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ROUND THE WORLD OF WIRELESS

Radio Careers

N increasing number of readers are
turning their attention to the question

of radio as a carecer. The recent announce-
ment that the Royal Air Force were
introducing a new trade to be known as
*“Radio Mechanic’’ has re-awakened interest
in this field of work, and accordingly this
issue carries a number of articles dealing
with the question of radio as a career.
Some readers are interested purely in the
operating point of view, seeing in the
mysteries of the morse code a certain
glamour or excitement. They wish to be
seated at the operating desk of a large
ocean-going liner or warship, or alter-
natively in the wireless cabin of a modern
air-liner. Others are more interested in
the production department of a large
modern radio manufacturer, whilst yet
others would prefer to service receivers,

seeing in the wunravelling of obscure
faults something which is  both
intriguing and interesting. We have
endeavoured in this issue to give

some idea of the requirements of these
individual branches of the trade, and also
of the prospects, but with all of them it is
highly desirable that some specialised
course of training be first adopted so that
the experience gained will enable a higher
standard of efficiency to be attained. There
are now many training colleges who
specialise in such training, and home-
correspondence courses are available for
those who cannot spend their time at
school during the daytime.

Editorial and Advertisement Offices:
¢ Practical Wireless,”” George Newnes, Ltd.,
Tower House, Southampton Street, Strand,
w.C.2. Phone: Temple Bar 4363.
Telegrams : Newnes, Rand, London.
Registered at the G.P.O. as a newspaper and
for tr ission by Canadian Magazine Post.

The Editor will be pleased to consider articles of a
practical nature auituble for publication in
PRACTICAL WIRELESS. Such articles should be
" written on one side of the paper only, and should
contain the name and address of the sender. W hilst
the Editor does not hold Rimself responsible for
manusgcripls, every effort will be made to return
them if a stamped and addressed emvelope {s
enclosed, Al correspondence dntended for the
Editor should be addressed . The Editer, PRACTICAL
WIRELESS, George Newnes, Itd., Tower House,
Southampton Street, Strand, W.C.2.

Owing to the rapid progress in the design of
wireless apparatus and to our efforts to keep our
readers un touch withthe latest developmen?s, we give
Ao tcarranty that apparatus described in our
columns is not the subjeet of lelters patent.

Cszyn'ghl . all drawings, pholographs and
articles published in PRACTICAL WIRELESS i§
specifically reserved throughout the countries signa-
tory to the Berne Convention and the U.S.A,
Reproducti or imitations of any of these .are
therefore expressly forbidden. PRACTIOAL WIRE-
LESS incorporates ** Amateur Wireless.”
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How Many Valves ?

THE question of whether or not a rectifier

should be included in the number of
valves employed in a receiver has again
come up for consideration in America.

It is customary to vefer to a setas a
four-valve plus rectifier, rather than a 5-
valver, but the use of dummy valves and
similar itemns has given rise to troubles in
the U.S.A., as they have been included in
the number of valves actually in use. The
Trade Commission recently reiterated
to the R.M.A. that “ Refer-
ences to rectifier valves, and
to valves, devices or acces-
sories which do not serve as
signal-amplifying or detecting
valves or heterodyne oscillator
valves, should be such as to |/
clearly avoid misunderstanding
or deception of purchasers.” -e_ |
This means that in any refer- == =
ence to the number of valves | 3
in_a set, rectifiers, tuning |E
indicators, ballast or resistance : -0y
valves, musteither be indicated &=
separately or not included in 'H
the total valve count. ‘.;-— I
For the Forces [ S
E wavelengths for the |
programine for the Forces |
will be, during the daytime, |
373.1 metres, which is marked
on many receivers ‘‘ Welsh
Regional,” and, during the |
evening, 342.1 metres, marked |
“ London Regional.’’
The time at which the change
in wavelength occurs will vary
with the season of the year.
The following are the trans-
mission details for the period
February 18th to March 16th. |
It will be noticed that during
that period the wavelength of
342.1 metres will broadecast
the Home Service programme
from 11 p.m., when the pro:
gramme for the Forces ends,
until 12.15 a.m.

the B.B.C.'s Northern feature expert
produced a programme showing the racial
and cultural links between Norway and the
North-country. This programme, which
had a background of Norwegian music,
was one of the most successful features of
its kind, and it is now to be revised and
broadecast again on March 8th.

Tunes for the Troops

AN WHYTE inaugurates on February
28th a series of concerts of popular

T T - ——

When Jimmy James was a lad in Chillicothe, Ohio, he used to
thump a drum in the local band. Nobody knew that he was studying
flute, then clarinet,
which got him a job first with local orchestras, later with Hal Kemp

It was the latter, however, and not the drums

During this period, and at and Henry Thies, and finally, a spot as a band leader at WLW,

other times when the pro-
gramme for the Forces is the
same as the Home Service
programme, listeners in Britain who find
difficulty in receiving the Home Service
on 449.1 metres or 391.1 metres, may find
it better to tune in to the wavelength
for the Forces programme.

European Broadcast

T\VO countries very much in the news
at the moment are Norway and

Sweden. Some months ago, D. G. Bridson,

His ** rhythm against the strings’ arrangements are heard over
that station every Monday and Friday at 7.30 p.m. E.S.T., on

** Four Stars To-night.”

music by the B.B.C. Scottish Orchestra.
He believes that many listeners who
declare their objection to the classics really
enjoy many classical pieces of music without
being aware of it. His series, called
““ Tunes for Everybody,”’ the first of which
will be broadcast for the Forces on February
28th, is a non-stop collection of tunes taken
mostly from symphonic music, with the
names kept secret until the broadcast isover.
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Universal

Valve-tester—

Details of the Bridge Unit are Described in

this Article.

RIS bridge unit is used with the valve
panel already described, and with
the two combined instruments it is

possible to measure the mutual condugtance
or “goodness’’ of a valve, without the
necessity of complicated meter readings and
calculations.

The Unit is an adaptation of the common
A.C. bridge, and with the aid of headphones
and a L.F. signal generator (a number of
which have been already described in
PracTicaL. WIRELESS) we can conduct “a
real laboratory type test. The valve is
handling a signal from the generator, and
thus is operating under its natural working
condition ; this is totally unlike the
** gtatic ’’ condition mentiored when taking
characteristics by meters, as already
outlined.

As phones are used to obtain a “ zero”’
signal, it is also possible to hear any noises
in the valve under test, and in this way
we have an audible and visual test for the
valve at the same time. If short-circuits
or open-circuits are present, this method

By F. DAY-LEWIS, AMIRE.

There are a number of holes for the
sockets which are so placed on the panel
that they offer convenient and neat
connections to - the master valve panel
when placed alongside it. The two left-
hand top sockets are connected to a signal
generator, the two below these are for
phones. The three top sockets on the
right-hand side of the panel are connected
to similarly marked sockets on the valve
panel, and the two sockets below these are
connected with long leads to the sockets
similarly marked on the valve panel.

In the centre are three resistances, and
these are so mounted that small scales
may be fitted on the bushing under the
knob and pointer for reading their value
at any point.

The Circuit and Wiring.

The circuit is shown in Fig. 5, and from
this it will be seen that the input signal
from the generator is applied via the
1-mfd. condenser, and 50,000 ohm resist-

and when they are in place on the panel it
will be necessary to plot their individual
resistances for various rotations of the
knob. When this is done the constructor
will always have a complete resistance
value from a few ohms up to and slightly
above 100,000 ohms. This is obtainable
by placing an extra plug socket on the
panel (marked X), and connecting this as
shown. The resistances when required
for other purposes (such as substitution
testing) can then be isolated, and used by
connecting a pair of leads to the sockets
marked “A° and “X.”

The condensers are of the paper type,
and must not be electrolytic, and the L.F.
transformer is joined up as shown; its
ratio is not very critical, but its primary
winding must not have too high a resist-
ance—up to 800 ohms is recommended,
but the lower the better.

The wiring can be done with any
good wire, and good soldered joints are
preferable.

The Scales

The scales are cut from cardboard
covered with transparent celluloid, and
can be of any convenient size. A hole is
cut in the centre of the discs from which
they are made, and this should allow them
to slip over the bushing around the spindle
of the resistances so that when the bushing
holding screw is tightened it holds the
scales in place. ¥or the purpose of
calibrating, the celluloid should at first be
left off until the scale is marked.

Divide the. scale into sections of
approximately equal length, as shown in
the diagram of the panel front, and arrange
these as far as possible so that the equal
resistance values will fall upon a line of
division, The resistance values are found
as follows :
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Figs. 4 and 5.—Front view of panel, and wiring diagram of the bridge unit.

will certainly show them up, and due to the
weakness of the applied signal to the grid
of the valve under test there is less likelihood
of an arc-over of signal, as with a. high
voltage test. The high-voltage inter-
electrode test cam, of coursé, also be used.

The Panel

The panel can be of plywood or ebonite,
according to the constructor’s liking, and
either will do equally well. It measures
SI)in. square, and is drilled as shown in
Pig. 4.

ance, to the three variable resistances
which are in series. The signal also passes
on to the grid of the valve under test via
the 4-mfd. condenser.

From the other end of the resistances
the signal also passes to the anode of the
valve in the test panel, and when the three
resistances (or rhaps only one) are
suitably a/djust:ed],)e no sound, or a very
much weakened signal is heard in the
phones.

The variable resistances are of the wire-
wound, straight-line-characteristic type,

Obtain either a Resistance Bridge meter °
of known accuracy, or a good ohm-meter,
and connect across the sockets marked
A and X. Rotate the knobs of all the
resistances so that with no resistance in
circuit their separate pointers fall on the
first marked line of the scale. Now
gradually rotate V1 until approximately
the first line of division is reached, and
obtain the nearest whole number resistance
value there.

1To be continued)
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VOLUME CONTROL METHODS

In This Article Various Points with Regard to the Correct Selection
of Volume Control for Particular Purposes are Dealt With

‘HERE are four prinecipal points in a
radio receiver at which volume con-
trol may be exercised. These are,

first’ in the aerial circuit; second, in the
H.F. stages; third, in the detector stage ;
and fourth, in the low-frequency amplifier.
Each type of control can be achieved in
various ways, each has its own particular
advantages and disadvantages, and some-
times it is desirable to employ more than
one form in a single receiver in order to
obtain perfect control.

Volume control applied in the aerial
circuit usually takes one of two main forms,
either a potentiometer or variable resist-
ances connected across the tuning ooil, as
shown in Fig. 1, or a differential condenser,
'%?nnected in a similar way, as indicated in

ig. 2.

The result in each case is to reduce the
effective strength of the incoming signal,
and since the strength of the effective aerial
signal is operative on every valve in the
receiver, this device controls the ultimate
volume. of sound. There is a further point,
however, in that these methods allew the
input voltage to the grid of the first valve
to be reduced on powerful signals, thus
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Fig. 4. —Theoretical circuit for battery variable-mu
valves.

avoiding any overloading of the valve with
the consequent introduction of distortion.

A Serious Disadvantage

Unfortunately, however, this form of
control has a somewhat serious disadvan-
tage, in that any adjustment which is made
alters the tuning constants of the circuit,
and thus upsets the calibration of the
receiver and also the ganging of the tuned
circuits. In spite of this, however, these
methods are quite widely used in circuits
employing ordinary straight high-frequency
valves, that is to say, valves which do not
possess the variable-mu characteristic and
which, therefore, are rather susceptible to
overloading when powerful stations are
tuned in.

An interesting variant of this device is
the local-distance switch which is some-
times fitted to a powerful receiver. This
usually takes the form of a resistor having
a value of 100 ohms or so, which is shunted
across the aerial coil when the local station
is tuned in, thus by-passing a portion of the

signal energy in order to prevent over-
loading'of the first valve.
We now come to volume-control devices,
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Fig. | (Left).—Using a potentiometer form of

input control. As an alternative, the arm of

the potentiometer may be joined to earth,

instead of one end, thus providing a resistance

control. Fig. 2 (Right).—A *'capacity ™

potentiometer or differential condenser as
inpul control.

which are applied to the high-frequency
stages themselves and not to the incoming
signal. The first two forms shown are not
much used to-day, but may still be found in
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Fig. 3.—Variation of screen voltage for volume
control in H.F. stage.

older receivers built in the days when the
powers employed for broadcasting stations
were not so great as they are.to-day.

The most primitive of ‘these control
devices, which can only be applied to a

HT+

el T

Fig. 5.—Improved circuit for variable-mu
control.

battery set, is a variable resistance in the
filament circuit of the high-frequency valve.
By dimming the filament the amount of
amplification is correspondingly reduced,
but the grave disadvantage of this arrange-
ment is that considerable distortion is
introduced, especially on low volume.

A rather better device is to lower the
volume by reducing the screen voltage of
the screen-grid valve—usually achieved by
the inclusion of a potentiometer across the
H.T. supply, as illustrated in Fig. 3. This
is fairly satisfactory for its purpose but,
of course, suffers from the disadvantage
that it still leaves the first valve liable to
overloading.

Better H.F. Methods

The only really satisfactory high-fre-
quency volume control is the use of the
variable-mu valve. This form of control
has been described yery fully on so many
occasions that it Will suffice to remind
listeners that in a variable-mu stage
specially-designed valves are employed,
having the important characteristic that
their sensitivity is very high when operating
with zero or small grid-bias values, and is
gradually reduced as the negative bias
voltage is increased. Not only does this
give a smooth and conveniently applied
control of the ultimate volume of sound,
but, what is even more important, when
operating onincreased grid bias the variable-
mu valve can handle without distortion
correspondingly greater signal inputs.

Fig. 4 shows one theoretical method for
applying volume control in this way in a
battery-operated. receiver, but an improved
circuit giving the same effect is illustrated
in Fig. 5. Here, instead of applying the
variable bias through the tuning circuit,
it is fed directly to the grid of the valve
through a grid leak of from 1 to 5 megohms
resistance, a small fixed condenser being
included in the lead between the grid and
the high potential end of the tuned circuit
to prevent the controlling bias being short-
circuited by the tuning coil.

A further refinement is indicated in
Fig. 6, wherein the aerial coil itself js

(Continued on next page)

A
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Gar

Fig. 6.—A still better form of volume control—
combined variable-mu and aerial damping.
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(Continued from previous page)

included in the circuit and is damped by
being shunted by & part of the bias potentio-
meter, this shunt being decreased in resist-
ance as the negative bias to the yariable-
mu valve is increased. This combination
of variable-mu gain control and aerial
damping gives a more effective and uniform
action than simple variable-mu control.

It has already been pointed out that
variable-mu control can be used to avoid
overloading the early stages in addition to
controlling volume. °“A very important
adaptation of the principle is automatic
volume control, or A.V.C,, in all its various
forms. Here again, it is not intended to
describe in full detail all the various A.V.C.
circuits, as these have been given in recent
issues. Readers should remember, how-
ever, that in A.V.C. the extra bias required
to control the variable-mu valves is pro-
vided by the rectified carrier voltage, either
direct or after amplification, with the result
that the biasing voltage is proportional
to the signal voltage. Strong signals are,
therefore, given more control than weak
signals, and overloading is thus automati-
cally avoided. In its best form, A.V.C,
ensures a fairly even volume level for all
signals above a certain maximum value.
Even so, however, many listeners prefer
to have some means of controlling volume
to suit their personal faste and this can
be arranged easily in addition to the auto-
matic device. Fig. 7 shows a typical
AV.C. circuit for a battery-operated
receiver employing one or more high-
frequency valves.

PRACTICAL WIRELESS
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the strength of the incoming signals and
the general sensitivity of the receiver.
This means that in order to obtain any
volume greater than the minimum which
the set willgive with a given signal strength,

ANODE
. RESISTANCE
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On the L.F. Side

Finally, consideration must be given to
volume control in the Ilow-frequency
amplifying stages. This form of adjust-
ment is, of course,
essential if the L.F. side
of the receiveris arranged
for use in connection
with a pick-up for the

005 MFD ¢—————J—>TOLE reproduction of gramo-
it A phone records. In such

. b d a case, the conventional

circuit comprises a

000"0001.;%_0‘ A .iMﬂ " potentiometer connected
MFD ' across the pick-up ter-
- 1~} minals, as shown in

| Fig. 8. Such a potentio-

¥ E3 2 meter can be ganged
2 'S"Q'E conveniently with the

. AAAAA

variable-mu volume
control, so that both are

:

-

operated from a single

— = LT+
J knob. 1In this case the

1-
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Fig. 7—Sxmpxe A.V.C. for a battery set using double-diode-

triode.

reaction must be applied and the applica-
tion of reaction always introduces a certain
degree of distortion, although this is more
in evidence as reaction is applied to the
limit. Any degree of reaction, however,
has a definitely deleterious effect on quality

i K which is only partly com-

pensated by the improved
selectivity which results if
a reasonable degree of
reaction is used. Misapplied,
however, reaction is a defi-
nite menace, because in
addition to the normal
amount of distortion one
would expect, there is

always . the risk of the
receiver bursting into osecil-

> LT+

Fig. 8.—Volume control for pick-up in radiogram
combination.

The Detector Stage

Volume control can be obtained in the
detector stage by the very simple but
popular dev1ce known as ‘‘ reaction.” As
most listeners know, reaction consists in

returning to the grid circuit of the detector -

valve a controlled amount of the unrectified
high-frequency energy present in the anode
circuit of that valve. The arrangement is
familiar to everyone—an H.F. “choke is
included in the anode circuit of the detector
to divert the H.F. energy through an alter-
native path, consisting of the variable
reaction condenser and the reaction coil.

Reaction control is now falling into
disuse quite rapidly for very many reasons.
In the first place, it has no effect what-
soever on the high-frequency stages, and
so cannot be used to prevent overloading
in that portion of the receiver. Then, it
can be employed only to increase volume
above the minimum value dependent upon

> LT~ lation to the utter des-
truction of entertainment
and to the possible annoy-

ance of listening neighbours,

> HT+
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Fig. 9.—L.F. volume control by variable anode
resistance.

Moreover, variation of reaction upsets
both the calibration and the ganging of the
receiver and this is a grave disadvantage
when accurate single knob tuning is de-
manded on every hand. Fortunately,
however, the need for reaction becomes
smaller every day, as the overall sensitivity.
of the modern receiver fitted with high-
frequency pentodes is sufficiently high for
all normal purposes.

variable-mu control is
operative on radio only,
and the L.F. control
is operative only when
gramophone records are
being played.

The control applied
direct to the low-fre-
quency input in this
way is almost essential
if the gramophone pick-up is. likely to
develop an audio-frequency voltage greater
than thet which could be handled without
distortion by the first low-frequency
valve—which is usually the detector.

Other positions where volume control
can be applied to the low-frequency ampli-
fier are shown in Figs. 9, 10, and 11.

The PRACTICAL WIRELESS

ENCYCLOPADIA

By F J cAMM E 6th Edition
(Editor of 'Pmcucal E 6, -

Wireless®) ]
Wireless Construction, Terms,

and Definitions explained and il-
lustrated in concise, clear language

From all Baokse"ers or by post 6/6 from George

 Newnes Ltd. ower House, Southampton Street,
Slrand London, W.C.2.
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Fig. 11.—L.F. volume
control by  polentio-
meter across L.F.
transformer  secondary.
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Fig. 10.—L.F. volume
control by variable grid
GB8~ leak.
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Careers in Radio
HE announcement over the wireless
that a new wireless trade has been
created in connection with the
Forces has aroused the enthusiasm of
keen wireless fans with the necessary
qualifications, and also the enthusiasm
of those who would like to possess
those qualifications. The cryptic refer-
ence in the broadcast speech of a
possibility for the resumption of television
has no doubt accounted for the jump in the
sales of our * Television and Short-wave
Handbook.”

However, there are some excellent careers
in radio with good prospects for advance-
ment, good pay, and with tenure of office.
Our postbag has bulged with letters of
inquiry regarding particular points con-
cerning qualifications, rates of pay, ete.
To meet this demand I understand that
elsewhere in this issue there is a career
supplement, explaining the various oppor-
tunities that are open. Excellent books
(we publish many) are available for the
student, and these, together with the
postal radio courses, make study and
the obtaining of the necessary qualifica-
tions easy.

Wireless is playing an increasingly im-
portant part in the war. If the war is,
unhappily, of long duration, it will play an
even larger part, cspecially now that
nation speaks hate unto nation. Germany
has practically no surface craft afloat. The
British Navy roams the seas, and its various
units are able to keep in touch with one
another by radio. Ships are able to call for
the assistance of others when a submarine
or a raider is spotted. Aircraft is able to
keep in touch with our ships and our
submarines by means of radio. The recent
tracking down of the Altmark would not
have been possible without the combination
of radio and aircraft, plus our remarkable
Navy. It was a tonic to me to read, once
the ship had been loeated, the classic order
to the Captain of the Cossack : ‘‘ Go and
fetch our men.” Once the Captain received
that order he lost no time in making fast
to the Altmark whilst its German crew
scuttled like & lot of anemic rabbits.

Thus a radio operator plays an important
part in modern warfare. They want men
with technical knowledge to help to play
that part. This journal and its associated
technicel books exist to give it.

The New Wavelength
E wavelengths for the programme
broadcast to the Forces are: during
the daytime 373.1 metres, which corre-
sponds to the Welsh Regional wavelength,
and during the evening 342.1 metres, which
corresponds to the London Regional.
The B.B.C. announce that the time at
which the change in wavelength occurs will
vary with the season of the year.

Club Journal
HAVE received a copy of Topical Topics,
the new club journal of the Romford
Amateur Radio Society. The Editor is
Mr. A. J. Hallett (G3CQ). It is a foolscap

By Thermion

‘sEABSERaSWE™

duplicated production, and is brightly
written. Apart from club news it contains
some practical hints and kinks, and a list
of members’ bargains, as well as a circuit
diagram for a direct coupled amplifier.

Stereophony
READER asks what this means. It is
a term applied to the experiments
which have taken place in an endeavour to
obtain the illusion of depth in broadeast
reception. As at present known, the sounds
are picked up by a single microphone, which,
of course, destroys all sense of “ relief,”” and
are relayed from a single point in the room.
Experiments in stereophony have consisted
of using two microphones arranged at each
end of a studio, and relaying the sounds
picked up by one from one station and those
from the other microphone from a different
station. At the receiving end the two
stations are received on separate receivers
and two loudspeakers. Two loudspeakers
arranged in different places will also give
an effect of stereophony.

War-time Developments
T is a well-known fact that aireraft owed
its rapid development to the last war,
and I am quite certain that there will be

-similar rapid development and change

in the field of radio arising from this
war. [Extensive use is being made of
the art in all branches of the services,
and it is only natural to assume that
with the large number of experts who
are engaged, various incidental inventions
will arise, and, who knows, perhaps the
real cold valve will eventuate. This is
undoubtedly the radio designer’s dream,
and many attempts have been made to
produce a device which will perform like
a modern valve, but which requires no
battery supply source. With aireraft radio
size and weight is of considerable im-
portance, and maybe this will lead to some
news technique. Secrecy is another im-
portant point—code not being regarded in
the same category as a ‘‘secret ray’’ or
some similar method of sending a signal
which can only be received by a listener
for whom the signal is intended. I expect
there are dozens of real experts engaged by
the Government in research and it would be
interesting to try to forecast the state in
which we shall find radio at the end of
hostilities. The amateur can, of course,
play his part, and although transmitting

activities have been curtailed there are
many interesting fields which he can
explore if he is not otherwise engaged in
work of National Importance.

Suggestion for Radio Clubs
T is practically impossible to spend an
evening in any Club without becoming
painfully aware of the repetition of certain
‘ pet phrases.” At first, some of these ecan
be mildly humorous, but aftér a while they
lose their wit, and become boring and
irritating. I would suggest that many
club secretaries could do much to save the
tempers of their members by adopting the
system mentioned below.

The constant reiteration of the word
““actually ”’ so preyed on the nerves of a
squadron-leader at a Fighter Command
station that he suggested a fine of sixpence
for each use of this adverb. .

The squadron agreed. The cash collected
in a fine box was to be devoted to brighten-
ing up their rest room.

At the end of the first week they had
enough to buy a new dart board. Next
week there was hardly anything in the
box. The squadron had been cured of
“ actually.”

So they invented rest-room * crimes.”
There were fines of sixpence for using the
floor instead of the ash-tray for cigarette
ash, for leaving newspapers on chairs instead
of on the table, and for entering the room
in dirty boots.

The radio set, for which pilots subscribed
weekly sums, is naturally a precious
instrument. Anyone who mishandles it
must pay a fine of 1s.

The rest room, where the pilots wait * at
the ready,”” is now a cosy place. It is close
to one of the hangars. The ** fine fund ” is
increasing fast. The men hope soon to be
able to buy a carpet, 15 feet by 20 feet. But
if someone should ‘‘ actually ** make them
a present of a carpet the fines would be
liquidated by the throwing of a party.

Replacing Components
HOSE readers who have endeavoured
to repair a fairly complicated com-
mercial receiver well know the difficulty of
tracing the wiring—if access can be gained
to it. In many cases it is reasonably casy
to find that, say, a bias resistor has de-
veloped an open circuit, by making standard
tests with a meter. But when you try to
find the resistor the-trouble starts. It is
sometimes necessary, for instance, to
remove two or three leads in order to reach
the faulty part. To avoid difficulty in
replacing these it is a good plan to make a
rough wiring plan of that part of the set
that is being worked upon. Another way
is to mark the leads removed by attaching
pieces of stamp edging.

By the way, there is one good hint which
many constructors can take from com-
mercial practice. I refer to the use of a
detachable plywood or fibre panel at the
bottom of the cabinet. When this is taken
away the underside of the chassis is fully
exposed without the need for taking the
set out of the cabinet.
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Beethovenss Key Preferences

Our Music Critic, MAURICE REEVE, Discusses the Frames
' of Mind and Mood of the Great

NYONE possessing an intimate asso-
ciation with the work of the great
composers cannot fail to be struck

by their distinct preferences for certain
keys. The frequency with which a com-
poser will select one certain tone colour, or
one nearly related to it, as the medium
through which to present his work to the
world, unquestionably proves that he has a
definite viewpoint, or psychological outlook
on life and tlkings which repeatedly ‘¢ will
out.” In a large number of cases it doubt-
less expresses itself despite the composer’s
volition : his‘train of thought just takes him
into it as a diner will turn to chicken or beef
instinctively for the majority of his meals, or
a lady to a certain colour for the majority
of her frocks and hats. In few of the
great composers can this be more illu-
minatingly illustrated than in the works of
Beethoven. Not only did he show an
unquestioned preference for a certain group
of closely related keys but his choice can
be easily and interestingly associated with
his mentality, and with certain notable
events in his life. A brief study of these
events, and of his favourite keys, should
serve as an excellent guide to the same
problem in other composers’ music.

Philosophical Outlook

Beethoven was probably the most philo-
sophical of all the great musicians. From
the earliest age life dealt him the heaviest
blows. Tragedy succeeded tragedy through-
out his agonised life of fifty-eight years. A
drunken father placed on his shoulders the
responsibility for his mother’s, and her
her younger children’s maintenance. Intense
study made him a professional musician
before he was twenty. Fortunately he had
a lion’s constitution. At about thirty came
the realisation, following a severe chill
caught after getting wet through, that he
was to be deaf for the rest of his life. Seeing
that he had already produced sufficient work
to mark him out clearly as the legitimate
successor to Haydn and Mozart, he must
have been overwhelmed by the news. He
was, in fact, so profoundly moved that it
made him the great introvert he became for
the rest of his life, and caused the com-
mencement of that series of master works
which, for passionate depth of human feeling
and, later, for spiritual and eternal affinities,
have never been equalled before or since.

Of an intensely romantic nature, this
deafness became one of the chief preven-
tives of his ever marrying. Many love
affairs were denied fruition because of this,
and a grinding poverty. The adoption of
his nephew, the son-of a dissolute brother
and an equally worthless wife, brought
further torment to the harassed master’s
soul, culminating in the young man’s
attempted suicide over some petty frustra-
tion. The crowning tragedy was when
total deafness finally closed in on him. His
death rings like the tragedies of ancient
Greek drama. Althoughin abject poverty, he
refused to touch a little money he had saved
for the ingrate nephew although it might
have been able to purchase sufficient to trans-
form the misery of his last days on earth.

Tragic Influences

Although Beethoven’s life also contained
many rays of sunshine, all of them faith-
fully portrayed in such works as the
Pastoral and Eighth symphonies, and the
G major Piano Concerto, the dominating
influences in his life were tragedy and
disaster. Seeing that he was a man of the
greatest piety and moral integrity (this in
spite of a few commercial lapses with his
publishers, and others, largely inspired by a
desire to get as much as he could for his
worthless nephew), the effect on his creative
life was constant, from first to last. He
looked at the world in greys and browns,
except when his thoughts left it altogether
and soared to higher realms.

It is generally agreed that the brightest
and gayest keys are to-be found amongst the
sharps, whilst the more solemn, thoughtful
and lofty moods are far better represented
by the flats. Also that minor tones are less
suitable for expressing joy or vivacity than
the major ones. At least this is borne out
most conclusively by even a cursory perusal
of the great composer’s music. In programme
music, where the writer expresses his
thoughts and intentions at the head of a
work, a major sharp key is almost always
selected through which to express the
liveliest feelings, with perhaps the most
beautiful key of all—C—heading the list.
Mendelssohn’s Wedding March is in C, and
Wagner’s in G, whilst Chopin’s Funeral
March is in B flat minor. These are typical
of the unfailing associavions of key with
emotion and experience.

Typical Phases

A study of Beethoven’s works reveals
the most extraordinary partiality for a
little group of keys which, commencing on
E flat, flows to right and left as it were and,
embracing many of his most famous compo-
sitions, seems to prove satisfactorily that
they typify the great master in his noblest
and sublimest phases.

The focal point is E flat. From there
he proceeds in one direction to A flat, and
in the other way to C minor (relative minor
of E flat), and to C major—the tonic major
to C minor. What wonderful works he
wrote in these keys ! The Eroica Symphony
has three of its movements in E flat, and
the fourth, the sublime Funeral March, in
C minor. The Emperor Concerto is also
in E flat, as are the ¢ Les Adieux ’’ Sonata,
and two others. The most tempestuous
of all his soratas, the noble last one, is in
C minor and C major. The third piano
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concerto is in C minor, and the beautiful
Pathetique Sonata, also the Passionate
Piano and Violin Sonata. Above all,
perhaps, is the Fifth Symphony, opening
with its challenge to the world, and un-
questionably the favourite of allsymphonies.
A flat was one of his favourite keys for
slow movements, and in these we find him
almost invariably in a mood of perfect
tranquillity and sweet reasonableness, free
from the storm and stress of the other
movements.

In C major he most always strikes a note
of extreme brilliance and proud triumph.
Witness the famous *“ Waldstein ”’ Sonata,
as well as the very early one, the 33 Varia-
tions, the finale to the Fifth Symphony,
the First Symphony, the First Concerto,
and other pieces.

Varying Moods

Although Beethoven, as if purposely to
show the world that he could write great
works in almost all kbys, used most of them,
this collection of great compositions in
one little closely related group of keys
clearly proves that those keys definitely
represent frames of mind and mood which
were amongst the most powerful in the
master’s make-up.

In the key of F we always find him in his
moments of complete peace with the world.
No troubles beset him, and even happiness
would seem to have entered by the front
door, even though for a brief visit. Never
a cloud crosses his pages when in this key.
Witness the ineffable Pastoral Symphony
and the eighth, an early piano sonata,
the Andante Favori, the string quartet
Op. 18, the Rassoumowsky Quartet, the
Violin and Piano Sonata, etc. All tell the
same tale.

D major seems to denote religious exul-
tation, judging by the Missa Solemnis, and
the finale of the Ninth Symphony. The
Missa, of course, passes through many keys
on its divine journey. A major might be
associated with some wild carousing.
Tovey calls the Seventh Symphony a
‘“ bacchic orgy,” whilst the Kreutzer
Violin-Piano Sonata is very similar. The
slow movement of the latter, however, might
point to a *‘ breather *’ between the storms.
It is in the key of F, and as tender and
romantie as any of the works in that key
just mentioned.

G flat and D flat, with their corollaries
in sharps, were strangly neglected, though
C sharp minor owns the immortal Moonlight
Sonata, and the great quartet, Op. 129.
G major, too, always portrayed happiness
which was allied to good spirits rather than
the * peace of mind ”’ mood portrayed in
F. The Fourth Concerto, and the sonata
are typical. ‘

Beethoven faithfully presented himself
to the world in this way, mood by mood,
and facet by facet. Even his fluctuating
material circumstances can be traced.
His thoughts and mental states are there
to be read by all. He had no secrets, he
pictured life as he himself experienced it.
Keys were his medium as colours were to
Rubens. That is the secret of his greatness.
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A Novel Mecter Fitment
POSSESSING a 1,000 o.p.v. meter, and
wishing to construct a multi-range
tester, it occurred to me that whilst this
tester would meet the majority require-
ments which prompted its design, there
would be occasions when I should require
the use of the meter separately, as, for
example, in H.F. tests where it is important
to take into consideration the length of

i
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A meter holder which allows for the quick removal
of the instrument, when necessary.

leads. Consequently, a scheme which
would permit the removal of the meter
from the tester panel without going to any
length of trouble, would be a decided
advantage, and I therefore carried out the
arrangement illustrated. At first I tried two
clips without filing to engage the meter
terminal stems, but this did not provide
ahy means for retaining the meter in its
correct position, there being a tendency for
it to turn with any degree of vibration ;
the slot overcame this admirably, and as
my tester is of the simple baseboard and
front panel type not housed in a case,
removal is facilitated by easing the clips,
turning, and withdrawing the meter—
S. E. Farnuam (Melksham).

Headphone

A Volume-control

Attachment
AS I use a single earpiece for listening-in

when in bed, and in view of the
receiver not being conveniently accessible
from the bed, I have evolved the single
headphone volume control illustrated in the
accompanying sketch.

From an old volume control I obtained
the 50,000 ohm resistance element R,
and before fitting this to the earpiece as
depicted. I hunted amongst the odds and
ends of the junk box for a suitable means to
effect the wiper movement.

Discovering an odd earpiece cap, and with
a little sawing and filing, I cut an ebonite
slip ring Er, and to this ring I fitted a
phosphor bronze wiper W by drilling,
tapping and wusing round-head 8BA
screws.

A guiding block Gb similarly fitted
to the ebonite ’phone case, but with 6BA
screws, serves “to retain the slip ring in
position in conjunction with the channel

ractical
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provided by the fitment of the element.
The element is fitted with two screws
(optional size), indicated by S and S1;
one connection only is made to the element,
and this is by Sl1.

The rest of the detailing will be clear
from the pictorial and inset diagrams.
There is one point, however, which should
be mentioned, and this is with regard to the
wiper control K, which comprises a
switch arm from an old electric light two-
way adapter, the 6BA c¢’sunk screw

PHOSPHOR BRONZE
WIPER q,O‘NTACT
W

SO0000
VOLUME CONTROL
ELga,,ENT

A single headphone volume-control device.

securing this control to the slip ring should
be well recessed, the countersinking being
finally filled with wax, thus affording
protection to the element.—G. M. LEmock
(Otley). :

A Fine-tuning Device
N addition to the normal bandspreading
in my short-wave receiver I have
devised a further system of fine tuning,
ags illustrated in the accompanying sketches.
In this arrangement a small-capacity
variable condenser is linked with the
tuning condenser (one of about 15 to 20

Himts
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mids., and having as low a minimum as
possible), the linking being so carried out
that there is 3 5° action, that is to say,
provision is made in the method of linking
for a 23° movement either side of the
tuning condenser position.

On referring to my sketches, it will
be seen that to obtain this function therc
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A novel fine-tuning device.

is a separate linking device which fits

on to the original driving shafts of the

tuning condenser and the fine-tuning or
spreader. condenser, the dial drive being
taken to the protruding ‘ ganging’’ shaft
of the additional condenser. The details
in the illustration are fully explanatory,
and an important advantage in the scheme
is that the actual condensers themselves
need not be interfered with in any way.—
L. E. OLrver (Eltham).

Voltage Tappings

HEN using A.C. supplies for test-
purposes, the experimenter often
requires voltages not available from a
standard mains’ transformer and, being
placed in this predicament myself, I found
that I was able to utilise an old transformer
in the following manner.

When the primary is fitted with tapping
points for different supply voltages, it is
possiblé, with certain makes, to make use
of these to obtain various output voltages
within a limited range.

With American valves, however, which
required 6.3 volts for their heater supply,
this variation was not sufficient so the
procedure given ‘below had to be adopted.
Two four-volt windings were available,
each centre-tapped, so one complete wind-
ing was used in conjunction with half of
the second. The latter gave two volts
when the connections were taken to one
end and the centre tap, but a word of
warning is necessary, as the connections
between the two windings must be such
that the outputs are in phase. This may
easily be checked with a good meter, and if
wrongly connected, it will be found that
the voltage 1s lower than a single winding.
By using the windings delivering a large
current, the additional .3 volts was easily
obtained.—P. W. WerLING (Glos).
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The Importance of Sound

O much attention is devoted to the
vision side of a modern television
service that the dual nature of the trans-
mission is apt to be overlooked, or, in other
words, the extrcme importance which must
be attached to the sound side is forgotten.
The authorities responsible for the service
cannot be classed in this category, however,
and details which have been released of
late, concerning television broadcasts in
other countries, prove conclusively that
the sound which accompanies the radiated
pictures is being made the subject of
careful research, to ensure that it becomes
something more than an unconscious back-
ground to the interested viewer. Due to
the much wider side-band available on the
ultra-short waves, it is found with many
installations that from microphone input
to radiated output, the amplifier character-
istics are such that they exhibit a perfectly
level amplitude curve from zero to 20
kilocycles. This ensures that overtones
and all the true nature of the studio or
outside broadeast sound are inherent in the
sound signal, and any mutilation that
occurs before the final sound waves reach
the ear of the viewer is brought about by
the poor efficiency of the sound receiver
and its associated loudspeaker. It reveals
a very short-sighted policy on the part of
the manufacturer who tries to effect a
saving in works cost by ‘ cheese-paring ’’
the sound side of the set, for it not only
annoys the user, but nullifies all the good
work which has been devoted to the problem
by engineers responsible for the sound at
the transmitting end. It is therefore a
matter for congratulation to those con-
cerned to find that abroad, where television
services are still being maintained, an
economical receiver policy in so far as the
sound is concerned is more the exception
than the rule.

A Typical Example

EGARDING the problem on broad lines,

it is found that on the transmitting

side the equipment used is somewhat
similar in its characteristics in the various
installations, and it is useful, therefore,-to
study a typical form in order to obtain a
clear idea of what is done. First of all, it
is.usual to find that two complete chains
of amplifiers and control equipment is
employed, the design of the individual
units being of such a nature that they are
rapidly interchangeable, a factor which
safeguards or reduces to a minimum delays
arising from possible breakdowns. In the
studio itself it is quite common to find that
four microphones are provided, three of
these being in fixed positions, while the
fourth is mounted on a universal boom.
The operation of this boom in relation to
artist movement in the studio is of extreme
importance, and it is only after months of
training that personnel are fully qualified
to handle the boom without marring the
transmission. The microphone has to be

kept out of sight, exact panning has to be
undertaken to ensure that the pick-up is
natural, and in the proper direction ; jerky
motion has to be avoided, while the cables
must in no way foul other operations that
are being carried out with the camera. The
sound on film as used in the telecine
machines, so essential in the complete
make-up of the programme, will be taken
off the film track through the medium of
the usual form of standard film sound
heads using a photo-electric cell and small
projection lamp. In addition, it is usual to
find that two gramophone desks are
employed, each of these being fitted with a
pair of turntables and a central change-
over fader to ensure continuity when a
musical background or special effects are
needed during the course of the trans-
mission.

according to programme requirements.
Once this has been done according to the
particular channels that are to.be employed
for the forthcoming programme, the entire
installation is controlled remotely from the
sound control desk unit which is housed in
the production control-room. All the
cueing and signalling to the studio staff is
carried out from this desk, and its appear-
ance can be gathered from the desk featured
on the right-hand side of the photograph.
The specially shaped fader knobs are seen
on the sloping panel, while the appropriate
key switches are just below the meter. The
needle-kicks on this meter must be kept
within limits during the course of a trans-
mission so as to prevent overloading and
distortion, and this is where the skill of the
operating engineer becomes apparent.

'Line and Frame Impulse Separation

ERY many schemes have been tried,
and abandoned, in an effort to find

what can be regarded as the ideal method
for separating the frame impulses from the
line impulses in a television receiver so that
they can be applied to their appropriate
circuits in the time-base generator, and
trigger the saw-toothed oscillator. In one
of the latest schemes it is proposed to give
the same amplitude to each set of impulses
but allow them to be of different duration,
and also arrange for them to be super-
imposed on the radiated carrier wave in a
sense opposite to that of the picture modula-

A typical example of a high fidelity sound installation used for a modern television service.

Control
LL the different sources of sound needed
for the complete service are fed
straight into their respective initial ampli-
fiers, which are similar in design but- have
slightly different electrical constants so as
to correct for any differences in the signal
characteristies of the varying types of sound
source—that is, sound on film, fixed micro-
phones, boom microphones and gramophone
pick-ups. All the amplifiers, control equip-
ment and meters, with the exception of the
gramophone apparatus and the control
desk housing the different fader controls
and programme monitoring instruments,
are accommodated in vertical racks. A
reference to the illustration on this page
will make this clear. On the left are the
racks with their uniform sized metal panels
and measuring instruments. An engineer
is shown carrying out tests with a jack
field and jumper plugs to set them up

tion. The idea behind the scheme is to
transform the difference in duration into
a corresponding difference in amplitude for
triggering purposes, without the necessity
for passing the impulses through a filter
circuit which is the more usual practice.
For this to happen, the mixed signals, after
the vision modulation has been removed,
are fed to the triode section of a standard
form of triode-hexode valve. From the
anode circuit of the® triode, the line and
frame impulses are fed back through a
resistance-capacity combination to the
control grid of the hexode section of the
same valve. By joining the triode grid to
the inner grid of the hexode, it is said that
the output taken across the anode and
cathode of the hexode will contain the line
impulses at one amplitude, and the frame im-
pulsesat a greater amplitude. Each impulse
can then be made to trigger directly its own
separate saw-toothed oscillator generator.
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Radio as a Career

The Service Engineer is One of the Most Popular
of Radio Professions

ERE are several different opinions
as to what constitutes a modern
radio serviceman. Some listeners
think that he is merely a radio dealer who
carries round a universal type of meter and

with a few mysterious tests can put right A typical scene in
areceiver which is out of order, whilst others the service depart-
look upon him as a sort of magician who ment of one of the
carries a bag full of weird and wonderful big radio firms.
apparatus. Actually, of course, neither A modern receiver
of these conceptions is correct—the ser- being lined up.

viceman is neither a magician, nor a man
who with the aid of one small instrument
can diagnose and put right a modern re-
ceiver. A very good analogy ma'y be made
between him and the modern doctor. If
you call in the doctor it is true that he
usually only brings a thermometer and a
stethoscope, and that his first task is to take
your temperature. He may then use his

stethoscope, but he has to ask you whether perience, it is far better to take a course of
you have any pains and for other symptoms training from a school or institute which

: . y : service
vourillness, He does not bring with him a engineers. As in all trades, some people
A are gifted with a sort of *second sight,”
merely by taking your temperature or jyustasin the case of the doctor who upon a
sounding your heart, tell you what is wrong. more or less superficial examination sends
50 W1tl1 : you to hospital suspecting something inter-
indications from you as to what is wrong, 5a]which heis not able to determine without
X-ray examination. A more or less cursory

toenable him to diagnose the likely cause of specialises in the training of

complete surgical outfit, and he cannot,

So with the serviceman—he must have some

and these, in conjunction with preliminary
tests with a meter may enable him to get
down to the cause of the trouble, and then & gopmptomgs ™

Knowledge Necessary fests.

It will be seen from the above, therefore, Apparatus Required

that, just as a doctor may not practise asa » After a course of study has been decided
surgeon but must have a working knowledge upon there is the question of the equipment
of the subject taken in his student days, so required. For the fully-equipped service
must the ssrviceman have a full working depot, obviously elaborate apparatus such
knowledge of radio, although he may not as a cathode-ray oscilloscope would be
intend finally to carry out actual repairs. needed, although it is possible to service
He may employ mechanics for this purpose, even television equipment without such
if he intends to carry on a large scale aninstrument. Among the apparatus which
business, carrying out his diagnosis and may be regarded as essential are meters for
instructing the mechanics as to the pro- all voltage and current readings; valve
cedure to be adopted for repair. Or, on the tester; signal generator for lining-up super-
other hand, he may intend to run a one- hets or 6ther funing purposes where an
man business and do all the work for artificial signal is required ; L.F. oscillator,
himself. In any case, the first and most for testing the L.F. section of a receiver
important requirement is a good working if the signal generator does not include a
knowledge of radio and radio valves, and suitable circuit ; and all the tools which are
although there are many servicemen who necessary in making the repairs. These will
have obtained such a knowledge by ex- include all kinds of pliers and cutters,

may enable some people
he can ‘get out the equivalent of the doctor’s instantly to lay their hands on the fault,

surgical apparatus. where others would have to make further

soldering equipment, replacement resistors
and condensers in all ranges, valves, and
perhaps some coils and transformers for
replacement purposes. In addition ‘it is
necessary to hold sundry repair apparatus
such as wire, insulating materials, cabinet

_ repair accessories, such as polish, plastic

wood or similar material, glue, etc. Manu-
facturers can supply replacements for most
of the components in their receivers, and

exammatlon of a receiver, plus a list of these should be obtained where possible,
,rather than make substitutions, and thus

it may also be desirable to make a study of
the principles adopted by individual manu-
facturers. These include colour-coded
wiring, special arrangement of various
sections of a receiver, and so on.

Making Business Pay

Apart from these problems there is finally
the question as to how the business should
be run. There are shops where you can take
a receiver to be “‘ seen to’’ and you get it
back in a few days looking the worse for
wear. The cabinet may be scratched,
screw heads torn, and an inquest may be
held when you collect the set as to how much
it will cost. This is the way to lose custom.
A small van in which the receiver may be
collected from the customer’s house, and a
printed receipt form giving full details of
the receiver will go a long way to winning
the confidence of the customer, and a
receiver which is then returned, not only in

(Continued overleaf.)

CANDLER TRAINED OPERATORS HAVE NO
DIFFICULTY IN QUICKLY SECURING GOOD
POSITIONS.

Whether you decide to learn code as a profession or as an interesting hobby,
there is no method more satisfactory than that taught to thousands by Walter
H. Candler.

The Candler System of Code Instruction has been in operation for 27 years,
and, year by year the method has been lmproved so_that all unessentials
are omitted and all essentials placed before’ students in such a way that to
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RADIO AS A CAREER

(Continued from previous page)

working order, but with the cabinet obviously
“ rubbed up > will do a lot to enhance your
reputation as a good man for service work.
It does not take long to go over a cabinet
and take out scratch marks with suitable
materials, and give it a polish up, and the
cost and labour involved is practically
negligible, but it does put the finishing
touch to a job of work and creates the
impression that any servicing work in the
receiver may have been as conscientiously
carried out. A duplicate of the receipt
label attached to the receiver, and indicating
the work done and the charge will create a
business-like atmosphere.

Prospects

So far as the prospects are concerned,
there is ample scope for many more reliable
trained servicemen in the industry. When
television returns there will also be a need
for men who can service tclevision receivers,

and thus any training which is undertaken _

shouldinecludetelevision. A carefully planned
scheme will enable a good foundation to be
laid which will result in a very comfortable

. position, especially if a small shop can be

taken in one of the ‘‘ new ” districts. In
America, of course, the service branch of
the industry is very extensive, and there is
great competition, resulting in the intro-
duction of ingenious schemes for obtaining
custom. Circularising of the residents,
weekly or monthly visits, 'phone calls from
time to time, and other ideas are adopted,
and the trade which results will keep a man
fully occupied and bring in a very comfort-
able income. The initial outlay for equip-
ment will, of course, have to be covered
before any profit is shown.

{Good Phones\

are essential for
learning Morse

Whether learning on the buzzer or by actual
listening on the air, you must use Ericsson Super-
sensitive Telephones for first class results. * Sen-
sitivity marvellous, tone very pure,” says an old
hand. Very light and comfortable in wear—a
big point during long spells. Three resistances—
one price, 120, 2,000 and 4,000 ohms, 17s. 6d.
At all good radio dealers.
If you have any difficulty apply :

ERICSSON TELEPHONES, LTD.

22, Lincoin’s inn Fields, London, W.C.2.
Tel. : HOLborn 6936.

-
- f.OR THE
RADIO SERVICE MAN,
DEALER AND OWNER

The man who enroils for an 1. C. S. Radia
Course learns radio thoroughly, com-
pletely, practically. When he earns his
diploma, he will KNOW radio. We are
not content merely to teach the prin-
ciples of radio, we want to show our
students how to apply that training in
practical, every-day, radio service work.
We train them to be successful!

INTERNATIONAL. CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOLS

Dept. 94A, International Buildings,
Kingsway, London, W.C.2.
Please explain fully about your Instruction in

the subject marked X.
Complete Radio Engineering
Complete Radio
Radio Service Engineers
Flementary Radio
Television
If you wish to pass a Radio examination,
indicate it below.
Inst. of Wireless Technology
P.M.G. Certificate for Wireless Operators
Provisional Certificate in Radio Telephony and
Telegraphy for Aircraft
City and Guilds Telecommunications

The Radio

A Sound Working Knc
Necessary fc

Code is

HERE is undoubtedly an air of
T glamour surrounding the radio
operator as he sits at his desk and
takes down messages coming from various
parts of the world. Whether on a ship,
air-liner or in a land station, he is the main
link between the station and every other
part of the world, and he is relied upon
to despatch and receive messages faultlessly
during his hours of duty. To many people,
of course, this branch of radio is of much
greater interest than the building or
servicing of equipment, although it is
necessary for the operator to know some-
thing about his apparatus. On some
stations, he will have to know sufficient
to keep it in good working order and make
repairs as they are called for, whilst at
others such work will be left to maintenance
engineers and mechanies. The first and
most essential item for the would-be operator
i8 a sound knowledge of the morse code,
and this may be acquired at home without
any difficulty. The acquisition of the
necessary speed is another story, however,
and in this connection there are several
alternative fields. Gramophone records
are available, special training courses may
taken, or small suitable apparatus may
be built up at home, and two or more
readers may practise together and acquire
the necessary speed.

Speeds Required

The speed at which it is necessary to
send -and receive signals varies in the
different branches. It may be necessary
to send and receive at 20 words per minute
in straight language or at 15 or 12 words
per minute in code. On the other hand,
in some branches of the service a speed of
about eight words per minute may suffice.

Radio in tf

HE recent appeal of the R.A.F. for
men for a new trade to be known as

““ Radio Mechanic * has re-awakened

the interest of all radio enthusiasts who
would like to join the Services but who
would prefer to make use of their knowledge
of radio rather than to serve in a non-
technical capacity. There is, of course, room
for radio experts in all branches of the
Services—Navy, Army and Air Force. The
widest field is undoubtedly that of operator,
but for this a really sound working know-
ledge of the morse code is essential. This
is dealt with elsewhere in this issue. Some
branches of the Services will, of course, train
men for this purpose, if they have a suitable
preliminary knowledge, and the special
requirements of the apparatus used in all
branches necessitates also the need of a
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Operator

wledge of the Morse
* the Radio Operator

Speed can only be obtained by constant
practice, and until thoroughly familiar
with the code it will be found that should
the practice drop for two or three days a
considerable loss in speed will take place.
Therefore constant ™ practice is essential
during the initial stages of speed acquisition,
and although it is possible to hear morse
signals on a standard receiver and use
these for practice, the fact that no key is
available will in many cases render this
form of practice undesirable. The gramo-
phone records previously mentioned are,
however, supplied with a printed key,
and thus the work may be checked. Against
this advantage must be set the disadvantage
that after the discs have been played
several times one becomes familiar with the

-text, and thus a certain amount of guess-

work comes into play. The records,
incidentally, are supplied by Columbia
Nos. 3262/4 (three discs) and by F. L.
Masters.

In addition to these methods of obtaining
speed there is also the Candler System,
which is designed to enable students to-
obtain the necessary speed to pass the
PM.G.’s *“Special Examination,”” which
is the only one being held at the present
time. For this transmitting and receiving
at 20 w.p.m. in plain language, 16 w.p.m.
code, and 12 w.p.m. figcures are necessary.
The course offers a junior section for
beginners, which teaches all the necessary
code fundamentals scientifically; an
advanced high speed telegraphing section
for those who wish to increase their speed
and improve their technique, and a
telegraph touch-typewriting section for
those who are interested in the teleprinter
and similar work. This course originates
in U.S.A., but there is a London branch
at 121, Kingsway, W.C.2.

Services

training course. The operator on board ship
is expected to have a reasonable knowledge
of his equipment, and know how to maintain
it. In the Army there are various branches
and in some mechanics are available for the
necessary servicing work, although, again, a
fair working knowledge of the apparatus is
expected. In the Air Force, as already
mentioned, the operator mechanic will be
distinet’from the radio mechanic, the latter
seeing to the installation, maintenance and
repan of the apparatus.

he Royal Corps of Signals is the field
for those who wish to join the Army in this
connection, and some of the apparatus used
is very interesting—when compared with
standard broadcast equipment. Portability
is a very important item in such modern

(Continucd in next columu)

kept pace with it.
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(Continued from previous column)

apparatus, and the majority of it operates
on short wavelengths. Telephony as well
as code is employed, and aerial design is a
very important item. Mobile units also
employ radio and thus there is a possibility
of combining various trades, although the
expert in radio as such will obviously be
employed on the radioside.

In the R.A.F. .

Direction finding is being employed to
a very large extent in modern air technique
and thus the aerial radio equipment is taking
on a very elaborate nature. The systems
now in use will be very greatly expanded,
and the technique improved and there is
every opportunity for advancement for |
those who have sufficient knowledge to be .
able to service such equipment rapidly.
Unlike the ordinary broadcast service trade,
time is the essence of the job in the Services.
There is, however, no scarcity of test
apparatus, and all of the apparatus reaches
the highest standard. In the Army and the
Air Force it is not necessary for the radio
technician to remain in the ranks. Every
opportunity for advancement is offered,
and commissions may be obtained by those
who are so fitted. Apart from the actual
work which is carried out during service in
the forces, there is also the important factor
that a trade is being developed and that on
the cessation of hostilities the knowledge
which has been gained may be of the
greatest use in obtaining a position in civilian
life. Radio is one of those trades which is
constantly developing, and if its develop-
ment is not consistently followed it 1is
possible to find that in a few months you
will be out of your depth if you have not
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There’s

MONEY FOR YOU

in Radio

We can train you for a well-paid position. *
Without interfering with vour present occupa-
tion, you can study at home in your spare time
and become a qualified Radio Engincer.

Radio Electricians, Mechanics, Service
Engineers, Inspectors, Imstructors and Tech-
nicians are urgently needed by Radio Firms
and the Government, and the demand for
such men will continue and increase.

There are also excellent opportunities for
spare-time money-making.

Our Home-Study Courses are praised and
recommended by leading Radio Authorities.
Hundreds of students of all ages who are now
in well-paid positions owe their success to our
training. Many of them knew nothing about
radio before they joined our College.

LOOK TO YOUR FUTURE. Even if
you are satisfied with your present position,
you cannot be sure of your future. Safeguard
yourself against misfortune by becoming a
trained man.

If you are liable for military service, voucan
get higher pay as a Radio Engineer.

POST COUPON NOW for full details
of our Modern Home-Study Courses and leam
how you can get better pay or profitable spare-
time work.

T. & C. RADIO COLLEGE

FAIRFAX HOUSE (PR),
HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.I

] (Post in unsealed envelope, 4d. stamp.)

| Please send me free details of your Home-Study
| Radio Conrses.

| NaME
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High Speed MWornse Jraining by
MeELROY The World’s Champion Telegraphist !

A system for training a single operator or a class of any

=7
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Mac Auto

The McElroy Recorder designed to print tape for use
in the Mac Auto or wherever a printed record is required,
It may be coupled dircct to the output of any good
communication type receiver requiring approximately
2 watts audio to operate. Tape may also be prepared
with a hand key and dry cell. The standard mode!
will produce excellent copy at speeds up to 35 w.p.m.

Price complete £9 4s. 0d.

A pamphlel has been prepared describing the entire

d by McElroy.

h * a
!‘. BOOKSELLERS TO THE WORLD
«ubjects.  Quick, efficient postal service.-

oad.

London. W.C.2.

D 5860 (16 lines)
S —

telegraph equipment on request.

WEBB’S RADIO

14, SOHO STREET, OXFORD

Open from 9 a.m 1o 6 p.m. Saturday 1 o’clock.

This will be senttogether
withalist of morse keys, oscillators, headphones and other

number has been developed by Webb’s Radio in conjunction
with T. R. McElroy, using as a basis the New MAC AUTO .
CODE TRANSMITTER. This equipment is operated
through a small audio oscillator and t-ansmits prepared
morse code signals at any speed up to 40 w.p.m.,
either a loudspeaker or any number of headphones.
tape is supplied in a range of 50 types covering plain language
in English, French, Polish, etc., code and figure groups,
Naval and Military procedurc.

The price of a complere Auto with valves

feeding
The

£9 4s. 0d.

Tepe Puller £3 17s. 6d.

Mac Recorder

STREET, LONDON, W.l.
Telephone : Gerrard 2089.
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in Morse Sets, Keys, Buzzers, etc.

LEARNERS' MORSE PRACTICE SET.
No. 3A Duplex with Key and Buzzer and Lamp for sound
and visual, line plug is on base, 7/-.
BUZZERS, small type, with cover, 1,6. Power Buzzers,
with screw contact and adjustable spring armature. 2/6.
Heavy Buzzers in Bakelite case, 3/6. Siemens Morse
Transmitters, with key and brass-cased Power Buzzer,
17/6. Magneto Exploders, 25/-. Field Telegraph Sets
with Sounder, Relay and Galvo, etc.
KEYS. Morse Signal Keys, Dummy
Practice Keys, 3 -. 1, T.X. Practice
Key on black moulded base, a good
small key, 3/6. 1a, Long Bar Type
Practice Key, T.-X.2. with cranked
bar, 5/6. 2, Superior model B.2,
with back contact, a well finished
key on polished wood base, 7/8. 3, Operators’ P.F, plated
pivot bar and terminals, mahogany base. 9/8. 4, Type
1.V. Superior ditto, nickel-plated pivot bar and fittings,
on polished base, 10 6.
MORSE INKER. Tape Strip Recorders ; portable or
table. Cheap. Wheatstone Strip Hand Perforators.
15/-. Paper Tape for Morse and Wheatstones, green or
white, 8d. reel. Brass Tape Reels in mahogany case, 2/6.
HIGH RESISTANCE AND RADIO PHONES. The
finest always Is the adjustable Browns A Reed Phone,
aluminium swivel headband, 4,000 ohms, 35/6. 1,500
obms. 21/6. 120 ohms, 17/6.- Cords. 1/9.
Various Makes. Second-hand Head-
phones, in good order, 2,000 ohms and
4,000 ohms. 5/-, 6/6 and 7/6, with cords.
Western Electric. 2,000 ohms, 4/6.
FIELD PHONES &

EXCHANGES.
Leather-cased or wood.
CORDS. Makers new price up to 2/~ for head cords. but
we have in stock tough ex W.D. headphone cords that
will wear better at 1/6. Service 2-pin plugs, 6d. 2-hole
sockets. mounted, 6d. Supplied with phones.
G.P.0. TYPE B. TELEGRAPH RELAYS, with plati-
num points, Silvertown Horizontal Galvos, two jewels..
5/~, post 6d. Vertical needle G.P.O. teleg. Galvos.. 4/6.
Weston 2in. dial centre-zero ammeters, read 1 amp. to
15 amps., §'-.
SPECIAL LIGHT S.P. RELAYS for model control.
No. 3 type D 41 one blade ** on-off *’ 10,000 ohms, 20 volts,
20 m.a., 12/6. No. 4 2,000 ohms, 10 volts, 5§ m.a., 10/-.
No. 4n, 5 ohms, 2 volts, } amp., 7/6. Heavier Current
Relays for Transmitters, etc. Sounder type 5 amps.,
15/-. American Ham Relays, 7/6. Ship Magnetic Key
Relay, 15/-. Creed high-class polarised 2-way Relays. 25/-.
SUPERSENSITIVE MOVING COIL RELAYS.—
These work on really tiny currents from photo-cells, etc.,
and a small rectifier can be used for A.C. For panel use,
the small 2in. flush Lesdix meter type W1 works on 50
micro amps. will handle 150 mills. on main contact, 55/-.
See further advertisement on page 507.
1940 Bargain List Free.

ELECTRADIX RADIOS

218, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, E.C4
=—————==T¢lephone : Central 461]==—s=e=n —
See * Practical Wireless” Test Report
on Taylor Model 40 Valve Testér, page 509
70 Banges of A.C. and D.C. Volts and Amps,, Ohms,

Capacity, Inductance and Decibels. 8trongly
Model 8CA. 2,000 0.P.V., AC/DC
. 80B. 5,0000.P.V, DC 13 Gns.
1}-metal construction, incorporating Hand-
calibrated Moving Coil Meter.

@

e

this issue.
constructed, well-balanced Moving Coil Meter, Hand-
80C. 20,000 O.P.V., DO

UNIVERSAL METERS
calibrated for extreme accuracy.
11 Gns.
. . o 15 Gnos.
32 Ranges of A.C. and D.C. Voits, Amps.,, and Ohms.
A

Model 90. 1,000 0.P.V., AQ/DC .. 2815 0
17 Ranges D.C.
Model 95. 1,000 O.P.V. £610 0

Taylor Model 45 Valve Tester accurately checks all
English, Continental and American Valves, from
0.25 milliamps. per volt and up to 24 MAlvelt
Over 1,000 readinga: 17 Valve Holders £13 2 6
Portable Model = 8% % .. £1318 ©
Bench Model - oo oo .. 13 Gus.

Model 40 checks over 800 English and American
Valves for slope, filament continuity, cathode, leakage

and shorte.
Btandard Model o4 5 od .. £9.9 0
Portable ,, o £919 6

SIGNAL GENERATORS

Taylor - Precision - Built, majns - operated Signal
Generator, covers 8.5 to 3,000 metres, 100 kc. to
46 me. in 6 bands, directly calibrated. Almost
constant output ; low harmonic content. MODELS

A.C-D.0. or BATTERY

5o . 11 Guos.

0SCILLOSCOPES

These instruments use a 3-in. hard type Cathode Ray
Tube, have separate built-in amplifiers for both the
horizontal and vertical anodes, as well as a linear

time base.

Model 30 oo .o oo 20 F o 18 Gnos.
Model 35 (with frequency modulated

oscillator} oo 5 Qns.

TAYLOR INSTRUMENTS ARE BRITISH MADE

Full particulars of any instrumenld senl on receipt of your
nams and address pinned to this advertizement.

TAYLOR ELECTRICAL INSTRUMENTS, LTD,
419-422, Montraose Avenue,
TRADING ESTATE, SLOUGH, BUCKS.
‘Phone : Blough 20061

SR <— sSS3YAAV MIN-310N I
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“ C'PARKS,’’ the wireless operator, is one

of the most valuable members of
| any aircraft crew. Without him,
air warfare apd reconnaissance would be
robbed of half their efficiency.

Every aircraft of the Royal Air Force is
fitted with wireless, and wherever one may
fly, communication can be instantly made
with the base by wireless. The aircraft
crew communicate everything of value and
keep their base posted as to their own
movements. The base may want to divert
aircraft out on patrol to intercept and
attack a U-boat, or an enemy surface
vessel that has been reported to the base.

Equipment

Wireless equipment plays a big part in
the navigation of aircraft on long-distance
flights and at all times in bad weather. By
getting a directional bearing on two trans-
mitting stations, the operator can find the
exact position of the aircraft. In fog the
wireless equipment enables a comparatively
safe landing to be made. The aircraft is
guided by wireless in its approach to the
aerodrome.

The radio installation of an aircraft is not
the only apparatus for which the wireless
operator in the air is responsible. In
addition to being able to signal his base,
the pilot must be able to speak to other
members of the crew—which is done by
a special intercommunication system.

Moreover, the leader of a flight must be able
tospeak to other pilotsin the flight. For this,
low-power telephony is sometimes used.

‘“ Sparks”’ is largely responsible for all

~ March 2nd_, BA,O:

“Sparks” Aloft and Aground

working parts of the aircraft which are
electrically operated—petrol gauges, land-
ing lights, bomb release gear, and generators.
The wireless operator is also nowadays a
trained air gunner. At any moment,
‘“ action stations >’ order may ring through
the aircraft, and ¢ Sparks’’ will leave his
instrument to serve a machine-gun.

Ground Organisation

Behind the wireless operator in the air-
craft stands a highly efficient ground
organisation of wireless stations and wireless
maintenance.

In the event of a severe dislocation of the
ground communication of the country, this,
organisation can provide a ready-made
alternative system.

Between the personnel of the wireless
ground organisation and the air-borne
wireless operator there is the wireless
electrical mechanic. His responsibility is
to see that the whole electrical installation
on board the aircraft is functioning at
maximum efficiency, and especially to look
for signs of potential trouble, which can then
be remedied.

Every day the electrical mechanic checks
carefully every part of the electrical equip-
ment before the aircraft leaves the ground.
Sometimes, after repair, he may fly, to give
the apparatus an air test.

Whether he is working at an operational
station, on aircraft installations, or sta-
tioned at a repair depot, the work of the
electrical mechanic is a unique ex-
perience which will be invaluable to him
in radio work when he returns to civil life.

HOUSANDS of students have obtained
technical training by post in the past
few years, not only in radio, but in

all trades and professions. At one time a
correspondence course was regarded with
suspicion, but it is definitely possible to
obtain a very high standard of knowledge
by this means, and diplomas and other
degrees testify to the efficacy of such
courses. There are to-day many schools
which specialise in postal radio training,
and some which are devoted entirely to
radio in all its branches. In addition there
are colleges or training institutes which take
in students for a thorough traming in all
branches of radio. Of these, the Wireless
College of Colwyn Bay, N. Wales, and of
Calmore, Southampton, is probably the
widest known. The N. Wales college 1s able
to accommodate some 100 students in
residence, and at Southampton there is
space for 150 students. Elaborately equipped
workshops and laboratories enable students
to obtain practical experience in all types
of the industry, and there are also sports
grounds and other recreation facilities.
On the postal side there are such colleges
as the T. and C. Radio College, of High
Holborn; The Bennett College, Ltd., of
Sheffield, and others whose advertisements
will be found from time to time in these

pages.

Specialised Training

In some cases it is possible to take a
special course, such, for instance, as for
radio operator, where the art of sending and
receiving is of more importance than the
‘technical knowledge of receiver design.

Combined courses will, of course, embrace

Postal and Personal Tuition

both of these sections. The age at which
training may be undertaken varies, and al-
though in the case of the Wireless College,
for instance, the age at which students are
admitted is from 15 to 25 years, it is possible
for a student over 25 to be admitted, and
since the war began, many elder men have
taken up the study in order to obtain a
post where they will be carrying out work
of national service. It may be desired by
some to brush up their morse code—old
operators, for instance, who have been out
of practice for some time may still remem-
ber the code, but are now unable to acquire
the necessary high speeds. The Candler
System caters for such as these, and there is
really no age limit from this point of view,
although some difficulty might be experi-

nced in obtaining a situation if you are
oo old.

For those who do not wish to take a
correspondence course, or attend a training
centre, there are many books on the subject
which may be studied with a view to obtain-
ing the desired knowledge. Apart from
those published by us, there are various
specialised books also obtainable, and
Messrs. Foyles, the well-known book-store,
carry a wide stock, and should be visited
by all those who are in London.

It is not possible, of course, to give full
details of every course or source of study in
the space available, but brochures and hand-
books may be obtained from the firms who
are advertising in thisissue to give some idea
of the lines of study and the fees which are
necessary. Remember that with many
of these colleges or schools the fees
may be paid by deferred payments, and
this is an important point where economy
is a consideration.
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Design

Learned : Caining Experience :

N the -mind of the average person, a
research worker is inclined to be
confused with the long-haired inventor

who lives in an attic and dies penniless.
But the idea is as old-fashioned as the
coherer ; a modern radio research engineer
must be a very wide-awake person with a
sound education and clear brain. What
is more, he must be a tidy and logical
thinker—and the person of untidy appear-
ance rarely has a * tidy *’ mind.
Possibilities

What scope is there in this field ? is a
logical question. For the right man there
is ample scope, but for the * dabbler *’
there is no room at all. It is obvious that
there can be only one first-class research
engineer for, say, every hundred other
persons employed in radio work. Conse-
quently, there is little room for any other
than the right man. Another question

that will occur to the reader is: what
are the essential qualifications ? This
cannot be answered quite as simply. The

reason is that there are many sides to the
work of the research engineer and designer.
For example, the work of research may be
confined to the development of valves and
other thermionic tubes, or it might be in
connection with tuning systems or with
amplifier and reproduction problems. Even
thermionics may be sub-divided, for the
research man might decide to specialise
in cathode-ray tubes and oscillograph
work.

On the other hand, a designer might
not be the type of person who would be
described as a research worker in scientific
circles. His work might consist of pro-
ducing designs for receivers or components,
in which case he would have to operate
in close association with the production
manager. He would, nevertheless, find it
essential to carry out research work,
although it would be of a more practical
nature.

Technical Research-

Let us first consider the question of the
research worker purely and simply; that
is, the man who is concerned primarily
with theoretical and highly technical
aspects. It is obvious that he must have a
fairly sound general education hefore he can
successfully take up the serious study of
radio research. Many organisations and
firms insist that the men they 'take on for
work in their research laboratories should
have a university degree. That is the
concern of the firm, but a degree is by no
means a.hall-mark of suitability for the
work. Far greater success has in many
instances been achieved by the radio
amateur whose school education did not go
beyond the matriculation stage. Having
reached that stage it is not difficult for an
enthusiastic and intelligent youth to
“ complete his education’ by spare-time
study, either at home or in an evening
school or college. Most people will agree
that wireless amateurs have proved more
successful than have the professionals.
At least, this applies to those who have
started their career as amateurs—they
%)roba.bly took up radio as a profession
ater.

PRACTICAL WIRELESS
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and Research

Necessary Preliminary Qualifications: Scope of the Work: What Must be

There is no doubt that home construc-
tion and experimental work provides an
excellent grounding. When more serious
study is commenced, preparatory to apply-
ing for a job as resenrch worker, it may be
riecessary to discard many of the ideas
which have been cultivated-as an amateur,
but it will always be found that the
essential theory can be learned far more
easily after at least some preliminary
practical experience has been gained.

Necessary Qualifications

Assuming that a youth has matriculated,
is 80 interested in radio that he had been
able to construct one or two receivers
and has cultivated a knack for simple
fault tracing, what other qualifications
should he have if he is likely to be success-
ful in commercial life (even research must

“——_mw

In the rescarch laboralories of a vadio manufacturer.

be considered as all part of commerce)
as a radio research engineer ? He must
certainly have shown sufficient interest
in magnetism and electricity to obtain
good marks in his exam., he should have
a good working knowledge of mathematics,
preferably applied mathematics, he should
have taken chemistry in his matriculation,
he must have developed the habit of
logical reasoning, and he must be reason-
ably resourceful. That catalogue of require-
ments might at first appear formidable,
but it must be remembered that the ]ob
in view'is an important one.

The qualifications just mentioned apply
especially to the person who is more
interested in the theoretical than the
practical side.

A man who proposes to concentrate on
design, or ‘“applied research,” requires
rather different qualifications. In the first
place, his knowledge of physics, mathe-
matics and chemistry need not have
reached as high a standard. On the other

Courses of Study — By FRANK PRESTON

hand, he must have distinct mechanical
ability and should be able to make and
read working drawings; resource and
adaptability must also be part of his make-
up. Before he ean take up his real work
of designer, he should have gained some
practical experience in a workshop and
bave become reasonably familiar with the
straightforward engineering workshop pro-
cesses. Sometimes this important experi-
ence can be gained in a wireless factory
if he can convince the employment officer
that he has good ability in other
directions.

Further Study
Taking these qualifications as basic
ones, what remains for the prospective

research engineer or designer to learn ?
Quite a lot, but if he is interested in hia

T I

.

Bench tests being carried out.

subject he will not find the learning hard.
In the first place, he will require to gain
a complete understanding of circuit dia-
grams of every conceivable kind. He
should be able to read and interpret a
circuit diagram as easily as he can read
and paraphrase a passage from a book.
An understanding of the essentials of design
of every component used in a receiver is
necessary. The usual electrical formule
and calculations must be mastered and the
function of the generally-used measuring
instruments must be understood.

If it is proposed to specialise in television
—in which branch there are sure to be
many wonderful opportunities in cominj
years—he must be familiar with the
principles of operation of a telev1smn
receiver, time base and cathode-ray tubg,
and should also have studied the technical
development of the subject from the
scanning-disc days.

(Continued on page 507)
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Radio Production

For Those Interested in the Practical Side, the Production
an Interesting and Remunerative Occupation

Department Offers

HE section of the radio industry which
would come within the meaning of
the word °‘ production,”” is one

which offers genuine prospects to the radio
enthusiast who has a flair for practical,
mechanical and electrical engineering.com-
bined with organising abilities. This rather
comprehensive combination may seem to
indicate that one has to be something of a
superman butf, although this article will
indicate that the qualifications mentioned
are very desirable, the would-be production
man must not be discouraged by the
general statement, as that, naturally,
applies to one who has reached a position
of responsibility and, incidentally, one
carrying a worthwhile salary.

Production engineering covers a multi-
tude of trades and produets, and while it is
quite reasonable to assume that a fully-
qualified production engincer could tackle
most problems generally associated with
such work, it must be appreciated that one
invariably specialises on one particular
industry and, therefore, becomes fully
conversant with, and master of, those
problems directly connected with the trade
concerned. In this article, we are solely
intercsted in matters relating to radio but,
unfortunately, space will not allow this to
be covered in detail, owing to the fact that
it is built up of multitudinous sections or
branches, each of a different character,
but al! of which are embraced within the
rather unromantic termr ** production.”
Let us, therefore, now enumerate the
chief sections, as these will give some indi-
cation of the class of work with which one
entering this part of the industry will have
to contend.

The following could be stated to be the
chief or most familar products: Radio
receivers, television apparatus, transmitters,
valves, loudspeakers and components.
These bare items alone do not present a
very complicated array, but if one thinks
for onc moment of all the closely related
and allied work, such as that involved in
the making of mains transformers, con-
densers, coils, resistances, cabinets and
metal parts, to mention but a few of the.
items, then it will be seen that the chief
products are but really the finished or
completed article depending on the efforts
of several less conspicuous, but equally
important, industries.

What Qualifications are Required ?

When speaking of production, one
naturally thinks of factories, and at the
same time, unfortunately, is inclined to
think of “ dead-end’’ jobs, unless actual
production experience has been gained.
While the authorities responsible are doing
all in their power to ‘eliminate such un-
desirable problems from modern production
methods, it cannot be denied that a very
great deal depends on the actual person
concerned, and the view, interest, ambition,
or call it what you will, they have in their
work.

Speaking as one who has had many
years production experience, there still
‘exists far too much false pride and snobbery

By L. O. SPARKS

about factory work. Quite a number of
lads and young men have the idea that to be
associated with such work is something far
below their scale in life. To those I would
say, shake up your ideas, examine the
careers of the majority of the key-men and
heads of our big industries, and then think
the matter over again. The men that are
now drawing big money have gained their
skill and experience by starting at the
bottom and working their way right through
the business, and they will tell you that this
can only be done by hard work, perse-
verance, and the determination to learn
everything possible about the work being
undertaken.

For anyone considering entering into
production work, it is not absolutely
essential to have a sound. technical know-
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A view of a section of one of the bays in a modern radio factory.

These desirable features are, of course,
developed, together with others, as progress
is made, provided one has reasonable
gigns of these qualities, is quick’ on the
up-take, and is not afraid of hard work,
then production offers a most interesting
field for ad vancement.

What Positions Are There ?

For a lad entering a works for the first
time, it must not be expected that he will
be able to pick and choose the work he
would like to do. He will, no doubt, be
put on various jobs, according to the work
in hand and the demand, but if he is smart
at whatever job he is given, he will soon be
marked up for more advanced work. The
thing to remember is, find out all you can
about each task you have to undertake ;
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Note testing equipment and roller

conveyor tracks.

ledge of the subject but, if one does already
possess the foundation of such knowledge,
and takes the trouble to add to it as time
goes by, then it will become a very valuable
asset, and stand him in good stead. While
on this item, it should be noted that a
science degree does not carry much weight
in production work, unless it is backed
with practical experience.

It is really essential for one to have a
flair for things practical, electrical and
mechanical. By this I mean that happy
knack of being able to gee the best way of
making things, the procedure to adopt, and
the ability to use one’s initiative to the
improvement of the product, the elimin-
ation of waste of both time and material
and, last but by no means least, the faculty
which allows one to plan ahead and make
one’s plans accurately.

it is part of the education of the production
man.

The practical knowledge thus gained is,
in itself, not sufficient if one is going to
make progress, and make the business his
livelihood. One might say; and I am sure
records would prove it, that it is absolutely
essential for the lad and the young man
to build a good solid foundation for, and,
of course, increase his knowledge of, the
work he is undertaking, by undergoing a
recognised course of training, either by
correspondence or evening classes. The
value of this procedure cannot be over-
rated. The chief trouble is that when we
are young, we are all loath to give up a
certain amount of our spare time but,
as years go by, and, perhaps, as we see
other fellows getting the better jobs, we

(Continued on opposite page)
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realige that the time devoted to the improve-
ment of one’s knowledge is well worth
while.

Once one has had some works experience,
or, in certain instances, connection with
other branches of the trade, the follow-
ing positions will be open to capable
men.

Wirer, assembler, tester, charge hand,
shop foreman, manager, and finally, works
manager. The order in which these
positions are given can be taken as a rough
indication of their value as regards salary,
but it must be appreciated that there are
other appointments, of rather a different
nature, which are closely allied to the actual
production shops.

For those more inclined towards records
and figures, there are such positions as
store-men, store-keeper, chasers, costing-
clerks and buyers, and it is usually possible
to make progress through these positions
in the order shown.

A Common Problem

Space does not permit dealing with the
work involved by all these individual jobs,
but as their titles are more or less self-
explanatory, it is hoped that they will give
a general indication of the various activities
open to the right sort of person in a modern
factory.

Often the question is raised, should one

PRACTICAL WIRELESS

stay with the same firm for years or should
one change frequently ?

The question is too involved for me to
give advice, therefore the following must
be taken only as a personal opinion. A
great deal depends on the firm. If they
are progressive in methods, and if progress
is open to those who show the necessary
qualifications, then there is much to be said
for sticking to them, provided one does not
lose the opportunity of making an advance.
The fact that one has served with a well-
known firm for several years is usually a
very good testimonial but only provided
onc can also prove that during that period
progress has been made.

On the other hand, the young man is
often tempted to secure positions, pro-
gressively, in various firms for reasonable
periods, with the sole object of gaining
greater experience. This has many points
in its favour, provided the prospective
employer can always be given a soynd
reason why one has left the other firms.
Unless this can be done, there is the great
danger of creating the impression that one
cannot hold down a job, either' by reason
of being unsuitable, or because of a too
roving disposition.

Like all the other branches of the radio
industry, which by virtue of infancy has
been swamped with workers from all sorts
of trades, there are good positions open to
the radio enthusiasts who are prepared to
prove their worth, gain a sound knowledge
of the industry, and work.

DESIGN AND RESEARCH
(Continued from page 505)

The necessary practical experience cannot
be gained as easily in this sphere, since
television does not come as easily within
the scope of home construction as does
sound radio. It is therefore desirable to
attend practical classes, unless there is an
opportunity to enter a television firm in
order to gain the necessary experience.
Before the war, many good radio engineers
were able to obtain work of this nature,
and opportunities are sure to arise again.

Reversing the Process

Regardless of the particular branch which
it is proposed to follow, practical experience

in the use of measuring instruments will

be necessary. This can only be obtained
by attending classes, although it is possible
to ‘“ break the ground’ by reading good
books and by taking correspondence
courses. Many of those who are already
employed as service engineers will have
gained as much experience in the use of
meters as is essential in the initial stages.
They will also be familiar with most of the
practical and semi-technical aspects of the
work. Consequently, they might find it
necessary to start at ‘ the other end ” by

taking a course which will enable them to
pass the matriculation exam., or to take
an external B.Sc. (preferably in Engi-
neering). Instead of studying for a B.Sc.,
the objective might be the AM.IE.E.
or MIR.E. Or again, there are the
various electrical and radio examinations
of the City and Guilds Institute. All of
the examinations mentioned, as well as a
few others, are recognised in the radio
profession. It would not be advisable to
concentrate too much on some of the
other examinations which are held by bodies
with little standing in the radio world,
for they might take up valuable time which
could be better occupied in studying for
the better-known qualifications; these
are generally more difficult to obtain, but
that is because they are of better
standing.

Those who are in any doubt as to the
most suitable examination, or as to the
best starting point for their studies, are
advised to write confidentially to the
principal of one of the colleges specialising
in home study. These gentlemen are in an
ideal position to offer sound advice, and will
do so free of charge. In many instances,
it may be possible to arrange a personal
interview, when the matter can be fully
discussed.

T TN R N P T P A A

PO RIRXE

' A COMPLETE LIBRARY

By F. J.
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—ELECTRADIX=—
SIGNAL GEAR. Morse Keys,

Practice Sets, Buzzers, etc. (Secalsopage 504.

L.R. SOLO PHONES. The
extra receiver you want on your
phone line. For use with buzzer
morse. A circuit tester with a
pocket cell. Single Earpiece,
40 ohms, metal hook loop, with
cord, 1/3. Ditto D.3

with cord, 16. W.E.

2/8.

:R. DOUBLE HEADPHONES.
Pilot Signallers 120 ohm. Phones.
All leather beadbands with slide
adjustment chin_ strap and

4ft,
cord. Comfortable 3 6. Sulllvan 120 obms, aluminiun
headbands, 3/9, cords 1/6 extra.

f J#NTTTT LUCAS FIELD SIGNAL
S % LAMPS, 310~ ALDIS

1 =4

i
» RADIO ROTARY
VERTERS. For A.C. Re-
ceivers on D.C. mains to
230 v. A.C. output. In silence
cabinet, with filter. All sizes

in 12 volts and 50 volts
input. T.V.T. Sets &
volts to A.C.. 25/~

I.T. BATTERY SUPER-
SEDERS.
for H.T.

n. x
Vibrator and Metal
by S. G. Brown.
Sale 37/6. Full guarantee. L
Type S, for larger sets. Can
be supplied for either 2-volt, 4-volt, or §-volt battery.
Model 10, output D.C. 120 volt, 10 m/a, 2 taps, 65/-. Model
20, output D.C. 135 volt, 20 m/a, 3 taps. 70/-. VIBRATORS.
6/12 volt car type. 4 amp., 10/-.
ELECTRIC THAWING. L.T. High current trans-
formers for frozem pipes. 90/-.

- A.R.P. PETROL ELECTRIC GENERATING SETS
4 FOR AND

LIGHTING Iy
CHARGING FOR £16 ONLY.
A 500-watt, single cyl. 2-stroke,
water-cooled, sel{-oiling Stuart
Turner engine : mag. ign,
coupled to 50/70 volts, 10 amps.
shunt dynamo, 1,000 r. p.m..
£16. No increase in price, these
are £40 sets ready for immediate

delivery.

R £12. A 150-watt engine

and dynamo on similar lines but coupled to 25/30 volts,
6 amps. dynamo.

A.C. MAINS CHARGERS.

I TUNGAR

LES N
CHARGERS.
these famous sets,
volts 6 amps. with meters and
controls, etc., will handle 100
cells a day, £7/17/6. Another fine
Tungar for two 5 amp. circuits
with meters and variable volt
controls, 70 volts, 10 amgs.. for
200 cells, bargain, £12/15.
A.C./D.C. DAVENSET, Type G.C. House, Garago Wall
Type Charger, 3 circuits, output D.C. 25 volts 6 amps.
Trans. tapped for 15 volt, 20 volt, 25 volt. Two indepen-
dent circuits, max. cell capaclty 40 radio_cells, £6/5.
PHILLIPS Model 1087 with valve for 24 volts 10 amps.
Steel case, £7/10.
DAVENSET A.S.C.4. 4 circuit charger for up to 80 cells.
List Price £32. Four sets of Auto-charge regulators
and indications on panel with switch volt control.
Four circuits of iamp.. 1 amp., 2 amps., and 2 amps. or
three of 1 amp. 2 amps. and 24 amps., or one of 50 volts
6 amps. Fine steel clad set complete in details that will
quickly earn its cost. £14/10.
D.€. CHARGING OFF D.C. MAINS. £14. Davenset
DC2 steel-cased 200/250 volt charger, large meters, wheel
controls. 2 circuits. 1 amp. and 3 amps., as new. Sale
price £5/10. Charging resistances, all sizes in stock.
State load required. [o% GNES. LB
230/230 volts MAINS CONVERSIO! S, or
operating D.C. from A.C. mains screened and filtered,
120 watts output, £2/10. I v 25/,
TELFESCOPES. Navy Telescopes, small gun type. -
MAGNETIC 1i-in, COMPASS with Plain Scale, Bevel
glass, brass body, 9d
MOVING COIL MIKES. Torpedo P.M. moving-coll
mike, model T.M. needs no battery, directional correct,
g AT S e
able stand, 7/8. Transf.. 7/6. Epoc] s
and handsome P.M. M/C. mike, 35/ ; with table stand,
. Transformer, 7/6.
MIKE FLOOR STANDS, 26in.. 12/8: 37ln.. 15/-;
48in., 18'6.
POWER ALTERNATORS H,F. 50 cycles, 20 amps..
10 volts, £3/10. Ditto, double, type W. 500 cycles,
100 volts, 3 amps. and 70 volts, 3 amps. D.C., £5/10.

MEGGERS. 100 volts, 200 volts, 500 volts, and 1.000
volts from £6/10.

REILAYS. Ultra-slexr;:itivgo mglz)isxg
coil Relay, 1,000 ohms,
circult on 50 micro amps. 60/~ 2,000

ma. lightwelght magnetic

ohms,
Relay. 10/6.
5/- EMERGENCY PAR- A

CELS of useful stand-by
@
Send for 1940 Bargain List ** P.M.”"
ELECTRADIX RADIOS

electrical and radio repair
material .and apparatus. 7 lbs. for 5/-
218 Upper Thames 8treet, London, E.C.4
Telep hone : Central 4611

Post Free.
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correspondents.

“ Practical Wireless” with
the B.EF.: Pocket Receivers

IR,—I am at present on leave from the
B.E.F., and being an ex-amateur
transmitter, anything in wireless interests
me. I have PracricaL WIRELESS sent out
every week, and I can assure you it is in
great demand after I have finished with it.
In your February 3rd issue you have a
few words by * Thermion’ on Pocket
Receivers. I use a l-valve short-wave
set with a 4-pin plug-in coil up to 520
metres. The set measures 4in. W}de,
7in. high, 8in. long to fit in my carrier;
headphones and coils fit inside the set. I
have an H.T. and L.T. battery as supplied
to portable sets in France, and my
reason for keeping down to one valve
is that the L.T. side of the battery
usually runs out first. The alternative
would be a transformer wound for 230
volts and 110 volts, with a metal rectifier,
to charge a 2-volt semi-dry battery.
The 230 volts and 110 volts are about
the usual voltages I have come across so
far. I could think of quite a lot of arrange-
ments, but one has to carry one’s house
on one’s back here, so to speak. In closing
1 want to thank you for many happy hours
with PracticaL WIRELESS, and wish your
per every. success.—J. E. THoMSON
(G3RY) (Stockport). «

A Reader’s Thanks

IR,—With reference to my appeal for

a back number of your interesting

paper, giving constructional details of the

“ Universal Hall Mark,” might I state

that I have been inundated with copies,

and to reply and thank them all I should
have to employ a secretary.

May I through your valuable paper
thank all the kind people who have been so
good and prompt in acceding to my request.
—1I1. D. Harris (Beaufort, Mon).

Regeneration on an AW.
Superhet

IR,—Having found conditions for DX
short-wave listening none too good
during the last few weeks I was reduced to
the medium waves for entertainment !
About a week ago I picked up an old copy
of PRACTICAL AND AMATEUR WIRELESS for
April 23rd, 1938, in which is described
among * Readers’ Wrinkles >’ a method of
obtaining regeneration on an- all-wave
superhet. As I had a one-valve battery set
handy, I tried this idea, and after a little
practice in tuning the two receivers, and in
applying the reaction control on the one-
valve set, I was astounded at the results.
The following is my log for the week
ending February 3rd, all stations on
loud-speaker : 14 mc/s—WI9; W2IXY,
JEH ; W4DSY, BMR, DAA; W7ESK;
PY4BK ; CE3CB; CX2CO ; CO60M. The
following broadcasting stations were re-
ceived on Sunday, February 4th, on the
9 mc/s band, between 9.30 a.m. and

0/ze/z to Discussion

The Bditor does not mecessarily agree with the opinions expressed by his
All letters must be accompanied by the name and address

-of the sender (not necessarily for publication).

