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New Music - Aged
Or Alive?

Although not taking off on
the same scale as in Ameri-
ca, New i
joying inc

in Europe. Uninspired by
the usual flow of pop/disco
pap, the 30 plus group turns

to a more relaxed style of

music, often instrumental
However, over the years,
New Age music has be-
sociated with the
oing  yuppie  who
treats music as a handy
form of wallpaper. Most

MTV Entertains - Swiss band Krokus visit the MTV sudios in

London.

ord companies are there-
fore frightened to be identi-
fied with the New Age
label. They consider them-
selves to be purveyors of
quality music, away from
the tyranny of the top 40.

Music & Media ac
knowledges this trend and
presents an insight into the
exciting world of NEW
MUSIC, which is far from
being ‘aged’. Read all about
it on pa

gerry rafferty
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MIP - The World’s
TV Marketplace

by Martyn Valentine-Bignold

The global TV industry | examination of the realities
converges on Cannes next | of TV advertising by a spe-
week April 28-May 2) for | cially-invited panel of e
the prestigious MIP TV | perts and industry leaders.
conference  where  thou- *Paying The Bill For
sands of participants and | Programming: Advertising
hundreds of companies are | In The Ne will look
expected to make this year’s | at advertisers’ involvement
event the biggest ever. in global TV, the new breed
MIP  organisers are | of commercial broadcaster,
L\pLumn 600 participants, | and controversial business
1.500 companies and 800 | practices such as the barter
buyers from 105 countries | and sponsorship deals that
for the five-day symposium | flourish in America.
at the Palais Des Festival For details of some of
1988 is the 25th year | the music programmes
MIP has been held and a | available at MIP TV, see
new feature this ¥ page 5.8

MTYV Tours With Sting

by Cathy Inglis

Amsterdam - MTV Ei and will bring it a new
rope is to be the opening | potential audience of over
‘act’ on Sting’s forthcoming | half-a-million people.”
European tour. In what is ach show will b
believed to be the first time | tailored to the different coun-
a TV channel has acted as | tries’ musical tastes and au-
support on a gig, an hour of | diences in the va
selected clips and MT will be addressed by the VIs
animations will be in a mixture of English and
on three giant the Jocal language.
each auditorium  across The announcement
) came at a press conference
in Amsterdam last week as
marriage between screen | did the news that Adam
and sound. It makes sense | Curry, arguably one of Eu-
for MTV to link up with a | rope’s best known Vls, is to
high profile artist like Sting | return to European TV
with whom we have alw: screens to present a one-
had a very good relation- | hour weekly show recorded
ship,” s Mark Booth, | in MTV’s New York studio
Managing Director MTV | especially for MTV Eu-
Europe. “MTV is once | rope. Curry left Holland
again breaking musical front- | where he hosted Sky Chan-
iers. This ground-breaking | nel’s ‘Countdown’ pop pro-
new context is a spectacular | gramme, last December to
promotion for the'channel, | join MTV in the US. M

NEW MUSIC

AN EXPRESSION
OF QUALITY

PAGES 31-39

CONTENTS

The Cultural Value Of
Music 4
Industry pleads tax reduction
Needletime Restri

ons Removed?
UK govt investigates copyrights

Taking Over The
Transponder

Benelux TV increases broadcast time

Pay For Pla)

I
Bersconi clims agreement with AFI
Ehwinner Takes
k' All 14-18

Profiles on the Eurovision Song
contestants

Clapton’s Crossroads 20

A wealth of airplay material

Far From Jaded 29
Geffen's Posner markets US acts in
0 Europe

I (New (Aged?)
Music  31-39
The growth of 2 new
Pl O

An EMR ut

Billsoerd

the new album

NORTH & SOUTH

the new single
SHIPYARD TOWN




MusiC
..

Lo 4
MEDIA

REA LABOUTIT

The steady stream of plans and
counter plans for a change in the
Dutch media system goes on
with new proposals from NCRV
and VARA taking the headlines
this week. The Christian broad-
caster NCRV - who have always
been opposed to anything that
hinted at money-making - have
now said that the percentage of
commercial airtime should be
raised from 4% to 5%. Socialist
VARA, also against any form of
commercial broadcasting in the
past, have gone even further
with the announcement that
commercial airtime should be in-
creased to the maximum in Eu-
rope - which is 15%!

