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I OK THE firsi lime in live years 
iliere will be no GRRC dealer 
conference this year. Lack of 
sirppon from record companies was 
named by the commit lee's chairman 
Laurie Kriecer as the chief cause of 
ihedecision to abandon the idea of a 
1977 conference. "Wo decided that 
because of the climate of the times 
and the difficulty in getting 
sufficient support from the record 
companies. 11 would be a good year 
to miss one year. They are all 
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Prissini priliem 

as 4S sales ioom 
by TERR I ANDERSON 

CUSTOM-PRESSED British singles 
are coming in across the Atlantic, 
the North Sea and the Channel in 
their hundreds of thousands this 
week, as UK record companies go 
far afield in the search for capacity 
to satisfy the current 
extraordinarily-high home demand 
for 45s. Production managers whose 
companies arc anxious to keep up 
supplies of actual and potential hit 
singles have been finding themselves 
calling many independent pressing 
plants here and in Europe before 
finding anywhere to get the work 
done; in some cases it has been 
necccssary to go to America for it, 

1 John 

Franz dies at 14 
THE DEATH occurred last 
Saturday (29) of John Franz, a&r 
manager for Phonogram, and one of 
the most-respected figures in the UK 
music business. He was 54. 

Franz was with Phonogram 
(Philips) for almost 33 years, 
producing in thai lime more than 70 
top British chart hits. Among the 
artists most closely associated with 
him have been Frankie Vaughan, 
Shirley Basscy. Anne Shclton. Marty 
Wilde, the Springficlds and the 
Walker Brothers (and. later, both 
Dusty Springfield and Scott Walker 
as solo singers). Harry Secombc and 
Peters & Lee. 

He entered (he music business at 
15, leaving school to join Francis 
Day & Hunter as junior plugger. A 
talented pianist, he demonstrated 
copyrights for visiting artists. 
Harmonica player Ronald Chesney 
then invited Franz to join him as his 
concert accompanist on piano, 
opening up a new area for him and 
leading to work with Anne Shclton, 
Vera Lynn, Eve Boswell, Doris Day 
and many others. 

By 1954, Franz decided to join 
Philips, to produce more and play 
less. Within a few months, he had 
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despite the costliness of doing so. 
The industry's view of this 

unexpected post-Ghrisimas boom in 
singles sales is uniform, and is 
summed up in the words of Phillip 
Straight, WEA's production 
manager — "Suddenly everybody is 
buying singles!" He confirmed that 
WEA had been encountering 
problems like everyone else. "I 
don't know what has happened to 
the market, it's really amazing. Even 
modest hits in the bottom half of the 
top 50 have been turning over quite a 
few. WEA is alright, because if 
things get really tight we can ship 
singles over from the US where they 
hold big stocks. This costs a bit. but 
it just about balances itself out 
because it's more important to have 
the singles in the shops. Some copies 
of the Manhattan Transfer single are 
coming in from France where it is a 
big hit. 

"There seems to be no spare 
capacity anywhere in Britain for 
pressing and I believe the same 
applies to Europe. We may have to 
bring in some from America next 
week but we have managed to fill all 
orders so far — except for about two 
hours last week when we went out of 
Boncy M." 

Cliff Gee, production manager 
for Arista, confirmed that the 
situation had forced him to spend 
half a day phoning factories abroad 
in an attempt to serve the demand 
for the company's top selling singles 
of the moment. These have been 
affected — as have others on labels 
pressed and distributed by EMI by 
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Biml thriit to Lfflniin business 
RECORD RETAILERS in 
London's West End will be among 
those in the front line if the 
Provisional IRA continues its latest 
bombing campaign in the capital. 
Apart from the prospects of 
property damage and injuries to 
customers and staff, the traders face 
loss of business if shoppers shun the 
bomb-threatened city centre. 

HMl's retail llagship, the HMV 
store in Oxford Street, was among 
the targets when 13 bombs exploded 
in the West End last Saturday (29). 

Currtents 
October-December quarterly 
market share survey 20. 
February album releases 23 & 
24. Singles releases 26. 
Talcntscene: Kruger plans 
European buying group 43. 
Hall & Gates' champion 44. 
Second generation for Chicago 
44, First Chrysalis U.S. signing 
46. European news 8 & 10. 
American scene 12. Ireland 14. 
London— ready to rock 16. 
Audio 18. Classical 32. 
Business affairs Pan I; the 
band as a partnership 36. 
Radio; Where records are 
untouched bv human hands 38. 
Piccadilly 2 for 1 offer 40 
CHARTS Top 50 53. lop 60 
albums 57. U.S. Top 30 12. 

