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Oppo - they're Swedish aren't they? That's a common response amongst 

journos, used to asking Oppo Sweden for the company's advanced DVD and 

then Blu-ray players. In fact they are, ultimately, a Chinese OEM (Original 

Equipment Manufacturer) of high-quality audio receivers, DVDs, Blu-ray players 

etc, serving Japanese companies like Denon and others.Their players became 

a success in the States and the company have taken the concept of a high-end 

silver disc player even further in the mightily impressive BDP- I 05D reviewed 

on p I 5 in this issue. It's quite a beast and it answers reader's 

questions about where top-quality CD replay went. To Blu-ray in this case. 

We were hoping to review another beast, Icon Audio's new valve amplifiers, 

the 200 Watt, 50kg apiece MB81s, so called because they use Russian GU8 I 

transmitter tubes. But Pickfords didn't answer the 'phone. I joke of course: in 

truth Icon audio said they needed more time to finalise the pre-production 

prototypes. Please accept my apologies if you were hoping to see a review in 

this issue after reading our Next Month page in the last issue. I sincerely hope 

we'll be firing up these amps for the next issue, but I can't promise anything 

because transformer prototyping can be a lengthy business if changes are to be 

made. It'll be worth the wait I'm sure though; amplifiers like this are rare but 

legendary in their abilities. 

Talking about beasts we haven't yet reviewed brings me onto one of the 

world's biggest domestic loudspeakers. In this issue you can read a news item 

about Tannoy Westminster Royals in a London bar and we hope to review this 

particular pair after their residency.They'll either be fully run in or destroyed 

(!), so again no promises. However, a review of this loudspeaker is a rare event, 

that we dearly hope to bring you, although you can hear them for yourself in 

any case beforehand, if you can make it to Merchants Tavern in East London. 

And finally, Cocktail Audio's all-in-one X30 impressed us greatly - see 

p5 I . It offers massive ability at a great price, even being able to turn LP to digital, so don't miss 

Jon Myles carefully crafted and comprehensive review. And, he suggests, the Acoustic Energy 103 

loudspeakers on PIS would make ideal partners. Now that's an inexpensive system of impressive 

ability, yet affordable. 

High-fidelity has some wonderful extremes and we do our best to bring them to you, even if it 

means prior negotiation with Health & Safety about the safe way to get this stuff into the office. I 

hope you like the result! 

Noel Keywood 

Editor 
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MCINTOSH MB100 MEDIA BRIDGE 
The MB100 has four USB inputs plus an eSata port for the 

direct connection of external drives. Its network port offers 

direct connection to online streaming services including 

Pandora, SiriusXM, Spotify, Rhapsody and TuneIn. 

For integration into existing home audio systems, the 

MB100 has two analogue and two digital outputs, plus it can 

be connected via USB to other McIntosh USB-enabled products. 

Users can also create two independent audio zones when using the 

The MB100 will automatically synchronise content stored on networked computers. 

The MB100 utilises the same 8-channel, 32bit/192kHz DAC as the D100 digital preamp, which is isolated from the motherboard.The 

operating system and music player are housed on an SSD.The MB100 can be controlled via an iOS or Android app, a web browser, or a remote 

control with TV interface. It is also compatible with many popular home automation systems. Price is £5,995. 

Call 01202 911886 or go to www.mcintoshlabs.com for more information. See next month's Hi-Fi World for a full review. 

e h. 
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McIntosh 

McIntosh 
Monkeys Typing 
Intelligent Design 

MEtlai SCI,DG! 

USB connection in combination with either the analogue or digital outputs. 

WIRE 
Somle offers a range of stands for TV use but featuring speakers 

installed into the stand itself to create a tidy, presentable choice 

to the normal messy conglomeration of boxes and wires. 

The Silent 1250 can handle a TV from 42" to 55" and offers 

100W of power via a 38mm tweeter, 102mm mid/bass unit and 

203mm sub. 

Bluetooth 4.0 is also included and it arrives in black or 

silver. Price is £900. 

More variants and styles via www.somle.co.uk or call 

01482 895320. 

PRO-JECT RPM1 CARBON 
Pro-Ject Audio Systems has announced the release of the RPM 1 Carbon 

turntable. 

The low-resonance chassis uses a new inverted platter bearing with 

ceramic ball for reduced rumble while the decoupled I5V AC motor is 

driven using an AC generator with DC power supply for enhanced speed 

stability.There is also a new S-shaped carbon fibre tonearm with an 

effective length of 8.6" made from carbon fibre with an aluminium core. 

The arm is supplied with a 2M Red cartridge pre-fitted.There is 

a new magnetic anti-skate system too. Available in three gloss finishes, 

black, red and white, it is priced at £325. 

Log-on to www.henleydesigns.co.uk or call for more information. 

MISSION M-CUBED 
The successor to the M-Cube surround 

sound speaker package, M3 features five 

satellites — each one small enough 

to fit in the palm of your hand 

— and a subwoofer employing a 

200mm long throw driver. 

The system includes BMR 

drivers that disperse sound 

over a 90-degree angle. 

This means that the 

little speakers 

connect 

directly to 

the user's AV 

amp where 

the original 

M-Cube 

required users to 

connect the satellites 

directly to the subwoofer. 

The Mission M3 is available now priced £699.95.The UK range 

launches in an all-black finish with an all-white version to follow later 

this year. 

Go to www.mission.co.uk for more information. 
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TAD MAD 
Technical Audio Devices Laboratories (TAD) has released its new CE I speaker which sits 

in the Evolution series. Designed and developed entirely in-house, the CE1 inherits the 

loudspeaker technology from the R I (Reference Serles). 

The speakers have the option of two different side frame colours, black or white and 

the aluminium panels are also available in either silver or grey. 

The speaker uses the CST (Coherent Source Transducer) — a coaxial driver with 

beryllium tweeter and magnesium midrange.TAD also uses a vapour deposition process 

to enhance the sonic abilities of the tweeter. The CE1 woofer uses a one-piece dust cap/ 

cone construction. 

Finally, the company uses a rigid framework of birch plywood combined with MDF 

for the enclosure, stiffened by aluminium panels on each side wall. A custom-designed 

stand is also available. Price is £ 15,995 for the speakers only. 

Call 0203 5442338 or email info@nunudistribution.co.uk for more information. 

EARTHQUAKE SUBWOOFERS 
The Multi-Room Company has added the Earthquake brand of subwoofers to its portfolio. Earthquake, 

founded over 27 years ago in California, produces a variety of subwoofer designs. 

The Multi-Room Company has chosen a number of models to feature from the diminutive 

FF6.5 front-firing 150W sub to the 600W MiniMe PI2 with its 12" powered driver and 12" SLAPS. 

(Symmetrically Loaded Audio Passive System) passive radiator. Prices include: FF6.5, £250 and the MiniMe 

P12 at £ 1050. 

Go to www.molti-room.com or ring 01242 511133 for more information. 

CREATIVE DAC/HEADPHONE AMPS 
Creative Technology has launched a new series of USB DACs and headphone amplifiers consisting 

of the Sound Blaster E3 (24bit/96kHz) and the Sound Blaster E I (almost half the size and weight but 

I 6bit/44.I kHz only). Prices are £ 100 for the E3 and £40 for the E I. 

Log-on to www.soundbloster.com for more information. 

ATLAS FLOOR SPIKES 
Machined from solid blocks of African 

Blackwood, the Atlas McCallum Isolators 

have been created to reduce the mechanical 

vibration between a speaker cabinet/stand 

and the room.Two variants are available: 

the Atlas McCallum Isolator (£ 125 for four) 

which is designed for standmount and small 

floorstanding speakers and the higher-mass 

Atlas McCallum Celtic Isolator (£400 for 

four) for larger floorstanders.The smaller 

Isolator has a mass of 20g each while the 

Celtic isolator has a larger 40g mass and 

features a nickel-plated aluminium former. For 

further information go to www.atlascables.com 

or call 0800 731 1140. 

RUARK R2 
With a slightly revised chassis, this third 

generation R2 replaces the LCD display 

with an OLED variant. On the top is an 

improved RotoDial control system that 

has been taken from the R7 model. Inside, 

apart from support for DAB. DAB+ and FM, Bluetooth allows 

streaming opportunities while a newly fitted USB port also offers charging capabilities 

for phones. Spotify Connect has also been added. Price is £ 399. 

Call 01702 601410 or log-on to www.ruarkaudio.com for more information. 

CLEAR REFLECTIONS 
The Clear Reflection interconnect cables uses a pair of Matched Propagation 

conductors, similar to those found in Clear interconnects, dielectric 

materials and two spiral shields. Single ended terminations 

use SRCA, with copper-plated outer barrels. Balanced 

terminations get the Gold XLR plugs, the same used on 

Clear interconnects. 

Clear Reflection speaker cables are based on the geometry 

of Cardas Audio's Golden Reference speaker cable, with 

refinements and improvements that include the use of Matched 

Propagation Conductors. Prices start at £899 for a I m set of 

Clear Reflection interconnects and for the Clear Reflection 

speaker cable prices start at £ 1,649 for a I.5m set. 

More information from 020 8948 4153 or at www.audiofreaks.co.uk. 
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MASS FIDELITY 
The Mass Fidelity Relay is a Bluetooth DAC that allows you to stream to your existing hi-fi set-up. 

There is no VVi-Fi set-up and no downloading of apps to control the system. 

Featuring a Burr-Brown DAC and a Cirrus microprocessor, which decodes lossless aptX, the Uni-

fi output stage provides the option of using your outboard DAC.With a five second push of the 

power button a relay switches the two RCA jacks to output a 24bit S/PDIF digital allowing you to 

stream to two outboard DACs at the same time. Price is £ 199. 

Click on www.anthemays.co.uk or call 01825 750 858 for more information. 

VINNIE ROSSI's LID 

TRON AMP 
GT Audio has announced its new Tron power amplifier offering nine watts per channel 

with 4, 8 and 16 Ohm outputs with a low noise output, alloy chassis, C-Core output 

transformers and chokes, a D3a driver stage, Electro Harmonics 300Bs,Teflon valve/tube 

bases and a valve rectified power supply. 

Available in silver and black, gold and black plus gold and red, it is priced at £6,750 

and includes a special flight case. Go to www.tron-electric.co.uk/products/view/adantic or call 

01895 833099 for more information. 

rneS.S• r 

Fed up with the built-in 

obsolescence culture 

of modern technology, 

Vinnie Rossi has produced 

the LIO under his own 

name instead of his usual 

Red Wine Audio brand. 

Using a newly patented 

(pending) power supply (using ultra-capacitors), the chassis forms a shell for a range of 

hi-fi technology variants from an integrated amplifier, DAC, headphone amplifier and more. 

The idea is that you continually add the components to the appropriate bay inside the 

chassis, which is packed with a range of inputs and outputs. Prices range from $3,180. 

Go to vinnierossi.com or email info@vinnierossie.com for more information. 

KATE KOEPPEL RECORD DIVIDERS 
Koeppel has launched a collection of laser-cut wooden record dividers aimed at 

organising media, The collection of typographic laser-cut wood panels is designed and 

manufactured by a small team of craftsmen and women in San Francisco.The range 

offers a combination of options. These include: two tab styles: horizontal tabs for shelving 

and vertical tabs for record boxes; two sizes, for 12" and 7" records; two typographical 

versions, a full twenty-six panel A—Z set for large record collections and an abbreviated 

six panel set (A-D, E-H, I- L, M- P, Q-T, U-Z) 

for smaller collections; two lettering styles, 

engraved or stencilled. Engraved typefaces are 

engraved on both sides of the divider, while the 

stencil typeface is cut right through and two 

lettering typefaces: sans serif (' Futura') or serif 

('Mrs Eaves'). 

A genre-based range is also planned for the 

near future. Prices range from £295 for a full 

7" alphabetical set and £395 for the full 12" 

set version. Go to www.soundfowndations.co.uk 

or call 01189814238 for more information 

including other design variants. 

CRYSTAL CABLE ARABESQUE 
MINISSIMO 
Toted as offering Arabesque-like speaker performance 

at a more affordable price level, the compact 

Minissimo cabinet shape was developed specifically to 

minimize sonic issues using Comsol mechanical and 

gas dynamic modeling software.The non-symmetrical 

shape eliminates parallel walls and common 

dimensions to reportedly improve resonant decay 

without resorting to damping materials. 

The lower price is achieved by adopting a one-

Piece cabinet construction, milled from a solid block 

of resin/metal matrix material.This is itself a costly 

process but dramatically reduces the time necessary 

for assembly. 

The Natural Science crossover, a new topology 

that offers non-reactive electrical characteristics, has 

also been included. 

Meanwhile, the tweeter includes a beryllium 

dome and the mid/bass unit uses a 150mm laminated 

paper cone. 

The Arabesque Minissimo by Crystal Cable is 

available in three standard colours: Pearl White, Solar 

Orange and Aquamarine Blue. Price is £9,998. 

Go to www.absolutesound.com or call 

0208 971 3909 for more information. 

for more news please see page p25 
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Oppo's BDP-105D Blu-ray player uses one of the best digital convertors going and sounds 
superb with silver discs, including CD. It puts Noel Keywood in a spin. 

111
 sing one of the world's best DAC chips, an ESS 

Sabre32, Oppo's BDP-

105D Blu-ray player 

offers high-end CD 

replay, as well top qual-

ity DVD and Blu-ray audio - and you 

can connect up a computer via USB 

to play ripped CD or high-resolution 

audio at up to 384kHz sample rate 

I found. 

For £ 1000 that's a whole lot 

of ability, plus there's a lot more I 

haven't yet mentioned. 

Are there limitations? Turns out 

there are. 

Not only does the BDP-I05D 

play almost all silver discs, including 

SACD and DVD-A, it also has S/PDIF 

inputs, optical and electrical, so any 

external digital device, like a Mac 

Mini, MacBook Pro or Astell&Kern 

AK 100 high-resolution portable 

player, can be connected to take 

advantage of the DAC. 

Because the ESS Sabre32 has 

huge dynamic range, to exploit it 

balanced audio outputs are needed, 

so Oppo fit balanced XLR output 

sockets as well as unbalanced phonos 

of course. Multi-channel audio is 

down-mixed to these outputs. 

That's the audio side covered 

in basic outline, but there's more. 

Playing DVDs and Blu-ray video and 

audio discs, the BDP-105D decodes 

10 11141 WORLD DECEMBER 2014 
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all video disc audio formats, especially 

DTS HD Master Audio and Dolby 

TrueHD. It outputs video's audio 

stream digitally through HDMI to 

a receiver, and in analogue form 

through phono sockets in seven 

channels, plus subwoofer, for a legacy 

seven-channel receiver with analogue 

inputs, or any other set-up.There 

are no analogue video outputs, only 

HDMI digital.All the same, there is 

on-board video adjustment, as well 

as optional processing via Darbee, so 

whilst the Oppo doesn't have legacy 

video it does have copious modern-

day video processing ability. 

The front panel has only disc 

play functions, The remote control 

is therefore an essential item, even 

to change inputs, so best not to lose 

it down the back of the settee.And 

like many A/V products you navigate 

via on-screen menus; there are no 

secondary displays on the player, 

so a TV or video monitor must be 

connected and switched on, except 

when playing CDs or SACDs. 

Able to play Netflix and Vudu, 

this player is also internet savvy. It 

has an RJ45 network socket and 

auto-detects new firmware versions. 

I updated to latest version IOXEU-

75-0515 before testing or using the 

player. It sees UPnP media servers 

and saw EyeConnect on my Mac 

(OS: Mavericks) and Windows Media 

player on my PC (OS: Windows 7), 

although seeing the Mac took some 

prompting at times. It sees the iTunes 

library, which means no FLAC, only 

WAY and ¡Tunes formats but that 

does mean high-res lossless too. 

And it will read files from a 

memory stick, music, video or picture 

files, from one front panel socket for 

short term sneakernet use, or two 

rear sockets for long-term storage. 

Unusually, the user manual doesn't 

say what formats are recognised 

"support for content is on a best 

efforts basis". Eh? The user manual is 

available on-line and you can find this 

in p43. More later. 

After measurement I used the 

Oppo at home, and also in our office 

listening room, in two quite different 

systems. At home I ran it through 

a Marantz SR802 receiver driving a 

six channel system, with two Martin 

Logan Electromotion electrostatics 

up front, two surround speakers 

and two backs.Alternatively, with 

volume control active it ran a WAD 

300B valve power amplifier running 

the Electromotions in a stereo 

system. At work the Oppo's volume 

control was also used, allowing it 

to connect directly to a pair of 

Quad 11-eighty power amplifiers 

driving Tannoy Kensington Gold 

Reference loudspeakers; Quad 

QMPI monoblock power amplifiers 

run through balanced cables was an 

interesting alternative, but I did not 

try it, because there was too much 

else to run through. 

1 mention all this partly to 

illustrate that with on-board volume 

control (built into the Sabre32 
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confirms this in a note on p21.I got 

silence when playing back ' I 92s', like 

Otis Redding's 'Otis Blue' (24/192) 

from my Astell&Kern AK 120 portable 

player via its optical digital output. 

This was an unexpected limitation. 

The question then arose: would 

it play 24/192 WAY and FLAC files 

from a memory key? It did, playing 

test files perfectly. It also plays DSD 

files with .dff and. dsf file extensions. 

This is a peculiar inconsistency: via S/ 

Internally the BDP-105D reveals its complexity. A screened toroi-

dal mains transformer (bottom, left) provides power and the disc 

transport mechanism sits at centre. The ESS Sabre32 chip is a 

small square block nestling at centre of the right hand circuit 

board. 

chip) and XLR outputs swinging a 

full 4V (as well as phonos swinging 

a conventional 2V) the Oppo can 

drive any power amplifier in a stereo 

system, so can be used as a high-

quality stereo source, as well as an 

equally able Blu-ray player, or just a 

high quality CD player. It mixes down 

multichannel to stereo of course. 

Now to a few small funnies 

and limitations. Under test I found 

PDIF it won't play top resolution files, 

but from a memory key it will. 

So on to USB - and here it 

became even stranger. Oppo quote 

I 92kHz sample rate but our UK 

player signalled to my MacBook Pro 

(OS: Mavericks) it accepted 384kHz 

sample rate - and it did! The Sabre32 

will work up to this rate, so its 

powers have been fully exploited via 

USB.There are no file limitations, 

"The Oppo's major aoility is to 
play a most eve -y silver cisc out 
there with supero sounc 
cuali-y" 
the S/PDIF inputs went silent when 

fed I 76.4kHz or I 92kHz sample 

rate digital, odd since this is not 

a limitation of the Sabre32 and 

electrical S/PDIF, at least, always 

works to I 92kHz these days. 

Unfortunately, on the BDP-I05D 

it does not and the user manual 

as long as the music player in use 

can play them but I could not get 

sound when playing DSD files (.dff 

and . dsf) with Simple Audio player 

and Audirvana, even though the 

Oppo saw a 358.2kHz sample rate 

PCM input from my MacBook Pro, 

indicating it was getting a high-

DECEMBER 2014 11 
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That this is a high resolution audio player is underlined by its balanced XLR outputs on the rear panel. 

There are two memory stick USB mass storage sockets, one HDMI input and two HDMI outputs, one 

streaming native DSD. Note also eight multi-channel audio outputs. 

resolution data stream. It may just 

be it was detecting a high rate DSD 

stream, flagging it erroneously as 

PCM.Whatever - I got silence over 

USB although the Mac was playing, 

connected headphones showed. 

Other small limitations to be 

aware of are that the video side 

inevitably has regional management 

and ours was a Blue-ray Region 

B/DVD Region 2 (Europe) player, 

not a USA/I player.Also, although 

DVD-A discs are played, HD DVDs 

are not. SACD discs are played, in 

full multichannel form and output 

over HDMI2 can be set to DSD for 

a receiver that can process DSD, or 

PCM for a receiver that cannot. Note 

that internally the Sabre32 processes 

DSD from SACD discs and outputs 

it via the rear panel analogue audio 

outputs, so you get the quality of the 

Sabre32 here - and measurement 

showed excellent figures from an 

SACD test disc. 

IN USE 
In use I found the remote control 

a mixed bag. It has a good Direct 

button that switches off internal 

video processes and sends a black 

signal over HDMI so there is no high-

frequency (data rate) info on the R, 

G and B data lines. It has a strong 

back light for the buttons too and 

audio functions are conveniently in a 

line at top. 

The remote was just-about 

legible in low lighting. Some of the 

user-interface behaviours were odd: 

why step through a menu with the 

Audio selection button, for example, 

when up/down buttons on a joy 

stick are purposed for this and used 

elsewhere? 

I started out playing a Blu-ray I 

know well, John Meyer's Where the 

Light Is' and stopped immediately: the 

picture was too contrasty. Switching 

WHO ARE OPPO? 
Oppo are No9 in China's mobile phone market, I read in EE Times. This piqued 
my interest. But they also make Blu-ray players and - now - high-end planar 

magnetic headphones, PM1s. So who are Oppo and how come they make 
'mobiles as well as hi-fi? 

Oppo is a brand name used by Chinese OEM manufacturer BBK 

Electronics, said to rival Sony for manufacturing capacity with a workforce of 

12,000 - not small then. Helping explain why their BDP-105D Blu-ray player 

reviewed here is such a sophisticated product; they have purchasing power and 

they have been making product for a wide range of Japanese high-end brand 

names for a long time. A company like this has it all - except a brand name. So 

BBK invented Oppo. 

The Oppo mobile phone division is based in China. However, the Oppo 

DVD player division is based in Mountain View, California, putting it into close 

contact with the invaluable U.S. market. This explains why U.S. magazines and 

consumers are more aware of the brand and this player than we are in the UK, 

and also why the BDP-105D has an ultra-high quality audio DAC on-board, the 
respected Sabre32 is manufactured by ESS, also of California. 

That unravels a few mysteries, I hope, about who exactly Oppo are, and 

why/how they produce some fascinatingly exotic audio products. 

As an aside - mobile phones and audio may seem odd bedfellows, but 

perhaps not. Our Rohde&Schwarz UPV audio analyser is in fact purposed for 
testing mobile phones, whose audio must meet international audio standards. 

Phone manufacturers, including Apple, have to take audio quality very seriously, 

in meeting international standards, and they use Rohde&Schwarz analysers 
because testing with a UPL (or UPV) is part of the standard. 

So Oppo bring up a world of inter-connectedness in consumer electronics. 

We may never have heard of them but in the background they are a big player. 

video to 'straight through' cured this 

and I got on with listening. 

SOUND QUALITY 
The qualities of the Sabre32 were 

very obvious when spinning Carlos 

Santana's 'Supernatural' DVD-Audio 

disc (24/96).The Sabre is smooth yet 

deep, in my experience of it, and 'Put 

Your Lights On' immediately reflected 

this, being easy on my ear from the 

smooth almost silky flow to notes 

from Santana's guitar to the full-

bodied sound of the Latin American 

percussion accompanying him.There 

was a subtle sense of air around the 

vocals from ' Everlast', helping bring 

an extra sense of dimension to the 

song's setting. In all this struck me as 

about the best I had heard the song, 

and following tracks all benefited 

similarly, sounding more atmospheric 

than I had ever heard any of them 

- and less digital. 

Digital glare and jitter were down, 

and subtle nuances more apparent: 

the whole was easy yet natural. I've 

not spun my DVD-As through a 

Sabre32 before and this showed me 

yet again just how good a DAC it is, 

bringing out the best from digital by 

suppressing all those properties that 

act against it. 

Does it work as a high-quality 

CD player? It certainly does. 

Interesting was the fact that even old 

discs were less hashy and confused 

than I know them from other players: 

Gerry Rafferty's 'Time's Caught Up 

On You' from 'On a Wing & a Prayer', 

an early I 6bit DDD from 1992, 

revealed this, sounding as if it had 

been digitally cleaned to become less 

confused and more focussed. But 

here I encountered another issue: 

treble level was fully supported and 

very strong. I wanted to reach for a 

'slow' filter of the sort you get on 

12 DECEMBER 2014 
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Audiolab's M-DAC, but there isn't 

one.The Sabre32 comes with fast 

and slow filter options built in but 

Oppo don't enable this 

feature: they use fast, which 

gives a better measured 

result, but can sound a tad 

lacerative with old CD. Slow 

reduces time domain ringing 

and zingy treble, and is 

subjectively preferable with 

CD 1 feel, as do many others. 

Oppo are missing a trick 

here. 

Spinning Purcell's 'Rondo 

from Abdelazer' on SACD 

was gripping: the organ 

sounded vast, the notes 

were well formed, as if the 

organ pipes themselves 

were in my lounge, and 

trumpet at centre was big 

and bold, and also rock 

stable - another property of the 

Sabre32 I've detected before through 

my Martin Logan Electromotions 

that in themselves have razor sharp 

imaging and can illuminate jitter, or 

lack thereof.1 was almost shocked by 

the sheer scale, smoothness, depth 

and dimensionality of the BDP-

105D.This great performance was 

carried on through endless SACDs: 

choral works like 'Canticum 

Canticorum' placed the choir 

in an atmospherically open 

space, accompanying strings 

were smooth and wonderfully 

separated, one from the other. 

Replay from memory stick 

was also great fun, because 

there was no file faffing: the 

Oppo just got on with playing 

WAV. FLAC and DSD without 

murmur. Blood Sweat and 

Tears in DSD (.dsf) playing 

'Spinning Wheel' placed David 

Clayton Thomas clearly in 

front of me: trumpets and 

trombones had power and 

presence in the room and 

images were again superbly 

outlined.The Oppo has scale 

and 1 suspect this is attributable to a 

good on-board power supply, 
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CONCLUSION 
This is one of the best digital players 

I have ever heard. It's Sabre32 DAC, 

which my ears tell me has been very 

well implemented, gave devastatingly 

good sound quality - so much so that 

I'll likely be getting one to replace 

my much used and loved Cambridge 

Audio 650BD universal player. 

The Cambridge also plays it all 

but the Oppo is a step up sound-

quality wise, a generation ahead - and 

in front of the DAC pack generally, 

with the arguable exception of 

Audiolab's Sabre32 equipped M-DAC 

and Q-DAC, but they don't play 

video or SAC D. 

Inability to play I92kHz sample 

rate files through S/PDIF is a little 

strange, but often they will be 

transferable to a memory stick, 

and then they will play, so there is 

a work-around to this limitation. 

Similarly, inability to play DSD over 

USB can be worked around in the 

same manner: use a memory stick. 

Such drawbacks are minor I feel 

against the player's major ability: to 

play almost every silver disc out 

there, with superb sound quality. 

So if you're looking for an 

ultimate player of just about anything 

- this is it. It's as simple as that! Low 

price is an extra. 

MEASURED PERFORMANCE 
Using the Oppo BOP- 105D as a DAC, 

frequency response with 192kHz sample 

rate PCM digital from a LaCie USB key 

(memory stick) extended to a very high 

90kHz, so Oppo have opted to use the 

Sabre32's 'fast' filter. Similarly, running 

the same file from a MacBook Pro via 

USB gave the same result, so the player 

FREQUENCY RESPONSE, 192k 

DISTORTION, 24bit, -60dB 

w 

.116 1/si. Ido t 

has enormous analogue bandwidth, as 

high as possible from 192kHz sample 

rate. 

Interestingly, the Mac showed, on its 

Audio/Midi console ( in Utilities), 352.8kHz 

and 384kHz sample rate options, usually 

only available through an I2S link, and 

at these output sample rates from the 

Mac the Oppo played perfectly, but it 

does not of course alter the analogue 

bandwidth of a 192kHz test file. You must 

record at these sample rates to be able to 

benefit from them, and 384kHz is way off 

the consumer map at the moment. 

The S/PDIF inputs, electrical ( coaxial) 

and optical, accept 96kHz sample rate 

data maximum, a peculiar limitation, 

especially via the electrical connection 

(optical is often limited to 96kHz by the 

TOSLINK optical receiver unit). Analogue 

bandwidth extended to 46kHz (- 1dB) 

through these inputs. The problem here is 

not performance related, it is that playing 

192k invokes a "no play" scenario ( i.e. 

silence) from the player, and this is best 

avoided. Play of 192kHz sample rate 

data via S/PDIF electrical is common 

nowadays, so this limitation of the BDP-

105D is baffling, and in stark contrast to 

its ability to play 384kHz via USB. 

With 24bit data, distortion at -60dB 

was as low as it can get at 0.015%, 

but the Oppo outputs from the Sabre32 

direct to XLR and this is what the ESS 

DAC can do. Dynamic range ( EIAJ) 

measured 123dB and this is also exactly 

as expected from a Sabre32 properly 

implemented. It is a very high figure, only 

bettered when two Sabre chips are used, 

one per channel, with all eight channels 

paralleled. So this player fully realises the 

potential of the Sabre32 and should fully 

convey its excellent sound. 

With SACO, measured performance 

was equally impressive. Analogue 

bandwidth extended to 40kHz (- 1dB) 

and distortion was a very low 0.018% at 

-60dB, right on par with 24bit PCM code: 

the BOP- 1050 gets the best from SACO 

discs. 

Measurements from the BOP- 105D 

are as expected from a Sabre32 DAC, 

meaning they are as good as it gets 

when one chip is used, and well beyond 

rivals. That puts this player in the top 

league, measurement wise. However, 

there are inconsistencies, inability to 

accept 192kHz sample rate PCM data via 

its S/PDIF inputs being mejor. NK 

Frequency response 
Separation 
Noise 

Distortion 
Dynamic range 

4Hz-90kHz 
113dB 
122dB 
0.015% 
123dB 

OPPO BDP-105D 
£1050 

0110110£ 
OUTSTANDING - amongst 
the best 

VALUE - keenly priced 

VERDICT 
Fabulous sound quality and 
great versatility make this a 
superb player. 

FOR 
- sound quality 
- plays most silver discs 
- plays files, inc DSD 

AGAINST 
- no 192k S/PDIF 
- awkward input control 
sequences 
- no OSO over USB 

OPPO Digital UK Ltd 
+44 ( 0)845 060 9395 
www.oppodigital.co.uk 
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The new Ultra Silver Dan Worth, Hifipig.com 

Audio products 
designed to combat 
phase distortion 

'In short, I can honestly say the Tellurium Q Bla 
Diamond interconnects and speaker cable are the 
ery best leads that I have ever had in my system." 

Tony Bolton, Hi Fi World 2014 

»NM 

HiFi Pig Review 

locic-Cricamo 

"The top end was clearly beyond what the K2 [Audioquest] had 
to offer me and I was really trying to hear something that 
presented itself to me which would lead me to believe that it 
was a bit over the top, harsh and spitty but it just didn't 
happen. A true increase in perceived bandwidth was shining 
through with strings giving small nuances of reverbs that I 
hadn't heard so well articulated before" 

"Nordost-with-substance" 

hind out why more and more people are talking aboufTellurium Qproducts. 

You do not have to believe all the incredible reviews, just test our products for yourself against anything else in 
the same price range and hear for yourself the tangible difference. 

www.telluriumq.com +44 (0)1458 251997 



REVIEW 

sical Energy 
Acoustic Energy's 103 entry-level floorstanding loudspeaker promises big sound from a 

compact cabinet. Jon Myles finds it a star performer. 

T
he 1 series is Acoustic 
Energy's new entry level range 

of loudspeakers — comprising 

a standmount, centre channel, 

subwoofer and the floorstand-

ing 103. 

AE makes no bones about the 

fact that the 103s were designed with 

smaller rooms in mind — hence features 

such as the front-firing slot port to 

make close-to-wall positioning a viable 

option. 

That brief also accounts for 

relatively compact dimensions, the 103s 

measuring 85cm tall and I9cm wide. 

If you're challenged for space then the 

Acoustic Energy's should prove no 

problem. 

The driver complement has 

trickled down from Acoustic Energy's 

more expensive 300 series, with two 

hard-anodised 110mm aluminium 

mid/bass units allied to the company's 

proprietary 28mm soft dome tweeter. 

The vinyl-wrapped cabinet has a 

sloped baffle to aid time alignment with 

slightly tapering side walls to break up 

internal standing waves. 

The grilles attach magnetically so 

no ugly fixing points are visible if you 

choose to leave them off. 

On the rear is a single pair of 

sturdy, gold-plated 'speaker binding 

posts so bi-wiring is out — probably a 

sensible option in this sector of the 

market. 

Colour options include ash, walnut 

or a high-gloss white vinyl wrap. 

Entry level it may be but the overall 

fit and finish belies the I03's modest 

£550 price tag. Little design touches like 

the tasteful aluminium surrounds setting 

off the drivers add a touch of class to 

the overall look of the package. 

SOUND QUALITY 
Engineering an affordable floorstander 

is inevitably a matter of comprise.The 

more money you spend on the drivers 

the less there Is for the cabinet and 

vice-versa. 

Here, Acoustic Energy seem to have 

got the balance just about right. The 

sound is clean and precise with a good 
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Evander Holyfield, 
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The world's greatest sounding music 
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REVIEW 

deal of detail on offer. 

More impressively the 103s have 

a sense of scale that similarly priced 

standmounts would struggle to 

match. 

Choral works such as Arvo 

Part's De Profundis' are portrayed 

with appropriate gravitas, the music 

swelling into the room with all the 

necessary atmosphere and occasion 

this haunting piece demands. 

The effect is helped by the 

fact the AEs image exceptionally 

well. Positioned some 6 feet apart 

and with a slight toe-in they threw 

out a wide soundscape, the music 

extending beyond the far edges of 

the 'speaker baffles and also having 

height and depth. 

That gives live music a 

wonderfully natural feel. John 

Coltrane's 'One Down, One Up Live 

At The Half Note' sees the musicians 

anchored in their own space with the 

drums, saxophone and bass clearly 

delineated stage right and left, This is 

a slightly rough and ready recording 

but has such zest and energy through 

the AE 103s that those deficiencies 

are quickly forgotten. Instead 

Coltrane's band sounds lithe and 

nimble throughout. 

Try something a little more up-

tempo and the 103s show they can 

latch onto a rhythm well. lmelda 

May's 'Love Tattoo' is punched out 

with verve, the walking bass lines 

coming over as rich and full-bodied. 

If anything there's a touch of 

mid-bass bloom to the sound which 

subjectively gives the impression of a 

little extra heft in the lower registers. 

That's useful as 'speakers of this size 

are never going to produce earth-

shaking bass — but what is there does 

have a fulsome quality. 

Spin the Chemical Brothers' 

'Block Rockin' Beats' and you don't 

get to feel the very lowest octaves 

but the 103s dig deep enough to give 

a suitable club-like feel to the track. 

Essentially, though, the overall 

sound is extremely smooth and 

the soft dome tweeter unruffled. 

It doesn't have quite the bite and 

leading edge definition of metal-

domed or ribbon varieties — but nor 

does it have the tininess or sting 

that some of these display. 

The tweeter's easy-going nature 

adds a degree of sophistication 

without sacrificing significant detail. 

That helps soften the lacerating edge 

of some less-than-perfectly recorded 

CDs such as Oasis's ' Definitely 

Maybe'. Noel Gallagher's guitar work 

still has sufficient bite and attack but 

doesn't pierce your ears as it can on 

some lesser 'speakers. 

This even-handed nature brings a 

great presence to the likes of Sinead 

O'Connor's 'Sean Nos Nua' where 

the singer's haunting vocals are rich 

and resonant — her changes of pitch 

and subtle phrasings ringing out clear 

and true above the understated 

backing. 

With an 88dB sensitivity the 

Acoustic Energys will also go loud 

with relatively modest amplification 

(see Measured Performance). I 

started off using them on the end of 

Cocktail Audio's combined streamer/ 

music server/amplifier with its Class 

D output stage and it managed to 

drive them to neighbour-bothering 

levels with ease in Hi-Fi World 

Towers large listening room. 

Paired together and you have the 

basis of an eminently listenable hi-fi 

system for around £ 1,300. 

Push the 103s really hard and 

they do start to display an element 

of boxiness, the cabinets starting to 

thrum along with the music to an 

extent. But, to be fair, you have to 

really crank the volume before that 

happens — and in the sort of space 

the Acoustic Energys are designed to 

be used in, that's hardly likely to be a 

consideration. 

Suffice to say they will easily go 

loud enough for most people without 

hardening up, losing their composure 

or throwing their toys out 

the pram. 

They'll also do it in 

an eminently enjoyable 

and musical manner which 

some 'speakers costing a 

good deal more would fail 

to match. 

Added to that, they 

image extremely well, 

have good detail and 

don't need masses of 

power to reach decent 

listening levels. 

CONCLUSION 
The Acoustic Energy 

103s have a degree of 

sophistication and all-

round musical ability that 

belies their entry-level 

status. 

A well-engineered 

balance which gives a 

rising low-frequency lift 

adds a lot more depth and heft 

to the sound than their size might 

lead you to expect. 

Some might crave a little more 

bite to the treble, but in the final 

analysis the I03's smooth, uncoloured 

and tonally rich nature is likely to 

have you listening longer. 

Factor in their fine build quality 

allied to an elegant-looking cabinet 

and they are something of a bargain 

at just £550. 

MEASURED PERFORMANCE 
Our frequency response analysis shows 

the 103 has a slight roll down in upper 

mid-band output to the crossover point 

at 3kHz, just enough to soften out the 

sound a tad, without removing detail. 

FREQUENCY RESPONSE 

Green - driver output 

Red - port output 

+20 

+10 

dB 

o 

-10 

-20 — 

-30 
20 100 lk 20k 

IMPEDANCE 

When full output is maintained around 

3kHz it can make for harshness with bad 

recordings. 

The treble unit is a small + 1dB 

above median output, just enough to 

ensure treble is subtly obvious rather 

than overtly strong. Similarly, bass rises 

slowly but progressively toward low 

frequencies, so the 103 will not lack 

bass and will have body to its sound as 

well. The slot floor port peaks at 50Hz so 

produces low bass, but subsonics are 

unlikely. 

Impedance measured 8 Ohms 

overall. The impedance curve is relatively 

flat our analysis shows, making the 

103 an easy, unreactive load. With a 

respectable sensitivity value of 88dB 

sound pressure level from nominal Watt 

(2.8V) of input the speaker will go loud 

from 60 Watts or so. 

