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Bootleg grime DVDs, turntables
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6 JANBROWN

King Monkey reveals his new album is
inspired by Michael Jackson’s ‘Thriller’

FRIENDLY FIRES
St Albans trio plan one last hurrab for
their experimental samba sound

PETE DOHERTY
The Babyshambles man is set to team
up with Dot Allison on an album of duets

17 NEW BANDS...

We introduce Kurran And The Wolfnotes,
Band Of Skulls and The Low Anthem
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LAN

44 ALBUMS

will The Rev, Cornershop and Julian Plenti's
efforts pass with flying colours?

IVET

46 THE WEEK’S BEST GIGS
The Mars Volta blow our minds, TV On The
Radio get tired and Fever Ray moves bowels

22 MUSE
Matt Bellamy talks paranoia, resistance and
exogenesis symphonies in their Italian studio

i 28 YO GABBA GABBA

i Check out the children’s TV showthat’s
featured turns from MGMT, The Shins
and The Ting Tings

| 40BRITPOP

; This summer’s been all about Blur and
Qasis, but does Britpop really mean anything
today other than nostalgia?

i 42 WHITE DENIM

i R Kelly, Captain Beefheart, Funkadelic...
just a handful of the bizarre influences
revealed by the Texan trio

| 10 MY MUSIC 12 PETER ROBINSON
! VS 14 LETTERS 64 GEAR & XWORD
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LOVELORN ELECTRO-FOLK

" MALCOLM
‘ MIDDLETON Zero

Ex-Arah Strap man Malcolm Is 3 walking compendiom of every
Scottish stereotype. He's gnger, pale, he drinks too much. He's also
possibly the most miserable, guilt-ridden bastard that ever lived.
But, playing true to Caledonlan form, he’s also really fucking funny.
This song, however, abandons his usuat wry lyrical twists In favour
of a simple, upbeat declaration that pairs his driving folk-rock with
Casio keys and unabashed emotion. 01t NVE Radio now

: ) :W il ' The Pastels, cardiganned
/ /{1 overlords of the C86 scene,

are a Glasgow institution.

Long inspired by underground
Japanese pop, their new album is
a colfaboration with Tenniscoats.
Like Isobel Campbelf singing for
Stereolab, it's a sepia-tinted piece
of sophisticated sentimentality.
On NME Radio now

NDIOSE RETURN

MUSE
United States Of Eurasia

We're so done with describing Muse as MASSIVE! or OUTRAGEQUS!, but, really, even hy
their standards, this is ridiculously over-the-top. Unlocked piece-by-piece from USB sticks
held by ‘agents’ kn six citles around the globe (yeah, we know), thls first taster from ‘The
Resistance’ begins as a piano’n’strings affair, before exploding into a multi-tracked Matt
Bellamy exdaiming ‘EURASIAAAA! in a ‘Bohemian Rhapsody'-style over and over, Makes
‘Knights Of Cydonda’ sound like Bon Iver. in a good way. Or Ununitedaurasia. miuze.imy now

& THE WARM 3
INVENTIONS
‘Blanchard

i it's been an eight-year walt for the return of Hope
. Sandoval's project with My Bloody Valentine

- drummer Cobm O’Ciosoig, hut it’s been worth if.

© This first single from comeback atbum, ‘Through
i The Devil Softly’, has immersed us ence more in

' Hope's world of bleak folk, gothic country and

* lush psychedelia. On Pitchfork.com now

TOM OXLEY/PEAM CHALKLEY

4 [NIXJE 2504y 2009
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LEMONADE
Blg Weekend

As hedonistic as poing to sleep sexuaﬂy :
sated in a bathtub fult of chocolate
raisins and cocaine, the debut single
from this Brookiyn three-piece sounds
more like the rush of your 23rd wind
on an eight-day-bender than a ‘Big
Weekend’, Latin rhythms and ravey
syniths find a middle ground between
the tribal delivium of Gang Gang
Dance and the good-times disco-funk -
of Friendly Fires. On NME Radic now

JAPANDROIDS
Wet Hair

The most surprising thing
ahout this teenage energy-
rush of a track is that all this
joyous racket is made by just
two people. Vancouver duo
Brian King and David Prowse
have heen turning heads in
North America with their
fuzzy, yearning garage-rock,
somewhere hetween Titus
Andronicss and Dinosaur Ir,
and their debut athum
proper ‘Post-Nothing’ is due

4

BIFFY CLYRO
That Golden Rule

Selling up without selling out - it’s a tricky one. Here the Biff are audibly making their
play for the big time. Hitting radio with the Impact of a comet to a continent full of stupid
dopey fucking dinesaurs, the lead-off single from their forthcoming album has one foot
in the stadium and one foot in the asylum, Al the grit and brimstone of early Foo

out over here next month ~ Flghters, but with spanners [n the commercial works in the form of awkward stabs of
get Involved now. strings and glitchy rhythms. “1'm looking for a reasan to secure a forward mation™, sings

On NME.COM/mp3blog now Simon Nell. Sounds like you've found it, Nefly boy. On VME Radio and NME TV ow

CHARLOTTE
HATHERLEY White

When Ash's fringe-flicking guitar
hergine feft the band in January
2006, it became clear who the
real punk-pop genius in the
ranks was. Her solo albums ‘Grey
Wili Fade’ and ‘The Deep Blue'
were underrated gems and it

looks like the third, ‘New Worlds’

{bar, hopefully, the ‘underrated’

bit} will stay true to form.

White’s jagged Wire-y guitars

are smoothed by Hatherley's
= smoky-sweet voice and

a lush, “ooh’-laden chorus.

g - O NME Radio now

ABL GLA MPHO
THEORETICAL GIRL Box N Locks

Mongrel guest singer Mpho sticks a tuneful

Red Mist two fingers up to the pigeonholing of black

artists with this defiant pop tune, crowing
We've waited for the forthcoming album from Southend-born Theoretical Girl for “het you didn’t krrow that I could do this too™

many a lonesome day. From the time we first saw her in tiny venues playingto a over a smart, bright chart missile Rihanha
backing track we were hooked. Totally individual, she combines dassical training would adore. Sassed up, taking no prisoners
with a love of post-punk and folk - it's minimal, moody and glamorous, ‘Red Mist’, and based on a sample of new wave classic
a needle-guitared paean to rage, is a taster of the joys to come. 0n MySpace now ‘Echo Beach’ by Martha And The Muffins, it's
{groan) box-fresh, Oi NME Radio now
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1an Browsn
relaxes in his King
Monkey house

NEWS

WHAT'S HAPPENED. WHAT'S HAPPENING

Exclusive

lan Brown:
My newl
albumis
Inspired b
‘Thriller’}

Stone Roses legend reckons ever song on his
new album is good enough to be a single

an Brown will tell his life story on “Tt wasn'’t the same room because that
new album ‘My Way' - however, studio’s gone now. But the actual room where
he’s not taken inspiration from Frank I made it was the same room that I signed the
Sinatra or even Sid Vicious. Zomba record deal in,” he said “We worked
The sanger has told NME that the key out that where his mixing desk1s was where
influence behind his sixth solo album is the desk we signed the deal was, so I thought

I

in fact Michael Jackson’s “Thriller’. that was really amazing ” ’ . { 1
“We thought, ‘Lct’s make an album that’s The album itself is set to feature
got no flab, where every song could be a tracks including For The Glory’, ‘Own “WE MASTE RED THE
single’. So ‘Thriller’ was our blueprint,” he Brain’ (an anagram of lan Brown),
explained. “Every time we wrote a song we ‘Always Remember Me’ (which sees ALBUM ON THE D AY
didn’t think was strong encugh, we just him coliaborating with multi-million- JACKO DIE D IT’S A
scrapped 1t. And we mastered it on the selling Japanese guitarist Naoto), —
day that Michael Jackson died tog, so a cover of Zager & Evans’ 196¢ hit ’ |
I'm taking that as a good omen ” ‘In The Year 2525’ and single ‘Stellify’. , ]
The approach seems to have paid off, with “It's really strong, I've got 11 songs, GOOD OME N k |
Brown claiming the album is his best work. all great lyrics, great melodies, great 1AN BROWN $
“I've called it My Way’," says the singer, beats, super-medern eontemporary
“because alot of the yrics are semi- sounding,” said Brown of the record. “I
autobiographical I'm singing aboutwhoIam,  wish¥dhad these songs whentwas21”
where I'm from, what I've been up to, where Meanwhile, Brown was unsurprised about a
©  Iwantto go, little bits about the Roses.” fan-led Facebook campaign (see bit.ly/NBbim)
Browm found that making the album, to get ‘Fools Gold' back in the charts when the
released on September 28, was more nostalgic  single’s reissued on July 27. “The country’s
*  than he mighthave expected, as it was kind of obsessed with nostalgia all the time,”
i recorded with ‘FEAR’ collaborator Dave he noted, though he did admit the classic
3 McCracken at Manchester's Battery Studios, band had been on his mind. “T've got a track
§ theplace where The Stone Roses signed their [on the new albur] called For The Glory'...
. E record deal with Silvertone/Zomba in 1988. that's about the Roses.” v
E] o~ -
6 NME 25 July 2009
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Nigel Godrich,
® And his very
[ sculpted beard

r'\..

Radlo
and the
Dead...

head

A4

‘ Radlohead s

M Thom Yorke
Strikes a pose

The legendary producer reveals he’s got
a new album and a film soundtrack on the go

adichead producer Nigel Godrich has

told NME he is simultaneously

recording the band’s next album and

scoring a film for Shaun Of The Dead
director Edgar Wright. The much in-demand
man is working on movie Scott Prigrim Vs The
World, an adaptation of a graphic novel
starring Michael Cera, 1t's about a rock star
who must defeat a gurl’s evil ex-boyfriends to
win her heart. Godrich has convinced genuine
bands to record songs for the fictional acts in
the film, which 1s out in 2010. “There are four
or five bands in the story,” he explained. “We
had to approach real bands to be the bands
that appear in the graphic novel and there are
real bands n the story that we had to call upon
too. Metric, Broken Social Scene and Beck are
all in there and they've all recorded onginal
songs for the soundtrack.”

Meanwhile, Godrich s also involved in
on-going sessions with Radiohead in their
Oxfordshire studio,

“We're pretty much working all the time,” he
said, adding that, while 1t was great the band
could record whenever they like, keeping the
whole band focused was tricky sometimes,
“It’s hard, I have a tough job because T have to
do a lot of personnel management. That’s no
reflection of them as people, that’s just how it
is when you have a body of work with any
band. It’s very difficult to try and keep things

RETMA/GETTY

moving, keeps things focused and exciting
for everybody”

He added that, despite the longevity of his
relationship with the band, there was no
chance of him getting bored. “F've been
working with them for 15 years and it’s been
brdliant, 1t’s really been the thing i my Life,
it’s my hfe’s work too!” he declared. “Our
relationship 1s such a long one and they're
among my best friends. It’s a very unique
relationship, I feel very happy and lucky for
1t to have happened.” However, Godnich
warned that, despite the band indicating that
they hope to play some new songs when they
headline the Reading And Leeds Festivals in
August, a follow-up to 2007’s ‘In Rainbows’
might be a hittle way off, explaiming, “I think
1t’s fair to say that it will be some time before
an album comes out”

A still from Edgar
Wright's Shaun
Of The Dead

Find more magazines at www.magazin

Lightspeed
Champion s
working with
former X Factor
contestant Dlana
Vickers, The pair
met at a Soho
poetry reading
and have written
two songs together

debut album.

CRIBS SURGERY

Amy Winehouse
divorced hushand
Blake Fielder-Civil
last week (July 16),
The pair's “quickie”

through at the High
Court In London, It’s

while workers were
building a stage for

GALLAGHER
ENTER EDEN

premlere ‘Dig Out
Your Soul’ there last

injured onstage in
Canada. Twn to

0asis tour souvenir.

The Stroes

JULIAN
CASABLANCAS
TO RELEASE
SOLO ALBUM

And the frontman could
be playing UK gigs

ulian Casablancas will release a solo
album this autumn - and will play
several UK gigs later this year, NME
understands.

The Strokes frontman exclusively told NME.
COM earlier this week that he Is set to make
his full return to muskc with album ‘Phrazes
For The Young’, which he is currently finishing
in Los Angeles.

The album was recorded in Casablancas’

New York hometown, Nebraska and LA with
producer Jason Lader. The Strokes man
also recorded parts of the record with
Bright Eyes’ Mike Mogis.

Tracks slated to appear on the albuminclude
‘River Of Brake Lights’, ‘Glass’ and ‘Ludlow St".

A trailer for the album can be heard now on
NME.COM and, in contrast to the taut driving
feel associated with his main band,
Casablancas’ solo material appears to
have a more expansive, sci-fi soundtrack
feel accompanied by '80s-tinged, space
ageimagery.

The singer has hinted he will play some Us
shows; however, NME understands he [s
looking into the possibllity of British dates and
there is a strong chance Casablancas will be
over hefore the end of the year.

The singer becomes the fourth Stroke to
undertake a project outside the band, following
releases from Albert Hammond Jr, Nikolal
Fralture’s Nickel Eye and Fab Moretti’s Little
Joy. Not that Casablancas hasn't been busy: he
released ‘My Drive Thru’ with Santigold and
Pharrell willlams, collaborated with Danger
Mouse on ‘Dark Night Of The Soul’ and was part
of a team that opened a Korean restaurant,
Shin, in LA, Despite all the solo activity, The
Strokes have been rehearsing in New York
recently and are expected to retwm in 2010,

25.uly 2005 HME 7



http://magazinesdownload.com/

Last dance?

Friendly Fires’ final
waltz at the carnival

St Albans band to send off their samba influences

with final single before they “turn into Dario G”

riendly Fires have told NME they're
itching to get back into the studio to
start work on their second album.

The band have already hinted at their
future by recording bewnd new single Kiss Of
Life" with prodaccr Paul Epworth {out August
31), but singer Ed Maefarlane and drummer
Jack Savidge suggest the track could be their
last carnival blow-up.

“We don’t just wanna write disco-y songs
any more, but I don't think we're gonna do
a full samba album either,” Macfarlane
explained. “Because that would be
fuclking awful, wouldn't it?"

Savidge agreed, stating. “I think I speak
for all of us when I say a calypso album
would just be a bit too Daric G

Macfarlane esplained he's particularly
pleased to have worked with Epworth on Kiss
Of Life’, which he says 1s Friendly Fires’ most
“full-on” South American-themed track,

[ »
- o |

) S'Ej:‘riz&.mlyzaos

Recalling a conversation with Foals
Jack Bevan about the in-demand producer,
he said, “Epworth’s completely on a roll at
the moment. [ was chatting to Jack and
he summed it up by saying ‘Paul Epworth-
he's winning at life”. That's the exact
description [ would use to describe him!”

However, with the band busy on the live
cireuit - they played a gig on a London rooftop
{July 14) and took part in the iTunes Live
festival (15) last week - Friendly Fires’
singer admutted they were as 1mpatient
as fans to get some new songs done.

“We're all really desperate just to be inan
actual room with some musical equipment,”
explained Macfarlane, adding that the band
are set to demo their second album in
September with recording sessions likely to
begin in January. “I've got abunch of ideas
on a laptop, works 1n progress. But then,
knowing us, all those ideas will probably get

serapped and destroyed as soon as we get

in the studio. Our first record 1s so varied,
and that’s what I liked about it. None of the
tracks really sound the same, We want the
next album to be just as varied as the first
one. It's just so hard to find time [to record]. .
but I'm not complaining.”

One of those shows keeping them from

the studio is a massive homecoming show
at St Albans’ Alban Arena on September 3,
a home counties venue not really known
for staging many gigs.

“The place usually has stuff like The Chuckle

Rrothers, Thomas The Tank Engine, Enter
Shikari - you know, kids’ stuff,” teased the
singer. “But we're playing there and that's
abig, big deal!”

“WEDON’T JUST

WANNA WRITE DISCO

SONGS ANY MORE”

ED MACFARLANE

We PhotoShopped
out £d Macfarlane’s
Fab Jolly for a laugh
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Discovery - ‘Sa insang’

Jack Pefiate - ‘Puil My Heart Away’
Boy Crisls - ‘Bohemian Grove’
Friendly Fires - ‘Kiss Of Life’
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PAUL SMITH
Maximo Park

Right now m loving...

PRENCH NAVY"
AMERA OBSCURA
S “Rt's just really exuberant.
™ | 1t’s got a kind of retro feel
to it, which I dont usually
like in music -1 like things
| that transcend any
particular era and it manages to do that
over the course of the song. Pve been a
fan of theirs for a long time 20 on the day
the album came out I went and bought it
and I've been singing it all day soit’s
definitely a good one”

Iwish I’d written...
A LITTLELOST'

RTHUR RUSSELL

“It’s perfect. His voice isn’t
necessarily the most
perfect thing, but that
frailty just adds to the
recording. I'vedonea
version myself. I played a concert with
my friends in Newcastle in March, just
playing covers and I did that song just
with a bass guitar. I hope it translated.

I think it did - it’s got a universal quality
to it that anybody can relate to.”

My karaoke song...
&FALL

ORLIGHT

o “Td never done karaoke
s @ R until I went to Japan.
p I reenamber doing a

, » Y Razorlight song, because

=, s [ thought Icoulddoa
good impression of Johnny Borrell.
think I pulled it off - you'll have to ask
other people whe were there. I'd heard it
on the radio and thought it was quite fun
-1 was doing a lot of rock moves and I
think he’s very much Mr Rock Moves.”

My first record...
PRz uDIC

IGEORG! ,‘llu, AE]
(to.';"f ‘F "1 loved the melodies and

q?#“ ,R.‘ I instructed my mam to go
out and buy me it when I
was about 11 or12. It’s got

el

alot af diffareet moods like acoustie soft

pop, but it also has more gospel-y stuff.
The lead single was ‘Praying For Time',
which is a really depressing record
about how bad manlind 1s.”

You've got to listen to...

Juumie ¢ “They're pretty much my
favourite band of all time.
Their album, ‘Liberty
Belle And The Black

Diamond Express',is a
phenomenal pop record — it has loads of
odd time signatures and interesting
guitar melodies. The lyrics are fantastic;
they go from quite funny, arty lyrics to
very heartfelt, loving ones. I was at
university and 1 got that CD out of the
library and became obsessed with it."

To make me dance...

“Tt's really awesome
Lukas, our keyboard
player, gave it to me
Iwas initially sceptical
but it transcends both La
Roux and Skream. It’s qu.:te silent in
the background while she sings; it

has a real ambient quality until three
minutes in and then the lagt minute
and a half is just proper going for it.”

FRANZ FERDINA

THE NEW SINGLE DUT NOW

7" BIW FRANZ FERDINAKD'S COVER OF
LCO SouNDSYSTEM'S ALL WY FRIENDS

DIGITAL rearess ALL MY FRIENDS

& REWIXES 8Y ENVPEROR MACHIWE & WHO MADE WHO

TAKER FROM THE ALBUM
TOMIGHT: FRANZ FERDINAND

AWMU AT
AWNETY MR DN

;iﬁ

Iloved his voice - I still do.

'LD s

A record by a hero...
ISS AMERICH
ARY MARGARET O'HARA
<~ i) “She only made one
~ « | record, which was released
" §"" | in1998.Shehasa unique
’f' K.* voice and not many people
would give her a chance
because it flies around all over the place,
it’s quite ethereal at times and she'll
improvise in the middle of a song.
There’s quite a few songs on that record
that are hard to pin down, I could listen
to them forever and still not know how
they were composed. I came across her
because she did the hacking vocals on
the single ‘November Spawned A
Monster’ by Morrissey.”

TNT STOP

-~

Paul Is very proud
of his shiny red
wristwatch. He got
it from a cracker

A tearjerker for me...

"WHO KNOWS WHERE
E TIME GOES'

NINA SIMONE
o “It was written by Sandy

@ Denny, one of the greatest
folk singers that England
has produced - her version

! with Fairport Convention

is stunning, but this Nina Simone cne,
from a live album called ‘Black Gold’ is
even better. She starts talking about
time, the whole song is about time
ehbing away. By the time she starts
singing it I'm almost in tears already,
then the song hite you snd it’sgotsuch
a brilliant lilting melody - I can’t listen
toit without feeling emotionsl ”

FEELING

l

. ‘.—- t«*

M I~M vINIM
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PETER ROBINSON Vs U5

She’s begging you
to buy her new CD,
and might show us
around her secret
spots in London

ello, Chrissie. Has your day
heen spent talking to people
like me an the phone?
“Nobody like you —I've

spoken to a couple of
giggly girls..”

| can giggle for you if you like.
“You're never going to be a girl.”

Belng a glggly giri Is a good trick
un-giggly girls sometimes use

when they're Interviewing.

“If it is a trick it’s a good one, because

it cheers you up and disarms you. When
people laugh it always cheers you up.
It’s a very good technique”

{ wonder how you feel about the whole
‘smiling In photographs’ routine,

"I had that as well. They say for some
people, the camera loves them. Well,
the camera hates me and I hate it back.
‘We're in a stalemate with each other.”

Have you seen NME recently, Chrissie?
“No, I haven't.”

Amazing. what do you remember of the
office when you worked here?

““We were a posse. It was a renegade
posse of mishts and back in days of yore
when an album came out they'd lay on
achampagne reception and we'd traipse
over and get wrecked and stand around
in an impenetrable little group becanse
we didn’t give a toss about anyone or the
record that was out. We'd just get drunk
then crawl back up the road to the office
feeling very pleased with ourselves.”

THE STONE ROSES

?Efﬁgﬁ-’ﬁ v

OUT 27™ JULY

AVAILABLE ON CD, 7* & DOWNLOAD
RE-MASTERED BY JOHN LECIE & (AN BROWN

i

AT NMEWE WERE A
~ RENEGADE POSSE
OF TOTAL MISFITS”

What expectations de you have for
your current album? To explain for
readers, it's a double album with one
CD full of new songs and another CD
fuil of greatest hits, yes?

“Yes. My expectations are that people
don’t buy records these days, but I turn
it loose on the world and if anyone likes
it, ine, and if they don't, that's fine”

like. I mean, come on, sex only takes
seven minutes and you can't get better
than that. And then because nobody
buys records any more, so I'm told,
we've got the CD with the other tracks..”

