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THEY call Perry Como “ Mr. Nice Guy.” Who do? The

tag was given him by the studio technicians, the dancers,
the musicians—the important little people on his weekly TV
show that we are going to see through BBC-TV on Wednesdays
from the beginning of next month.

The show is making history. For
the first time we will be seeing
films of ome of America’s top
three variety shows each week,
within a matter of days after its
original screening in the United
States.

Cost ot the programmes is some-
thing like £2,500 a week—a lot of
money and probably the highest fee

nature. Nothing ever perturbs him
or elates him !

He has been in show business

for thirty years, fifteen of them as

a major star. He has never been

known to have a temperamental fit
or an ulcer.

Como’s show takes up his entire

"week. With preparations and re-

hearsals, he gets little time for golf.

the BBC has paid for a filmed Instead, when he has a break, he
programme. takes up an imaginary golf club

What sort of programme is and swipes a make-belicve ball
worth this sum? Well, *“The round the studis.

Perry Como Show " is just what
it says—Perry Como sings, intro-

. duces guest stars and gag with
them. {it's all Como.

Peak-~-hour

In America .it is the peak Saturday
night programme. NBC gave him-
the job of beating the established
high ratings - of Jackie Gleason, a
comedian betler known here for his
lush-sounding orchestral LP's.

Peérry’s. series -started in September,

Another recreation, reserved for
studio breaks, is knmitting. Perry
learnt from the lady members of
the Ray Charles Singers who are
regulars on his show. i

There can be few men with knit-
ting for_a pastime who are million-
aires.
thought, Como- will admit ta being
worth more than a million.

Pierino Ronald Como was born in
Canonsburg, -a small, dirty town in
Pennsylvania, in 1912. When he was
only ten ycars old Pierino was

1955. By September, 1957, there was apprenticed to a local barber and
no Gleason. Como had won the went to clean out the shop before
battle, school and again in the evenings.

Not that Como cared a great deal
for such victory. The outztanding
thing about the man is his relaxed

He got 50 cents a week.
By the time he was 14, Perry owned

Though he shudders at the.

whom you'll be
seeing on your
tele-screens soon

he shaved. The townspeople—there
were only 8,000—soon heard about
it and Perry was asked to sing at
local entertainments.

Still_ in. his teens, he joined a
touring band that passed through
Canonsburg singing through the
then standard megaphone * which
we covered with phony star dust.”
After four years, he moved to a

name band — Ted Weems' — and
stayed for seven years.

Como married a childhood sweet-
heart, Roselle Belline, when he was
with his first band. They had a 24-
hour honeymoon before Perry set
out on an eight-month tour that kept
him away from his bride.

Ronnie, their first child, was born
some years later while Perry was in
Chicago. As they toured round
America, the baby lay on a quilt
spread out on the back seat of
Perry’s car.

Unhappy

_ But Perry was not happy to think
that his boy would grow up without
a home of his own.

He gave wuwp his job with the
band and for a time it looked as
if. he would become a barber. To
be with his. family, Perry didm’t
mind spending the rest of his life
cutting hair.

Fortunately he was rescied by
agents who fixed him with- a radio
show, ¢ The Supper Club.” - This
was at the end of the war when radio
still held a major influence in Ameri-
can show business. Within eight
weeks “ Supper Club” won .a Bill-
board poll as the best radio show '

It was the start of Perry’s long
climb to the big time. The series
lasted six years and then transferred
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gaining ascendancy. Then, just over
two years ago, he was given the
big Saturday show.

Perry’s early radio and TV series
made him a major record name in
America and there are several rows
of Gold Records among his trophies
at his home. “Till The End Of
Time,” “ Prisoner Of Love” and
* Temptation >’ were among the most
memorable.

Como’s stature here has not been
so great. Many of his titles were
covered by British artists and some-
times Como’s versions were not
released in Britain at all. One of
the big exceptions was * Hot
Diggity ™ last year which climbed
high in the best selling records
charts.

Throughout his solo - career,
Perry has recorded for RCA-
Victor in America. Now!that this
label is issued -separately in
Britain there may be a different
future for his records.

One of his latest releases is an

LP—* We Get Letters.”- This is the
title of the request spot in his TV
series. It is a collection of the tunes

MALCOLM JOHNS turns the spotlight

on America’s greatest TV ‘character—

most frequently-asked for by Amen-
can viewers.

This then is the story of the man
who will be making British television
history next month. 1t is a story
few can equa!. A story of a man
almost unknown to British people.
He bhas never been here, few
Britishers have met him.

Lonnie Donegan is one of the
exceptions, During Lonnie’s first
American trip, early last year, he
was a guest on the Como show—
a great homour for any performer,
whatever his nationmality.

Como’s ltalian parcniage has lcft
a clear mark on the man—similar
in some ways to his friend, the
equally retiring Frankie Laine. Perry
is fond of bright colours. Relearsing
for the TV show, he may be wearing
a vivid red sweater and pale blue
slacks.

His black hair is bristly,
short to wave, but far from a
drastic crew cut. Perry usually
wanders round decp in thought
breaking out with a quip to end
that tension surrounding amy re-
hearsals. Then his dark brown
eyes sparkle -and his whole face
lights wvp.

Golf is Como's favourite sport. At
home he likes to lie down and watch
TV for hours on end.

Home is a 14-roomed white house
at Sands Point, Long Island, about
25 miles from the TV studios. Perry
and Roselle picked it because of the
inaccessibility.

Good cdok

Few photographs have been taken
of the people who live at the house.
With the help of- only one maid,
Roselle, the girl who met Perry at
a school picnic when they were 14,
manages to cope with all the cooking
and chores. Their three children,
Ronnie (18), David (11) and Terri (9),
are never photographed.

Perry is a good cook and when
there are privileged visitors, he is
likely to be doing some of the kit-
chen work himselif.

Hardly the sort of life you would
cxpect from a millionaire. But Perry
Como is no usual sort of millionaire.
He would be just as happy being far
less successful,

Yet his work brings joy to
millions. A few more millions
are going to join the throng
when we. see “him regularly
here next month.

too

“ I’D never seen it happen before.

the show, the whole cast sta
orchestra leader Ron Goodwin.
phenomenal Johnny Mathis.

It happened when both were
featured on * The Big Record,”
Patti Page’s 60-minute American
TV show devoted to recording
stars. Ron flew to New York for
the show recently as a follow-

up to his “Skiffling Strings”
success, which entered  the
American charts as * Swinging

Sweethearts.”

The whole cast worked for three
days on the show. Ron had a lot of
time to study Mathis.

“In any TV show there is plenty
of waiting around to do. This one
was no exception. 1 often found my-
self talking to Mathis,” the British
orchestra leader said.

* He is emergetic and slim. [t is
easy to understand that he was a
very successful athlete only a few
months ago. His work constantly
sparklcs and he already has an
assured stage presence.”

Mathis, Ron found, is very serious
minded. “ He’s very anxious to get
a big hit here, but 1 don't think it
was just because of the imcreased
income he wouild receive. He is keen
to visit the country, to meet the
people and see the sights.”

Mathis wasn’t the only person
Goodwin met on the show. Other

RON
GOODWIN

T’

JOHNNY
MATHIS

During a run through before
rted applauding an artist,” reports
The artist he referred to is the
guests included Les Paul
singer-wife, Mary Ford.
The couple are mainly known for
their multi - dubbed  guitar ~vocal
records. But when Ron met them.
Les Paul wag breaking fresh ground
by playing a jangle box piano.
After the *“Big Record,” Ron
started a hectic tour of disc jockeys
in the big cities from New York to
Chicago. “ Each day there was a
different city and new people to meét
“The informality of the d-j’s
amazed me. 1 would arrive in a
studio” in the middle of a broadcast
Perhaps the d-j would be talking
about dog biscuits. Suddenly I'd be
asked to give my views on dog
biscuits I”
But Goodwin’s most unnerving
experience came on a day-time
TV muosic show, The host just
played records and teemagers in the
studio danced to fill the picture.
Nothing was rehearsed. When Ron
was introduced on the air one of the
dancers came up and started asking
him questions |

‘But in a country where you can
buy the latest hit record at 3.30 in
the morning,” Goodwin thought,
“Why should 1 be put off by-being
quizzed by the people who actually
buy my records?”
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HREE records currently appearing -in the Top Twenty
bracket over Stateside have just been released here,

together with- home-produced

versions of the same songs.

Except for one. ’'m net over-confident that these songs will
repeat their success this side of the water.

Margie Rayburn is a lass who
has invaded the male-monopoly of
the hit parade, with “I'm Avail-
able.” lssued here on London
HLU 8515, the song
medium paced and with an easy-
going beat.

Margie employs the increasingly
popular gimmick of sing'ng with her-
self, and the resul{ is quite pleasant,
but no more than that.

Multi-track recording s also a
feature of the two British discs ['ve
heard The best, by a narrow margin,
is Cynthia Lanagan on Parlophone.
Her interpretation i§ a shade
smoother than that of her rivals.

Cynthia has a cute number for
her coupting, * Don’t Stop, Don't

Stop, Tell Me More,” and she

ninkes a good job of it.

The Oriole waxing of * I'm.Avail-
able " 1s different in that the vocalist
is a male. The name of Dave Burgess
is new to me. and first impressions
suggest that he might be worth hear-
ing again.

He s parucularly pleasing
“Who's Gonna Cry?” a
appealing calypso

As a song. * I'm Available,” 1s not
really worth a place in the Top
Twenty If it makes the grade, I'll
be surprised.

with
slow,

90 e%e 0% 0% 0% o0 0% o%
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Another - American hit 1§
* Raunchy.” an instrumental recorded
by Bill Justis and his orchesira on
London-American A jangling, wail-
ing number with little 10 recommend
it other than the heat ¢cven that gets
monotorous) and a  repetitious
melody (if it can be called that),
which just hammers its way into your
brain.

The Justis orchestra doubles up
with * The Midnight Man.” Nof
especially exciting, but much bétter
than the other side. This one is a
vocal, an interesting feature being
the neat use of chorus in the
background.

The British coverage of "“Raunchy™
is by Ken Mackintosh and his orches-
tra oo HMV POP 426. While the

is quiet, |
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arrangement s not vastly d:Herent
from the Amenican version, Ken has
given more form and substance (o the
music.

i still cun't find any entertainment
value in this nomber. but if Ken can
pui a British band in the hit parade.
then | shall be delighted. He cer-
tainly has a hetter chance than Mr
Justis.

Ken's flipover 1s - Mojo,” another
rocking mstrumental. which frankly.
10 me. doesn’t sound all that diferent
from ** Raunchy "'

oo olealocle als ole oTe 0T

The third import trom the U.S.
Top Twenty, and the one which |
rate as having the biggest chance of
4 1epeat success over here, is * Liutle
Biity Pretty One.” [hurston Harris
and The Sharps ceriain'y make this a
strong commercial  contender for
honours, on Vogue V 9092,

TORME MEEIS THE BRITISH

Mel Tormé recorded this album
while in London—and a remark-
able one it turned out. Between
planning by Mel and John Franz,
not forgotting  Wally  Stott’s
accompaniment, there’s something
for everyone—* Danny Boy " for
the Irish, " For ‘One And Only
Highland Fling " for the Scottish
(and dig the accent), and good
singing for the Welsh.

For (he English, there’s a haunt-
ing * Greensleeves,” “These
Foolish Things ™ and ‘* London
Pride,” with vocal attention paid
to the singing nightingale in
Berkeley Square and that lovely
bunch of coconuts (encore the
accent ') as well as a jivey * Lime-
house Blues.” Served up by
Philips, the vital, velvety voice ot
Tormé 1s here at its best.

SKI1 TRAILS

Jo Stafferd, with husband Paul
Weston and his Music, plus
Norman Luboff Choir and The
Starlights vocal group, in a [2-
song medley of wintery favourites.

Best is the snappy * Baby, It's
Cold Outside,” with * June In
January,” *“ By The Fireside"™
and * I've Got, My Love To Keep
Me Warm™ proving most ecasy on
the ears, too. This gay LP is
on Philips label

SARAH VAUGHAN SINGS
GEORGE GERSHWIN
(Vol. 1 amd 2)

Here is Sarah Vaughan at hes
vibrant, sultry best—singing songs
by the maestro himself. The range
is extensive, from 1922's hits—
“1'lf Build A Stairway To Para-
dise ' and “ Plgase, Do It Again ™
—through the immortal * Porgy
and Bess' mnumbers, * Summer-
i and * My Man's Gone
" (o :938's * Love Walked
In.” Something for the connois-
seur on Mercury Hal Mooney
directs the orchestra throughout.

THE PAJAMA GAME

Doris Day—singing as attrac-
tively as she looks on the sleeve
of this Philips sound-track-from-
the-film LP—makes a great job of
“Smalt Talk,” *Once-a- Year
Day.” *“There Once Was A
Man * ¢all duets with John Raitt),
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ays 4 hese three U.S. hits

are doubtful
starters here

Gimmick-ltaden from start to
finish ; the fast-moving beat is
emphasised by handclapping and
the tyric is very brief. The greater
puart of the vocal is taken up by
humming. cither one or more
voices.

This song gets high marks from me
tor attempling 10 be d:fferent from
the usual rock'material, and succeed-
ing n a big way

Flipside has Thursion H giving
with a clear and vigorous, rockin’
vocal in “ 1 Hope You Won't Hold
1t Against Me.”

Bobby Day and [he Satellites
tackle © Little Biuty Pretty One ” for
HMV. Not as good as Thursion
Harris.

The flipover is a miserably slow rock
version of *‘When The Swallows

Come Back To Cap:strano.”

reviewed by
Allen Evans

and in the snappy 74 Cents.
which comes over best. Curol
Haney makes * Hernando's Hide-
' really sizzle and Eddie
Jor., does * Racing With
The Clock = well

FRESH AND FANCY-FREL

A gay, galloping Capitol LP
bringing back the Andrews Sisters,
excellently supported by Billy
May’s orchestra  Patty, Maxene
and LaVerne breathe treble life
‘nto everything they sing, as in
this medley that goes from the gay
*“ Hooray For Love,” * The Song
Is You' and * Of Thee | Sing =
o the sentimental * You Do
Something To Me ” and * Never-
dheless ™

As always, the Andrews girls
sing as one, still .the best harmony
singers in the business.

THE WILDES1

A rip-roaring album ol song
and jazz, served up with spice and
sauce, with Louis Prima’s grit-
voice, wife Keely Smith’s vital
vocalising, and accompaniment of
Sam Butera {tenor sax superb) and
The Witnesses.

Louis gags as he warbles in
* Ain't Got Nobody,” ducts with
Keely in * Nothing’s Too Good
For My Baby,” rips on his trum-
in *The Lip,” * Body And

and  ** Night Train,”
soothes with a two-tempo version
of * Buona Sera,” and mounlts
the excitement in ** Jump, Jive and
Wail,” *5 Months, 2 Wecks, 2
Days " and * You Rascal, You.”
A capital Capitol LP.

POP PARADE VOL. 5
(Mercury : Susie-Q—Crew Cuts;
Sixteen—Curtin Gordon; The BDoor
ts Open—Billy KEckstine and Sarah
Vaughan; Shisk-Kebab — HRalph
Marterie and orchestra; Rockin® Is
My Business—Freddie Bell and Bell-
boys; Bye, Bye Love—Chuck Miiler;
Old Cape Cod—Patti Page; My
Dream—The Platters; Foor Buller-
Ay—S8Sarmh Vaughan: Around The

World—Dick Contine orchesira).

. Most have -been issued as
singles. but the whole makes up
a compact addition to your !0-
inch LP collection.

Regreifully, | cannot give full
marks .0, the new Ronnie Hilton
platter. Hhigh marks, yes, but neither
side of HMV POP 422 is quite as
good as previous ones from Ronnie.

As always, his voice is delightful to
listen to. but the bhallad ** That’s Why
I Was Born ™" somehow just seems to
miss the rarget. )]

Melod ous, appealing and = with
excelleni chorus and orchestral back-
ing. bui 'acking that exira degrec ol
impact that made * Two Different
Worlds * and “ No Other Love " out-
standing.

Please don't get me wrong ; |
recommend this record as a good
buy
| jus: feel that it can’t be rated as

high'y as most of Ronnie’s records.

Coupling s “The Moonraker's
Song, ’ to which Ronnie gives a
romantic ‘nierpretation

%6 0% +% 00 0% o% % o*.
e0lesl00l00l0 070 20 0%

As | expected, the Jerry Lee Lewis
biscuit on London label of * Great
Balls Of Fire" turns out 10 be
terrific  You can wrn off the central
heating when you play this one—it
sSimp:y ¢enerates sizzling heat !

. d’y enough though, this disc

is nol quite as good as the Georgia

lebs waxing on RCA — hers
is terrific plus!

Fans of J.L L. may feel inchned to

RONNIL HILTON

g0 straight out and buy this record.
but 1 do strongly advise you to hear
the Gibbs disc before deciding. Her
nibs, Miss G., has eiched =a real
honey.

4 %0 430 030 030 o]0 670 o0

There’s a change ot voice irom
Fats Domine on London-American
HLP 8519 The vocalising is much
smoother, quietey than hitherto. in
fact he geis m'ghly closc to croon-
ing

Don't think you'll be disappontied
in * Wait And See,” however. The
beat is restrained, and the wailing sax
is almost polite. but the overall effect
is very good.

Mc, | hke the new Fats. 1 Stll
Love You™ is pretty well back 10
normal, but not so exciling as one
might wish

0 6% ¢% <%0 0% o% a%
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Nancy Whiskey and Chas. Mec-
Devitt are together again on Oriole

CB 1403. The sound is very simila:
to the very successful = Freight
Train.”

