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News analysis: The strategy of Umbrella 3 New product 3 BPI wins CD piracy battle 4 Frontline: Entering the sell through market 6 Publishing; No turning back for Price and Chang 6 Dance chart 10 Dance; Hamilton Tl Singles, album charts 12,21 A&R; On a trip with Trevor Miller, watching The Slowest Clock; U2 and Marillion live plus Tracking and reviews (Sinead O'Connor's single 

N S I © i pictured) Si US charts The Other Chart Classical; Koch and aphon sign a new Suprajpho 
o: A look at Karaoke plus chart Airwaves: Capital plans autumn launch n: CD chart ; 

Carlin Music after 48 
Diary; Dooley 

Cracking Christmas confsrmeci 
FORECASTS FOR bumper sales at video and 180 per cent for ol Christmas are being surpassed by reality, according to the latest stat- 

Gallup says sales figure almost every format during the thefc 1 989 Christmas season compai with the same period in 1988. 
npact discs. Video 

CD sales went up by 60 per cent from approximately S'/jm to 6m adding another successful year to ' " growth pattern. Album saies increased by 16 per cent from 21m to 25m. The only format that did not go up in sales was the single (seven and 12-inch) which stayed the same at about 6Vim. During the TO PAGE FOUR ► 

GET STRAIGHT Into The Nineties at Midem. Into The Nineties — 
of the business orientated sem- inar hosted jointly by Music Week and sister paper Studh 
afternoon of January 23. The topics get right to the heart 

where deals cc ^_ ....„ funding of new artists; and the evolving pattern of taxation. 

IPS bites back at 

CD Which-hunt 
A SIMPLE response is being pres- ented this week to the biggest ham- mering record companies have ever suffered over compact disc prices. To those who say unjustified profits are being made, the BPI re- plies: they have got it wrong. 
WEA reassesses 
CD price trial 
WEA'S EXPERIMENT with lower CD prices is being curtailed. Fifteen months ago, the com- pany dropped its dealer price to £6.49 — 80 pence below the cur- 
a move decided on before the present furore, prices will rise to £6.99. WEA chairman Rob Dickins says the company hod hoped its lower dealer price would be reflected in reduced cost to the consumer and thereby increase sales. He adds: "Our CDs seem to be selling at the same price as most others." • Details p4. 

Major record companies, as represented by the BPI, have been slung and angered by the often-  in Cons  .. i magazine Which? i repeated ai 
which they were ; leering" and "milking their cus- tomers". After consulting a barris- ter, the BPI says it believes the orig- inal report to be libellous but is '•  lent on the ro further c ct becau 
John Deacon s eption from the sialion in that they 

the public interest. They were equally short-sighted in opposing us over the home-taping issue. 'This matter is particularly disap- pointing because people regard Which? in a different way to the popular press, but Which? is mak- ing just the same errors. This report is totally irresponsible." Deacon counters the Which? re- port by stating: • record company profits on a CD are around £1 and not £10 as has been suggested; • the price of CDs has fallen in 
in 1 983 by some 40 per cent; TO PAGE FOUR ► 

CONVOY LEADER Brian Shepherd (left) gets some coverage One's Simon Bates whose show will be carrying daily reports of thi Rainbow Rovers' progress 
Shep sws up Rainbow Rowers 
THE MUSIC industry is taking leading role in sending a conv of medical and relief supplies refugees in Algeria. The Rainbow Rovers fleet is 

Radio must pay for US product — official 
THE UK's independent radio 
ing American records without pay- ing needlellme dashed by the De- partment of Trade and Industry. The Association of Independent Radio Contractors had argued for a concept called first fixation 

vould be regarded as remain American despite being relea n the UK by a British-based a sany. Because no needlelims said in the US, the AIRC conte sd, no payments should be p lere on such product. 

   independent searchers hired by the DTI con- cluded; "On balance, first fixation would seem likely to damage, rather than promote, the UK rec- ord industry." The research was conducted by TO PAGE FOUR ► 

be headed by former A. aging director Brian Shepherd and, it will be announced later this week. Radio One will be publicising the project on a daily 
a far higher pro- it of the convoys last year and. Shepherd nopes, should produce widespread public support. Shepherd was involved with Rainbow Rovers before leaving A&M in November but says that since his departure he has been 
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