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UK Group To Buy
Into French Radio

by Cathy Inglis

Paris - The British commu-
nications group, Pan Euro-
pean Holding Company
(PEHC), is negotiating for
a majority stake in the
French Pacific FM radio
network which has 56 fran-
chised stations in France.

Pacific FM has suffered
financial losses since its
launch in Paris a year ago.
The station’s owners, audi-
ovisual group Lili Produc-
tions and France Media
Communications, are keen
to sell.

Although the law allows
EEC companies to own a
majority share in a French
station, the CNCL (Nation-
al Commission For Com-
munications & Freedom)
must also give their stamp
of approval. The CNCL
has imposed certain condi-
tions on the sale: the station
must remain in the French
language and 48% of its
capital should be opened to
French shareholders within

six months.

However Michel Gar-
nier, Programme Director
at Pacific, is confident that
the CNCL will authorise
the sale. “The British won’t
change the programme side
of the station, but they will
improve the commerciality
by making it more effi-
cient,” says Garnier. W

US To Move
Into UK Radio?

by Edwin Riddell

London - A top-level Ame-
rican radio delegation is to
visit the UK at the end of
September for two days of
discussions with represen-
tatives from nine commer-
cial (ILR) stations and Vir-
gin’s Radio Radio.

Companies outside the
EEC are not allowed to
own UK broadcasting fran-
chises. But evidence is
growing that US media cor-
porations see the proposed
deregulation as the go-
ahead for a move into Brit-
ish broadcasting.

For US companies to

buy existing ILR stations
would be very expensive - it
would be much cheaper to
start new stations with the
low numbers of staff typical
of US radio.

Among the US delega-
tion are Alan Box, Presi-
dent of EX Communica-
tions; Rick Sklar, President
of Sklar Communications;
and Allen Shaw, President
of Beasley Broadcast Group.
A government spokesman
will talk about the future of
British radio and the pro-
posed expansion from 46 to
over 400 stations. B
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PETAR Results Announced

Amsterdam - The results
of the long-awaited second
PETAR survey (Pan Euro-
pean Television Audience
Research) were announced
at simultaneous press con-
ferences in  Amsterdam,
Frankfurt, London and
Stockholm on August 23.
The survey is described by

Tropical Stuff - Polydor artist Vanessa Williams (3rd from 1.) is

greeted by Polydor Holland MD Imanda Wapenaar (2nd 1.) and
PolyGram Int's Tom Steenbergen (right) as she arrives for a ‘tropi-
cal” party to celebrate the release of the debu single ‘The Right
Stuff: Williams' husband and Mgr. Ramon Hervey is far lefi.
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one member of the PETAR
committee, Mike Whitting-
ton, as “a new, improved,
non-biased and  better
calibre survey”. The survey
was conducted in Il Euro-
pean countries.

The survey found that a
total of 85 channels are
received in cable house-
holds, 13 of which are com-
mercial satellite stations.

The number of people
who watch commercial sat-
ellite stations on a daily
basis is 7.3 million. Some
16.8 million watch at least
once a week and 22.8 mil-
lion watch at least one com-
mercial satellite channel
once a month.

Commercial  satellite
stations attract 16% of all
TV viewers - a figure which
Bruce Roberts of the PE-
TAR Technical Committee
pointed out was “remarka-
bly constant” compared to
last year. B
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Enigma Signs With Virgin

London - Virgin Records in the
UK has struck a deal with the
American independent Enigma
to manufacture and distribute all
the company’s new product in the
UK and parts of Europe (see Ex-
tra! issue 34).

Enigma discovered many acts
which later signed to major com-
panies: Motley Crue (now Elek-
tra), Berlin (Geffen) and Poison
(Capitol). The first releases on
Enigma/Virgin will be new al-
bums from: Christian heavy me-
tal band Stryper (In God We

Trust); trash metal band Death
Angel (Frolic Through The Park);
Devo's Total Devo (see Previews
on page 13); and New York-based
quartet The Smithereens with
Green Thoughts.

Virgin UK will handle all of
Enigma’s international exploita-
tion for Europe excluding Scan-
dinavia (Sonet), Italy (CGD) and
Spain (DRO International). This
means that Enigma’s former Eu-
ropean office in Amsterdam, set
up in April 1986 and headed by
General Manager Andre Otto,

will be disbanded. Otto's future
plans are not yet known.

"'Virgin is exactly the sort of
company we have wanted to align
ourselves with,” says William
Hein, Chairman Enigma Enter-
tainment Corporation. “We ex-
pect a significant increase in
European sales and exposure as
a direct result of our Virgin
affiliation.”

Schulze Criticises MPA/STEMRA

Munich - The deal recently
agreed between the UK Music
Publishers” Association (MPA)
and Dutch mechanical copyright
society STEMRA (see Music &
Media issue 24) has been strong-
ly criticised by Erich Schulze,
head of Germany's copyright so-
ciety GEMA.

The agreement provides for
royalty payment to be made in the
country of sale for those sound
carriers manufactured outside the
country of sale and sold outside
the country of manufacture.
Schulze refuses to believe that the
deal could be a blueprint for
licensing of mechanical royalties

in the single European market
aimed for 1992.

"It is not a model for the sin-
gle market,” he says. “It repre-
sents instead a specifically Brit-
ish formula which will last only
as long as the statutory licence
s in the UK. And that Ii-
cence will be abolished when the
upcoming UK Copyright Bill be-
comes law.

