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PAUL PESTLE/ DN Y RORTH

“I'thought a k|ck in
thefacewould
sober Grahamup” |

New documentary sees Damon Albarn explain for ’ ?"‘ b

the first time why the guitarist quit Blur

hroughout al the reunion
shows they did this year,
Blur never went into
details about the friction
that had torn them apart
during the recording of “Think Tank’.
However, in new documentary No
Distance Left To Run - which hits
cinemas on January 19— the band
finally speak about the split. In an
advance screening seen by NME,
frontman Damon Albarn claims that
recording only took place out of a
sense of loyalty to hia bandmates,
in particular Graham Coxon.

“I didn't want to do it, L had Gorillaz
-and then he {Coxon] didn’t turn up,”
explained Albarn of the fraught
sessions. “I'd made a commitment to
him as a brother and he didn’t turn up.
I'd had encugh. I thought a kick in the
face would sober him up. And it did.”

For his part, Coxon explains he was
unable to make the sessions because
he went to rehab centre The Priory to
deal with a growing alcohol problem,
admitting that drinking “was how
I used to protect my feelings”.

However, with communications
between him and the rest of the
band strained, a series of
misunderstandings led him to leave
the band, seemingly for good.

“There was s lot of
miscommunication as to why I went in
The Priory. I think they thought I was
being destructive but I wasn't,” said
Coxon, who was told to come back
when he sorted himself out. “Tt was
like your girlfriend saying, 'T'm not
chucking you, but let’s not see each
other for a while’, Make of that what
you will.”

The guitarist added that after leaving
the band, he made a point of aveiding
his old bandmates, although a reunicn
almost took place at the unlikely
location of London Zoo.

“1 was terrified of bumping into
them,” explained Coxon. “Twas saying
daft stuff in the press. [ should have
shut up. I [once] saw Damon and
Jamie [Hewlett, Gorillaz collaborator]
at London Zoo and spent the
afternoon hiding from Damon!”

Instead the reunion eventually took

. . -
. A

e hadidi

D.

place last year, with the pair holding
their reconciliation summit on a humble
doorstep in west London - much tothe
surprise of the people who lived there,
who came home to find the supposedly
feuding bandmates having a nice chat.
“I was very excited that all that
rubbish on both sides had
evaporated,”
recalled Albarn of
the conversation
Along with the
revelations about
the band’s split and
unique backstage
access to the band’s
2009 reformation,
No Distunce Left To
Run covers the
whole of Blur's
career, from home
footage of Albarn in
school plays to
videos of the band at
the height of Britpop
and beyond. See box
(right) for more
revelations.

THEBIGSTORY [V 378

4 from No

Five things

we've

learned

Distance
Left To Run

1) Demon was not popular
arachool in Colchester,

“I irritated a lot of people,”
he admits.

2} Britpop actually was
Blur's fault, “Britpop was
100 per cent Damon
Albarm’s idea,” declares
bassist Alex James.

3} Despite winning the chart
battle, Blur felt the losers In
thelr feud with Oas’s. Damon:
“This I not an exaggeration,
but no matter what stree!

| walked down in Engand,
peopie in houses wonld see
me and put on Oasis ioud.”
Alex: “We went from being
the ooolest band ‘n Britain to
the uncodlest in one single!”
4) The band confirm
‘Beetlebum’ is about drugs.
Damon: “What was
‘Beetlebum’ about?
[responding to the off-
screen interviewer] Well, if
it’s common knowledge |
don't need to go on about
It.— A lot of people’s lives at
that tinme were muddied by
heroln and it's in that
place. A lot of things were
at that thme.”

5) The band remain friends
after their summer "09 gigs,
Damon: “What we've done
that other bands haven't
managed is come back intact
and done the best gigs we've
ever done. That's testament
to the ariginal friendship.”

(@lur réunited at
| |Glastonbury 2009
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7 DAYS IN MUSIC

CHART FIGHT!

Xmas showdown

: THE INTERNET

he fight is on. This week Rage Againsat
The Machine’s 'Killing In The Name’is
locked in battle with the winner of The X
Factor for the Christmas Number One

2 slot. The hght against Simon Cowell’s

! “music machine” is all down to Jon and Tracy Morter,
: who have been overwhelmed by the response to their
¢ Facebook group urging people to download the song.
1 “Istarted the group for the sole reason that they've

¢ [The X Factor contestants) scored the last four
Christmas Number Ones,” explained Jon Morter.

: “The race is non-existent now. I don't like that.”

So far 550,000-plus members have signed up: now

; they have to put their 79ps where their mouses are and
: download it. Morter explained he saw the movement

! asafightback, but suggested people who said it was

: pointless were taling things too seriously.

“Rage are signed to a huge multinational in Sony [the

label the X Factor song will be released through],” he
said. “Yes, we're aware of that. For me 1t was the song
that’s important. I'm not fussed what labetl it happens
to be on. This is supposed to be fun! We've nothing

personal against him [Cowell], we justdonot want yet  :

ancther Christmas chart-topper from that show!”
For his part, Cowell is not impressed with the
grassroots campaign, declaring at a recent press
conference: “1 think it's quite a cynical campaign
geared st me which is going to spoil the party for the
contestants. I also think it’s incredibly dismissive of

the people who watch and enjoy the show.. totreat our :

audiences as if they’re stupid, and I don't like that.”

Turn to page 18 to see how Simon Cowell lives with
himself, and head to NME.COM on Sunday (Dec 20)
at 7pm to find out who wins the showdown.

ELBOW GET
SHOEY

BURY wGuy Garvey says
sessions for the next Elbow
album have seen the

band experimenting with
everything from shoegaze
to psychedelia. According to

FR AN z’s M ATE the singer it's left the band
with “discord. backward

WINS Tu RNER guitars and celene strings”™
for the “20-0dd" songideas
they've got so far.

LONDON B '¥e knew (hey
liked arty parties, but Franz
Ferdinand’s pal Richard
wright has triumphed at
the best of them. The
artist, who plays guitar In
Correcto with FF drummer

Paul Thomson, won the CRUEL

2009 Turner Prize with his SIMEIANS

untitted wall painting (at LOWDS = Simian

Tate Britain until Jan 3). Mobé#le Disco’s James
Ford says he had to

ONE MORE battle to get the video

RELAPSE for new single ‘Cruel

DETROFT & Eminem wants Imteations’ inade -

‘Relapse 2’ to be more hecaise of [ts 20-minmte

substantial than volume lenigth. ‘A¥e wanted to

one. “| don't want to make do somathing that stood

shit that you hear once and up in tis own right.

the joke's over,” he said. Not another pointiess

“| want to make fecords that ,”? Ford said of

you could play a hundred the Saam Farahmand.

times, a thousand times.”

directed arthouse ciip.

OUTKAST GET BUSY

ATLANTA

fter years of
silenice there could
be three CutKast-

related albums in 2010. Big

Boi says that both he and %‘ -
André 3000 are planning E

solo albums and an OutKast record may follow. “This
is all in the next year or so,* the rapper revealed. Boi
goes first, André next and then “depending on how the
fans support them [solo albums], we're gonna give
them the OutKast album™. Be nice.

CODEINE VELVET CLU

THE DEBUT ALBUM - OUT DECEMBER 28th

INCLUDES "HOLLYWOOD’, "VANITY KILLS® AND ‘| AM THE RESURRECTION’

LISTEN IN ADVANCE NOW ON we7

M g
@ Wel® copemevevercius.com
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Bombay’s
carnival club

LONDON

MORE AWARDS
SHOWS

LONIDOMS Even more acts
have been lined up for
February's Shockwaves
NME Awards Shows. Among
the additions are British
Sea Power at London Scala
(9), while London Cargo
hosts Detroit Social Club
{18) and Delphic {22). For
the full list of additions,
including support bands,
plus how to vote for the
Awards and win tickats

to an exciusive Maccabees
£ig, 80 [0 page 55.

STRAY CAT
ATLANTA n (3t Power
plans to record her next
abum alone. “It’s just me
this time,” said the singer
of the follow-up to 2008's
‘Jukebox'. “My heart tells
me, ‘You haven't played
piano or guitar for five
years,' and | do have guilt
about that.”

WEEZER CRASH
NEW YORK =Weezer have
postponed their December
US tour after a bus carrying
Rivers Cuoma and his
entourage crashed en route
to Boston, leaving the
frontman needing hospital
treatment. Weezer.com
webmaster Karl Koch
described the erash -
caused by black ice - as
“severe” arvl revealed that
Cuomo sustained a “small
cut on his spleenand a
small puncture in his lung”,
though he is expected to
make a full recovery.

CRIBS VS THE
IGNORANT
WANKEFRELD & The Cribs
said they almost pulled

out of their Doncaster
Dome gig (Dec 5) after

a “minority” of fans bottled
support act The Slits.

The band Iabelled the
perpetrators “cowards”.

fthe material at Bomnbay Bicycla Club's
last studio session had a sense of déja vu,
the people in tha room were a complete
break from the norm. That’s because the
: group recently collaborated with members
¢ of the London School Of Samba on a new version
i of ‘Always Like This’ for a recent B-side,
i “Forusit was really exciting to be able to choose
i whoever you want in the world [to work with] -so
; Ithought, "Why don't we get something a bit more
: interesting than just your average dance remix?™
frontman Jack Steadman explained of the new
: version. Initially plans were hatched to work with
i Brooklyn-based Afrobeat orchestra Antibalas -
¢ who have collaborated with Fealsand TV On
; TheRadio-butin the end the band went for
! samething closer to home.

They actually found their collaborators by typing
‘London’ and ‘Samba’ into Google and set the project
up at north London's Konk Studios via email.

*Twas actually really, really nervous,” explained
Steadman of the sessions. “I thought, “This has the
possibility to be a complete failure’. Some of them
hadn't heard the song and we actually realised we
cidn’t really know what ta tel] them to do.”

In fact keeping up wasn't the problem, slowing
down was...

“It took six hours, because for the first 10 takes,

they’d be going so fast that they'd completely lose that

part of the track,” said Steadman.
BBC now plan to perform with the sambs band
live, elt.hough they are keeping the specific date
“a surprxse May we suggest you keep an eye on
next year's Shockwaves NME Awards Tour...

Mumford’s trlp

DELHI

umford & Sons
have sentusa
postecard from

India. The band are there
recording end performing
with local musicians, and
according to keyboardist
Ben Lovett it's going well:
“Music is the most direct
language in the world,
and the Rajasthani
musicians inspired us.
We can’t wait to share the
fruits of our adventure.”

g »
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PASSION PI

LITTLE SECRETS
THE NEW SINGLE

DOWNLOAD NOW

1;

TAKEN FROM THE ALBUM
MANNERS OUT NOW

PASSIONPITIAMS.COM MYSPACE.COM/PASSIONPITMUSIC

WWW.OWLCITYMUSIC.CO.UK
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CAMTAL

NME: Hi Spike,
The Mighty Boosh
told us they want
you to direct

the film they're
making next
year. Up for it?

Spike Jonze: “Um, yeah, I suppose I'd
consider it. What’s the deal with them
at the morment? The show’s finished,
hasn't it?

‘Well, they’ve dona threa series.
They've baen filling in time with

a stage show, and a lot of spin-off
money-squeegeaing stuff, Now
they’re looking to meve to the next
level with this movie,

“Yeah, so that’s why I haven't heard
anything more from them. I really like

. of Karen O%s all-time
" favourite DVDs, actually

. of episodes of it. It's
" very entertaining.”

. Talking of Karen, did

what they do. That's one

- she’s showed me a lot

you always have herin
mind for the Where The
Wild Things Are soundtrack — or
was that a collaberation that evelved
over time?

“No, that’s from the start. As soon as [
started writing, I talked to her about it.”

Was what ahe came up with what you
asked her to do?

“I really just wanted her to write from
her heart, and the first time we'd ever

gotten the music was as we were editing

50 we had stuff to cut to. When we were
shooting we'd send her footage and
long sequences, like 20 minutes from

a sequence, just unedited, raw dailies,

. and she'd write to that. So it was a very
* dynamic, the way it all happened.”

Do you consider Where The Wild
Things Are to be a children’s film?
“Well, Maurice Sendak (author of the
original bool] says he wasn't trying
‘ to write a children’s book but trying
to write about childhood. I thinic
' we had the sarne intention. Maurice’s
work speaks to kids because there's
something honest in it. There’s
feelings in there that are not the
feelings you get in a Jot of stuff”

How have kide reacted to it?
“The thing about kids is that there's
no one reaction. They’re all different.
When the book came out it was
considered tao dangerous for children.
Maurice got into a lot of trouble, there
was a lot of stuff written about him

. and the book for not being for children,
A lot of librarians, child experts and
teachers were against it. After a couple
of years, kids started taking it out of the
library and loving it. Kids are the ones
that made it what it is. There's

. sometimes a knee-jerk reaction to
things. I think parents are more
scared than kids are.”

The film took you five years to make
and it’s only just come out herein the
UK. How did you feel when you inally
realised it was finished?

“I felt really glad! I remember the
morning it came out in the US, I felt
different when I woke up that merning,
1think. We've done & lot of promaotion
up to that morning so it just felt like the
end of five years, like a huge weight off

my shoulders.”

Do you have any other projects in
' the pipeline?
} “I'm just
3 finishing a short

I'm Here, I'm just
tidying that up,
then I'm going ta
show it at
Sundance [Film
Festival, taking
place in Utahin
January] and putit
out. It’s a half-hour,
s0 I'm not quite sure
how to putit out. It

What about musie
videos? You are
¥ responsible for some
of the best, like Beastia Boys’
© ‘Sabotage’ cop spoof and Fatboy Slinr’s
' Christoper Walkan-starring ‘Weapon
Of Choice. Is that something you
might go back to for fun?
. “Yeah, definitely, if there’s a song P'm
. excited about.”

Log on to read about Splke's past as

the most innovative pop promo-
maker of his generation at
WWW,NME.COM/alimodcons

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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Tues. 27th BOURNEMOUTH 02 Academy 08444772000

Wed. 28th LONDON 02 Shepherds Bush Empire SOLD OUT
Thur. 29th LONDON 02 Shepherds Bush Empire SOLD QUT
Fri.  30th LONDON 02 Shegherds Bush Empire 08444772000

MAY

Sun. 2nd CARDIFF University 02920781458

Mon. 3rd NOTTINGHAM Rock City E713100000
Tue. 4th BIRMINGHAM 02 Academy 08444772000
Wed. 5th NORWICH UEA 01603 508050

Sun. 9th MANCHESTER Academy 016183211

Mon. 10th NEWCASTLE 2 Academy 08444772000
Tues, 1ith LEEDS 02 Academy 08444772000

Thur. 13th GLASGOW ABC 084449934990

Fri. 14th EDINBURGH BMV Picture House 08444995990
Sun. 16th EIVERPOOL O2 Academy 08444772000
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o paraphrase my old mate John Lennon, “and
50 this is Christmas, and we here at NME have
done quite a lot thank yon very much”. We've
flown out to snowy Scandinavia to interview
Paramore via BlackBerry. We've asked future-
England World Cup star Shaun Wright-Phillips
what he thinks of the new La Roux singla in the living room
of his mansion at midnight on deadline day. We've sent
more emails than we care to remember to anti-folk
superstar Jeffrey Lewis explaining the dlmensions
required to draw his Cribs Christmas card you’ll find on
page 14. We've explained to Katie — Jordan — Price who
The Temper Trap are. We've brokered an audience with
the Christmas Grinch himself, the dark lord Simon

Cowell, and put your questions to him. We've asked

Yeah Yeah Yeahs if they would eat reindeer, what

Kasabian would buy Lily Allen for Christmas, What

Rock’N’Roll Has Taught Noddy Holder, as well as
asking more pop stars than the Barfly has seen in
b a month-long fiesta of gigs, “what’a the best
- Christmas song ever written?”
We've done all this because we want you to
enjoy this special Christmas isaue of NME more
than you've ever enjoyed a Christmas iasue of
NME before. And we've enjoyed making it for
you ~when we haven't been arguing about what
was the funniest pop star quote of the year, what’s
the best song on the now-30 years old ‘London
Calling’, or downing tocls for a few minutes
to pogo our way through Fucked Up’s sensational
run-through of Band Aid’s ‘Do They Know It's
Christmas?’. Because we know how much you need
NME at Chrigtmas. When venues temporarily close
down, when The X Factor provides the lion’s ahare of
music you'll see on TV, when you need to know what
to buy Lady Gaga for Christmag. That sort of thing.
We hopa it’ll more than satisfy your NME fix until we
return on Wednezday, December 30.

This issue has been brought to you by congh
mixture, James Dean Bradfield’s cover of ‘Last
Christmas’ on YouTube, checking the Met Office
website to see if it'll
snow in Copenhagen

on the day we '
interview
Paramore, the
muthafuckin’
Ramones, heated
debates about
whether Love Actually
is the best Christmas
movie of ali time, .
trying to remember h
where we put our

Dicastone Goninins | NS Wy

interview you can read

on page 29), and, of

course, love. Lashings  Fagiy .

and lashings of love. = Edltor, NME
Merry Christmas, readers.

NMECOM

Banish festlve boredom by heading oniine,
where you'll find NME™s photos and guotes of
the decade, the chance to listen to and
dehate our albums and tracks of the year,
watch the 50 best music videos of 2009,
take a Christmas quiz, and download new
tracks every day from The Bally Bownload
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t’s been a momentous year for The
Cribs. They spent the apring in Los
Angeales making their most
breakthrough album yet (one
which outsold The Beatles back
catalogue, sort of. .}; Johnny Marr
settled in as a proper member of the
band:; ‘Cheat On Me’ scored them their
first Top Ten hit; Gary got married...
and Ryan? Ryan bought a rabbit.
Meanwhile, their campaign for real
indie paid dividends, with the
ultimate demise and freefall of the
landfill generation. So having kept
their standards impeccably high
and still come out on top (minimal
bruising aside), who better to make
alist, check it twice, and find out who's
naughty and nice? Over on the left you
can cut out your special Cribs
Christmas card drawn by their friend
and anti-folk superstar Jefirey Lewis.
But first, let’s take a peek at who’son
their own private Christmas card list...

EDWIN COLLINS

*Good To Sea You Doing Well, Buddy’
Ryan: “Edwyn’s back writing an album.
He's got 10 songs already and I've
recorded two songs with him, 80 the
fact that he’s back writing and
recording, that's something I'm pretty
impressed about™

NME: 15 he fully well again?

Ryan: “He still has problema with his
right arm, but he comes up with all the
ideas and we translate them. The ideas
he’sbeen writing are classic Edwyn.
He’s come on in leaps and bounds, it’a
pretty amazing.”

(1SS TR LIE

“Thank You For The Music’

Jahnny: “I like their EP a lot. They
played with us on some UK shows and

1 didn’t know what to expect, but getting
to know the songs was really good and
since those shows I've been hammering
the EP. It's good strong melodies, and

1 like the way the guitars fit together.

It sounds fairly effortless.”

Ryan: “It sounds kind of classie

New York.”

SAM UL EY

‘We Love It When Our Friends
Become Succesaful’

Gary: "Sarn would be in our Christmas
card list; it's quite simple, for some
reason he would come and visit my
mum’s house every Christmas Day,
even if we weren’t there. Even when
we all moved out he'd go and see my
mum and dad on Christmas Day. He'd
bring a bottle of brandy. One year he
brought a bottle of brandy in a big
pink plastic cover. It was very festive.
He was definitely part of our family’s
Christmasg celebrations. ‘I3 Sam coming
round this year? 'Yeah, he’{l be here
later, Mum’”

Ryan: “Hes shooting Brighton Rock
right now, that'{l be really good. 'm
dehnitely looking forward to seeing
him tn another movie, baged on such
a great book. That'll be something to
look forward to in 2010, Sam will do
abrilliant job in that”

BARALEK ORAMA

“Chin Up Dude, You're Doing Fine!’
Gary: “] have been impressed,
absolutely. I watch a lot of news when
T'm in America, you watch the Fox
network and they try to pick holes in
everything he's done because obviously
it’s a Republican network. But he had an
enormous amount of shit to clear up.
1don't think people realise the
significance of the current US President
making moves towards reducing its
nuclear arsenal. When you consider the
previous warmongering President it's
quite a radicsl difference. I just think
people initially had rose-tinted
spectacles, but the reality, when that
fairytale wore off, meant they were
disillusioned. But it was ridiculous to
expect anything else, really.

PAUL. MCLCARTNEY
‘Don’t Fall In With A Bad Lot!
Gary: “The Beatles decided to
release their back catalogue at the
same time we put our album out, 30
they were direct compaetition And
we were winning! The video game
thingis 2 funny one, | guess there’s
no harm in it, really. But the only
thing I was disappointed about was
I heard Paul McCartney’s going to
go on The X Factor.  think that's
a shame. He’s such a talented guy,
he doesn’t need to do that.”

THE JACK SO FAMILY
‘With Deepest Sympathy’
Gary: “I thought it was really sad to
find out that Michael had these
terrible self esteem igsues, That was
probably at the roct of his mizery,
and you look back at how the
press dealt with it all and how
unbelievahly cruel they were and
how they exploited his death... it all
seemed so ugly and distasteful ”
Ryan “We were in Los Angeles at
the time he died, where his star is
in the Hollywood Walk Of Fame, It
was like a cireus, people were
selling T-shirts and the news
cameras were everywhere.”
Rass; “Itwas sad when he
died, but one thing that did
come out that week was it did
flush the charts. And they
needed flushing.”

“We Share The Same Skies!
Ryan: “We've been so happy
to see them do well. When we
first met thern they were
playing the [Leeds] Cockpit to
six people, years ago. They’ve
toured and done it, so I was
really pleased to see them do
well on the last few albums
they've put cut.”

Gary: “Even for no other
reason that they’re really nice
guys. They did it the right
way, and they actually had
quite an uphill struggle, so
good on them, absolutely.
‘Well done on another good
year, lads.”

COURTNEN (LOVE

‘Thank You For Being & Friend’

Ryan: “Courtney would definitely be on
my Christmas card list. [ always enjoy
taking to her. ’'m loocking forward to
hearing her record. I've always have

a lot of affection for Courtney. I find her
to be exceptionally kind. A very kind
person who's very accommodating and
reslly likes to talk and listen to what you
have to say. That's a really overlooked
thing, when somebody really listens to
you. Being in a band and travelling you
miss that; | go round and just chat, She
always made me feel like what T have to
say is important.”

AND WHO ISN'T...

SIMON COWELL

‘Get Off Our Land?

Gary: “He's just 2 fat cat who gets fatter.
His TV shows are exploitative and gross
and they laugh at people, 1 don't like
that. It’s a commodity, but this
commoditisation of music is really
stifling the art form The fact that Arctie
Monkeys had the fastest gelling record
ever was amazing It was on Domine,

a total organic thing from out of
nowhere. For that to be stolen from them
by this nonsense - a record that people
are going to be embarrassed to ownin
afew years - that’s really depressing.”

LADY GAGA

Part It Away, Love'

Gary: “I dont know much about her, but
it seems very juvenile,”

Ryan: “It's good for us that we csn blank
out what we want. ['ve never kept an aye
on the charts, [ don’t listen to the radio
and the only time [ pick up the
newspaper is when [ line my rabbit’s
huteh with it.”

NME: You're not down with the whole
flamathrower for tits thing, then?
Ryan: “It just seems such a stupid cliché
to grab attention ”

Gary: “It's taking things toc their
ridiculous extreme, I suppose. Luekily
it's a world we don’t inhabit, but 1de
worry about the eultural impact.”

Ryan: “It’s not setting a good example
for impressionable youth.”
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i Santa, you fookin’ fat lad, Our Kid has run
off and wants to start his own fookin’ band
for fookin’ uni boys. I tell you fookin’ what,
right, he can go off with his newies, but me,
I'm sticking with the fookin’ proper lads from the band.
Only fookin’ thing is, we can'’t call ourselves Oasis
thanks to fookin’ section two of the copyright
infringement laws points six through 17. So what
the fookin’ fook can we call ourselves you massive
Arctic twat?
Liam, Manchester

Hi Liam, I did see that Oasis ended but I wasn’t
particularly sorry to see it, since my elves got into the
band and started swaggering around the grotto in
Pretty Green gear and calling me ‘Santa Clunge’. But
since I’'m supposed to be the emblem of goodwill to
all men and getting loads of pressies, I'll help you
out. What about: Liam’s Band? You may have half

a chance at remembering that — SC
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YOU WRITE IT, WE PRINT IT, EVERYONE ARGUES

IRRITATE
WITH A FIST

T've discovered I have an embarrassing
problem -~ my bayfriend says that when
I1sleep, 1 don’t do anything wacky forthe
duration of my unconsciousness. If word
of this gets out my reputation will be in
tatters, and I'll turn into the Chaos Robot
and stomp stomp stomp all over my room.
T've tried eating cheese and pretending
T'm a Jaffa Cake before [ go to aleep, but to
no avail.. Help me, Santa baby!

Love, Florence

Flossie, as a fictional character you
need to truat ma on thia: you’re living in
a fantnsy world, and it will soon come
crushing down in a wave of abject
terror, ho ho ho, In the meantime, try
sleeping with a party blower in your
mouth, so that it unfuris and makes o
kazoo noise throughout the night - SC

THEM CROOKED
BULLY-BOYS

My new bandmates are bullying me and
I1don’t imow what to do. Qur drummer,

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

Dave, used to be my best mate, but now
we're in a band with a bigger boy, John
Paul Jones, and he’s got Dave on his side
and they’ve started picking on me. Last
night I did eight grams of coke and beat
up the entire Miami Dolphins squad:
John and Dave just snorted and called
me “Jennifer the fairy-girl*. It’s really
upsetting, what should 1do?

Josh, LA

HiJosh, I'm sorry to hear that, but
Ifeel you're going the wrong way
about trying to impress them. Drugs
and Rghting aren’t going to impress
ex-members of Led Zeppelin and
Nirvana now, are they? Instead, why
not alap Courtney Love senseleas with
a shark? I guarantee the other bays
will soon warm to you. You could also
try not being such  ginger — SC

FIGHT THE
POWER

Dear ‘Sant®’, or should it be ‘fat cat
corporate capitalist pig CocaCola-
sponsored festive congpiracy
behemoth’? Anyway, can I please get an
Xhox, Anally..

Matt Bellamy, Teignmouth

Hi Matt, yes you can have an Xbox,
just g0 long as you promise to get

a handle on your paranoia this year.
Otherwise, I'll have to mobilive the
Secret Army of the flluminati to
retrieve it —8C

SNT CLS

Hey Santa, you cocksueking emblem of
capitalist social control, here’s my fuckin’
Christmas list you complacent slave: one
copy of ‘Raw Power by Iggy & The
Stooges, one copy of Jerry Lee fuckin’
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Lewis Live At The Star Chub', one copy of
Kick Out The Jams' by the motherfuckin’
MCs. Total high energy roclén'roll.
Bobby Gillespie, the dead heart of the
control machine

Bobby, thut’s the 18th year

yot've asked for those albuma, What do
youdo to your coples? Anyway, if that'y
what you want, then here you go. By the
way, I must warn you that your kida
have aaked for a flower-pressing ki,
mittens and low-energy rock’n’roll. You
might want to have a word = SC

ANYONE?