* *

*

‘The unstoppable Maxwell has
received the green light from the
UK's IBA (Independent Broad-
casting Authority) on the acquisi-
tion of nearly 15% of Border
Television six months after
Maxwell's pension fund bought
llu stake. Rules to protect the

of ITV stations
sﬂl: that investors with other
‘media interests cannot own more.
than 10% of a company without
IBA :pprvvll.

* *

Over in anee, there are strong
rumours that Jean Michel Fava,
General Manager of the perfor-
~ ming society SCPP, will be
taking over from Claude Brunet
(currently on an eight month
sabbatical), as GM of BMG
France.

* * *
Teldec's long-standing contract
to distribute Decca’s pop catalo-
gue in Germany has not been re-
newed; PolyGram, who owns
Decca, has signed a new deal

~ with rﬂydor
*

il in Gmmny, Frmkﬁm ma-

nagement company Music Arts
Network (MAN) is (o represent
the legendary Roy Harper in

 West and East Europe, EMI has

*  x
 Some amazing facts from the

the last date of her Break Every

just put out Harper's new LP
The Descendants Of Smith in the
UK and MAN will co-ordinate
releases in other territories and
hopes to organise a German tour
in the summer.

*

amazing Tina Turner. After 31
years on the road, Turner said
Tarewell to live performances on

Rule tour in Japan. The tour saw
five marriages, one divorce, cost

- USS$ 2.4 million in hotels, and

used a total of three miles of
guitar strings!

(s
AD.

Pa Euro

Industry
Tax Plea

Musicians, composers, authors
and performers are lobbying EEC
officials to reconsider their plans
to tax sound recordings at a hig-
her rate than books.

The EEC plan to harmonise
tax rates includes a draft propo-
sal to tax sound recordings at the
standard rate (between 14% and
20% in member states) while
books, papers and periodi-

ean News

Australian band Icehouse take a break from their hectic US tour o accept five

platinum awards for sales of their LP “Man Of Colours’.

Pictured with the

band are, from L. to r: Rod Willis (Dirty Pool Management); Martin Fabiny:
(Regular Records); and Jim White (MD Festival Records).

cals will be taxed at the reduced
rate (4%-9%).

A joint body representing
BIEM (International Bureau Of
Societies Administering Recor-
ding Rights & Mechanical Repro-
duction), FIA and FIM (the Inter-
national Federation For Actors &
Musicians) and IFPI (Internatio-

New Start For Nagrania

by Roman Waschko

Warsaw - Poland’s biggest record
company, Polskie Nagrania, has
fought back from the brink of

pop fans will be able to buy
300.000 copies.
‘The country’s exports are also

with a

nal Of P
Industries) has been set up to fight
the EEC plan,

A joint statement from the or-
ganisations says: ““Clearly (the
plan) discriminates against recor-
ded music and represents a con-
siderable barrier to the circulati-
on of cultural goods,” and calls
on the EEC to recognise sound re-
cordings as cultural material and
tax them at the same rate as books
as soon as possible or, at the la-
test, when the single market co-
mes into force in 1992. 0

Oscars
Announced

Hollywood - The music cate-
gories of this year’s prestigious
Oscar awards were won by The
Last Emperor OST (Virgin) for
Best Original Soundtrack and
(I've Had) The Time Of My Life
(BMG/RCA) for Best Original
Song.

The Last Emperor OST was
composed by David Burns,
Ryuichi Sakamoto and Cong Su;
the former is published by War-
ner Bros and the latter two by
London-based Ray Williams
Associates.

The Time Of My Life comes
from the film ‘Dirty Dancing’ and
was written by Franke Previte,
John Denicola and Donald
Marcowitz. @

te turn around.
Under new Director, Alek-
sander Olasweski, the company
has made substantial, undisclosed
profits, secured membership of
IFPI and initiated major deals
overseas.

Earlier this year Nagrana
completed a deal with WEA for
the release of six licensed albums,
including one by Madonna. Polish

proving as Polish heavy metal
band Turbo sign a five album con-
tract with the West German label
Noise Records and complete a
deal for live concerts in August.

