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ABOVE: Cuught buckstuge at the Chrixtm Day * Sunday Night At The Palladiom * ATV show, Hob tope tells of his Iceland experlences to (1. fo r.): Tommy Trinder,
Yic Damone und Pier Angell. AROVE CENIRE: If's welcome to song-star Eurtha Kltt, who is now in London. ABOVE RIGNHT: Frank Sinatra ag he appears in his
lutest film (not yet seen here), “ The Man With The Golden Arm.” BELOW LIKFT: At the Christruus Varicty Club lunch, the * Fulry on the Christmas Tree ” comes to
life for the benefit of (). to r): Jimmy Grant, Cyril Stapleton, Henry 1lall, Munfosuni; Frunk Barnes, Bob Browo, Cliff Adams and Put Doncuster. CENTRE: Almu

Cogan and Duve King as they appear in the Ohiswick Empire o

pantomime * Aladdin.? RELOW RIGHT : Joe Henderson ut the - -

piano, gets the party going at the Peter Muaurice Christmas get-ftogether, In the group are Glen Mason. Alex
Herhage, Petula Clurk, Jimmy Phillips, Kileen 1son, Alun Freeman, Ken Flower und Brenda Johinson,
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SMASH HIT OF 1956 — * * % %
Recorded by

P T fR P o2y Vs FRANKIE LAINE (Philips)

TR EDMUNDO ROS (Decca)

g d 1Y = 7 EDMUND HOCKRIDGE (Nixa)

JOHNNY DESMOND (Vogue-Coral)
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Recorded by
TENNESSEE ERNIE FORD (Capitol)
MICHAEL HOLLIDAY (Col)
RED SOVINE (Brunswick)
LARRY CROSS (Embassy)
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The musical yea

READER'S view of what
wenl on in popular music in

1955 comes from MAUREEN
PAVIS, of North Allington, Brid-
port, Dorset, She writes ;

Musically speaking, you might say
1955 came in with. o grung and went
oul with a howl. It staried with the
mambo and {ke rhythm-and-blues,
and finished with ﬁnimr-spanglcd
cowboy songs and falk ballads.

. I've yet 10 be “ educaled up ' 10
r-and-b, but | can hardly wait for
more colourful offerings by the Hill-
tt?mpers, Frankie Laine, Biily Vaughn,
0id Uncle Slim Whitman and all.
So much for the music—what
about the musicians ? Well, 1955 has
helped to prove my theory that pop
music is nowadays being designed 10
be listened 1o, as well as danced to.

This, t feel, is a good thing. Afier
all, if we have to convince the high
bats that pop music it more than
something to light the fire with, it
must  have colour, hLheart and
personality. It mustn’t be. just a

series of rhythms sirung  together
and  accompanied
Iyric.

by an imbecile

with a

Leader-composers like Mantovani,
Leroy Anderson and Miich Miller,

have done much (o promete pop
music in _this way. ho knows,
cthaps  Stan  Freburg and  Spike

ones will sec the light and give us
somcething soulful !

Individuality

PHILIP SMITH writes from /Hilt
Crest, Whitehuven, Cumberland ;

I see that your correspondent Brian
Ayers (Talkyng Points, December 9)
has repeated the error made a few
months ago hy an NME writer with
regard 10 the Geraldo version of
* The British Grenadiers.”

They allege this 10 be a copy of
Sauter-Fincgan's “Doodletown
fifers,” | would like 10 point out
that ahhouﬁh this is a recent Geraldo
recording, 1 first heard it played by
the orchestra in March, 1953, which
s som¢ time before  the  Sauter-
Finegan arrangement in question.

Your correspondents are quick 10

T ——

A Christmay get-together at Philips Records’ party shows th. to r.):

Pete Murray, David Jacobs and Wally Stot¢ having what looks like
. a serious diseussion,

howl!
) TALKING POINTS {

Conducted by

CHARLES GOVEY

praise any cxhibitionist who appears
on ih¢ musical scene. Bul the
Geraldo Orchestra retains s indivi-
duality and deesn't pander to the
superficial 1astes of some of your
rcaders.

Welcome back, Jo

Reuder Y. SNOWDON, of Dilston
Ihaugh,  Corbridge-on-Tyne, Nort-
homberinnd, writes :

It was wonderful to see lovely Jo
Stafford’s name back in the best-
sellers with * Suddenly There's A
Valley.” Since “You Belong To
Me ' Jo seems to have been very
much pushed into the hackground by
the majority of popular music lovers.

It is only on very rare occasions
that she has a reeord reviewed i the
NME, and we never see a photo-
i‘raph of her. Even " Make Loave
To Me,” which sold over a million
in the Siates, failed to reach the
NME lists.

All this is a constant source of
amazement to me, and I can only
ask why. Perhaps "Suddenly
There's A Valley ™ is the beginnin
of a come-back for Miss Staflord.
sincerely fvope so, for the unigue
beauty of her voice is still unrivalled
amongst popular vocalists,

The Freshmen

M. CARLESS, of
West  Bromwich,

Essex
Staffs,

MISS
Avenue,
writes:

The Four Freshmen are one of my
ideals in popular music and jazz, so
you can imagine my delight at read-
ing Kecith Goodwin's article
{December 16). G

Now I know what they Took like.
This had baflled me before ithe
article appeared, for on one or two
of their records they sound very
much like a coloured group.
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THE GREATEST BRITISH MUSIC
PUBLICATION EVER PRESENTED!

the Sturs and about them —

FRANK SINATRA
RUBY MURRAY
BILLY ECKSTINE
ERIC DELANEY
JIMMY YOUNG
JACK PARNELL
BOB MERRILL
BUNNY BERIGAN
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On onc ol Lheir discs, it states
Frankie Carlson us being the
drummer with the group—I presume
this to be the Frank Carlson wh
has recorded with Pete Rugolo.,

%y the way, T wonder how many
readers remember the Freshmen on
the Luxembourg programme, * The
Capito] Show.” They mude only
rare  appearances, but
impact they made !

Nothing new

MAURICE FPLDMAN writes
from King Lane, Alwoodley Ihrk,
Leeds @

Il the Alley Cat thinks that the
Kentones have pliched one of the
Stargazers’ rouiines, as he stated in
his column on December 9, then he
is barking up the wrong vocal group.

As u keen fan of the Kentoncs, )
happen to know that they have been
doing this arrangement” for some
lour years, and previously did It on
IV about a year ago,

what an

Sax stvle
STAN  WORTHINGTON, of
Bridgwood Road, Blythe -Bridge;

Stoke-on-Trent, writes:
Congratulations, NME, on a fine
tribute Lo Joe Loss. Ilis carcer is
certainly an achievement which even
the most critical must admire. It
has taken drive and disciptine to
keep the band so well drilled as we

find it today,

The notable feature & the Loss
Orchestra is the sax tton. The
fact that Danny Miller has been with
the band for 25 years could have
some bearing on this, I suppose.

Over the 15 years that my Joe
l.oss records cover (don't be misled,
| have obtained the ecarlicr ones in
the last cigat or nine years), I've
noticed that the sax secction has
always been smooth and mellow.

This particular style used to be
widely used in reed seciions, thanks
to Glenn Miller's introduction of it,
no doubt. But it appears to be
becoming a thing of the past, much
lo my regret.

British bands on AFN

MISS A. EADIE, of Brocklelinrst
A Y‘(' nne, Maccleslield, Cheshire,
wries:

On AFN * Instrumenial Mood ™ a
few: weeks ago, the announcer said
he  was introducing some o
America’s tuB_hnnds, which included
Artie Shaw, Billy May, Ray Anlhony
—and Ted Heath,

Although it may be a great com-
pliment for-Ted to be classed with
Amcrican bands, | do not sce why it
should not have heen mentioned that
his was a British band.

After that, they played a record
of Ambrosc’s, Why Touldn’t they
admit that some British bands are as
good as theirs ?

‘Voice of America’

COLIN JOSE writes from

Tresavna Terruce, Falmouth :
! would ke to draw the attention

r goes out

A host of celebrities at the EMI Christmas Purty include the Kentones,
Ron Goodwin, Bert Weedon, Alma Warren, Dick James, Basvil Kirchln,
TFony Mansell, etc.

of NME readerss who like Amecrican
bands (o the programme broadcast
every  evening  over ™ Voice of
Amcrica " on 31.58 metres.

Irom 7 to 8 p.m. it features dance
music and from 8 to 9 p.m. jazz.
The bands include those of Good-
man, lernwin, Miller, B r o w n,
Armstrong, Kenton, Muay, Anthony
ang Flanagan,

The programme somcetimes includes
British bands, notably Ted Heath,

David and opera
JOHN WATERFIELYD) writes from
Avondale Terrace, Devonport,
Plymouwth :
I cerainly agree with Brenda
Steels (Talking Points. December 16)

that David Whitfield shauld record
the songs that were associated with
the late Richard Tauber.

I believe Pmoright in saying that
David is a great admirer of Tauber,
so what could be betrer than to sing
bis songs ? I cerlainly think he
would do justice to them.

I am not so sure abour opera. [
don’t think he is as good as Harry
Secombe, but, perhaps, the experi-
ment would be worth trying.

1 .sec Harry's record is in the
Top ‘I'wenty,  which supports my
view that people who fallow popular
music are not, by any means, the
musical morons thal some people
think they are. f

SUNDAY
A.M, 7 Sunday Clircus; 9,05 Fine Arts
String  Quartet; 9,30 Negro College

Choir.
.M. 12,30 Matinee from Berehies-
gaden; 2 Highway of Melody; 3.30

Songs by Dini; 1.30 Request Parade;
508 Gordon MncRae: 5.30 Our Migs
Brooks: 6 Biographles in Sound; 8.30

f § Hollywood Radio Theatre; 0.25 Sports

Night Cap; 11.08 Melody Go '‘Round.

MONDAY
M. 12 Open ifouse; 2.08 Btick
buddy Jamhoree: 2,30 Matinee; 8

Bavarian Holidoy, 4 All Time Record
Hits; 5 Bob Crusby; 8 Orange Bowi
Game; 10.30 Castle; 11,05 Late Request
Show,

TUESDAY

A.M. 5.08 Hliybilly Gasthaus; B Bing
Crosby; 8.30 Tonnessee Ernie; (.05
Merely Music; 10 SBhow Care,

"M, 12 Martin Block; 1 Outpost
Concert; 2.05 Stickbuddy Jamboree; 3
Military Minstrel; 4 Requests; § Perry
Como; 6 Music In the Alr; 8.30 Muslo
from Amerien; .45 Mood for Moderns;
10.05 Alan Holmer & Orch,; 11,05 Late
Request Bhow.

2]

'FULL PROGRA

8 Glenn Miller Memorles; 6,18
Oviltineys Cancert Party; 6.30 Primo
6.45 Fraankle Lalne: 7 Empire

Atwell Bhow; 8 Vera Lynn; 8.30
Take Your Pick; 9 Five Smith Brothers:

1 9.16 Movie Parade; 9.30 There'n Magic

In Musie; 10 Time for a Bong: 10,30

Bing Sings; 10.45 Btanley Biack; 11
Top Twenty; 12 The Cnapitol Show.
12,30 Closs down.

MONDAY

6 Monday Requests; 7 Spread Your
Wings;. 7,16 Dan Dare; 7.0 Handful
of 8iars; 8 The Pajama Game; 8.30
Ken Mackintosh; 8 Your Plctura Show;
9.30 John Dark; 9,48 Bcrapbook of
8ong; 10 Jack Jackson; 10,30 Around
The Ol Piano; 10.456 1 Golta Record;
11 Talking Polnts; 11.08 The Bible
Chrigtian Programme; 11.15 Frank and

€rnest; 11,30 The World Tomorrow.
Midnight: Close down.
TULSDBAY

8 Tuesday's Requests; 7 Penguin

Parade; 7.15 Dan Dare; 7.30 Joe Loss !

and Oroh,; 7.15 Issy Bonn; 8 Double
Your Money; 8.30 Jrankie Vaughan
and Lila Roza; 9.05 Tuesday Date;
0.15 Your 8ong Parade; 9.0 John
Dark; 0.45 #riends gl Nelghbours; 10
Donpald Peers; 10,30 Erig Delaney & his
Band; 10.45 Fddle Calvert; 11 Revival
Time; 11.30 ‘Orsl Roberts, Miduight:
Close down.
WEDNESDAY

6 Wednesday’s Requesls; 7 Accordion
'fime; 7.15 Dan Dare; 7.30 Senti-
mental Journey; 7.45 Parade of Pops:
8 People Are Funny; 8.30 David Whit-
field Show; 9 Starguzers; 9.15 Stunley
Black; 9.30 John Dark; 9,45 Petula
Clark; 10 On The Brighter Slde; 10.15
By Candlegiow; 10.30 Spin Witk The
Slars; 10.45 Lale Night Final: 11 Back
To The Bible, 11.30 The klour of Deci-
sion,  Midnight; Close down.
THURSDAY

6 ‘Thursday’s Rejquests;. 7 Bllly's
Banjo Band; 7.15 Dan Duare; 7.30
Serapbook of Song; 7.45 lLidmundo
Ros: 8 Smagh 1lits; 8.30 Tomuny
Trinder; § Deep River Boyg: .15 Your
Song Parade; 9.30 John Dark; 9,45
Friends and Nelghbours; 10 Tung in lo
Teddy; 10.30 Livening Star; 10.45 Mario
ianza Singa; 11 Old-IFpshioned Revival

(ltour. Midnight: Close down.
FRIDAY

6  I'riday's Requesta; 1 Butlin's
Reaver Club: 7.15 Dan Dure; 7.0
Lucky Dip; 7.45 Ray Kilington
Quartet; & Mhilling A Second; 8.30

MMES

Yo 1
Ay

2585"Mé‘tres

Ralph Reader Parade; 9 Dickie Valen-
tine: 8.30 Joha Dark: 9.45 Movie
Parade; 10 Dreamtlme:; 10.15 Continen-
tal Cabaret; 10.30 Record Hop; 11 The
Voice of Prophecy; 11.30 The Twenty-

One Record Show. Midnlght: Clase down,

SATURDAY
6 Saturday’'s Requesnts;

Parade; 7.15 Amatour Football; 7.30
Saturday Merry-Go-Round; 9.30 Irish
and Bcottish Request Show; 10.30 208
Swing Club; 11 Bringing Christ to the

Natlons; 11.30 Jack Jacksonr. 12.30 a.m,

Closa down.

4
7 Penguln

A S e A SAAAAN

WHRDNESDAY

P.M. 12 Martin Btock; 12.30 Strictly
irom Dixie; 1 Operzs of the Worid; 2,00
Stiekbuddy Jamboree; 2,30 Matinees; §
Bavarian Holiday; 3.18 Behind the
Bandstand; 4 Requests; 8 Bob Crosby}
8 Mugic in the Air; 7.30 Groucho Marx;
8.30 Rosemary- Ciooney: 11.06 Late
Requesl Show.

THURSDAY

P.M, 12 Martin Block; 12.30 Little
Madlinee; 2.06 Stickbuddy Jamboree}
2,30 Matinee; 3 Milliary Minsirel; 3,18
Piano Poriraits; 4 Requests; 5 Perry
Como; 6 Music in the Alr: 7.30 Drag-
net; 8.30 Instrumentzl Mood;! 10.06
Chuck Foster & Orch.; 11.05 Late Re-
quest Shaw,

FRIDAY

P.M. Martin Block; 12,30 stricly
from Dixie; 2.05 Stickbuddy Jamboree;
3 Bavarlan Hollday; 3.15 In 'The
Mood; 4 Requests; 8 Bab Crosby; ©
Music In the Alr; 8.30 Hawall Calls;
.45 Melodia; 10,05 Les Eigart Orch.}
10.30 R. & B. Sbhowcase; 11 News,
World; 11.05 Late Reyuest 8Show.
SATURDAY

AM. 5 News, Worid; 5.00 Hillblily
Hit Parade; 5.30 ' Morning  Request
Bhow; 9.05 Meraly Music; 10.30 Noon
Request Show,

P.M. 12 Cobhall Coneert; 1 Saturday
Sajute to Music; 4 Aftornoon Record
Show; B5.45 liymna from Home; 6
Mugic in the Alr; 7.05 Grand Ole Opry;
9 Music Views from Hollywood; 8.30
Capa Carioca; 11,05 Late Request
Show; 11.05 Welcome 1058,

HE'S HERE 1! !

JIMMY
UNKNOWN

'VOCAL DIRECTORY

THE % % % % *
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Vhe Reverley Sisters |
as they ppear in
¢ Cinderelia ” at

B! Newcaslle  Empire.
|

ONDERFUL, wonderful,
statement !

Dickic Valentine has taken to
pantomime like a duck takes to
water. ['ve written some raves in
my time, but this is my most
whole-hearted one to date.

I nearly forgot my
reviewer—and became a fan!

The  pantomine — *Aladdin™ — at
the Theatre Royal, Newcastle, 13
built almost cniirely around the
heart-throb singer,

But most of his singing breaks

come during pauses during and
betwecn the scenes.

As singer, clown, comedian . .
yes, and c¢ven stooge, Dickic hits the
top cvery time

The Valentine touch thrills the

swoon girls who are thronging in
their hundreds to sec him, But more

than that, he is captivating the
entire fumily, . y
His rdle in Aladdin is * Wishle

Washee "—obedient son of the comic
“Widow Twankey” (Albery Burdon).

But there is nothing wishy-washy
about his performance. Throughout
it is erb.  Even his acting 1s of
a far higher siandard than 1 would
have expected.

Dickie starts the show with an off-
stage chorus of * All The Time And
Everywhere.”

NO STOPPING HIM

Thent—in beautiful Chinese Tig-out
~ e comes oun and repcats the
number. From then there is no
Stopping him.

He npever once fails to draw
applausc. Without a doubt he is the
outstanding star of the show.

The fans went wild during the
first act—~when they saw their idol
heing lambasted with white, green,
yellow and red “ paint.”™

Widow Twankey has never been

JIMMY
YOUNG

JIMMY YOUNG madc his first
© appearance in pamomime at the
Grand Theatre, Wolverhampion, on
Chrisunas Eve. ** Return Pantomime
Debut ™" is something of a misnomer
in this case, because Jimmy really
presents & varicty act near the end
of the show,

The ingredients of pantomime
arc in this production, but the plot
has heen changed slightly, and is now
callked “ Robinson Crusoe.”

After spending some hours with
such com:cal characters as Captain
Will Atkins, Mrs, Cissy Crusoe, Sil-
ver Foan, the Princess and the Frog,
King Wolla-Wolla, we meet the King
of the Disgs, Jimmy Young.

PLEASANT

After his 1955 record successcs.
* King of the Discs ™ seems a reason-
able ecnough lag. With his theme,
* Too Young,” Jimmy's hit of a few
{)cnrs back, he inctudes ** Pardon Mc,

retty Baby,” *Happy Duays And
Louciy Nights "—and ‘a good ncw
one, ** Someonc On Your Mind.”

Jimmy, too, has a medley, and
favites the audience to join him with
“ Mr, Sandman,” * To-morrow "' and
% Softly, Softly " He closes with
* Man From Laramie."

Jimmy has a miost pleasant and
assurcd stage personality, but at times
he is unsympathetic and unrelaxed,
factors likely to be noticed by a
pantomime audience

PLAYING A PART

The Decca singing star was worricd
about the advisability of appearing in
ﬁnlomime without playing a part.

ost argumeds on this issue result
in a decision against the practice,
but the evideace on opening night
was L0 the contrary

He was welcomed like a long-lost
father (and son), and the whole
uudience was retuctant to let lii’m £0

-

rdle as,

DICKIE VALENTINE

wonderful ! — and that is an under-

more unpopular—she cven put paint
in Dickie’s hat, mottling his face .
and ruining his elegant hair style.

But hall a minute later Dickic was
back to narmal in top singing fettle,
Numbcrs like * Let's Get Together,”
“1 Wonder,” *Old Pianna Rag"
and * Blue Star,” had the fans on
their feet screaming for more.

Then came the traditional panto
“audience chorus.” Dickie, of course,
led 1he singing. Dressed like a
gaudy schoolmaster, this time he
introduced them to the ** Christmas
Alphabet.”

IMPRESSIONS

The words of tlic Song were
lowcied on a board and Dickie's
slick back chat kept the chorus
moving-—and the audicnce happy.

Biggest applause  of the night,

though, went to his now-famous
také-off of other singers.
His impression of Nat  King ™
Cole and Billy Eckstine singing
* Yes, We Have No Bapanas'™ as a
duet was scasational. He also tried
out Murio Lanza’s voice with
* Knees Up. Mother Brown.™

David Whitfield, Billy Danicls,
Johnnie Ray and cven George
Sandcrs, also came in for Dickic's
gentle fun-poking.

There was more straight singing,
including such numbers as Ul
Never Stop Loving You,” * SorE Of

My Ga

The Trees.” ** Mc And [~
and the * Clown Wiho Cried.”

To sum up: this was a tremendous
demonstration of Dickic Valentine’s
apparently  botiomless supply o
versatility.

I heartily_endorse the temarks of
producer Freddie Carpenter, who
said after the show: 1 hope 1 can
radilce many more  pantos \:nlt;h

dickie Valentine as the star.”

i

SINGING
iN P.

NME reporters bring you on-the-spot
reviews from all round the country

*

ALMA
COGAN

I'VE scenn comedians trying to
make the children sing al a
pantomime, and can well imaging
how hard a task .t is. Bul to
vivacious singing star Alma
Cogan, there's simply nothing to
)is

You want proof ? Then take a
twip to the Chiswick Empire, where
Alma is the guest artist In the
colourful pamomime "Aladdin.” For
20 minutes, Alma sang and laughed
her way through a scries of pop
songs, including special favourites
like ** Dreamboat,”  * Where Wil
The Dimple Bc,” and onc of her
own particular favourltes, ** Ncver
Do A Tango With An Eskimo."
Within a few minutes she had an
enraptured audience yelling for more.
And when shic asked them to join
in her * Christmas Medlcy,” the
avudicnce fell completely under her
spell.  Both children and  adults
laughed and sang with her. And
if the men there weren't icft a little
preathless by her infectious smile
and personal charm, and the ladies
by her beawtiful pale lemon gown,
then I certainly was !

SOLO SPOT

Alma's solo spot is presented
logically, and quite in keeping with
the run of the show. When Aladdin
escapes, and is frce to marry the
heautifu! Princess, Alma comes on to
* celebratc ' the happy cvent.

The show itsclf, is cxtremely
colourful, and certainly. as_good as
a West End production. Comedian

Dave King, who also has a solo
spot, supplied laughs with a hilarious
portrayal as '* Wishce Washee."”
Petite Valeric Lawson, as Aladdin,
acted and sang well, and was able
to project her voicc right to the
back rows of the circle-——certainly an

f asset in pantomime.

GeneraL VERDICT: For the kiddies,
a wonderful show, For the parcnts
—you'll love Alma and Dave. And
it's also my guess that you'll talk
about it almost as much when it's
over as che children. K.G.

Alma Cogun—whose appearance in puntomime is reviewed on this
puge—is scen here following her ** Sunday Night at the Pulladium *
TV sput lust Sunday. The group shows (1. to r): Vat Parnell, Alma,

Vie Dumone, Pier Angeli and Max Wall,

*

TOM ARNOLD, the impresario,

was in the audience when the
Beverley Sisters made their panto-
mime debut In * Cinderella™ at
Newcastle Empire, last Saturday.