Dear Santa, I want to buy my bandmates
Chnstmas presents but they’re all so

£ wilfully anonymous I can’t remeraber
what they look like or what their names
are, never mind figure out what kind of
socks they want. Can you help me?
Whatshisface from Animal Collective,
Baltimore

Hi thingy, um, why don't you buy name
tags for your bandmates, then you can
all keeep tabs not only of whe’s actually
in the band, but what their names are.
Or failing that, simply join a different
band where things are easier: join
Andraw and Ben in MGMT perhapa.
You can always be replaced in Animal
Collactive by anothar virgin in plaid
with g beard - SC

CRUMBLING
EMPIRE

Desr Sants, I'm a bit worried about my
friend Serge. It used to be mega, right,
Pd go call on him and we'd go cut and
play on bikes and I'd make a ramp and
go, ‘Hey Serge, watch this!"and I'd go
ZOOM off it and he’d think Iwas
amazing and then we'd play Star Wars
and I'd be Luke and he’d be Han and the
dog would be Chewy and it was ACE.
Now though, all he wants to do is hang
out with Dan The Automatic Man and
“male beats” and talk about
“psychedelia, yeah?” Even when I
dressed as Napoleon and trumped he
didn’t laugh. How can I win him back?
Tom, Leicester

PS please can [ have loads and loads and
loads of toysl]

I'm afraid, Tom, that Serge hax simply
grown up into a big boy now, and
youll have to do the same one day. In
the meantime, I will indeed send you
a load of toyz bacause you've basn
aver such a good boy, despite oll the
willy drawings you stayed up doing
when everyons elze had gone to aleep
on the tourbuxy - SC

POTTY TROUBLE

P deeply concerned about my singer
Pete. He hasn’t been arrested for 20
minutes now, and ’'m slightly concerned
he’s losing his edge. If word of this gets
out in Camden, the impossibly wealthy
kids dressed as Dickensian urchins may
be encouraged to put their expensive
private school educations to use and get
a job. It's a real concern and... ch hang
on, wait. YES! He's just been arrested for
molesting a Fiat Panda. Ah, thank God
for that. All's well, Santa, never mind.
Drew, London

Ah, glad it all turned out OK. That
reminds me, I reclly really muat buy
that new shower for Pete this year. T
always forget about it for some
reason, and as o consequence he
hasn’t showered since 1989. And even

then, that was just somaone doing
o big pizs on him - SC

UNGRATEFUL
HORROR

I tell you what I don’t want, Sante: any
more of that Critical Acclaim I asked for
this time last year. Without wishing to
sound like a spoilt twat, you over-
delivered. I tried to take half of it back in

exchange for some Units Shifted, but
they wouldn't let me. It’s not fair! They
let my American buddy Caleb do it! So if
you could have a word, tha'd be ace. Or
maybe just sorne new trackie bottorns.
Faris, at the bottom of a heap of praise

Faris, zorry about that, It’s just that
Isomehow forgot haw much muric
Jjournalists like to wank on about
prychedelic and The Jesux And Mary
Chain and garage rock, Pl rectify this
by doubling your number of units
shifted. There, I just bought a copy - SC

BEN’S OVER

This weird ginger beardy bloke keeps
getting up onstage with me and tries ta
play the harmonica. I haven't got the
heart to tell him I don't know who he s,

I'm asking for is some advice. I mean, he
doesn't even wear jeans for christ’s sake
- just cords. And apparently he works at
NME? What the fuck is going on?
Frenk Turner, Eton

Ah yas, you're talking about NME
sub-editor Ben Patashntk, He has

a history of this kind of behaviour,
forever atorming stages where he
plays his Rarmonica and tries to take
his trousers off over his head. You'll be
even more delirious: Pve had Ben
thrown out of NME towsrs, and
banned from every vanue in the

land. The only place he'll be

playing that Anrmonica now isin

a pool of his own tears - SC

SEND US YOUR LETTERS

Emall: lettarsiX nme.com Post: The
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A great story IS unique.

WWWw.canon.co.uk/takestories

To capture the essence of a place as unique as the
Camargue, you heed a unique camera. The EOS 7D
uses 18MP and full 1080p HD video to produce
images that say more than words ¢an. Create dramatic
sequences of galloping wild horses using the 8fps
continuous shooting mode. And the 100% viewfinder
means no detail, no matter how small, is ever missed.
Follow the joumey and discover how the 7D can
enable you 10 create your awn unique story.

take more than pictures.
take stories.

Canon
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SIMON COWELL

Pictures Dean Challkley

E NOW ENTERING
: ENEMY'S LAIR...

To most indie fans

imon Cowell's SyCo
entertainment company
headquarters take up the
entire northwesterly wing of
Sony Music’s London office.
The only manin the entire
building - including the group
chairman, we aze reliably informed - to
have his own office, Cowell has a vast
space that comes with an en suite,
leather walls, plasma TV screens, big
glass bowls filled with white lilies,
numercus scented candles and a lackey
to light them all minutes before he
arrives, What it doesn’t have is any of
the usual paraphernalia associated with
record labels. There are no piles of CDs,
no press chippings or tour posters. Not
even an iPod dock (after all, why would
he need a dock wlien he doesn’t ovn the
player?). Qutside his door, glass-
encased discs proudly trumpet the
mulri-platinum successes of Leona,
Shane, Westlife et of. But within these
four walls there is nothing to give any
indication that the owner even likes
musie, never mind the fact he is now the
world’s most influential record mogul.
Thislast point is, of course, why we're
here. For the past five years, NME has
tried ignoring Cowell and his lighiL
entertainment empire. But now Cowell
has got more than & harmlessly kitsch
talent show on his hands. Last
Chnstmas, The X Factor erased Leonard
Cohen and Jeff Buckley from the hiatory
books with Alexandra Burke's
grotesquely distended version of
‘Hallelujah. This seagon, contestants
have been seen slitting the throats of
Kings Of Leon and Primal Seream songs
tive on air. And this very morning we
are again reminded of his darle arts,
when Susan Boyle niz most infamous

is the devil incarnate. To many, many more he’s
the creator of the most compulsive music TV ever. NME Editor
down with the polarising pop mogul last week and put your questions to him

" protégée yet ~beeomes the fastesat-
. selling dabut artist of all time. it’s a title

that used to belong to Arctic Monkeys,

: back before Cawell managed to

: convince the publie that karacke covar

© versions were more important than

- expertly crafted British pop songs.

. Twelve million viewers a weele,

" 70 per cert profit share of Sony Music

- UK, nine albums or singleg 1n the offictal

Top 40 at time of going to press, and an

- estimated £130million in the bank

-quite & ride for the man who was

. suspended from school aged 15,
" bankrupted by his independent record

label at 30 and is now, at the age of 50,

the most content.ous man in music.
‘When the call went out on Twitter and

NME.COM asking for your questions for

" Sumon Cowell, ti responses ranged

from the reasoned - “ Be honest, do you
histen to your artists for your own
pleasure?™ - to the combative - “Why
areyou such a twat?’ The musicians we
spoke to were less forthright. For every
Peter Hook (“Do.you realise or care how

* damaging it is for musicians with soul to

have ta watch the glerification of
karacke, disgu sed as mustc, that you
champion?"), there were at least three
Damon Albarns =damant that enterning
into any form of debata with Cowell
would validate him, his business
methods and his outlook on musie. Vet
his very being does antagonise music

- fans - like "1 » 550,000-plus who sigaed

up to a Facebook group designed to gst
Rage Against The Machine's ‘Killing In
The Neme' to Number One in time for

Chnisties. A direct response to Cowell's -
~ stranglehaold on the seasonal tradition

‘When he does arrive at his office, there
are none of the eerie thunder clops or
sustained organ chords usually

. associated with the enrrance of the
_ Antichrist Cowellis warm, politely

curious about our presence and

- unexpectedly seif-conscious about

having his picture taken. “I have to say,
it is.an honour to be interviewed by the
NME,” he begins, stubbing out hus

* cigarette to shake hands the only
person in the EU for whom the workplace .
: me, ian’t this fantastie, | wonr't wash for

smoking ban does not apply, apparently.

*“1 WENT TO A STRANGLERS GI6
IN THIS HORRIFIC VENUE AND THE
MINUTE YOU WALKED IN THEY
SPAT AT YOU. | COULDN’T THINK
OF A WORSE WAY, GENUINELY,
TO SPEND A NIGHT”
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sat

30, Simon, do you read NME?
“No, I must confess the only magazines

- Iread are car magazines. But I know

what NME is of course, and I just

_ thought it wog amueing, bearing in mind
; what!doand what yous readers like. I'm
> guessing there will be some negativiry,

but that’s whar we want,”
Then Simor. winks, which isa bt

- strange, but we plough an and give him
" the questions...

Are you a fan of rock music?

Simon Cowell * I'll be honest
with you, when 1'd just left

- school you were either wto disco or

punk Iwenttoa very, verysmall
Stranglers gig mn this horrihe venue and

_ hterally everyone w is uobbir g 2 wach

other. That's all they did the munute you
walked in they spa at you [ remember
thinking [ couldn’t think of a worse way,

. genuinely, to spend a night. One gurl

I'was with got spat ¢n by the baus player
and was like, ‘Oh my god, e spat on

amonta!’ That made me 1palise this was
not for me.”

Were you passionate about music
when you were growing up?

“Whern I was grow.ng up, I wasn's
really_. I guuse cur social lives were
dictated by the records you bought,
bur ! wasn't somegme who would
study the lyrics and get that serious
about it, | always equatad music with
heving 2 good time. | warn't eomeone
who if I split up with someonc would
Just play morbid derk senige to

make me fee! worse It used tomaks
me happy.”

19/38 Decembar 2009 NME| 21
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THE LIFE AND TIMES
OF A MUSIC MOGUL

Are you any more passionate now?
“(Tentatively) Yesss... Er, but like I say, in
a way which I don't take it toc sericusly
because I think i's enjoyment, 1t'a

a .

You don’t think it’s worrying that the
man who runs the moat influential
music ahow in the world doesn’t
actually take music “too seriously”?
“Yeah, and I get that, but I also think the
same applies to food, that some people
take food incredibly seriougly and for
them it’s the most important thing in the
world. And I've been to these reaily
fancy French restaurants where I've
looked at the menu genuinely in horror
thinking there’s nothing I want ta eat on
this menu and I'd rather go around toa
Harvester or something. So, for the food
critic snobs I am a lowlife and I think the
same thing applies to the people who are
really into music. I've always said there
is no such thing as good or bad taste. It's
true! I'm not sure who has the nght to
say that you have better taste than
somebody else, because essentially what
you're deing is calling millions of people
morons. But just to go back to your point
about me not liking musie... if  want to,
1love playing musie. Like, if I'n on
holiday, it's what dominates everything.”

8 Will we ever see an episode of

The X Factor dedicated to indie?

Eddie Oriz, via email

“Y'know, I think it’s a possibility.

I wanted to get away thia year from the
traditional love songs and disco which
we’'d been doing year after year and start
to introdhice new ideas. Going forward,
I'm thinking we should do something for
Davigd Bowie.  think that would be good.
Just becanse he's a great songwriter.”
Bowiel Surely thera has to be a point
whera we say, ‘Sorry, but thig
songwriter it too sacred to debase?"
“Well, I don’t follow that. [ don’t think
you need to get that sniffy about it. At
the end of the day it’s about making
something that's popular, nothing more
than that.”

What do you imagine the man himself
would make of the show?

“Thaven’t got a clue, actually. I think The
X Factor's changing a bit now. Literally
two or three years ago no-one would
come near the show and now you see the
calibre of artists who want to come on
the Sunday show — we had Lady Gaga
on, we had Rihanna, Alicia Keys. S0

1 think it's becorne & bit more acceptable.

And, from what I hear, ] think more of
what I would eall the ‘trendy audience’
now enjoys the irony of the show.”

The irony of the show? What, you
mean the fact it bills itself as the UR’s
largest telent search?

“Look, once the show starts to take itself
toa seriously then it puts everyone off
There has to be a sense of humour in it
and it ia what it 1s. It’s just a bit of fun.
‘We went through a peried, certainly in
the last 10 years, when everything for
me became too cynical and sniffy, ag if
the world is being run by so-called
tastemakers and I don't like that.

I genuinely don't. Especially if you're
making TV shows. Firstly, the most

The baubles wew
rnubblsn they Sl main

“TRUST ME, LEONARD COHEN

x

WAS NOT COMPLAINING WHEN HE
GOT THAT ROYALTY CHEQUE”

SIMON COWELL ON ‘HALLELUJAW

. important thing is that everyone of all

ages has to be able to watch this show,
and I mean all ages.”

How do you feel about

ruining the music industry? -
. people just don't need what we offer.

Elly Jackson, La Roux
“Well, look, that's her

. opinion. What La Roux has to
. understand is that the music industry

isn't dominated by us, or influenced by

. us for that matter. It’s influenced by
. people who buy records and I believe
. indemocracy.”

So, how do you think artista zuch as

: La Roux would have fared on The

* X Factor. Would she have aven got

" through the firet round?

- “With a good audition, absolutely. Ch,
. eame on, look at who's won our shows,

. One thing we can say ia that we're not

- biased towards a certain look or age or
. anything at all”

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

* But wouidn’t coming on the show have
: ruined them? I can’t imagine, say,

. Florence benefitting from being

" mentored by Dannii Minogue and

going up againat a weekly public vote...
“I don’t know the answer to that. Some

They're writing their own material, they

¢ want to form aband, they want to tour...
- that's the direction they want to take.
* Other people, like Alexandra, Leona,

particularly Susan, didn’t have those
options, so the question is should you
allow those peaple to have a vehicle like

. this or not? I would always say yes.

There are millions of stories of people

. who tried the credible route and failed.

This was always intended s an idea that

- there were a lot of talented people out
- there, and every door had been cloged in

their face. I think, most importantly, it’s

: quite a positive show, the whole premige
- ofit. I locked at Jools Halland's show
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the other night and I lagted 20 seconds.
I just didn’t like the look of it. I looked at
the ncts, listened to the songs and just
didn't get it. But there are people who do
Like it, so ] would never scream at him,
“Take your show off the &ir, you're
destroying the business!’ It's more like,
good luck to him.”

M Do you miss a tima when pop stars
had a bit more mystique, which is

obvicusty

has whittled away?

Janine T, via emuail

“Ha ha ha! Well, I think that applies to
everyone right now. I thought the glory
days of entertainment were the 1930s
and 1940s when if you were a star, you
were a star. But everything’s changed
now. There's so many TV shows, you're
on the internet every five seconds. I'm
not sure you can hide away so much.”

B What do you Jove more — business
or music?

Pete, Newcastle

“I think the two can go hand in hand. I
think you can genuinely like the records
you're making. Susan Boyle is a good
example: 1 conld have made her record
three weeks after the show and it would
have been some horrible showtunes
album, but we got the whole company
involved, where we all sat down and
said, ‘Well, actually this girlis a
phenomenon and I don't want her to do
the obvious songs.’ So they played me
this version of ‘Wild Horses’, which was
the most beautifut version I'd ever heard
—50 we recorded i with Susan.”

“The X Factor ia lilo: something The
Riddler would do in Batmann. It sucks out
everyone's bruine, Look at Susan Bayle.
Paor thing, They are making her into
this masgive star and it s ridiculous. It
will torture her for the rest of her life,
She is being manipulated. It's horrible.”
That’s a recent quote from Tom of
Kasabian. How do you respond to that?
“Twould say ta him, ‘I wish you could
have gone 1o her house a couple of years
ago and see how she was living her life’
She was frustrated, pecple used to throw
stones at her door, they used totaunt her,

head which obviously she thought would

never happen, which was ‘Iwish hadthe .

chance tobe a singer” Now she’s got that
chance, she’s successful, but she's still
knocked for it, or I'm knocked for it

B Little Boots is a Pop Idol reject who
didn’t get through the first round.

Do you stand by that decision?

Lisa, via email

“Well, obviously not now! There's no
question of doubt, there are peoplawho
are going to corne along whe, for
whatever reason - their bad auditiem, ng
in a bad mood or whatever - are going ta
slip through the net.”

B The X Factor killed the race for
Christmas Number One. You have to
concade that’s a shame, don’t you?
Sean, via email

“Yes and no, I think we were getting to
& point where it was all becoming like

* ‘The Millennium Prayer’ [Actually

knocked off the Number One spot at
Christmas 1995 by Westlife - Seasonal

record label was looking at it in a very
eynical sales-based way. I think we all

i have this belief that the Christmas
+ Number One was just amazing songs,

a real special oceasion, but actually

. when you look at them over recent years
somathing that The X Factor '

it was Bob The Builder one year, Mr
Blobby.., there's a tradstion of quite
horrible songs. I think I've done

. everyone a favour, I do! And, by the way,

anyone is entitled to have a pop at us
one year,”

In what way does The X
Factor make the British
music scene better?
Johnny Marr

“Well, going back to La Roux's point

-y

\

. about me ruining music... she’s someone
. who's got a recording contract and

Ithink she got a very good deal and I'm

* not sure how much of her money she's

going to be spreading around trying to

i launch new artists herself. Answer:

¢ probably zero. The music industry was
in a huge decline. What [ would argue in

. my defence is that shows like Britain’s

< Got Tulent and The X Factorhave

" actually got people more interested in

music again and are sending more
people into record stores. We haven’t

. seenthis kind of uplift in years.”

So far from ruining the music industry,
you're saying thet you’ra saving it?

“J7

'm not saying I'm saving musicl

* I'went into this primarily to run

abusiness and what I would say
-because I do get a lot of criticism

_ from people saying, ‘You're destroying

the music business, you're this, you're
the Antichrist of that.. - is this: we

. make a lot of money for this company.

§ work for Sony. The profits that are
generated are not thrown back at me,
they’re distributed throughout the

* company so the younger A&R guy has

more maoney to develop new artists. If

. you look at RCA’s roster you'li see it’s
. very broad. You can't run a record label
laugh at her and she had this dreamin her

any more if you don’t have broad tastes,

a9 ‘ “Smoking ban?
. Never heard of it™
} L—

: inthe same way you can’truna TV
> station if you only want to make The
* South Bank Show. You can’t exist”

. Chart Ed] and I just didn’t like thet song. :

. And however you lock at it, every : Ml Eminem recently aaid that he and

. Dr Dre make better judges than Dannit
- and Cheryl. He'a right, isn’t ha?

: Jason, via email

! “Td love to have them on as quest

: judges on & theme which would make

- them comfortable. I've extended the

. invitation to Eminem already. What did

he say? 1 don’t know yet. When you

- make a commitment like this to a show

like The X Factor it’s about a seven-
month commitment and the chance

. of getting someone to make that
* commitment is pretty slim, but they’d
" be welcome.”

Let's talk about some of the big

. events of 2009. Were you sad when
¢ Qasis split up?

i “I think it was inevitable. But I think it
* wasashame. Ilove thetwo of them as

people too by the way, Pve met them

 many times. I think they’re intelligent,

: they have a great sense of humour. Noel
: is a genius songwriter, absolute genius.
: But it happens, obviously they’re sick to
* death of each other. Twouldn’t be

: surprised if they got back together”

" Would you like to mastermind i¢?

¢ “You can’t mastermind those two. Ifthey
: got back together again, it would come

: downto one thing: the songs. Whether

. you can create that magic again.”

: Arethere any British bands out there

. you'd want to take under your wing?

: "Genuinely, as a record label, there is

. absolutely nothing you can dotc help

. aband who aren't writing hit songs, The
- only thing that matters is what they

: deliver to you, which is either a hit song
- orarubbish songand I can’t influence

: that. I'd Jove Liam and Noel to walk in

here and say, ‘T'd love to be signed to

~ your label’, but I would have nothing to

- dowith it other than, ‘Do you want to

. play me the album? Because without

_ the hitThave no influence or power,

. becauseIcant tum s dud into a hit”

. Is dubstep the future of music?

: “Ireally wouldn't know.”

: Have you heard ‘Merriweather Post

. Pavllion’ by Animal Collective?

¢ “No. Look, if this section is about

- me locking stupid, I've got the point

* -Idon't need to go any further”

. Not at all, #t's just a good record. Right,
: Nirvana fans were recently upset

: about the way in which the new Guitar
. Hero 5 allowed you to manipulate

. Kurt's avatar to have him sing songa by *
. other artists. Should the legacy of dead .
: rock stars be sacresanct?

" “No! I think thats taking it far too

. seriously, otherwise you’d never do

: aproduction of Macbeth egain because
¢ you'd say you can’t touch Shakespeare.

Look, you can respect the person who's

* died, but I think raying no-one can ever
: touch it, that’s wrong. Just the idea of

generations of kids trying to be like him

- becsuse they have the ability to; I don't

think that's disrespectful, actually. If

. anything I think what’s going on there

is respect.”
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y got
! three versionn of Hallelujah’ mtot.he

" charts last Christmas?

. *No. I would have liked to have heard

, from him, actually. Apparently - and

> again thisis the irony because we had so

many complaints about that...in fact,

. I've had more criticiam of covering thet
: song than I've ever had before - Leonard
- had hed some bad dealings overthe

. years and lost a load of money. Anyway,
* this record had made him millions, so

. apparently he was quite happy about it.

: There were people who said at the time,
: “You can't touch this version’ - it was the
» Jeff Buckley version - and I said ‘Yes

" 1 can, because I'm going to make it more
: popular’ And trust me, Leonard Cohen

: was not complaining when he got that

" royalty cheque”

hisa ie fun,” Cowell informs the
assistant who interrupts to tell him
that his next business meeting is

. waiting outside. It's delivered with

i another wink, only this time we get

" exactly what it means. This - the record
; label, the TV show, the interview with

. NME -it's all a game to him. The most

i straight-talling man in showbusiness

» isn’t passionate about music. Never has

been, not even on holiday. Sc why is he

: goingto have slaepless nights about

¢ anything La Roux throws at him? These
. days it'’s all spreadsheeta and share

; revenues. And, right now, you can’t

i argue with those numbers.

So maybe we should stop arguing too,

: The X Factor is what it is: lightweight,

i populist drivel. And Simon Cawell is

i what he i the money machine behind
* it, laughing all the way to the bank for

' the Afth Christmas running. Neither are
: actually a threat to good music, rather

* they’rethe thorns in our side that spur
" us on to keep making it. The necessary
{ evils that remind us what life would be
. like if it wasn't for Florence, Animal

¢ Collective and any other artist keeping

things interesting in 2008.
Back at NME Towers later that

- afternoon, a story breaks online about

" the new Gorillaz album, which Damon

. Albarn says will be “very pop” in direct
. reaction to The X Factor. And maybe

: that's the point. Like the hopefuls he

* parades in front of us each week, Simon
+ is only the most influential man in

* music because the public have voted

* him into that position. What was it he

said about the Christmas Number One?
“Anyone is entitled to have a pop at us
one year”. Good point. We came here

; today thinking we could fight Simon
face-to-face, but we leave knowing

there’s only one truly effective way to do

! it and that’s hit-to-hit. After all, that’s the
+ challenge he's putting out there. Down

- with braindend, bled-dry cover versions,
. up with ideas and innavation, Right

: then, Britain: here’s a mic, here’s a

: GarageBand spplication, here’s a remix

: add-on. Now form aband.

Oh, and if Simon Cowell walks inte

your gig, please be sure to have your
. bassist gob on him.
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ey, Boots! How did the
photoshoot go? it’s been a while
since NME caught up with you...
“Yeah, it has been awhile, It's
been a while since I've done
anything like this too. At the beginning
of the year ! was doing three shoots a day.
I fea] out of practice!”
The Matthew willlamson dress looks nice.
“1 loveit. 1 kinda want to steal it
You've described your fashion sense as
“cosmic Coronation Street”. Does that
Just mean Vera Duckworth with bigger
shoulder pads?
“I didn't actually say that! Somebody
told me the guy from Saint Etienne said
that ahout me. I think it’s the northern
connection.”
You wrote recently on Twitter that you're
bored of negative people cafling you fat.
“Yeah, I shouldn’t have said anything
really, It was stupid. You do get people
saying negative things about you.. it
doesn’t help when you go to celebrity
parties and the people there are the size
of & matchstick®

“JESUS HAS ALREADY GOT GOLD
AND FRANKINGENSE. MAYBE
HE’D NEED A BLACKBERRY”

Music thls year has been defined by
female solo artists. Have you feit that the
focus has been too much on looks?

"I dunno, I feel like I wear what I wanna
wear. And I think that all the female artists
around are so different, and have such
strong visual images. It’s quite exciting
that women are doing something that isn't
as obvious ~ like being blonde in a bikini
—and no-one’s got a problem with that
because the music is good.”

What’s been the highlight of your year?
“T've done some cool stuff. I've been all
over the world. I'm playing Shepherds
Bush Empire next week, that blows my
mind. I've got a gold record, It's susreal.

I think the Glastonbury show was really
special and Friday Night With Jonathan
Ross. Doing things you've yrown up with.®
You received a ot of attention at the
beginning of 2009 - we're thinking of the
Brits In particular - before you'd even
released your debut. With hindsight,

was that a help or a hindrance?

“Evory year this hype thing seems to get
bigger and bigger with new acts, end these
polls which really only about 50 people in
London get to decide. . the hype... people
just blow it out of proportion. Obviously

Victoria Hesketh Little Boots

it's openad some amazing doors, but 1t also
brought a huge amount of expectation on
an album I hadr't even finished thia time
last year. It's a double-sided coin.”
8earing that in mind, are you
pleased with how the album did?
“1 just wanted to get it

to s many people as
possible. The fact that
200,000 people bought
my album is nuts. It's & lot
of people! I was sat at the pictures
the other night and this woman
sat next to me and was like, ‘My
three-yvear-old makes me put your song
on every single night on repeat,’ and it
nearly made me cry. That's what it's
about, It’'s been a total head fuck, butit's
been an amazing journey.”

Kanye West came down to one of your
shows - did he rush the stage, grab the
mic and tet) the crowd Beyoncé deserved
to be there more than you?

“(Laughs) He didn’t, but he put Kid Cudi
onstage and made me sing with him on
the spot.”

Which song?

“His ‘Day "N’ Night' song.”

What a didk, It was your show

- shouldn’t it have been one of yours?
“Well, I'd covered Kid Cudi on YouTube
and he'd seen it and Kanye blogged
about it, and then Kanye came to the
show with him. I was so nervous

[ forgot all the words.”

You've been papped partylng with
Katy Perry. Is she really 247

“Yeah, [ think she is. ] knowalot of
people who aren't the age they say, but
{ think Katy Perry is. She's safe. The
weirdest thing is meeting more old
school types like Annie Lennox and
Gary Numan. ] mean, ['ve been
listening to his albums for years!”
Moving on to Christmac. if Jests was
alive today, what would you get him
for his birthday?

*I quesa he's already got gold and
frankmcenee.. maybe he'd need

a BlackBerry”

With the recession and everything,
would you combine Christmas and
birthdxy presents?

“That’s mean. No, I'd get Jesus two
separate presents,”

———
PHCITON TS OXLITY INTERVUOMR: KAY LETEN
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P ek TOM OXLEY SET DESH N DRLANDO WEEKS

LAYING TO REST GHOS

They did it their way - and it worked. Mark Beaumont meets band of the people The
Maccabees as they reassess their amazing 2009, and look ahead to a bright future

t wasn'’t swimming in Malawi’s
Lake Of Stars. It wasn't spending
a day as a living Boo Ritson
artwork. It wasn’t documenting
people chasing cheese off a cliff
or finding Mat Horne skulking

behind him everywhere he turned.

For Orlando Weeks, all of these things
luminated his 2003, the year The
Maccabees went mega-sized. But the
moment about which he speaks most
enthusiastically is having his monkey
etched by an Attenborough.

Incredibly, this is not a euphemism.

“I went and saw David Attenborough
live,” he recalls, “and it was the best
gig I've ever been to. He was being
interviewed by Melvyn Bragg, live at
the Brighton Dome for the Bafta Award
ceremony with 2 massive screen behind
him, he was talking us through
moments of footage throughout his
career. How fucking cool is that? I met
him afterwards and got his autograph
on my monkey T-ahirt,”

A htting highlight, considering
the struggle for aurvival that The
Maccabees andured this year, and the
waonder of nature they became, As they
spproach Xmas ag freshly revered
underground herces on the verge of
breaking 2010 across their knees like
#n errant altar boy as headliners of the
Shocowsves NME Awards Touy, it's

impossibie tothink that in January they

lay on the uppermost strata of the indie
landfill - beloved by the faithful but
considered art-pop also-rans by the
cloth-eared many.

