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LIGHTSPEED 
CHAMPION 
'Til I Die 

There are approximately 3,234,523 Beach Boys songs that 
fall into the ‘lost’ category, and "Til I Die’ is one of the finest. 
The original - off‘Surfs Up’ - is Brian Wilson at his spaciest, 
a simple lounge groove topped with all manner of organs and 
harmonies. Here, adding some hip-hop squelches to the mix, 

Dev Hynes has done a 
fine, fairly faithful version 
that shows off the angelic 
quality of his voice. The 
Beach Boys connections 
don’t end there: ‘Til I Die’ 
may be the lead track on 
the forthcoming‘Bye Bye’ 

The intricate, often 
wildly off kilter strings 
areapeijectfit 

EP, but of equal interest are the three other songs that have 
been arranged by the legendary Van Dyke Parks (who wrote 
the lyrics for‘Smile’). It’s a strange-but-beautiful marriage: the 
intricate, often wildly off-kilter strings (and human whistles 
and melódicas and all manner of other strange instruments) 
are a perfect fit for the eccentricities of‘Bye Bye Icarus’, ‘The 
Mess You’re In’ and ‘UnderwaterThere Is Nothing’ (the latter 
re-worked from the version on the last Lightspeed album). 
A worthy package, and hopefully not the last we will hear of 
this coupling. Hamish MacBain, Assistant Editor 
Exclusively on NAiE.COM/idogs now 

COLD WAR KIDS 
Royal Blue 
The first cut from their third album, 
‘Mine Is Yours’, sees the Kids get their 
funk back. The bass twangs so much, 
it’s like they’re using strings made from 
elastic bands, while there are handclaps 
and widescreen atmospherics too. 
The Cold War is far from over. 
Paul stokes, Associate Editor 
On Fromgotowhoa.com now 

LIFE IN FILM 
Sorry 
This is only their first single, but from 
the sound of it - sort of a super-
confident Maccabees with a stadium 
anthem sensibility - this London lot 
don’t have much growing left to do. The 
singer is also ridiculously good looking, 
if that sort of thing matters to you 
(which it should). Liam Cash, writer 
On MySpace.com/aHfeinfiIm now 

FIXERS 
Amsterdam 
There’s an art collective in Oxford 
called Blessing Force. It includes the 
likes of Chad Valley, Trophy Wife and 
the cosmic-minded Fixers, whose 
Animal Collcctivc-in-a-wind-tunnel 
noodling would make an ideal 
soundtrack next time you guzzle 
a saucepan full of Ayahuasca and 
indulge in some astral projection. 
Luke Lewis, Deputy Editor, NME.COM 
On MySpace.com/fixersthebancl now 

CHICKENHAWK 
Scorpieau 
Chickenhawk will swoop down and rip 
out your intestines through your nostrils 
with this opening track to new album 
‘Modern Bodies’. In doing so they join 
fellow Leeds four-piece Pulled Apart 
By Horses in the ‘spit in your face and 
scream in your throat' sweaty school 
of rock. Abby Tayleure, writer 
On chickenhawk.bandcamp.com now 

FLASHGUNS 
Come And See The Lights 
The closest thing we have to Fugazi 
right now show their melodic side with 
a soaring new single that’s almost 
Human League-ish. Almost. It’s all far 

too unhinged to actually be poised pop, 
and its pulverising climax will knock 
your fringe off. Keep an eye on this lot. 
Martin Robinson, Deputy Editor 
Watch the video on MySpace.com/ 
flashguns now 

ROBYN 
Indestructible (Electronic Version) 
First trailed acoustically on ‘Body Talk 
Pt 2’, ‘Indestructible’ was amazing all 
along. But this full-bleep version finds 
us all 4am, down the disco, glitter 
everywhere, hopelessly convincing 
ourselves that tonight’s conquest is The 
One That Lasts Forever. Doomed and 
amazing. Dan Martin, writer 
On hobyn.com now 

WALLS 
Gaberdine (Nathan Fake Long Mix) 
Walls’ self-titled debut offered a crisper 
soundbath than this year’s wash of 
anodyne chillwave. Now they’re releasing 
the graceful ‘Gaberdine’ as a five-track 
remix EP, including two versions by 
electronic tmnz/mè/WNathan Fake. This 
long mix adds heft and menace to the 
track, driving it down a much darker lane. 
Emily Mackay, Reviews Editor 
On Pitchfork.com now 

DEAD SKELETONS 
Dead Mantra 
This deviant blast comes down out of 
Iceland like an ash cloud straight from 
Beelzebub’s backside, beats lolloping 
like apocalyptic horses on the prowl 
under scuzz that makes the Big Pink 
sound like a Fisher-Price music box. 
Luke Turner, writer 
On MySpace.com/dodensplegel now 

GRUFF RHYS 
Shark Ridden Waters 
With Super Furry Animals ‘chillaxing’ 
for the foreseeable, it’s time for more 
Gruff solo stuff - this time without the 
help of a heavily-moustached Brazilian 
inventor. This album taster, with its 
skiffly lollop and cigar-fug trumpet, is 
just hypnotic enough to put us in a 
whirl-state where we forget we won’t be 
going mental to ‘Slow Life’ for a very 
long time. Jamie Fullerton, News Editor 
On gruffrhys.com now 
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UPFRONT 

THE SLITS’ ARI UP: RIP 
Last week we lost a seminal musical oddball in Ari Up. Emily Mackay remembers a post¬ 
punk legend and her band, who flattened the landscape for a generation of rebels 

There is an anti-canon of bands 
that are too widely known to be 
cult, but too weird to ever quite fit 
into the established pantheon. 
Bands that are passed to each 
generation like a secret handshake 
or dangerous secret. 

One of the most treasured of these is The Slits. John 
Lydon’s announcement last Thursday (October 20) of 
the death of his step-daughter Ari Up, just 48, “after a 
serious illness”, was keenly felt by anyone interested in 
feminism in music, post-punk and the intersection of 
reggae and dub with British guitar bands. Hell, anyone 
just interested in music and expression full stop. 
Born in Germany into a wealthy family, Arianna 

Forster was never, as the title of one of The Slits’ 
classic numbers has it, one of the ‘Typical Girls’. At a 
young age she hung out in the kind of reggae dance 
clubs that most grown punks would fear to tread. Her 
fearlessness extended into the strange clipped and 
yowling way she sang, the wild and exuberant way she 
performed and the completely batshit way she dressed. 
Speaking to NME, Slits bassist Tessa Pollitt 

describes Ari as, “a total rebellious soul. Such a 
compassionate person, the original wild child if you 
will. And a musical genius not really given the 
recognition in her lifetime.” 
The band were the biggest rebels on the infamous 

1977 White Riot tour, headlined by The Clash and 
featuring The Jam, Buzzcocks and Subway Sect. The 
world was not ready for defiant, scruffy, teenage girls 
with bird-nest hair, and in Ari’s case skintight leggings 
and silver knickers brazenly ‘celebrating’ the Queen’s 
Jubilee. The tour driver had to be bribed to let them 
on the bus every day. 
Tessa fondly recalls a moment captured on the a 
Ibum ‘Live At The Gibus Club’, in 1978. “At one 
point you can hear Ari talking to an over-zealous 
bouncer, she just shrieks, ‘WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING UP HERE, YOU ARSEHOLE? GO TO 
THE BOG AND HAVE A WANK!’ She was like 

MAIN 
EVENT 

In October 2009; 
The Slits play Electric 
Circus, Manchester, 
8 May 1977; the 
sleeve to The Slits’ 

“ARI CALLED 
ME BABY 

STRUMMER!” 
Last winter The Cribs invited 
their heroes, The Slits, to 
support them in Doncaster. 
The night was almost marred 
by pissed fans throwing stuff 
at the band, but Ryan and 
Gary Jarman and Ryan’s 
missus Kate Nash still found it 
an amazing experience 

RYAN JARMAN: 
“Watching Ari 

1 L J command a 
V / crowd was one of 

I -J the most 
inspirational 

things I’ve ever seen in my time 
in a band. The last thing she 
said to me before they left 
was that we had the real punk 
spirit and that I reminded her 
of Joe Strummer. I’m sure 
I will be telling that story for 
many years! Thanks Ari for 
that memory.” 

album ‘Trapped Animal’ last year. Ari was still 
defiantly hcrsclfin gold hotpants and hip-length 
rust-red dreadlocks, poking holes in the modern 
fempop diktat of raunchy empowerment. “I didn’t 
know it would come to this, where everything is like a 
factory” she said at the time. “Lady Gaga is dressed all 
crazy in these space age outfits, but she isn’t a rebel. I 

album ‘Cut’; below, 
The Slits’ NME 
covers on 7/10/78 
and 8/9/79 

¿Playslit 
Burn the 

ultimate Slits 
compilation 

“She was a totally rebellious 
soul, the original wild child?’ 
TESSA POLLITT, THE SLITS 

can see straight through her, she is 
business. Her sexuality is so trashy and 
cheap and she is just fucking about being 
vulgar. People think that is rebellion.” 
Of the circumstances of her death, Tessa 

confirmed that the singer had been 
diagnosed with cancer. “Ari didn’t want the 
group to tell anyone that she was ill,” she 

• Difficult Fun 
• Instant Hit 
• Earthbeat 

• Or What It Is? 
• Shoplifting 
• Liebe Und 
Romance 
• Ask Ma 

a three-year-old sometimes, screaming. In a road or in 
a shop, the attention immediately goes to Ari...” 
Ari was more than just flash and fire, though - the 

substance of The Slits’ music, as heard on sensational 
1979 debut album ‘Cut’, was a unique blend of punk 
with reggae rhythms, a wandering, loping, tribal, 
break from the “i, 2, 3, 4!” norm. Not only did their 
playful, thoughtful songs about female identity inform 
the riot grrrl movement, it found listeners in the glut 
of post-millennial bands drawing on the post-punk era 
such as The Cribs and Bloc Party. 
Most importantly, The Slits were fun. Where Essential 

Logic’s ‘Wonderful Offer’ or Gang Of Four’s ‘Damaged 
Goods’ muse seriously on the constraints of capitalism, 
Ari Up sticks up two fingers and gleefully shrieks, “DO 
A RUNNER!” on ‘Shoplifting’. Their second album, 
1981s ‘Return Of The Giant Slits’, ventured further into 
dubby, tribal sounds, moving beyond the girlish energy 
of their debut, but the band split soon after. 
Ari and Tessa returned with a new line-up and the 

explained, “and we didn’t realise how ill she was.” 
Though Ari is gone, she and The Slits will continue 

to be an inspiration for women who want something 
more from musical identity than stripper heels and a 
big chorus, and for men interested in the possibilities 
of rock outside the parameters. 
As Ari said, “The Slits 
have become — ' 
something beyond IFyfUWlk 
The Slits, bigger 
than life and our 
personalities. They 
have become very 
mythical... people 
need something like 
The Slits, even if it 
isn’t us. Every time we 
play, there is always a 
girl who says, ‘I am 

• I Heard It 
Through The 
Grapevine 

• Typical Girls 
• Number One 

Enemy 
• So Tough 

Tn 

'1 

going to start a group’”. 

GARY JARMAN: 

vä ̂ ‘1 “That n'ght ,eft 
11 L J an indelible mark 
Vz s. / on The Cribs for 

I various reasons. 
■ i cried like a baby 
at the end of The Slits’ set, 
partly out of disillusionment 
with some facets of our 
audience, but mostly because 
I was so moved and humbled by 
how The Slits carried 
themselves. We had a fun night 
hanging out with them 
backstage, I became a fawning 
fanboy, getting them to sign my 
‘In The Beginning’ LP. Ari 
referred to Ryan as “Baby Joe 
Strummer”, and she gave us all 
a hug and promised to return 
the favour with a gig together in 
London - sadly never to be.” 

IV|Ry3 KATE NASH: “The 
band fought back 

H I with their 
n performance. 

i— I had asimilar 
* *■"— ‘ experience in 

Germany, and I thought about 
Ari and The Slits. I was playing to 
a bunch of kids who gave me hell. 
I sang louder than ever, I felt the 
strength of those punk women 
who went through that 100 times 
over and never gave up.” 
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[uaklng an exhibition 
of himself: we’d make 
I a knob joke here but 
Keith’s already done it 

MIKE SKINNING 
UP AGAIN? 
Finally, we’ve found out why The 
Streets have been quiet for so long 

So now we know why Mike Skinner’s been off the 
radar recently: he got rid of his phone! 
The Streets man, who we had hoped would 

release his new ‘Computers And Blues’ album 
before 2010 ends, put up a blog at the-streets.co.uk explaining 
that he went without a phone for a year. “I do tend to ask 
people iff can use their phone a bit which feels quite 
hypocritical but it’s not that often,” he admitted. “It’s just 
really chilled. No buzzing, vibrating or bleeping.” 
It looks like life without ringing interruptions has paid 

off too - he also posted a video seemingly showcasing some 
new material he made in his studio, leading us to hope that 
his fifth and final Streets album is just around the corner. 
Name the payphone and time and we’ll give you a buzz 

for the lowdown, Mike. 

4 

NME 

<¿News 
^RouÑD-UP 

DANGEROUS 
DECISION 
The next 

collaboration for 
über-cred¡ble indie 
producer de jour 
Danger Mouse is 

with... U2. Despite 
previously alluding 

to have turned down 
many top names to 
do his own thing 

with the likes of The 
Shortwave Set, 

DM has worked on 
Bono and co’s next 
record, tentatively 
entitled ‘Songs 

Of Ascent’. Maybe 
he was impressed 

by those alien metal 
spider things they 
have at their gigs. 

You 
What? 

I 

PRODUCTIONS 

New band service launched 
News from NME Towers: 
we’re throwing our doors 
open to let bands inside for 
a new NME Productions 
service. The paid-for service 
is for bands and labels 
wanting to get acts in where 
they can use our facilities 
to have sessions, video 
interviews, electronic 
press kits, DVD extras 
and more made. Email 
nmeproductions@ipcmeclia. 
com for more info and prices. 

Everything Every 
enjoy the use 
JIME Tomrthcl 

k' 

“I just thought 
diamonds 

were cooler” 
What other reason 
does Kanye West 
need to replace the 
entire bottom row 
of his teeth with 
£1 million-worth 
of diamonds? 

KEEP UP 
THE IMAGE 
Photographs of The Rolling Stones’ 
guitarist’s earlier life set to go on show 
Keith Richards has always been a photogenic chap, even before he was Johnny 
Depp’s dad. Now, as well as having a new autobiography out, he’s also the subject of 
a new exhibition, Before They Make Me Run - Portraits Of Keith Richards 6} To ’yr. 
The exhibition of the Rolling Stone is running in San Francisco’s Art Exchange 
now, with a selection of the images also on show at London’s Proud Camden. But to 
save you a Transatlantic trip (or one to the Big Smoke) we’ve got the images online 
- head to NME.COM/photos now to peruse his pre-craggy face in all its glory. P
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“YOU TRYING TO 
GRAB MY C**T?” ■ 

Alice Glass has started Crystal Castles’ UK headline tour in her usual combative style -
but Ethan Kath insists, despite playing to thousands now, this is no normal ‘crossover’ 

Alice Glass, somewhat 
predictably, throws herself 
towards the crowd like a 
sacrificial loaf into a Bolshevik 
bread line, and gets torn this 
way and that. At one point 
tonight (October 19), she 

walks atop a carpet of arms, before barrelling back 
onto the stage, whereupon she snarls at one 
audience member: “Are you trying to grab my 
fucking cunt? Would you even have the balls?” 
This is not the kind of scene you usually see at 

the T,2jo-capacity O2 ABC Glasgow, where Robyn 
played the night before. But Crystal Castles’ 
appearance here is no aberration; the pair are 
taking their skull-drilling ró-bit synth-punk to 
venues this size all around the country. 
A flu-ridden Ethan Kath tells us it’s not such a big 

deal: “I don’t feel at all like we’re penetrating the 
mainstream. We don’t meet people that say they 

FRONT 
ROW 

saw us on TV or anything. It’s happening through 
an underground, word-of-mouth kind of thing. 
What is surprising is the size of the audience for 
what we do. We’re genuinely shocked about that, 
and humbled by it.” 
Supporting on this tour are LA’s equally 

digi-chaotic HEALTH, who Ethan and Alice 
handpicked to play “because we love them”. This 
tour is the realisation of a four-year-old plan for 
the two acts to hit the road together, though 
initial expectations were more modest. 
“We’ve known each other since the beginning,” 

says Ethan. “We had planned a basement tour of 
America in the summer of 2006, and we also did 
a split seven-inch together, which is where 
‘Crimewave’ came from. In the end, though, we 
only did one show together, so it’s been great 
getting to hang out every night on this tour.” 
The audience for what the two bands are doing 

has, of course, grown incrementally since then. It’s 

The 
^etlist 

• Fainting Spells 
• Baptism 

• Courtship Dating 
• Insectica 
• Doe Deer 

• Crimewave 
• Air War 

• Alice Practice 
• Black Panther 

• Celestica 
• Empathy 
• Reckless 

• Untrust Us 
• Intimate 
• Yes/No 

not just the club punks and underage 
hedonists at these shows, it’s an 
all-styles, all-ages cross-section that 
suggests the genre isn’t so niche. What’s 
remarkable is that, fleeting second-
album flirtations with melody aside, 
Crystal Castles haven’t compromised 
what they do by even an inch - the 
people have come to them, not the s 

other way around. And it looks like | 
it’s going to stay that way. S 
“People do seem to be participating 2 
more than ever, and we like that,” says § 
Ethan. “Whether the shows are small I 
or big, they always kind of end up being | 
a crazy, violent mess. They always get 8 
wild and out of control. But it’s not like Ë 
we’re suddenly going to start behaving S 
ourselves, just because the rooms arc § 
a little bit bigger.” * 
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Pieces (Dr (¿Me 

SEAN LENNON 
John and Yoko’s lad on going to gigs aged nine, 

occult cinema and the cleaning up of New York City 

My first gig 
THE CLASH AT RITZ BALLROOM, 
NEW YORK 
“The opener was Trio, they performed ‘Da 
Da Da’, with a giant projection of a chef being 
knifed in the neck. I’ll never forget the blood 
gushing down his white apron, I was only 
around nine years old. I probably shouldn’t 
have been there. Soon afterthat I saw Violent 
Femmes play Radio City Music Hall." 

