BOWIE SPEAKS! ;.o
® UKinterview for five years

PLANT FOOD
The growing
pains of the
nation’s new
favourite drug

o

Therapy and walk-outs.
The making of an underground sensation

“Me, 1 hwope that Fm erezy/! feel you
7 Ty It

3

'FLORENCE Vs JAMIET Vs KASABIAN Vs MUSE Vs MONKEYS

b Let battle commence! Nominations shortlist revealed inside
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RADIOHEAD, LOS ANGELES
24/01/10

adichead tock a break from the
studho at the weekend to play
aone-off gin in axd of Oxfam’s
Haiti Earthquake appeal.

In LA to wark on the follow-up
to ‘In Rainbows’, the band took 11me cut from
recording to stage the fundraising show atthe
city’s Music Box Theatre. With tickets sold in
advance via an online auction, the show sav
aRadiohead debut for ‘Lotus Flower’ - a song
which has previously only been performed
solo by frontrnan Thom Yorke.

The gig was part of a wider appeal by Oxfam
toraise money for the survivors of the quake
that hit Hait: two weeks ago, with a host of
artists donanng to an ongoing eBay auclion,
Lats include Damon Albarn writing a song for
the highest bidder, Glastonbury d nating VIP
tickets — and a hwxury shower — while Alex
Turner has put the wh te Stratocaster used in
Arctic Monkeys' video to ‘f Bet You Look Good
On The Dancefloor’ up for sale. The auctions
run until next Tuesday (Feb 2
Oxfam.org.uk for more details.

SUBSCRIBE AND SAVE OVER 30% ON EVERY ISSUE!
Go to www,.nme.com/feboffer or call 0845 123 1231 and quote 10R

Offer ends 28/02/10. For full T&Cs cxll 08451231231
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Hollywood

On MME.COM/artists/marina-and-the-diamonds how

TWO DOOR CINEMA CLllB
Costume Party

This new freebie from the Northern
Irish boys is sweet and edgy, all
F twitchy Foals rhythms and addietive
RLORD

Phoenix glimmers. Ag irresistible as

axclling down a grassy hill
Free download from Ywodoorcinemaciub.com

DIRTY PROJECTORS
Ascending Melody

* Much bl e o synchronised swimming display frer a tangle of cetopuses 1n & poal of
pimp juice, there's no way this shou d work - 1t’s got way too many tentacles failing

_ ata hundred different speeds. The DP ladies’ vocals are even more extrarterrestrial
than when we Jast heerd them on the ‘Temecula Sunrise’ EP, spraying fountains of

. nonsensical joy about Dave Longstre s bungeeing warble. Deliciously obnoxious,
particularly during the indulgent Brocklynite tribal meditation halfway through.

. Freedownioadfrom Dirfyprofectors.net

On NME Radio how

BLOOD RED SHOES
Light it Up

Titnows B gwo* duo s second album is, we are pleased to
telyaw provirqto be abit of a eorkear This insanely punchy;
grurg-" cutatn wistful, melodie verses tipping into awaerld
of erunch and stomnp, is ane of the standouts. Good thing 1t’s
theirnew single, then...

] On NME Raddio now
T RME 30 ssary 2010

- - - - -
Find more magazines at www.magazinese . >3 .
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RETRIBUTION
GOSPEL CHOI

Hide It Away

Fronted by Alan Sparhawk

{he of Low fame),

Retribution Gospel Choir

enlisted the production

skills of Matt Becklay,

best known far his work

with Paris Hilton, post-

breakdowr. Brimey and

Awril Lavigne for their

seeand v vd Luckily

though, the /'ve clung -

tight te tneir powerful riffs and Sparhawk’s bleak
condamnations, with a measure of stad . « grandiosiry
for good measure. Free download from Subpop.com

FUCKED UP
Cranking To So

Here at NME, we love Sonn
Youth. We also love Fucked
Up. So what seemstobe an
incipient war of words
between the two promises
chuckles aplenty. After Kim
Gordon called h-r labelmates
‘dude eave’, Jonah Falco and
Ben CookofFucked Upand ;| S meiREEEEES ;
photographe1 Ben Rayner
wroate this hilaricus diss track.
! ‘Cranking’is erying and
wanking at the same time, by
the way. On Yiceland.com how : On YouTube mow

CTIVE CHILD
Voice Of An 0ld.
Friend (Summer Camp
Bedford Falls Remix)

Not one, but two of our biggest new criushes have
teamed up for this incredible reworking of former
""""""""""""""" Radar love Active Chlld’s divine new single, making us
feel more spoilt than a bratty oik en Christmas morn.
Summer Camp blow away AC’s efflorescent harp
explosions and use their sweet siren call to drag the
original’s languid OMD stylings to the bottamn of a lake,
Oon YouTube now adding cute samples and amping up the '80s kick while
they're down there. More please® On MySpace now

30 Jaunaey 010 NME 5
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WHAT'S HAPPENED. WHAT’S HAPPENING

th

Ippose we’re up
agalnst Kasabian?”

Yes Matt Helders, you Monkeys and those Leicester lads are going head-to-head,
as now we reveal the full list of Shockwaves NME Awards 2010 nominations

he Shockwaves NME Awards nominations
have been revealed in full and - judging by
your votes that made up the shortlist - it seems
Kasablan and Arctic Monkeys are leading the
race to be the UK’s liggest band since Qasls spht
Bnth bands are up for Best Britlsh Band and are
dominating t 3
“I suppose K
Arcl ¢ Monkeys drummer Matt Helders asked NME
swhen told they vrere nomnated. “There’s bands hike
QOasis.. they stoed out” he added. “There's
got to be room for another one of those >
bands. Kasabian have said before that " %
there aren't any proper rock bands ! v
apart fromus and them [don't §
necessarily agree with that
completely, but I know what
they're saying. | think we're
just co-existing nicaly!”
Howeve. la't years winners Qasis
are pomi.at-d again despite splitting
in the summer, so it looks set to be

an are up for that one too, are they?”

one of the most fiercely contested categaries came the
ceremony on February 24 at the Q2 Academy Brixton.
Meanwhile, along vith Best Band, Aretic Monkeys are
also up for Best Live Band, Best Album for 'Humbug',
Best Track for ‘Crying Lightning’, Best Video for
‘Cornerstone’ and the new Giving It Back Fan Award
for offering fana Golden Gig Tickets in singles sold in
Oxfam stores. However, it seems that ‘I lumbug’ can
taste both sweet and sour - it’s up for the Worst Album
anti-gt ng as well. “In trrms of songwriting,
there's not much else like it,” Helders said.
“You have to do a bit of work to enjoy it. It's
not just fish'n'chips - we've done that and now
everyone else is doing it. The interesting
thing about making an album is doing
something new every time.”
Kasabian are up for the same awards
mims Best Track and Waorst Allwm,
but have got the nod for Best
Album Artworkinstead “It's
been a big year for us and being
nominated at the NME Awards

& vt o - -

is the icing on the cake,” the band told us, “We're
all thrilled and hugely honoured. It would be nice
to do the hat-tnck!”

I lowever, it's far from a dead ce that ether band will
became Best Enush Band, Muse and Blffy Clyro are
also nominated - while Mait Bell.amy's group are also
up for Best Live Band and Best Alburn (for ‘The
Resistance’). Best Internatlonal Band zlso looks set

to be a hotly fought category wih 1 he likes of

Yeah Yeahs going head to head

Along with categories Best Blog, Hottest
Man and Woman, this year’s awards also see
the launch of the aforementioned Giving It
Back Fan Avrard which will recognise acts
who go the extra mile for their fans, Lily
Allen’s Tovitter ticket treasure hunt and
Vampire Weekend giving away
‘Contra”s opening track ‘Horchata g
for free “»* a mong the moments -~ po ‘

of generpaty, being recognised. - (
- &

Vamplre Weekend, Klnga Of Leon and Yeah
-

Now see right for the full list!
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BEST INTERNATIONAL BAND

Green Dy
&P

Kings Of teon
Paramore
Vampire Weekend
Yuoh Yeah Yeahs

BEST SCLT ARTISY

BEST WS'W BAND
The Big Plak
Bombay Bicydle Club
Mumtord & Sons
The xx
La Rewx

BEST LIVE BAND

Arctic Monkeys
Kasabian

Supported by
MNime
En .
Them Orooked Yaltwres

SEST ALNGY
Arctic Monkeys - Hombug’
Kasabian - "West Ryder Pasiper Lunatic Asylem’
Supported by Muse - ‘'The Resistance”
hmv
weom

Supported by

=

The Cribs - ‘ignare The (gnorant’
The Horrors - ‘Primary Colowrs

BEST TRACK
Animal Colective - My Girls’
Arctic Monkeys - ‘Crying Lightning’
Finrence And The Machine - ‘Rabbit Heart

- T
HITE o bigeiok-Domines

SEST VID=O
Arctic Monikeys - ‘Comerstone’
somnty O
[NME e Maccabees - ‘Can YouGive It
< ) Oasls - “Faliing Dowr’

BEET LY fvye
Blur at Hyde Park
Jay-2 at Alexandra Palace

Murse ut Teignmouth
Oasls at Heaton Purk
The Dead Weather at
Shovreditch Church

[

'r[

GO TO

\\\ b \;.g
‘ssssrrﬁmm
g Downioad

Ghastonhury
-Reading And  ceds Fastivals
' T i The Park

- | .
. A -

¥ Festival
BEST DANCEFLO®R FILLER °

Dizzee Rascal Ang Arecand. Van Helden - Bonhars®

Foreses And The Machine - “You've Got The Lyve*
L Rovx - “tn For The R (Sikrexm resin)
Lady Gaga - ‘Polnr Facx’

Yeah Yeah Yeaks - ‘Zerg”

BEST TY SHOW
Time prhaipmencre
Never Mind The Buzrcocks
Peep Show
Skins
Troe Blood

BERTY AL
{500} Days Of Semmer
inThe Loop
aglosrious Basterss
The Nwilipht Saga: New Moen
e Tive Wil Things Are

rsT Ve
Kings Of Leon - Live At The 02, London
Flight Of The Conchords - Complete H80
Second Season
The Killers - Live From The Roya! Albert Nall
The Wighty Boosh - FAstwre Safors Towr
RtV - Live Al Reaaing

GIVING I'T BALK AR AWARD
Kasabian and Noel Flelding for free
“¥iad The Wmpaler” video
Danger Mowse for leaking ‘Dark Night Of The Soud
Lidy Allen for her Twitter ticket treasure bunt
Arctic Monkeys for thedr Oxfam Golden Tickets
Vampire Weekend for ghving sy ‘Horchata’
from alown ‘Tontra'

HERD OF TNE YEAR

VILLAIN OF THE YEAN
snel Gallagher
Liam Galagher
Shmon Covrd]
Kaworye West
Latly Gaga

LT NATYEE

D

azines at www.magazinesdd
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TO CAST YOUR VOTE!

ol

-~

NOMINATIONS

2 Laddy Gaga
- it By
- Katy Percy
“ L Galkagher
Elfy Jackmm, Ly Rowx
WOHST ALRUuN
Gapun Oxy - ‘2ist Cenlry Ervalolwey”

PV T AL NI ATWRARES(
e - The Rosisiance’

Sreen Day - ‘23st Ceniry Breakdanm’
Kasablam - “West Ryder Punper Lumatic Asyleem”
The Crils - ‘ignore The ignerant’

Wanhic Street Preachers - “Jonrsal Far Plagee Lavers’

BEST BAND BLOG

HOTTEST WMAN
. Head to NIE.COM wow for the full 2
5O T e -

do

e

N
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WHA I"S HAPPENLD, WHAT'S HAPPLNING

Latest

MANCHESTER

aving played a 10,000-capacity
Manchester gig befare Christmag,
The Courteeners are going back to
their raats for a special Shoclovaves
NME Awards Show next month.
After gelling out the cavernous Manchester Central
. in December, Liam Fray and cowill play the city’s
! intimate Ruby Lounge on February 16.
“Knowing yem can fill a venue 25 imes averisa
: good feeling, the Ruby Lounge is going to be mega!”
* declared I'ray of the show, which will see the band
prevnew their new album 'Falcon’ (out February 22).

Fibehanes wrararabarardrrrararrrararardrarderrrrararratharveratan

KILLED OFF

FOR A WHILE

LAS VEGAS® The Killers are
putting their feet #p, Goitarist
Dave Keuning said the band™
oanrent tour, which ends in
Melbourne on Feb 21, is flintdy to
comprise their “last shows fora
while”. He added: *I1t’s hean slx
years just kind of connected
together, it’s like people just
expect us to do that now-stop "t
we die, but we just want a little
bit of time aff.”” Keuning dented
the band were splitting, shying:
“Not as far as 1 know.” The
band have cancelled their Asian
dates and will instead start
their shows in Australia.

8 lm §0.Janvary 2000

/ DAYS INM

appeéarance

i LA ROUX GOT

Demand for the Manchester Awards Show is
expected to far outstrip supply, co tickets are being
sold via a special cne-off arrangement. They are only -
available from the venue box office to personal :
callers this Saturday (January 30), and organicers ave |
axpect ing big queues. ;

“Let’s face it, it's Manchester, ga it’s gaing to rain
while people are quening so wrap up warm,” i
suggested Fray for thaw looking to bag the best .
spote before the box office opens. !

I more Shockswaves NME Asvards Show news, The !
Chapman Family play Londen Barfly on February 2z. »

rtavathisvarararabarararararasdrararararrrararratrraratararanadn

STUDENT MOAN

OXFORD™® It's heen a bad week for Oxford stude™sand
prisoners. Firstly the university has banned Spotify in halls
because students using the service are crippling the
network Meanwhile, HM Prison Service has banned all
recorded music m communal areas for inmates - despite
the locks on the doors and barred windows, prisons are
‘public places’ and must have an entertainment licence.

THE FUNK
BRIXTON® £lly Jackson
has said La Roux’s next
album will be different to

she’s changed the way
she sings. The duo said
they're already waorking

on new songs.

d more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

CYBERSPACE® (i G0's
Damian Kulash - whose
hand had a 2006 YouTube
hit wilh ‘Here It Goes Again
- apolegised to fans after
the band’s label EM
removed the embedding
option on all their videos
on Lhe sile. “We've argued
wath [EMI] a ot about it. but
we also understand why
they're doing it,” Kulasl
said, adding the label are
worried about royalty
payments for wideos.

KATE
MCGARRIGLE
RIP

MONTREAL® Rufus and
Martha Wainwright's
mother passed away last
week (lanuary 18) after
suffering from cancer. Kate
McGarrigle was a folk
singer herself, releasing

10 albums with her sister
Anna. Paying tribute, Rufus
declared his mother was
“tremendously fruitful®

in her final years.

RIVERS
FLOWING
AGAIN

FLORIDA N Rlvers Cuomo
and Weezer returned to
the live clrcuit last week
{Jan 20), the band were
forced to cancel shows

helng injured In a bus
accident in December.,

TWO
MARLINGS
LOWDONE Laura Marling
has declared her intention
to release two albums in
2010. The singer will follow
‘I Speak Bagause | Can' {out
Mareh 22} wilh a second
record sha aims to record
fora Septemher release.

“He sheepishly told me hed
approached John...”

PAUL MCCARTNEY RECALLS THE
MOMENT THAT HE HEARD
DAVE GROHL HAD ASKED
JOHN PAUL JONES TO JOIN
THEM CROOKED \Fl.ll.TlIRES

evrevees o wen

Jamie T back
in action

WIMBLEDON

amie T threw
away hus sick note,
as he finally got

his UK tour underway
four months late.

The troubadour was
struck down with
axyngiti just as shows
kicked offlast October,
but was fighting fit as
the rescheduled dates
began last week (Jan
19). “We're excited to be
playing again,” Jamie
admitted. I have to
look after myself a bit
more, I've got this
herbal tea- it tasted
weird to start with, but
I'm getting inta it”
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MOGWAI
BURNING
SCREENS
GLASGOV® Mogyeai's new
lve film Burning will be
premiered on February 28
as part of the Glasgow Film
Festival Directet by
Vincent Moon and Nataniel
La Souanec, 1t was filmed
during the band’s Brooklyn
redidency in April last year,

NOT TALKING
TO THE

TANXMAN...
BARKINGH Bilty Braggis
withhalding his tax GORILLAZ2’S
payments in pratest at RADIO HIJACK
Investment bankers’ PLASTIC BEACHE
bontuses. He wants others  NWME Raclio got ‘Pyuc ¢

ta join him untii the last Thursday (Jan 21}
ARE government [Imits by Gorillaz's mastermind
YOU OFFAL bonuses to £25,000, Murdoc Kiccals. The

cartoon creation plugged
GLASTO GETS into the station's
HOTTER airwaves just after 3pm
WORTHY FARME Hot Chip  spinning tunes by The
appeared to eanfirm Harrars, The Dead
themseives for this year's Weather and the actor
Glastonbury festival last Kirk Douglas. He
week, Though being coy promised to play some
about the booking, the new Gorillaz sahgs too,
band sald they would saying, "I'll be back.”
“ba in Somerset in June”. Keep tuning into
The festivai takes place NME Radio for more -
between June 25-27 at we don't know wiy but
Worthy Farm. So far, U2are  February 3 saunds like

Simian serving
vile ‘Delicatessen’
singles

: :  canfirmed as headliners. an mteresting date...
: LONDON 3y S e— e SR
By . Scroohbius Flick
are ravenous for some horrible meat :
new Simian Mobile Disco k_ jelly,” he laughed. STANFORD-LE-HOPE

releases. Heand co- “And we may :
: Simian Jas Shaw are set tounv™ a series have one named erachius Pip is to release his first book, called
: of new singles based on disgustng ‘delicacies’ such after Ortolan. It's a tiny bird you put in brandy live  : S Paatry In @Motion, on March 26, "It’s a
i ag meat jelly, crickets and eating birds alive. ther you eat it as it burns. You have towearahoodto collection of poerns and lyries,” he explained of
i The DJfproducer explained that the techno-based hide the shame?” Ford explained that he had theidea |  thavolume, llustrated by fans he found online, “The
: gingles will be released “every couple of months”, becanse the singles were “weird little moreels of ¢ variationis the thing that really stunned me, because
i kicking off soon, under the banner Delicatessen - techno”, and that it was a ¢ig they played in Tijuana I didn't give anyane guidefines. I said, 'Louk, visually
: also the name of ¢lub nights they put on. “Tt's clubby  last November that sealed the deal. “Instead of interpret one of these poems and we'l tab» it frim
: stuff -what we enjoy the most reallyl” he exclaimed,  having peanuts or pork seratchings they had fried there " Nick Frost, who wrote the boax s fors vord,
i adding that each single will be named after a crickets for snacks,” he recalled “Andina pos hailed it as “full of cool rhymes and gorgtaus pietures”
: partluzlar vile item of food. "The first one is Asplf‘ - vodka barthe} had chicken bresste n gl‘s*‘ = _

JAMES’ |'rcnv SHIN
SEATTLE® Broken Bells' James
Mercer has said that he geared up
the new project with Danger
dolise becaLse life in his main

“I bought th1s rldlcuious
farm and I'm trying to
decorate it so I can move in”

The Shins].” he explained. | didn't

DM] happened to be
having the same kind
of ideas.” The pair's
debutis out on

March B - watch the
video at NME.COM/
artisis/broken-bells.

hand 1he Shins got tao “heavy™. In s,
S wecoine o THEENENY'S TOM CLARKE
s neakoconscerec 2922 A WHILE - TO CONCENTRATE ON
solo album to get away from the
band. “It'd started to (cel heavy [In RURAL ACTWITIES

know what | wanted to do, maybe AMY: OH YES,
asolothingoranewband. SHE DID
And Brizn [Burton, aka WLYON KEYNES® Amy ;

Winehouse was flne: £185
and given a two-year
conditional discharge on

January 20 for hitting the

manager of 3 theatre

during a performance of
Cindereffa last December.

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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Biffy’s
People

Biffy Clyro are planning
another side-project - and

YOU could be in the band!

[though he's expecting *abe busy with his
main band all year, Biffy Clyra frontman
Simon Neil has revealea that he intends
to fallow Marmaduke Duke with an even
more ambitious musical experiment.

“T had this brainveave a while ago,” Neil explained
of hie latest venture “I'm starting a new band called
People - 1t's gonnabe a gD band.”

Neu) says he's been working on the project - which he
wants to be the ultmate bndgmg of the gap between
band and audience - for some time “Basically I'm
gonna wnte an album that requires fans to p]a}' along
toit, so that when you come to the show you have to
bring an instrument,” he said. “The songs aren't
actually complete until you play along with it.” The
primary aim of People 1s to push “that amazing spirit
you get at Biffy Clyro gigs to the next level”

To achieve this, Neil aims to record an album (largely
solo, he predicts) that's both incomplete, yet sounds
“100 per cert listenable”.

In spite of Biffy’s hectic schedule, which should see
the band touring latest album ‘Only Revolutions’ for
the bast part of 2010, Neil says he’s kean to viork on the
project as mueh as possible.

Reading about The xx’s recent ‘sound seulpture’
(NME, January 16), where the south London trio
merged their musie with 8D audio visual 1nstallations,
has given him fresh impetus for the project, not least
because he likes the idea of making the People album
sound as delicate as their epanymous debut.

“The ginging on the record would have 1o be the most
important thing on it, definitely. I mean, The e record
is beautifully sparse, you know - it dossn't need
another thing on it,” he said. “Tlove Lhe idea of making
arecord like Lhat, where there’s room for someone to
add a bit of their awn personality so that every mght
you play it's jJust a completely different sheny.”

Live, Neil wants random fans to join him onstage each
night, playing People in ita entirety on whatever
instrument they happen to bring aleng. “It veould be all
the same arrangements, but you'd never know who's
gonna be playing with you,” he enthused. “[ feel like
this is my life’s mission!”

Aside from his People plans, the frontman zlso
admitted hat he shocked himself recently by wnting
haif an album’s worth of new Biffy Clyro material in
less than a forlnight. “We had about two weeks off at
Christnas and we got six new tunes out of it,” he said.
“It’s goed to kmow the writer’s block hasn®t kicked in!”

