamaica Way (Vols 5-8) 

Contraband 

£21.90 

£13.90 

£26.90 

£14.90 

£12.90 

£15.90 

£TBC 

£13.90 

£15.90 

£17.90 

£12.90 

£10.90 

£14.90 

£17.90 

£TBC 

each£12.90 

£14.90 

ALBUM OF THE MONTH 
Diana KraII " Girl In The Other Room" 

German Double LP on Verve 

NEW ROCK, POP AND AUDIOPHILE REISSUES:: 
13th Floor Elevators 

Ash Ra Tempel 

BB King 

Howlin' Wolf 

Byrds 

Deep Purple 

Elvis Presley 

Humble Pie 

Judy Sill 

Ken Nordine 

Leadbelly 

Lou Reed/Cale/Nico 

Norman Haines 

Pearls Before Swine 

Rodriquez 

Sly And Robbie 

Stone The Crows 

Tim Buckley 

Timothy Leary 

Yardbirds 

Easter Everywhere/Psychedelic £ 10.90 

Join Inn/ Schwingungen each £13.90 

The Blues (1960 - Get Back) £TBC 

London Sessions (Speakers Corner) £19.90 

Cancelled Flytes (Sundazed 5x7" set) £22.90 

Burn - 30th Anniversary (Very Ltd) £15.90 

A Date With Elvis (Speakers Corner) £19.90 

Rockin The Fillmore (double audiophile) £TBC 

Judy Sill / Heart Food £14.90 

Colours £12.90 

Black Betty £TBC 

Le Bataclan '72 £TBC 

Den Of Iniquity £15.90 

One Nation/Balaklava £10.90 

Cold Fact (Limited ed. 500) £12.90 

Riddim ( 1978/1980 Dubs) £17.90 

Teenage Licks (Arkarma) £14.90 

Sefronia (Get Back) £TBC 

You Can Be Anyone (ft Hendrix) £13.90 

Shape Of Things (Get Back 7LP Box) £59.00 

DIVERSE VINYL AT THE HI Fl SHOW & AV EXPO 2004 

24-26 September Renaissance Hotel, Heathrow 

Come and find us at Stand 15 in the Wessex Ballroom 

DISCO ANTI STAT LP CLEANER 
Probably the most economical LP 

cleaning device on the market 

Only £41.95 
Call for details 

Call for a catalogue of over 3500 

brand new LPs, or visit 

www. d iversevinyl.com 

d à listening 
fOOTI 

SALE LIST 
NEW 

IARCAM ALPHA 7R AMP £280.00 

1MERGE MI000 HID Sound server £ 1500.00 

ARCAM DV88 DVD PLAYER f 1,000.00 

ARCAM FM) All AMP £1,100.00 

ARCAM FM) All Inc DAVE AC3/DTS processor [ 1,850.00 

AUDIO RESEARCH 1516 PRE AMP - BLK £3,500.00 

CELESTION - Cl - Floorstanders £499.00 

CELESTION CI - Compact speakers £ 199.00 

CYRUS 5 AMPLIFIER £500.00 

CYRUS 7 AMP £700.00 

CYRUS AV MASTER - PROCESSOR 

CYRUS DVD1 £1,000.00 

SUGDEN Bijou system (Pre/Power/CD - no spks) £2641.00 

AVANCE TECHNOLOGIES Active Subwoofer £ 1200.00 

MARTIN LOGAN SCENARIO £2,498.00 

Musical fidelity XCan V2 new £129.00 

MERIDIAN DSPI500 Subwoofer £ 1350.00 

MERIDIAN 556 - 2 CH POWER AMP £995.00 

MERIDIAN 556 Power amp £995.00 

MERIDIAN 562v.2 Controller £ 1,500.00 

MERIDIAN 568.2 mm Smartlink ( as new) £4,305.00 

MERIDIAN 598 DVD Player smartlink ( as new) £3,195.00 

LINN Kairn ( brilliant PSU) Pre Amp £1400.00 

LINN ESPEK £2500.00 

MISSION 78 AS Active sub (new) £700.00 

MISSION 780 - ROSEWOOD £300.00 

MISSION 783 - BEECH ( Good condition) £ 1,000.00 

Denon DVDA I 1 £1699.00 

MUSICAL F1DELTY XA I OOR - INT AMP £900.00 

PROCEED MP PROCESSOR. VGC/LIGHT USE £4,700.00 

PROCEED PMDT DVD PLAYER. VGC/LIGHT USE £ 5,495.00 

REDROSE Valve system (amp & speakers)lyr old El 0,000.00 

SONUS FABER SIGNUM SPEAKERS EI,250.00 

VIENNA MALHER (Beech) £6000.00 

TAG MCLAREN DPA32R ( Digital pre inc DAB) £ 1,990.00 

TRICHORD GENESIS CD PLAYER 

VIENNA BEETHOVEN Speaker ( Beech) 

VIENNA MOZART Speakers ( Beech) 

VIENNA WALTZ centre Speaker ( Beech) 

YAMAHA HD1000 Hard Disc Recorder 

£500.00 

£2,500.00 

£1,500.00 

£500.00 

£699.95 

SALE 
£189.00 

L.0095 

£679.00 

£679.00 

£895.00 

£2,195.00 

£299.00 

£114.00 

£329.00 

£479.00 

£100.00 

£599.00 

£1795.00 

£695.00 

£1,629.00 

£89.00 

£895.00 

£649.00 

£595.00 

£995.00 

£2,995.00 

£2,395.00 

E 795.00£  

1695.00 

£450.00 

£219.00 

£599.00 

£1295.00 

£599.00 

£I995.00£  

2495.00 

£3,995.00 

£799.00 

£3295.00 

£1,189.00 

£150.00 

£1,150.00 

£1,050.00 

£350.00 

£500.00 

Hi-Fi Multiroom and home cinema 

PLEASE SEE OUR WEBSITE 
FOR LATEST OFFERS! 

