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FOR EVERYONE IN THE BUSINESS OF MUSIC 

Kennedy hosts merger summit 
by Robert Ashton The shape of the combinée! UK opérations of PolyGram and Universal will start to be mapped outthisweek, but will notfollowthe model emerging in the US, Seagram plans to to create four major i PolyGram UK chairman John Kennedy, wf 

sourced story in the Los Angeles Times last week suggested that Seagram is planning four groups on "s. The Interscope group, 
■ s Jay Boberg' 

would not be able to e one of his most successful labels, Polydor, does not figure in the US. "I don't think it will fbllow," he says. "The strengths of différent labels in 
strengths internationally." Kennedy says he will conduct group and individual discussions with label bosses, induding Polydor's Lucian Grainge, Island's Marc Marot and Mercury's Howard Berman. He says he will also include Universal's two label génér- al managers Mark Crossingham 

at how many rei wants in the UK." Welkplaced sources suggest this means Kennedy will settle on a scénario which keeps Polydor, Mercury and Island intact, but drasticaHy^sçgles down Unwersal. Although many models hâve been mooted for the international streaming of product, this is also still under considération. Kennedy admits he will be look- ing for some overlap between the eventual UK structure, which he experts to finalise by the end of the year, and other European territo- ries. He adds the most likely timing for implementing the new UK struc- ture is March 1999. 
Ail Saints added to their growing tally of prizes last Thursday by Qpicking up the breakthrough artist award at the MTV Europe Music 

After some considération the group declded not to find a fourth member to fill in for the pregnant MeJanie Blatt for their performance on the night, appearing instead as a trio. UK and UK-signed artists dominated the awards with Splce Girls plcklng up two awards and Five, Massive 
one apiece. The night ended with Robbie Williams, who collected the best maie award, performlng Let Me 

Gina G joins Eurovision judges 
The Great British Song Contest organisera are hoping to outstrip 
entries after persuading former Eurovision entrant Gina G to join a 20-strong team of music industry 

GBSC music executive Jonathan King is hoping to attract more than 1,000 songs by the December 4 deadline, well up on the total of around 840 entries delivered to Basca and MPA last year. However, 
at the laok of enthusiasm for the 

Gina G, who sang the 1996 entry Ooh Aah... Just A Little Bit, joins judges including Windswept Pacific managing director Bob Grâce, Cher producer Brian Rawling, Eternal label head Steve Allen and MW editor Ajax Scott. The jury will meet on January 14 to select 20 songs from the 40 chan- nelled through by the songwriter and publisher organisations. These will be passed to the BBC. which will choose eight finalists. The fees for each entry are £40 plus VAT for members of both organisations and £60 for non- members. 
Promoters queue up to totee on Gluslonbury The Glastonbury festival may Th the expected retiremenx niser Michael Eavis. follow- 

with approaches 

a non-Eavis Glastonbury would not be staged on the farmer's 400-acre Worthy Farm in Somerset and at least one concert promoter questions whether it can be successfully staged by new promoters away from the original site. "I suppose if it was quite near it 

with the local community to offer the unique atmosphère of the 30- year-old event. "You have to involve ail the community and you 

place, as usual, over the last weekend in June. As a contingency against the mud and rain which 
vais, Eavis plans to take on an additional 40 acres of high ground for some of the 100,000 concert goers to pitch their tents. "I hope it's third time lucky because we've only had four wet festivals, two of them in the past two years," he 

cial spirit of Glastonbury, which 
Eavis says potential new back- 

headlining bands are aiready con- firmed for 1999, but he will con- tinue the policy of not pre-adver- tising the festival line-up. 



TKejres tKis guy 
tKsk-t orvly £v couple of years 
BLïvotKer de v doper irv tl 
iiowKere, atud tKatt, tKank; 
trip Ke n\a.tie to tKc Frc 
wKcre Ke exKibitcd att tKis 
irv ter active rrvediev. trcv.de 
Carvrves, Kis corrvpa.iv y t 
public aivd Ke's ivow got < 
Lorvdorv. Tolcvo. Los ArvrSc 

THE INTERNATIONAL CONTENT MARKET FOR INTERACTIVE MEDIA 
PALAIS DES FESTIVALS - CANNES - FRANCE 

Just g ail pe ter Rhodes or Emma Dallas to find ouït aJbout Mllla '99 
: 0171 528 0086 - Fax : 0171 895 09<l-9 

Vxhdtfitmg^costs - Jg ^You1 ty f0r a 0X1 s,ai3sicly to he1P with ai Mina 99. Yoe may very well crualify. 



