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Island Music Sale
Imminent

London Negotiations for million.
the sale of Island Music ap- Island Chief Chris
pear to be nearing conch,- Blackwell has firmly de -
Sit. A veil of secrecy has nied his publishing interests
surrounded the identity of am being sold because of a
possible buyers, but the cash crisis. "Island Music
frontrunner seems to he has been extremely sue -

veteran American music eessful, but its growth do-
publisher Mike Stewart and pends increasingly on
his Evergreen company. administering outside coba-

lt seems some tax cum- logues," he states. "That
plicatiom am delaying kind of role is not the Island
completion of the deal, style. We intend to start
which is expected to be an- again with a small compa-
nounced within the next two ny, signing and developing
weeks. The rumoured put- writers and building a real
chase price is US$ 10 creative partnership."

German Alternative:
The A Single

Cologne - If you thought
you had seen it all, read
this. In the industry's con-
tinuous struggle to fight the
declining sales of singles,
Cologne -based EMI Elec-
trola has come up with yet
another configuration: the
A Single.

Offered at half the price
of a normal single (present-
ly selling at DM 6), this al-
ternative soundcarrier gives
the hit track on the A -side
and song information on the
B-side.

According to Managing
Director Helmut Fest, the
A Single gives a new impe-
tus to the market and can be
an economical way to test
the market for an album
release. It is not, however,
intended to undermine the
value of other sound -
carriers.

Fest: "First reactions
from both media and record

dealers have been positive
and the volume of inquiries
surpasses all expectations".
The first A Single will be
Johnny Clegg & Savuka's
Sratterlings OfAfrica. New
product from Talking
}loads and local artist Carol
Cayn are to follow.

Other record companies
reactions to the A single are
somewhat reserved, al-

though not directly nega-
tive. Klaus Pomykaj, Mar-
keting Manager at CBS
Germany: "It is a good idea
but we have no plans to do
the same at the moment."

Terri Anderson, Cor-
porate PR Executive at EMI
Records UK, confirms that
EMI considered the idea
quite independently some
months ago and felt it was
worth pursuing. "Although
no definite plans have been
made, the idea is on the
cards."M

Told Iba So, bad Kamen's current single 7ell bre is no. I in ha&
bur still bus ra break line the biennium Hue 100. He is pictured
here with MI, VI betaken IslivAr

Booth Heads New
Maxwell Group

London - Mark Booth,
Managing Director MTV
Europe, is to head the new-
ly created Maxwell Enter-
taimnent Group (MEG)
which will consolidate
Robert Maxwell's various
broadcasting and entertain-
ment interests under one
umbrella.

MEG will incorporate
all Maxwell's international
and UK concerns which in-
clude Central TV in the
UK, TFI in France, Spain's
Canal 10, Portugal's Emau-
dio, MTV Europe, the
Premiere film channel,
British Cable Services and
Nimbus Records.

Booth has been appoint-
ed Chief Executive Officer
of MEG but will remain
Managing Director of MTV
Europe.

"We expect to build a
sizeable organisation which
will include Maxwell's am-
bitious objectives and
goals. Exactly how we go
about it is still being
reviewed, and there are le-
gal considerations to son
out as some of the compa-
nies are public corporations
and some private. But I ex-
pect concrete steps to be
taken within the next four
weeks. "M
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Fortner pirate radio boss Philip
Birth who Ihunded Radio Landon
in the 60s and later went on to be-
cme chief of Manchester's Pic-
cadilly Radio, is tipped as the first
head of the new his Studio Suthori.
ig Birch handed over ills job of
Piccadilly MI, to Walters
and went off 10 live in the Stales
four years ago  although he mill at-

tends Piccadilly% board meetings
in his fide as Deputy Chairman. If

current rumours are to he believe&
Birch is now considering a return to
the UK. Many would regard him as
an inspired choice to lead the l'b's
radio revolution.

* * *
Mlles are a funny thing. In Bider.
President of %rate Chappell.
cu rated this week on the depaom

tine of Earls Klso as President of
Warner Chappell Internwional.
Talking m M&M mill his LA

Bider said: 'There was a.
possibility of 'sodding Internal/
al as a separate entity.. the Met
that it isn't and never ans. The bike"'
was something of a misnomer and
in today's publishing world it is

probably nucre confusing than efFt.
view. %inter Chappell is interne-

onal hy its very nature. We have
only one President"

* * *
All is not well at France's biggest
TV channel. TM. Latest fICise
that one of its leading presenters.
Frederic Mitterrand (nephew of
the !bench President). plans to

leave the station and return to sale
ran Anienne 2. He would he the
lawn ins series of departures over
the past few months. Not only is
TFI losing staff, 'Ws losing v
hr, Recent ratings show house-

olds watching TFI during the
week is down to 40.3%. a drop of
3.4% between February and lune.

