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RADIO STATION INDEX

station

2-Ten FM

2CR FM

Active FM

Aire FM

Alpha 103.2
Amencan Forces
Arrow FM

Asian Network (BBC)
Asian Sound
Atlantic 252

B97

Bay (The

Beach (The)
Beacon

Bear (The)

Borders

Breeze AM

Bnistol & Somerset
BRMB

Broadland
Business Radio
Cambndge Café
Cambndgeshire
Capital F

Capital Gold 1152
Capital Gold 1242
Capital Gold 1323
Capital Gold 1548
Capital Gold1170
Cat

Central FM
Centre FM
Century 105
Century 106
Century Radio
Ceredigion

CFM

Champion*
Channel 103 FM
Channel Travel
Chelmer

Chiltern FM
Choice Birmingham
Choice London
City 96.7 FM

City Beat 96.7
Classic FM

Classic Gold 1260
Classic Gold 1278
Classic Gold 1332
Classic Gold 1359
Classic Goid 1431
Classic Gold 1557
Classic Gold 774
Classic Gold 792
Classic Gold 828
Classic Gold 936
Classic Gold 954
Classic Gold Amber
Classic Gold GEM
Classic Gold WABC
Cleveland

Clyde 1 FM

Clyde 2 AM
Connect FM

Cool FM

Cornwall

Country 1035
County Sound
Coventry and Warks
Crash FM

Croatian Radio
CTFM

Cumbna

Czech Radio

D.R. Radio 1

D.R. Radio 2
Delta Radio
Derby
Deutschtand Radio
Deutschlandfunk
Devon

Discovery FM*
Downtown
Dream

page

The index does not include -atellite, student or cable stations.

Dune FM
Eagle

Eleven Seventy
Essex (BBC)
Essex FM
Europe 1
Fame 1521
FLR*

Forth AM
Forth FM
Fosseway

Fox FM

France Inter
Galaxy 101
Galaxy 102
Galaxy 105
Galaxy*
Gemini AM
Gemini FM
Gloucestershire
GLR (BBC)
GMR Talk
Gold Beat 828
Gold Radio
Guernsey
GWR Bristol
GWR Swindon
Hallam FM
Heart 106.2
Heart Beat
Heart FM
Heartland FM
Hereford/Worcs
Hereward FM
Horizon FM103
Huddersfield FM
Humberside
Invicta FM
Island FM

Isle of Wight
Isles FM

Jazz FM 100.4
Jazz FM 102.2
Jerse!

KCB

Kent

Kestrel FM

Key 103

KF

Kingdom FM
Kiss 100 FM
Kix 96

KL.FM
Lancashire
Lantern

Leeds

Leicester
Leicester Sound
Liberty
Lincolnshire
Lincs FM

Lite AM
Lochbroom FM
London Greek
London Turkish
Magic 1152
Magic 1161
Magic 1170
Magic 1548
Magic 828

Ma dic AM

Ma n
Mans‘?llzld'
Manx Radio
Marcher Coast FM
Marcher Gold
Medway FM
Melody

Mercia FM
Mercury FM
Merseyside
Metro FM

MFM
Millenium Radio

Minster FM

Mix 96

Moray Firth Radio
NECR

Neptune Radio
Netherlands
Newis Radio
Newcastle
News Direct
Nord Rundfunk
Norfolk
Northampton
Northants 96
NorthSound One
NorthSound Two
NQOS Radio 1
NOS Radio 5
Nottingham
NRK - Prog 1
Qak*

Qasis FM

Oban FM
Ocean FM
Oldham FM*
Orchard FM
Oxygen

Peak

Piccadilly 1152
Pirate FM

Plymouth Sound AM
Plymouth Sound FM
Pohish Radio 1
Power FM

Premier

Quay West
R.Flanders

Radio 1 England
Radio 1 N Ireland
Radio 1 Scotland
Radio 1 Wales
Radio 10 Gold
Radio 2 England
Radio 2 N Ireland
Radio 2 Scotland
Radio 2 Wales
Radio 3 England.
Radio 3 N Ireland
Radio 3 Scotland
Radio 3 Wales
Radio 4 (LW/MW)
Radio 4 England
Radio 4 N Ireland
Radio 4 Scotland
Radio 4 Wales
Radio 5 Live
Radio Bleue

Radio Cymru
Radio Finland
Radio Free Europe
Radio Monte Carlo
Radio Nagional
Radio Nan Gaidheal
Radio Scotland (MW)
Radio Scotland FM
Radio Sweden
Radio Ulster

Radio Ulster (MW)
Radio Wales (FM)
Radio Wales (MW)
RAI Radio 1

RAIl Radio 2

Ram FM

Red Dragon FM
Red Rose 999
RNA FM

Rock FM

RTBF Radio 1

RTE 2FM

RTE Radio 1

RTL

Rutland*

Sabras Sound

Scot FM

SCR (BBC)

Severn Sound FM
GR

Si

SGR FM
Sheffield
Shropshire
SIBC

Signal FM

Signal One

Signal Two

Sitk FM

Slovak Radio
Solent

Solent for Dorset
South West Sound
Southern FM
Sovereign
Spectrum

Spire FM

Spirit FM

Star FM

Stoke

Stray FM

Suffoik

Sun FM

Sunrise

Sunrise FM
Sunshine 855
Surf 107
Swansea Sound
Talk Radio

Tay AM

Tar FM

Telford FM*

Ten 17

TFM

Thames FM
Thames Vailey FM
The Falcon

The Wave(Blackpool)
The Wave(Swansea)
Three Counties
TLR

Touch Radio
Tower FM*

Trans World Radio
Trax

Trent FM

Utvarp Foroya
Valleys Radio
Vatican Radio
Vibe FM

Viking FM

Virgin AM

Virgin Radio
Voice of America
Voice of Russia
VRT Radio 1

VRT Radio 2
Wave 105
Waves Radio Peterhead
Wessex FM

West Sound AM
West Sound FM
Wey Valle
Wiltshire Sound
Wire

Wish

WM (W Midlands)
wolf

World Service
Wyvern FM

Xfm

XL

York

Yorkshire Coast
Yorkshire Dales

* proposed station
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USING THE GUIDE

WELCOME to the 1999 edition of the Radio
Listener's Guide (RLG). The guide shows the fre-
quencies and locations of all the radio stations in
the UK.

There is information on BBC Radio, Independent
Radio, The World Service, Overseas stations (pri-
marily medium and long wave stations that can be
heard in the UK), Satellite stations, Internet sta-
tions, Pirate Radio and more - you will be sur-
prised by how many stations there are to listen to.

For BBC and Independent Radio stations, maps
show which stations you are likely to receive in
any particular area.

How to find a station’s frequency

The Guide has been organised so that the various
station types are listed separately. BBC Radios
1,2,3,4 or 5 Live are listed separately from nation-
al commercial stations such as Classic FM or
Virgin. BBC local stations are listed separately from
independent radio stations.

The medium wave frequencies for Radio 4, Radio
Scotland, Radio Wales and Radio Ulster which
broadcast on both medium wave and FM, are list-
ed separately from the station‘s FM frequencies.

As a general rule you should try the FM frequency
first, as FM usually provides better reception, and
gives stereo when available.

In the centre of the guide you will find ‘quick ref-
erence’ colour frequency maps for the main
national radio stations. So, for example, if you are
looking for Radio 4's frequency while visiting
Oxfordshire, look at the quick reference map for
Radio 4.

If the frequency shown doesn’t give you good
reception, you must first decide which broad cate-
gory your station fits. With the Radio 4 example,
you would need to look under the section marked
‘BBC FM Radio in England'. Look at the map for
this section to see which main or high power

transmitter is nearest to you; and tune-in to the
frequency listed for that transmitter. If this gives
poor reception, try the nearest relay station to
you, or, if there is one, another nearby main trans-
mitter.

We have also included an index of station names
inside the front cover - which can particularly help
if you are trying to track down the details for a
local radio station.

New for 1999

We are always looking for ways in which to
improve the Radio Listener's Guide - many of the
suggestions are yours. This year we have added a
list detailing the main ownership groups within
commercial radio, and a new section with infor-
mation on how to make timed recordings from
radio.

As the internet continues to grow, we've contin-
ued to give references to web sites where useful. |
appreciate that many people don’t have internet
access, but because of the sometimes unique
information available, we have included them
wherever we think they may be of help.

DAB, or Digital Radio as it is also known, gets
more space this year, as we have at last seen the
launch of a number of DAB radios. At the time of
writing five manufacturers had launched car
radios, and Arcam had launched a HiFi tuner.
Hopefully next year | will be able to report on the
launch of DAB portables!

Good listening!

Clive Woodyear, Editor

The winners of Roberts radios in last year’s free-
draw were : W Biggs, Horsham; A Brown,
Ceredigion; S Coles, Derby; C Roberts, Petersfield;
J Silvester, Crewe; P Dagnall, Solihuil; C Smith,
Manchester; J Arnold, Kingsbridge.
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- Cover Photograph

The British made Arcam Alpha 10, the world's
first DAB tuner. For details contact: Arcam,
Pembroke Avenue, Waterbeach, Cambs CBS 9PB
tel (01223) 863384




RADIO broadcasting in the UK, can be divided
into two main areas - BBC broadcasing and
Independent Radio.

BBC Radio

BBC broadcating consists of five national net-
works, Radios 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 Live.

The BBC also provide three regional networks,
Radio Scotland, Radio Wales, and Radio Ulster

In addition to this there are also 39 BBC local sta-
tions in England.

Since the middle of 1998, when the first DAB
(Digital Radio) radios were launched, it has been
possible in some areas to hear BBC national ser-
vices on DAB.

Although not targeted at the UK, the BBC World
Service can be heard at various times of the day,
on short wave and 648 kHz medium wave, and
between 0100-0530hrs on Radio 4 frequencies.

Independent (or commercial)
Radio
Controlled by the Radio Authority. Independent

radio comprises three national networks, Classic
FM, Virgin, and Talk Radio.

UK RADIO

There were also (at last count) 225 licensed local
independent stations - varying in size from so-
called regional stations, to local stations (covering
a single city or area), down to small-scale and low
power local licences (known as ‘Sallys’).

The Radio Authority also licence cable, satellite
and restricted services. The latter includes all
short-term, freely radiating services (for example
‘special event’ radio) and highly localised perma-
nent services such as hospital and student radio.
Restricted Service Licences (RSLs) also offer the
opportunity to provide radio coverage for a special
events such as Ascot, the Glastonbury festival or
football matches. They also give the opportunity
for potential local licence applicants to gain expe-
rience and to test the market before applying for
a full licence. Over 350 RSLs were issued in 1997
with most limited to broadcasting for 28 days.
Because of their short-term nature, RSLs are not
listed in the Radio Guide.

In October 1998, the Radio Authority awarded a
national digital licence to the Digital One consor-
tium, which is due to start broadcasting in
October 1999.

AM used to describe the medium, long and short
wave bands.

CRCA  Commercial Radio Companies Association

D Compact Disc

[<h) Luxembourg-based media company

DAB  Digital Audio Broadcasting or Digital Radio

DAT Digital Audio Tape

DX'er  a listener who likes tuning to distant stations.

EMRP effective mean (average) radiated power (of a
transmitter).

ERP effective radiated power (of a transmitter).

EKR European Klassic Rock (radio station)

FM used to describe the VHF wave band.

GMT  Greenwich Mean Time

GWR  The name of the group running a number of
local commercial radio stations and Classic FM

IR Independent Local Radio

kHz a unit to measure where a station is on the dial.

kw kilowatt(s) a measure of a transmitter's power.

Lco liquid crystal display

LED light emitting diode

w long wave

MHz  a unit to measure where a station is on the dial.

MOR  middle of the road (music style)

MwW medium wave - also called AM

ABBREVIATIONS

Opt out local service, broadcast at times of the day from
a larger station, or transmitter

polarization (h = horizontal, v = vertical,

m= mixed)

RA Radio Authority

POL

RAJAR Radio joint Audience Research
RDS Radio Data System
RLG Radio Listener’s Guide

RSL Restricted Service Licence

RTE Radio Telefis Eireann (rish state broadcaster).

RTL Radio Télé Luxembourg (Luxembourg state
broadcaster).

sally  Or Sallie, Acronym for Small-Scale Local
Licencies, issued by the Radio Authority

sw short wave

uTC coordinated universal time - also known as
Greenwich Mean Time (GMT).

VCR video cassette recorder

VHF Very High Frequency - another term used to
describe the FM band

Vv Voice of the Listener and Viewer

VOA  Voice of America

WRN  World Radio Network

WRTH  The World Radio and TV Handbook
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EDITORIAL
Children’s Radio

LAST YEAR | wrote about Children 2000's applica-
tion to run a children’s radio station on 225kHz. Sadly
efforts came to nothing, when in December 97 the
Radio Authority withdrew this frequency. Around this
time, Chris Smith, The Secretary of State for Cuiture
Media and Sport, indicated that there would be
space on Digital Radio for children’s channels. It now
appears that this will not be the case, due to the
scarcity of space on DAB.

I have young children, and simply don't accept the
arguments that childrens speech radio won't work.
My children seem fairly representative of the breed,
and certainly enjoy taped music, stories and poetry.
On long car journeys, such entertainment is essential
for the sanity of all concerned.

The sad reality is, that since Radio 4 finally killed-off
children’s radio in April 1998 there has been next-to-
nothing on radio specifically for children.

The commercial sector has shown some interest in
exploiting this niche. Capital Radio made an unsuc-
cessful bid to run, ‘Fun Radio’, a pop based station
aimed at 4-14 year olds. The commercial sector is
however not really the one to be running children’s

radio. Young children are not sufficiently experienced
to distinguish between ‘editorial’ and advertising, are
impressionable, and not able to make good judge-
ments about value for money. In Sweden | believe
much advertising to children is banned.

Children 2000, the umbrella group fronted by Susan
Stranks, seems to be heading in the right direction
with their plans to use National Lottery and
Millennium funding to promote children’s radio in the
year 2000. Their contact details are on page 125 of
the guide. | can see why Children 2000 have taken
this route, but surely it is also time for the BBC to
wake up to their public service responsibilities in this
area.

Change should not be left to the BBC - the
Government needs to address how it can best man-
age the limited number of frequencies on the air-
waves and make the most of opportunities offered by
new technologies such as DAB, to give listeners the
widest range of quality programmes.

Ownership Battles - the takeover of Xfm

| DOUBT that Capital Radio anticipated the fury of
Xfm listeners prior to its takeover of the station in
July 1998. Capital’s purchase of Xfm for £15.9 mil-
lion, highlighted many of the problems associated
with the current licensing system. In recent years the
award of a licence has all too often been followed by
a sell-out to an established radio operator.

Established radio companies don't like the system, as
they end up paying over-the-odds for the licence.
Listeners, especially those who campaigned for, or lis-
tened to the new station, feel they have been sold-
out; and watch with dismay as the new licence-hold-
er usually changes and brands the station with its
existing identity. The only winners are those awarded
the original licence who walk away with a tidy profit.

Economies of scale within the group - in terms of
administration, programme production and particu-
larly advertising sales, make radio groups an attractive
proposition for the companies running them.
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The Radio Authority currently limits size of groups by
limiting companies to owning no more than 15% of
listening in the commercial sector. Even so GWR, the
UK's largest commercial radio group, now controls
Classic FM and at last-count 30 local stations. Capital
Radio plc controls its London licences and 9 others,
and Emap Radio owns 20 local stations.

Radio groups, have been the source of much criticism
by listeners over the years. Key concerns are the loss
of local identity and programming, too much syndica-
tion of programs within the group - resulting in limit-
ed choice on the airwaves. It is easy to tune from one
local station to another, only to find the same pro-
gramme being broadcast.

Like them or loathe them, radio groups are here to
stay. If anything, they will get larger still, as the
Government and the Radio Authority respond to
pressure from the radio industry to raise the ceiling
on ownership.




DAB - Digital Radio

MY ENTHUSIASM for DAB (Digital Radio) has cooled
during the last 12 months. There are a number of
reasons why - the slow introduction of DAB radios
has certainly played a part. | would also question
whether DAB will really give a greater choice and
variety of quality stations. Are most radio listeners
really concerned about the current quality of FM
reception? Do they want DAB's text handling and
graphics capabilities? | would also question the way
in which DAB is being implemented.

At long last | have seen, heard and touched a DAB
radio. This was courtesy of Grundig at the Live ‘98
show at Earls Court in September. It was one of five
DAB car radios on-show, as well as one HiFi unit from
Arcam. There's no sign yet of DAB portables.

In terms of stations, DAB needs to offer something
new, something not available currently on the radio.
As far as | can see most DAB radio stations are going
to be either existing stations exercising their right to a
place on a DAB multiplex - or offer little that's new.
Radio 5 Live's ‘Sports Plus’, and Digital One's
Sports/Dance/News/Soft AC mix, are all formats that
are already well covered.

Elsewhere, | have talked about how the proposals for
DAB children’s stations have been dropped. DAB
needs just such stations; as well as stations for groups
and music types, abandoned, or not catered for
under the current system.

For its quick uptake, new content is far more impor-
tant than sound quality. Just look at the past success-

EDITORIAL

es of Virgin Radio and Atlantic 252, both on AM -
where sound quality is far from perfect.

FM currently offers most listeners excellent sound
quality, so much so that in normal listening conditions
they would be hard-pressed to tell the difference
between FM and DAB reception. What is more, in
areas such as Scotland, Wales and the West Country,
where FM reception is poor, or non-existent and just
where DAB could make a real difference - there are
no DAB transmitters initially planned!

Looking at DAB' text and data capabilities - | fear
that many listeners will consider this an irrelevance to
the way they use radio; and will not want, or be able
to use them anyway. In-car, where it is hoped that
DAB will gain much early penetration, there are obvi-
ous limits to what can be safely viewed by a driver.

Over and above the ability to hear new stations, the
key feature that would encourage me to purchase a
DAB set, is an ability to record and store programmes.
Although this features in the BBC's DAB radio design
specification, it has yet to appear on any DAB sets
launched to date.

In terms of DAB implementation, my concerns range
from the way in which DAB has been launched (with-
out radios available at the time of launch), to how
DAB will complement, or even replace existing ana-
logue services.

Renaming DAB, ‘digital radio’, - has also been a mis-
take. Many people do not understand the difference
between a digital radio and a DAB radio, and even
believe that current digital radios will be able to
receive DAB signals.

Radio Authority change the rules

REACTING to a long-term grumble about the
Authority’s refusal to give the reasons why it has
awarded a licence, the authority’s chief executive,
Tony Stoller, outlined a policy shift at the Radio
Festival in Birmingham in July 1998. From Autumn
1998 the authority plans to publish the reasons for
licence awards as soon as possible after decisions are
taken. This is to be welcomed, as the reasons behind
the Authoritys awards have certainly caused contro-
versy in the past. In particular Virgin's award of a
London FM licence when it already held an AM
licence caused an outcry in 1995.

Stoller went on to announce that the Authority is
examining a change in the current system in which

licence awards are based on a detailed 'Promise of
Performance’. Instead of the mass of detail held with-
in the current Promise, stations would work within a
more loosely defined ‘Format’. This is something that
will certainly be welcomed by radio stations, who will
have more flexibility in what they broadcast - and will
certainly be easier for the authority to enforce.
Whether this operates in listeners’ interests, remains
to be seen.

In October 1998 the RA gave the UK’s only national
commercial digital (DAB) multiplex to the Digital One
consortium. This must have been made easier as
Digital One was the only bidder!

(For more information about Digital One see page 15.)
radio listener's guide 5




NEWS

Radio 1

Early 1998 saw Matthew
Bannister step down as con-
troller of Radio 1 - handing over
to Andy Parfit his deputy.
Bannister moves to take on the
post of chief executive, BBC
Production, one of the most
powerful jobs in the BBC.

The year has seen changes to
the Radio 1 presenter line-up.
After a year together on the all
important breakfast show, and
with ratings continuing to fall,
Zoé Ball and Kevin Greening
parted company. Zoé Ball now
fronts the key breakfast show,
while Kevin Greening departs to
his own show on Sunday morn-
ings from 0630-1000. The
change was reputedly made to
prevent Chris Evans poaching
her for Virgin Radio!

In October 1998, Chris Moyles
took over drivetime, 1600-1745,
another key daytime show.
Meanwhile Radio 1 playlists are
said to be likely to change, in
order to try to lure more women
to listen to the station.

Rajar results in September 1998
show improved results from the
same time last year. Results are
not published for individual
shows, but are believed to indi-
cate that much of the increase is
for Mark Radcliffe and Marc
‘Lard’ Riley's excellent mid after-
noon show.

Radio 2

In July, following 23 years pre-
senting his own show, John
Dunn resigned - presenting his
last drivetime show in early
October. Johnnie Walker takes
over the slot Mon-Thursday with
Desmond Lynham on Fridays.

Katrina Leskanich, of pop group
Katrina and the Waves, joins the
station to host a new night-time
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show Sunday to Thursday nights
from midnight-0300. Former
Radio 1 presenter Lyn Parsons
fills this slot on Fridays and
Saturdays.

The station continues to pick-up
listeners abandoned by Radio 1
more cutting-edge pop. Rajars
show a continued rise in the sta-
tion’s listening share.

Radio 3

In July 1998, two years before
the end of his contract, Richard
Kenyon stepped down as con-
troller of Radio 3, amidst claims
of unrest over tne station and
policies within the Corporation.
Since 1992, when he took over
as controller, Kenyon had been
unable to boost listening figures
for the station, while Classic FM
with its popularist approach had
seen listeners rise to five million.

John Lawrence © BBC

Roger Wright

In late-September 1998, the
selection of Radio 3's new con-
troller, Roger Wright, was over-
shadowed by an undignified
row between the BBC and
Classic FM over whether Roger
Lewis (who had around this time
decided to accept a post at
Classic FM) had also been
offered the job at Radio 3.

It appears that Radio 3 tradition-
alists need not worry that the
network is to be taken down-
market. Asked about what
Radio 3 stands for Wright

replied, "It's about maintaining
quality and preserving the public
service role. It's about being a
cultural patron, about broad-
casting live and specially record-
ed music.”

September Rajars showed very
good listening figures, 18 per
cent up over the same period
last year.

Radio 4

Following James Boyle’s,
changes to Radio 4's schedule in
April 1998, indications were ini-
tially, that although more people
listened, they listened for less
time each week. By September
1998's Rajars, this had changed,
with results showing that both
numbers of listeners, and aver-
age length of listening were
down. (See page 13 for more
information on Rajars.)

Changes included moving
Farming Today to start the flag-
ship Today programme at 0600
rather than 0630, cutting the
length of the World at One to
only 30 minutes and shifting the
Archers to 1400. The slot from
the end of the World at One at
1330-1400 initially filled with
quizzes and game shows proved
particularly unsuccessful and is
one which is likely be changed.