“1 remember thinking that the term
landfll indie’ was one of the cruellest-
sounding ways of describing anything,”
Orlando says. “Of course we were pretty
desperate not to be
part of anything that
mean-sounding. It
was a crummy way
of deseribing peaple
whe'd put effort into
something. To be
frank, { was worried
we might not even
get to make a second
record and [ was
really chuffed that
we had_ I felt that
was the job of the
first record, to give us the opportunity
to do it again.”

Indeed, a3 2009 dawned The
Maccabees could hear the major label
axes swinging and feared for their own
necks. To this day they feel they can
take nothing for granted.

“We didr’t know if we were gonna
have a record deal,” adds guitarist
Feliz White. “We didn’t know last
year if we were going to be able to
make [the second album]. There’s
always uncertainty. You look back at

90 per cexnt of the great records that’'ve
been made, most of those records
have been made by bands thatare in
uncomfortable, uncertsin situations.
They haven't got a stable, careerist
future in front of them. It was the same
thing for us. We learnt that you have
to take it as it comes.”

“WHAT WAS MY BEST
616 THIS YEAR? DAVID
ATTENBOROUGH LIVE!”

ORLANDO WEEKS

After so many years with your noses
to the indie grindstone, were you
frustrated to see other bands leap-
frogging you into the big league?

Felix: “Peopie aren't idiots, they know
aband with good rongs and get into it,
you never begrudge anyone that. I think
we're hucky that the people who come
to Maccabees gigs and believe it have
grown up with us and that’s the kind
of rapport that you can’t creste in six
meonths with a group or with one single.
A swift ascension can kill a band, we

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

were allowed space to breathe.” |/

Orlando: “We've earned it, definitely. |
We've never had a song that’s been big |
on Radio 1 and, unless that happens,
you have to play to as many people as
possible, that’s the rub of the green.”

And so the Maccabees conquered
2009 using what’s become known
as the Kings Of Leon Method: a
modest charm, consistently great
tunes and a work ethic akin to
Morrissey’s tour re-scheduler
teaming up with The Big Pink’s drug
dealer to sweep up after 2012. Each tiny
step marked a highlight, starting with
their "Wall Of Arms" album prompting
press-wide declarations of the Death Of
The Difficult Second Album. If ‘Colour It
In’ labelled The Maccabees as twee indie
traditionalists with its nostalgic
childhood talk of first love, swimming
lessons, Colgate-fiavoured enogs and
enting Lego, ‘Wall Of Arms' hada
darker neurotic shiver to i, the kind
of desarted-Nuremburg-warehousa
chill that breeds longevity.

“There's a saying ahout how misery
loves company,” Oriando agrees. “It
may be that we'd spent so much time in
a windowless room staring caldly at
each other thinking, ‘Why isn't thie
working?’, that’s maybe what’s there.”

“We grew up as & band in terms of
listening to great songwriting like The
Band,” Felix adds. “Crlando got into
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things like Animal Collective. We were
really keen to make an album that
worked from start to finish, an aesthetic
recerd that you could listen to the whole
way through, which bands like Interpol
do really, really well ”

The rest, as David Attenborough
himself might putit, was a series of tiny
tableaux in Nature's grand diorama.
Their artistic bent reemerged in

their being body-painted by famed

life-art pioneer Boo Ritson for the

album sleeve (Orlando: “It’s a
strange feeling because once it
dries it tightens up, so I imagine it’s
what it feels like to be one of those
face-lifters. You feel a little bit Cher.”)
and 1n making a documentary-style
video for ‘Can You Give It”’ about the
suicidal berserkers who take partin the
annual Gloucestershire Cheese Rolling
contest. “We’d [wanted to] make it not
like a ‘sport gone crazy’ video,” says
Orlando, “but more about people and
heritage and place and tradition. It was
lucky enough that the man in it had won
itlast year [and] he won it again, o
there was a before and after”

Then the familial charm that has given
their gigs such an inclusive community
feel was evident on an even larger scale
at the festivala. “We played to more
people than we've ever played ta
before,” Orlando says. “At Glastonbury,
for some reason I couldn’t catch my
breath, I was taken aback by the scale of
it all. We fucked up ‘Precious Time' or
something and there was a collective
sigh from the crowd, like, “Ahhhh,

shame’ and we thought, ‘That’s alright,
they’re on our side”. All of us felt really
touched about that®

Their cuddly, caring side came out, too,
in their charity trip to Malawi to play
the Lake Of Stars festival in October.
“It’s anather world,” Felix remembers,
“Meeting people that can be so friendly
and enthusiastic and positive, but they
live on literally nothing, on barren land,
their houses are put together out of
straw and whatever they can find. It
definitely puts things into perspective.”

Orlande: “We did that and then the
polar opposite. We were travelling
through Switzerland about three months
ago and we came across this glacier and
they'd dug a tunnel inte the glacier
which was 100 meters deep or
something, so you were in this amazing
Bond villain lair. That was pretty cool ®

And the wonk-chopped cherry on The
Maccabees’ coming of age cake was the
near-constant presence of the most
adorable - nay, Maceabeean — comedy
actor of the age, Mat Horne. He
interviewed them on YouTube,
introduced them onstage at every
possible opportunity and starred in
their Mel Smith & Griff Rhys Jones-
aping video for ‘No Kind Words”.

*T've kmown him for about three-and-a-
half years now,” says Crlando. “He’s a
vary dear friend of mine. We'd said [for
ages], and I'm sure it was a drunken
conversation, “You'l be in a video won't
you?' ‘Yeah, I'll be in a video.! Then
suddenly we had no money and I'd had
this idea for a homage to the old Wispa

-~ :
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adverts and I figured Matt would either
know peaple or be up for doing it, and he
was He could squeeze it in to what was
at the time his particularly ridiculous
schedule. He proper stepped up.”

Thus, The Maccabees launched
themselves out of the landfill by playing
to their many strengths. By dint of raw
talent, artistic initiative, hard graft and
limiting themselves to just one celebrity
mate (a lesson there, eh, Beth Dirto?),
they headlined London's Brixton
Academy, got to collaborate with Roots
Manuva on a sensational soon-come
reworking of ‘No Kind Words’ (see right)
and became the slow-burning
champions of 2009 and the biggest
indie hopes of 2010 by doing it the
old-fashioned way.

“We know, we're doing things the right
way, because we're trying to do it the
honest way,” says Felix, “slowly going
upwards and turning a few people’s
heads as we go. This was the year a lot of
people noticed that we weren't just an
average spikey indie guitar band that
were just going to blow away. We proved
to ourselves and to other people that
we’re & proper band.”

“We're still not in a situation where
we can brag about it or be cocky or
rest on our laurels,” he continues.
“Twant to look back on us in 10 years
time and think it was the third or
fourth albums that really made
The Maccabees”

The Meccabees: set to scrawl their
names across the new decade's monkey.
And that’s stifl not a euphemism.

by
Nice srtowfiakes, en?
Orlando made them! (L-r):
Rupert, Orlanda, Sam,
Hugo and Felix

Rools spenk -
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My favourite

“(Sings entire song) [ love
that song. It’s got a really

4 =trong '80s thing going on.
1just heard Fucked Up
have released their version

AgTy i
-1Ihaven't heard it yet, but that’s a great
idea, This song wasn't as big a deslin
the US as it was in the UK -we had our
own Band Aid-type song called ‘We Are
The World". I don’t think that song is any
worse, but it isn’t a Christmas song.”

All Twant for
Christmas is...

| “I yearn for one of these.
Imentioned it in an
interview and Sony rang
| me up and said they'd send
me one. It hasn't turned up
yet 2o I'm just putting it
out there again. HI get sent that one,
and then another for mentioning it in
NME, then I'll send you the spare one,
yeah? I just want to play the new FIFA.
1like football. I support Barcelona,”

The best guitar solo
ever written is...

“Oh, that’s a tough one.
I lkinda want to say
something by Slash... but
then what about Brian
May? Oh, this one is
hard. (Thinks for at least five minutes).
OK, 'm going with ‘Bohemian
Rhapsody’ - that’s a pretty awesome
guitar golo. Plus, the notes make me
happy. Could I play i#? T would say

if [had one shot, noway. If Thad a
while to learn it._ maybe®

The first record I

ever bought was...

“My memory isn't great,
but I'm pretty sure it
was this.] remember
thinking how manly he
looked on the sleeve.

1 also remember not knowing anything
at all about music and just being one
of the sheep and buying whatever
was popular with my friends. You
have to admit that it’s a catchy little
number though "

Before Idie I'd play...

“You could just slip away
with this one - It’s
powerful and grand and

| [ think it would numb the
ating. I don't worry about
dying too much ~ not
more than anyone else— but I don’t want
to go until F'm 110 and lying in bed with
my woman, God, what a deprassing
thing to ask me, especially after we
were only just talking ahout Christmas!”

favourite
Christmas movie is...

“It’s a classic movie,
with all the best lines.

I you're feeling down
during the holidays, I
guarantee this film will
cheer you up. (Suddenly
shouts) TM FREEZING
MY BAGUETTES OFF? That's my
favourite line. It’s my woman’s
family’s favourite Christmas movie,
so 1l watch it round their house and
we'll laugh our asses off together.”

I'wish I'd written...

BEATIT"

CHAH. JACKSON

s e | Tts probably the best pop
song ever. What? You

Pl | think ‘Smooth Criminat'is

better? You have the right

— to your opinion. Shit (lots

of background noise and clattering).

1think you made me drop my phone.

No, ‘Beat It’ iz amazing. i was in New

Hampshire when he died. I felt pretty

bummed out. I keep meaning to go see

the This Is It movie. ] watched some

TV special in a hotel room in Japan

just after he died, which was pretty

awesome. It kind of reinforced just

how much he did in his life.”

PR Julian has just had
two ideas for

excited I'd ever been up
to this point in my life.

I can’t remember the

g exact date, but it was... it
was... (bursts into song
again) ‘A WHOOOOOLE
NEELEYFW WORLD I'm
not really bothered about Dinosaur Jr
any more - 'm not ‘not* a fan, but I den't
really follow what they're up to - but at
this point on my life, they really meant 2
something to me. It did help that Thad a i
fake ID and I drank a little, cbviously”

THE
ALBUM
2009

MUSE KASABIAN

BIFFY CLYRO FRIENDLY FIRES
JAMIE T THE TEMPER TRAP

WHITE LIES PARAMORE

W" _DOUBLE CD OUT NOW
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Paul Simonon
making iconic history
onstage In New York,
Ssptember 21, 1979

© PEMMIE SMITH

Thirty Christmases ago
hammered the
last nail into punk’s coffin.
In doing so, they created the
genre’s most famous album.
_examines the
seminal
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unk Rock was like

sex in prison. Brutish.
Fast. Exciting to a few.
Appalling to most.
Over pretty quickly.

with the Sex Pistols’
first London headline
show in apring of 1976, then - according
to Mark Perry of the hugely influentisl
Sniffin’ Glue tanzine at least - it died

the day The Clash signed to CBS. Given
this happened on January 28, 1977, this
would mean the whole thing only lasted
10 months.

All of a sudden, new rave looks like an
epoch straddling inter-generational
movement, right?

Of course it would be closer to the truth
to say that it was winter 1979 that saw
punk put against the wall and executed
without blindfold or cigarette. If the shot
to the head was Pil's ‘Metal Box’ in
November then the bullet to the heart
was London Calling’, The Clash’s third
album, which came out just before
Christmas that year. Put simply, it breke
all of punk’s rules. It was a double-album
- something usually associated with the
enemy, the producers of bloated stadium
prog. It not only locked backwards, but
had an cbvious and heartfelt respect
for the lineage of rock history. But its
genre-hopping, magpie tendenciea also
took in rockabilly, ska, rockateady and
the likre, and suddenly placed them
nearer rousically to Queen than they
were to Sham 69,

This, of course, was a good thing.
Releaging ‘London Calling’ is what
saved The Clash and promoted them to
the premier league. There is, after all,

a good reason why no-one got out the
bunting to celebrating the 30th
anniversary of their flat second album
*Give "Em Enough Rope’ last year.

‘There were numercus reasons for the
massive shift in pace. It wasn’t just
a reection to their friends the Sex Pistols
splitting (mourned on the album in
Four Horsemen’). Their flowering as
a group could be connected directly to
their return from ‘The Clash Take The
Fifth’ tour of America. In NYC they had
experienced first-hand how punk was
interacting with disco, funk and stadium
rock to produce newer forms. The
Bruce Springsteen and Phil Spector-
worshipping The Card Cheat’is an
obvious result.

Perhaps, unsurprisingly, there was
a chemical component na well, Cocaine,
whatever shortterm pleasures it
provides, is ultimately not conducive to
happiness or creativity, and musical
powerhouse Mick Jones realised this,
swapping chisel for ganja by the bagful.
In fact, according to Clash biographer
Pst Gilbert, he wasn’t seen without
a Pimlico parsnip in his hand for the
entire duration of recording. This again
would explain some of the ‘looseness’ on
“Train In Vain' and ‘Jimmy Jazz' as well
asthe decrease in aggressiveness and
the increase in open-mindedness.

Yet whatever changes they had made,

Strummer was at pains to point out that
they weren’t that radical: “It ain't like
sitting on a stool, it’s about 300 times
more physical than that”

But for all the myrind reasons, Jarnes
Dean Bradfield, Manic Street Preachers
frontman and Clash fanatic, reckons the
way they busted out of the punk ghetto
was an inevitability. " think it was
always obvigus that The Clash had their
eyes on rock'n’roll mythology in a way
that other punk bands didn't,” he
suggests. “You had Joe Strurmimer,
who earned his wings on the London
rock’n'rol) pub circuit playing a lot of
12-bar blues and stuff, so they were
always slightly more aware of rock'n'roll
history. If you look st Mick Jones arcund
the time of ‘Give ’Em Enough Rope’, he’s
already looking like a bona fide '70s rock
star. He's wearing silk shirts, he’s grown
his hair out [cut in the style of Keith
Richards by Chrissie Hynde of The
Pretenders], he's wearing leather kecks...
1 think they were always more aware of
rock’n’roll at the start.”

Marcus Gray, Clash expert and author
of Route 18 Revisited: The Clash and
London Calling, goes a step further. “For
all the rhetorie, The Clash had never
really been 100 per cent themselves
before. The debut album was a brilliant
plece of work, but a concept ‘punk’
album, shaped largely by [manager]
Bernie Rhodes. The second album, ‘Give
*Em Enough Rope’, was a bit confused,

potency; ironic that it’s a parody of the
sleeve of Elvis Presley’s 1956 self-titled
album. Many people have missed the
point that the sleeve wasn’t designed to
take the piss out of the King, but rather
lift the band themselves up to the level
of roek’n’roll aristocracy.

For Kieren Webster of The View, all of
this is bound together with his own
youthful rock’n'roll dreams.

“I became aware of The Clash when
1 first started eoming down to London
when I'was 16, he remembers. “Cur
reanager Graat was a massive fan and
he played me the album when we used
to come down to stay in Brixton. So it
was a pretty good imtroduction! I love
“The Guns Of Brixtor’ and I've just
bought a bass which is pretty much
exactly the same as the one that Paul
Simonon plays on that album.”

The suave bassist (recently part of
Damen Albarn’s The Good, The Bad &
The Queen project) was also responsible
for promoting the band’s callow
flirtation with reggae to a credible
synthesis of styles. A heart-palpitatingly
fast version of “Wrong "Em Boyo'
(originally by The Rulers) pretty much
spawned an entire genre itself, the
So-Cal ska punk scene that would follow
in America some 10 years later, The
most notable of these bands, of course,
was Green Day, who owe more than
a small debt to the aibum, “They’re
probably the best band in the world,”

““THE CLASH HAD THEIR EYES
ONROCK MYTHOLOGY LIKE
OTHER PUNK BANDS DIDN'T”

JAMES DEAN BRADFIELD

with Joe Strummer struggling for
subject matter and a convincing voice,
and... Mick Jones’ guitar-hero
inclinations. Somehow with ‘London
Calling’, all four members of The Clash
found the confidence to bring their
influences to the table.”

Certainly by this point bassist Paul
Simoenon and drummer Topper Headon
had attained near equal status to
Jones and Strummer, making them
a collaborative unit for the first time.

In fact the album {5 Simonon’s in many
ways. Not only did he sing and write
*The Guns Of Brixton, one of the
shining high points of the group's
career, but it was his taut, hunched
figure - caught midway through
destroying his bass by the implacable
lens of Pennie Smith ~ that adorned the
iconic sleeve.

Originally Stnith didn’t want the photo
used, claiming it was too out of focus.
Now she’s changed her mind. She said
recently; “It captures the ultimate
rock’n'roll moment —total loss of
contrel,” That it has become such
a parodied image speaks volumes of its

purrs Billie Joe Armstrong,

One-man punk troubadour Frank
Turner adds, °I think The Clash need to
take a lot of credit for imroducing the
Jamaican angle to punk, an element that
has remained in the scene ever since.

In a roundahout way they’re kind of
responsible for the So-Cal ska punk
thing - althcugh 1 dan’t want to draw
adirect link between them and Less
Than Jake! But if you take a really gocd
band like Operation Ivy - they wouldn’t
have existed if it wasn’t for ‘London
Calling’. Even the way that The Specials
progressed ska owed a ot to The Clash.”

Of course it was Joe Strummer’s idea
- man of the people that he was—to
release a double album. He wasn’t
concerned about whether stuff was
‘punle’ or not, he just wanted the punters
to get a good deal, As he told NME’s
Charles Shear Murray at the time, the
group had hired two tape machines to
help cut down on studio time, “Suppose
a group came along and decided to
make a i6-track LP on two [tape
recorders], which dramatically
diminishes the cost factor called ‘studio

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

coats”. You can get a fucking LP for two
or three quid. The majors don't like that
sort of thing because it creates an
unhealthy precedent,”

(A moment of trumpet blowing please:
NME hsd been Clagh supporters from
the start, and in his review Shaar
Murray declared the album their first
that was “truly equal in stature to their
legend”. In fact, London Calling’s
glorious, initially ‘hidden’ closer ‘Train
In Vain’ was initially recorded as a
giveaway flexi-disc for readers.)

It's received wisdom that all double
albums would male far superior
single albums. Whether this is actually
true of "London Calling’ is debatable,
but i is perhaps undeniable Jimmy
Jazz' and ‘Lover’s Rock’ could have
been relegated to the subs’ bench. But
if it has a main problem then it is not
in and of itself, but that it pretty much
greenlit 1980’ disastrous "Sandinistal
- a coclejuggling thunder turd of
a treble-album with comedy songs,
children singing, big band jazz and all
manner of cuntery galore contained on
it. This was certainly the point at which
the band'a innovation and generosity
morphed partially into unmitigated
egotism (albeit with awesome disco
punk flourishes).

Frank Turner also makes an interesting
point about the double-edged sword of
The Clash's lasting influence on modern
indie groups such as The Libertines and
Razoright. “The new bands want to
sound like them but aren't influenced by
their ethos or the way they went about
it,” he says. “It isn't much of a tribute ta
The Clash because the whole point was
they took existing styles and pushed
them forwards to mzake a new sound.”

Maybe now with the rise of right-wing
extremism, economic downtwn and
the prospect of a Tory landslide in the
elections next year, the conditions this
Christmas are right for another group
such as The Clash to combine political
radicalism with mainstream ambition
to once again dominate the charts.
Maybe... maybe not?

“The Clash were such an amazingly
articulate and fierce and skilled group
that they managed to raise the template
{for ‘London Calling' into an art form,”
says James Dean Bradfield. “This hasn't
been repeated since. I don’t know bow
it can be compared to the present day.

I think it can only be done once.”

8till, here’s hoping. Hoping that the
next decade will see the rise of bands
influvenced by ‘London Calling”s
revolutionary nature, rather than just
it sound,

To join in a ‘for and agxinst’ debate
o the merits of "London Calling’,
head to MMECOM/Blogs
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Part 2

La Roux, Mr Mumford and Flossie submit to our fiendish Yuletide inquisition...

Elly Jackson Lu Roux

Dude! If your year were 3 tres, what sort
of tree would it be?

“It would be an oak, but it might be abit
floppy by now. Just from general fatigue,
Imean, I can’t even begin to think about
this year, about how much I've done and
seen, how many gigs ['ve done and people
've met. 1 think everyone feels like that
right now. [ think this year needs to come
toa premature end.”

Have you kept any mementos? Ticket
stuhs, dead anlmais, that sort of thing...
“I haven't really kept any, except maybe
Jah Mule - he'’s a small carpet donkey that
we found outside of one of our rehearsal
spaces and rescued, and now he goes
everywhere with us; he's our mascot. That
and my collection of flamingos, obviously:
1 have a life-sized one with real feathers on
it. I've got a iamingo keyring, a lamingo
charm bracelet, | have a necklace and

I have a brooch and Thave a T-shirt with

a Hamingo on it

What's been the worst thing that’s
happened to you this year?
“Probebly the aftermath of the Mumbai

Hey, Florence. What are you going to he
dofng this Christmas?

“Hopefully I'll be at home, My mother
always dreams up these crazy ideas about
where we should spend Christmas, Oh
god, ™ve had some awful ones, Christmas
in China, in a hotel room, with my family,
That was pretty dreadful. I went to Dubai
last year and that was pretty bad, There's
something very dispiriting about
spending Christmas in a hote].”

How much does your Christmas shopping
budget run to?

“I've got a really large family, so

Florence Welch Forence And The Machine

terror attacks. We're holding a gigon
Valentine’s Day to raise money for that {
cause, because a friend of mine was
severely mjured in them — he’s an
old family friend, and nc-one
knows yet whether his injuries are
permanent. So yeah, I'l} use this
opportunity to put that out there.”
which membar of the Royal Famlly
would you say has had the best yeas?
“Probably Prince Harry, isn't it? Actually

- is he really a member of the Royal
Family? As he doesn’t count I'm going to
have to say William. Isn't William going to
get married and stuff? He's probably had
quite a good year. I've seen a lot of pictures
of him on jet skis with his girlfriend, soc he
must’ve done something. I don't know, it
seems like it's all just one long party at
Boujis from what I can make cut.”

What have you been watching on
television this year?

“Usually whenever I'm at home on
Sundays [ watch about five episodes of
Come Dine With Me, It's like all of the best
TV programmes combined. It’s just

Marcus Mumford

what will you be asking for this
Christmas time, then?

“I wouldn’t mind & sheapdog, I could
starttraining it and take it on the road
—Ilove sheepdogs, they’re mmazing —
but I don't think i"m going to get it,
becausa it'a probahly not appropriate
for the anjmal’s life. Maybe next year...
I'm agking for a wok; Pm really enjoying

- cocking Thai faod at the moment.”

What pressies are you golng to get for
your bandmates?

“T'd get Winston some deodorant, I'd get
Ben arazor and I'm gonna get Teda
monocle. He’s got a pocket watch chain
and hia moustache 18 going really well,
and I want to encourage hislook. [ think
a monocle would help.”

[calculates] it’s usually about £20 & head...
I've got five brothers and sisters, my dad,
my mum, my atepmum, lots of cousins.”
Let's play good present, had present.
Dog: good present, bad present?

“If asomeone were expecting a box of
chocolates and you gave them an alsatian
they might be upset. I wouldn’t mind if
someone gave me a dachshund.”

Severed head: good or bad present?

“1f it were the head of your namesis on

a plate, that might be quite fetching. But,
probably unless it’s an arch-enemy, that’s
best avoided.”

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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pecple cussing each others’
houses, people cooking badly
and people acting up. It’a an
essay on class envy —
anyone from any social
background can find an
excuse te look down on
someone from another

really, but it makes for great
entertainment.”

What are you doing for New
Year’s Eve?

“I'm gaing to be in the
Caribbean over Christmas
and New Year with my family,
I'm taking them on holiday as
atreat for all the years they've
taken me on hotiday -
girfriends and boyfriends as
well We're all going to go for
a nice few relaxing weeks, and
I'm gonna &'y and slow down
and reflect on the year that’s
gone by, try and get my head
around it.”

What's your favouarite bit of Christmas

dinner?

“Bread sauce.”

Good caill

“Thank you. You don't get it a lot. But

1 do love those little 2ausages with bacon

wrapped around them.”

Right, that's Christmas done. what’s been

your highlight of 20097

“The hoedown at our album launch — we

did itin abarn. The vision was to take our

erowd on tour with ua for a night and to

have a barn dance, where pecple could

let loose and have fur: fust dancing ta

country music.”

And the lowpolnts?

“The various sicknesses — L had
prneumonla after one

!
=

Oxfam goat gift vouches?
T like those. I remember one
year my dad got everyone
goats It would've been cool
if we'd got tha goats, but
I supposa salong

88 90meone gets

the goats it’s OK.”

If Britain were
tobecome a
communist coumry,

A A A RIS A AR R

tour we did and o chast infection on
the last tour.”
What will you remember this year for?
“Ag the year we played the moat gigs.
I think it's over 200, Bacause I've been
playing with Laura Marling as well, there
hasn’t been a week I haven’t played a gig
in three years, probably.”
Which of those gigs was the mast
“1 played 1n Laura’s band supporting Neil
Young. We got to hang out with him. He
was really non~prima donna-ish. He
walked past Laura on the way out and
just tapped her on the shoulder and
he goes, ‘It’s real exciting’.”
What is?
*Her music. She waa llke, 1™

what would you name the
public holiday that wouid
repface Christmas?
“What was it in The
Simpsons? Do What-
You-Feel Day'”
What's the best pharmacestical
drug to keep kids quiet at Xmas?
“What sort of thing are you
thinking of?”
Rohypnol.
“I'm not really very boned-up on
pharmaceutical drugs. Let me teat some
out and I'll tell you..”

INTERYYEWS: GAVIN HAYNES/LEDME COOPER
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t’s the first day of advent in Baltic
Copenhagen, and NME is sat
mere metres away from a
bleach-blonde Hayley Williams,
exchanging srnall talk on
BlackBerrys. This is not quite
how we dreamed our lifeasa
rock inquisitor would have
panned out ~ Lester Bangs
certainly didn’t have to put up with this
shit - but after loaing her voice and
having to cancel a string of shows, the
Pargmore singer haa been ordered by
management to rest her voice on show
days That means the only way we can
do ourinterview is via texts... despite
gitting in the same room.

I¥'s reason to be concerned. For a band
who've been around for what seems like
five minutes, Paramore have fitted in
a lot of drama. In February last year, a
combination of too-much-too-soon and
tour fatigue Jed our Tennessee punk pop
heroes to the brink. In a frank blog post,
singer Hayley Williams announced the
band were cancelling the rest of their
tour because of “a lot of internal issues
that have been going on in this band for
Quite a while now”. She continued, “We
were able to fight through ali of it for this
long, but unfortunately we weren't able
to keep it together long encugh to make
it through the end of the tour... we just
aren’t willing to risk the life of our band
over one tour.”

Since then, Hayley and her Para-men
have got better, got even huger with ‘the
Twilight song’, gone to Califernia to
make third album ‘Brand New Eyes’
with Rob Cavallo and bequn the whole
punishing regime &all over again. So we
couldn’t help but fee} a little concerned
at the cancellations, coming alongside
a string of tweets (@yelyahwilliams)
talking a lot about jet lag and tiredness
amid their Grammy excitement. Fearing
they might burn out by Christmas, we
did the only sensible thing to do in the
circumstances: jumped on the firgt
plane to Copenhagen to see if
everything was alright.

This is how aux conversation with

s Hayley went down - and we didn'’t
2 even have to correct her spelling.

Have you ever tried interviewing Paramore’s Hayley
Williams via BlackBerry while sitting face to face in the
same room as her? Dan Martin has, and it was weird

How is the European tour going?
“We're just two shows in, Helsinki was
insane! And last night in Stockholm was
just as nuts. I never expected to play In
front of this many people anywhere..”