* *
Over ht 'Holland. the heart rules.
It's rumoured that Simone %Val -
raven. who neck over Adam Cup
ry spot as presenter of bbronktis
hugely popular 'Countdown'
show might be leming. It seems
she was to spend more time with
her boyfriend. Clark Dauthler of
Johnny Hates Jam.

* * *
Massimo Ranieri. this year's San
Reno winner. is stealing the

linielight with his perfonnan as
leading man in a new TV series.
Ranieri plays the Naples' Police
Cominissioncr in a I' hit Tan

/Spanish co -production.
* * *

!Vico, a member of the buss thrma-
tion Velvet Underground. has

died on the island of Ibica thllow-
ing bicycle accident. Rico was

ho

m in Cologne in 1944 and had a
solo career with amongst others.
Elektre and Island. A.U.

EMI Launches Euro Hits
FM Music Europe have released
a CD/MC sampler Summer '88 -
The DIM Hits Collection far the
Benelux market. The set consists
of the best offerings from the
EMI rosters in 11 different coun-
tries, and the price has been kept
down in order to reach the widest
possible audience.

The low-priced CD is also

by Gerard Staio

aimed at enlarging the market
share of those Continental acts
with crossover potential. Special
mailings of the sampler, together
with an extended biographical
section and video tape, have been
sent to key media people through-
out Europe. EMI hopes this will
ensure widespread radio and TV
coverage.

Best tracks include M&M
favourites like Guesch Patti's Let
Be Must The Queen from Fran.,
Belgian group Soulsister with
Like A Mountain, Betti Villani's
De Nuevo Tu from Italy and Alas-
ka Y Dinarama's Baikal& from
Spain. The release of Summer '88
in territories outside Benelux is
still under negotiation.

PolyGram Back Into
Publishing

London -PolyGram international
Music Publishing have signed
leading UK songwriter Tony

Macaulay as part of a major move
back into -music publishing.

Macaulay's work has been

recorded by Elvis Presley, Donna
Summer, Gladys Knight and
Olivia Newton John, among
many others. Now all his
copyrights since 1970 and all fu-
ture output come under
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PolyGram.
PolyGram has also acquired a

catalogue of 14 Van Morrison
songs, including Brown Eyed
Girl, Madame George and Span-
ish Rose.

In 1986 PolyGram purchased
Dick James Music, and made
another major acquisition last
year with Cedarwood. Their pub-
lishing operation is now estab-
lished in the US, Canada, the
UK, France and Germany, and is
currently developing bases in

Spain, Italy, Scandinavia, Au,
tralia, South America and Hong
Kong.M

Bulgaria
Requests

Cologne -Private station Deut-
sche Welle's year -old telephone
request show for Bulgarian
listeners is becoming increasing-
ly popular. The two lines from
Bulgaria currently receive some
seven calls a day - and three times
as many that are prematurely cut
off by the caller. The majority of
requests are for Samantha Fox
and Madonna songs.

What Do YOU Think?
As a part of continuing efforts
to improve our service, Music
& Media have decided to car-
ry out a readership survey.
This is the best way for us to
find out exactly what our read-
ers Mel about the magazine.
We would greatly appreciate
your co-operation - please
take the time to fill-in the
questionnaire in this week's
issue, and return it to us as
sem as you can. Many thanks.
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Pan-Euro ean News

RAI In New
Russian Agreement

by David Wanslield

Rome - "We have come home
with a sensible and innovative
programme and sponsorship
agreement from the USSR," said
RAI's President Enrico Manca
on his recent return from
Moscow. Quick to follow Silvio
Berlusconi's early lead in secur-
ing advertising on Russian televi-
sion, state broadcaster RAI has
now reached its own deal con-
cerning television and cinema.

The agreement between the

USSR's Gosteleradio and RAI
will include co-operation on the
production of television docu-
mentaries and music program-
mes, as well as the opportunity
for both parties to have first op-
tion on viewing and buying
programmes.

Negotiations am also under
way for a television agreement
which will make it possible for
Italian advertisers to sponsor
Russian TV programmes.

Italian/Swiss Dispute To End
Rothe - The war of the airwaves
between Italy and Switzerland
will soon be aver. As the first step
towards ending hostilities,
government ministers from both
countries have signed a document
which will be the basis of an
agreement.