The first song I fell 
in love with 
‘I ONLY HAVE EYES FOR YOU’ 
BY THE FLAMINGOS 
“My dad had ajukebox filled with 45s -all early 
rock’n’roll stuff like Elvis and Chuck Berry. This 
is the first song I remember being completely 
taken aback by. The keyboard still kills me.” 

My favourite lyric 
‘ALL YOU NEED IS LOVE’ 
BY THE BEATLES 
“My I ¡st of favou rite things changes fro m 
day to day. I like when my dad said: ‘There’s 
nothing you can know that isn 't known/Nothing 
you can see that isn 'tshown/Nowhere you 
can go that isn ’t where you ’re meant to be’. It 
seems to be a good representation of the sort 
of enlightenment that came out of the ’60s.” 

The book that changed me 
ADA BY VLADIMIR NABOKOV 
“I’m not sure if a book can actually change 
a person. I’m not even sure if people truly 
ever change. But I like this book very much. 
It’s about a drawn-out incestuous love affair 
between brother and sister, lt’sone of the 
most well-constructed pieces of art I’ve ever 
encountered. I also love The Picture Of Dorian 
Grayforthesame reason." 

My favourite painter 
HIERONYMUS BOSCH 
“He's probably my favorite painter, along with 
Dali, Schiele and Ernst." 

My style icon 
BUD CORT IN HAROLD AND MAUDE 
‘That movie has the best men's fashion of any 
film I’ve seen." 

Right now I love 
TUNE-YARDS 
“They just played a show I music directed, my 
mom’s Plastic Ono Band tribute concert in LA, 
along with Iggy Pop, Perry Farrell, Mike Watt, 
Nels Cline, Vincent Gallo, the RZA and Lady 
Gaga. They did acover of asongcalled ‘We’re 
All Water’ and were one of the highlights.” 

My cult hero 
KENNETH ANGER 
“Kenneth Anger is a cult and an occult hero. 
Thesountrack to Lucifer Rising is brilliant 

7 

r 

I 

■¿I® 

Theguy who made it, Bobby Beausoleil, 
recorded it while in prison for a murder that 
was indirectly connected with Manson - he 
recorded it after Jimmy Page was unable to. 
You can’t get any more ‘cult’ than that. Any 
film with Egyptian gods and aliens is cool.” 

Favouritefilm 
A CLOCKWORK ORANGE 
“It would either be this or La Planète Sauvage 
- a French cartoon with a soundtrack by Alain 
Goraguer. That’s my favourite film score.” 

Myfavourite place 
WASHINGTON SQUARE PARK, NY 
“They just cleaned it up, and found hundreds 
of skeletons buried in the ground from when 
they used to hang people there in the 1800s. 
When I was a kid it used to be riddled with 
needles and narcotics. But now, it’s the nicest 
place to go for a stroll on the weekend.” 

Clockwise from main pic 
the youngest Lennon 
himself; The Beatles 
bigging up the love In 
lots of languages; The 
Clash, performing live 
In 1980; The Hay-Cart 
painting by Hieronymus 
Bosch circa 1400; Bud 
Cort in a scene from 
Harold And Maude; 
the sleeve of Ada by 
Vladimir Nabokov; and 
The Flamingos’'! Only 
Have Eyes For You* 
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Jeans - UNCONDHTONAL 
Shirt - ASOS COLLECTION 

Baseball Jacket - ASOS COLLECTION 

LOOK THAT’LL TURN UEA DS, 
MODEL’S OWN. 

wuiw.asosfom/modelsoii’ii 

discover fashion online 
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Who's in the Red Room? 
Watch the show at 
virgin.com/redroom 
to find out... 

ï 

Plus exclusives from Tinashé, New Young reny Cl 
& Delilah featuring Sam Branson, including all the 

c celebrity gossip and backstage action vi 

NISSAN JUKE 

The online music show where you call the shots 

® facebook.com/virginredroom 
6 1witter.com/virginredroom 
@ virgin.com/redroom 
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him moonwalking past the control room window of his studio in 
Portland. Autumn recalls the night he took her to a dive bar in New 
York, stuck S40 in the jukebox and told her to put on any song she 
wanted to hear. Joanna Bolme laughs at the memory of the 
melodramatic pratfalls he would perform in public to shock strangers. 
But they all remember the dark times, too. 
Bolme, a longtime member of Quasi and bassist with Stephen 
Malkmus & Thejicks, met Elliott in 199t when he was gigging around 
Portland with his hardcore punk band, Heatmiser. Around the time 
he started recording his second - and arguably darkest — solo album 
in 1994, they began a relationship she describes as being “like a 
rollercoaster. It was very much on and off. Sometimes he was incredibly 
unhappy and sometimes he was the complete opposite, feeling good 
about himself. As long as he was working, that seemed to balance out 
the really depressive side of things. But, inevitably, it was bound to 
catch up with him.” 
The pair remained friends after splitting up, but when Elliott moved 

to New York in the late ’90s and began to get seriously involved in 
drugs, developing addictions to crack and heroin, Bolme made the 
difficult decision to cut him off. 
“He was always a heavy drinker,” she says, “but contrary to popular 

belief, he wasn’t really a drug user until around 1999. Up until that 
point, although he made lots of drug references in his songs, they were 
mostly metaphorical. They didn’t become literal until much later.” 

Elliott having a break from 
recording In Los Angeles 
In 2003, five months 
before his death 

» 

A 

gg^gOMER« 

NEEDLE IN 
iTHE HAY From 
l!l 'Elliott Smith’, 1995 

It would be years before Smith actually 
started using, but that hardly matters -
'Needle In The Hay’ is stOI one of the 
greatest heroin songs ever written. 
Humming with narcotic intensity and 
pitch-black humour You ought to be 
proud that I’m getting good mark? - it’s 
just a shame it became a self-fulfilling 
prophecy for its author. 

SwF PRETTY 
(UGLY BEFORE) 

_ AJ _ From ‘From A Basement 
On The Hili’, 2004, released 
as a single in 2003 
It’s important to stress that not every 
song Elliott Smith wrote was about 
dings or depression. There’s an 
undercurrent of sadness to this sweet 
song of self-acceptance, sure, but it 
comes from the suggestion that, after 
years of torment, he’d found some 
measure of happiness - “ I feel pretty, 
pretty enough for you/l feit so ugly 
before, I didn’t know what to dd’ -
and the fact that it wasn’t released 
until after his death. 

1995 
Elliott Smith’, his second 
solo album, is released on 
Kill Rock Stars. 

THE BARS 
From ‘Either/Or’, 1997 

A sly little song of seduction which casts a 
bottle of whiskey as the seducer and Elliott 
himself as the prey - " The people you've 
been before that you don’t want around 
any morefihat push andshove and won't 
bend to your will/illkeep them star. 
This is a great example of the hidden 
meanings and nuances in his words. You 
don’t have to read it that way, of course -
he was such a good lyricist, his songs can 
mean anything you want them to. 

WALTZ 02 (XO) 
From XO’, 1998 

SJe&J After signing to DreamWorks, 
Smith had more time and money at his 
disposal, and he put it to good use on the 
lush arrangements of ‘XO’ and ‘Figure IT. 
This song is a veritable knees-up by Smith 
standard, and while the lyrics are cryptic 
as hell, the melody is one of his strongest. 

BR MISS MISERY 
Featured on 'Good Will 

t Hunting OST’, 1999 
It may not have been his best song -
though it’s pretty darn special - but for 
the uninitiated, this is probably the best 
point of entry to the Elliott Smith oeuvre. 
Celine Dion’s bloody ffifan/csong may 
have beaten it to the Oscar, but somehow 
that only serves to solidify its greatness. 

Releases third album 
‘Either/Or’ and moves from 
Portland to Brooklyn. 
Shortly after the album’s 
release, he tries to kill 
himself by jumping from a 
cliff. His fall is miraculously 
broken by a tree. 

A 

A 

y 

y 

'Miss Misery’, as featured in ’ 
the movie Good Will Hunting, 
is nominated for an Oscar 
and Elliott performs the song 
in front of a TV audience of 
billions. Later that year, he 
signs a major label deal with 
DreamWorks and releases 
70’. The album goes on to 
sell 400,000 copies. 

2001 

Still drinking heavily,^ 
he begins to use crack ’ 
and heroin. Moves from 
Brooklyn to Silver Lake, 
Los Angeles. His cover 
of The Beatles' ‘Because’ 
features on the end credits 
of American Beauty. 

2< 
'Figure 8’, the last album he 
completed in his lifetime, is 
released. 

Begins recording a new V 
album with producer 
Jon Brion, but the sessions 
are scuppered when Brion 
confronts Smith about his 
substance abuse. He is 
reportedly smoking 
$1,500-worth of heroin 
and crack per day. 

2002 
Smith plays only three 
shows all year. One of 
them lasts an hour and 
sees him fail to complete 
a single song. He later 
enters rehab and 
successfully quits drugs. 
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Y “NOBODY LEARNS 1 
THAT MANY INSTRUMENTS, 
PRACTISES THAT HARD AND 
BECOMES SUCH A GREAT 
SONGWRITER WITHOUT A 
t LOT OF HARD WORK” ; 
k lARRYCRANEELUOTTS / 

PROOUŒRANDARCHMST/ 
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“The circumstances surrounding his death don’t sit well with 
me at all,” says Autumn De Wilde. “But there was only one other 
person there, so nobody will ever know. He wasn’t around the type 
of people where I could know for sure what would happen any more. 
He was surrounded by sycophants, so who knows what could have 
happened? He had talked about suicide for many years, but he was 
always such a chicken about getting hurt! And there had been times 
in the past where suicide seemed more likely. He didn’t have any 
drugs in his body that day -does that make him more or less likely 
to do something? I don’t know. I wasn’t there and we weren’t talking 
at that time, so, in a way, I felt like I had already said my goodbyes 
and I just hoped that maybe he would be OK someday. It’s hard 
to mourn for a friend like Elliott Smith, because there are always 
400 other people trying to prove how close they were to him, 
and you feel like an asshole talking about it. There are a lot of people 
out there who will talk about Elliott and how well they knew him 
in order to promote themselves, or to draw attention to their 
closeness to him.” 

L
isten to any Elliott Smith album, from the sparse, gaslit 
loneliness of‘Roman Candle’ to the Beatles-esque 
melancholic power-pop of ‘Figure 8’, and it’s hard not to 
feel like you somehow know the man intimately. His gift 
was being able to write impossibly dark and beautiful songs 

that speak to the Ferdinand The Bull in all of us. As Autumn De 
Wilde puts it: “You could spend all night arguing with somebody about 
how they hurt your feelings and Elliott could sum it all up in one line 
of one song. I felt like I should just hand people his songs, to express 

•f 

4 

I 

how I felt. I was so nervous when I first met him, because I felt like he 
understood so much about me, without ever knowing me at all.” 
The sad thing is that we never really knew him at all. Even when he 

was alive, Elliott Smith was always stressing that he was “more than 
just the depressed guy”. Now that he’s gone, it’s more important than 
ever that, like Kurt Cobain, his remarkable body of work be passed 
down to successive generations without the baggage of being the guy 
who hated himself and wanted to die. There was that side to him, sure. 
But there was a lot more, too. 
“First and foremost,” says Joanna Bolme, “he was a great songwriter, 
and he wrote great lyrics that spoke to a lot of people. And that should 
overshadow the druggy cartoon drunk imagery that people associate 
with him. He was an original - no matter how hard people try to sound 
like him, they always just sound like they’re trying to sound like him. 
It never sounds like Elliott.” 

NME.COM 
Get more on Elliott Smith, his music, his life and his legacy 
as an artist. NME.COM will have blogs, streamed tracks from 
the new compilation, and a host of archive material including 
video, reviews and more. Plus, you can head to NME.COM/ 
photos to check out our photo gallery tribute to the man 
himself. Then tune into NME Radio and NME TV this week 
for more on the cover star. 

30 October 2010 NME 25 
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This is not bad for a quietly spoken lad who, by his 
own admission, works on crappy equipment in his 
bedroom and was earning a living in a sex shop 
when opportunity knocked. 
A year ago Derwin was serving the dirty mac 

brigade their daily fix of 
scummy DVDs, contact 
mags, bottles of poppers 
and sex toys. But this 
kind of job suited him 
well as it allowed him to 
concentrate on making 
tunes. His knights in 
shining armour were 
Bloc Party, and their 
label Wichita, who had 
spotted a remix he’d 
done on his MySpace 
page, and thought he’d 
be ideal to rework 
‘Letter To My Son’. 
They tracked him down 
to the grumble grotto. 
And when he said, “Er, 
yes please!” Wichita 
added, “We like your 
stuff, can wc manage 
you?”. Derwin, as you’d 
imagine, said, “Yeah! 
Get me out of here!” 
When we say that 

we’ve always suspected 
that working in a sex 
shop is not that much 
fun, he agrees with us: 
“It’s not. Well, I think 
I enjoyed it in that it 
was easy and I always 
like jobs with no 
responsibility so I don’t 
have to worry about 
going to work. I only 
had to worry about 
making tracks. But it’s 
nice to move from one 
industry that’s been 
crippled by the internet 
to another.” 

Z^^^Jhat Gold 
w ■ Panda is still 
■ largely 
JL unknown is unsurprising: his rise to 

INDIE-MAND 
Gold Panda’s 
best remixes 

£ 
& 

TELEPATHE 
‘CHROME’S ON IT’ 
Ghostly glockenspiels 
and the spirit of Aphex 
Twin’s ‘Selected 
Ambient Works’ are 
brought to bear on the 
Brooklyn electro duo. 

THE FIELD 
‘I HAVE THE MOON, 
YOU HAVE THE 
INTERNET’ 
GP flips the mega¬ 
annoying sound of 
a needle that’s run out 
of groove into a beat, 
then lobs a load of 
chiming bells and 
aqueous synths on top. 

