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DAVID SIMONE: two companies, one unit

Simone's Atlantic bridge

DAVID SIMONE, newly confirm-
ed as president of MCA’s Uni
operation, believes he is building
a bridge for talent trade across
the Atlantic. Because of his joint
roles at the head of both the US-
based Uni and MCA UK, he feels
he has managed to eliminate the
abrasion which normally features

Commons committee backs blank tape levy

MPs hit home taping

MPs HAVE struck o double blow
for the music industry and are now
aiming a knock-out punch at both
the ef?ects of home taping and the
threat of unrestricted record rental.

Members from both sides of the
House of Commons have agreed
to introduce provision for a blank
tape levy into the Copyright Bill
now passing through Porﬁoment
and have also given the music in-
dustry virtually everything it has
been asking for on recorg rental.

However, the Government is
known to be opposed to any sur-
charge on blonfcosseﬁes and may
drop the proposals during the later
stages of the bill's progress.

MPs introduced provision for a

tope levy during the committee
stage of the Copyright Bill in a
debate which contained numerous
references to the BPI's court battle
with Amstrad. In giving judgement
agairst the BPI in that caose, five
law lords strongly criticised the cur-
rent state of copyright law.

There was a concensus among
the MPs that the law needed to be
changed, and in moving the levy
proposals Sedgefield MP Tony
Blair said of the music industry: “Itis
a major industry and we must en-
sure that there is a proper climate
in whch it can operate. Unlawful
taping takes place on a large scale
in this country.”

The amendment introduced by

MCRG: ‘cautious optimism’

THE PUBLISHERS and composers
lobby is delighted by the new pro-
visions but is cautious in its optim-
ism.

Says Michael Freegard of the
Music Copyright Reform Group: “I
think it is a case of two cheers
rather than three.”

The MCRG is hoping thot the
Government will retain the tape
levy provision throughout the rest

of the bill's progress. Freegard
comments: “We hope that, on re-
flectior, it will not be necessary for
the Government to reverse the de-
cision olready made.”

Freegard adds that he believes
the Government has also begun to
accept the MCRG's argument that
publishzrs should have a statutory
right to a royalty from rental of
albums.

Blair gives the trade and industry
secretary power o approve a
licensing scheme for home taping.
The proposals do not make specific
mention of a tape levy nor are they
binding on the secretary of state.

That lack of compulsion is giving
encouragement to the Home Tap-
ing Rights Campaign. Co-ordinator
Mari James comments: “The provi-
sions give the Government power
to introduce a levy if they so wish
— but they do not wish. A work-
able levy scheme just cannot be
organised.”

However, BPI director general
John Deacon counters: “We are
not saying that a levy is the only
solution.” He adds that several
other answers are available and
that he hopes to be able to discuss
them with the trade department.

Deacon compliments the Music
Copyright Reform Group for its
persistence in pursuing a tape levy,
ond he remarks: “We are very
pleased that the industry has been
given another opportunity to look
ot this again.”

The committee considering the
Copyright 8ill also introduced
proposals that would give record
companies a 50-year control over
rental of albums.

in such partnerships.

Simone says: “Uni and MCA UK
are one unit. There will be no
bottles between the two.

“This has the potential, for the
first time, for there to be a really
good creative relationship be-
tween an English and an American
record company working together.
I dont care whether success for an
artist comes first in the UK or the
US, | just want us to get it right for
the artist's career.”

Uni has been established by the
MCA Music Entertainment Group
in New York where, bar sales and
distribution, the operation is an
autonomous unit.

In terms of A&R, Simone says
Uni will concentrate on rap, Amer-
ican rock and contemporary British
Eop and rock. Acts signed directly

y MCA UK will be evaluated to
establish whether they fit better
with the MCA roster or with Uni's.

He sums up Uni's philosophy
with: “Uni is a renegade from the
norm, a more street label than
MCA could be because it has out-

rown that sort of feel.” He adds
that he expects Uni to have its own
label identity in the UK.

Simone, in London as part of his
regular commuting across the
Atiantic, describes his role with
MCA UK as “advisory”, odding:
“My [ob is to try to instill excitement
in the people who work here and
to show them that our progress is
real and thot we are really going
forward.”

® FIFTEEN YEARS of the BPI
o on display on Friday {3) when
the organisation celegro'es the
anniversary of its incorporation
at its annual general meeting.
Members ot the meeting will
also vote for seven new council
members. Twelve candidates
have been nominated, and the
full line-up can be seen on p35.
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CD royalty
deal angers
publisher

AN ELEVENTH-hour agreement
on compact disc royalty rates has
caused anger among publishers
who claim the Mechanical Rights
Society broke under pressure and
accepted a reduced rate against
most members’ wishes.

The BP! and MRS agreed a rate
of 6.25 per cent of the dealer price
with a single across-the-board sup-
plement of 22 per cent, to replace
the present three separate supple-
ments of 25, 31 and 36 per cent.
The 1989 supplement will be in-
creased to 29 per cent.

But Stephen James, director of
the Dick James Organisation, says

TO PAGE FOUR »
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Everything's Perfect
at MCA Music UK

by Nigel Hunter

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE called
them alarums and excursions —
occasions when a certain amount
of confusion, panic and chaos
reigned. MCA Music UK creative
manager Charlie Crane (four
years' service) and professional
manager John Fishlock (two years’
service) recently became alormed
at what they perceived as differ-
ences between compony policy
and how they thought things
should proceed, ond left fairly
promptly.

There is no confusion, panic or
chaos left in their wake, however,
os MCA Music UK managirg
director John Brands is at pains o
point out.

“The porting was totally amic-
able without one bad word being
said,” he discloses. “They feel it's
the right moment to position them-
selves as independents, and | have
to honour that belief. We kad a
very good working relaticnship
and o lot of success together. I'm
sad to see them go.”

Brands is containing his grief,
comforted by the fact that thirgs
are quite Perfect ot MCA Music in
the shape of the recent number
one hit of that title by Fairground
Aftraction.

“The company is on a roll right
now, and a lot of people are in-
terested in taking the place of
Charlie and John. We're overjoyed
at having a number one hit, and it’s
sensational for a debut single to go

that high. The band is a publisher’s
dream, writing real songs —
copyrights of real value. Their LP is
out now, there’s a lot of European
interest, and Fairground Attraction
is one of the big bands of 1988.”

Bronds also enthuses over the
signing of film composer Michael
Kamen through MCA Music's
associated company, Gang For-
ward headed by Johnny Stirling.
Kamen'’s film credits include Mona
Liso, The Wall (os arranger and
musical director), Edge Of Dark-
ness (TV drama serial), Shanghai
Surprise and Die Hard, a new
movie starring Bruce Willis.

“Michael’s first project through
Gang Forward is a Concerto For
Saxophone featuring David San-
born and recorded here in London
for WEA. The same company will
also release his next effort, a
Guitar Concerto with Eric Clapton
as the soloist.”

MCA Music has acquired the
Fred Ahlert catalogue of standard
material, renewed its agreement in
the US with Robbie Nevil, is sub-
publishing Toto, Nylons and Kenny
Loggins among others, and is de-
veloping its own production activi-
ties with three more acts — Cut
Double, Greg Brown and Norwe-
gian Jimmy Lagnefors. Among its
recent UK publishing signings are
Paul Berry {MCA Records), Beat
Noir (whom Arif Mardin is produc-
ing for Elekira), and Shooting Par-
ty, whose producer is Pete Water-
man.