1 p.m.: VLR, VLQ, VUD2, KZRM, while
in the afternoon PMN was a good signal.
The aerial is a doublet, running north and
south.—K. I. BrRowNE (London, S.W.).

Freak Reception

IR,—As a reader of your journal from
the first issue, I have built several
receivers with success. In a recent issue I
saw a letter from R. Robertson on freak
reception, and I think the answer is to be
found in the fact that it was a programme
from America for Norway, Sweden and
Denmark, relayed by themm on both long
and medium wavelengths. The station
received by your reader may have been
Falun, Sweden, on 1,086 ke/s, with an
output of 2 kW. I am uncertain about the
date, but the time coincides. The RX
used by me was the ‘“ Admiral Four.”” I
also am a short-wave listener, and a
B.L.D.L.C. member.- Hoping you will
carry on with the good work.—W. Buca
(Churwell).

Exchanging QSL Cards

IR,—It appears that the QSL situation
requires clarification. First, definitions
are necessary.

A QSL card is a verification. It verifies
that the recipient has heard (in the case
of a listener) or contacted (in the case of a
‘*“ ham ’’) the station that issues the QSL.

An SWL card is used for sending reports
to stations in order that as a result of the
information supplied thereon, these stations
may issue QSLs.

The exchange of QSLs, except when they
verify a contact, is to be deprecated. The
person who possesses QSLs that were not
issued to him may be only the victim of a
collecting mania, but he is almost certain.
to be suspected of dishonourable intentions.
It must be clearly realised, however, that
the majority of those who offer to exchange
QSLs are merely making a nomenclative
error. They do not mean QSLs, but
SWLs. The exchange of SWLs, except
between friends, is rather pointless, but it
is quite harmless.

I wish to raise another point. It is my
opinion that there are certain moral
obligations binding both parties. The
listener, in addition to providing the
necessary information so that his reception
of the station may be proved beyond any
shadow of doubt, should also include every
detail that can help the station operator,
or engineer, to judge the performance of
the station. Exaggeration of signal strength
cannot be excused. The average SWL card
is defective in so far as it does not provide
sufficient space for all these details. The
station, similarly, should carefully check
the information submitted, and should
refuse to issue a QSL where reception of the
station is not adequately proved.—H. W.
DarviLL (Enfield).

IR,—I notice in a recent issue of
Pracrica, WIRELESS a letter from
Mr. F. W. J. Cooper commenting on the
increasing number of SWLs who mention
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in letters published in the ‘‘ Open to Dis-
cussion ”’ section the fact that they are
willing to exchange cards. Although I
agree with his remarks concerning the
class of SWL whose sole reason for exchang-
ing cards is to give the impression that
better results have been gained with his
“rig >’ than is really the case, I am not in
agreement with all his remarks. The fact
that a SWL exchanges cards with other
enthusiasts means more than just sending
a card, and then waiting for an answer.
Most fellows mention on their cards the
receiver in use, also details of the antenna,
and what is more, the number of countries
heard. Surely, then, the exchanging of
cards has served a purpose if only to enable
the SWL to compare the results obtained
at his QRA with those gained at that of
the fellow with whom he has exchanged
the card. In the same issue as the letter in
question I noticed one from Mr. J. Green-
well, who mentions his willingness to
exchange cards. I think his DX log is one
of the finest I have seen for some time, and
obviously this SWL really searches the
bands for DX. Now, finally, a request. I
would like to correspond with any SWL
using a ‘“ Bush Model BA53 ” in order to
‘“swap '’ experiences with the receiver in
question. — A. Hart (16, Ash Street,
Ilkestori, Derbyshire).

Wireless Class in South London

IR,—I shall be very grateful if you will
» draw the attention of readers resident
in South London, to the Radio Class at
the Walworth Men’s Institute, John
Ruskin Street, S.E.5, on Monday and
Friday evenings.

It affords an ideal opportunity for those
interested to learn the Morse Code, and for
individual practice up to 30 w.p.m.—of
great value for work in the Forces, or for
DX contacts * later on.”” Instruction in
radio theory is also given.

All enthusiasts, beginners included, will
be most welcome on either or both evenings
at 730 pm—J. H. Pavrox (G2JB),
Instructor (London, S.E.).

7)5 6/@054?775

PROBLEM No. 389.

REENAWAY built a small A,C./D.C.
receiver of the superhet type which on
test proved very satisfactory. After using the
set for two or three days, he decided to fit a new
dial with wavelength markings, and obtained a
suitable eomponent which had two dial-light
fittings for tllumination purposes. He mounted
the dial and fitted two standard six-volt dial-
lights, which he connected across the nearest
heater terminals, but when tested again the
receiver failed to give the same performance as
originally. He tried re-ganging the condenser
but could not get the same high standard as
when the zet was first tested. Why was this ?
Three books will be awarded for the first three
correct solutions opened. Entries must be
addressed to the Editor, PRACTICAL WIRELESS,
George Newnes, Ltd., Tower House, Southampton
Street, Strand, London, W.C.2. Envelopes
must be marked Problem No. 389 in the
left-hand corner and must be posted to reacg
this oftice not Inter than the first post on Monday,
March 4th, 1940.

Solution to Problem No. 388.

The receiver which Jerome bulit had an H.F,
transformer coupling the first two stages, and thus it
failed to pass the L.F. signals when a pick-up was
connected in the H.F. stage.

The following three readers successfully solved
Problem No, 387 and hooks have accordingly been
forwarded to them : V. Lamb, 52, Inglemere Avenue,
Hull; H. Coble, 21, Canning Road, Southport,
Lancs.; L. Sharp, 213, Amberley Street, Bradford.
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‘Taylor Model 40 Valve Tester

Review and Test Report of a New British Test Unit

NE of the most valuable accessories or
testers for. the modern serviceman
is a valve tester, especially if this is

simple to operate, and carries only a moder-
ately simple indication which can be read
by both the dealer and the customer.
A smallunit which may be kept on the coun-
ter, and which, when & customer brings
in a valve, may instantly show him on a
dial that the valve needs replacing, will gain
his confidence and at the same time remove
those doubts which are sometimes expressed
by the inexperienced listener that the
dealer has sold him a new valve when the
old one was not really in need of replace-
ment. T‘ﬁe Taylor Valve Tester, (Models
40, 40P and 40B) is an instrument
of this type, but in addition it has
several features which, whilst not of use
to the ordinary customer, enable the dealer
or serviceman to ascertain accurately the
condition of any valve, giving an electrode
short-circuit test, a cathode leakage test, a
filament continuity test and measuring
the slope of the valve, all of which tests may
be carried out in a matter of seconds.
The top panel carries a dozen valve-holders,

a neon lamp, a meter, five selector switches -

and four press-buttons, in addition to
the on/off switch. A mains selector panel
i8 mounted on the side of the cabinet,
which measures 12in. by 1lin. by 4in. and
weighs 11# 1bs.

Circuit Arrangement

The instrument is A.C. operated, the
input being taken to a mains transformer,
the secondary of which is tapped and taken
out to the voltage selector switch, giving
voltage supplies for the filaments or heaters
from 2 to 50. Multi-contact ganged switches
are used in these selector units so that any
desired electrode combination may be
picked out, and a book is supplied with the
instrument giving full details for setting
for upwards of 800 different standard British
and American valves. The process is ex-
tremely simple and the book need not, in
fact, be referred to when once the working

system has been grasped. The valve is
plugged into the appropriate holder, the
filament voitage selector switch set to the
voltage suitable for the valve in question,
the lower switch set to ampl. or rectifier
according to the type of valve and the unit
switched on. The meter will then indicate
the condition of the valve, the dial being
marked °‘replace’’ over part of the scale
and “ good” over the rest of the scale.
To take the slope of the valve the right-
hand switch is adjusted until the needle of
the meter takes up a zero setting (actually
in the centre of the scale), and then the slope
test button is depressed. The needle then
rises to a higher setting and the slope may
be read off from the slope test scale above
the meter.- The short-test is carried out in a
similar manner, the button being depressed
and the neon lighting up if a short exists.
If, of course, the needle fails to give any
reading when the valve is inserted, the
filament button is depressed and failure
of the neon to light will indicate a broken
filament. The cathode short test will
show the actual cathode leakage ‘resistance
on the meter scale which is marked in
megohms, and the instructional booklet
gives an indication as to the tolerances
which may be pérmitted.

Test Report

We tested one of these units within about
five minutes of receipt, the instructional
details being exceedingly clear, and valves
of all types were tested with the greatest
facility. Multi-electrode valves are just as
simple to test as simple triodes, and dealers
and servicemen will find this a most
valuable instrument for the purpose and the
price very reasonable at £9 9s. If desired,
it may be obtained in a small carrying case
with room for tools, etc., or in a bench
model designed for mounting on the back
of the service bench. All models are fully
‘guaranteed for six months and may be
thoroughly recommended. The makers are
Taylor Electrical Instruments, Ltd., of
419-422. Montrose Avenue, Slough.

RADIO CLUBS & SOCIETIES

THE CROYDON RADIO SOCIETY
Hon. Pub. Sec. : E, L. Cumbers, 14, Campden Road,
South Croydon.
R. H. G. MENAGE, of R. A. Rothermel, Ltd.,
addressed the Croydon Radio Society for its
monthly meeting on Thursday, February 1st, in St.
Peter’s Hut, Ledbury Road, South Croydon, and Mr,
P. G. Clarke presided. The subject was: * The Latest
Developments in Piezo Crystals,” the lecturer recailing
first of all some interesting facts about the growing
of crystals of Rochelle Salts. He then went on to
discuss new uses of these crystals. The society was
familiar enough with the 45 degree, or * bender.”
type in pick-ups, and a development on.this was the
90 degree, or tortional crystal. As its name implied,
movement came from a twisting action, and altogether
was much more robust than the other. A new type of
Piezo pick-up used a sapphire jewel needle, its great
advantage heing record wear was much reduced, 2,000
playings without deterioration of the record bheing
possible. Many other applications of crystals were
mentioned, such as their full use in recording studios,
and finally Mr: Ménage indicated his keenness to
co-operate with the society in its next pick-up night,
The next meeting is on Thursday, March=7th, when
Mr. Nixon, of the General Electric Company, will
speak on: “ Latest Valve Developments.” He will
accompany his remarks with lantern slides, a demon-
stration, and a new film on the subject.

EASTBOURNE AND DISTRICT RADIO SOCIETY
Hon. Sec.: T. G. R. Dowsett, 48, Grove Road,
Eastbourne, Sussex.
T the meeting of the Eastbourne and District
Radio Society, held on Tuesday, February 6th,
Mr. J. A. Penfold gave a lecture eutitled * Problems
of the Superheterodyne.”

First of all he spoke on second-channel interference
and the removal of it by using one or more H.F.
stages of amplification before the first detector, or by
using a cathode rejector coit in the tuning eircuit of
the first detector. Valve moise was then dealt with,
and the use of special valves for short waves, and the
importance was stressed of stray capacities and the
effect they had on the circuit. The use of a separate
oscillator, the Intermediate frequency, iron cored
coils, oscillator problems, and frequency-changer
valves were dealt with. Adjustment of oscillator circuits
was also dealt with. Lastly the aerial connection,
r:gﬁx_xeéution, and A.V.C. and delaycd A.V.C. were
studied,

BRISTOL EXPERIMENTAL RADIO CLUB
Headquarters : 21, King’s Corridor, Old Market Street,

Bristol, 2.

Publicity Manager : D. J. James, 40, Robertson Road,

Eastville, Bristol, 5.

Meetings : Alternate Tuesdays, at 7.30 p.m.

THE Bristol Experimental Radio Club now holds
meetings at the above time and place. Recent

agendas have included a demonstration of a Public

Address amplifier, a talk on the theory of this type of

apparatus, and details of frequency meters and similar

instruments.

It is anticipated that the principal item of interest
at the next meeting will be a description and demon-
stration of an amplifier with an unusual though simple
circuit by the designer, Mr. W. White.

The committee are hoping shortly to complete
arrangements for a demonstration of a Hallicrafter
“Super Sky Rider.” Mr. R. Griffin (Pre-war G5UH)
has promised to give another of his interesting talks
in the near future.

All experimental radio enthusiasts, including those
temporarily billeted in the district, are heartily
invited to attend the club meeting on Tuesday,
March 12th.
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MODERNISE YOUR RADIO !
ARMSTRONG

QUALITY CHASSIS
45/-yi

. UMngE;:Lnsglmg 3 : These Chassis incor-
SRR AL NI et porate many refinemeuts

]
High Fidelity Radiogram ¢ USually found ouly in
chassis, All-wave, incor-

i most expensive sets.
porating 2 independent
circuits, Snperheterodyne ~ WRITE_ FOR Fuil
and Btraight, having R.F. 0 Specifications, Price Lists and
pre-amplifier, R.C. coupled J Most Favourable Terms for
push-pull Triode output Iiu'l 1840 Armstrong Range.

capable of bandling 8 watts. ? —%

CASH PRICE £13.4.0 or

payments of 23/,

WE SUPPLY

on most favourable terms

all well-known Bets,

Speakers, Valves, ete.,

domestic Electric Equip-

ment. Cash or C.0.D.
orders sent by return.

SUNBEAM Electric

SHAVEMASTER ™——

with the new * 475 ° Head Late ot 11, 0at Lane, London, E.C.2,
gives a  perfect shave. All communications to
160-230 V., A.C. or D.C. evacuation address—

84/~ post free, or 10/~ + WINDEN,” ARDINGLY RD,,

down and monthbly
v ENSINID ™ BALCOMBE, SUSSEX.

7 i QUICKER a~d o« BETTER TERMS from LR S)

ARMSTRONG

Apologise for delay in delivery of some models,
this unfortunately has been unavoidable owing to
the present great difficulty in obtaining raw
materials. However, we are pleased to announce
that we are now in the position to give immediate
delivery of our popular model, AW3B, illustrated
below.

MODEL AWw3s.
heterodyne chassis.
chassis has resistance capacity coupled push-pali
output capable of handling 6 watts, and gives good
quality reproduction on both radio and gramo-

8-valve All-wave Super-
This All-wave Radlogram

phone, for an economical price of 8 gns. Plus
59, war increase.

Armstrong Push-pull Speaker to match AW38
chassig, ‘£1 :1 : 0. Plus 5% war increase.

We suggest Model AW38 together with matched
speaker at £9 : 9 : 0, plus 5% war increase, com-
plete, represents the most outstanding value on
the market to-day.

ILLUSTRATED ART CATALOGUE ON REQUEST
ALL CHASSIS SENT ON 7 DAYS’ APPROVAL

ARMSTRONG MANFG. Co.

WARLTERS ROAD, HOLLOWAY, LONDOHN, N.7.
(Adjoining Holloway Arcade)

* Pkone NORth 22::
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For Every Purpose

Small, Nn 414 ... 1id.
arge, 5 .. 2d.
Heavy Wmnq. No 416 3d.
Keyhole. No. 418 ... 2d.
ook, No. 2d.

Usual colours and engravings

EL12X

British Mechanical Productions Lid.
I, Church Road, Leatherhead, Surrey.

Encm EERING
1 OPPORTUNITIES'

" FREE!
e 0

Thia unlqlu He.nd-book shows

4 the eaay to  secure
AMICE, A M I.Mech.E
AMIEE, 1AE,
AMIWT, AMI E.E and

eimilar qnalmculona
WE GUARANTEE—
“NO PASS—NO FEE.”

_Details are given of over 150
Diploma Courses 1o all branches
of Civll, Mech, Elec., Motor,
Aoro, Ralio and Telovision
Engineering, Boilding, Govern-
~ | ment Employment, eto. -
ar ur this enlightening Hand-book to-day FREE and post free.

Write
Brltlsh Institute of Englneerlng Technology,
. Shakespeare House, 17, 18, 18, Stratford Place, W.1.

THE NATIONAL
POSTER CAMPAIGN

against careless talk is a
timely reminder, and here
is a book which furthers
the good work, and
provides endless laughs.

WAR RUMOURS
By Reginald Arkell.

With Hilarious Illusirations by Edgar Norfield

This brightest of all war
books shows how silly
rumour - makers are. By
means of hilarious rhymes
and diverting pictures it tells
fantastic ““ untruths ’ of the
war. Get a copy now—
this breezy volume is the
most zestful exposure of
“rumours’ since the
Russians marched through
England with snow on their
boots !

* *
Avallable at all booksellers or by post 1/2

from th e publisher, rthur Pearson,

l (Book Dept.), Tower House,
NET Soulhamplon S(rul, London, W.C.2.
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Date of I'ssue.
CRYSTAL SETS.

Biueprints, 6d. each.
1937 Crystal Recelver ..
The * Junior ** Crystal Set

STRAIGHT SETS.
One-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
All-Wave Unipen (]Pentode)
Beginners’ One-valver .

The “)Pyramld " One valver (HF
Pen ba

Two-valve : Blueprint, 1s,
The Signet Two (D & LF)

Three-valve : Blucpriags, 1s. each.
Selectone Battery Three (D, 2 LF
(Trans)) .
Sixty Shulmg Three (D 2 LF
(RC & Trans)) ..
Leader Three (3G, D, Pow)
Summit Three (HF Pen D, Pen)
All Pentode Three (HF Peu, D,
(Pen), Pen) -
Hall-Mark Three(SG D, Po“) X,
Hall-Mark Cadet (D, LF Pen (RC))
F.J. Camm’s Silver Souvenir (HF
ggn, ])) (Pen), Pen) (All-Wave
Cameo \Ildget Three (D 2 LF
(Trans)) ..

1936 Sonotone Three-Four (HF
Pen, HF Pen. Westector, Pen)
Battery All-Wave Three (D, 2 LF
(R? 00 .. =8 .-
The Monitor (HF Pen, D, Pen) ..
The Tutor Three (HF Pen, D, Pen)

The Centaur Three (3G, D
J. Camm’s Record All- \\ ave
Three(HF Pen, D, Pen)
The * Colt ” All-Wave Three (D
2LF(RC& Tmns))
The * Rapide”’ Strmght 3 (D
2 LF (RC & Trans))
F. J. Camm’s Oncle All-Wave
Three (HF, Det., Pen)
1938 * Triband ”’ All Wave Three
(HF Pen, D, Pen)
F. J. Camm’s * Sprite » Three
(HF Pen, D, Tet)
The ** Hurricane * All-Wave Three
(SG D, Pen), Pen) b
F. J. Camnl’s * Push Button
Three(HF Pen, D (Pen), Tet). .

Four- valve Blueprints, ts. each.
Sonotone Four (3G, D, LF, P)
Fury Four (2 D Pen)

Beta I}I;mversal Four (SG, D, LI'

Cl. B)
Nucleon Cless ;i Four (SG D

(8G),
Fury Four Super (SG SG D Pen)
(HF Pen,

Battery Hall-Mark
D, Push-Pull)

F.J. Camm’s “ Limit * All-Wave
Four (HF Pen, D, LF, P,

“ Acme "’ All-Wave 4 (HF Pen, D
(Pen), LF, Cl. B)

«Admiral * Four (BF Pe

HF Pen, D, Pen (RC)) .

Mams Operated.
Two-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
A _C. Twin (D (Pen), Pen)
A.C.-D.C. Two (8G, Pow)..
Selectone A.C. Radlogram Two
(D, Pow)

Three-valve : Blueprints, 1s, each.

Double-Diode-Triode Three (HF
Pen, DDT, Pen) 5

DC. Ace(%G D, Pen) .. L

A .C. Three (G, D, Pen) .. g,

A.€. Leader (HF Pen, D, Pow) ..

D.C. Premier (HF Pen, D, Pen) ..

Unique (HF Pen, D (Pen), Pen) . .

Armada Mains Three (HF Pen, D,

Pen) o

F.J. Camm’s A.C. All-Wave Silver
Souvenir Three(HF Pen, D Pen)

* All-Wave” A.C. Three (D,
LF (RC)). .

A.C. 1936 Sonotone (HI‘ Pen HF
Pen. Westector, Pen) .

Mains Record All-ane 3 (HF
Pen, D, Pen) ..

Four-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each,
A.C. Fury Four (3G, 8G, D, Pen)
A.C. Fury Four Super (3G, SG, D,

Pen) oo
A.C. Hall-Mark (HF Pen, D,
Push-Pull) a.

27.8.38

19.2.38
27.8.38

24.9.38

21.3.36
14.8.37

31.10.36
18.2.39
4.12.37
28.8.37
22.1.38
26.3.38
30.4.38

tote
PR

-26.9.36 -

12.2.33
3.9.38

11.6.35

24.7.37

No. of
Blueprint.

PW71
PWO4

Battery Operated.

PW31A
PW85

PWo3

-PW76

PW17

PW34B
PW34C

PW46
PWG7
PWs3
PWOO

PW1s
PW31

PW19

P23
PW25
P20
PW35C
PW35B
PW36A
PW38
PW50
PW54
PW56

PW70

PW20
PW34D
PW45

‘These Blueprints are drawn full s

Copies of appropriate issues contalning descrip-
tions of these sets can in some cases be supplied at
the following prices which are additional to the cost
of the Blueprint. A dash before the Blueprint Number
indicates that the {ssue is out of prln

Issues of Practical ereless . 4d. Post Paid

Amateur Wireless .. g . 4d. "n oo

Wireless Magazine 1/13

The index letters which precede the Blueprlnt
Number indicates the perlodlcal in which the des-
cription appears : Thus P.W, refers to PRACTICAL
WIRELESS. A.W. to Amateur Wireless. W.M. to

Wireless Magazine.

Send (preferably) a pi tal order to cover the cost
of the blueprint, and the issue (stamps over 6d.
unacceptable) to PRACTICAL WIRELESS Blueprint
Dept., George Newnes, Ltd., Tower House, South-
ampton Street, Sg.rand. w.Ca.

Universal Hall-Mark (HF Pen, D

Push-Pull) - PW47
SUPERHETS

Battery Sets : Blueprints, 1s. each.
£5 Superhet (Three-valve) 5.6.37 PW40
F. J. Camm’s 2-valve Superhet = PW52
Mains Sets : Blueprints, 1s. each
A.C. £5 Superhet (Three-valve) . — PW43
D.C. £5 Superhet (Three-valve) . — PWi12
Universal £5 Superhet (Three-

valve) .. bd — PWi4
F.J. Camm’s A.C. Superhet 4 31.7.37 PW59
F.J. Camm’s Universal £4 Super-

het 4 X o = e - PW60
‘‘ Qualitone ” Universal Four 16.1.37 PW73
Foulrl-valve 3 Double-side; Blu(iprint 1s, 6d.
Push Button 4, Battery Model . -
Puch Button £, 4. Mains Model }2210.38  BW95

SHORT-WAVE SETS.
Onea-valve : Blueprint, 1s.

Battery Operated.

Simple $.W. One-valver .. . 23.12.39 PW83
Two-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each. .
Midget 8hort-wave Two (D, Pen). - PW38A
The *“ Fleet’ Short-wave Two .
(D (HF Pen), Pen) .. 27838 PWO1
Three-yalve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Il\penment,er s Short-wave Three
(3G, D, Pow) 30.7.33 PW30A
The Prefect 3 (D, 2 LF (RC and
Trans)) .. — PW63
The Band- Sprend S.W.  Three
(HF Pen, D (Pen), Pen) .. 1.10.38 PWe63
PORTABLES
Three-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Camm’s ELF ‘Three-valve
Portable {(HF Pen, D, Pen) — PWG5
Parvo Flyweight ]mdget Portnble
(5G, D, Pen, . 3.6.39 PW77
Four-valve : Blueprint, ls.
“Imp ™ Portable 4 (D LF, LF,
(Pen)) .. .. 19.3.38 PW86
MISCELLANEOUS.
Blueprint, 1s.
8.1, Converter-Adapter (1 valve) - PWi8A

AMATEUR WIRELESS AND WIRELESS MAGAZINE
CRYSTAL SETS.
Blueprints, 6d. each.

Four-station Crystal Set .. 23.7.38 AW427

1034 Crystal Set .. — W 44
150-mile Crystal Set - AW450
STRAIGHT SETS. Battery Operated.
One-valve : Blueprint, 1s.
B.B.C. Special One-valver - AW387
Two-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Melody Ranger Two (D, Trans) . — AW388
Full-volunie Two (8, det, Pen) — AW302
Lucerne Minor (D, Pen) . - AWi26
A Modern Two-valver . —_ WM109
Three-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each .
£5 58. 8.G.3 (SG D, Trans) e — AW112
Lucerne Ranger (SG. D, Trans) .. — AW 4122
£5 bs. Three: De Luxe Version -

(SG, D, Trans) . 19.5.34 AW435
Lucerne St.ml"ht Three (D I{C

Trans) - AW437
Tmneportuble Three(SG D Pen ) WM271
Simple-Tune Three (SG, D, Pen) June 33 WM327
Economy-Pentode Three ( D,

Pen) o8 .. X .. Oet 33 WM337
“W.M.” 1934 Standard Three

(8G, D, Pen) .. Lo - WM351
£3 3s. Three (8G, D, Trans) Mar.’34  WM354
1935 £6 0s. Battery Three (SG,

D, Pen) .. - — WM371
PTP Three (Pen, D, Pen) — WM389
Certainty Three (SG, D, Pen) . — WHM303
Minitube Three (SG, D, Trans) . . Oet.’35 WNM396
All-Wave Winnlng l‘hree (SG D

Pen e, WM00
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In reply

Short-wave Adapter
*“1 have made up a simple short-wave
adapter but apparently had made a failure
of it because I find that unless I include a
- grid leak to the adapter plug I cannot get a
sound from my set and when I do add the
leak I can get S.W. signals only by using
my broadecast set tuner and omly on the
medium-wave band. I am sure I have
followed every detail on the circuit diagram.
My set is a commercial superhet and I use
the frequency-changer in the adapter, 1
shall be very grateful if you can tell me
where I have gone wrong.”’—T. F. (Craig-
millar).
RE are several confusing points in
your arrangement. !First, aspointed
out many times in these pages, an adapter is
intended to replace the detector stage in a
receiver. In this case the tuner in the
broadcast receiver is inoperative, and all
tuning is carried out on the adapter. The
valve which should then be used in the
adapter is a simple triode. We note that
you have to include a grid leak and that
you tune your broadcast receiver to
medium waves. This tends to indicate that
the adapter is working as a converter and
that the intermediate frequency being
developed is somewhere in the medium-
wave band. We do not know what circuit
you can employ with a frequency changer
in the adapter circuit, but in the circum-
stances we suggest that you consider a
modification of the adapter so that it
beeomes a proper short-wave converter,
and when this is joined to your broadcast
receiver aerial terminal it should work
properly.

Valve Tester

‘1 thank you for your reply to my query
regarding the valve tester and am pleased
to note that you are going to describe the
construetion of such an instrument. I will
await the details, but in the meantime there
is just one point I should like you to eclear
up in this connection. Is it true that raw
A.C. may be used for all the supply voltages,
even for testing the simple 2-volt battery-
type valve ? ”—T. U. (Peckham).

'HE standard types of tester make use of

raw A.C. throughout, although for

the home-constructor it is quite a satis-
factory procedure to use battery supplies.
The main drawback to this is that the supply
sources will not be constant and thus com-
parisons will not be easily made. On the
other hand, with a mains transformer
tapped to deliver given voltages, and used’
with a given mains supply system one can
rely upon the output and thus test charac-
teristics may be kept for checking valves at
any time, without the need for measuring
the supply source each time and if necessary
adjusting this to given values. Incidentally,
the Taylor Valve Tester reviewed in this
issue employs the tapped transformer
system, :

A.C. Amplifier
¢ 1 should like a design for a good ampli-
- fier for use with pick-up for small dance
purposes and also for some home-recording

“torour

i'o’{/', A

etler

which I wish to carry out. I do not want a
10 or 15 watt unit, as the dances take place
in a very small hall, and are purely local
village affairs with very small. attendance.
On -the other hand, I wish td try cutting
some records and want a really good output
for this, when added to my commercial
5-valve superhet. What design can you
recommend from your blueprint list?’>’—
K. E. (Martham).

RE is not a design in our Blueprint

list which will answer your require-
ments, but in the near future, probably
next week, we shall describe an A.C.
amplifier which is ideal for the purpose.
This is a three-stage unit with two Cossor

4 RULES

! We wish to draw the reader’s attention to the
fact that the Queries Service is intended only
for the solution of problems or difficulties
arising from the construction of receivers
described in pur pages, from articles appearing
in our pages, or on general wireless matters.
Weregret that we cannot, for obvious reasons—

(1) Supply circuit diagrams of complete
multi-valve receivers.

(2) Suggest alterations or modifications of
receivers described in our contem-
poraries.

(3) Suggest alterations or modiflcations to
commercial receivers.

(4) Answer queries over the telephone.

(5) Grant interviews.to querists.

A stam!ped addressed envelope must be

i enclosed for the reply. All sketches and
drawings which are sent to us should bear
the name and address of the sender.

Requests for Blueprints must not be enclosed

with queries as they are dealt with by a
separate department.

Send your queries to the Editor, PRACTICAL WIRELESS,

George Newnes, Ltd., Tower ﬁouse. Southampton Street,

Strand, London, W.C.2. The Coupon must be enclosed
with every query.

4IMXP valves in push-pull in the output
stage, and will be admirable both for the
dance work and for the home-recording.

Tetrode Connections

¢“1 have just been looking at a eircuit
in which a tetrode valve was specified for
the output stage, but it appears from the
diagram that the valve is used as a triode.
The screen is joined to the anode, and I
should be glad if you could let me know
what advantages, if any, this arrangement
provides.”>—G. R. (Hull).
THE usual arrangement with the valve
in question is to connect the screen
grid through a 100 ohm resistance to the
anode. The effect of this is to provide a
triode of low impedance which, although
the mutual conductance may be higher than
when the valve is used as a tetrode, will
take a slightly greater input voltage. The
load impedance is, of course, increased, and
the output wattage will be lower, whilst in
addition the anode current will also be
slightly greater than with the triode. The
usual arrangement is to use these valves
only in a push-pull stage as triodes, and
there would be little, if any, advantage in
using one of the valves alone as a triode.

Address of R.S.G.B.
1 believe I saw a note some time ago
in your pages that there was a new war-time

address- for the Radio Society for Great
Britain, but I cannot trace the number in
question and should be glad if you could
give me the address.”—L. E. W. (S.E.).
THE present temporary head office of

the society is 16, Ashridge Gardens,
London, N.13, and the secretary is Mr. J.
Claricoats. The registered head office is at
53, Victoria Street, S.W.1.

Transformer Rewinding

“I wish to .make up a small mains
transformer, and should like to use material
which I have on hand. I have two old L.F.
transformers which are burnt out, and
wonder if it would be possible to use the
cores of these, and perhaps the existing
bobbins. The only thing I am not sure
about is whether the material is the same as
that used in mains transformers, and should
be glad of your advice on this point of the
question.”’—B. R. E. (Ilford).

IN general stalloy stampings are used for

mains and L.F. transformers, but some
types of the latter component are made
from special alloys to maintain a high
inductance with a minimum of core material.
These would not be suitable for your
proposed mains transformer, but if the
stampings are of stalloy you could no doubt
use them. The main point is that a
fairly substantial core is necessary in a
mains transformer, and in most L.F.
transformers the core is not only fairly
thin, but the width of the various pieces of
stalloy are rather on the narrow side which
would not permit you to build up a satis-
factory core. Hoyever, we refer you to our
book on Coils, Chokes and Transformers,
and also to the series of articles now running
on the subject.

REPLIES IN BRIEF

The following replies Lo queries are given tn
abbreviated form either because of non-compliunce
withour rules, or because the pointraised is not of
general snterest.,

R. J. C: (Yeovil). We regret that we could not give
constructional details, but the theories of design were
cpvered in our companion paper, ** Practical Mechanics"
for January last.

B. G. D.(Hereford). The potentiometer is connected
across the reaction coil. A better idea is to use an 8.G.
valve and with fixed reaction coupling vary the H.T.
on the screen by means of a potentiometer.

C. A. M. (Denton, M/c.). The wattage rating is de-
pendent upon the current-carrying capacity of the
element. Thus you could have a very small 1,600 chm
resistance which would only carry 1 or 2 milliamps, and
yet have another still rated at 1,000 ohms, but of such
material or size that it would carry 1 amp. You can
compare it with resistance wires of different ganges.
We have not published a book on the subject mentioned.

8. K. (Glapham). We regret that we have no details
of the coil mentioned.

J. Van P. (Southport). We regret that we are unable
to trace an English agent of the firm in question.

R. S. M. (Halifax). The coils were specially designed
for a periodical not now on the market, and we have
no details of them. i

S. M. (Teddington). Push-pull would be satisfactory
and the current available is just right. Use automatic
grid-biag.

R. E.(Chelmsford). A wire-wound component would
be suitable and one of the special Bulgin components
will be found most satisfactory.

V. E. W. (Stalybridge). A mains tranfformer could
be used, especially if the type of component having
tappings at each 10 voits is employed.

@. T. (Perranporth). Test with a good milliammeter
and you will find that the resistance has altered due to
overheating.

L. R. (Uxbridge). The note is undoubtedly above
audio frequency and this would account for the
pecullar effects mentioned. = 1

K. S. (Golchester). Portability is the first essential
and the partsare definitely unsuitable. 8pecial partsare,
of course, now obtainable.

5

] The coupon on page iii of cover
i must be attached to every query.

Loamiamod
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Classified Advertisements

RECEIVERS, COMPONENTS AND
ACCESSORIES

OUTHERN RADIO’S BARGAINS.
LL GUARANTEED. POSTAGE EXTRA.

5 / —Parcel of useful Components, comprising
=~ (Condensers, Resistances, Volume Controls,
Wire, Circuits, etc. Value 25/-. 5/ per parcel.
I 5 / —=Service Man’s Component Kit. Electrolytic
~ Condensers, Volume Controls, Resistances,
Tubular, Mica, Paper Condensers, Yalve Holders, etc.
120 articles contained in strong carrying case, 9" x
7" x 77, 15/- the Kit.
2] / —Small Trader’s Parcel of Components. 150
=~ Articles comprising all types Condensers,
Valve Holders, Resistances, . Chokes, Coils, Wire,
ete. Value 85/-. 21/- the parcel.
5 / —100 Wire-end Resistances, assorted capacities.
~ 1 and 1 watt, 5/- per 100.
RMOND Loud-speaker Units, 2/6; Crystal
Sets, 6/6; Westectors Type W2, 2/6; Crystal
Detectors, 2/- ; Crystals, 6d. ; Marconi V24 Valves, 9d.
—Tool or Instrument Carrying Cases, ex
~ Government Stock ; Wood, 9" x 7" x 77, 2/-.
OUTHERN RADIO, 46, Lisle Street, London,
W.C. Gerrard 6653. b

ULGIN for all Radio and Electrical Components.
Unsurpassed for reliability, workmanship and

performance, investigate the complete range by
obtaining complete catalogne No. 162.—Bulgin,
Barking.

IRELESS Gear, s-w components, etc. 1}d. List.
BSWLR9, 42, Cranbourne Road, Salt Hill,
* Slough, Bucks.

5 BARGAIN PARCEL comprising Speaker Gabinet,
= 2 Drilled Chassis, condensers, resistances and
many other useful components. Worth £2. Limited
number.  Postage 1/-.—Bakers Selhurst Radio, 75,
Sussex Road, South Croydon.

- ’
PORTABLE LIGHTING ENGINES, 2} twin Douglas
special, air cooling, complete with all fittings, including
petrol tanks, etc., fully protected, condition as new,
£12/10/-, C{F.
SPARK €OILS, ex-Naval, 2in. spark, complete for
12-volt working, 25/- each, post 1/6.
SILVERTOWN HORIZONTAL GALVANOMETERS,
jewelled movements, 5/- each, post 6d.
EX-NAVAL HETERODYNE WAVEMETERS, 1-valve,
buzzer type, 200 to 24,000 metres, in solid teak case,7/6
each, C/F.
A.C. INDUCTION MOTORS, 200/250 volts, 1 ph. 50 cy.,
approx. § h.p., 1,440 r.p.m., in new condition, 25/-
each, post 1/-.
STANDARD TELEPHORE CONDENSERS, 1 mf.
400-volt wkg., 4d. each, or 4 for 1/-; 2 mf. 400-v.
wkg., 6d. each. Muirhead, 1 mf. 4,000-volt test, 2/-
each. Phillips, 1 mf. 8,000-volt test, 5/- each. T.C.C,,
2 mf. 1,000-volt test, t/- each. T.C.C, 2,000 mf.
12-voit wke., 2/- each. |
WESTON (501) AND E. TURNER (909) 2in. DIAL
MOVING-COIL MILLIAMPMETERS, as new. 0 to 5
m/a., 17/6; 0 to 25 m/a., 18/6 ; 0 to 50 m/a., 15/=;
0 to 250 mja., 15/- each. .
MULTI-CONTACT RELAYS, EX-G.P.0., as used in
automatic exchange, condition as new, small size,
suitable for automatic tuning for press-button control,
heavy platinoid contacts, 2/6, post 3d.; 2 for 4/-,
post 6d. : 3 for 6/-, post 6d.
VOLTAGE CHANGING TRANSFORMERS (Auto.
wound), 12 months’ guarantee, 100/110 to 200,240 volts
or vice versa, 260 watts, 21/-; 500 watts, 26/-; 750
watts, 32/6; 1,000 watts, 37/6; 1,500 watts, 50/-;
2,000 watts, 62/6. -
HIGH VOLTAGE TRANSFORMERS for Television,
Neon, etc., 200/240 v. 50 cy. 1-ph. primary. 5,000 and
7,000 volts secondary, enclosed in petroleum jelly.
Size : 5§in. x 4}in. x 4}in,, 7/6 each, post 1/-. Ditto,
skeleton type, 5/6, post 9d. All brand new.
MAINS TRANSFORMERS, 200/240 volts input, 12 and
24 volts at 4 to 8 amps. output (useful for model trains,
ete.), 15/- each, post 1/-.
EX-G.P.0, GLASS TOP RELAYS, Type B. Useful as
Keying Relays, 5/- each, post 6d. Also a few ouly that
needs points, which are easily fitted, 2/6 each. P/F.
T.C.C. 2,000 MF. ELECTROLYTIC CONDENSERS,
50-volt working (brand new), 5/- each, post 6d.
STANDARD TELEPHONMNE BELL WIRE, all brand
new, 150-yd. coils, twin 22 gauge, 4/-, post 9d. ; 250-vd.
coils, single 18 gauge, 4 -,(Post 1/-; 300-yd. coils,
single 22 gauge, 3/-, post 6d.
DYNAMOS for charging or lighting, ete., all shunt
wound and fully guaranteed. 100-volt 10 amp., 4-pole,
1,500 r.p.m., 90/-; 50/75-volt 15 amp., 1,750 r.pm.,
4-pole, 90/-; 30-volt 10 amp., ball bearings, 1,500
r.p.m., 4-pole, 70/-; 25-volt 8 amp, 1,750 r.p.m.,
2-pole, ball-bearing, 37/6 ; 50/75-volt 25 amp., 4-pole,
1,500 r.p.m., 1104-. .
ELECTRIC LIGHT CHECKX METERS, for sub-lettings,
garages, etc. 200/250-volts, 50 cy. 1-ph. supply 5,
10, or 20 amps., 6/- each, post 1/-.

Terms : Cash with Order
ALL GOODS SENT ON THREE DAYS’ APPROVAL
AGAINST CASH

GALPIN’S ELECTRICAL STORES, 75, Lee Higch Rd,,
Lewisham, London, S.E.13. Telephone : Lee Green 5240

.2/3.

BANKRUPT BARGAINS. Brand new 1939 models,
makers’ sealed cartons, with guarantees, at less
40 per cent. below listed prices; also Midgets, por-
tables, car radio. Send 14d. stamp for lists.——Radio

Bargains, Dept. P.W., 2061-3, Lichfield Road, Aston,

Birmingham.

ANKRUPT BARGAINS.—Good stock of. all
types of receivers, practically every type of
eplacement valve, service goods, repairs. Keenest
prices. _All new goods. Please state requirements.—
utlin, 6, Stanford Avenue, Brighton. Preston 4030.

AUXHALL. Skeleton metal rectifiers, HTI0,
11/-; HT9, 9/-. Valveholders. 7-pin, 6d.;
5-pin, 5d. Volume controls, 2/-; with switch, 3/-
AUXHALL. T.C.C. cardboard containers ;
8 mfd. 500v., 2/-; 6 plus 4 mfd. 850 v., 1/9;
50 mfd. 50v., 1/9. Rola 8in. P.M. speaker with
transformer, 14/9. Other sizes iu stock.
AUXHALL, Bar type condensers, straight 0.0005
mfd., 2-gang, 6/6; 3-gang, 8/6. Full-vision
drives, station names, 6/-.
VAUXHALL. Tron-cored coils on base with switch,
terminals, circuit, 2-gang, 12/6; 3-gang, 19/6.
1-watt resistors, 4d.
AUXHALL UTILITIES, 163a, 8trand, London,
W.C.2. Write for free list.

March 2nd, 1940

LOUDSPEAKER REPAIRS

LOUDSPEAKER repairs, British, American, any
make. 24-hour, service, moderate prices.—

Sinclair Speakers, Pulteney Terrace, Copenhagen
Btreet, London, X.1.
EPAIRS to moving coil speakers.  Cones/coils

\ fitted or rewound. Fields altered or wound.
Prices guoted, including eliminators. Pick-ups and
speaker transformers rewound, 4/6. Trade invited.
Guaranteed satisfactlon. Prompt service.

L.S. Repair Service, 5, Balham Grove, London, 8.W.12.
Battersea 1321.

NEW LOUDSPEAKERS

3 00 SPEAKERS from 6/6 each, P.M. and
] energised 4in. to 14in., including several
Epoch 18in.—Sineclair Speakers, Pulteney Terrace,
Copenhagen Street, London, N.1.

COMPONENTS FOR SALE

LONDON cENTRAt RADIO STORES, 23, Lisle Street,
W.C.2. Gerard 2969.
PHILIPS Step-down transformers, input 200-240 volts,
output ¢ voits,.3 amps., 2/9 each. B.I. Condensers
4 mfd., 450 volts working, resin oii filled, 3/3 each;
.25 mfd., 1,00 volt working, 2'3 each ; .1 mfd. ditto,
Valves, 8.P.210, 4/3, Universal Pentode 35/20,
4/3 each.
EX-G.P.0. Multi-Contact Relays used in automatic
exchanges, new condltion, suitable for automatic
tuuing. Complete with contacts, 2/3, post free.

CABINETS

A CABINET for Every Radio Purpose.

URPLUS Cabinets from noted makers under cost
of manufacture.
RADIOGRAM Cablnets from 30/-.
UNDRILLED table, console and loudspeaker
cabinets from 4/6.

INSPECTION Invited.

H. L. Smith and Co., Ltd., 289, Edgware Road,
W.2. Tel.: Pad. 5891.

MORSE TRAINING

IRELESS CODE COURSES. *“ Book of Facts ™
Free.~—~Candler 8ystem Co. (L.0.), 121, Kings-
way, London, W.C.2.

COMMUNICATION REGCEIVERS

HE famous HALLICRAFTER $X23, released by

the makers only in July, 1939, can still be
supplied by Webb’s Radio at

PRE-WAR PRICES.

We fortunately had good supplies delivered in August.

NO price increase on present stock of this model only,

£33 10s., H.P. terms available. Write for descriptive

booklet.—P. Webb’'s Radio, 14, Soho Street, London,
W.1. ’Phone: Gerrard 2089.

RADIO MAP AND GLOBE

EBB’S RADIO MAP of the World enables you to
locate any station héard,  Size 40" by 30"
2-colour heavy Art Paper, 4/6. Limited supply on
Linen, 10/6. WEBB’'S RADIO GLOBE—superb
12 full-colour model. Radio Y}rcﬂxes. zones, ete.
Heavy oxydised mount. Post Paid, 27/6.—Webb’s
Radio, 14, Soho Street, London, ’Phone:
Gerrard 2089.

W.1.

MORSE EQUIPMENT

FULL range of Transmitting Keys, Practice Sets,

Oscillators, Recorders and other Radio Telegrag{l
Apparatus, designed and manufactured by T. R.
McElroy, World's Champion Telegraphist. Sole dis-
tributors : Webl’s Radio, 14, Soho Street, London,
W.1. ’Phone: Gerrard 2089.

LITERATURE

EW EDITION. American Amateur Relay League
Handbook. 500 pages of up-to-the-minute
technical information, 7/-, post free. 1940 JONES
Handbook ; approximately 700 pages dealing with
every aspect of Short-wave Radio, 8/6, post free.—
Webb’s Radlo, 14, Soho 8t., London, W.1. ’Phone:
Gerrard 2089.

CRAP your H.T. battery with Mallory vibrator
converter, 6/12v. 150v., 30m.a., 18/9; listed
£5/5/0. Or Genemotor, 12v., 250v., 50nna., 25/-.
Postage 1/3.-—Aeronautical Radio, 47, River Road,
Littlehampton.

2

SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES

.8.G.B. reduced war-time subscriptions. Details
and current issuc “T. and R. Bulletin,” 1s.—
16, Ashridge Gardens, London, N.13.

MISCELLANEQOUS

RINTING.—1,000 DBillheads 3s.
Cards, ete.
24, Buxted, Sussex.

9d.7 Memos,
Samples free.—Creteway Press,

E TALLER!! Inches put you Miles Ahead!!
Details 6d. stamp.-—Malcolm Ross, Height
8pecialist, Scarborough.

PUEBLIC APPOINTMENTS

AI R MINISTRY.

ERONAUTICAL INSPECTION DIRECTORATE,

Vacancies exist for unestablished appointments

as Examiners in_the General Engineering and W/T
and Instrument Branches.

QUALIFICATIONS.

All candidates must have good general education,
be able to read drawings, nnderstand specifications,
use micrometers and other measuring instruments.

(n) Applicants for the General Englneering Branch
must have had practical experience in an
engineering works. An elementary knowledge
of materials testing is desirable.

Applicants for the Instrument Branch must

have knowiedge of physics and training in light

engineering or instrument making. Candidates
with knowledge of optical instruments are also
required.

(c) Applicants for the W/T Branch must have
practical knowledge of W/T and electrical
equipment with technical training in radio
communication equal to City and Guilds final
examination standard.

PPLICATIONS from candidates previously inter-

viewed and declared unsuccessful wilt be con-

sidered provided the necessary additional experience
has beeu gained.

CCEPTED candidates will undergo a period of
training in inspection as applied to the above
subjects, not exceeding three months, and will be
paid £3 10s. 0d. weekly during training. Subsistence
allowance of £1 5s. 0d. weekly during training is
payable to married men normally residing outslde
the training area. On successful completion of training,
candidates will be appointed as Examiners at a salary
of £246 9s. O0d. per annum (payable monthly in arrear)
if service iz satisfactory, and must be prepared to
serve in any part of the United Kingdom.

NORMAL age limits 25 to 55.

(b)

ANDIDATES should indicate on their applications
! for which vacancy they wish to he considered—
a, borc.

APPLICATION must be made on Yorm 786, copies
of which can be obtained on application, by

postcard only, to: The Inspector-in-Charge, A.LD,

'll;mini;lg Schoo! (I.C.S./REC. 52), Brandon Steep,
ristol, 1. :
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IF YOU WANT THE BEST SHORTWAVE SETS OR COMPONENTSy

‘" Eddystone ' products are made for outstanding perfor-

GO TO YOUR DEAL ER = mance. They are used by the Fighting Services—have
been employed in Arctic and Tropical Expeditions—in fact |

whenever utter reliability and the highest efficiency is

AND ’NS IS T ON [: essential *' Eddystone ' isused. You, too, will obtain the

best results if you insist on ‘' Eddystone.” Do 50 to-day.

LONOON SERVICE : Webb’s Radio, 14, Soho Street, W.l. & 58, Victoria Street, St. Albans.
: BIRMINGHAM SERVICE : Webb's Radio, 41, Carr's Lane.
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Keep that happy
___expression

In good times or
bad, wherever you
are, keep to that
happy expression
" Player's Please.”
The cigarette
which makes
happy expressions
everywhere,

efaf

 MEDIUM OR MILD -

PLAYER’S NAVY CUT CIGARETTES °

LS .
PLAIN OR CORK-TIPS

The Brightest Digest of
the World’s Best Reading

il

Some of the 35 Brilliant Contributions in the Aprtl

oo

Issue :~— .
WE MUST UNDERSTAND LIFE ON ST. KILDA
THE FRENCH JULIAN_HUXLEY
R. H. §. CROSSMAN
MANNERHEIM
ROUND THE WORLD IN e

TWO HOURS
IGOR SIKOGRSKY
A CALL ON THE GESTAPO
P. WALTON KERR

BOOBY TRAPS
GERALD CARR

BLOCKADE IS NOT
ENOUGH
V. W. GERMAINS

SWINGING THE LEAD
DENNIS BARDENS

STRASBOURG : CITY OF
DEATH
W, SOMERSET MAUGHAM

HOW WILL HITLER
GO ?
J. B. FIRTH

D. POCKET

Order a copy from

APRIL

your newsagent to-day

SIZE

NCC5208

FOR ENGINEERS

THIS new weekly journal covers a very wide field.

It deals comprehensively with every type of
machine employed in engineering, and every modern
mechanical process and development. It also
includes special features on such important matters
as works layout, time-saving methods, the systems
and methods of the drawing office, finishing pro-
cesses, test equipment and inspection—in fact,
PRACTICAL ENGINEERING embraces every
sub-division of the mechanical engineering industry.
Leading authorities on specialised subjects have
been retained to contribute regularly, and to help
make this new weekly journal the most authoritative
of its kind published.

DEALS WITH EVERY WORKSHOP
PROCESS AND EVERY TYPE OF
MACHINE

A Weekly Journal for

EXECUTIVES, DESIGNERS, WORKSHOP SUPERINTEND-
| ENTS, DRAUGHTSMEN, PLANT AND _FRODUCTION
ENGINEERS, FITTERS, TURNERS, PATTERN-MAKERS,
MAINTENANCE ENGINEERS, TOOL-MAKERS, MILL-
WRIGHTS, CAPSTAN SETTERS, GAUGE MAKERS, IN-
. SPECTORS, WORKERS IN PLASTIC, FOUNDRY IMEN,
SMITHS, AERONAUTICAL _ ENGINEERS, MILLERS,
WELDERS, SPINNERS, PLANERS, ERECTORS, SHEET-
METAL WORKERS, ETC., AND THOSE IN KINDRED
PROFESSIONS.

IMPORTANT NEW WEEKLY

EVERY THURSDAY Get a copy from your Newsagent To-day

George 72\‘1 aenes, Lid,
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ROUND THE  WORLD OF WIRELESS

Amplifier Design
AN amplifier has a much wider range of
circuits than a standard broadcast
receiver, although there arve -many types
of receiver. These may be divided roughly
into straight or superhet circuits, and be-
vond this there is very little with which to
experiment. On the other bhand, an
amplifier must be designed first to give a
certain output—according to the uses to
which it is to be put—and, secondly, to
incorporate a certain type -of -circuit.
This may incorporate push-pull, trans.
former coupling, resistance-capacity
coupling, or even mixtures of these. Thus,
when an amplifier is designed, it will
probably only meet the requirements of a
few listeners, and so we receive many
requests for amplifier designs for special
purposes. . We.have, of course, described
dozens of alternative designs, all embodying
various features, and in this issue we give
vet another, built from spare parts, and
employing a push-pull ontput stage. This
is regarded by most listeners as the best
type of output, being simple to wire and
construct and giving the best quality for a
medium H.T. supply. It is reasonably free
from trouble, and due to the special working
of the push-pull valves hum and dis-
tortion troubles are reduced to a minimum.
We shall, however; “continue to describe
various types of amplifier, and in a forth-
coming issuc shall give details of a new
high-quality unit incorporating the direct-
coupled principle.

Austria

ORAY McLAREN is preparing  for
March 12th a programme which is of
topical interest. This is the anniversary
of the day on which Hitler’s troops marched
into Vienna. McLaren. who knows Austria
intimately, will show in this programme
how much of the real spirit of the country
lLas been destroyed since it was incorporated
in Hitler’s Reich. The feature will include
tributes to Austria by English people who
knew it in its happier days, and the music
and the poetry of life in Austria of those
days will be strongly fea’cured.

Goebbels Exposed
“HE fourth talk in ** The Voice of the
Nazi’’ series, in which W. A. Sinclair,

of Edinburgh University, is giving such

a- telling exposure of Nazi propaganda
methods, will be repeated on March 7th,
following its first appearance in pro-
grammes on Febrnary 20th. It is entitled
“ Some Tricks of the Trade.”

% Convoy ” :
NIE of Britain’s greatest war efforts
7 since the commencement of hostilities
has been the successful convoying of many

)

2

With a risk, in an air raid, of failure of the

electricity supply, battery portables have distinct

advantages for A.R.P. work. This portable,

woiking 10ft. below ground level in the Ekco

radio shelter al Southend-on-Sea, gave results

identical with those obtained in normal conditions
on the-surface.

Editorial and Advertisement Offices ;.
¢ Practical Wireless,”” George Newnes, Ltd.,
Tower House, Southampton Street, Strand,
W.C.2. ’Phone : Temple Bar 4363.
. Telegrams : Newnes, Rand, London.
Registered at the G.P.O. as a newspaper and
for transmission hy Canadian Magazine Post.

The Editor will Le pleased to consider articles of a
practical nature suitable for pulblication in
PRACTICAL YWIRELESS. Such arficles should be
- written on one side of the paver only. and should
contuin the name and address of the sender. W hilst
the Editor does not hold himself responsible for
manuscripts, every effort will be mude to return
them if a slamped and addressed envelope is
enclosed,  All correspondence intended for the ;
Fiditor should be addressed : The Editor, PRACTICAL
WIRELESSR, George Newnes. Ltd., Tower House,
Southwmpton Street, Strand, W.C.2.

‘Owing to the rapid progress in the design of
wireless apparatus and to our efforts to keep our
readers 1 touch withthe lutest developments, we give
no warranty that appuratus described in our
- columns-is not the subjeet of letters patent.

Copyright, in all drawings, photographs and
articles published in PRACTICAL WIRELESS 15
spectfically regerved throughoul the countries signa-
tory to the Berne Convention and the U.S.A.
Heproductions or imitations of any of these are
therefore expressly fforbidden. PRACTICAL WIRE-
LESS incorporates * Amuteur Wireless.”

thousands of tons of shipping to and from
the ports of this country. This service,
carried out by the Royal Navy in con-
junction with the Merctant Navy, is to be
made the theme of a special programme
which has been written by Captain Taprell
Dorling. R.N.. who is perhaps better known
as ‘¢ Taffrail.”

This will be heard in the Home Service
programme on March 15th. It is a survey
which searches back through Britain’s
maritime history. Naturally, it draws
upon the experiences of the Great War,
and it is documentary in so far as it
quotes the official naval history of the
Great War, words by the |late Lord
Jellicoe and the Rt. Hon. Winston
Churchill when he was First Lord of the
Admiralty in the last war, and, more
recently, quotations™ from speeches made
during the present war by H.M. the King,
My, Chamberlain, and Mr. Churchill.

Composer Cavalcade

AY NOBLE will be the subject of the
next ‘‘ Composer Cavalcade,”” to be
broadcast on March 7th. Itis probably not
generally realised that Noble is an English-
man. He has lived for many years in the
United States, and for a long time his band
has been associated with the famous Rain-
bow Room in New York.

He won a competition for orchestration
in 1927, and in 1928 he started composing.
almost at once joining The front rank of
song writers. He has been responsible for
the scores of several famous stage suc-
cesses and film musicals, including ‘° The
Little Damozel” and * Brewster’s Mil-
lions.”” Probably his most famous number
is “ Love is the Sweetest Thing.”” Many
listeners will also remember “ Good-night,
Sweetheart,”” *° The Touch of Your Lips,”’
“What More Can T Ask ?”’ and a score
of others.

Rawicz and Landauer

AWICZ and Landauer, whose per-
formances in ‘ Saturday at 9.30”’
have been a highlight in that series, are to
give a lighter programme with the B.B.C.
Theatre Orchestra, conducted by Stanford
Robinson on March 7th. This should be
of special appeal to younger listeners,
though it is expected that it will be appre-
ciated by listeners generally.

The programme will inelude such pieces
as Debussy’s “° The Golliwogs' Cakewalk,”
“The Teddy Bears’ Picnic,”’ by Bratton,
“The Parade of the Tin Soldiers,”” by
Jessel, and a selection from. ‘ Snow
White and the Seven Dwarfs,”” by
Churchill. The broadcast will be taken
by the Home Service and For the Forces
programmes.
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Flexi

ble Leads an

d

Connectors

Some Practical Hints and “' Safety-first” Measures which
should be Adopted when Wiring Receivers and when
Making Mains and Battery Connections

By FRANK PRESTON

T is probably becanse of the apparent
simplicity of the work that the making
of flexible connections is so often badly

done. Take, for example, the wiring of
the heater leads in a wmwains set.  The
average constructor simply cuts off two
or three lengths of flex, scrapes the insula-
tion off the ends and then either solders
them or forms loops which can be gripped
under the valveholder terminal puts.
Not only does this give an untidy appear-
ance, but there is always a danger that
one or two strands of the flex will make
contact with a nearby termninal and cause
a short-circuit.

The correct method is to measure the

SLEEVING
™

WIRE SPLAVED £ SOLDERED

Fig. |, —The best method of connecting a flexible
lead to a terminal : by soldering on a lag.

lengths of flex carefully, then to push
back the cotton insulation. The next
step is to remove the rubber covering by
using the blunt edge of a knife blade.
When the connections are to be soldered
it is necessary to bare the wire for only
about 3in., but when a terminal loop is
to be formed the wire should be bhared for
rather more than lin. In any case, the
strands should be tightly twisted together
after baring, whilst if the wire is dirty
it i8 wise to clean it' before twisting;
cleaning can be done by dipping the wire
into methylated spirit or carbon tetra-
chloride and then wiping with a clean
duster—this is better than using fine glass
paper or scraping the wire.

Forming Looped Ends

When the wire is to be looped, curve
it round a short piece of rod or a pencil
point and make a tight twist at the neck
of the loop. Lightly smear the bared wire
with flux and then tin it with a hot soldering
iron, holding the iron in contact with the
wire for only two or three seconds. When
making soldered joints the same general
procedure should be followed, without
making the loop. After the ends of the
wire have been tinned, bind the ends of
the insulated portion with strong thread.
An alternative method is to slip a short
length of insulated sleeving over the wire
before treating the end, and to slide this
along to the end of the insulation after-
wards. )

It is in many respects better to fit tags
to the ends of the flex when terminal
connections are to be used. A\ better
contact ean often ‘be obtained and there
is less chance of the wire being damaged
or frayed when tightening the terminals.
The method suggested is shown in Fig. I,

where it will be seen that the bared end
of wire is splayed out before being tinned.
The metal eye should also be tinned and
the wire laid over it after smearing with
flux, when the. joint can be sweated. If
the tag is intended to clamp round the
wire, it can next be curved round by
gripping with a pair of pliers. Finally,

‘the sleeving can be drawn over it, or the

joint can be tightly bound with thread.
A slightly different procedure might be
better with some forms of connecting tag,
but the general method outlined is applic-
able in nearly every case. :

Mains Leads

The above methods of dealing with the
ends of flex can he applied to nearly all
leads, including those for batteries and
mains supply, but especial care should be
taken with leads for use in the mains
system. The chief precaution should be
that there is no exposed bare wire, the
shrouding of the plug, socket, switch or
other component covering the bared portion
and also some of the part which is insulated.
A little hint which is worth remembering
is that if there are any loose threads of the
cotton sleeving they can be trimmed off
flicking them through the flame of a
match.

When flex leads are used for battery
connections from the receiver, there are
various methods of - dealing with them.
One is to fit them with plugs at each end
30 that they can be plugged into the
batteries and also into terminal-socket
strips on the receiver. It is” generally

e,
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MAINS PLUG

Fig. 3—" Live” mains connectors should always
be.insulated. Connectors with open pins or sockels
should be ** dead ™' when removed.

more convenient, however, to attach the
leads to the receiver in more permanent
form. They can therefore be dealt with
in the manner described above. It is
rather important, however, that they
should be anchored to the set so that,
should they be tugged, they will not come
adrift ; if they.did a short-circuit might
be produced—with expensive results. Two
methods of anchoring the leads are shown
in Fie. 2. In the case of the wooden

# _‘
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Fig. 2.—Methods of anchoring flex leads to prevent
them from being pulled away from the chassis.

chassis a small bridge is made from five-
ply or a strip of hardwood, it is notched
slightly on the underside, so that when it
is serewed down to the chassis it grips the
battery-lead assembly or the separate
flexible leads. Sometimes it may be more
convenient to make a bridge from strip
brass, but the edges should be rounded
over so that they cannot cut into the
insulation. :

Another method is also shown in Fig. 2,
but this is more suitable when using a
metal chassis. A ruhber grommet is fitted
in a hole in the side of the chassis and the
leads are passed through this before being -
attached to the receiver components. A
knot is then made in the assembly of wires
so that they cannot be pulled through the
grommet.

H.T. Connectors

In dealing with mains-supply leads it is.
impossible to be too careful. The first
point which should receive attention is
that all *‘ live *’ points should he so insulated
that it is impossible to touch them without
dismantling the connector. An example
of what is meant is given in Fig. 3, where
it is assumed that there is a supply socket
on the set and that a length of flex is used
to connect a plug fitting into this to the
power point on the wall. It will be noticed
that the pins of the power-point plug are
exposed (since they are * dead’’ when the
plug is removed from the point), whilst
the socket at the other end of the flex is
completely insulated (since this is * live”’
whenever the mains plug is inserted),
There is a wide variety of plugs and sockets.
but whatever type is employed the rules
just outlined should be carefully observed.
It is also important that the ends of the
flex leads should be protected after being
joined to the connector. This can be done
by binding with stout thread, although
it is still better to fita short length of rubber
tubing, if possible clamping this in the
end of the connector. Not only does the
tubing prevent the insulation from fraying,
but it strengthens the wire, preventing it
from breaking due to constant bending
against the edge of the connector.

A similar arrangement is applicable
when two mains leads, or wires carrying
H.T., are to be joined together. An
example of this is sometimes to be found
where the receiver proper and combined
amplifier-mains unit are mounted on
separate chassis. Irreversible connectors
should be used, whether they are of two-,
three-, four- or multi-way types. That
which is connected to the mains unit should
be completely shrouded, whilst there may
be projecting pins on the connector fitted
to the receiver.

(Continued on page 532)
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A Universal
Valve-tester—

Details of the Power Supply Unit are Given in

this Article - - By

HEN all these values have been
obtained, erase the marks first put
on the dials, and if carefully done

the first resistance dial, V1, should read
something like 100, 200, 300, 400, and so on
to 1.000, and the same with the second dial
V2. but this time in steps of 1,000 ohms,
Remember, of course, that when one
resistance is being measured the others
must be at zero resistance. or otherwise
the values would he hopelessly incorrect.

" Calibrating for Emission
For the purposes of testing valves we
rely on the well-tried mutual conductance

F. DAY-LEWIS, AMIRE.

conductance of the valve. Without going
into the mathematical side of the matter
it is found that the mutual conductance
in milliamps per volt is equal to 1,000/total
resistance,

1,000

resistance

or mutual conductance milliamps
per volt.

The resistance is found by adding up
the total resistances

SIS,

one of the resistances. This wiil show
which one to operate. -
‘The headphone section of this tester is
also wuseful for connecting into other
circuits when set testing, and by using a
blocking eondenser in one lead it can also
be utilised for the testing of L.F. anode

circuits.

The Power Supply Unit

This unit has been primarily designed
for use with the valve tester already
described, but the designer has also
remembered that in most experimenters’
experience an instrument with more than
one use is very handy, and thus it is possible
to utilise this unit in more than one way.

There are A.C. filament outputs from
12 volts in steps up to 40 volts, and the
range covers all the common heater voltages
found in all valves on the market; it is
not likely that any valves will be designed
with heaters outside this range. Further-
more, for use with the tester this range is
very useful for a quick check of valve
heaters (to see if they are lighting at all),

(Continued on next page.)

as shown on the dials

when the zero signal
point has been found.
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Opera-
tion
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tothevalve
panel.
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Fig. 6.~Panel layout for the power supply unit.
of the panel can be made to suit requirements.

test,” and with our instrument it is found
sthat when the zero signal is denoted in the
headphones, then the pesistance in circuit
bears a constant relationship to the mutual

T P ¢ »

'LIST OF COMPONlE}l;}'% FOR THE BRIDGE
Ten banana type plugs and sockets.
One 4 mfd. fixed condenser. Paper type.
One 1 mfd. fixed condenser. Paper type.
One 50,000 ohm fixed resistance
One 1,000 ohm variable wire-wound square law
resistance.
'One 10,000 ohm variable wire-wound square law
3 resistance.
' One 100,000 ohm variable wire-wound squarelaw
= resistance.
] One 2:1 L.F. transformer.
= Insulated wiring.
Nuts and bolts.
= 9in. square panel. .
'Extras to use : headphones and signal generator
< {L.F. type).
ﬂCabinet if required.
= Pieces of stiff paper and celluloid.
Pointer knobs for var. resistances.
[}

-
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From the
valve index
card apply
the correet
voltages to the valve
being tested. Switch
on thesignal generator
and listen in phones. Rotate one resistance
at a time. First take V1 and rotating
slowly listen for zero signal, if not present
on whole scale, return to zero and try
V2. If still unsuccessful, return to
zero and try V3. If still no zero, then
valve must be defective. When zero
is obtained (it should be possible to get it
on one resistance only) this gives the
reading corrésponding to the mutual
conductance.

Again, as in all valve testing, tap the
valve as the test is conducted, and see if
there is any change in the sound or position
of minimum signal.

It will be found that each of the variable-
resistances will cover a certain range of
mutual conductance values, and then when
testing any valve it is only necessary to
see what the maker’s stated value of this is,
and compare it with the range covered with

The size

~

Fig, 7.—Theoretical circuit diagram for
power supply unit,

OMPONENTS REQUIRED FOR POWER
SUPPLY UNIT.

Ten plugs and sockets.

One 15-way switch or equivalent type.

Three toggle switches, single pole. b

One filament transformer, as described, and mains ‘
transformer. 4

Two 8 mfd. electrolytics, 600 W.V.D.C,

One 4 mfd. electrolytic, 600 W.V.D.C.

Two 2 mfd. electrolytics, 600 W.V.D.C.

One L.F. smoothing choke, Bulgin, L.F.21.

Two 5,000 ohm fixed resistances, Bulgin PR9.

Two 100,000 ohm var. resistances, wire wound,
4.5 watts,

z One 300,000 ohm var. resistances, wire wound,

4-5 watts,

= One 25,000 ohm var. resistances, wire wound,

‘ 5 watts.

2 One 10,000 ohm var. resistance, wire wound

(Bulgin MV14). g

= Panel, 9in. square, plywood or ebonite.
Nuts, bolts, and connecting wire.

= Mullard DW4 rectifier, and valveholder for same. 2
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A UNIVERSAL VALVE.TESTER—3,

(Continued from previous page.)

and the supply can also be used as a sub-
stitute for a set’s filament winding of the
mains transformer (where this is suspected
to be faulty). Other uses will, no doubt,
occur to the constructor. 5

The filament transformer is quite separate
from the H.T. one, and this obviates inter-
action faults between the two, and makes
for satety in use.

The H.T. section supplies three rectified
and smoothed outputs for operating the
anodes, screens, and extra screen or
oscillator anode of the valve panel elec-
trodes. This supply can also be used for
other purposes as the outputs are variable
and very well smoothed. A large range of
output voltages is possible with thé aid of
the series of resistances and volume control
resistances. Pos. 1 is the large current
output for the plates of valves or other
purposes where a large current may be
drawn. Pos. 2 is for screens, and Pos. 3
similar, and these can only supply small
currents ; it is dangerous to try and take a
large currént and damnage may result.

This supply can also be used for sub-
stituting the H.T. supply of a set where
this is suspected, and for applying a large
voltage to test condensers. j

Components and Parts

The filament transformer is specially
wound, and any good transformer winder
can make it easily. The maximum current
drawn is 2 amp. in the secondary, and the
output voltages are obtained by tapping
the winding for 2, 4, 5, 6, 6.3, 7.5, 13, 14,
20, 24, 25, 26, 30, 35 and 40 volts.

One end of the transformer is comnected
directly to a socket, and the other taps go
to a multiple-contact rotary switch with
15 contacts. In the writer’s mode! this was
one of the old rotary arms making contacts’
with studs, -each separated enough to
prevent the switch arm from being on two
studs at a time (and shorting the particular
section there). The centre arm is connected
to the other socket. .

The H.T. transformer is wound to take a
Mullard DW4 rectifier valve, i.e, filament
winding -for 4 volts, 2 amp., and H.T.
winding to deliver 400-0-400 volts, and
giving 400 volts D.C. at approx. 120 mA.

The smoothing choke is a Bulgin L.F. 21,
or any other reliable component having
15 hys. at 100 mA will suffice.

Cl and C2 are each 8 mifd. electrolytic
type, C3 and C4 are 2 mfd. each, electro-
lytic, and C5 is 4 mfd. electrolytic.

V3 is a 300,000 ohm 3 watt variable re-
sistance, V2 a 25,000 ohms 5 watt variable
resistance, and V1 a 10,000 ohm resistance ;
a Bulgin MV14is recommended. Thislastis
a power resistance, and if it is of the sliding
top bar type, then it will not be mounted
on the panel, as shown at V3, but can be
placed elsewhere or on top of the cabinet.

V4 and V5 are each 5,000 ohms, and
Bulgin PRY were used. b

Rl and R2 are each 100,000 .ohms
variable.

Construction

From the foregoing remarks &, good idea
of the circuit will have been obtained. The
panel layout is depicted in Fig. 6, and the
panel itself can be of any convenient size,
about 9in.. square is suggested, but the
constructor can suit his own requirements.

The D.C. H.T. sockets are placed on the
left for easy connection to the valve panel,
and the A.C. is on the right-hand side. The
top two sockets give the output from the
secondary of the H.T. transformer (useful
for a number of tests), and the centre two

_ PRACTICAL WIRELESS

are for the input from the mains, or these
can be dispensed with, and the mains cord
led in directly at the back of the unit,

The bottom two sockets are from the
filament transformer, and their output 1s
controlled by the filament selectorswitch Si
(Fig. 7.)

S1 and S2 are shorting switches for

- cutting out the voltage dropping resistances

V4 and V5. S3is the mains on-off switch.

A baseboard is cut to hold the two trans-
formers behind the panel, and also the
rectifier valve and large filter condensers.
There are no difficulties in the assembly, and
the usual precautions are _necessary to
space the transformers well, and also away
from the choke which is séreened and can
be earthed.

Operation with Tester

When using with the valve tester (or
otherwise) always use V1 before V2 and V3
when adjusting the voltage of the Pos. 1
output. This is to avoid overloading the
smaller wattage resistances on a heavy
drain of current.
these resistances give all' the control
required over the Pos. 1 output, but if extra
control is needed then the other two
resistances, V4 and-V5, can be brought into
circuit. The resistances are operated in the
order: V1, V2, V3, V4 and V5. This is
important, as they are then placed into
circuit according to their power-handling
capabilities, :

The connections to the valve tester are
sclf-explanatory, and need little adding to ;
the filament supply to fils. on tester,
negative to negative, and the same with
the other outputs. The valve being tested
is not inserted in its holder until the
applied voltages have been roughly ad-
justed, and then when it is in place the
voltages are accurately made.

The H.T. outputs are from practically
zero up to 400 volts at 60-80 milliamps for
power valves, etc., and smaller currents
for the screens. The output voltages and
currents will be found to satisfy the require-
ments of all modern valves. The H.T. out-
puts can be removed from the valve tester,
and with the aid of a neon lamp in series
with one of the leads we can test for short-
circuits between the various electrodes (the
filament transformer meanwhile heating
the valves). .

This finishes the complete outfit, and it
can now be seen that the three units,
although primarily made to work together
for the testing of all valves, can also be very
useful for other purposes. The cost of the
whole is not heavy, and if made in stages
will be easier, and yet will not prevent the
carrying out of very useful work with the
apparatus already assembled.
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Impressions on the Wax

A Review of the Latest Gramophone
‘Records .

Vocal Variet
HEADING a quite remarkable array
of light vocal talent, there is a new
record by none other than Sophie Tucker
this month. The coupling is a wise one—
a new tune, “The Lady is a Tramp,”
has been paired with an old Tucker favourite
—“Some of These Days —Brunswick
O 2893. Jack Doyle and Movita, who
recently made & successful broadcast, have
recorded “‘Speak to me of Love” and
“ Romance in Rio,” which comes from
Movita's film, on Decca F 7351.

Also in the Decca list there are new
records by Vera Lynn singing “I Shall
be Waiting > and “T'll Pray for you ’—
Decca F 7330 ; Adelaide Hall singing “ The
Lady is & Tramp *” and * Where or When,”
both from the film, * Babes in Arms ’—
Decca F 7345; Al and Bob Harvey with
their version of * Sing Hullabaloo Belay
and “ You Never Miss the Old Faces "—
Decca F 7353, and Ben Lyon and Bebe
Daniels—Decéa F 7349-50.

Sidney Burchall—he was the first to
record ¢ There’ll Always be an England *’—
has now recorded a ballad hit of to-morrow
in the form of ‘“ Absent Fricnds” on
Decce F 7354. He has coupled it with
“The Old Lady of Armentiéres.”

Elsie and Doris Waters bring typical
Gert and Daisy touches to * Please Leave
my Butter Alone” and * Knees Up,
Mother Brown > on Decca F 7309,

Connie Boswell fans: will be glad to hear
that this famous American singer, who has
been crippled since birth, is now able to
walk again. Connie has recorded a song
called ‘* Stra-va-na-da,” coupled with *‘ At
Least You Could say ‘ Hello,’ ”” on Brumns-
wick -0 2891, and has also made a duet
record with Bing Crosby of * Start the
Day Right * on Brunswick O 2890.

For Dancers
MBROSE and His Orchestra have
made some attractive records this
month, one of which introduces that

popular hit tune of the moment, * Scatter- .

brain.” It is coupled with “ Over the
Rainbow ” on Decca F 7348. His other
records are “ Give me my Ranch’ and
“ Bella Bambina ’—Decca F 7347, and
* Where or When ” coupled with * Are You
Havin’ any Fun ? *—Decca F 7346. Jimmy
Dorsey and His Orchestra have a really
grand tune in “Let’s Make Memories
To-night ” on Brunswick O 2895, whilst
Guy Lombardo leads his Royal Canadians
through a typical version of ** Faithful
Forever ” on Brunswick O 2897. Count
Basie and His Orchestra play “ Jive at

Five ” and * Evil Blues” on Brunswicl;

0 2894, Billy Kyle’s solo piano record of
*“ Between Sets” probably has nothing todo
with tennis, but makes delightful listening.
On the other side is an opus called ** Finish.
in’ up a Date ’—Brunswick O 2808.

Brian Lawrence and His Lansdowne
Orchestra appear in the Rex list with two

and “ Good-morning,’” both from the flm
“Babes in Arms” on Rex 9711, and
* Are You Havin’ any Fun ? ” from George
Black’s show shop, * The Little Dog
Laughed ” and * You Never Miss the Old
Faces” on Rex 9712. Horace Finch at
the Empress Ballroom plays a number of
popular tunes on the organ in * Finch
Favourites, No. 5”—Rex 9709, whilst
Billy Cotton and His Band play Red,
White and Blue ” and: “Massed Bands of
the Guards” on Rex 9699,

They are “ Where or When >

Wilhgrrhping st 1.,
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The Television Black-out

HERGE is not, as was hoped, any possi-
bility at present of a resumption
of the television service in any shape

or form. I quoted the question which
Sir Reginald Curry asked in the House of
Commons on January lst, when he asked :
 \WWhat is the present situation with regard
to television broadeasting in this and other
countries ; whether the Postmaster-General
will consider an early resumption of tele-
vision broadcasting as an encouragement

both to research work and to manufac-

turers of television sets enabling them to
establish a British product in'world mar-
kets.””, ‘Major Tryon replied that he could
hold out no hope of it$ early resunption,
and although he agreed that television
services were in operation in other countries
he did not believe that they had passed the
experimental stage. Another speaker pur-
sued the question some days later, and
received the reply that the P.M.G. could
see little prospect of the provision of a
television' servics during the war. The
Television Advisory Committee is, how-
ever, to meet representatives of the manu-
facturers to probe the question of the
development of television ‘“in the more
distant future.”

Nomenclature for Metallised Valves
THE importance of distinguishing be-

tween a valve with a clear bulb and
one with a metallised bulb is becoming
increasingly appreciated. - The General
Electric Company has, th¥refore, decided
that in —certain existing, and in all new
types of Osram valves of the metallised
type, the suffix M shall be -included in the
coding.

It is felt that this step will do much to
obviate many of the difficulties encountered
by traders in making out their orders for
cach type of valve.

Tt~is not intended that this distinctive
riomenclature shall apply to older type
valves. It will, however, provide a safe-
guard in ensuring delivery of the correct
finish of valves in the ‘case of new receivers,
where the new reference number indicating
plain or metallised type will be specified
iln' the ‘manufacturers’ instruction book-
ets. -

The types involved in this change are
DH63, K'TW61 and X63 with plain bulbs,
which -~ will be specified
KT W61M, and X63M when required with
metallised - bulbs. Types Osram X73M,
KTW73M, KTZ73M and DH73M are
available only with metallised bulbs.

Most traders will appreciate that there
is no difference in the list price between
plain and metallised valves.

¢ Newnes Short-wave Manual”

L 4

HERE has just been published from the
offices of this journal °‘Newnes
Short-wave Manual ’—a complete treatise
on the design, construction, operation, and
adjustment of short- and ultra-short-wave
receivers,’ aerials and equipment with
designs for eight short-wave receivers.

as DHG3M, -
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The chapters include : An Introduction to
the Short Waves; Operating Your First
Short-waver ; Band Spread Tuning ; Hand-
capacity Effects; Short and Ultra-short
Wavelengths ; H.F. Amplification ; Tuned
H.F. versus the Superhet; Metres, Kilo-
cycles and Megacycles; Mastering the
Morse Code; - Minimising Interference ;
Tuning Short-wave Aerials; Making a
Screened Aerial-coupler; Couplings for
Aerials; More Aerial Couplings ; Reflector
Aerials; Coil Design ;  Measw®ng Wave-
lengths or Frequencies ; Ultra-short-wave
Converters and Adapters; Finding and
Measuring Wavelengths of Five Metres and

Below; Two Simple One-valvers; Two
Simple Two-valvers; An A.C. Two-
valver; A Standard Three-valver; ‘An

A.C. Four-valver; A Nine-valve Commu-
nications Superhet. = The book contains
valuable tables, a list of world short-wave
stations, and is fully illustrated. It costs
53 or 5s. 6d. by post from The Publisher,
George Newnes, Ltd., Tower House,
Southampton Street, Strand, W.C.2.

It is attractively bound. b

By the-way, those of my readers engaged
in the engineering trades may also be
interested in our new volume ‘‘ Dictionary
of Metals and Their Alloys,” which is also
published at 5s. or#% 6d. by post.

What s a Crooner ?

OST of my readers know my attitude

to crooners, and the following is an

interesting discourse on the subject which I

came across in the Voice. I give it for your
attention.

“ Let’s have a few facts about crooning.
Even if you’re not very interested in the
subject, a lot of people are—violently for
or equally violently against. Yet I'll
guarantee not one in a thousand of them
could give you a definition of it.

“If one were to believe the stories in
the papers, crooning can be regarded as a
substitute for ipecacuanha, for, on being
asked his opinion, the Average Reader
(we are told) invariably replies : It makes
me sick.’

‘“ And such is the power of suggestion by
newspapers, music-hall comedians, weekly
‘funny’ papers and others whose self-
appointed task it is to raise a smile, that
sure- enough the average record buyer—

if asked his -opinion of crooning—will auto-
matically reply : ¢ It makes ‘me sick.’

“ If, however, the dangerous word is not
mentioned, the selfsame average customer
will listen to and enjoy many samples of
the art. Itisthe word itself which conjures
up the dislike complexes, not the actual
crooning.

“Of cowrse, therc is crooning and
crooning. Some of it is so bad that even
the strongest stomach. will turn at it.

“ But let us get qrite clear in our minds
about exactly what 4s crooning. The dic-
tionary will tell ypu that it is ‘to sing
softly, as a mother to her child’ and is
unconsciously near the modern definition,
which is ‘to sing softly for microphone
purposes.’

 Before microphones were in evervday
use, a singer had to develop lung power or
be lost at the back of the hall. Who has
not seen a fifth-rate tenor going black in
the face and with bulging veins reaching
for his top notes ? Was it pretty to see ?
Or enjoyable to hear ?

‘Tt is not fair to take the best of ‘legiti-
mate ’ singers and compare them with the
worst of ¢ crooners.”” You might just as
well base your opinion of Wagner on a
pub-door cornet player’s rendering of
€O Star of Eve.’

“ Crooning, as I have said, came into
existence with the microphone—which is,
literally, the ¢ magnifier of sound.” It was
found that a lot of people had a talent for
singing these popular ballads of the day
in ways which were amusing, entertaining.
unigue or just appropriate—but whose
voices were not strong enough for the
public platform. Who has not had a
talented friend who can entertain the
drawing-room circle for hours singing at
the piano or with a ukulele to accompany
hiniself ? Why waste such talent ? Before
the advent of the microphone such people
had to be wasted by reason of sheer lack
of carrying power.

 Following these ‘ natural * but untrained

" artists came those who grew up with

the microphone, who were borm into
the microphone age. Singers and artists
who spent their periods of study not
in learning how to reach the back of the
hall, but in learning how to master the
microphone. TFor, make no mistake, the
‘ mike ’ is a merciless critic and will magnify
the slightest weakness.

“Tt is not the crooner’s fault if the
songs he or she is paid to sing are banal
and trivial. But it ¢s his fault if his
diction is bad, his intonation faulty or his
treatment inappropriate. These are the
points on which you should judge a crooner
—not the sentimental words he sings.
And within * these limits he meets the
¢ legitimate ’ singer on equal grounds, and
,often beats him. The only points in which
he can’t compete are volume  (which
doesn’t matter for microphone smging),
tone (which is usually a natural asset with
the crooner, otherwise he seldom gets as
far as making a record) and technique in .
vocal tricks (which are not required for
the singing of * pop’ ballads).”
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the Winding

Space Required, and Voltage Regulation are Discussed in this Article

HE next consideration is what gauge
of wire can be used for the various
windings, bearing in mind such

factors as winding space available, current
flowing -and the number of turns required.
The selection of the most suitable gauge
for any given section of the transformer
often causes some little worry to the
constructor, as the items mentioned above
involve a certain amount of calculation
which, if not accurate, will upset the whole
of the constructional work andfor results
obtained. -

As the current flowing is of prime import-
ance, it is first necessary to consider the
value for each winding. These are usually
pre-determined by the output require-
ments, but in the case of the ‘primary wind.
ing this has to be determined, and this can
readily be done by the following method.
We have already calculated the wattage
of the iput or, in other words, the primary,
therefore, knowing this and that watts
are expressed as current nultiplied by
voltage, we can apply a simple twist and
express the current flowing as watts divided
by voltage, which, in the example under

consideration, becomes %0 or .168 amps.

The value for the voltage, will, of course, be
governed by the voltage of the mains supply
on which the transformer is to: be used.
Once the current value has been deter-
mined, then reference can be made to a

wire table to find out the most suitable gauge

to use.

When examining a wire table, it will be
found that one column deals with the safe
maximum current value for any particular
gauge of wire. The column is usually
headed “ Max. Current in Amps. at
1,000 A. per square inch,”’ but in some
tables, separate columns are provided for
different ratings, i.e., 1,500 A, 2,000
amps, ete. Without discussing the
actual meaning of this, it can be noted
that for most amateur transformers, the
maximum current value can be doubled
with reasonable safety. ¥or example, if
one looks up the safe maximum current
for, say, 22 s.w.g. wire, and finds that the
value is 0.6158 amps. (at 1,000 amps. per
square inch), then it would be permissible
to use that gauge to carry 1.316 amperes,
For normal transformer constructional
work it is advisable to use the 1,000 amp.
rating and apply the above method.

Once the required wire gauge has been
determined, reference must be made to the
‘column which gives the number of tums
per inch for the wire selected, not forgetting
to note the difference between the space
required for D.S.C. (double silk covered),
D.C.C. (double cotton covered) and
enamelled. If any doubt exists as to which
form' of covering or insulation should be
employed, it should be remembered that
the D.S.C. is the finest, especially where very
high voltages are concerned, although it is
the most costly and, for that reason, the
other types are more widely used, particu-
larly the enamelled wire. The latter is
quite satisfactory, providing it is of reliahle
make, that care is taken when handling
it, and reasonable insulation is used between
lavers.

If Fig. 1 is now examined, the rectangle

By L. O SPARKS

formed by a, b, ¢ and d represents what is
known as the window of the stampings,

while the shaded portion is intended to.

indicate the cross-sectional area of the
core. The length of the window space
is that indicated by “d,”’ but the actual
length_available for winding purposes will
be ““d” minus twice the thickness of the
walls of the bobbin which is going to
carry the windings. The safest way is to
take the measurement between the insides
of the walls of the bobbin, as this pre-
vents the calculations being upset by any
variation due to the making of the bobbin.

Knowing the number of turns required
for the primary, it is not now a difficult
matter to calculate the number of layers
that will be necessary to complete the
winding. If, however, the wire gauge
selected is stated to allow 30 turns per inch,
it is always advisable to allow a little
latitude for imperfections in the winding.
Once the number of layers is known, the
thickness of the winding can be deduced,
but when doing this, it must not be over-
looked that insulation, in the form of
Empire cloth or dry brown paper, between
layers will increase the caleulated thickness:;
therefore, it becomes necessary to add, say,
50 per cent.. We will assume -that the
winding under consideration will occupy
the space shown by the dotted lines in
Fig. 1.

Tor a satisfactory product, one or two
more calculations become essential. It is
advisable to determine the resistance of
the wire used for the primary and the
secondary (H.T.) windings, as these have a
direct bearing on the accuracy of the output
voltages when the pre-determined loads are
applied.

Knowing the thickness of the primary
winding, one can calculate or measure the
average length of one turn. This is shown,
in a simplé plan view of the winding, in
Fig. 2, the turn concerned being the heavy
black dotted line. :

If the length of the tum is multiplied
by the number of twns in the winding,
the total length of the wire used will be
obtained and, by further reference to the

wire table, its resistance determined. This
resistance will produce a certain voltage
drop in the effective primary voltage,
depending, of course, on the current flowing
and, as it is necessary to know how much
is dropped, the following formula is applied.
d = resistance of winding multiplied by
current flowing in primary (in amps.).
It is usual to express Vd. as a fraction of
the primary voltage. Supposing Vd came
to 20 volts and the applied mains voltage
to the primary was 200, then the fraction
would become 20/200 or, simplified, 1/10th.
The object of going to this trouble is
to correct errors which will be present, due
to losses, if the secondaries are wound
according to the rule of so many twmns-per-
volt. The cutput voltages are likely to fall
below the calculated values when loads
are applied, if some allowance is not made
for iron and copper losses, especially
in the case of the low-voltage/high-current
windings. With the latter, owing to the
heavy gauge wire usually employed, the
actual resistance of the winding will be
of a very low
order. Fig. 1.—(Left) De-
tails of the winding

\ area. Fig.2. (below)
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Assuming that we lave a fizure of
1/10 for Vd., it would mean that the
number of turns for the L.T. windings
would he increased by 1/10th of the namber
arrived at by the turns-per-volt calculation.
When considering the H.T. sccondaries,
1t is not so essential to make this correction,
owing to the difference in characteristies
between this and the L.T. w inding, but it
one is prepared to go to the slight extra
trouble and correct for losses, the output
will be in keeping with the calculated value.
In this instance, the actual resistance of
the secondary winding must be calculated
to determine its own voltage drop.

Voltage Regulation

This is another item which causes
amateurs a little uncertainty. As mentioned
above, if the design is not good, the voltage
output of a secondary winding will vary
according to the load applied or, in other

“words, the current flowing. Tt is possible

to state the variation in output voltages
secured under the two conditions as a
percentage of the calculated value. and it
is this figure which indicates the efliciency

of the transformer as regards voltage

regulation.

BTy

{  PATENTS AND TRADE MARKS.