Putting a CD of your new material right
next to your greatest hits ~ iwiting
comparison, really - is guite brave.
“Well, the greatest hits CD is a cold:
blooded marketing attempt to get -

beg - people to buy the records. And
why not? It's free! Have it! And in the
meantime, there’s playing live - garden
sheds, casinos, whatever, If | can see the
whole audience I'm happy, and if 1 cant

People have been coming up with
variations on that since you were
writing for NME, though, ‘1 do what
1do and if anyore else likes it...'

“Well, the main thing is that you like it
yourself - I've made records I didn’t
think were great and that’s a shitty
thing. But this particular album I really

MSTRKRFT
HEARTBREAKER

featuring JOHN LEGEND
OUT MONDAY

1iTunes

www.mstrkrt.com
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see them all then I think it’s not about
rock’n'roll any more.”

| suppose your perception of rock'n'roll
could vary depending on your eyesight.
*It’s getting worse, to be honest.”

What keeps you enthusiastic about life?
“Just trying to enjoy it.”

Is it hard work?

“The principle of life is to go and enjoy it,
though. Like, for example, if you live in
London and haven’t bothered to go see
the rose garden in Regent’s Park, then..”

THERE'S A ROSE GARDEN IN
REGENT’S PARK!?

“You haven’t been? GO! What
time do you get up?”

At 6.36am.

“Well, if you're going on a weekend

I suggest you get there no later than
seven. Or - go at dusk.
Ipromise you that you will be
thanking me for that. If Ididn’t
have ancther appointment now
T'd come and I'd meet you after
work in the rose garden. And
Iwould show you a couple of
other secret favourite spats.”

What a lovely thing to say.

“HEY! Have you seen Let The Right
One In? Ithink it's still on... Chrissie
Hynde’s Weekend Recommendations!
Do it! See the world through my eyes!
Orbuy Time Out.”

FYL...

M Every Christmas Day, Chrisste drives
through & deserted central London, as
a treat

M Environmentally friendly option:
ride a bike

Bl NME meet-up at the rose garden next
Friday at 6pm - bring sturdy shoes

HOOTING &
HOWLING

THE NEW.SINGLE

10" LIMITEDEDITION
NUMBERED PINK VINYL
& DIGITAL - OUT NOW

WILD-BEASTS.CO.UK]
DON HORECORDCO.COM/' LDBEASTS
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LETTE

YOU WRITE IT, WE PRINT IT, EVERYONE ARGUES

was as tmportant as his music in what
he was selling. Thus, to critique his
personality is legitimately to critique
part of the gestalt that one buys when
buying a Michael Jackson album. And
he was a wetrdo QED - GH) Ohand
ITknow you gave Florence And The
Machine’s album a 5/10 (NME, July 4)
(Uh, 1t’s a 6/20 actually. Are you sure you
bought this issue - you weren’t just
flicking through it in Tesco? Because

if youwere, I'will set the marketing
department on yot ~ GH). So do you
think it 1s worthy of buying? (Yes. Just
so long as you never, ever, ever, under any
circumstances, play it—- GH).1 can't
decide whether to get it or not now
because of your review (Compromuse.
Don’t buy it, and donate the money you
save to a Jihadi terror cell - GH).
Laura, Leeds

Well done, NME, for not mentioning

Sky Saxon of The Seeds who died
recently (Qur pleasure - GH), you stuprd
moronic cunts have 10 pages donated to
Michael Jackson, yet not one word about
Sky Saxon (Oh, I see, sarcasm -~ GH),
Ibet most of your so-called journalists
don’t even know who he 15, what a bunch
of pathetic wankers you lot are, (Nope,
no wlea But we do know 50 enticing
trivia facts about each of the Kings Of
Leon - surely, these two ideals must
balance each other out? - GH) Do you
really think that Michael Jackson has
more influence than Link Wray, Hazil
Adkins and Sky Saxon? Do you, the
NME, think that they are less important
and you never wrote about them when
they sadly died, 1t shows the mentality
of the NME when you you go for media
ratings - let’s put Jacko on the cover,

Electric tears
before tea

’m not really sure what to make of ‘Crying
Lightning’, I love Arctic Monkeys, their first album
has been the soundtrack to the best days of my life.

‘Favourite Worst Nightmare’ was not a patch on the

MICHAEL
JACKSON:
STILL DEAD

first but it still was a great album filled with riff-racing
singalongs. However, on hearing ‘Crying Lightning’ it
seems as though my beloved Monkeys have taken a
turn for the worse, sounding more like Miles Kane’s
band The Rascals. What worries me even more is that
up to this point I have not been able to see the magic

of Monkeys live, and Reading Festival will be my first
encounter, but it seems they will be ditching favourites
to play a lot of new eerie and, dare I say, boring material.
Jack Osman, via email

‘Crying Lighting’ seems a very logical progression
from ‘..Nightmare’ — more muscular, more trading
tunes for texture. It’s well ’ard and all, but where’s the
fun, quys? Suddenly 2005 seems a long time ago.
Saying that, we've heard it’s a grower — GH
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NME It was all nice and lovely that

let’s sell more copies ~1t’s a sad day

you had done a tribute special to
Michael Jackson {no, really i1t was)
(NME, 4 July), but ] happened to come
across something interesting. Do you
remember your last album review of
Jackson’s ‘Invincible’® Huh? Do you
remember referning to Jackson as
Michael “actually quite scary now”
Jackson, a “fucking freak” and “a kit of
awanker”? Normally, I agree with what
you say, NME, don't get me wrong, but
doesn't that seem a it out of order to
you? There was really no need to get
personal like that. So now that Michael
is dead do you still think he 15 a “fucking
freak”? I'd like to see your smart answer
to that, (OK, here it 1s, Pop musicas art,
te. avalid subject for critical scutiny, is
closely tted to its author. Whereas hugh
art’can often operate with a distinction
between creator and creatton, pop music
15 in effect an ecosystem. Jackson,
perhaps more than any other pop starin
history, embraced this notion - that he

when that takes precedence over
a paragraph for Sky Saxon
El Gonzo The Third, vic email

Jacko: was he pushin”
(the bemercal} too hard?

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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TOM OXLEY/GETTY

It can’t be illegal if
it's love... right?

' .
Y/ -
STEPHEN, INVERNESS
“‘Here’s a picture of me with Weyne
Coyne at RockNess this year, /8
‘What a charming gent”

The late, quite good Sky Saxon got

his fair share on our website. A bit
deathed-out we were by then. Perhops
someone should’ve encouraged him to
gasp his last outside of the same week
as the world’s greatest pop star and
NME’s greatest writer - GH

TINTHE
NARK/LARK

T In The Park was a travesty this year.
The problem? Too many festivals on
the same weekend, Used tobe that

T was the only gig on that weekend -
now they share the bands with Oxegen
on alternate days. Thig1s leading to
lacklustre performances from the bands,
technical difficulties, ete. The Ting
Tings literally texted in their
performance (Bloody hell, gutted 1
mussed that - GH) - they looked
exhausted and that came across to the
crowd. The solution? These bands need

to wise up and choose TITP or Oxegen —
don’t try and kill all the Celts i one
weekend, because 1t just 1sn’t working.
This will sadly be my last T - and 'm an
old-timer from the Strathelyde Park
days, But I hear RockNess 15 pretty
good...

Alar, via email

My weekend was a 10/10, absolutely
brilliant, I saw Florence And The
Machine, The Virgins, Noisettes,

VV Brown, Broken Records, Lily Allen,
Passion Pit All memorable
performances. Roll on 2010!

Sarah, via email

Plunging a fist inte the mailsack,
there’s a lot of love and hate tumbling
in for T In The Park. The love, as ever,
centering chiefly around getting
twatted and watching bands; the hate
to do with last-minute cancellations
and locklustre performances. Some
of these correspondents enjoyed The
Killers. Their views were immediately
discounted. All I remember froma
couple of years back is that the press
tent dished out free energy drinks,

so the organisers clearly understand
how to treat a gentleman scribe.

This is my only opirion ~ GH

EXILE ON
MAINSTREAM

So, Neil Renton’s big idea to combat

the BNP s to propose a ‘Rock The Vote™
style campaign (NME, July 4)? I'would
take 1ssue with this for a number of
reasons. Firstly, he seems to think

that the desertion of the so-called
mainstream parties is the result of
apathy. As a potential voter in Nick
Gniffin’s new constituency who did sit
on their arse instead of voting, [ would
like to offer an alternative view. While I
deplore some of the BNP’s policies and
thus would never vote for them, there is
noway I could vote for any of the so-
called mainstream parties. Can anyone
really argue that voting for a party that
deliberately lied in order to drag this
country in to a war that has claimed up
to a nullion innocent lives 1s morally
superior to voting for the BNP? This
brings us to the failure of any credibility
on the part of professional ‘anti-fascists”.
While the hkes of Hope Not Hate and
UATF, ete. may be well-meaning, re-
hashing strategies from decades past is
leaving them increasingly impotent. The
solution 1s to create a credible
progressive political alternative, one
that walt take in the concerns of the
working class (of all ethnicities) along
with other disenfranchised groups, Until
this happens, for many of us, “sitting

on our arses” is pretty much the most
radical statement left,

Joanne Faraday, Manchester

LET US KNOY WHAT YOU THINK AT:

FOLLOYY CONOR AT:

This shortered version of Ms
Faraday’s letter is by far the most
sentient thing to slip through our
postbox since someone mailed usa
brainina jar. It’s an example to all of
you to bloody well raise the standard
of your letters until it’s worthy of
being grilled by Paxo on Newsnight,
My tuppence? Anti-Nazi League-type
campaigns are glad-handing,
preaching-to-the-converted, back-
slapping jerk-circles for the middle
classes: nareissistic students who
missed out on the Red Wedge era but
still want to shout fascist’ at
someone. Polarised ‘opposition’ is no
solution. In @ democracy, everyone
deserves to be heard, even the BNP.
Not to acknowledge that people have
real, if misguided, reasons for voting
for them is patronising. No, sunlight is
the best disinfectant: let them talk
policy and they’ll soon enough wither
beneath gales of derisive laughter. Try
Googling ‘Babes Of The BNP’ for proof
of this principle - GH

SAM ISAAC:
HE’S HUMAN

1 was reading your live review of Sam
Isaac (NME, July 11} and I'm disgusted
at how horrible you were, He 1s a human
being, yknow? All I'm hoping 1s that
Mr Isaac doesn’t read that review,
Grace Moran, Slough

Sam can’t read, so none of you
needs to tell him about all this,
OK? Schtum... - GH

SEND US YOUR LETTERS

Email: letterst nme.com Post: The
Letlers Page, MME, Elue Fin Building.
110 Southeark St, London, SE105U
Oh, and LOTW winnmers showld e
the same address to cfafm thoir prizes

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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In case you've still
not made your point

BAD JOKE CORNER

at’s Green Day’s favourite
nagazine? Do you know your e
MNME'! Haha... don’t shoot me.
JESS, PRESTON

Alright, but would you take a few
tokes on the tazer instead? - GH

natice Bruce Springsteen
singing the wrong words to
"The ’59 Sound’ when he joined

BAD MATHS CORNER
’ve just been locking through
the T In The Park pics on your
rhaite and how can it be
their 16th year if it started
in 1994? I was bornin 1994
and I'm 14!
'SRED FOLLOWILL’S R
WIFE, VIA EMAIL
Maths is not your strong peint
is it? - GH

MONKEY LOVE CORNER
When are people going to stop
complaining about the state of
Aretic Monkeys’ hair and focus
con their musie, WHICH IS
'WHAT THEY'RE GOOD AT?
LLIE, LONDON
Dunno, heard their hair is
poing sole - GH

RUMBLE CORNER
Jeceeezus!! What did The
Rumble Strips ever do to you?

ILL, VIA EMAIL
Well, it involves miscaleulaiing
tax liability on a pension fund

Say no more... — GH

LEEP CORNER
I can see shecp from m
E1in total.

CALUM, KINROSS

Z2222222222222 -« — GH
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Indie-pap death threats and
dethroning trust-fund folkies

KURRAN AND
THE WOLFNOTES

onsidering that music journos recording their debut with producer Stephen scrabble back some enigmatic points. “We'd
are generally (and justly) viewed  Street just exght months after forming, and like to keep a lot of elements of more classic
as thenerdy kids, hanging from  sounding like a less uptight Morrissey fronting  folk but still be up to date, * he says, “Maybe
the coat tails of their more The Mystic Valley Band as afront for plansfor  it’ll end up even darker and that’ll be the day
talented peers, it'sreassuringto  mass murder, so far they've lived a hermetic we crack and the lead singer from Seounting

bag a future massive band’s firstinterview, “If  existence. Kurran explaing; “We've not heen For Girls finds his stupid woollen hat pinned
you'd told me three days ago we would be together long and we didn’t really have any to his front door with a knife”
being interviewed by NME we wouldn’t have sort of pre-relationship. This lot responded to Kurran shps the new single (‘Whatabitch’,
believed you,” says the singerand titularhead  the demos I posted online, then wet ibernated,  out on October 19 as a seven-inch on Chess
of new folkists Kurran And The Wolfnotes. intensively rehearsing and throwing new stuff  Club) into conversation before locking
Considering they're aband that mux the together. We did a gig within three weeks of nervously at the two label staff on the next

most sultry snippets of shoegaze with the playing together becanse we were so cager.” table. “Sorry,” he says. “They told me to
bleeding heart of ancient folk, the polo-neck Drummer Chris tells us how he found a blog mention it.” Forget all the trust-fund fo kies
clad untouchables we were expecting never describing them as “travelling songs for the being thrust at us like a plastie toby jug, they

[ matcrialise. In their place arrive the five weary and woeful” and admits through don't even have beards. The new school of

g Wolfnotes, and they’re just swell. Currently blushes to lund of liking it. Kurran is quick to Brit fo'k has arrived. Rebecca Robinson

2
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CARRIESHECHTER

Everything changed with the name.
Southampton residents Russell (singing,
guitar), Emma (singing, bass) and Matt
{drums) used to be ealled Fleemg New York,
but now they’re not. The dark-hearted party
rockn’rol] that so charactensed their former
moniker 1s still an influencs, certainly, but
Band Of Skulls are making waves in away
their previous band did not, partly dusto a
{great) song called ‘I Know What ] Am’. “That
was definitely a turming point,” says Russell.
“We got the 1Tunes International Single Of
The Week, and that got us way more attention.”
The key part of that particular award would
appear to be the ‘International’ part, as this1s

ORTED EXPORT

Black-soul rock’n’roll coming home to roost

BAND OF SKULLS

a band - like Bush and Radiohead - before
them - who have spent far more of the last year
playing to sold-out andiences Stateside than
they have here. Their album ‘Baby Darling
Doll Face Honey’ (sample titles: ‘Dull Gold
Heart’, ‘Cold Fame’) was released by Shangr-
La back in March and since then they have
done nothing but play 1t to pecple. “We are
deing things our way,” says Emma, “and 1t
seems to be working.” UK. you've got some
catching up to do. Hamish MacBain

NEED TO KNOW...

What: Sump-up rock'n’roll from dahn souf
Download: ‘| Know What | Am’

Crooklyn camp-house for the darkest hours

CUBIC ZIRCONIA

From Lil Wayne’s ‘Got Money’ to Phil Colling’
‘Another Day In Paradise’ there’s a reliable
tradition of electro-flecked tunes to
soundtrack your recession nightmare, And
if you're one Final Demand notice away
from seeking help at the white trash care-in-
the-community projeet, you'll probably find
solace in Cubic Zireonia’s ‘Fuck Work’.
Mixing the Ying Yang Twins with bawdy
Chieago house, the tune from the New York
quartet bitchy sashays more than RuPaul’s
‘Supermodel”. “Saturday I went to work/But
Tgot Aired/I am unemployed/Anybody need
some work?/Fuck/Work”, sings Tiombe
Lockhart before descending into a crushing
crescendo of “No job shit/Shit/Shit shat!"

“I worked as a secretary for an investment
company and I was there for long enough to
get angry at all the people there,” explains
Lockhart. “I called my boss ‘sex daddy’
because I didn’t kmow if he wanted to fuck me
or be my father. There was a woman called
‘Sunshine’ who was always drunk and so
called her ‘Moonshine’. There was also ‘Sweaty
Lip’, ‘Angry Man 1’ and ‘Angry Man 2'”

She got fired, but, as soon as you're throwing
away your shekels to ‘Fuck Work"s dirty beat,
vowll be pleased she did. Priva Elan

NEED TO KNOW...

What: Hedonistic jams for the unemployed
Download: ‘Fuck Work’

The Low Anthem’s Jeff Prystowsky says of hus
band’s obsession with American folk lineage,
stretching back through Dylan and Guthrie to
dust bowl campfire singalongs, “We like the
honest hurt in those old tracks”, Yes, cowludz,
1t’s another US band who play in log cabins,
sup bourbon and snog alligators, Yet The Low
Anthem are also quite extraordinary, their
emotive odes ethereally sung and played on
battered old instruments. Imagine Tom Waits
wailting nervously in purgatory having popped
a couple of Xanax for the hell of it.

Frontman Ben Knox Miller formed the band
with Prystowsky at university. After recording
their debut themselves, classical composer
Joele Adams joined 1n 2006 and the band

18 BME 25 5uly 2009
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As en vogue as an Aran sweater can be

THE LOW ANTHEM

began to evolve towards the tantalisingly dog-
eared ‘Oh My God, Charlie Darwir’, their third
album but first to get a UK release. Prystowsky
says, “Part of the theme of the band 15 finding
new ways to use discarded things”, This
means restoring old pump organs and
covering ‘lost’ folk songs, and it even once led
them to go “dumpster-diving for cereal hoxes
which we used as packaging”. Playing bum
music which won't bum you out, if you don't
mind a bit of slobber, The Low Anthem could
be your find of the year Martin Robinson

NEED TO KNOW...

What: As essential to campfires as twigs
Download: ‘Charlie Darwin’
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PATRICK WOEF
THE BACHIEBE OR

“...Patrick Wolf is unlike any singer-songwriter
around. More radical, more talented, more
confounding.” - Observer

“The most convincing Kate Bush album of the
year turns out to be by a man... It’s a ravishing
production, and feels like a fresh start for a
brilliant career” - Uncut

“14 shape shifting tracks coalescing into
one epic psychodrama... the ballads
swoop and soar like vintage Kate

Bush... complex and beautiful” - Q

“a whispered breath away from
sheer perfection” - Clash

“you honestly won't hear a better
album this year...”
- Dazed & Confused

“A brilliant victory for art over
commerce” - Attitude

“Richly textured electro-pop
teems with flamboyance” - OMM

“an album that rushes over you
like a waterfall, demanding awe”
- NME

“original, imaginative” - Time Out

s patrickwolf.com
—— myspace.com/patrickwolf

azinesdownload.com
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LUFFING NEW MUSIC

The chartmare starting to faql ke the
last few dithering moments of a break-
up. Last week plans were announced to
start taking into account streaming
services as single sales. Now, considering
the fact that Pd spent the previous
evening on Spotify in aninebriated daze
of nostalgia that saw me trawl Sleeper’s
entire singles collection, side-stepping
into a few select Space hits and winding
up-don’t judge - with 17 instantly
regretted plays of Finley Quaye’s ‘Sunday
Shining’, the whole idea seemed
troubling. Would that mean 17 sudden
‘sales’ registered? whether it’s a case of
shifting parameters morphing what the
charts represent in tune with today's
atien industry, or a matter of folks
kidding themselves that yesteryear’s hit
paraide systems are representative of the
here-and-now, whae knows? But no spliff-
induced eventuality that sees Finley
Quaye allowed a renaissance should ever
be countenanced.

Mayhe a hark back to the sans-bulishit,
cut-and-dried law of the playground is in
order - maybe new bands could be
assessed on how hard their dads are,
Inwhich case, we’ve got some of the
highest-flying
debutants
imaginable coming
up. Next week,
grizzly hardcore
punks Government

' Warning nestle up
to New Education {above), whose dads
we're assured are basically Marlon
Brando Godfather-esque figures
round Stoke way. Following that we've
got burly Stockton graft-rockers Young
Rebel Set juxtaposed with Toronto’s
hyper-buzz R&B star Drake, whose old
man we've been assured is tonk-as-fuck.
1t’s mayhe not the most accurate of
harometers, hut it makes abott as much
sense as the way things are headed.
Plus, it’ll wheedle-out all those trust-
fund twees that persist in plaguing
our soul-starved nation.

Jaimie Hodgson

fs

EMAIL JAIMIE:.

OR CHECK OUT HIS RLOS:

=

Omar Souleymw
ushers in a new
erain techno

SCENE UPDATE

Jaimie Hodgson sees

eople describe Barcelona’s
Sonar festival as being less of
aparty, and more of a lesson
inwhere dance rusic 1s
headed. Tt actually reminded
me of a lesson I'd had before. Namely the
politics AS classes I took in sixth form,
where I sat next to this mad-genius psy-
trance acid fiend who once turned up at
the coach to our summer Belgium
parliament trip at gam smoking a spliff,
having dropped three tabs and an E.

DUBSTEP IS TAKING
OVER, AND THERE’S

NOTHING ANYONE
CAN DO ABOUT IT!

First in Sonar’s 2009 curriculum was
Mr Omar Soulezinan. Syrian techno
has so far somehow managed to evade
the international limelight, so, you may
be thinking, why now? Why, in 2009,
has a soundtrack only previously heard
in fuzzy snippets blaring from the hot-
wired radios of illicit mini-cabs suddenly
become quite literally THE hippest beats
around? No-one knows - least of all Mr
Souleyman, judging by the enchanted:
yet somewhat-perplexed expression on
his face as he toddled ino the stifling
Barcelona sun at 5pm in a full set of

Sonar sc

Syrian techno and battery acid rain,

the future of dance

thick linen robes and headscarf.

Still, as the muffled of f-beat kicks
and strangled, snaking synthetic
pipes of ‘Leh Jani’ caught his
relentless thousand-yard-stare
incantations, elevating them with
an entrancing majesty, his genius was
totally undeniable. The fact that no-one
had the faintest cluc what he was
actually on about seems to amplify
the whole scenc ten-fold

Sonar and BBC Radio 1 are basically
playground BFFs, Every year
the line up is riddled with bills
curated by the daddies of the
UK airwaves. If one lesson can
be learned from this year's
teachings, it’s the same one
that’s been impossible to
escape of late: DURSTEP IS
TAKING OVER AND
THERE'S NOTHING ANYONE CAN
DO ABOUT IT! There’s even a Mark
Ronson of the scene now, in the form of
Huw Stephens’ BBC Introducing guest
of honour, Baz« Cli' . He thundered,
squelched and palpitated his way
through a set of hands to-the-sky,
bowels to-the floor live
trombone’n’bass, as a curtain call to the
daytime proceedings. Priceless.

