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e Hip-hop’s high rollers



| ) Nationwide

Building Society

— 2100 for you,
- £100 for a friend ¢}

If you're a Nationwide member, recommend us
to a friend and if they switch their current account
to us within 90 days, you’ll share £200.
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15 million members building society, nationwide

. —

CURRENT ACCOUNT You're a Nationwide member if you have a current account, savings account or mortgage with us. All the
friend needs to do is fully switch their current account to us and move at least two Direct Debits. They must

SWITCH . . . e

GUARANTEE choose a FlexPlus, FlexDirect or FlexAccount current account. And they need to complete their switch within

90 days of your recommendation. Other conditions apply. You and your friend must be 18 or over.

Information correct as at 21.12.17.
Nationwide Building Society. Head Office: Nationwide House, Pipers Way, Swindon, Wiltshire SN38 TNW.
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The NME review
of Ezra Furman’s
‘Transangelic
Exodus’ p27

ello...

THERE ARE JUST FIVE
days to go until the VO5 NME
Awards 2018, which means

| write this in a week filled
with frantic phone calls, last-
minute firefighting and not
much sleep. But it’s worth it
— this year’s event could well
be the best one yet. Yep,
we're all looking forward to
Liam Gallagher being
crowned Godlike Genius, but
this week we’ve announced
two more special awards to
be handed out on the big
night. The mighty Boy Better
Know will be getting the NME
Innovation Award, and
ultimate badass and Garbage
lead singer Shirley Manson
will be getting an NME Icon
trophy. In their own ways,
BBK and Shirley are fearless,
thrilling artists who’ve shaped
the music scene as we know

. COVER STORY | SN FEATURES ‘=
it, and these awards are the

rightful recognition of their
impact and influence. If you
didn’t manage to get hold of
tickets to the ceremony, don’t
worry. From 7pm on NME.com
and Facebook you can catch

: Ezra Furman
~~ “There is a condition called

\ransangelicism. It involves growing
,wings and turning into an angel.”

N Migos
'_-\'L‘\‘_It’s the king of clout. It’s the realest s**t
tl'\'_t_never was wrote. The greatest piece of

'\\_\‘a‘gt ever witnessed in this era today.”
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the whole thing live. It all
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happens on February 14. \ -~ = 7
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you love?
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Passion for life

Renault CLIO Urban Nav

A clever choice is always more attractive

e
0% APR representative, from £149 per month®'

The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (I/100km) for Clio Urban Nav TCe 90 are Urban 49.6 (5.7);
Extra Urban 68.9 (4.1); Combined 60.1 (4.7); The official CO, emissions are 105 g/km. Figures are obtained for
comparative purposes in accordance with EU legislation and may not reflect real-life driving results.

**Clio Urban Nav TCe 90 finance offer based on 36 paymentsat £149 with £5,030 deposit and an optional final payment of £5,83 1. Finance provided by Renault Finance, PO Box 495, Watford, WD17
1BR. Subject to status. Guarantees and indemnities may be required: You must be a UK resident (excluding the Channel Islands) and over 18. Offer based on 6,000 miles pa, excess
mileage 8p per mile inc VAT. Terms and conditions apply. Model shown with optional Renault i.d. metallic paint at £650. Offers cannot be used with other schemes or finance offers. Prices
and offers shown are available on specified new vehicles only. *Insurance offer available on purchases of Clio (excluding Expression and Renault Sport) when purchased through Renault
Finance. Private retail customers only, aged 21-79 and permanent residents of the UK for a minimum of two years: Terms, conditions and exclusions apply. Must hold a full UK driving
licence and have earnt a minimum of one year's no claims discount. Offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other Renault UK promotion. View the policy document at
renaultcarinsurance.co.uk/docs. Renault Car Insurance provided by Original Insurance Services, registered in England and Wales No. 05686831 at Batchworth House, Church Street,
Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire, WD3 1JE. Underwritten by Allianz Insurance plc, registered in England No. 84638 at 57 Ladymead, Guildford, Surrey, GU1 1DB. Allianz Insurance plc
is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority (Financial Services Register
No. 121849). See full terms and conditions at renault.co.uk/freeinsurance. Order by 31st March 2018 and register by 30th June 2018. Participating dealers only.



AGENDA

WHAT EVERYONE’S TALKING ABOUT THIS WEEK

Hat’s off

James Bay is back with a brand-new track, and
he’s got his hair out. What the hell is going on

WHAT DOES
THE NEW STUF
SOUND LIKE?

“It’s a departure from what I've
done. If I'm not moving forward
I’m standing still and standing
still is pretty boring. The first
album for me was everything

= from Ryan Adams to Bruce

~ Springsteen and Kings Of

< Leon, but | loved Prince and

5 Michael Jackson and LCD

> Soundsystem but it wasn’t as
T relevant to that music. So

+ coming out of touring ‘Chaos

And The Calm’, one of the most
© exciting things for me was being
able to really dive head first into

S those influences and more.

~ I’know I'm late to this party but
U Frank Ocean’s ‘Channel

T Orange’ is an incredible album,
that did loads for me.”

OES HE
LOOK DIFFEREN

“When you make a certain
sound and look your thing, it
makes it all the more impactful
o drop that and start with
a new thing. So | cut my hair off
and lost the hat. It felt only
natural to me to tear that canvas
[down and put a new one up.
hat’s where so many of my
avourite artists, from Bowie to
Michael Jackson, they were
chameleons and liked to
reinvent themselves.”

HO’S ELSE HAS
ORKED ONIT?
“It still feels mad to say it but
he esteemed Paul Epworth
(Adele, Florence + The
Machine) heard this music and
he called me up and he said, ‘|
really love it!” He came in and
really helped sprinkle the last bit
of fairy dust across the music.”

James Bay’s new tune, ‘Wild
Love’, is out now. He plays
Brixton Electric on March 14.
Tickets are on sale now




Get IPhone SE at the UK's
owest monthly price

with no upfront costs

& iPhone &

\/ Free Unlimited Calls and Texts \/ Roll and share your unused
for Sky TV customers data for up to 3 years

Not got Sky TV? Join from £20 a month
To join Sky Mobile call 0800 759 0609

£20 standard set-up fee for new Sky TV customers

Offer not available online. Subject to status and credit check. 30-month interest free loan required. Data Plan required for duration of Swap plan, subject to 12-month minimum term. Option available to buy
phone without aloan. See sky.com/swaphelp for details. Phone subject to availability. 18+. Lowest monthly price: Comparison of Swap24 pricing for iPhone SE over 24 months with 500MB of data against published
standard pricing available from competitors selling the phone and airtime on monthly contracts without upfront costs (combined monthly package or separate device and airtime plans). Other operators offer
24-month contract or loan terms. Only Sky offers Pay as You Use calls and texts (other operators include calls and texts). Direct Debit required. Correct at 16 January 2018. £10 per month (pm) offer: Includes
£0 pm data plan with 500MB (1GB with double data offer) and unlimited calls and texts. Roll: Redeem data in 1GB increments. Free Unlimited Calls and Texts: Will end on cancellation of TV subscription and
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policy at sky.com/mobileterms Sky TV: New 18-month minimum term. Sky TV General: Separate contracts apply to Sky TV and Sky Mobile. Non-standard set-up may cost extra. Weekend set-up £10 extra. Prices
may vary if you live in a flat. You must get any consents required (e.g. landlord’s). UK, Channel Islands and Isle of Man residential customers only. Further terms apply. Correct at 5 February 2018.
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Stefflon Don

and Skepta

will play live..

They’ll do ‘Ding-A-Ling’,
and it’ll be amazing

ON FEBRUARY 14,

Stefflon Don will join Skepta

on stage at the O2 Academy

Brixton, and the pair will

perform their hugely sick 2017

collaboration ‘Ding-A-Ling’.
The track is nominated in the

Best Collaboration category,

supported by VOS5, alongside

Craig David and Bastille (for

‘Il Know You’), Courtney Barnett
and Kurt Vile (‘Continental
Breakfast’), Gorillaz and
Jehnny Beth (‘We Got The
Power’), Lily Allen and Giggs
(“Trigger Bang’) and Yungen
and Yxng Bane (‘Bestie’).