A couple of these tracks could get an airing during
the band's UK tour starting in April, although Neil's
wary about actually recording anythinguntil the band
have finished showcasing ‘Only Revolutions' live.

“We'll see what happens, and maybe at the end of the

year we'll bring out one as a single,” he suggested.

Head ro NME.COM row to watch vidso footage
of Biffy Clyro’s acoustic scsston for NME Radio
- -

- -

ETINME -

XLy il codmore
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WANT TO GET
A LIVE STREAM GIG

FROM YOUR BEDROOM DIRECT TO THE WORLD

3 MAJOR FESTIVAL SHOWS

2 WEEKS IN OUR STATE OF THE ART LONDON STUDIO

WITH A TOP PRODUCER
AND A FULL UK TOUR

SUPPORTING A MAJOR ROCK ACT?

THEN CHECK OUT...

WWW.REDBULLBEDROOMJAM.COM
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She harangues The Drums!

“Marina wants
a table? Tell her
they're all taken”

Marina And The Diamonds kick off a war of words as 2010’ hot tips feud

both featured heavily in all those Bands
For 2010 lists, but there’s apparently no love
lost betwean The Drumg and Marina & The
Diamands. It seems Brooklyn’s latest flames
are far from amussd by some of Ms
Diamandis’ recent comments.

] heard Marina talk ahout our
music or the radio and she said
there was nothing original about
our song,” said frontman Jonathan
Pierce. “And [ heve to say, Marina
& The Diamonds are nat exactly
. revolutionising musie! Anather
¥ girly-cutesy-eccentric-singer-

3 songwriter type - just what the

§ warld needs! The thing about The

# Drumsiswe have always said from

i the baginning that we didn’t want
1o be experimental or edgy or even

i interesting. This whole band started

“Lightspeed Charqpron,

On digital & double gatefald 7°
fearering 3 brand ncw songs
Taken frum the forcheoming adbum
'Lifx Ts Sweet! Nice To Mect You®
Bghnpeedchampion cm deminomadco. com

ag a selfish hobby, and it has blossomed into something
bigger. We do only what we want to do and, whether it's
original or not, we have never cared. For us, it's only
abaut The Song.”
The results of that uncompromising approach are
currently being finizhed, as the band complete their
debut album, due out 1nlate May.

“I think 1 can be compared to the
transition into autump, like n back-to-
school sort of vibe” suggested guitarist
Jacob Graham of the record, which is
currently being mixes.

“All we really cars about is writing
mesningful pop congs,” said the singer,
citing The Cure’s ‘Boys Dan’t Cry’ as “tha
perfact pop song”, *Pop music used to be

“eally amazing and big labals have really
ade it shit We feel like we're in a place
where we can reintroduce pop musie for
what it cnce was.”

Four 4cF

+here s
LoOVS IN YO

2xLP /CD / DIGITAL
OUT NOW

wiwww fouriet.nel
www.dominorecardeo.cmm

fleneae

British fans will get to gee how cloge they’ve coma to
their lofty ambitions next week (February 4) when the
band kick off the Shockwaves NME Awards Tour in
Newcastle. The band admitted they’re *honoured” to
be cecupying the opening slotshich hae previously
hosted the likes of Coldplay and Franz Fardinand.

“Tt’s a rexlly ingsane tima for us,” suggested Pierce of
fan reaction on their British dates last year. “All these
kids were singing along and it was kind of a moment
for us. We viere like, Wow, pecple are actually
listening tous! It's 20 sxciting because some af us
had never been out of the country before this year.
We had to gat passports!”

NME.COWN

For moce on the Shockwaves NME Awards Tour,
including a vides lrterview with The Drums,
head to NME.COM/awards naw

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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NME: New song
‘There’s Space
For Ol Dat I See’
is about the
aftermath of Sri
Lanka’s civil war.
What do you see
as the issues now?

MLA: “You have a resistance movemant
[Tamil Tigars] and youhave a
governmant. And what the workl has
comsa down to ik that, if you eall yourself
agovernment, you can literally get away
with anything, including genocide [the
army are accused of killing civilians last
year sheltering in a so-callad safe zone)].
And no matter how much evidence has
piled up against you, as long as you have
the word ‘government” attached to you,
you are OK.”

How much pressure do you feal

to speak out on the issue?
“Recording my album’s bean weird,
because ] fae] like if aryone's going

to talk aboat it... [ am the only Tamil
person making rausic [in the west], and
there is seame sort of responaibility. But
at the same time the process has always
also been, How do you rise above it'?
Idon't know what the important thing
isto get out of this, to learn, On one
hand, it’s like, yeah, turn the other

" my whole

cheek, be the better person, and go,
‘Someone has to die’. But on the other
side if [ hadn't lived through it, it
wouldn't be 50 Important to me, maybe.
But I've geen 1z - the most inhumane,
dlagusting racism and violence and all
the sort of stuff I've seen 1a from that
country. I'm more British than Sri
Lankan, I was born in England, 1've lived
in England way wmore than I have in $ri
Lankn, I don't want to have enything

to do with 5ri Lanka, butto me it's
interesting to see the rest of the world
deal with it. ] don't care about the
government and what they're going

to do any more, bacause it’s a barbaric

country and I don't want anything to
do with it. I'll never go there againin

fucking life.”

Wa saw you'ra
not happy with
press coverage
of the conflict,
is that what
compels you to
comment and tweet about it?

“I can't take what anyone says an face
vaiue, because it's run by, like, 18 million

. Sinhalese people and a million of them

are, ike, diehard chauvinist people who

- are wealthy and they have computers
. and they ean put up blogs all day. Do

you think your average Tamil person
in the north whe's scrabbling for water

* and a bit of rice is going to have time or

alactricity to find a laptop, blog, and
have hix say on the imernet? So whose
voice are you hearing? And then you
have governments that control the press

“I can’t just leave the
US — if I left, they
wouldn’t let me back in”

like in Sri
Lanka, where
thay've actually killed journalistg, So
you hava to read between the lines..
you have to be super-smart.”

Finally, returning to your music,

_ you'rq racording your album

wxclugively in America this time,

any ranson why?

*Well, they won't let my mum in [to the
US] and they won't let me out. ITwant
people in England to know that I'm
making this record in my house in
America, but I had no choice. I ean't
lenve, and if Ileave and come back to

England, they won't let me backin, My

' murm’s been to America hundreds of

times. Since the civil war ended last May

. they kind of locked down all the expat

people abroad. So they’va criminalised

everything; you can't make a phone
call to Sri Lanka without being called

* aterrorist. So my mum, who's been

aminimum-wage worker in Britain for
20 ywars, she's worked for the monarchy

_ sewing every bit of every medal that

anyone's ever worn... she's deemed to be
more threatening than tha actual guys

" who are in Sri Lanka, bombing the hatl

out of innocent people. And that'sthe
way Americs sort of works.”

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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WALL OF ARMS

8/10 NME * %% The Guardian %% %% OMM % %% * The Independent

NEW EDITION OUT 1ST FEBRUARY

5 EXTRA TRACKS INCLUDING NEW SINGLE ‘EMPTY VESSELS' FEAT. ROOTS MANUVA
PLUS THE SINGLES ‘NO KIND WORDS’, 'LOVE YOU BETTER’, ‘CAN YOU GIVE IT’
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Listen to Jack’s choices
AME.COM/BLOGS

Right now 'm loving...

‘NORE
NOREAGA
“Right now I'm listening
o and loving ‘NORE' by
Nareaga loads. It's like

! 'gas R&R, but it’s the

_— first thing that the ‘g0s
created that was actually any good,
and some of the rhythms on that album
arereally mtzresting. They're Just sa
different and really disjointed. For me,
1t's one of those albums that brought
those kind of thythms into the open,
and what people loved about it was
that you could etill dance to them
Before hat there was essentially

| only lots of four/four diseo beats.”

3 My first gi

Reviion cou i S
EV] 0 END-ON-SES

AOCIIISU Yl  eVel Welll 1O was WICTL
I was really young - [ can’t remember
what year it was. [t was a place called
the Cliffs Pavilion in Southend. It was
normally a place some art-rockers went
to, but that night Canned Heat were
playing. I think I must have liked their
song on the radio, or something. They
| were really old, 50 or 60 maybe. And
they were masarvely obese. It was bliss
though, I really enjoyed it! I'd never
seen any live musie before, and 1t
was funny as well.”

STICKING A MICROPHONE IN THE EAR OF...

L § JACKBARNETT

These New Puritans

Saturday night song...

‘ON THE ROCK’
MAVADO

w “It’s just a really good
song! He's quite a big
| dancehall z¢l,1t's pretty

insane, butit’s a really
eracking dancehall
piece of music. There's a great beat
and pick assisted vocals, and
there's a gospel choirtype thing.
It's rneant to be inspired by him
being chased by the police, who were
in a halicopter, presumably, based
on the song's title, after he killed
someone on the racks.”

To make me dance...

WILD’
JDILLA
¥ | “Och, that's gotta be
something by J Dilla.
o Dilla But what? How about
Wild “Wild’ by J Dilla on
Makemny| gyt Draft 1ts kind
of a cover of ‘Cum On Feel The Noize’
by Slade, there's a little kid singing
it inthe background, it’s really weird.
It’s got a kind of shuffling, slightiy out
of time beat. It's just got drums and
his httle kid singing, which s so
simple but worke perfectly. And he was
one of the best beat-makers... ever.
Sericusly, ever!”

My karaoke song...

‘SONG TO THE SIREN"

“'m not sure vhy I choose
this.. 1t's just a really
simple song, and 1t has
excellent lyries, They
talk about the sea and
things like that. I'm not going to sing

a normal karacke song, something like
Gearge Michael. I mean, don’t get me
wrang, he is really good, but he's
probably not my forte... nor a Whitney
Houston song or something like that

I don't do much karacke, but I like

the artist in question.”

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

A tearjerker...

I'll choose
this as something that
makes me cry. It's a bit
morbid, but Shostakovich
was considering committing suicide
when he virote this piece of musie and
it's got his name incorporated into the
music, with the Jetters of his name spelt
out in the letters of the notes. It’s
therefore a pretty dark piece of musi
Ilearned the cello part to this while we
were recording our album

Iwish Id written...

'HEY DON'T CARE iBOUT US
FICHA RCKSO
"That 15 the work of a
genic It ron HIStory',
which no-one seems o
rate that much, but tome
it's his best album It’s
weirdly mived, and it’s got these odd bits
of recarding in i with strange distortion
Arrangement-wige it's incredible, it'’s
so sparse. [t’s really get the skeletal
harmony. There's that e*ordal respense
thing whick before then, didn't seem to
be done that much, but since that song
it’s been really big in musie. It’s got
abeaut ful, stomping kind of beat

My first album...

‘NEVERMINLD’
NIRVANA
“It's really quite tough
to remember, but my
first record swas probably
‘Nevermind’ by Nirvana.
Tusedto like Nirvana
when I was really, really young, like
eight or nine - I was sort of a grunger
at an early age. I dan’t kmow whether
I'd choose to listan toit all the time
now, but when I do listen to it, it's
still bliss, it’s just the best power
drive ever. Definiteh a goed album
by a really good band!”

HITYAIX

30 Mmauaryamo NME 17
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LETTERS

YOU WRITE IT, WE PRINT IT, EVERYONE ARGUES

GMT’s decision to make their second

album a “Time To Pretend’-free zone”

(NME, January 16) is some of the best

news I'm going to hear all year. Their first
was much more than three-minute pop melodies.
Even the 14-minute ‘Metanoia’ was a masterpiece that
reminded me of Led Zeppelin, Pink Floyd and Cream.
That they are writing the album with the intention of it
only to be listened to as a whole... words fail to sum up
my excitement. My only hope is that more bands can
draw confidence from MGMT’s stance.

Mark Abirached, via email

Ben and Ancdrew’s ‘no single’ revelations mety be
sending eyebrows skywards, but the signs were always
there. I heard that they didn’t want their record lahel
to release ‘Kids’ so they couldd avoid being tagged as

a singles band — now it seems that since their profile
has ballooned they’ve become confident enough to
stand firm with their obtuseness. Until they actually
have to hand the album in, at least... = JF

18_.!! 30 January 3010

Crime to prEtenu

ALBUM OF THE
NEAR FUTURE?

Thas lacles hike a great year for albuma,
st hope some of my favenrite bande
don't disappamt lile a certain Aretie
Monkeys cid last year I am particularly
locking forward to The Strokes, Foals and
MGMT But my most antiespated album
vrauld have to be Klaxons’. Thenr first
vras a groundbrealang masterpiece
that delved into the world of new rave
and reached places that had never

been discovered before fn the history
of music. So they have gat alottolive
up to, counting on the fact that they
actually release it.

Jack Osman, via email

Who actually cares about Klaxons? Vastly
overrated to be quite honest fthink
MGMT are going to serve up rubbish.
But this WILL be The Courteeners year
Their new alburn is going to blow away all
those pecple crying just because they've
donebetter than landfill indie bands like
Little Man Tate. I don't see bands like that
sathng out 10,000 capacity venues. What
credible London act these days would be
able to sell cut Wembley? *You Overdid Ir,

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

THE LOTW WINS A PAIR OF
TICKETS TO A JAMIE T GIG
AT ANY O, ACADEMY OF
THEIR CHONCE IN THEUK!

Doll’1s sucha tune, as is ‘Cross My Heart
& Hope To Fly', sois *Sycophant’ Tunes
like that rmxed wath the fact that they're
unreal hve makes it a win-win situaton.
It’s the year of ‘Falean’

Seon Atkinasan, vio email

Right on, Jack, it’s increasingly looking
like MGMT, Klexons and Fouls could be
the three farming a Bermudy Triangle
of brain-whirlpooling weirdities that’ll
merke Thesae New Puritons sound like
Lady Gaga — and whether they iy or
fail il be more interesting than the
usual second album Xerox most bands
come up with. With regardsro The
Courteeners, Sean, add another ‘win’to
thut sequence — listening te Falcons
iyrice for the first time made this writer
collectively guffaw louder than

a P& O ferry fog-harn — JF

NASH KILLED

I can't believe Kate Nash1s coming back
with anotheralbwm.. only ayearorsoago
this would have been great news! But,
right now, I don’treally care Having met
bher last July I was so disappointed at how
rude she came across thatI'm not really
afan any more Throw intothe mix that
there’s a song called Dioo Wa Do’ and

I take it even loss sericusly [ don'‘twant
her to become a ‘one-album wonder but
she’s changed so much recently that

I really doubt alkminm number twa 15 geng
10 meet up ta expectations  we'll see
Lomss, ex-fan of Kate Nash, vic amal

I'm more interested in erossing my
fingers to hope that, herving brushed
kim off for second album sessions, she
gets around to working with Dave Sirek.
Lyries abour seagulls over TVOn The
Radio-gtyle thudder-rock elutter —
that’ll wir back your devotion — JF

Nash. rude
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t can’t be illegal if
t’s love... right?

MERY & THE
(AIR) WAVES

Apologles for the crprtal letters (NME,
January 16, when this very Mervwas
annayed by our Oa i= collectors’ issue) -
Iveas very disappointed but T have since
had & he down and I am feeling much
better, especially after reading the latest
issue (Albums Of 2010) - I'm very axcited
about 2010. [ don't read the eover when

I buy, Ijust always assume NME is going
tobe a good read and [ have just
discovered NME Radio on my DAB -
deepiay. The WORSTISSUE EVER
{sorry) wasin 1967 featuring Engelbert
Humperdinck and Tom Jones. ¥ you
catch me meaning again shoot me.
Merv Lee, via emadl

Fve got a copy of that 67 issue lying
around somewhere - think it’s got
The Big Pink’s first live revicw in
theretco —~JF

DRUMMING UP
SOME PRESSURE

Ahhough The Drum: .ooked like
another generic pop band, I thought that
if they were suppasedly representing
‘The New Decade In Musie’ (NME,
Jarmary g}, then they were warth
checking out. After listening to them,
they just seemed alright, nothing more
and nothing less. Now I know your
predictions are not always eompletely
aceurate on who will be the next hig
thing, but such an average band just
seemed like a strange chaice tome.
Metee, Cheltenham

Yup, well, Marz, you've heard our
thoughts and the band’s recorded
cutput, na I guess all that’s left todo
is for us all to camp outur ghe frone
row on Februcry 4 in Newcastla when
the Shockwaves NME Awards Tour
kiche off and they’re on first to make
ot final, DEFINITIVE judgement, is
there? NO PRESSURE THOUGH
LADS,EH? - JF

AN EFFING
ANGRY TEEN

Alright, NME readers. I'm 13and

I subscribe to NME and when I see
negative letters about the two most
famous Gall.gher brothers, wha set the
standard of racln’roll, I hit the roof. I do
not understand people’s thoughts an
Oasis. Imean, they're effing legends for
crying out loud, where have people been
for the last two decadas? [ have only
seen them oncee, at V Fastival last
August at Staffordshire. Their first song
‘Rock 'N' Roll Star’, opened with

abang, Everyone at the entire park

was there for Oasis — that saysit all.
Soall you people who eculdn't care

less about Qasis, fook off. I kmow

they'll alwaye be my inspiration,
especially Noel,

Jess Monls, 13, Manchester

Yeeth, well, Iwas in Chalmsford, when
Snaw Patrol stepped in to headline
after Liam’s "diagnoses’, so T hgve
distinetly less positiva memories from
that payticular weekend. Calvin
Harris was goad, mind — JF

DICKTIONARY
CORNER

Hello NME, 1 believa the top 10 most
used wards in NME (in no particular
order) are as follows: blitzkrieg, missive,
troubadaur, cathartie, penchant,
visceral, ethereal, shtick, cerebral,
myriad. Alsofar too many reviews start
‘(Band name) comes onlike..”. Change
tha seript please, Thanks.

Malv, via email

Sorry chap, mfar too busy editing
my latest Libartines summer 2011
festival reunion rumowr story to risc
to any baiting about NME clichés — JF

THE OBLIGATORY
LETTER FROM
KINROSS

This has ju .t qo: to be the year of Delphic
and/or Ellit Goulding. [ have been
listening to both for a while now and have
been staggered by how seemingly
unlmaovm they were for awhile Delphic’s
‘Aeolyte' is incredible and Pm sure is
going to sound insane at all the festivals
they are sure to be invited to as well.
Calum, Kinrozs

This letter hets been printed purely
because un NME Lerters puge without

some gseribblings from Calum of Kinross

iz a bit like a sundwich without
margarine — nothing really telling’s
missing, but tt still feels a bit wrong
withoutit — JF

SMASHING
SIMPSONS

Please don't tell me that you've missed the
$mashing Pumpkins' latest musical effort
solely on the fact Billy Corgan is going out
with Jessica Simpson. They said they'ra
going back to their rocts - ie, the time
they made their best musie.I'm sure you'll
eat your words when the EPs are released.
David, Liverpool

What does shruggingly possive
indifferenre taste ilke with salt,
anywe) 2.

SEND US YOUR LETTERS

Email: Jetters@nme.con Post: The
Letters Page, NAJE, Biue Fin Building,
110 Southwark St, Londan, SE1 05U
0h, and LOTW winnersshouid email
the same address to cfaim their prizes

GET YOUR
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Rlngmg the changes

Edited by Jaimie Hodgson

|

m a hardcore youth |y

SLEIGH BELL!

chool's 2 rlgH You can admit that
once 1t's done. Even if 'school for
you was teachers veith faces like wet
ham and fat children who can only
breathe through their mouths, at
no other time m life will you be activehv'
encouraged to go out and roll in a field for an
hour whenever the sun shines.

Derek Miller and Alexds Krauss haven't been
rolling in grass together, or K-I-5-8-I-11-G in
trees - they're ‘just’ friends. But as Sleigh Bells
they make a kind of after-schoal pop that ha:
as much 1n eommeon with the elapping hands
of rope-skipping, ponytailed schoolgirls as it
does Yeah Yeah Yeahs, Glass Candy or DMX;
Alexis’ lunchtime ehants etched on blown-out
big-beats like spoken tattos.

Is that becsuse you used to be a fifth grade
teacher, Miss Krauss?

“No

OK.

“There's an innocence and a sweatness ta the
voeals, but I think that's just a natural instinet,
juxtaposing the other things geing on.”

Those “other things” are not innocent or
sweet they're bass slurg down inta the earth
like the fists of maurning giants (‘Crewn On

pi Zomﬁ 30 January 2050

-

The Ground”), and guitar that wails in ways
anticipated since My Bloody Valentine
re-grouped in 2008 (‘A/B Machines’). Less
obnoxious than the racket Miller made before
quithing enlt hardeore titans Poison The
Well 1n 2004, it's music that's nevertheless
keen to make 1ts presence felt - through the
lo fi fug of shit equipment and beyond the
walls of the bedroom that birthed it.

“It was made in my bedroom, bt it’s
definitely extrovert musie,” says Miller.
“T've been really turned off recently by that
masturbatory obsession a lot of - quote,
unguote - ‘bedroom’ or ‘fo-fi” musicians have.”

The lo fiwill be ditched when the duo start
recarding their debut album next menth. It's
been a long time coming - Miller spent four
years acking every girl he met if they egild
sing, before finding Kranss while waiting her
table at a restaurant in New York last summer.

“Most of the girls assumed [ was just trying
to take them home,” he eomplains.

So why didn't you assume that, Alexis?

“ just trusted my instinet.”

Instinet-guided and gut-clever, Sleigh
Bells are a simple band, delivering simple,
potent pleasure. Kev Kharas

OE
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DEVLIN

Just when you thought the UK urban gene
pool called ‘grime’ had ali but dried up, aleng
comes living, breathing, shit-sptting proof
that there ig still another wey.

Hailing from Dagenham Jamie Devlin, 20,
is underground grime’s Great White | lope -
ask any true scene ambassador, from Semtex
to Weotw vod, Having startad cut at13an
pirate radio, his aacension from cult east
Londa  heyo to prime mover in lainng up
the ma nstream has been one built em lyrical
themes of paverty and violence, articulated
wilh a self-effacing, quick-witted awareness.