>e partners Include entrepreneur Robert Earl, wlll host thls year's Hits Under The Hammer gala auctlon for the Nordoff Robbins Music Therapy and Norwood Ravenswood charities. Hits Under The Hammer is hoplng to ralse more than £500,000 wlth what it clalms Is the first 

available at the venue, whlle another 100 songs wlll be auctioned via the internet (www.icollector.com). Recent contributions include Bono's original lyric sheet for U2's The Sweetest Thing and Alanis Morissette's for Thank U. Hits Under The Hammer has also signed a publishlng deal wlth Sanctuary Publishlng for a book titled The Story Behlnd The Song to be publlshed next autumn featuring songwriters' stories about why they wrote particular hits. Pictured, from left to right, are Hits Under The Hammer committee member Richard Rosenberg, Earl and fe member Steven Howar 

TOTP extends brand 
with CD-Rom sériés 

wlth the launch of a new CD-Rom. The TOTP Mlx Factory CD-Rom, whlch Joins the magazine, compila- tion CDs, website and radio show as a spin-off from the BBC TV sériés, was developed by BBC Worldwide's multimédia division in tandem wlth the programmer pro- 
Gordon Anderson, head of sales and marketing at BBC Multimedia, says the CD-Rom, whlch Is aimed at 11- to 15-year-olds, is an idéal way to extend the brand. It will be 

news file ISLAND DENIES U2 HUMOURS 
U2 wili transfer to Interscope foliowing the Seagram deal. island managing dii 

North America. "Interscope 

MTV Awnrds head for Dublin 

as UK acts celebrale victory 

McGuinness says, "U2 have been with Island 20 great years and are looking forward to many more." 
MCPS RELAUNCHES WEBSITE MCPS has relaunched its website foliowing a redesign. The site at 
members add for professlonals who wish to record copyright music. New features include MCPS Anti-Piracy Unit and Dance Copyright Clearance Team pages 
MCPS Online Enqulry Serelce.6 
VAN OUTEN TO HOST MUSIC SHOWS Denise Van Outen will front Jonathan King's ITV primetime Christmas music show, The Record Of The Year 1998. The 
aired on December 12 to . / 

MTV Europe président E Hansen says he is keen to holi te first tli Id the 
though ne 
Dublin would corne three years after the event was held in London. Talking the morning after Thursday's 1998 awards, Hansen said, "l've always wanted to take it to Dublin. They haven't had a major MTV show there before. it would be a perfect way of foliowing the mas- sive enthusiasm of last night." Hansen says the pt st night's event will begin over tl :xt couple of months, and that scussions will start about the ixt venue. He says a décision has it been taken whether to stage 

took seven of the 1 

Ibum - Ray Of Llght - Mador 
through Virgin's Massive Attack, and Chrysalis UK signing Robbie Williams and Capitol US's Beastie Boys, The Free Your Mind Award, pre- sented each year to a humanltarian cause, went to the Serbian radio station B92. The award was pre- id by REM. Hansen says he was dellghted with the show. "As a TV show I think it was spectacular. I thought the Manies were great, and the show 

The awards spectacular will be 
Worldwide, including a primetime Friday night US broadeast. The show was also due to be relayed on ITV on Saturday night. Among the highlights of the evening were the Manie Street Preachers, who performed If You Tolerate Thls,.., and Robbie Williams, who ciosed the show with performances of Millennium and Let Me Entertain You. Five also received a warm réception from the young Italian audience for thelr per- formance of Everybody Get Up. The growing status of the event was highlighted by the number of senior US - • - - 

one-hour spécial on December 19 will présent the final 10 shortlisted acts. Later the same evening another 30-minute show will announce the winner. 

starts his new slx-part music an travel show, Beat Route, for BBC2 on November 26. The musicians and cltles he visits i include Van Morrison and The Chleftains in Dublin, and flamenco gultarists in Seville. 
IMBRUGLIA SET FOR NETCAST finai V 

le gig, which is taking place at mdon's Forum this Thursday, il be available via the singer's ficial website, www.nataiie- 

Asda simplifies pricing 
in TV-backed initiative 
Asda has Introduced a two price point policy across its entire range of CDs in a move it is backing with a TV campaign. Ail single CD albums are now priced at £12.99, while double CDs will cost £14.99. Andy Spofforth, Asda's music buying manager, says, "We are trying to simplify the 

With an average price of £12.87, Asda emerged as the cheapest for Top 25 artist chart albums in MWs latest pricing sur- vey, whlch was carried out in Brlghton and Worthlng last Monday. HMV's Brlghton store was the most expensive among the multiples with an average price of £14.29 for artist chart albums. The survey reveals that the strong artist release schedule 
nies this Christmas has Instilled enough confidence in retailers for them to go with full price CDs wherever possible. The price of an average CD increased from £13.47 In a similar survey carried out in June to £13.82. • See price survey, p6 
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McKie promises 'attitude' 
as new Smash Hits editor 
Emap has appointed former nation- al newspaper journalist John McKie as editor of Smash Hits to replace Gavin Reeve who left to join RCA two months ago. McKie, 27, who claims to have been a regular reader of Smash 
1983, describes the move as a dream job. "I think it's a great time 
such a good si adds that Smash Hits has h the lessons of previous unsuccess- ful dalliances with non-pop acts. McKie says he has some fresh ideas for the magazine, but will not rush to introduce radical changes 
circulation. During the first six months of the year. Smash Hits' circulation was 303,191. just 0.1% lower than a year earlier. 'Ail the best magazines, such as the New Statesman in the Sixties and Vogue in the Eighties. had atti- tude and Smash Hits has got to reassert its own attitude. It proba- bly needs to shout a bit louder," 

McKie has previously r the Evening Standard, The Indépendant and the Mail On Sunday. He says he was the first journalist to cover the Oasis versus Blur battle in a national and also led a campaign to have Jarvis Cocker installed in the Rock Circus, Emap editor-in-chief Mark Ellen says, "McKie has a strong under- standing of what the readers want and the kind of issues that have a real impact on their worid." 