The problems started Q years
ago with the explosion of private
radio and television stations in

northern Italy Certain stations
transmitted over the border ille-
gally, disturbing the reception on
Swiss TV. Complaints from the
Swiss were ignored until Febru-
ary last year, when Bern retaliat-
ed using equipment that dis-
turbed the reception on some
Italian private stations.

A final solution will be in
operation by May next year.

Media: Peter Van Dam. SchawinnMi 'bander aletiononte to Germany.
host of the Belgian syn- and owner of Switzer- while Andrea Winner
dicated show 'Belga land's prim. station Ra- h. replaced Reedy,
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Programme Dir. fm the as Head Of Programme nio Int. Hinkel has taken
All network's Antwerp and will be replaced by over the tole as Product
outlet * }lona Waters Marlins 11111 * Era Mgr. for London
has been promoted to Rungkri has replaced Records* WEA Spain's
Dir. of Press and Kibbe- Jean Carrello as Dir. A&R Manager Alvaro
ity al Sky Television * Of Prognintines for radio De Torres is moving into
Relax -Hermann France.lther * Pascal the same position at

Storek. MD of Links- Neve has been appoint. BMGIArMla * Pierre
theinische Rundfunk. is ed Dir. Of Radio Promo- Delunce replaces Ger-
mming to the WAZ pub- tion at CBS France * and Calvi m Pres. of
fishing and media group Industry: Engraving the Frances SACEM (socie.
in Essen. His respoasi. resignation of Peter n for composers and
hilitim will include Cadera. Bob Ariat is authors} for the 8&B9*
manageinem of local ea. appointed A&R Marta- The same post at SDRM
dio stations * Can ger at EMI Germany. the Society For Meehan-
Coosisens, Got Ad- His assistant will he Gal Reproduction

slate
of Belgium's Marto * Rene RMhts, has been awarded

slate broadcaster BRT Royer, Pres. of Peer- to Jaques Hermann.
has been appointed Southern in Par, has Ham Bordier has

Chairman of the censor- been named as Pres. of replaced Sylvie Pesre as
tium responsible for the French Music Pub. Anistie Dir. atBarclay in
starting the Enamours fishers Association and France * Patrick Mar -
channel * Commercial has Nen re-elected to the sang has been promoted
Flemish TV VTM have administrative council of to liead Of Music at
appointed Piet Annie. SACEM * Astrid Meat= FM'n France
rens as Commercial Praha° has been ap.
Mgr. * Roger pointed Press Mgr. at
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A Special
Exception s

MGMM's Russell Mulcahy, the
director of most of Elton John's
videos, is responsible for the
video for Rocket Records artist
Silvia Griffin's debut single,
Love's A State Of Mind. Except
for his videos for Elton, Mulcahy
normally works exclusively on
film and TV. He could not,
however, refuse a request to work
on a video for an artist discovered
by Elton's wife Renate *

Spanish TV programme
'FM -2' is devoting a whole show
to the work of Giblets, the Mid-
night Films directing duo. The
show, scheduled for September 5,
will include videos from Jackie
Wilson, The Housemartins,
The Stranglers and Westworld

Peter Adrichem of Rob De
Boer Productions (Countdown),
has just finished directing Dutch
artist Selena's second video. The
clip for So Far Away was shot on
location in Greece and produced
by Jeroen Kamphoff *

Bavaria Films (Formal Eins)
was responsible for the promo
clip for Milli Vanilli's Girl You
Know It's True. Vanilli is the
latest success from Hansa. The
clip was shot in London, directed
by Kai Von Kotze and Roland
Willaen and produced by An-
dreas Thiesmeyer *

Interesting longforni videos
released recently include: Talk-
ing Heads' Story Telling Giants;
Tina Tamer's Rio '88; Jour-
ney's Frontiers & Beyond; Eu-
rythmics' The Video Album;
INXS' Kick The Video Flick; and
David Bowie's Serious Moon -
!iglu Virgin Video Music has
started to release biographies on
video; artists featured already in-
clude Marc Bolan & T.Rett,
Abbe, James Brown, The
Kinks and The Bee Gees *

D.M.

Due to an error in lag week's issue,
Don Zimmerman, President EMI
Inr. Marketing, was incorrectly
described as Managing Dimmor
EMIGermany. We apologjse for any
inconvenience caused.
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Pan-Euro ean News

A&M Strategy Spells Success
Frankfurt -

A&M Record,
Europe Vice
President Russ

Curry says th company's strate-
gy this year will be led by big
campaigns fo John Hiatt and
Iggy Pop. Iggy Pop's Instinct was
released at the end of June and
Hiatt's new LP, as yet untitled, is
scheduled for the end of August
and will be backed up by a Euro-
pean tour in November. The com-
pany's performance will be

boosted further by new albums
from Chris De Burgh and Black
in October.