In October 1998, Jeremy
Paxman took over Start the
Week from Melvyn Bragg.
Following a successful 10 years
in the hot-seat Bragg moves to a
new series In Our Time, on
Radio 4 on Thursdays at 0900.
Today presenter, John Humphrys
has announced that he will be
leaving the programme when
his current contract expires in
1999.

One of the problems for Radio 4
has been the success of Radio 5
Live. If it wants to attract new,




younger listeners, it will need to
compete with the increasingly
confident and up-beat 5 Live.

Boyle, the controller of Radio 4,
has pledged to resign if his new-
look schedule is not a success by
Spring 1999. If he is to keep his
current job, he needs to weed
out some of the less successful
offerings, and raise the overall
standard of all programmes to
match that of the best Radio 4
has to offer.

Radio 5 Live

In September 1998, 5 Live intro-
duced major changes to its
breakfast and drivetime shows.
Julian Worricker and Victoria
Derbyshire now present the
breakfast show. Peter Allen
teams up once again with Jane
Garvey, to present the drivetime
programme 1600-1900.

Radio 5 Live controller, Roger
Mosey, plans a series of changes
in Spring 1999, "to keep a
sense of freshness”, and
“stretch the network's editorial
aspirations”. Changes include
the launch of a sports magazine
show for children, and the drop-
ping of the gay series, Out This
Day. The changed schedule will
also feature an hour-long inter-
national news programme on
Saturday and Sunday evenings
to replace Dallyn UK and Dallyn
Worldwide, and a new current
affairs show to replace Hayes on
Sunday.

In September 1998, 5 Live
replaced the World Service on
BBC local radio. It can now be
heard on Local BBC Stations
from either midnight or 0100-
0500 on weekdays. Mosey said
5 Live “would be able to provide
a better service to local stations
when there’s a breaking news
story in the early hours”.

In October it was announced that
Cybil Ruscoe is to leave 5 Live
after 5 years at the station. Her
contract ends in March 1999,

Arrivals at the station during
1998, include Andrew Neil, who
hosts a Sunday morning break-
fast show and Edwina Currie
who hosts a late show at 10pm
on Saturday and Sundays.

Classic FM

The station continues to perform
well, with a reversal of the fall
seen in last September’s Rajars.

The station took umbridge early
in 1998, with a BBC campaign
to promote Radio 3. Classic FM
claimed it was unfair, in particu-
lar in the way that it used televi-
sion adverts to promote radio.
Even so, Classic FM can still
boast more than twice as many
listeners as Radio 3.

Virgin Radio

Following the initial shake-ups
after Chris Evans' Ginger Group
takeover of Virgin Radio in
December 1997, more presenter
changes followed in August and
September 1998. Drivetime D)
Robin Banks departed, as did
Ray Cokes who had done just
three months on the evening
show. In September, overnight
DJ Peter Poulton departed, with
his replacement Craig Wallace
leaving less than a week after he
had started!

The station has allegedly been
involved in unsuccessful
attempts to tempt Zoé Ball, and
Chris Moyles from BBC Radio 1

Figures showed good gains post
takeover, and Chris Evans’ move
to host the breakfast show - but
although still higher than the
same time last year, the station
lost 234,000 listeners in the last
set of Rajar figures.

—d
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Talk Radio

In November 1998 a consortium
led by former Sun editor Kelvin
MacKenzie took control of Talk
Radio. The deal, said to value
the station at £24 million was
backed by Rupert Murdoch's
News International group. An
offer from a management buy-
out team led by ex-managing
director, Paul Robinson, was
rejected by Talk's owners, the
CLT media group.

MacKenzie, infamous for his
relaunch of Live TV, with publici-
ty stunts, including Norwegian
weather girls and topless darts,
is @ newcomer to radio. One of
the first moves of the new own-
ers was to sack Paul Robinson
and other top managers.

The future of Channel 5 presen-
ter, Kirsty Young, signed by Talk
Radio earlier in the year to pre-
sent the breakfast show is
unclear - but she, and a number
of other presenters will almost
certainly be leaving the station.

Atlantic 252

Atlantic 252's owners, the media
group CLT, who recently sold
Talk Radio, have yet to find a
buyer for its 80% stake in
Atlantic 252.

Meanwhile in @ move seen as an
attempt to make 252 more
attractive to potential buyers,
the station seems set to reposi-
tion itself to target the 18-24
market. This will bring it into
direct competition with Radio 1,
Kiss and Galaxy. Atlantic 252
has seen listening figures fall
since the heady days of 1994,
when it boasted a 4.3% share
of listening. Poor figures in
September 1998 show a share
of only 1.5 per cent, a fall of 40
percent in the station’s listening
share during the year.
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The World Service

The World Service is being
rebranded to give it a more
modern flavour. The battle with
television has seen its audience
drop by about 2 million from
1996-1997 and audience
research apparently suggests
that overseas listeners want a
service that is less ‘stuffy’.

The changes which have already
started, come at a time when
the World Service is just settling
down following the merging of
its news services with the rest of
the BBC. Changes seem in line
with Government and Foreign
Office moves to promote a mod-
ern identity abroad.

In September 1998, in a surprise
and sudden move, Sam
Younger, the head of the World
Service resigned to pursue
“other interests”. Mr Younger is
replaced by Mark Byford, who
moves from his position as the
BBC's director of regional broad-
casting.

BBC Local Radio

With over 200 competitors and
more to come, BBC Local Radio
faces a major challenge if it is to
hold on to its listeners. The pub-
lishing in December 1997 of
‘BBC Local Radio - 2000°, a BBC
review of local radio, shows that
the BBC aren't taking this lightly.

Over the next year we will cer-
tainly see the continued market-

-ing of BBC local radio. You may
have already have seen the pro-
motion of BBC local radio on
BBC television. The aim seems
to be to develop a recognisable,
and more standardised identity
for the local network.

It seems to be working; Rajar
figures show the share of listen-
ing up by nine percent, com-
pared to the same time last year.
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ILR stations due soon

A number of new ILR local sta-
tions have just launched, or
were licensed but not yet on-air
when we published the RLG.
Champion, Caernarfon, due
early Dec 1998

Discovery FM due 1999

The Falcon, Stroud, due 29
November 1998.

FLR (First Love Radio) based in
Lewisham, due January 1999.
Fosseway Radio Leics, came
on-air 1 November 1998.
Galaxy - awarded the North
East regional licerce, Chrysalis
plan to launch another Galaxy
station by Summer 1999.
Mansfield, due February 1999.
Oak FM Loughborough, due
on-air 31 January 1999
Oldham FM due on-air 1999
RNA FM a hospital and commu-
nity station for the Arbroath
area, on-air 25 November 1998.
Rutland Radio due on-air 13
December 1998.

Telford FM due May 1999.
Tower FM, due March 1999.
Trax due 22 November 1998.
Wire came on-air 1 September
1998.

ILR frequency changes

During 1998 a number of ILR
stations have moved onto FM.

Isle of Wight Radio switched
from AM to FM on 28 March
1998.

Cheltenham Radio was
relaunched on 7 September
1998 as 107.5 Cat FM.

KCBC switched from 1584 MW
to 107.4 FM in April 1998.
Mellow 1557 moved on to
100.0 FM at 2kW, and
relaunched as Dream on 19
November 1998.

Liberty gained an extra medium
wave frequency - 972kHz.

News from the Radio
Manufacturers

The key news this year has been
the launch of DAB radios.

Five manufacturers; Grundig,
Pioneer, Kenwood, Clarion and
Blaupunkt have launched car
radios. Arcam and Cymbol have
launched DAB tuners for home
HiFi systems.

On the analogue front, with the
exception of Roberts, there have
been very few new personal,
portable or world band radios
launched.

AIWA have launched a number
of new personal radios. We have
unfortunately not been able to
get samples for review.

Baygen launched a see-through
plastic version of the Baygen
Freeplay, which is now also solar
powered.

Grundig are considering the
relaunch of up to five portable
radios in the UK during 1999.

Panasonic for reasons best
known to themselves, dropped
their highly-rated RF-B11 com-
pact portable.

Roberts have launched a series
of new radios. These include &
number of small personal radios,
including one with long wave -
good for cricket fans. They have
also launched a RDS portable,
the R979, which will compete
with the Sony M50RDS. Also
launched is the R881, at £80, an
attractively priced radio with
direct keypad frequency input.

Sony replaced the SRF-S80, with
another cigarette lighter-sized
personal radio, the SRF-S83.
Sony are also working on a DAB
car radio, but it had not been
launched at the time of writing.




TECHNOLOGY

DAB

DAB (Digital Radio) features
highly in the RLG this year.
However it is not the only new
technology under development.
WorldSpace and CD radio offer
an alternative method of deliv-
ering digital signals to the radio
receiver - direct from the satel-
lite. Whether this will work as
robustly and offer as little inter-
ference as the European-based
terrestrial DAB system, remains
to be seen.

WorldSpace

Based in the USA, and founded
in 1990, WorldSpace plans to
broadcast digital signals direct
from its satellites to portable
radio receivers. It aims to do for
radio, what Astra and others
have done for television.

Three satellites are planned, pro-
viding coverage for the Middle
East, Africa, the Mediterranean
Basin, Asia, the Caribbean and
Latin America. There are no
plans to cover North America or
Europe.

In theory listeners could be able
to recetve over 180 channels
from a satellite

Satellite launch dates have been
advertised for March and
October 1999, with the service
funded by state broadcasters
and by advertising.

Hitachi, Panasonic, JVC and
Sanyo are developing and pro-
ducing digital receivers that are
expected to cost about £100.
They will also have a capability
to pick-up short wave, medium
wave and FM broadcasts. In a
further development in 1998,
WorldSpace purchased a 10%
share in Baygen Power
Industries - manufacturers of the

revolutionary Baygen wind-up
radio - making for an interesting
combination of technologies!

WorldSpace radios
Info: www.worldspace.com

CD Radio

An American company CD
Radio Inc. is developing a digital
satellite radio system for the
USA. The system aims to provide
a satellite to car service, with up
to 100 digital channels available
to subscribers. The company
intends to broadcast 50 chan-
nels of commercial-free music
and 50 channels of news, sports
and talk.

Satellite launch is planned for
late 1999.

Satellite reception is based
round a small cassette-sized
‘card’ that listeners insert into
their existing car radio or CD.
When tuned to a satellite station
a display fixed to the front of
the card would show channel,
format, title and artist informa-
tion. This would work in much
the same way as an RDS radio
shows information now.

CD Radio

A battery powered satellite dish
about two inches in diameter,
attached to a car’s rear window,

NEWS

would relay CD Radio to the
radio card wirelessly.

The service is planned to be
funded by subscription, with a
monthly charge of $9.95.

Info - www.cdradio.com

Digital Radio
Mondiale (DRM)

Just when you thought that
short wave was dead, a consor-
tium of broadcasters, manufac-
turers, researchers and acadmics
seems set to inject a new lease
of life. They plan to develop dig-
ital broadcasting on AM - short,
medium and long wave. The
consortium has developed from
informal meetings held in late
1996, and now involves parties
such as Bosch, the BBC, Merlin
Communications, Sangean,
Sony and others.

There are many advantages to
the system. Digital AM would
cut out the poor reception often
associated with this band, and
also enable the transmission of
RDS, or even DAB style text and
data. All this, plus the benefits
of being able to serve relatively
large areas with a limited num-
ber of transmitters. Existing
expensive transmitters could also
be modified to provide digital
signals at relatively low cost.

Info - www.rnw.nl/DRM/
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Auntie's secret civil war

BBC TV types loathe BBC radio types.
Why not set free the senior service?

THE QUARTERLY Rajar radio audience figures will
come out this week, in an atmosphere redolent of
a particularly tense edition of The Archers. Cue
announcer: “It's Thursday morning and at
Brookfield, Phil and David are fearing the worst.”
Tum-ti-tum-ti-tum-ti-tum. Cut to a cowshed
acoustic and a weary voice saying “Doh! The fig-
ures are down! Not again!” For Brookfield read
Broadcasting House, where Radio 4 heads will be
shaken over certain cows in the programme herd
which are not yielding enough listeners.

If the stockmen were left to work out which to
cull and which to give extra fodder-beet, the farm
might pull through. However, this is showbiz and
publicly funded showbiz, too, so there will be no
mercy. By the weekend expect a strident outcry,
orchestrated by fun-loving newspapers, for the
resignation of the Controller of Radio 4, James
Boyle. The first stirrings came yesterday, when the
Daily Mail spoke of “dumbing down” (as if that
ever shrank an audience). They wheeled out the
National Viewers and Listeners Association to
demand that the “old schedule” be brought back
and “razzmatazz"” removed. But they are shooting
at the wrong target.

Because | also happen to exist in the parallel uni-
verse behind the Radio 4 microphones, let me
make one thing clear: this is not a Boyle defence. |
am a heretic anyway, believing that some things
should be judged otherwise than by raw numbers;
and frankly, in the long term there are worse
things to worry about than the fate of one con-
troller. Nobody in the BBC knows | am writing this,
and some may object to it and make my life rather
difficult, as of this morning. Hey-ho. But before
the Rajar hurricane strikes, there are one or two
things it seems necessary to spell out.

The problem is this: TV people have always
despised radio, and now they have power over it.
Those at the top of the BBC think of themselves as
running a television service, and radio is a distrac-
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tion. They have no feeling for it. This is the heart
of the problem, and those who want Britain to
keep its unique service of crafted speech radio
should not be distracted by the Rajar-Boyle-dumb-
down business. Parts of the new schedule work
fine and the awful parts are sneakily being read-
justed. The odds are that the station will reach an
accommodation with its listeners.

Or it would, if it were not for the bigger problems
of resources, respect and autonomy. It seems
Utopian now, but there was a time not long ago
when BBC radio networks each had a controller
who really controlled them, ruling departments
dedicated to radio and held together by inherited
standards of craftsmanship and rigour. To be a
radio producer, reporter or technician was a sepa-
rate and honourable skill, not second best to
working in TV.

There were flaws and deadwood, but those who
knew how to make good radio were allowed to
get on with it. Despite some dull and stuffy patch-
es, there flowed from Radio 4 a stream of inven-
tiveness, humour and intelligence which enriched
national life, and - because of its cheapness and
freedom to experiment - fed the television service
ideas. From Hancock to Steve Coogan, from Any
Questions to news quizzes, radio formats have
been snapped up by TV. It is still common to see
some press fanfare about a TV documentary
“scoop” on a scientific or artistic subject, and to
remember hearing all about it on Radio 4 six
months before. Derek Cooper was first with the
news of BSE; From Our Own Correspondent often
sounds the first warnings of impending world
crises.

Despite this (perhaps because of it), television
executives tend to belittie Radio 4. This would not
matter, except that a side-effect of BBC reorgani-
sation, with everything running in horizontal
rather than vertical slices, has been to put radio
into their power. The last radio-only production

© Nick Davies



department was absorbed this year into a larger
empire dominated by television, and therefore by
the voracious financial demands of digital expan-
sion and 24-hour news. Radio’s exiguous budgets
get squeezed further and, in a comparatively sim-
ple medium, every cut immediately affects output.

Corporation-wide management policies sit ill with
the creative processes of radio. "Bi-media” report-
ing means that the radio news is studded with bits
of soundtrack from TV features, diluting the craft
of using speech and sound alone. Intellectual stan-
dards are hit by changes such as the new internal
market, which makes the cuttings service and the
libraries no longer common resources of
intellectual wealth but extras which are expensive
for producers to use.

The compulsion to use “independent producers” -
often, absurdly, former BBC staff on early retire-
ment deals - compounds the daily obstacle course.
Al these things are matters of public record, often
written of; but the connection should be made
between the way they hit radio harder than televi-
sion and the endemic culture (it is not organised
enough to be called a conspiracy) of television's
contempt for radio.

Making this connection should now be easier
because of what happened last week. We were
provided with glaring, incontrovertible evidence of
BBC TV's contempt for BBC Radio 4, and of how
blithely unconcerned senior management is about
justice between its Goliath and David. Radio
Heads, on BBC2 peak time, was billed as a portrait
of the Radio 4 audience. It deliberately portrayed
the network as an eccentric’s paradise, listened to
exclusively by old ladies with mad hair; comedy
anoraks in minibuses; dysfunctional, redundant FE
lecturers; a strange man with an Alvar Liddell
obsession whose father rejected him in infancy;
and an Ab-Fab caricature PR guru who listens
because he likes getting his clients on Today.

It was a shameful, slanted programme, a real
BBC2 raspberry of ignorant, sniggering contempt
and wilfully malicious misunderstanding. Its mak-
ers had apparently only heard of four programmes
(Today, The Archers and Desert Island Discs
because they are very old, and Start the Week
because it is always in the posh newspapers). It
ignored the painstaking documentaries, the liter-
ate readings, the innovative drama and comedy,
the investigative brilliance of programmes such as
File on Four and the immeasurable debt that tele-

vision owes to the senior service. It had so little
sense of history that it recorded a middle-aged
painter’s obsession with the shipping forecast
without even realising that the said forecast was
broadcast on Radio 2 during the childhood he was
talking about, not Radio 4 at all. The programme’s
moral was “look at the sad weirdos who listen to
Radio 4”. Coming from a medium which depends
for its existence on people sitting on sofas all look-
ing the same way, that is a bit rich. At least radio
listeners are driving, or ironing, or painting, or
making things.

It is worth stressing this incident because it marks
the first public declaration of a long unrecognised
war. Mr Boyle, according to The Observer, has
gone on the record with his rage at having the
Radio 4 audience "traduced”. He is complaining
to the head of BBC Arts and the Controller of
BBC2. Good for him. It will probably get him into
trouble, and the DG may even decide to save him
the trouble of resigning over the Rajar figures; but
someone has to take a stand against these creeps.

The really annoying thing is that the louder listen-
ers’ groups moan about schedule changes, the
more they play into the hands of those who would
love to see Radio 4 atrophy and redeploy its bud-
get to pay a couple of Zoé Balls and build a mil-
lion-pound set for some great, plodding lemon of
a period drama.

What desperate remedy might work? Perhaps a
large but simple one. BBC Radio networks (or at
least Radio 4) could be removed from the present
structure, ring-fenced, allocated their modest bud-
get and given the freedom to run themselves.
Maybe we need an Arts Council of the airwaves,
to take the licence fee and divide it irrevocably
between the different media so that television val-
ues cannot wreck radio. Without some drastic
action, there will not be a recognisable Radio 4 in
ten years, let alone twenty.

(First published in the Times on October 20, 1998
Reprinted with kind permission. © Libby Purves)
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RAJAR

RADIO Joint Audience Research Ltd, (Rajar)
released their quarterly summary of radio listening
figures for the third quarter of 1998 on 22
October 1998. These covered the period 29 June -
20 Sep 1998, The figures are opposite, with previ-
ous years alongside for comparison.

Rajar listening figures have become more frequent-
ly quoted during the last year or so. In particular
we have seen Rajars and leaked listening figures
increasingly being used in the media. Beware how-
ever of the way the figures are interpreted publicly,
as like most statistics they can be used to prove
just about anything you want!

What is Rajar?

Set up in 1992, Rajar (Radio Joint Audience
Research Ltd) operates an audience measurement
system for the radio industry.

The company is jointly owned by the BBC and the
Commercial Radio Companies Association (CRCA).
Board decisions require the agreement of both par-
ties but also recognise the interests of the advertis-
ing community, represented on Rajar's board by
the Institute of Practitioners in Advertising (IPA),

Who does the research?

Research is currently contracted to Research
Services Ltd (IPSOS-RSL), who in July 1998 were re-
awarded a new four-year, £11 million contract.

How is listening measured?

Listening information is collected by the annual
distribution of more than 170,000 listening diaries.
These are placed among a representative sample of
the population, with individuals completing the
diaries for a week, and recording whenever they
listen to a station for more than five minutes.

How are the results published?

Rajar publish the results quarterly, publishing the
figures under the following headings:

The weekly reach of a station in numbers of listen-
ers, and percentage within its defined coverage area.
The average hours a station is listened to, per head
of the pop and per listener.

The total number of hours it has been listened to.
The share of listening - within its coverage area.

The importance of the figures?

Within commercial radio, advertising revenue is
dependent on good listening figures.

QUARTERLY Spiypy
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Even within the BBC, who often claim not to be
competing for listeners, figures are one of the few
objective means of measuring a station’s success,
and are used to monitor the effectiveness of any
network changes.

Rajar plans to update the system
Despite a failed previous attempt at changing the
way it collects listening data, Rajar is to introduce
changes next year. From early 1999 Rajar plans to
change the format of its ‘listener diaries’, to cope
with the growing number of commercial radio sta-
tions and the introduction of new DAB services.
Another key change will be the monitoring of only
one adult per household. The existing system
allows for the head of a selected household to
ensure that all members complete their diaries.
This has believed to have led to inaccurate report-
ing in diaries.

Rajar also aims to damp-down some of the fluctu-
ations between quarters by providing rolling data
over three, six or 12 months, with the data for all
stations included in each quarter’s report. Currently
only national and London-based station audiences
are measured quarterly, while regional stations
have to make do with being measured only twice a
year.

Watch out for increases in listening figures next
year, as experts have predicted an up-to six per-
cent increase in listening figures across the board,
as the new sampling and reporting methods are
introduced.
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RAJAR - RESULTS AND ANALYSIS

Figures for quarter 03/98 (Sep 98) are in the table below, with previous year’s figures for comparison

Source RAJAR/IPSOS-RSL % change
Sep-93  Sep-94  Sep-9S Sep-96 Sep-97 Sep-98 Sep97-Sep98
Weekly reach (%)* 88% 85% 86% 85% 83% 84% 1.20
Total Hours (millions)** 871 847 841 821 813 846 4.06
Average hrs spent listening 212 211 20.7 204 20.5 21.0 244
(per listener, per week)
stations ranked by Sep 1998 share share of listeningt
Commercial Radio’s share 411 49 50.1 48.8 50 49.9 -0.20
BBC’s share of listening 56.1 48.6 478 489 47.5 47.8 0.63
BBC Radio 2 12.7 12.9 11.8 12.3 13 13.6 4.62
BBC Radio 1 19.6 11.8 11.8 12.5 10.1 10.5 3.96
BBC Radio 4 10 10.5 10.3 10.5 11.2 9.2 -17.86
BBC Radio S Live 2 24 3 3.2 34 3.6 5.88
Classic FM 24 2.8 2.9 3.3 3 34 13.33
Virgin 1215 (AM only) 2.1 3.6 3.3 2.5 22 2.7 22.73
Talk Radio - - 1.7 1.8 2 1.7 -15.00
Atlantic 252 3 43 3.5 29 2.5 1.5 -40.00
BBC Radio 3 1.4 1.1 1.1 1.4 1.1 1.3 18.18
Local Commercial 336 38.2 38.7 38.3 40.4 40.5 0.25
BBC Local/Regional 104 9.9 9.7 8.9 8.8 9.6 9.09

* The percentage of the UK/Area adult population who listen to a station for at least 5 minutes during an average week.
** The total hours spent listening to all radio in an average week
t The percentage of total listening accounted for by a station in the UK or within its defined area

GOOD results for all BBC national networks,
except for Radio 4. Radios 1, 2 and 5 Live showed
modest increases in share during the 12 months to
the latest Rajars. Radio 3 showed good growth
over the year, with an additional 77,000 listeners.