THE LISTENING ROOMS LTD 
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161 OLD BROMPTON ROAD LONDON SVV5 OUJ 

TEL: 020- 7244 7750/59 FAX: 020 - 7370 0192 

www.thelisteningrooms.com 
E-mail: dr©btclick.com Mon-Sat I 0-6pm 
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classifieds 

private ads 
Deelers must not advertise in the Private Classified section. Monthly consecutive 
insertions will be considered Trade advertising. The Publisher reserves the right to judge submissions. 

SPECIAL OFFER - Book a Private Classified Advert - Get One FREE! 
Plus one months FREE Internet advert. See Page 129 for order form 

This offer is only open to Private Classified advertisers 

FROM SEPTEMBER 2004 ISSUE 

KRELL CD-DSP player 
£1000. Levinson ML I 2 pre 
custom PSU phono sockets 
£700. Levinson ML9 100 

watts £ I 600. Buy as system 
£2500 for quick sale. 
Upgrading to 39 20.5. Offers 
considered. Tel: 07709 144 

987 (Sep(I) 

PERPETUAL TECHNOLOGIES 
P3A DAC £390 (£799). Musical 
Fidelity Class A power amplifier 
£890 (£2500) Boxed and origi-
nal condition. Audio Research 
and DNM cables complete sets. 
Tel: 07973 220 663 
(Leicestershire) (Sep(I) 

MINT QUAD II's pre tuner 

£575. Monitor Golds £525. 
Audio Boons £50.Transcriptor 
Sweep arm, original packaging 
£30. 3009 arm £95. PPI phono 
£25. 124 Mushrooms, Idler, 
Wheel Plotter £30.Tel: 01274 
599 234 (Sep(I) 

QUAD 303 + 33 + FM3 tuner 
£400. Marantz CD50 £60. Kef 
Concord speakers £50.Tel: 
01689 856 606 (Sep) 

NAIM NAP 140 power amp, 
good condition, s/n 48XXX, can 
be auditioned in good system 
£300 ono. Tel: 07752 568 785 
(Manchester) (Sep(I) 

WANTED: AUDIO ALCHEMY 
Power Station 3 DAC power 
supply. Tel: 077 1254 1254 or 
Email: nut.comery@virgin.net 

(Sep(I) 

SENNHEISER HD650 head-
phones with Russ Andrews 
dedicated HC I headphone 

cable (£ 160) mint £240.Tel: 
01752 773 369 (Sep(I) 

KLIPSHORNS MUCH 
Improved silver wired Deflex 
lined £3750. Loricraft PS80 

mains regeneration units £725 
each.All boxed. Kondo KSL-
Digital cable £420. Living-Voice 
speaker cable set top model 
£850.Tel: 01923 826 830 (Sep(I) 

AVANTGARD UNO Horn 
speakers £3500. Sonus Faber 

Cremona speakers £3000. EAR 
V20 integrated amplifier £ 1500. 
Aloia PST11.01i pre-amplifier, 
Aloia 15.01i power amplifier 60 

x 100 watts £1800.Tel: 020 
8531 5979 (Oct(I) 

LINN LPI2, Ekcs, Arkiv, 
Lingo, mint, boxed, manuals. 
Just run in. New business 
forces sale. Phone David 
07887 997668, 31i959 
523024 (mobile) (evenings) 
(Sep(I) 

VVHARFEDALE PACIFIC 
Evolution 20 loudspeakers, 
beech finish, very good con-
dition, too big for room 
£250 ono.Tel: 01383 416 
263 (Sep(I) 

NORDOST VALHALLA 
Interconnect I m RCA, brand 
new, mint condition £ 1500. 

Nordost Valhalla speaker cable 
3m bi-wire pair, brand new, 
mint condition £4000. Both in 
original presentation boxes.Tel: 

07855 450 927 (Sep(I) 

AUDIO ANALOGUE Puccini 
amplifier, mint £320; Rega3 T/T, 

black, Linn K9 cartridge, excel-
lent £ 190; Philips CD723 player, 

mint £50, Marantz CD48 player, 
excellent £50:Yamaha KX390 

cassette player, mint £50; 
Denon TU260L tuner, excellent 
£20. All ono, boxed with 
instructions.Tel. (Danny) 07746 
948 559, (Southampton) (Sep(I) 

NAIM AUDIO HiCap power 
supply, olive green, 1998, 
unmarked mint condition, 
SNAIC lead, manual and box, 
£445 ono. Tel: 023 8090 5264 

or 0795 2067738 (Sep(I) 

CYRUS III int amp, Cyrus 
power amp 2x PSX-R power 

supplies mint condition and 
boxed cost £ 1700 sell £650.Tel: 
01869 241 358 (Oxen) (Oct(I) 

MARTIN LOGAN Ascent 1 lat-
est spec only 3 months old. 
Mint. £3450.Vincent SA.93 
PRE/SP991 mono blocks, 300 
watts. 3 months old. Mint. 
Superb build + sound 
£2000.Tel: 02380 224003 
(Southampton) (Sep(I) 

NYTECH /ARC 101 Active 
Amplifier/Speaker System. 
Complete Cta252xdii System 
C/VV Active Crossover And Arc 
101 Speakers And Stands. 
Excellent Condition. £250. 
Buyer Collects From London 
Or Carriage Arranged. Wanted: 
Epos Es14 Original Type Frame 
Stands. Tel: 07834 737865 
(Sep(I) 

QUAD ESL57's Quadropod 
stands, black £450.Albarry 
mono power amps, 50 watts, 
red, £300. Project 1.2 turntable 
arm cartridge £ 100. Croft 
Super Micro £ 175. Records, 
mainly 60s pop, £4 each. Lists. 
Tel: 02476 327 948 (Sep(I) 

