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Domino Records founder Laurence Bell has handpicked the 16 songs that
make up this very special compilation. Here is his track-by-track guide...

ANMAL COLLECTIVE Brothersport
Laurence Bell: I think that ‘Merriwesther Post
Pavilicn’ will be a touchstone recard for the next

decade or so at Jeast. It’s only just beginning to
resenate what an irportant band they are”

THE KIS Soror Cherry

“They wete a very tinportant signing forus -

nBtilishw Imaedh Londion making very
Y lmk‘n'l’dlunnu_

m BRONSON OUTAT shart:s Tooth
*This is the laad track off their new alburn and
was produced by Tim Goldsworthy from DFA.
It's a wikd gothic disco track ~a great example of
a bend who are moving ahead in a big way”

ARCTIC MONKEYS

*Secing them for the first time in this little club
in Steckton-On-Tees was just extracrdinary. It
was like seeing a cross between carly Whoand
the Buzzcocks. it just took my heed off”

EUGENE + VHE LIARSS B..gjicice

*“This is the new project from Eugene
McGuinness. He's an undervated

and a truly fantastic singer. His time is coming.”

CASS MCCOMES _
Dreams-Come-True-Girt
“Cass is going to become one of the key
American songwriters of the next couple of
decades. When people get into his stuff they
become obsessed”

FRANI FERDINAND Send Him Away
“When I saw them I khew imrmediately that they
were the band who we were waiting to meet.
They had perfect band chemistry”

WILD BEASTS Tivo Dancers (0

“I find the idea that such exotic music is being
made by a young band in the notth of England
really inspiring. We should appreciate gur
strange and beautiful bands.’

FOUR TET Zove Cry (Joy Orbison Remix)
“Kieran Hebden is one of the great modern
British electronic artists. He’s always been part
of Domino’s label culture and turned usonto so
much amazing music”

THESE NEW PURITANS Orion

“With their new album they’ve made one of
the most radical and startlingly ambitious
records possible, Nobody has ever made musie
like this before.”

QWEN PALLETT Lewrs Tukes Action
"He's 2 new signing for us. Owen is a leader
and a true original - is this modern classical”
Is it pop? This is a gorgeous tune with

great lyrics”

DIRTY PROJECTORS Stitircss Is The Move
“I am absolutely convinced that this is going

to be a it one day. Sclange Knowles has

just covered it. I can hear it on Radic 1 on

a sunny afternoon*

QUASI Repulsion

“Ancther of my favourite bands This is from
their new album and is one of the best things
that they've cver done. It’s just a blazing
rock'n’roll song. More people should like
thishand”

LIGHTSPEED CHAMPION Facuity Of Fears
“Soon after Test Icicles disintegrated Dev
came to me with this album of extracrdinary
fultyformed pop songs. His new album’s an
audacious theatrical pop-rock opus.”

VILLAGERS Becoming A Jackal (Dema)
“This is a sneak preview of a new signing

to the label. Villagers is a young Irish
songwriter called Conor O’Brien. This will

be his first single.”

PAVEMENT Gold Soundz

“They were a key signing for us and now
they're corming back - it’s exciting to me
that so many young bands are getting into
them now.”

INTERVIEW: PATLONG

Now turn to page 34 for the inside story
and history of Britain’s brightest indie
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on NME.COM/mp3blog now

4 NME 27 rebruary 2010

The aliens who'd taken contral of Janelle
Monde’s Twitter have decided 1t’s time to
rcturn her from her intergalactic sojourn.
While up therc she's been working on
insane cuts like this, an uncontainable,

featuring OutKast's Big Boi, where she
sings “you either follow or you lead”.
There’s no question of which she’s doing.
On Twitter.com/janellemonae

When they’re not too busy checking the reflection in their shades to see if Jim
nd William Reid would approve, San Diegans Crocodiles make the sort of self-

f consciously sty ized, retro smack-rock that maites us weak at the knees. The first

new material since last year’s fabulous ‘Summer Of Hate’ a bum maintains their

usua] level of shnky, dead-eyed and fuzzy cool.

'4 NATIVES

Former Raduar tourers Local Natives’
new single takes the heartache indie
mantle of Cold War Kids and throws it
down on a puddle so you can walk over
it without getting your feet wet, because
gosh darn it, they love you that much
This sweet-voiced, folk-rocky stand-out
from their debut album swoops and
soars like a Red Arrow. A Red Arrow of
looocoove. O NME Radio now

i The real tallest man on earth is

. called Bao Xishun, a herdsman

" from Mongolia. He was once

. called in by vets to remove shards
* of plastic from the stomach of

" some hapless dolphins The fake

: Talest Man On Earth is from
high energy James Brown-indebted funk |

Sweden and has never medically

. assisted any porpoises, but does

knock out raw and stirring Dylan-
ndebted folk-pop such as this.
On MySpace now
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BOMBAY BICYCLE

our ove for the

increasingly fantastic

BBC and hints at the

delights to come on their

acoustic album (see p10}, !
sure to melt the heart of ‘ g
any Bonnie ‘Prince’ Billy J

or Bon Iver fan with its \ %‘:
understated grace. :
7-fnch out Monday

March8 &

 TALL SHIPS
Books

Not just marit'me
by moniker, this
Falmouth trio set
sail upon this
crazy seawe call
the musie industry
with their selftitled
debut EP cuton :
March 15. This track :
is a perfect example
of their combination
of slow-building -
post-rock structures
with invigorating ! . .H.ear. .F.l.‘e.s.
post-hardcore
synthery.
On NME.COM/
On MySpace now

e —
.. s N -,
—_—

EXPATRIATE
Blackhird

Widescreen and doomy in the manner of White Lies

or Editors, these Berlin based Aussies {expat by name,
pass out etc) have made the perfect soundtrack to that bit at the
end of the film where the troubled hero has a sudden

epiphany and sprints headlong to the airport at the

last minute to declare his love before the object of his

On NME Radio now affections escapes forever.
On NME Radlo now

LD MILES/TOM OXLEY/PAMELS LITTKY/DEAN CHALKLEY/PIETER M VAN HATTEM
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Head to NME.COM/festivals for all the latest line-up news and updates
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WHAT'S HAPPENED. WHAT'S HAPPENING

“Eminem is the

one on the bill
that’ll be the real
surprise to people”
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WHAT S HAPPENED. WHAT’S HAPPENING

7 DAYS IN MUSIC

FACEBOOK PARTY Pl..‘\N\IERS NOT SORRY

Court in the ac

| PARK LANE

he organiser of the Facebook party riot
that caused Hole's first gigin over a
decade to be cancelled on February 11
: reckons Courtney Love and co could
: have made the gig despite his rave
i Thousands of teenagers swamped a seven-story
¢ Park Lane mansion, where revellers staged their
! party, eventually leading to a showdown with riot
¢ police, who shut the road, Love, staying m a nearhy
hotel, was detamed 1n the building with other guests
as a safety precaution, meaning she missed her show
at Camden’s Proud Gallenies that mght.

“I think she could have made 1t, man,” Joe Fox
¢ of the band FutureChildren, who organised the
i party, claimed, “People were getting in and out
¢ [of other buildings] eagily enough, I'm sure she
¢ could have got out - she’s probably seen much

............................................................. srasaana

FRANZ GO
FOURTH
GLASGOW®S Franz
Ferdinand’s Alex
Kapranes has
revealed that he and
guitarist Nick
McCarthy have
begun work on the
band’s fourth album
during cosy sesslons
at McCarthy's house.
“I've been round at
Nick’s and we've
been writing, and
trying to do things in
adifferent way,” he
told BBC & Muslc. “It
won't be too long.”

8 m 27 February 2010

..................................

more rock’n’roll things! I'm sure she could have
pushed through.”

Fox, who sent out the Facebook invite for the party,
added that despite some media-hungry party-goers
claiming the rave was an anti-capitalism event, it was
n fact just an excuse for a party with DJs and bands
throughout the building.

“Golng to gigs 15 getting tighter, any opportumty to
have a free event is good,” he said “We read about
bands playing all-night gigs in the past — even from the
'g0s m Manchester, 1t 's not just nostalgia. We think,
‘Hang on, why isn’t there that now? We all want 1t,”

He added that, although the authorities had shut
down the Park Lane party, it won't be too long before
the next mass free rave 1s staged. “As long as there’s
aneed for things like thus 1t vall happen,” he saud, “It’s
alook forward to the future of events”

SXSW PARTY TIME!

AUSTIN® The Drums and Everything Everything will play
NME’s party gig at South by Southwest. They will be joined
by Smith Westerns, The Chapman Family and Grave Babies
at the Latitude venue in Austin, Texas on March 19.

LET ABBEY
ROAD BE

ST JOHN'S WOOD® Abbey
Road, the studios where
The Beatles recorded much |
of their output, is being sold
by EML. The studio has also
seen the likes of Oasls, Blur,
Radiohead and the Manics
pass through its doors, and
now the record lahel is

looking to sell it to cut debts,
reports the Financial Tintes,

ST ALBANSS Friendly Fires
and Holy Ghost have covered
each other s songs for a new
split single, FF have covered
HG's *Hold On’ for the release,
while the favour has been
returned on a vers'on of the
St Albans band’s ‘Gn Board'.
The two bands fst bonded in
July last year at Cors ca's Calvi
On The Rocks festival. The
single s out on March 8

asa 12+nch and download.

IT’S A

COVER Up!
LONDON/MANCHESTER/
GLASGOWS Ex-Smith Mike
Joyee, | Am Kloot and
Charlotte Hatherley are
among those set to play
cover versions for a series
of 1D Set gigs. The Human
League’s album ‘Dare’” will
he played at London’s
Dingwalls on May 5. On May
27 at Manchester’s Band On
The Wall, Buzzcacks songs
will be covered. At
Glasgow's 02 ABC2 on june
17, Madonna songs will be
performed. See NME.COM
for more details.

THE WHITE
STUFF

LONDONS Ex-0asis
drummer Alan White has
anngunced that he’ll be
running the London
Marathon on April 25

to raise cash for the
Alzheimer's Society.

If you'd like to sponsor
him, head to Justgiving.
com/alanwhite1972

to donate.

“I want to thank
Bonehead, Guigs,
Alan White and the
best fucking fans

in the world”
LIAM GALLAGHER SHOWS OFF HIS

SELECTIVE MEMORY WHILE PICKING

UP A BRIT AWARD FOR ‘(WHAT'S
THE STORY) MORNING GLORY?’

NME Awards on
TV and radlo

THE BOX

he Shockwaves NME
I Awards are on TV again
this year. They’ll be on
Channel 4 on Friday (Feb 26) at

11.25pm, then on T4 on Saturday 4.4

at 11.10am. NME Radio’s Jon
Hilleock will be live from the

ceremony from 7pm

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com g %
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TWO ALBUMS IN ONE YEAR

No sleep

for Marling

: WEST LONDON

aura Marling recently explained she'’s
planning to release two new albumsin
2010 - and she’s now said that fans may
have heard the fruits of the second of
the two already without realising 1t.

i Despite naming her second album ‘I Sleep Because

: ICan’ (out March 22) the singer isn't getting much

: vest, having declared her third will be out before the

i end of 2010. “Have I played songs from it live before?

i Yes,” she revealed of the third album, which she's

! set to record with regular producer Ethan Johns,

i “But people think all the new songs [live] are from

i the second album - 1t’s been good *

Marling went onto confirm that the third album

MGMT’S GIG WITH DAN TREACY?

LONDON® One of the tracks ot MUY 5 tew album,
‘Congratulations’, is called ‘Somy f o tan eacy” now it
looks like they will play a it that ey minn Texas
Bob Juwwer, i1eacy’s bandmate m cult post puikers
Teswwim e conalties, 1ecently declared on Facebook
that * Television Personalities support our spiritual,
musical brothers YMGMT in London in March 2010!"

would be out “towards the end of the year” and that
“it’l1 have a similar sound to ‘I Sleep..” because of
the way 1t’s recorded, but I think the songs are
shghtly different. It's certainly going to be shorter.
So, like a little brother or sister to this album.
We've done bits of it [already]”

Marling also added that, despite the ight deadlines, § 7r=owsrssossssmrmmsi ettt st
i i 3) WEE2ER'S FAN-WRITING

! i SESSION

i ' In 2008 Weezer frontman Rivers

. Cuomo completed & new song,

i 1 “Turnin Up The Radio’, by getting

;¢ fans to post their own writing

i 1 online to gradualfy build the song.

she can cell on so many of her friends for the
recording session she doesn’t feel any pressure.

“I get away with murder sharing the burden with
people,” said the singer, who invited members of
Mumford & Sons and folk musician Pete Roe to help
out on ‘I Sleep..” “It’s almost as much their record as
mine. They are bloody great to hang out with!”

“My daughter’s
obsessed with

Lily Allen — who I

think is unsuitable”

DAVID CAMERON ISNOT AFANOF
LIL, BUT SAID HE LOVES FLORENCE

CALVIN LAUNCHES RECORD LABEL :
DUNMFRIES™ Calvin Harris has announced he is launching
his own record tabel, Fly Eye, n May. The DJ/singer will
release ‘Gecko', the single by D) %ir Blink, as the label's first
single. “My goal for Fly Eye is to release the most exciting
club music I can, " he said. “There wili be no shite.” .

i | 2) OK GO ‘HEREST GOES AGAIN’

i | Their record label eventually

¢ i banned externat embedding of
I it, but OK Go's treadmifl dance
i ! video for their 2006 song took
i i them global after going viral

! ¢ via the site.

i | tinyurl.com/mt6wwh

i 4) WINEMOUSE
: Pete Doherty and Amy

: Winehouse used the site to show
¢ the public a stightly disturbing

¢ clip in which Wino pined for Blake
: Fielder-Civil by rnaking a day-old
i mouse mime In a squeaky voice

¢ tinyurl.com/5xwsi2

i 5) HITLER REACTS TO OASIS,
: KANYE, NEWCASTLE UNITED'S

: Downfali prompted countless

: comedy subtitles on YouTube over
¢ the German dialogue.

i tinyurl.com/lg994m

 NEWS
YOUTUBE
TURNS FIVE!

On February 14, 2005, the domain name YouTubc

was registered To celebrate its recent fifth birthday, here
are our five favourite things that couldn't have existed
without the video site:

NOEL COMES A CROPPER

(e

RELEGATION, OBAMA...
Hitler's bunker scene in 2004 flick

Walrus song? You prick!
That was a Beatlgs cover

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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Bon ay:
We're no sons
of Mumford!

Band reveal details of their Joanna Newsom-covering
acoustic album - and their fears of a Mumford lump-in...

ombay Bicycle Club are readying a new

acoustic alburm - and have admitted that

they’re scared of being lumped into the

Mumford & Sons pool because of their love
of banjo.

The band, speaking on the Shockwaves NME Awards
Tour that wrapped up at Brixton O2 Academy on
Saturday (Feb 20), said the album — which will feature
a Joanna Newsom cover - would be out in May or June
following a final recording session in a church.
Frontman Jack Steadman admitted, though, that the
thought of getting accused of copying the waistcoat-
loving Muraford chaps laid heavy on his mind. “We've
been recording 1t for a year now, maybe longer,” he
insisted. “But we're worried because Mumford & Sons
are suddenly masstve and there’s this whole folk thing
going on. People are just going to think we're jumping
on the bandwagon. But we've been doing it for as long
as we kmow!”

Despite their fears, Steadman and co said they weren't
prepared to change their sound, explaining that new
songs including ‘Ivy And Gold’ {Jack “It features
a prominent banjo part. *), ‘Let Me Down, ‘Leaving

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

Blues’ and a remterpretation of Newsom’s 2004 song
‘Swansea’ would make the album. “We're still trying to
get permission to do 1it,” guitarist Jamie MaeColl said
of the cover version, “We just took the lyrics really..”
Steadiman added.

Before they sort the final tracklisting, the band
explained they were set for one more six-hour
recording session in a church in Crouch End, north
London (Steadman: “Tt’s just the kind of place youwd
want to record something like that ~ atmospheric™) -
then they've got to get to work convincing the public
that they really are more than Mumford copyists
“Jamie’s family 1s the Seeger family... we were all
listening to traditional folk music instead of this folk
musie,” Steadman insisted. “So when we were
teenagers and onginally listening to these bad bands...
we made that step to Elliott Smith and Nick Drake, that
was the first step to musical maturity and taste.”

And the album’s title? Something suitably ‘tradiional
follc’, we're guessing® “What was that name we read
somewhere today, ‘Busty Delicious'? ] wanted to call it
that,” Steadman laughed. “Nah, that sounds a bit much
like a Lady Gaga album title,” MacColl vetoes

MANIC HAPPY
RETURNS TO
KING TUT’S!

Band perform tiny show to
celebrate 20 years of venue

anic Street Preachers played a tiny showin
front of just 300 fans last week {Febh 18) as
they helped celebrate the 20th birthday

of King Tut’s Wah Wah Hut. The show was
the dimax of a month of special gigs celebrating the
legendary Glasgow venue where Dasls were discovered,
and where the Manics last played in 1991, They even
acknowledged this fact In thelr cholce of opener - the
relatively obscure 1990 track ‘Strip It Down', which was
on the setlist last time around.

Basslst Nicky wire - who began the night understated
in a grey sult jacket and ended it as a “Welsh tart” In
a black miniskirt and sailors cap - was also In typlcally
wry form, jokingly telling the crowd, “19 years on, and
1 actually played that song worse than 1 did back then,
We still look as good though?”

In a set that was heavily laden with fan-favourites such
as ‘Motorcycle Emptiness’ the Manlcs also found space
for a few surprises in the shape of James Dean
Bradfield’s solo rendition of ‘Donkeys’, a 1993 B-side,
and a cover of the Small Faces' ‘All Or Nothing’,

The Welsh band even revealed that they had broken
off sessions for their next album just to play the show,
which climaxed with a flurry of rapturously received
classics including ‘Masses Against The Classes’,
‘Motown Junk’ and a closer of ‘A Design For Life". Inthe
middle of the final song, the ever-outspoken Wire
ranted against Radiohead’s Ed 0'Brien, shouting that.
“Apparently Ed O’Brien called me a wanker,”
misquoting 0’Brien’s last interview with NME
{November 14). “I'm really fucking scared, go back to
your boarding school you cunt!”

Controverslal dosing statements aside, the venue also
appeared to have an emotional connection for the band,
with Bradfield pointing out to the audience before
‘Peeled Apples’ that, “The last time we were here, we
were a four-peice, now there are only three of us left.”
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APPOINTMENTS

WANTED:

GLOBE TROTTING GUIDE
30 GLOBAL FESTIVALS IN 30 WEEKS...

COULD YOU LAST THIS LONG?

JOB TITLE: Full time international Glode Trotting
Guide, Chaperone and Frontperson
SALARY: £30K for 30 weeks work (plus expenses)

APPLICATIONS CLOSE: 10th March 2010

It might be the longest job title ever, but a job of this magnitude
deserves a fitting title. We're lpoking for someone that every
festival fan envies. The person who aiways has the ViP tickets,
the free drinks, the map to the hidden disco, the back stage pass
or a name on the guest list. We need to find this persen to embark
on the longest festival expedition ever undertaken
and chapercne 2 new competition winners
around the globe every week for 30 weeks on
Trident Gum’s first PERPETUAL FESTIVAL.

To apply go to: www.tridentgum.com

glFECTIONS

" POETIC SONGS, WHICH BILLDW, CHURN AND EXPLODE INTO LIGHT" NME
"EPIC, INVEKTIVE, BRILLIANT DEBUT® THE FLY
"THIS ALBUM IS A LITTLE GEM’ DROWNED IN SOUND
"INTRIGUIKG AND UNCATEGORISABLE® THE TIMES

watwon CAIRPLANES OUTMARCH1ST

MARCH: Ind (AW Sutven JUNE: 15TH NEW LONDON SHOW Shepierd's Bash Enpire

AIRPORT 85
THE DEBUT ALBUM

OUT NOW

www.airport85.co.uk

SONGS FOR: FLYING, SLEEPING, = EARS; ELEPHANTS,
PILOTS, CHILDREN, WAKING, MONSTERS

DG HOT LISTER |F YU ARE NOT TRESE THINGS

@ [Tunes

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com



http://magazinesdownload.com/

% JARVIS COCKER
&

NME: YouTe
presenting the
Shockwaves NME
Awards this week,
are you feeling

the pressure?

Jarvis Cocker: “Don’t say that, you'll
get me all nervous! I've been to these
awards things and read out nominations
and things like that, but I've never - and
T've got to be careful how I pronounce

this - anchored the whole show before,

I suppose you are opening yourself up to -

abuse, I was there in 2008 when Russell
Brand presented them and offended Bob
Geldof. Then Geldof called him a eunt’”

Are you prepared for rough’n’tumble?
“You do kind of put yourself in the line
of fire. Obviously there are pecple in
bands who can be volatile, and they've
all been drinking which makes them
even more volatile. And then you start...
rambling on. So you've got to be on your
toes, (shouts) OTHERWISE THEY'LL
TEAR YOU APART!”

What can we expect from you on the
night? It seems that — like a Best Man
speech — you've got two choices: either
pre-plan, or just wing it.

“Well, it’s funny you say that because
Iwas Best Man for [Pulp bassist] Steve

. lgave [Cocker

Mackay last summer, and that gave me

some ideas on how to do it. And because
Idid my speech as a kind of PowerPoint
presentation, I thought I'd do something

: gimilar at the NME Awards. I thought,

you know, ‘Everybody’s tanked up and

' just what theyll want is a PowerPoint

presentation” You know, & few bullet
points on various things about the
music industry that we're all involved
in? I think they’ll be receptive and

I think that will work fine.”

Are you really going to present it using
a projector and compirter?!

“Yes! T cut my PowerPoint teeth in those
lectures that

has delivered
several talks
about lyricsin
popular music]
about three years
ago. It gave me

a confidence.
Before I did those I was very nervous

. about standing up in frant of people and
¢ trymg to hold their attention just

through talking. Obviously I talk
onstage but there’s always a song
coming. When it’s mainly based on
talking that’s tougher. But I got through
that OK, it seemed to work alrightt”

: In the kindest posaible way, it sounds

like you're niot taking this that seriously.
“Yeah, I think it could be a little sad if
you took it too seriously. I'm not really
gearing up for & career in acting or

“I thought I'd do the
NME Awards like
my Best Man speech”

speaking,
Ionlydid it
because it was NME and you asked me,
and I've read NME throughout my life,
Alternative music is something to be
celebrated because the mainstream of
music is so awful now.”

- What is ft about the mainstream that

bugs you so much?

“Well, it’s interesting - I've been to the
Brit Awards as well, and there was that
time when there didn’t seern to be much
difference between the two ceremonies.
Maybe that was the mid "90s. But now I
think the Brits is so ~ I'll probably never

get invited now - corporate. And it

. seemed really, like, ‘God, that’s going to

beterrible’. Sa I think that’s good for the

- NME Awards, because it’s an alternative.
* It’s light-hearted and more human”

Any final thoughts on the night itself,

_ then?It's all live, so ara you worried

- you might slip up in front of averyone?
- *1like live. And I like live performance.

. Life s live, innit? Life’s not pre-recorded.

I'mjust hoping it's going to be

- educational, as well as an entertaining
night out. Have I picked up any tips

- from anyone? Well... don't mumble!

: And be bright

TON OXLEY
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Yeasayer
My first record

‘A HARD DAY’S NIGHT’
E BEATI.ES
“”The Beatles are universal

RIQI®) Vo1 cosy tosing along to.
lullaby y; it references folk music. From
song to song it's very easy to latch on to
melodies and, as a kid, you don't know
what an cetopus’s garden is, but it's cool
imagery for a kid in the same way that
it's cool imagery for someone who's
feeding their head with tennes of drugs.”

‘T rediscovering my
record collection. Lonly
ever listen to the first 20

records that are in front of !

me and { forget about the

ones behind it. I got this record about
five years agoin Baltimore they'rea
band that I want to get more into. They
go from crazy orchestration to straight
pop. Ilike them more than, say, Duran
Duran and the other bands they get
compa.red to. They Te a }udden )ewel =

Arecord by a hero..

i

DONNY HATHAWAY
“This is great 'cos it sounds :

like the band is not playing
asifthey’re being recorded. : ‘

There’s something so live

and 1n the moment about it :
i flipped out! He was dancing like crazy

: and the car geat could bardly contain

: him. In some ways that kind of embodies

and you get the feeling that somebody
snuck a mic into this dirty little club and
recorded a special moment in time.