I don’t know what he thought of
the rest of Lhe show—but he must
have been delighted with the top-
notch showing of the sprightly trio.

They reached new heights of per-
fection—and on that showing, they
must win hundreds of new admirers
on Tyneside during the season.

What a shame that threc such
wonderful gems should be placed in
such a dowdy sctting! And it was
a dowdy sctiing

The costumes the scripts
the acting—it was all wrong.

But for the Beverteys—and they all
shone, alone and together, acting

'BEVERLEY SISTERS *

and singing—this panto would prob-
ably be an almighty flop.

They saved the show . ..
more than that, they MADE it.

This was my third successive night
watching different pantominies. May-
be | was jaded.

But after comparing the slick
efficiency with which D ckic Valen-
ting's act was managed (see other
review) . . . well, there just was no
comparison

ACTING ABILITY

In the first place the ghls were not
given sufficient scope.  Practically
their only singing opportunily came
in o 20-minule spot right at the end
of the performance

Joy cut loose from the (wins fot
three numbers—** Wake The Town
And Tel! The People,” “1I'll Come

and,

JOAN
REGAN

'OAN REGAN took four long
«  curtain-calls at the end of the
first might of her pantomime debut
in Tom Arnold’s ™ Dick Whitting-
ton,” at Liverpool Empire, and if
the hour had not been so latc with
last traing for home waiting to
bc caught, she would probably
have been required to take half-a-
dozen mote,

There is no semblance of doubt
about the success of this lavish show,
nor about the personal success of
Joan, who is as hecautiful and
1alented a principal girl as we have
had in panto. for ycars.

Her “loveliness, her wonderful
dresses, her voice and her charm
made her an Alicc so captivaling
that onc wonders why she had never
previously been coaxed into the
fantastic world of pantomime.

It was natural, perhaps, that now
and then she should look rather like
a little girl lost in a crowd, for
never before had she been In big
company on the stage. But there
was nothing " lost ™ about her when
she sang.

Then, all the confidence born of
long experience of how to hold an
audionce came into her work and
she could not go wrong.

BIG DEMANDS

The part of Alice the daughter
of Aldcrman Fizwarren, is not' a
big one, as you know, vet it demunds
a lot of any newcomer to panto.,
and it says mikh for Miss Regan's
adapfability that she was able to
fall into it so sweetly.

1f there is to be a ‘criticism of her
performance, it stems not from what
she did in the pantomimc  action
itlself, but from her selection of
songs when own

she her

speciality spot for a quarter of an

hour or so, outsidc the plot.

Whether  semi-religious numbers
have a true place in a show mainly
designed for children, is a  point
which Joan will have to decide for
herself.

“In The Bepinning,” for example,
may be a strriog song with “a
message,” but is it pantomime
material 7 And what about * Croce
d'Oro™ and * Chrislopher Robin
Saying His Prayers ™ and such ?

Joan sang (hem all superbly, of
course, but they, somehow, seemed
to lack the vitality and rollicking
jollity which ought to go with the
panto. tradition.

DELIGHTFUL SINGING

Much more in keeping, probably
were  her  deliginful  put-overs of
“I'm In Favour Of Frieadship,”
“ Wake The Town" and her sad,
but beautifully sung, * In The Wee
Small Hours,” all of which fitted
qumte,natumlly into the sequgnce of
the simple story.

Joan paid tribute from the siage
to her fellow artists, and well she
might. Joan Mann was an

the comedy of Bria
Sonnie Hale, plus the melodious
work of the Radio Reveliers and a
huge cast, she bad backing for a
debut which-—from a show point of
view—made her almost an * Alice in
Wonderland ** ¢ G.H.

When You Call” and * When You
Lose The One You Love.”

As Prince Charming, Dan and
Dini, the three waliz through per-
fectly happy and confident In their
roles.

Joy 1s a_ delightiul Prince Charm-
ing, the twins arc wonderful as valets

. . their acting =ability must- come
as a rcvelation to many,

Old favourites ligured largely in
their routine—hits like ** Sisters,”
"1 Saw Mammy Kissing Santa
Clans,” * Teasin”” and * Sooty.*

They had fun with the audience’s
chorus—* Yes, Yes, Yecs'"—the fun-
niest of its kind | have seen.

And they rounded off with that
detightful Christmassy lyvie * Never
Do A Tango With An Eskimo.”

1t was all well worth waiting ;oé.

. ideal
parinet for her as Dick and with |
Reece and |

EVE BOSWELL

EVE BOSWELL, Teddy Johnson
are a stellar quartet of singers
enlertainmenl in the Midlands.
Four star singers but four differ-
ing artistes whose individual lalents
arc carcfully woven into the res-
pective productions in which they
are featured.

Eve Boswell plays principal boy in;

** Mother Goose ™ at the Coventry
Thealre.  The production i8 basic-
ally that seen a1 the london Pulla-
dium last year, and the outstanding
performer was also featured in that
PI’DdlIC[IOI.l*"“nrr)' Craniey, the most
sympathetic goose cver.

VIVACIOUS DANCING

_Animals apart. Eve Boswell shines
like n hcacon. She should never be
dismissed purely as x singer. Eve
has mastered the art of getting the
audience on her side for everything
she does. Which is plenty.

and Pear] Carr. and Jimmy Young
headlining m this year's Christmas

_Inaddition to her anticipated
singing. she has much dancing to do.
and is_involved in much of the plot.
Her vivacity and versatility is quite
compelling. ~

Crowded into her own 100 short
spot near the end of the show. were
four numbers — two pops ** Twenty
Tiny Fingers " and * Blue Star.”” and
two of Eve’s own specialities—a fuluire
hit and an old onc.

Her version of ** Pickin' n Chicken ™
ought to provide the South Afriean
songbird with a long overdue top
twenty platter. Of course, she could
not_leave the siage without a reprise
of “ Sugarbush.™ -

Some¢ George Mitchell Sinmers lent
a hand 10 Eve and the whole show,
and certainly don’t let anyone down,
Comcdy is the weak point. - o

‘ ¥

TEDDY JOHNSON—PEARL CARR

VE BOSWELL made her panto-

mime debut last year ar Dudley
and has moved on 1o Coveniry,
Similarly, Teddy Johnson made his
paniomime debut in the Midlands—
deputising for the ailing David Whit-
ficld at Wolverhampton—also last
year.

Now, at Birmingham, he is joined
by his wife, Pcarl Carr in the mosi
popular pantomime of all, ** Cinder-
clta.” Teddy plays Dandini, a role
usually left to the girls, but a highly
successful transition, nevertheless.

(In case your knowledge of panto-
mime is as shaky as mine was, Dan-
dimi is Prince Charming’s manservant
who changes roles with the prince for
the twenty-four hours prior to the
bull. * Apparently it is possible to
have a * ball * in pantomime (00).
In Johnson fashion, it is possible
to have somc fairfy realistic boy-
chasing-girls patter,

Pearl, dubbed Polly for the three
and a half hours of the show. has
obviously [allen for the man, and in
the end gets him,

The sitvation gives plenty of scope
for songs and they lit in well with the
rest of the production. Their aum-
bers are spread throughout the show,
and Teddy gets the closing spot,
Pearl scores best with ** In T.ove For

e ——

The Very First Time,” and with Teddy
in *Almost Like Being In Love ™ and
“Love Is A Many Splendored
Thing." (Love scems a very pop-
ular theme, too. the number of umes
it crops up. '
Peasrl and Teddy had a highly
appreciative holiday audience. and b
the time Teddy's spoy was reached,
they needed no invitation to join him
with such numbers as * Go On By
* Heart Of My Heart.," ** Moonlight
Bay ™ and ** Christmas Alphabet.”

TEDDY PROMINENT

Ieddy Johmson equipped himsclé
well in his prominent part: Pearl
Carr in her first paatomime dJid not
have so mwch to do, but s equally
successful. That there scems to be
no justice for real talest in singing
show busincss, scems particularly cm-
phasized in the case of this couple,
who deserve far bigger breaks thaw
they usually get,

There is plenty of singing through-
out the show apart from the con-
tributions of the recording antists,

There is sterling work from (he
Mastersingers, an all-mafe quartet,
principal boy Adecle Bixon, and Cin-
derella Rosemarie Hill,

Connor and Drake lead the comedy.
and Terry O'Neill's Buitons ought to
take him a long way. D.W.
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lﬂAREWELL, 19551 It's been a

good year for jazz of ail sorts.
For thosc who made thc trip over
to Paris for the Armstrong con-
certs, hearing Louis in the flesh
will certainly have been the high-
spot.

Incidentally, it would give our
Musicians” Union food for serious
thought if they knew how many
fans did overcome all 1he
obstacies and make the pilgrim-
age

Throughowt the three weeks'
scason ar the Olympia the audi-
torium vibrated with various sten-
torian  British  accents  yelling
* Saints [ But let’s not be hard on
the British contingent—ihey showed
great enterprise and acumen in get-
ting over to Paris for the experience
of hearing (he greatest living jazz
muslcian,

SQUARE AUDIENCES

And let's face it. if our own jazz
audicaces tend, in the mass, to be a
trifle square. the French audience at
the Olympia was positively poly-
gonal I~ Never have & heard such
resolute  clapping on the on-beat,
such inanc yeiling of irrelevant
slogans !

The man behind mc, for some
reason known to himself alone (and
we must give him the benefit of the
doubt) kept showing “Mczzrow!”—
or ralher ‘“Mezz—ghrirrow!"” with
muoch glottal emphasis of the “r.”

I was unable to discover whether
this unusval expletive was an indica-
tion of praise or condemnation. The
habit of clapping on the on-beat—
or indeed on any beat — during
numbers is a menace to juzz concerts
more serious than most of its per-
petrators believe,

The factor which escapes them is
that sovnd travels slower than light.
By the time the musle from the plat-
form reaches the pallery (where all
tho most ardent clappers are usually
;:ongregated) there has been a time-
ag.

And when their handelaps return,
with a similar time-lag, from the
“gods” to the front of*thc stalls,
they are completely out of time with
the music.

CLAPPING BRIGADE

No aspersions on the rhythmic
sense of the clappers—it’s science,
that's all. But (he fact remains that,
il a significanly balelul stare from
Youis had not silenced the ¢lapping
brigade at the Olympia, the concerts
would have been completely ruined
for thosc sitting in the front of the
audilorium,

So there's a ready-made resolution
for all jazz eoncert-goers for 1956 !

And while we're on the subject of
resolutions, there is another sugges-
tion which springs to mind, and
which I am prepared to hand out
without any exira charge.

The Musicians’ Union might well
resolve to give more serious cont
sideration to the needs of its jazz-

musician members, let alone the
ever-inereasing Jazz public. :
Financial safeguards, protection

from exploitation, collective sccurity
arc all admirable things. Bul music
happens te be an arl as well as a
“ profession.”

A musician—and ¥ don't mean a
bread-and-buticr hack — nceds  te
have his head and his heam fed as
well as his belly. And in this re-
spect—Ilet’s not mince words ~ the
Musictans” Unlon’s refusal to glve

FAREWELL TO 1955 JAZZ!

#% HUMPHREY LYTTELTON suggests
some New Year resolutions for
jazz auldiences and the Musicians'

Union

even sympathetic consideration to
the necds of its jazz members is as
tepressive and as crippling as the
action of any other Big Boss.

We have only to raise our voices
in this matter for the old parrot-cry
10 go up—"* Such disloyalty ! Faney
attacking the Union (o which you
betong ! e g

Now lel's pet it quite straight, in
ithe sort of language which * good
Union men " undersiand.  Member-
ship of the MU is not a matler
either of polities or of loyaity. It's
plain economics. )

if you wani to work as a musician
or run a band, you have to join the
Union. Otherwise it is not a finan-
cial proposition, since the Union, has
all the major outlets ~—~ recording,
radio and TV, dancc-halls, etc—sewn
up. 1f you don’t join the Unlon,
you will get nowhere,

So lel's keep loyalty out of it, at
any tate until it is earned. And the
way the Union can carn the loyalty
of its jnzz members is to treat them,
not as tircsome cranks, but as a
group of adult humen beings who
are confronted with a scrious prob-
lem which only the Union can help
to solve,

No one expects them to reverse
past decisions wholesale at _a word
from their jazz members. But they
—and by “they ” I mean the greal
majority of MU members who have
no interest in jazz—could do a lot
to help il they would only acknow-
ledge that the problem exists.

at is the problem? Quite
simply, it is the artistic necessity of
“taking in" as well as “giving out.”

As jazz musicians, the only sources
from which we can take in anything
are the American musicians who are
the undisputed masters of jazz.

We need to have them amongst
us, free to work here and live here
ag they are in Paiis. It's absolutely
silly for an MU majority to tuyn
this idea down on the hypothesis that
it would put British musicians out of

work.

For if Albert Nicholas or Bill
Coleman were to work here instead
of Paris, who would be put out of
work ? Not Joc Bashum in the pit
orchestra of the Chorlion-cum-tlardy
Essoldo.

If there was any threat—und I
don’t for a monteny accept it—it
would be to the likes of Wally
Fawkes or Al Fairwcather—who are
amon; the people agitating for free
entry !

Or{wionsly, ‘there is the problem of
the *“thin end of the wedgc " —if
you have one, you must have the lot.
Oncc again, it all rests on the recog-
nition of a special problem which
can only be dealt with in a wpecial

way.

l!or instance, the jobs which the
Americans were allowed to da could
be restricted, to protect the bread-
and-butier boys. There are, I am
sure, any numbcr of ways im which
satisfaction for all could be attained.

But not if the problem is shrupgged
off as being too unimportant (o
bolher about.

For mark my words, this problem
is going to he solved, for the simple
reason (haty to many of us who are}
members of the Union, it Is In-
tolerable.

And history shows that when
suppression  beconies intolerable, It
ends—to the advantape of the sup-
pressed. The only thing we must
guurd against Js tolerupcc—let that
be our motto for 1956 !

cluded one week’s

NORTHERN

Kecnton
in

fabutous  Stan
Orchestra is  expected
Bradford in March or April.
The cxact date of Kenton's visit
is yet to be confirmed but we can
stale that well advanced ncgotiations
may bring the American enloura%e
to the Gaumont Cinema for a double

concert, )
The Bradford Gaumont, which
seals over 3,000, is one the

northern halls reported as -staging
Kemon concerts — which is  very
exciling news for northcrn, fans.
Waich out for full details of dates
and venues, which will be given in
the NME,

Somewhat overshadowed by the
[orcgoing news but, nevertheless, an
cqualty important announcement in
Bradford dance hall circles is that
the Gaumont Ballroom depart frorq
their policy of “no name bands'
with t(he contracting of the Eric
Delaney Band for a Wednesday
appearance on February 22.

To accommodate the Delaney
tymps and drums a stage extension
will have to be constructed. "

The residemt Gaumont band—DBilly
Hey's—will also appcart.

* *

IVERPOOL drummer-leader, Ray

Humphreys, who Tecently con-
stint at the
Tower Ballroom, New Brighten, in
the absence of thc Tower resident
band (Bill Gregson was appearing at
his new enterprise, the Rex Baliroom,
Stockport), returped to his_resident
venue, the Civic Hall, Ellesmerc
Port, in time for busy Christmas
season—his first Yuletide at this new
and sumpluously appointed venue.

Ray recently signed three new

SHIRLEY ABICAIR
THE SUNNYSIDERS
THE MARINERS
DANNY KAYE
SONG 1/6

(I LOVE YOU)

Orchestrations ‘Available

- = {Parilophone)
- - (London)
s = (London)
- - (Brunswick)

The B.F.WOOD MUSICCO.
“MILLS HOUSE, DENMARK STREET, LONDON, W.0.2

| instituted a scries of Friday sessions

| with a “ Workers’ Playtime * appcar-

RON DRAKE

men:—Don Taggert and Gordon
Naisby replaced Don Brooks and
Don Lambert In the sax section
while in the brass section trumpeter
Vince Bryan came . in for arry %
Clarke. =

* .1 oy )
HANGES in ihe Sid Wilmott
_combination, resident at  the

Majestic Ballroom, Leeds, affect the
brass seclion and will bring ing
trumpeters Tony Mabbert—recently g

L)

with Midlands leader Ronnie Hancox
—and Bobby Bell, who is currently
with Lestino — piaaist-leader of the
Majestic’s small group. q

. They, replace Jack Aspinall and,
Jimmy Easton.
. A change in thc managerial chair
is expected early in the New Year.
Mr. E. Norlon ts to tuke up another
appointment on the circuit (CMA}.

incidentally, the new CMA Ball-
room project situated in Southwark,
and which s expected to open in
March, is to have a tcn-piece band
plus (wo vocalists installed.

A leader has bcen approached for
the post. Owing to contractual
reasons we are not at liberty to
divulge the name of the person
concerncd but we can state that
this new venture will bring a former
Loudon night club- personality back
to the London an:;a.

*
ACK DIXON, the well-known
exponent of Latin  American

dancing, recently commenced a new
venture. In an effort to bring LA
music and dances to the fore in
Yorkshire's West Riding, he has

featuring his newly constituted
Tropicano Mambo Band at thc
Parade Ballroom, Bradford.
Catering for a cosmopolitan
clientele the personncl—led by Jack
Dixon on rhythm instrumcnts and

vocals — includes: pianist Peter
Sugden; bagsist Len  Rattenbury;
clarinettist Jog Markey; guitanst

Ken Mohamet, and Kenny Leitch,
who, for excursions into modern
jazz, switches from LA thythm
instruments to drums.

The above personnel is imported
from the nearby Cameo Club, which
recently augmented ils resident outfit
to ten—an increase of two musicians.

* * *

IN BRIEF. . . . Trumpcter George
Fletcher recently left Les Moss at
Sheflield Locarno to  join  Danny
Mitchell at Redear. . . . Northern
pianist Hans Sofler, whose * Year
Of Melody ” broadcasis have been
well reccived over the Northern
Regional airwaves, is to be heard in
the Lith programme on Tuesdays.
Spotlighting 1933, tans's first Light
arring is January 3. . . . Pianist Tony
Leaney Jeft Lecds Locarno leader
Alan Hurst after one week’s stay in
the north. . . . The Three Shades
follow up their * Northern Variety
Parade " broadcast (December 28)

ance at St. Helens, on Thursday,
Janwary 5, at 1225 p.m. in the
Home Secrvice.
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JN MODERN PMOOD

Y final batch of * Modern

Mood " reviews for 1955 con-
sists of rvecords which all juzz
lovers should enjoy.

The arbitrary barriers dividing one
arca of jazz {rom the next are at
last  breaking down - heaven be
raiscd—und cven a folk-blues expert
ike Derrick Sicwart-Baxter, one of
the most knowledgeable critics in his
field, now admits enthusiastically
that * the modern jazzmen around
New York are producing a musical
form which is original, exciting and
melodie,” and that, to quote a
specific example, ** the Modern Jazz

uartet have widened the boundaries
of jazz, but have never strayed too
far from the basic cssentials ol the
lbrcuc form " (fuzz Jownal, Novem-

).

I think this considered comment
also applies (0 a ncw LP by the
Milt Jackson Quintet—ihree-fourths
of the Modern Jazz Quartet with
two friends added—so I'll deal with
Milt’s ajbum ftirst and cover the rest
as they come.

* * *

MILT JACKSON QUINTET (L
* Opus De Funk ”/* I've Lost Your
Love * / * Buhaina ” |/ * Soma.”
(Esquire 20-042)

NO’I’ a record to repert upon in
Vminute detail, because Jackson
(vibes), Percy Heath (bass), =nd
Kenny Clarke (drums) ‘neither fall
below nor rise above their usual lofty
standirds . . . and I'm sure you
know by now just what to cxpect

from all three.

Pianist Horuce Silver, heard here
in place of John Lewis, has made
amazing strides since the time of his
first trio album (Vogue LDE.065),
however, and newcomer Henry
Boozier (trumpet) projcets a disturb-

by MIKE BUTCHER

we'll all be arguing about for
months. So to buy this L is to
find contentment spiced with con-
troversy. What more couid yon
want?

* *

MEL POWELL TRIO (LP)
“Thingamagig”/*You're My Thrill”?/
* Button Up Your Overcoat ¥/ Don-
Que  Dee "/ Bouqaet ”/* Ain’t She
Swee ”é‘Tnkc Me In Your Arms”/

* California lere I Come.”

(Vanguard PPL.11600)

EL'S return to jazz after his

inspiring studies under Hinde-
mith, his work as music teacher at
Quceen’s College and as compeoser in
various meditms from the mainly
functional q;llm scores) to the purely
artistic (a harpsichord sonala) finds
him in a position which may be
unique.

He still exudes the spirit of his
Benny Goodman: days, the substance
of a tasty swing-ema pianist (circa
1942) with apyelising traces of Hines,
Wilson and Waller™ in his concoc-
tions . . . but his tutored musician-
ship, apphied with a mature though
stitl  scarchingly zestful touch of
maturity, makes today's pretentious
pups sound like raw beginners!

Each truck also benefits to an
enormolls eéxtent from the prescnce
of Raby Braff (the kind of trumpeter
that Bunny Berigan might be if he
were still alive) and Bobby Donald-
son (a fine young drummer in the
Sid Catlett tradition). They partner
Mel with sueh complete understand-
ing that to citec the first, historic
Goodman Trio date (HMV 7EG .8095)
i w an accurate paraliel.

*

ing sl‘ylg,_n c_:t_nal]qqging sound whi_ch

=

e et

At a recording session for the new Associafed-British Jnusical comedy

film, * It's Great to be Young,” Edna Savage, who sings “ You Arc

My Fint Love™ on the soundtrack, is scen here with (. to r.):

producer Victor Skutezky, conducter Ray Martin and ABC musical
director Lowis Levy.

S

JOE NEWMAN BAND (LP)

“ Close Quarters ¥/** José Beguincs ¥/
“ Blue Fer Slim* / * The Slecper.”
(YVanguard PPT.12001)
FOUR distinguished Basie-ites and

three sympathetic fugitives from
the Jacquet circus (lllinois brought
them 1o Ewope last year) get
together  for a  swinging, relaxed,
productive session. helped by a pro-
gramme of varied, aptly - writtcn
material, . .

“ Quarters "’ i8 an uppish blues
with Frank Foster wailing on tenor,
Frank Wess (morc cffusively) on flute
and tenor, Johnny Acea (quite agree-
ably) at the piano, Mattbew Gree
(eclectically) on trombone . ., . all of
them paced by Joe himself, in splen-
did and {ree-wheeling form on
trumpet.

* losé ' begins as a heguine, moves
into a solid four, for the solos, and
allows us to appreciate what a know-

ingly wise idea it was to team
Basie’s Eddie Jones (bass) with
Jacquel’s Osie Johnson (drums).

Spurred on by the kind of irresistible,
motivating beat which will be the
envy and despair of British rhythm
teams, the horns continue to impress
here, on “ Slim” {a slow, . groovy
blucs) and through the comforiable
but not somnolenl * Sleeper” Well
worth getling.

* * *
BENNY CARTER (LP and EP)
“Some Other Spring”/**These Things
You Left Me”/“Round About Mid-
night? [/ *Alone Together” [/ “Be-
witched”/“Isn’t It Romantic”/“Key
Largo.”