RATA TORLYTE turntable 
stand, black, £ 180 ono. 
Nakamichi Tri-Tracer I 000, 
£Offers.Wanted:Voyd power 
supply, lid, platter,Valdi lid, plat-
ter, armboard. Tel: James 020 
8858 5021 or 07866 03 I I 13 or 
Email: james@cix.co.uk (Sep(I) 

AUDIO SYNTHERSIS Pro 
Passion duel mono 3 box pre-
amp balanced singlended, mint 
£295. Pink Triangle Ordinal 
1307 DAC, mint, boxed, inst. 
£295. Garrard 401 chassis SME 
plinth £ 150.Tel: 01246 209 578 
or 01246 570 556 (Oct(I) 

NAIM NAC52 Preamplifier & 
Supercap. £2,495. Naim Prefix 
£195. Both Excellent. Tel: 020 
8642 6516 Daytime Only. 
(Sep(I) 

PROAC STUDIO 125 floor 
standing speakers, yew finish, 
excellent condition, superb 
sound £500 ono.Tel: 01525 854 
652, Mob 07796 366 347 
(Beds) (Sep(I) 

REL STRATA III active sub-
woofer. Cherrywood finish, per-
fect working condition, some 
fine scratches and one small 
nick on top. £350 inc. delivery. 
Tel: 07754 976 443 or Email: 
magurry@supanet.com (Sep(I) 

PINK TRIANGLE 

Anniversary SME arm, Pink 
Triangle Ventrical speakers, 
Sugden Bijou CD player, 
EAR 834P phono amp, DPA 

pre amp, power amp, best 
offers accepted.Tel: 0777 
912 341 I (Oct(I) 

LEAK TROUGHLINE 3 Stereo 
tuner and Stereo 30 amp 
together in teak sleeve.Tuner in 
original condition amp 1 chan-
nel down. £ 130 ovno.Tel: Peter 
07780 786 437 (Hants) (Sep(I) 

QUAD 303 + 33 + FM3 tuner 
£400. Marantz CD50 £60. Kef 
Concord speakers £50.Tel: 
01689 856 606 (Sep) 

FOR SALE: Quad 99 pre and 
909 power. Excellent condition. 
Boxed, manuals, remote, links 
(£1650) asking £ 1250. Tel: 0131 
664 5433 or Email: phillip@ 
evans I 952.freeserve.co.uk 
(Oct(I) 

LYNWOOD MAINS 
Conditioners (two).The 
Advanced £50.The Mega £ 125. 
Nordost Silver Shadow digital 
interconnect 0.6mtr £225 ono. 
Tel: 01249 821 288 (Sep(I) 

WANTED: AUDIO ALCHEMY 
Power Station 3 DAC power 
supply. Tel: 077 1254 1254 or 
Email: nut.comery@virgin.net 
(Sep(I) 

CROWN DC300A Classic 
power amplifier in superb origi-
nal condition, ex Greenwich 
Audio, 2x 150 watts into 
8ohms at £450. Tel: 07932 664 
480 (Sep(I) 

B.A.T.VK3I, boxed, mint, £ 1250 
ono.Tel: 020 8473 6997 (Sep(I) 
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5 MINS FROM M25 

MATRIX HI-FI 
WE ARE PRO( 1)10 S\ \ CE THAT WE ARE NOW DEALERS POR ROKSAN, ORTO) ON. GOLDRING, PROJECT, EAR. WE HAVE CAR-

TRIDGES IN SHICR.AND THE ROMAN RADIUS RECORD DECK ON DEMO - MORE ARRIVING DAM - PLEASE RING OR SEE WEB 

NEW INCA KATAA1A CD PLAYER NOW ON DEMO 
RECORD DECKS/HEAD AMPS/TONE ARMS 
NEW IN STOCK. GOLDRING CRI . WITH RB250 ARM AND 
COLORING ELECTRA CART. BRILLIANT £139.00 
NEW PROJECT PHONO STAGE MM MC £ 45.00 
NEW - PROJECT VALVE PHONO STAGE 
MM/MC WITH OUTBOARD PSU £300.00 
NEW - ROKSAN RADIUS DECK WITH 
UNI-PIVOT ARM - PLEASE RING 
NEW MICHELLE UNI COVER £ 44.99 
PROJECT PHONO BOX SE - MC MM £ 75.00 
THORENS 124/11 CHASSIS - MINT £399.00 
EQUINOX HEAD AMP MC £299.00 
ioWNSEND ROK WITH SLATE PLINTH AND 
LINN MOTTO ARM VGC 
HELIOS ARM MK1 
ROKSAN XERXES. SME CUT 
NOTTINGHAM ANALOG MENTOR TONE ARM 
AUDIONOTE1T TEl ,.ORIGIN LIVE RB300 
SYSTEM DECK Ilk WITH LINN LVX ARM 
THORENS TD I 50 
LINN 1.112 BASIC PLUS ARM IN M/PLINTH 
NIANTICORE WITH ARM & AUDIO TECHNICA 
CARTRIDGE. BLACK ASH 
NAD 5120 - NEW COLORING ELAN CART. 

PRE-AMPS 
AUDIO RESEARCH LS7 LINE PRE. 
RAPPAPORT - Ru. Andrew, modified 
GATE VALVE PRE NEW 
GATE TOP OF THE RANGE PRE 
HAILER PRE 
TAG MCCLAREN 13 PAM - MC & MM 

POWER AMPLIFIERS • VALVES 
LECTRON 1H-50 01.11 POWER AMP LI >0.00 
NEW.....SH ANLING STEREO INTERGRATED AMP 
SEE WEB SITE - ORDERS TAKEN NOW 01,3130.00 
AUDIO RESEARCH CLASSIC 60 - MINT COND. 0159900 
AUDIO INNOVATIONS SERIES IOW MONO BLOCS 0599.00 
AUDIO INNOVATIONS FIRST AUDIO 2A3 P/AMP L549.00 
AUDIO INNOVATIONS SECOND AUDIO M/BLOCS 01199.00 
MICHAELSON AUDIO ODYSSEUS £650.10) 
ROGERS CADET III C80-00 
SCOTT 2110-B INTERGRATED VALVE AMP £299.00 
ROGERS RAVENSBROOK f 75-00 
GATES 300B PUSH PULL SEE WEB £2.,500-00 
VAA70MKII - ELM PUSH PULL INTERGRATED L299.00 

