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Christmas starts here 
By Robert Ashton 
The Christmas sales surge kicked in with a vengeance last week, as retail- 
trade and early figures showed busi- ness up 30% on the previous week. By the end of Saturday, some 5.6m albums were expected to have been sold over the counter - compared with 4.4m 
feel the first signs of a festive sales 
Jerome were early festive pace-setters', with releases by Ceiine Dion, Simply Red and Beautiful South close behind. Virgin Our Price's head of music product Steve Kincaid says, "There has been a big leap in the past week." One senior record label executive adds, "The button was well and truly pushed on 

STRONG SHIP-OUTS FOR FESTIVE CONTENDERS The svength of the Christmas singles market is expected to be underlined by the success of the Spice Girls and Dunblane 
While BMG reported deliveries of 520,000 for ils Dunblane record (out todayl, Virgin had received ore-orders of more than B5nrnnn fnrlhe Spice Girls' 7 Recnmes 1 at the end of last week. The single is released next Monday (December 16). Only EMI UK's Spaceman single has a 1996 ship-out s of 600,000 in Ja 

BMG's head of sales, music division, Phil Kitghen says the Dunblane charity record - a version of Knocking On Heaven's Door, which features Mark Knopfler, a choir from Dunblane and local musicians-is being well supported acrossthe entire trade. The impressive ship-out has been achieved even though there are no deals on the single, which is expected to be sold et £3.99 by most retailers. "Everything is being done for charity so we have got pressing, display and ads for nothing or at cost price, and BMG is donating £1 per unit 

"That nefit from an extra two d 

Andys Records, was expecting sales to pick up even more into the weekend, but says catalogue has been one of the biggest areas of improvement. At Tower's Piccadilly store, manager Steve Lyttelton says the additional emphasis on catalogue is resulting in higher sales of specialist albums. "Last year people went straight to the racks, but this year buying is a bit more unusual, and they are going for jazz, world music, back catalogue, soul and dance," he says. "One of the best sellers is the Best Opéra Album In The World and the Buddy Holly greatest hits." Adrian Rondeau of Adrians in Wickford, Essex, says catalogue sales are welcome, because trade in many chart titles is being hit by the super- market chains which only stock front- 

managing director Paul /s that 120,000 copies of the î album had been reordered ■t of the week, pushing it to 

hardware before mak 
"Because of the current feelgood factor, people tend to spend on big ticket items and music later," he says, 

of 60,000 for vhile, Sony reported reorders And he adds that be 

Kincaid also says there are fewe big-name bankers compared with las year.- "It's far more spread out thi year," he says. "The established namc are being disappointing. We've got ne' acts like Spice Girls, Fugees and Kul    not eoing t 

Ainleys' Richard Wootton believes supermarkets have contributed to the slow start. "People have got out of the habit of coming into record shops and it's not as busy as it should be," he says. "I wouldn't suggest anyone should book their holidays to the Caribbean on this Christ: perform 
The racefortheChristniasnumber one spot steps up a gear this week, with Boyzone among the 
Différent Beat The release remains an outsider with the Dunblane single and the Spice Girls' 2 Becomelasthetwohot favourites (see above}. Boyzone won the first baltle of the pop acts at last week's Smash Hits Pnll Winners' Partv. scooping nine awards compared with the girl band's two. Boyzone are pictured performing Words at the show, which was staged at the LondonArena. 