Overseas artists appearing in
Poland this year include Sting,
Iron Maiden and the Italian duo
Al Bano & Romina Power; nego-
tiations are going on for the Bee
Gees and A-Ha.l

By Cathy Inglis

According to press re-
ports in France, Radio
| Nostalgie, the country’s
second largest FM net-
work after NRJ, is for

sale. Pierre Alberti,
founder and owner of
50% of Nostalgie, who
' was imprisoned last No-
vember for unlawful fi-
al practices, is ne-
] gomung with different
potential buyers. Some
of Nostalgie’s current
shareholders are on the
list of bidders, inclu-
ding Radio Monte
Carlo, owner of 35%
of Nostalgie. NRJ and
Skyrock are also ru-
‘moured to be interested.
Although not yet
signed, it looks like Li-
verpool's Radio City is
to co-sponsor a Michael
Jackson concert with
the local authority on
September 11 at none
other than the famous
Aintree Race Course. In
the meantime, Radio

City is busy preparing
its fifth annual Give A
Child A Chance Ap-
peal. Since the appeal
started in 1983, over £
300.000 has been raised
through auctions and
phone-in donations.
And, still at City,
the station is expecting
a new face soon follo-
wing the departure of
presenter Phil Easton,
The University Of
Hamburg’s Media De-
partment is conducting
a survey into radio in
rmany. The results
will be out this summer

and will be used, says
HR3's Bruno Mader,
to formulate the stati-
on’s policies for the
year ahead.

France’s Kiss FM
network has teamed up
once again with subsc-
ription TV Canal Plus
10 simulcast the popular
weekly 26-minute Max
Headroom show.

Beatlemania lives on
at RFM in Lisbon, Por-
tugal. Two Beatles fans,
DJ Luis Pinheiro De
Almeida and EMI's
Teresa Lage, are pre-
senting a weekly Satur-
day cvening show devo-
ted entirely to the four
Liverpudlians.

And finally, TFM
radio in Stockton, UK,
has formed its own pop
quiz team to compete |
against local pub teams!
The quizzes raise mo-
ney for charity, and so
far the score is Pubs 2,
TEM2 .8
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The most ared music video cips throvgh-

out Europe in
ton. It Includes more than S0 video-ty
programmes and other tv shows partly us-
ng videos from 14 European countries.

V'DEO FAVOURITES

Eddy Gran
Gimme Hope joAma - Dopn spsce
Pet Shop Boys

Heare vl

e week prior to publica:

AHa
Say On These Roats - vie

VIDEO HITS

Aswad
Dot Turm Around- i Fims
Bros

Drop The Boy -V

Kylie Minogue

1 Should Be So ucky - o e
Fleetwood Mac
Everywhere - Poapues s
Midnight Oil

Beds Are BurningNot e
Toto

Stop Loving You- gt Fims
Jermaine Stewart

Get Lucky -

Taylor Dayne

Prove Your Love - Lippsyec lnc.
Iron Maiden |
Canl Play Wih Madness -1

W E L AlRED

Wiy e
Where Do Broken Hearts Go. Nox e

Debbie Gibson

Orly I My Dreams - LmasHoore e

Eighth Wonder

T Not Scared. Vrd

Afrika Bambaataa & UB40

Reckles-

Robbie Robertson

Somewhere Down The Crazy Rver - Noc et

Pebbles ‘

Girfriend - Liman Hore o
Bruce Springsteen
One Step Up- Nt

| Bananarama

1 Want You Back -Vt

il MEDIUM ROTATION

Tiffany
Couldve Been- xanimiy 3 Co
Belinda Carlisle
1 Get Weak Lineige
Patrick Swayze
She's ke The Wind - Propagats Fims
Wet

Temptation- rossgns Fis
Eurythmics

1Need A Man O Fcey

Billy Ocean

et Outa My Dreams e Houe
Bomb The Bass

Beat Dis . Rhyb King

| Climie Fisher

Love Changes. e

FIRST SHOWINGS

George Michael
One More Ty - o e
Def Leppard
Armageddon . The Congary
Jesus & Mary Chain
Sidewaling - Avko Hid rod
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Pan-Eu