£699.00 
£150.00 
£299-00 
£3490 
0499-oo 
£199.00 
£70410 

0600.00 

£249 DO 

£69960 
£199-00 
(649410 
£649.00 
£1204Xi 
£349.00 

ellONNLIMMTNR,EAR AMPS SEE WEB SITE) 
POWER AMPLIFIERS - SOLID STATE 
KRELL ESAS)) 
11AD 33 
UAD 405 

CRIMSON NKIC MONO BLOCS & PRE AMP 
ARCAM 75 WITH REMOTE VGC. 
MUSICAL FIDELITY A370 - EXCELLENT 
MUSICAL FIDELITY El)) - EXCELLENT 

TUNERS, CASSETTE DECKS ETC. 
Quad FMI 
YAMAHA KX480 CASSETTE DECK 
YAMAHA KX500 CASSETTE DECK 
YAMAHA crno TUNER 

CD/HDCD/SACD/DVD/MD PLAYERS 
NEW INCA KATANA CD PLAYER - BARGAIN 
NEW INCA KATANA SE £ 
MARK LEVINSON No. 35 DAE WITH HDCD I 
MARK LEVINSON No. 35 DAC WITH HDCD 02 
TOM EVANS •EICOS PRECISION • CD WITH SEPERATE 

SUPPLY - AWESOME 
DPA ENLIGHTENMENT CX32 
PINK TRIANGLE ORDINAL DAC 
M1CROMEGA DRIVE 2 AND DAC - MINT - BOXED 
HELIOS CDS 
SHAMING CD T100 HDCD EX DEMO. 
SHANLING CD TWO HDCD (SER WEB SITE 1 
SHANLING SCDT200 SACO E DEMO. 
SHANLING SCD non SACD (SEE WEB SITE) 
MUSICAL FIDELITY A3 CD PLAYER 
MUSICAL FIDELITY ENO CD PLAYER 

SPEAKERS 
ZINGALI OVERTURE.2S BOXED/STANDS 
AUDIO NOTE AN) TEAK 
SNELI. ACOUSTICS III- WALNUT EX CONO 
SILVERADO PIANO BLACK INCL STANDS 
SMELL C LOVELY PAIR 
GAMMA PENTACORD WITH STANDS 
DECCA LONDON WITH CAST IRON HORNS 
REGA OLA BLACK 

MISC 
CABLES - Silver Arrow - Van On Hull - QED 
SOUND STYLE EQp1PMENT RACKS 
BEYER HEADPHONES 
VARIOUS IN STOCK - PLEASE PHONE 

£399-00 
02000-00 

£1.099.00 
090-00£  
249.00 

0999.00 
L 75.00 

£1 ISOM 
1150.00 

£99.00 
£80-00 

au,  
N3000 
995 no 

1.2991.5) 
999.0)) 

1.449 00 
. 

£29900 
0749 01) 
£499410 

£1 250.00 
01,650-00 
£1 1,110 00 
£2 150-00 
Ê450.00 
0)50/)) 

01.19900 
£599.00 
059900 

01.49900 
01.399 (XP 
0650.IX) 
0650.00 
£199-00 

VALVE AMP 

REPAIRS 

WWW.TUBE-WAREHOUSE.COM 

NEW 
SEE OUR NEW TUBE 
WEB SITE - MAIL 
ORDER TUBES AND 

ACCESSORIES 
DISCOUNTED 

PRICES 
GOLDEN DRAGON, SVETLANA, NOS ETC, 
OUR OWN "PRESTIGE" HAND PICKED FOR 
SOUND QUALITY PHONE 01322 281787 

NEW HIGH QUALITY HIFI *VINTAGE HIFI FOR SALE AND WANTED 

•DEM ROOM AVAILABLE VALVE AMP REPAIRS 

SEE OUR WEB SITE FOR THE LATEST STOCK SHOWROOM 
SHANLING, MICHELLE, CELESTION, QED, AUDIOQUEST, SOUNDSTYLE, ETC... 65 DARENTH ROAD 
PHONE: (01322) 281700/292391 FAX: (01322) 229908 DARTFORD 
E-MAIL: info@matrixhi-fi.co.uk WEB: www.matrixhi-fi.co.uk FREE EASY PARKING KENT DA! 1LU 

==ffl-1411 
TURBOCHARGING YOUR REGA ARM 

"Nothing less than total dynamite" HI-FI WORLD 

If you are the proud owner of any rega tonearm, you are now in the 
enviable position to transform its performance into the league of 
super arms with our modifications. The 01. structural modification 
at £75 will enable your Rega to perform at a level exceeding that of 
arms costing over £1000!! High performance rewiring with high grade 
lits wire is also offered at an additional £70 and external rewiring is 

also £ 0 further increasing the performance. 

"I have to say the Rega modifications turn this humble arm 
into a real giant killer. Gone is the rather grey, sterile sound of 
the cooking Rega. Instead, tonal colour is fresh, dynamics have 
great speed and impact, and the sound stage is huge." 

