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Friday, December 17, 1954

Y Posting

WOQULD like, through the

New MusicaL Express (of
which 1 am a regular reader) to
express my views regarding singers
and popilar music of today.

We have some great singers in
Britain today including some who
are as big a box office attraction
as our American friends.

The general public are taking
more to these singers and their
popular music, and 1 believe that
they now play a vital part in any
variety programme.

Each has his or her own par-
ticular style in putting a song
over, and some have the foresight
to include in their programme old
numbers (favountes) for the
“Mums and Dads” as well as
hit songs of today for the younger
pe. cle.

But I am afraid there are a few
who overlook this last point. They
scem to forget that a variety
audience is made up of people. of
various ages, not only teenagers,
and the aim should be to try to
include a little of something for
everybody.

Take for instance Dickie Valen-
tine who I consider is Britain's
No. 1 Showman in this country
today. He has a well-balanced
programme in his varicty act, his
aim is to please everyone-—and
please them he does with songs
old and new, and as a finale his
impressions of various American
singers (including the fabulous
Johnnie Ray) which more than

satisfy the teenagers.

There are various others such
as David Whitfield, David
Hughes, Frankie Vaughan, Lita
Roza, Eve Boswell, Alma Cogan;
all these are but a few of the
names I could mention that are
firm favourites in variety, as well
as those singers with ‘the top
bands.

Finally 1 would like to add a
word about the various American
singers. There are so many that
one cannot possibly begin to
mention. them all, but can only
sum up by saying that .each is a
showman in his or her own
particular way, and most are
well  established with  both
British and American audicnces.

ENA BURGIN.
3, Halsbury House,
Holloway Road, London, N.7.

*

CASTING a glazed eye at back
nuombers of the NME during
1954, I can only assume that the
musicians have had_it. To see
a musician with a woman must be
something of an oddity nowadays,
as undoubtedly all the chicks are
jostling outside the nation’s stage
doors for a glimpse of Johnmic
Valentine, Dickie Laine and

Frankie Ray (or something).
These may not be the exact

names, but having read them in
innumerable readers’ letters for
the past year, 1 am a trifle con-
fused. It appears that all in all
Johnnie is better than Dickie. and
Frankie,, Frankie is better than
Johnnie and Dickie, and Dickie is
better than Frankie and Johnnie.

Also cach one is a stinker be-
causc he refused to sign 3,000
autographs while at the Municipal
Baths, Stoke Poges.

This gravitation towards singers
is becoming so acute that many
neglectcd musiciaps are taking to
the vocal as a necessary double.
I am able to reveal that in 1955
we shall be hearing the Johnny
Dankworth Orpheus Choir, for
instance, and amongst the small
combos alongside the Keynotes
and the Kordites we shall be hear-
ing the Kinsey Reports, an exciting
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new close harmony group.

But, seriously, what of the
musicians ? 1 must reiterate that
Buddy Featherstonhaugh is one
of the most underrated jazzmen of
the year, and it’s about time the
critics reviewed such musicians
instead of the Bright Youn< Clique
so familiar to them.

Finally, may ! nominate Keith
Christie, Dill Jones, Bruce Turner
and Dickic Hawdon as the most
versatile instrumentalists of the
year; the Johnny Dankworth
Orchestra for the most tasteful
band of the year. And in 1955
may I hear wedding bells for
Johnnie Ray and  Margaret
Downey (!), and Alan Ganley
playing with a small group again.

Season’s greetings,
JOHNNY BEHENNA,

c/o Greenways Hotel,
Egham, Surrey.

early9 for 9 Xmas

moving.

friend at the bottom of a page.

see what they looked like.

readers—during 1955.

el et T R P L]

OF the many excellent records
1 have heard in the last 12

months, undoubtedly the greatest
are the two magnificent LPs of
Benny Goodman’s 1938 Carnegie
Hall Concert.

As my collection, while embrac-
ing all kinds of jazz from Morton

Tristano, contains more of

Goodman’s discs than anyone
elsc’s, it may be considered that I
am biased. Nevertheless, it is no
exaggeration to say that the best
parts of these Carnegie Hall LPs
impressed me more than any other
jazz 1 have heard in my life.

These parts are unquestionably
th: trio and quartet numbers. The
glorious music heard here from
G. dman, Hampton, Wilson, and
Krupa even surpasses their studio
recordings of the mid-thirties. As
a combination of supérb. inven-
liveness, trilliant technique and
incredible swing, it 1is surely
peerless.

GREAT SONGS — GREAT ARRANGEMENTS

— -

MAMBO
TALIANO

Recorded by ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Philips)
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The full band numbers fall short
by comparison—but only by com-
parison. In addition, the telling
contributions of guest soloists such
a3 Hodges, Hackett and Lester
to the “ History of Jazz™ presen-
tation and the exciting jam ses-
sion on ** Honeysuckle Rose ™ must
not be overlooked.

There are, admittedly, one or two
dullish spots, and the balance is
not always perfect. I feel, also, that
the closing “ Big John’s Special
is a trifle anti-climactic after the
quartet’s fantastic * Dizzy Spells”
and the delightfully unusual piano
solo of Jess Stacy in “ Sing, Sing,
Sing.” These faults, however, are
so heavily outweighed by the vir-
tues as to be utterly negligible.

I have heard these wonderful
LPs in their entirety only once,
but they are now top priorities on
my * wants ” list, I sincerely hope
that Philips’ enterprise in releasing
them is rewarded by satisfactory
sales figures, for no records more
deserve success.

BRIAN GLADWELL,
213a, London Road,
Staines, Middlesex.

*

WITH the end of 1954 in sight
the writers of the NME and
the stars of the show world will
be setting out in print their
memories of this year. May 1,
as an average reader of your paper
in a provincial cny, give you my
highlights «rd disappointments ?
With a vast amount of entertain-
ment vallable on radio, records
and I still-find a good “live™”

EACH week it is my pleasant duty to read through all the letters
from readers, which arrive by the sackful at the NME offices.
They are mvanably interesting, often amusing, and occasionally very

Sometimes they contain a dozen interesting topics in a couple of
paragrapis, sometimes I wade through a dozen pages of closely written
copy which haven’t an original idea to their name,

One of the most pleasant things about this particular phase of my
-work is the pleasure of seeing familiar writing, or the name of an old

So, seeing that the Christmas spirit is about, we thought it would
be a good idea to ask a few of our most regular correspondents to
drop us a line on the subject of their own choosing, and where
possible to let us have a photograph of themselves so that we could

The result of this 1dea vou can see on this page.
to the letters will be famibhar to regular NME -readers as those of
people whose letters are often appearing in the NME during the year.

We welcome their contributions to our Christmas issue, and look
forward to hearing frequently from them-—and indeed from all our

The signatures

PIP WEDGE

seemed to be the best ever.

It has almost been an impossi-
bility to dec1de which one was
the *“tops,” but I think my
special favourite was one very
popular during the early part of
the year entitled “1'd Rather Die
Young.”

Another  great favourite - ' of
mine and I think one: of the
loveNest songs Pve ever. heard, is
“I Thought Of Yeou_ Ldst” Night”
beautifully sung by Jeri Southern.
I like sentimental songs, I hope
we'll get plenty of them in 1955,

Dance tands continue to grow
in popularity and have éome to
the forefront in ‘cntertainment
during 1954, All bands have
their own special way of playing,
my favourites being - Johnny
Dankworth and Sid  Phillips,

field,

show comparable with the best
these mediums provide,

But in view of the fact that
many theatres have fallen by the
wayside in the past year, I some-
times fear for the future of * live”
shows ; 1 hope my fears will prove
groundless.

My greatest: * musical thrill "
of the year was music of the lighter
kind, namely a Sunday concert
featuring the great Mantovani. I
don’t think I'm debasing the
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though to be horrcst I am not

Brian Gladwell, Yohn Water-
Johnny Bebenna, Ena Burgin.

2
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very knowledgeable about this
type of music.

Vocalists were the outstanding
people in the entertainment
world during the year and their
popularity has grown by leaps
and bounds. There have been
many notable newcomers, each
with a considerable following,
but the majority of them have
not made much appeal to me.

In my opinien, Dickie Velen-

tine is No. 1 amongst the
British singers, as apart from his
voice, his impersonations are

outstanding, and I strongly advise
everyone to go and see Dickie's
act if they get the chance,

Ronnie Ronalde and David
Whitfield . -mn . Dickie a close
seccond, but' [ do net think

Britain has yef got the answer to
the American singetsy ™ For in-
stance, where' is -there anyone in
this country in the same class as
Kay Starr and Johnnie Ray ?

Johnnie, I consider, is the
leader amongst all the American
stars,” an opinion I ‘have held
ever since I saw him in March,
1953, when he appeared at the
London Palladium. Incidentally
he was at that time, the first
American star 1 had seen on the
stage.

There have -been many -argu-
ments over Johmnie, but most of
the “criticisms come from people
who have never seen his. perform-
ance, and I consider him one of
the real “greats,” in show
business. I hope we will see
many American ’stars appcanng
at the London Palladium in 1955,
similar to the year 1953, with
Johnnie Ray as the number one
artist, How- about it Mr., Val
Parnell ? 2

Throvgh the medium of these
columns and by courtesy of the
NEw MusicaL Express, I would
like to wish Johnnie a wonderful
Christmas on behalf of myself
and all his fans in this country.
Our best wishes to the Editor
and Staff of NME—a really out-
standing paper for music lovers.

MARGARET DOWNEY.
9, Roman Way,
Holloway, London, N.7.

From American and Canadian TV

JACK
JOYCE

pcie -
(Novelty I)ancer)
Writer of -1 Wanua Go Home "
Decea, Victor, Columbia,
New Songs Avaiiabie.

Phone : PAD 4697,
Address: 23 Kendal St. London, W2,

phrase * out of this world” when
applying it to their wonderful
version of “Some Enchanted
Evening.”

Biggest disappointment? — Al
Martino at a Sundiy concert. I
overheard a_young lady voice my
own feclings swhen she said “1
have never been so disappointed
in my life.” Still, as. the second
half of the programme featured
Johany Dankworth-and his Band,
that put the concert right so far

as I was concerned.

Yet Al Martino pleases me very |
much on wax; his *“Story Of
Tina” was, I think, one of the
best of the numerous versions of
this tune.

While at Bournemouth in the
summer, ] saw in- one of Harold
Fielding's * Music for Millions”
conrerts one of this country’s most
versatile young singers — Alma
Cogan, She was delightful; friendly
and of course tuneful with that
wonderful “smile” in her voice.

In fact the occasion was one of
the few times when my relations
(mother 2+ uncle) agreed 100%
on cho.ce of artists ! Sometimes 1
wish we could agree more, but I
suppose it is better tha: Ted Heath
stays as I like him — noisy!
—and Victor Silvester as they like
him -quiet !

M, wish for the coming' year
is that the majority of the fans of
rival singers, and in different
aspects of swing and jazz, will be
a little more tolerant than they >
appear to be, in print and in
person.

JOHN WATERFIELD,
32, Albert Road,
Devonport, Plymouth.

*
IT is time to-bid farewell to
another Musical - Year—one
full of many  happy memories.
What a wonderful year 1954 has
been for its many popular songs.
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STARGAZERS

Frankie VAUGHAN

c¢/o NME, 5, Denmark $t.,, W.C.2.

DAVID_ WHITFIELD

9, CLARIDGE [HOUSE,
DAVIES S’l‘lll*‘l"T Ww.1.

ALMA COGAN

¢/o SIDNEY GRACE,
REG 5821, 235, Hegent Street, W.1.

TONY BRENT ||

‘c/0 FOSTERS AGENCY, RKG 5367

RUNNEE HARRIS

. Normm Ave., Paimers Green,
Tel.: Bowes Park 55625

e

' CORONETS

c/o HAROLD FIKLDING

* RILLIE  »

ANTHONY

STANLEY DALE, BAYswater 1808

'ROBERT EARL

MARGARET KERR

GRD 5681

TONY RUSSELL

21, CAMBRII)(H' SQUARE,
AME 8817/3576

Archie LEWIS |

Per Manager, Geoff Wright,

LEE YOUNG

Receording for “MELODISC’

100, Charing Cross Road, W.C.2 c/o STANLEY DALE BAY 7808
c/o TED HEATH AGENCY, LA R NCE
23, Albemarie Sireet, W.}. c/o KEN MOULE. GER 3956/7

BOB DALE

TOT 9496 —~ 8125

SHIRLEY SOMERS

Day ¢ RUISLIP 4234
Night : RUISLIP 342i

c/e LEW & LESLIE GRADE,
Tet.: RFG 5821

| DON PETERSW

DAVID FRANGIS

BAYswater *029

—one hit succeeded another, and
each succeeding new number

| PEARL CARR

s A =

STEVANS

Sole Rep. 3 A. JAMES
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American recording singer Ai Murtino had a great surprise after his
final performance in Britain last Sunday (December 12), at the Odeon,

Barking. He Is seep in this photograph proudly displaying the solid

silver tray which ‘was presented .to him by famous impresario, Ed. W.

Jones, MBE which bore the following inscription: * To Al Martino—

from Ed. W. Jones in appreciation of your great personal sugcess

throughout’ my London Sunday concert series—Autumn, 1954. Seven
evening venues, total aggregate attendance 41,162.”

HIS is not an easy article for

me to write, you know How
can I find words to express just
how much these past seven months
in Britain have meant to me ?

I ‘got to know so many wonder-
ful people, had such a great time
wherever | went, that I now regard
England as my second home. I'll
be spending Christmas ‘n Phila-
delphia, ‘my- native" city, and. of
course, I'm looking forward to this.
Yet in many ways I'm sorry that
I won't be with' my British friends
during the Yuletide season.

At least I can be sure that, all
being well, I'll be seeing them all
again next year. This is something
for me to look forward to during
the coming months.

People in the States.used to tell
me that. life went on at a more
leisurely pace in Britain than in
America. But T certainly haven't
found this to be the case. 1 have
never worked more strenuously
than I did over here, what with
variety dates every week and Sun-
day concerts in between, not to
mention_ broadcasts and recordings.

Drum lessons

1 am, therefore, going to take
things very quietly back home
until the end of J}anuary, when I
hope to visit Australia for a short
tour. Then I'll work ‘in the U.S.
for a while before returning to
Britain in the Spring.

Apart from everything else, |
have been- taking drum lessons
from my regular percussionist on
this side of the pond, Dennis
Delaney. This, let me hasten to
add, does not mean that | intend
to double on drums in future!

DICKIE VALENTINE OPENS IN
GLASGOW CHRISTMAS SHOW

Reviewed by JIMMY WATSON

A FALTERING first house, a lively. second—that about sums up
the first night of “ Wonderful Time™ which opened at Glasgow
Empire on Tuesday night of this week. ,
However, by the time the curtain rose. for the second house, th'e
gremlins of the first show seemed . to have disappeared and this
Christmas revue settled down to be a wonderful show.

Judging by the capacity house, I
thing Messrs. Lew and. Leslie
Grade have themselves a solid Jerry Lewis, Billy Eckstine, Billy
audience-attracting run ahead. Daniels, etc. The fans loved it, the

Topping the bill are Dickie Val- | ur-fans loved it—the orchestra and
entine and Bonar Colleano, and | staff-of the theatre loved it!
the supporting cast is such that'it|{ There was a murmur of apprecia-
would be very difficult to select any tion before the thunderous round of

—Then he launched into his marvel-
lous: impersonations ¢f Nat Cole,

to the let’s-get-together touch which
sets off the show.

The finale sees Dickie and Bonar
join forces for a song and dance
straw hat and cane double act,

They prove a perfect team. And
they also prove two things, that as
well as being a singgr and comedian
respectively, the reverse is also true.
And both prove to be capable dan-
cers in an o!d vaudeville routine.
The song they feature is the old
favourite ““ Let’s Call The Whole
Thing Off ” all dressed up in new
lyrics.

So a truly * wonderful time ” was
had by all.

‘ “

Rather do 1 think that wielding
the sticks is helping me develop
a sense of rhythm, so that beat
numbers are coming a lot more
naturally to me now than they
used.

At this point I'l! let you into a
little secret by revealing that 1 was
quite unhappy about my singing
during many periods of the past
few months. 1 have always put on
as good a show as possible. of
course,
plaint has been
much of thz time.

Cured

More than once 1 have even
chartered a plane specially to fly
‘0 London from wherever 1 was
appearing for treatment by a
Harley Street specialist. But now,
at last, the ‘trouble seems to- be
almost over. It started before I
came to England, so my cure is
one more thing for which 1 can
thank this country!

My friends back home are sure
to ask me about my trip, and
they'll expect me to tell them some
anecdotes about my stay in
Britain. Here are a couple, both of
them completely true.

Being of Italian extraction, there
is nothing I like better than a

good spaghetti meal, but in some

but a severe sinus com-.
bothering me,

of the.towns | visited I was unable
to find a good Italian restaurant.
Therefore, against the rules, 1
would sometimes cook myself a
tasty supper in my hotel room.

This worked out all right—until
in one provincial city, an irate

room in a neighbouring town and
motored to work each day.

As these words will be appearing
in the NME. I'd like to say in all
honesty that the influence of this
paper seems to be enormous, Time
after time | was speaking to fans,
all over the country, and they'd

hotel manager rushed into my b
room demanding that | should t;" "lw something about myself
leave immediately! By the un- that I thought only mv intimate

friends could know.

Loyalty

Almost always it turned out
that they'd read it in the NME!
The loyaity of the British public
to the artists in show business
quite knocks me out. I still cannot
believe (though it's . fact!) that
more ‘than 6,000 people have
already joined ‘the fan club which
Bill Badley started for me over
here a few months back. :

To these good folk, and to
everyone eise who has -been so
kind t. me, I now say cheerio
(see, I'm learning the vernacular!)
~but I'll be back soon. Hope to
see you all then!

happiest coincidence, his private
suite was directly overhead. on the
next floor, and the pungent odour
of my meatsauce had reached him
through the open window.

In another town | was unable’to
find a hotel with a private bath (a
luxury which we Americans have
come to regardas a necessity), but
the receptionist at the hotel I had
chosen told me that Guy Mitchell
had been there a couple of weeks
befdére :and, had, booked all the
rooms on the second floor so as to
have the solitary bathroom to him-
self ! Unfortunately, this could not
be arranged in my case, owing to
previous bookings, so I took a

Last Sunday, at the Stork Room, NME Managing Director Maurice
Kinn gave a farewell party for Al Martino and Guy Mitchell, who left
these shores on Tuesday (14th) after sevem months in this country.
Also in the picture are Herb Jeffries (the U.S. recording star of
¢ Fiamingo ” fame) vho is on the extreme left; Mrs. Berenice Kinn
(second from right) and Mis: Josie Boulton (third from right). During
the evening sll the stars sang—as well as Freddie Stewart, Pat Rainey,
Ray Burns and Anny Berryer—and Guy Mitchell played drums with
the Denny Termer Trio while Al Martino played maraccas. The party
ended at the Savoy Hotel at 7.30 a.m

one in particular for a ‘special applause when he directed the audi-|
4 g ence to applaud Don Phillips at thc‘
|

mention. piano after singing the number he
APPEAL wrote—* Get Well Soon.” A nice |
This was my lirst hearing of tribute, Dickie.

Now for Bonar. His two solo,
spots I liked very much. His two .
skelches were, to say the least, weak.
A pity, Bonar. A personality such as
yours deserves better niaterial. How-
ever, the audience appreciated every-
thing you did and deservedly so.
Even the singing !

JITS BOPS

My. personal favourites in the sup-
porting cast were the fabulous Ballet
Montmartre. These girls — lively,
every one — gave a demonstration
of the Can-Can which leaves them-
selves and the audience breathless.
They put such vigour into their
routines that you could almost hear
the audience gasping for them.

The most noticeable thing about ~The others on the bill jive
this young vocalist is the fact that he dancing by the Jits Bops from Paris,
appeals to the whole audience and the Marie Devere dancers, Ken and
not only to the teenage element which Anna  Alexis, soubrette Wendy
is _always associated with him. Muiphy, Paul and Peier Page and

This was most outstanding when the * crazy music " of Johnny Lay-
he came to do his * Mums and cock and Maureen — were all greal
Dads ” bit. His ake-oft of the great performances, Everyone put their
Jolson brought the house down. all into the show which went zipping

He - treated us lo such songs as along from start to finish.

“Mr., Sandman,” * Finger Of Sus- The Jits Bops invite members of
picion " * Hold My Hand ” and, of the audience to come on stage and
course the inevitable but ever-popular dan  with them (they almest got
‘“All .The Time And Everywhere.” your correspondent!) and this adds

‘BOY FRIEKD' | JOHNNY ROGERS
RECORDED IN U.S. _ PLAYS AGAIN

; AXIST Johnny Rogers, who
AN-II)-: \[;VILS(:-N Sdfcorc]: t(: 3 S severely injured his right hand
s € Bboy rriend,” a'most|ys months ago when trying to
ignored by the British recording . a2 window whilst on tour, |
companies. has been waxed in LP played in public last Friday at the

form by American Coral with : - :
DBn JGotnall[&resa Brewer and Club 51 for the first time since his

Dickie's- solo -act and 4 was not
disappointed: In faet, I quite heaiti-
ly agree - with my colleagues when
d/ley say here we have a strong
answer to the American ‘* invasion
of ‘our variety halls.

My only complaint is that Dickie
—in a twelve-scene show-—does not
appear until the last two spots, where-
as Bonar ‘.ad five spots altogether.

The - mike, unfortunately, let
Dickie down a little in the first show
but this. did not affect his easy
personality on the stage; in fact, I
believe it made him work even
harder than he normally does to
make it up to the audience. He need
not have worried; they were with
him right from the start.

; : accident.
Paxl Whiteman's Orchestra. . His hand has satisfactorily res-
n RCA Victor LP by the Broad-|ponded to treatment and he has

way cast of the show has aiso been
released. . .
.“The Boy ~Friend,” a. British
musical comedy set in the: 1920’s.. has
scored:a great success in New York
since. its - recent opening, . It is still
running in London at Wyndham’s
Theatre.

been booked by Vi Hyland to appear
at the S1 with the Terry Brown
Group ut each session for the next
two weeks
The Eaints Jazz Band visit the
guban Baliroom, Barnsley, on Boxing
ay. 1

TO YOU ALL — MY LOVE AND BEST WISHES
ATTHISTIME . . ...

COUPLED WITH THE SINCERE WISH THAT
YOU WILL ENJOY MY LATEST AMERICAN RECORDINGS

‘WHEN ARE YOU COMIN' HOME, JOE?

‘BUTTER-SCOTCH MOP’

DINA

SQUIB BUILDING  FIFTH AVENUE « NEW YORK CITY

OF

AND

KAYE
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Wish the Staff and Readm
of the

"NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS”
the Seasons Greetings

and a

Happy New Year | |

"SHE'S MY
LOVELY"

May your future
flow with sweet
chythm —

is the wish of

'BILLY TERNENT

who extends Greetings for Christmas
and the New Year to his Fans and
Friends throughout the World

PETER KNIGHTg

AND THE

SINGERS

Tish
Bou 4ll §
a
Merrp
Xmas

and hope

My Sincere Greetings to .
my friends in

BRITAIN
HOLLAND
SOUTH AMERICA
UNITED STATES

and my native

AUSTRALIA

from "we two”

DOLORES VENTURA

. and “JAZZABELL”

KENNY BAKER
and A Happy New Year from

BAKER’'S DOZEN

returning to the Air JANUARY 6th for 4th series of
‘Let’s Settle for Music’

i § WHISPERS IN THE DARK = :

that you have

enjoyed the
records which we

have made and in which
we have participated in 1954
CHIQUL, CHAQUI
IT AINT NECESSARILY SO (Ken Mackintosh)
WASTED TEARS (Teddy Foster)
THE HAPPY WANDERER (Frank Weir)
CARA MIA ‘(David Whitfield) -
BEART OF MY HEART {(Max Bygraves}
GET WELL SOON (Dickie Valentine)
- " WANTED (Al Martino)
JET (Geraldo)
S A WOMAN'S WORLD (Barry Loanerd)

-—AND WITH-THE PETER KN.GHT ORCHESTRA

CUT YOURSELF A SLICE OF DREAM CAKE
(Vivian Bla mc)
LITTLE JOHNNY RAINBOW (Pettila’ Clark)
MEET ME IN BATI'BERSEA PARK (Petul Clark)

1

CMme(h%mg

to all the nice people

| met while in Britain.

Hope to be with you
again real soon.

RONAI.I ROGERS

With All Good Wishes
for Your Happiness at

| Christmas and throughout

the Coming Year

GEORGE BIRCH

AND HIS MUSIC
featuring

JOAN ANDERSON

DORCHESTER HOTEL,
LONDON, W.1

Season’s Greelings

and a

Happy New Year

Jfrom

GEOFF TAYLOR

HIS ALTO SAX AND

SEXTET

NOT SOLELY REPRESENTED
13 ST. JOHN'S ROAD, SEVEN KINGS, ESSEX Seven Kings 8536

wwwwmawméwwwwwwmaﬁ%wﬁ@wwwmmwwwwwwmsa;» >

for a

Merry Christmas

D

and a Happy New Year

¢ JULIE DAWN

* YANA

CURRENTLY APPEARING IN CABARET
AT THE PIGALLE RESTAURANT, PICCADILLY

Extends Seasonal Greetings

To Her
Friends in Show Business

PARAMOR

'NORRIE

WISHES
~ ALL HIS FRIENDS

the Season’'s Greetings

COLUMBIA RECORDS

*,&M
Wishes 4

from

GEORGE
FIERSTONE

and New Year

NAT

NSNS TSN B TR

18 Norwich Rd., Bitterne Park,
Southampton

1 he Best for Xrmas

Swingcerely

GONELLA

Best Wishes & Sincere Thanks
to all my Associates
in the Music Profession

from

BERNARD EBBINGHOUSE

Central Arranging Service

23 DENMARK STREET, LONDON, W.C2 oV 0959

—With é
Apologies T
to my Best §
Readers  |\Wishe

BENNY
GREEN

CLED LAINE®

nmm%%%@am%m%@a@mmm mmﬁmmm%memm@mmmmmwmmmm«mmmn
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“THE-NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS

announcing LRI GREAT NME POL
Your chance to vote for your favourite bands, singers and musicians
And you’ll be able to

see them at our
Pollwinners’ Concert

ME Poll time is with us again! Once more, we are giving you
. the opportunify to register your vofes for your favourite British
singers and instrumentalists, in the NME’s great annual Poli.

Thousands of readers cast their votes last year. and with the
ever-increasing circulation of your favourite musical ‘weekly paper. -we
are sure thay this vear many thousands more will be eager to vote
for the singers and-musicians who have given them the most enjoy-
ment on records, on the radio and in person during the past twelve |

‘Band.eader Berpard Ao shin and pianist ric Jupp wrote a tango.
They decided to call it the * Royal Tango " — but the use of the
word * Royal " requires Royal Assent, so off went Bernard and Eric,
‘fogether. with Norman Whitely  of Campbell, Connelly (who are

publishing the oumber), to present themselves nt Buckingham Palece. "

They are scen here (L to r.: Norman. Eric and. Bernard) outside the

@ates; although unable actually- to -gain admittance to the Palace

itself,  they lodged the manuscript in safe hands, and the trio are

‘mow awaiting the arrival of an " envelope bearing the Royal crest‘.

giving - decision on the ‘subject Royal approval will undoubtedly

have = great influence on sales, 3o naturally the boys are keeping
their fingers crossed.

L3

Christmas Greetings to all
Our Friends Everywhere

% A B
1| NEED YOU NOW
' CAN THIS BE LOVE
TARA'S THEME

B. FELDMAN &: Co. Ltd.

:: 23 Denmark St., Loadon, W.C.2 COVent Garden 2091
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~ g Seasonal Greetings
To _All Our Friends

At Home ¢ Abroad
® * * +®

THE HIGH

AND THE

MIGHTY

DIMITRI TIOMKIN'S great” theme irom Warner Bros.
* film “The High and the Mighty”

WHO'S AFRAID

Recorded ~vy DICKIE VALENTINE (Decca) & FLLA FITZGERALD (Brunswick)

GREEN YEARS

Recor ' ‘4 by "DDIE FISHER "MV}

Hear AT KING ZSOL ="'~ Scintlilatin- recording on Capltol

"HAJJI BABA

Fe Vv JC T "Adunntuene ~f Haili Baba"

-~
.

HARMS-CONNELLY LTD.

Sole Sellui_ Age .,

CAMPBELL CONNELLY & CO. LTD.,
10 DENMARK STREET. LONDON. W.C.2 TEM 1653

;ﬁ

instrument.
-Small - Band, Male Singer. Female

months.

We shall shortly be announcing
the daté of our great Pollwinners’
Concert, which’ as in past years
will be held at the Royal Albert
Hall; London, At this big event
you will be able to see the artists
whom by your votes you will have

‘I placed at the top in their respec-

tive sections.

HOW TO VOTE
Here's what you have to do. At
the *foor of this-page, you will see
a voting coupon Cut this out, fill

in the*names of your favourite artists

in -each ‘category in the spaces pro-

'vided. add your name and address

and mail ‘the coupon in a 2id.
stamped * énvelope 10 NME: Poll, §5.