The Acoustic Energy 103 has been 

careful tailored to give obvious but not 

excessive bass and treble. It is smooth 

and uncoloured, and quite sensitive too. 

In all areas it measured well and should 

give good subjective results. NK 

ACOUSTIC 
ENERGY 103 
LOUDSPEAKERS 
£550 

eeeee 
OUTSTANDING - amongst 
the best 

VALUE - keenly priced 

VERDICT 
Big, uncoloured sound with 
plenty of detail. Ideal for 
smaller rooms. 

FOR 
- good bass 
- excellent stereo imaging 
- modern, compact design 

AGAINST 
- some might like more treble 
bite 
- nothing else at the price 

Acoustic Energy 
+ 44 ( 0)1285 654432 
www.acoustic-energy.co.uk 
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Heritage, tradition and timeless styling meets 
41,2„ 

innovation and pioneering audio design. 

To experience Prestige GR in all its grandeur, please contact your nearest dealer: 

The Audio Works 
14 Stockport Road, Cheadle 
Cheshire, SK8 2M 
T: 0161 428 7887 
E: sales@theaudioworks.co.uk 
W: www.theaudioworks.co.uk 

Hi-Fi Corner 
1 a Haddington Place 
Edinburgh, EH7 4AE 
T: 0131 556 7901 
E: sales@hificorner.co.uk 
W: www.hificorner.co.uk 

HiFi Guy 
Oakwood Cottage, Church Lane 
Guestling, TN35 4HU 
T: 01424 839824 / 07734 436180 
E: dave@hifiguy.co.uk 
W: www.hifiguy.co.uk 

tannoy.com 

Heatherdale Audio Ltd. 
Worthing 

West Sussex, BN14 7SU 
T: 01903 261213 / 532085 
E: heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com 
W: www.hifi-stereo.com 



A SUPERB WORLD DESIGN HD3S HEADPHONE 
AMPLIFIER IN THIS MONTH'S GREAT GIVEAWAY! WIN 

H
ere's your chance 
to win the superb 

World Design HD3S 

headphone amplifier 

we reviewed in our 

September 2014 issue. 

Read the excerpt below and answer 

the questions at the end. 

"The World Designs HD3S uses 

output matching transformers to 

feed headphones and is fitted with 

a volume control. Priced at £499 

for the kit, or £659 for a pre-built 

version as used in this review, HD3S 

is the latest version of the World 

Designs headphone amplifier. It 

features an aluminium case in place 

of the steel of the previous model. 

It is also equipped with internal 

dip switches to select output 

impedance to match a wide variety of 

headphones. 

The single-ended circuit design 

uses two ECL 83 triode-pentode 

valves (one per channel).A large 

toroidal transformer supplies 

the power and two Ell output 

transformers drive any load from 16 

Ohms to over 300 Ohms depending 

RULES AND CONDITIONS OF ENTRY 

- ONLY ONE ENTRY PER HOUSEHOLD 

- MULTIPLE ENTRIES WILL BE AUTOMATICALLY DISQUALIFIED 

- PURCHASE OF THE MAGAZINE IS NOT A PRE-CONDITION OF ENTRY 

- NO CORRESPONDENCE WILL BE ENTERED INTO 

- THE EDITOR'S DECISION IS FINAL 

- NO EMPLOYEES OF AUDIO WEB PUBLISHING LIMITED, OR OF ANY 

COMPANIES ASSOCIATED WITH THE PRODUCTION OR DISTRIBUTION 

OF THE PRIZES, MAY ENTER 

COMPETITION 

upon how the dip switches are set. 

Volume is set by an ALPS Blue Velvet 

potentiometer. 

The fit and finish of the casework 

(measuring a compact 220 x 310 

x 85mm; w/d/h) is excellent with 

touches, such as the precisely 

engraved World Designs logo and 

the heavily chromed volume control 

knob, ensuring that this product 

looks considerably more expensive 

than even its pre- built price tag 

would have you believe." 

For a chance to win this great prize, 

just answer the four easy questions 

on the right. Send your entries on 

a postcard only by December 5th 

2014, to: 

December 2014 Competition, 

Hi-Fi World magazine, 

Studio 204, 

Buspace Studio, 

Conlan Street, 

Notting Hill, 

London W I 0 SAP 

entries will be accepted on a postcard only 

QUESTIONS 

[I] The case is made 
of - 

[a] wood 
[b] steel 

[c] brass 
[d] aluminium 

[2] The valves are - 
[a] ECC83 

[b] ECC88 
[c] ECL 83 

[d] EF80 

[3] Compatible 

phones are - 
[a] 16-300 Ohms 

[b] 8 Ohms 
[c] 12 Ohms 

[d] 4 Ohms 

[4] The Alps poten-

tiometer is a - 
[a] Green bean 

[b] Blue lagoon 
[c] Blue Velvet 

[d] Red dawn 

SEPTEMBER 2014 WINNER: ORTOFON QUINTET BRONZE CARTRIDGE 
Mr. Philip Good of Leeds, West Yorkshire 
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MtIntosh 
LEGENDARY PERFORMANCE-

ESTABLISHED 1949 

MODEL SHOWN: 
MHA 100 

MHP1000 I headphones 
by McIntosh Laboratory, Inc 

Why you should buy the MHP1000: 

• The MHP1000 headphones have the same superior 
sound characteristics as McIntosh speakers so you can 
intimately enjoy your music. 

• The smooth, full bodied, non-fatiguing response is 
easy to listen to and allows you to hear new facets of 
your favourite songs. 

• The closed headphone design isolates outside noise 
and distractions to foster a fully immersive personal 
listening experience. 

• The ear pads and headband are a premium, natural, 
soft leather for luxurious comfort. 

• Lightweight design and minimal pressure used 
to secure them on your head permit long, relaxing 
listening sessions. 

• The McIntosh designed headphone driver is 
engineered to work with any current or legacy 
McIntosh headphone amplifier. 

• Detachable Cables Included: One 1 meter with 
3.5mm stereo connector and one 3 meter with 6.3mm 
stereo connector. Both cables have gold plated custom 
designed connectors. 

MCINTOSH MHP1000 HEADPHONES 

Retail 

£1,995.00 

0% Finance*: 20% deposit, then 

£133.00 x 12 months 

MCINTOSH MHA100 HEADPHONE AMPLIFIER 

Retail 

£4,995.00 

0% Finance*: 20% deposit, then 

£133.20 x 30 months 

'subject to status Er conditions 

0 0 World Class I Audio Systems 

t I 01202 911 886 hournemouth store 

t I 01592 744 779 glenrothes store 

'W www.jordanacoustics.co.uk 

1 



Award-winning dancer 
by Usher 

The newest member to the Dancer family, the 

Usher Mini-Two DMD speaker, has proven to 

be worthy of the Dancer name, having won a 

major award shortly after their debut. For those 

who don't have the space or budget for the bigger 

Dancers, but prefer a self-contained floor-standing 

system that will still engage you in your music 

like few others can at this price point, the Dancer 

Mini-two DMD is most certainly the answer and 

solution to your prayers. Call or e-mail Jordan 

Acoustics to find out more. 

Retail price 

£3,950.00 

0% Finance*: 20% deposit, then 

£131.67 x 24 months 

'subject to status & conditions 

MODEL SHOWN: MU-S0 

naim 

USHER 

MODEL SHOWN: 

USHER MINI-TWO DMD 

mu-so wireless music system 
by Nairn 

Mu-so is Naim's first wireless music system. Finely 

tuned by Naim's specialist engineers in England, its 

powerful audio brain delivers the most exceptional 

quality in sound, commanding 450 watts of 

power through six custom-designed speakers to 

create an experience of music that has to be heard 

to be believed. Its advanced yet simple to use 

connectivity includes AirPlay, UPnP"' streaming, 

Spotify Connect, Bluetooth (aptX), iRadio, iOS 

and Android app control and multiroom capability. 

Call or e-mail Jordan Acoustics to find out more. 

Retail price 

£895.00 

0% Finance available* 

On most models 
•suhject to status Er conditions I Naim only available from our bournemouth store. 

Grab a bargain I See our latest list of 
pre-owned equipment 

visit our web site: 

www.jordanacoustics.co.uk/used-equipment.html 

or scan the qr code (shown right) 



REVIEW 

Yamaha's retro 
revival 

C
ast your mind back to the 
late 1980s, when many 

Japanese manufacturers 

were offering integrated 

amps with inbuilt I 6-bit 

DACs to exploit CD, DAT 

and pre-DAB digital broadcasting 

technologies that never really took 

off in the UK. On first appearance, 

the £560 Yamaha A-S701 amplifier 

featured here could easily have been 

mistaken for a product of that era; 

our review samples aluminium front-

age has even been finished in the 

then-trendy black (silver is available 

as an alternative). 

The styling is retro in other 

respects, with the Yamaha trademark 

rectangular control knobs harking 

back to '70s classics like the CA-

I 000.The A-S701 doesn't have 

that 1973-vintage unit's switchable 

pure Class-A mode, being first and 

foremost a complementary Class-AB 

design based around paralleled pairs 

of Sanken power transistors capable 

of delivering up to I 00Watts RMS 

Martin Pipe goes back to the future with Yamaha's 
versatile A-5701 integrated amplifier 

per channel into eight-ohm loads. 

There are, however, plenty of other 

gizmos to play with. 

Tone controls? Yup, they're 

here. So too is that 'Yamaha special', 

a continuously-variable loudness 

control.This gives the user full 

manual control with a central 'flat' 

position claiming neutrality. The idea 

is that you adjust the volume to a 

level you're happy with and then 

rotate the loudness control for what 

you consider to be the most tonally-

balanced sound. 

However, the treble and bass 

controls (with 10dB of cut or 

boost) also influence presentation. 

Tone controls are arguably useful 

as they can tame bright-sounding 

recordings and/or bass-heavy 

speakers. Unfortunately, they can also 

fundamentally compromise sound 

quality. 

With this in mind,Yamaha 

gives you the ability to defeat such 

gadgetry.There are in fact two such 

modes. One, 'Pure Direct', switches 

out the tone and loudness controls. 

The other, 'CD Direct Amp', bypasses 

both the tone controls and the input 

selector providing a more direct 

route for the CD input. 

The A-S70 I also gives you plenty 

of connections. On tap are three line 

inputs as well as separate inputs for 

CD and tuner. Oh, and Yamaha has 

made provision for a turntable.The 

relevant phono input is suitable for 

MM or high-output MC cartridges. 

And then there's the A-S70 I's 

on-board DAC. Its PCM-only coaxial 

and optical inputs will go all the way 

to 24-bit!I 92kHz courtesy of a Burr-

Brown PCM5 102A DAC. 

No USB input is offered alas. In 

output terms,Yamaha has catered for 

two pairs of speakers (both, either or 

none can be active) and headphones. 

Those with smaller bookshelf-type 

speakers will appreciate the A-

S70 l's ability to connect a powered 

subwoofer. Other features include 

power-saving auto stand-by and 

remote control. 
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REVIEW 

SOUND QUALITY 
A lot of Yamaha gear from the '70s 

and 'I30s can, if it has been looked 

after, still sound good today. By and 

large, the A-S701 continues this trend. 

Sources included a Squeezebox 

Touch, playing music stored in FLAC 

form on a SD card, and my faithful 

Linn LP I 2/Basik/Ortofon 540 MkII. 

A Chord DAC64 was used as a 

reference DAC for comparison, 

everything being heard through 

Acoustic Energy AE 109 speakers or 

Sony MDR- I R headphones. 

First up was a Hungarotron 

CD rip containing Béla Bartók's 

'Contrasts for Violin, Clarinet and 

Piano' as performed by Dénes 

Kovacs, Miklós Szenthelyi and Zoltan 

Székely.An old ( 1970) analogue-

sourced recording it may be, but 

the A-S70 I managed to convey this 

jazz-influenced chamber work with 

rich tonal colour and intimacy. fhe 

third movement, which borrows 

from the rhythms of Bulgarian folk 

music, is propelled along convincingly. 

That was with the Yamaha's onboard 

DAC. Switching to the Squeezebox's 

analogue output coupled perceptible 

coarsening with a slight blurring of 

the stereo image. 

The brief of the 

DAC was to improve 

the sound of multimedia 

devices and Yamaha have 

clearly fulfilled that goal. 

However it failed to 

match the sheer musical 

delight that the A-S70 I 

managed to deliver 

when our DAC64 was connected 

between the Squeezebox and the CD 

line input. Here the music acquired 

an organic flow that excited yet at 

the same time remaining natural. 

You don't want to use the tone 

controls unless you have to, though. 

Even when they're in their central 

(i.e. neutral) positions, their mark is 

left.The solid Mini-Moog bassline of 

Quincy Jones's 'Razzamatazz' sounds 

better-defined and more controlled 

with them taken out of circuit. At the 

same time, a higher-end 'tizz' - most 

noticeable with percussion - becomes 

less evident.With more complex 

music ( Beethoven's '5th Symphony', 

DG/Kleiber/Vienna Philharmonic) the 

soundstage is more natural and 

subtly-detailed. 

The phono stage doesn't 

reach the heights that Yamaha 

scaled in the era when musical life 

revolved at 33rpm. It lacks bass 

depth although timing and energy 

are evident. Presentation veers 

towards brightness, and some of 

the more delicate musical elements 

are smoothed over. But records are 

certainly enjoyable and what we have 

here is a viable vinyl 'starting point'. 

CONCLUSION 
As an amplifier, the A-S70 I cannot 

be criticised. It strikes a sensible 

balance between connectivity, user 

convenience and sound quality. At no 

time did it sound strained, even with 

orchestral climaxes. During the final 

stages of this review,1 compared the 

A-S701 with Roksan's K2BT. 

The latter turns in a more 

musical performance - but isn't as 

well-featured as this Yamaha and is 

dearer.That puts the A-S701 into 

context: it does a lot and it does it 

well, at an affordable price. 

MEASURED PERFORMANCE 
The Yamaha A-S701 produced 135 Watts 

into 8 Ohms under test and a massive 

240 Watts into 4 Ohms, so this unit has 

plenty of power. 

Distortion in the midband 

FREQUENCY RESPONSE 

DISTORTION 

0.2 

MIIIIIMI1111111111 

n•QUenty Mr 

measured a minuscule 0.003% and at 

high frequencies little more, just 0.005% 

at 1 Watt and 0.02% under full output 

(-1dBV), into 4 Ohms. There was little 

sign of distortion at all output levels, our 

Rohde&Schwarz UPV analyser showed, 

as output was gradually increased. 

The electrical S/POIF digital input 

worked up to 192kHz and distortion at 

-60dB was a low 0.05% with 24bit digital 

code. The limitation appeared to be 

output stage noise, but the Rec output 

returned the same result, so may have 

been DAC noise. EIAJ Dynamic Range 

was good at 113dB, but not exceptional. 

The optical input receiver accepted 

192kHz sample rate data — a plus point 

— and frequency response extended to 

63kHz with this sample rate. 

The MM phono input exhibited 

a slow fall off in bass, due either to 

insufficient 3180pS EQ gain, or the 

influence of a warp filter Yamaha have 

included, that introduced a useful - 13dB 

warp attenuation at 5Hz. The phono 

stage will have a lean sound as a result. 

Switching Direct out and increasing bass 

using the Bass tone control just about 

managed to counter this. However, the 

tone controls affect the midband more 

than extremes and weren't especially 

well tailored for subtle adjustments. 

The A-S701 is powerful and 

distortion free, so should have a crisp 

yet smooth sound. Both S/PDIF digital 

inputs work up to 192kHz sample rate, 

but there's no USB. The phono stage is 

adequate, but will sound a tad lean. NK 

Power 

CD/tuner/aux. 
Frequency response 
Separation 
Noise 
Distortion 
Sensitivity 

Digital 
Frequency response 
Separation 

Noise 
Distortion 
Dynamic range (EIAJ) 

Disc 
Frequency response 

Separation 

Noise 
Distortion 

Sensitivity 
Overload 

135 Watts 

14Hz-71kHz 
92dB 
-99dB 

0.009% 
240mV 

4Hz-64kHz 
92dB 

-112dB 
0.05% 

113dB 

35Hz-20kHz 
85dB 

0-811dB 
.0o 
4mV 
57mV 

YAMAHA 
A-S701 AMPLIFIER 
£560 

EXCELLENT - extremely 
capable 

VERDICT 
A successful balance of 
today's technology and 
yesterday's styling, Yamaha's 
A- S701 is a good all-rounder. 

FOR 
- plenty of connectivity, both 
in and out 
- good overall 
sonic presentation 
- remote control and other 
practical features 

AGAINST 
- tone controls (thankfully 
switchable!) 
- missing its predecessor's 
record- output switching 
- no USR port 

Yamaha 
+44 ( 0)844 811 1116 
http://uk.yamaha.com 
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teem, cieggitiler. 

Our NEW 111B 90 MK Ilm KT120 
115 Watts pure valve power 

LDT Low Distortion 

Tertiary Transformers 

Pictured with optional 11 Full Music6SL7. Parid Shaw CV18Igp Mug Sol A[150 and Jensen Copper foil in paper and oil audio capacitors 

Valve power for bigger speakers! 
The new design techniques enables the manufacture of outstanding loudspeakers for the larger room with hitherto undreamt of performance. Rut these complex 

speakers are often a difficult load and power hung); putting them out of reach of many traditional valve amplifier designs. Many valve amplifiers are relatively 

low powered and will struggle to &firer the required current. Transistor power comes very cheap with excellent specifications on paper but often fails to deliver 

the degree of enlightenment hoped for. We know this from the many phone calls we get that people who have already "bought the T Shirt" and find that long-

term listening is disappointing. The new Russian super-strong KT150 valve gave us the opportunity to design a power amplifier of outstanding quality and power 

from only four audio valves. Our unique in-house designed and wound LOT transformers have the capacity to fully deliver the musical energy generated in this 

remarkable valve. Amongst our biggest mono block amplifiers. They are ideal for someone wanting a fast dynamic sound, but without a fatiguing mechanical 

quality. Both big power supply and big output transformers are requisite. The new KTI50 has caused a storm in the hi fi world, with 50% more power than the 

KT88. 11 enabled us improve the sonics, power, distortion and reliability. An excellent alternal ire to a solid state transistor amplifier. the MR90 11m will deliver 

the finest detail of modern recordings in a more satisfying way or present jazz and rock music uilhout harshness or tizz. 

Two Amplifiers in One. The importance of Triode 

The triode sound is preferred by many hi fi fans, but the power is always lower. Ignored or neglected in the past we give equal priority to the triode function so 

the full quality is maintained. With our UL/Triode switch you can change from 100 watts to 55 watts of pure triode sound at the flick of a switch. 4 Ohm loading 

is also given equal priority enabling lower impedance speakers to give maximum performance without compromise. 

Now with "Easy Bias" Meter 

We think of our amplifiers as musical instruments. Like a piano needs occasional tuning, big amplifiers need the bias checking. This way you can be sure of 

100% performance all of the time. Now made very easy with our "easy bias" meter. If the pointer is in the "black" it's correct! Also useful to check i f your valves 

are worn and how much audio power you are using. Long term performance is important to us and this useful aid will take the guesswork out of maintaining 
your amplifier. 

Our new series of "Low Distortion Tertiary" output transfOrmers are the best we hare ewer made. enabling us to redure global feedback by about 10%. . 11I our amplifiers are designed and finished in Leicester. IlOrranty and smite is done by 

the engineers that designed them so you can be sure ()flog terni performance. Re incinerate a "standby" witch in order to priori the ralres during warm up. . 111 of our amplifiers are hand made using "point to point" soldering without 

using printed circuit boards. Ile are conrinced this sounds better. It dons for reiy easy seniring. upgrades and modifications. High quality components are used throughout including silver plated PITE audio ruble 5C11 capacitors audiophile 
resistors. loudspeakers of nominal impedance between 3 ohms and 10 ohms mar be used with Wilfully no reduction in power or quality. .4 choke regulated power supply adds richness to the sound quality that silicon derires alone are unable 
to do. In short we hare rreased an amplifier of en-Meal flexibility and quality which retains the qualities traditional of traditional design and peiformance. Bespoke upgrades «addle including silrer/copper capacitors, nitres and design. 

www.iconaudio.com sales@iconaudio.com 

From £2,899 (inc IA i4. Upgradeable See also our similar ST60 Illm integrated amplifier and other award winning amplifiers on our website 

&QM 44kiketer 0116 2440593 Leicester UK 



NEWS FEATURE 

Westminsters 
in Shoreditch 
Noel Keywood visits a new London bar where audiophiles can 
delight in the sound of Tannoy's giant Westminster Royal Gold 
Reference loudspeakers driven by some serious valve amplification 

IF rom one end of town to 
the other - Westminster to 

Shoreditch. Someone has 

installed a pair of massive 

Tannoy Westminster Royal 

horn loudspeakers, in latest 

Gold Reference form, at a restaurant./ 

bar in Shoreditch, East London. It was 

in fact Paul Noble, Creative Director 

of Spiritland and a serious audiophile 

who loves Tannoys. Somehow he 

managed to persuade Tannoy to lend 

him a pair of their biggest speakers 

- and when I found out I got down 

there sharpish, arriving on opening 

night. 

Spiritland is a music residency at 

Merchants Tavern bar/restaurant and 

will be there for three months,'til 

I st January 2015. Dis play differing 

music selections every evening so 

you can get to hear these unique 

and monstrously large loudspeakers 

anytime, a rare occurrence as there 

are very few on demo in the UK. 

We borrowed a pair some years 

ago, for demo at an audio show in 

Manchester and it took three men to 

move each one because they weigh 

I38kgs (304 lbs) - oh, and they cost 

£28,000. 

But the real point of interest is 

the compound horn loading used for 

the I5in Dual-concentric drive unit. 

There is a rear horn, explaining why 

the cabinet is so large, and there's a 

midrange horn in front of the cone, 

clearly visible in our picture. Loading 

a huge I5in bass unit with a rear 

horn moves air like a Rolls Royce 

Trent engine and whenever I've heard 

the Westminster it shook my body 

with its low frequency power. This 

is a loudspeaker that can produce 

seismic events. 

Add in a 

concentric horn-

loaded front tweeter 

that fires directly at 

listeners and you end 

up with an intense 

experience. 

I had a hankering 

in Merchants ravern 

to put on some 

music with cojones 

and LUrfl the volume 

up but, as Paul 

pointed out, this was 

a bar where people 

wanted to talk, not 

be battered into a 

pulp. 

All the same, 

the big Tannoys, carefully mounted 

on plinths to put the treble horn just 

above heads so treble would carry, 

sounded good. 

Wisely they are driven by valve 

amps, in this set-up a pair of Canary 

Audio M500 power amplifiers with 

300B output tubes, supplied by 

Definitive Audio. 

Music comes from vinyl as well 

as tape - and there's digital. 

So if you want to see and hear 

a pair of Tannoy Westminster Royal 

Gold Reference loudspeakers, get 

yourself over to Shoreditch, a now-

trendy area of East London, and 

enjoy a beer or a meal in front of a 

great sound system. 

SPIRITLAND AT MERCHANTS TAVERN 
see http://spiritland.club/for full details. 

ADDRESS 
Merchants Tavern, 
38 Charlotte Road 
Shoreditch, 
London EC2A 3PG 

Nearest tube: Old Street, 
Norrhern Line. Its a few 
minutes walk away, but take 
a map, or phone with GPS 
maps, cos the area is busy 
and labyrinthine. 

— 111111111111111110111.1fflimem"— 
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enes V-12 incorporates the 
same design and engineering that have made SME a byword for excellence. 
Coherent inucioal control is held uvei lite entire frequency range in terms of tonal quality, 
stability and stereo imaging. Startling dynamic range, neutrality, structurally inert, the Series 
V-12 embodies every worthwhile feature in a pick-up arm. The 12 inch tone-arm is 
pressure die-cast in magnesium complete with an integrated headshell to 
eliminate tone-arm resonances in the audio spectrum and offers a 27% 
reduction in maximum angular error distortion over 9 inch models. 
Listening; the benefits of minimal tracking 
error and harmonic distortion 
are clearly revealed. 

"The best pick-up arm in the world" 
SME LIMITED • STEYNING • SUSSEX • BN44 3GY • ENGLAND • TEL .44 (0)1903 814321 • FAX .4-4 0)1903 814269 • vvvvw sire ltd uk • sales ,“ srne ltd uk 

seakerplug51, 
The Home of DIY Hi-Fi 

e 

Product of the Month 
KLE Innovations 
Harmony RCA Plugs 

Keith I 

1 1-.4 

How do you make the best even better? 

The KLE Innovations Harmony RCA Plugs is 

the answer! Designed and produced by the original 

inventor himself, KL Eichmann as an upgrade to his 

revolutionary Bullet Plug design. 

SPECIAL LAUNCH OFFER: 
ORDER NOW to recieve a FREE set of Oyaide MWA-RC anti vibration caps 

worth £ 15 with ALL KLE Innovations orders placed by 31st October, 2014. 

More New Products Coming Soon 
FREE UK DELIVERY ON ALL ORDERS 

www.speakerplugs.co.uk 
ALL ORDERS PLACED BY 2pm SHIPPED SAME DAY 

sales@speakerplugs.co.uk 07732 271030 
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LETTERS & EMAILS 

visit our webs-ire or www hi-fiworld.co.uk or 

send your emails to letters@Pd-Fiworld.co.uk. 

Letter of the month wins a pair of KEF 0100 

loudspeakers. 

Answers by: NK - Noel Keywood; PR - Paul Rigby; TB - Tony Bolton; 

MP - Martin Pipe; HB - Haden Boardman; RI - Rafael Todes; 
RA - Rod Alexander; JM - Jon Myles. 

LETTER OF THE MONTH PRIZE 

KEF (1100 LOUDSPEAKERS 

or more advice see Letters from ear er issues at www.hieverld.ce.ukiletters 

A pair of KEN100 loudspeakers are on their way to 
Letter of the Month winner in our November 2014 

HRIS LLOY 
í 

Letter of the Month 

"My main CD player is now a Rega Apollo- R. Not only is it a great player, but it has a really sim-

ple drive mechanism" says Rob Nichols. "Then invest your money in a separate DAC". 

LESSONS IN HI-FI 
You published a letter from me a 

couple of years ago, asking for advice 

on upgrading. Since then my system has 

changed and I thought you might be 

interested in the lessons I've learnt on 

the way. 

On a small budget, get the best 

standmount speakers you can find. I 

learnt this by accident. I'd started down 

the tower speaker route but couldn't 

resist a pair of Heybrook HB Is on 

eBay for a fiver.They were meant for 

a second system in my study. They 

ended up replacing my TDL RTL2s as 

my main speakers and I haven't looked 

back since. I think you need to pay 

serious amounts of money (£ 1000+), 

to get tower speakers that will give you 

the insight and depth of a half-decent 

standmount speaker. I shudder to think 

how much I'd have to spend to find 

tower speakers that will better my 

Spendor S3/5R2s. 

If you only have a few hundred 

pounds, buy the best integrated 

amplifier within that budget For 

example, for f500 you can easily find 

a decent integrated amp but even on 

eBay you'll be either skilled or lucky to 

find a pre/power combo that will be 

of the some quality. I'm still amazed 

how much better my Audiolab 8000S 

sounded compared to the pre/power 

combos I'd previously cobbled together 

via eBay. 

The easiest way to get a pre-

amplifier on a tight budget is to buy an 

integrated with a power amp output 

I've now got a pre/power combo that's 

better than my Audiolab 8000S on its 

own. I bought o Beard P35 Valve power 

amp on eBay recently. The combination 

of 8000S as pre-amp and P35 is 

streets ahead of the 8000S on its own. 

Sure, a dedicated pre-amp should be 

better but that can wait until I have the 

budget 

If you want to buy new, look for 

equipment that is just about to be 

superceded by a new model. I bought 

my Audiolab 8000S just before the 

8200A was released. OK the 8200A 

may be better but you won't get one 

new for less than f300, like you could 

for 8000Ss at the time.That is, until the 

model that will replace the 82004 is 
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LETTERS & EMAILS 

about to be released. 

Invest in a dedicated phono amp. 

I enjoy owning and playing LPs but for 

most of my systems CD has been my 

main source.The thing that made LPs 

sing for me was getting a decent phono 

amp. The amp that opened my eyes 

was a small battery-operated Sony MM 

Cartridge Equalizer EQ-2. I saw it on 

eBay for £20 and thought I'd try it out 

The difference was remarkable. My 

records all became more enjoyable over-

night I've since moved on to a Trichord 

Dino which I like as it gives me a lot of 

freedom with cartridge choice, as well 

as being a cracking amp. 

Stand alone DACs are great I used 

to just have one digital source. I now 

have three. Investing in a decent multi-

input BAC is an effective use of your 

money when you are on a tight budget 

It can add clarity and richness to so 

much of your system without breaking 

the bank. It also reduces the need for 

ports on your amplifier. One of the 

things I've liked about my 8000S is the 

number of inputs but now l only use 

two (BAC and Turntable). My Peachtree 

DAC-IT has pride of place at the core 

of my system. 

The most fragile part of a 

CD player is the drive. CD draw 

mechanisms can be complicated and it 

is likely this will fail before anything else 

in the box. So I now believe there are 

two strategies to use when selecting a 

CD player. 

First strategy: buy a second-hand 

CD with a decent transport Ensure it is 

so cheap that you can afford to replace 

it easily if the drive fails. My personal 

favourite is the Sony CDP X8 920/930. 

They can be bought for £20-£30 on 

eBay and have a really good drive 

mechanism. 

Second strategy: buy a CD player 

with a really simple but effective drive 

mechanism. My main CD player is now 

a Rego Apollo-R. Not only is it o great 

player but it has a really simple drive 

mechanism. Then invest your money 

in a separate BAC which will have o 

minimum of moving parts and should 

lost as long as your upgrade cycle. 

The best accessories are high-

quality power cables. For me, the 

most impressive demonstration at this 

year's Bristol Hi-Fi show was IsoTek's 

demonstration of the difference good 

power leads and a mains conditioner 

make to a system. Following that I 

bought a selection of IsoTek and MCRU 

mains leads and this has been one of 

the most cost-effective upgrades to 

my system that I've made. Good inter-

connects make a difference, but the 

If you want a bargain BAC, based on the ESS Sabre32 chip, an 

Audiolab Q-DAC is Noel Keywood's favourite, 

place to start is getting a good mains 

signal. Once that is sorted, you can start 

on the interconnects. 

Rob Nichols. 

Hi Rob. Fascinating that after all that 

experimentation, courtesy of eBay, 

you should rate mains leads as the 

most important accessory. Musician 

and contributor Rafael Todes may 

well agree as he places a lot of 

emphasis on these components, that 

otherwise raise deep scepticism 

amongst many. 

You forget to mention the 

crucial pick-up cartridge... I hope 

yours is from Goldring because 

all 1000 Series cartridges are a 

superb beginner's choice. Nagaoka 

cartridges like the ultra budget MP-

I 10 are also good, and this may well 

appeal to your eBay sensibilities. 

Then there are the Ortofon 2M 

series cartridges. Battery powered 

preamps avoid hum loops of course 

but are rare. 

On the subject of DACs, 

Audiolab's Q-DAC is a great 

budget choice as it has fabulous 

performance and sound, plus a great 
filter set, all for £400. It is a digital 

bargain and superb for top-quality 

CD, hooked up to a half-decent 

CD player with digital output.The 

Q-DAC's ESS Sabre32 chip has 

powerful on-board jitter elimination 

and suppresses repetitive-pattern 

digital noise that's audibly detectable 

and subversive to good sound quality. 

NK 

Hello Rob. Bargains can certainly 

be had on eBay.You can if you're 

not careful succumb to the dreaded 

bidding wars - especially for 

'fashionable' items - and end up 

paying a lot more than is necessary. 

Set a limit - and go no further. 

From over thirty years of personal 

experience,1 can fully-understand 

your appreciation of buying second-

hand.That way, you can - with care 

- end up with a decent-sounding 

system for surprisingly little outlay. 

My system has at various times 

come from second-hand or charity 

shops, pawnbrokers, adverts in local 

papers, Exchange and Mart or Loot 

and various jumble and car boot-

sales as well as eBay. Also add to 

this list events like the Tonbridge 

Audiojumble featured in this issue. 

Reviewer Martin Pipe thinks Rob Nichols may well be inter-

ested in a Teac CD-P8OONT since it plays CD and can rip them 

to a digital file format too. 
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You can find many bargains there - 

and even more if you're handy with a 

soldering-iron and test equipment. 

Another draw of such events is 

that almost everyone you meet will 

be an audiophile and/or music lover. 

On a different note, why not 

consider transferring - with the 

aid of a computer - your CDs (in 

lossless form, natch) to a solid-

state player that can drive your 

DAC? You won't need to worry 

about failing drawer mechanisms 

or lasers and your full collection 

will be a few button-presses away. 

Particularly-recommended is the 

Teac CD-P8OONT reviewed in the 

last issue (this will also play any 

newly-acquired CDs you haven't had 

a chance to ' rip') MP 

Hi Rob. It sounds as though you 

have had a thoroughly good time 

exploring the different avenues that 

hi-fi has to offer, and at an affordable 

price. 
I am in full agreement with you 

about the importance of getting the 

mains supply correctly sorted out. 

Even only 20 years ago, the majority 

of houses only had a television, video 

player, table lamps and the usual 

basic kitchen appliances plugged into 

the mains. 

Nowadays it is loaded with 

the noise of the switch-mode 

power supplies that seem to power 

everything from the fridge to our 

TVs as well as all of the chargers 

that seem to have become an 

inescapable part of modern life. 

Add in the noise that computers 

make (most houses having more 

than one such device nowadays) 

DECT phones, wi-fi, computer 

game consoles, etc, and this results 

in the modern mains supply now 

being very noisy.This is why mains 

filtration is now a vitally important 

part of any system. 

Try plugging your TV and 

DVD into a filter as well.The 

improvements should include 

better and more even colour and 

texture with sharper definition of 

the edges and shape of the images 

and with less bleed around the 

shape of movement. Basically you 

should see a visual description of the 

improvements that you have already 

heard in the sound of your system. 

TB 

hi-fi bug is back! Previously I had a 

bi-amp set up with an Arcam A22 

integrated and an Arcam P35 power 

amp driving my PMC FB1s, source 

Naim CD5 with Flat Cap 2. Having 

rediscovered my love for all things 

two channel I have just purchased 

another P35 power amp, the idea 

being to use my integrated as a pre-

amp until I can afford to upgrade to 

o dedicated pre in the future. 

Having read through my Arcam 

manual I have become aware of 

the facility to use my power amps 

as mono amps and use each one 

to drive a speaker each, still in a 

two-channel set up.This is where my 

confusion begins. I understand a link 

bar needs to used in the audio out of 

each power but I don't understand 

how each power would connect to my 

integrated/pre as there is only one pre-

out? 
I get the whole daisy chain thing 

but you would need to use the line 

out of the power to link up the second 

power, this would then prevent me 

connecting the link bar - so now very 

confused! 

I believe the mono set up 1 am 

seeking is known as vertical bi-amping, 

as opposed to the horizontal set up 

I had previously. It would seem to 

me that there are even greater sonic 

benefits to be had with this set-up, 

particularly low end as each speaker is 

being driven by greater power, what do 

you think? 

I would appreciate any advice you 

can give me as I am really keen to 

get this set-up but concerned about 

damaging something! Also in terms of 

future pre-amp upgrade, what would 

you suggest? 

Kind Regards, 

Dan Broomfield 

81-AMP MONO AMP QUERY 
I have just returned to my hi-fi following 

a long break and what can I say - the 

ARCAM P35 

power amplifier 

IN 

An Arcam P35 100 Watt power amplifier that 

Dan Broomfield wants to use for " vertical 

bi-amping". 

Hmmm, yes. I have just downloaded 

the Arcam P35 manual and it is a 

bit confusing but after a bit of head 

scratching, I got it.You must remove 

the link from its storage position 

and insert it into the Right and 

Left output sockets.These are (I 

presume) feed-throughs from the 

input sockets, so inserting this link 

effectively connects Left and Right 

inputs together, mono'ing the amp. 

It means you can use either input 

socket. Left or Right, to connect to 

one channel of your pre-amplifier. 

One loudspeaker output then 

goes to the treble section of your 

loudspeaker and the other output to 

the bass section. 

Both Naim and Arcam make pre-

amps you may want to consider. Or 

use what we choose to use, a Music 

First Audio passive magnetic pre-

amplifier.These are fabulously neutral 

and widely admired - and rightly so. 

NK 

CARTRIDGE CHOICE 
The core of my system comprises 

Michell Orbe with SME V and Ortofon 

Rondo Bronze, McIntosh MCD301 

SACO player, Mastersound PH-5 

pre-amp with Rothwell MCL step up, 

Mastersound 845 monoblocks and ART 

LEFT 

I REBLE 

,BASS 

LOUDSPEAKER 
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Deco 10 loudspeakers. 

I am extremely happy with my set-

up but age and wear has dictated that 

my beloved cartridge is nearing the end 

so I am entering into the minefield that 

is cartridge choice. I will be honest and 

admit I have no idea which direction 

to go as there are so many options 

with little chance of a home demo 

except possibly Jordan Acoustic where 

I purchased the majority of my gear. I 

have a very eclectic choice of music but 

my favourite bands are Genesis, Pink 

Floyd, Porcupine Tree, Simple Minds etc 

My question is simple - what are 

the best choices of cartridges for myself 

I have no budget or maximum price 

but ideally I would be looking to spend 

somewhere between £ 1500-£2000. 

Thanks, 

Russell Field 

Rotherham 

Hi Russell. My first thoughts are to 

stay with Ortofon since you are 

obviously very happy with the sound 

of your Rondo Bronze, Within your 

price points there are two cartridges 

that immediately spring to mind from 

their range: the Cadenza Bronze at 

£1395 and the Black model, priced 

at £ 1750. 

The current range of Ortofon 

cartridges have a colour coding to 

help the purchaser decide what sort 

of flavour they wish to have in the 

sound.The top Black range have a 

slightly softer, romantic sound which 

works very well with classical music 

and the solo voice and acoustic guitar 

types of folk music but would not be 

my first choice for playing the more 

electric guitar driven sounds that you 

mention. 