H ny of our readers requiring information :
i and advice respecting Patents, Trade Marks or
; Designs, shauld apply to Messrs. Rayner & Co.,
¢+ Patent Agents, _of Bank hambers, 29,
t Southampton Buildings, London, W.C.2, who
? will give free advice to readers mentioning
i this paper. .
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New ExpansioN CIRcuIT

The Pros and Cons of Conirast Expansion, and
Details of a New Type of Circuit By W.J. DELANEY

WING to the restriction of broadcast-
ing there is an increasing interest in
gramophone record - reproduction,

and the great interest which has been shown
by readers in the “Ideal ” Radiogram circuit
which was recently published shows that the
contrast expansion circuit has a ,wide
appeal.. Many queries have beén asked con-
cerning the arrangement, and certain doubts
have been expressed in some guarters con-
cerning the advisability of using it. For the
benefit of those who are not familiar with
the arrangement it may be stated that it
consists of a special amplifier so designed
that loud passages, or increases in volume-on
a record, are given additional amplification,
whilst the amplification is cut down when a
quiet passage is reproduced. Inu this way the
balance. of the volume on a record is ex-
panded and a more realistic effect is
obtained. The reasons for the use of such a
cireuit are that the recording engineer has
to reduce the contrast due to the deficien-
cies of the normal recording process and the
Jimitations imposed by the record material.
Now the purist or musical critic argues that
the arrangement is worthless for several
reasons. One claim which is put forward is
that there is a form of frequency distortion
which unbalances reproduction and which
cannot be tolerated in spite of the contrast
improvement.

Tonal Balance

Another, and perhaps more important
point, is that of tonal balance. Take, for
example, a dance band which Las been
recorded. Suppose that the trumpet sud-
denly takes a solo at full volume. Owing
to the increased input to the expander
amplifier the gain will be increased and the
trumpet will sound appreciably louder.
But, at the same time, all other instru-
ments in the band will also be increased, as
the overall gain has been so modified.
Therefore, says the critic, the expander
amplifier is spoiling the balance of the
band, as all other instruments should
remain at the same level. Against this,
however, one may argue that the halance
hetween the solo mstrumentalist and other
parts of the band will not be modified, and
thus, although the whole record is increased
m volume, one still retains the perspective
of the record and does not notice the
increased output of the- rest of the band
—the soloist standing out. A great deal
thus depends upon personal taste, and some
listeners will prefer to hear the record with
expansion, despite this wrong balance due
to unequal amplification. However, this
point seems to have ‘created considerable
interest in America and a new circuit was
recently introduced in an endeavour to
overcome the * defect,”” and in view of the
wide interest in this type of circuit we give
on this page a theoretical diagram of the
expansion arrangement which has been
developed by the Radio News of America.
The theofy underlying the scheme is that a
special diseriminator circuit is provided in
the expansion chain and this ““ sorts out”’
the high and low frequencies, and each may

be boosted-or attenuated as desired. 1In
this way it is possible to pass on cettain
frequencies for normal expansion, whilst
others may be stepped up to receive
additional . amplification, or cut down so
that they are not expanded. Obviously,
such a scheme necessitates that the operator
knows the musical score of the record being
played and must operate
the controls to give the
desired effects. It is claimed
that the result is a great
improvement on the normal
expansion circuit, but
it is obvious that
the results are in
the hands of the
operator and thus

HE.

3
3
S

ﬁxPANQéR

personal  preferences 3 = 3 o
will enter into the i 2 2 L
reproduction. Many T meas 1o
will prefer the auto- (| . 7 3 I_\:— =
mfatic reproduction 7 3 2 3 “
of the fi'llisc. How- 2 Z 1 o]
ever, the arrange- . 3 e 3 Sl S T
ment utilises five _ [ o
HT.

OISCRIMINATOR

_ E}F =) Ly,

Modifications

The idea is very fascinating and to my
mind represents one of the most interesting
fields for experiment in modern radio. Too
little attention has been paid to the repro-
duction of records and there have been very
little changes compared with the vast
developments in the radio side of receivers.

3 | i ‘\guvfp(n
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valves, and we have
not yet had an oppor-
tunity ‘of trying out
the scheme in full.

%

The Circuit

The signal is fed into
the grid of the normal
expanderst ype of valve
in the usual way, and
the output of this valve
is regulated by signals
coming from the amplifier
and rectifier of the
expander circuit in the

R|

normal manner. The
fifth ~-valve of the
circuit is the input

to.the final amplifier or
output stage. The output from the ex-
pander valve is taken to the two grids of a
double-triode, and in the cathode circuits
of this double valve the special discriminator
or tone-selector circutts are arranged.
Adjustments of the ganged potentiometers
in these two cathode circuits attenuate or
boost bass or treble according to their
settings, and the output from each of these
circuits is split and taken to the grids of the
output or driver valve and also to the grids
of the expander amplifier. This is also a
double-triode valve, and the grids are fed in
push-pull, the output from the two anodes
also. being taken-in push-pull to the anodes
of a double-diode rectifier. The output
from this stage is taken from the two
cathodes (linked) round to the expander or
input valve. The output from the two
anodes of the diseriminator valve are also
taken to the driver or output valve and thus
there is a double mixing in this stage. Tt
will be seen from the explanation and the
diagram that the idea is to select any
desired balance of high and low frequencies
in the detector stage for subsequent rectifi-
cation and this is fed back as control
voltage on the expander.
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Theoretical circuit “of the new expansion arrangement.
seen that the signal passes from the expander stage and thence io the
discriminator stage.
valve and to the expander amplifier.
up here, passed to the rectifier and. the resultant rectified D.C. is applied
to the expander as control bias.
from the cathode circuits of the discriminator stage and through tone-
control arrangements is also fed to the amplifier and driver.

A

APLIFIER

It will be

From here it is taken both to the driver or output
The A.F. currents are stepped

At the same time the signal is taken

The L.F. amplifier has remained unchanged
since ~the earliest days, and with the
improvements in records due to electrical
recording it is desirable to take steps to
improve the amplifier as the pick-up is
beyond the hands of the ordinary listener
from a development point of view. The
ideal arrangement would, of course, be an
automatic discriminator which would not
operate beyvond certain levels so that in a
case such as that mentioned earlier, where a
soloist takes a lcad at increased volume,
that insttument would receive additional
boost, but all others which were below a
given level would remain unchanged. But
whatever form of circuit is adopted one of
the most difficult things to ecliminate is
frequency distortion or effects due to the
time lag of various condensers and similar
components connected in the circuit.

TELEVISION AND
SHORT - WAVE HANDBOOK

5/- or 5/6 by post irom

GEORGE NEWNES, Ltd. (Book Dept.), Tower
House, Southampton St., Strand, London, W.C.2
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Listening to Music

Ways and Means of Gaining Pleasure and Instruction from

Music is Discussed by Our Music Critic,

O a person of average intelligence, of
good hearing and perhaps possess-
ing an executive ability at some

instrument, it may seem redundant, or even
inpertinent, to suggest that they may know
little or nothing of the real meaning and
content of the music to which they are
listening. Many people listen to lots of good

music and sometimes play it quite well..

They usually get good fun and intellectual
recreation from it—or else, of course, they
would naturally spend their time doing
something else—and yet they 'may not
‘“ hear ”’ more than a fraction of what they
are listening to, in the same way that they do
whilst reading literature. . It is therefore
hoped that this and the following articles
will be of help and interest to those who,
whilst spending much time and gaining
great pleasure from musie, feel that there is
still something in the music which has
not yct reached them, and which, if it were
brought nearer to them, would greatly
enlarge the scope of their horizon and add
to their pleasure and instruction.

The first thing we must bear in mind is
that music is a language which all but a
very few of us do not commence learning
until we are many years older than we are
when we begin our study of English,
and that when we do *‘ take it up,” we only
do so for about an hour a day, not giving
it a thought during the other twenty-three.
The result is obvious. While the constant
use of words, from the very dawn of our
consciousness and all day and every day,
implants in our minds an acquaintance
with them which is intimate enough to
enable us to read them in silence without
our losing one atom of their meaning (all
of us hear the words in our minds as we read
the paper every morning at breakfast, or
goiug to our work in the train), few have
the ability similarly to hear the sounds of
notes or combinations of notes from the
mere sight of them, or the music or the key-
board. We have to strike them first.
Consequently, when reading we gain the
full import of the text without having to
mouth each word, and we can also antici-
pate the probable course the words we are
reading are liable to take. We are so
familiar with all this that our minds also
have the ability of almost instantaneously
adapting and adjusting themselves to the
matter in hand, whilst they can also
maintain the closest contact with what
has gone before—our familiarity with the
medium being such that retention is
equally facile.

Reading Notes

With music, however, all is different.
Although recorded in a similar way to
other languages through the medium of an
¢ alphabet,” plus many cabalistic signs and
orders, it cannot be spoken except through
the interposition of a third party—an
instrument. And here I may add that,
though the voice is the only medinum with
which we can actually read notes off a
piece of music comparable to the way
we,.read words, the parallel ends there,

because the voice’s inability to make
harmony, together with its limited range,
renders it almost, if not entirely, disfran-
chised as a means for reading music.

This is fundamental. Unless we can
develop the ability to hear all the notes in
our minds, just as we do the words on a
page of English, we must bring in our
instrument on which to produce their
sound. And that instrument will of
necessity be the piano or the organ, as
they are the only ones capable of repro-
ducing harmony.

Consequently we have the following
situation, at any rate, where the subject
has no power to either read musical sounds
or retain them in his memory. The instant
he passes on to one note from the previous
one, that previous one passes completely
from his recollection. Coupled with the fact
that he cannot anticipate what is coming,
he is, as a reader of music, constantly
perched on one note, completely isolated
and divorced from the content of the music.

- Musically he is in a perpetual black-out.

A similar effect in reading the newspaper
would be something like this : THE | FINNS |
ARE | CONTINUING | THEIR | GALLANT | RE-
SISTANCE | TO | THE | RUSSIAN | HORDES—

‘with each word on a separate and plain

piece of paper. Connected thought would
be impossible ; by the time we reached the
word *‘ hordes ”” we should have forgotten
whether we were reading about Finns or
Poles fighting Russians or Germans, and
whether their resistance had been gallant
or cowardly.

Sound in Relation to Key

Therefore, the very first thing to do is to
gain a knowledge of sound in relation to
key. " It is very easily done. Commencing
with some practice of singing single notes,
and checking up each one on a piano,
we pass via careful scale practice on to
simply constructed pieces built on a tonic
basis, with one or perhaps two of the sim-
plest modulations. It is most important to
learn how a scale is made, as only by this
means can we learn to separate each key
from another and make of it an independent,
vital thing to us, hs are colours. Everything
springs from these major and minor keys as
founded in the scale and arpeggios. They
should be practised until assimilated to
such a degree that the titles *“ E Major”
or “D Minor”’ strike up their ** colour
(tone colour) in our minds as do the words
“red” or “ blue.”” Also their relationships
and aflinities, although this will very often

PRACTICAL MECHANICS
HANDBOOK

By F. J. CAMM

6/= or 6/6 by post from George Newnes, Ltd.,
Tower House, Soulhamp;on Street, W.C.2.

MAURICE REEVE

follow on as a natural sequence once the
former problem has been mastered. Our
ability to anticipate what is coming will
largely depend on the facility we acquire
in mentally judging which keys blend, or
match up, and which don’t.

Get lold of this thoroughly, and the rest,
I am sure, will prove a much easier nut to
crack. Naturally no piece of music would
be possible if wholly maintained in its
original key ; at least its monotony would
cry out for vengeance. It is, of course,
largely the simple and ‘‘ unsophisticated
character of their modulations that causes
the dissatisfaction with ‘ old’ music
that is too prevalent amongst some of
the ‘“bright young things’ ~of to-day.
“It lacks ‘pep,’ ‘it’ or ‘oomph,”” they
will say. Well, everything comes bit
by bit, and great cdifices are only reared
brick by brick. And the way that the master
musicians have built up their art forms no
exception. Kven such-things as dominant
and diminished sevenths, or chromatic or
tonal sequences, were only introduced
after much experimenting and careful
thought. To-day, they too are deemed old
fashioned and commonplace by some who
possess more wit than learning.

Musical Composition

But all these things are only ingredients,
and though key in some modern composi-
tions islittle more than a name, and is diffi-
cult to follow by any but the most enthu-
giastic listener (Shakespeare’s ‘‘ What’s
inaname ? Arose by any other name'would
smell as sweet,”” may form a text for some
modern writers), it is, nevertheless, still
there. .Just as the meat or the fish in cer-
tain dishes may be so garnished or dressed
as to be almost unrecognisable from the
mere nawmings on the menu, such as
‘“ poularde duchesse,”” or ‘‘supreme de
bonne nuit,” the poularde is there, never-
theless, just as the C Major or the B Minor
are in two pieces of music. They are the
roots or jumping-off grounds and must be
properly understood for a full appreciation
of a musical composition.

They, however, form only half of a work
of mmusic; perhaps less. Next week I will
inquire into some other points which must
be grasped with equal firmness if a com-
position is to be appreciated and under-
stood to any extent. Sound (harmony and
melody) is so obviously the first thing we
clutch when we dip our hand into the musical
bran pie, that we are apt not so much to
give it undue importance but to relegate
the other essentials too far to the back-
ground. “Sound” and ¢ Music” would
seem to be synonymous terms; so they
are, in some ways. But we are not dealing
with them here, but with musical composi-
tion.

Just as sound, or a sequence of sounds,
must have rhythm to give it life, so must a
composition be written to a plan or, as it is
known in musie, a form, if it is to have
a corporal existence. It is this side of the
question that I will discuss next week.
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A Colour-code Calculator

A VERY handy device that ecan be
quickly and easily made is illustrated
herewith. It is drawn to scale and can
be made any size to suit requirements.
It consists of a base (either plywood or
card) on which are fixed spacers A BC D.
The pieces marked X are made to slide
between these spacers, and can, with
advantage, be slightly thinner for easy
running.

These slides are marked as shown, and
it is important that they are of equal

width. The top part can be painted with
Black

Brown

Red A simple
“Orange colour - code
Yellow indicator.
Grezn

Blue

Violet

Grey . B
White o,

the actual colours (this has proved best)
or the colour merely written in. In the
specimen I have, the measurements used
were 4in. for the fixed rails, §in. for two
sliders, and lin. for the last one, the dis-
tance between horizontal lines being }in.,
the whole board thus measuring 5}in. by
23in.

‘Over the whole a piece of card or ply-
wood is placed, fixed to the fixed rails,
with two windows cut in it, one across the
brown colour line and the other across
the No. 1 lines. The slides will then,
when moved up and down to show
particular colours, give the reading for
that particular combination in the
lower window.—I. Hastings (Icken-
ham).

A Receiver Time-piece Winder

and Setter
Il\' improving the appearance of the
front panel of my short-wave réceiver
by adding a time-piece in the form of a
small chromium clock, a neat method of
winding and setting the hands had to be
provided, so I made up the simple extension
fitment illustrated.

For the winder, I used a standard Eddy-
stone extension control outfit, slotting
both brass rods or shafts to take the two
strip fitménts depicted, one serving as
the manual winder, and the other as the
attachment to the clock winder.

, .\,\

BACK OF RECEIVER

Mactical Hints

THAT DODGE OF YOURS!

Bvery Reader of “ PRACTICAL WIRE.-
LESS’’ must have originated somelittle dodge
which would interest other readers. Why
not pass it on to us ? We pay £1-10-0 for the
best hint submitted, and for every other item
pu!)hshed on this page we will pay half-a-
-~ guinea. Turn thatidea of yours to account by
sending it in to us addressed to the Editor,
“PRACTICALWIRELESS,’” George Newnes,
Ltd., Tower House, Southampton Street,
Strand, W.C.2. Put your name and address
on every item. Please note that every notion
sent in must be original. - Mark envelopes
“ Practical Hints.” O NOT enclose
Queries with your hints,
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SPECIAL NOTICE

All hints must be accompanied by the !
coupon cut from page 532. 1
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Standard }in. bore brass bushes are
used for both extensions protruding through
the back of the receiver, and it will he seen
that whereas in the case of
the winder, the bakelite ex-
tension sleeve retains the
correct distance between the
clock and the back of the
set to keep the winder
cleat in engagement, the
hand-setting extension rod
is permanently fitted to the
adjusting knob on the clock
by solder. The inset dia-
grams show the formation
and details of the brass
engaging strips.—A. G. STORE
(Slenfield).

Y/
Z:
\ A Dual-purpose Neon

¥ Adapter
WISHING to remove the limiting

resistance in a neon lamp for the
I realised that

k!

purpose of various tests,
unless some means
for re-introducing
the resistance
were devised
with a suitable

FILED

Extension controls for a time-piece fitted to a
radio sel.

holder to protect the naked bulb, the pro-

ject would more than likely result in the

lamp being damaged or rendered useless.
Through my practice of not discarding

EBONITE

SOLDERED

anything which may prove of some use in
the future, I found a bakelite former, an
old valve base, some sorbo and another
former of ebonite, and with these I arrived
at a suitable scheme, As is shown by the
accompanying illustrations, the body of
the adapter comprises the bakelite former
B, the valve base being fitted into one
end and secured by means of a short
length P cut from the ebonite former,
6BA screws S holding this assembly
securely by tapped holes made in the valve
base. I

To the valve base is fitted a length of
ebonite rod internally E, this rod being
filed slightly to take the resistance .tube,
whilst a little glue keeps this resistance
firmly in position. At the other end of the

bakelite former, and a short way down,.

a wooden backihg ring is fitted by small
countersunk wood screws as is clearly
depicted. :

O—
LIMITING

4 RESISTANCE

A dual-purpose neon adapter.

To preserve the bulb against excessive
vibration, a sorbo pad is glued to the
inside of the former, so that when the tin
lid is finally fitted, the bulb is retained in a
semi-floating position, not being
pressed against the wooden back
dise. A hole was cut in the tin lid
with a diameter less than the
limits of the bulb, whilst as a
further means of protection, a
felt ring, glued to the inside of
I" the lid, keeps the bulb in a state

of resilience. This tin lid is fitted to

the former by means of four small

wood screws equidistantly located.
i From the inset circuit, it will be seen
. that when a test is being made in which
the limiting resistance is required, the
corresponding valveholder sockets are
used, G, F, whilst for direct use of the
lamp without the resistance, the two
filament sockets are connected up.—
T. A. StEAR (Sudbury).

WORKSHOP CALCULATIONS,

TABLES AND FORMULA
By F. J. CAMM

3/6, by post 3/10, from George Newnes, Ltd,,
« Tower House, Southampton St., London, W.C.2.
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LTHOUGH we have published several
constructional designs in the past for
various types of amplifier they are,

like all published designs, incapable of satis-
fying every particular reader, and so we
give in this issue a further type of amplifier
which covers some of the points which have
previocusly not been incorporated in a single
design. Economy has been one of the main
Lkevnotes in view of the present general
conditions, and at the same time a reason-

.ably high output has been aimed at. The

amplifier was, in fact, designed primarily
for home-recording purposes, and many

| — -
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EXPERIMENTAL &6-WATT A

Constructional Details of a Self-contained A.C. Mains
Unit for Microphone or Pick-up Work

General Features

This transformer is parallel-fed, and to
avoid all forms of instability in the out-
put stage, which in the original model
would have rendered it useless for recording
purposes, oscillation stoppers have been
included in the grid and anode circuits of

H.T. On/OF)

SWITC 160 Q1
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25 Meq MAINS
VOLUME CONTROL SWITCH
~25,000 £1
700
P
\ p \ -
-\ 50,0000
-25 Mid
2 lio000n
(=)
-4??‘ A\ g\ )
4 M
+-
847d
amfd,
&
MRt e
( Wi
2000 o

Fig. \.—Wiring diagram of underside of chassis.

existing components were incorporated.
The amplifier is not critical in its design,
and any suitable parts which you have on
hand may be substituted for those which
we used, provided the main essentials are

the two push-pull valves. The first stage is
adequately decoupled—the parallel-fed
transformer also assisting in this direction.
The valves in the amplifier are of the
indirectly-heated type, but the rectifier

next be drilled to accommodate the three
items which are mounted on it. There
are only the three components on the upper
surface, and thus to simplify assembly and
wiring it is desirable to leave these three
items until last, when the chassis may be
placed upon the bench in an inverted
position and all parts mounted and wiring
carried out so that the unit is practically

connection has not been shown on the
chassis, it is usually necessary to provide
an earth to the metal work to obtain the
most efficient screening and to reduce back-
ground noises.

The input terminals on the original
model were mounted on a small strip of
insulating material, which was finally
bolted to the-chassis, after the rectangular

Y WaTT
2 10,000 {1 = .
b3 e
50,0000 3
b:
$ il 1000
:: V& warT
I 26 Mfd
25,0000 ]
, A '8
= < A
2
(3
i 25,0000
1 "
o—r_ E 3
s50Mfd
il 54 >
pLd
160N ——
Fah o ] 1owaTT
H e
H —_—
‘_;_, 1000 "2 wATT
L

Fig. 3.—Theoretical circuit of the amplifier.

completed before the main three items
are mounted. Note that a small clip will
have to be made to hold the electrolytics in

opening shown in the drawings had been
made. Insulating bushes can, of course,
be used in place of the strip. A further

bornein mind. The circuit which wasadopted | which was on hand was of the directly- 5 T
included a single input stage fecding two heated type, and, therefore, it was necessary ‘ Lk e i
high-power triodes in push-pull in the out- to take steps to avoid damage to condensers 3 =7 Vs
put stage, and a valve rectifier was incor- and other components due to voltage L ! R }
porated on the mains side. The input is, ‘surge when the amplifier is switched on. é l B —._\‘4}_ 1.
as already mentioned, designed for a For this purpose an on/off switch has o | AL v .
microphone or similar input for recording. been included in the H.T. negative lead, e 1 _ 5 L -l J— 3% —
purposes, but there is no reason why this and this is not operated until the valves e o8¢ + r L% 6% — r
should not be modified for normal micro- have been switched on for some minutes. |
:  phone and pick-up work, or for connection If, however, an indirectly-heated rectifier is Fi Hine detail -
| 1o a radio unit for normal broadcast recep- available this switch coulld be e]i;gi;:{ated, ig. 4.—Drilling details of the front chassis runner.
and the H.T. negative line joined direct e s ostiTat ot
to the chassis. The latter is of the all. D& I ’
metal type and carries on the front runner ﬁ'?soglt;:)e ;\grr}e’siilx;sg:;rgeg o ,L
the H.T. switch just mentioned, the input o0 (o0 0r 7 cdo) case of Fsd | i 1 - o i
terminals and the input volume control. The 0" Jume control must also ’@J_ 4 row— . §-—»"——‘ i
output leads are taken direct from the out- 1o earthed. as it was found LR S !3 _ f —
put transformer. On the mains input side that™hum ’was expacient i k. 1
the transformer which was used had plug-in : . DETIeI 2 3 3 3% : 25—
l until this had been carried 1 i
sockets and tvhle mam(si lead was'tﬁltfed out. The resistors, with the
bt n witchin i - ; :
::‘latsh :ilil'olaz%g}ie Ey g:h: corlr?l?ilnn:ds volume% exception of the large wire- O 0 0o ! 4 i
: wound resistors, are sus- e ey F———
i control switch. peqdedl itr:a dtbe 1v;vir‘ing, a.n(: T jt a i i
. ] . . an insulated anchoring poin . & |l =l o
= = - ¢ 8 %1 2 8 ’?.— -
| Fig. 2.—Top of chassis showing position of main Constructlo.nal Details Hed i 13 .p.rov1ded fo:' the gl:r 5% _ J w4 _"G*e’ ©
3 components and holes. The chassu's must_ first be drille in-  positive connection. 18 ; A, 1 o :
accordance with the detailed drawing, Fig. could be dispensed with but ! 4% 1 I 3% 4
tion. One of the main difficulties of using 5, and although standard dimensions are there ig always a risk that a & &% P l 3% 3
only two stages is that of lack of ampli- given for the valveholders, the remaining short-circuit might develop ..ol 4 ?' ]
fication, so that the output stage is not fully holes may be modified according to the due fo _the metal chassis [l AN 1 Ll |, =G e O
loaded, and in this design we have en- components which are employed. The choke being “live "’ and accordingly | ﬁ\[’ e S 2z 4 i |% | i
deavoured to overcome this drawback by should, however, be of the type specified, the insulated anchoring point § 2 et W i'g*?'—\'*:*?*-—k | ) }
¥ using a high step-up transformer—actually - and the output transformer should also is a worth-while refine- 2 "
{ a QP.P. component. identical. The front runner strip should ment. Although an earth Fig, 5.—Dirilling details for the chassis.
.‘ D ¢ - - 1-— - r—r —
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point concerns the 4 mfd. fixed condenser
which, in the original model, was one of the
paper type which was available. These are
rather expensive and if condensers are
being purchased for the amplifier it would
be preferable to obtain a multi-block
clectrolytic condenser in which this also

was included. Thus, instead of obtaining
the type 0288 condenser, consisting of two
8 mfd. and one 4 mfd. you should obtain
the type 317 which contains two 4 mifd.
units in addition to the two 8 mfd. sections.

The output transformer should be selected
according to the type of speaker which is
going to be used, and this will govern- the
question of the ratio of the transformer.
It is possible to obtain them with a high
ratio or low.

Input Arrangements

A particularly important point to be
noted in connection with an amplifier of
this type, or any equipment used for micro-
phone work, is that voltage fed to the
output stage is dependent upon the type
of microphone which is employed. As
already mentioned, the gain from the
single valve through the high step-up
transformer is sufficient under norma
conditions to load the output stage. and
for this purpose we assume an efficient
microphone of the transverse-current type
matched to the input circuit by means of a
suitable microphone transformer. If other
types of microphone are employed it will
be necessary to add a further stage of
amplification, and this may be built as a
separate self-contained unit or included
on the same chassis. - Many operators of,
amplifying equipment prefer a separate
amplifier built into the base of the micro-
phone and the necessary mixing or volume
controls are mounted on this. By doing
this it is possible to have ready at hand
means of controlling the output of the
amplifier, which may then be placed in a

Fig. 6.—Compare this illustration with the diagram in Fig. |.

{1 G| ) 4|} D |} W (e {) S AR | -

suitable out-of-the-way position in the hall
or other place, and the user of the micro-
phone may actually operate the amplifier
at the same time.

If the amplifier is to be used in con-
junction with a radio receiver, then no
additional amplification should be necessary
and the input circuit may be taken direct
from a detector stage where resistance-
capacity amplification may be included,
or, if a unit is being specially built, it would
be possible to use a choke-capacity filter.
If headphones or speaker are at present

*joined in the anade circuit of a radio unit,

and this is to be used with the amplifier,
the two phone terminals should be bridged
by a good L.F. choke, and a 2 or 4 mfd.
fixed condenser joined to the anode terminal
and this may then be joined to the grid end
of the input volume control.

LIST OF COMPONENTS

One mains transformer—350-0-350 at 120 mA ;
4 volts at 3 amps; 4 volts at 2 amps.

One smoothing choke (Partridge).

One push-pull output transformer (sec text)
(Ferranti).

Three 5-pin valveholders, chassis type (Clix).

One 4-pin ditto (Clix).

One .25 megohm volume control with switch
(Dubilier).

One Rotary onfoff switch, type S.91 (Bulgin).

Two large insulated terminals.

One 2,000-ohm, 20-watt resistance,. type PR.7'
(Bulgin). H

One 200-ohm ditto, type PR.24 (Bulgin).

One Q.P.P. input transformer (any make).

Seven fixed tesistors :
Two 100 ohm.
Two 25,000 ohm. | Half watt type (Dubilier)
One 50,000 ohm. !
One 700 ohm.
One 10,000 ohm, one watt type.

One .25 mid. fixed condenser type 4608/S
(Dubilier).

One 50 mid. electrolytic condenser, type 3,004
{Dubilier).

One 25 mfd. electrolytic, type 401 (Dubilier).

One block electrolytic, 8-8-4 mid., type 0288
{Dubilier).

One 4 mfd. fixed condenser (see text) (Dubilier).

One 442 BU. valve

One 41 MH. valve (Cossor).

Two 41.MXP valve
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Renewed Activity
HERE is every sign of renewed activity
in the television front line, in spite
of the Postmaster-Genceral’s recent state-
ment in Parliament that he could hold out
no hope of an early resumption of the
television service. Although nothing is
heard of their activities or deliberations
in committee meetings, there is still in
existence the Television Advisory Com-
mittee, and it is known that a meeting was
held bv them a few days ago. Following past
practice, however, there is little hope of
any statement being issued by them, but
many conjectures are being made as to
the possible renewal of some f01m of
television service, in spite of war’s activi-
ties. Even ifitis accepted that the radiation
of signals into the ether is impossible for
a variety of reasons, the fact that vision
apd sound can be sent. over cable keeps
cropping up as an alternatiwe. It cannot
be dismissed solely on the score of expense,
{or there are many far-seeing people
associated with the television industry, in
one form or another, who have pinned
their faith in a rediffusion of television
signals through the medium of a wire
connection. Originally, it was proposed
to have a sexies. of main receiving centres
from which the radio signals would be
redistributed by means of cable links to
houses willing to pay rental fees, the idea
being -an elabmatlon of present dm\ sound
rediffusion practice which is so popular
in many districts, Since these centres
cannot now obtain their signal as an
incoming radio link, the suggestion has,
been pu% forward that these centres could
be connected to the main television station
by coaxial cable, and then rediffused by
means of less expensive cable over rela-
tively small areas.

Big-screen Possibilities
T is known that "television signals, with
their very high frequency characteristic,
have been relayed jointly by the Post
Office and the B.B.C. over nornal telephone
cable circuits, and the hope has been
expressed that carefully directed research
would enable this scheme to be developed
for home consumption. No question of
providing an ideal direction finding station
for enemy aircraft would then arise, and
the rebirth of a badly hit industry would
be ensured. Quite apart from the home
entertainment ' angle, however, there is
always -that important.question of big-
screen working which must not be forgotten.
Certain of the large London cinenas were
installed with up-to-date big-screen receivers
before the outbreak of war, and first-class
vatiety programmes could be rediffused
to these and other entertainment centres
from a central studio, and thus add
materially to box office receipts which have
been so seriously affected since hostilities
started. By accommodating the artists
in one spot, and allowing their acts to be
seen’'in a number of theatres and cinemas,
the costs involved weuld be shared on an

equitable basis. Not only the large halls
and theatres need be involved, but the
smaller ones as well, for compact inter-
mediate-sized television receivers could
be developed for this purpose. As an
example of what could be expected in the
way of equipment capable of giving a good
television picture up to, say, 8 or 10ft.,
reference can be made to the accompanying
illustration. It shows one of the earlier
model receivers employing a projection
type cathode-ray tube. The fluorescent
screen can be of the direct

frequency involved, deviations from the
frequency of operation cannot be tolerated
if a satisfactory service is to be provided,’
and that is why crystal controlled trans-
niitters are employed having a performance
factor better than 0.01 per cent. in carrier
stability. Other problems alladed te in
this same review made reference to the
commercial application of scientific dis-
coveries, and In the examples furnished
they all had a direct bearing on television
and its associated ramifications. They were
visual direction finding, penetration of fog
by the reflection of electric magnetic rays,
remote frequency control, applications ot
television and variable frequency modula-
tion. It was said that the field of research
in chis subject was wider to-day than ever
before, not only because of the youth of
the subject, but also because every day a
new tool or instrument is being forged for
commercial use. How invaluable it would
have been to British ships working in fog,
mist and darkness if apparatus had been
developed to a commercial stage whereby
the captain on his bridge would have
been able to ““see’” his way by some form
of noctovisor? There is no doubt at all

type, in which the built-
up picture is projected
right through the screen
on to a remote screen, or
use could be made of the
later types, in which the
picture was projected
directly from ~the front
face of the fluorescent
screen set at an angle to
the scanning beam of elec-
trons. Suitable for front
theatre projection with the
receiving set, = time-base
generator, scanning equip-
ment, cathode-ray tube
and lens’ complete, the
unit can be built up in a
compact form and provide
a satisfactory service for
relatively small halls unable
to meet the expense in-
curred by the larger screen
prototypes. In" any case,
it will be interesting to
watch the developments of
the present-day television |
agitation and to hope that
a satisfactory solution will
be found that in no way
interferes with vital defence
services which are essential
at this stage of the war:

A Progress Review ]
N a recently published
review of progress by
the Institution of Elec-
trical Engineers, in so far
as it applied to the trends
associated with the use of
electricity in ships, some
very interesting comments
were made in relation to the
research problems which are now being in-
vestigated. It was pointed out that these

-

were largely concerned with.the minute -

investigations of innumerable problems,
which although in themselves could not be
classed as those of major order, were capable
of ultimately producing a matter of first-class
importance. As examples of this, mention
was made of the question of stabilised
frequency control for radio communication
purposes so that the. most minute and
accurate adjustments -could - be .made.
This same problem has a high degree of
importance in the radiation-of television
signals, for with the very high carrier

s
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S
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A good example of a compact bzg-screen televzsm w/uch is suil-
able for small halls for signal rediffusion. ”

that this is one of the most urgent needs of a
maritinie nation, such as Great Britain,and
in many quarters the hope has been ex-
pressed that inventors will exercise their
ingenuity in this direction, and so remove
one of the terrors of those who go down to
the sea in ships.

A New Book

NEWNES SHORT-WAVE MANUAL

A Complete Treatise gn the Design, Construc-
tion and Operation of all Short-wave Equipment.
Price 5/- or 5/6 by post

from_ George Newnes, Ltd., Tower Fouse,
Southampton Street, Strand, W.C.2.
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No. 19 No. 21 ,
oty METRIC CONVERSION FACTORS
List of Prefixes To convert—
mega means a million times: ;[q‘é‘%ﬁ kllg;nitcrr‘;sstoacres X ;447_-1
kilo means a thousand times. SOLAIES, e
0 Cubiccentimetresto cubic
hecto means a hundred times. inches % .06 or'+ 16.333
deca, means ten times. Cubic metresto enhicfeet X 35.315
‘deci means a tenth part of. C“b'fm;g:“es CORCILIC « 1.308
centi means a hundredth part of, Cubic metres to gallons
milli means a thousandth part of. o (231 cubic .mc%‘l%l X "64.::.’
micro means a millionth part of. Litras tt‘z)c}}l}’l'lg::" e A S
Litres to cubic feet + 28.316
Square Measure %eczolln?es u: culgc xleclt x 3.531
= ectolitres to  bushels
igOOOS(‘)l' metres % ﬁre' (2,150.42 cubic inches) X 2.84
> sq. metres =1 hectare. gecéo}itércsto cuhif yvards x .131
ectolitres to gallons . —+ 20642
Weraht Grammes to  ounces
10 qrammes __‘_/1 decaoramme o (a\'oirdlépoés)l._ . X .035 or - 28.35
= ¥ Lramunies per cubic cm.
10 decagrammes =1 hectogramme. to 1. per cubic inclh  + 27.7
10 hectogrammes =1 kilogramme. f;"ﬁ‘&giﬁ‘.’. rf:::-tlé’-o 3 . >>: 3‘;3]} 3
c i, i S b 35.:
1,000 kilogrammes ==1 tonnc. Kilogrammes to Ib. . X 2.2040
) 3 Kilogrammes to tons % .001
: Capaczty . . | Kilogramnies per sq. cn.
1 litre =1 cubic decimetre. | to Ib. per sq. inch . x 14223
10 litres —1 decalitre K]lo;ra:’uﬁle - metres to Cohe
g e %" oot-1h X 7.2:
10 decalitres =1 h(?cto'lltre. Kilogramme pér metre z
10 hectolitres =1 kilolitre. _ tolb.perfoot. . X .672
Kilogranume per cubic
metre to 1b. per cubic
-~ Length \ foot LX 062
10 millimetres =1 c¢entimetre. K!lo%mlrlnme per cheval- BETON
i = i ] )pPI’lp T, e 23D
ptte - Sldein L
= . atts to h.p. .+ 740
10 metres =] decametre Watts t(:i foot-1b. per vaes
= ’econ o . X (37
10 decametres =1 h.eCtom‘?tre‘ Cheval-vapeur to h. P. . X .9863
10 hectometres =1 kilometre. Gallons of water to 1b. . % 10
10 kilometres =1 myriametre. Atniospheres to Ih. per
sq. inch . a . X LLT
0 No. 20 No. 22
METRIC CONVERSION FACTORS R ANSEONMER SOATA
To convert— - DETAILS OF BTaLLoY CQRE STAMPINGS.
Millimetres to inches S RO FoA LA
Centimetres to.inches X s Dimensions. ST ST 42
Metres to inches X ~ 2 £2 e §§ s
Metres to feet X Sl EE N &S £ BE<
Metres to yards X % Alisg e | Es E& NS
Metres per second to fcet |
per minute X 197 F z = |
Kilometres to miles X .6214 or -+ 1.6003 in. | in: y in. | doz. | 8q. in
Kilometres to feet . X 3.280.8693 brs
Square millimetres to 4 (15/1625/16] % 6 50 8 1k
square inches . X .0015% or = 645.1 5 £ 1% S 6 30 12 3
Square centimetres to 28 (11| 3 1} 6 250 6 3
square inches. . X .155 or = 6.451 29 |2 | 4% 113 6 300 4 5%
Square metres .to square ¢ 30 1516/ 1} | % 6 15 8 | %
feet X 10.764 31 1 3 1 (] 100 8 23
Square metres to cqunrc 32 1 2 1 6 | 75 8 12
vards . £ 2k ;g H g %i g ])(2)(5) g gi
Linear Measure E’quivalents This table covers most -of the comni = sizes of st i

1 inch =2.54 centimetres, or
: 25.4 millimetres.
1 foot =30.4799 centimetres,
304799 milli-
metres, or- .3047
metre.
1 yard =.914399 metre.
1 mile- =1.6093 kilometres=
/ 5,280 feet.
1 millimetre =.03937 inch.
1 centimetre =.3937 inch.
1 decimetre =3.937 inches.
1 metre =39.370113 inches.
3.28084 feet.
1.093614 yards.
'] kilometre =.62137 mile.

1 decametre

(10 metres) =10.936 yards.

but some makers give differcnt numbers to stampings of

similar size.
Correr WiRE DaTa

VDouble Colton- i

BMax. Ernamelled 7
Stan- Work- —_— Coterel,
dard ing Wind- Wind-
Wire Current ing tng
Gauge | (anips.) Turnz Fardx Turuz Yards
per 3q. T per b, per 3¢, per b,
in. in.
16 6.5 226 26.3 173 255
18 3.6 392 16.9 297 45.5
20 2.0 685 83.3 472 79.4
22 1.25 1,110 137 592 129
24 0.76 1,770 221 977 203
26 0.51 2,560 330 1,280 294
28 0.35 3,760 488 1,630 422
30 0.256 | 5,370 694 1,990 587
32 | 018 6,890 915 2,550 755
34 0.13 | 9,610 | 1,202 | 3,020 ; 1,024
36 0.10 | 13,500 | 1,840 +.100 | 1,477
38 | 006 | 20,400 | 25810 | 5,100 | 2287

" 1In the above table the "lhn_\'.iWorkmg Current ™' (in

aniperes) is based on a figure of 2,000 amperes per sijuare fnch,
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DI‘( MIPANTA VEST POCKET

ESTER.—A wonderfully -versatile
moving-iron multi-range meter for
service on A.C. or D.C. jobs. No pro-
Jecting terminals. THREE ranges
of volts : 0-7.5, 0-150, 0-300. Used for
MILLIAMPS, reads: 12§ m.a, and 75
m.a. In black bakelite case. Measures
only 2{in by 2tin. with palr of test
leads and plugs. Leaflet “ N ' gives
full 1nrormac10n 19/6.

3/0 MILLIAMMETERS.—New. Where
the job calls for something simple with-
out calibration for tuning or galvo for
testing. Back of panel type, as illus.,
8 m.a., full scale. Plain scale and 1in.
needlé with mica panel, back lamp
and bracket, Neat and compact. Can
be used as voltmetex with extra resist-
anc t bargain at 3/9 post free.
0 15- l) \\' Tl\ll‘ SW¥TCHES. Venner
1amp., 5 amps.,50 amps., 100 amps., 200 amps., cheap, 20/-,

MOTORS FOR A.C. MAINS. Repulsion, self- Stnrtlng
/60H P. with pulley, Type 50, 1,500 revs., 18/6.

Type 36. 1/25 H.P. G.E. 3500 revs., 27/6. L‘nr‘lo
Induction 1/10 H.P. Motors 2,500 revs., 35/-. Self-starting.
¢+ H.P., 1,425 revs., 55/-, etc.. etc.

D.C. \l AINS MOTORS. 1/40 H.P. 110 or 220—v serles
Type K.B., 1,750 revs., 16/-. Ditto, G.E.C., . 2,000
revs., %g;- Cloydon 1/12 H.P., 110 and 320-v. sh\mt 1,700
revs., 30/-.

A.R.P. PETROL ELECTRIC GENERAT-
ING SETS _for Lighting and Charging.
d Half h.p. DIRECT COUPLED.
150 wetts D.C. 1,300 r.p.m.,
) 2- stroke water-cooled 1-cyl. En-

D gi magneto ignition. On

b bedplate with 30 volts 5 amps.
Dynamo, £12. 80 Larger size
i+ kW. Petrol Electric Sets.
500 watts. 2-stroke water-cooled
1 h.p.. 1-cyl. engine on bed plate direct-coupled to 50/70
volts 10 amps. D.C. Dynamo, magneto ignition, fuel
and oil tank, £16.

250 NEON YLAMDPS. Standard size letter neon bulb
with holder, 220/240 v., 2'6.

DIAL-TUNING. 10-point Finger Switch
@9, Dials, as illus., used on G.P.O. Auto-
(4 matic Telephones, These have sprin
Lifdrive, governor, clutch and contacts

inside. Price 2/8.

WIRE. Special Clearance Bargain
45 gauge Eureka 10 m.a., enamelled,
108 ohms per yd. 3/- per ilb. 36 gauge Eureka 100 m.a.,
1/- per {lb. 33 gauge Eureka 250 m.a. 1/- per {lb. 29
gauge Eureka 1/- per {lb. 27 gauge Eureka 500 m
10d. per }1b.

Morse Sets, Keys, Buzzers, etc.

LEARNERS' MORSE PRACTICE SET.
No. 3A Duplex with Key and Buzzer and Lamp for sound
and visual, line plug is on base, 7/-.

BUZZERS. small tvpe, with cover, 1/6. Power Buzzers,
with screw contact and adjustable spring armature, 2/6.
Ileavy Buzzers In Bakelite case, 3/6. Siemens Moise
Transmitters, with key and brass-cased Power Bugzer.
17/6. Magneto Exploders. 25/-. Field Telegraph Sets
with Sounder Relay and Galvo, etc.

KEYS. Morse Signal Keys. Dummy
Practice XKeys, 3/-. 1. T.X. Practice
Key on black moulded base, a good
small key, 3/6. 1a, Long Bar vpe
Practice Key. T.X.2, with cranked
bar, 5/6. 2, Superior model B.2.
with back contact. a well finished
key on polished wood base, 7/8. 3. Operators’ P.F. Plated
pivot bar and terminals, mahogany base, 9/6. 4, Typ!
I.V. Superior ditto, nickel-plated plvot bar and ﬁtungs
on polished base, 10/8.

MORSE INKER. Tape Strip Recorders ; portable or
table. Cheap. Wheatstone Strip Hand Perforators,
15/-. Paper Tape for Morse and Wheatstones, green or
white, 6d. reel. Brass Tape Reels in mahogany case. 2'6,

HIGH RESISTANCE AND RADIO PHONES. The
finest always is the adjustable Blowns A Reced Phone,
aluminium swivel headband, 4.000 ohms, 35/6. 1,500
ohms, 21/8. 120 ohms, 17/6. Cords. 1,9.

Varfous Makes. Second-hand Head-

phones, in good order, 2,000 ohms and

4,000 ohms, 5/-, 8/6 and 768, with cords. =
Western Electric. 2,000 ohms, 4/6.
FIELD PHONES & LEXCHANGES.
Leather-cased or wood.

CORDS. Makers new price up to 2/- for head cords, but
we have in stock tough ex W.D. headphone cords that.
will wear better at 1/68. Service 2-pin plugs, 8d. 2-hole
sockets, mounted, 8d. Supplied with phones.

G.P.0. TYPE B.TELEGRAPH RELAYS, with plati-
num points, Silvertown Horizontal Galvos, two jewels,
6/-, post 6d. Vertical needle G.P.O. teleg. Galvos, 4 6.
Weston 2in. dial centre-zero ammeters, read 1 amp. to
15 amps., 5/-.
SPECIAL LIGHT S.P. Rl LAYS for model control.
No. 3 type D 41 one blade '* on-off ’! 10,000 chms, 20 volts,
20 m.a., 12/6. No. 4 2,000 ohms. 10 volts, 5 m.a., 10/-.
No. 4n, 5 ohms 2 volts, tamp., 7/8. 1leavier Cmmnt
Relays for Transmitters. etc. Sounder type 5 amps.,
15/-. American Ham Rela s, 7/8. Ship Magnetic Key
Relay, 15/-. Creed high- class polarised 2-way Relays, 25/-
SUPERSENSITIVE MOVING COlL RELAYS.—
These work on really tiny currents from photo-cells, etc.,
and a small rectifier can be used for A.C. For panel usse,
the small 2in. flush Lesdix meter type W1 works on 50
micro amps., will handle 150 mills. on main contact, 55/-.
5/= BARGAIN PARCEL of 7lb. of
components : resistances, tubulars,
micas, variables, wire, sleeving, vol, @
[

controls, colls, magnets, chokes, switches,
’xlnlxgulgllngs. terminals, etc., post free ;

Send for the 1940 BARGAIN LIST.

ELECTRADIX RADIOS

218 Upper Thames 8treet, London, E.C.4
Telephone: Central 4011
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LATEST PATENT NEWS

Gronp Abridgments can ‘be obtained from the. Patent Office,

25, Southampton Buildings, Londoen,

W.C.2, cither sheet by sheet as issued on payment of a subscription of 53. per Group Volume or in
ound volumes price 2s. each.

Abstracts Published.

DIRECTIVE WIRELESS SIGNALLING.—

Lorenz Akt.-Ges., C. No. 499708.

Relates to a radio-goniometer of the kind
described in Specification 477963 in which
an auxiliary coil
11 (Fig. 1) is
mounted at
right - angles to
the search coil
6 and is sub-
stituted for it,

= in order to give
! &‘<> the “sense” of
La t the bearing.
F f According tothe

9 ¢ invention, the

Fig. 1. switches 9 and
15 which control
the setting of

. the ‘“sense”
514 coil and insert

_CE it, first in phase
and then in phase-opposition, are mounted
on the hand wheel of the direction-finder,
and may take the form of a push-button
or press-ring.

WIRELESS  RECEIVING-APPARATUS.—
Pye, Ltd., Butler, C. E. M., and Root,
E. V. No. 500873.

The waverange switch of a wireless
receiving-set is operated by rotating the
tuning knob after the tuning condensers
have been moved to a limit of movement.

NEW PATENTS

These particulars of New Patents of interest
to readers have been selected from the Official
Journal; of Patents and are published by
permiss{on of the Controller of H.M. Sta-
tionery * Office. The Official Journal of
Patents can be obtained from the Patent
Dffice, 25, Southampton Buildings, London,
W.C.2, price 1s. weekly (annual subscription
: 10s.).
Latest Patent Applications.
2116.—British Artid Plastics, Ltd.,
and Bamberger, M. O.—Indicator
dials. February 2nd.
2376.—Dalgleish, J. W., Durrant,
H. C., and Pye, Ltd.—Device for
attaching fabric screens, ete., to
cases, etc. February Tth.
2359.—Symonds, F. C.—Timing ap-
paratus for use on wireless re-
ceiving-sets. February 7th.

Specifications Published.
517514.—Baird Television, Ltd., and
Chapter, C. F.—Electron-discharge

devices.
H.— Radio~

517420.—Cooper, A.
receivers.

517427.—Baird Television, Ltd., Deni-
soff, A. K., and Spiers, J. M. S.—
Luminescent screens in cathode-
ray and like electron-discharge
tubes.

517428.—Baird Television, Ltd., and
Bentley, L. C.—Television or like
receivers.

517482.—Baird Television, Ltd., and
Jones, V. A.—Electron-discharge
devices for television and like
systems. ;

517483.—Baird Television, Ltd., and
Jones, V. A—Television and like
receivers.

1} R - ) | ) G| | - ) RS- } D () A () G (1A ) G || I ) S ) - ) G- ) G A } - )-l
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When the spindle 10 (Fig. 2)is rotated balls
14 rotate and transmit movement of the
spindle to sleeve 20 to which the arm 26
controlling condenser shaft 27 is fixed. The
movement of the shaft 27 is slow at first, but
afterrotation through a predetermined angle

pin 46 on shaft 10 engages a cam surface
45 and the shaft moves axially against
spring 16, to replace the drive through
balls 14 by a direet drive through sleeve
15 so that the condenser shaft 27 can be
rotated quickly. When the condenser
reaches its limit of movement, rotation of
sleeve 20 is prevented and further rotation
of the spindle 10 is transmitted through
sleeve 15 and balls 21 to disc 32. The
disc carries the waverange scales and
contacts such as 33 (Fig. 3) which co-
operate with stationary contacts such as
34 and these may alter the waverange of

1) 0 ) () ) - ) D) SR ) D) S} S} ) S| D} ) () () G ) D | G D G ) S () ) 4 ) - -

517578.—Marconi’s  Wireless Tele-
graph Co., Ltd., and Brett, G. F.
—Thermionic valves.

517579.—Marconi’s Wireless Tele-
graph Co., Ltd., Brett, G. T,
Herriott, E. G., and Gratze, H. J.
S.—Cathode-ray tubes.

517555.—Harman, W. E.— Electric
sound-reproducing appliances for
deaf-aid or for small portable
wireless receiving-sets.

517627 —Standard Telephones and
Cables, Ltd., and Newton, G.—
Bearings, particalarly for the
tuning mechanism for radio-
receivers or the like.

517636.—Marconi’s  Wireless = Tele-
graph Co., Ltd. — Automatic
tuning systems = for radio-
receivers.

517597.—Baird Television, Ltd., and
Tingley, G. R.—Deflecting means
for use with cathode-ray tubes.
(Cognate Application, 27367/38.)

517602 —General Electric Co., Ltd.
and Espley, D. C.—Nipkow discs
for use in television.

517605.—Ceneral Klectrie Co., Ltd.,
Jesty, L. C., and Sharpe, J.—
Screens of material adapted to be
excited to Juminescence by the
incidence of charged particles.

517607 .—Associated Press.— Scan-
ning devices.

|G-} S { ) - ) QU () S | ( ()
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Printed copies of the full Published
Specifications may be obtained from the
Patent Office, 25, Southampton Buildings,
London, 17".0.2, at the uniform price of
Ls. each.
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the receiver, the disc being centred in the
various positions by roller 37 on arm 38
which engages detents such as 41.° An ex-
tension 42 of arm 38 may operate muting

O,

9 Fig. 3.
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contacts 43 when the waverange is heing
altered. The device is said to be particularly
suitable for mechanical remote control by
means of a flexible shaft.

TELEVISION. — Radioakt, - Ges. D. 8.

Loewe. No. 501608.

The Specification as open to inspection
under Sect. 91 comprises the following
subject-matter. A scanning disc with spiral
scanming holes and synchronising slots is
lighted by a lamp to form a ray of less
width than the slots. A photo-cellis coupled
to an amplifier with oscillatory circuits
tuned to the frame frequency and provided
with screening grid tubes. Tle frequency
reducer comprises a pentode to the outer
grid of which the ampliied filtered slot
frequency is conducted. The anode circnit
is adjusted to one quarter of the slot
frequency. The impulses are led to a circuit
tuned to the reduced frequency. This
subject-matter does mot appear in the
Specification as accepted,

ASTRONOMICAL TELEVISION

HE application of television to astron-
omi}&l studies has been advanced as
a serious’ possibility in many quarters, and
varying degrees of success have attended
the efforts of inventors who have built
apparatus to assist in the study of the
heavenly bodies. One of the higgest difti-
culties seems to he associated with the
emplovment of the correct types of lens
to allow the objects to be focused on to
electron camera photo-electric surfaces
for synthesising purposes. In spite of this,
however, it was stated recently that in
America television apparatus has been
built for the specific purpose of providing
aid to the study of the behaviour of the
sun. Except on those rather rare occasions
when a partial or complete eclipse is visible
in some part of the earth, the brilliance of
the sun’s face prevents astronomers from
maling an exact study of the corona of
flaming gas which surrounds the periphery.
In this new television equipment, therefore,
the sun’s face complete with corona is
projected on to scanning equipment of a
mechanical type. The circular image
corresponding to the sun’s surface is then
masked off, and the remaining Haming
corona ring is scanned and reproduced as a
television picture on the face of a cathode-
ray tube receiver to which the transmitter
is directly coupled. An uninterrupted
study can then be undertaken, and the
higher the degree of picture definition used
for dissecting the picture the more accurate
becomes the resultant picture. When such
a course is found necessary it is possible to
make a film of the television picture or
alternatively statie photographs
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'OF ‘WIRELESS

APPARATUS IN THE RAF. -

LTHOUGH -communication in the
R.A.F. is largely by landline and
teleprinter, there is still much

wireless signalling between ground and
aircraft, as well as from aireraft to aircraft.
The maintenance work is carried out by
the wireless and electrical mechanic. The
wireless operator uses the set, the wireless
and electrical mechanic, commonly called
the WEM, maintains it.

In a transmitting station we may find a
number of transmitters working quietly by
themselves without any apparent cause.
The transmissions are made by a cable
laid from a distant receiving station, this
method being termed °‘remote control.”
These transmitters, being of low power,
seldom require maintenance ; but when

. they do, the replacing of a component is
a fairly simple matter. A bank of con-
densers may be giving trouble: fitting
one or more new ones takes but a short
time. The adjustment of a relay, cleaning
of a contact, checking up insulation, or
correct tuning adjustments indicated by
readings in the indicating voltmeter,
ammeter, or milliammeter on-the front of
the transmitter can easily be carried out.
A red light shows that the current is on.
If access 1s required to the interior of the
set, the opening of a door or panel
automatically cuts off the power. A
knowledge of relays is an advantage In
this respect, and is quickly gained in
practice. Remote control lines have to
be tested for insulation and continuity
«periodically.

The Superhet

The type of receiver almost generally

in use is the superheterodyne, and the |

many adjustments required to obtain
maximum efficiency from this type of
receiver are carried out by referving to a
chart of readings for each frequency.
Lift the lid of this receiver and one finds
that screening is most efficient. To remove
a valve is quite simple, testing of the
various valves is carried out by simply
plugging a milliammeter into the various
stages, a more thorough method of testing
the various circuits is carried out with .an
Avometer.

With wireless. sets installed in aircraft,
the problem of maintenance is more
difficult and of the utmost importance.
Aircraft installation has to put up with
hard knocks and atmospherical changes.
for aircraft are sometimes left in the open
for days on end. Vibration is absorbed
by ‘slinging’’ the radio set on shock-
absorbers in a cradle, that may be bodily
removed from the aircraft to facilitate
repairs. Aerial and earth systems have to
be checked for efficiency of insulation.
This is one of the chief problems of aircraft
wireless and electrical gear, as insulation

must be maintained up to certain standards.

Radio Workshop

Every hangar has its wireless work
bench, and in warmth and comfort the
WEM can carry out the overhaul and
testing of his sets and components. The
Avometer and Megger, most useful detectives
of circuit faults, mysteries in themselves to
the wuntrained amateur, become the
mechanic’s most useful guides. Inside the
set. compactness and accessibility have

been remembered, aund the designer has
taken care that the soldering iron can
reach most places.

Nowadays a great deal of work is done
on high frequencies, and the problems that
arise from the use of these frequencies
tequire a good knowledge of the principles
involved. Not only is morse code used
for communication of the air, but also
radio telephony. The latter is also used
for inter-communication between members
of the crew in large aircraft. The marvel
of being able to speak or -hear someone
who is & mile or two overhead and perhaps
travelling at something like 300 m.p.h.,

‘has now become commonplace, but the

man who has to look after the wireless sets
knows that upon his' care of, the sets
depends the results with the R/T. TFaults
are soon brought to light, when there is
background noise, gruffness of speech, or
merely a noise, and here the aeroplane
itself can often solve the riddle.

Every aeroplane used for radio has to
be carefully bonded. By that is meant
the. joining-up of all metal parts of the
aeroplane by small.pieces of copper wire,
so that there is continuity,and bad electrical
joints between members are short-circuited
by the bonding wire. | This is also a safety
measure, to ensure that all metal members
of the airframe are maintained at the same
potential, so preventing a discharge due
to a ‘““static charge.”” .This would often
occur when flying through clouds or storms.
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Interference

The engines of an aircraft generate a
mass of high - frequency eurrents, from
magnetos,- leads, and sparking-plugs; all
these have -to be completely screened.
Here the aero-motor engincer has to
co-operate with the radio engineer to
ensure clear speech.

The power for operating the aireraft
transmitter is obtained from a  generator
driven by the engine. Generators do
overtime work ; they have the stresses
of sudden acceleration and deceleration,
and the moisture and oil which inevitably
seem to get into generators. They are
really fine precision instruments, and when
on the workshop test bench and-dismantled,
require careful handling and inspection.

Between the men on the ground and the
men in the air there exists a close liaison.
Inevitably special wireless jargon has crept
into use. We all know what an amp or
an ohm is, and that a *“ dis >’ or a ‘* short’’
can causc a great deal of worrying, but
other words have their/‘meaning, too, such
as ‘“juice,”” ‘“‘revs,”’ I‘‘using his foot’’
(used to describe a bad morse sénder), and
80 On. 4

There is ample opportunity for the keen
wireless and electrically-minded man in
the R.A.F., and a practical one at that.
He will undoubtedly learn s lot that will be
useful to him on his return to civil life.

EVERYMAN'S WIRELESS
BOOK
By F. J. CAMM
NEW EDITION.

5/- or 5/6 by post from . Geo. Newnes, Ltd.
(Book Dept.), Tower House, Southampton Street,
Strand, London, W.C.2.

LISTENERS

EVERYWHERE ! |

Why miss the very items you particularly
wanted to hear ? With Extension Speakers
installed in all the main rooms. of your house
you can hear the best of the programmes
Critical enthusiasts are
buying STENTORIANS because they
appreciate how well economy of price has
been combined with quality of reproduction.
Your Dealer will be glad to demonstrate.

wherever you are.

The perfect extra speaker for any set.
WHITELEY ELECTRICAL RADIO COMPANY LTD.. MANSFIELD,

Stentorian Baby Cabinet £1 {2 6

Chassis Models

Senior £2 6 3
Junior .. £1 15 9
Baby .. £ 6 0
Midget .. 19 3
Cabinet Models

Senior £3 9 3
Junior £2 14 6
Pendant £2 14 6
Cadet £2 3 6
Handy £l- 1 6

NOTTS
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correspondents.

Exchanging QSL Cards: Is it
Desirable ?

IR,—1I was very pleased to read the
remarks of Mr. Cooper and
““ Thermion >’ on the QSL exchange racket.
I have been fed up with this situation
for some time and I heartily agree with
them,
I would like you to impress upon your
readers, many of whom are very hazy on
amateur procedure, the idea of the QSL,
+ and its'value to the serious S\WL and Ham,
that a QSL is not a gaudy card which saves
the listener from buying wallpaper for his
- “shack,” but a card, sometimes very plain
. indeed, which reflects his skill at the controls
of his receiver, and is always well earned,

but never exchanged through the post

without radio contact taking place first,

Also, for the above reason the exchanged
card cannot be called a QSL since it verifies
nothing, -and has little to do with radio at
all. It could be called an SWL card or
some other name to distinguish it from
the genuine article. I am not suggesting
that the serious SWL should not refer to
his cards.as QSLs. I class him along with
the Ham operator. It is the card exchange
fiend who. should be separated from the
rest. No Ham would be found guilty of
such an-action, and most requests for a
card on the exchange basis, would, I
think, go into the waste-paper basket,
and quite rightly so.

Having got that off my chest, I would
like to say that I am-a fairly new reader
of P.W. and I like it very much, although
I would like to see more mains circuits
given, for ‘the advanced constructor as
well as the beginner, and the short wave
section could be enlarged to -include a
station. list, a review of conditions, new
stations, and photos of QSLs from real
DX stations.

I find the Club Neiws and Open to Dis-
cussion: columns. very interesting, also
the Radio Engineer’s Pocket Boolk series.

At present I am using a Pilot 10-valve
commercial receiver on short waves, but
I have almost finished a communications
receiver using English: valves and having
1 RF . stage, mixer, separate oscillator,
1 stage IF and 2 stages LF, and BFO,
using nine valves in all. Tp improve this
on the higher frequencies*I am completing
a two-stage pre-selector similar to the one
recently described in P.W. and using two
6K7G Octal valves.

My TX was 6F6 tritet, or CO. and
6L6 PA. with a speech amplifier—modu-
lator of 6C5, 6A6, 6L6, line-up, but of
course this is now laid up with all the rest
of such gear.

I will be pleased to hear from any reader
of P.W. and to exchange views.—N. HoR-
rocks (2CUZ), 32, Sandhrook Road, Ains-
dale, Southport, Lancs.

Manila and Lourenco Marques

SIR,—In the issue of PRACTICAL WIRELESS

dated 10th February,.I note a letter
from -a Mr. R. T. G. Davis regarding ‘the

O/ze/z to Discussion

The' Bditor does not recessarily agree with the opinions expressed by his
All letters must be accompanied by the name and address

of the sender (not mecessarily for publication).

reception of Manila. and Lourenco
Marques. = As these stations have already
been logged by me, I feel sure Mr. Davis
and possibly other readers would be
interested in the following information.
Manila : This station is KZRH and not
KZRA, operating on 9,640 ke/s. It was
logged on the 3ist January from 15.10~
16.00 G.M.T. and the call is ** KZRH-—The
voice of the Philippines on a frequency of
9,640 ke/s.”” At 16.00 G.M.T. the station
closed till “6 a.m. Manila time ** (22.00
G.ALT.). Incidentally it can be easily
identified by the ** wisceracking *’ announ-
cer employed in the afternoon session.
Lourenco Marques was logged on the
9th February, from 20.30-21.00 G.ML.T.
at Q5 R5/6 The call is CR7BE and
operate on 9.64 me/s or 31.10 m. from
19.00-21.00 GALT. Full details are:
**The Radio Club of Mozamhique—CR7BE
—on a frequency of 9.64 me/s or 31.10
m., at Lourenco Marques, Mozambique,
Portuguese East Africa,” preceded by four
chimes.  Address reports to P.0. 594,
Lourenco Marques, Mozambique, Portu-
guese East Africa. Reports are wanted.
In conclusion, I would like to say that
since taking P.W. I have gained many
friends throngh the medium of “ Open
to Discussion,”’ a column which I should
like to see extended. Furthermore, 1
think that ‘ Leaves from a Short-wave
Log '’ ought to be reinstated as I, like many
other readers, miss it very much.
Thanking you for a splendid magazine.—
Rost. Wi, IBALL, Worksop, Notts.

Correspondents Wanted

IR,—As a reader of your excellent

wireless paper, I should like to gét

in touch with any other reader who, like

myself, is actively interested in home

recording.—P. LANDAUER, Burchetts Farm,
Ockley, Surrey.

IR,—I have been a reader of your fine
paper for over nine months, during
which time I have been interested in
short-wave reception. I have been logging
my stations on a 4-valve all-wave receiver,
and here are some of my best catches :

The Ideal Radiogram

ERTAIN queries have been raised
regarding the prices of the com-
ponents needed for the Ideal Radio-

gram, which was recently described in these
pages. Prices were quoted in the published
lists of components, but in our issue dated
February 10th we stated that these were
subject to modification due to war con-
ditions. It should therefore be noted that
there are increases in the prices of certain
parts supplied by the Premiér Radio Com-
pany, and . the- following are the .com-
ponents and the current prices :

Mains Transformer; type 8.P.352A;15s 6d.

Smoothing Choke, type C 150/185,

13s. 6d.
8 Triad Octal Valves at 6s. 6d. each, 52s.

The Premier Radio Company can supply

a complete kit for this receiver and a quota-
tion will be supplied upon request.

TGIRJ, K4SKC, W3IXIT, SM5VW,,
W2TAV, W1C00, LX1BO, OM4, VEIIX,
ZBIL, OH20I and PY2S. I operate on
the 20m. and 40m. bands, and would be
¢glad to exchange SWL cards. I would
also like to get in touch with anyone
interested in short-wave amateur reception
who resides in my locality. —R. PIKE,
Burlington, Albert Road, Parkstone, Dorset.

Freak Reception: DX Catches

IR,—I started taking vour excellent
paper about twelve months ago, and
all my knowledge of radio has been gained
from it. I very much miss the ** Leaves
from a Short-wave Log,”” and am one of
the many listeners who wish for its return.
Referring to Mr. R. Robertson’s letter,
I have picked the following out of my lists,
the stations around 1,070 ke/s.: Charlotte
(N.C.) 1,080 kefs, WBT : Chicago (Ill.)
1,080 kefs, WMBI:; Cleveland (Ohio)
1,070 ke/s WTAM. I think WTAM would
be the station heard.

I would like to correspond with any
S.W. fan living“in the U.S.A., who is also
interested in stamp collecting. My best
DX catches. are Manila, KZRM (31.35m.),
Georgetown, B. Guiana (48.92m.), Halifax.
N.S. (48.9). RX is a commercial 4-valve
superhet, antenna 75ft. long and running
N.W. to S.E—D. WirLETT, Main Street,
Bagworth, Leicester.

IR,—F read with interest recent letters
in Pracrticar WIRELESS concerning
DX/ on the medium waves. Here is my
experience. On the morning of February
24th, between 6.30 and 7.0 a.m. I heard a
weak transmission at the bottom of the
medium waveband giving the call W2JY.
According to the dial the wavelength wa
204-metres. The receiver was an old A.C.
4-valve superhet using an outdoor aerial.—-
S. Jorxwsox (Matlock).

o Lobloms

PROBLEM No. 390.
RADLEY had a four-valve battery set
whiclr had been in use for some time and
which was highly satisfactory. = He decided
to apply some economy schemes to the
receiver .and accordingly purchased a smaller
H.T. This worked quite all right, except
that it necded more frequent replacement.
He next counsidered the accuinulator and tried
to think of a way to avoid frequent recharging.
To this end, as he -did not wish to cut out
any vegves, he thought he would reduce the
total filament current drain and to do so lie
connected the filaments in scries instead of
in-parallel. When he tried the set with this
modification, however, he could only obtain
the faintest of signals. Why was this?
Three Dooks will be sawarded for the first
three correct solutions opened. lintries
should De addressed to The Editor, PRACTICAL
WIRELESS, George Newnes, Ltd., Tower House,
Southumpton -Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.
i Envelopes should be marked Problem No. 390
: in the top left-haud corner and must le
¢ posted to reach this otfice not later than the i
first post on Monday, March 11th, 1940.

Solution .to Problem No. 389.

‘Tie method of connection which Greenaway adopted
resulted in the valve in question heing partially short-
cireuited by the dial lights and accordingly the valve
worked very inefficiently and resulted in the poor
performance.. He shounld have connected the dial
lights in scries in the heater circuit.

The | following three readers successfully  solved
Problenv No.' 388, and books have accordingly been
forwarded to them : N. Shirley. c¢/o Soldiers” Home
(Annexe), Whittington Heath, Nr. Lichtield, Stafis;
D. Byford, 134, Mile End Road. Colchester, Essex ;
N. R. Broadbear,
Teignmouth.

oBraO5, a0 OO0
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“ Kolonga.” Pennyacre Road.
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VALVES

S mentioned some time ago, it is now
necessary to obtain a special licence

for the purchase of certain types of

valve. Under the Order issued under the
Defence Regulations, 1939, it is stated
that *“ No person shall, except under the
authority of a permit granted by the
Postmaster - General for the purpose, sell,
purchase, let, hire, supply, dispose of,

PRACTICAL WIRELESS

s TS

ICH REQUIRE A LICENCE|

receiver it is first necessary to obtain the
appropriate permit. This is quite a simple
procedure, and the form is obtainable from |
any local Head Post Office. The form is
known as T99G, and is in three sections.

On each of these the name of the proposéd |

supplier must be filled in, together with the
other appropriate details, and it is then
folded and is self-addressed to the Postal

’ Valves over 10 W anode x
Mﬁﬁf;e’ dissipation, and up to and Vafi ove‘riijfp a%"anode Gas-filled Valves Rectifiers
including 25 W
Brimar | 7C5 — 4039A —_ -
Cossor | 2XP, 4XP, 42SPT, PT41B | 420XP, 440XP GDT4B, GDT4| 405BU, 225DU
Dario . TL54, TD24, TF104, TE364 — = pe) -
Ekco or41 = — . -
Ediswan | MR75 ES60, [ES75, ES75H, -
ES75X, ES100, ES250M, = ! =
f MR300 5 P i
Ever Ready! S30C, S30D, A70E — — —
Macconi | KT33, KT33C, KT44, | DA30, DA41, DA60, | GT1, GTIA, GUl, GU5, GU2,
KTé66, PT16, PT25, | DA100, DA250, DEM2, | -GTIB, GT1C,| GU20, GU2i, |
| PT25H, PX4, PX25,| DEM3 - GTSE,GT25E | GUS, GU9, U6,
{  PX25A, LS5A, LSS5B, Ul4, U1, U17,
1 B63 MR}, MR2, MR4,
| MR6,MR7A,MR9
il MR10, CAR2,
iy { CAR4, CAR6
Mazda | PA20, PP3/250, PP5/400, | PA40 |
e | AC4/Pen, AC6/Pen; i = —
Pen 44, Pen 46, PP3521,
ACP4 ]
Mullard | ACO42, ACO44, DO20, ‘ DO30, MZOS5-20,
DO24, DO25, DO26, MZ05-60, MZ1-70, i
PM24B, PM24C,| MZi-75, MZI-100, X o
PM24D, PM24E,| MZ2200, MZ2-250,
; Pen B4, Pen 428,| RGS5-1500, RG5-6000,
Pen 650, EL6, EL50 RG10-1500 :
Ostam KT33, KT33C, KT44, | DA30, DA41, DA60 | GT1, . GTIA, | GUl, GUs5, GU2,
KT66, PTI16, PT25, l - DAI00, DA250, DEM2, | GTIB, GTIE, | GU20, GU21, |
PT25H, PX4, PX25,| DEMS3 GT5E,GT25E | GUS, GU9, US,
|  PX25A, LS5A. LSS5B, U15, Ul7, MRI,
| Be63 MR2, MR4, MR,
| MR7A, MR9,
MR10, CAR2,
CAR4, CAR6
Triotron | P469, K480, K433/10, 3
" 2A3,6A6,6L6G; 6V6G, = — =
6N7G, 50, 53, 79 "
Tungsram | P12/250, P15/250,| P30/500, OP37/600, V21/7000, PV75/
P15/250S, EL5, EL6,| OP38/600, P60/500} 1000,  PV100/
|  ©-15/400° 0S.18/600, | OP70/1000, 075/1000, 2000, RG250/100,
i P25/450, P25/500, P100/1250, OQQ150/ RG250/3000,
i P26/500, P27/500, | 3000, O-240/2000, RG1000/3000
‘ P28/500, ©OSI2/500, | ©-250/2000, OQQI15/
0812/501, OQ15/600, | 800, 0OS40/1250,
| APP4E 0QQ55/1500, 0Q71/
! 1000, P101/1000,
{ | 0300/3000, O1500]
I | 5000
American | 2A3, 2A5, 6A3, G6ASG, | 845, 842, 841, 807, 35T,
Types 6A6, 6B4G, 6B5, 6L6, | 825, 300A, RK31, 756,
6L6G, 6N6G, 6N7, | RK20, RK46, 203B,
6N7G, 6V6, 6V6G, | 830B, 203Z, ZBI20,
7CS, 46, 50, 53, 59, 79, | WE242A,  WE284D, s o
250, 2151 203A, 838, 845, 852,
RK38, 211, _ 805, 3 g
HD203A,150T, HK354,
i 822, 250TH, WE2I2E,
| 300T, 849, 500T i

acquire or distribute any of the under-
mentioned arvticles.”” These include trans-
mitters, spark coils, crystals and many
other items and ‘* Eleckronic valves capable
of an anode dissipation exceeding 10 watts.’’-
In this latter category come many output
valves, as well as mains rectifiers, and
therefore when replacing such valves in a
receiver, or when -using them in a new

Authorities. ~ One section is returned to
you and another to the supplier, and you
can then collect the valve without difficulty.
For the benefit of those who are uncertain
regarding the valves which need this permit,
the accompanying list gives the majority
of the valves which are included and which
are in more or less general use in commercial
receivers or by the home-constructor.

| George Newnes, Ltd.
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PRACTICAL WIRELESS SERVICE MANUAL
By F. J. CAMM -
From all Booksellers 6/- net, or by post 6/6 direct from the Publishers,

(Book Dept.), Tower House, Southampton Street,‘i
- Strand, London, W.C.2. :
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PROMPT DELIVERY.

g 45,_ with

order

PASSED A.1. BY EXPERTS!
oo, o o ARMSTRON G

STRAIGHT ” 19 - valve
High Fidelity Radiozram | QUALITY CHASSIS
Advanced design includes many

chassis. All-wave, incor-
refinements usually found oniy
in mpst expeneive sets.

porating 2 independent
circuits,- Superheterodyne
and Straight, baving R.F.
pre-amplitier, R.O. coupled
push-pull Triode output
capable of handling 8 watts.
CASH PRICE £13.4.0 or

'H ORDER
a5

\ | 'WRITE FOR Full Specifi-
catiops, Price Lists and Most
Favourable Terms for full 1940
Armitrong Range.

SUNBEAM Electric
SHAVEMASTER

with the new ‘ 475 > Head
gives a perfect shave.
100-250 V., A.0. or D.C.,
84/- post free, or 10/-
down and 8 wmonthly
payments of 10/-.

Y WE SUPPLY

on most favourable terms

= 80d 10 monthly
payments of 23/-.

all well-known Sels,
Speakers, Valves, etc.,
domestic Electrle Equip-

= ment. Cash or C.0.D.
Late of 11,0at Lane, London, E.C.2. orders sent by return.

_ Al communications to evacuation address—
“ WINDEN,” ARDINGLY RD., BALCOMBE, 5USSEX.

Get back that PUNCH
in your Set! with the D.C.

Regd. Tracle Mark
ELECTRICAL MEASURING INSTRUMENT

This precision-built moving-coil D.C.
instrument, with 13 ranges covering
0-120 m/A, 0-600 volts, and 0-3
megohms, provides adequate testing
facilities for checking valve perform-
ance, batteries and power units, etc.
1t reduces trouble-tracking to its
simplest terms. In case with instruc-
tion booklet, leads,
interchangeable
testing prods and
crocodile clips.

Voltage Current
- G v 8240 v, - 6 mfamps.
S 0- 12 v, 0-300 v. 0- 30 m/amps,
1120 v. 0-600 v.  0-120 mfamps.

Resistanco
0-10,000 ohmsy.
0-60,000 ohma.
0-1,200,000 ohms.
0-3 megohims.

1

Write for fully

BRITINI descriptive leaflet.

MADE

Sole Proprictors & -Manufacturers :—

Automatic Coil Winder & Electrical Equipment Go., Ltd.,

{

Winder House, Donglas 8t., London,§.W.1. *Pkone : Victoria 3404(7
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BLUEPRINT SERVICE

PRACTICAL WIRELESS

No. of

Date gf Issue. Blueprint.

"CRYSTAL SETS.
Blueprints, 6d. each.
1937 Crystal Receiver 33
The * Junior * Crystal Set 1

STRAIGHT SETS.
One-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
All-Wave Unipen (Pentode)
Beginners’ One-valver .. 14
The ** Pyramid ”’ One-valver (HF

Pen) B o8 50

27.8.38

19.2.33
27.5.38

Two-valve : Blueprint, 1s.
The Signet Two (D & LF) 24.9.38
Three-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Selectone Battery Three (D, 2 LY
(Trans)) .. o 2 X
Sixty Shilling Three (D, 2 LI
(RC & Trans)) .. o oo
Leader Three (SG, D, Pow) e
Sunimit Three (HF Pen, D, Pen)
All Pentode Three (HF Pen; D,
(Pen), Pen) ol B 0o
Hall-Mark Three (SG, D, Pow) ..
Hall-Mark Cadet(D, LF, Pen (RC))
F. J. Camm’s Silver Souvenir (HF
Pen, D (Pen), Pen) (All-Wave
Three) .. & oo o
Cameo Midget Three (D, 2 LF
(Trans)) .. e 49 9o
1936 Scnotone Three-Four (HF
. Pen, HF Pen, Westector, Pen)
Batt%ry All-Wave Three (D, 2 LF
R .

The Monitor (HF Pen, D, Pen) ..
The Tutor Three (HI" Pen, D, Pen)-
The Centaur Three (SG, D, P) ..
F. J. Camm’s Record All-Wave
Three (HF Pen, D, Pen) . 31.10.36
The ** Colt”” All-Wave Three (D,
2 LF (RC & Trans)) o R
The * Rapide ” Straight 3 (D,
2 LF (RC & Trans)) .. & 4
F. J. Camm’s Oracle All-Wave
Three (HF, Det., Pen) Co
1938 * Triband ” All-Wave Three
(HF Pen, D, Pen) ) 50
F. J. Camm’s “Sprite”” Three
(HF Pen, D, Tet) B +4
The ‘* Hurricane ”’ All-Wave Three
(5G, D, Pen), Pen) ».
F..J. Camm’s * Push-Button”
Three (HF Pen, D (Pen), Tet). .

Four-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each,
Sonotone Four (8G, D, LF, P)
Fury Tour (2 8SG, D, ’en) 3.
Beta Universal Four (SG, D, LF,
C1. | TSN o = o —
Nuoleon Class B Four (SG, D
(5G), LFCL.B) .. - x
Tury Four'Super (8@, SG, D, Pen)
Battery Hall-Mark 4 °(HF Pen,
D, Push-Pull) .. o a0
F. J. Camm’s * Limit > All-Wave
Four (HF Pen, D, LF, P) a0
“Acme”’ All-Wave 4 (HF Pen, D
(Pen), LF, CL. B (o
The ** Admiral ” Four (HF Pen
HT Pen, D, Pen (RC)) ..

Mains Opei-'ated.

Two-valve : Blueprints, 1s., each.
A.C. Twin (D (Pen), Pen)

A.C.-D.C. Two (8G, Pow). . G

Selectone A.C. Radiogram Two

(D, Pow) 54 2 .

26.9.36
12.2.38
3.9.33

Threc-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Double-Diode-Triode Three (HF
Pen, DDT, Pen) ™~ 6d
D.C. Ace (SG, D, Pen) ..
A.C. Three (SG, D, Pen) .. od
A.C. Leader (HF Pen, D, Pow) ..
D.C. Premier (H¥ Pen, D, Pen) ..
Unique (HF Pen, D (Pen), Pen) ..
Armada Mains Three (HF Pen, D,
Pen) g s B iy
F.J.Camm’s A.C. All-Wave Silver
Souvenir Three(HF Pen, D,Pen)-
“All-Wave” A.C. Three (D, 2
LF(RQC)). . 1 . =
A.C. 1936 Sonotone (HF Pen, HF
Pen. Westector, Pen) .. oo
Mains Record All-Wave 3 (HF
Pen, D, Pen) .. oo o

. uy —
7.1.39
28.7.3¢

11.5.35
M

Four-vaive : Blueprints, 1s. each.
A.C. Fury Fqur (SG, SG, D, Pen)
A.C. Fury Four Super (SG, SG, D,
Pen) 8- ad . g0
A.C. Hall-Mark (HF Pen, D,
Push-Pull) »3 75 =

PW71
< PWO94

‘Battery Operated.

PW31A
PW8&5

PWO3

PWi6

PW10
PW344
PW35
PW37
PW39
PW41
PW48
PW49.
PW51
PW53
PW55
PWGL
PW62
PW64
PW69
CPW72
PW82
PW78
PW84
PWs7
PW89
PWo2

Pwi
PWI11

PW17

PW34B
PW34C

PW46
PW67
PWs3
PWO0

Pwils
PW31

P YO

PW23
PW25
PW29
PW35C
PW35B
PW364
PW38
PW50
“PW54
PW56
PW70
PW30

, PW34D
PW45

Universal Hall-Mark (HT' Pen, D

Push-Pull) .. — PW47
SUPERHETS.
Battery Sets : Blueprints, 1s. each.
£5 Superhet (Three-valve) .. 5.6.37 PW10
F. J. Cammy’s 2-valve Superhet .. -_ P52
Mains Sets : Blueprints, 1s. each.
A.C. £5 Superliet (Three-valve) . . —_ PW43
D.C. £5 Superhet (Three-valve) .. — Pw42
Universal £5 Superhet (Three-
valve) .. s oo : — PWid
F.J. Camm’s A.C. Superhet 4 31.7.37 PW59
E. J. Camm’s Universal £4 Super-
et 4 5= - b 5 — PW60
“ Qualitone ** Universal Four .. 16.1.37 PW73
;ou{l-wﬁahtl? 5 Dolllable-sided Blutiprint, 1s. 6d.
us, utton 4, Battery Model .. \,- =
Push Button 4, A.C. Mains Model }22'10'33 LS

SHORT-WAVE SETS.

Battery Oper;ted. .
One-valve : Blueprint, 1s. ;

Simple 8.W. One-valver .. . 23.12.39 PWs8s
Two-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Midget Short-wave Two (D, Pen). - PW3sA
The *“Fleet” Short-wave Two .

(D (HF Pen), Pen) .. 27.8.38 PWol
Three-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Experimenter’s Short-wave Three

(8G, D, Pow) .. . .. 30.7.38 PW30A
The Prefect 3 (D, 2 LF (RC and

Trans)) .. o 75 T —_ PWG3
The DBand-Spread S.¥W. Three

(HF Pen, D (Pen), Pen) 1.10.38 PWGs

PORTABLES

Three-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
F. J. Camm’s ELF Three-valve

Portable (HI' Pen, D, Pen) .. —_ PW65
Parvo Fiyweight Midget Portable )

(8G, D, Pen) .. o .. 3.6.39 PW77
Four-valve : Blueprint, 1s.
“Imp ” Portable 4 (D, LF, LF,

(Pen)) .. L 4 . .. 19.3.33 PW86

MISCELLANEOUS.

Blueprint, 1s.
5.W. Converter-Adapter (1 valve) —_ PW484A

AMATEUR WIRELESS AND WIRELESS MAGAZINE
CRYSTAL SETS.
Blueprints, 6d. each.

Four-station Crystal Set, .. .. 23738  AW427
1934 Crystal Set .. 5 og — AWia4
150-mile Crystal Set o - AW450
STRAIGHT SETS. Battery Operated.
One-valve : Blueprint, 1s.
B.B.C. Special One-valver —_ AW387
Two-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Melody Ranger Two (D, Trans) ., —_ AW388
Full-volume Two (SG, det, Pen).. — AW392
, Lucerne Minor (D, Pen) .. . —_ AWA426
A Modern Two-valver 0o —_ WM09
Three-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each,
£5 5s. 5.G.3 (5G, D, Trans) Y. —_ AW412
Lucerne-Ranger (SG, D, Trans) .. —_ AW422
£5 5s. Three: De Luxe Version

(8G, D, Trans) .. - .. 19.5.31  AW435
Lucerne Straight Three (D, RC,

Trans) .. 5 o o0 - AYW437
Transportable Three (SG, D, Pen) — WM271
Simple-Tune Three (SG, D, Pen) ~ June’33 WM327
Economy-Pentode Three (SG, D,

Pen) LE Ao o .. Oct.’33 WHM337
“IW.NM.” 1934 Standard Three

(S&, D, Pen) .. o v —_ WM351
£3 3s. Three (SG. D, Trans) oo Mar.'34  WM354
1935 £6 6s. Battery Three (SG, .

D, Pen) .. t = - — WM371
PTP Three (Pen, D, Pen) — . WM339
Certainty Three (SG, D, Pen) .. — WM393
Minitube Three (8G, D, Trans) .. Oct.’35 WA396
All-Wave Winning Three (SG, D,

Pen 1 of oo o1 e'a -_ WN400
‘Four-valve : Blueprints, 1s. 6d. each.
65s. Four (8G, D, RC, Trans) -— AW370
2HF Four (2 SG, D, Pen) Y —_ AW421
Self-contained Four (SG, D, LF, 7

Class B) .. e = .. Aug.’33  WMS331
Lucerne Straight Four (SG, D,

LT, Trans) & - L — M350
£5 5s. Battery Four (HT, D, 2 LF) Feb. *35 WAL381
The H.K. Four (8G, SG, D, Pen). —_ WA384
The Auto Straight Four (HF Pen,

HI°, Pen, DDT, Pen) . Apr.’36 YWM404
Five-valve : Blueprints, 1s. 6d. each.
Super-quality Five (2 HF, D, RC,

Trans) .. e 2 o0 —_ WM320
Class B Quadradyne (2 8G, D, LF,

Class B) .. 5 oy o WM344
New Class B Five (2 SG, D, LF,

Class B) .. s B &3 — WM340
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These Blueprints are drawn full size.

indicates that the issue is out.of print
Amateur Wireless ...
Wireless Magazine
cription appears
WIRELESS. A.W. to Amateur Wireless.
Wireless Magazine. .

ampton Street, Strand, W.C.2.

.Cobies of appropriate issues containing descrip-
tions of these sets can in gome cases be supplied at
the following prices which are additional to the cost
of the Blueprint. A dash before the Blueprint Number

Issues of Practical Wireless ... ;1:!1 Post Paid

e T 6w
_The index letters which precede the Blueprint
Number indicates the periodical in which the des-
: Thus P.W. refers to0 PRACTICAL,

Send (preferably) a postal order to cover the cost
of the bluepring, and the issue (stamps over 6d.
unacceptable) to PRACTICAL WIRELESS Blueprint
Dept.. George Newnes, Ltd‘.z’l‘ower House, South-

i

» »

W.M. to

Mains Operated
Two-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Consoeleetric Two (D, Pen) A.C...
Economy A.C. Two (D, Trans) A.C.
Unicorn A.C.-D.C. Two (D, Pen). .

Three-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Home Lover’s New All-Electric
Three (SG, D, Trans) A.C. ..
Mantovani A.C. Three (HF, Pen.
D, Pen) .. > [, .
£15 15s. 1936 A.C. Radiograni
(HF, D, Pen) .. 5o .o Jan' 36
Four-valve : Blueprints, 1s. 6d. each.
All Metal Four (2 8G, D, Pen) . July ’33
Harris’ Jubilee Radiogram (HF
ZPen; 1y Ly PN 3 .. May’33

SUPERHETS.
Battery Sets : Blueprints, 1s. 6d. each.
Modern Super Senior L
*Varsity Four G = .. Oct. ’35
The Request All-Waver .. . June’36
1935 Super-Five Battery (Superhet)
Mains Sets : Blueprints, 1s. 6d. each.
Heptode Super Three A.C. oo May’34
*W.M.” Radiogram Super A.C. -

PORTABLES.
Four-valve : Blueprints, 1s. 6d. each.
Holiday_ Portable- (SG, D, LF,
Class B) .. . 1 &0
Family Portable (HF, D, RC,
Trans 3 ol 56
Two H.F. Portable (2 SG, D,
P21)

QP2 .. ot ¥ b b
Tyers Portable (SG, D, 2 Trams) ..

SHORT-WAVE SETS.
Onc-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.

5.W. One-valver for America . 15.10.38
Rome Short-Waver oF —
Two-valve : Blueprints, 1. each.
Ultra-short Battery Two (SG, det,

Ieb. 36

en) s T as 2
Home-made-Coil Two (D, Pen) ..
Three-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
World-ranger Short-wave 3 (D,

RC, Trans) e ok -
Experimenter’s 5-metre Set (D, .

Trans, Super-regen) .. .. 30.6.34
The CarrierShort-waver(SG, D, P) J. uly '35
Four-valve : Blueprints, 1s. 6d. each.
A.W. Short-wave World-beate

{(HF Pen, D, RC, Trans)
Empire Short-waver (SG, D, RC,

Trang) .. A b e
Standard Four-vaive Short-waver

(8G, D, LF, P) .. \ 22.7.39
Superhet : Blueprint, 1s. 6d. N
Simplified Short-wave Super Now.’385

Mains Operated.

Two-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Two-valve Mains Short-waver (D,

Pen) A.C. 8, o8 3
“W.M. Long-wave Converter
Three-valve : Blueprint, 1s.
Emigrator (3G, D, Pen) A.C.
Four-valve : Blueprint, 1s. 6d.
Standard Four-valve A.C. Short-

waver (3G, D, R.C Traus) .o dug. '35

MISCELLANEOUS.
5.W. One-valve Converter (Prige
(L. s . . <A =
Enthusiast’s Power Amplifier (1 /6) —
Li?t(]ener"s 5-watt A.C. Amplifler
1/6) e . & e =
Radio Unit (2v.) for W2392 (1/-) Now. ’35
Harris - Electrogram battery am-
plifier (1/-) 5o
De Luxe Concert A.C.
gram (1/-) o > .. Mar.’36
New style Short-wave Adapter

.]:‘llectvr.o.-

Trickle Charger (6d.) o
Short-wave Adapter (1/-). .
Superhet Converter (1f-) .. 4o
B.L.D.L.C. Short-wave Converter

(1/-) | ~ w, .. May’36
Wilson Tone Master (1/-).. ... June’36
The WM., A.C. Short-wave Con-

verter (1/-) g o

(NN

AWL03
WM236
WD394

AWW383
W37 4
WM401

WM324
WAL386

WM375
WA395
WM407
W37

WA359
WHMB66

AW393
AW44T

WM363
WM367

Battery Operated.