BLOC PARTY 
‘LETTER TO MY SON’ 
GP adds Hercules And 
Love Affair bongos and 
disco drums to this 
already-massive track, 
making it, well, even 
more massive. 

another commission from 
Caribou in the pipeline 
- demonstrate it was time 
well spent. 
Not all things in the GP 

world are as meticulously 
crafted; some are born of 
necessity. While he utilises 
a dusty crate of rare vinyl 
sourced from all over the 
world to “micro-sample” or 
build up a brand new track 
from a bunch of very short 
samples, he admits that 
going for a dubstep or 
bassline sound has never 
been an option: “I don’t 
own a big synth that can 
make a good bassline, so 
I’ve just shied away from 
the low end of things.” 
In the early days of 

playing live this was a 
distinct disadvantage: 
“Sometimes when I play 
live it goes down really 
badly. Say if you’re playing 
between Joker and Rustic, 
people are waiting for the 
basslinc to come in but 
it doesn’t. They’re waiting 
for the drop.” 
For those that get it, 
though, it goes off, as his 

recent US tour with HEALTH proved. He says: 
“HEALTH are really nice guys and, sonically, it’s 
pretty incredible what they’re doing with just a bunch 
of guitar pedals that most people own. They come up 
with new sounds and when I hear them, I’m like, 
‘How do they do that?’ Because I grew up in I.ondon 
and am more used to urban areas, I’m quite happy to 
be somewhere that’s quite desolate and in the middle 
of nowhere. So there’s this place Kalamazoo in 
Michigan and I guess they don’t get a lot of people 
coming through that often. It was incredible. The 
second I made a noise it just went off: the tits came 
out, the beers went up in the air. And you usually find 
those nice crowds a bit off the beaten track.” 
Whether Gold Panda stays off the beaten track 

following the release of‘Lucky Shiner’ remains to be 
seen. It could prove to be the crossover album of the 
year. Lucky, then, that Derwin has a good grounding, 
and an even better grandma to keep his feet firmly 

HEALTH 
‘BEFORE TIGERS’ 
So crammed full of 
micro-noise and 
attention to detail that 
it sounds like hundreds 
of insanely rhythmical 
mice have invaded the 
school instrument 
cupboard. 

LITTLE BOOTS 
‘EARTHQUAKE’ 
This is all about the 
swooping harmonies 
and skittering drum 
programming, which are 
woven into a deliciously 
sweet collage. And 
what’s that at the end? 
African chanting you 
say? Oh yes. 

prominence has been galloping and unexpected. He 
lived in the urban surrounds of Peckham, south 
London until he was 15, when his family upped sticks 
and relocated to leafy suburbia. Perhaps it was this 
move that facilitated his ability to straddle _ 
the worlds of indie and dance in the 
nonchalant fashion that he does. He says: MM J 
“I grew up listening to R&B, hip-hop and MU; 
reggae on Choice FM. Then when I moved 
to Chelmsford it was completely different. WEI 
It was Oasis, Blur, Pulp, Cast and Shed K^E 
Seven and I’d never heard this music before. 

rooted. As he explains: “The voice you hear on the 
track ‘Parents’, that’s actually my grandmother asking 
me to help her. She’s actually Lucky Shiner, that’s her 
name. I went out into the garden to record the 

I didn’t really connect with it.” 
What he did connect w-ith was a creaking sampler 
and a drum machine on which he’d spend hours 
relentlessly bashing away at beats and reworking old 
sounds, blissfully unaware that he would become the 
go-to guy for indie remixes a few years down the line. 
His recent great work on Tclcpathc’s ‘Chrome’s On It’ 
and Marina & The Diamonds’ ‘Obsessions’ - with 

ambient sound of the birds or whatever, but my 
grandma was out there in the garden and she kind of 
grabbed me and asked if I could help her with the 
wheelbarrow’ because she w’as having a tree cut down.” 
And that’s Gold Panda. Always w'illing, always in 
demand. He should grab his tranquil coffee breaks 
w’hile he can, because life is about to become as hectic 
as the streets that surround him. 

30 October 2010 NME JI 
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T
he Texan sky over Austin is 
bright blue and the temperature 
is pushing 90, but that doesn’t 
trouble the undead. Hovering 
just behind the hip-hop section 
of the End Of An Ear record 
shop is the figure of woman. 
She has an axe embedded in her 
skull and blood pours from a 

Victorian bonnet and over her face. Next 
to her stands a man in a dinner jacket, his 
left eye socket shattered into red oomska 
by a self-inflicted gunshot wound. 
On the other side of the room, Zola Jesus 

is not enjoying the launch gig for her 
‘Valusia’ EP. Her operatic voice is 
drowned out by the static and echo of a 
weak, wheezing PA. Infuriated, she picks 
up a stool and starts hammering it into 
the floor in time with the dark, heavy 
beat. It’s instantly captivating, and most 
of the audience - mctalhcads, tattooed 
girls and a guy in check shorts and sandals 
- erupts into applause. The goths, though, 
look unimpressed. One of them hands out 
fliers for Dolls From The Crypt, “Austin’s 
first and only horror dance troupe”. 
“I think it was a zombie walk,” laughs 

Zola Jesus, aka 21-year-old Nika Roza 
Danilova a few hours later, sitting outside 
a bail bond office before tonight’s gig in 
the heart of Austin’s downtown. “It’s a 
weird subculture when around Halloween 
people dress up like zombies and walk 
around the city. That was certainly more 
zombies than usual at one of my shows.” 

She says it with something of a rueful tone. This has been a great year for 
the diminutive and now blonde-haired 

singer. Building on her multitude of early 
EPs and collaborations, her ‘Stridulum IP 
album is an ornate, romantic counterpoint 
to the witch house of the tree-swinging 
Salem. Yet, despite the release of this 
US-only EP and new single ‘Poor 
Animal7‘I Can’t Stand’ continuing this 
inexorable rise, Danilova says that she’s 
currently undergoing something of “an 
identity crisis” thanks to articles that are 
“all ‘goth this, goth that, witchcraft, 
banshee, occult,’ all these terms”. She 
explains that, as she created Zola Jesus as 
a means of escape from her peers and to 
be “self-sufficient”, she had no need to join 
the limiting goth tribe. To have her 
character painted as their figurehead is 
a frustration that has, in part, led to 
‘Stridulum IT having more emphasis on 
melody and song than the discord and 
mordant noise of her early demos, or work 
with noise artists such as Burial Hex, LA 
Vampires or forthcoming Xiu Xiu 
collaboration Former Ghosts. “Ina sense 
‘Stridulum’ is me trying to break out,” she 
explains. “This is just what I sound like, I 
think that my pop songs arc really dorky. 
I love noise and industrial and 20th 

century avant-garde classical music, but 
I also love R&B, pop, soul, and funk, 
o me, my pop side is blatantly 
overpowering the other side - but 
people just want to forget it.” 
Stuck between the Devil and the deep 

blue sea, Danilova wishes that, on one 
hand, people would “reject the goth 
identity template” and, on the other, has 
found encounters with those who do read 
something darkly mystical into her music 
hard to deal with. “A guy bought my 
record. He had a wound on his face. He 
went across the room, sat on a 
couch, made it bleed and in 
a very occult way was 
rubbing blood on my 
record and looking at 
me while doing it. It 
was intense, I’m all 
for people who are 
really extreme, but 
when it’s geared 
towards you...” 
So, is Zolajcsus 
more than a creation 
that toys with dark 
imagery and sounds, the 
musical equivalent of 
skeleton masks and plastic 
pumpkins in Austin’s Halloween-
stocked shops? She certainly has no truck 
with the latter: “Halloween is a staple of 
American life because it’s using commerce 
to rationalise our fear of death, or fear of 
accepting who you are.” More than a fan 
bleeding over her record, the fancy dress 
goths who showed up at her instore, a 
Twilight fan or someone fiddling with 
Ouija boards, Danilova understands that 
you don’t need to go into the woods to 
uncover the unsettling, or a sense of 
dread. It’s right in front of you, in the 
everyday world. 
“I just never want to close myself to 
anything that could be really powerful, 
and that goes for a lot of things. I have a 
very inquisitive mind,” Danilova explains. 
What’s more, she’s prepared to force 
herself down some dark paths to satisfy 
that. “People don’t like to talk about the 
fact that snuff films exist and they make 
you afraid to be interested in them. But 
they’re out there and you’ve got to be 
ready for it. I feel like, when the 
revolution happens, there arc people that 
are strong and people that are weak, and if 
you’re weak you’re going to die. I’m 
curious because I want to be conditioned.” 
You think some form of apocalypse is 

going to happen to America? 
“There’s a denial. People don’t want to 

talk about these things, they just want to 
make it into a cartoon. But it’s not a 
cartoon, this is going to happen. Look at 
this (gesturing across the road to a parking lot 
and boarded-up shop), it’s bleak and brutal as 
it is. Who knows, this could be it? And if 

it is, we’ve really got to get started on 
strengthening up. 
“I put myself through things that are 
way more difficult than they have to be 
just because I want to prove to myself that 
I can do it,” she says of the bootcamp 
regime she imposes on her psyche. “I feel 
like I don’t deserve to feel comfortable or 
to take the easy way, so I get obsessive 
about that and it becomes a habit. I’m 
going to sleep on the floor even though I 
have a bed, or I’m going to sleep outside 
even though I have a house. If you keep 

doing those things it can get 
quite destructive. It’s like 

creating a personal ritual, 
or self-martyrdom, 
which I don’t think is 
very healthy.” 

Is Nika Roza 
Danilova martyring 
herself to Zola 
Jesus? “Yes. 
Sometimes I feel 
like a slave to the 
world. Sometimes 

I wake up and think, 
‘Oh my God, holy shit, 

I woke up, I’m alive.’ 
I have to prove to the world 

that I want to be here, or else 
I might not be here tomorrow. I’m a little 
person, I’m fragile, I can’t believe I haven’t 
died yet. Zola Jesus is my way of doing 
things so that I feel like I’m trying to 
contribute something, that I have a 
purpose. That’s why I’m so aggressive and 
that’s why I take it so seriously. It really 
is everything in my body.” 

Two hours later, playing songs that, live, seem to be even more imbued 
with pop than they do on record, 

Nika Roza Danilova does give everything 
in her body to Zola Jesus. She doesn’t 
stomp like a goth, but prowls the stage 
and moves in time with her music like a 
dancer in a Gaga video, her voice ringing 
clear. There’ll be no spells done or boards 
spun to work out exactly where Danilova 
lets Zolajcsus take her next. Perhaps 
those many hues that all make up the 
colour black will come bursting forth -
after all, she insists she wants to make an 
R&B record, and considers Janelle Monáe 
a contemporary. Perhaps, like Siouxsie 
Sioux, she’ll end up being a goth-defying 
pop colossus, bringing some much-needed 
darkness into the mainstream. But, for 
now, in this black Texas night, that 
doesn’t matter. Red 7, with its football 
banner proclaiming it to be “Home Of 
The Hooligans”, sport blaring out of the 
TV and a crowd standing amidst pool and 
air hockey tables, is a humdrum venue. 
But such is the power of Zolajcsus’ music 
that all this seems to vanish into thin air... 
which is some black magic indeed. 

FIVE SPOOKY 
BANDS TO 
LISTEN TO THIS 
HALLOWEEN 
GRAVEDIGGAZ 

Hip-hop loves its 
fads, and the 
short-lived 
gruesome 
horrorcore 
movement was 

one of the finest. Featuring the 
Wu-Tang's RZA and Prince 
Paul, Gravediggaz rapped 
about chewing their arms 
off and killing themselves in 
all manner of trippy ways. 

THROBBING GRISTLE 
During the 

1 extremes of the 
1 1970s avant-
I garde art scene, 

fl TG wrote songs 
—I about the Moors 

Murderers, used noise as a 
brutal weapon to evict squatters 
and performed a gig in a public 
school that sent the pupils mad. 

SCREAMING JAY HAWKINS ■ Apparently when 
Jay was released 
from a POW 
camp at the end 
of World War 
Two he got his 

revenge on his Japanese captor 
by blowing his head off with 
a hand grenade. He also used 
to dress a bit like Dracula, 
which, come on, is pretty 
spooky in itself. 

SALEM 
■ Dark overlords 
|^ of the drag 
? , scene, Salem’s 
M cauldron of juke, 

hip-hop, noise 
■ and occult 

references is out-darked only by 
their real-life existence as 
drug-guzzling rent boys. 

ESBEN AND THE WITCH 
Witch by name 
but not by 
nature, label 

the

'Zi trio goth'at 
11 ¿faLjUXj your peril. 
Not that they’ll track you down 
and kill you as you sleep. 
They’ll probably just write 
another song about suicide 
and skeletal romance. 
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“Wien it came to interviewing Sir Paul McCartney about the reissue of 
t^Wings91973 classic album ‘Band On the Run9, we turned to superfan 
_ TomMeighañofKasabian. Hamish MacBain listened in 

á 

c eeting him for the first time is almost 
exactly how you expect it to be. As he ■ ?

ly I bree2ek in, “doo-do!”-ing into the lounge 
' H ’ H room on the third floor of his Soho 
^^■^^■^Squareoffices in central London, 
^prompted by our introduction, he’s immediately 
ï off with an irresistible anecdote. 
■N “NMEf eh?^he smileSi-^We once did a Ouija 
♦ board thing when we were kids, it was just me, 

Geoige..._and (super-casually) John, I think. You 
W’ever done a Ouija board?””* NMD 
I Everyone in the room — eight or so people — 
^►shakes their.head,*just as you’d expect of those 
$ who are anxious to find out what happened when 
^The Fab Four minus one connected with the spirit 
¡world. Please^Sir Paul McCartney, continue... 

^^^^So we weren’t really into all that, but somebody 
T^jjust said, ‘Let’s do it.’ So we’re touching the glass, 

you know, saying ‘OK, nobody push it, OK?’ So 
^then, suddenly... whoa, it’s moving! Now, my mum 
had died a couple of years before and it says, 
‘Congratulations... Son...’ And we’re going, ‘NO!’ 
‘Congratulations... Son... Number One... In 
NMEV And so we were all, ‘Oh, fuck off! There’s 
no way she would know what NME was’. And 
there’s George, you know (makes cackling noises). 
He’d been pushing it all the time! (Puts on scalding 
parent voicê) Bad boy!” 

_ Everyone in the room breathes once more - not 
yB least the other musician sat a foot away from Paul. 
■■toHis name is Tom Meighan, and he is nervous. He 
, ârrived half an hour before Macea and has been 

going though bits of paper. Ostensibly, you see, we 
" are here to observe Kasabian’s mouthpiece quiz 

McCartney about the reissue of one of his pivotal 
to post-Beatles albums, Wings’ ‘Band On The Run*. 

Released in December 1973, with critical opinion 
not particularly in his favour and two members of 
his band (guitarist Henry McCullough and 
drummer Denny Seiwell) doing one mere hours 
before recording was scheduled to commence, it 
was - in Macca’s words today - his “I’ll show you” 
record. Tom is a big fan: “It just reminds me of 
Sunday mornings, you know - this horrible little 
stereo which we played cassettes on in the ’80s: 
this terrible, awful stereo. Just ‘Band On The Run’ 
and ‘Jet’ and, you know, ‘Bluebird’, that’s what I 
grew up with so it has amazing memories.” 
Paul, for his part, is aware of Kasabian. He’s 

crossed paths with Jay Mehler, their live second 
guitarist, who this year had triplets - triplets! -
with Ringo’s daughter, Lee. More so, though, he 
makes an effort “if there’s a band coming up, to 
check them out and see what’s going on.” He also 
enthuses about Kings Of Leon and Plan B, and 
says generally: “You get people going, ‘Oh, it’s not 
like it was in my day.’ I say, ‘No, it isn’t like it was, 
it’s different. And actually, some of it’s better.’” 
The pair move to the sofa. 
“So this is the start of your interview career!” 
says McCartney. 
“Yeah!” smiles Tom. 
Paul: “(Adopting newscaster voice)... and then he 

went on to become bigger than Parkinson...” 
Tom: “Bigger! I could do it, couldn’t I?” 
Paul: “Easy!” 
Well then, Mr Meighan: let’s see what you’ve got, 

shall we? 

Tom: “Rolling Stone describe ‘Band On The Run’ as ‘the finest release by any of the 
four musicians that was called The 
Beatles’. Do you agree with that?” 

Paul: “Well, I’ll have it because, you know, if 
they’re going to say ‘finest album’ and include me 

in the sentence I’ll go along with that! We were 
trying to figure out where we were going, we 
made a couple of albums and we played around a 
bit, but with ‘Band On The Run’ it suddenly felt 
like we’d got it, you know?” 