Queen of the scene and Bestest DJ Left
On The Station Mary Anne Hobbs
unveiled her next annual chapterin the

genre’s evolutions at the aireraft hanger-

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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Bass Clef: Blows,
|doest’t suck

bound after-dark festivities of Sonar By
Night. She'd cal’ed in the sexvices of The
Gasd ' , who's basically what
happened when Mala from Digital
Mystikz fuscd DNA with Hacksaw Jim
Duggan ar.d Mix Master Mike in atest-
tube somewhere in backwater America.
He utilised his Sideshow Bob hair by
moshing round the stage to mixes of
Jim Hendrix's Fire’ 1n between
monsterous bass-quaking mash-ups.
Not one for purists, then. Following that,
over on one of the mahoosive open-air
stages, Rustie brought his inirmtable
battery-acid-rain brand of mid-
frequency, pitter-patter dubstep, cut-
and paste with trancey gurning
Alabama-style rap records. As I'm sure
you'll all agree, a rather tantalising
serving suggestion.

Asall good essay-writing students
know, you should always draw
a conelusion; NME’s 1s that nothing
in dance music makes any ota of
sense anymore, and it’s all the better
forit Plus, all dubstep needs now is its
own Fatboy Slim (maybe Rusko?) and
i'll be cleaning up at the Gramrnys.
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NME heads to Muse’s studio
in Italy’s glorious Lake Como
to hear their new album,

and finds a band on the
verge of unleashing a

darkly parancid fifth album

ome words to describe Lake Como,
Lombardy, northern Italy: tranquil,
peaceful, serene, total fucking parad...
Actually, scrateh that: here are some
words, written by one Percy Bysshe
Shelley, about the very same place: “It
exceeds anything I everbeheld in beauty.
It is long and narrow, and has the
appearance of a mighty river winding
among the mountains and the forests,”
(always did have a way with words, that
lad). Above, dotted around one of the
largest, deepest lakes in all of Europe, are some of the most
incredible houses yop could ever wish to see. George Clooney
owns one, which he lent to David Beckham earlier this year.
In another, James Bond recupers t d (and of course got laid)
n Cesino Royale, while in anot w r, Jurch Vader - Anakin to
his ma - tied the knot to his childhrod sweetheart in secret.
Oh yeah, and in another, but a ¢hert journey trom the studio
where he and his band have just finished recording their fifth
album, lives a boy named Matt Bellamy.

Some words to describe ‘The Resistance’, Muse’s fifth, first
post-Wembley-shaking album, off the back of one very loud
playback through said studio’s mixing desk: romantic, yet
awash with 21st-century claustrophobia - a record with things
on its rind. Opener ‘Uprising’ finds Matt singing, overa
Marilyn Manson-style electro-glam stomp, of how “parancia
ts in control” and how “the fat cats should have a heart attack”
and how “they push drugs to keep us all confined”. Infact, the
same ‘they’ recur on the second, title track - Matt wondering
whether ‘they’ will “find our hiding place” and opining, over
tribal drums and a piang melody in the style of ‘Starlight’, that
‘they’ also “won’t stop Bringing us down”. Elsewhere, there is
talk of how “pous and me fall in line/To be punished for unproven
crimes” (‘United States Of Eurasia®), and how “you learn by the
nunﬂzgrs/l,osing life’s wonder” (‘Guiding Light”) and, most
explicitly of ail, how this young Lake Como resident wants to
“bush it beyond peaceful protest” so he can “speak ina
lunguage that they” - ‘they’ agan - “will understand”
{‘Unnatural Selection’). ‘MK Ultra™s spidery riff 15 topped by
talk of “replacing love and huppiness with fear”, and the closing
+ 'Expgenesis: Symphony’ - which, over three parts, clocks in at
over 12 minutes - similarly paints a picture, over'classical
strings recorded in Milan, of “the edge of all our fears™ A scary
place, then, that world outside the window.

“Watching the news has been a major influence on this
album,” Matt Bellamy admits, sat upstairs in the lounge area
after our nlayback “You know, just brainwashing myself with
BBC News, and also realising how much brainwashing is
actually doming out of that stuff, There’s definitely a feeling of
wanting change in England, of how everything’s just going old-
fashioned. That was all going off in the making of this album.
I think in England itself people have woken up to the fact that
we don't have a democracy any more and our parliamentary
system is completely out of date and the news media1s
particularly skewed. Having lived in England for the past five
or 10 years has been quite an experience because we feel like
we are totally powetless, I've noticed it more so than other
countries. The whole banking erisis has been very bad in
England, and the whole MP thing, and alsc that we've been
taken into a war that we don't agree with on the coat tails of
the USA. There’s a fecling about being English in the past few

"VP 25July 2000 NNME 23 12 B
: g.k’nload.com

\l:i;-
"y
5

®


http://magazinesdownload.com/

T

»

- ™ .

Muse’s three NME Awards
dominate the mantelpiece

vears of, ‘Fucking hell, we don’t have
any eontrol over our lives’”

And yeah, yeah, he doesn't crirrently
live in England. But...

“Tt comes from a person who feels
Eng.ish at heart, who's not in England
and is almost over-brainmwashing
themselves with news from England,
because they feel like they’re losing
touch with it. At the same time, that
gives you an objective view to what's
actually going on there”

Does he perhaps focl a duty, as
a rock’n’roll star, to reflect all thie?

“No. T don’t fecl a duty, noreven
cornpelled. I was just interested in that
stuff, and the music reflects who the
people making it are. If I was more
interested in doing other things and had
a completely different lifestyle, I'm sure
that would come out in the music. It
depends on how you take it. You can
take it in a light way if you want te, Like,
every time the vocals kick in in ‘United
States Of Eurasia) it just makes me
fucking laugh every time, because
it’s so outragecus, like a scene from
Highlander, so for me that’s very funny.
And there’s other bits, like the glam rock
beat in ‘Uprising’. To me, there’s a light
side to the band, which is on there.

Of course there’s some heavy stuff in
there as well, but I like to thinkthat
we mix it up enough to not make
people come away feeling jaded.

I want people to come away feeling
exeited and duaven.”
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“NE'VENEVER FELT LIKEWE'VE
HAD ANY BOUNDARIES. WE'VE
NEVER WANTED TO PULLBACK”

DOM HOWARD

But there definitely seem to be quite
alot of recurring themes like fear,
alienation and that kind of stuff -
you mention “the thought police”.
There'’s that line in “Undisclosed
Desires’ where you sing of “pushing
it heyond peaceful protest™...

“Yeah. That's the edgiest moment
regarding resistance - how are we going
to make a change? I think I've put
forward the idea in the album that love
and peaceful protest 1s ultimately the
best way, but you can’t help thinking
that sometimes it’s not enough; there’s a
fine line, and 'm treading that fine line,
You could bury yourself in the idea of
your girlfriend or someone you love and
forget about anything else, or you could
use it as a method of protesting - inthe
Gandhi sense that peaceful resistance
is the best form of resistance. But then
there’s the idea that kicking a few shop
windows in also helps as well! The
album is teetering between all those
different versions of resistance.”

Ask the other two members of Muse -
Matt, Dom and Chris are all to be
interviewed separately today — how they
feel about this politicised direction, and
they are inclined not to interfere with
their singer’s vision. “With thu lyries
and stuff, me and Dom don't realiy get
involved,” says Chris Wolstenholme,
the tall, affable bass player. “Usually the
first time I hear the 'yrics is when Matt
comes in and says, ‘Are youready to do
the backing vocals?”. Butit’s not really
something me and Dom have ever got
involved in, 'cos it’s quite a personal
thing and 1t’s the one thing ¢ at I feel
like no-one else has got the right to
comment on, When it comes to guitar
parts, bass parts, drum parts, then
everyone’s very open to putting forward
ideas as to how we should be playing
things, but when it cormes to lyries it’s
a totally different thing altogether and
it's something I'vc always left Matt to.”

Dominic Howard, happy, also affable
drummer, agrees: “A lot of things that
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Guitar? Check. Bass? Check. Drums?
WRONG. This time around it’s gongs all
the way. 8loody massive gongs at that

Matt’s singing about are things we were
generally talking about over the course
of the album anyway. But me and Chris
never really hear the lyrics. Orreally
alot of the singing at all. Imean,
sometimes e do some loose ideas, but
since we started the band, like, 16 years
ago or something, we've never done
archearsal with Matt singing. We only
ever hear him sing when we do a show
or record a picce of music. So it's all
kind of new, you know?”

ne thing they will all
happily enthuse about, at
length, is The Music. This
being Muse (and Muse
without a producer, no
less) it was always going
to be over the top. But
‘The Resistance’ 15
without question even bigger, even more
massive and over-the-top than anything
they've done previously,

“Tis album reminds me of ‘Origin Of
Symmetry’ in a way, because ‘Origin .”
was where we really let ourselves go
without any fear,” Matt offers. “I think
we've done the same on this album It's
something we needed to do and it was
good working without a producer
because we thought we'd run into
problems. We did have alot of problems,
fights and arguments, among the band,
but we made decisions really quick;
we're more decisivc than we were
on the last album.”
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“There’s no range when we're in the
studio, no range holding us back,
particularly not having a producer,”
continues Dom. “We just let ourselves
go. We've never felt like we've had any
boundaries, so sometimes when we do
something that might be a bit complex,
or a bit weird or a bit funny or a bit over
the top, it’s always made us go, ‘Ha, ha,
ha, that's quite good, isn’t t? That’s quite
funny!’ But we've never, like, wanted to
pull back, there’s no reason we should
have any restrictions. Or we don't feel
that way, anyway.”

“We always like to push things to the
lirnit,” concurs Chris, initially at least.
“But sometimes when were in the
studio, things go so far that we kind
of have to pull them back a little
bit. Tt is easy to go too far sometimes
and just make everything seem like
ajoke ButthenIthink it’s nice to have
things like that every now and again
because it makes people rcslise that
we're not deadly serious
all the time. I think there’s that
misconception with us that everyone
thinks we’re really serious and sit
around talking about polities and the
state of the world everyday. And we
don’t. We're aware of 1t and it upsets
us, but we're not like that as people,
and I think when people hear the
album some of the lyrics are quite
serious but bits of it are more tongue-
in-cheek, And soma of them do make
you Jaugh quite a bit.”

Certainly, there are funny, quite
gloriously over-the-top bits The layered,
“I'want to ride my bicycle” vocals in the
bridge of ‘United States Of Eurasia’
being something of a peak (Dom. “We
thought that was too good to take out,
sowe left it 7). Elsewhere though,
musical adventure abounds,
particularly on ‘Undisclosed Desires’.

“That was one of the first songs I've
ever done when I don't play anything,”
says Matt. “T just sing. It's just string
samples that have been edited and
rhythmically placed with an electronic
drumbeat and Chris playing bass. So
it’s a song where we all do the opposite
of what we normally do, Dom did
electric drums instead of acoustic
drums, Chris played the most
embarrassing style of playing that
you can play and T just did nothing.

Tt's like the anti-Muse song.”

Most aston'shing and over-the-top of
all, however, is the closing, three part
‘Exogenesis: Symphony’, a classical
picce that was put together by Matt over
the course of many years, but which he
now had the time, given Muse’s own
studio setup, to fully realise.

Chris- “You can always just take the
band away from that track and just have
the orchestral bit and it would still be
beautiful. Ijust think it's a stunning
piece of music and we've never done
something like that before, where you've
got gll these songs that are in different
movements. The orchestra were the
main bit of the song and the band was
more of a backdrop. The strings were at
the forefront. 1t' fucking astonishing.”

Dom: “It’s a reul journey that song as
well. It's kird of... you can't really hear
what Matt's singing 1n the first part so
much, but the whole song 1s about
leaving this destructive planet we've
created, leaving it behind to go and
populate somewhere alse in the
universe, Soit’s a big journey
anyway, it’s a big kind of filmic,
visual journey as well

And will the world’s most decorated
Best Live Band be attempting
to replicate this spectaclen
stadiums and arenas?

"Well,” says Matt. “We'll give it a go!”

Lake Comp: nat a
patch on Teigmnaouth,
but what can you do?
1T
R IO

——

ome more words to
describe ‘The Resistance”:
a gigantic leap forward for
aband who many must
have felt could not make
any rnore gigantic leaps
forward, especially given
those two Wembley shows
that so felt ike some kind of pinnacle.
An album that moves into musical
pastures new, with forays into both R&B
and classical, but which retains the
strengths of this most uniquely placed
of British bands - the very large riffs,
the operatic vocals, the willingness, the
unrelenting desire to be more and more
overblown and outrageous. A stupid
record, that will make everyone who
hears it - not least, again, its creators -
giggle at certain points, but 1n the way
that fun reck records should make you
giggle. A political record, albeit one
whose targets are unspecific - more
about planting seeds of unrestin
people’s minds than providing any
solutions. So, Matthew, in your words:
is ‘The Resistance a concept album?

“No, because a concept racord implies
that you had a pre-planned musical
narrative and it wasn’t like that. For me
there were pre-planned lyrical anchors
that if I was in doubt I could turn to, but
it wasn’t necessarily a narrative thing.”

But you agree that there are themes
running through it?

“1 think if you had to boil it down to one
theme, it would be the idea that there'’s
somc sort of romance taking place in
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this, call it contemporary England, with
all the bollocks going on everywhere -
you just think to yourself, ‘It’s a bunch
of bollocks, isn’t it?’, So if I was in doubt
as to wharr to go with a certain lyne

or song I'd go back to those initial
thoughts. Like Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-
Four. I rcad that book when 1 was at
school and T only really took in the
political side of it, but T read it again
about a year ago and the romantic side
moved me - this idea that love was the
only place where there was some
freedom from all the bollocks The act of
love can be a political act in those kind
of scenarios, as the one place where the
state can’t invade your privacy. That
love story touched me much more than
the overall political meaning of the
bock. So I'd say that was one of the
cornerstones of the album, really, the
love story in that boolk”

Some final words about Muse:'1opeful,
ambitious, self-aware, funny, lovely,
lucky people who adore what they do,
maybe stating the bleeding obvious
sometimes, but stating it louder, prouder
and more powerfully than anyone else is
doing at present. And, with their fifth
album, about to get even more massive
than they already are doing so.

o

Head to NME.COM/photos for a Muse
gallery and some great band quotes
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The Sheffield native lets
us into his bedroom and
reveals the secrets of
his distinctive sound

short distance from the
Steel City’s modernist
Sheaf Square, juxtaposed
by its classicist Grade
[IHisted City Hall lies
a humble terraced dwelling. The
inhabitant? Toddla T - or Tom Bell,
as he was christened by his mother,
who today answers the door to NME.

It seems that the new face of hedonistic
dancehall riddims - some 23-year-old
kid from Sheffield with bed head and
sleep crusted in the corners of his eyes
—has forgotten his interview time and
overslept in the house he shares with his
retired college lecturer parents. Bless.

If you've already picked up on Toddla’s
debut single ‘Do U Know’, or his new
long player ‘Skanky Skanky’, then you'll
know his music is deeply intertwined
with the changing landscape of the
city where he was born and bred

Breathing new life into reggae
beats, powerhouse rhythms and
erunking techno bleeps first heard
by the likes of local band Cabaret
Voltaire, his mash-ups of Jamaican
rhythms and the quintessential
electro ‘Sheffield sound” have made
big waves; he's already worked with
one of hip-hop's modern legends,

Roots Manuva, enticed poet Benjamin
Zephaniah into a collaboration and
made a life-long fan out of Hot
Chip’s Joe Goddard. Not bad going,
you might think. But Toddla, laptop
in hand and locking a little bit
confused, tells us that things haven't
always been that simple, as album
track Road Trip’ might suggest,
with its lyric “! play tunes to people/
People pretend to like it

“To begin with, most people didn’t
really give a fuck. I really hated
supporting bands. I did a gig with
Reverend And The Makers at Sheffield
Academy once and absolutely no-one
gotit," says Toddla, as he leads NME
into the abyss of his attic room and
home studio space in his parents’ house.
“But when I put out the first single and
started DJing around the country, it all
kicked off. It was like, "Wow, people
actually enjoy this shit’”

And so, In a room strewn with trainers,
flyers, records, T-shirts and pants
(all clean, we're assured), NME takes
a sneak peak at the building blocks
of New Yorkshire’s latest great
architect of sound...
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DEBUT SINGLE
‘DO U KNOW’

“When it came out | didn't think | would
make an album. | just thought it was golng
to be a one-off. | thought I’d always be
making music and being a D}, 1 just didn’t
think that people would be interested
enough to warrart making an album. We
just put thils out as an experiment and the
reaction was amazing - all the press, all
the MySpace messages, all the D) bookings
and fees going up - everything.”

SIZE?
“j was workIng at this shoe shop

at the same time | got signed and

1 didn’t want to leave. I'd been
working there since { was about 13.
i'd wake up, go to work, see loads of
people in the shop, then I'd go to
the studio and bJ and then back to
work and talk about it. 1 thought

i | took my day job out of the
eguation | wouldn't feel the same
about the music. But music ls full-
time now and I love it. I love going
to the studio. I'm sure I'll have the
occasional moan and go, ‘This is
shit', but it's normally to my missus
or mates. | still can’t befieve that
1 make money off It - it’s mental,”

i St

ROOTS MANUVA
‘SLIME & REASON’

“t was involved with three tracks on
this. He was seeing somte friends two
doors up and just came around to do
some tunes, If | hadw’t worked with
Radney [Smith, aka Manuva} i don’t
kinow if | would have been able to make
. my record, The press and profile it gave
\ me was massive. it gave me more

—_
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NOTORIOUS BIG TH
‘READY TO DIE’

“This is the first record that made me fall
in Jove with hip-hop. 21y cousin taped It
for me when | was about 10 and I listened
to It loads and t thought It was amazing.
~Before | heard this | was just listening to
~ popand shit, kids* music like ‘NOW... 33"
or whatever. { didn’t really understand
. thereferences at that age, ) just thought
It sounded right good. The beats are sick!
Proper hip-hop beats. 1t was just hefare
i the whole bling era, so it's just vaild shit,
Obviously I haught it fater on vinyl when |
was buying records to DJ with, | still love
‘ it now, | love the way it iooks, I stili think
o

-

TURNTABLES
“These particular turntables I've had since | was 17. 1 saved
up all my mortey from working and that and managed to get
0 them. But I've had decks since | was about 12, so they've
always kind of been around 'ces 1 always wanted to be
a b, Ever since F was a kid | knew that's what | wanted to do,
because I just right liked hip-hop. | used to watch Yo! MTY
Raps all the time, | used to tape it because it was on really
{ate and then get right Into it. Then | started buying loads
of vinyl when | could afford It. All I ever wanted to he was |

the album is amazing. It's Just wicked.”

) J a bJ and play records.”

vl e \\
» .
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HOME STUDIO
. “1 didn’t make ‘Skanky Skanky'
q on this home studio, but this is
- A where { write a whote load of

shit. | write most of my tracks
on here because I'm travelting
at the time. 1 do a lot of
remixing heve and that - | know
1 can just get it right here. |
think this is from, ilke, the *70s
or ’80s. Everyone uses software
now and plug-ins and shit. | can
just get a fot of weight out of
this. It sounds very heavy, very
sheffield to me, very etectronic,
heavy, bieepy, bassy. 1t’s got

a massive dynamic range, 1t’s
just so essential to what 'm
dotng. All the stuff round here
that's good isn’t ctean - we ke
it rough around here.”

o
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< new stuff and looking for new shit.”

DIGITAL RADIO

“This thing wakes me up every day. Although
my sleeping pattern is fucked, so that steep
hutton gets hit hard. | haver’t really got the
dlscipline to get up. I used to be late for work
all the time when | had a proper job at a shoe
shop in town catted Size?. if there is no reason
to get up it makes it a dittie bit warse and
that. Sometimes | do have to get up and catch
trains and stuff. I listen to 1Xtra a lot just to
keep me in check with the movement in the
mainstream and that. I like all the daytime
presenters 'cos they're right charlsmatic and
stuff. 1€s kind of like my job to listen out for

g

SUPAFIX RECORD
“This is a bootleg 12-inch and was
put aut by a bJ called Pipes. Supafix
was a collaboration between Ross
\ [Orten] and Winston Hazel who
I thought was just totzally amazing
\ ] when | grew up as a D). The rhythm
track was aid down about five years
ago and it was a staple of my set for
A avery fong time. It's very Sheffield.
- If | get a tune and it's from Shefficld
— '| and | think iv’s amazing I'tl remix it.
The scene here has got such an
amazing history, but as far as going
out and that it isn't great compared
to other big cities, and that has
always been the case. But that’s
its charm as well ag

+
-
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INDUSTRY
LOCKDOWN VOL 1:
THE UNTAPPED
PROJECT

“f used to buy loads of these hootleg DVDs.
This one is a British documentary
featuring a fot of up-and-coming hip-hop
and grime acts, A lot of names were
coming out of Landon and it was kind

of the only way you could see them. So

. 1 just got to see the exciting British MCs

that weren’t around heve. Dizzee features
on here before he was massive and people
like Tinchy Stryder. | used to be pretty
much obsessed with this DVD and watched
it all the time. This was kinda before the
whole YouTube and MySpace thing as
well, so it was essential for being able

to see what was going on.”

1965 NECKLACE
“F signed to 1965 Records last year, but
had heen putting records out with them
since my first release. Other record
iabeis approached me but didn't really
get it. But 1965 did and, more
importantly, they didn't try to change
it. Others trled to mouid me into a more
poppy sound. ) suppese at the time

i first started out it was a bit difficult,
but now with the whole dubstep thing,
and other British acts like Chipmunk,
Tinchy Steyder and Dizzee Rascal, these
sounds are a hit more relevant. If f¢
excites me then that's all that matters.”



http://magazinesdownload.com/

BLIMEY, THE KOOKS
ARE LOOKING ROPEY
THESE DAYS...