(Co*ambia 33C.9002)

“Long Ago And Far Away”/“l Got
It Bad”/“I've Got The World On A
String”/“Gone With The Wind.”
(Columbin SER.10010)

HE LP lets Benny loose among a
; flock of strings. He docsn’t
- fight them, but creams his way along
some creamwaortby ballad lines, add-
(ing his typically, tastefully orpate
{decorations hcre and there, and

cnhancing cverything except “ Mid-
night " with his immaculalc artistry.
This last-named lune is too solemn,
too severg, to respond to such lush
treatment, however, .

A more varied dcmonstration of
why Benny won (and deserved to
win) thls ycar’'s Down Beat crilics’
oll as altoist can be found on the
P, which scts Carler alongside the
Oscar Peterson Trio {one of Norman
Granz’s happicr notions) and which
I wholcheartedly recommend. . « .
unless you happen to be.a confirmed
anti-romantic,

* * *
“ELLINGTON PLAYS THE
BLUES” (EP)

“Roya! Garden Blues”/*Frankic And
Johnnie”/*Memphis  Blues”/“Pretty
Wnman”

(HMV 7EG.8129)

“ gRBISSUES from a collcction of

blues waxed by Duke during his
1945/6 period . . . one of the times
(all too frequent since the war) when
he was coasting rather than creating.
I neverthcless commend to your
$ attention the opening of * Royal
Garden Blues * (in particular), many
of thc cmsemblc voicings (as un-

BA

SID PHILLIIFS BAND
Tonight (Friday): Royal Albert Iail;
Sunday: 'Trocadero, Elephent &
Cnstle; Wednosdny: Baths, Leyton.
HEDLEY WARD TRIO

Tonight (Friduy): Odeon, Southend
(and BSaturday); Sunday: Gaumont
State, Kilburn; Monday: Grand

Theaire, Soulhampton (week),

TONY CROMBIE BAND
Sunday: Pump Room, Bath,

ERIC DELANEY ORCITESTRA
Tonight (¥riday): Astorla Ballroom,
Nottingham; Saturday: Gymnasium,
Grantham ; Sunday: Coventry
Theatre; Monday: Palais, Hammer-
smith,

TUBRY HAYEN ORCHESTRA
Saturday: USAF, Manston; Sunday:
g;I&F, Upper Heyford; Wednesday:

TOMMY WHITTLE ORCHESTRA
Tontght (Friday): University, Leeds;
Saturday: Drill Hall, Northampton;
Thursday: Galety Ballroom, Grimsby,

KIRCINNS BAND
Tonight (Friday): Royal Star Hotel,
Maidstone; Baturday: USAF, Scul-
thorpe: Sunday: Colston EHall, Bristol.

JOHNNIE GRAY BAND
Tonlght (Friday): Industrial Club,
Norwich; Saturday: UBAF, Upper
Heyford.

N PN - L ad
DODD IN ICELAND
ONDON Palladium pianist Pat

4 Dodd had one of the most en-

joyably hectic times of his life when

he flew to Tcelamd last Friday as
musical director and accompanist Lo
the Bolh Hope show.

Within half an hour of landing in
Teefand on Friday evening (he troupe
was on-stage, prescnting the first of
its {hree_ special performances for
U.S. scrvicemen.

Pat nccompanied the whole of this
first performance without other in-
strumenial support. but for the two
shows on Salurday he was able to
rehearse  and dircet an Icelandie
orchestra,

Arriving back In Britain at 4 oclock
on Christmas morning, a tired but
happy Pat had a specially mounted
and “inscribed | whale’s tooth as @
meinento of his visit.

CALL

Week beginning
December 30

GRACIE COLE ORCHESTRA §
Tonight (¥riday): Coventry; Satur-
day: USAF, Upper Heyford.

RONNIE SCO'1'T ORCHESTHA

misiakably Ellingtonian as always),
some of the solos (the pguys you'd
expect doing the things you'd ex-
pect), and (hat inimitable overall
aimosphere of apy Ellinglon band
performance.

“ Frankic ™ is a piano featurc for
Duke, cntertaining enough to be a
hit (which it was) and timely in the
evidence it provides that the late
Junior Raglan (who died just the
other week) was a pretty good bass-
jist after all. But -1 doubt if Al
Hibbler’s present fans will enjoy his
crude handling of * Woman " any

Tonight  (Friday): <Queens Fall,
Preston; Saturday: Winter Gardens,
Morecambe; Sunday: De Montfort
Hall, ZLelecester; Thursday: Cresia
Ballroom, Lutop.

TUBBY HAYES

Monday : Downbeat Club, Manor
Housge.

more than I do,

D O I N IO T D D O O OO T

TEMPO
THE JAZZ LABEL

T

33 1/3 r.p.m. Long Playing
LAP 4 THE DAVE
The first LP by this outs

45 rp.m. Extended Play
Sophisticated Lady: | Let

Fldellus:
78 r.p.m.

Hesitatin’ Blues:

Tiger Rag:

RECENT RELEASES

EXA 17 TUBBY HAYES and his ORCHESTRA

Tootsle Roll

A 121 THE DAVE CAREY JAZZ BAND
Joshua Fit de Battlie ob Jericho

A 123 TUBBY HAYES QUARTET
Dance of the Acrophragytes:

A 116 CHRIS BARBER

A 117 KEN COLYER
Sheik of Araby: Just a Closer Walk with Thee

CAREY JAZZ BAND
tanding Traditional Group

a Song Go Out of My Heart:

There's No You

Preclous Lord

VOGUE RECORDS LTD., 113/5 Fultam Road, London, S.0.3

Tel : ‘KNIghtsbridge 4256
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SIXTEEN

FIRST out of the bag today is a
new disc by Edmundo Ros
and his Orchestra on Decca
F.10669. For the titles, Edmundo
bas chosen the big American hit
“Sixtecen Tons,” and the up and
¢oming * Robin Hood.” 1 must
say I prefer the latter title; * Six-
teen Tons,” in my opinion, is a
long. long way behind Tennessee
Ernic’s version.

This is not the Mr. Ros we are
used to hearing. | miss the wonderful
atmosphere that was present on most
of his records a couple or three

ears ago. No, this is nol good and
I know Edmundo can and will do

lot better than this.

* * *

Next, the McGuire Sisters singing
*Young Aod Foolish” and "Docsn't

ybody Love Me” on Vogue
Q72117. The first dtle is a pleasant
melody with a simple lyric. The
gitls are fortunale in being sup-
ported by an excellent orchestra.

But both the song and their
performance fall into the ‘‘average”
category. As a commercial proposi-
tion the flip-over stands a far greater
chance of success. It has a melody
gg wide appeal amd a lyric that is
th easy to sing, and casy IO

remember. This disc deserves a
good mark. but no more.
* * *

I think I'll be prepared to cat my
hat if our friends, the Stargazers, do

not hit the juckpot with a rerrific
commercial song cafled * When The

Swallows Say Goodbye.” This is a
picce of malerial (hat will be
whistled and sung all over the

country in the space ol a few weeks.

Johnnie Gray and his Band supply
the backing, and Mr. Gray now
cmploys an  organist with his
orchestra, and apart from this and
a trombone solo. nothing is heard
of the band. (Without being unkind
to anyone, I sinceiely hope that on
the sirength of this accompuniment
this disc will not find its way inlo
* British Band Box.”)

I say this because Lhis is a great
record by the Stargazers, and the
accompaninwmt is almos; incidental.
(Decca F.10668.)

*

* *

Now meet the Manhuttan Brothers
singing * Kilimanjaro " and " Lovely
Lies” on Pecea F.10665, The boys
arc new 1o me, but lhey do not
impress on these sides.

They cannot be classed as a pood
vocal group; their routines are poor.
This is one disc [ do not expect Lo
see in the hit parade of 1956.

Incidentally, 1 don’t think many
of the members of this cusemble
have seen much of Manhattan !

* * *
From the fitm *“The Country

SIX BEST

NOW that we are right at the end
of 1955, I think it might be
nice to look back through the ycar,
and recall some of the best discs
that have come on the market.

It has been a year that has scen
a -slight slide in popularity of light

_&(l’ll;lg orchestras, and a big increase
in the sale of simple records, that
are full of melody.

I rofer to the Big Ben Banjo
Band, Joe * Mr. Piano ™ lenderson
and the omany groups who have
invit«d us to sing along with them.
stars have .appearcd and some

our okl fricnds have slipped
slowly out of the limelight.

It has, been a year of great
successes for Ruby Murray, Jimmy
Young, Bill Haley, The Stargazers,
Rddie Calvert, Dickie Valentine and
David Whitlicld, while Frank
Chacksfield, Ray Martin, Eddie
Fisher, Billy Eckstine and Al
Mattino bave not enjoyed the
degree of success that came their
way in 1954

New names such as  Malcolm
Vaughan, Ronnie Hilton and Don
Lang, have featured in the best-
sellers lists, but the only female to

ush lier head Chrough has been

Eidna Savage, and shc has not yet
~tad a hit record.

Nt has been a {:laar of “*Rock And
Roll ” with Bill Haley, western style
songs [rom Slim Whilman and dis-
appointment  for Tony Brent, Lco
Lawrence, Pe Lece, Joni James
and many other artists who have
made fine records without hitting the
Jackpot.

It does not follow Lhat the biggest

Geoff;ey Everitt chooses his

RECORDS
OF 1355

sellers are necessarily the best discs.
and_ I should like to name the fol-
lowing six records, as the ones 1
consider 10 be the best of the many
issued during 1955,

* Learpin® The Blues*

Frank Sinatra. 78 rpm

“ Shake, Rattie And Roll”

Bill Haley and his Comets., 78 rpm

TONS'

F ED

MUNDO

reviewed by

GEOFFREY EVERITT

Girl.” Hginr; Croshy 3111%_5 * The
Search 1s Through ™ and ** The Land
Argund Us,” with the orchestrn and
chorus ditecied by Joseph 1. Litley.
It is still the sama * okt groancr®
witli slightly more limited range than
in days gone by. Today Bing gets
by, (hanks 1o his fantastic technique,
wonderful phrasing and, of course, a
reputalion built up during the past
twenly or miore years.

The edge has gone, but the centre

is still worth listening 10. On both
sides the accompaniment is first-
class—but the tunes arc not  ver

brilliant, and will never muke the hit
parade.
* *

One of the first big non-vocal hits

of 1986 could casily ‘be “ Zambezi "
on Capilol CL.14504, :
Louw Busch and nis Orchestra.

. as played by
You

probably know Lou better as Joc
* Fingers " Carr, who is the husband
of singlng star Margaret Whiting.

In many ways Lou is jack of all
trades, but also the nraster of more
than one. Ilc is a fing pianist, a
first-class arranger, and, above all,
a musician \Vllh an enormous amount
of experience. This disc_is nothing
short of scnsational. The terrific
riiythm and unusual saxophone play-
ing, allied with a wouderiul )ob
from the recording engincers, make
this an absolute " must.”

I'm warning you that this is going
to be really big, so_get in early and
give it a listen. The veoices of the
group are used with trecmendous
offect, if only for a few scconds.

The reverse side is " Rambow’s
End,” and is likely to be well over-
shadowed in business aver lhe

— -

At the Philips Records Christmas Party—{l. to r., standing}:

Johnny
Frunz, Robert Eurl, Muark Whitc; (scated): Putti Lewis, Len Murten,
and BBC producer Isobel Burdett,

“Sax In Sik”
Bobby Dukofi. Leng Pluying
 Softly, Softly ”
Ruby Marray. 78 rpm
* Stowanay "’
Barbara Lyon. 78 rpm
“ An Old Beer Botile ™
The Sturgazers. 78 rpm
Naturally, there are a lot more
almost worthy of inclusion in my
list. What of things to come? For
instance, will Ronaic Hilton cnjoy
the success he deserves in 19% 7
Will  “ Sixtecen Tons” h{y Ten-
nessee Ernie Ford, be the first big
hit of the New Ycar? ;
ilow much longer must we wait
for another big seller from Vera
Lynn, Anne Shelton. Eve Boswell,
Joan Regan, Lita Roza, Norman
Wisdom, Dlana Decker, Lee Law
rence, and Nat * King " Cole ?
And, finally, will 1956 sce a further
drop in sales of the kind of rccords
made by Mantovani, Ray Martin,
Frank Chacksfield,
Sidney Torch and George Mela-
chrino ? 1 wish [ Knew the answers.
Happy New Year lo you all.

oo Record Dealers’ Directory e e

STLVER & LEIGH

RECORDS of all catagories
RADIO & TELEVISION
at 197 Kingsland Road, Shoreditch

SHO 8948
Busex : 22, 35, 649, 647, 643, 543

JAZZ REGORDS !

Shaop for yopr Jazz sl the

INTERNATIONAL BOOKSHOP

52 Charing Oross Rd., London, WC2
TIM 2315
LP's, EP’s, 78's ; now amd Second-
hand—and Bicpest selection of Jazz
Rooks in London,

RECORDS WANTED
LP's, BAs, 84, Any Quantity,
THF RECORD SLHOP
49, The Roundway, Lordship Lane,
Tottenham, N.17. (Nr. Spurs Hotel)

® For olf your Gromopione
e' @ Records and Shesw-Musi
™ EEEEXEENN N
o Piompr attention mail
~ ordess, over £2 post free
'S
‘.NELSON
L Theatrn & Travel Agency

ﬁ: 12 Frognal Parade, Finchley Rd.
Tel. HAM 3655 & 8663. NW3

LES ALDRICH

14, Firs Parade, Muswell 11, N.10
(opp. Athenmum). TUD 5031
Populnr and Jaze labels Stocked

J

roR RECORDS ! Ciassical

Tape Recorders & Record Players
Visit the

RADIO MAINTEMANCE CO.
161, STROUD GREEN KOAD, N,
Busas 210, 212, 233
Manager Mick Berger

-

I’
YANNICK BRUXNUGH
(Author of "Big Bili itlucs’’) sald:
“ IT IS TERRIFIC !
when he visted

| JAMES ASHAN'S JAZZ CENTRE

(Modern & Trad. Kecord Specialists)
23a, NEW ROW
Oft 8t. Martin's Laac, Louden, WC2
Covent Garden 1380

ASCROFT & DAW, L1D.

OPEN TILL 8 p.m.
at 83 CHARING CROSS RD.
except Thurs,, early elosing 1 p.m,
Fine listening facifitiesand immense
rengs of pops and classicals on
334, 45 and 78

JOHN'’S ATTIC

for mnew il gecondtmnd  jugz
} records, WP’g/LP'S sent post free.
Collecttons purchared for cash
JOMNNY ROWE
s, Newman §t., Oxforq Si., W.lL,
(MUS 0262), Next door to *'Magi-
coal”” Showrocoms, Nearest Under-

Ron Goodwin. |

BEST SELLING' POP
RECORDS. IN BRITAIN

bast This
Week
1 1 CHRISTMAS ALPHABET
Dickia Valenilns {Decca)
2 2 ROOK AROUND THIEE CLOUK
Bill Haley Cometn (Brunswlick)
3 MEELT ME ON THE CORNLER
Max Bygraves (HMV)
4 LXT'S HAVE A DING-DONG
Winifred Atswell (Decca)
3LOVE I8 A MANY-SPLEN-
DORED TIING
¥our Aces (Brunswick)
6 TWENTY TINY FINGERS
Stargazers (Deccn)
7 HAWK EYE
¥runkle Laine (Phtlips)
9 % SUDDENLY THERE’B A
VALLEY Pelnly Olark {Nixa)
9 JOIN IN AND SING
Johnsion Brolkers (Decca)
13 NEVER DO A TANGO WITH
AN ESKIMO
Almn Cogam  (FEMV)
11 YELLOW ROSE OF TEXAS
Mitch Miller {Phtlipa)
12 WHIEN YOU LOSKE THE ONE
YOU LOVE
David Whitliedd (Decca)
13 SUDDENLY TUHERE'S A
VALLEY Jo Sinitord (DPhllips)
14 AIN"U THAT A SHAME 7
I*at. Boone (London)
16 HERNANDGS HIDEAWAY
Jobhnston Brothers {De¢ca)
i SOMEONE ON YOUR MIND
Aimmy  Younyg (Decca)
17 ARRIVERDERCI, DARLING
Anne Shelion (HMV)
1% OLIF PIANNA RAG
Diekle V tine (Decca)
18 LET'S GET T HER AGAIN
Big Ben Bunjo Band (Colufmbia)
20 BLUE BELY, POLKA
Jimmy Shaml (Parlophonc)
21 ROCK A'BEATIN’ BOOGTLE
Bl Hulev Comeis (Brunswick)
32 SUMENLY THERE'S A
VYALLLEY
Y.ee Lawrence {Columblin)
23 SEVILNTEEN
Boayd Bennett (Pariophone)
24 TINA MARIW
Perry Come (EMV)
25 PICKIN' A CHICKEN
Eve Beswell (Parlophone)

4
]
3

~3

st Thia

Woek

Sixteen’ Tous

2 Autumin Jeaves

3 He

4 Love And Marringe

5 Suddeniy There's A Valley

§ Lave Is A Many NSplendored 3 hing
T Moments To Remwmber

-

C XA TS

ground : Tottenham. Court Rondl

BEST -SELLING SHEET MUSIC (U.S.

U.S. charts by courtesy of “ Bilthoard.”

BEST- SELLING -SHEET

MUSIC" (BRITAIN)

Owlng Lo the Christmas holidays, it
has not been possible for (he Music

Publishers’ Assoclation to get 1he
Informatlon necessary for {he com-
pliation of thelr weekly Best Sclllag
Sheet Music Chart, Wo aro nol
whlo fo Include the list this week,
therefore, and—for [hls iusue only—
are exlending (he number of records
In our DBest Selling Pop  Records
Mst {o make up for the oemission.

BEST . SELLING POP
RECORDS -IN THE U.S.

Tast "Thig
Weok
1
2 %

Bixteen Tony Tennessce HKrnie

Memorios Are Made Of This
Dean Martin

1 Mear You Knoekin’ Gale Storin

Moments To Remember
Four Lads

Roger Willlamsg

o
-

Autunmn Leaves
He Al Hibbler
Only ¥ou Piatters
fove And Marriage Frank Sinatra

Love Is A Many Splemctored Thing
Four Aced

Nuttin? Kor Chrigimns
Art Mooney-—Burry Gordon

1’y Almosl Tonwrrew
Dreum Weavers

Shitting, Whispering Sands
Rusty Draper
Fontnne Sisters
glon Cherry’
Plattersa

LR B I )

1t
131

1w

15 13 Daddy-0
14 14 Band Of Gold
— 15 (irent Pretender

$ Muamor os A e Made Of This
8 9 Bible Tells Me No
2 10 Shifting, Whispering Sands
13 11 Only You

— 12 [ Menar You Knockin®

— 13 Na Arms Can Fver liold Yeu

19 14 Yellow [Roxe Of Tewus

t® 15 Hudotph ‘The Red-Nosed iteindeer

At the recording last Thursday of the first Frunkie Vaughan Show ior

Radio 1 hourg, resid

1t compere Towmy Trinder has fun with
a £5 note offered ay a prize on the programme,

He is being watched

by (1. to r): Geoff Love, Frunkic Vaughan, 208 chief producer and
NME record reviewer Geoffrey Everitt, and Fraokie’s accompanist, Bert

Waller,

record shop counters. [t is nol as

impressive or as goad as "‘Zambezi.”
* * *

The same label introduces us to

a new grour (so far as Lhis country

is conccruc(})! by the name of ** The

Cues.” They offer “Oh My
Darlin’ " and * Burn That Candle”
on Capitol CL.1450f. My lirst
impression is that they arc wcll

rehearsed, consisting of a good lead
voice and some able assistants.

On “Oh My Darlin'” most of
the work is done by onc¢ gentiemas,
bitt lat me al ounce admii thal these
boys know how Lo scil a song. Even
if they may not be technically
perfect, they make an  attractive
nois¢, taking full gdvantage of a
piece of good material. Watc'. this
song, for 1'm sure it will climb fast.

Another excellent routine is the
outstanling feature on the other
side, which is not far behind in

appeal, although it is not as com-

mercial
* * *
A disc of inlerest is Decca F.10649
featuring Grefa Keller with accom-

paniment directed by Rene Maquet.
The tles are Kl{»ollo Umberio
Silvano  Roberto omano " and

* Goodbye, Licber Johnay.”

Greta is still the supreme artist:
her cule accent makes this a most
colourful and attractive récord and
I can assure you that it will cause
a pood deal “of interest in many
quarters.

The prograntnte will be tramsmitied on Tucsday, Januvary 3,

The “Apello” side is very funny,
a irst-class  piece  of  comedy
matcrial, that will be appreciated by
most disc-Jockeys. ** Goodbye. Lieber
Johnny” is a irue love song, all
aboui a young man leaving his loved
one, who takes this opportunity to
wish him well and plead wilth him
to think of her now and again.

T suppose Licber Johnny is a ser-
viceman kaving Germany and going
back to his homeland. This would
have been a bit hil ten years ago,
but | rather fancy this type of song
has little, if any, uppeal these days.

* * *

Well. next week we shall be well
and truly into 1956, and 1 look [lor-
ward (o giving you delails of the
latest records  with as  muach  in-
formalion as is availablc. ~Mean-
whilc may 1 wish one and all a very
happy and prosperous NC\L Year.

“The Nut *King' Cole Story.”

Hilm biography of Capitol's best scll-

ing_artist, was released in America
during Christmas week, The Clnema-
Scope production, by Universal- Inicr-
nattonal, has u narration by screca
and vocal star Jelf Chandler.

Singing star Vic Damone. who
appeated on ATV’'s * Sunday Night
At The London Palladium ™ over the
week-end, hag signed a new contract
with  American Columbia Records.
For the past three years, Vic has
been recording for Mercury.

e

Record” in this

... vocal highspot . ..
sympathetically and comvincingly
conveyed by Anne Shelton”

FRANK HARVEY, reviewing B.B.C's “Off the
paper recently

coupled with

POP 146

78 R.P.M.
RECORDS

THE GRAMOPHONE CO. LTD.
{RECORD DIVISION}

&1 GT, CASTLEST.
LONOON, W.L

Arrivederci, Darling

Song of the Trees :

on “HIS MASTER’S VOICE”
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ON Wednesday of this week, personal manager

Keith Devon was finally able to confirm that [
Britain's top feminine singing star, Ruby Murray, will
be able to appear at the great NME Pollwinners’
Concert on Sunday, January 29, at the Royal Albert
Hall, London.

Ruby is, of course, currently starring in the London
Palladium revue ** Pamnting the Town,* and we gratefully
acknowledge the co-opcration of impresarios Val Parneli
and Bernard Delfont, who have granted her special
permission to appear at the concert -which commences
at 2 p.m.
Thus Ruby will be included in an_all-star galaxy
which also comprises the orchestras of Ted Meath, Eric
Delaney, Johnny Dankworth and the Kirchins,  plus
singing poll winners Dickie Valentine. Rose Brennan,
Bobbie Britton. the Stargazers and ** Musician of the
Year “—Eddie Calvert. ’

As we announced last week, the only remaining tickets
arc seats at 15s. or gallery standing at 3s, 6d.

Postal applicants should cnclose  remittanco and
stamped, addressed envelope to sccure tickets, by writing
to the NEw Musicat Exrress (PWC), 5, Denmark Street,
London, W.C.2, or they are obtainabic from tho Royal

Albert Hall box-ollice (!(cnsing(on 8212} and atl leading
theatrical agencices.