Curry spoke to M&M shortly
after hosting A&M's 8th Annual
European Convention in Frank-
furt which worked out the com-
pany's European strategy for the
coming months.

The convention was attended
by marketing and promotion staff
from each of A&M's 14 Poly -
Gram European licensees; a

PolyGram International delega-
tion headed by the President of
the Pop Division, Mathieu Van-
sweevelt; and executives from Is-
raeli distributor Helicon. The

convention's A&M executive
delegation included label Presi-
dent Gil Friesen and UK Manag-
ing Director Brian Shepherd.

The meeting was fired by the
company's current success. Ac-
cording to Curry, average month-
ly turnover in the first six months
of this year was up 25% on the
same period last year and he ex-
pects the company to maintain the
increase over the next 18 months.
Since A&M received the Poly -
Gram contract in 1985 turnover
has doubled, Curry adds.

He attributes the growth to,
"terrific marketing and having
plenty of good crossover reper-
toire. Take Sting for example. His
latest LP Nothing Like The Sun is
on course to break the two mil-
lion sales mark in mainland -Eu-
rope set by his previous album.
And this has been achieved
without the support of a mega -hit
such as the single from the last al-
bum Russians..

"The growth of the new al-
bum's sales, now at 1.8 million
units, is largely due to his tour.
I've never seen such a dramatic
impact on the charts from an ar-
tist's tour before. He's been get-
ting tremendous reviews and

by Mark Fuller

Na I Company Europe, PoNdor Frame- Fro; (sot Brum gag, iDir Ogee
aims A&M Furopel: iron -Francois (Wilton IGM Polyel, France): mince
Proivreur Robe, Mgr Rdgelgr From.).

.
Promotion Manage, Of' he Year -frml
A&M Europe); Levi,,, Mane, (PolyGram

about two weeks after each gig
the LP starts moving up the
charts.

"The company's success this
year has also had a good base.
Last year we had major triumphs
on the Continent with Black and
Susanne Vega (sales of 700.000
units), and Barry White went
double gold in France."

Curry also underlines the
company's method for choosing a
strategy for a particular artist.
The A&M conference featured
afternoon sessions Where

delegates, split into three sec-
tions, analysed the morning's.
music presentation and develop a
strategy per act. Curry: "The
strategy for each artist is fleshed
out with local affiliates who
know their areas better than head
office. It gives us an accurate pic-
ture of the way things should be
done and it stops us from hyping

4:

Gann! Wag: (Promotion Dir.
.pain!: Russ Corry.

one another up."
European affiliates at the con-

vention were also given the op-
portunity to loam about specific
campaigns in other territories. In
a local market session, Jean -

Francois Cecillon (Polydor
France) explained the success of
the Barry White campaign. Jose
Luis Garcia Ramos (Polydor
Spain) explained the reasons be-
hind the popularity of Black in
Spain. Ronnie Braun (Helicon,
Israel) presented the case for
Bryan Adams and Kjeld Stefan -
son (A&M Denmark) outlined
Sting's success in Denmark.

The convention put a strong
strong emphasis on new talent,
with presentations by A&M UK's
Head of A&R Alan Cowderoy.
and the new Senior Vice Presi-
dent of A&R at A&M in Los An-
geles, Steve Ralbovsky. Them
were also new talent showcases at

the Sinkkasten club in Frankfurt.
Curry says the company is

concentrating is efforts on rela-
tively new acts such as Californi-
an blues vocalist Toni Childs
whose Dutch chart success with
the single Stop Your Rusin' is
currently spreading to Germany.
Curry sees Childs' career de-
veloping along the same lines as
Suzanne Vega. Her second single
Don't Walk Away is due for
release in August and she has a
European tour scheduled to begin
in October.

The company- will also be
paying special attention to UK
singedsongwriter Sam Brown,
who embarks one European TV
promo tour for her album and
single Stop in the same month.
"There's nothing quite like her
sround at the moment," Curry

ays, "and she has a terrific
to

A&M has scheduled a string
of deleases for the new acts

presented at the convention. An
LP by The Wagoners, a whole-
some country -rock band from
Austin, Texas, is due al the end of
August. September will see the
debut album by UK rock gmup
Dare and the first single by Nor-
wegian pop group One Too
Many. Meanwhile, another A&M
new signing, Gun, a young and
aggressive rock & roll band from
Scotland, am presently remixing
their album.