. o 1

No, silly, of course it’s not Luke Pritchard and co. It’s the cast of Yo Gabba Gabbal,
the best, most psychedelic, most punk rock, most indie kids’ TV show ever

Gabba Gahba hey:
{I-r) Toodee, Muno,

| Brohee, Plex, 5J
Lance Rock and Foofa

2.8 NME z5July2009
Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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pneumatic beat
pummels with
teeth-grinding
220bpm
buoyaney.In

the foreground
agangly twerp in
a bright orang= spandex baby-
gro and matching furry hat flails
out of time. Behind him, a warty
red Cyclops, a green tri-horned
monster, a pink bubble with eyes,
a yellow robot and a blue cat/
dragon hybrid all jiggle from side-
to-side amid a Crayola landscape
of green cartoon hills and salmon pink
mountains. These, believe it ornot,
aren’t the hallucinatory visions of a
Dutch raver, squirming on the floor
outside his aireraft hanger hoe-down at
7am This, kiddies, is a snippet from the
intro sequence to the most important
children’s show currently broadcasting.
This is Yo Gabba Gabba!.

The brainchild of two wayward punk-
rockers-cum-Mormon missionaries,
YGGhis the ultimate insight into
generation-Z. Inheriting Sesame Street's
playful life-legsons, as well its penchant
for pop-culture guasts, the cult success
of the show has found stars from across
the globe begging its creators for a
chance to teach the yoof to tidy up, clean
their teeth or often just ‘dancey dance’
Recent series have included segments
helmed by performances from MGMT,
The Shins, The Ting Tings, The Roots,
Ladytron and Chromeo, as well as
Holiywood Alisters Jack Black and
Elijah Wood, to name but a few.

“It’s a pre-school mash-up,” says co-
creator Christian Jacobs, spetling out
his show’s sleeve baring collage of
influences. “Aside from the obvious
Sesame Street, .n the mix there’s
Pee wee’s Playhouse, The Kenny Everett
Televiston Show, lots of stuff from
Japan, and of course, all of the Sid
and Marty Krofft shows,” he cites,
tellingly, of the prolific kids’ TV
production diuo who have drawn
many a comparison to Jacobs and
his creative partner Scott Schultz,

The brothers, responsible for cult
US shows such as HR Pufnstuf,
Lidsville and the recent Will
Ferrell rmovie-adapted Land Of
The Lost, were similarly plagued
with aceusations of psychotropic
experimentation for their shows’
psychedelic and occasionally unsettling
fantasy characters and plotlines.

A dip 1nto the parental blogosphere
(yes, it exists and it’s exactly as riveting
as you'd expect) reveals numerous
stuffy rants on YGG!'s unsuitability,
“You get those guys who assume we
must be chemically dependent because
they think the show’s twisted and dark,”
Christian tuts, confused. “It may lock
out-there at first, but when you boil
it down it’s very conventional.

We have opportunities to approach
subversiveness, but we'd rather be
almost too sweet and sappy than try
anything like that. Kids will have plenty
of time for that type of craziness, so let’s
just let their magic time be what itis”

Chiromed get
down with
pJ Lance Rock

YO GABBA GABBA!

This “magictime”is played ot in the
garish confines of Gabba Land, where
the show's host and resident hepeat,
DJ Lance Rock - the orange-clad chap -
opens his suitcase full of toys, whiel:
come to life and muddle their way
through teachings such as ‘don’t bite
your friends’ and ‘look both ways’.
Everything within the programme
isdirc tly lifted from its creators’
experiences with their own tots. Yet
alarge portion of YGG!'s hypeis
derived from its musical guest stars.

“Why have your children learned to
count to some random faceless tune
when you ean have some awesome band
lead the way?"” he continues. “The talent
selection has been a real indulgence for
me and Scott.” The musical roots, which
liein Christian’s career as lead singer
in cult superhero-ska-punk group The
Aquabats, have led to some incredible
pastiche/tribute collaborations between
the makers and guests. From MGMT’s
upcoming ‘Colours Are Everywhere’
and Chromeo’s ‘Nice N Clean’ down
to a hook-up with Liverpool’s frostiest
synth maidens Ladytron

“It was the cutest thing ever seeing and
hearing their kiddy interpretation of our
band,” gushes singer Mira. “It’s one of
the most fun things we’ve done. The
mood of the song and set they made was

“Where else can you
leam how torap froma
mandressed asabhat?”

JAMES MERCER, THE SHINS

all spooky, butin a totally safe way. The
studio was full of dry ice and lit by the
moon, we even managed to keep the
cameras rolling and bagged a promo
video out of 1t.”

For The Shins Gabba Land was a
spiritual home. “We were all on acid and
the set was just beautiful, scwehad a
really good trip,” jokes frontman James
Mercer, “Marty got carried away and
tried raking out with Foofa at one point
though. That was kind of awkward.”

Chromeo’s Dave 1 labels their in-house
approach to every element of production
“the Motown of kids' TV”. From the
writing and record’ ng of the soundalike
singalongs that Jacobs and Schultz
demo before the band in question adds
the r own touch, to all levels of ilming
and editing “P-Thugg actually told me
that 1t was the happiest day of his life,”

beams Dave of his bandmate’s fulfilled
life-ambition to be a children'’s TV star.

It seems 1t’s not just the kids that are
reaping the rewards from the show,
either. With millions of disparate
viewers worldwide, Chromeo found
their appearance on the programme
drew them more attention than their
slot on signature US chat show Late
Night With Conan O'Brien.

The story of the show’s birth reads
closer to the formation of some idealist
indie label than a Hollywood smash TV
show. From its cast recruitment policy,
which saw them spot DJ Lance Rock in
local LA record store Amoeba and hire
him on the spot, to their ‘zll or bust’
attitude towards their pilot. “We took
out mortgages on our houses, borrowed
money, put it allin a pot, and said, ‘Let’s
just doit’,” Christian recalls. “After we
sent out our ‘demos’ to the networks, and
got a lukewarm response - ‘who ate
these weirdos making a kids’
show in their garage? - we
naively stuck the trailer online
and within a week we'd had
two million unique visitors and
it had crashed our server.”

YGG!is the cut-and-paste
culmination of a grand
heritage of weird kids’ telly.
Joining the dots between the
golden era of *70s freakiness and the
latest incarnations of sbsurdity. “Where
else in the world can your four-year-old
learn how to beatbox from Biz Markie
dressed like a giant bat?” nightly asks
James Mercer, The show has resolved
arguably every teacher’s most oft-posed
quandary: can learning be cool? The
answer; yes, itean. In fact,itcan bean
invincible Mecca of cool that the most
sought after trendsetters this globe has
to offer flock to Just bask in its glow.

“It’s like punk ra.lying against MOR
musie in the ’70s,” Christian ponders.
“You sit back and witness all this leusy,
uninventive children’s TV because
it’s all there 1s. The kids tolerate it,
becanse there’s no alternative, It just
ta ces sorneonc to snap. Once a change
is in place the floodgates open and
cveryone's free to go crazy.”

KIDS
ARE ALRIGHT
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FROM
HEATON
PARKTO
WENIBLE

A month of landmark gigs...
Eight pages of iconic posters

hen Noel Gallagher announced this

summer’s UK tour would be a series

of one-day festival shows featuring

support from the likes of Kasabian

and The Enemy, it seemed, ina

funny way, that they might well
represent the end of an era. The rumours that Qasis
were on the brink of splitting up only added to the sense
that this would be one last hurrah for ‘lad rock’.

Instead, it turned out to be a reinvigoration. Not just
for Oasis, but for the entire country. As the ‘Summer
of Bigness’ rolled around the country, they played
to 700,000 people, and for all those people, the gigs
proved to be far more than mere nostalgia, but rather
a genuinely exhilarating, mass celebration of the
sheer joy of singing along, hugging your mates and
snogging your girlfriend during ‘Slide Away’.

Of course, there were upsats along the way, notleast the
costly power eut at Heaton Park. But with Kasabian on
‘Fire’ beneath them every mght Qasis upped theirgame,
brought ‘Roll With It’ and ‘Live lorever’ back into the set,
and played some of their best ever shows. It all led Liam
to deciare at their stunning Wembley Saturday show,
“We're not splitting up. We haven’t even started yet!”

WIN! A SIGNED OASIS JACKET

/v

/ \

poses, Dasis have long been linked with cutting-

sults, leopardskin slip-ons, the BabyGro thing
Liam once wore... Obviously it"s not pessible for the
average punter to look as good as them - but we'd like
to help you try. That’s why we're giving away this
Baracuta X Oasls jacket, SIGNED BY ALL THE BAND! The
Baracuta has a pretty special history of its own, having
heen worn hy everyone from Elvis to The Clash {check
out Baracuta's history on www.baracuta-g9.conj.
And this one's got an Oasis logo on it too. Result.

Terrns and Cand-teons

ike sacked drummers, great interviews and aloof For a chance to win it, simply head to NME.COM/win

and answer this simple question:

edge fashion: They’ve done it al: pink pinstripe- wWherein Manchester did 0asls start thelr

summer tour this year?
a) Heaton park b} 0id Yrafford ¢} The Arndale Centre

Those kind people at Baracuta are atso offeringan
exclusive discount of 10 per cent off your first order
with them. Simply head to www.baracuta-g2.com

and enter the cade OASIS. Offer Is available on all
merchandise including sale stock, subject te availability,
and is valid from 21 July te 31 August 2009 inclusive,
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ONE BAND.

THREE

LEGENDARY

GUITARISTS
203 REVIEWS

CAGE!

| How THE YARDBIRDS piitrinies ey
.changed rockforever THOMPSON e

e

40th anniversary

Hyde Park special
& =SS

ROKY ERICKSON

An amazing encounter with

the psychedelic pioneer
e —

- RUNTO
THE HILLS!

It’s the golden age of

British Heavy Metal
e —

THE YARDBIRDS 'R _* ~ AND
and more! %/

UNCUT PRESENT_S... 1

You can neverhavetoo mu.ch great music
Discoverit every month with UNCUT

Reviews, features, and a free CD. Onsale now uncut.co.uk
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With Blur back and Qasis on the rise, Dan Martin takes the new generation to Camden to

lur and Oasis are batthng it out ¥
with rival London supergig
residencies. Jarvis Cocker is
repeatedly asked questions
about Michael Jacksen. A
presidential sneak is eyeing up 2

Number 10 as a sleaze-ridden

administration flails in the opinion polls. Anyone !

else sme.l the whiff of mid *90s in the anx?
‘ |

Wel’, anyone who's paid the slightest bit
of attention to popular culturc this year
should do. The same peoplc are still
writing the samc tell all books about
the period from the same point of
view (you'd never have guessed
this, but people used to tak: heroin!),
and there’s just been vet another
complation released {Common
People - Brit Pop: The Story’; pretty
cool if you like that kind of thing).

Sensing a real-life cultural trend
(and a chance to subsidise my
freelance wages) I decided to make
the most of the resources on my
doorstep by offering the Ultimate
Britpop Nostalgia Tour Of Camden!
Not only could ! earn a few quid, it
would also serve as a handy cultural
barometer to see if the whole Britpop
revival thing really is history
repeating, or just a chance fora load
of washed up drunks to wring a
few more dollars from a dead
horse. Besides, what harm can it
do to wear a Union Jack jacket
weeks after the BNP win seats
in the European Parllament?

Chiris, Lucy and Hannah head

to Camden to hunt for rare

Menswear seven-inches
itk _

-

40 NME 25 5uly 2009

inding our test subjects was casy.
Chris Shipman (20), Lucy Clarke
{18) and Hannah Mahony (18)
were all standing by the Tube,
looking bored and disaffected as young
adults se often do. Who better to give a
free trial run of our Britpop Nostalgia
Journey? Chris likes mewithottYou and
Thrice (“even the weird new electronic
stuff”). Luey’s all-time favourite band is
Incubus, but right now she likes Passion
Pit. And Hannah, perhaps given away as
asleeper scenester by her Union Jack
handbag, likes Florence And The
Machine. We check their pulse on the
subject of Proper Music,

So kids! What did Britpop mean to you®

“Not much, really,” shrugs Chris. “I'm
too young to remember it properly. Iwas

' between five and 10 years old in the early

'90s, so ] can’t really relate toit.”

“Idon’t think it’s very current any
more,” reckons Hannah.

“It was quite an era for music,” says
Luey. “It formed the basis for other
genres and more bands, but it doesn’t
really mean a lot because I wasn't living.”

Yes, yes, but even old'es like NME are
too young to remember The Smiths, yat

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

Our Dan. Like
a Redcoat, but

they still meant something to us and we
still get excited by the music. Does the
Blur reunion excite you at all?

“With the Blur thing, rather than it
being nostalgic it seemns like a retro
throwback, slightly kitsch thing.”

Do vyou think it's daggy?

“I can understand why people are
nostalgic, because if it was a band that
1 got into when I was 14, ] suppose I'd be
excited as well. But I can't relate because
it wasn't my generation.’

What about Oasis? They never even
split up! Had they just gone shit by the
time you noticed them?

“Yeah,” deadpans Hannah.

“1 don't really like the whole, aggressive
thing,” says Chris, wrinkling his nose,
“They’re in their early forties and they're
still playing up to a stereotype they
created 14 years ago. That’s kind of sad.”

“1f they brought out an album now
1dor’t think anyone would qive it
achanee,” reckons Hannah.

Chris grimaces: “I listened to ‘Dig Out
Your Sou’, it doesn't seern to serve any
purpose other than to sit there on the
shelf next to all the other Oasis albums.”

We're going to have curwork cut out.

_more jingoistic ‘
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BRﬂPOP

a1 PUPTOUR

see if he can make a few quid out of mid-90s nostalgia. If it’s good enough for Damon...

Touting tickets
outside Club NME

again, eh, Dan?
¢ JV.P Il P

BRGD ~ S

CAMDEN PALACE

Qur journey begins at the Grade
-isted building now lkmown as
ROKO, which plays host to Club
NME, But between 1982 and
2004 it stood tall asthe Camden
Palace, home of sticky floors.
metal detectors and late mght
Elastica gigs at the Feet First
indie night It was here that the
scene known as the New Wave Of
New Wave first stopped bleaching
its hair green and started wearing
plimsoles, then transmuted into what

a generation would come to know and
love as Britpop Qurthree guests stand
and stare and try to find out if Blakfish
are going to be playmg any time soon

CAMDEN FALCON

This now-disused shell of a building, just
behind Camden Road Station, 1s where it
all began and was a favourite hangout of
Gene and Menswear. Hannah looks
interested in the decayed brickwork in
as much as1t’s a texture she's going to
try and recreate for her art project about
urban decay

“This was the
ariginal drummer
in Elastica..”

Note the tw;l G!l &
members of Gen
! hoping to be spotted

INVERNESS STREET MARKET
This, we tell our followers clutching our
elipboard, was the site of the Battle Of
Britpop itself. One weekend in August
1995, two rival armies comprising
parkas on one side of the road and Fred
Perry tops on the other, faced each other
off. Many were slain. Both sides were so
affected by the bloodshed that they
decided to put their differences behind
and join the same scene, thus rocketing
The Prodigy to populanty. It was on this
day that many say the First Age Of
Britpop died. Rick Witter still brings
flowers every August Bank Holiday.

THE DUBLIN CASTLE
Still home to hopelessly doomed
indie bands most nights of the
week, Suggs can regularly be
spotted outside this famous pub,
‘We meet a kindly lady called Stella,
'who1s spending the afternoon
drinking, “I remember Britpop!”
she exclaims, “I knew Symposum!
They're still going! They're called
Hell Is For Heroes!”

Fearing we're losing the attention
of Generation Y, we blindfold them,
| bundle them 1nto the back of a van,
{ bring them outside to an area of
L nearby north London, point to it

ey U=

" “And this Is where
Sleeper pissed away
thelr talent..”

Math Priest has been
sat on the same stool
since July 1995

and proudly declare, “This is Graham
Coxon’s house!” We're sure we can
hear one of them murmur, “Graham
Coxon? Is he in Babyshambles?"

THE GOOD MIXER
The tour approaches its grand finale
ot the totem of all that continues to
be Britpop: The Good Mixer,
Between the years of 1992 and 1997,
sll NME news reporting would
happen next to the pool table. Damon
A Sarn would regularly hold old-time
revues around what he called the ‘old
Joanna’ (modern translation ‘p1ano’).
Our guinea pigs look overwhelmed by
the touch of the hand of history upon
theit shoulders. Or 1t might be that they
are simply glad to be having a drink. But
recreation can wait, because NME has
planted a real-hfe Britpop veteran in the
Mixer! Welcome, Math Priest from
Dodgy, the perfect individual to make
our three kids appreciate the ndie
privileges that many of his comrades
fought and died for in the Britpop wars
Math, Chris hkes Dananananaykroyd.
‘What do you have to say to him?
“Ifucking hated Bratpop!” exclaims
Math, as NME’s hopes of a secondary
career die an agonising death, “Well,in
the big book about Britpop we weren’t
really mentioned, It’s just the big three,
Blur and Pulp and Qasis, And then when
they're talking about the bad side of
Britpop, it’s Sleeper and Menswear.”
It must have been exciting, though?
“We rode the wave a little bit in 1995,
but we were against the whole Union
Jack-waving shite that went on. I don't
nind in that it’s an era that people will
refer back to, which is good”
Dodgy, of course, are best known for
the biggest Britpop anthem that never
was a Britpop anther, ‘Staying Qut For
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TR AT

The NME office
Circa 1995

The Summer’, which keeps them going
to this day. Math's bandmate went out
with Denise Van Cuten, but that was as
far as 1t went. “It’s amazing the amount
of bands that were lumped into Britpop,
but all it was was Menswear, Blur,
Elastica, Sleeper. But what Britpop stood
for and what 1t went on to be, when you
look at the scary blokes with scary
politics that go and see Oasis, then
Britpop means a whole different thing.
I'm from a generation where the Union
Jack means the National Front.”

And so as Chris, Laura and Hannah
skip off to watch Dananananaykroyd,
we end our social experiment. We can
conclude that Kids Nowadays know
little about Britpop and care even less.
We can conclude that music 1s at least as
good now, if not better, We can conclude
that Math from Dodgy 15 a nice guy. And
we can summige that Camdenis still a
dump. Soleave all those nostalgia books
in the bargain bins where they belong.
Oh, and remember that Oasis were
never Britpop. The whole thing was far,
far less significant than that,

r\
\m"x

Check oart a Britpop “where are they
now' special at MME, COM/photas

TIMCOCHRAME
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TIME FOR HEROES

WHITE DENIMW

More than just a garage-rock band, the Austin trio unearth some of the influences
that made them the weirdly wonderful band they are today

1th recent second
album ‘Fits’, White
Denim made it quite
clear that prefixing
their name with the
words ‘Austin garage-
rack trio” was just no longer going to

cut it. One of those strange records

that amalgamates a watches’ brew of
different influences into a self-sufficient,
unigue and un-pm-downable whole, 1t
was more sophisticated and subtler than
their bnlhant debut. Taking a break
from ambushing UK audiences with
their general awesomeness, they kindly
walked us through some of the strange
alleyways and byways that led to ‘Fats’.

1 FUNKADELIC

James Petrally (guitar/vocals): “The
first time Theard ‘Maggot Brain’ was

i about 1999 at the height of my
enjoyment of wah-wah guitar. Eddie
Hazel’s playing on that record is
awesome, It’s got really cool laid-back
tunas with acoustic gurtar and stuff.

I think they influence our music in that
they have a real loose approach, but it’s
still funky. And there’s a big element
of humour. And production-wise, the
sounds on those records are amazing.
They sound like they're talang a lot of
risks in the studio I'd say that those
tracks are definitely references, we
listen to them next to our tracks and
(laughs) try and draw similarities.”

2 PATTO

Steve Terebecla (bass): “I'd describe

it as southern prog from London.”
James: “We were on tour in the States
with a band who had a merch guy that
was well versed in prog And after

a couple of shows he said, “You guys
should listen to Patto, I can see you
really enjoying 1t’, just from hstening to
our music, And he was absolutely right.
When they played 1t to us, we were like,
‘OH MY GODY, Unbelievable playing
and feeling in that music, It’'s been
pretty big for all of us for the last two
years. When I bought my new turntable,
Patto’s ‘Hold Your Fire’ was in the first
batch of records I bought for t”

3 SOFT MACHINE

Steve: “I think my favourite albums
are ‘Volume Two’ and “Third. It’s really
hard to choose between them, because
they're so different.”

James: “I like *..Two' because of Robert
Wryatt’s singing, 1t sounds like 1t’s his

42 25 July 2009

record. There are some pretty hilarious
parts on that, like when he’s thanking
The Jum1 Hendrix Experience for their
exposure to the crowd...”

Steve: “Robert Wyatt's solo stuff 1s great
too; we all really loved ‘Comicopera’, his
recent album.”

Josh Block (drums) “His whole career,
that guy's discography, the records

he's worked on, 1s ridiculous. He’s so

hard working.”
] CAPTAIN BEEFHEART

James- “I'd recommend the song
‘Electricity’ to scare people into wanting
to hear more, but I think ‘Safe As Milk’
is the best introduction to Beefheart.”
Josh: “I think he influenced our music
n the way that he directed his band,
like, the limits ~ how far T know that

I can stretch my instrument. And then
thinking about vocals in mors than
amusical way”

James: “It’s just mind-expanding,

I guess, especially as far as arranging
goes. Stretching the idea of pop musie,
like an attempt to subvert the tradition.
Utilising the form, but seeing how you
can make it a grotesque new thing”

6 SIRLORD BALTIMORE

Steve: “They’re a "70s rock’n'roll band
from Brooklyn. I guess they're just ~
here’s this word again - ndiculous,
with their mstrumentation and their..
I dunno.. rockitude.”

James* “They have this song called
‘Pumped Up’, which really sums them
up for me. Like, everyone always talks
about MC5 being really hard American
rock, but hke when I hear Sir Lord
Baltimore, I'm like, “Ch my gosh, what

are these guys thinking about’, like, tnlls
all over the guitar neck, really amazing,

like, aggressive drumming and they,
like, change 1t on a dime 1think, as
arock band, if we could sound like Sir
Lord Baltimore,.”

Josh., “It would be totally over the top if
they weren’t so damn good to isten to.”