Denmark Street; London, W.CJ2.
The sections in which you have to
cast your votes are listed on the
coupon - In almost every section we
require only ome name, that of your
favourite perforter on the particular
but in the Big Band,

‘Singer, Vocal Group and Outstanding
Musicfan“of “the Year sections. we
want you to list your favourite three
_groups or soloists in order " of pre-
erence. You will find space for their

names on the coupon

Remernber : each’ reader is allowed |

to vote only once, and only votes on
the proper voting form' will be ac-
cepted . The. voting ~form will * be
printed again in next-week's, NME. in
order to make absolitely -certain that
every reader gets a chance to vote

Remember. though. ' that you can
vote once only.:,if ydu send in your
votes on the Tofm. printed belaw. you
are not allowed fo vote, again next
week gt

Our checkers will .keep a_special
fookou; for people: voting twice. and
if anyone does.so,’ both sets -of votes

.will be déclared invalid We at the

NME will do everything in_ouf power

“to make sute that the Poll- is con-

ducted in the fairest ;l)oss'gble manner,
and we ask you to play your part in
achieving that end.

UP TO YOU!

We anticipate that this year's

Poll will be an even bigger success.

than the previous ones. and hope that
our Pollwinners’ Concert will be one
of the most exciting shows. we have
ever presented . g

And it's your votes which will
decide who will-appear on the great
day From npw on, it's up to you

Don Cornell, the * Hold My Hand ** man. who is to appear in variety
throughout Britain next Spring is here seen with film-star Terrv Moore

op the Unlversal Pictures® set in Hollywood.

HUMPHREY LYTTELTON
% CLUB %

MACK?’S, 100, Oxford Street, W.1
Every BSat.,, Mon. and Wed.
ALL SESSIONS 7.30 to 11 p.m.
Full particulars from:

R.L., 84, Newman 8t., London, W.1

Figure

and lists to:
ANNETTE PRODUCIIONS
24, MADRAS RD.

PIN-UPS & FIGURE

f'hotographs of iovely Cabaret and
Models tn attractive poses.
SBend 3s 6d4. for twn sample pictures

CAMBRINGE

AP

#% Compliments of %
The Season

To All Our Many Friends '
from

JOE RONCORONI & HAROLD FIELDS

JOHN FIELDS MUSIC CO.
20 DENMARK STREET, LONDON, W.C.2

Best Wishes to you all

AS YOU PLAY—

STOP

{(PROCEED WITH CAUTION)

A CUT ROUND HERE
My votes go to the following British artists and bands:
BIG BAND 1.
2
3,
SMALL BAND L
2
3.
MALE SINGER 1.
{ 2
3.
FEMALE SINGER 1.
2
3.
VOCAL GROUP 1.
: 2.
3.
MUSICIAN 1.
OF THE YEAR 2.
ALTO %
SAXOPHONE
TENOR
SAXOPHONE
BARITONE
SAXOPHONE
CLARINEY
TRUMPET
TROMBONE
PIANO
BASS
DRUMS
GUITAR
VIBRAPHONE
ARRANGER
To: NME Poll, 5. Denmark Street, London, W.C.2,
Name
Address.

+
STILL A BIG REQUEST
-BOOI
*

WATCH THIS TITLE FOR 1955

LET ME GO LOVER

(LONDON)LTD. remss our 1650

TEMple Bar 1653

B ERB A CH 0UENMARK IKEET,
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MODERN (Festi

HOWARD RUMSEY'S
LIGHTHOUSE ALL-STARS (EP)
“@ut Of Somewhere™ | *“Big
Gir}» / “Swing Shift” / “ Viva

Zapata ™
(Vogue EPV.1004)

“Jazz Invemtion” | *“ Witch
Doctor” / “ Mambo Los Feliz” /
“ Love Letters ™
(Vogue EPV.1005)

KIP the first set, which com-
ﬁpriscs a negative Shorty
Rogers original (** Somewhere "), a
tasteless r. and b. display (* Girl ),
an -uninspired riff thing by Shorty
(* Shift ') and a standard mambo.
But rush right out and buy EPV.
1005 ¢ y

It's the record 1 have played more
than any other this month, and one
which I'll doubtless keep on spinning
throughout 1955.

Pages could be written about the
ingenious construction of ** Inven-
tion ; the patent superiority of
*Doctor” and * Feliz” to most
mambos; the lovely setting by Bob
Cooper of Victor Young’s * Letters.”

You can easily hear all this for
yourself, however, so I'll be of more
positive heilp by listing the personnel
details omitted from Alun Morgan’s
album notes.

With Rumsey leading on bass, the
line-up comprises Rolf Ericson
(trumpet), Herb Geller (alto), Bob
Cooper (tenor), Bud Shank (baritone
and. alto), Milt Bernhardt (trombone,
on ** Witch Doctor ™ onlv), Clande
Williamson (piano) and Max Roach
(drums).

An unidentified Afro-Cuban per-
cussionist is also heard on the two
mambos.

* *

JAMES MOODY BLOWS (LP)
* Cherokee” [ * Jim*

oody’s Bounce) / * Moaody’s Got

ythm»” | *Over The Raln-

By MIKE BUTCHER

bow"” |/ *“Am I Bloe”
Fathers™ | * Again”
braceable You.”
(Esquire 20—035)
* Good Bait” /
“ Blue And Moody” /
I Love”
Ocean” | “PNGet By” | ‘““Love
Walked In” /
Heaven ”
(Esquire 20--036)

SOME of Moody’s better tracks
figure in these Swedish-made
collections, notably his well-remem-
bered duets with Lars Gullin (**Jim”
and
pieasant sides with
{** Cherokee ” and ‘* Pennies ™).

He plays tenor here, and also on
* Rhythm,” * Rainbow,” * Good
Bait,” * Dexterious,” * Blue iand
Moody * and * Love Walked In,”
switching to alto for fluent but badly

f

** The Man

* Two

“ Dexterious ” |
*“ How Deep Is The

* Pennies From

“Fathers’”) and a couple of
strings

pitched ballad readings of the re~

maining titles.
*x K *
STAN KENTON AND HIS
ORCHESTRA (LP)
“ Theme Of Foor Values ” | * Study
For Bass” | * Blues Before And
After” | “Bacante”™ | *“Thisbe” |/
“ Egdon Heath” | * Sweets™ [
] “Bags” [/ * Hava-a-
® } “Solo For Buddy” |/
“ Opener * | *“ Fearless Finlay” /
* Theme And Variations” [/ *In
Lighter Vein” “ King Fish.”
(Capitol LCT.6009)

IXTEEN full-length performances

on one twelve-inch LP could
hardly be bettered as value for
money. But only the last eight titles
(all composed by Bill Holman) really
interest me.

Holman's scores have an easy flow,

a sense of form which seems to relax

PARNELL

AND HIS ORCHESTRA

VALUE FIRST |
INSTRUMENT

F5533, Professional model, 5
Treble Couplers, 1 Bass

FREE

OUCH, tone quality and
wide frequency range,
plus fast °‘rocker- action’
treble shifts for finger control
in making changes, make
these immaculate Calvi accor<
dions outstanding value,

0. 8 Please send {llustrated Oalvd

€Coupler. cioesvesces. £77.0.0 g PR i .l e
Other models from £19.10.6 ¢

i NAME

13

& ADDREBR oo p e sassesassstosmassiinre

H
DALLAS BUILDING. CLIFTON ST. -§ HoliverecrernorsiedbBbl s (MR, 1971388) 1§

the Kenton Band, bringing out all
its best qualities (precision, balance,
sound); and minimising its faults
{(stiffness tension)

. The soloists range from good to
fair, but only altoist Lee Konitz (** In
Lighter Vein'') measures up to the
writing which surrounds him.

The remaining pieces are Bill Russo
compositions,  superficially  * ad-
vanced” for the most part and empty
beneath their glossy exteriors,

* * *
BENNY GOODMAN at
Carnegie Hall (LP).

“Don’t Be That Way” | ¢ One
O’clock Jump ” | * Dixieland One-
Step? 4 * I'm Coming Virginia »® |
“ When My Baby Smiles At Me ”
“ Shine ” / * B'ue Reverie ” / * Life
Goes To A Party ” | * Stompin® At
The Savoy ”* | * Dizzy Spells” |}
% Sing Sing Sing” / *“Big John

ecial™
(Philips BBL.7000)
“ Honeysuckle Rose” | * Body
And Soul” [ “Avalon” | * Man
1 Love” |} “I Got Rhythm™ )}
* Blue Skies ” / * Loch Lomond ? }
“ Biue Room ” “ Swingtime In
The Rockies ” J ** Bei Mir Bist Du
Schoen* [/ “ China Boy”
(Philips BBL.7001)
N historic occasion, the first
jazz concert ever to be held in
New York’s Carnegie Hall, is per-
petuated in these vital recordings. The
date was January 16, 1938, and in
addition to the Goodman Orchestra,
trio- and quartet, stellar guest artists
from the Duke Ellington and Count
Basie Bands were featured.

Benny was then leading one of the
best line-ups of his career. Harry
James, Teddy Wilson, Lionel Hamp-
ton and Geue Krupa sparked the per-
sonnel. Together they made music
which remains vital after sixteen
years.

There are so many highspots, so
few bringdowns in the set that I am

ve] MOOD

being arbitrarily selective in. mention-
ing only the following : the quartet’s
* I Got Rhythm,” with:its superlative:
Hampton vibes solo the trio’s elo-
quent ** Body And Soul ”: pianist
Jess Stacy on * Sing Sing Sing "
Johnny Hodges, Lester Young . . .

Jazz, as an entity and an entirety,
can mean but little to those who
hear “all this unmoved.

*

ol G %

* Modern Mood " seldom strays
beyond the record field these days,
but this week I feel I miust :

Welcome Johnny Rogers back to
the fold after his recent hand oppera-
tions. Johnny arrived at Studio ‘51
last Friday with his alto for the first
time in many weeks. He jammed en-
thusiastically with Ha Klein,
Terry Brown, Lennie Metcalfe, Jimm:
Currie, Tommy Jones and others. It
was great to hear him again.

Congratulate Jimmie Deuchar on
his performance with Tony Crombie
at last Sunday’s London Coliseum
concert. ' Jimmie replaced trumpeter
Dizzy Reece at a moment’s notice;
sight-read the book, without any re-
hearsal, as though he had known it
for wecks; blew a momentous solo
version of * East Of The Sun.”

Compliment the Tony Kinsey Trio
and Joe Harriott on their showing
at the same concert. Together with
the Crombie group, they stole the
show.

Warn the Kirchin Orchestra (we're
still at the Coliseum) that a stage
show cannot be one long climax.
The boys tried too hard, kicked up
too much of a racket. Take it easy,
fellahs, and everything will be O.K.
I feel pretty confident about your
box-office future, incidentally.

ok K K

1 have a whole drawer full of
letters to answer during the next few
days, and would like to extend thanks
in advance to everyome who has

writien to me, whether to praise or |.

condemn.

of

Some readers’ queries should be |

general  interest, so riu

ALTHOUGH there is to be jazz
in plenty for northern fans
throughout the Christmas season,
the Yorkshire Jazz Club, with its
attendant Yorkshire Jazz Band. finds
that it is without headquarters for
the second time within a few weeks.

The YJC's premises, Mahogany
Hall, Leeds, after remaining open
for ten days closed down on Tues-
day, December 7 _

Bob larclay, speaking for the club,
said that it had become known that
a number of local residents had
complained about the noise and that
he believed that a petition was to be
drawn up with a view to having the
jazz stopped.

Wishing to avoid any unpleasant
events, which may have followed a
decision to fight the case, the club
decided to close down and negotiate
for new premises. I

The - Yorkshire Jazz Band, which
recently had one change in personnel
when trombonist Mike Paley took
over from Bill Crowe, appear at the
Arts Ball at Harrogate School of Art,
December 21, and spend New Year’s
Eve at t‘h: Riley Smith Hall, Leeds.

*

ELIEVED to be the first of its
kind in the district Halifax Jazz
Club has now opened;
room is at the Talbot Inn, Illing-
worth Halifax,
* *

*
THREE years' association with
tie resident band at the Textile

Hall, Bradford, has now ended for
singer Paunline Walker, Owing to
health reasons she has been released
from all commitments with the band
by leader Les Garratt.

. Leading candidate for the vacancy
is seventeen-years-old Jenny Desmier,
Born in India, Jenny is the sister of
Rita Desmier who was vocalist with
Ruody Cotton’s band and had also

fit prior t the Desmier family
coming to Britain fifteen months ago.

Rex and Rudy will be interested to
know that their former singer, Rita,
is to get married on December 23.

Excepting Christmas Day, Les
Garratt and his fifteen piece band,
which includes three vocalists, have
|2 programme of late dances at the
| Textile.
will be taken over by the Jack Mann
band when Les and his outfit move
to the Victoria Hall, Shipley

* * *

THERSTONE leader Norman

Longbottom, who recently an-
nounced the formation of the North-
ern Dance Band Agency, is back
fronting his band after a three weeks’
illness-

Norman has signed singer Kevin
Bymne, fo. .erly with Dave Dalmour,
at:the Embassy Ballropm, Wakefield,
and will feature him during the Fes-
tive Season at Featherstonc Welfare

‘and the Swing Club sessions ag the

the Club

appeared with the Rex Alveraz out--

Their Christmas Day- spot:

Northern News

By Ron Drake

Unity Hall, Wakefield.

* *

AKING time off from music

Johnnie Addlestone and his Band
attend the Annual Dinner—given by
Johnnie at a Leeds hotel on Decem-
ber 23—prior to commencing their
Christmas and New Year commit-
ments,

Distinguished member of the
Addlestone group, and still continu-
ing a three year association with
Johnnie, recording star Ronnie Hilton

is to appear with the band on all |

dates which include a three-day
stint, commencing Christmas Day,
at_the Jubilee Hall, Leeds.

The band then visits the City Hall,
Hull, on the 28th.

A recent recruit to Johnnie's brass
section is Arnold Kirch (trumpet)
who completes a personnel compris-
ing: Horace Nettleton (trumpet);
Hedley Taylor (trombone);
Drysdale, Ted Fawcett, George Law-
rence, Arthur Priestley and Neville
Coates (reeds); Doug Raynor (bass);
Frank Gattie (drums), and Johnnie
himself on piano

* * *
BRADFORD leader Billy Hey plans
to reunite dancers and musicians
who have !ad past associations with
his resident venue—The Gaumont
(New Victoria) Ballroom,

Thursday the 23rd is the day set
for this pre-Christmas .reunion. Ex-
members of the Hey line-up—some
now retired from dance music—who
are expected to appear with the band
include saxists Frank Coleman and
Les Welburn, and trombonist Dick
Jeﬂeries.*

* *
TERAN leader Staniey North
faces a heavy series of Christmas
dates after his session at his regular
Thornton Baths venue on the eve of
Boxing day. His commitments will
take him and his band over a
wide area from Keighley *Eo Goole.

%* %*
RUMPET leader Jackie Thorpe’s
programme at the White Cross
Ballroom, Guisely, -is late Carnival
Dances -throughout the Christmas
period excepting Monday, This
session.ends at 4 a.m.

Folloving the Christmas scason,
the "Ronnie Scoft Orchestra re-
introduce the name band policy on
January 8

BASS PLAYERS

Johnny Hawksworth (Ted Heath)

Bob Duffy (Ray Ellington)

Lennie Bush (Ronnie Scott)

Len Wiiliams (Vic Lewis)

and many others are using the

New All Metal Adilustable Bridge
(Interested 7)

Apply Box No. B/XI

NME, 6, Denmark Street, W.0.2.

At the London Coliseum last Sunday, l2ns saw a juzz coancert where

every bandleader on the stage was a drummer. Here you see (I. to r.)3

Basil Kirchin, Tony Crombie and Norman Burns backstage at the
concert.

answer them here instead of sending a
reply by mail. All the records I
mention are currently available in
Britain, unless otherwise stated.

Peter Graham, of Oxford, wants
to know what has happened to
McCarthy and Carey’s ** Jazz Direc-
tory,” the comprehensive discography
which reached Volume 4 (letters
G. H. 1) some months ago and then
came to a halt.

1 am very pleased to announce that
& major publisher has taken over the
rights to this valuable reference work,
and that further volumes will be on
sale early next year.,

John Sunderland, of Newcastle
on-Tyne, has bought Count Basie's
newly relcased Brunswick EP (OB,
9015) and wants to know who plays

the clarinet solo om * Blue And
Sentimental.” It's Lester Young,
John.

%* *

Bill Scott, of Bromley (Kent), asks
for a st of recommended records
by Bud Powell. 1 think Bud’s LP
on Vogue LDE.OI0 is your best bet,
Bill. His * Jazz At Massey Hall”
set (Vogue LDE.035) is also great, if
)joll)x can overlook low-firecording
job.

Len |

3/- to 6/-

TROCADERO. ELEPHANT & CASTLE
SUNDAY, 26th DECEMBER, 6 & 8.30 p.m.
ED. W, JONES presents

KEN MACKINTOSH ORCH

JOAN REGAN, FAYNE & EVANS, BILL MAYNARD

HOP 1344

RONNIE HARRIS
3/- to 6/-

ODEON, ROMFORD

SUNDAY, 26th DECEMBER, 5.30 & 8 p.m.
ED. W. JONES presents

FRANK CHACKSFIELD ORGH

AUDREY JEANS
ROM 300

3/- to G/-

ODEON, WATFORD

SUNDAY, 19th DZCEMBER, 5.30 & 8 p.m.
ED. W. JONES presents

'KEN MACKINTOSH ORCH

PATTI FORBES * KENNY BARDELL » GORDON LANGHORN » DON CAMERON

WATFORD 2450

——GAUMONT,

3/- to 6/-

SUNDAY, 19th DECEMBER, 6 & 8.30 p.m.
ED. W, JONES opresents

TED HEATH

LEWISHAM

LEE 1331

SAVOY,

EXETER

SUNDAY, JANUARY 2nd
Two performances: 5.15 & 7.45 p.m,
WILL COLLINS presents

Europe’s Modern Man of Music

AND HIS
ORCHESTRA
Featuring DEAN RAYMOND < SYLVIA DREW

RUSTY HURREN & RONNIE CHAMBERLAIN
BOOK NOW! 2/6, 3/6, 4/6 & 5/-

Christmas
Greetings

trom

GERRY
MOORE

and watch for

?
in 1955

% Greetings
and all Good
Wishes for 1955

from the

DENNY
TERMER
TRIO

STORK ROOM, REGENT ST., W.1
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A story for Christmas
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UR band was new in town.

This was our first week at
the Gayland Ballroom and we
had made a practice of meet-
ing in the nearby bar before
going on the stand.

4 was first in that night, a
bit eacly for the rest of the
boys, and old Alf—he was the
landlord — and myself were
chatfing. sort of spasmodic,
about baads and musicians.
Alf had been one of the
“ greats:"” in the: business 'way
back in the thirties ; that was
before he quit in order to go
late the hotel trade.

He had pleaty of intercsting talk
when: you could get him going,
I kept shoving in leads trying to
get him started. but this particular
eveniag ‘he scemed to have some-

A -

so. your time, sen.” he. began, “The

thing on. his mind, Conversation same way as your outfit does now-
was at a. pretty low ebb when Alf adays

appeared 4o make up his mind “Well, one night the whole band
about somethmg “See that old was in here killing: time until we
music case?" he says, jerking his were due on the stand. when
thumb m» the direction: of the bar Freddy sat down at a piano which
corner, “ Left here a couple of used to be over there in the
months ago. by an. old buddy of corner. He had been a bit queer
mine, QGreat piano player was for a day or two, but this par-
Freddy, till somethmg happened ticular night he was as:edgy as the
that finished him.™ devil, and he looked terrible.

[ counted out some smalt change  ‘But that didn’t affect his play-
on to the bar while Alf was re- ing He worked around ene or.
filling my glass;, and waited for two. of the old rag tunes and
the stery. s;emedhto be br:]ght?lmng (\im son;;:,

gt = R . then, his mood. changed as. he

It's going back a bit before modulated. éxpertly into a minor
key. Man! that tune was. some-
thing I had’ never heard in all' my
time ;, it was thc most haunting
and poignant blues a guy ever

Gayland was. new: thea and we
were the first band in. We used
to come ia ‘here,

‘zactly, ia the

1

Lknew,

A <P
FJm-‘?m,mma

reat suctess at RUchY

OOTBALL for DATH and

WLGA& that it was only

4 Adtter very careful

ﬂmnsudardtwn that he

turmn pro(essional gor
Wigan, and c,oncznlgf?aud

on a Snngmg career

. \»lmxmnATwms N\ n‘g

A&)) at "BLACK \ 3
WHITE RAG”

recorded
‘&t 11051 en
‘)an aneient pub
T ) pano whach
' Qshc had purchased
cor onAy 30}

3 tvthn tontasl:uc

e
@
&
&
o
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KCLLE 'NOTES "]

declined an offer £o —m=S

number of 30,000 c0p1¢S n 104
B e o e e T e N e M T et

JITT DAS et T w9V P

PRI € |

“Why b It was worth: travelling a
long way to sce the way the boys
left off propping this. eld bar to
silently gather around Freddy. |
was in there too, right up close,
and' the mus«c, slow and wailing,
was cating into us. As for Freddy,
Qwell, he was a long ways: off this
planeL He hadn’t played no more
than nine or ten bars. when sud-
denly the keyboard cover came
crashing down over. the keys.

 October 2371950
e ¢obulous AL JOLSON
passed’ sway queck Ly
A whele mguxﬂs P
wath two -.musicans
i San Francnsco

n

:’;‘;’)V::?r:,? “I'l never forget the look on
! ; Freddy's face as he sat there all
DENNIS lUTlS tensed up. His fingers were out-

A
1

Tcd Heath's
vocal star
smokes

jstretched and poised within a
fraction of an inch of the vibrating
woodwork. How he missed having
them crushed to a pulp I'll never
know.

“He didn’t say anything, just sat
there staring fixedly at his hands.”

Here. Alf paused in his story ;
whether it was to collect his
thoughts or give me time to finish
off the half-full glass: I woulda’t
know, but presently he began
again.

“We were all pretty thoughtful
as we filed on to the stand thag
inight,” said AIf. “Semething had
{affected us, but ne one seemed to
3 want 1o be the one. to bring it out
din the.open. That night’s scssiens:
'werc real rough and E guess we
fwere all glad when we sigoed off.

“Next evening, the boys drifted
in to this bar in ones and twox.
There: was nothing mentioned
about the incident at the. pianc
until one of the bmss section
started ribbing Freddy about his
Fcomposing. Miad you, som, he
had the gift, had Freddy, he had
wn'tten some real usclull aumbers.

| "'g‘éll\ musnc a ¢ ¢

Al & also a beellfoank
claenat pla or

of the farows

[ MADME "RiSSAUD
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& Anyway we all said that this. new

CANADLA'S 1WWTERNATIONAL |
COMEDIAN & COMPERE

| ARNOLD |

@0, MARCHMUNT STREFT.
CAANDON W.C.

86 Ve deaie e deskook e ek kel deod

% Seasonal Greetings from
f PETE PAYNE

Paynd’s Music Shop

South Londsn Jazz Glub
) HiTher Green 3134
TECETEETT ST TR T ST S8 2

DANNY ||

XERRRRRRNNR

4une had something. It stuck in
4 our mindsy or, I sheuld say, the
few bars we. heard hadl stuck ia

Whr not join r our minds.
’ THE ‘ m
SQUADRONARRES | =_ 7 2@ 7
b 1 It certainly did have something,
l that tune. Strange tales. came. in
,Jz from a few members. of the band
it

FAN CLUB E

? ‘who had tried the melody over.
= ,  “Our tenor man, for instance.
i | Seems that when he got back te
Details. fome= i{ his digs he just had to try. playing
4 PhohSTowtorey: | the tune, yet every time he. reached
: 3. St. Wilfrids Place, | the tenth bar he just couldn get
& mpeie, Yorks * 1{ another note out of his: sax ; and

i 1 "our drummer, he tried to. gek the
theme on paper, and at the tenth
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SHIRT

WITH THE EXCLUSIVE
NEW ROLLAWAY COLLAR

WHITE SIZES-
B S M B, 2] /-
BLACK Postt and' Packing /&

| BENNETTS

MODERN MEN'S WEAR

Please send me ......

| enclose remittance.. .......

| 26a  CORONATION STREET, BLACKPOOL

Ray Ellington Shirts
Colour.....ccanuen. 2nd’ Colow.....couane

‘bar the pen just flew -out of his
;hands. Another .ad been picking
-out the melody on a guitar when a
couple of strings snapped.™

“Coiacidence ? ™

“Coincidence my foot! Things
couldn’t happen like that and
| always at the same bar, if it was
-coincidence. The boys swore they
|-had tried it out, not once, but
| several times and they were always
istopped in the teath bar

“What’s more, I tested it myself
on clari. and | could vt get past
that bar. It -isn’t as though the
i boys had no idea of what camc
' after bar nine.
‘daylight. The very theme. of the
tune cried out for the bar to be a
‘repeal of the second

‘Well, after these queer happen-
ings,. the boys left Freddy’s tunc
| severely alone, but one thing the
tune had done was this.; the
| atmosphere in our band went to

e oennnnen

ADORESS....

rerrer

worse until the outfit finally broke

-

LR

1t was as clear as:

'pot, and things went from: bad to

up. In fact when we disbanded,-

L]

Freddy and 1 were all that re-
mained of the original line-up,
and F could not leave, secing that
it was my band.

“Freddy played with different
outfits before his health: gave out
and he. disappeared from the. pro-
fession. 1 drifted out of town and
wound up in the hotel' busincss
eut in the provinces.”

As he finished speaking Alf
thoughtfully polished a glass.
did not break in on his thoughts, |
knew there was more to it than
the breaking up of his baad, so B
gave him time.

Soon Alf began again, “Strange,”™
he said, “Strange that after all:
thesc years | should come up to
town: one day and walk i to this.
bar just as Fpeddy was trying to
cadge a drink. L recognised. him,.
but he was in a bad way. lt'ever
there was a case of ‘riches to rags’
this was it. ¥ bought him a drink
and looked around. The ol bar
was. pretty much the same. The
same pianoy still in it corner..
highly polished as ever.

“Freddy and [ didnt speak
much. We didn't ask questions; for
my part | had no wish to epen up
things best forgotten. But, at the
back of my mind . could hear that
low: poignant blues. Seemed like
Freddy knew it, he slowly thrust
out his left hand.

m @A mp

“Man, it was awful to-see. The
fingers were all twisted and shape-
less, 1 could not say anything,
instinctively I glanced at the piano,
Freddy™s eyes looked into mine as
I retummed my gaze to his thin
face, then with a hunch of his
shoulders as he pullied his thread:
bare coat around his worn body;
and a weak, ‘Thanks for the
drink, AIlf’ he was gone.

“Well, 1 did not sce Freddy
again for some time. It was soon
after I had taken over the fease of
this: place when he. came in early
onc evening, He was: cauymg that

te: old music casc. Said he had been

down- the: Alley® trying to- unload
a song.

“But my guess was. that he had
been tocking for an advance om
the royalfies which still trickled in:

from: some of his old aumbers. 3

However, he had money, #How
much & doa’t know, but as he
shuffied up to the bar he said, i

owe you a drink, AIE™ I filled two. |

One for him.

“Freddy toek a long pull at his ||

and looked at me queerly and, with
a twisted smile, said, ‘1 figished
that tune, Alf, but that duma
‘pianc ﬁmshed me” I told him ¢o

tnke it easy, 'cause. I could scc he |

was working up 1o something and |
I didnt want trouble.

“He ignored my platitudes: and
went on, “After the band breke up:
and yoeu left town, §-came back in
here. Yes;, ¥ came back and sat

down at the piano just as 1 did}
that night. Remember how it was. |

7

by RON DRAKE
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barg: but the. moment 1 heard the
mournful' note of the tenth bar 1
was. fully alive. Fascinated, 1
watched' his good fingers caressing
the Xeys.

“l breathed a slow sigh as he
played through the teath bar; 1
couldnt move. The ¢une had
gotten eight. dowa under my skin.
It was a terrific aumber. It came
to- us from way back in the old'
negro: slave days.

m om@m maAa

“Freddy turned to me as he played
the last mote. There was triumph
in his eyes. His hand still rested
on the keys. as; the. last vestige of
the tune died. Then, just as | had
scen it hagpen years ago, the key-
boardi cover smashed down. But,
“this. time it dida’t miss. Freddy's:
good fingers. were trapped as |
heard “the crunch of shattered
bone,

“Quick as light Freddy leaped
away from the piano and.although
the. pain ia his. crushed fingers
must have been terrible, grasped
the heavy wooden stool and
cracked it down on the gleaming
polished woodwork.

“l could have swora the piano
laughed derisively as Freddy
smashed: heavy murderous blows
on it. 1 made no attempt to stop
him as he seduced the piano to a
mess of splintered wood and
tangled wire. Finally he flung the
heavy stool into the wreckage,
Hurled himself across "the room
and out into. the street.

“The screech of brakes and skid-

ding tyres followed by a mad 3

scream: which died away into a
strange. silence told its own story.

“Mechanically, | bent to retrieve
the shabby music case from the
floot. Its contents had spilled out
and as. I gathered the soiled
papers. I saw' the manuscript of
Freddy’s last tune.

“It was the completed blues.
Then as- § fooked at the neat
writing I saw the ink beginning to
fade until all the music had dis-
appeard save for nine full bars

aad three crocheis."

* L 4

1 looked at AIf as he. finished
ing. He ncver saw me leave
the bar.