It's been enough to earn him = spot on
pretty much every urban radio station around,

Bookish ditties paid for with taxpayers’ money

THE CROOKES

As every good guitar-slinging graduate
kmows, hight fingers and/or beneht fraud are
the very foundation of modern roek’nroll -
which is handy because The Crookes are
bards of both. Four wannabe-posts who met
studying English literature at Sheffield
University, their world 15 laced with dusty
books, lashings of pilfered verse, skifffe
filtered through a Smiths gauze and, on one
song, tales of First World War prostitution
Since graduating in June, they've all done tha
honourable thing and... erm, signed on. “I told
themn | wanted to b a journalist. They think
I"m building up my profile and stuff at the
moment,” guitarist Daniel Hopewell admits
coyly. “But itis getting difficult now, keeping

URBAN SOLDIER

The antidote to grime’s sold-out soul

a Number One on digital TV channel AKA's
chart with ‘Landon City’ and a mention in
many a’10 tip-list to boot. “I could never see
myself sacrificing my identity for success,” he
says. “I'mnat in this for sereaming teenagers.”
It's this weark ethic that means theres no
guarantee he'll hit it hig A track such as
‘Community Quteast’, a gritty social
commentary anworking claes life, is unlikely
to get Calvin Harris dancing like a dad - which
can only be a very good thing. Stephen Kelly

NEED TO KNOW...

What: East London street sound bastion
Download: ‘Community Outcast’

BLOG BUZZ

“AllI'm interested in is honesty,” says Harry
Grainger-Howell, aka Lonely Galaxy, London’s
newest one man conductor of collossal
catharsi=m and Spiritualized sized DI'Y
symphonies. “This is the band I started from
seratch in my bedroom. [ used tobe in a punk
band but  wanted to give my songs more rcom
toblossom.”

Only conceived a matter of months ago,
Grainger-Howell’s aching alt-rock under the
guise of Lensly Galaxy is already garnering
giddy praise from the most discerning eormers
of the internet for the way 1t couches 1ts
heartfelt etation i slew-burning Valium
odes. “T hear s0 much music that ig called
anthemie that ig actually just watered-down

Out of the bedroom and into the universe

LONELY GALAXY

emotions so they're universal in a bland,
unreal way,” he says. “I think the most
univarsal songs are ones that are personal
to whoever's writing it, and then people can
project their own experience onto it. I don't
want to force people’s feelings.”

Force them he may well do though,
because hits like ‘Waiting' and ‘Have
A Heart’ should come with a “WARNING:
may cause uncontrollable sense of
simultanecus heartbreak and elation.
Treat with caution” Jock Shankly

NEED TO KNOW...

What: PR Weiritualized
Download: Mave am !

up the pretence. We're having to plan gigs so
we don't miss signing on.” Still, it buys the
band enough time for gigging to have earmed
them he status as Steve Lamacq’s favountest
new band in the waorld.

Hopeswell says most of tha band's heroes were
“poets in ragged clothes, stargazers struggling
for money”, 80 why should The Crockes be any
different? They might just get away with it too
- provided the Jobcentre doesn't throw the
bool: et them first, that is. Mait Wilkinson

NEED TO KNOW...

What: Jingle jangle ragtime singalongs
Download: ‘Yes, Yes, We're Magicians’ from
the gadar blog now

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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Once upon a time The xx were just childhoood
sweet nothings they thought no-one would ever
Hamish MacBain, are they coping now e

omewhere in & snow-covered Ogla,

Norway, deep inside a photo studic an

aridieulsusly cold Sunday night, the
three membere of The xx are huddled elosa together,
standing in & corner. In 24 hours’ tiine, they have
a show to play at the city’s 500-capacity Garage, but
right now, Romy Madley Croft, Oliver Sim and Jamie
Smith are acquieseing to the NME photographer’s
requests to move about slightly. They politely decline
when something makes them feel uncomfortable.
Romy doesn’t want taa much make-up; Oli won't wear
ajacket with too short sleeves; Jamie won't stand
acertain way, Every time there is a slight change of
set-up, the three congregate around a Mac watching
images pop up, commenting on each one. They've
had a year of being photographed now, and are keen,
as they always have been, to be as in control of all
aspects of thear band o, possible. This, afterall, is
important. Thie 1« theirfirst NME cover.

“I didn’t think we were a big enough band to
be on the front cover of NME,” says Romy. “Twas
pretty shocked.

“We only found out four days ago,” Oliver continues.
“$o I haven't thought about it too much Thaven't even
told ny parents. But [ was kind of in two minds about
it. Obviously when we ware told it was lke, ‘Wow’, but
my biggest fear about us is that I'd hate to be forced
on people to the point where it's like, ‘That’s enoug

The truth is, The xx are rapidly ceasing to operate
on any kind of underground level. Their appearance
on the cover of this magazine caps a six-mo=th period
in which their debut albam has quietly crept into
the lives of more paople than they could ever have
imagined. One only has tolock at afl the Albums Of
2009 lists to see this. As well as nestling there or

way into the favourite recard lists
broadsheets, women’s magazines,
and anywhere alse you care to loole.
become, ajbeit slowly, a genuine
sensation “The way it's worked ocut refle
personalities,” notes Romy. “BEven at
said ta people that we had been playing gige.
just found sut ahout cur MySpace and were lik
you make music.' It feels quite natural that peg)
have discovered us the way they have.”

XX

he more people whe beeome interested

in The xx, the more those people want

to knovz about them. Almost exactly

12 months previous to today, they were
posing for our New Music Of 2009 issue, and Romy
was shyly explaining how when it came to recording
her and Oliver’s impossibly intimate boy-gir vocal
parts on album “xx’, they were like, “'No, you first!"”
Little has changed. In person as on record, they are
private peaple. They will speak openly, but only when
spoken to. Again, like their music, their responses are
minirnalist, with rarely any bodily movement to
accentuate a point. They have often stated that,
lyrically, they've ahvays written with the thought that
no-one else would really hear their words. Thus
questions about gpecifics - are they singing these
pillow talk-litterad songs ef love to each other? Hnot,
then who is tha “you” who crops up in every cther
couplet? - are rebutted thus...
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Generation xx (i-r}:
Jamle, Romy, Ol

Qliver: “I'm reluctant to go into detail about my lyries.
Just thinking about my favourite songs and how [ fit
theim to ;my own personal experiences, if the person
that wrote it explained exactly what they meant word
for word and it didn't fit n1y own perscnal
interpretation, I could imagine it being heartbreaking
So I wouldn't want to destroy anybedy’s interpretation
of what they think we're Lrying to say.”

“The thing is, there’s even mystery between me and
Oliver,” aays Romy. “We haven't always explained to
each ather what exactly we mean in every single word,
and as the songs are sa made up of both of our parts,

I can't actually explain to people what a song is entirely
abeut. We have definitely spolten a lot about the album
since it’s come out...”

By this, do they mean pnivately to each other?

Romy: “No, mare to each other in mterviews.

Once people had heard the albuwn. Onee we had to talk
about them.”

With a view to looking forward and writing more
sangs, then, does it perhaps worry the pair that they're
now going to be writing words kmowing, at the back of
their minds, that a lot of people are going to hear them
and that they'll have to talk about them? Especially as
that nakedness and intimacy is what people find so
special about the band?

Oliver: “Delinitely.”

Romy: “I... 1 think we maybe think differently hera”

Oliver: “I'm gonna dehnitely find it weird [t's just
alot engierto be more personal and honest ¥ you're
thinking not too many people are gonna hear it, so
I think it’s just something that I'm going to have to
bloek cut of my mind”

Ramy- *T think that we've had a lot of experiences and
have been subjected 1o a lot of the new music, and
I think that's positive, It vas kind of a b1l of & therapy
for me at some stages of the writng so I still try and de
it [ike that and not think teo much about it

“The second alhum has to be quite different,” Jamie
concludes, “People have gaud 1hat it kind of represents
a mament o bime, whichis true. So ifwe;ust veent and
did “omething too similar pesple would say that we're
aanerick band, So things have to change”

Of course, one other thing that will differentiate the
creation of the second st alburn from tha first is the
fact that, as of Octobe 28, 2009 (Jamie's birthday),
they have been a three-piece, Keyboard player Baria
Qureshi left on the night of a show at London’s Village
Underground They describe the departure of their
childhood friend as “heartbreaking”, yet if the show

tomorrow night 18 any indication, The xx are now
firmly settled and, in fact, seem much more
comforiable as a three-piece

Oliver: “I think se.1 kind of feel the biggest kind of
impact to Baria leaving was on the Jive show. And at
the moment I think were probably the strongest we've
ever been live, So [ think we've embraced 1t quite well”

Has it also got something to do vw-h being relieved?

Oliver: “Yeah. A big part of why B_ria left vwas that the
social aspect wasn't as it used to be The touring and
the amount of tima we wera spanding together just
brought it to light that things had changed and we'd

“TM RELUCTANT TO GO INTO DETAI
TO DESTROY ANYONE'S INTERPRET.
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grown apart and into different people. It wasn't... it was
quite awkward and.. erm..”

Did you check, a couple of months on, to see how she
was doing aver Christmas? Just to say hello, how are
you getting on®

Romy: “I think it's like a divores. You know, you need
abit of breathing time”

And you're still in the breathing time?

Romy: “Yes.”

It must be a tough decision, as a musician, to leave
aband with as much praise being heaped on it ae The
s have had. Do you think she will make musie again?

Qliver: "Erm, I don't know. L honestly don't know”

How have relationshipes within The xx changed over
the last year? Has being n the band and yeur success
meant that you religh titme apart abit more?

Oliver: “We did spend time apart this Christmas
break. Nat out of bemng sick of each ather or anything,
we just wanted to make sure we got inta aur own
individual space ”

Romy: “I went aveay and I think it was kind of healthy.
But I mean, now I feel closer to Oliver and Jamie than |
have ever done. It was a nice natural thing to have a bit
ol time apart and [ think it makes vnu appreciate
everything more, But ] think at the point when we stop
touring properly, it will go back to being exactly the
way 1t was.”

xX

he way it was goes samething like this.
Aside from vague memories of playing

in the sandpit together at a very early age,

Romy and Qliver cannot remember the
exact momeant they first met But in the houses of both
their parents are their ‘progress’ backs from nursery
school. “Most of the pictures in mine have got Romy
in them,” Oliver says. “There’s one picture of the two of
us aged about three sharing a xylophone, with ‘Ramy
and Ol love musie ¢lul’ wyitten underneath ” This
super-early enthusiasm for music was strengthened by
axposure to their parents' cooler-than-normal record
collections - both can remember the sounds of Talking
Heads, Chris [saak, The Cure, The Smiths, Joni
Mutchell and Tina Turner As the two of them got
alittle older, the influence of Oli's sister - four years
his senior - started ta shew “Bg with older siblings,
you kind of svant to take their stuff,” he adds. “So
she introduced me to a lot of R&B: TLC, En Vogue,
Aaliyah .. that kind of scene.”

By the time they arrived at a “cool, creative” Bousfield
Prnmary School, the future two singers of The xx were
developing other interests, Romy’s mother was an art
teacher there, who used to teach an after-school lesson
a couple of days a week. Since she would drive her
daughter and her best friend home from school each
day, the two of them would stick around for art chab.

By day, wn their normal classes, they would sit next

1o each other, too. As they progressed o Elliott
Comprehensive, aged 11, they were put in the same
elass as Jamie and instantly became friends. “It feels
sveird that he wasn't part of that whole nursery and
primary s *haol thing,” says Oliver. “It's that same ldnd
of relat onship kind of sibling-y, [ supposa. Although
I've only known him almost half as long as Romy, we've
still both known him since we were 11. So we have done

most of our growing up together.” Along, later, with the
now-departed Baria, it was here that they started to
really get inte bands.

Placebo were a big one Romy vras briefly into Red Hot
Chili Peppers. Jamie introduced Oli to Zero 7. By 13,
Romy and Baria were going “a bit darker” (“but not
goth™) in the way they dressed. This had an influence
on the other two, although Oliver remembers wearing
“Quite a Jot of vhite, with light jeans” at one early 2ot
gig. At 14, just as they were starting to pick up
instruments, they first went to Reading Festival nder
the chaperone of Oliver's “hardcore Whita Stripes fan”
mum “The White Stripes was my first gig, which she
tool: me to,” he says. “Then she took me, Romy and
another friend to Reading when they were playing. She
was pretty hardcore - she came with us to see Peaches,
she braved the main stage crowd to get to the front for
the Stripes. She went through The Streets, Dropkick
Murphys, Morrissey. Ther | remember us gomg back
pretty much every year”

By this stage, The zor were starting, tentatively, to
make musie together. Qliver switched to bass after
finding his guitar teacher “a little ereepy ¥, Romy taught
herself. On his 14th birthday, in faet, Oliver received
his first bass which, though temperamental, by a
strange twist of fate helped out his band immeasurably.
A few years later, on the eve of an early gig, it broke,
foreing its owner to send aut a My Space bulletin
asking whether anyone had a replacement he could
borraw. “It was Katie from our lahel, Young Turks, whao
offered to lend me hers.” The band struckup a
friendship with the label that would uitimately give
thetn space and time to record the debut album

And the rest, as they say

XX

t was back in October, backstage after The xx’s

show mn New York, that Courtney Love accosted

her (and averyone else’s) new favourite band in

their dressing room, informing them that they
made “total doing 1t music”. She has been far from the
only person to show her appreciation in pergon. “I've
been out for drinks and somecne has come up to me,”
says Romy, “and they've just stopped me and said,
‘Thank you’ I don't really know how to respond to
stuff like thar

LS ABOUT MY LYRICS. I DON'T WANT
ATTION OF THE SONGS” OLIVER SIM

THE XX

Do Romy or her bandmates have a clear sense of vshat
itis that o many paople find so special about their
band? Ahout who an yo fan is, or what they look like?

*The crowds at shows and the views that I've heard
have al, been so different,” Oliver says. “In, say,
Londo.., «ou get alot of people turning up who are over
30, and I think they ean identify with it because of
gimilar feelings they felt when they were cur age. In
ather places, the erowds are alot younger, and I think
theres the teen angst thing that we lean towards.”

This is backed up by the mixture of people who turn
upto see them in Qalo’s sold-out Garage the next night
There are teenagers sporting black T-shirts with a
white %’ on them, but there are alsa couples resting
their heads on each others’ shoulders, Early in 2010,
it seerns The xx are starting to inhabit a similar place
that Portisheud’s ‘Dummy’ - a vecord that was released
almost exact.y 15 years previous to o'~ did half a year
after it came out Both were championed for an
uncemfartable-yet-strangely-eomiorting sense of
intimacy upon release, much swhispered about by
hipsters in the immedhate aftermath, then dominated
end-of4rear polls and made their way into the homes of
Lhe vider world.

What happened to Porushead, though, was that their
album spawned legions of copyists whe took what they
had done and watered it down into“‘chill-out’, making
a more insipid version of the sound of Dummy’
unavoid: ble, thus making the original piece of work
almost impossible to listen to with the same affection.

“There 15 every chance the same thing could happen
with ‘z¢’. Which 1s even more reagon to enjoy it, and
cherish it whileit is still yours.

PLAY TOGETHER
STAY TOGETHER?

Romy's saying Bwe'’s deparmire was “lilee g
divoree” seems the perfect deseription for the
fracturing of a band who have knowm each other
their whole lives — the years spent ereating a sound
and athos unique to them ended up driving them
apart just when it began to unite others.
The case for and against forming a
band with friends is triv loy — Bambay
Ricycle Club, Phoenix, Radichead et al
have translated teenage bedroom jams
to something lasting. Yet, look at John
Squire and lan Byown — they met at
senior school inthe easly 1980s, only
for thefr band and friendship to fracture
irreparably 12 years later. Then there's forming

=

who shared a womb would envy.

Does the key lie in knowing each other
inside out, sharing the same loves and
armnbitions? Or do bands need strangers’
experiences to stay interesting, to
continue challenging themsalves, to
avoid stagnation? It’s an unpradictable formula
as The xoc have shown - even a band who seemed
te have such a unique chemistry ended up
suffaring a slight meltdown. Laura Snapes

“
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Too late, Yeasayer, you are.
Ash Dosanjh meets the
NYC trio spearheading

a new wave of bands who
favour talent over talk

o ba great 15 often to be misunderstood. From

The Vetvet Underground to Wire to Pixies,

history is littered with bands who failed

commercially only to be avarded cult status

years later. Once upon a time, Yeasayer were

such cult-herces in-waiting. Now thay've
decided they!l have their success right now, thanks

For all those that skirted over the Brooklyn trio’s

debut back in 2007 for being the same kind of abhstraet
and sometimes impenetrable whimsy offered up by the
Animal Collectives and Grizzly Bears of the world,
brace yourselves. New album ‘Odd Blood” might just
transform Yeasayer into icons of the '10s.

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

Still, when NME 1vacks the band down to a spacious
apartment 11 *heir hametown of Brocklyn, Chris
Keating is jittery at any prospect of being a 215t
century poster boy. “I don't want to be on MTV, I dont
svant to have to be on a beer commercial. That shit1s
comy,” muses the frontman before he and bandmates
Anand Wilder and Ira Wolf Tuton jokily attempt to
define their sound. “Madular pop” with some “eye-
bleeding funkola”, they improbably decide.

Awash with flourishes of ornate electronic wizardry,
‘Odd Blood’ is a record of dizzying variety that
exchanges the mugginess of ‘All Hour Cymbals’ for,
dare we say, transcendental pop sensibilities. Flitting
from the anthemie ‘Ambling Alp’ to the Toto-tinged
‘Madder Red’ to the dance-funk masterpiece ‘ONE', it
offers a succession of huge choruses, lending credence
to the bold prophesy of the track ‘Rome’ “Rome is
gonna be mine/its just natter of time”. 1 he confidence
is not misplaced. 1t's impossible to envisage Yeasayer
shipping under the radar this time arcund. Not that the
band are axpecting everyone to come on board.

“T think the guy that got Yeasayer’ tattoced on his
calf because he heard our first record got that tattoo a

Yea men (t-1):
chide, Anand, Ira

little early - because we're not making that record
again,” laughs Tuton. “A lot of people will follow ug with
‘Odd Blood”. A lot won't Our debut pulled from alot of
influences 90 we were set up to go 1n any direction.”

Fumigating the sound was a priority. “During the last
record we were listening to ambient musie and old
recordings that sounded really hazy,” recalls Keating
“We wanted to push voeal harmonies and a communal
voice. Rhythmically, we've always been mspired by
dance musu production, we fust didn't really go for 1
on the first record. We wanted to make 'Odd Blood’
cleaner. Move all the haze away. Part the clouds”

The result is an album that doesn't just unleash the
opposing forces of soft-rock, electronic indie and disco,
but maneges to sound fun without being chirpy or
astentatious. An intense sense of purpose guided ‘Odd
Blood’; s0 determined were Keating, Tuton and Wilder
not to let anyone stand in their way that they ditchad
drummer Luke Fasano because he simply “didn't get
along with everyone”,

“When you're in a band, you're living with everyone
allthe t.me,” says Tuton “These guys are basically my
girlfriends. Except we don't sleep together..”
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“But we mght start,” adds Keating.

“If there’s anything that’s gonna get in the way of that,
it's gonna get in the way of productivity,” continues
Tuton. “It’s pretty hard to keep your samty even when
you really love each other. But if there’s anything that's
gonna get in your way it’s gottago”

And so, onee it (sorry, he) had been raplaced with
percussiomests Jason Trammell and Ahmed Gallah,
Yeasayer could embark on the some overhaul Though
let’s not forgat that there had baen mueh to admire 1n
‘All Hour Cymbals’, with its implausible and
schizophreme mix of Afrobeat, Fleetwood Mac and
choral-chanuing mfluences, and 1ts tales of global
disaster, weather change and all-out parancia - the
al-times lentative record was avershadawed by the
towering success of early peers MGMT

“MGMT's record was far more commereial fthan
ours],” says Wilder “We're nat disappomted with the
reactian to ‘All Hour Cymbals’ We're just happy ta be
touring and living off our music *

“This 16 what we da for a iving now,” adds Tuton
“How can you be disappointed malking records®”

You cant And it’s refreshing ta leayn that, for all
Yeasayer's sudden tunefulness, money and adoration
are lesser priorities for the band.

“There’s this tabloid culture for musicrans in the UK,”
says Keating “Especially for Pete Doherty. In my
opimion, he'’s completely talentless, a total fuckup A
total junkie fuck Get that guy aveay from any lad. Get
that guy the fuck away from music. But for some reason
he's on the cover of every magazine. It's not the same
here. We don't have that musical tabloid culture It's
more Hollywood celebrity I can't relate toit at all and
{ have no interest in1t.”

The vid for ‘Ambling
Alp' sau

curly mop and hideous string vests (for today’s
meenng, at least)

What’s mare styikung, though, 16 how deftly Yeagayer
have avoided the ‘dufficult secand album’ trap that New
York peers such as The Strokes and Interpol fell into

“Those guys were going for such a speaific image,”
says Wilder “That’s why they had sophamore slumps *

“You want people ta like your record But the eircle of
quality eontrol 15 this,” adds Tuton, pomting around the
room “If these guys are happy, P'm psyched ”

“I saw the guys from Interpol m Coney leland ance,”
recalls Keating, off topic "It svas, like, 110 degrees and
they svere wearing swits on the beach Those guys
wanted to get recogmised. REM had to make three
albums before the world cared. They kept doing thefr
thing and being there and they never went away, they
were never subjected to trends or a fickle fanbase

And 1t seems that there’s nowt so fickle to the

Yeasayer boys as hoary old rock’n'roll.

“1 DONT WANT TO BE ON MTV. | DON'T WANT
TO HAVE TO BE ON A BEER COMMERGIAL
THAT SHIT IS CORNY”

He's on a roll now “We're never gonna be the nextbig
thing It's not our goal [ ean’t picture 1,000 people at
one of our shows and itbeing fun It’s fun if they're inta
it, but f some teenager is there because 1t’s suppased to
be cool or hyped up, 1t just seems lame tome

So you wouldn't relish the chance to play stadiums
alongside elder statesmen of roek?