Tom: “And you decided to go to Nigeria to 
make it. Why Nigeria?” 
Paul: “Around about that time people were 
starting to branch out. Until then we’d all 
recorded in just the recording studio that our 
label had put us in, so we were in Abbey Road all 
the time, but this was now after The Beatles and 
we were thinking of slightly exotic locations to 
record. It was ’round about then the Stones were 
doing the south of France - for other reasons 
- but people were moving around a bit, so I just 
said it would be quite good to go somewhere else. 
I got a list of EMI studios and they had millions of 
studios around the world and one of them was in 
Lagos. And I just went, ‘Ah! Lagos, wow, Africa’, 
because I love African music, just the rhythms 
and everything, the kind of thing that Paul Simon 
had used later...” 
Tom “Yeah, with ‘Graceland’...” 
Paul: “Right. I just love all that sound, I was 

quite into all that so I just thought that could be 
great, you know, if they’ve got a studio down there 
it’s probably quite cool.” 

Tom: “Didn’t you get mugged out there, 
though? At knifepoint or something?” 
Paul: “Yeah. We’d been to one of my mates’ 
houses, had dinner, feeling great, so it was just 
Linda and I, and we were then going to go home 
to our little place they’d rented for us, and we said, 
‘Oh, let’s walk.’ So we were walking along and it 
was quite - you know, it was quite sort of in the 
jungle, it was a road but it was not in a big «
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REVIEWS 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
APPARAT: DJ KICKS !K7 

!K7’s justly celebrated ‘DJ Kicks’ series 

I 1 and Berlin musician Apparat, aka Sasha 

Grey, haveenjoyedsimilarcareerarcs 
ihaíi'i to date. They’ve both gone from from 

roots in floor-ready house and techno to productions 

of a much more introspective hue. In this suavely 

sculpted latest instalment the two go together 

like whisky and water, Grey dipping tracks from 

luminaries like Burial and FourTet, Joy Orbison 

and Pantha Du Prince in midnight ebbs of gossamer 

synth and strings. Like an invite to a rave under 

warm bed linen, Grey’s spun-silk mix can be 

considered a must-have for scene buffs and — 

curious dream-poppers alike. Alex Denney / 
DOWNLOAD: Pantha Du Prince - ‘Welt Am Draht’ 

ffjES lb 
q}\AMES... 
What's the 

reviewers are 
doing this week 

« 

THE THERMALS 
PERSONAL LIFE KILL ROCK STARS 

What made early Thermals records 

I* I such good fun was the way the Portland 

U- Bl trio hurtled through their songs, racing 

fcXÄ themselves to the finish as if the studio 

floor was littered with hot coals. Where the 

intervening years have tempered that haste, this 

fifth album offers compensation in the form of their 

sharpest, most precise set to date. Hutch Harris’ 

unmistakable, commanding voice remains the 
centrifugal force withinthis ‘Personal Life’, tempting 

us from the get-go with promises like “I’m gonna 

change yourlife/l'm gonna leave my mark” that 

suggest getting intimate with the buggers might — 

be tricky to resist. Tom Edwards / 
DOWNLOAD: ‘I Don’t Believe You’ 

JOHN MCDONNELL 

“This week I’ve been 

watching my boozy 

flatmate watch 

low-budget cooking 

programmes on 

his laptop.” 

TA 

KOEN HOLTKAMP 
GRAVITY/BEES THRILL JOCKEY 

<1. >r Evensomethingasapparentlytrendless 

as experimental drone is not immune 

tothewaxandwaneof fashion. In 

fact, at present a certain meditative, 
hammocks-and-hemp-sandals vibe, prompted by 

the rediscovery of electronic krautrock and 70s new 

age records, is very firmly in the ascendant. Here, 

Holtkamp - one half of notable Brooklyn psychedelic 

explorers Mountain- contributes to the mood with a 

record of two weighty concept-beari ngsides.Oneis 

all about zero gravity, and the other takes bees as its 

subject matter. The blissful synthscapes contained 

within eschew the genre’s more embarrassing 

hallmarks - thankfully, there’s no panpipes to be 

found here - although when Holtkamp piles on 

thefuzz guitar on thesecond side, it kinda blows ✓ 
the mood, maaan. Louis Pattison O 

DOWNLOAD: You can’t section the drone, dude 

LUKE TURNER 

“I have been involved 

in a battle of wardrobe 

one-upmanship with 

Brett Anderson from 

Suede. Brett so liked 

my suit earlier this 

month that, when 

I interviewed him for 

NME this week, he put 

on his best jacket." 

DEVLIN 
BUD, SWEAT & BEERS island 

By going for the Dizzee dollar, the grime MC loses his 
rough’n’brutal edge and settles for blandness 

N 

Devlin, the young 
Dagenham grime MC 
with a name that 
sounds like a brand of 
vacuum cleaner, first 
gained prominence 
hosting sets on pirate 
radio station Rinse FM 
as a ij-year-old. Back 

BARN OWL 
ANCESTRAL STAR THRILL JOCKEY 

B There’s something darkly ponderous 

about this San Fran duo’s third effort -

in fact, the record sounds like the 

scariest Catholic mass you’ve never 

LUKE LEWIS 

“I’ve been listening to 

the new Lykke Li single 

on repeat and tryingto 

decide whether I’m 

enough of a nerd to go 

to the Twin Peaks 

festival.” 

then his quick-fire cadence and compellingly 
brutal tales of council estate depravity were 
evocative of Dizzee Rascal (before he turned 
into a Butlins entertainer). 
Listening to the 2i-year-old’s major label 

debut, it is clear that something has gone awry. 
His delivery on almost every song is laboured 
and morbidly languid; he’s beginning to sound, 
dare I say it, a bit doltish. 
You can’t blame Devlin completely, though. 

been to. A relentlessly ominous thrum, clanging 

metals, eerie choral voices, sawing violin and 

does-what-it-says titles such as ‘Cavern Hymn’, 

‘Visions In Dust’ and ‘Night’s Shroud’ conjure up 

the enduring image of the biggest fucking thurible 

a priest ever did swing in God-fearing fury. Even 

on tracks where celestial melody and light shatter 

the swirling fug of riffs - making Barn Owl sound 

more like a whacked-out Dead Meadow - the mood 
within is h-e-a-v-y like a bewitching series of (

black metal incantations. Chris Parkin 1

DOWNLOAD: ‘Light From The Mesa’ 

8 

J Al Ml E HODGSON 

“I went to Auckland 

for three days and 

spent the entire 

duration holed up in my 

hotel room. But 

discovered M&M 

Mix-Ups, Kiwi BBQ Dub 

and showtune 

thug-step. Weird buzz.” 

Ina musical climate where Tinchy Stryder, 
the rapping Kermit The Frog, was the biggest 
selling British male solo artist of 2009, major 
labels will try- any-thing to mimic the bafflingly 
popular midget’s success. Since last year a host 
of grime MCs - Tinie Tempah, Scorcher, 
Skepta - have been snapped up, and Devlin is 
just another name on this list. 
From start to finish on this depressing album 

the inoffensive, catchy chorus and characterless 
production mulch has been laid on thick in a 
bid to pick up tweens. The problem is, Devlin 
doesn’t alter his lyrics to suit this unfamiliar 
musical palette. You can get as introspective as 
y-où like on avant-garde grime beats but when 
y-ou’re talking about your heart being “colder 

than Pingu” over emo pianos and sappy strings it 
just suggests that you’re yet to grow out of y-our 
Eminem obsession. 
‘Let It Go’, made by Tinie Tempah 

collaborator Labrinth, jolts uncomfortably 
from sluggish dubstep dirge to dreamy-, 
lolloping waltzer synths before inexplicably 
jumping into a mid-section of angular 
indie-rock, like circling the perimeter of a very-
low-budget music festival in a fairground 
dodgem while sat next to a stoned teenager 
having a bit of a moan. 
It’s not, however, all bad. The grime-by--

numbers of ‘1989’ is a touchingly- open account 
of his short life set over beguiling synths and 
urgent heavy-metal guitar stabs. Devlin then 
threatens to get “dirty like Leslie Grantham” on 
‘Brainwashed’ - and short of sticking his finger 
in his mouth while masturbating in front of 
a stranger on his webcam, he sort of does. It’s 
also the closest to the Devlin of old that we get. 
As usual, though, the song is marred by an 
angsty chorus that sounds like it could have 
been lifted off Mel C’s debut solo LP. 
This album is a brutal lesson concerning the 

countless flaws of allowing hit-obsessed majors 
to try- and mould grime MCs into pop stars. 
Devlin’s slogan is “sex, pubs and on the dole” and 
it’s hard not to believe his life - and ours 
- would be much more pleasant if he 
lived by this and forgot about being the 
new Dizzee Rascal. John McDonnell 

DOWNLOAD: Go to Grimetapes.com instead and 

download some classic radio sets 
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SINGLES 

ROLL DEEP 
WINNER STAYS ON RELENTLESS 
Grime’s final shark-jump is a leap into mediocrity 

B
 There’s few more tiresome 
mantras in music than 
equati ng the fi rst taste of 
commercial success with 
‘sellingout’. However, 
now and again something 
comes along that just 

forces you to sit up and proclaim, “Dang! 
That’s some debased-ass shit!” 
Those first-wave grime heroes’ belated 

bid for wider recognition and financial 
stability has been a conveyor-belt of winces. 
Perversely fitting, then, that this gruesome 
era of UK urban/chart-dancc hybridisation 
should be hallmarked by one of heyday 
grime’s signature names. 
After a study ofwhat makes this album so 

offensive, it becomes apparent that it’s not 
just the way RD have replaced anything 
that felt vaguely special about themselves 
for perplexingly du jour Ibiza Uncovered’98 
synth stabs and the flattest thug-step wobbles 
this side of a Caspa B-side. It’s actually the 

songs themselves. Whereas the traditional rap 
extremities of rags and riches have proved ever-
fertile turf for rhyme-mining, this album is 
testament to what happens in between. 
After eight tough years culminating in 
moderate success, they find themselves 
basking in mediocrity, saying absolutely 
nothing, a lot. From inane chuggcr ‘Out The 
Blue’ to the inevitably single-bound Alesha 
Dixon-fcaturing ‘Take Control’, their creed 
is thus: Roll Deep ‘get through’ stuff. They 
have a quite good night, which they get 
through. They have a minor gripe, which again, 
they get through. This album is a tribute to 
enduring a profoundly underwhelming pop 
star existence. The banality could be forgiven if 
it included even one decent hook but alas, 
no. We trust that the boys’ broods remain 
well-fed and their GTI rims are shiny, 
because justification for this must be H 
weighty.Jaimie Hodgson JL 

DOWNLOAD: ‘Intro’ (misleadingly, the best bit) 

GOOD CHARLOTTE 
CARDIOLOGY CAPITOL 

Whoa! A quick glance at the tracklisting 
for ‘Cardiology’ suggests Good 

Charlotte might have started covering 

Smashing Pumpkins (‘1979’) and The 

La’s (‘There She Goes’). Which is, if not downright 

creepy, then just a little bit beguiling. But no, both 

songs are stone-cold Madden originals. Booo! If 

you like your rock’n’roll played by four fat talentless 

fucks and Morrissey’s old drummer Dean 
Butterworth (seriously, wtf?!), then... oh just sod 

off, yeah? Disgustingly derivative and Pro Tooled 

to the max, ‘Cardiology’ is monstrously offensive -

the latest shit-streak by music’s laziest sons. 

But seriously, what did you expect? Amazing 

indie covers? Matt Wilkinson 

DOWNLOAD: Read that again 

TERROR DANJAH 
UNDENIABLE HYPERDUB 

SFor its best producers, grime was 

always more than just a backing 

track for angry throats to lock barked 

bars into. With the rise of Bristol’s 
‘purple’ crew and early instrumentals now flooding 

the web, the sound’s hyped, limber clatter has 

shown its dancefloor worth, and despite the 

presence here of MCs like D Double E and Bruza, 

‘Undeniable’ is at its best when voiceless. So clearly 

the work of an originator (Terror Danjah’s influence 

on UK bass music has been growing since 2001), 

‘Undeniable’ is an album whose sullen, dark 

spaces are lit by vivid synths tapering like signal 

flares, highlight ‘SOS’ wincing with rave-land , 

Morsecode. Kev Kharas / 

DOWNLOAD: ‘Time To Let Go’ 

ThE 
CRUDER 
What we’re 
reading and 
watching 

Book 

The Horror! The Horror! 

Compiled by Jim 

TrombettaofUS 

legendary music mag 

Crawdaddy, this 
compendium of '50s 

horror comics reprints 

strips banned by the US 

Senate in 1954 for 

causingjuvenile 

delinquency. 

DVD 

IT 

Family Guy Season 9 

The show most likely to 

make you stab your own 

hand during an attack of 

the midnight chef and 
still be laughing gets 

ever improbably better. 

Creepy Herbert still 

scares us, though. 

Book 
The Ultimate Metallica 

None-more-metal 

photography legend 

Ross Halfin has 
compiled his most 

horn-throwingly 

stupendous images of 
probably the ultimate 

metal band of our times. 
Kneel in supplication and 

witness the might. 

This week reviewed by 
GARY 
POWELL 
The Libertines/ J 
The Invasion Of... 

BEST COAST 
CRAZY FOR YOU WICHITA 

The first thing that hit mewhen I began 

A. listeningtothistrackwasthefeelgood 

factor. This track has a great feelgood 

factor about it in a real classic sense. 

This may come from thefact the overall arrangement 

and production reminds me of thegreat works of 
Phil Spector, with a heavy tinge of Brian Wilson and 

The Beach Boys. 

ELLIE GOULDING 
LIGHTS POLYDOR 
IB fi Ell ie Goulding is part of the newwave of 

British femme fatales making waves in 
the British pop scene, and who is soon to 

■■ÄÄa be seen schmoozing it at the Brit Awards 

and performing on the odd daytime TV show. But 
let not this fool you, what she does have in spades 

is a great voice and the ability to make a simple pop 

arrangement more interesting, just by virtue of her 

vocal performance. 

I BLAME COCO 
IN SPIRIT GOLDEN ISLAND 

Wow! Talk about a real slice of’80s 

electro-pop! I am a big fan of electro 

(believe it or not) and to see someone 

taking it back to the likes of A-ha and 

Bi 
The Human League is really refreshingfor me. Coco 

also has an interesting vocal delivery which sets her 

apart from her contemporaries as hers is one full of 

emotion and fiery intention! 

PARAMORE 
PLAYING GOD FUELED BY RAMEN 

I find nu-metal and ‘emo’ rock to be 

over-produced and way too formulaic, 

but listeningto this, I was siding with the 

teenage emos. ‘Playing God’ not only 

hasagreat singer in the young Hayley Williams, but 

in Paramore a great band with a lot of potential to be 
creative and push boundaries and maybe even shed 

thegarments of emo marginalisation. 

a 

JAMES YUILL 
FIRST IN UNE MOSHI MOSHI 

-r“ Thefirstthingyounoticeisthe 

©interesting use of a classic house music 

' rifffromthe’9Os,butbeingplayedon 

- an acousticguitar. The vocal sits well 
over the track, creatingan interestingjuxtaposition 

with the uptem po groove that has been set u p. A 

great remix could easily lift it to unimagined heights. 

PAUL SMITH 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES BILLINGHAM 

Just as I prefer the works of Frank Black 

to that of Pixies, the same could be 

said regarding Paul Smith and Maximo 

Park. This track shows a real maturity 

and I’d be interested to find out where Paul drew 
his inspiration from. The lyrical and dark emotional 

content of the backing track makes great listening 

and the album should be a good platform for Paul 

to continue being creative outside his band. 

Go to NME.COM fora video interview with Gary 
on his new band 

30 October 2010 NAIE 41 
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Opposite page main 
image: Ritzy gets close to 
her adoring public 
Inset: Wilder has a 
Damascene moment. 