A good year also for the BBC Local network, with
an increase in listening share, as listeners stay
tuned for longer.

Virgin and Classic FM did well, but no growth for
Talk Radio. The slump continues in Atlantic 252
listening figures. The Ireland-based long wave sta-
tion lost 663,000 listeners during the 12 months
from last September.

Radio 4

The latest Rajars gave little comfort to James
Boyle, controller of Radio 4. The station lost
572,000 listeners since the previous quarter’s
results. This makes a total of 636,000 listeners lost
during the 12 months from Rajar 03/97 results.
Listeners are also listening on average for less time
- down from 10.9 to 10.1 hours per week. Boyle
attributed the fall to the flat political climate and

the World Cup. He said that last year's figures
were unusually high because of the death of
Diana, Princess of Wales.

Radio 1

Fairly good results since the last quarter and an
increase of 240,000 listeners over the year. It is still
too early to see the affects of changes to breakfast
and drivetime shows.

Virgin

Taken over about this time last year by Chris
Evans’ Ginger Group, the honeymoon seems over.
Although figures are up over the year, AM figures

show listeners have fallen 259,000 from the peak
in the first quarter following the takeover.

Talk Radio

Talk Radio found an extra 242,000 listeners during
the year, but listening share was down as listeners
cut their average listening from seven and a half,
to six hours per week. Football coverage during
the World Cup boosted Talk’s listening during the
summer, but the increase was not sustained.
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News from the Radio Authority

Tracy Mullins explains the Radio Authority’s plans.

Plans for new licences

The Radio Authority’s working list of areas for new
analogue licences, which was updated in April
1998 will, on the whole, continue to utilise the FM
frequencies between 105-108 MHz. The Authority
has been advertising around two licences a month
throughout 1998. In 1999, however, in order to
make room for other licensing opportunities such
as digital and the re-advertisement of existing ana-
logue licences, the Authority will only advertise
one new analogue licence a month.

Areas for new analogue local
licences

In April 1998 the Authority added the following
locations, all of which are relatively small-scale in
geographical and/or population terms, to its work-
ing list of planned new local licence areas:

Bridgend (South Wales)

Bridlington (Yorkshire)*

Burnley (Lancashire)

Hertford

Kintyre, Islay & Jura (Argyll)*

Newbury (Berkshire)

*Areas which have already been advertised
(October 1998).

Other areas already identified for
new licences are as follows:
Solent/mid-Hants*

Central Scotland (regional)

Cambridgeshire*

Wakefield

Bristol/North Somerset*

Doncaster

(The closing date has passed for each of these
licences but they have yet to be awarded)

Lanarkshire*

South Hams
North/N.W. London*
Coleraine

(The areas which have yet to be advertised on this
list are North/N.W. London and a fresh licence for
Coleraine - which failed to be awarded a licence
this year.)

*Wider areas within which ‘small-scale alternative
location’ (sally) licences will be offered.

Future use of 106-107 MHz

At present, the Authority’s local radio licensing
strategy provides for a mix of large-scale ‘regional’
licences, mainly using FM frequencies in the 105-
106 MHz range, and "small-scale’ licences offering
more localised coverage, usually utilising frequen-
cies between 107 and 108 MHz. When imple-
menting this strategy in 1994, following a wide-
ranging consultative exercise, the Authority
reserved its position on the eventual use of the
middle third of the 105-108 MHz sub-band, i.e.
frequencies between 106 and 107 MHz.
However, in order to maintain @ momentum of
local radio development, the Authority had to
decide how best to make use of these frequencies.
Accordingly, the Authority invited informed views
from interested parties about the use that might
be made of 106-107 MHz, in April of this year.

The Authority has just announced (October 1998)
that following its analysis of the responses to its
consultation exercise, it has decided to use 106-
107 MHz for a mix of further regional licences (up
to around eight, possibly fewer) and small-scale
licences.

The Authority concluded that further development
of regional licensing would prove an effective
means of broadening choice for a large number of
listeners while also enhancing the commercial
strength of radio. A total of ten regional licensees
are now broadcasting; two others (in North-East
England and Central Scotland) should be launched
in 1999

The Authority also took into account the evidence
that many of the small-scale stations already
licensed to serve individual localities and commu-
nities have also been well appreciated, and have
shown their financial viability. It is the Authority’s
intention to continue to encourage innovation
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through these small-scale licences. However, the
use of the ‘alternative location’ (sally) approach
when advertising licences for new small-scale ser-
vices will not continue to any substantial degree.
Instead, in order to assist the frequency planning
within 106-107 MHz, the location of each small-
scale licence will usually be specified at the time of
advertisement.

New working list

Detailed advance frequency planning will be nec-
essary for 106-107 MHz in order to ensure that
each planned new station can be accommodated
within the spectrum available, now that adjacent
sections of the 105-108 MHz band are in wide-
spread use by existing ILR services.

The Authority expects to issue an updated working
list of planned new areas early in the New Year.
The Authority does not have adequate frequency
resources to add any further analogue services for
London to its new list.

Digital Radio

The Authority has recently awarded the licence for
the first and only national commercial digital radio
multiplex service to Digital One. Digital One
intends to provide ten programme services and,
initially, plans to cover around 69% of the country.

Digital One

The GWR Group is the largest shareholder in the
consortium with a 57 per cent stake, with NTL
holding a 33 percent share and Talk Radio 10 per
cent. The Radio Authority’s decision to award a 12
year licence to Digital One, should see the start of
commercial digital services, from 1 October 1999.

Ten services will be carried on Digital One’s multi-
plex, the three existing national commercial sta-
tions, Classic FM, Virgin and Talk and seven new
channels. These have been proposed as follows.
Part-time stations 24 Hour stations

Club Dance Classic Gold Rock
Plays/Books/Comedy Soft Adult Contemporary
Rolling News Teen and Chart Hits
Sports

A separate ‘working list’ of planned local digital
multiplex licences is printed below. Local digital
licensing will begin in major markets and the first
three licences to be advertised will be for:
Birmingham (November), Manchester (December)
and Greater London (January).

Digital Licencing timetable

The planned timetable is as follows:
Licence area Advert Licence award

Birmingham Nov 98 Jun 99
Manchester Dec 98 Jul 99
Gtr.London | Jan 99 Aug 99
Glasgow Feb 99 Sep 99
Yorkshire Mar 99 Oct 99
Tyne & Wear April 99 Nov 99
Cardiff & Newport ~ May 99 Dec 99
Wolverhampton June 99 Jan 00
Liverpool July 99 Feb 00
Gtr.London fl Aug 99 Mar 00
Edinburgh Sep 99 April 00
Leeds Oct 99 May 00
Teesside Nov 99 June 00
Bristol/Bath Dec 99 July 00
Coventry Jan 00 Aug 00
C. Lancashire Feb 00 Sep 00
Northern Ireland Mar 00 Oct 00
C. Scotland (reg ) April 00 Nov 00
Humberside May 00 Dec 00
North-West (reg) June 00 Jan 01
Severn Estuary (reg) July 00 Feb 01
W. Midlands (reg.)  Aug 00 Mar 01
North-West (reg) Sep 00 April 01
S. Hampshire Oct 00 May 01
Norwich Nov 00 June 01
Bradford/Hudd Dec 00 July 01

About the Radio Authority

The Radio Authority is responsible for licensing and
regulating Independent Radio in accordance with
the statutory requirements of the Broadcasting
Acts 1990 and 1996. It plans frequencies, awards
licences, regulates programming and advertising,
and plays an active role in the discussion and for-
mulation of policies which affect the Independent
Radio industry and its listeners.

You can contact us on: 0171 430 2724
e-mail: info@radio authority.org.uk

www.radio authority.org.uk
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The 1998 Sony Radio

Awards

Claiborne Mitchell reviews the 1998 Sony Awards

FAMOUS faces from radio and show business
gathered at this year’s Sonys, at The Grosvenor
House in London, for an evening hosted by
Maureen Lipman and Kirsty Young.

First announced was the Event Award; celebrating
the production skills of the BBC - Network,
Regional, Local and the World Service - for ‘The
Funeral of Diana, Princess of Wales', Peter Griffiths
collected the Gold on behalf of the teams.

A kilted Nicky Campbell swished to the stage to
collect a well-deserved Daytime Talk/News Award
for 5 Live, for what the judges called outstanding
radio. 'Parkinson’s Sunday Supplement’ walked
away a winner with a unanimous decision by the
judges who felt Michael’s show on Radio 2, to be
informative and intimate with a vivid anecdote to
go with every record on the show. ‘The Ed Doolan
Show’ was another presenter-led programme to
score a Sony in the Weekend Award category. It
was felt that his Sunday morning live show on
BBC WM, successfully set out to make its own
news, built on concern for the consumer and a
deep knowledge of its patch.

The Evening Late Night Talk/News Award went to
BBC 5 Live's ‘Up All Night'. The judges compli-
mented Rhod Sharp’s intelligent approach. “The
Unique Broadcasting Company’s ‘Richard Allison
Show’ for Radio 2 took the Gold for Evening Late
Night Music Award with the judges praising
Richard's choice of music and exceptional level of
broadcasting craftsmanship.

Another Independent company picked up a Gold
for The Short Form Award; '‘GRF Christmas Story’,
GRF Christian Radio for Clyde 1 FM was consid-
ered an imaginative piece of short, snappy story-
telling that fitted perfectly with the pace and style
of Clyde's programming.

The two Feature Awards were highly subscribed
once again this year and the judges indicated two
clear winners; BBC Birmingham Network
Production’s ‘The Club That Scott Built’ captured

John Revell, Alan Freeman and Chris Evans

the romance Ronnie Scott inspired, in a beautifully
compiled feature. Radio 4's ‘The Coroner’, handled
the sensitive subject of a young death, reminding
us of radio’s advantage over the TV fly-on-the-wall
documentary.

Cornwall and London had the top Drivetime slots;
BBC Radio Cornwall’s Tim Hubbard picked up the
Gold for his skill in presenting a good balanced
news story and Radio 2's John Dunn was praised
for his on-air warmth

Popular Radio 1 broadcasters Mark Radcliffe and
‘Lard’ took the Sony Gold for Daytime Music to
the audience’s delight. The Comedy Award was
held high by the just slightly more controversial
Talkback Production team and Chris Morris who
produce the surreal ‘Blue Jam’ show.

Jayne Middiemiss took the Magazine Award Gold
for the 'Top of the Pops Radio Show'. The judges
were particularly impressed by the vibrancy and
warmth of the show and the creation of a fresh
format for radio. They noted that the drugs cam-
paign was one of the best they had ever heard.

The glorious ‘Songs of the Sufi Mystics’, BBC
World Service, took a well-deserved Gold for a
Special Interest Music Award; the judges felt this
programme used sound to create that sense of
‘being there' that only radio can do best.

For outstanding craftsmanship and dedication to
quality radio, four gentlemen from across the
country were honoured. Piers Plowright was
praised for a phenomenal body of fine work, long-
serving Roger Bennett, the voice from BBC Bristol
was described by listeners and peers alike as an
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invaluably good friend. Alex Dickson of Radio
Clyde, involved in commercial radio for 25 years,
has remained at the microphone, and is held in
high esteem for identifying and developing new
broadcasting talent. Cliff Morgan also received
warm applause from the industry.

Cliff Morgan remained on stage to present the
Sports Award to colleagues, Victoria Pennock and
John Inverdale, for their coverage of ‘Wimbledon
and The British Lions Test’ on 5 Live.

Another team that picked up a Sony Gold was the
Heart 106.2 Team for their ‘Mobile Phone
Olympics'. The competition played to the strength
of radio - using sounds and voices - getting people
to do the most extraordinary things live on air via
the mobile phone. They took a simple idea and
turned it into compulsive listening.

A portrait of Frank Lloyd Wright's Fallingwater,
brought the listener into the heart of architecture,
to see the most famous house of the 20th century
take shape, from dream to a radical new American
reality. ‘Designs For Living: Fallingwater’, by inde-
pendent production company Just Radio, scooped
the Gold in the Arts category. The Drama Award
went to BBC Radio Scotland's vivid, ‘The Trick Is To
Keep Breathing’, a creative and emotionally tense
piece of work.

The atmosphere hotted up in the Great Room, as
the winners of the key breakfast shows were
announced. The ‘Breakfast Programme’ with Jane
Garvey and Peter Allen’ stole the Breakfast
Talk/News Gold from Good Morning Ulster and
The Today Programme. Cheering came from com-
mercial station Kiss
FM as it was
announced that
Steve Jackson had
won the Breakfast
Music Award, with
Terry Wogan and
Chris Evans sliding
in behind him.

The News Award
went to the BBC
for their coverage
of the death of the
Princess of Wales.
The BBC also came
up trumps in the

Steve Jackson

Station Branding category, with 5 Live's entry
clearly shining above all other entries.

The winner of the Community Award was Radio
Ulster’s excellent entry ‘Breast Cancer Awareness
Week'. A familiar subject to programme-makers
and audience alike was treated in an informative
and sensitive manner. The judges appreciated it's
pace, clarity and it's moving and inspiring end.

Anna Raeburn spoke out on behalf of the inde-
pendent sector as she received her Sony Gold for
the Talk News
Broadcaster of the
Year. Jo Whiley, of
Radio 1, took the
prestigious DJ of the
Year Award.

Popular Moray Firth
Radio strode away
proudly with their
third Sony Gold in a
row for Station of the
Year. BBC Radio WM
was rewarded with
the Station of the
Year Award for a sta-
tion with between 1

Jo Wiley
and 12 million listeners. For a station with over 12
million listeners BBC Radio 5 crowned their night
by receiving the Sony Gold.

The evening was by no means over as we saw
Alan Fluff Freeman come to the stage to say a few
words about a certain pal of his and how this cer-
tain pal “liked the company so much he bought
it", whereupon the room did finally erupt. The
1998 Sony Radio Awards presented Chris Evans
with the coveted Sony Gold Award for his services
to radio over the preceding 12 months which he
humbly received, naming himself a mere custodian
of Virgin FM! As the evening drew to a close all
eyes were on next year's prizes...stay tuned.
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Radio in his rucksack...

Cycling or pot-washing Graham Smyth is always listening

FORD QUARRY sits at the top of a Lancashire hill,
between Burnley and the smaller town of Bacup. It
is @ Bermuda Triangle for radio signals. Actually, as
a landfill site, it's @ Bermuda triangle for lots of
other stuff too, but that's another story.

More to the point, it’s the place in my daily trip to
work where Jazz FM (a regional station, theoreti-
cally covering North West England) disappears.
There I'll be, fingers drumming on the wheel to
some dudey Latin beat, round the quarry bend,
and in cut sugary Classic FM strings - it's robbery
with violins. The next bends form the battleground
for duelling jingles, but ultimately it's Jazz FM left
lying in the Pennine mud. I've dropped off their
map of the North West, and it's time to re-tune.

But what the hell? Pre-7pm Jazz FM presenters are
confined to playing their choice of about three
selections from The Greatest Waitrose Muzak Hits
Ever anyway, and flicking through the pages of
this Radio Listener’s Guide, there’s loads of stations
to choose from while waiting for the rescue ser-
vices at the bottom of the hill (health warning -
don’t read the Guide while driving).

Not that everyone can be bothered with all that
choice. Apparently, many wireless sets still have
their tuners permanently fixed in one place, their
owners unwilling to venture down the wave-
band to see what else is there. Strange
admittedly, but | wouldn't want to take
anything for granted about the way
different people listen to the radio. |
was introduced to a number of
approaches through my production of
radio ‘fanzine’ All Ears, between 1993
and 1998. Not everyone is even that
bothered about listening to pro-
grammes. Avid correspondent Roy
Davies in Deeside always gave the
impression of being more interested

in continuity announcers, such as
“the ethereal Charlotte Green”,
whose reading of the Shipping
Forecast he compares to Dylan
Thomas' recitation of Under Milk
Wood. Then there are the ‘DX-
ers’, collecting far-flung stations
via short wave like stamps, with- !

e o

out worrying too much about the =

HAVE A
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content. Others take on a monitoring role - a bit
like MI6 listening slavishly to foreign stations -
their pens poised to catch any hint of rudeness or
sloppy syntax.

Each to their own. Me? [ like all sorts. | do mostly
steer clear of those commercial stations which
Frank Muir was on about when he said, “the
names of all radio stations world wide are an ana-
gram of anthrax.” And there are some other right
turn-offs. Radio’s a personal medium, and you
don't half resent the intrusion when someone you
don't like tries to foist themselves on you.

Like Edwina Currie or David Mellor for instance.
Why does radio employ these people? Let's face it
- nobody would tune in specially just because it's
them. But how many reach instantly for the off
switch for that reason? | know | do.

Even with some of my faves, a hint of jealousy
threatens to get in the way of total enjoyment,
but | suppose it can be that way with your suc-
cessful friends. You must know what | mean.
There’s Andy Kershaw, roaming round the world
at  the BBC’s

expense

A MOUNTAIN

or sitting around with his feet up, play-
ing just whatever music he fancies. Or Alan

continued on page 69




THE RADIO DATA SYSTEM (RDS)

THE RDS (Radio Data System) first appeared on
radios in the early 1990s and is now found on
many car radios and an increasing number of mini-
systems and HiFi tuners. There are not very many
portable radios with an RDS capability.
Radios equipped with RDS are usually w
marked with the RDS symbol. RDS

What is RDS?

The system currently only works on FM, and oper-
ates by transmitting an inaudible additional signal
to the radio. An RDS-equipped radio can use this
information to help the listener in & number of
ways, most of them listed below.

Station Name

RDS radios have an eight character display which
shows the station name when tuned to an FM sta-
tion that uses RDS. For example, Radio 4 would
show '‘BBC R4’ on the display; BBC Radio
Shropshire would show "BBC SHRP’, This is a use-
ful feature for quickly identifying stations when
travelling, or when you are just scanning the air-
waves to see what is on.

Automatic tuning

For stations with more than one frequency - all
BBC networks, Classic FM, the BBC local network
and some larger commercial local stations, RDS
provides the radio with information to help it
retune on the move. Each transmitter broadcasts
codes advising the radio of the frequencies for the
same service in adjacent areas. The radio is able to
constantly compare these frequencies with what is
currently used and select the best, retuning as
necessary.

Travel Information

When a local station broadcasts a traffic report, an
RDS radio tuned to it (or with EON - tuned to its

.
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Sony ICF-MS0RDS - one of the few portables
with RDS

network) will interrupt normal radio or tape play-
back to broadcast the traffic report.

Enhanced other networks (EON)

Radios with an EON facility will pick up a BBC local
station traffic report even when you are tuned to
one of the BBC national networks. Unfortunately
this won’t work if you happen to be listening to
Classic FM!

Programme Type (PTY)

Some stations code programmes according to their
type. RDS radios which recognise these codes
enable you to search for stations broadcasting a
particular type of programme. Fifteen programme
types have been defined - news, current affairs,
information, sport, education, drama, science, cul-
ture, varied speech, pop music, rock music, easy lis-
tening, light classical, serious classics and other
music types. This feature can be used to find pro-
gramme types, or to interrupt the radio’s normal
operation in the same way as an RDS traffic report
would.

Time and Date

Some RDS radios also display an RDS maintained
date and time. The information for this is transmit-
ted within the RDS signal and such clocks shouldn’t
need adjusting.

All BBC stations broadcast RDS information. Most
commercial stations do, although not all support
the travel announcement and programme type
functions. RDS is a European standard and works
while travelling in Europe - although | can’t guaran-
tee you'll understand the traffic reports!

Portables with RDS

RDS is most useful while you are on the move, and
is therefore found most frequently as a feature in
car radios. Portables with RDS include the Roberts
R861 and R979, Sony’s M50 RDS, SRF-M48RDS and
the Grundig Yacht Boy 500 (currently unavailable in
the UK). Sony also make an RDS bedside clock
radio, the ICF-C20RDS.
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AERIALS - IMPROVING RECEPTION

FM reception

The coverage of FM services in
the UK is designed on the
assumption that adequate
outdoor aerials are provided.

Listening to FMon a
portable set

For good indoor reception find
the rooms ‘sweet spot’. Try
positioning the radio at different
points in & room. Reception is
often better near a window, and
generally, the higher the set, the
better the reception. For FM
reception telescopic rod aerials
should be fully extended, and
tried at different angles until the
best reception is found. Personal
radios often use the earphone
cable as the FM aerial. If so, make
sure it is fully extended.

Outdoor FM aerials
These are normally connected to
a HiFi tuner or radio which takes
a co-axial connector. There are
two main types.

Directional aerials

These have a number of
elements. The more elements,
(and generally the larger the
aerial), the higher the gain, and
the better the signal. Unless
fitted with a small motor to
rotate them (this can prove
expensive!), directional aerials
are usually aligned so that they
point directly at one transmitter.
This could be your nearest main
BBC transmitter or another
broadcasting your favourite
station.

Near the South East coast,
listeners should use a good
quality directional aerial to
minimise interference from
continental radio stations.
Omni-directional aerials look
all round with no directional

properties. The simplest of these
is the Vertical Single Dipole, an
example being Antiference’s
‘Radio Rod".

They can be useful, as the
proliferation of local radio
stations, has resulted in signals
coming in from all directions.

What does it cost?
Aerial costs vary. A simple omni-
directional aerial such as the
"Radio Rod’ costs about £18 off
the shelf (without installation);
and a more complex 5 element
directional aerial about £40. DIY
stores such as B&Q offer their
OWN Versions.

For the top of the range aerials,
installers like Ron Smith of
Luton, will supply aerials like the
Galaxie 17 (shown above). The
Galaxie 17 costs about £100,
with installation charged by the
hour. Details of Ron Smith’s
aerial guide, are on page 124.
Installation of a simple aerial is
well within the capabilities of
most DIY enthusiasts.

Aerials should ideally be
mounted outside, although in
good reception areas the aerial
could be installed in the loft or
roof space. They must be kept
clear of metal objects. The metal
foil cladding used in some forms
of loft insulation, can cause
problems.

Professional
installation

For about £80 an installer will
supply and install an average
set-up. The aerial should be
installed as high as possible,
preferably above the ridge line
of the building. The installer
should use good quality cables
and connectors. They should
have specialist tuning aids and

Galaxie 17, directional FM aerial,

with rotator
should be aware of local
reception difficulties.

Polarisation

Traditionally, fixed aerials have
been aligned with their
elements positioned horizontally.
However, to help car radio and
indoor reception, horizontal-only
transmissions, have nearly all
been replaced by mixed
(horizontal and vertical)
transmissions. It is now normally
better to align the aerial
vertically.