AW429
AWd52

WAM402
AW440
AW355
AW438
. WM390
AW436
WH313
WH333
WM397

AW453
WAL3S80

WN352

WM391.

ATW320
WAM33T

WM302
WM398
WM399
WM403
WM388
AW462
AW4506
AWLST

WM405
WHI406

WALL08

(N
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Spares-box Converter

“ Would an Eddystone Y coil do instead
of the home-made coil you describe for the
Spares-box S,W. Converter in your issue of
February 3rd? I am not much of a hand at
making coils, but have the Eddystone coil
and would like to use this.”>—N. F. (Hythe).
THE coil required for the converter must

‘have three windings—aerial coupling-

coil, grid coil and reaction coil. The Eddy-
stone Y coil is a four-pin, two-winding
component and thus would be:unsuitable
without modification of the circuit arrange-
ment. This would not be difficult, the aerial

series condenser merely being connected

to the grid end of the grid coil. The 6Y
coil would, however, be equivalent to the.
coil described and could be used without
altering the circuit.

Reflector Aerial
‘1 noted in one of your back issues a
reference to a reflector aerial for trans-
mitting and receiving. There is one thing
I am not quite clear about in this type of
aerial and that is the spacing of the aerial
and refleector. I assume that the reflector
acts as an ordinary light reflector, but why
put the reflector a quarter -wavelength
behind the aerial?’’—J. B.. A. (New
Cross).
HE reflector must be of such a size
and in such a position relative to the
aerial that current will be induced into it.
In accordance with standard A.C. laws the
current will lag 90 degrees and will be
radiated from the reflector. It is essential
to so position the reflector that by the time
the radiated wave has reached the aerial
the phase of the wave will have shifted so
that the radiations from the reflector and
aerial are hoth in phase. This means that
the reflector will assist radiation, and if

" you place the reflector in the wrong position

the wave radiated from it will tend to
cancel the aerial radiation. Actually this
is what happens in the reverse direction,
the aerial radiations cancel those of the
reflector in the * back direction,” and this
gives rise to the directional effect.

Operator Handbook
“ ‘I am thinking of taking up training as
a wireless operator, and have -  been told
‘that there is a special book published which
gives full details of the methods of procedure
and other information relative to the opera-
tor’s work on ship or shore stations. I
should be glad if you could give me any
details of this book and where it is obtain-
able.”’—B. B. (Wealdstone). ;
WE think you are referring to the
Handbook for Wireless Telegraph
Operators Working Installations Licensed
by His Majesty’s Postmaster-General.
This is available from His Majesty’s
Stationery Office, and the price is 9d.

H.F, Choke Design

1 am trying to make up a few of my
own components for quite a simple - sef,
but could you please help me in the H.F.

vd/”‘%

¥

I

ou

etter

choke 2 I believe this should be as large as
possible _to exert its maximum choking
effect. In this case is there any limit, or
can I simply take any suitable former I
might find and wind it full of wire ? I have
plenty of this in my spares box.”’—J. R.
(Uxbridge).

HERE will be little advantage gained
from using” more than a certain
number of turns. There is a possibility
that beyond the effective point you may
destroy some of the properties of the
choke, due to the increased seif-capacity
which might result. The best plan is to

£} | () || - g — - ans-)
RULES

We wish to draw the reader’s attention to the
fact that the Queries Service is intended only
for the solution of problems or difficulties
arising from the construction of receivers
described in our pages, from articles appearing
in our pages, or on general wireless matters.
Weregret that we cannot, for obyviousreasons—
(1) Supply circuit diagrams of complete
multi-valve receivers, g
(2) Suggest alterations or modifications of
receivers deseribed in our coutem-
poraries.

(3) Suggest alterations or modifications to

commercial receivers.

(4) Answer queries over the telephone.

(5) Grant interviews to querists.

A stamped addressed envelope must be
enclosed for the reply. All “sketches and .
drawings which are sent to us should bear
the name and address of the sender.

Requests for Blueprints must not be enclosed
with queries as they are dealt with by a
separate department.

Send your queries to the Editor, PRACTICAL WIRELESS,
George Newnes, Ltd., Tower House, Southampton Street,

Strand, London, W.C.2, The Coupon must be enclosed
with every query.

h( . 1-(1-<_x|—()j

) O ) S () ) SO ) S| G (
P (| S} (] S 4 - ) { | S < |- )-'n-'

make the winding in sectional form, that
is, by splitting up the winding into a
number of separate sections. This will take
care of the self-capacity. The gactual
number of turns is not ecritical, provided
that you use a few hundred (assuming that
the choke is for medium and long-wave
working). The gauge of the wire will, of
course, in conjunction with the number of
turns, affect the total resistance and thus
have an effect upon the H.T. voltage drop,
whilst the gauge must also be considered in
conjunction with the current which will
flow through the wire.

A.C.-D.C. Receiver Design
“I wish to try my hand at building a

small A.C./D.C. set, but I am not very.

familiar with this type of apparatus, although
I have built two or three A.C. sets. Would
you give me any ideas as to the particular
specialities of this type of set, as distinet
from normal practice in, say, the A.C. sets 2’
—L. G. (Ilfracombe).

ROM the point of view of normal radio
technique, there is mno difference,

and the only.departure in design is in the
wiring of the heater circuits. There is, of
course, no mains transformer in an A.C./
D.C. set and the mains input is taken
straight to a half-wave rectifier and to the
“earth ” line. The heaters of the valves
are also'fed direct from the mains, through
a suitable voltage dropping or ciurent

531

regulating resistance, and it is usual to
wire the heaters in series with the detector
stage at the earth end of the line. Pilot
bulbs for panel illumination are also in-
cluded in the heater circuit as a rule,
and to avoid interrupting the reception of
radio due to the bulbs blowing they are
generally shunted by a low value resistance.
In place of the regulating resistance you
can use a special type of flex known as a
line-cord, if you can obtain one in your
locality.— We hope to.publish a design in
the near future which may be of interest
to you.

Improving Superhet Selectivity

‘“1 have a home-made superhet which
has been quite good until the new Services
programme came on the air, and now I
find that I cannot get rid of the Home
Service programme in the background.
What is' the best way of improving the
selectivity of the set without going to foo
much expense ? *>—K. P. (N.W.11).

AN H.F. stage is the usnal way of in-
creasing selectivizy, but we presume
from your final remarks that this would be
inconvenient. A small wave-trap in the
aerial civcuit might prove effective and
should not be expensive, consisting mercly
of & coil and variable condenser i parallel.
Another 1dea which you might care to
consider is to open one of the LI'. trans-
formers .and separate the primary and
secondary windings. These may often be
opened wide so that there is practically no
coupling between them, and then a small
variable of low-loss design connected
between the two windings. This may then
be adjusted to give any !desired coupling
and thus introduces a form of variable-
selectivity device. The condenser could he
controlled from the panel through an
extension control outfit.

REPLIES IN BRIEF

The following rpylies to queries are given in
abbreviated form either because of non-compliance
l with our rules, or becausethe pointraised i3 not of

general interest.
’ﬂ-l_h-(

R. A. N. E. (Chingiord). If a field winding is used in
place of the choke. then a higher majns output must
he provided to allow for the voltage drop. You nced
at least 350 volts in this case. The meanings of the
abbreviations will be found in our Xneyclopaedia and
other handbooks. .

A. R. L. (8.W.6). Any good medium-impedauce
triode may be used. One of the so-called General
Purpose valves would be ideal.

® P, D. M. (West Acton). You will find ail the data
you require in last week’s issue,

R. F. P. (Matfield). 'I'e trouble may be due to a
faulty light switeh in the house, or to a defect in the
receiver. We suggest vou have the set overhauled by
the makers or their nearest local service agent,

F. I. (Southgate). Use two similar coils and couple
them through a .0001 mfd. variable condenser.

D. E. M. (Bath). Ordinary carbon type resistances
may be used quite satisfactorily.

J. D. (Glasgow). A mains transformer may bhe used
and should be capable of delivering 4 amps,

H. R. E. (Redcar). The aerial is obviously useless
and we suggest you tiry the effect of a mains aerial
hefore going to any further trouble.

L. €. S. (Harlech). The valves are very old, but it
you are satisfled that the emission is all right you
could use them.

H. E. (Birmingham). It would he false economy to
try the scheme as the current would be greatly inereased
and the accumulator would not last so long.

_T, P. S. (Hythe). The meter has insufficient range to
enable you to use it for the test in question. You conld
not convert this particilar instrument.

1. 0. (Durham). Both components may be used.
Connect them in series in the particular arrangement
you intend to try out.

attached to every query.

[ -0-"-!
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FLEXIBLE LEADS AND CONNECTORS
(Continued frem page 514)

Screened Leads -

Rather different methods must be followed
when dealing with screened leads, such as
may be used for top-grid or top-anode
valve connections or for pick-up leads.

The screening braid should be pushed
back for an inch or so in the first place.
Then the cotton insulation can be pushed
back and the end of the wire bared.  If the
cotton is then slid along to the end of the
bared portion it can be bound with thread,
the binding being made so thick that it
effectively prevents the metal braid from
sliding along the lead so that it could
come into contact with the bared end.

For top-cap valve 'connections it is
nearly always best to use connectors of
the hooded type, since they improve
screening. They arve generally provided
with & small internal soldering tag, to which
the ends of the lead can be attached and
also with two “ears” onthe outside
which can be clamped round the screening
braid by gripping with a pair of pliers.
In addition to making connettion to the
braid in this way, it is best to apply a
spot of solder between the cap “ ears”
and the braid. This must be done with a
clean, hot iron, and the iron must be kept

in contact with the braid for onlv a.couple

of seconds; if it is held longer than that,
the insulation beneath the braid will burn
and dirty the metal so that the solder
will not adhere properly. In addition, the
insulation might possibly be impaired.

Earthing of the screening braid can be
carried out most easily by fitting a small
metal - bridge over it, the bridge being
screwed to the metal or metallised chassis.
Tt is important that this earth connection
should be sound if the screening is to be
effective. g

RADIO IN THE DESERT

FFICERS and airmen of the R.A.F.
““carrying on” in the' deserts of
western Egyptand Iraq, are specially

interested in two things—the ¢ inside-
story ” of the way the air-war is going, and
the latest developments in Air Force equip-
ment. These were the questions most
frequently asked of Captain Balfour, Under-
Secretary of State for Air, during his recent
7,000 miles air tour of R.A.F. stations in
the Middle East.

The men’s own ingenuity has added a
number of ‘home. comforts’> to those
officially supplied. Hot plates have been
made from old petrol-cans; old aircraft
packing cases have been convertéd into
sports pavilions and ‘ nineteenth holes®’
for desert golf courses. Open-air cinemas
are run by the airmen themselves in these
remote spots out in ‘“ the blue,” hundreds
of miles from a big town.

Modern air and radio developments have
taken much of the monotony and risk out
of desert life. Big load-carrying aircraft
have ended the “ canned food > era, since
fresh foodstuffs, as well as water and fuel
supplies, are now regularly flown to the
desert outposts.
of the men is remarkably good, it is a
comfort to know that in case of critical
illness a patient could be taken by air to a
modern hospital in a matter of hours.

A new use for the radio is to give warning |
of approaching dust-storms—one of the

bugbears of desert life, and at one time a
menace . to flying. Such a warhing sent
Captain Balfour racing back from a desert
4ir. station fo Cairo at 300 m.p.h. Half an
hour later the dust-storm arrived, with
¢ visibility—50 yards.”

And although the health

Adverti ts are pted for these
columns at the rate of 2d. per word. Words
in hlack face and/or capitals are charged
double this rate (minimum charge 2/- per
paragraph). Display lines are charged. at
4/- per line. All advertisements must "be
prepaid. All communications should be
addressed to the Advertisement Manager,
“ Practical Wircless,” Tower House,
Southampton Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.

RECEIVERS, COMPONENTS AND
ACCESSORIES

OUTHERN RADIO’S BARGAINS.
LL GUARANTEED. POSTAGE EXTRA.

5/ —Parcel of useful Components, |
~ Condensers, Resistances, Volume Controls,
Wire, Circuits, ete, Value 25/-. 5/- per parcel.
/ —Service Man’s Component Kit. RElectrolytie
Condensers, Volume Controls, Resistances,
Tubular, Mica, Paper Condensers, Valve Holders, etc,
120 articles contained in strong carrying case, 9”7 x
77 x 77, 15/- the Kit.

2] / —Small Tradet’s Parcel of Components. 150
~ _Articles comprising all types Condensers,
Valve Holders, Resistances, Chokes, Coils, Wire,

etc. Value 85/-, 21/--the parcel.
5/ —100 Wire-end Resistances, assorted capacities.
=~ ¢ and 1 watt, 5/- per 100.
RMOND Loud-speaker Units, 2/6; Crystal
Sets, 5/0; Westectors Type W2, 2/65 Crystal
Detectors, 2/-; Crystals, 6d. ; Marconi V24 Valves, 9d.
—Tool or Instrument Carryving Cases, ex
/" Government Stock; Wood, 97 x 77 x %, 2/-,
OUTHERN RADIO, 46, Lisle Strcet, London,
W.C. Gerrard 6653.

ANKRUPT Bargains. Good stock of new receivers

of all types. Most types valves, service goods,

speakers. Please state requirements for quotation.—
Butlin, 6, Stanford Avenue, Brighton.

RANSFORMERS f{or L.T. Rectifiers for charging
and safety, 12-volt lighting, from 12/6.—
Thompsons, 176, Greenwich High Road, S.E.10.

cOULPHONE RADIO, 22, Grimshaw Lane, Ormskirk.

Collaro A.C. Motors, 1Zin. turntable, 25/-; with
pick-up, 40/-. Rola G.12 energised speakers, 52/6,
P.M. 65/-. Brand new goods. 1id.stamp list.

VAUXHALL.—AII goods previously advertised are
still avajlable; send now for latest price list,
free.—Vauxhall Utilities, 163a, Strand, W.C.2.

2 Drilled Chassis, condensers, resistances and
many other useful components, Worth £2.- Limited
nuwber, Postage 1/-—Bakers Selhurst Radio, 75,
Sussex Road, South Croydon.

RADIO GLEARANGCE, LTD.—All
in last week’s issue still obtainable.
RADIO CLEARANCE, LTD., 63, High Holborn, London,
W.C.1. Telephone : HOLborn 4631,

BANKRUPT BARGAINS. Brand new 1939 models,

makers’ sealed cartons, with guarantees, at less
| 40 per cent. below listed prices; also Midgets, por-
tables, car radio. Send 1}d. stamp for lists.—Radio
Bargains,  Dept. P.YW., 261-3, Lichfield Road, Aston,
Birmingham,

lines

comprising

5/ BARGAIN PARCEL comprising Speaker Cabinet,

advertised
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Classified Adve‘rtisem'entsT e AND GLOBE

EBB’S RADIO M AP of the World enables you to
/ locate any station heard,  Size 40” Ly 80”
2-colour lLeavy Art P:\?er, 4/6, Limited supply on
Linen, 10/6. WEBB’S RADIO GLOBE-—superb
12 full-colour model. Radio prefixes, zones, etc.
Heavy~oxydised mount.. Post Paid, 27/6.—Webb's
Radio, 14, Soho Street, London, W.1, ’Phone:
Gerrard 2089,

PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS

IR MINISTRY.

ERONAUTICAL INSPECTION DIRECTORATE.
Jacancies exist for unestablished appointments
as-Examiners in_the General Engincering and W/IL
and Instrument Branches.
QUALIFICATIONS. .
All candidates must have good general education,
be able to read drawings, understand specifications,
use micrometers and other measuring instruments.
(a) Applicants for the General Engineering Branch
must liave had practical experience in an
engineering works, An elementary knowledge
of materials testing is desirahle.
Applicants for the Instrument Branch must
have knowledge of physics and training in light
engineering or instrument making. Candidates
with knowledge of optical instruments are also
required.
Applicants for the W/T Branch must have
practical knowledge of W/T and electrical.
equipmewnt with technical training ih radio
communicgtion equal to City and Guilds final
examination standard.
PPLICATIONS from candidates previously inter-
viewed and declared. unsuccessful will be con-
sidered provided the necessary additional experience
has been gained. .
CCEPTED candidates will undergo a period of
training in inspection- as applied ‘to the above
subjects, not exceeding three months, and will be
paid £3 10s. 0d, weekly during training. Subsistence
allowance of £1 5s. 0d. weekly during training is
Payable to married men nonmally residing outside
the training area. On successful completion of training,
candidates will be appointed as Examiners at a salary
of £246 9s. 0d. per annum (payable monthly in arrear)
if service is- satisfactory, and-must be prepared to
serve in any part of the United Kingdom,

(b)

(c)

- ‘NORMAL age limits 25 to 55.
~

CANDIDATES should indicate on their applications

for which vacancy they wish to be considered—
a, bor c.

PPLICATION must be made on Form 786, copies

of which can be obtained on application, by

posteard only, to: The Inspector-in-Charge, A.I.D.

Training School (I.C.S./REC. 52), Brandon Steep,

- Bristol, 1.

MORSE EQUIPMENT

FULL range of Transmitting Keys, Practice Sets,

Oscillators, Recorders and other Radio Telegraph
Apparatus, designed and manufactured- by T. R.
McElroy, World’s Champion Telegraphist. Sole dis-
tributors: Webb’s Radio, 14, Scho Street, London,
W.1. ’Phone: Gerrard 2089.

LITERATURE

CABINETS

A CABINET for Every Radio Purpose.

URPLUS Cabinets from noted makers under cost
"~ of manufacture.
RADIOGRAM Cabinets from 30/-,
NDRILLED table, console and
cabinets from 4/6.

INSPECTION Invited.

loudspealker

. L. Smith i\nd'Cg., Ltd., 289, Edgware Road,
W.2. Tel : Pad. 5891,

MORSE TRAINING

3 IRELESS CODE COURSES. “ Book of Facts
Free—Candler System Co. (L.0.), 121, Kings-
way, London, W.C.2.

EW EDITION. American Amateur Relay League
Handbook. 500 pages of up-to-the-minute
technical information, 7/-, post free. 1940 JONES

| Handbook; approximately 700 pages dealing with

every aspect of Short-wave Radio, 8/6, post free.—
Webb's Radio, 14, Soho St., London, W.1. ’Phone:
Gerrard 2089.

LOUDSPEAKER REPAIRS

LOUDSPEAKER repairs; British, American, any
make. 24-hourj service, moderate prices,.—
Sinclair  Speakers,
Street, London, N.1.

REPAIRS to moving coil speakers. Cones/coils
fitted or rewound. Fields altered or wound.
Prices quoted, including eliminators, Pick-ups and
speaker transforniers rewound, 4/6. Trade invited.
Guaranteed satisfhction. Prompt service.

L.S. Repair Service, 5, Balham Grove, London, S.W.12.
Battersea 1321,

Pulteney ‘'I'errace, Copenhagen

COMMUNICATION RECEIVERS

HE famous HALLICRAFTER S8X23, released by

the makers only in July, 1939, can still be
supplied by Webb’s Radio at

PRE-WAR PRICES.

We fortunately had good suppiies delivered in August.

NO price.increase on present stock of this model only,

£33 10s., H.P. terms available. Write for descriptive

booklet.—P. Webb’s' Radio, 14, Soho Street, London,

W.1. ’‘Phone: Gerrard 2089,

Y DTTTv eruw —-re

! FREE ADVICE BUREAU

!

; COUPON

¢ This coupon is available until March 16th,
!
|

1940, and 'must accompany .all Queries and
’ Hints.
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ARMSTRONG | __t= o=t g o e g E R
- w L - el I} - | A
o e 2 N\ SPEAKERS from 6/6 each, P.M. and 2
3 [ Apologise for delay in delivery of some models, 3,00 encrgised 4in. to I&ﬁ{., including several | § | R M I R 3
this unfortunately has héen unavoidable owing to Fpoeh 18in.—Sinclair Spenkers, Pulteney . Terrace,

{he present preat difficuity in obtaining raw Copenhagen Street, London, N.1, R A D I o |

"% materials. Howevor, we are pleased to announce I
' that we are now in the posihor t:“ggae "'l?mteﬁ':t: ; - - .
defivery jot= ollv “gopjar-model. EWEIN U (T30 s Special Offer of Record Auto-Changer Units for A.G.
S COMPONENTS FOR SALE - § Mains by famous manufacturer: gPIay 8 records.
i - Latest type Magnetic Pick-up, Auto-stop, Start
and Rejector. Limited number only at £4/19/8, |
Carriage Paid. i |

CRAP your H.T. battery with Mallory vibrator
converter, 6/12v. 150v., 30m.z., 189, listed

| £5/5/0. Or Geuemotor, #2y., 250v., 30m.a., 25/- Special Ofter of Dual Range Scr_géngd Coils
Postage 1/3.—Aeronautical Radio, 47, River Road, by well-known manufecturer: ~ Aerial or H.I.
‘' Littlehampton.  f| coil. © Acecurately natehied suitable Band-Pass.
" § Medium and long-wave operation.  Gomplete

—== = with full diagrams, 2/8 each.

PREMIER SHORT-WAVE KITS |

i R.s.d.n. ANATEUR RADIO HANDBOOE. 300 for OVERSEAS NEWS
[ pages, 3s., by post.—16, Ashridge Gardeus, | Incorporating the Bremier 3-Band 5. W. Ceil. 11-86
" { London, N.13. ~ v

TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS

e

Metres without coil changing, Each Kit is camplete
with all components, diagrams and 2-volt ‘valves.
= 3-Band S$.W. 1-Valve Kit, 14/9. 3-Band S.W. 2-
Vaive Kit, 22/6.

MiSCELLANEOUS

DE LUXE S.W. KITS
Complete to thelast detail, including all Valvesand
RINTING.—1,000 Billheads 3s. 9d.; Memos, | § coils, wiring diagrams and lucid instroctions for
i Cards, etc. Samples - free.—Creteway Press, | § building and working. Bach Kt is supplied with a
24, Buxted, Sussex. steel Chassis and Panel and ‘uses plug-in Coils to

Ll o tutie from 13 to 170 mefres. -
i 2 _§ 1 Vatve Short-Wave Receiver or Adaptor Kit 20/-
MODEL AWis. 8-valve All-wave Super-§ E TALLER!! Inches put you Mjles Ahead!! 1 Valve Short-Wave Superhet Cunverter Kit .. 23/-

heterodyne chassis.  This All-wave Rasdiogram ‘Details 6d. stamp.—Malecolm Ross, Height 1 Valve Short-Wave A:G. Superhet Converter
chassis has resistance capacity eoupled push-puli § { Spec_iali%,‘ Scarherough. 1% Kit £ s T

outpu$ capable of handling 6 watts, and gives good - ) ‘ 2 Valve Short-Wave Rééeiver'l_iit 5y 29
quall)it,y rgproduct.ion on botly radic and gramo- ] £ T i = ] . 3 Valve Short-Wave Screen Grid and Pentode
phone, for an economical -price of 8 gns. Plos | RADIOCONSULTANTFOR ALL.—“Everyman's Kit e -+

59, war increase. i) \irelcss Book,” by F."J. Gamm; explains the | REPLACEMENT VALVés FOR ALL SETS
Armstrong Push-puli Speaker to match AW38 operation, upkeep, and overhaul of all types of Wireless 2
chasl:ig? £1l t1:0. Ii’lus 51% Warinerease. || receivers. Illustrated.—OF all bookseilers, 5/-, or by EUROPA MAINS VALVES. 4 v.. A.C. Types,

Wao suzgest Model A W3S together with matched st 5/6 from George Newnes, Ltd. (Book Dept.) A.C./H.L., AGJL., A.C./S.8; A.L,V-MS.G,
Speaﬁeru g%esg : 9 : 0, plus 5% war increase, com- iig)wer House, Southampton Street, Strand, Londonf  AG./H.P., A.C./W.H.P, (b-pin), all 5/3 each.

| plete, represents the most outstanding value on 0.2 & : )::'/l;/ls’: ﬁlc;l/gx-:, 7(]:{‘—1;9in3..: t:l/gréq.Ac.ﬁg‘:eel::-,
the market te-day. ¥ - o WSy = 8/6 ; Double Diode Triodes, 7/6; 350 v. E.W.
ILLUSTRATED ART CATALOGUE ON REQUEST HE WHOLE AMAZING SCIENCE OF WIRE- | K Rect.,5/6 ; 500 v. F.W. Rect.,6/6; 13v..2 amps> |
ALL GHASSIS SENT ON 7 DAYS’ APPROVAL LESS I8 contained in * The Outline of Wireless,” | ' Gen. Purpose Triodes; 5/6:; H.F. Pens and-Var.-

| s 3 == by Ralph Stranger. -The entirc theory of reception | § Mu. H.F. Pen., Double Diode Triodes, Oct- Freq.
ARMSTRONG MANFG' co' is elearly cxplained. Qver 800 pages, IHustrated.— 1§ Ghangers, 7/6 each. Full and Halhwav’e Rectifiers, -
WARLTERS ROAD, HOLLOWAY, LONDON, N.7. | | Of all booksellers, 10/6, or by post 11/=from George | §'6/6 each. I

(Adjoining Holloway Arcade) Newnes, Ltd. (Book Dept.), Tower House, Southamp- | § 3
=='PhoneNORth 32] 3 — | ton Street, Strand, London, W.C.2. | ;;\R;t‘:)gk.ﬂlg;‘m%:r‘,(\ln&hgilgfkveﬁérs_sé :él;:[t{;g:g
- S— . e : —— e tubes, 6/6 each.
The . “—Fluxite . Q’ui_ns ,,’ at work. : MATEUR AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE- | F PREMIER BATTERY CHARGERS for A.C.

MIN will find all their radio problems solved { ¥ Mains. Westinghouse Rectificatton complete and

in " The Practical Wireless Service. Manual™ by | ¥ ready for use. To charge 2 voits at ¥ amp., 117'9;

F. J. Coovm. Ilustrated.—OF all booksellers, 6/-, 6 volts at 3 amg., 19/-; 6 volts at 1 amp., 22/8 ;

‘ ?)rc I)l;y) p'ffﬁv ‘frlﬁnt;rog gggiﬁ l;‘fgo‘wf~1est’)ijr }id'sgﬁ . § 12 volts at 1 amp., 24/8; 6 volts at 2 amps., 37/8.
« 5 use, chanxpton ek, o

London, W.C.2 | PREMIER 1940 HIGH FIDELITY

HDMAT&EMATICSOI‘ WIRELESS,” b R Iph ! AIERAS Rh ELES

“FHE M. S OF BLESS, by Ra Each Kit s complete with ready-drilled
T’ Stranger, deals simply and fascinatingly with chassis, selected 'componants, gpecially
| this -essential branch of radio knowledge.—Of all {8 matched walves and full diagrams and
booksellers, 5/-, or by post 5/6 from Georgo Newnes. instructions

“ Ltd. (Book Dept.), Tower House, Southampton Street : 3
Strand, London, W.C.2.

T Completely

Kit of parts Wired and
SR 1-watt A.C. Amplifi ‘;zizm "%h'e% saT esﬁw'

«N TEWNES TELEVISION AND SHORT-WAVE watt A.G. amphter el -4-0

N HANDBOOX.” by F, J. Camm.- Everything | § :-746A.C/DE ,, £2- 6-6 £3-4-10

Coil Formers, 4- and 6-pin, plain or threaded;
=7 |} 1/2cach s

UTILITY Micro Cursor Dials. Direcl and 160 : 1
Ratlos, 4/3.
- Orders 5{- and over sent Post ¥ree. Under 5/-
Dplease add 8d. postage. . |

about Drums, Neon Lamps, Shott-Wave Receivers, | 6-watt A.C, o, £6- 2-6 £1-0-0
Straight and Stuperhet Types; stc., etc.—Of all ‘hook- | 8-10 “"t"t'tt 4.C./pC., gs o 15 -0 g‘ -2-6
sellers, 5/-, or by post 5/8 from Gearge Newnes, Ltd. | § 19-7at 1A9 12 St 6~ Ad- @ ER272 - 6F
) { (Book I}ept,.), T%vwz:znomc, Southampton Street. Black Crackle Steel Cabinet 15/~ extra.
Cried O " W. il tone Straud, London, W.C.2. PREMIER Shart-Wave Condensers all-brass
N";l‘;‘fz w‘;lisper’,‘,‘fjﬁﬁz?ﬁ‘,‘g‘é;f L‘,{;g;;_’i, oot :ix;snstrgghon, wtglll‘g'rolgl 1§ula;.1/on. 13‘3 mmf,,
» Yes, my dear.” replied Eh, ODERN CIBRCUITS OF LEVERY TYPE are || ; mmf., g Hilides KI5 mnf,,
ToT %;rfvzgg:;l.y t}'z’fl}gral%‘E stands alone.” N described in_* S.u"y‘TeSted 'Wireless Ci‘.m“it‘&’” 2/3;- Mgl L i S R
Sce thnl FLUXITE 15 always. by you—in tf by F. J. Camm. " It gives instructions for wiring and PREMIER SHORT-WAVE COILS, 4- and 6-pin
house—garage— workshop—wherever sneedy sof assembling,” details of components and. motes ‘on ty]gles, 18-26, 22-47, 41-10, 78-170 metres, 2/~ each
dering is needed, Used for 30 vears in govern- qperation,—Of all booksellers, 2J6, or by post 2/10 | R with eircuit. Special set of S.W. Colls, 14-15
ment works and by leadlpg englneers and manu- from: George Newnes, Ltd., (Book Dept.), Tower House, meires; 4/9 set, with circuit. Premier 3-band
{‘/lﬂe:xl:nig'é?'s Of Ironmongers—in tins, 4d., 8d,, “ Southampton Street, Strand, London, w.C2 8.W. coil- 11-25, 19-43, 88-86 metres. Suitable
Ask to sce the FLUXITE SMALL-SPACE SOL- > : e SR T

DERING SET—compact but substantial—
i complete with full instructions, 7/6.

TO CYCLISTS ! Your wheels will NOT, kee,
round gnd true, unless the spokes.are ﬁcd-witﬁ
fine wire at the crossings AND SOLDERED,
This makes a much stronger wheel. 1i’s simple
—with FLUXITE—but IMPORTANT.

o,

The FLUXITE GUN is al dy- / éé 1 RE -
l:luxsi‘lle :II:I’ llll[.ee sso'lltlieerlln j‘gb“;:gsﬁﬁ‘lly.y Aoll{’tl}: YOU MUST HAVE A
ressun L 3 ri p
gpot and one chnrging laglll;mml)yt?gne;.h? {’”lgigé e e E’PREN"ER 1940 GATALOGUE
1/6. or filled 2/6. Thlak Quniquaisadanaioalc iR 111 PAGES' - - -  PRICE 6d
R £ eyt ghows the easy Way 'to : .
Write for Free Book op the arpof ““soft* solder- secure A LM .T B GET YOUR COPY TQ-DAY!
inz and ask for Leaflet on CASE-HARDENING A M.I.Meoh E., AM.ILE.E., . * Y
STEEL and TEMPERING TOOLS with FLUXITE AMIAE, .  AMIWT, - e
FLUXITE LTD. (Dept. W.P.). D A & A .M.I.R.E:, and similar qualifica- ! 8 4 S
st T, S)T'. Ié',‘}:.ﬁev WORKS ons. WE- GUARANTEE- NO PASS—NO ALL POST ORDERS TO: Jubilec Works; 167,
. - g!lﬁ.'* h?etﬁusb nrgh ézlve}: ':‘::ir“_olvmivl ‘l’goh Dg}z%m Lower Clapton Road, London, E.5. _.imherst-4723
OUTEEE 2 ran 8 O] Y ay 5 . i
} | i m‘:otor‘néornp, 7 l‘nd?dio Gsnd n.i:‘:!een?si:on l;gn. GA;-LERS TO : Juhl;ee Works, or our NEW
neering, Bui , Gover: 0t - g G.4.
| o | c fnept, etsc.t Yriwrg‘g }gh.ls Snlighbts;xrieneg Handbosk REMISES, e STREE(;I;)WEG%G”
A e Plidiuess S disiunet andont T, S0 trest, Ciapham, 3.
SIMPLIFIES ALL SOLDERING| British Institute of Engineering Technology, ‘M 3 Highs e T e 2381‘
e e V| | 402, Shakespenre House, 17,18, 19, Stratford PL, W1, ! : W ‘
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A Wonderful Work For All _Engineers,_

Newnes’

S Ny e e i o S

WITH the publication of this'varuable work you can now avail yourself of
 the knowledge of 47 PRACTICAL EXPERTS. These men have written.
down in simple Janguage .the results. of their years of experience, and at a
very nominal cost you can take advantage of this wonderful fund of expert
‘information. £ . Y :
Hundreds of special photographs, line drawings and'diagrams show in detail
all kinds of enginecring operations, from the rolling of a locomotive tyre to
the packing of a gland, and to the correct method of fitting a driving pulley

on a shaft. -

Of supreme interest to Works Engineers, Charge Engineers, Motor
Mechanics, Draughtsmen, Pattern Makers, Moulders, Fitters,
Turners and also Apprentices and Students. ;
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In'5 volumes, bound in ]
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Tie NEWNES & PEARSON PRINTING CO., LTp., Exmoor Street, London, W.10. Sole Agents for Australia and New Zealand : GORDON & GOTCH,

Africa : CENTRAL NEWS AGENOY,‘LTD_. Practical Wireless can be sent to any part of the world, post free, for 17s. 8d. per annum
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This Great New Work includes : (

Files and Filing. Driving Belts. Stationary
Petrol Engines. Surface Plates and Their Use.
Thg Transmission of Power. Operating Petrol
Yaraffin Engines. Babbitting Bearings., Turning
a Crankshalt and Flywheel. Centrifugal Pumps.
Turning a Piston and Piston Ring. Measuring
Pressure. Pattern Making. Turning a Phosphor
Brorze Bush and Valve Rod Gland Casting,
Pulsometer Steam Pumps. The Operation and
Maintenance of Power Hammers. Turning
Faces of Flanged Pipes. Turbines and Con-
densing Plant. Installation and Maintenance of

. Oil Engines. Turning a Square Thread. Steam

Traps. Installation of Lancashire Boifers.
Friction Clutches.  Steam, Water and Gas
Piping. The Heat Treatment of Steel. Filtration
of Used Lubrication Oils. Locomotive Engineer-
ing, Ecohomiser Operation and:-- Maintenance.
The Sliding, Surfacing . “and ~Screw-Cutting
Lathe. Injectors. Blast Furnace Practice.
Hand Sawing of Metals. The Refrigerating
Machine. Worm Gearing. Drawing Office
Practice. Metal Spinning. Electric Arc Welding.
Spur Gear Wheels, Boring and Screwing Work
in the Bell Chuck. The Care of Steain Boilers.
Brazing. Governors. Chip Clearances on Cutting
Tools. Maintenance of Marine Motors. In the
Repair Shop. Electric Arc Welding. Finding the
LH.P. of Automobile and Aero Engines. Special
and Alloy Steel. Boring Cutters and Counter-
bores. Machine Tools. Drills and Drilling.
Gearing Centres. - Useful Conversion Tables.
Angle and Triangle Problems .of Engineers,
Draughtsmen and Toolmakers. Connecting
Materials by Means of Shrinkage. The Vacuuni
Brake as Applied to Railway Vehicles. Gear
Teeth Testing. The Rachet Wheel and Pawl.
Tooth or Positive Clutches. Refrigeration.
Accuracy in Mechanical Work.  Gas Pro-
ducers. Mechanical Testing of Engineering
Materials. Removable Foundation Bolls.
Geared Motor Units. Paper-making Machin-
ery. The Electric Arc Welding of Cast Iron.
Cutting Stranded Wire Cables. Rechucking.

There are many fnqre subjects in this
invaluable engineering work.
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(George Newnes, Ltd.),
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The good humour of the
British soldier is proverbial !
In the face of privation and
discomfort Tommy is always
ready to crack a joke and
laugh at those of his feliows.
Here is a big, breezy collection
of some of the best humour
produced since the war
started.

At all Newsagents and Bookstalls.

LAUGHTER - MAKERS

THE WIT OFf THE
WORLD’S BEST

BERT THOMAS,

LEES,

WALLIS MILLS,

A. C. BARRETT,

TREYER EVANS,
G. S. SHERWOCD,
PETER PROBYN,

HYNES,
BATCHELOR,
FERRIER, eic.

By the World’s Best

Artists and Humorous
Writers :

b

A GREATLY ERLARGED HUMBER '

ALL THE BEST ARTISTS
Bert Thomas

Treyer Evans
Lees

Wallis Mills

G. S. Sherwood

Batchelor

Arthur Ferrier

D. L. Ghilchik
Peter Probyn
Bertram Prance, ete.

ALL THE BEST HUMOROUS WRITERS

K. R. G. Browne F. Keston Clarke
Will Scott Colin Howard '
Denis Dunn “ Artemas”’

J. Jefferson Farjeon A. P. Garland, etec.

Number

6D.

Spring

Ordcr a copy from your newsagent to-day.
Out Friday, March 15,

jundreds of Laughs

Gearge Newnes, Ltd.

Caorge Newnes, Lid. -
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Direct: Coupling
ANY attempts have been made in the
past to obtain improved quality by
departing from-normal methods of coupling
in the L.F. stages. Generally speaking
there are only resistance-capacity dnd trans-
former coupling, and although these may be
combined, the principles remain the sarme.
In each case the grid of the amplifying
valve is isolated from the H.T. supply,
either by a condenser or through the fact
that the two transformer windings are
electrically separate. . Many years ago a
system was developed jn which theegtid was
joined direct to a battery, and it was
claimed that a great improvement was
obtained, due to the lack of a time con-
stant im the grid circuit. Since those days
many attemnpts have been made  to
improve on the arrangement, and in this
issue we give constructional details of an
amplifier in which the grid is -actually
conrected, through resistances of course,
to the H.T. positive line. °This system,
known as direct-coupling owing to the fact
that the preceding anode is joined direct
to the following grid, has advantages when
it is properly made up, and we hope that the
details given will enable readers who are
interested in this arrangement to try dut
the schemse.

Licence for Valves

N last week’s issue we published a list of

valyeswhich can only be obtained when,
a-licence form has been sent to the postal
authorities. = The form in question was
previously only obtainable from Head Post
‘Offices, but supplies have now been sent to
all branch- and sub-offices and it is thus
possible to obtain the form from any normal
post office. This does not include the
smaller type of office which-is found in
conjunction with general stores, ete.

Gerald Cock

HE B.B.C. announcé that My, Gerald
Cock, M.V.0s, has been appointed its
North American representative in the
place of Mr. Felix Greene. The appointment
of North American Representative is made
for a limited period. Mr. Greene in the
normal course would have returned to
LEngland last autumn, but his replacement

was delayed by the war. .
Mr. Cock, who is the B.B.G.’s Director of

‘Television, lived for some years in America

and revisited New York last spring. The
war-time suspension ‘of ‘the television
service has made it possible for him to
succeed Mr, Greene as the B.B.C.’s repre-
sentative in New York. )

Lemmy Caution Calling
EN WRIGHT has been chosen to
create the radio character of Lemmy
Caution in a new geries of short plays
specially written for broadeasting by Peter

k% ; . &

7]
44
1
3

Jimmy Leonard, WLW announcer, who makes
things not too casy and nof loo hard for con-
festants on ‘" Marathon Melodies,” radiated by

that station to NBC op Fridays at 10.30 p.m.,

E.S.T. Leonard grew up in Florida, and made

his radio début with his good friend Red Barber,

the sports announcer. Others on the ** Marathon
Melodies”" show with him are Sylvia Rhodes,
vocalist, and Josef Cherniavsk, orchestra.

Editorial.and Advertisement Offices :
“ Practical Wireless,”” George Newnes, Ltd.,
Tower House, Southampton Street, Strand,
W.C.2. ’Phone : Temple Bar 4363.
Telegrams: Newnes, Rand, London.
% Registered at the G.P.O. as a newspaper and
for transmission by Canadian Magazine Post.

The Editor will be pleased to consider articles of a

practical nature suilable for publication in
PRACTICAL WIRELESS. Such articles should be
wiitten on one side of the paper only, and should:
contain the name und address of the sender. Whilst
the Editor does not hold himself responsible for
manuscripts, every effort will be made to retirn
them tf a stamped and addressed envelope 1s
enclpsed,  All correspondence intended for the
Editor should be addressed : The Editor, PRACTICAL
WIRELESS, George Newnes, Iid., Tower House,
- Southampton Street, Strand, W.C.2.
Quwing to the rapid progress in the design of i
- wiveless apparatus and to our efforts to keep our ;
readers vn touch withthe latest developments, we give
no warranty that' apparatus described in our
columns 1s not the subject of letters patent.

Copyright in all drawings, photographs and
articles published in PRACTICAL WIRELESS 1s
specifically reserveddhroughout the countries signa-
i tory to the Berne Convention and the U.S.A.
Reproductions or imitations of any of these are
thergfore expressly forbidden. PRACTIVAL WIRE-
LESS incw;ppidtes * Amateur Wireless.”
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Cheyney. He will be heard in the For the
Forces broadcast on March 14th.

“ Lemmy Caution Calling,’” is the title of
the series, and the first episode is ‘“ The
Big Shot.” The series should provide
some good, rousife dramatic fare for
Listenters in the various Services, for they are
full of action and based o strong gangster
situations, with the celebrated Lemmy as
the “ (7 man whose aim is to bring the
criminalg to the electric chair.

The Bing Boys
< HE Bing Boys are Here.”” ““ The Bing
Girls”” and “The Bing Boys on
Broadway,”’ three brilliant, colourful shows
of the last war, are the subjects of the Keith
Ayling and Leslie Baily programme, the
second in the series ““ The Story Behind the
Show,”" to be heard on March 15th. The
collaborators have prepared a most inter-
esting geript, and it is hoped to have in the
stydio George Robey, the original Lucifex
Bing : Violet Lorraine ; Clifford Grey, the
lyric writer; and Nat D, Ayer, the
composer. They will revive some ol the
high spots of the shows to which went the
fathers and mothers of men now in wniform.
““The Bing Boys are Here,”” was produced
at the Alhambra on February 12th, 1916.
and ran for 378 performances. The third of
the shows, * The Bing Boys on Broadway.”
was still running after the war was over.
Most people will have some outstanding
meémories of these great productions.

At the ¢“Black Dog?”
* A T the ‘Black Dog’,” the popular feature
which started in the Bmpire Pro-
gramme over two years ago and which
ultimately became a regular fixture in the
Home Programme, will be revived for the
Forces on March 15th. Later on, it may take
its place in the Home Service. There was
always a wonderful feeling of spontaneity
about the series, and the friendly atmosphere
of a small pub was most successfully con-
veved to listeners. No scripts were used,
and those taking part would probably
have an hour or so to get to know each
other before actually going on the air.
The Visitors’ Book at the * Black
Dog”’ is a grand mixed bag and includes
the names of film stars, musicians, radio
attists, churchmen, writers, footballers and
people from every conceivable trade or
profession. Gracie Fields has been there,
and other famous names which come to
mind at random are A. F. Tschiffely, the
great horseman and writer ; Valerie Hob-
son, one of the best of our British film
stars; George Allison, the well-known
football manager ; S. I. Hsiung, the author
of “TLady Precious Stream’; Leslie
Howard ; Jean Batten, the airwoman;
Primo Carnera; and F. S. Smythe of the
LEverest expeditions.

e
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How to Select Suitable Core Stampings, and How to

Assemble the

HEN selecting stampings, it is pref-
erable to use those of a square
rather than a shallow oblong

shape, as the former will invariably give a
better voltage regulasion figure. Inaddition
to this important consideration, the com-
pleted transformer will be more rigid and
the construction, generally speaking, more
satisfactory. Insulation is one item which
calls for particular consideration; bearing
in mind the voltages developed across the
H.T. secondary windings, it is absolutely
essential to see that adequate insulation is
provided between layers. It is not suffi-
ciently appreciated by many amateur
transformer constructors that a single
short-circuited turn can cause currents to
flow large enough to burn out the rest of
the windings or, at least, ruin all insulation
beyond repair.

One naturally thinks of the H.T. second-
aries carrying high voltages, but the wind-
ing used for the heater of a rectifying valve
is so often given no more consideration
than the other L.T. windings that a word
of warning would not be amiss. It must
be appreciated that the rectifier heater is
the supply point for the H.T. positive line
and that the maximum voltage (A.C.)
of the H.T. secondary winding will have
to be considered with respect to the heater
and the primary of the transformer.

When carrying out the winding opera-
tions, try and maintain a constant examina-
tion of tlie wire, as-any defective insulation
must be made good, and on no account
should minute kinks be allowed to pass
on to the bobbin. Tapping loops or points
also call for special care. If they are
brought out through holes in the cheeks of
the bobbins, see that the wire does not
cut into other turns and that a strip of
insulating material is placed above and
below the tapping wire.

Screened Primary

In most modern radio transformers it is
usual to provide a screen between primary

and secondary windings to assist in pre-

venting the passage of high-frequency
currents between the two sections. It is
not a difficult matter to embody a suitable
sereen as this need only consist of a strip
of copper foil, the width of the bobbin,
long enough to go round the primary
winding except for, say, 1/16th™ inch. In
other words, the foil must not be allowed
to form a complete loop, a small gap being
left between its two ends. The primary
winding should be covered with empire
cloth or dry paper before placing the foil
in position, and another strip of insulating
material placed over the screen before
winding on the secondary. When cutting
the foil, leave a narrow strip on one edge
to be hrought out to form its connection
to earth.

General Assembly

When all windings are finished, it is
advisable to mark all leads with some
means of identification, thus preventing
any errors in that direction. Once they
are marked, they should be twisted together
lightly so that they form the least obstruec-
tion to the assembly of the stampings
around and through the bobbin. _

Transformer - - - By

Before starting the assembly, sort out
the stampings into their respective. groups
so that alternate shapes can be picked
up casily and quickly, although there is
no need to rush this part of the work. Tt
is advisable to take a little time over the
matter and see that the stampings are
packed together in the proper manner
and as.tightly as possible. Sufficient
material must be available, and used, to
fill the core aperture of the bobbin, and
a little light tapping is permissible to get
the last two or three stampings in position,
but don’t go to the extremes and use
sufficient force to cut into the bobbin,

Once a compact body has been built,
clamping bars, preferably of metal, must
be fixed in position across two sides of the
assembly, these being held in position

- }', I
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’Iﬂ‘f

N

3 Bb

Fig. 1.—Showing how the clamping sirips
are made and fixed, and a suggestion
for a terminal beard.

by nuts and bolts as indicated by Iig. 1.
The bolts or threaded rod must be strong
enough to allow a reasonable pressure to
be exerted, as it is essential for the clamps
to be really tight to prevent any possible
vibration of the stampings. Pronounced
hum can be introduced into radio apparatus
by failure to attend to this item. The
clamping strips can be bent at right angles
at one end to form feet for fixing purposes
if so desired.

Terminal Strip

Most experimenters find it more ad-
vantageous to fit a proper terminal strip
for the connections to the various windings
than to leave loose wire ends. This is to
be recommended, as it not only allows
frequent connections to be made to clearly

L. O. SPARKS

marked points but it"also removes the risk
of the original wires breaking off, usually
just inside the cheek of the bobbin, by the
movement likely to be caused when con-
nections are made or undone. Fig. 2
shows a simple method of mounting a
terminal strip which should, ot course,
be made from reasonably stout insulating
material. Ebonite about 1in. thick,.or
fibre %in. thick, are the most suitable
materials, as they are easy to work and
have good insulating properties. The
example shown makes use of sockets for
the individual connections, but there is
no reason why terminals should not be
used, in fact they would, no doubt, provide
an easier and quicker method for most
experimenters.

Bobbins

Although these can be purchased, most
constructors prefer to malke their own
according to the core and stampings being
used. Providing a little care is taken in
the selection of the material, its marking
out and the actual construction, it is not
so difficult as it might appear at first sight.

Cardboard, even when it is stiff and
thick, is not satisfactory. It does not
possess sufficient rigidity and, if it is thick
enough to be strong, it makes a very
clumsy looking bobbin. The best material
is sheet prespahn or bakelised board, as
these are strong, rigid and easy to work.

The centre of the bobbin should be
marked out and cut as shown in Fig. 2,
the dotted lines indicating the folding
points whicl, to obtain a neat bend, should
be scored with a penknife. Don’t let the
ends overlap, otherwise a pronounced
bulge will be produced. If they butt
together and, when the former is folded
to shape, fit firmly into the cheeks, covered
with a layer of empire cloth, a neat and
strong job will be made.

The cheeks should just fit on to the ends
of the centre former, but it is essential to
see that all measurements are accurate.
There are several good adhesives on the
market for cementing all the parts together,
but don’t be too impatient over this part
of the work, do give the adhesive time to
set firmly.

Final Remarks

Whenever possible, meter tests should
be applied to all windings, with and
without current loads, before putting the
transformer into active use. The voltage
and current of the various windings should
be checked and, if a meggar is available,
insulation tests applied between all windines
and the core and all windings. -

b k2 do—a ——s! b b —lyfadal
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Fig. 2—The insulating material for the bobbin should be marked out as shown above.
Accitrate dimensions are essential.

-




T IVNSRe

A o

A = e TR S SRSt SRR S e e

e L B e 7 T S Y R S TR AR e

L N P i

T v el TRSST S5 R aWUEERTT N WIS TR W

g

x

= Marchr 16th, 1940

Radio

in the

- A Refresher Course for the Radio Mechanic—I1

"~HE announcement, made in these
pages a fortnight ago, that the
R.A.F. were encouraging applica-

tions from those wishing to enrol as radio
mechanics has created a considerable
amount of interest among readers. Large
numbers have inquired about the test which
they will be asked to undergo should they
apply for enrolment ; most are anxious to
have a fairly clear idea as to the standard
of radigp knowledge required. It issuggested
that those who are interested should make
inquiries at their local frecruiting office,
but it is possible to pass on the information
obtained from representatives of the Royal
Air Force.

Keen Constructors Encouraged

The main requiremeént is for keen
amateurs and from those who have had
some experience as service engineers. It
is by no means essential that applicants
should have an extensive knowledge of

Fig. 1.—Connections
for a bias resistor in
the cathode lead of a
pentode. The cathode
is made- positive in
vespect of the grid;
this is precisely the
same as making the
grid jnegative.

e
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wireless theory, but they should have a
fairly sound understanding of the funda-
mental principles. An ability to reason and
apply logical methods of deduction are
essential, but that is tantamount to saying
that sound common sense, blended with a
certain amount' of experience in radio
construction, testing and fault-finding, is
required. The recruiting officer approached
was anxious to make it clear that they are
prepared to give earnest consideration to
all applicants who can be classed as suc-
cessful home constructors; mnaturally,
additional ability is appreciated and will

greatly increase the possibility of rapid

promotion, with the consequential increase
in pay.

A point which should not be overlooked
isthat all successful apphcants will be given
a course of training in the particular type of
work which their duties will entail. This
means, in effect, that the keen amateur
will have an excellent opportunity to learn
more about his hobby, so that he can turn
it to successful account as a profession—
first in the Services and later, no doubt, in
civilian life.

Knowledge of the Superhet

It is not necessary here to go any more
deeply into the .question of prospects and
requirements, for additional information

By Frank Preston

can be obtained at any R.A.F. recruiting
office. It will be better, instead, to consider
the matter of the type of questions which
may be asked. Quite naturally, it is
impossible to state what questions will be
asked, or even- what questions previous
applicants have been required to answer.
But it is evident that a fair knowledge of
the superhet is necessary; at least the
recruiting officer with whom the matter
was discussed laid emphasis on the superhet.

questions and suggested replies it should
be found that many other points are
brought to mind. Those points also should
be settled without delay, preferably by
working out a suitable answer and then by
checking it by making reference to one of
the books referred to above.

Some Questions and Answers
Let us start with a few fairly simple
questions ; others of a slightly more

Those making application for enrolment as radio mechanics

are required fto pass a te.

Succers n thi [ may mean

immediate promotion. At the end of this ariitle are some

questions of a type which may be asked (it is not suggested

that any of them have been asked) along with what can
: be considered suitable replies

That fact will, I know, tend to upset'a few
readers because there is still a small
minority who look upon the superhet as a
very complicated arrangement which is
difficult to understand. The majority know
that this idea is false.

Nevertheless, it is a fact that it is im-
possible to have anything like a sound
knowledge of superhet operation if a simple
“ straight”’ circuit is not understood first,
and if the underlying principles of design
of all the widely-used components are not
known. It would therefore be almost
useless to commence an intensive study of
the superhet before making quite sure that
you have a fair working knowledge of
simpler circuits.

Helpful Books

Obviously, it wouald not be possible in
the course of two or three articles to pretend
to give a complete course in wireless, and
it is therefore suggested that those: who
wish to ‘‘ start at the beginning*’ should
obtain a copy of “ The Practical Wireless

Encyclopzdia.”” Other books which will

also be extremely useful are “ Kveryman’s
Wireless Book,”’” ““ Sixty Tested Wireless
Circuits ”” and “ Coils, Chokes and Trans-
formers.”” Any or all of these can be ob-
tained from any bookseller or direct from
The Publisher, (George Newnes, Ltd., Tower
House, Southampton Street, ILondon,
W.C.2, who can also supply a catalogue of
wireless books.

Instead of attempting to provide a
complete course of instruction in this series,
I shall simply ask and answer a number of
questions which are, in my opinion, of a
type which may be asked by the examining
officer., The questions will not be graded
in order of difficulty, or in any other order
for that matter, but will be taken almost at
random. It is not suggested that any
reader who learned all the guestions and
answers by heart would stand the remotest
chance of passing the examining officer.
But I believe that any reader who can
make an intelligent attempt at them
would have excellent prospects. This is
because to answer them the reader must
know farmoreof his subject than is wrapped
up in the actual answers. Tn reading the

. —

advanced nature will be given in later
articles of this series.

How s grid-bias applied to an indirectly-
heated valve, and how can the value of the bias
resistor be found when the characteristies of
the valve and its associated circuit are known ?

Bias is obtained by making use of the
voltage drop across a resistor included
between the cathode of the valve and the
earth or H.T.— line, as shown in Fig. 1.
Since the H.T. current for the valve flows
through the resistor, there is a drop in
voltage or potential across it. The voltage
is proportional to the value of the resistor,
in ohms, and the current passing through it.

It is generally neccssary to by-pass the
resistor by means of a fixed condenser ; this
provides a free path for H.F. or audio-
frequency _currents. The condenser may
have a value of about 1 mfd. for an H.F.
or I.F. valve, but the value should be
increased up to, say, 25 mfd. (electrolytic)
for an L.F. valve.

The value of the resistor is found by
dividing the required G.B. voltage by the
anode current (expressed in amps.). Thus,
if the required G.B. voltage were 10 and
the total H.T. (anode plus screen) current
were 8 mA. or 8/1,000 amp., the resistance

—
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Fig. 2,—Essential parts of a superhet, where
rectangles are used to indicale the stages.

ghould have an ohmic value of ten times
1,000/8, which equals 1,250 ohms.

What is meant by the term  intermediate-
frequency amplification”’ 2

This term, used in superhet practice,
refers to amplification whieh takes place
between the frequency-changer and the
second detector (see Fig. 2). In a superhet,
the aerial or input circuit is tuned to the
frequency of the signal being received,

(Continued on page 13)
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Further Notes on How to Derive Pleasure and Instruction from
- Listening to Good Music, by. Our Music Critic, MAURICE REEVE

NQUESTIONABLY the greatest aid
to the full understanding and com-
prehension of a work of music of

any pretension—next to key—is a grasp
of the plan, or form, to which it is written.
Nothing can be entirély formless and at
the same time intelligent. And the ab-
stract qualities of music render this problem

.of even greater importance than usual—

great-as it is in all things. Naturally, the
harmonic and melodic patterns and weav-
ings are almost entirely ruled by the type
of framework into which they are going to
be fitted. A composer sets out to write
a symphony or sonata just as a builder
sets out to build a house. Not a hote of
the one or a brick of the other is laid until
the plan has been decided upon and studied
in the fullest detail. But owing to the
““ concrete *” character .of a house, and to
our lifelong usage of it, as opposed to the
“abstract”’ qualities of music, the house
is to us as a language is, something which
we can understand, and of which we can
use the amenities. With a major work of
music, however, it is, for the opposite
reasons, impossible to find our way about
it with any reasonable prospect of deriving
either benefit or pleasure, without first
studying the * plans *’ with a modicum of
care. ’

* Sonata > form is a subject I hope to
deal with shortly in a separate article, It
is by far the most important of the forms,
and is used for the construction of almost
all the major works of music outside of
opera and church music. Even a slight
acquaintance with it will throw a beam of
light on a symphony, sonata, or quartet
that will rescue it for us from a veritable
“black-out ’and enable us to view it in
the brilliant sunshine. -

Rhythm and Accent

With formis linked up rhythm and accent,
the construction of a phrase and of different
types of phrases (themes, melodies, sub-
jects, according to their character and

allotted place in the scheme), and the recur-’

ring rhythmic pulse and accents.

A knowledge of harmony would complete,
or round off, our knowledge of key as
discussed in the last article. It takes us
far beyond the mere recognition, anticipa-

" tion and blending of keys as .colours do

the ability to trace a single line of notes
(part or voice) through the texture. Then
we follow two lines together and so on, until
we hear the whole pattern as we would
see one if looking at a carpet.

I think the facility for picking up these
“branches of listening (also the faculty to
recognise the tones of the different instru-
ments in an orchestra), will be greatly.
enhanced if the basic principle of key and
key recognition are first ;mastered. The
incentive will moast certainly receive an
added impetus and encouragement, becanse,
when all is said and done, key is music,
It is the heart and the core, and in thousands
of cases it is the only thing that matters—
in the small forms such as songs, carols,
and ditties of all sorts.: It is only when we

begin to climh the ladder of, shall I say,
musical sophistication, and its.ever-enlarg-
ing horizons, that these other subjects,
more especially form, enter.

I would like to conclude this brief sketch
by getting back to its title, *‘ Listening to
Musie?” What we have done so far, as
necessary here as anywhere, is to gather
the material together essential for good,
keen and intelligent listening ; now enters
that element which to many will seem the
most urgent, the complete enjoyment of
great music.. ““ For,”” they may well say,
“-although you have helped us to under-
stand the niceties of a-symphony, and the
polyphony of 'a quartet, you have not given
us any guarantee that we will enjoy these
things when we hear them. That is what
we want the ability to do, rather than to

‘criticise and be scholarly.”” True, my

friends. You want to be like thousands
are who watch cricket, who, whilst wishing
to intelligently understand what is going
on, don’t wish to feel as though they were
umpiring a test match., They want to
browse on the grass round the boundary,
quietly smoking, or drinking lemonade.

Mental Attitude
This will depend on the correct mental
state we approach great music in, no
matter how advanced or eclementary our
knowledge of it may be. It scems there
are two requirements here, Tirstly, never
begin to listen to it in a totally unprepared
frame of mind as you would always be when
anything comes upon you unawares. Never
be casual about it ; always try to ascertain
beforehand that it is taking place at such
and such a time, and that you will be
there. Tor, T am afraid, it is not a *“ hardy”’
plant which we can casually confront with
pleasure, like so much of the entertainment
we get nowadays. It is not entertainment
at all. It is a foreed, <hot-house plant of
the most exotic perfumes and colourings,
“and, like all such things, cannot stand the
frequent icy blasts of casuality and pro-
miscuity which surround many other art

forms. The air which we frequently give-
to a radio item of ‘ That sounds nice;.

we'll leave it on for a bit and see what it’s
like,”” is absolutely fatal. If, under such
conditions, you should succeed in obtaining
any mental reaction to the work at all, it
would almost bound to be unfavourable.
If, on the other hand, it should be favour-
able, this happy state would not be reached
until the work was nearing its conclusion,
upon which the effedt would immediately
evaporate. The result would of necessity
be that, long before the next item had also
been brought to an end, your favourable
impressions of the former item would
almost, if not entirely, have evaporated.
Certainly your ability to retain even a slight,
- recollection of a beautiful theme or other
striking passage would be very small.

In fairness to the music, make adequate
preparation for listening. to it, and be
certain that you will at least be in & mood
and a frame of mind for appreciating it.
You cannot enjoy excellent food or wine

unless you are hungry for it, and it is the
same with good music. .

Secondly comes the all-important gues-
tion of the proper frame of mind, or mental
state, in which ‘we should try to be when
listening to good music. How should we
approach the music? What should we
look for in it or expect from it ? Should
we expect anything ? You may reply that
all this will depend on what the music is.
We couldn’t avoid looking. on Beethoven’s
third symplony from even a slightly
different angle than the one from which we
view his seventh., And we certainly
can’t avoid thinking of Beethoven or Mozart
in a very different light from Tschaikowsky
-or Ravel, and expecting something quite
different from each.
Treating Music as Absolute

But I have, personally, always adopted
the principle, and a few exceptions here
and there will only serve to emphasise the
general soundness of the idea. Treat all
good music as ‘" absolute’ as 1 defined
that word in a previous article. Certainly
do not look for stories and programmes
where none exist, or ever did exist. And
even in such classic examples of programme
music ag Beethoven’s Pastoral Symphony
they are much more enjoyahle and satisfy-
ing when divorced fromn their programme.
At least, I find them so. I do not suggest
for one moment that it is not helpful, as it
is certainly interesting, to know of the
story or motive which inspired the work.
Even such an extraneous and unnecessary
appendage as the “ Napoleonic dedication
to the Iroica Symphony  is helpful. But
what 1 mean is this: forget all about
Napoleon, cows, cuckoos or thunderstorms
when listening to either of those works.
Concerning the former, at any rate, the
pastoral loveliness pervading every bar of
it obtrudes itself with such an ample
sufficiency that there should be no possible
need for anyone to want to refer to their
programme notes to see what it is all
about, 3

Of course some works must stand or fall
by the realism with which they portray
what they set out to paint if for the very
reason that they intended from the outset
to do little else. Operatic music comes
into this category. All Wagner’s genius
would not have been sufficient to place
him in his pre-eminent position had he
failed to “sweep us off our feet with the
marvellous realism of his canvases. The
Venesbury music, the “ Ride of Valkyries,”
and a hundred other examples, are as
vivid as any painting, providing we know
the story they set ont to portray. They
are the. supreme examples of programme
music, unmatched in  their alility to
transport us to the scenes and places they
describe. But the fact that they do this
to millions of peopls whilst listening to
them in the concert hall, without any aid
whatever from scenery, costume or words,
is surely proof positive that.all music can,
and should, be listened to as I have tried
to advocate in this article. o

N
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The QSL Exchange
OU will remember that I raised the
question some weeks ago of the
QSL exchange. I expressed the
opinion that it was unfair for a reader to
adorn his den with verification cards
which he had not obtained in the
orthodox way, but merely by exchang-
ing them with other short-wave fans.
I said that a den so adorned was
intended to give the impression that the
owner of the den himself had received
programmes from the stations represented,
and had obtained verifications. Thus the
whole value of the verification card was
lost.

Since that time both sides have ex-
pressed their views in the correspondence
page, and we have received about an
equal quantity of letters from those in
favour and from those against. I am
asked to exercise my casting vote, and I
now say that the motion that we should
continue to publish requests for QSL
exchanges is lost. Therefore, will readers
please note that we cannot publish further
offers to exchange. It is not my wish
that the QSL card shall have no greater
value than a cigarette picture.

Wireless as a Profession
THE recent broadcast appeal for those
with technical knowledge of radio
to join the new wireless trade created in
connection with the Services has pro-
duced to date nearly 15,000 applications.
Our recent survey of radio careers was a
much-appreciated feature, and we are still
receiving large numbers of letters from
readers who want to enter the radio trade
as a profession, or to study for it. The
suggestion has been made that we should
run a regular feature dealing with radio
careers. I ‘therefore invite the- opinion
of my readers on this suggestion so that
I can lay mass evidence, if any, before the
Editor.

T understand that a large number of those
who have already applied for the vacancies
which have been advertised are readers of
this journal, who have paid graceful and
grateful tribute to the IEditor and for
the technical knowledge supplied by
Pracrica. WirgLEss and the technical
books we issue in connection with it. Those
who wish to obtain a first-class knowledge
of radio cannot do better than study our
series of handbooks which include * The
Practical Wireless Encyclopzdia’ (now,
unfortunately, increased in price to 7s. 6d.,
but worth fen times the price), *“ The
Practical Wireless Short-wave Manual,”
“ BEveryman’s Wireless Book,”” ¢ The
Short-wave Manual’® (a new volume),
“ Wireless Transmission for Amateurs”’
(now increased in price to 3s. 6d.), “ Wire-
less Coils, Chokes and Transformers,”

“Sixty Tested Wireless Circuits,”” * Tele- ~

vision and Short-wave Handbook,”” * Work-
shop Calculations, Tables and Formule,”
and “ The Practical Mechanies Handbook.”’
A catalogue of our technical books will be
sent free to any reader applying to the
Manager of the Book Dept., George Newnes,
Ltd., Tower House, Southampton Strest,
Strand, W.C.2.
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Those engaged in the manufacturing side
should certainly take each week our new
companion weekly, Praclical Engincering
(4d. every Thursday).

Distortion
NE of the queries which frequently
avises in letters addressed to me
personally concerns the cure and forms of
distortion. For perfect reproduction the
sound issuing from the loudpseaker should
be an aural replica of what is taking place
in the broadcasting studio. When this fails
to happen. as judged by a critical ear,
or by movements of a tell-tale needle in-
serted at correct points in the power
feeds, distortion is taking place. It is
not generally believed that the high-
frequency section of a wireless receiver
is often the cause of distortion blamed
on the low-frequency side. The intro-
duction of so many high-powered broad-
casting stations has made the question
of selectivity rather an acute one. When
a station is sending out speech or music
it broadcasts, in addition to the carrier
wave, other frequencies which are known
as sidebands. These are spaced equally
on either side of the carrier frequency,
and may extend as far as 7,000 to 8,000
cycles either side.

A receiver of the ordinary type boasting
of razor-edge selectivity cuts off a large
section of these sidebands, or at least
reduces their amplification to such an extent
that they compare very unfavourably
with the amount of amplification accorded
to the lower frequencies. Anyone musically
inclined will realise that the higher fre-
quencies bring about the brilliance or
timbre, and if they are not present, then
quality must to a certain extent be reduced’

If the constructor of a wireless receiver
finds himself in a cleft stick, owing to his
desire for adequate selectivity without
cutting sidebands, he can adopt what has
come to be known as band-pass tuning.

In the modern arrangement we have
three main types. In every case it will be
noticed that there are two tuned circuits,
and energy is transferred from one circuit
to the other by a mutual magnetic inter-
action, a coil common to both tuned circuits,
or a carefully controlled capacity coupling.

The frequency response of each circuit
is thus combined, and it is possible to make
the complete circuit accept {requencies
over quite a wide range and almost wholly
reject the others. In other words, brilliance
and reproduction are maintained, together
with selectivity.

Another very marked cause of distortion

is the use of ‘“‘shaddy’ components
of doubtful origin. Too often is a set
blamed for distoxtion when the fault 1s
located in the fact that it is being starved
of its H.T. )

Returning now to the question of
frequency distortion, the items chiefly
responsible for this are the methods of
coupling between the valves and the
loudspeaker itself. Taking the first-named.
it must be remembered that if’ L.I'. trans-
formers are employed, the jprimary or
input winding must have an adeguate
primary inductance. This does not neces-
sarily mean that the transformer with the
largest size is going to zive the best results.
Modern development has produced trans-
former cores which are quite small compared
to the carly tvpes. It is also necessary to
maintain the mductance high even when
quite large anode currents {rom the valve
pass through the primary winding, so
this case 1t Is necessary to learn whether o
manufacturer guarantees the inductance
in henries to be a certain value up to
given current, and then fake steps not t
exceed that current.

With inadequate primary inductance in
transformers, there will be a loss of the
bass frequencies, so that even if you havt
the most perfect sound reproducer coupled
to the sef, il the bass frequencies are lost
they will not be heard from the loudspeaker.

Wireless for the Blind Fund
T is interesting to note that during the
ten vears since its inception in 1929 to
the end of last October, nearly £166.000
had been collected for the British Wireless
for the Blind Fund. Of this sum,
£151,500 was expended on sets and access-
ories for blind listeners, and there was o

balance of nearly £2,000 in hand.

All sets provided by the Fund, says the
annual report. nre of modern loudspeaker
type. Their distribution is carried out by
150 local weltare agencies.

B.B.C. Handbook for 1940

HE B.B.C. is taking its part in the
dissemination of news all over the
world in counteracting falsehood, in helping
to make known the British point of view,
but there is another side to the radio war.
The B.B.("'s war-time job is also to learn
what is being said about Britain by others.
It has to listen night in, night out, to the
“news’” and the propaganda broadeast from
Germanyand it has also to keep track of what
neutral countries are thinking. The B.B.U. is
not only the Voice of Britain; it has become
the Ear of Britain. An article entitled ¢ Lis-
tening Post, 1939,”" in the B.B.C. Handbook
for 1940, which was published on March 4th,
traces the growth of the new Monitoring
Service which records, translates, summar-
ises and distributes daily some two hundred

broadeasts in twenty-five languages.
Listeners who are interested in the story
of events behind the mierophone can obtain
the B.B.C. Handbook from booksellers and
bookstalls, or direct from the B.B.C.
Publications Department, The Grammar
School, Scarle Road, Wembley, Middiesex,
or on application to any Regional Office.
Its price 1s two shillings, or 2s. 4d. by post,
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Precautions to be Taken When Using
Headphones with a Mains Set, and
- Points About Matching

N the earlier days of radio headphones
were the only practicable means of
reproduction, since the power output

of the set was too small for any other
means. As loudspeakers became more
efficient and less costly, headphones passed
out of general use. The disadvantage of
being tied to the set by ’phones con-
tributed to their displacement, since several

EXTENSION \2 MFD

TERMINALS 500V

2

Fig. 1.—0ne method of phone isolation, with high
impedance exiension.

people could listen simultaneously to a
speaker. )
There are, nowadays, many circum-
stances in which the use of headphones is
an advantage. Some people may switch
off the set because of the nuisance caused
to others who may not want to listen.
Again, for a deaf person to hear in comfort,
the volume level of the set speaker - must
be raised to a level unbearable for those
with normal hearing. As shown by the
Queries Section of this journal-there are
many people wanting a safe and efficient
method of wusing headphones with their

sets.

Precautions To Be Taken

The, conniection of 'phones to any set is
subject to several important precautions,
especially if the set is mains operated.

* Indiscriminate connection is highly danger-

ous and must be rigorously discouraged.

The chief precaution to be taken is
against the risk of shock to the wearer of
the *pHones, due to the contact of the metal
headband or other metal parts of the *phones
with the listener’s head. It is essential to
earth efficiently one side of the *phones, so
that the voltage at the earpieces cannot rise
to a dangerous value. For this to be done
the ’phones must be isolated from the set.
The two methods recommended for this are
shown in¥Figs. 1 and 2. Either condensers
are used, one 2 mfd. 500 volts working at
least in each lead, or, better still, a trans-
former of suitable ratio is fitted between the
*phones and the output from the set. Two
condensers should be used, since in some
A.C.-D.C. sets a mains leakage may occur
across some internal component in the set,
or it may not be possible to earth one side
of the speaker circuit. The transformer
method is the better : the transformer used
should be dependable and efficiently
insulated. -

Matching ’Phones To Set

It is desirable for the apparent volume
from the ’phones to be the same as that
from the speaker, so that the two umnits
may be used simultaneously. Tt is more
difficult to match ’phones to the set than
it is to match extension speakers, where it
is merely a question of matching imped-
ances. \With 'phones the impedance does
not concern us ; but ounly a fraction of the
power output is required, and so if the
’phones are used alone the surplus power
must be dissipated in some way. The
volume of the speaker and ’phones varies
with their sensitivities, and so the following
details are not critical, but will give good
results with average units.

The most readily accessible place for any
connection to the set is the extension
speaker socket. Here any output im-
pedance from 1 ohm to about 20,000 ohms
may be encountered.

If the output is of high impedance, then
either a suitable step-down transformer
between ’phones and the output, or else
a high resistance in series with the *phones
will be needed to reduce the volume to

bearable limits. To give a typical case, a -

battery output pentode of impedance
about 11,000 ohms would need a step-down
transformer of ratio 7-1 to match ’phones
of 4,000 ohms overall resistance. If the

HED

Fig. 3.—Volume control circuit for cither high or
low impedance extensions. For impedance Z value

of R=2Z ohms.

TRANSFORMER . &
o SECONDARY

oo

Fig. 4.—Simple type of tone control for use in
conjunction with Fig. 2.
“C .01 to .1 mfd. *
L 3 to 12 henries.

other method is wused a 500,000 ohm
variable resistance is suitable. This serves
as a rough volume control.

The extenision impedance is commonly
of, the order of 5 ohms. For 'phones of
4,000 ohms a step-up transformer of ratio
about 3-1 will serve.

If 7.5 or 15 ohm impedances are required,.

then a transformer_of ratio 1-1 will be suit-
able. Here it is.advisable to reduce the
overall resistance of the ’phones from

EXTENSION :
TERMINALS
=

LOW IMPEDANCE EXTENSION — STEP UP
HiGH |IMPEDANCE EXTENSION ~— STEP DOWN
Fig. 2.—An alternative method of phone isolation,
with low impedance extension.

4,000 ohms to 1,000 ohms by changing
themy from the usual series connection to
parallel.: In doing this care must be taken
that the two positive and the two negative
’phone terminals vespectively, are con-
nected together. Otherwise the sounds fed
to each ear will be out of phase, with
unpleasant results. .

For ligh impedance extensions the

~ - . iy >
transformer ratio isroughly \/ Z.  and for
V200,
low impedance extensions is ,\/ 200 swhere
Z,

7 is the extension impedance.

For high impedance a step-down, and
for low impedance a step-up, transformer is
used.

The ratio is not very critical, and may
even be twice or half as much.

’Phones Used Alone

It has been assumed so far that the load
on the output stage is being maintained by
the connection of either the set speaker,
or some extension simultaneously with the
’phones. If the ’phones alone are to be
connected, as may frequently be the case,
some means of dissipating the unwanted
power is to be incorporated. The primary
or secondary of the 'phone transformer is
shunted by a suitable resistance, and since
this must be capable of dissipating the full
power output of the set, it is best placed
across the primary of thé transformer. It
should be of about 3 or 5 watts rating.
Here again the value of the resistance is
not eritical, but it should be about twice
the extension impedance value. A potentio-
meter is usged, this also serving as a volume
control for the ’phones. Tig. 3 shows a
suitable arrangement for both high and low
impedance extensions. This will give a
range of volume both below and above the
set speaker volume, whether speakers are
connected simuitaneously or not. The
“phone transformer need not be expensive ;
since its power handling capacity is small,
a midget type will be suitable.

Tone Control

Since the novmal tone controls of the
set will work just as well with "phones as
with the set speaker, there is no need to fit
any additional control for the normal
listener. The frequency range of norma
‘phones is not wide, but with a transformer
of suitable ratio most people will be satisfied
by the quality of reproduction. If some
degree of tone control is required, however,
and deaf persons may need either bass or
treble lift, this is easily incorporated as
shown in Iig. 4.  With low impedance
extension, a transformer of higher step-up,
and with high impedance éne of lower step-
down, ratio than usual is used, with an
induetive or reactive network between the
‘phones and the transformetr secondary.
LExperiment must determine the best values
of the components for individual require-
ments. The condeuser capacity may be
.01 to .1 mfd.. and the choke .3t» 12
henvies, The ’phones should be paralleled
as described before to give a resistance of
1,000 ohms, since then the . effect of the
inductive impedances will be improved, .

v
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ANY listeners attempt to use a simple
single-valve set for short-wave work
and succeed in obtaining only a few

long-distance stations. Others, as may be
seen from the extensive logs published in
our correspondence columns from time to
time, succeed with a similar simple set in
obtaining signals from the farthest ends of
the earth. In many cases, of course, local
conditions and existing climatic conditions
will play a large part in the performance
of a receiver, but with a simple detector
stage the efficiency of the reaction circuit
is of the utmost importance. A detector
valve without reaction is very little better
than a crystal receiver, but when reaction
is applied the results are comparable with

OSCILLATION
R TAKES PLACE
B A

Fig. | —Reaction
backlash is shown
by an overlap of
the control. Oscil-
lation should cease
af the same point
as that at which
it commences.

the addition of a good H.F. stage to the
crystal. Owing to the peculiar working
of reaction circuits, however, very few
listeners realise how wvaluable this part of
the set can prove. The reaction control
should operate exactly the same as an L.F.
volume control in a receiver, building up
signal strength gradually, and just as
smoothly taking the set out of oscillation.
But how often is this effect found ? Try
the control on your receiver, with the set
tuned to a very weak distant station.
What do you find? Probably, as the
control is turned the signal builds up and
suddenly there is a ““plop” as the set
goes into oscillation. What happens then ?
You turn the control in the opposite diréc-
tion until the set comes out of oscillation,
and when this has been accomplished you
bhave a given signal strength. But on
advancing the reaction control again you
can obtain an increase to the point where
the oscillation occurs. But owing to the
overlap, or backlash as it is called, you
find you have to try three or four tlmes
before you can get the reaction control to
the exact point where signals are at maxi-
mum and oscillation or howling does not
set in.

Threshold Howl

This overlap-is indicated in Fig. 1, where
the point of oscillation on an imaginary
dial is indicated and the point to which
the control has to be turned to stop oscilla-
tion is also shown. The ideal condition is
that where the same movement of the

SHORT-WAVE REACTION
EFFICIENCY

Points Which Underline the Design of
an Effective Reacting Detector Circuit

By W. J. DELANEY

control is needed to take the set out of
oscillation as is npeeded to take it into
oscillation. This can be accomplished
quite easily. Before dealing with the
effects and the cure, however, there is
another trouble which is often experienced
in a reaction circuit, and that is where
as soon as the set has broken into oscillation
ag already mentioned a high- pitched howl
also sets in, and cannot be stopped until
the set has been taken out of oscillation.
This, from the fact that you are trymg
to work on the * threshold of oscillation,”
and that a howl is set up, gives rise to the
term “* threshold howl,” and also is fairly
easily cured.

Detector Anode Circuit

To understand fully the causes of the
two effects just described, let us look at
the anode circuit of the detector valve.
There will usually be an H.I". choke con-
nected direct to the anode, and then,
between the low-potential end of the
choke and the H.T. supply there will be a
pair of *phones, a transformer primary or a
remstanoe—dependent upon the type of
receiver in use. Across the choke and the
anode component, whatever it may be,
there will be a voltage drop, dependent
upon the anode current of the valve. If,
now, you include a milliammeter in the
anode circuit of a valve which is provided
with a reaction control, you will see that
with no reaction thcre will be a steady
anode current reading dependent upon the
H.T. voltage and the particular charac-
teristics of the valve. If, now, the reaction
control is set hard over, so that the valve
oscillates, you will find that the anode
current reading has fallen. This is, in
fact, the method of testing for oscillation,
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as by earthing the grid of the valve, hy
touching it with the imgex the oscillation
will cease and the meter necdle will rise
to the original reading, or a point very
near it. Now from standard electric
formule we know that the voltage drop
across a resistance is dependent upon the
current flowing through it, and the greater
the current, the greater the voltage drop,
or jthe difference in potential between the
ends of the resistance.

From this it will therefore be obvious
that under certain conditions there will be
a given anode voltage applied to the
detector valve, but as reaction is advanced
and the valve passes into an oscillating
condition, the actual voltage applied to the
anode will vary, the HL.T. voltage increasing
as reaction iucreases, due to the lowered
anode cwrrent and the consequent reduced
voltage drop across the anode load. There
is thus a double effect on the valve., Winlst
you are increasing the coupling between
the anode and grid—or. in other words,
increasing reaction—the H.T. is automatic-
ally inercasing and {the two combine to
produce the sudden blirsting into oscillation
already referred to. Turning back the
reaction confrol does not reduce the
oscillation until a large adjustment has
been made, as it has no effect on the H.T.
whilst the oscillation is taking place, and
thus a relatively large movement is neees-
sary to produce stability, and this is at a

A HI+
Fig. 2.—Typi- J
cal ano
circuit indicat-
ing the com- e
ponents which
a]r e foTuhn d
there. is i
explains the E HR CLOKE
reasons for REACTION
threshold CRCUT :
howl, s
[
A\
\\b“‘/

point bevond that at wlich the set went
into oscillation.

Cures

The threshold bowl is due to the fact
that when the valve hursts into oscillution
a momentary change in anode current
takes place and this stops the oscillation,
but the reaction control iz in such o position
that the change in the H.T. voltage due
to the cessation of oscillation again causes
a condition of osecillation, which just as
quickly ceases aguin. This oseillation and
stopping takes place fairly rapidly and
produces the howl already referred to.
It is obvious from these remarks that the
first and most important factor to be
watched is the H.T, voltage applied to
the anode. This must be of such a value
that the changes which take place due to
the oscillation have the least effect. The
voltage varies according to the wvalve,
and tests may have to be earried out to
find the best working voltage, although the
valve-makers usually give the necessary
value on their data sheets. Next, the
value of the grid leak and condenser must
be so selected that the working point on
the curve of the valve also takes up o
position where the effects just mentioned
arc at a minimum. Thus, there are thre
essential points to be watched—H.T,,
value of grid leak, and grid coudenser
A little experiment should enable suitable
values to be found where, with the particu-
lar valve in use, the valve goes smoothly into
oscillation and just as smoothly slides out,'!
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Speaker Volume Control
URING my experiments I found the
necessity for a tone control, volume
control, and switch on each low-impedance
extension speaker, so I connected them as
in the diagram below.
I have not seen low-impedance speakers

=t TONE CONTROL
PRy
|
)
SWITCH
TO EXTENSION
SPEAKER TERMI

EXTENSION
SPEAKER

VOLUNECONTROL

A volume control arrangement for an exiension
speaker.

connected like this, and I believe it is
original. The volume control can he
varied accorditig to the impedance of the
speech coil—R. Jomwnsox (Yateshury).

Adjustable Nut Tweezers

NI of the troubles that I find par-
ticularly annoying when *“ doctoring *’
a wireless chassis is that when replacing a
component on the chassis after testing,
bolts are sure to slip and fall on to the
chassis, so that it either has to bhe turned
upside down or the missing bolts have to
be fished for with a pair of long-nosed
pliers, which, owing to their breadth, can-
not always be used in the limited space in
a wireless chassis.

I decided to cure this trouble and have
evolved an instrument of reasonahle
efficiency, the design of which I enclose.

The instrument itself should be con-
structed of some fairly thick metal which
has some degree of springiness. The two
pieces of metal marked D and B are of
thin tin, and are bent over the strips, so
as to form sliding collars.

The size of the holes drilled depends
on the size of the threaded bar used, so
is not marked in sketch.

The width between the jaws is con-
trolled by the middle bar, which is moved
backwards and forwards between the two
outer bars. The distance between the two

ru-n-u-n-n.u-o-n‘ Yam ) -  ap— )-001

THAT DODGE OF YOURS!

Everr Reader of “ PRACTICAL WIRE. g
LESS’’ must have originated somelittle dodge ﬁ
which would interest other readers. Why

not pass it on to us ? We pay £1-10-0 for the g
¢ best hint submitted, and for every other item

! published on this page we will pay halfia- !
guinea, Turn thatidea of yours to account by

sending it ih to us addressed to the Editor, i
“PRACTICALWIRELESS,'" George Newnes, 3
Ltd.,, Tower House, Southampton Strecet, a
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pairs of bolts at ¥ and G, which keep the
two outer bars rigidly connected, should be
just enough to allow the middle bar to
slide smoothly. The longest of the three
bars at the extreme end of the strip C
should be about an inch long and should
be rigidly connected at the middle to the
strip C, while the ends should he passed
through the bolt holes in the tin collars
and anchored outside by bolis, the loosening
and tightening of which controls the width
betiveen the jaws.

The best way of making the inch-long
slots at J, K. M, and N is to drill a row ol
lioles close together after which the burr
should be filed down.—J. R. Woop (Aber-
deen). .

A Station Indicating Dxtension

Speaker System
HAVL\'C built a new radiogram, using

the original receiver chassis only,
it occwrred to me that it would be well
worth while converting the original re-
ceiver cahinet into a self-indicating exten-
sion  speaker, retaining the original
appearance by keeping the control knobs
as they werec.

To carry out this idea properly, I decided
that some sort of remote control scheme
was necessary with regard to the station
indicating lights, this being eflected by
simply attaching an extension shaft to the
receiver tuning condenser, a simplc ebonite
cam and contact assembly being ineorpor-
ated on this shaft.

= A separate switch was fitted to

Adjustable tweezers
Jor replacing small
componen!s, nufs,
efc., in awkward
corners.

HETHOD OF

the receiver to interrupt the
extension lighting arrangement,
and in view of the®short leads
between the reeeiver and the
extension speaker, very little
voltage drop occarred through
the rvesistance of the flex, the
leads being taken through the
skirting boards snd wall, as is
depicted in the inset drawing.

The diagrammatical illusira-
tion shows the method I adopted
for the station indieating lights
| in the extension speaker cabinet,
and the following is briefly the

FITTING Gf
BOLTS

way it is constructed.

The housing for the bulbs comprises two
tin strips A" and © B’ these having
been bent to form a box when soldered
together. Into this box T soldered four
scparating pieces of tin, as indicated by
a, b, crand d

An ebonite strip provides the mount fot
the five bulbs which, by the wayv, are 2
volt .06a type: this ehonite strip is finally
secured to the housing by bending over the
tin lugs provided. and indicated by © X,

Each bulb bolder is fitted with a 8BA
screw nut and shakeproof washer, the
connections 1-5 beirg made by soldering,
whilst a common cdutact W s made n
soldering a length of heavy gauge copper
wire across all hollers. Tle liousing is
secured to the inside of the cabinet by two
brags angle strips, these being soldered
to the housing, as shown.

The knobs are rendered dummy by
using short lengths of fin. brass rod, brass
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A novel method of stalion indication for an
exlension speaker system.

collars securing these intermallv, as illps.
trated. The use of thick frosted glass
gives a2 really attractive appearance.
enhanced by the station lighting, the
names of the stations being printed in
indian ink on & Cellophane strip, as de-
picted.—J. L. Haxsorx (Loughton).
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T is refreshing to note that in war-time
a deep interest is still being taken in
high-quality veproduction, and that

designers are paying careful attention to
both the amplifier and the loudspeaker.

The object of this article is to call
attention to a simple yet effective method of
coupling low-frequency valves with a view
to attaining a really high standard of repro-
duetion. Tor gramophone work I do not
think it can be excelled, but it especially
commends itself to those who wish to obtain
the best possible resylts from the B.B.C.
Home Service transmissions.

Before describing the amplifier, I feel it
necessary to say a word on the subject of
lincar rectification of radio signals. The
diode is still very pepular with high-quality
enthusiasts, but there are numbers of
listeners who are nunable to load the diode
suffiviently ; that is, the signal input is not
enough to ensure linear rectification even
with the assistance of a stage of high-
frequency amplification.- If the high-
frequency amplifier is developed ‘beyond a
certain point of

ceeenaes R
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FURTHER STEPS 1

A New Receiver Using Direct C

the following valve, so that the voltage
applied to the anode of the first valve is the
same as that applied to the grid of the
second valve. Since the grid of the latter
valve has to be kept negative in respect of
the cathode, it is necessary to apply a
positive voltage to the cathode. Thus

“direct coupling is a method by which the

potentials of anode, grid and cathode are
carefully balanced or proportioned to
enable the valve to function as a low-
frequency amplifier. In order to accomplish
this it is usual to employ a potential voltage
divider or a number of potentiometers
connected in series, and to tap off the
required voltages for each electrode. The

efficiency, distor-
tion is iuevitable.
The lealky-grid de-
tector is sensitive
but is easily ‘over-
loaded, while
anode-bend detec-
tion introduces its
own form _of dis-
tortion. The nega-
tive fegd-back
detector  requires
skilful design and CRID
complicates ; t{le
circuit unduly.
What is left? CATHOOL
There is the crystal,

to which many of

HT+ 250 v.

—-H.T+550 ¥,

A.C.

us are still at- !
tached; but the
crystal does not AR "

like a big input, = Co ==
and we may very ;

MAINS

R/O .
’ CATHODE

easily fall between

two stools, with ==
the crystal on the ‘-T—‘E
one hand over- N

loaded and the

diode on the other hand underloaded, if we

try one or the other. A complete solution

of the problem occurred to me about a year

ago, and this was to employ both erystal and

diode together in series. What could be

simpler ? It is almost impossible to over-

load this combination, and a small signal

input does not produce distortion. I have.
accordingly adopted this method of deteec-

tion in the receiver under consideration.