The sweet and plantitt «inging: ot
Nancy lends a special charm to the

Friday, December 13th, 4957

song, " Johnny-O,” and this should
appeal to skifflers and non-skiffters
alike,

Nancy s absent from the other
side, * Bad Man Stack-O-Lee,” but
this, too, could be described as
skiffle suitable for ** squares.”

e o 0
X DX

If you prefer your words in English
rather than 1n German, then try the
Biz Ben Banjo Band’s version of
the gay refreshing * Liechtensteiner
Polka.® It was a bright idea of
Norrie Paramor’s to cover this song
with the BBBB, and my guess is that
Columbia DB 4049 wil! secure a far
bigger portion of the sales than will
the original Will Glahe disc.

There’s an English lyric on the
flipside, 100. “Swiss Canton

Polka.” [wo sides of excellent

value that you ean’t fail to enjoy.

(20 0% 070 8% % o%e % Tt

The promise shown by [@he Five
Dallas. Boys on their rst record
(* Shangni-La ) is maintained on
their secand, " All The Way.” There
is not another vocal group in Britain
that sings “as distinctively as this
quintetr, and their harmonising s
modern and striking.

They take this song at a fair pace,
and Geoff Love gives them a wonder-
ful swinging iccompaniment.

“ ] Never Hiad The B'ues * is not
such a good <ong. and doesn’t give
the bovs much chance to shine.

2o o0 070 030 al0 o7 070 o°

If you enjoy listemng to a big
orchestra, a solo piano and a chorus
performing a lovely romantic song,
then don’t miss ** Till," recorded by
pianst Roger Williams, plus his
‘orchesira and chorus on London-
Anterican

A musical ireat that can be listened
to again and again. An outside
chance for the hit parade. * Big
fown * is concert-style music with
syncopation added. Music for the
mind rather than for the heart.

TED RAY -

“DEEP DOWN"

“JOHNNY-O”

STINKER MURDOCH -
JIMMY WHEELER -

CHAS. McDEVITT SKIFFLE GROUP

with SHIRLEY DOUGLAS

“ACROSS THE BRIDGE”
% CB 1405

CHAS. McDEVITT SKIFFLE GROUP

with NANCY WHISKEY

HAVING A PARTY > Then have fun with—

‘DEREK ROY’S ALL-STAR PARTY’

GUESTS :
JON PERTWEE -

CcB 1415

“BADMAN STACK-O-LEE"

MAXINE DANI

“A FOGGY DAY”
“THE LONDON | LOVE"
CB 1407

“LIECHTENSTEINER POLKA"
CB 1410
% CB 1403 All the Voices of
EULA PARKER
ELS “SILHOUETTES"
“*HEDGEHOPPER" CB 1411

DENNIS GOODWIN

RUSS HAMILTON

*MY MOTHZR’'S EYES”
“I DON'T KNOW WHY"

DEREK ROY

*OH, YOU BEAUTIFUL DOLL"

BOB MONKHOUSE

% CB 1406

78 rp.m.
% 45 rp.m. also

Ao Freat Hit for
Petula CI%rk

N. 19112

Lonnie
Donegan

* My DIXIE DARLING

N.I5108

DISTRIBUTED BY PYE GROUP RECORDS (SALES) LTD.,

The Diamondg

“S ILHou ETTES i

Patti Page

"I'LL REMEMBER ToDAY

MT,

U}

MT. 184

u%m:y ,

66 HAYMARKET. LONDON, S.W.L
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FRANKIE
VAUGHAN’S
GREAT

NEW HIT!

‘Kisses sweeter than wine’

Coupled with ‘ROCK-A-CHICKA’
. PB 775
exclusively on the HIT Label

B PHILIPS -of course! The Raco of The Loty

Phillps Electrical Limited, Gramophone Records Divislon, Stanhope House, Stanﬁone Place, London, W.2.

Philips are world-renowned makers of Radiograms, Record Players and Record Playing
Equipment incorporating the world-famous ‘Featherweight® Pick-up.

(PG1044)

THE NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS

Spend a very happy

Christmas at Home,

RONNIE RONALDI

Christmas at home; Hark the herald angels sing;
Away we go; Good Christian men rejoice;
The twelve days of Christmas; Away with melancholy;
O come all ye faithful; Jingle Bells; Christmas at.-home
DB4020 (45 & 78 v.p.m.)

7y COLUMBIA RECORDS

(REGD. TRADE MARK OF COLUMBIA GRAPHOPHOXE CO. LTD.)
£.M.1. RECORDS LTD., §-11 Great Castle Street, London, .1
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BOBBY DAY AND THE SATELLITES
Little bitty pretty ome

coupling WHEN. THE SWALLOWS COME BACK

D B D DY i R g g

TO CAPISTRANO

BILLY MYLES
W Jééw (that’s what they call me)

coupling HONEY BEE POP423
78 & 45

SHEPHERD SISTERS *

Alore @

*
coupling CONGRATULATIONS TO SOMEONE

POP41 1
78 & 45

*

“HIS MASTER'S VOICE” .
for the TOPS in POPS *

A hAdh dhidh dhidh hAdh dbike

E.M.I. RECORDS LTD., 8-11 GT. CASTLE ST., LONDON, W.I.

POP425
78 & 45

*
¥
*

VRIS R B B R R B b B el

REED. TRINE Mil 49
TOL staM02uIng GO LTD.

BEST SELLING POP

RECORDS IN BRITAIN

Last This (Week ending Wednesday
Week 1ith December, 1957
1 1 MARY'S BOY CHILD

2
@

10 12

18 13
9 14

13 18

12 16

2117
16 18

=
w
o
@

18 20
23 21

28 22
30 22
24 22
28 25
28 26
23 27
- 28
—29
20 30

Harry Belafonte (RCA)

WAKE UP LITTLE SUSIE
Everly Brothers (London)

I LOVE YOU BABY

Paul Anka (Columbia)
HE'S MAKING FEYES AT
Johnny Otis Show/
Marie Adams (Capitol)

MA,
ME

5 MY SPECIAL ANGEL

Maleolm Vaughan (HMV)
BE MY GIRL
Jim Dale (Parlophone)
SANTA BRING MY BABY
BACK TO ME
Elvis Presley (RCA)
ALONE
Petula Clark (Pye-Nixa)
REET PETITE
Jackie Wilson (Coral)
LET’'S HAVE A PARTY
Elvls Presley (RCA)
LET’'S HAVE A BALL
Winifred Atwell (Decca)
REMEMB8ER YOU'RE MINE
Pat Boone (London)
DIANA Paul Anka (Columbia)
THAT'LL BE THE DAY
Crickets (Coral)
GOT-TA HAVE SOMETHING IN
THE BANK, FRANK
Frankle Vaughan & Kaye
Sisters (Philips)
HE'S GOT THE WHOLE
WORLD IN HIS HANDS
Laurie Lendon (Parlophone)
ALL THE WAY
Frank Sinatra (Capitol)
TAMMY
Debbie Revnolds (Coral)y
MAN ON FIRE/WANDERING
EYES
Frankle Vaughan (Philips)
ALONE Southlanders (Decca)
KEEP A KNOCKIN’
Little Richard (London)
WAKE UP LITTLE SUSIE
King Brothers (Parlophone)
PEGGY SUE
Buddy Holly (Coral)
MY DIXIE DARLING
Lonnie Donegan (Pye-Nixa)
APRIL LOVE
Pat DBoone (London)
PARTY POPS
Russ Conway (Columbia)
MY SPECIAL ANGEL
Bobby Helms (Brunswick)
HANDFUL OF SONGS/WATER,
WATER Tommy Steele (Decca)
WHITE CHRISTMAS
Pat Boone (London)
ALONE Shepherd Sisters (HMV)

BEST SELLING SHEET

710
13 11
911
11 13
- 13
- 15

Around The World
Fascination

April Love

Tammy

All The Way
Silhouettes

Ivy Rose

My Special Angel
Jailhouse Rock
Chances Are
Liechtensteiner Polka
Melodie D’Amour
Wake Up Little Susle
You Send Me

dJust Born

BEST SELLING SHEET
MUSIC (BRITAIN)

Last This
Week

1

U

17
13

MARY’S BOY CHILD
(Bourne) 2s. 6d.
(Macmelodles) 2s.
3 ALONE (Duchess) 2s.

4 FORGOTTEN DREAMS
(Mills Music) 2s. 6d.
3 BE MY GIRL (Sheldon) 2s.
6 DIANA (Robert Mellin) 2s.
ki
8

2 TAMMY

MY SPECIAL ANGEL
(Yale) 2s.
LET ME BE LOVED

(Frank) 2s:

9 MAN ON FIRE (Robbins) 2s.

10 REMEMBER YOU'RE MINE

(Belinda) 2s.

11 AN AFFAIR TO REMEMBER

(Feist) 2s.

12 WAKE UP LITTLE SUSIE

(Acuff-Rose) 2s.

13 THAT’LL BE THE DAY

(Southern) 2s.

14 WANDERING EYES (Bron) 2s.
15 ISLAND IN THE SUN

(Feldman) 2s. 6d.

16 GOT-TA HAVE SOMETHING IN

THE BANK, FRANK
{Campell Connelly) 2s.

17 PUTTIN’ ON THE STYLE

(Essex) 2s.

18 LOVE LETTERS IN THE SAND
24 19

(F.D. & H.) 2s.
1 LOVE YOU, BABY
) (Sherwin) 2s.

23 20 HE’S GOT THE WHOLE WORLD

IN HIS HANDS (Sterling) 2s.

18 21 WITH ALL MY HEART
20 22 MY DIXIE DARLING

(Bron) 2s.
{Southern) 2s.

21 23 AROUND THE WORLD

{Sterling) 2s.

22 24 HANDFUL OF SONGS

(Peter Maurice) 2s.

BEST SELLING POP
RECORDS IN THE U.S.

Last This
Week

3

e Tmews ®

-3

10 ‘My Speclal Angel
11 Raunchy

| Youn Send Me/Summertime
Sam Cooke
2 Jailhouse Rock/Treat Me Nice
Elvis .Presley
3 Wake Up Little Susie
Everly Brothers
4 Sllhouettes The Rays
8 Raunchy Bill Justis
‘6 Be-Bop Baby/Have 1 Told You
Lately That I Love You
Ricky Nelson
7 April Love/When The Swallows
Come Back To Qaplstrano
Pat Boone
8 Chances Are/The Twelfth Of
Never
9 Little Bltty Pretty One
Thurston Harris
Bobby Helms
Ernie Freeman
12 Rock And Roll Music
Chuck Berry

13 Peggy Sue Buddy Holly

14 Kisses Sweeter Than Wine

15 I'm Available
16 All The Way
17 Fascination

18 Melodie D’Amour Ames Brothers
19 Just Born/Ivy Rose Perry Como
20 Tammy

Jimmie Rodgers
Margie Rayburn
Frank Sinatra
Jane Morgan

Debble Reynolds

*

The American charts are published

by courtesy of *“ Billboard ™

:::;::::::::::::::x:*:::*

GREAT
INSTRUMENTAL HITS

RAONCHY
BILL JUSTIS

HLS 8517

ERNIE FREEMAN

HLP 8523

BILLY VAUGHN
HLD 8522

TiLt

ROGER
WILLIAMS

HLR 8516

R
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Johnny Mathis |

JIMMIE

HE PUT THE ‘HONEY’ INTO ‘HONEYCOMB’

RODGERS

sings the.one and only
ORIGINAL version of

Kisses .o
sweeter
ey, than

coupling;

Better loved you’ll
never be

DB4053 (45 & 78 r.p.m)

Golumbia

@ records

{ Regd. Trade Mark of Columbia Graphophone Co. Lid. )

E.M.1. RECORDS LIMITED,
8-11 Great Castle Street, Liondon. W.1.
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...but give me

love by the
Jukebox light!

SINGS

4
4COLUMBIA @ RECORDS

{REGD. TRADE MARK OF COLUMBIA GRAPROPHONE 00. LTD.)
E.MJ. RECORDS LTD., 8-11 @Great Castle Street, London, W2

DB4043 (45 & 78 r.p.m.)
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We proudly présent

THE 1358 ALL-STAR
NME ANNUAL

"THE yearly highlight for readers of the NME

has always been our sensational publication
presented every December. This, of course;-is
the yearly “ NME Super Annual ” — a lavish
production packed from cover to cover with
magnificent portraits, exciting reading material
and news pictures.

Confidently we boast of a first-class presentation—
unrivalled . for the quality of its star material—
pennéd not only by the stars themselves, but by top
writers of the recording and popular music scene in
Britain and America. A ‘galaxy of glittering stars
shine on each of the 100 pages !

On sale next week the “ 1958 NME Super Annual * will

be quickly recognised by its two-colour art cover with
exclusive new portraits of Paul Anka (front) and Pat
Boone (back). At 3s. 6d. this is excellent value and
wiJl. remain a proud. possession for all readers lucky
enough to sccure a copy. -
... Here are some of the highlights, each of them profusely
illustrated: * The Personality of the Year "—Tommy
Steele. ““The Girl That 1 Marry "—by Russ Hamilton.
‘ When My Singing Days Are Over "—Frankie Laine’s
intimate revelations. “1 Hated My Other Piano "—
confesses Winifred Atwell, The treasures * Among My
Souvenirs™ related by Ruby Murray. An amusing article
from the one and only Bing Crosby explaining why. he
cannot sing without weaiing a hat !

The star-studded array of contents continues with
Frank Sinatra’s life story—presented in pictures. Famous
critics and nationally well-known columnists naming their
outstanding discs and recording artists in 1957. * Guy
Mitchell’s Comeback Year.” A visit to the bachelor flat
of Glen Mason and Ronnie Carroll. A round-up of
country-and-western recording personalitics.

Plus a hard-hitting question—* Why can’t we make
miore hits in Britain ?”—given the full focus of the
spotlight, including the opinions of several record
names.

Reviews of intriguing facets in popular music during
1957 are devoted to: First timers in the hit parade. How
popular stars have progressed with the development of
Commercial TV. Complete listing of the top four places
n every category of annual U.S. * Cash Box  disc-jockey
poll. Coloured artists who entered the best sellers’
charts. Top tunes from screen and stage productions. A
complete disc survey and merit chart compiled from
British and American Top Twenty lists each week.
iigsgz;blished stars who did not enjoy big record sales in

Dynamic and unusual extracts are presented from
articles by Elvis Presley, Frankie Vaughan, Dickie
Va'entine, David Whitfield, Sammy Davis, Jnr., Liberace
and Nat * King” Cole (and many others). And you
will want to read: * What an Astrology Expert Predicts
For Twelve Famous Stars.” * Big Moments In Skiffle
—with a tribute to Lonnie Donegan. * The Flying Band-
leader "—Ken Mackintosh. Focus on * World's Leading
Vocal Groups™ Complete list of every artist to win a
“ Gold Disc” from 1950 until the present day. “Enter-
tainers Who Wrote the Hits that Brought Them Fame.”

“How They Photographed Two Tommy Steeles.”
Real names of many international favourites. An
exciting feature on Edmund Hockridge. ‘And some
forthright views on the Anglo-U.S. reciprocal band
exchanges.

There are plcnty of holiday novelty features, too—
* Find The Link,” *Some Secret Facts About Well
Known Personalities,” an interesting Crossword Puzzle ;
word faces which spell the names of top performers—plus
greetings from the foremost stars of the British and
American ‘musical world.

Not only will the ** 1958 NME Super Annual ” be a
publication you will treasure yourself for many months to
come, but it makes an ideal holiday gift for any friend or
relative,

For the past two years there has beem a complete
sell-out of this annual production—already the demand
is enormous for this new edition. Unless you make
absolutely certain of a copy, be prepared for a dis-
appointment.

We carnestly advise the placing of an order with your
newsagent or tookstall. Alternatively, complete the
coupon at the foot of this column and receive the * 1958
NME Super Annual ” immediately on publication.

CUT HLRE t(msssssssusnusssassssesnn

To Film News Ltd., ¢/o NME, 5, Denmark Street,
London, W.C.2.

Please send me the ** 1958 NME Super Annual.”
I enclose remittance of 4/- (including return postage).
*Stamps not accepted. Money Orders payable to

Film News Ltd.

Address ood JOB
(CAPITAL LETTERS
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HARRY BELAFONTE

was launched in July.

in Australia,

three months at' Melbourne Tivoli.
State capitals.

known,” has
to the theatre.
Press reaction.

Australia wants to keep
Shirley Bassey longer

ELBOURNE—Shirley Bassey’s opening weeks 4
Theatre, Sydney, have been so successful that efforts are being
made for her to postpone her American commitments and stay longer

She will stay at Sydney until February and then open for another
Shirley’s singing, described “as the greatest the Tivoli’s ever
brought * rave ”’ notices aud is returning big dividends

She has been amazed by both the audience and the

Another world famous singing star, Nat * King >’ Cole, started an
Australian season at Melbourne last week.

at * the Tivoli

Afterwards she may play in other

DELANEY : MONTH
IN GERMANY

HE FEric Delaney Band will make
its first overseas trip in the New
Year, when it spends the whole of
February playing American bases in
Germany. %‘his decision follows
Eric’s business visit to Germany last

week.

He told the NME: ‘ We open on
February 1, and during the month
will be playing three difierent Ameri-
can bases. We shall be putting on a
show, and combining it with music
for dancing.

“The BBC is allowing us to
prerecord our weekly broadcast,
for ftransmission while we are
away.”

Although he has several Continen-
tal offers to follow this 28-day en-
gagement, he is unable to accept
them. The band returns to London
on March I, and resumes its British
dates with a Sunday concert at
Coventry on March 2.