MW and LW reception
Other than in cars, medium
wave and long wave are usually
received by the radio’s internal
aerial, often called a ferrite rod.
On HiFi tuners this may consist
of an external wire loop on a
frame.

To find the best reception, the
radio or loop needs to be moved
round to find the best position.
Watch out for interference from
fluorescent lights, computers,
televisions and videos, which
affect LW and MW much more
than FM.

Short wave

On most portables the telescopic
aerial is used for short wave
reception. If you are not happy
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with reception try our ‘top tip’
for portables.

After that, if reception is still
poor, you could try putting up a
long wire aerial or installing an
active antenna.

Along wire normally consists
of a wire, about seventy five feet
long, supported at each end
with insulators, and connected
to your set. See Short Wave
magazine for dealers who will
be able to supply the
equipment.

An active antenna
This could be the answer to
improving reception on LW, MW
or SW, particularly if finding the
space for a long wire aerial is a
problem.

Datong Electronics supply the
generally well-rated AD 370
active antenna. It costs £93.94
including VAT and delivery. Tel
0113 2744822

Our experiences

We have installed a number of
aerials including a large highly
directional FM aerial on a rotator

In Car

Ideally go to a specialist, and
check that cheap quotes aren’t
just skimping on the
installation (poor quality
cabling and connectors) and
after sales service.

A good aerial is particularly
important for FM reception.
Aerials should preferably be
roof mounted (the extra height
improves reception and
reduces interference), vertical
and about 32" long.

Most car aerials, and
incidentally those on portable
radios, are too short.

AERIALS - IMPROVING RECEPTION

(see picture opposite), an omni-
directional ‘Radio Rod’, and an
active antenna.

Near Oxford, where | am based
reception conditions for the
main national stations are good.
However, | noticed an
improvement in reception
quality with the installation of
an external aerial, mainly
because it moved the aerial well
away from sources of
interference; such as computers,
TVs and fluorescent lights. This
was more noticeable for
medium and long wave stations,
than for FM.

An omni-directional aerial is
sufficient, and | noticed little
difference in reception quality
between this and more
expensive directional aerials.

For weaker FM stations such as
Oxford’s Oxygen, 15 km away
and with only a 100 Watt
transmitter, we get no reception
on most portables. A quality FM
portable gives reception with
some interference. A basic
external FM aerial, plugged into

In Caravan

Remote holiday areas often
have FM stereo coverage that
is not as good as you are used
to. Radios also tend not to
work so well inside a caravan
unless they have an outside
aerial.

A simple and relatively cheap
omni-directional aerial such as
Antiference’s ‘Radio Rod' (£18)
can help improve matters.
Alternatively, an omni-
directional, combined TV and
Radio aerial is available from
caravan centres, for about £90.

a suitable radio (with a coaxial
connection) gives good stereo
reception.

For AM, an active antenna has
improved reception of stations
such as Atlantic 252. Not only
increasing signal strength, but
again reducing interference
generated within the house.
When listening to distant FM
stations an external aerial has
been essential. Tuning to Capital
FM’s 4kW Croydon transmitter
over 100 km away with our
radio’s telescopic aerial
extended, resulted in no signal.
With either a Radio Rod, or
directional aerial, reception was
improved - with stereo reception
and only a slight hiss and
crackle. Deselecting stereo on
the radio cut out most of the
crackle.

Large directional, and rotating
aerials come into their own when
hunting out weaker FM stations,
or cutting out interference from
other transmitters.

Portables-Top Tip
We found this idea in Passport
to World Band Radio, and it
really works!

Fasten (ideally solder) several
metres of insulated wire to a
crocodile clip. Clip this to your
set's telescopic aerial, and use
it like an extension to the
aerial. Alternatively hang it
outside a window - avoiding
contact with power cables!

It can really improve FM and

short wave reception.
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RECORDING FROM THE RADIO

I HAVE lost count of the number of times | have
been asked about the best way to record radio
programmes, so this year | decided to do some
research. What | found, was that there are many
ways to record, but no recorders that work as
effectively as a video recorder does for television.

Let's assume that attended recordings - when you
are at home and available to start your recorder
are no problem. There are a few quality radios,
and many portable cassette players and HiFi sys-
tems that can cope with this.

The problems

The problems start when you want to make unat-
tended or timed recordings, and can be
categorised as follows:

@ Finding equipment that will make a simple
timed recording.

@ Being able set an unattended recorder to
record more that one event. One event is simply
turning the radio on, recording and then stopping,
usually when the tape finishes. But what if you
want to record 30 minutes of Radio 4, and then
30 minutes of Radio 3? This is two event timing,
and something that even the most humble video
recorder can cope with - but not | am afraid radio
recorders.

® Finding a radio recorder that will record more
than 60 minutes of radio (the length of a standard
audio cassette).

® Recording programs while you are on-the-
move.

One event timed recording

You can buy quality digital radios with a built-in
recorder. At the moment choice is limited to the
Roberts RC828 at £220, (sold more cheaply by
Tandy as the Realistic DX 392), or the Sony ICF-SW
1000T at £430.

The Roberts RC828 is a large radio that offers
simple one event timing. Using the radio’s timer,
you set it to come on and record. Recording con-

Sony
ICF SW1000T
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tinues to the end of the tape, which usually gives
about 60 minutes of recording. The main advan-
tage of the RC828 over cheaper cassette recorder
based systems, that we look at later, is that it gives
particularly good reception.

Sony‘s ICF-SW1000T is more sophisticated than
the RC828 and much smaller. It has two event
recording and also offers auto-reverse recording -
giving two hours recording time. The radio’s two
event system lets you specify a recording duration,
and an on/off time for two separate events, that
can involve recording from two different stations.

Cassette recorders that can make
timed recordings.

A number of major manufacturers produce mod-
els, ranging in price from about £150 - £250. If
you plan to record programmes of more than 60
minutes duration, it would be worth looking for
models that offer auto-reverse when recording -
enabling you to record for up to two hours.

If you are willing to look at something larger, such
as a mini or midi system, there are systems that
can record the same programme daily and also
have auto reverse tape recording.

Using a timer block

A cheaper option is to buy a basic cassette
recorder (between £50-£100) that can‘t make
timed recordings and link it to a timer block.
Digital timer blocks - cost about £20. Plugged into
the mains, most timer blocks can be programmed
to switch a radio or cassette on/off many times
each day - or even at a set time (or set times),
each day of the week.

To record with this set-up, first programme your
timer block. Then all you need to do is choose
your station, then set the radio cassette to record
(usually by pressing play and record). Unplug the
cassette and then plug it back in to the timer
block. The timer block will then turn the cassette
recorder on and off.

Recording on the move

Using a timer block is fine if you are at home, but
what if you are on the move and can't plug in a
timer block? One of my pet hates when sailing, is
having to wake at the crack of dawn to catch the
shipping forecast. Here, there are really two
options. First, buy a radio with built-in cassette
recorder - either the RC 828 or ICF-SW1000T.

A more flexible, and much cheaper option, is to
use a compact voice activated cassette recorder
linked to a radio that can be set to come on at &
particular time. This feature is usually called




RECORDING FROM THE RADIO

‘timer’, ‘standby’ or ‘alarm’ on the radio, but as
long as it allows you to program the radio to come
on at a set time, it should do the trick.

You will then need to connect the radio’s ear-
phone socket to the cassette’s microphone socket
using a cable with an earphone plug at each end.
These cost about five pounds.

Some radios such as the Sony SW 7600G and
Roberts’ R861 also have a ‘line out’ socket, useful
for listening to the radio while recording, as plug-
ging into the headphone socket mutes the radio.
To record, select your radio station and ‘on’ time,
turn the radio off, and connect it to the cassette
recorder. The important thing is, that when the
radio comes on, it activates the voice-activated
cassette recorder. Sony produce the TCM-453V

Sony TCM-S9Vv

(£30) and the auto reversing TCM-59V, pictured
above (£119). Philips produce the AQ6340 (£35),
and AIWA the TP-VS470.

I couldn't find any manufacturers currently produc-
ing a voice activated mini-disk recorder, but if and
when they become available, they should be able
to work in the same way.

Use a video cassette recorder

Many thanks to Adrian Pickering for the follow-
ing information on using a video recorder to
record radio.

One of the constant irritations of the radio listener
is that it is so easy to miss programs simply
because there is no easy way of making timed
recordings. In stark contrast, it has been relatively
easy to record television programs on almost any
domestic videocassette recorder (VCR) since their
introduction nearly 20 years ago! In the last
decade ‘HiFi’ VCRs have the capability of very high
quality, stereo audio recordings. The signal is
recorded with the video signal on the helical scan
part of the tape which results in a performance
comparable with digital audio tape (DAT), though
the recording method is still analogue. All Nicam
VCRs feature this capability.

In addition, modern VCRs have been designed for
use with video camcorders and thus can record
sound and vision signals direct from a camera or
some other similar source. What is not so obvious
is that most can record just sound only - they do
not need to have a video signal to go along with
the sound. This means that the output of a stereo
FM tuner can be routed to the input socket(s) of a
video recorder and the recorder be set up to
record this source. If the ‘long play’ (LP) setting is
used on a 240 VHS tape, up to 8 hours of record-
ing can be done on a tape that costs less than £3!
Indeed, this method is widely used by radio sta-
tions to make their legally-required transmission
log. Wasteful though it may seem, this is actually
the cheapest way of recording audio - cheaper
than audio cassette. The additional advantages are
the uninterrupted length and the audio quality,
both necessary for satisfactory recordings of con-
certs. Though LP can cause degradation of picture,
there is no quality penalty for using it for audio
only, provided that the signal is recorded and
played back using the HiFi mode.

To make timed recordings use the built-in timer as
usual but ensure that ‘channel’ selected corre-
sponds to the ‘line in" source on the front or back
panel. This is connected to the radio tuner as well
as the HiFi, typically using 'Y’ connectors, so that
you can continue to select the tuner on the HiFi as
usual. Unfortunately, the VCR timer.cannot select
the radio channel, so the tuner must be left pow-
ered receiving the required station. However, some
videos have more than one ‘line input’. So, if you
have two tuners or one tuner and a satellite
receiver tuned to, say, BBC World Service, then the
timer can select between these. Of course, the
timer can still be used to select among all the TV
stations so the VCR can easily become the heart of
your programme time shifting operation.

When it comes to listening, then use the VCR
direct audio ‘line output’ connected to the HiFi
system auxiliary input - you do not have to suffer
the audio quality of your television set! Many HiFi
installations are running short of inputs these days
and an outboard source switch may be necessary
to select between, say, the tuner and the VCR.

I have used this method with half a dozen types of
VCRs over as many years. It is so successful that |
now have one VCR now totally dedicated to radio
logging! | hope that this tip will increase your
radio listening pleasure as much as it has mine.
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CHOOSING A RADIO

Before you buy a radio, decide what you want if for. If it is for home use, and stays
tuned to Radio 4, there is little point in buying a £300 world band receiver.

AN EXPENSIVE radio
doesn’t necessarily

improve reception!

If you're buying an expensive
radio simply to solve a reception
problem STOP! Read the section
on aerials and improving
reception first. A few simple
steps, or a cheap outside
antenna could be all you need.

Personal, portable or

world band

Radios are often grouped into
the above categories.

Personal radios are very small
radios ‘Walkman' sized or
smaller, designed for listening
while you are on the move.
Portables are larger and range
from small sets operating only
on batteries, to much larger
radios with built in mains
adaptors. World band receivers
are sets with short wave
coverage. Despite the fact that
this guide does not cover short
wave stations, we do look at
world band radios - simply
because many of the advanced
features found in such sets
improve FM, MW and LW
reception.

Buy the best radio
you can afford

When buying a radio, you
usually get what you pay for. In
particular, avoid the cheap
unbranded receivers seen
advertised in the press. They
usually offer poor performance
and poor reliability.
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The DAB dilemma

Its worth mentioning here that
DAB has finally arrived. Prices for
DAB car radios are upwards of
£700. Arcam’s DAB tuner retails
at £800. However prices will
certainly fall over the next
couple of years. Bear this in
mind if you are planning to
spend a lot of money on a radio;
it might not seem quite so well-
spent in several years time. DAB
(digital portables) are not yet
available.

Small size means
small sound

The smaller the radio the more
portable it may be, but it will
have a smaller loudspeaker and
will be much less suitable for
playing at any great volume.
Very small sets are often only
suitable for use with earphones.

Check it covers
enough bands

If you are interested in a radio
that receives the majority of UK
stations, choose a radio capable
of receiving FM and medium
wave. Choose long wave also if
you want to listen to the World
Service on 198 kHz, Atlantic 252
and Radio 4 on LW. There are
still parts of the country where
long wave is essential for good
reception.

If you want to use the radio to
listen to BBC World Service
Broadcasts while travelling
abroad, you will need a radio
with short wave, Short wave is
also useful in the UK, if you

The Jargon
AM stands for amplitude
modulation. Used to describe
the long, medium and short
wave bands.

Analogue/Digital Analogue
radios are those which work
without a digital readout for
tuning. They usually have a
slide-rule style tuning dial.

Bands The broadcast bands
are FM, medium wave (MW),
long wave (LW) and short
wave (SW) Multi band radios
simply cover more than one
band, but normally include
short wave.

want to listen to broadcasts
from other countries.

Digital or analogue
tuning

This refers to the way the radio
is tuned to a frequency.
Analogue tuning sometimes
termed ‘mechanical tuning’
usually operates by a control
that moves a pointer across a
tuning scale. Tuning is not as
precise as digital tuning.

Digital tuning can be operated
in a number of ways. Best of all,
the frequency can be entered on
a keypad. Other methods
include a rotary tuning knob, or
pair of switches, enabling you to
scan up and down the




analogue tuning

frequency numbers until you
find the frequency you want.
Expensive radios often have
both direct entry and scrolling
features.

Digital tuning takes the
guesswork out of finding a
frequency and as far as we are
concerned is preferable to
analogue tuning.

10°5Y o m .
o
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digital tuning

Presets or memories
Presets allow the reselection of a
favourite radio station with the
touch of a button.

If you like listening to a range of
stations they are an invaluable
feature that really simplifies and
speeds up retuning. They are a
feature usually (although not
exclusively) found on digital
radios.

Clock/Alarm Features
These do nothing to improve
reception but can be useful
additions to a bedside radio, or
a radio used when travelling.

Batteries or mains
Avoid using a radio on batteries.

Batteries are up to 1000 times
more expensive per unit of
electricity than mains power.
Reception can also be better on
mains, as once the batteries
start to run down, reception
suffers. Digital radios tend to
use more power than analogue -
and if you find you are spending
a lot on batteries, consider using
rechargeable batteries.

Many portables can be used
with an optional ac adaptor,
which costs about £15.

Aerial

Cheap sets often skimp on the
telescopic aerial, it is often too
short and doesn't rotate.
Changing the angle and
orientation of the telescopic
aerial is an essential tuning
feature for good FM reception.
With many personal radios
designed for use while
gardening, walking or jogging,
the earphone-lead also operates
as an aerial. A telescopic aerial
would get in the way.

RDS

Although it is now
commonplace on car radios,
there are a few portable radios
and even one personal set with
RDS. it is not an essential feature
on a portable radio, but the
station name display is a useful
feature.

(See page 19 for more details
about RDS.)

Stereo

Portable sets are often
advertised as stereo, but only if
you listen through earphones. If
you want a louder and stereo
sound, and aren‘t concerned
about size, you could be better
off looking at a stereo cassette
or CD player with built in radio,
or even a HiFi system.,

«..more Jargon
LCD (Liquid crystal display)
Digital radios have an LCD
frequency display.

Local/DX switch DX stands
for distance. This switch adjusts
the sensitivity of the radio to
improve reception of distant
stations, or prevent
overloading of the radio by a
very strong local transmitter.

Presets (or memories)
Allow you to programme your
radio with the frequencies of
favourite stations.

PLL (Phase Locked Loop) An
electronic circuit in digital
radios that locks onto your
chosen station to give clear,
drift free reception.

RDS Radio Data System

SSB (Single Sideband)
Only essential if you want to
listen to ham radio and utility
stations.

Selectivity The ability of the
receiver to select the station is
is tuned to, from all the others
close to it on the dial/display.

Sensitivity The ability of the
receiver to work with a faint

signal. Useful if you want to

tune to distant stations,

Synchronous detection

Found on top of the range
Sony world band receivers.
Improves reception on AM.

World Band
Another name for short wave.
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CHOOSING A RADIO

Earphones can be used on
radios with an earphone socket
but without FM stereo, but
depending on the socket used
by the radio manufacturer, may
only give sound from the left
earpiece.

If you have special

needs

We spoke to Help the Aged,
The Royal National Association
for the Blind and Wireless for
the Blind. (Wireless for the
Blind are a charity who help
people who are registered blind,
who are unable to buy their
own equipment. Their details
are given on page 125.)

All three organisations
highlighted the problems that
their members can face - radios
that are not particularly stable,
difficulties in tuning, replacing
batteries, and operating the
controls.

In particular people who are
blind, or who have poor
eyesight need radios that are
straight forward to operate.
Features to look for are presets,
large buttons, controls that are
easy to use. A good contrast
between the buttons and the
colour of the set can also help

people who are partially sighted.

We have looked at a number of
radios suitable for those with
disabilities and list our
conclusions at the end of the
reviews section.

Two radios commonly

recommended for use by people

with disabilities are Clarke and
Smith's Easiplay, and Robert's
RP28. To see how they
perform, and how they
compare to other radios, see
the reviews later in the guide.

26  radio listeners guide

Buying - in the shop
Ask for a demonstration.
Although most sales staff in the
larger discount electrical stores
specialise in HiFi, video and
television, ask them to show you
how the radio works.

Check that you are happy with
the controls and that the size of
the radio provides sufficient
volume for your needs.
Remember that the quality of
reception in the shop,
(particularly on medium wave
and long wave) will almost
certainly be severely affected by
televisions on display, or the
steel structure of the building. If
in doubt, try the radio outside.

Don’t forget the

accessories

Some radios are sold with
batteries, ac (or mains) adaptors,
carrying cases, and earphones;
many are not. Check what
extras are included. Some
expensive radios don't seem
quite so pricey when you
consider that they come with
the extras listed above.

ac adaptor

earphones

short wave aeriai

Short wave

You generally get what you pay
for with a short wave receiver.
Cheap or unbranded radios
generally lack quality and
sometimes offer only partial
coverage of the main short
wave bands. They usually only
allow you to listen to the
stronger international
broadcast stations. Before you
buy one, check first that if
covers the frequencies you
want to listen to.

Also, never assume that an
expensive short wave radio will
enable you to listen to distant
countries with the quality that
you would expect from a
nearby FM or AM transmitter. If
you are interested in overseas

. broadcasts without the whistle

and hiss of short wave, look at
satellite radio, in particular the
broadcasts of World Radio
Network (WRN), who feed the
output from a number of the
world's broadcasters onto
satellite.

If you are a serious short wave
listener, and want detailed
radio reviews, they can be
found in The Passport to
World Band Radio (see the
booklist at the back of this
guide), or on Radio
Netherland’s excellent Internet
web pages.

http:// Jrnw.nl

Radio Netherlands also provide
a simplified version of their
guide for people who do not
have internet access.

You should write to-

The English Language Service,
Radio Netherlands,

PO Box 222,

1200 JG Hilversum,

The Netherlands




Shop around | you're looking for a bargain
it's well worth shopping around. Expensive world
band radios in particular, can often be found below
their recommended retail price. The same applies to
radios that are no longer made but are still on the
dealer’s shelves.

Different Badges There are a number of
radios, which although badged by different
manufacturers are in fact identical. This particularly
applies to Roberts world band radios. Roberts have
the licence to sell Sangean-made radios in the UK,
under the Roberts brand name. This does not stop
some companies from importing and selling almost
identical Sangean receivers. Check that the cheaper
radio has all the accessories included with the
Roberts - if not, add them to the purchase price.

Mail-order Shopping The disadvantage
of buying a radio by mail-order is that you do not
have the opportunity to try out the radio - hear
how it sounds or check the reception quality.

If you can't find a local radio supplier, have limited
mobility, or are after a bargain, mail-order can offer
a good way of obtaining a radio.

Most suppliers selling by mail-order, tend to con-
centrate on expensive top of the range radios, but
they often offer them at much cheaper prices than
the manufacturers recommended prices.

Postage and Packing You will normally
pay for postage and packing - this is usually
between £5 - £10. This is relatively low compared
to the savings to be found on some world band
radios, but is more difficult to justify on top of the
price of a cheap (£10-£30) radio, unless you can't
find the radio elsewhere.

BUYING A RADIO

Ring around Compare prices and ask what
the supplier charges for postage and packing. Ask
what guarantee comes with the radio.

Check availability Before you part with
your money - ask whether the radio is in stock -
and if so how long will it take for delivery. Some
dealers send by overnight courier, others use parcel
post.

Use a credit card |f possible pay by credit
card. It is much safer than sending cash - with the
additional benefit that many credit card companies
provide insurance (for a limited time) for items
purchased using their card. This may only cover
items valued at more than £50 or £100 - so check
your card’s details first. Check that the radio
supplier doesn‘t charge a surcharge for using a
credit card to pay.

If you have to send cash Send cash by
registered post.

Keep a record If you order by post keep a
record of your order, or if by phone, the time and
date when you made calls and to whom you were
talking. This could be useful in the event of any
problems occurring.

Warranty Most products are on a 12 month
return-to-supplier warranty. You pay for
shipping/postage charges back to the dealer if a
fault develops.

Market Research
Oct/Nov 1998

I looked at the prices for a num-
ber of radios, checking adver-
tisements in the press and ring-
ing round dealers. We concen-
trated on the more expensive
world band radios where the
largest savings can be made.

Prices vary, so if you are interest-
ed in buying by mail order, we
would recommend that you ring
a number of suppliers to find
the best deal. Almost without
exception, when we looked, we

found the best prices at ASK
Electronics. For example the
Sony ICFSW1000T at £360 (RRP
£430) - Sony SW7600G at £120
(RRP £180). They were also sell-
ing the Roberts R861 at £165
(RRP £200), and the Roberts
R809 at £89.95 (RRP £100). We
asked, no pun intended, about
discounts for RLG readers but
were told the prices were
already at ‘rock-bottom’.
However, ask for Paresh if you
call, and mention the RLG, he
will provide free batteries.

Tandy were still selling the DX
392 at £149.99, a radio equiva-
lent to the Roberts RC828 (RRP
£220).

ASK Electronics, London
(0171) 637 0353

Haydon Communications
London (0181) 9515782
Nevada, Portsmouth

(01705) 662145

O’'Gormans, Bicester, Oxon
(01869) 246612
WWW.0gormans.co.uk

Tandy

(0990) 134935
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WHICH RADIO?

IN THE following pages we
first show the features of
each radio under review in
table form. This enables, a
quick comparison of their
features, price and our star
rating.

After this, follows a picture
of each radio, with our
comments. We finish the
reviews with our best-buy
recommendations on

page 51-52.

