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Thanks for

GUY MITCHELL—for concert and
variety  tour, including TV dates,
during February and June . . .

JAYNE MANSFIELD — to attend
premiére of a film, a TV date from
the London Palladium, and to be
presented to H.M. The Qucen at
the Royal Film Performance . . .

GISELE MACKENZIE — guest
appearance in ATV shows, plus a
BBC television date from the Radio
Exhibition, with Jack Benoy . . .

SAMMY CAHN — although visiting
London on holiday, was persuaded
to write a disc title for Howard
Keel . . .

TONY CURTIS and JANET LEIGH
—to costar in a film, besides
making a personal appearance on
the NME Record Stand at the
Festival Gardens  opening-day
charity . . .

PATTI PAGE—a brief holiday—and
belated honeymoon—with dance-
director husband, Charlie
O'Curran . . .

MARIO LANZA—a leading attrac-
tion at Royal Variety Show in
November from London Palla-
dium ; he televised from the same
theatre six days later . .

ROSEMARY CLOONEY—although
intended as a holiday (whilst hus-

band José Ferrer was filming here), |

Rosemary televised for ATV and
negotiated sale of her U.S. filmed
series . . .

MEL TORME, BILLY ECKSTINE,
THE FOUR LADS, CHARLIE
GRACIE, SLIM WHITMAN,
LARRY PARKS and BETTY
GARRETT, FREDDIE BELL’S
BELL BOYS, JOHNNIE RAY,
PAUL ANKA, FRANKIE LAINE,
FRANKIE LYMON and THE
TEEN-AGERS, TEX RITTER,
MITCHELL TOROK, THE PLAT-
TERS, and ALAN JONES—all for
variety engagements in London and
the Provinces, besides TV dates . ..

PEARL BAILEY—to star in cabaret
at London Café de Paris Res-
taurant . . .

pop music world were some of

the FAMOUS VISITORS to

T . - r—— =

PATTI

GUY
PAGE MITCHELL

COUNT BASIE—who appeared with
his orchestra for iwo concert tours,
R;us the Royal Variety Show in

ovember . . .

JULIE LONDON—who commenced
filming in London during Decem-
ber “A Question Of Adultery,”
co-starring Anthony Steel . . ..

SOPHIE TUCKER—for a cabaret
engagement at London’s Café de
Paris, followed by a variety
appearance at Dominion Theatre . . .
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Comprising magnificent individual portrails of
these (welve top vocal slars, each on separate
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STARGAZERS |

MORRIS STOLOFF—on holiday in
London with his wife, Elsa .

PAT BOONE—concluded a lightning
concert tour (including two TV
appearances) on January 6 . . .

LES BROWN—for appearances with
his Orchestra at U.S. Services
camps . ..

DANNY KAYE—; fleeting visit to
Lon_don, en route to America after
filming on the Continent. . . .

JANET BLAIR—to star in * Bells
Are Ringing™ at London Coli-
seum : . .

GARY CROSBY—on leave from
Germany, televised for ATV from
London Palladium . . .

SUNNY GALE—brief visit to Lon-
don, en rouie to North Africa for
concerts at U.S. air bases . . .

WILBUR CLARKE — executive of
Desert Inn, Las Vegas, discussed an
appearance there for Dickie Valen-
tine in 1958, at the London office
of Dickie’s agent, Leslie Grade...

RAY ANTHONY — several guest
appearances on - British radio and
TV disc-jockey shows . . .

MINDY CARSON—in private life
Mrs. Eddie Joy, who televised in
June from London Palladium . . .

MARIO
LANZA

calling on
this yearf 3t

These U.S. personalities of the

EDDIE
FISHER

KITT

EDDIE JOY—besides managing Guy
Mitchell, he made two visits to
London in order to launch his own
music publishing company here . . .

LAWRENCE WELK-——during a two-
day stay in London, he selected
Steve Martin to sing on his Holly-
wood TV show

FRANK PERKINS — com-
poser of *Stars Fell On
Alabama,” for brief holi-
day in London . ..

ED. SULLIVAN—to view
British  artists for his
American TV series . . .

JUDY GARLAND—for a
season at London’s
Dominion Theatre, fol-
lowed by Royal Variety

ow ..

RAY McKINLAY—directing
the Glenn Miller Orches-
tra at American Forces’
camps . . .

BUCK RAM-—noted composer and
manager of The Platters . . .

JEAN CARSON-—returned home to
film a programme for US-TV, be-
sides starring in Grapada TV
* Chelsea At Nine” . . .

BOBBY TROUP—accompanied- Julie
London, also composed two songs
for her film rdle . . .

HAZEL SCOTT—TV appearances by
this talented American pjanist . . .

THE GOOFERS—resident from June
—December in “ We're Having A
Ball” at London Palladium . . .

BILL BOYD — (“ Hopalong Cas-
sidy ") for Capitol Records’ pro-
motion and holiday.-. . .

HOWARD KEEL—two wecks at
London Palladium and first-ever
studio disc session—which took
place under EMI auspices . . .

SISTER ROSETTA THARPE, THE
GERRY MULLIGAN QUARTET,
EDDIE CONDON AND HIS
BAND, JIMMY RUSHING,
THE MODERN JAZZ QUARTET,
GEORGE. LEWIS, JACK TEA-
GARDEN—EARL HINES WITH
THEIR ALL-STARS, BIG BILL
BROONZY, JOHN SELLERS—
all undertook nation-wide concert
tours . . .

us

i ut

" CHARLIE
GRACIE

JIMMY VAN HEUSEN—top Holly-

CARSON

wood songwriter, visited London
on holiday, where he collaborated
with Sammy Cahn on a. disc title
for Howard Keel . ..

GORDON JENKINS—brilliant com-
poser-orchestra leader, was Musical
Director for Judy Garland at
Dominion Theatre . . .

VICTOR BORGE—starred for a
season at Palace Theatre, London.

ALAN DEAN-—returned home after
several years in U.S., for TV dates
and an LP disc session . . .

NORMAN GRANZ—* Jazz At The
Philharmonic impresario, to
arrangg tour for this unit (plus
Ella Fitzgerald) next year . . .

EDDIE FISHER —closing variety
attraction at London Palladium,
for one week in June . . .

SAM CLARKE-—chief of U.S. ABC-
Paramount Records, who negotiated
distribution of his label’s discs
here, on Columbia . . .

KEEFE BRASSELLE and ARLENE
DE MARCO — who co-starred in
a film ; Brasselle also deputised at
one day’s notice for Mel Tormé
on “ Saturday Spectacular” ATV
show . . .

THE DEEP RIVER BOYS—annual
variety tour, TV dates, and a series
of Radio Luxembourg broad-

DEBBIE REYNOLDS—on holiday,
whilst husband Eddie Fisher
appeared at the Palladium . . .

RED SKELTON—with his family in
Pmam, during- a world holiday
our . . .

GLEN WALLICHS—chief of Capitol

Records, for conferences with
Directors of EMI . . .
GRACE KELLY—an_official visit,

with her husband, Prince Rainier
of Monaco . . .
ARTIE SHAW—who spent a short

holiday in London late in the
year . . .

HENRY G. SAPERSTEIN—the man |

responsible for the Elvis Presley-
trademarked goods, which he

SUNDAY

12 noon Waltz Time; 3 Highway of
Melody; 5.05 Playhouse of Favourites;
7.05 People Are Funny; 8.30 European
Storybook; 9.35 News and Sports; 10.30
Conversation.
MONDAY

11 a.m. Request Show; 12 noon Man
About Music; 12.30 Holiday in Bavaria;
1 Outpost Concert; 2.05 Stickbuddy
Jamboree; 3 One Map's Family; 3.30
Lone Ranger; 4 Requests; 5 Muslc On
Deck; 6 Music In The Alr; 7.05
gul,looo Question; 9 Hollywood . Music
a

TUESDAY

11 a.m. Request Show; 12 noon Man
About Music; 3 One Man’s Famlily;
4 1957 In Sports; 6 Music In The Air;
7.05 1957 Hit Parade; 9 Dance Party.

WEDNESDAY
11 a.m. Request Show; 11.55 Les
Paul; 12 noon Holiday Open House;

3 This World in 1957; 4 Record Show;
5 Guest Star; 6 World; 7.05 Orange

Bowl Game; 9.45 Rose Bowl Game.

SUNDAY

6 Beaver Club; 6.15 Sing and Be
Happy; 6.45 Accordion Time; 7 David
Whitfield show ; 7.30 The Winifred
Atwell Show ; 8 Opportunity Knocks;

| 8.30 Take Your Pick; 9 This I Believe;

9.30 All The Vaughans; 10 Record

Rendezvous; 10.30 Bing Sings; 10.45
Ted Heath and his Music; 11 Top
Twenty

MONDAY

6 Requests; 8 Christmas Crackers; 9
Deep River Boys; 9.15 Song Hits of the
Century; 9.45 Ronnie Hilton; 10 Jack
Jackson; 10.30 Top Pops of Tomorrow;
11 Taiking Points; 11.05 Bible Christian
Programme; 11.15 Frank and Ernest;
11.30 The -World Tomorrow.

TUESDAY

6 Requests; 8 Spike Harrlgan; 8.30
Concert For You; 8 Alma Cogan Show;
9.15 Tumes to Remember; 9.45 Today's
Top Ten; 10 Capitol Christmas Party;
11 Revival Time; 11.30 Oral Roberts,
WEDNESDAY

6 Requests; 8 Double Your Money;

THURSDAY

.11 a.m. Request Show; 12 noon Man
About Music; 3 One Man’'s Family; 4
Requests; 5 In The Mood; 6 Music In
‘The Air; 7.30 21st Precinct; 8.30 Fan-
tasy; 9.45 Melodia; 10.05 Request Show.

FRIDAY

11 a.m. Request Show; 1155 Les
Paul; 12 noon Man About Music; 2.05
Stickbuddy Jamboree; 2.30 Robert Q.
Lewis; 3 One Man’s Family; 4 Re-
quests; 5 Songs of Many Lands; 6
Music In The Air; 7.05 Stuart Foster
Show; 8.30 Richard Diamond; 9 Stars
of Jazz; 9.45 Bob and Ray; 10.05 Re-
quest Show.

SATURDAY

11 a.m. Rejuest Show; 12,30 Western
Swing; 1 Saturday Salute In Music;
3.30 Galen Drake; 4 Reqguest Show;
6 Music In The Alr; 7.30 Saturday
Night Country Style; 8.30 Operation
Entertainment; 9 Music Views From
Hollywood; 10.05 America’s Popular

Music; 11.05 Request Show.

8.30 Under the Mistletoe; 9 Stargazers;
9.15 Cugat's Carnival; 9.45 Favourites
Old and New; 10 Record Show; 11 Back
To Tha Bible; 11.30 The Hour of
Decisfon.

THURSDAY

6 Requests; 8 Sing and be Happy;
8 30 Lucky Number; 9 Song Parade;
9.15 Song Hits of the Century: 9.45
Voice of Romance; 10 It's Record Time;
10.30 Favourites Old and New; 10,45
Italy Sings; 11 Oid Fashioned Revival
Hour. :
FRIDAY .

6 Requests; 8 The Magic of Sinatra;
8.30 Melody Fair; 9 Star Turp; 9.13
Dick Haymes Show; 9.45 Scottish Re-
quests; 10.15 Record Hop; 11 The Voice
of Prophecy; 11.30 Still Watera.
SATURDAY

6 Requests; 7 Rhythm on the Range;
7.30 1ntrigue; 8 Tamboree; 10 Irish
Requests; 10.30 Spin with the Stars;
11 Bringing Christ to the Nation,:
11.30 Jack Jackson.

faunched herc . . .

DAVE KAPP—chief of the US.
Kapp label, came here to negotiate
European outlets . . .

LIONEL HAMPTON—who played a
midnight charity concert at the
London Royal Féstival Hall (with-

out fec) for a South African
charity . . .

EARTHA KITT—starred in  the
British film * Accused,” besides

launching her book, °' Thursday’s
Child” . . .

WARONKER—chief of U.S.
Liberty Records, for talks with

SI

Decca group chief, E. R. Lewis ...

TG NG LU

= WHO'S WHERE

S BRERI BRI NIGE
(Week .¢ i D b 30)
EDNA SAVAGE, LORRAE DESMOND

Stockton Globe Theatre.
HEDLEY WARD TRIO
Wortliing Connaught Theatre.
SHANI WALLIS
Liverpool New Shakespeare Theatre.
DAVE KING
Finsbury Park Empire.
DAVID WHITFIELD
London Palladium.
EVE BOSWELL
Manchester Palace.
DAVID HUGHES
Sutton Granada.
LONNIE DONEGAN
Chiiswick Empire,
NAT GONELLA
Glasgow Empress.
DICKIE VALENTINE
Newcastle Theatre Royal
TOMMY STEELE
Liverpool Royal Court
RUBY MURRAY
Liverpool Empire
HARRY SECOMBE,
Coventry Theatre
LITA 'ROZA, ALMA WARREN
Gloucester Regal
MAX BYGRAVES,
KAYE SISTERS
Opera House, Manchester

&

JANIE MARDEN

YANA,

ANNF. SHELTON
Savoy Hotel London

RONNIE HILTON
Sheffield Lyceum

MALCOLM VAUGHAN
Wolverhampton Grand
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VIC DAMONE -
AN AFFAIR TO
REMEMBER

THE LEGEND OF THE
MEHE o
PB 5

ROBERT EARL
MY SPECIAL
ANGEL

THERE'S ONLY YOU
PB 161

KAYE SISTERS
ALONE
SHAKE ME L RATTLE
PB 752

SONNY STEWART
LET ME Lit

MAMA DON'T ALLOW 1T
PB 773

trom PHILIPS

The Reconk of Ve Coritury

Phiftps Electricai LimiTed, Gramophone Records Div.,
Stanhepe Heuse, Stankope Ptace.k Lwo?nkaxg.z.
ld-renotoned makers 0~

:f;ﬁgs ‘bli’:cour? Pk:ey‘erqv and Recerd Playing
Equipment {ncorporating the world-famous
‘Featherweight® Pick-up.
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NEW NAMES
IN TOP 20

January: No New Entnes.

. February: TAB HUNTER.
“Young Love™ (London);
JERRY LEWIS, * Rock-A-Bye
Your Baby ™ (Brunswick)‘,

SONNY JAMES, “Young Love’
(Capitol);” LITTLE RICHARD
“ Long, Tall Sally " (London).
March: HARRY BELAFONTE,
[ * Banana Boat ™ (HMV),
SHIRLEY BASSEY * Banana
Boat Song"” (Philips). THE
TARRIERS, *“ Banana Boat
Song © (Columbia).
~ April: CHAS. McDEVITI1
| GROUP,  “ Freight Train’
. (Oriole); ANDY WILLIAMS
“ Butterfly ” (London)
May: CHARLIE GRACIE
g “Butterfly” (Parlophone);
; PEGGY LEE, “Mr. Wonderful”
| (Brunswick); GRACIE FIELDS.

, “Around The World"
(Columbia).
June: THE DIAMONDS, * Little
~ Darlin’” (Mercury); RUSS
HAMILTON, “We Will Make
Love” (Oriole); K I N G
BROTHERS, “ White Sport
Coat™ (Parlophone); TERRY

DENE,
(Decca).

White Sport Coat "

July: EVERLY BROTHERS, “Bye

Bye Love " (London); JOHNNY
DUNCAN, * Last Train To San

Fernando ™ (Columbia); - SAL
MINEO, *Start Movin'”
(Philips).

August: PAUL ANKA, "Diana "~
(Columbia).

September: DEBBIE REYNOLDS,

*“Tammy” (Coral); BILLY
WARD, °Stardust™ (London);
THE CRICKETS, " That'll Be

The Day*™ (Coral); PETER
SELLERS, “Any Old Iron’
(Parlophone).

October: JERRY LEE LEWIS.

“Whole Lotta Shakin' Goin® On"
(London); JIM DALE, * Be My
Girl " (Parlophone).

November: JOHNNY OTIS
SHOW/MARIE ADAMS, “ Ma,

He’s Making Eyes At Me™
(Capitol); SHEPHERD
SISTERS, “Alone” (HMV),
JACKIE  WILSON, “ Reet

Petite * (Coral); THE SOUTH-
LANDERS, “Alone” (Decca),
LAURIE LONDON, “ He's Got
The Whole World In His Hand’
(Parlophone).

December; JIMMIE RODGERS,
*“Kisses Sweeter Than Wine ™
(Columbia).

THE NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS

‘ BY FRANK HARVEY

FOR one vear (Janoary—December, 1957, inc.), these are
the discs which gained No. 1 position in the respective
British and U.S. charts—and number of weeks they retained

top entry.

IN BRITAIN

Guy Mitchell's * Singing The

Blues” (2 weeks); Tommy
Steele’s * Singing The Blues ” (1
week); Frankie Vaughan's

* Garden Of Eden” (4 weeks).
Tab Hunter’s * Young Love ” (7
weeks); Lonnie Donegan’s
“Cumberland Gap ™ (5 weeks),
Guy Mitchell’s * Rock-A-Billy
(1  week); Andy Williams'
“ Butterfly ” (2 weeks); Johnnie
Ray’s * Yes Tonight, Josephine ™
(3 “weeks); Lonnie Donegan’s
“Putting On The Style”/** Gamb-
lin® Man ” (2 weeks); Elvis Pres-
ley’s *“All Shook Up” °(7
weeks); Paul Anka's “ Diana”
(9 weeks); The Crickets’ ** That'll

ELVIS PRESLEY

de The Day ™ (3 weeks); Hariy
Belafonte’s “ Mary's Boy Child "’
(6 weeks).

IN AMERICA

THE PHOTO BANGLE

(Not ltlustrated)

‘ The Rage of Hollywood !

Made of lightweight metal
with beautiful untarnishable
gold finish containing 9
different pictures of your
favourite singing stars.

. 7/6 inc. P. & P.

The 6-Star Identity- Bracelet
(Not iHustrated)
contains 6 photos of your
favourite stars. Gold finish
\ untarnishable link chain.

5/ * each, inc. P. & P.

.THE 8-STAR BALL BRACELET.