Also performing will be
arena-fillers Alt-J, massively
buzzy new band Pale Waves
and this year’s Godlike Genius,
Liam Gallagher, who will play
five tunes to end the night.

ou can livestream the whole
ceremony on February 14,
including red-carpet arrivals
and performances from

Stefflon Don and Skepta,
Alt-J, Pale Waves and
Godlike Genius Award winner
Liam Gallagher, here:
acebook.com/nmemagazine

AGENDA

...and Shirley
Manson will
receive this
year’s Ilcon
Award

Bow down to
the Garbage
singer’s majesty

SINGER, ACTOR AND
activist Shirley Manson
will be honoured for her
inspirational contribution
to music and beyond. “I
am shocked but delighted
to be recognised with this
award,” she says. “l read
NME religiously as a
young teen and into
adulthood. | will always be
grateful for their support
in being one of the first
British publications to
help break Garbage back
in 1995. So yeah...

I’'m chuffed.”

Alongside her life in
music, activism remains
an integral focus of
Shirley’s career. From
teaming up with animal
rights organisation PETA
to create a series of
campaigns against the
use of fur in fashion to
working with MAC
make-up to create a
Viva Glam line in honour
of international AIDS
research funding and
working with various
LGBTQ charities, Shirley is
a maverick who has used
her fame to help others.
She’s also worked with
children’s cancer charity
Pablove and Girls Rock
- an international initiative
that encourages girls from
all socio-economic
backgrounds to get
involved in music.




AGENDA

STEALING PI1Z

AT THE VO5

NME AWARDS
They’re nominated for Best February 2017
Music Video at the VO5 NME
Awards 2018, for ‘Sucker’
- the perfect finale to their
greatest ever year. Here are
the standout moments

Fern: “It’s kind of a sad
story really.”
uliette: “We kind of talked our
ay into it and stood at the
back and kept trying to get into
he bit where the tables were
but we couldn’t get in because
e weren’t VIPs. At the end of
he night we got into it, and just
ate everyone else’s pizza that
as left over.”
Fern: “There were whole boxes
of pizza — Domino’s - just, like,
ull. And to be fair it didn’t even
look tampered with.”
uliette: “Oh, it was delicious.
And then we mineswept and
ook a bottle of tequila

The Big Moon (top to bottom):
Soph Nathan, Juliette
Jackson, Fern Ford,
Celia Archer

A shiny new box
not just for shiny
new customers

Free upgrade to the V6 box for
our TV bundle customers

* Record 6 shows while you watch
a 7th recorded earlier

» Watch recordings around your
home on a mobile or tablet

*» Search for shows and start apps
lightning-fast

Search Virgin TV

Available to existing customers with Virgin TV and Fibre without a V6 box and limited to one upgrade per household via QuickStart self-install. Subject to availability. Delivery may exceed 30 days. Requires HD TV.



DRINKING BIG
MOONSHINE
AT GLASTONBURY

June 2017

EXAM|NAT|ONS Fern: “My mother came.
QAT THE MERCUR And my godmother.”
AWARDS . Juliette: “We weren’t
September 2017 : gutted not to win...” SPICE GIRLS

\ “Fern: “...because there They’ve announced a
Juliette: “Being nominated are far more losers proper reunion! Where did
\was amazing; playing at the than winners.” we put our Buffalo boots?
ceremony on TV was really Juliette: “I felt like we won
terrifying. | feel really proud of  just being nominated, really.”
us for doing that and not Fern: “We got a thing
falling to pieces.” as well.”
Fern: “There were so many Juliette: “A trophy. It’s
moments where | was just heavy, really heavy. I've
like, ‘Just play the notes and got it.” RIHANNA
don’t f**k it up’. When | looked  Fern: “l saw it on Sunday Asked Theresa May to
out into the crowd all | saw and there’s some weird s**t fund education in poor
\was people at tables either on it. You’ve probably given countries. TM is yet to
trying to look like they were it a polish.” tweet back. FFS Theresa.
paying attention, or people Juliette: “It is a bit dirty.
having a really nice time, and I’'m so sorry. | will look after ‘ .
it felt like they were all kind of it better.”
examiners. That was in my
head the entire time.” The Big Moon’s debut
Juliette: “It was great. It was album, ‘Love In The 4th
Dimension’, is out now

uliette: “It’s a lot like crunk
juice, if you’ve had that before.
It’s like Fernet-Branca mixed
ith bleach. We drank a lot of
Fernet-Branca at Glastonbury.”

Fern: “| didn’t drink any of that.”
uliette: “You drank one shot
of it and were like, ‘What is this,
| think this is poison, | think this
a cleaning product’.”
Fern: “Why did you drink it?”

uliette: “Because it was free.
Fern: “Juliette also wore
a colander on her head.”
uliette: “Oh yeah. | wanted to
dress like an astronaut. | don’t
hy. | couldn’t get hold of
a helmet, and | couldn’t think
how to make one that didn’t

look s**t, so | was like, ‘I could
do the pasta thing’. And yes,
| brought my own colander.
Actually was one of my
housemates’. | didn’t tell him
and | did bring it home.”

COOPER. PHOTOS: JENN FIVE
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Delivering Awesome

Selected recordings available to watch on compatible iOS/Amazon Fire/Android devices. Virgin TV Control app and WiFi required. Legal stuff applies. PAW Patrol ©2017 Spin Master. All Rights Reserved.
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album of the month
nils frahm
all melody

franz ferdinand
always ascending

django django
marble skies

field music
open here

black rebel
motorcycle club
wrong creatures

tune-yards

i can feel you creep
into my private life
nightmares on wax _
shape the future

turin brakes
invisible storm
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calexico

the threaq that
eeps us

they might
be giants
i like fun

fopp stores

bristol college green // cambridge sidney st
edinburgh rose st // glasgow union st & byres rd

london covent garden // manchester brown st
nottmgham broadmarsh shopping centre

@ @ foppofficial
oxford gloucester green

Formats subject to availability, while stocks last.
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While THE HEADLINERS IT WON’T BREAK IT’S BALMY AF
Glastonbury’s ARE AMAZING THE BANK There are many |NMUS|C
away, here are five  The top billing at this Not only is a three-day reasons INmusic FESTIVAL
reasons you should year’s INmusic festival festival ticket for INmusic  appeals more than
head to Zagreb’s will satisfy any fan of just €53 (£46.50) until British festivals, but Lake Jarun,
dreamy INmusic guitar music. Over inthe ~ March 30, prices for food perhaps the best is Zagreb, Croatia
festival to play gothic rock corner, and drink are absurdly that you’re virtually June 25-27
headliners Nick Cave low. You can get a pint guaranteed sunshine,

IT’S AS GOOD & The Bad Seeds will for just £2, while an warmth and amazing LINE-UP

AS GLASTO be strutting their stuff average stir-fry meal will  views here. Croatia’s HIGHLIGHTS:
Now in its 13th year, following a huge stadium  cost just £3-4. A steal. largest open-air festival Queens Of The Stone
INmusic traditionally tour during 2017. is held on three islands Age, Nick Cave &
takes place on the Frank Carter & The IT'S NOT JUST A in Zagreb’s Lake Jarun, The Bad Seeds,
penultimate weekend of Rattlesnakes are repping MUSIC FESTIVAL meaning festivalgoers The Kills, David
June, but this year it's punk-rock, while Alison If you fancy a longer are treated to daytime Byrne, Frank Carter
been moved back a Mosshart and Jamie holiday, a seven-day temperatures of 25°C, & The Rattlesnakes,
week while Glastonbury Hince’s The Kills have camping pass will set exclusive beaches all Alice In Chains, St
has its fallow year. Don’t  indie-rock covered. On you back just £30, during  around the festival site Vincent, Portugal.
feel blue about the lack top of that, witness living  which time you can and a stunning walk from The Man
of Glasto good times: rock gods Queens Of The head out on awesome the campsite to stages TICKETS: £46.50 for
this is the perfect Stone Age, art-rock excursions. Activities over an Insta-ready 100ft three days. £30
opportunity to try one queen St Vincent, such as kayaking and pontoon bridge. Get in. separately for seven
of the best European ‘Feel It Still’ hitmakers .city tours cost between days’ camping.
estivals out there. @Portugal. The Man, [ €40-€60 (£35-£53) and

i B grunge legends Alice In take advantage of the

) Al Chains, and Talking © festival’s breathtaking
IMlHeads’ David Byrne, {84, Croatian surroundings.
M §who’s on the cusp of ¥ : ;