E TENTH BAR 9

FACTRER AR A

ODE TO THE!
ONE-NIGHT
. STAND

‘by RONNIE ALDRICH
t  (Leader of the Squadronaires
Dance Orchestra):

stayed %3

b

yLast  night
Manchester,
MPink gins at the Geand) f
Tomorrow night in .rmm.banjf
(Free beer for the band)j—
D‘We are the modern troubadours-]
'l‘hse‘al:lovs of the ©One Night]
nd.

we

-

LFrom Middlesbrough sud Das-}
lington,,
To Bristol, Bath and Frome,

! From humble digs to grand hotels

(Three puineas for a voom)

And fish and chips in local
“ caffs

Or darts in the satooa.

'With here a punctore, there a 1

‘But no time to eomqlam,

And picking up the instruments

We hurry through the rain

f£And pack our bags aod pay
the bill,

The hit the road again.

()ur feet are cold, our noses. rum,
{ We congh and sniff and snecze,
I We wassail in the Empire Bar,
din beer up to our knees,

Then back into the coach again
With pies and bread and cheese.

We oversleep and bolt our food.
And make a frenzied dash
fAnother in the buffet car

L Worthington or Bass ?)

| And here we are in Wlnll(-y Bay,
L What about the cash ?

) We eat and drink and work and§

play,
"l‘hroughou: the wintry land,
 (Phink of these things, you "tok
! who puy
Five bob to hear the band)
We're the wandering winstrels. of §

L today
F'The boys of the Oue -Night
b Stand.

e

Alf 7 Remember the boys. crowd-1,

ing round, and the tenth bar, Alf:
remember the tenth bar ?°

A &R &SR

“As he spoke he

eyes. ‘That’s what the tenth bar
did to me. That, and the damned
" 1 poured him a strong
drink and tried to take his: min
off that night, but he would not be
moved from this hatred of the
tunc and the piano.

“* Yes, Alf, 1 finished the tune.
Every blasted bar cost me another
{ife.’ he swore and then with aa

insinuating grin he said slowly,’

“You want to hear it. don’t you?’

I weuld rather have bought him:

drinks for the rest of his duys
before. have him- sit down at the
piano. 1 was afraid. Afraid of

what might happen. and that blues!

thad already cost me plenty.

“Wcll. Freddy moved over o
the piano and lifted the keyboard{
flexed the fingers of his.
right hand and commenced 1o

cover,

play His left hand hung limply
at his side. And as he played the
melody 1 could sce the crippled
fingers. move as though they were
unconsciously adding the harmony.

“1 hardly noticed the first few |

lifted his
maimed left hand level with my |

Reg. Offices :

Dear Readeer,

The abowe company has been formed for the purpose of
satisfying the demand for this type of fewellery, and theough
vatious agents in Hollywood, Miami, New York, and other parts
of America, | intend. t6 keep the fashion minded in constant touch
with. all sew designs and modes.

highest quality obtainable.
for sale.

once again in the near future,

Yours,

ENTERPRISES LTD.

70 Wimpole Street, London

During my lest tour of Great Britain many of the great circle
of {riends that | made expfessed admiration. and a desire to
possess certain types of AMERICAN CUFF LINKS & TIE CLIPS
that were up to- the moment unobtainable in this country.

So- comember, the next time you are out shopping. the lush
blue plush: box displayed in the window of all up to the minute
**Men's. Fashion." shops is a BILLY DANIELS ENTERPRISES product.
Tha¥ meons it is Unique, the last word in fashion, and of the
It has to be before | pass the O.K.

DANIELS

Wishing you all the very best, and hoping to be with you

Billy: Daniels Enterprises Ltd,




E NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS

Friday, December 17, 1954

NCE again we have to thank reader W. Woods, of 27, Atkin-

son Road, Urmston, Lancs, for sending us a * League ” of
the top tunes, records and artists of 1954, based on the positions
reached each week in our Charts. He has compiled * League
Tables ”* based on our charts for the period December 4, 1953, to
December 3, 1954, both dates inclusive.

As with his charts which we published in our issue of August
13, Mr. Woods has allocated twelve points for each tune, record
or artist that finishes top of a Chart, and decreases the number of
points mverscly to their position, so that a No. 12 placing gets
one point.

The reason why the artists’ list differs from that. of the records is,
of course, that some artists have had more than one record in our
charts—for instance, Frankie Laine with * Rain, Rain, Rain,” * There
"Must Be A Reason ' ¢ Granada ” and * Kid’s Last Flght # and David
Whitfield with ¢ Santo Natale ” and ** Answer Me.” _

2 We are once agallxll grat?]ful to Mr. Woods for- the trouble he has’

taken in  preparing these charts,
and " feel gurg thft the ‘interest TOP REOORDS ‘IN' AMERICA

which our readers will, find in ° 3 yy46 Things Mean A Lot

© studying’ them will amply jostify -~ .° “Kitty Kalien - .. ....189
his lndustry and effort. . 2. Wanted—Perry Como .. 184
3. Hey There - e

NP RECORDS IN BmAlN " Rosemary c]o(,ney .. 182
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MUSIC LEAGUE TABLES

Points -

2 Points ° 4.' Sh-Boom-Crew-Cuts . 178 ¢
1. Secret Love—Doris Day ... 248 5..0h Meln. Papa = - 0
2. Cara Mia—David® Whntﬂeld 203 -... Eddie .Fisher ; . 171,
3. Happy Wanderer 6. That’s Amore—Dean Martln 158
... . Obernkirchen Childs' Cholr 197 7. Make Love To Me
4. Little Things Mean A Lot .~ :Jo Stafford . 164,
= Kitty Kallen .« 182 . 8. Secret Love—Doris Day ... 137
8. Oh Mein Papa ‘ 8. I Get So.Lonely i
" Eddie Calvert S 118 Four Knights e o 137
[ 8. Such A Night—Johnnie Ray 151 - 10. Young At Heart -~
[ 7, ‘Three . Coins In The Foun- Frank. Sinatra. .. ; ... 132
p tain—Frank Sinatra .. 148 ~ 11, Rags To Riches )
8. I See.The Moon—Stargazers 141 . Tony Bennett - 124
€ 5. Hola My Hand—Don Cornell 135 - 11, This Ole- House
€ 10. My Friend — Frankie Laine 108 Rosemary Clooney . 124
[ 11, Smile—Nat ‘*King'* Cole .., 106 13. Three Coins In The. Founr
¢ ' 12..1dle Gossip—Perry Como .., 1056’ tain—Four: Aces :.. 117
[ 13. Blowing Wild 14. Little Sho::maker-—Gaylorda 116:
Frankie Laine o 100 15. Hernando’s Hideaway
‘ 14. Don’t Laugh At Me Archie Bleyer 5 .. 114
L Norman Wisdom ... + 92 16. Oross Over The Bridgo
€ 15 Qoud Lucky Seven Pattl. Page e 111
[ Guy - Mitchell oo o 92 -17. I Need You Now
¢ 168. Changing Partners Eddie Fisher & o 109
¢ Kay Starr ... .. . 87 18, Stranger In Paradise
17. Wanted—Al Martino . 84 Tony Bennett B0 105
‘ 18. Answer Me—Frankie Lajne 80 19. Changing Partners
€ 19 Tbat’s Amore—Dean Martin 78 Patti Page ¥ W.ios
€ 20. Friends And Neighbours 20, Happy Wanderer
[ Biliy Cotton’ oo ooy Frank Welr o0 o B4
4
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TOP RECORDING ARTISTS' IN ~... TOP RECORDING ARTISTS IN 1:
BERETA AMERICA. 1
) Polnts Points ¢
1, Frankie Laine . 399 . -3
2. David Whitfield ORI 71 1. Bddie Fisher ... we 328 1'
3. Doris Day ... . 326 . 2. Rosemary Clooney ... 318 1,
4. Obernkirchen Chllds' (mon- 197~ 3. Kiuy Kallen' ... ... ..261 (
5. 'Kitty Kallen... .. ' ..182 4 Tony Bennett ol w2340 @
6. Eddie Caivert . . ' .. 178 - 6. Perry Como. ... - . 2339
7. Perry Como ... m 176 8 Patti Page ... .. ..216 }
8. Guy Mitchell .. 5 164 7. ‘Doris Day ... .. 203 ‘;
9. Johnnle Ray .., A =), 8. Four Aces.. ...-. ... ... 196 1»
10. Frank Sinatra - 118 9. Crew-Cuts ... R 187 4
11, Stargazers ,. . - 10. Frank Simatra - .. 359 . 4’
12, Don Comrnell ... 11. Dean Martin ... ... ... 168 ‘b
13, Nat “King”’ Oole , 12. Jo -Staftord: - .. 154 ‘)
14, Dean Martin ..:' 13. Gaylopds Peds T Lees NS TLEES 1
15, Joan Regan .. R 14. Four Knights .. 137 1’
16. Winifred Atwell we .. 94 - 15, Archio Bieyer .. 114- 1’
17. Al Martino ... - . 93 © 16. Kay Starr - ...5 ", .. 108 ¢
18. Norman Wisdom , ... ‘e “92  17. Frank Weir .. 2od .. ‘D4 "
19. Kay SI&T ...y ... ., 87 18. Teresa Brewer T B |
,20., Rosemary Closasy ... = o 83 < 10. Ralph ‘Marterie e 190 )
] ! 20, Don Comell ... ¢ ... si.. 66 :.

R 3

* ¢
TOP SHEET MUSIC IN BRITAIN : e
Points 'roP smnm' MUSIC IN U.S.A. ,‘)
1. Happy Wanderer i -309 Points - 3
2. Littie Things Mean: A m 236 1. Wanted omE B! | §
3. Secret. Love ... . 184 1. Changing’ Partners ... . 179 1'
4. Obh Mein Papa 166 8..Young At Heart .., o 174 ¢
4. Cara Mia ... 166 4. Little Things Mean A Lot'173 ¢
6. Three Colns In The. Foun— 5. Three Coins In ThezFonn- ‘i
tain . 147 taln .. 166 .$
7. Swedish - Rhapsody- 146 ' 6. Hey There .. 163 4§
7. I See The Moon ... .. 146 7. Stranger-In Paradise 156 1’
9. Littie Shoemaker ... o 140 8. Love -.. e 164 ¢
10, Changing Partners ... 135 9, Oh Mein Papn 150 "
11. Answer Mo .. ... 126 10, High And The Mighty 147 ‘D
12. My Friend ... 120  11. Little Shoemuker ... 144 .
12. Don’t Laugh At Me . 120 - 12. Ebb Tide .. 122 §
14, Friends And. Neighbours ... 116 13, Hernando’s - Hideaway n: ¢
15. Heart Of My Heart ... 115 14. This Ole House .. 116 ¢
16. Cloud Lucky Seven ... ... 100 ~ 15: Cross' Over The Bridge 1ns ¢
17. Hold My Hand we.  «. 88 . 16..-Answer Me (My Love) 111. ‘b
18, Rags To Riches «. 96 17. Make Love To Me ... 110 ‘)
19, Smile ... [ «.. 81 ' 18, Happy Wanderer ... )
20. Wanted . 88 - 18 If I Glve My Heart To You 109 S
20, Story Of Tima d .. 88 20, Heart Of My Heart ] 4,
SRR I
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For your Jazz Library

SHINING TRUMPETS

A HISTORY OF JAZZ RUDI BLESH 21/- Postage 9d.,

JAZZ IN PERSPECTIVE

IAIN LAING. 2/5 Postage 6d.

«~ Lall jn and sea.our Jazz Record Dept. We have & wonderful selpchdn
£ ! d of all‘)}azz ‘Records and collectors items.

Ask for our new list of Jazx Books

COLLETS INTERNATIONAL BOOKSHOP
52 CHARING CROSS RD., LONDON, W.C.2 TEMple Bar 2315

Best ‘Wishes for .Christ-mas
1954-55
and All the Years to follow

Yours Sincerely,

& n@w%@ammﬁmwﬂmw@mm
Season’s Greetings from

JOHNNY
ROADHOUSE

and Staff of the

Regional Schools of Dance: Musm

Z
g DECIBEL STUDIOS
65a Oxford Road, Manchesfer, 1

g ARDwu:k 3540

greafesf small -group - of the

rd’
’q °°S past year
MILT JACKSON

MODERN JAZZ QUARTET
E.P.14 The Queen’'s Fancy . - Autumn in New York
Delaunay’s Dllemma ;."But.Not For Me
10-314 All the Things You Are - La Ronde
10-324 Rose of the Rlo Grandg Vendome, "
For_signed. photographs .of LARS GUI.LIN YONY KINSEY, nonm: ;
;- SCOTY :S' ORMAN ‘BURN 56 und 2)4 Stapp §6 4 =i v

:sqummcnmirb !
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Internationally acclaimed the

'strongly . k
{ the .old : school,

‘and--a standard
‘He: includes  a ‘medley .of pops; a
Jolson reprise wi

_m 1canon of “how ' the “act wns pul"

l’."mn. W00 : "m:. lmaoum‘lm )J e

The Fonr nghts—a new plcture.

DICK JAMES IN VARIETY

'CDOSING a strong all-round bill -his act; heiduly. did this, - thm% was

very
rccordmg singer .in, va.nety has. tof
plug is” records ;, Dick .also.-plugged |
adio’ prembourg ‘community |

unammous assent

atChiswick Bmpire this week almost
is_-Parlophone recording . smger
Dick James, who, has ble]en topping:
in ‘variety ever:since he left the
Cyril Stapleton Orchestra in ‘1949, z::l::ghmf catant | :rg;n’:enrdmgidhﬁ hlxl;
chk is a vxgorous ‘type: of smger ‘audience’ with - him- ‘throughout.

with ‘an appealing personality that is-  His ac e,
an~ obvious . draw  for_ ‘the usual Len Ta panist -for. the week- was

variety “audicnce, . regiStering * with time as- exp]ouauon manager of .the
teenagers . and ", mums” ‘ ands -dads “Dave ‘Toff Mnsxc Publishmg Coin-
- ‘panmy.

hls

-His -stage presence owes a,lot to

‘Not. for -him the tiaison with.the:resident

caperings about associated with-ihe He Di-Cha

lenry, ‘contributed greatly to.. the

‘American stars ° ‘and _“their :British success of the “act.
i imitators.
nucroghone, only moving away to|

He stands m front of the.

HARROGATE BAILEY |
ADDS STRINGS

RNOLD BAILEY, resident at)

- the Grand Hotel, Harrogate,

is ‘planmng an.expansionist policy

‘{which, if succcssful, ~will augmént

his: .current . piano, - bass, “drutns,.

-sax, accordiod and violin —lihe-up
by two violins, vigla and: cello;

Already in - rehearsal,

. "|orchestrations by tenpnst fan C011|n4

€

“take his applause.. To-day" this .is a
novelty in _itsclf.. He keeps the whole
thing moving just by his ‘strefigth’ of |
personality.
mng with a rousmg “I Wan;
A he has strong numbers_in-
e My Son, My Son,” its relation
‘“ My Friend,” which ¢loses the act,
**Lady Of."Spain."”

a clever introduc:
tory lync and, * Fnends And Neigh-
which seeméd a pretty good

over and. recewed~

\4.* A

ostite Jnusica) ! act. ha ison, the féoe
am'%%‘ ey ,,E“f o et
wﬂn cmiof appenrance g

LENA HORNE
“'Deed I Do ”/“1 Feel So
Smoochie ”

“The Lady Is A Tramp ”/
“I’'ve Got The World On A String”
(MGM EP.503)
WHAT a joy is this new: Ex-

tended Play issue of four
wonderful titles from Lena
Horne ! I have never heard “ I've
Got The World On A String”
sung so slowly and-so beautifully.

Lena sings the verse-as well, and
it ‘makes a . pleasant change,
especially as this happens to be a
patticularly good-verse.

The tempo _is stepped up., for.
*The Lady Is ‘A ,Tramp,” and the
lovely _rich quallty of .Lena’s yvpice
.coupled with her excellent. phras-
ing. puts her in a class way above
the average singer.

My favourite title' is: “ ‘Deed I
Do,” ‘which' Lena sings to the’
accompaniment of a, rhythm 'sec-
tion, -

Luther’ Henderson plays some’
“great piano, and how ‘wonderfully
relaxed the whole, thing ‘sounds.
It is useless going into~ further
superlatives, and 1 suggest you get-
the record as sopn as you possibly
can,

*
THE FOUR KNIGHTS
“ Saw Your Eyes”
“1 Don’t Want To See You Crying ”’
(Capitol CL.14204)
“ QAW Yowr Eyes”™ goes with a
real bounce, and I hope every.
recording manager will buy a copy,

RDS

if only to listen to the wonderful
rhythm ‘section. Why can’t we get a
beat like this on our records ?
This song has a cute lyric and is
|deall% suited to a vpcal group.
as "always been my personal
opinion that- the Four Knights are a
most underrated group, and I recall
a b:autgful recordmg they made of
* Basy Street " some time bagk.
The other side. of this record is
called “I Don’t Warit To ‘Sec You
Crying:” T féel ‘that the soloist is'just
a little below standard, but the work
of the group is of the hxghcst” duality:
" The musicgl backmg is again first-
class, and J-can’t help fecling that
certain British _vocal froups would
make better records if they had a
rhythm- section’ like ‘thig- behind  them.

-

BOB STEWART
“it’s .A. Woman’s World »
“1 Went_Out Of My Way »

(MGM 783)

T'5 A Woriah's World ” is going
to be' a popular song, ‘but I
fear that this- versioh”by Bpb'Stewart

-supﬁr(ed by LeRoy Hélmes and-his

stra will not -farg. too_ well in
face of heavy compctmon The tempo
is just.a shadc slow.

The singer’ seems to lack the neces-
sary sparkle and he fails to make' the
most of ‘a wonderful backing by Le
Roy Holmes,

““1 Went_Out Of My Way” is
rather ummcrcstmg ‘and I formed: the
opinion  that at times Mr. Stewart
was trying to sound like Frank
Sinatra,

1 can only say that'he will have to
make better ‘records than this if he
is to make any real'impression in
this country.

. who spends most of - his’

His own work at;the ke board;l]n@ :
fles:| =

T

MAC'S, 41 GT. WINDMILL ST,

DANCING to New

OY LAURIE BAND

SNACK' BAR.

w= CY LAURIE JAZZ CLUB

Piccadilly Circus, London, W.1 (opp. Windmill Theatre)
GRAND CHRISTMAS SESSION

iazz ALL NIGHT Party

9 p.m., SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25th {7 »

: SANDY BROWN JAZZMEN : TREV, WILLIAMS
JAZZBAND : VULOAN JAZZ BAND.
MEMBERS 8/6 ; GUESTS 10/6
LONDON TRANSPORT CONTINUE A REDUCED SERVICE AFTER
4 p.m. CHRISTMAS DAY

til 7 a.m.

Orleans Jazz with the . . .

Many Guest Artistes, Musicians, eto.
LOUNGE

Chmtmas and %w Year
Greetings -~ .

to ALL from

SYD NORRIS

|
ENTERTAINMENTS
, Phone: Mr. & Mrs. SYD NORRIS,
BETCHWORTH 2308 101 Boxhill Way,
- 5 Betchworth,. Surrey l
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* LONDON

LONDON

NELSON'’S
{ THEATRE & TRAVEL AGENCY
Booklng kxents tor Theatres and
y nortlng Events.
Lnnd, ‘Sea .and ‘Air Tickets
GRAMOPHONE RECORDS and
‘SHEET MUSIC -
Prompt auenuou Mail Orders
(Dept, . ME)
12 Frognal Parade, Finthley Rd.,
Phomes: HAM 3855 & 8863. N,W.3.

W. HARTLEPOOL

e EVERY‘I‘HING MUBICAL' «meee

* HOGGETT'S x|
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’W |
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medlum or. dark. Nicely gum ‘Veneeru.

| Delivery
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u)m. u 20 -College Parade,
iy Road x" :
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SHEKT MUSIO
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FRANK WEIR AND HIS
SAXOPHONE
** The Cuckoo Cries”
“ Misty Islands Of The Highlands »
(Decca F.10384)
HE Cuckoo Cries” is a cute
composition -with - a  rather
plcasant melody, ‘bue:little 'scope is
%}vcn to the skili of Frank Weir,
nfortunately, to my way of think-
-ing, it+is the chorus who are allowed
to steal most of the limelight, with
the maestro remaining in the back-
ground for. the best part of the
record.

The other side -gives Frank far
more opportunitics to blpw his won-
derfully comunercial saxophone, and
-the beauuful “Misty- Islands Of The
Highlands.” (which this time includes
a bit of the ** Skye Boat Song ') will
delight thousands of record fans
north of the border.

It will also please the thousands of
Frank Weis tans on both sides of
the Atlantic.

This is commercial’ music at its
very best.

THE STARGAZERS
“ Came The Morning ”
* Rose Of The Wildwood *
(Decca F.10412)
THESE two sides do not impress
as much as some of the recent
records by the Stargazers have done,
but of the two I prefer * Rose Of
The Wildwood.”

It has a certain Gcrmamc flavour
about it, und 1 imagine this is
another case of an English lyric hav-
ing been added to a foreign song.

The accompaniment is simple, but
not very exciting, and I don't like the
sudden ending to the record

* Came The Morning " has a good
lyric and also a_very definite Con-
tinental flavour. The musical backing
features mainly accordions, but as on
the previous side, I don’t go a bundle
on the work of Will Glahe and his
Music.

So far as performances of the
Stargazers go, one can hardly find
fault, but 1 have become so used to
hearmg them sing comedy songs, that
I imagine it will take me some time
fully to appreciate them again pn this
type of material.

JO STAFFORD
“ Suddenly
# Teach Me Tonight ”
(Philips PB.383)
VERY now and then, Jo Stafford
comes through with a really
great side, and I doubt if she has
ever produccd one better than “Teach
Me Tonight.”

Husband Paul Weston provides the
musical background, and he must
also be thrilled with this disc

Jo sings with wonderful expression

MERCURY ON TOP

I with

“I CAN'T TELL A WALTZ
FROM A TANGO"

PATTI ‘PAGE

MERCURY MB.3I61

Singer Freddie
Stewart caopght at |
his Mercury record-
ing this week, with |
MD Malcolm
Lockyer (left).
Freddie flies to
Milan on Dec,
for a TV shov-v, re-
turning here to
appear im * Quite
Coantrary”
Jan. 3.

on

*

and beautiful phrasing, and now that
I have heard this record, I am con-
vinced even more that “ Teach Mec.
Tonight” is going to bc one of the
big hit songs of 1958S.

* Suddenly,” features Jo alpng with
the Norman Luboff Choir and Paul
Weston's Orchestra.

1 have heard better love songs than
this, and in my opinion, it is at times
rather dreary, and does not command
attention. I don’t care too much for
Miss Stafford when she sings in her
dreamy style, for this scems to me to
lack warmth,

Never mind, “Teach Me Tonight"-
is a peach.

'I'HE FOUR ACES
“ Mr. Sandman ”
“I'll Be With You I|’|, Apple Blossom

ime
(Brunswick 05355)
HERE are many records of “ Mr.
Sandman *' on the market, but I
have no hesitatipn in saying that in
my opinion the Four Aces version is
Jl}stl a little better than its nearest
riva

A brilliant backing is partly
responsible for the success of .this
side, but it's the kind of record that
strikes you as a hit the very first time
you hear it.

(I just bought a new cap to wear
when sitting at Highbury on these
cold. wintry Saturday afternoons,
and I promise to eat it if this disc
fails to get into the Top Ten).
Blimey, what some people will do
for a living |

But, seriously, fricnds, you must
get this record, for it is really out-
standing.

The backing is an old favourite,
“I' Be With You In Apple Blossom
Time,” and. I
unfortunate that it will have to take
second place, for it is a side of great
merit. In it, you can hear some fine
piano-playing as -well as somc taste-
ful organ. This is perhaps the best
record of the month.

JACKIE BROWN AND HIS
ORCHESTRA
* Dirndle Dance ”’
¢ Shadow Of A Man "
(Columbia DB.3551)
HERE is little doubt that Jackie
Brown is not only one of our

Ere 1012 BOB
FRISCO BAND

EPY 015 LIONEL HAMPION
TRI®

SCoBE'

The Greatest JAZZ CATALOGUE in the World

VOGUE — DECEMBER ISSUE
7 inch 45 r.p m. Exlended Play

1926 uwr NORMAN'S
Dlxu-‘.u\m) JUBIL¥E
Ridney Bechet with Bob Scobey’s
Frisco Band.

EPV 1018 STAN GETZ QUARTET
—QUINTET

EPY 1020 SIDNEY BECHET
¢ Souvenirs of _New Orlenns”
1022 [1] GaLl.sret
. PLAYVYS
FFV 1024 BIG BILL BROONZ\

IL‘PV 16271 GIGI GRYCE-CLIF-

RD SBROWN ORCHERTRA

I!.'I'V - 1023 GEMHY MULLIGAN
QUARTET .

plus Les &Honitz

EPV 1025 DJANGO REINHARDT
and the Quintet du Hot. cmb de
France

LONG PLAYING 33§ r.p.m.

GENE NORMAN PRESENTS First Solo LP by brillinat Freanch
LDE 107 CHARLIE VENTURA Fianisf

in Concert featuring Benny LDE 103 MART[AL SOLAL

Green-Conti  Condoli RIO

LDE 100 EKARL BOSTIC AND
‘- _HIS ORCHESTRA -

LDI:. 106 DJANGU REINHARDT,
Vol 3

- 10 inch
GERRY MULLIGAN QUARTET
V2305 I Can’'t Belleve,
Lady Be Good

78 r.l? 4

STA GLETZ QUARTET

V2292 The Song Is You, 9
It Might As Well Be Spring.

DIZZY GILLESPIE PLAYS

V2280 Oobladee.

. Mon Homme.

SBUCK CLAYTUN-G B

V2283 Sweethearts On Parade,
Blues For Fats Waller.

ART PEPPER QUARTET
V2291 Suzy The Poodle,

Chili Pepper.
KfREKD CAL it Sk = Uk
V2203 Glow Worm,

'I'he One 1 Love,

GOOD TIME JA7Z
BAND, Vol. 2

LDG 100 BOB SCOBHEY’S FRISCO | LDG

Long Playmg 334 r.p.m j
NK JOHNSUN AND
'rm, Y!.BBA BUENA JAZZ

BAND

YOGUE RECORDS LTD., 113-11

LATEST L'P-TO-DAIE CATALOGUE NOW AVAILABLE

P Teleohoney Knghhbndce 4256’7'8

5-Fulham Road, lundon, S .3

e,

finest arrangers, but he also has the
knack of makmg the orchestra sound
just that little bit different.

He uses great imagination in his
scoring and his ability strikes you as
soon as the beautiful trombone-
Playmg starts at the beginning of

Shadow Of A Man.”

This is a haunting piece of music
from the film of the same name, and
Mr. Brown secms to specialise with
themes from films.

It is a Jong time since I've heard
a side as cutc and attractive as
* Dirndle Dance,” and the careful
use of voices has heilped to make
this an outstanding disc.

I hope you will-get the opportunity E:

of listening to this record for it is
also beautifully recorded, and 1 fancy
it wili appeal to the large majority
of record-buyers,

TMAS

ROSE BRENNAN
¢ Starlight ”
“.Whispering Leaves ”
(HMV B.10798)
I HAVE previously written about
the ability of Rose Brennan and
have in fact, remarked that in my
opinion she is one of the finest
vocalists in the country.
Although she won an award at the
recent NME Record Ball, Rose has
still npt becen able to get a big-
selling record.
* Starlight adapted from
Braga’s “La’ Serenata,” and it is
cxtremely well recorded. It is a very
béautiful melody, but personally i
prefer * Whlspermg Leaves,” if only
becausc 1 think Rose gives a wonder-
ful performance on { is side,
The choir, or ‘“voices” as they are
called on the label, -play a most im-
portant part, and great credit must
go to the arranger for producing such
a delightful score.
This is a record of beautiful
quality and -one that
pleasure to thousands.

*

SARAH VAUGHAN
¢ Saturday
‘. Eagy Come, Easy Go Lover”
(Mercury MB.3162)
ARAH VAUGHAN has made
some great records in the past
few years, but I suppose well over
ninety per cent. of them have
appealed mainly to the musical pro-
fession and not to the general public.
Heér singing is at times ultra-
modern and ncarly always extremely
uncommercial, yet lf you listen care-
fully to "Satunday I feel sure you
will appreciate that this girl is really
a great singer and the record busi-
ness would be dreary indecd if we
had no Sarah Vaughans and Billy
Eckstines.
I like this disc, and “Easy Come,
asy Go Lover” is another singer's
song.
Even as . non-musician, I find it
very intercsting, although I'm sure
I'm not able to appreciate it fully.

is

feel that it is rather |

BEST SELLING POP
RECORDS IN BRITAIN

1 1 LET'S HAVI" ANOTHER PARTY
inifrod Atwell (Philips)
2 2 SANTO NATALE
David Whitfield (Decca)
31 STH.L BELIEVE
Ronnie Hilton (HMV)
3 4 THIS OLE HOUSE
Rosemary Clooney (Philips)
4 5 NO ONE BUT YOU
Billy Fckstine (MGM)
8 LET'S GET TOGETHER (I)
Blg Ben Banjo Band (Columbia)
7 FINGER OF SUSPICION

8 MY SON, MY SON
VYera I:.ynn with Krank Welr

(Decca)
9 9 RAIN, RAIN, RAEKN
Frankie Laie (P‘h!llps)
11 10 HEARTRBEAT
Ruby Murray (Columbia)
7 11 HOLD MY HAND
Don Cernell (Vogue/Coral)
6 12 THIS OLE HOUSE
Billie Anthony (Coiumbia)
— 13 SHAKE, RATTLE AND ROLL
Bill Haley (Bruaswick)
8 14 IF I GIVE MY HEART TO YOU
Joan Regan (Decca)
19 14 I CAN'T TELL A WAL1TZ FROM
A TANGO Alma Cognn (HMV)
20 16 VENI,' VIDI, VICI
Ronme Hilton (HMV)
— 17 MR, SANDMANX
Gmn‘lettu (Columbia)
14 18 I NEED YOU NOwW
FEddle Fisher (HMV)
—— 19 MR, SANDMAN
Dickile Vatentine (Decca)
18 20 LET’S HAVE A PAR
Winifred Mwell (Pnhilips)
— 20 MAMBO ITALIANO
Rosemary Cloomey (Philips)
— 20 NFW PIANO MEDLEY
Charite Kunz {Decca)

Last This

Week

1 1 Mr, Saodman Chordettes
2 21 Need You Now Eddie Fisher

14 3 Let Mo Go Lover Joan Weber
3 4 This Ole House Rosemary Clooney
4 5 Teach Me Tonh.m,

De 'Castro Sisters

5 6 Papa Loves Mambe Perry Como

e ——

10 7 Count Your Biessings

Eddie Fisher

1. 1 This Ole Houw

2 Mr.

3 Count Your Blesslng;

4 1 Need You Now

5 It 1 Give My Heart To You
6 Hold My Mand

. 7 Teach Me Tonight

UA. charts:by courtesy of Billhoard. '.’.;__ -

Dickle Valentlne (Decca)-

BEST SELLING POP
RECORDS IN THE ‘U.§

BEST SELLING ‘SHEET' MUSIC (U.S.)

