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DIMENSION
DESKTOP PCs

POWER PLATFORMS

DELL DIMENSION 466DL DELL DIMENSION P75

o Intel® 66MHz 486" DX2 Processor

» 8Mb RAM

¢ 128Kb Secondary Cache

® 3.5" Diskette Drive

® 525Mb Hard Drive

* Local Bus Video with 1Mb Video Memory
* 14” Colour SYGA Monitor

¢ 3 ISA Expansion Slats

¢ Low Profile Desktop Chassis

£849

excl. delivery,

Dell Finance 3 year rental:
£9.38 per system, per
week, excluding delivery
and VAT.

handling & VAT

POWER PLATFORMS

* Intel 75MHz Pentium Processor

* 8Mb RAM

* 256Kb Secondary Cache

¢ 3.5” Diskette Drive

* 525Mb Hard Drive

¢ Integrated 64-bit PCl Local Bus Video with
1Mb Video Memory

* 14” Colour SVGA Monitor

*» 2 PCl and 4 ISA Expansion Slots {1 shared)

¢ Mid-Sized Desktop Chassis

£999

excl. delivery,
handling & VAT

Dell Finance 3 year rental:
£10.68 per system, per
week, excluding delivery

and VAT.

POWER PLATFO

DELL DIMENSION XPS

* Intel 133MHz Pentium Processor

* 8Mb RAM

* 512Kb Pipe Line burst Secondary §

* 3.5” Diskette Drive

* 1Gb Hard Drive

* 9FX Vision 330 64-bit PCI Graphic
2Mb Video Memory

» 15” Colour SVGA Monitor

* 4 PCl and 4 ISA Expansion Slots (1

¢ Mid-Sized Desktop Chassis

* Quad Speed CD-ROM Drive

£1,

excl. ¢
handlii

Dell Finance 3 year rental:
£16.89 per system, per
week, excluding delivery

and VAT

SYSTEMS INCLUDE : 102 KEY SPACESAVER KEYB

COMMUNICATION UPGRADE

ALL DIMENSION

MULTIMEDIA UPGR

Fast Quad speed multi-session CD-ROK

Ready installed 14.4bps Internal data/fox modem

MOBILE PCs

« Intel® 50MHz 486™ DX2 Processor

* 9.4” Dual Scan STN Colour Display

* 4Mb RAM Upgradeable ta 20Mb

¢ 2 PCMCIA type Il slots

¢ 260Mb Hard Drive

¢ 19mm trackball mouse

* Local Bus Video with 1Mb Video Memory

¢ NiMH battery pack with second battery option

¢ 3.5” removeable Diskette Drive

¢ Easily upgradeable Hard Drive

* MS-DOS & Windows 3.11

 CommCentral™ software suite (including
Traveling Software CommWorks® WinCIM for
CompuServe)

Dell Finance 3 year rental:

£1,299

£12.08 per system, per
week, excluding delivery
and VAT.

excl. delivery,
handling & VAT

€119 + VAT 16-bit Sound Card and Altec Lansing 4

stereo speakers

DELL LATITUDE LX 475D

* Intel 75MHz 486 DX4 Processor

* 10.4” Dual Scan STN Colour Display

¢ 8Mb RAM Upgradeable to 20Mb

¢ 2 PCMCIA type Il slats

* 420Mb Hard Drive

* 19mm trackball mouse

o Local Bus Video with 1Mb Video Memory

* NiMH battery pack with second battery option

* 3.5” removeable Diskette Drive

o Easily upgradeable Hard Drive

* MS-DOS & Windows 3.11

 CommCentral software suite (including Traveling
Software CommWorks, WinCIM for CompuServe)

£1,499

Dell Finance 3 year rental:
£15.87 per system, per
week, excluding delivery

and VAT.

excl. delivery,
handling & VAT

DELL LATITUDE XP 475K

o intel 75MHz 486 DX4 Processor

* 10.4” Dual Scan STN Colaur Display

* 8Mb RAM Upgradeable to 40Mb

¢ 2 PCMCIA type Il slots

» 420Mb removeable Hard Drive

* 19mm trackball mouse

¢ Extra High performance Local Bus Video *
1Mb Video Memory

¢ Advanced intelligent Lithium lon battery g

¢ 3.5” Diskette Drive

* MS-DOS & Windows 3.11

¢ CommCentral software suite (including Tray
Software CommWorks, WinCIM for CompuS,

Dell Finance 3 year rental:
£19.33 per system, per
week, excluding delivery

and VAT.

handling & VA

Dell and the Dell logo are registered trademarks, Dimension and Latitude are trademarks of the Dell Computer Corporation 1992. Intel, Intel Inside, Intel 486, and Pentium are trademarks
CompuServe is a registered trademark af CompuServe Inc. CommWorks is a registered trademark of Traveling Software. Delivery is charged at £20 + VAT per system. Prices correct at 1.8.95.

except for Latitude M - includes extension to 3 year ‘Collect and Return’ Service. The prices listed reflect the information available at time of going fo press. Prices change frequently. All prices ¢
advert. Prices quoted refer to specification descriptions only. The picture is not infended to be representative of the actual screen image quality. In common with other manufocturers, monitors are
for Dimensian PCs. Price does not include VAT & delivery. Dell Computer Corporation Ltd, Milbanke House, Western Rood, Brocknell, Berkshire, RG12 1RW. The Dimension offers detuiled o

EVEN EASIER TO ORDER. m YOU MAKE THE CALL TO OUR EXPERIENCED FRIENDLY SALES STAFF. @YOU SELECT AND ORDER THE SYS*
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DELL DIMENSION P75 DELL DIMENSION P90 DELL DIMENSION XPS P100C

RMS i T
P133C
1 ¢ Intel 75MHz Pentium Processor
: * 8Mb RAM
ache ® 256Kb Secondary Cache
* 3.5” Diskette Drive
® 525Mb Hard Drive
s/Card with * Integrated 64-bit PCl Local Bus Video with
IMb Video Memory
® 15” Colour SYGA Monitor
Shared) * 2 PCl and 4 1SA Expansion Slots {1 Shared)

}

599

delivery, excl. delivery,

ng & VAT £ REDile=r SYE, handling & VAT
week, excluding delivery

H and VAT,

]

2ARD < DELL MOUSE -

ADE

A Hrive, Upgrade from 365Mb EIDE Hard Drive to 525Mb

455 EIDE Hard Drive £40 + VAT

189 + VAT Upgrade from 525Mb Hard Drive fo a massive 1Gb

;

* Mid-Sized Desktop Chassis

* Quad Speed CD-ROM Drive

* Microsoft® Office Professional (Loaded
and on CD)

£1,199

Dell Finance 3 year rental:

Hard Drive

DELL LATITUDE XPi P75D

¢ Intel 75MHz Pentium LM Processor

*10.4” Duol Scan STN Colour Display

* 8Mb RAM Upgradeable to 40Mb

* 2 PCMCIA type Il slots

® 420Mb removeable Hard Drive

* 19mm trackball mouse

¢ Extra High perfarmance Local Bus Video with
1Mb Video Memory

* Advanced Intelligent Lithium lon battery pack

* 3.5” Diskette Drive

* MS-DOS & Windows 3.11

¢ CommCentral software suite (including Traveling
Software CommWorks, WinCIM for CompuServe)

Dell Finance 3 year rental:

£2,399

excl. delivery,

handling & VAT

£26.29 per system, per
week, excluding delivery
and VAT.

MICROSOFT DOS 6.2

HARD DRIVE UPGRADES GRAPHICS UPGRADES

* Intel 90OMHz Pentium Processor

* 8Mb RAM

* 256Kb Secondary Cache

¢ 3.5” Diskette Drive

* 525Mb Hard Drive

* Integrated 64-bit PCl Local Bus Video with
IMb Video Memory

* 15” Colour SVGA Monitor

® 2 PCl and 4 ISA Expansion Slots (1 Shared)

* Mid-Sized Desktop Chassis

® Quad Speed CD-ROM Drive

* Microsoft Office Professional (Loaded and
on CD)

Deli Finance 3 year renial:

£1,249

£12.84 per system, per )
excl. delivery,

handling & VAT

week, excluding delivery
and VAT,

Upgrade a 14” SVGA Monitor to a 15” high
resolution SVGA Monitor

DELL LATITUDE XPi POOD

As Dell Latitude XPiP75D but with o 90MHz
Pentium processor and 810Mb Hard Drive

£2,899

excl. delivery,
handling & VAT

Dell Finance 3 year rental:
£26.98 per system, per
week, excluding delivery
and VAT.

LATITUDE
ENHANCEMENT PACKS

M & LX UPGRADES

Road Warrior Communicatians Pack
PCMCIA V32bis Data/Fax Modem, 4Mb RAM

upgrade and attaché carrying case
£349 + VAT

Dell Desktop Conversion Pack
Dell Ultrascan 14XE monitor, notebook monitor

stand, keyboard & deskiop mouse
i €299 + VAT

or registered trademorks of Intel Corporation. Microsoft Ward, Excel, MS-DOS and Windows are trademarks of the Microsoft Corporation.
Jell Rental is offered (subiect to stotus) to businesses trading 1 year or more. Rentol examples shown include extension to 3 yeor On-Site Service,
ind specifications are subject to change without nofice or obligation. The photographed product may not always match the specifications in this

measured using the CRT size. Actual viewing area may be up fo 1 inch less. Office Professional manuals supplied on CD in hypertext format
2 only valid until 30.9.95. The Latitude offers are available for a limited period only.

TEMS THAT BEST SUIT YOUR BUSINESS REQUIREMENTS. [§| WE DELIVER TO YOUR DOOR.

Upgrade a 15” high resolution SVGA Monitor to a

17" high resolution SVGA Monitor K331 W'V

* Intel 100MHz Pentium Processor

» 8Mb RAM

* 256Kb Pipe Line burst Secondary Cache

» 3.5” Diskette Drive

¢ 1Gb Hard Drive

* 9FX Vision 330 64-bit PCI Graphics Card with
1Mb Video Memory

* 15” Colour SVGA Monitor

* 4 PCl and 4 ISA Expansion Slots {1 Shared)

3 Mid-Sized‘Desk'op Chassis

* Quad Speed CD-ROM Drive

» Microsoft Office Pn.'ofessio'nal floaded and
on CD)

Dell Finance 3 year renlal:

£1,399

£14.13 per system, per |
excl. delivery,

handling & VAT

week, excluding delivery
ond VAL

WINDOWS FOR WORKGROUPS 3.11

SOUND UPGRADES

16-Bit Sound Card and Altec Lansing ACS5

Upgrade from ACSS5 stereo speakers to high output

stereo speakers

14W ACS31 speakers with sub-woofer for amazing

sound quality

XP & XPi UPGRADES

Road Warrior Communications Pack
PCMCIA V32bis Data/Fax Modem,

spare battery and attaché carrying case
P R <275 . vaT

Dell Desktap Ready
Dell UltraScan 15TE monitor, DeskDock, 102-key
keyboard and desktop mouse, 10 base T advanced port

Replicator and aftaché carrying case -
£549 + VAT
Mobile Essentials Pack
Spare battery and attaché carrying case -
£125 + VAT
EXTENDED SERVICE PACKS

Latitude M, LX, XP & XPi

Extension to 3 year ‘Collect & Return’ service

Extension to 3 year on-site next business day service

Latitude LX, XP & XPi

3
01344 720000

Please quote PCW 9 when calling Dell Sales.

|
{
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Far MOFe Pentium® Processor power.

Just as you'd expect from one of the world’s Jeading computer companies, Dell offers a range of powerful

Pentium Processor based PCs. Now the celebrated Pentium chip performance is available in a number of the
new Dell notebooks. For the first time you can have the best of both worlds in a portable computer; extra

productivity and the increased mobility of the Dell Latitudes:”

Far more value for money.
There’s no simpler, more cost efficient way to buy one of these advanced computers than by talking to Dell.
Because we deal direct we can keep our overheads down, develop a fast, responsive relationship with our

customers and continue to supply PCs at very competitive prices. Remember, we do so without sacrificing the

inherent high quality of our computers or our award-winning service and support.

Mighty powerful

PCs. For people who
S

Far more desktop choice.

On the inside pages of this advertisement you'll see just a representative

selection of the Dell Dimension range. A pick of Power Platforms - stand alone
machines that offer a performance base for the software you decide on. And
a sample of our Ready-to-Runs — pre-loaded desktops with software packages
featuring industry leading applications. We promise you'll be spoilt for choice..
Now how about a large choice of upgrades too? At Dell, we make it as easy
as possible for you to tailor your system to suit your requirements. So Dell
Enhancement Packs for both desktops and notebooks are included on the

following pages.

Far more mobility.