'wreleasing yet another
'incredible album,
i r‘American Utopia’.

k m‘ﬂ_‘l




Add over 400 of our latest Box Sets
to new Sky Entertainment

THE TUNNEL (SIS | BINCAL

Series | Series 1to 6

Box Sets

Start with bigger than £20 N ~ Add our amazing +£5 B

ever Sky Entertainment ~ AMONTH collection of Box Sets A MONTH
v Over 100 channels not available on free-to-air TV v/ Discover over 400 Box Sets, there's
v/ Get big screen dramas, comedies, and something for everyone
now documentaries v New shows added every week
v/ Enjoy awide range of Catch Up TV v/ Uninterrupted episodes with no ad breaks

New and existing customers ,

Search ‘Sky TV’ or call 0800 759 1408 =

All Sky Q kit is loaned to you at no cost and must be returned at the end of your subscription. £20 standard set-up for new Sky TV customers.

Africa’s Deadliest © National Geographic Channels. Elementary © 2017 CBS Broadcasting Inc. All Rights Reserved. Madam Secretary © 2017 CBS Studios Inc. Supergirl © Warner Bros. Entertainment,
Inc. Scandal © 2017 American Broadcasting Companies, Inc. All rights reserved. Sky Entertainment: £20 pm with a new 18-month minimum term. Standard price applies when not signing up to a new
minimum term or outside of minimum term: £25 pm. Box Sets: Selection of shows/series available & varies each month. General: Subject to status. Upfront payment may be required. Prices may go
up during your contract. Non-standard set-up may cost extra. Weekend set-up £15 extra. Connect to TV using HDMI cable. You own the Sky dish. Prices may vary if you live in a flat. You must get any
consents required (e.g. landlord’s). UK residential customers only. Email address required so we can keep in touch about your services. Further terms apply. Correct at 19 January 2018.



BIG OPINIONS. NO FILTER.

THIS WEEK

| s**t you not:
Laura Marling
Is Britain’s
most important
songwriter

IT WAS A DECADE AGO

this month that one of the most
mind-blowing artists of this
generation released her
astonishing debut album and,
frankly, I’'m still not over it. Laura
Marling’s sublime ‘Alas, |
Cannot Swim’ came out just
three days after the songwriter
turned 18, and it announced the
arrival of a very singular talent.
Though already known as

a sometime member of Noah
And The Whale, a collaborator
with The Rakes, a woman with
Mumford & Sons as a backing
band and an artist who wasn’t
allowed into her own gigs
because she was too young,

she brought to the classic
sound of British folk music. In
the wake of the ultra-laddish
second wave of Britpop, with
The Kooks, Kaiser Chiefs and
Babyshambles leading the
tight-jeaned charge, Laura
Marling’s music offered a more
intimate kind of emotional
catharsis. Songs such as ‘My
Manic And I’, ‘Ghosts’ and
‘Night Terror’ channelled the
raw but delicate power of Joni
Mitchell and popped it into the
mind of a well-to-do teenager
from Hampshire. But despite
her clipped, Head Girl vocals,
these weren’t comfortable, nice

Marling and her record eclipsed “She rewrote the

all that had come before. It
wasn’t just her age and
precociousness that made
people take notice; it was the
moody experimentalism that

rulebook when it

came to British
women in pop”

T Ll E £

acoustic songs. Sure, they were
beautiful, but they were also
unsettling and eerie. Marling
wasn’t making sweet, mollifying
music but challenging the
expectations of young female
singer-songwriters. Standing
shoulder to shoulder with Kate
Nash, Lily Allen and Amy
Winehouse, she was rewriting
the rulebook when it came to
what British women in pop
music were supposed to be.
Six albums and 10 years
later, and Marling has more
than lived up to the promise laid
down by that first record. Last
year’s ‘Semper Femina’ is a
bold record but one that’s every

AGENDA

bit as left-of-centre as her
debut, picking apart the way
women see other women with
sharp intelligence and a
burning fire. Like all the best
artists, there’s so much more to
her than the music, too. We get
bright flashes of her character
in her excellent Reversal Of The
Muse podcast, which sees her
in conversation with a collection
of excellent women including
Haim, Dolly Parton and
producer Catherine Marks,
discussing the role of femininity
in creativity. Pop an episode on
now and bask in the glory of
Laura Marling and her brilliant
mind. @leoniemaycooper

Last W33K

Tour dates Lady Gaga
has cancelled —
IN NUMBERS London and Manchester
— due to “severe pain”.

Get well soon, Gaga.

including

17 1

Percentage score for
The Cloverfield Paradox
on Rotten Tomatoes.
In other words, it's
utter dogs**t.

Fab drag queen
Courtney Act beat
Ann Widdecombe to
come first in Celebrity
Big Brother. #queen

1

After 11 years Field
Day is moving to
south London and
Erykah Badu is
headlining. Huge.

13
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Open to GB residents aged 18+ only. ed in this advert, which will direct you to the promotional%qgite. Enter

full name, mobile number, d.o.b. ail address. VIO will be offerir i pairs ) A in Bri ) on 14.02.18 - this competitionwill opé'r?uw};.oz,
at 00:00 and end at 23:59 on 11.02.18. VOS5 will also offer 16 individual ti on i individual tickets (7 pairs) to@gl ards Show
in London on 01.03.18 - these latter two competitions will open 12.02.18 at 08:00 and end 15.02.18 at 23:59. Consumers entering the competitions for the Awards Shows will need to select w] the two
dates they would like to be considered for. Prize winners will be drawn & contacted by mobile phone on 12.02.1? or 13, for the NME Awards, and on 19.02.18 or 20.02.18 for the 2 x Awards Shows. No
purchase necessary. Entries limited to one per email address. No winner may win more than one prize. Each winner will 1 pair of tickets (2 individual tickets). Winners and their guests will need to be 18+
at the time of the event and bring photographic ID. For full terms and conditions visit www.promotions.uk.com/VO5NMEAwards. Promoter: Unilever UK LimiK;Springﬁeld Dr, Leatherhead, KT22 7GR.
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This pink duochrome film adds Sia’s the latest muso to have
some romance to your pics. a Viva Glam MAC lippie in
£18.99 her name.
VALENTINE’S DAY SPECIAL uk.polaroidoriginals.com £16.50 maccosmetics.co.uk
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Sounding out Place your Bets Leopard love Soul scent-sation
Woo your beau with some Lazy Oaf’s Betty Boop Fill this Ii’l animal print purse Jusbox’s Feather Supreme
slushy tunes from this Minirig collaboration is more fun than with money to lavish on your perfume is inspired by soul
Mini Bluetooth speaker. your last Tinder date. lover - or yourself. music and Aretha Franklin.
£99.95 minirigs.co.uk £125 lazyoaf.com £55 drmartens.com £140 selfridges.com