Categories

Personal

Small, highly portable radios
- ideal for use while out and
about. Sizes vary from tiny
cigarette-lighter sized radios
to larger radios that you can
still slip into a pocket. Most
personal radios are designed
for use with earphones, with
the earphone cable doubling
up as their FM aerial.

Portable

Portables vary in size from
smaller than a paperback
book, to much larger, barely
luggable radios! To enter the
category a radio must be
capable of running on
batteries.

Some radios are sold as
world band receivers. World
band simply means that the
radio picks up short wave
broadcasts.

We have made no separate
distinction for world band
radios and have included
them within our portable
section. We split portables
into two groups, those with
analogue and those with
digital tuning.
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Star ratings

The star rating system is
based on a scale of 1-5.

1 is poor overall value and 5
excellent overall value.

The rating is based on a
number of factors - the
quality of design, features,
reception, sound quality and
price.

A number of radios didn’t
easily fit our categories.

We decided to review Clarke
and Smith’s Easiplay radio
cassette, because its radio
has unique features designed
to help those with a visual
handicap. It is included
within the portable reviews.

Tandy’s Optimus with TV
was first drawn to our
attention last year, but seems
to have been dropped by
Tandy this year, although you
might still find it on the
shelves of some dealers.

The Bose Wave radio has
been advertised widely in the

press. At £275 it is not cheap.

We looked at the radio to see
just what you get for your
money, and how well the
sound quality matches the
manufacturer’s claims. The
review is on page 31.

Photos not to scale
You should note, that so we
could show as much detail
for each radio as possible,
the photographs are not at
the same scale.

AIWA - (0990) 902902
Baygen - (0800) 7313052
Bose - (0800) 614293

Clarke and Smith -
(0181) 669 4411

Grundig - (0181) 3249400
(01788) 545827 At the time of
writing, Grundig sell no radios
in the UK. Grundig are
considering relaunching some
radios in 1999.

Morphy Richards

Part of the same group that
owns Roberts. (See Roberts)

Panasonic - (0990) 357357
Philips - (0181) 6656350
Roberts - (01709) 571722

British company with a
reputation for traditionally
styled radios. They also
rebadge Sangean world band
radios with the Roberts label
for sale in the UK.

Customer Helpline number
Tel 0181 7580338

Sangean

One of the world’s largest
manufacturers of short wave
radios; both badging its own
radios and producing sets in
the UK for companies such as
Roberts.

Sony - (0990) 111999

Tandy - (0500) 300666 for
nearest dealer. (0990) 134935
for orders. Tandy sell a range of
radios, mainly their own
brands. They also sell by mail
order.




main features Personal (pocket) radios
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(All the above radios had a socket for either an earplug or earphones) reviews start on page 34
The lack of long wave Using the earphones lead
One of the surprises while as a FM aerial.
reviewing personal radios last Many personal radios use the
year was the lack of any sets with earphone lead as the FM aerial.
long wave. This year we have two Even if the radio has a speaker,
models, Boot’s RX 45 Sport and you will need to ensure that the 2
the Roberts R984 ‘Sportsman’. lead is extended to achieve the : :

best possible reception.




Analogue Portable radios main features
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main features

Analogue Portable radios
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Revival 250
Roberts £100 ¢ @ @ v | 100 4 p 1870 "N
RP28
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(* b - built-in, p - provided, o - optional extra), T . discontinued (old stock possibly still available)

Although this radio falls outside our main review areas - the Bose Wave radio has been widely

advertised, so we thought it worth reviewing.

FM 87.5-108, MW 531-1602

The Bose Wave radio has a flat design, rather like HiFi tuner, but
has built-in speakers on either side of the radio. We liked the
clean design and the large clearly labelled buttons on the radio’s
top. These are mirrored on a credit card sized remote control,
that worked from up to 10m away. An alarm function gives 2
wakeup times

There are 12 presets, 6 FM and 6 MW There is no long wave
coverage, and no headphones socket or tone control

The radio has a 4m long, wire FM aenal, that plugs into a
coaxial

socket Better still, if you have an external aenal, it can be
plugged into this socket. FM reception with the supplied aeral
was good - better than most standard portables, but not as
good as a quality world band recewver. Auto seek tuning worked
well to find strong stations. With an external FM aerial plugged-
in, the quality of reception was very good.
Average MW reception. The fact that the radio 1s large and
mains-only, can make for tricky MW reception, where turning a
radio round to find the best reception angle for the internal
MW aernial is wital. There were no connections for an
external AM / MW aenal.
Sound volume and quality for the radio's size was
excellent, although no better we thought, than
a quality stereo radio-cassette or HiFi system.
Pros - clean uncluttered design with remote
control operation, and very good sound quality.
Cons - lack of long wave, average MW
reception, and price!
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Digital Portable radios

main features
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main features Digital Portable radios
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* b - bullt-n, p - provided, o - optional extra, t - discontinued (old stock possibly still available), tt only available overseas
A quality digital radio - features to look for
clear labelling of buttons  clock clear frequency display
ROBERTS
tuning knob

signal strength
indicator

up/down tuning
buttons

keylock

alarm functions

memories

keypad for direct frequency entry
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PERSONAL OR POCKET SIZED RADIOS

ok ok

One of the larger personal radios with
FM and MW. Walkie-talkie style with an
FM aenal that pulls up, but doesn‘t
rotate. The large tuming and volume
controls worked well. The slide-rule style
tuning display was easy to read

Battertes were included but not
earphones. Limited sound from the
small speaker. On earphones mono
sound on left earpiece only. Little to

* %k

* Jok

A walkie-talkie style radio with medium
wave and FM. The FM telescopic aenal
extends from the top of the radio. The
radio feels well-bullt, and has a plastic
handle that swivels out from the back
of the set. The shide rule style tuning
display 1s easy to read, and the controls
operate smoothly. It is one of the
heavier personal sets, although it is
shightly lighter than the RX-45 and RX-

ok k

This 15 an analogue walkie-talkie style
personal radio. This 1s Sony’s cheapest
radio and it has very imited features
There 1s FM and medium wave, but no
long wave. FM reception 1s unexciting
and nowhere near as good as Sony’s
digital personal radios, SRF M606 and
SRF M806. The small speaker gives fair
sound for its small size. With earphones
plugged in, you only get sound from

34
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FM 88-108, MW 530-1600

choose between this and the Philips
AE1595. The RX 45 Sport 1s almost
identical to this radio, but boasts long
wave coveage instead of medium wave.

FM 88-108, LW 150-280

One of the larger personal radios with
FM and LW. There are not many
personal radios with long wave - just
this and Roberts Sportsman. They are In
particular sought after by cncket fans,
who want to tune to Radio 4% cricket
coverage durning the summer. This 1s a
walkie-talkie style radio, with an FM
aenal that pulls up but doesn’t rotate.
The large tuning and volume controls

worked well. Battenies were included
but no earphones. Reasonable sound
from the small speaker. On earphones
mono sound on left earpiece only.

A very competitively priced basic
personal radio for those wanting long
wave coverage.

FM 88-108, MW 530-1600

45 Sport. This radio 1s powered by two
AA batteries

Reasonable reception, sufficient to pick
up stronger stations. Speaker volume
fine for personal listening. An earphone
socket offered mono reception

A good basic radio with no frills, and at
a low price

FM 87.6-108, MW 531-1602

the left earphone. A cheap radio - fine
for anyone unconcerned about sound
quality and looking for reception of
strong FM and MW stations only.




Jodkok

Analogue FM / MW personal radio with
speaker. This is a walkie-talkie style
radio with FM telescopic aenal that
swings out from the side of the radio
The antenna rotates in one plane -
which 1s annoying if you want to lean
radio flat on its back- and you are likely
to do this as it's not particularly stable
in any other orientation. The basic
controls - volume, tuning and band

The Sony ‘Walkman' 1s a medium sized
personal radio. It has FM stereo, and
comes supplied with a detachable beit
clip and headphones with headband.
The controls are large and easy to use.
The tuning dial is particularly easy to
read. Battery changing is easy, as the
radio is powered by one AA battery.
Sony claims that this gives about 40
hours of use. Very good clear reception

ok ok ok

One of a number of very similar
cigarette lighter-sized radios. This 1s an
analogue radio with reasonable stereo
sound over earphones. The controls are
small, but even so are fairly easy to use.
Earphones are provided and double up
as the FM aenal. The radio takes one
AAA battery.

Reception is fine for stronger stations,
but the small size of the tuning dial can

Kk ok

% gk ok ok

This 1s a basic ‘sports’ style personal
radio with FM stereo and MW. The
radio has a grey and yellow casing with
simple controls. Plugging the earphones
into the radio turns it on. The grey text
on the slide-rule tuning dial is not very
easy to read. The radio includes a belt
chip. Reception quality 1s sufficent for
the stronger stations. FM stereo over
earphones is good. Basic features - and

FM 87.5-108, MW 530-1605

selector all work smoothly. The shde-rule
tuning dial is clearly marked. An LED
tuning indicator works well to show the
position of stronger stations. FM
reception was good for stronger
stations. The loudspeaker volume was
also good for such a small radio
Although mono on FM, sound over
earphones 1s good and was to both ears
when listening on earphones

for stronger stations on FM and
medium wave. | did not like the
headphones supplied with the radio. |
found them uncomfortable and they
made my ears hot! | would take the first
opportunity to change them for a
simple set of in-ear earphones costing
about £5. Apart from that, | iked this
radio. It 1s simple to operate gives good
reception, and feels well made.

FM 87.5-108, MW 530-1605

This is one of a number of tiny stereo
FM / MW radios, that are little targer
than a cigarette highter. On a radio of
this size the switches have to be small,
and the on/off switch can be a little
fiddly. The slide-rute tuning scale is small
t00, but not too difficult
to read. The radio 1§
surprisingly sensitive
and reception quality 15

FM 88-108, MW 530-1600

the cheapest personal radio with FM
stereo that we found.

soipea jeuossad

FM 87.5-108, MW 530-1710 J

WALKMAnN

excellent considenng the size of the
radio - 1t puts many larger radios to
shame. Listening 1s by earphones, which
are provided - they also double-up as
the FM aenal. The sound quahty s very
good with FM stereo and enhanced
bass tone control. Just about the
ultimate in miniatunsation, and one of
my favounte personal radios.

FM 88-108, MW 530-1600

make accurate frequency finding
difficult. The radio also featured a ‘bass
boost’ tone control.




personal radios

%ok ok k

The AE6745 1s a compact digital
personal radio, about the size of a
cigarette packet. It has a clear LCD
display and five preset buttons. Ten
presets can be programmed, five from
each band. The radio has tone control
in a feature 1t calls "dynamic bass boost’
The radio auto searches up or down,
locking on to strong stations.

The radio had good FM and MW

Kk ok ok

Cigarette hghter sized radio with a
loudspeaker There are a number of very
small personal stereo radios. This is the
first that | have seen which incorporates
a small loudspeaker. | found it useful
having loudspeaker, it 1s not always
convenient or comfortable to listen on
earphones. These are provided, and
need to be used If you want to listen to
FM in stereo. The earphone wire

[

The Roberts R384 'Sportsman’ is one of
the few personal radio with long wave
This radio has LW, MW and FM
reception. It looks a well designed radio
and has an easy to read tuning display.
There 1s a detachable belt clip at the
back of the radio. The radio works well,
and the only thing | would like to
change are the tuning and volume
controls, which | feel are too small.

kK dk

A gold coloured compact, digital
personal radio. The radio features ATS
(Automatic Tuning System). This is on
some Roberts world band recewvers. It
works by scanning through the band,
selecting strong stations and adding
them to the radios memories. It worked
quite well on this radio - but did enter a
few frequencies that were not strong
stations and missed a few that | would

* %k

wWALKMAN
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FM 87.5-108, MW 531-1602 !

reception for the stronger stations.
There is stereo on FM. Like all personal
radios that use the earphones lead as
their FM aenal, for good reception you
need to make sure that this lead
remains extended. The radio also came
with an earphone winder, that worked
In a similar way to an extendible dog
lead, and kept spare cable out of the
way. A competitively priced radio.

FM 87.5-108, MW 530-1710 !

doubles up as the FM aenal, so even if
you are listening to FM on the
loudspeaker, it will need to be
connected There 1s a bass boost tone
control and a FM stereo/mono switch.
Reception quality 1s similar to that of
other radios of this type, and is fine for
stronger stations.

% J ok ok

Reception was good for strong stations.
Like most personal radios, searching for
weak stations is difficult due to the
imited travel on the tuning dial. FM
stereo reception was good on the
earphones provided.

A good buy, particularly for people
wanting to tune to long wave
broadcasts.

FM 87.5-108, MW 530-1710, LW 150-280 '

FM 87.5-108, MW 520-1710 0

have expected it to pick up.

An easy to use memory system, with 15
memories for FM and 6 for MW. In
addition 3 useful prionty memories,
either FM or MW, that could be recalled
with the touch of a button. These were
also not overwritten during ATS
searches. A sleep function that turns the
radio off after 90 minutes.One of my
favourite digital personal radios.

FM 87.5-108, MW 531-1602

Digrtal personal radio with FM and MW
and 10 presets. Presets are structured S
FM and 5 MW. The presets are
operated by 5 one-touch buttons. They
were a little tricky to set-up, but once
set, they were easy to use. Part of the
problem in setting the presets and
finding stations, was that the radio
scans very slowly through the bands.
There 1s a local/DX switch, but we

1

gl
il

found reception was always better with
this set to DX. The clock-display shows
when the radio 1s turned off. The radio
has a belt clip and earphones are
supplied. The key protect system (or
travel lock) works to prevent settings
from being acaidentally knocked. FM
reception quality was fine for the
stronger stations, with FM stereo on
earphones.



*kk

Digital personal radio with 15 presets.
This 1s one of two Sonys in this style.
The M606 1s earphones only. The SRF
806 15 very similar, but also has a small
loudspeaker Both radios have a solid
well-built feel There are 15 presets, 10
for FM and 5 on MW FM reception is
fine for strong stations, but like most
personal radios using their earphones
lead as an aerial, not much good for

* %k Kk

This 1s a digital personal radio with all
the features of the SRF M606, plus a
loudspeaker. However you still need to
use the earphones as they function as
the radio’s FM aerial 15 presets allow
you to store 10 FM and 5 medium wave
frequencies. FM reception fine for
strong stations but the hmits of using
the earphones cable make weak
stations more difficult to find. For its

K kokk

This radio has a small speaker, a clock
and alarm The alarm triggers a buzzer,
but does not turn the radio on

The radio has what is called APS
(automatic preset system). It scans
upwards from the frequency displayed
putting 1n the first 9 stations found. |
found 1t missed some stations |
expected 1t to find, and added others
that were too weak An added

« FM 87.5-108, MW 531-1602

searching out weak ones. Raising and
extending the earphones lead improves
reception. Good stereo sound on
earphones with ‘mega bass’ tone
control. A good quality digital personal
radio.

FM 87.5-108, MW 531-1602

small size, the loudspeaker gave very
good sound Like the 606 the radio had
a ‘mega bass’ switch offering limited
tone control. Stereo sound over
earphones was good.

soipes jeuosisad

FM 87.5-108, MW 522-1629 !

disadvantage was that unlike the R972
where you could protect 3 favourite
stations, the R982 would overwrite all
memories in the band that you were
scanning. 18 memories, 9 on each
band. The small loudspeaker s useful
for occasions when you don‘t want to
listen on earphones A separate FM
aenal was provided for use when
earphones are not being used.

FM 87.5-108, MW 531-1602

Farrly large personal radio, with RDS
features that include station name,
traffic announcement, alternative
frequency search and clock. The radio
has 15 presets, 10 FM and 5 MW. Smali
buttons on the side of the radio control
scanning up and down the bands. There
1S no tone control. Listening IS on
earphones only, with FM stereo. The
earphone cord doubles up as the FM

aeral. It s important to make sure the
lead 1s extended or reception will suffer.
This was particularly important on the
M48 RDS as FM reception sensitivity
was poor, and not as good as Sony’s
SRF M606 and M806. RDS station name
worked on stronger FM stations only. |
found the RDS features of imited use,
the radio was bulky and at £60, was
expensive for a personal radio.
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ANALOGUE PORTABLE RADIOS

* %k k

This 1s a small FM/MW analogue
portable that could almost squeeze into
the personal range. The catalogue
number is 12-9462. It 1s a simple radio
with no frills and only the basic controls.
The slide-rule tuning scale is clear and
easy to read. The aerial only pivots In
one plane. The stiff battery
compartment lid would cause problems
for anyone with weak fingers. The radio

* Kk

Basic analogue portable radio
with FM, MW and LW. The radio
has a green plastic casing with a
tuner moves painfully slowly
across the dial. There are no
earphone or mains sockets. FM
reception has limited sensitivity.
We found the tuning LED to be

¥ of little use, it stayed on while

%k k

B Portable, water resistant FM and
MW radio. The radio 1s
promoted as one that

- could be used in a
..) shower, although there

couldn’t be used
anywhere where a radio
could be splashed. The

FM 88-108, MW 540-1600

had good FM sensitivity although the
small tuning scale made finding stations
a little difficult. The loudspeaker gave
good sound for a radio of this size. A
reasonable radio for the price

FM 88-108, LW 150-260 , MW 530-1600

tuning across the entire FM band. There
is good sound volume with a rotary
tone control switch. We didn't feel that
this radio was a particularly good buy. It
was too big and basic to be a useful
portable, and the lack of mains
capability would make it expensive to
run 1f used frequently.

FM 88-108, MW 530-1710

that it is water-resistant, NOT
waterproof. Disappointing reception
and lack of an external telescopic FM
aerial, make this radio only suitable for
listening to stronger stations. It
automatically switches off after an hour
This radio has dropped in price, from
£20 last year, and now offers
reasonable value

L8 seems no reason why it

* %k ok

Small portable with FM and MW. Neat
looking radio with basic features and no
frills. The controls are of reasonable size
and easy to use. A useful hinging stand
enables the radio to lean-back in a
stable position. The slide-rule tuning
display operates smoothly and 1s clear to
read, but like many analogue sets the
calibration 1s a ittle inaccurate. Although
the radio has a short (35¢m) aenial it was
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makers do however point out

FM 87.5-108, MW 530-1605

reasonably sensitive on FM. However the
tuning LED 1s too sensitive for strong i
reception areas, and stayed on
most of the time. Speaker sound
quality 1s reasonable for the size of
radio. Mono sound on both ears
with earphones. Good choice if
you are on a imited budget, and
want a basic small portable




N

Analogue FM/MW portable with twin
speakers and stereo. Although there are
plenty of large radio cassettes offering
stereo, this 1s one of the few portable
radios we've seen offering FM stereo on
twin speakers. Simple and clear
analogue tuning scale, with FM stereo
tuning indicator. The radio can be run
from the mains with an optional ac
adaptor. Reception was fine for the

*k FM 87.5-108, MW 530-1600 ,SW 7 Bands

Very compact, budget world band sounds fine for radio of this small size.
receiver. Apart from a few cosmetic Good mono sound to both ears using a
i differences, this radio 1s identical to set of in-ear style earphones (not

the Roberts 'Chelsea’, and sells for included). FM reception sufficient for
the same price. The lack of long wave  stronger stations but very imited for
is a disadvantage. The small text on weaker ones. The cheapest set we
the shide-rule display was difficult to looked at with short wave, but 1t had
read. The basic telescopic aenal unexciting performance.

rotates in only one plane. There is no
lean-back stand. The loudspeaker

%k ko FM 88-108, MW 530-1710

stronger stations. Sound quality through
the two 75 mm speakers was excellent
The stereo quality was good
on earphones too. A balance
control allows adjustment of
output between the speakers.
The radio is equipped with a
fabric carrying strap. A good
buy if you want stereo and
volume from your portable.

sajqejsod anbojeue

0k todekok FM 88-108, MW 530-1600 , LW 150-260

The Roberts Mayfarr is an analogue
portable radio with built-in mains
adaptor. It 1s the same size and 1s very
similar in design to Morphy Richard’s
R170. The Mayfair however has a white
casing hke other radios in the Roberts
Dynatron range. | was not keen on the
colour, which can quickly mark and
show grubby fingerpnnts. The Mayfair
has a slide-rule tuning scale, and rotary

tuning, volume and tone
controls. A tuning leve! LED
gives a good indication when
you find a strong station.
Reception quality is sufficient for
stronger stations. Sound quality
15 good for the size of radio, but
there 1s no earphone socket.
Reasonable performance and a
useful built-in ac adaptor.

g Q |
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(S *k FM 88-108, MW 525-1620 ,SW 7 Bands
Small, white, world band portable, Batteries were tricky to remove from the
without long wave. The Chelsea is one set. Station selection 1s difficult for
of the Roberts Dynatron range. This weaker stations due to the hmited travel
model is almost identical to the of the small slide-rule tuning scale. FM
Steepletone MBR 95, sold at the same reception was relatively insensitive, and
price by Tandy. The radio we tested had not a patch on the Roberts R862. The
a arrcular hole in the rear of the casing small speaker puts out imited sound.
(where a printed patch was obviously Mono sound on earphones. Budget set
mussing) large enough to enable a finger  with hmited features, and mediocre
to short circuit the radios circuit board. performance.

P odekok

Basic analogue portable, with FM and
MW but no long wave. This radio is very
similar in size and feel to AIWA's FRC

10. A rotary wheel provided volume and
on/off control. The radio has an
uncluttered and clearly labelled tuning
dial. FM reception was good for the
radio’s price, and considerably more
sensitive than many of Sony’s personal
radios. Sound quality was crisp - good

FM 87.6-107.5, MW 531-1602

for the size of radio. There
was no tone control. A
good basic radio.
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Large portable radio with FM, MW, LW
and SW and a builit-in ac adaptor This
radio 1s sold in Tandy stores. Although it
15 a budget set with simple controls,
there 15 a nice feel to the analogue
tuning dial and clear frequency
labelling. As the radio’s instructions
nghtly point out, the tuning LED 1s more
suited to MW and LW use, than to FM.
In the UK's relatively crowded FM band,

o

Small solar and dynamo powered radio
with FM and MW, The radio’s internal
Ni-Cad battery can be charged by solar
cells on the radio’s top, turning a handle
to operate a dynamo; inserting batteries
into the radio, or using an ac adaptor
{not supplied). You can listen to the
radio while 1t 1s solar charging, although
this will slow down the speed of
charging. The radio requires strong

analogue portables

ek

todkeokok

Large white analogue radio with twin
speakers and a built-in mains adaptor
Thus 1s the largest radio in the Roberts
Dynatron range. There 1s a slide-rule
tuning scale, large tuning wheel and
bass and treble controls. A cosmetic line
of 5 LEDs on the left side of the tuning
scale give an indication of volume level,
not signal strength. Reception quality 1s
sufficient for strong stations. The sound
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FM 88-108, LW 150-280, MW 540-1600, SW 7 bands J

the LED stays on all the time
FM reception Is reasonably
sensitive with good reception
for strong stations Farrly loud
volume from the large
speaker with mono sound to
both ears on earphones.