Beautiful Gold finish, untarnish-
able link chain with four

THE GUITAR BROOCH

All-metal with beautiful untarnishable gold
finish, with Blue,
safety catch pin fastening with back that
opens and contains 11 different photos of
vour favourite stars, or you can insert your

Red or Green filigree

own personal photo.

' |1 Guy Mitchell’s “Singing The Blues™

FANS (6 weeks); Elvis Presley’s * Too

/ FAN Much " (3 weeks); Tab Hunter's
4 6 ; (Not ; “Young Love” (4 weeks);
inc. g Buddy Knox’s “ Party Doll” (1
with untarn- week); Perry Como’s “ Round &

'i}",ﬂg'esg‘;" Round " (1 week); Elvis Presley's

G e “All Shook Up ™ (8 weeks); Pat

_ _bossed, con- Boone’s “ Love Letters In The

;’h':t’” ﬂ"gf l';"o’:{ Sand '.’ (5 weeks); Elvis Presley’s

favourite singing “ Loving You /" Teddy Bear”

stars. It really (7 weeks); Debbie Reynolds’

N i1y and "°;i°: “Tammy” (3 weeks); Paul

R Aventl tombit Anka’s “ Diana” (I week); The

on your dress, suit Crickets’ “That’ll Be The Day™

:;I:°“;vit‘,‘"° :;:;('B (1 week), Jimmie Rodgers’

link chain and key “Honeycomb” (2 weeks); Everly

ring. Brothers’ “ Wake Up Little

Susie ” (1 week); Elvis Presley’s
“ Jaithouse Rock” (7 weeks);
Sam Cooke’s “ You Send Me”
(2 weeks).

Observations

* In a 1956 survey of new artists
to enter British Top Twenty sellers,
forty-seven new - mames achieved
the honour—compared to thirty-

of 40 weeks, leaving British artists
the balance of 12 weeks. At no
time did a British composition
produce the No. 1 title during the
year—even Lonnie Donegan’s suc-
cesses were originally American
folk songs.:

Y On three separate occasions,

Pat Boone reached No. 2 in the

chart with * Friendly Persuaslon,”

“Don’t Forbid Me” and * Love

Letters In The Sand ”—but he

failed to reach the top.

* Every Lonnie Donegan release
secured a place in the Top Ten
(maintaining an unbroken seqlience
with all his 78 r.p.m. discs on Pye-
Nixa), besides the unequalled
accomplishment in America or

.Britain during the year of obtain-

ing two consecutive No. 1 hits
with successive recordings, *“ Cum-
berland Gap™ and “ Puttin' On
The Style ’/* Gamblin’ Man.”

* Highest number of weeks in
U.S. or this country that any artist
held top position with one hit—
Paul Anka's *“ Diana,” nine weeks
in Britain.

% Elvis Presley equalled the

record in this country of five disc

titles simultaneously in the Top

Twenty—first attained by = Ruby

Murray (1955) and Bill Haley

(1956). Presley, however, created

a mnew record * with seven disc

entries in the Top Thirty chart.

* Not a solitary feminine artist
could reach No. 1 here any week
during-the year ; in fact, their only
Top Ten successes were limited to
one entry only by the following:—
Debbie Reynolds, Peggy Lee.

s
LONNIE DONEGAN

fonte’s “ Mary's Boy Child”;
Frankie Vaughan amazingly reach-
ing Top Ten with “ Wandering
Eyes” — after Charlie Gracie's
version had enjoyed a long run;
the determined consistency
throughout the year by Tommy
Steele, Malcolm Vaughan, Lonnie
Donegan and Frankie Vaughan;
smart work by the King
Brothers — dressed in  their
* White Sport Coats "—to outsell
all rival versions, which established
them for the first time as hit disc
makers and paved the way for
their choice as Top British Vocal
Group in the NEw MusicAL
ExPrRESS annual poll.

Shirley Bassey and Gracie Fields
—but two by Petula Clark.

- -
Missing
* Star names completely absent

in 1957 from British Top Twenty
chart include Doris Day, Perry

Como, Four Aces, Eddie
Calvert, The Stargazers, Joan
Regan, Anne Shelton, Tonv ’
Martin, Kay Starr, Tennessee Ernie WANNA
Ford, Teresa Brewer, Mel Tormé. KNOW

* Famous American disc per- SOMETHIN’
sonalities who have not appeared REALLY
in Britain’s Top Twenty during the HOT?
past four years include: Vic
Damone, Julius La Rosa, Patti

Page, Four Lads, Johnny Desmond,
Lawrence Welk, Jaye P. Morgan, |
Jackie Gleason, Carmen McRae
Ricky Nelson, Tommy Sands.
Dinah Shore, Gale Storm, Mai-
garet Whiting and The Four Fresh-

;- YOUR INITIALS OR ||tWo first-time entrants during 1957. qen.
S FB&T.E..E.EAEELET NAME STYLISHLY EN- || % Despite fewer names in British ~ J By the middle of December,
[ UERFeautiTul artiitle .designea GRAVED ON ANY || best sellers, on three occasions, thfi Bab; » had quickly- jumped to N g
| metal with untarnishable gold 8-STAR BALL ARTICLE ADD 2/- No. l_ pos:}non h.ere was gaine 3 in the hit parade here—but was
e i s Bvausice mule BRACELET EXTRA. @ ITEMS ARE || Y 2rtists with their first respective  gon-existent in American charts.
singing star, Packed in attrac, 55"47/ 6’057 ":'D (87 rosTED TO YOU gﬁc tle'c:rleas‘gzsmlln tgﬁkcougtrg—%t % Achievements by British artists i
R P (Trade' inauiries. tnvited) &> WITHIN 24 HOURS. || Crickets v 98C TE werthy - of note—newcomer Jim '
- : . 5 Dale only kept out of top position
THE HOLLYWOOD NOVELTY CO., 8 ARGYLE STREET, LONDON, W.1 * Over the year, US. artists with “Be My Girl” by pre-
’
e held the No. 1 place for a total Christmas strength of Harry Bela- o o L ®
:*’"*@W":"W@%@%ﬁﬁ» o G e
groeeTz ;El:lKEY vowNNeNe':N Bﬁgkm'g's "’ﬁ%‘&‘#’é‘ MELLY
_ JA2Z BAND
L =3 - = =
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NE of the first new names

to appear in the hit parade
in 1958 could easily be that
of Billy Myles. His song,
called “The Joker,” tells moch
the same story of that hit of
some months ago, “Great
Pretender.”

Musically, the treatment is
much the same, too. The
backing is in the best tradi-
tions of rockin’ austerity —
most of the noise -comes from

piano and drums, with
additional wails from a
chorus.

I fancy this for a- hit for three
good reasons—an easily remem-
bered melody, a strong lyric, and
a first-class commercial vocal
performance from Mr. Myles,
who, incidentally, wrote bot
songs on this disc, HMV POP
423. “Honey Bee " is faster, has
a driving beat and again is very
good of its type.

HILLTOPPERS

There’s competition on * The
Joker ” from The Hilltoppers (Lon-
don American). good waxing,
with the vocal somewhat surprisingly
taken as a solo for the most part.

Not as good as Billy Myles, who
puts more feeling into the words.

latest-—
Love Ukelele Style ”—
reviewed in the next columm.

DEAN MARTINS

¢ Makin®

McPHATTER

The film® *“ Mr._Rock And Roll”
provides Clyde McPhatter with a
couple of numbers on London
American HLE 8525. ‘ Rock And
Cry” is just recognisable as a
calypso. o .

The resultant mixture is ' neither
ood rock nor good calypso.

easonable, but not good. * You'll
Be There ” is another mixture; part
ballad, the rest a wailing, wavering
slow rock dirge. ;

I'm generally a rock 'n’ roll sup--
porter, but this is one sort thatdrives
me up the wall.

WEE WILLIE

That remarkable character, Wee
Willie Harris, has a couple of new
sides out on the Decca label. On
“Back To School Again” Wee
Willie gives his all (vocally, that is),
and the outcome is quite good.

Would have been better if the
instrumental backing had been a
little more wild. As it is it sounds
a bit tame and lukewarm.

Should be a good seller. . The flip-
side, whilst being more lively, has

‘Joker' could give first h
of 1958 to
BILLY MYLES

all been done before. The words of
“ Rockin’ At The Two I-$ " just have
nothing at all.

PLAS JOHNSON

Plas Johnson sieers a clever middle
course with his instrumental record-
ing of *“Swanee River Rock” on
Capitol. It is rock, yes, but at the
same time it will be acceptable to
non-rock enthusiasts as an up-to-date
arrangement of an oldie, bright and

entertaining.

Orchestra leader Plas Johnson
himself takes the solo work with
some excellent tenor sax playing.

Flipover is a straightforward
non-vocal version of the current

U.S. No. 1 hit, “ Yon Send Me.”

Again, the Johnson sax makes

worthwhile listening.

JACK JONES

Like father, like son. Allan Jones
thrilled the teenagers of pre-war days
with his clear tenor voice, and his
record of *Falling In Love With
Love " is still a favourite on request

rogrammes. Now Jomes Junior—
lf:irst name Jack—is getting busy in
the recording studios. The voice is
not nearly as good as dad’s—not
the tone, not the power, not the rich-
ness.

But the style is good. Easy,
flowing and clear. “ For Crying
Out Loud” is quite a pleasant
song, but is memorable neither for
the words, nor for the music.
“Born To Be Lucky,” with a

nippy beat, is more likely to attract
attention. I would like to hear Jack
with some stronger material.

DEAN MARTIN

I can’t imagine either song on
Capitol CL 14813 putting Dean
Martin back in the hit parade.
“ Makin’ Love Ukelele Style” is a
typical D.M. strolling-pace ditty,
very enjoyable to listen to—once,

However, there’s not much
about it that makes a second hear-
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forecasts~~~ s

KEITH FORDYCE

famous Radio Luxembourg

ing a “muost.”” * Good Mornin’

Life ” Is ten times better.

A simple, happi melody with a
bright, catchy backing is from two
honky-tonk pianos. Dean Martin
gives a delightfully carefree inter-
pretation. The only thing wrong
with this song is that it just has no
connection whatsoever with the
current pop market. “ Good Mornin’
Life ” would have been a natural
for Al Jolson, and he would probably
have made it a *standard.” If you
happen to hear the song, see if you
get the same impression.

BONNIE LOU

Bonnie Lou %Sps up on Parlo-
phone, with ‘ Waiting In Vain.”
And if it's a hit she’s waiting for,
then I think the title sums up her
ohances !

A slow, undistinguished dollop of
sob-stuff that excites not one iota of
sympathy. On the other side is
Bonnie’s version of “I'm Available.”
Competent, but not outstanding,

SHEILA BUXTON

Columbia offer two songs from
the film * The Golden Disc,” per
the vocal talents of Sheila Buxton.
Neither of the songs are world
beaters, but Sheila sings well, and
interprets the numbers intelligently.

In “ Charm she displays just
that very quality, plus an attrac-

tive degree of coteness. Good
listenlng. 1
“The In-Between Age”™ has a

fock 'm’ roll piano plonking dutifully

Do and Dena have a
Top Twenty chance

MUCH interest has been aroused by a couple of Cockney lasses who
have just cat their first disc for HMV. Do and Dena Farrell
put over their two songs in what is best described as rock-a-billy

fashion. A pronounced country and western style Is backed up

solid beat.

And, believe me, these gals are good !

by a

If I hadn’t known otherwise

1 would have sworn that the artists and the disc-were all born and

bred in the USA.,

“New Love Tomight” is medium fast, loaded -with echo, and

thoroughly catchy. While the harmonising is not
done, and is at least unusual on a home-made disc.

original, It is neatly

“ Young Magic ” has a more insistent beat, a more repetitious tune.

Both sides have a Top Twenty chance.

ment is directed by Brian Fahey.

The first-class accompani-

Watch ont for Do and Dena!

Disc-jockey

EDNA SAVAGE
as she appears
in pantomime at
Stockton. Her
latest disc is
discussed below.

away in the background, but other-
wise, is “ square.” Nothing new in
the words, but they will carry plenty
of meaning for teenage buyers.

EDNA SAVAGE

Only female version of * Let Me
Be Loved " to come my way so far,
is by Edna Savage on Parlophone.
Vocally, it's good, but I find the
arrangement too melancholy and
depressing. . )

Still, you're given the opportunity
to cheer up again with * Diano
Marino,” an Italy-inspired composi-
tion, romantic and liable to cause

.emotional upsets to anyone bitten

by the
listening.

McGUIRE SISTERS

I got a great surprise from the
words of “ Kiss Them For Me’ —
here is.a girl 1%iving her boy friend
permission to kiss as many girls as
he likes while he is away! But, as
the title suggests, it is a sort of Kiss-

ing by proxy.

%Nhitpa cl’1’ange from the majority
of lyrics like *‘ Remember “You're
Mine,” and all the rest! .

The McGuire Sisters sing this
refreshingly (and, as a man, dare I
say, encouragingly 7) different song
on Vogue Coral, to a  swinging
march tempo provided by the Dick
Jacobs Orchestra, .

Should be bought by, or given to,
all girls who suffer from jealousy!

The generous mood of the
McGuires must have had an angle
to it, because on the flipside the
are having to beg “ Forgive Me."’
The girls sing vp to their usual high
standard.

wanderlust. Makes™ good

JOE LOSS

A word of praise for Joe Loss,

‘whose strict-tempo discs don't usually

find themselves on a reviewer’s turn-
table. His foxtrot version of
*“Mandolin  Serenade”  faithfully
retais the atmosphere of the music
in. such a way that I recommend
HMV POP 388 as a dual purpose
platter. . .
Not only is it perfect for dancing,
but if you haven't already collected
a copy of * Mandolin Serenade,”
then you'll find this as satisfactory
as most. Coupling is an extremely

i

pleasani_ toxtrot version of * Star-
ust.”

NORRIE PARAMOR

An entertaining novelty is Norrie
Paramor’s own composition recorded
by Norrie and his Orchestra on

Columbia DB 4004, *“Silly Billy.”
Piano to the fore, but with plenty
of strings to fill in the gaps.

I don’t quite associate the title
with the music, which reminds me
of one of those terribly jumbled
dreams where you seem to meet
scores of people n scores of different
places all in the space of a few
seconds.

. More serious is *“ Tell My Love,”
liting and slightly ethereal theme
music from the film *Omar
Khayyam.”

RONNIE CARROLL

Ronmie Carroll is a great recording
artist. What’s more he's either a
great optimist or is disinterested in
the sales of his records.

How else could he choose to record
* April Love” (already recorded by
Pat Boone), coupled with “ Never Be
Afraid " (waxed by Crosby)?

It must be said, however, that
Ronnie has made an excejlent job of
both songs, especially “ April Love.”

As a song, “Never Be Afraid”
suffers from preaching too much.
On both Sides of this Philips release,
the arrangements sound a little *“thin”
compared with the American counter-
parts.

JOHNSTON BROS.

The Johnston Brothers should
attract buyers "of all ages with “1
Like Music, You Like Music.” A
honky-tonk job, bright and breczy,
with words which-— tho® nothing
new—express a sentiment that few
would disagree with.

“Seven Bar Blues” has words
which will have too little meaning
for many folk, and the recording
doesn’t help—it is quite a struggle
to hear what most of the words are
Number is Decca F. 10939.

JIMMY BOWEN

A new 'un with half the sound of
a hit is “ Cross Over” from Jimmy
Bowen on Columbia. A steady beat,
simple tune, plenty of teenage appeal.

F.F.R.P.
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The doubt about the fyture $i¢gess
of this disc lies in the performance.

The song is okay, but the vocal
treatment.'is on the feebke side. If
another artist comes along with a
more zippy version I fancy he will
scoop the market.

On the other hand beat singers of
the less frantic, more relaxed school,
such as Sal Mineo and Charlie
Gracie have scored big hits, so Jimmy
Bowen may yet make me eat m
words. The flipside, * It’s Shameful ”
has about equal merit with its
partner.

FERLIN HUSKY

On Capitol label, Ferlin Husky
tackles a medium-paced beat number,
bright and breezy, called * This
Moment Of Love.” A commercia}
iob, but not a hit parade potential.

Husky has a light and easy style,
fair enough, but not especially in-
dividual on this record.

LITTLE JOE

Can you imagine what it would
sound like if somebody tried to do
an impression of Frankie Lymon and
Rose Murphy at one and the same
time ? If your imagination wilts at
the prospect, don’t strain yourself
because you can hear this remarkable
gcgtgmd just by listening to Philips PB

Song is called ‘ Peanuts,” The.
vocal stars are Little Joe and The
Thrillers. Grotesque as the vocalising
may be, this record could be a hit.
The beat is good, and you certainly
can’'t forget the record once you've
heard it.

The fact is that 1 enjoyed it, and

1 have an inkling that so many

other folk will, too, that this will

enjoy a major success,

“Lilly Lou” gets a slower, more
driving beat, but otherwise is as
weird, fascinating and enjoyable as
the top side.

As for the sex, age and other
details about Little Joe, 1 guess only
The Thrillers know the answer |

JOHN AND.SAMMY

On the HMV label is the debut
by a duo. Males this time, names
of Johm Cairney and Sammy Ssan.'
(They get composers’ credits, too,
for both songs.) No hit potentia
about this platter, but from me to
-John, Sammy and Geoff Love—who
directs the accompaniment — &'
bouquet for some delightful hstcn-‘
ing.

“Two Strangers” is an unusual;‘
and appealing love song, and the.
keynote of the performance is quiet,
-gentle restraint. Although you can
listen in contented relaxation, this s
not mere backgfound music — it
commands your attention.

Lazy, strumming guitars com-
plete the enjoyable impression. The
song, the singers, and the presenta--
tion are all very good.

Certainly one for my collection,.
and 1 hope -you'll spare the lads a
listen, too. *“ A Certain Girl I
Know ™ is a similar presentation, and
though not gquite- so good as the
topside, still merits high marks.

We want to be with you for the New Year!

Petula Clark

Alone
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Have a happy Hogmanay with

Scots Pops

Roamin’ in the Gloamin’;
I love a lassie;

Just a wee deoch-an-Doris;
1 belong to Glasgow;

The bluebells of Scotland;
Coming thru the Rye;
Annie Laurie;

Auld Lang Syne

DB4050 (45 & 78 r.p.m.)