Have a look at the specifications for the new Dell Latitude XPs too and see how cleverly the best has got
better. The intelligent Lithium lon battery has redefined mobile computing. It gives far more cableless
hours so you have the freedom fo work, travel and communicate without the frusirations and restrictions
associated with the notebooks of the past. All the Dell Latitudes have additions and improvements to
their rich configurations. Bigger, brighter, clearer displays, more storage and, in the new Latitude XPi,
the power of the Pentium Processor. With the new Dell Latitudes, you'll certainly go far. .

Far more peace of mind. ,ﬂ'

I's not only our computing systems that are designed for our customers needs, our

legendary service and support packages are made for you. That's why our - e
Openline™ Hardware Technical Support is available free to our Dimension - I- ? ’\ v
customers from 8am to 8pm, Monday to Friday, with a low cost option f‘g .

to extend to 24 hours, 7 days a week. For our Lafitude customers,
the Openline is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

The Dell ‘Collect and Return Service’ for both Dimension

and Latitude orders is also included for 1 year. In the

meantime, any problems? Need advice? We'll go a

i

2 ot
LAY ZRE

long way to help you.

N
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Contents

Windows 95:
The Truth

With the imminent
launch of Windows 95,
PCW separates fact
from fiction over 36
pages to bring you what
you need to know.

103

ludes Crossword Construction Kit,
Medi8or, a full multimedia authoring
package, and examples from Hands On
Multimedia.

© PCW Interactive CD-ROM

650Mb+ of software, demos, animations,
video and music. This month includes the
virtual reality Visualiser from Superscape.

Fatu res

Playstation vs Saturn 96

by CHRIS CAIN

The games console wars are hotting up again with the release of
new 32-bit systems from Sony and Sega. Can the Playstation's
advanced 3D technology make it number one, or will Saturn run
rings around it?

Interview: Jim Clark

by CLIVE AKASS

Ex-professor of computer science at Stanford University and
creator of Silicon Graphics, Jim Clark is joint founder of
Netscape Communications. Find out why he's known as the
Bill Gates of the Internet.

172

Group Tests

Pentium 90s

As specifications. rise
and prices fall, Pentium
90s are becoming the
most popular choice for
PC users. Nick
Lawrence weighs up
the performance of 23
systems to find the one
worthy of our Editor's
Choice.

" CD-writers

Computers at the Olympics
by GEOF WHEELWRIGHT

To be held in Atlanta next year, the 100th Olympic Games will
be the most computing-intensive event in history. IBM is lead-
ing the field, providing everything from
score-keeping to the instant broadcast
of information over the Iinternet.

174

by STEVEN HELSTRIP .
and GORDON LAING SEaS
Compact Disc is an idea 3:\.
medium for data storage, \
and you can now write your own

for less than 1p a Megabyte. PCW looks at the latest hardware
and software to help you do just that.

182

Access Tutorial

by IAIN SUMMERS & ANGUS MacKELLAIG

In the fourth and final instalment of our Access programming
tutorial, lain Summers and Andy MacKellaig put the finishing
touches to their application.

230
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Editorial

Microsoft has wheeled out Windows
95, and if nothing unforeseen
happens it will ignite the blue touch-
paper on 24th August.

Microsoft has played down some
of the implications for other vendors
of the Win95 marketing miracle. To
take full advantage of Windows 95,
or in some cases even to run under
it, your application software will
need to be upgraded. For Microsoft,
this is a glittering opportunity to
increase Office 95's market share.
Street prices for Win95 versions of
Word and Excel are expected to be
around £50, and as PC Week's
Mole succinctly put it, that “should
be sufficient to kill off what's left of

the broken and bleeding opposition.”

With the office application market
sewn up, Microsoft can turn its
attention to improving its share of
the operating system market. And
what better way to do that than to
force the hardware manufacturers to
sign a draconian licensing
agreement before they can pre-
install Windows 95. Its two main
clauses prevent them from suing
Microsoft, other manufacturers,
distributors and users over any
patent infringement by Windows 95,
and require them to distribute the
Microsoft Network with Windows 95
whether or not customers want it.
After recent legal battles, Microsoft
is understandably cagey about
laying itself open to more.

Insidious though the patent
infringement clause is, the second
condition is even more sinister. If
Microsoft hadn't insisted on it, it
probably would have happened
anyway, but this insistence suggests
an unhealthy compulsion to grab as
big a share of the online market as it
currently holds in office applications
and operating systems.

- Email has been around for years
but it wasn't until recently that it
became ubiquitous. We didn't start
printing an email address on our
letters page until the March '94
issue. Yet its growth has been such,
that this month, for the first time,
every letter we've published has
been received electronically.

Ben Tisdall

Editor

PERSONAL COMPUTER WORLD

Next Month

PCW compares the
latest in high-end
portable hardware
with fast
processors, TFT
colour screens and
docking stations.

Internet
Service Providers

Who can do you the
best Internet access
deal? PCW
compares the
features on offer
from the top service
providers.

Visual Basic 4

Microsoft’s intuitive programming language
gets Windows 95 and OLE 2.0 support.

October issue
— On Sale Thursday 7th September

November issue
— On Sale Thursday 5th October
» Windows 95 databases
» Laser printers
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YOU CAN JUDGE THE QUALITY OF
A NOTEBOOK BY ITS COVER.

It’s not just the content, it'’s what's on the cover that A
counts. And if you'’re looking for quality one name speaks §
volumes. Toshiba.

For two years running we've won PC Magazine’s

award for Service and Reliability.

Between the hardback covers our design ideas
are always novel. We were the first to introduce
built in hard disks, TFT colour screens and PCMCIA

slots and because we use mainly Toshiba built
components the reliability is tried and tested.

Why do we put so much into making all

our notebooks bestsellers? Because we want to

remain the world leader in portables.

Gartner Group research shows that

% while you may have to spend a bit more on

portables than on desktops, people spend




ifll""'"""ﬂmnh ‘

more time working on them. They become notebookworms. but we're sure you'll agree, anything else just doesn’t compute.
Toshiba’s latest edition is the Satellite Pro 400CDT/810

with an interchangeable CD-ROM and floppy disk drive, plus

up to four PCMCIA slots, including two on a Card Station.

Capable of displaying over sixteen million colours, this makes In Touch with Tomorrow

for a good read. ™ -g.."Bn
If you'd like more reading on Toshiba give us a call on LA g 7~

01932 828 828. We'll leave you to reach your own conclusion Toshiba Response Dept., PCD Marketing, Freepost KT4625, Addlestone, Surrey KT15 2BR.




COVER DISK NOTES

Cover Di

Chris Nixon introduces this month’s Windows
Shareware special, which features a fantastic new

spreadsheet, a powerful clean-up utility for purging
those unwanted DLLs and VBXs, a handy connectior
time monitoring system for modems, and an
indispensible drag-and-drop printing utility.

Installing and
running

the PCW
Cover Disk

To install the programs,
insert the disk in drive A:

or B:, and from Windows or
DOS (as long as Windows is
installed on your PC)
run the file PCW.EXE in

Boats, planes, trees, whatever
takes your fancy.

There are quite a few ready-
made puzzles supplied with
this Shareware version (more
than enough to be going on
with), all of which can be
modified.

Medi8or

[Minimum requirements: 386
processor, Windows 3.1, 4Mb
RAM]

Medi8or is a powerful multi-
media authoring package that
allows you to create complete
multimedia products of up to
12 pages (or screens).

It allows full control over
all types of multimedia
objects such as digital movies
and sound files. Adding one
to your publication is as sim-
ple as drawing a box on the
page, double-clicking on it,
selecting the media type from

the resulting dialogue box,
and selecting the file to use
from the standard Windows
File Open dialogue box.
Adding buttons is a snap
too. Simply select “button” as
the type of object to place on
the page, drag a box to the

.

Click in and have fun with
our cover disk

the root directory of that
drive.

Crossword
Construction Kit
[Minimum require-
ments: 286 processor,
Windows 3.1]

If you enjoy doing the
crossword in your daily
paper and have ever
fancied trying your

Persomal

L0IM

World

hand at designing your
own, then Crossword
Construction Kit gives
you everything you
need to produce profes-
sional-looking puzzles
in next to no time.

Not only can you
choose the words to use
and how to place them
in the grid, you can
even design your own

PQ W Cover Disk
September 1995

| Magazine

ot

Please note that while we have taken every care
in the production of this disk we will not accept
responsibility for any problems you may encounter
from using it. Installing and/or running any of
the programs indicates your agreement to this.

oal 1
H]E[L]L

Crosswords

including the actual

crossword layouts, I
shape of the grid itself.
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Copyright © 1993-1995 MatchWare™

Create your own multimedia products with Medi8or

Important details

It you have problems with the Cover Disk such as receiving a
“Cannot read from drive A:” error, please return the disk to the
duplicator: TIB PLC (PCW), TIB House, 11 Edward Street, Brad-
ford BD4 7BH (who may be contacted on 01274 736990) together
with a stamped addressed envelope and two 25p stamps. Where it
is a duplication fault, the postage will be returned along with the
replacement disk.

However, you should note that if your problem is not due to a
faulty disk, and a phone number is shown for the publisher of the
program in question, then it will probably be quicker for you to call
them first as they will be able to provide direct assistance on their
own programs faster than might otherwise be possible. Alternative-
ly, ring our hotline on week days between 10:30 and 4.30pm on
0891 715929. Calls are charged at 39p per minute cheap rate and
49p at all other times.

The PCW cover disk is virus checked at every stage of produc-
tion. However, neither VNU nor PCW will accept liability for any
problems arising from the use of the disk. installing or running any
of the programs on the disk indicates your agreement to this condi-
tion.

You are advised not to install any software on a networked PC
before checking the disk. While PCW maintains a high standard of
quality control, disks may be damaged in transportation. Check the
disk’s shutter before inserting it in the drive by sliding it to the left
and allowing it to spring back.

If you have received the cover disk but would prefer the CD-
ROM, please write to KP Mailing, Block D, Unit 15, Barwell Busi-
ness Park, Leatherhead Road, Chessington, Surrey KT9 2NY,
enclosing a cheque for 80p made payable to VNU Business Publi-
cations to cover postage and packing. Please allow up to 14 days
for the receipt of your CD-ROM.

required size and position, and
assign it an event to perform
when clicked.

Hands On Multimedia
Demos

[Minimum requirements: 286
processor, DOS 3.3]

To accompany this month’s
Hands On Multimedia col-
umn, here is a stunning collec-
tion of graphical demo pro-
grams written for a yearly get-
together of programming
whizzkids, called Assembly.
This is a yearly platform for
bright assembly-language pro-

COVER DISK NOTES

grammers from all over the
world to demonstrate their tal-
ents in open competition, and
some of the most stunning
entries from Assembly ‘94 are
included on this month’s cover
disk.

The competition itself falls
into categories: there’s one for
the best program written in
under 64Kb, and another for
offerings under 4Kb in size. The
programs included on the cover
disk are all from the under 4Kb
category, and you're sure to be
amazed at just what these pro-
grammers can pack into 4Kb.

In order to try them you
should run them from DOS, as
some of them may not necessar-
ily work from inside Windows
on your PC.

Some of the programs on this
month’s cover disk are released
as Shareware. This means that
you are free to evaluate the
software for a certain period,
normally 30 days. If you wish
to continue using the software
after this time you must pay
the author a registration fee,
normally a modest amount, in
return for which you will nor-
mally receive a copy of the lat-
est full release, and often a
printed manual too, as well as
other benefits such as software
support.
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PCW Interactive

CD-ROM

Chris Nixon introduces this month’s
new-look CD-ROM, which features
more pages than ever before, includ-
ing the very best of the latest demos,
utilities, games, animations, videos,
music, and a whole lot more. There’s
even a new option that allows you to
play the videos on this CD-ROM at full

screen resolution.

Installing and
running

PCW
Interactive

Minimum requirements: 4Mb
free RAM (swapfile accept-
able), 386 SX-33 processor,
Windows 3.1. Users with
less than this should still be
able to run all the DOS pro-

grams on the CD-ROM using
the program
DOSMENU.COM, though
you may have to boot
“clean” with no
unnecessary TSRs or device
drivers. Recommended for
best performance: 8Mb
installed RAM, 486 DX-50
processor, Windows 3.11.

To run PCW Interactive you no
longer need to install any part

In this month’s PCW Interactive

Lemmings for Windows)

scape VRT, Windows 95

Who Could Wish

Windows, WebSpinner, Zorro

Fear (9 clips)

From the magazine: Access Tutorial Files, Cover Disk
programs, Internet column files, Hands On Muitimedia demos,
PCW Reviews Index, Visual Basic Low Level source code
Upgrades & test software: CD Test Utility, Microsoft SuperVGA
Drivers, MSCDEX 2.23 Upgrade, Video for Windows Runtime
1.1e, Win32s (Within Lemmings for Windows), WinG (Within

Features: Graphic Gallery, Intel P6, Sound Samples, Super-

Demos: A Christmas Story, Atlas, BC Racers, Circle
Elements, GPSS, Lemmings for Windows, PB Bear's Birthday
Party, Provoice, Reflux, Stardust, Stress, Simply 3D, The Fish

Shareware: Chaos, Crossword Construction Kit, Fuzzy's
World of Miniature Golf, Homecraft Collection, HTMLed,
Medi8or, Professional Bartender, Shihdao, Sparta, Surf for

Digital videos: Cool cartoon, Elastic Reality morphs, GPSS in
action, Intel Pentium advert, Music videos from Canyon, Primal

GAME DEMOS

LEMMINGS FOR
WINDOWS

At last Lemmings has migrated to
Windows, and very playabie itis

too.