The Bronze series have an 

altogether more incisive performance 

that, to my ears, more accurately 

captures the sound of electric guitars 

and transmits the drive to the 

rhythm more effectively.This makes 

for a more exciting and involving 

listen to that style of music than 

when played through the Black range. 

As you go down the Ortofon range 

treble becomes more apparent. 

Ortofon also offer a trade-

in service, so do not dispose of 

your Rondo Bronze until you have 

contacted either your local dealer or 

the importer, Henley Designs (+44 

(0) 1235-511666 or www.henley-

designs.co.uk ) to discuss your next 

purchase.TB 

HYPERSONICS AND PHASE 
With great interest I read Andrew 

Entwistle's letter. More specifically his 

The Music Music First Audio passive preamp. Although unpowered 

the internal transformer provides +6dB gain. This preamp is 

fabulously neutraL 

comment, your elaborate response 

and reader Paul Gladwell's reaction on 

hypersonics. Being a scientist myself I 

am always displeased with seemingly 

complete technical answers that explain 

why you cannot hear what you hear 

and that the observed differences all 

come down to snake oil. Remember 

these were the kind of answers that 

explained that Red Book CD was the 

best we would ever need, why there is 

no difference between cables, why the 

quality of components, their mechanical 

support and the type of soldering does 

not really matter, etc. 

My own vision on the subject is 

that, in most of such airtight answers, 

it seems to be forgotten that a large 

majority of important parameters are 

left out altogether. If one considers a 

hi-fi system or any component as a 

transfer system for waves, than it is very 

easy to grasp why most of the standard 

measurements (frequency range, cross-

do not take into account the temporal 

part of the wave dynamics. The point 

is that all sound to be reproduced 

or recorded con be analysed into an 

infinite series of in-phase sine waves. The 

ability to transfer these waves without 

time dependent phase shifts will then 

discriminate between good and bad 

equipment.This is described by the so 

called phase transfer function, i.e. the 

amount of phase shift per frequency 

(you must be familiar with that Noel, 

as electrotechnical engineer). The wider 

the zero shift (or constant shift plateau, 

the better the equipment). I'd imagine 

that what is needed is the time auto-

correlation function of that phase 

transfer function. You can easily imagine 

that mechanical vibrations for example 

reduce the width of the transfer plateau. 

Let me give an example that 

convinced me a long time ago, back in 

the eighties. My ex-father in law was 

radio engineer at the Belgian Radio 

"Best choices of cartridges?" The top Ortofon Cadenza Black 

range have a slightly softer, romantic sound which works very 

well with classical music, says Tony Bolton, or you can choose 

the Bronze for guitar-driven sounds. 

over, harmonic distortion, dynamic range) 

ore important but insufficient to qualify 

a component or a system (something we 

know for a long time already). 

The problem with the usual 

observables is that they are static and 

and Television service and quite a good 

engineer he was (he is happily retired 

now). We wonted to compare a regular 

Philips cassette tape with a top-notch 

TDK cassette. What my ex-father in law 

did was to look at the Lissajous figure 
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Rudi Deblieck explains that a Lissajous figure on an oscillo-

scope can be used to reveal phase errors. If you want to see a 

demo of this technique, go to You Tube - it's useful for engineer-

ing students. 

on an oscilloscope, having the input 

sine wave on x and the playback head 

signal on y. That was very revealing: up 

to I 0-1 SkHz the TDK tape would show 

a relatively undistorted, time stable 

Lissajous figure whereas the Philips tape 

above S kHz became quite distorted 

and above 10kHz it became also time 

unstable. This was a first indication for 

me that phase transfer was important. 

Therefore one can easily imagine 

that the importance of hypersonics 

lies in the wider stable phase transfer 

plateau that will accompany it. This 

is bound to give audible differences. 

Moreover, if one Fourier transforms 

the phase transfer function, one gets 

the impulse response function. This 

represents the time domain spread of 

an infinite sharp pulse (expected to be 

better for a HF transfer system), which 

is going to be audible as the level of 

acuteness of the reproduction of for 

example, the hit of a drumstick or 

the plucking of a string or the hit of a 

cymbaL Again, a system with broader 

than necessary frequency range will 

most certainly be able to cope with such 

pulses and give a better time resolution. 

What I'd basically suggest is that 

measurements should more focus on 

the useful phase transfer measurement 

of components, cables and complete 

sets. A very good example according 

to me is the jitter measurement that 

you currently do with the Rhode and 

Schwarz test to discern between digital 

components, as jitter comes down to the 

time base precision of the analogue part 

of the digital signal (again phase shifts). 

I would like to hear your comment 

on this phase transfer/impulse response 

approach. In the meantime I send an 

updated picture of my current set-up, 

that is now completely Audio Note, with 

very high-quality speakers. The whole 

set-up was built and adapted by my 

friend and high-end guru Edwin Maas 

and it sounds beguilingly natural. It is 

currently one of the best rated hi-fi 

systems in the Netherlands of which the 

top four are all Audio Note, btw. 

Finally, let me congratulate you with 

the splendid publication that Hi-Fi World 

is every month again. It is a genuine 

pleasure to read. 

Kind regards, 

Rudy Deblieck 

Belgium. 

I totally agree with you Rudy. 

Measuring phase in system 

components can be done, especially 

with two-channel analysers, but 

at the end of every system lies a 

loudspeaker and you get so many 

phase-destroying resonant systems 

and even complete phase rotations 

here it overshadows phase change 

elsewhere.True, you don't get rapidly 

changing phase, as with jitter and 

tape flutter, but loudspeaker phase 

distortion has to be judged alongside 

other factors such as box return 

energy that comes out through the 

cone — something no one talks about. 

Unless of course you see the time 

delay in phase terms — but I hate to 

think of how we could illustrate this 

and measurement would be time 

consuming and complicated I suspect. 

Audionote? Like me,Audionote 

use transformers, and you'll not 

find these very phase linear at the 

extremes of their passband.You may 

have a conceptual contradiction here! 

We would like to extend our 

jitter measurements and even 

borrow a Network Analyser to 

measure the transfer function of 

cables to see if there's anything that 

could be learned there but time 

and money tend to impose a limit 

on our ambitions and what we can 

practically do. 

You may be amused to know that 

Rohde&Schwarz are happy to lend 

us a Network Analyser, but we could 

not get an intelligent result from it 

without a week of training, and in any 

case the British Army currently are 

evaluating this analyser so unless we 

are prepared to chase a Challenger 

2 across Bovington Plain there's not 

much chance of getting it. NK 

Your letter makes fascinating reading 

Rudy. Hi-fi designers have for a long 

time understood the importance 

Rudy Deblieck's hi-fi system that uses mainly Audionote prod-

ucts. " It is currently one of the best rated hi-fi systems in the 

Netherlands of which the top four are all Audio Note" Rudi tells us. 
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"The British Army are currently evaluating a Rohde&Schwarz 

network analyser so unless we are prepared to chase a 

Challenger 2 across Bovington Plain there's not much chance 

of getting it." says Noel. 

of phase distortion. Remember 

when linear-phase speakers, which 

time-aligned the drive units, became 

fashionable? Tone controls and 

filters introduce phase shifts that 

have a subtle effect on timing and 

stereo imaging and that's why they 

should only be engaged if there's 

no alternative.And everyone who's 

ever listened to analogue tape will 

understand the importance of getting 

head lzimuth alignment correct; 

as you twiddle the azimuth screw 

images move all over the plate when 

listening on headphones, because of 

phase changes. MP 

IMPEDANCE CONVERTOR 
I wonder whether you could advise 

me about the purchase of a simple 

pre-amp. I am constructing a line-level 

crossover to go between pre-amp and 

power amps, but the input impedance 

of the power amps is only 10k Ohms. I 

could do with it being >20k Ohms, soy 

47k Ohms. This is so that 1 can choose 

component values for the crossover filter 

to avoid loading the preamp. I don't 

need selector switches, just a single 

input device to enable the impedance 

conversion. Does anyone sell boxes to 

do this? 

Regards 

Jim 7' 

Er, Jim, you stick a 37k resistor in 

front! In series with 10k this gives 

you 47k. It also gives you - I3dB signal 

attenuation unfortunately, so you pay 

a price. Either turn up volume to 

compensate or add in a gain stage. 

Obviously, you can put the resistor 

in the output of your ci ossover 

network, And try to learn and use 

LTSpice — it's free and it will sort 

everything out for you. The user 

interface is a bit weird but it will 

do all the calculations for you, once 

mastered.You will find LTSpice at the 

website of Linear Technology, who 

support it.There's a vast user group 

on Yahoo as well, where you may well 

find passive filter circuits that interest 

you. NK 

You will find 22k and 15k in series 

give you Noel's 37k and are standard 

I% metal-film resistor values - these 

can be bought 'over the counter' 

from your local Maplin store (order 

codes M22K and M I 5K). In the 

real world, though, you'll probably 

get away with a single 39k (M39K) 

resistor. MP 

1.55/9 REVIEW 
As an older American audiophile 

and part-time reviewer who grew up 

listening to many British speakers in 

my formative years, your LS5/9 review 

brought back many old and good 

memories. I lived with several sets of 

IMF speakers, Bowers and Wilkins 

DM6s (still alive and well at a friend's 

home) and Rogers LS3/5a. I still 

have strong, positive memories of an 

afternoon with a pair of Rogers L5.316 

speakers and listening sessions with the 

Spendor BC I at a friend's store and the 

larger BC3 at a good friend's home. 

But the LS5/9 brings back fond 

"Old 70s and 80s classic BBC loudspeakers refuse to fade 

away, and keep re-appearing. In spite of many improvements in 

speaker design in the intervening years there was some special 

magic in their performance" says Allen Edelstein. 
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memories of a grand month in the early 

80s spent with its older, bigger brother, 

the LS5/8. It was a powered speaker 

then, of course, bi-amped using modified 

Quad 405 amps with built in electronic 

crossovers. I eventually wrote a very 

positive review published in Stereophile, 

Indeed, it was the first time I had a 

desire for looking for o replacement 

for the DM6s. Unfortunately, at about 

$6000 they were above my means but 

that's another tale. In the LS5/8 I recall 

a speaker with BBC sound reminiscent 

of my LS3/5a speakers, but with deeper, 

way better damped bass (the LS3/5a 

is a bit of a boomer though I still loved 

them) and way less of the well known 

BBC dip. And if my understanding that 

the LS5/9 was meant to be a smaller 

speaker with the same sound as its 

older sibling then it appears that your 

review confirms that. 

That's very good so my congratu-

lations to both Graham and Spencer 

Hughes. It's obvious that, like old 

generals, the old 70s and 80s classic 

BBC designs refuse to fade away, and 

keep reappearing. In spite of many 

improvements in speaker design in the 

intervening years there was some special 

magic in their performance. It's a shame 

that the BBC development department 

is no longer with us. 

1 have to commend Graham and 

Spencer on their approach to bringing 

back the new LS5/9. Most revivals 

of BBC designs use the power of 

computers to enable reasonably similar 

commercial drivers to simulate the 

sound of original BBC designs. There's 

something more elegant and more 

correct about using a current version 

of the original tweeter and developing 

a woofer os close as possible to the 

original polypropylene device to resurrect 

an old classic. 

I contacted Graham when I first 

heard about their LS5/9 and inquired 

about the possibility of an LS5/8 revival. 

My thoughts often return to that month 

spent with that speaker. They confirmed 

they were looking at it. But they 

mentioned that it would be o passive 

design. 
I understand the commercial 

benefits of a passive design but given 

the LS5/8 history as a powered system 

and my belief that, done correctly, a 

powered speaker system is a superior 

path to take, I hope that in the future 

they will also consider a powered version. 

In the meantime thanks for the 

LS5/9 review and thanks for the 

memories. 

Allen Edelstein 

New Jersey 

USA 

You are more than welcome Allen. 

And thanks for writing to us once 

again, getting close to status as 

"Letter from America" from Alistair 

Cooke. I don't know whether you 

heard this radio programme in 

the U.S. but it was a reflective and 

eloquent view from a veteran radio 

journalist on topics in the U.S. and 

outside world. He never touched on 

loudspeakers though! 
But we all retain fond memories 

of great experiences — and hi-fi offers 

up plenty of those. Good to enjoy 

them. N 

for!) 

In "Got It Taped" in the same issue, 

Tony Bolton says Opus 3 believe close 

miking can exaggerate dynamic range. 

This runs contrary to the accepted 

wisdom, at least in classical circles, that 

it compresses it. 

Kind regards, 

Mark Hodgson 

London 

Hi Mark.The spontaneity that 

you mention not only applies to 

the classical output of the 1950s 

and early 60s, but to the jazz and 

News Sport Mother Mayor TV 

PODCASTS & DOWNLOADS 
Find a podcast by radio station or genre 

Alistair Cooke's Letter 
from America 
Rediscovered 
Highlights from lost recordings from the 1970 

and 805. 

Episodes available: 

Indefinitely ? 

Letter from America reaches Hi-Fi World courtesy of Allen 

Edelstein, and the series is still available on the BBC's website. 

Hear about why the Soviets needed soap! 

SPONTANEITY 
Your correspondent James Beaumont 

(Oct) may be unaware that many 

classical collectors prefer older 

recordings not only for the sound, as 

Tony Bolton has observed, but because 

they were often recorded more sponta-

neously; for example Istvan Kertesz's 

1963 Decca Dvorak 8th was done in 

a single take following a concert and is 

not unique. 

I can't agree with Roland Gardiner 

about leaving the tone controls turned 

up as a default (I've had the same 

discussion with my brother, but he 

listens mainly to rock which is artificially 

amplified onyway). I do believe they're 

essential, though, as not all recordings 

are created equal(ised). So I'll be 

keeping my 20-year-old Audiolab 8000C, 

rewired on your recommendation. 

John R Walsh's disappointment 

with SACDs surprised me; I have 

the Cambridge 65113D Blu-ray (you 

recommended its predecessor), and 

it gets more out of them than my 

excellent, newish CD player (XTZ CD-

100; Hi-Fi World has a lot to answer 

popular music genres of the era as 

well. Studio time was an expensive 

commodity so there was an 

expectation that a band would be 

professional enough to be able to 

perform the piece being recorded 

as though it were a live situation 

and not rely on multiple takes and 

the time-consuming and expensive 

process of editing them down 

afterwards. The briskness of the one 
day the Beatles spent recording most 

of the Please Please Me' LP was a 

typical case in point. 

Within the classical arena the 

vast majority of recordings from this 

era were handled in exactly the same 

way, recorded at a pace that would 

be unthinkable in today's world. I 

think that it does make a difference, 

in a very subtle way, to the feel of 

the flow of the music.There is a 

subliminal wholeness to the sound of 

music that has been recorded in one 

take, compared to something that 

has been built up from multiple takes. 

You are more aware of the humanity 

performing it and their interaction 
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Powerful, detailed hi-fi sound via all inputs makes the (bini I,a a worthy winnerGroup Test Winner, Hi-Fi Choice (November 2014) 

Quid celebrates 77 years of audio innovation with the launch of Vena, a compact 

integrated amplfier sporting a wide range of digital and analogue inputs, plus 

superior-quality wireless streaming over Bluetooth with aptX support. DIA conversion 

is handled by the same high-performance 24-bit/192kHz chipset used in the 

company's acclaimed Platinum CD players and, as one expects of Quid, the Class AB 

power amp section is of the highest quality. With a range offinish options to suit any 

setting, Vena is an exceptionally neat solution for superb soundfrom any source. From 

smartphones, tablets, PCs and Macs ta traditional hi-fi separates. 

o 
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IAG House, 13/14 Glebe Road, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE29 7DL, UK 

Tel: +44(0)1480 452561 Fax: +44(0)1480 413403 www.quad-hifi.co.uk 
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LETTERS & EMAILS 

with the sounds, in my opinion. 

In "Got It Taped" I merely 

reiterated Opus 3's views upon the 

effects of close miking instruments. 

TB 

SANSUI 
1 have o Sansui network streamer with 

an unusual problem. From a laptop 

I can stream WAV files via wireless 

transmission. However, the same files will 

not play back using a wired connection. 

Internet radio works fine, wired or 

wireless. WAV files play direct from USB. 

Software updates are up to date. 

The unit is out of warranty. It 

never did play WAV files when wired 

connection was used so I assumed this 

was a limitation of the player. Different 

Why won't my Sansui play WAV files over a wired connection? asks Andy. We try to solve the mystery. 

laptops with different versions of 

Windows ( Vista, 7, 8, 8. I) have been 

tried. Only recently did I try wireless and 

was perplexed when this connection 

worked with uncompressed WAV. 

NETgear cable router N2000 

connected with catSe to SANSUI WLD 

201, connections checked at both ends. 

Any advice would be appreciated. 

Regards, 

Andy 

Hi Andy.The Sansui must 'see' the 

laptop over the wired network and 

the connection is usually established 

by a DHCP server.You need to check 

its network settings to see whether 

the Sansui has the computer's 

correct 1P address or whether there 

is a problem here. Ensure the subnet 

mask is correct too.You may have 

to manually enter all this data (good 

luck!). 

Also — and perhaps first 

— interrogate your router to ensure 

it sees both the Sansui and the 

laptop on the network; it will have 

a client list on a menu. If you do 

not recognise the clients listed, 

then unplug devices to see whether 

they disappear, but you may have 

to manually update the list to see 

changes.You access your router 

by entering its IP address into a 

web browser: check the Netgear's 

instructions for this procedure.The 

default username is usually 'admin' 

if you haven't changed anything, 

with no password. A router's IP 

address is usually 192.164.100.1, 

the last numeral ( 1) varying from 

1-10. If desperate (1 have suffered 

with routers over the years!) try 

incrementing one at a time from 1 to 

10. 

Then you must check Windows 

to see whether it is set to connect 

to a network and also whether a 

firewall may be blocking comms.1 

am not a Windows expert, but had 

to run through this the other day 

and was surprised at how much had 

to be done in Network Settings to 

get the thing to see other network 

devices;1 presume Microsoft see a 

home network as a security risk, 

whereas Apple do not. Windows 

Media Player has a UPnP server so 

you must have this installed and 

running - with songs in it! Since wi-fi 

works, however,1 suspect this bit is 

all OK. Good luck. NK 

The Sansui streamer supports WAV 

playback. Checking your network 

settings is advisable but your problem 

might also be an issue with the 

DLNA/uPnP server software that 

you're using - you might be relying 

on the 'basic' software that ships 

with Windows. Not all servers know 

how to handle some file formats 

and codecs (check any relevant 

settings, especially those related to 

media-sharing and the capabilities of 

detected 'playback clients').That you 

can play WAV files via wi-fi and not 

the faster Ethernet is indicative of the 

frustratingly-unpredictable behaviour 

for which unique collections of 

different networkable devices are 

notorious - so much for interna-

tionally-agreed protocols! 

Why not try one of the free 

third-party DLNA/uPnP server 

programs doing the rounds? XBMC, 

for example, is very user-friendly and 

also includes a decent media player. 

Don't forget to ensure your Windows 

firewall is suitably configured, though. 

Another option is to consider 

storing your music on a networked 

storage device with uPnP server. 

These devices - which connect to a 

spare router port - aren't expensive 

nowadays, and will free up your 

computer. A quick playback solution is 

to copy files from your PC to a USB 

stick, and plug that into the Sansui's 

front panel. Remember that although 

the WLD 201 can handle 24-bit 

audio, the maximum sampling rate 

supported is only 48kHz.That should 

be fine for CD-sourced material, 

though. MP 

Thanks very much for replying. The two 

devices see each other. Both laptop and 

streamer show on the router page. I 

have played with all settings in Windows 

Player I 2 and the router.1 forgot to 

mention that MP3 files work OK. WAV 

files start and stop.About 3 seconds 

play 3 seconds gap. I tried increasing 

buffer in WMP. Maybe I should revert 

back to inconvenience (LP). Hopefully, 

one day someone, somewhere will make 

technology simple and effective to use, 

instead of awkward and frustrating. 

Best regards, 

Andy 

Aha! If you can play MP3 but not 

WAV you are suffering a data rate 

limitation. Such stuttering is a sign of 

a system at its limits. 

As Martin says, you should be 

able to play up to 24/48.1f this is 

unsuccessful you can reduce sample 

rate with XLD and this should 

eliminate the problem. If it doesn't 

then reduce bit depth because this 

also lowers data rate. Stay with 24bit 

if you can, however. NK 
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LIVE IT R SERIES 

Some music you hear. The all-new R Series delivers a sound so pure 

you live each and every moment. Incorporating technologies from 

KEF's flagship Blade, stunningly fluent Uni-Q® driver arrays combine with potent 

bass drivers to deliver a rich, spacious sound image of startling accuracy. 

The R Series presents a new dimension in audiophile standards of entertainment, 

making flawless precision and superb dynamics more accessible than ever. 

Live it. Feel it. Love it. 

'Blind listening could easily convince that this is a much more expensive 

loudspeaker., a worthy winner and an essential audition.' 

KEF R500, Hi-Fi News & Record Review, November 2014 

e WHAT HItl? 
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***** »ea« 
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www.kef.com 

MIKEF 
INNOVATORS IN SOUND 



a g ica I So 

I
n the five years since the 
introduction of the ground 

breaking NaimUniti all- in-one 

streamer/CD player/DAC/ 

amplifier, the company has 

been releasing new products 

at a dizzying rate. From the shoebox-

sized UnitiQute to the USB DAC-V1 

and the eye-wateringly expensive 

Statement amplifiers, the Naim pro-

duction line has been kept busy. 

And now we have the Mu-So — 

which could well be the most radical 

product to emerge from Naim's 

Salisbury HQ since the aforemen-

tioned Uniti itself. 

Why? Well, for a start it looks 

nothing like anything else in the 

company's range, eschewing the 

traditional utilitarian black box for 

a silver finish and sculpted look 

that places it firmly in the 'lifestyle' 

section of the market. Heck, even the 

traditional Naim green logo has been 

replaced by a white version. 

It's also the first Naim product 

to be offered for sale in the likes of 

John Lewis and Apple stores, as well 

as through the company's usual chain 

of dealers. 

But more importantly, it's the 

company's first entrant into the 

burgeoning wireless speaker market 

— a standalone one-box replay system 

aimed squarely at those who might 

want a taste of the Naim sound but 

without the hassle of separate boxes 

and loudspeakers. 

As such it's a self-contained 

amplifier/streamer/speaker system 

with wireless and Bluetooth 

capability, housed in a I22mm x 

628mm x 256mm (H/VV/D) wooden 

enclosure which is in turn clad in 

anodised aluminium.The whole thing 

weighs in at a not inconsequential 

13kgs and feels exceptionally sturdy. 

There's no CD provision or 

— surprisingly — headphone socket, 

but the unit does support both 

wired and wireless streaming up to 

24/192kHz, Bluetooth, aptX, Apple 

AirPlay,,Spotify Connect and internet 

radio, as well as having USB, optical 

and analogue digital (S/PDIF) inputs. 

Behind the front grille sit six 

speakers, one tweeter, one midrange 

and one bass unit per side, each 

driven by its own 75 Watt digital 

amplifier. A bass port vents to the 

lower left side of the casing while 

32-bit digital signal processing 

It's a Naim — but not as we 
know it. Jon Myles is blown 
away by Naim's first wireless 

speaker package. 

(derived from Naim's work on in-car 

entertainment systems for Bentley's 

luxury cars) is used to fine tune the 

sound. 

On the top sits a touch-

sensitive, sunken rotary volume and 

input control exactly the same as 

the one used on Naim's £ 125,000 

Statement pre-power combination. 

In use it has a superbly smooth and 

responsive feel but to get the best 

out of the Mu-So and the full benefit 

of its networking ability and DSP 

capabilities you'll need Naim's free 

smartphone/tablet control app — now 

available for both Android and iOS 

devices after years of being Apple 

only. Luckily this is one of the best 

apps out there — fast, responsive and 

fully-featured with the bonus of a 

tie-in to the Rovi music database for 

accessing extra information on artists 

and albums when streaming music. 

It also provides access to 

features such as a loudness control 

for enhancing lower-level listening 

and a room position setting for 

close-to-wall/free space operation, as 

well as creating playlists and saving 

favourite internet radio stations etc. 

Place the Mu-So in situ and 
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Imagine Being Much Closer to the Musicians 

with SAMBA VS- 1 - The Low Distortion Cable 

- 

'•0 "7-• " • 

We= 

Samba VS- 1 Reduces Many Layers of Distortion in your Music Including: 

- Graham Natty Legacy Range Anti- Vibration stabilisers to reduce distortion caused by vibrations travelling through conductor wires. 

- Reduced Transient Phase Distortion due to increased spacing between conductors for a more open sound. 

- Anti RFI filtering applied directly to each conductor wire for cleaner, clearer sounds. 

- Low noise and reduced distortion through careful monitoring of conductor wire direction. 

- Rhodium Plated Graham Natty Legacy Range GN-1 banana plugs for livelier, more dynamic sounds. 

Contact Us Today! 
and discover how to remove more layers of distortion from your music 

www.blackrhodium.co.uk 

sales@blackrhodium.co.uk 

+44 (0)1332 342233 
Iackhodium 

Mail Order Direct • 60 Day Cable Home Trial • Cable Upgrade Scheme • Free Delivery , orders over £ 100 within UK Mainland) 
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REVIEW 

there's no doubt it looks superb.The 

aluminium heatsink spanning the rear 

of the unit looks purposeful while the 

mirrored acrylic base with the subtly 

glowing Naim logo adds a real touch 

of class. 

Set-up is also refreshingly simple. 

Simply turn it on, let it scan for your 

network or Bluetooth device, enter 

a password if necessary and then 

choose which audio source you 

want to play music from with either 

the top-mounted selection dial or 

the smartphone app. Users 

of Apple iPhones can also 

have their mobile transfer 

network settings to the Mu-

So automatically. 

SOUND QUALITY 
So it looks good — but how 

does it sound? In short, 

superb. Anyone fearing all 

the work may have gone into 

the design at the expense of 

sound quality nced have no 

worries. For a start it sounds 

much bigger than you'd 

expect — easily capable of 

filling even a fairly large room. 

What's more the 

soundstage spreads beyond 

confines of the cabinet with both 

left and right stereo separation and 

palpable height and depth.That's 

not something you always get from 

one-box wireless speaker systems 

and really sets the Mu-So apart from 

many of its competitors. 

The sound is also typically Naim 

— with that trademark drive, rhythmic 

assurance and sure-footed low-end 

that has come to define the brand. 

The bubbling synths, deep 

electronic low-end and sonic trickery 

that make up Underworld's 2014 

remaster of their ground breaking 

album 'Dubnobasswithmyheadman' 

comes over as delightfully full-bodied, 

the sound enveloping the room while 

effects sweep from left to right with 

precision. 

Streaming a 24/ I92kHz file of 

REM's 'Near Wild Heaven' the leading 

edges of notes were well-defined 

with a crisp, clear bite to Peter Buck's 

guitarThere was excellent separation 

between the various instruments, 

making it easy to follow individual 

musical threads. In fact at times it 

was hard to believe I was listening to 

a one box speaker system. 

How much of this is down to the 

digital signal processing (DSP) inside 

the Mu-So is open to question, but 

as the unit's speakers themselves are 

relatively small and close together 

there's no doubt it must be having a 

some effect. 

And while DSP may be au 

anathema to many hi-fi traditionalists, 

it's so well tuned here that music 

through Mu-So never comes over as 

artificial or forced, but has a natural, 

free-flowing sound about it. 

That quality extended to 

whatever input I chose. Streaming 

Barb Jungr's 'From Stockport To 

Memphis' the singer's smoky voice 

was full of emotion, every change of 

intonation beautifully captured. 

Indeed there was enough 

detail on offer for me to hear 

every intake of breath she 

took. 

That level of transparency 

does mean the Mu-So isn't 

quite as forgiving of lower 

quality recordings as some 

rivals. Compared to some 

other wireless 'speaker 

systems the Naim will let you 

know when you're streaming 

low bit-rate files or anything 

with an especially hard edge, 

instead of masking over the 

deficiencies. It never comes 

over as actually unpleasant 

but you'll certainly notice the 

difference. 

That, though, is an indication of 

just how good the Mu-So is with 

well-recorded or high-resolution 

material. Streaming a 24/96 file of The 

Clash's seminal 'London Calling', Paul 

Simonon's bass was taut and tuneful 

and the whole song pushed along 

with verve. Playing the same group's 

'The Card Cheat' — again 24/96 — 

with its Phil Spector-like production 

the Mu-So threw out a wall of sound. 

A special mention, too, to the 

internet radio function.VVhile the 

quality of broadcasts on the internet 

varies tremendously, streaming a 

The top panel control is the same as 

the one used on Naim's range-topping 

Statement pre-amp/power combination 

and is smooth and easy to use. 

higher bit- rate station such as Radio 

Paradise (320kbps) gave music on 

radio rich in detail and atmosphere 

— easily good enough to serve as 

more than just background.VVhat's 

more, the Mu-So maintained a rock-

solid connection with no drop-outs. 

CONCLUSION 
A one-box speaker system such as 

this is never going to match a full-

size hi-fi system for absolute sound 

quality. But there are many people 

who either haven't the room for 

such a set-up yet, or perhaps don't 

want to allocate it, but still want 

good quality music replay. For them 

the Mu-So is ideal. I also imagine it 

will sell in droves to many current 

Naim devotees who want a compact 

second system for their bedroom, 

kitchen or study. 

At £ 395 it's not exactly cheap 

— but then nor is it overly expensive 

for a Naim, especially when you 

factor in the brand's renowned build 

quality, service back-up and resale 

values. 

Most importantly it looks good, 

sounds superb and is a breeze to 

operate. As such this could be as big 

a landmark product for Naim as the 

original Uniti was just a few short 

years ago. Highly recommended. 

MEASURED PERFORMANCE 
Our analysis shows frequency response 

of the Muso via the loudspeakers, 

using a pink noise test signal. Output is 

reasonably flat across the audio band, 

from 40Hz up to 20kHz. Bass below 40Hz 

is inevitably rolled down, as it has to be 

to prevent excessive driver excursion. 

There's still plenty of low bass, however, 

with a bit of lift ( 1-5dB) around 125Hz 

to add a little body to the sound. There's 

a similar lift around 6.3kHz to add some 

emphasis to treble, this analysis being 

at high volume with intrinsic loudness 

compensation inoperative. 

As volume was reduced, some 

boost was applied to bass and treble, 

but little. The Muso is, acoustically, 

reasonably well balanced, having good 

frequency extension, if with a bit of bass 

and treble emphasis. NK 

FREQUENCY RESPONSE 

Il 

NAIM MUSO £895 

(Mee. 
OUTSTANDING - amongst 
the best 

VERDICT 
One of the best one-box 
music systems around. 
Powerful yet detailed sound 
allied to gorgeous design 
makes for a stunning product 

FOR 
- big, bold sound 
- great stereo separation 
- easy to operate 
- looks superb 

AGAINST 
- no headphone socket 

Naim Audio Ltd 
+44 (0) 1722 426 600 
www.naimaudio.com 
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The award-winning Roksan K2 series has now been expanded to include a new integrated 

amplifier. The K2 BT improves on the original K2 Integrated with brand new circuitry and a 
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FEATURE 

Held at the Marriott hotel, Brooklyn — within walking 
distance of New York's Brooklyn Bridge — this year's New 
York Audio Show had plenty of interesting audio products, 
Noel Keywood finds. 

New York 
r 09 2014 

T
1ere's nowhere quite like New York - big beyond belief, brash and earthily vibrant, even to a hard-core Londoner 
like me. So, I thought, what would a New York audio show offer? Empire State' electrostatics even larger than the 8ft 

0in high Soundlab electrostatics I saw at the California Audio Show? There was only one way to find out... 

MBL 101E RADIALSTRAHLER LOUDSPEAKERS 

1BL's 101E (Mkt) 

Radialstrahlers 

we reviewed in 

our June 2006. 

These omnis 

radiate sound all 

round and always 

impress. The new de' 

101E Mils looked Julie 
good in New York. 

)e -
Made in Germany - 

see www.mbl.de. 

'En ,10-1ORNS 

In the Ayon 

Audio USA room 

I spotted these 

rather lovely 

USA Tube Audio 

Labs Tineo J 

Horns, price 

$35,000. See 

www.ayonaudi-

ousa.com 

MURAUDIO DOMAIN OMNI-DIRECTIONAL ELECTROSTATIC 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

They were 'just' 4ft 8in high (143cm), but Muraudio's Domain 

appealed to every part of me. They are deliciously complicated, 

mounting a large cylindrical electrostatic unit - no less - above a 

conventional sealed-chamber (infinite baffle) woofer. The idea is 

to fire sound all round from the wide-range electrostatic. Omni-

directional 'speakers give a big, spacious presentation and that's 

what I heard from the Muraudios, but they also imaged well unlike 

most omnis. Impressive stuff. Made in Canada - see 

www.muraudio. 

VAC TUBE AMPLIFIERS 

Here was a nice surprise - VAC. This manufacturer of 

tube amps doesn't have much of a presence in the UK 

but they were a popular choice of tube amplifier amongst 

show exhibitors I noticed. And Hi-Fi World reviews VAC 

amps because ace contributor and musician extraordi-

naire Rafael Todes (Royal Philharmonic, Allegri String 

Quartet etc) swears by them, insisting they eclipse all 

other valve (tube) amps. On display were a variety of 

models including the Master Preamplifier shown here. 

Made in the USA - see .vw.vac-amps.com. 
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FEATURE 

KEF LOUDSPEAKFRS 

KEF launched new Reference loudspeakers, the Reference 

3 and Reference 5 in a start-of-show press conference held 

for the U.S. press that I attended. They also showed Blade 2, 

a new, smaller version of the Blade introduced a few years 

ago. Pictured is the Reference 5 that sounded smooth and 

open, imaging deeply when fed historic analogue material, 

namely the Count Basie Orchestra behind Billie Holiday. 

Made in UK - see vvw.kef.co.uk. 

KINGSOUND ELECTROSTATIC HEADPHONES 

Kingsound, who make 

superb electrostatic loud-

speakers, were demon-

strating new electrostatic 

headphones, the KS-H3 

driven by vacuum tube 

amplifier M-20. They had 

the superb light, clear 

and delicate quality of 

electrostatics but were 

not short of firm bass too. 

Unfortunately, needing a 

high-voltage power supply those are not phones for the 

commute to work. Made in Hong Kong - see 

,vww.kingsaudio.com 

NOLA LOUDSPEAKER:, 

The Nola Metro Grand Reference Gold loudspeaker uses 

magnesium alloy cone bass drivers in a closed cabinet but 

mount a cone midrange and ribbon tweeter on an open 

baffle above to eliminate coloration from internal cabinet 

refections. Carefully balanced to sound natural, the Nolas 

provided one of the best sounds of the show. Imaging from 

the ribbon tweeter was pin sharp and the midrange was 

delightfully clear. Made in USA - see 

www.nolaspeakers.coli 

1,14RTIN LOGAN Cl X ELECTROSTATIC LOUDSPEAKERS 

Martin Logan had their big CLXs on demo at the show and 

told me that a new model, of similar size to the CLX but 

with a dynamic lower bass unit, was due. The CLXs gave 

the clearest sound by far, and all-of-a-piece, although they 

were being run by transistor amps and really needed VAC 

or Audio Research tube power I felt. Made in the USA - see 

WU/1.1,114H LIIIi09.)11,C011. 

LIVE PERFORMERS 

Canadian 

cellist 

Vincent 

Belanger was 

accompanied 

by guitar 

and the duo 

played live 

to remind us 

all what real 

instruments 

sound like 

- as well as 

providing 

much appreciated entertainment. 

VPI TURNTABLES 

VPI were demo'ing their new Prime turntable, 

fitted with an Ortofon Cadenza Bronze MC car-

tridge, feeding their new 50 Watt KT88 equipped 

tube amplifier the 299D - or perhaps Outsider 

they said - driving a pair of Tannoy Guy R. 

Fountain 'Memory' loudspeakers found on e-Bay, 

I was told. 
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FTJJi WE ARE THE NO.1 SOURCE FOR 
TECHNICS SL SERIES UP-GRADES 

FROM MAINS 10 MUSIC 

INCLUDING 

MIKE NEW BEARING 

MIKE NEW PLATTER 
ISONOE FEET 
LONGDOG PSU 
JELCO TONEARMS 
MUCH MORE 

MCRU HAVE BEEN USING THE 
"TECHY" FOR OVER 30 YEARS 

UPGRADES START AT £40 - GET IN TOUCH 
WWW.MCRU.CO.UK 
DAVID©MCRU.CO.UK 

07908 056978 
irj mcrultd 

@mcrultd 
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connecliFig you with AV excellence I .co.uk 
Hi-Fi Cable. Home Cinema Cable & AV Connectivity Specialists 

Expert Advice & Sales 

0208 905 1555 
+44 20 8905 1555 

Wireworld Platinum Starlight 7 USB Ecosse Big Red UC Rhodium AudloQuest Diamond Ethernet 

Chord Signature Reference Cable Van Den Hul The Rock 3T Cable Chord Active V2 HDMI Cable Tellurium Q Silver Speaker Cable 

Atlas EOS 4sq Rhodium Power 

re" 

fir 

• \-• 

•  74ste) 

Hi-Fi Cable & Home Cinema Cable Specialists 

Bring your hi-fi to life with our high performance award winning cables 

www.futureshop.co.uk - call 0208 905 1555 

FutUréSheop,C4,1.11C. Unit 5 MODA Centre, Stirling Way Borehamwood, Herts. WD6 2BW. England. UK 
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sic to Go 
Bayan's Soundbook Go portable 'speaker aims to give you good quality sound in the great 

outdoors. Jon Myles forsakes his listening room to try it out. 

B
ayan Audio has forged 
quite a reception for 

itself in the wireless 

Bluetooth 'speaker mar-

ket. Its products aren't 

the cheapest on the mar-

ket — but they make up for that with 

their innovative design and standard 

of construction. 