COLUMBIA
RECORDS ©)

(REGD. TRADE MARK OF COLTMBIA
GRAPHOPHONE CO. LTD.)

BEST SELLING POP
RECORDS IN THE U.S.

BEST SELLING POP

RECORDS IN. BRITAIN

Last This
Last This {(Week ending Tuesday, Weelk T
Weel 24th December, 1957) 2 | Jaithouse Roek/Treat Me Nice

1 1 MARY’S BOY CHILD Elvis Presley

TERRY
ENE

Lucky, lucky
Bobby

Baby she's gone

F 10964

Teenage dream

F 10938 s

an)‘ ]

78 or 45 r.p.m.
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11 Sithoueites The Rays
Paul Anka (Columbia) 13 12 Kisses Sweeter Than Wine
10 9 ALONE Petula Clark (Pye-Nixa) Jimmie Rodgers
8 10 REET PETITE 10 13 Be-Bop Baby/Have 1 Toid Yeu
Jackie Wilson (Coral) Lately That I Love You ?
6 11 BE MY GIRI IHckygNelson
i Ty l;‘xl Parloph y 15 14 My Special Angel Bobby Helms
) ale (Parlophone) 1y, 33 gjitie Bitty Pretty One
I3 12 DIANA Paa! Anka (Columbia) Thurston Harrls
16 13 APRIL LOVE 16 16 Llechtensteiner Polka Will Glahe
Pat Boone (Londom) o {; ‘llml;";hy Iy Ernle Freeman
. us orn/Ivy Rose Perry Como
i3 14 JACK O0' DIAMONDS 18 19 All The Way/Chicago

Leonnle Donegan (Pye-Nixa)
. o Frank Sinatra
24 13 KISSES SWEETER THAN WINE 3¢ 20 Melodie D’Amour Ames Brothers

‘Frankie Vaughan (Philips) i
BEST SELLING SHEETY

14 16 LET'S HAVE A PARTY
mMusic @.S.)

3. 2 Raunchy Bill Justis
Harry Belafonte (RCA)
Y 1 M ammerti
2 2 MA, HE'S MAKING EYES AT | 3 You Send Me/Summettime @ e
ME Jobnny Otis Show/ 4 4 April Love/When The Swailows
Marle Adams (Capitol) Come Back To Capistrano
5 3 MY SPECIAL ANGEL Pat Boone
Maleolm Vaughan (HMV) 14 5 At The Hop .
8 4 LET'S HAVE A BALL Dannv and e Junlors
Winlfred Atweil (Decca) 2 6 Great Balls of Wire =
7 5 ALL THE WAY 8 7 Pegry Sue Buddy Holly
Frank Sinatra (Capitol) 5 g Chances Are/The Twelfth Of
12 6 GREAT BALLS OF FIRE Never ohnny Mathis
Jerry Lee Lewis (London) 9 9 Roeck And Roll Mausie
3 7 WAKE UP LITTLE SUSIE Chuck Berry
Everly Brothers (London) & 10 Wake Up Littlo Suste =~
4 81 LOVE YOU, BABY 7 y L
3

Eivis Presley (RCA)
20 17 KISSES SWEETER THAN WINE
Jimmie Rodgers (Columbia)

11 18 REMEMBER YOU'RE MINE 3 1 Aprll Love
Pat Boone (London) % % Fascination -
1419 HE'S GOT THK WHOLE }; 3 4reund The World
WORLD IN HIS HANDS e Ry e
Laurie London (Pariophone) 6 6 Silhonettes
17 20 SANTA BRING MY BABY BACK 13 7 Kisses Sweeter Than Wine
TO ME Elvis Presley (RCA) 9 8 Chances Are Bl
23 21 PEGGY SUE Buddy Holly (Coral) 7 13 ﬁmleml‘);;mol;; e
- _ ens er Polka
e T e B lcuﬂEck[:;:‘(COral) 14 11 Il Remember Today
- 12 12 Rudolph, The Red-Nosed
23 OH BOY Crickets (Coral) Reindeer
5
24'24 PARTY POPS — 13 My Speciat Angel
Russ Conway (Columbla) 43 14 White Christmas

29 25 MY DIXIE DARLING
Lonnie Donegaan (Pye-Nixa)
— 26 WHOLE LOTTA SHAKIN’ GOIN’
ON Jerry Lee Lewls (London)
18 27 GOTTA HAVE SOMETHING IN

THE BANK, FRANK
Franklie Vaughan and
Kaye Sisters (Phillps)
— 28 SNOWBOUND FOR CHRISTMAS
Pickle Valentine (Decca)

21 29 KEEP A KNOCKIN’

Llttle Richard (London)
Southlanders (Decca)

-~ 15 Wake Up Little Susle

The American charts dre published
by courtesy of ** Billboard "’

Owing to the. Christmas boli-
' days, we have not received the list
of Best Selling Sheet Music in
Britain from the Music Publishers’
Association. The list will appear
again as usual next week.

2% 30 ALONE

(Week 1 D L 28)

BASIL KIRCHIN BAND
Saturday: Town Hall, Torquay; Tues-
day: Coronation Bailroom, Ramsgate;

ERIC DELANEY ORCHESTRA
Saturday: Windmill Ciuh, Rushden;
Monday: Palais, Hammersmith; Tues-

day: Chelsea Arts Ball, Royal Albert Wednesday: Byron Hotel, Southall.
Hall. CHRIS BARBER BAND

RONNIE ALDRICH AND TIIE Saturday: City Hall, Newecastle;
SQUADRONAIRES Sunday: Coventry Theatre; Monday:
Tuesday: Trentham Gardens, Stoke- Town Hall, Wembley; Tuesday:
on-Trent. Chelsea Arts Ball.

JOHNNY DANKWORTH ORCHESTRA
Saturday: Festival Hall, Kirkby-in-
Ashfield; Tuesday: U.S.A.F., Scul-

thorpe.
VIC LEWIS ORCHESTRA
Tuesday: Leeds University.

FREDDIE RANDALL BAND
Saturday: Royal Ballroom, Boscombe.
HUMPHREY LYTTELTUN BAND
Saturday: Dorking Halls, Dorking;
Wednesday: Humphrey Lyttelton Club,
CHAS MCDEVITT GROUP

LENA KiDD BAND Sunday: Granada, Woolwich; ‘Mon-
Saturday: Pavillon, Buxton; Tuesday: day: City - Hall, Perth; Tuesday:
U.S.A.F., Ruislip. Northern Meeting Rooms, Inverness;

TERRY LIGHTFOOT'S JAZZMEN
Saturday: The Cavern Jazz Club,
Liverpool

Wednesday: Beach Ballroom, Aber-
deen; Thursday: Empress Ballroom,
Dundee.

The one and only ORIGINAL VERSION!

| 4 (Registered Trade Mark of Columbia Graphophone Co. Ltd.)

YOU'VE BEEN WAITING FOR THiS!

° - ® °
Six-Five Special
An LP based on the popular TV series,
recorded by many of the original artists

Don Lang s s “sravmic rve "+

Six-five special: Ramshackle Daddy ;.
You started something

John Barry xo e seves

Let’s have a wonderful time;
Rock-a-billy boogie: Every which way

»

Terry Wayne**

Boppin' the Blues; Teenage boogle

Jim Dale
Crazy dream;
Just born (to be your baby)

The King
Brothers

Cold, cold shower;
Party time

Laurie London

Pick a bale of cotton;

Up above my head I hear
musicin the air

Jimmy Jackson**
Six-five jive

PMC 1047 (Long Playing Record)

*by courtesy of H.M.V. **by courtesy of Calumbia

PARLOPHON E 33! r.p.m. Long Playing Record

('PARLOPHONE' IS THE REGD. TRADE MARE OF THE PARLOFHOSE CO. LTD.)
E.MJ. RECORDS LIMITED, 8-11 Great Castls Sireel, London, W.1

E.M.l, RECORDS LIMITED, 8-11 Great Castle Street, London, W,1
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PERCY C. DICKINS

SONG STARS SHINE
IN PANTOMIME

Tommy Steele’s debut success

OCAL stars who ventured into pantomime productions this year have
Making their debut, Tommy Steele, David ¢
Whitfield, Lonnie Donegan and ‘Ronnie Hilton have been acclaimed in this
NME round-up from London, Sheffield and Liverpool. Besides Dickie Valen- ¢
tine’s third success, Ruby Murray triumphed in another Liverpool pantomime.

emerged with flying colours !

FIVE minutes after he had landed on the stage—

from mid-air in a flurry of balloons—to make [y

his pantomime debut in * Goldilocks and the Three
Bears” at the Royal Court Theatre, "lecrpool,
Tommy Steele ignored the script by walking to the
front-stage microphone. Addressing a section of
teenagers (who had been screaming at every move
he made) Tommy said quietly: * We have been
working hard on this show for nearly two months.
Would you do me a favour—stop yelling and stop
shouting remarks. All you are doing is upsetting
everybody here on stage, including me. At the .end
of the show, make all the noise you want.”

1 From that moment on (writes George Harrison), inter-
ruptions stopped completely, giving way to genuine and
enthusiastic applause for a great pantomime. Tommy
Steele is a sensational discovery in this medium, or for
that matter, any musical production that may develop
later. His confident, easy-going style, plus a terrific
personality, enabled him to move into the - traditional
circle of pantomime with the ease of a veteran.

He works tremendously hard. In addition to his songs
which are sprinkled in the story, he does a soft shoe
dance, takes part in a crazy acrobatic act, * The Tumbling
Tumbleweeds ”—and is superbly funny with Rikki Fulton
(former Show Band compere) in a custard pie sketch.

Tommy doesn’t touch a guitar until 15 minutes from the
end, when he joines forces with his Steelemen. This is a
pantomime designed for youth, which establishes young
Steele as an all-round entertainer of tremendous ability.

Lonnie Donegan

GETTING his face sloshed with jam by comedienne

Sally Barnes, being beaten up by members of his
skiffle group—these are some of the penalties Lonnie
Donegan pays for his first pantomime appearance at
Chiswick Emplre this year.

Yet he appears in these unfamiliar scenes with the con-
fidence of a born slapstick comedian, and the result will
have a strong novelty appeal to all except those who take
their skiffle music just a bit too seriously.

His first appearance in *“Aladdin ” is in a bright yellow
vintage motor car, coming downstage to lead the cast in
a zippy performance of “ Puttin’ On The Style.”

But that’s about all we sce of the familiar Lonnie
Donegan. For the next two hours he is just plain
Wishee-Washee, the stooge of Widow Twankey, the
comedy policemen and the wicked Abanazar,

Lonnie returns to familiar ground when he and the
boys do a short skiffie spot at the end of the, show, in-
cluding “ Cumberland Gap ™ and of course their new
recording hit, “ Jack O’ Diamonds.”

CHARLES GOVEY.

David Whitfield
1\/ AIN interest in the new production of ‘ Robin-

son Crusoe” at the London Palladium this year
is, of course, David Whitfield, who plays the title
role.

David’s part calls for a considerable degree of acting
ability, and he enters into it with confidence.

But his personality comes through extremely. well,
and in all honesty, this writer was as pleasantly sur-
p{ised as when I saw Frapkie Vaughan im bis first

m.

1 thought David’s pronounced Hull accent might have
sounded a little incongruous. But I had overlooked the
fact that Crusoe himsclf hailed from Hull—a fact which
is greatly emphasised in the show.

Most of the music has been specially written for the
show by Phil Park, David Croft and Cyril Ornade!, with
an incidental score by Ronnie ‘Hanmer.-However an excuse
has been found to work three or four of David’s
recording titles into the plot. )

At any rate, I'm sure that the Whitfield fan club
members had never had such a night before. For there
was David singing ** The Rudder And The Rock,”
stripped to the waist ! DEREK JOHNSON.

Dickie Valentine

VALENTINE the funny . . . Valentine the serious
. . » Valentine the great !—that’s the verdict on
Dickie Valentine’s pantomime starring rdle ‘in
“.Cinderella ” at Newcastle’s Theatre Royal, which
opened last Friday.
Touching sputnik heights wtih his impersonations,
Dickie has the *“rock ” fans rolling (with laughter)

at his mimickry of hip-wiggling Mr. Presley$ but |

even the staunchest supporters of Elvis would not
begrudge Dickie’s take-off. He’s terrific.
All through the lavish, spectacular show—with

THE NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS

lightning flight to America

a ten days’ visit,
He' will be joined there by film
producers Herbert Wilcox and

Anna Ncagle on January 6, for
meetings with notable Hollywood |
directors. But despite Frankie’s
restricted time schedule, a hectic
| bout of dates has been arranged.

¢
[
Dickie playing the part of Buttons— $
is singing voice draws applause,
while serious numbers go down with ¢
velvet-like smoothness.
But there’s another aspect to the$
talented Mr. Valentine in this show—
his highly - sensitive approach ' to
comedy. His part demands — an. b
commands-—many funny lines; Dickie
puts them over with the case of a$

professional comedian.
MICHAEL COOK. §

Ronnie Hilton |

INGING star Ronnie Hilton ¢
was a bundle .of nerves before ¢
curtain-up
Theatre on Monday—reports the
South Yorkshire News Service.$
Ronnie’s debut in pantomime g
was also a controversial break with ¢
custom—he was cast as principal ¢
boy—the rodle traditionally taken ¢
by a girl in Gwladys Stanjey§
Laidler’s * Sleeping Beauty.” L
In ak form, Ronnie offered ¢
““Mary’s Boy Child,” ‘“‘Moonraker;” ¢
and a gay *“Banana Boat Song,” ¢
joined by pianist Will Fyfle for the ¢
latter in comedy vein.
The missing teenagers were not
Ronnie’s only worry

POy

like in tights ! He said with a smile: ¢
“Not since I wore a kilt in the Gor-
don Highlanders during the war has ¢
anybody seen my legs.”

Again_he needn't have worried.
Handsome Hilton cut a real dash in
smart doublet and hose with high‘
suede boots.
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at Sheffield Lyceum §

<>'1{V programmes, on January
i There was the ¢Singers Pauline
question of what his legs would look @

BRITAIN’S personality vocal star Frankie Vaughan makes a

on Wednesday—his first State-

side visit—for important TV, radio and recording dates, be-
sides business conferences regarding his films in the U.S., during

He will definitely cut a double-
sided disc for the American

Columbia label.

This takes place under the auspices
of Mitch Miller. with Percy Faith
most probably directing the accom-
panying orchestra. Frankie's British
recording manager, Johnny Franz of
Philips, is making the trip to the
 States with him.

? On Sunday, January 12, Frankie
dbroadcasts in  Mitch ~ Miller’s own
dNational Radio Show from New
dYork’s Park Sheraton Hotel. Con-
’ﬁrmation is awaited of an appearance
in_a coast-to-coast TV programme
dprior to his return here.

Commitments in Britain make it
dessential tor Frankie to be back in
)london by January 12. He must
pthen commence immediate rehearsals
dfor his Saturday night sixty-minutes’
)IBBC-TV show on January 18. Two

dring Frankie Vaughan opens at the
)Palace Theatre.

» On Thursday of this week (Boxing
YDay), Frankie stepped into the breach
yat short notice (owing to George
dFormby’s illness) by televising in the
3Billy Cotton-Vera Lynn BHC show.

$Johnny and Cleo
iton rival channels

,THE Johnny Dankworth Orches-
9 tra and their featured singer,
)Cleo Laine, are to appear on rival
)TV programmes simultaneously on
:Saturday, January 4.
’ Cleo " guests for the first time in
ABC “Top Numbers” show from
6.30 to 7 p.m. Johnny and his band
are playing in BBC’s “6.5 Special.”
After.televising, both the band and
)Cleo will dash from their respective
fLondon and Birmingham swdios to
:Wellmgborough for a dance date.

'More hookings on
 Stapleton TV show

:VOCAL team Group One will
) * be featured in the first of
)Cyril Stapleton’s fortnightly BBC-
9.
Shepherd and
Teddy Johnson also appear, in
yaddition to names already an-

§nounced—Anne Shelton and Sem-
)

Pprini.

» Stapleton’s “Saturday Show * radio
)series (now extended to March) will
yretain Joan Small and Michael Des-
ymond as resident singers.

Frankie Vaughan's lightning
for disc date, TV and radio

ddays later, the West End season star-.

JACK PAYNE SAYS
IT WiTH MUSIC

AF]‘ER a lapse of eleven years,
Jack Payne returned to the

recording scene last week-end—to |

conduct an orchestra for an LP
album.

This will be released in Britain
and America — here on the HMV
label. . EMI recording manager Nor-
man Newell supervised the sessions.

_Titles included tunes that became
hits after Payne introduced them in
the late "twenties and ’thirties, among
them, * I'm In The Mood For Love ”
and ‘““ Love Is The Sweetest Thing.”

The LP is titled *Jack Payne
Presents ‘Say It With - Music’.”

A CARROLL AFTER

In recent years; Eric|
CHRISTMAS Coates’ most famous
composition was * The
[)!AHANN  CARROLL, the i ke, ‘Masch,!
American singer featured in| gn}?}f ﬁ{:: 2y famaks
“Chelsea at Nine” recently, e ;
returns to London this weck-end usgz‘lls d?srt‘i’:ﬁ'i‘;ntﬁfmun;
to appear in ATV's * Sqnda): light music composer of
Night at the London Palladium.’ an unprecedented run in
Currently appearing in  Paris, the  best-selling  sheet
Diahann joins Dave King and Ameri- music charts. It remained
can instrumentalist-composer Florian for a year from Octo-
Zabach in Sunday’s programme. ber, 1955.

Friday, December 27, 1957

U.S. visit
EVERLY BROTHERS
MARCH PLANS

AS the NME went to press
this week on Boxing Night,
confirmation was awaited by
the Lew and Leslie Grade
agency in London of the
eagerly awaited visit here by
the Everly Brothers on Mar, 12.
This new-style hit-disc team are
scheduled to undertake three
weeks in Britain until April 2—

|

l

making public appearances 3/
only on one-night stand con-
cert dates in addition to major
television  programmes for
ATV. .

|
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‘Wriday, December 27, 1957

His fans will be "Al

ELVIS

Eric Coates is dead
but his music lives on

RIC COATES, one of Britain's
greatest light music composers
of the last generation, died at
Chichester, Sussex, last Saturday.
He was 71.
- His music is among the most fre-
quently played on radio, including
the signature tunes of * Music While
L—————— You Work,” * Desert
Island Discs,” and *1In
Town Tonight.”