IN THE frame: John Brnds {left) shakes with film composer Michael

Kamen (second left] and Johnny
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BRITISH SONGWRITER Harry Bogdanovs has won the award for the
Most Performed Overseas Work from the Australion Performing Right
Association (APRA). His composition Pressure Down was a hit for John
Farnham and beat songs by Paul Simon, Chris De Burgh and Huey Lewis
to win the oaward. The photograph shows Bogdanovs (left) receiving his
APRA certificate from his publisher, Rondor Music managing director
Stuart Hornall who points out that the overseas category has now been
won by Rondor writers for four years running.
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K-tel TV ads
support
House Hits

K-TEL IS mounting a £300,000 TV
campaign in support of The Hits Of
House, a 15-track, double album
compilation.

The promotion begins as a
nationwide co-op with Our Price
on Monday (6) and will be fol-
lowed by two-week campaigns in
Central and London from June 13.
Two weeks’ of slots on Capital
Radio have been bought and club
promotion has been organised.

Dealer price is £5.56 {compact
disc £7.29).
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GREENSLEEVES IS releasing an
album from Burning Spear, Mis-
tress Music, to te in with the UK
tour beginning this week.

® THE KINGDOM Classics
range is being launched by the
Kingdom group backed by full-
page advertising in the classical
music magazines. In-store material
will be available.

® MCA IS releasing a single
from Transvision Vamp, | Want
Your Love, to tie in with the band’s
UK dates.

CIRCA RECORDS is backing the
debut album from Julia Fordham
with advertising in The Face, Blitz,
Q, No 1, rm and Melody Maker.

Royalty accounting:
centralise or die

GENERAL SUPPORT for central
accounting has been shown by a
panel of rights owners and admi-
nistrators following extensive dis-
cussion of the issue at the IMMC
conference in Montreux.

GEMA board member Hans
Sikorski, after describing the pre-
sent accounting systems in Europe,
concluded: “Harmonisation  of
copyright is the major provision for
the success of a central licensing
system.

“Unless this is done, the situation
will remain a nightmare. Other-
wise, | predict we will end up com-
peting each other to death.”

He said that central licensing
was acceptable when it put the
distribution of royalties back in the
hands of the local societies.

BMI international vice president
Ekke Schnabel, said the present
licensing system which involved
about a dozen computers in va-
rious European countries was not
very cost effective.

“I do believe that the answer
ought to be that the societies
should have a central accounting
system to minimise duplication
which will enhance efficiency, and
that basically leaves the sovereign-
ty of the individual societies intact,”
he remarked.

“I believe that if those societies
don’t do something to cut the cost
of their services and speed them up
then there is a real danger thot the
mojor publishers will find a way to
get around the societies.”

Schnabel continued that central
accounting was to the benefit of
the record companies but took no-
thing away from the integrity of the
societies.

Ralph Peer of Peer Southern
pointed to disodvantages in a cen-
tral system. “There would have to
be a great deal of international
co-operation and obviously some-
body’s computer will have to be-
come obsolete. It is a very big step
to take,” he warned.

DAT: get copyright sorted first

COPYRIGHT AND piracy are the
main issues that must be solved
before new technology continues
to storm the market, claimed one
panel discussing After DAT, What?

Han Tenderloo, a senior director
of the Philips and Du Pont Optical
Company, said there was a legiti-
mate need for home taping in
many cases. “The way for the
music industry to do something ab-
out it is to co-operate with the
hardware industry. | think we can,”
he said.

He believed the only time to
introduce new technorogy was
when it was fully-researched and
the copyright situation had been
resolved. He soid hardware com-
panies were at present looking into
those problems.

Tenderloo said the future lay in
compact discs and CD video which
he claimed would begin to make
an impression in September. In the
long term, he said both formats
would become multi-purpose with
high digital video quality, small
dimension discs and longer playing
fime.

Independent audio public rela-
tions consultant Nick Hopewell-

Smith said it was unfair that the
hardware companies were being
considered the bad boys and that
there was not enough co-
operation between them and the
software companies.

“l find it amazing that the hard-
ware industry is still seen as a
threat. The investment by the re-
cord industry in CD is negligible to
date — even though they have
made money out of their sales of
CDs,” he said.

Hopewell-Smith also said he
was worried about the develop-
ment of a telephone system where-
by albums could be transmitted
and recorded in the home. “if it just
becomes a signal then the consum-
er will not think it is worth it. | hope
we will continue to have shops. |
think albums need the packaging.”

On the copyright issue, Rock
Over London’s managing director
Steve Saltzman closed the discus-
sion by saying the panel was being
naive. “My advice is that the
money that record companies are

putting into fightini home taping
should be %iven to the artists. What
we really have to worry about is

the tape pirates,” he said.

Soviet pop —
are the Reds
ready to rock?

AN INSIGHT into the state of
Russian rock was given at the
Red Rock — The Post Glasnost
Perspective forum when Radio
One controller Johnny Beerling
discussed his recent visit to the
country with John Peel.

He said there were roughly
two ty{)es of Russian rock — the
official product on the state-run
Melodiya label, with albums cost-
ing about £3, and the unofficial
product, usually on cassette.

To become an official band
you have to be approved by the
Arts Council and this body of
poets, composers and others
seems to favour commerciality
before other quadlities.

Beerling odded that there
were not many disc jockeys in
Russia and one who he met said
DlJ-ing wasn't considered a very
socioﬁy acceptable occupation.

Other observations he made
were that official bands were
poid a wage by the state and
record shops often became cen-
tres for customers to sell their
second hand records to others.

A $300 stratocaster copy
fetches £2,200 on the black mar-
ket and the country’s chart is pro-
duced by the official Soviet news
agency Tass.

Beerling’s speech was fol-
lowed by Klara Landwehr who
operates a promo company in
Munich and has ties with the
Eastern bloc.

She said that nowadays the
Russion youth wanted popular
music and that it would not be
possible to stop it on an ideolo-
gical basis.

At present, a lack of currency
resulted in only major acts like
Elton John and Billy Joel playing
in Russia. Landwehr claimed she
was one of the few people who
could help ambitious bands in the
West make it to Russia but she did
not recommend it on a financial
basis.

Many of the Russian acts
showcased through recordings
ployed at the conference seemed
to have mainly specialist appeal
but the overall impression was
that this cross-cultural collabora-
tion will certainly hoppen —
although not as fast as the
marketing experts might hope.
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DAT outlet steers away from
the home and into the studio

SONY’S UK digital audio tape dis-
tributor is turning its back on con-
sumers which it describes as
“amateur home tapers”.

lan Jones, managing director of
HHB Hire and Sales, says his com-
pany wants to concentrate on the
protessional market at a time when
DAT’s penetration is increasing
ropidly.

“We want to steer clear of the
rank amateur consumer who will
fart around at home taping com-
pact discs with DAT,” he says.

“Consumer demand for DAT, as

@ SUBSTANTIAL INCREASES in
profits are being reported by two
of the UK’s frontline ILR stations.

In London, Capital Radio’s dou-
bled from £1.5m to £3.09m while
Liverpool station Radio City saw its
profits more than quadruple from
£72,000 to £308,000.