I was more than impressed with 

the original Soundbook model and its 

bigger brother the X3. Now they're 

joined by the more compact £79.99 

Go — designed to be slipped into a 

pocket for taking into the garden, 

park...or wherever you fancy listening 

to music in the open air. 

Like its bigger counterparts the 

Go is built around a sturdy enclosure 

with a fabric cover including a front 

flap which folds back to act as a 

stand, as well as an on/off control. 

Sound is provided by two 1-

inch long-throw neodymium di ivers 

augmented by a 2-inch passive bass 

radiator driven by a 15 Watt amplifier. 

Charging is via a micro-USB 

slot while a hands-free microphone 

allows for conference calling and 

there's a 3.5mm audio- in jack for the 

connection of external devices such 

as iPods. 

Weighing in at 480g and 

measuring just 160mm/88mm/40mm 

(W/H/D) the Go is eminently 

pocketable and with an estimated 

nine-hour battery life should have 

enough juice to last most people for 

at least a day. 

Inevitably, however, the diminutive 

Go has lost a couple of features 

compared to its bigger brothers. So 

gone is the FM radio receiver and 

Bluetooth's aptX capability. 

SOUND QUALITY 
The Go punches out good bass for 

its size with just a touch of top-end 

emphasis to add air and detail to the 

soundstage. 

Playing some classic jazz in the 

shape of 'Giant Steps' and cymbals 

are crisp and clear while Coltrane's 

saxophone has a good body. 

Turn it up (the little Go can 

go surprisingly loud) and the Bayan 

retains its open and clear nature 

— only starting to sound compressed 

when you reach the very upper limit 

of the frequency range. 

And while it's never going to 

rival bigger designs for outright 

resolution, it did a commendable job 

of separating individual instruments in 

denser mixes such as Led Zeppelin's 

'When The Levee Breaks'. 

Give it something a little less 

congested like Arvo Part's 'Spiegel im 

Spiegel' and it captures a great deal 

of the atmosphere of this haunting 

piece with impressive tone to the 

piano and violin. 

CONCLUSION 
The Go produces a nicely balanced, 

detailed and surprisingly loud sound 

for its size. Sturdy construction and 

innovative design are also a plus. 

Anyone looking for a truly portable 

Bluetooth loudspeaker has to put it 

at the top of their audition list. 

BAYAN AUDIO 
SOUNDBOOK GO 
£79.99 

OUTSTANDING - amongst 
the best 

VALUE - keenly priced 

VERDICT 
A nicely-engineered product 
that mixes good sound with 
true portability. Ideal for 
taking out and about. 

FOR 
- compact design 
- clean, crisp sound 
- goes surprisingly loud 

AGAINST 
- no aptX 

Bayan Audio 
www.bayanaudio.com 
+44 (0) 844 800 3480 
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REVIEW 

A heady Cocktail 
An all- in-one solution for storing and playing your entire music collection — that'll be the 
Cocktail Audio X30. Jon Myles investigates. 

hatever your views 

on the sonic pros 

and cons of CD 

replay, there's no 

doubting the real rea-

son it usurped vinyl 

as the main music medium for the 

majority: sheer convenience. 

Forget VTA, tracking weight, pitch 

stability, leveling, isolation, choice 

of cartridge, groove wear, carefully 

turning over the disc at the end of 

each side etc — simply slot the CD 

into a machine and hit play. 

So it's ironic that now silver disc 

sales are falling the download-driven 

technology supplanting it comes 

with its own in-built complications. 

Ethernet switches, UPnP servers/ 

clients, DLNA, WAY, ALAC, Ogg 

Vorbis, Flac ALAC, wired or wireless 

NAS drives and what have you. 

No wonder then that some 

manufacturers are trying to make 

the transition as smooth as possible. 

Which is where the Cocktail Audio 

X30 comes in. 

The X30 is a one box music 

replay/storage/UPnP streamer/radio 

system containing a hard disk, CD 

player/ripper, 50 Watt per channel 

Class D amplifier allied to a compre-

hensive selection of both digital and 

line level inputs and outputs. 

In short, the Cocktail can hold 

and play back your entire music 

collection (yes, including ripped vinyl 

— more of which later) in a unit the 

size of a CD player. Just add speakers 

and you're away. 

Inside is a 700MHz CPU 

allied to a 24bit/I92kHz Burr-

Brown PCM I 792A DAC and Texas 

Instruments Class D amplification. 

Buyers can specify their own storage 

size options including either HDD 

or SDD drives.Thanks to a recent 

price cut a unit equipped with a 2TB 

Western Digital hard drive now costs 

£799 — a £200 saving on the original 

list price. 

As the base unit without a hard 

drive is priced at £699 it's clear 

Cocktail aren't overcharging for 

fitting storage. 

Connection options include both 

coaxial and digital input and outputs 

which all support files up to 24-

bit/ I 92kHz, as does the AES/EBU out. 

A pair of line-level outputs 

allows the connection of an existing 

amplifier if required, while the 

Cocktail also boasts three USB ports, 

line- level inputs, an FM radio tuner. 

Ethernet port, 6.3mm headphone 

socket and a 3.5mm input for 

connecting 

your 

smartphone. 

Control 

is via a fully-

featured 

remote or the 

front panel 

rotary dials in 

combination 

with the 

clear, 5-inch 

colour display. 

Connect the 

X30 to a 

network and 

you can also 

administer 

it from a 

computer 

— making 

A full-function 

remote makes 

operation rela-

tively simple - 

although a dedi-

cated smart-

phone control 

app would be 

better. 
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REVIEW 

operations like metadata wrangling 

much simpler. 

OPERATION 
So how does it work out of the box? 

Well, astonishingly well. Plug the 

unit in, connect it to your network 

(I went wired but you can buy a 

wi-fi dongie for E29) and everything 

comes on stream very easily. 

Insert a CD into the slot-loading 

drive and once read you'll be asked 

whether you want to play it or rip 

to the hard drive. If the latter, you 

have a choice of format (WAV/FLAC/ 

MP3 etc) and also the ripping speed. 

For best playback quality stick to 

uncompressed WAV and the slowest 

speed. 

Even at this setting the X30 is 

relatively speedy - ripping an entire 

CD in a matter of minutes including 

the downloading of album and track 

information from the internet and 

-mom. 

Inside the X30 utilises a Class D Texas Instruments amplifier 

section alongside a 24bit/192kHz Burr-Brown PCM1792A DAC. 

Cocktail conservatively rates output power at 50 Watts per chan-

nel - we measured 60 Watts into 8 Ohms and 100 into 4 Ohms. 
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The rear of the Cocktail X30 has a full range of both digital and analogue inputs and outputs. The bay 

on the bottom right of the picture accepts either HDD or SSD drives - with buyers able to specify their 

preference on order. 

assigning album artwork. 

All music is stored in a Browser 

section - which will also display 

the contents of any connected 

NAS drives or DLNA-compatible 

smartphones or tablets. 

Overall, despite a myriad of 

playback/ripping options, operation 

is fairly intuitive once you've spent 

a little bit of time with the unit. Just 

as importantly, network connection 

remained rock solid throughout the 

review period. 

The only real niggle is there's 

no dedicated smartphone/tablet app 

available for easy control. Cocktail 

do recommend a number of generic 

third-party i0S/Android apps as an 

alternative - but in practice none 

of them worked perfectly and I 

invariably defaulted to the remote 

or front panel controls for both 

reliability and ease of use. 

SOUND QUALITY 
The first thing to note is that the 

X30 does a superb job of ripping 

CDs. Playback from the hard disk had 

punch, clarity and a fair amount of 

detail about it. 

Johnny Marr's guitar work on 

Electronic's 'Tighten Up' had plenty of 

definition with leading edges picked 

out well while Bernard Sumner's 

distinctive vocals are suitably 

plaintiff. The 

timing was also 

spot-on - with 

plenty of drive 

and rhythmic 

propulsion. 

A VVAV rip 

of Jackie Leven's 

'Fairytales For 

Hard Men' was 

also suitably 

atmospheric 

- the late singer's 

impassioned 

delivery full of 

gruff emotion. 

With higher-

resolution 

material in 

the shape of Lorde's ' Royals' in 

24bit/48kHz the Cocktail did a good 

job of conveying the extra musical 

information on offer, with more 

openness and poise to the sound. 

If anything there's a slight treble 

emphasis - but not enough to make 

the X30 sound shrill. Instead it means 

The 5-inch front panel control screen gives 

Home 

Music Dn 

o 
Plavlist i-Service FM Radio 

CD Play/Rip Browser Input Setup 

access to all the Cocktail's functions. CD rips, 

downloads and recordings reside in the Music 

DB folder on the upper left hand corner. 
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Any Source You Can Imagine. 

One Integrated Amplifier. 

MaiA 

4 

Boasting a massive 9 inputs, My Audiophile Integrated Amplifier, or MaiA, 
offers the most complete amplifier solution for audio fans on a budget in 
a stylish, compact chassis. 

Incorporating a Moving-Magnet (MM) phono stage, a 24-bit/192kHz 
DIA Converter, XMOS° asynchronous USB streaming technology, aptX® 
Bluetooth and additional Line inputs for traditional sources such as radios, 
there's nothing you can't connect MaiA with. 

In addition to boasting a powerful output for its size MaiA can also have 

a pair of headphones connected, and the compact IR remote makes 
operation effortlessly simple. 

With an existing range of Box Design sources available in a size and price 
that perfectly complements this stunning amp, MaiA is a must-audition 
product for anyone interested in affordable hi-fi. 

Available in the UK for £399 (UK SRP) 

2 x 30W power output (40) 
2 x RCA Line inputs 

1 x Stereo Mini-Jack Line input 

1 x Moving Magnet Phono input 

1 x Bluetooth aptX® input 

2 x Digital Optical inputs 

1 x Digital Coaxial input 

1 x USB Type B input 

1 x Variable Mini-Jack output 

1 x 6.3mm Headphone output 

4 x 4mm o Speaker terminals 

-Design 
by Pro-Ject 

HENLEY 
Distributed by Henley Designs Ltd. 

T: +44 (0)1235 511 166 I E: sales@henleydesigns.co.uk I W: www.henleydesigns.co.uk 



REVIEW 

Lucid Dreamer 

Never Enough 

Mystique Voyage 

Darkness 

Deliverance 

Neverlight 

Until Silence 

Album artwork and track listing can all be displayed 

when playing. 

elements such as female vocals are 

projected well with an admirable 

clarity to them. 

In absolute terms the Class D 

amplifier lacks a little stage depth and 

all-out low-end thump. Connected 

to our reference Tannoy Kensington 

Gold Reference floorstanders there 

wasn't the all-out grip on the cones 

to bring the type of earth-shaking 

bass these 'speakers are capable of. 

But pair the Cocktail with 

'speakers more in its price range 

— such as Acoustic Energy's entry-

level 103s — and it's on firmer ground, 

providing a big, room-filling sound, 

able to go loud with little obvious 

strain. 

I also briefly connected the X30 

to a Yamaha A-S70 I amplifier (see 

review this issue) and this brought 

greater solidity and all-round sophis-

tication to the sound. 

That's a point worth noting for 

those who are happy with their 

current amplifiers but are looking 

to add the storage facilities and 

streaming capability of the Cocktail 

to their existing system. 

Especially so for those who fancy 

digitising their entire music collection. 

Connect your record player's 

phonostage to the line-in of the X30 

(up to 24/96 resolution) and it'll copy 

vinyl to the hard disk much in the 

same way as it rips CDs. Admittedly, 

the process isn't quite as simple and 

you'll have to input the metadata 

yourself but it's a handy feature all 

the same. 

Playback quality of the rips is also 

more than adequate. It's a little short 

of the overall warmth and mellifluous 

quality of straight vinyl replay but 

stands comparison with CD. 

The Cocktail's other sources 

also acquitted themselves well. FM 

radio was crisp and the supplied 

aerial pulled in a host of stations. 

Higher bit-rate internet stations 

also sounded clear, the unit doing a 

good job of smoothing over the hard 

edges that can sometimes afflict this 

medium. 

As an additional bonus the X30 

also gives the option of recording 

both FM and internet radio for those 

looking to timeshift programming 

or build their own archive of 

transmissions (subject to copyright 

restrictions, of course!). 

CONCLUSION 
In terms of value for money, there's 

little else to touch the Cocktail 

Audio X30 at the moment. 

Yes, you can buy separates 

that better various elements of its 

performance in one way or another 

— but as a whole they'll end up 

costing significantly more. 

Instead the Cocktail offers a 

cost-effective, easy-to-use, fuss-free 

method of storing, streaming and 

playing back music — with the added 

benefit of being able to digitise your 

vinyl collection as well as record 

radio broadcasts. 

Couple it with a pair of good 

mid-market loudspeakers and you 

have an excellent, future-proofed hi-fi 

system at an affordable price. 

Add in the ability for future 

upgrades via the addition of an 

outboard power amp (or indeed a 

DAC) and it makes a very tempting 

proposition indeed. 

MEASURED PERFORMANCE 
The Cocktail Audio CA-X30 produced 

60 Watts into 8 Ohms and 100 Watts 

into 4 Ohms, under test. Fed a signal 

into its AUX input, distortion levels 

were low for a Class D amplifier, around 

0.02% in the midband ( 1kHz) into a 4 

Ohm loudspeaker load. There was little 

deterioration at high frequencies, unlike 

so many Class D amps, with values no 

higher than 0.13% at full power, and a 

FREQUENCY RESPONSE, 192k 

DISTORTION, 1 Watt, 10kHz 

0 0527 % MR91=1ffl 10.000 40-. 

11.14 

creditable 0.05% at 1 Watt. 

Frequency response via they AUX 

input, converted to digital via a 24/192 

ADC, was a little unusual, peaking at 

38kHz. This introduces a little treble lift 

in the audio band and may make the CA 

X 30 sound a tad bright. As the same 

result was obtained via the digital S/PDIF 

input ( electrical, 192kHz sample rate) 

this would appear to be a property of 

the DAC, likely its filters, rather than the 

ADC. 

There was some distortion and 

noise from the DAC, obvious on our 

Rohde&Schwarz at -60dB and measuring 

0.13% with a 192kHz sample rate. 

This limited EIAJ Dynamic Range to 

108dB, an unspectacular figure for 24bit 

resolution. 

The CA-X30 measured well in every 

area, considering low price. NK 

Power 
Aux. 
Frequency response 
Separation 
Noise 
Distortion 
Sensitivity 

S/PDIF 
Frequency response 

Separation 
Noise 
Distortion 

Dynamic range 

60 Watts 

4Hz-18kHz 
88dB 
-92dB 

0.05% 
480mV 

4Hz-18kHz 
08dB 

-107dB 
0.13% 
108dB 

COCKTAIL AUDIO 
X30 £799 (WITH 
2TB HDD) 

OUTSTANDING - amongst 
the best 

VALUE - keenly priced 

VERDICT 
Impressively versatile 
amplifier/streamer/music 
server that combines fine 
sound with intuitive operation. 
Recent price cut makes it 
even better value for money 

FOR 
- ease of use 
- excellent ripping options 
- clean, clear sound 
- ability to record vinyl and 
radio 

AGAINST 
- no dedicated smartphone 
app 

Cocktail Audio 
+44 101208 942 7575 
www.cocktailaudio.co.uk 
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Vinyl is black! 

The Evo! Used by Hi-Fi World to evaulate the new Beatles 
records. The EVO comes fitted with the legendary SME 309 
tonearm loved by so many and a cartridge of your choice. 
We have worked with direct drive turntables and moving coil 
cartridges for 33 years and the EVO has evolved into a mature 
product that is used by many as a reference and is quite simply a 
world beater. We can supply completely new units with 6 year 
guarantees, used ones with 5 year guarantees, or we can convert 
your own. 

The Beatles in Mono! 
With the eagerly awaited release of the Beatles' 
newly remastered mono albums just around the corner, what better 
time for Miyajima's hand-crafted mono, stereo and 78 rpm phono 
cartridges to come to the UK? 
Japan-based Miyajima have been making phono cartridges for more 
than three decades. Only recently discovered by American and 
European audiophiles, they have since received rave reviews all 
over the world and deservedly so. 
With several patents under his belt, Noriyuki Miyajima is a 
passionate music-lover and a true artisan manufacturer. 
Every Miyajima cartridge is handcrafted in-house by a 
dedicated full-time team of six based in in Fukuoka, Japan. 
The cartridge bodies are individually precision-milled from rare and 
exotic hardwoods including ebony, rosewood and mpingo African 
blackwood. 

Clearaudio Goldfinger - Miyajima - Benz LPS - Denon DL103 - DL-102 mono - Audio Technica AT33 

SME Turntables & Tonearms - Oyaide - Furutech - Klipsch - Whest Audio - 78rpm - SL1200 Mods 

All demonstrated in a relaxing setting with river views! Very high part exchanges & World wide mail order. 

Sound Hi Fi Dartmouth Devon 01803 833366 www.SoundHiFi.com 

znjoy the Music.com 
„ 

Audiophile Equipment & Music Reviews 
Your resource for high-end audio news S. information! 

Over :,500 Web Pages 
The most extensive high-end audio knowledge and news online! 

Over 117 -L, Shov., Reports 
No one has more worldwide show coverage on the Internet! 

The Best ContesL, 
Over $250.000 in prizes offered to our readers! 
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REVIEW 

Revelatory 
realisatio 

E
piphany Acoustics 

is a name 

that has graced 

the pages of this magazine 

before. In December 2012 

Paul Rigby gave a 5 Globe review 

to their E-DAC.As well as making 

electronics the company, based in the 

South of England, also make a range 

of interconnects, of which we have 

the mid-priced Atratus II and range-

topping Atratus Ill for review here. 

Both cables were run in for 

several days on the Blue Horizon 

Pro-Burn cable burn in accelerator 

before being plugged in between a 

Teddy DAC and a Townshend Audio 

Allegri pre-amp in my upstairs 

system. I listened to each one over 

an evening and did comparative 

listening using the R.E.M album 

'Automatic For The People' (Warner 

Brothers 9362-45055-2) and Vladimir 

Ashkenazy playing the piano in the 

Mehta/ Vienna Philharmonic recording 

of Beethoven's Piano Concerto No.5, 

the 'Emperor' (Decca 411 903-2). 

Starting with the more 

affordable Atratus II, these 

are made with twin 

core copper 

conductors for 

the signal, a high-

density copper 

braid shield and 

ultra low-loss foam high-

density polyethylene dielectric.They 

are terminated with KLE Copper 

Harmony connectors, These are a 

development of the highly-regarded 

Eichmann Bullet plug (see www. 

kleinnovations.com for more 

details) which have silver-

plated, pure copper signal 

and ground pins.The cable 

is very flexible so will fit into tight 

spaces quite easily. 

When listening to the R.E.M. 

album, I was immediately impressed 

with the way this cable transmitted 

the rhythm of music.The uptempo 

'Man On The Moon' had a real snap 

to the beat that got my feet moving 

instantly.The imaging was good, 

with Michael Stipe seeming to stand 

directly in front of me as he sang. 

Moving onto Beethoven, this 

cable gave a good, if not exceptional 

account, of itself. It transmitted the 

music but I felt that the power of 

a full orchestra was causing a bit 

of congestion.At times the sound 

felt as though there was too much 

information trying to be reproduced 

at once. It was still good but the 

experience left me aware of the price 

point at which I was listening. 

The Atratux Ill cable is a 

development of the Atratus 11 and 

features UP-OCC copper 

conductors wrapped in 

two shields, The first is a 

Tony Bolton has a moment of revelation as 
he listens to two affordable interconnects 
from Epiphany Acoustics. 

high-density copper braid, the second 

being of overlapping foil.This is 

covered with an ultra low-loss Teflon 

dielectric and terminated in KLE 

Silver Harmony connectors. 

This cable is a lot thicker and 

stiffer than the other so will need 

more care in routing in tight areas. 

Sonically it had certain similar 

characteristics, such as a real focus 

on the beat of the music but this was 

combined with a great deal more air 

and space in between the sounds of 

the differing instruments and voices. 

R.E.M. sounded as though they were 

performing on a bigger stage, for 

instance. 

Moving onto Beethoven, the 

sound was far better, with a sense 

of greater balance and control right 

across the sonic spectrum. The 

orchestra felt as though they had 

room to breath and this resulted in a 

more detailed and open presentation 

of the sound. I also felt that there 

was greater musical energy being 

displayed at both frequency extremes. 

The Atratus 11 interconnect is 

very good, and if you do not regularly 

play complex classical sounds then 

will give a very satisfying presentation 

of the music, especially anything that 

has a beat to it. 

For classical fans, the Atratus Ill 

would be my choice. Users of other 

types of music will also benefit from 

its detailed and open presentation of 

sounds. I would say that it offers a 

performance that is noticeably higher 

than I would expect at this price 

point which is why 1 have given it a E 

sign along with five Globes. 

EPIPHANY 
ACOUSTICS 
ATRATUS Il 
INTERCONNECT. 
£64.99 1M 

EXCELLENT - extremely 
capable 

VERDICT 
Good value interconnect that 
focusses the listener on the 
rhythmic values in music 

FOR 
- excellent grasp of rhythm 
- strong central image 
- smooth sound 

AGAINST 
- not at its best with complex 
classical sounds 

EPIPHANY 
ACOUSTICS 
ATRATUS III 
INTERCONNECT 
£99.99 1M 

OUTSTANDING - amongst 
the best 

VALUE - keenly priced 

VERDICT 
Retains the Atratus Irs focus 
on rhythm but adds a greater 
sense of air and space 

FOR 
- detailed and spacious 
soundstage 
- clearer and deeper bass 
- tight timing 

AGAINST 
- nothing 

Epiphany Acoustics. 
www.epiphany-acoustics.co.uk 
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The new CM Series loudspeakers are undoubtedly beautiful, 

capable of gracing any room with their clean lines and high-

quality finishes. But as with all Bowers & Wilkins loudspeakers 

form must follow function, and thanks to our Decoupled 

Double Domes and tweeter-on-top technology you won't 

believe how beautiful your music can sound. 



FEATURE 

day let 
Martin Pipe reports back from the October Audiojumble in Kent 

0
 n two Sundays a year, 
something special comes 

to the Kentish town of 

Tonbridge.Audiophiles, 

music lovers, vintage 

radio collectors and 

electronics enthusiasts assemble 

in the towns Angel Centre, a large 

public sports venue,A fair amount of 

space - two large halls and a couple 

of side-rooms - provide space for 

well over a hundred 

traders and displays; 

for the October 

ith event covered 

here, organiser John 

Howes reported a 

total of 140 stands. 

Their contents ranged 

from a demo of the 

fine-sounding £ 1500 

'Retro' system from 

¡Fi, comprising the 

input- rich 'Stereo 50' 

valve amp and a pair 

of LS3.5' bookshelf 

speakers, to a work-

ing display of beautiful 

Nagra and Sony tape 

hardware. One look at 

those spinning spools 

and flickering meters 

and one can see why 

analogue open-reel 

tape decks, like steam 

locomotives, have 

their loyal followers. 

In between, a wide 
411 

variety of record stalls 

selling music on vinyl, CD and tape, 

hi-fi ranging from mainstream to cult-

classic and sellers of components or 

test-equipment jostled for floor-space 

with piles of cheap repairable equip-

ment. 

Among the latter was a rather 

tatty Marantz PM66K1 for...£1.This 

Ken Ishiwata-tuned version of the 

PM66 integrated amp was dead 

owing to blown output transistors. 

The same stall also offered a 

mint upmarket Yamaha synthesiser 

tuner that worked perfectly as long 

as you were pr epared to overlook 

its faulty frequency display.Vintage 

solid-state gear from Leak, Quad 

and Armstrong also went for a song 

- as did speakers from Wharfedale, 

Celestion and others.Turntables and 

CD players of all types abounded. 

With care, an analogue or digital 

music playback system could have 

been assembled for the price of a 

night out. 

I picked up a Philips AH762 

tuner-preamp, designed to partner 

Philips MFB speakers like the RH54 I s 

featured in last month's Olde Worlde, 

for a flyer! Vinyl, from cherished ' 50s-

era Decca FFRR mono classical LPs 

to today's 180g audiophile pressings, 

were waiting to be purchased. Own 

a 2m. I 6-track tape machine? For a 

tenner, you could have acquired the 

master tape of Christine Harwood's 

'Before You Right Now,' an up-tempo 

soul number recorded in late 1971. 

If you have an interest in this 

sort of stuff - and as a Hi-Fi World 

reader, you almost certainly do - 

then you're in for an enjoyable day 

out.You can pick up a bargain, while 

having a pleasant natter with like-

minded people. Interspersed between 

the commercial stall- holders are a 

legion of enthusiasts selling their own 

records, tapes and gear. Be warned 

- some of the latter tend to leave 

their tables under the watchful eye 

of a neighbouring stallholder so they 

themselves can go round the show 

in search of that elusive bargain.As 

a result, you'll have to come back in 

the hope that the seller has returned 

(hint: leave a mobile phone number!). 

To stand a better chance of getting 

your hands on the most popular, 

elusive or collectable items, you're 

advised to buy a £ 10 'early bird' 

ticket that grants entry at 9.30am. 

That's not to say that the second 

wave of visitors (who flood the halls 

at 10.30am after buying £5 tickets) 

don't find anything of interest.There's 

usually plenty to go round... 

The next Audiojumble taltéS 

place on Sunday 8th February 

2015. www.aucliojumble.co.uk 

Words and plÈtUres: Martin 

Pipe 

wvvw.hi-fiworld.co.uk DECEMBER 2014 HI-FI WORLD 59 



FEATURE 

Bill Beard 

was the man 

responsible for 

the P100 Mk1 

valve amp you 

see here. The 

Beard P100 is 

an ultra-linear 

push-pull dual-

mono design 

built around 

KT88 tetrodes. 

It could deliver 

a meaty 100W 

with Class A operation up to 40W or so. This fully-serviced 

example was offered for £650. 

A BBC APR-500 Sony 

mastering deck - one 

of the Japanese giant's 

last analogue reel-to-reel 

machines. This one had 

been rebuilt to capture 

and play two tracks on 

half-inch tape at 30ips. It 

sounded effortlessly open 

with a selection of mod-

ern-jazz master tapes. 

These Celestion Ditton 

551s from the late 

1970s were a true bar-

gain, at £60. The 551s 

were vented boxes 

containing a 290mm 

woofer, 50mm dome 

midrange and 19mm 

dome tweeter. Treble 

and mid-range levels 

could be adjusted via 

front-panel pots. 

An Ariston RD11 

- a 1970s belt-drive 

deck that shares 

much with the Linn 

Sondek in engi-

neering terms. Both 

of these Scottish 

'tables had 24-

pole synchronous 

motors and three-

point suspension. 

This RD11, com-

plete with seven-

ties-tastic Grace tonearm and ADC OLM34 cart, could have 

been yours for £200. 

In past 

issues 

we have 

been 

'ffigging 

up' the 

£288 

Beatles 

In Mono 

box-

set. At 

the October Audiojumble, you could have acquired two 

Beatles boxes for...£25. Here we have the all-analogue 

(and stereo) 1980 'From Liverpool' Beatles Boxes - one 

LP, the other cassette. The LPs (on the left) were appar-

ently in good condition. 

Ill 

This Nagra, 

a IV-SJ 

(half-track 

stereo) in 

showroom 

condition, 

was for 

sale. These 

impec-

cably-built 

machines, introduced in 1971, were 

work by broadcasters and film-makers. Nagra recorders 

do hold their value, though; the seller of this one expected 

(not unreasonably) £1,600 for it. 

.N1 

Philips' innovative F9638 

Motional Feedback 'speak-

ers. They dedicate separate 

amps to bass and treble/ 

midrange and feature rib-

bon tweeters. There was 

superficial damage to 

the drive units' flat dia-

phragms. Still, for £65 the 

pair you couldn't really 

complain... 

Swiss-made Nagras 

- for demo purposes 

only and not for sale. 

In the foreground is a 

Nagra T, one of the best 

quarter-inch machines 

ever made. There was 

also a four-channel digi-

tal Nagra D. The owner 

told me he still uses it 

as a DAC! 

used for location 
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Audiophiles of 

a certain vin- 4*• 

tage will recall 

the NAD 5120 

and its 'floppy 

arm'. NAD did, 

however, sell 

more conven-

tional 'tables 

- such as this 

direct-drive 

5080, complete 

with platter strobe and straight tonearm, from the very 

early 1980s. £150 was being asked for this specimen. 

Sta x was 

synoyn-

mous with 

high-end 

headphones 

throughout 

the 70s and 

80s. With its 

attendant 

SR-4 adap-

tor, these 

SR 40 elec-

trets circa 1975 could have been yours for £100. 

shame you can't plug 'ern directly into your ¡Phone... 

What a 

A 

Technics 

Direct 

Drive 

SL110, 

launched 

in 1975. 

This 

one was 

ready for 

a SME 

3009 S2 

tonearm. 

With a newer SME arm, this £250 example could sing 

once more. 

This enor-

mous Mullard 

TYS5-3000 is 

a HF trans-

mitting valve 

- specifically 

a RF power 

triode capable 

of delivering 

3.5kW at fre-

quencies of up 

to 12MHz. It is 

unused, and came in a custom-built wooden case. A col-

lector paid £100 for this conversation piece - a fraction, 

one guesses, of its original price. 

SE. As beauti-

ful to look at 

A Michell Orbe 

as it is to listen , 
to, this belt-

driven unit 

remains in pro-

duction. This 

one was being 

offered for 

£950 - repre-

senting a use-

ful saving of well over £2,000 relative to a factory-fresh unit. 

Here is a well 

looked-after 

quarter-track 

Teac A-3300 

open-reel tape 

deck, capable 

of running at 

9.5cm/s or 

19cm/s. Those 

10.5in spools 

give long con-

tinuous running 

times. A steal 

for £ 120... 

Not one, 

not two 

but three 

Technics 

SL- 7s 

- wonder-

ful linear-

tracking, 

quartz-

locked DD 

automatic 

turntables. In the pre-CD era decent reproduction and con-

venience weren't mutually-exclusive. These went for £80 

(slightly scuffed), £110 (mint condition) and £120 (mint and 

boxed). 

On the left is a 

Philips N7150, 

a three-speed 

machine able to 

take spools of 

up to 7in. diam-

eter. At right 

is a Tandberg 

TD20A, a two-

speed machine 

able to accept 

professional 

spools. These quarter-track decks, in excellent condition, 

were offered for £100 and £200 respectively. 
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AUDIOPHILE CD 

CALYPSO CRAZE 1956-57 
AND BEYOND 

Various 
Bear Family 

CHAIRMEN OF THE BOARD 

The Complete Invictus Studio Recordings: 

1969-1978 

Edsel 

u know, there was a 

moment, during the mid-

fifties, when rock'n'roll 

had a real fight on its 

hands and the threat came, from 

all things, calypso. It was a serious 

craze at the time. Of course, calypso 

didn't arrive, fully formed, during the 

mid-fifties. It emerged from Trinidad, 

from its folk and carnival scenes, 

moving to the USA and establishing 

itself with an increasing presence 

within the musical firmament via the 

likes of colourfully-monikered figures 

such as The Lion,Atilla The Hun, Sir 

Lancelot, Lord Invader, Duke Of Iron 

and Macbeth The Great, alongside 

more mainstream figures such as 

Louis Jordan, Ella Fitzgerald and 

Eartha Kitt. It's those early days that 

cover the first two CDs of the six 

CD box set (that also features an 

additional DVD of calypso perfor-

mances and a beautifully produced 

hardback book). 

The genre became a craze when 

the star of Harry Belafonte rose 

into the sky and he released his hit, 

smooth Detroit 

soul combo whose 

hit 'Give Me Just a 

Little More Time' 

rose to No 3 in the charts, care of 

the high and distinctive vocal deliv-

ery of the group's primary song-

writer General Norman Johnson. 

In fact, it even had a Four Tops 

flavour to it. Johnson, a long-term 

founding member of R&B and pop 

outfit, the Showmen, went solo in 

1968 and joined up with Holland-

Dozier-Holland's new lnvictus 

label in 1968, getting together 

with Danny Woods (also of the 

Showmen), Harrison Kennedy 

(who had spent time with Stone 

Soul Children) and Eddie Curtis 

(who had sung with Huey Smith 

& The Clowns). Initially called the 

Gentlemen, they quickly changed 

their name to Chairmen Of The 

Board. Give Me Just a Little More 

Time' was a great way to start a 

band career that was then followed 

by '(You've Got Me) Dangling on 

'The Banana Boat Song' ( 1955), a 

song that was partly attractive to 

Belafonte because it contradicted 

the then-stereotype of the lazy black 

marl. 

Others began to take note: 

Marty Robbins and Hank Snow, for 

example, while Marty Jackson even 

sang calypso in Yiddish. Belafonte 

then began to distance himself from 

the growing popularisation that 

flowered soon after. 

That didn't stop the likes of 

Jeri Southern (' Fire Down Below'), 

Pat Boone ('Technique'), Louis 

Armstrong (*High Society Calypso), 

The Kingston Trio ('Zombie 

Jamboree') and even Robert 

Mitchum ('What Is This Generation 

Coming To'), jumping on the 

bandwagon. Even comedy got in on 

the act with Stan Freeberg's 1957 

hit single, 'Banana Boat (Day-0)' still 

being regularly play-listed on the 

likes of BBC Radio 2 during the late 

seventies. 

This luxury box set tells the 

whole story and more. 

a String' and 'Everything's Tuesday' 

which cemented their R&B chart 

positions. 

Despite this constant stream of 

singles, the band stopped recording 

in 1971, which led to a temporary 

breakup. They reformed soon after 

and continued touring and releasing 

albums until 1976, when they finally 

disbanded.Their last album 'The 

Skin I'm In' was arguably their best 

as the outfit explored psychedelic 

funk rock. 

This box set arrives with a 

sturdy slip case packed with nine 

CDs featuring the four studio 

albums: 'Give Me Just A Little More 

Time' ( 1970), ' In Session' ( 1971), 

'Bittersweet' ( 1974) and 'Skin 

I'm In ( I 974)' plus solo albums 

from General Johnson ('Generally 

Speaking' ( 1972)), Harrison 

Kennedy ('Hypnotic Music' ( 1972)) 

and Danny Woods ('Aries' ( 1972)). 

You also get bonus tracks, non-

album singles and rarities plus a 

thirty-six page booklet.. 
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E5 ack in the fifties and 
early sixties. America 

went through a teen-

ager, teeny-bop, bub-

ble-gum phase, seeking out good-

looking young men for screaming 

young girls to adore. Many of them 

were not particularly good singers, 

and some of them never recovered 

from the shock of stardom.The teen 

idol, often epitomised by Fabian, 

ruled the airwaves at the time. 

Darren was one of those idols. 

He was an acceptable face of 

rock'n'roll, which meant that he 

wasn't really a rock'n'roller at all. In 

fact. Darren was firmly middle-of-

the-road in terms of singing style. 

Actually, his singing talents weren't 

up to much either. 

He began recording for Colpix 

in the late-fifties and quickly began 

a screen career that saw him star 

in numerous films.This double CD 

compilation packs in a value for 

money collection, toting four albums: 

'Album No.I',Sings For All Sizes', 

'Gidget Goes Hawaiian' and 'Love 

W henever you hear 
the words 'Mark 

I' attached to the 

history of any band 

you just know that is has been the 

recipient of ructions. heartache, 

anger, sadness, misery plus a smat-

tering of fist fights and court action 

to boot.You never hear the follow-

ing in such circumstances, 

"Eh. Key, time to go, we've got 

another drummer. Taxi's waiting." 

"No problem, Bert.Thanks for 

everything." 

"Ello Jim. Drummer's seat's 

still warm but don't get too 

comfortable. I give you a year, max, 

then expect to be fired, out of the 

blue, and possibly stranded in a 

foreign country to boot." 

"Look forward to enhancing my tan 

then, Bert. Huh, Huh." 

I mean, it never happens does it? 

A similar existence has been 

attached to the members of Deep 

Purple.This box set shows the 

Mark I albums (featuring Richie 

Among The Young'. 

During these four albums he 

recorded a fair few novelty-tinged 

hit singles of which 'Goodbye Cruel 

World', which made No 3 in the 

charts, was the biggest and best. 

But, hey, you can't accuse 

Darren of skimping on material. He 

was able to draw from a host of 

respectable songwriters including 

major Brill Building talent such 

as the Goffin-King. Mann-Weil 

and Pomus-Shuman teams.That's 

not all, Bob Crewe (The Four 

Seasons), Gloria Shayne and Howard 

Greenfield offered Darren material. 

Not their best material, sure, but 

material nevertheless. 

Speaking as a died-in-the-wool 

Trekkie, however, I have to hold my 

hand up and admit that lam a big 

fan of Darren's. His appearance 

In 'Deep Space Nine' (DS9) as 

hologram crooner Vic Fontaine was 

the highlight of the entire series, 

in my eyes. Check out the LP, 'This 

One's From the Heart', to hear 

many of those DS9 songs again.. 

Blackmore, Rod Evans, Nick Simper, 

Jon Lord and Ian Paice), packed in a 

sturdy, yet dinky little box, packed 

with classic albums such a: 'Shades 

Of Deep Purple' ( 1968; mono 

and stereo mixes): 'The Book Of 

Taliesyn' ( 1968; mono and stereo 

mixes) plus Deep Purple ( 1969). 

All arrive with bonus tracks 

featuring outtakes, rare mixes, 

remixes, A-sides. B-sides and more. 

'Shades...' may lack a sense of 

direction and it only took three 

days to produce but it's still a 

corkerThe fundamentals of hard 

rock are certainly there from the 

off, although Blackmore sounds 

rather ill at case. 

'Taliesyn..: is a vehicle for the 

artistry of Lord's superb keyboard 

work while 'Deep Purple' saw the 

transition from prog rock to hard 

rock. 

Fans will appreciate the mono/ 

stereo options.An original mono 

version of the debut album is a real 

rarity, for example. 

JAMES DARREN 

fi rl r 
n I 1 

tee 
Goodbye Cruel Wilde) 

Goodbye Cruel World 

Jasmine 

DEEP PURPLE 

Hard Road: The Mark 1 Studio 

Recordings 1968-69 

Parlophone 
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L
et me get the new AK I 20 Mk11 into context first. It is 

a pocketable digital player 

that is powered by internal 

batteries charged via USB. 