* K

sunlight Turning the dynamo 1S noisy -
50 you can't isten at the same time 2
minutes cranking gives about 6
minutes play The handle looks as if it
could easily break. The hmited travel of
the tuning wheel and poor sensitivity
means that the radio Is only really
suitable for listening to strong stations
Interesting power supplies, but not a
very practical or robust radio.

FM 88-108, MW 535-1610

FM 87.5-108, MW 520-1610

Basic analogue portable with
FM and MW and a built-in
ac adaptor. There 1s no
long wave coverage A
solid radio, with large
controls and a large tuning
dial pointer A carrying
handle hinges behind the
radio The FM telescopic
aenal only rotates in one

plane Reasonable FM sensitivity, fine
for stronger stations Good sound
volume for the size of radio although 1t
would have benefited from a tone
control. On earphones, mono sound
from left ear only. Bottom line - basic,
well-bullt radio with limited features
and reasonably sized speaker A good
value set, and one of the cheapest with
a built-in ac adaptor

FM 88-108, MW 520-1610 ¢

The Philips AE 2140 15 a basic
analogue portable with a built-in
N ac adaptor The radio has a
8¢ carrying handle that hinges neatly
Into a recess at the back of the
t set. The radio takes 3 D type
battenes, which Philips claim wall
’ give 200 hours of battery life. The
radio has a fairly clear layout and
display, although the tuning dial

%ok K

was difficult to use unless the radio was
at eye level.

Good FM and AM reception for
stronger stations. Sound quality was
very good.

FM 88-108, MW 530-1600, LW 150-260, SW 5900-18000 ¢

quality 15 good and the radio can be ¢
played at a fairly loud volume
before distortion sets-in- With
earphones, the radio gives mono
output to the left earpiece only.
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Medium sized analogue portable radio
with FM, MW, LW and SW and a built-
In ac adaptor. The radio 1s confusingly
also badged with the name GX500. It 1s
a well-built radio with large rotary
tuning and volume controls - easy to
use even If you have weak or stiff
hands. The clear slide-rule tuning scale
has reasonably sized lettering. The LED
tuning indicator was little use on FM, it

%k ok ke

Very compact world band analogue
recewver. This radio 15 also sold by Tandy
as the Realistic DX-351 Simple and easy
to use controls. shde-rule tuming dial
works well. The FM telescopic aenal
rotates in only one plane. Stability
would have benefited from a lean-back
stand. FM reception sensitivity was
about the best that we found for this
size and type of radio. Useful LED

The Sony Shower Mate ICF S70 15 a
white battery powered portable for use
In showers or bathrooms. The radio 1S
splash resistant - not waterproof

The radio gwves reasonable reception on
FM and MW. The wire FM aerial needed
to be extended for good reception. A
rubber suction cup 1s provided to help
do this and to orientate the wire.
Reception was perfectly acceptable for

FM 87.5-108, MW 525-1605, LW 147-284

3 band analogue
portable with a bullt-
in ac adaptor This is
a solid-looking
radio, with large
easy to use controls
The slide-rule tuning
display s clear to read
and has the
approximate positions

of some national stations ready marked
Reception is fine for the stronger
stations. Loudspeaker volume s very
good and there 15 a high/low tone
switch Mono reception on earphones.
The RP15 1s a good basic household
radio

FM 87.6-107.5, LW 153-255, MW 5341-1602

This 1s a 3 band radio
with a built-in mains
adaptor. It 1s a medium
size portable about the
same size as the Sony
M50 RDS. It has a
simple slide-rule
display, with rotary
tuning, volume and
tone controls on the side

stayed It all the time. Better than
average FM reception - good for
stronger stations Earphone
reception was mono, left ear
only. The 100 mm speaker gives
good sound quality- sufficient to
cope with a noisy room. There s
a high/low tone switch. The
bottom line - a good value
household radio.

of the set A retractable carrying handle,
hinges back when the set 1s in use The
LED tuning indicator works well to show
the position of stronger stations and the
set itself shows average FM sensitivity.
Sound volume 15 good from the large
speaker Mono sound only from the
earphone socket

FM 87.5-108, LW 144-288, MW 520-1611, SW 7 bands

FM 87.5-108, LW 150-28, MW 530-1710, SW 9 Bands

tuning indicator. However
reception 1s still not as good as
a top quality digital PLL recewver.
Speaker and earphone sound
quality very good for its size,
although FM reception 1s mono
only. Roberts basic entry level
world band portable, and one
which we liked a lot.

Kk ok

stronger stations, but not sufficiently
good to find weak ones

A strap was also provided to enable the
radio to be hung in the shower. If it 15
left on, the radio automatically switches
off after about an hour to save the
batteries

FM 87.6-108, MW 530-1605
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analogue portables

ok ok

Very compact world band analogue
recewer. This radio 1s also sold by
Roberts as the R862. Simple and
easy to use controls. The shde-rule
B tuning dial works well. Generous
600mm telescopic aenal (for the
size of set) rotates in only one plane.
' Stability would have benefited from
a lean-back stand. FM reception
sensitivity was about the best that

The AE 3350 15 an analogue world

Y. band recever with - FM, MW, LW
b and 9 SW bands It has a good

layout with large rotary tuning

and volume controls that are easy

to use. | didn‘t like the ‘play’ that

FM 88-108, LW 150-281, MW 530-1710, SW 9 Bands. b

we found for this size and type of radio.
Useful LED tuning indicator. However
reception is still not as good as a top
quality digital PLL recewver. Speaker and
earphone sound quality very good its
size, although FM reception 1s mono
only. A useful world band portable, its
compact size make it ideal for use when
travelling.

FM 87.5-108, LW 149-283, MW 527-1606, SW 9 bands

operation. A carrying pouch was
included. The radio showed sensitive,
and better that average FM reception.
There was good sound from the small
speaker, but no FM stereo on
headphones.

Kk k

The RP 16 1s a 3 band analogue radio
with a built-in ac adaptor and presets.
This 1s a solid looking radio, with large
easy to use controls. The slide-rule
tuning display s clear and easy to read.
The 3 FM presets are set-up using 3
associated tuning knobs on the back of
the set. They are a little fiddly to set-up
However once they are set-up, the
presets are straightforward to use. Good

%k ke

Large analogue portable with a buiit-in
ac adaptor, 3 FM presets and short
wave. Solidly built radio with a nice feel
to the large controls and clear labelling
on the tuning dial. The 3 FM presets are
set by 3 separate tuning knobs - neatly
hidden away on the back of the set.
Operation of presets is by buttons on
the top of the set.

FM reception 1s good, with the radio

was in the tuning knob on the
model | tested. A shding on/off
switch acts as travel lock. A useful
lean-back stand enables stable

FM 87.5-108, MW 525-1605 , LW 147-284

reception for the stronger stations.
Loudspeaker volume 15
very good and there is a
high/low tone switch.
Mono reception on
earphones.

At £35 one of the
cheapest analogue

portables with presets. ROBERTS v+

FM 87.6-107.5, LW 153-255, MW 531-1602, SW 5950-18000 '

pulling-in some weaker
stations. The LED tuning
indicator works well.

Good sound volume from
the large 100 mm diameter
speaker. One of our top
choices if you are looking
for a large analogue
portable.

% dk ok

FM 88-108, MW 530-1710 + UHF 1-3 !
A very large portable radio with FM,

reception you need to use a screwdriver to
adjust the antenna connectors on the back
of the set. The same primitive terminals let
you connect an external AM, FM, or UHF
aenial. FM reception quality 1s good.
Excellent sound volume for a portable
radio from the huge speaker.
Recommended for its unique TV coverage.
Discontinued by Tandy in 1998 - but
possibly still available in some outlets.

MW and TV frequencies, but no long
wave. There are rotary treble, bass and
volume controls. TV channels are

i found on the UHF bands. Tuning to a

selecting the UHF band for the
required channel and tuning with the
slide-rule style display. If you are
switching from FM to UHF television
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The R871 15 an FM, MW, LW and SW
analogue recewver with a digital clock.
The clock includes useful alarm features,
and the same LCD display incorporates
a calender. The large controls are clearly
laid out. The tuning scale is large and
easy to read. We did notice on our
model that the calibration was a little
out; 102 9 appearing at about 104 on
the dial. However this 1s not unusual, as

¢ okkok

STEREO 12K e o s 410

This radio now comes in three types.
Original FPR2, FPR2S (solar assisted) and
FPR2SC (clear case with solar).

The radio operates from power
generated by a wind-up generator (up
to an hour from a 30 second wind), or
from power generated by the radios
solar cells. These work well in strong
sunlight. There 1s a slight sound while
the generator unwinds, but this ts only

*k
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The R760 1s a 3 band analogue radio
with FM, MW, LW This 1s one of
Roberts’ Classic range It has an all-wood
front. The rotary tuning and volume
controls, and push button band
selectors are all on the top of the radio
Reception quality 1s good and the set
easily picks up the stronger stations
Sound quality from the speaker 1s good,
with mono sound on earphones.

FM 87.5-108, LW 147-284, MW 525-1620, SW 15 bands '

many analogue tuning scales are
relatively inaccurate. A lean-back
stand allows stable operation of the
radio. A large backlit power button
shows that the radio is turned on.
Reception quality was good for all
the stronger stations. There was
good sound quality and volume
from the loudspeaker

FM 87.6-108, LW 153-279, MW 530-1602, SW 4750-21975

The ICF-SW 10 1s a compact particularly good for weaker ones. SW

analogue world band recewver. reception 1s fine for stronger stations.
Although 1t offers SW coverage, The average sound quality from the
there 1s no local/DX switch or speaker could have been improved by a
socket for an external AM aerial. tone control. Although Sony’s brochure

tuning indicator. FM reception is
good for stronger stations, but not

% Jk kok FM 88-108, MW 500-1700

noticeable when the radio’s volume 15
low. Reception 1s good for stronger
stations. Volume from the 102 mm
speaker 1s very good There 1s an
earphone socket. The main attraction of =
this radio s its unique wind-up power £
generator and solar power supply.
Available in a number of different
colours, with some models having
transparent cases.

FM 87.6-108, MW 530-1605, SW 4750-21750

The tuning knob felt too light and indicated that the radio has FM stereo
i had some play. It has a lean-back through earphones, the sound quahty
stand. The radio has a basic LED seemed ‘flat’ when we tested the radio.

Small cigarette packet-sized world band an alarm Average FM reception with a

radio with a hinging lild. Don’t confuse tuning indicator that works well to

this radio with the digital Sony SW show stronger stations. There is

100E, which looks similar, 1s also reasonable sound volume for the size of
cigarette-packet sized, but costs three loudspeaker. Mono sound on

times the price! Unlike the SW 100E earphones.

this set 15 analogue, and lacks long
wave coverage. It has no FM stereo and
no tone control. The clock shows on a
separate liquid crystal display and has

FM 87.5-108, MW 552-1620, LW 150-281
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Traditionally styled portable with
hardwood ends. One of Roberts’
‘Classic’ range. The radio picks-up FM,
MW and LW with an ac adaptor
included. Stable radio, with all controls
clearly labelied on the top of the radio.
The rotary tuning and volume controls
are smooth to operate, with a clearly
labelled shde-rule tuning dial The main
national stations were marked in their

* %

Large portable, traditionally styled with
hardwood ends 6 push-button presets -
(4 FM, 1 MW, 1 LW) We found the
presets tricky to set up Each preset
button has an assoctated tuning knob
that acts as a mimi frequency dial This is
used to find the frequency you want to
preset. It helps to have another radio
playing nearby so that when you find a
station you can check that 1t 1s the right

% %k *
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FM 87.5-108, MW 552-1620 , LW 150-281

approximate position on the dial. Push
buttons are used to select bands and
tone options Good FM sensitivity and
selectivity, we even picked up a few
weaker stations. Good sound from the
speaker, with mono FM reception on
earphones For £80 we felt that the
radio had imited features (and no
presets), but if you are prepared to pay
for the styling, the set s a good buy.

1950 styled portable with wood frame
and leather fimish and a choice of
colours - blue, red or green Underneath
the styling, the features and
performance are almost identical to
Roberts R757 Battery or mains
operation with ac adaptor included
Stable design, with all controls clearly
labelled on the top of the radio Smooth
to operate, and clearly labelled shide-rule

FM 87.5-108, MW 552-1620, LW 150-281

tuning dial. The main national stations
were marked in their approximate
position on the dial. Push-buttons select
bands and tone options. Rotary tuning
and volume knobs Good FM reception
and good sound from the speaker; with
mono FM reception on earphones Even
more expensive than the Roberts R757,
but again, if you are prepared to pay for
the styling, the set could be a good buy

FM 87.5-108, MW 552-1620, LW 150-281

one Reception is reasonable, but
limited tuning features make weaker
stations difficult to find Reception is
not as good as the Roberts R757 The
loudspeaker’s sound volume Is very
good. Sound only from the left
earphone Not the easiest presets to set-
up, but once they are programmed, the
radio 1s easy to use.

Large analogue 1950’ style portable,
with a wood frame and leather finish,
and a choice of colours - blue, red or
green. This is a larger version of the
Revival 250. Battery or mains operation
with an ac adaptor included. This 1s a
stable radio, with all controls on the top
of the radio. Controls are smooth to
operate, with a clearly labelled shde-rule
tuning dial. The main national stations

FM 87.5-108, MW 552-1620, LW 150-281 '

were marked in therr approximate
position on the dial. Push buttons to
select bands and tone options. Rotary
tuning and volume knobs. Good FM
reception. Very good volume from the
speaker, with mono FM reception on
earphones. If you are prepared to pay
for the styling, the set could be a good
buy.



The Realistic Radio with Clock 1s a PLL
portable with FM, MW, LW and a clock
with alarm features The Tandy
catalogue number 1s 12-9150. The 15
presets (5 FM, 5 MW and 5 LW) are
straightforward to set The radio comes
with simple but effective plastic
rectangle that ‘plugs’ into the back of
the radio and allows 1t to rechine The
auto seek tuning worked to pick out

A compact digital portable with short
wave Straightforward layout, although
the small lettering alongside the buttons
can be difficult to read Awful feel to
the volume sliding control The set is
not particularly stable, and would have
benefited from a back stand The clear
LCD display, shows either the frequency
or clock time The 20 presets, 5 for each
band were very simple to set-up and

* ¥k
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Digital portable radio with 15 presets
Although this radio had a solid well-
built feel and had clock and alarm
features, 1t lacked some basic features
that make life easier for the radio
Iistener There was no tone control, no
tuning indicator, and no auto seek
feature to help hunt-out the stronger
stations There were 5 presets on each
band FM reception was nothing to

ok ke

DIGITAL PORTABLE RADIOS

* ok FM 87.5-108, LW 146-281, MW 531-1602

strong stations FM reception quality 1s
poor for a PLL digital radio, with only
limited sensitivity and selectivity. The
small speaker has a tinny sound - with
mono reproduction on earphones A
very cheap digital portable, with very
limited performance

FM 87.5-108, MW 531-1602, LW 146-281, SW 5950-15600

use Auto seek tuning works well to
pick out stronger stations Reception
quality was fine for stronger stations
Reasonable sound qualty from the
loudspeaker We noticed a slight hiss
on FM stereo on earphones. It was
good to find that battenes and
earphones were included

The RX 200 is due to be replaced
by the RX 210.

FM 87.5-109, MW 533-1602

Sony’s cheapest digital portable
radio. This 1s a compact
Rportable with 15 presets, 10
FM, 5 MW The radio doesn't
have long wave The radio
uses a ‘Jog’ dial to tune up and
down the bands - this didn’t
seem as precise and easy to
control as a tuning knob or
up/down tuning buttons The key

protect system, found on many digital
Sonys, works to prevent settings being
accidentally changed, or as a travel lock
to prevent the radio being accidentaly
turned on. FM reception was fine for
stronger stations There was no tuning
indicator. Reasonable sound from the
speaker and mono sound in only the
left ear with earphones

FM 87.6-107.5, LW 153-279, MW 534-1602

write home about, good for strong
stations, but with a fair -
amount of interference
coming through on the
weaker ones. Loudspeaker
sound quality was good
Reception on earphones was
mono, left ear only.
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4 band, PLL digital radio to set-up. The radio has a built-in digital
with 5 presets for each clock, with alarm features. The auto-
band. This s a farrly seek tuning feature worked well, and
large portable with a reception was good for all the stronger
built-in ac adaptor. The  stations. There was good sound volume
controls are large and and qualty from the large speaker with
straightforward to use. tone control.

In particular the presets
were a very useful
feature, and were simple

gital portables

11 dekok ok FM 87.5-108, LW 144-288, MW 522-1611
Digital portable radio with 32 presets particularly well - 1t stored too many
‘ and built-in ac adaptor. Although weak stations - otherwise a well
Panasonic call this model the RF-3700 it designed radio. Clear LCD frequency
1s somewhat confusingly also badged display, easy to operate controls -
with GX700 in large letters. The radio tuning knob, presets and up/down
has 2 FM bands, MW and LW. The tuning buttons FM sensitivity better
benefit of 2 FM bands is that it gives an than average for this type of set
extra 8 presets for FM stations. Manual Good sound volume from the
memory setting works well, but the 100mm speaker with 2 position tone
auto memory feature didn’t work control. Mono sound on earphones
L] okokok ok FM 87.5-108, LW 153-279, MW 531-1602
This s a large portable with are easy to use. Tuning 1s by a Sony

28 presets and a built-in ac 'jog° style tuning knob, which 15

adaptor. It s a relatively straightforward to use. There i1s no
new addition to Sony’s tuning indicator. FM reception was
range that should sell well good Sound quality and volume were

 There are 7 presets on each good from the large loudspeaker. Mono
band, with 2 FM bands this reception on earphones.

. gives a total of 14 FM The radio comes in three versions.
presets. The large rotary 760L FM/MWALW, 7605 FM/SW/MW
tone and volume controls and 7605L FM/SWAW.

ok dok FM 87.5-108, LW 144-281, MW 522-1620 g
The R979 is an RDS portable, with PS sensitive than the Sony’s. In other
name, Clock Time, AF, Traffic reports words, at times the Sony would be

and EON. (See page 19 for an showing RDS programme names, when
explanation of RDS features.) The radio the Roberts wasn’t. The Roberts

has easy to use controls and a clear LCD  sounded better however, as it was
display. There are 10 presets for each of picking up less interference! The R979%

the bands - giving 30 1n all There s a auto scan worked well. There was a
built-in ac adaptor. useful alarm. The display also had a
| tested the R979 alongside the Sony backhight Good overall reception and
M50 RDS. The R979's RDS was less good sound volume.
o (L) %k k ok FM 87.5-108, LW 153-279, MW 532-1602 (

A RDS radio, with a built-in ac adaptor. presets, 5 allocated to each of the
If you're listening to an FM RDS station, bands, FM, MW and LW. They are

the radio display gives a station name simple to set and use. Reasonable
(eg 'B8C R4’) and auto switching to FM and AM reception. Loudspeaker
EON-linked stations when traffic sound volume 1s good, with mono
announcements occur. The clock can be reception on earphones. Shghtly
automatically updated by RDS time smaller than the Roberts R979
signals. The controls are easy to above. The lack of a scan feature to
operate, but we found the display search out stronger stations 1s a
difficult to read in some conditions. 15 drawback compared to the R979.
46 radio listener's guide




Small digital PLL portable with FM,
MW and 2 short wave bands. There
15 no long wave or tone control,
and only a very basic tuning
indicator. | didn‘t really like the feel
of the up/down tuning keys
mounted on the edge of the radio
A clock shows when the radio 15
turned off. A useful flap enables the
set to lean-back. FM auto seek

PHILIPS

_ — Asmall world band digital radio
I without long wave. It has 20 presets,

e f 5 FM, 5 MW and 10 SW. An LCD
‘- 1026 el  display shows the frequency selected,
§ d 2 o =

A as well the preset you have chosen.

! Auto seek works well, with an LED
tuning indicator showing when you
| have found a strong station. There 15
| no lean-back stand. A key lock
button, prevents settings from being

%k ok ok ok

The R881 1s a compact recewer and the
cheapest radio reviewed, with direct
keypad frequency entry. The 45
memories , 18 FM, 18 SW and 9 MW
were quick and easy to use. Auto scan
works well to find strong stations; or
you can use what is called the Auto
Preset System (APS) This is a useful
feature that finds and puts the strongest
18 FM or 9 MW stations into memory.

The Roberts R876 and R881 also have
this feature. The only drawback 1s that
operating APS erases your previous
presets The radio has an on-time,
sleep function and a dual time clock.
Sound quality was good, with stereo
on earphones. Reception was good on
both FM and AM. If the lack of long
wave doesn’t worry you, this radio 1s a
very good buy.

* %k

This 1s a basic world band radio with
presets, but lacking long wave It didn‘t
feel as solid as other Sony world band
radios. It was straightforward to operate
with good performance There was a 2
setting tone control switch  The radio
has 15 presets, 5 for each band. The
radio has a socket for an ac adaptor FM
reception was generally good, although
the small LED tuning indicator was not

much use. Speaker volume was
reasonable, with good FM stereo
reception on earphones.

1 okkok

A digrtal radio designed to look like an 5 from each band. Once set-up, it 1s

%

2

FM 87.5-108, MW 522-1710, SW 2300-26100 ¢

tuning only locks onto stronger stations
and scans slowly. There is an annoying
lag as the speaker cuts out for about
1.5 seconds every time you press the
tuning buttons. Reasonable reception
quality. Sound quality fine for a radio of
this size. Stereo sound on earphones
was very clear without any hiss The
radio comes with a carrying pouch and
earphones.

FM 87.5-108, MW 522-1620, SW 2300-7300 and 9500-26100

changed acadentally or the radio being
accidentally turned on. There 1s a clock
with alarm and sleep timer. Short wave
coverage 1s split into 2 chunks, so
check 1t doesn’t miss out your favourite
SW frequencies before you buy. The
radio had good sound for its size, and
gave FM stereo on earphones.
Discontinued. Only buy it if the
price is reduced.

FM 87.5-108, MW 520-1710, SW 2300-26100

FM 76-108, MW 531-1710, SW 3700-21950 U

FM 76-108, LW 150-285, MW 530-1602, SW 3850-26100

analogue set - even down to a dial
pointer consisting of a line on the liquid
crystal display! The pointer gives a fairly
rough position "on the dial’ but can be
difficult to read in strong hght. This is
backed up by a digital display showing
the frequency to the nearest 1kHz on
SW. We liked that the 20 memories can
be assigned to any wave band - not just

quick to scan through the presets.
Good sound qualty with a 2 setting
tone control. Straightforward to use,
with reasonable FM reception,
although the ‘mock’ analogue dial
seems a ittle pointless.
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*kkok FM 87.5-108, LW 144-353, MW 520-1710, SW 1711-30000

Philips top of the range world recever. working than many other world band
The radio comes with SW wire aerial, radios. The side mounted tuning

case and earplugs. The radio has a sold buttons were not to my liking, but that
\ feel, clearly labelled controls and a clear is probably just personal preference.