“If Uz asked if we wanted ta open up for them we'd say
no,” responds Keating, chuckhing at the vidieuiousness
of the propasinon “If Paul McCartney wants us ta
open vp, haw abaut thes: ‘Fuck off! I'd hike to hang eut
with you, but I'm net doven with that sint’”

Degpite the rhetoric, t’s clear that Yeasayer aven't
entirely unconscions of their image Indeed, they've
already made a few changes Tacitly acknowledging
that the band were once a tonsorial and sartonal
nightmare, Wilder has long since lost hus flowing locks,
while Tuton has abandoned his Kevin Keegan-style

“I don’t really know what rock’n'roll 1s,” says Keatng,
resolutely. “It’s just a term for dudes in a band
Especially 1f it’s white dudes inaband Ithink thereisa
real fetishised 1dea of cartain instruments, ways of
dressing and antiquated 1deas of ways you're supposed
to make musie that’s romantieised. You should always
try and do something new Embrace the technologieal
world you live in.”

Tuton elaborates: “We didn’t start a band because
we all agreed what our favourite band was [just want
to be 1y a band that has some longevity, warlang on
musr: together”

“I grew up listemng to electranie music and hip-hep,”
adds Keating “So I'm always trymng to fiqure eut how
to Incarparate that mta a band Ionly say obnoxious
things hite Muddy Waters created and destroyed
rockn'roll because peaple assume we're arack band ”

“At the end of the day we're trying to enjoy what we're
domg and make musie that excites us,” says Tuton
“I'm defimutely conscious of not being so obtuse that
people are like, ‘What the fuck is that prog shit? -
although I kinda wotld Like to do that at some pomt.
But to sully yourself worrying about what other people
expect, and what they’re gomng to enyoy from you kinda
musses the pomnt for me ™

The pointis this Yeasayer are back, and this time it's
all about modular pop, eve-bleeding funkala and
melodhes that will r1p vour heart out There’s not much
that can be misunderstood about that.

NME GO S
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AND NOW FOR SOMETHING
COMPLETELY DIFFERENT...

Ten other acts who radicall ch?nnﬁed
their sound between their

second records — with differing
degrees of success...

Eschewing hairdressers and getting
into paisley blouses, the king of the
chameleons’ folksy, huppyish stylings
on ‘Space Oddity” were aworld away
from s smart, mad 15h self-titled debut.

Damon and co's move from sub-Stone
¥ ' Roses bagay on ‘Leisure’ to ‘Madem

i Life Is Rubbssh”s arch mod-pop paved
the way for ‘Parkhife’ and thus a career
chocHull of signmifteant styhistie shafts

OK, so they did 1t wath their third
albumn rather than their second, but
the Quo’s shuft from the psychedelic
‘Prctures Of Matchstick Men’ ta the
boogie-tock of ‘Down Down’ was a seisrmuc shift.

e &

After afew years of infamy making
half-naked girls 1in cages gyrate to
their X-rated rap metal, 1t took the
tnos second album, ‘Paul’s Boutique’,
toset them up to be the coolest band of the *gos
ﬁ gentle ballads, the kinks of which
were woned out on its far better and

more successful follow up, *‘The Bends’

*Pablo Honey', released in 1993, was
packed with noise-core anthems and

The wail of garage fury on theiy debmt
nught have made us take natice, but it
was the considered krautraek of

‘Primary Colours’ that showed us they

Kickstarting thesr career 1n 1983 with

could da sophisticated as well as sereechy
the soppy and unselfeonsciously twee
‘It", Pulp followed up therr debut with

& the somewhat more scary, spocky and
more clearly Cocker-esque ‘Freaks’ four years later.
n ‘The Sun And The Moor’, replacing it
with prano-led schmindie rock which

was equally as middle of the road.
album. 80s soft-pop maestros who

! hung with Erol Alkan. Effect blessing

for fans of pure pop/personal hygiene everywhere

‘The Kallers 1t's not OK to like' chd
away with the synths and guyliner on

Furst albume 1sland-dwelling crusties
who hung with their dad. Second

N

MY After being dropped, Camden cunes
Menswear did the only thing they
could release a frickin’ country

. Sl record Sdll playing on the jukebox
at faded Britpop Mecca The Good Mixer
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MEPHE

PLANT FOOD

1S GHEAP,

LEGAL AND FAST
BECOMING THIS
DECADE’S FAVOURITE

NEW DRUG.

BUT IS IT GOING TO
REVOLUTIONISE ....
POP GULTURE. . .

Sam Wolfson

MEPHEDRONE
Plant Food

4-meihyimeathcathinone

e

*

Net for human
| consy 0
- Rcsearch LS8 untlnm .

“OR JUST KILL YoU?

hey can even kill”
shrieks the tagline fora
new public information
poster warning against
the dangers of legal
highs. You might have
seenitatabusstoporina

train station — it’s the one with

a picture of a basin daubed

with thick red blood and

a photograph of abag of
mephedrone with its now-
infamous disclaimer printed

on the label: Wot For Human
Consumptior!’ It’s intended

to scare you, But should we

be frightened?

28 NME 30 Jannary zo1o

Although the number of people using
mephedrone has sky-rocketed over the
pastyear, this is the first time thera’s
been an official campaign to discourage
1ts use. According to the West Yorkshire
police, the poster’s creators, the
campaign will “dissuade young people
from taking substances which, though
legal, can cause damage to their mental
and physical health, and even death”.

These are bold ¢laims to make about
a d.rug government scientists are yet to
test, Although they predict that it has
similar dangers to other amphetamines
such as ecstasy and speed, the head of
the Advisory Council on the Misusa Of
Drugs has described its dangers as
“unknown”. And despita the Daily Mail
linking the tragic death of 14-year-cld
Gabrielle Price to mephedrone, a police
report later identified the cause of death
as bronchial pneurnonia, There have
been no other British death+ associated
with mephedrone use.

The Chinese whispers ahout
mephedrone’s effects are a result of the
warp speed at which it has become
popular In 2008, mephedrone didn't
even have a W.lkip.dia page. Now
Google 1s chock-a-ulack with advice,
messageboards of personal experiences
and, eruecially, suppliers - willing to
deliver this legal drug to the door of
anyane with a debit card.

So is mephedrone the kick vp the arse
your endorphins have been sating for
or = dangerous chemical that plays
Russian roulette with your brain cells?

Sometimes called ‘miaow miaow’ {in
the north of England where 1t's often
mixed with Ketamine), ‘bubbles’ in
Scotland, where doing & gram is referred
to as “taking a bubble bath®), ‘cat piss’
(by London hipsters botherad by its
litter-tray stench) or, most commonly,
‘plant food', mephedrone isn't mentioned
inthe Misuse Of Drugs Act - the
government legislation that outlasws
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substances such as cocaine and cannabis.
It can be sold legally as Jong as s net
expheitly for human consumption.
That’s why online retailers with names
ke Happy Plant Shop and The Midnight
Gardener label it as plant feeder. Some
continue the gag by selling it alongside
vegetable seeds and offering gardening
advice, “Add 1g to your watenng can and
water 0. avoiding eontact with the stem,”
suggests one, Oh, plant food, if
Titchmarsh eculd see you naw...

n the past half-centwry of pop music,

drug+ have been through some ups

and downs. In 1959, Miles Davis
bunged Billie Holidsy a hundred dollars
which she “sed to feed her herain
addietion A few months later, Holiday
was dead and rock’n'roll's turbulent
relationship with drugs had claimedits
first superstar. By the '60s, cannahis and
LSD were integral parts of the counter-
enlture moverment. Hendrix, The Velvet
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Undergound and The Beatles took
drugs to make musie that people on
drugs would hstento By the time that
generaton finally came round {some
time in the late "30s), the mvention of

electronic musie had given drug culture

anewimpetus Flower power parents

had spawned a gqurning progeny, happy
to dance n fields for days aslong as they

were sorted for Es and wizz
Since the Crirmnal Justice & Publie

Order Act banned cutdoor raves 1n 1994,
there have been few movements where a

drug and a sound have been interlinked.

The resurgence of maege mushraoms
and psychedehe rack in 2004 and
MDMA and new rave m 2007, two
candidates that failed ta Rulty take off
But mephedrone 1sn't about a scene
of a few hundred people re-discavering
anold hlugh, or the new fad drug at
Glastonbury In Britam's far-flung
pravineial kewns, places where hard
drugs have been difficult to come by,
mephedrone s arnving by next-day
delwery It has caused a setsmac shnftan
Brtain's attitude to drugs, it 18 a bana
&de youth culture phenomenon
Mephedrone’s availability 1s key toits
populanty Ataround a tenner a gram,
1t’s cheaper than a big bottle of vodka
and around a quarter of the price of
cocaine. And the anonymity, security
and accessibility of online ordering
makes 1t as easy to get hold of as

ordenng a DVD from Amazon If youe

under 18 and you have access to the
internet, mephedrone 1s easier to
purchase than cigarettes or aleohol.

And you're not alone Mephedrone isn't
an alternative drug, 1t's the stimulant of
the masses Rughy players, Ugg owners,
people whe find Michael MeIntyre furmy

- the guys you've stnved all your life to

be diffarent from ~ they're alldoing it too

Unburdened by the illieit reputation of
drugs such as ecstasy or ketamine,
mephedrone 1s socially unremarkable
It’s a drug wath the erusts cut oft

“Befare I went ta um, I'd only ever tried

afew tokes of a sphiff” says Clara,a

first-year student at Cambndge “Dunng
frashers’ week, everyone was doing this

new drug sa I gave ita go. When I went
back hame ta Surrey for Christmas,
everyone was dotng it there tao.”

It’s a sumilar stary acrass the countyy
After fostival-goers gave it the alb-clear,
mephedrone exploded last September
Online dealers watched a sord-of
mouth cham reaction. In Birmingham,
they went from getting one or two
orders to several hundred in a week
The same happened in London There
are towns where it has yet to catch on,
but 1t's only & matter of time.

There used to be a name for peaple
whotook legal drugs twats They
£ svere the ones hanging outside the
g herbal highs stall in Reading at 4am in
# the mormng whule a bearded ex~con

ILL

§ crushed Pro-Plus mto a capsule marked

‘XTREME ENERGY RELOADZ' and
5 charged £15 for the pnivilege. So why
2 has mephedrone escaped the fate of its
£ peers? Well, because 1t’s quite good
E If you'd asked us m 2008 to design

a perfect drug, we d probably have given

%
b
A

you a crayon draving of a coke and
eestasy hybnd that eould be delivered
to our door (we'd probably have made it
taste like Parma Violets and contain an
ingestble Spotify app too but, hey, you
can't have everything)

Mephedroneis hke coke in that 1t gives
you the arrogance and articulacy
to talk to strangers But, ike eestasy,
it also amplifies the emotion of musie
Hardened drug-takers will tell you it’s
notas gaod as what they had in their day,
but that’s probably because they've bult
up such a toleranee that they have ta
snart dishwasher descaler to get ahigh
Even if they'raright, these days MDMA
and goad pills are often difficult to get
hold of, £0 a new generation of drug
takers don’t know any better

015 ‘drone the first drug to come

without side-effects? Of canrse not

Fora start,t's particutarly pamnful
to take, gnnding up your nasal passage
like a sty chainsaw Then you've got all
the usual stde-effects of amphetarnines
It’s also moreqish “Ialwaysendup
taking it all in one mght,” says Anna,
anart student from London “It's very
addictive and, when you knovs you can
just buy more, you can't help yourself”

And that’s not all. Mephedrone has
a nurnber of miserable side-effects that
even Frank won't tell yow
Cne of the biggest drawbacks 1s that

you have to poo. The drug’s laxathve
effects mean that after your first line
you ll be running to the bog The second
1sthe comedown Mephedrone doesn't
have the rush-back-to-earth feeling
people get after talang ecstasy, so people
say 1t’s comedown free How wrong they

“I7S VERY
ADDICTIVE. YOU
CAN JUST BUY
MORE ONLINE
YOU CAN'T HELP

3
YOURSELF’

ANNA, STUDENT

are Users complain of depression, waves
of obsession and paranoia and a sense of
removal from their surroundings

So if mephedroneis a drug vath
unpredictable side-effects that puts your
mental and physical health at risk, why
don't the government ban it tomorrow?
The short answer is because drugs
legislation takes months. After the
government announced they wanted
to ban legal highs such as BZP 1t was
a further yearbefore thay were able ta
pass lagislation It will be impassible for
them to get a bill banming mephedrone
through before the summer

In the meantime, that's good news for
bands sick to death of playing to empty
rooms while everyone hangs out ut the
smoking area Foy the fivat time since the
smokmg ban, people are staying ins:de
vermes and, in same rare cages, even
dancing Yes, perhaps this add white
pawderis the start of something

Inthe noughties, the possibihty of
a youth ‘maevement’ was ruled sut by
the fraying of musical taste mto myriad
sub genres and mucro-cultures,
compounded by increasing political
apathy It seemed Bntpop would be the
last cultural atom bhomb to be dropped
on the UK. Perhaps mephedrone could
change that It'sthe first thingina
generation that you've got fn common
wnith the boy next door. He's at the funky
house rave skanking out "1l 6arm, you're
at the indie disco dancing to Joy
Division Butyou've got the same ups,
the same downs Umnited as one nostnl

So why is thus universahty so
uncomfortable? Why 1s mephedrone
a bit, you know, uncool? You have to ask
yowrself is a youth culture driven by
a drug that makes you fiend more and
more until you eventually run cut and hut
awall of depression one you really want®

Without an aesthetic, a soundtrack,
a place for everyone to go and take them,
drugs are just chamicals. You and the
boy next door probably both take
Nurofen too but you're not going to have
ahug about it Mephedrone is a eultural
phenomenon without any eulture, and
one that could be aver before it started
Right now, the gevemment are at the
start of a slog of leguslation that will
end in mephedrone’s inavitable ban.
A pumbier of MPs have already started
badgering the Home Office for action
and the first yepart on mephedrone’s
dangers 15 expected in the next few
months As this process draws out,
legal drug dealers have already started

| working on new chermical compounds
* that will be st different enough fram

mephedrone ta fit through the Jaophole
Drugs messageboards are already awash
with tips for mephedrone’s sucessorand
this is one prediction polt where Elhe

! Goulding doesn't stand a chance

Hthis s just the beginming of

anever-ending game of cat and mouse

between drug snanufacturers and the

government, it might be best if you
don't get too attached. Mephedrone can
only everbe afad Like your Pokemon
cards, Tamagotchis and Vines albums
you'll eventually throwritin the bin,
wondenng why you ever bothered
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'DRONE: WHAT’S

BEING SAID...

THE CLUB BOSS

MARK WILKINSON IS A PROMOTER
FOR MINSTRY OF SOLIND

“The reason people are takingit s because
it s cheap and "egal At thefestivals ast year
they had egal high stands with peop e just
going round saying. “Yeah st samazng On
the ciub sude it just fitered down from that =

THE DRUGS EXPERT
DR KEN CHECINSKIWORKS FOR THE
FRANK CAMPAIGN AND S MEDICAL
DIRECTOR OF THE ADDACTION CHARITY
I saw pne guy whod heen to a few partees
and taken quite a b t of mephedrone ¢ver the
New Year per od and when he got backte
work be sa d he was {ke a zomine Hewas
saying. ‘A few n ghts after {'d stopped wanted
todie’ Isaid, What drd you do about ?
He sawd: Notheng | couldn't actual y work up
the energy’ He might have actually done
someth ng to himsett had he had the energy *

THE VETERAN CLUBBER

THIS MUSIC INDUSTRY INSIDER ASKED
NOT TO BE NAMED

“The worst thing about €45 the gum. You may
feel grear but to everyone else you ook like
you ve done 20 pi ks, Everyth ng is far more
uncontrollab e You look ke the king of
person you and your mates might see, (urn to
eachother andgo Ohdear’™™

THE DRUG DEALER
LINSURPRISINGLY ANOTHER YO CE
WHO ASKED NOT TO BE NAMED

How’s it affecting me? We |, 'm not se hag
any coke Why wou d you buy coke from me
when you can get someth ngjust as good on
thenternet that s legal?”

THE HOME OFFICE

WE CONTACTED THE HOME OFFICE
TOQSEE IF THEY WERE PLANNING ON
CRACK'WNG DOWN. THIS IS WHAT A
SPOKESPERSON SAID

“The government is commutted to crackmg
down oa ‘legal highs’ that pose & Signiicant
threat to heaith. The Advisory Counc | onthe
Misuse of Brugs are aoking at the dangers of
mephedrone, and the related cath none
compounds 1t sa prorty and we will report
back to government as soon as possib e Ther
adv ce walinform owr response *

THE COMMUNITY WORKER
HAYLEY JOYES 5 A WRITER, CLUBBER
AND COMMUNITY WOIRKER WHO GOES
OUT TO RAVES MOS I WEEKENDS
“Pantfood s poplt ar tevause alot of people
are finding ¢ hard to g« MDMA. Mephedrone
B fAng that vosd and the genera' consenstis s
that peop e can do tw thout consc ence
because it siega’ But one of my friends did a
htige bump and cour dn t see for about five
minutes fr'sdarksht”

THE DUBSTEPD)

ALEX RESQISONEOFTHELUK S
LEADING DLIBSTEP DJS

“iLswrong that people are ca'ing tadubstep
drug &'sa general sat on to say dubstep 5
s'ow itsnotata'. Isashype asanyth re”
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XBOX 360.

CREATE THE GIG
SPREAD THE WORD
BE THE NOISE
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Beat..
Parents

Coco Sumner has crafted her own identity,
without the help of Mr & Mrs Sting. But how?

here's an elephant in the

raam, and the elephant

plays the lute.

“Uh, I wanted to drop the

sumame Idunne And

Ididn’t want to be a singer
songwriter, so. yeah.” Coco Sumner, aka
I Blarmne Coco, 18 squurmung in her seat.

Are you tired of being asked about your
parents” “Yes Ithink so. It should be
about me, notthem ”

But you must have eapected it.

“1 did, butt’s good to keep family and
business separate.”

You could do a Taylor Swift and refuse to
talk about thern any more; that’s how she
handled Kanyegate.

“] don't see any need. If I started talkang
about my parents 1t would be boring. Not
that they're boring They're brilhant But
Idon't want to talk about thern.”

“Them” is cod-reggae Police oldie Sting
and wife Trudie Styler, and that makes
Coco a celebuspawn, which opens her up
to a whole lot of finger-pointing about
nepotism She's already faced a virtual
firing squad, in The Times no less, which
accused her of a} being shit and b} only
malang music bacause of who her dad is.

The first might have its roots in the
earhest I Blame Coeo songs, which she
cobbled together for an album which was

“I'USED TO BE
QUITE FERAL.

I USED TO THINK
I WAS AN ANIMAL"

serig prood adion e vo iz d st coulilat,
stand therz any mere.” T vaen't hapop
she wdaitg, “Thes wet o gocga Hod
wnttews when Lo il and they urt saec:
awful Lot Thnsds wthe hacea
mmughty stizkizy posese, ey re stidl
folkoasivag hiee nround, but die'e bens
trying faedd to pet o of Lot sl it g,
For the paws vear, shars bt s ding o o1
of time Lz Swwanc, the spiritusl tocus ef
ogressye prg ',\'u"_i"u withNole
Snow ned Roows, whe goed s sa s
chorus of her debut single and taut
electro-pop hit-to-be ‘Caesar’. And
‘Caesar’ is 100 per cent not shit.

“I never thought 1t would make1t to
radio,” she marveals, lighting up fora
second. “Bacause [ wroteit as a kind of

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

joke, The label acked for one more hit sa
I sent them that, and they loved it #

Then there’s the whole fame thing, If
growmg up a Sumner meant there was
always musie around (she got her fivet
guitar from her dad when she was four),
the exlibitionist streak built into mast
perfarmers somehaw escaped the gene
poal before it gat ta her Cacowasa werd
kad. “I was quate feral,” she says, avoiding
eye contact, fixed 1n & permanent frown
“l didn't really want to talk to people, to be
honest. I used to think I was an ammal *
Even now, she finds having her photo
taken and interviews uncomfortable.

“l can't have a normal conversation with
anyone,” she mumbles, by way of
explanation. “Um I'm quite shy

Last May, her “weirdness” becarne more
acute after she had a hit in the middle of
dinner. The cause remains a mystery.
#They said | had a seizure,” she explains.
“Basically, I stood up to ga to the
bathroom and woke up 1n an ambulance
Apparently my bones froze up and [ fell
like 2 rmlk bottle.* Reluctant to go to
hospital, she was soon grateful that she
did: a CAT sean revealed her brain had
been pushed forward with the impaet.

“I became a nervous wreck,” she says,
quetly “Ididn’t really go out, I just stayed
1n and kept mysalf to myself ” Yet ‘Caesar’
(first hne. “Twant to annoy and I'm gong
to enjoy 1"} is so confrontational Is that
why? “Kind of It's me corming out of my
shell, giving 1t some ®

It’s also a two-fingered salute to the
haters, of which there may be a few, and
the doubters, of which there’ll be plenty,

b evauee of who she 1 and where she
coras from. On the one hand she's from
an oy petstleg ed haskground On
tomothac, she's besa bvacy o ahok 2 oo
gyt e rcibr cour sines she
v 14, hanging cor winh Pete Dol by
awbezn a0 Dalae sonw tlasy weci o
repether, Sactts sumacy e the acmrary,
whion e sy e liled of didnothe
seanebn ibown 1o pd ey et 280 A sharw s cam
ting she mecitiooe chae yogpe sty ahe v
awrer poirg b be th Deugste OF Seag
tran eparyocae axprcts She sove dhe
Sarzamd hee Fost Secedd vzacs shie wes 10,
el Erey paoged coe s ot her setodd
baforw shee plug s pulbed *Wawere
punkband there were three singers and
a trumpet player.” What were you called?
“Wa were, er, we... we were called Cunt.
I’m not sure you should put that... the
headristress wasn't happy.”