The incendiary device planted there 
failed to ignite properly, and 
damage was minimal, but store 
manager Ken Whitmarsh told Music 
Week that the incident caused the 
loss of an eslimaicd £30,000 worth 
of business. 

"People will see the bombing, if it 
continues, as a very good reason for 
slaying away from the West End," 
Whitmarsh went on. "A lot of 
family shoppers will be deterred, 
and turn to local traders for their 
needs". The danger will probably 
have less effect on tourist trade. 

Staff in the HMV stores will be 
more watchful, Whitmarsh 
explained, and extra precautions will 
be taken. But certain security 
routines have been in operation for 
some time, anyway — since the 
previous wave of bombings, in fact. 

Harlequin's Laurie Krieger, who 
has a number of stores in the West 
End, agreed that the threat of more 
bombs could keep people away. 
Operating costs in the area are so 
high, he adds, that any loss of 
business — through actual incidents, 
or a general drop in shopper traffic 
— is a serious matter. 

Virgin Records, with prime retail 
outlets at Marble Arch and New 
Oxford Street, is meeting with police 
today (31) about store security. 
Managing director of the company's 
retail division. Steve Mandy, said 
that business was down as a result of 
last weekend's bomb incidents, and 

that he was concerned about the very 
real likelihood of depressed trade. 

The latest threat is made 
particularly dramatic by the type of 
device planted in the HMV store: 
"about the size of a small buff 
envelope," Ken Whitmarsh 
commented. In previous incidents in 
London stores, bombs have been left 
in sometimes-conspicuous cases, and 
spotted by eagle-eyed staff or 
customers. The new, diminutive 
devices can easily be placed out of 
sight — and in locations which have 
to provide shoppers with ease of 
access, this is a major problem. 

The bombers also bring insurance 
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Morgan- 

Grampian buys 

Music Week 
MORGAN-GRAMPIAN I.imilccl 
has agreed to purchase Music Week 
from Uilihoard Limited. The 
publication is to operate as a new 
division, Music Week Limited. 
Other Morgan-Grampian titles in 
the music feature include Sounds 
and Record Mirror. The newly 
acquired Jazz Journal remains with 
Billboard Limited. 
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MANAGING DIRECTOR of Sonei UK, Rod Buckle presented Theo Roos 
international manager of EMI Bovema with a gold disc for500,000 sales of the 
Pussycat single, Mississippi, in Cannes last week. The record was a major 
European hit for EMI-Bovema but Buckle had picked up the rights to the 
single at last year's Midem Festival. Picture shows, left to right: Dag 
Haeggqvist, general manager of Sonet in Sweden. Gunnar Bergstrom 
(managing director of Sonet in Sweden), Buckle, Roos and Roe/ Kruize, 
managing director of EMI, Holland. 

11th MIDEM business 

estimated at £12m 
by PETER JONES 

DESPITE A prodigious number of 
deals set up at the Hlh MIDEM at 
Cannes — the biggest so far — this 
year's mammoth music business 
circus was characterised by two 
major non-events. 

First was the failure of Polydor to 
conclude the much-rumoured deal 
with the Rolling Stones in lime to 
mark the signing of a new liaison 
with a prestige jet air-lift of media 
folk to Sardinia for a highly- 
expensive junket. 

And second was that, despite the 
appearance of a long list of artists. 

including Petula Clark, Gilbert 
Becaud and Manhattan Transfer, in 
various shows here, the most talked- 
about artist was Paul Anka who, 
without explanation, failed to show 
for the gala organized for charity by 
the Variety Club of France. 

Bernard Chevry, MIDEM boss, 
approved a statement which spoke 
of Anka's "scandalous defection" 
— and it was added: "He has acted 
dishonourably by not keeping his 
word, unjustifiable behaviour and a 
demonstration of pure scorn." 
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White Rode The Original Motion Retire Soundtrack Of The Innsbruck Winter Olympics 
Composed, Fterformed And Produced By 

RICK WAKEM AN 
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