It plays all digital files, espe-

cially high-resolution, in addition to 

MP3s (etc) via headphones, offering 

very high sound quality. Crucially, 

The headphone socket now delivers 

a CD level output signal of 2V, so it 

can be connected up direct to a hi-fi 

amplifier, allowing the AK 120 Mk11 to 

be used as a high-resolution digital 

player that can, of course, play ripped 

CDs. 

Instead of Wolfson DACs, two 

Cirrus Logic CS4398 DAC chips, one 

per channel, are used in the new Mk11 

player. Measurement confirmed they 

achieve higher dynamic range than 

before, no less than 1 I 8dB through 

the headphone output - that's way 

above all other portable players and a 

great many hi-fi DACs. 

Size-wise the new AK 120 

Mk11 is narrower but taller than 

its predecessor, measuring I 18mm 

high, 55mm wide and 15mm deep. 

Being machined from a single billet 

of aluminium (anodised), it feels 

both rigid and strong but also a tad 

weighty, coming in at I 77gms.This 

makes it pocketable but I'm talking 

Fi e 
alance 

Astell&Kern fit a balanced output to their 
AK120 portable digital player, bringing 
It Mk11 status. Noel Keywood checks the 
changeS, 

trouser pockets here, not a 

shirt pocket. 

A bright and finely detailed 

AMOLED touch screen is used, 

having 480x800 resolution. 

There's a nice simple rotary 

volume control as well as touch 

screen volume control, an on/off 

button and two headphone outputs 

across the top of the player.The left 

side has forward/reverse and play/ 

pause transport control buttons but 

these functions are repeated on the 

touch screen. 

There's I 28GB of internal 

memory and a single microSD card 

slot that can accept another I 28GB 

maximum. 

On my Mac, loading via USB 

is now through an Android loader, 

not to mass storage as the original 

AK 120, so the player's operating 

system has changed to Android.A 

Mac won't natively see an Android 

device but a PC will, When loading 

measurement files I accidentally 

deleted music files and these were 

impossible to recover because 

recovery software could not see 

Android controlled hardware, a small 

potential danger. 

Both WAV and FLAC up to 

24/192 are played.There's also 

Apple's AAC,AAC and AIFF formats 

(m4a), as well as MP3 and WMA of 

course. OGG and Ape are in there 

too. Of special interest are DFF and 

DSF files as Astell&Kern label them: 

these are DSD files and both DSD64 

and DSD128 sample rates are played, 

converted to PCM. 

The bottom of the case carries a 

USB micro-B socket for charging and 

data transfer, but it can be switched 

to accept incoming digital from a 

computer, so the player can be used 

as a high-quality external headphone 

amplifier.Which brings me to those 

two headphone sockets. 

One is a standard 3.5mm 3-pole 

socket into which any headphone can 

be connected.The other is a small 

2.5mm 4-pole socket, for balanced 

headphones. They have completely 

separate signal cables to each ear 

piece; there is no shared signal 

return line.This requires use of a 

4-pole connector and unfortunately 

Astell&Kern use a miniature, almost-

unavailable, physically weak 2.5mm 

jack. I was unable to find a matching 

plug in the UK and soldered up 

an adaptor (used in this review) 

for my Oppo PM1 planar magnetic 

headphones, using a plug sent from 

Korea by iRiver. It had to be clamped 

in a special soldering stand, with light 

and magnifier, to be soldered with 

a fine tip iron. So best to be aware 

that using the AK 120 MkIl's balanced 

output may not be easy. 

The balanced output can work 

through an adaptor lead (PEF 12 

£699!) terminated with XLR plugs to 

feed a balanced amplifier input. 

There's enough output to drive 

even the most insensitive headphones 

loud I found, the PM Is being a good 

example. 

There is an S/PDIF optical output 

that carries up to 192kHz sample 

rate data. There's also a Bluetooth 
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A micro-USB connector (bot-

tom) and microSD card slot at 

side. 

short-range transmitter so music 

can be sent from the settee to 

the hi-fi and although compressed 

this gives convincingly good quality. 

DSD cannot be streamed and 

car Bluetooth is not compatible, 

Astell&Kern state. 

Music can be streamed to the 

player over wi-fi from an MQS 

Streaming Server, software for PC 

(XP to 8) and Mac (Lion: OS X 10.7 

or later) must be downloaded from 

Astell&Kern. Or it can be streamed 

through the USB connection but 

music cannot be sent in the other 

direction, from the player to a DAC 

over USB. 

When used as an external DAC/ 

headphone amp the AK 120 11 would 

not accept I 92kHz sample rate files 

at 24bit resolution from my Mac (OS 

X Mavericks), only 24/96. Firmware 

update info is automatically gathered 

over wi-fi and the review sample was 

up to date at review with firmware 

1.01. 

The internal lithium polymer 

battery has 3250 mAh capacity, is 

non-removable and charges via USB's 

5V line, so charge time depends upon 

source current, but a 2A source will 

charge the player in 4 hours, and 

double for a IA source. Playing time 

is around 10 hours, depending upon 

screen usage. 

SOUND QUALITY 
Using Oppo PM1 planar magnetic 

headphones with both unbalanced 

and balanced leads, showed again 

that balanced has some obvious 

advantages.With Queen singing 

'Don't Stop Me Now' (24/88.2kHz 

FLAC) the soundstage was widened 

with better emphasis from left and 

right and better separation between 

instruments, with harmonies clearly 

at left one minute, then taking 

up centre stage as they as take 

the lead.There was a less diffuse 

quality, both in image distinction, as 

well as temporal definition, so the 

metronomic timing of kick drum was 

pin sharp in the time domain. 

That the new Mk11 has more 

dynamic push was hammered into me 

directly I pressed play on Fleetwood 

Mac's 'Dreams' (24/96 FLAC). I was 

hit forcefully by Mick Fleetwood's 

drums that open the track; rolls 

across the drum set were punchy and 

perfectly defined.Again there was a 

super-wide sound stage with gentle 

tapping on cymbal at far left clearly 

audible, punctuated by crashes, whilst 

drums rolled across the stage clearly 

right to left, all of this clear to follow 

behind Stevie Nicks' vocals. 

No matter how good the 

Astell&Kerns have become, and how 

good they are against rival players, 

a good external mains powered 

DAC still offers improvement. 

Connected to an Audiolab M-DAC 

via optical digital I heard a very 

similar sound balance from the M-

DAC's headphone output, a trifle 

less sorted across the soundstage 

due to unbalanced working but also 

with a tad more dynamic punch and 

low-level air and insight.The M-DAC 

uses a ESS Sabre32 and I selected 

Optimal DD filtering for best impulse 

behaviour. This comparison does 

highlight how close the AK 120 Mk11 

now gets to a top-quality mains-

powered DAC and what you can 

expect when driving a hi-fi amplifier 

from its headphone output when 

it is switched to Line to bypass the 

volume control. 

CONCLUSION 
This is a player a music producer 

would demand. It separates out 

musical strands, almost rudely 

showing what is happening in every 

part of the physical sound stage 

at every moment in time. Punchy, 

dynamic and super clean it is an 

analytical tool of the highest order 

On top are a conventional 3.5mm headphone sock-

et (at right), and rare 2.5mm four pole socket giving 

balanced output. Also, rotary volume control. 

yet svelte in its presentation. 

The new AKI20 Mk11 is a Rolls 

Royce of a player, beautifully built and 

with wonderful sound. Only the use 

of a 2.5mm 4-pole headphone jack 

that's almost unobtainable stands out 

as a curious impediment to the full 

exploitation of its abilities. It is very 

pricey too. 

MEASURED PERFORMANCE 
Frequency response extended to a high 

85kHz upper limit with 192kHz sample 

rate data, our analysis of a white noise 

FREQUENCY RESPONSE, 192k 

Mal 

DISTORTION, 24bit, -60dB 

0 0280 % ThE 

•1101211.1ffl:31àfflMEMEIIIM 

file shows. This is a very high upper 

limit by current standards. It shows 

iRiver have sought to ensure the Mk11 

delivers a performance demonstrably 

ahead of the original AK120 that reached: 

73kHz. 

In the same vein EIAJ Dynamic 

Range has been improved from a very 

respectable 115dB - excellent for a 

portable - to 118dB, a figure that is 

approaching some of the best stand-

alone hi-fi DACs. 

Headphone output has increased 

too, now measuring 2V, up from 1.6V of 

the original player - and plenty enough 

to drive even insensitive planar magnetic 

headphones (e.g. Oppo, Audeze) loud. 

The AK120 Mk11 has improved upon 

the original player in all areas and is now 

even further ahead of all around it. It has a 

fabulous performance for a portable. NK 

Frequency response 
Separation 
NoiGc 

Distortion ( 24bit,-60dB) 
Dynamic range ( EIAJ) 
Output 

4Hz-85kHz 

101dB 
-117r1R 

0.028% 
118dB 

2V 

ASTELL&KERN 
AK120 II £ 1450 

eeee 
EXCELLENT - extremely 
capable 

VERDICT 
Fabulous sound and build 
quality. A deeply sophis-

, ticated portable player. 

FOR 
- sound quaky 
- build quaky 
- DSO replay 

AGAINST 
- expensive 
- 2.5mm balanced jack 
- Android interface 

AStellErKem 
Computers Unlimited 
www.unlimited.com 
+44 ( 0120 82 00 82 82 
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Decent Audio present 
Meet the revolutionary designer... 

Mr Louis Desjardins 
arrives at KJ West One, London on 

the 21st/22nd November 2014 
to spend a few hours with lovers of music and dedicated vinyl listeners. 

The Kronos turntables he designs have redefined what is possible from the vinyl 
format. If you take your vinyl replay seriously this is a rare opportunity to access 

his time and confirm what experienced reviewers and audiophiles around 
the world have been enthusing about. The contra-rotating platters of the 

original ' Kronos' turntable and its newer baby brother ' Sparta' are simply and 
demonstrably superior to any other design - come hear this for yourself. 

For info or to book your place, 
visit www.kjwestone.co.uk 

or call 0207 4868262. 

0 
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OPINION 

"the Sabre32 DAC has a 
smoothness that makes 

listening a pleasure" 

II
have become an ESS Sabre32 
DAC fan 1 must admit. My ears 

tell me it gives superior sound 

quality to all else. I am not 

alone it seems: the Sabre is 

becoming ever more popular 

amongst manufacturers as they fall 

for its sonic charms. Oppo's BDP-

I 05D Blu-ray player in this issue 

illustrated yet again how products 

built around the Sabre can be ground 

breakers. But as their numbers 

increase so do peculiar design quirks, 

as I see them, due to design and cost 

pressures. Here's a look at what the 

Sabre32 has been designed to do, 

and what you commonly find it actu-

ally does after being stuffed into a 

box.There are some big differences. 

Over the last few years, 

differences between DACs have been 

subtle; in the Sabre32 they are less 

so. It has quite distinct subjective 

properties that hook me every time. 

There's a lack of digital glare and 

a smoothness that makes listening 

easy on the ear. 

At the same time there is 

immense low-level detailing that 

makes for a sound less barren 

than usual, even from CD where 

I 6bit imposes a low-level limit. 

This typically makes live vocals, 

where a microphone is picking up 

subtle ambient cues, sound more 

dimensional and atmospheric: 

there's a person at the microphone, 

a performer - not a detached 

mechanical voice. 

From a technical perspective it's 

interesting - to me at least! - that 

our Rohde&Schwarz UPV audio 

analyser clearly shows the major 

advantage this chip has over all 

others currently available: enormous 

dynamic range. In the BDP-I05D this 

measured 123dB - and any figure 

above 120dB is, currently, strato-

spheric. Most DAC chips manage 

up to 120dB with 24bit, so the 

ESS Sabre32 is quantifiably ahead, 

and this is when it is working at 

half of its full potential, four of the 

eight parallel processing channels 

in a ESS9018 being used per audio 

channel, left and right. For cost 

reasons this is how it is normally 

configured in a stereo DAC, such 

as Audiolab's M-DAC and Q-DAC, 

or a 9012 is used.The BDP- 105D 

uses two ESS90 I 8s in fact, one for 

the 7.1 channel AV audio output 

and another for the stereo output, a 

lavish arrangement. 

It is possible to run all eight of 

the Sabre32's channels in parallel, 

however, to achieve a massive 

(quoted) 132dB of dynamic range. 

The Resonessence Invicta Mirus 

convertor we reviewed in the 

September 2014 issue does this, 

meaning two ESS Sabre32s must 

be used, but the end result was 

an astonishing 131 dB measured 

dynamic range, our UPV analyser 

showed, putting it way ahead of all 

other stereo DACs. But two chips, at 

around $35 apiece, when bought in 

quantity, inevitably raises price. 

ESS show AD797 audio 

amplifier chips used between the 

Sabre32 and the outside world 

in their development boards and 

balanced XLR has a chip less than 

unbalanced (phono socket) output, 

explaining why it gives the best 

results. If the 'box designer' (he who 

stuffs!) decides to use another chip, 

distortion or noise may suffer, so the 

real life performance of a Sabre32-

equipped product does depend upon 

design decisions that may be swayed 

by budget and here is where our 

measurements reveal differences.A 

Benchmark HGC DAC2 currently 

under test for the next issue is 

swinging a low 3V via XLR and there 

are visible distortion products, so 

the output arrangement looks to be 

different to usual. 

The Sabre32 comes with a 32bit 

internal resolution volume control 

and slow and fast digital PCM filters, 

as well as DSD decoding with four 

internal filter options. Diligent/ 

knowledgable engineers can program 

in their own filter coefficients to 

come up with any desired filter 

characteristic. 

To date only Audiolab have 

programmed up audio filters, mainly 

because their designer John Westlake 

knows what to do and how to do 

it. Few digital audio engineers have 

a deep enough understanding of 

analogue audio to know how this 

is going to impact sound quality 

or whether it is even worthwhile 

doing, although ESS App notes clearly 

show their slow filter has far lower 

group delay than the sharp filter, for 

example. 

Purely on the basis of listening, 

I'd choose a slow filter with better 

time domain impulse behaviour over 

a fast filter that measures better any 

time, and so would others I know 

when faced with this decision.Yet in 

general you will find the fast filter is 

used by default and the ESS filters 

included on the chip are usually 

made unavailable to users. 

Potential buyers may want to 

take a view on this.There's no filter 

option on the Oppo, for example, 

but as it has so much else on-board 

and costs just over £ 1000 this can 

be excused, methinks. 

Audiolab have seven filters on 

the £400 Q-DAC (but no DSD), 

Benchmark have no filter options 

on their £ 1650 DAC2, whilst Invicta 

instigate ESS's fast and slow option 

on the £4499 Mirus.There are big 

differences here. 

Worse, to confuse things, I think 

ESS's own filters are not very useful, 

differences between them being too 

small. 

So there's a way to go yet with 

the Sabre32 and leeway for digital 

audio to get better than we know it 

today. It's all in the chips!. 

Noel Keywood 
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Pro-Ject Xtension 9 Evolution Superpodi 

hi-f i news 

ilnEFILFYD 

Xtension 9 SuperPack 
The Xtension 9 SuperPack from Pro-Ject Audio Systems represents one of the finest high-end turntable 
packages available today. Drawing inspiration from Pro-Ject's first ever 'money-no-option' turntable, the 
Xtension 12, this streamlined version boasts advanced technologies and phenomenal value for money. 

The high-gloss plinth (available in Black, Red or White) is an MDF construction filled with metal granulate, 

making it high-mass and non-resonant just like the platter, which is made from a special alloy lined with 

Thermo-Plastic Elastomers and topped with recycled vinyl records. The whole turntable is magnetically 

decoupled from a rack by three specially designed feet. 

The Xtension 9 SuperPack's motor efficiency is improved by the built-in speed control module, and the 
whole package is finished off by the stunning 9CC Evolution Tonearm and pre-fitted Ortofon Quintet Black. 

Available in the UK for £2,200 (UK SRP) 

Distributed by Henley Designs Ltd. 

T: +44 (0)1235 511 166 E: salesehenleydesigns.co.uk W: www.henleydesigns.co.uk 



OPINION 

"Punk micht have seemec 
to be revolutionary out, in 

retrosoect, it wasn't" 

I
t's odd, isn't it? We strive to 
be different and yet we end 

up being the same.The older 

I get the more like my dad I 

become. I laugh and I shock 

myself at how much like my 

father it sounds. I raise an eyebrow 

in a certain way, catch the look in 

the mirror and see my father. It's 

scary. 

Music is the same in many ways. 

It moves in looping circles. People 

are always looking for the New 

Thing', the next new fad, a new type 

of music and the next revolutionary 

genre that will re-write how music 

will be played and heard. 

But music always comes home. 

Returning back to its roots, even if it 

might do that with added tweaks.Yes, 

there are major musical genres but 

only a few that are truly different. 

Take Rock, for example.You 

may investigate the boundaries and 

hidden corners of the genre but, 

basically, heavy metal, blues rock, 

post rock and jazz rock are all part 

of the same musical monster. 

It's like any mature 'product'. 

Once the basic form has been 

explored, people can't help but 

tinker, twist, modify, prod, push and 

mould but the roots to rock remain. 

I was struck by this when 

chatting recently to rockabilly fan 

and successful female solo artist 

Imelda May. 

She mentioned that punk might 

have seemed to have been revolu-

tionary at the time if you were there 

(I was and that's just what it seemed 

to be at the time) but, in retrospect, 

it wasn't. 

It was more evolutionary, in 

fact, and it was just another variant 

of Rock. It could be traced back to 

rock's roots. 

It was fun and energetic but it 

merely focused our minds on what 

had already been possible for years 

(in terms of music, publishing, fashion 

or social interaction). 

This combination of tweaking 

and exploration of musical genres 

and so-called revelations was 

brought home to me when I 

received a batch of new CDs from 

veteran English record label, BGO 

(http://www.bgo-records.com). 

Featuring a wide catalogue 

of artists and genres, it's easy to 

browse the company's lists and see 

the splintering and octopus-like 

evolution of rock as a genre. 

A clue to the point of all of this 

can be found in the introductory 

paragraph. Part of the reason for 

the splintering and morphing of rock 

is down to our parents and our 

childhood influences. 

Childhood (from zero to 

eighteen years of age, say) is terribly 

influential.That is where we soak 

in the majority of life's information. 

Information that will inform our 

future. 

This is also why you always 

hear that rock artist X, for example, 

featured country elements on his 

new album because X's mother or 

father played a lot of country in the 

house when he was a kid. 

You blend your current 

observations with your childhood 

influences to create something 

'different'. As such, though, you 

never move forward, in a straight 

line, but in swirling loops moving 

backwards to move forwards, like a 

wave on an oceanic tide. 

One BGO artist Albert 

Hammond (featuring on BGO 

albums such as 'When I Need 

You' and 'Somewhere In America') 

commented on one release, "I 

wanted to go back to my roots, to 

Buddy Holly, Eddie Cochran, Roy 

Orbison and Elvis and to all the 

people I have played all my life and 

are the reason why I am doing what 

I am doing".There's the circle again, 

the loop. 

Another BGO artist, Sha Na Na 

(who appear on the LP 'The Night 

Is Still Young'), made their name 

and their debut at the legendary 

Woodstock festival. 

The whole point of the band's 

revivalist existence, however, is the 

older, traditional rock'n'roll/doo-wop. 

Even seemingly different genres have 

been morphed into rock. 

"Fairport (Convention) was in 

the dressing room at University" 

said band member Ashley Hutchings 

of a gig in the late sixties, "getting 

ready to play and Sandy (Denny) 

started to sing A Sailor's Life' — 

acoustic guitar...voice — as she would 

in a folk club years previously". 

"We picked up our instruments 

and we jammed along. It sounded 

really good to us.VVe'd not really 

done anything like this before". 

"It came time to go onstage. 

We said, '0k, let's start with that.' 

We went on stage, played it and 

improvised the whole piece. It was 

magical.We never looked back". 

"There's very few times when 

you can say in music that 'This was 

the first.' But you can put your finger 

on that evening as the beginning of 

British folk-rock". 

You can hear more of Hutchings 

musical forays on a series of BGO 

CDs featuring The Albion Band on 

titles such as ' Rise Up Like The Sun'. 

Then there's the blues which 

Rock also assimilated into blues-rock 

in the late sixties. 

But you talk to someone like 

Canned Heat's drummer Fito de la 

Parra - who played magnificent blues 

on BGO albums such as 'Canned 

Heat' and 'Boogie With Canned 

Heat' — and discover that the people 

he most wanted to meet were the 

likes of soul legend Ray Charles and 

jazz greats such as Gene Krupa and 

Buddy Rich! 

As I said, it's all loops and circles, 

people, loops and circles.. 

Paul Rigby 
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2NDI-119 NDHIFI.COU 
£1 million event with 400 new items 
Aesthetix Rhea excellent honed 
Audiolici phono stage and line preomp 
Avid Acutus Ref power supply 
Avid Volvere SP turntable 
BAT VKPIO Phono stage, age and superb sound 
Benz Micro LP, boxed plenty of life left 
Benz Micro Ruby Wood H, boxed plenty of life left 
Benz Micro L 04, boxed plenty of life left 
Cartridge Man Conductor Air Bearing Tonearm 
Cartridge Man Music Maker 
Clearaudio Concept MM package, nr mint boxed 
Clearaudio Concept MC package 
Clearaudio Performance DC package 
Clearoudio Innovation Compact good condition 
Clearaudio Unify Tonearm excellent boxed 
Conrad Johnson TEA lb Phono stage 
Conrad Johnson Premier Six phono preamplifier 
Consonance Cyber 40 phono stage 
Garrard 401, Slate Audio plinth 
Graham Phantom Supreme 12", SME cut 
Hadcock 241 Export, 
Leema Elements phono stage 
Lehmann Block Cube phone stage 
Lehmann Black Cube SE phono stage 
Linn Sondek, Ittok LVI I, excellent 
Linn Sondek, Wok, Valhalla, age. 
Linn Sondek, Cirkus, Valhalla, front mount motor 
Linn Sondek, Lingo, Noim Aro, superb 
Linn Sondek, Bank plus , Valhalla, VGC. 
Linn Sondek, Grace 707, bosik psu, VGC. 
Linn Sondek, Lingo, Peeled 9CC, Dynovector 10X5 
Linn Bank Plus, vv. 
luxman PD264, excellent 
Luxmon PD300, fantastic condition 
Lyra Erodion Step up 
Mona Reference wall shelf 
Mona Reference table 
Michell Gyrodec Export, Tecnoorm A, boxed 
Michell Tecnoarm A in block as new mint boxed 
Michell Focus One, SME 3009, excellent, 
Moth phono stage 
Musical Fidelity XLPSV3 phono stage 
Musical Fidelity XLPSV8 phono stage 
NAPA Aro, excellent boxed 
NAIM Stageline N excellent boxed 
Pioneer P1530 Direct Drive, good eondition 
Project RPM 9 turntable with arm and platform 
Project Phonobox 2, ex boxed 
Project RPM 5 Turntable/Arm boxed with Speedbox 
Project RPM 4 Turntable/Arm with (over, great! 
Rego TTPSU, excellent 
Rego Planar 2, RB250, excellent boxed 
Rego Planar 3 c/w R200 
Rego RP8, Apheta Cartridge, excellent boxed 
Rego RP3 Elys2 cartridge, excellent boxed 
Rego RP6, excellent boxed 
Rego EOS phono stage 
Revolver Rosewood, G1022, excellent 
Roksan Xerxes RB300, PSU, boxed 
Rokson Xerxes, XPS2, Linn Fit 
Rokson Xerxes, XPS, SME Fit 
Ratel RP3000 Direct Drive TT with matching arm 
Ratel RP855/AT110 with spare stylus, excellent 
Graham Slee Fanfare Amp3 
Graham Sloe Gram Amp2 
Graham Sloe Elevator EXP Step up 
SME 3009/3, excellent boxed 
SME 3012, excellent 
SME VI2, nr mint boxed 
Systemdek, Syrinx PU2, excellent 
Technics S1120, SME3009 excellent 
Thorens 111160 HD turntable 
Thorens TD170, Fully Automatic, excellent 
Thorens 10160, Audio Technics arm, boxed 
Thorens TD209 turntable package 
Thorens TD2030 Blue turntable 
Thorens TD125 c/w SME3009, excellent 
Tom Evans Groove, 0.85mv/I00 ohm, excellent 
Townshend Elite Rock, Merlin, [nubbin 
Trichord Dino 2 e/w NC PSU & HP Cable 
VDH Colibri M/C cartridge 
VDH Condor M/C cartridge 
VDH MC One Special Edition M/C cartridge 
VIL TP2.5 phono stage ( new ) 
Wilson [tenet!! Act 1 Tonearm, nr mint superb 

laumnifflumimmiml 
Aim Alpha, vgc• 
Arcam 161, Ix! 
Aram DT9I, excellent boxed 
Creek T43 FM tuner 
Denon TU-SIO 
Denon DRM700 3 head 
Musical Fidelity XT100 tuner ( no psu) 
NAIM NAT05, excellent 
NAIM NATIO1 & SNAPS, excellent £500 NAIM service 
NAIM NATOI & NAPST, excellent boxed 
Nakomichi BX2, excellent 
Nakomichi CRI, excellent 
Pure 701ES DAB Tuner 
Quad FM3, vgc 
Revox 8250 Tuner in black/gold finish 
Ratel RTI080, excellent 
Ratel RT850 Tuner 
Sony Minidisc MDS.18920 

used 
used 
used 
new 
used 
used 
new 
used 
used 
used 
used 
used 
used 
used 
used 
used 
used 
used 

29 
79 
149 
99 
199 
49 
149 
299 
899 
899 
149 
99 
89 
99 

349 
149 
29 
79 

used 1599 
dem 999 
dem 2499 
new 2749 
used 1999 
used 1199 
used 599 
used 499 
new 749 
dem 499 
used 699 
dem 999 
dem 1999 Audio Project ap60 integrate 
dem 1999 Audio Research Ref 610 Monoblocks, age boxed 
used 699 Audiolab 80000/Ms, silver, excellent boxed 
used 1999 Audiolab 13000C excellent boxed 
used Call Audiolob 8000A vac boxed 
dem 599 Audiolob 8200A age boxed 
used 799 Audion Silver Knight PSE valve monoblocks 
dem cull Audion Sterling Plus KT88 Integrated boxed 
dem 599 BAT VK5Ose preamplifier, vgc. 
dem 299 Cairn MCA monoblocks 
dem Call Chameleon Ruby Power Amplifier 
dem Call Chapter Audio Couplet Power Amplifier 
used 899 Chord Electronics SPMI200b, excellent 
used 849 Conrad Johnson Premier 18, boxed with remote 
used 599 Consonance Cyber 10 Integrated 
used 2499 Consonance Ref 8.8 integrated volve amp 
used 699 Consonance Cyber 211 monos c/w Pavane valves 
used 599 Consonance A120, ex demo mint 
used 1499 Creek Destiny Integrated 
used 149 EAR 890 Power, excellent boxed 
used 499 EAR 8341 Integrated amplifier 
used 299 ES Lobs DS 04 digital, excellent boxed 
used 1499 Esoteric CO3/A03 Pre/Power, boxed remote 
used 299 Exposure mil Monoblaks, excellent boxed 
used 299 Grad GM5011 Mk11 Integrated 
used 1199 Groff GM 100 volve power amp. 
used 449 Icon Audio, E134 boxed 
used 399 Krell FP8600, excellent 
dem 249 leema Towne 2, excellent boxed 
dom 99 Leema Pyxis/Altair Reference Pre & Monos 
dom 199 LID Inte rated amp LE MKIII 
used 1499 LID 151 linestage, reasonable shape 
used 199 Linn Mojik Pre & 4100 Power, excellent 
used 299 Linn Kolector Preamplifier 
dem 649 Meridian 50IV preamp, excellent 
used 59 Meridian 501 Pre 
used 399 Micromego IA100, great integrated, boxed 
used 249 Musical Fidelity M6i, excellent boxed 
used 119 Musical Fidelity Al F81 Preamp & PSU 
used 179 Musical Fidelity M3i, excellent boxed 
used 179 Musical Fidelity M3i, excellent boxed, REDUCED 
dem 1249 Musical Fidelity MI PWR, excellent boxed 
used 399 Musical Fidelity 01100 Integrated 
used 599 NAIM NAC82, excellent boxed 
used 199 NAIM NAP250, olive excellent 
used 199 NAIM NAM, excellent boxed 
used 599 NAIM NAC42/NAP110, excellent boxed 
used 349 NAIN NAP300, excellent boxed 
used 349 NAIM NAC252 excellent boxed 
used 249 NAIM NAP250, excellent late boxed olive 
used 79 NAIM NAP150, excellent boxed 

dem 79 NAIM NAC252, ex demo, mint boxed 1  
den! 119 NAIM NAC202, vgr boxed just NAIM serviced 

used 299 NAIN NAP155X5, excellent boxed 
NAIN NAP180, excellent boxed used 249 NAIM NAC42/NAPII0 combo, boxed great used 799 NAIM NAIT 5, excellent remote boxed 

dem Call NAIN NAC152XS/NAP155X5, boxed remote 
used 349 NAPA NAC112/NAPI50, remote 
used 399 
new 1199 HAIM NAC90/11AP92, age 

NAIN NAIT XS2, excellent boxed 
used 249 Neutonia Salis Integrated, classy Restek built 
used 249 Onix 0A32 Integrated, excellent 
dem 699 Onix 0A25 Integrated, excellent 
new 999 Pathos Logos Integrated 
used 399 Placette Audio Passive Linestage 
used 849 Prima Luna Prologue 3 Preamplifier vv. 
used 999 Prima Luno Prologue 2 Integrated, good shape 
dem Cell Prima Luna Prologue 3 Preamplifier, REDUCED 
new 3499 Prima Luna Prologue Premium Preamplifier 
new 1999 Puresound L300 valve preamp 
new 749 Puresound LIO preamp 
new 1749 Puresound A30 valve integrated amp 
used 799 Quad 66 Preamp, excellent remote 

Quad 99 Pre/Power, excellent, remote, Cluadlink 
Quad 405, from 
Quad Elite Monoblocks, boxed 
Quad 34/306 lote grey versions 
Quad 707 Power 
Rego Luna, rare item 
Rego Brio 3, excellent boxed 
Rego Mira 3, excellent boxed 
Resolution Audio Opus 21 S80 Integrated 
Roksan Kandy K2 Power, nr mint boxed 
Rokson Kandy K2 Integrated, nr mint boxed 
Sugden Mastercloss Monoblocks, in titanium 
Sugden A2la line Integrated 
Sugden Masterclass Pre/Monos in Graphite 
Sugden Masterclass Pre/Monos in Titanium 
Sugden Mosterclass Integrated in Titanium 
Sugden A21SE in Titanium, boxed, excellent 
Talk Eleetronics Hurricane 3/Tornado 3.1 monos 
TEAC Distinction A1000 Integrated, ex demo 
Unison Research Simply Italy Integrated 

Aesthetic Culypsu, excellent boxed 
AMR 777 Integrated 
Anatek CM0.5/MB50 (loss A Monos 
Anthem Integrated2 Volve Integrated 
Art Audio Joto 520b, excellent 
ATC SIA2-150 Integrated, excellent boxed 
Atoll IN 200 amplifier 
Audio Flight Pre and Flight 50 Class A power 
Audio Analogue Maestro Ref Pre/Monos £ 15k ne 
Audio Analogue Maestro Ref SE integrated 
Audio Analogue Puccini SE amp. Black 
Audio Analogue Maestro Integrated 

used 1799 Acoustic Arts TubeDoc II Se, excellent boxed 
dem 1999 Aram Alpha 8, excellent 
dem 1199 Arum CDI7, as new boxed 
used 499 Alum Alpha 7, remote excellent 
used 3999 Aream Alpha Ose, excellent boxed 
used 1299 Arcom 023, excellent 
new 799 Arcom CD73, excellent boxed 
dem 3999 Arcam CD37, excellent 

w dem 5999 Arum CD72, excellent remote boxed 
dem Call Artam Alpha Plus, excellent 
dem 379 Atoll ST200 streamer 
dem Call Atoll 1005E DAC 
dem WI Audio Alchemy digital transmission interfoce/psu 
used14299 Audio Analogue Maestro SE CD 
used 899 Audio Analogue Paganini (later model) 
used 199 Audio Synthesis Transcend CDT (Nodded SONY) 
used 199 Ayre Evolution DVD 
dem 499 Bewitch ( Puresound ) A8000 CD 
dem 1999 Cambridge Audio Docmogic ( newer model) 
dem 499 Chapter Audio Sonnet CD & Nexo remote 
used 2499 CEC TL51XR, lovely belt drive unit 
used 399 Chord Oute EX DAC excellent boxed 
used 199 Consonance Turondot CD 
dem 1999 Consonance CD2.2 Linear MK11 

Consonance 120 Linear 
Consonance Droplet, vac. 
Cyrus DACXP, excellent boxed 
Cyrus CDXTse, excellent, boxed 
Cyrus Streamline excellent, boxed 
Denon DNP120AE, near mint boxed 
EAR Acute 3, mint boxed 
Exposure 2010CD, remote 
Goldenote Koala , near mint boxed 
Inca Design Ketone cd player ( no remote) 
Linn CD12, excellent 
Linn Bank 3, excellent boxed remote 
Maranta CD63KI, age 
Maranta (DID, excellent boxed new belt kit 
Marantz SA7001, nr mint boxed 
Maranta CD6004, nr mint boxed 
Meridian 506/20 with MSR 
Meridian 508/20, excellent 
Moon Equinox CD 
Moon CD 3.3x £3k new 
Musical Fidelity XDAC V8 
Musical Fidelity 3.5 CD 
Musical Fidelity Al Pro CD 
Musical Fidelity KW SACD with upgraded psu 
Musical Fidelity A5CD, excellent 
Musical Fidelity MI DAC, excellent boxed 
Musical Fidelity M1 CDTB 
Musical Fidelity M3 in block 
Musical Fidelity MIClic 
Musical Fidelity CD1008 Pro, near mint boxed 
Myryod l2ODAC, excellent boxed 
NAIM CDX, excellent, boxed remote 
NAIM CD5, remote, SNAIC, new loser 
NAIN CD5, remote, WIC excellent 
NAIM CDS3, excellent boxed, remote 
NAPA CDS3, excellent boxed, remote 
NAIM CDX, excellent, boxed remote, lote model 
NAPA CD5Si, 2 months old 
NAPA CD3.5, age 
NAIM DVD5, excellent boxed 
Pathos Endorphin, (rated 
Prima Luna Prologue 8, ex demo boxed 
Quad 99CDP, excellent REDUCED 
Rego Planet 2000, excellent 

used 999 Rego Apollo R, excellent 
used 499 Rego lo DAC, excellent 
used 349 Rego DAC, excellent boxed 
used 799 Raga Saturn, excellent boxed 
used 399 Rotel RCD02, age 
used 299 Rotel RCDI072, excellent, remote 
used 399 Sony BD500 
dem 1999 Sugden CD21SE in Titanium 
dem 599 Sugden Mosterclass CD original version 
used 649 TEAC VRDS7, excellent remote 
dom 299 Theta DS Pro Progeny DAC 
dom 249 Tube Technology Fulcrum CD transport 
used 1199 Tube Technology Fulcrum DAC ( inc DAC64 chip) 
dom 3599 Unison Research ( DE 
dom 1399 Y8A GC- 10, ex boxed, £ 1600 new, BARGAIN 
dem 749 
used 349 
used 649 Acoustic Energy Reference speaker stand 
used 199 Elemental Audio Equipment Rack 
used 749 Elemental Audio speaker stands 
used 399 Ergo AMT phones with Amp 2 (£2.5k new) 
used 399 Experience Filtration 6 way block with 3m cable 
used 199 HiFi Racks 3 tier rack in Oak 
used 229 Isotek Novo power conditioner 
used 299 Isol-8, various cables etc 
dem Coll Rol-8, Substation Integra 
dem 499 Lehmann Rhinelander 
dem 599 Musical Fidelity MI HPAB 
used 3999 Musical Fidelity TripleX power supply 
dem 999 NAIM XPS DR, ex demo 
used 6499 NAIM HiCap 2, excellent boxed 
used 6499 NAPA Flatcap XS, excellent boxed 
dem 2749 NAIN HiCap 2002, Serviced 
used 1399 NAIM Superego, various excellent boxed from 
dem 1399 ProAudio Bono Reference Platform 
dem 599 Tellurium 0 Interconnects, various 
dem 999 Trade Audio speaker stands with extra top plates 

used 1299 
dem 1799 
dem 799 
dem 999 
dem 2999 
dem 399 
dem 699 
used 2199 
used 1499 
dem 299 
dem 7749 
used 899 
dem 2999 
dem 1999 
used 299 
used 2999 
used 1999 
dem 10499 
dem 1499 
used 299 
used 1499 
used 299 
used 299 
used 349 
dem 599 
used 1399 
new 499 
dem 749 
used 649 
used 349 
dem 249 
used 899 
used 1099 
used 349 
used 499 
used 3749 
used 3499 
used 1199 
used 349 
dem 4499 
used 1199 
used 649 
used 599 
used 599 
used 449 
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used 2249 
used 149 
dem 449 
used 119 
used 199 
used 399 
used 199 
used 799 
used 99 
used 99 
new 899 
new 299 
used 99 
dem Coll 
dem 399 
dem 399 
dem 1999 
dem 349 
used 99 
dem 1999 
used 699 
dem 799 
dem 399 
new 799 
dem 299 
dem 899 
used 949 
used 449 
used 549 
used 199 
dem 3749 
used 199 
used 759 
used 149 
used 3999 
used 
used 
used 
used 
used 
used 
used 
used 
used 
new 
dem 
new 
used 
used 
used 
dem 
dem 
new 
used 1199 
used 199 
used 649 
used 599 
used 449 
used 1899 
used 1999 
used 699 
used 799 NAPA Credo, excellent 
used 299 NAIM SBL, age. 
used 499 NEAT Motive 1, near mint boxed 
dem 3499 Nola KO speakers in black 
dem 1299 Nola Boxer speakers in black 
used 399 Nola Contender in Cherry 
used 199 Nola Micro Grand Reference inc stands, £ 15k new 
used 449 Opera Callas SP 
used 149 PM( Twenty Three, mint boxed in ook 
used 349 Prom 0400 speakers in Maple 
used 599 Prop( Studio 110, excellent boxed 
used 79 Quad 21L Floorstonder 
used 249 Quad ESL63, fair condition 
used 99 Red Rose Rosebud £2.5k new with ( used) stands 
dem 799 Referente 3A DoCapo in gloss black 
used 999 Revel M22, excellent boxed 
used 249 Revolver RW45 floorstander in Cherry 
used 249 Revolver Cygnis Gold in Block, £ 14k new 
dem 699 Revolver Cygnis in Maple/Black, £6k new 
dem 899 Revolver Music 1 