ERROLL GARNER IN LINE
FOR EUROPEAN TOUR

NAT HENTOFF reports from New York that
famous coloured jazz piano star Erroll Garner is
set to undertake his first European tour, commencing
in September,

No indication has yet been given whether or not
Garner intends to play in Great Britain or how long he
proposes lo slay in Europe.

URTHER

although contracts remain to he

to enable the American bookers 10

that the management will take n

This woukl not interfere with
two or threc wecks after Dickic

W

 YANA
COLLAPSES

LAMOROUS “ pin-up " singing

sltar  Yana collapsed in
London on Christmas Day from
exhaustion, coupled with an attack
of bronchitis, following her visit
to ¥eeland with Bob Hope for
American troop shows.

Yana is making a speedy recovery
—and in addition to her TV appear-
‘ance in the * Dave King Show ™ on
January 8, she televises in’a fifteen-
minute programme of her own today
{(Friday).

At the end of next month, Yana
makes her first visit to America, for
a personal appearance tour under
the auspices ol Columbia Pictures.
This includes TV and radio dates—
commencing with a guest shot in
tho famous Ed Sullivan * Toast of
the Town ' programme.

Yana commences filming in
“Golden City" for Warwick Pro-
ductions (thc British subsidiary of
Columbia Pictures) on her return te
this eountry from the US.

to the exclusive announcement

December 16 that negotiations are taking place for top British
singing star Dickie Valentine ta visit America during the early
purt of next year for cabaret and other dates, we received a cable
from our correspondent Nat Hentoff on Wednesday revealing that

THE NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS
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wil

'at Royal Albert Hall,

Dickie Valentine: Month
in U.S. next April ?

in ‘our issuc of

signed, it is planned for Dickie

to appear in America from carly April for at least a month.
Lew and Leslic Grade's New York office toll Hentoff that they

have several TV and personal appearance offers for Dickic, and it is

understood that finat contirmation is now being awaited from London

complcte their plans.

The NME also understands that jn view of Dickic's tremendous
suceess in pantomime at the Theatre Royal, Newcastle, 1t is probable

1he option of an ¢xtension of two

further wecks—making a total of ien wecks in alll

the U.S. plans, which would start
completes his pantomime  season.

RONNIE SCOTT FORMING
NINE-PIEGE GROUP

HEN Ronni¢ Scott’s large orchestra disbands early next month.
Ronnic will immediately commence rehearsals with his new group,
which will comprise nine instrumental

ists and two vocalists.

Details of the personnel have
not yet becn announced, but it is
understood that several members
of the current Scott Orchestra will
also be featurcd with the new
group, and that some surprises cun

be expected with regard to the
other musicians who will be
joining.

I't is further strongly rumoured
thar Ronnic’s revised personnel will
include  severnl  *star names”
rormcr.l{ associuted with him  be-
tween 1953 amd the summer of this
year.

INSTRUMENTATION

Instrumentation will be the same
as that of the original Scott ontfit-—
trumpet, trombone, four saxes (in-
cluding Ronnie), piano, bass and
drums, Former Scoit (rumpet -star
Jimmic Deuchar is one of the

arrngers commissioned to weite new

SCOI'CS.

The band will open on Saturday,
January 28, at the Royal Star Hotel,
Maidstone, playing two concerls at
Salisbury the " following day. A
London début has been set for Satur-
day, February 18, at the Royal
Festival Mall.

A Tappy New Prar
to QI Our Readers!

TIIIS is the lust issue of the NME in 1955 and, when
we meet again, u new ycar will bave doawned-—one
that we hope will bring happiness and good fortune to
all sections of the music husiness, And when we say
“all sections,” we mean not only those who participate
actively in {he muking of music, hut also the army of
fans who follow them,

1t certainly looks as if 1956 will be an cpoch-making
year in the annals of dance bunds. At long lLast, after
twenty years of stalemate, the ban on British aund
Ameriean bands playing in each other’s countries has
been lifted. In only two monthy’ time, the orchestras of
stan Kenton and Ted Heath are crossing the Atlantic,
with the full blessing ol their respective Unions—and
that is certainty the most exciting advincement in Anglo-
American musical relationships for muany a long day.

Perliaps 1956 will see a development of this great new
spirit, Let us hope that o regular exchange of the best
bands in hoth countries eam be effceted. That will be all
1o the good of rmusic generally.

On which cncouraging mote, let us look forward to the
New Year us all of us on the NME wish all our readers
happiness, good health, prosperity and everything of the
best for 1956,

General Sales Munager, EMI), The

thelr attention—it's

“BENNY GOODMAN STORY—
LONDON PREMIERE, JAN, 12

YHE London premitre of the |

ncw Universal - International

film, “The Benny Goodman#story,”

has now been advanced to
January 12.

It. opens at the Odeon, Marble
Arch, on that date, and will be
generally relcased (hrough the Gau- |
mont circuit on February 20.

Vocalist Roy Merrell joins the Eric
Winstone Orchestra on January 2

that symbolises the taking-over of Capilol Records
Organisation, are (I. to.r.): Arthur Muxlow (Capitol sales staff); Leslie
Bond (sales promotion exccutive, Capitol) and L. G. Waod (Assistant

to replace Michaet lloliday, who is
concentrating on solo activitics. Roy
comcs over from Teddy Foster.

Getting the festive spirit at the EMI Christmas Party, in a friendly group

by the EMI

headgear that Mr, Bond iy wenring

will tell you one of the rccords on which they will he concentrating

Davy Crockett hat !

SHIRLEY'S 3 TV SHOWS

HIRLEY ABICAIR, of zither
and vocal fame, has three TV
appearances within six days.

First of these is on New Ycar's
Eve for ATV. This is followed by a
BBC appearance on January 2 and
an AR-TV spot on Jaouary 5.

STANLEY DALE

% PRESENTATIONS ' %

12 HOLLAND VILLAS RD,,
KENSINGTON, W.14
Qﬁ!sw:iu 7808

| open British
farch 11

Official

S'I‘AN KENTON AND HIS ORCHESTRA WILL COMMENCE
THEIR BRITISH TOUR AT THE ROYAL ALBERT IIALL,
LONDON, ON SUNDAY AFTERNOON, MARCH 11!

Davison
from

Impresario  Harold
received confirmation
Kenton's  Hollywood aflice
‘Thursday that the orchestra could
bring forward their British dates.

Since then, the Musicians’ Union
have examined and a
spectfve contracts of Stan  Kenton
and Ted licath, who will figure in
the firsi<ver Anglo-U.S.
exchange,

Kemion's bookings in this country
will continue until April 12, and he
will then leave to tour the Continent
with his Orchestra.

PROVINCES

Hig Byitish dates are being jointly
presested by llarold Davison, to-

ther  with  the New  MusicaL
ixpress, and we must siage most
emphatically that applications for

lickets cannot yet be accepted.

Readers arc carncstly  requested
not to send orders or any remi-
tances  Undil  an _ announcement s
made in the NME. This will appear
in the very near future, so pleuase
be patient until, then.

Among the iowns that are
deflinitely set for the Stan Kenton
Orchestra during its tour are Man-
chester, Nottinghum, Luton, Nor-
wich, Preston, Newcastle, Lecicester,
York, Glusgow, Hanley, Birming-
ham, Sheffield, Rimsgute, Torquay,
Bristol and Cardiff,

Several  others are yet to  be
announced, but in regard to all
Kenton's appearances
will not available uarl the
announcement  appears  in our
columns,

HEATH DATES

Ted Heath and his Orchestra sail
from Southumpion for New York on
March 22 aboard the * Queen
Mary,” returning Muay 2 on the
* Queen Elizaheth.”

Their first important concer? is at
the Carnegie Hall, New York, on
Weduesday, March 28. This featurcs
the lleath Band only, and Ted is
negotiating with Decca for the entire
performance to be  recorded | and

tssued—in an cdited LP version— |

both here and in the States.

reciprocal’

last |

roved the re- |

HISTORIC, DATES, 1956

March 11—Stan Kenton and
his Orchestra play their first
date in Britajn. b <A

March 28—Ted Heath and
hls Music play their first im-
portunt American concert . in
New York,

~ Johnn

KINSEY'S
BUSY

GERMAN

TRIP

E Tony Kinsey Quartet re-
turned to London last weck

‘rl"'

ere, tickels after a hectic Iwo-day visit to

Germany, where they recorded for
a German radio station.

Their flight to Stutigart, however,
was interrupted, aml they almost
missed the figst recording.  Ground
mist prevented them frdém landing at
Stutigart, and they were forced to
£0 on Lo lanover.

They were flown back just in time
for the first set at the Suddeutsche
Rudfunk Stuttgart’s leading radio
station. Six titles were first recorded
on tape, for use later on composite
programmes involving scveral  dil-
ferent bands,

Ted told the NME : “1 fecl that |

the public would be interested in a

recording of this nature, in view of | (he Studio Dunce Orchesira.

‘JAM SESSION’

Later, they also recorded at a
* jam scssion " with Erwin Lehn %_?d
\c

the fact that ours will be the first | quartet again had their own solo

Britlsh bund appearing before the | spot,

Amcrican  public  for
years or more.”

Own TV show for
Teddy and Pearl

USBAND and wife song-star
vocal team, Teddy Johnson

and Pear] Carr, currently appear-
ing in pantomime at the Birming-
ham Hippodrome, arc 10 be

wwenty-five | ¢ Balley,”

playing *Jump For Me,"
*Just One Of Those
Things,” and a 20-minute work-out
on Oscar Pettiford’s ** Swinging Till
The Girls Come Home." %‘he sc8-
sion cnded with members of the
quartet joining various small units
from the orchestra for further
recordings.

Before returning to London late
last week, the quartel spent a day
sightsecing, and * silting in" with
the resident group at the Fraskattis

| Club, in Stuttgart, on two nights.

featured in their own TV pro- |
gramme ** Late Date " on Wednes- | record company, Disneyland Records.
| His first disc on the American market

day, January 11, ¢

This will take place, alter their
theatre performance, from the new
BBC Birmingham studios at Gosta
Green—oflicially opened
(Thursday) by the Lord Mayor.

Pranist X :
panies Pearl and Teddy—will be in
charge of the music for their pro-
gramme.

NEW DOUBLE ACT

LIVE ALLEN and Bobby Joy.

a new double-act specialising

in original piano stylings and

satirical song material, have been

booked for an ATV appeuarance on

January 3, and for a two-wcek run

at the Embassy Club, London,
commengcing March §.

Clive Allen has been touring for
the past six months as a solo piano-
and-vocal aitractlon with the Max
Miller show. Bobby Joy, vocalist
with 1he Roy Fox Bund in pre-war
days, was later associated with Ralph
Readers RAF Gang Show.

Former ** Family Favourites " disc-
jockey CLIff Michelmore will com-
ptre * Housewives' Choice' for threc
weeks (Monday to Friday) commenc-
ing Junuasy 23, This lollows George
Elrick’'s run for a similar period.
which slarts on Janvary 2.

Top bands signed for the Varicty
Ciub’s annual dinner and ball at the
Dorchester on February 25 next are
the Cyril Stapleton Show Band,
Edmundo Ros, Eric Winstone and
Sydney Jerome.

last night |

Eric Jamcs—who, accom- |

Walt Disney has formed his own |

is a 45 r.p.m, album comprising four
songs from his television shows on
ABC-TV. with the collective title
“ Player Piano Musle.”

THE HITS FROM

It’s a South

Vic Lewls (in centre, seate
suxist Ronnie, Chamberiain
fuce the camerunman at the .

in Johan

Af
ie Ray

' How Johai
the fabu

HE African Theatres Co
their hands in the persc
dent Frank Collins, from
| Johnnic is a howling suc
every performance in the vas
seater Colosseum Theatre.
for NME readers, it is infc
to scc a new publicity apprc
this great singing star.
Iteretofore, ho has been e
as the bobbysoxers’ ideal,
build-up of swooning girl
hysterical, shirt-ripping mobstc
It's true (Collins reportsy th
have been these manifestation
but, from opecning night last
(23rd), they have ceased.

CRITICS ENTHUSE

South African critics are una
i the choice of words fike *s)
“dignified,"”  “hard-working,"
gelical” and “honest* to desc
performance—and they're righ
| has not yet sobbed once.

Sincerlly is the keynote o
Iword, intonation and gesture,
he is now aiming at winning
instcad of fans, he is certain
ceeding,

The whole of South Africa
thusing about his natural,
friendliness and utter sincerit
the result that sales of his Phil
Columbia recordings have in
betweenr 60 and 70 per cent.

For Vic Lewis, the tour is
sonal triumph as he carries thy
bill on his adequate shoulders

Like Daokworth and Parnell
him, he i playing a role ol
ambassador here, giving |
example of contemporary, bi
musi¢ from the slage, and cn
ing his musicians to sit in wit
[ecombinations in nighispots (¢
the South Affican musical fr
| the latest about - juzz,

Vic is composing a suite I
titled “Springbok Suite’” s
movemenis == *Transvaal,”” *

“Orange Free Staie’ and “Cay
i The suite will play fi

lls(llLLf II;A Y E(S: BI
The Ballad of Davy Crockett; e
Farewell HLA 8220 e sl’nfu.
(available 2nd Fanuary) {2 s
THE DE CASTRO SISTERS THE F{
Snowbound for Christmas;
Christmas is a-comin’ HLU 8212 s
KEN CARSON
Hawkeye; one hou
I've been working on the railroad I
HLF 8213 Dad
BILL DARNEL and FRANK WEIR

My little mother; JU
Bring me a blucbird HLU 8204 Sudde:
ROGER WILLIAMS Every time th

Autumn leaves; Take care HLU 8214
JO¥

ARCHIE BLEYER
Hernando’s hideaway;

§’il vous plait HLA 8176 When you

LONNON RECORDS, division of TRE D
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eptre, scaled), with vocalist Sylvia Drew on his left,

amberlain behind

him, und the hoys of his orchestra,

an ol the airport prior to their triumphant appcarance
in Johanneshurg, reported helow.

A

activities.

Teddy will remain in London to
devote his attentions to TV, re-
cordings and sclected engagements.
He will fullil outstanding commit-
ments with mugicians fo be em-
ployed by him for the London disc
sessions—and  the same  instru-
mentalists will uvndertake the
future provincial dates which he
accepts.

Fosier is the direclor of a new
production company, in the process

—_——

African triumph for
ay and Vic Lewis!

>hannesburg greeted Tunre AIRINGS

abulous ‘Cry Guy

s

1eatres Corporation have 2 five wecks' smash hit on

the person of Jolmnie Ray (cables NME correspon-
s, from Jobhanneshurg).

wling success at
in the vast 2000-
Theatre. ~ But
it is interesting
city approach to
star,
as been exploited
s’ ideal, with n
oning  girls  and
ing mobsters.
reports) that there
anifestations here
night last Friday
eased.

"HUSE

tics are unanimous
rds Jike “mincere,”
working,” “evan-
t" to describe his
hey're right ! He
once.
keynote of cver
d gesture, and, if
it winning friends
is certainly suc-

uth Africa- is cn-
natural, boyish
.er sincerity, with
of his Philips and
35 have Increased
per cent.
he tour is a per-
carries the entire
» shoulders.
wnd Parnell hefore:
a role of musical
giving a finc
porary, big band
ge, and encourag-
sit in with local
ghispots (o teach
musical fraternity
Z.
a suile here en-
Suite” in  lour

nsvaal,” “Natal,” | Office, and the other at the Greek |

* and “Cape.”
play fourtcen

M THE U.S.

BILLY VAUGHN
‘he shifting, whispering sands;
(2 sides) HLD 8205

THE FONTANE SISTERS

Seventceen;

minutes, and Vie will record it logally
with his orchestra in mid-January,
sending the masters back 1o England.

An  earlier cable from Frunk
Collins  told of Johnuie Ray's
irsamphant  1S-mile  entry  into

Johannesburg ofter his arrivisl ut Jun
Smuts Airport,

FANS GO WILD

Thousands of fans lined the route
as an escort of motor-cycle police,
with sirens howling, led the big, open
Cadillac_into the city.

Johnnie was twice mobbed by fans
at traffic-lights, and was Hfnally
cheered to the ccho hy 2,000 delirious
fans outside the Carlton Hotcl, where
e «. . literally forced to sing “iley,
There!” 10 the screaming mob who
paralysed the city's cntire main
thoroughfare traffic.

At the press

conference that

Y followed, Johnnie had his tie and

culllinks  wrenched  off by over-
enthusiastic fans,

He s getting £26,000 for his five-
weeks' contract.

Asked the reason why he brought
the Vic Lewis Orchestra over with
him, Johnnie said: * One, Vic has
the best band in England for my style
and, two, eyery musiciun in the line-
up is wy persunal friemd.”

| MELACHRINO
MARRIES

RCHESTRA-LEADER George

Meclachrino was scheduled to

be married yesterday (Thursday)

to lormer ballet dancer, Miss

| Noreen Lec.

| There were two ceremonies-—-one
in the morning at Chelsca Register

| Cathedral, Bayswater, later the same
afternoon.

~ FOR TUBBY
HAYES BAND

GOOD news for Tubby Haycs'
fans is that the band have
three radio airings within 13 days.
These will be their first broadeasts
since a BBC " Swing Session " last
August.

The first two spots, both 30-minute
programmes, will be commer¢ial
dates on January 4 and 1. On
January 16, they will be featured in
the Monday night Light Programme
production, * British Jazz."

The entire band is also com-
mencing a series of congerts in
January  with  songstress  Janie
Marden. Their first dalc is at

Aldershot. on January 8, and other
‘213‘“ include Lcicester on January

Misfortune befel) the band's tenor-
haritone star, Jackie Sharpe; when
they played at Acton last week.
After the session, Jackic fonnd his
van missing from its parking place
outside Lthe club,

He informed the police, and the
vehicle was lruced within five
minutes. But the damage had been
done—the (hieves had crashed the
van into a brick wall and pariially
wrecked it.

FTER touring with his orchestra for tcn successive, years, Teddy
Foster will discontinue with the combination he has heen fronting
on a permanent basis, He will concentrate on a completely new policy
for 1956, involving the formation ol a new personnel for future

of formation, which will present
bands and artists for TV and other
spheres of cntertainment,

This organisation will also handle
Australian vocalist, ‘Anneite Klooger,
who has been featured with  the.
Foster Orchestra.  They  plan: 10
lgunch a ** build-up 7 campaign for
her  with radlo, television, and
records, prior (o a variety tour.

8 BRASS PIONEER

Her first solo date will be in Dickie
Leecman's ATV ' Music Shop "— |
preseoted by  Gerry Wilmot  on
Saterday, Janvary 7.

Earlier this year, Teddy augmented
his archestra to become the largest
in the country--a total personnel of
21. After a  scheduled  summer
scason™ac Great Yarmouth failed to
materiatise, “da  toured  with  his
orchestra  accomptinying American
singer Al Martino for variety dates
in_August, September and (¥ci‘obc:._

Teddy was the first bandlcader to
introduce cight brass 4s a permancnl
feature of a British dance orchestra
—at the Opera  louse Ballroom,
Covent Garden, in 1944—and from
there, they transierred to the Lyceum
before touring the country for ten
{ggrs, starting at the beginning of

6.

In the immediale fuoture, Teddy
hus numcrous recording dales for
several of the labels under the
anspices of Manuel Kopelman, which
involves him conducling an orchestra
for a variely of discs—to be distri-
buted in both Amcrica and Great
Britain,

New F;';ﬁ?:i; Essex
TV presentation

NSTFAD of the usual * Off the

Record ™ programme next Mon-
day (January 2), produger Francis
Essex has devised a special pre-
sentation called * Catch Up With
Your Tele,” which will be intro-
duced by Jack Payne.

lan Carmichac! will take vicwers
‘backslage” to sece (he camcra
operators and others ¢onnected with
the technical side of programmes.

Additional guest aitractions will
include 1op vocal group, Lhe Star-
wazers,  Australian  zither  girl-
vocalist Shirley Abicair. and another

Fzrounds

artist not announced at presstime.
A ncw series of fortnightty ** Off

The Record” (lransmissions conis |
mences on Monday, January 16.

7

ENTER EARTHA ..

The glamorous Miss Kitt
iIs in London

SUL TRY songstress Eartha Kiit
scene when.she flew in on
on AR-TV as the star of “Chance
of a Lifetime™ on January 4 and
as a guest on “lack Hylon's |
Half Hour” to be-televised trom
the Alhany Club tonight (IFriday).
Also lined up for lwr visit is loca-
tion filming of a 30-minule musical
tor  AR-TV tentatively titled
* Twenty-four Hours in London.”

WOOLF CONDUCTS

Eartha will be filmed against back-
of such famous spots as
London Bridge, the Tower, Trafalgar
Square and the -Strand.  Typical
settings, such as an_ English public
house and & West Fnd night club,
will also he used. Eawntha will sing
and  dance her way  round lhese
Briish ' monuments.”. }

Musical backing for the lilm wift
be -suppliced by Woolf Phillips and a
3S-picce orchestra.  Direction will be
by Milo Lewis and American musical
director, Paul Harrison, will act as
production consultant.

3 Deuces (and 1

agent) fly to Canada.

TI'HE Three Deuces left London
Airport on Christmas Day for |
their pative Canada, where they |
will remain until the end of
January. [
They open in cabaret next Mounday
al the Berkeley iloicl, Toronto, for

two weeks, following on with a
similar  period  at the 21 Club,
Toronio. ‘
Their agent. former bandlcader

Tite Burns, llles to Canada this Sun-
day for the group’s opening, and he |
will remain there for one week, in |
order 10 negotiate Capadian cngage-
ments for other British atractions. |

Tito has been invited 10 conduet
the nccom[’lx_:‘l}ymg orchestra on some |
Toronto dates featming 1he |
Three Deuces, who undertake a ten-
week tour of U.S. Forces iheatres
on the Continent — immediately
following their return to Europe at
the end of next month,

JIMMY YOUNG. EVE BOSWELL

~ SET FOR SUMMER SHOWS

WO famous singing stars are to be featured in resident summer
shows in 1956. Jimmy Young will appear in the 8. H. Newsome

production * Summecr Stars,” which opens mid-Junc at the Coventry
Theatre. whilst Eve Boswell will star in George and Alred Black’s
L« Big Show of 1956 at the Opera H

ouse Theatre, Blackpool.

GINNY

If I could be with you
one hour tonight HLD 8177

Rolling stone;

Daddy-O

JULIUS

Suddenly there’s a valley;-
ry time that I kiss Carrie HLA 8193

JOHNNY

Do, do, do;

hen you wore a

HLD 8211

LaROSA

RECOADS )

WRIGHT & TOM TALL
Are you mine ?

_Boom, boom, boomerang HL 8150

GOGI GRANT

Suddenly there’s a vallcy;
Loveis HLB 8192

PAT BOONE

Ain’t that a shame;
Tennessec Saturday night HLD 8172

No arms can ever hold you;

At my front door HLD 8197

MADDOX

tulip HLD 8203 Song

SLIM WHITMAN
You have my heart;

of the wild HLU 8196

f THE DECCA RECORD GOMPANY LIMITLED, LONPON, S.W.9

Jimmy is currently the guest
attraction in a pantomime at the |
Grand Theatre, Wolverhampton.
'In the Coventry season, the chief |
|supporting artists will be impres-
|sionist Joan Turner, and former
BHC Show Band resident come- |
dian/vocalist Stan Siennett. ‘

Besides Eve, the Blackpool Opera |
House Theulre atlructions will aiso |

include the tecord-miming act, lhc(
Bernard  Brothers, and  comedian
| Albert Modlcy.