You tweet a lot about being exhausted,
and you've cancelled dates — are you
having a repeat of last year’s problems?
“That’s been a while now... In September,
1 got really sick at the start of our US run
and it took me a while to get it sorted.
I've come to the realisation that if I want
to sing aggressively and run around like
a manisc onstage then 'm going to have
to take care of myself”

What measures are you taking to
enstire that doesn’t happen agnin?

“I rest like a sloth, warm up, and I can't
eat after 8pm. I haven't ever had to pay
so much attention ta my health but I
guess it's worth it to play every night.”

Who are you following on Twitter?
“Who DON'T I follow? All my friends
who stay on the road, my friends back
home who I never see. My British friend,
@chachacharley, she's hilarious... And
it's always fun to follow bands because
of the gnarly things that happen on tour.
If people could only actually experience
some of the things we do*

How much time have you actually
apent at home this year?

“There's been about a month that we’ve
had off the road. My house is a wreck.”

Describe your average Christmas

in Franklin, Do you have anything
special planned?

“I was planning on having a tree and
maybe opening some presents... haha.
Seriously, I have no plans other than to

“THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS?
IT’S NOT ABOUT PRESENTS. . "8

Find more magazing

be with my family and friends. You
know my birthday is right after
Christmas too. I got gipped!”

As one of the more high profile
Christians in music, can I ask: what is
the true meaning of Christmas?

“I'll give you a hint... it's definitely not
about presents.”

Is commercialiam getting in the way

of the true religious meaning?

“It gets in the way of the true meaning of
a lot of things. But ! do enjoy Christmas
candles. Especially gingerbread ones.”

Would Paramore ever record

a Christmas song?

“Maybe. We might do ‘Mr. Hankey,
The Chnistmas Poo’”

BlackBerry put away, 90 minutes,

15 songs and several hundred
seissorkicks later, Paramore leave

the stage having given Scandinavian
soil a serious pummelling. The way
Hayley channels both Janis Joplin
and Animal from The Mugppets at once
is, if anything, even more exceptional
for having ali that voice saved up.

“Was that really the best show of
the tour or do you say that to all the
towns?’ wetext.

Then Hayley begins to talk. “Ah, Ido
say that from time to time, but this one
really was. London is going to have ta do
alotto beat that!”

The awesome power of rock has
given Hayley her voice back|
We wish we'd done our
interview after the show...

NEXT YEAR: We interview
Liom Gallagher via two paper
cupa and a bit of string
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New Album Qut Now

CD. Download & Limited Deluxe Edition Double Vinyl

Includes “Open Up Your Door”and
“For Your Lover Give Some Time”

“Subtle, heartfelt and uniquely touching...
his most musically adventurous to date.” NME

Live at the Royal Festival Hall in London
on Saturday 9th January

www.richardhawley.co.uk www.myspace.com/richardhawley

a place to bury strangers  keep slipping away

new single out now

limited 7" vinyl & download
includss exclusive new track
& remixes from maps aad cereal spilier

new album exuloding head out now

www.aplacetoburystrangers.com ¥
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Who likes zebras? And who’s scared of snakes?

Faris Badwan The Horrors

NME: Have you got Christmas presents for
your handmates, Faris?

Farig Badwan: “ Yeah, they’re usually about
seven inches wide and cireular, 1 got Rhys
[Webb, Horrors bassist], the new Om
record, although that’s not seveninches
wide, that's 12 inches wide. I haven't asked
for anything this year - I've been more
concerned with trying to get my little
brother something interesting because the
only two things he likes are football and
musie, and he’s got access to &ll my music
and he’s got a football. It's pretty tough.
I'm probably gonna send my dad up in

2 hot air balloon.”

Which musictian deserves a decent Xmas
present this year?

“Ah, fuck it —they all deserve coal.”

Were there any particularly memorable
gigs for you in 2009?

“Benichssim, because we didn't play

— it was too windy.”

What was the best day of 2009 for you?
“The best day of the year was the day

after the show in Costa Mesa in America,
not far from LA, when I woke up with

a snake around my neck. It was tame,
it belonged to the person whose house
I'was in. Someone left the tank cpen,

I guess. If you own a snake1t’s a common
talethat the owner will often wake up
inthe mght to find 1t trying to, well,
constrict them. This snake was too
small to actually cause me any

harm - it was just round my neck.

I'd spent the previous evening

getting very well

acquainted with it,

so it being near

me was not

a complete

surprise.”

Rostam Batmanglij

NAME: Hey Rostam! What's the worst
Christmas you've ever had?

Rostam Batmanglij: “Well, there was one
where me end my brother asked if we
could open our presents early and our
parents said yes. And then Christmas
wasn't any fun because we'd got it all out
of the way a few days before. I'm more
patient now. That was rubbish. And
alesson learned.”

So what's tha best gift you've ever

been given?

“Actually, T just turned 26 a few days
ago, and my dad gave me his old
carrera. I learned 1o take pictures on

it when I was 10 years old. It’s ar old

film camera. { don't prefer older things
1o newer things. I like old things and

Noah Lennox (Panda Bear) Animal Collective

NME: what are your plans for Christmas
pay, Noah?

Noah Lennox: “We’ll probably go to

my wife's parents’ place which is two
hours north of here [Lisbon, Portugal];
we'll probably drive up there on the 24th.
T've spent the last four or ive Christmases
in Portugal.”

How [s Christmas in Portugal different
from Christmas in America?

“I know some people in America open up
the presents on the 24th, but we always do
it on tha 25th, and I feel like it’s more
common for people to do them on that day

here. Another big difference is that they
have fish for dinner - they have cod. I'm
not really into that, [ like hsh every once
in & while, but it just feels & bit wrong"
What else do you have planned for

the day?

“We might play some cards - there's
always a heated card game, I can’t
remember what the Portuguese

name for the game is, but there’s

four players and there’s twoon

each team. I'm not very good - my

: wife's parents are really good;
. they count cards and all kinds of

Find more magazines
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I like new things. I'm not one of those
people who just likes something

because it’s old. Or something because
1t’a new. I'm not obsessed with technology,
Ilike some technology, and { like sorme
old things.”

Rifight. So, what song would you use

{0 soundtrack your year?

"] Jike this album by a band called Berch
House —they’re from Baltimore. It doesn’t
come out until next yenr, but the album is
so good I've been listening to an advance
copy all year long, I would say the first
song on that would be great. It's called
‘Zebra’ I like zobras.”

How much do you llke them? Would you
say they're your favourite animal?

"You know, when I was akid, it was

crazy crap like that. It’s
really intense.”
‘What was the worst day
of 2009 for you?
“Probably Green
Man Festival.
I just played
really badly.
We were
there the
whole day
and some
friends of ours
were there

J
ov'\JIoad.com
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Canyoutellusa
rubbish Christmas
eracker joke?
"(To tour
manager) Do you
know any rubbish
Christmag cracker jokes?"”
(Ten seconds later) What doyou
call s man with a spade. hang
on... {shouts) Was the spade
in hus head orin his hand? {n
his head?”
Doug.
“You know it.”
what do you call a man
without a spade in his head?
“Idon’t kmow.”
Douglas!

@

either
afoxor
& blue jay.  used to be
really ohsessed with
animals when I was
a ¥id; I'used to spend 50
much time jugt sitting and
drawing them, There was
a book called the MacMillan
Musrrated Animal
Encyclopedic. That was my favourite book.

~ Itwasjust an encyclopedia with pietures

of every anima! ever inside.”

Are foxes hard to draw?

“Not for me, I'm pretty good at it.”
Because you practiced?

“Exactly. Practice, practice, p
makes perfect”

playing. They played really early and
Ithink I just lost track of how much I was
drinking. ] made a lot of mistakes. [ was
trying to hold an to the songs, doyou know
what I mean? But that’s not good - it really
shouldr’t be that way®

Did anyone notice you malking these
mistakes?

“I think everybody noticed, yeah, You'd
just hear the band go one way and me go
another way. Green Man was a pretty
heavy day ~it’s tough to top that one. The
festival was really, really sweet - all the
more reason for me to feel guilty!”
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What makes a classic Christmas song? Is it the
gratuitous use of sleigh bells? Or merely the

gratuitous use of Cliff Richard? As a man who’s had
his fair share of festive Number Ones, Cliff’s probably
got the answer but isn't telling anyone. So, as we
review Xmas past, try and forget that this decade’s
basically been nothing but wall-to-wall horrific X
Factor/Pop Idol/Popstars cockblurts. Concentrate on
Sir Cliff. Think of his preternaturally lovely cheek
bones, his silky bronze skin, his sexy slender hips.

Sir Cliff will console you. He knows what’s best.
Mistletoe. Wine. There there. There there...

A

by Natashe Khan, Bat For Lashes

“It always reminds me of being really small
and excited. | was probably about five when
1 first heard it. | was living in Hertfordshire
with my murm and family, and it was on
every year. There’s the “walking in the air”
bit, and it goes into the bit where all the
snowmien start doing this jig and it's really
joyous. It's the kind of music you imagine
people in pubsin Irefand would be playing
at Christmas. it's that bit that makes me
extra happy. It reminds me of a more
innocent time - | think Christmas is for kids,
s0 it reminds me of a time when | wasn'i
aware of the commerdialisation of
everything - when it wasn't all Argos
adverts every two minutes on telly, For me
it’s about the magic and believingin it.”

38MNME 15/26 December 2009
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by Jacob Graham, The Drums

“It invokes all those feelings you had when
you were younger during Christmas time
that are really special. | rerrember singing it
once in anursing home - we always went to
nursing homes and sang for old people, and
1 always thought that was nice. it's one of
those songs you feel like has always been in
yaur life. 'm a huge fan of Christmas - 1 love
everything about it; the whole feeling of it
ana all the decorations. wWhen | was eight or
nine years old | got lots of Batman action
figures for Christmas and | just fast it with
happiness. This year | don't know what
(warnt - maybe a new toothhrush? it's about
super-practical things these days; | asked
my mum for a new laundry basket last year,
and that was pretty nice.”

Find more magazines at www

“1 I}ke the verses more

than the rest of the song,

the verses are just cool,

with the synths; it’s

swnple and kind of fun,

) probakly first heard it when

I was about five or sixon Top Of

The Pops or something, When you just
hear something on such a bask level
it’s just purely what Is there - the
jingling bells, it kind of dances along.
) think therc’s a goofy video for itas
well. It makes me think of belngin my
parent’s llving room in Essex. My
birthday Is two days before
Christmas, 50 Iit’s always

a welrd period - there ls

atwo-day difference

and | still get one

present! I've never

hated Christmas

thoug |t'vanever

ufiderstooa that,

ik pe: “are

jst lying when

they say that.’

17 Imlmms LE TN TALK
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&y Liarm Fray, The Courteeners
“I dom’t think it’s what you'd call a Christmas
song in the traditignal, rocking around

the trea sense, hut it definitely reminds

me of the nights getting darker
in December, ) wouldn't really

to get the office Christmas party

after midnight on Christmas Eve,

stumbling through the crisp snow - whisky
hip flask in your hand and a tear in your
eye. If the lyrics “When | was told you fied
tome | hung my head in shame/When i was
toid you were cheating on me ! bit my lip in
pain” don't make your eyes well up with
tears this winter, then you've got no heart.
Merry Christmas!™

by John Famiglietti, HEALTH
“For as long as | can remembeyr,
the instrumental version of
‘Greensleeves’ or ‘What Child Is
This?” has been my favourite
Christmas song. It's one of the
first songs | ever heard that really
hit me emotionally, tugging at
those little heartstrings. And it
takes me back ta all the times
(was in church just dying to
hear it among all the other
i Christmas songs played
\ during December masses,
: especially midnight mass.
Yes, | was a Catholic altar
boy most of my youth..”

recammend sticking it on the sterea

gong. This would be the song te play
on your jPod as you walk home alone

PHOTOS: GETTY/REX
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My older brother is my biggest musleal
influence. He was always on the wrong
side of the law - when | heard NWA’s
‘Fuck Tha Police’ come from the steieo
inthe garage, t was changed. It vas the
first time 1 had ever heard a song that
wasn't ‘You Can't Touch This’, et alone

a song that was potitically charged. Caps
were my brother’'s enemy, and from that
day they became mine as well. it's only
fitting my brother would Introduce me to
my favourite Xmas jam as well, ‘Merry
Muthatudking Ciristmas’ by £azy-E.
Maybe it stuck with

me solong

decause | was

seven and | had

never heard 5 L’ﬂ

anyone curse
so much, hut

I believe it

was the last

hook where Mr
Esays “Merry
muthafucking
Christmas and have

2 fucked up new year.
You bifilittch™ that
got me.

OUD ITALIARS
by Laurent Brancowitz, Phoenic
“My favourite Christmas song 5
quite obscure, perhaps not marny
people have heard of it. !t 15 an old
song by a choir from the italian sige of
the Alps, who were founded by a group of
very clever glassical musicians. Soitis
basically a Christmas song sung by a group
from high up in the mountains, To me, what
Ilike about it is the feeling of hope and of
festive spirit, and a very profound sense of
beauty and joy.”
13_ BE HOME FOR CHRISTMAS
BING CROSET
by Christopher Owens, Girls
“it’s a song about a soldier at war who tells
his friends and family that he’ll be coming
haome for Christmas to visit them all, but
obviously he might not make it because he
might die, so at the end he sings “/'if be
home for Christmas, if only in my dreams”.
It's a very sentimental song. I've never
been a soldier obviously, but | can relate
to it In some way because I'm off on tour
alot and don't get to see my friends and
family. Christmas songs | think in general
are best when they avoid the whole
birth-of-fesus, angels-singing, three-fat-
kings-handing-out gifts sort of stuff.
There's a very warm, nice feel ng about
the Christmas holiday, and | think its best
when the songs just focus on that”

12
THERALL

by Andy Wake, The Phantom Band

“tt’s rare that [ like a Christmas song, but

I love this one, It's really funnyl Christmas
and good music are pretty much mutually

B 1 exclusive, with the odd exception like Lhis.

We were asked to record a Christmas song
last year, we were gonna dc a rhythm and
blues Nick Cave-esque version of "Silent
W ' but we didn't bother in the end. We
are doing a big Christmas show at The
Arches in Glasgow though. We want

to have a performance of a nativity
play before we go on, although there’s
still sorme discussion about tha, Either
way we're going to have some festive
yuletide logjamming going on.”

11 iy —
L SPECTOR
by Tom Fleming, Wild Beasts
“On the record he gets all his cast of
characters around and he regites what
Christmas means to him - it's on the end of
his Christmias album: it's quite something,
I've got a pkture disc with him dressed as
Father Christmas, which you have to see
- it's pretty incredible. He gives this
monologue about getting together
with his family and stuff... considering
what he went on to do, it's a ittle bit
sinister, but | think he meansit. It's
all the artists, like Bob B Soxx
& The Blue Jeans, singing
huge harmonies and there's
glockenspiels and sleigh bells - it's
brilliant. It actually makes me think
of those really old ‘50s Christmas films,
" ones that show a Christmas that - being
British and having been born in the '80s -
I've probably never experienced, but | feel
itke | have by proxy.”
10
CFF RCHARD
by Scott Hutchison, Frightened Rabbit
“My tavourite Christmas song is definitely
*Mistlatos And Wine', | could probably say
something cosler than that, but if you're
picking Christmas songs I think you've
got to go all-out and plump for someane
old and cheesy, like CIiff, ) should alsa say
that it’s also probably my teast-favourite
as well, but that's the beauty of the
Christmas song. It's just pure repetition,
When | was writing ours ('It's Christmas So
we'll Stop’), ) researched what Christmas
songs tended to do, and most of them don't
even have a chorus. They're aimost like
nursery rhymes; they just pummel this very
simple melody into you over and over
again. Christmas isn't really a time for
subtiety, | suppose.”

by Milo Cordell, The Big Pink

“Did Gary Glitter do one? If he did, I'd choose
a Gary Glitter one, if he didn't i'd say 't Saw
Mommy Kissing Santa Claus’, sung by The
Ronettes. It's one of the big ones, isn't it?

It’s a timeless song. Although, saying that,

| can't remember who wrote it originally
{Santa £d: it's Tommie Connor]. That's the
only one ['ve got on my laptop, all year
round. It’s from the Phil Spector album

*A Christmas Gift For You', whichis also
amazing, it comes with him sort of
introducing the album. (Plays Spector’s
spoken word intro) Can you hear that?! it's
him talking about haw special Christas is...
it’s really fucked up, It's no surprise that this
guy went on to kill someone!”

i
Find more magazines at Www.magazinesdownI‘(!
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by Marina Diamandis,

Marina & The Diamonds

"My absolute favourite Christmas tune in

the whole wide world is ‘Stop the

Cavalry’ by lona Lewie. It's totally

Joyaus, ndicuious and mischievous

- it makes me rump-a-pum-pum my

way round my house all December,
J've got very fond memories of it being

played when | was a Xid tog, on the morming

of Christmas Eve while | made the worst

Christmas decorations In the world for

our housa. Also, this sang doesn't get

played quite as much as the othersin

shops and on TV - it scores an instant

gold star for that.”

7[;[@_1 [HE RED-NOSHD RENDER |
AOHY RARRS
by Charlotte Gainster rg

“{Sings) That's what | hum in my head when

| walk around doing my shopping! Christmas
in the UK is so different to back home in
France. It's boring in France. We don't really
have Christmas songs other than carols.
Yeah, | know being French doesn’t excuse
me from choosing a Christmas song that
isn't this one..”

6

by Andrew Hung, Fuck Buttors

“anything with bells on it works well for me,
generally speaking, and | always guite like
playing this at a club or an a night st
somewhere around Christmas time, | really
like that sleighbeil sound you fird on a lot of
Christmas songs. There's something about
its over-sentimentality that just semehaw
manages to sound very genuine. That's
what Christmas is really all about anyway,
and that song manages to getit across.™

“1t works outside of belng a Christmas
5 +'4 Just a really good Phil Spector
record. | don’t knowr if | especially like
Christmas muslc, but even If that song
wasn't about Christrnas | would lke it. |
like that aslde from the girf wanting her
guy to come back home at Christmas
time, she doesn't sing about chestrurs

' or pine trees or Santa. When |wasa kid

9IE,E|H ) :luﬂ (ISSING SANTA CLAUS |
THERINETTES

t probably heard the U2 cover of it, and
t remember just thinking it was a really
good song, but then when | heard the
original, it was a lot better. Growing up,

boved noushke, burt no-ong in my family
ever listened to music in the house, and
t remember at Christmas my mum

woyld play music, 4

was the one time p
they would play

music the way /

twouldinmy |

normal life

- pvery day!

That wasone of

my favourite

t ‘ngd about it.”
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by Pep, The Chapman Family
“I heard this first as a kid, and when | got
a bit older and could appreciate it more
= | bought the seven-inch and got the
lyrics, which are totally bizarre.
There’s a line about jumping down in

a parachute, something about Oscar
Wilde, she sings abaut Bing Crosby
singing 'White Christmas' - apparently he
makes you feel “nice” which | always
thought was really simple and honesl - she
doesn't try and dress it up in any exditing
language. i've always thought there was
something essentially magical about Kate
Bush's music.”
3 | DO THEY KNOW IT'S CHRISTMAS? |
B AD
by Max McEltigott, Wolf Gang
“It reminds me of growing up i Scotland
and listening to it at home in my bedroom
before Christmas when | was really young.
Everyone’s in it - Eurythmics, Bowie, \
Frankie Goes To Hallywood, Phil Collins
[well, Eurythmics aren't on it, Paul YOung, .-y
sung the fines meant for Bowie, who !
apparenitly taped a smalf contribution A
which you can't hear, only Hoilty sohnson ™

MacColl and
MacGowan in
tull Flight

out of FGTH appeared, but yes, Phit is on
drums - Pedant £d], It's probably the fast
really good collaboration on that scale -
they've tried to recreate it 50 many times
and it's never been quite as good, The last
attempt was terrible, just terrible! it's an

amazing, epic collaboration, the likes of “ love ‘Fairytale Of New Yori’. it's an
which will never be done again. Saying that, amazing song - the twio voices are two
though, a cover's never been as good as the complete contrasts an it woeks so

original, but if someone asked me to take
part ina new version |'d probably say yes!
[You might want to have a word with Fucked
Up, Max, see page 26 - Santa £d).

2Ll

well. But I like a ot of Christwnas songs.
I love that one, ‘I'm dreaming of a white
christmas...! What's that one? Oh yeah,
‘White Christmas”.”

“All my family are Irish, and it was

ahways playing when | was a kid on
by Lucas Renney Christmas, and ] just like the banter
I wish Christmas really was the festival init. It reminds me of my family,

of gaodwill we read about in A Christmas
Caral - fam fies coming together, avld
differences being forgotten and

adrunken Irish family. Even though it
Is bawdy, | think it's become the dlassic
that it Is because peaple can relate ta it

insufferable old bastards finally seeing at Christmas when people are getting
the error of their ways and embracing lairy and drunk, especially husbands
their fellow humans in an explosion of and wives arguing. It's a great one to
philanthropic benevolence. Sadly, | know sing along to, aithough we definitely
it isn’t usually like that, and that's why wouldn't cover itt We'd need

) kve this song - Christmas is a time for accordions for a start.”

getting so hammered that you end up
picking fights with those closest to you
and nursing a black eye come Boxing
Day. S0 sing hosannas for the Ramones
- Jesus’ second favourite band - for
telling it like it is, Da bruddas - God bfess
‘em, every one!l”

“1 remember It beingon a lotin my
house when | was growing up becalse
it's an amazing tune. | wouldn't rule
The xxout of doing a Christmas song at
some point, and this song is a pretty

PUGUES featring KIRSTY MACC

M

good model of how to do it.
Never say nevesn..”

¢ [Plays the tin whistle on ‘Fairytale

of New York'J“About 12 years ago, me
and my wife were [n Saks Fifth Avenue
In Manhattan and it came on the PA in
the shop. It was about December 16
and It was just perfect - it just made me
realise why tis actuatly such a good
song. It's got a real power to it and

a kind of grandeur, definitely. it had

a very long and complicated genesls;
it was about two years in the making
almost, because it went threugh these
various permutations. if my memory
serves me right, Marcia - 3em [Finer,
Pogues banjo player] is Marcia's
hushand - suggested jem should write
a songabout a warring couple. Jem
wrote It and 1 think Marcia sald, ‘well,
actually, that’s not really very good’
and so he turmed the idea over to Shane
[MacGowan, Pogues singer] and over
the course of the next couple of years
he came up with different things with
the lyrics and him and Jem were
working on the musle. | think Shane
gave it the New York setting; we were

; was our bass player
¢ - but then Cait left
¢ tomarry Elvis
¢ Costello. We

- were stuck

watching Once Upon A Time in
America all the time, that was
almost ona loop on the bus, Parts
of the music area bitofa
steal from Ennlo Morricone’s
score. It was going tobe
a duet with Shane and
Cait O’Riordan who

for afemale

singer and

Steve

Lillywhite,

who was
producingit, .
took it home and got
his wife, Kirsty
Maccoll [to sing].

Of course she was
perfect: Kirsty
could sing
anythingand
improve it

. 100 per cent.

1am so proud
of this song.”

19/28 December a00g [l 41
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hink of Christmas singles and
you think of Wham! You don't
think of swearily named
Toronto progressive hardcore
punk bands with a reputation
for auto-destruction and Iyrics
about mind contral, fronted by

u shirtless 22-stone wrecking ball called
Pink Eyes. Until now.

Yes, Fucked Up have made & Christmas
charity single. And not just any
Christmas charity single either
~ they’ve gone straight for the jugular
and covered Band Aid's ‘Do They Know
It's Christmas? with a cast of fellow
reprobates ranging from Vempire
Weekend's Ezra Koenig to Andrew WK
to GZA from the Wu-Tang Clan. It
sounds as ridiculous and amazing as it
looks on paper.

The erackpot scheme became reality
earlier this year when Fucked Up upset
the odds and won the Polaris Prize
- Canads’s equivalent of the Mercury
—for their album ‘The Chemistry Of
Comman Life" Put on the spot about
what they’d do with the $20,000 prize
fund, they blurted out a halfformed idea
about making a benefit record for local
aborigina! women's groups.

“And what better song to cover than
the most iconic benefit record of all
time?” declares the irrepressible Pink
Eyes - now a dad and reverting to plain
old Damian, if that’s OK with you.

Anyway, gauntlet laid, Damian twirled
his Rolodex and phoned up every
high-profile band he'd met in the past
year— as well as plenty he hadn't
- employing his considerable natural
charm to reel in the kind of names that
would lend weight, kudos and musical
ability to the project. “] wanted it to
sound good -  wasn't going to call up
Fred Durst and be, like, ‘Hey, can you
drop a verse on thia?”

And so Damian spent the last two
months haring across North America
with his mobile recorder, getting
everyone to lay down their vocals in
tiume to have the song up oniTunes
before Christmas. Ezra Koenig was
always Damiar’s number one choice ta
sing the opening line, even though it
meant sneaking past MTV security to

§ record his vocsl at their studios (Fucked

%a.

Up are banned for life from MTV for
smashing up a bathroom during a live
session last year). Once word got
around, indie luminaries such as Yo La
Tenge, TV On The Radio’s Kyp Malone
and Hiisker Dii/Sugar legend Bob
Motuld were queuing up to get involved.

At one pomnt, they were even close to
nabbing a Jonas brother. “Ben {Coak,
guitarist] was an extra on a movie they
were domg, and Nick Jonas said he was
a fan of Fucked Up. We tried to get him
on the record, but there’s no way Disney
would have 1et him do it”

Other interested parties, including
Jarvis Cocker, MIA and the RZA sadly
couldn’t synchronise their schedules in
time. But Damiean did bag ancther

JRISTMAS TIM

o = g
m )

Heard the one about the punk band, their
celeb mates and an ’80s charity single? Sam
Richards meets Fucked Up to find out more

1cauld get in touch with her to call her
dad..”. So that’s a no, then? “Well, my
lawyer told me that it’s always better to
ask for forgiveness than permission. I'll
admit that doesn’t sound like the best
legal advice.. but we're hoping they
appreciate the homage and the fact it’s
for a good cause - and don’t sue us.”

It’s always been customary in punk
circles to knock the concept of Band Aid:
multi-millionaire rock stars appealing to
Joe Public to empty their pockets while
buzzing from yacht to stadium 1n their
personal helicopters. Damian still feels
the whole idea of aid to Africa is a bittoo
much like “cavalier colonialism”, but
he’s full of nothing but praise for Sir
Bob himself,, saying that “he dedicated

member of the Wu-Tang, in the form of years of his life to try and raise
their most verbose awareness and
rapper, GZA. bring about

“GZA wasn't 66 change”.
actually difficult to WE 'nlEn To Damian isn't about
track down because to put himself in the
we’re writing a track G ET A ON As same bracket, but
for his newrecord. he’s obvicusly
However, getting passionate about
him to focus on the Bnor En oN the charities who
song was a different ™ set to benefit
matter — out of 35 I“E nEconn from his version of
minutes of material, ‘Do They Know It's
we got one usable Christmas?’, These
line! He'd had a little F UCKED UP’S include Missing
too much to drink, PINK EYES Justice, who
and he kind of went campaign on
off on atangent. It behalf the unusually
was all a bit sombre high nurnber of
for a Christmas record, but maybe I'llbe  murdered and missing aboriginal

able to use it for something in future”

Were there any disputes about who got
to sing which part?

“Actually, Kevin Drew from Broken
Social Scene said he wanted to sing
Bono's part, but I already had David
Cross [aka Tobias from Arrested
Development] doing it SoI'was like,
‘OK, you do your version and we'll see
whose is better! And David Cross won!

1 don’t mean to doubt anyone else’s
talents but I'm gonna say right now
that David Cross has the best voice on
the record ®

Did they have to get the personal
blessing of Bok Geldof and Midge Ure to
record the song? “I've met Peaches
Geldof a few times and I thought maybe

./

women in Canada.