BEST SELLING SHEET
MUSIC. (BRITAIN)

Last This
Week
HOLD MX HAND
(Bradbury Wood)
2 IF 1 GIVE MY HEART TO YOU
" (Robbing) 2s.
SANTO NATALE (Merry Christ-
mas) (Spler) 2s,
THIS OLE HOUSE (Duchess) 2s,
I CAN'T TELL A WALTZ FROM
A TANGO (M. Relne) 2s.
MRE. SANDMAN (Morris)
MY SBON, MY SON (Kassner) 2s.
THERE. MUST BE A REASON
(Campbell Connelly) 2s.
VENI VIDM VICI {Dash)
SMILE (Theme {rom ‘Modern
Times’’)

[ ) -] L
- W

®™ S D (-]

® D -ll‘b»l
9

10

11
12
13
14

13

10
14
12

13

MY FRIEND (Chappell) 2s.
NO ONE BUT YOU (Robbins) 2s.
LITTLE THINGS MEAN A LOT

{Robbins) 2s. }

SKY BLUE SHIRT AND A
BAINBOW TIE (L. Wright)

COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS IN-
STEAD OF SHEEP

I STILL BELIEVE
{Macmelodies) 2s.
I LOVE PARIS (Chappell) 2s.
THE STORY OF TINA
(Macmelodies) 2s.
THE HIGH AND THE MIGHTY
(Harms-Conneily) 2s.
WAIT FOR ME, DARLING
*(Lafleur) 2s.
23 22 HEARTBEAT (Kassner) s
19 23 THE MAMA DOLL SONG
(Leeds) 2s.
-— 24 THE FINGER OF BUSPICION
{Pickwick) 2s.

*

8 8 Shake Rattle and Roll Bill Haley
7 9 Hold My Haod Don Cornell
11 10 Naughty Lady Of Shady Lane
Ames Drothers
6 11 Hey Thero Rosemary Clooney
9 12 If 1 Give My Heart To You
Doris Day
Four Aces

17 16

(Berlin) 2s. |

17

18
19

20

20 21

13 13 Mr. Sandman
12 14 Mambo Itwlinno
Rosemary Clooney
— 15 Make Yourself Comfortable
Sarah Vaughan

8 8 P'apa Loves Mambo
-— 9 Naughty Lady Of Shady
— 10 White Christmns
-11 11 Hey There

—-12 Let Mo :Go Lmer
10 13 Whithor Thou Goest

‘9 14 Muskrat Rambio

— 13 me: '

Lane

Popdlar Records Reviewed by

wilk give ¢

HAPPY WANDERER (Bosworth) |

GEOFFREY EVERITT

*

Song star Alma
Cogan draws
‘the lucky ticket
at the Arsenal
Football Club
Supporten’
dance at'the
Empire Rooms,
London, last
Wednesd ay~
(Dec. 8). In
this NME pic-
ture, Alma is,
assisted by
bandleader
Billy Ternent,
President of
the Arsenal
Supporters
Cludb,

*

ROUND AND ABOUT

GLASGOW
BAL‘LROOM MC Bill Sinclair
is opening a jazz club — the
Memphis Club — in Glasgow on
December 26. There will be no
dancing, and the seating capacity
is 300.

It is also expected that a new club
will open in Paisley early in the New
Year. Resident band at the Mem-
phis Club will be Jim McHarg's
Dixieland Jazz Band.

*

* *

Edmburgh's Condon Club, only
Scottish club to house modern a
traditional jazz under one roof on
one night, now has two resident
bands, the Nova Scotians and Bob
Craig’s Jazz Band. Bob was formerly

trombonist with the old Sandy
Brown band.

* * *
Cornet

‘ platyer William Miller, just
demobbéd the Services, is
hoping to form a new traditional
group in Glasgow.

BIRMINGHAM

ARTHUR HOWES is to present
a concert at Birmingham’s
Town Hall en January 28, featur-
ing Mick Mulligan, Norman Cave
and Bobby Mickleburgh.
[ 4

Trumpeter Harry Smart, a well-
known Midland jazz personality, who
feft Birmingham two vears ago to
play with Oscar Rabin’s band, has

returned to freelance around the
Midlands. Before joining Rabin,
Harry had been with Clif Deeley's

orchestra at the Tower Baliroom,

nd Edgbaston.

far Harry's trumpet has been
heard at Club 13 (West Bromwich),
Billy Walkec’s Club 12, and Dudley
Jazz. Club. L

*x *

Dudley Hippodrome will feature
Geraldo and his Orchiestra on Sun-
day, December 26. On New Year's
Eve, Geraldo will play at the Walsall
Town Hall in a music for dancing
session. He will be supported by the

Christmas Cards;
A.B.C. Boogie - - -

Josef Locke
‘Santo Natale;
Maire my girl -

Diana Decker

Sammy Kaye
Santa, Santa, Santa Claus

Rosemary Clooney

White Christmas - .
Issy Bonn

Home for Christmas -« =«

local band of Stan Fielding.

shes pou a Happy Christmas
WITH THESE RECORDS . ..

The Ray Efllington Quartet

DB 3534(78) SCM 5147 (45)

DB 3544(78) SCMS5IS52(45)

T e

I'm alittle Christmas cracker;
Do you love old Santa Claus

D8 3377 (78)

All around the Christmas tree;

- D8 3367 (78)

Little Red Riding Hood's Christmas Tree;
The land of Hatchy Milatchy

0B 3363(78)

Ray Martin AND HIS ORCHESTRA
Rudolph the red-nosed Reindecr;

DB 3376(78) SCM 5071 (45)

The little boy that Santa Claus forgot;

DB 3383 (78)

The élg Ben Banjo Band
Let’s get together, No. 1 and 2-

DB 3549 (78)
D8 3554 (78)

COLUMBIA ) RECORDS

COLUMBIA GBAPHOPHON! oo, LTD
REROORD DKVISION, 8-11 GBEAT OASTLI STREET,

LONDON, W.1
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OUT AGAIN NEXT
THURSDAY

HRISTMAS is coming, and we herald it this week
with a 20-page scasonable issue that we hope
you will read and enijoy.

Next week, we shall be out a day early—that is to
say on Thursday (23rd), with a 16-page Christmas
issne.  Special features will include exclusive signed
articles by two famous stars. I

Guy Mitcheil, who left England this weck after his
seven months’ stay, found time to write an article be-
fore he left. In it, he recorded personal impressions of
Britain and his sojourn here, and no fan will want to
miss this great scoop. . .

At the same time, we are also privileged ,to publish
a signed artcle by Queen of the Ivories Winifred
Atwell, prior to her departurc for Australia immedi-
ately after Christmas.

These two exclusive features are just two of the
many exciting contents that will fill the 16 Dages of
our Christmas week issue, and unquestionably there
will be a very big demand. You are earnestly advised,
therefore, to make sure of your copy by reserving it
from your bookstall or newsagent. ~Remember—next
week’s NME will be out next Thursday, in good time
for you to read and enjoy its feast of reading matter
over the Christmas holidays.

Incidentally, ‘would advertisers please mnote that
Classified Advertiscments must be reccived by Monday
morning_first post to make sure of imsertion in next
‘week's issue.  Display advertisers are also asked to
heln by forwarding their copy as early as possible.

NEW

Guamoroes singer Muarion Wi Hilams, ior s long

time past with Oscar Rabin, is the latest ‘acquisition

of drummer-bandleader Eric D:laney’s thriving new

group. Marlon, seen here with Eric trying over some

of his latest records, joins the band just as a spate
of broadcasts comes into its date-book.

JACK PAYNE'S PROGRAMME OF
NOSTALEIC DANCE MUSIC

ACK PAYNE will be devoting his entirec "* British
Band Box " prog-amme on the Sunday after Christ-
mas to music from the heyday of British dance music.
He will play pre-war recordings by Henry Hall, Jack
Hylton, Ambrose, Jack Jackson and two leaders who are
no longer with us Debroy Somers and Carroll Gibbons.
Jack’s own pre-war orchestra will also’ be heard.

This feast of nostalgia has been arranged as a result
of the deluge of listeners’ letters to Jack Payne,

During his current * British Band Box ™ “series Jack
has introduced one pre-war dance record each week—
and his post-bag has proved the overwhelming popularity
of the old-time bands.

Younger NME readers will doubtless be interested to
hear the music their parents loved twenty years ago.
For listeners who have personal recollections of those
bygone days, the appeal of this special * British Band
Box " programme nceds no stressing. [Its historic and
educational appeal will also be obvious.

* Whether Jack will pre-record any personal interviews
with some of the famous leaders concerned to be
featurcd in the programme had not been decided at
press time.

- The NME asked Jack on Wednesday_ if it would be
possible to get one or two of the leaders whose voices
are remembered so well along to the.studio for . this
historic "broadcast. He told us: * 1 think ‘this' would be
a grand idea, bui am not sure there would-be time: now:
to make tho advance arrangements that would be
weccssary.” :

inifred Atwell leaves

Ph

INIFRED ATWELL re-signs

with Decca Records as from

February 1! With this exciting news came the end of months
of speculation and rumour which bad gathered around the Winifred

Atwell recording world.

When Norman Newell departed from Philips Records in July,
Winnie told the NME: * My main concern is to make good gramo-
phone records, and I shall be carefully watching future developments,”
and this was taken to mean that a change was not out of the question.

Now the limit is confirmed by this week’s sensational news.

It was from Decca records that -

Norman Newell secured Winnie
for Philips early in 1953 ; at the
time it was regarded as a tremen-
dous capture for this new and'’
thriving young company and it
had for many months been
rumoured in the profession that
practically every record company
—including Decca themselves—
had been attempting to woo
Winnie away from her new-found
recording firm.

RECORD HITS

At a time when Winnie’s record-
ing of °* 's Have Another
Party ”’ is topping the NME's Best
selling records list—this time last
year her * Let’s Have A Party ”’ was
doing equally fabulous business—
this news must undoubtedly be a
blow for Philips, a large percentage
of whose British sales in the last
eighteen months have been due to
the many wonderful Atwell record-
ings they have been able to issue.

Among them have been such hits
as the *Story Of Three Loves,”
** Moonlight ﬁesw." “ Five Finger
Boogie ” and ** Vendetta.”

Among the first recordings Winnie
will make for Decca will be the
Grieg Piano Concerto, which she
performed recently with such success
at the Royal Albert Hall. But it
seems safe to assume  that, although
no titles are yet available, Winnie

RAY MARTIN
BACK ON TV

ONDUCTOR composer =

arranger Ray Martin is to
appear with his orchestra in the
first of the New Year’s * Quite
Contrary " programmes which will
be televised on January 3.

His will be the first of a series of
guest orchestras to appear in the
programme replacing the Silver
Belles All-Girls Orchestra.  Future
bookings include Mantovani (Janu-
ary 21) and Norrie Paramor (Febru-

-

appearance in the * Quite
Contrary ** show will be in the nature
of a return engagement for the
Martin - Orchestra as they were
featured in many of the early edi-
tions of the programme.

The Three Reeds, Canadian har-
monica_group, who have done well
in Variety had a Columbia test re-
cording last Wednesday.

will not yet be forsaking the * Other
Piano” which has played such an
important part in her success story.
Meanwhile, Winnie is busy on the
final preparations for her Australian
tour. After spending Christmas at
home with her husband and her
paients, she sails on December 29 on

the P and O liner

ilips to return to Decca

‘¢ Stratheden.”
After such a long run in * Pardon
My French ” at the Prince of Wales
Theatre, and the daily round of
recording sessions and broadcasts,
Winnie will undoubtedly be grateful
for the five weeks’ rest that she will
have on the voyage.

She will be away from London for
ten months, Her extensive va:iety
commitments Down Under will in-
clude three months at the Tivoli,
Melbourne, and three months at the
Tivoli, Sydney followed by a month’s
engagements in New Zealand to
finish her tour,

Then she hopes to return to Britain
via the United States,

land for the Heath aggregation

Dennis Main Wilson,

Christmas atmosphere—everything,

regards treatment,
network.

NBC WANT ANOTHER
HEATH RECORDING
FOR NEW YEAR

ITHIN bours of the NBC broadcasting centre in New York
receiving the Christmas Day recording specially made by
Ted Heath and his Orchestra, a request was on its way to Eng-

similar length, for transmission on New Year’s Eve.
BBC prodocer responsible for the first
recording, told the NME on Wednesday: *“ The NBC authorities
were absolutely delighted with Ted’s Christmas Day effort.

“ They liked the music, the se’ection of numbers, the treatment, the

“ They have asked for another contribution in similar vein as
and this will also go out om a coast-to-coast

“ The Heath Christmas broadcast will be relayed throughout the
States at 10 p.m. (New York time), on Christmas
“ Time of the New Year’s Eve relay is not yet to hand—but mean-
while this latest request has thrown the organisation iuto a: tremendous
flurry, for the programme must be selected, the arrangements made,
and the recording finally finished well before the end of mext week.”

to make another recording, of

Day.

~ WHITFIELD IS A SENSAT

VARIETY OFFERS
FOR RONNIE HILTON

RONNIE HILTON, the young
* Leeds vocalist on the HMV
label, who was virtually unknown
a month ago, has become the
target of two leading London
theatrical agents.

Both are endeavouring to secure
his signature, for presentation in
variety as a solo star.

Within the space of a few hours
— on Wednesday of this week —
Ronnie received tempting offers from
these agencies, but he will discuss
them very seriously with Walter
Ridley, artistes and repertoire
manager of HMV, before making a
decision. .

Their interest has been aroused by
the tremendous sales of Hilton's disc
‘1 Still Believe ” (which this week
has rocketed to third position in the
NME Best Selling Record charts for
Great Britain). This is backed by
“Veni Vidi Vici,” which is also
climbing the best selling list.

PARNELL SAX ILL

TENORIST Jack Fisher, of the
Parnell Orchestra, is ill with a
virus infection.

He hopes to resume work in about
a fortnight’s time, and until his re-
turn, Terry Fahey (who was set to
leave the Parnell band) is staying on
in place of Fisher

newcomer to the Pamell reed |

ranks is tenorist and former quintct-
leader Jimmy Walker.

S. singer Ronald Rogers re-

turned to the States on
Wednesday after ten months in
Britain,

IN AMERICA

RITISH singing star David Whitfield has scored a sensational
personal success on his short visit to New York—so much so that

he has been asked to return to the States early mext year for a two- |
week booking in Manhattan and Las Vegas, and then make a further |
trip across the Atlantic later in 1954 for an eight-week concert tour |

of leading U.S. cities.

This news, so important to the
international prestige of British
popular music, reached us on
Wednesday, when David returned
home from his triumphant trans-
atlantic sojourn.

David flew to the States on Mon-
day, December 6, primarily to appear
on Ed. “Sullivan’s world-famous
* Toast -of the Town” TV show—
the programme which introduced
Dickie Valentine to American
audiences in May,

Arriving in New York, Whitfield
was met by music publishing nota-
bilities—and by Belle Nardone, the
publisher’s secretary, who recently
decided that she could write popular
songs, and so settled down to com-
pose the hit, ** Santo Natale.”

WELCOME

Six of David’s U.S. fan club presi-
dents were also there to greet him
with an enormous iced cake bearing
the legend * Welcome to America.”

The next three days found David
being honoured at a press reception
held by London Records (the Ameri-
can distributors of his discs) and
taking part in no less than twenty-five
disc-jockey shows, timed between
7 a.m. and midnight.

‘Sunday was the day of his *Toast
Of The Town™ appearance, and
NME New York correspondent Nat
Hentoff describes David’s terrific
triumph in these words, sent to us by
cable. * Whitfield made impressive
visual a5 well as vocal success on
Sullivan show, co-starred with the
Crewcuts and Sophie  Tucker,

Fcatured

in two production numbers,
Cara

Mia’ and-

reminiscent of Roman ruins with
ballet dancers swiniing in wind-blown
veil-like costumes.

“ For *Santo Natale’- Whitfield
sang against a winter scene with fall-
ing snow and Christmas trees.”

VIEWERS ACCLAIM

The “Toast of the Town™
Orchestra, normally directed by Ray
Bloch, was conducted by Reg. War-
burton for Whitfield’s appearances,
by agreement with the American
Federation of Musicians, and
David’s success was so great that the
CBS lines were completely jammed
by viewers telephoning their con-
gratulations.

David travelled to his native Hull
for a short rest after returning to
London on Wednesday. He then
gocs direct to Wolverhampton for
his pantomime season.

His two visits to the U.S. next year
—booked, as his present American
appearances were, by the Grade
office in London—will be sandwiched
in beiween a summer season in
Blackpool. Whitfield will take part in
another *““Toast of the Town™ pro-
g\;{ramkme when he next reaches New

ork,

| FOLLOWING her recent trip to

London, when she broadcast
with the BBC Show Band, U.S.
singer Shirley Ross has retarned
to town on a business visit with
her TV-executive husband Eddy
Blum.

Lionel Hampton talks to the NME
from Paris about film-project

REPORTS that the Lionel Hampton Orchestra will be making a
film in pemany with British singer Suzi Miller, are regarded as
" premature " by Lionel. Suzi left for the Continent this week, and it

STANLEY. DALE
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| confirm this, he said :

was widely believed in London that she would be

filming with Hamp-

ton, apart from her other work abroad.

But when the NME ‘phoned
Lionel in Paris on Wednesday to
“ Negotia-
tions have been taking place for
my band and myself to take part
in 2 German film, but nothing
has been settled so far as I know.
I certainly have not been given
any contract to sign.

** Any such project definitely could
not materialise in the near future,
anyway, as our engagement book is
pretty full.  We close in Paris
to-night after a three-week season at
the Olympia Theatre, then we go
straight on to engagements in Rouen,
Le Havre and ‘Cannes, followed by
dates in Italy, Austria, Monte Carlo
and North Africa.

‘HAD A BALL’

“ We expect to remain on this
side of the Atlantic until some time
in February, however, so we may be
able to return to Germany before
then if n‘ecessari."

Hampton’s three wecks at the
Olympia Theatre in Paris gave
striking proof of the current popu-
larity of jazz in Europe, for the band
broke the house record previously set
up by singing ‘film star Eddie n-
stantine (who is as big an attraction
in' France as Johnnie Ray is over

in Britain).

No American band had previously
starred at a Paris theatre under a
term contract, and Lionel’s great
success has come as a pleasant sur-
prise to show business moguls.

Hamp recorded for the Philips
label in Amsterdam a few weeks ago,
but has not yet made any records in
France this year. His *Jazz Time
Paris ™ Vogue LP’s (LDE.043, 063)
waxed in 1953, have just been
awarded the Grand Prix du Disque
de Jazz by the Académie du Disque
Francais — a great honour in the
world . of Continental entertainment.

Before he ended his telephone con-
versation with the NME, Lionel
specially asked us to let our readers
know how much he bas been
impressed by several European
musicians, mc:ludingH pianist Jutta
Hipp and tenorist Hans Koller in
Germany; tenorists Barney Wilen
and Alex Combelle and pianist René
Urtreger in Paris.

“1 jammed with René and Barney
at the Ringside Club the other
night,” he said, * And man, did we
have a ball ”

Hampton finally told us that there
is no- further news "concerning the
Eo&sipllj-ty of - his . appearing in

ritain.

‘ ‘Santo Natale® |
in the first David sang-against a set :

.

CALVERT
IN PANTO

DDIE CALVERT, “The Man

With the Golden Trumpet,”
plays a season in pantomime this
Christmas—as  exclusively  an-
nounced in the NME several
months ago.

Eddie opens on Boxing Day in
“ Babes in the Wood” at the
Garrick Theatre, Southport, for a
run of three weeks.

Eddie is not playing a part in the
show, but will confine himself to put-
ting over his own inimitable trumpet
music.. His offering will fit neatly
into the pantomime framework.
however, since the programme will
announce him to provide ‘ entertain.
ment in the baron’s palace.”

The trumpet man’s plans are un-
settled after the pantomime season.
It is certain, however, that ‘he will
take a much-needed rest for several
weeks.

Eddie told us on Wednesday : 1

am determined to have a holiday.
In this connection, I have been toy-
ing with the idea of taking a trip to
Florida. but 1 have had so many
stage and other offers for the New
Year that | may not have time to go
so far from home.”
) Persopalit‘y singer Diana- Coupland
is also in * Babes in the Wood ' at
Southport, sharing hononrs with the
trumpet star.

GEORGIA LEE
LEAVES GERALDO

AUSTRALIAN singer (Georgia
* Lee leaves the Geraldo
Orchestra on January 31 after a
year’s stay. |
She will -then branch owt as ai

|

solo artist, opening in a_touring
revue at the end of Febmary.
Georgia’s successor with Geraldo has

not yet been named w

Ger will retain a financial
interest In Georgia’s career, and he
predicts a bright future for the exotic
song stylist.

Reece leaves Crombie

TRUMPETER Dizzy  Reece

left the Tony Crombie
Orchestra =~ unexpectedly last
week-end,

His permanent replacement has
not yet been fixed, but Jimmie
Deuchar deputised with the band at
a moment’s notice for -last’ Sunday’s
London - Coliseum concert. =~ |
“Tony also hopes to use - Jimmie

this week-end, at Hull (Fridaf'),
1 Gillingham §Samrday) and the Feld-
man %Iub (Sunday).
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EDMUNDO ROS

DANNY KAYE
TO PLAY LEAD
IN RED
NiCHOLLS FILM

THE question of who will play
the title réle in Paramount’s
forthcoming production of the
*Red Nicholls Story” was
answered this week with a cable
to the NME from our U.S. corres-
pondent Nat Hentoff late on Wed-
nesday night revealing that Danny
Kaye has now been signed to play
this important part.

Shooting for the film will be com-
mencing in March; the trend toward
filming the life stories of .famous
bandleaders, started by Universal-
International’s  highly  successful
“Glenn Miller Story,” seems to be
prompting the other companies to
jump on this money-making band-
wagon, and it is understood that
other life stories of name musician-
leaders are already under considera-
tion.

Other important film news from
Nat Hentoff in his midnight cable is
that Norman Granz is to produce in
Cinemascope a film titled ** The Jazz
Scene,”. for which Ella Fitzgerald,
Count Basie and Buddy de Franco
have already been signed.

The names of other important jazz-
men and women who will appear in
the film are expected to be announced
shortly, and shooting will be com-
mencing early in the New Year,

Leaves Decca after
13 years

AFTER' MONTHS OF DISCUSSION AND SPECULATION, THE |

NME IS NOW ABLE TO REVEAL OFFICIALLY THAT
FAMOUS L/A LEADER EDMUNDO ROS HAS SIGNED AN
EXCLUSIVE CONTRACT WITH THE COLUMBIA RECORD
LABEL. THE CONTRACT, WHICH WAS SIGNED ON TUESDAY
AFTERNOON, IS FOR ONE YEAR WITH OPTIONS FOR A

FURTHER TWO YEARS.

The first releases under the new contract will be made in the

February supplements, Edmundo’s

first 'recording session for Columbia

baving been tentatively fixed for January 10.

The last Edmundo Ros record-
ing contract, with the Decca label,
lasted for over twelve years, Com-
mencing in 1941—when Edmundo
switched over from the Parlo-
phone label—it expired on August
19 last.

Since then prolonged discussions
have taken place between Ros and
nearly all the major recording com-

swept the
new sign-

panies, and rumours have
town several times that a
ing was mminent.

Discussing the change of label,
Edmundo told the NME : ** My de-
cision to leave the Decca set-up was
due to an internal matter within the
company,

** My relations with the company’s
chief, Mr, E. . Lewis, and his
recording execwmives, Frank Lee and

MARTELL TO
CONDUCT ‘HAPPY
HOLIDAY’ SHOW

HEN Emile Littler’s ** Happy

Holiday,” with music by
George Post}(,)rd.'book and lyrices
by Eric Maschwitz and Arnold
Ridley, ~opens at the Palace
Theatre, London, after an out-of-
town try-out, Phil Martell will be
conducting the orchestra. 4

Phil conducted “Love From Judy”
for :wo years at the Saville Theatre.
and was more recently MD for Noel
Coward’s “ After The Ball,”” which
he left some months ago to take
over the * Happy Holiday * baton

Philip Green is.responsible for the
orchestrations for this new Emile
Littler production, whose cast is
headed by Reg Dixon, Marie Burke,
Austin Melford, Janet Brown and
Erica Yorke.

FELDMAN

CLUB TO

CLOSE AFTER 11 YEARS

THE historic Feldman Club, pioneer of all London’s jazz clubs and

venue at which the cream of the country’s juzzmen have appeared,
closes its doors for the last time on Sunday (19th).

This decision will amaze London
jazz fans, for the club opened 'in
1943 and carried on through the
darkest war years. Since then it

-has met every Sunday at the same

premises at 100, Oxford Street.
Jeff Kruger, who has been a
partner with Robeit Feldman in the
club_for several months, told the
NME this week: “We are indeed
sorry to bring about the demise of
this grand old club, but the fact is
that the supply of suitable jazz talent
available to appear there has become
more and mote restricted in the
recent past—and rather than lower
the musical standards which the

club has tried tp uphold for so long, | d

we rejuctantly decided to close.”

FAREWELL MEETING

A special “farewell” meeting of the
Feldman Club will be held this Sun-
day, at which the entire Tony
Crombie and Ken Moule bands will
be featured attiactions. It is also ex-
pected that many other famous jazz
personalities will take this last
chance of visiting their old rendez-
vous.

Sunday meetings at 100- Oxford
Street will continue—but on a tradi-
tional rather than a modern jazz
basis. The Humphrey Lytteiton
Club, which already meets at the
premises every Satuiday,
and Wednesday, will commence
additional Sunday evening sessions in
the New Year,
~Dozens of famous U.S. musicians
visited the Feldman Club during the
war, when the Glenn Miller and Sam
Donahue service orchestras were
stationed in Britain. The most famous
of these visitors was Glenn Miller
himself, who seveial times visited
Feldman’s specially to hear a then
very youthful Vicior Feldman.

Jack Marshall, NME News Editor,
was compere at.the club for the first
five years of its existence.

. Canadian . tenorist. -Art Ellefsen is

‘taking a six-week leave of absence

from the Carl Barriteat Band in
Moose Jaw. Sask.” Art. will- spend
-Christmas in Canada. rejoining Carl
early in-the New Year. : His-tempo-
rary replacement is Wally Bishop.

Monday |

‘MAURETANIA’
BAND CHANGES

A NUMBER of changes- are

recorded this week in the
band aboard the ss. * Maure-
tania,” 'which, after a” period in
dock, is embarking on a new
cruise to the West Indies and
South America this week.

The orchestras aboard * operate
under the aegis of Geraldo, the
bandmaster being violinist Ray Gor-
on.

Members of the dance band on
the ship ar¢ Paul Gold (trumpet.
leader), Jimmy Stewart (piano),
Johnny Purkis (drums). Hugh- Waite
(bass), Dick Culleston (tenor, c¢lari-
net vocals), John Forbes (alto.
clarinet) and Reg Moore (accordion).

Ray Gordon’s own straight-and-
dance combination includes Par
Gallagher (drums). Tom Wilkinson
(bass), Cyril Robats (piano). Harry
Lawrence-Taylor (violin and alto).
Arthur Good (trumpet, cello), Reg
Gilson (tenor, clarinet) and Thomas
Waring (alto, clarinet).

RIR-DATES FOR
DAVE SHAND

AXIST-LEADER Dave Shand
has three broadcast bookings
in the near future which will call
for a high degree of versatility in
his band.
Next Tuesday (21st), he has a jazz
rogramme when he guests an Ted
Eleaxh's Swing Session. Then. on
Janvary 6 and January 13, Dave's
group will be heard in the BBC's late
night “ In the Still of the Night
programme. .
- Dave’s - normal group . comprises
three .reeds, three trumpets, and three
rhythm., For the *“Still of the
‘Night ** broadcasts he will “be using
this. combination . with - the addition
of a string section. Vocalist will be

Ray Burns.

Dick Rowe, were of the most cordial
descripuon, and I should like to
thank ali three of these gentlemen

1 remember, (oo, the wonderful help
I had from the late Harry -Sarton in
my earlier days on Decca.”

