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EXCLUSIVE! Secret Bob

Dylan recordings

N the l_.r:.l tew months 5 number of Roh
”:-,r':l'.-'.!.n"-; ROTIES h-l‘iﬂ- hiﬂrn r;.-r'nrl‘h'tj and
relegned Ihese Include Manfred Mann's
chart topping “ Mighty Quinn.” the Brian
Auger-Julle Driscall hit, “This Wheel's
On Fire,” the RByrds last single * ?iral
Aint Going Nowhere,” also covered by
Unit Four Plus Two and Paul MacNeill
and Linda Peters, “ 1 Shall Be Released.”
recorded by folksinger Mare Fllington ar:ﬂ
Hoz, Peter, Paul and Mary's “ Too Much
OF Nothing,” and “ Down In The Flood *
sung by bluegrass stars Farl Scrugpes and
Lester Flatt on their “Changin® Times ”
album issued recently,

SECRET

LAast week n tape recording of the original
versions sung by Bob Dvylan at secret
ccording sessions held over six months

e, probably i Nashville arrived at the

Melody Maker offices. 1t was known that
ich a tape existed in Britain, The ques
L 10T MVBR W h[*; g='d

Farly las!l week a chance conversation pul
ihe Melody Maker on the trail of these
recordings and consequently they were ob
ained In return for being allowed to
near the tape, Melody Maker was sworn
O secrecy over therr source 4 bargan
vhich will be kept until we are told
CLNeraw |15

UNRELEASED

e Aell as the songs already mentioned.
the tape contained another five as yel
unreleased | inybody in Britain

Ihe backings Tor the songs are combina
hion of Dylan's acoustic guitar. electric

guitars. drums

and bass and among the

TONY WILSON EAVESDROPS
ON TEN FANTASTIC
PERFORMANCES NEVER
LIKELY TO BE HEARD

session musicians understood to be heard
on these remarkable recordings are Al
Kooper, Dylan’s regular session organist,
puitarists Bruce Langhorne, Mike Bloom-
field and Pete Drake, Charlie McCoy and,
Oon one track at least, country singer
Johnny Cash is heard singing with Bob
Dylan

The first song “ Million Dollar Bash” is
medium paced performed in Dylan’s dis-
tinctive half talking, half singing style
with a chorus that goes ' Ooh Baby/Ooh-
F.eeh Million Dollar Bash ™ (it doesn't
sound as bad as it reads).

WORD COLLAGE

word collage with
imaginative situation

A clever

Dvlan

the typical
sequence.

“Yeah! Heavy and a Bottle Of Bread ” is

really oblique and will need a lot more
listening to really get what it's all about.

" Please Mrs Henry"” is a country and
western tinged number with Dylan plead-
ing ' Please Mrs Henry I'm down on my

Melody Maker 1968 Pop Poll
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POP POLL time
again! Time to vote
in the most auoted
and most widely re-
spected Poll of them
all — the Melody
Maker Pop Poll.
Here's vyour 1968
chance to vote for
your favourites in

all spheres of popu-
lar music. Who are

the giants of today
and the new sfars
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get the votes they
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knees without a dime"” to a

guitar phrase.

There's a strong bluesy feel about ** Down
In The Flood,” a contrast to Flatt and
Scruggs’ more bluegrass-styled version
uﬂnd this gives way to Dylan and Johnny
Cash dueting on the rocking “Lo And
Behold ”. The two voices blend well on
this and could make a great single if
only from interest’s sake.

“Tiny Montgomery,” in which Tiny asks
to be remembered to all his friends,
grooves along nicely and leads into
“This Wheel's On. Fire.”

The arrangement is similar to the Auger-
Driscoll version although the pace is
slightly slower. " You Ain't Going No-
where,” another country flavoured song
iIs another almost-spoken track followed
by "1 Shall Be Released” with a fairly
high pitched harmony sung by Dylan and
possibly Al Kooper or Bruce Langhorne.

It's a soulful sounding composition and
closer to the pop idiom than most of the
other songs. “ This'll make it ”* says Dylan
at the beginning of the last recording,
“To Much Of Nothing "—and it does.

This slow paced song is one of the best
of the ten and again would make a good
single as Peter Paul and Mary have
proved.

On these recordings Bob Dylan's voice is
more like the pre-* John Wesley Harding
album recordings, rougher, less strained,
more relaxed. The old Dylan, in fact.

RELEASE ?

Having heard the tape, another question
arises. If these tapes are available to
CBS, are they going to release them?

The quality of the tape lent to Melody
Maker was not the best and sounds like
a tape of a tape of a tape, and
probably the studio recordings are
better. If this is the case and CBS
can get the originals, we say
release them.
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