Alot of Beatles stuffis very |
i kind of an underrated band. I mean,
i now they kind of go down inthe

i history of rock as legends, but I feel
i like they’re underrated. They've

i got totally original songwriting and
i as musicians they were all just an

MUSIC

PROBING THE EARS OF...

Ira Wolf Tuton

Samrday night song...

"HE FAM
b (3 Ldnd of impossible
for anyone to not move

to this song, I've been

into them for, well, forever!

In some ways they’re

ineredible ban

A tearjerker...

AM COOKRE

1 feel like his life was

ended very early. He loved

musie and making musie
and playing in front of
people and he had a bad

dea]., man. it's also his voice there’s

i nobody that sounds ike him. You have

{ Marvin Gaye and a lot of peaple think it
; comes from that school, but Sam Cooke

nobody ever sounded like him. There's

i just something in his throat that nobody :
! elsehas.it’s ge.nume andfu]lof humamty

IwishT d written...

FEAST CAR’
HTRACY CHAPMAN

4+ “Twas visiting my sister
and her children and one
of her kids hadn’t learned
to speak or talk yet and
that song came on and he

. To make me dance...
§U DON'T HAVE 7O CALL

“Usher really sells it
1like a lot of Usher
Ithink he’s a talented
entertainer in the vein
of Beyoncé. They're

: entertainers of another calibre; to be

i abletodance and singand putona

i show.Iprobably first heard it just when
i itcameout [wasridingaround inmy
i white Taurus SHO, blasting the radio,

i going to the park. It's definitely a good

song to drive to.”

i “The first real, blow out concert

i Tever went to wasa Sting solo concert.
i We had a family friend who did azt

i direction for Sting and he hooked us

i up with a couple of tickets for me and

£25
OFF

your next
purchase on

seatwave.com)))
when you buy
any version of :

The Beatles™
Rock Band™
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couple of covers on it, like Jealous Guy’, : snapshot of a momentin time and
which Ithink is the best version of that i astyle of songwriting and I think i by much older women and I'was
song. He also does ‘What's Going On®” | shareally hit the nail on the head ® i the only dude around|”
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. my sister and we went down to the

i 8pectrum in Philadelphia. T was

i inthe 10th row, I was a real little kid.
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LETTERS

YOU WRITE IT, WE PRINT IT, EVERYONE ARGUES

Letter of the week

This charming man

ot to hand it to you NME, you came up trumps with
this cover (February 13). The Courteeners are a top
band who will take 2010 by storm. I know they have
their doubters or whatever, but let’s face it, they’re
all just bitter because of the success the boys have had. Which
is fully deserved, might I add. Thing is, the band are top live,
and have the tunes to match, and can play instruments, unlike
this synth-erap lingering around like La Roux. This is the
type of music - as Liam said - you can fall in love with,
and it’s good to see you agree.
Sean Atkinson, via email

Here’s the thing, I'm evangelical about the north to the point of
insanity, and even I get snooty about The Courteeners. It's an
easy default position. But the first staggering thing to happen in
2010 is that they've joined The Horrors and The Maceabees and
Jack Pefiate in doing the giant-leap-forward-second-album
thing Who'da thunk it? — DM

18!“5 27 February 2010

COURT OUT
THERE

The Cribs are the biggest and best cult
band 1n Britain, not The Courteeners.
They dor't showboat or lick musie
industry arses and I know that if every
Courteeners fan listened to The Cribs’
‘Ignore The Ignorant’ they would see
there 15 no competition.

Penelope Jones, London

Itisn’t really fair though, Penelope,
ta judge the rest of the world through
the prism of The Cribs. The Jarmans
simply operate an a holier plane
than the rest of us, so this isn’t
alevel playing field. But if you're
turning this into an awesome
city-off between Manchester

and Leeds, well that’s a different
matter entirely — DM

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

E LOTW WINS A SIGNED
CABEES POSTER AND A

OF THEM ¢
‘WALL OF

That Courteeners man. I'd pay to see
him set on fire and kicked in the nads by
a Glaswegian luggage handler.

Scott Longmuir

That Courteeners song ‘You Overdid It
Doll’ 1s truly awful It is even worse than
‘Have A Nice Day’ by Stereophomies. I'm
off to invent the Blandometer to stop
these travesties ever happening again,
Pete Hay, Top Of Scotland

REALLY RATHER
EASY TO EXPLAIN

Words cannot express how fucking
excited I am for The Strokes to return
(NME, Pebruary 13). Thave been a fan
since I was I was 14, from their first show
in America to their seeret show at the
Troubadour. I've seen them eight times
and T've seen Little Joy, Albert
Hammond Jr and Nickel Eye. T know the
new matertal’ll be fucking brilliant!
Jennifer Botello, via email

1 am really excited for The Strokes! It's
been way too long, I never thought once
that they were gonna break up and not
make another album while my friends
said they were done. 2010 1s gonna be

a great year for The Strokes!!!

Freddie Saenz, via email

1 cannot wait to hear The Strokes’ new
matenal but I'm unsure to what I want it
to sound like, Thope that 1t’s going to be
original and not just dated indie-rock,
Matt Hardy, Leeds

Icould not be more excited about the
return of The Strokes! If the new album
15 even nearly as good as Ts Thig It 1t
will take permanent place in my CD
player. 'l be heading to RockNess and
T In The Park to ses 'em — a small price
Matt Adams, via email

will The Strokes e
set the room on
fire agaln?
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JOSEPHINE, BRIGHTON
“Here 1 am with Robbie and
Leopold from The Big Pink
when I bumped into them bufore
their Brighton giy"

” s

Ity
3
SIMON, GLOUCESTER
“This is me and Tigs from Clww
Lips at their recent Cardiff gig.
Great band, great sound”

ROB, LONDON
“Me and Russell Lissack of Bloc
v, He's trying to : & beard”

There was not one of you in our
mailbox who seemed anything less
than foaming at the mouth at the
immirent return of Casbalancas’
crew. We’re pretty stoked as well, but
it goes to show that four years is the
exact right length of time to erase the
memory of two mediocre albums — DM

GLASTO: THE
WONDER YEARS

Not being a fan of fuck-off guitar sclos
T'll give Glasto’s Pyramid Stage a miss
unti Sunday mght. But I'm sure Stevie
will prove amazing! Just frees me up to
catch other amazing stages - there is
always something to catch somewhere,
1t may or may not even be musie related!
John Jenkinson, vic email

On the subject of the Glasto line-up,
can ijust say that I have witnesses
from last year of me, waiting for East

17 to play, saying, “Wouldn’t it be
fucking amazing if they get Stevie
Wonder for next year?” FACT - DM

1feel this Glasto may be the weakest
yet. Ijust hope they can bring 1n a few
more younger bands for it. U2 are
amazing, but for an older type of
gig-goer as is Mr Wonder, and Muse
are crap and boring. I want more for
this festival with 1t being a big one.
Dan Seals, Manchester

Dude wrote ‘Innervisions’! It is you,
sir, who is not Worthy (sorry) - DM

1 saw Stevie Wonder 26 years ago at
Birmingham NEC and he blew me
away and, at the time, I was not a big
fan. I think the Glastonbury erowd will
love it, especially hus interaction with
the crowd! Roll on June.

Mark C Williams, via email

RIP JD SALINGER

Thank you for your The Catcher In The
Rye article (NME, February 13). Tonly
hope you advertised 1t well enough to
other kids around my age (the same
age as Holden Caulfield). I started
reading the book on the day Salinger
died, though T didn't find this out until
I'd read the first couple of chapters.
Anyway I imished 1t today and am now
writing an essay on it for college. It
1sn't the most ‘mtellectual’ book I've
ever read but 1t deserves to be a classic
and I reckon that every teenager
should have toread 1t The fact that
Holden 1s still relevant after nearly

60 years makes it all the more great.
Thanks and keep up the good work.
Rebekah Peace, via email

Iwas disappointed in Gavin Haynes’
pessimistic, overly-critical article on
The Catcher In The Rye. Instead of
celebrating the work of a recently
deceased, gifted author Haynes seemed
more concerned with downplaying
aclassic simply because 1t was a short,
easy read. Well,] am sorry Mr Haynes,
but since when was accessibility abad
characteristic for a novel? Clearly you
don’t even look at a book unless the
page count 1s equivalent to David
Copperfield and War And Pecce
combined. It’s quality not quantity, you
pretentious arsehole! Maybe you should
re-read Catcher . because you obviously
missed the point, mate

Daniel Pearce, Liverpool

DRONING ON

A friend of a fmend tock the drug
mephedrone last year and, although

I understand it has different effects on
people, the ones my friend suffered
were hornific. He consumed the inside
of his mouth, literally eating his lips
and cheeks, he became erratic and
started to babble about how scared he
was. He looked sick, he was covered
1 blood from his mouth and his eyes
were pure black. It was just hornble
Anonymous

Itisn’t for us to tell you what or what
not to put up your nose, But know this,
Pmglad I wasn’t miaowing off my
bonce this weekend because I wouldn’t
have remembered the two amazing
facts I learned lost weekend: the one
about the rock royalty taught by their
stepfather how to shear a sheep, and
the fact that that dolphins can commit
suicide at will by simply deciding not
to breathe ~DM

When did Dave Stewart join Band
Of Skulls?
Scott, Edinburgh

Um, last November? ~ DM

On Yeasayer’s new album ‘Odd Blood’,
how much does ‘Rome’ sound like
‘Cops And Robbers’ by The Hoosiers?
Yeasayer aren’t so cool now, are they?
Alistair Ryder, via email

That’s as may be, Alistair, but by
pointing this out you’ve shown to

the world that you’re familiar with
album tracks by The bloody Hoosiers.
Come on, mate, this stuffis Page

One -DM

CORRECTION

Following a piece on The Specials and
2 Tone 1n the February 6 1ssue of NME,
Jerry Dammers has asked us to point
out that he did not “duck out” of

The Specials’ tour. NME apclogises
for any confusion caused

SEND US YOUR LETTERS
Emall; Jetrers vme.com Post: The
Letiers Page, MWE, Blue Fin Bullding,
110 Soutivwark St, Lesdon SE1 05U,
Or join the debate at MWE.COM/Dlogs.
O, andd LOT W winthers Shookd etmail
[he sarme dokdress o claim their prizes
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FINDING THE BEST NEW MUSIC
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' Somewhere in the depths of your haziest

lo-fi dreams lies an enchanted place called...

VERONICA FALLS

heir name may sound like the setting

of a David Lynch film and they may

look like the cast of a documentary

about what happened to the children

of a Doomsday cult, but Veronica
Falls are set for a leading role of their own.
Something of a twee-gaze supergroup, thres
parts Glasgow art rock royalty, one part Your
Twenties, inside this band is a hungry beast.

Despite sharing current footnotes with a

hive of stateside activity fixed around the
hyper-buzz Captured Tracks label, a mix of
cooler-than-your-coolest-mate influences sets
them somewherc between Scottish legends
The Vase ines and Lungleg. Simultaneously
languishing in scuzz vwhile pulling themselves
up by their hyper-mclodie boot straps, live this
is amplified to infinity and beyond. When ‘in
the zone', VF are the very peak of the new lo-fi
movement that has come to dominate the
underground 1ndie scene of late. Not bad for a
band who started out with a rhythm section
that'd previously never touched their
respective instruments.

20 7 February 2010

While it’s not uncommon for a British band
to define itself against its Yanky counterparts,
when it comes to sunglasses-at-night indie-
rock, that copy of “The Velvet Underground &
Nico’ seemingly issued to every inner-city US
newborn with a promisingly mournful gaze
means they have an eternal one up on us. For
Veronica Falls, though, it’s all just geography,
and they’re in no rush to homogenise with
their labelmates. When they’re not eycling,
baking or watching seven episodes of Come
Dine With Me a night (as Jarmes puts it, “it’s
both my hobby and what I do”) they’re proving
that a wall of fetishistic filthy reverb doesn’t
always hide a total tune famine.

Patrick pins their primary inspiration down
to a suitably obscure source: “We kind of
started out because we all got really into one
post-Velvet Underground Moe Tucker record
She moved to small-town America and had
five kids and worked 1n a Kmart for years for
minimum wage and never thought about
making music again, and then one day she
made this amazing album and 1t's a real

Come Dine With Me

ingpiration to us, That idea of making musie
because you want to is what it’s all about”

8till dusting down from a Vivian Guls tour,
they're already preparing to return the favour
as their NYC counterparts join them again on
thelr maiden US voyage. Old habits dic hard
though, and Patrick has more pressing
concerns. “Do you thinkif we pretended we
didn’t know each other we could all go on Come
Dine With Me and then use the footage for our
next video?” he muses. “We collectively love it
so much ” Believe it or not though, you can
somchow hear these home comforts in their
music, and it is this, combined with a post-punk
fertility unheard of in GMT-zones for an
eternity, that maltes them so compelling. “Our
scene’s dominated by American music,” says
Roxanne. “We love way more contemporaty US
bands than British bands,” James adds. Patricik
then gets to the heart of the matter once again:
“But all the best American indie stuff nght now
15 very much influenced by what happened
here 20 years ago.” Once again then, the British
are coming... Rebecca Robinson

NEED TO KNOW...

AA Blurry lo-fi wet dream come true
1 The Vaselines, Vivian Gitls,

‘Bstephen’ from the Radar blog
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SHOULD KNOW

Born to be mild alt.folkers hooked on heartbreak

AVI BUFFALO

Avigdor Zahner Isenberg doesn’t seem like the
sort of guy for whom everything would just work
out - despite his wide eyed optimism, pamfully
nice personality and rather odd facial hair

Yet within a few weeks of leaving high school
his band Avi Buffalo were signed to Sub Pop, got
a month long residency at the legendary Echo
club on Sunset Boulevard, and he even found
time to engage in some inter band romance,

His fortune in life and love jars with the band’s
melancholic sound, While theirlo-f acoustie
strumming 1s reminiscent of Elliott Smith in
the months before he plunged a knife into his
own chest, the lyrics read like the seript to
a Michael Cera indie rom-com,

Despite this, Avi Buffalo are one of the more
impressive of the Californian lo fi set, more
thoughtful, delicate even, than the distorted
daze of their contemporares. Avi reckons they’ll
even grow out of the nice guy phase - we're not
so sure. “I'm not mean, but I also don't feel like
the nicest person, I'm glad to be leaving
teenhood, now I canrock’n’roll,” he says, with all
the conviction of a Postal Service groupie trying
to blag their way onto the Metallica tourbus
Sam Wolfson

NEED TO KNOW...
Whats Nu-roots sweet nothings
Download: ‘Sumimer Cum’

A SOUL SAVER

Sarf LDN swagger + beehive = soul’s leading lady

ROX

“I don’t like to fail. If this fails Ill be gutted,”
says 21-year-old Roxanne Tataei. Thankfully
the signs are good for this Brit School graduate
and Adele bezze.

Because although her shtick might be
eyeliner'n’beehives soul revival, she's not just
another Jeanette Come Lately. The first
chanteuse smce Duffy to nestle up to
legendary indie label Rough Trade, she brings
a bit of tough south London love to the genre
via her age-defying voice (think Angie Stone)
and the Spector-1sh melodrama of her tunes.
New simgle ‘No Going Back’ is a prime example
Treachery, heartbreak, they’re all in place but
she’s unique as she’s not pining for aloved one

“I'm not the victim,” she deadpans, “One lyric

goes: I tried and fuiled you twice/Rejected love
cuts lke a knife’ - 'm dumping him.”

Recorded over two years with Commussioner
Gordon ("The Miseducation Of Lauryn Hull')
and Shux (Jay-Z), her debut ‘Memoirs’ might
Just be set to ‘do a ‘Rockferry”.

Is she ready? “I'm worrted about being
over-exposed, loolang like I'm nnsing 1t and
everyone being like, ‘OK, go away now!” she
laughs. “But ] hope people connect with 1t and
it inspires them. That’s all anyone can really
hope for, I quess.” Priya Elan

NEED TO KNOW...

what: ‘Back To Black’ - this time with feeling
Download: ‘Mo Going Back’
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UNDERGROUND

Lo-fi RIP, long live bliss'm’roll

DEEP SHT

Ghostly and barely there, Deep Sht’s track
‘Sidetripping’ is where lo-fi goes when it dies.
‘Which, considering it never really disd and
never will, should llustrate how rare it is.
Foreed to abandon the nark of dirty guitars
and rocker drum pummels after a legal feud
stole away his live band, it's inconceivable to
think that 22-year-old Fall fan Tom Watson
goaded ‘Sidetripping’ into existence with the
same equipment. It’s a bliss dream where a
nightmare hangover used to be, more akin to
M83, Ducktails and "80s synth-pop wonderers
Blancmange than Pavement or Black Flag.
“Some of my favourite records sound awful,”
he says. “But 1t has to be instinctive — once
‘being lo-ft’ becomes self-aware 1t seems

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

contrived and you're left with poseurs getting
away with being in crap bands.”

Further separated from London's flannelled,
lo-fi lot by “a better collection of jackets and
shoes”, Watson intends to eke more reverie
from his subconselons by getting drunk and
falling asleep.

“I'll start a song, go to the pub, and then wake
up in bed with my computer, a mixer and a
microphone with a finished song.”

Are you an alcoholic?

“No.” Kev Rharas

NEED TO KNOW...
What: The eulogy at lo-fi’s funeral
Download: ‘Sidetripping’
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THE MACCABEES

READ OF THE YEAR

Some bands get to the top via hype. Some via hard graft. But - from rehab to riots -
The Macecabees got there by batting back any shit that stood between them and their
lifetime dream of headlining Brixton Academy. Emily Mackay tells their story...

magine that feeling," says Felix ‘When we catch up with them in between the sets. He'd always say he'd reinvention album “Wall Of Arms’, that
White, eyes aglow asheleansover  Norwich on the tour’s sixth night, their pay us and he neverwould. Thenhe said ~ showed The Maccabeeshad se ‘ously
acoffee tablein Brixton. “T've still  fears seem to have been eased. he was going tomanage usandtakeus  stepped up a gear, Ordinary boys-next-

got it in my head, the image, and “Last ught I didn’t forget any to China, That never happened. . but door making musie of intense, nervy
whut it felt like... because we words, so that kind of stood out for when he said it, we thought we were set!”  passion theirrich, atmospheric new
alwaye imagined what it would me...” says Orlando, cautiously. Less Brivton Academy, rather than Refjing, songs, infused with the drama of Arcade
feellike to baup there,.” neurotic reports back from the first few might have been the peak of The Fire or The National, made people feel
Kilimanjaro? Broadway? The pearly nights - via emails to NME.COM, Maccabees’ slow, under-theradarascent,  they'd discovered something rernarkable
gates? Nope, Brixton Academy. London’s  correspondence to our Letters page, butit was the summer festivals of 2009, for themselves, and the word-of mouth
ost cider-scented theatre. The reports from regional freelancers - shortly after the release of brilliant news packed out the tents.

longstanding talisman for south London
boys The Maccabees; the reason they
decidad to form a band. Last
October, they finally walked
on to its stage as sell out
headliners. Homecormng
kings, they slayed the venue
that had been a glittering
castlein the clouds for so long.
“We always used to walk
from Oriando [Weeks]’
parents’ house, have a few
drinks, and walk past
Brixton Academy and
imagine one day we'd play
there,” recalls bassist
Rupert Jarvis. “Surreal,
thinking about 1t.”

“It was probably the
most nervous I've ever
been,” laughs drummer
Sam Doyle.

“Twas way too emotional,
1had a dreadful mght after
that,” asserts guitarist Felix
White. “That’s one of the

horrible things about being in
aband, when you get offstage,
afterthatbuzz, you realise
buying a pint of milk will never
be the same again, Rrixtonwas
bigher than headlining Glaste,
oranything..”
T Felix seerns to be tapping on
a guft horse’s molars, what you have
to understand is that The Maccabees
treasure their hard won success
carefully. Even their triurnphant top
billing on the Shockwaves NME Awards
Tour, which, by the imi curead this,
will have seen them hes lining the
venue for a second tims 14 4 source
of worry for singer Orlando “It's alot
of responsibility,” he frets. “I don’t want
to feel like we've let anyone down.”

Felix, meanwhile, is wondering how on
Earth he’s going to fill his days when it’s
all over. “Brixton is the last show of the
tour, so it’s gonna be a great night, but
you have that feeling afterwards, like,
‘Shut, this 1s it for a while..””

¥ -
“AFTER COMING OFFSTAGE, YOU
REALISE EVEN BUYING A PINT OF

MILK WON'T BE THE SAME AGAIN”
FELIX WHITE

tall of a band transformed, on fire,
inspiring devotion.

“The gigs feel proper,” says the slightly
more ebullient Feuix. “That kind of
support that we’vc been getting at thesc
shows has been almost overwhelming.”

It's something we’ve suspected for
some tire, See, the journey to the
Academy stage follows the course of
The Maccabees’ transformation from
nice-enough indie also-rans into one
of the country’s most surprisingly,
determinedly brilliant and beloved live
bands. It's around trip that's taken them
from crowds you eould count on your
fingers to heaving festival tents, through
unexpected highs and near-terminal
lows, A heart-warming tale, a trip from
the bottom to the top that’s been hard
fought, and won on the wooden
floorboards of the nation’s stages, but
achieved in ‘tha right way”.

This 1s that tale. A tale they've
recounted to us in Brighton, Norwich
and Manchester (and lived through gigs
in Africa, Japan and, almost, China).

But it begins and ends here in Brixton.

SOUTH LONDON IN THE
JANUARY CHILL

It’s a damp, grey day when Felix, Rupert
and Sam + how NME round the exterior
of Mass, a smail club underneath the
church that squats imposingly at the
base of Brixton Hil! “This half-Iranian,
halt-Manc promotirused to put us on
here four or five years ago," says Feliz,
charming and mischivvous, the trickster
of the group, “and h= used to sing ‘You're
18, You're Beautiful, And You're Mine’
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Like Elbov and Biffy Clyro before
them, by gradually perfecting what they
do best, The Maceabees crowds have
grown with their own confidence.

“Recently, I think a lot raore people
have been like, ‘Oh yeah, The
Maecabees are alright, you lknow.
Thoy're not as shit as we thought, says
Felix. “Cn the first album, we were
easier to write off... | remember reading

Felix started out in music
playiag guitar in London indie
band Jack’s Basemenl thelr
singer was one Jack Pefiate
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an article in some magazine - the
writer was describing a band and said
‘They don't sound like The Maccabees
or Good Shoes,’ and then grouped us
in with a list of about 10 other bands.
Ithurts that you can put your hife into
something and someone can just
dismiss it like that Butitwas important
to see that, because it made us more
determined to prove people wrong. ['ve
always been in love wath our band, and
known that there was more to us than
what we were regarded as in the
beginning, y’know?”

COverthinkers, worrywarts and
neurotics, The Maccabees don't do easy
or short-term. Orlando’s predominant
feehng after the first Brixton gig, he
recalls, was one of relief that nothing had
broken {gquitarist Hugo White was also
breathing a thankful sigh, after nearly
taking his eye out with a champagne

WA A drawing of a Formula 1 car

cork in a touching display of celebration
fail). They worry, they fret, and make
sure they do it a little better each time

And that’s what’s made them so
brilliant while you might not have been
paying attention.

A DAY LATER, BY THE SEA

As essential a desired fimishing line as
Brixton is to The Maccabees’ story, you
can't discount Bnghton, the town they
all moved to in 2004 and which helped
form the band they’ve become. London is
a big pond erammed full of desperately
wriggling fish of all shapes, sizes and
hues - London-By-The-Sea offers more
space to grow. It was a decision that
would be the making of The Maccabees.