L.F. Coupling

The most generally used methods of
coupling low-frequency valves are trans-
former and resistance-capacity coupling.
I these niethods the anode of the valve is
coupled to the grid of the next valve
through a core in the case of the transformer
or through a condenser in the case of
resistance coupling. In the latter case it is
not possible to get the best results except
by push-pulling each stage thus coupled,
as probably most readers are aware. Many
amateur constructqrs hesitate to build such
an amplifier Dbecause of the difficulties
involved. But even better results are
obtainable if a suitable form of what is
called “direct coupling ” is employed. In
this method of coupling the anode of the
valve is directly connected to the grid of

/

— A T -

Fig. 1.—~The last two stages of the amplifier described i

this article.

maximum voltage may be anything from
400 to 2,000. The only resistances ciu-
ployed are those required for the anode
circuits of the amplifier. 1t is obvious
that such a system of coupling is beyond
the resources of the average amateur, and
I have worked out a simpler method which
I hope will prove attractive to readers.
The advantages derived from the direct
method are (1) the elimination of the
coupling condenser; (2) absence of the
“time constant factor ”’; (3) response to
a very wide range of frequencies; (4)
faithful reproduction of transients; (5)
a straight-line response characteristic ;.
(6) absence of harmonic distortion, and (7)
simplicity of design.

Disadwantages

It is only fair, however, to mention the
disadvantages from the constructional
point of view. It is necessary to employ
a high-voltage output stage; and the
circuit will naturally make a more ‘direct
appeal to those who happen to possess an
output valve of the PX25 class, or who
obtain a permit for acquiring one. - The
second disadvantage is the necessity of
using indirectly-heated A.C. valves in the
carly stages of the amplifier, so that only

v

t

those who have access to electrie light maing
supply can avail themselves of this method
of coupling. It is also most desirable to
have a separate high-tension source for the
output stage, and this means employing
two eliminators as indicated in the diagram.
The first two valves of the amplifier have
their anodes supplied from a small high-
tension elilinator giving a maximum output
of 250 volts, and this eliminator can also be
used for supplying the voltage to tlie high-
frequency stage where such exists.  For this
purpose a Westinghouse metal rectifier
type H.T.15 is quite satisfactory. The
output valve requircs an anode voltage of
at least 360, after deducting the voltage
dropped through the auto-bias vesistor and
the output choke. There must be quite a
number of amateur constructors who
already employ a similar outpnt stage,-and
these will only be asked to make a few
simple alterations.

Having stated the disadvantages thus
early, . I now fecl less compunction in
describing the main features of the circuit.
Let us take a look at the diagram in Fie. 1.
This shows the last two stages of the
amplifier, represented by V3 aud V4.
When working out the divect coupled
cireuititis necessary to plan from the output
stage backwards. We will suppose that
from a high-tension source of 250 volts a
voltage of 130 is dropped through tle
resistances R6 and R7. It then followsthat
120 volts are applied to the anode of V3.
If we connect the anode of V3 to the grid
of V4 (ignoring the grid-stopper R11 for
the moment), then a positive voltage of
120 is applied to the grid of V4. If will
now be necessary to make the grid of V4
negative in respect of its cathode, in other
words, to bias the valve sufficiently to
enable it to function on its straight line
characteristic. This is done by applving
toits cathode a positive voltage in excess of
the positive grid voltage. If we apply
approximately 150 volts to the cathode we
shall achieve our object, and the simplest
way to do this is to insert an auto-bias
resistor R10 in the cathode circuit of V4
in the usual manner. The value of R10
must, however, be much larger than that
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Fig. 2.—Complete circuit diagram of the
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selected in an orthodox resistance-coupled
circuit, otherwise we shall not get the
positive voltage required. Assuming that
2 voltage of 360 is applied to the anode of
Vi and a_current of 50 milliamperes is
passed, then a bias resistance of 3,000
iohms will be found to provide the desired
voltage for the cathode. The valve, which
is a PNX25,-or its equivalent, will have a
{negative grid-bias of 30 volts. It must,
however, be borne in mind that these values
g‘ale Lalculated without the imposition of any
7@101131 from a transmitting station. As

g

)

soon as a signal is apphed the anode
current of V4 is increased according to the
Jfeld-strength of the transmitter. Thisneed
Jnot worry us, as the other values alter
fvhemselves in due proportion, so that the
yvalve is still working on its correct charac-
iteristic curve provided the signal is not so
foreat as to overload it.

i
i

Input Stages

j Let us now turn our attention to the
«taweb represented by V2 and V3 (see Fig.
91, A valve of the small power class will
«be found suitable for V2, such as AC/P
jor MLi.  For V3 a valve of the MHL4
| vpe 18 recommended. The amplifier works
jvery ~atisfactorily if a voltage of approxi-
tmately 25 is applied to the anode of V2
fand a voltage of approximately 120 is
fupplied to the anode of V3. If these
tvolrages are altered they must be altered
fin proportion and the output valve (V4)
st also be biased accordingly. In order
fto apply 25 voits to the anode of V2 we
thave to drop 225 volts from the 250 volts
wsupplied by the eliminator.  To get the
)]

ibest results it is necessary to use anode
esistances of high value in each stage, and
be value of RE and R7 will therefore be
» quarter megohm. The current passed

I

How, only a fraction of a milliampere.  1f
2 current of 0.32 milliampere is passed
i the anode of V2 and 0.34 on the anode
!)1‘ V3. then we must caleulate the values
of the dropping resistances accordingly.
1The valne of B2 may be 150,000 ohms, and
that of R6 100,000 ohms.  The anode of
V3 will then have a voltage applied to it

et
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on the anode of each valve has to he very-

By N. A. B. Hunt |

of approximately 120 at 0.3+ milliamnpere,
assuming the wvalve is correctly biased.
In order to drop the required 225 volts
on the anode of V2 a further resistance
(employed for de-coupling) of a quarter
megohm must be added to the network,
namely R3.  The condensers C3, €4, C6
C8 are all by-pass condensers of 2 micro-
farad capacity. The anode of V2 is con-
nected to the grid of V3. The biasing of
these two valves must not be effected by

the usual auto-bias resistor with hich
capacity shunt to preserve the lower
frequencies.  Electrolytic condensers are

not suitable for direct coupling, as., when
the current is switched on, the condensers

this point through the resistanco RS9,
which is a quarter megohm. The bottom
cnds of the potentiometers are connected
Lo earth and high tension negative.

The sliders of RS and RS must be
adjusted to settings that enable the milliam-
meter in the anode circuit of V2 to read a
current of .11 williampere, and in the
anode cireuit of V3 to read a current
of 0.34 milliampere.  The positive voltage
applied to the cathode of V2 is of the order
of two, and that {o the cathode of V3 is
approximately 35.  Without the help of
these two meters it will not he so easy to
set the two sliders, though, of course,

it is possible to form a passable judgment

by aural results, and by the reasonable
steadiness of the output meter needle
when signals are applied.

1 a Westinglhouse rectifier, such as the
H.T. 1’) is used for the smaller eliminator,
it will be necessary to shunt an Osglim
piiot il\'c walt lamp across the output of
this eliminator as shown iy the dingran,
Fiu. 3. as otherwise the curfent drawn will

be inkailicient, even
555 | G}igﬁrg\ if a sage of high
| frequency is added.
| the rule heing that a
i, : metal rectifier should
i ez not give less than a
%5’”" o - quarter of the full
E— rated output.  The
o tlotal  current  con-
' sunted by the valves
P T —— V2 and V3 i;; «":ni}.‘
250 1. Som. about 0.66 millin-
nere. The actual
reading of the milli-
5 e e ammeter in the
Osceim @ = = anode cirenit of V2
Lams is 0,110, but the
current passced
throush the network
) 22, 8. Y has to
?,Jar;;; he added to this; so
Y 7o Avro- Bras Rrseros that the actual
s FX. 25 . cnrrent passed s
Fig. 3.—Mains section of the receiver, showing the separate M.T. feeds. 0.32 m.A.
Stability

are temporarily short-circuited and take
an appreciable time to settle down. Nor
is the result satisfactory even when they

are doing their work. It is far better to
apply a positive voitage to the cathode of
each valve by means of a potentiometer
connected to the high-tension line. R5
and R8 are 50,000 ohm potentionicters, their
sliders being taken to the cathodes of V2
and V3 respectively and each by-passed
to carth through the condensers €5 and
C7, which need not be more than 0.1 micro-
farad. The upper end of R5 is connected
to the junction point of R2, R3;: while
the upper end of R8 is also connectcd to

< 1 1 2

LIST OF COMPONENT VALUES

R1, 0.5 megohm

R2, 150,000 ohms.

R3, R4, R7, R9, 0.25 megohm.

R5, R8, 50,000 ohms.

RG, 100 000 ohms.

R10, 2,000 ohms (50 watts). -

R11, 5 000 ohms.

Ci, o. 0005 mfd. (variable).

C2 0.0001 mfd.

C3, C4, Ces, C8 2 mmfd. (250 volt
working).

C5, C7,C9, 0.1 mfd. (non inductive)
or two 32 mfd. (320 volt type)
in parallel.

C10, 4 to 8 mfd. (500 volt working).

V1 (diode), any A.C. valve, e.g.,
MHL4 ; -

V2, AC/P or ML4 ;
V3, MHL4 or 41‘MP
V4, PX25 or DO24 or PP4/500.

1D 3 () ADIES- (| ARD{)-ED 1 S| { | XS { LU 40O ) M.} A )

Resistances :

-

B () - ¢ 1.« 1 1 () )} o

Condensers :
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Valves :

o e

With farther reference 1o the output
stage. I would suggest that the choke
L3 should liave a higher inductance than
that msunally adopted. Instead of the
normal 20-henry inductance it is advizable
to choose an inductance of 70 henries at
60 milliamperes.  This will have a D.C.
resistance of approximaiely 630 ohms.
It is also a good plan to add in series with
thig, i.e., between the high tension positive
and the outpnt choke, a de-coupling choke

20 henries by-passed to carth by a 4
1111(10famd condenscr. T have not included
the latter comnponents in the cirveuit dia-
gram of Fig. 2, as it is not essential to the
working of the amplifier : in fact, one may
regard the de-coupling chioke as a refine-
ment. If the large eliminator is desizned
to give a maximumn output of 350 volls.
thorc will be sufticient. high tension voltage
for the two chokes in series and the bias
resistor hetween them to drop about 180
volts and leave 360 volts on the plate of
the PX25 valve. Anotho important
point is the omission of a large capacity
shunt condenser across the bias resistor
R10.  If the loudspeaker lead is connected
to the cathode (or centre tap of the heater)
instead of to ecarth, there can be attenua-
tion at low frequencies even if no condenser
is placed there. The frequency response is
linear using a plain bias resistance. A
small capacity shunt is, how ever, desirable

(Continued on page 14)
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Caption Scanning
IN every television service which provides
high-definition television pictures for
radiation into the home, the necessity for
some form of caption scanner will be
immediately apparent. The visual an-
nouncement of items, names of artists and
$0 om are frequently interspersed with the
words spoken by the announcer, so as to
add variety to the mode of presentation,
and the equipment necessary for such a
purpose as this can take a variety of forms.
In the low-definition television days,
Broadeasting House had its simple caption
scanner built up from equipment resembling
very much a mirror drum receiver. The
beam of light from & small projection Jamp
was directed against the mirrors of the
revolving drum and then focused on to the
caption drawn in rough detail, because of
the 30-line picture dissection, and the
light reflected from the moving spot area,
as it traced rapidly over the caption, was
reflected on to photo-electric cells to
generate the required television signal.
A similar spot-light method has been used
very successfully for high-definition working
but the mechanical system has been
replaced by a projection tvpe of cathode-
ray tube. This tube can be the straight
through projection type, where the light
area of the fluorescent screen formed by
the impact of the beams of electrons is
projected right through the screen and
tocused on to the caption cards or solid
objects. A pair of photo-electric cells
“collects >’ the reflected light or if a
transparency is being televised, then a single
cell placed behind serves as the light signal
convertor. As an alternative to this, the
cathode-ray tube can take the indirect
form, where the screen is an opaque
fluorescent coating mounted inside the glass
envelope at an angle to the scanning beam.
In this case a correction has to be applied
electrically to overcome any trapezoidal
scanning or focusing distortion.

Special Cells
UN DER service practical conditions the
caption scanner of this' form, com-
prising cathode-ray tube, power supplies,
first stage amplifiers, scanning and focusing
circuits, object platform and photo-electric
cells, can be built into a single rack, or if
preferred, into smaller interconnection
units when transport from place to place
becomes necessary. To obtain the best
results from this apparatus it is essential
to employ specially sensitive photo-electric
cells, which have a mush or noise level
very low in comparison with the main
vision signal generated by the cells and
scanning equipment. Then, again, it is
advantageous to make these cells sensitive
to the particular colour of the scanning
spot, as this improves the efficiency of the
combination. In some cases, it is found
better to make up a caption scanner from
an Image dissector tube, but this is only
applicable to transparencies and cannot
handle the variety of subjects undertaken
with the modern spotlight scanner. The

keen experimenter will find an outlet for
his capabilities if he applies his skill to
building wp his own caption scanner for
transparencies, using the standard form
of relatively small diameter cathode-ray
tube. For home use, small interconnected
units are naturally to be preferred, and
some ‘time ago apparatus of ihis character
was described in detail in these columns.
It is as well to remember that with this
home-built equipment, in addition to
transparencies such as films or lantern
slides, relatively flat solid objects can be
held in position against the face of the
transmitter cathode-ray tube, and they
will then appear as shadowgraphs on the
receiver screen. Useful experimental infor-
mation covering a very wide field can be
derived from apparatus set up in this way,
and although very elaborate equipment
would naturally prove somewhat costly,
the home constructor need not be put to
much outlay if he uses components or
power units already in his possession. In
laying out the apparatus in units, it is
necessary to avoid the possibility of stray
electric or magnetic fields upsetting the
regular formation of the scanning fields on
the cathode-ray tubes. Furthermore, the
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A neat pre-amplifier
unit for extending the
range of reception of

a television receiver.

photo-electric cell and amplifier must be
accommodated in a metal screened case
and a reliable carthing system employed to-
remove any traces of hum that would
otherwise be apparent on the screens if
due care was not taken.

The ““T” and “B* Problems

HE increased use of the iconoscope
form of television camera has brought

into prominence once more the two terms
“tilt ™ and “ band,”” to which reference is
50 often made but the significance of which
1s frequently lost sight of by those endeay-
ouring to understand the operation of the
equipment at the transmitting end. The
terms have come into common use as far as
television engineers are concerned, but

- ___March_Téih_, 1940

unless well versed in the intricacies of
camera technique they fail to convey any
real meaning to the lay mind. There is no
doubt that the choice of such terms is
unfortunate, but like many other radio
terms that have become well established
both in conversation and literature, there
seems little opportunity at this juncture of
remedying matters. These two terms came
into use because of the graphical representa-
tion of certain inherent characteristics of
the iconoscope. Due to certain defeots, it is
found that when a picture is being pro-
duced by this piece of electronic apparatus
there is a gradual change of illumination
from left to right which had no relation to
the light and shade changes of the picture
itself. The datum line of the illumination
graph is therefore inclined or tilted in an
upward direction. This has to be rectified
at the transmitting end, and since the
measure of tilt is not constant, the only
reliable method of countering the defect
is to electrically introduce a countering
effect so as to keep this line horizontal and
arrange for this degree of tilt nullification
to be undertaken manually. It is quite a
tricky operation and the engineer charged
with this responsibility has to maintain a
constant watch on the picture to ensure
that his manipulation of the control is
within the necessary limits. Another
inherent defect in the same equipment is the
fact that the illumination is greater or less
in the middle of the picture than at the
edges. A plotted characteristic will there-
fore show a concave or convex line, that is
one with a bend in it, hence the significance
of the term. The combination of the two
is represented by a tilted, bent line and
electrically this *“ bend *’ has to be count-
ered by manual operation in just the same
way as tilt. By a suitable combination of
these controls it is possible to ensure that

the general brightness of the picture is
made uniform over the area of the picture.
A failure to attend to these two features
would tend to spoil the received picture
very materially, and it is & good thing that
the rectification of these two points is the
onus of the transmitting engineers and
not of the viewers, otherwise the receive
controls would be complicated and con-
tinually need adjustment.

A New Book

NEWNES SHORT-WAVE MANUAL

4 Complete Treatise on the Design, Construc-
tion and Operation of all Short-wave Equipment.
Price 5/- or 5/6 by post

from_George Newnes, Ltd., Tower House,
Southampton Street, Strqnd, W.C.2.

i

oy



%
|

&
g

March Téth 1940

A RESISTANCE
PROBLEM

IR,—As the unfortunate possessor of a
surname which Radio now associates
with individuals of an inquisitive turn of
mind, T cannot refrain from commenting en
Dr. Fleming’s article on ‘A Resistance
Problem,” which appeared in your Feb-
ruary 17th issue, and which raises some
interesting points.

Tt is not necessary to introduce deter-
minants or even <Jmu1tan&0us equations to
prove the example he gives.

As he states, the points a and b are, from
symmetry, at equal potential. Likewise
points b and f. Hence the current divides
equally at the point A. Similarly the
currents in the three branches at B are
equal.

Also from these results, it follows that the
potential drop across ae is equal to that
across ac, hence the cwrrent also divides
equally at point a. Similarly for the
remaining points.

Thus assuming that the total current is
61, the distribution is that shown above.

Considering the path AacB, the voltage
drop is 2ir+ir+2ir=>5ir, and if R is the
equivalent resistance of the frame, this
=6iR, whence R=51/6.

Another case besides those mentioned,
of course, is the one where connections are
made to opposite corners of the same face.

A wmore interesting problem arises where
the cube has sides of sheet metal with points
of current entry and exit at opposite.
adjacent or alternate corners.

Ou if this is found to be too easy, some
readers may like to consider the case of a
solid cube, particularly for adjacent corners.

As my radio namesake might well sav,
this last is ** a fine old how-d’ye-do to bump
into.”-—R. C. WaLgeRr (Caversham).

"\/ER \YALI&ER Sletter doesnotmake any

point against me. Theproblem of the
resistance of a skeleton cube of unit wires
between diagonal corners happens to be one
in which the component resistances are
symmetrically placed with, respect to the

PRACTICAL WIRELESS

dlagona,l line, and therefore the joint resis-
tance can be found by the empivical method
Mr. Walker uses. I gave a perfectly general
method of dealing with problems in net-
works of conductors to the Physical Society
of London in June, 1885, and it was published

a

My, Walker's arrangement of the vesistance cube.

13

in the Philosophical Magazine, for Sep-
tember, 1885, or 55 years ago. I employed
this method in solving the cube problemn
submitted to me. An empirical method,
able to deal only with a few cases, is of
no value compared wilh a mathematical
method which is valid for all cases. Take,
for ifistance, the problem of the Wheat-
stone’s Bridge. Let Mr. Walker find an
expression for the electvic carrent 1hrough
the bridge or galvanomecter circuit when the
resistances of the four avms of the bridge
are P, Q, R, S ohuns and the voltage in the
Conjugate cireuit is 1 volt.

My method, as described in the Paper
referred to, cnables the expression for the
bridge current to be written down at once
as the quotient of two determinants and [
doubt whether any empirical method will
50 easily solve this problem.—SIR AMBROSE
FLEMING.

and very bad for the nerves.

and for yourself personally.

Acconntancy Examinations

Advertising and Sales Management

Agricalture

AM.LFire E. Exams

Applied Mechanies

Army Certificates

Anctioncers and Estate &gents

Aviation Engineering

Banking

Biue Prints

Boilers -

Book-keeping, Accountancy and Modern
Busi Blethods

B.8c. (Eng.)

Buailders’ Quantitics

Building, Architeciure and Clerk ol
Works

Cambridge BSenior School Certificate

Civil Engineering

Civil Service

All Commercial Subjects

Commercial Art

RADIO IN THE SERVICES

(Continued from page 3)

while the oscillator cireuit is tuned to a
frequency which is higher or lower than the
zignal frequency by a definite amount. As
a result, the frequency of the received
sienal is changed to one equal to the
difference between the input and oscillator
ﬁo'quencies This is the intermediate
frequency, and it is approximately 465 ke/s
in  most modern superhets. The LF,
amplifier is similar in all major respects to
an H.F. amplifier, with the exception that
it is pre-tuned.

If the lowdspeaker wes silent, despite the
Jact thet the set was swilched on, how could
you tell whether the fuult lay in 'the epecker
or i the set itsalf ?

With a battery-operated sev, a rough
check of the speaker couid he made by
disconnecting it and holding a lead from
one of its terminals avauwst the negative
terminal of the I.T. accumulator, while
the other lead was touched against the
positive terminal. If the speaker was in
working order a pronounced click would be
heard as the contaet was made, and again
as it was broken. Absence of these clicks

would point to a fault in the speaker, its
built-in transformer or one of the connecting
leads.

Concrete and Strucfural Engineering

Draughtsmanship. Al byranches.,

Engineering. All branches, subjeels
and examinafions

General Education

G.P.0. Eng. Dept,

Heeting and Ventilation

Industrial Chemistry

Institate of Housing

Insurance

Journalism

Mathematies

Matriculation

—D0 NOT CONCENTRATE ON WAR—

Do not concentrate your thoughts upon war subjects. You will find it very worrying

Read, write, sketch, paint, study your vocation ; anything that will occupy your mind
and your time. Make use of the long dark nights by concentrating upon something
useful. During the last war many people learned how to write short stories, etc. | to-day
a number of them are world-famed authors.

By becoming efficient in your vocation you can give the best service to your counfry
and to yourself. The more you icrease your earning power the better it is for the country

War or no war, earning power always brings its possessor to the front. It is no use
waiting for better times. The ideal opportunity never arrives. We have to make the
best of existing conditions. Therefore, delay is useless ; it is worse, it is harmful.

DO ANY OF THESE SUBJECTS INTEREST YOU?

If you do ol see your oirn requiremends abov , wrlie 1o wa on any subject.  Full particulars free.

NMetallurgy

Mining, all subjects

Miging. Elecirical Engincenn
Mofor Engineering

‘Mdotor Trade

Municipal and Counly Enzineer
Naval Archilcelure

Novel Writing

Pastern Making

Play Wriling

Police, Special Coursc
Preceplors, College of

Press Tool Work

Pumps and Pumping achiner
Radio Commaunicalion

Radio Bervice Engineering
Road Making and Maintepane
Balesmanship, 1.5.BL.A.
Sanitation

School Atlendance Oficer
Secrelarial Exams.

Sheet Melal Work
Shipbailding

Shorlband (Pitman’s

Short Story Writing

Sreaking ia Public

Stroctural Bngineering
Surveying

Teachers of Handicrafls
Telephony and Telegraphy
Television

Transport Inzl. Exams.
Weights and Measures Inspeclor
Welding

Wireless Telegrophy and Telephony
Works Macagers

STUDY AT HOME IN
YOUR SPARE TIME

EVERY DEPARTMENT IS A COM-
PLETE COLLEGE: EVERY STUDENT
IS A CLASS TO HIMSELF

JOURNALISM

Short Story, MNovel and Play
Writing.

There is money and pleasure in Journalism
and in Story Writing.  No apprenticeship, no
pupllage no examinations, no outfit necessary.
Writing for newspapers, Tovels or pictures, Is
not a gift ; it is a science that can be acquired
by diligent application and proper guidance.
[t is the most fascinating way of ma ing
pastime profitable. Trained ability only is
required, we do the training by post. Let us
tell you all about it.

DEPARTMENT OF LITERATURE 104
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IF YOU ATTEND TO THIS NOW IT MAY MAKE
A WONDERFUL DIFFERENCE TO YOUR FUTURE

COUPON—" YT

TO DEPT, 104, THE BENNETT
COLLEGE LTD., SHEFFIELD.
Please send me (free of charge)
Particulars of (Cross out line which
our private advice uhoul dees not apply)

TPLEASE WRITE IN BLOCK LETTERS
Name I I R T T I T & I L P

Address! .. cui-fo e o0 b e ae R E D e A
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SIGNAL GEAR.

Morse Keys, Practice Sets, Buzzers, etc.

L.R, SOLO PHONES. The extra
receiver you want on your phone
line. For use with buzzer morse.
A circuit tester with a pocket
cell. Single Earpiece, 40 ohms,
metal hook loop, with cord, 1/3.
Ditto D.3 80 ohms, with cord,
1/6. W.E. 1.000 ohms, with cord,
2/-. 2,000 ohms Earpiecce, with
cord, 2/6.
L-R.DOUBLEXJEADPIIONES.
Pjlot Signallers 120 ohm. Phones,
All leather headbands with slide
adjustment chin strap and 4ft,
cord. Comfortable 3/6. Sullivan 120 ohms. aluminium
headbands, 3/, cords 1/6 extra.
H.T. BAYTERY SUPER-
SEDERS. 85v. at 6 m/a
for H.T. from your 2-volt e
battery, no I.T. batteries. ﬁk
7in. x 4}in, x 3in. Bakelite :
finish. Vibrator and Metal =
Rectifier, by S. G. Brown. RO
Sale 37/6. Full guarantee, L Te
Type S. for larger sets. Cap ¢ o o
be supplied for either 2-volt, 4-volt, or 6-volt battery.
Model 10, output D.C. 120 volt, 10 m/a, 2 taps 65/-. Model
20. output D.C. 135 volt, 20 mja, 3 taps, 70/~. VIBRATORS,
6/12 volt car type, 4 amp., 10/-.

A.R.P. PETROL ELECTRIC GENERATING SETS

; FOR LIGHTING AND
CHARGING FOR £16 ONLY.
A 500-watt, single cyl , 2-stroke,
water-cooled, self-oiling Stuart
Turner enging ;: mag. ign,
coupled to 50770 volts, 10-amps.
shunt dynamo, 1,000 r.p.m.,
£16. No ingrease in price, these
are £40 sets ready for immediate
delivery.

K FOR _£12. A 150-watt engine
and dynamo on similar lines but coupled to 25/30 volts.
6 amps. dynamo.

AC.  MAINS C(HARGERS.
LESDIX TUNGAR
CHARGERS. Two models of
these famous sets. Oné for 70
volts 6 amps. with meters and
controls, ete., will handle 100
cells a day, £7/17/6. Another fine
Tungar for two 5 amps. circuits
with meters and variable volt
controls, 70 volts, 10 amps., for
200 cells, hargain, £12/15.

A.C/D.C. DAVENSET, Type G.C. House, Garage Wall
Type Charger, 3 circuits, output D.C. 25 yolts 6 amps.
Trans. tapped for 15 volt, 20 volt, 25 volt, Two .indepen-
dent circuits, max. cell capacity 40 radio cells, £6/5.

PHILLIPS Model 1087 with valve for 24 volts 10 amps.
Steel case. £7/10.

DAVENSET A.S.C.4. 4 circnit charger for up to 80 cells.
List Price £32, Four sets of Auto-charge ‘regulators
and indications on panel with switch wolt control.
Four circuits of tamp.,1amp.,2 amps., and 2 amps. or
three of 1 amp. 2 amps. and 2 amps.. or one of 50 volts
6 amps. Fine steel clad set complete in details that will
quickly earn its cost, £14/10. -

D.C. CXH{ARGING OFF D.C. MAINS, £14. Davenset
DC2 steel-cased 200/250 volt charger, large meters. wheel
controls, 2 circuits, 1 amp. and 3 am S., as new. Sale
Drice £5'10. Charging resistances, aﬁ sizes in stock.
State load required,

230/230 volts MAINS CONVERSION UNITS. For
operating D.C. from A.C. mains screened and filtered,
120 watts output, £2/10s.

TELESCOPES. Navy Telescopes, small gun type, 25/-.

MAGNETIC 1iin. COMPASS with Plain Scale. Bevel
elass, brass body, 8d.

MOVING COIL MIKES. Torpedo T.M. moving-coil
mike, model T.M., needs no battery, directional correct
frequency response, ideal for P.A. and recording. 55/-.
Table stand, 7/6. Transf., 7/6. Epoch Lype ditto, a robust
and handsome P.M. M/C. mike, 85/6 : with table stand,
42 Transiormer, %,6.

MIKE FLOOR STANDS, 2in., 12/6 ; 37in., 15/- ; 48in..
18/6. POWER ALTERNATORS. H.F.. 50 cycles, 20

e = amps,, 10 volts, £8/10. Ditto,

j : {K\I double, type W. 500 cycles.
—? 100 volts, 3 amps. and 70
f Y volts, 3 amps. D.C., £5/10.
| P i

i\ RADIO ROTARY - CON’
VERTERS, TFor A.C. Re
i | ceivers on' DIC. mains to
gEes 230 v. A.C. output. In silence
cabinet, with filter, All sizes
in stock from 15 watts up-
wards, 30, 50, 100, 200, 400 and
P e 800 watts ; 1 kw., 1%
‘g KW, etc. Also battery
¥ operated 50-watt size
in 12 volts and 50 volts
inpug. T.V.T. Sets 6
volts to A.C., 25/~

MEGGERS. 100 volts, 200 volts, 500 volts, and 1,000
volts Jrom £6/10s.

RELAYS.  Ultra-sensitive moving  coil
Relay, 1,000 ohms, coil closes circuit on
0 micro amps., 60/~. 2.000 ohms, 5 m.a.
lightweight magnetic Relay, 10/6.

5/-  EMERGENCY PAR-

. CELS of useful stand-by

BF electrical and radic repair

material and apparatus, 10 1bs, for 5/- i

Pqst Free. . L

Send for 1940 Bargain Lisi ** N.”

ELECTRADIX RADIOS

218 Upper Thames" Street, London, E.C.4
(e Telephone ; Central 4811w
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FURTHER STEPS TO HIGH
QUALITY
(Continued from page 11)

for reasons of stability, and a 0.1 micro-
farad is quite satisfactory.

Should the constructor be troubled
with mains hum-—and some mains are more
“nolsy ” than others—a complete cure
can be effected in 99 cases out of a 100 by
interposing between the mains and the
eliminator input a step-down transformer
with a screened primary, the screen being
connected to earth. The anti-hum trans.
former has its primary winding conmected
to the mains. If, for instance, the voltage
of the mains is 230 A.C,, then the primary
is wound to take this. The secondary is
wound to step the 230 volts down to 210
volts, and the lower voltage is that supplied
to the eliminator transformer primary.
The voltage can, of course, be stepped up
again as required and applied to the
rectifier valve.

The transformers and chokes in my own
amplifier and eliminator were made and
supplied to me by Mr. N, Partridge, of
King’s Buildings, Dean Stanley Street,
Westminster, S.W.1.

The detector, as already explained,
consists of an ordinary crystal and a valve
in series. Any A.C. valve can be used
for the diode, the grid being strapped to
the plate.  The crvstal can be omitted,
or short-circuited by means of a switch,
when it is desired to use the diode alone.
The potentiometer R1 acts both as the
output load and a volume control. Its
value is half a megohm, and C2 is the
usual high -frequency by-pass shunt of
0.0001 microfarad. L.l is a wave trap,
which may be necessary in some districts,

can recommend the traps made by
Messrs. Postlethwaite Bros., of Kinver,
Staffs. The object of the trap Is to cut out
any one powerful interfering station by
rejecting that particular wavelength, If
“fading > is experienced, it is advisable
to use an indoor aerial and a stage of high-
frequency amplification. This, of course,
is said with particular reference to existing
conditions:

~ Mrch 16th, 1940 _

Provision has been made for the insertion
of a gramophone pick-up in the grid of
V2 by means of the usual change-over
switch. A separate volume control must,
of course, be employed for the pick-up.

In conclusion, I hope that at least some
of my readers will be able to try out this
amplifier.  Its exceptional qualities will
help to cheer the listener during black-out
hours, and I venture to predict a new
thrill for him.

IMPRESSIONS
ON THE WAX

ONE of the most interesting records

issued by the Decca Company this
month is Decca F 7355. On to this single
10in. disc they have condensed the whole
of “ Runaway Love,” the musical show
that is now running at the Saville Theatre,
London.

This record was actually recorded in the
theatre and features the original artists—
George Gee, Luanne Shaw, Eric Fawcett
and Hal Gordon, ably abetted by Billy
Mayerl and his Multitone Piano Orchestra.
No fewer than seven tunes are included on
the one record.

Irving Berlin Album
"THE versatility of Paul Whiteman
is well displayed in a new Brunswick
alboum devoted to the music of Irving
Berlin. The album has five records. The
first is by the full orchestra, the second by
his Swing Wing Group, the third by his
Bouncing Brass, the fourth by his Sax
Socktette and the fifth by his Swinging
Strings. Thus each department of the
orchestra becomes a band of its own. To
pick out one side only sounds unfair;
nevertheless, the large band record of
* Alexander’s Ragtime Band” is. -good.
The Modernaires vocal quartet sing specially
written words which tell the life story of
the tune and by means of ingenious record-
ing we hoar the song as it was played in its
youth—Brunswick O 2859-63.

Making a Valve-tester

N our issue dated February 24th- we
published a wiring diagram for the
valve panel of this valve-tester. Two small
draughtsman’s errors oceur in the wiring of
this, and will be found on the octal valye-
holder and on the holder immediately to
the right of it. There was an additional
contact on this Iatter holder which should

{ not be there, and this is indicated by the

broken lines on the corrected diagram
shown herewith. The octal valve base
should be wired as shown also in this
diagram. .

The rest of the connections are correct,

e T
Corrected diagram of part of the va[ve-;egslcr.

and although in one or two exceptional
cases the filament sockets may not be those
shown, these are so rare that the use of the
separate panel would rectify the matter.—
(F. D. L.).

Club Reports should not exceed 200 words in length
and  should be received Iirst Post each Monday
morning jor publication in the following tweek’s issue.

GLAYESMORE RAD!IO CLUB
Hon. Sec.: A, W. G. Wilson, Clayesmore Schoel,
Twerne Minster, Dorset. -
‘ERY little constructional work has been done
this term, as most of the members are now
seniors, and are finding themselves with plenty of
work of another kind on their hands. However, a
5.G.-Det.-Pen, mains set has been builé by Coxe, and
although it has only, as yet, worked on gramo owing
to the lack of a pair of coils, it should Le working
well shortly. 'Che secretary has constructed & 33-watt
quality amplifier for wuse with microphone and
gramophone.

Other members of the club and the secretary have
gained valuable knowledge in power amplifier practice
while operating the scliool ginema.

A 15-25 watt amplifier is to be put under con-
strnction shortly for Speeeh Day, next term. It
should be finished shortly after Buster.
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N acrial -is for most people a
necessary inconvenience, .a plece
of any wire, thick or thin, connected

anvhow to the set. When listeners found
that modern sets could operate without
aerial and even earth. and when the an-
nouncements of manufacturers told them
thrat ‘‘ this need had disappeared,” they
gave up all external aerials and carths.
So the local and most powerful nearer
stations come in because various stray
wires act as an aerial; far distant reception,
however, is very poor.

People with an indoor aevial or short
outdoor acrials often have a lot of trouble
with distant stations. It is, therefore, a
good plan to ““regulaté’ an inefficient

Al A2 A3

v

b 4

/ s

TO AERIAL TERMINAL

~ PRACTICAL WIRELESS

A REGULATED AERIAL

This gives 12 taps, including the

turns. ing
beginning and the end of the windings.
A standard rotavy selector switch, single
pole 18-way, meets the ;lemands of the 12
taps. The remainder of six ways may then
be used for the taps of the short-wave coil.
This coil contains 28 turns of 18 s.w.g.
enamel covered wire with taps at every
seventh turn. The coils, condensers,
switches, etc., can be built into a small
plywood box. }
The small variable (.0001 mfd.), being
not absolutely necessary, assists the regula-
tion of the aerial and is also a very effective
and smooth volume control. The fixed .0001
mfd. condenser, however, is essential. i
When the outdoor aerial is useful and not
E too Lad, the wlole
box should be
screened  with thin
copper foil and the

£ RECEIVER 2
© acrial lead to the
3 S hox and from the
C box to the aerial

terminal of the set
should be made of
screened low-capacity

PRE-SET
00005
MFD

- .

wire, all screening
well  connected to
- earth.
TOGGLE

SWITCH

Components
The main point

is a first-class switch

with  silver-plated

N O U N WwnN

(s}

)

000 ?@T%wmno Qu(j?

12 2

self-cleaning contacts
(Bulgin List
No0.5.205). Theother
switch is a small
toggle switch only
(Bulgin List No. 112).
This switch and the
1 watt 500 ohins
resistance  between
the aerial and the
earth terminal are
not important. This
is a small device
and is independent
of the aerial regula-
tion. It is a ““local-
distance”” switch for

OGTOUQ0

MEDIUM AND
LONG WAVES

aerial by means of a special filter, which
will **lengthen ” or “shorten” the aerial
as needed. Usually the success of this
little device is amazing, and the efficacy
of the coil can easily be tested by turning
the pointer of the rotary switch to different
taps of the coil. There will always be a
point where the volume of sound is abso-
lutely sufficient with full rich bass and
realistic preservation of the high notes.
On short waves the efficacy is not so obvious,
but the regulation of the aerial will always
make the tuning in and the steadiness of
reception somewhat easier.

Constructionial Details

The device is made up with a coil
of about 300 twrns of d.c.c. wire (29
s.w.g.), wound on a 24in. former. The
coil may be tapped every 50 turns. This
gives five taps and the end of the winding
for use with, say, a single pole 7-way rotary
switch. I had better success, however,
by tapping the coil of 200 turns at 30,
50, 75, 90, 100, 120, 150, 175, 200 and 250

Diagram of the aerial selector device.

SHORT WAVES use if the signals
trom the local
station are too
powerful. To avoid
overloading of the first valve the switch
contacts should be closed. TFor distant
reception, the contacts must be open.

Put the plug of vouraerialin Alor A2 and
an earth plug in " Earth > of the box and
turn the knob of the rotary switch from
point to point, after having tuned to the
station you desire in the usual way. You
will soon find & point where the reception
is better than usual. When using A2
you will find that the volume of sound de-
creases when the vanes of the varviable
condenser are turned out.

A3 is for short-wave rveception only.

Initially the pre-set condenser must be |

adjusted by means of a screwdriver to the
greatest volume of sound of a good, audible
short-wave station, and further adjustinent
is not necessary. The short-wave regula-
tion should e tested on A, B, C, D and E,
in the same way as the other coil. When
receiving short waves the earth plug of the
box should be removed. The earth terminal
of the radio set, of course, must always
be-connected with earth. W. F.

reliable

CIHOKES

Bulgin Chokes need no
introduction whatsa-
ever, They are popular
and reliable, and have
{ an excellent record
among radio experi~
menters, technicians
and service men.

Below is a small se-
lection from our exten-
ive range. The H.F.
trunge includes a choke
¥ for practically every
need, from 400 UH to
500,000//H, priced from
1s. 3d. upwards.

L.F. Chokes are also
well represented. All
Bulgin chokes have
mono-metallic wind-
ings and are wound
with the finest quality
wire. Flexible leads
are fitted for comnec-
tion, and all joints are
welded, with core
tight]y clamped against
vibrdtion. Rated in-
ductances are at rated
currerits.

L. F. CHOKES
Henries at List List
mA Q Nos. Prices

0.25 750 8-7 L.F.4731%/-

0.25 560 6-7 L.F.44 6/

3 12 - LF43 7/8

5 210 LF.67 63

7 250 L.F.68 63

85 60 400 L.F89 7/6
10 80 320 L.F.18s 10/8
10 45 300 LF69 63
15 100 450 L.r.2ls15/-
156 35 580 L.F.70 63
20 20 700 L.F.18s 6/8
20 50 400 L.F.19s 96
20 30 660 L.F.71 a0
25 20 760 L.P.AD 58
30 25 1,000 LET2 6,9
32 15 600 L.E.°0n 7/8
32 30 600 L.E.15s 9/6
40 20 1,250 LF73 696
] 25 1000 LF.17s10/8
50 15 1,500 LET4 6/3
100 10 1,800 L.F.32s12 -

Max permissible current over.

load =25%.

H. F. CHOKES
Inductance 0O List List
in MH oo Nos. Prices
500,000 1,000 HIF.10s 3/6
200,000 400 H.F 355 3/6
198,000 400 HF, 8 2/9
80,000 400 HI33 2/6
75,000 180 HF34 2/8
30,000 90 HF32 /6
16,000 60 HI.81 216
15,000 360 BF.60 2/
8,000 30 HI30 &/-
5,000 30 HF2) %/~

500 10 HF28 2/-

200 0.55 H.F.26 4/~

400 0.225 H.F.36 10/6
PLUS 109 WAR

INCREASE ON
ALL PRICES

Advi. of A. F, BULGIN & CO. LTD.,, Abbey
Rdad, Barking. Telephone: RIPpleway 3474
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Listening Contest for Club
Members |

SIR:;L—I was at a local radio club meeting

recently when one of the members
suggested a listening contest between the
club’s members. As some of us know, there
is a DX contest coming off soon in America,
which would be ideal for such a purpose. I
don’t kunow whether auy other club is.

doing anything like * this, but I think it
would relieve the monotony, and provide an
opportunity for trying out the new receivers
which a lot of us have been building.
What do other elub members think of the
idea ?—G. F. SwavsLanp (Gravesend).

Readers’ Dens

«IR,—I enclose a photo of my den
taken on Saturday morning, March
2nd. It is-interesting to compare this with
the one appearing in the January 13th issue
of Practicar. WIRELESS, and to note the
difference resulting from a visit by the
G.P.0. and the removal of my transmitter.
—8. E. Jaxgs (Croydon).

IR,—I have received my B.L.D.L.C.

certificate and am very pleased with it.

I enclose a snap of my den, which may
interest other readers. My RX is a
straight three using an Eddystone coil, and
the set runs off A.C. mains 230v. The aerial
points due south and is 40ft. long, and 26ft.
high.

Of late I have been experimenting with a
frame aerial, and have had fair results.
The first TX received was the Irish station
testing on 31.27 m. Several others came
through at good strength, but T could not
listen long enough to pick up the call sign.
In fact I did not think a frame aerial would
be of any use on the short waves.

If James Stitt should happen t6 read this
letter I would be glad to hear from him.

Wishing PracTIcal. WIRELESS much
success in the future.—Gro. B. Corrox
(Liyerpool).

Exchanging Q.S.Ls.
TR,—Referring to my letter, which you
8o kindly published in your issue of .
February 17th, 1940, on the “ Exchanging
of Q.S.Ls. by post,’” and bearing in mind

scussion

The Editor does not necessarily agree with the opin‘ions expressed by his
correspondents. All letters must be accompanied by the name and address
of the sender (not necessarily for publication).

your invitation to put the matter ¢ Open to
Discussion,” in your columns, I find it
necessary to ask you to add a further instal-
ment to my original letter. I do not wish to
commence an argument in writing with your
readers, but in view of Mr. H. W. Darvill’s
letter, published in March 2nd issue, I
think that a few details will show that in the
majority of cases published, it is not one of
a S.W.L. exchanging with a S.W.L. as ]/ge
suggests, or nomenclative errors.

e

On the left is
Mr.S.E. Janes's
den——minus his
transmitter.

On the right is
seen Mr. G. B.
Cotton, of
Liverpool, in
his radio room.

During the last 13 issues of PracTIcsL
WireLESS I have noted 18 letters on this
Exchange business. Six of these only are
S.W.Ls. offering to exchange with S.W.1ls.,
which T also agree is harmless, though at the
same time i3 a little ofl the true line.

However, of these six, two offer to (.S.L.
100 per cent. in return which cannot or
should not be done by a S.W.L., for no
“Ham’ would call himself a S.W.L. in
error. If he does make this mistake why
does he not quote his call sicn? Then
again, I ask, can a Ham rightly send his
Q.S.L. in exchange for a S.W.L. without
having received anything, for the usual
S.W.L. does not transmit.

Moreover, of the 18 cases quoted, 10
wish to send their S.W.L. cards not only to
S.W.Ls. but A.As. and Hams in order to
get ‘a Q.S.L. in return. Out of these 12
I mention, 2 say they will Q.S.L. in return.

Now I think it would be much clearer if
these * fans’’ who wish to Q.S.L. in return,
would quote the call signs with their signa-
tures and addresses, and if this was made a
rule we should all know where we stand.

On these grounds I venture to say that if
Mzr. Darvill cares to examine his back issues
of Practicar, WireLess he will conclude
that 12 out of 18 readers could not make a
nomenclative error as he suggests and I
still contend that this Q.S.L. exchange busi-
ness is not only a ramp but a dishonourable
action in the view of genuine S.W.Ls.,
A.As. and Hams.

I strougly appeal to all those readers who
conscientiously work at their RX, furnish
genuine useful reports to all parts of the
world, and who hope to get a Q.S.L. back
for their trouble, to put their heads together
with the help of our worthy editor to put a
stop to this growing exchange business

with other than S.W.Ls., as in fact the

Q.S.L. should not be used for other than
verification of wireless reception of the
other fellow’s transmission.

I trust, Mr. Editor, that I have made the
position as I see it, quite clear, and hope for
your valuable support to maintain the
value of a Q.8.L. used in the correct manner
by authorised persons.—F. W. J. Coorrr
{Belmont, Middlesex).

[See note in Thermion’s Commeniary,
page 5—EDn.]

Correspondents Wanted

IR,—I should like to correspond with
any reader of your paper aged about
16-20 years who is interested in short-wave
radio. - My receiver, which is under con-
struction, will be a 5-valve mains short-
waver. I should like to take this oppor-
tunity of congratulating you on your
excellent paper which I have only just

started reading.—J. M. GoyMmouRr (24, Gor
ing Road, Ipswich, Suffolk). -

 [R,—I would like to correspond with a
young reader of PracTiCAL WIRRLESS
who is interested in short-wave wireless.—
- E. Parrisu (“‘ Goodwood,”” Hadnock
Road, Monmouth).

e L2

PROBLEM No. 391.

ARSHALL had a three-valve battery
receiver operated from dry batteries.
He decided to include auto-grid Dbias and
obtained an appropriate resistance and con-
denser which Le joined letween his H.T.
negative plug and 'the earth terminal of his
set. When he switched on signals were very
distorted, but in spite of verification he found
that the resistance was of the correct value
and was not defective. What was wrong ?
Three books will Le awarded for the first
threc correct solutions opened. Entries must
be addressed to The Editor, PRACTIGAL
WIRELESS, Geo. Newnes, Lid., Tower Houge,
Southampton Street, Strand, London, W.C.2,
Envelopes must be marked Prohlem No. 891
in the top lett-hand corner and must be posted
to reach this office not later than the first
post on Monday, March 18th, 1940,
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Solution to Problem No. 390,

When Bradley connected the filaments in series
he restricted the current through the entire filament
circuit and accordingly the walves were all under-
run, This would give the same effect as when using a
run-down L.T. battery.

The following three readers suceessfully solved
Problem No. 389 and books have accordingly been
forwarded to them : F, Y. Fairhall, Cantoerbury Bell,
Sandhurst, Kent ; N. C. Hughes, 13, Broadway, Ketley,
Wellington, Shrops; T. Woodward, 50, Lillington
Street, S.W.1.
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LATEST PATENT NEWS

i i 3 ildi London
Group Abridgments can he obtained frgm tire Patent Office, 25, Southampton Buildings, n,
W.«C.‘Zp, either g;heet by sheet as issued on” payment of'a subscription of 5s. per Group Volume or in
) " bound volumes price 2s. each.

Abstracis Publisv‘hed.

ELECTRICAL MUSICAL INSTRU-
MENTS.—Selmer and Co., Ltd., H.,
and Davis, B. No. 501685.

In a piano, with or without a soundboard,
and having electro-static pick-up means
feeding a loudspeaker, the pick-ups consist
of screws 3 (Fig. 1) with flat plate-like
heads 3a opposite each string
C or set of strings sounding
a note. In an upright, some
of the screws 3 of the middle
range of strings may be behind
the strings. The screws 3
screw for adjustment into |7
insulating strips 2b on the
iron frame 1, orinto a wooden ~ g, 1.
bar mounted on the piano °
body, and are connected by a lead or a
metal strip.

Reference. has ‘been direcled by the

Comptroller  to US. 4. Specification
2027074.
TRAﬁSFORMERS; COUPLING COILS.

—Michaelis, E. No. 507655.

In inductively coupled oscillatory circuits
the coupling is adjusted without effecting
detuning by, movément of a magnetic dust
core in relation to the windings. The

Fig. 4.

14 /\/5 12

b

Fig. 5.

coils 2, 3, Fig. 2, of a back-coupled oscillator,
for example, may be mounted on an
insulating former 1 within which the whole
of the core 4 or a part thereof is so moved
in relation to the windings that any
detuning arising from change in coupling
is compensated by changein self inductance
of the coil 2. In a modification in which a
part only of the core is moved to effect a
change in coupling, Fig. 3 (not shown),
the remaining part is independently
movable t6 serve as a ‘“balancing pin.”
Fig. 4 shows the invention applied to 2
frequency filter of adjustable band width
in which the coils are mounted on fixed
cores 11, 12 and the movable part 14 is
adjusted laterally, In an alternative
arrangement the fixed cores are axially
bored to receive independently and axially
movable core parts. Fig. 5 shows another
form in which movable core parts 14, 15
are mounted for rotation with respect to
fixed parts 11, 12 carrying the windings.

CONVERTING.—Telefunken  Ges.  Fur
Drahtlose Telegraphie. No. 504923.
In an arrangement for supplying a load

such as a wireless receiver with A.C. from

either a D.C. or an A.C. source and
comprising a trangformer and vibratory
interrupter, the transformer primary 1is
divided into two symmetrical parts L1,

L2 which may be connected at will either

through the interrupter P-to a D.C. source

@, b 50 as to function alternately, or directly

to-an A.C. source (Fig. 6).- In the latter

ease, either one part alone or the two

‘duced when the

.\( A} D )T } T )T | ) )T~ D ) { ) -} ) G | G { | D Q{4 ( § T ) ( RN {

parts in parallel may be used. The moving
contacts of the interrupter are spring-
mounted on a vibrating reed ¥, Fig. 7,
so that they dwell on the fixed contacts

and thps cause the current produced inthe

winding parts LI, L2, when the arrange-
ment operates on a D.C. source, to be of
rectangular wave form. Thus, when the
arrangement operates on an A.C. source
of a frequency, not more thah half-the
frequency  of
the interrupter,
the voltage.

produced in the —jkki—- f
secondary of |

the transformer gy, 7.

is equal to that =~ 09009
which is pro- ———

arrangement
operates on a
D.C. source of
the same volt-
age as the
R.M.S8. value of
the A.C. source.
Symmetrical
tappings ¢, &
may be pro-

Fig. 6.
vided on the winding parts L1, L2 for
adapting the arrangement to different
voltages. )

Reference  has  been  directed by the

Comptroller to Specifications 2824/08, [Class
381, 344, 948 and 359331.
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NEW PATENTS

These particulars of New Patents of jnterest
to readers have been selected from the Official
Journal of Patents and are published by per-
mission of the Controller of H.M. Stationery
Office. The Official Journal of Patents can
be obtained from the Patent Office, 25, South~
ampton Buildings, Loadon, W.C.2, price 1s.
weekly (annual subscription £2 10s.).

Latest Patent Applications.
3138.—Hazeltine Corporation.—Tele-

vision synchronizing-signal sep-
arators. February 19th.
3139.—Hazeltine  Corporation.—Tele-

vision receiving-apparatus. Feb-

ruary 19th.

Specifications Published.
518128.—Rudkin, E. DP.— Wireless
receiving system.

518031.— Standard Telephones and
Cables, Ltd.—Indicator systems
for wireless apparatus or the like.

Printed copies of the full Published

Specifications may be obtained from the

Patent Office, 25, Southampton Buildings,

London, W.C.2, at the wniform price

of 1s. each.
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PRACTICAL MECHANICS

HANDBOGK

By F. ]J. CAMM.
00 pages, 6/~ or 6/6 by post from
GEORGE NEWNES, LTD.,

4
Tower House, Southampton Street,
Strand, W.C.2.
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Theré’s
ONEY FOR YOU

in Radio

We can train you for a well-paid position.
Without interfering with your present occupa-
tion, you can study at home in your spare time
and become a qualified Radio Engincer.

Radio Electricians, Mechanics, Service
Engineers, Inspectors, Instructors and Tech=
nicians are urgently needed by Radio Firms
and the Government, and the demand for
such men will continue and increuse,

Thert are also exccllent oppartunities for
spare-time money-making.

Our Home-Study Courses are praised -and
recommended by leading Radio Authorities.
Hundreds of students of all ages who are now
in well-paid positions owe their success to our
training. Many of them knew nothing about
radio before they joined our College.

LOOK TO YOUR FUTURE. Even if
you are satisfied with your present position,
you cannot be sure of your future. Safeguard
veurself against ‘misfortune by becoming a
trained man.

If you are liable for Military Service, send
for details of our new Radio Mecchanic's
Superhet Course (wnite M S. in top corner of
coupon).

POST COUPON NOW and learn how vou
can got better pay or profitable spare-t mw: worle.

T. & C. RADIO COLLEGE

FAIRFAX HOUSE (FP.W)),
HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.]
e o o e
| (Post_jn unsealed cnvelope, §d. stamp.)

| Please send me free details of your Home-Study
| Radio Courses.

| NAME ..., O

J ADDRESS, ..., ibeiin

Our range includes -—

UNIVERSAL METERS

70 Ranges of A.C. and D.C. Volts and Amps., Ohms,
Capacity, Inductance amd Decibels. Btropgly
conxtructed, well-balanced Moving Coil Meter, Nland-
calibrated for extreme accuries.
Model BOA. 2.000 O.P.V,, AC/DO

", DO

11 Gos.

»  80B. 5,000 0.P.V 13 Gums.
»  80C. 20,000 0.P.V., DO 70 15 Gns.
32 Ranges of A.C. and D.C. Volts, Amps., and Olins.
All-setal constriction, fneorporating Hand-
ealibrated Moving Coil Meter.
Meadel 99, 1,000 O.P.V., AC/DO . 8 15 0
17 Ranges D.C.
Model 93. 1.000 0.P.V. £6 10 0

| Tavlor Model 45 Valve Tester accurately checks all
Burlish, Continental and American Valves, from
0.25 milliamps. per voit and up to 24 MA/volt
Over 1,000 readings: 17 Valve Holders £13 2 6
Portalie Model oa e .~ £1318 0
Bench Model B, N A s - 13 Gus.
| Model 40 checls over 800 English and American
i Vilves jor slope, flament continuity, cathode, leakage
and shorta.
Btandard Model 0o oo o .28 9 0
Portable e = - o 8919
Taylor Precision - Buiit, mains - operated Sigaal
Generaior. covers 6.3 to 3,000 metres, 100 ke, to
46 me. in 6 Dbands, directly calibrated, Almost
constant oulpul ; low barmonie content. MODELS
FOR A.Q, AC-D.C. or BATTERY
OPERATION s e 11 Gns,

OSCILLOSCOPES

These instrutrents use u 3-in. bard type Cathode Ray
Tabe, have scparate butll-tn amplifiers for boti the
horizontal and vertical anodes, as well as a linesr
lime base.

Model 30 an = 04 o - 18 Gnos,
Model 35 (with irequency modualated
vscillator) oF 22 Gns,

TAYLOR INSTRUMENTS ARBE DBRITISH
AND FULLY GUARANTEED.
Full particulars of ary instrument senl on receipl of your
name and address pinned lo this advertlsemend,
TAYLOR ELECTRICAL INSTRUMENTS, LYD,
419-422, Montrose Avenue,
TRADING ESTATE, SLOUGH, BUCKS.
T Phone @ lough 20061
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~ PRACTICAL WIRELESS

Practical Wireless

BLUEPRINT SERVICE

PRACTICAL WIRELESS

Dute of
CRYSTAL SETS.

Blueprints, 6d. each.
1937 Crystal Receiver .. o
The “* Junior ” Crystal Set o

STRAIGHT SETS.
One-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
All-Wave Unipen (Pentode)
Beginners’ One-valver .. 00
The ““ Pyramid ** One-valver (HF

Pen) o

.. . .. .

Two-valve : Blueprint, 1s.
The Signet Two (D & LF) 5a

‘Three-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Selectone Battery Three (D, 2 LF
(Trans)) .. . d Qo 0o
Sixty S8hilling Three (D, 2 LF
(RC & Trang)) .. ao aa
Leader Three (SG, D, Pow) 03
Summit Three (HF Pen, D, Pen)
All_Pentode Three (HF Pen, D,
(Pen), Pen) 0.0 .. D
Hall-Mark Three (SG, D, Pow) ..
Hall-Mark Cadet (D, LF, Pen(RG))
F. J. Camm’'s Silver Souvenir (BF
Pen, D (Pen), Pen) (All-Wave
Three) .. e .. e
Cameo Midget Three (D, 2 LF
(Trans)) .. 00 ° _ 00 e
1936 Sonotone Three-Four (HF
Pen, HF Pen, Westector, Pen)
'.Batl%ery All-Wave Three (D, 2 LF
C

The Monitor (HF Pen, D, Pen) ..
The Tutor Three (HF Pen, D, Pen
The Centaur Three (SG, D, P) ..
¥. J. Camm’s Record All-Wave
Three (HT Pen, D, Pen) 0o
The ““ Colt ” All-Wave Three (D,
2 LT (RC & Trans)) o -
The * Rapide " Straight 8 (D,
21IF (RC & Trans)) ... ..
F. J. Camm’s Oracle All-Wave
Three (HF, Det., Pen) ..
1938 * Triband ” All-Wave Three
(HF Pen, D, Peng ob oo
F. J, Camm’s “ Sprite’’ Three
(HF Pen, D, Tet)

The * Hurricane ” All-Wave Three.

3G, D, Peu), Pen) 03 0g
F. J. Camm’s “ Push-Button ”
Three (HT Pen, D (Pen), Tet)..

Four-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.

Sonotone Four (8G, D, LF, P)

Fury Four (2 8G, D, Penér oo

Beta gniversal Four (8G, D, LF,
1

Nucleon Class B Four (SG, D
(8G), LFCL.B) .. og ..
Fury Four Super (8@, 8G, D, Pen)
Battery Hall-Mark 4 (HF Pen,
D, Push-Pull) .. g 00
F.J, Camm’s “ Limit * All-Wave
Four (HF Pen, D, LF, P) ..
“ Acme * All-Wave 4 (HF Pen, D
(Pen), LF, ClL. B) o0 o0
The “ Admiral * Four (BF Pen,
HF Pen, D, Pen (RC)) .. o

Mains Operated.

Two-valve : Blueprints,.1s. each.
A.C. Twin (D (Pen), Pen) .
A.C.-D.C. Two (3G, Pow).. 5o
Selectone A.C. Radiogramm Twa
D, Pow) . . .. o8 00
Threz-yalve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Double-Diode-Triode Three (HF
Pen, DDT, Pen) A0 0
D.C. Ace (3G, D, Pen)- .. So
A.C. Three(SG, D, Pen) .. 0o
A.C, Leader (HF Pen, D, Pow) ..
D.C. Premier (HF Pen, D, Pen) ..
Unique (HF Pen, D (Pen), Pen) ..
Armada Mains Three (HF Pen, D,
-Pen v 0o R0 v,
F.J. C)amm’s A.C. All-Wayve Silver
Souvenir Three(HF Pen, D,Pen)
“All-Wave” A,C. Three (D, 2
LF (RC)).. .. oa -
A.C. 1936 Sonotone (HT Pen, HF
Pen, Westector, Pen) . P
Mains Record All-Wave 3 (HF
Pen, D, Pen) .. oo

JFour-valve ; Blueprints, 1s. each.
A.C. Fury Four (SG, 8G, D, Pen)
A.C. Fury Four Super (SG, SG, D,

Pen) e . o P
A.C. Hall-Mark (HT Pen, D,
Push-Pull) 5 o ol

27.8.38

19.2.38
27.8.38

24.9.38

22.—5:87

20,5.37
12.6.37
16.3.85

13.4.35

—

21.3.36
14837

31.10.36
18.2.39
4.12.37
28.8.37
22:1.38
26.3.38
30.4.38
8.9.38

[+ 01
o
(X
T =x

26.9.36
12.2.38
8.9.38

11.5.85

—

No. of

1 ssye. Blyeprin.

PW71
PWod

Battery Operated.

PW3lA
PWw8s

PW93

PW76

PW10

PW34A
PW35
PW37?
PW39

PW41
PW48

PW49

PWs51
PW53

PW4
PW11
PW17

PW34B
PW34C

PW46
PWe67
Pwss3
PW90

PWi8
PW31

PW19

PW23
PW25
PW29
PW35C
PW3sB
PW36A
PW3s
PW50
PW5¢
PW56

PW70

PW20
PW34D
PW43

Ulgversal Hall-Mark (HF Pen, D

ush-Pull) . . — PW47
SUPERHETS,
Battery Sets : Blusprints, 1s. each..
~£5 Superhet (Three-valve) .. 5.6.37 PW40
B. J. Camm’s 2-valve Superhet . . — PW52
Mains Sets : Blueprints, 1s. each
A.C. £5 Superhet (Three-valve) .. — PW43
D.C. £5 Supefhet (Three-valve) .. — PwW42
Universal "£5 Superhet (Three-
valve) .. R 00 d — PWa4
F. J. Camm’s A.C. Superhet 4 81.7.87 PW59
F. J. Camm’s Universal £4 Super-
het 4 - Bo L -— PW60
“ Qualitone ”’ Universal Four 16.1.37 PW73
;ou;l-%al:g 3 Dol]gble-sideg\ Bluelprint, 1s. 6d.
ush Button 4, Battery Model .. =
Push Button £, A.C. Mains Model }22-10‘38 EW 5

_ SHORT-WAVE SETS. Baliery Operated.
One-valve : Blueprint, 1s.

Simple S.W. One-valver .. .. 231239 PW8as
Two-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Midget Short-wave Two (D, Pen). — PW3BA
The ‘ Fleet” Short-wave Two
- (D (HF Pen), Pen) . .o 27.8.38 PWO1
Three-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each,
Experimenter’s Short-wave Three

(8G, D, Pow) .. .. .. 80.7.33 PW30A
The Prefect 3 (D, 2 LT (RC and

Trans)) .. 06 .. .o ~— PWe63s
The Band-Spread 8.W. Three

(HF Pen, D (Pen), Pen) .. 1.10.38 PWes

PORTABLES

Three-vaive : Blueprints, 1s. each.
F. J. Comm’s ELF Three-valve

Portable (HF' Pen, D, Pen) .. —_— PW65
Parvo Flyweight Midget Portable

(8G, D, Pen) .. .. 3.6.39 PW77
Four-valve : Blueprint, 1s. )
“Imp * Portable 4 (D, LF, LF,

(Pen)) .. oc .. 19.8.38 PW88

MISCELLANEOUS.

Blueprint, 1s.
8.W. Converter-Adapter (1 valve) — PW48A

AMATEUR WIRELESS AND WIRELESS MAGAZINE
CRYSTAL SETS.
Blueprints, 6d. each.

Four-station Crystal Set .. 23.7.38  AW427
1934 Crystal Set .. 0o .. — AWd444
150-mile Crystal Set o 00 — AW450
STRAIGHT SETS. Battery Operated.

One-valve : Blueprint, 1s.
B.B.C. Special One-valver —_ AW387
Twoe-vaive : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Melody Ranger Two (D, Trans) .. —_ AW388
Full-volume Two (SG, det, Pen). . — AW392
Lucerne Minor (D, Pen) .. we —_ AW426
A Modern Two-valver 00 -— WM409
Three-valve : Blueprints, 1s, each.
£5 58, 8.G.3 (3G, D, Trans) —_ AW412
Lucerne Ranger (SG, D, Trans) ., —_ AW422
£5 5s. Three: De Luxe Version

(SG, D, Trans) .. .. .. 1958+ AW435
Lucerne-Straight Three (D, RC,

Trans) .. .. .. . — AW437
Transportable Three (3G, D, Pen) —_ WM271
Simple-Tune Three (SG, D, Pen) June’38  WAM327

Ecgnomy-l’entode Three ($G, D,

en) .- 90 0o .. Oct.’83 WM337
“W.M.” 1934 Standard Three

(8G, D, Pen) .. .. v — WM351
£3 3s. Three (8@, D, Trans) o Mar.’84 0 WM354
1935 £6 6s. Battery Three (SG,

D, Pen) .. .. .. . — WM371
PTP Three (Pen, D, Pen) — WM389
Certainty Three (SG, D, Pen) .. — WMS893
Minitube Three (SG, D, Trans) .. Oct.’35 WH396
All-Wave Winning Three (3G, D,

Pen = O ao 00 —_ WRL400
Four-valve : Blueprints, 1s. 64. each.
65s. Four (SG, D, RC, Trans) -- AW370
2HF Four (2 $G, D, Pen) - = AW421
Self-contained Four (SG, D, LF,

Class B) .. .. 00 .. Aug.’83 WM331
Lucerne Straight Four (8G, D,

LF, Trans) o 5 oq - WR350
£5 5s, Battery Four (HF, D, 2 LF) Feb. ’35 WMB381
The H.K. Four (8G, SG, D, Pen). _ WM384
The Auto Straight Four (HF Pen,

HF, Pen, DDT, Pen) .. Apr.’36 0 WMML04
Five-valve : Blueprints, 1s. 6d. each. s
Super-quality Five (2 HF, D, RC,

Trans) .. o 45 X WM320
Class B Quadradyne (2 8G, D, LF,

Class B) .. = 1 £ WH344
New Class B Five (2 SG, D, LF,

Class B) .. i, e g == WM340

March 16th, 1940

These Blueprints are drawn full size.

indicates that the issue is out of print.

Amateur Wireless ..,

Wireless Magazine
Number indicates the peripdical in which
cription appears : S
WIRELESS. A.W. to Amageur Wireless.
Wireless Magazine.

of the blueprint, and the issue (stamps

ampton Street, Strand, W.C.2.

Copies -of appropriate issues containing descrip-
tions of these sets can in some cases be supplied at
the foliowing prices which are additional to the cost
of the Blueprint. A dash before the Blueprint Number

Issues of Practical Wireless ... 44d(l Post Paid

R T .
The index letters which precede the Blueprint
Thus P.W. refers to PRACTICAL

Send (preferably) a postal order to cover the cost

unacceptable) to PRACTICAL WIRELESS Blueprint
Dept., George Newnes, Ltd., Tower House, South-

the des-
W.M. to

over 6d.

Mains Operated
Two-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each,.
Consoelectric Two (D, Pen) A.C... —
Economy A.C.Two (D, Trans) A.C. —
Unicorn A.C.-D.C. Two (D, Pen).. —_

Three-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Home Lover’s New All-Blectric
Three (8@, D, Trans) A.C. .. —
Mantovani A.C. Three (HF, Pen.
D, Pen) .. 0g ag 0o
£15 15s, 1936 A.C. Radiogram
(HF, D, Pen) .. 0a .. Jan’ 36
Four-valve : Blueprints, 1s. 6d. each.
All Metal Four (2 3G, D, Pen) ..July '33
Harris" Jubilee Radiogram (HF
Pen, D, LF, D) .. .. .. May *35

SUPERHETS.

Battery Sets : Blueprints, 1s. 6d. each.
Modern Super Senior .. -_—
'Varsity Four .. Do .. Oct.’35
The Request All-Waver . . .. June’36
1935 Super-Five Battery (Superhet) —
Mains Sets : Blueprints, 1s. 6d. each.
Heptode Super Three A.C. .. May’34
“ W.M.” Radiogram Super A.C, .. —

PORTABLES.
Four-valve : Blueprints, 1s. 6d. each.
Holiday Portable (8G, D, LF,
Class B) ,. 0g 0o do —_
Family Portable (HF, D, RC,
Trans) .. 0o 5o ..
Two H.F. Portable (2 SG, D,
1

QP21) .. .. .. .. --
Tyers Portable (SG, D, 2 Trans) . . —
SHORT-WAVE SETS.

Onc-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.

S.W. One-valver for America
Rome Short-Waver ra

Two-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
“Ultra-short Battery Two (SG, det,
Pen) ag .. .. .. Feb.’36
Home-made Coil Two (D, Pen) .. -—
Three-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
World-ranger Short-wave 3 (D,
RC, Trans) .. aa -
Hxperimenter’s 5-mnetre Set (D,
Trans, Super-regen) .. .. 30.6.34
The Carrier Short-waver (SG, D, P) July '35
Four-valve : Blueprints, 1s. 6d. each.
AW, Bhort-wave World-beater
(HF Pen, D, RC, Trans) r
Empire Short-waver (8G, D, RC,
Trans) 4 0o a0 a%
Standard Four-valve Short-waver

. 15.10.38

(8G, D, LF, D) .. 22.7.39
Superhet : Blueprint, 1s. 64.
Simplified Short-wave Super ., Nov.’35
Mains Operated
o Two-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Two-valve Mains Short-waver (D,
Pen) A.C. 13.1.40

VY.ML Loug-wavé Converter -
Three-valve : Blueprint, 1s.
Emigrator (SG, D, Pen) A.C. .. —
Four-valye : Blueprint, 1s. 6d.
Standard Four-valve A.C. Short-

waver (8&, D, R,C Trans) .. Aug.’35

MISCELLANEOUS,
S\(;ﬁd One-valve Converter (Price
Enthusiast’s i‘owei :Alny)liﬁer (1 /6.) s
Listt/‘:(xiler’s 5-watt A.C. Ampljfiep

Radio Unit (2v.) for WM392 (1/-) Nov.’85
Harris Electrogram battery am-

plifier (1/-) .. = "
De Luxe Concert A.C. Electro-

gram (1/-) .. 5 .. Mar.’36
Ne(lv style Short-wave Adapter

Trickle Charger (6d.) ag
Short-wave Adapter (1/-)..
Superhet Converter (1/-) .. ob
B.L.D.L.C. Short-wave Converter

(1/-r .. oo T .. May’36
Wilson Tone Master (1/-)., .. June’36
The W.M., A.C. Short-wave Con-

verter (1/-) 55 g1y 3

fErl

AW403
WM236
WM394
AW383
WM374
WM401

WM325
WM386

WMB375
WM395
WM407
WM379

WM359
WM366

AW393
AW447

WM363
WM367

Battery Operated.

AW4R9
AW452

WM402
AW440
AW355
AW438
WDMM390
AW436
WM313
Wh383

WM397

AW453
WM380

WM352

WNM391

AW329
WM387

WM392
W398

WM399
WM403
WHM388
AWW462
AW456
AWL57

WM405
WM406

WM408
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Auto-grid- Bias

““1 wish to fit auto-grid bias as recently
deseribed in your pages but am doubtful
about one point. In my set H.T.— leads
to a fuse-bulb, whieh in turn is anechored
to the metal chassis. Will this affect the
scheme in any way ? To put it another
way, am I right in assuming that the
resistor would be in parallel with the fuse-
bulb, and would this be in order ? >’—
E. J. W. (Liverpool, 4).

HE bias Tresistor must not be in
paralle]l with the fuse. In your case

you must disconnect the fuse-bulb holder.

from the chassis and connect it instead to
one side of the bias resistor and condenser.
The other side of the resistor and condenser
is then joined divect to the chassis. The
grid return lead, that is, the grid leak or
G.B. terminal of the L.F. transformer,
is then connected to the junctiont of the
fuse and bias resistor.

Resistance Wattage Rating

“ 1 am fitting up a small mains unit and
am rather doubtful regarding the wattage
of the two resistors which I have to inelude
for H.T. dropping. Can you tell me how
to work out the rating so that I shall obtain
the correet types of component and avoid
burning out ? >—A. F. (Amersham).

HE wattage of a resistor is calculated
from the current which flows through
it and therefore your first task is to ascertain
the current at each part of your circuit.
You can do this with a milliammeter
connected in series when using a battery
supply. The value of the resistor is then
caleulated by taking the voltage to be
dropped and dividing this by the current
in milliamps and multiplying the answer
by 1,000. The wattage is then calculated
in either of two ways. Firstly, you can
multiply the current by the voltage dropped
across the resistor, or you can multiply
the resistance in ohms by the current
squared. In each case the current is
expressed in amps., 1 milliamp being .001
armps.

Doublet Aerial

“1 wish to put up a doublet receiving
aerjal for use mainly on 30 metres. Could
you give me some measurements for a
horizontal aerial of this type ? Y understand
that it will also operate on 15 metres and
multiples of the fundamental, and I should
be glad if you would confirm this.”’—
J. H. (Birmingham),

HE exact measurements need not he
) rigidly adhered to as they will be
in odd inches. We suggest you try an
arrangement consisting of two lengths of
25ft. of standard stranded wire, with a 6in.
supporting rope in the centre. Fach end
of each wire must, of course, be well in-
sulated. From the centre ends of the two
wires take a twisted leader to the receiver,

and ordinary flex may be used for this

purpese. The aerial will operate quite
well on 15 metres and so on, the efficiency
dropping off below 15 metres.

B
ﬁ"""*ﬁ’wt::\ﬂ;w-mﬁ W

Furgher v

details regarding short-wave aerials will be
found in our new Short-Wave Manual,
price 5s. 3

Battery Connections
‘“Y wonder if you have ever published
any hint or suggestion for simplifying
battery eonneetions? I have a four-valve
battery set which has four separate H.T.
positive connections, and one negative con-
nection, and I use a. multi-cable battery
cord. Unfortunately, one of the plugs is
always coming ouf, and as the battery is
underneath the set in a cupboard I find it
awkward when getting no signals to have
to grope down and find the battery and
see which plug is out. I wonder if you can
assist me, therefore, to overcome this little
difficulty ? ’—L. E. R. (Watford).
r(:-:M_»dbn)m)-‘)mum)-(mndu¢uc-u-n

RULES

We wish to draw the reader’s attention to the
fact that the Queries Service is intended only
for the solution of problems or difficulties
arising from the construction of receivers
described in our pages, from articles appearing
in our pages, or on general wireless matters.
‘Weregret that we cannot, for obviousreasons—

(1) Supply circuit diagrams of complete
multi-valve receivers.

(2) Suggest alteratious or modifications of
receivers described in. our contem-
poraries.

(3) Suggest alterations or modifications to
commercial receivers. :

(4) Answer queries over the telephone.

(5) Grant interviews to querists.

A stamped addressed c¢nvelope must “be
enclosed for the reply. All sketches and
drawings which are sent to us should bear
the name and address of the sender.

Requests for Blueprints must not, be enclosed
with queries as they are dealt with by a
separate department.

Send your queries to the Editor, PRACTICAL WIRELESS,
George Newnes, Ltd., Tower Eouse, Southamplon Street,
Strand, London, W.C.2, The Coupon must be enclosed
with every query.
L(m()‘()-(l-l_()ﬂ’(1-().““!)’(}.(1.(&
HE trouble should not arise if vou use
good plugs. The standard split
plug may be opened with a penknife blade
so that it fits tightly, although perhaps
you have obtained the solid type of plug
which is intended for a slotted socket, not
the %olid socket found on batteries. The
only hint we can offer for battery con-
nections is to mount a strip of ebonite near
the set, and connect the leads to this,
making the strip with plugs and fitted
sockets to the receiver so that the entire
strip may be plugged in when battery
connections are needed.. This saves taking
out each plug separately when tests are
being carried out, but your trouble is
undoubtedly due to the unsuitability of
the plugs you are using.

- - ) ) D) A1 D) AR { ) D ) <M ATMEA{ 4 )BT~ ) < 1
G TN ) ) T T 1M, WD ) M ) e - y-oang

Unusual Components

““T have recently had a small set given
to me and I have dismantled it to use up
the parts. I am familiar with most of them,
but there are two items which I have never
seen before and which I cannot understand,
One is a small thing like a hollow cone
with wires at each end and it is enamelled.
It is about 3in. in diameter and lin. overall
length. The other is a small, bell-shaped
metal thing with a rubber aeross one end,

(Continued on following page.)
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PROMPT DELIV

4 45/=0t o |

RTS!
MODEL Sgl()l‘(lﬁusﬁra,llgdz ﬂ R ?@‘E s 'E R 0 ﬁ G

STRALIGHT ” 10 - valve
High Tidelity Radiogram QuAL'TY CHASSIS
chassis. — All-wave, incor- Advanced design includes masy

il o
E’.’,’"L.‘t‘ig b" N !ﬁad(;giggsgz refinements usnally found ouly
G g BESESG 5 in mosl expensive sets.

and Rtraiabt, haviog R I:i

pre-amplifier. R C. counple: " B

push-pull  Tricde oulput ‘* WRITE FOR Fall Specifi-

capable of hundling 8 watts. | calions, Yriee Lists and Most

CASH PRICE £13.40 or | Favourabl: Terms for full 1940
WITH ORDER Armstiong: Range.

45/ e 10 montuls [SUNBEAM Etectric
SHAVEMASTER

t with{he new ' 473 ' Tiead

tdved a perieet chave.

L00-2530 V., A.C. or D.C.

2 84/- post free, or 10/-

dewn and 8 montbly
payments of 10/-.

i on most {avourable lerme
J all _ well-known Sets

p- A B Lo Speakers,  Valves, ete.,
@ ~x ¥|925 dnmestic Flectric Equip-
Lale of 11,0at Lane, London. E.C.2. orders sent by cctudh

ment. Cash or C.0D.
All communications Lo evacuation addr«
-« WINDEN,” ARDINGLY RD., BALCOMRE, LUSZEX

ol gt i QUICKER and o BETTER TERNS frow 113

o OR THE
RADIO SERVICE MAN,
DEALER AND OWNER

The man who enrolls for an I. C. S. Radio
Course learns radio thoroughly, com-
pletely, practically. When he earns his
diploma, he will KNOW radic. We are
not content merely to teach the prin-
ciples of radio, we want to show our
students how to apply that training in
practical, every-day, radio service work.
We troin them to be successfulf

ANATIONAL CORRESPONE NCE SCHOO!

Dept. 94A, International Buildings,
Kingsway, London; W.C.2.
Please explain fully about your Iustruction in

the subject marked XN.
Complete Radio FEnyinecring
Complete Radio
Radio Bervice Encineers
Llementary Radio
Television
Il you wish to pass a Iladio examination
indicate it below.
Inst. of Wireless Technology
P.ALG. Certifieate for Wireless QOperators
Provisional Certificate in Radio Telephony ahd
Telegraphy for Aireralt
City and Guilds Teleconnunicationg
Name, oo Age

Address c.oivi it Vgt
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IN REPLY TO YOUR LETTER
(Continuned from previous page.)

and there are no tags or wires attached to it,
I should be glad if you could help me to
identify these iftems,”’—J. G, T. (Kentish
Town).
ALTHOUG‘H the debcriptions are prief,

we think we identify the two com-
ponents as a small ceramic type fixed
condenser and a grid-bias cell. We imagine
that the set is of American origin, and the
small condenser would have a capacity of
» few mmfd. The other item is a Mallory
grid bias cell, which is generally mounted
in & small clip near a grid terminal and
applies a biag of 1.5 volts or thereabouts.

American Valve Data

“*1 have one or two American valves
and I am not certain regarding the connee-
tions, Is there any book available in. this
country which gives the connections and
data relative to various Amerfcan valves?
If so, could you tell me where I could o btain
one ? ’—J. M. (Ilfracombe).

ATA and base connections for a large
number of American valves may be
found in the back of the catalogue issued
by the Premier Radio Company, price 6d.
Messrs. - Holliday & Hemmerdinger, of
74-78, Hardman Street, Manchester, 3, can
also supply the receiving valve manual
ssued by the Radio Corporation of America,
and this gives the characteristics and con-
nections of all their valves, which are
standardised throughout America.

Classified Advertisements

ADVERTISEMENTS are accepted for these columns
at the rate of 2d. per word (minimum charge 2/-
edch paragraph). Series discounts of 5 per cent. {or 13,
10 per cent. for 26 and 15 per cent. for 52 insertions
are allowed: All advertisements must be prepaid.
EAGH paragraph will commence with the first word
printed in bold face capitals. Additional words in
bold face capitals are charged at 4d. per word.
ALL communications should be addressed to the
Advertisement Manager,  Practical Wireless,” Tower
House, Southampton Street, London, W.C.2.

CABI!NETS

A CABINET for Every Radio Purpose. Surplus
Cabinets from noted makers under cost of manu-
facture. Radiogram Cabinets from 30/-.- Undrilled
table, console and loudspeaker cabinets from 4/6.
Inspection invited.

H. L. SMiTH AND €0., LTD., 289, Rdgware Road,
W.2. Tel : Pad. 5891.

COMMUNICATION RECEIVERS
THE famous HALLICRAVTER SX23, released by the

“makers only in July, 1939, can still be supplied by

Webb’s Radlo at

PRE-WAR PRICES.

We fortunately had good supplies delivered in August.
NO price increase on present stock of this model only,
£33 10s., H.P. teyms available. Write for descriptive
booklet.—P. Wehb's Radio, 14, Soho-Street, London,
W.1. ’Phone: Gerrard 2089,

CONVERTERS

E.D.C. Rotary Converter, 200-250 D.C. to 200-250 A.C.
120 watts in silence, cabinet with filter, perfect £5/15/-.
180-watt ditto, £7/15/-—Johyson Kngineering, 86,
Great Portland Street, W.1.

LITERATURE
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REPLIES IN BRIEF

T
g The following replies to queries are given in

kS
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abbreviated form either because of non-coinpliance
with our rules, or becausethe point raised is not of é

general interest. . ﬁ
B A2 G <R V<RI TR - ) I ) I {050 S |

L. R. (Bangor). The transforiner is-specially |

designed for the purpose and will therefore be quite
satisfactory.

H. 7. E. (York). The article in this issue will
answer all the points raised by you. ~

B. K. (Basingstoke). A pre-set would be preferable,
and you should try and obtain one of the type which
has a locking adjustment so that the setting may be
made permanent.

T. G. (E.£.3). The Eddystone component would be |

perfectly suitable. Make certain that you obtain one:
of the Iatest types, as they have been modified recently.

R. J. (Boxmoor). 1.5 volts will be insufficient,
Try at least 6 volts. A good G.B. battery will be
aflequate from the current point of view,

E. 8. (Southwark). 30 S.W.G. enamel wire will be
suitable at about 2,000 turns. Be careful with the
insulation. )

t.. R. (Bletchley). Ordinary grease is unsuitable.
Use a graphite preparation and use it sparingly.

8. P. (Gambridge). We regret that we cannot grant
you space in our editorial columns, and can only
suggest that you insert a small advertisement. We
would be inandated with similar requests if we per-
witted our editorial space to be used for the pur-
pose outlined in your letter.

S. J. B. (Bristol, 5). We refer you to our-blueprint
list published weekly.

W. A. (Riverstown). DPerhaps now that the valve
tester has bheen completed, the various details about
which you were uncertain have been cleared up. See
especially the final article on the subject.

W. J. (Wellingboro’), We regret that we cannot
supply a blueprint of a receiver utilising the coil in
question,

M. H. B. (Rugby). The coils are not now on the
market, but standard 6-pin plug-in coils could be sub-
stituted. .

L. W. (Sparkbrook). The unit is probably overloaded
by your 5-valve set. The unit is intended primarilye
for addition to a simple two or three-valve set.

G. J. (Stepney). Class B usually does not require
negative grid Bias, and, thetefore, perhaps you are
{rying to use the set in the wrong manner. We eannot
deal fully with your guery without further details.

L. A, D. (E:8). There is no frequency to D.C. mains
and therefore we think you are uuder some misappre-
hension regarding your supply. If the mains are 50
cycles we think you will find they are A.C. In any
case, the mains transformer will be burnt out if con-
nected to a D.C. supply.

emmnt ram( oy

must be attached to every query., |

it | | Q{1 ()
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E ‘The coupon on page iii of cover l
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NEW Edition. American Amateur Relay League
Handbook. 500 pages of up-to-the-minute technical
information, 7/- post free. 1940 Joncs Handbook ;
approximately 700 pages dealing with every aspect of
Short-wave Radio, 8/6. post free.—Weblb’s Radio, 14,
Solio St., London, W:1. "Phone : Gerrard 2089.

NEW LOUDSPEAKERS

3,060 Speakers from 6/6 each, P.AL and energised i,
to  1din., g including several Epoch 18in.—Sinclnir
Speakers,  Pulteney Terrace, Copeuhagen Street,
London, N.1.

PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS

AIR MINISTRY.

AERONAUTICAL INSPECTION DIRECTORATE.
Vacancies exist for unestablished appointments as
Examiners in the Geueral Engineering and W/T and
Instrument Branches.

| QUALIFICATIONS. e
All candidates must have good general education,

be able to read drawings, understand specifications,
use micrometers and otlier 1peasuring instruments,
(a) Applicants for the General Engincering Branch
must have had practieal experience in an engineering
works. An elementary knowledge of materials testing
is decixable.

(b) Applicants for the Instrument Branch must have
knowledge of physics and training in light engineering
or instrument making. Candidates with knowledge
of optical instruments are also required.

(¢) Applicants for the W/T Branch must have practical
knowledge of /T and electrical equipment with
technical training in radio commrunication equal to
City and Guilds final examination standard.
APPLICATIONS f(rom candidates previously inter-
viewed amd declared unsuccessful will be considered
provided the necessary additional experience has been
gained,

ACCEPTED candidates will undergo a period of
training in inspection as applied to the above subjects,
not exceeding three months, and will be pajd £8 10s. 0d.
weekly during training. Subsistence allowapce of
£1 5s. 0d. weekly during training is pavable to married
men normally residing outside the training area,
On suceessful completion of training, candidates will
be appointed as Examiners at a salary of £246 9s. 0d.
per annum (pavable monthly, in arrear) if service is
satisfactory, and must be prepared to serve in any
part of the United Kingdom.

NORMAL age limits 25 to 55.

CANDIDATES showld indicate on their applications
{or which vacaney they wish to be considered—a,
b or c.

APPLICATION nuust be made ou Form 786, copies
of which can be obtained on application, by posteard
only, to: The Inspector-in-Charge, A:I.D. Training
School (I.C.S./REC. 52), Brandon Steep, Bristol, 1.

LOUDSPEAKER REPAIRS

LOUDSPEAXER repairs, British, American, any
make. 24-hour service, moderate prices.—Sinclair
Speakers, Pultency 'Terrace, Copenhagen Street,
TLondon, N.1.

REPAIRS to moving coil speakers. Cones@oils
fitted or rewound. Ficlds altered or wound., Prices
quoted, including climinators. Pick-ups aud speaker
transformers réwound, 4/6. Trade invited. Guaranteed
satisfaction. Prompt service,

L.8. Repait Service, 5, Balhamn Grove, London, S.W.12.
Battersea 1321, .

MISCELLANEOCUS

BE TALLER!! Irches put you Miles Ahead 1!

Details ¢d. stamp.—Malcolm Ross; Height Specialist,
Scarborough. .

MORSE ECUIPMERNT

FULL range of Transmitting Keys, Practice— Sets,
Oscillators, Recorders and other Radio Telegraph
Apparatus, designed and manufactured by T. R.
McElroy, World's Champion Telegraphist.. Sole dis-
tributors : Webb’s Radio, 14, Soho Street, London,
W.1. ’Phone: Gerrard 2089,

VIORSE TRAINING

WIRELESS Code Courses. “ Book of Facts " Tree.—
Candler System Co. (L.Q.), 121; Kingsway, London,
w.C.2.

MORSE Code easily. learnt by gramophone records.
All speeds 2-15 words per minute. Full particulars.
Stamp.—Masters, Forest Way, Pound Hill, Crawley.

NEW CHASSIS

' ARMSTRONG €0, recommending the following

economically pricéd Radio Chassis for good quality
reproduction.

ARMSTRONG Model AW38.—8-valve All-wave
Radio-gram chassis, incorporating the latest eircuit,
including 6 watts push-pull output. Price £8/8/0 -
5% war increase,

Arstrong Co. have many other models of equal
interest, -please write for catalogue,

Armstrong Manufacturing Co., Warlters Rd.,, Holloway,
London, N.5.

I

RADIO MAP AND GLOBE

WEBB’S Radio Map of the World, enables you to
locate any station heard. Size40” by 30” 2 colour heavy
Art Paper, 4/6. Limited supply on Linen, 10/6.
WEBDB'S, Radio Globe—superb 12”7 full-colour
model. Radio prefixes, zones, cte. Heavy oxvdised
mount. Post Paid, 27/6.—Webl’s Radio, 14, Soho
Street, London, W.1, 'Phone: Gerrard 2089,

RECEIVERS AND COMPORNENTS

SOUTHERN Radio’s Bargains.

ALL Guaranteed. Postage Extra. 1

5/~ Parcel of useful Components, comprising Con-
densers, Resistances, Volume Coutrols, Wire, Circuits,
ete. Value 25/-, 5/- per parcel.

15/- Service Mans Component Kit, Electrolytic
Condensers. Volume Controls, Resistances, Tubular,
Mica, Paper Coudensers, Valve Holders, ete. 120
articles contained in strong carrying case, 9” x 77 x 77,
15/- the Kit.

21/- Small Traderls Parcel of Components. 150
Articles comprising all tvpes Condensers, Valve
Holders. Resistances, Chokes, Coils, Wire, ete. Value
85/-. 21/- the parcel.

5/- 100 Wire-end Resistances, assorted ecapacities.
Y and 1 watt, 5/- per 100.