After the contract had been signed
on Juesday alternoon of this week,
Ray ‘- Martin, - Columbia recording
proud and . very happy to have
Edmundo with ug"

FILM ASSIGNMENT

Edmundo's signing with Columbia
comes just as mambo music is on the
very crest of a wave of popularity,
and it can be taken for granted that
Ed will lose no time in gcttin% some
of this music on to wax—as he was
publicly urged to do by no less an
authority tham Jack Payne, on one
of his iecent Sunday * Band Box ”
broadcasts

Recent popularity polls in these
resnective countries have shown the

to be the third most popular in
Canada. and the seventh in a U.S.
worldswide poll taken recently

In addition to his new spate of
recording activity. Edmundo will be
flying acress to Munich early 1n the
New Year for an important film
assienment.

While Edmundo will take a week
off from his many British commit-
ments to play a part in this new
German musical film—untitled as we
close for press—his orchestra will
be recordine many of the musical
sequences in London. )

. Meanwhile. with his nightly ses-
sions at the New Coconut Grove,
Regent S:reet. London (of which he
is also oproprietor). plus his many
broadcasting commitments both as
compere and with his orchestra,
Edmundo is one of the busiest
bandleaders in the country, and his
new recording contract should add
some hit records to his many other
distinguished achievements,

give your
hoy friend
the *“Mr. B”
Look for

Xmas.

-
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chief, told the NME : "1 am very,

Edmundo Ros Latin-American mus_lc!

LEE LAWRENCE
COLLAPSES

INGING star Lee Lawrence is
to return to the air on Janu-
ary 7 with the first of a weekly
series of fifteen-minute  pro-
grammes which will be heard each
Friday at 8 p.m. in the Light Pro-
gramme, -

This is the first series to be given
to a popular singer for some months
on the BBC wavelengths, Lee is to
be accompanied by a BBC house
orchsstra and the producer will be
Jimmy Grant.

The NME is sorry to report that
Lee collapsed in the Deecca studios
whilst recording on Saturday.

At first a broken rib was sus-
pected but an X-ray examination has
not confirmed this diagnosis and
Lee is now receiving hospital treat-
ment twice daily for a torn back
muscle.

He is still in considerable pain
and has had to re-arrange several
, recording sessions.

SINGER Ray Burns is going down
so. well with radio audiences
following his Saturday and Monday

'dates with the BBC Show Band that

his contract for these appearances
has been extended until January 22.

About a hundred Guy Mitchell and Al Martino tans trave.led out to
London Airport on Tuesday night (14th) to see their singing heroes
boarding the BOAC ‘‘ Monarch ™ flight back to America after their

seven months’ stay in this country.

was delayed for about an hour and a half,
sorry to be leaving the country. As Mitchell said :

Owing to engine frouble the flight
Both stars were very
“ You can’t be in

a place like this without making a lot of friends.”

Heath Band's Australian

by a dance band.

As things stand at present, the |
journey to Australia, commencing
March 6, will be routed via Singa-
pore, where—under the auspices
of Bert Read, famous ex-Ambrose
and Henry Hall pianist and now
assistant director of Radio Malaya
—it is hoped that the Heath aggre-
gation will give both a concert and
some broadcasts.

NEW ZEALAND

On arrival in Australia, the band
expects to carry out a packed
cighteen-day itinerary. The last few
engagements will take them on w0
New Zealand. from whence they will
set off for home by way of Honolulu,
San Francisco. and New York.

Howsever, it is most unlikely that
the Heath outfit will travel back to

BIG AUSSIE
RECEPTION FOR
DAVID:HUGHES

BILL-TOPPING singer David
| Hughes is regarding his trip
to Australia next week as one of
the highlights of his career.

He leaves London Airport on
Monday evening and spends fou
nights in the air before reaching
Sydney just in time for Christmas.

Shortly after arrival "he wil be
met by the Lord Mayor at a Civic
Reception to be held in his honour,
and at the same funciion, he is to
present a preview of the act he will

be giving at the Tivoli Theatre from
Boxing Day. —
The act will be similar to the

WNhite Celshun
in Mediom
{15-154) and
Large (16-16})
jcollar sizes.
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KENMETH PITT- ASSOCIATES

highly successful one he used in the
: Prince of Wales show two years ago,
tin which he was d.essed in top hat
and tails. His mateiial, will, of
course be brought up to date and he
is bound o inciude ** Santo Natale,”
iwhich he was the fist to record in
! this country (on the Philips label).
| He will be at the Tivoli for tive
weeks, but reports that he will .stay
on in Australia for up to six months
are premaiure. “| won't be away
for more than fifteen weeks m all.”
he toid the NME

He will siop at Fiji, Honolulu
(* I'm stopping there for two days.
1 was stationed in Honolulu at the
end of the war during my
service and | must have another look
at the piace for nostalgic reasons ).

fiim producers on the right day and
perhaps I'll be lucky this time ™).
New York and then-back to London.

Following its * first - broadcast on
December 28, the new Eric Delaney
Band MHas fuither BBC- dates

January $- (@ dance ‘music “broad-

Hollywood € You have to call on the ||

set for ‘January 3 «(*British: Jazz''): |

ED HEATH'S exciting visit to Australia is now a virtual certainty,
_and plans which are already finalised begin to -make the under-
taking look like one of the most ambitious projects ever carried out

Britain en bloc, for another thril-
ling factor for those taking part in
this great “enterprise is thar Ted will
release the boys on holiday directly
their Australasian visit terminates.

The result will probably be that
some of the boys will spend their
vacation -in Honolulu, while others
will travel on to New York and a
few may possibly travel straight home
to England. Ted Heath himself
plans an exciting holiday in Holly-
wood.

Dennis Lotis will definitely make
the overseas trip with the band. His
new variety commitments are not
'scheduled to commence until  April
tl anu, if he does not remain for
any holiday abroad, - the itinerary
would allow him to be back at
London Airport by April 4.

tour set for March

Vaughan for Hughes
in ‘Forces Show’

SINGER Frankie Vaughan takes
over as resident singer in the
Forces Show starting with the New
Yecar edition of the programme
which is to be broadcast on De-
cember 29.

This new series will not affect

| Frankie’s existing pantomime com-

mitment at the Globe Theatre,

Stockion,

Frankie is to take the place of
David Hugh:s who, as i1eported else-
where, flies to Australia on Monday.

Another change in the Forces Show
is that the Coronets vocal group are
to be replaced by a group from the
Peter Knight Singers known as the
** Knights Errant.”

Tubby Hayes Quartet,

116,

Pete Blannin,
FLASH WINSTON Compere and

The Ronnie Bcott 1azz Club presenls :

THE RONNIE SCOTT
CHRISTMAS JAZZ

Christmas Night (Saturday, December 25)

10 p.m. — 5 a.m., Sunday morning
at the

Cafe Anglais, Leicester Square, London, W.C.2
The c~tire hRONMIE SCOTT ORCHESTRA

featuring The Vietor Feldman Trie,

PARTY

The Jimmy Druchar N-w Group,
and many GUEST STARS

residenl  Maniac

Tickets 10/- each ; Tickets limited. so apply now. enclosing s.a.e. to ¢
RONNIE SC()"I'I JAZZ C1UB

SHAFTESBURY AVENUE.,

" The Swingingest night of the year

LONUJON,

(0

Ww.l.

AT LAST !

TE)I

LONDON, W.1

Music **).
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THE MUSIC PROFESSION'S
OWN RESTAURANT

NOCCHIO’

GENUINE ITALIAN CUISINE
LUXURIOUS ATMOSPHERE
Italian dishes personally cooked by SERGIO late of the
RESTAURANT MONTECATINI
the famous Italian Spa

Open for LUNCHEON and DINNER
30 FRITH STRZET (SHAFTESBURY AVENUE)

GERrard 959%
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Talking of Polls (which we were on page 5) here’'s news from the States that

SINATRA SCORES
DOUBLE VIGTORY IN
‘DOWN BEAT’ POLL

pr
CEVHE results of the 1954 “Down Beat” Poll have just been &
announced This is the largest and most important of all suci
music popularity contes’s ‘held in the United States, and artists who
win or who are placed high in the final ratings, gain much added
prestige for themselves by having done so,

1954 award, moved past George |
“Shearing and Gerry Muliigan to finish &
second place behind Dave Brubeck in. 3
the instrumental combo ratings. The
Four Freshmen, the Mills Brothers
and the Four Aces ran 1-2-3 among

As Ella'Fitzgerald exclaimed when she learned that she had won vocal groups.
the top female vocalist award: “This is the one I wanted to win, R l
because it's the people’s poll.” And that’s true. There are other polls esulits

held: regularly among disc-jockeys, critics, and the like, but in this

1 1K¢ L Here are thc results in order of
balloting the fans themselves have their final and decisive say (writes

lacing in the voting for favourite

t {Hentoff). 5 . instrumentalists: . Trumpet  (Chet
Nal\/flosfn'sigfrf\)iﬁcant victories were | choice of his quartet as the best small Baker, Dizzy Gillespie, Harry
by Frank Sinatral.Stan Kenton |72 BOUP- James). Trombone (Bill Harris,

and Dave Brubeck. All three won
in double categories. Sinatra
topped the field in male singers
and , also was named top pop
record personality of the year.
Frank hadn’t won the male singer
crown since 1947.

*Hall of Fame®

Stan Kenton’s Orchestra was se-
lected as the leading jazz band of the
year, and Stan won a dramatic per-
sonal~ honour by being the third
person ‘to be elected to the Music
Hall of Fame (he now joins Louis
Armstrong and Glenn Miller in the
list of those who * have contributed
the most to music in the 20th
century.")

Heath placed

Les Brown won the dance band
division, followed by Ray Anthony
and Les Elgart. (Elgart, who didn’t
have a band a year ago, made a
particularly strong showing). Count
Basie was placed second to Stan
Kenton in the jazz band balloting with
Woody Hermun and Duke Ellington
coming in third and fourth. Ted
Heath showed very well in this cate-
gory (considering he has been heard
in America only on records) by
finishing ninth.

Nat Coie, Billy Eckstine and Eddie
Fisher were bchind Sinatra in the
male vocalists listing, and June
Christy (with a surprising sccond
place spot), Sarah 'Vnughan and
Pegey Lee followed winner Ella Fitz-

gerald for the females. .
The Modern Jazz Quartet, which
won the international Jazz Critics

Dave Brubeck’s double win covered
the top-personality-pf-the-year-in-jazz
award for himself and the readers’

The Season’s @rgetingﬁ

2 NEW BRITISH INSTRUMENTALS

FIESTA

(JOROPO)
Recorded by JACK COLES and hls Orchestra on Embassy

AND.

MEXIGAN SERENADE

TYROLEAN TANGO

5 RECORDINGS AND STILL GOING STRONG
(Sole Selling Agents Southern Music Co.)

METRO MUSIC CO. 52 MOUNT STEWART AVE.

KENTON, MIDDX. WOR 6814

thfjc:ﬁik

WILSON

Send

S  Christmas Greetings

TO THEIR MANY FRIENDS IN THE BUSINESS

DON'T FORGET YOUR FIRST SWEETHEART

ERA MUSIC CO. LTD. - MANSION MUSIC PUBLICATIONS
50 ST. GILES HIGH STREET, W.C.2 TEM 2733 & 8830

Greei‘ings fron; DIX with...

SNOWY SNOWY MOUNTAINS

and announcing . . . . .

DANCE DATE

A new Dance Band Series suitable for any combination from Trio
to Full Dance Band, arranged by BERT BARNES
*  "FIRST TITLES-READY SOON
. .HEAR MY SONG_VIOLETTA (Tango) DON'T TELL A SOUL
CARRY ME ‘BACK FO GREEN PASTURES - " Price 3/6 per Sot

DIX LIWTTED:§ NEW COMPTON STREET, LONDON, W.C.2 { |

Frank Rosolino, Bob Brookmeyer).
Alto (Charlie Parker, Paol Desmond,
Lee Konitz). Tcnor (Stan Getz,
Flip Phillips, Lester Young).
tonc-sax (Gerry Mulligan, Harry
Carney, Charlie Ventura). Clarinet
(Buddy De Franco, Benny Goodman,
Tony Scott). Piano (Oscar Peterson,
Dave Brubeck, Art Tatum). Guitar
(Johnny Smith, Bamey Kessel, Tal
Farlow). Brass (Ray Brown Eddie
Safranski., Oscar Pettiford). Drums
(Shelly Manne, Buddy Rich, Gene
Krupa), Vibes (Terry Gibbs, Lionel
Hampton, Milt Jacksom). Accordion
(Art Van Damme, Mat Matthews,
Dick Contino). Miscellancous instru-
ment  (Don _ Elliott—mellophone,
John - Graas—French horn; Bud
Shank—flute).

Bari-

CHARLIE

HE has just been voted top
altoist in the 1954 Down
Beat poll, just as he was in
1953, 1952, 1951 and 1950.
But this has been a bad year
for Charlie Parker in other
ways. He -had a mental break-

down in September from which
he still has not fully recovered,
unfortunately.

,The Dismal Dans, as always,
that

are prophesying he’ll
“never be the
same again.” It |&¢
seems, however, §
that these long-
faced gentlemen
can know little |
about Parker's
perennial tenac- |-
ity, his indomit- |
able will to win
through,

They must have
forgotten that
Charlie suffered a
similar collapse in
1946, spent almost
a year in hospital
-and then emerged
. artistically greater
than he had ever
been before.
Charles Christo-

City | thirty - four
[y;izrs ago. He first

ame attracted to the saxo-
phone when he heard Rudy Vake
on the air. His parents bought
him a horn for his fifteenth birth-
day present. Within  twelve
months, he was playing- it in
public.

His technique had become out-
standingly good by the time he
settled in New York (1944)—but
like all saxists he was sometimes
plagued by an unyielding reed.

‘““We called him Bird,” says
Miles Davis, * because he used to
squeak so much.” He seldom
squcaks now, but the nickname
has survived.

In 1944, Bird was looked upon
as * just another good altoist "
by most people. en the world

Jazz Stars...by MIKE BUTCHER

Tommy Mercer, of the Ray
Anthony Orchestra, was voted best
male singer with a band, while Lucy
Ann Polk, who left Les Brown a few
months ago to work as a single, won
the title as best female singer with
a band.

Pete Rugolo was selected the year's
best arranger with Ralph Burns and
Shorty Rogers following. Rosemary
Clooney won a prize as top female
recording personality of the year.

ava a e oV o

PARKER

by Joc Harriott, Lou Donaldson,
Sahib Shihab and countless
others,

He pionecred a new melodic
approach to jazz improvisation
which trumpeters, trombonists,
pianists and, of course, other
altoists adapted to thetr own
ends.

Most of them could only man-
age to repeat some of his simpler
clichés—but in 1947 to play a
little like Bird was to be in the
swim. Entire
brass and sax
sections began to
ghrase exactly as

e did. -

It's impossible to
explain in a few
words, and in non-
technical language,
the revolution that
Parker brought
about in jazz prac-
tice. But you'll find
traces of * Cool
Blues ”  (Esquire
i 10-017), “‘Scrapple
From The Apple”
(Vogue LDE.016)
or any other Bird
title you care to
I name in broadcasts
il by Ted Heath, on
Johany Dank-
i worth’'s records
and at the next
Sunday concert by
almost any band at
your local theatre. i

Parker visited Europe in 1949,
playing at the Paris Jazz Fair,
and during the same year he.
signed a recording contract with
Norman Granz, His discs made
since then (with jazz quartets,
string choirs, mambo- bands,
voices and woodwind) have
therefore not been released in
Britain.

Fortunately for us, however,
he flew out of the Granz nest
long enough to make two * Jazz
At Massey Hall" concert LP's
last year (Vogue LDE.040, 087)
under the pseudonym * Charlie
Chan.”

Present plans are for him to
visit Europe again next year if
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woke up to his genius. His his health permits (see last week’s
caustic, vibrato-less sound was NME). e're counting the. days
emulated by thousands of reed until -then—with .our fingers
men. You'll still hear it echoed crossed! )
. KINGSTON EMPIRE ey
THIS SUNDAY, DECEMBER, 19th, at 8 p.m.
ARTHUR HOWES presents i
SID PHILLIPS “Gp°
- BAND
BETTY MILLER JILL ALLAN

5/~ 4f-, 3/-  Teli KiNgston 3131

Double pollwioner Frank Sinatra (left) is seen with Doris Day and

Tennessee Ernie (extreme right) on the set of * Young At Heart.” The

young maa next to Sinatra is Pete Ausdan, Tennessee Ernie’s number
one English fan, who is on holiday in the States,

ORISR TR R TR R ERER

§ Best Wishes for a

Merry Christmas and a

Happy and Prosperous
New Year

from g

' LEWIS BUCKLEY

:g ENTERTAINMENTS LIMITED X
S NS ST S N T N T Y

6
6
¢
b

Do

LONDON,
w.e

HAMMERSMITH PALAI

DANCING TWICE DAILY, 3 &-7.30 to the

LOU PREAGER ORCHESTRA

and PHIL TATE & HIS ORCHESTRA
-— SPECIAL XMAS ARRANGEMENTS —

XMAS EVE & BOXING NIGHT GALA CARNIVALS

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31st

NEW YEAR'S EVE CARNIVAL BALL

DANCING 8 p.m. till 1 a.m.
Tickets in advance 10/6 (on night 12/6)

Christmas Greetings from

JIMMY YOUNG

Thanks for the wonderful support you are giving
my recdrding of 'THE HIGH AND THE MIGHTY'
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No caption, no apelogies. She has been voted iby the NME male staff
as the Girl We’d Most Like To Talk Turkey With this Christmas
and if you cau’t recognise Diana Bers, we're surprised at you!

ITCHENPHONE has

the Seven Hot Air Men,

The best, however, is “I Left
My Cant At The Stage Door Can-
teen” by Dustman Hawkins. This
really has atmosphere. All thesc
are “Musts”, unless you don't

like them. Kitcheaphone record

are issued in Lapland and are un-

obtainable here.
£ e
RESEARCH DEPT.
(Ox Collectors’ Insulfing Room)

At great trouble, expense, and
personal risk 1 am now able to

Week beginning

BAND CALL

December 17
SQUADRONAIRES Spalding; Saturday, Hadley Castle
“Tonight (Friday), Bhire Hail, Works, WWellington; Sunday, USAY
Warwick; Saturday, Civie Hall, Camp, Greenham Common,

Nantwich; Sunday, Carlton, Norwich; VIS LEWIS ORCHESTRA

Monday, Baths Hall, .Scuithorpe ; .Saturday, High BStreet Baths, Man-
Thursday, De Montfort Hail, chester; Sunday, Windsor Theatre
Leicester, Bearwood; Tuesday, BBC.
&ID PHILLIPS BAND ‘NAT TEMPLE ORCHESTRA
Tornight (Friday), Windsor Castle; ‘“Tonight (Friday);, Festival Hall,
Baturday, Baths Hall, Cheam; Sun- Lomdon; Baturday, USAF Camp,
day, Empire . Theatre, Kingston; VUpper Heyford; Sunday, Empire
Tuesday, Seymour Hall, London; Rooms, - Loadon; Tuesday, BBC.
Wednesday. Town &#aHl, Dewsbury; THE KIRCHIN BAND

Thursday, Baths Hall, Keighley,

RONNIE SCOTT ORCHESTRA
‘Tonight (Friday), Town Hall, Crewe;
Baturday, Festival Hall, East Kirkby;
Bunday, USAF Camp, Burtonwoods
Wednesday, Modernists Club, Abing-
don,

{RACIE COLE ORCHESTRA

Saturday, Paials, Lowestoft; Sunday,
USAF Camp, Sculthorpe.

TONY CRHOMBIE BAND

<Tonignt -(Friday),; Hull Baturday,
Gilingham; Sunday, Feldman Club
and Café Anglals,

DON RENDELL BAND

Tonight (Friday), Guildford; Batur-

Tonight (Friday) Corn Excharige, day, Florida Cilub, London; Theatre
Colchester; Saturday, Heacham; Royal, Chatham; Tuesday, ‘Cam-
Sunday, Pavilion, Bath; Wednesday, bridge; Thursday, Chippenham,
Ritz Baliroom, Swindon; Thursday, KEN MOULE SEVEN

400 BaMlroom, Torquay. -Saturday, Florida Club, Iondon;
JOHNNIE GRAY BAN -Sunday, Feldman Club and Café

Tonight (Friday), Corn ¥Exchamge, Anglais, Loadon,

publish the complete discograplllly
the
carthiest blues singer since Boa-
dicea, The four sides, scheduled

of Foul Mouth Jackson,

for issue on Dekko, are — (I
Rejected by Hays Office,
Master destroyed by
fanatics, (3)
printable.

This may be hard on prospec-
tive Jackson collectors but it wili
save a hell of a lot of junk shop-

ping. .

COLLECTORS’ KIT

Everyone should buy one of .th
new JUNKO collectors

.

dozer Stylus guaranteed to remov.

all evidence of grooves, (c) Sticko
spraying device for depositing arti-
ficial dust layer, {d) Blurring Pad

for rendering labels unreadable

just

issued * Vacation BluesfFolke-
stone Frolic” by Billie Holliday
and her Long Weekenders. This
is notable for the work of Billie’s
brother Half Holiday. Also new is
“ One O'clock Trump™ { “Things
That Go Burp ln The Night” by

, (D)
religious
unissued, (4) Un-

outfits.
The kit comprises (a) Box of
assorted record cracks, (b) Bull-

EAST OF STEVENS

Our Tame Humorist, Norman
Stevens, cracks the quips

{(¢) a Discovice for peeducing
realistic cracks and chipped edges,

Read this unsolicited testimonial,
for which we paid 25/~ cash: “I
found an Oliver Gennett in mint
condition but it was useless unitil
I bought one of your Junko kils.
After treatment 1 was able %o
trade it for a 1907 Thibetan
Victor catalogue. My friends are
all - busy on their Paramounts.™
This came from Stub Mosely,
composer of “ Two Cigarettes Are
Bug;fn‘g * which was recorded on
Asct

=&
MAILBAG

Sandy ‘McEdison clears ‘%c:l
point. He writes: “Edison !
was not Scottish. He was a
Welsh-Eskimo and was, in. fact,
my twin uncle on my wacther's
side—she has a want there, 200.”

“B.F.” (Bognor) asks about
Bolivian Capitol. We thiak he
means Mongolian Actuetle. Index
to Corn fists “Tight Like That" by
A. Girdle & his Ceorsetiers and
“Beat me Daddy™ by Larry Adier
and the Egg Fhps.

To “Worried” (Wigan): Yes, by
all means tell your mother. This
man is 30 years older Than you.
The fact that he offered you: an
original Morton shows he is un-
scrupulous. Find a younger boy
friend. preferably one who onby
stocks Lyttelton Parlophones.

“Perplexed” (Ponders Ead) asks
“l have two girl friends. One is
19, plays the tuba in a local band
and collects Harry James records.
The other is 59, plays second
fiddle, eats garlic and basn’t a
penny. Which should I choose? ”

Well, it depends for what. Off-
hand, the younger girl scems safer,
The Harry James records would
be handy as table mats and the

S

)

{2

€

| STANLEY BLACK

ORCHESTRAS LTD.

Teitephone Langham House
Museum 308, Regent Streat,
402 and 82Y8. London, W.i.

book the sensational new

ronnie_scott

orchestra
soie agent—harold davison
{16. shafiesbury asvenue, w.l.
gerrard 7467-9

122
WIGMORE ST.

LONDON, W.1
IWELbeck 3332;

i

BILLY

ERNENT

g AND HIS ORCHKSTRA
Al enquiries .
97/99, CHARING CRUSS RD., WO2

Tel, ; GER 7092

ALFRED

PREAGER

ORGANISATION

DAVE SHAND

BBC Top Alto Baxophonist
AND HIS
MODERN MUSIC
Alt Enquiries
2, DENMARK PLACE, W.0.5

| COVent Uarden 2011,

AR

LOU PREAGER’S |
AMBASSADORS BAND

Specially Chosen Combinativo.
Oae-Night  Stands Anywhers.

QUARTET

HOU CREAGER'S Presenistivaes,
9, GLENWOOD GBNS, LFaKD.
Vatenline 4043 4

"RAY ELLINGTON

with MARION RYAN

Sole Representation : LEWIS BUCKLEY ENTERTAINMENTS, LTD,,
28 CTARR. LANE, BIRKDALE, SOUTHPORT

Phone: Southport 77131-2

] BAND

GRACIE ‘“‘QUEEN"

COLE | [

Represesiasion HAROLD DAV ISON Lid.
16 SHAFTESBURY AVENUE, LONDON,.
LA GERrard 746°

ANIE

ALL STAR BAND

B PLAYING THE DANCIEST MUSIC—PLUS ENTERTAINMENT!

22 LEDWAY DRIVES WEMBLEY PARK, MIDDX:

ARNOLD ' 4643

r

[MIEKY KEANEDY

Sole  Representatinn
SYD NORKIN EN(ERTAINMENTS
LTH,, 5, Boxhlll Way. Betchworth,
fiSureey.  Hing BETCHWORYI 2308

HARRY PARRY

AND 1S ORCHESTRA
MIABRY CARRY ENTERPRISKN
(HARRY PARRY and '

——
-

ALAN SENNETTY
Callara House, ¥a Regent St.,
R¥Gent 6260, w.l

ALL STAR SKEPTET

t within 100
mile radius of London.
20, RUOMILLY STREKKT
1| LONDON, W.I, GERrard 1288

(HARRY HAYES|

H¥n

ELIZABETH

LIPTON

AND HER CUBANKTTES
THE QONLY ALL GIRL ‘

u LATIN-AMERICAN BAND
S. & D Presentations :

ROY KENTON

AND HIS ORCHESTRA
“GOOD BYEL—DON'T FORGET 1T
Alt KEnquiries :—

STAPLETON-COOPER
OV zoeul,

! 1. BIKKENITKAD ST.,
AGHNCYY H ionpoN, W.01. TER 8089

GEOFF w. X
SOWDEN «x

Lou Guissin, 21, Wombley Uark
Urive, Wembley, dMiddx. WEM 6422]

ORCHESTRAS 1

| |PREAGER o DEAR

GEORGE PHIL

Not 8otely Hepresentea

REG

CLAMTREE

AND HIS MUSIC

TOMMY de ROSA

AND HIR ORCHFESTRA
246, NOKRTH CIRCLLAK ROAD,

. 3 4% Uplun Lane ¢ Manager :
PALMERS GREEN, N3 Korest Gate Anthony 1Tvin
Yaimers Ureon G80Y London, K.7 119 tixford St., W.t
URA 453 Ukltrard 9691

JIMMY LEACH ‘wis

ORGANOLIANS

featuring 4IMMY and his
HAMMOND ODRGAN

| Resident Scusud Available tor
Municipat Gods., One Nighters
Southport. Oct. onwards

anp |

EVANS e TATE
n AI.I' AP.O. RANI).s-

or  pilboi
'GERRARD 7092/3/4
97/99 CHARING X ROAD
« LONDON w.c2

STt Y

tuba may wel prove an asset
uader certain conditions,

»
-

NEW LABEL

A new re-issue label has
appeared in the darker corners of
Charing Cross Road. Tt is known
as DRIP —issued by the
Dubbers of Riot Inspiring Poly-
phony. For further details see
the Girls' Own Monthly or the
Chinese edition of the Beckeeper.

=&
HISTORY

I often think about the fantastic
nicknames given to famous jazz
men. We know all about Jelly
Roll Mortoa and his brother Meat
Roll. But what about Horsecollar
Draper? And Stump Evans.
Then the famous Stuff Smith —
what did he stuff, and where?
Another peser is Pigmeat Mark-
ham; or is it ' But the prize must
surely go to George Smith—what
an incredible name for a musician!

==
WHAT'S IN A NAME ?

How de record companies think
out the names for their labels ?
Recently I tracked down Kid
Gleves, veteran cornetman and
prolific recorder for the old
Vocation company. Here, right
out of the horse’s mouth, is the
story of how this name came to
be. chosen. . . .

“Seems like there’s kinda a new
company just starting and they
wanta make a few hot records.
This would be around 1901, or
maybe 1935. I'm not sure which,
Anyway, it was a Friday and rain-
ing like sfink.

“Well, these guys come into
May Bees sporting house to
record some of us boys. They re-

»
g

corded other impressions, %00, but
not on wax. I can remember the
line up quite clearly . . . myself,
of course, and Joe Oliver, Louis
Armstrong, Bunk Johnsos, Roy
Fox, Jack Jackson and Henry
Allen. .. No, I guess +that’s
wrong. Them guys was alt banjo
players.

“Anyway, we had a good band
and cut some fine sides. Wo
played tunes | invented way back
in '95- when 1 played tenth xylo-
phone in Handy’s mob; things
like Slow Coach to Chinatown,
Joanna Roll Blues—all real good
Creole stuff.

“Thiags is getting on fine and
dandy when in comes the ceps:
It takes "em ten minutese to break
in and takes Madam and her gals
ten weeks to get ‘em out again.
A few sharp johns pull their gats
and there’s a rare old shindy. Us
guys in the band, we keeps play-
ing till theres only threc of us
left. The place is getting doggone
unhealthy and anyway we had run
out of tunes. So we quits.

“As we bust outa the joint, one
of the fecording guys says ‘Am. 1
glad to be outa that Glory Hole'
—least, that’s what 1 thought he
said though some says different.
But he drops his h’s like no-
body’s business, this guy. So what
we heard him say was ‘Oriole.
What a swell name for our hot
record series. And that’s how they
got the name Vocalion.”