However, in order to achieve
respectable speeds the authors
opted to use both WIN32S
(Microsoft's 32 bit Windows) and
WING (Microsoft's souped up
‘windows graphic enging).

But, thankfully, both of these are
installed on your PC when you install
this Demo. After Installation run
Lemmings using Program Manager.

o

Personal Computer

GAME DEMOS

W=/

saed-tni

et i oy

instail Lemmings
9 10 your hard disk e

Waorld [nteractive!

of it to your PC (other than
Video for Windows if you
wish to view the movies, or
possibly Microsoft's new
SuperVGA drivers for
increased performance). All
you need to do is select your
CD-ROM drive and run the
file PCWILEXE in the root
directory for PCW Interactive
to run.

Using the CD-ROM
from DOS
if you don't have Windows, or

Atlas, one of the demos
on this month's PCW
Interactive

Aren’t they cute? The
Lemmings are here

if you experience any
problems running some of the
DOS software from Windows,
exit to DOS and run the pro-
gram DOSMENU.COM which
you'll find in the root directory
of the CD-ROM. DOSMENU
displays a simple menu, from
which you can select any of
the DOS programs and
demos using either the cursor
keys and Return, or a mouse.
Although DOSMENU will
run ail the CD-ROM DOS pro-
grams in most cases, you

MULTIMEDIA DEMOS
ATLAS

Front

Atlas Is a complete multimedia
exploration of the Earth.
Beautifully-drawn maps expand
road map size, and you can obtain
information on more cities than
you can shake a stick at.

This Is definitely one demo that you
ought to take a iook at, even though
it is not interactive.

5 a5 Parsonal Computer i

o, Warld interactive!

MULTIMEDIA DEMOS

"Thesalours imilis derno wil not aiways §
appear corteaty on all PCsiiio s a
confetBatwedntt anatiltector Ifihis

| hapgens, exitto Windews andRin
ADEMOS\MULW&H.TWE(E

soueQq

sIunoyy

Click here to |
explore your world i s
. | i
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may still need to perform a
“clean” boot first to ensure
you have the maximum possi-
ble amount of memory avail-
able. SMARTDRYV in
particular can steal huge
amounts of RAM, and you
may find that by removing it
from memory the resultant
slow-down in performance is
acceptable for the duration of
a particular game.

Using PCW Interactive
The magazine has been
designed to look and feel as
though you're reading a
printed publication. For exam-
ple, at the bottom left and
right of each page you'll find a
page turn icon for turning
backwards or forwards a
page. In addition, there is a
set of ten tabs which appear
down the left- and right-hand
side of each page. Clicking on
any of these will take you
directly to the page in the
magazine where the indicated
section begins.

Throughout PCW Interac-
tive you'll have the opportu-
nity to run or install programs,
get further details on a partic-
ular program, try out demon-
strations of programs, play
videos, listen to audio files
and much more. When any of
these options is available, an
icon will be displayed indicat-
ing the fact. All you need to
do is click once on it to acti-
vate the choice.

Video for Windows
enhanced setup

On the first page of PCW
Interactive you'll have the
opportunity to install the latest
version of Video for Windows
runtime, so that you can view
the digital movies on the CD.
If you haven't installed Video
for Windows from a PCW
Interactive CD before, then
you should install this new
version, as it contains the lat-
est drivers which deliver
higher quality, a larger size
and a faster playback rate. If
you don't install the new ver-
sion, some videos will display
the message “Cannot display

this video”, or similar
warnings.

New to this issue of PCW
Interactive are some extra but-
tons on the Video for Windows
page, which allow you to fine-
tune your PC'’s performance
without having to leave PCW
Interactive or restart Windows.
In particular, you can now
choose to have digital movies
played back on your PC at
full-screen resolution! That's
right, without having recourse
to hardware add-ons such as
MPEG cards, you can have
full-screen digital videos when
you run the PCW Interactive
CD-ROM.

Please remember that
when you exit from PCW
Interactive, if you leave the
option for full screen video
selected, then all video in
other applications will also be
full-screen. If you don’t want
this, then re-run PCW interac-
tive, select the “Windowed”
option and quit again.

Microsoft’s SuperVGA
drivers

Also new to this month’'s PCW
Interactive is a page dedicated
to Microsoft’s fast SuperVGA
graphics drivers. It follows
immediately after the Video for
Windows page, and offers you
the chance to upgrade from
your existing Windows graph-
ics driver(s) for possible
increased performance.
Upgrading to these drivers
may also remove any General
Protection faults or other
errors you experience when
running PCW Interactive.

MSCDEX

Microsoft's CD-ROM exten-
sions (called MSCDEX.EXE)
provide the interface between
your PC and your CD-ROM
drive. There are two versions
in common use, 2.22 and
2.23. If you are using 2.22
you'll find that data is pulled
off your CD-ROMs much more
slowly than with version 2.23.
Also, slightly faulty discs can
be read using version 2.23,
which 2.22 (with less sophisti-
cated error correction) often

COVER DISK NOTES

CD-ROM advice & contacts

The PCW CD-ROM is virus checked at every stage of production.
However, neither VNU nor Silver Disc Interactive can be deemed
liable for any problems arising from its use. You are advised not to
install software on a networked PC before checking the disc.

For technical support on the CD and the programs on it, call

Silver Disc Interactive on 01233 665800. Initially this is a voice
service manned by technical support staff, but it will progress to also
include touch-tone selection of pre-recorded free advice and hints
on a range of topics, a fax-back service, and an answerphone out-
side office hours. It is not a premium rate service and all calls are
charged at the standard rate. You can also email rnixon@gcix.
compulink.co.uk, or on CompuServe: 70007,5547.

can't read.

There are two ways you
can upgrade to the new driver
using this CD-ROM. If you
have Windows, run the PCW
interactive front-end, and step
through the on-screen maga-
zine until you reach the
MSCDEX page. Then click on
the Run button and follow the
simple instructions.

Alternatively, from the DOS
prompt you can change to the
MSCDEX directory of the CD-
ROM and run the file
RUNME.COM. This is in fact
the program executed when
you click the MSCDEX Run
button from within PCW Inter-
active.

Whatever method you use
will automatically instail the
new driver on your hard disk
in the directory
MSCDEX_2.23. Your
AUTOEXEC.BAT file will also
be modified. However, the old
MSCDEX driver will remain on
your hard disk shouid you
wish to return to it, while a
backup copy of your
AUTOEXEC.BAT file will be
saved as AUTOEXEC.SAV.

We recommend you
upgrade to the new driver as it
will enable you to run most
CD-ROM programs you may
have had trouble with. And as
an added bonus, you should
find that most digital videos
are less jerky, while loading
data and running programs
will be much quicker.

Testing your CD-ROM

If you suspect your CD-ROM
may actually be faulty or dam-
aged, you can run the file
CDTEST.EXE in the SYSTEM

directory of the CD-ROM (or
from its page in PCW Interac-
tive). The program will then
examine every byte of data on
the disc to see if it can be cor-
rectly read. The process lasts
up to 35 minutes and gener-
ates a verification code if the
disc passes the test. If the
CD-ROM fails this test, try
cleaning it with a light solution
of washing-up liquid and dry it
with a lint-free cloth, and run
the test again. If it still fails,
return your CD-ROM to the
magazine for a free replace-
ment.

You are free to copy the
CDTEST.EXE program to
your hard disk in order to test
other CD-ROMs, as long as it
is not distributed in any way. If
you are running CDTEST
from your hard drive, you
need to specify the CD-ROM
drive to test, as follows:

CDTEST d:

Note: We offer this tool “as
is” purely as an aid to
diagnosing possible fauits,
some of which may occur
because an older version of
MSCDEX.EXE is in use and
not because of a faulty CD-
ROM, and disclaim any
responsibility for any
erroneous error reports that it
may generate.

Getting help

Detailed help on most of the
programs is available when
you run them. For further
details on using the magazine
itself, click on the Help side
tab at the top right of any

page.
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Stiperscape

inimum requirements:

8Mb RAM, 486 or Pen-
tium processor with SVGA
capable graphics card and
monitor.

On this and the next two
month’s CD-ROMs there will
be a total of six stunning vir-
tual worlds for you to explore,
all created by Superscape’s
VRT system, a virtual reality
authoring package.

This month there are two
virtual worlds, and a program
called a Visualiser, which you
need in order to explore these
worlds or any virtual world cre-
ated in Superscape’s VRT.

To use the Superscape
system, you will need to exit
from Windows (if it is running)
and change to the
SUPERSCP directory on the
PCW CD-ROM. Then run the
program INSTALL.EXE which
will copy the visualiser and vir-
tual worlds to your hard disk.

Please note that this will
require a modification to your
AUTOEXEC.BAT file where a
line similar to
SET
VIS=D: \SUPERSCP\PROGRAMS
is added, which sets the envi-
ronment variable VIS to point
to the Superscape directory
on the CD-ROM. However,
this means that you will need
to restart your PC in order for
this change to take place,
before you can run the visu-
aliser. The installation

' SUPERSCAPE COMPETITION ENTRY

SUPERSCAPE

COMPETITION

| VIRTUAL REALITY

SUPERSCAPE (20f 2)

program will update your
AUTOEXEC .BAT file at the
end of the installation proce-
dure, if you request it to do so
when prompted.

If the visualiser fails to run,
it is likely that you do not have
enough environment space
free for the SET VIS= to work.
Check that the directory con-
taining the SuperScape Visu-
aliser program is in your path
statement within the
AUTOEXEC .BAT file. You
may need to edit your CON-
FIG.SYS file and find the line
that begins SHELL=, and look
along it until you find an
option such as /E:512. When
you have found it, change it to
E:/1024 (or a number that is
512 bigger than the previous
setting).

If you don't have a
SHELL= command or there is

FORM: SEPTEMBER PCW INTERACTIVE

Answer 1

Company..................
Address....................

Answer 2

Return To: PCWI Competition (September), Superscape Ltd,
Cromwell House, Bartley Wood Business Park, Hook, Hampshire

RG27 9XA.
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Please refer to the
magazine for details on
how to enter the
competition and how to
order the Superscape 3D
world constmcti.t‘m kit.

no /E: option, you should add
the following line to the end of
your CONFIG.SYS file:
SHELL=C: \COMMAND .COM
C:\DOS /P /E:1024

The /E:1024 tells DOS to
hand over 1024 bytes of
space to the environment,
and the /P command tells
DOS to make this new setting
permanent for this session.

Remember to replace the
two C:s with the correct letter
if your boot drive is not C:,
also replace
\COMMAND.COM with the
correct command if your shell
program is not there, and
replace the \DOS with the
correct directory if you do not
have DOS installed in \DOS.

The virtual office

The virtual office
demonstrates the
advantages of Virtual Reality
over conventional means of
presentation and modelling,
and provides you with oppor-
tunities to interact with many
objects in the virtual office,
including the chair, pencil,
telephone, calculator or the
doors.

The AIGUA virtual
world

This virtual world
demonstrates rain filling a
reservoir which is used to
create electricity and provide

water which is cleaned before
it arrives in your home.

About Superscape
Superscape is a leading soft-
ware publisher specialising in
real-time 3D visualisation and
virtual creation. Products
include: the Visualiser which
provides real-time visualisa-
tion and interaction of any vir-
tual world application created
in VRT; VRT, the complete
authoring software for rapid
application development; Net-
works, for shared virtual world
experience; and SDK, the
developer’s toolkit and plug-in
architecture to connect to
devices and programs. Virtual
Reality can be used for a wide
variety of applications across
a variety of industries. It can
be used as a sales and mar-
keting aid, a training aid, a
design aid or even as an
entertainment medium.

Further information

If you would like to explore
more Superscape Virtual
Worlds, access their home
page at
http://www.superscape.com
or contact Superscape on
01256 745745.

Your chance to win a
3D Space Mouse

This month Superscape are
offering a special prize of a
3D Space Mouse (worth
£595) that allows you to “fly”
through your virtual world and
provides up to six axis of
movement so that you can
reach any position and orien-
tation irj, your virtual world. For
a chance to win it, enter the
prize draw by filling in the
competition form and send it
to the address shown.

The questions

1) In the Virtual Office, how
many different images are
you able to select in the pic-
ture frame on the office wall?
(@)1 (b) 3 (c) 5?

2) In the AIGUA demonstra-
tion, how many blinds are in
the kitchen?