As Orlando - a thoughtful character
prone to worrying but also to sudden fits
of childlike animation — and guitarist
Hugo White -~ anintense, laconie

They're an arty bunch: Orfando

wused to draw faces on pebbles
and Feliv's AS Jowel art plece

presence - tour us around the toy-town’s
juicily coloured streets, locals warmly
greetthe pair. “I came back especially to
see you,” Orlando tells a barmaid in
band pub The Dorset, charmingty, when
she protests that she hasn’t seen him in
town for ages. “Brighton’s like a bubble,”
he tells us later. “The best thing is that
there’s always someone you know when
you walk down the street... but the worst
thing is that there’s always someone you
know when you walk down the street.”

It was here that the band gradually
honed their ive game to a level where

J L y
//////////I////i

They're hardly the sort of band you'd
expect to start fights. “We were probably
the most polite people in the place, just
watching the whole thing,” chuckles
Feltx. If they're no inciters of violence,
though, they're not above a bit of base
deception. “A few months afterwards, we
went to see Ben Kweller at the Concorde,”
explains Felix “We were on the guesthst.
I told them my name on the way 1n, and
they were like, ‘No, none of The
Maccabees are allowed 1n ever again.’ So
we walked a bit away and in true comedy
style, swapped hats, coats and put on

%+

=%

“LOSING ROB WAS BY FAR THE
WORST THING THAT’S HAPPENED

TO US. IT WAS AWFUL”
ORLANDO WEEKS

they sold out the Pavilion Theatre with
only one limited single to their name.,
Felix and Hugo enthustastically show
off this raamimoth Victorian folly, built
in the style of a fairy-tale Indian palace
as a holiday home for the young King
George IV.“It’s like a mad giant sand
castle,” marvels Orlando “The
bedrooms are amazing,” adds Hugo.
Qutside seafront venue the Concorde 2,
Orlando shows us the spot on the long,
slanting beach wall (“good for basic
parkeur™) where they plastered the walk
up to the venue with Maccabees posters.
“The punters tore them all down straight
away,” he sighs. Reports of rowdy early
qigs fuelled a feisty atmosphere, and
one particularly punchy evening in the
moshpit led to them getting banned
from the Concorde. Farcically, at their
next Brighton gig, they had to play
complete with police presence.
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glasses, and half an hour later got letin/”

The city is full of briliant memories and
landmarks of triumphs for the band. The
Journey of The Maccabees hasn't been
without casunalties, though The band’s
toughest challenge along the way has
been the departure of original drummer
Rob Thomas, who left 18 months ago
after his drinking got out of control,
leading to missed gigs and video shoots.
The band helped him gst into rehab and
remain on good terms with him, but the
trauma of the experience left their ight
gang close to splitting up.

“Losing Rob was awful, by far the worst
thing that’s happened to us,” says
Crlando. “Finding a way to maintain
responsibility for someocne that you love
so much.. butit’s all worked out fine now,
atleast as well as it could.”

“The band was us five,” adds Hugo “It
was like, nothing can change that or be
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THE MACCABEES

different, this 1s what 1t 1s and it'l] always
be that. Then realising that sometimes
it’s just... you can't continue like that.
It’s hard getting your head around that.
That'’s what the second record 1s all
about, that change into something new.”
Easing that change was new drummer
Sam Doyle, a quiet, witty man, already
afriend of the band, who slotted neatly
into their elose dynamie, puthng paid to
fears they might not be able to continue.
“He’s a patient, thoughtful boy, and I
think he kand of had to be,” says Orlando

A MONTH LATER, ON THE ROAD
IN EAST ANGLIA

We rejoin the band i Norwich, midway

through the journey that ends in Brixton,

But what’s been going on since Jast time
we spoke? “I think we're getting better
as it goes on, it gathers morentur,”
enthuses Feliz, “Every one we've done
1t feels hike 1t’s getting better, But the
crowds are fantastic everywhere, really”
In The Maceabees’ presence, their dry
asides and glances suggest a band who
can conduct entire underthe-radar
conversations 1n the presence of
strangers. Felix confirms that, especially
onstage, they don’t need to waste words.
“It's a very bipolar thing playing live,”
he explains. “We love each other the
most onstage but we also have the worst
fallouts. There are very intense
meoments, but I don't think you'd realise
unless you were one of us. We don't raise
our voices but there’s a lot of locks...”
The glances thrown onstage nowadays,
though, are mainly quietly confident and

These days are made of brighter stuff.
Two nights ago, in Manchester, the band
achieved another dream, of getting
Johnny from I Am Kloot onstage to sing
an their cover of Kloot's ‘Because’. “It
was a really important moment forus,”
enthuses Felix, “because we've been
going to see thern for, like, 10 years.

‘We ended up becoming friends with
them. Johnny just happened to phone
up on the off chance that morning.. I

* %
‘““WE HAVE THE WORST ONSTAGE
FALLOUTS. WE DON'T RAISE OUR
VOICES BUT THERE ARE LOOKS”

FELIX WHITE

with smiling eyes, Seeing the band
finally enjoy (well, when they're not
worrying aboutit) the success they
deserve gives you a warm, fluttery
feeling 1 your stomach. Thisis a
heart-warming tale for sure, Though
1t wasn't always this way. It's hard to
believe now, with themn at the top of
their game, that there was a time The
Maccabees thought they wouldn't even
be able to make a second record. This is
aband that takes nothing for granted.
“It defirutely felt like it was 50/50 after
the first album (2006's ‘Colour It In"),”
nods Felix. “Nothing was directly said,
but we were very conscious of the fact
that when you're signed to a major, no
matter how much the people at your label
nught beleve in you, they have people
above them pulling the strnings and 1t
could all end at any moment,” says Felix.
“Unless you sell lots of records, you're
kind of in that purgatory,” agrees
Orlando, “and you just have to deal with
it. And believe that whatever comes out
the other end 1s gonna be worthit.”

28!1!5 27 February aoio

think he’s one of the best songwriters
in Britain ”

Andif you thought The Big Pink
would have a monopoly on rock'n'roll
musbehaviour on the Awards Tour you,
my friend, were wrong. “Everyone’s kund
of there or thereabouts,” chuckles
Orlando, coyly The Maceabees might not
exactly have the most decadent nder on
the tour (“We get avocados, because
apparently 1t’s the vegetable or fruit, that
vou can live for the longest on solely..”
reveals Felix), but they've been up to their
dastardly disguise tricks again.

“We had, like, a big snowstorm this
morning, so we went and played football
on the five-a-side pitches 1n the snow,”
Orlandotells us.

“It was quite dangerous, 1t was literally
like playing football on 1ce,” adds Felix.
“We had to smuggle ourselves into the
pitch, 1t was out of bounds, because we're
onin the university and 1t was an open
day for prospective students. So we had
to disguise ourselves as students, sneak
in and get changed into our shorts...”

© The band came up with chele
_ hame hy flickiag through The
= @ik and picking out a;:& :
| The Maccabees were a Jews!
rebed acovy fromthe BC o

Disguising yourselves as students?
However did you manage that?

“Idon’t think we had much work to do,
no” he admuts, “It was an easy role..”

We wonder if Felix1s stull dreading the
end of the tour (“Yeah, because of not
being able to play to all these people and
also because the catering 15 so good..”).
Or1if they’re going to miss the avocados?
(“I'm gomng to muss them so much/”) But
while there might not be shoulder of
larab to case the flatness once the tour
ends, The Maceabees do plan to plunge
back into writing for their third album

“We've all just got our heads round
horme recording,” Orlando tells us. “I'm
hoping around May we can bring it all
together and see what we've got Tdon't
usually use this word, but I'm kind of
buzzing off it Just knowing that we've
got timelines, even if they're self-
umposed. Youve gotta have goals,
otherwise you just wallow...”

Well, you weren't expecting The
Maccabees to rest once they arrived
back at Bruxton, were you? They've got as
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far as they have by proper, indie-ethic,
live-grafting hard work, doing things, as
Felix says, “the honest way”, After so
many ups and downs, they’re not going
to blow that for themselves now It’s not
so much that they waited for the world to
catch up, but they dragged the world’s
attention to thern by playing some of the
most exciting, heart-on-sleeve rock
shows we've ever had the good fortune
to see. Troubles can't break thern,
underestimation can't stop thern,
and wherever The Maccabees’
journey takes them next, you better
make sure you're on board.

Because, really, what happens next in
their journey, may well be the most
exciting twist in the tale yet...

Check out photos from the
Shockwiaves NME Swards Tour
at MME.COM/phatos
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PAUL WELLER

THE MAKING OF A
JALIKE GENIUS

Almost 33 years on from The Jam’s debut single and
on the eve of picking up NME’s Godlike Genius Award,
Paul Weller looks back at his amazing career - and
tells Hamish MacBain why there’s still more to come

o«

twas like The Bible to me back then,”

Paul Weller says of his formulative,

pre-fame experiences with NME.

“There was this amazing coverfor

a Nick Kent piece on Syd Barrstt that

I've still got. And just the great,
iconic covers - the Pennie Smith photos.
We didn't used to get it in Woking until
Thursday, so we'd all go out and get it
then. It was part of the religion.”

Now, of course, Paul has graced the
cover of this very magazine no less
than 15 times, as part of The Jam
(the first instance being just 2 few
weeks after his 18th birthday),

The Style Council and as asolo
artist, It's been, as he puts it,

an amazing journey, with

many ups and downs.

What follows is the story
of a Godlike Genius... told
viathe pages of NME.

I THE CTY

“We are the black sheep of

the New Wave,” are the first
words an 18-year-old Paul
Weller utters during The Jam’s
confrontational first NME cover
intervicw in May 1977
(seeright)

Sporting
immaculate mohair

suits, citing Otis

Redding as their
favourite singer (Paul),
liking Bad Company
(bassist Bruce Foxton)
and owning up to
possessing a couple of
Genesis albums
(drummer Rick Buckler),

es at www.magazinesdownload.com

they certainly seem — as writer Steve
Clarke puts it — “like they wouldn’t know
one end of a safetv pin from the other”
The most eyebrow-raising statement for
anation of young punks to ponder
comes when they defend the Queen
(“She’s the best diplomat we've got™)
and declare “We'll be voting
Conservative at the next election”, The
51-year-old Paul Weller smiles at the
memory. “That was dreamt up with our
press officer at the time in the pub. He
said, ‘Yow've got to do something that’s
different and contradictory to what’s
going on with the Pistols and ‘Anarchy..’
and The Clash with the left-wing
polities.” You know, we were very young
and green and all that, so we went along
withit. That didn’t make us friends!”
Soon after, in fact, midway through the
lead-off single and near-title track from
The Jar’s second album ‘Thas Is The
Modern World' later that year, Weller
roared, “T don’t give two fucks about your
review!”, “That line was me putting me
defences up, because we got so royally
slagged after that first NME feature, and
alsc on the second album,” he recalls.
“] was only 18, so it was a defensive
reaction against all of that”

ALL HOD CONS

A year on, however, following
the arrival of third album ‘All
Mod Cons’, the people have
spoken and the tables are
turned spectaculerly. As
well as the chart success,
Paul and The Jam totally
dominate the NME Readers’
Pop Poll from here until
their split in 1§82, winning
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Album Of The Year, Group Of The Year
and Songwriter Of The Year for four
years running “Those wore abig deal to
us,” says Weller. “Especially 'cos we
were initially outsiders - we weren’t part
of the clique-y, trendy London set We
were just three greenhorns from fucking
nowheresville, 8o we were coming in out
of the cold, you know? But we cleaned
up —a lot more than all the other sort of
trendy, clique-y groups did. We didn't
have to lie about our age or our
backgrounds. We were the real deal. We
were from the council estates and so was
our audience - the people who voted in
them polls. Basically 1t was kids, school
kids, from 12 years old upwards. In
recent years I've spoke to people who
are now fortysomethings and they say
they’d meet on a Monday morning after
the charts and just talk about us going
straight into Number One. So it was
aplayground thing as well ”

MY EVER CHANGING H00DS

Following on from Weller’s shock
splitting of The Jam in '82 (“It was on
the national fucking news! "), The Style
Council arrive - a much more

“THE JAM WERE THE REAL DEAL. WE
WERE FROM THE COUNCIL ESTATES AND
S0 WAS OUR AUDIENCE”

challenging proposition “Ijust felt I was
bozed in by people,” Paul says of the
1dea behind his second band. “I thought,
‘I'm 24, 'm not ready to be put into a
fucking compartment ' SoI think there’s
alot of things which might have been
detrimental, but there are a lot of things
Ijust wilfully and purposely did to wind
people up, and to fuck people off.” These
included punctuating their first album,
‘Café Blew’, with jazz mstrumentals
called things lik> ‘Dropping Bombs On.
The White House' and Paul posing for
the cover of NME naked but for tribal
war paint and a loincloth made of leaves
(see right). “I was thinking about that
last night, knowing I'd be doing this
interview!” Weller laughs, “I wish
I could get back to that person, beeause
I rnust have had some sort of context for
that, I've no idea now -1 just remember
Iliked it. People thought I'd gone
bonkers, and that was before Teven
started taking drugs. I guess it must
have been part of some sort of eiaborate
wind up. I was rubbing alot of people up
the wrong way at that time. Wilfully!”

MODERNISM: A NEW DECADE

Following the refusal of Polydor to
release thc final Style Council album
(intended for the then-underground
rave scene), the singer disbands his
second group. The world, it’s fair to say,
is far less shocked about this than the
Jam split. He puts his first solo band
together, The Paul Weller Movement.

“We did a European tour first where we
played to fucking no-one, in little clubs
in Italy or wherever,” he says of this

wilderness period. “Ididn’t really
have any musical direction It was
just me fishing about in the datl,
so that was a very, very strange
time. But it was also kind of
liberating - being able to fall over
and make your mistakes without
people watching you too much,
because no-one was interested ”
Indeed, after hislast appearance
on the cover of NME in 1985 with
The Style Council, it would not be
until ‘94— the week after Kurt
Cobain’s Rome overdose news
cover - that Paul’s face would
appear again. “You just know when
there’s not a buzz in the air about
what you're doing,” he notes. “But
1t was very necessary for me to do
all that, Itwas me just finding me
feet again. Rediscovering what
1 was good at - playing guitar and
writing sdngs and getting back
1into that again.”

“Iwas quite happy to have what people f
termed as Britpop,” Weller says of the
penod in time that happily coincided

Yeah, but only for a very short period
of time. You maybe get a few good
years out of it, but then it definite.y
goes downhill. T could hear —
without naming names - a lot

of people’s careers in music going
down the pan after a while as well
Me included. Sad to say, but you

live and leatn, hopefully.”

HEAYY SOUL

Asthe Britpop party fades, then,

so tgo does the perceived public
affection for Paul Weller. In the
pages of NME, he becomes
ntrinsically linked with the
now-derogatory term ‘dadrock’.
“Ridiculous. Fucking stupid, man,”
is hus response today to that werd.
“People just turned on me. There
was that thing at the end of Britpop,
where it was, like, embarrassing
because your dad’s got a better
record collection than you and all
that, I've always been a bit
like, ‘What’s wrong with
that, man?”

Ha admits, though, the
alburns he made around the
turn of the century were
a struggle, noting that 'g7’s

o

SAVAGE

WEILER GOES W1p
INTHE POPJINGLE,
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with his best, most inspired music in
years - the excellent “Wild Wood' and
‘Stanley Road’ albums. “You'd had all that
shoegazing bollocks, and then the whole
Nirvana thing which I thought was a load
of fucking rubbish - 1t was just America
eatching up with punkrock 20 years too
fucking late for me, you kmow? So to hear
some English guitar music again was
really refreshing”

Around this time, of course, it helped
that one of those 12-year-old
Jam fans who all those
years ago was running
around the playground
talking about how ‘Going
Underground’ had gone in at
Number One, was now
talking up his hero: one Noel
Gallagher. Hereafter, in the
pages of NME and in most of
the outside world, he would
be known as ‘The Modfather’.
“That was the first time ever
that I'd felt any kinship with
any musicians — even though

they were all probably at lcast
10 years younger than me.”
This celebratory imc also
coincided with the most
hedonistic period of Paul's life.
“From ’g3 or '94 [ had a fucking whale
of time,” he remembers with a smile.

“We were hedonistic in The Jam, but

we were just pissheads. There was s

much fucking gear flying about in the

’gos. I could never really work out why,

because it wasn't like it got cheaper!

But there was alot of euphoria around

that ime. A good drug for celebrating?
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‘Heavy Sou” in particular
“took fueking forever to make”.
“That's the thing, though, you
just have to ride thosc times
out,” he continues. “It’s the
same as recessions — if you live
long enocugh, you see people
comne through those times.”

INTO TOMORR:

There is little argument that
Paul Weller's ninth album
—2008’s sprawling 22 Dreams’
- is among the best work he has
ever done. And the good news is
that the follow-up, set for release
in April of this year, is even
better. ‘Walke Up The Nation’ is
alean, mean, taut blast of
energy, where few songs sneak
over even the three-minute
mark, Weller tatks with
enthusiasm of a second disc of
remisxes that will accompany the
album, by people you vrouldn’t
expect, like Niek Zinner and
Tuung. “There’s a sense of
freedom you get when you get
older, just eos you don't give a
fuck so much,” he says. “The last
album showed me there’s always
new things to try. I'm just excited
about where the next place to go
is now.”
That would be on to the stagc
at NME"s shindig this week
And then to who knows where?
Rest assured, we'll be watching

and writing about it — just like we
always have

Watch classic Paut Weller videos at
WWW.NME.COM/video

PHIL
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Five tracks, including the new single ‘Paper Romance’
and two brand new tracks from the album ‘Black Light’

For further details and to watch the video for Paper Romance,
£0 1o www.independent.co.uk/groovearmada
Don't miss the new album from Groove Armada, Black Light, out on 1 March
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The nrlginal line-up of
Arctic Munkuvs in 2005

ARCTIC MONKEYS

DAVEMEN.
WILD BEASTS

THESE NEW PUR

These bands fall for I4

wild Beasts

New Domino heroes

‘Hidden’ talents These
New Puritans

You've got your free CD. Now we thought you’d like to know lots more about the UK’s
most consistently brilliant indie. Pat Long talks to the label’s founder Laurence Bell

5 t started in a tiny flat in south
London There was no desk so
I'd be sat cross-legged on the
bedroom floor with just a phone
and a fax machinc. There were
boxes everywhere...”

Laurencc Bell, ¢co-founder of Domine
Records, is not the type of man who
feels comfortable boasting about his
achievements. Softly-spoken and
publicity shy, he’s always been much
more keen on extolling the greatness of
the bands that he's worked with and the
records that he’s put out — more than 250

34 NME 27 February 2010
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albums and 350 singles at the last count.

“I'd constantly phone people up and try
and persuade them to listen to the
records wc werc releasing It was all just
an extension of being a fan, really There
is such a thing as salesmanship, but
when you mean what you're saying it
becomes another thing entirely.”

Over the course of the last 17 years,
Domino records has been a beacon of
good taste, creativity, independence,
artistic development and what Bell calls
akind of “English sense of modesty
about our achievements™ From the early

fax-machine-in-the-bedroom days
licensing American indic legends, to
huge commercial success with Franz
Ferdinand and Arctic Monkeys, Domino
has always been a touchstone for how
to survive in the music business with
class and integrity intact

Bell and Domino have constantly
shunned pushy rockbiz cliché in favour
of simpl; putting out records by bands
that they happen to like, rather than the
ones that they think will sell by the
truckload. This is quietly revelutionary
in a music business that lives or dies on

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

" hits and daytimc radio support, but

rcally it's just down to Laurence and
his partner Jacqui Rice’s belief in their
own good taste

And what taste. As well as Franz and
the Monkeys, at one point or another the
Domino roster has included Pavement,
Sebadoh, Smog and Elliott Smith

' Domine have released movie

soundtracks and reissues of great work

¢ by’80s post-punk bands as well as

Animal Collective and Lightspeed
Champion. It's a place where there’s
space for bloody-minded Jegends such
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Franz Fevdinand -
gave Domino blg hits

as Tricky and Robert
Wyatt as well as current
envelope-pushers These
New Puritans and Wild
Beasts Where avant
garde electronicais as
welcome as lo fi folk or
fluid-sounding post-rock.

“There's no real signing policy,” langhs
Bell “Music just seems to gravitate
towards us. It's quite cosmic and
random sometimes, but it’s always
seemed like people who should be on
the label have found us somehow.”

All along, Bell’s enthusiasm for his
artists has never dimmed. “He’s the
dnving force behind the whole
operation,” enthuses Franz bassist Bob
Hardy. “Even after 17 years he’s still the
same as ever. When vou call his number
you actually get straight through to him.
There’s no ego there. When Iwas a
teenager I was a massive fan of Domino,
Seeing their logo on arecord was hike a
seal of quality.”

Formed n the early 'gos after Bell
- who at various pomnts pre-Demmo had
been a teenage fanzine writer, promoter,
tour manager and press officer ~ quit hus
job at another indie label, Fire, it took a
long time for Dommo to build up its
eurrent reputation

“I first met Laurence when he worked
at Fire,” recalls Stephen MceRobbie,
whose band The Pastels have released
three albums on Ball's label and who
runs Domino offshoot Geographic. “He
was fed up and wanted to start a label of
his own. He didn’t have massive
financial backing, but was just really
positive and exciting and dynarmic”

With a himited amount of money but a
bulging contacts book, Bell contacted
Seattle grunge label Sub Pop to license a
single by Sebadoh for UK release.
Things just snowballed from there
without much of a coherent strategy.

“Everything that we did just led into
the next thing,” remembers Bell
“Sebadoh were staying at my house and
were all raving about this band calted
Royal Trux, so we signed them. Then
Will Oldham was a big fan of Royal Trux

sohegotin
touch, which
lead to Smog
and then
eventually,
Pavement and
Elhott Smuth”
Domino's persistent
championing of the US
underground durmg
Britpop’s jingoistic heyday
was deeply unfashionable at
the time, but paid off when

had grown up cherishing his
label’s music. Groups like The Kills
and Clinic were fans of American indie

_ and post-rock sounds, so it was natural

that they'd gravitate to the source when
it came to prcking a label.

“Domino’s single-mindedness and
proud artistic vision has borne them the
rare and beautiful legacy that they now

* nurture,” says Wild Beasts singer

Hayden Thorpe. “I go to the stock room

. there and feel dizzy with possibilities.”

The Kills in turn introduced Bell to
Franz Ferdinand, who he saw play ata
warehouse party in Glasgow and fell in
love with immediately. Legend has 1t
that Bell remortgaged his house 1n order
to be able to sign Franz, but unlike the

. usual myth-makers and self-promoters

Bell started to meet bands who

‘Take Me Out’ reached Number
Three in January 2004 - after
over 10 years in the wilderness,
Domino were finally beginning
to get the exposure that they deserved

“There were some pretty grim
moments,” reveals Bell. “We were
scrabbling to pay the rent for months
on end, For 10 years 1t was pretty
uncertain and there were times when
we thought 1t wouldn't last longer
than another few months.”

Throughout all of this, however,
Domino never stopped signing bands,
constantly putting out high-quality
records with no regard for the return,

“Ifeel so strongly about the music that

. werelease and I want 1t to be heard and

recognised and exposed and for people
to love it,” says Bell, “But 1t really upsets

. me and almost makes me weep

sormetimes when they don't.”
Two very different post-Franz signings

¢ provide a neat illustration of how the

labe] works. When the blog buzz about
Arctic Monkeys began tobe translated
nto a steady convoy of London-based
A&R men and record company heads
travelling up to Sheffield to try and
snare the band, Laurence claums he was
pretty much unaware. Instead he was
signing up groups like London future-

“SEEING THE DOMINO LOGO ON A RECORD
IS LIKE A SEAL OF QUALITY

Franz Ferdinand’s Bob Hardy

* who traditionally run record labels, Bell

15 characteristically evasive on this,

“I don'’t kmow, People get carried away
with stories like that,” he laughs.
“Ijust think that you have to get some

¢ money together if youre going to place

abet. When I saw them I thought
that they were a really powerful
force and I just wanted to follow
them wherever they wers going.”

“Franz Ferdinand saw something really
decent 1n Laurencs,” says Stephen
Pastel. “A sincerity that’s maybe lacking

¢ 1 alot of the rest of the music business,

huge swathes of which are really
transitory. Domino are the opposite

" ofthat”

The dividend from Laurence’s bet was
the label’s first Top 10 hit when Franz's

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdowi

happened across playing a Saturday
evening country and western night at
his local pub and signed the following
week, With the Monkeys, Dommo’s
involvement was similarly fortuitous.