“Knightsbridge March,”
which introduces “In
Town Tonight,” comes
from his “London Suite”
-—Coates’ own favourite
among hundreds of suc-
cessful compositions.
Many will be played for
years ahead, particularly
* Steepy Lagoon.” |

. e B TR

‘6.5 SPECIAL’ v. JACK JACKSON :
BATTLE FOR TEEN AGE VIEWERS

Nat Cole’s
next visit

AT “ KING” COLE has been

offered a fortnight at London
Palladium—commencing April 14
~—during forthcoming variety sea-
son at this venue, followed by
peak ATV dates and provincial
engagements if he is available.

It is confidently expected that Nal
Cole’s Palladiuom two weeks will
materialise — after an absence from
this venue of four years since his last
visit early in 1954.

HMY HAVE FAITH

DAM FAITH, a former leader of
the Worried Men skifille group,
has signed a solo recording contract
with HMV. ‘He cut his first sides
last-week, for release on January 17.

Ruby Murray

RUBY MURRAY was a very$
anxious little colleen when the

first curtain went up at Liverpool J
Empire on the Tom Arnold pre-
sentation of “‘Babes In The Wood.”

But as this gay comedy pantomime,
with Jimmy Jewel and Ben Warriss in
superb form, got into full stride,
Ruby shedded her anxiety and
warmed up to the part.

In a short time it is certain Ruby
will be one of the happiest, most
charming of *“ Maid Marions.” She
has only two songs in the first half.

In her second half solo sfaot Ruby
earned am ovation, as well as lots
of bouquets at the curtain.

GEORGE HARRISON

Winifred Atwell
David Hughes
IF you are a panto-addict—and

I admit to this festive “vice”
—you will enjoy Granada’s Holi-
day Fare * Robin Hood”, which
opened last Monday (23rd) at
Tooting with weeks at Sutton,
Slough and Woolwich, to follow.

Big surprise was the late addition
to the presentation of '* Queen of the
Keyboard ” Winifred Atwell as guest
star. Her contribution to the show
was in the usual Atwell ebullient
style. In a lovely gown, Winnie had
the audience handclapping, singing
and cheering, with the type of act
Ilhat keeps feet tapping.

Robin Hood —a la this Lew and
Leslie Grade offering—follows the

contemporary style of having a male ¢

star in the lead. Lusty-lunged David
Hughes carves himself a personal
niche in the role. His big-voiced
rendering of pops and standards
[ (with an amusing parody of “Banana
lBoat Song ') registers well.
PETER WAY.

‘MELACHRINO'S FIRST
 U.S. CONCERT TOUR

THE success of British light orchestra leaders in America
has brought Mantovani an offer for a second U.S. tour

next year—also news of a concert series for George Melachrino. |

Melachrino is booked to start
on October 17 in the US.—for a
duration of two or: three months.
He will take key musicians with
him to augment the 45-piece or-
chestra he will be conducting.

Mantovani_ is already set to tour
the United States for three months,
starting January' 28 at Brooklyn
Academy. Two British musicians—
lead trumpeter Stan Newcome and
percussionist Charlie Botterill—will

lay in the orchestras he will direct
rom coast-to-coast. )

Even prior to this venture com-
mencing, the promoters, Columbia
Artists Corporation, have asked
Mantovani to return in October, for
another three month tour of the U.S.

But he is unlikely to accept. Man-
tovani told the NME: * Six months
2 year in America is too long. I
would not be_able to maintain my
recording output.”

The Vic Ash Quartet returned to
London last Friday (Dec. 20) from a
sixteen days concert tour of America.
They were the British exchange for
the Modern Jazz Quartet;

RONNIE
CARROLL

t"ersonal Manager,

= Kddie Lee,

: Wi Collins Agency,

¥an Club Sec.,

1‘ 34, Woodhall Gate,
» Pinner, Middx.

mid-January.

It will commence at 6 pmr—
five minutes prior to the BBC's
well-established  musical  pro-
gramme.

“Top Numbers,” the ABC-TV
Saturday show in the Midlands and
North, switches to Sunday evenings.
It is extended to forty minutes, start-

ATV‘s “Jack Jackson Show ” will move to Sarurday cvenings as
commercial television’s rival to BBC-TV’s “6.5 Special” from

o= T
ing atJ40.50 p.m., from January 12.

HAMPTON HOPES

PLANS for the Lionel Hampton

Band to tour Britain for three
weeks next March are unlikely to
materialise.

Mrs. Gladys Hampton, wife and
manager of the famous vibraphone
star, discussed the project last week
with London agent Harold Davison.
He later told the NME: “ The date
is improbable in March, owing to
other commitments with American
bands already made for the early
part of néxt year.”

Mrs. Hampton left London lasf
Friday to join the band for an exten-

| Hamburg on Christmas Day.

ASIL KIRCHIN was injured
last Saturday—following an
| incident at a restaurant in Welling-
‘borough (Northants)—after his
band had played a one-night stand
at the Drill Hall there.
Taken to a Northampton hospital,
Basil was detained. On Monday
morning he was able to return home.

sive European tour, which opened in-}

Two London concerts
by Ella Fitzgerald

LLA FITZGERALD niay
appear at two Royal -Festival
Hall concerts in London on April
6 and 7 (reports American cor-
respondent Lance Fielding). This
would be in addition to her ATV

ATV are preparing another musical debut in *Sunday Night at the

show—"*Top Tune Time "—to alter-
nate with “Top Numbers’’ on Sunday
evenings from January 19. Further
details are awaited.

Anne Shelton takes part in ATV’s
“Jack Jackson Show ” this Sunday,
December 29. i

The bill has also been completed
for the following Sunday, January 5.
New bookings are Marion Ryan, Lita
Roza and Terry Dene, besides names
already announced, The Stargazers
and Ronnie Harris.

New Tommy Steele Film
Released at Easter

TOMMY STEELE'S film “ The Duke Wore Jeans ” will be released
‘throughout Britain and in some Continental countries at Easter.
It will be shown simultaneously in more than a hundred cinemas here.

Although no final decision has——————— i
yet been made, “ The Duke Wore l_Southammon“ for Seuth Africa
Jeans” is unlikely to have a gala aboard the “Winchester Castle” on
West End i February 27. They are due to arrive

est ‘End premiere. in Cape Town on March 13.
_First-showings will_be at ABC! The fifteen - day tour ends at
cinemas in the London area and key | Johannesburg on March 27. Steele’s
provincial towns. Some big indepen- party then “planes to London im-
dent theatres will also present the | mediately, and the group will play
film. Opening date .will be either | their first British variety date since
Sunday or Monday, April 6 or 7. last September—week commencing
depending on the location. March 31.

At the same time, the film will be  In Liverpoo! last week, all four of
premiered in Belgium, Holland and the present Steelemen signed contracts
Denmark. to continue with Tommy throughout

Tommy and the Steelemen sail from 1958.

London Palladium ” on April 6,
already announced in the NME.

Fielding further reports that
Ella will bring her own accom-
panist, Lon Levy, and that the
Johnny Dankworth band may
appear on the Festival Hall con-
werts.

Following her. British dates,
Ella will tour the Continent with
panist Oscar Peterson’s Trio.
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| Shook Up’ when they read this news—

CALLED-UP

I‘HOUGH Elvis Presley has been called-up into the United
States Army, strong efforts are being made to delay his

)
)
)
)

PET AT THE
PALAGE ?

ETULA CLARK may - be

Frankie Vaughan’s co-star in

his variety season at London

Palace "Theatre, which starts on
January 20.

The Delfont office, who are
presenting the season, confirmed
that discussions are -taking place.
Pet appeared in the West End
last year, when she was featured
in a bill of record stars at the
Palladium.

COMO’S GUESTS

FAMQUS entertainer Pear |l
Bailey and Canadian vocal
group The Four Lads are the chief

guest stars featured in the first
“Perry Como Show "—televised
by the BBC next Wednesday
(January 1).

Because of difficulties in eliminat-
ing .commercials, the BBC decided
this week to cut thc programmes to
thirty minutes each week.

Skiffle contest

London finals
PARLOPHONE are to record an
LP album of the best groups
discovered in Stanley Dale’s
National . Skiffle Contest.

The contest finals will be staged at
the Trocadero, Elephant and Castle,
from February 10, with once nightly
terformances’ throughout the weck,
ard two on the Saturday.

Stanley Da.c- is currently negotiat-
ing with a filni company regarding a
motion picture based on the contest.

SOVERALL'S
FILM DEBUT

ICTOR SOVERALL, young

West Indian singer who was
virtually unknown only a few
weeks ago, has been signed to make
his screen debut in the forthcom-
ing *“ 6.5 Special ” production.

On learning this exciting news,
Victor immediately laid plans for_his
wife and children in Jamaica to join
him here. He will appear in the film
alongside such established names as
Lonnie Donegan, Dickie Valentine,
Russ Hamilton and Joan Regan.

Last Friday, Victor cut his first
titles for the HMV label, and he has
also been signed to appear in an im-
portant resident show at Blackpool
next summer, His fame arose after
winning the finals of a Carroll Levis
** Discovery Contest ” on ATV from

L
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entry by two months.

Presley has been told to report
for duty on January 20.

A week earlier he was scheduled
to start work at Paramount studios
on “King Creole”—the new title
given to “Sing, You S.nners.”

It would cost Paramount be-
tween $300,000 and $350,000
if Elvis is drafted on January 20,
reports Nat Hentoff by cable.
The studio have asked that his
call up be put back for eight
weeks, until the film was com-
pleted.

When the conscription. papers were
received by Elvis at his Memphis
home, he 1s reported to have said:
“I’'m kinda proud. It’s a duty and
I'm going to do it.”

His pay as a soldier will be £28 |
monthly. His earnings in 1957 arel

)

right): EMI general manager, L.

estimated at more than half a million
pounds !

packstage at the Regal Cinema, Edmonton, last Sunday, Paul Anka
proudly displays his * gold disc.” A few hours later, he was crossing
the Atlantic by air to New York.

With Paul in this picture (left-to
G. Wood ; pubiic relations officer,

Doug Geddes ; NME Managing Director, Maurice Kinn ; EMI sales
executives Harry Walters and Leslie Reynolds; finally, C. H. Thomas
(Managing Director EMI International Ltd.).

Dankworth American tour off:
Vic Lewis band now prohable

ANOTHER attempt to finalise an American concert tour for the

Johnny Dankworth Orchestra has appeared to misfire. Since the
announcement that this band would reciprocate with the Glenn Miller
Orchestra (directed by Ray McKinley) the original plan for Johnny to
be featured with his band in the * Birdland Stars of 1958 package
has now been abandoned—in view of the postponement of the
“ Birdland ** show until next September.

From the outset, the Vic Lewis
Orchestra were provisionally asked
to represent Britain in this swap—
in the event of Johnny Dankworth
not  making the trip, which was
dependent on his band appearing
in the * Birdland ” presentation.

Johnny Dankworth told the NME:
“ It was made clear that the orchestra
and myself would only tour the States
if we were part of a show playing to
audiences who appreciated our type
of music. I would readily postpone

oing to America rather than be
eatured in a type of package which
was either unsuitable or not of the
highest calibre.”

A cable from Nat Hcentoff revealed
that the Dankworth orchestra had

been made the alternative offer of
appearing in a show starring Sarah
Vaughan in February.. In London,
however, Johnny'’s agent, Harold
Davison, confirmed that this sugges-
tion had been put forward, but he did
not expect it would be acceptable to
Dankworth.

Davison concluded: ** The Willard
Alexander Agency of New York
(McKinley’s representatives) said
from the beginning of the exchange
discussions that the Vic Lewis
Orchestra would be most acceptable
if Johnny Dankworth failed to
materialise. In view of the ° Bird-
land® postponement, it now seems
that Vic and his band will make a re-
turn trip to the States.”

Presiey tops U.S. poil:
‘Tammy’ hest 1957 disc

DEBBIE REYNOLDS’ disc ** Tammy” was voted * Best Record
of the Year,” in this year’s annual poll, conducted by U.S.
magazine, “ Cashbox.” Debbie herself, however, was placed second
to Patti Page in the Best Feminine Vocalist section.

An interesting feature of the ————

Male Vocalist division was that
newcomer Johmny Mathis beat
Perry Como for third place; Elvis
Presley and Pat Boone were first
and second respectively.

A boost for Britain was provided
in the * Best Studio Orchestra ™ sec-
tion, where Mantovani came third.

Among the *“Most Promising
Artists,”” The Crickets topped the
vocal group placings, Della Reese was
No. 1 girl singer and Jobnny Mathis

Blackpool during the summer.

DISNEY LABEL

A NEW LABEL will shortly be
available on the British record
market. Disney Records will be
launched here within six weeks by
the Pye-Nixa group, who have
concluded a deal to handle all
Disney releases.

won the leading male position. In
this section, Paul Anka was placed
fourth and Russ Hamilton ninth.

Other - results were: Best Vocal
Group, Everly Brothers; Best Band,
Jimmy Dorsey; Best Small Group,
Three Suns; Best R-&-B record,
“ Searchin’” (The Coasters); Best
C-&-W record, * Fraulein” (Bobby
Helms); Best R-&-B vocalists, Fats
Domino and LaVern Baker; Best
C-&W vocalists, Elvis Presley and
Kitty Wells.
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WALTER PAGE DIES

WALTER Page,” a bandleader
'" who gave Count Basie one of
his early engagements, died on
December 20, aged 57, cables Nat
Hentoff. In Page's Blue Devils
group at one time were Basie and
blues singer Jimmy Rushing.

" GRACIE
CHANGE
OF PLAN

THE proposed return visit by
4 America’s Charlie Gracie
yhas been postponed. Gracie
) was due to start his second
) British tour at the end of
) February.

Agent Harold Davison (who
) booked the American star over
) here last automn) is hoping to
) rearrange Gracie’s next dates later

 in 1958,

RESERVATIONS ON
‘6.5 SPECGIAL’

HE “12.5 Special,” BBC-TV
New Year’s Eve presentation

by the “6.5 Special” team, is to
fly in an important guest star for
the occasion—literally! During
the course of the show (trans-
mitted from London Airport) an
aeroplane will arrive on the main
runway, when the special celebrity
artist will alight. -

Also booked for this show are
coloured. singer Bertice Reading,
13-year-old Laurie London, besides
Wée Willy Harris and The Jazz
Couriers, as previously announced.

Plans to télevise the “ 6.5 Special
from Hamburg on January- 11 have
failed to materialisc, Artists booked
from the London Studio on that date *
include - Marty © Wilde, Rosematy
.Squires, The. ¥l"ony Kinsey Quintet
and The John Barry 7. 1

Johnny Dankworth .and his - Or-
chestra replace Ted Heath and his
Music in *6.5 Special” on January 4,
caused by Ted’s forthcoming BBC-TV
series. 'Other new bookings for this
edition are Rosemary Squires, Johany
Worth and The Downbeaters.

Joyce Shock and The Confrey
Phillips- Trio make return appearances
in this series to-day (Saturday).

APPSR
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Later, Page was a member of
Count Basic’s rhythm section for
many years.
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NOW 6602
VIG
SUTTON 4002
DEC. 30 week
SLOUGH SLOUGH
(ADELPHI) -
JAN. 6 week
WOOLWICH  Weo
JAN. 13 week
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Spectacular stage Pantomime

ROBIN
HOOD

Guest Star WINIFRED ATWELL
DAVID HUGHES as ROBIN
TERRY SCOTT ¢ JOYCE GOLDING
BOB CORT SKIFFLE

THE WEST END SHOW AT FAMILY PRICES ¢ BOOK NOW

STAGE

FREDD

Produced by

LEICESTER

De Montfort - Hall, Tuesday,
jan. 7, at 6.30 & 8.50. Booking
opens Mon., Dec. 30, at Muni-
cipal Box Office; Charles St.
Leicester (Tel 60632). Post
applics. must be acc. by
S.AE. & remittance 3/, 3/6,

5/-» 6/-,.7/6, 8/6.

HAROLD FIELDING presents

FOR THE FIRST TIME ON ANY STAGE!
THE

“SIX -

with (in person)

PETE MURRAY
JO DOUGLAS

and

IE MILLS

plus

A GALAXY OF TALENT FROM
YOUR FAVOURITE TV PROGRAMME

« $IX - FIVE SPECIAL"”

How and Where to Book

FIVE”
SHOW

JACK GOOD

HULL

City Hall, Wednesday, Jan. 8

‘at 6.15 & 8.30. Booking opens

‘Wed., Jan. 1, at Gough &

Davy, ‘13, Saville St., Hull

(Tel. 35906) 3/6, 5/-, 6/-,
7/6, 8/6.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE

City Hall, Tuesday, jan. 14,

at 6.20 & 8.40. Booking opens

Fri., Jan. 3, at Waddingtons,

Northumberland Avenue

(Tel. 24279) 3/6, 5/-, 6/-,
7

s .

SHEFFIELD

«City Hall, Wednesday, jan.

15, at 6.30 & 8.50. Booking

opens Mon., Jan. 6, at Wilson

Peck Ltd., Fargate, Sheffield

(Tel. 27074) 3/6, 5/-, 6/-,
7/6, 8/6.

OTHER DATES TO BE

ANNOUNCED SHORTLY




|HOLIDAY STORY

The story so far

Vocal star RED CONNORS has
been slipping.’ Agent BEN
LEVANTE biames it on the fact
‘s that LARRY LENNOX has given
up writing songs for Red. Ben
gots Larry to write a song “‘‘for a
friend ’—keeping the fact (hat It
i3 for Red secret, as there Is a
feud belween Red nnd_ Larry.

This has been eaused by the fact
that Larry has been told that it Is
Red’s interpretations of his songs
that have brought him fame, but
Larry contends that his songs have
made Red famous.

Ben fixes a TV spot for Red
from the Blue Grotto—owned by
his friend, JOE DE CASEN. H»
plans for Red to sing Lifiry’s new
song on the show, Now readon,..