(@1 (b) 2 (c) 3?
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The new stars from dan

will take you into the world of the Internet.

1995 is the

year of the Internet
and dan's new stars
will guide you through
aseasilyand painlessl&
as possible.

Shining Examples
of Personal Computers

All of dan’s award winning
systems can be easily upgraded
to work perfectly on the Internet.
All .you need is the simple
addition of a dan intemal mo-
dem which can be fitted to any
dan system. We will
pre-configure the modem to
work with your computer. All
you have to do is dial the com-
munications company of your
choice, pay your subscription,

and you’ll be ready for a bright

future on the Internet!

Delivery cost to most of UK
for one system is £15. E.&O.E.

All prices exclude VAT @ 17.5%.

Cert. No: 95/4556
1ISO 9002 / EN 29002 (BS 5750 Pt 2)

FAX-Modem for the

This is your gateway to the out-

side world. You can now send
and receive faxes from your PC
as well as talk to millions of other
computer users through services
like CIX, Compuserve, City
Scape, Demon etc (available on
subscription).  Youcan ‘surf’
the INTERNET, find out infor-

mation on almost any subjectand

even do some of your shopping.

~ 14.4 8PS

28.8 BPS

dan Ultimate PC

The dan Ultimate PC is the
system you’ve been waiting for.

It includes everything you ever
dreamed of - nothing has been
omitted) This computer has the
fastest possible CPU, a giant
hard drive, large monitor and
high performance sound card.
In addition, you get a quad-
speed CD-ROM and a 14.4 BPS
dan fax/modem. If you're
looking for the best, this one is
unbeatable.

Add a

4 x SPEED

and the
M ire cliex

(#3¥ 7}
' for just £189

For sqund capability on above
option, you must add a soundcard.

A
|||||\-1| 4
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Spakcial Offer 486 Power System

486 DX2-DX4 Processor

16MB RAM-525MBHDD
2MB VRAM 64-bit Video Card

15" FST Low Radiation N/! Monitor

® 256KBCache Memory

® Free Slots: 1 PCi, 1 PCior ISA & 3 ISA
® Fast PCi EIDE Hard Disk Controller

® | 44MB Floppy disk Drive

® Desktop or Mini Tower Case w/200W PSU
® | Parallel & 2 Fast Serial Ports

® 102KeyUK Keyboard

® New Microsoft Mouse

® Windows for Workgroups3.11 PPy

® MSDOS6.22 %

® Microsoft Works for Windows

486DX2-66
486DX4-100

1GBEIDEHDD Upgrade Add £96

Based on the above specification
with 14" SVGA Monitor and
your choice of hard disk & CPU.

Spzcial Offer Pentium® Processor System

75-100MHz Pentium* Processor

16MB EDORAM - 850MB HDD|
2MB VRAM 64-bit Video Card_|
15" FST Low Radiation N/l Monitor |

® 256KB Cache Memory

® Free Slots: 2PCi, | PCiorISA & 2ISA

® Fast PCi EIDE Hard Disk Controller

® 1.44MB Floppy disk Drive

® Desktop Case w/200W PSU

® | Parallel & 2 Fast Serial Ports

® 102Key UK Keyboard ( T:Lde)

® New Microsoft Mouse

® Windowsfor Workgroups3.11  P"io
* MSD0S6.22 59
o (“\S

® Microsoft Works for Windows

75MHz
90MHz
100MHz
120MHz

1GBEIDEHDD Upgrade Add £ 61

Configurations

Based on the above specification
with 14" SVGA Monitor and
yourchoice ofhard disk & CPU.

—@—— 486 Processor [ﬂ PENTIUM® Processor
il DX2/66 |- DX4/100 75vHz | 90MHz | 100MHz
525MB  £1301 £1329 525vB  £1469  £1562 £1652
850MB £1336 £1364 gsomB  £1504  £1597 ¢£1687
1GB £1397 £1425 1GB £1565 £1658 £1748
§50 1.04GB  £1741 £1769 1.04G8 £1909 £2002 £2092
2.10GB  £2055 £2083 5 10GB £2223 £2316 £2406

DX2/66 is Cyrix or IBM - DX4/100 is AMD
For Intel DX4/100 add £ 89
(SCSI systems have one PCi siot less)

Lotus 1-2-3, Ami Pro,
Organizer, Approach, Smart Pics,
Screencam & Sage 'Moneywise'

I’ G{olier Encyclopedia
Training for 1-2-3, AmiPre, Approach, Freelance

FIFA International Football
| MegaRace, Them# Park, Dragon Lore

Organizer, Multimedia, Typing, Windows 3:11 etc.

(SCSI systems have one PCi slot less)

A PAUNIRE upgrade from 100MHz  add £153
ARXIVIEE perade from 100MHz  add £248

— dan Multimedia

Choice of Software Bundle

. Multimedia

Microsoft Bundle

Work wicrosot Works
Wihtuorialt Microsot MlOney

Learn Bnearta '95
The best Enc = D
Look w

ty SCreen davers
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Special Configurations at Special Offer Prices

The configurations of dan /s systems are not variable.

'_'_L:A]L p erg from £ 1 3 01

“ PRO 8§ SOR
Dan’s commitment to continuous improvement and customer satisfaction has already resulted in
U Itl m ate PC numerous awards and accolades, both from customers and industry experts. Dan received over forty
awards in 1993 and 1994, including PC Magazine’s Overall Satisfaction with Service and Reliability

i G T Award for three years running. New awards are still coming in 1995. You know you can,rely on dan.

Pentium® Processor

_16MB EDORAM - 1GB EIDE HDD
_2MB VRAM 64-bit Video Cord V»RHIA

17" Monitor Trinitron LR Monitor

4x CD-ROM
SoundBlaster AWE 32 Value 512K
Fax/Modem - Network Card

256K B Cache Memory

Free Slots: 2 PCi

Fast PCi EIDE Hard Disk Controller
Hi-Fi Power dan Speakers (80W PMPQ)
danInternal 14.4BPS Fax/Modem
1.44MB Floppy disk Drive

Full Size Tower Casc w/250W PSU

1 Parallel & 2 Fast Serial Ports

102 Key UK Keyboard

New Microsoft Mouse ]
Windows for Workgroups 3.11 |NTe de
MSDO0S6.22

Softwaretitles:
MS Encarta'95 Encyclopedia,
MS Works for Windows
MS Money for Windows
MS Scenes

__1

Tmme
ey
1]

i

ji

Mﬁ%ﬁ"

f'V\

Limitedquantitiesof Pipeline Burst dan Mini Tower Case Option

Cache Memory available.
Add £55

umay
[

dan Ultimate PC
RECOMMENDED

& il

Upgrade Kits  |o.PC 2 e —] -
alpreh \_mmmm. 4 Recognising the value
M of a fully-configured sys-
Dan Multimedia Kit 2 Dan Multimedia Kit 3 tem designed with the
| Speed CD-ROM -ROM power user in mind, we can recommend
. 4x p ! 1 4x Speed CD val the dan ultimate PC (£3,338). As'well as
SoundBlaster 16 SoundBlaster AWE 32 alse a 100MHz Pentium and 1GB hard disk,
| Advanced Speakers 1owpipo Hi-Fi Power Speakers sowpupo you also get a quad-speed CD-ROM,
=t N | SoundBlaster AWE32, network interface
T Mlcrophone l Mlcr()phon card, data/fax modem & DAT drive. This
MICI’OSOﬁ Bundle 1 Microsoft Bundle excellent mix of components eamned it the

highest feature score in this review, and
should largely remove the need for  dis-
ruptive upgrades.” PC Magazine (dan
Ultimate/100), June '95

256 | 207 | 326 | 277

|

Multimedia Kit2 w/Microsoft Bundle

Subtract £ 36 for 2x Speed CD-ROM instead of the 4x Speed one.

London: 0181 830 1100 Leeds: 0113 259 1200

LONDON: Ironbridge Close, Great Central Way, LondonNW10ONW.  FAX:0181-830 1122 ' E . d a n
i FAX:0113-2390652 A v

LEEDS: 10 Feast Field, Town Street, Horsforth, Leeds LS184TJ.

ISRAEL:  S.G.M. Computers Ltd. Tel: +972 (0)9 563536 FAX: +972 (0)9 563537 ) tec h n o I ogy p I c

Opening Hours / Showroom: Mon-Fri 10am-6pm



Your Mac or PC can help save your
marriage

IT and the UK 21
Market research reveals mixed
view of IT in Britain

More mergers 23
Symantec buys Delrina, and Adobe
buys Frame

Plus point 23
Microsoft's Plus! utility pack is
featured-packed

Joining forces 26
Novell to merge NetWare and Unix
in fight against Windows NT

In the Office 26
New 32-bit Microsoft Office suite
set to ship with Win95
Lightweights lost 27

Maijor notebook makers abandon
low-featured lightweights

On the cards 30
Taxan and ATI in graphics cards
partnership agreement

Software bestsellers 39

New PCW format

@ Starting this issue, the bulk
of the adverts we run each
month have moved to the back
of the magazine. This should
make the editorial easier to find
your way around. News now
starts on page 20, over three
hundred pages earlier than the
August issue, and our dealer
ads now start on page 356.
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mae gt WIiNn9S cliffhanger as

Gates fights over net

he launch of Windows 95
looked definite for 24th
August as we went to press, but

. exactly what form it would take

was something of a cliffhanger.
Anti-monopoly investigators at
the US Department of Justice
(DoJ) were questioning the
bundling, with the Win95 desktop,
of a sign-on button for the new
Microsoft Network (MSN}).

Critics pointed out that an
expected tens of millions will be
just a click away from presenting
Microsoft chairman, Bill Gates,
with a lucrative domination of
international networks which are
moving rapidly into the age of
electronic commerce.

Microsoft protested that both
IBM and Apple have linked simi-
lar network services with their
operating systems, OS/2 Warp
and Mac OS. IBM is the biggest
Internet provider in Europe.

Gates was reported as saying

he had no intention of
unbundling the MSN, but
Microsoft officials in the US
admitted that they were looking
at how it could be done.

They claimed that the
Network is so tightly integrated
into the Win95 architecture that
pulling it would affect the base
code. One solution would be to
deactivate the MSN icon, leaving
users to apply for a sign-on disk
as they would for any other on-
line service. But the disk would
merely activate code already in
the operating system.

In London, Microsoft officials
were predicting that Win95
would launch with MSN unless
the DoJ intervened before the
code was finalised in mid-July.
But that would risk legal moves
by the DoJ which could force a
costly withdrawal.

But even if Win95 ships on
time, many PC vendors may not

be able to ship it with machines
until September, and some deal-
ers fear it will be slow to reach
the sheives.

But the new operating system
will generate £1.6 billion worth of
business in Britain alone over the
next two years, according to the
DS Group, a Microsoft specialist
dealer.

Microsoft was set to list up to
200 Windows 3.x products that
would not work with Win95
because of allegedly non-stan-
dard code.

Clive Akass (London);
Tim Bajarin (Los Angeles)

We’ve lost the battle for the
desktop, admits IBM man

top IBM executive

astonished journalists last
month by admitting that the com-
pany has iost the battle for the
desktop interface.

The statement by John
Whiteside (left), worldwide head
of the IBM Global Network (IGN),
followed a year-long campaign
by IBM to win market
acceptance for its OS/2 Warp
operating system by capitalising
on delays in Microsoft's
Windows 95.

It has been an article of faith
for IBM officials that Warp
should, and could, win out over
Win95. Their campaign won

RSONAL COMPUTER WORLD

respect for IBM’s 32-bit operat-
ing system, which has been sell-
ing respectably if not
spectacularly. But it has hardly
dented Microsoft’s market share,
even though competing with
Windows 3.x.

Whiteside was in Britain to
raise awareness of IBM’s
network, which claims to have
25,000 users in more than 100
countries. Asked how the IGN
would compete if a sign-on but-
ton for the new Microsoft
Network is bundled with Win95,
(see above), he replied: “I may
be a bit of a heretic within IBM
but | say we have lost the battle

for the desktop graphical inter-
face and we have to learn to live -
with that.”

IBM’s response will be to
support all operating systems,
and services like Microsoft
Exchange which stem from
Win95, Whiteside said.

His visit gave some insight
into why IBM bought Lotus and
appeared to signal a change of
tack by the company. See News
Analysis, page 43.

Clive Akass
IBM Global Network freephone
0800 973000



Love me, love my PC...

he “computer widow" syndrome has

been blamed for many a divorce. But
now it seems that you can get your PC or
Mac to help save your marriage. Harper
Collins is selling a £39.95 CD version of
John Gray's book Men are from Mars,
Women are from Venus; a bestseller in the
US, where books on “relationships” are an
industry in themselves. The CD, being inter-
active, acts more like a real therapist, which
seems dangerous when you consider the
phenomenon called transference — the ten-
dency for people to form strong bonds with
their therapists. Perish the thought: you might
fall in love with your computer.
Clive Akass
Harper Collins 0181 741 7070
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Syquest fights back as Zip jams

yquest has come

up with a stun-
ning riposte to
lomega's Zip drive,
for which demand is
currently outrunning supply.

