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American
wood

Want headphones that look and sound a little different? The ZMF Atticus is Martin Pipe’s

suggestion...

his particular story begins
ith the Fostex TSORP

professional studio head-

phones, the performance

of which transcends their

modest pricing. They can
be made to sound even better with
tweaks, though, as Chicago resident
Zach Mehrbach discovered. Several
years ago he started modifying
T50RPs for friends and family, and
the work occupied ever-greater
slices of his time. Saddled by stu-
dent debt, he decided to turn these
efforts into a commercial venture
known as ZMF (Zach Mehrbach
Films, apparently).

Aspiring guitar-maker Mehrbach,
having exploited the potential of the
TS50RP as far as it would go, saw his
own headphone designs as the way
forward for ZMF. Among the results
are the £1,100 Atticus featured here.
As with the other ‘ear-gear’ born
in ZMF’s workshop, the cups of the
490g Atticus are made of wood
— specifically camphor — which makes
them distinctive both visually and
aurally. Mehrbach “loves” camphor,
which he describes as “a medium-
density wood that machines and
finishes well, with the added bonus of
smelling great”.

That said, ZMF offers its
headphones in “limited-edition”
woods too.Acorn Audio’s Aamer
Qureshi, who imports and sells
ZMF here, told me that he can also
supply an Atticus in Manchurian Ash
(£1,200) or Cocobolo (£1,300).The
choice of wood influences how the
headphones reproduce music, as
Mehrbach points out; softer woods
will have “more decay and more
sense of roundness to notes”, while
harder woods will be “slightly more
precise, with harder edges”.

Both of the aforementioned
woods are notably harder than
camphor, but soft when compared to
teak - which ZMF uses for another
model, the Auteur. It’s important
to make the right choice from the
outset, though, as ZMF doesn’t “offer
a cup change service...they're not
user replaceable...changing them
necessitates a complete rebuild of
the headphone”. Even in standard
camphor form, the Atticus — supplied
in a rugged plastic ‘seahorse’ case
with two sets of cables (balanced 4-
pin XLR and unbalanced 6.3mm, with
3-pin mini XLRs at the headphone
end) - is indeed a joy to behold.

Interestingly, the earpads - only
“regular, non-perforated” types are
recommended — can be upgraded,
although replacement is an option
too. The Atticus comes with
lambskin/suede ‘Ori’ pads, which
are claimed to “add soundstage and
treble”. They are slightly smaller in
diameter than ZMF’s higher-end
Eikon pads and keep ears “further
from the driver, for a touch more
stage and linearity”. The Eikons are
available in ‘protein’ finish, as well as
lambskin and suede.

Naturally, the pads visually-
complement the cups — which
don’t just look good.According
to Mehrbach, they are “highly-
engineered acoustic designs” with
damping and airflow character-
istics that help to make “frequency
response and tonal character-
istics” meet expectations.All ZMF
headphones go “through months or
years of testing to get the specific
sound” that Mehrbach is after. The
Atticus is a closed-back design, but
according to Qureshi “there now
exists an open-back version called
the Aeolus”.

www.hi-fiworld.co.uk

What of the (proprietary)
dynamic drivers that live in the cups?
Their diaphragms are made of TPE
(thermo-polyethylene), an “extremely
flexible yet durable plastic” that can
remain “ridged and provide impact,
while still being flexible enough to
have clear treble and very engaging
midrange”. The electromagnetic
circuit that pushes them has a 300-
ohm impedance, and a sensitivity of
99dB/mW. ZMF reckon that “tube
amps are a good match...as they
match our drivers’ damping factor
well, but solid state amps can work
great as well”.

SOUND QUALITY

| used Atticus with the excellent
Benchmark HPA4 headphone
amplifier (also made in the USA) in
balanced mode, my primary source
being a Cambridge CXN v2 and
Chord Qutest DAC playing music
held on a NAS. My Focal Utopia
‘phones were used as a reference.
On the whole, the earpieces of the
Atticus are — despite their bulk

and weight — comfortable to wear.
When lying down, though, | did
note a tendency to slip off. Adjusted
properly, they are a snug fit and as a
result you're isolated from external
noise that can spoil your enjoyment
of the music.