ORMOND Toud-speaker Units, 2/6; Crystal Sets,
65/6; Yestectors Type W2, 2/6; Crystal Detectors,
2/-; Crystals, 6d.; Marconi V24 Valves, 9d.

2/~ "Tool or Instrnment Carrying Cases, ex Goveri-
ment Stock : Wood, 97 x 77 x 77, 2/-.

SOUTHERN Radio, 46, Lisle Street, Loundon, W.C.
Gerrard 6653.

5/ Bargain parcel comprising Speaker Cabinet, 2
Drilled Chassis, condensers, resistances and many
other useful components.  Worth £2. Limited
number. Postage 1/-—Bakers Selhurst Radio, 75,
Sussex Road, South Croydon.

BANKRUPT Bargains. Brand new 1939 models,
makers’ sealed cartons, with guarantees, at less
40 per cent. bhelow listed prices; also Midgets, por-

tables, car radio. Send 14d. stamp for lists.—Radio’ :

Bargains, Dept. P.W,, 261-3, Lichtield Road, Aston,
Birmingham,

RADIO Exchanges. Wanted good second-hand
radio sets in exchange for brandnew 1939/40 models
leading makes with puarantees and cash adjustment.
Send 14d. stamp for list of makes. Radio Exchanges,
610, Kingsbury Road, Brdington; Birminghan.

-




L

i

A

SRHEERC

|

-March léth{ 1940

.

PRACTICAL WIRELESS

RECEIVERS AND COMPONENTS

RECEIVERS AND COMPONENTS

AMAZING offer. &-valve A.C. all-wave superhet.

chassis. Latest Mullard valves: T.H4.B., V.P.4.1,,
T.D.D.4, PEN.A4, L.W.4350V. -Ranges: short-

Med.-wave 200-560 metres.
Long-wave 800-2,200 metres. Size of chassis, 14§”
fong, 74" deep; height over all, 83”. Control tuning
at side, volume onfoff at side, wave change. Provision
for pick-up. Compiete with valves and Knobs,
£4/17/6. Special speaker, 1,500 ohms fleld, 10/6.
RICE-KELLOGG Senior 12” moving coil speakers,
20 watts, 1,000 ohms, 11 ohws speech coil,  Without
speech transformer, 32/6; with transformer tapped
3,000 ohms and 7,000 ohms, 35/-.

GRAMPIAN 10” 10 watt, 2,500 chmenergised speaker.
Heavy cast frame, 15/~ each, With heavy-duty
pentode speech transformer, 17/6 each. Heavy-duty
speech transformers, pentode matching, 2/11 each.
ROTARY converters, complete with smoothing and
suppression, 6v. or 12v, input, 240v, 40 m.a. outpur.
17/6.

PLESSEY 2-gang straight condensers, 1/6 each. .Ditto,
3-gang, 2/- each. .

POLAR 100,000 volume controls, with 8,P. switch,

wave 16-48 metres.

16 each. Metal chassis drilled 157 x 67 x 13" and
114" £ 8" x 2§, 146 each. Push back wire, 12vids!
1/-.

ROLA PO speakers, latest1.ype 74”7 cone with pentode
transfornter, boxed, 14/8 éach. Clock-lheed dials,
5" x 317, with printed J-wave scale, ox-copper escut-
cheons and glass, 3/6 cach. Ditte, less escutahieons,
2/8 each. Horizontal dials, with plain seale 71" x
33" and pointer. 1/- each. 33yds. 3-way screeued
cable, 1/6.—

PLESSEY mains transformers, 350-0-350, 90
4v, 2.5 amps., 4v. ¢ amps., 8/6 each. >
FILAMENT transformers, input 200-230v., ontpn
4v. 4 amps,, 4v. 6 amps., 4/11 each.

G_;E.G. mains trausformer, American  windings,
350-0-350v., 65 m.a., 5v. 2 amps, 6.3v, 2.5 amps.
Suitable for replacements in G.E.U. models, 5/0 cach.
24 nifd. ean type electrolyties, 450v. working, 14- each.
“TRANSFORMERS.—Bobbins (less laminations), 350-
9-350-—90 m:a. 4v. 2 amyps., 4v. 4 amps., 1/6.
GHASSIS monnting valve hotders, American, 4-, 5-, 6-,
and 7-pin, 4d. each. Octals 64, each. Tactals 104.
cath. 7-pin English type, 3d. each.

m.a.

POLAR N.8.T. 1 watt resistances, ¢, each; 3/9 dozen.

All sizes up to 2 mep.

WEARITE mains transtormers, K.C.B.
350v. 30 m.a., 5v. 2amps. 6.3v. 5 amps., 6/11 each,
Type R.C.1, 250-0-250v. 80 mia., 4v. 2.5 amps.
4y. 4 amps., 9/11 each. Type R.C.2, 350-0-350v,
120 m.a., 3v. 2.5 amps., 4%, 4 amps, 12/6 each. Type
R.C.3, 350-0-350v, 150 m.a., 4v, 2.5 amps., dv. 2 wnps..
4v, 4.5 amps., 15/« each. Type R.C.4, 500-0-500 v,
150 m.a. 4v. 2 amps., 4v. 2 amps., 4v. 2.5 amps., iv.
5.6 amps., 21/- cach. Type K.C.5,
step-up or step-down, 100-110v., 200-250v., 12/ each.
All windings centre-tapped inputs, 200-250v,
WEARITE 110 kjc I.F. transformers, 1/- each.
AMERICAN C.T.S. volume controls, finest made,
divided spindles, length 217 with switch, 2,000, 5,000,
10,000, 25,000, 100,000, 250,000, 500,000 and 1 meg.,
2j each. Wire-wound -5 watt (less switch), 2,000,
5,000, 10,000, 20,000, 25,000 ohms, 2/- cach.

B.1. wire-end type, hias electrolytics, 50 mfd. 12v.,
1/6 each. 50 mfd. 50v., 2/- each. Tubuiar wire-end
aon-induetive paper, all sizes up to 8.1. 5d. each,
449 dozen.

PLESSEY ecnergised speakers, 6" cones~ 2,500 and
1,500 ohm field, 5/11 each.

MAINS units (standard telephones), fitted in metal
afety cases, A.C. mains, -inpat 200-230v., ountput
240v. 40 m.a,, less valve (any type 350¢. valve rectj-
fier). 3/6 each.

SPEAKER cabinets finished black rexine, .circular
fret, metal grill, size 81” x 0L x 417, 4/6 each.

MEDIUM and long-wave .ron-cored coil unit with
valve holder and sundry resistances, ¢d. each (no
cirenit.).

SPECIAL .01 and .25 tubulars, wire ends, mixed only, A

4/G dozen (not less). Special mixed tuhulars, useftl
sizes, our selection, 2/6 dozen.

BATTERY output pentodes, well-khown make, 3/11
each.

BATTERY donble diode triode, well-koown- make,
3/0 cach.

RAYTHEON first-grade valves, largest stockists, all
types in stock, including glass series, glass ootal séries,
netal series, bautom series, single-ended metal sexies,
and resistance tubes, all at most competitive prices ;
send for valve lists. Please write your address in
blockletters. Allordersmust include sutficient postage
tocover. Hours of business : 9 a.m.—6 p.m. weckdays,
Saturdays 9 am.—1 p.m.

RADIO GLEARANCE, LTD., 63, High Holhorn, London,
W.C.1. TELEPMONE : HOLborn 4631.

BANKRUPT Bargains. Please state requiremeuts for
quotation. Portables, dry and aeenmulator types
A€, and A.C./D.C. main sets up to 10 valves. 10v.
chassis all-wave with speaker and valves, £6/17/6.
All types of valves and service goods—Butlin, 6
“tanfard Aweme, Brighton.

100 watt auto, |

type, 350:0- |

- couverter, 12v.. 150v.. 30m.a., 18/9;

Wil all clients
Thiese are

COULPHONE Radio. Ormskirk.
please note uew prices of Collaro Motors.
dne to-manufacturers’ priee inereases, A
COULPHONE Radio, 22, Grimshaw Lane, Ormskirk.
Collare A.C. Motors, 12” turntahle, 27,6 ; with pick-up.
42/6. Rola G.12 energised speakers, 52f6, P.M.. 85/
Brand new roods.  1id. stamp list.

LONDON Central Ralio-” Stores,
W.C.2. Gerrard 2969,

PHILIPS Step-down traustorners, input 200-240 volts,
output ¢ volts, 3 amps., 2/9 each. B.l1. Condensers
4 mfd., 430 volts working, resin oil filled, 313 caeh :
25 mfd., 1,000 volt working, 273 each; .1 mfd, ditto,
2/3. Valves, 5.P.210, 4/3, Universal lentode 35720,
4/3 each, 2

EX-G.P.0. Multi-Coutnet Relays used in automatic
exelianges, new- condition, suitable for automatie
tuning,  Complete with contacts, 2/3, past {ree.

23, Lisle Street.

SCRAP your H.T. hattery with Mallory vibrator
lisied  £5/5/0.
Postage
Littio-

12v.. 250v., S0m.a., 25/-,
River Road.

Or (ienomotor.
1/3.— Aevonam eal Radio. 47,
hampton.

VAUXHALL.
HTY, 9/-. Valvebolders, 7-pin, Gd. ; 5-pin, 5d.
cantrols, 2/- ; with switel, 3/-,

VAUXHALL., T.C.C. cardboard coutainers; ¥ mfd.
500 v, 2/-: 6 plus 4 mfl, 350 v,, 1;9; 50 mfd. 50 v.,
1/9. Rola 8in. P.M. speaker with transformer, 14/9.
Qther sizes in stoek,

VAUXHALL. Bar type condensers, straight 0.0005
mfd., 2-gang, 6/6: 3-zang, 8/6. Full-vision drives,
station names, 6f-.

VAUXHALL. Iron-cored coils on base with switeh,
terminals, cireuit, 2-gang, 12/6: 3-gang. 19/6. 1-watt
resistors, +d.

VAUXHALL Utilitles; 1632, Strand, Fowlon, W.C.2.
Write for free list.

Skeferon ‘metal rectifiers, HT10, 134-:
Yolnme

SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES

Details |
1s.—16,

R.S5.G.B. rcduced war-time subscriptions,
and eurrent issue T, and R. Builetin,”
Ashridge Gardens, Tondon, N.13.

* Chassis socket

] STRIPS

¢ and PANELS

:_. for all
purposes.

o b s

British Mechanical Productions Ltd.,
I, Church Road, Leatherhead, Surrey.

"ENGINEERING
=1 OPPORTUNITIES’

—_—
- e

the ensy way to secure
A4 AMICE., A.DLI Mech.E.,
AMIEE, AMIAE,
M AMIWT, AMIRB., and

8 stmilar quallfications. &
WE GUARANTEE—
“NO PASS—NO FEE."

Detalls are given of over 160
Diploma Courses in nll branches
ot Civil, Meoh., Elsc,, Motor,
| Aero, Radlo and Television

Engineering, Building, Govern-
8 wermen o ment Employment, sto.

VWrite for this enilghtening Hand-book to-day FREE and pogt free.
-Briiish Institute of .Engineering Technolody,
408, Shaltespearc Houge, 17, 18, 19, Stratford Plage, W.1,

't-v-h-)-[---wl-(--'.-1-(-«-.-)-(----»~)-|---a--|-(--u.-1.‘
: FREE ADVICE BUREAU

i This “eoupon is available until Margeh 23rd,
!
!

1040, and must agccompany all Querkes and
Hints,
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Mains by fumous manufacturer.

aml Rejector.
Carviage Pald,

Special Ofter of Dual
by well-known manufacturer.
coil.
Medinm  aud long-wave operation.
with full diagrams, 2/9 cach.

Aerfal or

for OVERSEAS NEWS

3-Band S.W. t1-Valve Kit, 14/9.
Valve Kit, 22/6.

DE LUXE S.W. KITS

tune from 13 to 170 metres.

1 Valve Short-Wave Receiber or Adaptor Kit

1 Valve Short-Wave Superhet Converter Wit

1 Vau:_etShort-Wave A.C. Superhet Canverter

2 Valve Short-Wave Receiver Kit .. e

3 VgquShort-Wave Screen Grid and Pentlode
It

EUROPA MAINS VALVES,
AC.L, AC/S.G.,
.P., A.C.V.H.P.
AC./H.P., A.C,V.H.P. (T-pin), 7.6 ;

8/6 ; Double Diode Triodes, 76 ;

6/6 each.

in stock. Standard tubes, 5/6 each.
tubes, 6,6 each.

PREMIER BATTERY CHARGER3 for
Mains.

AMPLIFIER KITS

2/3: 160 i, 2/7; 250 wmf, 2/11.

with eircuit,
metres, 4/9 set, with cireult.
S.W. coil, 11-25, 19-18, 38-8¢ meties.
any type circuit, 2/11.

1/2 each,

UTILITY Micro Cursor Diuls.
Ratios, 4/3.

working, 7/6 each.
Orders 5/- and over sent Post Free.
piease add 6d. postage.

IER|

Special Offer of Record Auto-Ghanger Units forA.C.
Play 3 records.
Latest type Magnetic Pick-up, Auto-stop, Start
Limited pumber only at £4/19/8,

Rang  S8creened ﬁoirf‘s
Accurately matched suitable Bamd-Puss:
Complete

PREMIER SHORT-WAVE KITS

Incorporating the Premier 3-Band S,W. Coil. 11-86
Metres without coil changing. Each Kit is complete
with all components, diagrains and 2-volt valves.
3-Band 8. W. 2-

Coniplete to the last detail, inclwling all Valves awl
coils, wiring diagrams and Ineid instructioas lor
building and working. Each Kit is suppliel with s
ateel Chassis and Pancl and uses plug-in Loils to

REPLACEMENT VALVES FOR ALL SETS
4 v, AC. Types,

A.C.IV.-M.S.G.,
(6-pin), all §/3 cach.
A.C./Peng~
76 A.C/P.X4, 7/3; Oct. Freq. Changers,
350 v.
Rect.,5'6 ; 500 v. F. W. Rect., 6/6 ; 13 v..2 amps.
Gen. Purpose Triodes, 5/6 ; H.F. Pents and Var.-
Mu. H.F. Pen,, Double Diode Triodes, Oct. Freq.
Changers, 7,6 cach. Full and Haif-wave Rectifiers,

TRIAD HIGH-GRADE U.5.A. VALVES, all types
Qctal Base

Westinghou e Bectitlgation coniplete and
ready for use. To charge 2 volts at } amp., 11)9;
¢ volts at } amp., 19/~ ; 6 volts at ) amp., 22/6 ;
12 volts at 1 amp.. 24/6 . 6 volts at 2 amyps,, 37.6‘3

PREMIER 1940 HIGH FIDELITY

Each Kit is complete with ready-drilled

, chassis,  selected  components,  Specially

matched valves and fSull diagrams and

instructions s

~ontpletel
it of parts \\'irel:l ne?lg

with vajves. Pested.
d-watt 4.C. Amplifier £2- 6~6 £3-4-0
4-watt A.C/D.C. | £2- 6-6 £3-4.0
t-watt A.C. .- £6- 2.6 £7-0-0
3-10 watb A.C./D.C.,, £5- 5 -0 £6-2-6
15-watt A.C. 6-14-0 £8-2-6

Black Crackle Stcel Cabinet 15/~ extra.

PREMIER Short-Wave Condensers  all-brass
construetion, with Trofitul insulation. 15 wmf

1/9: 25 mmif, 1/10; 40 mimf., 2/-: 100 wmuf,
PREMIER SHORT-WAVE COILS, {- and G-pin
types, 13-26, 22-47, 41-49, 78-170 nietres, 2~ cach,
Special set of 8,W. Colis, 14-150
Premiér 3-band
Ruitabld
Coil Formers, {- and 6-pin, plain or thresled
Direet and 100 1
Jelly Type High Voitage Condensers, Imf. 3,000 v.

Cuder ff-

20/~
3

26/3
23’—

68/~

AC,

YOU MUST HAVE A

111 PAGES PRICE 6d.
GET YOUR COPY TO-DAY !

PREMIER 1940 CATALOGUE

ALL POST ORDERS TO:

CALLERS TO:

3
B o0 600 1001 SO 8 110000 15 €\ 1 4 0 a0 c..,j

“

Jubilee Works, 167,
Lower Clapton Road, London, E.5. .imherst 4793
Jubilee Works, or our NEW
“PREMISES, 169, FLEET STREET, E.C.4.
Ceutral 2883
or 50, High Street, Clapham, 8.W.4. Macaulry 235)
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\RAF W-ANT-S R-ADIO
E-C-H-A-N-I-C-S

(

The Air Minister announced recently that he wants radio mechanics.
Recruits selected for this specialised trade are given the rank of
Leading-Aircraftman and paid at the .rate of 5/6 a day; plus allow-
ances. ' This is an opportunity for young men, and Newnes’ Practical
and Authoritative Wireless Books will help you gain the knowledge

A= (1) THE PRACTICAL WIRELESS

<=3\  ENCYCLOPZHEDIA | By F. J. Camm

~ _Corpiledrby an acknowledged expert, this volyme forms-a complete guide, in alphabetical
order, to-the construction, operation, repair and principles of every type of wireless
receiver, It includes definitions, explanations, formula, and complete instructions on the
making and testing of various wireless compongents.
The illustfations include a complete series of circuits for every type of modern receiver.

' 7/6 net. (By post §i-.)
(2) THE OUTLINE OF o

'IRELESS
‘ By Ralph Stranger

Here is a book whiclt covers the theory and practice of Wireless Reception from A to Z,
and makes everything: plain, even to the most “non-technical” reader. Contents:

B | g 4 g\
7 oy .T: _11 )
#

d i Matter and Energy. Electrified Matter. Electronic Currents. Magnetism and Electro-
Magnetism, ; Batteries and Accumulators. Wireless Waves, Wireless Communication
and Broadcasting. Over 800 pages, fully illustrated. 10/6 net. (By post i1/-))

(3) EVERYMAN'S WIRELESS BOOK By F. J. Camm

A Radio Consultant for the Listener, Expert and Amateur Constructor; with Special Chapters on the Principles
of Radic Telephony, Installation and Systematic Fault-finding. With 200 Illustrations and Diagrams. General
Principles of Wireless Receivers. Testing.  Special Remedies for Local Conditions. Noises, their Cause
and Remedy. Equipment Troubles.  Short-Wave Troubles. Improving the Quality of Reproduction.
Accumulators and Batteries. gte. - B/- net. (By post 5/6

(4) THE MATHEMATICS OF WIRELESS By Ralph Stranger

“This brilliant and experienced writer on Wireless has a happy knack of making even the driest and most abstruse
topic interesting. He has a characteristic way of handling mathematic&which appeals irresistibly to those to
whom previously the subject has seemed both difficult and dull, S
The book deals with : Arithmetic. Algebra. Powers and Roots. Differential Calculus. Integral Calculiss.
Trigbnometry. The Slide Rule. Logérithms. Efficiency. Curves and Graphs in Wireless.

5/- net. (By post 5/6.)

(53 PR‘ACTECAL ERELESS ’ I ’I;O the Publisher, GEORGE NEWNES Ld Book
SERVICE MANUAL | DOV motee, sovsiron

3 ) G2 2 :
gy F. J Caoamm E or books eiic:irt:led‘beloews.e sfr;ié?oes: %’roesttgfn(;cfldee?)fgl:

the necessary amount.
A complete; pracrical and up-to-date work on the testing
and servicing of all types of wireless receivers, packed g
with valuable information for both the amateur and E
professional serviceman. - With over 200 illustrations.
6/~ net. (By post 6/6.) |

i. 2. 3. 4. 5.

‘ : P.O. Value........ b emg 0 0 588 o No. is........
SEND THIS COUPON TO-DAY ?}EW
3 . IS Nameyoooovounan, B 610 000 0060 0680 0 Coe v e oaiaste

Ask your bookseller to get you the book or books yoi: require at the ) N 3
usual price, thus saving postage. Alrernatively, send the form to the g Address ... ]
publishers, with postal order (plus 6d. extra on each book to cover ) °POpoFoReo0oodoooa oo S R
postage), and the ‘book or books will be senr direct to you.

a ........ I D SR SR R

AT -

Publisheéd eyery Wednesday by GEORGE NEwNES, Lnurep, Tower House, Southampton Street, Strand, London,” W.C.2, and Printed in England vy
THE NEWNES & PREARSON PRINTING Co., Ltp., Exmoor Street, London, W.10. Sole Agents for Australia and New Zealand : Gorpvoxn & Gorey, LD, South
“Africa : CENTRAL NEWS AGENCY, LTD. Practical Wireless can be sent to any part of the world, post free, for 17s. 8d. per annum  six months, 8s. 104

: Registered at the (feueral Post Office as a newspaper and for the Canadian Magazine Post. o X 3
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| THE HOME MECHANIC EN

i indispensable to the Modern Handyman :

Aircraft, Teleyision,

1 3/

NET,

An up-to-date and comiprehensive guide to the Mechanical, Scientific and Technical
Models, Astronomy, Electricity, Photography, Chemistry,
Over 600 lllustrations.

From all booksellers or by post 4/- from George Newnes, Ltd., Tower House, Southampton Stree, Strand, London, W.C.2.
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Acclaimed throughout the British Isles as
the best war publication!

Every Friday

Get a copy
fromyour

newsagent
to-day.

‘'onderful
Large-size
fap of the
War in the

North Sea

With Special
Photographs
You Will
Want to Keep

The most amazing of all war
maps appears in this week’s
WAR WEEKLY. It shows the
North Sea—the eternal battlefield
by sea and air—where the Navy
and the R.AF, our food ships
and fishermen, face deadly
hazards every hour of the day
and night. The Map shows
clearly the disposition of the
British Atlantic patrols near the
Shetlands, the contraband con-
trol, minefields, the routes of the
convoys and U-boats, and the
R.AF. reconnaissance flights.
Accompanying the Map are a
number of stirring photographs
of the War in this area where
the fight is fiercest.

George Newnes, Lid.

Adbags. ok ..
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H.d. BARTON CHAPPLE, B.Sc.

ROUND THE WORLD OF WIRELESS

Morse Practice

MANY amateurs are now taking up
morse practice with a view to
obtaining a post in the Services as wireless
operator. A simple oscillabor may be
built up for morse practice, but many
listeners also wish to tune in commercial
stations so that they can obtain actual
practice at vdrying speeds. Thus a good
short-wave set is also a necessary adjunct
to morse practice. To avoid the trouble
of having two separate units it is possible
to make up a combined oscillator and
receiver, and in this issue we give con-
structional details of such a unit. It must
be erphasised that this is not a transmitter
and does not radiate signals in any way.
When the switches are operated it becomes
a simple single-valve receiver of standard
short-wave design. In the alternative
position, certain parts of the circuit are
cut out and others are connected so that it
becomes a standard L.¥. oscillator, and so
that varying pitches may be obtained a
tone-contro} device has been included.
In this way familiavity with various notes
will be obtained, and the practice is thereby
improved as the user does not become
familiar with one tone.

Latest Australian Broadcast Schedules

VLR‘ Melbourne, now uses the following
wavelengths and call-signs :
Call-signs :  Before 5.15 p.m.,, VLR3.
After 5.30 p.m., VLR.
Wavelengths :  Before 5.15 pm., 25.25
metres.  After 5.30 p.m., 31.32 metres.
Power : 2 kilowatts.
Frequencies : Before 5.15 pm., 11,850
kilocycles. After 5.30 pan., 9,580
- kiloeyeles.
Location : Lyndburst, near Melbourne.
All mail matter should be addressed to :
Australian Broadeasting Commission,. Short
Wave Section, Box 1686, G.P.0., Melbourne,
Australia. Cables  and  telegrams :
* Abcom,” Melbourne.

The Red Cross
HE Midland Region provides for the
Home Service on Good Friday a
feature programme about the history,
Srowth and development of the Red Crogs.
Everybody knows of the movement, but
few could tell how it originated and exactly
under what conditions it worls, Actuslly
the inspiration for founding it came from a
Swiss banker, M. Henri Dunant, who had
this splendid humanitarian idea of non-
combatant volunteers, under an inter-
national emblem, working for the care of
the wounded. The Geneva flag  was
chosen, and it was under the Geneva
Convention of 1864 that the terms of
service were laid down., The international

character of the movement will be stressed
in the programme.  An account will also
be given of the British Red Cross-Society
and its activities up to date. 'The producer
will be Robin Whitworth.

“The Colonel’s Been Murdered at
Last”

“TTHE Colonel’s Been Murdered at Last,””

to be broadcast on March 23rd, is a
skit on the usual detective thriller, written
in a somewhat facetious vein. "The leading
figure, Colonel Wyndham _Baggerley-

NI

He gets them, however,” in a distinctly
novel way, and which many sufferers from
those teHers of -intdrninable stories of
what happensd -in 202 would probably likg
to emulate. The play will be. produo‘"e’g
by Johin Cheantle, to whose eare most radio
thyillers are now entrusted.

Cinema Organ from Glasgow

ERALD SHAW, the Scottish cinema
organist, will play ®n March 23rd

at ‘the organ of the Paramount Theatre,
Glasgow. Ilis programmes are notable for

Ly Belle and Sevtiy,
balled siars of WLW,
Cindinnati, will soon be
seen here in a piclure
entitled ** The Village
Barn Dance,” -the secorid
picture theg will have
gmade this“year.  The
"WLW stars will be seen
with a supporting cast
that includes Don
Wilson, gqnnouncer on the
Jack Benny programme ;
Vera Vague (Barbara
Jo Allen), radio chatter-
- box, and the Kidoodlers,
NBC harmony  group.
Lulu Belle and Scotly
are accompanied by
Linda Lou, their young
daughter.

oS st

Chatteris, is the perfect club bore, and
unlike most club bores, he gets his deserts,

Editorial and Advertisement Offices :
‘ Practical Wireless,”” George Newnes, Ltd.,
Tower House, Southampton Street, Strand, |
W.C.2. ’Phone: Temple Bar 4363
Telegrams : Newnes, Rand, London.
Registered at the G.P.Q. as a newspaper and
for transmission by Canadian Magazine Post,

"The Editor will be pleased to consider articles of a
practical nature  suituble for publication in
PRACTICAT WIRELESS, Such articles should be
written on one side of the paper only, and should
contain the name and address of the sender; Whilst
the Editor does not hold himself responsible for
manuscripts, every effort will be made to retumn
them if a stamped and addressed envelope is
enclosed.  All correspondence intended for the
Lditor should be adiressed : The Editor, PRACTICAL:
WIRELESS, George Newnes, Iid., Tower House,
Southampton Street, Strand, W.C.2.

Owing to the rapid progress in the design of
wireless apparatus and to our efforts to keep ouy
readers wrtouch withthe latest developments, we give
no warranty that apparatus deseribed in our
colimns is not the subject of letters patent.

Copyright in all drawings, photographs and
artieles published in PRAGTICAL WIRELESS  4s
specifically reserved throughout the countries signa- &
tory to the Berne Convention and the U.S.A.
Reproductions or imitations of any of these are
therefore expressly forbidden, PRACTIOAL WIRE-
LESS incorporates * Amateur Wireless.”

25 TR

their light todeh and the original W&y in
which his items are arranged.

Royal Matines Band
HE Band of H.M. Royal Marines,
Plymouth Division (by permission of
Brigadier R. C: A. Glunicke, A.D.C.),
conductor, Major “F. J. Ricketts, will
broadcast on March 23rd 'in the Home
Service and Forces programmes. Their
broadcast will begin with  the March
fautasia, *‘ Colonel Bogey on Parade,” by
Kenneth Alford, which, as is - generally
‘known, is a pen-name for Major Ricketts.
He wrote the famons margh at Fort George,.
Inverness-ghire, in 1913. In addition to
military = marches, Major Ricketts has
composed much popular ‘music, and his
arrangements for military bands range from
symphonies and overtures to = popular
numbers. !
of the Band of the Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders; in 1930 he was transferred
to Plymouth.

Other items in the programme wiil
include Rimsky-Korsakov’s “The Flight
of the Bumble Bée’’ and a selection from
“The Fleet’s Lit Up.”

For 19 years he was conductor -

A S
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Reading a Theoretical Diagram

This Article Will Help the Beginner to Overcome the Difficulties
Experienced in Early Stages - - -

HE average beginner can get along
quite well with his first construec-
tional effort, when he is working to

one of the full-size blucprints produced by
Pracricar. Wireress. The trouble only
begins when the time comes to carry out
some modifications, or when it is desired to
try another circuit, and he finds that the
only help he can get is in the form of a
theoretical diagram. He finds himself in
much the same position ag would an in-
experienced person when faced with the
problem of reading a well-detailed map.
He is unable to interpret the various signs
or symbols into something tangible which
he could, no doubt, recognise by its shape
or markings.

Shorithand of Radio

We all pass through this rather trouble-
some period, but if it is approached from
the right angle, the deciphering of what is
so often termed the shorthand of radio
can become quite fascinating.  Unfor-
tunately, however, the reaction to the
theoretical diagram obstacle is not the
same in-all cagses. With some beginners T
have met, the held-up to their progress
produced an attitude of defeatism, and no
attempt was made to master the situation.
Needless to say, such so-called enthusiasts
did not carry on with she guod work and,
consequently, lost -one of the finest hobbies
going. Luckily for radio, there are the
others who, when they come up against a
problem or obstacle, become all the more
determined to solve or overcome it. With
the diagrams, for instance, they make com-
parisons between the theoretical circuits
and their wiring plans, and by the process
of tracing the wiring and applying a little
sound reasoning they are eventually able
to understand the symbols. Ifthis procedure
iz adopted, there is no reason why every
beginner should not master theoretical
diagrams and soon find himself in the
position of being able to draw his own
cireuits.

Perhaps a word or two of advice would
not be amiss at this point. There is no
quick cut to success. It is very much like
learning the Morse Code, except one is
aural and the other visual identification ;
practice and more practice is the only way
to impress. the various symbols on one’s
mind, and until these can be retained and
recognised or drawn from memory, the
beginner must keep on with the practice.

Theoretical Diagrams

Unfortunately, the above advice is not
in itself sufficient to enable one to reach
the desited goal. A complete knowledge of
the symbols certainly allows the beginner
to read a diagram, see what components are
employed and how they are connected,
but unless a fair knowledge of the element-
ary fundamentals of radio are also present,
the process cannot he reversed. To draw
a theorctical diagram of, say, a simple three-
valve receiver, one must know how and
why certain components arc necessary, the
parts of the circuits they must occupy,'and
2 genieral idea of the cssential connections.

If the would-be radio constructor has not
vet acquired such knowledge, then in his
own interests it would be advisable for
him to start reading and digesting a
reliable text-book on the subject. In this
direction it is well worth while sending to
the offices of Pracrrcar Wireress for the
small booklet which gives full details of
the various radio text-books edited by the
Eiditor of that journal. Steady, diligent
reading, plus a certain amount of practical
constructional or experimental work. will
soon enable one to build up a very useful
knowledge of radio, and once a good
foundation has becn made, it is surprising
how rapid progress can be if keen interest
is shown in the subject.

Reading the Signs

On page 28 are given sufficient conven-
tional signs for the beginner to start with,
and by using these in conjunction with the
theoretical diagram of a simple valve
receiver it should be possible for a rough
practical wiring chart to be drawn. This
suggestion is, of 'course, for practice
purposes only, as it helps one to link
up the symbols with their actual
components. .

Ignoring the valve signs for a.moment,
Jet us coummenrce our examination at the
top of the other symbols—Notebook Page
No. 31. The first two signs represent variable
condensers, such as those used for tuning,
reaction and several other purposes in
radio apparatus. The arrows indicate that
they are variable, as the same sign as the
first one is also used to denote fixed con-
densers, but in such instances the arrow is
omatted. Although it is usually recognised
that the moving vanes of a variable con-
denser are connected to the low-potential
part of the circuit, the second symbolissome-
times used when it is required to stress the
connections to the moving wvanes which are,
therefore, represented by the curved airow.

(- ) {} €T TR |22 () M | T - )R |- )b ¢

JOIN NEWNES’
PRACTICAL GROUP

PRACTICAL MOTORIST

7 The owner-driver’s journal which tells you how to
' repairg overhaul, and obtain the best perform-
§ ance from your car.

td.—Every Friday.

PRACTICAL MECHANICS

The ouly Lnglish journal of its type. It deals
with every brauch of Sclence, Mechauies
1nveution. Model-Makiug, Chemistry, Astron-
omy, Photography, 'Television.

7d.—Every Month.

5 THE CYCLIST
i The leading weekly fur every Cyelist, Clubman,
§ " Ttility Cvelist, or Tourist,

3 Join “The Cyelist”” Road Club and also take
! advantage of the FREIL Insurance offered.

5

3d.—Every Wednesday.

R ) T ) 1 G - (B )T ) < ) ST 1) T } G ) D - e ot

()-SR ()-SR )G- )R- S| | ) I <RS- -0 -} - gl

By L. O. SPARKS

Condensers

A differential variable condenser has two
sets of fixed vanes into which can be meshed
one set of moving vanes. according to the
direction of rotation of the operating
spindle. To make it quite clear that =
component of this type is required, the
third sign is wsed and the small centre
curved portion indicates the moving vane.

Pre-set condensers, which are mnothing
more than small variable condensers, are
used when it is required to adjust the
capacity in or across a circuit and leave it
set at the correct value, For this reasan
the components are not usually fitted with
a proper control spindle but with an
adjusting screw. The fourth symbol is the
one which is used in such instances. Tt
should be noted that the arrow is dotfed.

Chokes

The sign for a high-frequency choke.
coil or any air-cored inductance comes
next. An H.F.C. is indicated by the sign
shown, but w'*h modern coils, which
usually have ..wo, three or more windings,
the necessary symbol is not always quite so
simple. If it is remembered that each
winding ig generally shown, to indicate the
type of coil required, by repetitions of the
sign to which we are referring, it should be
possible to understand most coil diagrams.

When an inductance is wound around an
iron core as, for example, low-frequency
chokes (L.F.C.s), L.¥. transformers, mains
transformers or the field of an energised
moving-coil loudspeaker, it. is usual to
run a few lines through or alongside the
coil symbol as shown in the diagram. This
cnables the observer to see at a glance
that it is not a coil, such as those mentioned
above, having a simple air-core.

Transformers

The H.F. transformer sign simply denotes
that two separate coils are used with no
direct electrical connection between them.
The same sign is also used for aerial circuits
when one winding, the primary, is con-
nected between the aerial and earth, and
the other, the secondary, across the crystal
or valve as the case mav be. The L.T.
transformer, which las to have a very:
much higher value of inductance than its
H.F. counterpart, uscs the same two
inductance signs plus the lines to indicate
that an iron core is used or, in other words,
to show that it is an L.F. component.

The next three signs are used to denote
various forms of resistance, the first a
simple fixed resistance, ov to be more
correct, the component should be called a
resistor; the second indicates that the
value of the resistance is variable (note
the arrow); while the third shows a
potentiometer which is nothing more than
a variable resistance fitted with three
connections. Two of these are taken to the
ends of the resistance, while the third is
connected to a moving arm which is so
arranged that it sweeps over the resistance
element.

(To be continued)
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Radio

in the

Services

A Refresher Course for the Radio Mechanic—2

RAT a skeleton circuit of a simple type
of S.W. superhet, indicating the
various stages ; 1t is not mecessary o include

A.V.C., tuning indicators orthe power-supply

section. Very briefly outline your reason
for -choosing the mprincipal components
andicated.

An outline circuit for a four-valve, plus
rectifier, superhet is given in Fig. 1, where
approximate values of the chief components
are marked. Vertical broken lines  are
dravwn to divide the circuit :
into freguency - changer,
intermediate - frequency,
second-detector and out-
put stages.

A triode-hexode valve
ig used as frequency-
changer, it being con-
sidered that this is
generally: most efficient
on short waves. The

to -about 17 metres; for
lower wavelengths it
might be desirable
slightly = to modify the
connections to the frequency-changer.

Ordinary plug-in coils would probably be
used, as being most convenient in a receiver
of this type. Alternatively, it would in-most
cases be satisfactory to employ standard,
ready-made dual or triple-range S.W. tuners
in conjunction with a gang condenser.

The intermediate-frequency transformers
are shown as being of the 465 kefs type,
since this is found to be the most efficient
standard frequency for which there is an
ample choice of commercially-made L.F.
transformers.

O would you proceed o check o wave-
change switch suspected of being faulty
if test instruments were not available ?

The method 'would have to be dependent
to a certain extent upon the circuit and the
number of points on the switch. For
example, a check could be made far more
easily in the case of an H.F.-Det. receiver
in which a three-point switch were used for
ghort-circuiting the long-wave sections of
the two coils, than if the switch were of the
multi-gang type acting on several coils and,
perhaps, bringing a load resistor or other
component into circuit on one of the wave-
bands covered.

In any type of circuit, however, the
general procedure would be to set the switch
to the position -at which the contacts are
supposed to be closed and then, where
possible, to press the contacts together by
means of a length of insulated rod. Where
the contacts areinaccessible it may be neces-
sary to bridge the terminal points with
short lengths of wire.

The latter test-would apply when it was
suspected that the contacts were not closing
—when working on the lower of two wave-

‘bands. If it were feared that some of the

switch -contacts were ‘failing to open, the
test would be made by disconnecting the
leads when the switch was set to -the
“open ”’ position. In both cases, the altera-

By Frank Preston

.

tions mentioned should not have any
effect if the switch is behaving correctly.

HAT tests would you apply to a valve
of only a multi-range meter was
avarlable ?

First the valve should be connected to
H.T., L.T. and G.B. supplies, and the
voltages at each point noted. Knowing
these values the anode current would be
measured. If makers’ data for the valve was

Those making application for enrolment as radio
mechanics are required to pass a test. Success in this
may mean immediate promotion.
given some questions of a type which may be asked—
it is not suggested that any of them have been asked—
afong with what can be considered suitable replies.
suitable for workingdown ~ A preliminary set of typical questions and suggested

In this

replies was given last week.

available the gensral condition of the valve
could be judged at once. If not, approxi-
mate anode-current figures would be known,
80 a good impression could be formed. A
further test might take the form of com-
paring the anode current passed with
different applied G.B. voltages ; the cathode
or anode-current supply should be switched
off while making adjustments of G.B.
voltage,

It might also be-desirable to test for short-
circuit (by means of a small dry battery
and the meter) between cathode and heater,
cathode and grid, cathode and anode, grid
and anode, and also between the various
other electrodes of a multi-electrode valve,

XPLAIN briefly how a visual-tuning

“indicator, of any kind, could be
devised and fitted in the circuit of any
recetver provided with A.V.C.

All that is necessary to. have a visual
indication of the correct tuning point is a
means of watching any change in the anode
current of the controlled valves. Thus, a
milliammeter included in the H.T. positive
lead to the valves fed from the A.V.C.
circuit would suffice. In case of difficulty
in arranging this, it would generally be
satisfactory to include the meter in the
H.T. lead to one of the controlled valves,
preferably the LF. flo avoid introducing
‘ instability the meter
shouid be shunted with a
fixed condenser of about
1 mfd.

The meter would give
its lowest reading, on any
particular  transmission,
when the set was exactly
in tune ; on each side of
the tuning point the
needle would rise. The
lowest reading would not
be the same on all trans-
missions, but would be
dependent upon the sig-
nal strength of each. The
needle would “dip”
most on a strong signal when the A.V.C,
was at a maximum.

ESCRIBE _two methods of arranging
variable selectivity comtrol in  con-
Junction with an I.I. transformer.
Probably the most obvious method is to
mount one winding (either primary or
secondary) in such a manner that its posi-
tion can be changed in relation to the other.
Thus, the secondary might be on a former
separate from the primary, this former being
mounted on a spindle so that it could be
rotated through 180 degrees. The ides is
similar to that employed in variometers and
vario-couplers of 15 years ago. A corre-
sponding but alternative method would be
to wind the secondary on a smaller former
than the primary. The two would be
mounted concentrically and a threaded

(Continued on page 34)
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Fig, 1.—Skeleton diagram of a simple S.W. superhet. Values indicated are approximate.
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Improved Permeability Tuning

T is well known that the tuning of
oscillating circuits in receivers can be
performed by displacement. of the

moulded core of the cotls, in the oscillating
circuit. This method serves not only for
continuous tuning, in place of a rotating

condenser, but also for oscillating circuits
which are connected in by actuating the’

push-buttons in push-button receivers.
These oscillating circuits ave, it is true,
pre-tuned, but they are nevertheless in
many cases tunable over a. large range, so
as to be able to piek up any desired trans-
mitter-in the wave-range for each push-
button. .

In order to be able more easily to achieve
ganging of a number of tuning circuits over
the whole frequency range, it is known to
be desirable that' the frequeney curve
representing the relation of frequency to
core displacement should be as near straight-
line as possible. It is then only necessary
to take care that the frequency curves. of
different circuits have the same inclination,
8o, that they can be brought into super-
position by parallel displacement, which is
not possible with non-linear curves.

Capacity Tuning :

With capacity tuning by means of
frequency-linear rotating condensers, the
adjustment to equal inclination can - be
achieved by equalising the inductances,
and the parallel displacement by a relative
rotation of the rotors. A relative deviation
of the inductance wvalues leads to the
frequency curves departing from each other
in the direction of increasing frequency,
because with a difference of inductance
_only the frequency ratio and not the
frequency difference of the two civcuits is
constant over the range, so that at higher
frequencies the frequency difference is also
correspondingly higher.

The same considerations hold for the
inductance tuning with which we are here

concerned. In this case ganging can be
achieved with frequency-linear tuning
-
-
s
L 4

Fig. I.—
Curve showing
the relation
between the displace-
ment path of a moulded
core and the frequency
of the oscill ating circnit.

—{

characteristic, the inclination of the
characteristics being brought into agree-
ment by equalising the capacities, which
remain unchanged during the tuning, and
the characteristics being brought into
superposition hy relative displacement of
the moulded cores, which are coupled
together. The advantages of this method
are as follows. No auxiliary cirenit elements
are necessary for equalising the initial
inductances, relative displacement of the
moulded cores being sufficieirt, Moreover,
on account of the absence of an auxiliary
circuit element for equalising the initial
inductances, the tuning variation range is
not restricted.

A System. in which Tuning.

Arrangements are Coupled'

Together by Shifting a
Moulded Core

Fig. 1 shows-the relation between the
displacement path ! of a moulded corc
and the frequency f of the oscillating
circuit. The beginning of the curve, at the
bottom left, shows the frequency of the

oscillating circuit with moulded core at s.

distancé. As the core is approached the
frequency falls at first slowly. and. then
faster.  This drop has a linear course over
a small region and in the upper part- the
curve bends over. The upper curvature
can, however, be pushed further out and
at the same time made sharper, so that the

7 /2

Fig. 2.—Section of a variable inductance.

straight-line region of the curve becomes
longer. :

- Variable Inductance

Fig. 2 shows how this can be achieved.
A coil 1 consisting. of a single-layer winding
is first wound on the coil former 4. One or
more additional layers of turns 2 are then
wound on a third of the length of the coil,
When the iron core 3 is- pushed in the,

= [

inductance therefore increases faster sinee
the iron “core is effective on a greater
number of turns at the end of the coil.
The inductance of the coil, moreover,
increases quadratically along the linear
part of the curve in Fig: 1. R

This type of variable inductance can he
used in circuits which are to be tuned to
the same frequency as well as in superhet
receivers, in which the input and oscillator
circuits have to be tuned to a constant
frequency difference. The frequeney
difference, between the two circuits whicl is,
of course, equal to the .intermediate
frequency, may be obtained in various ways:
The corves of the two circuits may be so
displaced with respect to each other that
the desired frequency separation is avail-
able at the one end of the range. If the
capacities are correctly set:it will also be
maintained over the whole range. This
displacement of the moulded corves can,
however, only be carvied out when the
intermediate frequency is small, for other-
wise the range of variation is too limited.
In order to avoid this it is possible to use
moulded cores of different permeability,
or to wind one of the coils with larger pitch,
or to give it a larger diameter. It is,
however, also possible to use like coils and
cores for the two circuits by connecting a
coil in parallel with the coil of the circuit
oscillating at the higher frequency, and
another small coil in series with it (corres-
ponding to the parallel and series con-
denser in capacity tuning). With push-
button receivers the latter case results in
the advantage that it is-only necessary to
provide a single parallel inductance, and a
single series Inductance for all the tuned
circnits, since the tuned circuits are, of
course, connected in individoally.

Television in Il;a_ly

ON two Jr ‘three occasions recently
attention has been drawn in these
columns to the progress which Ttaly is
making in the realm of televisien,. while
other nations are marking time because -of
the war. Both on the transmitting and
receiving sides, as well ag in the realm of
special applications, evidence is forthcoming
periodically of the work that is being done.
in that country. Quite recently it was
brought home forcibly that a television
service is operating by the furnishing of
details concerning one of the latest types of
cathode-ray-tube receivers. The set is built
up into & neat skelétonr framework with all
sthe power supplies located at: the base,
Although the tube face has a 14in. diameter,
its length is relatively small,"and by mount-
ing this at the top of the cabinet with a
slight rake in the section where the picture
aperture appears, comfortable direct view-
ing for a large number of people is made
possible. Interlaced scanning is employed
to reduce flicker; and the frame frequency
is 50 -per- second. Magnetic scanning and
focusing on normal lines characterise the
functioning of the cathbede-ray tube, while
newly-developed secondary emission valves
are used in the ‘video-teceiver: section to
segregate the synchronising pulses: for
controlling the time-base generator circuits.
Both the vision' and sound receivers are
superheterodymes, and in the case of the
former omne ‘video-frequericy _anmplifying
stage is tsed in’ conjunction with two inter-

mediate and two video-frequency stages,
often referred to erroneously. as low-
frequency stages. In the case of the sound
receiver a high-frequency amplifying stage
with two LI.s are used, and steps have
been taken fo ensure that the frequency
response is of a very higlt order so as to take
advantage of the wide band width used
when radiating sound on the wltra-shors
waves..
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\;A Dictionary of Metals
and Their Alloys

Edited: by F. J. CAMM:;

This book is a handy and straighi-
Sorward compilation of salient and useful

acts regarding dll the known metals, and!
aearly all the known commercial alloys.
Chapters are also included on polushing,
imetal spraying, rustproofing, metal colowy-
g, case-hardening and plating metals, o
T well as numerous instructive. tables.

+ :The book costs 5s., or by post Bs. 4d.,

Vand is obtainable from all booksellors or
ithe publishers :
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HE longer hours of daylight which we
are now experiencing are already
making their presence felt in the

reception of long-distance stations. It is
well known that the sun’s rays have a
marked effect on signals which have to
travel a considerable distance, and in many
cases stations which have been well received
during the early evening throughout the past
few months are now beginning to fade out
and difficult to receive until quite late at
night. As many listeners are now making

a regular practice of listening to news in
L[ —
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Fig. 1.-—Simple.reacting scheme using a triode.

English from such stations, it is desirable
to adopt some scheme to enable these
stations still to be heard. It must be
remembered, of course, that during the
summer certain banfls may be found to
fade out entirely and signals be unobtain-
able on those bands, even with the most
powerful receiver. In these cases you must
turn to the bands which are not seriously
affected by these conditions. In general it
may be said that during the summer the
15-metre band—that is, from 12 metres to
20 metres—will be found the most satis-
factory. However, the simplest method of
obtaining the desired improvement in
normal cases is the addition of H.T.
amplification, but there are several ways
in which this may be carried out.

Pre-selection

The addition of an H.F. amplifier may
simply add punch to an incoming signal or,
by including a tuned circuit in the amplifier,
additional selectivity may also be gained.
On account of the latter fact such an
amplifier is often referred to as a pre-
selector. In the simplest form an aperiodic
aerial circuit is adopted, consisting of an
H.F. choke or resistance across the grid
circnit of the H.F. valve, but whilst adding
such a stage the advantages of the additional
tuned circuit are well worth considering
and the additional expense is not con-
siderable. Many amateurs will have a
spate tuning condenser and coil available,
or a simple coil may be made up quite
cheaply. But at the same time it is algo
worth while considering -one other small
point. As additional gain is obtained by
the use of an H.F. stage it may be found in
some cases that this will bring in weak

’

SHORT-WAVE

ADDING AN H.F. STAGE OR
PRE-SELECTOR

How to Obtain Improved Summer-time
Reception of Long-distance or Weak Stations.

By W. J. DELANEY.

stations working on wavelengths close to a
desired station, and thus, in spite of the
additional selectivity, some background
interference may be experienced. In some
cases this may negative all the advantages
given by the pre-selector and thus it is
worth while including a further refinement
to such a circuit, namely, reaction or
regeneration. By this means the gain and
the selectivity of the amplifier may be
easily controlled, and thereby the maximum
benefits of the amplifier may be obtained.

The Circuit

For the battery user, a standard six-pin
coil could be used for the tuner, with a
standard short-wave tuning condenser of
.00015 mfd. with, or without, the addition
of a bandspread condenser. A triode or
pentode valve may be employed, and the
output from the anode is taken to the aerial
terminal on the normal receiver, whilst the
aerial is transferred from that terminal to

~H T+
HE CHOKES I p——————HT+
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Fig. 2.—Similar arrangement to Fig 1, but
using a pentode.
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the aerial terminal on the H.F. unit.
Reaction is adjusted in the normal manner

after a station -has been tuned in, such

tuning being effected on both receiver and
H.F. unit. The H.T. and L.T. supplies
may be tapped off from any part of the
receiver which ismost convenient, whilst the
earth terminal on the unit should be joined
across to the earth terminal on the receiver.

By using an S.G. or H.F. pentode valve
additional gain may be obtained, and by
connecting a wander-plug to the screen-grid
terminal the H.¥. applied to this part of
the valve may be adjusted to obtain the
desired smoothness of reaction and gain in
the stage. I

The mains user (A.C.) is in a slightly
better position, as he may make use of a
much smoother reaction circuit, which will
give greater benefits in all directions. This
is the well-known electron-coupled arrange-
ment, where the cathode of the valve is
taken to a tapping on the grid coil, and
reaction control then effected by varying
the screen-grid potenial by means of a
potentiometer across tae H.'T. supply. The
slight additional current taken by the valve
and the potentiomster may generally be
sacrificed from the receiver, but it may be
found that if the heater of the valve is

———HT+
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Fig. 3,—A mains circuit using resistance-
controlled reaction.
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joined in parallel with the valves in the
receiver then the additional current drain
will result in the valves being wnder-run
sufficient to weaken reception. In this
case a separate heater transformer should
be obtained and mounted. in the unit. The
tapping point on the coil should be about
one-tenth of the total grid winding, from
the earth end of the coil.

Precautions

The coupling condenser in all of the
circuits referred to may be of the small
variable type if desired, and this will give an
additional control. If, of course, a con-
denser of the value specified is already
included in the aerial circuit of the normal
short-wave receiver, it may be omitted
from the pre-selector stage and the anode
joined direct to the aerial terminal. Tn
every case the unit should be enclosed in a
metal box, effectively earthed, but if this
cannot be done, then the valve should be
enclosed in a standard metal valve screen.
The lead between HLF. unit and receiver
should be as short as possible, especially
if the receiver is a superhet, as otherwise
it will pick up sufficient energy to act as g
good aerial and offset the advantages of the
additional stage. It is not advisable to
screen this particular lead unless it is found
that it is not possible to obtain the maximum
performance from the unit without doing
80. A few tests will show whether or not
such a step is necessary. If it is, then one
of the special low-loss screeping systems
should be adopted, not the standard close-
screened wire, which might result in much
of the H.F. energy passing to earth before
going into the receiver.
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Our Music Critic, Maurice Reeve, Discusses
the Hazards of Music as a Profession

USIC bhas suffered grievous harm
from a haphazard and often irre-
spounsible, and most certainly un-

co-ordinated, system of criticism. Perhaps
this is to be expected in a walk of life
which is run on the most superbly indivi-
dualist lines and which disdains every
suggestion of -a central authority- or con-
trolling body. *'Tis the greater pity because
few professions own a more skilful, well-
read or more devoted array of zealots.
The music critic is invariably a passionate
lover of the art and he invariably knows the
programme he has come to assess ““ inside
out.”” Yet the unmitigated harm he can,
and often does, do is profound and lasting.
I doubt whether anv of them would
believe it even from their most well-
informed friends. I will first deal with these
harmful effects and then treat of the cause,

- winding up with suggestions for a remedy.

As 1 said, music is individualist—
fiercely so. It is the basis, and curse, of its
life, but whether it can be avoided is
another matter. Fverything is done on
one’s own volition and without an atom

of co-operation or help. It is the same with-

the individual débutant or the renowned
society. In normal times it is nothing for
a hundred individuals to give recitals in

London betiween September and May. -

They are either freshmen, or freshwomen,
or they may be up in their second or third
year. But all are alike in that they are all
totally unknown. In addition, there are the
dozens of concerts given by the famous
visiting artists and the great orchestral
and other socicties.

Now, every one of these ¢ freshmen
is a most passionate and ardent disciple
of music. A certain amount of arrogance
and unjustifiable confidence can readily
be pardoned them hecausc they have
staked their all on this appearance. After
years of study and very often the expendi-
ture of large sums of money, custom, a
self-centred professor and an ** easy chair >’
agent decree that they must give these
recitals because they ‘‘must get press
notices.”” Nothing is possible without the
benediction of the critics. The critics maust
say that you are this, that and the other,
all of which has to be reprinted and broad-
cast far and wide before anyone will
have anything to do with you.

Well, not only is it a gamble as to what
the critics will say (even Paderewski was
severely censured on his first appearance
concerning some of the fundamentals of
piano playing), but it is a far greater gamble
as to whether any critics will be ‘there at
all. The writer knows of two cases where
this actually happened. And it is a frequent
occurrence for only a small percentage of
the press tickets sent out to be used.
Tough luck ! to put it mildly.

Few walks of life have money invested
in them so promiscuously, and livelihoods
gought, with so few, if any, guarantees
provided or asked for.

An Explanation

What are the reasons ? A hall has to be

booked up quite six- months before the
date for which it is wanted. Consequently
it is not always possible to ascertain what
counter-attractions there will -be on that
particular day. Not unnaturally, and for
reasons other than pergonal choice, a No. 1
critic will obviously make his way to the
opera or a symphony concert rather than
to G.B.’s first recital, should both happen
to be on together. So would you or I, for
that matter. Then, sometimes, the same
critic will have two or even three recitals
on the same evening, just hearing a snatch
of each. If fortune should frown on the
recitalist it will frequently just so happen
that his critic will attend for the poorest
portion of his programme. This is usually
the first part, and many a concert giver has
been damned just on that one group of
pieces, played when nerves are highly strung
and fingers unresponsive and unruly,
whilst the remainder of the show has been
quite brilliant. The result ? Nothing less
than wutter oblivion, perhaps even the
necessity of having to take up some other
form of livelihood. ‘

Then comes, perhaps, the most tragic
part of all—that of the young artist who
gets the critics to his recital and wins their
praise, yet is told there is no work to
be had because he has no money. No money
for giving more recitals, and advertising.
The public must be told what it was the
critic said. “* No money,”” he gasps. “ But
I thought that if one proved himself a first-
clags artist by winning over the critics,
the work followed as a matter of course.
Here I am, in your office. The daily * this’
and the morning ‘that’ say I am a
great artist and you say there is no work !
Incredible hearing, but, alas, often
listened to.

. /

Some Remedies

What are the remedies for these troubles
and trials ? They are very difficult to put
into practice in -spite of their seeming
obviousness. First, a duty rests with all
teachers or schools of music. The mere
fact that a gifted pupil has given a recital
“in the West End’’ invariably means some-
thing to a teacher in helping him build up
his connections, even if it proves of no
artistic merit. When the resultis a triumph
in the music columns of the press it may
well mean a fortune. But all teachers need
to be much more sober and temperate in
their advocacy of such appearances for their
pupilé. They owe each one the solemn duty
of emphasising the fact that, for every one
débutant who strikes the lucky number on
the roulette table of recitaldom, there arve
a hundred who perish by the wayside. But
I am afraid they are much too self-centred
in this matter. s

Secondly, a lot is up to the young artists
themselves, and their intimate supporters.
They, too, are much too self-centred and
foolishly optimistic. Their friends, who are,
in this respect, their worst enemies, load
them with ignorant fulsome flattery over
their ““ divine ** playing and their *‘ too, too

'
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exquisite *” renderings of this and that, so
that by the time recital time comes round
there is really only one artist who is at
all worth hearing—themselyes.  Conse-
quently, theiv performance lacks that
detached and respectful air which alone can
give it distinction. Tt all speaks too loudly
of ““see how clever I am*’ instead of ©
am the devoted servant of this great
man whose music 1 am presenting to
you.”’

Apportionh}g the Blame

But it is with the crities that I think
the chief blame lies. And the system pre-
vailing. Fo1 such a body of such skilled,
etudite and artistically minded men wo
find a strange apathy and nonchalant
boredonrat times. Few men'give such open
expression to their boredom ; few men can
pour such scorn on those whom they deem
responsible for that boredom. We admit
that it must be trying to hear the Moonlight

Sonata played perhaps a hundred times

during the season—and inadequately on
many occasions. They should recognise
to a greater extent than they sometires
do that it is their job. ~After all, can any-
one fail to be bored with their job at times,
no matter how exciting or remunera.
tive it may be ? And I should have thought
it would be much more boring to have to
practise _the Moonlight Sonata or Chopin’s
A flat Ballade for many hours during’ a
season and perform it many times, as a
successful pianist necessarily must. 1
happen to know that the enormous amount
of work that a big concerto demands,
including rehearsals before every .public
performance, sometimes drives the poor
artisy almost frantic. But never must he
dare put a finger wrong and, above all,
must he never dare to show either his
boredom or fatigue, in the only way he
could show such feelings—through giving
a cold, passionless, or in any way lethargic
He has to be at ** concert
pitch ’’the whole time. Padervewski has only
just revealed in his own memoirs the
killing effect this life had on him.

No, I am afraid many critiques seem to
vawn at one while one reads them, and to
add, ‘* oh, this damned Moonlight again !
Very bad luck for a young fellow, or girl, to
whom it may mean the perhaps unmerited
stultifieation of their life’s work and even a
translation to an entirely different sphere
of life.

The remedy would seem to lie with both
sides. DMore critics are obviously wanted,
to avoid one harassed man having to rush
between two or three halls the samo evening.
Also a greater sense of responsibility on the
part of some of them. They should not be
allowed to display their journalistic falents
at other people’s expense. On the other
side fewer recitals would be of great benefit
toallconcerned. Unhap pily thisisimpossible
without a central authority. At present
this doesn’t seem to be anywhere within
music’s reach, desirable as’ it would wn-
doubtedly be.
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Wanted—an Announcer

AN advertisement appeared in the news-

papers the other day to the effect that
the B.B.C. requires an announcer at a
salary of between £300 and £400 a year.
An essential qualification is that the an-
nouncer must have had acting experience.
Apparently, -the belief is that an actor
does not mumbo-jumbo his words, that his
enunciation is perfect, and that he will not
rerutilate hisr’s. Thisis my chief objection
to a Scotch announcer. Kven the late
Ramsay Macdonald used to get the r in the
throat and use it as a gargle. He was a
standing joke with his wurrrrrrrrrrld when
he was referring to the sphere on which
you and I have our being.

But it is not my experience of actors
that they are so nicely spoken as the adver-
tisement leads one to. convey. Very few
actors speak so plainly that you can hear
from: the back of the auditorium what they
are declaiming. It is almost impossible with
a singer to understand the words of the song.
No doubt microphone tests in any case will
be applied to the applicants, and they will
be syitably trained in pronunciation. Most
actors overdo their pronunciation. They
reduce the spoken passage to a caricature
of the real thing. Something like this:

Thee curfewer tollser thee kneller of
partinger dayer,

The " lowinger herder winds slowly
o'errrr the leaer,

Get the idea ?

s Vil

THE value of fuses for various types of
receiver must be chosen with care.
On the input side. to mains receivers (either
D.C. or A.C.), at least 1 amp. should be
employed, and preferably a I-amp. fuse
should be included in each mains lead.
A .5-amp fuse should be included in the
H.T. negative lead of the mains section
of an A.C. receiver, and in all filament or
heater circuits the value of fuse chosen
should be ‘such that it will break down
before any of the valves. * It will vary,
of course, according to the method of wiring
In battery
receivers, where the filaments are in parallel,
the fuse should be of the type which will
blow before the current rises sufficiently
high to damage the valve of the lowest
rating.

Interaction
IF one compares the average home con-
structed receiver with a commercial
product of similar size, both for appearance
and performance, one will find many
differences. On the grounds of appearance,
the usual contrast between the two sets is
that while the home product looks workman-
like the commercial receiver is usually a
model of neatness and compact design.
Under these conditions the performance is
very often equal. When the home-made set
is compressed a little, however, and made

" to look neat, it very seldom works as well.

The one word “interaction’’ goes a long
way to explain this phenomenon. While
almost anyone with a little knowledge of
radio principles can make an untidy set
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work well, it takes a qualified expert to
design the same set in such a way that it
still works when it is “ tidied-up.”” The
fact of the matter is that one cannot
take liberties with the placing of the
separate components of a set until one
understands first principles.

New Australian Wireless School

OMPLETION of the A.W.A. Building,

+ at 45-47, York Street, Sydney,
has enabled the Marconi School of Wireless,
in Australia, to make a hew and handsomely
appointed home at a time when the demand
for trained men is becoming “increasingly
great.

The study of radio makes a strong appeal
to many young men. In Australia several
thousands have held an experimenter’s
licence. Few, however, have the qualifi-
cations which would enable them to take a
position as wireless officer on a ship. to
operate the radio equipment of an air-
liner, to serve in a broadcasting, coastal, or
island radio station, or to design and
supervise the construction and erection of
wireless transmitting stations.

The purpose of the Marconi School,
founded by Sir Ernest Fisk in 1913, is to
train men for such positions.

Many of the senior executives of A.W.A.
passed through the Marconi School;
thousands of other ex-trainees are to be
found either upon the company’s. staff in
Australia or scattered up and down the
world following their chosen profession.

New Phases of Radio

EV ERY year new phases of radio are
developed.  Explorers fow carry
wireless into the uttermost wilds, new
appliances appear on ships, broadcasting
apparatus is elaborated, further radio
aids to aircraft are devised. The progress
thus indicated emphasises the need for tlie
training which is given by the Marconi
School.

The new Marconi School has an instruc-
tional staff of nine in Sydney (in addition
to five in Melbourne)—experienced men in
every phase of wireless on land, on sea and
in the air.

The School occupies two floors of the
gsound-proof building. Morse tables are
equipped with radio-frequency trausceivers
by means of which the students practise
the sending and receiving of wireless traffic
under conditions virtually identical with
those met in the commeércial operating

services. An ‘““ apparatus room ’ contains

several marine wireless stations complete
with direction finders and auto-alarm.
distress signal receivers

Complete Broadcast Station

LSO there are a complete broadcast
station, aircraft ' transmitter and
receiver. One room has been electrically
screened for the testing of the selectivity,
sensitivity, and fidelity of broadcast
receivers; rows of benches have been
set up for the training of broadcast tech-
nicians, radio mechanics, and service men.
Lessons are given in the construction of
broadcast receivers, the servicing and
adjustment of transmitters and transmission
lines.

Five separate courses are available to
Marconi School students—a five-years
course for engineers, a three-years course
for technicians, and a two-years course for
wireless operators, a year’s course for radio

. mechanics and talking-picture operators.

For the convenience of these last, the
Marconi School incorporates an up-to-date
theatrette.

Television for Palace of Soviets

E AM informed that the most powerful

ultra-short wave television transmitter
in the world, with a maximumn capacity of
100 kWs., will be set up in the tall tower of
the Palace of Soviets now under con-
struction in Moscow. This, together with
the antenn®x system to be put up 985ft.
above the ground, will make it possible for
television programmes from the Palace
of Soviets to be received at great distances.

About thirty outlets for television trans-
missions, as well as 150 sets to receive
programmes, relayed by the main tele-
vision reception apparatus in the Palace,
will be installed at different points in the
building. The large hall of the Palace,
which will have seating accommodation
for 21,000, will have a 478 squate yard
screen, and the small hall will have a screen
of 120 square yards.
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A New Handbook

NEWNES

5/- or 5/6 by post from the
Publishers,

GEORGE NEWNES, LTD.,,

Tower House, Southampton St.,
Strand, London, W.C.2,
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No. 29 No. 30 No. 31
INTERNATIONAL AMATEUR
CALL-SIG NS
PA  Netherlands VK  Australia h
PJ  Curacao VO Newfoundland,
YI Iraq Labrador
YI. Latvia VPl British Honduras 7
YM Danzig VP2 Leeward Is. and () 3
%11\{1 i\gicarag_ua T Bwtmg\aaxd Is. i ostomtd,
umania ritish Guiana ? 2] .

%’?‘ %%vad}or Slavi Ve T"Fglcldad and iede &G Variate Penz‘o_a’e. Variable O React Preset  Collor  4.F
' Jugo - avia ago N P e
YV Venezuela VP5 Jamaicga, Cayman Condensers. Cordr. Condr. HEC  Choke

ZA  Albania Is., Turks and
ZBl1 Malta Caicos Is.
ZB2 Gibraltar VP6 Barbados - -
ZC1 Transmxdama VP7 Bahamas
ZC2 Cocos Is. VP8 Falkland Is., South
ZC3 Christmas Is, Ceorgia, I5. > X
ZC4 Cyprus VP9 Bermuda Mains Mauns Mains
ZC6 Palestine VQl Zanzibar Treode. Screened Gred, Pen(‘ode
ZD1 Sierra Leone VQ2 Northern Rhodesia
ZD2 Nigeria, British VQ3 Tanganyika
ZD3 Gambia V@4 Kenya g
ZD4 G%}dc?asg,Butlsh 38(5; gg_%pd;.s e Dust Core
ogolan: S omaltilan
ZD6 Nyasaland VOB Maunting Choke. h””@f”wf Trans/ormer Resistance
ZD7 St. Helena VQ9 Seychelles
ZD8 Ascension Is. VRI1 Gilbert and Elhce '
ZD9 Tristan da_ Cunha VR2 Fiji
ZEl Southern Rhodesia VR3 Fanning Is. -
ZK1 Cook Is. - VR4 British Solomon Ts.
ZK2 Niue VRS Tonga / (e}
ZL.  New Zealand VR6 Pitcairn &
ZM Western Samoa VSl Straits Settle- 4 B
ZP  Paraguay . ments
ZS  Union of 8. Africa V82  Fed. Malay States . i
ZS3 South West Alrica VS3 Non-Fed, Malay
1E;§ Du(tlch East Indies T ssta.tesk N, Variable
X Andorra arawak, or
PY Brazil orneo Restsiance., Sunlehes, . fuse.
PZ  Surinam VS5 Labuan, Brunei
SM  Sweden VS6 Hong Kong
SP  Poland VS7 Ceylon e
ST Sudan VS8 Bahrein © 3
SU Egypt V$9 Maldive Is. N _
SV Greece VU British ‘India a
SV6 Crete VU4 Laccadive Is. © e 3
%‘? ITu{keg W, WA United itatesgof Py
celan . merica Half-Wave Indtrec y 1
TG Guatemala XE Mexico Full- Wave " Healed
L C%s}ga Riéas's XU ghina Class's Rectebier. Ll r ik Reclitier, .
U, UE, .S.S.R. urma
VE  Canada YA Afghanistan Prones. Moy ol 5,:2}5[,%@?" e, 2’,2,?
1,
No. 32 B ) No. 33 No. 34
PHONETIC ALPHABET AMATEUR WAVEBANDS (BRITISH) SCREWS :
To avoid the possibility of the letters Five-metre Band - 50,020—59,980 kc/s. ERITISH ASSOCIATION (B.A)
of a call-sign being misunderstood, Ten-metre ‘Band - 28,010—24,990 ke/s. e | Approxi-|  Approciate
¢ 3 Dimensions in mate Diwensions in
is usual to use the words given below Twenty-metre Band Millimetres | Number Tnches
in place of the letters. For example, Metres | Rilocycdles ' Jlelres Rilocycles No. | Far ;|7 o Tull
G6PY would be given as G6 Paris T 209 14353 | 212 14,151 Dia- 1 Piteh | Threads | Dia- | Pitch
Yokohama - 21.0 14,285 21.3 14,085 neter per Imel | meter
. s 21. N 2 27, - N
Letters to be Words to be used Tor fall A A4 T 14,019 25 | 025 | 0.070 | 3623 | 0.070 | 0.0098
spelt spelling Forty-metre Band 24 020 10030 | 3175 | 0011 | 00031
A Amsterdam Melres Kilocycles | Metres Kiloeycles %3 8’5§ 809 %b.’. 2010013 | 0.6035
Baltimore 41.2 7,281.5 421 7,125.9 22 3 .10 2540 10015 | 0.0039
]g Casablanca 41.3 7,263.8 422 7,109.0 21| 042 1001 | 2309 | 0017 | 0.0043
asablanc 4t 7'246.3 3 70922 20 | 0438 ' 012 | 2116 | 0.018 | 0.0047
D Denmark 415 73988 124 70754 19 0.54 1 0.34 1814 | 0.021 | 0.0053
E Edison 41.6 7.211.5 425 7.058.8 13 0.62 ! 0.15 169.3 | 0.024 | 0.0059
iy Florida 0 41.7 7,194.2 42,6 7.042.2 h’s 8-78 8]1(3 %34 0.028 | 0.0067
v 41.8 7,177.0 42.7 7,025.7 6 -7 . 83.7 1 0.031 | 0.0075
G Gallipoli : 419 71599 ey 20093 15 0.90 | 0.21 1210 | 0.035 | 0.0083
H Havana 42.0 7,142.8 ’ % ]IQ 8.33 1(1)0.4 0.0390 7 0.0091
. 1 2 .25 1. 047 1.0098
1 Italy ’ Eighty-metre Band 12 1.3 ao.z§ 90(75 ggf{ &8‘1)\1)3
J Jerusalem Metres| Kilocyceles] Jletrps‘!lx’ilacyc-leo Metres I;LIOQ/QIM 11 1.5 0.31 81.9 0.059 0.0122
{ Kilogram (or Kilowatt 80.5 | 3,726.6 | 82.2 | 3,640.7 | 839 |"3,575.6 10 1.7 0.35 72.6 | 0.067 | 0.0133
Iﬁ i e% 001( ) 80.6 | 83,7220 | 823 | 3,645.2 | 84.0 | 3)571.8 Q) L9 0301 651 | 0.075 | 00154
LYCED 80.7 | 3,717.4 | 824 | 3,640.7 | 841 | 3056711 8 | 22 o 59.1 | 0.087 | 0.0L69
M Mada%avsiar 80.8 | 3,712.8 | 825 §,636.3 84.§ 3,562.0 i 2.5 84§ izg 8?(1)8 8.2189
Ny J Pk 80.9 3,708.2 82.6 631.9 | 84. 3,558.7 =.8 RiK o . L0204
h New Yor 5 4 0 [
0" Oslo 81.0 | 3,703.6 | 827 | 3,627.5 | 844 | 35545 51 32 1059 43.0 10126 | 0,0232
- 81.1 | 3,699.1. | 82.8 | 3,623.1 | 845 | 3550.3 ] 36 1066 38.5 1 0.142 | 0.0260
P Paris 81.2 | 3,6945 | 829 | 3,6187 | 84.6 | 3,546.1 3] 41 o 348 | 0.161 | 0.0287
ebec 81.3 | 8,600.0 | 83.0 | 3,614.3 | 84,7 | 3,541.9 2 +.7 0.81 314 | 0185 | 0.0319
1 =
R Roma 8l.4 | 3,685.5 | 831 | 3,610.0 | 4.8 | 3,537.7 1 3.3 0.90 28.2 [ 0.209 | 0.0354
S SYO tia0 : - 81.5 | 3,681.0 | 83.2 | 3,605.7 | 849 | 3,533.5 0 6.0 1.00 254 | 0.236-1 0.0394
A1) 81.6 3,676.5 | 83.3 3,601.4 | 85.0 | 3,520.3
T ']jripo]_ib 81.7 | 316720 | 8311 3,697.1 | 85.1 | 8,525.2 It is  recommeunded that for screws less
U U hsala 81.8 3,667.5 | '83.5 3,5692.8 | 85.2 3,521.0 than 1-in. diameter British Association
7 71 . 81.9 | 3,663.0 | 83.6 | 3,588.5 | 85.3 | 3,516.9 Threads should be adopted. It was originally
V AY a,lell'Cla. 82.0 | 38,6585 | 83.7 | 3,584.2 | 85.4 | 3.512.8 proposed by the British association in 1884, and
W \Va,slnngton 82.1 | 3,6542 | 83.8 | 3,579.9 | 85.5 | 8,508.7 finally adopted by them in 1904, 1t is, how ever,
X Xanthippe - Note—Wavelengths in Metres are not given for not yet the usual practice in this country to use
v Yokoh . the 5- and 10-metre bands, owing to the narrow the sizes ranging from No. 17 upwards. More-
7 ZO _Ohama’ fbnn%l width, which would result in awkward decimal over, : m“]\“ls of tim\ dlf;« sorewplates, cte.,
nrice ractions: usually supply sizes to No :
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A Neat Witing Hint
USING a sheet of copper on a wooden

chassis, as I was unable to obtain
an all-metal chassis, the idea occurred to
me when drilling lin. diameter holes for the
valve-holders, that it would be far more
convenient and neater if I made all the
earth returns by drilling other holes of
various diameters, in the wooden chassis.
only, the copper sheet covering these holes,
50 providing a means for directly soldering
the leads to the underside, as 1llustrated.

WOODEN
CRASSIS

THIN COPPER &
METALLISING SHEET

0

CONCEALED EARTH RETURN
I

COPPER i V |N5ULLEAATDE'E |

WOOD TOO THICK
’ TO TAKE GRUMMET]

SOLDERED WITH
A VERY KOT IRON

A useful wiving hint for combined wood and
melal chassis.

When putting this idea into effect, it also
occurred to me that here again was a
means for neatly grummeting boles through
which a number of leads pass, since although
a certain amount of protection is provided
by -the thickness of the plywood, the
periphery of the copper sheet might soon
cause fraying of insulation, and possible
short circuit.

Numerous other modifications have since
suggested themselves in connection with
wiring facilities, and no doubt some’readers
will find this arrangement of use in other
directions apart from those 1 have
mentioned. It should “~be pointed out,
however, that a really hot iron and clean
Fluxite 1s essential if good soldered joints
are to be made, the copper being thoroughly
cleaned, whilst it is advisable to scratch
the copper in order to provide a better
purchage for the solder.—G. F. LEADER
(Stratford).

Using a Torch Bulb as a Meter Shunt
_EN revising some of my test apparatus,
1 decided to include a 50 mA range for
the 1,000 ohm-per-volt meter which I
constantly use. This meter has a resistance
of 100 ohms, so by applying the following
formule it was a simplée matter to deter-
mine the value of the reguired shunt.
Shunt resistor=
+mA (normal dissipation, full scale)
50 mA (required range) - 1 mA
= 140 X 100 = 2.04 ohms.
Disregarding the decimal places, as this
only represented an error of 4 per cent. for

meter
resistance

 Prac
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THAT DODGE - OF YOURS !m!

Every Reader of “ PRACTICAL WIRE. j
LESS '’ must lrave originated somelittle dodge i
which would interest other readers. Why
not pass it on to us 7 We pay £1-10-0 for the i
best hint submitted, and for every other item §
published on this page we will pay half-a- .
-guinea. Turn thatidea of yours to accountby }
sending it in to us addressed to the Editor, !
“PRACTICALWIRELESS,”” George Newnes, §
Ltd., Tower House, Southampton Street, ,
Strand, W.C.2. Put your name and address j
on every item. Please note that every notion ‘
sent in must be original. Mark envelopes I
“ Practical Hints.” D NOT !
Queries with your hints. J

)

enclose

o - -

-

SPECIAL NOTICE

All hints must be accompanied by the !
j coupon cut from page iii of cover. !

| Jaiamal San—-()
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this scale, I then hunted round for a suitable
means for making the shunt, and hit upon
the idea of wsing a toreh. bulb, provided
that I could obtain one within the limits.

Using another meter which was calibrated

1000 eV
METER
00N RESISH

G \

A method of using a torch bulb as a meter shun.

B
-

eeren

to within 2 per cent., I then proceeded
to check the resistance of a number of
heavy current type bulbs, until I found
one which gave me exactly 2
ohms : this was rated for 3.5 volts,
but the current taken was not
indicated. However, this would
be in the neighbourhood of .25
amp., so since only 50 mA will
flow for full scale deflection, the
filament of the bulb will not heat
up, so ensuring a constant read-
ing.

As will be seen from the ac-
companying sketches, the shunt
fitment comprises strong brass
“spades,”” and an ehonite cross

i

v

which can be derived from this method of
fitment, and I propose to try it out. It
consists of using the bulb holder principle for
other ranges, the various resistors being in
some way fitted to broken bulb cups, so that
wiring can be done away with and a con-
veniently quick method of scale extension
brought about.—B. A. SyurH (Evesham,
Worcester).

Operating an Overhead Switch
AVING had to mount a mains switch
well out of reach, and as it was a
nuisance to step '
on to a pair of
steps every time
I wished to
operate the
switch, I con-
trived the
arrangement
illustrated. 1
drilled a hole
through the
switch dolly
and threaded a
piece of string
through, tying
a knot on each
side of the dolly { h ]
to prevent the O OFF:

PULLEY

AT

string pulling ' y
through. A pul- s
ley was fitted ;
above the 2
givitch in order
to bring about A
the upward pull @
toswitchoff. If A simple dodge for operating
the dolly is a an overhead switch.
rognd one it

will be easier to drill if a flat is filed on
it.—J., W. B. Evaxs (Conway).

An Inspection Lamp and Battery
Holder

HE device shown in the accompanying
diagram is intended to be fixed to the

baseboard of a set, so that should an’

inspection bulb be desired at a moment’s
notice, it is conveniently at hand. In
order to insert the battery (of the 3-volt
type), the iron strip ““ A" is pulled open
(see slots < C ) and the battery is inserted
in the end holders, which consist of sauce-
bottle caps. The battery is kept in place
by the small spring ““D.” The wiring is
as shown, the connections being soldered
to the bulb, and the bulb to the crocodile
clip.—T.'N. Rock (Stirchley, Birmingham).

SOLDERED &9
M BULB SOLDERED
@A TO Cup

=
) 3YOLY TORCH BATTERY K]

B80OTTLE
CAP.

— [RON ANGLE
BRACKETS ~|

ki3
Q@ME sLoTs e’

o on ] £ Moo
member which also serves to fix ) e
the bulb holder. i

‘There is a further advantage

A novel inspection lamp unil.
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N oscillator and key forms the first
essential requirement of the student
in the morse*code. The next con-
sideration, and ene which is not so con-
veniently provided for, is the means for
receiving a wide variety of morse signals,
the domestic radio being frequently com-
missioned for this purpose, failing the help
of an equally interested party, or the more
expensive method of using ‘an automatic
sender. ’

‘When weighing up the pros and cons of
combining the two functions it was appre-
ciated that unless some care was exercised
in the circuit arrangement and layout,

" there would be the possibility of losses
arising in the receiver portion, particularly
on the higher frequencies. Therefore, to
satisfy oneself on this point, one or two
different schemes were tried out before
constructing the chassis illustrated, and

’

Comt

the advantages in the circuit design will
be apparent from the following notes.

The Circuit

Referring to the theovetical diagram
given in Fig. 1, a study of this will soon
clarify the simple way in which a minimum
of switching is brought about; the wiring
being arranged to reduce as far as possible
any tendencies to interaction or the effect
of stray capacities.

The aerial may be fed directly or through
the medium of a series condenser of the

PILOT,
BULBS
. ™
A2 Al 160 Rl - e
/ MMFD 2MQ c5
.,'L cl 100 MMa v
—
6% .
r
¢ LT
. c3 EDDYSTONE _J SW.ON VOLUME CONTROL
BANDSPREAD : ~ .
= O O——> LT+
Fig. 1.—Theoretical circuit of the dual-purpose unit.
R )1 A | I )< )01~ -4 ) R 4D U 4D} BT D -4 A} TIPS | | G-} <) - 5>
| ; f
i LIST OF COMPONENTS FOR COMBINED OSCILLATOR-RECEIVER .
§ PRACTICE CHASSIS 1
i Resistors (Fixed) One type No.. 1007 (adjustable) (Eddystone !
2  Omne 2 megohms } watt (Bulgin). (Webb’s Radio)). i
' One 1 megohm ¥ watt {(Bulgin). Pilot light assemblies !
2 Potentiometer R R Two—onered and one green (Radiomart). '
‘ Oz(1£e: 'ty)pe “M?” 50,000 ohms (with switch) Ty type B206 bulbs (Bulgin). !
i Nk g Battery cord .
Condensers (Fixed) = ) '
! One 0001 mfd. special mica (l;a?iiomart)). ?pifiet:l):lfg(? (5-way) (Bulgin). i
One .0005 mfd. special mica (Radiomart). s . q
! One 001 mfd. special mica (Radiomart). Th;leeTtypg 7(1:11),5 plugs engraved (H.T.1, H.T.2, i
Two PCI01 .01 mfd. (Bulgin). gdbo == . . 4
‘ Two type R415 spade terminals (red, black) 2
:  Condensers, Pre-set typ
' One type SW126 (70-100 mfd.) (Bulgin). (Clix). . !
2 Condensers, variable Jacks and jack plugs R i
l Onetype No. 1131 (160 mfd.) (Eddystone (Webb’s 811e type jTé ((singlfi cx.rcux.t)) (/ll‘);ullgx_n)). '
2 Radio)). ne type closed circuit) (Bulgin). =
‘ On:Bl;n)dspread unit, No. 1043, Complete with Two type P38 plugs (Bulgin). !
£ knob, dial and cursor (Eddystone (Webb’s Headphones i
' Radio)). R L 2,000 ohm (Ericsson). 1
2 One type No. 2046 differential reaction (Jackson Chassis i
‘ Bros.). . D 18 gauge aluminium (see text) (Paroussi). z
:  Rotary switch Dials, knobs '
‘ One type 51}19 (5-way) (Bulgin). Two black wheel type knobs (Eddystone (Webb’s !
= Toggle switches Radio)).
i Three type S137 (d.p.c.0.) (Bulgin). X One No. 1,012 slow-motion driving head com- !
:z Ganging shaft for above (see text) (Bulgin). plete (Eddystone (Webb’s Radio)). .
‘ 6ix117. lgzgzh of 5/32in. brass rod. (Bulgin). Flexible coupler ;
; L.F. Choke - 3 s :
| One type L.F. 43 (Tone control choke) (Bulgin). g:;:ype 1009 (Eddystone (Webb’s Radio)). i
s H.F. Choke . |
i One type CHP (5-180 metres) (Radiomart). Tu]rlg%ram PP2, i
i goxv(l:s‘::dofléggrstone 6-pin coils No. 959 (Eddy- Ohe‘lz‘gl‘fgﬂs (Winner) (Eveready). :
. x:tone). % B One 2 volt 10 a.h. accumulator (Exide). ‘
4/ ' One type V86 chassis mounting coil base (Radio- gd]'isceglaneous i
& mart). eeving. ¥
Socket Stri, 18 S.W.G. tin copper wire. H
! Oox‘;eet 5 :),2382 (Clix). 6 B.A. din. nuts and bolts (round head). '
yp )
l Valveholders *Four fibre embossed washers for J2 and S119. 3
i One type X147 (5-pin) (Clix). Il%lround head in. wood screws (brass). !
Brackets Flex. 3
b4 ) }
L(.\-(]-U-U-l TR () - () () —( ()“(‘:‘h()-()-()-U-()-“-“-ﬂ.{ - { | - { ) { ) )-()-U-““! )
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A Morse-céde Practice L
with a Single-valye

preset type, this being fed into an aperiodic
winding of a standard six-pin coil.

* Tuning is carried out by a bandset
condenser of 160 mmfds, in parallel with
which is a bandspread condenser unit of
the Eddystone pattern. The reaction con-
trol comprises a differential reaction con-
denser in a conventional circuit, whilst
it will be noticed that detection is of the
leaky-grid type, this proving preferable to
anode-bend detection which was tried out
in an endeavour to get ideal results using
an L.F. *‘strapped ”’ pentode valve.

The switching is effected by using three
togele switches ganged together by a hrass
rod and conveniently located on - the
chassis, since it is to be assumed that this
type of chassis would not be housed in a .
cabinet, whilst from the desien point of -
view, shorter wiring is in this way made
possible. ’

Switching

The switch S1 has one pole taken to
L.T. positive, this serving to change over
the pilot bulbs, these bulbs being wired to
the change-over contacts. To isolate the
grid and anode circuits, a point was made
to use separate switches to see that the .
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Fig. 4.—Drilling dimensions of the chassis
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The oscillator should not regquire more
than about 9 to 12 volts H.T., and the
following are the current readings for

B } . E tappings up to 36 volts to illustrate the
: g proportionate inercase in current. !

Y : | A\ HUT. tapping (H.T. +2) T a8 (not strapped)

12v. J2amA.

. RESES BShmA.

oF . . H.T. tapping (HT.+1) T a-+s (strapped) 6. 1.5 mA

’SCl“atOF unlt, COmbLnE‘d égxr, .ls.gmi. Althongh by inereasing H.T. for the
. ) v. 3.0mA. oseillator a different pitch or [requenes
ort-wave Receiver 72v. £2mA. (CoriHhlad v wege 401] Y

HT+1 HT+2 HT- LY LT+

orid and anode connections were not made
to the two poles of the same switch, so in
the case of SI, the remaining pole is used
for the grid return of the valve. This pote
changes over to commect the tuned receiver
circuit in the “Radio’’ position, whilst
in the “ Keying’® position, the corre-
sponding “ Tuned’” audio-frequency cir-
cuit 13 fed to the grid.

82 serves the purpose of changing the
anode and screen grid circuits over, so that
in the radio position, the anode is
“ strapped >’ to the screen grid by both
poles of the switch, at the same time
completing the civeuit for the anode H.¥.
clioke. .

D the L.F. position of this switch the
anode connects up with one side of the
L.F. tone control choke, while the other
contact extends the screen grid connection
to the "phone and H.T. circuit in S3.

The polez of S3 are taken directly to
the "phone jack J2, across this jack being
connected a volume control R3 and a small
by-pass condenser C8.

In the radio position this switch series

- connects the 'phones with the H.F. choke
and H.T.+1, whilst fer the oscillator
position, the ‘phones are comnected in

series with the screen grid of the
ey valve, H'F.2, and the wiper contact

1 of S4.

So from this it will be seen how by
ganging these switches a quick
change-over may be made when it éEACTlON -

3% is desired to compaie keying with BANDSET BANDSPREAD e

actual transmissions. Fig. 2 VOLUME COMTROL

The L.F. tone contrel choke T — e
circult is provided with a frequency R — = e
adjusting switch of the rotary type )6 ]
(34, this making it possible fgr PHOME JACK HEY JACK ~
the operator periodically to change _Eﬁm‘
the note of the oscillator by reason eSS 3
of either matching a signal trans-
imisslon or simply as a “ Refresher.”

Finally, the keying cireuit. This
simply comprises an interruption of
the H.T.— hattery connection, and
it will be as well to point out the
necessity for seeing that the L.T.—
lead is not inadvertently taken to
the H.T.— lead, for obviousreasons.

|
L

Ve Soonwed Sy
- - -

[ -
Ogkd e ) GANGING

SEE FIG3 FOR ; LFC|
JACKS & ROTARY { i
SWITCH 'S4’
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Now a word on the operating con-
ditions of this circuit prior to dealing
with the construction and wiring.

' ! In strapping the sereen grid to
G- the anode when wusing it for

: reception, it will be realised that
] a higher mutual conductance will
S result in the valve characteristic,

- and_this is all to the good, a
%’ small grid swing giving an appre-
i ciably greater degree of conversion

,,'%} gain, although there is bound to
;}_5" ‘ oceur a slightly higher anode
e 4; current dissipation ; however, on [

considering the current ratings e g X — .|,_.J
given below, it will be seen that | GRUMMET o

3
this is not of much consequence. Fig. 3.—Wiring diagram ’“ of the complete unit.
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Efficient Mounting
ATHODE-RAY tubs television receiver
design has progressed very materially
both in this country and abroad, and the
results of this work have become very
evident in the detail of sets which from
time to time have appeared in the columns
of Pracricar WireLess. One very marked
feature is the considerable reduction in the
size of the vision chassis which is called
upon to handle the low-input signals from
the elevated dipole aevial and amplify
these with the minimum of amplitude
and phase distortion to a voltage figure
which is sufficient to give full modulation
between. black and white’in the cathode-ray
tube charged with the responsibility of
reproducing the radiated picture fh minia-
ture. Coupled with this is the improvement
in scanning circuits and the electron beam
deflecting equipment, with the result that
a number of units can be mounted con-
veniently on a single removable shelf in
the receiver cabinet. The accompanying
illustration features a modern example of
this practice. A rigid metal chassis is
built up to hold the time-base generator
valves and transformers, and this part
of the apparatus is seen on the left. In
the centre is a metal cowl, inside which is
the line and frame electro-magnetic deflect-
ing coils, the former having an air core
and being strapped to the cathode-ray
tube glass neck, and the latter a laminated
iron core with wing ends so that any
tendency towards trapezoidal shaping in
the scanning field can be rectified very
readily. On the right of this is the screened:
box housing the vision receiver proper in a
neat, compact form, the reduced size in
many cases being made possible by the
use of secondary emission valves.