Syquest's new EZ135 drive

takes removable 135Mb

to appear here in any number
until September.
lomega has
an ace up its
sleeve with the
new Jaz drive,
announced last
month in the US, which uses

cartridges costing as little as
£12.50, compared with the Zip’s
100Mb diskettes costing around
£15. Moreover, the EZ135 has a
claimed mean access time of
13.5ms — twice as fast as the
Zip and about the same as a
fast hard disk — and a data
transfer rate of up to 2.4Mb/sec.
The Zip we tested could only
manage a fraction of that trans-
fer rate, but it was using the
slower parallel port. We'll give a
better comparison next month, if
Syquest supplies us with an

EZ135 soon enough.

The internal version of the
EX135, which can be daisy-
chained from a IDE hard drive,
will cost just £149 — exactly the
same as the Zip. External paral-
lel-port and SCSI (PC or Mac)
models will be more expensive
at£179.

The Zip sold so fast in the US
that lomega limited shipments to
the UK. lomega is talking to both
Seiko and Epson about manu-
facturing Zips to meet the
demand. They are not expected

1Gb diskettes. It has a claimed
access time of 12ms and a
transfer rate of up to
6.77Mb/sec. It will sell for about
£375.

But Andrew Graham,
Syquest’s sales director for
Northern Europe said: “We have
a road map for going forward.
We have been working on drives
of up to 1.3Gb. It's our market.
We have been in it for a long
time. Watch this space.”
lomega 0800 898563; Syquest 01264
362266

The highs and lows of British IT

mixed view of Britain’s use of information tech-
nology has emerged from two market research
organisations over the past month.

Banner reported that fewer than one in two of
Britain’s businesses own a single computer, and of
those more than six in ten are still using dot-matrix
printers. A large proportion of staff are technopho-
bic. Nearly eight in ten make no attempt to back up
vital files, and 90 percent have never been to a
computer show, Banner says.

The good news is that this end of the market has
a huge potential for growth. But Banner warns: “It is

very difficult to reach these people.”

The picture is rather different in large
companies, where Britain is Europe’s fastest grow-
ing market in three out of four key areas, according
to Computer Intelligence Europe.

Overall demand for IT products has increased
here by 28 percent since January, 1994: 13 percent
more than in Germany, and six percent more than
in France. British market growth was also highest in
networks and server product sectors (equalled only
by Germany's in the PC market).

Computer Intelligence 01344 710021

NEWSPRINT

Silicon makes
the Pentium

look slow

@ Silicon Graphics put Intel
in its place last month with a
new graphics workstation
with a claimed performance
on some tasks equivalent to
that of 300 Pentiums.

The Indigo2 Impact is
said to have 100 times the
visualisation power if its
stablemate, the Indigo2
Extreme. Silicon Graphics
demonstrated it mapping
complex textures to virtual-
reality buildings in real time.
Prices start at £29,100.
Silicon Graphics 01734 257500

Sticky fingers
@ The £85 Big-Keys
keyboard, with its letters
arranged in alphabetical
order. is aimed at introducing.
it might also help keep their
sticky fingers off your own
keyboard.

KCS 01703 584314

AMD coup

@ ICL is to use Advanced
Micro Devices Am486
DX4/100 chips in its PCs.
AMD 01483 740440

It's a date

@ Calendar Manager 5.0 for
Banyan VINES lets you
schedule meetings, confer-
ence rooms and resources
across the network. It costs
from £660.

Russell Information Sciences

001617 467 1509
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FOR
LOTUS SMARTSUITE

i

Working Together-

The only complete solution for Windows desktops

DON'T PAY
BUY NOW. P LATER.

No strings, no catches. When you buy Lotus Lotus 1-2-3 spreadsheet, Ami Pro word

- “Lotus,
SmartSuite for Windows, the five leading ; SMAKI‘SU"E processor, Approach database, Freelance

business software applications, we will _%:*E j_:;_@ Graphics presentation graphics and
. T j

give you a FREE* Upgrade Licence for * "—'T:::m ; 'Organizer personal information manager.

Lotus SmartSuite for Windows 95 or OS/2. What The Lotus Buyer's Assurance - givirig you the

ever operating system you may choose, buy choice to move when you think the time is

Lotus SmartSuite now and your future LO l I right. Order now by calling a Lotus
®

is assured. Lotus SmartSuite includes: ~ Working Together*  Reseller (major credit cards accepted)).

ACTION COMPUTER SUPPLIES BYTE DIRECT INMAC (UK) LTD. SOFTWARE WAREHOUSE TECHNOMATIC
0800 333 333 0121 766 5559 01928 579 345 01675 466 467 0181 205 9558

“Offer applies to those purchases made between 20695 and 31.1295, Upgrade must be claimed before 286.96. Free Upgrade Licence excludes media and documentation which may be purchased separately. Lotus SmartSulte is available
in diskette and CD-ROM format. Pack and voucher supplied may differ from that shown. Lotus, Working Together, 1-2-3. SmartSuite. Ami Pro, Freelance Graphics, Lotus Notes and Approach are registered trademarks and Organizer are
trademarks of Lotus Development Corporation. All companies are registered trademarks of their respective companles. **Upgrade price from a Lotus Desktop application or Trade Up from any qualifying competitive application.

Price quoted is an estimated street price. excludes VAT and P&P. Reseller prices may vary.
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Microsoft

Plus! packs

a punch

icrosoft last month gave UK journalists
their first chance to try out the Microsoft
Plus! utility pack, an add-on to Windows 95.
It includes some, but by no means all, of
the kind of utilities traditionally offered by
third-party suppliers (see page 159). The

main features are:

« System Agent — monitors your PC as you
work, optimising disk usage and warning of
potential problems such as a shortage of

space.

- DriveSpace 3.0 — supports drives of up to
2Gb, with greater compression ratios than
are offered by the version shipping with

Wing5.

- Desktop Themes — offers a selection of
screen décors, with different sounds, wallpa-
per, fonts, colour, and animated icons. They
vary from the elegant to the execrable.

» Multimedia Pinball — a rather good arcade

game (see top right).

« The Internet Jumpstart Kit — provides an easy
way to set up for the Internet, and includes Internet
Explorer, Microsoft's browser. This looks good but

lacks any startling innovations.

Plus! is reasonably priced at less than £40 but
offers nothing that you could not live without,
except perhaps System Agent, which should

surely have been

part of Windows 95 itself — what is an operating

as possible?

system for, if not to use your system as efficiently

Don’t even think of getting Plus! if your machine

has less than 8Mb RAM, and be warned that it

Clive Akass

takes between 25Mb and 40Mb of disk space.

Microsoft 01734 270001

Big-name merger mania continues

ast month saw two more

major IT takeovers in the
wake of the IBM-Lotus deal.
Utilities specialist Symantec
paid $415 million for Canadian
software house Delrina, and
Adobe paid $500m for Frame
Technology, best known for
the desktop-publishing pack-
age FrameMaker.

The Adobe deal
promises some interesting
synergy for Web users.
FrameMaker is geared to
publishing technical docu-
mentation, and to using
SGML, a versatile superset of
the Web-page formatting lan-
guage, HTML. Adobe's
“portable document”

language, Acrobat, has been
suggested as a rival Web
lingua franca.

Adobe also owns the

PageMaker DTP package.
Adobe chief Joe Warnock
said: “Our products are
complementary, not com-
petitive.”

The Delrina deal broad-
ens the comms base of
Symantec, which publishes
the remote-control
package, PC AnyWhere.
Delrina’s WinFax package
has sold a claimed 10 mil-
lion copies in five years.

Symantec chairman
Gordon Eubanks said the
merged companies would
be able to offer “a complete
solution for managing, sending
and receiving information.”
Clive Akass

NEWSPRINT

Tim Bajarin
in the US

Take my wireless

business card...

® Ex Machina has some
great software that allows PC
or Mac users to send text
messages to pagers. It
allows you to create a wire-
less business card in the
form of a runtime version of
the connect program.

This can then be used
with any modem-equipped
PC to send you a message.
The company will do the
Reach Me disks for you in
$149 packs of 50. The will be
available in the UK by the
end of the year.

NEC backs
Sony on MMCD

@ Sony and Phillips got a
boost last month when
Japan’s major PC vendor,
NEC, announced that it
would support the Multimedia
CD (MMCD) standard.

Sony fears getting burned
in another battle over the
rival VHS-Beta video-record-
ing standards, with Time
Warner and Toshiba putting
up a rival format.

Sony and Phillips are
being very aggressive with
computer vendors, hoping to
put MMCD drives in all con-
sumer PCs soon.

NEC is significant
because it has has just paid
$140 million for a 20 percent
stake in Packard Bell.

Gateway has also com-
mitted to MMCD, which
defines a 3.7Gb single-sided
and 7.4Gb dual-layered disk.

Dinky pinky can
do your

mousework

® A keyboard with a built-in
fingerpad is being sold by
Cirque Corporation, original
developer of the pad.

The pad is placed
between the qwerty keys and
the numeric pad, enabling
you to move the cursor even
with your little finger.

it should be available in
Britain this autumn for about:
$150.

Cirque + 801 467 1100
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Sage Sovereign.
Accounting software

with every feature you
have in mind.

Think of the accounting software that
is exactly right for your husiness and you’ll
find we've already thought of it. Sage
Sovereign. Software that meets the needs
of your business so precisely you might have
designed it yourself.

ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE THAT
CHANGES TO SUIT YOU

The key to Sovereign is tailorabhility.
Its modular approach to business
accounting allows you to decide on the
features and functions you require, and
specify exactly how you want them to
operate. Which means that you get all of the
features you need, functioning exactly the
way you want.

Sovereign’s flexibility
means that it is perfect
for any type of business,
regardless of market sector.
Manufacturing, retail,
construction, advertising,
financial services — companies
working in all industries have
discovered that Sovereign
can help put them ahead. Working with
specialist Sovereign Development Centres,
Sovereign has heen specifically tailored to
the unique requirements of each industry.
So you'll probably find that, whatever your
business, there will already he a customised
solution for you.

HIGH PERFORMANCE SOFTWARE

Sage Sovereign doesn’t just offer
flexibility, it offers functionality. Sovereign
is comprehensive enough to meet the needs
of any husiness — large or small, single user
or 200+ network. And as those needs evolve,

[SIAIGIE]
[SJONVIEIRTEDCIN]

Sovereign is versatile and powerful enough to
be ahle to meet the change. So no matter
how fast your company grows, or how diverse
it becomes, it will never outgrow Sovereign.

A POWERFUL BUSINESS TOOL

Accurate, up-to-date husiness inform-
ation is one of the most valuahle commodities
in today’s competitive marketplace. Sovereign’s
powerful Executive Information System and
the new Sovereign Windows Report Writer
provide you with the information you need to
make effective management decisions.

Another factor in Sovereign's success is
its ahility to connect with third party software
packages such as Microsoft Office, which
allows data to he ‘sucked in’
to spreadsheets and reports for
analysis and manipulation.
This lets your company identify
opportunities and act upon
them, tighten up financial
controls and ultimately make
hetter-informed decisions,
giving your company a
competitive edge.

EVERYBODY COUNTS ON THE
UK'S NUMBER ONE

Existing Sovereign users already
know how effective it is. A view that's
supported by the Institute of Chartered
Accountants in England and Wales*, which
has accredited all accounting products in the
Sage range. And hecause we're a UK
company, we have a unigue insight into the
particular needs of husinesses in this
country — which is why over 100,000 of
them have turned to us for the solution to

* Purchasers should ensure that the Licensed Program Matenals (the Materials®) meet thew own specific reqe b any ion
ot the Matenals, the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales shall not be liable for any loss or damage incurred by any person, occasioned
by the use of the Matenals or any related products or services, howsoever caused.

their accounting needs, making us the UK's
number one in accounting software.

To find out how your company can
henefit from the Sovereign advantage, call
Sage today on 0800 33 66 33. We'll discuss
your needs and offer a solution to your
problems. And you'll find that while you've
been thinking ahout the accounting system
you really need, we’ve been developing it.

Sage Sovereign at a glance

1 Sovereign is the flagship product from
Sage, the UK’s number one in accounting
software.

2 Sovereign is a completely tailorable
accounting solution ahle to meet the
demands of any business.

3 14 different business and accounting
modules that build up into the perfect
business management system.