'EVE ON TV

At the conclusion of her prcscm’
Eamomimc cngagement at Coventry, |
ve Boswell will film a series {or
Associated-RedifTusion, and if there|
is sufticient time prior to her Black-
pool opening, there is a plun for her |
to fly to New York for NBC-TV's|
* Spectacular ' progrianunes.

Fve is also another singer who will
turn dise jochey 1o present records
[ Illié “The Song's The Thing”
series - but at the time of wriling, % |
| has still to be decided whether (lie
‘programmcs will take place from the
Birmingham studios whilst Eve con-
tinues ul Coventry, or in London
when the pantomime season ¢nds.

Onc-lime NME  siafi.  own,  Bill
| Inghis, has Joined Frank Music a8
|assistunt to { eskie Ketile. Bil) dills in
iihc vacancy left by Robin Gerber.

who has moved over to Keith
| Prowse,

THE THIEF TOOK
DAVE'S XMAS
PRESENTS !

HERE were Christinus  blues

for bandleader Duve Shand
over the holidays. Dmve and his
wife went 1o their loewl Greenford
cinerog af (he end ol last week
and parked their shooting brake
Just round the corner.

Atter the show, they fouud the
car had disappeared ot with it
seven brand new band uniforms
—us well as Dave’s own unilonn
and some Christinay preseunts they
had received.

The cur was found & short
distunge away, bul 1he contents
were missing. Later, the unilorms
—the jJiuckels were scarlet and
therefore difficult to dispose of—
were recovered lying in u nearhy
steeet. But, unfortunately, Dave’s
own grey suit iy still missing aml
sl the presents.
NAAAANAANAAS SIS
‘MIDDAY’ STARS
OCALIST Neville Taylor appears

in * Midday Music Hall™ on
Monday, January 9.

Alse included on this programme
will be drummer George Fierstone
and bis Quinlet.

Australian * hot ¥ violhist Daon
Harper and  his Quartct  appear in
* Mudday Music Hall * on Friday.
January 13, |

}

lt;rightencd up the Londod Chrisimas

\ ecember 24 from New Y ork.
Eartha i3 herve for appearances —— —

COMMERCIAL
TV SERIES FOR
GERALDO

(_‘I.RALDO and his  Orchestra
¥ are w be featured for the first
time on commercial TV.

They have been coniracted by
ITP? for a series of three weekly
Assocmated - Rediffusion  programmes,
tithed  * Gerry's  Inn,"” commencing
on Janvary 3.

Dickic Leeman is in charge of
production ; guest aitists will appear
cach Tuesday in addition (o the
band. The shows arc of thirty
minutes' duration

TA GRAY XMAS
FOR HARRY |

THF,RE are many Christmas

i

stories that would make
very Interesting reading. But
‘here’s one that defivitely  must

not be allowed to pass withoot
meution.

Harey © Gray, restdent  hand-
leuder at the Casino Ballroom,
Birmingham, thought it woold be
a1 nice Christmas gesture (o take
a nine-plece band slong (o the
City lNaospital to pluy for the
patients,

The arrangements were niade,
b und the date fixed. But ut the
last minute, the plan bhackfired
right into Harry's face. e met
with a2 cur uccident, and fonnd

2 himself In hospital for Christinas!

But, like all Christimas storics,
 this one ulso hus a happy ending,
Far the band intend to curry out
their hospitsl duate, and one of
the patients they will play to is—
thelr leader!

HARRY WALTERS
JOINS PYE

ARRY WALTERS, who left
Philips carlier this month—
after handling dise exploitation
since the inception of the com-
pany’s Record Division in January,
1953—is to join the Pye group
next Monday.
His exact position has yel to be
determined, but for the 1mmediate
{uture his activilies will not be con-
Jfined to any specific labe) vnder the
comrol of Pye.

N e a e a a et e a e e e e e e e e a o e o d

This week’s issue of the NME containg muny photographs showing row
the music profession celebrated Christinus by scasonal gatherings, llere

is u group taken a1 the

party piven by Bluehird Musie. including

Geoflrey Everitt, Mrs, Berenice Kimn, Alex Herbage, Clff Adamsg,

Don Ro

ELLINGTON QUARTET
FIX MECCA TOUR

"I'HE Ray Ellington Quartet have
signed 1o do a 14-weeks tour
of the Meeca dance halls next
year.

The season will run from May 21
until August 26.

Among the halls they will play
arc the Steeatham Locarne. Totten-
ham Royal and halls in Manchester,
Glasgow and Liverpool.

The Hedley Ward Trio a

ppear in
BBC-TV's “Camera One’

pro-

| gramme on January 10.

per, cle,

! AJ - ¥
Pet's TV Boy Friend
ONG-STAR Petula Clark  will

present her * Boy Friend of

the Week” in each of six pro-
grammes on her new RBBC-TV
series “ The Petula Clark Show.”

The scries, with each show run-
ning for [S minutes, will commence
on Tuesday, January 3

Backing her will be Joc llenderson
and his Music. Brian Tesler will
produce.

_Jean Campbell will be he guest
singer in * Music Parade™ on the
%omsh Home Service on January

{

Continental Novelty Hit :

GIVE ME THE VODKA
ANOUSHKA

— BM 6010 —

~
The GREAT

HELMUT ZACHARIAS AND HIS ORCHESTRA
VIOLIN BOOGIE AND VIOLIN SAMBA

— BM 6009 —

RICARDO SANTOS A

AUTUMN LEAVES and PARLEZ MO D°AMOUR

— BM 6007 —

ND HIS ORCHESTRA

. Heliodor Record Co. Ltd.

fe1: GROsvenor 3095
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Ring

RTY- 1WO weeks ago, when

the world was young and 1
wasn't even born yet, I moved into
this space.

At first 1 was very dubious. The
first contribution 1 made to this
columu concerned eccenlricity among
musicians, #and 1 wondered whether
readers would accuse me of fabrica-
tion.

In the music profession, and
especially the jazz section of it, truth
is stranger (han fiction, and just about
cverything else you can think of, and
I considered it very possible that my
readers, always presuming that I had
some, would accuse me of being 2
bare-faced liar. ”

That lirst colemn was entitled
*“ Who's Mad ?"” Now, after forty-
two weeks | can tell you the answer.

e.

in forty-two weeks I have been
asked by suspicious readers up and
down the length of the four king-
doms, “ Do these things really
happen 7"’ and I always reply, qulte
truthfully, * No. The truth is even
more  uproatious, but | couldn’t

osibly print it without dilating it,”

ecause | should be arrested as an
incurable madman.”

THINGS LIKE THAT’

“Well, you're lucky,” they say,
“ nothing like that cver happens at
the beiler factory,” I rather think
that *things like that” will continue
to happen in the jazz world so long
as there is a dance music profession.

The overwhelming incongruity of
an art form being totally submerged
in a commercial industry will always
create farce, and the presence of
creative artisls in a commercial world
will always produce farcical be-
haviour, and not always from :he
artist, erther.

In forty-two weeks of charting the
haphazard course of jazz and the
men who. play it, 1 have had some
very stimuluting experiences.

I’ have laughed a great deal, been
awestruck  many times, musically
moved on scveral occasions, em-
barrassed herc and there, and above
all, amazed to watch the stumbling

ageant of my own personality un-
olding weck by week, watched it
with all the horror of a stranger in
an aquariuni,

1 had no idea I was like this at all.
And 1 had no idea- either that the
items in the list which follows wonld
bé the sort of items that 1 would
remember after nearly a year.

What condition 1 shall be in at the

end of next year, { cannot tmagine ;
but 1 am told it doesnt matler very
much.

1-HATE-TO-SAY-1-TOLD - YOU-S0-
BUT-I-TOLD-YOU-SO SECTION

 I'eople wonder if onc as young as
Tubby Hayes can front a band. I
remind them that age is a question
less of years than experience, and
that Tubby has been with the best
touring bands for a long time now
. . . And to the wiscacres of the
metropolis who wonder whether the
name Tubby Hayes meaus anything,
1 would remind them that he has
over lhe past (wo or three vears be-
come something of & Ilegendary
character to thc teenngers of the
provinces. It is a factor which can-
not be ignored by those who are try-
ing to assess his chances,” (Me,
25.3.55).

* The Kirchins started this band on
a shoestring, and it may end up
bigger than either of them dared to

hope when they staried.” (Me,

15.4.55).

* HOW-WRONG-CAN-YOU-RE ?°*
SECTION

* There i3 no connection belween
loss of weight and the rigours of
writing this column.” (Mec, 84.55).

*Harry Klein refuses to leave
town for prolonted periods any
more,” (Me, 1.6.55).

(He sent e a card (rom New
York (his week).

“1 remain a well - integrated
character.” (Me. 9.9.55).

*ARE' MUSICIANS MAD ?*
SECTION
MEDAL AWARD. Art

ing out the

old

SOMETIMIES SINGERS KNOCK
ME OUT' SECTION
Last year three of theni did, and all
ol them were Annie Ross.

"DONT THINK | DON'T
APPRECIATE IT, BECAUSE 1
DON'T * SECTION
Sincere thanks to the many rcaders
wha sent me their views by post
during the year, even the girl who
said 1 looked macabre, and ves, even
the one who said 1 had a fool's lace,

THREE WISHES DEPT.
(1) That somchody lifts the pur-
chase tax (rom musical instruments.
(2) That cvery time a flattened lifth
is blown a new jazz fan be born.
(3) That Philips records, who have
alrcady done so handsomcly by Billic
lloliday fans, do even betier and
issuc an LP with “More Than You
Know.” “Mcan To Me,” * The Man
I Love.” *Sugar,” “I1 Can't Get
Started.” * Back In Your Own Back
Yard,” “No Regrets™ and “Summer-
(e
GREEN'S GARGOYLE
Is uwarded to all the headless
wonders who wrote me during the
vear without having the wit or the

courage 10 sign ihemselves or put an § o

address.

CLACHI SECTION
A Cool Yule to you all, and may
you live 10 sce the New Year. (For
further clichés, sce this column, any
week nest yeur),

GOLD
Baxter, for taking a _taxi from
Leicester Square to the Town liall,

Cheltenham.

SILVER MEDAL AWARD, Henry
Shaw, for writing down all the things
he was afraid of and then attempling
to remove the fears by burning the

list,

BRONZE MEDAL AWARD.
Reggic Dare, for eating three cigar-
ettes, a piece of a leacup and a
medium-size length of string onc
afternoon in an Express Dairy tea-

shop.

HONORABLE MENTION. Art
Baxter, for running into the English
Channel in March with no clothes
on.

<

WHO SAID THAT?

TONY CROMSBIE, on being totd
that somcone in New York was
building a piano with quarter-toncs,
“ They’ve had them in our jazz clubs
for ycars.”

HENRY SHAW, on being told he
was looking older, * Who cares about
}lglli'?ess, so long as you're beauli-
ul 2"

FLASH WINSTON, on bcing told
by a well-known Soho character who
wanted to usec him as a pianist, that
he had a job for life, * Don’t 1 get
no time off for good behaviour 2

‘IMPROVED ? WHY, 1 NEVER
RECOGNISED HIM’ SECTION
JOHNNY GRANT, for his vastly

improved singing, intclligent choice

of material and very professional

fronting of the Kirchin Band in
[vor’s absence.

BILL HURLEY JOINS
SID PHILLIPS

ILEEN TAYLOR, vocalist with
the Sid Phillips Band since

September, leaves on January |
after the band's date at ihe

Trocadero, Elephant and Castle,
She is to be replaced by Frank
Nelson, rlsing young song star who.
up tTl now, has been freelancing in
variety and cabiret under his real
name, Bill Hurley.
_As a solo arust, he has recorded
titles for HMV and the Solitaire
label. This will be his first cngage-
ment with a touring band.
Sid's other singer, Rosemary
Archer, remains with the band.

BUSY CONFREY

RISING young Indian- born

© pianist - vocalist Confrey
Phillips, at present resident at Les
Ambassadeurs Club, is shortly
leaving to start in variety.

Confrey, 26, who was bom in
Calcutta, also gets his first BBC
airlng in John Hooper's * How Do
You Do,” in the Light Programme
on February 8. y

An album of piano “ mood music,”
recorded by Confrey and his trio for
the Columbia Igbel, is due for release
some time in Jannary,

" QINCERELY YOURS " is definitely a different sort of musical. It
is built entirely on the appeal of a podgy over-dressed pianist
called Liberace, who bounces up and down on his piano-stool with

dizzying effcrvescence.

But it far 1oo casy to poke fun
at Liberace, the ostentatious show-
man of the keyboard, whe posi-
tively invites sniggers willi every
new hand-out of publicity.

In actual fact, his litm is quite
tolerable as long as you equip
yourself with a life-belt to float
through the mass of syrupy
sentimentality.

Liberace plays a pianist not unlike
his rcul-life self, cxcept that in the
film he has spasms of dealness,
which prove more than a )ittie worry-
ing. le also has a long-suflering sec-
retary, who is sccretly in love wilh
him, and a short-sullering rich girl-
lt'r_icud, who thinks she is in fove with
A\im

Not, admittedly, the most novel of
plots, but onc that is kept going by
slick treatment, a mass of incidents
and minor characters, and freguent
lapscs into music.

The only new song in the film is
the title aumber * Sincerely Yours,'
a sort of popular ballad that is not
likely to bccome very popular, It was
composed specially for the occasion
by Liberace,

IT'S SYRUPY, ITS

The rest of the (ilm's musi¢ varies
with disconcerung rapidily between
Chopin, Brahms and Beclhoven, to
crshwin, Boogic-Woogle and
American folk-dances, Of these a
brief illustrated lecture on Boogie-
Woogic in a night club sequence is
undoubiedly (he best,

But all (his is incidental to Liberace
humsell. e dominates the film, not
so much through hls personality,
whicl seems to be rather insignificant,
but through the ali-pervading Liber-
ace air of smug sentimentality put
over with such blatant good will that
?ne_cannot help admiring the man
or it.

DEAF PIANIST

From the balcony of his New
York ffat, deaf pianist Anthony
Warrin  (Liberace)  looks, through

binoculars at the peoplec in Central
Park.

Through a process of long-distance
lip-reading bordering on the miracu-
lous, he eavesdrops on the human
dramas below.

Mecanwhile, in his own flat, his
sccretary, prettily played by Joannc
Dru, is giving up hope of ever getting
her pianist, and his  girl-friend,
Dorolgy Malone, is having an affair
with another composer, Alex. Nicol.

Everything, of course, ends glori-
ously happily ever after, but follow-

ing som¢ of the slodgiest situations
the colour camcras have cver
ploughed through.

With a part absolutely made to
measure, Liberace shows he is no
great shakes as a screen actor, be-
yond his alrcady known personal
appeal. He packs his picture with the
personal cticcts of his TV series and
semi-private life,

There in force, and colour, are the
sequinned evening dresses, the can-
delubra, the amazingly brocaded
pyjamas. Ho even has audiences of

 Liberace and Jounne Dru in n
scene from  * Sincerely Yours.”

il
o

SENTIMENTAL

BUT IT'S DIFFERENT

The new Liberace film reviewed

clderly women near hysterics at the
appearance of his filmie self. Indeed,
the film, even more than (he televi-
sion shows, seems aimed towards (he
midd|e-aged female audience.

Will Warner Brothers find cenough
middlc-aged women in_this country
to make it a box-office success ?
That's anybody’s guess.

In America, 1t is reported that
business-wise, the filmi was no record-
buster., Reason given was thal people
were foth to go owt and pay for a
cinema seat to sce someonc they
could watch on their television at
home.

by MICHAEL WINNER

And here [8 where the film could
have scored betler by being a little
llvclier, and presenting a more
ditfcrent Liberace, hetter adapted for
the wide-screen. More new songs, 100,
would have made 1t a bigger draw.

Still, the film came wisely around
at Christmastime when such  senti-
mentalily is more easily accepted, and
1 can envisage Liberace making
many new fans when ii is released
early in the New Year.

ROUND AND ABOUT

N their way to play at the
Gaiety Ballroom, Grimsby, on
Thursday, Freddy Randall and his
Band dashed out of their couch to

beive first-aid treatment to drivers

‘whose lorries had collided near
Scuathorpe. -

While the rest of the band did
whal they could for the drivers,
drummer Stan Bourke rushed o tele-
phone for the police and an ambu-
lance.

The band was delayed for half an
hour, but they arrived in Grimsby
with time o spare before they
sturted (heir show.

x x *

TI'IE six-year * no jazz " policy
at the New Cross Palais will
be broken next Tuesday (January

4) with the opening of Norman

Hockley's * Jazz at the Palais.”,

Ogcning night attraction will be M
Tubby Hayes (%uimet_ featuring trum-
peter Dickie Hawdon,

roup will include Terry Shann
piano), Pcte Elderfield (bass), and
Don Lawson (drums), Singer CIifl
anrcncgk will be tzc gucest star.

THB entire Tony Crombie Orches-
tra, with singing star Annic Ross,
make their first appearance at the
Florida Club, Leicester Square, on
Salurday (31st), since returning from
{heir Israetl tour. The date will take
the form of a New Year's Eve Gala
Party, from 8 p.m. until 2 o'clock
the fo!lo;ving mo;ning.

Tenncssce Brnie Ford's new smash
hit record-—** 16 Tons "— sold over
800,000 copies within threc weeks in
America,

KEN

N MACKINTOSH
HIS ‘SAXOPHONE & ORCHESTRA

} 7% 'Solc . Representations RABIN 'AGENCY
30 GLOUCESTER MANSIONS, CAMBRIDGE' CIRC(S," LONDON

%]

‘W2 TEM 2816

' _BILLY

TERNENT

NI) HI® ORCHESTRA
Fiat A3
T, lelinnd Viilns Toad,
(AL BO22)

W.14,

LOU PREAGER'S
AMBASSADORS BAND

Speclally Chosen Combinallon
One-Nlght Siand¢ Anywhere

LOU PREAGER’S Presentations,
68, GLENWOOD GDNR,, 1114'018D
Valentine 4043

QUARTET

+ STAR CLARINETTIST %

LEN LEWIS

AND HiIS MUSIC
NOW AVAILABLE:
108 POWERSCROFT ROAD.

CLAPTON, LONDON, KB
AMHERSY 06317

RAY ELLINGTON

Sole Representation? LEWIS BUCKLEY ENTERTAINMENTS, LTD.
28 CARR LA_NE, BlR_KEALE, SOUTHPORT  Phene: Southport 77141-2

JOE DANIELS

ALL STAR BAND

PlAY,ING THE DANCIEST MUSIC—PLUS ENTERTAINMENT!

b2 LEDWAY DRIVE, WEMBLEY PARK, MIDDX.

with. MARION RYAN

ARNOLD 4643

ALLNATT

AND HIS DRRCHESTRA
70, Eaydons Round,
Lomdos, 8.W.14, b
TdBerty 4913, WiMbledon 1475

TED
HEAT

23 Albemarle Street,
London, W.1

(HYDe Park 0512)

ENTERTAINMENTS LTD.

LANgham MORLEY HOUSE
1212/3 REGENT STREET
2323/4 LONDON-W.1

JERRY

NEW V.A.

AND HIS TRIO

CONCERTR and ONL-NIGHT BTANID
Tite Burns Direcilon, 33, Wardonr Bireel, W.1.

104, STANLLY AVENUF, ST. ALBANS {G9%3)

ALLEN

GLLR 6282

“THE BAND THAT ENTERTAINS”

DENNY BOYCE

AND HIS. ORCHESTRA

with MAXINE DANIELS

Restdent: Orchid Ballrpom, Purley.
Vacant: THURSDAYS & SUNDAYS

| SEVKEN KINGS 0237

J —_—
1 TALBOT GDNS., ILFORD, KSSEX |

ROY KENTON

AND HIS ORCHESTRA
HGOOD BY]'X——-D()N"I‘ FORGET 1T*
Personnl Manager s

DOUG PRUUVDLEY
MAYES 4741 KL, 1582 |

J ! Bf

“ORGANOLA"’

'LEAG}

HIS  HAMMOKD ORGAN
ALL-STAR BAND
Southport 35 Balfour Road,
271 Southport

TEDDY

FOSTER

CUN 5412
GER 7092/3/4

" HOWARD BAKER

AND HIS BAND
Availuble for one night stands.
especially Fridays. Cubaret alse

supplied.
49, GLENWOOD GARDENR
ILIORD, ESSEX.  Valentine 1043

"MIt, SAXOPHONE UIMSELF

DAVE SHAND

AND HIS ORCHESTRA
All Enquiries :
NEW OXIORD BT,

10%-311,
COVent Gacden 2010

W.C.2.

AND HIS BAND

Now booking direct with all Promoters, Propriefors & Agents
Write : 24 CHESTER ROAD, CHIGWELL, ESSEX
_T"olephone: HAINAULT 5299

FREDDY RANDALL

*

" MARTIN (VIBES)

SLAVIN

and his NEW MUSIC

Enq: 17 GREENCROFT GARDENS, N.W.6
MA{ 9006 PAD 6970

‘AL PODESTA

& His DANCE Band
Enq: 33 Sheen Road, Richmond
RIChmond 4527

———
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Keith Goodwin reporits

HOW THE JAZZ CLUBS
ENJOYED CHRISTMAS

RBCOLLECTIONS of Christ-
mas, 1955, are many, varied
—and extremely hazy. | spent the
best part of the holiday propping
up the walls of the London jazz
clubs, but musically and socially,
Christmas was really great,

Oncc this appears in print, I will
be able to sit back, relax, and calch
up on a lot of lost sleep. The club-
land Christmas parties start  very
early, so let’s take il from the top
and start at the first of the really
big sessions on

X *
FFRIDAY.

Prompt at 7.30, Vi Hyland threw
open the door of the Studie 51 in
Great Newport Street, and the fans
streamed  in.  Downstairs, tenor-star
Tubby Fayes led an all-star unit, and
the resident New Jazz Group drew
the usual raves.

The music died down about 11.30.
Fhen, on the stroke of midnight it
startcd apaln—this time for a solid
seven hours. Pianist Eddie Thomp-
son, now with the Freddy Randall
Band, lefi the “iraditional” fold for
a few hours 1o join forces with
Tubby, and poli-winning clarinetist
Vic "Ash. Also_ present — Alan
G;lnleB_Dcrck Smith, Sammy Stokes
and jzzy Reece. Need [ say
more ?

The *trads,” too, becgan the
Christmas  festivities carlﬁ with the
Dave Carey Band, Beryl Bryden and
Cyril Scutt at (he Streatham Jazz
Cheb, and a threc-band scssion a

tatle way * out of town" at Croy-
don, -

* *
SATURDAY

Now well and truly caught vup in
a " roumdabout " of music, I made
my way to Joff Kruger's "Florida
Club” in Lelcesier Square. Inside,
there wasn't cnough foom to swing
a baritone saxophong, and the place
was crowded with top-flight jazzmen.

Drummer Tony Kinsey led the
vsual quartet, and was joined for a
45-mipute _spell by tenorist Don
Rendeli  Don was really on the top
of his form, and with' his old front-
line partner Ronnic Ross, nothing
coull’ go wrong.