r T I 1 

Distributors lift embargo on releases 
f, EMI and Pinnacle have : 

off for Christr îmbargo this weekend is 
Indep: be décision to allow retaik 

24 hours early, from yesterday moi 
When record compani ing an early delivery service to retailers last year. it was on the understanding 

ickages on Friday, says the embargo ;ak their Monday has been lifted for this week only. Pinnacle managing director Tony Powell says it has taken the step sales fo because of the increasing number of "We de stores opening on a Sunday, particular- because ly around Christmas. It told retaile ' " advance of the move, he says. EMI sales di 

going to let PolyGi Haywood said it had 

m offer- vho h e Sony : Friday n responded reluctantly. "We can't allon our artists to be disadvantaged by the compétition," he says. "We're reluctanl to go into such selling because il told dealers of the move impacts on the indies, but we're nol 
-il the officiai Monday 

date embargoes will have to be re- examined in the new year, because more retailers are opening on Sundays. Gareth Perry, singles product man- ager for Virgin Our Price, says it will go along with the move, but adds, "It's not something we're encouraging. If this is to continue, it needs to be properly looked at." 

Hell 

Nohell 
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Dealers havetheirday 

at London Music Week 

day designed for record dealers as part of next spring's convention. The dealers' day will be held on April 
meeting for south east England. A ver- sion of the retailers' evenings staged this autumn, the meeting is expected to feature a panel ofindustry executives. The day, a first for the record retail sector, will include an exhibition show- casing the latest developments m music retailing, including shopfittings, new hnology and other retail services. 

andS bndependent retaU allocation of free tickets 

panel, The Future Of Retailing, to 

fair. Meanwhile, CD Plant UK has been announced as sponsor of the LMW exhi- bition, which takes place from April 29 to May 1. The exhibition will form the centre- piece of the seven-day festival, which runs from April 26 to May 2. As part of the deal, CD Plant will manufacture a sériés of CDs associated 

base for smaller labels at the exhibition. CD Plant director of sales and mar- keting Andy Kyle says, "We are delight- 
The up-and-coming labels which are finding new repertoire and signing new 

its distributed labels. 
Jamiesonreturnsto 
new MTV position 
Peter Jamieson, the former EMI senior director who currently heads MTV Asia, is rcturning to the UK in a newly-created international position at the music channel. Jamieson, 50, starts his new job next spring, 
tional responsihility, alongside MTV International président Bill Roedy. It is understood the rôle was creatcd for Jamieson after he told MTV that he wanted to return to the UK for personal reasons. Jamieson joincd MTV in February 1995 to oversce the launch of the broadeasteris régional service from ils base in Singapore. Since then, MTV, which has launched localised services in countrics includ- ing India and Taiwan, has been locked in a bitter airwaves battle with rival music TV station Channel [V], which is owncd by Rupert Murdoch's News Corp. Jamieson left EMI in 1989 to head BMG Asia Pacific in Hong Kong and is ereditcd with steering ils new Birmingham store i générons mood at Tower Records' launch of last Monday (2). The rock outfifs singer Gary 
affiliâtes throughout South East Asia, His replacement as président of MTV Asia is Frank Brown, the former MTV Europe advertising and sales vice président who moved to the channel's Singapore office at the start of last year. 

Systems. The band's manager îank was later cautioned by police for alleged misappropriation of property. Spice Girls, My Life Story, Alisha's Attic and Dina Carroll also appeared atthe opening. 

One Little Indien aimsfor 
flotation on stock market One Little Indian is to be floated on the had to restructure the entire rester of 
a xdsTtod" and^pw the Label ^ OU now has a core nuTberTf staff to corapete with the majors. focusing on marketing 12 acts. AH four The compan/s co-owner Brian of its labels will continue to be run from 

Oasis move doser 
to LP sales record Oasis's (What's The Story) Morning Glory? took a further step towards becoming the biggest-selling album by a UK act when it was certified 12 times platinum last week. The achievement représenta delivery of 3.6m albums and is surpassed only by Bonnar unveiled the plans last week, within the OLI stable and share sales, 

siashed by 40%, Bonnar says the appli- "We want people to spend more time 
stages and that the rationalisation was and we want to spend the cash we have intended to préparé it for the sale. properly so we can launch careers, fol- The A&R and press departments low artists through and make signings both had two jobs eut, while promotions, that we feel will serve us weH," Bonnar international, production and market- adds. ing eaeh lost one staff member, The move cornes a month after In a statement to staff, One Little Mayking Multimedia, the manufactur- 