Next week we will let Punk
Ronson—the man who made ‘the
first cigarette lighter (by remowing
the tobacco) — tell the story of
Smoky Joe’s records. {Oh, no, you
won’t —Editor].

TE

(ALFORD, ESSEX  Seven Kings 0237

e
¢'|

HEATH

23 Albemarle Street,
London, W.1
(HYDe Park 0512}

KEN MACKINTOSH]

HIS SAXOPHONE & ORCHESTRA

Sole - Representation: RABIN AGENCY
130 GLOUCESTER MANSIONS; ' CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS,” LONDON; W.C.2

' JOE
LOSS

ENTERTAINMENTS LTD.

§ LANgham - MORLEY HOUSE
1292/3 RECENT STREET
232374 LONDON - W 1)

“TEm 2816

| HOWARD BAKER

AND HIS BAND
Ayvallable for one aight «unas.
especially Fridays. Cabarer ulse

supplieq.
| 69, ULENWOOD GARDENS,
ILFORD, ESSEX, valentine 94

HYrilala's No. 1 Modern Clarinettist

VIiC ASH

QUARTET & SEXTET

PDECCA RECORDING
HAMMOND OROGANIST

HARRY
‘CHRIS HAMALTON’

FARMER

1, South Sgunre, ¢ CHBAncory
LUrny ' fnn, RinG,
domion, W.C.Q, 2738 7

and His Orchestra

83, SHAKFTENBULY AVENUR
TANDUN, Wa

R & tTroestic bMamrslong, Brick taae, l‘elem:)'r;v M“(.l:.lt.r‘n'rg - '
& Llondon, KA, BiS &1
THF ! T ik
DENNY BOYCE| | YALDRON
g “ % SISTERS %
ORCHESTRA

1 TALBOT GARDENS i

1 PIANO—BASS—VIBES
tand VOCALS) |
c/o NME, 5 Denmark St., W.C.2

MIGUELITA

’ann her ORTHESTRA TRUPICALK
i (Al Mate Group)
Koquities to 3

39 & 40, Albemarle Street, W.l.

:l'an' Siraten, Ros & Stapleton itd.,
| HYD 9395 KLA 3119

AVALLABLE FOK IRANSFORTING
BANDYN, PARUIES, ote

COUNTY COACHES

Paone : 13, €msbury foad,
Bowes Park 8361 Weao Ureen, N.22
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HNNIE RAY IS A H

IT IN A NEW HI

T FILM

VONNE GODFREY, from Hollywood, rushes a review of the ‘Show Business’ movie

The cast -list

Ray, Donald
Marilyn ‘Monroe

‘supporting players.

IIIIIII‘IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII'IIII.IAIﬂl-.I'IIIIIII

The score of * There’s No Business Like Show Business,” which is revicwed ahové. wus written by American
While. in London recently, Mr. Berlin was caught by our photographer while he was
playing over another of his numbers, * Sisters,” with the Beverley Sisters, who ater recorded it for Philips.

composer - Irving Berlin.

Business Like Show. Business.”
boasts Ethel
Merman, Dan Daxley, Johnnie

O'Connot, ~ all.
‘and” Mitzi
Gaynor plus:-a host- of fine

Produced’ by Sol C.: Siegel
and directed by Walter Lang;

It is a simple; family “story

ITHOUT reservation, by . with-a theatrical -background.
far the best musical to’ As the Donahues, Ethel Mer-
come out of Hollywood ijn a , man and 'Dan Dailey and
long time is “There’s No ' their talented kids go' through

the heartbreak and laughs of
‘family fife in .the theatre with
- outstanding performances by

Ethel- Mé¢rman-- as. the down-
to-carth, pl}l]osqphlcal mother,
bnngs to the screen_ an acting
job™_of extreme " sensitivity, ~and
to ether “with the Meérman’ style

-song-belting - she: ‘reaches new

with . lyrics . and . music by helghis‘ as a star.

Irving - -Berlin, .thls colo’ur" ‘Dan ~Dailey ' as’ the- “husband
QmemaScope Pro i’ - makes’ his+ character.- lovable,
nothjng " shost, QQW warm, -humordus: and human.

A good- ‘hearted ham with ‘great
“pride in His offspring, he turos in

a finely etched, completely believ-
able performance.

Donald O’Connor, the cocky
son whose lif¢ is on the: verge of
being messed up when he thinks
his girl is turning him down,
once again does a top-notch. job,

and ‘his- dancing and-singing are,

as ‘always,’ of-the highest calibre.-

" PRIEST RAY '
Johnnie  Ray’s portrayal of the
son  who becomes a priest—a
role_that, would be taxing to an
actor of many more years ex-
perience— . proves = that ° his
.dramatic talents are.as:fine. as his
“ well-known- Song_ delivery. . ‘The
numbers. - he. sings' are - wisely
chosen' " to help him with- his
characterization, and’ it ‘is highly’
." pleasing-to dlsc[over “another facet

to this talented performer.

Mitzi Gaynor exudes: vitality
and charm in her role and in each
of her. production numbers oncé
more ' confirms .the fact that--she
is worthy of stardom, 4

Marilyn: . Monroe, . as an- -ex-
coatroom™- checker wilh -thcau'ical
ambitions; literally " *“ arrives ™ “as
an .actress; of - vast. capabilities:: If
Miss . Monroe: has been criticized
in the past . for- a: lack -of real
talent, critics after secing_this per-
fozrmance will change théir tune.

So much for the dramatic end
of the picture——this is primarily
a musical and as such the pro-
duction numbers are presented
with great imagination and good
taste.

Sequences including * Alexan-
> der's .-Ragtime Band,” ** After
:You-Get What You Want You
. Don’t- Want It,” * Heac Wave,”

* Lazy,” “ A Man Chases” A Girl
. Until She Catches Him,”
- “-Sailor Tattooed,” plus some old

Berlin = favourites, are in lavish

form and all are attention-getters.

Johnnie  Ray's . * You
Believe,” a sort of modern
spmtual gives a new slant to the
appreciation  of religion, and
Johnnie'’s inimitable style is shown
to the best advantage.

*There’s No Business Like
Show Business " will send people
ouwt of movie houses with a
whistle on their lips, a song .in
their hearts and tgsc satisfaction
of secing .a really fine motion.
picture,

Herry

and a Happy

and Prosperous

New Year

WALL

RADIO LUXEMBOURG

FULL PROGRAMMES' — 208 Metres, Medium Wave

SUNDAY p

6 p.m. Let's Go; 6.15 The Ovaltineys'
Concert Party; 6.30 Primo Scala; 8.45
Frankie Laine; 7 Songs for the Million;
7.30 Sunday Sing-Song; 7.45 Winifred
Atwell Show; 8 Vera Lynn; 8.30 Take
Your Pick; 9 Savoy Hotel Orchestra;
9.15 Curt Massey and Martha Tiiton;
8.30 Ted Heath; 10 Time For a Song;
10.30 'Bing Sings; 10.45 The Eddie

Calvert Show; 11 Top Twenty. Mld-
night:- Close down,
MONDAY

6 p.m. Monday’s Requests; 7 Spread
Your Wings; 7.15 Dan Dare; 7.80°
Smash Hits; 8 Strike 1t Rich; 8.30
Your Mother’s Birthday; 9 Holiywood
Calllng; ©.13 Anything Goes; 9.30
Perty Maaon;: 9.45 Scrapbook Of Song.
10 Jack Jackson; 10.30 Records. Af
Random; "10 45 It,alia.m Music And Song..
11.00 ngramme * Anpouncements ;
11.5 The Bible Christian Programme ;
11,15 Kkrank -And .Ernést i 1530 The
Worldg Ot Tomorrow  Midnighgs™ Close

_down
TUESDAY )

6 n.m Tuesday's Requests ; 7:15 Dap
‘Pare?. 7.30 Pengutn Parade; 7.45 Guess

The Name 8 Double Your Money; B8.3u
What's New. 9 Treble Chance; 9.15
Curt Massey and Martha ’I‘Ilton, 9.30
Pérry Mason{ 9:45 Friends Ang Nelgh
‘bours; 10 Questfon  Mark; 1013
Edmundo _Ros; 10.30 Records . At
Random; M Revival Time; 11.30 Oral
Roverts, ‘Midnight: Close down.
WEDNESDAY .

£ pm, Wednesday's
Accordion Time ; 7.15
7.80 .- Family. ~Album 3 7.45 . Soccer
Survey;  8.00. People. Are.
8.30. Carroll Levis And - His® “Dis
coverfes: 9 -~ Dorls ‘Day;. 915 The
Deep River Boys;.
9.45- Curt  Massey and Martha Tilton;
10 Dreamtime;.10.15 Melodies From The
8tars;. 10.30 Records At Random; 11

ck To The _Bible;' 11.30 Swing
Sesslon. Midnight: Close down._

THURSDAY

Requests il
.Dan Dare |

6 p.m.- Thursday's Requests; 7 Show |

time ; 7.15: Dan Dare ; 7.30 Penguin
“Parade; 7.45 ‘Musicdl Express; 8 Beat:
The Band; 8,30 Lueky People; 9
‘Melody Fair 9:15 ‘Ray Martin; 9.30
Perry Mason; 9.45 Friends And Nelgh-
bours; 10 ’l‘eddy Johnson; 10.30 Even-

FROM PARNELL TO GRAY

TROMBONIS_T Brian_ Perrin,
whq left the Jack - Parnell
Orchestra this week, joins Johnnie
Gray on Monday  dext,

Hé replages ' Derek: Melvin, .who is-

Joining the pit ‘orchestra for the new
* Wonderful ‘Town ” . musical.
Another¢hange . u'gvth

End assist

Stan Vasser-a

as® pérmanem rc ia
‘Batt; “who™:

town 3

ing Star;
Fashloned Revival
Close down.
FRIDAY

6 p.m., Christmas Eve Requests; 7
Butiin’s Beaver Club; 7.15 Dan Dare;
7.30 Songs Of The- Prairie; ‘7.45 Christ-
mas Mix; 8 Shifling A Second; 8.30
Was There Semething?; 9 Melody Fair;
9.15 Max Bygraves; 9.30 Perry Mason;
9.45 Your Future With ~BEugene; 10
Dreamtime ; 10.15 Deep River Boys ;
10.30 _Oild Acquaintance; 10.45 Harry
Cd: 1) The Volce Of Prophecy: 11.30
Silent Night. Mldnlght Close down.
SATURDAY

6 p.m, Chrlstmas Ddy Requests; 7
Amateur Football; 7.15 Snow- Whlte &
The' Seven Dwarfs, 7.45 Hello Young
Lovers; 8 Here' Wg Come; 8.30 What’s'
My Llne 9 Anything Can Happen; 10
Listen Wlth Philips; 10.30 A' Wassalling,
Thosé' Were the Hits; 10.45 [Itallan
Music ‘and Song; 11-Briiging, Christ To
The Natlons 11.30 Jack Jackson; 12.30
a.m.: Close down

10,45 Mario Lanza; .11 Old-
Hour, © Midnight:

stalled a- trio to play for ‘customers

rand Harkins, also part: of the' Band

$COTS NOTES

HE Corner - House = Cafe, inJ
¢ Rutherglent, Lanarkshire, has in-

on Sundays. It comprises Ian
Macklin (guitar); Joe Irvine (piano)
and Ken Cranmer (bass).
*

Glasgow’s Crew Kelly is disband-
ing his trio, .and Crew will be
vocalist with Jim McHarg's . Dixie-
landers when they open at the Lorne
Ballroom: Jazz Club in January.

* * *

The Clyde River Jazz Band, which
has just completed a gig tour of
Scotland as .part .of. tru tcr Bill
Paterson’s Band ‘Show, . wi aihgt‘
a concert in Rutherglen Town

Fon December 29. ' Proceeds go to:a¢

children’s fund. Vocalist Anita Page
will- be: singing, and comediaris Irvine

{ Show, " will élso be on.

Fuony; |

9 30 Perry Magon 'L

e: Gray, band |

THE MAN WHO MADE A U.S. SENSATlON

This photograph, ‘taken at this year's' Tin Pan Alley Ball, shows David
Wlntﬁeld (standing left), who, ‘last - week, -caused a nationwide sensation 9

in -America with his' inspired- ‘singing

Toan” ‘I'Y’vsho{:; Alﬂ; i . the picture ‘are, 1standmg) Maurice : qulor I
] ndm ‘gléntine. (w @ has. iso appeared ,Sulhuu!,mnm
5 and“‘ﬁeated) Tommy meps’on, % Erandes- B‘i’&-m Aviil’ Angers’:

“on me Ed Sullivin' ¥ Toast -Of‘ 'ﬂne

4

e), e
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THE. NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS *

C.

ristmas
NAT HENTOFF cables the latest news |

of the American musical scene

FANTASTIC FACIS ABOUT
FRANKIE LAINE: This week. a
feature anticle on  Frankie: Laine
appeared in the. * Saturday Evening
Post,” a magazine with a_huge
family - circulation in the States.
Among the remarkable figures dis-
closed in the article are these:
Frankie earns close to $500.000
$£17Q.000) a vear in only 26 weeks of
rantic work  Frankie is the top-
selling American vocalist in nine
foreign areas . has sold. almost
$23.000.000 (£8.000.000) worth of
records . averaged a hit record
once every three months and
won ' innumerable poils as the
nation’s -Na 1 jukebox favourite.

And here i3 Frankie's explanation

for his stubning success: *It’s the
pulse. the beat in what I sing. 1
just use my voice like a horn. I 1ry
to sing the way Lonis Armstrong
blows his trumpet.”

The author of the article, Dean
Jennings, sums up the impact of the
Laine hurricane by stating that if
“ there. is-any one personality facet
responsible for this success, it is the
surge of emotion with which Laine
meets life and the lyrics of every

song "'
*

FILM NEWS : Nat - Cole may
have a leading dramatic role in a spy
film s.arring Humphrey Bogart. .
Romantic actor Van Johnson has

Christmas

(POLYGON

from

JOE ‘MR,
HENDERSON

@reetings

PIANO’
A

RECORDS)

L while

written his first song, *K's A
World,” and Eileen Barten recorded
i for Coral, .

The filming of * Oklahoma.”™ in
the new Todd-AQ wide-screen process
has been completed after 107 days
of shooting. The cost was about
$6.000 000 and the stars are Gordon
MacRae, Shirley Jobnes, Gloria
Grahame .and Charlotte Green-
wood

Most .recent  California wedding
following the cofourfui Vic Damone-
Pier Angeli nuptials was the mar-
riage of vocalist Marion Houtton
(who used to sing with Glenn Miller)y
and music director Vic Schoen (who
used to be married 1o Kay Starr and
one of the Andrews sisters). Matron
of honour was Marion’s famous
sistes. Betty. Best man was Betty's
fiancee, Alan Livingston, Capitol
Records vice-president,

*

BROADWAY NEWS: Eartha Kitt
scored a personal triumph when she
made her Broadway stage dcbut last
week as the star of * Mrs. Patier-
son.”  Though she sings some
songs in the play.
principally a  straight dramatic
actress ir this performance. and
le the critics differed on the
merits of the play itself, they all
flipped for Eartha. Miss Kitt mean-

| while is working on her autobiog-

raphy which will be published by
Dou cd .

A fine quality sparkling diamante necklet, beautifully
mounted on dainty diamond cut chain with matching
clip-on earrings. nicely ftinished in quality chromium
An outstanding example of the modern fashion |

ISEND NO MONEY!

THIS WILL BE SENT TO YOU ON 3 DAYS APPROVAL

MONEY REFUND GUARANTEE

| s 1976,
BARBICAN

(NME) 93 ALDERSGATE ST, LONDON, E.C1

INCLUSIVE
C.0.D. 1/- extra

SUPPLIES

point . .

What You Need
IS
A Retentive Memory !

To acquaint you of the fact that a GOOD
PRINTER is an asset to the community,
particularly when one wants something
quickly, at a reasonable cost. We welcome
the opportunity of advising you on this
To hear a person say-
found a really good PRINTER" is

"l have

"Music in Your Ears”

Please give us the opporlunity of
gonvincing you more fully.

WHITE BROTHERS (PRINTERS) LIMITED

72 Kennington Lane, S.E.11
Phone : RELlance 2908

. this month

d. the young
vocahst who spent some time in
England during the war when he
sang “with Glenn Miller’s Service
Band. will have a lead role in * The
Rodgers: And Hart Song® which
starts Broadway rehearsals January
15 His co-star will be film actress
Evelyn Keyes. Charles Trenet is
out of the Montreal gaol whe. : legal
difficulties with the producer of the
‘ Hello Parece” show landed him
Trenet’s gaoling was called illegal by
a Montreal justice, Meanwhile, the
show itself has yet to hit Broadway,
having folded in unpaid bills out of

town. . . .
*

BAND NEWS : Ray Anthony is
eyeing TV not only as a vehicle for
his band but for himself as an actor.
so there may be a series soon star-
ring Ray in a situation comedy. . .

The Tommy Dorsey band celebrated

its 20th anniversary in the business
The Dorsey brothers.
who have been together again since
1953. started their first orchestra in
1934, and Tommy has been a band-
leader ever since

¥*

SIDENOTES: It looks like Noel
Coward won't be the highest paid
eniertainer in American night club
history after all. Liberace will
open the new Riviera Hotel in Las
Vegas in April for $50.000 a week
Previous record price was Marlene
Dietrich’s $30.000 and the reported

$37.500 offered Noel Coward.
included in the Liberace deal is
brother George, who leads the

accompanying orchestra

This winter a new Frank Sinatra
album will be released on Capitol
featuring Frank and only a rhythm
section tn st * head " arrangements
with nothing to be written out
before the recording sessiom. . . .

*

THE JAZZ SCENE: Famed
pianist Al Haig has joined the hel
Baker Quartet and his name will be
featured next to Chet's in the bill-
ing. Bob Whitcock replaces Carson
Swith on" bass Owen Engel,
27-year-old former clarinetist with
Paul Whiteman. Bobby Hackett and
Billy Butterficld. will take his new
combo to Europe on a tour of Armr
bases starting in March Engel will
fealure compositions by European
jazz writers and plans to record them
on an LP as a means of promoting
the internationalisation of jazz.

Marian and Jimmy MecPartiand
will record a 12 inch Brunswick
album of show tunes with back-
ground of woodwinds. harp and
rhythm Marian, a Capitol artisi, is
allowed to record the date with her
husband under the terms of her con-
tract  Jimmy will lead a jazz combo
in another 12 inch Brunswick LP.
which will be dedicated to a number
of the great jazzmen who have died
Tunes long associated with such
departed titans as Bix, King Ofiver,
Fats Waller and Bunny Berigan. will
be featured in the collection.

Angel Records which 18 a.rt' ot
the potent Mi group of inter-
national record companies. 1s the

latest American classical label to
launch a jazz series Stressed ‘in the
new jazz series will be international
jazz of all styles and periods. First
albums will include sides cut in Den-
mark, Italy. Australia (Graeme Bell)
and France (Django Reinhardt). . . .

ir-mai

Eartha is |

A

Kerr from Australia.

was at Chiswick last week.

new popular and classical. re

is the concert plaiform. although
puts over current pops
vincingly.
relaxed manner of announcing
sonms

Australian arraneer,
businessman,
the baton in the pit for her Var
appearances.

winah Dee (standing. left) and ber

VARIETY REVIEW

NEW type of stage offering is
currently being given on the
London Hhalls by singer Margaret
Margaret is’
at Hackney Empire this week. and’

Her offerings of songs old and’

ach!

heichts of real artistry in her magm-
ficent rendering of * One Fine Day,™
which she sinegs in two languages. |
This rendition is so good that one
susoects that Miss Kerr's real metier

she

very con-
and has a pleasant and

her

Margaret's husband — well-known
r, condutor. and
David Samuel—akes

iety

All-Girls’ Band, as they appeared
at the Arsemal Sapporters’ Club
Dance in London last week.
Another picture of the stars
present at these annnal follities
can be found on page 9.

To ALL

‘Haggerty Wet’

VICTIMS

TWO BIG HITS !!

THERE GOES
MY HEART

Recorded by NAT ‘KING’ COLE on Capitol

(and others, should there
be such people left).
The best Radiogramsof the
Christmas season and a
Tape Recorder New Year.
Thanks to all H.P. custo-
mers for disproving the
theory that the best things

in life are free,

Sincere seasonal regards

TWO STEP,
SIDE STEP

Recorded by SUZI MILLER (Decca) “and
BONNIE LOU (Parlophone)

Danny Haggerty

FRANCIS, DAY & HUNTER LTD.

London, W.C.2 TEM 935

138-140 Charing Cross Road,

1

appy tour.

returning real soon.

ew Year.
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hanks!

TO ALL MY FANS in Great
Britain for such a wonderfully

I will always treasure the
memory and look forward to

With my Best Wishes for a
erry Christmas and a Happy

Most Gratefully,

AL MARTINO:

M S N

-~
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TELL, we're up-to our necks in it now, all right ! In keeping
with the current tendency to anticipate every annual event
by about a fortnight (I refused my first Penny for the Guy on
October 25 1) the carol smgers are out shattering the silent night
with their ** Silent Night.” and Greetings are beginning to wing
back and forth. For all | know. this column may well appear
in the paper wreathed in holly and sleigh-bells. ‘
I am faced with a problem—to find something seasonal with
which to regale you during the next two weeks.
controversial matters must be shelved.
I have an Earl Bostic LP which is burning a hole in my shelf
Last week a reader accused me of ™ harsh

at this moment
prejudices.”

for further accusations.

A thought occurs to me—why s 1t that readers only accuse one
of preiudice if one criticises adversely ? Why was I not accused of
the recent Hodges LP?

A moot point, which shall be mooted as soon as the season of
Now let all be glad tidings of

pretfudice for praising

peace and good will is behind us.
comfort and joy

In the past, the Christmas period
has been a cushy time for- revieweis.
All that was required- of them was
that they .should get down from their
shelves the handful of recordings
which have appeared in the jazz lists
during the ycar, and select from the
sinall field - various records of the
year,

This year we have had a bumper
harvést. Never has so -much jazz
een offered on disc before.. And the
field covered ranges from’ piano rolls
made in 1908, through every highway
and ;byway. to the present day

Disc torrent

All of which 1s, of course. quite

excellent for the record-collector - who.

now has a vast selection of .jazz -at
his disposal, and all the time in the
world in which to make his choice

 But spare a_ Christmas thought for
the-record reviewer. ‘into whose:-home
records have been pouring. in' an
unmitigated torrent, - for the past
twelve months. By March, his. shelves

were full, and the’beaslly things were

begmnmg to advance, li‘.e an army of
squat, black beetles. across the living
room,

Cataloguing and storing them was
out of the question . . as soon as
one lot was out of the way. another
descended.

By June, the floor was taken over

because | panned a Bostic £P.
propose to pan the Bostic LP early in the New Year, so my
correspondent has three weeks in which to scour his vocabulary

Obviously. &

If space allows, I

¥

Record Re-

Humphrey
Lyttelton (standing,
secood from left)
modestly leads his band
at the Royal Festival
Hall on the occasion of
a recent concert. Wally
Fawkes 's on clarinet,
Bruce Turner on alto,
Micky Ashman (bass).
George Hopkinson
(drums), Johnny Parker
(piano). John Plecard
(trombone) and Freddy
Legon (guitar and

banjo

Our Jamz
viewen,

Spare a Christmas thought

or a harassed reviewer

except for a small channel between -
the door and ‘the gramophone. By
September, every flat space ia the
house was occupied, and he was eat-
ing his- meals at the stove, straight
out of a saucepan. Now the saucepan
has gone. There was nowhere else to
ut the littke EP records. and they
gtted SO perfectly

It can't go on. Sooner or later,

every * record -ever made will “have -

been issued, every Lost -Récording
Date will have been found.: ever
piano rol} will havo been transcribed.
And the reviewer's life- will once
«again return’ to normality.

Of course, we should be thankful
for small mercies . . . unlike the old
78's, the new discs are unbreakable,
and can be swept aside with a scythe-
like movement of the foot if ever
.sudden emeigency arises. But “éven
this has its bitter side.

In the old days, in moments of

acute stress (such as the arrival in the

® All Labels Etocked
@ Collections Bought

EVERY JAZZ ENTHUSIAST MUST VISIT . . .

JAMES ASMAN'S
JAZZ CENTRE

@ 78’s Exchanged for L.P.s
@® Modern and Traditionat

® Records Sent by Post @ Personal Attention
@ Overseas Orders Tax Free

232 NEW ROW, ST. MARTINS LANE, LONDON, W.C.2

(Opposite the New Theatre)

j

BROADWAY PLECTRUM GUITAR,

— GHRISTMAS OFFERS_’

FRANCESC1 GUITAR, finger style ...
HOHNER BUTTON ACCORDION, 21 Treble Keys, 8 Basseu vae
VIKING TRUMPET, By Low Pitch, Gold Lacquer
SPANISH GUITAR, Flat Top, Round Sound Hole ...
ALVARI ACCORDION, 120-Bass, 1 Coupler ae

AJAX BASS DRUM, White with Chrome Fittings ...
LAFLEUR CLARINET, By Low Pitch, Boehm System .
BURLINGTON PLECTRUM GUITAR, Sunburst Finish
GERALDO PIANO ACCORDION, 120-Bass, 1 Coupler
CORONET PLECTYRUM GUITAR, Sunburst Finish

£ 10
£12 8
£15 10
2415
£22 10
£16 16
£18 0
£21 12
£40 0
£32 10
£31 0

Natural Finish

cocecoccoc o

FRANCIS,

DAY & HUNTER, LTD.

138-140, CHARING CROSS ROAD, W.C.2

TEMple- Bar 9351

"VOGUE- CORAL December RECORDS

THE LANCERS—
Mister Sandman/The
DON CORNELL—

* Q2038
4 2037
% Q2028

THE MODERNAIRES AND GEORGIE AULD—

Moontight & Roses/l Wonder What’s Become Of Sally

AND HIS BAND OF RENOWN—

% Q2024 Mood Indigo/Teach Me Tonight
BILLY WILLIAMS QUARTET—
% Q203¢ Honeydripper/Love Me
ALAN DALE—
Q2040
DIMITRI TIOMKIN—
% Q2041 Haijji Baba/Duel In The Sun
LES BROWN
% Q2047 St. Louis Blues Mambo/Moon Song

S’posin’/l Was Lucky

McGUIRE SISTERS—

Muskrat Ramble/Lonesome Polecat
% Available on 45 r.p.m.

Little White Light

LVC 10008
MERRY CHRISTMAS
The Ames Brothers, Don Cornell,

Eileen Barton, Johnny Desmond
8ing a Svong of Santa Claus ; Let’s
have an eold fashioned Christmas ;
The Lilttle Malch Girl ; Christmas
in the Air ; Winter's Here Again ;
1've Got the Christinas Spirit ; The
Night Before Christmas Seng ;
Christmasa s a Time.

LVC 10007
CHRISTMAS CAROLS:
Ray Bloch, his Orchestra and
Choir
Adeste Ftideles ; Cantique de Noel ;
Here we come a-Carolling ; The
First Noel ; God Rest Ye Merry
Gentlemen ; Joy Go the World ;
Good King Wenceslaus ; Angels We
Have Heard on High ; S8ltent Night ;
Deck the Hall ; Away wn a Manger ;
Hark the Herald Angels Sing.

1 Vusut REGURGS LTD., 113-115 Fulham Road, London, SH3

Telephone: KNighisbridae 4256778

s

house of a record. by .the' Rirehousé
Fwe) feelings could often be relieved
by xhe deliciously. crisp seund of
shellac striking knee. ‘And the period
of .meditation while - the . minute
particles were labonously extracted
from’ the carpet, came as balm to the

Nowadays, there is no such in-
stanteous relief. Long-players thrive
on violence. And in_the preparation
of more . subtle retribution,. such as
the healing of a poker to white heat
in the .embérs of the fire, honest
anger turns to cold, sullen brooding.

I am p1epared to admit that if the
Jimmy Dorsey * Dorsegland LP had
disintegrated against the hvmg-room
wall instead of Tichocheting round
the room and fetching up, impudently
intact, on ‘top of the bookshelf, my
comments on it in this column would
have been less bitter. Permanency is

writes our Jazz Record Critic,

HUMPHREY
LYTTELTON

a two-cdged attribute !

To return to the matter in- hand.
This year, there can be no question
of making a choice for the Record of
-the. Year, for the simple reason that
_there has been somet{\,
body.

However | am prepared to make
mention, in various categories, of the
records which stick in my memory.

For ‘he Young .Collector just em-
sbarking on jazz collecting. there are
several invaluable LP's. First, the

-King Oliver selection entitled “Louis ¢

Armstrong with King Oliver," issued
.« . London, These are essential re-
cords. recorded superbly.

Hardly less essential are the Louis
Armstiong  Hot Five LP's (I suggest
the Columbia 12 in. as first choice)
and the Jelly Roll Morton piano
solos issued by Good Time Jazz, in-
cluding “Winin® Boy.” “Budd

SUNDAY

AM. 7 Bunday Circus; 9.05 Front
And Centre; 9.30 Symphonette; 10.30
Sunday Syncopation.

P.M. 12,30 Carols From Kinder-
garten; 2.05 Highway Of -Melody;
3.30 ° Afr Force Cholr; 4.00 Frank
Sinatra; 4.30 Request Parade; 5.05
Jack Benny; 5.30 Amos And Andy:

6 Haill Of Fame; 6.30 Vaughn Monroe;
7.05 Our Miss Brooks: -7.30° Greatest
Story Ever Told; 8 Muslc By Manto-
vani; 9.35 The Messiah; 11.05 Melody
Go Round.