Who nose Chipping in Sweat it Smooth operators
Say it with septum jewellery Love fast food more than Channel some low-key V Day Karma is a spa treatment that
and offer the gift of dates? Send this card to your vibes with this red sweater involves two massage
sparkliness this Valentine’s. burger buddy. from streetwear dons Aries. therapists. Lush, indeed.
£18 regalrose.co.uk £4 urbanoutfitters.com £130 mrporter.com £225 Jush.com
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Petal power Pillow talk Rose tinted Ring ring
Send a bonny bunch of stems Couples obsessed with The Distilled in Highgate, London, This hefty silverwear is
through the letterbox of Beatles need these John and Sacred’s Rosehip Cup makes steeped in rock’n’roll history.
your beloved. Yoko pillows in their life. a banging Negroni. £125
£25 bloomandwild.com £14.95 nme.com/merch £29.50 boroughwines.co.uk thegreatfroglondon.com
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| AM THE NEW NIKON FULL FRAME D850. The powerful
combination of high speed and high resolution. With Nikon's 45.7MP
back-illuminated FX CMOS sensor and the speed of 9* fps shooting, the new
D850 unlocks a new world of opportunity. Whether you're shooting weddings
or landscapes, commercial, sports or fashion, with 1SO 64 to 25600,

GEAR OF THE YEAR

a class-leading optical viewfinder, 153-point AF, silent mode shooting, long e
battery life, 8K time-lapse** and full frame 4K UHD video, the D850 captures W
images and video you'd never have thought possible. Equip your new D850 AWARDS
with your prized NIKKOR lenses to capture more. Learn more at Nikon.co.uk el
WINNER

*Requires the optional MB-D18 Multi-Power Battery Pack, EN-EL-18a/b battery, BL-5 battery cover and MH-26a charger.
**Requires Interval Timer settings and 3rd party software. |



AGENDA

YOUR TOWN. YOUR MUSIC. YOUR STYLE

CHARLIE
SCUTTS )

20, student

Listening to:

DE LA SOUL

Afro Connections At

A Hi 5 (In The Eyes Of
The Hoodlum)

“I love their early stuff. It
was a more counter-
cultural style of hip-hop
that | can relate to.”

Wearing: Vintage
Harrington jacket, Carhartt
jumper, Topshop jeans,
» Adidas trainers.
k! Best thing about
Durham: “The river
is beautiful.”

-4
-

'

(JOHN-JOSEPH

WHITE

19, student z
[a}
'u'j

Listening to: g

MUMFORD & SONS r

Believe

“They were the first band
| got into properly. I've
been stuck on them

for ages.”

Wearing: Primark hat,
Topman coat, jumper
and jeans.

Best thing about
Durham: “The cathedral
usually has a great
market outside.”

LOWTHIN CLARA
18, busker . SEN'OR >
| 19, student
— Listening to: - |
JIMI HENDRIX __Listening to:
EXPERIENCE SARA BAREILLES
Purple Haze She Used To Be Mine
“It’s such a sick song. “It’s from a musical
Amazing guitar player.” called Waitress. | find it
I really powerful.”
Wearing: Vintage top and >
trousers, Dr. Martens boots. | | Wearing: Zara coat,
Best thing about I Topshop top, Fabric jeans.
Durham: “Scarlet Ribbons Best thing about
Vintage & Retro is nice | Durham: “Klute

and cheap.” nightclub. Just don’t

wear nice shoes!”
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Quavo, Takeoff and Offset
are the biggest thing in
hip-hop right now, and
they’ve brought $50,000

to their NME interview.
Leonie Cooper gets high
on their own supply of
success — and their weed

I’VE GOT SOME SERIOUS DRY
mouth and a severe case of the
munchies. It can only mean one
thing: I am really quite high. This is
the unsurprising side effect of
sitting at close quarters with three
of America’s most prestigious weed
smokers and about 10 of their
mates, all of whom seem equally
enthusiastic about the benefits of
a Tuesday afternoon dose of THC.

We’re in a swanky New York
studio with world-dominating trap
trio Migos, but you’d be forgiven for
thinking we’re at a warehouse party.
Giant blunts are being passed
around like candy as the snake-
hipped Quavo, Offset and Takeoff
pick outfits for NME’s cover shoot.
They’ve brought a couple of Louis
Vuitton cases filled with diamond-
encrusted jewellery, including
a silver chain with a huge sparkly
$75,000 Yoda face dangling from it.
Oh, and there are also stacks of
$100 bills knocking around, which
add up to $50,000 in total — spare
change for Migos, who buy brand-
new Bentleys as casually as you or
I might buy Digestive biscuits.

“Can we get some tunes on?”
asks Quavo as he peruses a table
covered with Valentino trainers that
average £505 a pair. The sonic
innovators’ de facto leader and
production whizz, he’s also taken
to co-directing the group’s videos.
If you’re looking for Migos’
mastermind, he’s your guy. “This
great album came out just the other
day,” he suggests. He is, of course,
talking about ‘Culture II’, Migos’
24-track, 106-minute epic. Critics
have said the new release is a “data
dump”, but its stone-cold bangers
have seen it rocket to the top of the
US Billboard album chart. Whatever
you think of it, its hugeness can’t be
denied - in length and cultural
impact. Drake, Cardi B — who is
engaged to Offset — Gucci Mane
and Nicki Minaj all make guest
appearances, and there are
production cameos from Kanye
West and Pharrell Williams. As
opening track ‘Higher We Go’
booms out of the meaty PA system
that’s been ushered into the studio
for Migos’ arrival, the
group nod in approval. [ X J



igos are the
biggest thing in
hip-hop right now,
so it’s no shock
that getting an
audience with
them has been
hard work. We
eventually meet
‘ the family — Offset
is Quavo’s cousin
and Quavo is Takeoff’s uncle - after
a month of cancelled plans. First we're
supposed to join them in their
hometown of Atlanta, but that doesn’t
happen. Then the interview is shifted
to Los Angeles as they add the
finishing touches to ‘Culture II. That
doesn’t happen either. Next, it's moved
to New York ahead of the Grammy
Awards. And yep, you guessed it:
that’s scuppered too. We finally get our
chance two days after the Grammys,
where the trio were nominated for Best
Rap Album for 2017’s ‘Culture’ and
Best Rap Performance for the song
that catapulted them to superstardom
a year and a half ago and which
defines their flashy, laid-back flow — the
irrepressible ‘Bad And Boujee’, which
is currently hovering around 614 million
'YouTube views.
So sure, they might be five hours
late, but they’re actually here. It's
a miracle. But like herding particularly
baked cats, much wrangling has to
take place in order to get them onto
a sofa to talk. First they have to eat
some pizza. Then some chicken from
Nas’s very own chain has to be
delivered. And of course, those blunts
won’t roll themselves. Once sat down,
their responses are an unpredictable
¥ selection of shouted-out bars from
their own songs, inspirational quotes,
deafening silence, computer game
noises, immediate shutdowns,
passionate eloquence and —in one of
many moments of utter madness -
a sound not unlike a private jet taking
off. In a world full of media-trained,
people-pleasing artists, their erratic
nature is refreshing, if somewhat
maddening. They are a meme come to
life, three guys living the absolute
dream and giving not one single f**k.
When | ask why the new album’s
quite so long, Takeoff casually starts
beatboxing as Quavo half-raps, “It’s

The songs that made Migos

THE UTTERLY
MASSIVE ONE
(2016)
Songs rarely go as
stratospheric as this
languid track about
coming “from nothin’.

THE BREAK-

THROUGH HIT
(2013)

This tune, praising

THE MEGA COLLAB
Katy Perry

(2017)
Katy hitched a ride on
the Migos train by
bringing their distinctive
flow in for this innuendo-
laden club track.

designer fashion, is so
influential that the Migos
sound is sometimes
called the ‘Versace flow’.