7 xT¢C

Josh: “We have the conversation a lot
about which period of XTC we're most
into, but really 1t’s all of 1t

Steve. “I really couldn’t pick because
it’s all so good. The early stuff has

the energy and the punk attitude and
stuff and the middle period has the

“Lyrically, R Kelly turns
his songs into the weirdest
R&B you ever heard”

JAMES PETRALLI

5 RKELLY

Steve: “When ‘Sex In The Kitchen’ came
out, that song, I've probably histened to
it, ike, a hundred times. And all the
videos he comes out with on YouTube,
like ‘Real Talk’, are nidiculous and
hilarious, And, of course, Trapped In
The Closet... just richculous.”

Josh: “It seems like 8 good segue,

from Beefheart to R Kelly, R Kelly’s
really stretching it”

James: “Alot of things he’s done with
apretty formulaic genre; R&B music
can be pretty canned, but the stuff he'’s
doing lyrically and vocally 1s turning it
mnto the weirdest R&B you ever heard.
It’s challenging, because there are great
melodies, but the content sometimes

15 50 over the top 1t’s as unsettling as
areally weird interval or something.”

amazing production and amazing
songwriting and that continues on
nto the later stuff.”

Josh: “Ilike [XTC side-project] The
Dukes Of Stratosphear, because 1t’s
like great impressions, you know.”
Steve: “Andy Partridge’s songwriting
really made them stand out from other
bands of the same era. It's some of the
strongest songwriting I've ever heard”

8 cHARLES MINGUS/
ROLAND KIR

ERIC DOLPHY

Josh: “The interesting thing about
Charles Mingus is that he was one of

the first people to stand up in defence of

the long-play record. Not many people
pushed to utilise the long-play record
when it came out, he was the one who

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

sard, ‘Well, heck, we've got this many
minutes per side now, why 1sn't anybody
using this?’ That’s huge for the history
of recorded music. When you start there
it’s hard to go in any wrong direction.
The guy’s a gemus. ] have trouble saying
that about people, but I think it’s CK

to say 1t about him. Mingus gave Kirk
and Dolphy their first big jobs. Kirk
would play hike three saxophones,
anose flute..”

James-“.like, simultaneously. He would
blow like a tenor and an alto and play,
hke, harmonies. He put out super-
amazng jazz records and he was on
some of Mingus’best stuff as well. The
same with Dolphy, he died really young
but he was a really great sax player,
Tlistened to jazz because I felt like Thad
to, until T heard ‘Out To Lunch’, That's
the first record where jazz really started
1o, like, click for me ag a listener,”

O Tuca

Josh; “She was a Brazihian singer who
grew up with a bossa background and
samba all around her. She released a
record when she was extremely young
and moved to France. You can hear,
between her first record and her second,
this huge movement where she took
bossa and sarnba arranging and
Brazilian musie to a whole other level.
She was one of those artists that could
arrange, write, produce, sing on, play
instrumentation on, do everything for
the record She recorded arecord called
Dracula I Love You' which, in the past
year, has been huge for me.”

10 JIM O’'ROURKE

James- “His solo records are amazing,
as is his work as a producer. He's been

1n Wilco, he’sbeen 1n Sonie Youth.

He’s just got a signature style that
1sreally amazing”

Steve; “Basically, he just loves making
and capturing sounds and making
beautiful sounds and making them work
together. Sometimes I feel bad for bands
that get a record produced by him and
then they go to someone else afterwards,
Because1t’s, ike, usually a decline,”
Josh; “Yeah, where do you go after

Jim O'Rourke?”

Watch a Fits” albm teaser mived by
drunwner Josh 3t NWE.COM/ video
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REVEREND AND THE MAKERS

A FRENCH KISS IN THE CHAOS

(WALL OF SOUND)

(6

He’s got the rhetoric but the Rev’s second

album can’t quite match his political bite

fyou want a marker of how far Jon
McClure has come, just consider
that you don't hear him mentioned
in the same breath as Arctic
Monkeys anymore. A man initially
regarded as, at best, the Sheffield
scamps’ spiritual guiding hand has
carved out a place for himself as the
consclence of UK grot™u'roll, inst'gating
debate around the tout ve nues of east
London and malking the further
adventures of Caxl Bart significantly
more interesting. Yes, his rhetoric
doesn't always go far into the depths of
discourse, but he made a far better go of
late-night political knocking shop This
Week than Jarvis did of Question Time.

McClure is useful enough to have
around that the quality of his recorded
output doesn’t especially matter, He’s
become a folk hero in the truest sense,
Ppassing on songs, stories and gospels
through debating houses, five-a-side
matches and, yes, the occasional gig,
with proper pulling power. Seriously, if
you'd dropped a bomb on one of those
Mongrel shows in Tufnell Park, indie in
the UK would have ceased to exist

And yet, with all this going for him,

‘A French Kiss In The Chaos’ is

a strangely desolate affair. Musically, its
funky psychedelic jams and acoustic
ballads are the ultimate reaction to
debut “The State Of Things’, but lyrical y

w.magazinesdownload.com

it’s down in the dumps. It seems that the
Reverend 1s embarrassed by the
nursery-rhyme electro pop that defined
“The State Of Things’, so, as the woozy,
eastern premise of ‘Silence Is Talking’
reaches its climax, the Rev intones,
“Feeling love is paramount!”
Pararnount? Nobody uses the word
‘pararount’ in university lectures
these days, let alone in lyrics to
a pop song Likewise, the anti-BNP
‘Manifesto/People Shapers' sounds
surprisingly toothless. Ir fact, nearly
everything about A French Kiss.."
screams "TAKE ME SERIQUSLY!"
It’s a shame, becausc ‘“The. State Of
Things’ wasn't anywhere near as bad
as McClurc seems to think it was.

One of the most affecting moments,
though, the gospel-tinged ‘No Seap
In A Dirty War' is less a politico rant
than atale of small-town romantic
frustration: “I can't talk to you until I've
had a few, it’s a shame”. These quieter
moments are the album’s best, showing
MeClure up to be a fine songwriter; the
woozy, Kinksian ‘Professor Pickles’
paints its protagonist as a washed-up
warrior strung out on prescription pills.
‘Long Long Time’ is a better Qasis
ballad than Qasis have managed in
years. It’s the ambient, defeated closer
‘Hard Tirne For Dreamers’ that’s the
album’s crown jewel, though, rmusing
onnuclear apocalypse and the return
of the Tor'es to government

Alln all, it’s an odd statement from the
self-styled people’s prophet, considering .
. thefr swift exit faster than you can say,
. “Yowre fired”. Elizabeth Sankey
. DOWNLOAD: ‘Pull No Punches’

that this year has already seen Gallows,
Green Day and Enter Shikari release
albums powcred by rightecus political
rage If his debut was too Day-Glo and
gauche, its follow-up goes too far the
opposite way. McClure no doubt has
abrilliant album inside him But, for
now, it’s finc. Chin up, Rev, there’s
important work to do! Dan Martin

DOWNLCAD: 1) ‘No Soap In
A Dirty War’ 2) ‘Hard Time For
Dreamers’ 3) ‘Professor Pickles’

DID YOU KNOW...

The Reverend released ‘Manifesto/

Peaple Shapers’ free via his
Twitter page following the news
that the BNP had won two seats
in June's European elections

‘I | .Vlj Ion'o’i l" h

Listen to ‘A French Kiss In The
Chaos’ at NME.COM/ARTISTS/
reverend-and-the-makers

THE LEGENDS
OVER AND OVER {LABRADIR)

Justifying his title, Johan
Angergérd has congquered
genres from Motown to
C86 on past albums.
‘Qver And Over' sees

. the Swede’s machete take its most

i ambitious stah yet at, well.., everything.
| Coifing harhed white noise around

¢ a honey-dribbiing melody, ‘Seconds

. Away’ could be from the same placenta

¢ as *Psychocandy’, and for any ears

. prematurely frothing with excitement at
i this early stage, ‘Recife’ is on hand to

: mop up with a rusty livewire. Then,

i hand-clapping and merrily swinging its

. *60s girl group Jegs to all this glorious

. ruckus is peachy popsicle ‘Monday To

. Saturday’. Somehow, these unlikely

. sonic companions are the sounds of

. Angergard fanding at his most sublime

: creative peak to date. Camille Augarde

i DOWNLOAD: ‘Seconds Away’

. STOREY 6

: STREETS WILL FOLD (READBACK}

| spEy Chris Martin is the Alan

: i Sugar of the weepy

¢ : acoustic world, swapping
" Amstrads for reverb, and

warbiing ‘Fix You' at

¢ Margaret. However, unitke Sir Alan, and
. unfortunately for Storey, the Coldplay

: CEQisn't lpoking for an apprentice. It's

: not that this four-piece aren’t talented

¢ ~they're clearly proficdent musicians

i ~andit’s not that their songs are

¢ particutarly bad. It’s |ust that they're 10
i years too late. At their gigs the audience
: prohably look at each other awkwardly

¢ as they murmur, “Do you want to tell

: them, or shall 12" There’s little to inspire
i even die-hard indie-poppers in ‘Streets

will Fold', and if Chris Martin was Sir
Alan they'd be in the tax} whining about

KILLSWITCH ENGAGE
KILLSWETCH ENGAGE (ROADRUNNER)

When a band releases an
epenymous album it can
sometimes indicate a fack
of fresh ideas. Yet even
though this is the second

i self-titled long player that Killswitch

¢ Engage have released this decade

i they're far from stagnant, Metalcore,

i the scene that spawned and supported
: them, is all but dead and only the

i hardiest of hands will survive - they

* will, an the strength of this, be one of

! the ast standing. The nailgun death-

© metal riff attack of ‘Never Again’ and

* *The Forgotten’ will be enough to satisfy
© the gnarliest of brutality addicts, ‘The
. Return’ goes even further into emo

. territory and ‘A Light In A Darkened

¢ Waorld’ will appeal to denim-clad

. NWOBHM fans. Their future as a metal
. act with their fingers on the button

. seems assured. John Doran

: DOWNLOAD: ‘The Forgotten’
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IDM cult master
christopher Leary, the
man behind Ochre, is back
with a new offering of his
dreamy amblence, It’s full
of shimmering electronics, crunchy,
crispy beats and sweeping melancholic
melodies that recall classic electronic
stars such as Boards Of Canada. Leary
uses sounds with great care and, while
the scope remains very much in the
down-tempo electronic territories -
analogue tones and glitchy beats -
snatches of classical ordhestration are
peppered throughout, helping to create
rich cinematic soundscapes. The
Spanish guitar and flute of ‘Raido’

and the delicate silky strings and

harp that adorm ‘Napolese' sound off-
kilter, whimsically carnivalesque and
almost old world-y. Tessa Harris
DOWNLOAD: ‘Napolese’

CORNERSHOP e
JUDY SUCKS & LEWON FOR BREAKFAST
e rund

To judge from the Blur

reunion and attendant

resurgence of Britpop,

the late '90s were stale as

5 aslice of own-brand inan

Ironic bread bin, Yet tastier fare was
avallable from Cornershop, who here
continue thelr war on flag-waving lager
boys. ‘Operation Push’ may be a relation
of ‘Brimful Of Asha’ - and catchy with it
- but from the background loom
squawking fiddles and elephantine bass
whumps. Elsewhere, the shuffling ‘Free
Love’ plots an unlikely journey from the
Punjab to Stoke Newington, while the
title track’s clarinet is heamed from
kids’ TV of the ’70s. This is a cheery,
thoughtful and politicised record that
illuminates a neon sign: Cornershop are
still open for business. Liuke Turner
DOWNLOAD: ‘Free Love’

There's an art to knowing
when to keep your trap
zipped, and sadly Arthur
And Martha haven’t yet
got to grips with it. You
see, backing track-wise this debut Is
pretty much perfect, as playful Korgs
collide with clipped drum machines and
darinets trip over an array of Moogs,
melodicas and stylophones. And it is all
rather shimmery and lo-fi-ishly cute, In
a krautrock for craft-lovers way, untll
the vocals Kick in, allce Hubley overdoes
It with the deadpan dellvery, and
although the record is saved - just - by
the occaslonal interjection from musical
partner Adam Cresswell and a steady
stream of beguiling melodies, NME can't
help drifting off into a dream world
where this tweetronic twosome make
instrumental music only. It's a much
lovelier place, you know. Camiila Pia
DOWNLOAD: ‘Memory'

ARTHUR AND MARTHA
KAVIGATION |wiren p0ars

LA COKA HOSTRA
A BRAND YOU CAN TRUST s £ Hamie

2009 Is a great year to be
DJ Lethal’s accountant.
Not only have his old
muckers Limp Bizkit got
back in the cash-laden
saddle, but his other muckers, House Of
Pain, are reforming for one last gimpy
white-rap mission, Expanded and re-
hranded, Everlast, Danny Boy and
Lethal have added lesser-knowns 11l Bill
and Slaine to concoct the smoky hip-hop
underworld of La Coka Nostra. Cypress
Hill and Snoop Dogg join for one-offs,
but left to their own devices La Coka can
come across like The Sopranos Sing The
Blues. The beats are 1991-chunky,
Everlast sounds like Chris Rea when he
croons, and on the likes of ‘I'm An
American’ they tackle social issues with
all the subtlety of a 600ft-high penis.

A flava you can refuse. Gavin Haynes
DOWNLOAD: ‘Bang Bang’

Larry Tee Is the forgotten
man of electroclash.

A veteran New York D) and
svengall, he gave the
scene its name and
briefly, circa 2001, mentored a raft of
electro club brats, including his {rather
brilllant) girl group WIT. Tee Is still as
trashy as ever, and recently released
‘My Penls’, featuring celebrity knobhead
Perez Hilton, It's beyond parody... but
not unlistenable, Indeed, get over the
smut and fashion industry in-jokes, and
“Club Badd' is a vivacious mix of hooty
hass and disposahle techno. Tomhoy
and Hervé remix two tracks, while

the nine-minute Christopher Just
collahoration ‘Get Your Grind O

- a tag-team bout between Chicks On
Speed, Gina G, Grandmaster Flash and
Soulwax - is just genius. Tony Naylor
DOWNLOAD: ‘Get Your Grind On’

SET YOUR GOALS
THIS WILL BE THEBEATH OF US mpmass

LARRY TEE
CLUB BADO (kA%

Marketing something as
‘pop-punk’ conjures many
connotations, none
positive. Polarised in
concept and design, the
genre pits pop’s plastic simper agalnst
the grimace of punk’s acerbic sodal
commentary, Escapism Vs realism - it’s
no wonder the kids are confused.
Branded as such and acting as an
ephemeral solution to the perplexity of
adolescence, Set Your Goals’ attempt to
Inculcate and lead a Generatlon Next-
style movement, left disenfranchised
when thelr dreams were burst at the
hands of capitallsm’s rapacious desires,
is a pathetically polished war cry. Callit
what you will, but ‘This will Be...'Is
unlikely to stir a teen from their
slumber with its vacuous and laminated
scuzzy guff, let alone inspire the
rehellion it desives. Thomas A Ward
DOWNLOAD: Just don't

3y 2

Ba

JULIAN PLENTI
{MATADOR)

JULIANM PLENT! IS SKYSCRAPER

ks’ statement

7/

Interpol frontman unleashes alter-ego;
it bodes well for his main band, too

ulian Plenti1s the alter-ego of
Paul Banks from Interpol
though actually it’s not much of
an‘alter’ since hesas
anonymous a frontman as
yowll ever see. That works perfectly for
Interpol of course, providing a blank
screen for their shadowy songs, but
frankly, the idea of Banks going solo

: 1sn't exactly something to get your
¢ kmickers in a twist about.

Yet this is something of a pleasant
surprise, as it’s neither a cringeworthy
theatrical reinvention nor a sumple
rehash of his main band’s musie, Sure,
the stately rhythms, angular guitars and
of course his weirdly reedy yet-sonorous
volce remain, but Banks adds beats,
synths and strings into the mix fora
sound which is never less than
compelling. On the loud, expansive side,
the melodic distortion of ‘Only If You
Run’ sounds ltke a human Gary Numan,

¢ and ‘Games For Days’ begins with Nine
¢ Inch Nails style industrial drum beats
then flourishes out into a chorus which
; could almostbe by Girls Aloud, and

i endswith Banks simply repeating “this
; wamazing”. It actually is. Of the softer
i songs, ‘Skyscraper’ 1s most impressive,
i astringled mood piece filled with dread
i and unease, although ‘No Chance

i Survival),a delicately melodic, jazzy

{ number, and ‘On The Esplanade’, a nice
i dream-logic acoustic lullaby, runit

i mighty close

There are a few elunkers: ‘Unwind

¢ sounds like the Lightning Seeds trapped
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In a tumble dryer, and ‘Girl On The
Sporting News’ has its pretty cireular
motions undone by an absolute shocker
of alyrie (“Full the minutes up and talk
about that glorious season”, et cetera)
but often the risks taken pay off. ‘Fly
As You Might’ largely restrains itself to
one basic blues riff and 1s all the more
powerful for it, while the closing ‘H’ 1s an
instrumental with an Oriental feel that
sounds like incidental music from some
Chungking Express-style neon noir

This is a flawed, sometimes abstrd. but
always intriguing album that repeatedly
approaches being something special.
It's fair to say Interpol probably pushed
their sound to the limit on their last
album to the point where it was
beginning to feel a little tired, so this
album bodes well for any possible
remnvigoration of the band As for Paul
Banks, well, hiding onee more behind
Julian he’s as elusive as ever, something
which both limits and frees him up
You're not going to get enough raw
emotion for him to truly touch you, but
he doesn’t half know howto get under
your skin, Martin Robinsor

DOWNLOAD: 1) ‘Games For Days’
2) ‘Skyscraper’ 3} ‘Only If You Run’

DID YOU KNOW...

Paul Banks has been writing and
performing as Julian Plenti since
1996, before the formation of Interpol
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Grizzly beard:
Kyp Malone

UPFRONT AND BACKSTAGE ! '

Radio
5|Ience

TV ON THE RADIO

02 BRIXTON ACADEMY
MONDAY, JULY 13

Maybe that recently
announced hiatus is needed...

t’s with a heavy heart that we hear
TV On The Radio have announced a
dreaded hiatus at a time many perceive
them as being at the peak of their game.
There aren’t many bands that have been

able to encapsulate the cornplexities of r

human emetions against a backdrop that o

defined the realpolitik of their time with such

acute awareness as this New York five pisce

did on their last long player, ‘Dear Science’,

But as they open with the downbeat Love

Dog’ a melancholic fog descends which is

weathered throughout a 15-song set that is at

times subdued (‘Family Tree") and at others

criminally out of syne (Halfway Home’).

Yetit’s hard not to see there are still the odd

rays of euphoria here and there. “The Wrong

Way’ ups the adrenalin levels of a packed,

sweltering venue, while “Wolf Like Me' and

‘Satellite’ exemplify the cool ease with which

TVOTR can amalgamate Tunde Adebimpe’s

soulful, Bowie-esque voeals with David

Sitek’s wind chime-happy guitar onslaughts,

The irony of opening ‘Crying’ with a thank-

you from Kyp Malone to support band

Noisettes isn't lost on most of the andience,

who groan as the trio join TYOTR during

their encore of ‘A Method’ to wave maracas

and dance around like pixies side of stage.

But as final farewells go, tonight lacks the

same verve as their show at London’s Cargo

last year. Maybe it’s because Sitek1s too

consurned with his extracurricular

production, or because Malone is looking to

experiment with new outfit Rain Machine.

Perhaps a break is just what they need to

recharge those batteries. Ash Dosangh

EPWARD BSHOP/GENE GLOVER
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FEVER RAY

LOOP FESTIVAL, CORN EXCHANGE, BRIGHTON

SATURDAY, JULY 11

It’s too hot and Karin Dreijer Andersson’s late,
but some things are definitely worth waiting for

utside, Brighton is coveredina
slick layer of misery as bone-
aching drizzle forces Loop
festival indoors yet, by some
twist of irony, the 1nside of the
Corn Exchange is uncomfortably hot.
Allegiances live and die in this heat as we're
kept warting 30 minutes, but the boos turn
to cheers as the stage is plunged into

a blackness that will barely hft for the

next hour and the portentous industrial
pulse of ‘If ] Had A Heart’ heralds Karm
Dreijer Andersson’s entrance.

Even those familiar with The Knife's
propensity towards the conceptual are not
expecting this a headdress that looks like
the business end of a buffalo dwarfs
Andersson as she 1g flanked by her band,
also n tribal costume, Plunging directly into
‘Triangle Walks’, the sound is richer and more
accessible than on the record; there’s a warmth
in the steeliness of the synths, The album’s
atmosphere 15 augmented by stern
theamricality which sees onstage banter out,
pomposity decidedly in, “T hve between
concrete walls”, sings Andersson on the
languid drone of ‘Conerate Walls’, as the
drummer shakes a staff imperionsly. When
Andersson picks up her guitar on ‘I'm Not
Done’ she turns side-on to the crowd, careful
to maintain the 1llusion of ritual rather than
gig. ‘Now’s The Only Time I Know' sees a
chink of humanity among the primitivism,

Karin's new
orthodontist braces
are quite cumbersome

sounding affectingly melancholy as the lasers
shift from green blades to intricate shafts of
white that lock the stage in a cat’s eradle of
light. A chap next to me mentions that he has
just “shat himself with excitement”.

The most unsettling moment, aside from
random audience defecation, comes courtesy
of a cover. Nick Cave’s ‘Stranger Than
Kindness' - the slurring melody and festering
atmospheries are sculpted into a mescaline-
riddled Native American rite as Andersson,
palms shaking, 1s shadowed by the drummer
waving that flipping staff above her head.
However, it's marred by unbalanced sound
and an overload of effects, meaming only the
sharpest ears can pick out what’s being sung.