' display showing both frequency and Reception was good on FM, and

! time. The radio has a dual time clock noticeably better on AM than some
| and on-time function. | liked the other sets in this pnce band. Sound
4 memory presets. 40 memories could be quality was fine with stereo FM on
! allocated, mixed from any of the earphones.

PUILIDS

wavebands. This is a simpler way of

8y ek ok ke k FM 87.5-108, LW 150-519, MW 520-1710, SW 1711-29999 '
__ Multi-band PPL radio with 45 presets, the display can not be illuminated and
and one of the cheapest radios with that the indistinct ‘moulded’ lettening of
keypad frequency entry. Clear layout, the side switches 1s difficult to read. This

digital portables

|
J

1™ a nice feel to keys and easy to unfortunately 1s a feature on a large
| operate. Large and clear LCD number of both Roberts and Sony
frequency display. Tuming by tuning radios Very good overall reception
i knob, up/down buttons and presets. performance. Sound quality 1s very

*Standby’ or alarm function turns radio  good, with FM stereo on earphones.

| on at set time to either buzzer or Overall an excellent radio for general

radio The only real complaints are that listening.

K %k ok FM 87.5-108, LW 146-281, MW 531-1602

A rugged-looking digital radio with scans to the next strong station. 15
basic built-in cassette player/recorder presets, 5 on each band, operate via
and ac adaptor. Designed for people large yellow preset buttons labelled
who have visual or physical difficulties n - with raised dots. A clock shows
using normal radios Up/down tuning when the radio s off. The speaker
buttons are accompanied by an audio has good sound volume with a tone
tone which gets higher or lower control Well thought-out, and the
depending on whether you are moving best radio we have seen for anyone
up or down the wave band Press and with a visual handicap VAT can be
briefly hold the buttons and the radio reclaimed 1f you are registered disabled
Yokkkk M 87.5-108, LW 144-353, MW 520-1710, SW 1711-30000 $
Excellent PLL portable, now shows the time as well as frequency.

discontinued by Grundig in the Reception quality 1s excellent with good
UK, We've included 1, as it 1s still FM sensitvity. Loudspeaker sound
availlable overseas. Paperback book- quality 1s very good with a relatively
sized, with keypad entry of loud volume for the size of radio, and a
frequencies, tuning up/down buttons  mellower and more ‘bassy’ sound than
and 40 presets. Presets can be many quality world band portables. FM
programmed in any order and mixed stereo over earphones. Well worth
from the 4 wave bands. Operation 15 buying, if you spot one on your travels
straightforward and the display

FM 87.5-108, LW 153-513, MW 520-1710, SW 1715-29995 0

Compact digital PLL world band radio  feature if travelling, when you arnve at
with 45 presets. Although our picture  a new destination and want to quickly
says ‘NEW', this radio 1s due to be find the strongest stations. Good FM
superseded by the Roberts 876, reception and good audio quality for its
which 1s very similar but boasts more size. A good recewver, but given the
features. Compact size with controls choice, and both models at the same
that are straightforward to use. The price, | would choose the R876 instead
auto tuning system scans either the of this radio. Discontinued. Could be
FM, MW or LW bands putting the 9 a good buy if the price is reduced.
strongest signals into memory Useful
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Compact PLL digital world band receiver. A
good-looking radio with a nice feel to the
controls and with keypad frequency entry.
This radio is replacing the R617. | liked the
‘Auto-Tuning System’ which quickly puts
the strongest stations on FM, LW and MW
Into memory. ‘Memory scan’, scans
through the memories stopping for several
seconds at each one. Clock display can be
switched on and off while the radio s on -

L %kkkk FM87.5-108, LW 150-519, MW 520-1710, SW 1711-29999

A world band radio with a built-in
cassette player/recorder Made by
Sangean and sold abroad as the ATS-
818CS. This 1s the same radio as the
Roberts RC828 - but 1s £70 cheaper!
Note however, that the Roberts RC828
comes with an ac adaptor whereas the
DX 392 does not (An ac adaptor will
cost about £10.) This 1s a very large
radio, and 1s probably best suited for

Kok ok

FM 87.5-108, LW 153-513, MW 520-1710, SW 1711-29999

and displays when the radio is turned off.
Simple LED tuning indicator. Good
reception, with sensitive FM. Reasonable
sound from the small speaker. Excellent
sound through earphones The radio
comes with an auto switching ac
adaptor, earphones, SW washing line
type aenal and carrying pouch

home use, rather than for travelling. If
you need a very good quality short
wave radio, with a built-in cassette, plus
the ability to make basic one-event
timed recordings, this could be the radio
for you. Its main competitor, the Sony
ICF-SW 1000T (also with a built-in
cassette player) 1s less than a quarter the
weight, but costs £429. Good value if
you don‘t find 1ts size a problem.

sajqeysod jepbip

FM 87.5-108, LW 150-519, MW 520-1710, SW 1711-29999

1 skdkekokok

World band receiver with synchronous
detection. Good layout with clear
labelling of buttons and good LCD
frequency display. The clock (with timer)
displays when the radio 1s turned off.
The 22 presets are straightforward to
use, but a Iittle hmited in numbers for a
quality world band radio. Useful auto
tuning feature scans through the wave
band, stopping briefly at strong stations.

1 kekokokok

An extremely small world band radio
that is of particular appeal to travellers
Basically this is a high quality digrtal
short wave ‘Walkman'. The unit opens
like a laptop computer with the speaker
and display up top, and the keyboard
and controls on the base. 50 presets are
available. Despite its small size, (about
the size of a cigarette packet), the radio
boasts sophisticated technology

Very large digital multi-band PLL
world band recewver, with single
side-band. Everything about this
radio 15 on a large scale - from
the LCD frequency display, to the
control buttons and the speaker!
There are 9 presets on FM, MW,
LW and 18 on SW, although
serious SW listeners would

b probably like more. Very good SW

Very good reception on FM and
AM, and above average audio
quality from the loudspeaker,
with FM stereo on earphones. All-
in-all a good value receiver,
particularly for serous SW
Iisteners, and one of the cheapest
with synchronous detection.

including synchronous detection
Reception is very good for such a small
radio, but can be improved in weak
signal areas by running the radio on an
optional ac adaptor and active antenna
Loudspeaker sound quality was good
for its size. On earphones sound quality
was very good with FM stereo. A good
chotce for travelling short wave listeners
with £200 to spare

performance with the usual top of the
range tuning features, including a large
tuning knob and an AM RF gain control
knob. Sensitive FM reception. Sound
volume from the large speaker is very
good, with FM stereo on earphones.
Sold as RC828 with built-in cassette
player/recorder. (Check out the Tandy -
Realistic DX 392 above, which is the
same radio, plus cassette/recorder.)

FM 76-108, LW/MW/SW 150-29999 Q

FM 76-108, LW/MW/SW 150-29999 !
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The R861 15 a farrly large digital world

£t S
el AT o e

il compnse station name and clock

| time The useful auto tuning system
scans the FM, MW or LW bands
pumng the 9 strongest signals into
memory In signal strength priority.
306 presets: 261 SW, 18 FM, 18
MW, 9 LW There are preprogrammed

a0 C
- 3 SW stations and an editable SW

ital portables

* %k

m All the features of Roberts R827 plus a

'B built-in cassette player/recorder. This
is done at the expense of loudspeaker
size which is reduced in the RC828. This
radio 1s sold by Sangean as the ATS-
818, and badged in the UK by Roberts
and sold as the RC828. It 1s an very
good quality world band radio, with a
fairly bastc cassette recorder. (This radio
s also available in the UK from Tandy, as

the Reabstic DX 392, at only £150,
although this price does not
include a mains adaptor.)

. * %k ok

A sophisticated looking world
band radio, with many features to
interest sernous short wave listeners
but no synchronous detection. A
large LCD display dominates the
front of the radio, giving frequency,
time and signal strength
information. It is possible to give
preset stations an alphanumeric
name that shows on the display

Not reviewed

A high end world recever with a wide
variety of features to satisfy the
enthusiast. It can prove complex to
operate for the ‘technologically
challenged’! Many features to interest
senous short wave listeners including
synchronous detection. A built in timer
can control up to 5 events and can be
linked to a cassette recorder. Large
speaker and FM stereo on earphones.

¥k ok

- e World band radio with a built-in
stereo cassette recorder. The
first thing to say about this radio
15 how surpnisingly compact 1t is.
Unlike the Roberts RC 828 which
15 a substantial radio, this 1s a
marvel of miniaturisation.
However you pay for this in the
pnice of the set. Parts of the
cassette/recorder design look a

50 radio listener's guide

FM 87.5-108, LW 153-513, MW 520-1710, SW 1711-29999 te

station name display. The 3 alarm/on
times, can be programmed with 3
discrete frequencies. Line output and
standby sockets for tape recording
when linked to a suitable recorder. Very
good reception and relatively sensitive
RDS. Good sound from speaker, with 3
position tone control.

A good buy 1f you want a quality world
band recever with RDS.

FM 87.5-108, LW 150-519, MW 520-1710, SW 1711-29999 4t

FM 76-108, LW/MW/SW 150-29999 JU

The radio also boasts sophisticated
recording functions when coupled to a
suitable recorder. Very good overall
performance on AM and excellent
reception on FM. Good audio quality
with an unusual speaker design - the
sound is ducted to the front of the set
and out through a letterbox style
opening

FM 76-108, LW/MW/SW 150-29999 UU

FM 76-108, LWMW/SW 150-29999 '

Iittle fimsy. The radio has two
programmable on/off event times that
can be set to record programmes while
you are out. Excellent world band
recewer with good FM performance.
The loudspeaker gives reasonable audio
quality, with FM stereo on earphones.
The bottom line - a very good recewver,
unusual with its built in tape, - but you
pay a hefty price for the miniatunsation.



RADIO - BEST BUYS

THERE is no one radio that suits all needs, so we have picked our

favourites of various types.

Looking for a really small radio?
Inevitably when you miniaturise a radio you make
sacrifices. Small speakers offer limited volume.
Radios relying on their earphones lead as their FM
aerial, do not have such good FM reception as a
similar quality portable with a good telescopic
aerial.

For a tiny personal radio, choose between the
AIWA CR-AS55 £25, or the Philips AE6360 £25.
If you want a loud speaker as well, the Roberts
R 981 £30, is a good choice.

AIWA CR-AS55

For a slightly larger personal radio my choice
would be the Sony SRF 49. It is only £20, more
robust looking than the cigarette lighter sized
radios above, and has good reception. For a
personal digital radio, | liked the Roberts R972
£40, mainly because it is smaller than most other
personal digital sets and had a good system for
storing preset stations.

Cricket fans wanting long wave

If you are looking for a personal set with long
wave coverage, | would choose the Roberts R984
Sportsman £30. Although more expensive than
the Boots RX 45 Sport £10, it is more compact.

Looking for a compact portable?
If you are looking for a radio offering good
reception to use while travelling there is a wide
choice of both analogue and digital radios.

Top of my analogue list would be the Roberts
R862 £30 (also sold as the Tandy Realistic DX
351). The Philips AE 3350 £35, is also worth
considering.

Quality digital portables are more expensive than
analogue. If you want the smallest and best, look

Sony ICF-SW 100E

no
further than the
Sony ICF-SW 100E £200, pictured above.
However it is really only worth buying if you
intend to use its short wave capabilities.

The Roberts R881 £80, is compact, and crucially
for me, has direct keypad entry of frequencies.
Note however that it lacks long wave coverage.

Roberts R881

If you are looking for a cheaper compact

digital portable, you will have to sacrifice keypad
frequency entry. Sony’s ICF M260 £40, or ICF
M350L £50, are worth considering. Note however
that neither radio has short wave and the M260
also lacks long wave coverage.

Larger portables

If you are looking for a digital portable with good
performance, and full coverage of the wave
bands, my choice would be the Roberts R809.
At £100 it is more expensive than the Roberts
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RADIO - BEST BUYS

R881, but is still relatively cheap for a radio with
digital keypad frequency entry. This radio also
offers long wave coverage, whereas the Roberts
R881 does not.

If you are looking for a radio with very good
short wave performance and synchronous
detection, look at Sony’s ICF-SW 7600G £180.

Sony ICF-SW 7600G

A radio for use round the house
With good reception, sufficient volume to cut
through a noisy kitchen, a built-in mains adaptor,

and presets the Sony ICF M760 £55 is one of my

top choices.

Also worth considering are the Panasonic RF-
3700 £55, and Roberts R309 £50.

If you plan to use the radio when travelling,
consider buying a portable with RDS. There are
two to choose from: the Sony ICF M50 RDS L
£60, and the recently launched Roberts R979,
£60. { preferred the Roberts for its clearer display
and scan tuning.

Roberts R979

If you are a traditionalist and dislike the idea of a
digital set, the Sony ICF 990 £40, with 3 FM
presets is a good buy.
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Looking for a cheap radio?
Choose between the compact and solid looking
AIWA FR-C10 £13, the Sony ICF 390 £15, or
the Panasonic RF-544 £20.

AIWA FR-C10

If you have special needs

When looking at radios for people with special
needs, we considered the ease of tuning, the use
of presets, stability, and the overall ease of
operation.

Clarke and Smith Easiplay

Although expensive, Clarke and Smith’s
Easiplay £115, was our top choice for anyone
with a visual handicap. It is designed with unique
features to aid tuning, has easy to use presets
and looks robust

Other radios worth considering for those with
special needs are the Panasonic RF-3700 £55,
Sony ICF M760 £55, and Roberts R309 £50.
The Roberts RP 28 £100, was straightforward to
use once set up, but setting the presets was
difficult.




Try your corners

Thanks to assistance from the 1998
Radio Listener’s Guide | have pur-
chased a number of radios. With
one, the Roberts R861, | use the
supplied reel wire aerial and wrap
about ten turns round the telescop-
ic aerial to improve reception.

[t has led me to wondering if any
portables have the sensitivity or
selectivity (at least on FM) of a good
quality digitally tuned car radio. | have an

own brand RDS car radio in my Ford Fiesta that
can pick up a distant (over 50 miles away) local
station. Even a good portable like the R861 seems
unable to do this, with the distant local station
swamped by a stronger nearby one. | have serious-
ly contemplated buying a second-hand RDS car
radio, rigging it up to a 12 volt supply and car aer-
ial, just to use it in the house! Now there’s a thing,
what about a review of car radios in the next
issue?

| have also found that if | am just using any of my
radios with telescopic aerials, that distant stations
are not really best received by having the radio at
a window. Best reception is actually in a corner of
the room, which if | could follow the corner out-
side, is nearest in line with the transmitter. If you
haven't tried your corners you should!

For television | have an 18 element group B aerial
clamped to an old wooden standard lamp pole. It
works well, but takes up quite a bit of space in the
flat. Needless to say I'm not married! What part-
ner would want to have an 18 element group B
aerial crossing over and above the bed? Perhaps if
it had only been a group C/D with its shorter ele-

Jim Howison
Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire

Pirates

How about doing an article on pirate radio in the
UK? | know you'd have to be careful about what
you write, but [ feel that the dance music scene
wouldn’t be where it is today without the help of
the illegal pirates. For instance, while all the
licensed stations were playing ‘cheesy chart’, the
pirates were giving air-play to all the experimental
stuff that people were creating in their small bed-
room-studios, and also playing a lot of the US
imports.

LETTERS

The BBC have finally woken up to this
by making their weekend evening
shows, mainly dance orientated,
and local stations such as Kiss,
Choice, Galaxy, Vibe and Surf 107
are doing the same. But while
enjoyable, the licensed stations will
never have the same "underground’
atmosphere that the illegal pirates
had and indeed stili have today.

Ben Cleary

Hayling Island, Hampshire

interference problems

| have several radio receivers, dating from the
nineteen thirties to date. Due to various illnesses |
have had very little sleep for many years now and
use a Sony PLL receiver, the ICF 2001D, which with
the appropriate aerial system can pick up just
about any station that is operating.

A few months ago | lost the use of about twenty
stations on the medium wave (AM) band.
Subsequent enquiry found that the next door
neighbour had upgraded her computer to access
the internet, and was now producing large doses
of interference, which was penetrating two six
inch thick concrete walls, and wiping out most of
my AM reception.

| bought some large sheets of aluminium foil and
‘papered’ the wall around my bed. When earthed
to the nearest water pipe, reception was restored.
[ wonder if any of your readers have had this type
of interference and what remedy they used?

WP Moran

Epsom, Surrey

News from Lake Wobegon

On the subject of satellite, | thought that you
would be interested to know that Garrison Keillor's
show, A Prairie Home Companion is carried by
‘National Public Radio Worldwide' on the Astra
satellite. You can hear it, and all the news from
Lake Wobegon on Sunday mornings at eleven
o'clock.

James Main

Bristol

Letters do not necessarily express the views of the
editior, and may be edited for publication.

radiolisteners quide 53



BBC FM RADIO IN ENGLAND

Use the map on page 56 to locate your nearest main transmitter. These are printed in bold below and
listed alphabetically. Tune your radio to the relevant frequency. If reception is poor, either retune to a
nearby relay station (also listed alphabetically), or to another main station. (All Frequencies in MHz)

Radio Radio Radio Radio POL Power
Transmitter 1 2 3 4 max ERP kW
Belmont 98.3 88.8 90.9 93.1 M 16.000
Chatton 99.7 90.1 923 94.5 M 5.600
Holme Moss 98.9 89.3 91.5 93.7 M 250.000
Les Platons (Channel Islands) 97.1 89.6 91.1 94.8 M 16.000
Manningtree 97.7 88.1 90.3 92.5 M 5.000
North Hessary Tor 97.7 88.1 90.3 92.5 M 160.000
Oxford 99.1 89.5 91.7 93.9 M 46.000
Peterborough 99.7 90.1 92.3 94.5 M 40.000
Pontop Pike 98.1 88.5 90.7 92.9 M 134.000
Redruth 99.3 89.7 91.9 94.1 M 25.000
Ridge Hill 98.2 88.6 90.8 93.0 M 10.000
Rowridge 98.2 88.5 90.7 92.9 M 250.000
Sandale (also Scotland) 97.7 88.1 90.3 92.5 M 250.000
Sutton Coldfield 97.9 88.3 90.5 92.7 M 250.000
Swingate 99.5 90.0 92.4 94.4 M 11.000
Tacolneston 99.3 89.7 91.9 94.1 M 250.000
Wenvoe (also Wales) 99.5 899 92.1 94.3 M 250.000
Winter Hill 98.2 88.6 90.8 93.0 M 4.000
Wrotham - 89.1 91.3 935 M 250.000
Wrotham 98.8 - - - M 125.000
Andover 99.0 89.3 91.5 93.7 \% 0.200
Axe Valley 99.1 89.5 91.7 939 \% 0.080
Barnoldswick 99.3 89.7 91.9 94.1 \% 0.020
Barnstaple 98.1 88.5 90.7 929 M 1.000
Basingstoke 99.7 90.1 923 94.5 \% 0.200
Bath 98.6 89.0 91.2 93.4 M 0.082
Beacon Hill 98.4 88.7 909 93.1 \% 1.000
Beecroft Hill 99.4 89.8 92.0 94.2 \% 0.200
Berwick-upon-Tweed 98.2 88.6 90.8 93.0 Vv 0.025
Bexhill 99.2 88.2 92.2 94.6 \ 0.100
Bilsdale 98.6 89.0 91.2 93.4 \% 5.000
Blunsdon 98.6 89.0 91.2 93.4 \ 0.200
Bow Brickhill 98.2 88.6 90.8 93.0 M 10.000
Bridport 98.7 89.1 91.3 93. \ 0.200
Brighton (Whitehawk Hill) 99.7 90.1 92.3 94.5 M 0.600
Buxton 99.6 90.0 92.2 94.4 M 0.100
Calne 97.8 88.2 90.4 92.6 \% 0.032
Cambridge (Madingley) 98.5 88.9 911 93.3 M 0.260
Caterham 99.3 89.7 91.9 94.1 \% 0.015
Chalford 98.8 89.2 91.4 93.6 \% 0.100
Chard 98.5 88.9 91.1 93.3 \ 0.033
Chesterfield 98.6 89.0 91.2 934 \% 0.400
Chippenham 98.4 88.8 91.0 93.2 \ 0.010
Churchdown Hill 98.6 89.0 91.2 93.4 M 0.072
Cirencester Town 97.7 88.1 90.3 92.5 \ 0.010
Combe Martin 98.7 89.1 91.3 93.5 \% 0.004
Cornholme 99.3 89.7 91.9 94.1 \% 0.020
Crystal Palace 98.5 88.8 91.0 93.2 \% 4.000
Darwen 99.1 89.5 91.7 939 \% 0.010
Douglas (Isle of Man) 98.0 88.4 90.6 92.8 M 11.000
Egford Hill (Frome) 98.7 89.1 91.3 93.5 \ 0.060
Fenham 99.4 89.8 92.0 94.2 \% 0.042
Folkestone 98.3 88.4 90.6 93.1 \ 0.100
Gogwell 99.2 89.6 91.8 94.0 \% 0.300
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BBC FM RADIO IN ENGLAND