Astra On

Europe’s 16 channel TV satellite
Astra is on course for a Novem-
ber launch following the comple-
tion of the latest round of finan-
cial deals to fund the project.
Television South West and Ul-
ster Television from the UK and
German-based Aachener And
Munchener Beteiligungs-Aktien-
gesellschaft have invested in the

ea News

Schedule

Societe Europeenne Des Satel-
lites as shareholders and the
roup’s available funds are now
68 billion Luxembourg francs
The satellite will be launched
on flight 27 of the Ariane rocket
programme and will transmit 16
TV channels which can be re-
ceived with 60cm parabolic dish-
es, across Western Europe. ll

International Radio Network

Mannheim - In light of the rapid
growth in the number of private
radio broadcasters in Germany
alone, and pop artists’ increasing
inability to fulfil the growing de-
mand for radio interviews, free-
Jance journalists have founded the

International Radio Network
M (o] v
Industry: Brian Yates

has joined A&M in Paris
as Dir. of Operations Eu-
rope; he previously work-
ed for Capitol Int. in Lon-
don % Manfred Haller
has moved to the TV
Promo Dept of CBS in
Frankfurt; he was previ-
ously Product Mgr. %

C H A

Sherman Heinig, Pro-
duct Mgr. of Teldec, has
left the company to start a
new disco label called
Sherman for Metronome
% In Germany, Teldec
has a new A&R chief,
Michael Oplesch, form-
er owner of the German
independent record com-

IRN). This will trade and/or sell
unsynchronised and unproduced
interviews with pop artists on a
pan-European basis. Over 500 in-
terviews with such artists as Rick
Astley, Bryan Ferry and Alice
Cooper are already in IRN’s
catalogue. ll

| N G

pany Transparent Re-
cords % Annika Rabe
moves to Polydor Int. as
Head Of Promotions
afier Il years with Poly-
Gram Sweden % Nick
West joins Polydor Int. as
Product Mgr; he used ©
be Product Mgr. at A&M
UK %

Music At MIP

Cannes - Virgin Vision are at-
tending this year's MIP TV con-
ference with several new music
programmes, including a one-
hour T’Pau concert filmed by
award-winning clip company
Limelight and a one- hour con-
cept film from the Eurythmics.

The new production/deve-
lopment arm of Virgin Com
munications, Virgin Broadcast-
ing, will also be present with the
aim of finding co-production
partners.

As always, Radio Vision In-
ternational will be at MIP in
force. The supplier of music-
based programming will show-
case several ambitious program-
mes such as Nelson Mandela’s
70th Birthday Tribute, Amnesty
International’s Conspiracy Of
Hope tour, and the 1988 Prince’s
Trust Concert. .

In addition to straight sales,
NBD, a London-based distribu-
tor for music programmes, will
be looking for co-producers for
several new projects. It will also
be pre-selling the World Disco
Dance  Championships ~ ‘88.
Hour-long portraits of Aretha
Franklin, Paul McCartney and
Europe will be showcased as will
live concerts from such artists as
RY Cooder, Chris De Burgh and
Erasure. B

VIDEE=NEWS

Born Again

Aubrey Powell went to Italy to
produce the promo to The Chris-
tians’ Born Again for his own
company, Aubrey Powell Produc-
tions. The clip was shot on loca-
tion in Bussana Vecchia, a village
near San Remo that has not
changed since an carthquake 100
years ago, and the marble quar-
Ties near Pisa. Peter Christopher-
son directed %

Fugutive’s Peter Cornish
directed a promo for PolyGram
act Derek B’s single Bad Young
Brother. The clip was shot at
Wembley Studios in London and
shows the rap artist with a bass
player and some dancers in a
white studio. Peter Chambers
produced. %

The domination of girls in the
current charts gave Ian Wiener
and Anthony Broza from Wiener-
world the idea to release a compi-