They may slip off in bed, but to
be honest these would be the last
headphones to choose if getting
sleep is on the agenda! In short, they
place excitement and sheer energy
over any pretence towards neutrality.
The ZMF ‘house sound’ has been
described by Mehrbach as “a synergy
between analytical and musical...
the uncanny ability to present detail
without losing organic enjoyable
attributes”. That is, if my experience


http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.acornaudio.co.uk
http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.bryston.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk
co.uk
http://uk.kef.com/egg
http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk/letters
http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.audioconsultants.co.uk
mailto:info@audioconsultants.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



spendoraudio.com



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



mailto:sales@henleyaudio.co.uk
http://www.henleyaudio.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



blueaura.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



speakers.com/uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



wavehighfidelity.com



http://www.selectaudio.co.uk
http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk
http://WWW.HI-FIWORLD.CO.UK
mailto:hifiworld@webscribe.co.uk






http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



mailto:salcs@vinccntshop.co.uk
http://www.vinccnlshop.co.uk
http://www.blackrhodium.co.uk
http://www.blackrhcxiium.co.uk
http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



auralic.com
http://www.KirmussAudio.net
mailto:sales@kirmussaudio.net
http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.bristolshow.co.uk
http://www.bristolshow.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.hardtofindhifi.com
mailto:sales@hardtofindhifi.com



http://www.hardtofindhifi.com



http://www.SoundHiFi.com
http://www.electromod.co.uk
http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.blackrhodium.co.uk
mailto:sales@blackrhodium.co.uk
http://www.blackrhodium.co.uk
http://www.airaudio.co.uk/dealers/
http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



mailto:neuu5@Endhandhih.co.uk



mailto:dave_london@hotmail.com
http://www.tutt-technology.co.uk
http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk
http://www.purepleasurerecords.com
http://www.musiconvinyl.com
http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



ramrock.bandcamp.com
ahkosmos.bandcamp.com
https://szunwaves.bandcamp.com
iamroosevelt.bandcamp.com
groundation.com
http://www.sireena.de
blackrootsreggae.net
johnbutlertrio.com
http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



MCRU.CO.UK
THEVINYLADVENTURE.COM
brookaudio.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



mailto:ian.harrison@mercian.myzen.co.uk
GUARANTEES.NO
http://www.criterionaudio.com
mailto:info@criterionaudio.com
mailto:saies@world-designs.co.uk
http://www.world-designs.co.uk
http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.fiio.com/k3



http://www.jordanacoustics.co.uk
http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



mailto:sales@henleyaudio.co.uk
http://www.henleyaudio.co.uk



http://www.ds-audio-w.biz
http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.divineaudio.co.uk
mailto:tim@divineaudio.co.uk
http://www.nghtnoteco.uk
http://www.oxfordaudio.co.uk
mailto:sales@amp3.co.uk
amp3.co.uk
AMP3.CO.UK
istereos.co.uk
mailto:istereos@hotmail.com
mailto:joanna@hi-fiworld.co.uk
atlascables.com
http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.alto-extremo.com
http://www.mackenziehifi.com
http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.billyvee.co
mailto:sales@billyvee.co.uk
billyvee.co.uk
http://www.peakhifi.co.uk
mailto:sales@peakhifi.co.uk
http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



mailto:sales@midlandaudiox-change.co.uk
http://www.midlandaudiox-change.co.uk



mailto:classifieds@hi-fiworld.co.uk
mailto:rtodes@gmail.com
gmail.com
mailto:schofield@kcl.ac.uk
btinternet.com
mailto:pogsonp@aol.com
mailto:joelliott59@aol.co.uk
hotmail.co.uk
http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk






Music.com
mailto:classifieds@hi-fiworld.co.uk
http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk



http://www.audiolounge.co.uk



http://www.absolutesounds.com
mailto:info@absolutesounds.com

	HI-FI WORLD

	welcome

	WRITERS

	testing (see www.hi-fiworld.co.uk for full explanations of all our tests)



	contents

	The new Q Series hi-fi speakers

	email:news@hi-fiworld.co.uk


	news

	AYRE CHECK

	70 YEARS OF THE ‘BIG MAC'

	ASSIST ME!

	CLEARED FOR TAKE-OFF!

	GETTING THE ROON READY

	WELSH STREAM

	EVOKATIVE SPEAKERS

	HORSE TRADING

	BACK IN BLACK

	QR-CODE

	PICTURE-PERFECT POWER?

	B&W’s new 603 floorstanding loudspeaker has vivid clarity says Noel Keywood.

	SOUND QUALITY


	Tellurium Q'

	Statement

	CONCLUSION

	A combined integrated amplifier/DAC from Audiolab sets a new standard at its price, says Jon Myles.

	SOUND QUALITY

	Noel Keywood thinks it has a sound to match.

	SOUND QUALITY

	Top-quality CD player with superb sound

	High-class integrated amplifier at a low price


	CONCLUSION

	A portable player that does it all. Noel Keywood reviews FiiO's affordable M9 that's packed with ability.

	STORIED SOUND FOR EVERY MOMENT.