The Radio City figure, for the six
months to March 31, was pro-
duced on a turnover of £1.65m, up
from £1.31m in the same period
last year.

Turnover at Capitol rose from
£10.02m to £13.3m in the six
months to March 31 and chairman
Richard Attenborough attributes
the success to buoyant demand for
radio advertising.

I understand it, is very small indeed.
| will welcome the point at which
DAT does take off but | think that
will be a couple of years hence.”

The company is offering a num-
ber of portable ond studio DAT
machines to the professional mar-
ket and claims that most major
studios are using the new technolo-

ay-

“The DAT format is on its way to
becoming a new standard in two-
track digital mastering. We have

around at home’

now had a number of machines in
regular use by professional cus-
tomers for some time. The record-
ings are proving remarkably error-
free and the hardware is immense-
ly reliable,” says Jones.

One of the models being offered
by HHB, the Sony DTC 1000ES,
hos a built-in copyguard to prevent
it recording compact discs and
HHB says the guard was intro-
duced to prevent commercial
copyright piracy.

Pl s —

HHB’s MD lan Jones: aiming DAT at professionals not amateurs ‘farting

First summit
sees BPI/BARD
in accord

THE TWO sides of the music indus-
try — the BPI and the British Asso-
ciation of Record Dealers — kave
met formally for the first time and
both groups are praising the spirt
of co-operation in their <?iscussions.

Their tolks covered packaging,
the singles and compact disc mar-
kets and the possibility of joint re-
search. BARD chairman Steve
Smith says around 2,000 slores
would be prepared to take part in
a scheme whereby each customer
would receive a questionnaire.
“We want to find out what the
customer wants,” he says.

Of the meeting in general, Smi-h
comments: “There are a thousard
different things on which we can
work together and we want -o
work with the industry anc sell
more records.”

BPI chairman-elect Petzr
Jamieson odds: “The meeting fcr-
malises the already growing co-
operation between BARD and the
BPL.

“It was particularly good to have
the opportunity to thank the mem-
bers of BARD for their work in
lobbying their local MPs in respect
of copyright legislation.”
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WEA claims
record take
for Mac shows

WEA IS claiming a record for the
highest-grossing rock show series
at Wembley Arena with Fleetwood
Mac’s 10 nights at the venue.

The company says the total
taken exceeds that from Dire
Straits’ 12 nights two years ago,
rloyed before the arena wos en-
arged.

CD royalty

> FROM PAGE ONE

the agreement is not what he or
other publishers wanted. I was
told at the last Music Putlishers’
Association  popular  publishers
meeting | attended that they were
adamant that the record com-
panies must pay CD roydlties
based on the 'retail price’,” he says.

"“As soon as the BP| played their
trump card and suggested o tribun-
al hearing the publishers caved in
ond accepted a reduced rate.”

He claims the ogreement will
cause music publishers to lose over
£1 million, according to the latest
BPI trade delivery figures. “Surely a
tribunal would not have cost any-
where neor this even if the BPI had
been prepared to go all tha way,”
says James.

He suggests that publichers
should question whether the MRS
was acting in the best interests of
the music publishing industry.

“l really do not believe that the
negotiating committee on behalf of
the publishers represents what the
vast majority of music publishers
wish and | think it is necessary,
before it is too late, to reconsider
the method of negotiating the BPI/
MRS agreement,” he says

CANBERRA: Home taping is
being made legal with a new
royalty rate of between 20-50
cents for each 60-minute cas-
sette. The Australian music in-
dustry has agreed to set aside
15 per cent of the royalty re-
venue as partial funding tor a
non-profit contemporary music
development company which
is being established by the
Government to foster Austra-
lian music and young musi-
cians.

The Attorney-General, the
Hon Lionel Bowen MP, says:
*This scheme will bring the law
in line with common consumer
practice and remove the cur-
rent unenforceable and un-
realistic law preventing home
taping.” The exact amount of
the royalty will be set by the
Copyright Tribunal and will be
collected and distributed by
the music industry in accord-
ance with information as to
sales and airplay surveys.

M

NEW YORK: Sources at
Motown are now being widely

voted as believing the sale of
ﬂle label is imminent. Leading
contender to acquire the cata-
logue and operation is MCA
Records and industry execu-
tives put the price of the re-
cords division at about $50m.

a

S

LOS ANGELES: Three song-
writers claim five of their songs
submitted to the Jackson's
father Joseph on a demo tape
were later used in various
Michael Jackson recordings.
The plagiarism lawsuit was
filed last November and is now
coming to light in court. The
writers — Reynaud Jones,
Robert Smith and Cliford
Rubin — are seeking $400m in
damages. Jackson's attorneys
deny all the allegations.

- —

OTTAWA: The Liberals in the
House of Commons, who were
expected to force a debate of
amendments proposed by the
Senate, now say tEey won't de-
lay the copyright amendment
bi(l any fuﬂler. It is expected
that the Commons will send the
bill back to the Senate for re-
consideration.

NEW YORK: SBK Entertain-
ment World Inc, which purch-
ased the CBS Songs catalogue
for $125m two years ago,
grossed $50m on that opera-
tion last year, according to the
New York Times.

RBEPSSES

NEW JERSEY: CBS Records
Operations (US) has opened
its new wholly-owned compact
disc factory which is expected
to be producing CDs at a rate
of 30m per year by late 1989.
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Highest No. | Communards Don't Leave Me This Way
1 Steve “Silk’ Hurley Jack Your Body
1 Los Lobos Lo Bambo
3 Bonanarama Love In The First Degree

THE STRIKE FORCE OF 4 Communards Never Can Say Goodbye
el o =2 I 5 Bananarama | Want You Back
P LATINUM r I ) 7 Dollar 0 L'Amour .

WOULD LIKETO THANK 7 Joyce Sims Come Into My Life Fﬁ
8  Bananarama Venus &’ E

LONDON RECORDS 8  Communards So Cold The Night

FOR THEIR ASSOCIATION 8 Lulo Shout
OVER THE LAST 8 Run DMC Walk This Way
TWO YEARS 9 Fine Young Cannibals Ever Fallen In Love

10 Farley Jackmaster Funk Love Can't Tum Around
11* Hothouse Flowers Don't Go

12 Simon Harris Bass (How Low Can You Go)

14 Bananarama | Heard A Rumour
16 Run DMC It's Tricky
17 Tom Jones It's Not Unusual
18  Los Lobos Come On Let's Go
18 Then Jerico The Motive Q)
18 2 Men/A Drum Machine Tired Of Getting Pushd Arund
20 Bananorama | Coi't Help It
r 21 Communards You Are My World (87).