The skewed ‘When I Grow Up’ contains the
brzarre line, “When I grow up, Iwant to be o
forester, run through the moss in high heels”,
the odd juxtaposition only matched by the
sight of a man in a cloak holding his guitar
aloft, Guutar Hero style. This euphoric energy
is channelled mto closer ‘Coconut’, the drum
rolls and ethereal pads punctuated by chirping
synths mimicking birdcalls ~ nature and
technology are symbiotic in Fever Ray’s
universe Asthe band depart, the textures
disintegrate into a single thrum, the residue of
& hallucinatory trip to a lost civilisation. When
we interviewed Andersson earlier this year,
she said the shows would be special. She
wasn't lying: rarely do gigs feel as engaging, as
downright exeiting, as this. Louise Brailey

Find more magazines at www.magazin

THE BELLRAYS

BRUGENELL SDCIAL

never die”, sang
some old bloke at
Glasto, and The
BellRays certainl
exemphfy that
sentiment. Unlike
some of their new
rock revolution
contemporaries
{The Beatings,
anyone?), the
California quartet

of a sell-by date.
And why not? With

Man’ and ‘Voodoo
Traiw’, The BellRa

ENGINEERS
BUSH HALL, LONDOK

debut, start to build
afanbase, then, uh
effectively split for
over two years after
label problems.
Four years after
their self-titled
release, drone

superlor, album,
‘Three Fact Fader’,
and tonight is their

nerves, though, as
they blast through
the glorious grooves
of ‘Clean Coloured
wire’ and stately
kraut noise-fest ‘A
Given Right’, Their
career path might
not be perfect, but

music. Toin Pinnock

SWEET LITTLE
MYSTERY

CRYSTAL WOLF FIGHTERS

HOTRL MIOSLEERGER, BERLIN
SATURDAY. JuLY 1

Inutes after taking a bow In front
of a rapturous audience in a well-
known Berlin venue under thelr
own far-from-enigmatic name,
NME catches a ride in Mystery Jets’ already
oversubscribed white van Into aless-explored
terrain, with Instruments stacked precariously
on knees, we're clearly not yet In the REM
league of luxurious touring. By performing
anumber of secret Berlin shows under the
spoaf hipster moniker of Crystal Wolf
Fighters, the Mystery Jets have created
their own alternative universe in which
they can be who or what they like.

Indeed, the outdoor hotel courtyard where
we arrive for their second set of the night is
inhabited by ultra-fashionable aloof pouty
model types - afar cry from the crowd swigging
beer out of plastic cups at the previous gig.
Whilst in a fickle fad followers ears The
Mystery Jets are s0 2005, Crystal Wolf Fighters
are currently the cutting edge of the UK music
scene, man. Indeed, they're so edgy that many
of tonight’s new tracks are only in the
embryonic stages of life. However, they haven't
sacrificed their winning formula of eccentric
singalong pop songs. If anything, they've
gained a sexy T Rex glam swagger. Things are
rounded up with a cover of Mystery Jets’ awn
805 Bowle pastiche ‘Two Doors Down’ and a
new nolse songentltled ‘Lorna Doone’, From
this evening's spiky effort 1’s too early to tell If
this new buzz band will ever become world-
conquering popsters, but it’s a safe bet that,
whichever puise they choose to adopt, they'll
be delivering
skewed
adrenaline
shotsto the
heart of the
British music
scene for
some time to
come, Mark
Femyhough
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JANE'S ADDICTION _

CENTRQ, LONDON
THURSPDAY, JULY 16

| Strippers, fire and swings.
The ageing rockers show ver
kids how it’s really done...

'm afraid to say it, but someone has to:
Jane’s Addiction put everyone to shame.
A bunch of ageing LA rockers peddling
their old tunes to a bunch of hot dog-
eating, T-shirt-owning metal fans on their
co-headlining tour with Nine Inch Nails have
no right to be this good. To be this important.
Important because who else is thzre for the
freaks, the deviants, the weirdos, the outcasts?

In this tiny club, away from the burden of
the NIN tour, Jane's play to a crowd of fans
hanging on every note they play. It's where
they started back in the post-hardeore, pre-
grur g2 days, playing to small elub crowds
free to go mental to the visceral, aggressive,
glamorous. profoundly sexual music that
makes them the most influential yet neglected
band since The Velvet Underground

Perry Farrell and Dave Navarro are stpped
to the waist, revelling in ‘Up The Beach and
‘Wh oreg’, the original rhythm section of
drummer Stephen Perkins and bassist Exic

y pounding out the heavy core for the
frontmen to whip around to. Beneath a sereen
showing hardeore porn, there’s four strippers
stood on the bar breathing fire above the
crowd and two serni-naked goth girls are on
swings to the left and right of the stage. Farrell
is pushing therm out over the erowd and it’s
cleat this isn't nostalgia, this is as exciting and
as wrong as you'd ever want a band to be.

‘Been Caught Stealing’ is madness, “Had
A Dad’ is beyond belief, the tiny, lucky cr
in front of them going erazy, amazed to be this
close to a band who didn’t just pave the way
for Nirvana, but provided a template for their
punk-as-freedom philosophy Navarro is
churning out the riffs, Farrell is throwing
himself into the crowd, ‘Mountain Song’ 1s
happening —the spirit of the original Jane's
sy (; on't get this Addiction mage, the fucked-up, dark, visceral
Kind of shit.at Keane voodoo spell complately taking hold of band
gigs, now 40 you? and audience. Farrell turned 50 this year, but

' ' he looks incredible and, with Navarro next to
him looking like God'’s rock star wet dream,
1t’s like watching a Mick'n’Keef with
something left to prove.

They end prematurely with ‘Summertime
Rolls’, the venue unable to cope with aband
this big destroying a place this small, which
doeen’t stop the song, all epic sound, visionary
lyries, and transcendental totality,
emphatically showing why Jane’s Addiction
are still a huge inspiration There’s more sex,
beauty and sheer fun here than youw'll find in
any other younger band. Here’s hoping some
are taking notice Martin Robinson
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PROUD GRELLES
ONDOM, sl i/
There is somethin,

unashamedly
transparent ates
The Yeah You's

pre-packaged and
radig-ready, the
duo have heen
formed in pop’
hollow husk and
filled with all th:

industry. It's not
that The Yeah You's

audience. If's not
glam, but it’s call
Being A Touring
Band. It doesn"

(‘speed & Leisure’
and Morrisse!

(‘st George

looms large, but
Flashguns stil)
off as vigorous

Omar and Cedric managed
tofitin a gig between
coffee shap visits...

Ll

Prog days

PARADISO, AMSTERDA

WEDNESHA R

Labyrinthine songs and funky moves in the
city these experimentalists were born to play

e Just wanna thank you all for
letting us be us .. for letting us
do what we want to do. ”
Prog. Self-indulgent. “Going
on abit". These are the
criticisms routinely thrown at The Mars Volta
wherever they may travel. Yet if theres one
cty in the world that seems a fitting venue for

Woah, fike,
tand melting, dude

this band, where the very traits that their
detractors object to are seen as ptos rather
than ¢cons, it'd be the one where you can buy
marijuana legally (even if you can't smoke it
indoors any more) and immerse yourself i
these - yeah! - epic soundscapes. The ripples
of applause that emanate fromthe massesin
front of them every time Omar Rodriguez-
Lopez deigns to even change chord;
the long-haired maniacs in the front
row who don’t stop domng that 180-
degree arc thing all the way through
their two-hour set; the fact the bars
are empty because no-one wants to
miss a thing... it's clear. Amsterdam
loves The Mars Volta and, as
Cedrie Bixler-Zavala makes clear
just before returning to the stage
for an encore beginning with
‘Luciforms’, the feeling is entirely
mutual. It’s a match made in heaven.
Or maybe hell.

And by extension, it would be hard,
in this setting, for even the most

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

ardent of haters not to be sucked into The
Mats Volta Experierce. Yeah, they do open
with a song entitled ‘Goliath’, yeah, they do
play for fucking ages {aithough, at two hours,
tonight 1s actually orw of their shorter recent
performances) ~nd, » w h, midway through
there’s a pronouncement that we should all
go home and “not Just sit there staring at
acomputer screen — create something
instead"”. Like, sure thing, dude.

They do what they would do 1n any town,
but the verging-on-cultish atraosphere here
in the Paradiso validates it, totally and utterly.
‘Cotopaxi, the single that preceded latest
album ‘Cetahedron’, is sharp and explosive -
prog-rock, maybe, but prog-rock infused
with the sprit and raunch of an early-twenties
Led Zep rather than the limp-dicked latter
days of Yes or Emerson, Lake & Palmer.
Similarly, ‘Viscera Eyes’ stretches beyond the
1c-minute rmark, but doesn’t feel whatsoever
like it’s outstaying its weleome - strung out,
visceral rockn'roll made by single-minded
individuals with scant concern for what is
hip, or even what is going on outside of their
own little world.

And they can dance, too. Omar tiptoes over
his ludicrously large pedal board throughout,
his arms flailing whenever the fretboard
allows. Cedric has no instrument to hamper
his movements, and thus for the entire set is
a blur of northern soul backdrops, spins and
handstands. There's one particularly nifty
manoeuvre he employs during ‘Desperate
Graves', which involves him launching his
microphone skyward, bouncing it back up
with the back of his Cuban heel as it comes
back down, spinning around three times,
catching it and then continuing with his
primal shrielt. Makes a change from duli,
identikit Velvets clones stood t ere
supposedly exuding ‘attitude”. Plus: how
many singers have a wheelie bin onstage
purely for gobbing in?

So: prog? Yeah, but only of the good-shit
variety. Self-indulgent? Mmm. maybe,
although ‘uncompromising’ is a much better
description And “going on abit”? For sure,
Such is the nature of what The Mars Volta
do, 11 stark contrast to the decraasing span
of yer modern rnusic fan’s attention, and
they're likely to continue to have the same
old eriticisms levelled at thern in whichever
town they might turn up in Not tonight,
though. Torught, they are both brilliant
and right at home. Hamish MacBain
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DEFTONES - BEIRUT - WILCO - BON IVER - CROOKERS - MAXIMO PARK - PAOLO NUTINI - CAVALERA CONSPIRACY - ERIC PRYDZ -
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New Album ‘Give Me Fire' released 5th October s
DAY 2ND AUGUST 2009, V M’T’U“
ROVE RD, TOWER HAMLETS, LONDONE
ﬂ {E PIGEON DETECTIVES. »'%Nﬂf
LITTLE BOOTS, HADOL W N!, MYSTERY JI
SILVERS, PATRICK WOLF, METRON (
LADYHAWKE, ESSE MH‘H BIG PINK,

Bl G

PLUS

TUE 18 ORGHTON ST GEORGE'S CHURCH 01273 808 32
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EROL ALKAN / THE BIG PINK / AMANDA BLANK / THE BRONX /
BEACH HOUSE / BOB HUND / SATYRICON / BADDIES /

THE BI6G PINK / AMANDA BLANK / BON IVER / CHAIRLIFT /
CRYSTAL ANTLERS / CRYSTAL CASTLES / DIRTY PROJECTORS /
ENSLAVED / FEVER RAY / FLORENCE & THE MACHINE /

FRIDA HYVONEN / 6ANG 6ANG DANCE / GRIZZLY BEAR /

HELLO SAFERIDE / | WAS A KING / JAGA JAZZIST / JOHNOSSI /
MAGNETIC MAN FEAT. SKREAM & BENGA / MONOTONIX /
MUNICIPAL WASTE / JAY REATARD / RISE AGAINST /

ASHER ROTH / SEUN KUT! & FELA'C EGYPT 80 / ULVER /
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WALE / JENNY WILSON
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WED 30TH  LEEDS UNI STYLUS 0113 3801371

' OCTOBER (gt F AN L
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LUIDELINES AND DISCL

NEW BAND TiIPS...

NME says: Make your band
stand out from the crowd
with imaginative lighting

dynamic, but if you're stlll at the
toilet venue stage it's unrealistic to
expect decent lighting... isn't it?
Not 50, says Ed Warren of Rext
Level Lights, who've illuminated
shows by (55, Florence &nd The
Machine, Klaxons and others.

WHY IS GOOD LIGHTING IMPORTANT?
“Every venue has people who go night after night to
watch live music, and bands can end up all looking
the same. The trick is to make the stage look like it's
your stage, using lighting to decorate it differently.”

WHAT CAN BE DONE IN MODEST VENUES?
“Some of my best shows were using six lights -
working with less makes you more creative.
Remember that the in-house lighting guy Is
basically there to make sure you can see the band.
50 it’s helpful to get a mate with a bit of imagination
and who knows your music to press the buttons.”

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVETO A
NEWCOMER ABOUT OPERATING LIGHTS?
“Follow the muskc. 8ring it up and down. | follow
the cymbal - stick with that and you c@an’t go wrong.
In terms of placing lights, play about a bit, Put
them above or below the band to produce
slihouettes. Things like that can make all

the difference In 2 small venue.”

WHAT NOW?

Ask friends who really know your tunes if they're
Interested in honing your light show, and give
them a trial at your next gig. If not, work out
what dynamics suft your songs and give the
In-house lighting engineer some direction.

NEW & UNSIGNED

WANT YOURBAND MENTIONED INNME? CALL 0203148 2989

BAKANA PEEL RADIC S INTERNATIONAL DEBUT
SHOW CASE
HEY YEAH A CANADIAN ONLINE INTERNET RADIO

- STATION A'PEEL'ING TO THE FUTURE OF TAMORROW
PRESENTS A MUSICAL SHOW CASE FEATURING:

The Harringtons, Gckhams Raiser,
Adele Wilding, Isabelie,
Tally Karen, Gapatin Bangerous,
Beautiful Sieazy, Kig

Friday 24th July @ Cross kings from 7.30pm
www.bananapeslradio.com

NME SAYS: Shiny funk-soul bruvvers

. "-3

k.
day 31st July
Tut’s Glasgow
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-
—
o) b=
| .
mmyspace.éoml
. eatcherglasgow
indieband

WORDSE: ROE WENS PHOTO: LAMES QLINTON

NME SAYS: Sturdy Glasgee indie rockers

www.myspace.confilliciteve

vt Wity fon ey srm 07 Sea/ LRSS

NME SAYS: Aussie grrel rawk

NRE SAYS: Rag-tag lo-fi rock ‘n’ roff from East Anglia
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- MARKETPLACE

7 BADGES, aTICKERS, BOTTLE OPENERS, NAGNETS,
POCKET MIRRORS, FLYERS, POSTERS,
BUSINES CARDS, PYC BANNERS,
[LSTON PlE[THUHﬁ/I]HlIHﬁTI[IE...

?Eﬂ; UK'S BEST VALUE SOURLE OF MEEL,!QHBEEE_

AWESOME BADGES TELEPHDNE - 0113 243 5667

www,.awesomebadges.co.uk | B3 BAAKSTON HOUSE - CROYDON STREET
info@owesemebadges.co.ok * LEEDS - L511 9AT - UNITED KINGDOM

» Do you fancy getting your band noticed by — 4
loads of other NME readers? . . Jog Strummer]’

BRIGA 13
~A_

« For as little as £70, you can get your band in
Britain’s biggest music paper, and

promote your singles, albums and gigs right
underneath the noses of everyone whose
opinion on music matters.
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To find out more call Mia Sanger
T: 0203 148 2634 or email
Mia_sanger@ipcmedia.com

ID| AND DISCLAIME|

GUIDELIMES
For Twrther Informat
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| WANT TO SOUND LIKE...

GRIZZLY BEAR

Derren Cromwell, 19, Worcester:
“How do | write and arrange
songs like the ones on
‘Veckatimest' by Grizzly Bear?”

{something GB are fond of) keeps
things Interesting. There are amillion
comho’s music is rock done withan different ways of doing arrangements,
obvious love of folk, dlassical and but the simplest method Is to build
Beach Boys-style harmonies - all put the song up on standard instruments
together inan idiosyncratic way. (guitar, bass, drums, keyboards} and

then start experimenting with others.
THE GEAR Non-standard instruments can power
A Fender Tele Deluxe, a Rickenbacker a whole song, burt always start off
bass, a Fender ¥lbro-Champ and an sparingly; a touch of triangle here and
Electro-Harmonix Holy Grail Reverh an ocarina part there will keep things
pedal are among the basics. Add to interesting without getting annoying.
this a synth, recorder, tambourine

BEST TRICK

and an omnichord and you'll be

well on your way. In fact, any a Treating vocals like an Instrument. Ed

instrument Is fair game. - Droste often puts his vocals through
things llke reverb, which makes it

IN THE STUDIO sound different and makes his voice

If you've got lots of elements fit In more with the band’s music.

going on, It's safer (and more

THE SOUND
At Its bare bones, the 8rookiyn

straightforward) to record
everything separately. Iit's also
a good idea ta record everything
cleanly; you can atways add
effects afterwards.

THE TECHNIQUE
Learn conventlonal
structures - eg Intro/
versefchorus/
verse/chorus/
middle-eight/
chorus/chorus.

A recognisable
format will

make strange
melodles or
Instruments more
accessibie, Ifyou
sing, work out
which cover songs
you can sing hest.
Throwinginakey
change (always go
upwarids), two-
thirds of the

way Into

asong

NEXT WEEK:
The Gaslight Anthem

Words by John Callaghan from...

RECORDING
STUDIOS

BAND SERVICES

WANTED! |

Ange| ‘M : Ezlab(l*ted.slgnedl?ndunmm
from Big Semmminip
forarecord ° : LT
comfany’ a{i& 2 g with phuiu-}dm‘uifpuss.
producer/ T §
manager and
a band to

Vocal Coach

WOfk wlth to the famous
for a band '  PUNK 2 OPERA
E London} el | SR

Boost Conhowves  Dema Tapes
Relaatan Esr Trairing
Rupid resuiz Halp with contacts

www.punk2epera.com
020 8958 9323

SYBIL ESMORE

BUY » SELL » TRADE at K'USIC & VIDEQ EXCHANGE
COs + RECORDS « DVDs + VIBECS « MEMORABILIA
36 - 42 Notting HIll Gate, L.ondon W11

75 & 95 Berwick St, Soho, W1

23 Greenwich Church St, SE10

208 Camden High St, NW+1

8 Smalibrook Queensway, Birmingham BS
Www.mveshaps.co.uk
N ot P £ el D ayaew

1 08456 441 442 Qpen?days 10am-8pm
KUOWLEDGEANLE STAFFWARTID 020 F111 0767

D &DVD
ool DUPLICATIO

ktrerrdrdrrebdaveit
% FREE SONGWRTERS *
HEWSHAG

A

[*]

*u line

P hs
a'v; ic atch
'QE rantee

mediasourdngeo
0845 686 000

Iformation € . nieg sonmam g,

The Gulkd of Indernziional
Songwriers & Composary
Sovereign House, 12 Tmwertha +

B U R

* - *
4 Ww sonquriters-gulld covk o

et r YRR AR TR

To advertise

BoraFideStudio

racording and rehearsal studio

=8 here, phone
] - chan -
50 pih Incd englneer E
== mma on
@22 7634 5350 or 020 7684 5351
STATION STUDIOS 0203 148
North Loncon premier rehegrsal

studos.
Backline, storage, ground floor, air
oonditioning. Best deals for new 2 58 9

bands?

Ask about our spegial
Saturday rate

120 8 361 8114
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‘ 'CROCODILES |

j WHERE: BRIGHTON FREEBUTT (FRI), SHEFFIELD
; TRAMLINES FESTIVAL (SAT), NOTTINGHAM
; CHAMELEGON {SUN), DERBY ROYAL {MON),
| GLASSOW STERSO (TUES)
o, ' - . i Snapping at the heels of My Bloody Valentine’s guitar

PICK OF THE WEEK 2. - swirls, Jesus And Mary Chain’s angst and the effortless

¢ool of The Velvet Underground ¢ome this $an Diego

' due Charles Rowell and Brandon Welchez,
| WWW.NME.COM/artists/crocodiles

WHERE: LONDON WILMINGTON ARMS (FRI)

A post-rock prospect more menacing than any underwater monster. Since releasing

i RADAR STARS
their ‘Orphaned By The Ocean’ album, London's instrumental noise beasts Teeth Of

The Sea have been wowing experimental sound-munchers, They support the [}
mighty Todd and fiendishly good Friendship for a show that's not to be missed. L ' :

WWW.NME. COM/artists/feeth-of-the-sea
- — - AW .
| AMERE TR TR FTETTRRL (SAT),
; LOMBAM 138 SMEPEmeancM 1EYTIVAL (SUN)

EVE RYONE’S " Timeto get friendly with strangers, well, sort
TALKING ABOUT

of. One of Radar’s favotiite expenmental

- psychedelic rock outffts hits the UK for the
festival season.

WHERE: MANCHESTER MOHO (MON), BRISTOL

THERLA {TUES)

- WWW.NME.COM/artists/a place-to-bury-strangers
Following a seven-

year absence {since 1 -

fifth LP ‘Handcream : i
For A Generatlan’), | PICK OF CLUB NME
Lelcester's finest
Indie outfit head out
in support of their
excelient new
offering, ‘Judy Sucks

WHERE: DONCASTER PRIORY {FRI)
, Holding court at this week’s Club RME are Essex four-

A Lemon For plece Magistrates. Missing out on their quixotic blend
Breakfast’, of blissful indie pop weoukd just be criminal, Get down
WWW.NME.LOM/ early for power-dub trio Young Fathers.
artists/comershop WWW.NVE.COM/clubitme

O, customers can get Priority Tickets to thousands of gigs nationwide

up to 48 hours before general release. Just register at 02.co.uk/priority
When Priority Tickets are gone, they’re gane. Terms apply.