He also rejects claims by
MPA officials that the agreement
will speed up accounting and
payment of commission rates - or,
indeed, that it is a central licens-
ing rather than a central account-
ing system.
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By Cathy Inglis

Both London's Capital
Radio and the newly
extended Capital Gold
service have started to
broadcast their Saturday
breakfast programme
one hour earlier. The
respective presenters,
Neil Fox and Tony
Blackburn, now begin
at 06,00 hours. The rea-
son? According 10 a
Capital spokesman,
“people tend to get up
earlier on Saturdays to
get things don
Talking of Capital
Radio, the station’s
purse is filling up nice-
ly. The station has just
signed a lucrative deal
worth over £ 750000,

from the London Car
Telephone Company.
This is one of the big-
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gest sponsorship deals
in Capital’s history.

A disagreement is
brewing at German
state broadcaster Radio
Bremen. The station
has announced it is to
cancel its youth show
“Rizz’ for financial
reasons. However,
thanks to a sponsorship  Managing Director
and advertising package  Karl-Heinz Kloster-
meier and Station
Manager Karola Som-  down from the ECS FI
merey have been una-  satellite

ble to reach an agree-
‘ment as to when the
cost cutting should be-
gin. While Klostermei-
er favours immediate
cuts in the youth
progamme, Sommerey
is fighting for a later
start.
Radio Gong’s mega
hit parade (see page 7)
will overtake the previ-
ous German record set
by Rias 2 in Berlin
when the station played
1001 hits in 87 hours.

Star*Sat, Germa-
ny’s first private satel-
lite radio station has
just started broadcasting
on Hamburg's cable
network. The Munich-
based station now
serves seven metropoli-
tan areas, beaming

Disctronics
Shake-Up

London - Roger Richmond-
Smith, Chief Executive Officer
of the world’s third largest CD
manufacturer Disctronics, has re-
signed. The move coincides with
the company’s recent decision to
move operational headquarters
from Melbourne to New York.
Richmond-Smith is to take
over a new project for Disctron-
ic’s holding company Quatro. De-
tails are not yet available, but the
new enterprise is outside the field
of Quatro's existing film, video
and CD production busing
One of the controlling share-
holders of Quatro, Peter Massey,
is running Disctronics until a suc-
cessor is announced. Although
Massey admits Richmond-Smith
s “‘not keen” to move to New
York, he says the new appoint-
ment is a happy coincidence.
Massey says it was *‘no longer
sensible” to have the company’s
head office in Melbourne be-
cause the company is not expand-
ing in Australia. Disctronics’
London office is also to be relo-
cated; the 10 or so staff, headed
by Director Of Operations/Senior
Regional Executive Europe Peter
Colby, are to move to premises in
Hammersmith to be closer to the
music industry. B

Last week's Music & Media contained
a piece in the Extra! column which in-
correctly stated that the Vigathe Com-
pany, owned by Alain Levy, had just
declared itslf bankrupt. Vigathe is a
PolyGram Group Company, in which
Alain Levy has no interest. I | has not
declared itself bankrupt nor
other form of financial mmc..ny W
apologise unreservely for any embar-
rassment that the article may have
caused to Alain Levy o (o the Poly-
Gram Group.

READ ALL ABOUTIT

A delegation from the environmen-
1al group Greenpeace in the UK is
off 10 the USSR this week o0 fina-
lise plans for a double LP which
will feature the best tracks of U2,
Dire Straits, Peter Gabriel, John
Cougar  Mellencamp,  Bryan
Adams, the Pretenders and
others. The album will be manu-
factured in the USSR and released
on both sides of the Iron Curtain
early next year. State-controlled la-
bel Melodia expect 10 sell five mil-
lion copies within days of release
Proceeds will o to Greenpeace.
* *
Speculation that the huge Jean-
Michel Jarre concert scheduled
for London's Docklands on Sep-
tember 24 could be cancelled is just
that - idle speculation. David
Heartfield, Marketing Dir. of
RGE who are promoting the event,
admits that the local authorities
have not yet granted an um'rulnr
ment licence for the concert, but
says this is not unusual. * e
been working through a list of con-
ditions for 12 months and will car-
1y on doing so - probably right up
1 the day before the event. Yes,
there are some problems but there
are always problems with every
concert” It seems that it's only the
press who have been getting
“itchy” - tickets for the 100.000 ca-
pacity event are zlmml sold out
* *

Whu will take over Roger Rich-

ond-Smith’s job as head of CD
e Dictrouls! i
page 3)? According o inside sour-
ces. it will be someone from out-
side the industry. Could it also be
someone already based in New
York, where Disctronics has estab-
lished its new HQ in the Chrysler
building? A self-confessed fan of
all things Australian, Richmond-
Smith's new appointment ~with
Quatro (which means he can stay in
Melbourne) is indeed a “happy
coincidence’.

*

*
Ever optimistic, the press depart-
ment of Germany's Eureka TV
says it sees “a promising future”
for the project despite a number of
recent setbacks - including the
departure of their own press
spokesman Claus Happel! Heiner
Wehking, MD and 25% share-
holder in Eurcka has left the com-
pany and sold his shares to
Gerhard Ackermann, who is now
sole owner. But there is still no
sight of a deal with cither of Me-
dia's Mighty M's - Maxwell and
Murdoch - although both are said
1 be interested. Eurcka needs to
raise DM 50 million but can expect
only DM 19 million in advertising
revenue.

AD.