23 Communards Tomorow
24 Joyee Sims Walk Away
28  Communards For A Friend
32 Bononarama Tiick Of The Night
34 Joyce Sims Lifetime Love
36" Voice Of The Beehive Don’t Call Me Baby
¢ 37* Run DMC Run’s House
41 Bananarama More Than Physical
41 Salt n Pepa Push It | Am Down
42 Run DMC You Be Ifiin’
42 Voice Of The Beehive | Walk The Farth
45 Kane Gang Motortown
45 Voice Of The Beehive I Say Nothing
47 Adonis 2 Puerto Ricans Do It Propery (No Way Back)
48 Then Jerico Musde Deep
52 Kane Gang Don't Look Any Further
i 53 Faith No More We Care A Lot
} 56  Run DMC Christmas I Hollis
58  Daintees Trouble Town
60  Sabrina Boys (Summertime Love)
60 Wolly Jump Junior Tum Me Loose
62 Run DMC My Adidas/Peter Piper
63 Win Super Popoid Groove
64  Slayer Criminally Insane
65  Then Jerico Let Her Fall
70 Martin Stephenson & The Daintees Boat To Bolivia

* Chart position on 23rd May 1988
ALL THE BEST FOR THE FUTURE
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MUSIC VIDEO
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ljeuc:‘? g(); PolyGram Music Video on 7 758 Compilation (4 tracks)/2Cmin; gé 99— = & IMVS99106738
PolyGram describes Historia as 8 2 3METALLICA Cliff ‘'em All PolyGram Music Video
“the complete video history of the z;:rg;:';’;’: '}':OC'“;‘S/S‘;: 9M T e e V] 67(’6_2
band, made up of the full range of 9 i aking Thriller estron
Def Leppord video experiences”. 7 = 7 Compilation/Thr/£9.99 o ol AR
Starting with an obscure recording '| 0 s JALKING HEADS: Slorg Telling Giants PMI
f « — of Hello America, taken from their Compilation (10 tracks)/S4miv/E9.9 MVP9911623
DEF LEPPARD provide a ‘complete video history’ of the band's first nine  first album, Historia goes on to 11 o VIDEO HITS: GIRLS GIRLS GIRLS Wienerworld
years feature nostalgic foofoge of their ilation (15 racks)/S2mivE999 W 31941_1
TV performances in 1980, 1983 NOW THAT'S WHAT I CALL... 1 ~ PMI/Vir
and 1984. With six frccks from 12 - "€ T T Compilation (14 tracksy/S8min/£11.99 MV NO H
R E v | E W | their most recent album, including | 337 * JACK THE VIDEO: 1S HOUSEHITS  Wienerworld
R . o Y e ;_’;e h",smglles :fmogeddonl "LOHd 19 14 2 mplation (15 traces)/53min/£9.99 WNR 1043
= nothing lasts oo ong and nothing ysteriq, plus their new single Love o T 7 e A
LEGEND CONTINUES. The is examined too closely. As a | Bites — due for release on June 13 14 mg},’nf,ﬂm?(']%c,,f,cli;}fhffggg%ss”’e C}c‘ﬁ’v”é}%gg
Video Collection MJ 1000. Run- documentary, the absence of a | — the video ends with two songs Unde A Recdmed Sy - | 1. Wi
ning time: 55 minutes. Dealer Michael Jackson interview is dis- | filmed live in concert at Houston, 155 8L|ve(12:cc€s|;/1hrlgln/£9 ;’; Y W[')r ;g
Price: £6.95. appointing {though the star is | Texas, in The Round during their T gl T CBS/Fox
Comment: There are few surprises named as executive producer) but | 1988 tour. 1613 2 IER]E;JCES /FhE/QlJ?? ARBY: Intro ucmg c 5%2%’5
in this colourful and comprehen- on the plus side there are many A timely release at the end of the Pt e
sive visual scrapbook, but Video  chuckles to be had at the hysterical | band’s sell-out world tour, Historia ] 7 o THE WHO: Who's Better Who's Best? “Channel 5
Collection’s party piece remains a  fans, implausibly gaudy Jackson 5 | has a dealer price of £10.42. ~~ " Compiation (17 tracks)/Thi/£9.99 =0T JERED5562
highly entertaining release which stage gear and crass comments | @ FOLLOWING TS Evening '| LS. PET SHOP BOYS: Television PMI
inspires both awe and pity for the  from such as Elizabeth Taylor | With .. series, MSD is releasing o ~— — = Compilation (6 racks}/30min/£6.99 'MVR 9900572
cute kid from Indiana who became  (“Michael is ET”). series of live concerts by MOR 19 1917 ALEXANDER O’NEAL: Voice On The Radio  CBS/Fox
a 200  million-selling he- Sales Forecast: Video Collection | artists. Due for release on June 13 Compilation (6 tracks)/25mn£9.99 539450
nomenom. Featuring 22 JccEson hopes to break all records with this | ot a dealer Frice of £5.56 are 20 THE CURE: Sfonn% At The Sea Palace
tracks, clips from TV shows, home release and, given its quality and rogrammes featuring Neil Seda- — T Compllation (17 fracks)/ "hr 20min/£19.99 _PVC3011M
videos, brief interjections from the immense popularity of the fea- Eo, Charley Pride, Brenda Lee, Compiled by Gallup for Music Week ©1988
ageing Hollywood stars and un-  tured ortist, there is no reason why | Loretta Lynn, Roger Whittaker and
seen footage from the current tour,  sales should disappoint. SW | Fats Domino.
NEW FROM OLD GOLD 15" +
h A SERIES OF ROCK G OLD
G O D AND DANCE 12" SINGLES
L FEATURING EXTENDED MIXES* TOP TEN
OG 4085 OG 4062
YARBROUGH & PEOPLES WINDJAMMER P?S g}c‘;:oNog MTUME e 3 | ks
A Don't Stop The Music 7:49 | A Tossing And Turning 6:40 d Juicy Fruit 703
B Live Without Your Love 331 MTUME Prime Time 551
LEON HAYWOOD SOS BAND Just Be Good To Me 8:56
B Don't PushIt, Don't Force It 5:26 OG 4063 SOS BAND Weekend Girl 5:59
OLIVER CHEATHAM
TE]%zG] 33%% " A Get Down Saturday Night 7:33 2. 0OG4011 BROTHERS JOHNSON Stcmp 6:22 {
BROTHERS JOHNSON Funk
A TllBe Around 6:02 AL HUDSON AND THE PARTNERS HOWARD ](IJHNSON S:}‘Lhee fis s ggils
B YouMake It Heaven 5:30 | B YouCanDolt 7.03 TONY CAMILLOS BAZUKA  Dynomite 510 {
OG 4057 OG 4064
ARETHA FRANKLIN DYNASTY 3. 0G402]  EVELYN mc ___ Love Come Down 6:09 1
A JumpTolt 6:33 | A IDon't Wanna Be A Freak EVELYN ‘CHAMPAGNE' KING = Shame 6:32
B GetIt Right 6:15 (ButI Can't Help Myself) T:14
4. 0OG4042 TOM BROWNE Funkan For Jamaica 4:40
OG 4058 ONE WAY featuring AL HUDSON TOM BROWNE Rozkan' Radio 6:14
KENNY G B Music 7:14 ‘
A Hi'How Ya Doin'? 5:54 5 OG4048 SHANNON ;
B What Does It Take G 4065 AABIOR e Tann s
(To Win Your Love) 6:00 CRUSADERS = ;
A Streetlife 7:49
OG 4059 6.  0G4019 EARTH, WIND AND FIRE Lets Qroove 6:47
SHALAMAR WILTON FELDER EARTH, WIND AND FIRE Boogie Wonderland 821
A ANight To Remember 5:08 | B Inherit The Wind 6:53 (with the Emotions)
B 1Can Make You Feel Good 4:20
0OG 4061 OG 4066 1. OGA4028 POINTER SISTERS Automatic 4:45
WHISPERS SHALAMAR POINTER SISTERS Jump 625
A And The Beat Goes On 6:43 | A Thereltls 6:18
B It's A Love Thing 5:.06 | B Friends 5:02 8. 0G4023  OJAYS Put Our Heads Together 701
*Where avallable OJAYS I Love Music 9:47
AVAILABLE FROM 0G4035  EYELYN KING I'm In Love 553
EVELYN ‘CHAMPAGNE' KING Your Personal Touch
YOUR DISTRIBUTOR T T -
0G4047 BOOKER NEWBURY I Love Town 5:18
Please ask your distributor for CHERI Murphy’s Law 432
Spring/Summer 1988 Catalogue e
The Original Hoit Recordings L
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: : ; BRIAN KNIGHT with JON McLOUGHLIN
e STEVE BRAY anp RAY BAILEY