Apogee keno Signature ( Reality rebuilt) Superb 
Arcaydis LS3/5A look & soundalikes, £800 new 
Art Audio Stiletto in Maple 
Aspara Acoustics HL6 in Oak 
Audio Physic Tempo in Cherry, fair 
Aurum Cantos Music Goddess in Gloss black 
BOW CDM1, age. 
BOW DM601s3, vac. 
BOW DM602s3, ago! 
BOW 804s, excellent boxed in cherry 
B&W 800D, near mint, boxed 
B&W N805 with matching stands, excellent! 
B&W DM602s3, age. 
BOW DM683, excellent boxed 
Diapason Ares 
ER Acoustics (RI 
Eminent Technology LEIB, some marks 
Epos M22 in Cherry 
Final 400 Electrostatics with ES400 Sub 
Focal Profile 908 and stands 
Focal Electra 1008, mint boxed 
Focal Electra 1028, mint boxed 
Focal Electra 1038, mint boxed 
Gradient Intro, excellent condition, bargain 
lleco (elan 500 in Silver 
Heco Celan 300 in Mahogany dem 399 
Haca Statement in gloss black, £3k new dem 1499 
Innersound Eros Ill hybrid 0/static & amp, BARGAIN dem 799 
Kef Reference 102 with Kobe, excellent used 149 
Kef 105, excellent boxed used 249 
Kef 0100, brand new, sealed box new 249 

499 Kudos CIO, boxed age and cheap used 999 
199 Kudos C20, boxed  dem 1299 
449 Kudos 02, age boxed dem 799 
199 Leemo Xondio MO in black new 2499 
199 Leema Acoustics Xero, age. boxed, REDUCED used 299 
399 Leema Xero in Mahogany dem 349 
449 Linn Kan, boxed u 49 

999 Living Voice 18O 02 in stunning Zebrano, exeellent uessseeeddd 22249 
799 Linn Index with KuSione stands, ago!  99 

Call Magneplanar MGI.6, superb, boxed used 999 
399 Magneplanor MGI.1, good condition boxed used 1399 
799 Mark & Daniel Maximus with treble extenders £2500ish dem 999 
1249 Mark and Daniel Topaz in White no, Marble cabinets dem 749 
549 Mark and Daniel Mini in Grey inc. Marble cabinets. dem 699 
329 Martin Logan Mosaic, excellent boxed used 699 
499 Martin Logan Quests, superb sound, reduced used 1299 
499 Martin Logan Source SE real wood veneer, ex boxed dem 999 
699 Martin Logan Prodigy, due in used Coll 

Martin Logan Summit X, ex demo dem Call 
Meridian MI Active speakers, boxed  used 1199 
Monitor Audio PL300, mint crated  dm 3 
Monitor Audio GX50, near mint boxed usad 

599999 

Monitor Audio GX300, near mint boxed dem 1999 
Monopulse Model S  new 699 
Monopulse Model A speakers new 1499 
Monopulse Model C new 399 

used 63999 
u  
used dam 4050409 

dneemw 1479499 

elem 599995 dm 9 
used 1799 
dem 3999 
used 499 

usad 11999 9 
dem 799 
dem 699 
new 599 
dem 699 
dem 4995 

dem 234595 dam 0 
new 1599 Rogers 137, excellent boxed with free stands used 299 
used 399 Sonus Faber Elipsa, superb boxed used 5999 

Sonus Faber Cremona Auditor, boxed used 1199 
Sunfire True Sub Subwoofer dem 399 

new 199 lannoy Supertweeters, fair condition used 449 
dem 499 Thiel (57.2, ago, just refurbished... used 2499 
dem 499 Totem Mani Signature, boxed near mint used 2 
dem 1499 Totem Mite in black dem494999 
dem Call Totem Rokk in mahogany, excellent used 249 
dem 199 Totem Soof new 999 
dem 1199 Usher 8E718, vgc boxed  dem 799 
dem Call Velodyne MicroVee in black  dem 499 
used 499 Velodyne D018 sub in black dem 1999 
used 199 Velodyne D015 sub in black  d 
dem 399 Peritas H3 ( Lowther drivers) in gloss block 100db dam m 4 2199999 
new 199 
dem 2599 
used 599 Audio Analogue Primo CD/Amp combo 

used 449 Leung Elements Amp & CD dem 499 used 449 Consonance Ping CD/AMP dem 599 new 1499 

used 1199 Linn Classik Movie 05, excellent boxed 
dem 399 Ocelle EVO Cd and amp was £2700 
dem Call Paradigm Millennia One 5.0 AV Speaker system ous:6(1dd 376999999 

usad 

dem 299 QUAD 77 CD and Integrated Amp used 399 

Acoustic Energy AEI Classic new 799 
Acoustic Energy AEI Mk3 Reference stondmount new 1249 
Acoustic Energy AE 1 Mkll in Gloss black dem 799 
Alacrity Audio Caterthun Classic flighttosed, £2k new used 499 

used 3249 
dem 499 
dem 599 
new 1999 
dem 699 
dem 699 
used 249 
used 249 
used 349 
used 1999 
used 8999 
used 1299 
used 349 
used 549 
dem 999 
dem 199 
used 499 
dem 549 
dem 999 
used 399 
dem 2249 
dem 2749 
dem 3999 
used 249 
dem 499 
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Tel: 01642 267012 or 0845 6019390 Email: choice©2ndhandhifi.co,uk 



OPINION 

"I woncer whether stereo 
is actually as accurate a 

presentation of sounc 
as mono is" 

0
 ne of the interesting 
aspects of this job is 

coming across a piece of 

equipment that causes 

me to start question-

ing previously held 

perceptions.1 am not talking about 

a product that merely does a par-

ticular aspect of its job better than 

a previous example. Rather 1 am 

talking about equipment such as the 

Miyajima Labs Premium BE II car-

tridge reviewed in this issue. 

In this case, the sound is 

presented in a somewhat different 

way to the majority of other modern 

mono cartridges. It has consid-

erably more presence and an air of 

naturalness that I've not heard from 

other modern mono cartridges. 

It is a sound that bears a closer 

resemblance to that of the Decca 

mono magnetic cartridges from the 

1950s than it does to the sound 

of a modern moving coil cartridge. 

There is a fundamental correctness 

about the speed of the presentation 

of sounds, their decay and the 

description of the beat of the music 

that leaves me feeling that a lot of 

modern cartridges have what is 

actually a rather 'mannered' approach. 

The thing that is intriguing me at 

the moment is how realistic this is. 

Is the modern take on sound more 

accurate than this presentation? 

Because at the same time I am 

also wondering whether stereo is 

actually as accurate a presentation of 

sound as mono is. I will explain. 

Most of what we call stereo 

recordings are not true stereo. 

They are a collection of mono 

signals recorded from a series of 

microphones, usually recording either 

a single instrument or a small bank 

of them.The sound is then presented 

to the listener spread across a stereo 

soundscape by artful usage of panning 

and echo to get differing left to right 

positions and varying levels of depth 

in the soundstage. 

True stereo recordings are 

those made with a crossed pair of 

microphones used in the Blumlein 

technique or a by employing an array 

such as the Decca Tree, capturing the 

entire soundscape in one take. 

Opus 3 Records of Sweden offer 

superb examples of the Blumlein 

style of recording technique and 

having listened to some of their 

master tape recordings I would say 

that there are some very fundamental 

differences between what we call 

stereo and what actually is stereo. 

We have become very used 

to hearing an artificially created 

soundscape that is wide, spacious 

and has everyone on the soundstage 

nicely separated so you feel that 

you can tell exactly where everyone 

is.1 comment on such things 

quite regularly in my reviews and 

thoroughly enjoy the way in which 

this style of sonic presentation 

engages with my imagination. 

However, it is not a realistic 

representation of how the sound is 

spread out at a real performance. In 

the last year 1 have attended classical 

orchestral and choral concerts, one 

opera and gigs ranging from jazz 

though to electronica and none of 

them has had the sound presented in 

this perfectly focussed and balanced 

way. 

In general, the middle part of 

the sonic image in real life tends to 

be more grouped together, with the 

left and right edges spread a little 

further out, whereas most modern 

recordings will have the image spread 

evenly across the soundstage. 

I would also query whether we 

usually hear a live event in stereo 

(in the form that we think of stereo 

sound these days), or whether the 

sound that reaches our ears, having 

been focussed by the shape of the 

venue, is actually closer to what I call 

widescreen mono. 

In fact the only times where I 

was fully aware of the spatial effects 

of stereo at a live event has been 

when listening to electronica relayed 

through a speaker system, which is a 

totally artificial construct in the first 

place. Natural instruments interact 

with the venue and the sounds tend 

to blend somewhat by the time they 

reach the audience. 

What really brought this home 

to me was hearing some jazz played 

live recently and then listening to the 

same tunes played on LP afterwards. 

1 have both stereo and mono copies 

of the tracks in question (although 

obviously not by the band that I 

had just seen) and found that the 

listening experience of being at the 

live event was more closely matched 

by listening to the mono version 

rather than the stereo one.The 

latter seemed artificial in the presen-

tation, almost a little too artful in its 

creativity, whereas the mono cut had 

the same grounded, like it or lump 

it honesty of the unamplified live 

performance. 

So this leads me to wonder, 

are we being seduced by electronic 

trickery into listening to artificially 

constructed soundscapes and, if we 

are, then what exactly are we trying 

to reproduce on our hi-fi systems? 

Is it a recreation of the live listening 

experience, is it the recording event 

that took place in the studio, or are 

we creating this "never never land" 

listening experience of the perfect 

concert, secure in the knowledge 

that it could never actually exist? 

We all want to extract as much 

musical information as we can from 

our music collections — this is why 

magazines like this one exist. But 

whether we are actually just making 

the recordings sound good or are 

pursuing an honest representation of 

live music being performed in front 

of us may well be two very different 

things. • 

Tony Bolton 
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Publisher's Choice 
Await! 

"This level of performance, 

convenience and style makes for 

an award winning product." 

-fflum=imm. 

II 

Jeff Dorgay, Tone Audio Magazine, January 2013 

4Qmor 

"Oozes quality in both 

construction and sound" 
Paul Rigby, Hi Fi world, march 2013 

inr.et) 

Ingenium offers the same obsessive design philosophy of Analogue Seduction 6 Manor View, Whittlesey, 

our more expensive designs, a ground-up construction Peterborough Tel: 01733 350 878 

engineered for pure audiophile performance. 

The unique skeletal design offers unparalleled versatility 

with a huge choice of single or double arm options. 

Our prized sapphire bearing and platter system has O'Brien Hi-fi, 60 Durham Road, West Wimbledon, 

been retained from the DIVA II, as has the option of l oncion Tel: 020 8946 1528 

using our unique clamping system, which efficiently 

channels unwanted vibrations away from both the The Audioworks, 14 Stockport Road, Cheadle, 

record and platter. Cheshire, SK8 2AA Tel: 0161 428 7887 

Call today to arrange your private auditior 

Fanthorpes, Hepworth Arcade, SilverSt, Hull, East 

Riding of Yorkshire HU 1 1JU Tel: 01482 223096 

www.a yid hifi.co.0 
AVID HIFI LIMITED, Bicton Industrial Park, Kimbolton, Huntingdon, Combs, PE28 OLW 

Tel: + 44(0)1480 869 900 Fax: +44(0)1480 869 909 E-mail info4'avidhifi.co.uk 



REVIEW 

All Is A 
artin pe is enthused by the Furutec nn Ai ' cro-DAC 

R
emember the two-box 
CD player? A transport 

spun the disc, recovering 

the digital data that would 

be turned into music by 

an accompanying digital-

to-analogue (DAC) converter box. 

Today, we live in an age of ever-

shrinking electronics - computing 

e 

power that not so long ago filled an 

air-conditioned room is now fits a 

smartphone in your jacket pocket. 

What a pity these 'jacks-of-all-trades' 

seldom sound particularly good. 

And so I was intrigued to learn 

of the ADL (Alpha Design Labs) 

A I, a pocket-sized battery-powered 

DAC/headphone amp that can stream 

music from the USB port of an 

Android device (there's also the X I, 

its Apple-happy equivalent).Thanks to 

its Cirrus CS4392K converter chip. 

the £435 A I natively-supports 

DSD (2.8MHz and 

5.6MHz) and 16-

or 24-bit PCM 

audio with sample 

rates of up to 

I92kHz.A range 

of top-mounted 

LEDs indicate 

the currently-

active mode. It's 

supplied with 

a number of 

USB connecting 

cables, including 

short ones that 

hook up to 

smartphones and 

tablets and longer 

ones that enable 

the A I to act as a 

computer DAC. 

The A I is about 

the same shape 

and size as my 

Samsung Galaxy 

S4 Mini, and as 

both are thin 

they easily fit 

in my pocket, 
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together (ADL even supplies a 

band to bind them). I could use 

the smartphone like the transport 

of a two-box CD player, streaming 

music of my choice to the A I and 

its audiophile electronics. No more 

lousy headphone drive chips — the 

possibility of playing hi-res music on 

the move is an enticing one. 

Not surprisingly I was excited. 

However, this soon turned to 

disappointment.1 just couldn't get 

the two devices to talk to each 

other, The caveat for Android users 

is that their device needs to support 

a USB protocol known as 'On The 

Go' (OTG).And while the full-sized 

Galaxy S4 is OTG-conversant, the 

Mini isn't. If you're planning to use an 

A I in this role, check first that your 

device is compatible (a list of tested 

models is on the website). 

But fear not; as the AI is 

capable of more.As just mentioned, 

this pocket wonder will act as a 

USB DAC with various computer 

platforms - Windows XP or higher 

(downloadable driver needed), or 

Mac OS X.ASIO and asynchronous 

transfer are supported.The desired 

input is selected with a slide switch 

- which has a third position.This 

accepts the input from a Minidisc-

type 3.5mm optical input, enabling 

the A I to be used as a DAC with 

conventional digital-audio sources like 

CD transports. 

In addition to the headphone 

socket is a 3.5mm line output, which 

is also adjustable in level via the 

front-panel analogue volume knob 

(which also turns the A I on or off). 

As a result, you'll be able to drive 

•••• ...... éml". .111/.. 111,... ......` 
....+. ..-+- ...... ...Ir. .•III.• - AO. gaIIII. 

-... ........ .. 11,»' ...,M+ -..11.-

..-T. -...1,+ ._... .-,..•- ---+ 

--..-- - 7... -...+.... -.7.." 

-..r.." ...».T ....T+ +.-.....' --.7 ..'. ....S . 

-....7.+' ....;• ....-..+- -....T . ..."'S 

__• 
+••••im 

-mum. 

é .. 
-,.....• -+....• 

moo.... 
-.ego o.., 

...... ....- L.m.- .....- 
Moo.- 

-.m.o. -mum. ..........• 
-... ...-" 

..0.... 1....- a/ ••,.-

••••••- iim••• a.m.- ,..,..' ..... 
•••.•mmalt 

....••••• 

-...... -...•••• -..mome -.M.. -...... ...--

• 

Mom"' 



And so is settling for mediocre sound. Visit a Clarity Alliance retailer 
and they'll show you how to feast on audio.., the right way. 

THAT'S JUST WRONG. 1 

0 e all want more from our home 
entertainment. Standard TV sound is poor. 
Standard bundled headphones are 

rubbish. And that flimsy standard speaker cable? 
That's really rubbish. 

You deserve better - and members of The Clarity 
Alliance can help you find the right answers. We're 
the only independent retailers who are trained to 
industry-agreed standards to give unparalleled 
levels of product advice and service. Take your time 
and relax in dedicated listening rooms, try a variety 
of equipment and music, audition and study each 
item, see how it makes you feel. Find the right one 
and its like listening in colour... 

WHAT WE OFFER... 

• Free geek time, impartial and honest advice 

• Transferrable warranty - the freedom to move 

II Listen in great demo facilities 

• Knowledgeable, enthusiastic staff 

II Awful coffee - but we'll always make a cuppa 

Fanthorpes 

Hull 

wwwfanthorpes.co.uk 

01482 223096 

EAST 

Basically Sound 

Norwich 

basicallysound.co.uk 

01362 820 800 

Martins Hi-Fi 

Norwich 

www.mortinshifi.co.uk 

01603 627 010 

LONDON 

Adair Acoustic Design 

Clerkenwell 

adairacoustic 

design.co.uk 

020 7253 2326 

Bartletts Hi Fi 

Islington 

www.bartleashifi.com 

020 7607 2148 

Billy Vee 

Sound Systems 

Lewisham 

vwvw.billyvee.co.uk 

020 8318 5755 

Grahams Hi-Fi 

nty of London 

www.grohams.co.uk 

020 7226 5500 

Oranges & Lemons 

Clapham 

www.00ndlhiftco.uk 

020 7924 2040 

Unilet Sound & Vision 

New Malden 

www.uniletnet 

020 8942 9567 

MIDLANDS 

Nottingham 

Hi-Fi Centre 

Nottingham 

noninghamhifi 

centre.co.uk 

0115 978 6919 

NORTH EAST 

Sound Organisation 

York 

www.soundorg.co.uk 

01904 627 108 

NORTH WEST 

Acoustica 

Chester 

www.acoustica.co.uk 

01244 344 227 

SOUTH EAST 

Home Media 

Maidstone 

www.thehomeofhificom 
01622 676 703 

Infidelity 

Kingston-on-Thames 

www.infidelity.co.uk 

020 8943 3530 

PJ Hi- Fi 

Guildford 

www.pjhifisco.uk 

014.83 504 801 

Soundcraft Hi-Fi 

Ashford 

www.soundcrafthificom 

01233 624 441 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow Audio 

Glasgow 

www.glasgowoudio.com 

0141 332 4707 

Holburn Hi-Fi 

Aberdeen 

www.holburnheco.uk 

01224 585 713 

SOUTH CENTRAL 

Overture 

Banbury 

www.overture.co.uk 

01295 272 158 

Oxford Audio Consultants 

Oxford 

www.oxfordaudio.co.uk 

01865 790 879 

Phase 3 

Worthing 

www.phase3.co.uk 

01903 245577 

The Sound Gallery 

High Wycombe 

www.soundgollery.co.uk 

01494 531682 
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SOUND AND VISION 
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-Multi-room audio has 
never sounded so good-

1111 

HIGHIMIAUDIO 
PILUEb0,\D 

HiFi for a wireless generation 

JH- Spotify 

BLUESOUND IS A 24-BIT NATIVE, PURE DIGITAL WIRELESS STREAMING MUSIC SYSTEM. 
Even 16-bit CDs have only about half of the audio spectrum that the master recording holds and that's a whole lot more than MP3s have left in them. 

With more than a decade of compressed audio piping through earbud headphones and cheap dock players, the time has come. The portable players 

we all love have created a new way of listening to music, but there hasn't really been much there to hear. Until now. Enter true 24-bit HD digital audio. 

FOR THE LATEST PRICES AND OFFERS VISIT WWW.SSAV coM OR CONTACT YOUR LOCAL SI UNE 

£229 
OR LESS 

0 Bluetooth. 

BLACK OR 

WHITE 

SAMSUNG • M5 • WIRELESS SPEAKER SYSTEM 
lntroo. that lets 

you integrate 'pus, around no.e: you live. Its never seen easier 

to immerse yourself in your favourite sounds. 

£799 
OR LESS 

NAD • D 7050 • NETWORK AMPLIFIER / DAC 
Combines NAD's most advanced digital platform. Direct 
Digital technology with Apple AirPLay' Wi-Fi streaming to 

create the iJIrirn,r. plug .r, play solution for wireless music. 

£399 
OR LESS 

MONITOR AUDIO • AIRSTREAM A100 
NETWORK AMPUFIER / DAC 

The AirStream A100 blends true audiophile sound quality with 21st 
century technology and style. Whatever source you choose, it will 

render the s.ound enth le:ton,h,no scalp, detail and drama. 

NAIM • MU-SO • WIRELESS MUSIC SYSTEM 
Combines Naim's expertise in streaming, amplification and 

loudspeaker technology. Mu-so is the stage your music deserves, 
bringing you closer to the songs that inspire your life. 

NAIM • NAC-N 172 XS • PRE-AMP / MUSIC STREAMER 
Integrate a NAC-N 172 XS in an existing audio system, 
a new system around it, and the world of high resolution ,i„.110, 

lJPnP streaming and Internet radio can connect seamlessly 
with your existing world of CD and vinyl 

Available from the Holborn. Sevenoaks & Tunbridge Wells stores only. 

lone 
PIONEER • N-50 • MUSIC STREAMER 

Award-winning audiophile Network player supporting AirPlay" 
and DLNA wireless technologies, allowing you to stream 

music wirelessty from your iTunes libraries or iOS devices. 
When connected to your home network, you can also enjoy a 

wide variety of online music services remotely. 

£299 
OR LESS 

RUARK AUDIO • MR1 • BLUETOOTH SPEAKER SYSTEM 
Standing just 17cm tall. the MR1 speakers feature 20W of Class 
A-B amplification, a 75mm mid/bass unit and 20mm tweeter 
in each enclosure. The handcrafted cabinets are finished in a 
choice of nch walnut veneer, soft white or soft black lacquer 

£1195 

NAIM • UNITIQUTE 2 
ALL- IN-ONE STREAMING SYSTEM 

All- n- one system featuring a 30W amplifier, FM/DAB/Internet 
radio and wired and wireless connections to play network 

digital audio. UnitiOute 2 can play USB-stored music files of 
up to 32bit/192kHz resolution. 

BLACK OR 
SILVER 

SONY • HAP-SI 
HI-RES AUDIO PLAYER SYSTEM 

Take your music enjoyment to new heights with Sony's new 
HAP-S1 500GB Hi- Res audio system with 2x4OW analogue 

amplifier, easy music file transfer and smartphone browsing. 

PLEASE MOTE • SOME 8PeNnsiPRoDurTS ARE NOT AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. SPECIAUADDED VALUE OFFERS ARE NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER (NICWA00) ADVERT VALID UNTIL 19, H '2014. E&OE 

click 
collect 

www.SSAV.com 
SEVEN0a<S 

NOW AVAILABLE SOUND & VISION 
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_•• £209 
OR LESS 

PRO-JECT • ESSENTIAL II • TURNTABLE 
Entry - 1.c.,1 -atuy.ii.play- two speed turntatne with single piece 
aluminium tonearm and pre- fitted Ortolan 0M5e cartridge. 

ARCAM • FMJ A19 • AMPLIFIER 
Arcam's award-winning A19 integrated amplifier delivers 
50W per channel and includes seven analogue inputs 

along with a MM phono input. 

ARCAM • FMJ CDS27 / FMJ A39 • CD / AMPLIFIER 
Introducing Arcarris audiophile Class G integrated amplifier 
and SACD/CD player with Network streaming up to 192/24 

for class leading sound quality. 

MARANTZ • CD6005 / PM6005 • CD / AMPLIFIER 
Replacing the 6004 models, the 6005 amp gains digital inputs 

using the same 24-bit/192kHz DAC as the CD player which now 
features enchanced USB playback and improved performance. 

£599 
OR ES: 

£499 
OR LES, 

ROTEL • RA-12 / RCD-12 • AMPLIFIER / DAC/ CD 
Amplifier with DAC that supports iPod USB and Bluetooth 

audio streaming. Includes four analogue line- level inputs and 
a phono input. The RCD-12 CO player is an ideal partner 

SONY • MAP-S1 • MULTI AUDIO PLAYER SYSTEM 
Its all nght here - a powerful 2x5OW amplifier, tuner and CD player 
integrated in an elegant compact unit. Just add speakers and you 

are ready for an incredible Hi-Resolution Audio expenence. 

REGA • RP1 PERFORMANCE PACK • TURNTABL F 
This upgraded vers/ rd-winning RP1 include, • is 2 
cartridge, upgradeu iii . i eU', wool mat and RP101 tonearrn. 

£399 
OR LESS 

-t OBluetootti. 
tam/ 

ki;i5g1 
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NAD • D 3020 
AMPLIFIER / DAC 
Features digital and analogue 
inputs plus the convenience 
of wireless streaming with its 
Bluetooth capability. 

£249 
OR LESS 

£249 
OR LESS 

NAD • C 516BEE / C 316BEE • CD / AMPLIFIER 
Received an outstanding product award from Hi-Fi News 

magazine who descrided the C 316BEE is an -absolute barn-
stormer of an amplifier-. The C 516BEE is the perfect partner 

ROKSAN • K3 • CD/AMPLIFIER 
New integrated amptiher with aptX bluetooth, d phono input plus 

five additional line inputs for other sources. The K3 CD player is the 
perfect match for the K3 amptifer Three finish options available. 

£1899 
Ism 

te 

mill111111101. 
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OR LOSS 

ROKSAN • CASPIAN M2 • CD i AMPLIFIER 
The M2 amp boasts 8:-.)wpc and live line inputs while the 
matching CD features a 24- bit DAC plus dedicated power 

supplies for the outputs. 

£SSAV 
COPE 

DENON • D-M39DAB • CD / DAB SYSTEM 
This micro component system gives you clean dramatic 

sound, and more life to iPod and iPhone music libraries via 

its digital L158 input. Includes DAB/DAB./FM tuner. 

PRO-JECT • 1 XPRESSION CARBON • TURNTABLE 
With its Carbon armtube and supplied Ortolan. • _ bier cartridge. 

the 1 Xpression Carbon sets new standards in los pnce range. 

£399 
OR Lb' 

11111141,1. Fr! 

17417n==1: 
moos aude 

ARUM • irDAC • DAC 
Designed to be the heart of a digital system. Includes 

asynchronous USB and a direct iPod input to optimise sound 
quality. All inputs can be controlled through an IR remote 

that will also control iPorte, ilDhones. PC and Mac computers. 

£599 
CM LESS 

AUDIOLAB • M-DAC • DAC / PREAMP 
Awar d-wiririing DAL; featuring a LISO input with 

asynchronous data processing along with Iwn (-03,11 lnd 
optical digital inputs. High-res 24-bit/192k.Hz music files can 

be played via its coaxial input. 

AUDIOQUEST • DRAGONFLY v1.2 
DAC / HEADPHONE AMP 
An affordable and easy-to- use device Out delivers 
far superior sound by bypassing the poor quality 
sound card that is built into your computer 
DragonFly is a sleek, flash drive sized 
Digital-Aiirlio Converter that connectt 
a USB jack on a Mac or Windows PC. 
turning any computer into a true 
high-fidelity music source. 

NAD • D 1050 
DAC / HEADPHONE AMP 

The best way to add Computer 
Audio and HD Digital to your 
hi-fi system. In fact, all digital 
sources will get a boost when 
the D 1050 takes over for the 
interior digital circuitry found 
in everything (tom Blil-ray, 

OVO and CD players, to music 
streamers and set-top 1-inv.m. 

NAD • M51 • DAC 
This award-winning DAC I pre-amp features optical, coaxial. 
USB and HDMI inputs, all of which can handle files up to 24-

bit/192kHz. The M51 will truly transform any system. 

.CON 

MARANTZ • M-CR610 • CD / DAB / NETWORK SYSTEM 
Enjoy great sounding music from diverse sources, including 

Internet radio, music-streaming services, mobile devices, Di and 
other digital audio sources. 

click 
collect www.SSAV.corn NOW AVAILABLE 



BOWERS & WILKINS • 685 S2 
At home on a stand, wall or book-
shelf. the versatile 685 S2 is ideal 
for 3terto and home thaatre uses 
r lust rooms. And per forma' ice 
• rthanced with the addition of a 
• Quoted Double Dome tweeter. 

PrIce excludes stands 

BOWERS & WILKINS 
683 S2 
The versatile 683 S2 is ideal tor 
stereo and home theatre use. Its 
perrcu-rn3nril enhanced with the 

addition of a Decoupled Double 
Dome tweeter along with new bass 
dnver construction testifiques and 

an FST Kevlar midrange di iver. 

£1149 
OR LESS 

£499 
OR LESS 

KEF • LS50 
An innovative concept derived 
from the legendary LS3/5a. 
Rarely the case in such a 
compact design, the LS50 
rrruivtur dirveris a rich, multi 
dimnenrnsI indstage 
cripérience Mar is no ofsit 

proportion to its size. 

£799 
OR LESS 

IMO 

MONITOR AUDIO 
SILVER 6 
2.5 way speaker system 
combining excellent dynamics 
with a naturally rhythmic 

seoir character and tight. 
controlled bass. The Silver 6 is 
an eutst.3mir,g rommitniratnr 

of music and film audio. 

£999 
OR LESS 

CLAIM MEE 
P813 PFS-27 

SPEAKER STANDS 
WORTH £.199 

PMC • TWENTY•22 
An astonishingly natural balance 
and high dynamic capability are 
the hallmarks of this speaker. It 
rreates a precise sound stage 
and profound bass performance 

horn its compact cabinet. 

£1970 
OR EROS 

 uire 

Price excludes stands 

PSB IMAGINE MINI 
(WALNUT OR CHERRY) 
Meet the newest and smallest 
member of the ultra-stylish 
Imagine Series. Ine deceptively 
small Imagine Mint makes 
a big impact on an already 

iijoresviv ronfle ot av.iard-
winning speakers. 

£499 
OR LESS 

UMITED 
STOCK 

a ACOUSTICS • CONCEPT 20 
A truly remarkable award-
winning speaker which delivers 
a level of sonic performance 

DI eviuusty uiily tiugitCutete to 
audiophiles able to invent in 
ugh-end mode15. 

£349 ,5 
OR LESS 

mum». 

Price excludes stands 

BOWERS & WILKINS 
CM10 52 
The flagship floorstanding 

speaker of the CM Series sets a 
new standard for performance. 
It combines technol6gies 
taken from across BeirliV 
ranges. The result simply 
sounds and looks beautiful. 

£2999 
OR LESS 

STANDARD FINISHES. 
GLOSS FINISHES C 219 9S 

On LESS 

(2 ACOUSTICS 
2020i 
This award-winning 
bookshelf speaker exudes 
quality delivering extended 
bass, an open mid- range. 
astonishing transient 
response and exceptional 
high freguorm clari1y 

£169•95 111••••• IMO 

SONOS 
THE WIRELESS Hi-Fi SYSTEM 
The Sonns Wireless HiPi System delivers 
all the music on earth, in every room, with 

deep, richly textured sound. 

One year of music included. 
Buy any Sonos player and claim 365 days 

of Deezer Premium+ worth over £100 

.i-IDEEZER 

DENON • HEOS 
WIRELESS MULTI-ROOM 
MUSIC SYSTEM 

HEOS by Denon is a Wireless Multi-
Room Sound System comprising a 
family of great-sounding music players 
for your whole home. There is a free 
app to control them from your rOS 
or Android phone or tablet. You can 
enjoy your favourite streaming music 
services. Internet radio or your own 
music collection and set-up is a breeze. 

111.1 HEOS 
DENON 

90 DAYS TO BE AMAZED 
• 90 Days Risk Free Trial 
• 20% Off For Your Second Heos Purchase 
• Try Spotify Premium - 60 Day Free Trial 

B&W • P7 
HEADPHONES 

NAD • VISO HP50 
HEADPHONES 

£229 
OR LESS 

GRADO • SR325e 
HEADPHONES 

SENNHEISER 
MOMENTUM HEADPHONES 

£199•5 
OR LESS 

FOR THE LATEST PRICES AND OFFERS VISIT WWW SSAV COM OR CONTACT YOUR LOCAL STORE 

7,.• •  „. 
• innovative. 
electrical 
.retailing 
awards 2014 

WINNER ' 
• 

Stores Nationwide 
We have a national network of 
stores and a hard-won reputation 

for outstanding customer service.. 

Website 
Visit our website for a stream-

lined on-line experience with an 

outstanding product selection 
Best Independent Retaller II, gel plus the latest product news 

and store infomation. 

Bishop's Stortford• 01279 506576 
Bristol. 0117 974 3727 
Brighton NEW 01273 733338 
Bromley 020 8290 1988 
Cambridge. 01223 304770 
Chelsea• 020 7352 9466 

Chettenham• 01242 241171 
Chorleywood• 0845 5046364 
Epsom. 01372 720720 
Exeter. 01392 218895 

Guildford 01483 536666 
Holborn• 020 7837 7540 
Kingston• 020 8547 0717 
Leeds (Wetherbyl 01937 586886 
Loughton• 020 8532 0770 
Maidstone 01622 686366 
Norwich• 01603 767605 
Oxford 01865 241773 

Reading. 0118 959 7768 
Sevenooks 01732 /159555 

Sheffield• 0114 255 5861 
Southampton. 023 8033 7770 
Tunbridge Wells 01892 531543 
Weybridge 01932 840859 
Witham ( Essex) 01336 501733 

Yeovil. 01935 700078 

• THESE S IORES ARE FRANCHISED AND OPERATE UNDER 
A LICENCE AGREEMENT TO SEVENOAKS SOUND AVISiON 

Please Note Some brands/products are not available at all stores Special/added 

value offers are not in conjunction with any other offer INICWA00) 

ADVER I VALID UNTIL 19/11/2014. E&OE 

SEVEN0a<S 
SOUND dit VISION 
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CLEARAUDIO OVATION TURNTABLE 83 
Tony Bolton sings the praises of Clear Audio's latest turntable 

MIYAJIMA ARTISAN CARTRIDGE 89 
A handcrafted moving coil cartridge from Japan makes a big 

impression on Tony Bolton 

news 

FOUR TOPS.  

MESBLIfiltlfWISURPICKETT 

ROY ORISON  
OW PRIM WOMAN 

MOVING FORWARD 
New from this important vinyl outfit is Ray Charles At Newport (1958) 

where Charles gives it everything he has in this raucous set. 

Two connected LPs now.The first is Booker T. & The MG's Hip Hug-Her' 

(1967) featuring solid Southern soul. Featuring bassist Duck Dunn, this is a 

strong album including the mid-tempos Motown track Get Ready'. 

Next is Wilson Pickett's classic'In The Midnight Hour' ( 1965).Another 

slice of Southern soul but one featuring songs co-written 

with Steve Cropper, guitarist from Booker T. & The MGs. 

From a year earlier, 1964, and the Four Tops' superb 

debut originally released via Motown. Lead singer Levi Stubbs 

is on fine form. 

Another album of early songs but only recently 

recreated by the son of Roy Orbison.'0h! Pretty Woman' 

(2013) features the hit single plus rarities and unreleased 

tracks. 

Also look out for Lucinda Williams' Car Wheels On 

A Gravel Road' ( 1998), the first time that it has appeared 

on vinyl;Tony Joe White's classic 1971 self-titled, third LP, 

full of soul-dripping ballads; Gram Parsons' The Early Years 

Volume 1 & 2' was originally released on Sierra Records; the 

Wu-Tang Clan's 'W' (2000), an under-hyped, spartan, inconsistent LP that is 

full of masterful highlights. Finally, Chicken Shack fans be aware that ' 100 Ton 

Chicken' ( 1969) is on the streets. Not the band's best, it has to be said. 

tee. re4 

JAll IT UP! 
From Pure Pleasure 

(www.purepleasurerecords.com) is Milt 

Jackson's 'Sunflower' ( 1973), his best 

for the CT1 label but feels more like 

a group effort with Herbie Hancock, 

Freddie Hubbard, Ron Carter and 

Billy Cobham.Also look out for 'This 

Is Chris' ( 1955), Chris Conner's 

final Bethlehem recordings. Cool yet 

emotional. 

Next is The Dave Brubeck 

Quartet and 'West Side Story And 

Other Works', also called ' Bernstein 

Plays Brubeck Plays Bernstein' 

(WaxTime), a successful melding of 

jazz and classical. 

'Mingus Revisited' (WaxTime), 

previously 'Pre Bird' features music 

before Mingus clapped ears on 

Charlie Parker. Typically progressive 

sounds. 

The Kenny Wheeler Quintet 

offer ' Flutter By, Butterfly' via 

SoulNote, complete with a free 

included CD. Reflecting his talent 

as a player of both cornet and 

flugelhorn,Wheeler also presents a 

suite of excellent tunes. 

Also look out for Dexter 

Gordon's 'Soy Califa, Live From 

Magleaas Hojskole 1967' (Gearbox, 

www.gearboxrecords.com) a Danish TV 

performance recorded on August 5 

1967.Wonderful stuff, forceful and 

full of energy. 

Finally, Don Cherry's 'Live In 

Stockholm' (Caprice; 

www.capricerecords.se), is partly 

improvised with glorious partly 

composed selections acting as relief. 

THIS IS CHRIS r.. 
tee-
I re. 

am 
MUM M.7 

• 

- elt e at:17e° 

DExtER GoRdon 
grieliT6ATIA 

SPINEFARM ROCK 
Check out, from Spinefarm 

(spinefarmrecords.com), 

Seether's new album 'Isolate 

And Medicate'. It's very 

Nickleback but with added 

colour and variety. 
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GOING MOBILE 

TRAMPLED 
^ TURTLES 

THIRTY TIGERS TRIO 
Three from Thirty Tigers (thirtytigers.com) starting with St. Paul And 

The Broken Bones' garage-sounding 'Half The City'. James Brown-

esque retro soul.Trampled By Turtles' seventh album, 'Wild Animals', a 

downtempo bluegrass/folk LP is moody and ethereal. 

John Fullbright's 'Songs' is an excellent collection.Very Randy Newman 

or even Merle Haggard. Sparse, open and warm. 