T was a light-hearted,
optimistic Ben  who

entered The Bilue Grotto the day
before its anniversary. It had been
a long, busy week, phoning invita-
tions to newspapers, disc jockeys,
critics and everyone who would be
of use to Red, to “take in" the
show. Now there was the rehearsal

to arrange and a few final points to-

discuss with Joe de Casen.

“ How’s my pal 2 cried Ben,
umping on to a stool and raising
is eyebrows at- Joe's somewhat
stormy expression.

“ Fine,” Joe began, * except that
I'm a couple of stone lighter and a
bit greyer. Where’ve you been?”

“Take it easy, friend,” grinned
Ben. * What’s your rush? [Pve
been an ungrateful devil not seeing
you. But I've worn my fect to the
ankles’arranging publicity for tomor-
row. Everything's set now-—The
Blue Grotto will be renowned. That
I Promse, personallv

Phew 1" ejaculated Joe, mopping
his brow. * Thank goodness for that.
After 1 cancelled the cabaret, I began
to think you were kidding . ..
He reached under the bar. * Here,
have a glass of milk . .. on the
house. How did you fix Red's
material ?

‘“Easy. lennox had a fight wnh
Hawkeye Grant, his music publisher,”
explained Ben. *“ So he’s wntmg an
original for the show. If it's a
success, Hawkeye will have to eat a
few of his words and poor old Larry
will be back on form for some of
those parties of yours{”

*“ He will?” beamed Joe. “Good!
I've often longed for the good old
days with Red here acting the fool
and Larry with that awful guntar 500
It’s been a long time . .

'* There’s one snag thgpgh. Ben
interrupted, quietly. ‘* Larry doesn’t

know Red's singing his new song.
couldn’t risk telling h:,? that. He
thinks he’s 'writin ast number

for a new client of

o

OE scratched his
confused.
" But"how can Red sing the song

* Don't worry,” smiled Ben. *I've
got this far. The rest can be
straightened out at rehearsal,”

“ That's torn it, Ben!” Joe beat

mine.”

head,
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By MAUREEN PAVIS

a nervous tattoo on the bar with his
fingers. * I've something to tell you
—there’ll be no rehearsal.”

“ WHAT ? " shouted Ben.

Joe reached for a bottle of brandy
and proceeded to pour some into
Ben's milk.

* This series of TV programmes
has to be spontaneous. They’
asked us to haye the celebration to-
night instead of tomorrow night.”

Ben took several guips at the spiked
milk, his head n a whxrl
- What a mess !> he said. ** Why
didn’t they warn us?”

Joe shrugged. “lIt's ERA-TV,”

LDe

Ben looked around anxiously for
Larry. What would happen when he
found Red was to sing his tune ?
Would he walk out and take the
song with him? He hardly dared
to think of it.

Amid the noise of camera instal-
lation, he heard his name called. He
knew it was Larry. Ben searched for
Joe as Larry entered stiffly, music
case under one arm.

The songwriter looked straight at
the orchestra and almost immediately
spied Red, now attempting to play a
saxophone. -Larry stopped dead in
his tracks and Red quit playing.
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A slow

number

gets a ‘'face lift’

™

he said * They mess everybody up.
Tonight they've twelve minutes of
free v1ewm time. Something's been
cancelled. ' they decided to bring
things forward. 1 can’t argue, 1
need publicity.”

“Oh, no!” Ben got to his feet
shakily.

“ They're fixing up the camera
equipment this aftemoon—so there’ll
be no time to rehearse,” added Joe.

“That’s all 1 need,” said Ben,
quickening his step towards the exit.
“ I've got to make about ﬁfty phone
calls. See you tonight. u'll be
sure to recognise me,” he added
wryly, “Tll be the one with the
holes in my head.”

The rest of that afternoon for Ben
was chaos. By the time he had

?ealed all his previous phone calls

orming everyone of the changed
plans, he had neither the heart nor
the energy to break the news to
Larry about Red.

o

ED- was the first to arrive

at The Blue Grotto that
evening, He was jo and relaxed.
Ben felt relief as he watched him
fooling with the musicians. At least
somebody was at ease.

e e e e e e e e T e e

* Hi, big head,” he greeted cheerfully
enough.

This was the showdown. Ben hur-
ried over to Larry, searching for
the right thing to say. “[I've so]d
the TV producer on a gimmick,” he
said, quickly. * The announcer will
tell the viewers that Red was handed
the song by you just before going
on the air He'll read it from the
sgegt" of music. Informal? Good
€

Larry looked as if he hadn’t heard.
“Look . .. Larry. know what
you’re thinking,” yelled Ben.

But to his amazement, Larry
registered neither anger nor surprise
at seeing Red. He simply shook his
head sadly as he opened his music
case. He even grinned.

“I'm afraid I've played you a
dirty mck, too,” he said. * This
tune—it's a slow ballad. If Red
tries to belt this one out of tempo
he'll hang himself properly.”

* But you . you agrecd to give
me a fast novc]ty tune,” gasped Ben,
ing the song and the orchestra-

tions of it limply.

“ I'M beglnmng to feel a

rat,” admitted Larry,

suddenly, “1 didn’t mean to make
a fool of anyone. But I thought the
song might for Red and 1 d)dnt
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want to be his stooge a second time.”

* When success is achieved, no one
is anyone's stooge .. . they’re all
part of the success,” said Ben,
quietly, and went to hand the
orchestra their various sheets of
music.

* Only five minutes and we’re on,”
shouted Joe to his customers.

Ben gave the song sheet to Red.
Red looked at it, started to hum it,
read the words over aloud. He didn't
say anything. Then he turned to the
bandleader and spoke. The band-
leader nodded, talked his
musicians.

Someone shouted for silence. The
TV lights glared and the band struck
up their first number.” An immacu-
lately dressed compere stepped for-
ward and welcomed visitors to The
Blue Grotto club and explained that
Red was going to sing a new Larry
Lennox number that he had just been
handed a minute or so ago, that it
was so new Red would sing it from
the song sheet.

Ben mused that no one in the
business would believe this, but it
was true. He had all his fingers
crossed and his legs crossed, too, for
luck. {
There was a slight titter from the
customers as they heard the slow,
dreamy introduction to the new song.
Not Red’s style at all. Then at a
signal from Red things changed. The
band got hot and Red swung con-
fidently into the song, singing it in
the way he always sang. * Tum
back and run . . . how can 1 turn
back and run,” he sang, with dynamic
drive and beaty emotion.

Ben's despair began to change as
he listened. This wasn't bad. He
looked at Larry Larry looked
puzzled, then hls face broke into a

to

smile. He even winked.

The behind-the-scenes story of the pop singing world on this page
tells .of a feud between a vocalist and a composer—but Ronnie Hilton

has no feuds with anyone.
picture.

You see him above in a behind-the-scenes
He’s recording the title song for the film * The Moonraker,”

singing as the film is projected in front of him.

After three minutes, the number
came to the usual Red Connors
ending—a terrific crescendo of sound.
The audience went mad. Ben turned

to Larry.
“Did 1 wnte that ? " asked Larry.
“On paper,” said Ben- sofily.

* Red added the heart.”

They exchanged grins of mutual
forgiveness as the breathless Red
bowed to the spontaneous applause
and cheers and then sang some of
his former hits.

o

ARRY laughed a little

bitterly, ** Well Ben—

even if 1 have messed things up for
you—you’ve got your revenge in one
sense. Red’s proved I still can’t get
?inywhere without him. Hawkeye was

“No, 1 was wrong—you were

right.” They both swung round as
music publisher Hawkeye Grant,
seemingly appearing from nowhere,
beam with delight, his dead-pan

features alight with excitement.

‘“ How the -heck did you do it? "
he asked, slapping Larry on the back
so that his spectacles clattered on
to .the table.

* You've invented a new kind of
music—a’ sort of up-beat ‘straight’
number. Rhythm and blues music
will take a back seat when the kids
hear your version of ‘rocking the
ballad* 1"

Larry fumbled for his g'asses, open

mouthed. * Thanks,” he gasped, be-
wildered.
Hawkeye extended a hand. “1I

once told you you'd have to dig

pretty deep °to find my heart.

you've found it. What you did to-

night had nerve, pioneer spirit, a

touch of genius—the works 2
“But ... but .

Larry poxnted to Ben, trying to
explain. But Ben motioned him to
silence.

“ You can write your own ticket
as far as Grant Music’s concerned,”
raved Hawkeye. * Will you bury t.he
crotchet—l mean the hatchet, Mister
Lennox ?

They ali laughed as, prompted by
a wink from Ben, Larry dazedly

Well days

shook Hawkeye's hand.

Ben loosened his collar,

“Ho hum—show business is a
darned funny thing,” he breathed.

o

“ Hey! Next time you play a
trick like that how about leting me
in on it,” laughed a perspiring but
happy Red, who had just rushed over
—his hand full of phone messages.

“ Auditone Records want to sign

me up,” he shouted above the din.
“1 told them to call you" Hé¢ thrust
the slips into Ben's hand. * There’s

a lot more offers. Here, take them
—if you can read Joe's scrawl.”

Ben stared down at the messages.
He couldn’t believe his eyes. He
remembered Joe’s words: ** You'll
never make an agent—you’ve got too
much heart.” How wrong he had
been. Even Hawkeye had found that
out,

Ben grinned happily, as he watched
Joe, amid all the confusion of tables,
dancers, cameras and wire, struggling
towards him with a telephone.

“ Urgent,” Joe said shortly, thrust-
ing the phone into his hands.

The Blue Grotto seemed to have
taken on a rosy shade of pink as
in one corner a more confident, ver-
satile but by no means mature Red
tap-danced on a table, and Larry
was still receiving back-slaps from
Hawkeye in the other.

Cameras were being dragged hither
and thither and Ben could scarcely
answer the phone above the din.

He shrugged at Joe who raised
his eyes to the ceiling.

‘“ And to think only yesterday 1
was longlng for the °‘good old

"1 he wailed.

Ben gave a grateful wink. ‘"Yes,”
he called into the receiver. °‘“Red¢
Connors might be avzilable—if« the
price is right. Yes, I'm his agent.
Come round and see me in the morn-
mg—but make it early to avoid the
queue,’

He put down the phone It was
like old times.. “1 guess,” he said
largely, ¢ we'll all be available from
now on . .. as long as we're avail-
able to each other "

THE END
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FROM YOU
TO US

MARY BRIGGS writes from Lon-

don, E.1

So Gordon' Irvmg
Hamilton gives a *‘ monotonous”’
performance ! Because Russ doesn’t
wriggle about like a monkey om a
stick, because he sings so that the
words can be heard clearly, why
should he be called monotonous ?

It's no more so than the perform-
ances of the rock 'n’ rollers, who
may have a different style, but lack
Russ’s ability to hold an audience
of mixed ages.

And what gives Russ this ability ?
‘The quiet, simple, sincere way in
which he sings, Sincerity is a quality
often lacking in the songs of today,
so why condemn it when it should
be encouraged‘?‘

3

thinks Russ

* *
BARBARA GIBSON writes from

London, W.2: " *

I read in an American magazine
that Slim Whitman had been in-
cluded in the film, * Jamboree,” to
help sell the film in Britain, where
he is very popular.

Why then, if the American pro-
ducers went to such troubfe to get
Slim for the film, don’t we hear
more about his record releases here ?
I'm sure Slim deserves just as much
publicity as Jerry Lee Lewis, Charlie
Gracie and other stars in the film

*

- ®
DICK STODDART, London,

W.5, writes:
$ When [ first went to see Paul
Anka, I fully expected to see a
precocious and conceited young man
fully aware of his success.

I'm glad 1 was wrong. He seemed
to be a charming youth with a
humble awareness of his rise to fame
and without a trace of big-headedness.

1 was pleased to see, too, that he
had a magnetic personahty that even

of

overawed the * tougher” element
that was present in the audience.

* * ®
B. STREET, of London, W.12,

writes :

A true entertainer always remem-
bers that it’s the public that put him
where he is today. But what has
Elvis Presley given to his fans for
all their hero-worship ?

Nothing ! His salary is so high
that we can't afford to have him’in
this country, and apparently he
won't come for less.

Mark my woids, in a few years
time, he'll be glad to come over for
as many shillings as he now gets
dollars.

* *

“A DISAPPOINTED LAINER”
writes from South Shore, Black-
pool:

Along with many other fans, I
would like to protest at the omission
of Frankie Laine’s request pro-
gramme on Radio Luxembourg.
Why has this pSpular show been
 deleted ?

* *
VALERIE m-tk‘l:ﬂ, of

N.17, writes:

1 have never scen such a fine variety
performance as that givem by Jim
Dale. His cool and catchy voice,
his charm and easy-going style, were
really refreshing.

The audience really appreciated
him, oo, by calling him_back to
sing * Be My Girl™ for a “second
time.

London,
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OR the first time in his career, Louis Armstrong has played
New York’s Copacabana, one of the most lucrative—and
challienging—show business assignments, He went over power-
fully with a crowd accustomed to singers like Billy Daniels
and comics ; he is likely to return regularly.

Newest vocal foe of Elvis
Presley is Elsa Maxwell, who said
on TV of Elvis's recording of
* White Christmas™: **It's dis-
gusting.” Elsa is about to wax on
album of her own songs, mean-

while, for Seeco Records: She’ll
be accompanied by a large
orchestra.

b T )

Johnny. Mathis- will sing the title
song over the credits of the film,
“ The Long, Hot Summer,” based on
William Faulkner’s “The Hamlet”;
ll)qallad is by Sammy Cahn and Alex

Mitch Miller has been signed by
Columbia to a new five-year con-
tract. He is now in charge of all
singles and non-classical albums at
Columbia. In a business where a & r
men perish*rapidly, Mitch has had an
unusually long—and certainly success-
ful—career at Columbia,

In a recent radio interview, Miller
was asked if there were any relation-
ship between rock ’'n’ ‘roll and
juvenile delinquency: * There isn't a
piece of music written or recorded,”
he answered, ‘“that can do to a
Shlld what the home has not already
one” .

[ g S N )

The Hollywood Women’s Press
Club, which can be a vindictive
group, awarded Nat Cole their 1957
Golden Apple Award as * the most
co-operative male performer” in
Hollywood during the past year .
Otis Blackwell, \\%no wrote the Presley
hits, * Donz Be Cruel” and “ All
Shook Up,” is now recording for
Atlantic . .

Incidental mtelhgence from “Jet”:
*“Billy Daniels exchanged his "pepper-
and-salt toupee for a brown one
during his stint at the Las Vegas
Desert Inn. Fncnds say he looks 20
years younger "

BCR g et

Writes New York TV critic and
songwriter Nick Kenny: “ There's a
sincerity about Pat Boone in every-
thing he does, on or oﬁ the TV
scréen. For instance, you've probably
heard that he has been appointed
entertainment chairman of the 1958
Infantile Paralysis Campaign.

“Usually this means that the
chairman sits back and lets the other
members of the committee do the
work. Not so with Boone. He is
currently making a series of radio
tapes as part of the 1958 appeal
drive. And he'll take part actively
in the campaign, despite the fact that

he attends Columbia University
regularly in addition to his TV
series, recording dates and film
making.”

To fill in his spare time, Boone
has been studying cartooning by mail
and drew his own Christmas card .

Leslie Caron will star in “ Anna "
for MGM to be produced in Eng-
land There’s a report Steve
Aller may do a month of jazz con-
certs in Europe tbis summer

affairs.

Copacaba na
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NAT HENTOFF reports in his
AMERICAN AIRMAIL

Louis Armstrong is a| Nas double trouble!

hit at

Jerry Lee Lewis with his drummer and gul(anst are featured in the

popular music . film * Jamboree.”

In it he sings * Great Balls Of

Fire ” which is, of course, Jerry Lee’s current best selling record in
Britain. -

Little Richard doing gospel dates
only on the west coast . . .

m Anthony is building up a rock

roll library for his band. I have
comc to the conclusion,” he told
“ Billboard,”. * that a whole genera-
tion of dancers has grown up around
us. The only thing wrong is that
bands havcnt been playing their type
of music.,” He’s also purchasing a
ballroom in California . . . As you
might have expected, Liberace’s homc
contains a collection of 400 miniature
pianos , . .
S ]

Bandlkader Erskine Hawkios has
announced he will no longer play to
segregated audiences, which means
he’ll not play the South. “The last
time,” he said, “1 played before a
scgregaled audxcnce was just before
the *King’ Cole incident. In fact,
1 played at the same place where he
later performed. After that incident,
I decided not to play again before a
scgregated audicnce.

“Many white people,” Hawkins
told * The Pittsburg Courier,” *do
not like to be segregated at these
Often times they get on to
the dance floor and dance with
Negroes. 1 remember that happened
at an affair in North Carolina, a few
years ago.

“ Police were assigned, as they
always are to these kind of affairs.
But they stood with folded arms and

just Iooked as the Negroes and
whnes *integrated’ on the - dance
floor” . .

Norman Granz is recording an
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-| for stereophonc tape .

album with Dizzy Glillespie
Senny Rollins at Dizzy's request .
Dick Bock recorded an LP for
Pacific Jazz with Gerry Mulligan,
Lee Konitz, Al Cohn, Zoot SIms and
Allen Eager in arrangements by Bill
Holman of Gerry Mulligan originals
. . . Mulligan also recorded with the
Vinnie Burke jazz string quartet . .
Not only poets, but novelists are
now appearing in jazz clubs. Jack
Kerouac, author of the widely dis-

and

.cussed “On The Road,” a chronicle

of the “beat” generation, is at the
Village Vanguard with J. J. John-
son’s quintet, singer Beverly Kenney
and the Ellis Larkins Duo , . . Teddy
Wilson is to record a sextet album
with Buck Clayton . . .

.- }}- ---I

GIil Evans, who-'was the primary
influence on the influential Miles
Davis Capitol recordings of 1949-50,
has recorded an album for Prestige
with Jimuny Cleveland, Panl Cham-
bers and a fine young soprano
saxist, Steve Lacy, who will soon
have his first album as leader on
Prestige rcleased

The blues smncr, Eddne * Clean-
head ” Vinson is back with an
album by Bethlehem . . . Ralph
Gleason’s book, an anthology titled
* Jam Session.” is due in January ...
Art Hodes finally has a new album
out. It's on the Doited Eighth label
of Indianapolis' . . .