PRODUCED BY RICHARD NEWMAN

CHROME CASSETTE PYM13
COMPACTDISC PYC 13

ORDER FROM YOUR PRT REPRESENTATIVE
OR RING 01-640 3344
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MIKE

Forever
BILLY OC

For information about licensing songs through ASCAP in the States, please ring

James Fisher in London on 01-930-1121 or write to him at:
ASCAP 52 Haymarket, Suite 9, London SW1Y 4RP
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Join the new country

June sees
numerous new
country talents
giving the genre
its biggest UK
push, under the
banner of Route
88. These acis
are less the
Nashville glitter
of Dolly and
Tammy, but
more the
vibrant, young
music coming ovl
of the US. John
Tobler looks at
who’s on and
marks your card
for potential
sales

| COUNTRY FOCUS

HE PLANNING is over, the
acts are on the way, so
here’s a brief map through
the jungle for dealers who
want to toke advantage of the
tours of the numerous acts in the
Route 88 campaign during June.
The biggest gig will almost cer-
tainly be at the Royal Albert Hall,
headlined by the man expected by
many to be the biggest seller of the
lot, Randy Travis. Already with a
single in the chort, Forever And
Ever Amen, Travis has made two
albums, Storms Of Life and Always
And Forever, which have both sold
prodigiously in the US on Warner
Bros. Clean cut with appeal to all
oge groups, he will also sell as a
result of TV exposure, and the lyric-
al brilliance of much of his output
will impress many who profess rEof
his appeal is too close to the Radio
Two audience. He will be a sensa-
tion here, just as he is in America.
Supporting him at the RAH will
be the excellent Kathy Mattea and
the so far litle appreciated
Sweethearts Of The Rodeo. Mat-
tea hos recently scored two US
country chart toppers, with ace
songs also recorded by Nanci
Grittith, whose sales potential
should already be established in
the minds of dealers. Mattea has
two albums on Mercury, Walk The
Way The Wind Blows and the re-
cent Untasted Honey, both pro-
duced by Allen Reynolds, and has
already had country chart success
in Britain.
The Sweethearts Of The Rodeo
are sisters who named themselves
after the LP by the Byrds inspired

NEW GRASS REVIVAL: high-class bluegrass

cavalcade

ROUTE STARS: K T Oslin, Randy Travis and Kathy Mattea ... all sales bankers

by the late Gram Parsons. Janis Gill
(wife of country star, Vince Gill)
and Kristine Arnold will have their
second album released for their
tour. Their eponymous debut
album included an old Everly Bros
item, Hey Doll Baby, and the
second album, One Time One
Night, similarly includes the classic
So Sad (To Watch Good Love Go
Bad). Also, this new selection fea-
tures the title song (previously a hit
for its creators, Los Lobos) and also
| Feel Fine, onginally by The Bea-
tles. This CBS duo seems likely to
do very well, and will undoubtedly
score in the glamour department.
Both Maftec and the Sweethearts
will be additionally gigging at the
Mean Fiddler,  while  the
Sweethearts are also on at Wool-
wich Tramshed.

It seems probable that the gi
which will excite most attention 02
ter the Albert Hall extravaganza is
the one at the Shaw Theatre star-
ring K T Oslin and Michael John-
son. Both are RCA acts, Oslin's
brilliont debut album, ‘80’s Ladies,
having been second in crossover
terms in America only to Randy
Travis — Travis has sold over 2m

albums in a short time, and Oslin s
next in line. Oslin seems likely to be
of interest to audiences of sophish-
cated taste, while Michaoel John-
son, a recent addition to the cam-
poi?n following enthusiastic ¢ritical
acclaim for his fine That's That
album, will surely create substantial
interest among devotees of coun-
try rock.

Johnson has achieved success in
the past as a folk singer (he was in
the Chad Mitchell Trio with John
Denver) and a rock'nroller (three
US top 40 hits in the late Seven-
ties), and like Oslin, has immense
experience which will undoubtecly
provide a memorable concert
which in its turn will shift units.
Oslin’s album, it should be noted, is
available on CD, as are those by
Travis, and both the Mattea re-
leases, although at this point, it is
not clear whether Johnson's album,
or either of those by tae
Sweethearts Of The Rodeo, have
been digitalised.

However, there is no doubt cb-
out the two highly accloimed
albums by singer/songwriter Lvle
Lovett {on MCA). Both Lyle Lovett
(his debut) and the recent Pontiac

have impressed substantial num-
bers of punters already, and their
number is likely to be increased
substantially by his swift return to
the UK after a recent tour on which
he was acompanied by a cello
player, John Hagen. For his Town
& Country Club gig os part of
Route 88, he'll be %ringing with
him what he calls ‘His Large Band’,
which will presumably be able to
recreate the sounds on his notable
albums. One of only three or four
Route 88 acts who {love played in
Britain before, Lovett's appearance
will undoubtedly consolidate his
already impressive following.
Supporting him at the Town &
Country will be k d lang & the
reclines, whose most recent Sire
(WEA) album, Shadowland, has
burst into the US country album
chart this week. Produced by
Nashville veteran Owen Bradley,
the album features backing vocals
on one track by three very famous
country gals, namely Brenda Lee,
Loretta Lynn and Kitty Wells, while
the album as a whole brings to

TO PAGE 12 »

PYRAMID PROMOTIONS TAKES COUNTRY TO THE COUNTRY

PAGE10

NATIONAL RADIO —T.V. — CLUB PROMOTION

RING 01-402 3105/6
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> THE CAMPAIGN
X MAJOR NATIONAL T.V. APPEARANCES  * RADIO ~Man special features to run on ¥ MAJOR INSTORE CAMPAIGN featuring:
Kathy Mattea * PRESS FEATURES include - Sunday Papers,  Natiunal and ILR stanuns. SLEEVES. GOLOUR POSTERS, NAMEBCARDS K.T. Oslin
Untasted Honey TIMEOUT. Q. NME and much more! * ADVERTISING - in Navenal and Specialist press. % MAJUR PUSH THROUGH JUNE INTO JULY 80’s Ladies
© 121 M 21834 () H2193-2 @ russse B prassae () Posssze