Jon later led his own “quintet-
for-:hc-evcnin%." and Dizzy Reece,
Bob Efford, P’cte Elderfickd, Benay
Goodman, and a whole host of other
blg names in the jazz ‘world were on

the stand. “Knock-out” sgol of the
cvening was provided by singer
Patii wis, whose warm, mcilow

voice never falls tordraw raves from
this critic,

The Florida closed its doors at
4 am.—too late to get to the '51,
where the New Jazz Group and the
Jimmy Walker Quintet provided the
S music” until just afrer mid-
night. . .

And so, on to the Amcricana, in
Coventry Street, where the Tubby
Ylayes' Orchestra was rocking the
very foundations of ihe bulding.
“Man-behind-the-club” Rik Gunnell
would have loved to put up the
“Standing Room Onlﬁ" sign, but
one thing prevented him — there
wasn’t ¢ven room to stand i

The bandroom, as wusual, was
packed. Just about everybody in
town wanted to have a blow. And
even if you couldn’t see the guys on
the stand, you could at least hear
some of the most exciting jazz in
chibland for a long while.

Worthy of particular mention are
the rhythm trio—FKlarry South, Pete
Blannin and Bill Eyden ~— and the
“Little Giant” himself, Tubby 1fayes
— rocking, rouaring, and generally
having a good time. The Bayes
Band, iocidentally, played 11 hours
at the Americana, starting at 7.30,

Leon Roy led the relief group
featuring tenorist Harry Robins, and
guests eluded Di Reece and

tenor man Witton Gainiar.

Food was provided at the Ameri-
cana, and upstairs in lhe restaurant,
I met Anita, She told me of her
likes and dislikes in jazz, the reasons
why she chose Lo spend Christmas
Eve in a jazz club, and also ber
‘phone number. So thc Americana
was definitely worthy of a visit !

The “‘trads” dccided against ‘‘all-

- _GERALD COHEN (HELANA PRESENTATIONS)

CITY HALL,
SATURDAY, JANUARY

night” affairs for Christmas Eve, but music of Cy Laurle, Terry Lighifoot‘
there was plenty of fun and good aund the St. Louis Ramblers.  For
music at the Cy Fauric and the Laurie Band, incidemally, this
ttumphrey Lyttelton Clubs until just was another of those tiring, but en-
before midnight. joyable 11 hour sessions, %

x % g
SUNDAY MONDSX
& a You would have thought that after
Just 17 hours after the Florida 3 jam-packed week-cnd of music,
closed its doors on Christmas morn- hoth musicians and fans would ke
ing, they were opened again in the o duy off. But, to cut a lpng story
evening  for yet amoiher all-night short, five, repeat five, cluhps opened
session. The bill read like a “who's yp on Monday night.
who™ in British jazz, but for some Taking the “trads” first, I found
odd unknown reason, it did not have the Cook's Ferry Inn, Edmonton,
the desired effect of drawing a8 rocking to the music of the Mick
record crowd, 4 Mulligan Band, with George Mclly
The fans came, mind you, but not and guest stars Bruce Turner and

*

so many as was cxpected.  Those
who braved the elements and lack of
steep for a third night out “on the
tiles'* were rewarded with a swinging
seven howrs of good jazz,
Trumpeter Jimmie Deuchar and
altoist Derck Humble created just
about the biggest sound I'v‘.%%cr
heard from a two-picce front-Tn
unit, and Tubby Hayes and Ronnie
Scott swung as ‘only Tubby and
Ronnic can. Tony Crombie, fresh
back from his Israclian tour, seems
to be playing even better than every
and Ken Wray remains one of the
best jazz trombonists in the country.
Nice,_also, to hear bassist Eric Peter
back in small group jazz. ]
A new name to watch out for is
that of pianist Sid Boatman, whe
amazed all and sundry with some
really great  keyboard workouls.
Show stopper of the evening, inci-
dentally, was singer Annie  Ross,
currently with the Crombie Band.
Just over the road. in Windmill
Street, the first big all-night “trad”
session was well under way at the
Cy Lauriec Club. The heat down-
slairs was overpowering, and_the
place was packed to capaclty. How
the dancers managed to stay on their
feet until seven o'clock in the morn-
but they were cer-

ing, I don't know, o

tainly having a good time to

Kenny Baker. In the West Ead,
Chris Barber and his Band, with
that scensational  vocalist  Ottilie,
staged their Boxing Day Party at the
“Humph Ciub” mn Oxford Street,
and Ken Colyer was featured with
fis band at the New Orleans Chub,
in Great Newport Strect,

o more sessions for the
mo emm,;c werc_ at rthe Flamingo,
with the Keih, Christic

3 Quintet and
Tony Kinsey Ouwartet,_and the New
Downbeat Club at Manor House.
This club is becoming increasingly

popular, and there was plenty of$

applause on Monday for the New
Jazz Group. Tubby Hayes played
his final Christmas cngagement with
the full band, and, as always,

brought thc house down.
* * *
TUESDAY

And so, the marathon tour is over.
But it cannot be concluded withowt
handing out a few bouquets, Special
ones for Tubby Hayes, who played
four all-night sessions in a row; his
rhythm section, who coped so admir-
ably; and to compere Tony Hall,
who kept on his feet for four con-
sccutive club dates.  Bouquels also
to all the musicians who gave up the
Christmas holiday to provide such
a wonderful timc for thecir fans.

Francis Essex, producer of the BBC-TV * Off the Record " show
(reviewed below) is secn on extreme right of 1his picture, tuken at
Decen’s Christmas Party. With himy are (. to r.): Frank Weir, W.

W, Townsley (scnior Decea

executive), Mantovani and (in fore-

ground) Chappie D’Anuto.

Gala ‘Off the Record

Americaon Adir-mail

DDIE FISHER has signed a
15 - year radio-TV contract
with NBC. Tt’s likely that Debbie
Reynolds will appear with Eddic
on several programmes during
each year. Fisher's basic guarantee
under the contract is $75,000 a
year. Eddie and Debbie are also
set 10 co-star in a film, RKO’
“Every Mother Should Be
Married.” It’)l be a top budget
comedy musicatl due to start film-
ing in May,

Frunk Sinatra’s original four-year
contract with Capitel, which stilt had
18 months 10 go, has been torn ur
in favour of & ncw scven-year deal
Sinatra gets a large increase in his
guarantee.  Sinawra’s new  starring
film, a grim study of nareotics addic-
tion, “ The Man With The Golden
Arm,” bhas opencd to  cxcellent
reviews and may win Frank another
Academy Award,

The movie has been refused a scal
of approval by the Motion Picture
Association of America whose code
bars films concerning narcetics, but
the lack of a seal is cxpected to help
rather than hinder public interest in
the fitm., . . .

*

Capitol Records has now begun a
* Capitol Of The World " series,
which wlill be composed of imporied
masters sccured from EMI and its
mauy affiliates, . . . Bill MeGuftie’s
fist-LP on the American market is

due on the Epic label soon afier the
New Year, . . . Nat Cole is featvred
in a new Paramount film, * The
Scarlet Hour,” in which he sings a
new sang written especially for him
and'the pieture, ‘* Never Let Me

Go." .
*

Wordg from GAC here indicates
that the plan whereby Guy Mitchell
may make a film in England is still
not dead. Said a Mitchell spokes-
man: “If the film is done at all,
Guy is a very good bet to do it.” ...
. GAC is also working now on
lining up several solo concert dates
for the Ted Heath Band besidcs his
tour with Cote, Christy and the Four
Freshmen. . . . I Lena Home does
do a Sam Spiegel picture in England,
she may co-star with Harry Bela-
fonte. . . .

Nornsn Granz is about to startle
the record world with a series of
announcements, For one thing,
Granz is fzoing strongly into the por
record field with a new record label,
Verve, Granz will have no connec-
tion with Verve except for owning it.

He has placed 24-yecar-old
arranger-conductor Buddy Bregman

was disjointed

OPTEN a group of top foot-
ballers do not blend to
make. the best international
team. This Impression was
gained whilst viewing last Mon-
day's TV "Off he Record™
programme when Jack Payne
introduced most of Britain’s
biggest disc-scllers of the year.
Many prcvious programmices in
the series have. glided more
smoothly production wise; thig
gala cdition, ., however, scemed
disjointed by too much time
© devoted to certain artists com-
parcd to others. The combination
of individual stars’ did not bring
out the best as an overall view-
ing spectacle.

EXPERIMENT

Full marks to produccr Francis
Essex, for his ingenuity in suc-

cessfully  presenting the bold
cxperiment  of Jimmy Young
singing in_ the Birmingham

studios, to the accompaniment. of
the Stanley Black Orchestra in
London.

The programme got off to a
rousing start with the Johmston
Brothers inviting us 0 "Join In
And Sing "—alter reviving their
top-of-the-tree  hit ** Heinando's
Hideaway.”

They took a leaf out of the
Stargazers' book by exploiling
their versatility as instrumentalists
besides singing. lcader Johnny

SHEFFIELD .
14th at 6.15 & 8.35

TED HEATH & HiS. MUSIE

BOOK NOW, WILSON PECK LTD. FARGATE

Tel: 27074 — 2/6, 3/-, 3/6, 4/-, /-, /-

ODEON, ALFRETON

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8th—5.30 & 7.50 p.m.
ARTHUR HOWES presents

THE JACK PARNELL BAND SHOW

GENE WILLIAMS and IRENE "MILLER

3/ to 5/-

_ Tel: Alireton 44

Johnston, playing piano; Eddie
Lester beat out rhythm with drum
sticks on a_chair, before playing
clarinet : Miff King slid the trom-
bone, whilst Frank Holines—who
was formerly onc of our best
saxophone players — plucked the
strings of the double bass.

NME TRIBUTE

On rellection, the [arge number
of indirect references to the NME
Best Sclling Record Chart by
Jack Payne was quite amazing.
There were at least seven, whic
we think you will agree is a very
Righ tribute to us—and a com-

Itment, to the exteat that our
est selling chart is recognised
by the music industry as the
authentic and accepied survey.

Each artist gave a preview of
their latest disc titles—and if this
writer might be bold for the New
Ycar, my forecast to reach the
Top Twenty include Alnia
Cogan’s * Love And Marriage,”
Ronnie Hilton's * Young And
Foolish ™ and Ruby Murriay's
* Slowly With Feeling.” y

The customary slick production
associated with "Off the Record™
suffered mainly because the time
allocated to Ruby Murray and
Jimmy Young was out of pro-
portion. Ruby Murray sang five
abbreviated versions of her 1955
hit tunes—and whilst nobody can
deny Ruby's accomplishments, a
medley of five titles in one help-
ing tukes some enduring—particu-
larty on Boxing Night.

Jimmy Young, of course, in-
evitably sang his number one
hits, * Unchained Melody * and
*“The Man From: Laranue.” But
surprisingly, he was permitted to
sing ** Someone On Your Mind "
~~for the second time in the
series,

Surely, undcr the circumstances,
it would have been more fitling
that he featured the reverse side.
Bearing in mind the policy of
this series, the producers can
Fardly justify the inclusion again
of '“Someone On Your Mind "
—particularly as it has not becn
a number one selling record.
Don Lang put plenty of vitalit
and exubtrauce into  “‘Cloud-
burst,” before continving with a
¢hal vocal/trombone offcring of

“1 Want You To Bc My Baby.”
He was accompanied by his own
group, of which he is thc co-
leader with Ivor Mairants — the
Mairants-Langhorn Big Six.

An artist making her first
appearance in “Of the Record”
provided not oniz the best vocal
of the evening, but also onc of
the outstanding contributions at
any time during the series. “*Blue
Star” proved that Juliec Dawn
can sel! with cvery ounce of
stneerity and expression.

Cyril Stapleton conducted the
concerl orchestra  of  Stanley
Black—who for this titie played
at the piano, Julie's haunting
vocal was magnificent; it in-
cvitably voices the gquestion why
she has not appecared ecarlier in
the serics. Here is rcal talent
sg;;‘;\gly worth  developing in

1955 BITS

Alma Cogan and Ronnie Hilton
respectively, also began their
contributions with thetr 1955 hit
songs—'* Dreamboat” and * A
Blossom Fell,” whilst the golden
trumpet tones of Eddie Calvert
rang true and clear in  Phil
Green's “John And Julie” musie.
This was followed by “Oh My
Beloved Daddy"-—and only an
instrumentalist ~ with Eddie Cal-
vert’s prowess and hrass band
musical training. could have
handled this so competenily.

Besides the Jimmy Young
London — Birmingham link-up,
Francis Essex proved that he (s
not at a loss for ideas when it
comes to the amppropriate setlings
to illustrate the particular titles
and themes — noticeably for
Eddie Calvert,

In this respect, the BBC can
give ITV a lesson in the careful
cansideration and attention which
has do*e so much since the com-
mencement  of this “serics  to
maintain public interest. 3

PINNER PARTY

HE four-week-old Pinner Jazz
Club, with Mike Daniels and

his boys, which has been packed out
since it opencd, threw a party for its
members on Christimas Eve and once
more was crammed wilth Trad en-
thusiasts.

i

AW W e WA e Glaser

THE STARGAZERS

3/- to 6/-

ANNOUNGES- HIS = % 1709,
H ¢ ONCERTATTRACTIONS #
DAVIS THEATRE, CROYDON
SUNDAY, 1st JANUARY, 6 & 8.30 p.m.

THE TED HEATH BAND SHOW with

in charge. Buddy has arranged many
record dates for Gary Crosby, Rose-
mary Clooney, Gogi Grant and
other rccord stars as well as several
TV shows. . . .

The new Verve label, which puts
out its first releases February 1, will
utilise both new talent and those
arlists on Granz's Clef and Norgran
labels who have pop potential as
well as jazz actuality. . . .

Such actists  will  include Jeoe
Williams and Count Basie, Anita
0’Day, Buddy Richy and Oscar
Peterson. Gene Krupa will re-form
a big band to record a dance album
for Verve. . .

*

Newly signed by Granz, incident-
ally, is former child singer, Toni
Harper, now 19. She'! probabi
reccord for hoth Verve and Clef.
Emphasis at Verve will be on singles
though there’lt also be LPs. . | .

it looks incrcasinle certain  that
Dizzy Gillespie will head the first
State  Department-approved touring
jazz. unit in the near and middle
cast, perhaps in March or April, Tt'll
be a big band, and some of the
countrics to be visited will probably
be Turkey and Egypt.

At the conclusion of this year's
Jazz at the Philharmonic European
Lour, the all-stars will play a week in
Israel. Norman Granz will give the
procceds from all the lIsraeli per-
formances to Mogen David, the
Isracli equivalent of the Red Cross.
Lione! Hampton did the same thing
last year, . . .

The itinerary inchudes a week in
Scandinavia beginning February 18;
a weck in France, Holland, Switzer-
land and Austrla; two wecks in
Germany, and ten days in Italy. . . .

*

With the rclease ol ** The Benny
Goodman Story ” Benny will have a
more active year than ani/_ he has
had recently, It looks like hc'l
bring a big band into thc Waldorf
in the spring or saoner, and that
band may also play some dances. He
has also re-rccorded the entire score
of the film for Capitol with musicians
like Lionel Hampton, Buck Cleyton,
Urbie Green, Don Kumond, Mel
Powell and Hymie Schertzer. . . .

Teddy Wilson is also going on the
road again as a result o? the picture.
lle played (wo weeks recently with
Jo Jones and Gene Ruamey and
would like to keep themy in his forth-
coming trio. Teddy has signed an
exchusive booking contract with Joe

LA i
‘ Yoa 3

* EDDIE ARNOLD

CRO 8311

3/- to 6/-

TROCADERO, ELEPHANT & CASTLE
SUNDAY, 1st JANUARY, 6 & 8.30 p.m.

MAX WALL < RONNIE HILTON * BETTY MILLER
- RON PARRY with the SID PHILLIPS BAND SHOW

HOP 1344

3/: to_6_/- :

GAUMONT STATE, KILBURN
SUNDAY, 1st JANUARY, 6 & 8.30 p.m.

FRANKIE YAUGHAN * TERRY SCOTT « BILL MAYNARD
HEDLEY WARD TRIO v JACK PARNELL BAND SHOW

SUNDAY, 1st JANUARY, 5.30 & 8 p.m.

JIMMY YOUNG ° DAVE KING with the
KEN MACKINTOSH BAND SHOW

MAl 8081

RIP 2900

3/- to 6/-

*
SATURDAY, DECEMBER
AL

NEW YEAR'S EVE

with STEVIE WISE
Featuring KEITH CHRISTIE

DRILL HALL, NORTHAMPTON %

MARTIN presents

EUROPE'S TOP TENOR STAR

The TORIMY WHITTLE ORCHESTRA

Titkets in advance 4 /6 from Frasers, Northampton, 5/- at door.  Late buses to all parts

31st, 8 p.m. tHl 12 Midnight

CARNIVAL DANCE

JOHNNY FRANCIS
SPOT PRIZES

S.W.19

Tickets 8/6 (in advance 7/6) 7.30

WIMBLEDON PALAIS

SATURDAY, 31st DECEMBER

NEW YEAR'S EVE CARNIVAL BALL

DON SMITH & HIS ORCHESTRA

LIBerty 8242/3

Licensed Bar applied for

to 12 Midnight.
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HAVE you cver stopped to wonder just why you like your
In common with a lot of people. | am an appreciative

star ?

lavourile

admirer of many of the stars of loday, and an ardent collector of

their records.
interest in Astrology. T

The many talented personalities
who have reached the top in Show
Business huave done so because of,
or in spite of their many dil-
ferences in character and tempera-
ment.

You may have scanncd the Horo-
scope columns in the periodicals and
Sunday papers—and then dismissed
them with a shrug of the shoulders.
Whatever your own views of the
ebility to forceast the futurc, how-
cver, it cannot be denicd that the
actual period of birth has a remark-
able effect on (he character and
temperament of people.

on don’t helieve it 7 Well, then,
pick a calendar ycar and come with
me on a quick tiip round the zodiac.
Let us cxamine the careers and birth
signs of twelve famous personalities
and sce how they fit logether.

CAPRICORN (“ The Sea-Goat?)
December 21—January 19.
BLONDE-HAIRED, bluccyed

JOAN REGAN was born in
London on January 19,

Pcople born under her sign tend
to have a pessimistic urn of mind,
but they arc normally ambitious, and
do not mind achicving their objec-
tives the hard way. They usually
have a thoughtful outlook, w'* a

tendency 1o take a serious V' sof
life. . /
Joan s hlessed  with Alliant

voice, and was able to atineve her
own particular objectives in little
more than 12 months, Her un-
doubted ambition and natural talent

it is a hobby which | have combined with a kcen

have led her wo fame, in both this
country and Awmerica. Her
appearinces in the ** Edgar Bergen
and Charlie McCarthy Show " were
a preat success. Numerous theatre
appearances, her own (elevision series
and a contract with Dececa records
bear out the above facts.
AQUARIUS (* The Wuter Bearer )
Yanuary 20— Felruary 18.
NOTHER blond-haired,  blue-
eyed star——but this time it is
broad-shouldered,  athletic,  York-
shirc-born  DAVID  WHITFIELD,
whose birthday is on February 2,
He demonsirates many Aquarian
qualilics, including tolerance,

geniality, an casy fricpdliness and,

above all else, undoubted sincerity.
I recall partcularly the way in which
he spoke about his MD, Reg War-
burlon, flollowing an Inspired per-
formance one evening last summer,
at Blackpool Winter Gardens. It
was obvious that he eant every
word of that compliment ! His
happy-go-lucky charm and sense of
the dramatic makc him a natural
staézg personality. ’,

ome Aquarians lend to be cnig-
matic.  They normally likc social
life, but are cqually happy in the
solitnde of their own homes. Pro-
vided you let them do what they
]»ytgml, they arc seldom bored with
ife.

PISCES (* The Fishes™)
February 19—Marceh 20.

I ANCASIIIRE - BORN LDDIE
4 CALVERT, of [I'reston, cele-

bratcs his hirthday on March 15,

Eddic Calvert {(whose horoscope is read in this nbsorbing article) Is seen
here at the EMI Christmas Party. (L. to r.): Bachara Toff, Dave Toff,
Hul Sheaffer, Jose Catvert, Phil Green, Dorothe Green, Eddie Culvert

and Len Taylor.

at 2

“NEW | MUSICéIU.ﬁ;(FRE—SS”_
Poll-Winners

CONCERT

ROYAL ALBERT HALL
Sunday, January 29

p.m.

Only 15/- seats and Gallery standing tickets (3/6) are
available. They can be obtained from Royal Albert
Hall.(KEN 8212), all leading Theatre Ticket Agencies,
or complete the form below. POST NOW !

Please send me

NAME.

(Capital lotters)

| To NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS (PWC) 5 Denmark Strect, W.C.2
. Tickets, price....c.cooune. for the January 29 Concert
1 enclose herowith remittance payable to "New Musical Express Ltd.”
and stamped addrassed envelope.

artists g

A targe proportion of SI8 ¢
musictans arc born _under this sign.
Indeed, Hach and Chopin werc Plis-

cecans, Popular Viclor Silvester -is
another example. Normally they are
a lughly emotional, sensitive race,
being helpful and 1maginative,

Some of them adopt a sharp or
brittle pose lo cover up lheir sen-
sitivity, At heart, however, (hey
usually: remain  kind, understanding
individuals. They are often lucky
with regard to monecy and in
appcarance may he frail in build,
with large cyes.

Eddic demonstrated his  musical
ability at an carly age, starting with
cornet lessons from his father, when
he was only cight. At sixicen he
graduated to the trumpet and, after
heing discharged from the Ferces,
he played with many famous bands,
incinding those of Billy Ternent and
Geralda. His fume today is due to
his brancling out as a solo artist.
thut givipg full range to his talents.

ARIES (“The Rum'™)
March 21—April 20.
HIS is a decidedly dominant sign,
and it is not surprising lo find
that it cmbraces colourful London
bandlcader TED FHEATIL
Ted, whose birthday is March 30,
fought his way to' thc top, graduat-
ing from playing with street buskers
to his present powcrful position.
During his carly carcer he scrved
with' the Orchestras of Jack Hylton,
Sydpey Lipton, Ambrose and
craldo. ’
Ariens possess strong will-power
and are born fighters. Resentful of

eriticism, they are independent of
outlook. Fearless and quick to
“fly off the handle,” they are

cqually as quick to forgive and
forget. Usually generous, they make
good fricnds, They normally have a
keen colour sense apd possess good
taste. It i3 a curious fact that,
facially, some Arians have ram-like
characteristics.

TAURUS (* The Bull™)

April 21—May 20, .
AI,MA COGAN, (he * Full ot
Life ™ girl bounced into her

family cirele on May 19, 1932. 1t
is truc to say that she has never
stapped houncing sinee }

tler rise lo famc was nol an casy
one. Plenly of hard work, cnter-
prisc and determination werc neces-
sary to make the fullest use of her
talent. In fact, Alma exhibils some
typical Taurcan traits, She is not
acting a part when she takes the
slage by storm—she is a girl who is
in love with lifc and her own
phenomenal  success,

Taureans as a rule are esscntially
stable people, with a love of good
food and an cye for fashion. The
majority have agrecable speaking
and singing voices, and certainly
Alma is no cxceplion, She dresses
well, and has u naturat flair for
dcstﬁnmg her own clothes.

They make good hosts, loyal
friends and are usually strong-willed
and ambilious ~sometimes obstinale.

GEMINI {* The Twins ™)
Muy 21—June 20.

