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NEWS: One Llttle 
DUHBflR is leaving the I label to join V2 as head of A&R 
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Sony; UK for Slrlnger os 

Burger tnkes on Europe 

opérations in a sériés of top-level management changes that see cur- rent UK chairman Paul Burger pro- moted to run the major's European business, Stringer's long-expeoted move to the chairman/CEO's rôle will see him take charge of the UK Compa- ny 15 years after he joined CBS as a marketing graduate trainee. In August last year he was promoted to senior VP SME UK, in addition to s managing i 

ft the rc 

is preparing tht promotion to the chairman's post. Meanwhile, Burger will take on the rôle of président of Sony Music Entertainment Europe, with ail the major's European affiliâtes and opérations other than manufactur- ing reporting to him. He will report to SME Europe chairman Paul Russell, who in turn assumes addi- tional responsibilities for Sony/ATV Music Publishing, becoming chair- man of the major's publishing arm. Insiders suggest Russell's new rôle will mean he will spend more time in New York and that he Is also being groomed for a bigger job on Madison Avenue. The only real surprise in the sériés of executive changes is the 

i the UK departure of SME Europe executive VP Paul-René Aibertini, a rising French star, who had been widely expected to take on a broad- er rôle as Russell' 
departure for Warner Music Europe (see story below). Burger's promotion reflects his success in taking Sony's UK opéra- tion from an 11.1% albums market share when he took over in 1993 to just under 16% at the beginning of the year. Meanwhile, highlights in Stringer's Sony career include domestic and international suc- 
Manic Street Preachers, B*Witched and Lightning Seeds. Stringer says he experts to bring "a différent view from Paul", but is not predicting a radical change from what Burger has built in the 

past seven years. "I want to contin ue the legacy; the business side is fantastic. But A&R is my first desire and I will want to bring in new peo 

Burger ground, his own in-depth knowledge of the UK market will set him in good s 
Stringer's élévation leaves an obvious vacancy for the post of Epie managing director - a gap that Stringer says he is keen to fill quickly, adding that he is already taiking with potential candidates. Stringer adds that he will allow the personalities of his label bosses - Blair McDonald at Columbia, Muff Winwood at S2 and his new appointée at Epie - to shine. 'l've got to make sure I don't smother 

Russell is now expected to divide his time between London and New York, although he is likely to spend more time in Europe. Commenting on Burger's promotion Russell says, "Paul will prove an invaluable asset in our efforts to seamlessly intégrale our pan- European activities." • Rob Stringer profile, p22 

Virgin Record's Spice Giris (pictured) were due to score their ninth number one single yesterday (Sunday) with the double-A-slde single Holler/Let Love Lead The Way, although first week sales were not expected to éclipsé those of many of their prevlous singles. Goodbye sold 380,000 unlts In rts first week of release - the highest in their hlstory. With Martine McCutcheon's Innocent/Virgintesued l'm Over You expected to début at number two, 'rt marks the second time thls year the Virgin group has simultaneously held the top two single positions. The company scored the double In May when Innocent's Billle Piper debuted at number one with Day & Night ahead of VC's Madison Avenue at two with Don't Call Me Baby. Meanwhile, RCA's campalgn for Super Monday (November 6) - which sees Westllfe going head- to-head with the Spice Girls - Is hotting up with confirmation of a fourth Westlife Virgin Megastore signing session (in Birmingham) in support of their second album Coast Ta Coast. The band are expected to début at number one thls coming Sunday with their single My Love. 
Porter lo host MW Online Awnrds Top Of The 
Music Week Online Music Awards, which are being officially launched tonight (Monday). Telstar's the Dum Dums, who have been shortli 

Gail Roundhouse in Camden on first November 23. The nominees are competing for awards including the best pop artist website, best rock artist website and music website of the year. Muz/k Awards best Radio One category, will perform Essential Mix prize winner Dave i event taking place at Clarke has been confirmed to play ;h's Barfly venue in the officiai OMA after-show party imden. The award cer- at Dingwalls, i 

Top Of The Pops tolaunch 
'Ihe people's award show' 
The first détails of the inaugural Top Of The Pops Awards have emerged with the BBC commissioning its Manchester office to deliver a show next year. In another move to exploit the 36- year-old show's brand, the BBC's viewers, listeners, web-surfers and 
throughout the year with a view to broadcastlngthe live event on BBC1. It is likely to be staged at Manchester's Evening News Arena in the second half of 2001, but the précisé date of the awards show and format of the programme and the voting procédure are as yet undecid- ed. Chris Cowie will take on the exeo- 

and BBC Manchester's head of entertainment Wayne Garvie says he is already taik- ing to   
: TOTP and BBC which has staged the Smash Hits Poli Winners Party and predirts it will be the biggest pop event of the year, reflecting "the genuine people's pop choice". The show is expected to become an annual fixture. Garvie adds, "There's no bigger 

TOTP and there'H be no bigger party than the TOTP Awards. This is a chance for the whole nation to take part and celebrate the very best in 

Aibertini quits Sony to head Warner in Europe ie record Industry's musical chairs, Sony Music Entertainment's (SME) number two man In Europe Paul-René Aibertini has left the company to fill the vacant presldent's rôle at Warner Music Europe. The former Sony Music France président and CEO had only been executive vice président of SME Europe slnce January 1999, report- ing to SME Europe chairman Paul 
However, a power struggle at the top of Sony between Aibertini and Paul Burger for control of the European territory Is thought to have developed, culmlnatlng In Burger being promoted to SME président thls week (see story above). One senior source says, "There isn't enough room. Everyone 

Havlng helped Russell run Europe at Sony, Aibertini Is Ideally qualified to take over the WME presldent's job, prevlously held by Manfr 

Aibertini; joinlng the WMI team was concemed that there would be a battle between two people in effectively the same Job." Nelther Sony or Warner would comment on his departure, but in a 
prospects at Sony were extremely encouraging. I am dellghted to accept the very challenging offer of 

outeome for both groups. It frees up space at the top of the Sony man- agement tree and ends Wamer's search for someone to take over a Job which, slnce Zumkeller left in February last year, has requlred the attention of four senior Warner executives - Stephen Shrimpton, Ramon Lopez, Roger Ames and Thomas Starckjohann. WMI's four European régional présidents, including the UK's NIck Phillips, will now report dlrectly to Aibertini, who takes up his new London-based Job on December 1. In turn, Aibertini will report to WMI chairman and CEO Shrimpton. 
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