album Bad. But while Jackson's album reached the 13 mark in five years, Oasis's has racked up its sales injust 14 months. Dire Straits' ErothëîiTnTùTlnrnrfhe 
fied 12-tinms platinum, with Queen's Greatest Hits and Michael Jackson's Thriller on 11-times platinum. Création président Alan McGee savs he is deUghted with the success. Indian founder Derek Birkett said, "I ing company which is the parent of OLI, 

a heart-breaking conséquence, we have • See Profile, pG. 
"Morning Glory going 12 times platinum rounds off an excellent year for Oasis and Création. Next year should be even more exciting." 

NEWSFILE 
V2 clinches funding deal V2 has finalised a funding deal which will see an unnamed inveslment corporation lake an equity stake of around 25% in the company. Richard Branson will retain the remaining 75%. Full détails of the deal will be unveiled before Christmas. 
Chrysalis cuts losses The Chrysalis Group eut its losses by 46% to £5.8m in the year ending August 31 after increasing its turnover by 27% to £111.4m it announced last week. The losses are attributed to start-up costs atthe radio division and the Echo Label, in which Chrysalis owns a 56% stake. The music publishing division's turnover rose by 28% to £19m. 
Blockade hits Cure concerts The Cure were forced to cancel three UK shows last week because of the continental lorry blockade. Ticket holders forthe gigs, in Newcastle, Glasgow and Aberdeen, will be able to attend alternative dates or applyforrefunds. 
CHE sees profits rise 20% Carlton Home Entertainment, the budget music and video division of Carlton Communications, posted a 20% increase in pre-tax profits ta £295.1m forthe year ending September 30,1936. Managing director Gerry Donohoe says he expects the next results to show a further improvement after a period of rationalisation in which opérations in Ireland, Germany and Sweden were 
EMI Music shares continue to rise The share value of EMI Music improved slightly last week following continuing spéculation about an acquisition of the company. The share price, which began the week at 1372p, rose to 1378.5p after a Sunday newspaper report suggested MCA was interested in making an offer. 
ZYX wins Fugee-La race Columbia's plan to re-release Fugee-La as a follow up to Fugees' No Woman No Cry has been pre-empted by today's (9) release by ZYX of a dance cover version, retitled Ooo-La-La-La, by California dance outfit Justine Earp. Columbia will re-issue the original version on February 10,10 months after it reached number 21. 
Composer Kassner dies, aged 76 Vétéran publisher and composer Edward Kassner, who published Rock Around The Clock among a string of Worldwide successes, has died aged 76. Austrian-horn Kassner founded the Edward Kassner Music Company in London in 1944 and set up Président Records in 1966. 
Three LPs reach quadruple platinum ^ Three albums were certifiedfourtimes i bpx platinum by the BPI last week: George Michael's Older, Spice Girls' Spice and Now! 35. Other platinum awards went to Oasis's (What's The Story) Morning Glory? (12-tîmes), Fugees' The Score and Simply Red's Greatest Hits (both three times), The Beautiful South's Blue Is The Colour (two times) and No 1 Christmas Album, The Love Album III and The Smurfs Christmas Party (one). Gold awards went to The Best Of Everything But The Girl, Hank Marvin Plays Holly, Enigma's Le Roi Est Mort, Vive Le Roi!, Fine Young Cannibals' The Finest, The Greatest Non-Stop Party..., The Best Opéra Album... Everl, Smash Hits '97, The Prodigy's Breathe, Toni Braxton's Un-Break My Heart and East 17 & Gabrielle's If You Ever... A silver award went to Love At The Movies. 

