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MW calls for chart hyping probe 

A CALL for an immediate 
enquiry by the BPI code of 
conduct committee into 
allegations of chart hyping in 
the Granada TV World In 
Action programme was made 
this week by Music Week's 
publishing director Peter 
Wilkinson. 

BPI chairman and WEA 
managing director, John Fruin, 
whose company was implicated by 
three former employees and an 
anonymous chart shop dealer, did 
not see the programme. He was in 
Amsterdam at a company meeting 
and WEA's head of PR, Moira 
Bellas told Music Week that she did 
not know when he would be viewing 
the programme. 

The programme put forward 
serious allegations of illegal hyping 
— the falsification of chart diaries 
by "licking up" non existent sales in 
return for free albums or gifts. 

Tape sales up 

as records 

plummet 

NOW HERE'S the good news 
sales of pre-recorded cassettes 
arc booming! As album and 
single sales continue to 
plummet, the pre-recorded 
cassette is becoming the success 
story of an otherwise disastrous 
year in the music industry. 

Second quarter figures issued 
by the BPI show that deliveries 
to the trade of cassettes 
increased by 22.8 per cent, or 1 
million units, compared to the 
same period last year. With a 
total of 5,784,000 units valued 
at £10,709,000, cassette versions 
of albums now represent 
nearly a quarter of all recorded 
music sales in Britain. 

These figures suggest that 
home-taping is not harming the 
pre-recorded cassette market in 
the same way that it is claimed 
to be affecting albums. 

The bad news is that 
deliveries of singles have 
tumbled even further since their 
peak of a year ago (down to 
16.4 million units, a drop of 
28.7 per cent); and album 
deliveries also continue to 
decline (11.4 million units, 
down by 19.2 per cent). 

Expressed as a total value of 
deliveries, shipments of singles, 
albums and cassettes in the 
second quarter were worth 
£46.6 million — measured in 
real terms at less than 70 per 
cent of its value a year ago, 
says the BPI. 

Former WEA salesman Ian 
Mallelt claimed that he once saw an 
executive of his company filling in 
four chart diaries at WEA's 
Wembley office. Explaining how he 
went about hyping, Mallet said: 
"Basically I just asked for the book, 
look it into the back of the shop and 
put in the appropriate ticks here and 
there." 

It was also claimed that Mallett 
had tape recorded a "bad tempered 
sales meeting" when his boss had 
demanded: "Why the — are we not 
getting chart entries? We are being 
out-hyped, it's as simple as that." 

The programme also had one 
fleeting filmed shot of ticks 
apparently being entered into a chart 
diary and money changing hands — 
but this was not explained by the 
commentary. 

Another former WEA sales rep, 
Avis Lingard, claimed that a number 
of WEA records had been "hyped 
up" including Fleetwood Mac's 

Tusk single. She alleged that in one 
week WEA had three of the top four 
records and all three had been 
"hyped up". 

7 am prepared to 

bring serious 

evidence to the 

attention of the 

police'—Deacon 

A former assistant manager in a 
London record store, Steve 
Hopkins, was said to have 
"witnessed many attempts to hype 
records and manipulate the charts". 
He said that some reps tried to grab 
the chart diary and cited WEA, 
United Artists and A&M reps who 
"used to lick their LPs and singles 
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DUNCAN MACK A Y. keyboards player with Wcc, has signed with the new 
Edge Records label and will make his solo debut with a self-produced album in 
September. Pictured with MacKay are Edge Records' director Eddie Levy 
(right) and promotional product manager Robin Godfrey Cass. 

Fifty shops to form 

the BIRD record chain 
By TERRI ANDERSON 

A NEW record retail company with 
over 50 outlets nationally, and a 
turnover of between eight and 10 
million pounds (cost) was formed in 
principle last weekend. It will go into 
business as soon as legal and 
financial details arc settled. 

At Coventry's Eurocrest Hotel on 
Sunday, founder members of BIRD 
(British Independent Record 
Dealers) met with new members, and 
it was agreed that they should form a 
limited company, secured by 
shareholders' guarantee, to deal 
with the record manufacturers on 
similar terms to any multiple chain. 