As in previous years, a num-
ber of awards for overall perfor-
mance were presented at

Frankfurt. PolyGram Austria's
Wulf Mueller received the Label
Manager Of The Year Award;
Promotion Manager of The Year
was Carlos Ituino (PolyGram
Spain); Elisa Braga (PolyGram
Portugal) won the award for
highest singles chart positions
and Thomas Starkjohann (Poly-
dor Germany) best album chart
positions.

A special award was present-
ed to Jean -Francois Cecillon and
Valerie Procureur of Polydor
France for the outstanding per-
formance of the whole company
in developing the country into
A&M's premier European mar-
ket, delivering platinum and gold
albums for Black, Sting, Suzanne
Vega, Supertramp and Barry
White.

OBJECTIF EUROPE

PAST & PRESENT
STING  SUZANNE VEGA  BLACK  SUPERTRAMP

JANET JACKSON - CHRIS DE BURGH  JOE JACKSON

FUTURE
IGGY POP  BRENDA RUSSELL  TONI CHILDS  SAM BROWN

JOHN HIATT  DARE  AMY GRANT

A&M INTERNATIONAL EUROPE
95 BOULEVARD MURAT  75016 PARIS FRANCE TEL: 46.51.53.53 FAX: 46.51.78.68 TELEX: 630867
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UK & IRELAND
Jackson Signals Upturn

For Radio City
Liverpool's Radio City is jointly
promoting the Michael Jackson
concert in the city on September
II. City is guaranteeing both the
money and the venue for Jack -

appearance at Aintree
racecourse. City is expected to be
on target for their first -ever mil-
lion pound profit this year and the
Jackson deal shows how well the
station is doing.

Only 18 months ago, City was
approached by a number of radio
groups, including Red Rose and

by Edwin Riddell

Piccadilly Radio in Manchester.
Terry Smith, City's founding
Managing Director, was said to
be considering giving up the bus-
iness altogether.

But by October things were
looking up. Tony Ingham, a

former Piccadilly programme
chief, was appointed as Pro-
gramme Controller at City: "The
recession had really hit Liver-
pool. I joined it at a very lucky
time. The wealth is coming back
and there's a general uptum."

That upturn was dramatically
illustrated by a recent phone -vote
contest. Local children were
asked to vote as many times as
they wished for Merseyside's
Teacher Of The Year - and logged
an astonishing 27 million calls.

Ingham has also recruited
new gresenters: Paul Jordan for
the breakfast show, Tony McKen-
zie for the early afternoon and
Terry Lenane for late night.

Programming is now already bas-
ically whet the station will sound
like on FM when City eventually
provides separate output on AM.
Ingham thinks the right time to
split may be early in the New
Year.

With audience roach now
steadily holding at the 39-40%
mark, City is keen not to
jeopardise a recovery that seems
virtually complete.M1

More Than A Rumour -Oliva NetwonJohn in London prumarims her latest el -
bum 'Rumour'. due fro- release on PolsGram August M. The tide track is to be
released as a single this week. From I to w Kees Ron When (Product Mgr);
Olivia Newton John; Mathieu Mumma,* (R)TsGram Pres.): Adrian Berwick
(Marketing Dir Janine Issas (PR).

Metro May Seek TV Franchise
Newcastle -based Metro Radio,
which runs stations on Tyne
/Wear and Teesside, may bid for
the Yorkshire Television fran-
chise when it comes up for corn-
petition,in two years' time.

Metro denies, however, that it
is considering a joint bid with lo-
cal millionaire John Hall for the
local Tyne/Tees contract.

Hall recently acquired a con-
trolling interest in the Northeast
advertising agency Redheads and

is a close friend of Metro Manag-
ing Director Neil Robinson. "I
would certainly be interested in
television outside Tyne Tees,"
confirms Robinson.

Metro is one of the indepen-
dent local radio system's success
stories. After taking over the
struggling Radio Tees, this year
the joint Metro/Tees operation is
on target for a pre-tax profit of
around 800.000.