Clockwise from above: 
An Adrian Chlfes-level 
view of TJF; Flats get 
angry; Chapel Club’s 
Lewis Bowman does his 

best Barney Sumner 
impersonation; Wilder 
from the, er, slder; 
special guest Paul 
Draper Joins TJF onstage 

something-does. After one particularly 
unschooled rendition, bassist Craig 
Pierce slams down his instrument and 
walks off. There’s a kind of stunned 
silence (above the constant low-level 
chatter of all the over-25s who’ve long 
since decided they are far more 
interested in their pints). So Devine just 
sorta stands there. The guitarist plays a 
few riffs to fill space. Devine starts 
singing a bit. It peters out again. 
Watching their set is now kinda like 
when airport baggage handlers go on 
strike and you just can’t get any answers 
out of anyone as to what you’re 
supposed to do about your flight to 
Honolulu. After further awkwardness, 
Pierce reappears, and they close with a 
magnificently nuanced wall of shouting, 
before Devine flings his microphone 
into the crowd with such velocity that 
the photographer whose camera it 
nearly smashes promptly storms past 
security and enters into a slanging 
match with Flats’ manager backstage. 
The whiff of menace rapidly 

evaporates as foppish pansies Chapel 
Club pop up. They have essentially 
two settings -Joy Division fronted by 

Bernard Sumner; and The Alaccabees 
fronted by Ian McCulloch. The former 
is still better, as on celestial openener 
‘Fine Light’, where Lewis Bowman 
recites his lyrics with the wounded air 
of a man who has been told that his cat 
will not last the night. The growling 
bass current that passes through the 
likes of‘Surfacing’ is still their most 
primal thrill, second only to ‘O 
Maybe I”s sonic panacotta of hooting 
Morrisseyan self-pity and howling 
MBV guitars. Louche lover Lewis 
dedicates ‘The Shore’ to “a girl that’s 
here” and, cryptically, ‘All The Eastern 
Girls’ to “all the eastern girls”. Does he 
mean girls from Mile End? ’Cos let us 
tell you, blud, those girls is skanks. 
While Chapel Club have piqued 
KOKO’s interest, it’s become 
increasingly obvious that the room 
is papered with fans of The Joy 

Formidable. That includes carly-riscr 
and Celebrity Superfan™ Adrian 
Chiles, on Level Three, out later than 
his 8.30pm beddy-byes ought to allow. 
Even his thermonuclear alarm clock 

can’t power in with as much ballast as 
TJF’s opener —lesser-spotted newie 
‘The Ever-Changing Spectrum Of A 
Lie’. Ritzy bows over backwards with 
her guitar. She struts and stalks the 
lightbulb-strung stage with grinning 
relish, manufacturing the delectably 
direct yet diaphanously fuzzed-up 
sound that evidently requires the forest 
of FX pedals by her feet. 
“Another microphone...?” she teases, as 

roadies set up a fresh place alongside 
her, just before ‘Greyhound In The 
Slips’. “What on earth could that be 
for?” “Paul Draper!” a dozen Mansun-
enjoyers all yell back at her. 
Looking a little nervous, and 

predictably 
some eight 
years older than 
the last time 
we saw him 
on a stage, the 
frontman of the 

Even a thermonuclear alarm 
clock can’tpower in with as 
much ballast as TJF’s opener 

’90s prog-indie darlings has turned up 
in a dad-ish pair of stonewash jeans and 
puffy leather jacket. His part is walk-on, 
but his aura is abiding- just ask TJF, 
who’ve never stopped singing the 
praises of his ex-band. Could he be the 
Johnny Marr to their Cribs? And should 
NME therefore open the bidding on 
Adopt An Ageing Indie Icon Week? 
Bryan, Dafydd and Thomas’ set sums 

to their own little ‘You Made Me 
Realise’ - the infinitely-looped squall 
they've taken to fixing on the end of 
‘Whirring’, in the execution of which 
Ritzy throws her guitar to a roadie, 
jumps into the crowd, swims across 
some heads, is given a leg-up back 
onstage by a bouncer, grabs her guitar 
and continues playing without missing 
a beat, before inviting everyone out to 
the Barfly for an end-of-tour knees-up 
and cheerily suggesting we all reconvene 
here in February for their album launch. 
The tour is over. Everybody get on the 
bandwagon. Gavin Haynes 

Head to NME.COM/radartourfor 
exclusive interviews and footage with 
all the acts from the tour 



More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com

http://ebook-free-download.net/


< 7 

Wííí 

UVE 

Bombay Bicycle Club bring 
thrill to the chill and (below) 

party time Icelandlc-style and 
James Blake mans the decks 

i 

ICELAND AIRWWES 
VARIOUS VENUES, REYKJAVIK Thursday, October 14-sunday, October 17 

Four days, one lagoon and a headrushing celebration of the best in Icelandic music and more A city of 200,000 people 
- 60 per cent of the 
Iceland’s population 
- Reykjavik has four 
independent record 

shops on its short high street. There arc 
no chains - they were all forced out by 
the economic crash, leaving the indies 
(mostly run by labels) to thrive through 
a dedicated promotion of Icelandic 
bands, and turning every release i nto 
A Proper Event. The culmination of 
which is Iceland Airwaves, a four-day 
city crawl dedicated in the main to 
celebrating the country’s own music like 
a true Icelander. Which is to say: hard. 
Formerly Sigur Rós’ string section, 
Amiina open Thursday night at the 
Art Museum. Their pretty violin 
ticks and polite cooing make their 
former paymasters seem extreme 
- it’s mildly distressed coffee-
table music for Unhappy Hipster 
households. Leave it to Dominique 
Young Unique to cut through 
the waft. “HOW Y’ALL DOIN’ 
AAAAIIIICEEELAAAAYYYND!” 
she drawls, lashing an obnoxious aural 

pistol whipping with her Sega Mega 
Drive-powered rap. 
Ever wondered what it’d be like to let 
Nick Cave present kids’ TV? French trio 
Gable seemingly have. You’d probably 

It’s testament to BBC’s iweX y ./ /* 1 1 1 1 J 1 Moi’s Chaz taking orowthjrom hobbledehoys tothedoudybiue 

into confident musicians most chillwave thing 
ever - Factory Floor’s 

never listen to their crunchy, manically 
bogglc-cyed nursery rhymes at home, 
but they’re brilliantly unpredictable 
Friday night openers. It’s the opposite 
for Angel Deradoorian of the Dirty 
Projectors-her solo EP ‘Mind Raft’ 
is a headphone delight, but sat alone 
at a keyboard, her one-woman Grails 
drone feels thin, and she seems like she 
can’t be arsed to be there (even though 
Bjork’s watching!). Keeping it languid 
in a good way, however, isjames Blake. 
He doesn’t sing live, but ‘Limit To Your 
Love’ still sounds phenomenal; 
a lovelorn, heavy-hearted piano ballad 
built on spindly fizzes and skimmed 
pebble bleeps that shouldn’t work in 
a club, but somehow does - especially 
when mixed into Destiny’s Child’s ‘Say 
My Name’... 
After a Saturday afternoon float around 

industrial motorik rave blasts away any 
lingering liquid serenity. They’ve become 
even more unrelenting, sternly storming 
away at ‘Lying’ for the entire half-hour 
duration of tbeir set. 
Plagued by terrible sound back in 

the Art Museum, the full emotional 
thwack of Bombay Bicycle Club’s 
quiet maturity fails to shine through, 
turningjack’s usually rich voice into a 
reedy shadow. It doesn’t matter though, 
as thousands of Icelanders drown out 
the sound, whooping and cheering 
throughout - take note, I.ondon. What 
seemed like aparticularly British band 
with their horn-rimmed glasses and 
undramatic suburban romanticism has 
translated into this tiny, desolate country, 
testament indeed to BBC’s growth from 
awkward hobbledehoys into confident, 
special musicians. Laura Snapes S
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Brighton, Monday, 4pm 
Pro*s fanclub brave the breeze in Brighton 

Brighton, Monday, 6pm 
Pro receives rushes from the new video to 'Jungle* 

> 

A 

Brighton, Monday, 930pm 
‘it’s like a Tom Jones gig with tattoos,** says NME snapper Richard 

UVE 

? 

Brighton, Monday, 10pm 
"Oi, mate, can I have my bra 

back please?** i»! 

’ * 
Brighton, Monday, 10.30pm 
PG phone home: towelling 
down after the show 

F 

Brighton, Monday, 10.45pm 
Poster girls for the Green generation 

T 
r 

Brighton, Monday, 10.15pm 
Professor Green (centre) and friends - they’re bringing sweaty back 

M 
ft 

j 

•i 
London, Tuesday, 6pm 

Preparing for the homecoming with yet more herbal tea 

Brighton, Monday, 10.20pm 
DJ IQ on the ones and twos 

London, Tuesday, 4pm 
Jersey boy 

Ají 
'f > 

J®*' 

Brighton, Monday, 11pm 
Green protects his neck with a nice herbal tea 

Brighton, Monday, 11.30pm 
Recreating the now Infamous Kate 
Nash Pash Splash Bash Incident 

Vi 

’r 

« n 

London, Tuesday, 9pm 
Going KOKO-nuts In Camden 

London, Tuesday, 9.40pm 
Lily Allen joins Pro for 'Just 

Be Good To Green* 

London, Tuesday, 930pm 
Labrlnth and Pro slam on the breaks with 'Jungle* 

London, Tuesday, 10pm 
Professor Green in the dressing room with 

the champagne bottle: Cluedo! 
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PLUS SPECIAL GUESTS 

BASIA BULAT & MELODICA, MELODY + ME 
DECEMBER 
04 
05 
07 
09 
10 
11 
12 

BIRMINGHAM O2 ACADEMY 2 (iopm curfew) 
MANCHESTER CLUB ACADEMY 
EDINBURGH UQUID ROOMS 
BRISTOL TRINITY CENTRE 
LONDON O2 SHEPHERD'S BUSH EMPIRE 
BRIGHTON ST GEORGES CHURCH 
EXETER THE PHOENIX 
BUY ONLINE AT WWW.LIVENATION.CO.UK 
'BEN LISTENING' THE ALBUM OUT NOW ON TRANSGRESSIVE RECORDS 

08444772000 

0161 832 1111 

0844 8472487 

08454134444 

0844 4772000 

01273606312 

01392 667080 

WWW.JOHNNY-FLYNN.COM 

NOVEMBER ~-

Sun 

Mon 

Tues 

Wed 

7 

8 

9 

10 

OXFORD JERICHO 

LONDON CARGO 

BIRMINGHAM HMV INSTITUTE 

MANCHESTER TROF 

A Uve Kation presentation by arrangement with RB 

0844477 1000/wwwHcketaeluxuik 

0844 477 1000 / wwwJhenatnnxauk 

0844 248 5037/ wwwJicketwebxn-Uk g 

0161 832 1111 /wwwlMine. co.uk 

www.thesoundofarrows.com 

ŒLIVEnATIOn.co.UK 

THE NATIONAL 
HIGH VIOLET 
THE NEW ALBUM OUT NOW 

PLUS SPECIAL GUESTS 

PHOSPHORESCENT(aUdatesexceptagth) MENOMENA (29th only) 

NOVEMBER 
24 
25 
26 
27 
29 
30 

BRISTOL O2 ACADEMY 
COVENTRY WARWICK ARTS CENTRE 
GLASGOW O2 ACADEMY 
MANCHESTER ACADEMY 
LONDON O2 BRIXTON ACADEMY 
LONDON O2 BRIXTON ACADEMY 

DECEMBER 
1 LONDON O2 BRIXTON ACADEMY 
2 DUBLIN OLYMPIA 
3 DUBLIN OLYMPIA 
4 DUBLIN OLYMPIA 

MIaIdI 

SOLD OUT 

SOLD OUT 

SOLD OUT 

SOLD OUT 

SOLD OUT 

SOLD OUT 

SOLD OUT 

sÕldÕÜt 
SOLD OUT 

SOLD OUT 

highviolet.com 

americanmary.com 

4AD.c0m 

A Live Nation, SJM and DF Concerts presentation 

CLOUßCOßTI^OB 
"*ON TOUR THIS AUTUMN , 

* ■ Ji» 
- Wed 27 Oct MANCHESTER Ruby Lounge w/ Tame Impala 

The Temper Trap 

Mon 0?Nov3)UBLIN Tripod Hall w/ Th^Temper.Tfap 

as*^^^hur 04 Nov.BRISTOL Communion @ Mr.Woíís^ 

Vsun 07 Nov LONDON Communion © Notting Hill ArtTciubT 

Wed 10 Nov BRIGHTON Communion @ The Albert 

*Thur irNoy LONDON Rocktèedback Presents @ TheLexington 

.i^Fri 12 Nov MANCHESTER Club Academy w/ Local Nativçsç 

jX^Satlj Nov GL^GO^Kn^Tu^w/ Local Natives^ 

IlfoNfluw Step^emTre^ ■< 

IRTW^raWe^JwooSto ■♦Wed 17 N01 

Tues'23 No^¡ 

-s 

omSiJVALocal Natives **> 

LOcabNatives x 

r^Local Natives ~ 

tidcetmaster.co.uk 
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SJM AM) FRIENDS PRESET BY ARRANGEMENT MTH fTB 

»LUS SPÉCIAL GUESTS 

& >1 V= >1 v= 

DECEMBER 

SJM CONCERTS PRESENT 

NOVEMBER 2010 

¡WnB^MC/RG//£L£C7R/CCWCÏ®tGu4 47T 1«W 
HU 19 LIVERPOOL OtACADEMK 
SAT 20 MANCIIESTERRUEYLOUNGE 

0844 477 2000 

UieilWlIH 

SUN 21 

TUE S3 

WE021 

LEEDS RRUSDEXELL SOCIAL 

BRIGHTON AUDIO W 01273700709 

LDNDONSCAIA V <»H4 4771000 

Sl BRIC 

£ 
\tourSiCQ\ (4 81Ï005Ï 

iitns 

GOOD SHOES 
NOVEMBER 

ABERD^i^ÄlN TREE 
THURSDAY 02 

GLASGOW O2 ABC 
0844 499 9990 

FRIDAY 03 1

PRESTON 53 DEGREES 
01772 893 000 

SUNDAY 05 

OXFORD REGAL 
0844 871 8803 

MONDAY 06 

CAMBRIDGE CORN EXCHANGE 
01223 511 511 

TUESDAY 07 

SOUTHAMPTON GUILDHALL 
023 6063 2601 

FRIDAY 10 

LEICESTER O2 ACADEMY 
0844 477 2000 

SUNDAY 12 LONDON 02 BRIXTON ACADEMY 0844 4772000 
Buy online: gigsandtours.com I 24HR CC Hotline O&M 81 1 0051 

- 2010 KERRANG AWARD WINNER -
FRANK TURNER’S ALBUM TOW Of THE Of ED' IS OUT WK ON XTRA MILE / EPITAPH 

AND FEATURES TIE SKGŒS THE ROAD', ‘POETRY OFTHE DEED’, ‘ISABEL’ AND TRY THE AT HOkF 
www.frartt-hKTw.com wtvwjnyspacexonvfranktumer wwwjctram4erocordings.com 

©E 

HAYMAKERS 

e 

THURSDAY 04 NOVEMBER 
MANCHESTER RUBY LOUNGE 

01618321111 

SATURDAY 06 NOVEMBER 
GLASGOW KING TUTS 

08444BBB990 

u 
MONDAY 08 NOVEMBER 
LEEDS COCKPIT 

01139455570 

TUESDAY 06 NOVEMBER 
LONDON HEAVEN 

02074033331 

WEDNESDAY 10 NOVBrfBS* 

BRIGHTON AUDIO 
0644811 0051 

buy ontne at gigsandtoursxom 
24hr ce hofae 0844 811 0061 

SMtiefcatSrCom A UcketmastecoMA 

www.myspac&coni/tDkyoponcedub 

tokyopolicocfuhconi 

An SJM Cotuxita presentation 

BNtHMrts, )PABV|iaal 

the boy least likely to 
December 
he 

Md 

na 

Kat 

Tae 

07 

08 

11 

14 

Nottingham Bodega 
Glasgow King Tuts 
Manchester Ruby Lounge 
Winchester Railway 

08454124444 

0844499 91180 

Aioi mini 

019G2I6770S 

London Hoxton Bar & Kitchen kotímxôi 

4 

THU 

FRI 

SAT 

MON 

TUE 

WED 

THU 

18 

19 

20 

22 

23 

24 

25 

QBrile 

KINGSTON NEW SLANG 
WINCHESTER RAILWAY 
CAMBRIDGE HAYMAKERS 
SHEFFIELD LEADMILL 
MANCHESTER FAC251 
LONDON CARGO 
NOTTINGHAM BODEGA 

020 8549 5871 

08444 771 000 

0122 351 1511 

0844 477 1000 

0844 477 1000 

020 7403 3331 

0845 413 4444 

buy online at gigsandtours.com I seetickets.com 
24hr cc hotlne 0844 81 10051 ft 0870 264 3333 

www.goodshoM.eo.iJt wwwjnyspaeexom/goodshoea 

No Hope, No Future - Out Now On Brie 

An SJM Concern firanKarioc by arvangrmcnr with 13 Airón 

OCTOBER 

FRI 29 

NOVEMBER 

FRI 

SÄT 

FRI 

FRI 

12 

13 

19 

26 

in aattm it uuKtnn mri u imm ncnm 

NOTTINGHAM GAIECMSHEK wmjecticktbxai 

LEEDS COCKPIT mm.ieetickets.cai 

BARROW IN FURNESS THE NINES wmueeBcketixai 

SHEFFIELD LIADMIU. 