“The official number is 500 in the last
two decades, but most pecple believe it’s
probably closer te 3,000,” says Damian.
“If you were to take that number as
apercentage it would be the equivalent
of 12,000 to 50,000 white women
missing or murdered. It’s an epidernie. It
all boils down to a continuation of the
mistreatment of aberiginal people in
Canada. These charities are as
grassroots a8 you can get and we know
they're going to be able to put the money
to such great use right away. We want
the record to be as fun as possible, but
we're deadly serious about the cause.”

Darmian concedes that it’s a little weird
to be singing about feeding the world
while raising money Eor a purpose other

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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then famine relief, but he hopes
people will see past that to another
worthy cause.

“From a pop perspective, it's just such
a great song. It’s the ultimate beneht
record - "We Are The World’ pales by
comparison. We wanted to produce
something that people actually want to
buy in order to generate more money
that we can give to these people.”

For that reason, Fucked Up's version
isn'ta -style desecration, but
a heartfelt homage. “Actually, it gives
the original a bit of & run for its money!
[t's either going to be one of the great
success stories or one of the great
roci’n’roll scandals of all time.”

Due to the deadlines of vinyl pressing
plants, a physical release of ‘Do They
Know [t's Christmas? won't be available
until February, but it’ll corne with a new
Fucked Up song on the B-side so you
don't feel so awkward about buying
a Christmas single two months after the
event. Sadly, because the cast were
never in the same studio at the same
time, there's no cheesy crowd-around-
the mic video, “although we could mock
something up with claymation™.

Before today, you might not have had
Damian down as Mr Festive Fun, but he
reassures us that he's a sucker for tinsel
and chestnuts. “Oh, I love Christmas.
[love everything horrible and tacky
about Christmas. To me it’s all about
National Lampoon’s Christmas
Vacation and The California Raisins
wearing Santa hats.”

And so this year, he’s looking forward
to firing up his mum's new deluxe deep
fat fryer and treating the family to the
artery-busting delights of deep fried
turkey. “It's amazing. You've just got to
be careful to fully defrost the turkey
before dropping it into the oil, otherwise
it explodes and creates a giant fireball”

Doea Pink Eyes have a Christmas
message for NME readers? *I think I'l
stick with the words of the song and
say ‘Feed the world, let them know it's
Christmas time". And you don't
necessarily have to take that literally
—it can mean ‘enrich the world, make
it 5 better place””

We'll raise a glags of eggnog to
that. Merry Fucked Up Christmas,
everybody.

=
-
-

7

\



http://magazinesdownload.com/

THE VIEW FIIIIM TIIE STIIIIIO. o

We closed d on the spot and Inagined what
Caimlus an co's recording session might ave oeked ke

§i

Damian laying down his take
in the studio. And insat, the
new sleeve... if we just made
it up... which we just did

1) James {JT) Taylor

2) Bono 3) Ira Kaglin (Yo
La Tengo} 4) Boh Mould
5) Pink Eyes {Fucked Up)
&) George Michael

7} Kevin Drew (Broken
Sodal Scene) 8) Tegan
or Sara (er, yeah, they're
twins) 9) David Cross
10} Jady Watley 11) Andrew
WK 12) Ezra Koenig

0y - F 4 * - L
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ALEX TURNER'S &
 FAIRYTALE OF};
“NEW YORK &

Now a US resident, the singer tells
| Jude Rogers about Christmas in
Sheffield: pigs in blankets and that...

tis fitting, on this wintery

December day, that we join the

Arctic Monkeys in Pittsburgh,

Penneylvania, as the ground is

cloaked ir a crisp white froat.

After all, rumours about the band
have circled this year like snowflakes
falling from a darkening sky...

‘Arctic Monkeys are in danger of
losing touch with their roots, they go.
‘They’ll never be able to continue with
so much distance between them’. Let's
remember, the four young men who
started the decade e 14-year-old
Sheffield schoolboys ~ dreaming of
getting musical instruments for
Christmas and being in a band ~are
now characters in a very different
snowglobe. Only three of them - Matt
Helders, Jamie Cook and Nick
O’'Malley - now live on home soil,
while Alex Turner hae flown the nest,
following his Christmas angel, Alexa
Chung, to reside in Brooklyn.

Well, ladies and gentlemen, we're
happy to report that Alex Turner is
coming home. For Christmas at least...

“I do miss home,” sighs Alex on the
afterncon before the Monkeys’ gig in
Pittsburgh’s Mr Small’s Theatre. The
band have another week of touring
together before Alex gets onan
aeroplane. “I'm coming back._It's
Christmas, you know. You've got to see
Mam and Dad, old faces, old friends.”
He’s not a big “Chiristmas-head”,

":‘, though, he laughs, like the sarcastic

-
]
.

:

ghost of John Lennon, another singer
who left for New York for the love of a
striking woman. But there is a note of
longing in his voice for the things that
he misses “It's not about Marmite and
Jaffa Cakes - it's more about peaple.
The things that they say, the way that
they speak®

That’s not to say he isn’t enamoured
with New York . He moved here in
March, when the band were recording
parts of ‘Humbug' in the city. He loves
everything about it - its buildings, its
weather, “the voyage, the big,
steaming grates on the roads, just
walking through them, whoosh”. He

loves seeking out bars that no-one will
go to, sneaking into gigs that no-one
will expect hirm to (he'll admit to
enjoying Girls recently at the

Bowery Ballroom). He also likes
Broaldyn bands like the Dirty
Projectors - “they’re very interesting
indeed” - but he hasn't been out ‘on the
scene’. “No collaborstions planned yet,
no. I'm still lurking in the corners.”

But what does this mean for the
future of the Arctic Monkeys? Matt
Helders isn't worried. “We’re not
really affected. We see each other all
the time on tour and when we record.
We're with our girlfriends at home
rather than each other as well” He’s
looking forward to Christmas with his
mam - “some nibbles, Bucks Fizz and
Nat King Cole, oh yes” - and hopes
that 1f Alex decides to come back,
they’ll have a good catch-up.

Alex agrees. “Tt's nothing terrible, me
being away, it’s just people get older,
they start to have different lives.”

But don't you worry that the gulf will
keep on widening?

He laughs. “I know what you're
saying. And I'm not going to break
up the band, no.”

Instead, New Yorl’s glittering lights
give him new things to look at, to think
about, to write about perhaps, just as
Sheffield still does, always has, always
will - and he will keep coming back to
it, he says, as ofter: as be can. And if
things work out, and he does indeed
come home for Christmas, he hopes he
can get back to see Richard Hawley’s
festive gig in the Crucible, to have pigs
in blankets for dinner with his mam,
hoping she’ll let him wake up late He
also hopes the Monkeys will have what
he calls their “office Christmas do”

- & few drinks, a bit of banter, just like
the good old days - “and a hangover,
obviecusly. You've got to have that”

It seems you can take the man out of
Yorkshire, but not Yorkshire out of the
man. Let's toast Arctic Monkeys
getting together to drink to their
decade - tip & nice pint of mild towards
whatever their future might hold.

o
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WHO SAYS POP STARS ARENT WISE?
© “1 don't trust cats. ] wouldn’t send
a cat to the shops with my money.”

Jackie McKeown, 1990s

€ “1 really hate east London. DJs and
designers are like the devil tome”

Graham Coxon

@ “The Script make the kind of music
that Jamie Oliver would have on in
the background when he was making
apizza”

Yan Wilkinson, British Sea Power

) “The Flight Of The Conchords DVD
wouldn’t be a bad gift for anybody!
Maybe, like, a deaf and blind person. If
you do know someone who is deaf and
blind then you should, perhaps, be more

=

<

¢ “The bus stop opposite
the studio was called
| Roclowell. And each day we
did rock well!”

¢ “I'm sure when Morrissey
finds that he’s getting an
endorsement from the
Conservative Party he will

;"_“i‘i"e ;;ﬂ;}'rm g;fl“; - think, ‘Heaven Knows I'm
.nr:: ré'gn ch?:rdg’n;chfalr Miserable Now’ but 'm a

big fan. Sorry about that.”
SELF-AWARENESS
€ “Theukiimate
dream for & lot of ©) “The suit Lhad kept fraying
people would be if in the crotch areas becaunse
one of us hanged kick around and jump up and
ourselves.” down onstage.”
Harry McVeigh, Pard Smith, Maximo Park
White Lies

* © ‘I made myself stop

© “I'mbored of wearing headbands
Bonoand lamhim - ayearago.”
I'msick of me¥ — = Andrew VanWyngarden,
Er, Bono MGMT
NATTY THREADS AND THAT
© You know them shoes thar fust @ “The fans would rip off my
come at you like a fucking snooker granny blouse - it was something sort
cue? It’s like, Leave it out, man! You of English and sexual and slightly
got a licence for them bastards orwhat?”  comical. It was good fun.”
Liam Gallagher, Brett Anderson, Suede
CEO of Pretty Green

) “We don't work in offices, and we
don’t want to moan about how terrible it
isto be a rock star. What else 1s
universal? Sex and schizophrenia!”

Alan Donchoe, The Rakes (RIF)

@) “I'm assertively feminine. | have
working lady parts, so why shouldn't
I be allowed to sing sbout them?”
Amonda Blank

© “1 dor't know what Bonnie does
when I'm busy. He might be getting in
people’s knickers.”
Will Oldham, a confused man

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.co

0 “There is no vision to Pixies. ['s.,
all. pure.. fucking... semen! It’s just
all pure.,, fuckl”

Black Franeis, Pixies

© “1asked my cousin what poppers did,
and she said your sperm goes green and
your hair falls out. T was terrified”

Patrick Wolf

AND THAT

© “Kurt Cobain gave me some
cocaine just before he died.  owe
him two grama.”

Steve Diggle, Buzzcocks

© “There were these two girls
outside our van at Coachella
tripping on acid, pouring paint
inte their eyes and erying”
Luke Steele, Empire

Of The Sun

©) “Ttook acid at Glasto when
1was 20 and everything turned
into arange peel. Iwoke up in

a makeshift brvouac.”

Carl BarGt

© “1spent my 16th birthday highasa
kite jumping out of a tree topless in my
local park just because it felt amazing

© “1 don’t give a shit if the album goses
out and no-one likes it, When it’s mixed
and mastered Gallows will play it inthe
car and we'll fucking loveit”

hitting the ground.” Frank Carter, Gallows
Florence Welch

© “Instead of a Martini, shaken not

stirved, I'Il have a big far spliff DAVID Vs GOLIATH

thank you very much.” » © “I think Brandon Flowers

Sean Paul "i B Mozt vealkeding:
] of Primark and boughta
Caslo synthesizer.”

ROCKNROLL THINGS Patrick Wolf

THAT ARBN'T COVERED © “The Beatles are crap,

BY SEX OR DRUGS they're abunch of

© “1 drive around s pussies. If Macea

the desertona phoned fora

dirt bike with a colleboration, he

gun. That’s could fuckoff.”

my poliics.” Robbie Furze,

Jesse Hughes, The Big Pink

Eagles Of Death

Metal © ‘Everyone keeps
going on ebout Uz being

€©) “If people are the biggest band in the

offended by us, world, but T haven’t met

well, they should a single person who

get the fuck off the bus, | likes them”

man, thisisa Rose Elinor

rock’n’roll tour” Dougall, the hot

Donald Curnming, ‘ one who used to be

The Virgins in The Pipettes
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€ “Kate Moss has lost her lipstick,
it's a fucking disaster.”

Dizzee Rascal

) “I think Oaais made so much
money out of their first few albums
that they made an army of chav
androids that they program to go to
their gigs - that’s why they're atill
selling out Wembley. That can be the
only reason why, ‘cos, let’s face it,
they’re shit!”

Robert Lee, Pulled Apart

By Horses

© “I've never liked Paul Weller. 1 only
said it so we could get a three-page
interview in NME"

Preston. Cleverer than he looks

© “Tcant stand Bob Dylan 1f1wanted
to listen to the scund of a cat getting
strangled and dragged backwards
through a hedge then I'd buy a cat,
strangle it, and drag it backwards
through a hedge”

Paul Carlin, Dananananaykroyd
@) Kaiser Chiefs? It's like watching
bankers play songs onstage!”

Eddie Argos, Art Brut

I7’S A HARD LIFE

©) “1 could earn more working in
Greggs and P'd get free egg salad
sandwiches there.”

Falco, Future Of The Left
© “We get some weird requests from

fans. One guy got us to sign his asshole.

But [ didn't look”
Corey Taylor, Slipknot

MENTAL AS ANYTHING

@ 'Apparently I was singing 'Under The
Sea’ from The Little Mermaid at Jame
Klaxon's mum and throwing salmon.”

Patrick Wolf

€ "There wag a petidon to stop us
playing Coachella They can fuck off!”

Brandon Flowers, The Killers
€ 1 can't keep on living like this, it's

doing my head In.”
Lily Allen. It’s a hard life @ ‘T'm scared of cranes. Imagine if you
! were sitting on the end of one and it

© “Trangup Mohamed Al Fayed el started moving and you're hanging by
and asked if I could borrow his your hands from the end... makes my
helicopter. We were in Glastonbury . testicles shrivel ®

about 20 minutes later” Svein Berge, Royksopp

Lily Allen. It’sahard life x 2
O “Steak pillows — sleep on it, then take
a bite out of it ”

Nick Littlemore, Empire Of The Sun
© “Sometimes ! think, ‘Why do I like
Neil Young? Is it because he's really good

aris it because Amenca won the Second
World War?™

' Gruff Rhys, Super Furry Animals
© “I'm breaking into GMTV. llbe the

guy with the ‘Flashback’ T-shirt, setting
fire ta Ben Shephard’s tie and hair”

Calvin Harris

© “A monkey roared at me. It had a baby
with jt - it thought T was

the kind of quy who
would steal ababy.”
Orlando Weeks,
The Maccabees

© “Tknow fora fact
Diana Vickers always
wanted a shit before
the X Factor shows®

Alexandra Burke

“You*ve still got your

hair in a bag, Tom? I'll
fucking buy that off youl™
Serge Pizzorno, Kasabian

t “Someone brought in
a dead deer while I was out.
They got in and left it in the
house. That was terrifying.
T'd been in for a couple of
days and then I found this
rotting, headless carcass in
one of the far rooms.”
SORRY, REALLY SORRY.
WE WERE ON DEADLINE

© “Twisted Wheel is an explosion of
underwhelmingness, a kaleidoscope of
grey, a fiesta of sag”™

Gavin Haynes on Twisted Wheel
(From NME, April 11)

© “This craves the attentions of the
MOR indie mainstream in s way so
steeped in bathos that the over-produced
sheen of the car-ad soundtracking title
track shines less like superstar diamonds
and more like sun off a bald man’e head.”
Alex Hoban on Noisettes

(from NME, Apri! 25)

1 “I thought the IRA had
tearned up with the police
and they were all trying to
get me and the cats.”

i?“Someone had an
inflatable cock and Liam
[Gallagher] said, ‘I didn'’t
know Pete Doherty was
coming to the gig’ And he
called me a burglar. Mind
you, so did the magistrate.”

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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something We'd Like i

From The Future More Than
Look, Shut The

Heverboards Award
Fuck tip And Just Da Your Vocal Take

Chesney Hawkes Is Really
Hungry Right Now

Take How Much We'd Like
A Hoverboard, Invert It, Then Add
Nuciear Apocalypse To The Equation
Award

CONPIUEDR REBECCA ROMINSDN PHOTOS: TOM CRAEY/ V1M COCHRAME/GETTY/DEAM CHAMKLEY/ANDY FALLOR
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KASABIAV

Words Mai}i Beaumont
A

Stuck for gift ideas
this Christmas?
Let the discerning
tastes of Tom
Meighan and
Serge Pizzorno

be your inspiration
as they choose the
perfect presents
for the stars...

isaster! It's Christmas
Eve, the shops shut in
10 minutes, you're due
at a party where Lady
Gaga, Peter Andre,
Barack Obama, Nocel
Gallagher, Jay-Z and Usain Bok are
expecting their‘main’ presents and
you're gonna look a right divot if you
Jjust give them all the same petrol station
charconal brickette barbecuc sets you
got them last year. Panic! What do
you get for the people who have
everything? And Peter Andre?

Hooray for the buying skills of
Kasabian! Here, Tom Meighan and
Sergio Pizzorno, ‘West Ryder Pauper
Lunatic Asyluma most secret Santas,
suggest a hot air balloon, a ‘classic’
dildo, some Nike Air Jordans, & couple
of sandbags, a stuffed stoat and an
octopus in ajar. But who gets what?
Let’s delve into rock’s sordid Santa
sack and find out, shall we?

USAIN BOLT
SCME SANDBAGS

Tomi: “Then it gives
everyone else a chance
to win. Just tie thern to him to give
everyone else a bit of a chance.
A couple of sandbags would be nice for
him. He'd love it.”
Serge: “He'd be very confused when he
got it. “Two bags of sand? Cheers, mate!™

23 LADY GAGA

ADILDO
% MF Serge:“She's probably got

plenty already”

Tom: “Just & plam one. A classic dildo.”

Serge: “The original one. One of those

ones from the '20s.”

Tom: “Or get her one of those ones

that lock like a hair brush, just the

white moulding, like pencils, like

fingers. She deserves one.”

. DIZZEE RASCAL
ASHERBETDIP

Tom: “You know that stuff

you used to get - packets
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with the lo]lipcp in.Ithink he'd like it,
helooks like a colourful, sweet guy.
He's full of colour and he’s quite vibey.”
Sarge: “You could see him eating
alollipop, like Kojak”

Tom: “T could see him dipping in one of
them going, ‘Come and dance wiv me’”

PETER ANDRE
SOMETAXIRERNY
Serge: “He's a monster
that boy, inee?”
Tom: “I think I'd get him a raccoon
or sommat. A bird or sommat.”
Serge: “A bird or a stoat. I think he'd
buzz off it, carry it around.”
Tom: “Or a fox. He'd make friends with
it. For Jordan 'd get her a clamp and put
it to her mouth. Clamp her mouth. I'd
by her a nice big clamp and put it on
wheels, put her head in and stop her
from talking.”
Serge: “Stocks.”
Tom: “There’s some kind of ploy
behind it, isn’t there?”
Serge: “Fucking vegetables”

DAVID

ASWORD

Serge: “Take your
own head, mate.”
Tom: “Get him a movie prop sword
from something like Broveheart and
say, ‘Here you are mate, play with it
if you want’. Like The Sword In The
Stone, he pulls it out and he’s the lord.
F'd get him a sword ”

BARACK OBAMA

“1 think he'd look cool tn Nike
Alr Jardana. Tha old ones, tha black
onga with the alr babble. An eriginad
paly of Nike Alr Jordans from 1989,
[ can see him in o pair af baggy
Jeans, coming out of Camp David
with tham ca.™

“Not oo baggy, jast thoes

stooe-wikdbed onee”

“1 think ha needs Nike Air
Joedans, mute. You'd get a dot mors
regpect for wearing Nika, mate”

NICK GRIFFIN
AGNE-WRY TIEHEY

TO RICKING SATWEN
Tom: “That’s perfect for
him. Or a ticket to Mars, anywhere
that’s available.”

Sarge: “Saturn’s a horrible place,

s0 it's perfect. I've got faith in the
good, though”

Tam: “I ain’t seen any BNP action
around Leicester, not round our way,
not at all. Not even in the Midlands
mate, you're looking more out of the
Midlands to Stoke or Burnley.”

SIMON COWELL
ATHINLIZZY MBI
Serge: “Idunncif he'’s ever
heard it but I imagine
he'd like ‘Whiskey In The Jar’. But
then the X Factor winner would sing
it, that'd be the worst. Maybe we
shouldn't buy him that.”
Tom: “Get him some clippers for
his hair, take away that hedge he’s
got on his head”

PARANTE
ARANTINO
g“%mnmmm

Serge: “He's abit of a buff so he's
probably seen a lot of {Shane] Meadows’
films but I'd like to know what he made
of the Midlands attitude and the accent.
#’a well ximilar to our sense of humour
~it’s Nottingham but it’s like Leicester.
So I'd get him that and see what he
makes of it. I think it’s fantastic. Shane
Meadows has thiz idea of getting more
directors to do these five-day hlms,
getting rid of the bullghit and having a
small crew and alittle idea and making
a film. I met him briefly a long while ago
when he did This Is England. I'd get
Tarantino that to see what he thought of
people from the Midlands. It’s a good
portrayal of the Midlands, spot on.”
Tom: “It’s like Dead Man Walking, it’s

well near to us, touches onto us big time.”

NIGEL

Tom: “To say, “Well done, mate, you've
done an amazing job’. A box of
Thorntons teo. Get him a waxwork of
Gary Lineker. We could get into the
play-offs if we push it”

PHL SPECTOR
ATRUCH 87 ST EOSET
Serge: “He's
onna be in
ucking jail

a long while. It’s
massive, man, it's

big. He's got time

on his hands’”
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LILY ALLEN
ANICE UMBRELLA

L
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expensive one.

~
CADCLISL

GALLAGHER
RACABRAGE FATCHDOLL,
CASTLE GREYSNWLL BEATLES
WIGANED A BOT AR BALLOON
Tom: “I just think he’d love a Cabbage
=N Patch dellin his house. My bird’s got one
3 but I don't really kmow a lot about
. - them. [ think Noel would love it.
- No, I'd get him a Castle
‘ / Greyskull and Masters Of
), ‘The Universe higures. He
"\ wasaround inthe’8os
 -actually he’s probably
: "\ abit too old for that.
) \ Maybe a Beatles wig,
‘/ / | one from the’60s.”
" Serge: “A hot air
bailoon. Him in
\ ahot air balloon
‘ like Phileas Fogg.”
Tom: “T'd get Liam
a pair of tiger pants
with tiger skin on. I think he’s into It,
he loves that shit. He's got loafers
that are like that, so I'd get him
some tiger socks and tiger panta.”

BRUNO

A JOKE BOOK

Sergs: “T've not seen it so
that’s a bit harsh but Borat
was a good way of leaving it. It almost
seemed perfect, so doing it again in g
different costumes...”

JAY-Z,

AROCTOPUS A JAR
Sarge: “Those ones you get
to do experiments on and
that, I'd imagine him buzzing off that.
They look amazing, in those big old
tubs in formaldehyde. He wouldn't

be expecting that, The man’s got

everything but I bet he ain't got SPEECH
an octopusinajar.” DEBELLE
ALMRUAPRONE
PETER JONES Serge: “To learn Spanish,
DRAGONS' DEN They’re quite nice, learn Spanish in five
AREALDRAGEN weeks. That's quite a nice present. 'm
Tom: “Get him an iguana not sure she’d necessarily want it, but on
mate, he'd love it. I'd like an iguana tour it's an easy way to 4
myself. I'd probably call it Iggy, the most - learn a language, She g

obvious one. But what s the point, get canrapin
him a kimono dragon (He means Spamish.”
komodo dragon - Reptilian Ed). Make

him frightened a bit*

Serge: "Lock him in a room with one
of thern. Go ‘here’s your present’ then
shut the door and leck it. ‘Open it

when I'm gone’”

THE JACKSON
CHITPEEN

Yo
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It’s Judgement Day. There’s no sign of God or Arnold Schwarzenegger in
End Of Days. Just NME’s specially-herded gaggle of celebrities, here to cast
their opinions on the biggest songs of 2009 just for you

‘Words: Rich Pelley

AKA Kwasi Danquah (to his mum)
Bl0: Pocket-sized Prince Of Grime,
still lives with his mum, innit!
ASSOCIATES: Chipraunk,

Mz Brati. Dappy
m 10 PLUG: His special level on LittleBigPlanet
on PlayStation Port«ble, cut now, and new
single ‘Give It All U Got', ont January
MOST LIKELY TO SAY: "Stay strong, no time to feel
weak, wale up, it's time to lock deep”

ANA: Jay Cartwright
Bl0: The best bit about The
Inhetweeners. Next set to staras the
young De. Boy in Sex, Drugs &
Rock’n’Chips, the prequel to Only
Fools And Horses,
ASSOCIATES: will McKenzie, Simon Caoper,
Neil Sutherland, Neil’s gay dad
HERE 10 PLUG: The Interweeners series 1& 2
hoxe~r, out now, and hia band, Londan Waiting,
currently in retirement

MOST LIKELY TO SAY: " Buswankers!”

50 WF 19/26 December z00g

KATIE PRICE
AKA: Jordan
» B10: Mudel, author, equestrian,
philanthropist, bug-eater
) ASSOCIATES: Peter Andre, Dwight
Yorke, Alex Reld, baby Harvey
HERE T0 PLUG: New self-help book Standing Out,
Katie's quide to “looking geod, living life and
being happy”
HOST LIKELY 10 SAY: “1'm: & celebrity. Get me sut
of here!”

SHALN WHIGHT-PHILL

AKA: The pint-sized wing wizard

BI0: England and Manchester City

right winger (:n a football way, not

a BNP way), and Arsenal legend [an

Wright'’s little boy. About 75 per cent
hopeful of being at the next World Cup
ASSOCIATES: John Terry, Wayne Rocney
HERE 10 PLUG: The Education For The Children
Foundation, which helps some of the poorest
children in Cenrral America off the streets and
into the classroom, Sae www.efte.org.uk

HOST LIKRY T0 SAY: “Time to retire, Becks'

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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Katie: “! love Florence
and Ilove this!”
Tinchy: “There's feeling
[l to her voice, man. It's
coming from the heart”
Shaun: “Thisisareally hard song
for someona to cover. It doesn’t
sound as lively as the original, but
she’s done really well on it. Twould
buy her album on the strength
of this”
James: “1 love this cover, but I st
have a problem with all the
synthesizers. For me, Ui last Lrue
rockn'roll bands are The Cribs and
The View. Everything else has tried
to have some sort of gimmick that
the Shoreditch trendies will 'eve. [
was in a band called London Waiting.
It was great fun. We played a gig in
Shoreditch and because we weren’t
wearing big thick glasses even
though we don't need them and
jack-ups with brown shoes, we didn't
get ou too well, I've gol a huge
problem with them people. They re
#  soproudthey bought a pair of
second-hand Lrousers even though
they still paid £90 for them!”

" 1 THELOVE
b

RN THS
— -1 FEATUR f B AR
3ov | James: “Ah, yeah, see that
= bird’s on it, innit?
ss | What’shername?”
L = Shaun:*“Ilike a lot of
Jay-Z stuff and I like a lot of
Rihanna, but I just dor't like this,
It’s just not me.”
Jamas: “She’s a bit of a problem in
my life. I don't like people who just
bring out songs for the sake of
it. A song is a piece
of art. It
should be

nurtured.”

Tinchy: “I love it! You've got Rihanna,
Kanye West and Jay-Z ot one track, but
na-one is on there just for their name.
Everyone holds their weight ”

Katie: “T love the music, I love Rihanna.
This 15 one of my favourite wracks of

the year.”

THE FEAR” _ [ILY ALLFN

o Katie: “I reaily like Lily Allen.
- Her style is unigue. She gets
a hard time in the press, but
,-J the only thingyou've got te
remember about the newspapers is the
name, Lhe date and how much they cost.
They write so much shit”

James: “The problem 1 have with Lily
Allen is that she seems to completely
contradiet her songs. She wants tobe
this working ¢lass hero, when really she’s
just Keith Allen’s daughter.”

“‘| LIKE THE SONG
BUT NOT THE
IFF. LA ROUX
COME TO
MYB
WITH ME”

Tinchy Stryder

Shaun: “I think she’s talented. She's
entitled to enjoy her life the way she
pleases. | haven’t got & problem with her.
She’s viorked hard "

Tinchy: “I"ve done a caver of this for
Radio 1, innit, Live Lounge. I added a
couple of verses and done my own thing
about fear. [ like this song, man. I've met
her and she’s so coal. We was using the
same slang - it was a bit weird.”

XISS OF LIFE'_ HIEROIY FIRES

Tinchy: *1 like Friendly

Fires, man. They're my mates!
1 was on tour with them with
Jack Penate. They re proper
imo grime. That was, like, not what

I expected.”

Katle: “Sorry, I don't like this one. Tt just
doesn’t do anything for me.”