The Christians with Aubrey Powell (sitting, left) and Peter Christopherson (sit-
ting, right) during the filming of The Christians’ ‘Born Again’

lation. The long form, called
Girls Girls Girls includes Kylie
Minogue, Sabrina, Vanessa Pa-
radis and Bananarama. %
Eurythmics fans will be de-
lighted: after the long form Eu
rythmics Live, a video album
Savage will be releascd late May
by the band’s regular video com-
pany, Oil Factory. The compila-
tion contains a clip from every
song on the LP, including the hits
Beethoven, Shame, I Need A Man
and the next single, Wide Eyed
Girl. Oil Factory, who have just

added Robert Goldstein and Har-
ris Savides to their team, have
worked with Sade and Westworld
as well as the Eurythmics %

Interesting to see that Mid-
night Oil's Beds Are Burning has
become a big video hit already
although the single is not yet
charted in the Eurochart Hot 100.
PMI is the winning company in
this week’s Euroclips with five
videos: Pet Shop Boys; Jer-
maine Stewart; Iron Maiden;
Afrika Bambaataa & UB40 and
Climie Fisher %

&
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Govt To Investigate

London - Collective licensing
agreements, royalty payments
and the use of copyright music is
to be investigated by the Monopo-
lies & Mergers Commission. The
news follows the referral of TV
and film industry working prac-
tices to the Commission.

Trade & Industry Secretary
Lord Young said the enquiry was
necessary because of the govern-
ment’s general concern about un-
competitive practices.

The radio industry has fought
a long campaign costing £ 500000
to change the current system ad-
ministered by Phonographic Per-
formance Ltd (PPL) on behalf of
the record industry.

Copyright

A spokesman for the Associa-
tion Of Independent Radio Con-
tractors (AIRC) said: “We've cam-
paigned for 10 years against the
terms and conditions operated by
PPL under which independent
radio broadcasts records. More
recently, we have lobbied the
government to amend the Copy-
right Bill and remove needletime
restrictions and open up other
sources of recorded music for
broadcast in the UK.

PPL has also been conducting a
campaign in the national press to
correct what it claims are substan-
tial inaccuracies in the AIRC and
independent radio stations’ argu-
‘ments presented to the government.

John Brooks, PPL Chairman,
said that he welcomed the enquiry
and believed it would give the
copyright bodies “a clean bill of
health”.

James Gordon, Managing Di-
rector of Radio Clyde and Chair-
man of the AIRC copyright com-
mittee, claims that; “PPL has
abused its monopoly position by
charging rates to independent radio
which are far in excess of those
charged abroad and higher even
than those charged to the BBC."Hl

Local Services
Aim At
Over 35s

Local radio stations are recon-
sidering their preference for
teenage-orientated rock shows.
County Sound, which broad-
casts to the wealthy area of Sur-
rey, Hampshire and Berkshire
will devote its medium wave
(AM) output to a County Sound
Gold service next year with mu-
sic targetted specifically at the
over-35 audience. Meanwhile
Radio Trent is planning three
separate local services on the FM
frequencies to the three East
Midland cities it covers, with a
new, single regional service net-
worked simultaneously on the
AM channel later this year. i

UK RADIO

TALK |

by Howard Marks

In London, Capital Radio’s
Saturday slot will be hosted
by DJ Paul McKenna while
Kenny Everett takes a three
month break. The station’s
annual Help A London Child
weekend recently raised a
record £ 235000 for charity.

County Sound’ Radio in
Guildford has tripled the out-
put on their FM transmitter,
following a survey which rev-
ealed that they were picking
up more listeners on FM than
AM.

Simon Dee returns to ra-
dio for a l4-week series of
‘Sounds Of The 60s". Dee was
a popular media personality
in the late 60s but disap-
peared from the scene during
the 70s.

BBC Radio 1 prodicer
Jeff Griffin is in Los An-
geles with Johnny Walker
working on some new shows
for the station following his
25 mile trek with lan
Botham as part of the cricket
star’s charity walk across the
Alps. B

PLAYLIST REPORT

UK. Radio Airplay Report
Most played records in England du-
ring the week of publication on the
following stations BBC |, BBC 2,
Capital Radio, Radio London and
the major independents.