MONDAY

AM: 5,05 Hillbilly Gasthaus; 6.15
Today's The Day; 6.30 Tips And Tunes;
7.05 Forward March, Curt Massey;
Jack Benny; 8.25 Jullus La Rosa;
8.45 Johnny M.:ccer; 9.05 Merely Music;
10 Jane Pickens; 10.30 Noon Request
8how; 11.55 Tri 8ervice Chofr.

P.M. 12 Martin Bfock; 12,30 Strictly
From Dixie; 1 Outpost Concert; 2.05
Stickbuddy  Jamboree; 2.30 Bud’s
Bandwaggon; 3 Howarq Barlow Pre-
sents; 4 Santa Ciaus; 5 Under The
Christmas Star; 6 Music In The Alr:
7 News World; 7.30 Meet Mr. Me-
Nutiey; 8,30 Bing Crosby; 8 The
Whistler; 9.45 Biues For Monday;
10.05 Carios Molina; 10.30 Late Re-
quest Show; 11.05 Late Request Show.

TUESDAY
A.M. As for Monday, except 8 Bing

» Q0.

12 Martin Block; 12.30 Littie
Matinee; 1 Outpost Concert: 2.05
Stickbuddy Jambores; 2,30 Bud's
Bandwaggon; 3 Messkit Matinee;
Santa Claus; 5 Under The Christmas
Star; 6 Music In The Alr; 7.05 Doris
Day; 8.30 Hollywood Muslc Hali; 10.15
Bob S8nyder; 10.30 News Roundup.
11.05 Late Request Show.

WEDNESDAY

A.M. As for Monday, except 8 Peter
Lind Hayes.

P.M. 12 Martin Block; 12.30 Strictly
From Dixie; 1 Operas Of The World;
2.05 Btickbuddy Jamboree; 2.30 Bud's
Bandwaggon: 3 American Music Hall;
4 Santa Claus; 5 Under The Christmas
Star; 6 Music In The Alr: 7.05 Gordon
MacRae; 7.30 Twenty Questions; 9.48
Mood For Moderns; 10.30 Late Request
Show; 11,05 Late Request Show.
THURSDAY

AM,. As .or Monday,
Gordon MacRae,

P.M. 12 WMartin Bilock: & Musle
From London; 4 Santa Ciaus; 6 Under
The Christmas Star; 8 Musie In The
Alr; 7.05 Herb Shriner; 7.30 Dragnet;

S

except 8B

9 12th Alr Force Orch, & Chorus;
'10.05 Les Eigart & Orch.; 10.30 Late
Reguest Show; 11.05 Late Request
Show.

FRIDAY ;

A.M, As for Monday.

P.M, 12 Martin Biock; 3 Music From
Amertca; 4 Santa Claus; 5 Under The

Christmas Star; 6 Christmas In The
Alr; 7.085 The Aldrich Family; 7.30
Dickens' Christmas Carol; 8.30 Marlo

Lanza;
Fast;

9 Suspense; 9.45 Christmas
10.056 Navy Choir; 10.30 Story

| Of Silent WNight; 11.05 Midoight Maga.

AFN HIGHLIGHTS

344, 271, 547 METRES

SATURDAY
AM, 5.05 Hiibiliy . Gasthaus; 8.30

Top Of The Morning; 8 German Carots:
9.05 Merely Music; 10.30 Noon Record

Show.
P.M. 12 Open House; 1 Open House:
3.30 Let's Preténd; 4.50 Christmas

‘Round The World; 86 Music In The
Alr; 7.05 Bob Hope; 7.30 Ozzie ‘And
Harrlet; 8.15 Phil Harrls 10.30 Late
Record Show; 11,05 Late Record Show.

- LEN HUNT IN
‘LONDON TOWN'
TV SOHO SCENES

EN HUNT — former West
End drummer and nowa-
days drum manufacturer whose
Archer Street works have be-
come quite a legend in the
professmn — will be seen as an
“actor” next Tuoesday (21st),

when he and his famous drum
emporium feature in TV's
“ London Town.”

Len will be talking, acting, and
playing drums ; he will demon-

strate the powers of his works by
making a pair of drumsticks, and
he will show viewers that he
hasn’t lost any of the old tech-
nigue by putting over a drum
duet with Eric Delaney. More
unexpected still. BBC notability
Richard Dimbleby will be seen
and hear1 plaving a solo on one
of Len’s vibraphones.

A complete replica ot the Hunt
drum shop will be built up from
photographs, in the TV studios;
and a ﬁlm. which has already
heen shot im the Archer Street
works. will be shown jointly with
Len Hunts personal appearance.

This edition ~f * London
s Town * dea’s entirely with Soho.
Wa'kmg through Archer Street
after a visit to the Windmill
Theatre—which also appears -in
the production — TV producer
Stephen MacCormack chanced to
wander into | en Hunt's. and telt
that the old-time drummer, whose
shop contracts to provide innu-
merable drums and
cffects to various BB
menh. would be ideal material

shos one of the romantic
success stories of the Bohemian
quaner of London.

ercussion
depart-

ing for everys

AP
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Bolden" and ““Mamie’s Blues.” There .

have been excelfent Johnny Dodds
and Morton Band records, too.

For the older hand. who has all
the . “‘classics’ and is beginning to
look further afield. | recommend two
LP's, both on London One is called
“Blues and Stomps—Tommy Lad-
nier." and the other “Louxs Arm-
strong plays the Blues” — two
outstanding rcleases

In the contemporary traditional
field, there is a fot of Bechet which
is worth having.. although the * New
Orleans In Paris® LP on Vogue, with
Lil and Zuitie vies with the Bunk
‘Johnson ‘*“Last Testament” LP on
Columbm as the Year's Biggest Dis-
appointment.

Year’s record

Record of the Year, for my money,
is the Kid Ory LP on Good Time
Jazz,” simply entitled “Kid Ory’s
reole Jazz Band ™. This consists of
hi-fi recordings made last vear in
Capitol's studips. and is the best
band record to emerge in 1954

The followers of Swmg Music are
not really this column’s responsibility.
but Traditionalists who can accept
Modern Swing with a Leat are recom-
mended to buy the “Highlights™ LP
featwing the Bllington Band of ‘40
and ‘41 and containing such classms

as “Koko™ and “Cotton Tail "

Great stuff which this prejudiced
old fig has cherished in his collection
since they were first issued

And tha; just about does it, except
to say that Jug-addicts, Washboard-
lovers and students of the kazpo are
well catered for in the 1954 lists—
likewise Ballad-and-Blues-boys. rag-
timers and skifflers

Ail round. this has been a year in
which we can find it n our hearts to
send unreserved Greectings to the re-
cord companies. who should be in
the happy position of being loved by
everybody

Everybody, that is, except your
record reviewer- who announces.
from his last refuge on top of the
lavatory cistern, that if somebody
oesn’t put the bung in and stop the
spate of records, soon he will go
STARK, STARING MAD! !

“this is by no means certain at

FILM BANNED
—MUSIC 0.K.

MARL()N BRANDO fans

must be gnashlng their
teeth at the fate in Britain of
his starring vehicle, “ The Wild
One.” This controversial movie
has been banned by the censor
heve, on the grounds that it fs
“too violent.” Anm edited ver
sion may yet be shown, but

present. .

“"he Wild One ” is the story
of a vouthful gang leader in Los
Angeles. His mob roars through
lhe city on motorcycles, terror-
ising the populace and wrecking
property.

Eventually a man is murdered
and Johnny (the gang-leader.
plaved by Brando) faces.a man-
slaughter charge. He is acquitted.
but the film does r.at fall'into the
trap of _a conventional bappy
ending.

Of .particular interest o NME
Is the musical score to * The Wild
One,”” vwritten by Leith Stevens.

‘Desnite the ban on the film, the

MARLON BRANDO

ll:luslc is available here. published
y Mills.

Among the featured aumbers
are * Scramble,” ‘¢ Chino.,” and
“ Beetle,” all based on modern
jazz patterns, all reflectine the
tougher side of contemporary life.

An EP record of the film’s
music, p'ayed by a Shortv Rogers
group, has been wmarketed by
HMV, -nd a further LP (on
American Decca) directed by the
composer mayv be released In
Brit=in next year.

Although he is not a well-
known figure in Europeao musleal
circles, Leith Stevens has many
years® professlonal ~xperience In
America.

During the ‘thirties he was
musicat director of the CBS “Sat-
urday Night Swing Show™ radio
series. Then he settled In Holly-
wood, concentrating on motion
piclure work.

i

PERRIN

THERE IS ONLY ONE THING
THAT YOU CAN AFFORD
TO PUT BEFORE

PUBLICITY

—the name

PERRIN !

PUBLICITY LIMITED

° EIGHT DENMARK STREET - LONDON W.C.2
COVENT GARDEN 1955-6
TEMPLE BAR
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and
T!Ebe Best of Luck.
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*
Best Wishes
To You All
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Greetings

from

The Stargazers

for
T!Ebe Preiv Pear

from

AND HIS BAND

{BILLY COTTON|

2 Gr eelmgs @

CYRIL STAPLETON
GEORGE COOPER

LYN TOOMEY

STAPLETON-COOPER

LIMITED
2 DENMARK PLACE, DENMARK STREET
LONDON, W.C.2
Telephones: COVant Garden 2011-2-3

‘\‘\\“ﬁs (‘hrzstmas Greetings
y Best Wzshes for 1955

from THZ

HERMANOS

(BROTHE™S)

DENIZ

CUBAN RHYTHM BAND

JULES RUBIN

- Sincere Christmas
Greetings from

* Greetings from

JOE NUSSBAUM

AND HIS MUSIC

? Greetmgs
Best Wzshes

4 _' A | to all his Friends € Associates from
PP @ ACOrn 1438 ' Resl.dent' HAR GREEN'S ROB E RT EA RL
Q} ‘ / “JA KO cLuBs’
LONDON, W.1 i T
* Thank you e for a Very Happy First Year M E L O D I S C
Wishing All Friends .
Mfﬂ:y Cllfl.f[fﬂdf / rom [hf Sends Heartiest Christmas Greetings and g
Best Wishes for A Happy New Year A Happy ChrlStmas .

IKEN MOULE
SEVEN

ARTHUR WATTS * LENNIE BRESLOW ® DAVE USDEN ® KEITH BARR
ROY SIDWELL * DON COOPER ° CLIFF LAWRENCE

to Dealers and Record Fans

WHAT BETTER CHRISTMAS PRESENT THAN

“PLAYTIME IN PARIS”

{Melodisc L.P. No. MLP505)
with the sensational BILL McGUFFIE
A HIT FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS PARTY

MEI.ODISC RECORDS LIMITED

12 Eartham Str

. Cambridge Cir
Tel OV28&293

and a

Prosperous New Year

JACK LEON

8: Xmas & New Year E
" b Happy, Chmtmfzs
from 1o all
Jommv MARKS )
 LesGarratr | BOB
& BARCLAY
3 LEN STEVENSON | 1w vonkshise sazz sano
';, The Tcxtile Baliroom | 23 BRUNSWICK PLACE,
BRADFORD LEEDS 2

| Best Wishes

Christmas and
New Year

Greetings from
THE

TOMMY
WHITTLE

*x Greetings

* and

from

- RAYMOND

QUINTET

s‘i
§
8
&
§
§
&
:
%
5
&
{
8
t
e
{
FRANK DENIZ .+ JOE DENIZ §
{
§
g
8
8
8
- §
6
6
§
i
6
§
%
5

MAESTRO W:shmg You
| MARIO
MAKERSOF STARS R ECO R D
Wg’“ ;4{{1 Hs | Christmas
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MIKE BUTCHER surveys

CR R e et teataptar e aica it L

T least half-a-dozen important

new bands have been formed in
Britain during 1954. By * import-
ant,” we mean that they have been
‘widely heard both in London and
the provinces, that they have
broadcast and recorded, that their
foundations seem firm enough to
keep them intact for some time to
‘come.

It’s significant that ail of these
bands are either uncompromising
jazz units, or at the very least
have jazz-inclined repertoires and
styles.

The' groups we have in mind are
the Ken Moule Seven, the new
Tony: Kinsey ‘Trio,” the Tommy
Whmle Quartet, the Don Rendell
Sextet; the Eric Delaney Orchestra
and the Tony Crombie Band.

To these may be addsd several.‘

new Dlxleland groups including

‘Alex Welsh's, Ken Colyer’s and.

Chris Barber’s.

We are going to set down a few
words about each of these groups,
first the modernists and then the
traditionalisis. The order in which
we deal with them is more-or-less
chronplogical, taking the first-
formed first.

IT was with the birth of .1954
that the Ken Moule Seven
made its bow, although rehearsals
had been taking place during the
‘month or two before that. 'Ken is
an experienced musician, having
played piano and afranged for

guch . top-ranking maestri as
‘Ambrose -and Frank Weir.
He -walked into bandleading

with his eyes wide open, and from
the start he tempered his developed
music idsals with a liberal - pep-
pering of commercialism. This
does not mean; of course, that he
aims to be a Lombardo or
Silvester.  Ken's crowd-catching
tactics comprise simple, catchy
arrangements, vigorously inter-
preted, of tunes which are mostly
familiar to his audiences.

He cuts a unique figure in front
of his outfit or at the piano stool
with his gaint frame, sad eyes and
surprising energy. His fans love

R
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Eric Delancy leads a section of his new orchestra.

him—and also love his

they
slender, physically "active, vocally
hip singer, Cliff Lawrence,

THE Tony Kinsey Trio, which

now comprises Bill le Sage
(vibes and piano), Sammy Stokes
(bass) and Tony himself (drums)
with altoist Joe ‘Harriott as resi-
dent “ guest ” soloist, has only one

point of contact with the three-
some led by Kinsey a year ago—
hence its inclusion in our New
Bands survey.

That one point of contact is
Sammy Stokes, who was in Tony’s
1953 Trio with pianist Dill Jones
and tenorist Tommy. Whittle. This
May, however, Tommy and Dil}
broke away to form a quintet of
their own.

The Kinsey-ites took up resi-

-

JOHNNIE RAY

ELLA FITZGERALD
KENNY BAKER

WINIFRED ATWELL
KITTY KALLEN, etc., etc.

SHORT STORIES - HUMOUR * CARTOONS * PICTURES, etc., etc.

NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS
SENSATIONAL

1955 ALL-STAR ANNUAL

NOW ON SALE

PRICE 3/-

The confents-include articles by
LOUIS ARMSTRONG o WOODY HERMAN
JOHNNY DANKWORTH o RAY ELLINGTON
BENNY GOODMAN
RONNIE HARRIS e GEOFFREY EVERITT

Other special -articles include feature stories on

NAT ‘KING’ GOLE

AL MARTIKO
GARY MILLER

JACK HYLTON

@
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Don’t miss your copy of this wonderful publication

JOE LOSS

or bookstall.

You can only make sure of your copy by
placing an order with your ‘Newsagent
Alternatively fill in this
coupon and receive the Annual by refurn

POST NOW. !

To 'NME’ Annual, 5 Dcumark Street, London, W.C.2.
Please send me the 1955-Annual.
(inclusi\re of return postaga)

| enclose 3/3d.

Name.,
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.pounding

dency at the Flamingo Club, the
Whittle men at Studio '51, both in
the West End of London.

Both groups also venture out of
town occasionally, and make an
appearance every now and then on
the concert stage.

The Kinsey Trio and .Whittle
Quintet (remaining members of

which are Harry Klem. baritone,’
‘and Eddie,

Joe Muddel, bass,

‘brqadcasts
‘récords. have outsold those of his, -
:fcompe

factors,-however, _and .his reper-

toire’ includes’.far :more Tin Pan ’
Alley products and' dancing school”
choices .than thosé of the Jeadcrs

* ‘we_havé so far:covered.

. Unlike the other 1954 bands i i

this s’urvey, Eiic’s has’ ‘been passed.

for.-dance- musnc as well ‘as .jazz
‘by. the BBC.

s (remember Or‘anges
nd emons”). He- thmks m'
terms of' big business.
In" the ‘vocal' department,’ Eric
has*the: services of two nationally-

‘known _ artists - ope .of wham,

. phrasing are

Derrick - Francls. used to be his.:
colleague in the : Geraldo Orches-
tra.” Marion ‘Williams-recemntly-left
Oscar Rabin to ‘become Delaney’s
girl <singer. .Her fine voice and
equalled by her

: personal beauty.

. instrumentalists

. Outstanding among the. band’s
are trumpeters
Bert Courtley and Albert Hall,
tenorist Jimmy = Skidmore ‘and.
bassrst Jack: Seymour.: The

. trumpets, as a team, have bright-

Taylor. drums) sound completely,

dissimilar, yet theif aims are alike.
They both feature

skeleton!

arrangements ‘as  opposed - to dis--

sandwich long strings of solos.
"Neither group makes any -kind

{organised jamming, using pre-
conceived opening . and .closing .
| choruses in théir routines to-

of a play for the non-jazz public,’

1 yet they  have .both built- up- large

fan followings.

{ ]

N
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ON RENDELL- bears even less
resemblance - to the - old-
fashioned 'showman - leader than
Kinsey an(f Whittle. Don weaves
his tenor sax.

through the air.

express:vely as he blows .it, but:

that’s just a natural thing for him

He'd really rather not make any

announcements, but - speaks quite
lucidly when he has to. He'd much
rather play “1 Fall In Love Too
Easily ” than *Seven Eleven,”
but will do full justice to the latter
if dnyone requests it.

Less fortunate than Kinsey or
Whittle in that he has no resident
berth in town, Rendell keeps his
music maybe less public-slanted
than theirs. He believes (cor-
rectly) that jazz must be relaxed
to be good, so he and his boys

‘I blow quietly, easily. The arrange-

ments they feature are intricate,
musicianly, free from obvious
crowd-catching devices.

Three of Don’s sidemen have
been with him since the Sextet
was formed in the spring; pianist

'{and co-leader Damian Robinson,

baritone saxist Ronnie Ross and
filigel-horn man Dickie Hawdon.

Bassist Pete Elderfield and
drummer Benny Goodman are
newcomers to the group at the
time of writing. But it looks as
though they’ll be able to stay.
Bookings are coming in nicely. . ..

{ ]
by
[ Ioravit-/ang~
THE Eric Delaney Band, with
its five trumpets, four reeds,

three rhythm and two singers is :

the biggest

of this year's ‘new
bands.-

The most commercial, too,

although those scores in the books

by, Jimmie Deuchar and others

'the uninitiated.
Eric’s slick drumming and
tympani are saleable

"may not - be fully - understood by ‘18

ness .and punch.. The reéds and
rhythm complete a - polished
ensemble.

" Within a matter of months
Delaney has taken his plaee right
alongside Ted Heath, Jack Parnell,
Johnny Dankworth and . Ken
Mackintosh in the big-band field.

ENTIONING Ted's name

strangely enough, gives us a
logical bridge to the last of our
new modernistic leaders, for
drummer Tony Crombie made his
first recording with Heath, depping.
for Jack “Parnell while the latter
was busy taking a vocal on
* Dickory Dock.”

Tony then played in just about
every British modern jazz club,
sometimes nominally  fronting
groups of his own. He spent all
of 1953.and most of 1954 with the
Ronnie Scott Orchestra, then  left
in October to start a similar-styled
group of his own.

The Crombie.band swings lustily
(but it really does swing !) through
an- interesting series of ‘arrange-
ments penned by, Tony. himself and
several - of his men;  ~mostly

-trumpeters Les Condon and Dizzy-

Reece‘and pianist Harry South.

Like Eric Delaney, Crombie
relies to a great extent on his
drumming to seli-.his band—much
more so than. Jack Parnell, for
instance. He does-not take many
drum solos, but his prominence in
the' group’s ensembles and behind -
the outpourings of othér soloists
makes it unnecessary for him to
hog the spotlight alone,

He has a strong singing team
comprising Annie Ross and Bobby
Breen, though Bobby will nced
some more experience before he
reaches his peak. Annie, however,
has surely reached hers!

Her voice isn’t exceptionally
good. but there’s so strong a
character about her singing, so
much knowledge of purpose, so
fascinating a charm that the first
consideration is completely un-

important.
(]
bl
CraN -3

SO much for the avant garde
brigade. Now we come to the

traditionalists. Like the current

led. by guitarist/banjoist

“that

‘Friday, December 17,

Kmsey and Whittle groups, the
new bands “of Ken Colyer -and
.Chris Barber came about when a
former umit_split into two _parts.
..Chris used to play trombone with
Kcn 2

_Neither.was completcly satisfied
wn(h the set-ip. They went their

His' separate -ways in- May—and ‘Chris

Barber's Jdzz Band and Ken
Colye:s Jazzmen aré the twin
results

Ke:r)s proud, to be called a jaz;
purist. ‘and  his.-band ‘must be
Ju ged‘ by its endeavours. The
lea,der played trumpet ‘for a_while

‘in' New Orleans with’ ploneer jazz

musicians. ‘He now leads an’ outfit
which tries to sound—and, we feel,
succeeds in sounding — as much
like a New Orieans folk band as
possible.

The Barber band-is much slicker
than Colyer’s. much more accept-
able to the average 1954 ear. Chris
studied at the Guildhall School
of Music, is' a proficient, indivi-
dual -trombonist. His colleagues:
possess  at ~least some working
familiarity with non-folk music.

Chris .makes a feature of the
* skiffle group” within his ranks,
Lonnie
Donegan and comprising all kinds
of washboards and similarly non-
legltlmate instruments.

This is good fun, and we don’t
think Chris will mind if we call it
a’ good gimmick. He's thar much
in line with present-day show

business !
_o
L
O FA\US O

HE Alex Welsh Dixielanders

also favour an amended kind
of traditionalism, somewhat more
modernistic than Barber’s in vari-
ous respects. He maintains the
* conventional” front line of
trumpet (his own), trombone and.
clarinet, but in the rhythm section
he uses. piano; bass and drums—
just as Charlie Parker does'!—in
place of the strictly non-progres-
sive piano, banjo, fuba and drums.

He is ‘a good trumpeter, not
unlike Bobby Hackett in his’
melodic contours and gentlemanly.
sound.- His band is willing to
experiment,. to . depart from
formula.

It may or may not be significant.
Radio Luxembourg con-
sidered it worthwhile to give the-
boys a broadcast. They have also
visited the BBC studios at least
three times. .

At this point we take leave of
the” new bands of- 1954, with a

-passing apology for having left’

out ‘more localised units, such as’
the Eric Lawe outfit at Wimbledon
Palais.

If we had departed from our
rules of “ must record, must have:
broadcast, must have toured,” our
list would have been an endless
one ! :

A prophetic glance at 1955 is’
hard to make, but at least we can
report the whisper that trumpeter
Jimmte Deuchar will be launching-
a full-time band pretty soon.

It will be yet another jazz-
inspired band. That’s the general
rule nowadays, as we have noted..
The time is surely ripe for another
Cyril Stapleton, a new Joe Loss to
come into focus and restore the
balance. But where is he? At
present. we have no idea !

Tony Crombie (at the drums) and some of his new band. Trumpet star
Kenny Baker is whispering sweet nothings in Tony’s ear.
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CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENT RATES

ANY HEADING AT
€d. PER WORD

Please aliow 2' sxtra words it Rox
No. ts reauircd and sddd 1/-
service cnarge.

ENGAGEMENTS WANTED
id. per word
BLACK CAPITALS
after first two words at double rate.

Al classified advertizementsa must
be pre paid and sent W

CLASSIFIED ADVT. DEPT.,
‘The New Musical Express’

8, Denmark Street, tamdon, W..2.
CUOVent Garden 2266 (8 ilnes)

AGENTS DIRECTORY

“Booking The Best—
With The Best”

HAROLD
'DAVISON

Limited
BAND, VARIETY & GENERAL
THEATRICAL AGENCY

Sulte 8, Egmont House,
114, Shaftesbury Ave., London, W.1
Telephone : GERrard 7467-8-9

Members of the Agents’ Assoc, Ltd,

RABIN
AGENCY

“Britain's Leading Dance
Band Providers”

, GLOUCESTER MANSIONS
CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS
LONDON, W.C.2

TEMple Bar 281 6 7-8

Solely booking for
HELANA PRESENTATIONS
Why not for Yeun ¢

GERALD COHEN

Telephone : LBOR AGENCY
Temple Bar 33, Crunhourn Sf.,
. 0823/¢ London W.C.2

| AN OUTSTANDING SERVICE FOR
NORTHERN ORGANISERS

VIN SUMNER

ENTERTAINMENTS
™, Park Terrace, Garsiang Road,
¥ulweod, Preston, Lancashlre
Preston 79019

TED HEATH

AGENCY

23 Albemarle Street,
London, W.1  (Hyde Park 0512)

KRUGER

ENTERPRISES

(LONDON) LIMITED
74 .Shattesbury  Avenue, W.1
GER 3956/7 (Night : PINNER 4832)

S&D
PRESENTATIONS .

(SOLE BOOKERS 10 I,

QUINTET,

MUIRAY ANSICSIN A S T0RS)

BANDS VARIETY : CABARE
T BIRKENHEAD SI., [FER 8039
LONDON, w.C.0 (Night Ext.)

Callors fy appointiuent only.

GLUBS—MODERN

SPECIAL NOTICES

CLUBS—TRADITIONAL

ALAN SOOTT Jazz Club music for
moderns, Fridays, ** Lord Palmerston,’
"Kilburn, ,

HIGH WYCOMBE, Cadena Hall,
krogmore. EVERY SUNDAY AFTER-
NOON, 3-6 p.m.

studlo fifty-one
studio fifty-one
studlo fifty-one
friday elght o'elock
jimmy SKIDMORE, johnny ROGH!S»
harry KLEIN group,”
saturday seven-thirty
battle of the tenors: kenny GRAMAM,
Jimmy SKIDMORE, jobnny ROGERS
group and TOMMY WHITTLE

sunday
dancing, 7.30 TOMMY
WHITTLE QUINTET starring harry
klein, dill jones, eddie taylor, joe
muddel and jimmy SKIDMORE, keony
GRAHAM, terry BROWN, johnny
ROGERNS.

wednesday seves-thirty
tommy WHITTLE quintet,
SKIDMORE group.

TOM PROBER1T'S “JAZZ IN
LUXURY " CLUR, Horse 8hoe Hotel,
Tottenham Court Road, Mondays, 7.30,
Restdent ¢ ACE of CLUBS ™ BSextet.

PERSONAL

3-6 records,

Jimmy

BRITISH FRIENDSHIY SOCIETY,
¢31, Baker Street, London, N, W.l,
Founded 1940. Memherg everywhere,-=

Write for particulars,

CLUB ANGLO-FRANCAIS. Frensh
Pen-friends,  Kilms, bBusic, Magazine
Exchanges, Philately, Details s.a.8.
2, Aglionby Street, Cartisle.

INTRODUCTIONS, rriendship ot
marriage ; home ur overseas. V.C.U.,
34, Honeywell, London, S.W.11.

ESSENTIAL . Th AfL  BUDDING
MUSICFANS, Eric Gilder's Personai
Postay Course vn the * TIIKORY O
MUSIC,”" Edited. by Tvor Malrants, -
Particulars . GS.D.M, (E),. 15 Wast
Street, London, W.C.2

INSURANCE

ALL MOTUOR INSURANCPE. Lowest
rates, best terms. NO RESTRICTIONS
ON OCCUPATION. W, C. COLLINS
& CO. (Insurance Brokers), 14/18,
Queen Victoria Street. E.C.4. CITY
6875. Our Musical Instrument Insurance
Scheme ailready widely known Rates
£1 per £100 and pro rata; also Life,
Endowment. House Purchase.

MOTOR INSLURANCE, M. A,
MIN S0ad, PREMIUMS BY INSTAL.
M¥NTS I DESIRED.

MUSICAL SERVICES

MUSIC to LYRICS, etc., 38, Sudhury
Aveniie Wembley. WEM 3488,

IKCOME TAX

The
service,
REGent

INCOME rax.
income Tax Advisory
Regent Street, W.1.
Reasonahle iees

INSTRUMENTS FOR SALE

BUY THAT SAXOPHONE or Ciari-
net from Harry Hayes, the saxophone
specialist, Kasy hire purchuse terms.
Three free lessons, Beginners discreetly
advised, 20, Romiily Street, Cambrilge
Circus, W.1. Gerrard 1285.

USED SOLOVOX, Perfect condition,
For cash—reasonable, Box No. 405.

Musicians
T84
8242

with DENNY DENNIS

CLAPHAM BATHS

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18th, 7.45—11.30
The VINCENT ORGANISATION presents
GRAND CHRISTMAS BALL

FRANK WEIR & HIS ORCHESTRA

Tickets in advance, 4 /- from Bassetts {Newsagent) opp. Baths, 5/- at door

(Clapham Manor St.
Clapham Com. Tube)

Dancing to—

Licensed Bars

and Marilyn will be yours.

START THE NEW YEAR RIGHT WITH—

MARILYN MONROE

Give yourself or your friends a treat for Christmas and the rest of
1955—get the world famous MARILYN MONROE artists’ model
calendar card everyone is talking about. A beautiful 10in. x 8in.,
4-colour art plate reproduction of Hollywood’s sensational star
mounted on a 144in. x 9iin. calendar card with 1955 calendar
supplied FREE if requested. Send only a 4s. postal ordey to—

MONROE,
67, CHANCERY LANE -

There's no extra charge for postage.