DARUNGTON INSIDE OUT 

wmueeftketsxin 

wwwhdctwebxojA 

SAI 27 

DECEMBER 

FRI 

SÄT 

THU 

SAI 

03 

04 

09 

11 

LEICESTER AUDITORIUM 

YORK FIBBERS 

UVERPOOt MASQUE THEATRE 

NEWCASTLE RIVERSDE 

HUDOERSHELD TOKYO PROJECT 

BUY ONLINE AT GIGSANDTOURS.COM | 24HR CC HOTLINE 0844 811 0051 

MHLMYmctGOM/nnWBTEMim. WWACHMUM/IVSniMCl 

SJM Concerts & DF by arrangement with 
The Agency Group prévenu 

« 
PLAY 100 BROKEN WINDOWS 

December January 2011 

Mon 

The 

Wed 

n 

mmÓntiuM 

mmticketielcuA 

innueetickeb.coa 

mm.ticWiiuuA 

mieeticketuM 

w BRISTOL COOLER 5 * 

» NOTTINGHAM BODEGA • 
8 MANCHESTER SALFORD LAD'S CLUB 
» GLASGOW ORAN MOR 
M SHEFFIELD HARLEY 
»LONDON SCAIA 
s LIVERPOOL GUILD OF STUDENTS 

BUYONLINE AT OGSANDTOUR&CXIM 
samccHoruxEMusn usi 

DSC 413 4444 

0664134444 

6161 8321111 

08448472487 

01142752288 

82074033331 

0644 4772000 

Wad 

Thu SO 

RI 31 

MYmtC&COM/TTnMAhdtOMCVB I TnUANDMKKUU<CT 

AM VW ORNCTItn nUtStNTATWN BY ABRUNtrffMlWT Wim t ï ABTOTA 

buj oaftne at 0g8aadt9un.ttm & 8eeUckets.60.ak 

24hra>tetllM 0844 8110051 

Ven afean thrMnaa SpeeiaT Oui ImBfear 2Mb 
wvrwüirtoyteatólkeljrMLCUik 

ftGSANDTOURSicOM E x C L u S I V E LIVE ANNOUNCE M E 

Manchester Academy 3 

London 
Relentless Garage 

Edinburgh 
Liquid Rooms 

Aberdeen Lemon Tree 

Dundee Fat Sams 

Glasgow Oran Mor 

01618321111 

08448471678 

06444999990 

06444999990 

06444999990 

06444999990 

buy online at glgsandtoursxom 
gigsinscotiandcorn 

24hr cc hotline 0844 811 0051 

NTS AND PRIORITY 

Wed 

Thu 

RI 21 

22 

Manchester Deaf Institute 

Glasgow King Aits 

Leeds Cockpit 

Liverpool Oa Academy? 

0161 8321111 

00444998890 

0113 MS 5870 

08444772000 

Sun 

Wid 

Thu 

RI 

23 

27 

Birmingham Hara and Hounds 0870 7872777 

Southampton Joiners 

Bristol Thekla 

TUnbridge Wefts Forum 

023 80229812 

08704444400 

06712777101 

buy online at gigsandtours.com A artistticketcom 

24IWCC hotline 0644 8110051 40844 171 8820 

TICKETS ON SAU 8AM FROAY 29 OCTOBER 

wwwjnetronomycojik 

BOOKING ANDIOURSjCCm 
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-Band qAîd 
BANDSERVICES 

No dilemma is too big or smallforNME’s 
Resident Cognitive Disputational Resolutionist 

(aka Agony Uncle) Pete Cashmore 

CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES 

Y 

V 1ŒL01H 
■’ I T-SHIRTS 

F À 
fmAf 
wasimi 
k A3 POSTERS ) a 

RECORDING 
STUDIOS 

Mill Hill Music Complex 
02089069991 
London NW7 

d 

f 
4 

Established 1979 
Rehearsals from £3.50-£1 8 per hr 

(inc PA and full backline) 
Recordings: Urge live rooms, great 

drum somi, Apple Mac G5 & Sardtra; 
desk all from £16-25 pet hour 

RA's. & Backline for hire 
Main Dealers for Fender, Ibanez, Laney 

+ many more at great prices 
Storage available - cupboards to 

shipping containers 
Free Strings, Drumsticks, Soft Drinks 

or Pringles for New Customers 
(Check website for ful details of offer) 

10 Minutes from M1/M25 
5 irons walk from Mil Hill Sway 

Thameslnk, 20 mins by Train from 
Kings Cross, No stairs & Ample Parkin; 

THEY’RE ALL 
CHAUVINISTS 

I’m the only female member in our band, and people 
arc always making sexist comments about me. How 

can I stamp this nonsense out? 
Riot Girl, London 

Come on, sweet cheeks, dry those eyes and don’t worry 

your pretty little head about it Only kidding! Sexism in the 

workplace is wrong -1 know, as I have 17 human resources 

grievances filed against me for just that reason. Whenever 

your bandmates act cretinous, remember that they are 
rock musicians, and know no better. My advice: nothing 

changes attitudes like a hoof in the goolies. Uncle Pete 

w mini 50111,11 of print < 
THEUK'SBEST "llfflflllllllllllllllllBlIi" AMDMERCHJIND15E 

» 
II 

il 
BADGES, STlllHlS.T-BHfflTl TUTE BAGS, MNWIIRI, BOTTLE OPENERS, MAGNETS, 
FLYERS, MSTBS. BUSINESS LARDS, PRINTS, NC BANNERS, UGNTERS, PLECTRUMS, 

AWESOME MERCHANDISE TtLEPHOIE - DIB 243 5667 
WWW.AWESOMEMERCHANDI8E.COM 83 IIIIIIOI Haust - CROTDOa STREET 
INFOeAWEaOMEMERCHANDMEXOM LEEIS ■ 1811 JBT ■ UNITED llltlON 

STATION STUDIOS 
North London premier rehearsal 

studios. 
Backline, storage, ground floor, ai 
conditioning. Best deals for new 

bands? 
Ask about our special 

Saturday rate 
020 8 361 8114 

mvw-statinnstiidins cn.uk 

BonaFideStudio 
recording and rehearsal studio 

London EC2; open 24/7 
demos * angles + albuns * voce overs + 

sotnd engneering MAorLaJs * Ivo recordng 
recording + mastering 4 rruxtng -

programming * full production *■ 

Ingles > rehearsals 
Recording from £12.50 fVh Incl engineer 

Rehearsals from £5 pAi Incl Mane 

HwwJaonifidesiudkLCSLLLk 

020 7684 5350 Of 020 7684 53S1 

LIGHT OR HEAVY 
Our singer wants our band to pursue a more heavy 
direction, anti our drummer agrees, but me and the 
bassist want to, if anything, take us down a more 

“easy listening” route. How can we come to 
a compromise without splitting5
Rent In Twain, Nottingham 

Easy. Vour singerand drummer must follow their hearts, 

and you and your bassist must follow your own. OK, so the 

resultant mess will be a bizarre hybrid of pastoral folk and 
eardrum-melting death metal, and be unlistenable, but the 

point is that you won't fall out It’s good to have friends. Or 

so I am told. I don't get out much. Uncle Pete 

CHAT TUITION CD & DVD 
DUPLICATION 

UBER /Í 
'COOL Æ 
:cHAnH 

LEADING 
VOCAL 
COACH 

To the famous 

Tel: 020 8958 9323 

I’M AT A CROSSROADS 
Aly girlfriend’s dad has made it apparent that if I quit 
my band, there is a job for life at his company and I’ll be 

“well looked after”. What to do, Uncle Pete? 
In A Quandary, Leicester 

Twenty years from now, do you want to look back and 

think, “What if I had pursued my rock’n’roll dream and it 
had come off?" Probably not, but the fact remains you’ll 

almost certainly be doingit from a massive five-bedroom 

house and you’ll have a fragrant trophy wife, so stop being 

a twonk, take the job and hurl your guitar into the canal. 

Unde Pete 

Fancy having your band problems solved once 

and for all? Just send your musical quandaries 

to bandald@nme.com, and Uncle Pete 

will endeavour to assist 

Chat, due a flirt 

ffljnw 
U* HaMotk 0844 komm. NeFwor* wtnx 

«Otr OwcdDrMCOKAM SPlAD. 

DATE CHAT 
MEN: 0871 308 9913 
GAY: 0871 308 3344 

18*. WdMk 0844 844 0844. 
0871 a Ite per min. Network extras 
apply. Lwe calls recorded. SR 4D. 

WOMEN CALL FREE* 

0800 075 8128 
*0800 ■ Free from BT LandHne 

AT OR| 
DATE 
10» 
PER MIN 

0872 100 1002 
18* Hdpdcsk 0844 944 0844. Network extras 

apply Lñb cafe reccrdod. SP: 4D , 

NME 

CD & DVD 
'media _ 
mailers Duplication 

Instant online Quotation 
at 

www.medamatterttechnology.co.uk 

or call us 

on 02392 632459 

The leading CD Duplicator 

on the South Coast 

MILK STUDIOS 
LONDON E1 

Babyshambles, 

Mystery Jets, Rakes 

GREAT VALUE 
www.mllkstudios.co.uk 

07977003034 

Gov’s Recordings & 
Rehearsal Space 

• Professional Quality Recording, 

Mixing J, Mas'enna Sendees 

• £90 per day or £50 per Song 

• All Genres o‘ Music V.'elcDme 

• Manchester Based 

visit: www.myspace.com/ 
gavsrecordings 

CALL: 07515866452 

NME 
PRODUCTIONS 

Record your tracks at our in-house studio 

Plus, a highly cost-effective range of production services also 
available, including interviews, DVD extras, viral content and press 

For rates please email nmeproductions@ipcmedia.com 
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Edited by Laura Snapes 

BOOKING NOW 
¡CT 

I r-A y ft 

PJ HARVEY 
STARTS: London Troxy, February 27 

DON’T 
MISS 

THE SOUND OF 
ARROWS 
STARTS: Oxford 

Jericho, Nov 7 

Take Hurts, put them in 

pastels, and you’ve got 

Sweden’s Sound Of Arrows. 

NME.COM/artists/ 
the-sound-of-arrows 

CONSTELLATIONS 
FESTIVAL 
STARTS: Leeds 

University, Nov 14 

Sleigh Bells (above), Sky 

Larkin, I Like Trains, BEAK>, 

Abe Vigoda and more join 

the one-dayer. Awesome! 

NME.COM/festivals 

HURTS 
STARTS: London Union 

Chapel, Nov 17 

Grab a comb, clench your 

fists; Hurts play Mencap’s 

Little Noise Sessions with 

Clare Maguire and Joe 

Worricker supporting. 

NME.COM/artists/hurts 

GREGORYS 
THE HAWK/ 
LES SHELLEYS 
STARTS: London Brixton 
Windmill, Nov 18 

FatCat kittens Meredith, 

Tom and Angela team up. 

NME.COM/artists/ 

les-shelleys 
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On The Andrew Marr Show back 
in April, a feathery Pollyjean 
Harvey played new song, ‘Let 
England Shake’, in front of an 
audience of Marr and Gordon 
Brown. Brown smiled creepily. 
Andrew Marr professed his love 
for Captain Beefheart. Why 
aren’t all political TV shows like 
this, hmm? Anyway, what’s 
important here is that PJ Harvey 
is back. Although details of her 
eighth album are yet to be 
released, she told Marr that over 
half of it was written on the 
autoharp, and that it’s about the 
concept of Englishness. Frankly, 
she could have written three-
fifths of it on a kazoo and made it 
about campanology and we’d still 
be in thrall. This is PJ Harvey, 
ferchrissakes. She’s only playing 
one UK date, so act quickly. And 
bethankful. 
NM E. COM/artists/pj-harvey 

FRIGHTENED 
RABBIT 
STARTS: Bristol Anson 

Rooms, Nov 20 

Hopefully the Selkirk 

quintet will remember not 

to mix grape and grain on 
this winter jaunt. 

NME.COM/artists/ 

frightened-rabbit 

WHITE LIES 
STARTS: London York 

Hall, Nov 22 

Indie’s most professional 

goths preview new material 

from their as-yet-untitled 

album. How mysterious 

of them. 

NME.COM/artists/ 

white-lies 

NINA NASTASIA 
STARTS: Cardiff Glee 

Club, Nov 29 

One of John Peel’s 

favourites takes her 

sublime new album, 

‘Outlaster’, on a second 

string of UKshows. 

NME.COM/artlsts/ 

nina-nastasia 

ROKY ERICKSON 
STARTS: 02 Academy 2 

Birmingham, Dec 6 

The grizzled’n’growly 

former 13th Floor Elevators 

man steps out with Okkervil 

River for some rare 
UK dates. 

NME.COM/artists/ 
roky-erickson 

V 

BRITISH SEA 
POWER 
STARTS: London KOKO, 

Dec 31 
Celebrate NYE in style with 

British Sea Power and 

Fiction at the club NME New 

Year's Eve Ball. 

NME.COM/clubnme 

WIRE 
STARTS: London Scala, 

Feb 2 

Taking a break from 

Githead and various 

side-projects, Wire get 

back to their angular, 

post-punk day jobs. 

NME.COM/artists/wire 

TINIETEMPAH 
STARTS: 02 Apollo, 
Manchester, Feb 19 

We’re not sure what the 

hyphen in ‘Disc-Overy’ 

means. Luckily the songs 

are easier to understand. 

NME.COM/artists/ 

tinle-tempah 

KATY PERRY 
STARTS: London 
Hammersmith 

Apollo, Mar 17 

Whereby Ms Perry probably 

rides some giant phallic¬ 

shaped confectionary. 

NME.COM/artists/ 

katy-perry 

02 customers can get Priority Tickets to thousands of gigs nationwide 
up to 48 hours before general release. Just register at o2priority.co.uk 
When Priority Tickets are gone, they're gone. Terms apply. 
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THURSDAY 
October 28 

FRIDAY 
October 29 

It Tropical, Nation' 

XOf Shopkeepers, , 

Leeds I 

r 
v 

Sr-

ABERDEEN 

The Great Park Peacock Visual Arts 
01224 639539 
BELFAST 

Greg Dulli Spring & Airbrake 
028 9032 5968 
BIRMINGHAM 

Amy Macdonald 02 Academy 
08707712000 
Avenged Sevenfold/Stone Sour/ 
HellYeah NIA 0121 780 4133 
The Dillinger Escape Plan 02 
Academy 2 0870 771 2000 
Egyptian Hip Hop Flapper 
01212362421 
I Like Trains Hare & Hounds 
0121 4442081 
The Last Republic Rainbow 
01217728174 
BOURNEMOUTH 

Unie Tempah/Chlddy Bang Old Fire 
Station 01202 503888 
BRIGHTON 

Flying Lotus Concorde 2 01273 673311 
BRISTOL 

Andreya Triana Metropolis 
01179096655 
Dave Arcari Thunderbolt 
07791319614 
The Giants Mr Wolf's 0117 927 3221 
Lissle Thekla 08713 100000 
Los Yanquis Prom 0117 942 7319 
Magnetic Man Trinity 01179 351 200 
Roxy’s Wardrobe Croft 0117 987 4144 
Sick Of It All Fleece 0117945 0996 
The Wild Gulloots/Marmalaide Sky 
Louisiana 0117 926 5978 
CARDIFF 

Boys With X-Ray Eyes University 
02920230130 
Diverting Duo/No Thee No Ess 
Gwdihw café Bar 029 2039 7933 
Martyn Buffalo Bar 02920 310312 
The Mighty Diamonds The Globe 
07738 983947 
Seth Lakeman St David’s Hall 
02920878444 
EDINBURGH 

Catherine Feeny/Come Gather 
Round Us Sneaky Pete's 0131 225 1757 
The Coal Porters/The Sunshine 
Delay Village 0131 478 7810 
MEN Sneaky Pete’s 0131 225 1757 
Young Rebel Set The Electric Circus 
0131226 4224 
EXETER 

Attack! Attack! Cavern Club 
01392 495370 
GLASGOW 

The Answering Machine King Tufs 
Wah Wah Hut 0141 221 5279 

Art Of Prlvilege/Napoleon In Rags 
The Wise Monkey 0871 230 1094 
A Band Called Qulnn/The Low 
Mlffs/Dead Boy Robotics 02 ABC 
08709033444 
The Black Keys/The Walkmen 02 
Academy 0870 771 2000 
Jellybaby 02 ABC2 0141204 5151 
Screaming Females Captain’s Rest 
01413312722 
String Driven Thing Oran Mor 
01415529224 
LEEDS 