1. Climie Fisher - Love Chges
2. Status Quo - An' Conglana
3. A-Ha Sy On Thes Rosts
4. Aswad - Dot Tum Ared
5. Pet Shop Boys - Her:
6. Michael Jackson -1 W You Bk
7. Thomas Dolby - Arheu
8. Fleetwood Mac - Eerpvhere
9. Def Leppard - Aroageton
10, Bananarama - | Wax You ick

15. Lloyd Cole -Fron T Hp

16, ermaine Stewart - Ge ey
17. Eighth Wonder -m NotSves
18. The Chrstians -tom Agin

19, Eddy Grant - Hurmes Pece Of
20. A1 B. Sure -Nue 8 Dy

BREAKOUTS
National hits for the international markets

Dean

Hazell
Who's Leaving Whao (EM))

nanarama
| Want You Back (London)

Pat & Mick

Let's All Chane (PWL)

Danny Wilson

Mary's Prayer (Virgin)

Deacon Blue

When Wil You Make My Tlephone Ring (CBS)

Natalie Merchant, singer of 10.000 Maniacs gave a boost 1o new Elekira signing
Tracy Chapman with a personal apppearance at Chapman's show in London re-
cently. At the party backstage afier the show are, from L. 1o r: Elliot Roberts
(Mgr.); Richard Thomas (MD SBK UK); Tracy Chapman; Paul Conroy (WEA
MD US), Jo Bolsom (Elekira Label Mgr.); Barry Dickins (Promoter) and David
Bither (VP Int. Elekira).

Sunshine Tops Youth Ratings

Dublin - Some 87% of the 12-49
age group of the Dublin pop-
ulation listen to radio, according
to one of the largest radio liste-
ners surveys conducted in the
Irish capital

According to Wilton Research
& Marketing, pirate station Radio
Sunshine 101 topped the ratings
with a massive 79% of listeners

in the youth market (12-19
year-olds), while another pirate,
Q102, came second with 40%
Public broadcaster RTE 2 came
third with 19%. and RTE 1 came
fourth with 14% . But Sunshine lo-
ses out in the adult market; among
the 20-49 age group, it scored
33% against RTE 1s 56%.%

New Radio Training School

Specialist training for radio DJs
will be available at a new Radio
Training Unit run by East Mid-
lands ILR (Independent Local
Radio) group Radio Trent, which
has stations in Nottingham, Lei-
cestpr and Derby.

hris Hughes, Radio Trent’s
Programme Controller and a
long-time advocate of training
within the industry, says the Unit
is badly needed as the ILR indus-
try is about to expand rapidly.
“We're also aiming to train
people in ity and volun-

teer schemes. There is a shortage
of skilled people in the industry.
It's getting harder and harder to
recruit staff and it will not get any
easier”

The Unit will be initially
funded by Radio Trent but they
have approached the IBA (In-
dependent Broadcasting Authori-
ty) for extra finance to support a
scholarship scheme for staff from
other independent stations. The
IBA’s contribution is expected to
be small in what is, essentially, a

ial venture.
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Sony Radio
Nominations

London - The sixth Sony Radio
Awards are “a recognition of the
very best in British broadcast-
ing," says Awards Committee
Chairperson  Gillian Reynolds
who announced this year’s nomi-
nations. These include the fol-
lowing pop related nominations.

Local Radio Personality Of
The Year: Steve Jones, LBC; Bar-
bara Sturgeon, BBC Radio Kent.

Best Popular Music Program-
me: ‘Taking The Chief” on Bir-
mingham’s BRMB; ‘The Eric
Clapton Story’ and ‘Ladysmith
Black Mambazo’ on BBC Radio 1.

Best Specialist Music Pro-

gramme: ‘25 Years Of Reading
Rock - The Story” on Radio 210 in
Reading; ‘Before The Blues’ on
BBC Radio 3 and “Billie Holli-
day: Her Own Words & Music’
on BBC Radio London. Best Pop
Music Programme: ‘The Noise
(The Tony Snell Show)’ on Radio
City, Liverpool; “Elvis 10 Years
After’ on i 's Radio

R EL AN

UK’s Biggest Cable
Franchise

Birmingham - Britain’s largest
cable franchise, with connections
to 450000 homes in Birmin-
gham, will soon be available for
tender as the first of 10 new net-
works to be advertised by the Ca-
ble Authority.