20

THE BIGASS BANGER
(2017)

Migos’ first out-and-out
pop song, this crossover
hit sees them doing what
they do best: showing
off. It also namedrops
Five Guys, burger fans.

the king of clout. It's the realest s**t
that never was wrote. The Hot Mamba
24. The greatest piece of art that you
ever witnessed in this era todaaay.”
Which, y’know, doesn’t technically
answer the question, but certainly
gives you a sense of the scope of their
ambitions and easy confidence. If
hip-hop is all about braggadocio, then
Migos are Rocky, Bruce Lee and
Kanye West rolled into one. Another
thing they’re certain of is that ‘Culture
I’ should not be judged against its
predecessor, ‘Culture’. “We don’t
compare our beautiful, monumental
two pieces together,” explains Quavo.
“Like, | can’t compare this ring to this
ring,” he adds, flashing yet more
expensive jewellery in NME’s direction.

Despite their faith in ‘Culture’ and
‘Bad And Boujee’, neither won at the
Grammys, losing out to Kendrick
Lamar’s ‘DAMN.” and ‘HUMBLE.’
“They cheated us,” says Offset as
| ask if they had a good time at the
ceremony. “There was nothing bigger
than the f**king ‘Culture’ album this
whole last year!” adds a disgruntled
Quavo. “They’re scared to handle the
three-headed monster... Ooh! [But]
we’ll be back next year.” His mumble
then becomes a yell: “WE’LL BE
F*KING BACK NEXT YEAR.”

Formed in the Atlanta suburb of
Lawrenceville, Migos released their
first mixtape in 2011 but it was with
2013’s ‘Versace’, a fabulously flashy
ode to designer fashion and
conspicuous consumption, that the
world started to take notice, not least
because of a Drake co-sign and remix.
Bigger, bolder tunes such as ‘Fight
Night’ followed - all typified by what
has come to be known as ‘the Migos
flow’, copied by everyone from Chance
The Rapper on ‘All We Got’ to Kendrick
Lamar on ‘DNA’ — as did controversy.

In 2015 - the same year they
released their debut album “Yung Rich
Nation’ — all three were arrested on
drugs and firearms charges, with
Offset spending eight months in
custody. Then there are the numerous
accusations of homophobia, most
recently after Offset rapped, “/ cannot
vibe with queers” on fellow Atlanta
artist YFN Lucci’s track ‘Boss Life’.

A half-arsed apology followed, with
Offset stating, “To me that ‘queer’

| don’t mean someone
who’s gay. | mean
lame people who film
you, post it and stalk
you. Lingo that means
strange or odd.”
Hmm. Any chance to
hold him to account
for his comment,
though, is nixed by
Migos’ label, who tell
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us the group will refuse to answer
questions about homophobic
comments or run-ins with the law.
| chance my arm and ask instead
about their drug-related lyrics. Has the
death of Lil Peep, who overdosed on
fentanyl and Xanax in November 2017,
made them reassess their own lyrics
about prescription drugs? Surely
a group who have a track called
‘Designer Drugs’, which sees Quavo
repeating the word “drugs” 16 times in
the intro before admitting “/ fell in love
with the drugs / | think I’'m a addict /
Percocet, molly and Xanax”, a group
who named themselves after a slang
word for a house where drugs are
made and sold, a group who are
literally smoking a massive blunt in
front of me, will be open to discussing
the topic. No such luck. Offset
immediately shuts me down. “We don’t
talk about drugs. No comment. It
shouldn’t be in the article at all.” As we
take in another lungful of secondhand
weed smoke, | start thinking about the
box of doughnuts the photographer’s
bought with him to use in the shoot.
What they are willing to discuss is
culture, and why they’ve named their
past two albums in its honour. “Culture
defines a new generation, a new sound
of music, new change, a diversity of
fans, all in one party, one event and

“F**k the
programme.
F**k the script”
Quavo

§ there!” How crazy? “Super-lit.
i Everybody mobbed.” Do you mind

Need

to
they all share good-ass music,” says
Quavo. “Culture is one colour and it’s knOW
everybody’s colour.” Can we, then, WHO:
expect a ‘Culture lII’? “The culture Quavo 26
goes forever and we will never RIP the =~ Quavious Keyate
culture. You're trying to figure out if oMffsrj:a"
the culture will live on through one, Kiari Kendrell
two, three, four, five, six — that we Cephus and gave them away for free in the

Takeoff 23
Kirshnik Khari Ball

don’t know, we will make you WAIT
ON IT. But the culture will not die, the
culture will live forever.”

parking lot of an Atlanta supermarket
and children’s daycare centre. “You
gotta give back — it’s only right to give
back to the people who need it and
are less fortunate,” explains Takeoff.
“You gotta bless others so you can
get blessed. Keep it real.” An
enthusiastic Quavo adds, “Turkey
giveaway, we’re giving them turkey!
Brrr! Yeahhh!” They’ve also launched
a campaign to raise half a million
dollars for the American Cancer
Society. “We hands on,” says Quavo.
Sure, they might be high as **k, but
in some ways their feet are

still firmly on the ground. NME

FROM:
Atlanta, Georgia

n their music as in the
interviews, Migos are not
about doing things by the
book. On last year’s ‘Get
Right Witcha’ they simply
stated their manifesto:
“Middle finger up, f**k the
system”. Offset breaks down
the Migos approach to life.
“You can do it your own way,”
he says. Quavo agrees. “It’s
about expressing yourself. F**k the
programme. F**k the script. F**k the
way it’s supposed to be done. Do it
your creative way.” Bending and
rewriting the rules — the next step in
their haywire approach to world
domination — is already in place.

“I look at us as a business,” says
Takeoff. So where will Migos be
branching out to next? “You can
branch out, but you want to beat them
out,” says Quavo, before revealing that
film is where Migos have their hearts
set. “Real theatre movies, with real top
A-list actors and s**t like that,” says
Takeoff. Is something already in the
pipeline? “Shh, you about to spill the
beans right out of the can,” he says,
pouring an imaginary tin of Heinz’s
finest all over the floor. “No spilling.”

Before we see Migos: The Movie,
they’re likely to be back in the UK, after
hectic scenes greeted their one-off
London show in April last year. “We
love London, shout out to London,”
says Quavo. “I like the rough part too
- shout out to Brixton. We pulled up to
the club over there. S**t get crazy up in

LIKES:
Rolls-Royces,
Bentleys, mass

turkey giveaways,
dabbing, Cardi B,
Kendrick Lamar,
Patek Philippe
watches, looking
good, feeling fine,
Gucci Mane, weed

DISLIKES:
Not winning
a Grammy Award

getting mobbed? “I love that!” “Love
that,” echoes Takeoff. Something else
they love is hearing their signature
sound replicated by other artists such
as Drake and Kanye. Rather than
getting pissed, the boys are all for the
omnipresence of the Migos flow.
“I'love it, it makes me happy inside,
because | know we’re influencing and
they’re inspired by us,” says Takeoff.
“The greatest!” chips in Quavo.

Yet for all the bravado and
posturing, Migos aren’t just about fast
cars and expensive necklaces - they’re
also about giving back to their
community. Last year Quavo and
Takeoff filled a truck with 700 turkeys




EZRA FURMAN

Chicagoan rocker Ezra Furman is passionate, deeply
talented and unafraid to speak out. The 31-year-old talk
to Alex Flood about Nazis, human beings who grow win
and trying to create “the greatest record ever made”

ZRA FURMAN IS A
gender-fluid rocker from
Chicago with a knack for
writing bratty pop-punk K

Chuck Berry was one of your
heroes. How did you react when
he died last year? i
“Chuck Berry invented rock’n’roll.

As a gender-fluid musician in
America, has it been harder since
Trump took power?

“So far, he hasn’t enacted any
significant legislation, thank goodness.
Only the fear has really touched my
actual life. The most significant thing is
the way he’s influenced the
conversation about immigrants.”