BBC's jazz success

OLLOWING the success of this
year’s event, the NME aunder-
stands that BBC is considering
staging two * Jazz Saturdays” next
Spring.
Likely dates are February 1 and
15 with top jazz groups taking part

in concerts at the Royal Albert
Hall, a considerable part of them
being broadcast im the Light
Programme.

The BBC will probably continue
its annual * Festival Of Dance
Music” wunder similar conditions.

Dates suggested are March 25, April
8 and April 22.

Foster's change

EDDY FOSTER and his
Orchestra are to undertake a
series of one-night ‘stands, at ball-
rooms throughout the country, cul-
minating in a ‘fortnight’s- engagement

at Green’s Playhouse, Glasgow,
beginning on March 10.

oster terminates his. current en-
gagement at the Royal Ballroom,
Tottenham, on January §, and will
be followed there by Denny Boyce
and  his Orchestra. Denny is at
present resident at the Orchid Ball-
room. Purley.

Palladium TV for
Ella Fitzgerald

LLA FITZGERALD,
sidered the .world’s
feminine jazz vocal stylist,
booked to appear for the first

time on a British TV programme
on Sunday, April 6.

Ella will star in the ATV
“ Sunday Night At The London
Palladium * series; there is also a
strong possibility of a * Saturday
Spectacular ” for her on Aprit 12.

As exclusively announced in the
NME some months ago, Ella will
be undertaking a concert tour of
Britain and the Continent next
March and April.

Singer Betty Driver returned from

a Forces’ tour in the Middle East
on Saturday. She guests in AR-TV’s

1 ** Jubilee Show ” on Tuesday.

Nz 5 o .. the recording was not issued as a single release until mid-October.

Prior to completing his current
variety and concert' tour here,
Anka is to be presented with a
*“ Gold Disc” on behalf of the
EMI Group ‘(controllers of
Columbia, the label which issued
** Diana ” in Britain).

If Anka’s return to the U.S. can
be delayed by one day, the ceremony
will take place in the ATV * Jack
Jackson Show ” on Sunday evening
December 22; alternatively it is
possible he will receive the * Gold
Disc " ecarlier the same day — with
a telefilm of the presentation inserted
during Jack Jackson's programme.

Even if TV problems cannot be
overcome, a special reception will
be arranged for‘:Anka to recefve
this award. ~ Having already ob-
tained am accolade in America for

a million sales of. ‘ Diana,” this

wE| be the first time an artist has

obtained two *‘‘ Gold "Discs - for

a record’s sales in two countries.

SURPRISE .

Surprisingly, Belafonte’s * Mary
Boy Child ” only dchieved moderate
success in the
early this year); estimated figure of
American sales is in the region o
250,000. “ Mary's Boy.Child ” was
originally a track on _the first LP
RCA relcased by Harry in Britain—
‘““ An Evening ‘With Belafonte.” It
was issued during May.

Previously, only a limited number
of artists have obtained a * Gold
Disc ”* for one million discs sold in
Britain. Successful. discs, including
the length of time involved, are Bili
Haley's “ Rock Around The Clock "
{two. ysars), Slim Whitman’s * Rose

arie (9 months), and two
Winifred Atwell meJ]eys, “Let's
Have A Party” (24 years), and

“Let’s Have "Another Party” (1}
years).

Dankworth disc

release in U.S.

TO coincide with Johnny Dank-

worth’s forthcoming American
tour with his Orchestra (commenc-
ing at New York’s Carnegie Hall

on February 21) special plans
have been made for a disc release
on the U.S. Verve label.

This was arranged in London on
Wednesday of this week, when
Verve chief, Norman Granz, had a
meeting with executives of EMI.

It is believed to be the first time an
EMI record has been issued in

America by a company other than

Capitol, since this label was bought

by the British concern in 1955.

S. (late 1956 and-
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Two Transatlantic Stars Make British Recording History

HARRY BELAFONTE, PAUL ANKA
SELL OVER MILLION DISCS HERE

And in less than six months'!

TWO American vocal performers—Paul Anka and Harry Belafonte—
have simultaneously made recording history in Britain ! Each star has
sold more than one million records in the United Kingdom within the short
period of six months. It is an unprecedented -achievement !
Belafonte’s “ Mary’s Boy Child” accomplished “this fantastic feat -in eight -weeks—

Paul Anka’s “ Diana”

RONNIE CARROLL
IN LIGHT SHOW

ONNIE CARROLL stars In 2 new
Light Progrumme series, which
starts next month. It is * Moonlight
Serenade,” which features him with
Mary Morgan and will be heard
weekly on Thursdays at 11.15 p.m.

Another Light Programme schedule
change for the early part of next year
brings in a series featuring the Danny
Levan Trio at 5.45 p.m. on Sundays.
It replaces ** The Hiat Parade,” which
also features Levan. :

*“ Music For Sweethearts ™ —
featuring the Eric Jupp Orchestra

—~returned to- the Light Programme

airwaves last week. The new
“ series will be broadcast every Wed-

nesday for ut least three months.

* Sentimental Journey,” starring
Edna Savage and Michael Holliday,
finishes at the end. of this month. The
series will probably return in the
Spring.

Senes due to continue until the end
of March" include the Billy Cotton
Band Show, “Sing It” Again* and
piano programmes featuring Semprini,
Ian Stewart and Felix King. All are
heard on Sundays.

_——

Chelsea bound
HRIS BARBER'S Band will
accompany- gospel singer, Sister
Rosctta Tharpe when she appears in
Granada-TV's * Chelsca At Nine ”
next Tuesday.
First New Year booking for this
popular series is French singer Dany

Belafonte's
London debut
may be in
autumn

ARRY BELAFONTE'S agents

are working on a mew plan

for him to appear in concerts at

the Royal Festival Hall in the

autumn as.a possible alternative

to a season at London's Dominion
Theatre, ¢ables Nat Hentoff.

Accompanied by his musical
accompanists, -conductor Robert
Corman and a 12-man choir,
Harry- will possibly appear in the
russels World Fair, with other
dates
Ttaly.

in France, Germany and
He might also make a film

on the Continent.

ATV bookings
COMEDIANS’ DISC
ON JACKSON SHOW

OMEDIANS. Mike and Bernic
‘Winters, seen regularly on BBC-
TV’s 6.5 Special,” have just made
their. first record. The titles ure
“How Do You Do?” and * Does
My Baby ?™
They will feature the new record
on their first appearance on ATV's
‘2‘9Jack Jackson Show ”” on De¢cember

Other artists  so far booked for
this editlon are singer Barbara Lyon
am}] bandleader-saxist Ken Mackin-
tosh.

Jazz  violinist Florian Zabach
appears with Dave King in * Sunday
Night At The London Palladium ™
on December 29, and with Gracie
Fields in * Saturday Spectacular”
on January 4. iy

Joan Savage and Ken Morris,
TV's popular husband - and - wife
team, guest in * Gerry’s Inn" on

Raydel, who will appear on Janu-

Friday, December’ 13th " 1952

PAUL ANKA

' SECOND '6.5'
ALBUM SOON

IKE EMI, Decca are releasing a

it will feature contributions by
Tommy - Steele, lLonnie Donegan,
Terry Dene, Chris Barber, Wee Willy
Harris, Bob Cort, and George Mdlly
and the Worried Mes.

*Decca state that the LP will con-
sist of mainly unissyed sides. Where
this is not -possible, the label will
use previously unrcleased tracks
of numbers concerncd if they are
available. #

New singer for
‘Off the Record’

MV’s new singing discovery,

John Cairney, will appear on

Jack Payne’s BBC-TV “ Off the
Record ” on, January 2.

His first record, “Two Strangers™/
“A Ceruin Girl [ Know,”” on which
he is accompanied by Malayan
Sammy San on guitar, is ,relcased
today (Friday).

Additional bookinés for the first
1958 edition of *Off The Record ™
are Steve Martin, and a Continental
girl singer, France Clery.

Chris Barber, Ottilie Patterson
and The King Brothers have
previously been announced as

taking part in the show.

Tony Brent and Humphrey Lyttel-
ton and his Band are the latest
bookings for ** Off The Record  on

December 30.

January 1l6.

BRITISH D

RITISH records and song-
writers are making a big
impact on the American music

scene. Mantovani, gne of Decca’s
top selling U.S. artists, has two
LPs in * Billboard’s " charts.

His *“Christmas Carols” album
came right into the list this
weck at ‘position nine! Previously
it had been unplaced.

At the same time there has been a
jump in sales of Mantovani's * Film
Encores ™ LP. This week It moved

ISCS & COMPOSERS
JUMP UP U.S. HIT LISTS

from 18 to 12. It has been in the
* Biliboard™ chart for 29 wecks.

“ Why Don’t They Understand?”
written by Britain’s Joe Henderson
and Juck Fishman, and recorded
by an American, George Hamll.
ton 1V moved to 19 in * Cash
Box ” best-seller listings.

The record js creating a precedent
as it scems like becoming a major
Amecrican hit without achieving great
fame in Britain, where it was first
recorded by film star John Fraser.

Edmundo Ros’ * Colonel Bogey.”
and Vera Lynn’s * Tonight™ (like

Mantovani's records, issued on Lon-
don, Decca’s American label), are
also showing signs of becoming hits,
cables Nat Hentoff.

Ros! * Bogey ” Is leading ver-
sions by Mitch Miller and Art
Mooney.

The number is featured in ‘the
British film * The Bridge On The
River Kwai.” Edmundo’s version is a
track from his LP, * Rhythms Of
The South”

“Tonsgat ™ is on€ of the big songs

“6.5” LP. Called **6.5 Specials,” ||

from a new Broadway musical, “West
Side Story:”

ONLY
vISIT
SUNDAY,

Introducing

NATIONAL
SKIFFLE
CONTEST &

Entry Forms for
the Skiffle Con-
test from the
Theatre Man-
ager, or direct
from :

Stanley Dale
130, Uxbridge
Road, London,

w.12.

IS YOURS THE'
BEST GROUP
IN EAST
LONDON ?
Reserve . your
seal—box oflice
‘open NOW. .
Admlssion 1 6/-, 5/-, 4/-, 3/-

ODEON, BARKING

15th DECEMBER,

JIM DALE

STANLEY DALE'S GREAT

TWO
SHOWS
1957
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summer. They will

singing star.

can be made for some time,

SINGING STARS BOOKED
FOR BLACKPOOL SHOWS

¢
¢
[
L
[
1
OAN REGAN and Edmund Hockridge will star at Blackpool next ¢
be featured in ¢
Delfont’s second show at the North Pier, with David Nixon. ¢
The King Brothers may also be included in the show’s line-up, but ¢

a final decision has yet to be made. ¢
Male singers will be strongly featured in Blackpool summer shows. ¢

In addition to Hockridge, David Whitfield will be: at the Opera House ¢
and Josef Locke at the Central Pier. ¢
Apart from Joan Regan, Eve Boswel}! will be the only other female b
She will be at the Queen’s. b
It is possible that Shirley Bassey may star at the South Pier. $
Because of her success in Australia it is unlikely that the final decision 1
“
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HEATH BAND BOOKED

Marty Wilde set
for first film

ARTY WILDE, launched on a

singing career in September by
Tommy Steele’s managers, Larry
Parnes and John Kennedy, is to star
in a film next February.

Final details have not been com-

pleted, but it will probably - be
directed by Terence Fisher, who was
responsible for Tommy Steele’s first
film role—in a sequence of * Kill Me
Tomorrow.”

.Lionel Bart, who has collaborated
with Mike Pratt to write some of
Steele’s most successful _ recordings,
will write songs for the mew film.

Initial reaction to Marty Wilde'’s
record . debut has been so good
that Philips recording manager,
Johnny Franz this week signed him
to a new record contract.

He is cutting his second sides this

week while he is making his London
variety debut at Finsbury Park Em-
pire_with Colin Hicks.
Hicks and Wilde end their current
tour with Chiswick Empire next
week. Both will continue in variety
next - year, but probably as in-
dividua] bill topping attractions, not
as a joint package.

FILM PROJECTS
MAY ALTER
DAVIS VISIT

FlLMlNG plans are delaying a
decision about a possible Lon-
don Palladium season for Sammy
Davis, Jr.

He is considering three important
screen roles and until dates are
settled he cannot decide about a
Palladium visit, cables Nat Hentoff.

Sammy has been offered a role
in the Sam Goldwyn production of
George Gershwin's opera * Porgy
and Bess.” He is also considering
two original screen plays, and has

to film a TV show for Frank
Sinatra.
Its production date will affect

Sammy’s British plans.

Humph’s Extension

7 HERE'S Humph "—the Granada
TV series spotlighting the

Humphrey Lyttelton Band—has been

extended for the second time.

The show, which emanates from
Granada’s Manchester studios every
Friday evening, will now continue
21, Humph will have
appeared in 20 editions by then.

The early 1958 shows will be
beamed to Wales as well as Scotland,
the Midlands and North of England.

He has to decide which film to do.
} until Februar,

FOR THREE TV's

'I‘ED HEATH and his Musig, Britain’s top band, have been booked
for a series of three weekly BBC-TV programmes. They will be
seen on Mondays, from December 30. .

The programmes will be built
around the band. “I plan to
feature my musician’s extensively,”
Ted told the NME. *I want the
general public to have the oppor-
tunity of knowing them as in-
dividuals just as the fans do.”

The series was arranged on Wed-
nesday. Final details- and a title
have yet to be decided.

NEW ALBUM

This week the Heath Band was re-
cording a new LP for Decca. It will
form a. history of.the band .from
1945 to 1958. .
"~ Two members of the early Heath
Bands will be among their soloists.
Drummer Jack Parnell and trumpeter
Kenny Baker, both now top~leaders

in- their own right, were recording

with the band yesterday (Fhursday).
Kenny was specially released from
his  recording commitments with Nixa
and Denis Preston for the project.
Another feature of the LP will be
part of Ronnie Roullier's new com-

| position * Ringside Suite.”

Cotton gels
an hour

ILLY COTTON is the latest

musical star to be offered the
big Saturday night show on BBC-
TV. He will be the star in the show
on January 11.

New programme plans for BBCs
TV include a return of the George
Mitchell Choir in a new * Glee
Club”™ series on Mondays from
December -30.

Anne Shelton
stars at Savoy

POPULAR Philips’ vocal persona-

lity Anne Shelton undertakes an
important engagement, rare for a
British pop singer, at the end of
the month.

From Monday, December 30, Anne
stars in cabaret at the Savoy Hotel
Restaurant, London -~ remaining
there for one week, including the
New Year festivities.

Although Anne has headlined as a
cabaret entertainer in New York and
other top U.S. centrés, this is be-
lieved to be the first occasion that a
fashionable London restaurant
zli]ppearance has been undertaken by
er.
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)
) OT only have all tickets been 1:
sold for Mario Lanza's(b

S Mg R e e

4
§first Royal Albert Hall concert $
‘,on Thursday, January 16, but a(>
§ complvte sell-out at every pro- ¢
§ vincial_venue—in Sheffield, Glas-¢
b‘gow, Newcastle and Leicester— 1’
has been announced by impres-('
ario Victor Hochhauser, 1'
Since the NME announcement 4'
y last week that Lanza is making ag
’second appearance at the Royal q’
Albert Hall on January 19, the ¢
demand for fickets has been so ¢
great that a_further comcert at @
this venue will be arranged' dur- "
ing February. Also that month, ¢
 another London area booking is Q
likely at Croydon Davis Theatre.
When the NME exclusively re- @
vealed Lanza’s provincial appear-‘b
ances on November 29, we stated 1:
)
)
)
)
)
)
»
)
\

NN

that four dates remained to be
filled. - However, in view of the
tremendous box office reaction,
it is now virtually certain thal‘
return  engagements will take
 place at Manchester and Leicester
) —with Sheffield and a fresh date
Yat Belfast possible on the re-
Y maining two evenings,

TERRY DENE’S
IRISH DEBUT

TERRY DENE will play his first
Irish date mext month, when he
opens for a week at the Theatre
?60”]’ Dublin, on Sunday, January
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March dates have been set for
Terry at super-cincmas in Dover
and Carlisle. His last British date
before his South African visit is a
week at Huddersfield from April 7.
lzise opens in South Africa on April

Skiffle contest
show re-starts

early in 1958

TANLEY DALE’S National Skiffle

Contest variety tour ends its 1957

run at Birmingham Hippodrome this

week-end. It will reopen early in the

New Year. The mew line-up has not
yet been announcd.

Jim Dale, who stars in the show
with the Vipers, will undertake radio,
TV, and one-night stand dates during
the remainder of this month.

On Sunday, he appears at Barking
Odeon, and the following Saturday
he televises in BBC-TV's *“6.5
Special ” from Plymouth. Later the
same evening, Jim will bé heard mak-
ing his straight acting *debut on the

B! Home Service in * Celery
Quartet Blues.”

Jim can be heard in the BBC Light
Programme production * Toast Of
The Town " on Boxing Day.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

DICKIE VALENTINE
FAN CLUB

has now moved to:
6 DENMARK PLACE,
LONDON, W.C.2

ﬁ RONNIE
' CARROLL

Personal Manager,
Eddie Lee,
Will Collins Agency,
Fan Club Sec.,
34, Woodhatl Gate,
Pinner, Middx.

Two groups taken during the week-
end at rehearsals for television
shows. On the left are stars of
“The Jack Jackson Show” on
Sunday *(l. to r.) Robert Earl, Eve
Boswell and Eddi¢ Calvert. The
picture on the right, was taken after

. the, * Six-Five  Special . show on

Saturday . with (I. to r.) Dickie
Valenfitie,  Winifred Atwell and
fohnny Duncan.