[

Sweethearts Of The Rodeo

New Grass Revival Randy Travis _
Hold To A Dream Always And Forever One Time One Night
© 12083 D ycestves P cop usss22 o LP WX 107 00 WX IOTC () 925 98- © it a0 e Q) o2
L .
' on the latest albums featured in THE live tour of the S !
Stock up now on the [atest albums reatured 1n 1Iv€ (our of the Summer.
ONTOUR
MAY T8 ROSIE FLORES~ IIINT GRAHAMBROWN - WINLYLELOVETT-Rock  thereclines — Town & WIKASLEEP AT THE HTHASLEEP AT THE ASTKATHY MATTEA — 208 K. d. lang & the reciines
Time Qut Lve - Olymp:a Town & Country Club, City. Nottngham Country Club, Kentish Town WHEEL, THE WAGONEERS WHEEL, THE WAGONEERS  Hastwsden Meor Fulisler Hanesden Mean Fdoer
WM ASTROSIE FLORES ~  Kentish Town BINK. TOSLIN, MICHAEL  UINSWEETHEARTSOF  —Hariesden Mean Fiodier — Harlesden Meer Fidoier 25Tk. d lang & the reclines—  MTRNEW GRASS REVIVAL
Putney Half Moon NMLYLELOVETT - JOHNSON - Showcaseat  THE RODEQO-Harescen  BIRRANDY TRAVIS, W SWEETHEARTS OF Putney Hatf Moon — Dingwats Carmowr. Jewn
84 ROSE FLORES — Statum, Duiosn Shsw Theatre, Euston Roaa  Mean Fiddier SWEETHEARTS OF THE THE RODEO — Woaiwicn 70D k. d. lang & the reclines W NEWGRASS REVIVAL
Viooiwich Famshed 1IWLYLELOVETT - THLYLE LOVETT & HIS WILYLELOVETT -~ RODEO & KATHY MATTEA Tamehed Dnigwats Camasen Town — Harmocen Mear F e
{MROSEFLORES — Playhouse, Newrostie LARGE BAND k d.lang &  Internavonal 2 Manchester — Royal Alpert Hal LY ISTNEWGRASS
Hirasden Mean Fuadier REVIVAL — Waolwir

SMLYLELOVETT-The TFameneo

e A .
Venue, Ednburgh ( ‘Bg @] m A ‘m MINEWGRASS REVIVAL
W T GRAHAM BROWN — e A (N phonogram v‘ Putrey Ha'f Moon
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Putney Haif Moon



COUNTRY FOCUS

» FROM PAGE 10

mind the work of the late and
undoubtedly great Patsy Cline. On
her previous album, Angel With A
Lariat (also on Sire}, long (she
doesn’t use capital letters, and she's
Canadian, although the two pieces
of information are not necessarily
connected!} was backed by
(oamong others) Nash The Slash, B J
Cole and Dave Edmunds, who pro-
duced the album. It will be fascinat-
ing to discover how she combines
the country/punk of Angel with the
classic country of Shadowland. As
well as the Town & Country date
with Lovett, lang will also be play-
ing at the Mean Fiddler, Dingwcns
and Putney Half Moon.

Opening the Route 88 com-
paign will be another highly-rated
US female, Rosie Flores, whose
self-titled album was produced by
Pete Anderson, who oversaw the
two successful Dwight Yoakam LPs
which were early spearheads of
the various New Country pushes of
1986 and 1987. Her Reprise
(WEA) album features a song with
the classic country title Goc? May
Forgive You (But | Won't), and her
debut in this country will be the

Time Out Live show at Olympig,
followed by Gigs at Putney Half
Moon, Woolwich Tramshed and
the Mean Fiddler. A measure of
WEA's commitment to Route 88 is
that in addition to Randy Travis, the
company is bringing in Flores and
lang, olthough os yet there has
been no sign of CDs by either.
Both the acts from the EMI
Group, T Graham Brown and New
Grass Revival, o highly-rated
bluegrass quartet, whose history
includes working as Leon Russell’s
backing group (separately billed)
and taking bﬁ;egrcss behind the
Iron Curtoin, appeared at Mervyn
Conn’s Wembley Festival last year.
I¥'s fair to say that the group was
viewed by the likes of Boxcar Wil-
lie fans as insufficiently accessible,
their quite brilliant and often intui-
tive interplay (often performed ot
lightning speed} displaying total
mastery of technique, but maybe
verring too close to out- and-out
jazz at times. Together for well
over 10 years, tie group had
numerous albums availoble on
ethnic labels like Flying Fish, but
are now with EMI-America, which
has released two albums so far —
New Grass Revival (1987) ond

461-6148

" ADAMS - COMPANY
GENTLEMENS CLUB

GPEN
~HIRING

LYLE LOVETT: already acclaimed, set to go further

Hold To A Dreom (this year). The
group’s constituent parts, but not-
ably founder Sam Bush {mandolin}
and banjo man Bela Fleck, seem to
be in great demand as sessioneers,
judging by the number of times
their names appear on album
sleeves, and they will be amazing

The power of love

Save that dress

OUTNOWON I & 1"

(1484

(0
Taken from the alhum “BRILLIANT CONVERSATIONALIST®

OEE MM LIV iy 0 e ot o, e o Sty 16 e T & oty i
Umm FAON ENI TELESALESON 0146 811
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crowds at Dingwolls, the Mecn
Fiddler, Woolwich Tramshed ard
Putney Half Moon ot the end of
June.

T Graham Brown is as yet no
more than a cult figure, but one
who is highly rated by the few who
have seen him and ﬁis group, the
Hardtops. A hard rocking night ot
the Mean Fiddler last year was
sparsely attended, proboLIy on tae
basis that few people knew who
‘His T-ness’ {as he likes to oe
known) was, but his vibrant mix of
soulful country ballads and ro-
holds-barred R&B produced an
excited reaction despite the poor
audience turnout. Brown, who is
one of the most in demand vocal-
ists for American TV jingles (includ-
ing McDonalds), has two albums
available, last year’s | Tell It Liks It
Used To Be and the more recent
Brilliant Conversationalist. The at-
ter is also on CD, and is the closest
representative among the Route
88-ers to southern boogie, which
his appearance on the Gettin-
Tough — New Country TV skow
proved beyond a doubt.

it seems likely that Western
Swing experts Asleep At The
Wheel have played in the UK be-
fore, but never with such attention
focussed upon them. A group with
over 15 years experience {and
with over 50 personnel changes in
that time, apparently), they are cur-
rently signed to Epic, and their
tenth album, logically enough ttled
10, has just been released. |- in-
cludes a version of the Huey Lawis
hit | Want A New Drug produced
by Lewis himself, and it should also
be noted that the group has twice
received Grammy Awards as Best
Instrumental Group. While the cur-
rent focus will be on the 10 album,
reissues/repackages are also avail-
able on Demon/Edsel and See For
Miles. The group will perform for
two nights ot Harlesden's Mean
Fiddler.

The Route 88 campaign has
already achieved several no-able
firsts, not least co-operation be-
tween the six major mult-national
record companies (CBS, WEA,
MCA, BMG, EMI and PolyGram).
The Gettin’ Tough TV show (pro-
duced by the BBC in co-operation
with the Country Music Associa-
tion) was a strong indication of the
commitment shared by everyone in
this endeavour. The recent involve-
ment of the Our Price Chain, which
will mount in-store displays and,
with Continental Airlines and Time
Out mcgczme is sponsoring a free
gjogromme for the campaign, is

rther proof that country music is
achieving far greoter visibiity in
Britain than ever before.