“Because we don’t have teams of scouts
everywhere I didn't really know that so
many people were trying to sign them,”
says Laurence. “I was late to hear them
and just very lucky I'went to seethem
play at this little club in Stockton-on-
Tees and just managed to get a meeting
with them. They were looking for
something different and we allgot on
It was just gut instinct.”

“It was all a bit unorthodox really,
because we had so many options of who
to sign for,” says Matt Helders. “But
me and Alex met Laurence and

Elliott Smith, who
died tragically in 2003

. we thought he seemed like a genuine fan

rather than just a businessman - he

i started the label from scratch, he owns

. the label and he decides who he signs

: rather than some MD in the boardroom
¢ talling hinwho he has to.”

Building on Franz’s chart success, the

" label had 1ts first UK Number One
i albur (with Franz's ‘You Could Have

It So Much Better”) and single (Arctic

. Monkeys’ ‘I Bet You Look Good On The
. Dancefloor’) in 2005. By this stage they

had alsc expanded to the States, setting
up Domino USA after being approached
by a young Daniel Kessler. He later left

" to form his own band, Interpol, but the
: label still has an ever-growing base of

operations in America Needless to say,

+ this was never part of a grand plan.

“] try and approach things as a fan who

wants to follow the journey of the artists
. and be led as a fan on that journey,” says
. Bell. “You have to get behind artists and

endorse that. I don't think that bands

¢ should feel like they have to repeat

. themselves with each album, I have total
" farthin the artists.”

blues tric Archie Bronson Qutfit, who he

From therr indie roots to transatlantic
success, Domino’s legacy 1s currently

" unimpeachable,

“Thave the greatest confidence in the

i music that we've released,” says
¢ Laurence, “I think that it wall just get

better and better as the years goon. 1
mean -1 don't think I've been happier

: than when we signed Pavement, They're

very righteous and independent free

! spirits, so at the time their vote of

confidence in the label was a big thing

: forus. And now they’ra back playing
. again and more young groups are
. getting into their music.

“All you need to do to start alabel 1s
just find that one band or artist that yon
think 1s 1ncredible. You only need one
act to start a label Just find someone
that you can't stop
listening to or
talking
about and
you're
away"
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You are now watching

MESIC GO ‘\H“ﬂ(‘ 1V

So video &Hathg' radlo star. Now will the influx of band-fronted internet TV

shows killthattoo? @ meets the Los Angeles trio who are using
-Wloneerlng statlon fQ showease their unique spin on perfect pop
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s the pair of awkward
hosts shuffle out of
shat, a golden halo of
curls starts bobbing
under glaring, shightly
shonky hghts.
Makeshift stars smipped from shiny
paper shimmer against the brick-effect
wall and there are enough tambourines
1n action to make you assume you've
come across an impromptu happy-
clappy Christian get-together.
Thankfully, what you're witnessing 1s
ateeny bit more thrilling than mere
religious singsongery. The nnglets
belong to one Meredith Metcalf - known
on the fantasy pop plane as Gala Bell -
but the stars and glinting rig? They
belong to Fuce Time, a fictional TV show
that showcases the very best of East LA
talent, Talent that currently consists of
one band: vintage pop and FM rock
sensations Music Go Music, A send-up of
the bizarre local TV shows that these
young Americans grew up watching,
Face Time1s cast 1n the endearingly
amateur mould of public access TV. An
oddball institution, it’s a format where
“anyone could get a show” explains
Meredith, even if some of them shouldn't
have been allowed within 50 metres of a
camcorder. “Some of the shows were
really kind of popular,” says her
bandmate, husband and keyboard player
David Metcalf, who also goes by the
slightly ntzier stage name of Kamer
Maza. “There was a guy Wally George
- he was kind of like a proto Bill O'Reilly
- but then others would just be two guys
1n a garage, Weyne’s World style.”
Pitched as a neighbourhood variety
show, Face Time sees MGM performing
awesome live takes from their
forthcoming and straight-up fun debut
album ‘Expressions’. Yet, aside from
fleeting clips of one man getting freaky
with steel drums and a faceless chap
dangling chickens, no other bands have
appeared on the show. Apparently
though, 1t’s just a matter of time before
they do, but whether or not they’ll be
able to score their first choice of guests
15 st up 1n the aur, “I'd love to have
Metallica on,” muses David wistfully,
Available to watch via all the usual
online suspects, such as YouTube and
Vimeo, Foce Time might exist in spoof
land, but there’s something very real at
1ts heart, Not only does 1t make the
whole concept of music television pretty
damn irrelevant but there’s also
something gloriously DIY about the
whole thing; all you need 15 a Flip
camera and 1Movie and any band, no
matter how limited their cash, can make
their own show “It’s just a matter of
being able to follow through with the
idea and know how to find all the pieces
that you need to get 1t going,” explains
Meredith. “Anyone can just have a
camera and film music, 1t's just {a matter
of] what degree you want totake itto”
While the likes of Cobra Starship
broadeast comedy skats and Bloc Party
dabble wath cockery clips on their
homepage, so far MGM seem to be happy
just to air their tunes - although
sometimes they might not have been as

content as they first seern. While
Meredith looks chirpy in the Face Time
renditions of ‘Explorers Of The Heart’ and
‘Light Of Love’, belting out the numbers in
front of a hastily erected trellis backdrop,
it turns out that’s a grimace on her face
and not a beatific grin. Waking up on the
day of iilming, she realised her neck had
se1zedup. Freaking out in the caronthe
way to the hired studio, she putout a
desperate call for muscle relaxant. It went
unanswered and she struggled through
the shootin agony. “It’s land of rad
because I'watched that performance and
T'm like, “Wow, that’s what I look like when
I'm 1n excruciating pam.”

At least Meredith hasn't suffered the
same bad luck as the show’s slippery
host, Rob Fosse, who, 1t states on the
band’s website, has suffered an
“ignormmous fall from grace” which has
since led to his incarceration,

“We're not at liberty to

discuss 1t because of legal

reasons,” jokes
Meredith of the fate
of the fictional
presenter, “I think
your mmd can...”
starts Dand, “..Allm [l
the blanks,” fimshes
Meredith,1ina
moment just on the
night side of marned-
couple-cute.

Working with each

Today, in an empty east London pub on
a weekday lunchtime, the three Los
Angeles natives n front of us are
undoubtedly Meredith, David and
Adam, but the night before at their
Hoxton Seuare Bar & Kitchen show they
couldn’t have been anyone else other
than Gala, Kamer and Torg. So how did
they get their cosmic disco monkers?
“Mine came to me in adream,” admts
David, before recounting a Freudian tale
1volving a musical ballpoint pen with
awindow on its side displaying the
names of the songs. “One of my songs
started playing and Iooked and 1t said 1t
was by Kamer Maza.” David's
subconscious won out and his rom du
pop was born. But the genesis of
Meredith’s pseudonym was a touch more
basic. “Gala’s like a party and then Bell
15, 7' know, like a bell, so...” she fades out.

/' "Party bell" interjects David,
/" while Adam,who, nhis
4 aviator glasses has the 1970s

classic rock look
down pat despite
being off duty,
reveals his Torg
alter ego simply
“blurted out”.

‘With the mine
songs from
‘Expressions’in
their arsenal, their
darlk, desire-loaded
lyrics underpinning

“Anyone can have a camera
and film music, it’s just what

degree you want to take it to”
MEREDITH METCALF/GALA BELL

other in their other group, the far more
esoteric Bodies Of Water, Meredith and
David seem unfazed by the previous
form of spouses in bands - namely Abba
and Fleetwood Mac, whose sound has
certainly influenced MGM Hopefully
the Metcalfs are ignonng the speectre of
both bands’ traumatic relationship
breakdowns. “It’s really practical being
1n a band together because you already
think alike on so many levels,” explains
Meredith. Augmented by guntarist
Adam Seigel, aka Torg, when the trio
play Live they do so with a full band, with
whom they performed for the very first
time on the Face Time recording of
‘Love Violent Love’, “It’s kind of neat to
have 1t documented,” nods Meredith,
Creating their own off kalter weorld in
which to flourish, peppered with
discount props, corny presenters and
dodgy dissolves, these videos aren't
exciting because of big budgets, special
effects and haute couture designer
wardrobes. They’re exciting because of
the shaky camera work and because you
know that Meredith cut those dodgy
stars herself before running up soma
shimmery stage curtains and then
making skurts for her and the backing
singers to wear onstage from the same
fabric. Or were they made by Gala Bell?

1sanely catchy choruses, it makes
perfect sense that they were asked to
support “awesome dudes” Franz
Ferdinand on their UK tour at the end of
2009. Especially when you consider that
i the beginming Kapranes and co
shamelessly stated that the reason they
were making music was to “make gurls
dance”. Shaking a tail feather1s crucial
to Music Go Music’s game plan too, but
at the Hoxton guig, it's not just the gurls
that are getting down to their stardust
sprinkled space-rock, but also the fellas
See, aside from the giddy, gurly pop
aceness, MGM have more than enough
for the boys to get excited about
Particularly if those boys are keen on
sledgehammered references to prog, a
genre almost exclusively worshipped by
members of the unfairer sex.

‘Reach Out’1s as ludicrous and
ambitious as anything ELP ever did and
there’s even a dollop of Black Sabbath’s
epic doom shoehorned into toright’s
weighty take on ‘Love Violent Love’, Yet
as friendly to beard-stroking musos as
that makes them, ignore the auntie-
pleasing pop side of MGM at your peril,
With Status Quo guitars and “woah
woah woak”s nicked wholesale from
‘Waterloo’, ‘Light Of Love’ soars through
the venue almost as perfectly as the

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

MUSIC GO MUSIC

sublime Carpenters shakedown of
‘Explorers Of The Heart), a soon-to-be
favounte of wedding and bar mitzvah
DJs the world over.

Inshort, it's one heck of show. Even Gala,
i high-waisted flares, can't stop herself
from beaming. She graciously thanks the
crowd as the band leave the tiny stage to
stadum-sized cheers after ‘Warm In The
Shadows' lays them to waste with its
marathon Donna Summer-meets-the-
Doobie Brothers twaddling.

1t’s all the more impressive when we ask
which number showit is and Adam
hazards a guess at “almost 20™ So let’s get
ths straight, they've not even released
their album, but already MGM are 1in
possession of an outstanding live show
and a home-grown TV programme, Its a
phenomenon we hope more bands take
onboard. If this1s the rebirth of music
television as we know it, then we'll see you
dovm the front of the maternity ward.

Bands take note- here’s a video camera,
here’s avideo editing package, now go
make a TV show,

YD KILLED
THE VIDEO STAR
Five bonds with thelr owis TV sbows

COBEA STARSHIP
Now Ints Seagut: Twa, ColbusCanty
To svusew Setieclisy Night Lsm-atyle
-akiz-Fuar then OUT Gragy Whistle Tasr.
Fouttiowa v hlwcrs sanrebangg th sl -
Ineluding g aices s etioy, bowling
wnd i kighlighe of w grisnncing Peaw
Wluntx et ting Cwbe Saperta’s few
snttoomed con i gy,

MARINA & THE IMAMONDS
AN GONZALES
el b wrggmin Bies viscn] it thee
Hellywred cnllab bt vwen Myrizs
ancl wmiveey tinking, beenmy Chilly
Corpales i mpnnesd tobe y los
segymacs from » Baropesn pop chow
arvd comes with Extominn subrithes.

LESSAYY AV

Cm Pitchfark i, Brardo ix the welly
basiry o Lous Sy Foe's Tim
Harringtan, One episode i n bizsrre
mugirg om ext plastic murgery, whils
another fextures Tlight Of The
Corchards’ Kristen Schaal dealing
with Barington's impotent yvampire,

JEREMY WARMSLEY

The much-miszed Welcome To Our
TV Shone woe the ther-lo-h YouTube
outing boe trohs geek Jeremy
Warmalyy, wbo pur on bving room
avti-gigre verth Johnee Clyom, Fr¥ars,
Lanars Mooimy, Mystery Jets and
Lightspesd Champeea.

ITHEACADEMYIS .

Thzvsdeo podeossthat iz TAL_ TV
sens thye band eonbarking on
sour-relatad high nks and tmehides
caceythen g focen high-aguality gig
Foctags to shaly-cam jam soseions.
JE you want to know what gocs oa
bahind angled fringes, wateh this.
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THIS MAN
NEARLY DIED
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NME legend Nick Kent spent
the ’70s snorting, shooting up
and overdosing with Iggy Pop.
Sam Wolfson met the man
who trawled the rockn’roll
gutter - so you didn’t have to

f Paul Weller needed any further proof of his
Godlike Genus status, he should look to one of
the previous recipients of the NME Award: the
legendary rock wnter Nick Kent, who recetved the
finger 1n 2002. In 1977, as the '70s was suffering
from one of 1ts many crises of style over substance
Kent wrote, “I'd rather see The Jam than any other
number of attitude fetishusts, if only because they've
put the music first.”

When we meet Kent at his publishers’ London office,
he is politely asking his publicigt for a mug of hot water
5o he can brew his own looge-leaf herbal tea, This is
the same man who, in hig own words, 1s widely-viewed
as “one of the championship-level London-based
substance abusers of the late 20th century”. He’s in
his late 50s now, he has a son and a wife, who he lives
with in France. He has found the past decade in muste
appalling, repeatedly declaring it to be the worst in
pop’s history. Although he swears to us he would
never appear on the smug talking-heads show, he is
essentially a grurapy old man Yet during our time with
him his eyes will repeatedly roll back, while he'll speak
passionately about the decade in which his youth1s
kept under lock and key.

“] didn’t just embed myself in the '70s, ] impaled
myself on them I saw the first ‘Ziggy Stardust’ show,

I saw the first Sex Pistols show. I was in the Sex Pistols
before Lydon joined Even when I was getting beaten
up for dressing like a “poof’, I was still right there on the
zeitgeist, more so than anyone else. ] had the kmack of
being in the right place, at the nght ime, over and over
and over again ”

It’s been 28 years since Kent's out-of-control heroin
problem led to him being fired from NME for the
second and final time, yet he’s still our most famous
son. More than ‘Londen Calling’ or ‘Brown Sugar’,
more than Bowie’s aliens or Johnny Rotten’s phlegm,
Nick Kent’s writing defined the decade.

His exploits were turned mto legend, For days, often
weeks at a ime, Kent would submerge in rock’s excess,
surfacing only to chronicle them in thig magazine,
Before him, great music writers such as Lester Bangs
and Hunter § Thompson (both of whom were heroes of
Kent’s), would talk about rock as an ethereal concept
that could never truly be encapsulated, Kent wasn’t
interested in that :dealism when the grim reality had
so much more to say. He wrote about how drugs and
groupies were setting Rolling Stone against Rolling
Stone, how Zeppelin were being dragged under by
their own success. When Sid Vicious used a rusty
chain to batter him at an early Pistols gig at the 100
Club 1n 1976, Kent used NME to fight back. And helped
coin Simon Ritchie's nickname in the process.

Yet so many of Kent’s stories have gone untold. Until
now, he’s never written about the time he knocked on
Iggy Pop’s door as an ununvited stranger and was
allowed i on the condition that he would explain the
backstory of Steptoe & Son. Nor the time ELO’s
manager came bursting into the NME office and tried
to throw a hack out the window for saying hisband’s
drum solo went on too long in a live review. He hasn't
detailed his first throes of love with The Pretenders’
singer Chrissie Hynde, or their grizzly falling out.

So for the past two years Kent has been holed away
wnting his new book, Apathy For The Devil - his
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follow-up to 1994's superb
collection of 1972-1993
writings, The Dark Stuff-a
tone filled with his untold
stories, thousands of them,
every one of which a mortal
man could dine out on for
the rest of his days. But
Kent just keeps going, often
donating only a single
sentence to life-shattering
events. It makes his bock
not just a biography but
athnller, a high-octane
chase through a decade’s
musical history.

It begins with Kent as
a shghtly nerdy but
wellantentioned teenager
who had ust moved from
provincial south Wales to
London “Iwas 19, anew
decade had begun and
1 wanted to see it amount
to something, not just be
another regurgitation of
the ’60s.” Around this time,
atroubled NME had been
given 12 18sues to turn ther
ailing sales figures around
or disappear up rival title
Melody Maker’s back page.
Kent wasbrought n to
write a Stooges feature and
stayed on as afreelancer.
Durng those crucial three
months NME’s circulation
rose from around 60,000
to around 200,000

Afterwards NME
commissioned a survey
to find out why people
had started to buy the
magazine. It found that
the only bits they were
locking at every week
were the photos and the
gossip column.

“What that told me
was that we were
writing for a market
with an incredibly
short-attention span.
1f they were going
toread the articles
they had to say ‘LOOK
AT ME’ all the time.

Even Jimi Hendrix,

the greatest musician

of the 20th century, had to dress up like a Christmas
tree, set fire to his guitar, play behind his back; he was
doing all sorts of flamboyant gimmicky things, butit
drew his audience in.”

So Kent started to become more ostentatious,
flamboyant ~ and with that came a cocksure arrogance,
He started referring to himself in the third person n
his articles, adopting a more simister, confrontational
tone - he, in essence, became more rock’n’roll than the
people he would write about. By this point he was
riddled with STIs, regularly going days without sleep
and running between the druggie underworld of
London and the cut-throat alitism of the Sunset Strip.
His relationship with drugs intensified as he started
to take heroin.

One night 1n 1974, Kent and Keith Richards went out
on the town for a 40-hour bender. In The Dark Stuff, he
recounts the copious amount of drugs they consumed,
but leaves the story cliffhung with Richards falling into

From the top: Nick Kent returns to the NME office,
February 2010, Interviewing Dr Feelgood backstage
at the Marquee, 1975. Johnny Rotten at the Roxy in
1976, with a very, ahem, wired Kent, second left

“I DIDN'T JUST EMBED MYSELF
ON THE 708, | INPALED MYSELF
ON THEM. | WAS RIGHT THERE

ON THE ZEITGEIST”
NICK KENT

a coma and Kent throwing up
all over Ronnie Wood's
welcome mat, In Apathy.., he
reveals what happened next;
Richards wakingupmn a
stupor and driving them to
London 1n s Ferran, jumping
out of the car to kick an
Evening Standard hoarding

to shit It had read “MARC
BOLAN SAYS ‘1AM STILL
THE GREATEST”. Jimmy
Page joined them that evening
for a reggae jam before Kent
eventually passed out.

After that night, Kent’s life, in
one sense, started to unravel.
He became homeless, ltving
paycheck to hus drug dealer.
Yet at the same time, his talent
and star were soaring. Kent
was getting to write, not just
about the band of the moment
(he speaks of his loathed
assignment to tour with
Jethro Tull), but about the
drop-outs and broken men of
the past. He was fascinated by
characters such as Syd Barrett,
Nick Drake and Brian Wilson.
They, ike him and his new
best fnend Iggy, had given up
on caution - throwing it not
Just to the wind, but to the
dogs. “In the '70s there was a
complete abgence of the 1deas
of consequence,” he explains,
“There was no kind of
morality, all that hippy-cippy
love-your-brother thing had
evaporated, The attitude was
Just- fuck you. Fuck you and
fuck everyone else Fuckall
this stuff about treating your
body like a ternple, you treat it
like a kebab house.”

That attitude came to be
embodied in one band
that would stalk Kentin
the latter half of the
decade. Kent was
skeptical when
Malcom McLaren
troduced him to
QT Jones & His Sex
Pistols; McLaren
had a reputation for
being a style-over-
substance dreamer. But
Kent recogrused that this was one of the imes he
might have struck gold. Later, Kent would join the Sex
Pistols as a guitanst for three months, before a
reshuffle where he was kacked out and replaced by
Lydon. It was a few months later when Vicious, at that
pointjust a Pistols hanger-on, would take his fury out
on Kent with a bike chain. He repeatedly struck him,
while hig accomplice held a blood-stained pen knife
centimetres from Kent’s eye,

He might have survived this attack ~ and quite
a few others, including a viclent stabbing by a gang
i King’s Cross n 1977 -~ but Kent still sacrificed his
life to report on the’70s, If he had turned around to
NME and gone, “Sorry but I'm clocking off at five,”
the ’70s may have stayed shrouded 1n secrecy rather
than sin Kent took hard drugs, partied non-stop and
flew all over the world with his heroes because, as he
says gleefully i our interview, “All work and no play
makes Nick a dull writer”

 NICK KENT

But by the start of the '80s, Nick had lost his gift for
writing {that'll be the heroin for you) and his career
took, if not a nosedive, then a considerable beliyflop.
He's a happy man now, and when he wakes from his
nightmares (there’s one repetitive one where he has
to leave a Rolling Stones gig to enter a “coffined space
of impenetrable darkness") he tells himself. “I've
got a beautiful son, I've got a beautiful wife, I've got
a beautiful life”

1 ask what advice he'd grve his 17-year-old senif he
started to take drugs. I'm cheating, putting a parental
facade on a question that 1s really about regret Kent
sees right through it. “I don’t want him to do drugs
*til he’s 18, and even then I'd tell him to stay away from
heroin and cocaine, to be careful of speed, ch and
no tranquilizers or PCP. But 1f someone had told me
all that, I wouldn't have listened. People did tell me
and I didn't listen.”

Unlike other members of NME’s progeny ~ Paul
Morley, Julie Burchill, Tony Parsons and Danny
Baker, to name but a few — Kent hasn’t become
a darling of the broadsheets or the airwaves. He's
written occasionally for The Guardion and the French
newspaper Libération but his disdain for the decade
past has limited his options to vitriol or nostalgia,
What his whole life has really led up to 15 his definitive
account of the *70s, the gospel according to Kent Other
documentaries about the decade have been a mixture
of conjecture, guesswork and Wikipedia But Kent was
there, and while you read through his pages 1t feels hike
you were too

It's not that he just happened to be in the right places
at the right times, it’s that he forced hirself to be, often
against the best wishes of his mind and body. To be
able to write Apathy For The Devithe gave up on the
things that distract most of us ~ love, health, a sense of
consequence - to dive headfirst into music. He set the
precedent. For the past 30 years these pages have been
loyal subjects to his legacy.

NEEDLES, STABBINGS,
SID AND 1GGY...

From the pages of Apathy: five great missives
from Kent's time on the frontline of rock’n’roll

r

Kent seeks out legendary rock hack Lester Bangs
to be his joumallistic mentor: “a stranger tums up
at your door visibly fucked up on tranquilizers,
would you let him into your abode? Of course you
wouldn’t. But Lester wasn't like most people.”

Kent Injects hevoin for the first tinse: “We drove
around for what felt like hours, at one point

I started to fade away and Iggy stopped that

car and dragged me on to a deserted Hollywood
hilltop. ‘Don’t die on me, OK?' he kept repeating.”

Stephen Stills challenges a arowd to outplay him
and Neil Young. Soon Jimmy Page, John Bonham
and The Band’s Robbie Robertson step up to form
the greatest rock supergroup that never was. In
atiny pub. Kent was there. Wish you were too?

i 1977 Kent is attacked by an anoitymwons gang
of punks: “They had this ritual of first cutting

me and then kicking me in the same place their
knives had just been. I strongly sensed | was ahout
to he stabbed to death.”

Sid and Mancy pltch up uninvited at Kent’s squat.
The next moming Kent finds a yellow stain all
over his plllow. “Sorry mate,” said Sid. “1 didn’t
have any hairspray yesterday so | stuck a bunch of
margarine in my hair to get it to stand up.”
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Almost gold

LIGHTS
s (POLYDOR)

ELLIE GOULDING

.

|

6/

She may be gathering plaudits, but her
debut doesn’t quite win the glittering prize

op of the BBC Sound Of 2010
poll Winner of the Critics’
Choice Award at this year’s
Brits, Without bagging Young
Sportsperson Of The Year and
winning The Apprentice, expectations
couldn’t be higher for 23-year-old Ellie
Goulding. Her success is a foregone
coneclusion - with this level of pre album
hype even HEALTH could guarantee
a Top Five hit. But Ellie has a heavier
responsibility to bear. Alongside Manna
she’s expected to carry the femtronica
torch into the new decade and ensure a
bright and eredible future for those girls
who wiere born part-synth.