Blarme the parents.
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Bowie was always a
fan of the Messiah-
esque light show

Barry Nicolson
9 Qaslo, 2004: “t knew | shouldn‘t have put goes von the hunt for
‘sweet Thing’ in the setllst torlght” the Singer — 1ow,
S€VEeIl years since

: :& : G - his last album -

and unearths some
: intriguing rumours

ince the 1970s, David Bowrie
hasn't just been ahead of the
curve, he’s actually helped to

aowie with his son soTr s c i
Moon director Duncan S“IL_H“ & mdeh“_ed the
Jalke: he premi parameters of pop stardom

e through a series of seamless
. artistic reinventions, challenged notions
’ v b of vhat a major artis' eculd, couldn’t and
- ' 3 'S sometimes shouldn’t do, taken risks that
% no-gne else would and managed to stay
el " relevant long after his contemporaries
have given up the ghost. He is unique.
He is withovt equal. He also hasn't made
avecard for seven long years.
This maonth, to coincide with the
release of alive album chronieling his
2004 world tour, Bowie issued one of his
increasingly infrequent communiqués
in the form of a shart Q&A, condurted
via emai] with Mark Adams, the editor
of his official website. You can read the
text on the opposite page. Yet, intriguing
though it 15, 1t offers no insight as to
B - what the future holds for the world’s
’ ‘. greatest pop star.
- Bowie began the noughties on
walking the streets of New York with hls wife something of an artistic roll, delivening
of 18 years, Ssomalian model iIman one of the great Glastonbury headline
sets 1n 2000, curating the Meltdown
l.’ ! festival 1n 2002 and recording two
_— - ’ eritically-acclaimed albums in quick
by succession - 2002's ‘Heathen’ and the
following years ‘Reality’ - with producer
Tony Visconti, their first work together
B, _ . sinee the seminal ‘Scary Monsters {And
- 2 i Super Creeps) album in 180,
} i‘f @ ; j Then came 2004, Bowie's annus
a - - horribifus, when he got twatted in the

. 3 eye with a lollipop at a gigin Osla,
Murudy (et . g looked on in horror as a light ng

- . technician fell to hus death before a show
tf . X — P in Miami and suffered a heart attack
Yo : ) T " that caused him to cancel the remaining
! e e B 16 dates of what had been his biggest
e domritir =0T : T e e rrestige - ard best receivad - world tourin years.
David... OK, Bowle In The Since then, he'’s bacome a very public
Man Who Fell Te Earth

d more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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reclugse Justlast summer, he wasa
wisible figure at the Trnbeca Film
Festival m New York, where he attendad
the premiere of Moon, hus son Duncan
Jones’ teyrific debut faature

Resides, hadn't he alsa been back
onstage —albeit briefly - within a year
of his heart attacl, first wath Aveade Fire
and later with Pink Floyd guitanst
David Gilmour? He had lent vocals ta
albums by TV On The Radio, Scarlett
Jehansson and Danish alt-rockers
Kashtmr, starred in Christopher Nolan's
2006 movie The Prestige and curated
the inaugural High Line Festival in New
York, where he was scheduled to make
hae full live comeback but pulled out at
the last minute due to “ongoing work on
anew project”

What follows 1s our investigation into
exactly what that rmght be, and what the
future holds for the Thin White Duke

The logical - 1f overly-optimistic -
place to start swas with the man himself
So we dutifully got in touch with his PR
to enquire about what the offial hne
was Within 20 minutes he'd emailed
Bowie and we had our, well, ‘answer’

came the reply *You are asked to
cantact Mr Bowne’s management for any
nquines involving David Bovne ”

Clearly, 1t was time for a new approach,
Around the ime of that mysterious
tweet last year, rumours swirled that
Bowne was set to headline Coachella
and, not only that, he was bringing
Z1ggy Stardust beck from the dead for
the occasion It was bollocks, of couyse;
the 1dea that a constantly-evolving arust
like Bowe wauld suddenly succumb to
a wave of nostalgia seemed farfetched
at best, ndiculous at worst But not every
rumour need be an utter falsehood

Recent speculation had put Bowre n
a recording studio somewhere inthe
Catslut]l Mountains of upstate New York,
where he owns a home. It was along
shot, but tt was also our Jast one. After
a flurry of phone calls and emals tumed
up no new information, we'd ali but
given up hope - until this cropped up in
our mbox, from the owner of Nevessa
studios 1n Saugertes, NY.

“Barry, as I'm sure you can understand
I'mnot at hiberty to say whether or not
David Bowie or Peter Murphy are

IS THIS WHAT HE’S BEEN UP TO,
WORKING WITH BAUHAUS?

isn't really the right word.

“We simply don’t know” ran the
cryphe third-person missive “DB
doesn't tell us much Like now, for
mstance ”

Which was more or less what we
expected But a pasaing reference made
m a subsequent email ta the fake Twitter
acceunt setup i Bowie’s name last
Jaymary - the one that claymed he was
working on nevw material in Berlin-
prqued our interest. Just how fake’ was
1t? As one of the first artists ta truly
embrace the intemet back 1n the 'gos,
Bowie's absence from & legitsmate
online phenomenon such as Twitter was
conspicuous: could he be orchestrating
acampagn of disinformation under our
very noses?

We decided to dig a little deeper, and
contacted Tony Visconti’s management.
After all, Visconti would surely ba the
prime candidate to produce any new
matenal, right?

“Neither thus office, nor Tony Visconti,
are representativas of David Bowie and
do not answer such enquiries as these,”

working at my studio.”

Yeah, we know, it doean't look like
much But eonsider that our original
email made no mention of Murphy,
frontman with 1980s goth-rock
innovators Bauhaus, and w suddenly
sounds a hittle more loaded Couldthus
be what Bowie’s been up to all this ime?

On the surface, 1t makes a certan
undemable sense- Bauhaus and Bowie
have long had a symbiotie ralatienshyp
1n teyma of influence, stretehing from
their 1982 cover of ‘Ziggy Stardust’ ta
Bowe's dallhances with industrial vock
1in the 1990s There 1s, of course, nothing
concrete in what basically amounts to
a carefully-werded ‘no comment’ But
there's no demal there, either - that
came later, when we gotin touch with
Peter Murphy, and he declared 1,
“Newstome"”

“But,” Murphy added, *I see that

ppening sooner rather than later.
Though defimitely not at this point.”

Our conclusion? Only that trying to
track down David Bowie ts akin to
chasing a fart through a hall of mirrors,

and that seems ta be just how the Dame
likesit Forthe time being, &t any rate.
If indeed he 15 worling, has worked, ar
16 planning to work on an album of new
material with Peter Murphy - and we
wouldn't bet the farm against it - then
we're already foaming st the mouthin
anticipetion And if he's not? Well, it
seems at the very least that something
15 starning. We've got hypothetical
answers for the What, the How, the
Who, the Where and the Why, but after

DAVID BOWIE

o BOThE

seven years, 1t's the When that
everybady wants ta kmow about, and
only Bowie himself lmows the answer ta
that one Andif 1t’s not? It seems at the
very least that something 15 brewing
Degpite anneuneing i 2006 that he was
“fed up with the ;mdustry, and I've been
fed up for quite some time”, reports af
his retirernent seem premature. It would
appear there's one last change of spots
left in this wily old leapard yet If you
ask ug, 1t can’t come quickly enough

THE THIN WHITE DUKE SPEAKS!

Wit fedl ot s Bom ool editor
(revere, (vl oRio, cousd Mark Ad ans'
sxciunivw comerastbon with Oowie,
SUNE ne answer o0 wheo kel retmm,
ot ussiniatisg sl nevsteless

Oanird Boseies “Tedweny o o rgg the
rocarding portod e &rwnod o ine
That 3 fof of the sarges werwe gretty
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THE RELE,

=1~ HOT CHIP
ONE LIFE STAND

i 4

Nearly men

7

There are moments to treasure here,
but a classic still somehow eludes them

ince their Prince-loving
gawk-hop 2004 debut ‘Coming
On Strong’, complete with
songs about Peugeot cruising,
Hawaiian ghirts and blasting
out Yo La Tengo fram the sub-woafers,
Hot Chip have gradually soldered
their decreasingly geeky; increasingly
sophisticated dance-pop onta the
nation’s hearts. No amall thanles, of
course to the fact that the London five-
piece have on more than one cccasion
showed that, whether it’s painstakingly
made on Joe Goddard or Alexis Taylar's
laptops between tea breaks, or in a studio
with proper baitions and everything, their
lmack for a ndiculously catchy pop hook
iz as deeply entrenched as their love
of German techno and obscure Arthur
Russell records. Little weonder, then,
that Kylie Minogue's people were once
interested in signing thern up to toast
some beats for the diminutive pop smiler
prior to 1he release of their 2008 album
‘Made [n The Darl?.

The rumcur mill may have gone
hayvrire that time, but these days the
Kylie connection is as much consigned
to history as the penny-farthing. Joe long
ago became so passivaly amused by the

music press' obsession with the Minogue
story {guilty.. ) that he ended up telling
journalists it was actually Kylie who had
written a song for Hot Chip, camplete
with farmyard animal sound effects.

Today the band are far from within
grasping distance of those gold hotpanis,
et an unlikely but common ground
between the showgirl and the libraxy
monitors does vemain. Though Hot
Chip’s laser-sparked, percussion-clatter
live sha 45 have praved a spectacular,
euphorically honed draw for years, just ac
1t doesn’t talee much mare than mouthing
“Nah nah neh, nah neh nah nah-nak” to
summarise Kylie’s cutput, it’s Hot Chip's
equally overbeating handful of bangers/
hitsfsetlist-dominating tianines that
define their popularity beyond the
trendies. That subtle tinkle that heralds
the opening bare of ‘Over And Over’, or
the qu ck-punch “Do it da it do it do it do
it do it do it row” of ‘Ready For The Floor’
- one shummer of each is enough to send
& hangar-full of hands springing up inte
the air like Aick-lmnife blades.

But Hot Chip are, actually, so much
tnore than this - their albums offer
mynriad def, sparkly treats, not just mere
filler beyond the singles. To reduce them

to their biggest songs would overlook
the introspective comedown ballad
element that has seen them segue their
beautifully tender 'In The Privacy Of Our
Love' into Prince’s ‘Nothing Compares

2 I to close their live shows. But

again, these morents, from the heart-
slaying ‘Made In The Darl title track

to that album's pavement-rush ode to
Wetherspoons, ‘Out At The Pictures', are
still just untethered mormaents - nuggets
that start to zplit at the skin when
stretched across a full length.

Three albums down the line with Made
In The Dark’, the band were still no closer
to making that dance-in used classic we
were begging them to; their ‘Seund Of
Silyer’ (which Chip man Al Dayle played
on) or even WTRMNTR’ that would
push the niggling suspicion that they
are, genre be damned, simply one of the
best bands in the UK from the back of
our minds to 1he forefront of the nation’s
CONSCIoUSnESS.

‘Cne Life Stand’, though full of the
Teasons why thus band are undoubtecﬂy
one to treasure, is cause for a fourth
slamming of the fist onlio the table with
frustration - and now our knuckles are
starting to bleed = bit. Again, they’ve
got anesw ‘Over.. or Ready..! - the
spectacular title track and tead single
you will have heard already. That snoopy,
throbby intro that teasingly stretches
beyond = minute before dropping inta
Alexds Taylor’s most subtly anthernic
chorus yet. Their best song ever.

More golden bullets for the chamber are
‘Hand Me Down Your Love', with urgent
rave-y piano, creeping closer Take It
In' - dreamy eestasy chorus and all - and
apener Thieves In The Night', boasting
the kind of pulsy build made for ekeing
out that last five minutes of chemical
heart-swelling with »our MPg player on
the back of the mght bus hame,
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The bangers, the moments, the ruggets.
Peaks huge enough to make your neck
hurt when looking up at them (while
fumbling around to boot away the
woeful Shush’, Think Robson & Jerome
go electro-pep). But, as before, there
are too many anchors on their ankles.
Goddard's ‘Brothers' - a mid-paced ode
to his siblings that, despite somewhat
heartfelt references to boozing and Xbax
sessions with his bros, just comes across
as eringey as the Redknapp family’s Wii
advert. Or ‘1 Feel Better’, a near house
miss that leaves you yeaming for Calvin
Harris' rave cutro to ‘Holiday’ at full
volume to satisfy the half-rush.

The maths are frustrating. Two years
since the last album, five members with
wildly varying tastes and talents, enough
ammao to blast cut twe salo albums on
the side, and they still cant quite make
10 essential tracks in a row.

If the tone of disappeintment seems
over-dramatic it's only because we're so
convinced of what Hat Chip are capable
of 'Ome Life Stand’ does have some of the
best songs of the vear on it. But, agamn,
waiting for Hot Chip to make that classie
album s a bit like waiting for an alccholic
parent to arrive at yourbirthday party.
There’s a kind of unconditional love
that'll keep you hoping every time one
cotnes around, but there may bea paint
where you have to accept that 1t’s Just
never going to happen. Jainde Fullerton

DOWNLOAD: 1) ‘One Life Stand’
2) ‘Thieves In The Night' 3) ‘Take It In’

NME.COM %

To watch a video of Hot Chip talking
about ‘One Life Stand’ head te
NME.COM/artists/hat-chip
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DAANCTHaLKLEY

PITER PAT
THE FLEXIBEE ENTERTAINER (rirmL
As the bendy-limbed title
suggests, Chicago's Pit Er
Pat get a kick out of flytng
vy the seat of their pants.
‘The Flexible Entertainey’
was sketched out on the eve of 2
Ewrgpean tour shortly after the
departure of bassist Rob Doran, with
the sole stipulation that it move a
aawd. The result is a record that
foresakes indie quirk for darker, ethno-
tinged groaves built out of eerie
melodica and booining sub-hass. At
its best - the dervish-like ‘Emperor Of
Charms’ - it’s thilling llke reversing
a chirome-rimmed |egp through a
aonded souk with just a biindfolded
monkey for guidance. But It’s hard not
to campare their future Arabia visions
to Gang Gang Dance, who do it with way
maove warmth, Lourls pattison
DOWNLOAD: ‘Emperor Of Charms'
EVERYBODY WAS IN THE
FRENCH RESISTANCE... Nowr )
FININ' THE CHARTS &nowmes vy}

EWITFR,,, N} are Eddie
Argos from Art Brut and
Dylan Valdes from The
Blood Arm. They're
boyfriend and girifriend.
When they're not holding hands and
listening te The Mauntain Goats they
spend their time thinking of daft
concepts for hands. Now, as the title of
their new concern’s debart suggests,
they’re keen to right the wrongs of pop
history. Consequently, ‘Fixin’ The
Charts’ is comprised of a collection of
‘response songs”: ‘Billie’s Genes’, for
example, is written from the point of
view of Jacko’s alleged offspring. The
result is a record yau'll only ever want ta
lister te once, but it’ll provide plenty of
giggles when you do. Jaimes Mcliahonr
DOWNLOAD: ‘GIRLFREN (You Know

i ve Got 4)

RACE HORSES o
GOODBVE FALKENBURG (FeNTASTC PUISTIG

Yes, sometimes Race
Horses sound a little like
their Welsh hrethwen, SFa,
§ alright? Now we're all
seated comfortably atop
the elephant In the room, on their debut
these Aberystwyth whippersnappers
have written one of the most sweetly
kilser slngles ever. ‘Cake’, with Its 605
pop refraln of “Cake, cake! She wanted
cake!”, is the kind of thing you can
Imagine Fanny Cradock boogying
arotntd the Kitcheo to while walting for
the vegetable dye to brew. Colliery-band
parps, early-of Montreai jangle,
pastoral mefancholy and what sounds
like Beirut captaining a pirate ship
maintain thelr standing as purveyors of
mighty fine singles until the dreaded
twee gets the better of them towards
the end. Hopefulty such horseplay’s just
a phase though. Laiva Snapes
DOWNLOAD: ‘Cake’

THE MARY ONETTES
ISLANDS {LABRADOR}

Ah, don't you miss Arcade
Fire? Their apocalyptic
sadness. The way they
straddle the knife-edge
of desperation and
exultation with such finesse. But, like,
didn’t you always wish they'd develop
a hefty leaning towards *80s pop and
simear it all over an album obsessed
with death? Well, ‘Islands’ is here to
make all your doom-ridden new wave
fantasies come true. Laden with icy
strings and the kind of shiny, bouncing
choruses that A-ha would weep tears
of jealous misery over, the effervescent
‘Dare’ and smouldering ‘Cry For Love’
are nostalgic to the extreme, but with
enough real substance to elevate them
from mere "80s retro puppets. There’s
certainly the spark of life in these Mary

onettes, Lisa Wrigiit
DOWNLOAD; ‘Symmelry’
THROATS e
THROATS (HoLr ROAR}
Coughed up from a DIY

scense that prizes resolve
and Integrity above all,
alongside [abelmates
Maths this hardcore teryor
sguad have been winning admirers
through their sheer Industry. THis shx-
track EP demonstrates why they've
been embraced by purists and
newcomers alike, as the ferocious ‘Fuck
Life’ and ‘Failgiver’ hium with pink
brutality at its most stralghtforward
rendered in the shredded tones of the
$ikes of scene pods Converge or
Rorschach. Most Impressively, though,
it ticks all the baxes of what a punk
record should be in 2010: intricately
presented, concetved and executed with
perfect, exhilarating care, ‘Throats’ is
the foudest howl so far of a hand well
warth keeping an eye on. Reb Parker

DOWNLOAD: “Fuck Ufe”
Get Welt Soon is the

GEY WELL SOON
project of one Konstantin

VEXATIONS {ary SLAMG)
| Gropper, a “classicaliy

trained Berlin-hased

songwriter” who dogsn’t
get an your tits anywhere near as much
as that phrase may suggest. His second
album ‘vexations’ is a mix of maody
atmaspherics, orchestral swells and
Tom Waits' barking eccentricity. Songs
such as ‘Red Nose Day’, ‘A Volce Inthe
Louvre’ and ‘That Love' ave filled with a
soaring beauty, even as they're weighed
down with the muttering codgerlsms of
Grapper’s vodals, It actually veminds
you of Arab Strap (RIP), If Akdan Mo¥fat
had stopped darkly staving at his
glrifriend’s pudenda and gone to an
art gallery instead. And atits very

best, as on ‘Aureate!” It’s like ‘Amneslac- .

era Radiohead In its darkiy alluring
dream-rock. Marthr Robinson
DOWNLOAD: ‘Aureate!
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French

‘disconnection

v I%:ARLOT‘I'E GAINSBOURG

(BECAUSE MUSIC}

6/

Despite so much to inspire her, this new
' Beck-assisted effort feels kinda detached

oor old Lottie’s been having
atough time of it recently - at
least, as tough atime as you
can have when you're the
rich, talented and beautiful
i daughter of France’s most celebrated
i pap star Soon after the release of her
lagt album, 2006’ elegantly inesgential
‘c:55', Charlotte Gainsbourg suffered
a brain haemorrhage in a water-skiing
accident. Like Spiritalized’s Songs In
A&E','IRM’ - the French acranym fora
‘magnetic resonance imaging’ or MRI
scan - is ;mtended to convey the daze
and deliverance of recovery; the title
track even eonstructs a rhythm from
he hum and vhurr of the MRIscanner
iteelf as Charlotte chants in an eenty
d spassionate menotane about having
her “head demagnetised” to find aut
where the “trauma lles”.
Anather perhaps equally harrowing

: experience played its part in the album’s

sessions to actn notoriously intense

t director Lars Von Trier’s grisly horror
parable Anrtichrist, \n which her
character - UNPLEASANT SPOILER
ALERT - goes mad following the death
of her baby and snips out her own
chitoris with a pair of rusty scissors.

After all that it’s a disappointment -
title track aside - that ‘IRM" still scunds
so detached and whimsical. Some of the
blame must ba shouldered by cowriter
: and producer Beck, who dossn'tdo
i ‘emotonal at the best of imes. TRM'is
i nimble and eclectic but, like Beck’s later
i albuins, feels more listless than playful.
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%, creation: Charlotte took a break betvreen

He’s still got the gift of conjuringup
appealing grooves using little more
than a set of finger eymbals and a
rubber band stretched over a tissue box,
but the line batween quirky junkshop
treat and pointless waste of space is
gossamer-thin, and averstepped several
times here, It doesn't help that Dr Seues
would reject some of Chardotte’s lines for
being a bit toa flimsy ("Crooked cat,
crooked mouse/We live tagether ina
crooked little house” she trills tritely on
‘Greenwich Mean Time").

Sull, there ts some great stuffin * RM s
lucky dip of you're preparad to roct
around: Trick Pony’1s lik e a cuter Kills,
‘Dandelion’ dances a deft Bolan boogie
and elsewhere there are hints of bath
Broadcast and Beat Happening, the
lo~fi quirkiness offset by an accasional
surge (geddit?) of Papa Gainsboury’s
'Ballade De Melodie Nelsan’ strings.
The best tracks come paired together
near the end, ‘Vovage’ and ‘La
Collectionneuse' both channelling Bat
For Lashes’ snow-queen sorcery.

Charlotte’s sweet nothing of & vaice,
flitting between French and finishing:
school English to deliver her slightly-
too~cutesy-for-a-38-vear-old lyrics, is
equally beguiling and infuriating. Let’s
face 1t, she's not writing these songs cut
of a burning desire to be heard - 1t's just
something she does between movies,
maodelling assignments and looking
impassibly sultry, Sam Richards

DOWNLOAD- 1) ‘La Cellectionneuse’
2) ‘Voyage’ 3) ‘Dande}ion’
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labours not lost

' LOS CAMPESINOS!

i

ROMAMNCE IS BORING
{WICHITA)

Still baring their souls but now stepping
up their sound, they’re niche no longer

fyou've ever spent a pained
afterncon conceeting a mixtape
that you'll never send, or an
inereasingly drunken evening
watching the object of yeur
affi tions resolutely ignare your
existence, then chances axe Los
Carmpesinos! were the band you'd been
walting to dizcover for years. Fuelled by
brutally honest lyrics laced over wryly
uproarious indie-pap, the seven-piece’s
first twa LPs were clarion calls for the
modem disenchanted.

Problem &, if you were one of those
bastards that actually did get the qurl/
boy, and found obsessively collecting
obscure C86 seven-inches an unworthy
pastime, then their niche observations
may have resonated about as much as
abroken snare drum in a bag of cotton
wool, However, note the past tense,
because although ‘Romance Is Bonng'is
shot through with some of the most
gut-wrenching lyrical sucker punches
around ('In Medias Res’: “Drop me at the
highestpoint and trace a line around the
dent Ileave in the ground/That Il be the
initial of the one you will marry now I'm
not around’), tearn Campesinos! have
retumed with 15 tracks that both
transcend mere indie observations and
dabble with the distortion spectrum in
ways that laugh at the mention of ‘twee

‘What primarily sets'Romancs Is
Boring’ up as a significant step forward
is that it's ineredibly structurally
eohesive, and yet blows anything

they've previcusly released out of the
water in terms of textural intricacy,
techmeal prowess and general
experimentation, each track seems to
take an element that’s been formerly
alluded to and streteli it to a fuiler form
From the riot grrr] punk of ‘Plan A'
through to the lo-f elactronie
breakdown during ‘In Medias Res’,

there’s little here Lhat has the immediate
gratification of previous material but,in

lusing some of *he catchiness, they've
crafted an album that, mstead, slowly
unveils ftself with each listen.

