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Thorn Ell 

moves on 

CSirysalis 
Chrysalis Records looks set to become a wholly-owned Thorn EMI company this week. EMI Records president Jim Fifield is understood to be keen to seal the move tomor- row (Tuesday), the same day as EMI's interim results are announced. EMI's takeover of Chrysalis chairman Chris Wright's re- maining half of the record company was originally due to take place in late November/ early December. But Fifield is believed to have put pressure on Chrysa- lis to push the deal through in time for Tuesday's meeting. Thorn EMI paid £46m for half of the company in 1989. A statement from Chris Wright early last week signal- led that current discussions "may involve the acquisition by Thorn EMI pic of Chrysa- lis's 50% stake in the joint ven- 

Wright also stressed his wish to acquire the remaining 53% of the Chrysalis Group that he does not own. Share- 

Wrighl: holders would be offered about 95p per share. Wright declines to comment further on the statement or confirm that the record divi- sion deal would go through this week. 

Jim Fifield, currently in the UK preparing for Tuesday's meeting, was unavailable for 
A Thorn EMI spokesman de- scribed the likelihood of a deal being signed by Tuesday as "as good a possibility as any". 

Justice fills 
Collopy post 
at Big Life 
Brian Justice is the new boss at Big Life Music, with Dennis Collopy leaving to set up his 

Justice, general manager at IRS for four years before leav- ing to do consultancy work last May. says his main priority is to develop the company's 18 
"As well as concentrating on acts such as Lisa Slansfield, Yazz and the Soup Dragons. 1 will be looking for new talent," 

mager He is joined by new right'royalties mi Michelle Hudson, who Morrison Leahy Music. Meanwhile, former Big Life Music MD Dennis Collopy is expanding his own Menace group of companies. Menace Music - co-run by Collopy's wife, Marilyn Worsley — will handle pub- lishing. Menace Management, production work and Menace Records will be launched in the New Year. 

Philips unveils DCC prices 

The cheapest player will cost no less than hardware for Sony's Digital Audio Tape, which has proved too expen- 
But software for the Philips format, heralded ai lor to compact cass rror CD pric 

of DCC, Gerry Wirtz, says the cheapest machines, launched at £320, will soon drop in price, "In all electronic prod- ucts, when the market picks up prices will come down," he 
Marantz is to market a top- of-the-range player at £560, while the cheapest portable machine will cost around £400. All m 

ers of the rival Mini-Disc — have made a commitment to producing DCC software. A range of 400-500 titles is ex- pected to be available at the format's launch in April. Dieter Radecki, PolyGram commercial director, says a mid-price range may follow. In October, Sony and Philips agreed to co-operate over pat- ents for their two rival for- Mini-Disc charge including Sony — manufactur- peeled until late 1992. 

UrtiiP axe 

fells chief 
Polydor's Urban dance divi- sion is to close following the departure of general manager Eddie Gordon. Gordon, who took up the po- sition 13 months ago, says he was asked to leave and that his redundancy was a result of the changes in management at Polydor. He says Urban will now be closed down with its labels Love, Raiders and Slam be- coming direct A&R sources for Polydor. Urban will continue as a label. "It's all happened because of a change in management and a change in policy," says Gor- don. "It's a shame because we^ have had some of the best club records of the year." Club promotion for all the 

Polydor dance labels will now be handled by Terry Mat- thews. Polydor MD Jimmy Devlin was unavailable for comment. Meanwhile, Virgin has clos- ed down its dance promotion department with the loss of one job, head of dance promo- tions manager Caroline Peade. Managing director Jon Webster says: "We don't have enough dance product to jus- tify a full-time in-house dance 
"Our sister dance labels Circa and More Protein will continue to be promoted inde- pendently, as they have al- 
Dance co-ordination will be handled by Graham Ball in the marketing department. 
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