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

PIETRR M VAN HAF)EN/DEAN FARRELY.
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1234 Shoreditch Festival organiser Sean

avcLusky joins kain Baker on the Forum
to discuss the latest singles, fram 4pm

BCLERST
John Mayall & The Blueshreakers
Spng & Awbrake 028 Y032 5968
Nial Rice Emp re 028 9024 9276
SIRVING KV
Kong#lapper 6121 236 2421
Tinchy Stryder 02 Academy 2
0870 771 2000

BRIETON
Dear Reader The Albert
01773 730499
Hearts Under Flre Freebutt
G173 603974
Tron Lung Engme Ruom
01273728999
The Wasp Factory/Riot Riot
Coa it on 01273726858
sniToL
Marnle Stermn/Tartufi Croft
Q117 937 4144
Richard Kennedy Prom 0117 942 7319
CAmNIDO ) &
Growlygsap.maza Porland Arms
Q1223 357268
CARDIFF
Andy McKee The Globe 07738 983947
The Locals Barfly 029 2066 7658
Silvermouse 8uffaka Bar
029 2031 0312

coan

Alela Diane Cyprus Avenoe

G0 35321 427 6165
oy

Gareth Idke The Roya 01332 3677 20
sauLN

Leonard Coben The D2 0871 230 1094

O'Death \Whe ans 00 3531 475 9372
EDNVDURCH

Roughamute The Ark 0131 228 5393
NETER

Lights And Sounds Cavern Club
01392 495370
‘GLASGOW
The Ads C assit Grand 0141 221 4583
The Last Alive Rackers 0141 221 0726
The Scanner Darkly 13th Note Cafe
0141553 1638
Socks OFT N ce 'Sleazy 0141 333 9637
6 Day Riot/State Broadcasters
King Tut s Wizh \Wah Hist 0141 221 §279
L oreno
Cansale Yourself By lercam
1433 440022
L

Middbernan Cockp t 0313 244 3446
LVERPOOL

The Fronteers 02 Acagermy 2
0870771 2000

Grammaths Karava 0151 709 7097
Metropolltans Barfly Loft @ Masque
0151 707 6171

Pussycat bolls Echo Arena

0344 8000 400

LaNDOM

Barefoot Confessor Garage
0207507 1818

Bear Pop/The Starts/Dverhead Kick
Duhl n Cast e 020 7485 1773
Cerberus Troybadour 020 7370 1434
The Déckles L nderwor d
02074821532

Don’t wait Ankmate 93 Feet East
020 7247 6055

Dukes Mixture Comedy

0207839 7261

60 NME 25 5uly 2009

Except The General Arts Cub The Death Set Hoxton Square Bar &
020 7460 4459 K tchen 020 7613 0709
The Hickey Underworld JtacBeth Twin Falls Good Sh p 0207372 2544
020 77395095 VerraCruz 100 Clut 020 7636 0933
Jarema The Fly 6870 507 0999 ANCETSTER
The Lelsure Soclety/Dan Donaeo Dry Bar 0161 236 5920
Michaslson & The Ccostmewdielttl  Hawe Heart Moha Live Q16! 834 B180
020 7664 2000 Idiom Phoen x 0181 272 5421
Little Lost David Slaughtered Lamb Mary C ub heademy
020 8682 4080 016§832 111
Morrissey 02 Br xton Acadeny The VCs Roadhiouse 0161 228 1789
Q8707712000 WEMCASTLE
Testament 02 Academy
0870 77¢ 2000
Toxic Melons Head Of Steam
0191 232 4379
ROMTRAMPTON
‘Young Guns Roadmender Centea
01604 604222
HORWROS
David Cronenberg’s wife Ar(s Centre
01603 £60352
NUTTINDSAN
Saving Aimee Rack City
08713 100000
FLASHGINS + DN arFzan
DIRTY HLMANS Joshua Radin/Melko 02 Academy 2
0870771 2000
PLYssouUTH
01273726858 Hobby Horses The juncbon
LOS ANGELES e
POTTIMOUTH
NOISETTES T
+ MAGICWANDS i
+ BARBATKS S Wexdgewood Rooms
e 0239286 3911
wernne
001323 661 4380 Bright Light Bright Light Old Frre
Staton 01142 752501
Lisa Mills Boardwalk 0114 275 9090
Panama Kings #onto Water Rats SOUTHANETOM
02078374412 The New 1920 Talking Heads
Redboxblue Buffa o Bar 023 8055 5899
02073596191 ‘We Stare At Mirars Hamptons Bar
Shotgun Alils/bets Against Glants 07919 253 508
Bul & Gate 0207485 5358 Yo
The standards Rhwihm Factory Darker Shades Of Gorgeous F hbers
02072479386 01904 654 250
Stones To 5and 12 Bar Club Swim Team C by Sereen Basement Baf
0207240 2622 01504541144

Marnie Stern, =
Craft, Bristol

= 14 AMD ABOVE
= ALL AGES

= 16 AND ABOVE

= UNDER 145 WITH AN ADULT

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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WEDNESDAY ||THURSDAY

Sarah Kerr tells Claire Sturgess all the
hottest news and backstage gossip from
the Searet Garden Party, from 10am

Be AFamlllar The Tunnels
D224 21112¢
2

Freeland Waterfront 028 9033 4455

Aqualung Glee Club 0870 241 5093
Strangle Kojak 02 Academy 3
0870 7712000

Young Fate Asylum 0121 233 1109
| p—

Heavy Load Oczan Rooms

01273 699069

The New 1920 Freetutt 01273 403574
Purple Bubble The Ledtern
01273635258

The Pursuit The Hope 01273 723 568
Shoplifting For Begitners The Albert
01273730499

I
The Fight Bierkeiler 0117 926 8514
Janks Haves Prom 0117 9427319

The Leisure Society Thekla
08713100000

Miss skarlet Lolssana 017 526 5978
Rosa Kemp Croft

0f17 9874144

Spectrum Mr Walfs

ou7 927 3221

Such Hawks Cube Ciema

0H7 907 41950

Testament 02 Academy

0870 7712000

Theht Fit Start The Bus 0447 930 4370
| —

Vile Bodies Portiand Arms
01223 357268
:—‘ - o :‘ 1
Hayseed Dixie Giohe 07738 383947
Amnne cTancv's

00 35321 427 6097

—
-

Esteban Ruckhuse 01332 209 36
Kiser The Royal 01332 36 7720
,_7 —

C c—

Johin Mayall & The Bluesbreakers
Academy Q0 3531 877 9999

Leonard Cohen The 02 01 819 8888
Mark Kozelek Andrew s Lane Theatre
00 3531 6795720
Ky Brown Yoodeo Rooms

0131556 7060

Los Henry's Celiar 8ar 0131 228 1288
Paper Beats Rock/Lions. dwase.
Tigers Cabared Voltare 0131 220 6176
| —
The Pharpahs Cavern Club

0£392 495370

The Tallgaters The Longhrooke
01392257036

| o R, §
Bon Iver Fisheries Freld
0870 5344444

o e N
Alexander Munay 13th Note Cafe
014k 5531638

Brother Louls Gollective/Luva Anna
King Tut's wah Wah Hut 0J4f 221 5279
Cats On Fire The Fhang Duck

0f41 572 0E0D

Hiding1n Reno Rackers 0141 221 6726
Idiom Ciassic Grand 0f41 221 4583
Three Bays Born Nice n Sleazy

0445 333 9637

Attack! Attack!/Ghasts On Pegasus
Berl g Basloroom 01483 440022

Secret Garden Party; The
Bookhouse Boys “Secrel’ Iocation
0871230 1094

The Finnlys Cockpit 053 244 3446
Growing Brudenelt Sodal dut
O3 2435866

Jason Ringenberg New Roscae
013 246 0778

| ——

Rose Elinor Dougall Firebug

0116 2551223

— T YD
The Bennett Boys 100 Ciub
0207636 0933

Elack Danbel £lectric Gnema
0207229 3688

Eroken Stars Legion 020 7613 3012

o A
+ ALVBREZ KINGS
+ VHBEA

o423

HITCHIN
THE FOXES
+ LAV ABIDING
OTIENS

0845 257 5757

Carina Round Monto Water Rats
0207837 4412

Damo Suzuki Rhythm Factory
02072479386

The Daylight Faded The Fly
0870 907 0uoY

Dead Like Harry Goud Ship
Q073722544

Dear Reader 222 Club
02076318310

Ether Hope & Anchor
Q207354 1312

Frankmusik Heaven 020 7930 2020
Frontier Ruckus Windmill
020 8671 0700

Have Heart inderworld
Q2074821532

dimmy Etheridge 93 Feet East
0207247 6095

Joseph Arthur & The Lonely
Astronauts Bush Hafl

020 8222 6955

RADIO

!

i
Leonard Cohen,
02, Dublin

Joshua Radin Madame k0%
02077342473

Kaleb Bull & Gate 020 7485 5358
Koko Yon Napoo Buifato Bar
0207352 6191

Marnie Stem/Tartufi Luminave
0207137213

ke Snow Arts Club 020 7460 4459
Nneka Cargo 0207 749 7840

The Operation Dublin Castle

Q20 748517713

Rebecca Poole Troubadawr Club
0207370 1434
Rescue Cat Soclal 620 7636 4992
The Tunics 02 Acadermy 2 islington
Q870 775 2000

The Warlocks/wild Palms Hozlon
Sguare Bar & Kitchen 020 7613 0709
We Rock Like Girls Don't Enterprse
0207485 2689

Whateweriand Barfty D870 907 G990
_———

Ay Revoir Simone Night And Day Cafe
0161236 1822

Gint Ruby Lounge 0161 834 1392

Hot Club Of Cowtown Academy 3
Q0161832 1111

Tinchy Stryder Acadenyy 2

QOl61 832 1111

Vagner Love Dry Bar 0164 236 5520
Yacht Deal inslitule 0161 330 4019

Maybe Myrtie Tyrtle Cluny
0191230 4474

P & Vandals The Cumberl
Arme 019§ 265 6151
Sauarewave Head Of Steam
0191232 4379

The Dickies Waterfront 01603 632217
-

Ignaminlous Incarceration RO(E City
03713 100000

The Whisky Jax Met Lounge
01733566100

Tom Allalone & The 78s Boarchwalk
Q114 279 9690

Alabama 3 Brook 0273 2055 5366

Kill Kasper Fat Fox. Atnurn
0239283 7078

Fuel For Tired Minds Horn
01727 853143

No Tuming Bacﬁlon;he Furnace
01793534233

Wlilﬁm 12 Bar 01793535713

Exmopilots 5nogty Fox 01924 374455
BB

Acres Of Ocean Pubtic 0121 533 7161
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Hot Club De Paris Korova
violet Lucorum 01226 299921 0151709 7097
N . A — ™
The Sete V1o T2 474447 Adam Wedd and The Independents
] Spice OF Life 020 7437 7013
Chase Methe B3 frcs gt 39420 Baxter 100 Club 020 7636 6933
mmrasy : The Big Lk Good Ship 0207372 2544
Wilie Byrne Empire 028 9024 w276 The Do Barfly 0870 907 0999
e - Eddie And The Hot Rods Forum
The Filthy Habits 02 Academy 3 02073440044
0870 7712000 The Eden House Stata 020 7833 2022
ini lon Eddie’s Th dfathers Garape
Rock Chub ) BUSK 0121 643 2093 0207607 1818
Supersonk Festival: Army Of Flylng
Robots/Atomized/Drum Eyes/PCM/
Taint Custard Faclory 0121 248 2252
el « CLUB
crocodlles Freebutt 01273 603974 -
Le Band Extraordinaire The Alterl |
D273 730499 |
The MEssing Fingers Providence
QRN 727822
The Warlocks Audw 01273 624343
- R
s Trlda 08713100000 CHELMSFORD
Long Story Short 02 Acaderty 2 SEVEN SUMVERS
0870771 2000 + ROURDS + THINK
still Fiyin’ Starl The Bus LOSTINTHETIRE
0117 930 4370
Vanilla Kick Junction 01223 511501 01245 356811
--feh—ta————_
Zenyth Barfl 029 2065 7658 DONCASTER
— -
Art Of Rebelllon The BoxCluf ULTERIOR
0871230 1004
— I, _ 01302 388 1222
Dedan 0"Raurke The Pavikian
0035321 4276228
Katequire Clancy $ 00 35321 477 6097 LONDON
= - - MAGETRATES
Agenda 21 The Viclora In + YOUING FATHERS
01332740091
You-V-Me The Royal 0133236 77 20 020 73883222
The Ladyblrdz Academy
003531877 9999 The Grit Underworid 020 7482 1932
Wallls Bird Whelan's 00 3531 4759372 Halagoogoo Dublin Castle
| — - W 02074851773
The Asps Cabaret Voltaire Hanks Bar Rumba 020 7287 2715
0131 220 6176 Life In Sllence/District Myths Bull &
Found/Dead Boy Robotics Sneaky Gate 020 74855358
Pete’s 0131 225 (757 The Maharajas 229 Club
The Neons The Ark 0131 228 9393 02076318310
The Mothettoad Hope & Anchor
BH#MUS Lamb 01252 714133 0207354 1312

Buckcherry Garage 0141 332 1120
DIviding The Line 02 Academy 2
0870 771 2000

Frankmuslk King Tub's Wah Wah Hul
D141 221 5279

Growdng N«ce'n'Sleazy G141 333 9637
e

B-Fold Boileroom 01483 440022

Secret Garden Party: Jarvis
Cocker/Phoenix Secrel’ lacation
0871 230 1094

P N —
Lo-Fi Culture Scene Cockpit Room 3
03 2441573

Maple Flre Rios 01274 735549
Merck Drift £lhow Rooms

0F£3 245 7011

South View Juniors Cockpit Room 2
0113244 3446

Zapain Cardigan Arms 0113 224 2000
 amme

China Crisis 02 Academy
0870 771 2000

The New 1920 02 Academy 2 Islingtan
0870 7712000

Oh Minnows Old Blue Last

0207613 2478

Pilots Underbelly 020 7613 3105
Pushboxer honto Water Rats
0207837 4412

The Rifies Proud Gafleries

020 7482 3867

Shrag The Victoria 0871 230 1094
Sky Larkin Lexington 020 7337 5387
Testament 02 Shepherts Bush
£myre 0870 774 2000
Todd/Friendship/Teeth of The Sea
Club Clang @ The Wilmingtoa Arms
020 7837 1384

Vitalic/The Horrors/Mark Moore
Corsica Studrs 0207 703 4760
Yacht Cargo 0207 749 7840

| ———

The Beat Maha Live 0161 834 8180
Mamie Stemn isiington il

The Moss Project Deaf nslilule
0161330 4019

Pegasus Bridge Neght And Day Cafe
0161236 1822

Sumo Kings Roadiouse D163 228 1789
Aft soldiers Ruby Lounge

0161834 1392

-——

The Ascanslon Fishpond
01629 581000

———

The BandIts Egypt Cottage

0191232 0218

This Machine Star Inn 0391 222 311
PLTEROOIOUCH

The bxiek Me: =y (7566100
The StarwsCe la 0871 30109
erTELn

Bllly Martdn Jow New Barrack Tavera
01142345148

The Culprits Boacdwalk

0114 279 9090

Jason Ringenberg tanersity Arms
0114 222 8969

Little Comads Plug 0114 276 7093
- e—-

Guru Orange Rooms 02380 232333
Mlles Hunt lomers 023 3022 5612

Seott Ashley Suparmill D782 21499
A . - _ __ &}
Global Gathering: The Prodigsy/
Pendulum/Klssy Sell out Marston
Airfied 0871 230 1094

| —

Scarkat Rarfots Sin City 01792654226
Qure The Disaster The Furnace
01793534238

bysses The Vickoria 0871 230 1094

Kaleb Snooty Fox 01924 374455
Patriot Other Escobar 01924 332000

Favours For Sailors City scre;
Basement Bar 01904 541144
Grammatles Fiibers 01904 651 250

Sky Larkin,
Lexington,
Londan

JULY 25

Kong Tunnels 01224 211121
The Tnehes b d clu 0844 847 2319
ATH

Uiyoeme e s i 2 404445

HEaFioy =t
BN RNCH AN

Supersonic Festivak Corrupted/

Diagonal/Growing/iran Lung/

Tartufl/Mamle Stem/Light Trap

Custard Factory 0121 248 2252

Everyhody Looks Famous

Q2 Academy 30870771 2000

Glass Gods Actress & Bishop

0121 367426

Marquls Drive |shand Bar

0121 6325296

-4 340120

Bad Sandwich The Albert
01273730499

Lucky Soul The Hope 01273723 568
Mojokings Hobgeilin 04273 602519
Tweak Bird Freebutt 01273 603974
agp-—p——
Blacktire Reckless Engineer

0117 929 0425

The Bombardlers Lauisiana

0117 926 5978

The Bones Prom D117 942 7319
The Matherioad Fleece

0117943 09%

-

The Gentlernan Portfand Arms
01223 357268

= =
Slerra Alpha Barfly 029 2066 7653

The tirombru 3 Clancy’s

00 3532f 427 6097

Wallls Bird Cyprys Avenue
00 3532F 427 6165
o—

The Storm OF 83 Frankys Bar
08712301094
. —
Dividitg The Line The Yictoria Inn
G332740091

The Parents/FightIng Evil ks
Cool/If Looks Could Kill Rockhause
01332209 236
e
Decian 0'Rourke Whelans

00 3531 4759372

No Means No Buttgr Factary

0D 3531 670 9202

Chk Picture Howse 0344 847 1740
[
Bobkatz The Longbrooke

01392 257036

Brace For A Fall Tigzas 01392 437929
.

Ben Sturrock Nsoa'n'Sleazy

0141 333 9637

Bonesaw 13th Note Cale 0141 553 1638
Glint King Tut’s Wah Wah Hut

G141221 5279

Siphon Plane The Twister Whee!
0141221 4351

Yinung States ABC2 0141 204 5158
e
This s Colour Club 85

01462 437767

o
Secret Garden Party: Rodrigo ¥
Gahriella/vy Brown/Gulldean
Gang/The Do Secret’ location
OR71 230 1094

Ego Killer Faversham 0113 2458817

DUR BA L 1! H A
AND SUBMIT YOUR LISTING FOR FR
1 | | A REE Wi BEFUR

SATURDAY

DIOYY, Global
Gathering, stratford
Upan Avon

Nancy Wallace Union Chape!

0207226 1686

Oclo Good Ship 020 7372 2544

Smudge Ednhurgh Cedfars

0207226 0000

The $torys Luminawe

02073727123

Straighten Out BubBin Castle

02074851773

Tobacoo Road The Fly

0870907 G999

Tubelord Arts Club 020 7460 4459
® Railroad/ e

93 Feel East 0207247 6095

Vil Fiction Monto \ater Rats

0207837 4412

Youssou N'Dour indigo (2 The 02

Arena 0870 701 4444

Pesticide Drganica Fuel
0161282 6040
Toxic Twins Ruby Lounge
0161 834 1392

Pussycat Dolls Quey Park
01843 841773

The New 1920 Rack City
08713100000

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

Ghosts On Pegasus Bridpe joseph’s — ™
Well 0113 2G3 1861 Cormershop 02 Academy 2
Last Temple Orchestra Cardigan 0870 771 2000
Arms 0113 274 200D Meet Me At Midnight wheatsheaf
Micky P Kerr Cackpit 0113 244 3446 018565721156
The Blight Brudenell Socal Club F —
0113 2435866 shaped By Fate Mel Lounge
e— 01733 566100
The Bo Weevils 02 Acadenw 2 -
Q870 7712000 White Sunday Oakfard Seaal (ub
Mercla Delft Bumper 0L16 2553956
0151707 9502
Pele 02 Academy 0870 771 2000 Buckchery Corporation
E___ B - 0114 276 0262

i {Th ng ine Kim Green Rogm
Days Proud Gallerses 020 7482 3867 0l14 2490720
TheBanned 12 Bar Club Lights And Sounds Leadmi
0207240 2622 0114 221 2828
The Blockheads Forum The Listeners Shakespeare
02073440044 0114 234 963
The Complete Short Stories/Glue - ———a
Bult & Gate 020 7485 5358 Recreation Joiners 23 8022 5612
Drunken Balord] Windanll The Warlocks/Wild Palms Hamptons
020867t 0700 Bar (7916 253 0B
Gary Numan 02 Shepherds Bush | —
Empire 0870 771 2000 Truck Festival: Ash/wild Beasts/a
The Guns OF Pig Alley Hope & Anchor  Place To Bury Strangers/Damo
0207354 1312 suzukifRed Light Company/
Ignominious Incarceration Wintersleep/We Were Promised Jet
Linderworld 0207432 1932 Packs Hilt Farm 01235 321262
Intermational HI-Fl Garage | —
0207607 1313 Romangv White Lion Hotel
Joker Legion 020 7613 3012 G161 480 2720

 — .
My Sergeant Mask Sugarmill
01782 214991

Global Gathering: Orbital/Does
It offend You, Yeah?/The Whip/
Frankmusik/Tommy Sparks/Dan
Black/The Subs Marston Airfield
0871 230 [094

Rulns Of Earth The Furnace
01793534238

This ts England The Rolleston
01793 534238

Attack? Attack! The Forum
0872777101

Aphemla Snouty Fox 0192:1 374455
Last Gang Escobar 1924 332000
———

Testament Wlfrun Hall 01902 552121
2ellE Civic Hall 01902552121

No Consequence Yhe Orange Box
01604 239100

DayLight Frequencles Gty Sereen
Basement Bar 0i904 541144
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SUNDAY

JULY 26

ARERONEN
alint/atlas Skye Tunnels 01224 211121
BELFAST
ieonard Cones Odyssey
028 90739074
BIRMINGHAM
Lazy Lizards/Phantos Limb Hare
And Hounds QL 21 414 2081
The New 1920 Fl ~c cr 0121 236 2421
Saving Aimee O 4 adenty
0870771 DO
Supersanic Festival:
&5daysofstatic/arbouretumy
caribou/Chris Herbert/Earthiess/
Goblin)arboe/Khryam Allaml/
Nancy Wallace/Pontiak/Pram/
PRE/Theo/The Memory Band/z2z
Custard Factowy 0121 248 2252
BRIGHTON
bavid Rodigan Coalition( 273726858
DERBY
waded 43/Nobody’s Foal
The victorla Inn 01332 74 00 SL
DUBLIN
Taking Back Sunday Academy
00 3531 B77 9999
EDINBURGH
Active Minds Henry's Cellar Bar
Q131 21 288
GLASGOW
Carnivares/Kong Nice'nSleazy
0141 3339637
HUNTINGDON
Secret Garden Party: Delroy
Wittlams/Emlllana Torrimd ‘Secret’
location 0871 230 1094
LIVERPOOL
The Asroplanes 02 Atademy
0870771 2000

62 "“E 25 July 2009

Lightning Seeds Philharmaonic Hall
0151 210 2395

LONDON
1234 shoreditch Festival: The
Rakes/Chrame Hoof/A Piace
To Bury Strangers/SCUM/O

childrensulter] “

/Rank
t/Banjk

o naicnam
soclal/Factory Floor/Kasms/Ipso
Facto/Video Nasties/Vegas Whores/
Witd Palms/The Warlocks/Televised
Crimewave/Sunderbans/Sloppy
Seconds/Alon ClubySilhouette/
Polly Scattergood Shoredileh Park
0874 230 10%
All Forgotten/Don Broco/
Schalars/Hearts tinder
Flre/vell 1t To The Marines Barfly
0870907 099
Castilo/Koobind Lt
020748517
Condition Dead/Leam To S¢ream
Bull & Gat € 074355590
Corvupted/Tharr’s Hammer/The
accused Scala 020 7833 2022
Dan Balrd Buderine 020 7734 5547
Rubicks/)apanese Voyawrs/The
Males/Vulgatians Hoxton Square Bar
& Kitchen 0207613 0709
Squirtgun Underworld 020 74821932