You're right to be concerned. Ellie
wasn't born part-synth. She was your
common-or-garden acoustic singer-
songwriter untl she ran into Frankmusik
and realised there was more to life than
open mic nights full of Magners addicts
with beards. Now, the folkie-turned-
squelchmonger breed doesn’t have a
great track record. Add in suspicions

40 BME 27 Februaryzoio

that Goulding might be shrouding her
fundamentally folk heart in Frankmusik’s
skin-deep pop sheen to cash-in ag the
new La Roux and what can we expect
from Lights*?

At best a catchy pop record like Little
Boots, At worst the sort of contrived
drivel that Simon Cowell might concoct
for X Factor bombshel Diana Viekers.
Hang on... both Ellie and Diane sing
with that elfin, lollipop-suckling warble
made popular by Joanna Newsom and
apparently Goulding’s co-written two
songs for Vickers' forthecoming album.
Has anyone seen them in the same room?

Thankfully Lights’ is a eatchy pop
record like Little Boots. Not that that's
necessarily a cork-popper: fact is, there’s
nothing here groundbreaking encugh
to justify the eritical frothing. It’s largely
straight-ahead folk-pop dappled with a
mild ground-frost of sequenced beats,
Auto-Tune, and synth sizzles. When
it's not KT Tunstall, it's Pink. When it's
neither one nor the other, it’s both at

enl

once. Lady Gaga is blasting more fresh
and interesting 1deas out of her left
bosom than Goulding exhibits on this
entire album, It seems the 2010 tipsters
were focusing less on innovation, more
on commercial comph. And this Ellie! as
in spades: take singles ‘Starry Eyed’ and
Under The Sheets, the spangliest racks
here, The former finds Ellie love-struck
and breathless (“You look at me, it’s like
you hit me with lightning”) to disco diva
beats and looped soul wails, sounding
like an angelic Cheryl Cole. The latter
sees her in more bruised and bitter
mood as producer Starsmith feeds her
vulnerable voeals through an Auto-Tune
the size of the Large Hadron Collider:
“You lefr a bloodstain on the floor. . like
all the boys before”.

These tunes are sparkly of cleavage,
designed to seduce the charts with
a coy bat of their neon lashes There’s
more: like opener ‘Guns And Horses',
which skitters along on bleeps and
fizzes, xylophone tinkles and acoustic
strumblings, and the elastic chorus of
“This Love (Will Be Your Dovmfally

Infatuation, doubt, sadness and
domestic abuse; thus far Ellie’s done
a cracking job of tackling folkish
concerns via the soulless circuit boards
of mirrorball hotpants pop. It's when she
rolls out the piano-led heart-wrenchers
- ‘The Wnter and Every Tume You Go’
— that the arena folk spectres of Norsh

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

Jones and Shania Twain rear. Suddenly
the reverb-heavy Spanish guitar takes
hold and all you can hear is dance Alanis.

Still, the final two tracks indicate
that Goulding might et crush pop
boundaries. ‘Il Hold My Breath’ — with
its effervescent synth bounce and joyful
chorus of “a sky of diamonds just for usf’
- might well kick-start the Stock, Aitken
& Waterman revival, And ‘Salt Skin’is a
truly inventive epic: Ellie lost m a global
swirl of programmed strings, bleeps, dark
urban scatterbeats and ascending choirs
of damaged women,

Melodically speaking, Tights’ is never
less than stunning, It's an impressive
attempt to drag folk music out of the
+ ayloft and onto the dancefloorand it
marks the emergence of a srart, sincere
and talented new pop star. But for all the
frivolous electro jiggery-pokery there’s
not a rough edge in sight; Ellie remains
way too conventional and chart-poised
to be the new queen of lady lectro. You'd
love to eredit her with the altkudos of
being a 21st century St Etienne, but she's
simply too eager to rub glittery shoulder-
pads with Fergic out of Black Eyed Peas.
And there's no quicker way to destroy a
brilliant new movernent than to tailor it
for the mainstrearmn. Mark Begumont

DOWNLOAD: 1) ‘Under The Sheets’
2} ‘Starry Eyed’ 3) ‘This Love (Will
Be Your Downfall)’
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THE HIGH WIRE 0
TR SLEEP TAPE ynasoow STA0

Like being swaddled in
duck-down pillows while
dappled sunlight filters
onto closed eyelids,

[ London-hased trio The
High Wire have succeeded in creating

a narcoleptic wonderland. Hypnotic
interudes like the dozy ‘New Lovers’
rest flush against the slumber strut of
‘Sleep Tape”. The presence of mid-'90s
Us indie looms large on this debut, with
Mercury Rev’s influence weaving itself
throughout the record, while whispers
of The Lemonheads make themselves
heard on ‘Odds And Evens’, as Alexia
Hagen trills almost as sweetly as Juliana
Hatfield. Even The Dandy Warhols get a
look-In via the hazy grind of ‘A Future
Ending’. Self-indulgent instrumentals
aside, ‘The Sleep Tape’ is simply
dreamy. Leanle Cooper

DOWNLOAD: ‘Odds And Evens’

JOHNNY CASH
AMERICAN V1: AT 1O GRAVE
K1 HEHAR)

(4]

Some things should just be
left alone. ‘Ain't No
Grave... arvives almost
seven years after Cash's
death and four years after
‘American V: A Hundred Highways', the
first posthumous album to be distilled
from the final sessions that Cash
recorded with producer Rick Rubin.

Ahead of release, the record has
been pitched as the great fierce outlaw’s
rage at the dying of the light, his angry
valediction recorded in a breathless
fury between Cash’s beloved wife
June Carter’s death In May 2003
and his own that September.

At first It does sound like a great lost
classic. The title track, an old spiritual,
Is dense and brooding, As Cash fights
for air and splts, “There ain’t no grave
caithold my hody down”, It feels like
he s clawing himself out of the very
ground. It’ll give you goosebumps,

But that’ll be one of the only times
you'll get this feeling,

In fact, the only other essentlal
moment comes on the cover of Shervl
Crow’s ‘Redemption Day' (ask your
aunt), Bullt around simply-plcked
guitar, pump organ and piano it feels
like a Cash standard and carries echoes
of his classic reading of ‘Hurt".

It's said there were 50 tracks to pull
from for the two posthumous albums.
There must have been a lot of filler.

‘1 Corinthians: 15:55’, the only Cash
original (yes, it's about overcoming
death), lacks the piss and vinegar that
he carried through his life. Too much of
the rest - ‘l Don't Hurt Anymore’, ‘Last
Night | Had The Strangest Dream’ - feel,
at best, like average Cash moments. At
worst, they're hokey and dumsy.

Cash deserves better than this.

In fact, he deserves to be left in
peace. Some things should just he
left alone. Paul McNamee
DOWNLOQAD: ‘Ain’t No Grave’

-

THE KISSAWAY TRAIL e
SLEXP MOGNTAIN 1oo 1A Usios)

Crikey, Grandlose church
bells, ‘Keep The Car
Running™esque riffs,
multi-part harmonies...
and all in the first track?
It"s clear from opener ‘SDP' that Danish
epic-popsters The Kissaway Trail ain’t
doing it by halves second time around.
But rather than ending up a hombastic
mess, ‘Sleep Mountain' knows that the
devil is in the detail. ‘Friendly Fire’
gently woozes its way into slow-burning
crescendo without ever sinking into
excess, while the Flaming Lips-isms of
‘New Year” revel in percussive flourishes
and mammoth vocal scores, but with
the knack of knowing just how far to
push it. Centre it all around a
hearthreaking cover of Neil Young’s
‘philadelphia’ and the result Is nothing
short of stunning. Lisa Wright
DOWNLOAD: ‘New Year’
VOICE OF THE e
SEVEN THUNDERS
YOICE OF THE SEVEN THUKDERS Ociavsand
Since 2003 Rick Tomlinson
has released numerous
singles and an album as
volce 0f The Seven Woods,
but he replaced the

arhoreal with the electrical after
supposedly discovering a book of

apocalyptical prophesies dating hack to :

the late 1800s. However, from the
second the fuzzed-up guitar hits you at
the start of ‘Kommune’, it's clear the
name change is also reflective of

from occasional bucolic moments, such
as the closer ‘Disappearances’, the
freak-folk forest of yore has been
largely cleared and replaced by
krautrock rhythms, tape loops and
gultar workouts that can only he

DOWNLOAD: ‘Kommune’

BABY DEE
A BOOK OF SONGS irm2nsny)

Bahy Dee is no stranger to
bruising emotional
& theatre. However, In
contrast to her Will
Oldham-arranged last
album, which swung llke a Welmar

thing of simple beauty. In turn, she
accompanies her trilling vocal delivery
on plano, accordion and harp in sparse
arrangements by Antony Hegarty
sldeman Maxim Moston, with the
overall effect heing like stumbling

somewhere in Tim Burton's head. From
the delicate piano ballad ‘Lilacs’ to the
overwrought expressionism of ‘As
Morming Holds A Star', her vocals
resound with a combination of
determined affectation and emotional
integrity. Anthony Thormton
DOWNLOAD: ‘And Anne Marie Does

Love To Sing’

FIRE LIKE THIS
(Y2/CO-OPERATIVE)

BLOOD RED SHOES

.8/

Rumours of the duo going ‘soft” were just
that - they’re as thrillingly loud as always

t's as superfluous as suggesting
that The Darkness’ ‘I Believe In A
Thing Called Love’ is probably as
good as any song you could drop
adart into on the back of an AC/DC

i greatest hits collection. But, although,
Tomlinson's musical development; aside :
i the influence of 'gos US scuzz rockers,
i from Fugazi to Nirvana to Sonic Youth
i to Pixies the fact remains that the

! peaks of Blood Red Shoes’ 2008 debut
i album ‘Box Of Secrets’, given a quick

i spin in Doc Brown’s DeLorean and
described as blistering. Nathaniel Cramp |

yes, they wouldn't exist if it wasn't for

a transatlantic flight, could snugly

i park themselves into the tracklisting
¢ of any given best-of the era compilation

playlisted by any given bedroom
Cobain trailer
Unashamed exponents of the hairier

side of noughties rock, Steven Ansell
i and Laura-Mary Carter did it vastly

i betterthan most - Laura-Mary's

i air-gasp vocals and brutally catchy

i riffs airlifting them storeys above

i supposed peers such as Nine Black
republic hoedown, ‘A Book Of Songs’ isa :

Alps. However, releasing it too late after

¢ one-off singles such as ‘Stitch Me Back’
i first gathered froth and surfing an

i entirely different sea to the plethora

i of more ‘angular’ bands, the possibility
i of mainstream recognition was always
i low. And so they remained a beloved
into a cobwebbed velvet-lined anteroom :

but decidedly cult addition to UK

¢ rock’s landscape

Early whispers of ‘Fire Like This"

direction got nerves twitching with

i trepidation over a possible ‘gone pop'

¢ switch, complete, it was rumoured, with
i strings. It didn’t last, thankfully - the

i album 1s just as much a joyously

i wall felling barrage of riffola as ‘Box Of

Secrets’. And while there’s cello searing

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

underneath near album end ‘Follow The
Lines and closer ‘One More Empty
Chair’, considering its neighbouring
songs’ gleeful quitar destruction, you
get the impression the instrument used
to record it is in six preces down the
bottom of a Brighton skip.

As before, Blood Red Shoes are most
fun when the velocity is set to skin-
rippingly fast. Hence opener ‘Don't Ask
and ‘Heartsink’ - a screwy British
cousin to Yeah Yeah Yeahs' ‘Date With
The Night’ ~ imprint most hard, On the
latter, Steve leathers his cymbals with
delirious angle thrusts and improbable
control, again demonstrating why he's
one of the most underrated young
drummers in the country, ‘Colours Fade
adds another dimension, the stretched
closer showing they can do deftly
elongated almost as well as drum
crushingly manic.

Overall the album is 2 reassertion that
when it comes to hard-puraping
guitar'n’drums duos it’s unjust that
Steve and Laura-Mary are billed below
the likes of The Kills on the big festival
hull Sellotaped to God’s fridge. But to
bemoan their fate would be like
bemoaning a dollop of seagull deposit
decorating your new suit as you walk
out of the tailors - sometimes life just
1sn't fair, For now we 1 have to be
content with Blood Red Shoes quietly
becoming one of the most thrillingly
ioud bands we've got - and the
promising hope that there’ll be plenty
more fire exactly like this from them for
vears to come. Jamie Fullerton

DOWNLOAD: 1) ‘Heartsink’
2) “Colours Fade’ 3) ‘Don’t Ask’
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Triple threat

JOANNA NEWSOM

HAVE ONE ON ME
(DRAG CiTY)

8

Joanna leaves fantasy behind and enters
the real world for three discs and two hours

ntil now Joanna Newsom’s
only new song committed
to tape n almost four years

was ‘Colleen’ on the ‘Ys

Street Band’ EP, where she
sang, “I tilled and planted, but could not
produce/Not root nor leaf, nor flower, nor

bean, Lord!/1t seems I overwatered
everything”, Three discs, two hours,
18 tracks and a dose of inspirational
Miracle Gro later, and it seems her
garden has produced bounteously,
potentially overgrowing its borders.

Unexpeetedly, though, there doesn’t
seem to be a unifying story branching
through the three parts, though each
disc contains its own songs of profound
sadness, uncontainable desire and the
occasional piano bluesy knees-up. Her
old favourite lyrical tropes — spiders,

bones and rivers, motherhood and

rnoria’ity - still illuminate the way like

native Indian pathfinder symbols

Perhaps the most strikingly odd thing
here (in a menagerie of oddities) is that
for the most part, she's stepped out of

her fantastical world of catenaries,

dirigibles and spelunking into a more
human realm, lyric and imagery-wise.

Although ‘Ys’ was about four pivotal

events in her life, they were cloaked in

though, some of the prosaic details and
unabashed longing are almost alarming
in comparison, more naked and at ease
to breathe among Ryan Francesconi’s
looser arrangements, free from the
ornate baroque corsetry of Van Dyke
Parks’work on its predecessor, It’s
hard to say whether they’re better

or worse for it, but ‘Have One On Me’
certamly brings her voice and story
backto the fore.

For the most part, this is a terribly sad
record, full of never mawlkish ballads
that affect and still absorb with simple
expression and a hundred different
nuanees of voice - aninstrument that
she’s learned to control as artfully as she
does her harp. Final track ‘Does Not
Suffice’ narrates her packing to
permanently leave a lover’s house,
Jackrabbits’ recovering from a period of
drunken sorrow to love again, but most
affecting of all is “Baby Birch',

With its devastating maternal lament
of “This ts the song of Baby Burch/

OR, Iwill never know you”, sparse,
resonant harp and raw shards of electric
guitar, it hauls gobstopper-sized lumps
up to the throat that stick around for
‘On A Good Day’. “T saw life and I called
it mine/I saw it drawn so sweet and fine/

six-word miero-story, “For sale: baby
shoes, never worn”.

It’s only ‘Good Intentions Paving
Company' that really breaks the
reverential tone, swinging like a panty
of banjo-wielding hool gans invading
New York's Brill Building, and
featuring some of the record’s canniest
lyrics: “And I regret, I regret/How Isaid
toyou, ‘Honey, just open your heart/
When I've got trouble even opening a
honey jar'. Evidently, Newsom doesn't
record natural successors, but this
would have made sense as a matured
follow-up to her 2004 debut album
‘The Milk-Eyed Mender’, distilling her
lyrical trickery and polarising kook
into an untouchable reahgnment of
conventional song structure.

In an interview discussing Ys’, she
said, “It's important to say what you
need to say as accurately and truly
as possible, but with as few words
as possible as well.,” With 18 songs
here, the chances of them all being
essential were slight—some are a
little aimless or cloying, like ‘No
Provenance’ where she banally repeats
the desire to be “in your arms” -
but after a limited amount of time in.
‘Have One. .”s company (perhaps
mindful of ‘¥Ys” untimely leak, Drag
City were alittle cagey with review
copies), its less verbose lyrics haven’t
stopped well over half the songs from
exploding ripe with ingenuity, beauty
and emotional resonance, Most bands
don’t make that many great songs in
their whole darned career, and chances
are that the remaining few might
eventually shane through as talismans
for certain fixtes. It’s unhkely that
you'll often listen to it in one bout,
but whether beguiled one day by its
exotic petals and blooms or the next
by the less showy trees in the
background, Have One On Me' is
an Elysian record that you'll return to
again and again. Laura Srnopes

ARCHIE BRONSON OUTFIT
COCONUT {pamino)

After four years

meandering on the edges

of the known musical

world, ABC come hellowing
= hack with a bold album.

i ‘Coconut’ hottles the madness and magic
. of their gigs and tamps the cork home,

: hard. This no doubt owes something to

i the production of former DFA man Tim

. Goldsworthy, but this is not the story

i of an ageing band on a desperate quest

. forinvigoration via producer. Their

i personality is bold throughout, an excess
i of top-shelf distortion and a cast-the-

: crutches-aside sense of euphoria. In

' ‘Coconut”s bewildering musical tour

* around tropicalia, disco, frantic tribal

. sounds, Bristolian blues, post punk, lo-fi

' noise, you hame it... Archie Bronson

; Outfit have produced a remarkable fruit.
- Crack open and sup deep. Luke Tumer

| DOWNLOAD: ‘Wild Strawberries’

GROOVE ARMADA
BLACK LIGHT (WORK IT/COOKING VINYL)

6/

Groove Armada have
always heen a bit of a
‘default setting’ act
cherished by those who
can’t be arsed to get out

¢ there and dig. Favourite football team?
¢ Manchester United. Favourite meal?

' Spag bol. Favourite dance act? Groove

: Armada (Basement jaxx are a bit too

i ‘gut there’ for our lfking). Seit’s a

i pleasant surprise to report that ‘Black
* Light’ is fufillingly dark disco, as if

© Massive Attack had made ‘Protection

* with Giorgio Moroder on the mixing

" desk - you wilt not see baby shaking

© that ass on here. If anything, on the

. likes of ‘Warsaw’ and ‘Cards To Your

¢ Heart', it gets too dark, hut there’s

. enotgh funk in thelr trunk to ensure

: that the coffee table crowd won’t be too

sprawling fables; complex allegories
that betrayed very little of the fact that
their author was an actual human as
opposed to a fairytale creature, Here

And IThad begun to fill in all the lines/
Right down to what we'd name her”,
she sings, its two minute brevity
recelling Ernest Hemingway's fabled

: terrified. who'dathunk? Pete Cashmore
: DOWNLOAD: ‘Shameless’

' Loveis bullshit. So reckons
Chuck Palahniuk, the man

with the lump of coal fora
{ heart. Once, it seemed

: that Scott Hutchison was

i the Fight Club author's mest fervent

. follower, but ‘The Winter Of Mixed

: Drinks’ paints a picture of a man who,

. while still an emotional wreck, is

. suffused with sudden optimism. For

. every seng of heartache {*Yes, | Would')
. and self-Joathing (‘The Loneliness & The
. Screany’), there's one of redemption

i {*Foot Shooter”) or hepe {‘Swim Until

. You Can’t See Land'). The album

i deviates from their previous alt-folkish
. sensibilities: the fuzzed-up shoegazing

i of *Things’ and the anthemic chorus of

. “Living in Colour” herald an exciting new
. hulishit-free dawn. Ash Dosanjh

: . DOWNLOAD: “‘Swim untif You Can't

- 3 " Seetand’

DOWNLOAD: 1) ‘Baby Birch’
2) ‘Good Intentions Paving Company’

8)‘GoLong FRIGHTENED RABBIT
THE WINTER OF MIXED DRINKS
(FAT CAT)

N ) J \
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USG: YOUR

OWN

COUNCIL

rom Jarvis Cocker, the presenter of
this year’s Shockwaves NME Awards,
to our Godlike Genius Paul Weller,
via most of the bands hurtling round
the country on the Shockwaves NME
Awards Tour, like The Maccahees
and Bombay Bicycle Club, there's
atheme. Can you tell what it is yet?

Basically, this lot of awards players are
British, and they're well dressed Brits at
that. Weller has been admired for his
Modfather style for decades now, and Jarv
has the scruffy suitlook down toa T. The
Maccabees, meanwhile, have been rocking
a smart preppy vibe for years and it’s won
them tegions of adoring fans.

if you want to joiu these impeccably
turned-out ranks, you're going to need some
decent threads, which is where the exclusive
fashion partner for the awards, USC, come
in. They've teamed up with Soviet, their
exclusive menswear label, to offer one
iucky reader £250 worth of clothing to help
update their wardrobe and get them looking
rock star ready.

With a spring/sumimer collection that
embodies British character via fresh checked
shirting, hold sportswear pole shirts and key
denim silhouettes, Soviet have got more than
enotgh threads to get you nominated for

LST

WwWw.usc.co.uk

NME PROMOTION

SIVLE &

on Soviet’s cfothes as well as the rest o
the USC brands.
Italian-born label Soviet have heex clothing
Europe’s more sartorially inclined since 1987
with a unigue East-meets-West style that
combines Soviet italian denim heritage with
subtle symhols of a revolutionary past.
Check out their awesome insignia designs
on the site. With just a couple of clicks on the
UsC site, you'll have all you need to throw
those tatty jeans in the river and ralse your
game significantly.
To be in with a chance of winning £250
of clothing for free just go to NME.COM/Win
answer this ridiculously easy question:

11987
|1990
1984

Campetrtion chsas on April 7, 2010.Competitions are opan
1o UK/Channed Iskand resk except

of IPC Media, Wast Coast Capial (5€) Ltd, and thair
families, Winners will be notifled by post/phone after the
losing date. The editor’s decluon s firal.

X
soviel

BEYOND OENIN

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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THATS A 307% SAVING!

60 TO WWW.NME.COM/SAVE3
OR CALL 0840 123 1231
=L ANDQUOTEI0S [T

:\'\\’1"‘
Ofler apes o new subsc ibers anly and ends 30/04/2010 Puy fust £18.99 every Imanihs
by Divect Debit or lar 4 yeor poy just £75.95in o one-ofl payment -
The sorze os soving B1p an Issue (vodr price per issue £1.49, lufl price £2.30)
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S0 50 MODERN @
CRUDE FUTURES {TRANSGRESSIVE)
They’re deceptive, this

bunch from New Zealand.
¢ 01 the one hand they are
deserving of their (rather
" naff) moniker. There are
very few hands that can weld together
suceessfully the disruptive qualitles of
post-ptnk with the discipline of math-
rock. SSM not only achieve this, they
punctuate [t with the odd electronic
beat here and there to make it sound
like they've reinvented the wheel in
surround sound, as on ‘Berlin’. But
the way they horrow so carelessly from
At The Drive-Ins frenetic sound on
‘Dendrong’, and tread where hands
sttch as Foals and Kubichek! have
already left their own very memorable
shouty impressions, still feaves us
unsure as to what the future really
holds for So So Modern. Ash Dosanjh
DOWNLOAD: ‘Dendrons’
THE JOHN MOORE
ROCK AND ROLL TRIO e
ROLL YOUIR ACTIVATOR VOLUME 1 (GREASER 2000)

John Moore appears to be
on a lifelong mission te

Jn the mid-"90s he gained
notoriety as an importer
of absinthe, the green fairy that
poisoned the minds of Rimbaud and
Baudelaire. Now he appears to have
found a new method: rock™n'roli, the
kind that saw Richard and Berry
poisoning the minds of teenagers
everywhere, He's had brushes with it
before in Black Box Recorder and The
Jesus And Mary Chain (his two cohorts
In the Trio, Phil King and Loz Colbert,
are both current members), but here
he takes it back to its roots and throws
In a demalition of T ReX's ‘I Love To
Boogle'. Proof that the generation gap
is alive and well. Nathanle! Cramp
DOWNLOAD: Y} Love To Boogie’

corvupt the nation’s youth, :

TOURIST HISTORY
(KITSUNE)

p until about six raonths ago,
the world at large could be
forgiven for thinking that
the only bands Northern
Ireland ever churns out are
of the “punk” and “rock” variety {we're
forgetting about Snow Patrol on
purpose). Bangor's Two Door Cinema

i Club are apparently hell-bent on
i proving otherwise, peddling the kind

of awkward electropop that could
score a million broken-hearted
teenage romances given half the

i chance. Already bigged up by the likes
i of Kanye West, their debut album is

¢ ashort, sharp shock to the system.