In the video for your recent track
‘Driving Down To LA’, you’re in

a car chase with some Nazis and
your guardian angel. How was that

tunes that sound a bit like

he Ramones. Born to strict Jewish
parents in the ’80s, he struggled with
his identity for years before discovering
music as an outlet. Now 31, he’s
lourishing in his own skin. His sexually
subversive appearance — think silk
dresses and bright lipstick — evokes
images of a bygone era. There’s more
han a hint of the New York Dolls about
him, and he has the gentle charisma of
la young David Bowie. His music
blends diverse genres like rockabilly
and glam into new and exciting

ombinations, and his raw lyrics give
he songs an honest feel that’s hard to
lcome by. This week, he releases his
eighth album, ‘“Transangelic Exodus’.
But despite enjoying a decade-long
career already, he feels like he’s on the
ledge of a breakthrough.

ou described your last EP as
‘“the end of a chapter musically”.
hat makes these new songs
so different?
“Ezra Furman And The Boy-Friends was
la band with a specific mission —to be a
really good rock’n’roll band. And we
achieved it. We were really f**king
good at it. There were moments of
bleary-eyed transcendence, pure
lenthusiasm, manic energy and rage.
hat’s what rock’n’roll means to me.”

EZRA FURMAN AND
THE HARPOONS

The
evolution
of Ezra

2006-2011
Albums: four

Furman formed his first band
while at Tufts University,
Massachusetts. Their debut was
recorded in various dorm rooms
and was followed by three more
records of frantic indie-punk
before Furman went solo.

o shoot?
“It was a really weird experience. The
day before | flew out to Virginia to film
it, the Charlottesville ‘Unite The Right’
rally turned deadly violent. The set was
only a few towns away and anyone

ho drove by us was like, ‘You’re not
rom around here, are ya?’ We

hought, ‘Are they gonna kill us?’ We
ere there filming what was supposed
o be a paranoid fantasy but it felt so
real. It was such a strange coincidence
of timing.”

He was one of the best songwriters of
the 20th century. But, as with a lot of

heroes, you gotta reckon with their
disastrous ethical violations too. Chuck
had his fair share of those. It sort of

makes you want to stop praising him
so much. But the fact is he’s dead, and
he people whose shows | will pay to
get into are hopefully not gonna be
sexual predators.”

ou’re referring to his 1960
sexual assault conviction.
Do you think the music industry

e ] ¥ ————————
like that? IS
4

“Probably not. Sometimes you see ¥

a good response to it and sometimes | .
not. I’'m glad that people are talking F r
about sexual assault though. Itis ¥

_|a scourge on humanity. Some people

think, ‘Well, it happens, it’s not the best
but what can you do?’ I'll tell you what
you can do - you can replace all of
those people, just get them out! Stop
going to their movies and stop buying
their records.”

EZRA FURMAN
& THE BOY-FRIENDS

\With no band, no money and no
label, things looked bleak. But
hanks to Kickstarter, Ezra was
able to crowdfund ‘The Year Of
No Returning’ — an emotional
batch of tunes that earned him
a deal with New Jersey outfit
Bar/None Records.

Furman’s most successful period
o date. ‘Day Of The Dog’ drew
critical acclaim in 2013, before
2015’s ‘Perpetual Motion People’
ent Top 25. NME called it “a
constantly surprising and
relentlessly melodic pleasure.”

In September last year, it was
revealed that The Boy-Friends
were no more. The line-up would
remain the same, but the group
were rebranded as The Visions.
‘Transangelic Exodus’ was
announced for February 2018.



At Coachella 2017, you ended your

set by yelling, “F**k AEG”. Why did
you do that?

“AEG is the Anschutz Exploration
Group, which owns Goldenvoice,
which puts on Coachella. By going to
Coachella you're helping to line the
pockets of billionaires like AEG owner
Philip Anschutz [who has funded
various anti-LGBTQ organisations].
You have a say in whether that person
stays rich. | would never pay to go

to that event and | don’t think that
people should.”

You took the money though?

“| did take the money. | got paid.
Where does that leave me? It leaves
me able to pay the rent and keep
playing music.”

What do you hope to achieve with
new album ‘Transangelic Exodus’?
“l want to make the greatest record
ever made. It’s the only thing | can
think about.”

Have you managed it?

“No. ’'m on to something though. This
record feels alive to me, more alive

= than anything I’'ve made in the past.”

o me”

thusiasm,
nergy and rage:
hat rock’n’roll

What does the title mean?

“Well, there is a condition, as I’'m sure
you’ve heard, called transangelicism. It
involves a human being growing wings
and turning into an angel. Naturally
these people are distrusted. It’s
thought to be a disease or some kind
of threat to the integrity of the human
race. People want to quarantine them,

even though it’s not a contagious thing.

It’s actually not a threat to anyone.”

.

Can you relate to that?

“People get stigmatised for their
bodies and for their differences.

Then those people become very
vulnerable. | sometimes feel caught in
the middle — between two warring
factions that ’'m not on NME

either side of.”
‘Transangelic Exodus’ is out now.

IRead the NME review on page 27
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THIS WEEK’S ESSENTIAL NEW RELEASES

BEST FOR
GETTING COSY

KOJO FUNDS |

- ,"

FEAT. RAYE .\,&, N s
Check My 4t
Afro swing up-and- ; "'BEST
comer Kojo gets steamy ,:FOR LINE _ : O IH n BEST FOR J
with Raye on this late- ‘DANCING . “ ]pluVls @ POGOING _
night Latin groover. % ~+JOSHUA HEDLEY o U U . KATE NASH =4 w\ﬁ

i "“Mr Jukebox Tl R o "wDrink About You i

Signed to Jack White’s et O o \Kate Nash’s turbopop is

BEST FOR (  Third Man, Hedley’s % NS R R N LI @ s wild as replacing all
V DAY DINS . ciassic country tune s o o g your love the blood in your body
JAMES BAY A __;stra|ght outta 1954. en bla at i @/Ith Jagerbombs
Wild Love et o olume. K& : Twiiel
JB turns on the charm T s e o o ) {
and brings in influences | BEST FOR = * = BEST FOR |
from Frank Ocean and . PUNCHING BEST FOR LOSING
James Blake on the THE AIR GETTING OUT YOUR S**T
dreamy first track from  NOAH CYRUS OF YOUR TREE msBANKS '
his second album. FEAT. MO JONATHAN WILSON | Come Thru

. We Are F**ked Loving You 7. L% One of the NME 100’s

Noah follows in big sister
Miley’s footsteps with ™
a Taylor Swift-worthy

" pop belter but with

waaay more swearing. '-IS an epic delight. =
T | J :ﬁ r-'

[bestie’s eight-minute
jiourney into the B=w. .:
iJpsychedelic wilderness

Father John Misty’s wh A
i Banks slays the )

+ UK hip-hopisin a
? briIIiant place right now.

top tips for 2018, Ms

competition and proves

WFEAT. QUAVO

BEST FOR
HEARTACHE

IGGY AZALEA

"Savior
Azalea brings the pace k
down - and Migos’

Quavo shows up — for an
intimate dancehall ode to
unrequited love. Or
possibly to Jesus. It’s
a banger, either way.

1M

BEST FOR
GETTING EMO
THE WONDER YEARS
Sister Cities

Punk doesn’t come

much more personal

than The Wonder Years’
emotive, heart-on-their- »
sleeve riffing. ‘

FOR MORE NEW MUSIC,
GO TO NME.COM




MGMT (I-r):
Ben Goldwasser,
Andrew VanWyngarden

o

The psychedelic indie
heroes make a surprise
return to pop with their
fun-filled fourth album

MGMT

Little Dark Age

1. 0. 0.0.6

[Por |
MGMT
| 0l

26

‘Congratulations’. And the
odyssey continued: 2013’s
‘MGMT’ was an inaccessible
curio, implying the band had
long disappeared down the
rabbit hole.

In some ways, ‘Little Dark
Age’ is the biggest curveball
of the Connecticut pair’s
consistently unpredictable
career. If there were a time

for an about-return, it was that
third record. They’d enjoyed

their foray into experimentation,

and a self-titled album often
indicates a band that’s come
back into focus. Here, though,

we’re treated to an overdue loop

back to pop hookiness. Lead
single ‘Little Dark Age’ starts
with doomy synth and moody,

throbbing bass before blooming

into its whirling, Technicolor
chorus, while the tinkling,
’80s-influenced ‘Me And
Michael’ is a smash that’s:
waiting to happen.