The Duke & The King wardrobe 
0113222 3434 
is Tropical Nation Of Shopkeepers 
01132031831 
Meursault Royal Park Cellars 
01132741758 
Yann Tiersen Cockpit 0113 244 3446 
LIVERPOOL 

Canterbury 02 Academy 2 
08707712000 
Catfish & The Bottlemen/Mltchell 
Museum Masque 0151 707 6171 
LONDON 

Badly Drawn Boy Bloomsbury 
Theatre 020 7388 8822 
The Bibelots Buffalo Bar 
020 7359 6191 
Billy Vlncent/Three Blind Wolves 
Windmill 0208671 0700 
Blazy Bayley Kings College 
020 7834 4740 
Boy Dem MacBeth 020 7739 5095 
Chale BoyGramaphone 
020 73775332 
The Chapman Family Bull & Gate 
02074855358 
The Choir With No Name 93 Feet East 
0207247 6095 
Clinic Village Underground 
02074227505 
The Colour Of Frost Grosvenor 
08712237992 
Devlin Underworld 020 7482 1932 
Electric Wizard Electric Ballroom 
02074859006 
Elton John/Leon Russell/Plan B/ 
Rumer Roundhouse 020 7482 7318 
Feeder 02 Shepherds Bush Empire 
08707712000 
The Following Announcement 02 
Academy 2 Islington 0870 771 2000 
Future Rock/The Winter Mountain 
Band 100 Club 020 7636 0933 
The Harrison Brothers Monto Water 
Rats 020 7837 4412 
Ian Parker Borderline 020 7734 5547 
James Yuil l/Sl Iver Columns XOYO 
020 7729 5959 

Kellermensch Barfly 0870 907 0999 
Korplklaanl/Eluveltie/Godnr, 
Universe Garage 020 7607 1818 
Magic Klds/Fanzine Luminaire 
02073727123 
Manic Street Preachers/Brltlsh 
Sea Power 02 Academy Brixton 
08707712000 
The Milk Monarch 0871 230 1094 
Minerva Falls/Healer:Mon$ter 
Dublin Castle 020 74851773 
Mugstar Half Moon 020 7274 2733 
Newlslands Kings Cross Social Club 
02072784252 
Ozrlc Tentacles 02 Academy Islington 
08707712000 
Pet Moon Silver Bullet 020 7619 3639 
Pontiak Old Blue Last 020 7613 2478 
The Psychedelic Furs HMV Forum 
02073440044 
Random Hand/The Havenots 
Garage (Upstairs) 0871 230 1094 
Run Toto Run/Flaxandflght The Rest 
IS Noise 020 7346 8521 
Senadee/Pevln Kinel North London 

Tavern 020 7625 6634 
Swans KOKO 02073883222 
Tame Impala Heaven 020 7930 2020 
Teengirl Fantasy/Kltten/Twln 
Shadow Hoxton Square Bar & Kitchen 
020 7613 0709 
Tweak Bird Camp Basement 
08712301094 
Warpaint Scala 020 7833 2022 
MANCHESTER 

A Flock Of Seagulls Moho Live 
0161834 8180 
Eagle Twin Star & Garter 
0161273 6726 
Frands Dunnery Band On The Wall 
0161832 6625 
New York Alcoholic Anxiety Attack 
Fuel café 0161 448 9702 
The October Game/Toodar/ 
Jacksonville Skyline Night And Day 
Café 0161 236 1822 
One Night Only Academy 
01618321111 
The strange Death Of Liberal 
England Ruby Lounge 0161 834 1392 
Twenty Twenty/Ten Second Epic 
Academy 2 0161 832 1111 
Wilder FAC 251 0161 27 27 251 
NEWCASTLE 

Ellie Goulding 02 Academy 
08707712000 
Goldie Lookin’ Chain Riverside 
01912614386 
I Blame Coco The Other Rooms 
01912619755 
NOTTINGHAM 

Anais Mitchell Maze 0115 947 5650 
Belleruche Stealth 08713 100000 
Dan Le Sac Vs Scrooblus Plp/Misty’s 
Big Adventure/Kid A Gatecrasher 
01159101101 
Dreadzone Rescue Rooms 
01159588484 
OXFORD 

Sky Parade 02 Academy 2 
0870 7712000 
Tom Allan Wheatsheaf 01865 721156 
SHEFFIELD 

Diagram Of The Heart/Dansette 
Junior University 0114 222 8777 
Fénix TX/Ultra Violent Lights/ 
Pensive Corporation 0114 276 0262 
Luke Doucet Grapes 0114 249 0909 
Red Jester Penelope’s 01246 436 025 
SOUTHAMPTON 

Doris & The Dots Talking Heads 
023 80555899 
Sum 41/The Black Pacific Guildhall 
02380632601 
YORK 

Bastard Child Death Cult Stereo 
01904 612237 
Wild Palms Fibbers 01904 651 250 

ABERDEEN 

The Answering Machine Café 
Drummond 01224 624642 
Cassius Forum 01224 633336 
BIRMINGHAM 

Crooked Dawn/The Jackdaws 
Sunflower Lounge 0121 632 6756 
Godsized Eddie's Rock Club @ BUSK 
0121 6432093 
Kald Actress & Bishop 0121 236 7426 
The Return 02 Academy 3 
08707712000 
BRIGHTON 

DJ Yoda Komedia 01273 647100 
The Field Coalition 01273726858 
One Night Only Concorde 2 
01273 673311 
Orchestral Manoeuvres In The Dark 
Dome 01273 709709 
Tweak Bird/The Hard-Ons Prince 
Albert 01273 730499 
Warpaint Digital 01273 202407 
BRISTOL 

Amelia Tucker/The Sustain Choir 
Louisiana 0117 926 5978 
The Birdman Rallies Prom 
01179427319 
The Duke & The King Fleece 
0117945 0996 
Fair Weather Fiends/One Eyed Jacks 
Mr Wolfs 0117 927 3221 
Frands Dunnery Colston Hall 
01179223683 
Goldfish Don’t Bounce Bunch Of 
Grapes 0117 9870500 
The Mighty Diamonds Fiddlers 
01179873403 
Noon Bridewell Old Fire Station 0871 
230 1094 
Tlnle Tempah/Chlddy Bang/Bluey 
Robinson 02 Academy 0870 771 2000 
CARDIFF 

Exit International Clwb Ifor Bach 
02920232199 
Roxy Rawson Gwdihw Café Bar 
02920397933 
EDINBURGH 

Andy Wilson HMV Picture House 

0844 8471740 
Confusion Is Sex Bongo Club 
0131 5587604 
Mystery Jets/Tribes/The French 
Wives Liquid Room 0131 225 2564 
No Exh Wound Sneaky Pete’s 
01312251757 
EXETER 

The Eighties Matchbox B-Llne 
Disaster Cavern Club 01392 495370 
Mr Scruff University 01392 263519 
The Strange Death Of Liberal 
England/l Like Trains Timepiece 
01392 425309 
GLASGOW 

Aames/Janes 02 ABC2 0141 204 5151 
Celilo Brel 0141342 4966 
The Dillinger Escape Plan Garage 
01413321120 
Ellie Goulding/Sunday Glrl/Bright 
Lignit Bright Light 02 Academy 
08707712000 
The Fortunate Sons The Wise Monkey 
0871230 1094 
Jamaica The Arches 0141 565 1000 
Kontroband Oran Mor 0141 552 9224 
The Latecomers Laurie's Bar 
0141552 7123 
MEN Captain’s Rest 0141 331 2722 
The Psychedelic Furs 02 ABC 
0870 9033444 
Sick Of it All/Madball King Tuts Wah 
Wah Hut 0141 221 5279 
The Winter Traditlon/Nevada Base 
Classic Grand 2 0141 847 0820 
Zion Train Classic Grand 
01418470820 
LEEDS 

Chrome Hoof Wardrobe 0113 222 3434 
Clinic Cockpit 0113 244 3446 

Crooked Still Brudenell Social Club 
01132435866 
Foals/Pet Moon/Toro Y Moi 02 
Academy 0870 771 2000 
Swans/James Blackshaw University 
0113244 4600 
LIVERPOOL 

Darwin Deez Mojo 0844 549 9090 
Hecate Enthroned Masque 
01517076171 
Imogen Heap 02 Academy 
08707712000 
The Wombats Static Gallery 
01517078090 
LONDON 

Anti Nowhere League Underworld 
020 74821932 

LONDON 
CLUB NME HALLOWEEN 

BALL FEATURING , 
i GYPSY&THECAT 
■^KOKO^W 
0844 8472258 

NOTTINGHAM 
TANTRUMS + CAT FISH 
& THE BOTTLEMEN 
GATECRASHER 
0115 910 1101 

A Flock of Seagulls Bloomsbury 
Theatre 020 7388 8822 
Cancer Bats Electric Ballroom 
02074859006 
The Cllmbers/Laura Hocking 
Luminaire 020 7372 7123 
Delphlc/Fllthy Dukes/Becomlng 
Real Ewer Street Car Park 
08712301094 
The Dooble Brothers HMV 
Hammersmith Apollo 0870 606 3400 
Goldfish Coronet 020 7701 1500 
Goonies Never Say Die Dublin Castle 
02074851773 
Lawrence Arabia Borderline 
020 77345547 
The Lunar Pilots 100 Club 
020 7636 0933 
Manic Street Preachers/British 
Sea Power 02 Academy Brixton 
08707712000 
Mataniu/Twln Cities Rich Mix 
02076137498 
The Old Dance School Old Queen’s 
Head 020 7354 9993 

Port-Royal Wilmington Arms 
020 78371384 
Roger Tabor/Go-X 02 Academy 2 
Islington 0870 771 2000 
Roni Slze/Totally Enormous Extinct 
Dinosaurs Battersea Power Station 
0207720 3000 
Sum 41 HMV Forum 020 7344 0044 
UB4OTroxy 020 7734 3922 
White UgßtTbe Lexington 
020 78375387 
The Willard Grant Conspiracy Half 
Moon 020 7274 2733 
You Say Party! we Say Die! Barfly 
0870 9070999 
12 Dirty Bullets Garage 020 7607 1818 
MANCHESTER 

Catherine Feeny Night And Day Café 
01612361822 
Ewan Pearson/Andrew Hung Soup 
Kitchen 0161 236 5100 
The Holloways Moho Live 
01618348180 
Magnetic Man Warehouse Project 
01618353500 
Pull In Emergency Roadhouse 
0161228 1789 
Wiley Academy 0161 832 nil 
Yann Tiersen Cathedral 0161 832 1111 
!” Academy 2 0161 8321111 
NEWCASTLE 

Anais Mitchell Cluny 0191 230 4474 
Enter The Lexicon Dog& Parrot 
01912616998 
Hudson Mohawke World 
Headquarters 0191 261 7007 
Mitchell Museum Head Of Steam 
01912324379 
Mount Kimble The Other Rooms 
0191261 9755 
Twenty Twenty/Ten second Epic 02 
Academy 2 0870 771 2000 
NORWICH 

Liqueur Waterfront 01603 632717 
My passion Arts Centre 01603 660352 
NOTTINGHAM 

The Sunshine Getaway Chameleon 
01159505097 
Three Blind wolves Bodega Social 
Club 08713 100000 
Twisted wheel Gatecrasher 
0115910 1101 
SHEFFIELD 

Disaster Plan B 02 Academy 
08707712000 
Dreadzone Leadmill 0114 2212828 
Jody Has A Hit list 02 Academy 2 
0870 7712000 
SOUTHAMPTON 

Love Amongst Ruin/lnnercity 
Pirates Joiners 023 8022 5612 
WOLVERHAMPTON 

Adrian Edmondson & The Bad 
Shepherds Robin 2 01902 497860 
Mike Peters Slade Room 
0870 3207000 
YORK 

Screaming Females Stereo 
01904 612237 
Youngblood Brass Band Fibbers 
01904 651250 

’ £ 

Ellie Goulding, 02 

Academy, Glasgow 
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Wiley, V Academy 
Birmingham 

GIG GUIDE 

MONDAY 
November 1 

TUESDAY 
November 2 

Ä 

BIRMINGHAM 
Wiley/JME/Fugatlve 02 Academy 

0870771 2000 

BRIGHTON 
Screaming Females The Hope 

01273723 568 

BRISTOL 
The Chap/Dlnosaur Outfit Fleece 

01179450996 

Jody Has A Hit list 02 Academy 2 

0870771 2000 

US Glrls/Sylvester Angfang/ 

Hellvete Croft 0117 987 4144 

CAMBRIDGE 
Manic Street Preachers/British Sea 

Power Com Exchange 01223 357851 

CARDIFF 
Cancer Bats Clwb Ifor Bach 

02920232199 

The Strange Death Of Liberal 

England Buffalo Bar 02920 310312 

EDINBURGH 
Imogen Heap HMV Picture House 

08448471740 

Little Comets Cabaret Voltaire 

0131220 6176 

EXETER 
Fenech-Soler Cavern Gub 

01392 495370 

GATESHEAD 
The Divine Comedy Sage Arena 

08707034555 

GLASGOW 
Dave Arcar! King Tut's Wah Wah Hut 

01412215279 

Ffehtlng With Wire Stereo 

0141576 5018 

Frances Thorburn The Arches 

01415651000 

A: 

i, 

BELFAST 
Lady Gaga Odyssey 028 9073 9074 

Mystery Jets Queens University 

02890973106 

Tlnie Tempah Queens University 

02890973106 

BIRMINGHAM 
I Blame Coco 02 Academy 2 

08707712000 

Jody Has a Hitlist 02 Academy 3 

08707712000 

Stornoway HMV Institute 

0844248 5037 

Sum 41/The Black Padfk/ 

Riverboat Gamblers 02 Academy 

0870771 2000 

BRIGHTON 
Fenech-Soler Audio 01273 624343 

Magnetic Man/Katy B Concorde 2 

01273673311 

The Strange Death Of Liberal 

England Resident Records 

01273 606 312 

The Strange Death Of Liberal 

England The Hydrant 01273 608313 

BRISTOL 
Brian Kennedy The Tunnels 

0117929 9008 
The Dillinger Escape Plan 02 

Academy 0870 7712000 

Distorted Breed/Blg Num Fleece 

0117945 0996 

Dragster Croft 0117 987 4144 

!’! Thekla 08713 10O000 

CAMBRIDGE 
Gary War Portland Arms 

01223357268 

CARDIFF 
MEN Buffalo Bar 02920 310312 

Tiger Please/Foxy Shazam Clwb Ifor 

Bach 02920232199 

EDINBURGH 
Happy Birthday Sneaky Pete's 

01312251757 

Marina And The Diamonds/ 

Thecocknbullkid HMV Picture House 

0844 8471740 

Paloma Faith/Eliza Doolittle Corn 

Exchange 0131 4430404 

Universal You/Wombstock Voodoo 

Rooms 0131 556 7060 

EXETER 
Xlsforeyes/Vlolent Virtues Cavern 

Club 01392 495370 
GATESHEAD 
Imogen Heap Sage Arena 

08707034555 

GLASGOW 
Doghouse Roses Stereo 0141 576 5018 

Esben And The Wltch/Dry The River 

Captain's Rest 0141 331 2722 

Foals/Pet Moon/Toro Y Mol Royal 

Concert Hall 0141 353 8000 

Love Amongst Ruin/lnnerclty 

Pirates Cathouse 0141 248 6606 

Parkway Drlve/Comeback 

Kld/Bleedlng Through 02 ABC 

08709033444 

Happy Birthday Captain's Rest 

01413312722 

Marina & The Diamonds/ 

Thecocknbullkid Old Fruitmarket 

01412875511 

LEEDS 
Micah P Hinson Brudenell Social dub 

01132435866 

!!! Cockpit 0113 244 3446 
LIVERPOOL 
James Yulll/Sitver Columns Mojo 

0844 549 9090 

6 Day Riot Masque 0151 707 6171 

LONDON 
dd/mm/yyyy Windmill 

020 86710700 

Alice Cooper Roundhouse 

020 74827318 

Ange Boxall/Benjamin Folke 

Thomas The Lexington 020 7837 5387 

Ariel Pink’s Haunted Graffiti Garage 

02076071818 

Bastard Child Death Cult The Gaff 

02076093063 

Big Boi HMV Forum 020 7344 0044 

Catherine Feeny/Come Gather 

Round Us Luminaire 020 7372 7123 

Dan Le Sac Vs Scrooblus Pip 

02 Shepherds Bush Empire 

08707712000 

Dead Jerichos Hope & Anchor 

0207354 1312 

Denis Jones Queen Of Hoxton 

02074220958 

Flndo Gask The Fly 0870 907 0999 

Francis Neve Wilmington Arms 

020 78371384 

Gaoler’s Daughter Bull & Gate 

02074855358 

Kill It Kid Borderline 020 7734 5547 

Ussle Heaven 020 7930 2020 

Otis Gibbs Slaughtered Lamb 

020 8682 4080 

O’Casan Monto Water Rats 

02078374412 

Stuntmen Dublin Castle 

020 74851773 

Xlu Xiu/Zola Jesus/Former Ghosts 

XOYO 020 7729 5959 

Youngblood Brass Band Scala 

02078332022 

MANCHESTER 
The Dooble Brothers 02 Apollo 

0870 401 8000 

Sum 41 Academy 0161 832 1111 

Zomble*Zomble Islington Mill 

08712301094 

NORWICH 
There For Tomorrow Waterfront 

01603632717 

NOTTINGHAM 
Delphic Gatecrasher 0115 910 1101 

The Dillinger Escape Plan Rescue 

Rooms 0115 958 8484 

I Blame Coco Bodega Social Club 

08713100000 

Nouvelle Vague Rock City 

08713100000 

Orchestral Manoeuvres In The Dark 

Royal Centre 0115 948 2525 

OXFORD 
One Night Only 02 Academy 

08707712000 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
Paloma Falth/Ellza Doolittle Civic 