ALSO APPEARING: don't forget

the rest ... (from top) Sweethearts
Of The Rodeo, k d lang, T Grahom
Brown and Rosie Flores
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XAV 8 MWAT' SOV
HER BRAND NEW SINGLE
WHEN YOU LOVE ME, I GETLAZY

oF

OUT NOWON 7" (DB 9167) - 12" (12 DB 91677) AND
4 TRACK CD SINGLE (CDDB 916 7)

TAKEN FROM HER DEBUT ALBUM ‘BLUE SLIPPER’ PRODUCED BY GLYN JOHNS
AVAILABLE ON COMPACT DISC (CD SCX 6710) - ALBUM (SCX 6710) - CASSETTE (TCSCX 6710)

wee. ’'BLUE SLIPPER CERTAINLY DESERVES ATTENTION’— ‘Q’ MAGAZINE
' CLOSETOESSENTIAL — NME
<.’ HELEN WATSON POSSESSES TALENT IN DEPTH’— JOHN TOBLER, MUSIC WEEK

SEE HER ILIVE
REGIONAL DATES - JUNE 6 : NEWCASTLE - RIVERSIDE - JUNE 7 : LEEDS - UNIVERSITY
JUNE 9 : MANCHESTER -BAND ON THE WALL - JUNE 10 : EDINBURGH - VENUE
LONDON DATES - JUNE 14 : PUTNEY - THE HALF MOON
mives JUNE 15: WOOLWICH - THE WOOLWICH TRAMSHED - JUNE 16 : CAMDEN - DINGWALLS
ML, ORDER NOW FROM EMI TELESALES ON (01) 848 9811
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Records to be featured on this week’s Top Of The Pops

Fowr -75

SINGLES

W

FLEETWOOD MAC
ISN'T IT MIDNIGH

DISTRIBUTED BY Wead RECORDS LTD "B A WARNER

MMUNICATIONS CO

ORDER FROM THE W8 TELE-ORDER DESK ON 01-998 5929 OR FROM YOUR e SALESMAN

&
\6"\‘A e’

3

1

-~

wfnle Lobel 7 1127 Nember (Dstnbuter) WW
Arhsts (Producers) Publishers

WITH A LITTLE. /SHE'S LEAVING HOME Childline CHILD1 (F)
Wet Wet Wet/Billy Brogg ({A) Wet Wet Wet (AA) ) Porter/Jones) Northem ()

~
-

GOTTO BE CERTAIN PWL PWL(T) 12(P)
Kylie Minogue (Stock/Aitken/Waterman) All Boys Music (s)

PERFECT RCA PB 41845 (12"-PT 41846) (BMG)
44 Fairground Attraction (Fairground Attraction/Moloney) MCA Music 5

CIRCLE IN THE SAND Virgin VS(T) 1074 (E)
6 5 Belinda Carlisle {Rick Nowels) Screen Gems-EM/Shipwreck/Virgin ()

SOMEWHERE IN MY HEART WEA YZ18)(T) {W)
8 7 Aztec Camera {Michael Jonzun) Wamer Chappell Music (5

CHECK THIS OUT Breakout/A&M USA(T) 629 (F)

L. A Mix {Les Adams) Welk Music Group

~
o

THE KING OF ROCK ‘N’ ROLL Kitchenware/C8S SK(X) 37 (C)
Prefab Sprout (Thomas Dolby) Kitchen Music/SBK Songs (5

~
w

MY ONE TEMPTATION 4h - B'Woy/Island (12)BRW 85 (F)
Mica Paris (L'Equipe) Abocus/Warner Chappell Music

v
w

BLUE MONDAY 1988 Factory FAC 737 (12°-FAC 73R} (P)
New Order (New Order) Be Music/Warner Chappell Music

Q0 O INICOI L (WIN -

3
~
~

LOVE WILL SAVE THE DAY Arista 111516 (12°-611516) (BMG)
Whitney Houston (Jellybean) Warner Chappell Music

PSS

DONT GO Hrr/London LON(X) 174 {F)
Hothouse Flowers (Clive Langer/Alan Winstanley) Warner Chappell ()

-
[}

ANFIELD RAP(("RED MACHINE IN FULL EFFECT)  Virgin LFC1{12) (E)
Liverpool F.C. (Tuff Audio) Virgin Music

™~
2]

OH PATT! (DON'T FEEL SORRY FOR LOVERBOY) Virgin VS(T) 1006 (£}
Scritti Politti (Gartside/Gomson) Chrysalis/Warmer Chappell Music

TITLES A-Z (WRITERS)
40 Yeors [Hardeastle| 53  Kid From Kensington, The (Tylo/
Alove Supteme (Coltrane/ 88
Downing/Cole) 64 Rock'N'Roll The
All’hoWay(Sﬁo«/Mevv
J 76 KnsMe }S
Alphobe!S'( nnce) 52 w.ucmmf -eld 70
Anﬁeldl!c UOhnst Life A
fo'm ella
Bchou bro'he'l Lite 15 {Gore
Loodsomoney {Enheki/Higson/
evry ;el) Whehouse/Orb} 30
Blue Monda (NewOrded 9 loﬂluVou(S'ewoﬂ/‘l’cyb? 21
BomA%cm nestman) 74 Struck {Jesse Johnson) 83
BeokenLond (Gnbben| 46 Love Wil Save The Day {Tom
Con You Porty (Terry) 95 1
Check This Out [Adoms| 6 Love WiliTeor Us Apart {Joy
C-r:le In The Sand {Nowels/ msion).
e b 4 m;’he%cnull Lews) gg
alace (Hewerdine/ sPro
rd/Larcombe/ M«mes ebbLs 42

8
Do‘bm(}ﬂe (g Stevens) 87

e o) 78
Drvine Emonans (Wolden/

Cohen]
Doctorn’ The Tardis (Chinn/
Chopman/Gramner. Glm:

Leander/Timelord: E‘
Don*tBlame it On The Gird
[Redly/Frsher}
Don'ColMeBuby‘Bym/
Jones)
Doﬂ"Go[MoodavO‘Toole/ "

Doﬂ 'You I.ovc Me Anymorez
(Warren/Hommond) .99

53

oonchild (The Nephllm 36
ookt e Wil
Williomson,

|
ene/Nichol)
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, LOVEO o

I 8 Aztec Camera Warner Brothers WX 128
5 NOWIT1 %% o

19 Various EMI/Virgin/PolyGram NOW 11

THE INNOCENTS o

R .

MUSIC WEEK

SAVAGE AMUSEMENT co

o Scorpions Harvest/EMI SHSP 4125
s, JTEAR DOWN THESE WALLS e o
Billy Ocean Jive HIP57

WHENEVER YOU NEED SOMEBODY »%x % oo

¢ Rick Astley RCAPLTIS29
REGGAE HITS 4 o
62 m Various JetStor JELP 1004
;s CHER @ co
Cher Geffen WX 132
.. NORTH AND SOUTH o
Gerry Rafferty London LONLP 55
” DIVINE EMOTION cp
Narada Reprise/WEA WX 172
s WOW!e o
Bananarama London RAMA 4
;; COME INTO MY LIFE @ o
Joyce Sims firr/London LONLP 47
. LIVE IN EUROPE @ o
Tina Turner Capitol ESTD 1
« KICK e co
INXS Mercury/Phonogram MERH 114
5 FACE VALUE *%* o
Phil Collins Virgin V 2185
EUREKA oo
7‘ m The Bible Chrysalis/Cooltempo CHR 1646
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SIXTIES MIX % oo

a3
a4
a5 *
a6
a7
a8

The Adventurers Elektro EKT 45
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NASTY ROX Inc: simply getting on with it

0
MUsIc

by Julian Henry

WHILE OTHERS deliberate the
legal potholes surrounding sam-
pling, Nasty Rox inc are simply
getting on with it. Signed to the ZTT
label, with an album tentatively ti-
tled Led Zep 2 ready for release
later in the summer, the group have
just released their first single,
Escape From New York.