L S

More from the illuminating Pat
Boone interview with Mike Wallace.
Said Pat: *I'd like to throw over
the traces sometimes. 1 have a lot of
rebel spirit in me. I'd like to be a
hobo . I plan to be onc, someday.

“ It would be great to disguise my-
self, grow a beard, put in a false
plate of big buck tecth, wear glasses
and let my hair grow Iong. and just
take off for months . . . to see if'1
could subsist on .odd jobs.
how independent 1 could be. I'd
like to really experience life, ex-
perience the things 1 can’t experience
as Pft Boone ” .

™ -.-

** My Fair Lady ” will be recorded
again when it's in London, this time
. Roy ElIg-
ridge and Sonny Stitt have made their
first album together for Norman
Granz . . . An unusually fine blues
album to watch for—it’s _not out yet
—is for Granz under Herb Ellis’s
name with Eldridge, Gelz, the Peter-
son trio and Stan Levey . . .

To see

The pew Herman band has a roll- §

ing blues album, * The Preacher,”
due out soon on Verve . . . Annie
Ross has finished cutting her- first
World Pacific album . . ..

James C. Petrillo has refused to
allow recordings to be made from the
tapes of the Great South Bay Festival
of last summer, which featured the
reunion of the Fletcher Henderson
band . Herbie Nichols, one of the
most original of all modern jazz
pianists. has a new album due on
Bethlehem . . .

O you  suffer
trouble 7 1 do.
1t can be amusing. [ was walk-
ing into a football ground to see
West Bromwich Albion play, when
the steward on the gate touched
me on the arm and said, * This
way, Ronnie.”
And before I knew what was
happening, I was being escorted to

from double

“¢the players’ dressing room.

The trouble ? 1'd been mistaken
for my double—Ronnie Allen, the
West Bromwich international
centre-forward.

Ronnie and 1 have a lot of fun
out of our facial resemblance.
When we are together we invari-
ably put on a leg-pull, leaving

people wondering which of us is
Ronnie and which is me.

On top of everything, Ronnie
can do a first-class impersonation
of my stage act.

only wish I could play
football as well as he can imper-
sonate me.

Ronnie (incidentally, he is Vice-
President of my Fan Club) has
given me quite a few footballing
tips which I try out when profes-
sional footballers, with whom 1
train, ask me to join_in their
practice games.

Good tips

I know I felt on top of- the
world when making use of one
of Ronnie’s tips, I scored -a .goal
in a Northampton Town practice
match.

Ronnie Allen is not the only
international footballer to be a
member of my Fan Club, Dunca#
Edwards, the brilliant young Man-
chester United player, is another,
and you will often find other
famous footballers in my dressing
room.

I am repeatedly asked why 1
spend so much time training with
footballers and also out running
by myself.

The answer is that I use up so
much energy in my stage act that
I have to keep in peak condition.

Anyone who saw the Empress
Hall ice-show, *“ Wildfire,” will
realisc that every performance 1
E :

FRANKIE VAUGHAN

Here is Frankie with his “double—Ronnie Allen, the West Bromwich

and England centre forward.
which West Brom. won in 1954,

The silver trophy is the F.A. Cup,
In the picture are (I. to r.) band-

leader Ken Mackintosh, Jim Cameron, Ronnie Allen, Frankie, and John
Gordon, proprictor of the Adelphi Ballroom, West Bromwich.

covered a lot of ground and got
through quite a bit of energy.

But this show actually helped
me to keep fit. For skating is
wonderful exercise, and I
thoroughly enjoyed myself on the
ice.

Most top-line entertainers take
a lot of exercise.

Many play a great deal of golf,
and Bing Crosby, Bob Hope,
Donald Peers, Ted Ray and Jewel
and Warriss are all first-class
golfers. And my accompanist, Bert
Waller, is no rabbit.

Cricketers

Other artists like Sid Phillips,
Vic Lewis, Tony Fayne and David
Evans, are good cricketers

I have always been keen on
keeping fit. Before I went on the
stage, | not only used to box and
play football regularly, but I also
tried my hand at weight-lifting.

It was in my student days at the
Leeds College of ‘Art that, as the
result of weight-lifting, [ was nick-
named “ The Body.”

That nickname has given me a
lot of laughs — and some embar—
rassment — since then.

I 'was doing some sailing on the
Thames one day when Daily
Mirror photographer Freddie Reed
spotted me. His photograph of me
wearing a pair of swimming trunks
was published in the Daily Mirror.

That really started something.

To my amazemeént 1 began
receiving letters from girl art
students asking if they could paint
pictures of my torso!

1 treated the letters as a joke,
But it was no joke, when some of
the girls, complete with painting
kit, started camping outside my
flat in an attempt to persuade me
to allow them to paint me.

I could have certainly done with”
a double then!

Reproduced from * Disc-
land” by courtesy of the
“ Daily Mirror.”

releases of 1957.

1 have subdivided my sclections
into six divisions, limiting cach group
to six records. In addition to the big
band, small combo and- vocal cate-
gories, there are also special sections
for piano and miscellancous records,
and British releases. The records are
not listed in any specific order of
preference:

BIG BANDS
April In Parls—Count Basie (Columblia

33CX 10088)

Wild About Harry—Harry James

(Capitol LCT 6146)°
Ellincion at Newport—Duke. Kllington

(Philips BBL 7133)

Ellingtonia ’56-——Johnny Hodges

(Columbin 33CX 10053)

Basle’s: Back In Town—Count Basle

(Philips BBL 7141)

Elliot Lawrence Plays Gerry Maulligan

—Elllot Lawrence {(Vogue LAE 12057)

SMALL COMBOS
Birth Of The Cool—>iles Davis
(Capltol T 762)
Sweets—Harry Edison (Columbia 33 CX

100!
Fhe Octet/Quintet—=<Cy
LAE 12040)
Mainstirenm of Jazz—Gerry Mulligan
(EmArcy ESL 1259)
Hey, Charlie, Let’s Play
Charlle Christian (Philips BBL 7172)
All The Cats Join In — Buck Clayton
(Philips BBL 7129)

VOCALISTS
After Mlidnight — Nat *“‘King’” Col,c
(Capitol LCT 6133)
Jimmy Rushing (Vanguard PPT 12016)
This Is Teagarden—Jack Teagarden
(Capitol T 721)

The Jazz Odyssey Of James Rushing—
Jimmy Rushing (Phiilps BBL 7166)
Ella Sings Rodgers And Hari—Eiin
Fitzgerald (HMV CLP 1116-7)
A Swingin® Affair—Frank Sinatra

(Capitol LCT 6133)

PIANISTS
Preseniing The: Art Tatum Trio
{Columbin 33C %039)

Touft (Vogue

The Bines—

IT’S customary this time each year to conduct some sort of survey

of the past 12 months, and since this column is concerned primarily
with jazz records, 1 feel justified in letting current record reviews fall
by the wayside in order o list w

hat I consider to be the best jazz

The Trio—Hampton Hawes (Vogue
LAC 12056) |
The Unique Thelonious — Thel

Monk (London LTZ-U 13071)

Concert By The Sea—Erroll
(Philips BBL 7106)

Fatha Plays Fats—FEar! Hines (Vogue
LAE 12067)

The Genlus Of Bud Powell (Columbia
SEB 10074)

Garner

BRITISH
Five Sleps To Dankworth—Johnny
Dankworth (Parlophone PMC 1043)
Presenting Kenny Graham (Nixa NJL

12)

The Biz Band/Ninetet—Vietor Feldman
(Tempo TAP 12)

The Quarlel—Victor Feldman (Tempo
TAP 8)

Here’s Humph — Humphrey Lyttelton
(Parlophone PMD 1049)

The Dave Carey Band (Tempo EXA 51)

MISCELLANEOUS

Hongy Sings Carmichael—Hoangy Car-
michael (Vogue VA 160112)

Gospel Train—Sister Rosetln
(Mereury MPL 6329)

Somebody Up There Dies Me—Louis
Jordan (Mercary MPT 7521)

Bilues In The Mississippl Night (Nixa
NJL 8)

Stufi Smith (Columbia 33CX 10093)

Murderer’s Home (Nixa NJL 11)
Fmall) what were the finest * in

person " performances of the year?

Well, 1 have definite views on this

sub;ect and to list them, I’ll utilise

the same sub-divisions we’'ve used for
the records.

Best Big Band Performance: “Little
Darlin’ " by the Count Basie Band.
Royal Festival Hall, October 24.

Best  Small
“The Rose Truc” by the Modern
Jazz Quartet. London Dominion,
December 15.

Best Vocal’ Performance: Jimmy
Rushing with Jack Teagarden—

Tharpe

KEITH GOODWIN lists his

BEST JAZZ RELEASES OF 1957

Earl Hines All- Stars,
Coliseum, October 13.
Best Plano Performance: “ Rosetta ”
by Earl Hines. Royal Festival Hall,

September 28.

Best British Performance: Humphrey
Lytteltori Band at London Coli-
seum, September 22.

Best Miscellaneous Performance: Any
solo by Eddie “Lockjaw’” Davis
with the Count Basie Band!

London

Combo Performance:-
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It is nice to see

ANKI
BACK I
HE HIT

HE man whom I consider to be the most
talented and versatile in show business
today, is back in the best sellers! Turbulent
and unpredictable by nature, yet brilliant
and irresistible artistically . . . Frank
-Sinatra is back with a vengeance.
His latest recording has shot into the
charts, not merely with a feeble showing,
but literally “ All The Way,”

Capitol Records tell me that, with the film
from which it is taken, *“ The Joker Is Wild,”
currently on general release, they are expecting
it to enjoy even greater success in the New Year,
when the topical Christmas records have fallen
out of the reckoning. ’

The simultaneous success of this disc on both sides:
of the Atlantic brings into the limelight the man
whose every recording can be guaranteed to produce
consistent sales, but who has not figured in the British
best-sellers since the beginning of last gear.

On that occasion, he was riding high with the
nation’s second and third discs respectively—* The

Tender Trap” and *“ Love And Marriage.”

The evergreen charm, the genuine sincerity and the
fantastic ability of this captivating singer, are reflected
in his outstanding success with long-players. These
days it -seems that any newcomer, with sufficient
inspiration to exploit a gimmick, can command the
public’s attention for just long enough to create a
nine days’ wonder, and enjoy fantastic disc sales for
a brief span.

Thq basic ingredients of an LP, however, are skill,
experience and artistry. For a disc of this kind
must stand the test of time; it will be handed down
to posterity, its efforts worthy of preservation. How
else can the fans be expected to pay such large sums
f(_)r their recorded entertainment ?

Yet not only is Sinatra one of the best-selling
LP artists in the world, but he is also the only
singer to claim the remarkable distinction of having
entered the British Top Twenty with a long-player—
tbat was when his *“ Songs For Swinging Loveis "
reached thirtcenth place in the
summer of last year.

Even now, in the States, according
to  Cashbox, he has three discs
in the list of top LP’s there . ..
the sound-track of the film * Pal
Joey " is in second place, his album
** Where Are You?” figures at No.
8, and his outstanding album, *“ A
Swinging Affair " is still showing
after 23 consecutive weeks.

Capitol tell me that ‘Frank's
‘** Where Are You ?” album is one
of his best ever, and that we can
expect it for release in this country
in February. Meanwhile, his Christ-
mas album on the same label is
benefiting from large seasonal sales,
particularly as it includes a new num-
ber, suitably appropriate to the time
of,lfrcar, entitled * Mistletoc And
Bolly” -

JOHNSON

oy

. It is interesting to note that this
song, which has also been issued as
a separate 78, was written by Frank
himself, in conjunction with his
manager—you may recall that pre-
viously they had written one or two
other  attractive = songs . together,

among them * This Love Of Mine’
and * Take My Love.”

The film “ Pal Joey,” which opens
at London’s. Leicester Square Theatre
on January 9, promises to showcase

“between the two—although, in point

A SENSATIONAL MAGAZINE
Now on Sale! THE

PAUL ANKA

STORY

. . . . ‘
A Fabulous publication devoted exclusively ¢
to this teenage sensation §

24 large size pages, beautifully produced on glossy
paper with attractive 3-colour cover 3

® 25 photographs incloding mag- @ The first and most authenticz
nificent full page pin-up portraits complete biography ever presented
(suitable for framing). PLUS! on Paul. Anka in the world.
The complete story .of his
phenomenal rise. to fame.

® Two great articles personally
written by Paul Anka.

® A thrilling presentation every
follower of Disc Stars will want
to possess.

Order now from your newsagent or book stall; alternatively complete
the coupon below. POST NOW |

CUT HERE ,

To: Paul Anka Story, c/o NME, 5, Denmark St., London, W.C.2.

Please scnd me by return, the Paul Anka Magazine, 1 enclose .2/9d.

(inclusive of postage)

Name

Address .. oov.viviidionaniaciiititiiesiosasnianiirnosessnsinsonsns

(CAPITAL LETTERS)
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phrase, his slightest inflection, caused;

THE NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS:

PARADE

poning some of his film commit-
ments: entertaining in cabaret, for
which he can confidently demand as
much as £20,000 per- week ; produc-

ing and directing films . . . to say
-nothing of his other business in-
terests

Yet somehow he manages to

juggle with these various facets

with  the dexterity of a circus

artist.

He is constantly being tagged as
moody, temperamental, high-handed.
‘Rather is it that he is forthright,
direct and_straightforward. He has
pronounced opinions, which he is not
afraid to voice, as per his recent
renunciation of rock 'n’ roll. But
he would be the first to admit that
he welcomes criticism, especially
when it is constructive.

For such an internationally famous
recording artist it may appear, on
the surface, strange to have won
only one Golden Disc for a million
sales—that for * Young At Heart.”

But as we said at the outset, the
keyword in his case is consistency.
No other artist can match, or even
approach, him for this, His steady,
unflagging brilliance and perfection of
performance is a credit to the busi-
ness.

And I am just one of the countless
millions who welcome his return to
the record big-time, and are prepared
to support him ... all the way.

SO you want to be in show
. business ?

It’s tough business, this .show
business. It was tough on me at
the start. Really tough. And it
took a long time to get to know
the wrinkles. Even then, you can
still learn. And, as the famous
show title says, * It’s tough at the
top.” . )

All right,- you say, what's the
secret of getting to the top, of
staying at the top.-despite-the fact
that it’s tough ? i

It's a simple.secret, really.

Be yourself. . Just that —, with
whatever talent tK}ou may have.

The greatest thing that can ever
happen to you—or to anyone else
“—in show business is that you're
there begause you are yourself.

Don’t imitate other people.
Don’t try to be another Sinatra.
There is one alréady . . . and it
would be a miracle if you turned
out to be a better Sinatra than
Frank. . .

him to greater advantage and see
him rise to even greater heights than
many of the. previous masterpieces for
which he has received such wide-
spread acclaim,

It has been rated in the States
as “ the greatest musical entertain-
ment of the year,” and Is playing
to unprecedented box-office takings.
Much water has flown under the

bridge during the last twenty years,
for it was that length of time ago
that Francis ' Albert Sinatra first de-
cided to take up a vocal career.
And strangely enough, in view of the
rivalry which one might expect

of fact, it is non-existent—it was a
Bing Crosby record which set him
along the pathway to success.

Since then, he .has experienced
practically every emotion and situa-
tion that any artist is likely to face.
We first heard him anonymously
labelled * with vocal chorus,” with

the Tommy Dorsey aggregationd Don’t try to be-another Johanie
which promoted him, on realising Ray. | B
lslgs .worth, to “ Vocal by Frank There is only one. And ‘he’s
inatra.”

doing quite well, thank you:
. Suddenly, after lengthy and seem-
ingly unrewarding band work, he
became the first musical: bobby-
soxers’ idol in the States. His everyQ

sighs of delight, swoons of ecstasy.
Films, television, records—the 'sky
was the limit for Frankie,
Until the public started craving
for novelties, crazes, vogues and
gimmicks. And then they politely
lost interest in Sinatra.
he was a dead duck.
Frank Sinatra’s comeback " to a
degree of success, the like of which
even he had never known before,
is indisputable proof of the man’s
determination, courage and love of
his profession. For now, quite apart
from his undeniable singing talent,
he has become one of Hollywood’s
most capable and sought-after actors.

He has enough money, in solid
cash and in- thoughtful investments,
never to have to work again. But
the' real” trouper knows

. . . but with the happy reservation
that he is selective about the parts he
chooses, the songs he sings.

For . he is one of the hardest
workers in the world of entertain-
ment. Consider his variods activi-
ties—recording, not only as a singer
but also as musical director to other
artists (latest success, Peggy Lee's
“The Man I Love” LP); movie
star in _ten major successes to datesd
featured in a TV series, with- which
he .is particularly. concerned at® the
moment, even to the. extent of post-

It’'s PARTY TIME—for the EMI stars

MAX BYGRAVES SAYS:

one famous, they use American

Max Bygraves and Joan Rggaq enjoying n‘ laugh together.

Friday," Decembel; 27, 1957

. Y S R
There was _plenty of party spirit in evidemce at' the anmual - EMI
get-together last week. Our photographer Harry Hammond took these
three groups of celebrities while they were emjoying the festivities.
Seen (I. to r.) are Jim Dale, Michael Holliday, Dennis Lotis, Bert
Weedon, Don Lang, Moanty Norman, Norrie Paramor, Eric Winstone,
Tony Osborne, Eddie Calvert, Terry’ Wayne and Norman Newell.
P.S. There were ladies present but our photographer must have beem
too shy to take them!. A

and Nixa favourites

More fun at the Pye-Nixa Christmas party was shared by (1. to r.)
Joe Henderson, Alan Freeman, Janette Scott, Jackie Davies, Michael
Barclay, Petula Clark, John Fraser and Gary Miller.

singing these words the way most
====—" English people would—words like
“charnce” and * arfternoon.”

But phoneys stick out a mile,

B

whether they are British or
American;
i I am a Londoner. Wherever 1

go in the world I am a Londoner.
In the United States, the tele-
viewers know it's Max Bygraves,
Londoner, when they see me.

