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HE widespread use of miniature clectronic eaves-
dropping devices could be a cause of anxiety and
embarrassment for the private citizen, as well as for
those presiding in board-rooms. Unfortunately, the
GPO cannot possibly be expected to track down every
short-lived, unauthorised transmission, especially when
the signal is weak and the range limited. Radio amateurs
and radio control enthusiasts have been justly com-
plaining for some time about the fly-by-night activities
of pirate walkie-talkie operators and, if the frend
continues, it may be gloomily predicted that anarchy of
the air will overtake us in the future, when all the normal
radio bands will be jammed solid by individual gibberish.
The tiny, transistorised, so called “bug™ can be
planted virtually anywhere, to relay private conversa-
tions 100ft or more, to a nearby house or parked car,
and the National Press has already brought this threat
to the attention of the public, The potentialities of its
use by criminals are almost limitless.

Fortunately though, bugs are self-advertising, and the
inverse square law of their radiation pattern favours the
intended victim. A transmitter of only a few tens of
milliwatts power will produce a strong r.f. field in its
immediate vicinity, which is easily detected by a suitable
instrument. Equjpped with a Bug Locator, the private
citizen can do much to discourage the use of such elec-
tronic pests. If he finds one he can throw it straight
on the fire, or better still, take it to bits to use the
components for some more rewarding project.  Pur-
chasers of bugs will soon find themselves very much out
of pocket if their gadgets are always discovered.

‘The purpose here is to deseribe a fairly simple instru-
ment which will detect a suspected “*plant™ and incident-
ally can be used also to locate numerous sources of
troublesome electrical interference.
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