After more than a decade
of insularity, MGMT have
thrown open the doors and
welcomed you back into their
world. In doing so, they’ve

I it a comeback

IT'S OVER 10 YEARS SINCE
MGMT released ‘Oracular
Spectacular’, a poptastic
glitterball of an album that
spawned hit singles ‘Time To
Pretend’ and ‘Kids’. Three years
later, Andrew VanWyngarden
and Ben Goldwasser baffled
fair-weather fans with the
acid-jazz soup that was 2010’s

had to engage with our messy,
unpalatable reality. The record

was partly written in the wake of

Donald Trump’s shock election
and so concludes with the
elegiac ‘Hand It Over’.

VanWyngarden recently

explained the track “envisions
an end to all of this”. MGMT’s
return to pop is a much more

welcome surprise.

Jordan Bassett

STRAGSIRIE

MGMT once&performed on
the US children’s show Yo
Gabba Gabba! with a track
called ‘Art Is Everywhere’.
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Black Panther: The Album

Black Panther Black Panther
W& feat. Kendrick Lamar ug

BLATKPANTHER

et A Nution Under Our Feer

MARVEL
MORYEL PLATINY M

F_F

LEE « MRS - DAITNS » RGN - GRS - NSO
FICCRECOR - TUROER - PRIEST - QUESRDR - TEMERE - RUELYD - S9ATR R

The Definitive Black Panther

graphic novel

TR-NEHISI (OATES « BRIAN STELFREEIE

A Nation Under Our Feet

graphic novel

©  WRESTOS |\ o
Captain America: Civil War

on DVD & Blu-ray



Caught in the
crossfire

A hard, unhappy watch

LOVELESS

Maryana Spivak, Aleksey
Rozin, Matvey Novikov

Kk ok ok

[oworce | resecTion | savace |

5 ZHENYA (MARYANA SPIVAK)
and Boris (Aleksey Rozin), a

5 Russian couple in Moscow, are
4 going through a bitter divorce.
Both are already seeing other
people and as far as they're
concerned their life together is
already over. Only two things
are keeping them in contact: the

flat they share and need to sell,
and their pre-teen son, Alexey
(Matvey Novikov). Alexey’s
feelings about the split are an
afterthought, if indeed they’re
a thought at all. Zhenya and
Boris fight not about who will
get custody of Alexey, but who
will be lumbered with him as
part of their new life. One
evening, shortly after his
parents have a huge fight,
Alexey doesn’t come home.
As days pass with no sign of
him, his warring parents are
forced together to find the
child they very recently
wanted rid of.

As you may imagine,
Andrey Zvyagintsev’s film

—nominated for the Best Foreign
Film Oscar - is a hard, unhappy
watch, but it’s a riveting,
unforgettable one too. It’s a film
in which the only person you
care about is almost entirely
absent from the screen, but
watching his parents transform
from selfish ghouls into people
who are at least aware of their
failings is profoundly moving.
It’s a cold movie, set under a
permanently grey sky and with
long, chilled silences, but still
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full of often unspoken feeling.

It punches you with huge
emotional moments — none
more so than Alexey hysterically
weeping as he hears his parents
effectively say he is unwanted
—and then lets them reverberate
long after.

The Russian setting is vital,
because this is not just a crime
thriller but an account of what
it’s like to live in modern-day
Russia, a country that has
incompatible values of a
staunch traditionalism (Boris
works for a company so
conservative that he will likely
be fired if they find out he’s
divorcing) and a grasping,
selfish need for everything
that’s new and modern - better
homes, better clothes, better

sex, better than everyone

else. It’s a place where it’s
almost impossible to be
happy, because what you
have is not supposed to be
enough. It’s a devastating
drama about losing
something you didn’t
appreciate until you lost

it, possibly forever.

Olly Richards

Alexey (Matvey
Novikov)
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Indie-rock meets swooping
shoega;e! |n Bu.ckmghamshlre ?
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IN PARTNERSHIP WITH VO5

of bands like The Smiths and

- Foals, it's a concoction that |
.shps down like a fruity cocktall
“on a summer’s day.
Songwrlter and frontman

. Bradley Ayres teamed up with
co-vocalist and keyboardist .

Ford'and drummer Jacob-

ice with the aim of
xpanding his vision and
way" from trylng to

e ‘Honey 'that cbments

hei p‘@?ent' ] \_'female singers” ’ such as

' #

~'adding his noodlm

| different people,” Ayres say:

T|ffany Evans, guitarist Sonny ;
- “Honey”s almost, like,

: beiE' & eeran, he'says. It i
-0 worked: Evans love of “stro ng

Chrlstma Aguilera and Brlfney :
; 'fo ind.a home among Price’ st

heavy metal -ins|
drumming; befor: Fordlbeg‘a

lines atop it all, creating
a sound that never settle
“There’s a meeting point
musically we’re all very

hip-hop- influenced.” -
Despute hammermg-

TIFFANY WEARS
(THIS PAGE):

=wTop, £32; and:trousers £ 39,
* Topshop, Shoes, £35,
PrettyLittleThing. VO5 Volume
Foam Mousse*150ml, £4.39.*



CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:

SONNY WEARS: Coat, £200, Fred Perry. Shirt, £28, Topman. Jeans,
£55, BDG at Urban Outfitters. Shoes, £120, Dr. Martens at Schuh. VO5
Matt Styling Paste 100ml, £4.39.* JACOB WEARS: Jacket, £65,
Topshop. Top, £49.99, Wood Wood. Trousers, £150, Double Rainbouu.
Shoes, £70, Reebok at Schuh. VO5 Rework Texture Foam Mousse
150ml, £4.39. BRADLEY WEARS: Shirt, from £140, and trousers,
from £167, Soulland. VOS5 Styling Wax 75ml, £3.29.*
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f BICYCLE CLUB

~ New lLook. VOS5 VoltiriesEgam Mousse
i UL
£45, Topman. Shirt, £110, _)(MC‘.- raL
:Shoes, £120, Dr.
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A CELEBRATION OF THE WOMEN
WHO FORMED OUR HISTORY AND THE
WOMEN WHO ARE SHAPING OUR FUTURE

Royal Albert Hall

Call: 0207589 8212
royalalberthall.com

3 /RoyalAlbertHall W @RoyalAlbertHall




THIS WEEK’S BEST TICKETS AND GIGS

AIMARDS
oS 2018

Peace

THE SHERLOCKS

& love

Fun-loving indie crew

Peace are taking charge

at this year’s Live At
Leeds Festival

FEW ONE-DAY CITY
festivals are better put together
than Live At Leeds. For less
than £40 you get a full day of
music at venues all over the
Yorkshire city, and this year’s
line-up is packed with great
(and primarily new) artists.
Clashes will be inevitable, but

at the very least aim to check
out headliners Peace, north
London enchanter Suzi Wu, :‘
Australia’s no-bulls*®t 5
songwriter Stella Donnelly:
and Sorry, the newest

4

band on Arctic®™onkeys"

label Domino.

THE WEEK

THE AMAZONS
Fri 9 Pyramid
Centre,
Portsmouth.

Sat 10 Hexagon,
Reading.

ANNIE MAC,
MELLA DEE,
WILLIAM DJOKO
Sat 10 KOKO,

"~ London.
BARBAGALLO
Mon 12 The
Borderline,
London. Tue 13
Fac251: The
Factory,
Manchester. Wed

14 Hyde Park Book
Club, Leeds. Thu
15 The Cluny,
Newcastle.

BETH ORTON
Sat10
Roundhouse,
London.

BILLIE EILISH
Wed 14 Heaven,
London.
CASSELS

Fri 9 O2 Academy,
Oxford.