I hope they like me for that. 1
believe they do. But if I went
over there trying to sound like
someone from California or the
Mid-West, they’d know immedi-
ately. that T wasn't. And .I'd have
“had it,” . .

There’s no more satisfying: thing
-in this world than being just your-
self. It's no credit to you to hear
someone saying that you. sing,
dance or act like somebody else—
if you're busy trying -to make your
own name. F=a==—

The individual artist is the
greatest artist of all-time.

Just look at some of the names:

Jolson, Maurice Chevalier, Max
Miller, Danny Kaye, Gracie
Fields, Sophie Tucker. They are
just a few. . . .

Not one is—or was—like the
other. Not one tries—or tried—
to be like- anybody else. But
round the world, struggling young
entertainers do their best to sub-
merge their personalities into the
personalities of stars of this
calibre. )

It doesn’t pay off.

All their life they struggle as a
carbon copy . . . never quite hit-
ting the heights of the original.

There are imitators everywhere.
It takes nerve and perseverance
to try to be different yet, at the
same time, be yourself.

If you can get your chance on
your own merits with something
different, something out of the
general run of things, then you are
on your way to the top.

If you can go out there before
the footlights and act, sing or
dance your way into the audience’s
heart as YOURSELF—you have
something.

Never forget it.

Be yourself . . . always.

It's a good idea, son. . . .

You have to make the great big
entertainment-loving public want
you because it's YOU.

A lot of new singers start off on
the wrong foot immediately.

If they don't try to imitate some-

accents.

And if you do this you run the
risk right from the start_of being
labelled as a' phoney. And, what
is more, your act comes-across as
a phoney act.

Vera Lynn doesn’t imitate any-
one. . )

Ruby Murray doesn’t .imitate
anyone. b

They are just Ruby and Vera.
And always will be.

How I hate to hear newcomers
singing about “can’t” instead of
“carn’t,” and “laffing” instead
of “laughing.”

Strange thing is, incidentally,
that all Americans don’t sing their
words as ‘“laffing” or “cassle”
instead of “ carstle.”

en I was in the United
States recently many of them were

Reproduced from “ Disc-|l
land ” by courtesy of the
“ Daily Mirror.”
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To : NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS

(Liberace Story)

3 DENMARK BT., LONDON, W.0.2
| Piease send me immediately a copy
of * LIBERACE STORY.”

1 enclosy 2/9 (inclusive of return
postage). Postal Orders shouid be
made payable to STANLEY ITKEN
LTD. (No stamps, please).

PIN-UPS AND FIGURE

Photographs ot lovely Cabaret and

Figure models in over 500 Attrac.

tive poses. Send 3s. 6d. for three
sample postcards and catalogue.

ANNETTE ENTERPRISES (N)
24, Madras Road, Cambridge

ART PHOTOS

Superior and Exctlusive for
Artists, Cotiectors and con-
uolsseurs. Wrile -siating in-
enclosing 3d. s.a.e
applicants ONLY

{M.E.)

-~ lerests,
MAJOR

BCM/BUZ
MONO KOUSE, LONDON W.C.1

AGENTS DIRECTORY

With The Best”

HAROLD
DAVISON

Limited
BAND, VARIETY & GENERAL
THEATRICAL AGENCY

Eros House, 29/31,
Regent -Street, fondon, W.!

‘REGent 1437/8/9
Memibers of the Agents’ Assoc. Ltd.

“‘Booking The Best- |

RABIN
AGENCY

DAVID RABIN—IVOR RABIN

28-30 GLOUCESTER MANSIONS
CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS,
LONDON, W.C.2
TEMple Bar 2816-7-8
MEMBERS OF THE AGENTS' ASSOC. LTD.

—

ISoIely Booking for
HELANA PRESENTATIONS
Why aot for YOU ¢

GERALD COHEN

Telephone EBOR AGENCY
Tempte Bar 33, Cranbourn St,
|0813/4 London, W.C.2

JOE
LOSS

ENTERTAINMENTS LTD.

LANgham IAORLEY HOUS!
1212/3 REGENT STREET
232374 LONDON, ~.1

EUROPE'S BIGGEST
BAND BOOKER

ED. W. JONES

THEATRICAL, VARIETY
& CONCERT DIRECTION
{Members of the Agents’ Assoc.)

20 REYNOLDS ROAD,
NEW MALDEN,SURREY

Tele(nms and Cables :
. % fazz * Phone London
Phone : Derwent 244X {three lines)

—Southern Jazz Club, 540, High Road

AAAAN  MAURILE
BRITAIN'S TOF MODERN SINGING
TEACHER—for TV, Records, Radio,
Bagds, Films and Caharet. TV Statious,
Recording Companies and Agents send
promising artigts to BURMAN-—April
Olrich secures Hollywood contract—TH K
MAN WITH THE METHON. Beginners
encouraged. —39, The White House.
N.W.1. EUS 1200, Ext. 39.

Al SHAW Skiltle gultar lessons —
also oy pust—8&3, Richmound Road
Kingston-on-Thames Kingstun v474,

BURMAN,

CENTRAL SCIIGOL. OF BDANGE
MUSI¢, ofters INDIVIDUAL tostre
mental  4nd  vocal fuition  undes

Britain's Leading Musictans Harmons
and Ear fraloning » speciatity. Puplis
under personal supervision of Principal
IVORR MAIRANIS. «ree Instrumental
advice Nearest e personal tultios
are the following  nstatl  Conrses
“MODERN HARMONY' Also Jimmy
Grant’s PPOSTAL PVANO COURSK for
beginners, “TIIEORY OF MUSIC’’: also
the 1VOR MAIRANTS' “GUITAR
POSTAL COURSE.” Apply C.S.D.M,
(E), 15, West Street, Cambridge Circus,
W.C,2. TEM 3373,4.
DRUM  Tuition

obeginners or
vanted. —MAURICK
5489.

PLACQUET,

ad-
SHE

FREDDY STAFKFF (Skyrucket Orch.)
TFrumpet tuttion Gl.A 7516.
JOCK BEATSON Modern
Tuition. EDG 0291,
JOIINNY SUHAKESPPEARK.
tuition, adv./beg. 51,
Mansions, W.14.
5.30—8 p.m.
MAESTRO

Trumpet

Trumpet
West Kensington
UL 9639 Enquirte2

MARLIO (*"Maker ot
Stars’™), f'he greatest teacher of them
all 101 New Bond 8t, W.1. MAY 3160,

REG MORGAN, Tuton ana Managet
to late STEVE CONWAY, wilt train
YOURR VOICE. Studio- 97  Charing
Cross Road, W.C.2, HOL 3379. GER

B4Y8,
SAXOPPIBONE % CLARINET. Be-
ginners and advanced players every

advice given on instrument purchase —
Miles Mlitchetl. GER 9595,

'|NSURANCE 94. pe word

OUR ACCIDENT POLICY OFFERS
£10 per week, up to 00 WEEKS. Cost
i5 only £3 per year. Details from W, C.
Collins & Co., INSURANCHY BROK KRS,
14/18, Queen Victoria Street, London,
E.C.4. CIT 6875.

Levt Kridava VAl 7268

EVERY SATURIDAY—London’s most
unusual club  Chisiehurst Caves, next
to Chisleburst Station. 8ring your own
candle &

FAN CLUBS ad. per word

ARE YOU starting a Fan Club?
Wan*® to know about others. You must
read Fan Ciub Review, 1/3d.—A. Noble,
‘24, Gladwell Road, N 8.

CYRIL STAPLETON AND SHOW
BANID CLUB. Proceeds to charity
Detalils, s.a.e,, Ann Bluestone, 32, Kitz-
george Avenue, W.14,

DES OCONNOR Fan Club., Detaits
s.a.e. Sec. 66, Tideswell Road. Great
Barr, Birmingham.

FRANKIE LAINFE, Detalls sa.e.,
June Dukes, 87, Broomsleigh Street,
.West Hampstead, London, N.W 6.

JOHNNIE RAY FAN CLUB. Sa.e..
Natalina Galasso, 2. Main Street,
Newton Mearns, Glasgow.

KING BROS, #an Club 8 n.e. for

details, 322, Streatham Higb Road.
S W.16.
RONNIE HILTON Fan Club, S.a.e

to Natlonal Secretary, Joy Taylor, 35,
Mayfair Avenue, liford, Essex,

RUSS HAMILTON FAN CLUB of
GT. BRITAIN. For detajis send
stamped addressed envelope to Shan
Haynes, 72, Denton Road, N.8

The mwost ACTIVE Club ? DORIS
DAY'S, of course! Join now ! Fuli
details of membership, photographs, ex-
clusive DORIS DAY personal record-
ings. Next Ciub get-together January
11th, Day-Sinatra co-meeting FKILM
for the ¥ Young At Heart.'' Send s.a.e.
for details, John Smith, 46, Ullswater
Road, Barnes, S,W.13.

INSTRUMENT REPAIRS 6d per wora

IHARRY HAYES Repalr Service ts
unlversally accepted as the best and

most economical in great Britain:
facquering a speciality, - 20, Romilly
Street (Cambridge  Circus). w.1.

GERrard 1285.

HOHNER — complete repait service
for Accordions and Chromatic Har-
monicas. Expert crattsmen. — Hohner
(NME), 11-13. Farringdon Road. E.C 1

HOL 3056

Details of Clib and Sessions from:

HUMPHREY LYTTELTON CLUB

100 OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.1
OPEN EVERY NIGHT with Sessions from all Top Traditional
Bands and Guest Artists

8 GREAT. CHAPEL STREET, LONDON, W.1

GER 7494

ON SALE

=

WED.,
JAN. 1st
The greatmonth|y

magazine tor all
followers of disc
stars and dance
music enthusiasts

TOMMY STEELE

Front cover
portrait of

DAVID WHITFIELD

—My Hobbies
LIBERACE; *“ Leader
Your favourite U.S.

“Top Ten”

of

vovel “Spot The Stars”

January Birthdays of

Announcing the JANUARY issue of

36 pages, illustrated on glossy art paper
Personally written articles by these famous stars :

HARRY BELAFONTE - JOHNNIE RAY - PAUL ANKA

ELVIS PRESLEY

Special feafure full-length stories—

GUY MITCHELL - TONY PERKINS < EVERLY BROTHERS

Introducing THE THREE KAYE SISTERS;
by JACK JACKSON;

and British- Disc Stars name
Favourite Records ;
HOLLYWOOD SCREEN STARS; Popular Record Reviews ;
American Disc and Film Gossip ; Readers’ Letters Page; Jazz
Records by Keith Goodwin; Fan Club Page.
CASH PRIZES COMPETITION ;

IPRICE 2/-

JULIE LONDON

SHEPHERD SISTERS

Secrets of the Stars

Portrait Gallery:
Band "—DON LANG;
b their
HOME ADDRESSES OF

the

Plus! Great

the Stars; Quiz, etc,

Bookstall.

Please send me the January issue

Name

Address
(CAPITAL

Make sure of your copy by placing an order with your newsagent or
Alternatively, fill in this coupon and receive the January
issue packed with thrilling contents,

FOE SR OEER RPN NIGINENNNENEREANNING ST NSNS REEEEASNSRENERINEAENOFANENEY

To “HIT PARADE,” 5 Denmark Street, London, W.C.2

'endlose 2/3d. (inclusive of return postage.) (No stamps, please)

POST NOW !

by return,

throughout Great Britain
free brochure under piain sealed cover
from MARGARET $H1CHKEKES, The
Bournemouth Bureau. Qld Christchurch
Road, Bournemouth.

PEN FRIENDS at nome and abroaa
Also marriage partners. Stamp for
detatls. Burupeap ¥riendship sSoclety
Oloey, Bucks,

RFNI)IC?V!)US
World-wide fri p. corresp
pen-friends servlce tor those in-
terested in exchanging ideas om jazz.
languages, sports, etc. tor details send
stamped
vous Ipternational. 2.
London, W.1,

STILL SINGLE ¥ Suttadle tntroduc
tions contidentialty arranged. Details
Marjorie Moore, Pept M.. 392, Strand,
London, W.C.2.

THE ASHLEY MARRIAOEK BUREAUL,
10, Corporation Street, Manchester
Successful Introductivns arranged for
those seeking happy marriage. A highlv
confidential. reliahle service

VICTORIA STUDIO. For lingerie,
pin-ups, etc., international models ; 48-
hour service. Send 3/- P.O. for 2
beautiful photos and list.—49, Win-
chester Street, London, S.W.1.

INTERNATIONAL.

Meard Street.

MUSICAL SERVICES od per wora

MUSIO to LYRICS. etc.
368, Sudbury Ave., Wembley WKM 3488

SENID U8 vour Lyrics. S.a.e.
Anthony Paimer, Decoy Road. Ormesby.
Norfolk

SKIFFLE GUITAR postal course ; 5
lessons, chord chart, 10/- complete.—
Kirkwood, 103, Lampton Road, Houns-
low, Middx

SONGWRITERS | Let us help you.
Write Hollywood Songwriters’ Bureau,
5880, Hollywood Boulevard, Hollywood,
28, Callfornia. U 8.A.

RECORDING 6d. per word

REGENT SOUND STUDIOS, RALPD
KI.MAN directing the finest studio up
West—for quick and satisfylng service,
tape to disc—dise to tape. Wor pro-
fesstonal and private recording. Pianist
or group can be suppiled. 4, Denmark
Street, W C.2. TEM 8769/6560,

18, SOHO SQUARE, .1. Moderp
Recording Studios. ANl types recording
professiopal, amateur, Fvening ses-
sions undertaken SONOTAPE. GER

Hammona

Interesting |

addressed envelope— Rendez- |

mornings, 11 a.m.—Chiswick Memoria!
Club, Dukes Road, High Road, Chls
wick, W.4

BASS and GUITAR players for
amateur dance group. to specialise ip
nop and modern music. Bos Numbher
809.

MUSICIANS REQUIRKD for  the
Band of ihe North Staffordshire Reg)-
ment All instruments. Write Band:
master, North Staftords, BAOR 29 = |

THE CAMERONIANS  (SCOTTISH
RIFLES BAND has vacancies for
WOODWIND and BRASS pilavers be-
tween the ages of 15-30 vears. Wor
conditions of service, etc., please apply
Brigade Bandmaster, Winston Barracks.
LANARK.

BANDS 0d. per word

A BANID avallable.~—~PRO 4542

BERTIE MASON Trlo. CAN 2005

DENNY BOYCE Orchestras and
Cabaret, 222 streatham High Road,
S.w.16. STR 1084. Aiter 7 p.m., LIV
1083.

MELONOTES, 3-8 piece,
hearsed and experienced.

IAPE RE(ORDERS 64d. per word

CASH ON the spot for secondhand

fully re-
SNA 2162,

tape: recorders, amplifiers and HI-FI
equipment Top prices paid. Sound
Tap Vision (Dept, M.E)), 71, Praed

Street, London, W.2. PADdington 2807,
INTEREST FREE 1 ) | Afl maKes

2/6d. In £ deposit, no charges, BRo
P/Tax. We have largest sales in
U.K. | 1 1 Why? We guarantee unbeat-

able terms. best you can get—£12 free
1ape ofter, ete. Largest demonstration

rooms — 30 modeis permanently dis-
played. P/Exchanges, Open Satur
days. tree brochures. HOWARD
PHOTOGRAPHIC (Dept. Dy, 190

High Street, Bromley. Kent. RAV 4477
»TAPE RECORDER #HIRY—Standard
and LP Discs from tape—Studio—
faci'ities—s.a.e., Magnegraph. 1, Han-
way Pilace, London, W 1L Langham
2156

WANTED FOR CASH ! Tape Re-
corders, Tape, Hi-Fi Equipment, etec.
Best prices from E. C. KINGSLEY &
CO. (E), 132, Tottenham Court Road.
London. W.1. EUSton 6500,

RECORDS WANTED 6. ver word

JAZZ RECORDS, 78's, EP's, LP's 11
good conditlon -- Harry Hayes, 20

8464, Romilly Street. Cambridge Circus, W.1
B, & . 37" CLARINET, Bj. Low Pitch, Buehm System 000 00
F.D.H, TRUMIPET, B G.L., Low Ll'itch ... fl'l 70
MARTIN FRERES CLARINF’I‘ OUTFIT. Bl Boeum System . £29 00
B. & H. ‘18 TRUMI'ET. B G L., Low pPitch W 219100
ELYSEE CLARINET OU'I‘FI'I'. Bl Boehm System ... . £290 40
RUDY MUCK TRUMPET. Bh, Gold Lac. and Nicke: Sllver ﬂnlsh £19 19 0
SPANISH GUITAR, Finger Style, size 38% x 147 x 33" ., .. £16 10 9
WONDER GUITAR. Ceilo Built. Plectrum Model ... £3 19 6
VALENCIA GUITAR. Celio Built, Plectrum Model Blonde or
Sunburst .. E15 15 0
DRUM OUTFIT. Lomplete "White Chrome F‘xmngs 003 £26 0 0
BROADWAY GUITAR. Cello Bwit. Sunburst finish o E1IT 12 10
GUITAR. Flat Top. Round Sound Hole. Metat Strings ... v £15 19 6
FRANCIS, DAY & HUNTER, LTD.
138/140 CHARING CROSS ROAD, ‘LONDON, W.C.2. TEMple Bar 9351/5

-t will pay you to send for
our illustrated brochure of
Guitars. All types stocked.

BANJOS

ALL TYPES STOCKED
Hlustrated Brochure now zvailable

BE}‘I_ VALUE | BEST QUALTY |
TANLEY LEWIS

Dept, NME, 307, EDGWARE RD,,
LONDON, WwW.2. PAD 2758
OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY

‘MEET
' FRANKIE
LAINE’

100 PAGES Price 2/6

A BRILLIANT PRODUCTION ON
GLOSSY ART PAPER WITH
3-COLOUR COVER
EXCITING CONTENTS INCLUDE:
@ COMPLETE LIFE STURY AND

f..