Ww.C.1

Wo have London's Largest Stoek of sound re-
conditioned instruments to suit all pookets. Alo
Saxes from £5 deposit and 7 /- weekiy. Trumpets

trom £8 deposit and 4/6 weekly, Tull size pro-
fessional model piano-accordions- frcm £18 or

Trombones, Guitars, Clarinets, All these instru-
ments are tully illustrated and desoribed for yon
in our bumper Xmas catalogne. Why not call, or
send mamp lor n copy ~— you will be amazed!
Open all day Saturdays. Top prices pad for

Eoprano,Conn,lull range, 5.P. £15
Tenor, Douchet, G.L., art. .. £38
Tenor, Conn. nly. G.L.. toll 256
Te‘x;?':: Gretsob (U.8.A.), nly.

Boeha, cln. Couture Bh
L.P. . b
Boehm: Clar., Bb..

213

£4.10 deposit and 6/8 weeklyl. all instruments,

Alto, Orsi, L.P., nly. GL. . m Boehm Clar., Conwlc. bnnd
g‘l:o DI!)"‘m nly e hgl Hnew 5.8, Cla l LP. 510

0, Dearmsn, Super, GL. £29 awkes rine

Alto, Rene Guenot, full, 8.F, £26 . STANLEY Rudall Carte 8.5. Clarivet .. £9
Alto, Hawkes, nly. G.L., full £28 Trombone, Boosey, G.L. .. !19
Aito, Selmer Super, Iull .. £48 . E WIS Trombone, Varsity, GL. .. £18
Soprano, Conesnon, Bb, L.P, 213 C Mel. Hawkes, nly, G.L. .. £22
Soprano, Kohlert Full, 8.P. £14 omm Plectrum Model .. 58

66 SHAFTESBURY AVE.,
Dept. £EX.3. LONBON, W.1

GERrard 1575

Quitar Zenith ’Celio

Trunipet, Efkbart USA &9 10
Trumpet, No Name, 8L, .
Trumpet, Lincoln, G.L. £12 10
Trumpet, Sersice Class, lac. £13
Trumpet Jedson, plated alide £14

CI.AREHE'!’S
A\ Ag]

from

~°£2.10!

We take this opportunity of wishing ail
our many clients and friends e Season's ¥
Beat Wisbes,

'l‘rumpet Vuun(.bnnd newl, i

P.jAce., 120 Bass? Hohner, blu' cpl .20 0

P.jJhoe., §ett Sop., 120 bass, white, ]ll . £23
.[Aco.. rontalini, 120 Bass, nac. grill .. £28

ACCORDIONS

STRUMENT.
" | FOR OUR OFFER.

LONDON'S LARGEST CASH PRICES PAID
FOR YOUR UNWANTED MUSICAL
SEFD OR BRIXG ALOXG

IN-

| Crassical

AT FPSOM : Special Guest Band.
(Co-operative Hall, East Street
Saturdays).

COOKS FERRY INN, EDMONTON.
Sunday, December 19th, Great Xmas
Session with HARRY GOLD'S PIECES
OF EIGHT and surprise Guest Artistes,
7 to 10.30, Admisston 3/64d,

CY LAURIN Jazz Clun.  Mac's, Gt
Windmili Street teppusite  Windohi
Theatre) Sundayas  7.30 1) Danging

10 the CY LAULRIE BAND
HOT €LUB OF LONDON. Sunday,
7 p.m. CHRIN BARBER'S Jazzmen,

Shakespeare Hotel. Powis  Street,
Woolwich.

BUMPHREY LYYTELION  ©LLB
merts wvery Mondav, Wednesqay and
Saturday, 100 Osford Street. — Detafts

of cluh from %4, Newman Street, W.)
LAN 5861

SATURDAY JAZZ. December 18th,

Artiilery H~use tbhar-room), Bro—ley
Road, Catford. Party with PDAVE
CAREY Band and guests, 7.30—
11.3¢ p.m.

SOUTHERN JAYZ CLUB, 840. High
Roat Levtonstone, fridays. ERIC
SILK'S Southern Jazzband.

SOUTH FSSEX RHYTHM CILAUB,

'* Greyhound.’* Chadwell Heath., Gala
Night next Mdnday, 7.45 p.m., present-
ing guest celebrity SID  PHILLIPS,
backed by the KENNY BaLL CHICA-
GOANR,

SOUTH 1LONDON. Christmas Party,

7.30 — Midnight ; bar : refreshments.
DAVE CAREY Band, BERYL
BRYDEN, Guests. MONDAY. Dec.

20th, Amersham Arms, New Cross (opp.
Station).

STUDIt) 51 Monday 1.30: R KN
COLYER, New Orlenns Jazz Ciub.
SANDY BROWN JAZZRBRAND.

WO0OD GREEN (Fishmongers Arms).
Saturdav: FKilming Furope's greatest
Trads THF, CHRIS BARRER BAND {
Sundav: RONNIE STON¥'S DIXIE-
LANDERS. Tueeday: PARENTS
PARTY NIGHT--THFE STAN SOWDEN
JAZ7Z ACES. Mernhers and Parents—
Admlission Free,

TUiTION

ARCHIE, SLAVIN for Guitar jessons.
or Dance. Beginners wel-
comed. PAD (970,

AUBREY FRANKS personal tuition.
Ajto, Tenor Saxes and Clarinet, s.a.e.—
192, The White House Regent’s Park,
N.W.1, El!'Ston 1200, Ext. 192

CENTRAI SCHOOL  OF DANCE
MURIC offers INDIVIDUAL tuition
under Britalns lwading Musicians.
Harmony and Ear Training a speclality.
Puptla under personal supervision of
Principal IVOR MAIRANTS CON-
SULT OUR FREE INSTRUMENTAL
ADVICE  BURFAU AND Save
MONEY. Nearest to personal tuition s
the Tvor Mafrant's Guitar Postal Course.
Apph C.5.D.M.. 15, West Street, Cam.
bridge Cireus, TEM 3373/4.

DBRUM Tuitlon, beginners or advanced
MAUR!CE PLACOUET. SB8HE 5485,

FRANKIE KING. Drum Lessons—
BAY 4508

FRUEDDY CLAYTON —trumpet tulilon
MA} 8220,

wu-‘mw STAFF
Orehestra).  Trumpet

(Woolf
Tuitlon.

Pnillips
GLA

HARRY HAVES for the Bnest saxo-
phone and clarinet tultion. Beginnars to
advanced sections coached. Succass

guaranteed. 20 Romilly Street, W.1.
GER 1285,

JOIINNY SHAKFSPEAREK, trumpet
tuitfon adv./beg. 51, West Kensington
Mansions, W.14. FUL 863Y. enquiries
5.30—8 p.m.

POPULAR VOCALISTS + ARNOLD
ROS  speciatlses o training singers for

BAND, RADIO and STAGE careers.
Record of 8uccesses with ali puplls
fully trained is guarantee of your suc-
cess, Recording equipment. Beginners
given every encouragement, Licensed
Theatricai Agency. Tei.: PARk 5199 for
audition.

STUDENT ORCHESTRA : PHONE
FREDDY STAFF. GLA 7516,

INSTRUMENT REPAIRS

ACCORDION — ACKNOWLEDGED
ACE TUNER ~ KEXCLUSIVE TUNER
to FOLLENFSEN
the World's greatest Accordionist —
NIELSEN, 4. Denmark Street, W.C.2

TEM 5641,

NHARRY HAY*S - Hepal
univesrsally accepted as the best and
most  economical {n treat 8ritain ;
lacquering a speclality.—20, Romiily
Street (Camhridge  Circus). W.1.
Gerrard 1285.

HOHNER-—complete reoalt service for
Accordions and Chromatic Harmonicas.
Expert craftsmen,—Hohner (NME), ¢,
l‘?ar;-ingdon Road. E.C.L. HOL 8850,

Service 18

RECORDS WANTED:

PERRY COMO Deiletions, to complete
collection Box No. 403,

< PIANI¥T, Plekse contaet HAMpstead

NOTIFICATION OP

VACANCIES ORDER, 1982
Engagement of . persons answeting
these advertiseinenis must be made
through the local office of the
Ministry of Labow or Scheduled
Employment Agency if she applicant
is a mar 18-64 inclusive, or a woman
aged 18-59 inclusive, unless otherwise
excepied from the provisions of the
Notification of Vacancies Order 1952,

ENGAGEMENTS WAKTED

ACCORDIONINT/PIANINT PHO 4542,
ALTO, TENOR. GRA 824y,
ARTHUNK SkillidG, drummer, and
BREYN RICIBARDS, piano, 96, Claren-
don Wav . st Paul's Crav. Kent.
CHARLEIE WINTEIN,, Bass,
availate: HKL 2132 after 6 pom,
DRUMMER. ¢ar  CAM 2004

8/0.

15 WEST ST.,

Top of the Poll!

FOLLOW HIS
LEAD

WITH

THE

TRUMPET
MOUTHPIECE

é%

i AUTOGRAPHED

36/5 (plus &d. postage)

EE.SSOIL

LONDON, W.CJ. Tem. 9ot 8

GERRY: McLOUGHLIN, vacant

Cnristmas and New Year's Eve, No

rubbish.—STA 8888.

2558, 3
PIANIST, first-class ; read / busk.
Free New Year's Eve. GRA 8249.
TENOR/CELRAS, Free anee, Dinners,
Dances, BUC 0029.

" MUSICIANS WANTED

LEAD ALTO
Reliance 1582,

WANTED, Planist deubling Aeccor-
dlon. First class readers only. Germany,
12 weeks. Letters only, Box No. 404.

required. Phone:

TERRY ALLEN’S

(Ex - Flywelght Worid Champlon)

MOIERNMR’S

% CLUB

123, GREFK SI Ill"l"'l'
COMPTON STREET w.1l.
Open daily 3-11. Sun., I p.m,
DANCINUG, CABARET, LIO. BAR
Flash Winston & Laurie Morgan

SITUATIONS VACANT

MARINE MOUNTINGS LTD.; North
Wroughton, Wilits, have vacanctes in
their Military Band for Oboce, B flat |
Clarinet, Bassoon, Cormet and Trombaone
players, together with a situatfon tn the
Works as Machine Operators or Viewers,
Excellent conditions; good bonus earns
fngs possible, together with Band re-
taining fee. Good prospects for men
anxfous to make progress ip engineering.

BANDS

ABROAD/HOME, Season's Greetings
from Freddy Gordon & Orchestra, 15,
Sheiley Street, Northampton.

ACCOMPLISHED BANDS, PRO 4542,

BERTIE MASON TRI; Menday t0
Thursday: CAN 2005

MELONOTES. 3-8 plece—ADV (871
tevenings),

QUARTET AVAILABLE. N,Y.E, Odd
dates, HAM 1072 after 7 p.m.

QUARTET, transporl. FiNchley 1819.

RON STANLEY Trio. BRI 9322.

RECORDIKG

QUEENSWAY PRIVATE RECORD-

ING STUDIOS, Large studios—mob!ie
—tape to disestape, etc.—123, Queenas-
way, W.2. BAY 4992,
REGENT SOUND STUNUS, RALrN
KLMAN directing the finest studio up
West-—for quick and satisfylng service
tape to dlsc—disc to tape. For a=o-
fessional and privats recording. Planiat
o group can he supplied. 4, Denmark
‘Street. W.C.2. TEM 6739,85850.

TAFE T DISC Recording Service

Belding and Bennett Recordings, 953,
Woodcote "Road, Wallington, Surrey.
WAL 7600,
FAN CLUBS
EDDIL . FISHER : Kathy Mason,
s.a.e.,, 160. Shrewsbury Road, Forest
Gate, E.T.
JAZZ RECORDS

DO YOU LIVE IN CATFORD ¢ Then
your record dealer i{s Paynes Music
Shop,- 213, Bromley Road, J.R.R.A., of
course,

JAZZ RECORDS and books bouxnt
and sold — best prices from the best
shop.—THE INTERNATIONAL BOOd-
SHOP. 52, Charing Cross Road. W.C.2.
Pnona - TEM 2315—ask for Jimmy
Asman,

ADEAL GIFT

DIRECTORY & DIARY

1 1,500 ENTRIES DIARY 1933
USEFUL TUNES INFORMATION
& FACILITIES, 1ATE TRANSPORT

E.

ESS8ENTIAL TO EVERY DANCE
MUSICIAN IN S.E, ENGLAND.
Most helpful and interesting to all
others.

POST 5/9 FREBR
f.ondon Swing World, 13 City R4.EC1

—-CLUB ANGLO-FRANCAIS-

French or English Pen-friends, 16-63
Introductions, Marriage.
Highest Testimonials,
Music, Films, Phiiatety,
Magazine Exchanges.

Sport,

Details, stampeqd addressed enveiope
to: 2, AGLIONBY NT., CARLISLE

E

.s
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Bappy
Christmas

and every good wish
for the
NEW YEAR
to all Cabaret Artistes,
Dance Band Leaders
and Musicians
from

MECCA
AGENCY .,

&

e

A

. -

We offer
8 speciallsed
service a n d
arranges  confl-
dentia) deferrved
payments for these
modern, Invisible aids
to better vision,

Send for detalls and brve descrip-
tive Booklet to Dept. 187C

CORNEALCONTACT
LENSES LTD

Crown Chambers, 8, ALBION 8T.,
LEKDS 1. Telephone 25232

Consulting Rooms at Loundon, Bristel,
Cardift, Birmingham, Derby, New-

castle, Qiasgow and main centrea.

= e

CLASSICAL
PHOTOGRAPHS

FEMALE figure —Poses, Classics,
Pin-ups, and every typc of
glamour photograph supplied |
to bona-fide cnllettol's.l
artists and sculptors.

Prices from 2s. 6d. tv £10.

s.a.e. for fuller details. statin~ age

to _
BCM /NUS, London. W.C.1|

RECORDS FOR SALE

FLAT SPIN is a pocket-size Charing
X Road, a tidy journey from town we
admit—but it's fantabulous selection of
new/used LP/78's guarantee's satisfac-
tion. OPENING LATE THROUGHOUT
XMAS WEEK for YOUR pleasure ! 556,
Romford Road, Manor Park Broadway,
E.12,

EUROPE'S BIGGEST
BAND BOOKER

ED. W. JONES

THEATRICAL, VARIETY
& CONCERT DIRECTION

(Member of the Agoents® Assuclatlon)
20, REYNOLDS ROAD,
NEW MALDEN,SURREY

rt‘wnz v Blerwent 2442 (three Hnes)

Telegranis & Cables :
¥ JAZZ " Phene, Londen.

send it to us with your remittance.

NAME

Why not ask your Newsagent to reserve a copy of the NME each week ?
In the event of any difficulty, complete the subscription form below and

COPY EACH FRIDAY MORNING BY POST.

Please enter my name as a subscriber,
commencing with your next issue :—

YOU CAN MAKE SURE OF YOUR

ADDRESS... o

(BLLOCK CAPITALS)

Tick perlod required! 12' months (30/-) 6 months {15/} .
Post to "New Musical Express,” B Denmark Street, W.C.3

FIGURE-STUDIES
PIN-UPS

of London’s most beautiful and
glamorous models and show
girls — sparkling glossy
photographs that are a
delight to possess:

10" x 8" sample 5/- post free
S.AE. FOR FULL DETAILS OF OUR
SERVICE 10

Studio 115, Guanershyry Lane,-W.3

Doc Hunt says:

boy friend or hushand 7

Premier No, | Side Drums . .
Drununers’ Stools .
Bass Drum Pedals . . .
Hi-Hat Pedails , . hest ever
Spurs . , . fong pattern . . . best ...
Tom-Tom holders , , . all angles ...
Sticks . all patterns . , . rattlers
Brushes (351) ., . swish ! swish ! ...
Ioldall Case . . . bags of room ...
Cymbal Stang and Tilt t' please -
Side Drum Stand , . . solid support ...
Doc’s Blimp Practice Pads . .
18~ Siandard Zyn for “'top’’
Bongoes . .

» White as Christmas

catnlogue per return,

10/11 Archer St., Shaftesbury A“z:._.

A MERRY XMAS TO YOU ALL'!
Come aloag, iadles, how about that Christmas present for your

World beaters
What a reiief
Oh, so smooth ! .

. the ideal presem
. « “tip toppers’

Heads, l)rmnmeru' Fltilngs of e\el:; descﬂptlon nnd -m ltems from. the i
All selected by Me and guaranteed to please |

L. W. HUNT DRUM CO. LTD. |

THE DRUMMERS'
London,
89

Party Time

e rou om0 £24 O 0

= o RO esi ) 4
== LN TR Ol
o mre o ore 8 SUSEY 4T Ay
ot ose ose oas £ 2 4
BN S . S £1 6 8|
1 8
aer £ 1 4

$B3u s

£© 7 4

e £1 19 6

e mee . £810 0O

£11 14 8

HEADQUARTERS {
W,1, (behind Apcilo Theatre) J :
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CHAPLIN'S THEME FROM ‘MODERN TIMES'

ILE

¥ 4

SOMEBODY

PARTS READY SOON :

BOURNE MUSIC LTD.

21 DENMARK STREET,
LONDON, W.C.2

PROWSE AUGMENT — Bumiped
into Cyril Shane of Keith Prowse
the other day. Cyril tells me that
everyone is settling down nicely
the new KP premises at 90, New
Bond Street. Latest recruit to the
firm is  arranger—MD  Jackie
Brown, who has been placed under
contract as staff arranger

* x

TWO NORMANS—TWO SONGS
~—The new Normun Wisdom pic-
ture *“Onc_Good Turn " opened
last night (Thursday) at the Odeon,
Leicester Square, and is bound to
be a tremendous . Christmas
attraction for holiday crowds.

" Included in the score for the
film are two songs * Please,
Opportunity © by Norman Wisdom
himself. and * Take A Step In The
Right Direction.” by Norman
Newell. Wisdom has recorded
both numbers for Philips. and if
the film is as successful as was
* Trouble In Store,” hoth Normans
can lock forward to a Very
Happy New Year indeed !

* * * :

STARS FOR ‘STAR IS BORN
PREMIERE—Further to our com-
ments the other week about “A
Star Is Born,” it looks as though
Warners are determined to make
the premiere the most brilliant
star-studded film occasion London
has known for years.

It is hoped to recreate scenes
like those at the beginning of the
fitm, with searchlights outside the
theatre and interviews with the
stars as they arrive being broadcast
to the crowds
" As  Judy Garland hersclf 1
infanticipating, she won’t be  able
to make the trip, but we belicve
James Mason may be flying over
for the occasion
i *

*

DEAR OLD PALS — Recently
broadcasting with Cyril Stapleton
and the Show Band were vocalist
Denny Dennis and comedian Sam
Costa. This * reunion ** must -have
stirred up manv war-lime meniories
“for Cyril. Denny and Sam, as they
were altogether in the same RAF

dance unit when serving in the
Shetlands.
* * *

PARTY PACKET—With Wini-
fred Atwell’s recording of * Let's
Have Another Party © sclling like
hot cakes everywhere. Francis Day
and Hunter—who  publish  the
songs contained in the selection
which Winnie plays on the record
—are offering a special Christmas
pack, containing a copy of the
record, a copy of the words and
music, and a coloured picture of

Winnie, tor only 7s.

The whole thing . is ~ attractively
wrapped in cellophane with
Christmas sealing tape, and makes
an ideal gift for an Atwell fan

And it's a smart idea on the
part of the F. D.-and H. staff

too.
* * *

STORM SUFFERERS—Victim of
the severe storm which swept over
London recently was well-known
trombonist Jock Bain. His Willesden
house was struck by lightning which
caused a large chimney stack to crash
through the roof tearing a gaping
hole seven feet wide in one of the
rooms.

Fortunately, no one was in the
room at the time and the local fire
brigade worked on until 2 a.m clear-
ing the deb-is and helping to make
temporary repairs against the howl-
ing wind and rain. Incidentally, 208
disc jockey Geoffrey Everitt’s
Golders Green home was also
severelv damaged by havoc

RONNIE HILTON (H.M.V.),

For Your Christmas Hit Parade

VENIVIDEVIG

Recorded by

JOE LOSS (H.M.V.), RAY MARTIN (Coiumbia)
FIVE SMITH BROS. (Decca), THE GAYLORDS (Mercury)

DAWN Al

NIGHT — Appearning
in West End cabaret this week is
vocal star Julic Dawn. Julie is de-
lighting audiences at the fashionable
Selby’s restaurant in Hanover St..
W., this week and I understand has
several London cabaret dates lined-

up.
* * *

BYE BYE GUY — Great efforts
were made to arrange for Guy
Mitchell to undertake a farewell
broadcast with the Show Band last
Monday. but. unfortunately. as Guy
was-due to leave for America on the

DICK JAMES (Pariophone)

JO STAFFORD and

INDISCRETION

following day it just could not be
done. Pity, as he was such a success
in his last appearance in the show

* * x*
BRIGHT RAY—It is nice to hear
that vocalist Ray Burns is getting
some well-deserved breaks. Follow-
ing his recent successful broadcasts
with the Show Band. Ray has scored

LIBERACE (Phitips)

TILL YOU

VAL VALENTE (Phitips)

quite a hit with his recordings. on the
latest of which he receives finé vocal
backing from the Coronets ably
accompanied by Eric Jupp and his
Orchestra.

* * *

BUSY BIRKBY—Had a long and

DAPHNE BOYD

Seasonal Greetings

from

FRANK PATTEN

and all at

DASH MUSIC CO. LTD.

17 BERNERS ST., LONDON, W.1

interesting chat with Arthur Birkby,
well-known saxophonist who was
formerlv with Geraldo. Jack Payne,
1 Joe Loss and who latterly led  his
own octet regularly on the air
Arthur is now fronting his own
band which comprises. three saxes.
three rhvthm. one trumpet and two
vocalists and plays regular dates every
week at the Castle Hotel. Richmond :
Bull Hotel. Sheen. and the Park
Hotel. Hanwell |
Apart from his bandleading activi-
ties. Arthur continues to carry on
freelance, arranging and still does
quite a lot of work for Chappell’s.

BERNIE FENTON

MUS 7475-6-7-8

| i, R R R O O O R R R R G

== Goggip =

sbove: Whii befter presemt tor
santa Claus to bring glamorous
Mercury recording star Patti Page
than a * Mama Doll,” in cele-
bration f the success of her fine
recording of the song ?

Left: Vera Lynn (right), is the
zuest star in Granada Cinemas’
‘ Babes in the Wood,” which
opens on December 27 at Tooting.
Sally Barnes (left) and Hal Monty
(at back) are a'so featured.

- with whom he was associated as staft

arranger for a long time. Inciden-
tally, Arthur would be pleased to
meet any of the boys should they
wish to call in any of the above
mentioned hotels when he is appear-
ing.

* * *

A-PAUL-ING !'—That great Cana-
jian vocal group, the Johunny Pau!
Irio, were some weeks ago promise
1 TV spot on “Ga'rison Theatre™
‘or Saturday, December 18. “We'll
send the contract on to you." said
the BBC.

A week or so later came a phone
:all from the BBC * Sorry, but your
TV spot has been cancelled.” No
xplanations. Just * cancelled.”

In this week's *“Radio Times”
there is the programme for to-
morrow's  (Saturday’'s) ** Garrison
[heatre ”* programme No Johnny
Paul Trie. but—the Hedley Ward
Trio.

This is just one ot the tough breaks
that the Johnny Paul Trio are getting.
No wonder ticy are talking of break-
ing up

* * %*

THANKS FROM DON — The
NME had an interesting letter from
Don Cornell’s manager. Mannie
Greenlfield, recentl

“ Don and | will always consider
your paper as Don's ~staunchest
booster on your side of the Atlantic.”
said Mannie.  * My .sincere thanks
for. your wonderful co-operation in
behalf of Don ™

Don arrives in Britain on o1 about
March 15 .to commence the variety
tour details of which have already
been given in the NME.

* * *

FAN MAIL FOR MORLEY—
Within a tew days of our publishing
a story about Dennis Morey, the
singing window-dresser of = High
Street, Tooting, Dennis had received
over ﬁft{l letters from fans wanting
autographs and photogiaphs

Now we hear that several manage-
ments are interested in this lad. and
one or two offers have already been
made for him to embark on a full-
time professional career. There are
even whispers that Ted Heath may
be interested.

It seems to us that this might be
a very good idea, too. for as a pos-
sible successor to Dennis Lotis, the
other Dennis has got the same type
of first-class visual appeal, as well as
having a zood singzing voice into the
bargain

* x *

GENEROUS EDDIE — When the
* Off The Record™ show closed at
the Victoria Palace on Saturday might :
after five months in Blackpoo! and ;
one in London, star of the show
Eddie Calvert presented huge bou-
quets of flowers to the principal
tadies of the cast

In addition, every member of the|
cast received a gift from Eddie ; not

e

OUR THANKS TO—-

not forgetting

_BILL COTTON, TED RAY & AUDREY JEANS, STARGAZERS,
LEONARD HENRY, GLADYS HAY,
PAUL MARTIN, STAN WYLLIE, HARRY PARRY

and RADIO LUXEMBOURG

JACK WHITE, FRANK BARON,

DIANA DECXER on Columbia Records and -FRANKIE
HOWERD on Decca Records for -aying *he magic word

“ABRA-CA-DABRA”

SOUTHERN MUSIC PUBLISHING CO. LTD.

8 Nanmark ~'-2et. ' andon, WC.2

TEM 4524

ven the line of chorus girls was
nissed out.

Celeb-ating - afterwards ai the
Coconut Grove, Eddie continued in
this generous vein by buving a
“ottle of whisky for the members of
‘he Edmunde Ros Orchestra. . And
when Edmundo introduced Eddie to
‘he patrons the Golden Trumpet
nan found himself signing auto-
yraphs for scores of people. including
"ord Bere<ford.

* ¥ *
GENEROUS AL — When Al
Aartino concluded his seven-month
Sritish tour with two concerts at
Jarking last Sunday, he marked the
xccasion by giving away practically
1\l his stage clothes

Drummer Don Delaney, who has
veen one of the musicians touring
~ith Al throughout the seven months
e has been here, was the lucky
recipient of Al's dress suit ; dress
shoes, bow-tie, cuff-links and tie clip
:Il went to grateful fans at the stage
oor.

* * *

SCRIPT MATERIAL—Chatting to
* Take It From Here * scriptwriter
Denis Norden the other day, I was
interested to hear that he's a regular
NME reader every week

Apparently, he finds us invaluable
for topical material about Tin Pan
Alley. and any readers who listen to
this popular radio show—or the
Braden show, with which Denis is
alsp concerned—will know that some
of the funniest material is that deal-
ing-with popular recordings and per-
sonalities in the music business.

%* *
ASMAN OPENS UP Bearded.

garrulous Jimmy Asman achieves a

life ambition next Monday (20th),
when he opens his own emporium
devoted exclusively to jazz records at
New Row just off London's St
Martin’s Lane,

For years past—jointly with many
othet activities — Asman. jazz
columnist and vehement champion of
“purist™ jazz, has sold the records of
his favourite music from No:th of
Oxford to South of Oxford Street.
Now, at last, he has a place which is
unique .n that it is “unashamedly a
jazz shop.”

To make James compietely nappy.

Lord Donegal will perform next
Monday’s openine ceremony at [1
a.m,, and both Humphrey Lyttelton
and Johunny Dankworth will try to
eet along

* » *

MURRELLS BACK.—Back in the
publishing fold after several months’
absence- is exploitation. man Norman
Murrells, who joined the staff of
Maddox Music this week, He recently
returned from a continental trip
during which time he acted as piano
accompanist for U.S. Army shows
. Norman is, of course. well known
in the Alley as a song writer!’ A
recent hit of his, composcd with his
father, Joe Murrells, was ‘] Know
You're Mine." recorded by Dickie
Valentine. Cleo U.aine and Befty
Driver

* * *

SOCCER STARS—Your Alley Cat
spotted a number of musical per-

-sonalities at the Arsenal maich with

Charlton on Saturday.

Looking around. | could see
Robert Earl; Cyril Shane; the Bill
Cottons, senior and junior; Mr. and
Mrs Johnnv Johnsten, Alma Coean,

-Bilty Ternent. Jimmy Phillips, I.eslie

Grade. Will Collins. Bernard Delfont,
Bill Phillips. Geofirey Everitt,
Maurice Kinn, etc

It was Alma'’s first-ever soccer
match and. if she can't tell a waltz
from a tango, onc hopes she can tell
football from cricket )

* * *

MUSIQUE POUR YOUS—Latest
** Mood Music * LP to be issued in
America by RCA Victor is of “Music
for Courage and Confidence—which
gocs into -the calalogues dlongsido
such ntriguing titles as *“*Music to
Work or Study By,” *Music For
Two People Alone™ and “Music For
Faith and Inner Calm.”

Perhaps it's not too much to expect
that one day we'll be hearing of an
LP “called “Music for Thosc Who
Don’'t Wan: to Listen ™ ?

%*

* %*
TORME TRY-OUT—1 hear Mel
Torme has made himself a whole
heap of new friends with a new-style
act he’s trying out in cabaret.

PICKWICK |

ANOTHER NEW "HIT” SONG

“THE FINGER OF SUSPICION”’

Recorded by DICKIE VALENTINE on Decca

LEEDS |

"TEACH ME TONIGHT"

Recorded by ANNE SHELTON on HMV also
NAT 'KING' "OLE on Capitol
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ORCHESTRATIONS NOW READY OF —

WHEN

Recorded by AL MARTINO (Capitol)
BOBBIE BRITTON (Decca)

MAMA

DONT

CRY AT MY
WEDDING

Recorded by JONi1 JAMES (M.G.M.)

- ASIA MINOR

Recorded by WINIFRED ATWELL (Phillps)
TED HEATH (D~zca)
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