CHIP

Fri 9 Roundhouse,
London.
COL3TRANE

Tue 15 Hare

& Hounds,
Birmingham.
EZRA FURMAN
Sat 10
Quarterhouse,
Folkestone.
FRANZ
FERDINAND
Tue 13 Albert Hall,
Manchester. Wed
14 Rock City,
Nottingham.
GIRAFFAGE

Fri 9 Belgrave
Music Hall, Leeds.
THE GO! TEAM
Fri9 QMU,
Glasgow. Sat 10
The Wardrobe,
Leeds. Sun 11
Concorde 2,
Brighton. Thu 15
Electric Ballroom,

HER’S

Sat 10 Night & Day
Café, Manchester.
HMLTD

Tue 13 The Haunt,
Brighton. Wed 14
The White Hotel,
Salford.
INHEAVEN

Sat 10 North of
England Institute
of Mining and
Mechanical
Engineering,
Newcastle. Mon 12
The Deaf Institute,
Manchester. Tue
13 Newhampton
Arts Centre,
Wolverhampton.
KENDRICK
LAMAR

Fri 9 Genting

Various venues, Leeds

LINE-UP HIGHLIGHTS: Peace,
Suzi Wu, Alaskalaska, Sorry, Stella
Donnelly, Hatchie, Ash, Boy
Azooga, Caro, Circa Waves, Grace
Lightman, Pale Waves, The
Horrors, Touts, Yungblud, The

Magic Gang

TICKETS: £39.50 general

admission, £55 VIP admission

(both including booking fee)
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Arena, Birming|
Sat 10 Arena,
Manchester. Sun
11 SSE Hydro,
Glasgow. Mon 12
& Tue 13 The 02,
London.

KHALID

Wed 14 & Thu 15
Eventim Apollo,
London.
KHRUANGBIN
Fri 9 The Haunt,
Brighton.

LUST FOR
YOUTH

Fri 9 Moth Club,
London.
MARMOZETS
Fri 9 Riverside,
Newcastle. Sat 10
The Warehouse,
Leeds. Sun 11
Leadmill, Sheffield.

Mon 12 Liquid

Rooms, Edinburgh.

MSSINGNO

Fri 9 Birthdays,
London.

NICK HAKIM
Mon 12 Hare

& Hounds,
Birmingham. Wed
14 KOKO, London.
Thu 15 Brudenell

Social Club, Leeds.

PEACH PIT

Fri 9 Gullivers,
Manchester. Sat
10 Sneaky Pete’s,
Edinburgh. Sun
11 Broadcast,
Glasgow. Mon
12 Headrow
House, Leeds.
PETIT BISCUIT
Sat 10 O2 Forum,
London.

GALE |
ohght

SUPERFOOD

PEACE

Fri 9 Motion, Bristol. Sat 10 The
Lemon Grove, Exeter. Wed 14
Roundhouse, London.

Fri 20 O2 Academy, Oxford. Sat 21
Junction, Cambridge. Sun 22 02
Institute, Birmingham. Tue 24
Waterfront, Norwich. Thu 26
University Union, Leeds. Fri 27
Academy, Manchester. Sat 28
Sage, Gateshead.

TELL ME MORE: Snow’s debut
album is out this month, but

he’s already supported star
names such as Madonna and
Kendrick Lamar.

TICKETS: £22-£24.75

PLASTICIAN

Fri 9 Camden
Assembly, London.
PUBLIC

ACCESS TV

Wed 14 Broadcast,
Glasgow. Thu 15
Think Tank?
Underground,
Newcastle.

RAT BOY

Fri 9 Academy,
Manchester. Sat 10
02 Academy
Brixton, London.
SEA GIRLS

Fri 9 Brudenell
Social Club, Leeds.
Sat 10 King Tut’s,
Glasgow.

SPRING KING

Fri 9 The Sugarmill,
Stoke-on-Trent.
Sat 10 The Harley,

Irish rapper

Sheffield. Sun 11
Brudenell Social
Club, Leeds. Tue
13 Crescent WMC,
York. Wed 14
Sneaky Pete’s,
Edinburgh. Thu 15
Think Tank?,
Newcastle.
SUPERFOOD
Sun 11 Heebie
Jeebies, Liverpool.
SUPER-
ORGANISM,
BILLIE EILISH,
DREAM WIFE
Thu 15 The Jazz
Café, London.
WILKINSON
Wed 14 02
Academy,
Newcastle. Thu 15
Rock City,
Nottingham.
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CFafe

Aisling Bea

Panel show queen, actor and comedian

THE FIRST
SONG |
REMEMBER
HEARING

Happy Birthday To You
“‘Happy Birthday To You’
(the ‘you’ was me). It is
the one song my mother
can sing in tune.”

THE FIRST
SONG I FELL
IN LOVE WITH
CHESNEY HAWKES
The One And Only

“I'm not sure if | was
more in love with the
song or his mole, but it
does not matter. Your
first love is your first love,
it cannot be analysed,
explained, nor forgotten.
If you read NME,
Chesney, call me.
There’s still nobody I'd
rather be than your one
and only.”

THE FIRST GIG
| WENT TO
DESTINY’S CHILD
Point Depot, Dublin
“My friends and | hired

a minibus, drank vodka
and Red Bull from an old
7 Up bottle and had the
time of our puking lives.”

THE SONG

1 DO AT
KARAOKE
NICKELBACK

How You Remind Me
“Unfortunately ‘How You
Remind Me’ is the song
most perfectly suited
to my voice. In karaoke,
you don’t choose

the song, the song
chooses you.”

THE FIRST
ALBUM | EVER
BOUGHT

SPICE GIRLS

Spice

“It’s still an absolute
belter. Mel C came on an
episode of 8 Out Of 10
Cats with us and | lost
my mind. She is one of
those celebs who lives
up to who you think she
is going to be — fun,
warm, proud of her
achievements, sporty,
obvs, and used to
putting up with crazed
women behaving in front
of her like they are eight
years of age.”

THE SONG

I CAN NO
LONGER
LISTEN TO
REDNEX

Cotton Eye Joe
(Dance Mix)

“It reminds me of feeling
drunk and bloated at
weddings or Christmas
parties. We filmed The
Fall in Belfast during
Christmas party season
and | have a memory of
trying to learn my lines
for this serious murder
drama with ‘Cotton Eye
Joe’ pounding through
the floors.”

SONG | CAN’'T
GET OUT OF
MY HEAD

The Wheels On The Bus
“An absolute tune to be
fair. Big shout-out to all
the bus drivers out there
keeping them wheels
a-turning.”

THE SONG
THAT MAKES
ME WANT

TO DANCE
BEYONCE

Formation

“I was in LA watching the
Super Bowl when she
performed. It reminds
me of all these meaty
sports fans not leaving
the TV at half time and
instead staying glued
to the TV, watching
her perform and her
dancers moving

their hips.”

THE SONG
THAT REMINDS
ME OF HOME
EIFFEL 65

Blue (Da Ba Dee)
“Songs with simple
lyrics really take off in
Irish nightclubs.”

GO TO NME.COM FOR

MORE SOUNDTRACKS

THE SONG
THAT
CHANGED

MY LIFE

CANDI STATON

You Got The Love

“It is me and my sister’s
song. We didn’t write it,
just love it.”

THE SONG

| WANT
PLAYED AT

MY FUNERAL
RIGHT SAID FRED

I’'m Too Sexy

“I would like something
hideously inappropriate.

| would like to imagine my
seven adopted children
carrying my coffin up the
aisle to ‘I'm too sexy for
my shirt / Too sexy for my

shirt / So sexy it hurts’.

Hard Sun series one is
available on BBC
iPlayer now

The wisdom
of the NME
archives

THIS WEEK
JUSTINE
FRISCHMANN
Elastica
February 11, 1995

“We’ve made a record
that you can put on as
you’re going out,
going to sleep or
having sex. And that’s
a hell of a feat.”
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