AMBITIONS

@ INTIMATE DETAILS AND
FAVOURITE STARS

© 190 PHOTOGRAPHS, Including
Guy Mitchell, Johnnie Ray,
Dickie Valentine, David Whit-

field, Doris Day, Frank Sinatra,
Liberace, Winifred Attwell, Nat
‘ King ** Cole, Bing Croshy,
Kay Star, Jo Stafford, Perry
Como, Hoagy Carmiichael and
galaxy of many more famous
stars.,
FULL-PAGE, AUTOGRAPHED
PORTRAIT
PERSONALLY WRITTEN AR-
TICLES by FRANKIE LAINE
BACK-STAGE SECRETS by VIO
LEWIS
FRANKIE'S ADVICE TO
THOSE CONSIDERING ENTER-
ING SHOW BUSINKSS
@ MIS BIGGEST THRILLS AND
DISAPPOINTMENTS
In fact, < MEET FRANKIE
LAINE ” Is a complete record of
EVERYTHING concerning the
Worid’s Biggest Sellmg  Recording
Star in Brilain. MAKE SURE-OF
YOUR COPY by placing an order
TODAY with your newsagent or
bookstall — aiternatively, complete
coupon below and POST NOW,

monsasssenses CUT HERKE sssssnnananss,
To Stanley Itkin Ltd. (FL), ¢/o

NEW MUSICAL EXPRESS LTD.,
5, Denmark Street, London, W.C,2.
Please send me ‘* MEET FRANKIE
1 en-
(inclusive of
Stamps

LAINE ** by return post.

ciose herewith 2s. 9d.

return postage).
accepted.

aot

INTEE] 5., . ouv- . o s S aE

Address

ACCORDIONS
TRUMPETS
SAXOPHONES

old instrument

or call and see our

GAUDINI

TAPE RECORDERS + RECORD PLAYERS

o .
and all other musical instruments and accessories

Any instrument on the lowest of deposit (10 per cent. of price)
and Weekly Hire Purchase Terms.
in part exchange.

Send today for free illustrated catalogue stating instrument required

ALL LEADING MAKES STOCKED

30 FRITH STREET, Shaftesbury Ave., London, W.1 GER 9595

OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAYS

CLARINETS
GUITARS
TROMBONES

Generous allowance for vour

range of Instruments,

LIMITED

send it to us with your remittance.
COPY EACH FRIDAY

NAME

Why not ask your Newsagent to reserve a copy of the NME each week 2
In the event of any difficulty, complete the subscription form below and

Please enter my name as a subscriber
commencing with your next Issue:—

YOU CAN MAKE SURE OF YOUR
MORNING BY POSI.

ADDRESS

(BLOCK CAPITALS)

Tlck pertod required

¢ 12 months (35/-) 6 months {17/6)
Post to "New Musical Express,”

§ Denmark Stree?, W.C.2 “

SPECIAL
OFFER !

ONLY 1/9d.

STAN
KENTON

Souvenir Brachure |

PLUS
3 GLOSSY-PHOTOS

(difterent poses, size 7in. x &in, of
STAN KENTON) plus 1 magnificent
20-page wonderful souvenir trochure
contaluing :
A personal message from Stan
Kenton
@ Telescoped box blographtes and
pictures of his Insirumental stars

@ 30 exciting pictures, Inctuding
magnificent portraits of Stan
Henton

@ The Kenton Story
@ Complete list of recordings

@ ' What’s With Modern Muslc T
by Stan Kenton
Pregramme of
British cencerts

£end remittance of 1/0d, to recelve

the three photos and brechure tm-
mediately te: STANLEY [ITKIN

Ltd., (SH), ¢/o NMFE, », Denmarik
5 Btreet, W.C.2,

his  titles at
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No. 1 SONG !

Mary s

fiop

Beautlfw Kecords by

HARRY
GRACIE FIELDS (Columbia) BOB DALE (Embassy)

No. 1 RECORD !

(hilo

BELAFUONTE (RCA)

BOURNE MUSIC LTD.. 21 Denmark Street, London, W.C.2 |
== ——— —————=—_C =% e e e

by THE

TAIL-PIECES auty car

Just a year ago...

T was so different about the popular music disc scene this
time last year? As a recording artist, Harry Belafonte was

virtually unknown.
Haley.
endeared himseif.

The biggest name this side of the Atlantic—Bill
Visiting Britain for concert and TV dates, Pat Boone firmly
For the first time in his career, Frankie Vaughan
was enjoying a hit record success—* Green Door.”

After a long

absence, Guy Mitchell was riding high in the best sellers with “Singing

The Blues.”

A zany comedian crashed into the American charts with

an_evergreen bailad—Jerry Lewis singing “ Rock A-Bye Your Baby.”
First, second and third positions in Britain’s Top Thirty were occupied

by records of Philips artists.

News can be expected very shortly
that one of Brtain’s best-known
bands has been signed by Nerman
Newell, to wax on a label controlled
by EMI . . . An influential Ottawa
business association voted their
home-town disc star Paul Anka *““out-
standing citizen of 1957 . . David

ill, who_composed * All Shook
Up®™ ( a No. 1 Anglo-US. hit for
Elvis Presley), has waxed for RCA
“Keep Me In Mind"—a composition
of Johnny Otis

. Whilst appearing in pantomime for
the next few weeks at Liverpool,
Ruby Murray will travel to Crewe
every week-end — spending twenty-
four hours there with husband
Bernie Burgess; he travels from
Birmingham, where he plays a panto-
mime season with the Jones Boys . ..
“ Midnight Sun™ (a standard song
written by Lionel Hampton) has
been revived on American Verve
label by Ella Fitzgerald On his

BBC radio programme last Saturdf;nl,
Vic Lewis vocalised ** Up Above My
Head "—a tribute ,to his best
American friends, Jobnnle Ray and
Frankie Laine, who -recorded this
title as a duet . .

Herbert Smith, producer of ** Six-
Five Special” and * The Tommy
Steele Story " films, is likely to sign
Dickie Valentine to star in his next
screen production . . . New releases
on London label in America include
“Be My Girl” (Don Fox), *“Double
Shuffie”” (Betty Smith Group), “Piano
Polka” (Monia Liter) and “Katsumi
Love Theme” (Frank Chacksfield
Orchestra) . . . In view of his father’s
continued illness, Sammy Davis, Jor.,
is expected to work as a solo star
in 1958—under the personal manage-
ment of his uncle, Will Mastin . . .

According to NBC, they negotiated

for two years with BBC before
“Perry Como Show ” plans were
finalised for relay here . . . Although

her “other piano’ was purchased
for £2 10s., Winifred Atwell is
reputed to have since spent £10,000
in transportation of the instrument

- CLIMBING THE HIT PARADE'!

“KISSES
SWEETER
THAN
WINE”

2 GREAT RECORDS'!
FRANKIE VAUGHAN (Philips)
JIMMIE RODGERS (Columbia)

FRANCIS, DAY & HUNTER LTD.
138-140 CHARING CROSS RD., LONDON, W.C.2

oo b

Just in time for the Christmas Parties
A . cRZE THAT IS SWEEPING THE COUNTRY !

AND
VE

SONG COPY WITH INSTRUCTIONS NOW READY PRICE 2/-

HEADING FOR THE BEST SELLERS

SHAKE ME | RATTLE

SONG COPIES 2/- EACH

G0OD MUSIC LTD., 39-4] NLW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.1 HYD 1251

THE NEW  MUSICAL EXPRESS

TOMMY
STEALS
A
REST !

Tommy Steele gets
his slippers off and
gives his feet a well-
\ earned rest during
the filming of “The
Doke Wore Jeans.”
In this picture, how-
ever, he is wearing
the more formal vel-
vet and lace of a
dukedom—a  most
unusual get-up for
the free and easy
Tommy.

W

. . . Pete Candoli, renowned Ameri-
can trumpet player, formerly with
the Stan Kenton Orchestra, has a
straight acting rdle in * Kings Go
Forth *—Frank Sinatra’s latest star-
ring screen production, co-starring
Tony Curtis

More than four hundred members
and ‘their relatives attended the
recent champagne and coke party of
George Melachrino’s fan club . . .
For his current season at Las Vegas
Sands Hotel, Dean Martin bhas a
large enfourage constantly around—
his" seven children! . Lema
Horne’s brilliant musical director/
husband Lennic Hayton has been
signed by Roulette Records in New
York; his immediate assignments
include preparation of a Pearl Bailey

*

LP, then albums to be waxed by

Frankie Lymon and jazz vocal
stylist ‘Jeri Southern respectively . . .

A chartered plane (hired by instru-
ment dealer Ben Davis, of Selmer's)
imported guitars valued at £25,000
from the Continent, to mect pre-
Christmas sales demand here . . .
Jack Hylton presents a new AR-TV
series from January 13, featuring
Italian artist Rosalina Neri . . . New
members of British Somgwriters’
Guild include Johnny Dankworth and
co-writer of many Tommy Steele disc
successes, Mike Pratt . . .

It is claimed that organist Jerry
Allen has undertaken five hundred

Friday, December 27, 1957

By HY

LEEDS GUITAR METHOD

AND SONG FOLIO

A well planned and interesting method of teaching
guitar accompaniment
For the Beginner, The Student, Hobby Player
Price 7/6d. each

WHITE

LEEDS MUSIC LTD., 25 Denmark St., London, W.C.2 COV 2962

TV appearances during past year
: . Whilst Russ Hamilton spent
Christmas Day with his family in
Liverpool, Tommy Steele made
journey from Liverpool to London
%or the same purpose . . . U.S. com-
poser-publisher Robert Mellin ’planes
to London this week-end for film
music deal ; he welcomed Pawvl Anka
on his return to New York last
Monday. . . .

Malcolm Vaughan is hopeful ot
waxing a duet with his stage partner,
Ken Earle, very soon Mel
Tormé was not only featured guest
star of Resemary Clooney’s filmed
ATV programme last Sunday, but
together with contributions from the
Hi-Lo’s, majority of tunes in this
show were composed by Mel
Producer Johnnie Stewart deserves
praise for BBC “Sing It Again”
package on Sunday ; with non-stop
vocals from Julie Dawn, Franklyn
Boyd, Jean Campbell and Benny Lee
(aided by the Steve Race quartet),
this must be rated slickest half-hour
myusic radio presentation. . .

Although reported that Les Paul
and his vocalist-wife Mary Ford are
appearing here early next year, lack
of disc hits since 1953 may be re-
flected in box-office returns . . . Eric
Delaney’s Christmas cards were in
bad taste . . Providing he under-
takes annual engagements there,
Frank  Sinatra has been offered bi
financial interest in a Havana hoteﬁ

BBC are trying to retain Josephine
Douglas under exclusive contract . . .
Billie Anthony’s regular pianist,
Michael Austin, was enlisted into the
Jobn Barry Scven for their accom-
paniment of Paul Anka on recent
stage tour here . . Don’t be sur-
prised if, during 1958, Pat Boo#’e
waxes a revival of * Confidentially!”
—the 1950 hit disc and composition
of British singer-comedian Reg Dixon.

Pye-Nixa have scheduled a mid-
January release for their first Lita
Roza record . Cash Box list five
Elvﬁs l’resle{;' discs _in their Best
Selling Top Fifteen EP’s chart; Pat
Boone. has three entries and Nat
“ King ” Cole two in same frame 2. .
“ Death Makes A Claim ™ is title
of book issued on. January 23 +-
written by Hank Hobsen, a bass
layer at Mayfair Hotel in Albert

arland’s Orchestra i

The Decca ﬁroup are forced
compete with themselves; they iss
Sam Cooke’s ** You Send Me” on
London, besides Teresa Brewer’s
version on Coral Singer-com-
poser Bobby Troup has a straight
acting rodle, playing second lead: ¢~
José Ferrer in a new MGM film
release . . . The French cabinet has
been described as a jazz band- By
Lionel Hampton; he says: * Every
member wants to take a solo !

‘Cat’s Whiskers’

N this final issue of 1957, we again afford the freedom to our
Alley Cat, for his annual list of nominations (not in order
of merit) to receive the * Cat’s Whiskers ”—awarded for out-

standing performances and accomplishments during the past

] year. :

Heading the honours is
FRANKIE VAUGHAN. No
singer ever scored such a trium-
phant success with his first screen
acting rdle . . . he donated entire
royalties from two best-selling
recordings to charity, besides
devotihg endless hours to actively
helping boys’ clubs throughout the
nation . gaining a West End
season next month at London’s
Paldace .Theatre . , . topping the hit
parade with * Garden Of Eden,”
plus ather Top Twenty successcs
with “ Green Door,” *“Man On
Fire,” *Gotta Have Something
In The Bank, Frank,’* * Kisses
‘Sweeter Than Wine” and * Wan-
dering Eyes "—quite a feat with
the last mentioned title, after
Charlie Gracie had already reaped
quarter-million sales here.

Other whiskers:—

To PETULA CLARK, who
proved beyond doubt why her talent
1s top-class . a brilliant acting

ormance in a starring dramatic
TV réle .. a string of delight-
ful discs, with a-flag-flying effort for
feminine singers by crashing into’ the
TQF Ten with two successive releases.

o -TEDDY JOHNSON . . . Just
for remaining one of the most
charming people in show business.

To NEAL ARDEN, because very
few could have taken the heavy

To STEVE RACE, beyond doubt
the wittiest, most entertaining and
most competent programme compere
on British radio.

To SHIRLEY BASSEY, home-
grown star who has hoisted the
Union Jack on behalf of our vocal
entertainers_ in so many countries
throughout the world.

To NORMAN NEWELL, not only
for high standard of recording out-
put, but capturing Howard Keel for
his first-ever studio disc session . . .
introducing promising newcomers on
various EMI labels—Joan Savage,
the King Brothers, Laurie London,
Terry Wayne, Des O’Connor, Les
Hobeaux and a host of others . . .
Superyising the Judy Garland Capitol
recording in London . . . Obtaining
Dennis Lotis and Dorothy Squires
for Columbia.

To  FRANK SINATRA, BING
CROSBY and LOUIS ARM-
STRONG—they projected maturity,
priceless ability and the polish which
made * High Society *’ worthy of the
name.

To RUSS HAMILTON, another
“Gold Disc” winner with first
recording—and his own composition
. .. Only British artist this year to
enjoy .a sustained entry in America’s
Top Twenty charts.

To JACK GOOD, JOSEPHINE
DOUGLAS, PETE MURRAY and
all concerned with BBC-TV *6.5
Special * — a  glorious  victory
with teenage artists, also viewing
figures which must justify more
programmes designed for youth.

aywards

To CLIFF ADAMS, genius
arranger-director of best television
choir, The Granadiers—also respon-
sible for consistent all-round com-
petence of his group, The Stargazers.

To GUY MITCHELL, who proved
that a come-back is not only possible,
but can be maintained—and he had
the courage to admit how tough
things were when the going was bad.

. To BRIAN TESLER (ATV) and
ERNEST MAXIM (BBC) — they
deserve a D
compliment paid to them last month ;
both are producers equal to the best
in America — even greater in most

‘cases.
Nz

To DICKIE VALENTINE, despite
lack of a disc hit maintained his
top-level popularity — because he
continually improves his variety act
and standard of singing.

To ELVIS PRESLEY, whether you .

love or hate him, accomplishments
have made this artist the most suc-
cessful during the present century.

To JACK JACKSON, a man
gifted with creative talent . . . con-
§éantly brimming over with original
ideas.

To JIMMY PHILLIPS (chief of
Peter Maurice group of companies).
Most enterprising publishing house
of 1957, with notable hit parade

entries — *Mary’s Boy Child,”
* Tammy,” *‘ Handful Of Songs,”
*Good  Companions,” ' Water,
Water " and “-My Prayer ” . . . This

firm published * Freight Train " in
America.

To LEW and LESLIE GRADE,
whose enterprise was responsible for
innumerable U.S. stars appearing here

—besides dates” in America for Bri- |

tish artists.

criticism from this columnist like he
did—without blinking an eyelid.

To PAUL ANKA, on jointly
composing angd recording a No. 1
record (*“Diana ) both in Britain
and erica—at the age of sixteen!

To THE HI-LO'S. When tuneless,
‘inferior vocal groups were ali the
rage, they won acclamation of the
eritics and public here—with supreme
artistry of a sparkling quality.

To the KING BROTHERS, on
outvoting the Stargazers to become
Britain’s No. 1 vocal group . 3
eclipsing all rivals with their first hit
selling record (** White Sport Coat ')
—then following through with *“In
The Middle Of An Island” and
“ Wake Up Little Susie.”

To CYRIL STAPLETON, bccause
he proved that variety theatres can
still_be packed by dance bands of
musical class, featuring conventional
good singers — not so-called artists
on’lly worthy of the Eutter‘

o RONNIE HILTON, Britain’s
most improved variety artist . . . a
ballad booster who outpointed all
challengers spinning ** Around The

World ” . . his head measurements
have not increased.

=

THREE BIG HITS !
JACKIE WILSON

on

REET_PETITE

CORAL

AMERICA'S No. 1

YOU SEND ME

Recorded by SAM COOKE (London), TERESA BREWER (Coral)
ORCHESTRATIONS NOW READY

oo [V'Y ROSE-=

BURLINGTON MUSIC CO

Sole Selling Agents

SOUTHERN MUSIC, 8 Denmark Streer, W.C.2

LTD. 1/3 Brixton Road. S-W.9
TEM 4524

repeat of the previous . ..

of 1957

To DAVID JACOBS, first at the
winning post in the Disc-Jockey
** Derby.” i

To NANCY WHISKEY, for intro-
ducing feminine vocal charm into
robust skiffle music.

To PAT BOONE, an inspiring
personality “ to the youth of the
world.

To TOMMY STEELE, who grabbed
his opportunities with both hasnds

Britain.

To LONNIE DONEGAN, en-
hancing “his position as pioneer of
skiffle . those responsible for his
omission from Royal Variety Per-
formance are probably too ignorant
of latest trends m show business to
have a conscience.

Finally, to ANDY GRAY—con-
gratulations on  his  magnificent
Editorship of the NEW MUSICAL

XPRESS.

biggest box-office attraction in-

THE HI-LOS

An advertisement appearing In
the ‘ NME 1958 Annuai-:-~inhd-
vertently states that the Hi-Los
are represented in Britain by Lew
& Leslle Grade. This is incorrect
as their booking agents throughout
the world are

Music Corporation of America Ltd.

T
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