A Neat Device
_JELD to the front of this metal chassis
by screws and bracket arras is a
wooden board with a shaped hole through
which projects the truncated glass section
of the cathode-ray tube. The problem to
be faced at this juncture is the efficient
mounting of the cathode-ray tube itself
so that it is lined up satisfactorily with the
deflecting equipment, and shows no tendency
to get off centre and so upset the scanning

. of this nature the work of servicing is made

field produced on the fluorescent screen

face. As can be seen from the illustration,
a very satisfactory solution to this diffi-
culty 'is to use a moulded rubber cap.
This is stretched over the circular face
of the C.R. tube and held in tension by
four tongues with end holes slipped over
L-shaped hooks screwed to the wooden
board. The front of this rubber cap is
cut out to a rectangular shape which
corresponds exactly with the final size of
the television picture, and a channel round
the outer edge enables this to fit in the
cut-out aperture in the front of the wooden
cabinet. , Both support and masking are
therefore undertalken by this single fitting,
and the work of assembly is made easier.
Furthermore, with an efficient mounting

Pl Feee
P

simpler. The whole shelf can be slipped
out of the cabinet quite readily after the
removal of one or two registering screws,
and if a cathode-ray tube has tc be renewed
it is the work of a few moments to release
the rubber mask, remove the tube and
replace a new one. Many variants of this
formm of mounting are possible, but there
is no doubt that the whole idea is a marked
improvement on the schemes adopted in
the early days of cathode-ray tube tele-
vision receivers.

Satisfactory Synchronising
T is generally accepted that no matter
how good a television picture ‘may be
from the point of view of brightness, con-
trast, detail and gradation, it will fail
completely as home entertainment unless
properly synchronised, so that it remains

{
wave, as it is claimed that they can be
more clearly separated, and are also more!
immune from the upsetting effects of
parasitic disturbances.

A Knotty Problem
HILE the British authorities have
been able to shelve many of the intris
cate television problems with which they
were faced before the outbreak of war
provided them with an adequate excuse,
the development of the American television
service has brought to the fore these same
difficulties. It is possible, therefore that
the British industry may ultimately
profit by making a close observation of the
solutions which the Americans will be forced
to propound. One of the most acute
problems being dealt with by the Federal
Communications Commission in the United
States is that associated with picture
standards. Will a picture dissection of
441 lines with 60 frames per second inter-
laced to give 30 complete pictures per
second be acceptable to the set buying
public, and if so, for how long ? Fraught
with all manner of side issues, engineers
and experts are agreed that just as was the
case with British television after nearly a
year’s trial, the picture as seen on the home
commercial set does not in any way
approach theoretical quality of 441 lines.
From the point of view of measured detail
the figure seems to be nearer that of a
picture of 250 lines, while gradation and
contrast are well below the theoretical

e

A very good example

of a compact fele-

vision receiver chassis

mounting, providing

also a firsi-class sup-

port for the cathode-
ray tube,

e

A . X

quite steady within the cabinet mask. It
is for this reason that so much time is
devoted by engineers to the synchronising
problem in an endeavour to find a fool-
proof system. Some involve radical changes
at the receiving end and others at the
transmitting end, and an interesting
example of the latter suggests that the line
impulses should be radiated on a different
carrier wave from the frame impulses. The
inventor proposes. that the frame impulse
signals should he combined. with the
picture signals, it being arranged that the
frame signals modulate the carrier-wave up-
wards from a given datum level, while the
vision signals modulate it downwards from
the same datum level. 1tissaid that by this
method the framing impulses . can be
employed for the purpose of automatic
volume control in addition to fulfilling
their normal function. The line impulses
would be combined with the sound carrier

maximum. It would therefore be unwise
to talk of improved picture standards
until every avenue lLas been explored
for the purpose of bringing the received
picture up to the quality it should exhibit.
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EXN it is desired to inerease the
WHrange of an existing receiver on

the short waves, and at the same
tinie to introduce additional selectivity, a
pre-selector is & valuable type of unit to use
for the purpose. Normally this consists of
a single valve arranged in a more or less
standard H.F. circuit and the improvement

is quite marked. An interesting unit
designed on similar lines, but having
additional gain and selectivity by the use
of two valves is that shown in the accom-
panying illustration, and produced by the
Peto-Scott Company. A standard two-H.F.
circuit is employed, with H.F. transformers
in both the input and inter-stage positions.
The two valves are the latest “ E  series
low-noise- H.F. pentodes, and a separate
mains section is mmcluded to make the unit
entirely self-contained. It is thus inde-
pendent of any voltage supplies from the
receiver with which it is used. The coil
unit is of the standard Peto-Scott type
divided into five bands, and covering the
range from 7 to 350 metres. The appro-
priate band is selected by the lower switch,
and the two controls on the left are for on-
off volume control, and for ¢ send-receiver*’
when the unit is used in conjunction with
a short-wave receiver amnd transmitter.
The tuning control is the special hand-
spread mechanical drive which we have
reviewed in these pages before. The input
terminal socket is wired so that either a
single or doublet type of aerial may be used.

Test Report

" “The unit was connected to a standard
single aerial and coupled to an cight-valve
comnwunications type superhet. When the

iy g, o i A o L e e g e e e
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re -selector

pre-selector was switched off it was found
possible to tune in the higher-poweved
stations on the receiver without much loss
of volume, and then when the pre-selector
was switched on a very noticeable improve-
ment was obtained. Apart from the
additional gain, the improvement in selec-
tivity was extremely good. Several wealk

The Peto-Scott Pre-
selector. Note the

bandspread dial.

stations whieh were normally blotted out
by powerful stations on adjacent wave-
lengths, even on the superhet. were
separated and brought to comfortable
listening volume. The controls on pre-
selector and réceiver were independent, and
sufficiently flat in tuning to remove all
difficulty of finding stations. The approxi-
mate setting is obtainable aurally by the
usual slight increase in background noise,
and final tuning is then easily effected by
the wuseful mechanical bandspread dial.
Several American transmissions were heard
during the early part of the afternoon
which could only be found with difficulty
on the superhet. and the improved input
arising from the two-stage amplifier enabled
the signal fed to the A.V.C. section of the
superhet to be of such a level that the
-A.V.C. operated more efficiently, and thus
it was possible to hold these stations and
follow a programme through where previ-
ously it had been lost for quite long periods.
The complete screening of the unit prevents
inter-action between it and the receiver,
and the only thing which was found worth
while was to screen the lead connecting the
unit to the aerial terminal of the superhet
which was used for our test.
The price of this unit is £7 8s. 6d., and
the dimensions of the cabinet ave 124in.
wide, 84in. deep and 94in. high. i

Y .
‘Composers’ Records”

ISTENING to the latest “hit” song
on your gramophone, have you ever

cast & thought back on the composers who
sit up late nights thinking them out ? This
month the Decca Company have brought
the actual composers to the niicrophone
in order that they may sing their own songs
to you. The series beging with Ross
Parker and Hugh Charles, who cram six
of their compositions on to one record.
They introduce  “ We'll Meet Again,”
“ Blue Skies are Round the Corner and
“ There'll Always be an England,” etc.—
Decca. F 7356. They will bring other

composers to you each week under the title
of * Song Writers on Parade.”

How many times have you * known the
name of that tune “—and yet been unable
toname it ? Itis not so much over current
song hits but ever evergreen classics and
near classics. A new Deeca album con-
tains ten such melodies which have been
recorded by Harry Horlick and His Salon
Orchestra. The sccond album to be issued
under the same heading, it contains
favourite airs as varied as Bralims’ “ Lull.
iby ” {(Wiegenlied, op. 49, No. 4) and the

Chinese Lullaby  from “ Fast is West.”
This album of five 10in. records is excellent
value for money—Dcceq F7239.43.
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=FELECTRADIX=

for Service Signal Equipment and Gear.
Keys, Buzzers, Sounders, Phones, lnkers,
Aldis Lamps, Helios, Range-finders, etc.

A _SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED LIST “N.88% OF THIS
APPARATUS 1S NOW READY. SEND  STAMPED
ENVELOPE FOR FREE COPY.

RADIO lm‘t};\n\:\CC(&;-

T et VERTERS. or ALC. -
Eari i celvers on D.C. mains.  In
e stlence cabinet with fitger, Al

- T . sizes in stock from 15 walts to

1,500 watts. Sizes ; 15, 20, 50.

16}, 200, 400 and 00 wates © |

EW. 10 kW, ete. Also batiery-

y operated gnodels for 1230

volts and 50 230 volts.  All as

new delivery {rom stock.

NTANTH CONVEJUTERS, AO
— to D.C. 40 watts output,

gteal  caced, Input

volts  AC. i

oycles,  output 440

voltg, 60100 ita. D.C.,

with valves, 4h -,

500 CYCLE ALTV-

RATORS.  200-\vatr

Sett-exciting. Type R2A. 18 volts 20 ampe.. weight

71 1. Cost £30. given sway ot 23710 - cash,

220 VOLT FOOTYWARVGLR Electric Mats, covered

fibre. 7.6. Bedwarmer Blanket Pads, 20 voits. 1286,

Some 110 volis. 10.8.

ALK o SHORT-WAVE OATTERY RIETS with oab

cabinet, panel and all fittings ready Ior wisiog. 3 x T %7,

12,5 cary. pald.

iorse Sets, Keys, Buzzers, etc,

LEARNERS MORSE PRA CTICE SET. No 29

Dyplex with Key and Buzzer cnd Lamp for sounsd and

visual. line plug is on bage. 7)-. Siemens More Trans-

mitters, with key and brass-cased Power Buzzer, 17 6.

BUZZERS, small type, with cover. /6. Pawer fuz-

zers. with screw contact and edjusiable spring arma-

ture. 2 8. Heavy Buzzers in Bakelite case, 3 6. Mag-
neto Exploders, 25/~ Field Telegraph Sets with Soand

Relay and Galvo. ete,

i, KEYS. Morse Slgnal Keys. Dummy

Practico Keys, 3'-. 1, T X. Practicn

Key on biack moulded base, a good

small key, 36. 1a. Loog Bar Type

Praciice Koy, T.X 2 with cranked

bar, 56. 2. SBaperior model B2,

with black contact. a well finished
key on polished wood base. 7 §. 3, Operators' P F. plated
ivot bar and terminals. mahogany bnee, 8 8. 9§, Twpe
V. Superior ditto. nickel-plated pivor ber and fittings.

on polished base, 10'8.

MORSE INKER. Tape Steip Becorders [ portable or

table. Cheap. Wheatstone Strip Hand Ferforator

15i-. Paper Tape for Morse and Whoatstones, green o

white. 8d. ree!. Brass Tape Reels in mabogany case, 2 8

IHGH RESESTANCE AND RADIG PHOMES,  The

finezst always 13 thé adiustable Browns A Reed Phone

alominfum swivel beadband, 4060 ohms, 3548, 150

ohms, 216. 12 ochme 17/6. Cords, 1 9.

Various Makew, Second-hand Head-

phones, in good order, 2090 ohms and
000 ohms, 5-. 68 and 74, with cords

Western Electric, 2000 chms, 4 6.

FIELD  VHONES amd EXCHANGES.

CURDS. W have jn stock tough ex W 0. headphone

cords that will wear better at 1 6. Service Z-pin plugs,

il Z-hole sockets, mounted. 6d. Supplied with phones.

SIGNAL LAMPS by Lucas and Aldis. for night and day

use. telescope sights. kit and discs ; for tripod or hand

usce, Hellographs Mark V. with spare mirrors in leather

case. mahogany tripod. A few Range Findrrg” .

8 W WA VEVMETERS, 4 to 85 metres, 82 10 0. McLachlan

Het. W M. 20 t0 5,000 matres. €4. Gambrell, Type D. £2.

Sullivan Screened Het.. to 16.000 metres, 65 -.

ERS. Weston model 354, Central zoro 1 to e amps.,
sol. mag. dead beat. Flush penel. 2iin. dial. nickel or
lack. Sale price 58. Cambridge Unipivot, Reads 110

millivolt Lo volta and | micioamp, w milllamps. eto

Wlllh shunts for ose as galvo. Also a number of other

galhvos.

EVERSHED MEGGERS. Direct Reading ohms to

megs. Long scale dial, from £4,10/-. Bridge Megwora for

low and high res. tests. Cheap. SILVERTOWN Portable

Tester. Combines Wheatstone Rridge. Galvo. shunis

and retios. a8 pew. (.P.0. Plug-in Bridge Reslstapes

Boxes. to 8,000 ohms. Larye Stock.

Portable Sub-Standard Moving Cofl Meters. mirror scale,

C.Z. ammeters, 5-0-5 a.. reads t0 1'10 amp. in sorecned

case, Tin. X Tin. x 3}in., unused. $0i-.

MIRROR GALVOS, Refliecting Beam, by Taul, Gam-

brell. Sullivan and Tinsley. Standard Res. Boses and

Univer. Sbunts, from 15 -. Laboratory Table ©* Kelvin '

Electrostatic Voltmeters. 100 10 600 volts large scale. 70 -

DIN-MIPANTA  VEST POCKFET

TENTER. A versatile moving-iron

multi-range meter for service on A.C.

or D.C. THREE ranges of volts :

0-7.5, 0-150, 0-300.- Black bakelite casq

2iin. x 24in.. with pair of test leads

and plugs, 19/6.

ELIIOTT BATTERY TESTERS.

Govt. Model 113, Mov. Coil Ammeter

and graded rheo.. 378,

LINESMEN'S DETECTORS, Q and 1.

Galvo in leathor Caso. 15/-.

HORIZONTAL BIRRASS-UASED GALVOS. 7.6,

CELL FESTERS, Megger 3-0-3 mov. ¢oil Alu, Cnse, 5

PETROL LFLECTRIC GENERATING sSEFIS O

LIGIHTING AND €I\ iteG-

ING, FOR E18 ONLY., 4

S00-watt single cvl. 2-stroke,

water-cooled, sell-olling Stuart

Turner engine ; mag, ign.

coupled t0 50 70 volts, 10 amps,,

shunt dynamo. 1,000 rpm..

§

e

£16.

150-watt set on similar lines,

25/60 volte, 6 amps., £19.

%i tKnowxéu and other sizes :
ot QuVeriory, } =

Lors and Motor Generators, lgmedlnw FR

dellvery,
5/- EMERGENCY PARCELS of useful ( w

stand-by clectrical and radio repair -
material and apparatus. 10lb. for 5/~
Post Free. . {

Send now for our Bargain List " N.P

ELECTRADIX RADIOS
218, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONRON, E.C4

e Tlephane : Cenlral 461§, 5=
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Pegd. Trade Mark )
ELEGTRICAL MEASURING INSTRUMENT
Use the D.C. AvoMinor
periodically to check up
valve performance, bat-
teries and power output.
Thus you’ll always keep
your set in good trim. A
I3-range precision - built
instrument, it tells you all
you need to know, and en-
ables you tolocate speedily
the seat of any trouble.
Direct readings. No
calculations. Com-
- plete in case, with
instruction booklet,
leads, interchange-
able test prods and
crocodile clips.

e
Voltage Current Resistance
0- 6 volts 0-240 volts 0- 6 m/amps. 0-10,000 obms
0- 12 volts 0-300 volts 0- 30 mfamps. 0-60,000 olhms
0-120 volts 0-600 volts 0-120 mfamps. 0-1,200,000 ohms
0-3 megohms

BRITISH MADE

® Write for fully descriptive literature and
current prices of all *Avo’ Instruments,
Sole: Proprietors & Manufacturers :— 2
Automatic Goil Winder & Electrical Equipment Co., Ltd.,
Winder House, Douglas §t., Loudon, S.W.1, 'Phone : Fictoria 340477,

TRO

Apologise for delay in delivery of some: models,
this unfortunately has been unavoidable owing to
the present great difficulty in obtaining raw
materials. However, we are pleased to anpounce
that we are now in the position to give immediate
ge:ivery of our popular model, AW38, illustrated
elow,

MODEL AW3S.
heterodyne chassis.

8-valve All-wave ' Super-
This® All-wave Radiogram
chassis has resistance capacity coupled push-pull
output capable of handling G watts, and gives good
quality reproduction on both radio and gramo-

phone, for an economical price of 8 gns. Plus
59, war increase.

Arms’ rong Push-pull- Speaker to match AW3S
chassis, £1 :1 :0. Plus 5% war increase.

We suggest Model AW 38 together with matched
spoaker at £9 : 9 : 0, plus 5% war increase, com-
plete, represents the most outstanding value on
the market to-day.

ILLUSTRATED ART CATALOGUE ON REQUEST
ALL GHASSIS SENT ON-T DAYS' APPROVAL

ARMSTRONG MANFG. Co.
WARLTERS ROAD, HOLLOWAY, LONDON, N.7,
(Adjoining Holloway Arcade)

*Phone NORth 3213

RADIO IN THE SERVICES
(Continued from page 23)

‘spindle could be used to move the secondary

backward and forward within the primary.

Another method of providing variable
selectivity is to place a small winding
(generally referred to as a tertiary winding)
on the former along with the primary and
secondary ; it would generally be placed
between the two. This winding is not
connected to any part of the circuit, but has
a variable resistor in parallel with it.
Alteration of effective resistance value
varies the damping on the tuned circuits
and therefore the selectivity.

HAT would be the probable result if the
bias resistor for an output pentode
were (a) short-circusted, (b) open-circuited ?

If the resistor, which is included between

Fig. 2 shows representative connections,
although there are many possible variations
and meoedifications. The right-hand anode
is used for second detection, and is con-
nected to a centre-tapping on the secondary
of the final T.F. transformer, the lower end
of which is returned to earth thvough a
load resistor. The diode is a rectifying
(or one-way) device, and the rectified
(strictly de-modulated) output is developed
across the load resistance between the
transformer and earth. A volume-control
potentiometer is wired in parallel with this
to provide the feed to the grid circuit of
the L.F. valve. Included also in this
eircuit is a grid condenser of .01 mfd. and
a 50,000-ohm H.F. “ stopper’’ resistor,

The left-hand diode anode is used for
A.V.C. and is connected to the anode of
the I.F. valve through a .0001-mfd. fixed

i =

Fig. 2.—Typical con-

nections for a double~
diode used as second
detector and A.V.C.
As an alternative fo
using the eentre tap of
the I.F. transformer the
connection shown by a
broken line might be
used ; the centre tap
generally gives better

selectivity. ) J
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the cathode and H.T.—, werée short-
circuited, the valve would not be biased.

| This js because there would be no voltage

drop across the resistor. As a result the
valve would become excessively hot because
of the marked rise in anode current, and
would probably be damaged. ~Additionally,
serious distortion would be noticeable.
Should the resistor become open-circuited

| the receiver would be *dead,”” because
| there would be no flow of H.T. current

through the valve. It would also be found
that the temperature of the glass bulb
would be considerably less than usual.

EXPLAIN very simply, with the aid of
a diagram, connections for a double-
diode valve used as second detector and auto-
matic volume control.

€ —

condenser. H.F.currentisapplied between
the anode and cathode of the diode, Asa
result, a rectified or D.C. current is produced
and is allowed to build up across the
.25-megohm load resistor between the
A.V.G. anode and earth. TFrom the upper
end of this (which is negative in respect
of the earth line) a lead is taken to the
grid circuits of the controlled valves. In
Fig. 2 a .5-megohm decoupling resistor and
a .05-mfd. by-pass condenser are shown in
the A.V.C. line. Components of similar
value to these would be used to decouple
each of the controlled valves.

It should be stressed that the values
indicated are approximate only, and might
have to be altered to suit different valves
and circuits.

CR. Tube Focusing Refinement

EN order to produce a really satisfactory
television picture it is essential that the

| beam of electrons should be in exact focus

at every point of impact on the fluorescent
screen. Many refinements are introduced
in the electrode assembly in an endeavour
to -achieve this ideal condition, but fre-
quently this is nullified by the secondary
emission of electrons at the final apertured
anode. These electrons are released at
varying velocities and in consequence are
not brought under the same focusing in-

| fluence as the main electron stream passing

at high constant velocity ' through the
aperture. The result of this is evidenced
by an enlarged light spot area on the screen,
and a measure of distortion due to the
irregularity of shape and random electron

velocities. It is thercfore preferable to
adopt any measure which will serve to col-
lect these secondary electrons before they
have an®opportunity of upsetting the focus
of the main beam. One scheme which has
achieved a measure of success is to mount
on the remote side of the apertured anode
a convex-shaped electrode of non-secondary
emissive material. This has the main
anode potential applied to it, and the
secondary electrons passing through the
main anode aperture are collected by
this electrode. This enables the primary
constant speed electrons to progress through
the tube’s focusing: system, whether electro-
magnetic or electro-static, and impact on
the screen at a sharply defined small
area @s an intrinsic light spot.

e e

=




B Pt B P e e T T P TR

March 23rd, 1940

T N e T,

R W L T

PRACTICAL WIRELESS

P — Y, o e Y e Ty -

T is very scldom that one finds the
opportunity of taking advantage of
any of the various circuit differences .

with which one meets when experimenting,
and it is improbable that a practical use
will readily suggest itself should an excep-
tion be realised. However, if one treats a
fault or inconsistency as a definite function,
then there is no reason why something may
not be made of the condition which can
provide merits in other directions. The
writer, adopting this idea. decided to make
use of parasitic oseillation of the type
which we all know so well, and which
comes uinder the category of *“ microphony.”’

In the case of parasitic oscillation, which

may take the form of a purely electronic
condition, a mechanical state governed by
resonance, or a combination of both,
attempts ‘are invariably made to eradicate
or prevent this occurring, but in the
apphlication deseribed, the results of
speaker-to-microphone feed back is
the basis for an audio oscillator for
use as a morse practice unit.

The first experiment along these lines
consisted simply of back coupling, through
the medium of two headphones suitably
mounted on a stand, one ’phone being
supported on au adjustable bracket as is
illustrated m Fig. k. :

By observing the signal intensity in

10 AMP COMMON
OUTPUT DIAPHRAGM
l‘\ ;

7 &’ 3
E\ — -wvwwﬂ-lzwzw\
®n ®2) £
3f Ja
1O AMP
INPUT

HEADPHONE

Fig. 3—Two carpieces combined to pro_ide a
similar effect to Fig 1.

"

relation to such factors as the flexibility
of the diaphragms, the distance between
the ’phones and the output power of a
simple hook up two-valve amplifier, it was
soon realised that the oscillatory condition
which, although subject to amplitude
variations, could quite possibly be in-
corporated in a single unit in this way,
somewhat restricting the mechanical vibra-
tion and thereby obtaining a fairly steady
signal.

Modifications

Bxperiments in this direction necessi-
tated the interruption of the series coil
connection in a cheap headphone, each coil
connection now heing brought out to
separate terminals as is<depjcted in Fig. 2.
Now, in adapting this headphone for the
dual functions of niicrophone input and

TO AMP
INPUT

Details of an Unusual Type
of Morse Practice Outfit

audio output, there resulted another form
of parasitic oscillation, this taking the
form of electronic feed back, and resulting
in a most unpleasant background very
similar to that known as threshold howl.
Although this whistle, which resulted

ALUMINIUM

C11]

prepare the Qrmmd for readers interested
i this scheme.

The next step constituted a retuwrn to
the double earpicce unit given in Fig. 1,
but in this instance one 'phone, ** P11
served as the oscillatory unit, embodying
the self exeitation principle just deseribed,
whilst the other ’phone, ** P2." comprised
an ordinary unmodified earpiece.  This
latter carpicec was used to convey the audio
signals omitted from the osefllatory wunit
to a pre-amplifier, of the type illustrated in
the combined mixer and pre-amplifier
recently described in these columnsg, the
output {rom this amplifier being taken to

W sLoT FOR
| ADJUSTABLE |
== BRACKET

€
’ TO AMP it
: OUTPUT

a pair of headphones.

The "results of this experinient
;| showed that the signal could be
considerably attenuated to prevent
1 resonance cistorfion in the mechan-
ical movement of the diaphragm,
thus permitting a more loosely
adjusted diaphragm and closger
{ coupling between the unit and
receiver earpiece, this providing a

o /) more constant pitch.

£ The most important considera-

Fig' 1.—The first step in the development of the
oscillator.

Fig. 2—~How the carpiece was split up and
provided with terminals in a further stage of
development.

through the common core modifying the
unit so that it functioned as a small L.},
transformer. was well below the sigual
strength, it had to be cradicated, and this
was siraply brought about by earthing the
core of the ** Transformer’” or coil unit,
and so a separate terminal (E) was pro-
vided as will be noticed in the illastration
which shows also the corresponding coil
connections to the other terminals.

A good deal of experimenting was carried
out in an endeavour to get constant
amplitude, and various other arrangements
will no doubt suggest themnselves. However,
the methods adopted by the writer will

T ) | H (|ERD (> () T} TR M | 1 (| LTI O (-G

PRAGTICAL MECHANICS
HANDBOOK By r. J. camm.

400 pages, 6/- or 6/6 by past from

GEORGE NEWNES, LTD,,
Tower House, Southampton Street,
Strand, W.C.2.
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tion which arises in this form of
oscillation is the ability of the
unit to respond to the morse key
—and this was obtained by the appara-
tus used by the writer—but there is no
doubt that with a little more critieal
design on the part of the experimenter, as
for example by using separate cores for
L1 and L2, a really serviceable arrangement

e L AMBURIER

OuTPUT
e S

T

D

ZEZZZIl B

L ]

u‘y’:\lUS .

Fig. 4 —Circuit diagram showing the use of ths
oscillator and heying sysiem.

could be evolved. It should be’ pointed
ont, in conclusion, that when bringing the
input and output ’'phones into close prox-
imity, care should be taken that the leads
to these earpieces are not near or parallel
to cach other, and the most favourable
results will be obtained by screening these
leads, although in early test this wus not
found to be absolutely essential.

Iisulation should be carefully checked
owing to the H.T. circuit in which the
feed-back coil (the coil connected to the
amplifier outpnt terminals), is connected,
and it would be preferable for a filter
choke output scheme to be adopted in the
output stage of the amplifier. Figs. 3 and
4 provide the keving cireuit and a diagram
of a non-amplitying system where the
’phones PI and P2 (see Fig. 1) are assembled
as a combined signal generator and receiver,
using a common diaphiagm, the pick-up
i P2 being passed on to another pair of
headphones.

-
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LATEST PATENT NEWS

Group Abridgments can be obtained from the Patent Office, 25, Southampton Buildings, London,

W.C,2, either sheet by sheet as issued

on payment of a subscription of 5s. per Group Volume or in

bound volumes, price 2s. each.

Abstraets Published.

TWO-PART COUPLINGS. — Naamlooze
Vennootschap Philips Gloeilampen-
fabrieken. No. 504866.

A radio receiver adapted for use on A.C.
or D.C. mains by means of a converter is
provided with a socket plate A, B (Fig. 1)
mounted on the -

- - A
back of the set c|/> 2 ‘c? &1
and engaged by a — et
plug member ; 75/—)"17

(Fig. 2) engaging
rows of contacts
IIT and IV in one
position, whereby
the mains term-
inals 9, 10 are
connected through
the switch 5, and
sockets 8, 12, 11,
15 to-the set mains
supply terminals Fis. 2
12, 15, while in 18- &
the other position, the plug memnber
is withdrawn, rotated about the shaft M

»

NEW PATENTS

These particulars of New Patents of interest
to readeérs have been selected from the Official
Journal of Patents and are published by pex-
mission of the Controllexr of H.M. Stationery
Office. The Official Journal of Patents can
be obtained from the Patent Office, 25, South-~
ampton Buildings, London, W.C.2, price Is.
weekly (annual subscription, £2 10s.),

Latest Patent Applications.
3561.—Cinch Manufacturing Corpora
tion.—Sockets for thermionig
valves, etc. February 26th.
3614.—Condliffe, G. S.—Cathode-ray
tube apparatus. February 27th.
3537.—Duncan, E. G., Mayturn, J. A
and  Mulparvo, Ltd. — Radio
receivers. February 26th.
3428.—Kramolin, L. L. de.—Arrange-
ment for automatic ‘or manual
selectivity of tuning control of
electric oscillatory circuits. Febru-
ary 23rd.
3557.—Lawson, D. I., Weighton, D.,
and Pye, Ltd.—Harmonic ana-
lysers. February 26th.
3710.—Marconi’s Wireless Telegraph
Co., Ltd.—High powered electron
discharge device. February 28th.
3711, —<Marconi’s Wireless Telegraph
Co.\, Ltd.—Wireless receiving sys-
tems. February 28th.
3712.—Marconi’s Wireless Telegraph
Co., Ltd.— Coupling devices.
_ February 28th.
3462.—Marconi’'s Wireless Telegraph
Co., Ltd., Cockerell, C. S., Brails-
ford, J. D., and Cufflin, M. H.—
Directional radio -receiver sys-
tems. February 23rd.
3464.—Marconi’'s Wireless Telegraph
Co., Ltd., Cockerell, C. S., Brails-
ford, J. D., and Cufflin, M. H.—
Plug socket, etc., connectors or
racks. February 23rd.
3574.—Philips Lamps, Ltd.—Wireless
receivers with bandspread tuning.
February 26th. i
3645.—Philips Lamps, Ltd.—Manu-
facture of coils, ete., for electrical
purposes. February 27th.
3433, — Standard  Telephones and
Cables, Ltd., and Earp, C. W—
Radio beacons. February 23rd.
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3434.—Standard Telephones & Cables,

through 180 deg., and engages rows of
contacts I, III. In this latter position the
mains terminals 9, 10 are connected to
sockets 1, 4, connected to a converter, the
A.C. output of which is fed back to sockets
2, 3, and thence via sockets 6, 7 to ter-
minals 12, 15. The plug and socket members
are so arranged that they can only be
engaged in two positions, an indicator
showing the kind of input current in use
being exposed by the corresponding opera-
tion of the plug member (not shown). The

Fig. 4.

Ltd., and Earp, C. W.—Mechani-
cal modulator for high-frequency
waves, particularly for radio
beacons utilising two  tones.
February 23rd.

Specifications Published.
518210.—1. M. K. Syndicate, Ltd., and
Nagy, P.—Television systems, and
thermionic valve circuits for use
there.
518214.—Marconi’s Wireless Telegraph
Co., Litd., and Kaell, 0. E.—
Electron-discharge tube ampli-
fiers. :
518311.—Compagnie Pour la Fabrica-
tion des Compteurs et Material
D’Usines A Gaz.—Telecinema
transmitters. (Cognate Applica-
tion 21326/38).
518221 —Ferranti, Ltd., Miller, J. L.,
and Wood, H.—Cathode-ray tubes.
518229.—Cole, Litd., B. K., and Brad-
field, G.—Motor-operated tuning
mechanism for radio receivers.
518273.—Belling & Lee, Ltd., Disney,
A. L., and Strafford, F. R. W.—
Means of suppressing electrical
interference by sparking-plugs of
internal-combustion engines.
518200.—R.C.A. Photophone, Ltd.,
and Underhill, J. L.—Potentio-
meter circuits for controlling volt-
ages for push-pull photo cell
circuits, thermionic valves, and
gimilar purposes. o
518378.—White, E. L. C.—Thermionic
valve circuits. Lo
518390.—Maglarty, B. N.—Thermionic
valve amplifiers. .
51\8205.—Holstensson, A.H.—Talking-
machines for playing a plurality
. of records in succession.
518308.—Rudkin, E. P.-—Wireless re-
ceiving system. (Divided out of
518128.)

Printed copies: of the full Published
Specifications may be obtained from
the Patent Office, 25, Southampton
Buildings, London, W.C.2, af the
uniform price of 1s. each.
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switch 5 acts as a mains switch for either
position. The device may also be used to
switch a supply transformer in and out
of circuit according to the A.C. mains
voltage available. J

TWO-PART-COUPLINGS.—Bosch Ges., R,
No. 502058.

A radio-screened sparkling-plug coupling
is secured by a spring bail A(Figs. 3 and 4),
pivoted in a member b secured to the casing
a and tightened in position by a spherically-
ended lever i rotatable to pressin a concave
seating p. The slot 7 in the lever through
which the bail passes is narrower in the
middie than at the ends, permitting the
lever to be operated at one side or the other
of its medial position.

EARTH RODS.—Adie and Nephew, Ltd.,
C. J., and Fletcher, R. A. No. 502269,

An earth rod has a cruciform, channelled,
or other flanged or webbed cross-section
and is formed by one or more suitably
bent or folded metal strips. As shown in
Tigs..5 and 6, a rod is of hollow cruciform

Fig. 5.

cross-section and is formed by two metal
strips a each shaped by rolling, drawing
orfolding to a tee cross-section. The head d
of each tee is formed with lips or flanges e,
the lips or flanges of one tee being arranged
within those of the other tee and united
thereto by welding or riveting. The lower
end of the rod is tapered and the upper
end is closed by a cap % retained by a bolt f
and wing nut ¢ which serves also as the
means for securing the earthing wire to the
rod. In a modified construction, the two
side portions & of the stem of each tee are
in contact and the head portions of the two
tees are also in contact. In another
construction, a rod of I cross-section com-
prises a pair of channel-sectioned strips
secured together with the chammels outer-
most. Any of these constructions mav be
formed from a suitably shaped single meta
strip. Fig. 7 shows a rod having a cross-
section similar to that shown in Fig. 6
and formed from a single strip.

HAPPY MAGAZINE

AVE you noticed how the pocket-sized
magazine is now rapidly establishing
itself in popular favour in this country ?
The latest and possibly the most well
known of popular magazines to follow the
fashion is the Happy, which celebrates
the change over with a brilliant issue.
Richmal Crompton’s world-famous charac.
ter, © William,” is always featured first
in the Happy, and the story about him in
this number is outstanding.

At 7d. this magazine is a first-rate
war-time bargain. Men in the Services
will approciate it, particularly as it fits the
tunic pocket so easily.
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grand paper from the first number, and
have built many short-wave receivers from.
your designs, but I, and many other readers,
I think, would welcome a receiver on the
following lines: a five-valve A.C. mains
short-waver, with 1 untuned H-F. Det.,
2 L.F. (pentode output), rectifier, built-in
energised speaker, and plug-in coils.—
A. G: Marrrx (Bexleyheath).

Back Number Wanted

IR,—TI should be glad if any reader who
has Pracricar WIrReLEss dated Feb.

9th, 1935, which describes the construction
of the Universal Hallmark 4, would kindly
lend me the-copy for a few days.—H. FRaNK-
HAM (42, Harriett, Street, Cathays, Cardiff).

Books Damaged in Transit

IR,—I have just examined an amateur
call book and two American text-
books, all of the soft-backed varitety and
supplied by two different sources in this
country who import them. Each book has
a permanent crease and cracked cover due
to heing folded for postage. Personally,
should I require any American publication
I should place my order in the U.S.A.,
where a request to carefully pack flat is
always granted. It is to be hoped that
British suppliers will copy those of the
U.S.A. The postage would be a little extra,
but would assure that such books arrived
minus the crease. Considering the prices
of some of these publications, which are
well worth the outlay, the purchasers at
least deserve copies which arrive un-
damaged.—A. W. Maxw (Middlesbrough).

Full-wave Detection

IR,—Mr, Ford will have his little joke !
Your readers will, no doubt, appre.
cigte that it is all a matter of terminology.
The arrangement he describes in his letter
(your issue, dated February 24th), is, of
course, not a “ full-wave’ detector, but
a ‘‘push-pull” detector. He ‘will not, I
think, doubt the possibility of *‘push-
pull’” detection of radio-frequencies. Full-
wave detection is, of course, theoretically
possible, but since all available detectors
are (like everything else in this world)
imperfect, none having zero reverse current,
they cannot detect (rectify) the *“full”’
wave.—‘ Earpirrerst”’ (Ickenham).

Stations Ankara and Helsinki

IR,—I would like to report that station
TAP on 946 me/s is the only short-
wave station in operation in Turkey at
the present time. News is given in English
at 20.15 B:.S.T. to 20.30, and the station
closes: down at 2230 B.ST., QRA
*“ Correspondence Dept.,” Radio Ankara,
Ankara, Turkey. The station welcomes
reports. Helsinki (Finland) can still be
heard at 04.00 B.S.T., with news in
English.—C. W. Harvey (Wembley).

Jidcus1te

The Editor does not necessarily agree with the opinions expressed by his
correspondentsy.  All letters-must. be accompanied by the name.and address.
of. the.sender-(not mecessarily for publication).

A Five-valve SSW. Sef Wanted:

IR ;—I have been a reader of your

SR e Ry LSS

Logged on 28 and 14 mqfs
IR,—I append my log of stations heard

here on my o-v-1 (home built), with
a number 19 valve as det. and L.F. A
twin cable antenna was used, 20ft. long
and 30ft. high. 28 mess (fone): WIGE;
W2IYX, FII;, W3HFW, GUF, EVP,
HUV,; W6RKI; WSFGV, RXY, FXM,
FIV, FZZ, QCK, AEM, PUV, DXE,
RLT; W9YEL, HRC, DAX, USU, and
OQ5AB. All stations heard between
15.00 and 17.30 hours. 2

14 me/s (fone) : WLIJIK, AVIS; W2IXY
W4DSY, CLK; WS8AL, and ES3C.

The following broadeast stations were
also heard : WCBX (13. 16 and 31 metres),
WCAB (13 metres), WNBI (16 metres),
WRUL, GEA, PIT (19 metres), WGEOQ,
RCA (31 metres) and TGWA (31 metres).
I think vyour paper is excellent, but I
should like to see the return of the ** Leaves
from a Short-Wave Log.”’ column.—
R. BrouzLL (Soliliull, Birmingham),

Exchanging QSL Cards : Radio
Saigon

IR,—I have recently placed a standing
order for your very fine paper. 1
have been very interested in its contents
though I do not agree in this matter of
exchanging QSL cards. I have been a
S.W. listener for four or five years now,
but have only about two dozen cards
among these heing WONA and WIXUP on
11 m., W9TNP on 75 m., two VQ4’s,
K60QLE and VK4KH on 20 m. I have
also a card from W6XBE. My report
was first from Wales. Now, I naturally
am very proud of these cards, and would
never dream of exchanging them for cards
confirming a station I have never heard.
Radio Saigon, Boite Postale, 412, Saigon, French

Indo-China
Daily Schedule Time, G.M.T.

11.35 p.m. to 12.15 a.m. News in French.

5.05 a.m. News in French.

5.15 to 5.45 a.m. Light Music.

11.00 a.m. News in English:and Music.
12.35 p.m. News in-Dutch:

1.0 p.m. News in French. B
1.15 to 2.0 p.m Music and Variety.

2.0 to 2.30 p.m Paris Mondial (relay).
3.0to 4.0 p.m. English Programme.

Subject to change without notice
Wavelengths
6,116 kefs. 49.05 metres.
11,780 kcfs 25.40 metres.
1,000 kc/s. 300 metres.

This morning I received a nice card
from Radio Saigon, confirming my reception
of November 30th last. I enclose this
station’s programme which may be of
interest to other readers.—W. J. PsRrry
(Bangor, N. Wales).

S.W. Reception Conditions:
Proposed Club for Chelmsford

JIR,—1 should like to take this oppo-
tunity of expressing my sincere
appreciation of your excellent weekly.
I have been a S.W. fan for about two years
now and have gained quite a lot of useful
information from this paper. My receiver,
an o0-v-2, Det. and 2 L.F., works very well
withoul an earth, having logged most of
the commercial American stations such as
WGEA and WCBX. With an earth.

K74

find the set acts very peculiarly, signals
being very wealk, although the earth
connection is good. Having no earth
connection ay seem to tend townards
instability, but I find the set very stable
under all conditions. I’'m afraid S.\WW. DX
i§ very searce lately, even-the Americans
being very evasive at times, although
Australia’s new short:wave transmitters,
VLQ and VLQ2, are certainly holding their
own. I should like very much to see the
formation of a Radio Cluly i this district,
and I invite anyone who is interested in
the proposition to write to me.—D.
Wartrnrxe, 64, South Primrose Hill, Rainsford
lind, Chelmsford, Kssex.

Proposed Club for Plymouth
IR,—I would like to exchange views
with other local enthusiasts regarding
the formation of a Wireless Club in the
Plymouth District.—W. [°. Noycr, 48,
Clarence Road, Torpoint, Cornwall.

Correspondentfz‘ Wanted

IR,—1 am ab preséut confined to
hospital, and being interested in
radio, I would much appreciate a letter
from any reader who cares to corresponil
with me.—IEpwarp Kirsy, Ward 38,
St. James’s Hospital, Leeds.

IR,—I have been a reader of vour fine
journal for a number of months. and

1 find it very helpful.
I would very much like a correspondent,
who is interested in short-wave listening,
I have a 2-valve S.W. set, and I am using

a Telsen dual-range short-wave coil.
Wishing your journal every success.—
R. WumTeraw, 118, Leamington Road,

Coventry, Warwicks.

The 30/~ Three

IR,—I would be glad if any reader whe
has built the 30/- Three would get in
touch with me. I have been a reader of
vour excellent paper for the last two
years, and have found it invaluable.—
B. JomxsTox, c/o A. Adair, 15, Woodhouso
Street, Portadown, Ulster.

Bac Lol

: PROBLEM No: 392,

. ACKSON had a uyood milllammeter and
i

¢ decided  to wake up a general-purpose
i tester.  The metor read 1 mA and he worked
out the various current shuuts and series
resistors for voltage readings, and having
i obtained these he connected them all to the
¢ meter and various switches.  When completed
he made one or two tests of anode currcnt on
his set but found that onall the current readines
he obtained practically the same reading.
e examined the switehes and found that
these were working correctly. What was
wrong ?  Three books will be awarded ior the
first three correct solutions opened.  Entries
must be addressed to The Liditor, Pravricayn
WingLrss, George Nownes, Lid.,, Tower
House, Southampton Street, Straud, Landon
W.C.2. Lnvelopes must be marked Problem
No. 392 and must be posted to reach tiis
office not tater than the lirst post on Tuesday,
Mareh 26th, 1940,

[PPSO
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Solutions to Problem No. 39{.

When Marshall added lis auto-bias ¢ircuit he over-
looked the fact that the grid-return lead should have
been taken to the I.U. negative termiukl, but he
counected it to earth. Conseguently the valve was
not hiased.

The following three readers suceessfiilly  solved
Problem No. 390 apd books have aceordingly besn
forwarded to theni: D. M, Webber, Millswood, Sauth
Brent, Devon; W. J. Barusley, 8/27. Garliett Streat,
Tadywood, Dirmingham ; C. D, Sevgeant. 6. Greonway,
Chislehurst, \ent.
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Date of Issue.
CRYSTAL SETS

Blueprints, 6d. each.
1937 Crystal Receiver . 0
The “ Junior » Crystal Set 50

STRAIGHT SETS.

One-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.

All-Wave Umpen (Pentode)

Beginners’ One- valver 50

The * Pyramid ” One-valver (HI‘
Pen) o A oo

Two-valve : Blueprint; 1s,
The Signet Two (D & LT)

Three-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.

Selectone Battery Three (D 2 LR
(Trans))

Sixty S]ullmg Three (D 2 LF
(RC & Trans)) ..

TLeader Three (SG, D, Po“) .

Summit Three (HF Pen, D, Pen)

All Pentode Three (HF Pen, D
{Pen), Pen) 2

Hall-Mark Three (SG D, Po“)

Hal! -Mark Cadet(D, LF, Pen(RC))
. J. Camm’s Silver Sotvenir (HI
Pen D (Pen), Pen) (All-Wave
Three) 5

Cameo Mldget Three (D 2 LF
(Trans)) ..

1936 Sonotone Ihree Four (HI‘
Pen, HF Pen, Westector, Pen)

Ba(tter)y All-Wave Three (D 2 LF

The Monitor (HI‘ Pen, D Pen) .

The Tutor Three (HY Pen D, Pen)

The Centaur Three (3G, D )

F. J. Camm’s Record All-Wave
Three (HF Pen, D, Pen) 0

The ““Colt ” All-Wave Three (D,
2 LT (RO & Trans)) “.. =

The Rapide ”  Straight 3 (D,
2 LF (RC & Trans)) .

¥, J. Camm’s Oracle &dl- Wave
Three (HF, Det , Pen)

1038 “ Triband ” All-Wave Three
(H¥ Pen, D, Pen)

F. J. Camm's * Sprite > Three
(HT Pen, D, Tet) !

The * Hurricane »* A=W, a\'e Three
((8G, D, Pen), Pen)

J. Camm’s “ Push-Button ”

i\ hree (HF Pen, D (Pen), Tet) .

‘Four-valve : Bfueprints, 1s. each.

Sonotone Four (8G, D, LF, P) .,

Fury Four (2 SG, D, Pen)

Beéw Universal Four (SG D, LF
1. B

Nucleon Class B Four (SG‘r D
(3G), LT, Cl. B)

Fury Four Super (SG SG, D Pen)

Battery Hall-Mark 4 (HF Pen,
D Push- -Pull)

.. Camm’s * Limit ” All-W. ave
Ioru (HF Pen, D, LF, P) 9
“ Acme ” All-Wave 4 \HI‘ Pen, D

(Pen) LT, ClL. B)
The ©* Admiral * Four (HI‘ Pen
HF Pen, D, Pen (RO))

Mains Operated.

Two-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.

A C. Twin (D (Pen), Pen) 00
A.C.-D.C, Two (SG, Pow)

Selectone A.C. Radrogram Two
(D, Pow)

Three-valve Blueprmis 1s. each.

Double-Diode-Triode Three (HF
Pen, DDT, Pen) 00

D.C. Ace (SG D, Pen) .. 0o

A.C. Three (SG, D Pen) . ..

A.C. Leader (HF Pen "D, Pow) ..

D.C. Premier (HF Pen D Pen) .

Unique (HF Pen, D (Pen), Pen) .

Armada Mains Three (HF Pen, D
Pen)

F.J. Camm’s A.C. Al-Wave Silver
Souvenir Three (HF Pen,D Pen)

“All-Wave * A.C. Three (D
LF (RC))

A.C. 1936 Sonotone (HF Pen, HI‘
Pen, Westector, Pen)

Mains Record All Wa\'e 3 (HF
Pen, D, Pen)” .. 85

Four-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
A.C. Fury Four (SG, 8G, D, Pen)
A.C. Fury Your Super (8G, SG, D,
Pen) -
.C. Hall Mark (HI‘ I’en D,
Push-Pull) X5 dg

. 3110

27.8.

192,

27.8

24.9.

29.5.
16.3

13.4.

21—5.
14.8.

18.2
4,12

.38

.85

.36
.39
.37

No. of
RBlueprint

PW
38 PWo4

Battery Operated.

PW31A

38 PWs8s

38 PW76

37" PwW39

35

36
37 Pwed

8.37 PW78

1.38
.38

26.3
30.4,
3.9.

el
oo

PW84
Pvsr
PWs89
Pwo2

38
38

PW4
PW11
PwWi17

PW34B
PW34C

PW46
PW67
PW83
PW90

NS

PWI18
PW31

PW19

- PW23
PW25
PW29

PW35C

PW35B

PW30A

PW3sS .

PW50
PV54
PW56
PW70

P20
. PW34D
PWi5

PW93

PRINT SERVECE

Universal Hall-Mark (HI‘ Pcn D,

Pash-Pull) - PWa7
SUPERHETS:

Battery Sets : Blueprints, 1s. each.
£5 Superhet (Three-Valve) .. 5837 PW40
I, J. Caramy’s 2-valve Superhet .. — PWws2
Mains Sets: Biueprints, 1s. each. \
A.C. £5 Superhet('_['hree -valve) — PW43
D.C. £5Superhet (Three-valve) . = PW42
Universal £5 Superhet (Three-

valve) —_ PW44
¥.J. Camm’s A.C, Superhot 4 31.7.37 PW59
F. J. Camnr’s Umverca; £4 Super-

het 4 —_ WGO

“ Qualitone™ Univeraal Four 16.1.37 PW73
;ou;l-%alggo- 4.D}c;ubée-su!ed Blueprint, 1s. 6d.

ush Button attery Model .
Push Button 4, A.C. Mains Model }22‘10‘38 B

SHORT-WAVE SETS. Battery Operated.

One-valve :  Blueprint, 1s.
Siniple S. W. One- valver .. . 23.12.39 P88
Two-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Midget Short- -wave Two (D, Pen). — PW3s4A
The ““Tleet” Short-wave Two
(D (HF Pen), Pen) 27.8.38 PWo1
Three-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Experimenter’s Short-wave Three
(3G, D, Pow) PW30A
The Prefect 3 (D, S LF (RC and
Trans)) . . PW6s
The Band- Spread S.W, Tl;ree
(HF Pen, D (Pen), Pen) 1.10.38 PW68
PORTABLES.
Three-valve :  Blueprints, 1s. each.
F. J. Camm’s ELY Three-valve
Portable (HF Pen, D, Pen) — PW65
Parvo I‘lvn cight Mrdget Portable
8G,D Pen) <3 8o 3.6.89. PWqT
Four-valye : Blueprint, 1s.
=z Imp *TPortab‘e (B” LF LT
(Pen) R — W86
MISGELLANEOUS
Blueprint, 1s..
8.W. Converter-Adapter (1 valve) — PW48A

AMATEUR WIRELESS AND WIRELESS MAGAZINE
CRYSTAL SETS.
Blueprints, 6d. each. )

Four-station Crystal Set .. 23.7.38  AW427
1934 Crystal Sef .. et — AWd444
150- mile Crystal Set 20 — AW450
STRAIGHT SETS. Battery Operated,

One-valve : Blueprint, 1s.
B.B.C. Specral One-valver — AW387
Two-vaive : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Melody Ranger Two (D, Trans) -—_ AW388
Full-volume Two (SG det, Pen) . — AW302
Lucerne Minor (D, Pen) .. oa — AW426
A Modérn Two-valver .. oo = WNM409
Three-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
£5 53, 8.G.8 (SG, D, Trans) R0 6 = AW412
Lucerne Ranger (§G, D, Trans) .. — AW422
£5.5s. Three: De Luxe Version

(8G, D, Trans) .. 19.5.34 AW435
Lucerne Stralght Three (D RC
. Trans) ~ .. —_ AW437
Transportable Three (8G, D Pen) WM271
Simple=Tune Three (8G, D Pen) June 33 WMB327
Economy-Pentode Three (SG -

Pen | Oct.’33 WM337
“W.aM.” 1934 Standard Three

(8G, D, Pen) . — WAM351
£3 3s. Three(SG D, Trans) L 3ar.’34 WN354
1935 £6 6s. Battery Three (SG

D, Pen) .. - WHM371
PTP Three (Pen, D Pen) og — WHM389
Certainty Three(SG D, Pen) e — TWH393
Minitube Three (SG, D, Trans) .. Oct. '35 WDM396
All-Wave “mmng Three (SGQ

Pen) ., — WAHM400
Four-valve : Blueprmts 1s. 6d each.
65s. Four (SG, D, RC, Trans) .. AW370
2HF Four (2 8G, D Pen) —_ AW421
Self-contained Your (8G, D, LF

Class B) .. . Aug.’83 WM331
Lucerne Straight "Four (SG D J

LF, Trans) WM350
£5 5s. Battery Four (HF D, 2 LF) Feb., ‘3:) WM381
The H.K. Four (3G, SG, D, Pen). . — TWM384
The Auto Straight Four (HF Pen,

HF, Pen, DDT, Pen) . Apr.’36 WM404
Five-valve : Blueprints, 1s. 6d. each.
Super-quality TFive (2 HF, D, RC,

Trans - WM320
Class B Quadradvne ¢ SG D LI“

Class = WM344
New Class B Five' (" SG D LI‘

Class B) .. sl — WM340

|

March_ 23@';1940 |

These Blueprints are drawn full size,

indicates that the issue is out of p
Issues of Practical Wireless .,
Amateur Wireless ... o
Wireless Magazine

cription appears Thus
WIRELESS. A.W. to Amateur
Wireless Magazine.

Wireless.

of the blueprint, and the

Dept.,
ampton Street, Strand, W.C.2.

Copies of appropriate issues containing descrip-
trons of these sets can in some cases be supplied at
the following prices.which are additional to the cost
of the Blueprint. A dash before the Blueprlnt Number

4d ‘Post Paid

1/

The index letters which precede the Blueprmt
Number indicates the periodical in which the des-
P.W. refers to PR.A%)’II‘& ./-}L

' M. to

Send (preferably) a postal order to cover the cost

issue (stamps_over 6d,
unacceptable) to PRACTICAL WIRELESS Blueprint
George Newnes, Ltd., Tower House, South-

»

Mains Operated.
Two-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Consoelectric Two (D, Pen) A.C..
Econoray A.C, Two (D Trans)A. C.
Unicorn A..C.-D.C. Two (D, Pen). .

Three-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Home Lover’s New All-Electric
Three (SG, D, Trans) A.C.

F1

Mantovani A. C Three (HF Pen,
, Pen) .. _—
£15 15s. 1936 A.C. R‘ldlogram

(HF, D, Pen) - Jan.’36

Four-valve : Blueprints, 1s. 6d. each

All Metal Four (2 SG, D, Pen) July ’33
Harris’ Jubilee Radlo"rf\m (HF
Pen, D, LF, P) Muay '3

SUPERHETS.
Battery Sets : Blueprints, 1s. 6d. each.
Modern Super Senior go 00
"Vargity Four b Ocz‘.. '35
The Request All- Waver . . .. June’36
1935 Super-¥Five Battery (Superhet)

Mains Sets : Blueprints, 1s. 6d. each,
Heptode Super Three A.C. M(IJ ’34
“ W.M.”” Radiogram Super A. c..

PORTABLES.
Four-valve : Blueprints, 1s. 6d. each.
Holiday Portable (SG, D, LF,
Class B)
Family Portable (HI‘ D RC
Trans) 2
Two HI‘ “Portable 2 S(} D

Qr2
Tyers?ortﬁ‘ble (86, D, 2 Trans). .

SHORT-WAVE SETS.
One-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each
8.W. One-valver for America . 15:10:38
Rome Short-Waver .. oo —

Two-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Ultra-Short Battery Two (3G, det,
Pen) og .. o .. Teb. 36
Home-made Coil Two (D, Pen) ..
Three-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
World-ranger Short-wave 3 (D,
RC, Trgns)
D\perlmenter s 5- metre Set (D
Trans, Super-regen) 30.6.34
The Carrier Short-way er(SG D, P) July '35

Four-valve : Blueprints, 1s. 6d. each.

A.W. Short-wave World-beater
(HF Pen, D, RC, Trans)

Empire Short-waver (8G, D, RC
Trans) ..

Standard Four-valve Short -waver

*(SG, D, LF, P 22.7.39
Superhet : Blueprint, 1s. sd
Simplified Short-wave Super . Now, ’85
Mains Operated.
Two-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Two- valve Mains Short-waver (€] )
Pen) A 13.1.40

WML Long wave Converter
Three-valve : Blueprint, 1s.
Emigrator (8G, D, Pen) A.C.

Four-valve : Blueprint, 1s, 6d.
Standard Four-valve A.C. Short-
waver (8G, D, RC, Trans)

MISGELLANEOUS,
S. W One-valve Converter (Price

Dnthusra;t’xl’o“ er Ampllﬂer (1 6)
Llstegers 5-watt A.C. Amplifier

(1/6)
Radio Unit (‘7\') for WM397 (lf) l\'o’v ’3

3
Harris Electrogram battery am-
plifier (1/-)
De Luxe Congert A.C. "Rlectro-
gram (1/-) . Mar.’36
New/ ;tvle Short-wave Adapter
1/- oo . =
Tr(rckle Charger (6d ) 0 —
Short-wave Adapter (1/-). . I —
Superhet Converter (1/-) . -—
L.C. Short-wave Converter
(1/~) . May 36
Wilson Tone Master (1/- ) June*36
The W.M., A.C. Short- ~wave Con-
verter (1/ ) - 2 —

Battery Operated.

AW403 ¢
WM286
WA394

AW383
WM374
W01

WHM329
WM336

WAI375
WM395
WM407
WM3T79

WM359
WM366

AWS393
AWLT !

WA363
WM367 ,

AW420
AWd52

WAM102
AVW440

AWS335
AW438
WI390
AW436
WM313
WM383

WM397

AW453
WM380

‘WM352

WM391

(3
.4

AW 329
WM387

WM392
W398

WM399
WM403
WM388
AW4062
AW456
AW457

WAM405
WM406

WM408
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Qscillator Tone

““Y recently-put together a small single-
valve oscillator for morse practice. I used
an old transformer I had and it works
admirably except for one thing, and that is
the tone. It is rather low. and unpleasant.
and after using it for half an hour or so it
begins to bore. Is there-any way of varying
the tone so that I can get a higher piteh
after using it for sonre time. to.relieve the
monotony ? 2>—H. W. (Feltham).

HE tone is dependent upon the trans-

former, and if it-is an old spare

model you could remove some of the lamin-
ations of the core in order to raise the tone.
If you use the two windings without any
core the tone will be very high, and thus
by making an adjustable core from pieces
ofthgexisting laminations you couldprovide
an easily operated form of tone control.
The volume will, of course, fall off as the
core is removed, but this should not be of
any importance as the H.T. may be.raised
to compensate.

I.E. Transformer Design

‘I recently made up a pair cf I.F: trans-
formers, using some data which I found.
When completed I wished to try and.avoid
changes due to moisture or. climatic con-
ditions, and dipped the coils"in ordinary
paraffin wax. I find; however, that I can-
not get the two transformers to tune and I
wonder if the dipping has had any effect
on them. Could you. please ascertain: this
for me ? ’—W. T, R. (Holloway).

HI data which: you used no doubt

applied to an air-spaced coil, probably

of the honeycomb type of winding. This
has a very low self-capacity and with the
trimmers which had been specified they
would no doubt have been quite.in order.
When coils are dipped in wax the self-
capacity is increased; and in your case
you may have omitted to dry out the coils
thoroughly first and thus, although impreg-
nated, they may be full of moisture and this
will aggravate the effects of the added wax.
A smaller ‘padding condenser might be
capable of giving the desired frequency
range, but if not, then turns will have to be
stripped until the desired range has been
obtained.

Beginner’s One-Valver
‘“ What is the approximate cost of the
Beginner’s One-Valver,

appeared: in. the issue. dated December
23rd; 19392 Also, what sort and type of
valve is used in this set?”—A. G. W.
(Truro).

HE approximate cost to-day would be
about 25s., but owing to price Auctu-
ations it is not possible to quote an exact
figure. A suitablevalve would be the Cossor
210 HF. :

Short-wave Station Addresses
‘“Could yow reeommend to me a hook
containing the addresses. of short-wave
broadeast stations? How nmuch would a
copy eost and where would.I have to send to
obtain-it 2+ —D. H. (Gildérsome, nr. Lesds).

details of which.

%x;E do not know of any book which
| contains only a list of short-wave
stations, but a very comprehensive list. of
such: stations and addresses
included in our latest book, the ** Short:
wave Manual.” This may be obtained
from this office, price 5s., or by post for
5s. 6d.

Making a Microphone

‘“ When looking through my spares box
I came aeross a single headphone-and:the.
idea came to me as to whether I could
possibly make a mierophone- out. of ita
Could: you, help: me- in this matter ?’*—
T. H. D. (Monkwearmouth).-

»a—

RULES

We wish to draw the reader’s attention to the
fact that the Queries Service is intended only
for the solution of problems or difficulties
arising from the construction .of receivers
described in our pages, {from articles.appearing
in our pages, or on general wireless matters.
‘Weregret that we cannot, for obviousreasons—

(1) Supply circuit diagrams of complete
multi-valve receivers.

(2) Suggest alterations or modifications of
receivers- described in  our  contem-
poraries. i

(3) Suggest alterations or modifications to
commercial Teceivers.

(4) Answer queries, over the telephone,

(5) Grant intérviews to querists,

A stamped addressed envelope must- be
enclosed for the reply. All sketches and
drawings which are -sent to us should bear
the name and address of the sender.

Requests for Blueprints must not be enclosed
with queries as they are dealt with by-a -
separate department.

Send your queries to the Editor, PRACTICAL WIRELESS,

George Newnes, Ltd., Tower House, Southampton Street,

Strand, London, W.C.2. The.Coupon must.be enclosed
with every query.
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HI earphone alone is unsuitable as a
mike as it would be very insensitive.
There are several methods of improving
it, however, and one of the simplest would
be to fit a much thinner diaphragm. This
should then preferably be mounted at the
end of a small horn or sound. collector to
provide greater movement, but in general
the magnet system does not lend itself to a
very good type of microphone, although
for experimental purposes you can find quite
a lot of interest in it.

Medium-wave Coil
““ Could you please let me have the method
of making a medium-wave coil for a home-
made one-valve receiver?” — A. MeC.
(Kilrea, Co. Derry).
A SUITABLE coil was recently described
for our simple one-valver. A coil
former of cardboard about 2% or 3ins. in
diameter is needed and for the grid winding
you need about 45 turns of 22 or 24 gauge,
double-cotton-covered wire. At the end
of the coil former, and separated by about
4in. wind another small coil of thinner
wire, say 28 or 30 gauge, and use 35 turns.
This coil must- be in the same. direction as
the-grid winding. Theend of the Iatter and
the beginding of. the second winding
should be. joined together and are- con-

has been

nected to earth. The second winding is
for reaotion amd therend: is joined to the
reaction condenser. The tuning condenser
is connected across the grid winding. For
an aerial coupling coil you can wind a
furtlier eoil.of 20 turns on.a strip of paper;
wound. over the grid winding at the-easth
end, connecting the lower end of this to
earth. Alternatively, the aerial may be
joined through a small variable condenser
(maximum capacity .0002 mfd.) to the top "
of the. grid winding. :

Servicing :

““Y wish to. improve my. knowledge of
wireless service -repairs in up-to-date- sets.
I thought you might publish-a book on this;
but if not what course would you advise-me
to take ? **—@G. C. (Slaithwaite). :

¥V JE publish. a very good book on the

/- subject, entitled ‘“The Practical
Wireless Service Manual.” This covels
every phase of the subject, including modern
superhets, and costs 6s. from any news-
agent or by post from thes: offices at 6s. 6d.

]
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i REPLIES IN BRIEF
The following replies to queries are given in
l abbreviated form either because of non-compliance
i with our rules, or becausethe point raised is not of

gereral interest.
;A O ) )G | )R-t
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A. B. (Ayr). Write to the Premier Radio Company,
whose advertisements appear in these pages.

S. Wi Bi (Edgware). All the points raised by you
have heen covered in- various articles, but. we regret:
that we cannot insert your gener?l request jmr our
correspondence columas.

H. S. (Croydon). We replied to your letter -of
Téhruary 20th, but it.has been returned by the Postal
Authorities marked “ Unknown.”

€. B. R. (Prestwich). We cannot.give you coustrue-
tional data of the coil, But it may be obtained direct
from Messrs. Bulgin, of Abbgy Road, Barking.

L. H. (Slough, Bucks:). Messrs. Blectradix may he
able to supply you, but we tannot give any. idea as
to the price.

W, P. (Market Drayton). The coil is not now obtain-
able, having been withdrawn by the makers.

I. D. (Bushbury). We think the condensers are

‘obtainable from Radigmart or {rom Webb’s Radio.

J. A. G. (Bilton Grange).
be ample.

C. F. (Huddersfield). "Wec¢ can supply designs for
various types of receiver, and details will be found
in our Blueprints page.

K. T. (Bietchley). The transformer showld not be
of higher ratio than 5 to 1.

L. R. (Devizes). Couple the two coils through a
non-inductive 1,000 ohm resistor.

G. T. E. (Barnet). Neither of the valves is obtain-
able now. We suggest a good modern A.C./D.C.
type of valve.

N. E. (Perth). The transformer is quite suitable,
although you may have to fit a bleeder to obtain an
improved current drain.

R. A, (Cardiff). We cannot supply a diagram in this
particular case. We do not know of any source {rom
which it could be obtained,

T. W. (Maldon). The makers will assist you if you
write to them and explain the matter.

R. E. Gi D. (Oxford). The alternative parts men-
tioned would not prevent reception. We think, there-
fore, that you have made some mistake in the wiring.

A. M. (Kenilworth). We cannot advise the fitting
of the switech mentioned. We cannot suggest modifica~
tions without further details of the receiver.
~ G R. G, (Houghlon Bank), A battery and ‘phones
in series will enable you to check the windings. T.P.
may be taken as equivalent to Plate or Anode terminal
and 0.8. equivalent to Grid. The S terminals are the
secondary and the P terminals primary.

W. M. (West Lothian). The only people who could
supply ‘details are the desigpers, the General Blectric
Company, Ltd.

4. W. §, (Sittingheurne}x You will have to add
further decoupling, or modify the H.0. supply lines so
that a single output is taken from the mains nuit.

A total of 66 volts would

b-x DL ) G} ) T ) CEDD- ||| } S | D L I | 1 G A3

The coupon. on page iii of coyer =
must be attached to every guery. !
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EOMBINED OSCILLATOR AND
RECEIVER
(Continued from page 31.)

will result, it is not to be recommended,
since with & heavier anode current and in
an oscilliatory condition, the emission
of the valve is affected.

The Lay-out

Now with regafd to the component lay-
out. From the cover illustration and in
conjunction with the wiring diagram, Figs.
2 and 3, it will be noticed that & Symmetrical
appearance is obtained whilst allocating
the left-hand portion of the chassis for the
receiver circuit, with the right-hand portion
for the audio oscillator components,

It will be seen on referring to Fig. 2,
that the band-set condenser C2 is located
underneath the reaction condenser, and this
is pointed out since the earth connection
to this condenser, indicated by X, may not
be quite clear otherwise. )

In the chassis illustrated, a different key
jack was employed from that quoted in
the list of components, this jack being
located directly under the *phone jack but
oh the underside of the chassis; however,
as this was the original experimental lay-
out, it has been realised since that the
‘phone and key jacks quoted would be
more conveniently mounted as depicted
in the wunder-chassis diagram Fig. 8,
which shows these jacks in dotted lines for
convenience in following the wiring, but
as will be realised on checking the com-
ponent lay-out with the diagram of measure-
ment Fig. 4, these two jacks are located
above chassis and fitted to the front panel.

When wiring this switeh it should be
noted that turning the knob in a clockwise
direction . brings about
increase in the indnctance of the choke, as
Wil}l be seen on checking the leads “a”
to “e.”

The switches 81,82, and S8 are ganged by
soldering a 13in. length of %/s,in. diameter
brass rod to the slotted toggles.

The drilling details given in Fig. 4 are
for the components only, since this will
prevent confusion which could arise in
including the drillings for through-chassis
connections; and as 4he relationship of the
wiring holes numbered from 1 to 13 is
clearly defined in Figs. 2 and 3, it-is only
necessaty for the constructor to provide
these holes as close to components as
possible, conforming to the wiring
diagram.

Holes 9 and 10, however, indicated in

Fig. 3, are not included in Fig. 2 for the |

reason- mentioned concerning these two
jacks.

The runners for the chassis ghould be
about 1iin. deep and comprise any forin of
wood strip, measuring 6in. long by at least

tin, thicl, and to finish off, these should be

rounded at the edges.

The ’phone jack J2 and the rotary switch
S4 are fitted with fibre embossed washers to
insulate them  from the metal panel,
consequently the holes marked “¥* in
Fig. 4, will require slightly enlarging, by
filing after drilling, to accommodate these
washers. :

It will be seen in Fig, 3 that the wiper
contact of 84 is indicated by “W,” and
although not mentioned previously when
referring to holes 9 and 10, hole No. 13'is
similarly treated, being shown only in the
under-chassis diagram.

In conclusion it should be pointed out

that whilst there is marginal adjustment in |

H.T., it will be found that 60 to 72 volts
will be ample for HT.+1, with 9 to 12
volts for H.T.+2.

"+ London, N.1.
& step-by-siepy

Classified Advertisements

ADVERTISEMENTS are accepted for these columns
at the rate of 2d. per word (minimuin charge 2/-
cach paragraph). Series discounts of 5 per cent. for 13,
10 per cent..for 26 and 15 per. cent. for 52 insertions
are allowed. All advertisements must be prepaid.

EACH paragraph will commence with the first word
printed in bold face capitals. Additional words in

| bold face capitals are charged at 4d. per word,

ALL communications should be addressed to the
Advertisement Manager, “ Practical Wireless,” Tower

. House, Southampton Street, London, W.C.2.

CABINETS

A CABINET for Every Radio Purpose. Surplus
Cabinets from noted niakers under ¢ost of manu-
facture. Radiogram Cabinets from 80/-. Undrilled
table, console and loudspeaker cibincts from 4/6.
Inspection invited,

H. L. SMITH AND €O., LTD., 289, Fdgware Roadg,
W.2, Tel.: Pad. 5801.

COMMUNICATION RECE;VERS

THE famous HALLICRAFTER 8X23, released.by the
makers only in July, 1939, can still be supplied by

Webb’s Radio at

PRE-WAR PRIGES.

We fortunately.had good supplies delivered in August,
NO prige increase on present stock of this model only,
£33 10s., H.P. terms available. Write for descriptive
booklet.—P. Webb's Radio, 14, Soho Street, London,
W.1. ’Phane: @Qerrard 2089.

LITERATURE

NEW REdition. American Amatenr Relay League
Handbook. 500 pages of up-to-the-minute technical
information, 7/- post free, ~ 1940 Jones Handbook :
approxinmately 700 ,pages dealing with every aspect of
Short-wave Radio, §/6, post free,—Webb's Radio, 14,
Soho St., London, W.1. *Phone: Gerrard 2089.

LOUDSPEAKER REPAIRS

LOUDSPEAKER repairs,
make, 24-hour service,
Speakers,

British, American, any
moderate prices.—Sinelait
Pultcney 'Lerrace, Capevhagen Street,

REPAIRS. to movipg coil spealcrs. Cones/coils
fitted or rewound. Ields altered or wound. Prices
quoted, including climinators. Pick-ups and speaker
transformers rewound, 4/6. Trade invited. Guaranteed
satisfaction. Prompt: service.

L.S. Repair Service, 5, Balham Grove, London S.W.12.

Battersea 1321.

MORSE EQUIPMENT

FULL range of Transmitting Keys, Practice Sets,
Oscillators, Recorders and other Radio Telegrapk
Apparatus, designed and manufactured by T. R.
McIlroy, World’s Champion Telegraphist. Sole dis-
tributors: Webb’s Radio, 14, Seho Street, London,
W.1. °’Phone: Gerrard 2089,

MORSE TRAINING

WIRELESS Code Cotrses. “ Book of Facts 7 Free.—
Candler System Co. (L.0.), 121, Kingsway, London,
W.C.2.

NEW LOUDSPEAKERS

3,000 Speakers, P.M. and encrgised 4in. to 14in,, in-
cluding several Xpoch 18in. — Sinclair Speakers,
Pulteney Terrace, Copenhagen Street, London, N.1.

RADIO MAP AND GLOBE

WEBB’S Radio Map of the World enables you to
locate any station heard. Size 40” by 30” 2 colour heavy
Art Paper, 4/6. Limited supply on Linen, 10/6.
WEBB’S  Radio Globe—superly 127 _ full-colour
model. Radio prefixes, zones, etc. Heavy oxydised
mount. Post Paid, 27/6.—Webb’s Radio, 14, Soha
Street, Tondgn, W.1. ’Phone: Gerrard 2089,

RECEIVERS AND COMPONENTS

5/- Bargain parcel comprising Speaker Cabinet, 2
Drilled Chassis, condensers, resistances and many
other useful components, Worth £2, Limited
number.  Postage 1/-.-—Bakers Selburst Radio, 75,
Sussex Road, South Croydon,

BANKRUPT -Bargains. DBrand new 1939 models,v

makers’ sealed cartons, with guarantees, at less
40 ‘per cent. below listed prices; also Midgets, por-
tables, car radio, Send 1id. stamp for lists.—Radio
Bargains; Dept. P.W., 261-3, Lichtield Road, Aston,
Birmingham,

RECEIVERS AND COMPONENTS

RADiIO CLEARANCE, LTD., 63, High Holborn, London,
W.C.1. TELEPHONE : HOLborn 4631.
COMPLETYE KIT of parts to build Lissen Hi Q Battery
Short-wave receiver. 5-91 metres switched. Brand
new goods boxed, .with circuit and instruetions.
Listed, £4/I5/-. Our price, £1/19/11 less valves.
ALL-WAVE super-het. chassis, 5 valve A.C. Latest
Mullard valves: T.H.4B, V.P.4.B., T.D.D.4, Pen
A4, L.W. 4/350v. Ranges: Short-wave, 16-43
metres. Med.-wave, 200-560 metres. Long-wave,
300-2,200 metres. Size of Chassis: 143" long, W
deep. Height overall, 84”. Controls tuning at side,
volume on/off at side, wave change. Provision for
pick-up. Complete with valves and knobs, £4/17/6.
Special speaker, 1,500 ohms field, 16/6 each.
L.F. transformer. Lissén Hi Q. Ratio 3-1.
grade, boxed. List 6/-. Our price, 2/3 each.
H.F. choke. Lissen Hi Q. Compact disé type with

feet. Boved. List, 2/6. Our price, 8d. each.
ULTRA-SMORT and short-wave choke, Lissen Hi Q.
Inductance 100 microhenries. Boxed, List, 2/-.
Our price, 1/~ each,

ULTRA-SHORT and short-wave double-wound low-
resistance choke, Lissen Hi Q. Resistance less than
05 ohms. Boxed. List, /6. Our price, 1/3 each.
LOW-LOSS Ceramic valve-holders, Lissen Hi Q.
Base-hoard and chassis. 5- and 7-pin., 10d. and 1/-
each.

DEGIMAL dial and slow-motion drive. Lissen Hi Q.
Finest short-wave dial made. Hour and minnte hand
type. Divided into 1,000 divisions. List, 12/6.
Our price, 5/11 each.

MARNSBRIDGE type condensers. Lissen Hi Q.
250 D.C. working. " Moulded case with fegt. ,1.mfd.
and 1 mfd., 6d. each.

ROTARY coil unif. Lissen Hi Q. Four-band from
4.3-91 metres, can be selected by a turn of the knob
With circuit. Boxed. IList, 15/6. Our price, 6/11.
LOW-LOSS short-wave variable condensers. Ceramie
insulation. Brass vames. Lissen HMi Q. Minimum
capacity 5 micro-micro farads. Two types. Boxed,
with knobs. 160 m.mfd. List, 7/6. Our Drice,
3/6each. 20m.mfd. List,5/6. Our price, 2/11 each,
FHCA condensers, Lissen. New. Boxed. All nseful
| sizes, OUR seleetion. 1/3 per dozen.

SPEAKER cabinets, finished black rexine. Cireular
face. Metal grille. Size 84" x 91”7 x 417, 4/6 each.
SCREENED 3-way flexible, 4 yards for 1/6.

MEDIUM- aixd long-wave coil muits, with valve-holders
and sundry resistances, 9d. each. (No cireait.)
MIXED tulLulars, wire-cnds. OUR selection, 2/6
per duzeu.

High

4-PIN base-board valve-holders. Lissen. 2 for 2d.
4-1 L.I. transformers. Lissen. Boxed. 2/6 each.
CONE speaker unmit. Lissen. Complete with reed

and chmck, Boxed. 1/- each.

SPAGETTE resistances. Lissen. DMany useful sizes.
OUR selection, 1/3 doz.

4-PE¥ valve adapters. Lissen. 6d. cach.
PUSH-PULL  switches. Lissen. 2-point, 4d. each.

3-point, 6d. each.

RICE-KELLOGG 3T MIOR 127 moving-coil speakers.
20 watts. Tield 5000 ohms. 11 ohms speech coil,
Without speech transtormer, 32/6 each. With trans-
former tapped 3,000 olhuus and 7,000 ohms, 35/- each,
GRAMPION 10” 10-watt, 2,500 ohmsenergisedspeakers.
Heavy cast frame, t5/- each. With heavy-duty
peuntode speech transformer, 17/6 each.
HEAVY-DUTY speech transformers. Pentode match-
ing, 2/11 cach.

2-GANG straight condensers.
Ditto, 3-gang, 2/- each.
ROLA P.M. speakers. Latest type 74" cone with
pentode transformer. Boxed. 14/6 each,
CLOCK-FACED dials. 5” x 34", With printed 3 wave-
scale, Ox-copper escutcheons and glass, 3/6 cach.
Ditto, less escutchieon, 2/6 cach,

HORIZONTAL dials, with plain scale. 737 x 31" and
pointer, 1/- each.

PLESSEY mains transformers, 350-0-350v., 90 m.a.,

4v., 2.5 amps., 4v., 6 amps., 8/6 each.

FILAMENT transformers, input  200-250¢,, - output
4v. 4 amps., 4v. 6 amps., 4/11 each.

G.E.C. wmains transformers, American windings,
350-0-350v., 65 nua., 5v. 2 amps., 6.3v. 2.5 amps.
Suitable. for replacements in G.E.C. models, 5/6 each.
WEARITE  maing trausformers.—Type - R.C.1,
250-0-250v., 80 m.a., 4v. 2.5 amps., 4v. 4 amps., 9/11
each. Type R.C.2, 35G-0-350v., 120 in.a., 4v. 2.5 amps.,
4v. 4 amps., 12/6 cach. Type R.C.3, 350-0-350v. %50
g, 4v. 2.5 amps, 4v. T amps., 4v. 5 amps., 15/- each.
Type R.C.4, 500-0-500%. 150 m.a., 4v. 2 amps., 4v.,
2 awmps., 4v.2.5 amps., 4v. 5.6 amps., 21/~ each,
All the above centre-tapped windiugs. "Type R.C.5,
100-watt auto transformer, 100-110v.. 200-250v.,
reversible, 12/6 each. Type R.C.B., 850-0-350v. 80
m.a., 5v, 2amps., 6.3v. 5 amps., 6/11 each. All trans-
formers 200-250v. tapped primaries.

CHASSIS mounting valve-holders, American 4-5-G-
and 7-pin. 4d. each, Octals, 6d. cach. Loctals, 10d.
each. 7-pin ¥nglish type, 3d, each.

POLAR N.8.F. 1 watt resistances, 4d. each, 3/9 dozen.
All sizes up to 2 meg.

WEARITE 110 k/c L.F. transformers, 1/- each,

(Continued on page iii, col. I1.)

Plessey. 1/6 each.
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RECEIVERS AND COMPONENTS

(Continued from page 40.)

VOLUME controls.” American C.T.S., finest made,

divided spindles. Length, 28, With switch. 2,000,

5,000, 10,000 25,000, 100,000, 250,000 500,000, and

1 meg., 2/6 each. Wire wound,!5 watt (less -switeh),

2,000, 5,000, 10,600, 20,000, and 25,000 ohws, 2/-

each.

24 MFD. can type, electrolvtics, 430v. working, 1/-

each.

B.l. wire-end type bias clectrolytics. 50 mfd., 12v,

1/6 each; 50 mfd., 30v, 2/- cach.

TUBULAR wire-end non-inductive paper condensers.

All sizes up to 0.1, 54. each, 4/9 dozen.

PLESSEY energised speakers, 6” cone, 1,500 ohms tield,

5711 vach.

BATTERY output pentode valves. Well-known make,

311 each.

BATTERY double diode triode. Well-known make.

3/6 each.

ROTARY converters, 6v. and 12v., D.C. input, output,

240v. 40 m.a. Complete with smoothing and suppres-

sion. State voltage when ordering. 'To clear 15/- each.

RAYTHEON first-grade valves. Largest stockists

all types in stoek, including glass series, glass octal

series, metal series, bantom seriesysingle-ended series,

and resistance tubes, all at most competitive prices;

send for valve lists. Al orders must include sufficient

postage to cover. Hours of husiness: 9 am.-6 p.m,

weekdays. Saturday, 9 am.-1 p.m.  Please write

your address in block letters.

RADIO CLEARANGE, LTD., 63, High Holborn, London,
W.C.1. TELEPHONE : HOLborn 4631.

SOUTHERN Radio’s Bargains.

ALL Guaranteed. Postage Extra.

G/~ Parcel of useful Components, comprising Con-
densers, Resistances, Volume Controls, Wire, Circuits,
ete.  Value 25/-.  5/- per parcel.

15/- Service Man's Component Kit. Electrolytic
Condensers, Volume Controls, Resistances, Tulular.
Alica, Paper Condensers, Valve Holders, ete. 120
artieles contained in strong earrying case, 9" x 77 x 77,
153/- the Kit, .

21/- Small Trader’s Parcel of Components. 150
Articles comprising all types Condensers, Valve
Holders, Redistances, Chokes, Colls, Wire, etc. Value
85/-. 21/- the parcel.

5/« 100 Wire-end Resistances, assorted capacities.
% and 1 watt, 5/- per 100.

ORMOND Loud-speaker Units, 2/6; Crystal Sets,
5/6; Westectors Type W2, 2/6; Crystal Detectors,
2[-; Crystals, 6d.; Marconi V24 Valves, 9d.

2/~ Tool or Instrument Carrying Cases, ex Govern-
ment Stock ; Wood, 9" X 77 x 77, 2/-.

SOUTHERN Radio, 46, Lisle Street, London, W.C.
Gerrard 6653,

_LONDON Central Radio Stores, 23, Lisle Street, W.C.2,
Gerrard 2969.
Multi-contact Selector Switcles, 12/6.
EX-G.P.0. Multi-contact Relays for Aritomatic
Tuning, ete. Superior Models complete with Contacts,
3/6 and 4/0.  Hnge Selection and Bargains for Callers.
LONDON Central Radio Stores, 23, Lisle Street, W.C.2,
@ierrard 2969, -

RADIO Exchanges. Wanted - good - second-hand
radio sets in exchange for brand, new 1939/10 models
leading makes with guarantees and cash adjustment.
Send 1!d. stamp for list of makes. Radio Exchanges,
610, Kingsbury Road, Erdington, Birmingham,

SCRAP your H.T. battery with Mallory vibrator
converter, 12v., 150v., 30m.a., -18/9; listed £5/5/0.
Or Genemotor, 12y., 250v., 50m.a., 25/-. Postage
1/3.—Acronautical Radio, 47, River Road, Little-
hampton.

TRANSFORMERS for L.T. Rectifiers for charging
and safety, 12v. lighting, from 12/6.—Thompsons,
176, Greenwich High Road, 8.1.10.

COULPHONE Radio, 22, Grimshaw Lane, Ormskirk,
Colluro A.C. Motors, 12" turntable, 27/6; with pick-
up, 42/6. RolaG.12 cnergised speakers, 52/6, P.JI.
63/-. L.and new goods. 14d. stamp list.

VAUXHALL.—AIl goods previously advertised are
still available; send pow for latest price list, free,—
Vanxhall Utilities, 163a, Strand, W.C.2.

BANKRUPT Bargains. Good stock of mew receivers
at_keen prices. Practically every type of valve.
~—Butlin, 8, Stanford Avenue, Brighton. -

TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS

R.S5.G.B. AMATEUR RADIO HANDBOOK, 300
;:Yaﬁzgs, 3s., by post.-—16, Ashridge Gardens, London,

P

]

PREMIER

Special Offer of Record Auto-Changer Units forA.C.
Mains by famous manufacturer. Play 8 records.
Latest type Magnetic Pick-up, Auto-stop, Start
and Rejector: Limited number only at £4/19/6,
Carriage Paid.

Special Offer of Dual Rang: Screened Con[s
by well-known manulacturer. Aerial or ILF.
coil.  Accurately matched suitable Band-Pass,
Medium and long-wave operation. Complete
with full diagrams, 2/9 each.

PREMIER SHORT-WAVE KITS
for OVERSEAS NEWS

Incorporating the Premier 3-Band 3.\, Coil. 11-86
Metres without eoil changing. Eaeh Kit is complete
with all ecomponents, diagrams and 2-volt valves.
3-Band S$.W. 1-Vaive Kit, 14/9. 3-Band S.W. 2-
Valve Kit, 22/6.

DE LUXE S.W. KITS

Complete to the last detail, Including all Valvesand
coils, wiring diagrams and lucid instructions for
building and working. Each Kit is supplied with a
steel Chassis and Panel and uses plug-in Coils to
tune from 13 to 170 metres.

1 Valve Short-Wave Receiver or Adaptor Kit  20/-
1 Valve Short-Wave Superhet Gonverter Kit 23/-
1 Valve Short-Wave A.C. Superhet Converter

i N - - I .. 26/3
2 Valve Short-Wave Receiver Kit .. .. 29/-
3 Valve Short-Wave Screen Grid and Pentode
Kit A -h o 5o .. 68~
REPLACEMENT VALVES FOR ALL SETS

EUROPA MAINS VALVES. 4 v,, AC. Types,
A.C/H.L, A.G./L., A.C/S.G., A.C./V.-MS.G.,
A.C./H.P., AC./V.H.P. (5-pin), all §/3 each,
A.C./H.P., A.C./V.H.P. (7-pin), 7/6; A.C./Pens-
L.H., 7/6 ; A.C./P.X.4, 7/3; Oct. Freg. Changers,

6 ; Double Diode Triodes, 7/6; 350 v. F.W

ect., 5/6 ; 500 v. F. W. Rect,, 6/6 ; 13v..2amps.
Gen. Purpose Triodes, 5/6 ; H.F. Pens and Var.-
Mu. H.F. Pen., Double Diode Triodes, Oct. Freq.
Changers, 7/6 cach. Full and Half-rsave Rectifiers,
6/6 each. -
TRIAD HIGH-GRADE U.S.A. VALVES, all types
in stock. Standard tubes, 6/6 cach. Octal Baso
tubes, 6/6 cach,
PREMIER BATTERY CHARGERS for A.C.
Mains. Westinghouse Rectification complete and
ready for use. To charge 2 volts at + amp., 11/9;
6 volts at § amp., 19/-; 6 volts at 1 amp., 22/8;
12 volts at 1 amp.. 24/6 ; © volts at 2 amps., 37/6.

PREMIER 1940 HIGH FIDELITY

AMPLIFIER KITS

Each Kit is complete with ready-drilled
chassis, celected components, speciaily
ratched valves and full diagrams and

instructions.
- Completely
Kitof parts  Wired and
with valves, Tested.

4-watt A.C. Amplifler £2- 6-8 £3-4-0
i+-watL A.C/D.C. ,, £2- 6.6 £3-4-0

6-watt A.C. ., £6- 2.6  £71-0.0
8-10watt A.C/D.C,, £5- 6-0 £6-2-6
15-watt A.C. £6-14-0 £8-2-6

Black Crackle "Stee] Cabinet 15/- oxtra.
PREMIEK Short-Wave Condeusers all-brass
construction, with Trelitul insulation. 15 mmf.,
1/9; 25 mmf, 1/10; 40 mmf, 2/-; 100 mmf,,
2{3; 160 mmf,, 2/7; 250 mmf., 2/11.

PREMIER SHORT-WAVE COILS, 4- and 6-pin
types, 13-26, 22-47, 41-49, 78-170 metres, 2/- cach,
with circnit. Special set of B.\W. Coils, 14-150
metres, 4/9 set, with cireuit. Premier 3-band
S.W. coil, 11-25, 19-43, 38-86 metres. Soitable
any type circuit, 2/11.

Colt Formers, 4- and G-pin, plain or -threaded,
1/2 each.

UTILITY Micro Cufsor Dials, Direct and 100 1
Ratios, 4/3.

Jdelly Type High Voltage Condensers, 1mf, 3,000 v.
working, 7/6 each,

Orders 5/- and over sent Post Free. Under 5/-
please add 6d. postage.

YOU MUST HAVE A

PREMIER 1940 CATALOGUE

111 PAGES - - - PRICE 6d.
GET YOUR COPY TO-DAY!

I.LL POST ORDERS TO : Juhilee Works, 167,
Lower Glapton Road, hondon, E.5. Amherst 4723
CALLERS TO : Jubilee Works, or our NEW

PREMISE§, 169, FLEET STREET, E.C.4,
Central 2833

or 50, HighStreet, Clapham, §,W.4, Mocaulay 2381

b1 P d

WANTED

UNIVERSAL VALVE TESTER, ulso Universal meter
wanted. State make, age and price. 44, Frankfort
Street, Plymouti.

UP-TO-DATE RADIO!

WRITE FOR PRICE LIST
AND FULL PARTICULARS OF

ARMSTRONG

QUALITY CHASSIS
ON EASY TERMS

ODEL SS10—~"SUPERHIET-
g!l‘RAIGIlT  10-valve Hizh Fidelity
g Radiogram chassig. -wave, incor-
porani%g 2 llz;r,lepn%dent cir&

* cults, Supcrheterodyne an:
WE SUPPLY Scmlgbt;.mhavlng R.F°, pro-
an most favomable termy aml;)mer, R.C. coupled push-

all  well - known  Mets. pull Triode output capable
Speakers, Vahwes,  ote., of handling B watts.
domestic Electric Equlp- CASlI PRICE £13.4.0 or
ment. All carr. psid. WITH ORDER and
Cash or C.0.D. orders sont 45,_ 10 monthi Day-
by retarn. ments of 23

LONDON RADIO'SUPPLY COMPANY

(Evacuation /ddress)
“WINDEN,"” ARDINGLY Ht:, BALCOMBE, SUSSEX

The ¢ Fluxite Quins’’ at n'o‘r;k.