TIIE fame of diummer/bandicader

ERIC DELANEY is now wide-
spread, bound up with the magic
word * Showmanship ' | He was
horn in Acton, London, on May 22,
1924, and was hitting thc hides at
an carly age. In fact, he was o
boy prodigy.

People born under this sign have
an ability o cope wilh any sttuation.
They are very versatile, and have
a cnarm and sense of humour all

their own. The comedian, Boh
Monkhouse is another excellent
examyple,

Normally very straight in _their

dcalings, they are prepared to give
2 fair hearing to people’s arguments.
Their ability to sce both sides of an
argument, however, has a lendency
to make them appear indecisive,
They like to be continually “on
the go,” and love spced, movement
and fast forms of (ravel. Eric bears
this last point out very well, He
loves large, American cars and, in
fact, he has had seven since 1947

CANCER (* The Crub ™)
June 21—July 21,
BORN on July 16, JOIINNY
BRANDON s another person
who typifies his own sign. s
drcamy, modest, seniimental manner
are the first things that impress them-
sclves upon you.
_ These people usually have active
imaglnations and good mcemorics.

They are kind and tolerant in their
undertakings, and arc extremcly sen-
sitive, in fact, perhaps more so than
Pisces peaple.

This is also another sign for
arlistic  lypes. Pisccans scem to
excel in the roles of arlists, wrilers,
composers or usicians.  Johnny
gocs one belter, and cncompasses the
lot, being successful as a_ singer,
dancer, songwrher, scriptwriter and
TV persomality !

His own w_mpositions include :
“Once Upon A Wintertiie,” ** The
Telephone Song,” * Red  Silken
Stockings,” and the hit “Tomorrow."”
Funnily enough. the medium he likes
best is television. Why funny 2 The
title of his TV series happens to be
called ** Dreamer's Nighway ™1

JOHN B. WILSON studies
the character of famous
musical personalities as

revealed by astrology

lie {s another arlist who started
at the bottom, as a call-hoy at
Her Majesty’s Theatre, London.
I{is own carnest cndeavours and a
measure of luck brought him to the
position of vocalist with the Ted
Heatlk Orchestra in 1949,

Today, as a *“ Top of the Bili "
artist In solo work, his magneue
and dominunt personality continues
to win him fresh admirers,

Scorpio is a decisive sign, and one
which shows a couragcous approach

to life. People born under its in-
fluence are mcl;npd to have deep
natures  and  rigid  delermination.

They are capable of making great
efforts, but should pguard againsi
developing an aggressive or sarcaslic
side to their nature,

SAGITTARIUS (* The Archer ")
November 23—Dccember 2¢.

T.HIS last sign is characterised by
the perky singing star, JILL
DAY, She was born in Brighton,
23 years ago, on [ccember 5.
Sagittarians afre usually possessed
with bounding optimism, and have
marked vitality, They are normally
very truthful to the point of blunt-

ness, They hate any form of deceit
Tireless workers, they are delermine

in all matters which they underiake.
They are normally interested in all

forms of sport.

These traits arc boipe out in Jill's

determined atiempls (o start a sing-
ing career for herself at the age of
14, when she ra:ded her money box
10 pet the rait fare to London !

lHowever, it was some lime later
before she really got under way with
her ambitions, after taking a course
in dramatic training. Her period
with the Syd Dezn Orchestra, and
later a spell in cabaret in  Paris,
improved her natural talents. She
finally came to prominence with the
Geraldo Orchestra, and is now doiag
very well as a solo artist.

*

‘That compleles our circular tour,
and 1 hope you found it intoresting.
let e finish by offering my sincers
thanks on your behalf, to the many
stars who have coatributed to our
many hours of happy enjoyment.
Long may they go on twinkling ia
their musical universe 1.

LEOQ (* The Lion™)
July 22-—Aungust 21
THE piano-playing of CHARLIE
KUNZ nceds no_ introduction.
As a personalily, he is as dignificd
and noble as the animal which lends
its name to this forceful sign. The
date of his birth is August 18, and
the place was Allentown, Pennsyl-
vania, U.S.A.

Goaded Into learning the piano at
the age of 6, he mevertheless relin-
quished the opportunily of going to
a musical college at the age of 14,
in spite of his other work, however,
he kept up his music and, in fact,
brought his own small orclicstra <o
England as far back as 1922,

Pcopie under the influence of this
sign are usually of an independent
wirn of mind and possess strong will-
power. This later characleristic
was fully demonstrated when Charlie
recently  underwent  {wo  Berious
operations to his hands and then,
undaunted, returned to the musical
fold, in spite of the considerable
puin which he was continuing to
sulfer,

Leo born people are usually natural
leaders, frank in speech, truthful,
honest and gencrous,  They have
the power lo inspirc, and normally
reach their goals in the end.

VIRGO (* The Vicgin ™)
August 22— September 22
HE name¢ of JIMMY YOUNG
shot into prominence soon after
his owp recording of ** Too Young "
reached the top of the Hit Purade.
The son of a miner, he was born
in Cinderford, Gloucestershire  the
dute of his birth being Scptember 21,

Virgoans are usually a purposeful
and methodical race. Normally
inteiligent and intcllectual, they are
industrious and thorough in their
work. They are adaptable pcople,
hut must have harmonious surround-
11188,

Jimmy is certainly no exception.
After winning a schiolarship to East
Decan Grammar Sehool, he also
proved his prowess as an all-round
sportsman wilth considerable success
in boxing and football.

Engagements at  London  night
spots, broadecast both on radio and

V, and recording dates have helped
Jimmy and his remarkable voice to
remain_ at the top of the musical
tree. It is not generally known that
he is also an accomplished pianist.

LIBRA (* The Scales)
September 23—October 22,

NOTHER Londoner who has
endeared himself to the general
public is the cheerful Cockney, MAX
BYGRAVYES. tlis birth date is
October 16, and he certainly pos-
sesses a great Libran asset—CHARM,
hThis sign scems to produce people
with keen and cnquiring minds.
Certainly they have a tactful and
diplomatic approach, and are usually
fond of music, Some of the world's
finest dancers have been born’ under
Libra,

Max has 1hat wide, ingcnuous
stile which sce'ns to ﬁ'L his whole
personality—and you should obscrve
the way he can handle a bunch of
children!  Wilfred Pickles is a
Northerner who shares his sign (born
October 13) and capabilify to charm
people.  Yet another Libran with
this important asset is ‘Canadian-born
Barbara Kelly (October 5).

Max is cqually at home on the
stage or in the studio, and his own
personal magic is happily capiured
in the bright and breezy personality
he displays so well on rccords.

SCORPIO (* The Scorpion ™)

October 23 November 22,
ROWN - EYED, wityy - haired
DICKIE YALENTINE was|
bdrn in St. Pancras, London, and |
has November 4 as his birthday. |

% U.S. Sales:
nearly 2,000,000

Yo ‘BILLBOARD’ chart:

20 weeks

v Available to you

sung by

LONDON RECORDS division of

THE DECCA RECORD COMPANY LIMITED, i-3 BAIXTON RQAD, LONOON, 5.W.J3

January 2nd
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATES

ANY EADING at 6d, PER WORD
Please allow 2 extra words if Box
No. is requied and add 1/- for
seryice charge.
ENGAGFA TS WANTED
d wer word
BLACK CAPrITLALS
ailer firsl two words at double rate.
All classifled advertisemonts must
be pre-puid and sent to
CLASSIFIED ADVE, DI
* he New Muaslent I‘.xnr‘-m«.
5. BDennmrk 8treel, Lomlon, W.C.2

] CLUBS—_MODERN-

HIGH WYCOMBE., Cadenu  Hall,
Frogmore. EVIRY SUNDAY AFTER-
NOON, 3-6 p.m.

PERSOMAL

BRITISH FRIENDSHIP SOCILTY,
231, Baker Street, London N.W.1.
Founde:d 1940. Members everywhere.-
Write for particulars.

COVone Garden 230606 (5 lines)
‘ INTERNATIONAL

WINIFRED
- ATWELL CLUB
'129 Leighton Rd.,
. London, N.W.5

: 2 Suml 1{= Plus name
| und nddress for
enroiment

PIN-UPS AND FIGURE

Photographs of lovely Cabaret
and Figure medals- in attractive
poses. Send 3s. &d. ~kar. 2
sample pictures and lists to

ANNETTE PRODUCTIONS

EUROPEAN FREENUDSH P
SOO0IETY, Pen friends and marriage
intraductions, Bemd 1/- postal order for
details,—Lavendon, Olney, Bucks.

INTRODUCTIONS, Friendsbip  or
marriuge ; homs or overseas, V.C.C.,
34, Houneywell, London, B8.W.11,

INTRODUCTIONS, Phyllls Bamat-
tre's Bureau (established 17T yeurs), 4,
Denmark Street, London, W.C.2. (Rox
H8), Kxceptionil opportunities every-
| where, confidential ; particulurs 2/¢.

LONDON AGCOMMODATION AD-
DRSS :  Private, Confidential, 10/
mesthly, lLetters forwuarded. 8end to:
{Dept. AD), Club Anglo-Francals, 7,
Newman Btreet, Oxford Street, W.1,

M A RGO FRIENDSHI® CLUB,
Belested Pen Friends; Membership 3/-.
—30. Yorks Street, Southamplon,

MARRIAGE THRO' SOCIAL INTRO-
DUCTIONS. The persohal service
approved by Clergy :ind Press. Com-
pletely confidendisf, Kree brochure, The

i

’VIACI\'S 100, Oxford Slree W.l
Every ‘mt » bun., Mon, und V\ed

H.L., B Gt. Chapel St., Londou, W.1

{Dept. NJ, Bournemouth Burefd, 17¢, Ot Christ-
24, Madras Road, Cambridge ||church Rand, Bourncmouih..
HUMPHREY lYTTElT[}N’ L

DAVID WINPEFIELD, s.a.e for de-

CLUB tallsf to: The Hecrstary, 3. Finley Close,

Keudal.

DORIS DAY (1Your No, 1
VOCALI®YT 1) lournals, Photographs,
oxclusive Personal Recordings. Detalls:

Full particulars from : {

GIR Y494

AGENTS DIRECTORY

““Booking The Best—
With The Best'’

HAROLD
DAVISON

Limited
BAND, VARIETY & GENERAL
THEATRICAL AGENCY
' Sulte 6, Egmont House,
116, Shaftesbury Ave., London, W.J,
Telaphone: GERrard 7467-8-9
| Mombors of the Agf'mﬁ' Aam.?c. LLd.’

i ton

RABIN
AGENCY

“Britain’s Leading Dance

Band Providers”
GLOUCESTER MANSIONS,
CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS,

LONDON, W.C.2.
TEMple Bar 2816-7-8

Members of the Agenis Assoe.

30,

Ltd,

John 8mith, 46, Ullswater Road,
Barnes, 8. W.13.
FIDNA SAVAGE FAN CLURIN now

formed | Beund s.a.0. for details to Box
No. 489.

FRANKIEF LAINY.
to join a club write to:
worth, *“Glen Villa,” Milbank, aear
Halifax, Yorkehire,

RONNIE LGN Fan Club, Bigned
photograph, news letter, etc,- Member-
ship fee 3/6; a.n.e., Joy Taylor, 202,
Trinity Road, London, 8.W.18,

THE +tREDDY RANDALL

Apyone wishing

AN

2 8t, Georges Rd., Leyton, London, E.10.

THF RAY BUKRNS Fan Club. For
detajls send s.2.¢.: Misa Irene Pockling-
11, Little Lane, llkley, Yorkshire.

sudy Dods- |

CLUR.—Detalls s.a.e. to Rjtn Beoson, |

THE NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS «
ERIC SILK'S Southern Jazzbhand. | AAAIl MAURICH RURMAN (M,
Southern Jazz Club, #40, iilgh Road, | Beat, Dally Mirror '), Britaln's
Leytonstone. Fridays: VAL 7268, ;Rln!: or“s"i:;a.]‘ Ail(amal’;t ?t:'ltir:a'%n:/n
am e. Kay Porter for T.V.
HOT CLUB OF LONDON—Sunday, | g p o ourxod.
7 B TWO BAND - SESSION-- |39 *\Wnite House, N.W.1. EUS 1200,
GRORGE HOPKINSON and his Band, | ot g
plus ! TERRY LIGUTFOOT'S Jazzmen, ol -
Shakespeare i{otel, Powis Strect, Wool- B,m":c"""m‘\ + Henry Minay, POE
e ARNOLD RROBE. No. 1 Singl
HUMPUREY  LYTTELTON  GLUB | moqoner for profesed e el
meets every Mopday, Wednesday, BAtUr- | no,0i00  vocelist, Talented beginmers
day @and Sunde$, 100. Oxford Btreet.— (o noienved. Tel.: FRE 9585 fof re-
Details of club from 8. Gt. Chupel | coiiad audition.
Streat. W.1. GRR Tidd. | TCENTRAL SCHOOL OF DANCE
SOUTH ¥EBSEX HRHYTHM CLUR, | MUSIO offers INDIVIDUAL Instru-
“'Greyhound,’”” Chadweil Heath, Monday, menlal' and Voeal Tuition under‘
7.45 p.m., KKENNY BALL CHICA- | Britain's Leading Musleians, Hurmony
GOANS. and Egr Tralning a speclality. Pupila
f . under parsona! supervision of Prineipal
 WOOD GREEN: Suturday 8—12 p.0l. | ;y@i MAMRANTS. Free Instrumental
SANDY ~BROWN & HILL  BRUN- sgyice, Nearest to perronnl tultion
SKILL'S BAND,  Sunday: ALEN ... the following Fostal Courses.
W H.I)KXIMAMH‘.RB. Tuesday: [+ OBDERN HALRMONY; “THEORY
1AN BELL'S BAND, OF MURIG™; also the 1VOR MAIR-
ANTR “GUITAR "OSTAL COURSE.” |

INSURANCE

ALl MOTOR INSURANCE. Lowest
riates, best terms. NO RENTRICTIONS
ON OCCUPATION. W. . COLLINR
& CO. (Insurance Brokers), 14/18,
Queen Victoria Street, K.C,4. CITY
B8ATh. Our Musical Instrument Ingurance
Scheme alrendy widely known. Rates
£1 per £100 and pro ratn ; also Life,

ndowmeut. [Hounse Purchise,
TAPE RECORDERS

—Al.l, I\I:ﬂ(l')'l l.w, demm_:ée

1i/Purchare, No inferest, No P/Tax.

Free delivery. Free Insurance Policy.
2 yeurs terms,—Howard Photograglic
(Dept. D}, 525, Croydon Road, Becken®
ham. .
TArY REQORDERS and Amplifiers
on very easy terms. Bend for leaflets:
Photo-Optix (London) Ltd., 75, Praed
Street, -London, W.2, PAD 2861.

BM&BS

A, RANDS, WEMBLEY 3096
| ABROAD/HOMF. Scasons Greetings,

Freddy Gordon's Now-Slyle Musie, 181,
Ciub, 5, Qerrard Street, London, W.l.

ACCOMULISHIED BANDE, PRO 4542,

FIRST-CLARS  Trio/Quartet, RV
B158.
MELONWGPES, 3-8 plece, fully re-

hearsed and experlenc»d. SNA 2162,

" RECORDING

MUSICAL SERVICES

MUBIC to LYRICS, etc., 36, Sudbury
Avenue, Wembiey. WM 3488,

BONGS AND LYRICS urgently
wanted by Exce! Bongwriters’ Bureau,
Excel House, Whitcomb Htreet, Loudon,
W.C.2.—Send s.a.c. for particulary.

WRITE A SONG for your favourite
| Star. Kaxy correspondence  course.
backed by pune! of experte. Publishing
contract or money refunded,—Detalls
free from : LINTON ' BCHOOL OF
SONGWRITING, Desk C. 20, Donmark
| Street, London, W.C.2.

REGENT BOUNBD STUIMOB, RALPE
FAMAN dirceting the finest studio up
West—for quick and satisfying service,
| tupe to disc—dize to tape. Ior pro-
fessional und private recordlug. Pianlst
or group can be suppiled. 4, Denmuork
Street, W.C. TKM 6709/3560.

JAZZ RECORODS

I
{
I

JAZZ RECORDS and books bought
and sold — hest prices from the best
shop.—THE INTERNATIONAL BCOK-
81OP, 52, Charing Cross Road, W.C.2.
Phone TEM 2315,

. L to

' expert.

Manslons, W.14. FUL 9838, enquiries
56.30—8 p.m.

MAEBTRO MARM  {''Maker of
Stars'’), The greatest teacher of them
gilu:— 01, New Bond #t, W.1, MAY

Apply: C.B.D.M. (E), 13, West Street,
Cambridge Circus, W.C.2, TKM 3378/4.

DO YOU RING ? Then study under a
QUALIFIED) teacher who CAN =ing,
and be sure your voice i8 trained by an
Full use {4 mude of modern
RIAORDING FTQUIIMENT during
lesgenn, BREGINNFRS a specinlity.—
Fhnone LAD 2836 for audition.
DItEAL Tuitlon, bexinners or advanced
—MAURICE PLACQUET. SHE 6000,
¥ RANKIY KING, Drum Lessons,
BAY 4608,

FRUEDDY NSTAI'F (Bkyrocketa Orch.
Trumpet Tuition, GLA 7518,

JIMINNY SHAKESPVEARE., trumpel
tuition, adv./heg. 51, West Kenslngton

RFG MORGAN, Tutor “and Manayer
to late STEVE CONWAY, will traln
YOUR VOICFE. Stuge, Redio, %’kl

Studioy: 97, Charlng Cross
W.C.2. GER 8106, AMR 3708,

BAM BROWNIC oan now take pupnn{
for vulce production and development |

at- his own =studio, 28, Wardour
8treet, London, W.1. GER 0867.
YOU CAN LEARN JAZZ with

Britain’s No, » Modern Trumpet teacher
FREDDY CLAYTON, MAT 9220,

PHOTO REPRODUCTIONS

ANNOUNCING a NEW Bervice |
Manuseripts reproduced on  siagle or
double-sided paper by new cheap
process,  WITILE YOU WAIT., THE
FHOTO REPRO. CO., 10, 8t. Martin's
Court, Charing Cross Road, w.c.z.\

(Opposite Leicoster 8quare Post Office).

SPEGIAL NDTICES

ALl MLSICIANB who aocecept paid
musical engngements should be in the
M.U.—Particulars: Aiex Mitchell, Lon-
don Organtser, 23, Sicil'an Avenue,
London, W.C.1. 1iOLborn 2218.

INCOME TAX

| MARILYN

dlve yoursrlt e yont friendy 1n

10in. x Rin

;‘Jalal,\' Booking for
HELANA FRESENTATIONS

Why not fer You ?

GERALD COHEN

a 14Jin. «x O4in. ralendar card
requested,  Sead o 38,
| tAONROE.

I SPEND THE WHOLE OF 1956 WITH

| wurkd’s must Inthied about calendar—
" MARILYN MONROIK In her acisntionn) ariists )

tali colonr art pinte reproduetion
with
pusial orider {post patd) 1o :—

1 FITZROY STREZT. LONDON. W.1

MONROE

pows, This beantifnl
Marliyn is mounted on
1958 calendur supplied FREPE i

84 pages 2/3

Telephone EBOR AGENCY

Temple Bar 33, Cranbourn St.,

0823/4 London, W.C.2
AGENCY

23 Albemarle Street, l
London, W.1 (H‘!De Park 0.:12)

EXCITING - CON
® Conplete Ufe alory and ambiiions

® Intimate detals and faveurile
Alury

@ Over 73 pletures: exelushve home
Iife shots

@ Fuli-pnge avtographed portrait

In fuct, 1he ¢ JOHNNIE

STAPLETON
COOPER L.

Cyrit Siapicton — George Cooper
[107-111 NEW OXFORD ST .,
LONDON, W.C.1
COVent Garden 2011-2-3

DANCE BAND - ORCHESTRAL
| VARIETY AND FILM AGENCY |

| EUROPE’S BIGGEST ‘
BAND BOOKER

ED. W, JONES

THEATRICAL, VARIETY
& CONCERT DIRECTION
(Member of the Agenty® Aswoclntion)

20 REYNOLDS ROAD,

NEW MALDEN, SURREY |

Derwent 2442 (threo lines})
Telegrams & Cables:

Phone ¢

MAKE SURE OF YOUR COFY by
Newsagent or Boeoksiall, allernatively

NOW ON SALE! The Sensational

“JOHNNIE RAY STORY”

(Page slze 7' x
A brilliant production on glossy art paper with striking 3-colour cover
TENTS Inclhude:—

RAY BTORY "’
EVERYMIING concerning (ha World’s most fabriois slaging persounalily,

43"

® Buck-siage secrots by Vie Lewis

@ Amnazing revelatlons by a polmist

@ Personnd  gintlstics,  opinlons,
Hobhies, ote.

@ Snecinl arijele by Johnnle Ray |

@ List of Jdises nud fan cluby

I* & complete  record

pincing an vrder TODAY wilh your
complete coupon below, POST NOW |

NAME ...

To NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS {J.
Please send me a copy of the "JOHNNIE RAY STORY'" { encloso
hetawith remittance for. 2/9 (inclusive of return postage)

R.5.) 5 Denmark Street, W.C,2

send it to us with your remittance.
COPY EACH FRIDAY

NAME.. ...

ADDRESS. . ..
{BLOCK CAPITALS)

| Tick perlod requsred

"Jazz" Phone, London

Why not ask your Newsagent to reserve a copy of the NME each week ?
| In the event of any difficulty, complete the subscription form below and

Please enter my name as a subscriber
commencing with your next issue:—

12 months (30/-) 6 months (1 5/-)
| Post to 'New Musical Expnss, 5 Denmarlt Strect, W.C.2

YOU CAN MAKE SURE OF YOUR
MORNING BY POST.

.

INCOME 'I'AX. The  Muasicians
T Tax Advisory Bervice, 318,
Abbey FHouse, Victorla Street, West-

mlnater. S W.i. ABB 5807,

Eluagamem of persens answering

these advertisememss must be made
through the local office of the
Ministry' of* Labour or Scheduled
Employment Agency if the applicani
is a man 18-64 inclusive, or a waman
aged 18:59 inclusive, unless otherwise
excepred from the provisions of the
Noiificailon of Vacancies Order 1952,

ENGAGEM ENTS WANTED

A('(mmnoh‘ ‘IMANIST. PRO 1542

ALTO/TENOR, BNA 2162,

ALTO/CLAR/Plano. Read/busk. Free
now, Cole : PAD 8040.

PIANIBT—IIENDON 9128,

rmm‘l’l' L.RLAM, ~MUS 3468,

MUSICIANS WANTED

BAND of lhe Aruyll % Sutherland
Hlghlanders reguirex sixophone and
elarinet players, also hoya 15—17 for
training as musicluns, Apply: Band-
master, Stirllng Castle, Scotiand.

THE CAMERONIANS (SCOTTISH
RIFLES) Band har vacanclea for Flute,
Cinr,/8ax. and Brasa Players ; also
Boys 15-17. Appiy: Bandmaster, The
Cameronlans {Scottikh Rifles}, BAOR 3.