HI-FI WORLD ON STRUCTURAL MODIFICATION 

Structural modification awarded 5 star rating by 

Structural Modification - £75 
Internal Rewiring - £70 
External Rewiring - £70 
High conductivity phono plugs £20 

Slotted arm tube - £85 

WHel...1,4!;Er 
* * * * * 

For arm modifications we normally return your arm within 2 - 3 days 

"The single most important upgrade you can  

ever make to any record deck  concerns the motor 

drive...nothing can repare you for the shock of going DC. In a 
word, gobsmacking. COMMON GROUND MAGAZINE 

"It's value is nothing short of tremendous." LISTENER MAGAZINE 

"The LP12 remains a classic ...but ..upgrade kits by Origin Live 
can bring a vast improvement to it's performance" HI FI NEWS 

UNIVERSAL TURNTABLE MOTOR KIT - No one would 
blame you for bens sceptical of an easy to tit, inexpensive dc motor 
upgrade. Especially one that improves on the best of other power 
supplies costing over 4 times as much or your money back. It is simply 
impossible to imagine the level of improvement attained by eliminating 
the motor vibration that your stylus amplifies over a million times! 
Our DC motor kit offers vast improvements to all versions of Linn 
Lingo / Valhulla, Rega, Systemdeck, Roksan, Rock etc. The kits consist 
of a drop in replacement high grade DC motor and off-board 2 speed 
control box. Why not place your order now? - see web site or phone. 

Standard dc Motor Kit - £ 199 
Advanced dc Motor Kit - £339 
Ultra dc Motor Kit - £570 
Upgrade Transformer - £ 175 
Upgrade DC 200 motor - £109 with kit 

ORIGIN LIVE 
Tel/Fax: +44 02380 578877 
E-mail: info@originlive.com 

www.originlive.com 
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classifieds 

trade ads 
Dealers must not advertise in the Private Classified section. Monthly consecutive 
insertions will be considered Trade advertising. The Publisher reserves the right to judge submissions. 

Special Internet offer see page 129 for details 

PURE EARTH and dedicated 
mains (electrical) circuits design 
and installation service. Contact 

MainsDoctor 07989 200 961, 
Email: 
mainsdoctor@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: 
www.mainsdoctor.co.uk We 

install for all audio and video 
applications (Feb05(1) 

VINTAGE WIRELESS 
COMPANY LONDON 
Website: www. 
vintagewirelesslondon.co.uk 
Buy-Sell-Exchange.Vintage wire-
less and classical audio. Repairs, 
spares, restoration, modification 
to all valve equipment. Quad II, 

Leaks etc, shipped worldwide, 
best prices, call us at.I 7 Bell 
Street, London, NW I 5BY.Tel: 

020 7258 3448 Fax 020 7258 
3449 Email: 
vwirelesslondon@aol.com 
(Dec04(1) 

AUDIOREPUBLIC, 78 Otley 
Road, Headingley, Leeds, 0113 
217 7294.Yorkshire's newest 
Hi-Fi retailer, stockists of Naim 

Audio, Rega Research, Conrad 
Johnson, Sugden, Dynavector, 
(cartridges and amplifiers) and 
many more. Please call for 

advice. (Oct(I) 

WOODSIDE ELECTRONICS 
LTD. Provides a repair service 
for Radford,Woodside and 
Quad valve amplification. 
Replacement boards and MKIV 
kits are available for STA Series 
amplifiers. Tel: 01758 741026 or 
Email: m.davis@virgin.net 
Web: 
http://freespace.virgin.net/m.davis 
(Dec(I) 

"AMPS" QUALITY Valve 
Amplifiers: Repaired, 
restored, upgraded. Kits 
assembled. Experienced 

Engineer. Free estimates and 
fair prices. 
Tel: 01525 756 935 
http://www.dhaen.co.uk 
/amps.htm 
Email: 

amps@dhaen.co.uk (Octl) 

WORTHING AUDIO True 

Sound Series Crossoverless 

monitors 9'6c1B efficiency, sin-

gle 8" driver, perfect for low 
powered tube (SET.) and 
solid state. Dynaudio Crafts. 

immaculate, boxed, with 

Dynaudio stands £ 1250. 

Musica Collins loudspeakers 

by Bernard Thiel & Partners 

(German) £ 1000.Tel: 
VVorthing Audio 01903 212 
I 33 or C7900 918 882 

(Oct(I) 

EAR PRODUCTS on perma-

nent demonstration, from 

the wonderful 869 to the 

rest of the range. Kora 

Explora 60 watt hybrid £450. 

Dynaudio Contours I.3's 
Mk2 £699. Harbeth Super 5's 

£1499. Restek Challanger 

£600. Omega speaker sys-
tems TSR I R £ 1199. H-Cat 
P12 £2499. Kora Equinox 

pre-amFIlier MM £995. Kora 
Hermes 96-192 valve DAC 

£1199.Tel:VVorthing Auclo 

01903 2' 2 133 or 07900 

918 882 (Oct(I) 

SILVER ARROW 4N plus - 

Pure lat silver foil air in:er-

connects and speaker cables. 

RDC Aspekt 3 tier in black, 
Editors Choice Plus, 

£3411AJdio Note CD Zero 
transport plus Ix Signature 
deck in silver £650 combo. 

Mains leads, Experience 
Filtratton £75 per lead, £ 150 

four way block.Tel:VVo -thing 

Aucbc DI 903 212 133 or 

07900 918 882 (Oct(I) 

HIGH PERFORMANCE Studio 
12 stereo decoders optimised 
for the Leak Troughline. 
Outboard unit ready to 
plug in and use. Separation 
40d134-. Output 650mV at 4k5 
impedance. Size 6"x3"x2". 
Mains Dowered. 