James; “It's a nice enough song. But I
¢an't see anyone asking for ‘Kiss Of Life’
by Friendly Fires in 10 years’ time”
Shaun: “I dur’t thin it's forgettable.
Sometimes you have *o be 1n the mood
to listen to certain music. Thia has a nice
beat and it's dead catchy. It’s cacl.”
Tinchy: “Thay’re cool guys, man.”

‘IN FOR THE KILL — LA ROL

James: "Like | said, there was
atiny window a few years age
where music was getting

B good with bands like The
Libertines and The Cribs, Then Klaxons
arrived with their synthesizers and

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

ruined everything. Now we've
ended up back in the '80s where
everyone looked like idiots and
the mugic they were listening to
was fucking stupid”

Shaun; “T reckon when the
generation changes, the music
changes. It's just someth:ng you deal
with. I like this one. T've got it on my
iPod. It’s dead bubbly. It gets your
head rocking!”

Katie: “Ilove it! Her voice reminds me
of Eurythmics.”

James: “There’s nothing nice about
La Roux’s vaice, there’s nothing nice
abour the way she looks and her songs
are awhul!”

Tinchy: “First time | heard this song
Iliked it. Not sure about her quiif
theugh. I think she should come to my
barbers with me!”

‘SWEET DISPOSITION” — THE TEMPEH THAP

Tinchy: “I've never heard
this befare.”

Shaun: “Nor kavel [can't
seem to get intoiL.”

Katie: “] haven't heard this before
either, but I like it. It's catchy and
celming.”

James: “I*'s quite an advert-y song, ien’t
it? It’s nice enough.”

‘BOYS AND 6IRLS  TIE LOTT

Shaun: “Obvicusly, we havea
lot of different cultures
A in the dressing
room, so
Thear alot of music. A
lot of people like R&B,
but this song comes up
a bit too. I like it”
Tinchy: “T like this tune.
It’s very different from P
ker first song, She's
adapted well, man. It
sounds natural. It
makes you [eel
good.”

Katie: “Love it!*
James: “Pixje Lott
grew up local to
me in Dagenham
and she seems to
be an actual pop
star where they
can aing and
they've got some
sorLof charisma,
So Pixie is all right
by me”

OMEN — THE PRODIGY
" 3l Shaun: “I
remember
‘Tirestarter’

. Thisis a hit
hardeore for me, but if
I’m out with the boys I'd
have alaugh and a dance
with them.”

'(.
A
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Katie: “1like The Prodigy.
They re pretty wild, This
is great music to put on
m the car and turn up
reslly loud,”
Tinchy: “This tune’s sick.
This tune’s deep. | heard them
doing it live at Radio 1's Big
Weekend. I love thig beat"
James: “The Prodigy area huge
band, but I think I'm too young, so
their stuff is sort of wasted on me
abit. I can imagine people who are
35 would enjoy this.”

I‘HOLIDAY - DITZEE RASCAI 7T CAIVIN HARRIS
1S James: "There's
F‘_;i something really
-‘; ! infactious about Dizzee
1 Rascal. He'’s got a British
charm, uniike the American
rappers who come over and chuck
datlar bills at you.”
Shaun: “I think he’s doing well.
He started really well, but faded
abit when he
was trying e
to break the
States. Now
he's back
witha

hounce.
Iliked him

w’,

&
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New lifestyle brand www.urbanz.co.uk
has joined forces with NME to offer
new subscribers a FREE pair of Block
DJ Headphones worth £49.99.

Shown here in white, these headphones offer a

pure sound experience and are ideal for all forms
of digital audio device. These self-adjusting and
foldable headphones come with two pairs of
leather ear pads, a detachable curly cable, a 3.5mm
jack plug, a 6.3mm adaptor and are available in
blue/black, grey/black and khaki/brown. Colour
your world and beat the rush, subscribe

to NME today, see bottom of the page!
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Visit www.urbanz.co.ulk/nme for a discount on

all Urbanz produets - PLUS yowll have the chance

to win an iPod Touch - no purchase necessary.

4

Hurry gifts are limited 1o the first 50 new subscribers and offer closes 20/01/10. Pay the low rate of just £19.99 every 3 months by Direct Debit saving 50% on the full price of £20.30.
Fr 0 vear pay just £84.99 in a single payment by credit/debit card saving 27%. For full terms & conditions call 0845 123 1231. Headphane colour may vary from the one illustrated
All rademarks and logcs are property of their respective owners. For enquiries or overseas rates call +44 (0)B45 123 1231 or email ipcsubs@quadrantsubs.cam
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when he was just grime. It's great
to see how far he’s come.”
James: “But this iz just fun to
listen to. Is the argument that
he's sold out?”

Tinchy: “Tthink Dizzee isin
a different mindset from
his ‘Boy In Da Corner’
days. He's only gone
mainstream by

making the kind of
music he wants to.”
Katie: “I really love this! This is
definirely my type of misic. Good old
Dizzee! He's doing so well these days.
This song reminds me of my fab
holiday in Tbiza!”

[STELLIFY — ANGPORE |

Tinchy: “This s too
bl chilled out. It's got

rhythm, but it's not
getting me.”

Katle: *It takes farever ro get going!”

Shaun: "Doesn't it change? This is

starting to bore me!”

Jarnes: “lan Brown is a massive hero

of mine. I'wnlked past himn on Oxford

Street and I thought. ‘Shit. Is this the

day I didn't say anything to Ian

Brown?', by which time he'd got

halfway down the street. So | just

tumed around and went, ‘lan,

you're my hero'” He gave me

athumbs up!Tusedtogo

through my dad’s record

collection and I'd be like, “The Best

Of The Stone Roses’, alright, I'll put

that on', and my life would change

“I'D PUT IAN

James Buckley

alittle bit. As a solo act, 'd put Jan
Brown in the sama bracket as Kate
Bush. There's no-one who can do
what he can do. He is a true artist. Jan
Brown and The Stone Roses are a
huge part of my life.”

= Katie: “The tune is catchy
and fun, but I'm really not
sure about Jamie T’s

! voice. F'm not sure about
his rapping.”

James: “This is alimost not rap
though. Jamie T has managed to find
his own sound. ‘If You've Got The
Money’ was a big song. This is teo,”
Shaun: “This reminds me of The

Streets. [ was really taken with The

Streets when [ first heard

them. I just loved the flow and
the beats, I think Jamie T could grow
onme.”
Tinchy: “I listen to a lot of rap. 1 listen to
different things, ‘cos obviously that’s
what I do. What ['m listening out for
T ain't getting.”

HRE _ {ASABIAN

Jamas: ‘So, Kasabian are now
P the biggest British band
] about by default. Iloved the
Rret album. There were some
mega songs on the second albur, like
‘Empire’ and *‘Shoot The Runner””
Tinchy: “Ilike this. It's got & good Little
beat to ir.”
Shaun: “I eould listen to this if I was
driving, but it's not something I'd put on
at home. I've heard their classic stuff but
I'm not a massive Kasabian fan. I think
they're very talented at what they do, but
this one’s not really grahbing me.”
Katie: “Don’t like it Sorry! it sounds like
the sort of music my brother would
listen to.”
James: “Underdog’ is the best song of
this year but Fure'1s brilliant as well”

HORSES SHSANWWNE |
| Tinchy: “Her volce is cold,
man, But this song ain’t
connecting to me. It’s so
calm, maybe there’s too much
emotion going on.”

Katie: “I'm not quite sure about this. I'll
have to agk Simon Cowell! Ha ha'”
James: “She’s got a nice encugh voice.

< &)
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Susan Boyle hasn't really entered my
consciousness encugh. Lovely song to
cover, she’s done it her own way, 1 guess,

_ Youcan't knock her.”

Shaun- *1 have to give it to her, where
she's come from and what she'’s
M\ gone through, she

B deserves allthe

Brts  credit. She's
- a great eye-
opener. It

doesn't matter how old you are or what
sethacks you've had. There's always
ancther way and ancther chance.”

NUMBER 1'_ TINCHY STRYDER FEAT N-DUB
Tinchy: "I've known Dappy
for years. We wanted todo
something together but we
never had time. Then we
became successful and management
were like, ‘Maybe you should do a track
togerher’. He came inta the studio, we
bounced ideas around, did the track and
we got a Number One."

James: "T've met N-Dubz Dappy's
alovely chap. He's got that urban
hip-hop-style vibe, but he was nice
enough to have & pieture with my sister.
Now that I've said that, let’s talk ebout
theart..”

Shaun- "1 think this talks to a lot of kids,
but I listen to it as well. It's the
same thing about Dizzee.
I'm happy for all the UK
artists.”

James: “Yenh, hut there's
a certain group of people,
mainly 13-year-old girls,
who will like this music
just ‘cos of the lyrical
content, Sangs

7 pE
Ch¥a  Ma

" T
A JU K

that go, T was on Facebook the other
day’ don't really strike a chord with
me. ['n not like, ‘Yeah, right on!

I wae also on Facebook the ather
day too!” But they've definitely got
a market and there’s a place for
Tinchy Stryder and N-Dubz.”
Katie: “T like it"”

‘SER WITHIN A SEA” — THE HOBRORS
' Katie: “Next! This is boring!”
James: “Idon’t think I've
ever heard The Horrors.
Tjust know what they look
like! You've got to have a good look if
you’re in a rock band. But you've got to
back it up with the music. 'm not a fan,
I'm afraid®
Tinchy: “I ain’t heard their stuff before
either. This ain’t my thing. It sounds
weird, man. I can’t follow it. I don't
know where it’s leading me to. It sounds
like it’s recorded in their bedroom.”
Shaun: “Maybe to some people it might
be boring, but it might
talk to other people.
I don’t think it’s
that bad. It takes
a bit long to get
started but once
the vocala
heve kicked
in, I think it's
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Part 4

Simon Biffy, MGMT and Karen O make the leftover turkey sandwiches. Nom, nom, noth..

Simon Neil Biity Clyro

What are your plans for Christmas,
Simon?

“Originally it was going to be Christmas
Down Under, but unfortunately it’s
now going to be a Christmas getting
an operation atthe doctors. It's not
going to be a lot of fun. Me and
James [Johnston, bassist], bizarrely,
have both got wee operations that we have
to get. Nothing sexual by the way. It's a bit
annoying, because it would have been nice
to be on the beach during Christmas.”

Are you actually going to be in hospital an
Christmas Day?

“No, thank goodness! Christras Day will
just be me and my wife in the house in Ayr;
we'll be having a quiet one with family. I
fucking love Christmas. ] normally love
the run-up more than anything else.
National Lampoon’s Christrmas Vacation
18 my all time favourite Christmas movie

Karen O & Nick

Hey you two, you're the last Q&A
in KME's 2009 Christmas issue!
To celebrate, tell us, would you
ever eat reindeer? They look
rather yummy...

Karen O: “It depends, I I didn't know it
was reindeer [ was putting in my mouth

T would probably eat one. If you told me
Iwas I'd have a hard time getting one
down - I think the fuzzy antlers would
tickle my throat, I think & reindeer would
be quite hard to swallow.”

Nick Zinner: “I would never eat one
because I'm vegan, but I would totally ride
one of those guys around the skies”

|, intothe swing of thing= as much as

and if I miss that ] tend ta not guite get

I normally do”
" What would be your ideal
Christmas?
“Going to Australia sounds pretty
good; I'd like to experience
a sunshine Christmas. Sometimes

Scotland can be amazing; if 1t's snowing
and all that, it can just be perfect.”
What's the best bit of Christmas dinner?
“Stufhng I could eat pounds and pounds
of stuifingl I could eat as much stuffing as
you could throw at me!”
What'’s yoiir most disturbing Christinas

’

“One Christmas ] was out sledging and

1fell off my sledge, I went down to pick it
up and another sledge came past and my
nose connected with the front of this guy’s
sledge and 1t smashed my nose flat across

MGMT

R -

Lads! what are you doing for Christmas
this year?

Andrew VanWyngarden: “Well, we're
mastering the new album on the 22nd
and 23rd of this month, so I don’t think
we're really thinking about Christmas
right now. I'm going to fiy out end see
my mum and sister afterwards though.”
Ben Goldwasser: “And ['m going to my
girlfriend's. Her parents are way mora
into Christmas than my family are.”
What presents are you getting for

each other?

- AV: “Ban doean't really have any hair on

his body, 80 I've been thinking mayhe
1 can get him full hairpleg surgery.”
BG: “] ssw a really cool colouring book
1 wanted 10 get you in some shop we
were both in on tour. But then you
bought & ard ruined that.”

er Yeah Yeah Yeahs

what will you be eating for Christmas

this year then?

NZ: “Most likely Chinese food, because
that’s what we Jews eat at Christmas...
usually because it’s the only thing open.”
Let’s agk more inappropriate quastions
then. What's your worst Christmas?
NZ.“I wasin LA, alone, jetlagged, without
a car, walking on an empty Sunset Strip,
pathetically looking for anything open,
getting hassled by buma dressed as elves.”
You're being very quiet Karen. What
do you want in your stocking this year?
KO: “Reindeer jerky, a medicinal marijugna
membership card and an NME subseription!”
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my face — so I broke my nose three
days before Christmas when I was
seven or eight years old. That was
pretty horrific®
What do you not want to find in your
Christmas stocking this year?
“Anything fitness related or any self-help
book, But anything else is definitely
above board ”
what was your best day of 2009?
“My wife’s 30th birthday. We drove to
Las Vegas in a Mustang. We stayed in
the Venetian - they've recreated Venice
and you get all these tourists coming in
from all over America taking pictures
of it agif it’s the real Venice. We're not
gun-shooting maniacs or anything, but
we went and did some shooting at the
range. There's less rulesto go and shoot
a machine gun than there is if you go and
do paintballing over here!”

AV: “We're gonna be so busy getting the
album fmished, that it’s probably just
going to be something last mimsta off
Amazon. Shall we just both agreete

do that, Ben?”

BG: “Yaah, sure, whatever.”

What zre yout having for Christmas
dinner? Please sy 1SD...

AV: “Oh man, [ had the worst Christmas
dinnar ever last year. I was in Australia,
and me and some frienda decided to go

- out for dinner, but hecausa there were no

restaurants open we ended up eating in
some Chinese takeaway. All my friends
ordered and ate their food, but mine
never turned up, 8o 1 had to re-order, and
because of that ] ended up eating it on my
own. [t was easily the worst dish I've ever
had. I do remember feeling quite sad at
that point”

And you Nick?

NZ: “An ARP Soline. It’s a string
synthesizer thing.”

Where will you be on the big day?

KO: “Ill be packing bathing suits

and sunblock for the Australian tour
that we leave for the day after Christmas.
I'm quite excited that Il be sipping on
margaritas, rather than eggnog, this
Christmas Eve.”

Finally... who's the most famoas person
on your Christmas card list?

KO: “Nick Zinner, he’s the unofficial
‘mayor’ of tha East Village, NYC. ”
NZ:“Karen O. Obviously.”

\
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What's your favourite festive movie, Ben?
BG: “T'mabit fan of atop-motion
animation, ao Ilove Rudolph The
Red-Noased Reindeer. You eea all
thase advarts on TV at Christmas
using that trippy style of animation,
and it's so obvious that they’re
referencing it. That reminds me,
Ireally want to see Fantastie Mr Fox this
Christmas, apparently that’s all dane
with etop-mation animation too.”
Finaily, would MGMT gver do a Christmas
song, Just for a laugh?

_ AV:“Actually, when we were both in
college and we first started fooling
around with making music we used
to have a stab at *"Wonderfui
Christmastime’ by Paul McCartney. We
played it live a few times, but it was really
bad. Like, recily bad..”
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", The shows are being booked, the tour’s arranged and voting
is open. Here’s how you can shape our rock’n’roll party

]

.‘-‘-, 1 he build-up to the 2010 Shockwaves your chance to influence who will be at the
£ NME Awards is we!l underway and ceremany on February 24. Simply fill in the
; now it's your chance to take part. Over  form and post it to the address

., the page are the latest additions tothe  below or head to www.nme.com/
pt. Awards Shows (with more coming awardsvote and cast your vote,
_ soon), which will take place in London ‘The shortlist will be announced

T throughout February. Plus, with tickets ata party featuring The

. , sellingfast, there’sareminder of where the Maccabees on January 25.

. Awards Tour is heading. Every voter will be enterad
. Meanwhile, with voting underway, here’s into a draw to win free tickets.
SEND ALL FORMS - PLUS YOLIR NAME AND EMAIL ADDRESS - TO:
. NME, BLUE FIN BUILIII.G, 110 SOUTHWARK STREET, LONDON 581 05U
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ATP PRESENTS NIGHTMARE

BEFORE XMAS 2009

BUTLINS, MINEHEAD
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4 ~ SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6

{ all the hallowed ways of paying
homage to the birth of Christ,
holing up in the imposing white
spires of Butlins Minehead has
become a tradition as holy as
gouging a candle and some dolly mixtures into
an orange. December it may be, but there’ll be
no holy or silent nights this weekend - proto-
noiseniks and this weekend's curators My
EBloody Valentine's wrathful line-up make
for a thoroughly welcome anomaly on the
festival calendar.

Josh T Pearson credits their curating skills
eloquently. “My Bloody Valentine: son of a
bitch!” After a few refrains from MBV's ‘Only
Shallow’, he does their thundering sense of
damnation justice with a set that howls with
the futile pless of a condemned man,

His strife for abeolution sits in direct contrast

with De La Soul’s block-party jinks.

They divide the crowd in two, playfully
goading eack side into whooping louder,
and eliciting & guiltily easy roar when

they yell, “If you've never been stabbed
or shot, scream!”

Primal Scream give it a fair stab with a
raucous ‘Shoot Speed/Kill Light’ and a
laser-sighted hits-heavy set, but it’s
pretty safe to say that the most viclent
act any ATP-goer has ever witnessed
comes courtesy of the weekend’s
curators, who after fighting against
sound problems play an absolute
blinder, hypnotising with the

aforementioned ‘Only Shallow’ and

"Soon’ before they let loose with what
is referred to, rather grimly, as “the
Holocaust™. For the uninitiated, it’s
a 20-minute barrage of snarling

white noise in the middle of 1988
single "You Made Me Realise’
that makes its victima cower,

screaming iato the void and

leaning against its physically
pummelling attack, and one that
never ceases to be astounding
when Kevin Shields and Bilinda

Butcher simultanecusly shatter
the drop-jawed delirium of the
crowd with a sudden, perfectly
co-ordinated return to the melody.

Buzzcocks, though, are a tricky
proposition - they’re still as snotty
as they supposedly ever were, but
with their awful cock-rock guitar
poses and the fact that they're as

\

Kevin Shields and co curate a blinding (and
deafening) line-up at winter’s loudest weekend

OLD QUEEN™S HEAD
LOMDON, 67/12/09

embarrassingly shit as the has-beens that
reliably grace the dingy corners of locals
across the land every weekend it’s a tempting
but poor excuse to say that they’re too old for
this malarkey, particularly given that the
combined age of Saturday’s Pavilion stage
openers, Sun Ra Arkestra, probably totals
about 673, and they slay. Looking like sage
raystics in appropriately festive sequinned
robes, they sound like This Heat
deconstructing an old Hollywood jazz fanfare,
with the bongos, electric trombones, brass
and the rest of it occasionally coming together
to inhale in conventional hooks before
scrambling off in tangents of marginally
ordered chaos.

At a more mainstream festival The Horrors
would be the weirdest boys on the bill. Here,
they’re pretty much squares, and their billing
is still approached with some trepidation
—despite the triumph of that second album
there’s very much a sense that they still have
something to prove in such sacred musical
company. They pull it off admirably. Joshua
Third and Rhys Webb circle like sycamore
seeds around Faris, who goes from being
terrifyingly serene to adopting a slim-suited
fever during ‘Primary Colours’. For all the
talk of cold noise, there's a wild amount of
heart beneath their echo chamber squall,
particularly once the River Styx death knoll
of ‘1 Only Think Of You' subsides.

The only complaint to be made about Somic
Youth is how fucking polite the volume is;
“The Sprawl’, one of the few tracks net off their
new album “The Eternal’ that they play this
evening, should grate with insolence, but
instead bassist Kim Gordon’s drawl gets
smothered to a muffled approximation of what
it eculd be and mainman Thurston Moore's
guitar tries to scream but, as in a bad dream,
no sound comes out.

I’s certainly not a problem that Fucked Up
suffer from upstairs on Centre Stage. The
volume and performance are amped up to
eight - Pink Eyes mashes the mic into the side
of his head and starts tc bleed on the front
rows, much to security’s chagrin. There’s
something that feels rehearsed ahout their
onstage destruction, though, unlike Dirty
Three on Sunday evening. Warren Ellis offsets
his band’s bleak grace with a nice line in dry
banter, reassuring the crowd that “hell ain’t
a fucking bad place to be”. And even though
the carpet’s sticky, and Butlins smells a bit of
fest, the man has a point, Laura Snapes

Find more magazines at www.magazin

Iven that your stereotypical Pains Of
Being Pure At Heart fan ls surelya

bookshelf-twelling, fringe-hiding,
fanzine-scribing wailfiower, you think
they'd know better than to talk during the gqudet
bits. It doesn’t faze Egyptian Hip Hop, whe,
sweetly, arei't even old enough to drink at
the bar, and are hammering the orange squash,
Occaslonally shambolic, always interesting,
the quartet bang out tunes that vary from
post-punk fuzz to Rapture-worthy electro
disco. Poor Eltle Goulding, thoigh, could
do with a stern librarian to back her up.
Performing sans Starsmith Gormerly hey
keyboardist, tow produces and remixer
extraordinaire in his own right), she plays
ashort acoustic set, but without the spine
of synths or drums, her pretty, bruised songs
are sxdly lost Into the chatter of the room.

An enthralled hush falis as the Palns sidle on.
Dyessed as early "90s as they sound {think Paul
Rudd in Clueless), they open with a storming
“This Love is Fucking Right?’, rattiing through a
winning set that indudes the ace new ‘103'and
the wide-eyed poetry-writing charm of
‘Teenager In Love'. “This is the penultimate
show of our tour,” singer Kip Berman
annotinces. ‘Penuitimate’ should mean more
than uitimate, but instead it means not quite
ultimate. | guess I've just writter: the review.”
Not exactly: despite their failings (haters have
called them “JAMC rip-off merchants’, and
they’re not the most accomplished musicians)
the Pains have something quletly special.
Memories of summers when you were 15 are
always better than the real thing, but the
band deal In the famillar, not in nostalgia,

It’s a comfortable silence between friends -
adifficult sentlment to pepularise, without
being schimaltzy. It works though, As they leave
the stage, the room s united n lustily chanting
the chorus of “We’ll never die” to the encore -
the eponymous ‘The Palns Of Being Pure At
Heart”, Softly spoken has never been 5o
appealing. Alitwhe Malone
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Live 2010
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THE HORRORS -HTRK+LUNGROTTER SEVEN
THE FORUM / Sunday 20 December

-1 Lpwha . ol 128 4028 1y pn o-/t,na!mrrora

THE XX +SPECIALGUESTS
02 SHEPHERDS BUSH EMPIRE
Tuesdmrch / Wednesday 3 March

Bhepher wondon WL udi W54 5367 Liyspaca.com/thexz

THE DOME/ Fnday 12 Fcbruary

A, Tuirell 2°8.5% myspace con/fourtetcisranhebden
\Hf‘\l‘;'\\LMHH o mad] CceT
“ ;

02 ACADEMY BRIXTON
Fnday 26 Fcbruary l Saturday 27 Febmary

LOCAL NATIVES + SPECIAL GUESTS
HEAVEN / Frlday 2 March

Unds, Jtvie , Lindon Wi2 D20 7680 2020 myspa con/localaetivas

ERRO RS+ RACEHORSES + SO SOMODERN
SCALA / Thursday 4th March B
TUNNG s ERLAND & THE CARNIVAL

THE RELENTLESS GARAGE / Thursday 25 March

20-26 Higwouny ¥ (66U nyspace.cou/thlsidtanng

THE TEMPER TRAP+SPECIAL GUESTS
02 SHEPHER DS BUSH EMPIRE
Prjl / Thl;rsgg'gﬁmf\prll { Friday 30 April
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NEW & UNSIGNED

BAND MENTIONED IN NME? CALL 020 3148 2989

offers unsigned
bands the

chance to pitch
themselves. If they
can survive Blaine
they’re ready

for anything...

FM LOOKING FOR : 3 _ 3 Rrot ik TNy W azing
OB ol f ' UL, 12500 [0y Yo sy
THE CURVE WE - - X ez
TS PRIMARY

DEMOGRAPHIC

ISTHE SMASH

ROBOTS. BLITZ ME.

“I'm Olly Tomes,

and I'm a singer-

songwriter who writes pretty pop songs about girls
and life and golng out and getting drunk. It’s got an
indie-ness to it, a Babyshambles, Oasis influence
but there’s some country to it as well: The Flying NME SAYS: Artful, funk-rock
Burrite Brothers, The Byrds, People who listen to
taura Marling and Mystery Jets witl like me.”

F'VE GOT BANDWIDTH FOR ACOUSTIC UPLOADING.
WAIT: IDEA SHOWER. DOHERTY HAS THE TRILBY,

BADLY DRAWN BOY HAS THE BEANIE, OLLY TOMES .
HAS THE JESTER'S HAT, YEANH?

“Yeah, as long as it's got a bell on it. The Noddy hat,

the one everyone wants to wear.”

ANY POTENTIAL HITS ON THE EVENT HORIZON?

““sit The Dark Out’ is one ready to go, and

‘Runaway’ as well. They’re both ends of what | do.
! |
. ‘ ’ ' . ‘ ’ &J

The first is rocky, quite indie, the other is more
dreamy and spacey.”

WHAT ABOUT EVOLVING VERTICAL RELATIONSHIPS
AY DIVERSIFYING INTQ SYNTHS, MAN?

“No, na synths. What | do is raw. | have a double
bass player, a drummer with just a snare and a kick
drum and an acoustlc guitar, it’s qulte skiffly.”

SO YOU'RE SAYING, ‘HEADS UP, BLAINE, ACTION
ME, 'M THE NEW JAMIE T*?

“pefinitely, yeah, with less rapping, more melody.”
IDEA PROLAPSEL OLLY T! YOU'RE GLLYT?

“yeah, that works, or any..."

OLLY T! THAT'S YOLIR REVAMP, BRO. THAT’S DUR
LASER FOCUS. THE LEVERAGE POSSIBILITIES GIVE
ME A PYRAMID SALES STIFFY.

NME SAYS; Bouncy and fun electro-rock

DAVID TYRRELL &

2008 is over along with UK Tour

www myspace.comeriigamsic

\
WWW.MYSPACE.COM/OLLYTOMES www,face%onk.qp"ﬁﬁﬂesl

Kartica/22770363505
,

Watch out Europe 2010
as Substance 15 still upon usM! \

www.myspace.conpeuiuru il 7

NME SAYS: Solid Sheffield ait.rockers NME SAYS: Widescreen halladeering

=

If you're in an unsigned band and fancy 2

going head-to-head with Blaine, email &

fetters@nma,com with a link to your MySpace §

page plus a contact emall and phone number

and the subject line “A&R wanker” g
F
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| WANT TO SOUND LIKE... | BAND SERVICES

Dan Pontarelli, 18, Rickmansworth:
“How do The xx record so the guitar
and bass seem like there’s lots of
space but don’t sound unfinished?”’