However, amid the swathes of
distartion, orchestral additions and
discerning guest appearances
(in¢luding members of Xiu X and
Parenthetical Girls) he two slabs of pure
beauty: ‘The Sea s AGood Place To
Think Of The Future’ 18 a mass of
sprawling violins and bleak, almost
spoken-word delivary juxtaposed
against = formidable, crashing chorus.
“Who Fell Asleep In' js swooning,
goaring heartbreak distilled into four
minutes, which prove that, while they
may have smashed through their
former horizans, Los Camp! still know
exactly how to get you where it hurts.
Hf you're into that kinda thing, that is.
Lisa Wright

DOWNLOAD: 1) “The Sea s A Good
Place To Think Of The Future’

2) ‘Who Fell Asleep In’ 3} “There
Are Listed Buildings’

CORINNE BALEY RAE
THE SEA (emn

Smooth gastro-pub; soul
tends not te deal with
exitremes of emotion -
which makes this second
from CBR anintriguing
anomalv. it was recorded while grieving

. far her husband, who dled of an

accldental methadone overdose

* March 2008 However, anyone seeking

raw bloodletting should look elsewhere -
this is sedate background music of the
same kind that ensured Rae’s debut sold
twa million copies in the States, She’s
amore Interesting person than you
might think: in the '90s she was inan
angry femme-punk hand signed to
Roadrumner, home of Sliplatot, But,
aside fram the hypnatic swell of *I'd Do It
Al} Agair, this is a blank album, destined
to he enjoyed by those who find Norah
Jones a bit ‘full-on’, Luke Lewls
GOWNLOAD: “I'd Do it All Again’

RALFE BAND
BUNNY AND THE BULL OST {cHosTSHP)

B The Mighty Beosh director
~ Paul King’s Bric flick

- Bunny And The Belf may
tread the line between
slapstick and surreal, but

" the soundtrack is a far less knotty
" affalr. Ralfe Band - already part of the

Boosh family thanks to a series of
fleeting cameos in the show - take the
helm for the lo-f#i road trip’s 05T, and
subtlety is the order of the day. The 22
tracks here recall the deft melancholy

* of the Amelie soundtrack rather than

Bolle, Nabaa ef al. Main men Oly Ralfe

i and Andrew Mitcheli take In eastern

i Europe via accordions on thelr journey,

{ aswell as half-inched sea shantles and ~

i an the title track - the kind of regally
drunk spirit last heard on David Dundas’

. equally fine Withnail & f soundtrack.

- Scare! Matt Wilkinson

BOWNLOAD: ‘Bunny And The Buff

THE ALBUM LEAF
A CHORUS OF STORYTELLERS (su8 pop)

Restraint is undervalued
in pop, speaking as it can

~— of sophisticated and even
revolutionary intent, But
sometimes restraint is

dull, and here’s where 5an Dlegan
minimal electyo/post-rock peddier
James Lavalle could use a stiff enevgy
drink or 19, Mixed by Slgur Rés’ Jén
Birgisson, Lavalle's flfth album as The
Album Leaf is also the first to feature his

. tourlng band, although sadly the polite

arpegyios, tepid chord progressions and

. tame beats remain intact, Sure, he'sa
¢ araftsman, and some moments work:

‘We Are’ has some of Hot Chip’s perfect
pop diction, and the brass-buffeted
‘Untll The Last’ might easily soundtrack
acts of moderate heroism, But too
frequently ‘A Chorus... settles for the
picturesfue where Sigur Ras wrestle the
sublime. Afex Denney

GOWNLQAD: “We Are”
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POSTDATA

POSTDATA {OME FOUR SEVEN}
Fans of ley Canadian folk
alert: Wintersleep

frontman Paul Murphy

has rebranded himseif

Postdata for this delicate
acoustic album, homemade with his
brother, Michael. Murphy's distinctive,
earthy vocal rings out here, exposed in
the absence of a band. He uses the new
quietness to great effect with sangs that
drift and snooze, stow and static in
discontent. Not immune from the odd
over-baked sentiment, these whispered
hyrics invoke loss and destruction,
conjuring images of spraycans tittering
sylvan landscapes. ‘The Corener’, album:
closer and jauntiest number, sticks out
due to its unlikely optirnism - despite the
marbid title. Even where ‘Postdata’
lacks vitality it still hums with
songwriting talent. Haze! Sheffietd
DOWNLOAD; ‘The Coroner’

ERLAND AND THE CARNIVAL
ERLAND ANS THE CARMIVAL
(FULL TIME HOBBY}

Follawing the grass-and-
dalsy-strewn path that
Fairport Convention and
Peritangle once moseyed,
Eriand {Cooper) and his
Carnlval {which Indudes ex-verve man
Simon Tong), have crafted a pastoral,
psych-tinged slice of lovellness for their
debut. Plundering in that great folk
traditlon, Jacksoi € Frank cover ‘My
Name Is Carnival' is jolliedupintoa
jangle The 13th Floor Elevators would
have been prowd of, while ‘Disturbed
This Morning’ sets a Leonard Coben
poem to a shmple melody with a gentle
fanfare chorus and swirfing keys. Things
get cute with grammaticalty challenged
‘Was You Ever See’, based on an old
Welsh song about a Victorian railway
enthusiast. Charming stuff. Tessa Harris
DOWNLOAD: ‘Was You Ever See’

THE SUNSHINE UNDERGROUND
HOBOY'S COMING TO SAVE YOU
ITY ROCKERS}

Think ahout how much
speculation there has
been as to what's holding
up the follaw-up to ‘Myths

- Of The Near Futwre’. Then
l:onslder that the debist albom by The
Sunshine Underground - who shared
the NME tndie Rave Tour bill with
Klaxons in 2007 - arrived six months
before it. That's three years and seven
months ago, In which time the world has
moved on from the hrittle punk-funk
harrages of the type that made this
Leeds fourseme seem such an exciting
prospect. till, If offerlng little in the
way of new tricks, songs such as ‘Spell it
Out), single ‘We've Always Been Youw
Frievds’ and mini-epic ‘Any Minute Now’
exhibit plenty of the fire of old. You can
only hope that their moment has not
passed entlrely. HanNsh MacBaht
DOWNLOAD: 'Spefl It Out’
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LAWRENCE ARABIA
CHANT DARLING
(SELLA UNKN)

° There's too few wel)

braught up young men

in pop musk today.

Thank heaven, then, for

Lawrence Arabla, with his
sangs crisp, clear and pure, with all the
breeding and distinction his celonial
maniker suggests. Having cut his teeth
with The Ruby Suns, The Brunettes and
Okkervil River, Londan-based New
Zealander James Milne's sola debut
shows he was concealing guite a light
under that bushel. ‘Apple Pie Bed® has
an Adam Green-ish charm, cool and
dassic, while the ghastly doo-wap of
‘Dreatn Teacher” polishes an apple onits
Ellie Greenwich-esque graceful melody
and ‘Fine Old Friends’ Is Black Lips
scrubbed up, and making a good
Impression on youy dad. Entify Mackay
DOWNLOAD: ‘Dream Teacher'

OH NO ONO
EGGS (THE LEAF LABEL}

seriously, just as It's hard
to take anyone who says
too much pointless shit

in a stupld way serlously,
‘Egges’, Indebted to ELO and The Who, is
‘classic’ rodk, hut pimped with falsettos
and fairytales and flugelbowns to
appease Your dead attention span.
Tracks such as ‘Internet Warrtor’ and
‘Miss MIss Moss' are mildly diverting,
but incredibly childish. Sure- it’s fun

to sometimes stomp around screaming,
“] want this, 1 want that,” but ultimately
chitdren have tiny bealns. it’s a medicai
fact and, as such, children can he
forgiven - THEY DON'T YET KNOW HOW
TO ‘BE’ - but you can't forgive Oh No
Ona, because they're the parents who
hatched this egg, only to cower before
it now like wimp dads. Kev Kharas
DOWNLOAD: Some mental stimulant

THIS WEE...
. alex Denney polishes off the Aussie
i rock’n’roflers’ third LP proper and fnds
i dedichously dark memories...

CRIME & THE CITY SOLUTION
ROOM OF LIGHTS (4uTe, 1986)

It’s hard to take Oh No 0o

S6 U oppappasspppppassssssssasssssssasssssasasss

Tex-tacular’!

| =

B miLake
i

{BELLA UNION}

axas; so mueh to answer for.

Its unnervingly cool capital

Austin might be bome to SXSW,

the world’s finest rock 'n'roll

conference, but it’s the
unassuming eity of Denton which has
proved itself to ba the state's true
rusical Mecca, having birthed
Jetscreamer’s sex-clatter, the cult of
i Josh T Paarson’s Lift To Experience
" and, of course, Midlake. Shoating to
semi-notoriety with ‘Roseos’, the
deliriously impressive Fleetwood
Mac-inepired follerock blockbuster from
2006’8 ‘The Trials Of Van Occupanther’,
this, the band’s third album is still
suitably in thrall to that iconie group’s
layerad mid-Atlantic manner.

Yet il’s the mournful landsliding side

. of the Mac which airs iteelf on “The

eah Yeah Yeahs loved
him. 50 did The Hovrors.
Arguably, there'd be no
Jack White without him -
although lately that
might not be such a bad thing, And yet
Rowland S Howard was much, much
more than this, Thing s, we could
wank on about how the work of the
late puitarist, who passed away in
December, relnvented blues for the
post-punk era with Australian post-
punks The Birthday Party, or how he
wrote a song aged 16 beginning with
the iyric “Y've been contemplating
stiicide™ that somehow wasn't the
dumbest thing ever {on the contrary:
it took Nick Cave a decade to come
up with something as qubetly resonant
as ‘Shivers'). But not encugh has been
written about his past: Party recorded

output, and Crime & The City Solutlon

THE COURAGE OF OTHERS

8 V0 1y, 358 5§ DIGGING UP BURIED TREASURE FROM THE DEPTHS OF OUR COLLECTIONS

Courage Of Others’, now merged with
the sonics of Fairport Convention and
laced with a delicious atmasphere of
darkmess that Stevie Nicks would
probably trip over her spangly shawl
to cast spooky spellsin,

Granted, you'd be right to think tha
eerie echoes of flute toting weirdos
Jethro Tull vhich reverberate around
‘Small Mcuntain' and ‘In The Ground’
might be perfect fodder for emall tovm
hippias m vegan sandals. But it’s done
with such passion and moving
musicality that yoirll be swocning
rather choking on th scent of 40-year-
old patchouli mi thet the record seems to
have been metaphor.cally doused in

The Wood.toelefriendly forest psych
of ‘Children Of The Graunds’ picles up
the pace to a stirring stomp and sits 1n

Isa great place to start., Originally
conceived as the brainchlid of singer/
songwyiter Simon Banneyin 1978,
the classlc line-ep of this eiectrifying
outfit came together six years later
and akse numbered Howard, hls

They may have lacked

the sex and death, but
this album has an

afflicted aura of its own

brother Harry and fellow Blrthday
Party alumeus Mick Harvey in lts
ranks. Togethe, this incamation cut
two long players and an £ to stand
with anything the Bad Seeds produced
In their '80s prime, ‘Roam Of Lights'
generaily being considered the finest.

ope

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

The Southerners’ monumental third is a little hippy, a lot heavy

companionable contrast to ‘Fortune',
a light, tripping track, which, at just over
two minutes, is a thing of fleating and
subtle beauty. If it’s mournful epies you
svant, then the album's crammed full of
them, from the strummed, cutdoorsy
sarrow of 'Winter Dies’ to‘Rulers, Ruling
All Things', which 1s peppered with
cheeky Spanish guitar and weighty,
fin-de-siacle lyrical flair.

For proof that Midlake have much more
than tie~dye, peyote-spiked muesli and
a thing for running naked through the
woods at midnight to offer though, just
listen to “The Hom"s heavy, Blue Oyster
Cult-esque intra. Now this is why nobody
messes with Texas. Leonle Cooper

DOWNLOAD. 1) Fortune' 2) ‘The

Horn' 3) ‘Children Of The Grounds’

Taking the gethic hlues fixations of
The Birthday Party into more darkly
suggestive territary, Crime may have
lacked the obvious sex, death and Old
Testament Imagery that helped make
the Bad Seeds an easier sel}, but this
album has an afflicted aura ali
of Its own. Muct of that dark
pull can be atbributed to
Howard’s gultas, capable of
summaoning the flophouse
dank of the Berlin scene that
nurtured them as well as

a nerve-jangling luminosity
that had alt the brute force of
genuine epiphany. Check out hls searing
work on ‘Hey Sinkillet* or the trembiing,
ylsionary ‘Six Bells Chime’ (performed
in Wim wenders’ 1987 film Wings

Of Desire) for evidence of why Howard
is simply too great a presence to

go unrecoghised for long.
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TOURING IN
STYLE!

The bands on this R .! :
VAR
yeal"S ShOCkWElVES B » S HOCKWAVES

NME Awards jaunt will§
give you some ideas... B8

ake heed, people - for the
time of raucous musical
brilliance is almost upon us!
As the Shockwaves NME
Awards Tour 2010 rearsits
unquestionably handsome
head and kicks into action
next week (February 4}, the UK is gearing upie
get stuck into what's already belng halled the
most debauched and exciting tour of the year.
There will be rock. There will be roll. And you
can count an this - there will be razor-sharp
style at every single venue, fromthe bands to
thefans
Tour openers The Drums know a thing or two
about looking good. The Brooklyn four-plece
are set to capitalise on what started as a ripple
iate last year, and ts now tumning Into a tidal
wave of antidpation from UK audiences. Not
only do they have the tunes to match the
muster, but their whole attitude and*ook Is
fizzing w'th enviahle frisson too. Want that icy
NYC style for your hair? Then |pok no fisrther
than Shockwaves Styling Steel el (RRP
£2,99), which has real staying power -
whether you're holding caurt with your back to
the bar, or getting stuck in with the masses
down the fronc. Or perhaps you're after that
rough and ready look, as favoured by tour
supparts The Big Pink and Bombay Bicycle
Club, Shockwaves Go Matt Clay (RRP £2.59)
has a finish that holds. can be remou ded. and
leaves you rocking that rolled-straight-outta-
bed-and-anto-the-stage look abaut it. As
headliners The Maccahees might have it - ~—
your hair witl ‘love you hattet” if you give
italittle lovin® back!
Of course, with the Shockwaves STVL “N G -
NME Awards 2010 ceremony alse

fast approaching (February 24 is - ‘ STEEL GEL‘.
. .

the date, London's Brixton 02
Academy the venue), you'll be in
good cempany in wanting to look

»

yolr best. So If you fove good of’ .,-

rock’n’roll, amazing live musk and GO M ATT

lookingseriously stylish then lookto 3 ‘ ’

Shockwaves for an effortlessly cool - Y‘

style and rock on. : CLA »
And remember, If your name’s not & . ™

down for the Shackwaves NME

Awards, you can still get the access all

areas lowdown on all ¢his year's

nominees, and loads of ofher caol stuff,
at www. shockwavesmmeawards.com
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" TOUR DATES

(FEBRUARY 4)

(FEBRUARY 5)
(FEBRUARY 6)
(FEBRUARY 7)
(FEBRUARY 9)
(FEBRUARY 10)
(FEBRUARY 11)
{FEBRUARY 13)
(FEBRUARY 14)
{FEBRUARY 15)
(FEBRUARY 16)
(FEBRUARY 18)
(FEBRUARY 19)
(FEBRUARY 20)
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LIVE!

UPFRONT AND BACKSTAGE

HIPPODROME, KINGSTON
THURSDAY, JANUARY 14

VAMPIRE WEEKEND

In six days’ time, their alboum will be Number One in the UK and Number
One in the US - right now though, there’s still work to do over the pond

ust shows you, if you put in the elbow

grease, you come up shining. Within

days of completing the hectie

promational schedule inwhuch this

gig 18 neatled, Yampire Weekend will
become, much to the joy of XL Recardings, the
frst artist signed to a UK independent label to
top the US album chart in almost 20 years.
Sorry, Paula Abdul, but you're going to have to
let that exovm drop from your claws. In the
meantime, though, they're still smack-bang in
the middle of campaign 'Contra, and it's about
their chops, not their charm. Mega-fans - 1,100
of ‘ern - are funnelled towards the stage an
hour before the band even enter the building.
Ezra Koenig’s eyes are sunken from jet lag, but
snap open as a wave of beer splashes across
his face while playing opener “White Sky"
Thick-necked bouneers slink inta the throng
and strong-arm out exowdsurfers to wide-eyed
protests — kids panieking about the prospect of

2 being booted curt into the freeze one song in.
se that remain bellow the sereechy

40[:]:[3 30 Janvacy zore

“Aye-al’s that comprise the song’s squeakily
odd chorus. It’s another demonstration fram
the band —who made the phrase “Blake’s got a
new face” the unlikeliest singalong of 3008 -
of their sizzhing abilily to turn weird noises,
velps and phrases into mimni-anthems in
themselwves. Practically eve
whoop tomight is sung en aeup oric level -
shoviing that while ‘Cont .+"s melodies may
be taking a while to unfurl on record, live
they take a much more direet route to the
heart, ‘Holiday' is greeted wath 2 sumilar
devotion, and the home run is secured by
the tima the tooty shifts of ‘Capa Cod
Kivasza Kwassa' chime in

From there, the energy only rises further

new =ingle *Cousins’ is a tap-in in front of
such rabid fans, while Vocoder-steeped
‘Contra’ cut “‘California English’, which
sounds a bit silly on record, all tongue-flick
vocals and an unsatisfying stop start pacing,
sounds silly and fun bolstered by 1,100
devotees tongue-flicking along

It's live perfarmances and songs like these
that mean those chart entries will likely
translate inte more gleaming gald and
platinum for the trophy cabinet. Backstage,
Ezra cheenly disrmsses his beery shoveer as
“part of the fun”. Indeed it was - no matterif
they'd gone 1n at Number 86 sith = lead
balloon, Vampire Weekend were still off the
charts tonight. Jamie Fullerton

Come on; BWR Up:
whith gne of you
thréw that beer?
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Momentary

of doubt

DE
. ITTL
WED

When they’re channelling their Mancunian
forebears it's great. When they’re not, though...

hen Delphic are good, which
they are tariight, sparadieally,
they sound like New Order.
Not ¢lassic ‘Bratherhood™-era
New Order - the processed
rock of ‘Get Ready’ would be abetter yeference
point for “This Momentary' and ‘Doubt’, the®
two standout songs — but theur fellow
Mancunians are & fine band to emulate
nonetheless. The problem comes when
Delphic are bad. When they’re bad they sound
l1ke the music ynu hear on a PlayStation 3
menu screen,

And that won't do, that won't do at all.

At their worst, Delphic are just Editors
playing in front of strobe hights - big, yet safe
commercial rock. Which is fine, if you're their
accountant, or buy five records a year based on
swhich songs soundtrack the geal montages on
Match Of The Day. They will play closer to the
top than the bottom of festival line-ups and
they will all have gold discs on their rehearsal
room wall by the end of the year - their debut
has just gatecrashed into the Top 10 after all.
But if you've seen their slick, Peter Saville-
esque album art, their matching Droogesque
stage chow outfits, or heard them musa about
the merits of ace German techno label
Kompakt or the libertarian spirit of the golden
age of The Hagienda in interviews, then you

might eonsider filing a elaim for false
advertisimg. At their worst, Delphic are an
indie band with pretty much no independent
spirit, and a dance band you can’t veally
dance to.

What yeu want them tobe is closer to the
spirtt of their Lancaghire peers The Longeut,
now playing to one man and a disinterasted
dog somewhere (n an end-of-career outpast
signposted ‘life 1sn't really fair atall’, a rock
band who can take it higher and higher stll,
who are unrestramed i their performance
and who ¢an aligm syntheti¢ sounds with
moments of genuine hurman soul. And there
are moments when Delphic achieve all of this:
the coda of encore ‘Acolyte’ gets so hugh off the
ground, by the lime they come back dewn for
the song’s close it looks like there's stardust on
their noses, while excellently named guitaris
Matt Cocksedge gives the band something
searching and unique. But there should be
more - more movement, more frustration,
hope, hurt, rage and romance. Their best songs
suggest they may yet transcend to the place
where you want them to be. But there are
moments when Delphie are just uninspiring,
duli man-rock, packaged within something far
more enticing

And that won't do, that won't do at all.

Jomes MeMahon

Find more magazines at www.magazi

CAFE OTO

LONDOK, 18/01/10
Given that tonight'
headllning set is a
improvised jam led
by erstwhile Can
man Damo Suzuki,
the Cafe Oto crowg
is primed for anl
experimental
accompaniment ta
their organic ale
Landon two plece
Hyrst, up first, take
the kind of
primitive drumiming
flrst performed b
an undiscovered
tribe letting rip o
the fuselage of a
aeroptane that's
crashed in thelr
patch of Jungle,
hefore supwnoning
its spirit to fiy offf
the back o
cottrastingly’
serene vocals,
rather satisfying
result is, curious|
amissing lin
between Grizzly
Bear and Liars

a kid glove tha
contains an osmiuy
fist. Luke Turner|

BARON

THE UNDERWDRLE,
LGNDQN, 19/01/1
This Is barely a gig,
it's more a lesson
Like Baroness are
leading us by the
throat through fou
decades of hea
rock condensed i
asingle set, Witk
the burly John
Bajzley conducting
affairs, the likes o
‘Isak’ are aselegant
a6 they are
powerfyl, The care:
that went int
making ‘Blue
Record’ a trivmph §
heve In spades, 2
shrieking, crystal
clear goltars and
thudding deauns
make the o
Underworld feel
like gtiter space
Tonight stand
testament to the®™§
glant strides me&
Is making towakd
wider critic
accepiance

Dok Parks

CASSETTES
INTHE CITY

MEMORY TAPES
THESOCIAL, LONDON

TUESDAY, JANUARY 19

he all-powerful blogiversecanbea
harsh mistress to a new artlst. Plucking
you from hehInd your PowerBook, she’ll
m2zle you in the night, whispering
sweet compliments, convincing you to get out
there and show the world what you've got.
Before you know it you're out on the road
showcasing your meagre two tunes to an
anti-climaxing audience and she's turned her
back, spltting spite ang disdain in your face.