Tel: 01 736 798 393 (Oct(I) 

E.M.A.S. REVOX PR99 Mk11 
£650. B77 MkI £400. C22I 
£500. B710 £400. B760 £700. 
A77 MkI II £ 180. Studer A807 
£450. B67 M kll £250.A810 
£750.A80 RC VU £950.A725 
£400.A710 £450.A62 £600.Tel: 
01246 275 479 (Oct() 

DENON CARTRIDGES; DL304 
£200, DL I 03 £90, DL I 60 £85, 
DL I 10 £75, Brand new, guaran-
teed. Post free U.K. 
Orders/Enquiries to: Ian 
Harrison, 7 Mill Hill, Repton, 
Derby, DE65 6GQ.Tel: 01283 
702 875 (Oct(I) 

AMAZING CABLES! Solid sil-
ver interconnects from £ 110, 
with air/teflon insulation and 
WBT plugs. Solid silver/teflon 
speaker cables from £250. 
Fantastic performance, refund 
guarantee. 0115 982 5772 after 
7pm, Email: 
bob@skydivers.co.uk (Dec(I) 

HIFI HUT Harrogate 01423 
810 990 offering:Atacama, 
Audion, Base, Cairn, Chord Co., 
Creek, Epos, H/K, Infinity, JBL, 
LFD, Neat-Acoustics, Quad, 
Teac. Shop, stock and demo 
rooms. 80% demo's in home!! 
(Oct(I) 

AUDIOPHILE OBJECTIVE for 
New, X-Display and Pre-Owned 
Hi-Fi. Musical Fidelity, Roksan, 
Neat, Incatech, Project, Q.E.D., 
van den Hul,AudioQuest, Loads 
of goodies. Unit I 6, Allen 
House,The Makings, 
Sawbridgeworth, Herts. 01279 
724 024. Free Parking. (Dec(I) 

DENON CARTRIDGES; DL304 
£200, DL I 03 £90, DL I 60 £85, 
DL I 10 £75, Brand new, guaran-
teed. Post free U.K. 
Orders/Enquiries to: Ian 
Harrison, 7 Mill Hill, Repton, 
Derby, DE65 6GQ. Tel: 01283 
702 875 (Oct(I) 

NEW VALVE Amps; powers 
£260; matching preamp £ 190; 
other valve related goodies at 
www.audioclassics.co.uk or 
telephone 01942 257525 
(Oct(I) 

BRILLIANCE CUSTOM-Made 
audiophile cabling. Teflon insu-
lated digital, audio and video 
interconnects and speaker 
cables.'Sound/£ ratio is superb' 
HFVV Jan 04. Demonstration 
cables available. Contact Mike 
on 07963 117 341 or see 
www.brilliancehifi.co.uk (Oct(I) 

DENON CARTRIDGES; DL304 
£200, DLIO3 £90, DL I 60 £85, 
DL 110 £75, Brand new, guaran-
teed. Post free U.K. 
Orders/Enquiries to: Ian 
Harrison, 7 Mill Hill, Repton, 
Derby, DE65 6GQ. Tel: 01283 
702 875 (Oct(I) 

PAIR QUAD ESL 57s (sn 

15,000) good condition £600. 
Nackamichi Dragon £ 1200. 
Nakamichi 202/E auto-reverse 

£375. Naim Nat 01 tuner 
£1200. Linn Sondek, Ekos, 
Lingo, Cirkus,Troika (new 
rebuild) £2000. Naim Nat 03 
tuner (older style) £400. Naim 
102/180 amplifier £ 1200. Naim 
CD5 £ 1050. Nairn 112/150 
amplifier £ 1050. Naim Nait 1 
£275. Naim Nait 2 £335. Quad 
99CD-P CD player (new) £795. 
Linn Clasik Movie (ex-dem) 
£1100.Tel: 0121 224 7300 

(Oct(I) 

NAIM. BUY, Sell, Cash, 
P/xchange. Systems, part sys-

tems, amps, preamps. CD, 
tuners, power supplies, 
speakers, Sondeks, Isobarics, 
Mana etc. Tel: 01382 819 732 
(Oct(I) 

WANTED - EARLY HI- F1 
LOUDSPEAKERS 

Tannoy, Lowther, Parmeko, 
Voigt,Vitavox, RCA WE etc 

TURNTABLES 
Garrard, BBC30 I. EMT SME, 

Ortofon, Decca, etc. 
VALVE AMPLIFIERS 

AEI, EMI, Leak, Rogers, PYE 
Quad,WE etc 
AUDIO VALVES 

DA30, KT66, KT88, 
PX4,PX25, PP3/350,WE300 
CLEAR CRYSTAL SYSTEMS 

John Petrie-Baker 
Tel: 020 7328 9275 
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The most important and expensive components of a valve amplifier 
are valves and transformers. £200 or £500 for a pair of huge "push pull" 
output transformers produces good bass + lots of "inter leaved" windings for 
better high frequency and "stability". Huge £150 mains transformers gives a 
less "processed" sound. Selected "matched" set of valves cost £50 or £ 160. 
If we could achieve the same quality of sound with £10 volume control, 

£10 wires , £10 capacitor , we could have saved a lot of money ! ! ! 

Money back guarantee (less £30 UK or £100 overseas) that you prefer:-

£850 or £ 1,000 or £ 1,250 or £ 1,450 "KT88 Triode Connection" amplifiers 
to most transistor amplifiers, most transistor / valve hybrid amplifiers, 
most Single Ended valve amplifiers, most Ultra Linear valve amplifiers 
selling for £2,000 to £20,000 

£850 "KT88 Triode Connection" + high quality £350 "3 way" speakers 
to "ultra linear" valve amplifiers + £600 "2 way" and "2.5 way" speakers 

£700 EL34 valve amplifiers (40 watts + 40 watts) to most transistor 
amplifiers and transistor / valve hybrid amplifiers costing £ 1,000 to £2,000 

£500 EL34 valve amplifiers (40 watts + 40 watts) to most £700 amplifiers. 

Telephone 01634 268662 anytime or 01634 373410 for Mr Andrew Everard's 
review in Gramophone Magazine and Summary of 21 testimonials from 
satisfied customers. www.affordablevalvecompany.co.uk 

www.affordablevalvecompany.com Even our " stan 
transformers 
are Buy direct & save £££ 

Shop prices are expensive 
because of rent, rates, wages 

Free UK delivery 
Subsidised £50 UPS delivery 

to overseas countries. 

