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REVIEW

Chip off the

old (mains)

DIOCK

Martin Pipe tries the No.79 mains power hub from MCRU.

he use of mains distribu-

tion boards — basically,

extension leads with mul-

tiple sockets — is com-

monplace. To achieve the

best results, it’s important
to choose a distribution board
that’s up to the task, one that will
plug into the mains socket nearest
to your home’s consumer unit and
meter.

So it was of interest to learn
of a relatively-affordable model
from MCRU - a firm used to
selling expensive boards like the
£550 No.l. Funnily enough, their
No.79 - that sells for roughly half
the amount — looks very similar to
their pricier and longer-established
unit. This is probably because both
share the same basic chassis — an
industrial-strength Brennenstuhl
‘Premium-Alu-Line’ board, hailing
from Germany. Our review sample
was 4-way, but for more sophis-
ticated installations MCRU also
makes use of the 6-way (add £12)
and 8-way (add £24) models.

The basic lug-mountable
Brennenstuhl board is made
of plastic, enclosed in a tough
aluminium extrusion “strong
enough to withstand being stood
on by mistake” claims MCRU
— although they don’t recommend

trying it!

As standard the board is not up
to audiophile standards, so MCRU
make changes, using Audio Note 6%
silver solder where necessary. The
on/off switch and neon light are
removed, as they have “been proven
to be detrimental to sound quality”;
a MCRU badge covers the hole.

The internal bus-bars are plated
and MCRU replaces the captive
mains cable with something more
suitable — 7N cable, featuring
DUCC copper, that is imported
from Japan.You can buy versions
of the No.79 with cable lengths
ranging from Im (£240, 4-way) to
5m (£528, 4-way).

To the other end of the cable
MCRU fit a substantial MS328
13 Amp mains plug with plated
pins. At both ends, are miniature
ferrite rings claimed to be an
“effective barrier...to stop RFI”
(radio frequency interference) from
contaminating your equipment
supplies.

MCRU do not modify the unit
to accommodate star-earthing as
this makes “no difference to sound
quality whatsoever”. Nor is there
surge protection, as this “often robs
the system of dynamics...it is one
more circuit for the current to pass
through”.

www. hi-fiworld.co.uk

Despite the continuing
existence of the No.l, MCRU is
confident that its No.79 will be
“the last mains hub you will ever
need”.

PERFORMANCE

In the blue corner, a bog-standard
mains distribution board that came
from B&Q. In the red corner, the
MCRU No.79. Helping to judge the
contest were a Cambridge CXN v2
playing hi-res content, Prism Callia
DAC/headphone amp and Focal
Utopia headphones.

Changing mains plugs allowed
me to compare the two...and
| found that using the MCRU
product does indeed make a
positive difference. Relative to
the cheap mass-market board,
there was a tad more space and
definition to minimalist recordings
like the Blue Coast DSD ones |
frequently turn to as references
— among them Keith Greeninger
and Dayan Kai’s stunning ‘Looking
For A Home'. Details like vocal
nuances and guitar handling-
noises were more evident, as was
an appreciation of the venue’s
acoustics.

Recordings like this are
also revealing of any noise in
the playback system; subtle
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