Humphi-CIaytbn
exchange off

HE long-awaited Humphrey

Lyttelton-Buck Clayton re-

ciprocal band exchange, planned
for mnext March, is -off !

London agent = Lyn Dutton
scrapped his plans for the tour
when the Willard Alexander Office;
of America, stated that they werg
unable to fill a complete sc_hgdule
of dates for Lyttelton in the
States.

Lyttelton was to have played a
series of U.S. college- dates with
trumpeter. Wild Bill Davison’s- band
in a package show titled ‘Anglo-
American . Dixieland Parade.”

But, according .to Mannie Green-
field (Humph's U.S. personal man-
ager), colleges are now working on
a tight budget for concerts, and the
Alexander office could not line-up
sufficicnt engagements for the pack-
age.

. For similar reasons, a recent

projected Benny Goodman college

tour has. also been cancelled.

Lyn Dution told- the NME on]
Press day: * We are hoping to
arrange a series of personal appear-
ances for Humph as a “single” in
America soon, and through TV and
radio disc-jockey interviews, build
him up as a personality.

“If this is successful, we will re-
open negotiations to bring the

‘Clayton band to Britain in exchange

for Humph later next year.”

MINISTRY SAYS
NO CHANGE

THE Ministry of Labour has re-
jected representations by the
Musicians’ Union to limit the num-
ber of foture Anglo-American band
exchanges.

The Labour Ministry is solely
responsible for the issue of working
permits to allow foreign orchestras
or artists to work in Britain.

A ministry official told the
NME: “ There is to be no change
in the practice. The reciprocation
will continue.”

The NME understands the MU
made the approach to the Ministry
after some touring bandleaders had
complained of bad business before
and after American bands had
played in towns for which they were
booked.

Cleo laine began to cut a new
LP *The Tunes Of The. ‘Fiffies "
for Denis Preston this week. Back-

ings were arranged by Johnny Dank-
worth and Dave Lindup.

W

3 TV Coffee Bar

L

v

[

2 TIERRY DENE, David Hughes,
<D' Eddie Calvert and the Con-
‘P frey Phillips Trio will be séen in
‘Pa special music programme Jack
Q Hylton is producing for AR-TV
Q on Thursday,

4: Set i a coffee bar, it will
¢ feature comedienne Tessie (’Shea
1: as the owner acting as hostess to
1, the 1 sical guests,

’

SINATRA FILM
OPENING DATE

RANK SINATRA’s latest film—
Hollywood’s  version of ‘the
Broadway -and London stage . hit,
* Pal Joey-"—is to have its London
premiere at the Leicester Square
Theatre on: Thursday, January 9,
The film, which co-stars Rita Hay-
worth and Kim Novak, is currently *
a top box-office hit in America.
Sinatra’s “film biography of enter-
tainer Joc E. Lewis, ** The Joker Is
Wild,” is now on general release.
This film features Sinatra’s current
hit, * All The Way.” :

TRIBUTE TO MILLER
ON BOXING DAY

THE BBC is planning to broad-

cast a special tribute programme
to the music of Glenn Miller on
Boxing Day. It is scheduled for-
4 p.m. in the Light Pogramme. :

The show, consisting of recordings
of the bands Miller led and their
successors, will include specially
recorded comments from band-
leaders Ray Anthony and Ray
McKinley, former Miller music-
ians.

The programme will also herald the
visit of the present Miller band
—led by McKinley —to Britain
next month.

Squads return to
l.0.M. again

ONNIE ALDRICH and the

Squadronaires have been booked
for their seventh consecutive summer
season at the Palace Ballroom, Isle
of Man. They open on June 29
for a nine-week season.

In addition to playing daily for
dances in the ballroom, the Squads
will also be featured in Sunday
concerts in the adjacent Palace
Colisevm.

GROUP FOR “6.5'

HE Worried Men have been

booked for a return appearance

on BBC-TV's *“6.5 Special” on
January 4.

They are resident skiffle group at
the 2-I's, and were previously seen
when this show was transmitted re-
cently from the famed coffee-bar.

The Five Dallas Boys join them
on this edition for which Ted

Heath and his Music have already

been booked.

POLL-WINNERS' CONGERT TICKETS :
A FEW ‘SPECIAL’ AVAILABLE

WlTHlN forty-eight hours of our announcement last week—that a

limited number of 15s. and 10s. 6d. tickets would be available
for the NME Poll-Winners’ Concert on Sunday afternoon, Janvary 12,
at the Royal Albert Hall—every seat was sold.

Fortunately, during the past few

days we have been able to obtain a

small quantity of Private Seat-holders Tickets for this event, obtainable at
12s. 6d. each. Alternatively, only gallery standing tickets (price 3s. 6d.) are

available.

. Only postal applicants will be able to secure 12s. 6d. and 3s. 6d.
tickets, by completing the coupon below. POST NOW !

................ S O TESICUT RERE DFSSSn SR, . . o
To: NME (PWC), Denmark Street, London, W.C.2.
Please send me.................. tickets at............ each for the Poll

Winners’ Concert on January 12
addressed envelope.

I enclose remittance and stamped

(Cheques and postal orders should be made payable

to Peter Daubeny (Presentations) Ltd.).

Address ....... iioienese TN
(CAPITAL LETTERS)
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Paul returning to school

BEFORE leaving for England, Paul Anka told a reporter his future

plans : “ Next autumn I go back to finish school.
Not the musician [ want to be.
Anka’s newest ballad is “ My Destiny,” and he’s

not a musician.
good and proper.”

Oh, no, I'm
I want to learn it

written “I Lost My Love Last Night ” for Johnny Nash.

Frank Sinatra will be guest of
honour March 27 at the annual
Waldorf-Astoria ball - given for
Boys Town of ltaly, the first show

business figure to Teceive the
honour . . .
P " e e

A disc-jockey in. the northwest has
been fired for playing Elvis Presley’s
version of * White Christmas.” The
station had banned it. In Vancouver,
British - Columbia, all six radio
stations have agreed to bar Presley’s
Christmas album and a station in
Calgary, Canada, has also forbidden
the set being played on the air be-
cause Elvis **pants” through such
hymns as * Silent Night” and “ O
Little Town Of Bethlehem.” . . .

Presley’s - new film, * Jailhouse
Rock ” has, meanwhile, been do-

ing excellent business. Latest
estimate of his income s
$3,000,000.

L™ """ "™

Johnnie Ray recently opened for
the first time at the Town and
Country, a huge night club in
Brooklyn . Ann Sotherm may
play the lif= of Sophie Tucker on
screen . . . The MGM record label
is likely to be considerably energ-
ised nmow that Arnold Maxin has
moved from Epic to head it . . .
Sammy Davis, Jr., is anxious to do
a straight acting role, preferably in a
version of *‘ Brothers Karamazov "
set in Harlem . . . )

According to one report, Harry
Belafonte’s detached retina will leave
him blind in one eye for a year . . .

Dimitri Tiomkin has been
approached by David Selzmick
write a musical score for * Gone
With The Wind.” Selznick would
open the operetta on Broadway . . .
Woody Herman told * Variety ” that
his teenage :daughter, after a spell
of rock 'm’ roll, has become quite
hip to jazz, and he feels a similar

transformation is likely in many
other teenagers . . . Mills Music has
purchased the catalogue of W.
Paxton & Co., of London . . . Alan

Freed starts a new film in January
in which he docsn’t play himself but
instead Johnny Desmond’s piano
player . . . Tony Randall will star
with Abbe Lane in the Broadway
musical version of *‘Captain’s Para-
dise,” now retitled * Oh Captain.”

h-.--..f---!

Victor Records is expending a lot
of space and money to exploit a
pop singer, Jennie Smith. She's nine-
teen and from West Virginia . . .
Eiieen Rodgers, Mitch Miller’s find,
who made it last year with
*“ Miracle Of Love,” may do well
currently with “ It Ain’t So.” It is
also rising . . .

A couple of weeks ago, 1,600
people in Chicago came to a benefit
concert for Big Bill Broonzy, who
has had a serious operation. Writes
Studs Terkel who arranged the even-
ing: * Mahalia Jackson was never
better. Pete Seeger was electrifying
. . . Chet Baker and Gerry Mulligan
have recorded again together for
Pacific Jazz . . . Bob Brookmeyer has
cut a set with guitarists Jimmy
Raney and Jim Hall . . .

VOCAL DIRECTORY

THE & % % & & &

KEYNOTES

STARGAZERS

ALMA GOGAN

c/e¢ SIDNEY GRACFE
235, Regent Street, W.1. REG 0632t

DAVID WHITFIELD

¢/o LEW & LESLIE GRADY
Tel.: REG 5821

BILLIE_ANTHONY

% BRANTWOOD GARDENS,
ILFOKD, ESSEX

THE

CORONETS

¢/0 HAROLD FIELDING

PAULINE

SHEPHERD

CAN 2154

NANCY WHISKEY |

e/o SUNNY ZAHL
Fosters’ Agency. RF{ient 6367

JOAN
REGAN

Direction &

Keith Devon,

Hernard Delfont Ltd 2
Joan Regar Supporters’ Club,

13, lLonclandg Road, Stdean.

» NAME BAND DIREGTORY «

KEN MAGKINTOSH

HIS SAXOPHONE & ORCHESTRA

Sole Representation: RABIN AGENCY

30 GLOUCESTER MANSIONS, CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS, LONDON, W.C.2

TEM 2816

LOU PREAGER’S

AMBASSADORS BAND

Specially Chosen Comblnations
One-Night Stands Anywhere

LOC PREAGER’S ¥resentatlons
69, GLENWOOD GDNS., ILFORD;
Valentine 4043

* IVY x
- BENSON

AND HER ORCHESTRA
£D. W. JONES,

20, Reynolds Road, New 0dalden,
Surrey Derwent 2442

HOWARD BAKER

AND HIS BAND
Available for one.night stands
especially Fridays. Cabaret also

supplied.
69, GLENWOOD GARDENS,
LLFORD, KSSEX. Valentine 404

e JACKIE
PAV|E§

QUARTET

VOCAL — INSTRUMENTAL
Manager: D. WILMAN, ABBey 6247

FREDDY RANDALL

AND HIS BAND

Now booking direct with zIl Promoters, Proprletors & Agents
Write: 36 Shaftesbury Ave. {2nd Floor} London, W.1
GERrard 4078

*
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Gaumont State on Suaday,

Paul Anka holds Billie Anthony’s hand backstage at the Kilburn
Also seen are bearded Bob Cort and

John Barr, whose “ Seven ” Paul Anka praises highly.

Anka wows ‘em!

CANADIAN ‘’teenager with a confident walk stepped on to the
vast stage of the Gaumont State, Kilburn, London, last Sunday
evening and got one of the most rousing receptions ever given to a

visiting recording star.

Yes, it was Paul Anka in the
Several thousand more British fans
were seeing “this juvenile wonder
from Canada for the first time.

Conducting the band behind him
as he made the long journey from
the wings to the huge *apron"” in
front of the stage, he went straight
into “ Tell Me That You Love Me,”
following up at once with another
of his recording titles, *‘ Don’t
Gamble With Love.”

Obvious enough choices to begin
with, but from now on there were
big surprises in store in the variety
of numbers he chose to sing. There
was gasp after gasp of amazement as
he went into songs that no one ex-
pected to hear from him.

His next number, for instance, was
the old rock ’n’ roll favourite, “Gum
Drop.” Paul introduced it with a

» few strong hand-claps, which were

quickly picked up by the audience,
and whipped it up to an exciting
climax.
The fans like this so much, he
had to sing it again.

After this he strolled over to the
piano for a glass of water and made
his first announcement: I must be
getting pretty old ! ™

Then he told the audience he was
going to sing one of his * favourite
standards,” and stunned them with a
belting version of *“I Believe,” that
reminded you of Frankie Laine.

There were squeals and wild foot-
stampings when he next came down
to the front of the apron with a
handmike and seemed to fix his
attention on a girl in the front stalls.

For it was her he chose to
address with words of his current
recording hit, “I Love You,

Baby.”

It was obvious by now that this
wasn’'t going to be a gimmick act.
Except for an occasional knee-bend
and a kind of pointing movement
of the hand, he was just going to
stand there and sing.

But judging by the electric atmos-
phere in the packed house, it seemed

flesh. ht.hat this was all the fans wanted

im to do.
At this point he broke off to

thank the Jobn Barry Sevem for -

“swell ” accompaniment and tell
the audience: “ You’ve probably
heard many tramsatlantic voices
telling you how wonderful it is to
be in Britain. Count me in on
that, too.”

Although the fans had been shout-

ing for “ Diana » from the beginning °

of - the act, Paul seemed determined
to show off his versatility. He fol-

lowed with a rocking version of ]

“Down By The Riverside” and
(after another sip of water) ‘* White
Christmas.”

The latter number, though very|

seasonal, rather unkindly showed up
some of the limitations of his vaice
and was, perhaps, the least suitable
of all his songs.

Finally, after whipping up the
hand-claps for another rock ‘’m’
roll number, ‘“‘Shake, Baby, Shake,”
he launched the song that everyone
had been waiting to hear.
too, the fans .insisted on hearing
twice over.

Then, after a couple of curtains,
Paul Anka was gone, leaving behind
the impression of a singer with a
strong personality and plenty of con-
fidence. Perhaps, in time, he will
learn to be a showman, too.

The John -Barry Seven, on stage
for most of the show, gave Anka fine
support throughout his act. Though
their main job was to reproduce the
well-known recording sounds, their
best work was heard in the backings
to “ Down By The Riverside ” and
‘ Shake, Baby, Shake.”

The strong supporting bill included
the Bob Cort skiffle group (scoring
heavily with a number called * Your
Feet’'s Too Big'); vivacious Billie
Anthony (much better in “OIld
Pianna Rag” than the ballads); and
the platinum blonde vocal group,
The Gitsom Sisters.

CHARLES GOVEY.

ROYSTON DURSLEY writes from
Bristol s

Not being a fan -of Presley or
anyone else, I have no axe to grind.
But when people complain at his not
coming to England, have they ever
given a thought to the followers of
Bing Crosby ?

Apart from an odd charity and
war-time visit—oh yes, and golf—
they never even see him, let alone
hear him in person.

As Bing has said personally that
he is now past singing at his age, it
seems that those who have been loyal
to him over the years will never get
the chance. -

%* %* *
Miss S. HALPER, of Westcliff-on-

Sea, Essex, writes:

In the article, “ Two More Rock
Show to Tour,” you state that the
Teen-agers will be included at some
venues during the tour.

Does this mean that the U.S. vocal
group are coming back “to England ?
If so, please could you tell me when
they are expected in this country ?

If this name applies to some British
vocal group, then 1 think it’s terrible
that this sort of thing is allowed.
People will go expecting to see the
US. group and instead will see an
unknown British one.

[The group referred to is @& recently
formed British one. Their act was re-
viewed tn the NME of October 25.]

* * %*

Miss B. DAVIS writes from Man-

chester: X

I would like to know why Dickie
Valentine is being so sadly neglected
by all the disc-jockeys.

After reading Keith Fordyce’s ex-
cellent review of his latest records, I
expected to hear them. frequently

over the air. But although I am a
regular listener to Luxembourg and
BBC, 1 haven’t done so.

If Dickie’s Christmas record is, as
Keith Fordyce says, better than his
two previous ones, then surely it
deserves a place in the Top Ten.

But as a lot of people, like myself,
will not buy a record before first
hearing it over the air, it doesn’t
seem fai:\_ that it isn’t given *a chance.

*

DAVID ADES writes from Leigh-on-

Sea, Essex:

As an enthusiastic record collector,
I am far from satisfied with the ser-
vice offered to the general public by
the record companies, considering the
high prices .of records today.

Why don’t ALL the companies
issue complete catalogues each year ?
Besides being a help to buyers, they
would boost sales of older records.

And why are records deleted so
quickly these days? I think discs
ought to be available for at least five
years before disappearing from the
catalogues. It’s extremely unfair to
the buyers.

* * * |
JOHN WATERFIELD, of Plymouth,

writes ;

After Elvis has given the thumbs
down sign to appearing in this
country. surely this should wake his
fans up to the fact that he's getting
a bit too big for his boots.

» ¥ *
DENNIS OXLEY, of Barnsley,

Yorks, writes:

Let’s face up to it, even music has
been dragged into this do-it-yourself
craze. Elvis Presley and Lonnie
Donegan owe their success to the fact
that anybody who gets a guitar
thinks he can copy them.

Friday, December 13th, 1957

For the ) ,‘.\ZZ_reccv)rd

ITH the possible exception of
. Claude Williamson {who
owes quite a lot to Bud Powell),
young HAMPTON HAWES is
perhaps the most original and
consistently impressive pianist yet
to set up home on America’s West
Coast.
He first won acclaim for his

soperbly on several of the tracks.

Clarinettist Buddy de Franco
and the late Serge Chaloff (bari-
tone) blow on some of the fine
small combo titles, and among the
other soloists are two of the finest
trompeters in jazz history—Buck
Clayton and Harry Edison. Ex-
cellent work, too, by Basie’s

crisp, crackling solos with the unforgettable origimal rhythm trio
Lighthouse All Stars, and youw’ll —Freddie Green (guitar), Walter
find that the promise shown on Page (bass) and drummer Jo
some of these earlier records is Jones.

fulfilled on the first album to be <%

released here by Hamp’s own trio
(Vogme LAC 12056). Bassist Red
Mitchell and drummer Chuck
Thompson complete the line-up.

A forceful, percussive, two-
handed pianist, Hamp swings like
mad on his own “ Blues The
Most ” and he also weaves some
intriguing patterns around like-
able standards such as “1 Got
Rhythm,” “ What Is This Thing
Called Love,” “So In Love,”
¢ Carioca,” “These Foolish
Things” and “ All The Things
You Are.”