VOCALISTS

FEMALE  VOCALIST required by
leading Birmingham Broadcasting
Orchestra, Write to: Box No. 510.

|NSTRIIMENT REPAIRS

Il.\luuz uAYEs Repalr 8ervice 1s
universally nrccepted as the best and
most economleal in Great Britain
Incquering o rpecialty. -— 20, Ramlly
Strest {Cambridge  Circus), w.1.
Gerrard 1285,

HONINERR—complete repair service
for accordiona and Chromuatlc Huar-

monlcua.
NME), 9, Farringdon Road, E.C.1.
HOL 8850/2253

Expert craftsmen.—Hohkner

RECORDS FOR SALE

1000 LIy AT 1/3rd OFF ! SPOT-
LS8N, BRAND NEW CUNDITION,
JAZZ — CLASBICAL ~— VOCALS —
ORCHESTItAR 10 AND 12 INCH,
ALSO EP'y, OCALLERS ONLY--NO
LASTS,—MOR IS, 89, Tottenham Coav
Road, W.1.

INSTRUMENTS FOR SALE

HIJ\ THAT SAXOPHONE or Clari-
net from Efmry Hayer, the saxophoue
speclalist, FEasy hire purchase ferms.
Three fiee lessons. Bexinners discrectly
advized, 20, Romily Btreet, Ca .‘

idge

|

1

DANNY
ARNOLD

CANADA'S INTERNATIONAL
COMEDIAN & COMPERE
MUS 2857

GMMUPHDNE

RECORD CABINETS \\ )

£5/10 to £17 Write for [§ i\
d=1ails
fasy Payments
from 3/ weelly
Stamrlord (Dp.M13) B
20 Colicge Parude
8alughury Road
London, N.W.8.

T =,

'))J

GUlTARsi

FINGER STYLE. Natusal|
Flat Top. Fixed Bridge.
Nylon Strings ... £6.12.6
CELLO MODEL, Plectrum

Style. Sunburst Finish. Steel
Strings ... £1.70
FRANCESC). Finger Style.
Natural Top.  Rosewood
Fingerboard £9.19.6
CORONKET. Plectrum Style,
Cello Built, Sunburst Finish.
£14.14.0

Style,

GRANADA. Finger
Natural Pine Top. Nylon
Strings ... ... £13. 4.6

TATAY. Spanish Finger Siyle

£15, 0.0

BROADWAY. Plectrum Siyle.
Natural Finish £16.16.0

LEYIN, Finger Style, Spruce'

op Mahogany Body
£30. 0.0 ]
CoR()NET. Cel6 Buill. Plec-
trum Mode!, with Case
. £31. 0.0
“Canvas Covers from 17/3
Cases from £3.13.0

{ FRANCIS, DAY & HUNTER, LTD

138/ 1494, CIIAR.ING CRORS IIOAI),
LONDON, W.C.2
TEM Bar $351/3

R e b

Clreus, W.1. Gerrard 1285,
GENUINE SPANIRI{ GUITARS, Par-
ticulars. C.B.D.M., 15, West Btreet,
W.C.8. TEM 33734/4.
MANM.M(F.ss O MANAGER
wanted, N.W.10 area. Gram, Record
Dept. Good@ pay and prospeets with
eventual share to sultable applicant.—
Tel.: Elgar 4848,

ART LIFE
PHOTOGRAPHS

¥or Artists and Connoinscury
Particulars to apphcants
stating profenslon or age and
enclosing 23d. &.a.e.

BCM/BUZ (M.E)

Mono louse, Loudon, W.C.U

MUSIC COPYING

+ MUBICSTAT.'~—City Reproduction
Centre, 4, Denmark 8t., W.C.2. TEMple
Bar 1041, COVent Garden 2570.

ISSUE
NOW
ON SALE
The great monthly
magazine for all
record and dance
music enthusiasts ‘
36 pages beauﬁfully

EXCITING CONTENTS IN

DAVID WHITFIELD
LITA ROZA
Special feature articles

MITCH MILLER * JOHNSTON
JERRY COLONNA -

Plus' "MY HUSBAND" by

-

of JIMMY YOUNG; FRAN

Make sure of yout copy by placing
Bookstall.
tssue on day of publication.

YOU MUSTSEGURE THE JANUARY

Personally written articles by these stars

DICKIE VALENTINE » AL MARTINO

GEOFFREY EVER!TT

Leader of the Band STAN KENTON; Front Cover Portrait

Strip-cartoon; Potted biographies of Jimmy Young, Mario
Lanza, Janie Marden, Lena Horne, Julius La Rosa, Johnny
Desmond, etc. and Record Reviews: U.S. Record and Film
Gossip ; 208 Highlights ; Glamour Page ;
Portrait : Fan Club Pzge and A Host of Stars on Parade.

Alternatively, fill in this coupon and receive the lanuary
POST NOW

illustrated
on glossy art paper

iPRICE 2/-

THIS ISSUE INCLUDES

* PATTI PAGE

PETER MADREN

BROTHERS * DON CORNELL
DANNY PURCHES
Mrs. FRANKIE VAUGHAN

K SINATRA'S Life Story in

Diana Dors

an order with your newsagent or

To "HIT. PARADE",
Please send me the January issue, |
postage). [No stamps ploase)

Name ........cccoovvvinnaes
Addresscomit. .. ke aveie.....

Capltal deiters

5 Denmark Street; London, W.C.2

enclose 2s. 3d. (inclusive of return

Now Available!
2nd Printing of the

“STAN KENTON
STORY" 2/6a.

28-page Leautifully printed art-illustriied
Booklet alt about this famous Modera Man
ol Music, his Orchestra, “aloists and
personal career.
A boor cvcry fan twill want o teeh a3«
permanent muwnlr,
Send 2/9d. (Inclasive of retarn pustnge)
for this wonderful buok to KENTON
STORY, NME.3 DENMARK 8T, W.C.2

~ PUBLICATIONS

FRANK SINATRA Fans: Read ahout
Frankie in ' Movie Sereen.”’ price 2/9,
pont free.—Keegan's Rookshop, 20a,
Gt. Denmark Street, Dullin.

GILLENN MILLER Discography—-over
100 pages giving complete delajis every
record on which Miller ever played with
own and other bands, including A K F,
Band, 1825-1944, Complete, authorifa-
tive, up to date. Life story, noies and
photographs.  Just published-—Ilmited
printinig ' 10/68d. (by post 11734,)
Fonorary Secretary, Mlller Boeiety, 3,
Gt, Percy Street, W.C.1

DRUMS

DOC. HUNT ruys:

“ Yolk love {o {hink (hey
are gelllng something for
(hey
for

really
noiblng

aolhiny, bul
are gelling
svmething !’
THi DOU’S
SPECIAL  LINE O
CONGA  DRUMS
£7 108, ench
winner for
Year'a Live |
Rerdy lepped beads,
slicks, brushes,
pedals, sinnds, cym-
hals and (he drums awml tam-l
in all finishes,  Wo give you real
Drummerc’s® Service here, and 1t s
IMMEDIAYE, the IFASTESY BVER
ORGANISED, I give you the
DPDRUM SERVICE | could never get,

Y “JET”" Bemiy SERVICE

A New 8

L. W. HUNT DRUM CO., LTD,

1 he Drunnmers' Headynarters
101" Archer Bt., Shafieshors Ave,,
(behind Windmil} 'heatre)
Landon, W.1, GERrare ¥OLE




THE NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS

-t

‘BOURKE MUSIC LTD.

21 DENMARK STREET,
LONDON, W.C.2

‘A S this is the last issue of the
AR 'NME in 1955, we have
afforded extra space to our con-
troversial Alley Cat to enable a
distribution of " cat's whiskers "—
awarded for some of the oulstand-
Ing performances and achievements
during the yéar. |

The first " whisker " goes to
Cyrit Stupteton — -for his consistent
first-class direction of the BBC Show
Band; his Dailp Mail, award as
No. t musical personality; outstand-
ing disc sules success with * Blue
Star " ; brilliant handiing of the
Sunday TV serics, and the honour
of appearlng with the Show Band,

at the Royal Command Varicly
Performance, before H.M. Th
Queen.

To Ruby Murray for the magni-
ficent dccomplishment of h.avinE ive
best-selilng records in the NME top
twenty chari—all at the sime time!

To Frarcis Essex for his Yrilliant
roduction of the TV " Off The

ecord "’ series — and to Stanley
Black and his Orchestra fotr their

accompuniment of the artists In every ¢

programme.
~To Puddy Roberts, the most
successfol British  songwriter of the
yenr,

Christmas Of All,"” etc.

To Stan Kenton for his tren,ilips
contribution towards the deci®ion of
AF ot M chief, James Petiillo, to
permit an Anglo-U.S. band ¢xchange,
nfter a deadlock of twenty years,

To Cyrit Simons, managing direc-
tor of the Leeds - Pickwick—Duchess
group of who

tis hittitles include ** Softiy, M " W
Softly,” * Meot Me On The Coiv wist ok TR B
“ Evermore,” “The Very 2

»e 5
. the  Palladium

guided American titles into the best
selling music lists — and, on cach
occasion, (he songs had not attained
success in the U.S. Thtxv includo
“Dreamboat,” “Chrislmas Alphabef,”
“ Finger Of Suspicion,” * Close The
Door™ * The Banjo's Back In
Town,” eic.

To David Whitfield and Manto-
vani. Each recclved a  ** Golden
Record ” for selling morc than a
million discs,” and both cnhanced
British prestige in  America—Whit-
ficld on four top New York TV
shows; Mantovani for his coast-to-
coast coucert tor of the Staies,
resulting in a longer scries of dates
later this year. -

To Ted Heath and his Orchestra-
on attaining their tenth anaiversary;
again winning the NME poll -~ and
maintaining- a_high standurd which
is a credit to British dance music.
_To Denuis Lotis—the slickest solo
singing act in varicty. .

To Nat Temple, a bandleader who
blossomed Into a great comedian in
the Braden radio and tclevision series.

To Johnnie Ruy for commandi
the national press publicity which
made the public far more conscious
vocal stars. .
To Jimmy Younp, who proved that
comebacks  uaro possible, with suc-
cessive No. I disc hits—** Unch:nlncd
rom

, Val Parnell for prescml'nﬁ the
-« IV sgeries—* Sunday Night at
and first-class
ATV

week-end  viewing on  the
channel.

. To Joe Loss for not only celebmat-
ing his *“Silver Jubilee” as a
bandicader. but remaining at the top

{Continuod in column 5)

music companics

The members of the Four-in-a-Chord vocal group get together with staff

executives and other guests at the

Southern Music Christmas Party—

{l. to r.): Guby Muir, Lewis Cleaton, ABun Crawford, Lou Campara,
Pat Sherlock, Jemmy Muir, Jimmy Parkinson, Mux Diamond and
Laurie Cleaton,

BREAKING THROUGH

| A5 PLAYED BY EVERYONE

STARTING THE YEAR WITH A HIT
BILL HALEY'S LATEST

ROGK-A-
BOOGIE

- TINA MARIE

| Recorded by PERRY COMO (HMV), DENNIS HALE (Decca) [

THE GREAT BRITISH BALLAD |

- THERE'S ALWAYS A FIRST TIME |

| Recorded 'by MARGARET BOND (Decca), DANNY PURCHES (Columbia) |
KITZA KAZACOS (MGM)

'TANGO CAPRICCIOSO|

Recorded by AMBROSE {MGM), JOHNNY GREGORY ({Nixa)

BEATIN’

ORCHESIRATIONS NOW READY

156 CHARING CROSS RD., W.C.2
(OVent Garden 0351/2

LTD.

. GROSVENGR MUSIC CO.

This happy group, photographed st Decen’s Christuus Party, shows

{. to r): Teddy Warwick (BRC), Jackie Buckiund and Bob Crabb

(Decca), Juck Dubbs (BBC), Frank Chucksfield, Bil Cotton, Jor.,
Tony Hall (Decca), Mrs. Ray Sonin and BIl Cotton, Sur.

NN PN

by THE

TML-PIECES ALLEY CAT

I.‘AM‘UUS US. national

 magazine ** Suppressed,”
w8 laupnched a-campaign cx-
posing major recotding com-
panies and top stars who copy
disca from small Jabels . . .
Vocalist Monty Nornun and
his fiancée, Diana Coupland,
are now personally managed by
Bunny Lewis . . . Laughter at
the commencement of last Iri-
day’s Show Bandl broadcast was
caused by Cyril Stapleton's dis-
covery that he was wearing odd
shoes?! . . .

Arranger”Bob Shurples will be
conduciing his orchestra for new
Terry Thomas fortaightly TV
series; also talk of a special
Decca contract for Bob . . . Sur-
prise visitor last week at pre-
recosding of Framkie Vaughan's
first programme in ncw 208 serics
was Dinvid Whitfield . . , Fraok
Sinatra will coliect double royal-
ties from *“Love Is A Tender
Trap "—he also publishes the
song . . .

HOLIDAY LOOKING AND
LISTENING: The BBC will have
nothing to fear if AR-TV pro-
grammes do not imProvc on the
** Dick Lester Show * last Priday ;
the only bright spot was a pleas-
ing contribution from Patti Lewis
. . . Impressive performance by
Yic Damone from the London
Pallachum on  Sunday, marred
only by his choice of “Comc Back
To Sorrento® . . . Who was
responsible for the comedian’ in
the Harry Roy BBC-TV show on
Monday, and why must Harry
sing ? . . . What better day could
{»rcccde Christmas Day than -Jill
Day 7 Congralulations also 10
Jack Puyne on a good perform-
ance in the BBC “Pantomania”™
TV production . . . Nico to hicar
Lita Rozus broadeasling again last
Friday—particularly her tasteful
vocal of ** Hey There ™ . ..

AT THE EMI CHRISTMAS
PARTY: Plenty of laughter fromn
the Jerry Colopna quarier ; a few
hours later, Jerry was ‘planing
home to America ... Alma
Cogan promised Geofirey Everitt
to appcar as a guest artist in a
Frunkie Vaughan 208 broadcast
...Our Managing Dircctor
Muarice Kinn was beaming from
the compliment by Lawrence
Wright that the NME is Britain’s
best music paper . . . So man
music publishcrs  brought back
memorics of the Tin Pan Alley
Ball . . . Ruby Murray looked
wonderful and still retajns her
natural charm . . .

Congratulations t0 Ted Heath
drummer Ronaie Verrell — the
only British musician Lo sccure &
placing in the U.S. “Down Beat™
poll . . . Publisher Harold Fields
was off to Madrid last week for
busincss talks, only a few days
after returning from successful
(rip to America . . . An advertise-
ment from the Harold Fielding
organisation included the mname
Johnny Brandon (Polygon); as
business represcntatives they
should have realised he has
switched to Nixa . . . Whoever is
responsible for the publicity of
the Tanner Sisters can be con-
gratulated on the number of
photographs published of them in
a certain musical paper during the
past year!l . . .

Could orchestradeader [ pianist
Eric Jupp be Britain's answer (o

Libernce ? 1lis suave appearance .
plus a large amount of radip and
television dales is creating plenty
of feminine interest... The Star-
gazers sing the Robert Farnon-
Norman Newell composition of
the Litle song **All For Mary" in
the film . . . Alma Cogan will be
competing with her  favourite
singer—-Frank Sinatra—for British
disc sales of “Love And Mar-
rlage’ . . . Did Eartha Kiit'y
British agents anticipatc her
Christmas Eve arrival in London ?

HOT F THE WAX
WORKS: Anticipate tremendous
EMI drive on Capitol records In
Britain next month; Tennessee
Emie's U.S. smash hit ** Sixteen
Tons " is the first success Capitol
expect here in 1956 . . . Composer
of * Seventeen * is Boyd Bennett
his recording of the title graced
the top iwenty frame last weck

. . Although ¥mmy Young's
*“ Someone On Your Mind ” has
entered the best-sellers, this is
unlikely to give him a hat-trick of
No. 1 dises . . . Inside informa-
tton su%gcsm that the record to be
waxed by Lita Roza within the
next few days will give her a much
descrved and long awailed hit . . .

The snooping Alley Cat was the
first to reveal re-organisation of
the Ronnje Scott Band ; now keep
an cye on our ncws pages for a
starting Teddy Foster stm;;'. .
Disc-jockey, bandlcader Chapple
D’Amato is the latest music
personality to become a record
critic , . . Pete Murruy com-
etently handled his first major

V assignment — * People Arc
Funny ™ —- last Sawrday . . .
Former Radio Luxcmbourg pro-
ducer Philllp Jones is expected to
aceept an important post with acw
Granada TV station in Man-
chester . .

“OFF THE RECORD?"
COMMENTS: Last Monday’s
gala TV presentation of the ycar's
top disc-stars was not complcte
without Dickie Vaulentine and
David Whitfield . . ."As Don
Lang was included in the star-
studded line-up, why has he not
becn featured carlicr in the
scries ? . . . Scemed strange that
Ruby Murray was allowed to sing
five of her hit titles, yct Alma
Cogan was only permitted one—
despite the fact Ruby has not had
more discs than Alma in Lthe Lop
twenty during the year . . .
Another unusual oversight was
the omission of * Cherry Pink
by Eddic Calvert—rcmembering
that his version held No. 1 posi-
tion for many wecks . . .

Yes, there 1s a change to report
al Milts Music ; Bobby Heath
left the company last weck, and
manager Fred Jackson has almost
completed arrangements for a
first-class replacement . . .

Burbara Lyon was given two
Siamese kittens as a Christmas
present, At Mrs. Ray Martin's
sug cstion, they have hCC'.;I’l named

ing" and “1} pam &
Although Holliday's

King |

Michacl |
“Yellow Rose Of Texas"
reach  the best scllers — but
Columbia chief Norrie Paramor
has a great deal of faith in him,
and anticipates big reaclion to his
* Sixteen Tous™ . . .

CLOSING TAIL PIECE:
Thanks for the hundreds of letters
praising this column——and thanks
1o the readers who threatened to
seratch the cat's eyes : n Happy
Necw Year to you all. Hope you
will keep writingl . . .

|

|
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of the trec for twenty-five yecars—
during which time he opened up
some of the best 'venues in Britain
for name bands.

To the Nixa Record Company —
threc hit selling discs within three
monaths of their inception is a well
deserved reward.

To Lita Roza for her magnificent
courage in singing her way back into
the heants of the pubtic, after suffer-
ing from a scrious illness,

To Dickie Valentine on his fan-
1astic successes in the NME poll;
having six discs (including two No. i
titles) in the top twenty—also retain-
ing hls unassuming ~manner amd
showing the utmost consideration for
his funs.

To FEric Deluney, who was not
short-sighted, but went to the
extreme t¢ cnsurc a brilliantly pro-
duced varicty presentation and
roving he is our leading showman/
andleader.

To E. R. (Ted) Lewis, the record-
ing genius, who cnsured first-class
distribution. and  exploitation for
British artists mm America on his

- London lubel—and to the directors

of EMI, who shook the music
industry throughout the world by
acquiring control of Capitol Records,
which will prove another valuable
outict for British taleat in the States.

To Clemest Cave, the Radio
Luxembourg execuiive, for providing
opular music cnthusiasts with the
:si(_ possible programmes on sound
radio.

To Malcolm “aughun, Don Lang,
Barbara Lyon and Harry Secombe,
who entered the NME best selling
aqcord chart with their very first
isc.

To Doris Day-—-not only for her
great screen rdles and success in our
nationwide poll.  but captivating
Londoners with her ofi-stage charm
when visiting Briafn for the first
time.

To Wlniired Atwell, who smashed
cvery box office record throughout
the year in Australia 'and New
Zealand,

To Ambrose for recapturing West
End glamouwr for bunds at the Café
de Paris.

To the NME ncws slaff who
secured hundreds of exclusive scoops
—and_left all competitors far behind
in_ being firsf to present the public
A the up-to-the-minute  high-
Jigghts.

To the NME Readers for your
encouraging support and appreciation
of. our efforts, which inspires us 1o
g:crsl'gsgou with the maximum effort
in

*

Nice gesture last week by comedian
and  vocal star Max  Bygraves—
appearing in *“ Mcet Me On The
Corner ” at the London Hippodrome
~—when he presented each member
of the resident pit orchestra with a
b%trlle of champagne as a Christmas
gift.

The orchestra is, of course, led by
Jimmy Miller,

* * *

Columbla recording chief Norrie
Puramor always throws a big Christ-
mas party and this year's cvent at his
Hampstcad home had sufficient ccle-
brities in attendance for a junior
edition of * Who's Who.”

Some of the highlights of the
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The Directors of DIX LTD. are pleased to
announce the opening of their

NEW PREMISES at:

18 SOHO SQUARE, LONDON, W.1

Phone: GERRARD 1672/3

AS FROM JANUARY 2nd, 1956

and extend a hearty welcome to all their friends

- shindig * were (rumpet solos from
Fddie Calvert ; Norric and Ray
Murtin playing duets at the piano ;
Bryan Johmsen vocally virile;
Geofirey Everitt leading a chorus in
a smg-song of party tunes ; BBC
producer Johnny Stewart entertaining
at the piano and the picce de résist-
ance— Ray Martin blowing **St. Louis
Blues' on Eddic Calvert's frumpet.

* * o I——

For their broadeast tonight (Friday)
Cyril Stapleton and the BBC Show
Band-—with guest singer Dick Jumes
and resident vocal team, the Star-
razers— will be presenting a session
of hit tunes of 1955,

When the Show Band’s Friday pro-
grammes swiich lo a lunchtime spot
on January 20, it is understood that
cach week they will feature a medley
of British compositions.

* * *

Producer Dickie Leeman’s ATV
* Music Shop,"” presented by Gerry
Wilmot, tomorrow (Saturday, 31st)
will include Ken Mackintosh, Dennls
Lotiy, Alma Warren, Jane Forrest,
the Muple Leaf Four and DPeter
Knight with his Singers.

* S >

The sales of Dickic Valentine's
tremendous hit, * Christmas Alpha-
bet,” are likely 10 total somewhere in
the region of 500.000.

Up until Thursday of last weck—in
Britnin  alone—the disc’s sales had
exceeded 400,000 in approximately
four weeks, which is probably the-
fastest selling record by a Brilish
artist in post-war years,

In addition to these figures there
will, of course, be overseas returng
to come in which will probably top
the half-million. :

* Christmas Alphabet ”  publisher,
Cyril Shions, js feeling very pleased
not only with the sensationsl_disc an
sheet music sales, but also by {he fact
that the song on the reverse side of
the record is also published by

Incidentally, more than twelve
months in advance, Dickie has re-
corded a special title for Christmas,
1956 1

* *

A “ command performance " in an
unusug sctting was given by former
NME Assistant Editor, Pip Wedgo
and his fiancée, Miss Jeun Powe, at
a London police station last week.

Pip, now General Manager of the
commercial TV compuany Musical
Facilitics Ltd.,, and Jean had heen
amusing themsclves recently by slng-
ing duets into a lape recorder. Jean's
flat was burgled & few days later and
the recorder, among other things, was
stolen,

Last week detectives phoned and
asked Jean and Pip te comc to the,
station as a recorder had been
recovered,

And to prove the machine was the
missing one, .they had to sing the
songs which were on the tape before
the blue-clad audicnee !

* *

On Caterina  Vulente's Junuary
release of * Fiesta Cubana,” buyers
witl get a nmipe-track  bargain,
Caterina has dubbed her voice five
times and plays four different instrue
ments.

Heliodor, the company which re-
lcases the Valente titles in this
country, are also kceping an eye on
the first disc on their label by ?ianisl
Crazy Otto. The titles are * Glad
Rag Doll * and ** Smiles."”

— PORTHCAWL :
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