Copyright Bonus
UK composers and publishers
can now expect to be paid the
same rate for background music

BBC Battle
A row seems to be brewing be-
tween the Association Of In-
dependent Radio Contractors
(AIRC) and the BBC over alleged
staff poaching by the BBC's new
local station in Gloucestershire.
The AIRC is accusing the BBC,
which has spent f 1.5 million set-
ting up the new station, of recruit-
ing eight former employees of the
commercial station Sevem
Sound. Geraint Stanley -Jones,
head of BBC Regional Broadcast-
ing, has promised to monitor the
situation carefully.

on television as for a single lea -
tared on 'Top Of The Pops. This
follows a decision by the Per-
forming Right Society (PRS) to
abolish the distinction between
the two uses of music. PRS
claims the new scheme will be
fairer and less expensive to ad-
minister than the current ar-

rangement.

MRS Merges With MCPS
London - Negotiating body, the
Mechanical Rights Society
(MRS), is to merge with the
Mechanical Copyright Protection
Society (MCPS). MCPS Manag-
ing Director Bob Montgomery
says it no longer makes sense to
retain two separate organisations
whose work overlaps to a great
extent.

The MCPS, set up in 1916, is

responsible for collecting and
distributing mechanical rights
payments, while the MRSe
formed in the 1950s, is warned
to a negotiating role. But the pro-
posed merger has been criticised
by the Composers' Joint Commit-
tee, which fears that songwriters'
influence will be reduced to the
advantage of music publishers.II

Cable Franchise
The Cable Authority is inviting
applications for a cable franchise
for Northampton, the eighth to be
advertised this year under the
Authority's "an accelerating pro-
gramme to get as much of the
country cabled as possible".

The franchise includes some
72.100 homes and applications
must be submitted by October 3.

The Authority is also current-
ly considering two competing ap-
plications for the franchise for
Birmingham arid Solihull involv-
ing some 460.000 homes. Bir-
mingham Cable Ltd, the favour-
ites to win the franchise, is chair-
ed by Sir Reginald Eyre. The
other application is from West
Midlands Cable Communica-
tion, chaired by Frank Graves.

Charity Race
A cross -channel boat race be-
tween UK studio equipment
manufacturer Soundtracs and its
distributor, Stirling, is expected
to raise £ 50.000 for charity. The
race was won by Stirling and
money raised will go to London's
Great Ormond Street Children's
Hospital. Soundtram lost the race
by fbur hours. I1

1:133311351:12123351
U.K. Radio Airplay Report
Most played rds in England
during the week of publication on
the following stations BBC I. BBC
2. Capital Radio. Radio London
and the major independents.
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UK & IRELAND
Small Stations

"In Grave Danger"
Seven independent radio stations
have written a letter of protest to
the Home Secretary. Because of
the delay in the Broadcasting
Bill, these stations will have to
reapply for their contracts in
1991, and then obtain a radio li-
cence two years later.

The letter says that this proce-
dure is unfair and will be
demoralising on staff and man-
agement. The letter was signed
by: Red Dragon (Cardiff); Me,
cia (Coventry); Hereward (Peter-
borough); 2CR (Bournemouth);
Severn Sound (Gloucester); Re -
die Tay (Dundee/Perth); Devon -
Air (Exeter/Torbay).

The announcement came like
a bombshell to the smaller radio
companies, which say the delay
puts their survival "in grave
danger". "To win your own fran-
chise and then go through the li-
cence hurdle is patently unfair,"
says Managing Director Eddie
Vickers of Sevem Sound in Glou-
cestershire.

The Home Office agrees that
the only solution might bee spe-
cial clause in the Broadcasting
Bill whereby stations which suc-
cessfully reapply for their IBA
contracts will automatically
dreceive licences from the new Ra-

io Authority.

Fab Five Dispute
Resurfaces

London -Ina tangled tale invol,
ing drummer Pete Best (the "fifth
Beatle"), the now infamous story
of how Decca Records missed an
opportunity in early 1962 to sign
up The Fab Four figures promi-
nently%

At stake is the issue of whe-
ther Charley Records, a re -issue
company, is acting in its rights by
putting out a cassette, album and
CD of a tape recorded at Decca
on New Year's Day, 1962. The
recording was the subject of an
action started in the High Court
earlier this year by lawyers Frere
Cholmely on behalf of McCart-
ney, Harrison and Yoko Ono.

The dispute surfaced again in
London recently with a press

statement from Frere Cholmely
stating that Charley Records had
given "undertakings lasting until
trial" that it would not distribute
the compact disk "The Beatles -
The Deem Sessions 1.1.62."
either in the UK or anywhere else
in the world.

Charley state that they ob-
tained the rights to the recording
session by way of license, though
would not divulge details. The
recordings have been mailable on
imported labels, from such coun-
tries as Canada and Japan, for
some time. Charley also claim
that the license was not obtained
from the estate of Pete Best, be-
lieved to be the drummer on the
session.