Which is perhaps why Memory Tapes (aka
Memory Cassetie, Weird Tapes, Dayve Hawk
plus drummen) have made damn sure theyre
readty to meet the hype. Londan shoehox The
Sofialis Cemtral Line-packed for their second-
ever gig and we have to practically open our
wallet to the baumcer to get a slot pressed
against the back walt hehind Ed from The
Chemical Brothers,

Onstage and Dayve Isteetering between
nanchalant and nervy. If you've been within
10 feet of a computer this year you'll know their
Blog standard: struna-out, blissed~out
electra-pop and, fram the epic quask-techno
glass af ‘Graphics’ to ‘Green Knight”’s more
melancholic shuffile, it halds everyone from the
front to Ed Chemical captive.

While there’s a heavy reliance on the backing
track, it's OK; Memory Tapes dow't sell
themselves as a full band. Rather It's heavily
synthesized computer-pop fronted by Hve
drums, guitar and volce (which, it has to be
sakd, suffers tonal fluctuations tonight).

As they wrap things up with ‘Bicycle’, Memory
Tapes extend the song'’s New Order euphoria
and quiet-loud catn'meouse dynamics by
splking two comglete tunes In the middle
{surfing’ and ‘Swimming Field'), filling 15
minutes with the kind of energy reserved for
jazzed-up personal tralners.

With the backing track still pumping, they
disappear upstalrs, while we're left facing
blasting beats, wondering if we're at aglg,
aclub, or one of these moments that, If not
redefining pop, semehow tweaked its DNA
irrevacably forever. Tim Chester

soJancaryzor0o NME 41


http://magazinesdownload.com/

In this montly’s... DURTGATNOY: Thi'NiOLD STORY FREE' 3
' T ! F—4 6§ &

OU L’ Y 7]

|
M THE JAGIAGUWARL ABEL

UNGUT JARmwma
R
SRy atejet

H E M&}}.;[nlo | : , J’“ : AN i pface?”
- | DIVISIENp

\
| testamCgs L

Tan Cul’™s “

Jythebandhe &%

o (L L left behind
‘ Al 201
: REVYEWR! |
W River | Black Mountaun DR FEELGOD0

fver Okken[;mk Mountaintops

| FeoturingBon
wet sl IROTe.

Pl Besnand | akes
‘ > { ightning

——

You can never have too much great music.
Discoverit every monthwith UNCUT.
Reviews, features, and a free CD. On sale now!

%
sy - FORGET TO P
| = [ CHECK YOLR |

GRAB
YOURS
EVERY
TUESDAY



http://magazinesdownload.com/

¢ ' =
)
J

L N

/

MONDAY, JANUARY 18

-

destructlon

ROLO TORASSI

THE DEAF INSTITUTE, MANCHESTER

>

&

Sheffield’s furious five set out to prove that
there’s more to them than just teenage rebellion

he hrst of three nesy songs from

soon-to-eome second album

‘Cosmology’, Party Wounds' seems

capable of ereating the very grinning

gashes that its title suggests. So far
the signs for the Diplo-produced new record
are goad - fluttering between metalcora
growls and organ-effect synths, there's little
evidence of dancey polish for the sake of it.

‘Abrazas’ is up next, with Eva Spence's tiny

frame projecting the vocal anger of a lioness
with nipple-ache, then, in the blink of an eye,
the harmonies of a Yorkshwe choirgirl.
Jealou* Bones' and ‘Beatrotter’ fallow, before
ancth r r.ew tune, ‘French Motel’. Its a
dramatic situation; in the same two<minute
breath gliding from elassical undertanes to
metaleore-fronted thrashtranica. They may
have bagged a preducer who's at home

retuXing Britney and Kanye West, but the
commercial aspect of RT’s new songs remain
as accidental as the frst lot; 1t's much-needed
futunstie chaos, but not as your local DJ may
18 the erux of Rolo Tomassi and
how much they’ve grown up in
this last year. Their furore may once have been
dismussed as impressive-but-simple teenage
rebellion, but now they're really revelling in
all their perplexing glory.

The final new song exhibited tonight is
‘Kasia’, which does have a more dizco
tendencv this is the song you canreally
danee to. Backstage, pre-gig, Eva downs a shot
of Jigermeister and explains how it deals with
“the times you're on tour, when you're away
from the peaple you love, how it effects those
relationships. But they don't change; goad
relationships stay the same”. Afterthe

5 J
ndmd’re magam

head-banging reception given to this nevie,
the same could perhaps be said for the obvious
love the band’s fans hold for them.

With James now stagediving, ‘Seabs’ and
‘Film Noir’ incite final moments of mayhem.
Ending with the melting-cireuitboard racket of
‘I Love Twbulence’, the quintet depart, Eva
thanking everyone for coming and swishing
themn a good evening ir her swprisingly
gentle, almost timid speaking voice. But
that deal was already sealed.

In 2010, Sheffield's Rolo Tomassi still have
the looks, the talent and tha essential ability
to ravage a live audience, As performers, their
confidence is eomfortable and ever-growing,
and their determination to produce musie that
holds as much econfusion as meaning remains
solid; it would be foolish to underestimate
what this band will deliver next Kally Murroy

II;
"7 4
'~_\$
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The Cosmi

wssssemsanss ous-BABE SHADOW-

WED 05 & THU 06 MAY - FRI 07 & SUN 09 MAY

EDINBURGH mﬁggm EXCHANGE BLACKPOOL El\flfz’zﬁggs BALLROOWM
MON 10 & TUE 11 MAY THU 13, FRI 14 & SAT 15 MAY
WOLVERHAMPTON CIVIC THEATRE LONDON HMV HAMMERSMITH APOLLO
0870 320 7000 0844 844 4748 / 020 7734 8932
24 hour ticket hotline 0871 2200 260

Buy on-line www.gigsandtours.com www.gigsinscotland com [T

TICKETS ON SALE 9AM FRIDAY 29 JANUARY ﬁ ' i

Debut album ‘Lungs’ www.fterenceandthemachine.net
A Motropolis Music, SJM Cancarts, DF Bancarts & EYOE preserdation by arrangement with CAA
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=
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CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF DONINGTON ROCK H[STORY

FRIDAY 11 - SUNDAY 13 JUNE
DONINGTON PARK 2010

ACADC

THEM GROOKED YULTURES

céﬁaneo STONE TEMPLEPILOTS

V%ﬁ‘ﬁ‘f MEGADETH  ~o'ovheqy /17 (
WOLIAGTHEE  VOLBEAT

s ON SALE 9AM FRIDAY 2971 JANUARY
g' FOR TICKETS, FESTIVAL UPDATES AND TRAVEL INFO GO TO: E:%mo
4 NOW N SAJF: WEEKEND TICKETS, CAR PARKING {£15 ADYANCE WHEN BOOKING TICKET, £20 ON GATE) & CAWPING TICKETS

RIP PACKAGES (VIP CAMPING) & RIP HCTES PACKAGES ALSO AN ILABLE FROM THE FESTIVAL WEBSJTE OR CALL 0207 009 3484 ““
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Tincoln Engine Shed *
DETROIT *
Bristol O, Acadamy * 0B44 477 2000
EII[IIHAWKS* 13 Bournsmouth Oy Acedemy 0844 477 2000
15 sdeffield 0p Academy
23 Rdinkmargh Picture Houss * 0844 4909 990

plus special guests March 2010
TiHe WP SRS Bty +

ap
f%  Liverpool Tnfversity *
08 Nottingham Rock City * 0871 310 G000

SOCIAL 00

BLUB 11 Norwich UHA * 01603 BOB 08B0

12 Blackpool Empress Ballroom (0871 2200 280
16 Oxford Op Academy 0844 477 2000
18 Lomdon Og Briwton Academy 0844 477 2000
20 BPBirmingham Qp Academy 0844 477 2000
».  liswcastle O, Academy
24 Glasgow Oy Academy * 0844 4000 880
f  Laeds Op Academy

Buy online at www.gigsandtours.com | www.ticketmaster.co.nk 24hr cc hotline 0871 8300 840 | 0844 BRa 2828
New alngle "YOU OVRRDID [T DOLL' reéloessd 18th February from the new alburn FALCON released 82né Februsry  www.ithecourteeners.com

PLUS GUESTS CASIOKIDS #*
GROSVENOR ZOMNGAMIN
SPRING HEEL JACK (pisE) &

O,
SHEPHERDS BUSH EMPIRE
OB44 477 2000

SUNDAY 16 MAY PLUS
BIRMINGHAM O ACADEMY 2 VERY SPECIAL GUESTS
OB44 477 2000

MOMDAY 17 MAY
MANCHESTER CLUB ACADEMY

o161 232 1111
TUESDAY 16 MAY
GLASGOW O, ABC
0844 477 2000
W GUOLINDTOLRR. COM { 244 O HOTLINE QY 2200 280 Febnmry
Fi 12 GLASGOW O; Academy
$o 113 EDINBURGIT HMYV Picture }fouse 0844 439 9990
Mon 15 NOTTINGHAM Rock City 0672 2100000
Te 16 LEEDS O, Academy — . (34T 2000
T 18 NEWCASTLE Op Academy~y — 084e477 2000
Fi 19 MANCHESTER Academy v — sis1ss2iin
su 20 BIRMINGHAM Q Academy v — cfuaa72000
Mon 2 BOURNEMOUTH O, Academy - 0844772000
e 23 BRISTOL G, Academy — . 08444772000
% SLASGOW M TUTS wed 24 NORWICH UEA — 01803508030
Evﬁ’!sngn,mu ¥i 2% LONDON Brixton O; Academy v 0844772000
4 77 20 .
MANGHESTER 3 sa 27 LONDON Brixton O; Acadeny wm s 0844 477 2000
B 0141832 1199 .

— M mmme = m— T L T AR T - LR g meattmdcom & wwvwal-ticky e 0
£ O, OF 1 O i by srecgrrant it 13 Ak 5 ] y ‘ONE LIFE §TA ' -THF "W ALEUM QUT FEBRUARY 18T wwwhotchip.co.uk

K
e A"
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0845 345 1400 | 0871 231 0843 | 0844 847 2331 | 029 2023 0130
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¢ /|sunny day real estate

12 Up together for their first ever uk shoty

London

| HMV Forem

D844 B47 2405
Aleu available 2t 0871 230 559%
killiive.com & monal ontlets,
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a

I b

AW 2 e by enagenens v
- 15 or Enpersiamene

februgry 2010
Bt 14 Norwich Asis Conire
ton 15 Brighieg

wed 17 Notii

e 18 N |

gow Oran Mér
?cm Dext insittute
siol Cacler

\n 23 London Bush Hall

NE% DATE ADDED -

Wednesday 19th May
LONDON BLCOMSIAURY BALLROOM

0871 230 D010 { KILILIVE.COM

Tick®is an JO. varn Fooay February 5th

RELEABES DEBUT ALSIM THE FAIMLY JEWE.E ON FEB 15th THROUGH 67 %/ATLANTIC
NEW BINGLE "HOLLYWOOD™ OUT FEB 11t
Myssece.comdmanincandiediamonts « madnaarditredlamonds.com

A KErordoro, DHE OF Conteprty ahd Musdc, 1 i Xrory
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27 BIRMINGHAM Oz ACADEMY3
29 LCESYEY 3UMO

29 NOTTINGHA 1 BODERA
30 HITCHIN THE REMIX

31 OXFORD Oz ACADENY 2

01 NORWICH ARTS CENTRE

02 PETERBOWOUGH YRE CRESBETY
03 QLASGDW KING TUTS c20mi sy wis)
04 LONDON HOXTON BAR & KITCHEN
08 BRIGNTON THE PRANCE ALBERT
08 SOUTHAMPTON I INERS

G7 BOUERNEMOUTH IBAR

04 YEOVIL OWANGE BOX

04 READING 5UE &8

10 BRISTOL THENLA

12 CARDIFF BARFLY

13 LIVERPOOL Oz ACAREMY

14 LEEDS COCKPIT

18 HULL UNIVEREITY

16 MANCHEATER MONO LIVE

17 WRENHAM CENTRAL STATION
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THE FACTORY

A NEW LIVE VENUE & INDIE CLUB
LAUNCHING FRIDAY 5th FEBRUARY 2010

“This is MANCHESTER... We do things differently here...”

ANTHONY H WELA0M

for more information visit

www.FACTORYmanchester.com

s THE MACCABEE
¥+ Bombay ° _ THE
Blcyf)le BIG Pll\lK

Club _ ,
DRUMS '*hjo

Thur 4th Feb Newcastle 0; Academy Sat 13th Feb CardPOUBOLRy .‘:

.....

Frl 5th Feb Glasgow Barowland Sun 14th Feb Bris®UL A Gkidmy , 'q;
Sat 6th Feb Mang DO Ndademy Mon 13th Feb BrizigoLDooBT { N
Sun 7th Feb Laegy kR Oty Tues 16th Feh Bournemouth 0: Acadenty ‘ e
fue 9th Feb Notip@mBCFRAtk City Thur 18th Fob  PortgpsDhAREmids Centre | ‘
Wed 10th Feb  Norgioh DEOUTY Fri 19th Feb Camip A TEXchange ‘

Thurs 11th Feb  Birmingham 0: Academy Sat Fob 20th BrixtG QUM my .

Tickets available from

< _ - www.gigsandtours.com www.hmvtickets.com 24hr cc hotline 0871 2200 269;

meludes a 50p chanty donation &

mrmem & @B hov 9 s
. * An SJM Concerts presemtation in association with PF Concerts and Metropolls Music > ib i
WG
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16 SHEFFIELD LEADMILL 0878 BE0 4SS5

17 LEEDS STYLUS 0113 380 1342

18 NEWCASTLE UNIVERSITY 0191 263 5600

19 GLASGOW QMU 0141 334 4588

20 ABERDEEN WAREHOUSE 0844 $47 2319

22 EDINBURGH THE PICTURE HOUSE  csss 202 1740

23 INVERNESS IRONWORKS 0871 789 173

24 MANCHESTER ACADEMY 2 D161 832 1111

25 CARDIFF MILLENMIIM HALL 0870 440 2600
26 BOURNEMOUTH OLD FIRESTATION 01262 563 sss

28 BRIGHTON CONGCORDE 2 01273 673 31}
MARCH

62 PORTSMOUTH PYRAMID 4239 282 4285
03 NORWIGH WATERFRONT 01683 504 650

04 NOTTINGHAM RESCUE ROOMS os7) 200 00m
06 BIRMINGHAM 02 ACADEMY 0844 477 2000

07 BRISTOL THEKLA 0378 444 4440
08 EXETER LEMON GROVE 01352 263 518
09 GXFORD 02 ACRDEMY 0844 477 2600
12 BUBLIN BUTTON EACTORY Q818 713 300

TICKETS ALSC RVAILABLE ROM: 88444 775 775 / WWW.GOLDENYOIGE.CO. UK

TIGKEY BIYIRS ARE EXVERED INTO lmss FESTIWAL #42E DILRY F88 (mm
EXCLUSIVE WP TICKETS. EO TO WWW.IOCKHESS.CA. 3K FOR BETAILS.
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. 4HE CHAPMAN FAMILY

. LITTLE COMETS
FRANKIE & THE HEARTSTRINGS

s
L MONDAY 15 FEBRUARY
o STOCKTON ON TEES
. .. THE GEORGIAN THEATRE

0844 847 2424

e © BICYCLE THIEVES
“SOUND OF GUNS
y MORNING PARADE
FRIDAY 19 FEBRUARY
LIVERPOOL MASQUE

0844 847 2424

Tickets available from

Lttle  cramorl? e o

Clh\ﬁts THE CHAPMAN FAMILY
FRANKIE & THE HEARTSTRINGS LITTLE COMETS
THE CHAPMAN FAMILY WEDNESDAY 17 FEBRUARY
TUESDAY 16 FEBRUARY LEEDS BRUDENELL
YORK FIBBERS SOCIAL CLUB
0844 847 2424 0844 847 2424
' <Y
W
2t
s 7
SHARKS/// SHAPES + TANTRUMS Ve
THE DEAD FORMATS + GUESTS SUNDAY 21 FEBRUARY
SATURDAY 20 FEBRUARY BIRMINGHAM .
CARDIFF BARFLY RAINBOW y
0844 847 2424 0844 847 2424 A

Tickets available from www.barflyclub.com / www.ticketweb.co.uk or 0844 847 2424

(oo
¢ B Bl b e
honvcom

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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UKTOUR 2010
FRI30 APR  LONDON, O: Acadenty Brixton  SOLD OUT

SAT1MAY LONDON, O: Academy Brixton 08444 771 000
SUN2MAY LONDON, O:Academy Brixton 08444 771 000
TUE4AMAY GLASGOW Barowimds 08444 155 221
WED 5 MAY HULL, City Hall 0871 22 00 260
THUGMAY LIVERPOOL, Mountford Hall 08444 771 000

TICKETWEB TICKETH AR % TICKETUNE SIKHOLE
08444 771 000 0844 847 1687 (24 hour) 0844 8884401 0844884 2020
TICKETWER.COUK TICKETMASTER.COUIK SHIDDLE.COM

“under 143 sre wiNoame | e wbatind ba ooy

e www.deadmauS5.com

Mm ACREAM, AFd LIVE & LOUDSOUND PRESENTATION HY ARRANOEMENT WITH WWE ENTERTAINWENT

avallable on ITunes  also on Munes ang o maxmag g ]
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Frs 20th BRISTOL - Flaecn
Sci 30h GAASGOW - (O
Suin 315t GATESHEAD - Soga

UARY

:“ R NGHAN -Hom 3 Hounds
“Tou 20d BRIGKTON - Audle
Wed 3rd LONDON - TobnelPark Do m
i i MAHCHESTER - Dol Ishle BLOOMSBURY THEATRE

1l Sih LVERPOOL - Kozimiar SATs ' FEB & SUN 0% MARCH
Smethilm‘-ﬂhl"w — , EXTRA DATR ABDED

‘ -y TUESDAY &4th MAY at B.00pm

Box Dffice: 020 7388 8822

Sy & chelsaddts
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To advertise here gm
- Ot th & 121:h mv 2010
phone Neil on R O7ioes 0844 844 4748 d
BRAND NEW STAND-UP SHOW FOR 2010 s

0203 148 2989 e

Se Boak online ot www.spatickois.aom Book onlne at: wenw.tic kotmaster.oo.
e ummmw_ﬂ_‘mun 2200 980 Mnnmmmm:om 1“““

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com


http://magazinesdownload.com/

5

% .

LETW SEE F
THERE’S POTENTIAL
TO GENERATE

AN INCREMENTAL
CROS5-BAND
REVENLUE STREAM
WITH YOU.

COULD YOU PLEASE
DIMENSIONALISE
YOLUR CORE ATTRIBRITES FOR ME, DUDE?

James (guitar/vocals): “1 don't kniow what to say,
it's difficult to define what we do - it’s just hlues
music realty.”

WANKALICIOUS, WHAT'S YOUR CURRENT
CATCHMENT AREA?

“Wwe gig a lot around Northampton. Although our
manager trashed the dressing room at tie bast
venue, sa we've been hapned from there.”

YOUI NEED TO DOWNSIZE THAT ANTI-COHM GODN.
WHAT’'S YOUR STRATEGY VIS-A-VIS 20107

“Wwell, we've all gat Jobs and girlfriends, and it's
guite difficult to persuade people to dedicats
themselves to it.”

YOU NEED TD GROW YOUR INCENTIVISATION TO
ACCESS SUCCESS.

“Bart we’re from the Midlands - we're tepid,
passionless people, We're trying to make it about
songs, something apart from marketing and

plmplng yourself out, but I’'m swiftly realising you

car't dothat.”

YOU NEED A NEW MANAGER TO BUILD YOUR
BRAMND BEFORE ANY RECORD OOMPANY WILL
GIVE YOU A'RSPACE.

“Yeah, that would be realty nice if someone
could do everything for us. Yeah, that really is
what we’ve got todp.”

WWW.MYSPACE COM/THEWORKINGPROJECTS

B1TCH YOUR BAND

If you're in an unsigned band and fancy going
head-to-head with Blaine, emall fetters@nme.
o with a link t6 your MySpace page plus

a contact email and phone numbey and the
subject ine “ARR wanker”

WOROS: MANTIN RONRISN

NEW & UNSIGNED

WANT YOUR BAND MENTIONED INNME? CALL 020 3148 2989

The Revellions
UK Showcase Tour

Jan 27th Underbelly %.45pm, | | Hoxton Square, Landan
Jan 2Bth Groova Records || Spm, Wist Smithfield, London
Jan 28ch The (00 Ciub [0.00pm, Oxford St.. London
Jan 25th The Square Hartavr |0.00pm, Fourth Avenve, Ersax

\

Wl o g Billagueant.isg”
Rod v n” Ruel Magazine

.. 310 st gowraze

Uzl

gdebut ep now available onifunes

§ MHSPOCE. oM

NME SAYS; Melodic Australian indie

DAVID TYRRELL

2009 1s aver akong With UK Tour

Watch out Europe 2010
as Subslance is sl «»

WM. Myspace.co

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

NAE SAYS: Organ led rhythm and blues that makes us think - NME SAYS: Widescreen haltadeering
of the tate, great Anlmals

e Tt suys"
= WL TONICPIN. CO.uh
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ARE YOU READY FOR MAJOR
SUCCESS?

Estabushed management/promotions firm seeks top calibre
artists (both successful and new) for representation. We
have a senior level global contact base at major labels,

radio, TV and media.
Please cali or emall for an informal chat and advice.