4 years of proven reliability. 
2 years guarantee. 40 watts 

+ 40watts 

Massive expensive 
"potted" 
transformers 

American - 
5670 
valves 

Expensive 
non-magnetic 
stainless 
steel 
chassis 

larger 
transformer 

• huge 
transformer 

2 or 6 
pieces 
of silver 
capacitors 

Big powerful larger 
EL34 transformer 
valve 

Upgradeable 
to £1,000 

KT88 amplifier 
+£50 carriage 
+£50 for usedvalves 

KT88 valves 
are more 
expensive 
than 6550 

valves 

,r 1 

£1,2 5 0 

£1,4 0 0 
KT88 valves 

are more 
expensive 

than 
6550 
valve 

Triode 
Connection 

Ultra Linear £850 
£1,000 £650 £ 750 

'Properly matched 
famous Svetanl 

EL34 valves 

40 watt 

WIT H DRAWN 

If an ad misleads, we're here to stamp it out. VI 
Advertising Standards Authority 

2 Torrington Place London WC1E 7HW 020 7580 5555 www.asa.org.uk ASA 
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order/index 

classifieds ads order form 
RATES - ALL ADVERTS MUST BE PRE-PAID 
Maximum length per advert is 30 words, each additional 

word is 50p extra. Telephone numbers and E-mail address-
es are treated as one word. Model numbers are treated as 
one word i.e. Quad 303 = two words. Please tick the box 

for the advert required 

Dealers must not advertise in the Private 

Classified section. Monthly consecutive 

insertions will be considered Trade 
advertising. The Publisher reserves the 
right to judge submissions 

In a rush to get your advert 

published? Why not use our 
Instant Internet Advert to get 
on our website immediately. 

Only £ 15 per week (7 days) 

SPECIAL OFFER!!! 
Book a private classified advert, and get one free, plus 

one months * FREE internet advert 
THIS OFFER OPEN TO PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY! 

*FREE internet adverts are published three weeks AFTER the 
magazine has been published 

Instant Internet Only Advert Private or Trade published immediately 

Private magazine advert plus *FREE internet advert 

Private magazine advert display black box plus *FREE internet advert 

Trade magazine advert plus *FREE internet advert 

Trade magazine advert display black box plus *FREE internet advert 

Please tick here if you DO NOT WANT your FREE internet advert 

£15 per week 

£10 per month 

£15 per month 

£10 per month 

£15 per month 

E 
E 

111 

Please write or type your advertisement copy in block capitals with one word per box. 

Please continue on a seperate sheet if necessary. 

WE WILL ACCEPT PHOTOCOPIES OF THIS FORM 

1 2 

3 4 

5 6 

7 8 

9 10 

11 12 

13 14 

15 16 

17 18 

19 20 

21 22 

23 24 

25 26 

27 28 

29 30 

Name 

Address 

Post Code 

Daytime Tel: 

Please debit my VISA/MASTER/SWITCH Card No.(Switch card issue No 

Expiry Date:  Cardholder Signature.  

1 enclose a cheque/postal order for £ Made payable to: Audio Publishing Ltd. 

Send in your private classified ads with our NEW Freepost service. No need for a stamp! 

Send this form together with your payment in an envelope marked: 

Hi-Fi World, FREEPOST LON3478, LONDON NW6 6YR 

VISA 
.1.7'" 1:1111 Armoire SWITCH 

PRIVATE Et TRADE CLASSIFIED ADVERTS COPY DEADLINES 
NOVEMBER 2004 - 8TH SEPTEMBER 2004 
DECEMEBER 2004 - 6TH OCTOBER 2004 

ADVERTISERS INDEX 

Absolute Analogue 

Affordable Valve 

Audio 42 

Audusa 

Billy Vee 

Border Patrol 

Central Audio 

Choice Hi-Fi 

Chord Company 

Classique Sounds 

Custom Cable 

DefinitiveAudio (Notts.) 

Diverse Vinyl 

Graves Audio 

Heathcote Audio 

Heatherdale Audio 

Henley Designs 

Hi-End Cable 

Hi-Fi Sound 

Hi-Fi Trading Co. 

Ian Edwards 

Ian Harrison 

Icon Audio 

Jem Shop Fittings Ltd 

KJ West One 

Mantra Audio 

Matrix 

Michell Engineering 

90 

128 

12 

24, 109 

89 

16 

120 

88 

6 

113 

115 

16 

124 

108 

115 

116 

54 

108 

122 

110,111 

97 

113 

96, 122 

107 

20 

96 

126 

40 

Midland Audio Exchange 112 

Mission BC 

Musical Fidelity 36 

Noddy & Big Ears HiFi 114 

NVCF 114 

Origin Live 16,126 

Oxford Audio 120 

Pinewood Music 113 

Retro Reproduction 107 

Sevenoaks 

27,28,29,30,31,32,33 

Soundstage 

The Listening Rooms 

The Right Note 

Trichord 

Tube Shop 

UKD 

V'Audio 

Walrus 

Weald Audio 

Whest Audio 

Williams Hart 

108 

124 

12 

40 

82 

90 

116 

10 

82 

62 

108 
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classic cuts 

LEONARD COHEN 
The Future 
1992 

T
tis is nothing less than the 
ecord upon which one 

avid Gilmour bestowed 

he honour of 'best 

record of the nineties'. 

While another worthy 

contender for this title - Jeff 

Buckley's 'Grace' - exhibits a 

deep vein of organic power 

which slaps you in the face the 

first time you hear it, Leonard 

Cohen's 'The Future' is a 

record which reveals its lyrical 

richness only after several listens, and 

contains well-wrought lines which 

hang about in your brain long after 

you have finished listening... 

Of course Leonard is also 

responsible for the high point of 

'Grace', being the author of the 

incomparable and much-covered 

'Hallelujah'. Even before Buckley's 

appropriation, the song had already 

been wrested from its owner in John 

Cales inimitable version, but it is that 

of Buckley which will now steer 

those in search of the source back to 

Cohen's oeuvre.There is much on 

'The Future' which is every bit as 

good as ' Hallelujah'. 