Cable Still Slow
Lack of finance for cable invest-
ment still hinders the UK cable
industry. Although 12 new cable
franchises have been offered
since September 1987, develop-
ment has been slow, admits the
Cable Authority in its annual
report. However, the availability
of MTV has meant that operators
in many areas increased the range
of television on offer.

Cable's share of viewing con-
tinues to increase, with 39% of
multi -channel households choos-
ing to watch the cable networks.
The report also finds comfort in
the fall in price of the average

monthly subscription from f
18.50 to f 17.86.

The Cable Authority is criti-
cal of both the European Com-
mission draft directive and the
Council Of Europe draft conven-
tion on cross -frontier broadcast-
ing. The main criticisms are con-
nected with advertising regula-
tions and the quota for European
Community produced material.

The report is hopeful that
controls on non -Europe. Com-
munity investment will be
relaxed to allow North American
investors to take a bigger stake in
UK cable development.
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German &Austria&Switzerland

Antenne Bayern
Gets Go Ahead

Munich - The Bavarian Media
Council has finally approved An-
tenne Bayem's legal foundation.
The station is now all set to start
broadcasting on September 5.

The apploval follows the

transfer of 11.5% of shares in
Bavaria's first state-wide regional
private broadcaster to the other
eight participating programme
suppliers.

The shares were formerly
held by TV Weiss -Blau, a private
TV station owned by Franz Ge-
org Strauss, son of Bavarian

Minister President Franz Jozef
Strauss. Antenne Bayern is now
owned by a consortium including
the Media Association Of Bavari-
an Daily Newspapers (MBT),
who hold 24.9% of shares, pub-
lishing houses Springer, UFA and
Burda (each with 16%), Radio
Fuer Bayern, Gong and Median -
pool (7% each) and Amperwelle
with 6%.

Antenne Bayern will have a
potential audience of of over 10
million. Programme Director is
Mike Haas .

Media Control Germany
From the airplay hitparade from
Media Control including 29 radio.
channels. For more info please con-
tact Media Control - Postfach 625.
0-7570 Baden Baden. tel
(0)7221-33066.
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Media Control Switzerland
Most played records as checked by
Media Control on the national
channel DRS 3, Coleur 3 and 4 pri-
vate staions. For more info please
contact Media Control, Post Passa-
ge 2 Basel 4002. tel 61- 228989.
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BMG/Ariola Tops
Austrian Charts

by Robert Lyng

Vienna - BMG/Ariola has led the
first-half of 1988 as far as Top 30
singles in the charts am con-
cerned with a 23.43% sham
based on 24 tides. This
represents a 1.44% increase over
the same period in 1987. EMI
Columbia came in a close second
with 23.02% based on 17 titles,
improving on last year's results
by 7.5%. RolyGram also showed
a 4% increase to 16.64%, found-
ed on 12 fides. CBS' 13 titles
trailed in fourth with 12.7%, a
decrease of almost 3% on 1987.

The rest of the Top 30 charts
were shared by Monica (8.34%
with seven titles), Echo (7.44%

with five titles), WEA 14.52%
with seven titles), Koch (2.91%
with two titles) and Belaphon (1%
with three titles).

Positions were only slightly
different in the Top 30 LP charts
for the same period. BMG/Ariola
again took first place, with their
21 tides capturing a 32.09%
sham. They were followed by
EMI Columbia (24.71% with 14
titles), WEA (5.2% with seven ti-
tles), Musics (115% with six ti-
tles) and Echo (2.16% with two
tides). WEA suffered the heavi-
est share loss, dropping 12.74%
on 1987.M

Right To
Broadcast
Munich -The Bavarian govern-
ment is working with the other
federal states on a new law to
regulate the production and free
broadcast of reports from events
of public interest including major
pop concerts.

The discussion arose from the
recent controversial purchase of
football coverage rights by RTL
Plus TV and media publisher
UFA, but also addresses a

problem that European broad-
casters have often had to face in
confrontations with the manage-
ment and promoters of American
and British superstars.

As a result of the new law, all
German TV broadcasters would
have the right to broadcast con-
cert excerpts of up to three

minutes at no eost.II

A&M Reshuffle

Thomas Sionijoher

Hamburg - A&M Records has
announced a separate Marketing
Division within Deutsche Gram-
mophon (DGG) which has dis-
tributed the label for PolyGeam in
Germany since 1985. The con-
tract was recently renewed for
another three years. Thomas
Starckjohann, who has been

A&IVI Product Manager at DGG
Once 1985, will he responsible
for the new department.
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Cogedep To Replace
Singles With CDs

Paris - Cogedep, the French
wholesalers that control 20% of
the record distribution market,
has started to flood certain hyper-
markets with 3" CDs in place of
vinyl singles. These are present-
ed flat on the racks in similar
sleeves to the traditional 7".