THE SOUND detay (change the numbers to suit}
The London combo have become and pan hard right. This gives the
known for their adept use of impression of depth, making
minimalist arrangements and ahility everything stretch out a blt more.
to dellver accessible melodies without
resorting to clichés. Among thelr THE TECHNIQUE
influences are The Distillers, Pixies, Slngle-note gultar lines rather than
and R&B artists such as Aallyah. playing chords make things more

spaclous. Also make sure the bass is
THE GEAR prominent - accentuating the low end
A Gibson Les Paul Goldtop gultar as well as guitar parts and vocals
andaFender Precision bass, @ ncreases the ‘floor to ceillng’ ratio Y r’? C( } NTIE! .
would be kandy -~ although an of the track and gives it more room. )H ) -
:pl;;mm Pau'IVi a.n:o 2 i BEST TRICK e Yo! 0/)0! It(d
Squier ion wiil ine
price is an issue. As for amps, ¢ Belng confident encugh not togo for 5"’"""&1.‘2‘3‘.‘;2‘&".13'}5"“ i
go for the versatile charms of big show-stopping histrionics makes www.3CH.co.uk - Tal:01923 77—5268
a Yox VT30 for your guitar, and the music much more lovable. And the - -, " .:3 T E——
a White Horse BP150 for bass. For less you have, the more listeners can o bt
pedals, a Boss DD-7 stereo delay getout of it.

k-

fFinally, if you want to treat your P e S g aad v
vocals get a Boss YE-20. ! FREE SONGWRITERS , BUY «SELL - (ﬂ:‘ # ¥US'C & VIDED EXCHANGE
*
IN THE STUDIO e e 36 - 42 Notting Hill Gate, London W11
After inftialty working with comwacts, pr ik FREE 75 & 95 Berwick St, Soho, W1
a number of producers, ocleharation reqiat
Sand st or e 208 Camden High St, NW1

band decided to produce - X Bongariteey X mL C B Smallbrook Queensway, Birmingham BS
looking for alot of space Y ot e Vgl e ® —
obvious thing to do Is have P et trsatsdrarsbissr ey NRATLINE AALE STATY WARTER G118 7221 787
little Instrumentation or .
hog, try some delay. For
example, when LEADING DATE CHAT

. 220 MEN: 0871 908 9919
part add, say, 10ms SRS VOCAL GAY: 0871 908 8944
(mllliseconds) of o 1979 PR sl o el 2o N

e COACH =

and Boss RY-5 reverb will add
much te your guitar sound. — SONG ITERS RECORD & CD FA'RS
NEWSHAG CDs « RECORDS » DVDs * VIDEQS * MEMORARBILIA
o oA 23 Greenwich Church St, SE10
Jamie Smith from the The GuRd of okenationl
their debut. If you're + Road, Pras Sendy, Porzance, * www.mveshops.co.uk
in your recording the Y veww.songuntoers-guid.oouk : VINES 441 442 Opnntcapm Cam Sem
o hewhos. oudl RECORDING B tumon N ciar |
want o go the whoie , ) TU|T|0N
= . STUDIOS

recording a gultar ' Mill Hill Music Gomplex

apply. Live calls recarded. SP:

delay panned hard W, 0 b and bl ackis To the £ WOMEN CALL FREE *
left (50 K only W, Recoroa % 1oms, great | OthEIAIIOus 0800 075 9128
comes out of the skl o o sww punk2apera com 5 feoam BT Lundiine
left speaker), then D L D i E Tel: 020 8958 9323

get the same part sOUNEMmL ,kE) smagih!lv;nlll:::unz“&hr?m lu

e Mg DL ey

S — o e

— r:}g'gkw'él ; ?épc Py

. FOQET Wop ti ;

Noah And me Whale yOU & BonaFideStudio

words by John Callaghan from... R AT To advertise here
: : phone Emma or

S 0203 148 2989

07675645250 o 0% ‘k}s 5357

m llillmus ¢.co.uk

AHOTO: RICHARS EELLY
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THE UK’S BIGGEST GUIDE TO THE WEEK AHEAD Edited by Ash Dosanjh
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Tune In from 4pm as ain Baker s joined by

NME's James McMahon for the weekly
Forum to discuss the latest single releases
p—— wad For Lazarus Monarch

Mylo Moles 01228 404445 08N 30 1094

DELFAST mohemia Underworid 020 7482 1972
Cutwaor e leras Briana Hardywnan Troubadour Club
M AT 4N 02073701434

AN M AL Brocksr/The Cwsors Bul) & Gate
BEPSUMELIS02 Academy 3 020 74855358
0870 7N 2000 Wik Cokd W Beriin Proud Gabieries
The Pogwes 02 Acadermy 0207482 31867
G870 7712000 Wik Depecha Modk The 02 Arena

3 0870701 4344

Calienb Frechistt Q1273 603974 Gabiry Young & Other Anbwals
- Borderting 020 7734 5547
Sen Hewant Start The Bus Baggie/Malody, Malodica And M
QU7 930 4370 The Leangton 020 7837 5387
David Gray Colston Hall Hopeless Herele Monto Watey Rats
Q117922 3683 0207837 4412

Electric $ix G2 Aademy Joch 7 Pearson/Esban And
0870 771 2000 Wk The Witch Cargn 0207 749 7840

Ara Sbwarn Portiand Amms
MR S 3

[CARDWY

Suw Déucation Cwh for 8ach
ANIIIAN
Christy Moore Vicar St

00 3531 889 4900
Jewmongncs Acadenty 2
003N &7

Miley Cyrus The Q2 01 819 8888
#ammbo Olympia 00 3531 67923283
e e— -

Litthe Comets Cabaret Voitaire
0131220 6176

Pulied Apart Ry Horses Sneaky
Pete’s 0131 225 1757

— )
"The xx Roisin Dubh 00 35391 585540
| —

The Siustones King Tut's Wah Wah
Hut 0141221 5279

Dltlinger Foor Sterec Q141 576 5018
lan Brown 02 Academy

0R7( 7712000 Wik

‘The Twilightt Sad Mice'n'Sleazy
LR ELAS S

Cogry Wake Boiieroom 01483 440022
e

Drag The Rwer Brudene® Social Guh
01132435846

Fruit Bats Natlon Of Shopkeepers
cu32031831

Gary Stowalt New Roscoe
Qu32460m8

Hatesphers Joseplt's ek

O3 203 1861

Public Image Ltd 02 Acadeny
O8I0 771 2000 WA

F__ F—
FHewors For Halan O2 Academy 2
G870 771 2000 Wik

Two Haras & The Bad Wdea
Univershty 0151 256 5555
_-_
Antiered Man/Dog ks Dead/

Riack Soul $rangwrs Arts Clud
0202460 4459

The Aackyard Flaxees/ The Witare/
i Ton Yen/Trall Dubiin Castie
Q2074851773

LOS ANGELES
EARLY DOLPHIN «
OUIVER FUTURE

001323 6614380

Jullan Casahlancas Forum

020 73440044

Mapie Souatain 12 Bar Club

020 7240 2622

Matt BerTy Heaven

020 7930 2620 Wh

Modest Mows Electric Bafroom
0207485 9006

Nty Meps Mayhe O2 Atadenty 2
Isfington DE70 771 2000 Wa

Tha Oll Brows Band J372 (afé
020 7916 6060
Razoriight/Tha Big Pink 02 Brixton
Acadermy 0870 771 2000 W
Sarotum Clamg Tommy Fiynns

020 7609 7)62

St Your Goals 02 fsfington Academty
0870 771 2000 W

The Big Plnk,
02 Academy
Brixton, Londan

= 14 AND ABOVE
= ALL AGES

Warytwyars 229 Ciub (20 7631 8310
200 For You Good Ship
02073722544

———
Cascetrio Ruby Lounge

Q81 8341352

Uittle voicanoes Roadhouse
a141228 1789

‘The Marder The B2y Horse
141 661 1041

Michrael Schenimr Acadery 3
0141 8321111
Parsmore Evening News Arena
0141 950 5000

Soatwax Arademy 0161 8321111
— -
The Revasneites 02 Academy 2
0870 771 2000 Wk

| —

Oaaf Hayana Roadmendar Centre
01504 604222

. -

The Blockheads waterfront
01603 62717

fama Wternational Arts Centre
01503 660352

ANESES @z
The Engines OF Armageddon Maze
Q115947 S650

UB40 Trent Fid Arena 08444 124 624

NEADNG
Phartees UsedDakford Sodal dub
Qi) =4 YL

Haaven's Basarsuitt Corporation
0114 276 0262

The Horrars 02 Acaremy
Q870771 2000 Va4

Yhe Saw Doctors Plug 0114 2% 7093

I

The Cnesatics joiners

023 8022 5612

.

Sherry Counsellors Sugarmil

GL782 714991

————

Royal 2 $octy Bom

01727 853143

Shadows Chasing Shosts Sin Gty

01792654226

King Charies The Forum

08712 7701

i —

Sicle Effect Swiicide Snooty Fox

1924 374455

.

Mlie Wulfrun Hall 01902 55212t

iy Ovic Hall 01902 55121
- —— |

Foy Vanca The Duchess
01904 641413

= 16 AND ABOVE

«» UNDER 145 WITH AN ADULY
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WEDNESDAY || THURSDAY

DECEMBER 16

DECEMBER 17

— —
Polly & The ifets Doux Moles
01225 404445

n Case Of Fire Limefight

028 90325942

The Prodigy Odyssey

028 9G73 9074

Soutwax Uister Hall 28 9032 3900

| —
The Wesderstarff 02 Academy
0870 7712000 YA

| G—

The Paddingtons Frechutt
01273 603974

UK Subs Engine Room
01273 728 999

—

Borrbay ThoyOe Club 02 Acadeny

0870 TN 2320 WA

Shaped by FxieBarfly

(0 0ok VESE 438

_——

Chas & teis Band Tapn'Tin

01634 847926
- & T Y.

The xx The Pavilion

0035321 427 6228

o I
Copy Mahe The Royal
01332387720
Dlamanthian The Victoria inn
01332740091
-

Dacnien Dermpey Whelan's
003531 4759372

Joa Eco Acadeiny 00 3531 877 9999
Miley Cyrvs The 02

01819 8838

Ywrodny Rutton Factory

00 3531 670 5202

——

Lasice Lefghiiedd Cabaret Voltalre
0131 2206176

[ - ——
The Compertars Cavern Club
01392 4953720

——

Aty Abrahom 002 ABC

0870903 3444 WA

Tha Bluetones King Tuts Wah Wah
Hut 0141 221 5279

Brontd Skylit Slereo
Q141 526 5018

Codean D2 ABL2 0141 204 5151 Wk
O Fasignod Arches 0141221 4001
iy Vampires Nice'n'Sleazy

0141 3335637
$anda 54 13th Note Café
0141553163

Pat $hop Boys SECC 0141 248 3000
Sparrow & The Workshop Oran Mor
01415529224

Kim Kira Squane 0279 305000

- ———
OiNinger Four Brudena)l Sockal Cub
01332435866

‘The Sollcttors New Roscoe:

0113246 0778

[
Lixa tiasnigan Dolans Warehouse
00 35365 N44K3

Etho & The Bunienpten 02 Acackemny
0870 771 2000 W

Kl afiaw Korova 0153 209 7057

The Quireboys G2 Acadeny 2
0870 771 2000 Wk

| —
Acs Frehiey 02 Shepherds Bush
Emyire 0870 7712000 W

All Tewth Buffalo Bar 020735 6191
Amiing Shereditch Church
08712301094

The Ho;rors,
wedgewood
Portsmouth

Anry's Ghest/1 Love Zagrehy/
Tha Eleciric Rict/Amvows.
Dubiin Castie 020 74851773
Racameant 2axx The 02 Arena
08707014444

Bruisad Baauties Rhythm Factory
020 7247 9386

Electric Six 02 Kslington Acadeny
Q10 771 2000 Wk
Gideon Conn Borderiine
02077345547
Jews] B Cargo 0207 749 7840
Sunkstar 93 Feet £ast

020 7247 6075

Lily Allen 02 Brixton Academy
087 771 2000 Wk

Myviad Creatures/The Epstein/
King Of Spaln/Freddie Kson
Windmill 020 8671 0700

Naw Modet Anmy Forum
0207344 0044

Slow Chab Union Chapel

Q20 72261686

Spirttualized Barbican Hall
0207638 8891

Tal Firs/Hush Arbors CaN Ot
Q&71 230 1094

T Crooked Viltures Aol
OF70 606 3500

NEW EDLCATION
+ BLUGHTERS
+ THEGAVELS

0845 257 5727
NEW YORK
THE ROUILETTES +

BELUGA +
SCHWERVON!

0871230 1094

ERLAND & THE
CARNIVAL

0845257 5727

C—

Bealo- Deaf Institerte 0161 330 4019
Frait Badx Roadhoike
01612281789

Heavexs Basartvent Academy 3
0161832 1111
Midaight Mafia Night And Day Café
0161235 1522

Tigers That Tatked Ruby Lounpe
0161834 1792
o

Thee Lost Levals Aris Centre

01603 660352

The 0¥ Brown Band Waterfront
01603 632717

- —

Dumf Rarvmnia Rock City

08713 100000

The Daviite Dolla Bodega Sodat Club
08713300000

Marityn Manson Tremt FM Arena
08444 124 524

Soulsavers Rescue Rooms
0115958 B484

e
Goldie Lookdn™ Chalin 02 Academy 2
0870771 2000 Wi
.
The Retys Met Lounge 01733 566100
 —

The Heerors Wedgewaoad Roans
023 5286 3911

Jane Taylor Drift Bar 02392 779 839
Shed Seven Pyramid 023 9235 8608
M

Michasd Schevker 02 Acadermy
0870 771 2000 Wa

Socritws Johron PG
0114 2% 7093

Scariet Sohio foiners (23 8022 5612
——
Rad For Lazarws Alsager Arms

01270882 362
Joea-T Sogarmitl 01782 214991
-

Exxnrt Koights Escobar
01925 32000

-
Wawicwind Wutfrun Hall
01902 552121

Mudness Conc Hall
01902 552121

|-
Matckam Sodtal Central Station
01978 358780

Bayand All Reason The Duchess
01904 641 413
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FRIDAY

DECEMBER 18

- A— is
The Haavy doles 01225 404445
| —
Tikar Sack Esqures
01234 340120
—
And So ) watch Yeu From Afar
Uister Hall 028 9032 3900
Joe Echo Auntie Annie's
028 9050 1660
Lisa Hanrigan Queen's Unnversity
028 9024 5133

| p—
Blakfish Flapper 0121236 2421
tam Brown 02 Acadermy
0870 771 2000 Wk

o e——

London Btackmariat 41 King Street
0871 230 1094
am—
Cheis 7T The Plough
08712301094
BOUSNEROUTH
Robert mart’s Bid Corepity
B2 Arscvorn SHA02 09957 WA
BREATOR
Tha MHorraes Coezeode 3 00271673311
Aye Ay Louisiana 0117 926 5978
A Gerusine Freakshow/Light OF
Worda Start The Bus 0117 930 4370
The Whd Gallosts 02 Acaderyy
0870 771 2000 WA

Tha Winchl) Riots Portiand Arms
01223 57268

—_—_
Badierd Falls Mode{ Inn

029 20227972
Barsem Barfly 029 2066 7658
Fruit Bats Chwh |for Bach
02920232199

—
Fronch Dogs Willys Wine B3
0871 23 1094

The Prodigy The 02 01 819 8388
S

Xpiicit Bongo Club
D131 558 2604
&

Mick Flannery Rorain mBn
00 35391 85540

Tha Bluatonss King Tut's Wah Wah
Hut 0141 221 5279
Hawkwind 02 ABC

0870503 3444 Wk

Hus And Ory 02 ABC2
0141 204 515] WA
Kaddigh 13th Note Café
0141553 1638
Mkaicolan Ros Mioe'n'Steary
01413339637

Public Mmage Lt 02 Academy
0870771 2000 Wk

Tha Quirsboys Cathouse
0141 248 6608

Soulwax Braehead Arena
0141 8836 8300

—
The Pistals Botieroom

T ones3440022

Ranalsancs Bolls Ebow Rogms
013245 7011

Spllater New Riscoe 013 246 DITR
The Yormenats Royal Park Cailars
0113274 1758

alveamanakick Dolans Warehoitse
00 35361 314483

| —

Echd & The Bimtyrtvan 02 Academy
0870771 2000 v

Lee Broderick Korova 8151 709 7097
Strmwhoerses Masque 015) 707 6171
| >—

Alloart Low Band 100 Chéh
020 7636 0933

BERLIN

SLOW QLUB
030 44008140

I.ON
PAER HOLTE +

020 7388 3222

MILAN
WE HAVE BAND + TVE
KILLED THE CAT

+39 3870350147

The Beigrave Scandal Camden Rock
G871 2301094

Bombay Bicycle Chib KOKD
0207388 222
Caslotone Fer The Painfulty Alone/
Mis Clancymens /Veranica Falls
The Lexmgton 020 7837 5387
Danny & The Champlons Of The
World Windmill 020 8671 0700
David Ford Bush Hall 020 8222 6955
Pafinately Mighba 12 Bar Cluh
0207240 2622

Dt Eyist/Thare Will Be Fleoworks
Queen Of Hoxton 020 7422 0958
Tha Duel /Wlenacs/ The Anoraks
iope & Anchor 020 7354 1312
Franzy Monto Water Rats

Q20 7837 4412

Gaold Blood Arch 269
0871 230 1054
Gravity Bhee Goldhawk
08712301054

Hoeean's Basermaat Underworkd
0207402 KX

e Stution Zekea 229 Club
0207631 8310

Janyes Taylor Quartat (az2 Caféd
0207916 6060

Jasu/Alr Farmation Luminaie

00 73RNA

Jos Thoamgpwon
Lonstituoon 020 7387 4805
Jemaphine Fastar Café Otn
0871 230 1094

The Lasting Days Goed Ship
ROTI225544
Madness The 02 Arena

0870701 4444

Misty's Big Adventwre 93 Feet Exst
020 7247 6055

“The Fogues 02 Brixton Acadery
0870 771 2000 Wh

The Raveonettes 02 isington
Acaderny 0870 771 2000 WA

Tha Saw Doctors 02 Shepherts Bush
Empire 0870 771 2000 WA

Shaxd Sevan Forum 020 7344 0044
Tale Cruz (ndigo @ The 02 Arena
{870 701 4444

Ther Crookad Yuttwres Apollo
0870 606 3400

il On Canvas/None The Less
Duisiin Caste 020 74851773

12 Divty Bullets Borderfine

020 7734 5547

Lt o d

The Cinesatics Night And Day (afé
0161 236 1822
Depeche Mode Evening News Arena
0161 950 5000

Riding Yha 1.0w Rulry Lounge
0181 834 1352

MDOUERED OUSH.

e Owict Shoat Loud The Cown
28 25 1064

NEWCASTLE
Ao (12 Aradenwy 2

D60 71 X0 wa

ROTTINOHAN

The Frinry Maze 0115 947 5650
-
Them Gilwears 02 Academy 2
0870 771 2000 Wl
——
Fanocy-Scler Met Loungs:

D058 S0
SOUTHANMSTON

e Docks Jolners (23 8022 5612
STORE ON TIENT !
The Ues Sagormr ¥ 20 20
Litdda Burmivew iz 1727 (013
Swnnon

The City Stiets The Vic 01793 535713
Thae Doubtfild Guest 12 Bar
01793535713

Slager§} Tha Rotieston 01793 534238
- —

1Gmns The Forum 08712 77710t
 W—
Monayy Fist Snooty Foe

01524 374455
Riskie Sits Escobar 01924 132000

Tha Fabas Fihbers 01904 651 250434

SATURDAY

DECEMBER 19

The Colestiane 02 Acacemy
08707712000 WA
Dexalve Stereo (141 52 5018
Findo Gask Nice'Sleazy
01413339637
Glder 13th Note Café
01435531638

The Hardy Souls 02 ABC2
0143 204 5151 Wik

Hoa And Cry 02 ARC
0870 9G3 3444 Wk

L Mchiabb King Tist's Wah Wah Hot
0145 2215279
—-——

s Iracy Boderoom

Cars On Fire Louklana 0117926 978
Fasach-Solar Start The Bus
011793043703

Mark Yenus Fleece 0117 945 0996
———

Tha Pony Enfiabersting Postiand
Arms 01223 357268

| —

Tha Cinematics Ctwb ifor Bach
029 20232199

Sovrs Of Plonasrs Barfly
0292066 7658

Gramwatics The Royal
0132 367720
Random Mand The Victona Inn
01332 24 0091

The xx tnpod 00 353 | 478025
David Gray The 02 01 819 8883
Fight Liior Apes Acadermy
0013531 8779999

Flarm Ragan Whelan's

00 3531 4259372
.

Tha Xoerts Doghouse

01382 227080

— -
Deita Malniine The Caves.
0131 557 8969

Ross Royoe Picture House
0844 8471740

K d =
Spiritua lized Sage Arena
08¥0 703 4555

01483440022

——

The Subways/Bleech Square
01279305000

——_— -
Spy Catchar Gub 8503462 437767

Caslotone For The Painfully Atone:
Nation Of Shopkeepers 0113 2031871
Orush And The Mighty Riwthm
Primsose 8ar 01132 621358

Kwame & The Owl OLI3 256 5242
The Port Srothers New Rostoe
0132460773
Steriing Rios 0844 414 2182

. =

Echo & The Burwyrnen 02 Acaderny
0870 771 2000 Wk

London Badanarioat Korova
0151 709 2097

Apse Borderiine 020 7734 5547
Rig Harxd The Fly

0870 907 0999

Chexry Blackutnoes konto Water
Rats (20 7837 4412

The Efectric Rad Drive 12 8ar Club
0207240 2622

Frank Turnar Union Chape!
02072261686

Glam thops Buffale Bar
0207359 4191

Hans iland/Revelln Sky/
Traas-Miscion/Allagro

Oubiin Castle 020 7485 1773

The infideis/avondale A5/

The Vita! Sigrm/ St Serpent
Hope & Anchor 020 7354 1312
Jaruos Taybor Quartet Jazr Café
020 7916 6060

Kavin Gorsaa Rivythm Factory
020 72479386

Milley Cynits The (2 Asena
0870701 4444

Nod's Atomie Dustids 02 Shepherds
Bush Empire 0870 771 2000 Wik
Orange Goblin Scala 020 7831 2022
The Pogues 02 Brodon Aczgenty
D870 7N 2000 W

Rary Duvims Apollo 0870606 3400
Shad Seven Forum

0207344 0044

| —

Alr Cav Unitarian Chapel
0671 230 1094
Asmplitier Academy 30161 932 il
Chips with Everything Deaf Instifite
01613304019
Daddyank Club Academy
Dl 8P Kt

lan Browm Evening News Arena
{1161 950 5000

Orphan oy Nigik And Day Café
0161 236 1822

Publlc (ragm Ltd Acadeny

0161 832 112

Weeknnod Offerders Roathouse
Q161 228 1789

—

B For Lazarws £nd Bar
0191 232 6536

First Rrwth 02 Acadeny 2
08207712000 WA
Hawhovind 02 Aradermy
0870771 2000 W
——

New York Scumhaters Bnckmakers
01603 441118

-

Flsts Bodega Sodal Oub

08713 160000

Goldle Lookie Chaln Rescue Rooms.
0115 958 8484

Morth Atiamtic Osclliation Steaith
{8713 100000

Your Owmlsa Rock City
03N3160000

L .
Electric Six 02 Aczdemy
0870 771 2000 Wk

Engine Earz 02 Academy 2
0470 771 2000 WA

Spacy Heroes Of The Peaple Jericho
Tavemn 01865 775
L
The Lancashire Hotpots 53 Degrees
01772 893 000

[

Six Nation State Rising Sen Arts
Cantre 0118 586 6768
T
Qut Your Wings Comoratmn
0114 276 0262

The Quireboys 02 Acadefty
0870 7712000 Wt
Tholl Plug 0114 776 7093
- 3

Gat Your Ass Ta Mars Jolners
0238022 5612

Now Education Lensons

023 8057 0460

F

Sworn To Oath Sugarmil

01782 214001

e

Tuddy Wlte The Rolieston
01793534238
TR
Ati Nowhaers League The Forum
O8N2 773
L.
Epitaphs Of rain Snocty Fox
01524 374455
Gagglewire Escobar 01924 332000

The £-Go's Wulfrun Kall 0190255212t
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DECEMBER 20-21

TUE-WED

DECEMBER 22-23

SUN DECEMBER 20 sutyricon 02 Shepherts Bush Empire
— - — G870 771 2000 WA
Flana Ragan Moles 01225 404445 Tha Wishing Trse Bush Hall
T — 0208222 6955
Mew Education 02 Arademy 3 4 0r 5 Magicians Windmill
U870 771 2000 Wk G20 8671 070C
— ——
Bexd Massers Contonde 2 Grasnmutios Deaf Institte
NI 0161330 4019
RFTOL Put Shop Boys Evermg News Arena
Mool Schesber 02 Academny 2 0161950 5000
DA 71 2000 Wk The Words Night And Day £afé
CAMBRIDCE 0181 236 182
Caszizwefor The Paintully Alone -
Far v ArTR01223 357268 The Quiirshoys 02 Academy
caRoin 0870 771 2000 Wk
Ehptarft Ot Bach e—
9% A0 2 Goldée tookhv Chaln Waterfront
CuamEsean 01603 837717
Defiriuam Crimea Tavern —
01977 70706 Babyshambles Rock City
Take A Bow The Loft D1977 555522 08713100000
— Status Quo Frert FM Arena
ack Waag And The Sag Jachersy 0BA44 D4 624
The Victoria lon 01332 74 00 51 What Makes You Ssatitel Maze
| -— 05947 5650
Pamsien Derwpaay Whetans
00 3531 4759372 Joevem Deb wrohe Tavem
Lisa Hannigan Vicr 56 JESS 3T
00 3531 839 4900 POFTIMOBUTH
Paul MoCartney The 0201 BIORRBE Tha Welweft BostaCe lars
CATEIHLAD e
The Lurhars Thice TURs —
0194 ¢50 5658 Cormle Lush And Blaes Showter
WAasoow Hoardwalk 0114 279 2090
Piood Of R Thadewrts g Turs  NEDENIERNINNE
Wy e e D041 221 5279 S3IVE YOur Hero Joiners
L - I 0238022 5612
The astrarantsClub 35 [
oae 4w Tha River Cand Sugarmyil
imes 01782 214551
Burning Hank Packhorse | —— - . 3
113245 3980 Mot The Forum 08712 777101
Hayhry Gaftarnidk Sandinistal WAKSFRLD
0113306 0372 The Marscer Fsoobar 01924 332000
Pama intwrmational H-6) Chid KO £20 Sroory Fox 01924 374455
0132427353 youx
Straightan Out New Roscoe Sarprise Firy Fibbers
0113246 0778 01904 651250 +44
Decian ORowria dobswarehowss ~ MION DECEMBER 21
00 35361 314483 BELFAST
| ——_— 1ol Watarf1on | SR POII4455
Deaf School /Elgene McGalnness DIMINGIAN
02 Acadermry 0870 771 2000 Vil ERAO L Arvea 0121 780 4173
Motropolitans 02 Academy 2 L
0870 771 2000 Wk LU LEL L B
. OH7We s
The Ascansion/Levelust/Bom of CAnpiry
The fun/Soni-Queila Dubin Castie Rad For Lazarus 10 Feet Tali
02074851773 02920 226843
Assocted Jeity Benns Underworid Ehid Barfty 029 2066 7458 +14
020 74821932 nensy
Tha Eants Cfé Oto 0871 230 £094 Oribine Mg VicIora n
Cheldk Tidiame Sedk Jazz Café cLR N
020 7916 6060
Dar.Ra Good Shp 020 7372 2544 The Mighey Stef Whelan's
Da Shasmonix/Bodies Of wWork 00 10 4359372
The Old Queen's Head 0207 839 7281 v
Tha Horvors Forum Darc g W The Enemry Cavern
020 7344 0044 CubJANG 45400
ames Yorkston Luminalee GLastow
00BN Fur Hood 13th Note Café
Enibach ULU 020 2664 2000 01415531638
LM In Fhn The Stag 371 230 1004 Pear] & The Puppets King Tut's wah
The Loywithes 12 Bar Club Wah Hurt 0141 221 5279
020 7240 2622 —
Mliary Cyvim The 02 Areng At Fargottan Boderom
0870701 4444 01483 440022
The G
Bull & Gate 020 7485 5358 Tha Xearts komamrks 01463 718555
\ DU YU
U 1U
) 0 :
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Little Chief New Roscoe

0113246 0778

Shed Seven 02 Acadesy

0870771 2000 Yk

| — -
Gldeon Conn Masque 015t 207 6171
My Emergancy! Barfly Loft

@ Masque 0151707 4171 +14
| —

Cato Street Conspivacy

Montn water Rats 020 7237 4412
The Celtar Family/Mivied

Hope & Ancher 020 7354 1312
Goldin Lookia® Chin 02 islmgton
Academy 0870 771 2000 WA
Jaes Yorkston Luminaie
0 nRNE

Lad! Arad Slaightened Lamb
020 9682 4080

The Narrow Men 12 Bar Club
020 7240 2622
Pappy’s Fun Club Bicomsbury
Theatve 020 7338 822

Pot Shep Goys The 02 Arena
0870 701 4444

Seal/ Tiery Yigers Dubiin Castle
020 74851773

Public inage Ltd 02 Brixton
Acadermy 0870 771 2000 Wa
street Peldtils Proud Galleres
020 74623857

The Temper Trap KOXO

020 38R P22

—
Wew Education Moha Live
0161 £34 B18D

NEWCASTLE

Nex Db Baas O AGadeny 2
TN 771 X000 Wt

NN _

The WTwiTis Veaschine
ACtS QL yo Do sall
SXFORD
Casiotona For The Fainfully Alone
Jericho Tavern 01865 31775
| S
Supwrnova Bandits Leadndl]
0114221 2828

.