Produced by Trevor Horn, the
record boasts an impressively
modern flavour — a wise dance
rhythm section along with some
meaty guitar work and snatches of
scratching. It has the pedigree to
achieve dance hit status, with the
possibility of full chart honours.

“There's actually very little sam-
pling on our recording,” they say
when approached on the subject.
“Mostly we try to scratch stu#f in
and we only sample when we ha-
ven't physically got enough hands
to scratch.” The group includes DJ
C J Macintosh, part of the team
behind the M A RR'S hit, Pump Up
The Volume, and the association
goes one step further with the sub-
liminal presence of David Dorrell
in the manager’s seat.

The band’s first live appearances
will be supporting James Brown.
“We're really looking forward to
it,” they say. “You can guarantee
that the crowd will be really parti-
san because he's so popular.”

On the subject of their record
label, the group are uncharacteris-
tically bosaful and do not want to
discuss the reasons for the delay in
the release of their single. Tzey
refer darkly to “the machinations
of the music industry”. Not long
after the interview the reason for
this is revealed when various un-
named sources (ie the band’s PR
company) disclose that ZTT ore ab-
out to leave EMI and sign o new
deal with WEA. Well | never.

“The thing is thot ZTT is still a very
young label. They were very naive
when they were dealing with
Frankie and, hopefully, they have
learned from the experience. We
like it because they're not like a
huge organisation, they're very
approachable. It will be inieresting
to see how they cope with our sty
because we're the first band that
they've really had to break. With
the Frankies they just happened,
with Nasty Rox, we’re going to
watch them work.”

The group’s sense of humour is
apparent in the title of the LP,
currently referred to as Led Zep 2.
“Yeah,” they smirk, “only Peter
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Grant is going to issue an injunc-
tion so we might have to change it.
There's octucl?y a bit of Led Zep on
it, the scream from A Whole Lotta
Love.

“With all the bits of sompling on
the record, we have actuolly asked
everyone’s permission, so it's all
completely legal,” they stress. “You
can hear everything from Deep
Purple to The Carpenters on it. The
only person who we asked and
said no was Trevor — we wanted
to use a bit of Relax but he was
very sensitive on the subject right
after the court case against ZTT.”

Bible class

by Selina Webb

THE BIBLE'S Walking The Ghost
Back Home ranked among the
finest debut albums of 1986, earn-
ing its creators widespread acclaim
and spowning two much-lauded
singles, Moho?io and Graceland.
Now the Cambridge-based
quartet is back, less an exclamation
mark but with o new album out on
Chrysalis and renewed hope of
“earning something a bit nearer to
the national average wage”.
Optimistically entitled  Eureka,
the new LP (reTeose date May 23}
features the first production job by
new country star Steve Earle, who
was initially employed to produce
three songs and swiftly completed
the whole album. Boo Howerdine,
the band’s quietly-spoken singer
and lyncist, is pleased with the
finished result. “We were really
worried that we hadn't surpassed
the first album, it's a lot more of a
full-blown band thing, but now we
are confident that it is better.”
The Bible — whose name is de-
signed to suggest “a collective wis-
dom” rather than any religious
connotation — formed in Cam-
bridge in 1985 with a desire to
bring songwriting back into
fashion. Walking The Ghost Back
Home was recorded with Hower-
dine’s £1,000 savings and, inde-
pendently released through Backs

THE BIBLE’S hoping to earn ‘some-
thing nearer the national average
wage’ from Eureka

Records, sold 20,000 copies and
spent six months in the indie charts.

The new LP showcases 10 of the
30 trocks recorded by the band
since their last relecse. It finds
Howerdine's  superlative  vocal
backed by Neill MacColl — son of
Ewan, brother of Kirsty — on
guitar and mandolin, David Lar-
combe on drums and Tony
Shepherd, who plays keyboards
and percussion.

Piped
cream

by John Tobler
STUDENTS OF the Folk & Roots

chart in recent weeks may have
noticed the high re-entry of Davy
Spillane’s Aflantic Bridge album,
released originally on the lrish
Tara label, but now available in the
UK, through Cooking Vinyl. Spil-
lane is a 29-yecr-o|ngilleon pipe
player who can be heard on Gerry
Ro%’erfy's new album and on two
of Van Morrison’s recent releases
and with Christy Moore was a
founder member of that Irish su-
pergroup, Moving Hearts.

Spillane’s album has been de-
scribed as New Age music. Does
he mind? “I think New Age hasn't
been fully realised yet, although it's
getting there — it’s certainly given
Vollenweider a stage, an access to
the music business, which people
like that deserve. However, | don't
really know how music made by
Uillean pipes, dobros, guitars and
congos can really be colled new
anything. By The River Of Gems, a
track on the album, is an authentic
Druidic tune ... It seems that New
Age is another shelf in a record
shop, which is neither rock nor folk,
and it probably hasn't matured into
onything yet”.

As soon as Atlantic Bridge has
recouped its costs, which should
not be long, Spillane is looking
forward to making a follow up.
This may again f%oture notable
non-Irish musicians like Albert Lee,
Bela Fleck and Jerry Douglas,
whose dobro playing was a major
reason for the debut album'’s con-
ception. “I think the dobro and the
pipes have a lot in common, and
the dobro’s emotional content in
relation to the pipes gets to me,”
says Spillane. “It adds dynomics
which the pipes don’t have other-
wise, endorses them, if you like. The
pipes are like Ireland’s dobro, and
the dobro’s Nashville’s pipes.”

Little
big man

by Nick Robinson

AT ONLY 19, Andrew Wood
Mitchell has already made his
mark on London’s pub and club
circuit, impressing many with his
mature and rich vocals.

Looking at his slight frame it is
impossible to match it with the col-
ourful, earthy tones that flow effor-
tlessly through his songs, but the
little big man has had the honour
of being compared to such names
as Ray Charles, Steve Winwood
and Joe Cocker.

He began singing at the age of
10 and was performing in o band
by the time he reached 15. But
or;hough he stayed with groups for
another three years — at the same
time as learning to play the piano
— he soon realised his own talent.

“| came to the conclusion thot a
band was not going to work in my
situation. People were noticing me
a lot more than anyone else,” he
says. During that time, Wood
Mitchell was also discovering diffe-
rent styles of music, to which he
competently adapted  himself.
These days he is quite at home
singing anything from gospel to
soul and blues.

“| realised that a certain feel was
important in the songs and that's
what | began to trying to create,”
he says. Certainly, there's feeling ¢
ﬁlenfy on his lotest demo and witt

is songwriting improving all the
time, the former Abbey Road tope
operator is taking giant steps to-
wards a recording deal.

Great
expectations

by Ola During

WITH BILL Campbell as dad and
Pete Campbell as uncle, it is nct
surprising that Ann and Sonig,
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