4 Seamless links to other software enables
data to be used throughout the company.

5 Systems from single user up to 200+
networis,

6 Accredited by the Institute of Chartered
Accountants in England and Wales*.

Call Sage today for more information

02700

3366 33

Please guote Ref: SVPCW1

EVERYBODY
COUNTS ON
THE

UK’'S NUMBER

ONE

SIAIGIE

Sage House, Benton Park Road,
Newcastle upon Tyne NE7 7LZ.
Tel: 0191 201 3000 Fax: 0191 201 0308

[r—————————————— ——=
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Orange launches
Data service

@ Users of Orange’s new
mobile data service will be
charged exactly the same as
for voice calls. A one-off sup-
port fee of £50 is waived if
you buy the Orange version
of the Nokia adaptor. Cell
networks usually charge
more for data because of
extra equipment. Orange
charges less than Cellnet or
Vodafone. Mercury One20ne
doesn't yet offer a data service.
But it will cost you nearly
£700 to connect to the
Orange data service - £199
for the phone and a hefty
£499 for a card adapter.
Orange 0973 201911
Simon Rockman

New Internetsuite
from Quarterdeck

@ Quarterdeck’s new Inter-
netsuite tackles the most
daunting aspect of getting
wired - signing on. It provides
software for easy registration
with more than 70 Internet
providers.

The suite consists of five
tools, including telnet and ftp
clients, a message cente, the
company's own Mosaic
browser, and a location man-
ager which allows you dial in
from several locations. It will
sell for less than £100.
Quarterdeck 01245 496699

Star turn

@ CompuServe now offers
full timetables for all Eurostar
Channel Tunnel services. The
European Railway Timetables
service (GO RAILWAY), pro-
vided by Deutsche Bahn AG,
has info on connections
throughout Europe.

Modem bundle

@ Elonex is bundling its PCs
with Dynanet modems and
free registration with Internet
service provider Easynet,
plus 45 days’ free access.
Elonex 0181 452 4444

Get wasted

@ MoDo Paper has released
an information pack on how

to cut down on waste paper.
MoDo 01959 561999

NetWare to join Unix
in battle against NT

Novell is merging its NetWare
and Unix operations in a bid
to stave off the threat from NT,
the heavy-duty version of
Windows. The move, announced
in the run-up to last month’s Net-
works Show, also reflects the
increasing convergence of local
and wide-area networks.
NetWare dominates local
nets as much as Unix (in its vari-
ous flavours) dominates large
corporate systems, but faces a
growing threat from Microsoft.
NT has barely 10 percent of the
corporate market but it has been
gaining credibility as it matures.
The latest version (3.51) of
NT is shortly to get the Win95

user interface, which will allow
companies to put the same
graphical front-end on every
computer on a network. A beta
version of the interface is avail-
able on the net, and is reported
to be very stable, leading to
speculation that Microsoft
delayed its release to clear the
field for Win95. The same front-
end will be put on Cairo, the
next major release of NT which
is due out late next year.

In Novell’s favour in this
battle is its huge installed
base and the fact that many
companies will be reluctant to
put all their eggs in the
Microsoft basket.

Noveli says it plans to merge
the best of Netware and Unix
into a single network operating
system. Chairman Bob
Frankenberg said: “This will be
the network computing platform
our industry partners and
cusomers worldwide will rely on

well into the next century.”
Novell 01344 724460

An early start to the Office

he new 32-bit
Microsoft Office
application suite, which
is set to ship more or
less at the same time as
Win95, will have a clear
run for most of the year.
Lotus does not plan to
launch its rival Smart-
Suite until November and
Novell will not launch
PerfectOffice for Windows
95 until the year’s end.
Both Lotus and Novell
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P4
-
=
-
x
e
-
=

are placing a big emphasis of

co-operative working. Novell’s

strategy, codenamed storm,

also includes making applica-
tions smarter.

Meanwhile, Lotus has
launched LotusScript 3.0, a
Basic-like object-oriented
programming language
which will be packaged with
all its next-generation prod-
ucts, including the forthcom-
ing Notes 4.0.

Lotus 01784 455445; Novell 01344 724460

Remote control and file transfer
rush in to the Networks Show

Arush of remote control and file-transfer
programs was announced in the run-up to the

Networks Show.

Home-grown software included Diall, from
London-based Opus One, which provides email
and dial-out communications from within any Win-
dows application. It costs £99 and is available now.
Stac Electronics is offering a free evaluation kit of
the new version 5.0 of its ReachOut file-tansfer and

remote-control package

Microcom introduced Carbon Copy for Windows
3.0, which is said to have more tham 100 new fea-
tures, including the ability to control PCs running

now for £110.

DOS, Windows or or Windows 95. [t is available

Traveling Software’s Laplink for Windows, which

now inludes remote control, is available for £149.95
(see page 121).

PictureTel's LiveShare is rather different, allow-
ing users of remote PC's to work together on the
same screen. It costs £199.

Farallon's Timbuktu for Windows allows remote

useres to access networks over the Internet as well

as by direct dial. It costs £125 for a twin pack.
Microcom 01483 740763; Stac 01344 302900; Traveling Software
01753 818282, PictureTel 01753 673000; Farallon 0181 758 7546
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Notebook makers abandon
low-featured lightweights

M ajor netebook makers have
virtually abandoned the
idea of lightweight models which
sacrifice features for portability.
They are making either
handhelds, or powerful
notebooks that are hardly more
portable than a bag of shopping.

Toshiba and Hewlett-Packard
have partly bucked the trend by
offering full-featured models, the
Portégé and the Omnibook
600CT, which are honed for
portability. But they still weigh an
appreciable 4ib or so.

Light, low-featured models
have proved a disaster in the
market, according to several
vendors who have visited Per-
sonal Computer World. They
claim true portables cannot be
produced cheaply enough with
the features now expected,
apparently, by just about every-

one except jour-
nalists (who are
crying out for an
ultralight word
processor with
good comms).

But Christo-
pher Morgan,
HP's mobile
products mar-
keting manager,
said: “There is a
market in beween, which is the
‘work on the go’ market. This is
what the Omnibook 600CT is
aimed at,” he said.

And very nice the 600CT is,
too, if you can run to £2,780.
The 3.8lb 600CT has a 9.5in
TFT colour screen, a new Lithi-
um-ion battery with a life of up
to four hours, and 16-bit sound,
as well as all the features of the
old 600.

There is a strong move in the US to get PC vendors to create a sub-
3Ib "portable email" machine, writes Tim Bajarin from Los Angeles.
It would need a real keyboard and a decent screen and could be
done with today's technology. At least three vendors are working on
a system about the size of a paper organiser — one design fits into a
portable binder and even includes paper pages. Software is likely to
be based on Daytimer 2.0, the PC version of of America’s leading

paper organiser.
Daytimer 0181 370 7030

Also very desirable is
Toshiba's Portégé, which
weighs about 1ib more, but at
9.8in x 7.9in is smaller than an
A4 portable. It uses the new low-
voltage 90MHz Pentium chip,
which draws what Toshiba
claims is a genuine 4.5 hours of
normal working use from the
Lithium-ion battery. The entry-
level price is £3550.

Toshiba has also introduced
the Satellite Pro, which has an
interchangeable floppy and CD
drive. It costs £2,850 with a dual-
scan colour screen, or £3,695
with a TFT true-colour.

And there are three new
T2100 models using a 75MHz
DX4 chip and costing from
£1795.

Toshiba 01932 841600; Hewlett-Packard
01344 360000

HP offers cheap all-rounder

NEWSPRINT

® MicroTouch Systems is
offering a 14in add-on touch
screen for £395 — a claimed
25 percent less than rival
products. The resistive
screen will take input from a
finger, pen or stylus. The
company aiso markets VDUs
with the touch-sensitive sur-
face bonded to the display.
MicroTouch Systems (184 426 0123

Maplin move
@ Maplin has published a
first ever computer version
of it's famous electronics
catalogue.lt costs £1.
Maplin 0800 136 156

AS you like it

® Visual Control lets you con-
trol any number of AS/400
machines from a Windows
PC. It costs $995 per AS/400.
Tango/04 (+34 3) 273 45 95 (Spain)

Hot stuff

@ Viatec has been appointed
UK distributor of HoTMetal
Pro 2.0, latest £169 version
of the hypertext editor.

Viatec 01276 684506

Xara deals

@ Xara is seeking dealers for
Xara Studio, its £199 32-bit
“Corel killer” package.

ecent combination office machines machine for faxing. Xara 01442 350000
from the likes of Xerox and Konica Epson's £299 Lapcat package (left)
are facing stiff competition from a low- bundles a scanner with Xerox Net bundle

® Voss Net Communications
is offering £144 of Internet
time with itsr £163.99

14 .4Kbps and £253.99
28.8Kbps fax/modems.

Voss Net 01753 737900

document-management and OCR
software.

The company says it can be used as
a scanner in conjunction with a printer,
or as a fax machine via a suitable
modem.
@ Hewlett-Packard is launching in the
UK a near-photographic colour printer priced for the
home market. Prices for the DeskJet 600 and its
Mac equivalent, the DeskWriter 600, and the
OfficeJet LX will be announced when they are
launched.
Hewlett-Packard 01344 360000; Epson 01442 61144

cost offering from Hewlett-Packard.
Epson has come up with scanner bun-
dle targeting the same market.

HP's OfficeJet LX is said to be sell-
ing in tens of thousands in the US and
will be very competitively priced here.

It combines the functions of a fax
machine, copier, and inkjet printer; the engine is
basically that of the DeskJet, with an effective 600 x
300dpi resolution. It can be used from the PC or as
an ordinary fax machine.Oddly, Hewlett-Packard
has not included data-modem facilities even though
the necessary hardware must already be in the

Dongle card

@ Data Encryption Systems
has launched a PC Card ver-
sion of its DESKey dongle.
DES 01823 352357
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A fully animated,
interactive multimedia science
adventure for children aged 6-10.
Children can drive the bus,
allowing them to explore areas of

imagination and g i
th‘emtz:)gois to create fun projects
like newspapers. banners
and cards. Plus 500 new stickers

and 300 new sounds!

i With it omplete writing
Fhe body at their ov‘vn‘ pace. ' and singy S large trackbaj Ac phildren o i
With more than 200 ‘clickables gle /arge bu program for ¢
; A is a on. Easypay des over 8,000
this software will engage to m new and fyn wa it inclu v 2 child’s
children and encourage exploration. Pz 3 PC easjer to usye for story starters 10 spa\:eS e

Children can learn
about the 150 million year
period in which the
dinosaurs dominated our planet.
There are over 1,000
high quality colour illustrations
and photographs and
nearly 200 articles about the lives
and breeding habits of
80 dinosaurs and dozens of other
prehistoric creatures

A fascmatvng
eXxploration of the solar Syste,
for children aged 6-10 E
Children can drive the busl and
- explore areas of
Nterest at their own pace
while ajlsq exploring v
concepts such a5 8ravity and
‘ Planetary Information
with incredip/e 3D animationg
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An interactive tour
through the life and times of
various ancient Egyptian,
Greek and Roman civilisations,
You can fearn about the
monuments, the mysteries, and

the people, at work
and at play. There are over
1,000 interactive articles,
over 25 animated and video
sequences with hours of
narration and sound effectst

An interactive, educational
and fascinating journey into
the animal kingdom
and its disappearing habitat.
This CD-ROM includes
1,000 articles with high quality
colour illustrations and
over 100 narrated video clips,
featuring 250 of nature's
most colourful and dangerous

inhabitants!

00

8ame for chilgre

animations an

Ng and fun
" aged 8-12 thyy

€ SCary sounds,

irtist

Children aged 6-12
€an express their Creativity b,
- creatipg step-by-step et
mated Pictures, Comic stp;
bgdges. stickers ang =

' 600 Unusyal
stlckers. including 50 new
animated onest

What better way to make learning fun than to introduce

your children to our home software range. All provide an

interesting and stimulating environment to learn and play.

The Microsoft® children’s range. It's learning in disguise.

For more information or the stockist nearest you, call
the Microsoft Connection on 0345 002000.

Microsoft

I WHERE DO YOU WANT TO GO TODAY?"‘l

©1995 Microsoft Corporation. tSpecial UK edition (spelling and narration). Microsoft is a
registered trademark and “Where do you want to go today?” and Explorapedia are trademarks of
Microsoft in the U.S. and/or other countries. The Magic School Bus 1s a trademark of
Scholastic Inc. How the Leopard Got His Spots © 1995 Rabbit Ears Production. Inc.
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PCI price bonus

for Mac cards

@ Monitor maker Taxan is
to market graphics cards
from ATl under a new part-
nership agreement between
the two companies. Among
their new joint products will
be the Xclaim GA graphics
card for PCl machines,
including PowerMacs.

Some PowerMacs come

- equipped with a version of
this card, but the standalone
GA differs in having both
Apple and VGA display
ports, allowing a cheaper
PC monitor to be used.

It comes in £329 2Mb
and £429 4Mb VRAM ver-
sions supporting resolutions
up to 1600 x 1200.

The GA uses ATI's new
mach64 graphics controller,
which is also sold direct to
PC makers to install 64-bit
graphics acceleration direct
on the motherboard.

The chip is optimised to
work with Win95’s new fast-
draw facilities.