Radio Radio Radio Radio POL Power
Transmitter 1 2 3 4 max ERP kW
Grantham 97.7 88.1 90.3 925 \ 0.050
Guildford 97.7 88.1 90.3 925 M 3.000
Haslingden 99.5 89.9 92.1 94.3 v 0.083
Hastings 97.7 89.6 91.8 94.2 M 0.500
Hebden Bridge 98.0 88.4 90.6 92.8 \ 0.025
Hemdean (Reading) 99.4 89.8 92.0 94.2 v 1.000
High Wycombe 99.6 90.0 92.2 94.4 M 0.050
Holcombe Down 99.0 894 91.6 938 \ 0.100
Hutton 99.0 894 91.6 93.8 \ 0.040
Idle 98.1 88.5 90.7 92.9 \ 0.025
lichester Crescent 98.9 89.3 915 93.7 M 1.300
Isles of Scilly 98.4 88.8 91.0 93.2 M 0.060
Ivybridge 99.5 899 92.1 94.3 \ 0.050
Keighley 98.5 889 91.1 933 \ 1.000
Kendal 98.6 89.0 91.2 93.4 M 0.100
Kenley 98.0 884 90.6 928 \ 0.025
Keswick Forest 99.2 89.6 91.8 94.0 H 0.030
Kingswear 99.4 89.8 92.0 94.2 \ 0.005
Luddenden 98.3 88.7 909 931 \ 0.084
Ludlow 99.2 89.6 91.8 94.0 M 0.010
Lyme Regis 99.3 89.7 919 941 \ 0.050
Marlborough 99.7 90.1 92.3 94.5 \ 0.100
Membury 984 88.9 91.1 933 \ 0.125
Mickleham 99.3 89.7 919 941 \ 0.025
Minehead 98.6 89.0 91.2 934 \ 0.010
Morecambe Bay 99.6 90.0 92.2 94.4 M 10.000
Nailsworth 97.8 88.2 90.4 92.6 \ 0.100
Newbury 97.8 88.2 90.4 92.6 \ 0.100
Newhaven 99.3 89.7 91.9 941 M 0.100
Newton 99.0 894 91.6 938 \ 0.100
Northampton 98.5 88.9 91.1 93.3 M 0.123
Okehampton 98.3 88.7 90.9 931 M 0.070
Oliver's Mount 99.5 89.9 92.1 94.3 M 0.250
Penaligon Downs 98.4 88.8 91.0 93.2 \ 0.200
Pendle Forest 97.8 90.2 92.6 94.6 M 1.000
Plympton 98.1 88.5 90.7 929 \ 0.040
Romaldkirk 99.1 89.5 91.7 939 \ 0.200
Saddleworth 99.3 89.8 919 941 \ 0.095
Salcombe 99.1 89.5 91.7 939 \ 0.250
Salisbury 994 89.8 92.0 94.2 \ 0.020
Sheffield 995 89.9 92.1 94.3 M 0.320
St Just 97.9 88.3 90.5 92.7 \ 0.125
St Thomas (Exeter) 98.6 89.0 91.2 93.4 M 0.055
Stanton Moor 994 89.8 92.0 94.2 M 1.200
Todmorden 98.5 889 91.1 933 \ 0.100
Ventnor 99.0 89.4 91.7 938 M 0.048
Walsden South 98.0 88.4 90.6 92.8 \ 0.010
Weardale 99.3 89.7 91.9 94.1 M 0.180
Wensleydale 979 88.3 90.5 92.7 M 0.054
Westwood 97.9 88.3 90.5 92.7 \ 0.050
Weymouth 99.6 90.0 92.2 94 .4 \ 0.130
Whalley 99.2 89.6 91.8 94.0 \ 0.010
Wharfedale 98.0 884 90.6 92.8 M 0.040
Whitby 99.2 89.6 91.8 94.0 M 0.100
Whitehaven 99.3 89.7 91.9 94.1 \ 0.100
Windermere 97.9 88.3 90.5 92.7 M 0.064
Woolmoor 99.6 90.2 922 94.4 \ 5.000

* transmitters or frequencies marked with an asterisk (*) are proposed, but are not yet in service
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BBC FM RADIO IN SCOTLAND

To find a station, first use the map to locate the nearest main transmitter. These are printed in bold and
listed alphabetically. Tune your radio to the relevant frequency. If the reception is poor, either retune to
a nearby relay station (also listed alphabetically), or to another main station. (All Frequencies in MHz)

Radio Radio Radio Radio Radio Radio Nan Power kW
Transmitter 1 2 3 4 Scotland Gaidheal Pol maxerp
Ashkirk 98.7 89.1 91.3 1039 93.5t - M 50.000
Black Hill 99.5 89.9 92.1 95.8 943 - M 250.000
Black Hill - - - - - 104.7 M 10.000
Bressay (Shetlands) 97.9 88.3 90.5 94.9 92 .7a0z - M 43.000
Darvel 99.1 89.5 91.7 104.3 93.9 - M 10.000
Eitshal 99.4 89.8 92.0 95.1 94.2h 104.3 \ 2.000
Forfar 97.9 883 90.5 94.9 92.7 - M 17.000
Fort William 98.9 89.3 91.5 95.9 93.7h 104.2 M 3.000
Keelylang Hill (Orkneys) 98.9 89.3 91.5 95.9 93.7a0 - M 41.000
Meldrum 98.3 88.7 90.9 95.3 93.1a - M 150.000
Melvaig 98.7 89.1 91.3 95.7 93.5h 103.9 M 50.000
Rosemarkie 99.2 89.6 91.8 103.6 94.0h 104.9 M 20.000
Rumster Forest 99.7 90.1 92.3 104.5 94.5h - M 10.000
Sandale 97.7 88.1 90.3 92.5 94.7d - M 250.000
Ardgour 98.3 88.7 90.9 95.1 93.1h 104.9 H 0.050
Ballachulish 97.7 88.1 90.3 94.7 92.5h 103.7 M 0.050
Ben Gullipen 98.3 88.7 90.9 104.9 93.1 - \ 1.000
Bowmore 97.7 88.1 90.3 95.7 92.5h(m)  103.6(m) \ 0.080
Cambret Hill 98.3 88.7 90.9 95.3 93.1d - M 0.128
Campbeltown 98.0 88.4 90.6 95.2 92.8 - M 0.800
Clettraval 97.7 88.1 90.3 95.1 92.5h 103.7 \ 2.000
Craigkelly - - - - - 1041 \ 5.000
Crieff 98.9 89.3 91.5 95.3 93.7 - \ 0.125
Daliburgh 98.9 89.3 915 95.9 93.7h 104.2 \ 1.000
Durris 99.0 894 916 95.9 93.8a - M 2.100
Eyemouth 99.3 89.7 919 104.6 94.1t - \ 0.100
Fort Augustus 98.2 88.6 90.8 95.2 93.0h 104.7 v 1.000
Girvan 98.5 88.9 91.1 95.3 93.3 - \ 0.100
Glengorm 99.1 895 91.7 96.1 93.9h 103.5 M 5.000
Grantown 99.4 89.8 92.0 104.2 94.6h - M 0.690
Innerleithen 99.1 89.5 91.7 96.1 93.9t - M 0.020
Kingussie 98.7 89.1 91.3 95.7 93.5h - M 0.064
Kinlochleven 99.3 89.7 919 956 94.1h 104.4 M 0.010
Kirkconnel 98.3 88.7 90.9 95.3 93.1 - M 0.040
Kirkton Mailer 98.6 89.0 91.2 104.5 93.4 - M 0.964
Knock More 97.8 88.2 90.4 94.8 92.6h - M 0.500
Lethanhill 979 883 90.5 949 92.7 - M 0.200
Lochgilphead - 88.3 90.5 - 92.7 97.9(m) H 0.010
Mallaig 97.7 88.1 90.3 94.7 92.5h 104.3 M 0.040
Millburn Muir 97.9 883 90.5 104.1 92.7 - M 0.050
Ness of Lewis 97.9 88.3 90.5 96.1 92.7h 104.9 \ 0.200
Oban 98.5 889 91.1 95.3 93.3h 104.6 M 3.600
Peebles 98.0 884 90.6 95.0 92.8t - M 0.020
Penicuik 98.2 88.6 90.8 95.5 98.0 104.4 \ 0.200
Penifiler 97.7 88.1 90.3 96.1 92.5h 104.3 M 0.010
Pitlochry 98.8 89.2 914 1039 93.6 - H 0.200
Port Ellen 98.6 89.0 91.2 94.7 93.4h(m)  104.9(m) \ 0.065
Rosemount 99.2 89.6 91.8 95.5 94.0 - \ 0.032
Rosneath 98.8 89.2 91.4 103.8 93.6 - M 0.032
Rothesay 98.1 88.5 90.7 95.1 929 - M 0.570
Skriaig 98.1 88.5 90.7 94.8 92.9h 104.7 M 30.000
South Knapdale 98.9 89.3 91.5 95.6 93.7 104.8(m) M 2.200
Strachur 98.2 88.6 90.8 95.1 93.0 104.2(m) M 0.018
Stranraer 99.3 89.7 91.9 103.6 94.1d - \ 0.031
Tullich 99.7 90.1 923 104.5 94.5a - M 0.042
Ullapool 97.9 88.3 90.5 96.1 92.7h 104.9 \ 0.050
West Kilbride 98.7 89.1 91.3 103.5 935 - \ 0.050
Radio Scotland opt-out services carry local programmes at various times during the day. For programme details see
‘Radio Times' a Aberdeen, d Dumfries, h Inverness, 0 Orkney, t Selkirk, z Shetland (m) mono
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The changing fac

broadcasting

A YEAR which saw independent radio celebrating
its 25th anniversary, also saw two of the national
commercial networks change hands. Virgin Radio
was sold by Richard Branson to Chris Evans’
Ginger Group, and Talk Radios owners CLT, have
just agreed the sale of the station to a consortium
headed by Kelvin MacKenzie.

The year, has also seen considerable change within
BBC networks, but it has been changes at Radio 4
which have provoked the most controversy in
1998.

This is of particular concern to VLV, who are con-
cerned that if the BBC’s flagship network cannot
maintain the loyalty of its audience, the pressure
will be on BBC managers to cut its funding. This
could lead to a switch of resources from radio to
television, especially as competition explodes in
the digital future. It is also particularly worrying
because the debate on the future of the BBC
licence fee starts in earnest in 1999. Although the
previous Government renewed the BBC Charter
for ten years, it only guaranteed the licence fee for
five - until 2001,

The previous Tory government wanted the BBC to
move from the licence fee to subscription TV for
its funding as recommended by the Peacock
Committee in 1986, with the present Government
wanting the BBC to supplement its income by
increasing its commercial sales abroad. Both of
these place the BBC at risk and neither will help
BBC Radio which is totally dependent on the
licence fee for its income.

In the past ten years we have seen BBC Radio
income fall from about a third to about a quarter
of the licence fee revenue although with the new
bi-media working it is hard to be precise about fig-
ures. Without the licence fee there will be no BBC
Radio as we know it and every radio listener
should be taking an interest in these issues and
actively involved in debating on them.

Other areas where VLV has been active are BBC
local radio and the World Service.

BBC Local Radio continues, despite continual cut-
backs and lack of proper recognition from senior
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Jocelyn Hay looks at 1998, a year that
saw major changes in almost all the
national networks.

management, to play a unique role in local com-
munity life, and the promotion of its Managing
Director, Mark Byford, to Chief Executive at the
World Service does not bode well for its future.

At international level the World Service does an
equally important job in promoting British interests
abroad. The World Service has seen traumatic
change following a brutal restructuring of its man-
agement two years ago. The abrupt departure in
September of its Managing Director, Sam Younger,
who had steered the Service through those diffi-
cult days, belies reassurances that things were
improving, and we can only hope that Mark
Byford will have the strength to reverse its for-
tunes, and the cut in its Government grant.

Voice of the Listener and Viewer continues to fight
to ensure that BBC Radio gets the funding and
resources it needs to meet its remit and serve its
audiences.

Despite the higher profile and resources thrown at
television, more than eight out of ten people con-
tinue to listen to radio. Without the richness and
diversity of the programmes provided by the BBC
at national, local and international level, both we
the listeners and British cultural and community
life would be all the poorer.

Voice of the Listener and Viewer (VLV) is an inde-
pendent, non profit making organisation, repre-
senting the citizen's and consumer’s voice in
broadcasting. Originally founded as Voice of the
Listener, VLV is concerned with the issues, institu-
tions, structure and funding that underpin the
British broadcasting system. VLV does not handle
complaints.

Join the VLV

Voice of the listener and Viewer (VLV) is the only
consumer body speaking for listeners and viewers on a
full range of broadcasting issues. Membership costs
£12.50 annually. For full details and a free information
pack, contact Anne Liek, Membership Secretary, VLV,
101 Kings Drive, Gravesend, Kent DA12 58Q.

Tet: 01474 352835 Email viv@btinternet.com
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Virgin Radio
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This map shows Talk Radio transmitter
sites and the best frequency to tune to in
given areas. Talk's coverage is not
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The map is intended for quick reference -
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Talk Radio frequency information on
page77.
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.continued from page 18

Green, paid to watch all those football matches
and let us know just exactly what he thinks about
them.

But you've got to rise above these things, and |
can, you know. After all, the great thing about
radio, the thing they always say, and why it is such
a companion, is that it’s there whatever you're
doing - you're not beholden to it.

So, if I'm out on my bike on a Saturday afternoon,
there's the radio in the rucksack, keeping me up
with how Burnley are going on: - usually telling
me that " the Clarets have got a mountain to
cimb”: it’s that feeling of being in it together |
like.

Or I'll make the tea and get a decent rundown on
the news, not built around whatever irrelevant pic-
tures might happen to be available. Not, mind
you, that TV's paranoia about taking too much
audience knowledge for granted hasn't spread to
radio. Discussion of a three-second air miss over
Heathrow, on Radio 4's 6 O'Clock bulletin, was
illuminated by the following explanation: “this is
three seconds, beep. . . beep. . . beep.”

Or Saturday night pot-washing and other chores
will be brightened by the acute political commen-
tary of 5 Live's Treatment. Take, for example, the
suggestion during the 1998 party conference sea-
son that the difference between a supermarket
trolley and a Labour MP was that more food and
drink could be crammed into the MP, instantly
trumped by host Stuart Maconie’s counter-sugges-
tion that the trolley has a mind of its own.

At sleepytime I'll put on the ‘bedman’ in deference
to my wife and drift off to a play I've recorded ear-
lier; preferably one of those Radio 3 ones with
wizzo stereophonic ambient sounds and no plot,
so it doesn't keep me awake. Sadly for marital
relations, the whirring of the tape makes at least
as much noise as John Peel playing the Fall on the
biggest radio in the house, but it’s the thought
that counts . . .isn't it?

And when I've done all that and finally get around
to meeting that deadline for the Radio Listener's
Guide piece, there's Peter Young’s late show on
Jazz FM keeping me going.

It's all there - something for every occasion. More
for that brain-dead, middle of the road rock occa-
sion than any other, admittedly, but if you know
where to look, you're okay.

And radio still has that ability to surprise you with

the discovery that you are, after all, capable of
being interested in the bygone correspondence of
the second Lord Wotsisname’s pantry-maid, or of
being hit between the eyes by a new record
(catching the infection, perhaps, from Jazz FM’s
Mike Chadwick - ‘blown away' by The Chaff and
the Grain, a new jazz recording by Clint
Eastwood’s son). | remember our Kirsty becoming
a lifelong devotee of King St Junior (Radio 4's
lighthearted staffroom drama) at the age of about
6 just because it came on after the younger-tar-
geted story we had expected her to like.

Which all means there’s a feast of good stuff on
the radio. And more choice on the way in the
brave new world of digital broadcasting. Choices
about choices about choices, from what they're
saying - between the news as presented by Jeremy
Paxman, Ken Dodd or Marcel Marceau, for all |
know. Just as long as it doesn’t lose us the quality.

We need to make sure we value what we've got.

Whether you're sticking with the one station
through thick and thin, or you're flicking through
this Guide to see what you can find, or you're let-
ting the contours of your local landscape do all
that for you, make sure you're enjoying it.
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BBC FM RADIO IN WALES

To find a station, first use the map to locate the nearest main transmitter. These are printed in bold and
listed alphabetically. Tune your radio to the relevant frequency. If the reception is poor, either retune to
a nearby relay station (also listed alphabetically), or to another main station. (All Frequencies in MHz)

Radio Radio Radio Radio Radio Power kw
Transmitter 1 2 3 4 Cymru POL max erp
Blaenplwyf 98.3 88.7 90.9 104.0 93.1 M 250.000
Haverfordwest 98.9 89.3 915 104.9 93.7 M 20.000
Llanddona 99.4 89.8 92.0 103.6 942 M 21.000
Llangollen 98.5 88.9 91.1 933 104.3 M 15.600
Wenvoe 99.5 89.9 92.1 94.3 96.8 M 250.000
Aberdare 98.8 89.2 91.4 104.7 93.6 M 0.042
Abergavenny 98.3 88.7 90.9 93.1 103.5 M 0.040
Abertillery 98.6 89.0 91.2 934 104.3 \Y 0.010
Betws-y-Coed 97.8 88.2 90.4 104.9 92.6 M 0.050
Blaenavon 98.1 88.5 90.7 92.9 104.0 \Y 0.010
Brecon 98.5 88.9 91.1 104.7 93.3 M 0.020
Carmarthen 98.5 889 91.1 95.5 93.3 M 0.007
Carmel 98.0 884 90.6 104.6 92.8 M 3.200
Clyro 99.8 88.1 90.2 104.9 92.4 \ 0.010
Conwy 98.7 89.1 91.3 1044 935 \Y 0.050
Croeserw 98.6 89.0 91.2 103.6 934 \Y 0.010
Cwmafan 98.1 88.5 90.7 929 104.5 \Y 0.010
Deiniolen 97.7 88.1 90.3 104.1 925 \ 0.050
Dolgellau 99.7 90.1 92.3 103.6 94.5 M 0.050
Ebbw Vale 98.0 884 90.6 92.8 104.6 M 0.020
Ferndale 99.2 89.6 91.8 94.0 104.9 \Y 0.010
Ffestiniog 97.7 88.1 90.3 103.5 92.5 M 0.190
Kilvey Hill 99.1 89.5 91.7 104.2 939 M 0.925
Llandecwyn 99.0 894 91.6 93.8 104.9 \ 0.100
Llandinam 99.7 90.1 92.3 94.5 96.1 M 0.035
Llandrindod Wells 98.7 89.1 913 103.8 93.5 M 2.800
Llandyfriog 99.7 90.1 92.3 1044 94.5 M 0.087
Llanfyllin 98.7 89.1 913 93.5 95.7 M 0.014
Llangeinor 98.2 88.6 90.8 93.0 104.6 \ 0.010
Llanidloes 97.7 88.1 90.3 104.8 92.5 M 0.050
Llanrhaeadrym-Mochnant  99.4 89.8 92.0 94.2 103.8 M 0.050
Liwyn-Onn 979 88.3 90.5 104.8 92.7 \ 0.200
Llyswen 99.2 89.6 91.8 104.4 94.0 \ 0.010
Long Mountain 99.2 89.6 918 94.0 103.6 M 0.050
Machynlieth 99.0 894 91.6 103.6 93.8 M 0.200
Mynydd Pencarreg 99.3 89.7 91.9 103.7 94.1 M 0.384
Ogmore Vale 98.8 89.2 914 93.6 103.7 \ 0.010
Penmaen Rhos 98.0 884 90.6 104.6 92.8 \ 0.100
Pennar 99.1 895 91.7 939 103.7 \ 0.005
Pontypool 98.8 89.2 914 104.8 93.6 M 0.050
Porth 98.0 884 90.6 92.8 104.5 \ 0.010
Rheola 97.8 88.2 90.4 104.8 92.6 \ 0.010
Rhymney 98.9 89.3 ° 91.5 93.7 104.9 \Y 0.020
Ton Pentre 98.4 88.8 91.0 104.3 93.2 M 0.005
Varteg Hill 98.5 88.9 91.1 103.5 93.3 M 0.048

Radio Wales

Blaenavon 95.1 \Y 0.010
Christchurch 959 M 0.500

New Radio Wales frequencies are due in 1999. Llandonna 94.4, Wrexham Rhos 95.4, Kilvey Hill 93.9,
Wenallt 103.9 and Carmel 95.1.

*  transmitters or frequencies marked with an asterisk (*) are proposed, but are not yet in service
radiolisteners guide 71




BBC FM RADIO IN N. IRELAND

A main / high power transmitter

@ relay/low power transmitter

W A ) A ’jBrz-allycastPer

Londonderry Limavady

Larne @, \
Carnmoney Hill | (
A’ ‘
Divis' \ 3
Brougher
Mountain @Camlough
Rostrevor Forest '
o @ Kilkeel (A
Radio Radio Radio Radio Radio Power kW
Transmitter 1 2 3 a4 Ulster POL Max erp
Brougher Mountain 99.0 89.4 91.6 95.6 93.8 M 9.800
Divis 99.7 90.1 92.3 - 94.5 M 250.000
Divis - - - 96.0 - M 125.000
Limavady 99.2 89.6 91.8 94.0 95.4 M 3.400
Londonderry 98.3 88.7 90.9 - 93.1f M 31.000
Londonderry - - - 949 S M 10.000
Ballycastle 98.4 88.8 91.0 93.2 95.1 M 0.100
Camlough 98.3 88.7 90.9 104.6 93.1 M 4.000
Carnmoney Hill 98.4 88.8 91.0 93.2 95.3 \Y 0.020
Kilkeel 99.0 89.4 91.6 103.9 93.8 M 0.200
Larne 98.7 89.1 91.3 103.5 93.5 M 0.032
Rostrevor Forest 97.9 88.3 90.5 103.9 92.7 M 0.040

Radio Ulster opt-out services carry local programmes at various times during the day.
For programme details see 'Radio Times'. f Radio Foyle

72  cadiolisteners guide




Radio Telefis Eireann (RTE) is the
statutory corporation for the Irish
Republic.

In England and Wales, RTE broadcasts are usually
best heard on the medium wave band, with the
strongest reception found in the west and south
west. Tel: 00 353 (1) 2083111

RTE Radio 1...broadcasts current affairs type
programmes, chat shows, and music.
2FM...broadcasts mainly pop music. News is
broadcast on the hour.

FM 3 and Radio Na Gaeltachta...share the same
frequencies. FM 3 broadcasts predominantly
classical music Radio Na Gaeltachta opts-out, with
programmes for Irish speaking communities.

Atlantic 252

Independent station owned by CLT and RTE: based
near Dublin. Broadcasts pop music 24 hours a day
to the UK on 252 kHz (LW) from its S00kW

RTE FM Transmitters RADIO 1 2FM
MAIN TRANSMITTERS (Frequencies in MHz)
Clermont Carn 95.2 97.0
Holywell Hill 89.2 91.4
Kippure 89.1 91.3
Maghera 88.8 91.0
Mount Leinster 89.6 91.8
Mullaghanish 90.0 92.2
Three Rock 88.5 90.7
Truskmore 88.2 90.4

RTE medium wave transmitters Frequency (kHz)
Radio 1 (Tullamore) 567
Radio 1 (Cork Local Radio) 729
2FM (Athlone) 612
2FM (Cork/Cork Local) 1278
2FM (Dublin) 1278

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND

transmitter. In Britain, coverage is best in the South
West of England and Wales.

Tel : 00 353 46 36655

Independent Radio and TV Commission

The IRTC supports approximately 40 low power
local FM stations. Space prevents us listing the full
details here. IRTC Tel: 00 353 (1) 760966

Listening in the UK
Your best bet for listening on radio if you are
outside Ireland, is RTE Radio 1 on medium wave.
Transmission on 567kHz from the 500 kW
transmitter at Tullamore, can be heard over much
of England and Wales. You can also listen on
satellite. There is more information about RTE
Radio 1 on page 100.

FM 3/ RnaG

102.7
93.6
93.5
93.2
94.0
94.4
92.9
92.6

Power POL
(ERP kW)

40

40
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80
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Power (kW)
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10
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BBC NATIONAL MEDIUM AND LONG WAVE RADIO

Radio 4
Transmitter Frequency power
(kHz) (kw)
Burghead 198 50.00
Carlisle 1485 1.00
Droitwich 198 500.00
Enniskillen 774 1.00
Lisnagarvey 720 10.00
Lendon (Lots Ruad) 720 0.75
Londondert