Leading the meeting were the 
originators of this rapidly growing 
group of indies (whose businesses 
must have a turnover of at least 
£250,000) Philip Ames of Preston 

and Jack Ainley of Leicester. They 
stressed that what has been formed 
is not a rival dealer association to the 
GRRC, but a new company bent 
only on successful trading. 

They told MW: "We are ready to 
do constructive things to get the 
industry streamlined and efficient. 
We're not rebel dealers fighting the 
manufacturers, we arc progressive 
dealers wanting to work with the 
record companies, to reduce lime- 
and money-wasting administration 
and do better business. Given the 
chance we know we can sell a lot 
more records." 

Ainley added: "We are the 
beginning of the next boom in 
record sales." 

BIRD Ltd will be formed by Ames 
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... big things like Police, Queen, 
Eagles, Fleetwood Mac". 

The commentary added: "World 
In Action spoke to these companies. 
A&M denied the allegation; WEA 
and United Artists wouldn't 
comment." It also added that all the 
bands mentioned in the programme 
were unaware their records had been 
hyped. 

An anonymous chart panel dealer 
was seen in silhouette talking of a 
record by a group called called Shy 
on the WEA-licensed Gallery label: 
"It's one of the worst examples I can 
remember. We were plagued by the 
WEA rep. We'd received a few 
copies for nothing; we hadn't asked 
for it; we hadn't sold a copy — then 
it charted." 

The programme claimed that 
"shortly before Shy's record charted 
last April, dealers nationally had 
only ordered 82 copies from WEA 
headquarters." 

Former EMI executive Colin Burn 

was "warned off" appearing in the 
programme by EMI president Ken 
East according to the World In 
Action commentator. "On Saturday 
Mr East wrote to him warning him 
of possible legal action if he talked," 
said the commentator. "Mr Burn's 
disclosures might break a 
confidentiality clause in his contract 
with the company," 

BPI director general John Deacon 
was interviewed and he said; "If 
there is any important evidence of 
serious hyping 1 am prepared to 
bring it to the attention of the 
police." 

WEA managing director and BPI 
chairman, John Fruin, was not 
interviewed but gave a statement: "I 
think it is morally wrong for a 
record to be shown at a chart 
position which is not an accurate 
reflection of its sales ... for this 
reason I have been a strong 
supporter of the BPI code of 
conduct." 

Producers question 

BVA's constitution 
THE INAUGURAL meeting of the 
British Vidcogram Association in 
London last week provided some 
heated debate on two questions: 
Who should qualify for membership 
and who should sit on the council. 

The council, as it stands, has five 
members — chairman Maurice 
Obcrstein (CBS), Guy Marriott 
(EMI), Walter Woyda (Pye), 
Michael Kuhn (PoIyGram) and John 

Deacon (director general BPI). 
In reading the draft constitution 

of the association, Kuhn stated that 
these five would be joined by a 
further seven members to be elected 
at a future meeting. 

But a number of independent 
videogram producers at the meeting 
were quick to point out that the five 
founder council members were all 
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SALE OF THE CENTURY OF PROFESSIONAL RECORDING EQUIPMENT GATHERED FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD AT 
EMI Studios/Abbey Road 

OCTOBER 15th & 16th 
Main Sale: 

This once in a lifetime sale of used professional 
recording equipment-at realistic prices- 

includes:-Mixingconsoles-multitrackrecorders& 
mastering & dubbing machines - monitoring, 

duplication, test and ancillary equipment— 
microphones, stands, noise reduction, disc 
cutting lathes, screens and studio sundries, 

and a Jumble Sale. 
Memorabilia includes; 

❖ Studer J37 4-track used by 
The Beatles on 'Sergeant Pepper' 

* Limiter compressor used by the legendary 
Joe Meek on 'Telstar' 

❖ Mellolron tape organ used by The 
Beatles with many of the original tapes 

Plus tapes, videocassettes and much much more. 
This will never happen again- 

SO BE THERE! 
Sale Time 

10 a.m.to9p.m. 

Wednesday and Thursday. 
More information from: 

Jackson Music Limited,The Studios. Rickmansworth. Hertfordshire. Tel: Rlckmansu-orth (09237) 72351 Telex; 262284 Ambsdr G. 
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