‘Tha Eomtrol Sugarmil

01782 214991

_——

The Boy Dona Good The Fumace
0179353438

| ———
The Wil dhaarts Wulirun Hall
01902 552121

The Temper Trap,
KOKO, London,
Monday, December 21

Yazsayer, Heaven, Lonfes,

Wednesday, December 23
TUE DECEMBER 22 rhewiaterohwiples v
| — 020 8671 0700
The Bcarts The Lawwts (1024 21121 .
BELPAST Michasl Schenker (2 Acacery 2
Ll WO C o s Ak 0870 771 2003 WA
TEIRGRAN READING
Al (0 feawry 3 Jesemry Warreshey O2kford Socka
070 7712000 WA Club DU6 2% Y35
Tl B s WAL
ParTington Jadiaon Losiana. Goldle Lookia Chain Buttermarket
017 9285978 01743 241455
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029 20232199 A
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™ —— PN The Melo-Drs/Slasping With Slants
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trmeica My The 02 0t 819 8888 Son Of Kirk The Forum 08712 777101
Repubtic Of Loose Acadeny -
00 3531 8§77 9909 Maiicia Snooty Fox
—_— 01924 374455
Frightenad Rabbit > ASC - — -
0870 503 3444 Wik Morpheus Rising The Duchass
The Gateway District 13th Note €6 01904 641 413
01415531638
Paper Planes hice'n'Sleazy WED DECEMBER 23
0141333 9637 T -
Vimyl 02 ABC2 0141 204 5151 Wk The Homblower Brothers Freebuct
CURDIURD 01273 603974
KR It S 33 weon 01480 S900 e
ST The Goadness Louisiana
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0770865663 - -
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Pawl MicCartney The 02 Arena ——— _
0870 701 4444 Tha Ray Sumsners Cabaret Voitare
Piat Shot Riot Barfly 0870907095 013t 220 617
Pubic Image Ltd Elecine -
0207485 9006 The Apples Cavern Club
Tha Superneas Hoxton Sqare Bar 01392 495370
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Tha Wi dhaarts 02 Klington The Cnematics King Ti's Wah wah
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Frank OHagan 02 ABC2
014] 204 5151 WA
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.
Mdethod Man iniversity
Q5] 256 5555

| --—

Jrwmongous Dingwalls
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The Johusons Arts Ouh
02074604459
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Ol School The/Tha Lazy Habits
Dublin astle 020 74851773
Pubilic inage Ltd Eectyic Balroom
0207485 9006

sty Egua The Lexington
Q2078375397

Slade indigo @ The 62 Arena
0870 7014444
Yeasayer Heaven 020 7930 2020
You ala At Skx Rourkdhouse
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—

Yhe Kzeh 02 Acadermy 2
G870 771 2000
| .

The Ougadougous Arts Centre
01603 660352
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THUR-TUE

DECEMBER 24-29

Join NME Radio this Christmas Eve as some

of our favourite DJs play us through to
make sure we all have a happy Christmas

THUR DECEMBER 24
BEDFORD

Wl Law Estu™es 01234 340120
| SLASGOW

Psycho Candy King Tut's Wah Wah
Hut 0141 22t 5279

LOMDON

Bad Mannars Monta Water Rats
020 7837 4412

ONFORD
ackating 02 Academy
OG0 771 2000 WA

| PORTEMOLTH

The Racketeers Cellars
0871230 1094

WAKD LD

Kristian WaBcer Escobar

03524 332000

Yo

o5z Caine The Duchess
01904641 413

SAT DECEMBER 26
| CORK.

Jim Comet The Pavlion
0035321 477 6228

| ELASEOW

My Pretend Ornchestra King Tuts
Wah Wah Mut 0141 221 5279
LEEDS
Angio Pallading The Owl
0113 256 5242
The Prowlers New Rosce
0113246 0778

v ]
Actress Cargo (207 7497840
The Fledd People Good Ship
QRN 7IT2 2544

SWINDON
01d Schaol The 12 8ar
0i?93535713

WAKEFIELD

Imp Escobiar 01924 332000
oRAL

Fret Bukz {ross Keys 01904 686341

SUN DECEMBER 27
BELFAST

Bap Kennedy Emgire 028 5024 9276
oUR N

Ashan Vicr St 00 3531 589 4500
Basthunter Academy

00 3531 8779999
Freddie White Cherrytree

0871230 1094

RC Lawior thesan's 60 35314759372

Deadmaus,
Ulster Hall,
Belfast, Tuesday,
December 29

48 hours before general release. Text PRIORITY to 2020 to register.

EDINBLEGH

The Hazey Janes Sneaky Pete's
013t 2251757

GLABGOW

Praacher King Tit’s Wah Wah Hut
01412215279

LEEDS

Alpyndoned Sea Man The Owl
0113 256 5242

LIMERCX

meida May Dolans warehouse

00 35361 314483

LIVERPOOS,

Kok 02 Academy 2 O87T 771 2000 WA
LMD — il

Wako Bartly 0870 907 0999 +14
Somarthing Simple Gpod Ship
020 13722844
MANCHESTER
Miley Cyrus Eventng News Arena
0161950 5G00
PORTIMOUTH
The Targets Cellars 0871 230 1094
PRSSTON
The Escebarrs The Variety
01772 254 708

#0ol lywood Tease Sugarmill
01782 214991

WANKEFIELD
Epitaphs Of Palis Snooty Fax
01928374455

WORCESTRER
Tadm Tha 5¢h Drummonds
0771 %009N

MONDAY DEC 28
CoRK

JasTy Fleh & The Mudbug Club
The Pavi don 00 35321 427 6228
DiMIN
Madness The 02 Ot 819 2388
Tha Mighty Stef Whelan's

00 3531 475 9372

GLASGOW

Hin Parade Arches 0141224 400}
My Latest Nove) King Tut's Wah wah
Hut 0141 2215279

LMERKE

Klla Dolans Warehouse

00 35361 314483

1. Onen.O

Tha Helst/Tha Gums OF Pig Allry
Barfly 0870 907 0999 +14

The idiers

R0 7837 4412

Roy Ayres Jazz Calé (26 7916 6060
MANCHESTER

by Cyrus Evening News Arena
0161 9505000

The Tracks Escobar 01924 332000
YORK ‘

{ittiemores Fibbers

01904 651 250 +14

TUESDAY DEC 29
ABERDEEN

Bad Manners warehouse
0844 847 7319

WELFALY

Bap Kennedy Emgire 028 5024 5275
Deadmass Ulster Hall

024 5032 3900
Adxciness Odyssey 025 9073 9074
BOURNEMOLUTH
Chipmunk 02 Acaderny
01202399922 Wi

CARDIFF
Sterea Ry Tha Shor Barfly
G2 2066 7658 +16

coax

Klia Cyprus Avenue
0035321427 6165

Niall Commolly The Pavilion
0035321427 6228

DEREY
Wik Joknson Flowerpot
Q1332 204085

DURLIN —
Nk Kelly Whelan's {Upstalrs)
0038314759372

Something Happens whelan's
0035314759372

GLASGOW
Kevln Montgomery King Tut's Wah
‘Wwah Hut 0141 221 5279

LEEDS
The Real People Joseph's Wen
0113 203 1861

(5 gecinn)
Adelalde’s Cape Good Ship
Q2073722544

Miley Cyrus The 02 Arena
0870701 4444
atoka/Molloe Buli & Gate
(20 74855358
The Quates Monto Water Rats
Q07837 4412

Royy Ayres Jazz Calé 02G 7916 6060
W Souk Atlantis/Through
Coloar/Thay Sink Ships Barfly
0870 507 0999 +14
| FORTSMOUTH
adark Morris Celiars 0878 2301094
SHEFFEELD
The Ramsters Boamiwalk

Exhibit A Sugamull 01782 214991
STALRANS

The Schemists Horn 01727 853143
YORX

Comply Or Die Fidbers

01904 651 250 +14

BOOKING NOW

GIGS

ROLO TOMASSI

If writhing around and screeching is your thing, you'd
be crazy to miss these Sheffield synth-noise monsters. :
NME.COM/artists/rofo-tomassi

THE SUNSHINE UNDERGROUND|

The indle-punkers from Leeds shed some light on their :
second alburn ‘Nobody’s Coming To Save You'”. :

NME. COM/anfsts/me-sunshme-undergmund

MIIKE SNOW

The Swedish synth-pop trio take part in next year's
Shockwaves NME Awards Shows,
NME.COM/artists/miike-snow

BOMBAY BICYCLE CLUB

The Crouch End four-piece of no fittie excellence hit the !
Shockwaves NME Awards Tour with The Maccabees. ;

MME. cOM/arﬂsts/bombar M:vcle -club 4

FIONN REGAN

Before releas]ng second album ‘Shadow Of An Empire’,
this Irish songwriter strikes back with some gigs. :

W .YME.COM/artists/fionn-regan

The Ameﬂcan heavy mefalfers head to these shores to
cause some ear-wrecking mayhem. :

NME. COM/artIsts/mastodon

NEW YOUNG PONV CI.IIB

The shod(waves_NME Awards shows wouldn't be the
same without these London dance-punkers.

NME.COM/artis ts/ne w-young pony-dub

The Selkirk Ind!e-folk mardists tour in support of new
album ‘The Winter Of Mixed Dyinks’, out next year.

NME, COM/ams&/fnghtened -rabbit

MI.IMFORD AND SONS

The success story of 2009 {and sometime backing
band for Ms Laura Marling) announce a slew of dates.
NME.COM/artists/mumford-and-sons

If you're on O, you can get Priority Tickets to The O, and O, Academy venues up to O
2

Tickets are subject to availability. Exceptions apply.

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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VE pdited by Leonic Cooper

BETH DITTO’S
EARRINGS
Handmade by designer Jenny
Jenny, these slinky turquoise
tassels have dangled from the
ears of none other than Beth
Ditto, who also wore one of
the designer's bracelets at
last month’s Gossip show

in London. The earrings

- which also come incoral
and black - recently made

a guest appearance in
Topshop's flagship store as

g well as taking a starring role - e Y - - e 4
: inthe new DJ Hell-featuring :

Bryan Ferry video, Swish. LA ROUX BUNDLE

Jenny-fenny.com Not a bund e in the classic sense of the word (ie when you make an ungainly heap
.......................................... of contorted mates) but rather the goodie bag - or, as it's Christmas - Lhe stacking

filler interpretation This here bundle is for the over-18s, due to the naughty fag
papers included, but it also contains the all-ages treats of badges, mobile phone
charms and a tote bag - in either black or white.

Aflaccesslive.co.uk/LaRoux

Becsuse ot oy,

] walg g4e Ling

JOHNNY CASH PII.I.OW "
This dreamy finen pillow case, which is hand-embroidered in metallic thread :
with lyrics from the mighty Johnny Cash song ‘| Walk The Line', comes from the :
Fine Cell work charity. Teaching new skitls to inmates in 26 prisons across the
UK, the charity helps banged-up blokes regain their independence and dignity
by learning a trade and earning their own money. We're pretty sure Johnny Cash
would be proud to be involved. Fineceliwork.co.uk

.................................................................................................

GRISTLEISM

Experimentai performance punks Throbbing Gristle
have joined up with the people belund ambient
BUZZCOCKS T-SHIRT : : soundbox the Buddha Machine ta create thar very
Ever fallen in love with a T-shirt you shouldn't’ve fallen in : ¢ ownlittle case of noisy joy. The handheld Gristleism
love with? Luckily, this is the Kind of top that it's perfectly : ¢ unit features 13 loops of sanic blasts, ear-hending
acceptable ta have a flighty crush on, saluting as it does :  drones and damn catchy rhythms, You can twiddle

the still-standing kings of Manchester punk as well as 1 ¢ with the loops via the pitch-shift contral and volume
good old pop art in one fell swoop. NME.COM/stare : : switches, Addictive. Gristielsm.com

.............................................................................................................................................
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CLUES ACRDSS a

1 Arctic Monkays? Weil, that's just nansense at this time of the year (6)

4 “Don’t belfeve in love, don‘t believe in hate/Don't believe in anything

You ANt waste™, 1996 (6-4)

10+99D =i five in an apartment ort the 99th foor of ity block™, The
Roiling Stones (3-3-2-2-5)

17 Nkee pals lank about name aof a band from Manchester {4-5-4)

18 Lou Reed trark originaily on 1972 album ‘Transformes’ with remix

version a Tap 1O hit In 2004 {9-2-4)

19 {See 68 down)

{w«m ”Mq preat track left on the remix version of Mansun album
6-2-3-4~

21+94D Radichead going on the road with a drink to follow (6-6)

34 (See 20 across)

264204 Regarding the attire of sormone with The Maccabess (5-4-5)

31 Kasabian disc s In Bill's flat {1 11)

£ ‘You're The One For Me. ', Morissey (5)

33+3D A personal sense of bemg held dear when with Depeche

Mode (1-4-5)

34+69D It's always difficult finding a mowte with Black Rebel

Motorcycle Club (3-2-4-3)

B {See 15 down)

7 “She said there & noreason, andthe & plain o see*, frovn Proca)
Harum's 'A Whiter Shade Of pale’ (5}

F9+864 Keep damn vevlew, perhaps, of band from New York (7-7)

&1+T3A This will becorne a song for Yeah Yeah Yeahs (4-4)

A2 “well, a few of the verses, we!l they've got me quite cross”™, Elon

Joba (a-4)

43 Continually playing a Longpigs number (2:1-2)

43+6D Red hop pop lit somehow by Joan Armatrading (4-3-5)

&7 {50 102 down)

48 Ves, a tout gets upse1 at an Auf Der Maur performance (5-3)

$3EPs mixed up with the rest by Australian due (7}

E3+884 “You can check out any ime you like but you can never leave™ ~

from which rock [nstitution? (5-10)

86 Weund up band who were wound up in 2004 (4)

87 It's ‘Goodnight Lnknowa' from the man wio introduced us to

Dinosaur Jr, Sebadoh and Folk (mplosion {3-6}

&0 (See 59 down)

62 Really digs Razoclight's ex-drummer (7)

64 Depending or whether The Bluetones do this (2}

&3 “Fmnota__, I'ata machine/Chisel me down until t am clean™, from

Maximo Park’s "Our veloclty' (3}

71 ~We dress the same way, only 6ur thange”, $0 speak

Stereophonics with "Have A Nice Day’ (7)

24 Pick up name of a '90s Britpop band from aerlal tower (6)

TH {See 41 acrossh

76 (See 1 down)

79 “Heito ol friend/1've come o talk with you again™, from
siton & Gilambers e Sounds Of Slence’ (8)

80 “Everyday fs like Sunday/Wwin yourselfacheap___/Share some
grrased fea with me”, Mormissey (4}

B2+83A Elvls Costello to perform tidily H he gets changed (2-8)

86 (See 39 across}

98 (Stre 55 across)

90 Departs from Icelandic group taking part In the ‘Race’ (6)

02 (See 23 down)

O The Sisters Of Mercy gave extra with this release (4}

97 (5ze 67 down)

0@ Kubh {0 get bigger after this chart hit (/)

99 ¥'Cos things go together better than others/Like mank depression

)
II'III Bk, L e | illlill
a4 B B BB REEDN
ol EFSSERN JSEdERRSSER
A BB BB EERBE H N
HERNEYEZN ASEFENNEZES

e
ol e g
e s
foies, i e
Bia B e g, defnty
::E..El'=l=i gl==
illl =Il =.=I=l= HI.II

“dEmnS dumms dnEwEwEE GEEE

and hyper semsality”, 2009 (5-2-2)
100 The firestarter from Prodigy? (5) -
101 "Madea___ and ihrew it up on Sunday”, from Dasks’ ‘Stand T3 Madonna gets a surprise from her dad {2-6) &6 He had an ‘Untitled” alburn In 2008 afier dropping a proposed £ = v
By Me’ () 14 Nothing put into 95 across by member aff Sonlc Youth (5} wontroverslat title {3) %5 3
103 Hata hits being remixed by acclaimed Rough Trade label band of 19+36A The Doors biding their time 'til daybreak ta record 67+97A The dowrdall of Echo & The Bunrymen in 1984 {5-4) I8 4y
earty '80s (4-4} album (7-3-3-3} 6B+294 ‘| Left My Heart In 5an Fra wdsto' he sang as be went to ~ 4 § )
104 A Cestain__, who were on bath Factory and Creation [abels (5) | 16White Lies are linished (5) | Glastonbury In 1998 (47) gg £3
103 Masked heavy metal band from Finland who won the 2006 22+B1D Interpol do a brilliant swilch (or thels debut album (4-2-3-6-8) &% {See 14 across) F 2 2
Eurovision Sang Contest (5) L3eTRDNZA “The slifcon chip inside her read gets switched ta 70 Having no money at i1, The Beta Band then got their frst hit {5} = a8
108 Half Man Half Biscuit, being neady typas, went ‘Back in The __* overiaad™, 1979 {1-4-47} 72 0ne’s cake has to be cut up by US country racker {4-4) Es' 3 3
{1-11-8) 23 Lousy RIngo turns up for Franz Ferdinand 2-3-5) 73 New Yorkers who becarne 'Civilized' this year (10 E& T
107 Linkin Park not playing at all lgud or powertul {5} 27 As | let duty semehow go to Almee Mann's old band (3-7) 77 "Hate It Or Love It', he gk it with 50 Cent (4} IR Ex
108 “The wild and wintdy ___ that the rain washed away™, [rom Tha 9 German act with "90s Top Five hits inciuding 'Ecuador* and 78 (Sce 23 down) L v
Beatles' ‘The tong And Winding Roao' (5) ‘Wysterious Times' (4} Bt Evidence Ihat David Gray wasn't there at this recording (5) E= ]
109 {See 9 down) 30 Afbums iy Yes and Tani Chiids showing an alllance (5) 84 A very cool name for an Indie band based b Brighton in the ‘80s g%
140 Put your hands together for MC Hammer (4) 21 (5¢e 33 across) was1d__Bears (4} 25 =§
¥ Nothing comes before terribile anger an an Al Stewart 2lbum (6) BS “Ralsed i, +1'm not ke that™, The Strokes state what state.. k"] § 5 2
28 0ld rock band 10 appear a decade latar (3-5-5) 1t's 'Hard To Explain’ {8) as ‘.g
CLUES DOWN &0 “if klcks tike 3 sleep (witch/ You wilt choke, choke on the alr you try to | 87 "But you and) will nevey __" during ‘Champagne Supernova’ by R
19764 "Onte | was 3 young man. and all 1 thovght { had todo was smhite™, | breathe™, 2009 (8) Oasks 13) & sz_
a hit in 1967 and 2001 (8-3-8) A4 Band that had a minar hit in 1995 with ‘Wibbling Rivalry’ {5} \‘ 9 ‘Kings 04 The wild * was a hit for Adam And The Ants (8) g -y
2“Have you noticed I've never been impressed by you [riends [rom New | &6>83D “She wroteuponXt, ________,address unknown™, Elvls 91 0K, times have changed for The Dandy Warhals (5-2) gz & S
Yark and London™, 2007 {4-4) Presiey (6-2-6) 9% Went on deteur ta find semegne from either Cingk DVA or The wd ﬁ g‘“
3 Manit Street Preachers’ 2008 cover of a Number Ove hit the previous | @9 The girl from La Roux (4) Mighty Lemon Drops (6} ®g2 g =
year (8) . 50 REM alhum put In the cuphoard 2 33 (See 21 across) g“ﬂ 3
$ Break needed from listening to Gang Starr (4-1-4) K1 (See 22 down) 8 Canadians whe gat the of a "Monster ital' (6) 5" ~§$
& (See 45 across) R Emotlonal performance from Supergrass (6) 96 (See 11 down) 5 s g_ =
7 Is dream sefection rulned by a Red Hot Chili Peppers aumber (31-5) 54 King Crimson studic album partly reduced (3) 97 Sounds like The Cure have given song to Llttle Boots (6} 8§ 8 ]
8 Xlaxons are stil going actualy (3-3-4-3) B8 King Crimson five album partly usable (3) | 99 (See 10 w0r0ss) SInnE
9+109A Spiritualized’s album was allowed to go in decline (3-2:4 4} PP+BOR “Sometimas you're better off dead/There's agun in your hand | 100 ‘Coral ', The Distillers’ album or ‘New __", Them Crooked TR 3
10*L00k al that sk, life’s begun/Nights are warti and the days are and it's pointing a1 your head”, 1985 (4.3.5) Vultures’ singte (4} ZE2Sen
young"™, David Bowie (6-5) 61 These boys may be something else, but their ‘Album’ Is still an 102+47A Tha final movie mada by Kissing The Pink in the '80s (9-4) b ey
144950 The Filthy Dukes get in time ta thelr music (4-6) album (5) £05 US band whose albums Include ‘The Great Destroyer” and ‘Things 2 Eg g
12 Their hits in the 205 induded ‘Al Right Naw' ard ‘Wishing Well' (4) 63 (See 46 down) We Lost 1n The Fire’ (3) ZdE38>
-z | L %, 2600, NATE, Ah Dot Londen, STt 05U, =l
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Yeah, he wrote

that song. And he’s
in the magazine, so
that must mean, it’s
Chriiiiiiiiiiiistmas

and it's never been deleted from the
label’s catalogue! We always knew we
had a hit on our hands - even in 1973

- but we never thought it would still be
popular in 2009. You can’t azk for more
than four and five-year-olds performing
it at their school concerts, can you? I
think, in & way, it’s still as valid as it was
then. It’s very optimistic, lyrically. You
have to remember that in *73 Britain was
going though a recession exactly asit is
now. Miners were an strike, bakers were
on strike, the TV went off at 10pm
because there was no electricity. The
country was in turmoil. That's why I
wrote “Look to the future now/Tt’s only
Just begun”. You had te look to the future
and hope things were going to get better
because they couldn’t get much woerse.
I think that’s valid now. We could have
written and recorded it today.”

IrTuF‘RE s {SLADE
!pnomnmrwoum T

what people have tola me that Noel
Gallagher has always rated Slade highly
because of songs like ‘Cum On Feel The
Noize”. Their version of that was great
and it got & whole new generation of fans
into us. I remember when they played
Maine Road, they invited me to watch
them play and did it for an encore.

To see thousands of people of a totally
different generation going mad over

a song we’d written 20 years before was
wonderful. I actually remember Liam
Galiagher coming into Piccadilly Radio
to do sessions with Oaais when they just
started. Noel wasn't even in the band yet
- 1think he was still working as a roadie
for the Inspiral Carpets. Even back then,
Liar wae a very confident young man.

ade songhtles started

misspellings o
with ‘Coz I Luv You' in 1971. Tt was spelt
like that because I'd written it that way
on the original lyrie sheet. It was Black

82 NME 19/28 Decamber s00g

Country, Wolverhampton/Walsall slang

like you might find written on the teilet
walls or something. Our manager Chas
Chandler saw it and said we should use
itand, for the next few years, we spelt ail
our songs like that. It was a giromick but
it gave us an identity. I noticed people
like Prinee using the same trick a few
years later, but we were the first! The
educational authorities were up in arms
about it at the time, though.”

skinhead look at the end of the 19603,

it was nothing to do with politics and
certainly nothing to do with racism It
was just the fashion of the time but the
trouble was me and Don Powell [Slade
drummer) looked pretty hard dressed
that way and no-one wanted to hook us.
So, eventually, we had to colouritupa
bit. We grew our cropped hairand

i HAT ROCK’N"ROI.I.
HAS TAUGHT ME

| , “TGET PEOPLE |
3 SHOUTING TT’S
CHRISTMASY AT ME

EVEN AT EASTER”

instead of the bovver boots, we started
wearing platform shoes. It became more
acceptable then. That's the look people
associate with us most, even though we
had several locks over the years Jimmy
[Les, bassist] hated all the dressing up
but me and Dave Hill [guitar] were
always looking for a good look onstage.
Tt was as much a part of Slade sz the
music. I always thought that if you
walked onstage with an image, you
grabbed people’s attention before you'd
struck a nate. If you could put smiles on
people’s faces, you were halfway there
already. And if you've got the musie to
back it up, then you're home and dry.”

Christmas stuff this time of year but the

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

funny thing is that, all through the year,
[ get sent about 50 or 60 Christmas
songs written by other artists who
presume that if they got me to sing it for
them, they'd have an automatic hit. I gat
people shouting ‘7t’s Christmacaaasss’
at me all the time, even if its Easter. [t
doesn't bother me because people are
really nice to me and I'm nice back”

el T was gomg a blt stale because Iwas
being offered loads of other stuff on TV
and radio and all sorts, but I had to turn
them all down because of my band
commitments. [ loved the onstage bit,
but I was getting weary of sitting in
dressing roomas or hotels and dealing
with delayed planes. The two hours
onstage were great, but the rest I didn’t
want to do any more. It was great to have
a new challenge and whatever I've done
-be it radio, TV, writing, whatever -
people always seem to respond to it.”
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'70s, the only big market Slade
hadn’t cracked was America so we made
a conscious decision in 1975 to go there
and work on it for two solid years. It did
us a lot of good as a band, but it didn’t do
our careers any good because when we
came back to the UK, punk had
happened and we wera considered
old-hat. We could still tour but we
weren't having hit singles or getting
played on the radio. But we got aresl
break in 1980 when we got asked to play
Reading at the last minute and we stole
the show. The next week, we had all the
front pages and we started to get radio
play again. It came out of the blue at
a time when we'd pretty much called it
a day. Just goes to show you what can
happen in the rock’n'roll business.
One gig can tura it all around #

DID YOU KNOW?

H ‘Merry Xmas Everybody’ was actually
recorded in the summer of 1973 In New
York during a searing heatwave.

N

S The Chwistmas classic features a
harmonium borrowed from John Lennon,
who was recording in an adjacent studlo
at the same time as Siade,

M 1n a poll conducted by MSN In 2007,
‘Merry Xmas Everybody’ was vated the
UK's favourite Christmas song, easily
beating out the nearest contender ‘Do
They Know It's Christmas?’ by Band Ald.
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The No.1 album now ai}ailéple as a special edition
RCD/DVD set... includes original album, Liam H Re-amped
Invaders Must Die, remixes, videos & live films. ..

"red hot" The Observer "music to d0 your nut in" NME
"devastating" Mixmag "rock-fused dance ma;rhem Kerrang
e "back to thelr best" The Dagly Felegraph
TAKE Mr M
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