Hall 01902552121 

Voodoo six Slade Room 

08703207000 

Sondura King Tut’s Wah Wah Hut 

01412215279 

ThemfYouth Nice’n’Sleazy 

0141333 9637 

LEEDS 
Egyptian Hip Hop Brudenell Social 

Club 0U3 243 5866 

Ellie Goulding/Sunday Girl/Bright 

Light Bright Light 02 Academy 

0870771 2000 

Flood Of Red The Well 0113 2440474 

LIVERPOOL 
Akala 02 Academy 2 0870 771 2000 

The Drums 02 Academy 

08707712000 

Field Musk Mojo 0844 549 9090 

Fighting with wire Shipping Forecast 

0871230 1094 

LONDON 
ÍLIKETRAÍNS 100 Club 020 7636 0933 

Apolcaiyptlca HMV Forum 

02073440044 

The Black Keys/The Walkmen 02 

Academy Brixton 0870 771 2000 

Casiotone For The Painfully Alone 

Luminaire 020 7372 7123 

Celilo Monto Water Rats 

02078374412 

De Staat/Hedonlacs Barfly 

08709070999 

Ice Sea Dead People/Kld Pang/ 

Everyone To The Anderson Queen Of 

Hoxton 020 7422 0958 

Little Fish/Awolnation Old Blue Last 

020 76132478 

Midlake Roundhouse 020 7482 7318 

My First Tooth Old Queen’s Head 

020 7354 9993 

The Ocean’s Eyes/Tomorrow 

Belongs To Us Hope & Anchor 

020 7354 1312 

One Night Only Heaven 

02079302020 

Ragz/The Muel Slaughtered Lamb 

020 8682 4080 

Rodrigo Y Gabriela 02 Shepherds 

Bush Empire 0870 771 2000 

RumerTabernade 020 7243 4343 

Standard Planets/safarl Buffalo Bar 

020 73596191 

Telllson The Lexington 020 7837 5387 

Terminal Sick/Bloodwrath Dublin 

Castle 020 7485 1773 

The Terror Pigeon Dance Revolt! 

Madame Jojo's 020 7734 2473 
Wiley/Fugative/JME KOKO 

020 7388 3222 

MANCHESTER 
Big Bol Ritz 0161 236 4355 

Broken Records Deaf Institute 

0161330 4019 

Gold Teeth Deaf Institute 

0161 330 4019 

James Yulll/Silver Columns Ruby 

Lounge 0161 834 1392 

Meursault Star & Garter 

01612736726 

Nouvelle Vague Academy 

01618321111 

There ForTomorrow/Me Vs Hero 

Academy 3 0161 832 1111 

NEWCASTLE 
Micah P Hinson Cluny 0191 230 4474 

NORWICH 
Ironik Waterfront 01603 632717 

Takeda Arts Centre 01603 660352 

OXFORD 
Sam Amidon Jericho Tavern 

01865311775 

Yann Tiersen 02 Academy 

0870771 2000 

O2 customers can get Priority Tickets to thousands of gigs nationwide 
up to 48 hours before general release. Just registerato2priority.co.uk 
When Priority Tickets are gone, they're gone. Terms apply. 2 
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THE LEGENDARY 
NME CROSSWORD 
TAXING THE FINEST MINDS IN ROCK’N’ROLL FOR SIX DECADES 

Compiled by Trevor Hungerford 

_ A BAG OF 
NME SWIG 

2 4 6 

8 

7 

9 10 

CLUES ACROSS 
1 Arcade Fire will be seeing the light of day (5-2-5) 
7-60 Radiohead will be out like a light, at the end 
of the day (2-2-5) 
9+10A Lousy tour, Doug, I untruthfully say with this 
2008 Number One album... (3-3-4-4) 
11 ...Having been performed by this band (5) 
12+3OA Regarding the present of a 
Paul Weller album (2-2-3) 
13+29D Possibly choked after taking an 
’E’ with Primal Scream (4-3) 
14 (See 25 across) 
15 An impulsive headlong rush to get album by 
The Doobie Brothers (8) 
18 Take-offs of '60s soul group that featured 
Curtis Mayfield (11) 
21 Rapper, who's seen ‘Better Days', is in 
poorest quality (1-1) 
23 Mercury Prize winners in 2008 (5) 

24 Albums ‘The - is Yours’ by Ian Brown or 
The- Won’t Listen’ by The Smiths (5) 
26 A bit foolish to have named one of The 
Raveonettes (3) 
29 (See 13 across) 
31 Andrew —, American who had to ‘Party Hard' (1-1) 

Normal NME terms and conditions apply, 
available at NME.COM/terms. 

IS 12 

15 16 

13 

25+14A"0h, ~ ■t what Hike to do he 
doesn t/He's his family's pride and joy, his mother's 
little golden boy”, 1980 (2-7-6) 
26+33A “This party is overrated, but there ain't 
shit else to do”, 2005 (4-5) 
27 Single connection between Foo Fighters 
and Jay-Z (1-1-1) 
28 Placebo album in a doomed situation (4) 
30 (See 12 across) 
32 This gave Vampire Weekend their break (7) 
33 (See 26 across) 

Simply cut out the crossword and send It, along 
with your name, address and email, marking the 
envelope with the issue date, before Tuesday, 
November 2, 2010, to the following address: 
Crossword, NME, 4th Floor, Blue Fin Building, 
110 Southwark Street, London SEI OSU. 

First correct one out of the hat wins a bag of CDs, 
T-shirts and books! 

28 

23 

26 

19 120 21 

|3 128 122 

30 

38 

138 25 

35 

27 

32 33 

136 

38 129 

CLUES DOWN 
1 Energetic performance from Kings of Leon (11) 
2 Reggae artist seen turning up at usual bogs (8-5) 
3 Emily sour about getting a piece of Octopus (4-5) 
4 Some surprise expressed at agreement for The 
Subways to do a number (2-4) 
5 Someone who gets pleasure out of going places 
to see Athlete (7) 
6 (See 7 across) 
8 They went for ‘Another Girl Another Planet’ (4-4) 
16 Intense unhappiness caused by Soul Asylum (6) 
17 Americans who would utter ‘More Than Words' 
to the uttermost (7) 
19 Sooner or later it’ll be The Strokes (7) 
20 Harps on about missing word from Tom Waits’ 
album *■ -, Brawlers, Bawlers & Bastards’ (7) 
22 Forename of musicians Rush, Spann and 
Redding (4) 

132 

OCTOBER 2 ANSWERS 
ACROSS 
1-6A Wonderful Life, 8 OutKast, 9 Barking, 11 Envy, 12 Drums, 17-31A stainless Style, 18 Cowboy 
Junkies, 22 Hole, 24 Air, 26 Ten, 27+13A Take That, 28 Kiss Me, 32 War, 33+16A Ready Or Not. 

DOWN 
1 who we Touch, 2 Native New Yorker, 3-23A Evan Dando, 4 Futures, 5 La Bamba, 6 Lore, 
7 Faithless, 10 Gates, 14 Strokes, 15 Antidotes, 19 led, 20 Nina Sky, 24 Andy, 25 Slew, 29 Ira, 
30-210 Mr Writer. 

130 I BO 

133 

SEVEN INCH STORIES by phillip marsden 
' SO, IF THEY'RE going TO |t£-
RttEASE IMD ON THE RUN, 
Docs twat mean they'll ee 

< Fugitives again 7 

WELL, THEY WERE ON THE RUN, 
THEN PRESUMABLY CAPTURED, 
AND NOW THEY'RE BEING 
U RE-RELEASED. -- • 

SUDDENLY! 
nobody 

KNOWS I'M 
. HERS ! 

wow, who are you hiding from, Paul? 
CRAZED FANS ? the TAXMAN ? 

WHAT ?/ 
I DON'T 
FOLLOW 

You're 
an idiot 

I? 

GOU) SOUHbZ 

7 

< NAH, I N 
Just told a 
Bicycle courier 
to go Fuck 

< himself/ ? 

w
a
s
 ’
N
j
a
j
u
f
 

*< 

3 
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THE AFTERSHOW 

continue in the experimental 
vein of ‘Congratulations’ in 
the hope of shedding the 
more fickle fans? - KK 

a 

From: Emily Collinson 
To: NME, Christian Barnett 
I’d love them to change it 
again so it sounds like 
neither of the previous two -
that’s why I love this band so 
much. If they did change 
their style again, I think 
they’d be able to leave some 
of these idiots behind. 

Web flinging 
The highlight of this week’s NME.COM blogs 

From: Christian Barnett 
To: Emily Collinson, NME 
I like ‘Congratulations’ more 
so I would prefer them to 
continue making less 
‘popular’ music if it doesn’t 
get played on radio so much. 

STALKER 
From: Bryony, Brighton 
To: NME 
I was lucky enough to meet 
Carl after his Brighton gig. 
Loved the new material 
(and the old). Lovely guy. 

IPC SUB¬ 
EDITORS 
DICTATE 
OUR YOOF 
From: Kate Morgan 
To: NME 
Just a little note to point out 
that it would be lovely to 
one day be able to read a 
magazine without vomiting 
at the poor use of grammar. 
The front cover of NME from 
the 9th of October should 
read ‘Mumford’s Mania!’ [sic 
- Ed] After that initial 
bewilderment as to weather 
[sic - Ed] any of you did your 
GCSEs, let alone finished 
primary school, I went on to 
start reading your review of 
Sufjan Stevens’ ‘The Age Of 
Adz’. A sentence in the 
second paragraph reads: 
“The Apocalypse - it’s a 
earth shattering..." I hope 
you know your fundamental 
mistake. Please seek help. 

From: NME 
To: Kate Morgan, 
NME subs desk 
Subs, kan yoo veryfi Kaytes 
complaynt play’z? - KK 

From: NME subs desk 
To: NME, Kate Morgan 
We refuse to discuss issues 
of grammar with someone 
who doesn’t even know the 
difference between 
‘weather’ and ‘whether’. 
Please seek help. 

SOUL ON 
THE DOLE 
From: Sam Evans 
To: NME 
A few days ago the 
government introduced new 
plans to cut uni funding and 
remove the cap on fees, just 
one of many recent cuts to 
things like child benefits. As 
someone who manages to 

be interested in both music 
and politics I can see there’s 
a strong correlation between 
a shiftier country and a 
healthier music scene. The 
last time there was serious 
political unrest was during 
Margaret Thatcher’s reign 
and out of that came one of 
the best decades for music 
ever, with bands such as The 
Smiths, The Jam and U2 
before they turned shit So 
with even the government 
admitting that the next few 
years aren’t going to be easy 
we can only hope that we 
get our fair share of 
revolutionary new bands out 
of the deal. 

From: NME 
To: Sam Evans 
Even though I wasn't born 
until ’85 1 see your point 
Sam, though it’s one I’m not 
100 per cent sure I agree 
with. If poverty and a sense 
of powerlessness are vital to 
the production of great 
music, would you like me to 
come round yours with a 
gang of brutes while you 
watch us load all your 
possessions into a van? You 
never know, it could turn 
you into the new Bono! - KK 

WOMAN 
O’WAR 
From: Sarah H 
To: NME 
How good are Warpaint? All 
anyone mentions is how hot 
they are, but the reality is 
they’re the best new band to 
come out this year. I have no 
idea how you’d describe 
their music, which is 
testament to just how 
special it is. Actually maybe 
I’ll have a go: psychedelic¬ 
white-witch-punk-prog? 

From: NME 
To: Sarah H 
Do Warpaint appeal to all of 
the senses? I wonder what 
they smell like? - KK 

WHO SHOULD 
SORT OUT 
THE TALIBAN? 
Captain James Blunt is heading back to 
the frontline. According to a story out today, 
the army officer turned housewives’ 
favourite has booked a ticket to Afghanistan 
this Christmas so he can “sing the Taliban 
into surrender”. The goofy crooner is taking 
his back catalogue to the caves in an attempt 
to bring this long and bloody conflict to a 
close. Can even the most entrenched 
insurgent handle a full set of tracks from 
‘Back To Bedlam’ without screaming for 
mercy? It’s a bold move, one reminiscent of 
the playlist of misery tracks the US Army use 
to drive inmates at military prisons insane 
(Eminem, Metallica, the Sesame Street theme 
tune). Who do you think we should sent out 
to join Blunty? 
Read Tim Chester’s blog in full on NME.COM 

Best of the responses... 
Send Cher Lloyd out there! 
Marcel, Leeds 

Send RATM, they may just 
see enough terror in modem 
war to write a new album. J 

I’d love to read Kanye West’s 
tweets after he’d spent a 

week or so out there. 
Theamazingjt 

I reckon you should tell 
Dappy to go out there 
because he’s well ’ard and if 
you tell him the Taliban are 
actually his own fans he 
won’t have a problem 
chucking bottles at them 

and shooting paintballs 
into them. Dave 

I think 50 Cent has an 
Xbox game set in Iraq, 
try him out. 
Mojorising 

Insane Clown Posse. 
Megwu 

ART COLLEGE 
DROP-OUT 
From: Fergal Hunter 
To: NME 
What’s up with Kanye West?! 
Have you SEEN the artwork 
he’d planned to use for the 
cover of his new album?! 
Him, naked, straddled by 
some kind of large-breasted 
female creature with angel 
wings, vampire fangs and a 
Dalmatian’s tail?! SITTING 
ON THE COUCH AND 
SMILING WITH A BOTTLE OF 
BEER IN HIS HAND?! And 
then he has the gall to moan 
about his record company 
banning it... I don’t know 
what’s wrong with you, 
Kanye, but you must be a 
SICK PERV or a COMEDIAN 
because my dick hasn’t 
laughed this hard in AGES. 

From: NME 
To: Fergal Hunter 
Thanks for your letter, but I 
have to disagree with you -
painter George Condo’s 
album art for West’s album 
‘My Beautiful Dark Twisted 

Fantasy’ isn’t just remarkably 
apt given that title, it’s the 
best LP art I’ve seen in years. 
I like the way it’s smeared, 
too: like an impressionist’s 
haff-remembered wet dream. 
Doesn’t that sound good to 
you, Fergal? Are you nutty, 
Fergal? I’m on my way round 
yours now, and I've a certain 
vampire-fanged model in 
tow. We’re gonna see if we 
can’t interrobang some 
answers out of you - KK 

STALKER 
From: Anil and Tom 
To: NME 
We bumped into Mick Jones 
at Glastonbury. Here’s a 
picture of the three of us. 

THAT’S THOSE 
CHRISTMAS 

GIFTS SORTED, 
THEN! GIVE 
NME FOR JUST 
£74.99 FOR THE 
YEAR, SAVING 
YOU 36% ON 
THE FULL 

COVER PRICE 
Call 0844 848 0848 and quote code ANTT 

or go to magazinesdirect.com/iteg 
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