Among the groups bidding
are the Birmingham Cable Cor-
poration and West Midlands Ca-
ble C ications but a for-

Trent and ‘The Bottom Line’ on
BBC Northern Ireland.
Technical ~ Excellence &
Achievement In Broadcasting:
“Rockline - Huey Lewis’ on Man-
chester’s Piccadilly Radio. B

Filmtrax Publishing Deal

by Peter Jones

London - In deals said to total
some £ 40 million, the London-
based publishing house Filmtrax
which was set up to handle the
solo albums of 60s singer/song-
writer Tim Hollier, has bought
the Columbia Pictures Music
Group and Ivan Mogul Music.

Filmtrax finalised the deal
despite strong competition from
industry giants EMI Music Pub-
lishing and SBK Songs and is
now the third largest British-
owned publishing company.

The group also has a record

division, headed by former RCA
Records Managing Director Ge-
orge Lukan, and the Leosong
Copyright ~ Service, acquired
earlier this year, which handles
administration for 350 indepen-
dent music publishers.

The Columbia catalogue has
64.000 titles and the Mogull
repertoire includes Abba releases
in the US and many 50s stan-
dards. Filmtrax Managing Direc-
tor is John Hall (formerly head of
Elton John's group of companies)
and Tim Hollier is a director. B

Jive’s Surprise - Afier one of his performances with Eric Clapton in the UK,
Jive artist Jonathan Butler is presented with two golden records, one for the US
and one for the UK, for his latest self-titled double album. Butler is surrounded
by Jive executives, from left 10 right: Steven Howard, Bob Nolan, Mike Noble
and Clive Calder.
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A change of direciion for The Fixx

Statistics just released by UK chart
compilers  Gallup confirm the
widely-held belief that the 7" sin-
gles market in Britain is declining at
an alarming rate. It is particularly
evident at the top of the charts
where, in the first quarter of 1984,
the average weekly sales of a no. 1
single in the UK were 107.000. For
the corresponding period this year,
sales were 76.900. Similarly, it is
now possible to have a no. 20 hit by
selling 20% fewer copies than four
years ago.

But further down the chart, sales
figures begin o stabilise and a no.
50 hit now sells 4.300 units a week,
consistent with the 1984 figure. The
net result is an 18% fall in the overall
UK singles market since 1984.

‘The Fixx have just signed a new
worldwide record deal with RCA
but there will be no releases for a
few months yet. The band have writ-
ten a lot of new songs and they arc
currently choosing a producer. As
they are looking for what their UK
management calls “a change of
direction” it is very unlikely they
will be using Walkabout producer,
Rupert Hine this time. Meanwhile,
singer Cy Cumnin is reported to be
working on a solo album as well as
new Fixx material.

Iron Maiden, who will be head-
lining the Castle Donington Mon-
sters OF Rock Festival in August,
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midable third contender may
come from media giants Granada
since the Cablecom group was
bought by Telefusion, a Granada
subsidiary.

The new Birmingham cable
network will be the second lar-
gest in Europe after the Paris
project which is currently under
construction and which will have
1.2 million connections. 8
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will boast the biggest ever PA system
of any Donington event, and lead
singer Bruce Dickinson also reports
that they will bring the biggest stage
show in the band’s history.

The Kane Gang’s most recent
US single Don't Look Any Further is
now released in the UK. Scarlet
Fantastic have just released Film
Starr Kiss. Gerry Rafferty’s new
single Shipyard Town has been
delayed because its video has had to
be re-edited; his North And South
LP was expected on April I8.

Wet Wet Wet join the Blow
Monkeys for an anti-fascist benefit
concert at south London's Brixton
Academy later this month.

IRS expect big things from their
new metal signings, Chrome Mol-
ly, whose label debut album Angst
is just out in the UK, featuring a
metallic reworking of Squeeze’s
debut hit of 1978 Take Me I'm Yours.
The band have landed the support
slot on the UK tour with Alice
Cooper.

Robert Plant, currently on a
UK tour, has cancelled his Northern
Ireland dates in order to prepare
more fully for his upcoming US
tour. Plant says the decision has no
connection with the current political
situation and he plans (o play there
in September when he returns for
more UK shows.ll

me goes across America, Canada, Australasia and the Far East.

Rock Over London is the UK's weekly rock music showcase presented
byD) h io. Th
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