*

LUES BY BASIE

HE MODERN JAZZ

QUARTET AT MUSIC INN
—London LTZ-K15085 (Bess, Oh
Where’s My Bess; A Fugue For
Music Ion; Two Degrees East,
Three Degrees West ; Serenade ;
Fun; Sun Dance; The Man That
Got Away; A Morning In Paris ;
God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen).
A somewhat variable set by the
pltra-musicianly Modern Jazz
Quartet. “Sun Dance” and
“ Morning In Paris ” both have
some fine vibroharp work by Milt
Jackson and “ Man That Got
Away ” is conceived as a piano
solo for musical director John

Philips

BBL 7190 (Tootie; How Lewis. .
Long Blues; Way Back Blues; “ Bess” and “ God Rest Ye
Blues ; Harvard Blues ; Bugle Merry” (excellent bassing by Percy

Blues ; Take Me Back, Baby ; The
Golden Bullet; Nobody Knows;
Royal Garden Blues; Gonna
Move To The Oatskirts Of Town ;
Bluebeard Blues). The Basie
piano is showcased here in a
variety of settings—with both big
and small bands — and bloes
shouter Jimmy Rushing sings

Heath) make for relaxed, easy
listening, but * Fugue For Music
Inn,” “Fun” and * Seremade”
benefit not at all by the inclusion
of gnest artist Jimmy Giuffre, who
blows a lot of anazmic, colourless
clarimet.

KEITH GOODWIN
A

This,.

.ll AN N O I O O O

NATIONAL JATL FEDERATION

PRESENTS YOUR LLAST OPPORTUNITY
TO HEAR THE WONDERFUL

MODERN JAZ1
QUARTET

On SUNDAY, 15th DECEMBER

TWO SHOWS 5.30 & 8.30 p,m.

DOMINION THEATRE

TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD

TICKETS : 5/-, 7/6, 10/-, 15/-, 20/-
O D 0 O O O O OO O O

IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT

Beautifully designed gilt and ivory
plastic calendar with a magnificent
“high gloss COLOURED photograph
set in the frame, Elvis Presley, Tommy
Stecle, Pat Boone or David Whitfield.
Alternatively you can have a black
and white photograph of any star
from our enormous range of approxi-
mately 500 stars. Just state your
choice
PRICE 5/- post free.

—despatched within 24 hours.

Send stamped and addressed envelope
for list of our large range of High Gloss
Double Weight Pictures to:—

STARPIC (Dept. NM)
OLYMPIA BUILDINGS, BLACKPOOL

GERALD COHEN (HELANA PRESENTATIONS)

|CHRIS BARBER'S JAZZ BAND
with OTTILIE PATTERSON

NEWCASTLE City Hall HULL City Hall
SAT., DEC. 28th at 7.30 SUN., JAN. 5th at 7.30

BOOK—-WADDINGTONS (24279) BOOK-PARAGON MUSIC STORES
2/6,3/6, 5/- (11286) 2/6, 3/6, 5/-

FAMOUS COLUMBIA RECORDING STARS

JOENNY DUNCAN

AND THE BLUE GRASS BOYS
TERRY LIGHTFOOT'S JAZZMEN
THE CRESCENTS ewest Vocal

Grout Sensation
NEWCASTLE City Hall BRADFORD St. George's Hall
SAT., JAN. 4th at 7.30

SUN., JAN. 5th at 7.30
BOOK WADDINGTONS 2/6,3/6, 5/- BOOK(32513)2/6,3/-,4/-,57-,5/6
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THINGS have happened so
fast over the past few
months for young Jim Dale

that the talented, versatile
singer-guitarist is still in a
whirl.

Not so very long ago. Jim was
touring variety theatres as a
comic. Right now, he's a top-of-
the-bil! singer, with a smash hit
recording to his credit. No need
to remind you that the title of
Jim's hit parade success is “ Be
My Girl”

Already, he has a string ot tele-
vision appearances behind him (you
have seen him many times, no doubt,
on the popular * Six-Five Special ™
series), and pretty soon he'll be
making his debut as a straight actor.

Jim's sudden rise to popularity
has promoted a whole avalanche of
questions from fans all over the
country. and his answers to a selec-
tion of these queries. put to him by
the NME. are reprinted below

?
Q if you were not in show busi-
« ness, what other job would

vou like to do? Alsu, what
will you do when you eventually quit

the business ? (Pat Cresswell. Lon-
don W.12)
A You know, I've never really

thought about any other job.
Ever since 1 was 10 years old, it was
my ambition to get into show busi-
ness. and 1 (ust waited for the right

break to come along
I once started to learn shoe design-
ing at night school, but that break
that 1 just mentioned came along

before ! got oo far
I don’t think 1 could ever qunt
show business—! mcan, if 1 wasn’t
on the stage, 1'd like to be someone
behind the scenes who could perhaps
help newcomers along the road to
success. Something in the agent or
manager  line, for example. Inci-
dentally, 1've been studying manage.

ment under Stanley Dale

?

a
Do vou collect records ? 1f so,
w__tan you list some of your
favourite tunes, composers and
artists ? (Desmond Hale, Southport)
A I do collect records and among

. my favourite nes are the
music from (he film * Rififi,” ballet
music  from ** Gisele,” and Ray

Anthony’s version: of ** Slaughter On
Tenth Avenue ™

My tavounte
Rachmaninoff Cole Porter and
George Gershwin, and among the
many singers | enjoy are Annie Ross,
Frank Sinatra and Lord Flea

?

composers  include

What are your muin ambitions

» lor the future, and what are

your plans following the com-

pletion  of the -National Skiffle

Contest tour ? (Judy Harris, Lea-
mington Spa, Warwicks)

My major ambition ts to con-
» tinue n show business and to
try to become a complete, all-round

for

JIM DALE

entertainer. At the moment, singing
is the predominant factor in my act,
but I'd like to work a little more
comedy into the show.

I studied tap and ballet dancing for
six years, and although ! haven’t yet
incorporated this into my act, | hope
to in the near future. I'm also verv
interested in acting.

1 have no definite plans follqwing
the end of the National Skiffle tour.
but when ! know what's happening,
rest assuted Lhat I'll be happy to let
you know

?

H
How du you select the tunes
Q. which you eventuully record 2
‘Botby Don. Ramsgate, Kent)
A As you probably now. I'm with
» the Pailophone label and my
recording manager is George Martin
George and | get together and sort
through maybe a dozen or more
songs before we find one that we feel
is su-table
Sometimes we find two songs that
we really like—my latest coupling
“Crazy Dream ~ and * Just Born,”
for example. in such cases, | record
hoth tites. and try nol to emphasis
the importance of either side in
particular.
?
L
Having worked on radio, 1V,
. variecty and concerts, which
medium do vou prefer work-
ing in and why ? (Heather Long.
Stratford, London).

A | prefer playing 10 *live
» audiences. so ohviously my
firdt love is variety. There's an

atmosphere in variety which you can't
get in either radio or TV, and it also
gives you a chance to really meel
the people )

1 recently fimshed filming in the
> Six-Five ~ Special * movie, and
although 1t was hard work. | found
the experience very interesting. Need-

THE NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS

it's QUESTION TIME

You mention

Q. fokingly in

your act that

your “dear o!ld

dad ** taught you to

play the guitar.

Whbo really taught

you ? (Linda Pansh,
Bedford).

my-

A I taught
. self in my

spiare time in be-
tween shows in the
dressing rooms of
theatres where |
used 10 work as a
comedian when !
was 16 1 suppose
it was partly an
escape from hore-
dom

I used to use a @intar-in the act
as a prop. but didin’t play it then.
Anyho\[v. I gradually grew more and
more interested

] in the instrument.
and decided ! would like to play i
?

L ]
Can you tell me (a) your most
thriling moment ? (b) vour
most  disappointing  moment,
and (c) your most embarrassing show
business experience ? (Trevor Wain-
man Harlow, Essex)

My most thrilling momen! was

~when *“ Be My Girl " started
to climb the hit parade : my most
disappoint’'ng momeni will be when i
really starts slipping down !

My most embarrassing experience.
at the age of 16, was at the first
audition 1 wem to for a touring
revue  with Carroll levis. Three
hundred other performers came along
and after a two-hour wait came my
big chance N

As 1 walked on, the mamn curtain
got cntangled with my feet, and !
landed flat on my face in full view
of the audrence! When | eventually

did my impressions, Carroll Levis
wasn’t the least bit interested, but
told ma that if | could work up an
act consisting of falling over (as well
as | dd on my entry), he would
consider taking me on tour,

| did, and for the aext two years,
1 was the most battered and bruised

artist on the bhoards!

Qr tunity to record a duet with a
fellow artist, who would you

choose, and what sort of song would

you sing ? (Josephine Terry, Wood

Green, London).

A i think 1'd choose either Spike
» Milligan or Peter Sellers, be-
cause that would lead 1o a lot of fun
and | could break away from the
normal run of things for a while.
I'd leave the song to their imagina-
tion!
?

L
if you were givem an oppor-

Was there any major turning
point in your career, and what
has been your most important

less to say, | enjoy working on radio
and TV—in fact. | just enjoy work-

ing *
?
L]
Have you any offi-duty hobbies
. and am | correct in saying that
you study acting? (Brian
Collinwood. Paddington)

My main hobbies are painting

. and decorating around the
home. It 1 can't sleep or am
nervous 1 get up and paint—doors
chaiss, tables, anything. All the doors
in our_house are different colours!
I do study acting, mostly by read-
ing and on December 21, I'm going
to play a straight acting rdle in the
BBC Ho e Service ™ Saturday Night
Theatre™ production * Celery
Quarter Blues.” I'm just keeping my

fingers crossed for success !

PAUL

maper with

® 25 photographs including mag:
nificent full page pin-up portraits
isuitable tor framing) PLUS!
The complete story  of  his
phenumenal rise to fame.

® Two preal articles personally
written by Paul Anka.

WORLD EXCLUSIVE !
A SENSATIONAL MAGAZINE

AVAILABLE EARLY NEXT WEEK
THE

STORY
A Fabulous publication devoted exclusively
to this teenage sensation

24 'arje size page., beautttully produced on glossy
ttractive 3-colour cover

ANKA

® Fhe first and most authentic
vomplete hiography ever presented
onp Paul Anka in the world.

® A cthrifling presentation every
follower . of Disc Stars will want
to  pussess
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{(Week ecommiencing December 16)
1.UCILLE MAD'Y
London Metropolitan
CGOLIN ILICKS  wWIT HiS CABIN
BOYS, MARTY WILDE AND HIS
WILD CATS, MOST BROTIIERS
Chiswick Empire
PERSONALITY PLATTERS
Finsbury Park Empire
MSC DOUBLES
Sunderland Empire
EVE BOSWELL
Manchester Palace (comm. 17th:
RUBY MURRAY
L.itverpoo! Empire (comm. 21sty

I

{Commencing
RONNIKE ALDRICH AND THE
SQUADRONAIRES
Friday: City Hal,
Unity Haltl, Wakefield
JOHNNY DANKWORTH ORCHESTRA
Friday: Fioral Hall, southport; Satur-
day: U.S.A.¥., Burtonwood; Sunday
Hippodrome, Aldershot; Thursday:
New Rink Baliroom, Sunderland.
ERIC DELANEKY ORCHESTRA
Friday: Windsor Hall, Bradfora,
Saturday: Royal Hall, Harrogate.
TERRY LIGHTIFOOT'S JAZZMEN
Friday. Atianta Ballroom, Woking;
Saturday prily  Hall, Grantham
Sunday: Assembly Hall, Tunbridge
Wells; Tuesday: Royal Bell Hotel,
Bromley, Wednesduy: Jazz Club, St.
Albans; Thursday: Humphrey Lyttel
ton Club London

Hull; Saturday.

SUNDAY

12 noon Waitz Time; 3 10th Div.
Christmas Show; 5.05 Playhouse Of
ffavourites; 7.05 People Are kunny:
7.30 Meet Corliss Archer; 8.30 Euro-
pean Story Book; 9.35 News and
Sports; 10.30 Conversation.

MONDAY

11 a.m. Request Show; 12 noon Man
About Music; 12.30 Holiday in Bavaria;
1 Outpost Concert; 2.05 Stickbuddy

Sunr

To: Paul

(inclusive  of postage)
Name 5008
T TR R DR
(CARPITAL 140171 RSy

Order now from your newsagent or book stall, alternatively complete
Ine coupon below

Anka Maegazine c/o NME, S, Denmark Street: London,
wC.2
Pleasc send' me oy return, «he Paul Anka Magazine, | enclose 2/9d
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POST NOW!
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Jamboree; 3 One Man's Family; 3.30
Santa Claus; 4 Requests; 5 Under The
Christmas Star; 6 Music In The Air;
7.05 Community Christmas; 9 American
Music Hall
TUESDAY

11 a.m. Request Show: 12 noon Man
About Music; 3 One Man’s Family; 4
Requests; 6 Music In The Air;, 7.05
Community Christmas; 7.30 X Minus
One; Y American Music Hall.
WEDNESDAY

11 a.m. Request Show; 11.55 Les
Paul; 12 ncon Man About Music; 12.30
The Todds; 2.05 Stickbuddy Jamboree;
3 One Man's Family; 3.30 Santa Claus;
4 Reguests: 5 Under The Christmas

to date? (Sheila Poole,

eagag

Ipswich)

A Some t:me back, | was appear-
« g at Manston LUSAF base,
when out of the blue 1 suddenly
dec’ded to cut out nearly all the
comedy from my act to concentrate
on singing | sang 2 lot of American
hill-billy type tunes, and the recep-
tion was great.

That was the real turning point n
my career, and I've carried on sing-
ing ever since

My most important engagement is
the play which 1've already men-
tioned It's something really different
and new for me, and it might
ultimately ead to great things

(K}
KRIC SILK'S SOUTHERN JAZZBAND

December
#riday- Southern Jazzclub,
stone: Saturday: Tooting;
day: Harringay Jazz Club,

FREDDY RANDALL RBRAND
Saturday: Wiater Gardens,

VIC LEWIS ORCHESTRA
Friday: Manchester; Saturday: Civic

Leyton-
Wednes-

Margate,

Hall, Nantwich.
BASH, KIRCHIN BAND
Friday: Victoria Ballroom, Notting-

ham; Saturday: Public Hall, Preston;
, Sunday: De Montfort Hall, Leicester;
Tuesday: Southall.
CHRIS BARBER BAND
Friday: De Montfort Hall, Leicester;

Saturday: Dome, Brighton; Sunday:
Coliseum [London; Tuesday: Royal
Kestival Hall,

London.

Star: 6 Music In The Air; 7.05 Com-
munity Christmas; 8.30 Suspense; 9.43
Fiesta; 10.30 Request Show.
THURSDAY

11 a m Request S8how; 12 noon Man
About Music; 3 One Man’'s Family; 4
Requests; 5 Under The Christmas Star;
6 Music In The Air: 7.30 21st Precinct;

8.30 Fantasy; 9.45 Songs of Many
Lands; 10.05 Request Show.
PRIDAY

11 a.m. Request- Show; 11.55 Les

Paul; 12 poon Man About Music; 2.05
Stickbuddy Jamboree; 2.30 Robert Q.
Lewis; 3 One Man's Family, 4 Re-
quests; 5 Under The Christmas Star;
6 Music In The Air; 7.08 Community
Christmas; 8.30 Richard Diamond; 9
American Music Hall; 9.45 Melodia;
10.05 Request Show
SATURDAY

11 a m. Request Show; 12.30 Western
Swing; 1 Saturday Salute Im Music;
3.30 Doctor Sixgun; 4 Request Show;
6 Music In The Air; 7.30 Grand Ole
Opry; 8.30 Operation Entertainment;

9 Music Views From Hollywood; 10.05

America’s Popular Music; 11,05 Reguest
Show

NOTE ; Radio Luxembourg programmes are exactly the same as last week.

chats about her

ARION RYAN
her singing, her excellent
physique. and her frequent ap-
pearances on TV; the latter have
earned her the dubbing of ™ Bri-
tain's Most Televised Singer.”
So, when we went along to see
her, the odds were that she would
talk about {a) singing; (b) the
problems of keeping a figure in
that - hour-glass shape. or (c) the
trials and tribulations of being a
top name on television
Her conversation didn't fall into

is noted for

any of the three preconceived
siots . in fact. Marion talked
about ‘unfairness.”

Seems that Marion's father is a
crane-driver in her native l.eeds.
making some fifteen pounds a
week. An honest technician earr
ing * the rate " for his labours.

Marien sat in her flat, poured
+ out a coffee, and smoothed out

a dress that would have put

Dad’s pay-packets in the red for

a couple of months.

“It all seems so unfair.” she
said, with a conviction that doesn’t
emanate from small talk. * It all

seems so very unfair’ she re-
peated. “Dad works so very
much harder than [--he gets

fifeten pounds and [ get twenty
Ftimes as much.”

No. This wasn't “rtalk-for-
print.” We were discussing values.
Marion still is convinced that her
Pop in Yorkshire is underpaid by
comparison.

Her statement made a point.

We went over it line by line—
pound by pound !

MARION RYAN

driver Pop and

crane-

1

personality iike Marion Ryan
dressed in the manner they, the
onlookers, could afford. Psycho-
logically, a fan wishes to place a
star on a. pedestal.

‘The upkeep of pedestals can ‘be
very expensive. For instance,
Marion's dress account. she learned
from her accountant, had put back
her bank balance by £3.000 in a
year.