MANCHESTER
Frankmusik Deaf Institute
0161330 4019
Mouthweash Retro Bar 0161 274 4392
Sllent Screams/Desolated jahez
Clegg 0161 272 8612

NEWCASTLE
The Dickies 02 Acadeny 2
0870771 2000

'nCaste

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

Indoor Fireworks/The Restaurant
T Ty 0151 2652550
Jo Jlames Band Egypt Coltage
01512320218
The Kleks Siar Inn 0191222 3111
Steve Daggett The Robin Hood
01?1 Za_? 0265
NORWICH
The Citizens Rendeer 0871 230 1094
NOTTINGHAM
Crocodiles Chameleon 01159505097
PORTIMOLTH
Mimi Soya Cellars 0871 230 1094
Scott Hodges Wedgewood Rooms
0239286 391
READING
Haltalln/Gedwits Sauth Street Arts
Cenhe 0118 960 5060
SREFFELD
The Dudleys New Barrack Tavern
0114 34 5148
Ketamine Kim West Street Live
0) 14 2722552
SOUTHAMPTON
Arnle cottrell Band Platforn Tavern
02380337232
Llaruso giners 023 8022 5612
STEVENTON
Truck Festival: Supergrass/The
Candyskins/Yacht/Pulled Apart By
Horses/The Ghost 0f A Thousand/
The Joy Formidahle/The Xcerts/and
56 | Watch You From Afar/Catories/
Telegraphs/Dive tve/The Long
Inslders/The Epstein/2all Flly
Clssokho Hill Farm 012.5 821262
WAKERELD
The Etemal End Snaoty Fox
01924 374455

The Rakes, 1234 Festival,
Shoreditch, London

ABERDEEN
Miles Hunt Moshulu 0844 847 2319
BELFALT
Taking Back sunday Spring &
Airbral.e 028 9012 5968
BIRMINGHAM
Ghosts On Pegasus Bridge
Edwrards b 0 8 0121 643 5835
BRASTOL
David Cella Prom 0117 942 7319
Teller/The Speedwell Invention
Louis‘ana 0117 526 5978

crocodlles The Roval 01332367720

Down With Temptation The Victoria
Inn 8133274 0D St

EENBURGH

Tweak 8lrd Sneaky Pete's

Q131 225 1757

GLASGOW

saving Admee King Tul’s Wah Wah Hut

LOMDOM
Anne Seagull/Avdio Hazard/Las
Kellles Hooe & Anchor 020 7354 1312
Anmy Celsl/Nelson Bragg/Paul
Stesl/The See See Luminaire
073727123
Arbouretum The Lexington
02078375387
Blue King Brown Borderline
020773 5547
The Flrestone/The Workhouse/
Vespa Dublin Castle 020 7485 1773
Goblln Stala 0207833 2022
Laruso/Piastic Toys/Goodies

Bai Ity 0870 907 6999
The uityrnoens The Old Queen's Head
0207 839 7261
Lucinda Williams 02 Shepherds Bush
Empire Qu70 771 2000
The Savage Nomads 12 Ear Cub
020 7240 2622

01412215279 shaped By Fate Underworid
LEEDS 7482 |93
Buckcherry Cockpit Q113 244 3448
Earthless Cockpit Room 3 Comershop Moho Live
0113 2441573 0161 B34 8180
[ T ¥ Child/The Strobes/
Gloria Estefan Echo Arena Satnam's Tash Night And Day Café
0844 8000 400 0161236 1822

Clandestino Head Of Steam
0101 232 4379
NORWICH
Emiliana Torrind Arts Centra
ot
| PERTH
“tha Revivals Ice Factory
01738 630011
| poRTSIMOITE N
Elephants Ceilars 0871 230 1094
| SHEFFELD
Feayless Mnda Grapes 0114 244 090%
| SOUTHAMPTON -
Forever Wednesday Hamptons Ear
07919253508
Regonate lainers 023 8022 5612
| sYoRs oNTRENT
Wolf Am | Sugarnill 01782214991
T aLmaNg
Carbon Horn 01727 853143
L TUNBEIDGN
UK Subs The Kebsey Arme
I WAKEFIFLD
Gunshot Resldue Escobar
01924 332000
| vyEOWRL
Dividing The Line/Deal Havana
The Orange Bax Q1604 239100
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BIRMINGHAM
Emlllana Torrinl/istand Line
Glee Club 0870 241 5093
BRIGHTON
Bear Pop/Pocket Drummers/
The $tars bown To Easth The Albert
01773730499
BEKTOL
Cornershop Thekla 08713 100000
Hlaltalln Losiiana 0117 926 5578
Kama Linden Fleece 0117 945 0996
CAMBRIDGE
The Spooky Men's Chiorale
Junttlon 81223 511511
CARINFF
Young Guns/None The Less/
Portralts/Solutions Barfly
029 2066 7658
DERRY__
Ghosts On Pegasus Bridge
The Victoria lnn 013532 74 00 91
ENNEURGH
The Marvels/Seven Deadly Sins
The Electnc Cinas 0131 226 4224
IXETER
Annotations Of An Autopsy/
Trigger The Bloodshed Cavern Club
01392 495370
GLASGOW
Axxonn I3th Note €afé 0131 5531638

Glee Club, Blrmingham

Crocodiles Stereo 0141 576 5018
105t On LandIng/Lights & Sounds
The Tw 4w \Wheet 0141 221 4851
Miles Hunt Roclers 0141 221 0725
GUILDFORD
Open The Skies/Rearts Under Fire
Boileraom 01483 44002
LEEDS
Traflghter Cockail Room 3
0113 2441573
LONDON
8uffy Sainte-Marle Queen Elizabeth
Hall 0207980 4242
€alsson Purk OB71 971 5418
Cal fader &rts Club 020 7460 4456
charlie Dore Borge fine
0207724 47
The Cutaway/The Centrals 1tonto
Water Raw 020 7837 4412
First Ak Kit/RIue Roses/KIll it Kid
The Lewanion 020 7837 5387
Naoxshl 229 Club 020 7631 £310
Oxygen Ponles/Randl Russo
12 Bar Club 020 7240 2622
Perfect People Gur e 070 7607 1818
The Pints/This Is Not A Dead
Transmission/Iron Sorfita/Dry Til
Friday Huge & A ihar 070 7354 1312
‘The Thirst/David J/The Dreamers/
EmavGood Ship 02073722544

O, customers can get Priority Tickets to thousands of gigs nationwide
up to 48 hours before general release. Just register at 02.co.uk/priority

BOOKING NOW

This is Cotour Underworkd Yeal: Yeah Yeahs:
02074821932 back in black

Tweak Brd Madame Jojo’s {and a bit of biue)
0207734 2173 h

White Rabbits Ha 120 Square Bar

&Kitch n{Q20761 10704

Wooden Bolts/Small Engine Repalr
Slaughte n d L>mt 020 265 2 4080

You Mie At Six/attack! Attackt/out

of Slght Forum 020 7344 0044
NEWCASTLE

Bugkcherry 02 Academy 2

08707712000

- NORWKH

Gilad Atzmon The Green Man

01603 782693
NOTTINGHAM

steve Phanock Running Horse

G115 578 7358
PORYSMOUTH

The Perils Cellars 0871 30 1094
SOUTHAMPTON

Kever Back Down Hanip ons Bar

07919 23508

Wolf am | Jolner 023 8022 5612
STALBANS

Storm Chaser Horm 01727 853143
WINCH -

Arbouretum Raitway tnn

01962 867755

'YEAH YEAH YEAHS

: Time for heads to rolk. Karen 0, Nick Zinner and Brian Chase head back to
: the UK for an extensive tour this winter that they're sure to, er, biltz.
. WWW.NVE.COM/artists/yeah-yeah-yeahs

Glaswegian indie pop ensemhle Camera Obscura head
otit across the UK this autumn following the release of
their fourth studio album, ‘My Maudlin Career’.
WWW.NME.COM/artists/camera-obscitra

Following the phenomenal success of her debut
electropop atbum offering, fiery redhead Elfy
Jackson hits the road.

WWW, VME.COM/artists/fa-roux

Behemoths of alternative rock, Dinesaur Jr tear
up the rock™n'roll road map following the release
of their phenomenal album ‘Farn’,
WWW.NME.COM/ardsts/dinosaur-jr

When Priority Tickets are gone, they're gone. Terms apply.

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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STUFF WE LOVE

TERRY HILL

ONLINE STORE

This year marks the 40th
anniversary of the legendary
Woodstock festival, so to
celebrate the memory (0K, we
weren't there, but we can
imagine) of the likes of
Hendrix, Creedence,

The Who and, well,
everyone good In the
'60s playing as the sun
came up over Max
Yasgur's farm, buy this T-shirt.
Oh, and stay off the brown acid.

£1599

We’ve heen talking about gadgets to get
your non-digital muslc into the 215t
century, but this could be the final doozy.
It acts as a bridge betweern your record,
tape (remember them? That Boy Who
Likes You made you one) or MiniDisc
{remember them? Ne?) player and

your computer, 50 you can chudk

Mi-WMeister

SRIDM aam

all your old Rites Of Spring

seven-inches on to your MP3
player and listen to them while

you're lifting weights.

£49.99

WIN THE LED ZEP BOOK

CLUES ACROSS

1 Any chance of a hand-out?
They might have a ‘Wall of
Arms’ but It's been Weeks
without (3-3-3-2)

9 Florence And The Machine
keeping organh music live? (5)
10 “fust the beat of a fonely
heart and it’s mine/f don’t
wanttohe_____" The Bee
Gees(5)

11+26D Their albums include
"Fear Of Music’ and ‘Stop
Making Sense’ (7-5)

13 Remnants of this metal
reggae band are making a
cormehack as Raw Bud {3-3)
14 Music of general appeal
from U2(3)

15 One mercy, perhaps, In
this being New Qrder’s debut
sln;le 1633

18 ‘We Care' for indie band
on Hutiabel {5)

19 Michael Jackson i
performance fram a Scottish
mountain? {3)

20+24D I'd strjke up 2 new
:go:)wnh band from London

64 NMEI 25 July 2003

21 A rebel dub mix of a
Cocteau Twins song (9)

25 've memorised every
word and note of this
Kasheen number (3-2-2-4)
27 Kate Bush went and ‘Sat
In Your__* (3}

28 Singer/songwriter who
put on 2 ‘Braveface’ wearing
a hig qulff (5)

29 IS thrash metal band who
released album ‘God Hates
Us Ali on the day the Twin
Towers were destroyed (5)
31 Where Arctic Monkeys,
Radighead and Kings Of Leon
head ine this summer {5)

32 Beginning transmission
of a¥eil Young album (5)

33 4,indie rack band
witha *Works Project’ on v2
records (5}

CLUES DOWN

1*where we going, what we
doing this might?/Feel drunk
already, maybe my drink got
spiked”, 2007 (4-4-7)

21n 2005 they left "Not
Everyone' ‘Unsatisfled’ -

“Just Frlends’ {4-5-4}

3 “ Welil she should have gone
to schoof, and she should
have made it through, bot
she never”. 2006 {2-6)

4°A  _Like You' by Edwyn
CoMins14)

5+16D Founder of Durutti
Co umn {4-6)

& “Above us only sky”,
1975(7)

7 Londoners who went round
for ‘A Gilded Eternity’ (4}
12+80 US hardcore rockers
lorated in wild open areas
around the west (-1-1-7}

16 (See 5 down}

17 Best Live Band at 2009
Shockwaves NME Awards (4)
19 (See 23 down)

22 ___International had a
905 Number One hit with
‘Duh Be Good To Me' {5)
23+19D The 2006 hit-making
collaboration of Danger
Mouse and Cee-Lo (67}

24 {See 20 across)

26 (See 11across)

30 They released ‘The
Lexlcon Of Love' {1-1-1)

| Trevor Hungerford

N

N
Q\\\'\Q%\\‘ 8% ‘%

Compiled by

JUNE 27 ANSWERS
AROSS

1+10A+11A Travels With Myself
And Another, 8 A-Punk,
12+16D There She Goes,
13Nas, 15+180 Luke Steele,
17Paln, 20 Banquet, 22
Efghties, 25 Everest, 26 Ona,
27 Hum, 28 News, 30 Dalce,
34+14D kigkody AM, 350244
HombreLobo, 36 \ham.

DOV
1TimeToPretend. 2

Angwering Beff, 4+21D 5tatus
Quo, 5 InDa Chb, & Hadauken!

7Bush,  Kern, 23+3D

COnEileen, 24 Lenny, 29+15D

With Teeth, 31 Oto, 32
33 Jam, 34 Me.

There’s areason we haven't been
deluged with guality Zep ephemera -
they trusted so few people
that most of their inner
circle remains closed.
Snapper Neal
Preston, however,
was thelr officlal
photegrapher and
captured the legends
around the world,
everywhere from the
bustle of the
enormodomes to
the quiet little
. maiments. The

‘ " shots are
interspersed with
a chat with Preston, We've

got three to give away. To be in with
a chance of winning, correctly
complete the crossword below.

£19.95

Apparently, some hand
called Blur refoermed and
played some shows to

a few people the other
week, right? And that

guy, erm, Damien, he likes
wearing Fred Perry stuff
and pretending it"s stiil
the '60s, yeah? You too
can get that authentic
swagger. For hest restilts,
sport while walking down
the road shouting, “ci ol!"
at passers-by.

\

£44.99

ut OF the hat wiest

. _4- P

ith yoer il ']
with ths ksee date, before Tuesday, July 28,2009, to the follow|ng address: Crosawrcrd. NWE, Ith Floor,

Bl Fin Bullding.

Laviion, SE1 05U, Fir

Come

Cab,

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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A LITTKY/SAM JONES

CHAL

2

¥ acronyms commence,
3 July27,9pm

> LA ROUX VS LADYHAWKE

July 28, 1pm

PICK OF THE WEEK ||

REVEREND AND THE
MAKERS TAKEOVER

The latest in our artist hijacks sees the Rev
grab the remns and take you through an hour of
his top tunes, Expect the likes of Bob Marley,
MIA, The Clash and John Lennon plus some
pearls of wisdom from the big man himself,
Tuesday, July 28, 9pm

PLUS...

WEDNESDAY

JAY-Z VS LINKIN PARK
A celebrity death-match
tothe bitter end.

July 22, 9pm

THURSDAY
FROM THE BEGINNING
A chancetoseeBlur's
career from theword go,
July 23, 1pm

FRIDAY

CLUB NME CHART

With Tommy Sparks, Boy
Cnsis and Animal Collective,
July 24, 10pm

SATURDAY
50 ESSENTIAL

Lily and others bring the sun.
July 25, 2pm

SUNDAY
TOP 50 US ALL-STARS
The White Stripes, KOL
and Green Day feature.
July 26, 1pm

MONDAY

MIA VS €55
Let the battle of the

TUESDAY

Whose side areyouonn
the alHemale pop battle?

VOTE NOW!
GO Lo WWIW.NME.COM/
NMWETV to have your say

Full listings: NME.COM/NMETV

SKYCHANNEL 0184
VIRGIN MEDIA 975

FREESAT 727

BORMBAY BICYCLE
CLUB

Session played: Monday, July 6
The best thing to come out

of Crouch End since Gilhan
Anderson, and certainly the

bES’t band named after a cu.rry
house, we've been fans of Bombay
Bicycle Club for some time, They
treated us to some exclusive
acoustic tunes and talked about
their recent series of unique gigs,
one of which was in a mineshaft!

COMING UP...

Il NME FORUM W SARAH KERR

1234 Festival organiser Sean NME Radio’s Claire Sturgess is

McLusky joins Iain Baker thisweek at the UK's most quirky festival,

to heap praise/career-burning Secret Garden Party. Tune in

damnation (delete as appropriate) this mornming to find cut what'’s
been going down at the site.

on the latest singles.
Wednesday, July 22, 4pm Saturday, July 25, 10am

ON THE PLAYLIST...

I BAND OF SKULLS
Fires

Crying Lightning
B JAMIET

Sticks N’ Stones
I WHITE BELT YELLOW TAG

Tell Your Friends
(It All Worked Out)

It’s All You
B MAXIMO PARK

Questing, Not Coasting
—* 1B PETEDOHERTY
. Broken Love Song

B JACK PENATE
Pull My Heart Away

www.magazinesdownload.com
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WHAT ROCK’N'ROLL
HAS TAUGHT ME...

by GREEN DAY

Who, in the power
punk trio, has long
harboured dreams

of being blond

and Scandinavian?

YOUNEED A GOOD PRODUCER
FOR WHEN YOU FEEL LIKE
YOU'RE LOSINGIT IN THE
STUDIA. Billie Joe Armstrong {vocals/
guitar): “When things were getting a
Iittle difficult during the recording of
‘21st Century Breakdown', Butch [Vig]
helped us alot. He brought this great
sense of calm, but was totally
enthusiastic at the same time. Half the
job of a producer s to be an adviser and
say, ‘Look, I kmow you've heard this song
18,000 times 1n arow but it’s still as
good as 1t was the first time you heard it’,
There were times when we definitely
needed that”

Tré Cool (drumsg): “Butch also wears

a cape around the studio and has

a podium, He'd call us in sometimes and
do his rants - sometimes they’ll be in
English or sometimes they’ll be in some
kind of broken Scandinavian language.

I can't reveal too much about his
working methods. It’s sort of like

the Fresmasons. ”

MUMS ARE FULL OF GREAT
ADVICE... Mike Dirnt (bass): “I can’t
imagine not being in Green Day.
Everything in my life is based around
this music and this band. Fortunately,
I'm1n a position where what ] do best is
what I do for altnng My mom always
said, ‘Whatever you do, do it to the best
of your ability and, if you’re lucky, it'll be
what you're good at”. She’s a clever lady.
Cne thing that both me and Billie can
relate to is what happensif you are
brought up in a house full of women. It
opens your eyes real quick and shows
you a sense of respect for the world.”

+{.AND DADS CAN BE PRETTY
HELPFUL TQO, Cool: “I must have
been a mightmare lad, Me and my dad
got alot closer when I moved out at17 -
we started bonding big-time but before
that I think he thought of me as the rug-
rat, He was a helicopter pilot 1n Viemam,
I definitely looked up to him but Iwas
kind of scared too - y’know, knowing
that he could kill me at any second But
he wasn’t authoritarian, he was the kind
that would party with you. He taught me
a lot too, about physies, heavy weaponry,
mass-produced feminine-hygiene

66 NME 2551y 2000

products. It's sad to see him now:
though 1n that state he's in. He wears
his army helmet and runs around in his
underwear. He still thinks the war1s o,
and if he hears a helicopter he runs for
the bushes. He's a little quirky.”

AFTER 20 YEARSIN THE
BUSINESS, CRITICISM
SHOULDN'TMATTERTOO
MUCH. Dirnt. “People can think
whatever they want about us, Nobody's
gonna throw anything at me that's never
been thrown before, The way Ilock at 1t
15, 1f you don’t like Green Day then
you've obviously got something aganst
rock’n’roll or you just never liked us, We
looked at this album [‘215t Century
Breakdown'] like an opportunity,
because we're never gonna get this
chanee to follow up an album like
‘American Idiot’ ever again and
challenge ourselves. So why not? If it's
cocky or conceited or whatever to be
ambitious, then throw me in jail. I'm not

“IF YOU DON'T LIKE

GREEN DAY, THEN
YOU'RE AGAINST

ROCK'N'ROLL”

foreing anyone to buy my record or
come to my show. We invite everyone
but if someone else kmows of ancther
band who after 20 years 1s still puthing
out records and having fun, and they'’re
in love with their eighth or minth record
as much as they were with their first,
then go and see THAT band ({aughs).”

BEING THE MAIN MAN IN
GHEEN DAY 1S MUCH HARDER
THAN EVERYONE THINKS.

Cool: “Billie has a work ethic that I've
never seen in any field of work. There's
no construction worker or vetertnarian
you could show me who works as hard
as he does He'll have four things going
on at once but then a song will hit him,
and he'll go straight to that and try and
squeeze everything out of his brain that

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

he can at that moment. You can't wait for
a song or put it in the back of your mind
for when it's time to write songs When it
hits you, you have to go do1t. So he’ll
write songs on bar napkins or.. with

a stick in the mud.”

PON'T PLAY THE INSTRUMENT,
PLEY THE 8QOMA, Cool: “I was always
looking to write songs even when ] was
playing drums for The Lookouts [his
band before he joined Green Day in
1990). We wrote a lot of songs and it was
never about showing off how fast I could
play or how many notes I eould play -
although I can play very fast and I can
play lots of notes if ] want to. But1it's
more about choosing your moments and
doing what's right for the musie,”

WE'RELIVINGIN AN
INFORMATION AGE OF
HYSTERIA MORE THAN EVER,
Dunt; “What you have to understand 1s
that Americareally1s a big place, so
there are major metropolitan areas that
have a lot of news sources and then you
have smaller areas with no news
sources, In an information era, 1t can be
about who gets the front page of your
computer screen. ] mean, itwas only a
few weeks ago that the whole world was
gonna die from the pig flu (guffaws). It’s
comical but it’s also like psychological
terrorism and it's one of the reasons that
America has the problems it has.”

IT’S IMPORTANT TO HAVE
AMBITIONS BEYOND YOUR
BAND. Cool: “I'd love to be the
frontman of ABBA but I'm not blond
and not Scandinavian se 1t might be
tough. It'd be great to be the Red
Indian guy 1n the Village People
because he has the most feathers.I'd
like to capture Big Foot and ride the
Loch Ness Monster. Oh, and prove that
God doesn’t exast.”

DID YOU KNOW?

A Billle Joe cut his first single at the age
of five when he recorded a song called
‘Look For Love’ for Fiat Records - a local
Bay Arealabel

B Al{ the videos for the singles off
‘American Idiot’ were directed by Sam
Bayer - the same guy that worked on
Nirvana's epochal ‘Smells Like Teen
Spirit’ clip

B The '97 worldwide smash ‘Good
Riddance (Time Of Your Life)’ was
featured on the ‘Nimrod’ album but
originally surfaced as a B-side to the
‘Brain Stew/Jaded’ single in "96

WORDS HARCEEP PHULL PHOTOS: GETTY/PIETER W VAN HATTEM
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