Taxan 01344 779000; AT 01235 833666

e e
P

@ HotDocs 2.0 claims to
automate the formatting and
writing of routine documents

3D walkthroughs could give
home buyers a better view

esearch aimed at getting

3D pictures of nuclear
plants may provide a cheap way
to construct walkthrough virtual-
reality images of buildings for
architects and even home buy-
ers.

The Euro-funded research
at University College, London,
led to a way of mapping com-
plex spaces using a remote-
controlled video camera.

A venture company called As-Built Solutions
was founded to exploit the research, and its
system has been merged with plant-design
software from UK CAD specialist CADCentre to
produce a package excitingly called PDMS
DIGI-AB.

The basic hardware is adapted from two
ordinary video cameras, one narrow focus for
accuracy and the other giving a broad view for
indexing. These are fitted onto a PC-controlled
theodolite that swivels in all directions to take
images that have a known relationship to each
other.

View sets are taken from at least three sites
to provide distance information, but the device
does not have to be aligned and sited
accurately because the software works out
where it is.

DIGI-AB'’s library of
calibrated images allows
zoom views from several
angles

It produces a library of
calibrated images which
can be used in
themselves, or to build up
accurate virtual reality images of complex
installations such as oil platforms. The latter
process requires some human input, relating
pictured objects such as pipes and pumps to a
library of stored models. It can be used to visu-
alise a plant for a major refit, or to map installa-
tions as they are constructed.

David Wheeldon, general manager of the
CADCentre’s visual systems division, said:
“This is an alternative way of conveying infor-
mation, rather than the usual methods of draw-
ings and reports.”

The company uses Silicon Graphics
machines for 3D walkthroughs, but technical
manager Andy Deacon said he could foresee
cheaper systems running on PCs which might
find a wider market.

CADCentre 01223 314848
Clive Akass

Old anti-virus kits won’t work

with Windows 95

Anti-virus protection will be one
of the hidden costs of
upgrading to Windows 95,
according to Dr Alan Solomon, of
Anti-VirusToolkit fame.

Most current anti-virus soft-
ware uses some form of Termi-
nate and Stay Resident (TSR)

7.5 of his toolkit, which
he launched at the show.
The kit includes a new
tool for detecting previ-
ously unknown viruses,
and on-access scanning
for Netware. It is a 32-bit
application and is avail-

program, which sits ready for
action in memory.

TSRs are a relic of DOS days
and Win95 does not sit on a DOS
substratum like, Windows 3.x.
The result is that TSR scanners
will not work with Win95,
Solomon said at the Networks
Show. “Our programmers have
had some fun writing a 32-bit
VxD [virtual device driver] called
WinGuard to do the same thing.”

WinGuard is part of version

able now (£125 Windows and
Dos, £99 DOS only), but a fully
Win95-compliant version will be
out by October after the new OS
code is finalised.

The rival Norton Anti-Virus
package is set to launch simulta-
neously with Win95 (see page
161). Windows 95 lacks any anti-
virus software, apparently
because Microsoft thought third-
party companies are best left to
keep up with new forms.

Dr Solomon's virus killer

such as contracts and busi-
ness letters within Windows
word processors. It costs
£99.

Quintec 01268 270601

No Win95-specific virus has
yet been detected, according to
lan Whalley, editor of the Anti-
Virus Bulletin, who was at the
launch. Solomon also announced
version 2.0 of his Audit package,
which allows administrators to
monitor hardware and software,
on a network.

S&S International 01296 318700

Pool of ideas
@ The two-day Merseyside
Computer and Technology
show will be held at
Liverpool's St George’s Hall
from 31 October. Details on
0151 709 8979.
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SURPLUS COMPUTER STOCKS

MORGAN GOMPUTER CO. DISPOSAL OF BRAND NEW SURPLUS
INVENTORY, OVERSTOCK & LIQUIDATED COMPUTER MERCHANDISE

QUAD SPEED CD ZENITH Z-LITE 486

Q° wmm =3 [IICD

< Z: 7 = =
120Mb DRIVE, 4Mb RAM | GOLDSTAR GCD-540B CD ROM i486SL 25MHz SU
386SX 25MHz, 3.5” floppy, 14” mono | Internal quad speed E-IDE CD ROM, |520Mb/8Mb RAM, 1Mb VESA video, | 170Mb/4Mb RAM, NiMH battery, track-

14 VoA col ada £100 £ DT | Compatie Exy nea &= VLS Woris & e (9, LT DD |Topmy ocoawinss £0IDS

UNBEATABLE NOTEBOOK DEALS 3“ GRAPHICS

EXCLUSIVE BULK PURCHASE DIRECT FROM MAJOR
KOREAN INDUSTRIAL GIANT
Manufactured by Daewoo

e - branded Leading Edge.
M . HARVARD POWER PACK
135 CPS draft, 27 CPS NLQ, auto paper e 386SX 16, 30Mb drive The best in presentation graphics plus

pe e £745 fll S 1NDRANL 35" 440 o $343

PHILIPS CD ROM [  D0S & Windows & e+ ZENITH 17" SVGA

3363X-20 60Mh 386SX-25 80Mb

e~
CD ROM DRIVE CLEARANCE Ml ¢ |ntel 20MHZ 386SX e Intel 25MHz 386SX | EX ARCHITECTS OFFICE |
O 215, e are, ypeeq 256,99 [l @ 60Mb drive, 2Mb RAM e 80Mb drive, 4Mb RAM | % ot pcn. i sceen. qyepQ3s
CDD 462, external, s/speed  £79.99 Bl @ 3.5” 1.44Mb floppy e 3.5” 1.44Mb floppy  |previous light use only. 22990
e Mono LCD display e Mono LCD display
19PPM I-ASEH o DOS and Windows 3.1 e DOS and Windows 3.1 AGER PCL § LASER
£249%  £299%

1995,73 m 3355125 S
208 dpi, 1Mt(1’ RAl\zﬂé 65 fonts. HP II, |Bgn£ e Intel 25MHz 386SL e Intel 25MH2 386SL 1'§8Ppanl._‘ ?fc'?faf,l :Ir!dﬁghlglt':nﬁyfgrl;tis
bin,ppsaorgnrer:(;ngshszaz. 24990 : 205'\,/,‘[1) %ﬁ\ll\ﬁbzf:\(/l)gp?AM : gOSI\’{It; %g\ﬁblif:\ggp?AM :;aral(:gll'az.1 ﬁ?z%g S(’;A&s. 2449%9

NEC GDI LASER e Colour LCD display e Colour LCD display | SAM

/ e DOS and Windows 3.1 e DOS and Windows 3.1
g

£399%  £499%

ALL BRAND NEW AND BOXED - PLEASE NOTE US KEYBOARD LAYOUT

r
1 TO RECEIVE A REGULAR COPY OF THE MORGAN MONTHLY FLYER -1I

SUPERSCRIPT 610 PRINTER VFULL INVENTORY OF MORGAN STOCK - PLEASE CALL 0121-456 5565 |
Windows laser, 6ppm Speed, resolution 1 OR FAX YOUR BUSINESS CARD TO 0121-456 5564. 67 CPS LQ, 80 col, 8K buffer, Epson &

300dpi, virtual 600 dpi. 99 ~ {BM modes, 6 fonts, tractor/, 99
1 year on-site wammy.£z490 friction feed. Parallel iAface. Egg.

SHARP UX-139

AUTOSWITCH PERS 340Mb DRIVE, AMb RAM WINDOWS WORD PROCESSOR | INC PHILIPS CM 205 CD ROM
Fax switch, answerphone hook-up, 50 | UMC 40MHz chip, VESA local bus, 3 | The world’s No 1 word processor, full | Single speed, muttisession CD ROM, 16

auto dials, auto doc feed. VESA slots, 14" VGA col. 99 (WYSIWYG, graphics and 99 | bit stereo sound card, stereo 99
1 year on-site warranty. 2199. UK keyboard, MS-DOS. 24490 charting. Retail pack. 3.5". 249. speakers, & free trial CD. 2790

| 64-72 New Oxford Street, London WC1. 0171-255 2115 & Goods subject to availability. Prices subject to change. E & O

= 179 Tottenham Court Road, London W1, 0171-636 1138 | We accept Access, Visa, American Express, Switch and Connect
® Edgbaston Centre, Hagley Road, Birmingham 16. 0121-452 1141 m All prices exclude VAT (17.5%) and delivery (cali for charges)
| 12 Piccadilly Station Approach, Manchester 1. 0161-237 1111 | Government, educational and major corporate orders welcomed
® Open Monday to Saturday. Mon/Fri 9am-5.30pm. Sat 9am-5pm & Goods are not supplied on a trial basis. Restocking fee may apply

MAIL ORDER CALL 0121-456 5565. FAX 0121-456 5564. NEXT DAY DELIVERY (SUBJ TO STOCK) ON ALL ORDERS PLACED BEFORE 3PM
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Elonex offers

dual Pentiums

® PC maker Elonex is to
launch a range of dual Pen-
tium minitower servers. The
new MT 500/DP range fea-
tures RAID capability through
a five-drive configuration, as
well as four PCI and four
EISA slots.

The Pentiums, clocking
between 75MHz and
133MHz, are equipped with
pipeline burst synchronous
cache and sockets allowing
P6 Overdrive upgrades.

Elonex has previously
confined itself to desktop
models in the PC market.
The new models will be avail-

_able from September, from
£2000.

Wick Lawrence
Elonex 0181 4524444

Plug-in sound

® Orchid’s £129 NuSound
PnP sound card is the first to
combine wavetable synthe-
sis and three dimensional
surround sound with Plug
and Play compatibility, the
company claims.

Orchid 01256 479898

VR viewer

® Superscape has launched
Visualiser, a £99 viewer for
virtual-reality files created by
its £3,950 package, Super-
scape VRT. (See page 16.)
A Win95 version will be
available later this year.
Superscape 01256 745745

Gardening world
® Europress Software has
released a new £29.99 Win-
dows version of Gardener’s
World 3D Designer.

Eurgpress 01625 859333

Star Trek

® The Star Trek Omnipedia
for £59.95 including VAT it is
said to contain virtually every
known Star Trek fact.

ABLAC 01626 332233
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Multimedia standard hits the

Pentium age

The Multimedia PC (MPC) standard has been
radically upgraded to include the Pentium
processor, MPEG video and wavetable sound
cards. The new standard has been set by the
Multimedia PC Working Group, part of the
Software Publishers Association, which rep-
resents over 1,500 software companies. MPC
Working Group members include AT&T,
Creative Labs, Dell, Gateway 2000, IBM and
Philips Consumer Electronics.

The MPC2 standard, set in 1993, specifies
a minimum of a 486SX running at 25MHz,
4Mb RAM, 160Mb hard drive, 16-bit sound
card and double-speed CD-ROM drive. The
MPC3 standard specifies a P75 Pentium
chip, 8Mb RAM, 540 Mbyte hard drive, and
Windows 3.11 and DOS 6.0 or a binary com-
patible system. Sound cards should now offer
wavetable functionality.

The graphics performance calls for colour
space conversion and scaling capability.
MPC3 machines should also be able to play-
back hardware and software-based MPEG-1
video. The CD-ROM drive should be quad-
speed and capable of reading CD audio, CD-

ROM, CD-ROM-XA, Photo CD, CD-R,
VideoCD and CD-i discs.

The working group stresses that the speci-
fications define a minimum system and are
not a recommendation for a particular
system. Indeed, some members do not believe
the standard has been set high enough, partic-
ularly with regard to RAM. MPC3 machines
will be backward compatible with MPC 1 & 2
software.

Complete specifications are at
http://www.spa.org and from the MPC Work-
ing Group: mpcinfo@spa.org.

George Cole

Kahn breezes in to promote Starfish

hilippe Kahn has had a

hard time over the past
few months, what with being
edged sideways at Borland,
and persistent rumours that
the company is about to be
taken over, and tactless
stories in the press about his
lavish spending,

But the big, fast-talking
Frenchman has lost none of
his style. He breezed into
London last month, as
always with a minion in tow to
tap at keyboards, receive
instructions, and act as
straight-person for his jokes.

Kahn was not saying
much about Borland, which
he still heads, except to trot
out the official line that after
an unhappy flirtation with the suites market, the
company is concentrating on what it does best:
creating friendly development environments and
fast compilers.

In DOS days, Borland was famous for Side-
kick, which provided a near-indispensible suite of
pop-up utilities. Kahn somehow hived off Sidekick

T

into @ new company
he set up, called
Starfish. He also got a
Windows front-end
called Dashboard,
originally developed
by Hewlett-Packard.

Starfish has devel-
oped Win95 versions
of both products.
Sidekick has evolved
into an elegant organ-
iser suite with an
emphasis on contact
management. Dash-
board offers an easy
way to navigate both
Win95 and Win 3.x;
Kahn says it offers a
standard front-end for
PCs in companies
with mixed environments.

Starfish is setting up in Britain, in conjunction
with the Roderick Manhattan group, and Kahn
was here to promote both the company and its
new products.