Then there are such expenditures
as pictures—a couple f thousand
sixpences a month can be very
hard on the savings.

Publicity—yes, even this has a
premium-—and fan club outgoings
have to be met. And the success
of the former can mean a heavy
postage bill. answering the letters
of the latter.

Entertaining is also anether
heavy expend.ture—one that has
to be done if a singer is star
material.

We talked about these facets of
the life of a TV and disc per-
sonality we analysed the hours
spent rehearsing, the constant
attendance to small detail, the end-
less time that it takes to read and
answer fan letters, and we (not
Marion) came to the conclusion
that Miss Ryan does work hard,
however much she gets!

As we made to leave her flat, a
few yards from Hyde Park, she
slipped into a coat . “Can 1
drop you anywhere ? " she asked.
“You see, | have a four-hour
recording session starting in haif
an hour.”

LONDON'S GREAT

FOR

Gerrard 366t (20 (rnes)
Two minutes

e

}

-

ALL YOUR CHRISTMAS
Books. Records. Mausie
119-125 CHARING CROSS ROAD, LONDON, WC2

from Tottenham Court

T e N L R R T A R

What are the economics of  The time was 11.30 pm. . . .
being a star? First, most and crane-driving Pop had been
folk would not want to watch a asleep for sixty minutes! D.B.
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One of the most amazing confessions ever told
‘Il danced for 145 days’

FR-ANIK

admits

*E

LA I N Ewho once

ANDY

Related exclusively to

sesEsusaNsEpRAEE

GRAY

NIGHT rendezvous are usually pr;atty dejected places during the day. They
come alive only when the soft lights and smooth music begin. But on
the day I’m thinking about the Coté d’Azure club in Soho was mighty

active—at 5.30 p.m.

Outside, the rush for home was just starting, but inside
a lithe, panther-like dancer called Ron Hitchins was taking his
time, his feet moving to the recorded music, his body jerking

from habit more than from inspiration, his face a wet mask.

of perspiration and determination.

He had been dancing non-stop
from 9 p.m. the night before and
was all set to break the world
record by keeping going for more
than 24 hours. A relay of dancing
partners took over from each other
from time to time and an MC
and others kept slapping their
hands in rhythm while the band
changed tunes or the record-player
switched discs, so that Ron never
stopped.

Celebrities dropped in to watch
the spectacle, including American
trumpeter Ray Anthony, whose
dance orchestra plays for dancing
in the States and who was
obviously thinking this event might
stimulate interest in ballroom
circles. Other stars had their
pictures taken watching the gyra-
tions of the writhing, hypnotised
dancer.

¢ Must
said.
him ? ”

I said nothing. 1 was thinking
of a most intriguing, almost un-
believable conversation I had had
just a few days before.I watched
Ron Hitchins in action.

Reminiseing

There had been a lull in rehear-
sals at Wood Green Empire, which
now serves as an ATV theatre and
is the headquarters of * Saturday
Spectacular.”  Frankie Laine re-
laxed after his exertions of getting
his act right for the show that
night. 1 have often been with
him, but had never heard him talk
about the old days. Quite sud-
denly he started to reminisce and
out-came this startling confession,
which he had never told to a news-
paperman before.

“1 remember when 1 was a
marathon dancer .. ."™ he said
casually.

“ A what ?” | asked, thinking

1 had misheard.

“Marathon dancer,” he repeated.
“Where’d you think I started to
develop this 7 And he expanded
his colossal chest.

I said nothing, waited for him
to tell me more.

1 was just a skinny kid at the
time, with jeans and a sweat shirt
and thick soled shoes with built-
in shock absorbers,” he went on.

*“By 1932, I was getting into
the big time of marathon dancing.
I had a great little partner called
Ruthie Smith. We were a swell
team — Frank Vecchio and
Ruthie Smith—because she let me
be boss ! I saw more couples
defeated by arguing about what

be mad,” someone

“ Where will

that get'

they should do than by exhaustion.

* Ruthie and me, we got on
swell. We won the world cham-
pion marathon at Atlantic City.
It started on-May 27th, 1932...
you don't think I can remember
the date? _It's engraved on my
brain.” Frankie paused, and
chuckled a bit, then went on, in
a soft, faraway voice:" “ For 14%

days . . . for 3,480 hours . . . we
danced. "

He looked at me to see the
reaction. ** Believe me, we did.

For nine days less than five whole
months, we danced. No days off.
Only 15 minutes in every hour rest.
*The other 45 minutes we had
to keep moving round the floor
—day and night, - night and day.
The routine was-—dance seven
minutes, walk three minutes. For
almost five months of my life.
Boy, ‘it sure sounds crazy now.

Dancing sleep

“ Ruthie and’ me got that we

could sleep and dance. We held
each other up. I was skinny .then,
remember,” he added when he saw
me looking at his size.
* “Day and night we had parties
coming in to look at us. Like
folk look ‘at queer fish in the
aquarium. They'd come late ‘at
night, after a party, and the pro-
motor would say: ‘Let's put on
a show.’

“Then we had to strut out
some nifty steps and jazz it up.
We couldn’t wait for those
customers to go home to bed so’s
we could slow down and get
some mobile sleep.

It got pretty mechanical and
after a time you almost got angry
if you couldn’t dance on and on.
Those 15 minute breaks were just
long enough to let you get some
food—not_too much because you
had to dance right after eating—
take a shower, change your sweat
shirt, read a paper, get your feet in
the air to let some blood trickle
back to your head again, and have
a massage.

“We had a Master of Cere-
monies who worked long hours,
too. He cracked gags about us
and gave us build-ups. He’d dream
it all up, making us out to be
Counts and Dukes, if he felt like
1t.

*“1 remember thinking he was
improving his style during that
lengthy engagement .. . and he
must have gone right on improving
because today he's Red Skelton.
* “Each day we danced on, right

HUMPHREY LYTTELTON CLUB

100 OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.1
OPEN EVERY NIGHT with Se-slons from all Top Tradltional
Bands and Guest Artists

Detutls . Ciut and Sessions from

8 GREAT CHAPEL STREET, LONDON, W.1

GER 7494

through the summer.

And the
summer of '32 in Atlantic City
was a hot one. “Holiday-makers
flocked in to see us and each
couple got a fan club. We saw
the same' faces back several times
and it was during this dance that
I first got to know how encourag-
ing fans can be.

“I came from ‘Chicago and
Ruthie from Ohio, so we had two
lots of visitors rooting for us.
When they came in, we'd put on
an extra show, although the energy
expended could be dangerous.

“ Never going to bed for more
than 15 minutes for those whole,
long summer months was sure a
drag. But it was our racket and
we were stuck with it.

‘“ About September we were
down to about four couples. Each
day or so another couple gave up.
Sometimes we had a stitch and
that meant the other had to carry
the partner. If both got a stitch
at the same time it was curtains.

“We were lucky, I guess,
because we kept dancing on. By
October, we were left with only
one other couple. It was murder.
We had to keep goxng and hope
the other couple quit. They kept

looking at us with the same hopc

Kidded me about jt and said they
didn’t have to go into training.
They drank to - their victory—
before the contest. But we didn't.

“The band struck up at 9.30
p.m. and before a packed ball-
room, we started off, just we two
couples. We really danced, fancy
stuff, waltzes, fox trots, tangoes,
.charleston, anything the band
played we danced.

* All through the night and into
the dawn we danced. Then about
9 a.m. I could see that Joe Ray
was looking worried. Remember
we couldn’t leave the floor. In
the end that victory drink proved
his downfall !

¢ Ironically for Joe, one of the
judges was the city sanitary
chief, and he disqualified Joe
when he saw his plight.

“We had won another title.

did this for a Ilvmg—}

in their hypnotised eyes.

crowd yelled encouragement, but
we couldn't put on a show any
more—just hang on.

“Then one day one of our
rivals slipped to the floor. It was
the man. The girl tried to pull
him up but she hadn’t the strength.
The judge counted ten, like a box-
ing referee over a floored fighter,
and it was all over. We'd won!
We were the world champions.”

Frankie wiped a bead of sweat
off his brow as he told me this.

Re-living this fantastic episode

in his life had brought perspira-

tion to his skin.

But hée wasn’t done yet. “ Ruthie
and I were challenged by the non-
stop world champions. This was
another type of championship, in
which 'you had to dance together
without stopping or leaving the
floor for as long as you could.
and last couple dancing won.

Challenge

“The champions were Joe Ray.
a famous American long distance
runner, and his partner—I can’t
remember her name. The Atlantic
City promoters persuaded Ray to
challenge us-—with the title at
stake.

“We were delighted. Fresh
from outr marathon triumph, we
were also full of confidence. But,
looking back on it, we won this
new title through foresight.

““Nature being what it is, I told

‘Ruthie not to drink or eaf any-

thing for several hours before the
contest.

‘Joe Ray and his partner’

We danced ' non-stop on this
occasion for 12 hours, 20 minutes,
and could have gone on if neces-
sary for many more hours.

“ We were double world cham-
pions. - And we retired undefeated.
Ruthie had to go back home for
some reason and | drifted back
to singing—I had always con-
sidered singing my first career and
even sang as | danced in the mara-
thon, which Red Skelton used to
stress in his commentary.”

The producer of the TV show
—Bill Lyon-Shaw—broke up the
story by asking Frankie to try over
another number. But before
Frankie went back to work as a
star singer, 1 asked him: ** Do you
dance -now 7 *

“ My wife, Nan, likes to dance
with me when we're on holiday.
But often I say ‘ I've had enough,’
but she says ‘1 haven't, so we
dance on—but never for 12 hours
20 minutes,” he said with a grin,
adding with a chuckle: * That’s for
the birds!™

Frankie Laine used to be the dancer who danced hour after hour
in search of championships. Above is Ron Hitchin, of Petticoat
Lane, London, who jived 24 hours 5 minutes non-stop in August

to win the world jiving record
the trumpeter on ‘the stand ?

by over four hours. Recognise

I's America’s’ Ray Anthony.

50 NEW BOND STREET,

LONDON, W.1

CHAPPELL’S Ba~ND music SERVICE

Telephone: MAYFAIR 7600

CHAPPELL

film “LES GIRLS".

From the M.G.M. Royal Command
Cole Porter's

CA C'EST L'AMOUR

YOU’'RE JUST TOO TOO

occasions.

IRVING BERLIN

From the new musical
“BELLS ARE RINGING"

LONG BEFORE
| KNEW YOU

JUST IN TIME

STERLING

HE'S GOT THE

WHOLE WORLD
IN HIS HANDS

THE ENCORE SERIES

Designed to provide the ideal repertoire for all
It includes many masterpieces by :—

GEORGE GERSHWIN
COLE PORTER
RICHARD RODGERS
VINCENT YOUMANS

and other eminent composers.

These Jimmey Lalley orchestiations are cued for
effective performances by groups of all sizes up to
17 players.

LATEST ENCORE SERIES RELEASES
“ GIRL FRIEND,” “ CLAP YO HANDS,” “ VARSITY
DRAG,” “JUNE IN JANUARY,” ¢ THOU SWELL,”
“IT CAN'T BE WRONG.”

Price 4/- per Set

ACUFF-ROSE

CRAZY DREAM

WAKE UP

LITTLE SUSIE

| NEVER HAD
THE BLUES

FRANK

IN THE PRESS

OF NEVER

IN THE PRESS

LET ME BE LOVED
I'M AVAILABLE

THE TWELFTH |

Containing: SOLOS

BERT WEEDON'S GUITAR GUIDE
TO MODERN GUITAR PLAYING

“PLAY IN A DAY”

— CHORD SHAPES
NOTES ON SKIFFLE — ROCK'N’'ROLL
SPECIAL EFFECTS, Etc.
VOCAL ACCOMPANIMENT
Price 4/6

MORRIS

WITCHCRAFT

LIPS OF W WINE

SHELDON

BE MY GIRL
PARTY TIME

THE LANGUAGE

OF LOVE

|

EY
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THE FABULOUS |

LIBERACE
STORY 2/6

targe-size pages on glossy art
pnmr, inciuding  th ng  exclusive
delails — a  souvenir album  every
reader wib trensure ; Revenling
exclting, intimate detalis of this
conlroversial personality
@® Compiete Life-Story
@ Flamboyant Persenality
Childhood tHandicaps and
Struggies
Ambitions for the Future
Full Page Poriraits
Favourite Kntertainers
Meet Brother George ana
Libernce Family
TV, VFilmis and Discs
Women in his Life
His Adoring Fans
Kight to Save Carees
ldkies and Dlislikes
1lis Karty Struggles
NEW MUSICAL EXNPKESS
" (Liberace Story)
3 DENMARK ST.,, LONDON, W.0.2
Please send me immedinlely a copy

1he

-
€

of  LIBERACE STORY."
I enclose 2/9 (inciusive of rceturn
postage). Postal Orders should ne

LTY. (No siamps, please).

i made paynble to STANLEY ITHIN

‘PIN-UPS AND FIGURE

Photographs of Cabarel ano.
Figure models 500 attrac.
tive ooses Send 3s. for three

tovely
in over
4d

ANNETTE ENTERPRISES (I
24, Madras Road Cambridge

.sample postcards and catalogue |

ART PHOTOS

Saperior and Exclusive fos
Artists, Collectors and con
noissears. Write sialing in
terests, enclosing 3d. s.a.e.
MAJOIR - applicants ONLY
8CM/BUZ M.Ey

MONO HOUSE, LONDON, \/....4

AGENTS DIRECTORY

“‘Booking The Best-
With The Best™”

HAROLD
DAVISON

Linlted
BAND, VARIETY & GENERAL
THEATRICAL AGENCY

"Eros House, 29/31,
Regent Street, London, W.1.
REGent 1437/8/9
Members of the Agents’ Assoc. Ltd.

RABIN
AGENCY

DAVID RABIN—IVOR RABIN

28-30 CLCUCESTER ;*ANSIONS
CAMBRIDGE ZIRCUS.
LONDODN, W.C.2
TEMple Bar 2816-7-8
MEMBERS OF | AGENTS SSOC. LTD.

Solely Booking for
" HELANA PRESENTATIONS
\WWhy not for You 1

GERALD COHEN

Telephone EBOR AGENCY
Temple Bar 13 Cranbourn St.,
0823/4 London, W.C.2

—

JOE
LOSS

LANgham MORLEY HOUSI
1212/3 REGENT STREET
2323/4 LONDON, W,

EUROPE'S BIGGEST
BAND BOOKER

ED. W. JONES

THEATRICAL, VARIETY
~ & CONCERT 9IRECTION
(Members of the Agents Assoe.)

29 REYNOLDS ROAD,

NEW MALDEN, SURREY
‘l.o.l’cqro“nu Ph::d Cables

ondcn
Derwent 2442 (Ohreo Hines)

Phgno:

L

TIIF NEW JUSICAL EXPRESS

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATES

Please allow 2 extra words it Box
No is required and add L/- (or
service charge.

Heavy black capitals after first two
words. are charged at double rate.
Awn ciassified advertisements @us!
be pre-paid and sent to
CLASSIFIED ADYT, DEIT.
The New Musicat Express,

» Denmark Street, London, W.0.2
COVent Garden 2266 (8 lines)

'UITION 94. per if‘ﬂ'd

AAAAH MAURICE BURMAN,
BRITAIN'S TOF MODERN SINGING
TEACHER—for TV, Records, Radio,
Bands, Films and Cabaret. TV Stations,
Recording Companies and Agents send
promising artists to BURMAN—April
Oirich secures Holtywood contract—THE
MAN WITH TIilE METHOD. Beginners

encouraged.—39, The White Houses
N.W.1. EUS 1200, Ext, 39.
Al SHAW 8kilfle guitar lessons —

also. oy post—83, Richmond Road,
Kingston-on-Thames Kingston 4474,
CENTRAL  sSCIOOL  OF DANCGE. !
MUSIO offers INDIVIDUAL inatru-
mental and vocal ' Tuition under
Britain's Leading Musictans Harmony
and Ear Tralnlng a speciality. Pupils
unde: personal supervision of Principal
IVOR: MAIRANTS. ¢'ree instrumental
advice Nearest to personal tultion
are the following Postal Courses.
“MODERN HARMONY': * IHEORY
OF MUSIO’"; also the 1VOR MAIR-
ANTS’ “GUITAR POSTAL COURSE.”
Also Jimmy QGrant’s POSTAL PIANO
COURSE for heginners. Apply C 8.D M
(E), 15, West Street, Cambridge Circus,
W.C.2. TEM 3373/4.
DRUM  Tultion ad-

beginners or

| vanced. —MAURICK PLACQUET. SHE

5485
FREDDY STAKF (Skyrocket Orch.
Trumpet tuition GLA 7518.
JOCK BEATSON Modern
Tuitlon. EDG 0281.
JOHNNY SHAKESPEARE. Trumpet
tuition, adv /beg. 51, West Kensington
Mansions, W.14. wUL 496539 Enqulries
5,30—8 p.m. .
MAESTRO ©MARIO ("Maker of
Stars’')}, The greatest teacher of them
all 101 New Bond 8t., W.1. MAY 5160.
REU MORUAN, Tutor ang Mabpager
to iate STEVE CONWAY, wili trdin
YOUR VOICE. Stugdio: 97, Charing
Cross Road, W.C.2. AMB 3709, GER

Trumpet

THE NEW. MUSICAL EXPRESS » 11
CLUBS—MODERN 64. per wara PERSONAL 94 ner wword ENGAGEMENTS WANTED 34 per wora l AR
HIGI \\:(}ll.\llﬂ‘i.. vadena  dab ART PHOTOGRAPIIS, Surplus sets ABLE ACCORDIONISE / PLANIND
Frogmore. CVERY SUNDAY AFTER | for sale at only 3/6d. for four assorted | =PRO 4542,

NOON 3-6 p.m prints, or 5/- includes one enlargement. | - ALTO S/P.—SPE 8442, SPANISH SK!FHE ° CElI.O
LUNCH TIME ROCK 'N° ROLS. |Limited supply. Box Number 80%. ALTO/TENOR, - SNa  2ide CUTAWAYS - ELECTRIC
Every Tuesday, Thursday and Kriday EXCLUSIVE—The finest sertes of | DRUMMER, EXPERIENCED, re- AMPLIFIERS PICK-UP UNITS

at 12.30 p.m.-—2 p.m. Westminster | Poth English and Continental #'igure | quires perm Club Lounge.—Bow 9519, and u U
Ballroom Ciub, Strutton Ground, Vic- |Studles. = S.a.e, for detalls. — Neill| DRUMMER experienced, transport.ifi A NEW MPLIFIER for only £11
toria Street, S.W.1 Admission 1/- | Hunter. 2nd Floor, 30, Craven Street, |avaiiable. Christmas/N.Y.¥. Evenings. o
Light Refreshments. Statlon: St Lo;\;d{::fni,‘ W.C.2. SHVElU(li‘sISNO}ALTo ! . L0 rite for details ot the new
James s Park. Tel.;: ABB 1343 “k, 1 Detatls of New Continenta) experience . s oe

< o Art photos. Send s a.e to Southern, 8% |avallable  week-ends.—Probets, 22, Elpico™ Audio Amplifier

ClUBS—TRADlTlONAI, 6d. per word

ERIO  SILK'S Southern tazzhand
-—Southern Jazz Club, 540, Higb Rnad
Leytonstone, tridavs VAL 7268

EVERY SATURDAY—London’'s most
upusual club. Chislehurst Caves, next
to Chislehurstésstation. Bring your own
candle |

FAN CLUBS ad4. per word

CYRIL STAPLETON AND SHOW
BAND CLUB. Proceeds to charity
Details, s.a e, Ann Bluestone, 32. Kitz<
george Avenue, W 14,

DES O’CONNOR Fan” Club. Detalls
s.a.e. Sec, 66, Tideswell Road, Greai
Barr, Birmingham,

DON FOX FAN CLUB OF GV
BRITAIN. For details please send s a.e
to Gerry Fraser, §4b, Darenth Road.
Stamford Hill, London, N.18

AN CLUB REVIEW containing- ail
the ilatest news about Fan Clubs. 1/3d.
A. Noble, 24, Giadweli.- Road, N 8.