•dotmusic The latest industry news On The Net. From Music Week. Updated Mondays at 18.00 GMT. 
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COMMENT 
Awelcome recovery After the pessimism which has characterised the indépendant retaii sector in the past few months, it is refreshing te report net only a slight upturn in the number of indie shops, but a healthy increase in the number of "mini-multiples" carving their own niche in the High Street. As our feature on page eight reveals, the indie shops are fighting back. Somelimes. though, they are not given ail the assistance they might be from their suppliers. The décision by certain distributors to lift the new release embargo is undoubtedly a blow for ail retailers slicking to traditional Monday-to-Saturday opening hours. But it has an air of inevitability about it. Sunday opening is fast faecoming the norm - patticularly in the run-up to Christmas. It seems crazy, though, that retailers were not informed of this change in policy weeks ago. There must be indies out there who would open on Sundays if they thought it would be worth their while - but not, as in some cases, with two days' notice. 
Bonnar's battle If you were feeling ungenerous, you might suggest that One Little Indian's financial position hasn't been helped by ils fondness for 99p singles and puning out expensive remix projects like Bjôrk's latest release "for créative rather than commercial reasons". Cetlainly, it's odd that a label which has enjoyed such visible success in the past year is having to make cut-backs. The marriage between the independent, maverick spîrit and commercial success has always been an uneasy one. Brian Bonnar has proved himself hener than most people at making it work. But the latest developments at OU illustrate that independents who want to tackie the majors head-on often have to be more successful, more adventurous - and more ruthless when the going gets tough. Selina Webb 

PAULS QUIRKS 
Calledtoaccount By the time this column is published, hopefully many retailers will be too busy to sit down and read it so I make no apology for directing it to the head office staff of our major suppliers. This is one forthe accountants, the marketing maestros (maestri?) and any other pile- them-high-and-sell-them-cheap aficionados within our industry (with sincere apologies to those among them who actually know somefhing and care about music). If you really want to know what retailers think of your company. dont spend any more money on consultancy fees, get in your car and visit the shops, look at the various trading situations and the compétition from other retailers. Try to put yourself in the retailers' position and explain to customers why a supermarket or video chain can sell CDs at less than trade price. Don't tell us that supermarkets and other non-specialist retailers arenT getting any encouragement or extra terms from you that allow them to screw every music retailer in the land and expect us to believe you. And read again the comments of the spokeswoman from Blockbuster (AW, December 7) when explaining the £12.99 price tag on the Now! 35 CD, "It's a membership drive for Blockbuster as opposed to being specifically targeted on music." One of the biggest selling music titles of the year being completely devalued and used as a membership incentive by a video chain - how can the music industry allow this to continue? 
Récognition for reps l'd like to say thanks to ail the reps on the road for their excellent service throughout 1996. They are in the front line and often take a lot of flak for probtems beyond their contre), but they still tum up week after week with a smile on their faces. Thanks for the service, thanks for the invites to playbacks and thanks for listening! 
Paul Quirk's column is a personal vit 

NEWS    — 

Race begins for 1997 s first number one 
■e lin by Kav 

for the chart of 1997. Labels are beginning to schcdub priority singles for release or Monday, Déccmber 30, when trad ing is expected to be slow. Virgin is releasing the title trael of George Michacrs Older album while EMI UK issues Easy bj Tcrrorvision. Among the breaking acts whe 

     ingle ' (title to be eonfirmed), impcre wurie e-as. West is releasing C'mon angles TSP Ride It (The Trainl by Quad Uty DJs, which has already 0 ,1,t 
in the US, and Don't (Love) by En Vogue. Other singles planned ai Standing Outside A Broken Phor Booth With Money In My Hand by Columbia's Primitive Radio Gods 

it It Go 

Morillo [Rcel 2 Realj^and feel it 
mSket is quite low and people are looking for soraething a bit fresh," Simon Dunmorc, dance manager at A&M, which is releasing I Believe by new act The Absolute, says the post-Christmas week is idéal for launching new dance acts __ into the market. "A lot of the anu me Grëatcst Flame by Christmas rush is out of the way," Chrysalis's Runrig. he says. "For club records, it s good Mike Gillespic, product manager because the clubs are busiest at for East West, who is working on Christmas. It's a good time to hit the Quad City DJs single, says, "We people with something fresh." 

