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on a latency of a few milliseconds
of, at most, tens of milliseconds.
The round trip via a geostationary
satellite is going to be of the
order of 300 milliseconds, which
is totally unacceptable in many
applications.

Dear Don,

[ read with interest the letter

in the July edition (from Ross
G4DTD) about an antennain a
gutter. Soon after | was licensed |
asked Bert G2FIX about the sort
of antenna | should put up and
he suggested a horizontal loop.
I used bell wire and ran it round
the hose under the plastic gutter.
Totally invisible, my best DX has
been Rio in Brazil with 4W,
David Kennedy MSDNK
Chichester, W Sussex

Dear Don,
A friendly correction to your
item on the BBC Club (News,
September). The club station
wasn't always in Broadcasting
House. In the late 1950s and the
early 1960s the BBC club Station
was located in the Langham
Hotel, opposite Broadcasting
House. The place was bombed
during WWIIl and ceased to be a
hotel open to the public but after
superficial repair was leased to
the BBC for the use of staff or
broadcasters who were required
to be in London ovemight (bed
only — they ate in the BBC
canteen). It's reputed that one
early morning presenter rushed
across the road in his pyjamas,
having missed his wake-up call.
The top floors were unused
and when the Club was reformed
after the war the station was
located just under the roof on
the top floor, in two rooms. It
was equipped with a homebrew
transmitter and the then state-
of-the-art receivers such as the
AR88 and HRO. Later there were
commercial transceivers and
several well-known callsigns
were involved with the club but

not much operating was done.
Three members were also
volunteer weekend operators
demonstrating at the Science
Museum station GB2SM. |
visited Langham Place as a
guest several times and had
exclusive tours of every comer of
Broadcasting House, from deep
underground to the roof.

Geoff Voller G3JUL

Ashtord, Middlesex

Editor's comment: Thanks for
the reminiscences Geoff. Newer
amateurs may be unaware that
there was a permanent station,
GB2SM, at the Science Museum
for very many years and Geoff
was employad there as the station
manager and operator. Sadly it is
fong gone.

RSEB Membership and
Mabile Gperating

Dear Don,

So Ray Howes GAOWY (Letters,
September) cannot bslieve that
a licensed amateur like myselt

is not a member of the RSGB.
Your responss to his letter is
heartening because you say that
only around a third of amateurs
are RSGB members. At least I'm
in the majority!

Regarding one person having
multiple callsigns, why? When |
passed my RAE back in 1986 |
was immensely proud to have a
G1 callsign. If other things hadn't
got in the way and (| had stayed
with the hobby, | am certain that
{ would have passed the Morse
test and been even more proud
of my GO call. So proud that |
wouldn't have wanted to use
my G1 any more. When | came
back to the hobby, Morse was
na longer a requirement so I'll
happily continue to use my G1
call. it's only possible to use one
callsign at a time so why does
anyone need mora?

On another topic, in Tim
Kirby G4VXE's review of the
QYT KT8800D he says, “If you
are operaling in the car you will
probably want (o use the standard
microphone”. | hape Tim is
not suggesting using a hand

microphone while driving. It may
not be iflegal to do so but ) can
think of lots of reasans why it is
unsafe. Surely the only safe way
to operate while mobite is to use
a totally hands-free setup?

Dave Allsebrook G1VAC

Derby

Editor's comment: Thanks Dave.
Yes, Tim assumes that you will
need to access various of the
radio’s features via the keypad

on the supplied microphone but
you're quite right to say that using
a hand microphone white actually
on the move is inappropriate, as
I'm sure most readers will realise.

VHF/UHF Handhelds

Dear Don,

Colin Redwood G6MXL
(September 2017 What Next)
poses what is a significant
conundrum: “What Can You Do
With a VHF/UHF FM Handheld".
Methinks that Colin's enjoyable
exercise in what can actually be
done with a handheld brings forth
a more important question.

Anyhow, there | was as
usual on a Wednesday evening
listening to 20m when, out of
the blue, a bloke whose accent
probabty paointed to the fact
that he hailed from one of the
Southern States of the USA
happened to alight on the exact
frequency | was tuned to. Never
wanting to jump in with both
feet as it were - | tend to wait a
few moments before | answer
a CQ call - | replied to his CQ
and awaited his response. The
response was immediate. 59+
him and 57 me.

After the usual pleasantries,
we fell into conversation
regarding FM handheld rigs
and FM mobile rigs. Why it
was, in particular, that there
appears to be a seeming
paradox conceming the ongoing
profiferation nowadays of these
particular transceivers and the
lack of activity on repeaters?

As my Tennessee QSO partner
remarked, like me, he too travels
about fairly frequently (informing
me that he drives many

thousands of miles every year)
but not withstanding the ‘closed’
repeaters that are prevalent
over the Pond, he rarely gets
an answer when calling through
FM repeaters. | told him that,
strangely, much the same thing
happens in the UK.

So, we both wondered why
this should be. Again, like me,
he had no explanation. After all,
when you consider that hundreds
if not thousands of these FM rigs
are sold year in year out - he told
me that hundreds are sold every
day in the USA - he made the not
unfounded observation that “FM
repeaters shouid be literally alive
with signals night and day”. But
they're not. With that thought we
signed and parted company.

Finally, as Ben Nock G4BXD
rightly points out, it's a “mad
world of safety first”. Especially
with regard to mucking about
with ‘hundreds of volts’ on
transmitter anodes. When |
remember what | used to get up
to, plunging my delicate fingers
into the innards of various valve
transmitters - while they were still
powered up, | might add - makes
me wonder why I'm still living and
breathing! | probably should have
perished long ago. But it was fun,
albeit potentially lethal fun.
Ray Howes GAOWY/GBAUW
Weymouth

Great Service

Dear Don,
After reading this month’s
{September} PW, | went ahead
with purchasing the KT8800D
from Martin Stokes of Mirfield
Electronics. All was fine until )
seemed to have problems with
getting my Windows 10 laptop to
recognise the radio. We proved
it was not the radio after many
helpful e-mails from Martin. in the
end he suggested that | return
the radio to him, which | did, so
that he could program it himself.
All of this was done in a very
quick and professional way by
Martin who | would like to thank. |
ordered the radio in the middle of
the day on a Friday and it arrived
the following day - great service.
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