New from Mobile Fidelity (www.mofi.com) are a batch of Bob Dylan 

releases, each offering excellent mastering: 'Highway 61 Revisited' 

(1965), his brilliant, sound and personality changing landmark LP; 

'New Morning' ( 1970), an idiosyncratic and charming outing plus 

'Before The Flood' ( 1974) a double album celebration of the 1974 

tour with The Band, featuring reimagined versions of old favourites. 

There's also three from Judas Priest: 'Stained Class' ( 1978), 

an important heavy metal LP that showed incredible band focus; 

'Killing Machine' ( 1978), a fan favourite that moved beyond 

'Stained Class' to encompass broader themes plus 'Screaming For 

Vengeance' ( 1982), the band's US breakthrough and MTV favourite 

and one of the best heavy metal albums of all time. 

Also look out for Miles Davies jazz classic ' Bitches Brew' 

(1970); Bill Evans/Jim Hall's ' Undercurrent' ( 1962) and Billy Joel's 

'The Nylon Curtain' ( 1982). 

...AND FINALLY 
Mixing funk with soul and jazz is Crowd Company's 'Now or Never', full of 

catchy riffs and those traditional smoking grooves. 

New from Paul Weller is 'More Modern Classics' (Virgin), a compilation 

and sequel to the 1998 'Modern Classics' hits collection.This package see a 

heap of hits plus A-sides that were not. 

Onto Morrissey and his latest 'World Peace Is None Of Your Business' 

(Harvest) that is direct, holds the attention but lacks elegance. 

Beautiful South's Paul Heaton and Jacqui Abbot team up for 'What Have 

We Become' (Virgin) that, oddly. does have lyrical elegance...of The Smiths, in 

fact. Majestic and wry pop. 

Norwegian trumpeter Arve Henriksen a modern day Miles Davies, 

releases 'The Nature Of Connections' (Rune Grammofon; www. 

runegrommofon.com) which moves more towards Nordic folk and contem-

porary music. It's still fascinating. 

Misha Hering is Memnon SA. New album, 'Citadel' (Breed Media), 

remarkably, mixes doom metal with classical arrangements. Bleak, isolated and 

stunning. 

Zoo Harmonics' Business In the Front/Party In The Back' (Pet Harmony) 

offers happy punk with a bouncy, jolly pace with lots of rhythmic interest. 

Hooray For Earth's ' Racy' (Dovecote; wwwdovecoterecords.com) has a 

distinctly underground 80s indie production feel 

with melodic pop vocalisations, full of hooks. 

Finally, Bombadil has released 'Tarpits And 

f 4->ge 
Canyonlands' (Ramseur; www.ramsuerrecords. 

corn) as a double album, multi-gatefold edition 

recorded direct from 24bit/96kHz digital files. 

Including fourteen art prints, this alt.folk pop is • e 
both winsome and earnest in equal measure. 
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SPEAKERS 
Tannoy Stirling GR speakers, as new 
(£3950) only 

Mark Levinson ML32 reference pre amp with 
phono stage (18.5k) 
Musical Fidelity 3A pre amp, boxed, ex' cond. 
Audio Note Zero R (NOS) pre amp 
loft pre amp, balanced and s/e on every 
input/output 

Mark Levinson ML 431, 200 wpc amplifier, 
superb/boxed 

Heatherdale 
•audio limited 

Cello Encore monoblocks with Cello Encore pre 
amp inc dedicated PSU & Audio Tekne cables 

£2995 Mark Levinson ML 27.5 power amp, a true 
classic, boxed with book 

Tel. 01903 261213 or ( after hours) 07860 660001 
heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com www.hifi-stereo.com 

Main dealer for Wavac amplification 

£6995 
£150 
£350 

PLAYERS & TRANSPORTS 
Accuphase DP55V CD player, superb/boxed 
Ancient Audio Lektor CD player 
Rega DAC with USB input, MINT/BOXED 

£295 Musical Fidelity M6 CD player MINT/BOXED 
CEC TL-OX CD transport (£ 15k) ex demo 
Mark Levinson 31.5/30.6 Reference CD 
transport and DAC, superb/boxed (cost new 

£2295 £27,490.00) Offered for 

£1250 
£1850 
£325 
£995 

£7995 

TURNTABLES, CARTPI' ' ES & TONEARMS 
£7500 Rega RP3 with upgraded RP6 platter, inc 

Ortofon Red MC cartridge 
£1995 Trichord Dino Mk 2 + Trichord plus PSU & 

HP cable 
Koetsu Rcd T MC cartridge, unused 
Blue Pearl turntable with custom power 
supply and stand 

',.11SGELLA 
1 Metre Madrigal CZ Gel balanced 
interconnect 
Studer A-807 pro' stereo tape recorder 
Yamaha TX-761 DAB/FM Tuner 
Okutsu Denko 1.5 metre mains cable 

£6995 (US plugs) 

£495 

£475 
£1695 

£9995 

£295 
£2495 
£195 

£1195 
WELCOME. 

SOUND.SYSTEMS 

London Linn & naim Specialist 
CALL SALES:(020) 8318 5755 or 8852 1321 - 248 Lee High Road, London, SE135PL 
Web. - www.billyvee.co.uk email. sales@billyvee.co.uk. Full delivery and installation services. 

1 I , 

Full Naim Uniti & Classic series available Full Linn DS range on demonstration 

Trade in your CD Player & claim up to £1000 against a new digital Streaming player 
- offering you easier access to your music and better sound quality 

Please call in or visit billyvee.co.uk for full details of this and other great new performance enhancing promotions 

Digital (5 Analogue Audio Specialists 

01362 820800 
enquiries@basicallysound.co.uk 

www.basicallysound.co.uk 

êlelichanit 
ACOUSiles 

Headphone Amplifiers. DACs . Interconnects 

Atratus RCA Interconnects 

Choice 

***** 
if* 
' Choice.: 

...... 
RECOMMENNI% 

"Great realism... Tight and punchy bass... 
Amazing value for money." 

- Choice 

Find out what all the fuss is about at our 

online shop and use discount code MAG10 

for your exclusive 10% discount. 

Prices start at under £40/pair 

www.epiphany-acoustics.co.uk 
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Standing 
Ovation! 

G
erman turntable manu-
facturer Clearaudio have 

developed two distinct 

styles of turntable. 

There are the sculptural 

designs, such as my old 

Master Solution and the replacement 

Innovation models, and a range of 

more conventionally styled decks 

of which the Ovation, launched in 

October 2012, is the top model. 

The deck costs from £4075. 

depending upon the finish chosen 

(black, wood and black, wood 

and silver or black and silver are 

available) and the choice of arm is 

left to the purchaser. Clearaudio 

supply a range of mounting plates so 

most makes are catered for. For this 

review we chose Clearaudio's Clarify 

arm, costing £950. This 9-inch arm is 

made of woven carbon fibre and uses 

magnets in the bearing assembly to 

create 

a 

frictionless 

bearing. It 

comes with a I m 

long cable built in so 

there is an uninterrupted 

run of lead from the cartridge tags to 

the phonostage. It will take cartridges 

weighing between 2.5g and I 7g so 

should accommodate most designs 

satisfactorily.A little care is needed in 

setting this up since the height of the 

arm above the platter has a very big 

effect on the downforce setting. (See 

Noel's comments below).The anti-

skating adjustment is unusual in being 

gaccessed from underneath the arm. It 

is factory preset to 2.4g and can be 

adjusted by rotating a bolt using the 

provided Allen key. 

As mentioned, the deck is 

conventionally styled but the 

Tony Bolton pets into the groove with 
the Clearaudio Ovation turntable. 

components 

that make it 

up are less so. 

The black finished 

aluminium plates on the 

top and bottom sandwich a 

layer of PanzerHolz'.This is made of 

layers of wood that are compressed 

under such pressure that they are 

bullet-proof. Within this sandwich of 

wood and metal there is a resonance 

damping layer of approximately 

100,000 stainless steel balls. 

The DC motor is integrated into 

the chassis and is controlled by four 

blue illuminated buttons on the front 

left of the plinth. These select Off or 

the three speeds on offer, which can 

be fine tuned using the pots located 

at the back of the plinth near the 

power input from the wall-mounted 

transformer plug. 
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Set-up is fairly straightforward. 

There is a machined aluminium 

subplatter that must be placed on 

to the Ceramic Magnetic Bearing 

assembly, after putting a few di ops 

of the supplied oil onto the bearing. 

The flat drive belt is then placed 

around the platter. At this point the 

inner platter is riding higher than the 

motor so the belt must be placed on 

at an angle.Adding the mass of the 

CNC-machined black POM platter 

lowers the platter assembly so it 

rides at the correct height. 

Underneath is a sensor for the 

optical speed control which monitors 

the rotational speed of the platter via 

an infra-red strobe. 

The deck is supported on three 

spiked feet, which are adjustable for 

leveling purposes and since it weighs 

I3.5kg and occupies a space 420 

x 350 x 140mm, should fit on the 

majority of racks and wall shelves. 

1 set the deck up in place of the 

Master Solution on the downstairs 

system, and also transferred over 

the Benz Wood SL cartridge from 

its customary resting place on the 

Magnify arm so I could compare the 

two decks' performance. 

I spent a couple of evenings 

exploring the new deck's capabilities 

on my usual ramble through the 

The arm is supported by mag-

netic bearings. Tracking force 

is adjusted by rotating the knob 

at the back of the arm. The 

arm height can be adjusted 

by slackening the hex nut, 

accessed through the hole on 

the mounting plate, and raising 

or lowering the arm by hand. 

The DC motor is built into the plinth and drives an alloy 

subplatter 

record collection before getting really 

analytical about the sound. 

I found it gave superb results 

with classical music.The recording of 

Mendelssohn's 'Hebrides Overture', 

also known as ' Fingle's Cave', was 

displayed on a very large and airy 

soundstage. I would say that the 

edges of this were slightly wider 

than when played though the Master 

I enjoyed the openness and space 

within the presentation of this music 

that allowed me to explore all of 

the differing strands of electric and 

acoustic guitars, synthesizers and 

vocals.Treble seemed unfettered in 

reaching up high and the mid-band 

was well balanced and integrated into 

the sounds around it.Vocals were 

particularly well-defined. 

"the presentation of the beat 
drove the music along in quite 
a sprightly manner with quite a 
punch to the sound" 
Solution, with the depth of the image 

being about the same, The placement 

of the differing instrumental groups 

within the orchestra were clearly 

defined and I felt as though I was 

sitting on a level with, and quite close 

to, the musicians. 

This piece of music ebbs and 

flows in intensity as it recreates 

the impression of the sea swirling 

through the rocky structure of 

the caves and this dynamic change 

seemed quite faithfully captured by 

the Ovation, with possibly a wider 

range between quiet and loud than I 

would have heard through the Master 

Solution. 

After this I played the 30th 

Anniversary edition of Pink Floyd's 

'The Dark Side Of The Moon'.The 

steady pulsing of the heartbeat that 

runs through this album was defined 

and precise, with a metronomic 

steadiness that caused the Chario 

subwoofers to pulsate gently. It was 

not overblown but reassuringly solid 

in the presentation of deep bass. 

I finished the microgroove 

section of my listening with Primal 

Scream's 1991 opus 'Screamadelica'. 

This combines conventional guitar 

riffs with early electronica, overlaid 

with both natural and processed 

vocals, Again. the staging was solid 

and focussed and the presentation 

of the beat drove the music along in 

quite a sprightly manner, with a real 

punch to the sound when the music 

required it. 

Since three speeds are provided 

as standard on this deck I transferred 

over the Ortofon 2M 78 cartridge 

from the SME M2-9R where it 

normally lives and placed Muggsy 

Spanier's 1938 version of 'I Wish 

I Could Shimmy Like My Sister 

Kate' on the platter. On pressing 

the appropriate button, 78rpm was 

attained quickly and I lowered the 

needle into the groove. The music 

bounded out of the speakers with far 

more presence than it would have 

had on the Master Solution. I felt that 

the shape of the sounds was better 
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described and the timing of the 

rhythm was a little tighter. I would 

also say that surface noise was a little 

reduced, which may well be down to 

the smoother rotation of the platter 

courtesy of the DC power supply 

and the electronic speed control. 

It is very apparent to me that the 

new speed control system and the 

Ceramic Magnetic Bearing assembly 

play a major part in elevating the 

performance of this deck close to 

that of an older model that was 

considerably more expensive when 

new. How much is due to each of 

these components individually I 

don't know but having discovered 

that the bearing assembly is available 

for retro-fitting to most older 

Clearaudio decks I shall try and 

explore this. 

In the meantime, I am thoroughly 

impressed with this record player. 

It is easy to set up and use, 

good looking and a has an air of 

unmistakeable quality about it, from 

the standard of finish, which is 

excellent, through to the unobtrusive 

but quick way it gets the platter up 

to the chosen speed. Sonically it 

is excellent, offering a detailed and 

immersive presentation of music that 

never seems to get tiring to listen to 

and has a flow to the rhythm that I 

can only describe as quite natural. 

It is expensive, but quality and 

longevity are not cheap and this deck 

offers both. 

The magnetic bearing assembly is 

protected by the white ceramic shaft. 

The infra-red sensor for the speed 

control can be seen in front of the 

bearing. 

MUSIC USED 
Mendelssohn 'Overtures'. Moshe Atzmon conducting the New Philharmonia 

Orchestra. EMI Records Ltd. ESO 7003. 1976. 

Muggsy Spannier and His Ragtime Band. 'I Wish I Could Shimmy Like My Sister 

Kate.' HMV. B.9047. 1938. 

Pink Floyd. 'The Dark Side Of The Moon.' Harvest records. SHVL 804. 1973. 

Primal Scream. 'Screamadelica.' Creation Records. CRELP 076. 1991. 

SYSTEM USED 
Benz Micro Wood SL and Ortofon 2M 78 

cartridges 

Leema Acoustics Agena phonostage, 

Tucana Il amplifier 

Chario Ursa Major loudspeakers 

MEASURED PERFORMANCE 
The turntable revolved -0.7% slow, but 

speed can be adjusted. Basic rotation-

rate wow at 0.55Hz (33rpm) was 

reasonably low, measuring 0.15%. There 

was some flutter too, again measuring 

0.15%. Total weighted wow and flutter 

measured 0.1%, a good result, if not 

exceptional. The Ovation won't have the 

SPEED VARIATIONS (W&F) 

0 02 

o 
frequency (Hz) 0.5 

Speed variations 

Rotalional rate 
0.55Hz 

Millin,.....Ans  

5 10 

RM VIBRATION 

Arm vibration behaviour 

Accel. 

(9) 

0.2. 

0 •  
15Hz frequency (Hz) 6kr, 

The woven carbon fibre construction of 

the Clarify arm can be clearly seen. 

rock solid stability of Direct Drive or Funk 

Firm's Vector drive, but it is better than 

most belt drives. 

Setting down force on the arm was 

made difficult by the non-linear behaviour 

of the magnetic bearing system; stylus 

force varied by around 0.4gms over 

1mm of height, so setting 1.6gms on 

our stylus gauge 1.5mm above an LP 

surface had the stylus skating over a 

disc, because actual downforce was 

1gm or so. Downforce must be set at 

exactly record surface height, a stringent 

requirement. 

Analysis with a Bruel&Kjaer acceler-

ometer attached to the headshell shows 

the arm tube is well damped. A main 

mode at 300Hz suggests a stiff tube and 

there is one narrow peak at 545Hz, but 

it encompasses little energy. Similarly 

the headshell is free from high frequency 

vibration. 

The arm's downfnrce system is 

questionable, but the arm tube and 

headshell perform well; the turntable is 

good but not exceptional. NK 

Speed 

Wow 
Flutter 

Total weighted 

-0.7% 
0.15% 
0.15% 
0.1% 

CLEARAUDIO 
OVATION 
TURNTABLE 
FROM f4,075 
DEPENDING UPON 
FINISH 

EXCELLENT - extremely 
capable 

VERDICT 
- excellent integrated 
turntable package offering 
good looks, good sound and 
three speeds 

FOR 
- deep and insightful 
soundstage 
- natural gait to timing 
- good vocaVmidrange 
projection 

AGAINST 
- price 
- tracking force variability 

Sound Fowndations 
+44 101 118 981 4238 
www.soundfowndations.co.uk 
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°Mon 
accuracy in sounc 

orrofon 

Since 1948 Ortofon have introduced nearly 100 different moving coil pick-up cartridges to the hi-fi market. 
Their latest models in this long and proud heritage are the Quintet Series. 

All Quintet cartridges use the same ABS thermoplastic bodies and neodymium magnets, but each model in 
the range has its own sonic expression that reflects its status. From the well-rounded Quintet Red, through 
the smooth Quintet Blue and spacious yet dynamic Quintet Bronze up to the pure audio excellence of the 
Quintet Black, this series offers something for every discerning listener at a very attractive price. 

The Quintet Series also includes a true-mono cartridge, for accurate reproduction of older mono recordings. 

Distributed by Henley Designs Ltd. 

T: +44 (0)1235 511 166 I E: sales@henleydesigns.co.uk I W: www.henleydesigns.co.uk 



SOUNDBITES 

PRO-JECT MEASURE IT 2 
£90.00 
The picture on the box of the 

Measure it 2 stylus force gauge from 

Pro-Ject Audio does not do justice to 

the product housed inside. 

On opening the box I found 

a well made case with a lined and 

padded interior which housed a 

screwdriver, batteries, calibration 

weight and an alloy-cased set of 

digital pickup scales. 

The scales measure 122 x 27 

x 55mm and weigh 170g so will 

compress the suspension of a 

Sondek and the like to about the 

same level as the weight of a record. 

The instructions say that it is 

accurate to +/- 0.002g and will weigh 

up to 5g.This happens to be the 

mass of the calibration weight that is 

supplied and the instructions are very 

dear on how to employ this. 

In use I found it was consistent 

in the readings that it displayed when 

I repeatedly lowered the pickup 

down, but it could fluctuate slightly if 

the stylus landed in a different part of 

the white weighing area. For absolute 

consistency it is better to aim for the 

black dot in the middle of this. 

1 am impressed with the Measure 

it 2. It is very well presented, solidly 

made and the touch sensitive screen 

seemed to be responsive but not 

over sensitive, so that minimal 

pressure on the screen produced 

the desired results without upsetting 

the equilibrium of my Sondek's 

suspension. 

Priced at £90 it is not cheap but 

is of considerably better quality and 

presentation than the less expensive, 

and smaller, plastic designs. 

It is certainly something that I 

would be very pleased to find in my 

Christmas stocking! TB 

[t 44 ( 0) 1235 511166 

www.henleydesigns.co.uk] 

SOUnDBITES 

PRO-JECT BRUSH IT £15.00 
The carbon fibre anti-static record 

cleaning brush is something that 

has sat at the side of most people's 

turntables for so long that it tends to 

get taken for granted. 

My one was a case in point. It 

has resided on the shelf beside the 

Sondek for several years and is used 

to brush down the turntable mat 

before each listening session and for 

cleaning any records that have stray 

dust motes daring to settle on the 

grooves. 

It has had an easy life since a 

record doesn't get near my turntable 

unless it has been through a record 

cleaning machine. 

Even so, when 1 compared the 

condition of it to the new example 

that 1 have here, branded with the 

Project logo, I was surprised at the 

ragged appearance of the bristles on 

my old one. 

An examination with a magnifying 

glass confirmed that years of usage 

had worn away the previously neat 

ends of the carbon fibre filaments. 

I cleaned a few records with 

both of them, trying a few from the 

"to-clean" pile that were dusty but 

not really dirty, and found that the 

new example seemed to extract 

more dust from the grooves than 

the old one. On vacuum-cleaned 

records there was also more detritus 

showing on the newer example. 

My old brush has now been 

demoted to hi-fi dusting duties and 

the new one now keeps my records 

dust free. 

This type of brush is one of 

those items that we are so familiar 

with that we tend to forget about 

replacing them periodically. 

The Project Brush IT is a well 

made example of the breed and at 

£15.00 is reasonably priced so it is 

worth treating your records to a 

new brush like this one. TB 

[+44 (0) 1235 511166 

www.henleydesigns.co.uk] 
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13 
- REPRODUCTION 
—  QUALITY RICH erourryl'VNITGE 

WE CAN NOW PROVIDE IN HOUSE REPAIR SERVICE 
FOR ALL VINTAGE AND CLASSIC HI-FI EQUIPMENT 

CALL FOR MORE DETAILS 
AMPLIFIERS 
Ayre V-5XE power amp 18 mths old 
boxed immaculate £2750 
Audiolab 8000A integrated amp mint condition £345 
Audio Innovations classic 25 integrated 
amp lust serviced 
Arcam A32 integrated amp £495 
Audio Research remote valve pre amp 
with phonostage SP16 £1795 
Bel Canto SEP 2 upgraded to 1 valve remote control £795 
Cyrus onginal PSX great condition £175 
Cyrus 2 £225 
EAR 834L £695 
EAR V20 valve amplifier £2495 
EAR 802 classe valve voth pre amp 
phonostage Oust sennced) £1195 
Eastern Electric M size 20 integrated amp eth remote £895 
Harmon Kardon HK990 top of the line heavy weght 
integrated amp 12mths old £595 
Harmon Kardon 930 twin powered receiver £ 195 
Harmon Kardon HK770 power amp £195 
Mark Levinson 335 power amplifier £2995 
Meridian 518 digital audio processor £445 
Mendian 201 MKIII pm amp remote £195 
Mentmore M200 valve mono bloc 200wpc designed 
by Tim de Paravenni awesome driong power £P0A 
Mission 776/777 pre and power amplifier 100w cast 
case work a real classic £795 
Nairn 112 remote control pre with box £395 
Naim NAP120 £225 
Naim NACI2S £150 
Naim 90 power amp boxed f225 
Nam, Flatcap 2 boxed f325 
Nan Flatcap boxed £225 
Peneer A9 integrated amp top of the range £395 
Phase Linear 700 power amp £495 
Quad II Valve amp re-built and re-valved £995 
Quad 34 pm amp phono version £225 
Quad 306 power amp with phono input £245 
Quad 405 £195 
Quad Forty monoblocs £1995 
Red Rose 5 integrated valve amp Mark Levinson 
design new £ 7000 f2995 
Roksan Kandy MKIII integrated amp £395 
Rotel PB971 power amp £195 
Rotel RC972 remote pre amp £125 
Rotel RA1340BX integrated amp £125 
Rotel RA350 70s vintage amp £95 
Sans°, AU517 heavy weight integrated amp £395 
Sony F540E heavyweight integrated £245 
Tanberg TR20 receiver £145 
iVadia 151 DAC and amplifier £495 

£795 

SPEAKERS 
Beauhom Virtuoso reference Lowther hom loaded 
spks with brand new DX4 doue units £2995 
Boston VRM 50s Lynntield series monitor speakers £ 45 
Cabinet for 1Z Tannoy with amplification 
built in model M508 £195 
Goodmans Oxen 201 12 full range 15ohm 
speaker 1 parr £295 
Goodmans Magnum K's £125 
Impulse H6 valve friendly fioorstanding speakers £595 
KEF RDM Two monitor speakers £245 
Linn Index £125 
Linn Sara active speakers £125 
Lxkwood Minor cabinet for Tannoy 10" £195 
Lowther PM6 in Hom loaded cabinet £595 
Mention M30 active speakers £495 
l.fission 752 black finish £295 
Pfission 773 beech finish £245 
l.fono Pulse 32A 8 months old ex dem £495 
ifono Pulse 325 ex dem £645 
Monitor Audio 2 bookshelf speaker with rosenut finish£245 
')Ionitor Audio reference 700 £395 
Quad ESL-989 Electrostatics black finish booed £1995 
Red Rose R3 Ribbon bookshelf speaker new £3000 £995 
Roksan £2 rosewood finish £595 
Sentonan early 60s comer speaker pair £295 
Snell K classic valve friendly speaker £495 
bonus Faber Chromona Auditor with stands £ 1495 
Stirling Broadcast LS35A monitor xdem £P0A 
TDL RTL3 black finish boxed £275 

TURNTABLESITONEARMS 
Dearaude Master Reference with 
...reel tracking tonearm 
EAR 834P mm with volume 
Einstein phonostage beautifully made german 
crafted new price £3300 
Canard 401 

SME 3009 3', el beauiriul 

£4500 
£745 

£1995 
£695 

maple plinth £1495 
Linn LPI2 with Ittok with lingo PSU all boxed 
superb condition £1495 
Linn LPI2 black finish vnth Ongin Live motor 6. PSU £595 
Linn LP12 affromosia finish (lingo PSU missing) £395 
Michell Focus 1 £295 
Michell Gyrodec SE boxed mint £995 
Michell Gyro SE special order black finish brand new in a 
box, sealed box £P0A 
Optonica RM7100 direct drive tot of the range tumtabe £245 
Pioneer Tangential tracking PL L800 £295 
Protect Xpressen 2 boxed mint £175 
SME 10 with tonearm with V £3295 
SME senes ) tonearms various £P0A 
SME 309 boxed £695 
SME 3009 senes II rebuilt 8 rewired by Aude 
Ongami detatchable headshell £325 
Sony PS6750 turntable £345 
Syrinx LEI tonearm recently wired with cardas cable 
fitted and checked by Audio Ongami £275 
Synnx PU2 tuneares £295 
Thorens TDI25 MKII in plinth £275 
Thorens TD160 £195 

CD PLAYERS. DACs 
Arcam CD73 24bit cd player black finish £225 
1380 9000 cd player with floorstand and active 
speakers new £5000 £1795 
Cambridge Azur DAC Magic boxed £145 
Linn Akurate DS Streamer as new with warranty EPOA 
Linn Klimax DS as new with warranty £P0A 
Marantz CD52 MKII special edition £145 
Marantz CD50 multibit dac £95 
Marantz CD7 one of the world's finest player. 
new belt fitted £P0A 
Marantz CD17 MKII £395 
Meridian 506 20 bit CD player f395 
Mendian 518 digital audio processor f345 
Menden 207 disc player 2 boxed pre amp 8 transpon £375 
Musical Fidelity A308 24b4 up sampling boxed £695 
Nakamichi CD player 2 £75 
Nakamichi MBIO 5 disc music bank cd player £75 
Naim CDS3 with Teddy Pardo PSU f2645 
Naim CDS with PSU (with brand new laser) £1995 
Phillips CD610 16bt cd player £95 
Pioneer PDR509 legato link £145 
Pioneer PD9700 stable platter £225 
Primate 30.2 cd player boxed £495 
Rotel RA965 BO classe old school cd player 
boxed mint condition £195 
Sony COP X43920E £125 
Sony 0E680 SACO player£195 

TUNER 
Audelab 80001 tuner boxed 
Cyrus AM/FM tuner (onginal version) 
Pioneer F91 top of the range tuner 
Quad FM4 
Rotel RT1082 DAB tuner 
Troughline tuner 
Sony ST5100 FANAM classic 70's tuner 
Sony 700ES tuner 
Sony ST8900 OS DAB tuner 
Technics STG9OL top of the range tuner 

£395 
£95 

£245 
£175 
£225 

from £95 
£125 
£75 
£145 
£95 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Aka, GX77 open reel with various tapes mint condition 
recently been serviced £495 
Aiwa OK S9000 top of the range cassette deck £595 
Cardas golden ref 13.5mtr balanced interconnect £595 
Cardas reference tonearm cable £375 
Denon DRW585 a top of the range cassette deck £ 125 
Ferrograph logic 7 open reel 10 f495 
Nakamichi receiver 2 £195 
Nakamich LOO cassette deck £195 
Nordost Blue Heaven speaker cable 5mtr £295 

RECORDS 
(downsizing my collection excellent as new concirtion) 
Pink Floyd Pulse Box Set £295 
Led Zepplin BBC Session 200g £295 
Jimi Hendnx Expenence Box Set £195 
Blue Note Freddie Hubbard - Hub Tones 180g £15 
Blue Note Horace Parlan Wong & Grooveg Toshiba EMI £20 
Bee Note Amazing Bud Powell Time Weight Toshta EMI £20 
Blue Note Art Blakely and the Jazz Messengers 
At the Jazz comer of the world Toshiba EMI 
Various others: 
Annette Coleman. Don Chen). Lou Donaldson. 
Joe Henderson Bobby Hutcherson 

Various other artists available please phone 

UNEROUS PART- EX. ON ALL EQUIPMENT, NEW OR USED. QUALITY 
Opening times: 11.30 - 5.30 Tues to Sat 

28a Haddington Place, Edinburgh EH7 4AF 

Tel/Fax: 0131 558 9989 

Email: retro reproduction@virgin net 

Website: www.retroreproductiOh.Co uk 

IAN HARRISON HI-FI 111°12837M5 HIFI AT DISCOUNT PRICES. FREE NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 
SALE! UP TO 40% OFF ! 

Email: ian.harrisonemercian.myzen.co.uk 

SPEND £2000 OR MORE ON ANY TURNTABLE, TONEARM OR 
TURNTABLE AND ARM AND GET A £500 CARTRIDGE FREE! 

TONEARMS CARTRIDGES PHONOSTAGES TURNTABLES 
CARTRIDGE MAN ORTOFON WHEST AUDIO MICHELL 
MICHELL AIR TIGHT MUSICAL SURROUNDINGS AMAZON AUDIO 
REGA  SME DECCA LONDON TRICHORD PRO-JECT 

•  GRAHAM DENON TOM EVANS THORENS 
GRAHAM SLEE SRM TECH 

MOTH KOETSU LEHMANN EAR 
ORTOFON GRADO QUAD 
PRO-JECT GOLDRING ICON AUDIO AUDIO TECHNICA 
ROKSAN BENZ MICRO PURE SOUND DENON 
HELIUS TECHDAS PRO-JECT INSPIRE 
REED 
AMG ZYX EAR YOSHINO MUSIC HALL 
MOERCH CARTRIDGE MAN ROTH WELL ROKSAN 

HEADPHONES AMPLIFIERS CABLES HIFI FURNITURE 
SENNHEISER CREEK KUBALA-SOSNA ALPHASON 
BEYER SUGDEN PRO-JECT QUADRASPHIRE 
DENON ICON AUDIO BLACK RHODIUM SOUNDSTYLE 

CIED 
AUDIO TECHNICA EAR/YOSHINO TRANSPARENT CUSTOM DESIGN 
GRADO DENON WIREWORLD ATACAMA 
ERGO QUAD IXOS TRACK AUDIO 
GOLDRING TOM EVANS SUPRA APOLLO 

SPEAKERS HEADPHONE AMPS CD PLAYERS TUNERS 
HARBETH LEHMANN CREEK CREEK 
OPERA PRO-JECT EAR/YOSHINO DENON 
QUAD GRAHAM SLEE QUAD 
EPOS CREEK QUAD 
O. ACOUSTICS FIDELITY AUDIO DENON 
AUROUSAL SUGDEN MARANTZ 

ACCESSORIES 
DIGITAL STYLUS GAUGES, RECORD CLEANING MACHINES. CLEANERS, AUDIO CASSETTES • PHONE FOR TERMS. PLEASE PHONE TO CONFIRM PRICE & AVAILABILITY PRIOR TO ORDERING. ALL GOODS ARE BRAND NEW & BOXED WITH FULL U.K. GUARANTEES.NO EX. DEM OR EX DISPLAY GOODS. NO GREY IMPORTS. GOODS ARE NOT SUPPLIED ON APPROVAL. SORRY, NO GENERAL CATALOGUES. PLEASE PHONE OR WRITE FOR SPECIFIC REVIEWS, BROCHURES OR PRICES. SUPPLIER OF HIFI PRODUCTS & ACCESSORIES SINCE 1986 MAIL ORDER ONLY FROM; IAN HARRISON, 7 MILL HILL, REPTON, DERBY, DE65 6GO. TEL: 01283 702875. 9am - 9pm INCLUDING SUNDAYS. 

e> rei>e>e>e> 

Simply Funk...Quite! 

...innovation...not imitation 

www.thefunkfirM.CO.Uk 07846 798367 / 01273 585042 
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VINYL SECTION 

o 
Tony Bolton explores the 
capabilities of a dedicated 
handmade mono cartridge 
from a specialist Japanese 

manufacturer 

o master 

I
f I was to describe to you a 
pickup cartridge that tracked 

at between 2g and 4g, was 

mono and was fitted with a 

1.0 mil (0.0010") conical sty-

lus then you could easily be 

forgiven for thinking that this review 

was about some ancient cartridge 

from the early days of microgroove. 

But you would be very wrong.This 

specification belongs to the Miyajima 

Laboratories Premium BE II cartridge 

which is a current production model 

and second from the top of the com-

pany's range of six mono cartridges. 

The name will not be familiar 

to most British readers since, until 

Timestep took on the distribution 

in July this year, they had never 

been represented on these shores. 

I had heard of them, following their 

garnering some prestigious awards in 

America, and have been waiting for 

the opportunity to hear one. 

Each cartridge is handmade by a 

team of six people at the factory in 

Fukuoka, Japan, under the direction 

of Noriyuki Miyajima who founded 

the company. Even though they have 

been in production for only three 

decades, their first product was a 

dedicated mono cartridge, designed 

from scr atch, rather than being an 

adaptation of a stereo design. 

The Premium BE Il cartridge 

under review here shares its African 

Blackwood body (otherwise known 

as Mpingo; a 

material used in flutes, 

clarinets and oboes) with the 

range-topping Zero model.The 

bodies are individually milled in-

house on Roland Camm-3 CNC 

milling machines.The generator 

is a unique patented design called 

'Miyajima Vertical Axis Concentration' 

which only produces electrical energy 

in response to horizontal movements 

of the cantilever. 

This is very short and disappears 

up into the body vertically. It can be 

rotated in the horizontal axis without 

doing any damage to the internal 

wiring, so careless handling need 

not be the disaster that it can be 

"the sounc was 

and post 1970s reissues of older 

recordings.This cartridge is dedicated 

to playing original mono grooves 

which are slightly larger than the 

modern variant. 

From what 1 have managed to 

ascertain, the mono groove size was 

reduced from the late 1960s and 

early 1970s as original mono cutting 

lathes went out of use and stereo 

cutting heads were employed for 

cutting reissue records from most 

manufacturers. 

I initially set the cartridge up 

vivid, ve 
and superbly driven., ." 

with other designs. Being a moving 

coil design the stylus is not user 

replaceable. 

The stylus, as previously 

mentioned, is conical and of 1.0 mil 

diameter, so is not suited to playing 

modern mono pressings. Other 

cartridges in the Miyajima range are 

fitted with a 0.7mil stylus that would 

make them suitable for playing the 

likes of the new Beatles box set 

-y alive 

on the Clearaudio Magnify arm 

but halfway through the 30 hour 

recommended running in period I 

transferred it to the SME M2-9R 

which is also in place on the Master 

Solution, while the Magnify served 

other needs. 

Setting it up is very easy since 

the cartridge body is square edged 

and the stylus and cantilever are very 

visible.The cartridge weighs 11.8g 

DECEMBER 2014 89 



SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER!!! 

HI-FI WORLD 
ELECTRONIC EDITION 

W91IJ1R==Eil co-

Queries to - esubsehi-fiworld.co.uk 

1:1[11 

Subscribe to our 
eco-friendly e-edition of 
Hi-Fi World and receive a 

50% discount!!! 
• Receive your issue a week before on-sale dates. 
• Be the first to grab a bargain in our Free Reader 
Classified Ads. 

• In-house lab. tests to AES and IEC standards 
• Run by dedicated hi-fl engineers & enthusiasts. 
• No missed issues, or postal delays. 
• Access your issues from anywhere in the World. 
• PC and Mac friendly. 
• Eco-friendly. 

Subscribe today and receive 12 issues for 
£20 - that's an amazing £1.90 per issue! 

check out our free trial issue 

vIsrr faun wffrisrre: 
www.hi-fiworld.co.uk and selec 

"ELECTRONIC EDITION" 

To purchase yout,. -jelliWimmilminkiclick her 

Pay in Sterling, US Dollars or Euros. Non-sterling prices vary according to exchange rate. Eig: 
Cards accepted: Visa, Maestro (Switch), Mastercard, Solo and Delta. maestro 



VINYL SECTION 

so presented no balancing problems 

with either arm used. I experimented 

with the tracking force and, after a 

few hours of listening, settled on the 

recommended 3.5g as producing the 

most balanced sound. 

Running-in was a long drawn out 

process and I would say that every 

bit of the 30 hours is required to get 

this cartridge fully on song. 

Having achieved a stable sound 

I started off with one of my earliest 

LPs, a 1951 Philips first pressing of 

Tchaikovsky's '5th Symphony'. I've had 

this copy since my teens and have 

always loved the performance for the 

way Van Kempen gets the orchestra 

striding out the beat in the 4th 

movement, creating a sensation of an 

unstoppable force propelling the tune 

to its conclusion. 

I was delighted to discover that 

the Premium BE II transmitted this 

rhythmic intensity superbly, with 

the sort of snap to the pacing that I 

would normally expect when playing 

this record on an idler-driven deck, 

not a belt drive.The attack of notes 

was clean and precise and their 

stopping points were equally well 

defined.1 was also impressed with 

the way the needle dug a pretty full-

bodied sound out of these ancient 

grooves. Most modern cartridges are 

not kind to this record and it sounds 

elderly and frail when played with 

trusty first 

pressing of 

'Please Please 

Me'. This had 

been through 

the wars before 

I was given 

it but when 

tracked with 

a sympathetic 

cartridge, 

such as mono 

Ortofons or 

Benz Micros, 

can sound 

very good with 

tolerable levels 

of background 

noise. 

Playing it with 

this cartridge 

was revelatory. 

The sound 

was vivid, very alive and superbly 

driven with less intrusion fi om 

the appalling state of the groove 

walls than I have ever heard before. 

There was noise but it was so well 

suppressed that it was worthy of 

mere passing mental comment as to 

its existence. 

A near mint copy of The Oscar 

Peterson Quartet playing 'Stompin' 

At The Savoy' sounded little short of 

amazing. I felt very in contact with 

a solidly grounded sound that had 

The conical 1.0mil diamond stylus. The cantile-

ver can safely rotate if touched, without dam-

aging the internal mechanism. 