TV cuts back music in 

Christmas schedules 
by Martin Talbot 
The Christmas TV schedule is shaping up to be one of the quietest in years for 

While peak-time shows featuring Blur, Cliff Richard, Take That, The Rolling Stones and Robson & Jerome dominated last year's BBC1 and ITV 
nels are scaling down this year's cover- age of music. Only Top Of The Pops and a Tom Jones spécial have prime-time slots on 
while concerts featuring Tina Tumer and Phil Collins are in late night slots. Instead, most music on TV over Christmas is scheduled on BBC2 and Channel Four, Luciano Pavarotti is fea- 

il Collins Big Band.BBd Phil Collins Unplugged, BBC1 REM Road Movie, BBC2 Yehudi Menuhin,BBC2 Pavarotti In Modana 1996, C4 Top Of The Pops, BBC1 Rna Turner Live In Amsterdam, ITV For One Night Only Tom Jones, ITV Pavarotti Returns To Uangollen, C4 Tony Ferrino Show, BBC2 T0TP2 Spécial, BBC2 The 0 Zone, BBC2 Tony Ferrino Clip Show, BBC2 Alanis Morissette In Concert, BBC2 Swan Lake, BBC2 

Jools Holland's annual Hootenanny will run for 80 minutes from just after midnight on New Year's Day, with Mick Hucknall, Elton John and Paul Weller among the acts due to perforai. Top Of The Pops w  TVsm Christi is. The s to the 
litional Christmas Day slot, for an hour before the Queen's Speech. The 65-minute show, which will be hosted by Spice Girls, will be repeated on December 28, the first ever repeat of the TOTP Christmas spécial. The show will be recorded this .d 13), with 

Another highlight ii Channel Four sériés < Christian rave music scc for a week from Christm 
Morrissey dismisses 
royalties'con'claims Morrissey took the i claims that he and Smi conned the ban royalties. Thcs" 

b of £lm 
r, who is now signed to Mercury US, gave evidence in the High Court on Wednesday (4) on the second day of Joyce's action. The drummer is claiming that, although he believed he was eaming 25% of ail royalties - barring songwrit- ing income - trefoTé the band's split in 1987, he had only been receiving 107c. Morrissey, who had been taking 40% of royalties with Marr, denied claims by Joyce's QC Nigel Davis that he ran the band's finances. He said he had no grasp of money matters when he formed The Smiths in 1982, claiming he was penniless because he hadn't worked since leaving school and had no bank account. "1 didn't ever agree to dcal with [Joyce's] affairs," he said. "Why should I?" Morrissey also countered claims made by Davis in his opening remarks that the singer regarded Joyce and bass player Andy Rourkc as being as "replaceable as parts of a broken-down lawnmower". Rourke, who is expected to give evidence in the hearing along with Marr, dropped his claim for 

of more than £80,000Pplus 10% of continu- es in 1989. Asked why Joyce hadn't receivcd um at the time, Morrissey said, "He didn't wanted more. I thought the fact he was try- aoly unfair." 

settleir 

Chappell A&R manager Mike Sait has signed up-and-coming songwriter Helen Boulding. She has co-writlen the next911 single, The Day We Feund Love, with Spice Girls collaborator Elliot Kennedy and is currently looking for a record deal. Boulding is also working with vétéran composer Ken Gold, who wrote You To Me Are Everything, the 1976 Real Thing hit. I Chappell général creative managerlor US re| Boulding, and Warner Chappell managing diroclor El 
► ► ► ► ► BRIAN BONNAR TAKESAIM WITH ONE LITTLE INDIAI\l-p6^ ► ^ ^ 
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