9 Wimpole Street, London W1G 9SR
Tel: 0207 291 1050
Email* redzonegroup@yahoo co.uk

THE UK'S BIG ~=T

NATIONAL MUSIC COMPETITION
FOR BANDOS ANO ACTS

wavw. LiveandUnsigned.UK.com
Live and Unsigned foatived coming 1hia summerd

e >
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LEEDS
OLLEGE
FMUSIC

RRER R AR R

popular

music
courses i

RN TRERRRRVRERRERRERRRRRE

Undergraduate & Postgraduate
courses in Popular Music

- BA (Hons) Popuica @
Music Stuffies " \
- PG Dip/MA Performeance ¢ i
:iﬁ?&m.@..”“o.

0113 222 3416
wwwlem ac uk

where
2N
feappens

GUIDELINES AND DISTL
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| WANT TO SOUND LIKE...
MIIKE SNOW

Johnny Cranston, 20, Durham: “How
do | get electronic instruments to
sound less digital and more like real
instruments, as Miike Snow do?”

THE SO0UND

When Andrew Wyatt (formexiy of
new-wavers The AL) taarmed up with
celebrated Swedish writer-producers
Pantus Winnberg and Christian
Karlssoa, their subsequent debut
married the best etements of electro
and indle with iiber-accessibie
madern pop production - like Jeff
Huckley having early Depeche lnde
and Britney Spears around for a jam.

THE GEAR

A Fender/Squier Strat and Precision
Bass will come In handy for string-
driven duties, As for the electronlcs,
the MS boys love funky analog synths,
Including the &nalogue Sodurtions
Vostok and the Roland 5ystem 100
and 700, None of these are easlly
avallabie andfor cheap, 50 our advice
Is to scour secondhand ads, eBay and
your local Cash Corverters for old
synths on the cheap. However, If you're
looking for 2 budpet way tnget some
classic anatogue synth soLnds, you
€an always try Korg Legacy 5oftware.

IN THE STUDIO

Having produced the albsm
thensetves, Mlike Saow believe that
the recording equipment used has a
huge effect on your music and sound.
Again, they prefer using

classic APl compreasors,

consoles and preamps,

and In many ways, play

them as muchas

Instruments, Whatover

equlpment youead up

using, seeitasa

creative tool rather

than just a machine,

Learn everything it can

d0 in the manual, then

throw away the

manual and flnd put

what happens when you

try things [t's not

supposed to ba able to

do - you never know,..

NEXT WEEK:
Good Shoes

words by Johin Callaghan from...

THE TECHNIQUE

Flipping and reversing slectronlc parts
and then synching them to real
instrument parts are all standard
trigks to make digital sounds seem
more arganic. in addition, Miike Snow
insist on daing things manually that
can quite easily be dane digitally, like
controfling filters and oscillations,
giving things less of a perfect feel.
Lastly, maving the sounds from ong
format to another, eg midi to tape and
then back bo midl, messes with the
parrity of a sound - perfect for when
you want to have some character.

BEST TRICK

Flitering a kick drum sound sa that (t's
connected to the synths within a mix
ghves things a lot inove welly than
you'd get if you weint for the standard
fayering technigue that keeps drums
and synths quite far apart.

Taking to
the Miike

BAND SERVICES

PZCOLINTI

* OHdroponics

GHow what you wont, wher you weant.

Dont buy it, Grow it!

wiww, 3CH.co.uk - Tel: 01923 77-52-68

DATE CHAT
MEN: 0871 808 5818
GAY: 0871 508 55344

0. Hibwrk 8544 334 0044,
-7 - !?wmlm Metwork 2rtrs
gy, Uis calls recersed. $9: 40

WOMEN CALL FREE~
D200 075 9128

= Frap frem BT Landline.

Drummer
Wanted

For seriously
rocking band
Bluesy groovs,
London based
Rolling Stones, Led
Zeppelin and Who
07785 732683

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

Mill Hill Music Complex
0208 906 9991
London H\YY
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mias

BonaFideStudio
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Londop EC2: open 247

P
Aesarsals from {8 pihoind blens
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GIGS
BOOKING NOW

THE MACCABEES

The guintet headBine the Shockwaves NME Awards Towr

TUESDAY

FEBRUARY 2

Be sure to tune into NME Radlo from 2pm mmg
as lain Baker gets the [owdown on what’s

happening in camp Hot Rats A U] 0

[T R oNODSLL_ . strashourg Proud Gafieries 2010 alongside Bombay Sicyde Club, The Big Pink and
These New Paritans Hare And The Fanciub/Magh & Fur/Hey Zeus 020 /482 3867 The Drums. NME. COM/ar our/the maccahees

Hounds 121 444 2081 Bulfalo e (120 7359 4191 Torn Hickox Shaughterad Lamb

T LT TheHot Rats Garage (20 6071808 0208682 4080 ke ey
Blarkheart Thekda (2713 100000 Japamese Voyeurs/Sharks/The AAMCMASTRR
i 3 T oo s T HOT CLUB DE PARIS
02Aca1unvzo§_1o 12000 WA Kasshiy/Leah Masyn The Lewington 61 507 9000

CAMBNIDOE - 020 78375387 Johnny Forgigeer Ruby Lounge )
Throats Portband A 01223 357254 1618341302 With an lmposstbly long-titied EP due out In February,
EARDIFK Marconi Wsiow Band On The wa, the Liverpudiian outfit make thelr retum to the five
Judy Collins The Clghe 6] 332662 NAIE, rhi
pe cd e crault b 2030, NVIE,COM/artists/hots crub~de~parfs
Kumt & The Gang Barfly § gnzesz 20909090 HERIY Y e aeamm =
029 2066 7658 16 Oceamstae Academy 3 0161 832 1111
¥iv Alertime Buffak Bar Rammstein Cvening Hews Arena MBV DEE
{2920 310312 O1& 950 5000 -
w0 Thao & The Get Down Stay Dowe ) + b~
warduk vhelars 00 3531 475 9372 Deaf Imsfifuite OLEGL 330 4G19 Sometiune collaborator with Antony & The Johnsons,
B LT Twenty Twenty Roadhouse Baby Dee towrs ahead of new albim ‘Books Of Songs',
AnExperiment On A Bird In The A geze! outt In March. NME.COM/artists/baby dee
puoiinll BRIGHTON [= o i ol

Hamel Cluny 191230 4474

DAN SMITH

SATES!
athhates In Parls Ttvee Tons

sz AllTECHRE

02 Acadenty 2 # -
- —— 01273 606 906 N N
Decapitsted tvory Blacks -t - 262 3 r
014122787 e - . The electronic ploneers-in-sound get set to preview
Lacuna Coll 02 ABC The Klesb» Traubadour Club Oceas Colour Soma 02 Acadenmy tracks off their new albwm ‘Oversteps’, out on Warp
0570903 3444 W 0207370 1434 0870 771 200(} ua tihds spring. NME.COM/artists/autechie
Supsrmarionation Pha Piva Lou Bartew Bu<l) Hall Story Of The Year 02 Academy 2 p ng' & ’
0141564 8100 020 8222 6955 [ b g I [ ey
° : MRIboe Snow 5c3la 020 7333 2022 —
The@lack DahHa Murder Ric ol) Ciy Conflgantlal KOKO Pater Vou Posl D1 B TlMES NEw VIKING
0844 414 2182 000 7388 3222 02392 779 83%
Munitipal Waste (ot Show Of Hands 100 Tub auvasRSR -
0113244 2446 020 7636 0933 Jamba FollowIng the release of their gloriously rictous feurth
Sln Attanth Catioit Room 3 Shy Chiawiuie Heal  sadarne album ‘Born Again Revisited', the Ghio three-plece
1132441573 Jolis 000 7734 2473 Wrongly Accesed Hom (1727 353143

return to the UK. NAE. COM/arﬂs!s/Dmes -f1ew: wkmg

 TINDERSTICKS

Nottingham's very own love-lgst alt.rock pessimists
annowunce a towr ahead of their latest albunt, ‘Falling
Down A Mountaln’. NME,COM/artists/tindersticks

TSy tay ke citchod Slbesn FelSEues for U3 uagital
age, but as their A-Z singles serles proves, there’s séill
life In the Narthern (rish trio yet, NME.COM/artisés/ash

I.A ROUX

All that glitters... Elly Jackson hits the road with her
accaimed self titled debwt album for ‘The Gold Tour”.
AME.CO artizes/la roux

HIGH PLACES

Loz Angeles-hased experimentalists High Places are
heading out on a tour starting in, er, coastal places.
Go, see? YME.COM/artists/Tigh-plates

Cseeestettastittiitt gL servve——.

up to 48 hours before general release. Just register at 02 co.uk/priority
When Priority Tickets arc gone, they’re gonc. Terms apply.

O, customers can get Priority Tickets to thousands of gigs nationwide O
2
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PLASTISCINES NECKLACE

Tocelebrate the release of their latest single, the b untly
named ‘Bitch', Parisian punkeltes rhe Plastiscines have joined
forces with cult accessories labe' Tatty Devine to make this
refreshingty rude nare necklace. Made from the finest plastic
money can buy, we believe this 1s what's known in the trade

as ‘statement jewellery”. Just remernber to take it of f when
visiting elderly relatves.
lesplastiscines.com/shop/

DIZZEE HOT PANTS
Cheeky Rascal by name and now definitely a cheeky Rasca by nature,
Dizzee's latest merch comes In the shape of these ladies' hot pants.
Emblazoned with the name of his fourth album, you won't be able to

i the NME Store. Just don't forget ta wear something ontop of them.
NME.COM/store

1ERRY HILL
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STYLOPHONE
BEATBOX

find these in the M&S underwear akles, but you will be able to nab them

Making you feel like some
kind of ntergalactic cross
hetween Little Boats
and Doug E Fresh, the
Stylophone BeatBox
rmixes up a bunch of
hurman beatbox natses,
percussion sounds
and beats, perfect
for mucking abolt
making tunes in
your bedroom

with. You can

record and build
your own loops
withit, aswellas
plugging it Into

your MP3-player and
layering sounds over
pre-existing tracks.
A little bit silly ant

a2 whole lot addictive.
generationd.co.uk

ART BRUT PLIMSOLLS

Jle Argoes might e about to embark on a European tour with his
and his missus’ side -project Everyboty Was In The French Resistance...
Now, but that doesn’t mean you can't still show support for the band he
norma fy calls home, Art Brut Instead of saying it with a T-shirt though,
why not say it with shoes, and more spedifically, with these sweet
checkerboard-style plimsalls, $o/emusicuk.cont

: HOWTO MAKEIT
IN MUSIC BOOK

‘his fact-packed, revised edition of How
To Make it In Musicincludes pretty much
everything you need to know about
becoming a rack’n’roll star. From how to
sortout your tour expenses and the best
way to mix and master your tracks to al
the need-to-know egal nitty gritty about
contracts, royalties and rights, this 1s
amust for budding Beth Dittos and
wannabe Alex Turners.
Maghooks.com
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Win Beatles’ Box Of Vision

nstead of hiding away all
those Beatles re'ssues you
splashed out on last year
ina boring CD rack, why
not give them the lind of
sophisticated home they deserve?
Offcially licensed by Apple Corps
Lid, the Bax Of Vistonis a
supar-swanky, silver-embossed,
black linen-covered collection of
three boos. One has storage
compartments for all your shiny
remastered CDs, another features
over 200 pages of LP-sized album
artwark images and there’s also
acomplete, full-colour Beatles
diseography in there too. Far more
info, visit www.Boxofvision.co.atk.
Worth just shy of £100 each, we've got
two to qive away. Soto be in with
achanee of winning, correctly
answer the question below.

What was the title of The
Beatles' debut album?

To enter the
oIt

S Com/ein

THE NME CROSSWORD

'WIN A BAG OF
NME SWAG

CLUES ACROSS

1They may be "Cnly Revolutions'
But | got more than a nasty turn
from there (4-2-6)

£ (See 20 down)

: 9°all The Kang's Men' toulda't

: tame these northemers {4-4)

I 10 These New Perlans are

: covering up their new album (6)
. 12The Breeders finally plop an
. album down (a-6)

13 Gel Cape. Wear Cape. Fly golng

: abitenspy (-3
; 14 Legendary US record kabel
: that shane with Elvis Presley and

Johnny Cash (3}
16 Movie in which Black Eved
Peas’ singer Fergle plays the role

¢ oFa prostitute (4)

: 19 Roxy blog nisread by
1)

Partishead (5-
21 Parks the wrong way for Teed

: Amos (S)

. 22¢330 They first showed up with
‘A Fever You Can't Sweat out’
452350

{ 25+32A Where to dig the dirt on

Wu-Tang Clan (6-3)
26 Pralsed, from the heart,
Swervedriver album {5}
Agalnst gecting the new album
Vampire Weekend (8|
2E«3D Joln bays ar perhapsa
new dance music band {3-2}

. 30 Pleasant-sounding prog-rack
+ band of the "60s5 (4)
: 31+2D In my area, perhaps,

¢ & The Diamonds (2-4)

appears American Jegend dubbed
‘The Mather Qf The Blues® (2-6)
32 (See 25a

33 Number on a Pearl Jam

album {(3)

CLUES DOWN
148D It's the way for a Jungle
Book character to go with Marina

cecrresrdasescnpdan

Find more magazines at www.

rdedrtvar

avien

2 Singer/songwriter best knawn

Foe his version of ‘Everybody’s

Talkin" ¢7)

3 (Ser 26 across)

4 Dok Angle was all wrong far

Queen an this it (8)

5 Time to move qulckly for eithar

a Jane Wiedlin or Joyrider single

{4-4)

6 (See 1 down)

7 (See 3t across)

11 (See 22 across)

15 The high llving of a band that

indiiged In *Other People's

Problems’ {5-4)

17 One el recarded differently

zo)mntain "60s hit by The Turt es
7,

18 The pulling poweer of either
James Byown or Embrace 7)
20~+84 Covld perhaps Lriode act
coming from Dirty Projectors?
{54}
22 Somehaw asleep as U2
pecform (6)
21 Fororlst electronlc graup wha
100k ‘Command’ Iast year (§)
24 ‘My __ 'by Foa Fighters or

* by Stiff Little
Flngers {3)

28 Thus helped Paul McCartney ta
take off withwings In 1974 (3)
29 Any change to be made in
lihe-up of Britlsh Sea Power (3)

meaavevsvevevrvedevetevrdatedriasrarerarara e ryasraesrararaes ey

JANUARY 2 ANSWERS

L itind

1460 Meet Me On The Equing, 9 Queer, Loayewe
Bayom, 11+29A Owt Gf g e,

Drmfong InLA, wonm.wmnm& zzs«.
2407y, 254264 AN My Life, 33 5001, 35 APB

14312 My Bloody Vakenting, 2 Elerinity, 3 May,

4 Orblsan, 55210 Try Try Try, 7 Vierve, 12480 Fake
Plastic Trees, 15 Gaz, 300 Gus Gus, 18 Nitzer
Ebb, 20 M Love, 23 Bliss, 27 |hiza, 28 Phan, 32 WA,

COMPILED BY
Thewor Flingerford
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PETER ROBINSON

He's been Gollum,
King Kong and
now [an Dury -
next up, Bono?

elle, Andy. Now let's preface
this by saying that | haven’t
seen the film we're about
ta disquss.
“The- fine.”

Now that’s out of the way we can
cantinue with the interview.
“Yes.”

Sa you're the lead in the Jan Dury biopic,
Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roli. Most of the
coverage seems to have invohved the
srown-up press hanging on about lan
Dury the poet and the Impertant cultural
figure, and sa on, How wowld you explain
Dury to a passing beenager?

“He had a unieque voice for his time,

that was constructed out of personal
experience and his battle with poho

a4 a child, which gave him an incredible
dnve and crealive fervour. He's probably
one of the most viscerally live peaple
you're likely to see onstage. He
definitely deserves re-evaluation, 10
years since he died. Aclua ly, one of his
most famous songs was ‘Spasticus
Autisticus', which was a war cry against
the politically correct International Year
Of The Disabled, and there’s
a INOVemert now on
Facebook to get that to
Mumber One in March.”

well, there are a lot of

Facebook campaigns areund

There's ane at the moment to

try and engineer a Top 10

consisting entirely of

Florence And The Machine songs. How
gaod was fan’s music out of 102

“Well, 'm a massive jazz fan myself, so
for me, so neowe ake Tom Waits isa 10,
Nina Simone v 2 1. And Ian Dury is
also 2 10, The written word, combined
with a melody to move peaple and
change their perception, 18 such an
amazing thing, Not many people can
really do that, and that's what he did,
And he wasn't a great vocalist Hewas
an appalling vocalist! Which is why I got
away with playing him (laughs).”

samething i read In one of your previous
intevviews about this fllm Is that the
reaction of 1an’s famlly was he was
actually more of a cunt chan your
portrayal suggested...

“Well, what we wanted to do was create
a film which, if lan watched it, he'd
have... \~.reL" he'd have hated to see
po-faced reverential idolising or

66 NME 20 anuary 2010

“SHANE MACGOWAN’S
ISN'T A BAD STORY.

ANDIRECKON

I COULD DO BONO”

mythelogising on screen. We sat dovm
three years ago and said What is it we
want to do?. And we wanted the energy
and essence of the man, the energy of
alive Blockheads gigwith the madness
that went along with that, and we
wanted it to be really visual”

Is it not getting to the peint where

you sit down with your agent and go,
‘Gellum, King Kong, fan Dury.. how
abaut a nice romcom’?

“Funmly enough I am just about 1.,
well, it's riat a romantie camedy, but I'm
abouttadoa very macabre blaek horror
romantie oomedyaa the next project”

More excitingty you're In the new Tin Tin
filr! And The Hobbit.

“Yes! Nothing’s signed and sealed with
The Hobbit yet, but it’s locking pretty
certain - when we were shooting Tir Tin
in New Zealand [ spent a day with
[director] Guillerma del Toro and e

talkad about how Gollum was going to
be approached. It was fantastic to see
whera he was going with regards to
Middla Earth. And Tin Tinwasan
extraordinary project to work an, but
that’s not caming until 2011, so [ won't
say too nuch abhout that..”

Would you like to play another rock star?
“Somecne suggested Shane MacGowan
and that’s not a bad story..”

| anty ask because, and | know this isn't
thesort of thing ane says in polite
comversation, but 1 think you could do
agoad Bona.

"BONQ! Yeah, I could do Bono! You'll
have to write the sereenplay.”

Well | can tell you now that it won’t be
amusical. Would it have been easier to
portray somenne you didn’t actually
think was much cop?

“Well, t’s the job of an actor for me,
anyway, to immerse myself in the
characer and engage 1n their moral
sphere. And in this instance there were
many similarities in my phl[osophical
take on musie, art, life, family.”

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

When was the Last time you questioned
whether you were good enoush?

“You do 1t every single tume! 11's part of
the process! You mught be on aroll, then
there Il be a scene that unhinges you It's
a constant ghtrope walk.”

Let’s fInish of f with you saying anice
thing, a message, to the readers of NUE,
“Yes. PLEASE go out and see this film,
We were stuffed with the dumping of
snow in our opening weekend and,
without sounding like we're trying to
whore ourselves, this film works
brilliantly on the big screen.”

Let’s hope that by the time this appears
in the magazine the country’s media wilé
have finished harping on about snow
morming, naon and night, demanding
‘user-generated’ photos and blog stories
about what amounts to litthe more than
a bit of weather.

] Er, ye&»

BIOPICS WE'D
LIKE TO SEE

DAYEGROHL

Starring Martin Freeman In the lead
role, with Barbara Windsor as
Courtney Love. Frances Bean Cobain
will be portraylng Fearne Cottonvin the
soon-to-be-legendary ‘Fearne Cotton
loses self up Grobl's humbole during
radio Interview’ scene,

JOHMNY BORRELL

Bringing the life of a tortured genlus
to the blg screen, Borrel exploves
what really drives one of Brltish rock™
greatest enigmas. Conclusion:
massive ego, desire to get leg over.

KLAXOMS

Lord Of The Rings style, sprawling,
five-partseries. Inflkm ane, an alhum
is released, Infilms two, three and
four, an album Is not refeased. Infilm
five an album is released, and then the
hand splits up.

SCOAUTING FO¥R: GIRLS

This was scheduled as a 2011
blackbuster, with wili Ferrell playing
all three members, However, the
mavie was sadly cancelled when news
leaked of arlval studic planning
aWombats hiopic.

WINEHOUSE

This Is a role that reqitires humanity
and lightness of touch, so the obvlous
choice for the lead role Is LOL-faced TV
unfunwywoman Katy Brand, Featwing
Mark Ronson as hinsself,
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THE DRUMS | THE BIG PINK | BOMBAY BICYCLE CLUR | LIARS | REACH HOUSE
OF MONTREAL | FOOL’S GOLD | YEASAYER | PHOENIX | LIGHTSPEED CHAMPION
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Discover your inner rock star, one app at a time.

GuitarToolkit

£5.9% - Want to jam? The iPhone has everything you
need, with an accurate chromatic tuner that uses
the built-in microphone, adjustable metrenome and
complete library of over 1,500 chord variations.

Last.fm

Free « Create your own personal radio station, Enter

a favourite artist or genre and Last fm streamns a custom
soundtrack based on your musical taste and even gives
you info on bands and upceming live performances,

E BeatMaker

£11.99 « Whether you want ta program drums or sketch
an entire song, your iPhone ¢an help you produce high-
quality tracks with built-in trigger pads, sequencing
tools and audio effects

Concert Vault

Free « If you missed being at the live performance,
listen to it on your iPhane. Now you can access 2,950
live concert recordings of shows from the 60% 1o
today - so you never really have to miss a show.

/ MiniSynth

£1.19 + Start that 80's band you've been thinking about
with this powerful synth for your iPhone, featuring a
4-octave keyboard with full recording, playback and
audio file exporting

With over 100,000 apps on the App Store, the (Phone keeps getting better. Visit the App Store straight from your phone,
then easily browse and download the apps you want — i every category from business to music.

' .
e # iPhone 3G (S

Apppmces as of 19.01 10 Avalkabifity ond prcing subject to change.
D2000 Apple inc All mghts reservid wwwaapple com/l Neteork speads may vary Awaiatrie on vodafone Agy Monihly fsee vodafore cousk).
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