! Yeah, they may look like a band that

: would steal your hibrary books rather

! than your girlfriend, but that just

i makes us love them even more.

Two Door’s stuttering yet spiky songs

i are tighter than a snake’s bumhole in

TWO DOOR CINEMA CLUB

(7

asandstorm. Each track is an
economical three minutes orso and,
barring the frankly barmy trumpet-led
break-down at the end of album opener
‘Cigarettes In The Theatre’, the trio
wisely decide to rein in their youthful
exuberances for the rest of the record
Listening to the likes of the thrillingly
optimistic ‘What You Know’ and ‘I Can
Talk’ makes you feel like you could
wrestle former WWE slaphead ‘Stone
Cold’ Steve Austin and win (of course,
he'd beat the shit out of you, but it’s
nice to pretend).

You can't fault the band’s sunny
outlook though. After years of touring
1t looks like their number has finally
come up, and they're grabbing hold
of their chance with the same vigour
as a 13-year-old boy getting his first
feel. “Let’s make this happen girl/
You're gonna show the world that

They’re Northern Ireland’s brightest hopes since, er, Snow Patrol...

something good can work/ And it can
work for you/And you know it witl”
offer the lyries to recent single
‘Something Good Can Work,” and

by the song’s end we're willing to
believe it too.

So, by thieving a guitar sound from
‘New Romance™era Pretty Girls Make
Graves and putiing it alongside
synthesized drumbeats and hushed
vocals TDCC have created their own
style, but they've alsc got a positivity
that is as catchy as chlamydia at one of
Belle De Jour's ‘parties’ Don't believe
us? Try listening to the powerpop of
‘Undercover Martyn’ or album closer
“You're Not Stubborn’ and not feel
compelled to channel your inner
Brian Blessed and go out and conquer
Everest. We dare you. Don't tell the
emos, but it seems like being happy
is the new being sad. Edwin McFee

UNSPUN HEROES DIGGING UP BURIED TREASURE FROM THE DEPTHS OF OUR COLLECTIONS

' THIS WEEK...

- Rob Parker sings the praises
. of amarvellous hit of madcap
: Englishidiosyncracy

YE WILES
SMOOTHING AWAY THE HORRORS
OF INDIGESTION (HOUSEHOLD NAME, 2003)

g

ANOCTHLAS SWAY TR w;_:'_____:___..‘
-

hen hands say, ‘We
play the music we
like, and if anyane
else likes it then
that’s a bonus’,
99 per cent of the time they're lying
charlatans and deserve astem

fine celebration of English whimsy and
imagination, humming as it is with
wonderful, intimate ideas and blessed
with an eye for detail that makes it
a true hidden delight.

There'’s no musical thread to bind the

tumbling riot of ‘Microwave Meals And  :

Ideals’, ‘Smoothing...’ flips maddeningly :

from folkish meanderings to frantic,

heads-down ska and back through

spiralling indie guitars, asif the band

had too many ideas in their heads: how
else to explain soundbites

dose of the Jash, Ye Wiles' only as varied as “r'dlike to be
full-length ls_ such a steamingly ThlS Can Only have been afitm starbut_l haven't got the :
madaniecionstiomsgesto  concocted by a pack of ke eideyoutniay
;agaries pff mic‘r;:matve'st gr:tl r:vrlmt WelrdOS fOI‘ thelr own fndaorso'f'? In a"&:en," sot;g:'es :ln
appens if you don't ca e las image of a particular Englan
train that it can only have been entertalnment that existed only in the minds

concocted by a pack of weirdos for

their own entertainment; the four
wizards who comprise Ye Wiles were, in
the hest way possible, pretty welrd (two
of them now live as actuat troubadours,
walking around Britain and singing for
their supper - they carry wooden staffs

and everything). But ‘Smoothing..’isa

whispering opener ‘The Standard
Voyeur’ to the joyous clatter of ‘in
Appreciation Of Zoltan Kodaly" and
‘Leisurewear’ (which opines, brilliantly,
“Never trust a man In a bum-bag™),

or ‘Cry Wolf’, with its playful fiddiing

and inetegantly plucked solo, to the

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

of Ye Wiles, but it’s one that
has heen so vividly recreated that it
remains infinitely tangible. Their
trinmph was small and personal - they
wrote songs in the unique way that
comes when you build your own studio
and effectively hibernate while making
music - buta triumph nonetheless.

27 February 2000 NME 45


http://magazinesdownload.com/

UPFRONT AND BACKSTAGE
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LITTLE FISH

NE.r

Addicted
to Love

HOLE/FOXY SHAZAN/

02 SHEPHERDS BUSH EMPIRE, LONDON *
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17

No matter how much she screws up, the
power of Love’s fury remains undiminished

hich way’s it gonna go? The

room heaves with breathless

rubberneckers waiting for

the crash, jostling for lines of

sight with rabid 15-year-cld
girls in tiaras and clompety boots trapped
1nside 20-something women who've been
waiting over a decade for this moment, It
could be incendiary. It could be crushing. Tt
might be all new material.

And then - the brutal, slashed chords of the
title track of Hole’s debut album ‘Pretty On
The Inside’. That raw, grating yowl, still
unlike any other voice you've ever heard. So
far, we're still believing,

With everything that’s bappened over the
intervening years since the defiant erossover
triumph of ‘Celebrity Skurt', the finaneial
farragos, the drugs, the brealeup of her band,
the custody battles over her daughter, the
public spats, the Twitter rants, there’s alotto
overcome tonight,

Proving herself has never been Courtney’s
style, though, and a cocky segue into
‘Sympathy For The Devil’ sets the tone The
classies rip through the erowd on a purcly
hormonal level, ‘Miss World'"s rancorous,
bitter chant of “I made my bed/I't! i in 12"
rippling through the bodies You have to feel
sorry for support acts Litile Fish and Foxy
Shazam, whose angsty, glossy alt rock and
deranged New York Dolls comedy sketches,
respectively, would normally have
1mpressed; tonight, they've no chance.

Thankfully, Hole’s new stuff is alright, too:
Skinny Little Bitch' is rollicking and
ferocious, the freeway radio rock, grunge-

46% 27 February 2010

tinged sound she’s inhabited since ‘America’s
Sweethcart’, pleasantly roughed-up and
raw-edged. Honey’ is a classic Courtney
psychoanalytical drama, ploughing a familiar
heartbroken lyrical furrow... “He goes down,
down to his bitter end”, she intones, slowly
windmilling her arms The gawpers love it.
‘Letter To God'’ revels in grisly self-obsession,
Linda Perry’s emotion-heavy power ballad
gernitly cushioning Courtney's line “T never
wanted to be some kind of comic relief”.
‘Never Go Hungry Again’ is perhaps the
most affecting moment, a dusty Dylan-ish
strummer that’s subtly bleak, ‘Violet’, their
purest, most tremendous moment, 18
undeniable, Courtney’s vicious bark of
“VIOLENT" embodying brute, ineffable rage.
“Not so bad for an old lady,” she coneludes at
theend,

And this is the thing; even though ‘Violet’
feels slightly botched, even though the new
songs mainly roll along in a pleasant enough
mid-paced grungey radio rock sort of way and
her new band of whippersnappers are a little
too pol’ &, even though Courtney mixes up
words to ‘Celebrity Skin' and admits “I'm
a little rusty on the guitar... Thave a
teleprompter”, you realise that, really, it
doesn't matter. Hole were always less of aband
than they were a cult of personality, and
tonight the personality herself is on top form,
issuing a deflantly messy howl of “someday
you will ache like I ache to conclude a potent
‘Doll Parts’. In a weird way, the more she flirts
with disaster, the more powerful Courtney is.
She’ll suck up your hate and biast it backin
your face like a tempest. Emily Mackay
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Dance in

A

KOKO
regret the
Pete/ballet
douhle-
booking

Albion

BABYSHAMBLES/THE SOFT PACK/THE CHEEK

KOKO, LONDOW
[ WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17

-

Pete and the boys get to the stage on time - and
preview their long-awaited third album

1ght bars into The Cheek’s opening
song Rory Cottam tornadoes onto the
stage -~ necklace and gospel singer-
style handelaps flying around a great
haircut and deadpan face. Joe Lean,
there’s still hope for you to make abuck or
twor take The Cheek to court and sue them
senseless. Now major label property, in what
seems like a teen flick geek-to-prom-king
makeover plot, the Suffolk fivesome have
snipped off half their name and the Young
Knives-y gawky-guitar pop that went with it
With new songs such as ‘What Goes On',
a scraggier eousin of Blur’s ‘Beetlebum’, they
finally seem set to go places.

Woolly hats, oversized jumpers and hands
stuffed in pockets: there’s no pretension for
The Soft Pack. They're also not really busting
a gut tryig to win back any of the buzz that
mght have dissipated during the long wait for
their debut album. Instead, they roll out casual
harmonies, minimal movement and sarcastic
banter: “We just found out backstage that this
song’s gone to Number One 1n the US,” smirks
Matt Lamkm, making fun of their underground
status, before shding into a woozy ‘Answer
To Yourself’ With songs like this and the
Strokesian slurs of ‘Extmetion’, we wouldn't
care if they were singing in their sleep.

But with constant audience chants muffling
these two support sets, not to mention the
‘Ficek Forever’ and “gehht’cha plastic rosary
beads here” merch stalls that are blanketing
Camden High Street, tomght belongs to
Babyshambles, “And the winner of Best
Opening Tracks...” Pete declares upon
entering the stage, bang on time, ““Delivery’”
With Mik Whitnall and Drew McConnell
dressed accordingly in suits and ties, they
hurl into the first gliteh-free song of the night,
immediately prompting a wave of ‘Save Pete’
T-shirted torsos to fly across the venue.

The room is only stilled when, bizarrely,
‘There She Goes (A Little Heartache)’ 1s
accompanied by two ballerinas prancing
about in gold tutus, out of syne to Drew’s
‘The Lovecats-esque bassline.

At times the set is in danger of being a tad
routine ~ they have been playing songs from
the same two albums for years now. However,
a selection of promising new third album
contenders, inclading the Clash-esque
‘Fireman’ and big chord belter ‘Farmer’s
Son', restoke any lost excitement. With
the tip of a hat and a wave of a Union Jack
handkerchief, Pete surveys the scene of
bloody carnage left by closer ‘Fuck Forever’

ajob well done. Camille Augarde

Find more magazines at www.magazin

lvinson before a
sonorous, [nn
Juggling burst of
black noise cuts him
off mid-sentence:
“Fucking hell, that
sounds disgusting!”
Yup, that’s about.
right, The London
based boy-gi
bass-and-drums
duo make one:
helluva racket,
ranging from
‘Yampire’ - a hlast
of surf rock that’s

jammed into its

vital organs - to

they’re doing...
Just how we like It.

indie-pop of The
Raincoats, a folksy
take on the deep
south blues and a
full-throated tribal
war cry {oftenin
the same song), her
delight at belting
out these bedroom
recordings for all to
see is infectious.
This cultural hotpot

live via a loop
pedal, feels like it

CHAPEL CLUB
DMLLSTON STAMFAD WORKS,
LONDOK

WEDNESONY, FEBRIMRY 40

hapel Club’s Lewis Bowman is aman

of few words. Flanked by the decaying

walls of an abandoned warehouse,

lurching over his miarophone, his eyes
nothing but a cold, dark abyss, he delivers
tonight’s only sign that he doesn’t hate us all:
“thank you”. But then no-one’s come here, to
the rectum of Dalston, to hear him talk about
his loft conversion.

For he stands at the front of ane of Britain's
most excting, most hyped prospects. A band
who require no support tonight, who’ve pushed
this venue to near over-capacity and, before
they've even played a note, own the room
through anticipation alone,

when they do finally get around to the notes,
they offer up a sound that bridges the
contemporary gap between the hook-driven
doom-pop of White Lies and the atmospheric
wall of sound adopted by Glasvegas, Whether
this was a gap that needed urgent flllingis
another matter, but tonight It proves
authentically intense and tight.

Bowman himself embodies the stage-craft of
lan Curtls, If not his twitchy dancing, He stares
down the room with possessed contempt on
most tracks, yet delivers wry, smart and witty
Iyrics with poetic flourish on others, suchason
the brilliant single, ‘0 Maybe I",

“0 mayhe I should settle down to a quiet fife/
O maybe | should chance it all on a perfect
night' he sings in all his baritone glory. Heaven
knows he’s Morrissey now.

All very impressive, However it’s with their
other tracks that Chapel Club will stand or fall
this year, and there are inconsistencies. For
every ‘0O Mayhe I’ there's a ‘Machine Music’, the
type of generic, doom-pop slog that cynics will
use to beat them to death with.

For tonight, though, It's the flashes of dark,
glossy grandeur that win out and the only man
that looks like he’s going to beat anyone to
death anytime soon is Bowman... but we kind
of love him for it. Stepen Kelly
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THE COURTEENERS

MANCHESTER, RUBY LOUNGE
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16

Liam Fray and co take one
last look at the small-time.

Next stop? Old Trafford...

here are g'gs that are much less about
the rmusic and more about the moment;
that tirneless convergence of band, fans
and fate. And without those shows
- y’know, the Libs’ 984th impromptu
Rhythm Factory reforrmation, Spike Island,
Qasis at Maine Ro... zzz - lazy music hacks
would have no way of opening a review of
a homecoming for a vaguely important band.
Thankfully, those clichés have absolutely no
place here because this is NOT one of those
gigs “We're not meant to be playing dingy
clubs,” Liam Fray said in these very pages a few
weeks back. “We're ready to step it up a level ”
And he's right Tonight's instantly sold-out
sweatpit show is eertainly not for The
Courteeners’ own benefit. But while “one for the
fans” 1s embearrassing marketing rhetoric, the
sort of bollocks mobile phone companies spout
after blowing half their annual multi-platform
budget on getting some underwhelming
shitheap like White Lies to play in someone’s
living room, tonight genuinely feels like Liam
and co are giving something back.
Watching the four-piece squeeze onto the tiny
stage and instantly transform the room into
a front-to-back riet, it’s like being transported
back three years to when The Courteeners were
tearmg through Manchester’s mid-size stages
and few people south of Stockport had a clue
about it. Consequently, it’s tunes from their
debut album ‘St Jude’ that work best here -
‘Cavorting’ (Qasis getting gakked up with The
Smiths), ‘No You Didn't, No You Don't’ (Qasis
getting prssed up with The Simiths), ‘Not
Nineteen Forever’ (The Libs and Oas... oh, you
get the picture) predictably send the erowd into
a frenzy They also play a fair smattering of their
new songs - and the way the fans sing back the
heart-swelling words of ‘Sycophant’ and ‘The
Opener’ belies the fact they're not even released
for another five days — but tonight is like trying
to contain Faleon’ in a cheap pet shop birdeage.
The band already have designs on slaying
stadiums “We'll see you at Qld Trafford,” Liam
promuses, before closer ‘What Took You So
Long?’. And only a fool would bet against them;
it won’t be long beforc The Courteeners have
an entry of their own in the lazy music hack’s It was an, erm,

homecoming handbook. Rick Martin Fray-mendous
performance
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SiM Concerts present

primal scream

PRESENT

screamadelica live

SATURDAY 27 NOVEMBER

LONDON OLYMPIA

0870 903 9033

24nR C/C HOTLINE: 0871 2200 260 | BUY ONLINE: GIGSANDTOURS.COM
(MAXIMUM 6 TICKETS PEF PERSON)

TICKETS ON SALE: 9AM FRIDAY 26 FEBRUARY

An SIM Concens presentation by arangement with X-+ay

www_primalscream.nel | www.myspace.com/primalscream

KEEN

L |
PLUS SPECIAL GUESTS

WEDNESDAY « v 2010

08712200 260 / 003 TR TR
SATURDAY 1 JUNE 2010

020 7403 X531 7 D844 277 4321 / 0200 7464 T2 { 020 7734 892

BUT ONLINE: WWW.GIGSANDTOURS.COM / 'Ww'w TICKETMASTER COLK
WWW.TICKETLINE COUK / WwW.THETKKETFACTORY.COM
4R C/G HOTLINES: 0001 200 260 / D844 A DT / OBF1 24 4444 / (844 X35 2000
MATMUM b TICKETS FER APPLICANT
UNGER M MUST I AGETSP ANETD) IEF AN AIRL T

TEST CENTURY BREAXDOWHN OUT NOW

24hr cc hutline 0971 2200 260 www.gigvandroars.com: Exclonire [ive announcements and rmony booking
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SiM Coma cts preseat

§/M Concerss by arrangement wich ITB prescacs

TheCourteeners

plus special guests March 2010
F4 ¢4 Linceln Engina Shed *

-"-HE\[UHIP Js Liverpool University *
s o Nottingham Bock City *
DETROIT * 00 Bristol O, Academy *
SOCIAL el |
CLUB Extra dato addsc
Blackburn Kingg George’s Hall
Oxford Oy Academry
London 0p Brixton Academy
Sheffield Op Academy
Birmingham 0p Academy
Newecastle 0, Academy
Edinburgh Picture House *
Glasgow Oy Academy *
Fu 35 Leeds Og Acadenay *
Plsasa note thangs of dats  ariginal tioksta still velid
% %0 Huoll University

Buy online at wwww.gigsandtours.com | www.ticltatmaster.co.ulk  24hr co hotline 0871 2200 260 | 0844 828 2838
New single YOU OVERDID IT DOLL' out now taken from the new album ‘FALCON' released A2nd February www.thecourteenars.som

S COMCERTS & DF BY ARRANGEMENT WITH WHLLIAM MORRIS ENDEAUQR ENTERTAINMENT PRESENTS

S]M Corerms armangenment with Xoray protess
. IMMERSION TQUR

Bombay PENDULUM
Bicycle =it/

THU 20 EDINBURGH CORN EXCHANGE OB4L 4999 950
U FRI 21 BLACKPODL EMPRESS BALLROOM oa7t 2200 260
saT 22 DONCASTER DOME 0871 2200 260

TUE 25 oBRIGHTON CENTRE 0844 847 1515
WED 26 BIRMINGHAM 02 ACADEMY
FRI 28 LONDON WEMBLEY ARENA 0844 815 0815
SATURDAY 24TH APRIL SAT 29 CARDIFF INTERNATIONAL ARENA 029 2022 4488
SUN 30 PLYMOUTH PAVILIONS 0845 146 1660
0844 847 1678 moN 31 SWINOON OASIS CENTRE 01793 445 4

Buy online at gigsandtours.com | 24hr €€ hotline 6871 2200 260 ‘A COMPLETE AURAL ASSALKT.(NME}

. PHENOMENAL DOESNT EVEN COME CLOSE:»: )
TICKEPS ON SALE: 9.30AM FRIDAY 26 FEBRUARY B i et T
ub | www bombaybicytledubmusic.com

UR FIRST CHANCE TO SEE
¥ OENDULUM LIVE IN 2010
N
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&
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SiM Cancerts present

MAY 2010

w14 THE GREAT
ESCAPE FESTIVAL
BRIGHTON 01273 709 709

sar 15 WNVERHAMPTON
WULFRUN KHALL 0870 320 7000

mon 17 LEEDS MEY
UNIVERSITY 0113 244 4600

TUE 19 m
m 020 7403 3331
. weo 19 LIVERPOOL SOUNDQTY
>

PLUS GUESTS 0O, ACADEWY 0844 477 2000

EVERYTHING
EVERYTHING m n MANCHESTER

RITZ 0181 832 1111
y

4 TICKEYS ON SALE 9AM
FRIDAY 26TH FEBRUARY

BUY ONLINE @ GIGSANDTOURS.COM | 24HR O HOTLINE 0871 2200 260
THE ALBUM ASOLYTE OUT NOif]

MARCH

MONDAY 15 EXTRA DATE ADDED
NEWCGASTLE
NORTHUMBRIA UNIVERSITY
0181 233 0444

TUESDAY 16

EDINBURGH PICTURE HOUSE
0844 4589 980

WEDNESDAY 17

MANCHESTER ACADEMY

0161 &2 1111
THURSDAY 18

LEEDS 0. ACADEMY
0844 477 2000

CHUCX RAGAN BRISTOL 0, ACADEMEIsXEd

MONDAY 22
REASE MOTE YOANE URALLE O0E 1 1O 05 A

CIIRAL TIOGETS STEL W0
NORWICH UEA
01603 508 050
TUESDAY 23
PORTSMOUTH
PYRAMIDS CENTRE
9982 4355
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LONOCN ROUNDHOU EEKns

| SUNDAY 12 DECEMBER

LONDON BRIXTON
02 ACADEMY

0844 477 2000

TICKETS ON SALE: 9.00an FRIDAY 26 FEBRUARY
FRANK'S BRAND HEW LIVE DVD “TAKE 70 THE RGAD" (ALSO FEATURING A BOWUS CO} IS RELEASED ON XTRA MILE O MARCH 2240
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TINCHY STRYDER | DELA SOUL

THE FUTUREHEADS ELLIE GOULDING
FIELD MUSIC DANANANANAYKROYD
FRANKIE & THE HEARTSTRINGS | EVERYTHING EVERYTHING
TWENTY TWENTY | EGYPTIAN HIP HOP
NATALIEFINDLAY | MINNAARS
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NEW & UNSIGNED

WANT YOUR BAND MENTIONED IN NME? CALL 020 3148 2989
UNTT

1 F 'T E g, “Sharp, “The Musical “The EKACN... “Would’ve made
S H . real sharp” equivatent of It's mysterious, Peel proud”
SR - Rolling Stone Cristiano Ronaldo” danceable and - Uncut
- NME utteriy ace”
TRUTH - Artrocker

offers unsigned {
bands the

chance to pitch
themse
can survive Blaine

they’re ready
for anything...

HEY MAN, TAKE
DOWN THE SKIRTS
OF THIS PITCH...
Dan: *We're
Backwards Radio,
and we're one
Caribbean teen
prodigy, Bryan, and
one British guy, me. -
we're like Suicide meets Destiny’s Chitd.”?

WE'RE ON THE RIGHT PATH, LET"S KEEP ON
WALKING...

“] play guitar, he plays bass. Live, we have a little
Chinese girl who presses play on our backing track.
You Gan keep costs low with illegal immigrants.”

YOU'VE GOT A REAL ‘BOARDROOM BRAIN', BABY.
INFORMATISE ME VIS-A-VIS PRODUCT.

“We've a song called ‘Diamends’, a minimalist rock
epic about how we’re obisessed with girls but they
won't talk tous.”

THE GEEK DOLLAR IS HUGE THIS TAX YEAR. SO YOU
WANT TO BREAK INTO THE WANK BANK?

“Another song called ‘Get Down’ goes, “Beat beat
beat connection/I saw your dad with an erection”.
we're going for the pink pound too.”

New album “The Electric Kool-Aid Cuckoo Nest” available 22nd
February on CD + Digital Downioad. Featuring the singles "Best of
Me" and "l Understand"

GOOD BASE COVERAGE. WHAT'S YOUR NON-
COCKULAR EXPOSURE?

“we recently played a farmers’ market and people
threw frult at us. But we've been invited back
because the fruit stall owners sold foads that day.”

tour dates: -
Jailhouse - Hereford - 17th Feb 93 Feet East -~ London - 24th Feb
Ciub Strut - Darlington - 19th Feb  The Rainbow - Birmingham - 25th Feb
The Studio = Isle of Wight -2othFeb  Elbow Rooms - Leeds - 26th Feb
Cox's Yard - Stratford - 22nd Feb The Roadhouse -~ Manchester - 27th Feb
Barfly - Cardiff - 23th Feb Classic Grand - Glasgow - 28th Feb

GIVE ME & FIRST ALBUM PROJECTION.
“] think we couid seil 10 more than Hadouken!'s
atbum.™

TOTALLY GOODIES, MAN

WWW.MYSPACE.COM/BACKWARDSRADIOBAND

p1TCH YOUR BAND

tf you're in an unsigned band and fancy going
head-to-head with Blaine, emall fetters@nnre.
com with a link to your MySpace page plus

a contact emall and phone number amd the
subject line “A&R wanker™

5 — |gTagly BootLEGS \
WREight L e 0.0K RECORDS Myspace.cory/EightLeqs

hirmv.com

NME SAYS: Manic indie ney-do wells

WDRDS: MARTINRUEINSOM
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MARKETPLACE

KUSIC GROUP

ARE YOU READY FOR MAJOR SUCCESS?