The newly -appointed Chief
Executive Officer of Cogedep,
Olivier Sauty De Chalon, ex-

plained that he was introducing
the system selectively throughout
the country. "However, I expect
all shops M by included by the
end of 1989. Whereas the FNAC
retailers want to treat the CD as a
`noble' product, our system aims
to present it to the masses as an
approachable and affordable con-
sumer item. I am convinced that
in the medium or long term, the

3" CD will replace the 7"
single."

Sauty De Chalon believes that
the introduction of the Discman
will develop the market and that
CD prices will continue to drop.
"We are now selling regular CDs
for around FFr 40-45, but this
could go down to FFr 25, and 3"
CDs am selling for FFr 15-20."

Look What Friend. Can 1k - The
don In Glenn Medeino end Elsa
Roman Dantifir goes sovight in at
no 8 in the French Mons.

France Solves
Copyright Problem

by 'Inner, Dunlap Sm.

Geneva - The recent Geneva con-
ference on the rights of recording
artists and producers was an op-
portunity for the French to ex-
press their solution to- the
problem of copyright compensa-
tion for home taping.

In his speech, Patrick Fichet
of SNEP, France's recording in-
dustry body, called France's solu-
tion of the home piracy problem
"simple, equitable and efficient"
and held it up as a model for the
rest of the world.

Faced with the rising tide of
blank tape sales, France passed a
law in July 1985 establishing a
compensation policy .for audio
and video recording artists and
producers. The law levied a sur-
charge of Ffr 1.50 per hour ten

blank audio tape and Ffr 2.25 per
hour on blank video tape to be
paid by the manufacturers and
importers of any recording equip-
ment that could be used for home
taping.

Nearly FFr 237 million was
collected last year from these sac -
charges and distributed to various
artists' and producers' otganisa-
lions. Fichet said the revenue
generated was, "big enough to
give a new' boost to music
creativity in France".

Fichet called on other court
tries to "act together so that
remuneration for home taping
might become a fundamental
principle of the right of artistic
property"..

Media Control France
From Me airplay hitparades provi-
ded by Media Control France. For
more into please contact Media
Control France 29 Big 'Ruler -

6200o Strasbourg France - tel
1881366580.
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TDFI Takes Off
The French satellite TDFI is to.
be launched on October 7 aboard
the Ariane rocket. The satellite is
backed by a French -German con-
sortium and can support four TV
channels.

The French government,
long -troubled by the satellite sub-
ject, is currently settling the

problem of financial responsibili-
ties and choosing the four broad-
casters who will have access to
the satellite. It is likely that these
will include the two West German
channels which failed to get off
the ground with last year's TV
SAT1 launch.

French Radios Lose
To Peripherals

Paris - French radio has lost
listeners to stations transmitting
into France from outside the
country's boundaries, according
to a recent poll.

The Centre For Advertising
Studies (CESP) has found that
the French radio audience for
peripheral stations, such as

Luxembourg -based RTL and Ra-
dio Monte Carlo, grew almost
5% between February and June.
France's state -run stations suf-
fered an audience loss of 2.5% -

slightly more than the loss by the
privates.

Max Guazzini, Programme
Director of private FM network,
NRJ, dismissed the CESP find-
ings. "They favour the peripheral
stations," Guazzini said, "be-
cause they poll a very meal au-
dience, and don't take the 12 to
15 -year -old audience into ac-
count. The fact remains that
French radio is continuing to
grow stronger"M

NRJ Prepares For A Fight
Paris - NFU, the country's largest
FM radio network, has renewed
ks complaints to the CNCL (Na-
tional Commission Far Commu-
nication & Freedom) about the
expansion of private TV channel
M6 in eastern France.

NRJ regards the extension of
the M6 network in this area as a
case of unlawful plurality, since it
can now be received in areas
which already receive RTL TV -
both channels with a common

shareholder, the CLT (Compag-
nie Luxembourgeoise De Tele-
diffusion). NRJ had previously
requested a frequency for its sis-
ter radio station Cherie FM, but
this was refused by the CNCL on
the grounds that both stations
were under the same ownership.

NRJ is also in the running for
a new music TV channel which
would he in direct competition to
the largely music content of
MEM
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