'The Future' came four years 

after the second of the two albums 

Cohen released during the eighties, 

the exemplary 'I'm Your Man' which 

resuscitated the Canadian poet's 

career commercially. Bizarrely CBS in 

the US had passed on its 

predecessor 'Various Positions' — 

despite it being the album which 

featured ' Hallelujah'. However the 

huge success of long-time Cohen 

backing singer Jennifer Warnes' 

'Famous Blue Raincoat' tribute album 

made them think again. Once it was 

followed by ' I'm Your Man', containing 

the Cohen versions of classics like 

'First We Take Manhattan' and 'Ain't 

No Cure For Love', CBS wasted no 

time in making his back catalogue 

available in CD form. 

Those four years between 'I'm 

Your Man' and 'The Future' gave 

Cohen the opportunity to undergo 

the difficult process of gradually 

honing the words which gives 'The 

Future' its lyrical power. He himself 

claims that the meanings of his songs 

do not reveal themselves until he has 

turned them over at length and 

refined them. Listening to the record 

there is a real feeling of exquisitely 

considered poetry, where individual 

word choices have been anguished 

over in order to generate exactly the 

desired effect for the listener. Some 

of the lyrics, such as 'The Future' and 

'Democracy' are involved and acerbic 

commentaries on the shape of the 

world, some are his customary 

elliptical odes to love and sex, and 

some are simple and witty, wry and 

resigned like 'Closing Time'. Much as 

in the case of The Smiths, anyone 

who tells you Leonard is miserable 

has only a surface appreciation of the 

man — there is much humour here. 

The major obstacle to the 

enjoyment of these lyrics can be the 

sterility of some of instrumental 

settings. Listening to the latter 

Cohen albums first could be a 

mistake — the taste is best acquired 

by understanding how Cohen's voice, 

his themes, and his musical style has 

evolved over an amazing forty year 

recording career. Although it is a 

taste worth acquiring, by the time of 

'The Future' Cohen's compositional 

tool of choice was the synthesiser, 

and on ' I'm Your Man' and 'The 

Future' you have to be prepared to 

wear some dated examples of FM 

synthesis. That having been said, this 

record does contain some fine 

playing by the cream of LA session 

men, but their work is always 

subservient to Cohen's massive 

lugubrious drawl. It seems to take up 

a huge space in the centre of the 

soundstage, and despite its technical 

deficiencies he uses it to tremendous 

effect to emote wearily with his 

phrasing. 

Like the rest of the individual 

albums. 'The Future' has never been 

given the remastering treatment. Bob 

Ludwig was worked on the two disc 

round-up 'The Essential...' but as 1 

have all the albums and have not 

extended to purchasing the 

compilation. I can't comment on how 

much of an improvement it is.As the 

catalogue resides with Sony, the wise 

approach really has to be one of 

waiting for the eventual issue of 

SACD versions. 

There has only been one live 

album and one studio album (200 l's 

'Ten New Songs') since 'The Future'. 

The good news is at the venerable 

age of nearly seventy the old buzzard 

is apparently preparing for a new 

release later this year. It will be a real 

shame when he finally gives up, as he 

is a true original, whose ability both 

to move and to amuse remains 

undiminished. PC 
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One thing that remains constant in a changing 

world is the superior sound of Linn. 

The Linn tradition is to start with the source. 

The Unidisk 1.1 universal disc player is an intelli-

gent source product that makes it simple to 

access all available disc formats, including Super 

Audio CD, CD, DVD-Audio and DVD-Video. 

It means that one precision-engineered 

product enables you to enjoy music and 

cinema in your home. Simply insert 

the disc you want to hear or see 

and the Unidisk does the rest, 

to the highest standard. 

LINN TOTAL ENTERTAINMENT. 
WE CALL IT LIFETM. 

n Products Limited. 
more information call 
i sit www. I in n..co . uk 

elpline 



Simple Perfect Sound I I IISSIDE1 

Tel +44 10) 1480 423700 
www mission co.uk 

elegante authorised dealers 

Audio Excellence, Bristol, Avon 

A N Audio, St. Neots, Cambs, 

Sevenooks Sound & Vision, Peterborough. Combs 

Hadwins Ltd, Kendal, Cumbria 

Audio Excellence, Gloucester, Glos 

David Orlon Audio Visual, Hitchin, Herts. 

Richard's AV Ud, St, Albans, Her/s 

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision, Tunbridge Wells, Kent 

Sevenoaks Sound & Vision, Preston, Lancs. 

01179 264975 

01480 472071 

01733 897697 

01539 722557 

01452 300046 

01462 452248 

01727 868700 

01892 531543 

01772 825777 

Leicester Hi-Fi Co, Leicester, teics. 

Musical Images Ltd, Edgware., Middlesex 

Martin's Hi-Fi, Norwich, Norfolk 

Creative Audio, Shrewsbury, Shrops. 

P Guildford, Surrey 

Unilet Sound & Vision, New Malden, Surrey 

Audio Designs, Horsham, Sussex 

Stratford Hi-Fi, Leamington Spa, Works 

Frank Harvey Hi-Fi, Covently, W. Midlands 

0116 2539753 

0208 952 5535 

01603 627010 

01743 241924 

01483 504801 

0208 942 9567 

01403 252255 

01926 888644 

02476 525200 

Music Matters, Edgbaston, Birmingham, W Midlands 

Audio Excellence, Worcester, Worcs 

Huddersfield Hi-Fi Centre, Huddersfieid, Yorks 

Moorgate Acoushcs Ltd, Sheffield, YDr-Xs 

Holburn Aberdeen, Scotland 

James Morrow, Edinburgh, Scotland 

Glcsgow Audio, Glasgow, Scotland 

Audio Excellence, Swansea, Wales 

0121 4292811 

01905 619059 

01484 544668 

0114 2756048 

01224 585713 

0131 2298777 

0141 3324707 

01792 474608 