Established management/promations firm seeks top calibre artists (both
successful and new) for representation. We have a senior leve global
contact base at major labsls, radio, TV and media.

Please call or email for an informal chat and advice.

9 Wimpole Street, London W1G 95R
Tei: 0207 291 1050
Email- redzonegroup@yahoo co.uk

Capturing A
the magic of sound ‘_"g AMG\'I'I

. Leeds . South Wales
. Bristol . London
. Hertiprdshire

t 020 8880 0717
e: Info@amalisiudios co.uk
www.amalisiudlos co.uk
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- '&"""m'“ Ll ™ 3 m Free Colour Catalogue 1

T o Call EREE on:
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| WANT TO SOUND LIKE...
FEVER RAY

_Zoe Sanderton, 18, Manchester:
“To write like Fever Ray, should |
‘concentrate on the songs or sounds?”

THE SOUND

Taking time out from heing one haff of
The Knife, Xarin Dreijer Andersson’s
first album under the moniker Fever
Ray wallows in delicious melancholy.
Efectronic sounds, with ‘real
instruments sprinkled over the top,
deliver tracks with an ethereal, flimic
quality - not surprising given Karin’s
tove of Jim sarmusch soundtracks.

THE GEAR

A decent cheap guitar, such as a
Yamaha Padifica, will be of some use to
you. However, If you're trylng to sound
{ike Fever Ray there's going to be no
way out of spending long hours ata
computer using programs and plog-ins
such as Ableton Live and MicroTonic,

IN THE STUDIO

Having written the songs and played
around with

programmed samples

and sounds for

THE TECHNIQUE

If you were o play the songs ona piano
they would be fairly straightforward
but lack the style you'd hear on record.
Karin believes how the songs are
treated really makes the difference.
For example, adding percussion for

2 couple of seconds can make a big
Impact. Ta see for yourself, pick a
Fever Ray song and note Jown every
detail, including speed, time signature,
what Instrurmentation Is used, where
and for how loniz, and then apply it to

2 song you've written. Now repeat the
process to another Fever Ray song -
you'll soon get the Idea about the
effect these things tan have.

BEST TRICK
The secret to making minimalist
music work s the attention to detail.
Getting the volurne, tone and dynamics
right is often the difference
between a great song and
% anaverageone,

months, Karin felt she -
couldn't take the . r
results any further, 50 )

employed the help of

VanRivers & The

Subliminal Kid, as well

as Christoffer Serg, to
finish off the tracks and
mix the saund. Karin
gives them a lot of credit
for making the digital
sounds more ‘analogue’,
giving a warmth and
fiumanity to
proceedings. If you
haven’t got access to
high-guality tape
machines, then you

can still work

towards this effect

on computer, either

by using specialist

tape simulators,
compression (in

basle terms, squashing the sound
so that it jumps out at you) and
EQ {equalisation).

NEXT WEEK:
The Specials

words by John Cailaghan from...

it__%
S _'g i
out now {

BAND SERVICES

| RECORDING STUDIOS

/47'—"\

WANTED! Tulcnted songwriters / musicians for
M K Top Production studio which has now moved to
\ _.’ Essex. With na Jess than 6 UK Nol hits to our
— Studias name. we are here for you We otler State-of-the-
Art Analog- Pro-Tools HD Amex technology set
in a quarter acre of rural Essex London standards. Essex prices. Call us now
for our new major discount studio rates. We want you to succeed. We can cater
for any genre. so il you ve jusi got a4 good ided lor a song or can play the lot we
look forward (o heunng irom you. Don’t worry, we have you covered. We have
also started a gwitar lesson night for kids and grown-ups on Wednesdiy
evenings 6pm ull 7pm and we also hold Pro tools and engincenng classes but
hurry, classes are almost full. And for all you artistes Lhat are signed 10 lubels
you can w1y yourselses u fortune, We have over 30years eapericnee with the
record induntey and have a major project with Rudio | underway, so we can

help in all ficld Just call us on 01268 726872 or 0779 2343058 now.

Mill Hill Music Gomplex

0208 996 9991 To
Londan NW?7 Ph{le BLACKMR""‘
Established 1970 H Ny i
Rehearsdls fram £3.50-£18 per be a dve rt I Se
i P and full Backing; HIGH END AUDIO
Recurdings Largeé hve rooins great MASTERING
drien sound dpple Mac G5 & Sourdiian A aop 11241 Bsacassin,
desk 31l froen £15-25 per hour here . St rkd
. D PA'S &[Bafckln & Wr hire ’ )
Aan Dealers for Fender, Inanez Laney
1 Mary more 31 great prces p h O n e LOW RUN CDIDVD
Storane availate — cupbcards b DUFLIC.AT\ON
Free § Q"R:)mg wnlla«lsnesrzr D V i ry ) Y
e Stangs, Dnimsiicks, Sol Drinks oas
L(Pm_uleslwl{larwi)lswmers eronlca kvp:\‘.ar. e
Check websiie for (ull dewils of affer:
10 Mintes from MIARE 0 n Studio Space Aralinble to Rant

6 munes walk from Ml Hill Gway
Thameslink, 20 mins by Ttall fmm
Kings {ross, Mo stairs & A g

www m lihHimus ¢ .L,o.uk

STATION STUDIOS

0203 148 St
2989

CHAT
TUITION

DATE CHAT
I VEN: 0871 908 3918
LEADING GAY: 0871 308 9944
VOCAL bty e ch rcorded SPraD.
BonaFideStudio COACH
recarding and rehesrsal studic 10 the famous
www.punk2opera.com
it | mgiern ) Tel: 020 8958 9323
programming - full preLction -

PJes - 1ghEnsal
Rucording from £12 50 ph Il snginesr
Rengarsals from 55 ph Incd bilana

HYDROPONICS

COUNTI

Wb GO A RAER I O.2 . Uk
Q20 7664 S350 or (20 7684 5251

Grow what you want, when you wornt.
Dortbuy & Grow itt

www.3CH CO.UK « Tel:01923 77-52-68

”“' ———
l R
- -— —Q-- -

RECORDS & CD FAIRS

BUY +-SELL - TRADE at MUSIC & VIDEO EXCHANGE
CDs - RECORDS + DVDs - VIDEOS - MEMORABILIA
36 - 42 Nottingh Hill Gate, Londen W11
75 & 95 Berwick S8t Soho, W1
23 Greenwich Church St. SE10. 208 Camden High St, NW1
8 Smalibrook Queensway, Birmingham BS
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THE UK'S BIGGEST GUIDE TO THE WEEK AHEAD Fdited by Ash Dosanjh

PICK OF THE

THE XX

WHERE: BRIGHTON KOMEDIA (MON), LONDON
02 SHEPHERDS BUSH EMPIRE {TUES)

The Londen trio and Elliott Schoo! altmni might have
downsized in number since the unpredictable
departure of Baria Qureshi, but their songs are as
emoticnally expansive as ever. indie punk with an
R&B twlst has never sounded so heartfelt.
WWW.NME.COM/artists/the-xx
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{ WHERE: GLASGOW GRAND OLE OPRY (THURS),

: ABERDEEN LEMON TREE (FRI), LANCASTER

i THE STOREY (SAT), SHEFFIELD HARLEY (SUN),

: BRIGHTON FREEBUTT {MON), OXFORD

¢ JERICHO TAVERN (TUES)

: The forefathers of their label Rock Action might be

. mortified that they have a “buzz band” on their hands,
but we can't wait te hear material from the Glasgow

. quartet’s forthcoming album ‘Come Dine With Me”.
WWW.NME.COM/artists/errors

| RADAR STARS
' THE CROOKES

| WHRPE: LONDON

EVERYONE’S TALKING
ABOUT

DUM DUM GIRLS

WHERE: LGNDON OLD BLUE LAST (WED),

LONDON BARDEN’S BOUDOIR (THURS), | | 220 (WED)

LONDON THE LEXINGTON (FRI), LONDON 1 Taking time off

THE RE?T IS5 I\iOISE {SAT}), LONDON MADAME A A% 2 signing on the dole, |
J0JO’S (TUES; —— : ' | recent graduates

Modern-day post-punk ‘ -l - from Sheffield Uni

starlets wntp an ear o & ’ - R PICK OF CLUB NME ; The Crookes look

for 1960s girf group 8 -2' ! set to steal your

harmanies, The Us P THE NEW WINE L T CEE e

outfit make a welcome ! with tales of World

visit to the UK te tour WHERE: LONDON K@&O trRI) ! war one prostitution

their forthcoming As part of an @ya Festival special Club NME tumsinto  { and indie pop

debut LP ‘I Will Be", | ascandinavian super shindig with The New Wine. { singalongs.

WWW.NME.COM/ . Support comes from Goldhawks and | Was A King. i WWW.NME.COM/artists/the creoles

artists/dum-dum-girls E WWW.NME.COM/clubmme

The xx are playing London O, Shepherd’s Bush Empire. O, customers get Priority Tickets to
London O, Shepherd’s Bush Empire. up to 48 hours before general release.

When Priority Tickets are gone, they’re gone. Terms apply. Just register at 02pri0rity.co_uk
Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com
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Codes Limellght 028 9032 5942
ERWINCHAW

Cugin (12 420 b 3 0870 771 2000 WA
ROU RENU TH

Lt L Mademy

Olie 2

E,m_"l!'
Europe 02 Acadery 0870 77t 2000 Wk
Kassldy Lousiana 0117 526 5578

Palar Bear Junction 2 01223 611511
[ N s, |
Bad For Lazarus Barfly

029 2066 7658 +16

Straight Lines Ciwh: for Bach

029 2023 2199

[ ——
Ar Olympia 00 3531 6793323

Holly Willlams Whelan's

003531 4759372

Nick Kelly Whelan's (Upstairs)
003531 4759372

| Op—

The Soft Pack Cabaret Voltane
0131220 6176

S0 50 Moder Sneaky Pete’s
01312251757

o

Fleld Muske Nice'n'Sleazy

0141 3339637

The Hussy's 13th Note Cafe
0141593 1638

sir Richard Blshop Stereo

0141576 5018

Tom McRae King Tut's Wah Wah Hut
0141221 5279

— -
First Ald Kit Brudenell Soual Club
01132435866

Japandroids Cockpit Room 3
01132441573

. .4

Anodes 02 Academy 2

OB70 771 2000 WA

Lady Gaga Echo Arena

0R44 8000 400

n — "
Alarelks Buli & Gate 020 7485 5353
Astrid Williamson Siaughtered
Lamb 020 8682 4080

Burma Guns/Euphoria AudiofJay
Le{ghton Dublin Castle 0207485 1773
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Lady Ga;
Arena, L|

, Echo
verposl

corinne Balley Rae 02 5h
Bush Empire 0B70 771 2000 WA
Cymbals Eat Gultars Hoxton Square
Bar & Kitchen 020 7613 0709

Dum Dum Girls Old Blue Last

G20 7013 2478

Eight Legs/The Wild Mercury
Sound 93 Feet East 020 7247 6095
Evy For The Kill Good Ship

0207372 2544

WILD BEASTS

D871 230 1094

LOS ANGELES

DN B AKX

31236614380

Flonn Regan UL 020 7664 2000
Florence Rawlings Bush Haft

020 8222 6355

Hackey KOKO 020 7388 3222

The Humans Scala 020 7833 2022
James Walsh/Arno Carstens
Halfmoon 020 8780 9383

Kaid) vatham Cargo 0207 7497340
The Lanely Tune Troubadour Club
2073701434

Mama’s Gun Jazz Café

020 7916 6060

Mastodon Roundhouse
02074827318

Needs Must Arts Club 020 7460 4459

4 AND ABOVE
GES
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=16 AND ABOVE
A
MDER 145 WITH AN ADULY

d 30KE?7

0207 7946058

Rugue States Barfly

0370907 0999 +14

Salnt Jude 100 Club 020 7634 6933
Slster Gracle/The Guns Of Pig
Alley/Lola The Clic/Cold Hands
Proud Gallenes 020 7482 3867
Sixstarhotel/Panama Kings/

The Lowly Knights Underbelly
0207 6533105

This Harmory Buffalo Bar

020 7359 6191

Tubelord Borderline 020 7734 5547

The Brothers Movement Night And
Day Cafe 0161 236 1822

Forgotten Angels Roadhouse
0161228 1789

Shearwater Ruby Lounge

0161834 1392

Wika 02 Academy 0870 77 2000 WA
 ———

Wot Chip UEA 01603 505401

Lau Arts Centre 01603 660352

| — -
chipmunk Rock City 02713 100D0C
The Heawy Bodega Social Club

08713 106000

Nick Harper Rescue Rooms

0115958 8484

The Rutherfords Maze

0115947 5650

Dead Like Harry Cetfars
08712301094

Los Campesinos!/Swanton Bombs
Wedgewood Roons 023 9286 3911
N
Eliza Doolitthe Oakford Social Club
0116 2553954

SHTTELY
Xlu 324 e lLwie 0114 775 2288
SUTHAMPTEN
Figheor Dk )i

- STOWE O TRENT
Netatrad 3 poir # 10T TH3)
I

2Wi9u.25612

BigelfLittle Civic 01902 552121
M“l Wulfrun Halt 019025‘32121

lmefmres Fibbers 01904 65 250 4

WEDNESDAY || THURSDAY

FEBRUARY 24

FEBRUARY 25

Tune into NME Radio as Jon Hillcock is

Joined by Kew York outfit Yeasayer for an
exclusive chat about new album*oddBlood R 2 = | O

Vyvienne Long Emgie Inn
028 9064 1410

e
Idlesync/Conquistadars/

Buick McKane The 0ld Wharf
0121440 3000

Kinn 02 Academy 3

0870771 2000 WA

Mika 02 Academy 0870 771 2000 WA
W — _
Invashen 60 Milfon Posteards
01202 292 697

The Dawn Choris/

The Hornblower Rrothers/

Glen Belt Komedta 01273 647100
The Heavy/ Love Zagreh Freehutt
01273 603974

Nik Kershaw Cancarde 2 01273 673311

S0 Many Dynamos Jam
(0871 230 1094

—— |
Remembet Fozzy Bear Louisiana
0117 926 5578
Wilder Start The Bus 0117 930 4370
Yeasayer Thekla 08712 100000
| —

Yoice Of The Seven Thunders

Portland Arms 61223 357268

=N

The Hotel Ambush Barfly

029 2066 7658 +14

Niu Xiu Arts Institute 871 230 1094
)

Garrison Finish/The Susan

Experiment/Hate Ashbury/

Gunshot Straight Barhouse

01245 356811

Straight Lines The Twist

01206 562453

e Seeg—" g 1
Finley Quaye The Pavilion

OD 35321 477 6228
L .
Slxstarhotel Mint D24 76226113
- = = ___¥ 1|
The Grunts Whelan's
0035314759372

Jesca Hoop Atademty 2

00 3531877 9999

Tindry Stryder Olympa
003531679333

Doll & The Kicks Cabaret Voltaire
D131 220 6176
[ & i W}
Sauna Youth Cavern Club

01392 495370

Glrls, Talking Heads,
Southampton

Hatcham Sodal Woles 01225 404445
e —.

[emm————— 11 ]
Codes RoisIn Dubh 00 35391 586546
| — o

Errors Grand Qfe Opry 014/ 429 5396
Rudi Zygadlo Stereo 0141 576 5018
50 50 Modern Captain s Rest
01413312722

US 6Irls 13th Note Cafe 0141553 1638
————— _

Courtney Pine Gulldhalf Arts Centre
04452 503050

] |

Fleld Muslc Brudenel| Socal Club
0113243 5366

The Soft Pack Cockpit Room 2
0113244 3446

The Solicitors New Rostoe
0113246 0778

Sylosls Rlos 0844 414 2182
T

Arms Of Atlas/Le Carla Sumo

0116 265 6536

These Monsters Firebug

(H16 255 1223
o T
The ABC Tub/The Straylings/
Chapter 24 Buffalg Bar 0207359 6191
A Genulne Freakshow/Our Lost
Infantry Bush Hal 020 8222 6956
Blgelf Underworld 020 7482 1932
Broadcast 2000/Alessi's Ark/

Dy The River/$tars OF Sunday
League Luminalre 0207372 7123
Eurning Condors/Klezma Villa
Nova/The Gaa Gaas/Yokozuna/
The Run Up Legian 020 7613 3012
casloklds Barfty 0870 907 0999 +14
Drawings/Grok/Bright Light City/
Dane Certificate Hope & Anchor
0207354 1312

Dum Dum Girls Barden’s Baudoir
0770 8656633

Holy Coves/The Beauchelleats
Wilde/instant Flight/
Barefootbeware Dublk: Castle
02074851773

Isa And The Flithy Yongues

93 Feet East 020 7247 6055
Jackdaw/Super Hans

Halfmoon 020 8780 9383

JLS Apollo 0870 606 3400

Kassidy Hoxton Square Bar & Kltchen
020 76130709

Klds Love Lies/Elephants/Leconic
The Rest Is Noise 20 7346 8521
Paul Weller/KT Tunstall/

d & The Makers dh
020 74327318
Larissa MicKay Troubadour Club
020 7370 1434

Lisa Mitchell Monto Water Rats
0207837 4412

Los Campesinos!/Swanton Bombs
KOKQ 0207388 3222

0lka Dot/Keston Cobblers Cluby/
Ruderalis Bull & Gate 020 7485 5358
overklll 02 IslIngton Academy

0870 771 2000 WA

Pere Ubu Garage 020 7607 1818
Rose Melberg/Withered Hand/
The Pines Cafe Ot 0871 2301094
Shearwater Scala 020 7833 2022
The Strange Beath Of Liberal
England Underbelly 0207 613 3105
The Strawbs Borderline
02077345547

Trail Bar Music Hall 920 7613 5951
Twisted Wheel/The 10:04s/The
Blue Vells Watershed 020 8540 0080
Ungdomskulen/The Good The Bad/
Yuk The Lexington 0207837 5387
White Rabhits ICA 020 7930 3647
The 29th Chapter Jazz Café

020 7916 6060

——

Glenn Tlibrook Club Academy
0161 832 1111

Guile/vhe Alpha Binding Theory
FAC 251 016127 27 251

Hippys On The HIII Attic
0161236 6071

Hockey Academy 2 0463 832 1114
Japandrokds Deaf Institute
0161 330 4019

The Kartell Night And Day Cafe
0161235 1822

Machine Head 02 Academy
OB70771 2000 WA
——

Fionn Regan/Danny & The
champlons Of The World

Arts Centre 01603 660352
Glggs Waterfront 01603 632717
 e—

Local Matives Rescue Rooms
0115958 8484 «14

Roger Clyne & The Peacernakers
Maze 0115 947 5650

Swimming Bodega Sodial Club
03713 10000¢

This City Rock City 08713 100000
L .
Reamonn 02 Academy 2

OR70 771 2000 WA
—-——

Bilty Waltan Band Cellars
0871230 1094

The Hype/The Jet Black Heights
Wedgewood Rooms 23 9286 3911
R

Tubelord Dakiord Social Club
0116 255 3956

Exlovers Plug 0114 276 7093
E———

Bad For Lazarus Hamptons Bar
07915253 508

Girls Talking Heads 023 8055 5999
Lulla Violet Joiners 023 8022 5612
—— .

Flrst Ald KIt Georgian Theatre
01642 674115
F—

Paul Young Horn 01727 353143
| —

The Argent Dawn The Furhace
01793534238

leepy Comer The
01793534238
This Town Needs Guns The Vic
01793535713

e

Chantel McGregor The Duchess
01504 64 413
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| ce—
Ervors Lemon Tree 01224 £42230
-y l

The Beat Kamedla 0845 293 8480
- >

Ajexda Rosetta Bar 078 9064 5297
Score Waterfront 028 9033 4455
-— -

Rearmonn 02 Acadeny 3
0B70 771 2000 WA

Our Lost Infantry Live Lounge
Q871 230 10594

Hadeuken! Old Fire Station
01202 503888
_—

Jon Allen Freebutt 01273 603574
Local Natives Concorde 2

01273 67330

Yeasayet Digtal 01273 202407
L .

Imeasion Start The Bus 0117 930 4370
Scarelt Rascal The Cooler

0117 945 0999

Seregon Lowsiana 0117 926 5973
S =, . ]}
To Catch A Thief Barfty

029 2066 7658

Lunar Youth/Young Vimls

Frog & Fiddle 01242 70156

[= |
Codes Cyprus Avenue

00 35321 4276165

Tinchy Stryder Savoy

00 35321 425 3000

— —

—
Eastflekd The Victona Inn
Q133274 G0 %1

Sean Webster Band Flowerpot
01332 204955
[N S
God Is An Astronaut Academy
00 3531877 9999

Grogve Armada Olympia

00 35316793323

20 Secorxts Ta Mars The 02
018198888

| ——
Johnny Flynn Cabaret Yoltaire
0131 220 6176

Prmcess Paviion 01326 211222
———EEES
Jesca Hoop Rolsin Dubh

00 35391 586540

Rl

The Corleones 02 ABC2

(141204 5151 WA

Cuddly Shark 13th Note Cafe
0141553 1638

Findlay Napier And The Bar Room
Mountaineers Stereo 0141576 5018
Hockey Oran Mor 0141 552 9224
Japandrolds King Tut's Wah Wah Hut
01412215279

Peter Andre 02 ABC 0870 90323444
Wwa

S —
Kate'Wahb Dedacc 1101483 440022
HIRCHIN

Pythia Fhh . 0 /(5 432767

Glds Bwars (1010 - 42651

‘Afebs

Blackout New Rostoe 0113246 0773
Eight Legs/The Red Pills Elbow
Rooms 0115 245 7011

Glgas Cockpit Room 2 0113 244 3446

Joy Orbison Faversham
01132458817

Kwarme D The Owl 0113 256 5242
Marseille Joseph's Well 0113 203 186}
shakinouts Royai Park Celfars
0113274 1758

Tall Uke Glants Cockpit Room 3
01132441573

Through Solace Fenton
01132453908

The Wang Uang Doodles Duck And
Drake 0113 246 5806

The Wik Effect The Library
0132440794

-

Little Night Terrors/Mag/Boy Kid
Cloud Surmo 0416 285 6536
e

Alexis Blue 02 Acadenmy 2

OB70771 2000 WA

The Indelkates/Bony Ghosts/Ragz
Zanzlbar 0151 707 1558
ddmmsyyyy/Mice Windmil}

020 867 G700

1NN Dublin Castle 020 74851773
Air Roundhouse 02074827318
AlessPs Ark Café Oto 0871 2301094
Damlen Hope & Anchor

Q207354 1312

THE SE'W \YINE +

O DSAAKS = 'WAS
KING

0207 388 222

Dum Dum Glris/A Grave With No
Name The Lexington 020 7837 5387
The Effect Havestock Anms

020 7586 247%

The Grand Majestic Underbelly
Q207 613 3405

Hot Chip 02 Brixton Academy
Q870 771 2000 WA

Jaya The Cat underworld

020 7482 1932

The Just Joans/Garlands/Horowltz
Buffalo Bar 020 7359 6191

Lady Gaga The 02 Arena

0870701 4444

Last Japan 93 Feet East

020 7247 6095

Los Pacaminos Halfmoon

020 8780:9383

Msedern Faces Legion 020 76133012
Pinch Rhythm Factory 020 7247 9386
Redtrack Barfly 0B70 507 0999
The Road Troubadour Club
0207370 §434

Something Simple Good Ship
02073722544

Swing out Sister Bush Hall

020 8222 6955

Thi bob & The Thil Ji
Consttution 0207387 4805
Umbrella Assassins 12 Bar Club
0207240 2622

Japandrolds,
King Tut's
Wah Wah
Hut, Glasg

Niu ¥iu Lurninaire 020 73727123
The Yardbirds 100 Club
02076360933

Chantel McGregor Academmy 3
0561332 135!