Although this is a mono cartridge, four connecting pins are 

provided so that parallel mono signals can feed both chan-

nels of a stereo phonostage. 

them. Here it regained the vigour and 

freshness that it would have displayed 

when new. 

I was sufficiently impressed 

with the way it retrieved musical 

information with virtually no surface 

noise disturbance that I put on my 

plenty of detail around the small 

sounds such as the high-hats yet 

filled the room with a wide and deep 

sense of its presence. 

Needless to say I have also 

ransacked my singles collection and 

am nothing short of stunned as to 

Ii 

how good this cartridge is. It doesn't 

try to impress with an obviously 

forward or deep sound, but strikes a 

balance somewhere between the two 

extremes. 

There is a fundamental rightness 

about the way records sound when 

played through it that has completely 

won me over to the point where 

I will state, that so far, this is the 

best dedicated mono cartridge that 

I have ever had in the house. I am 

now itching to try the stereo and 78 

models. Watch this space. 

MUSIC USED: 
Tchaikovsky. 'Symphony 

No.5 in E minor. Op.64.' 

Concertgebouw Orchestra, 

Amsterdam, conducted by 

Paul Van Kempen. Philips 

Records. A 00141 L. 1951. 

The Beatles. 'Please Please 

Me.' Parlophone Records. 

PMC 1202. 1963. 

The Oscar Peterson Quartet. 

'Plays Stompin' At the Savoy 

and The Astaire Blues'. 

Columbia Records. 33 C 1038. 

c1956. 

SYSTEM USED: 
Clearaudio Master Solution/ 

Magnify and SME M2-9R arms 

Leema Acoustics Agena phono-

stage Tucana Il amplifier 

Chario Ursa Major loudspeakers 

MIYAJIMA 
LABORATORIES 
PREMIUM BE II 
CARTRIDGE. 
£849.00 

OUTSTANDING - amongst 
the best 

VALUE - keenly priced 

VERDICT 
the best sounding dedicated 
mono cartridge that I have 
yet heard, offering detail and 
musicality well beyond its 
price point 

FOR 
- solid and fast bass 
- excellent timing 
- mid and treble detail 
- virtually eliminates surface 
noise 

AGAINST 
- cannot be used with modern 
mono pressings 

Timestep Distribution. 
+44 (011803 833366 
www.miyajima-lab.co.uk 

DECEMBER 2014 91 



FREE READER CLASSIFIEDS 

free reader 
lassifieds 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Only one advert per reader. No Trade adverts. This section is strictly for readers selling 
secondhand hi-fi equipment only. Maximum length per advert is 30 words, Adverts over 30 words will not be accepted. 

Telephone numbers and E-mail addresses are treated as one word. Model numbers are treated as one word i.e. Quad 

303 = two words. Email your advert to; classifieds@hi-fiworld.co.uk or fill in the form on page 97 and post it to 

Hi-Fi World Free Readers Ads, Studio 204, Buspace Studio, ConIan Street, Notting Hill, London W10 5AP. 

Sorry, we cannot accept adverts over the telephone. The Publisher reserves the right to judge submissions. 

WANTED: AUDIO-
Technica aluminium alloy 

S-shaped spare pipe 
for AT I 100 tonearm 

(detachable) Tel:Toni 07971 
953628 

GRADO 325 headphones, 

£100 ono,A&R T2I FM 
tuner, £30 ono.Tel: 01743 

245 888 

FOR SALE: Bought Orbe, I 
use SME Series 1V-D, hence 
Tecnoarm 'A I I ' and VTA 

adjuster for sale. New, un-

used, £450.Tel: 01505 346 
79 I (Renfrews h i re) 

MUSICAL FIDELITY AS 
amplifier with manufac-

turers upgrade certificate 
(£ I 900). Excellent 

condition complete with 
original packaging, remote, 

hand book etc. Absolute 
steal at £490 + P&P 
Tel: 0 I 5 I 608 4481 

NEAT MOMENTUM 
3i, complete with Neat 

matching stands. Premium 

birch finish. Superb sound 

and condition. Collection 
only please. £945. 

Tel: 07944 594 705 

MUSICAL FIDELITY MI 

HPA headphone + preamp. 
Over 1 watt per channel 

output. Easily drives most 
headphones including most 

planar magnetics. Mint, 
boxed (£490) £290 + P&P 
Ultrasonic CD cleaner, as 

new, £ 15 + P&P. 

Tel:0151 608 4481 

VAN DEN HUL The Wind 

speaker cable, outstanding 

sound 3 metres per side, 
amazing imaging £95. Email: 

boning@hotmail.com 

GAMUT L3 birds eye 
maple speakers with 
Partington Dreadnought 

stands + Kubala Sosna 
links, £ 1725. Michell 
Gyrodeck S.E. with SME + 

Rega arm boards. No arm. 
£750. Nakamichi DR-3, 

£55. Krell KAV-400 xi amp 
+ KAV-280 CD, £ 1750. 

Tel: 01474 326 220 (Kent) 

DENON AH-D2000 

headphones, NAD 3020 
amp, Denon TU260 tuner. 
£200. Tel: 07764 309 058 

HI- F1 NEWS Magazines. 
First 4 1/2 years, June 
1956 to January 1961. 

Excellent condition, £95. 

Rogers Cadet Mk3 stereo 
integrated valve amplifier. 
Working order. Offers.Tel: 

0114 237 8731 

REGA RP6 turntable, 

gloss black, complete 
with RB303 arm and 
TTPSU power supply. 
As new condition, 
boxed. £575. Email: 

chrismet@btinternet.com 
or Tel: 07967 031286 

ARCAYDIS AK3 
floorstanding speakers in 
sapelle. Recently fitted with 
new Morel mid/bass units 

and Audax tweeters. New 

£800, sell for £ I 60.Very 
natural sound.Tel: Pete 
01639 710 113 

PIONEER PD9 I CD player. 

Owned from new, £450. 

Collect only. Denon PMA 

520 amplifier, £65.Yamaha 

MDX793 MiniDisc, £60. 

Quad 66 CD player, £ 150. 

Pioneer A88X amplifier, 

1 I Owpc, £230. 

Tel: 01708 457 69 I 

SPENDOR SPI speakers 
on matching wooden 

stands. Cabinets and grills 
in good condition. Sound 

great on classical music and 
jazz. Open to offers. 
Tel: 01277 219 639 ( Essex) 

HI-FI ANNUALS. HFC 

collection 90/9 I.VVhat 
Hi-Fi Annuals 1979, 1980. 

HFC Best Buy Guides 
I 984, 1986/87, 1987, 91/92. 
Who's Who In Rock 1979, 

1981. £ 10 each. Other 
magazines.Tel: 01708 457 
691 

BICOR 200's with Lowther 

DX3's cabs. Need tidied. 
£650 ono. Pure Sound 
A30, new valves, excellent 

condition, £420 ono.Tel: 
07716 139 026 

REL Q50 sub-woofer £ 180. 

Audion Silver Night 300B 
single ended integrated, 
five line input with Border 

Patrol power supply. £900 
ono. All excellent condition. 
Tel: 07926 126 663 

PROJECT CARBON Esprit, 

Goldring 1042, Graham 

Slee Gram amp 2SE and 
PSU I . All mint. Offers. 

Meidian 557 and Audiolab 
CDQ also available (mint). 

Can dem.Tel: Phil 07973 

426 291 ( Birmingham) 

CHORD SIGNATURE 
Digital Tuned Aray I m 

long digital interconnect, 
not fully burnt in yet. 

Lovely cable and excellent 
reviews but no longer 

required. £245-00 (£410-

00 new) Contact John on 
01202 515474 or e-mail 

johnlangley17 

@talktalk.net 

MANA ACOUSTICS six 
level equipment rack. 
£350 ono. One turntable 

support with Reference 
top. £250 ono.Two power 

supply tables, £50 each. 
Buyer to collect. Tel: 07860 

155 521 

NORDOST VALHALLA 

XLR interconnect. 0.6m. 
Great condition. No box, 

£500.Tel: 07539 493 084 

PIONEER STACK system, 

double tape deck, tuner, 
graphic equaliser, multiplay 
disc player, turntable, 

two speakers, 2 x 6 disc 
magazines, remote control. 

Very good condition, £ 150. 
Tel: 0 I 202 883 347 

SONUS FABER 
Concertino speakers with 

Sonus Faber Piano Black 
fluted stands in excellent 

condition, with original 
boxes £570.00, Musical 
Fidelity X-Dac v3 £ 170, 

Pr 3mtr bespoke Silver 
High Breed Quintessence 

speaker cables, banana 
terminations, £75,Arcam 
DVI 137 DVD Player 
excellent condition 

£220 Tel: Coventry 

02476 679165 or 
davidhirst244@o2.co.uk 

MINT CONDITION MF 
KW 25 DAC and transport 
excellently reviewed asking 

£1500 a real bargain. 
jasonloy@btinternet.com 

NEVER BEEN Caned. Quad 

I I L Speakers in beautiful 
piano gloss maple, (£380) 
a snip at £ 150. original box 

& 2 terminated 4m runs 

of biwire cable free. Call 

01727 842769 
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FREE READERS CLASSIFIEDS 

TECHNICS SLI210 Mk2. 

Stripped down motor 

unit only (no arm/mat/ 

feet/lid). Suitable as donor 

for upgrade package e.g. 

Sound Hi-Fi, Origin Live. 

Domestic use only. £ 150. 

01621 772884 ( Essex) 

FOR SALE — Offers 

invited for my Leak Stereo 

20 which is in beautiful 

cosmetic condition and 

working well. 1 can 

email photos to anyone 

interested. Contact Tim on 

07796 930305 or email 

tim.lemon@talktalk.net. 

ROTEL 1582 MK 2 stereo 

amplifier 200 wpc Black, 

new £895 Buyer collects 

NW London Telephone: 

07956 121 013 No Texts 

FOR SALE: Beolab 9 loud 

speakers in blue 700 Watts 

per speaker plus cable if 

required. HiFI World 5 

globe review pick up and 

demo in Middx Tel: Mick 

01923829354 or Email 

michaelhardy I 0 

@btinternet.com 

RUSS ANDREWS Ultra 

Purifier Block (040) 

with additional mains 

Zapperator (£94) plus 

8 clarity mains modules 

(£800) installed internally. 

Mint condition £900 

collected. Pictures upon 

request. 

Tel: 01902 884694. Email: 

jukey39@yahoo.co.uk 

MUSICAL FIDELITY 

A3.2 RDS tuner £295, 

Musical Fidelity A308CR 

CD player £695, Musical 

Fidelity A308CR pre-

amplifier £695. All are: 

as new condition owned 

by me from new. Less 

than 100 hours use 

Pristine, unmarked c/w 

original boxes, remotes 

& instructions. Protected 

in an audio rack. Kept 

covered with a dust sheet 

Smoke & pet free home 

All are in the full silver 

finish.Tel: Mike 

07500 804700 

Email: michael.yates7 

@ntlworld.com 

(Cheshire) 

AUROUSAL VSX 

transmission line speakers 

two years old excellent 

condition, selling, because 

changing to Focalstage 

Floorstanders, same 

cabinet, hardly any 

difference wonderful 

sound. Give away price 

£495 Tel. 07956 121 013 

MUSICAL FIDELITY XLP2 

dual mono phono stage/ 

PSU Full upgrade by JS 

Audio Repairs.VGC, rare 

and a lot of good sound 

for the money. £300 Tel: 

Steve 07546 584068 Email: 

thelonious333@gmail.com 

WORLD DESIGNS 

KEL84XL integrated 

amplifier 15w+15w of 

beautiful valve sound, 

two years old, excellent 

condition £475 ono, 

buyer collects (Leeds). 

Spare valves for sale (new 

unused): 4xEL84 £36, 2x 

ECF80 £ 14, also 2xECF80 

(used) £ I0.Amplifier plus 

spare valves £500 the lot. 

Contact: 0113 262 3865 

a.beal@btinternet.com 

CLASS A amplifier power 

supply, self contained 

free standing unit, suits 

John Linsley Hood's 

1969/1996 designs and 

similar amplifiers, £299 or 

near offer accepted, price 

includes posting.Tel:- 0207 

499 8729. 

HI-FI WORLD, collection 

of 1990's issues.email/ 

phone for list. £3.75 each 

including postage (multiple 

discount available) 01621 

772884 Email: 

ian.greenslade 

@yahoo.com 

ATLAS ASIMI speaker 

cable 2 meters as new 

£1700 ovno. MitMH750 

Plus series two 3 meters 

good condition £325 ovno. 

Madrigal balanced CZ GEL 

I . 5meters £80 all boxed 

phone 07952336766 

WANTED: AUDIO-

Technica aluminium alloy 

S-shaped spare pipe 

for AT I 100 tonearm 

(detachable) Tel:Toni 07971 

953628 

CLASSIC CONTACTS 
When a classic goes ' p000f' your troubles have just started, but there may be a good ending. Replacing failing parts can improve the 
sound, so here is a short listing of all these companies who specialise in getting a classic up and running again after its deposited a 
small ring of soot on your ceiling! 

GT AUDIO 
(Graham Tricker, Bucks) 
Classic tuners, radios and amplifiers 
restored, repaired. 
Tel: 01895 833099 
Mob: 07960 962579 
www.gtaudio.com 

TECHNICAL AND GENERAL 
(East Sussex) 
Turntable parts - wide range of spares 
and accessories, plus arms and 
cartridges. Tel: 01892 654534 

CARTRIDGE MAN 
(Len Gregory, London) 
Specialist cartridge re-tipping service and 
repairs. High quality special cartridges. 
Tel: 020 8688 6565 
Email: thecartridgeman@talktalk.net 
www.thecartridgeman.com 

Dr MARTIN BASTIN 
(Shropshire) Garrard 301/401 
restoration, renovation and service. 
Special plinths; rumble cures, etc. 
Tel: 01584 823446 

CLASSIC NAKAMICHI 
(Paul Wilkins, Worthing. West Sussex). 
Restore, Repair & Service Nakamichi 
Cassette Decks. Tel: 01903 695695 
Email: paul@bowersandwilkins.co.uk 
www.bowersandwilkins.co.uk 

ARKLESS ELECTRONICS 
(Northumberland) 
Specialist in repairs, restoration and 
modifications to all amplifiers, valve or 
solid state, ancient and modern. 
Tel.: 01670 530674 
Email: info@arklesselectronics.com 
www.arklesselectronics.com 

CLASSIQUE SOUNDS 
(Paul Greenfield, Leicester) 
ESL-57s restored, rebuilt, fully r 
enovated or improved. Leak, Quad 
valves amps etc. 
Tel: 0845 123 5137/ 
Mob: 0116 2835821 
Email: classique_sounds@yahoo.co.uk 
www.flashbacksales.co.uk/classique 

AN AUDIO 
(Henry Dulat, Surrey) 
Repairs, restorations and upgrades 
to valve and transistor amps and all 
analogue audio including Revox. 
Tel: 01372 456921 Mobile: 07730 
134973 

REVOX 
(Bi jai Reeves, Cheshire) 
Revox tape recorder spares, service and 
repair. Accessories also available. 
Tel: 0161 499 2349 
Email: brian@revoxservice.co.uk 
www.revox.freeuk.com 

ONE THING 
(Coventry) Specialist in electrostatic 
panel manufacture and repair. Can 
refurbish ESL 57s and 63s as well as 
Leak Troughlines and Quad Ils. 
Email: one.thing@ntlworld.com 
www.onethingaudio.com 

EXPERT STYLUS COMPANY 
(Wyndham Hodgson, Surrey) Stylus 
replacement service for all types of 
cartridge. Including precise profiting for 
78s. Tel: 01372 276604 
Email: w.hodgson@btclick.com 

OCTAVE AUDIO WOODWORKING 
(Bristol) Unit 2, 16 Midland Street, St 
Phillips. Bristol. 
Tel: 0117 925 6015 
www.octave-aw.co.uk 

WEMBLEY LOUDSPEAKER 
(Paul MacCallam, London) 
Comprehensive loudspeaker servicing. 
Tel: 020 8 743 4567 
Email: paul@wembleyloudspeaker.co.uk 
www.wembleyloudspeaker.com 

LORICRAFT AUDIO 
(Terry O'Sullivan, Bucks) 
Garrard 301/401 and their own 
501 repair, spares and service.: 
Tel: 01488 72267 
www.garrard501.com 

QUAD ELECTROACOUSTICS (Cambs) 
Quad's service department, able 
to repair almost all Quad products, 
from the very first. (Also Audiolab, 
Mission & Wharfedale). 
Tel: 0845 4580011 
www.quad-hifi.co.uk 

SOWTER TRANSFORMERS 
(Brian Sowter, Ipswich) 
Large range of audio transformers 
for valve amps, cartridges, line 
drive, interstage plus all a 
ssociated services. 
Tel: 01473 252794 
www.sowter.co.uk 

LocKwooD AUDIO 
(London) 
Tannoy loudspeaker parts, restoration 
and repair. Also Epos and TDL 
loudspeakers. 
lel: 020 8 864 8008 
www.lockwoodaudio.co.uk 

CONVERSION OF VINYL/78/DVD/ 
LASERDISC AND CD COLLECTIONS 
TO DIGITAL FILES 
(Martin Pipe, Sol ithend-On-Seal 
Migrate music and film collections 
to today's servers and personal players. 
Tel: 07802 200660 
tekktalkuk@virginmedia.com 
www.tekktalk.co.uk 
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DIAL A DEALER 

This is a comprehensive directory of 
Hi-Fi Dealers throughout the UK and 

Ireland. 

CD 

BERKSHIRE 

LORICRAFT AUDIO 

Loricraft Audio is now open for visitors 

but please call to arrange for a visit. You 

can buy all our products directly from us 

or through your local dealer. Our Internet 

shop site can take direct orders for our 

turntables and accessories! Loricraft 

Audio, The Piggery, Mile End Farm, 

Wantage Road Lambourn, Berkshire, 

RG17 8UE Office Phone/Fax : +44 

(0)1488-72267 

Email: terry@garrard501.com 

website: http://garrard501.com 

STUDIOAV LTD 

44 High Street, Eton, Berkshire SL4 6BL 

Tel: 01753 631000 

Email: sales@studioay.co.uk 

www.studioay.co.uk 

We are Berkshire's premier Linn dealer 

(complete range) and LP12 specialists. 

Naim, Focal, Totem, The Chord 

Company, Lyra, Dynavector, Benz Micro, 

with more to follow. 

BRISTOL & BATH 

THE RIGHT NOTE 

Tel: 01225 874728 

www.rightnote.co.uk. 

Happy with your system? Wonder why 

there's so much for sale secondhand? 

Avoid the expense of upgrades that 

never quite "deliver". With infinite 

patience we'll help you plan longer-

term. Brands: Aesthetix, Aurender, 

Avalon, Bel Canto, Clearaudio, dCS, 

Gamut, Graham, Kawero, LeadingEdge, 

Magnum Dynalab, Spiral Groove, 

VerteMQ, Vitus, VTL. 

V'AUDIO HI FI CONSULTANTS 

36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol. 

BS9 1EJ. 

Tel: 0117 968 6005. 

Website: www.v-audio.co.uk 

Email: icvhifi@yahoo.co.uk 

ATC, AVI, Nola,ALR Jordan, Audio 

Analogue, Avid, Black Rhodium, 

Electrocompaniet, Edge amps/cd, 

Harman Kardon, Infinity, Jamo, Lyra, 

Origin Live, Opera, Ortofon, PS Audio, 

Michelle, REL, SME, Sugden,Townshend. 

Specialist in Video Projects by SIM2, 

lnfocus, Sanyo, Power Plan. Screens 

by Stewart, smx and da- lite. Demos by 

appointment only. Home trial facilities. 

CHESHIRE 

ACOUSTICA 

17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. 

www.acoustica.co.uk. 

Tel: 01244 344227. 

B&W 800 Diamond series dealer 

Naim Audio specialist & 500 Series 

stockist. Other brands carrieded include 

Arcam, Audiovector, Audio Analogue, 

B&W, Classe, Piega, Rega & Spendor. 

Full demonstration facilities. 

Open Tuesday to Saturday 10.00 to 5.30 

ACTON GATE AUDIO 

www.acton-gate-audio.co.uk 

4 Ruabon Road, Wrexham, LL13 7PB, 

Tel: (01978) 364500 

Arcam, Atlas, Audiolab, Denon, 

Grado, Michell, Monitor Audio, Dali, 

Leema, Loewe, Musical Fidelity, 

Ortofon, Onkyo, Pro-ject, Sonos, QED, 

Quad, Rel, Roksan, van-den-Hul, 

Wharfedale,Yamaha. 

Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 - 17.00 

email: info@acton-gate.com 

DOUG BRADY HI FI KINGSWAY 

Studios, Kingsway North, Warrington, 

WA1 3NU 

Tel: 01925 828009 Fax: 01925 825773. 

Visa Mastercard, Specialist High-End 

Turntable, Loudspeaker, Streaming 

and Amplifier retailer. Extensive 

range online to buy and will ship 

worldwide Luxurious demonstration 

facilities. Dedicated work shop for 

service and repairs. Custom cables 

made Installations and home delivery 

available. Car park directly outside 

Lowest price guaranteed. 

CORNWALL 

BIGEARS AUDIO 

To find a system that will allow you to 

hear the music instead of the equipment 

phone Bigears Audio, here you will find 

an interesting array of new and good 

quality used equipment! my intention is 

to have satisfied customers whatever 

their audio preferences. Naim dealer for 

the South West. 

Email: chrisbirchley@btinternet.com. 

Tel: 01736-740421 

ESSEX 

ROCOCO SYSTEMS 8, DESIGN 

Essex/London Linn Specialist 

Tel: 01371 856 407 — 0207 454 1234 

www.rococosystems.com 

We have over 30 years in 

entertainment solutions, We can give 

you expert advice 

on your Linn Hi-Fi, Multi-room AV and 

Home Cinema systems. P/EX, ex-demo 

and used Linn available, Demos 

by appointment . Home Demos 

welcome. Authorised dealers for Arcam, 

Artcoustic, Chord, Denon, Linn, Lutron, 

Kaleidescape, Marantz, Opus, Runko, 

Systemline, Sonos, Sim2. Linn Service 

& Repairs 

RADLETT AUDIO 

Saffron Walden, NW Essex 

Tel: 01799 599080 

E-mail: radlettaudio@hotmail.co.uk 

Website: www.radlettaudio.co.uk 

Selling sensible Hi-Fi systems 

since 1973 Albarry, ATC, Chord Co, 

Creek,Croft, Devialet, EAR, Funk, 

Harbeth, Icon Audio, Kudos, LFD, 

London/Decca, Lyra, Martin Logan, 

Michell, Neat, Nottingham Analogue, 

Ortofon, Puresound, PMC, Quad, 

Rega, SME, Something Solid, Sumiko, 

Sonneteer, Spendor, Tellurium Q. 

Turntable specialist - repair and set 

up. 

LANCASHIRE 

HOUSE OF LINN MANCHESTER 

Telephone: 0161 766 4837 

Email: Info@houseoflinn.com 

www.houseoflinn.com 

The Linn specialists. Independently 

owned by former Linn staff. 

Straightforward, professional expertise 

with demonstration, sales, instal-

lation and support for the Linn range 

of components and systems. The 

listening experience is so good that 

demonstrations can last for hours. 

Discover how we make music sound 

real in your home! Appointments only. 

LONDON 

THE CARTRIDGE MAN LTD 

88 Southbridge road, Croydon 

CRO 1AF Telephone: 020 8688 6565 

www.thecartridgeman.com 
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DIAL A DEALER 

Email: thecartridgeman@talktalk.net. 

UK Distributor: Hiaudio Distribution 

Makers of the prize-winning range 

of MusicMaker cartridges and other 

desirable audio accessories. We also 

have a cartridge refurbishing service and 

rebuild classic valve equipment to the 

highest standards. " It doesn't have to 

cost an arm and a leg - but there is no 

such thing a free lunch, either." 

MY AUDIO DESIGN 

35 Whitehall, London, SW1A 2BX 

Tel: 020 7839 8880 / 07782 137 868 

E-mail: sales@madengland.com 

Website: www.madengland.com 

E-Shop: www.shop.madengland.com 

We offer MAD, Benchmark Media, 

SONOS, WBT, Trichord Research, ATC, 

FatmanTube, Project, Lehmann, Ortofon, 

Vandenhul, QED, NAD, Goldring, Grado, 

Focal, Musical Fidelity, Ex-demo & 

second hand gears. Custom Installation, 

Servicing, Custom Design. Appointment 

Only. Short walk from Embankment, 

Charing-X & Westminster Tube. 

KJ WEST ONE 

26 New Cavendish Street, London 

W1G 8TY 

Tel 020 7486 8262 

www.kjwestone.co.uk 

The world's finest audio on 

demonstration in Central London: Audio 

Research-Devialet-Focal-Harbeth-

Jadis- Krell-Linn-Magico-Martin 

Logan-Naim-Quad-SME-Sonus Faber-

Wilson Audio. 

MANCHESTER 

AUDIO COUNSEL 

Audio Counse1,29 Sam Road, Diggle, 

Manchester, OL3 5PU 

01457 875555 

www.audiocounsel.co.uk 

dave@audiocounsel.co.uk 

Hi Fi from, B&W Densen, Dynavector 

Cartridges, Dynavector Amplifiers, 

lsoblue, Naim, Neat Acoustics, Piega, 

Quadraspire, Rega, Revolver, Shahinian, 

Totem, Well Tempered Turntables, Zu 

LOudSpeakers. Quality Hi 1-i is not plug 

and play. We deliver and install all 

systems. Tuesday to Saturday 10.00am 

to 5.30pm Thursday till 8pm 

MIDLANDS (EAST) 

ICON AUDIO LTD 

351 Aylestone Road, Leicester LE2 8TA 

Tel:0116 244 0593 

Email sales@iconaudio.com 

www.iconaudio.com 

Hear and buy the full range of Icon Audio. 

Talk to David Shaw. Excellent demo 

facilities. Quiet off road listening room. Hear 

any Ortofon cartridge, any Project turntable. 

Part Exchange welcome. Sales, set up, 

delivery and service. Home trial available. 

Mon — Fri 10:00-5:30 by appointment if 

possible. Other times by arrangement. 

MIDLANDS (WEST) 

SOUND CINERGY 

37 high street, Aldridge, WS9 8NL 

Tel: 01922 457926 

www.soundcinergy.co.uk 

clive@soundcinergy.co.uk 

Black Rhodium, Chord Co, Exposure, 

Heed, Kudos, Lehmann, Linn, Marantz, 

Michell, Monitor Audio, Neat, Nordost, 

Okki Nokki, Ortofon, Project, REL, 

Roksan. Check our website for ex dem 

and secondhand bargains. Ample car 

parking. Tuesday-Saturday 10-5.30 

SUSSEX 

15 AUDIO 

Churchward Court, 15 Western Road 

Lewes, BN7 1RL 

Tel: 08448 22 11 15 

Email:sales@15audio.co.uk 

www.15audio.co.uk 

Formerly Sounds of Music, new 

ownership - demonstration facilities 

in centre of Lewes. Friendly staff. Free 

parking. Ayon, Bladelius, Boulder, Coda, 

Hansen, LSA, SoundLab, SME, WBT and 

more. Quad centre - ' Digital Clinic' - 

service centre. Home demo's, delivery 

and installation. Mon — Frid 10:00am 

— 6:00pm. Sat 10:00 — 2:00pm. Closed 

Wednesday. 

YORKSHIRE 

THE AUDIO ROOM 

Savile Street, Hull, HU1 3EF 

01482 891375 

www.theaudioroom.co.uk 

Authorised agents for Audiolab, Bowers 

and Wilkins including 800 series, Classe, 

Denon, Dynavector, Focal, Linn, Naim, 

ProAc, Quad, Rega, Rotel, Tellurium Q 

and more. Large open plan showroom 

with 2 dedicated demonstration rooms, 

part exchange welcome, friendly 

& knowledgeable staff. Yorkshire's 

streaming specialist. 

AUDIO REPUBLIC 

78 Otley Road, Leeds 

Tel: 0113 2177294 

www.audio-republic.co.uk 

For the best in quality hifi in West 

Yorkshire, representing Naim Audio, 

Rega, Sugden, Audio Research,VPI, Krell, 

Copland, Sonus Faber,Arcam, Nottingham 

Analogue, Roksan, Hutter,Martin Logan, 

Proac, PMC, M&K, Finite Elements, 

SME, Cardas, Kudos Loudspeakers and 

others. Open Tuesday-Saturday 9.30am 

to 5.30pm 

FANTHORPES HI-FI, TV & CUSTOM 

INSTALLATION SPECIALISTS 

HEPWORTH ARCADE, SILVER STREET, 

HULL, HU1 1JU 

Established over 60 years 

Tel: 01482 223096 

Web: www.fanthorpes.co.uk 

Email: shop@fanthorpes.co.uk 

Part exchange welcome. High-end 

Second Hand Equipment. Multi-room 

installations. Demonstration by 

appointment. Home trials welcome. 

Interest free credit available. Experienced 

staff. We stock Arcam, Cyrus, Dali, 

Denon, Dynaudio, Exposure, Kef, Loewe, 

Onkyo, Primare, Roksan, Spendor, 

Sugden and much more. 

IRELAND 

ARDHOWEN HIFI 

10 Menapian Way 

Enniskillen, Fermanagh, BT74 4GS 

Abbingdon Music Research, Acoustic 

Masterpiece, Airtight, Benz Micro, 

Croft, Acoustics, Custom Design, Deltec 

Precision Audio, Firestone Audio, Graham 

Slee, Hanns Acoustics, Harmonix, 

Luxman, My Audio Design, Opera 

Audio/Consonance, Origin Live, Project, 

Reference 3A, Reiymo, Sugden Audio, 

True Colours Industries, Trafomatic, 

Usher, Verity Audio, WLM 

www.Ardhowenhifi.com 

07581 119913 Tom 
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NEXT MONTH 
JANUARY 2015 AWARDS ISSUE 
Yes, January 2015 is our enormously popular awards issue where we pick out the products that moved us most. 
Don't miss what came out top in 2014. And also we bring you... 

McIntosh M6100 Media Bridge 
The new McIntosh MB100 Media Bridge due in our next issue is dizzyingly capable. Not only does it store all your music on a 1TB 
internal hard drive but it stores it to Apple iCloud or Amazon Cloud, so you can enjoy it elsewhere - say in your Bermuda beach 
condo. It accepts online streams from Pandora, SiriusXM, Spotify, Rhapsody and TuneIn as well as internet radio stations and, of 
course, reads a network, USB keys as well as digital inputs. Don't miss reading what happens when McIntosh bring their design 
powers to bear on a media bridge. 

Also, we hope to bring you — 

Focal Aria 926 loudspeakers 

Roksan K3 Amplifier 

Benchmark Media DAC2 

Funk Firm FX3 tonearm 

Samsung BD- H6500 Blu-ray player 

JBL Authentics L16 wireless speaker 

Noble Wizard in- ear headphones 

...and much more. 

This is a selection of what we hope 

to bring you, not a complete list. We 

regret that due to a wide range of 

issues, such as failure under review, 
we cannot guarantee that all products 

listed above will appear. 

PICK UP THE JANUARY 2015 ISSUE OF HI-FI WORLD ON SALE 28TH NOVEMBER 
2014, OR SUBSCRIBE AND GET IT DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR: SEE PAGE 42 
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CLASSIC CUTS 

<IRSTY VACCOLL 
KITE 
SALVO 

"You can see 
why she was 
consicerec Gy 
many o3sery-
ers as the oest 
female 
sincer of her 
generation" 

K
s ite' was MacColl's second 
solo album, but it took her 

ten years to get there. Part of 

the issue and the reason for 

the long delay was because 

he took time off to have 

children but, despite her love of music, she also 

had issues with performing because she suf-

fered from stage fright. 

"I didn't do any performing for 10 years" 

she said. "Then I forced myself to get over it. I 

decided to fix up a tour, and if I didn't enjoy it 

by the end I would never do it again". 

That situation, thankfully, never came about 

and, despite the lay-off, Kite' became her best 

album of, what has to be remembered, is a 

great bunch of LPs, both in terms of MacColl 

the singer and MacColl the songwriter. 

With 'Kite' you can see why she was 

considered by many observers as the best 

female singer of her generation. In addition, 

the production values on this release are 

well thought out, with her vocals overdubbed 

several times on most tracks to create thick, 

lush harmonies, most notably on the gorgeous 

cover of the Kinks"Days', one of her musical 

influences. 

Other influences of note, while we are on 

the subject, also include Frank Zappa (revealing 

her rather playful way with words and the 

structure of songs), the Beatles (for her intense 

melodicism) and David Bowie (for always 

looking for 'the other way' when approaching 

a song). She took another pathway when she 

looked to create a song and, for that matter, 

when enjoying songs from other songwriters. 

"1 tend to like the ones who can make me 

laugh, the ones who don't take themselves too 

seriously" she said. 

On this album her songwriting was 

excellent, with some of her sharpest and 

cleverest words and most memorable melodies 

found here.Yet, these attributes, in one form 

or another, ha-e been a feature of all her work 

from the earliest times. 

"I had a desperate urge to express 

myself through music" she said. "I was going 

through all the usual things that tear you up 

at a younger age. I don't think the early stuff 

was particularly inspiring but it was enough to 

make me think I could do better". 

There are several highlights on this LP, 

including 'What Do Pretty Girls Do?'. Ex-

Smiths man Johnny Marr, co-writer of a 

couple of tracks on the album, agreed. "She 

wasn't a good musician, technically. She wasn't 

interested in mastering an instrument but 

she was great at putting chords together. Her 

expertise was melody, lyrics and harmony. She's 

one of England's greatest-ever pop lyricists, 

she believed her songs should be almost like 

mini-novels and she was a Jedi at harmony. The 

way she recorded her harmony vocals was 

amazing. She'd pick the least obvious bit of the 

song, find the least obvious harmony part and 

sing it really quietly. She'd double this little part 

and move away from the mike and sing it in a 

slightly different way and start building these 

layers. Bit by bit this amazing puzzle would fall 

into place. She had a system that was all her 

own". 

Other tracks of note include the songs, 

'Innocence' and 'Free World'. Both numbers 

have the ability to shove her attitude right 

in your face. But they are contrasted with 

songs such as ' Fifteen Minutes', which exposed 

MacColl at her most understanding. Not all of 

the songs on this album are her own but that's 

fine because the stand-out covers - the Smiths' 

'You Just Haven't Earned It Yet, Baby' and Kate 

and Anna McGarrigle's 'Complainte pour Ste. 

Catherine' - are given the MacColl overhaul 

and are brilliant inclusions that work well. 

'Kite' has been reissued by Salvo as a 

remastered edition, along with seventeen 

bonus tracks and a twenty-eight page booklet 

featuring lyrics, rare photos and memorabilia. 

The package has been presented in a 

rather nice multi-gatefold edition. I don't see a 

better release of ' Kite' coming your way soon. 

It looks great, sounds perfect and is packed 

with rarities, so grab it while you can. 

While you're there, though, note that, 

the label has also sympathetically treated 

other MacColl albums in the same fashion, 

such as 'Titanic Days' (that includes BBC live 

tracks from 1995 and a booklet), 'Desperate 

Character' (remastered with a booklet), 

'Electric Landlady' (with sixteen bonus tracks 

and a booklet), plus 'New England' a ' Best Of...' 

collection that includes an extra DVD disc of 

ten promo videos. PR 

98 DECEMBER 2014 



US1-1 
The USHER Dancer Diamond Series features the world's 
first amorphous DLC (diamond- like carbon) diaphragm tweeter. 

This is a tweeter which is second to none in the current market. 
To find out more, visit www.usheraudio.com or your nearest 
USHER dealer... 

"2012 Editor's Choice" Awards --- AUDIO ART 

Mini-X Diamond 
2-way system: 1.25" Diamond DMD dome tweeter, 7" midrange 

Sensitivity: 07 dB @ 1 watt / 1m 

Nominal impedance: 8 ohms 

Frequency response (-3 dB): 41 Hz - 40 kHz 

Power handling: 100 watts 

Crossover frequencies: 2.3 kHz 

Weight: 15.5 kgs/34.2 lbs. per piece 

Dimensions (w x d x h): 26 cm x 37 cm x 43.5 cm; 

Behind the scenes 
Dr. Joseph D'Appolito a world renowned authority in audio and acoustics 

designs the crossover and performs prototype testing/final fine tuning for 

Usher Audio. Consulting to a couple of famous audio companies, Joe 

always finds the tremendous value Usher Audio products represent a 

delightful surprise in today's high end audio world. 

Rueyma Electric Technology Co., Ltd. Distributed in the UK by Decent Audio 
No 29-2 Jhonghua Rd Taipei City 100, Taiwan 
Tel: 886 2 2314 3868 , Fax: 886 2 2371 7253 

T: 0560 2054669 
W: www.decentaudio.co.uk E: info@decentaudio.co.uk 



pure virtuosity 

*lb 

For more than a quarter-century, Sonus faber has 
represented the pinnacle of loudspeaker aesthetics. 
From its earliest models, incorporating real wood, 
furniture-grade finishing, seductive curves and even 
grilles that reveal style and inventiveness, this repository 
of Italian artisan skills and artistry has achieved what 
was once deemed impossible: creating speakers that 
sound as beautiful as they look. 

Along with a series of models paying homage to the 
great luthiers of Cremona, the company has since 
been inspired by the Teatro Olimpica in Vicenza. It is 
appropriate that this new family of speakers considered 
the standards of a famed venue as the ne plus ultra of 
the reproduction of music with vivacity and power... 
exactly what defines music from opera to orchestral to 
rock music to soul to jazz. To achieve this, Sonus faber 
has exploited all that it has learned since its inception. 

Like all Sonus faber loudspeakers, Olympica 
represents what is possible, while respecting 
what has mattered. 

absolute sounds ltd. 
International Distributors S. Consultants of Spectelised Hi-End Audio S. Video Systems 

58 Durham Road, London, SW20 01-VV +44 (0)20 99 71 39 09 

www.absolutesounds.com infoCabsolutesounds.com 

Sonus faber. 