KING BROS. t#an Ciub.. S.a.e. for
detatls, 322, Streatham High Road.
S W.16

LIBERACE — SINCERELY YOURS
CLUB. Details s.a.e. Doreen Rendle,
40, Lymescote Gardens, Sutton, Surrey.

NOW send s.a.e for detalls of Pat
Boone’s Fan Club.—M. Wright, 102,
Douglas Road, Handsworth, Birming-
ham, 21.

RUSS HAMILTON FAN CLUB of
GT. BRITAIN, For details send
stamped -addressed envelope to Shan
Haynes, 72. Denton Road. N.8.

The DORIS DAY Club. Midiand
meeting, December 21st. Full details

send s.a.e. John Jordan, 74, Birch
Street, Langley Green, nr. Birmingham.
- The most ACTIVE club? DORIS
DAY’S, of. course ! Join now ! Full
details of membership, club meetings.
exclusive DORIS 1)AY personal record-

8496, " I'ings plus FABULOUS “PAJAMA
SAXOPHONE ¢ CLARINKET. Be- | GAME’ PARTY. Send s.a.e. NOW.—
ginners and advanced plavera everv | John Smith, 46, Ullswater Road,
advice given on instrument purchase -— | Barnes S,W.13
Miles Mitcheli GER 9595. TONY WRIGHT FAN CLUB. Send
s.a.e. 23, Clemence Street, Stepney,
PUBLICATIONS 94. per word: London, E.14,
ELVIS PRESLEY fans.  Three

American magazines containing features
about Elvis for 7/6d., inciuding postage.
Keegans Bookshop, 20a, Great Denmark
Street, Dublin.

FRAULFEIN by James McGovern.
German giri’s experiences in Dresden
when the Russian Army entered, 177-.
8.a.e. for lists.—Edward A. Carter, 26,
Havering Road, Romford, Essex.

MUS!CAL SERVICES od. per word

MUSIC to' LYRICS, etc. Hammona.
36. Sudbury Ave., Wemblev WEM 3488,

SENP US your Lyrics. S.a.e.,
Anthony Palmer, Decoy Road, Ormesby,
Norfoik

SONGVWRITERS ! Let us help you.
Wrnite Holiywood Songwrltery Bureau,
5880, Hollywood Boulevard,/ Hollywood,
28, California, U S.A.

RECORD;NG 6d. per word

REGENT SOUND STUDIOS, RALPI
ELMAN directing the tinest studio up
West—for quick and satisfying service,
.tape to disc—disc to tape. For pro-
fessional and private recording. Pianist
or group ean be supplied. 4, Deamark
Street, W C.2. TEM 6769/6560.

I8, SOHO SQUARE, W.I. Modern
Recording Studios. All types recording
professlonal, amateur. Evening ses-
sions undertaken SONOTAPE. GER
8464,

RECORDS WANTED oa. t.’" word

JAZZ RECORVDS, 78's, EP's, LP's ut
good condition — Harry- Hayes, 20
Romiily 'Street, Cambridge Cucus w.1

BARGAINS IN INSTRUMENTS

B. & H. ‘77" CLARINET. B}, Low Pitch, Boehm System . E22 00
F.D.}l. TRUMPET. Bj, G.L.,, Low UIitch . . E17 70
MARTIN FRERES CLARINET OUTFIT. Bl Boenm System . £29 00
B. & H. ‘718 TRUMPET. Bj, G L., Low Pitch = . £19 10 0
ELYSEE CLARINET OUTFIT. Bl Boehm System ... £29 40
RUDY MUCK TRUMPET, Bj, Gold Lac. and Niclkel Silver finish £19 19 0
SPANISH GUITAR. Finger Style, size 387 x 14” x 31" ... . £16 10 9
WONDER GUITAR. Cello Built. Plectrum Model ... ... E3196
VALENCIA GUITAR. Celio Bulit. Plectrum Model. Blonde or
Sunburst £15 15 0
DRUM OUTFKIT. Lomplete Whlte (.,hrome Fltﬂngs 13 - ... £26 00
BROADWAY GUITAR. Celio Built. Sunburst finish Lo E17T 1210
-GUITAR. Flat Top. Round Sound Hole. Metal Strings ... .. £15 19 6

FRANCIS, DAY & HUNTER, LTD.

138/140 CHARING CROSS ROAD, LONBON, W.C.2.

TEMple Bar 9351/5

send it to us with your remittance.

NAME

Why not ask your New‘sagenf to reserve a copy of the NME each week ?
in the event of any difficulty, complete the subscription form below and

COPY EACH FRIDAY MORNING BY POST.
Please enter my name as a subscriber
commencing with your next issue:—

YOU CAN MAKE SURE OF YOUR -

ADDRESS

(BLOCK CAPITALS)

Tick period required:

12 months (35/-) 6 months (17/6)
Post to “"New Musical Express,” 5 Denmark Street, W.C.2

NOW ON SALE

Please send me the December issune.
postage.

DECEMBER ISSUE OF

HIT PARADE

You can only be sure .of your copy by placing a regular order
NOW with your mewsagent or bwookstall, or filling In coupon

below and posting TODAY !
Te ¢ HIT PARADE,’ 8, Denmark Street, London, W.C.2.

No stamps, please).

PRICE 2/-

1 enclose 2/3d. (inclusive of return

Name
Address .,.......

(CAPITAL LETTERS)

vaeesses ethasssreerresachenactransase

High Road (rear),

INTRODUCTIONS,
ductions everywhere Details 2/6d.
(confidentiat). Phyliis Bamattre's
VBvurl‘eau 12/14. Denman Street, Loudon,

LADY PHOTOGRAPHER has unusual
aart photographs. Lists and sample send
2/6d. P.O. and s.a.e. to BCM/FOYE,
London W.C.1.

LONELY ? Meet new friends through

Peisonal Cowmn ' Club. Free to
ladles. 3.a.e. for fascinating informa-
tion.—P c.f c., Falcon House, Burnley,
Lanes.

MARRIAGE THRO’ SOCIAL INTRO-
DUCTIONS. The only socia) service. of
its kind enjoying the warm approval.of
hoth Clergy and the National Press. it
Is completely confidential and operates
throughout Great Britain. Interesting
free brochure under plain sealed cover
from MARGARET H1ICKKS, The
Bournemouth Bureau, OQid Christchurch
Road, Bournemouth,

MYRTLE KRIENDSIIIP Club.
Members required for pen friends. etc.
Sa.e Box No, 732

NEW AND exciting collection of pin-
up pictures of the starlets. Send 40/-
for Set ASF 1, containing the 25 models
in this list, and free list to All Star
Features, 16la, Strand, London, W.C.2

FEN FRIENIS &t nome 2n@ 40rvaa

Balham, 8 W 12
Immediate Intro-

Afso marriage partners. Stamp for
detatis, Kuropean «riendsnip Socletv.
Olnev  Bucks

PHOTOGRAPHS. Have you heen dis-

appointed ? We can supply the prints
you wsnt, We specifalise in individual
selections.” Send 3/6 for two sample
prints 6in. x 43in. and details of free

offer. This month’s special ofter, ten
prints 6in. x 43iin, of two lovely girls
photographed together, £1. H.C.
Studlos, Dept. F, 11, -Bath Road,
Hounslow, Middx.

RENDEZVOUS INTERNATIONAL.
World-wide friendship, correspondence,
pen-friends - service. For those Iin-
teresied in exchanging ideas on jazz,
tanguages, sports, ete. For details send
stamped addressed ~envelope—Rendez-

vous International, 2. Meard Street,
London, W.1.
Set ASF shows SHIRLEY ANN,

Send 10/- for this set and free list to
All Star Features, 16ia, Strand, Lon-
don, W.C.2.

SENSATIONAL ART Photographs.
Lists and sample send 2/6d. P.O. and
s.a.e. to Rita Harris, c/o Post Office,
77, Grove Road, London, E.17,

STILL SINGLE 1 suitadbie introduc-
tions confidentially arranged. Details
Marjorie Moore, Dept. AL.. 392, Strand:
London, W.C.2.

THE ASHLEY MARRIAGE BUREAU
10, Corporation Street, Manchester
Successful introductions arranged for
those sceking happy marriage. A highly
confidential reliable service

VICTORIA STUDIO present the most
AMAZING collection of LINGERIE-
PIN-UP,- etc., photos, 100’'s of original
sets to choose from. BEAUTIFUL
MODELS from many European and
Asiastic countries. Eor full details of
our return _of post service, ‘A’
List and two .wonderful sample photos,
send 3/- P.O. to VICTORIA STUDIO,
49, Winchester Street, London, S.W.l.

XMAS comes but once a year. Buy
your own gift with a 10/- set ASF 9
of Margo in standing poses from All
Star Features, 161a, Strand, London,
w.C.2.

INSTRUMENT REPAIRS 64. per word

ITARRY IIAYES Repair Service s
aniversally accepted as the best and
most economicai in great Britain:
lacquering a speclality. — 20, Romilly
Street (Cambridge Circus), w.L
GIcRrard 1285.

HOHNER — complete repatr service
for Accordions and Chromatic Har-
monicas. Expert crattsmen, — Hohner
(NME), 11-13, Farringdon Road. E.C.1
HOL 3056

INSURANCE 94. 52 weord°

ALL MOTOR INSURANCE Lowest
rates, best  terms NO RESTRICTIONS
ON OCCUPATION. W. C. COLLINS
& CO. (Insurance Brokers), 14/18,
Queep Victoria Street, E.C.4. CITv
6875. Our Musical .\nstrument In-
surance Scheme already widely kmown,
Rates £1 per £100 and pro rata; =also
Life Endowmeni House Purchase.

Sinclair Road, W.14

MUSICIANS WANTED sd. per twora

AMATEUR MILITARY BAND has
vacancies fotr all instruments, par
ticularly orass section, Call Sunday
mornings, 11 a.m.—Chiswick Memoria‘
Club, Dukes Road. High Road. Chis
wick, W.4

BASS and GUITAR players for
amateur dance group. to: specialise in
pop and modern music Box Number
806, ‘

MUSICIANS HEQUIRED rfor  the
Band of the Narth Staflordshire Rex)
ment_. All “Instruments® Write Band
master - North Staffords, BAOR 2%

TIE CAMERONIANS (SCOTTISH
REFLES BANID has vacancies for
WOODWINI and 'BRASS players De-
tween the ages of 15-30 vears. For
conditions of service, etc,, please apply
Brigade Bandmaster, Winston Barracks.
LANARK,

BANDS od. per word

(Ultra-portable, 12 mis. wrilten _uarantee)
ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE

Easy H.P, Terras © Mail Order a Cpedality
It will pay you to send for
our iliustrated brochure of
Guitars. All types stocked.

BANJOS

‘ALL TYPES STOCKED
IHustrated Brochute now cvailable

BEST .ALUE! BEST QUALITY |
STANLEY LEWIS

Dept. NME, 307, EDGWARE RD.,
LONDON, W.2. AD 2758
OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY

DON'T FORGET THE SUPER 1958
TWELVE - STAR CALENDAR —
SEE FULL DETAILS ON_PAGE 12

A BANID avaitahte.—~PRO 4542

BERTIE MASON Trio. CAN 2005.

DKNNY BOYCE Orchestras and
Cabaret, 222 sStreatham High Road,
S.W.16. &TR 1084. After 7 p.m., LIV
1083

FREDDY GORDON,

Groups, etc

** Cosmoctub,”’ 62, Frith Street, W 1
GER 1305

MELONOTES, 3-8 plece, fully rce-
hearsed and experienced. SNA 2162

SITUATIONS VACANT 6d. pir word

44 GERRARD ST. CLUB, W.1

THE SENSATIONAL NEW

ROCK “A’ SHAKE

Riotous Opening Weekend
SATURDAY & SUNDAY

GUITAR MAKER and Repairer re-
quired. Permanent employment. Top
rates of pay. 5-day week, canteen.
Apply, Seimer Ltd., 114, Charing Cross
Road. London, W.C.2. Phope Temple
Bar 6562.

SHORTHAND-TYPIST required with
good knowledge of figures, In well-
Known
office; 5-day week. Write giving fuliest
details to Box No. 803.

INSTRUMENTS FOR SALE 64. per wora

BUY THAT SAXOPHONE or Ciarinet
from Harry Hayes, the- saxophone
speclalist. Easy hire purchase terms
Three free fessons, Beginners dlscreetlv
advised 20, Romilly Street, Camhridge
Circus W 1. GERrard 1285

PIANO FOR Saie. Handsome upright
Kessels.—Ring Gladstone 7993,

PHOIOGRAPHS 49!!. per word

FANS ! FANS! FANS! Terrific
candid real photos of Top Disc, I.V.,
and Screen Stars, including: Paul

Anka, Frankie Vaughan, Dickle Vaien-
tine, and sixty-three personal pictures
of each star ! Send s.a.e. at once for
FREE |llustrated particulars.—Philip
Gotiop Candid Camera Club, 24 Ken-
sington Church Street, W.8.

TAPE RECORDERS 6d. per word

CASH ON the spot for secondhand

tape recorders, amplifiers and HI-FI
equipment Top prices paid. Sound
Tap Vision (Dept, M.E.), 71, Praed

Street, London, W.2. PADdington 2807.
INTEREST FREE 1 ) -i All makes

2/8d4. Ip - £ deposit, no charges. no
P/Tax. We have largest sales Ip
U.K: 1 t | Why? We guarantee unbeat:

able terms. best you can get—£12 free
1ape ofter, etc. Largest demonstration

rooms -~ 30 models permanently dis-.
played. P/Exchanges, Open Satur
days. Kree brochures. HOWARD
PHOTOGRAPHIO (Dept. D), 190

High Street, Bromley, Kent. RAV 4477

SPECIAL TAPE offer at Great
Saving ! 1,200 ft. of Plastic Recording
Tape on 7 in. reels. Listed 35/-.
price 22,6 p. & p. 1/6d., also 850 ft.
(long play) plastic tape on 3 in.
Listed 28/-. Our price 19/6 p. & p.
1/6d.—Photo Optix (London) Ltd., 73,
Praed Street, London, W.2. PAD 2891.

TAPE RECORDER HIRE—Standard
and LP Dises ftrom tape—8Studio—
faci'ities—s.a.e., Magnegraph. 1, Han-
way Place, London. W.1 Langham
2158

WANTED I“OR CASH ! Tape Re-
corders, Tapg, HI-FI Equipment, etc.
Best prices from E. C. KINGSLEY &
CO. (E), 132, Tottenham Court Road,
London, W.1. EUSton 6500,

100 PAGES

ART PAPER WITH

COMPLETE LIVE

100 PHOTOGRAIHS, inciuding .

Atwell, Nat ** King

BACK-S

BUSINESS

[
IN faet,-

MAKE SURE OF
pewsagent or

YOUR COPY by

JUT

8, Besmark Sireet, Lendon,

FRANKIE LAINE

Name

A BRILLIANT FRODUCTION ON GLOSSY

EXCITING CONTENTS INCLUDE :
STORY AND AMBITIONS
INTIMATE DETANIL.S AND FAVOURITE STARS
Guy
Valentine, David Whilrield, Doris DDay, ¥Frank Sinatra, Liberace, Winifred
' Cote, Bing Crushy, Kay Starr, Jo Sirfferd, Percy
Comg, Hoagy Carinichacl and gaiaxy of many more famous stars.
FULL-PAGE AUTOGRAPHED PORTRAIT

PERSONALLY \WRITTEN ARTICLES Ly FRANKIE LAINE

FAGE SECRETS by VIC L¥WIS

FRANKIE’S ADVICE TO THOSE CONSIDERING ENTI“RINO SHOW

@ HIS BIGGEST THRILLS AND BISAPPOINTMENTS
COMPLETE LIST OF HIS RECOICI)INGS

“ MEET FRANKIE LAINEK"®
PTHING concerning the Worid's Biggest Seiling Recording Star in Britain.

bookstali=-aliternatively,
N

HERE!
To Stanley Itkin Ltd. (FL)., c;o NEW. MUSICAL EXPRESS LTD.,
w2,
by returs post.
, {inclusive of return postage).