Fleld Music Islington MIft

0871 230 1094

Louls La Roche Roadhouse

0161 228 1789

The Stkks Night And Day Café
0F61 236 1822

Twisted Wheel/Young Rebel Set
FAC 251 016} 27 77 251

MEN Arts Centre 01603 660352

The Soft Pack Bodega Social Club
08713 100000

Flonn Regan Jericho Tavem
01845 314775

S0 Marny Dynamos/The Keyz
Butlingdon Arms 05845 244516
- —

The Predous 20 Met Lounge
01733 566500

mmmimoﬁonilnﬂigar
02392 779 839

chipmunk 53 Degrees

01772893 000

-——

The Pawnbroker/skyline Dossler
Rising Sun Arts Centre D18 986 6788
RN

Fever Season Joiners 023 8022 5612
Pretty Visltors Hamptons Bar
Q7919 253508
sITeRn
Wy bk Liea Girls Dor’t/Maus
Kiaro = ond o 0E <0 198
AR
Dad AlLIsde Yapu 18 LLred 1499]
ETamaNE 2
Rovers W (1777 853143
Napoleon In Rags The vic
01793 535713
The Screaming Gypsies The Furnace
01793 534738

- ———
Mexko Fallz The Forum
08712 777101

NS00
The Sunshine Getaway Escobar
01924 332000

—— - L3

James McCartney Fibbers
01904 651 250 +14

TURDAY
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——— - Reamonn Borderline 020 77345547
Fenech-Soler Warehouse Bolar Bolleroom 01483 440022 Rodeo Massacre/Vices/The
0844 847 2319 | — - Munroes/The Eyes In Heath Queen
There Will Be Fireworks/Llons. The Beat Corn Exchange of Hoxton 020 7422 0958
Chase, Tigers/Farewell Singapore 01462 434 3% Steve Lake 12 Bay Club
The Tunnets 01224 214121 o —ce—— 0207240 2622
| e——— The Monsters Club 8501462 432767 Swing Out Sister Bush Hall
Exlovers Moles 01225 404445 | — 0208222 6955
— A AW Brrors The Storey 0871 230 1094 Troubadour Rose Halfmoon
Hockey Spring & Alrbrake I s A it 020 8780 9383
028 9032 5968 Black Diamond Bay Fenton Undevdogs Good Ship 020 73722544
Jesca Hoop Speakeasy 0113245 3908 William W Diake/Zag & The
028 9027 3106 The Durbervilles The Owl Coloured Eearfs Soream Lounge
Kenmy Mathleson Stiff Kitten 0113256 5242 020 8867 0155
028 90238700 Equilibrium Primrose Bar -
TomBaxter Ulster Hall 01132 621368 Elght Legs Roadhouse 0161 228 1789
028 9032 3900 The Light Streams Adelpht Straight Lines Night And Day Cafe
01943 468615 0164 236 1822
Beth Nlelsen Chapman/Marass Lacal Mathees Brudenell Social Club Syd Bozko Academy 2 0161 332 1E11
Humman Town Halt 0121 605 6666 0113 243 5866 Tom McRae Club Academy
The Soft Pack/Banjo Ov Freakout Lordaeron The subtulture 0161 8321112
02 Acadeny 3 0870 771 2000 WA 01132450659
The New Mastersounds Wardrobe Elghth Wave D2 Academy 2
Xbut X1 Freebirtt 01273 603974 01132223434 0870 771 2000 WA
- The Pry s New Roscoe Euroge 02 Academy 0870 771 2000
Fly Honey Warehouse Loutsiana 01132460778 wa
0117926 5978 Rayne Rios 0E44 414 2182 | p—
Heatwave 02 Academy The Scaramanga SIx The Library Joe Camall & The Book Club Arts
0870 771 2000 WA 0113 2440794 Centre 01603 660352
Los Campesinos!/Swanton Bombs. Sound Of Sirens Cockpit Room 3 -
Thekla 08713 100000 01132441573 First Ald KIt 8odega Sockai Club
Pama International Start The Bus Sultans Of Ping FC Joseplys Well 0713 100000
0117 930 4370 6113 203 1861 —
I dd/mm/yyyy/Mlce Jencho Tavern
Sugarbeats Portland Arms Firellghts 02 Academy 2 01865 311775
01223 357268 0870 771 2000 WA Mr Fogg/Before | Explode/Speing
— ~— | — Dffensive Wheatsheaf 01865 721156
Cate Le Bon Cwh Ifor Bach Ballboy/shrag/Dorotea/allo | e—— .
029 2023 2199 Darin’/Standard Fare/Soda Jon Allen Ceilars 0B71 230 1094
- Fountaln Rag/Red Shoe Diartes 100 I —
Exit State/Stone Run/Nightvision Club 020 7636 0933 Invaslon Oakford Social Club
Bnickyard 0228 512220 Bertle Blackman Barfly 0116 255 3956
W 0870907 0999 L —
Viva Santana Fiowerpot Bukola Luminaire 020 7372 7123 Dead Like Marry Plug 0114 276 7043
01332 204955 Defeated Sanity Underworld The Holloways Leadmlll
B -—— 020 74821932 D14 221 2828
Jose Gonzalez Academy Dum Dum Glrls The Rest Is Noise Wilko Johnson Boardwalk
003531 8779999 020 7346 8521 0114 2755050
JLS The 02 01 819 8888 Emmy The Great Union Chapel ——
The 5aw Doctors Olympla 020 7226 1686 Danny Connors And The Ladders
00 35316793323 The Foxes Tormny Flynng Hamptons Bar 07919 293 508
‘Valerle Frands Whelan s 020 7609 7162 S0 Many Dynamaes Lt
00 35314759372 The French Horn Rebellion Proud 02380 225612
N Galleries 0207482 3867 Virtue Joiners 023 8022 5612
Shestarhotel Dexters 013R2 228894 The Glitches The Lexington A
l 02078375387 The Corporation Sugarmill
Peter Andre Pleture House Hot Chlp 02 Brixton Academy 01782 21499}
0844 847 1740 WA 08707712000 .
o —— ey Ignug/The Hidden Messages/ Vice Squad/DIrty Revolutlon/
Hewton Fasikeer Racisson Nean Highwire George Tavern The Bambi Killers/The Groundnuts
00 35312 136000 020 7790 1763 & Independents/sidekick Garage
" LadyGaga The 02 Arena 01792 475147
Futuristk Retro Champlons 13th 08707014444 . C— -
Note Cafe 0141553 1638 Langley Slsters/My Preserver Who Shot Who? The Furhace
Girls Stereo 041 576 5048 Buffalo Bar 0207359 6191 01793 §34238
Hayseed Dlxie 02 ABC Lot Lizards/Private Trousers The -
0870903 3444 WA Stag’s Head 020 7739 6741 A Word Like Attack Escobar
Heavens Basement Cathouse Lunar Youth Monarch 0871230 1094 01924 332000
0141 248 6606 Mark Moore/Herpes/Bleech Prassure 28 Snoaty Fox
Inside Qut 02 Acadenty 93 Feet East 020 7247 6095 01924 374455
0870 771 2000 WA Menace/The Legendary Too Drunk/ [N 0
Less Than Sober 02 ARC2 Spider Redundant Hope & Anchor Rikhmond Fontalne/Peter
01412045151 WA 020 7354 1312 Bruntnell Railway Inn
The Undertones King Tut’s Wah Wah Mugison Manto Water Rats 01942 867755
Hut G141 22t 5279 0207837 4412 } ¥ ———
Viga Thieves Admiral 0141 221 7705 My Device Arts Club 020 7460 4459 We Push Buttons/We The
30 Seconds To Mars SECC Noisettes Roundhouse Machines/The Origin The Orange
0141 248 3000 02074527318 Box 01604 239100 B
e No Tokyo/Red Star/ dke/Gif L _—
Preston Reed Gulldhall Arts Centre MIcHild Nime 5000AD Dublin Castle  The Hamsters The Duchess
01452 503050 020 7485 t773 01904 641 413
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SUNDAY

FEBRUARY 28

BELFAST
Chipmunk Spring & Airbrake
028 50325968
Mewton Faulkner Ulster Hall
0289032 3500
BIRMINGHAM
Futures 02 Acacdemy 3
OB70 771 2000 WA
Henry's Children/Young Runaways.
Hare And Hounds 0121 444 2081
ERIGHTON
Andreya Vriana Freebutt
0 273603974
EisTOL
Good Cop Bad Cop Loulsiana
Q1179265978
Lostprophets 02 Academy
0870 7712000 WA
CANTERBURY
Fionn Regan/Danny & The
Champlons 0f The World The
Farmhause 01277 456118
CARDFF
Syhosis Bars 0292066 658 +14
CARLISLE
Jon Amor/John Walte Brickyard
01228 512220
CORK
Declan ORourke Cyprus Avente
00 35321 427 6165
COVENTRY
Xiu Xlu Taylor Johs House
024 7655 9958
DERRY
ThaWeight Of Regret The Victoria
Inn 0133740091
DUELN
Hotkey Academy 00 3531 877 9990
Three 8lind Wolves Whelan's
00 3531 4759372

B2NHME 27Februaryzos0

|[EDLNBURGH
Tinchy Stryder Picture House
(1844 847 1740 WA
GLASGOW
Europe G2 ABC 0870 903 3944 wa
Fenegit-Soler King Tut's Wah Wah
Hut 014) 221 5279
Giggs 02 ABC2 0141 204 5151 Wk
GLOUCRSTER
Steve Knightley Guildhall Arts Centre
01452 503050
GUILDFORD
Jon Alten Goileroom 01483 440002
LEEDS
Our Lost Infantry Northern Monkey
G113 242 6630
Paul Liddell verve 0113 2442272
Sam Alrey Adelphi 01943 468615
The Spirlt of John Sandinista!
QL3 3050372
LIVERPODL
Bearfoot Beware ¢ “ova
0151 7087097
Tom McRae 02 Acaderny 2
0870 771 2000 W
LONDON
Agent Red Monto Water Rats
0207837 4412
Brotherly Cango 0207 745 7840
8/ Cole/Michael Messer Luminaire
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GIGS

BOOKING NOW

SHY CHILD ,,

The NYC mdle rockers hit the road with new material
fram atbum ‘Liquid Love".
NME.COM/artists/shy-child

CHRIS T-T

The Brighton-based socie-political troubadour heads out :
on tour in support of his new album ‘Love Is Not Rescure’. -

NME.COM/artists/chris-1-t

DARWIN DEH

Strokes soundalike only more cutesy, Darwin Deez heads
to these shores to support new single ‘Radar Detecter”.
NME.COM/artists/darwin-deez

'I'HE SPECIALS

The Coventry legends play the Shodkwaves NME Awards
Big Gig as part of the Teenage Cancer Trust concerts.

NME.COMW N /the speuals

FUCK BU'ITONS

The Bristol due head hack out on the road following the
release of their excelfent second athum ‘Tarot Sport’,
NME.COM/artists/fuck-butions

BIFFY CLYRO

The Shockwaves NME Awards nominees play 5 maésiﬁ
UK tour to support latest album ‘Only Revolutions’,

NME.COMyardsts/biffy-clyro

COCOROSIE '

In what will be their first UK show in aeons the American
duo play a rare and intimate show in the capital. i
NME. coM/arﬂsts/mca -rosie

DOUBLE DAGGER

Baltimove trio Double Dagger bring their sharp-ed#d
wall of noise to the UK to support hew album ‘Masks’.
NME. com/amsts/doubre»dagger

'I'HE CI-IARLATANS

Tim Burgess and co take their Brit-rock eﬁéemble out
on the road to play ‘Some Friendly” in its entirety.
NME.COM/artists/the-charfatans

up to 48 hours before general release. Just register at 02.co.uk/priority

O, customers can get Priority Tickets to thousands of gigs nationwide O
2

When Priority Tickets are gone, they're gone. Terms apply.

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com



http://magazinesdownload.com/

CROOKERS SHIRT
Italian production duo
Crookers have got shitloads

of mates - and they don't care

STUFF WE LOVE Edited by Leonic Cooper

T

who knows it. They've even

named their forthcoming

debut album “Tons Of Friends’
after getting close personal
chums Kefis, Soutwax, Rye Rye,

Miilee Snow and Roisin Murphy

to do a selection of guest spots
on it. Now it turns out that

they're also mates with NYC

clothing fabel Mighka, who've

made them this rather rowdy

biokes T-shirt. Popular guys.
Recervistere.ce.ak/Areakers

TERRY NILL

$0 SO MODERN BADGES

New Zealand mathpoppers So S0 Modem aren't just a dab
hand at making widdly clatter indie, but are also rather tidy
when it comes t a bit of home arafting: these wooden badges
have all been handmade by the band. There are four designs
available, the ‘S0 56" and “Modern” shown here, as well as
‘Crude and ‘Futures’, which, if you didn't know already, is the

name of their debut album Transgressivereconds.co.mk 6 V l S
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PIXSES USB WRISTBAND __
To celetwale 20 years since its release, last year the mighty Pixies played their
seminal ‘Doolittle’ album over four nights at London's Brixton Academy. The
shows were recorded and are now available on these natty USB wristbands.
Featuring tracks like 'Debaser’ and *Here Comes Your Man” in super high
quality MP3, they're roughly one million times better than having a warm pint
of cider chuiscked down your back. Deeli thelive.com

Let’s not beat around the bush,
we bloody love axe grinding
demi-goth genius Melissa
Auf der Maur, but
evidently not as much

as she koves her fans.

For her disturbingly
awesome comeback

‘Out Of Qur Minds’,

she’s flogging a super

set that contains a
fittingly treepry signed
graphic novel with
hookmark and postcard
aswellas aCDEPand
digitaf download, a gorgeous
7-inch picture disc and bivody
heart T-shirt.

: GIRLS FRISBEE

b ;  Currently gigging their sweet way aCross our green
= and pleasant land, San Francisco’s premier purveyors
of sunshine splattered guitar sounds have decided ONLINE STORE
o celebrate themsatves in a classic, time-honoured

tradition... by getting a Frishee with: thelr name slapped on it. And not just ary okl
Frishee either, this one's a professional job, approved by the rather intense sounding
\iltimate Players Association, MME.ORGN/STere

Find more magazines at .magazinesdownload.com
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Win an £850
and Merc clothes

ow inits fourth year, the
Red Stripe Music Award
is currcuty putting on

showcase gigs
the UK so that

bands can score slots at this summer’s
festivals, Sponsored by Fender and
Merec, the folkbehind the awards are

giving away a shiny new
Fender® Americ«n Special™
guitar along with £250 10

spend on Merc clothing. If you
visit www red iripe.net you can

find out more information on

the gigs. In the meantime, why
nothave a bash at scoring these

top prizes? To be inwith
achance of winning, correetly
answer this question:

Who won last year’s Red Stripe

Music Award?
To enter the competition.
80 to AME.COM/win*

across
emerging

THE NME CROSSWORD

|
a

WIN A BAG OF
NME SWAG

CLUES ACROSS

1+240 There's music from

MidJake with more daring stuff

hesides. But no Bravery from me

though, I'm afraid (3-7-2-6)

8 Seek arena to accommodate

a Chew Lips performance {5)

9+10A+290 “I met my love by the

¢as works wall/Dreamed a dreaim

?sy the ofd canat”, The Pogues
3-4

CLUES DOWN

2 Ho ho! Under funny fiew
arrangements made by The Dead
Weather (9)

g;:) Good Shoes won't race away
S {See 32 arressh

6 Joe __, US cauntry rock’n'roller
who often worked with The Clash

&)
7 Record label for Blur until

12 slnger who shows yau te your
seat before performing B

5)
13 “If you could your time,
would you change your life?”,
Stereaphanics {6}
16 No comeback for The Aphex
Twin {2)
17 Nelly goes into showbiz usually
for anumber (2-1)
18+304A They're not so big,
they're not really stars, they do
‘Adultery’ (6-8}
21%Ymbackinthe __, you don’t
know how fucky you are boy, hack
iInthe ___" The Beatles (1-1-1-2}
23 Supernatural beings get
together with imaginary beasts
on | Am Kigot album (4-3-8)
27 “He stole from the rich and the
poor, and the not-very-rich and
the very poor, and he stofe alf
___away", from MorTissey's
irst Of The Gang To Dle’ {6}
28 A bl of a crappy tune, this
Michael Jackson number (1-1-1)
30 (See 18 auross)
32+5D Neil Young fired this off,
but there was nio point to it (6-5)
34 (See 14 down)

35 They tried to ‘Steal My
Sunshine’, being half stolen
themselves (3)

36 Echio And The Bupnymen
recording to save (6)

PaabsaversrresannatanN i snabrarasnars

llowed up by Par ophone (4)
8 Dave . Bultarlst with
The Killers (7)
11 (See 20 down)
14+344 Both freezing and
burning, Elton John had a raging
temperature while doing this
album (3-2-4)
15 Not too sure about this Delphic
number (5)
193220 No apologies from The
Pigeon Detectives for this (2-3-5)

20+14D DNA and Suzanne Yega
madly stormed in with a number
{48)

22 {See 19 down)

24 (See 1 atross)

25 Shine in awitty way with

My Life Story (7)

26 Ites all round from one of
The Boo Radleys (4}

28 Sacred song needed to
complete album'____ 69" by
Ministry (5)

29 (See 9 across)

30 “Yoorwalkpasta___, hut you
don’t eat wnen you've lived too
loirg/0h, 110 110 110, youi're 4

rockcn'roll sufcide”, David Bowie

4)
31 inadditlon, Pink Floyd did
soundtrac't aibum to this movie

33 Any chance of Including an
Interpol number {1-1-1)

Pervar nTrEer resntensune

-Fender

COMPITED BY
Trevor Hungerford

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

JANUARY 30 ANSWERS

ACROSS

S Marfy 0f Horror, 9 wild Beasts, ¥ Hidden, 12 Last
Splash, 131 $py, 14 Sun, 16 Nine, 9 Glory Box, 24
Spark, 22¢Lil Panlc A1 The Disco, 251324 Gravel Plt,
24 Ralse, 27 Contra, 28430 Joy Grblson, 30 Nice,
31+7D Ma Rainey, 33 Fan.

DOWHN

4D Mowgli's Road, 2 Nilsson 4 Headiong, 5Rush
Hour, 15 Upper Room, 17 Elencre, 18 &radty, 20+84
Bitte Onca, 22 Please, 3 Client, 24 Hero, 28 Jet.
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PETER ROBINSON V55,

:

Revealed: Why
indie labels are

better than majors
and Rob’s S&M
porno flirtation

gllo, Rabhie. Canyou
remember the votable
categories you're up forin
the NME Awards?

“Er, Best New Band and
Best Track?’

€orrect! The latter award is for
‘Domings’, obviously.
“Dao you think we'll get those awards?”

I'd like to create the impression that |
have some sort of inside information
here Robhie, or even any sway, but |
have neither,

“Well, in your opinion do you think we
should get those awards?”

If you ask me, which you just did, Best
New Band should go to La Rotix and Best
Track is clearly ‘Bad Romance’ [cruelly
absent from the shortlist! - Awards Ed]

50 Pm afraid it's not looking good Robhie.
“We've lost out ot both. That's a shame.”

Well the voting public may
well feel differently, and
‘Dominos” has heen of a
sleeper hit, without belnga
proper hit single.

“Well, we had no
ezpectations of it doing
anything so the fact that it
just fell shortof the Top 20
for me was brilliant. We sold
80,000 copies! Yeah!”

Having said that, Rohbig, there wasa
point when it was on Xhox TV ads once
every three or four minutes...

“Well, it } ad already been out before
that, and the thing was that we gave it
away as a free download, so that could
have had an impact on it not going as
high as perhaps it could have done.”

When do you think your career will peak,
Ifit hasn’t already?

“Er... I don’t know. Tough one. Tm
looking forward to the next record. It’s
quite funny when you're writing music
for a while and then at somec point
someone goes, Right, there’s your first
album done then’, when really it’s just
the 12 best songs you have. So 1t’s quite
nice to go into writing the next record
as a complcte piece of work. Whether

it will be the peak of my career

I don't know but I hope we're on

an ascending, er, angle.”

66 NME 27rebroary20i0

“WEDIDN'T WANT A
MAJOR LABEL - THEY'RE
JUST A&R PRICKS YOU
HATE AND DESPISE™

That’s all anyone can hope for at this
stage, and {"m not saying It can’t get any
worse hecause of course yow've done
very well far yourselves, but it’s good to
have ambitions, If you're golng to get
steadily worse like most bands do,
what’s the paint?

“EXACTLY”

4AD Is ohviously a great label hut are you
with them because none of the majors
wanted tosign you?

“No, we wanted to go down the indie
route. We had the option of going down
the major route but while the major offer
was financially better... some of the
WORDS they use. ‘Bangers’ was one.
‘Give me one more slammer,’ they'll say.
Then you talk to 4AD, and they're just
really nice peeple who aren’t just A&R
pricks you hate and despise”

It’s time for you to tell me about your
recent brush with pornography.

“Well. We were in Osaka and Akiko
[Matsura, TBP’s live drummer] said she

wanted to take us to this bar called
Ganja Acid. It was just brilhant. It was a
tiny little room and we went right to the
back, then this quy started giving us
free booze... and there were pictures of
naked Japanese girls on the walls, Then
Aldko said, “My friend who's into S&M
is coming down, so that was fine, Then
he turned up with a bag full of rope,
candles and handeuffs and started tying
us up. Milo’s got his clothes off, Akike's
got her clothes off, suddenly I'm naked
and handcuffed. And THEN, this
professional photographer turns up and
starts documenting the whole thing.”

It sounds to me, Rebble, as if you might
have heen set up slightly. Alarm hells
start ringing at the ‘free booze’ point but
when it gets to the professional
photographer whe just happens tobe
passing you need to start asking some
serious questions,

“The worst thing about it was that we
actually had to PAY the photographer!
But about a month later a big wooden
box turned up at Milo’s house - he
unscrewed the thing and it was full

of prints of us with our clothes off.”

Find more magazines at www.magazinesdownload.com

Is it hard being you?
“It’s getting harder in that I don’t have a
second to do anything ever, and because
't losing track of who I really am..”

Is that not the drugs?
“Passibly, possibly, but 1 don't think

lindulge an+ more than anyone else.”

Are you a show-off?
“I think marbe I'm a hyper paranoid
egomaniac.. ”

My favourite kind of pop star!

“You get a surreal moment sometimes
when you don’t kmow what you're deing,
and you think, ‘T've written a bunch of
resally stupid sengs, now I'm jumping
around like an idict expecting people to
jump around with me””

‘Stupid songs hy an idiot who doesn’t
know what he’s doing”: if that'snot a
vote-winning slogan in the run-up to the
NME Awards | don’t know what is.
“Exactly!”

OBBIE’S
ONGWRITING
MASTERCLASS

A five-step guide to writinga
potentially NME Award-winning
pop tune.

1) “KEEP IT SIMPLE"

This is Robhie's first tip. it’s a good
tip. To make sure your songis simple
enough, find your most stupid friend
and ask them if they like it.

2} “GET A GREAT HOOK"”
A hook can go “fa ja fa” or “ooh ooh
oof” or “*dada da” or “ha ba ba”.

3} “HAVE A GREAT GUITAR LINE”
Rohble might be thinking about the
song, but another bonus of havinga
guitarist is that there’s always
someone to get in fights with when
yoiur're on tour, so this [s very
important,

4) ““GET SOME KILLER BEATS”

If you don't have proper drums In
your pop song people might think you
are easlly swayed and incapable of
senslble decision making, Always
include drums,

5} “DON'T OVERCOMPLICATE IT”
This is Robbie’s way of saying that he
doesn't have any other ideas about
how to write pop songs. It is a bit like
‘keep it simple’ but different {(not
that different).
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NEXT WEEK IN NME

What happened when...
Muse, Courtney Love, Lily Allen,
Arctic Monkeys, Jamie T, Kasabian,
Primal Scream, The Horrors, Blur, Friendly Fires,
The Specials, 1.a Roux, The Courteeners,
Marina & The Diamonds, The Mighty Boosh,
The Big Pink, Paul Weller

and a whole host of other stars got drunk together
\ ~atthe O2 Academy Brixton for a night?
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SOUVENIR ISSUE

DON’T MISS YOUR TO ALL OF THE ACTION
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