	SOUND QUALITY

	BRITAIN


	CONCLUSION

	I EMAIL: INFO@DECENTAUDIO.CO.UK

	Want headphones that look and sound a little different? The ZMF Atticus is Martin Pipe's suggestion...

	SOUND QUALITY

	CONCLUSION

	TECHNOLOGY POWER CONTROL



	Mail

	A KEF EGG WIRELESS DIGITAL MUSIC SYSTEM is on its way to DR. R J SIMMONDS, Letter of the Month winner in our January 2019 issue.

	GutWire Audio Grounding Cables

	“Can you please develop a phono stage?”

	We listen to our customers

	The perfect partner for v40_or other amplifiers

	blueaura.co.uk

	Noel Keywood checks out the xDSD portable headphone amplifier from iFi.

	SOUND QUALITY

	CONCLUSION


	01442 820580

	+44 (0) 1442 820580

	SO WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR? CALL NOW!!! SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE 01442 820 580 Lines open Mon-Fri 9.00-5.00 or (weekend answering service available)

	hifiworld@webscribe.co.uk

	12 issues a year delivered straight to your door.

	Be first to grab a bargain in our "Free Reader Classified Ads" section.

	Run by dedicated hi-fi engineers and enthusiasts.

	Subscribers receive a minimum 10% Discount annually.

	Hi-Fi World has become famous for its informative reviews and radical kit designs.

	PLUS! Subscribe by Direct Debit and receive a 16.5% discount on a yearly subscription (UK only).

	Hi-Fi orld, Subscriptions Department Unit 4 College Road, Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton HP22 5EZ

	Martin Pipe revisits the Audiolab 8000A - once the default choice, when it came to mid-range amplification.

	2x12”, 1 x 10”, 1x7” Simultaneously.

	Visit our Website for more Information, Videos and details of where next we will

	Email: sales@kirmussaudio.net Telephone: 01305 871010 be demonstrating.




	ORGANISED BY AUDIO T

	22nd — 24th February 2019. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. every day at the Bristol Marriott City Centre Hotel

	www.bristolshow.co.uk


	"The Far East leads in electronics because of vast investment"

	McIntosh MA252

	McIntosh MA9000

	Miyajima - Stereo - Mono - Denon DL-103 - Audio Technica AT33 & OC9 Turntables & Tonearms - Technics SL-1200 & SP-10R - Furutech - Klipsch - 78rpm - SL1200 Mods Tax free best prices for World wide mail order by Fed Ex

	Sound Hi Fi Dartmouth Devon 01803 833366 www.SoundHiFi.com


	"If a solo artist gets things badly wrong they can crash and burn"

	Waltz Loudspeaker Cable

	“ To compare the Hana with a cartridge costing 10 times as much seems madness, but ‘blind’ I would have believed they were in the same class - extraordinary. “ GEOFF HUSBAND, TNT FRANCE


	"It looked as if someone had taken a pick-axe to its front panel"


	Thinking of selling? Think of us!

	Thinking of buying? Think of us!

	Thinking of saving? New special deals!

	We do not sell these products. It is for your information only.


	vinyl section

	FEBRUARY 2019

	www.hi-fiworld.co.uk

	MCINTOSH MT2 TURNTABLE 83

	DS AUDIO STYLUS CLEANER 89

	SOUNDBITES ALTO-EXTREMO LYD II ISOLATION FEET/VOODOO ISO-POD ISOLATION FEET 91 Paul Rigby explains the value of feet (beneath your hi-fi!).

	AUDIOPHILE BOOK 93

	PURE PLEASURE

	MUSIC ON VINYL

	PIXIES

	AT THE MOVIES

	BANDCAMP GOODIES

	...AND FINALLY

	The green glow of a McIntosh MT2 turntable

	attracts Noel Keywood.


	IAN HARRISON HI-FI SALE!

	SOUND QUALITY


	DSD

	K3: £89.99 Discover more: www.fiio.com/k3

	CONCLUSION

	You need to keep your turntable’s stylus as clean as possible. Paul Rigby reviews one tool to help you do just that, DS Audio’s ST-50.

	DESIGN

	CONCLUSION


	0208 943 3530

	Eos

	SAVE TWICE!!

	Trade in your CD Player & claim up to £1000 against a new digital Streaming player - offering you easier access to your music and better sound quality

	Please call in or visit billyvee.co.uk for full details of this and other great new performance enhancing promotions

	www.peakhifi.co.uk	Tel: 01226 761832 Mob: 07801 821791 sales@peakhifi.co.uk



	MIDLAND AUDIO XCHANGE

	Ex-demo and second

	hand items

	ICON AUDIO ST300 MKII