‘MEET FRANKIE LAINE’ |

Price 276d.

3-COLOUR COVER

Miicnell, Johnnie Ray, Mckie

is a complete record of EVERY-

placing an order TODAY with yow
complete coupon below and

West End music publisher’'s,

Our |

reejs. |

21st & 22nd DECEMBER, 7.45 p.m. |

SOUTHERN ENGLAND

SKIFFLE CHAMPIONSHIP

IF YOU HAVE A GROUP
APPLY IMMEDIATELY TO
The Secietary, 23 Campbell Avenue,
Barkingside, Essex
Day : SPE 4806
or Phone { Evening; VAL 8558 |

THE SENSATIONAL

““JOHNNIE RAY
' STORY"’

84 Pages 2/6 (page sne x 43")

A brilliant production on ziossy art

paper witk striking 3-cotour cover.

EXCITING CONTENTS include t-

@ Complete llfe story and ambitlons

' @ Intlmate details and mvourlmh

stars
@ Over 75 pictures: exctusive home
life shots

@ Full-page autographed portralt

Back-stage secrets by Vie Lewls

Amazing revelalions by a palmist

Personal statistics, opintons,
Hobbles, etc.

Special article by Juhnnie Ray

@ List of discs and fan clubs -

In fact, the °**JOHNNIE RAY

STORY * 1s a complete ‘record of

EVERYTRI N G concerning the

world’s most fabulous singing

personality

4 book every fan willi want to keep
. as a permanent souvenir

Send 2/9d. (incl. of returu postage)
for this wonderful book to

** JOHNNIE RAY STORY,” NME,

5 DENMARK ST., LONDON, W.0.2

SPECIAL
OFFER !/

ONLY 1/9d.

(Post Freé)

STAN
KENTON

Souvenir Brochure

PLUS ! |
3 GLOSS PHOTOS

(different poses, size Tin. x 5in. of

STAN KENTON) plus a magnlficent i

20-page wonderful souvenir brochure

coniaining

. A personal message from. Stan
Kenton

@ Telescoped box biographies and
pictures of his instrumental starg

® 30 exciting pictures, Including-~
magnificent portraits of Stan
Kenton

@ The Kenton Story

Pleace send me ‘ MEET
.1 enclose herewith 2a 0d.
Stamps nob accepted.

Addreel

-

(CAPITAL LI LDTTERS)

® C ) 1ist of recordings

@ “ What’s With Modera Musle 7 ”?
by Stan Kenton
Programme of
British concerts

Send remittance of 1/9d. to recelve

the three photos and brochure tm-

mediately to; STANLEY ITHIN

Ltd, (BK), c¢/o NME, 5, Denmark

Street, W.C.2.
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No. 1 SONG ! No. 1 RECORD !
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Koy @hild

Beautifu) Hecords by HARRY BELAFONTE (RCA)
GRACIK FIELDS (Columbia) BOB DALE (Embassy)

BOURNE MUSIC LTD., 21 Denmark Street, London, W.C.2

THE NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS

Dangers of TV series

AMERICAN singing stars undertaking a TV series now face probable

aftermath crisis in other phases of their career. Although Pat
Boone is a successful vocal personality on U.S. television, because
the public sre familiar with his weekly TV appearances, cinema box-
office takings have suffered considerably. According to ** Variety,”
returns decreased by 50 per cent for his current U.S. release, * April
Love” (compared to his first film, * Bernardine,” screemed. prior to
his TV series). An executive of a major picture booking corporation
claims that movie theatres are Josing huge potential returns with
films starring a TV personality frequently available on home screens.
. He maintains FEivis Presley has— —
remained a top attraction, by ac-
cepting only occasional television
guest appearances. If  American
critics continume attacking most vocal
personalities with weekly TV presen-
tations, singers might have good
cause to reluctantly decline the risk
of over-exposure in this medlum—
through fear of damaging their repu-
tations in other lucrative fields of
show business.

Now rehearsing intensively for his
title role in ‘* Robinson Crusoe” at
London Palladium, David Whitfield
'is grateful for the help and advice
received from co-star, Arthur
Askey . An LP of standard songs
was recorded in Germany by Gary
Crosby earlier this year—including
* Blue Prelude,” a composition of
Gordon Jenkins; this album is now
released in America . . Max By-

IR UL

BRITONS ARE JINGLE
KINGS OF AMERICA

¢ jingle king” of America, British-born Eric

Siday, is in London on a business trip. Siday and

his partner—another Englishman, Austen Croombe-

Jobnson—are recognised as the foremost writers of com-
mercial jingles in the States.

In the early 1930’s, Eric was a prominent London jazz
violinist. He went to America, where he teamed up with
*’Ginger ” Johnson.. Since then they have been respon-
sible for hundreds of nationally-known commercials. .

Their best-known is the Pepsi-Cola signature tune,
sometimes referred to as * the second nationa! anthem
of the States.”

Siday and Croombe-Johnson - have recently been
appointed music consultants to the American Broad-
casting Company, and will undertake all that company’s
musical promotional work.

In a country with over 3,000 radio statioms, it .is
essential for each channel to have its own d1stm§ulshmg
features. The partners are presenting a host of * new
sounds,” in creating ABC’s musical station identifications.

- The principal reason for Eric Siday's visit to Britain ?
He has come to look at some new, advanced recording
techniques. -

Rather surprisingly, he told the NME: I am con-
ducting some rescarch into these techniques, which are
more advanced in London and West Germany than in
the States.”

rel

Presenting | .the Super 1-'95 8
TWELVE-STAR
CALENDAR

Comprising magnificent individual portraits of
these twelve top vocal stars, each on separate
tear-off monthly sheets.

PAUL ANKA * ELVIS PRESLEY

TOMMY STEELE x PAT BOONE
JOHNNIE RAY % FRANKIE VAUGHAN
HARRY BELAFONTE % GUY MITCHELL
DICKIE VALENTINE X DORIS DAY
LONNIE DONEGAN % DAVID WHITFIELD

Only 2/6 Order now from your newsagent or bookstall ;

alternatively, complete this coupon and receive your
calendar by return of post.

~To "New Musical Express” (ASC), 5 Denmark Street, London, W.C.2
Please sand me the 12-STAR CALENDAR. | enclose remittance of
2/9d. (including postage). Postal orders payable to Stanley ltkin Ltd.

N

Eddie Calvert meets the Duke of Edinburgh a

Friday, December 13th, 1957

THAT'S WHY
| WAS BORN"

Recorded by RONNIE HILTON
SALE COPIES 2/-

JOY MUSIC LTD., 23 Denmark Street, London, W.C.2 COV 2962

L=

t the Water Rats’

midnight charity show at London’s Victoria Palace on Monday. Picture

shows (L. to r:) Clarkson Rose,

the Duke, Alfred Marks, Dickie

.Henderson, the head Tiller Girl, and Eddie Calvert.

graves starred in the cabaret at a
theatrical charity ball on Sunday;
guests in the audience included
singers Dickie Valentine, Lonnie
Donegan, Gracie Fields and Frankie
Vaughan, at this Dorchester Hotel
event . .

Although his TV appearance was
successful, Paul Anka did not appear
at case in * Sunday Night At The

‘London  Palladivm”  with  the
accompaniment of Cyril Ornadel’s
orchestra . ... A * happy event” is

expected in the near future by Jim
Dale and his wife . . . * Julie
Swings ” is title of an LP waxed by
Julie London in Hollywood prior to
her visit here—with backing from
Bobby Troup and an all-star jazz
group, including the incomparable
Benny Carter . . .

“ Banana Split” is latest disc
waxed by McGuire Sisters—featuring
a piano solo by the composer, US.

There is a special significance in Pearl Carr and
Teddy Johoson playing roulette at an Oxford Street
store while Christmas shopping. Their Nixa record-
ing of * Tomorrow, Tomorrow ” has just been

d in the States on the Roulette label.

television personality Steve Allen . . .
Reviewing recent Glasgow variety ap-
pearance of Russ Hamilton in an
American show business paper, the
opinion of Gordon Irving "is, “a
monotonous performance ”—also that
Russ lacks appearance and stage
presence . . . Mrs. Gladys Hampton
1s due in London today (Friday),
for business discussions regarding
another European tour by the Lionel
Hampton orchestra . . .

Although Pye-Nixa's original disc

‘| (by screen star John Fraser) of ‘“Why

Don’t They Understand 7 failed to
enter best-sellers’ here this Joe
Henderson-Jack Fishman composition
is rapidly heading towards American
hit parade—with the understanding
version of George Hamilton 1V . . .
New producer of fortnightly Eddie
Fisher U.S.-TV series is veteran
musician Gil Rodene—for many
years” an instrumentalist and manager
of Bob Crosby’s Bobcats . .

o~

Original plan that Nat * King”
Cole plays concert tour here in Janu-
ary has now been ruled out. ..
Frank Sinatra, anxious to improve
his US.-TV series, has persuaded
Bing Crosby to make a guest ap-
pearance on December 20 . .. Al-
though his performance was polished,
Michael Holliday appeared over-
casual on BBC-TV *6.5 Special
last Saturday—to the extent of for-
getting lyrics in *“ I'm In The Mood
For Love” . .. .

Screen star Tomy Curtis has been
approached to play flute—on a
recording with “the Chico Hamilton
group . . . Scottish-born”  singer
Annie Ross has been signed to World
Pacific - American label; manager
Dick Bock plans an album for her
with Gerry Mulligan Quartet . . .
After an appendix operation in Uni-

versity College Hospital, Virginia

Lewis, daughter of vocal star Vera
Lynn and music publisher Harry
Lewis, has returned home . . .

At New York Friars Club dinner,
Johnnie Ray was guest of honour...
What is Musicians’ Union reaction
to BBC screening of tele-recorded
Perry Como programmes ?; if posi-
tion were reversed, a British musical
show hardly likely to be sanctioncd
by James Petrillo, chief of AFM . .".
Althou thanking NME Editor
Andy Gray for recent publicity on
this page, Neal Arden complained we
have not published his picture! . . .

=7

Future recordings by screen idol
Robert Wagner will be issued on
Brunswick here; he has been released’
from contract with U.S. Liberty
label Gene Norman signed an
artist last summer to appear at his
Hollywood Crescendo Club next
month—at a salary of £250; this
artist is Johnny Mathis, who now
receives weekly salary exceeding
£2,000, following three recent suc-
cessive disc hits in America . . .
Music publisher Johnny Johnston has
adapted new lyrics to his composition,
*{ Like Music, You Like Music "—
now featured by the Keynotes in
ITV commercial jingle for Idris . .
Agent Joe Glaser is assembling all-
staf coloured package show—includ-
ing the Platters and jazz singer Dinah
Washington — for coast - to - coast
concert tour of America next month
Tremendous advance bookings

for Finsbury Park Empire panto-
mime, starring Dave King . Great
acting performance by singer Beatrice
Reading: in *“ Requiem For A Nun,”

at London’s Royal Court Theatre . .. |

Return visit to Rome for concert
appearances planned by Frankie
Laine early next year . . . Dorothy
Dandridge has signed for two films
in Germany concerning raga]
problems . Producer Josephine
Douglas injects lively spirit into
BBC-TV *“6.5 Special”’; noticeable
last Saturday that Johnmy Duncan
has more hair than the three support-

Blue”Grass Boys combined !

ing i &
%azz pianist-singer Hazel Scott has
n L}

Stars and :
songs in
Jamboree’

‘“ FAMBOREE,” a film about

the record business, features
22 new numbers, listed below,
and features 19 disc jockeys,
representing many countries—in-
cloding Jack Payne and Jack
Jackson for Britain.

Max Rosenberg, producer of the
film, was due in London yester-
day (Thursday) for a preview of
the picture,

Here are the numbers and the
stars who sing or play them:—
¢ Jamboree ”—Count Basie and
Orchestra; * Record Hop To-
night *—Andy Martin; * For
Children Of AN Ages ”—Connie
Francis ; * Glad All Over ”—Carl
Perkins; “ Who . Are We To
Say ? ”—Connie Francis and Paul
Carr; * Teacher’s Pet ”—Frankie

Avalon, with Rocco and His,
Saints;  “ Siempre” — Connie
Francis ; * Cool Baby ”—Charlie
Gracie; “ Sayonara” — Jodie

Sands ; ** Toreador ”—Ron Coby ;
“Your Last ‘Chance” — Lewis
Lymon and The Teenchords; * if
Not For You"—Paul Carr;
“ Unchain My ~ Heart "—Slim
Whitman; “ A Broken Promise ”
—The Four Coins; “ One O’clock
Jump ”—Count Basie and Or-
chestra; “1 Don’t Like You No
More "—Joe Williams; * Crazy
To Care”—Martha Lou Harp; &
“ Cross Over ”—Jimmy Bowen; -
‘“ Hula Love”—Buddy Knox;
* Wait And Sece ”—Fats Domino;
* Twenty-four Hours A Day "—
Connie Francis and Paul Carr;
“ Great Balls Of Fire "—Jerry
Lee Lewis.

L LI TRLTE CEELE NI

A STAR EVERY
MONTH FOR THE
YEAR 1958

ANS and followers of world
famous personalities will wel-
come the announcement of our

arrived in Paris for straight acting
role in stage play, * Anna Lucasta’
Kathryn Grant (who recently
became Mrs. Bing Crosby) is now
filming in ‘* Gunman’s Walk ”—co-
starring Tab Hunter . Chief of
new Southern England ITV station
is former ** Family Favourites ' radio
announcer, Roy Rich . . .

Several hit songs waxed by Elvis
Presley were composed by Otis
Blackwell — now signed to record
himself on U.8. Atlantic label . .
Currently topping * Billboard ™ "best
sellers list, newcomer Sam Cooke is
reviving *“I Love You For Senti-

mental Reasons” for his next £* Twelve-Star Calendar.”  This
release . . . Julie London plans a visit Z contains magnificent individual
to Switzerland at Christmas, together = portraits (on separate tear-off

with Bobby Troup 5

Filming has commenced of Jerry
Lewis’s . production * Rock - A - Bye
Baby " : he also co-stars with singer-
actress, Marilyn Maxwell - At
AR-TV Wembley studios last Friday
night, both Paul Anka and Tommy
Steele tele-filmed their contributions
to big Christmas Eve all-star
programme . . . Another straight act-
ing 10le for ex-Glenn Miller wartime
;'{oclzl\.l'l’st Johnny Desmond—in “Desert

el -

Mitch Miller strongly defended
rock 'n’ roll music, in a heated inter-
view with New York disc-jockey
Barry Gray . . Another country &
western song will be Johnmie Ray’s

cnext release—* Miss Me Just A

Little” . . A title worthy of con-
sideration if Sabrina records again—
*“1 Ain’t Got No Body ! . .

e

iDOUBLE NUMBER ORCH. NOW READY-

MY SPECIAL ANGEL

BACKED WITH
BY THE FIRESIDE
S.0. 4/- F.O. 4/6
BRON -ASSOCIATED PUBLISHERS

l 133a CHARING CROSS ROAD, W.C.2 GER 5063

THREE BIG HITS !
JACKIE WILSON

REET PETITE

on CORAL

sheets) of a dozen top stars.

They will all make wonderful
pin-up portraits for your collec-
tion, besides bringing the stars to
your home every day throughout
the year.

For each month in 1958 there
is a high grade glossy art cream
surface containing a wonderful
picture (in attractive sepia colour)
of Elvis Presley, Tommy Steele,
Pat Boone, Johnnie Ray, Paul
Anka, Doris Day, Frankie
Vaughan, Lonnie Donegan, Harry
Belafonte, Guy Mitchell, Dickie
Valentine and David Whitfield
respectively.

Available early next week, details
of how to obtain the * Twelve
Star Calendar ” (price 2/6d.) can
be found elsewhere on this page.
[ ]

AMERICA'S No. 1

YOU SEND M

Recorded by SAM COOKE (London), TERESA BREWER (Coral)
ORCHESTRATIONS IN HAND -

e VY ROSE -

BURLINGTON MUSIC CO. LTD., 1/3 Biixton Road, S.W.9

Sole Selling Agents:
SOUTHERN MUSIC, 8 Denmark Street, W.C.2

TEM 4524

“PLAY THAT BIG GUITAR”

Recorded by BERT WEEDON on Parlo R.4381

% WIN A RECORDING CONTRACT

% WIN A PUBLISHING CONTRACT.

Y WIN GUITARS AND RECORD TOKENS
ENTER FOR THE COMPETITION

PLAY THAT BIG GUITAR

Detalls of this Competltion are printed on the back of
the Song Copy “PLAY THAT BIG GUITAR,” Prilce 2/-
or send stamped, addressed envelope to: DESK C,

MILLS MUSIC LTD.,

20 DENMARK STREET,
LONDON, wW.C.2
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