Sidekick and Dashboard each cost £39
Roderick Manhattan 0181 875 4444



SURPLUS GOMIPUTER STOCKS

MORGAN COMPUTER CO. DISPOSAL OF BRAND NEW SURPLUS
INVENTORY, OVERSTOCK & LIQUIDATED COMPUTER MIERCHANDISE

T
S )
(A 2

MT-9104 “WINDOWS” LASER
4ppm GDI laser/300 dpi, uses Windows

fonts, driver for DOS 99
prompt, 1 year on-site. Elgg.

£75 Nlll PRINTER

SAMSUNG SP0912 DOT MATRIX
120 CPS + NLQ mode, IBM & Epson

modes, tractor/friction feed, 89
auto load. 1 year on-site. 2740

NEXGEN 586 P90

520Mb - NOW INC 8Mb RAM
90MHz 64 bit chip, 256K cache, VESA,

25dp, 005 & windows £ 0@

PORTABLE INK JET

KODAK DICONIX 150 PLUS
150 CPS draft, 50 CPS NLQ, Epson &

IBM modes, battery/mains 99
power. Parallel. RRP £349 299.

MS-SOFTWARE

i 2

US WINDOWS SOFTWARE
MS-Word 2 (WP) 5.25" £39.99
MS-Excel 4 (Spreadsheet) 3.5" £69.99
MS-Access 1 (Database) 3.5" £29.99

AUDIOMAN

LOGITECH SOUND SYSTEM
External sound card, built in speaker,

mic, parallel port compat. 99
Inc software. (req Win 3.1) 2340

HYUNDAI NEURON

486SLC-25 NOTEBOOK
25MHz, 170Mb drive, 4Mb RAM, mono

AN =1 [ 1

INSIGHT 486SX

CD ROM MULTIMEDIA SYSTEM
25MHz, 170Mb/4Mb RAM, Philips CM

205 CD ROM and sound 99
card. VGA colour screen. 2499

486DX ¢ 33MHZ

340Mb DRIVE - 4AMb RAM
Tandon PAC I, 512K SVGA, 14" VGA

Gompitewin 5505 ESF T

| 64-72 New Oxford Street, London WC1.
B 179 Tottenham Court Road, London W1.

DTK 486DX2

e 210Mb hard disk/4Mb

e VESA local bus motherboard
e 3 x VESA slots, 512K SVGA

e Fast 66MHz processor

e 14" VGA colour monitorm

e 102 keyboard, MS-DOS
e 420Mb version + £100

£499™

66MVHz DEAL

RAM @

]

INTEL PENTIUM SOMHz

e 520Mb hard drive, 8Mb RAM, PCI motherboard
e Intel 90MHz chip, 1Mb video, 256K cache RAM

e 14” SVGA colour momtk%ryggfrd Egggss

e DOS, Win 3.1 mouse &

FAX/ANSWERPHONE SPEGIAL

e Amstrad FX-9000AT integral fax/answerphone

e Digital answerphone - n

e Auto switch

o tapes

e BT approved/Merc ﬁcompat ===

e Paper cutter

999 =

e 120Mb hard drive, 4Mb

RAM

IBI PS)2 E 486 SLC2. IlMHz

e 4 x PCMCIA type Il slots or
1 x 16 bit slot, TMb SVGA/XGA

e Integral TrackPoint dev
. UK keyboard, DOS 6 &

ice
Win 3.1

" 14” mono VGA H 14" colour SVGA

323999*{53249999

IBM MODEM

THINKPAD PCMCIA CARD
Type Il faxymodem, 2400/9600 speed.

US import with all software 99
/manuals. Not BT approved. 2490

0171-255 2115

- Edgbaston Centre, Hagley Road, Birmingham 16. 0121-452 1141

B 12 Piccadilly Station Approach, Manchester 1. 0161-237 1111
| Open Monday to Saturday. Mon/Fri 9am-5.30pm. Sat 9am-5pm

MAIL ORDER CALL 0121-456 5565. FAX 0121-456 5564. NEXT DAY DELIVERY (SUBJ TO STOCK) ON ALL ORDERS PLACED BEFORE 3PM

- Morgan

DIGITAL ANSWERPHONE/FAX

Answerphone, fax switch, 50 auto dials,
cutter, BT appr/Mercury! 99
compat. 1 year on-site. 2349.

B Goods subject to availability. Prices subject to change. E & OE
B We accept Access, Visa, American Express, Switch and Connect
| All prices exclude VAT (17.5%) and delivery (call for charges)
B Government, educational and major corporate orders welcomed
| Goods are not supplied on a trial basis. Restacking fee may apply

MITAC 4386 33

OEM NOTEBOOK CLEARANCE
33MHz 4865LC, 80Mb/4Mb RAM, LCD

toppy. 005 & vin 1 £OAGe

IBM PS/1 386SX

x'*, = .;
25MHz - 120Mb / AMb RAM
Fast 120Mb/4Mb RAM, 3.5" tloppy, 14"

T £2002

I}HAPLET8G

a5 Bt
386SX-25 NOTEBOOK
25MHz, 120Mb/2Mb RAM, mono LCD

screen, integral trackball. 99
Complete with MS-DOS. 22990

24 PIN COLOUR

SAMSUNG SP 2417 PRINTER
80 col, 200 CPS/53 CPS LQ, 8K butfer,

sheetfeeder. Colour kit/ 99
ribbon. 1 year on-site. E149

CHICO 4860)(

120Mb 486DX 33MHz LAPTOP
120Mb/4Mb RAM, gas plasma screen,

o s £7995
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Pegasus

Business Software
Integrating Management
Information

Established in the 1970s and now one of the UK’s leading suppliers of DOS and networked

accounting software, Pegasus offers Windows-based solutions developed to fulfil the diverse
and changing needs of all businesses — from the smallest, seeking a stand-alone system to the

corporate, requiring a tailored solution.

The success for Pegasus is based in England and Wales, Opera’s unique benefit is that it

on our wholehearted commitment totally integrates financial control with management
to staying ahead of fast changing information to provide your business with speed, power
and flexibility. Written in Microsoft FoxPro, Opera
allows extensive tailoring with the

advantage of links to Office products.

technology, by product development and
on-going customer service. We listen to customers
requirements, to continually enhance existing
products and to assist in developing new ones. Our Capital. The simple to use, flexible

knowledgeable Resellers are fully trained in Pegasus accounting system for the small
products, and the Pegasus Support Department employs and growing business, designed
to integrate seamlessly with
Microsoft Office and other

Windows software packages.

accountants and computer personnel with the specific

skills and experience to understand

and meet your particular needs.

Opera. The award winning modular Connection. Offering the benefit of contact

system for larger companies,

designed to grow with your
business. Accredited by the

management and financial control, integrated with
your sales and marketing database. Connection is also

written in Microsoft FoxPro, with optional linking to

Institute of Chartered Accountants Pegasus Opera accounts.

The Future of Computerised Accounting

To: Pegasus Software Limited. FREEPOST NH4169,
35-41 Montagu Street, Kettering, Northants. NN16 8BR
Tel: 01536 410044 Fax: 01536 81796

AN

Name

Company
Address

Postcode Tel. No. .

I's
Send me further information on Pegasus products
Send me product demonstration disks

‘ (
Do you have a Pegasus reseller? Yes/No

Business Software et = == — — — = — =y —

Purchasers should ensure that the vansed Programmed Material ('the Materials’) meet their own specific requirements.

ing any ditation of the Materials, the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales shall not

be liable for any loss or damage incurred by any person, occasioned by the use of the Materials or any related products or
services, howsoever caused.”




hierarchial PROJECT OQUTLINER
WORK BREAKDOWN STRUCTURE
multiple interfacing SUBPROJECTS

TIME ANALYSIS with up to
200 user definable calendars

multi-option RESOURCE ANALYSIS

full COST ANALYSIS
with EARNED VALUE reporting

RCHIVES for baseline and interim monitoring

on screen networking using both ARROW
and PRECEDENCE

WYSIWYG reporting and presentation
with extensive use of graphics

exceptional array of CHARTS
and specialist REPORTS

full EDITING facilities

powerful SPREADSHEET for
batch data entry

integral REPORT DESIGNER

high quality output to a wide range of
printers and plotters

rapid simultancous processing
of up to 10,000 items

projegt linking offers models of UNLIMITED size

skifled backup team of project management
CONSULTANTS and TRAINERS

one

things you wouldn't

LOW, ALL IN PRICE
WITH NO HIDDEN EXTRA MODULES

VERY EASY, EFFICIENT
AND FUN TO USE

RUNS ON THE FABULOUS APPLE
MACINTOSH® RANGE OF
COMPUTERS

SHARES DATA WITH OTHER
APPLICATION PROGRAMS INCLUDING
DOS AND WINDOWS™
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MICRD PLANNING
INTERNATIONAL

MACINTOSH ® is a registervd trademark of Apple Computers Inc. WINDOWS ™ js a Trademark of Microsoft Corp.



Libel threat to Net news

egislation governing libel
Lon the Internet will be con-

sidered by MPs after the
summer recess. The issues are
covered in a draft Bill, drawn up
by the Lord Chancellor's Depart-
ment over the past six months,
which was due to be given to
MPs Iate last month — though
the department said it might be
delayed until the next parliamen-
tary session.

Even with a following wind,
the Bill is unlikely to become law
for many months. Crucial for UK
Internet users will be a section
covering publishers, as opposed
to writers, of libellous material.

Britain has some of the most
draconian libel laws in the world.
Even newsagents are liable
under the current law if they sell
material which is found to be
libellous.

This may mean that Internet
service providers could be
responsible for libels in news
postings, which could render the
Usenet system inoperable.
There has been no test case to
establish the law in Britain, but

the US service Prodigy is fight-
ing a landmark ruling that it is
liable for libellous statements

by users.

Under the draft legisla-
tion, purveyors will be o
allowed to plead igno- ©,

rance of published
libel, leaving a judge
to decide whether
they are at fault.

The problem
for legislators is
neatly illustrated
by Scallywag
magazine, which
closed temporarily earlier
this year after publishing a scur-
rilous article naming various
politicians. The magazine boast-
ed it had no money, so its dis-
tributors were sued.

However, the offending arti-
cle appeared on an American
Web site, apparently out of
reach of British law. A
spokesman for the Law Chan-
cellor’'s Department said: “The
Internet raises some very inter-
esting issues.”

Scallywag is likely to ensure

NEWSPRINT

Fair deal

® Fairchild’'s PCM-4860
packs a 486 computer com-
plete with Ethernet interface,
VGA controller, serial and
parallel ports, and enhanced
IDE controller, into the size of
a 5.25in disk drive. All main
configuration can be done
through software, and clock
speeds up to 66MHz are sup-
ported. The company also
does a 486 computer on an
AT-bus slot, clocking speeds
up to 100MHz.

Fairchild 01703 559090

that MPs do not

ignore the issue: it has set up
shop on a UK server (at
http:lldemon.co.ukixyziscally-
wag) and it is not backward in
slagging off politicians. The
magazine may not make itself
popular with Web users if it pro-
vokes repressive legislation of
the kind mooted to curb tabloid
excesses.

Clive Akass

Online comms
mag launched

@ A comms-orientated online
magazine called d.Comm
has been launched by The
Economist's special maga-
zine division. The address is
htto:/flwww.d-comm.com.

A lot of publishers view
unsolitited manuscripts as

Power to

n experiment in
electronic democracy
has been launched by

Charter 88, which campaigns for
reform of the political system.
Itis launching on the
Web a project called
Citizens’ Enquiry,
which is an attempt
to canvass opinion
on subjects such as
freedom of informa-
tion and consi-
tutional

the online people

reform.

The subjects are wide-ranging
enough to include topics such as
the electronic town hall, and the
idea is to draw up a report which

will be presented to MPs next
year.
At the same time it is
launching an online mag-
azine called Dynamo,
" with an interview by
Charter 88 backer John
Cleese, who describes
the current politi-

cal system as

extended hate mail, accord-
ing to Ringpull, publisher of
cyberpunk writer Jeff Noon. It
is inviting writers to submit
work by email
(up@ringpull.demon.co.uk),
starting with a brief synopsis
of their novel and the first
twenty pages.

“two groups of people sitting
opposite each other in a funda-
mentally paranoid
confrontation.”

Greg Power, who is running
the Citizens’ Enquiry campaign,
said: “We are trying to see If the
Internet is a place where people
can engage in the political
process.”

The government has also
been investigating the online
issues, and encouraging a
debate with Internet users. Ironi-
cally, it held a colloquium on the
subject on the same day the
Charter 88 initiative was

Net fortune

@® The Playboy Web site,
which boasts 800,000 callers
a day, is proving that a Net
_presence can be very prof-
itable inded. It is charging
advertisers $50,000 a quar-
ter, or $30,000 for a hyper-
text link, according to a US
Teport.

Primax updates
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