Cried Oo, ** What a beautiful tone

Not a whisper of crackie or groan.

* Yes, my dear,"* replied Eh.,

* There is only one 1way -

To fir wiring. FLUXITE stand. alene.
See that FLUXITE Is ahvays by you-—in tho
bouse—garnge—workshop—wlherever speedy sot-
dering Is peeded. Used for 30 years in govern-
ment works and by icading englneers and mapis-
facturers. Of Jrovmongers—in ting, 4d., 8d.,
1/4 and 2/8.
Ask 10 sce the FLUXITE SMALL-SPACE SOL-
DERING SET—compact but substantial—
complete with full fnstructions, 7/6.

TO CYCLISTS ! Your wheels wHl NOT keep
vound and true, unless the spokes are tled with
fing wire at the crossings AND SOLDERED,
This makes a much slronger wheel. I's stnple
—with FLUXITE—bul IMPORTANT.

The FLUXITE GUN s always ready (o put
Fluxite an the soldering fob instantly. A iittle
pressure places the right guantity on (he right
spot and une charging lasts [or ages. Urico
8, or fitied 2/8.
Write for Free Book on the art of *soft" sobdep-
ing and ask for Leatlet on CASE-MARDENING
STEEL nnd TEMPERING TOOLS with FLUXITE,

FLUXITE LTD. (Dopt, W.P.). DRAGON WORKS
BERMONDSEY 8T. 8.E..

FLUX

SIMPLIFIES ALL SOLDERING

(EETLS L ZRITTAL  EYTEYE  SPTRAN . — CTTEEEE ~ TR T ---'1

FREE ADVICE BUREAU

COUPON

This coupon 13 available untit March §0th,

P o ..m--—»ﬂ
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RAF W-A-N-T-S R-ADIO
ME-CHANICS |

— — ~
: ; g The Air'Minister an‘nbunced recently that he wants radio mechanics. '
N 5 ; Recruits selected are given the rank of Leading-Aircraftman g
\‘ : and paid at the rate of 5/6 a day, plus allowances. This is Fx
ﬁ an opportunity for young men, and Newnes’ Practical and -T:.
2N 5 Authoritative Wireless Books will help you gain the knowledge
B required. A
»- v
N\ Another Selection of Radio Books Published by PRACTICAL WIRELESS
s - -
\) -
A\ : :
i §% N ads §
| (i) NEWNES' SHORT-WAVE MANUAL

| By F.J. Camm

A complete work on the whole subject of short waves, this bock deals thoroughly with the problems RIS i
underlying the design of short-wave apparatys, the special circuits which yield the best results,
and designs for-receivers based on those circuits. Useful tables are included.

5/- net.  (By post 5/6)

(2) WIRELESS TRANSMISSION FOR
AMATEURS A - By F. J. Camm

A book which covers fully and clearly the whole field of wifeless transmiission for the amateur ~
enthusiast, from the obtaining of an amateur transmitting licence to the constriction and operation
of a transmitter. With 120 illustrations. Contents :—Valves, Transmitting Circuits, The
Radio-Frequency Power Amplifier, " Modulation Systems, Electronic Radiation, One-Valve
Battery-Operated Transmutter, Aerials.” Station Layout, Frecuency Meters, Making Cei's, et

' 58 new. (By post siie;

3} TIE OUTLINE OF WIRELESS By Ralph Stranger

Here is a book which covers the theory and practice of Wireless Reception from A to Z, and makes everything plain, even
to the most “non-techanical” reader. Contents: Matter and Energy. Electrified Matter. Electronic Currents.
—.Magnetism and Electro-Magnetism. Batteries and Accumulators. Wireless Waves, Wireless Communication and
Broadcasting. Over 8oo pages, fully illustrated. 10/6 net. (By post 11/-)

{4) WIRELESS COILS, CHOKES AND (
TRANSFORMERS "By F. J. Camm

Contents :(—Types and Principles.  Resistance, Inductance, and Capacity. Choicc and Use of Coils. A simpYe
Tubular Coil.  Screened Coils: Materials and Construction, Circuits, A Band Pass Unit, Ganging and Switching.
Screened Superhet Coils. Short-Wave Coils. Screened Short- Wave Coils. Adjusting and Testing Coils. Coil
Troubles and Remedies. 465 kcfs IF. Transformers. An All-Wave Tuner. Coil-Winders. Selectivity. Aerial and
Earth Systems. Preventing Breakthrough. H.F. Chokes. L.F.and Smoothing Chokes. Low-Frequency Transformers.
Making Mains Transformers. Coil Dat& and Formulae, With 126 illustrations. 2/6 met, (By post 2/10)

(5) DICTIONARY OF
WIRELESS TERMS
By Ralph Stranger

Indispensable to-every wireless enthusiast who reads technical
books and journals. It is a comprehensivé work of reference
for those wishing to understand the more advagi@ed and serious
books on wireless, but whe do .not possess” any techmical
knowledge. 160 pages, well illustrated.

2/6 net.. (By post 2/10)

SEND THIS COUPON TO-DAY [&¥

Y Name_..;........‘!,.‘..........,..,..

[ 3]

To the Publisher, GEORGE NEWNES, ILtd, (Book
Dept.), TOWER HOUSE, SOUTHAMPTON ST,
-LONDON, W.C.2. Please send me by return tlie book,
or books encircled below. I enclose Postal Order for-
the necessary amount.

NS - W e

P:0. Value...wh oo deibn., ., 4. .No, %o 000 006

CBe s A,

Ask your bookseller to get you the book or books you require at the

usual price, thus saving postage.  Alternatively, send the form to the l Address . .

publishers, with postal order (plus 6d. extra on each book to cover R KRR SN
pestage), and the book or books will be sent direct to you.

\. 5’336 8300630 900600600000 crerievesens PW. 23/3/40

——

Published every Wednesday by GEORGE NEwWNES, LIMITED; Tower House, Southawmpton Strect, Strand, London, W.C.2, an(; Printed in Fn;zlandEb'v :

THE NEWNES & PEARSON PRINTING Co., LTD., BXmoor Street, London, W.10. Sole Agents for Australia and New Zealand ; GORDON & Gotcx, LTp Souﬂ3 {

Africa: CENTRAL NEWS AGENCY, LTD. . Practical Wireless can be sent to any part of the world, post frec, for 17s. 8d. per annum  six inon’bhs 8s :l(h‘ll .
, 88. .

o j

TRegistered at the General Post Ollice as a riewspaper and for the Canadian Magazine. Post,
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READING A THEORETICAL DIAGRAM—WE@%?.

Pracrlcal 2,

JWEDNESDAY

Mar. 30th, 1940.

A

NEWNES
PUBLICATION

Edited by
FJ.CAMM

Vol. 16. RNo. 393.

Contento

D.C. Heater Circuits
<
Radio in the Services
<<
Thermion’s
Commentary
<>
Practical Hints

<

Suppressor Grid
Reaction

<
New Applications of
the Heptode

&>

Readers’ Letters

<

Practical Television

Indispensable to the Modern Handyman

THE HOME MECHANIC ENCYCLOPAEDIA By F. J. CAMM

An up-to-date and comprehensive guide to the Mechanical, Scientific and Technical Interests of the day—with expert articles on
Aircraft, Television,

Models, Astronomy, Electricity, Photography, Chemistry, Woodwork, Motor Cars, Wireless and Home Cinema.
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ROUND THE WORLD OF WIRELESS

Measuring Qutput Voltages
N\ JANY constructors are content simply
to build a receiver or amplifier and
if it sounds good enough to leave it alone.
On the other hand, many experimenters
prefer, when a receiver or amplifier has
been completed, to measure various facts
about it. For instance, its A.C. output;
voltage gain ; noise level, etc. There are
various other factors which may be ascer-
tained, although in many instances rather
elaborate apparatus is required for the
purpose. However, a good A.C. voltmeter
will enable quite a number of measure-
ments to be made, and in this issue we de-
scribe a simple meter of this type which
may be used to measure the output and in
the article is also explained how the
noise -level may be measured. Although
not normally needed, it is quite an inter-
esting process to make these measurements
and, apart from them, the ability to see on
a meter needle just what changes are
effected in output when certain modifica-
tions are made to a receiver, will be found
greatly to increase the interest of experi-
menting.  Haphazard changes will be
avoided and changes in output which might
be due to some peculiar local condition or
sven a modification in the- transmission
will also be avoided.

National Anthems

E B.B.C. announces that a special

recording of the British, French and
Polish National Anthems is being made
by the B.B.C. Orchestra. Itisintended that
this recording shall be broadcast nightly
at the end of the Home Service programme
(12.15 a.m.); on Sunday nights it will
be heard before the 9 o’clock News and it
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will also be broadecast on special ogeasions.
The starting date will be fixed as soon as
the record has been prepared.

“1 Am a Jew”

E tragedy of a Jewish family in

Berlin during the Nazi terror which
swept Jews out of their jobs and thousands
of them into concentration camps, is the
subject of a play called “I am a Jew,”
which is to be broadcast on March 28th.
Thisplay, which will be produced by Howard
Rose, is a tramslation by Geoffrey R.
Edwards from the German of “ N.N.”
It tells the story of a Jewish ex-ray specialist
and his family. Set in the autumn of 1938,
it shows how the Professor is forced to
leave his great work in a Berlin hospital
and how the family life not only of the
Professor but also of his children is
completely broken up. It is a terrible
story of the shattering effects of Nazism
on a number of people, working and con-
tributing of their best to communal life, as
the scientist is doing, simply for the crime
of being a non-Aryan in Nazi Germany.

¢¢ Yorkshire ”’
EOFFREY BRIDSON is busy touring
Yorkshire in search of material which
should make a fine feature in the * Old
Country ’’ series. In his programme on
“ Yorkshire,”” which is to be broadcast
for the Forces on March 30th, Geoffrey
will bring all sorts of people from that

county to the microphone ; hardy dales-
men to talk of how they are getting over
the winter ; and a farmer from East York-
shire ; while the industrial West Riding will
also be represented. Naturally, it will be
impossible to stage a show about Yorkshire
without some reference to sport. and
Geoffrey is hoping that his listeners with the
Forces will be able to hear the voice of some
prominent member of the Yorkshire cricket

_club.

Recital from the North

o | WO Northern artists are to give a recital

on March 29th in the Home Service
programme. They are Dorothy Donaldson,
the Huddersfield soprano, who has sung
at Covent Garden and toured with the
D’Oyly Carte Opera Company - abroad ;
and Sydney Errington, of Leeds, the well-
known viola player. Mr. Errington is a
member of the Hallé Orchestra.

“ Art Thou Not Romeo ?”

i RT Thou Not Romeo ?” is the
title of a ‘‘ Green-Room ’’ comedy
by P. H. Burton to be broadcast on April
3rd in the Home Service programme. This
programme will contain versions of the
famous Balcony Scene written in the manner
of Noel Coward’s * Private Lives,”” Eugene
O’ Neill’s * Strange Interlude *’ and Bernard
Shaw’s ‘“ Man and Superman.”’ The pro-
duction will be by T. Rowland Hughes,

AP

A.R.P. workers enjoy their leisure moments listening to broadcasts received on a G.E.C
porlable receiver.
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Reading a Theoretical Diagram—2

Further Details Concerning the Reading and Application

of the Shorthand of Radio

EFORE " proceeding further with the
examination of the various signs,
it would be advisable to consider

the actual components. The beginner
should take the first opportunity of be-
coming familiar with the gencral shapes
and markings of the components commonly
employed in a receiver. The amount of
experience that can be gained will, pf
course, depend on the amount of gear in
the spares-box, but even if the stock is
very low one should always be able to get
a good general impression of the various
parts by studying the plan-wiring diagrams
which appear in these pages from time to
time. It should not be difficult for anyone
to recognise a variable condenser and trace
out the connectigns to the fixed and
moving vanes. For our purpose, it is
sufficient to assume that there are two
distinct types, namely, those” employing
air as the dielectric and those which use
various forms of insulating material such
as mica or bakelised paper.

Coils

Modern coils are easily recognisable by
the size ard shape of the screening can,
number of terminals or connecting leq,ds
and weight. One common snag which
appears to exist to a very great extent
with this component is the fact that a
reader gets hold of one or two coils for
which he does not know the correct connec-
tions. While vast numbers appeal to the
Query Service for help in this direction,
it must be appreciated that unless the
maker’s name and the type number of the
component can be given, it is impossible
for the coil to be identified and help to
be given. Owing to the huge number of
coils produced, if the maker’s name is
vigible, it is usually worth while commu-
nicating with them, as they can invariably
supply a printed connection chart, unless
the coil is very old.

Most H.F. chokes of modern design are
housed in a small metal screening can,
although, of course, there are many types
without such screening, but it should not
be a‘difficult matter to recognise them, as
Rhey are quite light, small, and only fitted
with two terminals.

Transformers and Chokes

L.F. transformers, however, are often
housed in cases of different material and
shape, but again, these are invariably fitted
with four marked terminals for an ordinary
L.F. coupling component or five terminals
for push-pull, Q.P.P. and. Class B units.
These items, owing to their iron core,
are naturally rather heavy -when compared
with coils or condensers. The_normal
markings are Plate or Anode and H.T.
positive for the primary, and G or grid
and G.B. for the secondary. On some of
the early components the terminals were
often marked O.P. and L.P. for the primary
and O.S. and L&. for the secondary.

L.F. chokes might seem to be similar
in shape to some transformers, but they can
be recognised by the fact that only two
connections or leads are provided. Mains
transformers ard about the heaviest com-

“from the H.T. and L.T. batteries.

ponentsin radio, and as these are invariably
fitted with quite a number of terminal
sockets, all usually clearly marked, or with
colour-coded leads, no difficulty should be
cxperienced in recognising,them.

Switch Types

Switches are one item which are made
in many different styles or patterns, but if
they are subjected to a careful examination
it is not a very difficult matter to determine
their type and possibly the purpdse for
which they are intended. The symbols
for the most simple types are shown in the
list to which reference was made last week.
The most common is, perhaps, the one on
the extreme right, which indicates a three-
point on-off switch so widely used for
wave-changing or breaking the supplies
The
small circle shown in the centre is intended
to represent the movable contact, and it
should be noted that this is sometimes
indicated as a small black triangle.

The other signs are really self-ex-
planatory, but it is advisable to become
familiar with what might appear to be the
two simplest, namely, the last two signs,
which show how to draw wires when they
are joined together, and when they cross
over but do not make any contact with

By L. O. SPARKS

(A.C.) from the secondaries of the maing
transformer. The third secondary winding
on this component provides the heaters of
the three valves with their required
voltage and current.

This particular circuit embodies almost
all the symbols, and it should therefore
provide excellent practice. As already
mentioned, the coils are built up from the-
standard inductance sign, while the H.F,
choke in the anode circuit of the detector
should be readily recognised.

Ordinary and differential variable con-
densers are shown, and the wave changing
makes use of a three-point switch which
we have just discussed. The L.F. com-
pouents, and there is an L.F. transformer,
two L.F. chokes, and a mains transformer,”
are clearly indicated by their characteristic
symbols. It will be noted that some of the
fixed condensers are marked positive and -
negative. When these signs are shown
against the symbol for a fixed condenser
it indicates that they are of the electrolytic
_type which have to be connected with their
polarity correct. :

Simple Decoupling

Quite a lot is heard nowadays of de-
coupling and grid-stoppers. The former
consists of a resistance and condenser

Sm _Choke
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each other. Failure to remember these two
simple items might result in disastrous
results to a receiver.

As stated last week, practice is the only
method of becoming perfect so far as re-
membering and applying the signs, and it
is up to every beginner to look upon all
theoretical diagrams as material provided
fos such practice.

Practice Circuit

To this end, a three-valve circuit, plus
valve rectifier, is shown above, and
although it is not as simple as most begin-
ners would like to choose for their initial
efforts, it is not so difficult as it might
appear at first sight.

The circuit is a normal three-valver,
using an H.F. pentode for the H.F. stage,
which has its output transformer coupled
to an ordinary triode detector. The output
from this valve is fed into a triode power
output valve via an ordinary L.F. trans-
former. The fourth valve is a full-wave
rectifier which receives its operating voltages

Study this circuit carefully and note how the various components
are incorporaled.

combination while the latter is usually a
resistance only. Their objects are common ;
they endeavour to prevent H.F. currents
from getting through into adjacent stages.
Simple anode decoupling is shown in the
detector and H.F. anode circuits, the re-
sistance R7 and the condenser C9 and R4
and C5 forming the decoupling arrange-
ments. A grid-stopper is shown between the
grid terminal of the L.F. transformer and
the corresponding terminal of the output
valveholder. Itis marked R9.

If the circuit is examined diligently, quite
a lot of useful information can be gleaned,
as all the connections shown are perfectly
orthodox, but, of course, the values of the
various resistances will depend on the valves
employed.

Beginners would do well to try to draw
the circuit from memory, and then check
their efforts against the original, taking
particular care to note whether the various
voltages, etc., are applied to the correct
electrodes of the valves or their associated
components.
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A Refresher Course for the Radio Mechanic—3

1 HAT simple tests would you apply to
an L.F. transformer suspected of
besng faulty ?

There are three main tests to be applied:
continuity of primary winding, continuity
of secondary winding, and insulation
between windings and between core and
windings. In some instances it might also
be desirable to check the approximate
resistance of the windings
since there may be a
short-circuit between one
or more sections of them.

The simplest tests of all
can be made by using a
pair of ’phones (or a P.M.
speaker) and a small dry
battery ; a grid-bias bat-
tery is suitable. First
the ’phoncs should be
placed in series with the
battery, after which one
lead from the battery
would be connected to,
say, one primary terminal
of the transformer. The
second 'phone lead would
then be touched against the second primary
terminal. If the windings were intact a
¢ plop ” would be heard as the circuit was
completed and broken. That is, there
should be two distinct * plops.” If there
were only one, or if the noise was faint, the
transformer could probably be considered
defective.

Precisely the same test could be applied
to the secondary, and the same method of
deduction employed. Other tests would
be made in the same way between the
windings and between windings and core.
In these cases, there should be only a very
faint “ click > as contact is made. If the
noiseis loud thereis probably a short-circuit.
Resistance tests would normally be made
by using a resistance bridge, but a rough
check would be possible by using an H.T.
battery and a milliammeter. At first a
very low voltage would be applied, but this
could gradually be increased, if necessary,
until a mid-scale reading was obtained.
The resistance of the primary and secondary
windings should be in the region of 1,000
and 10,000 ohms, respectively, for the
average small transformer, but very wide
variations occur in the different components
in use.

Is wattage dissipation the same as power
outpul, as applied to an output valve ?

No, the two are entirely different.
Wattage dissipation is found by multiplying
together the applied anode voltage and
anode current (in amperes), whilst power
output is a measure of the L.F. wattage
developed across the output load. The
wattage dissipation is always considerably
greater than the maximum undistorted
power output. In many cases the pro-
portion is about four to one, but there is no
constant factor.

Ezplain briefly the differences between an
H.F. and an L.F. choke, and explain in few
words how each operates.

An H.F. choke has a comparatively low

inductance—an average value is 300,000

suitable replies.

By Frank Preston

micro-henries—whilst the inductance of an
L.F. choke is more often in the region of
25 henries. The different characteristic is
accounted for by the comparatively few
turns of wire, on an air core, in the case of
an H.F. choke, and the use of a far greater
number of turns, on an iron core, for an
L.F. choe. (This is only a generalisation,
since it is possible, although very unusual,

Those making application for enrolment as radio
mechanics are required to pass a test. Success in this
may mean immediate promotion. In this third article are
given some further questions of a type which may
be asked-it is not suggested that any of them have
been asked —along with what can be considered
Preliminary sets of typical questions
and suggested replies were given in the last two issues.

to have a low-inductance non-core choke or
a high-inductance air-core choke.)

They both function in a similar manner,
but one is for use in low- or audio-frequency
circuits, while the other is used in high-
frequency, or radio-frequency, circuits. Each
offers an impedance to the currents in the
circuit, so that a voltage is developed across
it. Thus, it can be said that chokes of both

3.0
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Method of tesliné a faulty transformer

types act in a similar manner to a resistor
in a D.C. circuit. There is much more that
could be written on this subject, for the
exact behaviour is best studied in con-
junction with the particular circuit in which
the component is used.

Give two methods of delermining the
required wattage rating of a resistor for use

-in a given circusl.

When the value of the resistor was
known, and also the current passing through
it, the minimum safe wattage rating would
be found by multiplying the square of the
current in amps. by the resistance in ohms.
For example, suppose a bias resistor is
required for a valve which passes 30 mA.
H.T. current, and the resistance required
is given as 500 ohms. The wattage rating
would be 30/1,000 times 30/1,000 times 500,
which is 900/1,000,000 times 500 or 9/20
watt. Obviously, the nearest °‘ round
figure *’ value is 4 watt.

Were it known that a decoupling resistor
passed 20 mA and “ dropped ’’ 180 volts.
the required wattage rating would be
foundiby multiplying the current in amps.
by the voltage drop. In this case the
answer would be 20/1,000 times 180, or
3.6 watts.

What instruments, in addition to a multi-
range meter, would you
consider destrable when
testing superhet receivers?
The " most important
would be a modulated
oscillator, which could be
tuned to the intermediate
frequency. By feeding
into the first, second or
subsequent IF. trans-
former a steady signal,
accurate  stage-by-stage
tests could be made. The
modulated oscillator
would also provide an ac-
curate method of carrying
out any alignment which
might be found necessary.
__An output meter would also be valuable,
if not essential, %hen making final ad just-
ments for alignment. This is because the
ear is by no means a sensitive organ for the
purpose of comparing volume levels.

Explain the difference between wavelengih
and frequency, and give a simple rule by
means of which one may be converted into the
other.

Wireless waves travel at the same speed
as light (about 300,000,000 metres a
second) and always travel at precisely
the same speed. Thus, if the wavelength
were 1,000 metres there would be 300,000
“waves’’ a second. The ‘‘waves’ are
more correctly described as cycles, so it
may be seen that a wavelength of 1,000
metres is the same as 300,000 cycles, or
300 kilocycles per second. This is generally
expressed as 300 ke/s.

From the above example, it will be seen
that wavelength in metres can be converted
to frequency in kilocycles per second by
dividing the wavelength into 300,000.
Thus 300 metres is equivalent to 1,000 ke/s,
and 20 metres is equivalent to 15,000 kejs.
The frequencies corresponding to short
wavelengths are often given in megacycles
(millions of cycles), so 20 metres would be
given as 15 megacycles—or more correctly,
15 megacyeles per second.

Frequency can be converted into wave-
length by dividing the number of kofs
into 300,000, or the number of megacycles
into 300. This can easily be verified by
Wl(:(l)-king backwards with the examples given
above.

What do you wunderstand by frequency-
changing, as applied to a superhet ?

The expression is self-explanatory, for
it refers to the process of changing the
frequency of the received signal to a
different frequency, which is more con-
venient for amplification purposes. Thus,
in most modern superhets, the frequency
of the received signal (whatever it may be)

(Continued on next page)
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An Improved
Press-button Device

Details of a Press-button Receiver

with  Automatic Change-over to
/ M&hual Tuning

ANY present-day wireless receivers
are provided with a control for
continuous manual tuning, as well

as with push-buttons for selecting one or
other of a number of pre-determined
stations. In some such cases pressing in a
push-button effects the correct setting of
the variable condenser by purely mechan-
ical means, while in others the condenser
is moved to the required position by means
of a motor.

The various push-buttons are usually
interlocked together in such a way that
any buttoniywhich is pressed is held in its
depressed position, but may be released
by the act of pressing any one of the
remaining buttons ; an extra press-button
is provided which, when operated, will
release any station-selecting button that is
held down, and thus condition the receiver
for manual tuning.

Confusion is likely to agise if an operator
fails to actuate the extra press-button
before attempting to operate the manual
control, and there is also the possibility
of the receiver being damaged.

Interlocking

This difficulty may be overcome, and
the necessity for the extra press-button
avoided, by interlocking the press-buttons
and the manual control together in such a
way that any station-selecting button
which is depressed is released automatically
when an initial movement is imparted to
the manual control.

An example of such an arrangement is
shown in the accompanying illustration,
in which the press-buttons D1 and D2
may be actuated selectively to cause the
receiver to select one or other of two pre-
gelected stations, while the control knob

K may be operated for continuous manual
tuning,

The control circuits of the motor M
include any well-known form of station-
selecting switch (not shown), which is
mechanically coupled to the tuning con-
denser D, and the switches S1 and S2.
One or other of the push-buttons D1 and
D2 may be depressed against the pressure
springs F1 and F2 respectively, to actuate
switch S1 or switch S2, and thus complete
a circuit of the motor M and cause the
tuning condenser to be driven to a pre-
selected tuning position. The projections
N1 and N2 on the plunger of the press-
buttons are adapted to engage in the holes
Al and A2 of the interlocking strip V1,
which is permanently drawn to the side
away from the projections by means of the
spring Z. On depressing, say, push-button
D1, the interlocking strip is pushed to the
right against the force of the tension spring
Z so that the previously depressed push-
button D2 is released, whereas on the other
hand the projection N1 of the push-
button D1 thenceforward holds the latter
securely in its depressed position.

Manual Control

The spindle A carrying the manual
control knob K is adapted to be coupled
by the clutch K1, K2 to the spindle B,
which is geared to the tuning condenser D.
The spindle A may be displaced axially
against the pressure of spring F3 to close
the clutch and then rotated while depressed
to operate the condenser D. On the spindle
Ais seated a disc T, which is freely rotatable
with respect to the spindle and is itself

. secured against undesired rotation, and is

pressed against the spring F3 by means of
the connecting disc P, and consequently

Sectional diagram of the improved press-button
device explained in the article.

participates in the axial motion of the
spindle A. The disc T has secured to it a
cord N which on depressing the spindle A
pulls the locking strip V1 to the right and
thus releases any press-button which may
have been held depressed. A tension spring
Z1 maintains under permanent tension the
cord N which is led over the roller R.
The arrangement described has the
additional advantage that the press-buttons
cannot be operated while the shaft A is
clutched to the shaft B for manual tuning.

Alternative Methods

Other methods for releasing the press-
buttons automatically prior to a manual
tuning operation can readily be devised.
For example, the shafts A, B, and the clutch
K1, K2 may be replaced by a single shaft
permanently coupled to the condenser D,
and the control knob K, which is formed of
insulating material, may be provided with a
pair of contacts such as slip rings arranged
in the circuit of a valve ; the anode circuit
of the valve will include an electro-magnet
which, when energised, causes the latching
member to move to the right for the
purpose of releasing any depressed button,
and tbe grid circuit of the valve willinclude
a high resistance, and will be fed with a
strong negative bias voltage.

The arrangement will be such that when
the slip rings are connected together
through the hand of ap operator, the nega-
tive biasing voltage will -be diverted from
the grid of the valve, thus permitting cur-
rent to flow through the anode circuit and
energise the electro-magnet.

The mere act of grasping the manual
control knob ‘will thus cause the receiver
to be conditioned for manual tuning.

RADIO IN THE SERVICES

(Continued from previous page)

.is changed to about 465 ke/s, on which
frequency the LF. amplifier is designed
to work.

This is brought about by ° mixing”
the received signal with other oscillations.
The two sets of oscillations, at different
frequencies, are said to ‘‘ beat” together,
with the result that the resultant frequency
is equal to the difference between the two.

Thus. if the frequency of the signal to be
received was 2,000 ke/s and the LF.
amplifier was tuned to 465 kcfs, the oscil-
lator frequency would have to be either
2,465 kefs or 1,535 kefs; in practice the
higher frequency is almost invariably
employed.

The oscillator, whether it is one section
of a frequency-changing valve or a separate
valve, can be considered as a miniature
transmitter. Its tuning circuit is ganged
and aligned with that of the first detector,
or input, circuit so that it is always tuned

to a frequency of 465 ke/s (or any other L.F.
desired) above that to which the input
circuit is tuned.

What is an oscillatory circuit ?
This is simply another name for a tuning
circuit, .which comprises inductance and

/‘/_‘_CONDENSER
- (CAPACITY)

coiL —~
(NDUCTANCE)

A simple oscillatory circuit.

capacity, generally in the form of a. coil
with a variable condenser connected in
parallel with it.

NEWNES TELEVISION AND
SHORT-WAVE HANDBOOK

5/-, or 5/6 by post from
GEORGE NEWNES, LTD., Tower House,

Wide World Magazine

IT’S- very easy for us in these days to
accept without question all the
blesstngs of radio. A traveller just back
" from Australia reports that about two
years ago he walked into a house some
four hundred miles from the railhead,
and saw a man seated in a chair working
an arrangement of cycle-pedals as if for
dear life (yet not travelling an inch), and
talking into a little black box. Through-
out the interior of Australia there aie
dozens “of such low-powered™ short-wave
wireless telephones with which settlers
keep in touch with base stations. Readers
will probably be interested to read
* Wireless in the Wilds” in the April |
issue of the famous WIDE WORLD
MAGAZINE—an article” which does
more than describe these little * pedal
while you talk” sets. The WIDE
WORLD incidentally is a grand maga-
zine to send on to anyone in H.M. Forces.

Southampton Strect, Strand, London, W.C.2,
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Radio and Motoring Offences
SEE that in America, the land of
original, if quaint, ideas, they are using
radio to inform a motorist when he is dis-
obeying the traffic regulations or exceeding
the speed limit., DMost American cars are
fitted with radio, and it is suggested that it
should be made compulsory for every car in
that country to be fitted with a radio set.
Thus, the policemen on control duty (in
America they are mounted in a high tower
at control points ; they are afraid to come
down !) would operate a low-powered radio
transmitter so that when he spotted a
motorist over the white line or passing the
traffic lights he could mutter ‘ Gertcha !
wotheyelldyerthinkyerdoin ! Stop on the
nearside kerb.” It is only fair that each car
should also be fitted with a low-powered
transmitter, and a small P.A. outfit on the
roof of the car, so that the motorist instead of
muttering unheard curses about pedestrians
would be able to make his thoughts heard.
He would be able to tell them to clear out
of the way 100 yards ahead, and thus would
dispense with the need of a motor horn.

Soldiers’ Humour
T is not always easy to raise a smile in
these days, but, as in the last war, it is
always obvious that our artists have risen
nobly to the occasion. Some of those
famous over twenty years ago are still with
us, and readers will find the work of the
leading humorous artists of the day every
week in The Humorist. The good humour
of the British soldier is proverbial, for he is
always ready to crack a joke himself, and to
laugh at those of his fellows. T'he Humorist
reflects this spirit in every issue. It gives
us the lighter side of the war—cheering
those at home, and bringing a real weekly
tonic to every camp and rness all over the
world where English is spoken.

Weak Reception
ENERALLY speaking, the cause of
weak reception can be traced in many
wayvs, but there are a few individual tests
which are sometimes necessary. The most
important of these is to measure the anode
current of each valve in turn. A milliam-
meter is required for this purpose, and
one showing a full-scale deflection of 10
milliamps is most convenient. Measure
the anode current to each valve by breaking
the connection between H.T.+ and the
anode component (resistance, transformer
prinary, choke, etc.). The current passing
can then be compared with that given on the
maker’s instructions sheet for the particular
H.T. voltage used. Remember that itis the
voltage between the anode of the valve and

.H.T.+which counts, and not the total

battery voltage. Too low a current indi-
cates (1) too much grid bias, (2) run-down
accumulator, (3) defective valve. In the
case of all-mains receivers it might also
indicate that the rectifier valve is losing its
emission, but the H.T. voltage would then
be low. An unduly high anode current
indicates (1) insufficient grid bias (probably
a burnt-out resistance if an all-mains
set), (2) a break in the grid circuit, (3)
valve oscillating, or (4) if an 8.G. or pentode,

By Thermion

screen voltage too high. To check for (3}
touch anode terminal with damp finger ;
the current will change if valve is oscillating.
If the®anode current fluctuates when signals
are not being received there must be a
bad contact in either anode or grid circuit.
To check, first short-circuit the anode com-
ponents in turn to find which, if any, is
wrong. Then do the same with grid-circuit
components. When the anode current to
every valve is normal and yet reception
is impossible, it is fairly safe to assume that
a component in either the grid or anode
circuit is short-circuited.

Intermittent Reception and Crackling
HESE two forms of trouble are often
confused one with the other, so it
might be well to explain the difference.
Intermittent reception, that is when signals
come and go without there being any noises,
is generally caused by a fault in the
aerial or tuning circuits, whilst cracking
is more often due to a bad contact in an
anode circuit. The method of testing
anode-circuit components has been dealt
with previously, and the tests described
apply in this case. If the crackling can be
provoked by lightly tapping the panel it is
quite clear that a connection must be loose,
but if it is unaffected by this treatment a
transformer or similar component is prob-
ably defective. In the former case make

‘sure that all the valves fit tightly in their

sockets and that the pins are clean. Also
take the same precautions in respect of the
high-tension wander plugs. Crackling
noises are very frequently caused by a run-
down high-tension battery or by a faulty
cel. A new battery would, of course,
put things right, but a temporary remedy
might be effected by connecting a 2-mfd.
or 4-mfd. condenser between H.T. negative
and one of the positive tappings. Inter-
mittent reception is often caused in a very
sharply tuned set by the aerial lead-in
blowing to and fro and so changing its
capacity to earth. The same effect would
be noticed if some wires or components
were free to move inside the set. ‘Although
this particular form of trouble is most
common in short-wave receivers, it does
sometimes occur in broadcast instruments.

Other Common Faults
NOTHER cause of much exasperation
is low-frequency reaction. This
sometimes manifests itself as a constant
whistle which accompanies all reception, and
sometimes as a peculiar spluttering noise
commonly referred to as ““ motor boating.”

It is more common in older sets, and becomes
particularly troublesome when the high-
tension battery begins to run down. The
fault can often be cured by the well-
known method of fitting a decoupling
resistance in the detector anode lead and
by-passing this with a 2-mfd. condenser.

When two transformer-coupled L.F.
valves are employed, the trouble can often
be remedied by reversing the leads to the
secondary terininals of the second trans-
former. Sometimes the howling is caused
when the speaker is near to the set, by inter-
coupling between the loudspeaker leads
and the first valve. In that case, the remedy
is to connect a .002 mfd. fixed condenser
across the loudspeaker terminals or to em-
ploy .metal-shielded wire for the speaker
leads. In the latter case the metal screening
should be connected to earth or high-tension
negative. Yet another way of preventing
the howling is to connect the first L.F.
transformer to the grid of the L.F. valve
through a non-inductive resistance of any
value about 100,000 ohms. A similar kind
of trouble to that just dealt with is fre-
quently caused by a  microphonic”
detector valve. The detector valve is
sensitive to vibration, and when it receives
a slight jar, a “ring *’ or “hum ”’ is heard
in the speaker. If the speaker is near the
valve the vibration set up by the diaphragm
causes the valve to vibrate still more. This
process goes on indefinitely, the sound
increasing meanwhile. The cure in this
case is to use an anti-microphonic valve-
holder and to wrap the valve in thick felt.
Instead of felt, a good result is often
obtained by sticking a lump of plasticine
on top of the glass bulb.

The Bleater of Bremen
IN Bremen there’s a ** Bleater,”
Who nightly makes us grin,
The Broadcasts which he gives are most
amusing ;
Lord Haw-Haw he is known as,
And his object’s pretty plain,
And the motives which inspire him not
confusing.

He is surely not a fit "un
To strike terror in the Briton,
All the blather which he bleats we
ridicule ;
So whenever “ Hans ** or ‘‘ Carl ”
Begins his nightly snarl
We grin and say “ Hello! That Haw-
"Haw fool !’

Does he think, poor fool, we’re blind,
And don’t know what lies behind
All the piffle and the rubbish which he
spouts ?
About sunken ships still floating,
With exaggeration gloating,
Rot like that will never fill our mind with
doubts.

Let him boil and froth and bubble,
He is wasting all his trouble,
For the Briton’s not so easily dismayed ;
Let him rave until he’s ill,
For we shall receipt the bill,
With our signature “John Bull”: To
show #'s paid! ““ ToRCH.”
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Paderewski

A Brief Resumée of the Career of the Creat Pianist by our
Music Critic, Maurice Reeve

N his eightieth year, and recently elected
President, or Speaker, of the exiled
Polish Diet, Paderewski presents a

remarkable figure. He was actually engaged
last winter on a tour of the United States
when he suffered a breakdown in  health,
and returned to Europe, and to his con-
quered native land. Both there and here
many countrymen of his wept on learning
the news that this most famous of living
Poles would probably never play again;
whilst many more knelt at the station to
kiss his hand. Sure proof of the esteem and
affection in which he is held.

Sympathy for the sufferings and out-
rages commnitted on the soils of the countries
recently conquered by -our ‘“ stop at noth-
ing ’’ enemies, inevitably takes our thoughts
towards those gallant peoples’ famous sons,
and most particularly their musical geniuses.

It is passing strange that Germany’s
two chief victims of aggression—Poland

- and Czecho-Slovakia—should be two of the
most musically gifted peoples in Europe.
It is a case of Greek meeting Greek, but I
intend to include accounts of the lives
of two very famous Czech musicians—
Dvorak and Smetana—in the belief that
my readers will be interested.

Paderewski has had an asfonishing
career. Born in Podolia in 1860, he was,
like Chopin and Sibelius, the subject of an
alien government. In fact, his father was
exiled to Siberia for activities in connection
with Polish independence. His mother
was his first teacher, and he gave his first
concerts on a tour of Poland in 1876-77.
He was appointed a professor at Warsaw
Congervatoire from 78 to ’81 and by
1887 had completed his own studies in
Vienna under the greatest of all piano
teachers—Leschitizky. He then proceeded
to make his debut in the great European
capitals, reaching London in the winter of
’90-'91, and New York in ’91-’92. On this
tour of America he gave 117 concerts.

Sensational Debut

His debut was sensational It is not
possible to quote the critiques verbatim,
although I have them by me. No one ever
aroused such a controversy or diversity of
‘opinions. He was condemned out of hand
for vices—playing with one hand after the
other, and for the hardness of his tone in
the loudest passages. Such crashing and
smashing had never been heard before (he
used to cut through the felts of the largest
concert grand in twelve months) ; in fact,
his whole style was thoroughly unorthodox.
The first piece he ever played in London
was Mendelssohn’s Prelude and Fugue in
E minor, and in the chorale he is said to
have shaken the very foundations of the
old St. James’ Hall. Incidentally, the
first of his three recitals, which constituted
his first London appearance, was sparsely
attended ; but the third was packed out,
and gave him a profit of £400 on the series.

It was the poetry he infused into his
readings, together with the fire and passion
that pervaded everything he played, which
won the critics and conquered the public
s0 that, in spite of much adverse comment

on technical points, they always con-
cluded by saying ‘‘ here is a great pianist
who will conquer the world.””

They did not exaggerate. From that
day until & very few years ago he was far
and away the greatest drawing power in the
pianistic world, and only matched in all
music by one or two of the greatest operatic
stars. His earnings must easily create a
record—he has taken over two and a half
million pounds at the box office. And as a
younger man he received three-figure
tees for social functions.

Triumph succeeded triumph, tour followed
tour. In America he always travelled in a
private Pullman, which was drawn up in
the sidings at his various stopping places
so that his practice could proceed without
interruption. His New York recitals had to
be transferred to Madison Square Garden,
as Carnegie Hall was quite incapable of
holding the vast crowds which flocked to
hear him.

Compositions

Paderewski is also a notable composer,
and has many distinguished works to his
credit, including an opera, ‘ Manruh,”
produced in 1902 ; and a symphony, first
heard in 1909. His ““ Minuet,” of course,
is one of the most widely known and often
heard compositions ever written.

During one of his early American
journeys he founded the Paderewski fund
of 10,000 dollars, the income of which
was to be used to foster native American
composers. Several first-class composi-
tions have won it from time to time.

The writer first heard him in Queen’s
Hall in 1909. He did not play in London
again till 1914, when he made two appear-
ances. His return in 1923, after the Great
War, mellowed by sorrows and his
wonderful hair silvered by time, was an
unforgettable experience. He gave three
recitals then.

He spent most of the war years of
’14-’18 in America, marshalling the large
Polish population there behind the cry
for an indepcndent Polish State, and
touring, he raised huge sums to help the
cause. He developed oratorical gifts of a
high order. There is little wonder that,
when victory came, the newly constituted
Polish Republic offered him its first Presi-
dency. He accepted, and music lost him
for three years.

At Versailles

He completely won over President
Wilson and the American delegation at
Versailles, who were, throughout the
conference, together with the French,
the warmest supporters of a Poland
aggrandised beyond its true ethnographical
boundaries. The opposition of Lloyd
George and the British plenipotentiaries
was Iinsufficient to thwart these large
designs in all but minor details. Lloyd
George speaks in the monumental work
“The Truth About the Peace Treaty
of how ‘‘ this charming artist beguiled the
peace conference.”” And again, of how
‘*“ Paderewski spoke with an emotional

fervour which, from a man of his genuine
and unselfish patriotism, was moving.”
That this work now lies in utter ruin must,
fill the great pianist’s old age with well-
nigh overwhelming sadness.

Paderewski has always been a prince of
munificence, and many are the causes
which have benefited through his magic
fingers. One of the most notable gifts
was 8ix recitals which he gave in England
in 1926, the entire proceeds of which
he handed over to the British Legion.
That in the Albert Hall yielded £6,000.
The late King George V awarded him the
insignia of a K.C.B.E. He also possesses
that of a K.CM.G. given him after the war.

But when all is said and done, it is as a
pianist that Paderewski’s name will live
on—the most distinguished, the most
daring, and the most compelling of his
time. He started off with most of the
attributes that any young man would
wish to possess as a means to acquiring
fame. . He always presented a magnetic
personality. Lean and spare, he invariably
wore a long frock coat with a soft flat
collar, and big bow tie. His expression
spoke the very soul of the man : absorbed
in his art but never too much so to be
unaware of the spells he bound. A small
moustache and imperial added to the
dignity of his appearance. But hjs crown-
ing glory was what we might call a huge
mop of red hair which has been immortal-
ised in portraits by Burne Jones and
others. He also possesses all the platform
tricks, and no artist of his time could
hold a packed house in such a fever of
excited expectancy, waiting for his appear-
ance—usually ten to fifteen minutes late.

A Great Showman

Volumes could be written of his playing.
It was superb. No pianist has ever
managed to tug at the heart strings as
Paderewski did. And it is_this quality
which gives him his title to greatness.
Great showman that he was, he never once
broke the bounds of good taste or good
musicianship. He unbared the very soul
of the piano. Until the advent of another
Pole, Horowitz, in our own day, no more
arresting or original Chopin playing had
ever been heard. He could roar like the
lion or coo like the dove. At one moment
he would take the music by the seruff of
the neck and wring the very life out of it.
Then, before you knew where you were,
he was the most ardent and plaintive of
suitors, dwelling over every note, and
culling the last drop of essence from the
beautiful music.

Liszt is reputed to be the greatest of all
pianists. It was he., certainly, who set
the piano on its career of triumph, and who
raised it, executively, to its present position
of pre-eminence’ in the concert world.
Paderewski may be considered as the
finest fruit borne by that succulent tres.
And although we haveé said good-bye to
Paderewski the pianist, no better wish
could be offered him in his old age than the
speedy resurrection of the country which
he loved so well.
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Principles of Wiring of the Filament or
Heater Circuits for DC. Mains Receivers

LTHOUGH, under the Grid System,
many districts have now been con-
verted from D.C. to A.C., there are

still many places which have only D.C.
supplies available. The D.C. receiver is not,
therefore, very popular, but many readers
are interested in the design of this type of
equipment, and it is in the filament or
heater arrangements that the main diffi-
culties occur. The H.T. supply may be

(o)
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Fig. 1.—Showing the arrangement of the three-
wire supply system.

regarded more or less as standard, but in
place of the transformer winding delivering
tfour volts at 80 many amps. for A.C. heaters,
the D.C. heater circuits have to be supplied
from the mains through dropping resist-
ances, and D.C. valves have various voltage
ratings. If a large, undistorted output is
required, the lack of available high-plate
voltages can be overcome by using two
pentodes in parallel, by which means an
output of some two watts can be obtained
with high-tension voltages of only 180 volts
or $0.
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Fig. 2.—If the smoothing choke is in
the earthed mains lead its efficiency
is reduced.

D.C. Distribution

It is preferable, for a start, to enter into
a short explanation of the method in
general use of distributing D.C. Current is
generated by.the power station at twice the
potential actually supplied to the consumer
(i.e., if your input is 230 volts, then the
current is generated at 460 volts). This
generated output is separated into two
branches by what is known as the ‘‘ three.
wire >’ system, the method being shown
clearly in Fig. 1.

It will be seen that one side of the mains
is always earthed, but not necessarily the
negative side. Usually, on one side of the
street, the negative leg is earthed, and on
the other side, the positive. It will be clear
from Fig. 2 that if the smoothing choke
happens to be in the earthed mains lead
(whichever side it may be), then the smooth-
ing efficiency is being seriously reduced

owing to the fact that the choke is being
partially short-circuited by the smoothing
condenser and the earth condenser, which
are in series. Therefore, when designing
a set or mains-unit for use on D.C. mains,
it is essential first to ascertain which side
of the main is earthed, and then take care
to see that the smoothing choke is in the
other lead. If you omit to take this pre-
caution, the chances are that you will hear
practically nothing but hum!
In-commercially designed D.C. receivers,
it is, of course, necessary to provide for
adequate smoothing regardless of which
side of the main is earthed, and, conse-
quently, it is the usual practice to insert
.8 choke on each side, with a 4 mfd. con-

T
e 200,50, denser shunted across before the chokes.

In this way, smoothing efficiency is assured,
a8, of course, one of the chokes must be
doiag its job properly even if the other is
partially short-circuited.

Types of D.C. Valves

Now, there are three types of valves
which can be used incan ‘" all-mains D.C.
set,”’ as the manufacturers put itt  First,
the ordinary battery valves; secondly, the
indirectly heated D.C. valve ; and thirdly,
the low-voltage (6.3 volt) so-called universal
valves, which can be used on either D.C.
or AC.

We will take first a three-valve set
designed for D.C. mains using ordinary
battery valves—S.G., det. and power.
Assuming that the first two valves are
2-volters and the last one a 6-volter, we
must first decide by what means we can
obtain filament current at the -correct
voltages.

As we cannot step down the voltage by
means of & mains transformer, as we would
in an A.C. set, all we can do is to dissipate
the unwanted t wo hundred volts or'so in the
form of heat through a suitable resistance.
Reference to Fig. 3 will show that the
filaments are wired in series and not in
parallel as in a battery-driven set. The
valve filaments possess, of course, ohmic
resistance, and being in series with the
smoothing chokes and the mains resist-
ance, form part of what is virtually a
* potential divider,”” across the mains.
This is clearly shown in Fig. 4, this circuit
merely being that in Fig. 3 drawn in
another way.

Mains Resistance

The mains resistance must, of course, be
of such a wvalue
that it will allow
only the required
filament current |
to pass, no more ‘
and no less. (In-
cidentally, as the
filaments are
wired in series,
the voltage
ratings are of
no importance

A
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excessive use of shunt resistances, they
should all require the same filament cur-
rent). Assuming, for our set, the valves are
rated at .1 amp., then in order to pass this
current from 250-volt mains, we should
have to use a resistance having a value

of 2,500 ohms L olta;ig), but as the

filaments and chokes have ohmic resistance,
we must decide what actual total resistance
they have and deduct it from our required
total resistance of 2,500. The manufacturers

i
CHOKE.
MAINS
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+

MAINS

FILAMENTS ?

CHOKE

Fig. 4. —The circuit given in Fig. 3 is here shown
in simplified form.

of the choke will, of course, advise you of the
choke resistance, or it can be determined by
a suitable measuring instrument, such as
the * Avometer *’—they may very probably
have a resistance of 200 ohms each, which
we will assume is the case. Now for the
resistance of the filaments. We use for this
purpose the Ohms‘La‘\w formula already
. ) . yoltage ’ .
given., i.e., Res. =Curre1g)t’ which, in the
case of a 2-volts .1 amp. valve, becomes

Res.=%=20 obhms. Equally, the 6-volt

filament resistance will be 60 ohms. There-
fore, the total filament resistance is 100
ohms, plus the total choke resistance of
400 ohms, being 500 ohms, which we must

(Continued on next page)

HT+ -

CHOKES

except for calen-
lating resistance
values, but in
order to avoid

Fig. 3.—The filaments of D.C. valves are wired in series.
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deduct from the total resistance of 2,500
ohms.

Consequently, the correct value in this
case for the mains resistance is 2,000 ohms.
The next point requiring explanation is the
necessity for the two *‘ shunt ” resistances
which are shown in Fig. 3, connected

directly across the filaments of the first two.

valves. It will be appreciated that as the
anofle current of the last valve passes down
the filamnent lead it must also pass through
the filaments of the other two valves, unless
we provide for it an alternative path. The
shunt resistances ave this alternative path,
allowing the anode current to pass round
the circuit, but not through the two valve
filaments. As the first two valves are of
the 2-volt type, it will be clear that a
potential difference of 4 volts will exist
between points A and B, and assuming the
anode current of the last valve to be 20
milliamps, the value of the shunt resistance
is arrived at by dividing the voltage
difference by the current, thus:

i3
7)5—200 ohms.

A further point to be borne in mind is
that the filament of various valves of the
same type, even though the average rating
will.be 20 ohms (in the case of the 2v. .1
amp. type) may, individually, vary quite
considerably, and may be anything between
18 and 22 ohms. Consequently, if a valve
has to be replaced for any reason, a volt-
meter should be connected across the
filament terminals to ensure that it will
actually be running at two volts. Obviously,
if the filament resistance of the replacement
valve is less than that of the original valve,
the total resistance in circuit will be
permitted to fiow, and the valve may be
overrun, causing it to lose emission more
quickly than it normally would. On the
other hand, if the new valve has greater
resistance, then less current will flow, and
the valve will be slightly overrun, causing
perhaps distortion and generally wun-
“satisfactory results. Furthermore, it will
be appreciated that any fluctuation in the
mains voltage will cause a similar fluctvuation
in the voltages applied to the filaments,
which are not, of course, designed to
withstand any such fluctuations, and in
order to avoid premature deterioration due
to this cause a special regulator lamp can
he connected in series with the mains
resistance, which will take care of a con-
siderable mains voltage fluctuation per-
mitting only the correct voltage to enter
into the filament circuit.

Providing for Grid Bias

Grid bias must, of course, be_provided
for, and fortunately this is a simple
matter as the voltage-drop across any
ohmic resistance in the negative side of the
filament circuit can be utilised for the
purpose. As has already been pointed out,
the resistance of the filaments causes a
potential difference of 4 volts between points
A and B in Fig. 3, and, therefore, if the
grid return lead is taken to point A, the
grid of the output valve will antomatically
be 4 volts negative in respect to the
filament—in other words, 4 volts bias is
being applied to the last valve.

As the valve will in all probability require
more than 4 volts, a further small resistance
can be connected in the negative lead, which
will give the necessary further voltage drop
and, consequently, more bias, or alter-
natively, as the negative choke possesses
resistance, a portion of the choke winding
can be tapped off and used for obtaining
further bias, as shown in Fig. 3.

PRACTICAL WIRELESS

Now, indirectly heated D.C. valves differ
from the battery valve, in that whereas in
the latter the filament is also the cathode,
in the former the cathode is a separate
element which eneloses a separate heating
element called the “ heater.” When the
heater is connected to an irregular supply
it becomes hot, and transmits its heat to
the cathode, causing it to emit electrons
in a steady stream. Obviously, if the

‘heater—fed from an irregular supply—

were itself allowed to emit, the electron
stream would fluctuate in sympathy with
the fluctuation of the supply current, thus
causing considerable hum. As this type of
valve 1s designed for an irregular filament-
heating current, there is obviously no point
in smoothing this supply, and therefore the
smoothing chokes are connected in the H.T.
cireuit only, and not in the L.T.-circuit as
in the case of battery valves. This differ-
ence is apparent from Fig. 4, which shows
the skeleton circuit of a three-valve set
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is also particularly prone to hum pick-up,
etes, and it is usually advisable to carry out
the wiring of this in * screened " wire, or,
in exeeptional cases, it might even be found
necessary to enclose the entire detector
stage, with its associated components in a
separate screening-box ; earthed, of course.

Another difficulty frequently encountered
in such a set is the presence of H.F. currents
superimposed on the mains which, if
allowed to get into the receiver, may cause
reduced selectivity, modulation hum, ete.
The smoothing chokes are, of course,
designed to deal with low frequencies and,
consequently, they do not offer much
opposition to these unwanted currents, and,
the only satisfactory method of keeping
these out of the set is to use a special high-
frequency choke in each mains lead before
the L.F. smoothing chokes, as shown in
Fig. 5. An earth wire connected between
two 1 mfd. condensers shunted in series
across the mains may be advantageous,

T
‘
(]
]

but this depends
entirely upon local
conditions, and can only
be determined by ex-
periment. In fact, no
definite rule ean be laid
down regarding earthing
set, as In

using indirectly-'

heated valves. The 5. Boo 2 p3,  =x
heater circuit is 3 3 >
connected directly < r

to the mains

(through H.F.
choke, perhaps, as
will be explained
later), but a break-
down resistance must still be used, its value
depending, of course, on the characteristics
of the valves used.

.6,

Hh

Screening the Detector Stage

As the current in the heater is un-
smoothed D.C., stray couplings are likely
to be present, the results being particularly
unpleasant in view of the fact that the
H.F. ripple found on D.C. mains is usually
at a much higher frequency than that found
on A.C. mains. The detector stage is always
the most troublesome in .this respect, but
the difficulty can be minimised either by
wiring the heaters in such a manner that the

_ detector valve is last in the negative end of

the chain, or if this is not practicable, a
2.-mfd. condenser can be connected, with
entirely satisfactory results, between the
detector heater-and the negative or earth-
line as shown in Fig. 5. The detector stage

e
g

Fig. 6.— Automatic bias is obtained by a resistance
and condenser in the cathode lead.

Fig. 5.—A circuit using indirectly-heated D.C. mains valves.

some instances thc earth connection
tapped on to the mid-point of the twe
condensers may be better than the ordinary
earth connection through a condenser to the
negative side of the set ; or in somé€ instances
the set will operate much better with no
connection to earth at all! It will be
appreciated that one side of the mains is
already earthed by the supply company,
but even if the negative main is not earthed,
a very large capacity exists between this
main and earth, which is effectively in
parallel with the smoothing choke, rendering
the use of a local earth unnecessary, If
an earth wire to the negative side of the
set is used, it must be remembered that
this side of the set is in direct connection
with the supply main and, consequently,
it is essential to isolate the mains from
earth by utilising a fixed condenser as
shown in Fig. 5. Reverting for a moment
to the matter of keeping out H.F. currents,
it may be mentioned that this subject
assumes particular importance in the case
of a superheterodyne set. H.F. currents in
such a circuit may he responsible for in-
troducing whistles throughout the tuning
range, these whistles being of a nature
such as would render the set alinost entirely
useless.

As in A.C. design, automatic grid-bias
can be arranged for' by connecting resist-
ances in the cathode leads as shown in
Fig. 6. As the anode current of the valve
must pass through any resistance in its
cathode lead, voltage is developed across
the resistance and a difference.in potential
existe between each end of it. Therefore,

{Continued cu page 53),,
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Practical Hints

Small Condenser Construction
WHII.ST experimenting with small con-
densers and resistances, I hit upon

the idea illustrated. It will be seen that the
only requirements for the construction
of a number of condensers of different
values are as follows:

(1) A few short lengths of differcnt gauge
bare copper wire.

(2) A length of glass tubing (internal
diameter, {in. approximately).

16 GAUGE
COPPER WIRE

COMPRESSED
SILVER PAPER

LEAD)

A novel method of making small tubular
condensers.

(3) Some silver paper, and a few }in.
wood screws.

When the silver paper has been com-
pressed—by the aid of a nail or a strand of
16-gauge wire—heat the tube and silver
paper until red hot, care being taken to see
that it does not bend or warp, allow it to
cool and complete by winding the wire
and soldering same—to short all the turns
together. The screw constitutes one method
of contacting with the solidified silver
paper.

Great care should be exercised when
compressing the paper to ensure that no
cut fingers are sustained through slipping.
—R. W. SmrTasoN (Bournemouth).

A Switching Stand for a Soldering

Iron :
T'HE accompanying sketch shows a device
which I have made and find most
useful. It operates the switching of the
current to my

electric  soldering .
iron simply by the ‘ngv’lTéoHsm .
removil or replace- \

ment of the iron

THAT DODGE OF YOURS!

Every Reader of “ PRACTICAL WIRE-
LE_SS" must have originated somelittle dodge
which would interest other readers. Why
not pass it on to us ? We pay £1-10-0 for the
best hint submitted, and for every other item
published on this page we will pay half-a-
guinea. Turn thatidea of yours to account by
sending it in to us addressed to the Editor,
“PRACTICALWIRELESS,” George Newnes,
Ltd., Tower House, Southampton Street,
Strand, W.C.2. Put your name and address
on every item. Please note that every notion
sent in must be original. Mark envelopes
¢ Practical Hints.” NOT enclose
Queries with your hints.

SPECIAL NOTICE

All hints must be accompanied by the
coupon cut from page iii of cover.

)¢

the off position. The device should be
firmly mounted upon the soldering bench
and the sliding plate well greased so as
to ensure its easy action.—G. W. ARNoLD
(Liford).

A Sliding Meter Rack
N my radio “Den” I make a point of
keeping the test bench absolutely
clear and independent of the
table where I carry out con-
structional work, and in this
way I find that my work is
facilitated, whilst it is better
from the experimental point
of view,

The test bench is therefore
set against one wall, and as
the shelves are well away from
this, the room at the back of
the bench is allocated usually
to test gear, which invariably
seemed to get in the way as
the bench is not very wide.

To get over this trouble, I
decided to construct a meter
rack which could be used for
more than one meter, keeping
these out of the way, although
making it possible for them to
be commissioned at a moment’s
notice, and brought up to the

itself.
It will be seen by
the sketch that

when the iron is

replaced the point
is pushed against
the projecting plate
and so switches on
the electricity. If
the operator desires
to switch off, the
iron itself engages
in the “V” slot
in the plate and
by pulling same the
switch is thrown in

¥
SOLDERING “IRON
PLUG ., IN BASEBOARD
LAMP SOCKET,

By using this soldering-

iron stand the swilching

of the current-supply is
semi-automalic.

apparatus with which they are to be con-
nected. The resulting arrangement is shown
in the accompanying sketches.

On referring to these sketches, it will
be seen that two brass rods A, B
(obtainable from a well-known . stores) are
fitted between plywood end mounting
pieces, these end pieces being secured
to the wall by aluminium brackets of homo
construction.

To fit the meters to the rods so that they
may be moved along easily, at the same
time affording a good contact with the rods,
a few angle slides were formed from 16-
gauge aluminium, as shown by S1 and 82
in the inset.

Contact is made to the brass rods by
crocodile clips, consequently any number
of connections may be made, and I have
found this very convenient when it has been
necessary to include H.F. chokes in series
with these leads for various tests.

To ensure that the rods are insulated
from each other, the wood supports are
only drilled through sufficiently to hold the
rods in place after taking into considera-
tion the resilience due to the length of
the fitment. This is also indicated by a
small diagram insert. — S. FeNTOXN
(Pinner).

T
i memHOD OF FIxING
4 AND INSULATING

This sliding meter rack facilitates testing work.

Experimental Valveholders
HEN trying out experimental circuits,
much time may be saved, and a
better layout obtained, if the valves are
used without the usual valveholders. By
leaving the valves in their packing boxes,
upside down, connection to the valve legs
may be carried out by means of flexible
leads fitted at the end with sockets. Quick
changes and mobility are the main features
of this idea.—G. SANDERS (Hendon).

PRACTICAL WIRELESS
SERVICE MANUAL

By F. J. CAMM.

From all Booksellers 6/~ net, or by post 6/6 direot
from the Pablishers, George Newnes, Ltd. (Book Dept,),
Tower House, Southampton St., Strand, London, W.C.2.
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T has already been mentioned in these
pages that for really accurate measure-
ments of very weak voltages a valve

voltmeter is necessary. This consists of a
simple triode valve with L,T., H.T. and G.B.
applied. When thes¢ voltages are at a
certain level no anode current will flow,
and -thus a milliammeter included in the
anode circuit would show a zero reading.
Modification of the grid-bias would, how-
ever, result in a change in the anode current,
and if the modification consists of a reduction
of the grid-bias the anode current would
increase. This, then, is the principle of
the valve voltmeter, and the instrument
may be used, with certain modifications,
for measuring an audio voltage output on
exactly similar lines. For this, the input
to the voltmeter is connected to the output
terminals of a receiver under test, and the
anode current of the voltmeter is set to zero
by means of an adjustment of the H.T. or
G.B. Then when a signal is tuned on the
“receiver the applied audio voltage will have
the same effect as a modification in the
grid-bias voltage, and accordingly the
anode current will change. If the meter is
suitably calibrated in voltage readings, then
it will be possible to sce the exact output,
and also to see the effects of improvements
which are made when circuit alterations or
modifications are made.

The Circuit

The input to the voltmeter has to be
isolated in order to use it for the tests
mentioned, and this is easily carried out by
including a fixed condenser in each lead.
A value of 1 mfd. will be found suitable for
this purpose. The valve should be of the
small-power or good L.F. type, that is, one
which_has a reasonably steep slope in the
anode-current grid-volts curve. The H.T.
may be quite low, a total of 12 volts being

o
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VALV

'E VOLT

A Simple Unit which May be Use

Audio Outputs

when using the instrument, a potentiometer
is connected across the H.T. supply, and to
prevent the H.T. draining away through this
control an on/off switch is included in scries
with it. This switch is part of a two-pole
switch, the other section of which is used
to switch off the L.T. supply when the
instrument is out of use.

The meter included in the anode circuit
should be of a sensitive type reading a
maximum of 1 or 2 mA, and in the instru-
ment which is depicted on our cover this
week, and for which wiring details are
given on this page, a 1 mA meter was
employed. The total reading will, of
course, depend upon the valve, and the
range of H.T. voltage which is employed.

Layout
The entire instrument was included in a
small home-made cabinet measuring ap-
proximately 74in. by 5in. An ebonite panel
was provided, and a small baselfoard fitted,
on which the valveholder and fixed con-
densers were mounted (Fig. 2). Battery
cords were fitted so that external batteries
could be used, although there is no reason
why the batteries should not he included
inside the case if so desired. The potentio-
meter is mounted at the side of the meter,
and a pair of input terminals are mounted
on the edge of the panel, with the two-pole
switch fitted be-

o g tween them. The

Fig. 1. — Theoretical { —L— }:rz‘i’l;(?wlll ‘ a,:lfi !Il)lc‘)ot:

circuit of the wvalt- 5O;OOO~Q~ M vided‘ ,t hat the
ter. Note the in- “FD in i

meler main essentials

clusion of the fixed
condensers so that
the meter may be
used for outpul
measurements.

already mentioned
are adhered to, the
unit may be
mounted in any

®
.ré

I MFD

—H|
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INPUT

I MFD
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desired form.

Calibration

The first stage
after completing the
instrument is to
calibrate the dial,
and for this purpose
the unit must be
joined to a reliable
voltage source
(A.C.). A mains
transformer fed
fromthe A.C. mains
may be used, and
preferably the out-
puts from the trans-
former should first
be checked with a
good AC. volt-
meter. If however,

o

sufficient in many cases. The exact value
may be found on trial with the particular
valve you decide to use. In order to adjust
the H.T. and obtain a suitable zero-setting

a really well-made
transformer is em-
ployed the outputs
may be taken as rea-
sonably accurate.

-
B)
Adjust the meter to

a zero setting by means of the potentiometer,
and then connect the low-voltage trans-
former terminals to the input terminals
on the meter and connect the transformer

to the mains. The meter needle will rise,
and a careful note should be made of the
exact setting. Next use another secondary
winding, or alternatively use the centre-
tap, and one end.of a winding, and from
the voltage which this should give, again
make a note of the current reading. In
this way it will be possible to draw up a
small calibration curve or chart, showing

INPUT
RESISTANCE

—-0
AMPLIFIER
UNDER
TEST

the exact current readings for a given
A.C. input. With the lower voltage
inputs the H.T. should be adjusted to a
higher value, and it should be remembered
that the H.T. applied to the valve and
the voltage applied on the input side of
the voltmeter are very closely tied up.
Thus, when measuring very small A.C.
voltages, such, for instance, ags you might
require to do when testing the output of a
gramophone pick-up, you should increase
the HT. A few moments test with the
instrument, using different H.T. voltages,
and by testing various items will enable
you to see exactly how it works and what
voltages arc necessary for various ranges.
It should be understood, of course, that
the meter readings which are used are in
volts, not in milliamps, although this is
the normal meter scale.

When an ordinary transmission is tuned
in the needle will fluctuate with the signal,
and thus to obtain accurate measurements
to enable improvements in a circuit to be
ascertained, a eonstant frequency must be
used, and this may quite easily be obtained
by using a constant frequency record,
or if the H.F. section is being adjusted
then a signal generator must be employed.
If the latter is not available, and adjust-
ments are to be made in the H.F. section
of a receiver, the only satisfactory plan
will be to tune in to a station and only
use the “silent” periods in the trans-
mission for the test purposes, as these will
provide a steady current reading. Many
other uses will occur to the constructor of
this particular form of valve voltmeter,
provided that it is borne in mind that the
input circuit is designed for A.C. The
omission of the two fixed condensers will
convert it into & D.C. instrument, and as a
further refinement a potentiometer may be
connected across the G.B. battery so that
this may also be adjusted in conjunction
with the H.T. control.

Measuring Noise Level
Incidentally, for those who are so
inclined, the voltmeter may be uscd to
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"METER

1 to Measure
. J. DELANEY

measure the noise level of an amplifier.
For this purpose a non-inductive load
resistance is connected across the input
terminals having a similar resistance to
the microphone or other component which
is normally connected there. A similar
resistance is then joined in place of the
loudspeaker, this resistance also being
cquivalent to the normal load used with

he amplifier. If now the

amplifier is switched on a

JAD reading will be obtained on
STANCE the meter. Knowing the
- Fig. 3.—How to connect

& the meleh:3 for measuring
{ {put.
! rated output of the output
ILTMETER stage the ratio of the

W

noise level may be ex-
pressed by the formula:
noise volts 2
load resistance.
Taking an example, suppose our amplifier
has 100 ohms output impedance and is
rated at 30 watts, and that the meter

wattage output =

indicates .03 volts.
.03
Therefore 30 wz?zt: 1002
and volts = v/ 3,000 or 55 approximately.
This may then be expressed in decibels by
using the following formulee :
db = 20 log 4, .03
55
= 20 {log. 03 -~ log 55)

INPUT
TERMINALS
Fig. 2.—Practical
wiring plan of the
voltmeter.

— I MFD .
CONDENSERS

= 20 (24771 - 1.7404)
= 20(-1.5229 — 1.7404)
20 (- 3.263%

which means that the noisc level of that
particular example is 65.266 below the
rated full output of the amplifier.

EDGE-LIT TUNING SCALES

RANSPARENXNT edge-lighted panels,
for the tuning indicators of radio
receivers and for other purposes,

which are illuminated by total reflection
of light within the panel are quite common
to-day. Usually, the lamps are arranged
round tlie outer edges of the panel so that
only a relatively small proportion of the
light from each lamp is utilised, unless
means is specially provided to direct
substantially all the rays through the edge
of the panel. In the case of large panels,
it may be diffictiit to maintain the intensity
of the illumination uniform all over the
panel.

These drawbacks may bhe overcome
simply and cheaply by arranging the lamp
or lamps in an aperture or apertures
within the panel itself, or in the case of
two panels by arranging the lamps between
the panels instead of round the edges.
In this way, more light from each lamp
is utilised and, for a given light intensity,
less lamps are needed.

A section of a circular dial for a radio
receiver, arranged in this way, is shown
in Fig. 1. in which a glass dise 1 is provided
with a central aperture, and is arranged
between a spacing ring 2 and a bezel ring 3,
and secured to the cabinet of thc receiver
by serews 5, 6. 'The aperture.in the glass,
which accommodates a single lamp 8. is
provided with a shade 7. The lamp 8 is
carried by a holder which is mounted in
an aperture in the hub 9 of the pointer 9a.
Leads 11 and 12 to the lamp may engage
sliding contacts on the hub or, as in the
example shown, they may comprise flexible
conductors.

In the present case, the pointer is

mounted directly on the tuning
condenser spindle 10. The shade
7 is detachable to render the
lamp accessible from the front of the
receiver.

Station
Names
The station
names and/or
other markings
la are, of course,
etched or other-
wise formed on
the back of the
dial in a manner
such that light

14

escapes through the markings and causes
them to appear illnminated.

Although a circular dial has been illus-
trated, rectangular or other shapes may
also be employed, and, provided that the
surface area is not too large, they can be
illuminated effectively by a single lamp.

Fig. 2 shows an example of a tuning
indicator for a radio receiver which is
provided with a pointer 19 that moves in a
straight line. The glass tuning scale is
bounded by the cabinet wall 18 and is
divided into two rectangular panels 14
and 15, separated by a gap which 18 covered
by a strip 16 of opaque material.

Strip lamps 17, 18, are arranged.in the
gap between the plates, so that the panels

e
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Figs. | (left) and 2 (right) show
the arrangement of the edge-

lighted dial.

are illuminated by total reflection of light
within the glass, The strip 16 s readily
detachable to permit access to the lamps
from the exterior of the cabinet.
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A Deflecting Consideration
WHEN dealing with the deflecting

conditions of an electrostatically-
operated cathode-ray tube there are two
important points to consider. First of all
comes the question of whether the individual
plates of each separate pair are truly
parallel to one another, and then it must
be ascertained whether the two pairs of
plates are really mutually at right angles
to one another. For many purposes the
degree of accuracy attaching to these two
factors is the limiting item in deciding the
suitability of the tube for the work involved,
and very rigid tolerances are set so as to
enable the designer of the apparatus
incorporating the tube to be sure of the
accuracy of working. Many attempts
have been made to approach this question
of unifermity of electrostatic field between
deflecting plates so as to meet special cases,
and although the new ideas as a rule add
to the complication of the electrode system
as a whole, it is often found that this is
justified by the improved results obtained.
A typical example of this is furnished by
the deflecting system design whereby each
pair of parallel plates is replaced by two
pairs of right-angled shaped plates, which
when mounted in position form a hollow
box through which the electron beam
passes, with a narrow slot in the centre of
each side to ensure that the plates are not
touching one another. In addition to this,
four wire electrodes are positioned inside
the array, and by suitably arranging the
potentials applied to both plates and wires
the distribution of the electrostatic lines
of force is such, that within a square area
in the centre, the deflecting field 1s straight
and uniform. The adjustment of such an
arrangement is somewhat critical, and
would be applicable only to those cases
where this uniformity is absolutely essential
for accurate working.

View Finding
WHEN using an electron camera, either
in the studio or for external scenes,
the operator seated on the dolly truck is
able to follow exactly whatever action is
taking place by confining his attention to
the optical image formed on his view-
finder. It is arranged that this picture
is exactly the same size as that focused
on to the signal plate of the television
camera, and this simplifies all adjustments,
and ensures that the field of view and
focus is kept correctly. Originally, this
view-finder picture was upside down, so
that the operator had to reverse everything
mentally, but subsequent improvements in
the optical arrangements produced a
picture which was the correct way up.
It has becn found in practice, however,
that cases arise where the optical scheme
does not prove satisfactory. For example,
under conditigns of inaccessibility of the
scene, those oceasions where fog is prevalent
or infra-red light is to be employed, and
to meet these cases it has been suggested
that the operator performs his camera

task with the aid of a cathode-ray tube
monitor. This tube is arranged to be fed
with signals derived from the camera
signal plate, so that the scanned picture
50 reproduced is a replica of that radiated
by the station. -Synchronisation difficulties
do not arise, for it can be arranged that
camera and tube are fed with deflecting
currents derived from the same time-base
generator source. Furthermore, the scheme
lends itself to remote control, enabling the
operator to be separated from his camera,
when such a course is found to be expedient
*as a result of the type of transmission being
undertaken.

Photo-electric Cell Technique
'HE development of the various forms
of photo-electric cells is proceeding
apace, in order to fit in with the new
demands of industry consequent upon the

Aninteresting ex ample
of the form of screening
undertaken when using
large cathode - ray
photo-electric cells for

television purposes.

adjustment of production methods designed
to serve war needs. Because of their
constancy of action and consequent inter-
changeability, vacuum type cells are
employed wherever possible, but the
increased output provided by the gas-filled
cell makes it ideal for certain purposes.
The filling of inert gas provided in these
cells playsits part in magnifying the original
photo-electric current because of ' the
ionisation by collision process, whereby
the atoms of gas and primary electrons
undergo numerous impacts within the
glass-walled space, and so release secondary
electrons which add to the primary stream.
In this connection it must not be overlooked
that the ionisation process is not in-
stantaneous, and in consequence this type

of cell has a somewhat restricted frequency
characteristic, generally of the order of
10 kilocycles per second. Another point
to be considered is that the voltage applied
between cathode and anode is rather
critical. If too high, and the cell is
subjected to comparatively intense illuinina-
tion, a glow discharge will occur inside the
cell, and this will tend to destroy the
photo-electric surface. It is interesting to
recall that in the very early days of low
definition television, the gas-filled cells
then being employed were purposely
““ flashed ”* before a transmission started so
as to ensure that they were functioning
satisfactorily. This rather drastic treat-
ment may have served its purpose, but made
the service replacements more frequent.
Provided the absolute quantity of light is
not being measured, however, these cells
are admirably suited for the detection of
light changes and have been employed
quite extensively in talking-film equipment,
being mounted on the sound head to serve
equally well in either variable density or
variable amplitude modulation..

Practical Applications
HEN using the high vacuum type of
photo-electric cells there are certain
factors which have to be obssgved, depend-
ing upon the particular use to which
individual cells are to be applied. Modern
technique has shown that in a vast majority
of cases it is preferable to employ vacuum
type cells complete with secondary emission

multiplier, as this reduces very consider-
ably the amount of auxiliary apparatus
required and ensures a large output with
a high signal to mush ratio. One point
which is frequently overlooked is the
necessity for providing complete electro-
static screening for the cell, and potentio-
meter unit, which provides the voltages to
the individual multiplier stages. At the
same time the screening must not obscure
the light which has to activate the photo-
electric cathode surface. An example of
how this can be carried out in practice
when large-surfaced cells are to be used is
furnished in the accompanying illustration.
A metal shield surrounds the cell except
?or a fairly close-meshed grid placed at the
ront.
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Radio Traffic Control

NOVEL plan to bring traffic signals
into cars in the form of distinctive
tones corresponding to the ** stop”’

and ' go’’ lights, may in time make an
auto-radio a legal requirement on every
one of the nation’s 30,000,000 -cars,
according to the men behind the plan in
America.

In its present form, this traffic-control
system uses the existing car radio tuned to
5350 kels, thus wmaking the system im-
mediately available for the 6,000,000 cars
now equipped with auto-radios, though
eventually a special small set would be
employed with fixed tuning to the highway
safety-signal frequency.

By the use of this system the driver,
instead of letting his attention wander from
the roadway in his search for traffic signals
in unfamiliar territory, would hear a
pleasant low tone as long as the lights ahead
were green. When *“ red ’’ comes on, in.all
cars on that section of the roadway an
interrupteel high note would be heard, like
a crossing signal. If desired, relays could
be installed which would switch on the car
instrument board. Cars thus equipped
and operating over a test section of New
York City highways were described over

Recorded Messages

The small highway transmitting unit,
which may be mounted on a telephone pole
or a traffic-light stanchion, makes use of a
magnetic tape sound recording device by
which continuous repetition of a traffic
bulletin or a safety message may be broad-
cast. A distinctive sign placed on the
street or highway in advance of a given
radio zone calls attention of motorists
to the radio system which they are approach-
ing and tells them the frequency to which
to tune their set.

By means of this device, traftic can be
re-routed to secondary thoroughfares from
crowded highways, preventing jams before
cars have a chance to pile up ; drivers can
be warned of speed limits or of emergency
in case of fire or accident ; doctors ecan be
paged on the road or pedestrians can be
warned of an impending change in traffic
lights. The robot ean give oral warning
of such impending changes to drivers and
pedestrians also.

This new highway traffic control system
using auto-radios is being developed by
Wiliam S. Halstead and S. K. Wolff, whose
laboratory is in the RKO Building, Radio
City, New York, in collaboratice with Dr.
McClintock, direetor of the Yale University
Bureau of Street Traffic Research.

the NBC Blue network recently.

>
D.C. HEATER CIRCUITS
(Continued from page 48)

by - taking the grid-return lead to the
bottom end of the cathode resistance, the
grid is automnatically negative in respect to
the cathode to the extent of the voltage
dropped across the resistance. A small
condenser—usually 1 mfd.—should in each
case be shunted across the cathode resistance
in order to provide a low-impedance path
to earth for any unwanted H.F. or L.F.
currents which may be present in the circuit.
The formula for calculating cathode resist-
ance values is:

Grid-bias voltage wqulred

x 1,000.

anode current in mlmamps
In the case of a valve requiring 10 volts
bias with an anode current of 15 milliamps,
the formula hecomes : '

Resistance= Ul XI;’OOO =666 ohms.

Universal Valve for A.C. or D.C.

Mains

The third type of valve, namely, the
‘“ universal > low-voltage valve, is a form
of indirectly - heated valve, the heater of
which is designed to work directly from
any supply, whether A.C. or D.C., either
with a mains transformer or alternatively
by means of a breakdown resistance, thus
permitting the construction of a receiver
which will operate from either D.C. or
A.C. mains without serious complications.
Such a receiver is, of course, an attractive
proposition to a constructor “ho, although
now on D.C., shortly expects to be changed
over to A.C., but it is not essential to use
the special universal valve—ordinary in-
directly heated D.C. valves can be used.
The only unconventional point is the
rectification of the supply for anode current
when the set is connected to A.C. mains.
This is, however, quite a simple matter if it
is borne in mind that a metal rectifier offers
very low resistance to current passing one
way, and, consequently, very little voltage
drop will occur through this component
with direct current passing through it.
Under these conditions, the rectifier is

naturally only an '* ornament.”’” bat in any
event, it does not prevent the passage of
D.C. ahd docs not reduce, to any appreciable
extent, the voltage available for the anode
circuits. \When the set is connected to
A.C, however, the rectifier comes into its
own and converts the alternating current
to a pulsating unidirectional current which,
after smoothing. is suitable for the anodes
of the valves. It will be appreciated that
in such a circuit the smoothing must be
exceptionally comprehensive, partly due
to the fact that only half-wave rectification
is employed. It is necessary to point out
that a ‘“ universal’’ receiver of this type
does not comply with the various electrical
regulations when connected to A.C. mains,
as in the absence of the usual mains
transformer the set ig, of course, connected
directly to the mains.

r - |

A VALUABLE TECHNICAL LIBRARY!

NEWNES SHORT-WAVE MANUAL

5/-, or 5[4 by post.
PRACTICAL W!KELESb ENCYCLO-

PEDIA |
7/6, or 8/~ by p 3
EVERYMA\I'S WIRELESS BOOK
5/-, or 5/6 by p
TELEVISION AND SHORT- WAVE HAND-
BOOK
5/« 5/6 by post.
THE HOME mzanmc ENCYGLOP/EDIA
3/6, or 4/- by post.
SIXTY TESTED WIRELESS CIRCUITS
3/6, or 3/10 by post.
COlLS, cHoxes AND TRANSFORMERS
2J6, or:2/10 by post.
PRACTICAL \/NmELEIss ssnv:ca MANUAL
b
PRACTICAL MECHANIGSP HANDBOOK

6/-, or 6/6 by post.
WORKSHOP cALcULATIONs TABLES AND
FORMUL &

3/6, or 3/10 by post,

SHORT WAVE MANUAL
5/, 5/4 by paost.
WIRELESSTRANSMISSION FOR AMATEURS

3/6, or 3/10 by post.
DICTIONARY OF METALS AND THEIR

ALLOYS
5/-, or 5/4 by post.

ra— —

All obtainable trom GEORGE NEWNES, LTD.,
Tower House, Southampton Street, strand w.C.2

21 | ) | I | M D >

’.'.-.

" 53

=ELECTRADIX=

PETROL ELECTRIC GENERATING
SETS for le:htinz: and Charging,
Half h.p. DIRECT COUPLED.

loO watts D.C., 1,300 r.p.m.,

2-stroke water-cooled 1-cyl. En-

gine, magueto ignition. On
¥ bedplate with 30 volts 5§ amps.

Dynamo. £12. 75 Larger size

{ kW. Petrol Electric Sets.

500 watts, 2-stroke water-cooled

1 h.p., 1 cyl. engine on bedplate direct-coupled to 50/70

volts 10 amps. D.C. Dynamo, magneto ignition, fuel

and oil tank, £16.

3/9 MILLIAMMETERS. - New.
Ferranti Tuning Meters. Back
of panel type, as illus., 8 m.a., full

scale. Plain scale and 1in. needle with
mica panel, back lamp and bracket.
Used as voltmeter with extra resist-
ance. Great bargain at 3/9 post free.

15-DAY TIME SWITCHES.—Venner
100 amps..

1 amp., 5 amps., 50 amps..
200 amps.. cheap, 20/
DIX-\IIPANT\ VEST POCKET
TESTER.—A  wonderfully versatile
moving-iron multi-range meter for
service on A.C. or D.C. jobs. No pro-
jecting terminals. THREE ranges
of volts : 0-75., 0-150. 0-300. Used for
MILLIAMPS, reads : 12} m.a. and 75
m.a. In black bakelite case. Measures
only 2iin. by 2!in. with pair of test
leads and plugs. Leaflet “ N ' gives
full information. 19/6.

METER \lo\’E‘\lEN'l‘s —Full size, moving coil P.M.
for adapting home-made multi-range testers. For
3in. or 4in. dials, 5/~, post 1/-.

SUPERSENSITIVE MOVING COIL RELAYS.—These
work on really tiny currents from photo-cells, etc.,
and a small rectifier can be used for A.C. For panel
use, the small 2in. flush Lesdix meter
type W1 works on 50 micro amps.
Handles 150 mills. on main contact. 55/=.

UNUSED X-RAY VACUUM TUBEFES.
—New Government Hospital Surplus.
7 ins, dia. bulb. Big solid Tungsten
Electrodes. Emission guarantced. COST
£5. SALE 15/-. Packing 2/6 extra.

LIGHT AND RAY CELLS.—Selenium,
10/6 ; Electrocell, Self-generating, 25/- ;

1 Raycraft outfit with relay and amplmer
1 55/~ Photo-Cells for sound on Film and
Ray work, .C.A., 25/-, Beck. Angle
Prisms, mounted in carrier, 5.

STORAGE.—You may have charging facilities and
want to install high capacity steel accumulators which
will hold their charge almosc Indefinitely.
A.R.P. EDISON IHIGH CAPACITY STEEL CELLS
at half price for stand-by lighting, 120 a.h. to 300 &.h.
at 20/- to 25 -. Makers’ Price is £5. Ask for leaﬂet.

A.R.P. ACCUMULATORS for stand-by H.T. .
per volt : 3 amp. hours. In 24 volt unit crates glass
célls. 12/~ each. Can be parallel charged off 12 volts,
L.T. POWER BATTERY .-6 volt 18/36 amp. 3 non-spill
C.A.V. cells. Bargain, set in wood box with lid, 10/-.

ALARM BELLS.—Small and large. Battery or mains
D.C. or A.C. 10in. gong. Domestic Bells and Fire Bells,
cheap Please state wants. Single Bell Wire, 1/6 per

E\'ERS"I‘D MEGGERS.—Direct Reading chms to
megs. Large scale dial, from £4/10/-. Bridge Meggers
for low and high res. tests. Cheap. SILVERTOWN
Portable Tester, Combines Wheatswne Bridge, Galvo,
shunts and ratios. as new. G.P.O. Plug-in Bridge
Resistance

DECADE RESISTANCES.—High and low resistance
bridges. Needle and mirror spot galvos. Multiplying

shunt hoxes,
Signal Work and Training Aids for Navy, Army & R.A.F.
L.R.

SOLO PHONES.—For buzzerhmorse Single

L.R. DOUBLE HEADPIIONES.
Pilot Signallers 120 ohms.Phones.
All leather headbands with slide
adjustment chin strap and 4ft.
cord, 3/6. Sullivan 120 chms,
Aluminium Headbands, 3,9.

RADIO PHONES.—Browns,"A"
> Reed Phone, aluminium head-
band, 4.000 chms, . 1,500
ERS' ohms, 21/6. 120 ohms, 17/6.
Cords, 1/6. Various Makes.—
Second-hand Headphones in good
order, 2,000 chms and 4.600 ohms
486, ang 68.4w1th cords. Western Electric,

2.000
FIELD PHONES AND EXCHANGES.—5
to 20 lines, Morse Keys. Buzzers. Morse

Practice Signal Sets. Aldis Signal Lamps.
Morse and Wheatstone Inkers and Tape.
220-VOLT FOOTWARMER Electric Mats, covered
fibre. 7.6. Bed-warmer Blanket Pads, 220 volts, 12/8.
Some 110 volts, 10'6.

200 TRUE-TWIN CAMERASCOPES, 2 lens viewers,

"I ost free.

F METER.—Lens Calibrator for testing focal
gngctrsx: a%f L£ens with microscope stand, fine adjustment.
0S
ELECTRIC DRILL STANDS.—Massive Wolf Geared
rise and fall with counterweight. Suitable large or small
machines, 7/6, carriage forward.
ALL-WAVLE CRYSTAL SETS for plug-ln coils, 2tun-
mg condensers, semi-pe: etector, 7' 6 Why bother
to make one ? Small Boudoir Model, 8/6
5/- EMERGENCY PARCELS of useful ‘
stand-by electrical and radio repair material
and apparatus, 10 lbs. for 5/-. Post Free.
Don’t forget to send for Bargdin List *“ N ** \I_
218, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, E.C4
Telephone : Central 4611.
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Suppressor-grid
Reaction

Observations on a New Type of Circuit

ITH suppressor - grid injection
being so widely used in varying
forms of circuit application, for

example H.F. modulation and keying in
transmitters (peace time), coupling for a
separate oscillator, gain control, etc., the
majority of readers will be conversant
with the basic principles involved.

The suppressor grid was originally intro-
duced for the purpose of preventing insta-
bility arising through electrons ¢ bumping *’
off the anode and returning to the control
grid, but in the inevitable course of experi-
menting which followed, the above variety
of uses soon evidenced the further advan-
tages to which this grid could be put.

It will, no doubt, have been noticed
how, in previous articles appearing in this
journal, the screen grids of both H.F. and
L.F. pentodes were used as a means for

*C0016 to-0002 MFD

# 100 MMFD
22 MMFD \
% b *q EN.
EACH . B
;:/(cmwc) MFD
t
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Q0016
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the theory of the suppressor-grid form
of reaction, the first noticeable feature is
the absence of any E.M.F. at this grid, the
reaction circuit consisting purely of the usual
magnetic coupling with series reaction con-
denser to a conventionial tuned (leaky)
grid circuit. Considering this arrangement,
it then becomes apparent that the original
purpose of the suppressor grid is partially
met by the path to earth which this circuit
presents to the unwanted electrons leaving
the anode. .

Although there is no attractive influence
to the electrons emitted from the filament
or cathode by the usual H.T. supply, suffi-
cient feed-back results to provide a magnetic
flux in the reaction coil which will interact
with the grid coil, thus bringing about the
increase in sensitivity due to negative
resistance.

SOV o wr+

Fig. 1. —Circuit
LS al diagram showing in
10 pHONES | skeleton form the
OR AMPLIFIER  theory of the sup-
pressor-grid system of
reaction.

HI—

STA‘NDARD 6PI;\I COIl;S

signal injection and reaction, but in recal-
ling these methods to further example the
trend in circuit dgvelopment, the principles
adopted with the screen grid should not be
(,onil:lsed, theoretically, with the suppressor-
grid scheme about to be described, the
fundamental difference being evident on
considering the action of the screen grid
on the characteristics of the valve, particu-
larly in respeet of the conversion gain.

As the gain is immediately dependent on
the ratio of®screen grid to anode current,
other factors being consistent, a potentio-
meter is thus frequently employed in the
S.G. feed to control the gain ; consequently,
whilst there are definite advantages to be
had by using the screen grid as a means for
negative feed-back, it will be apparent
that a well developed circuit is necessary
to warrant the method, since the signal
amplitude is then dependent on the com-
bined factors of gain control and reaction
sensitivity.

From this one can readily see the merits
offered by a circuit where the advantages of
screen-grid reaction can be obtained with the
independence of the two functions—gain
and sensitivity.

The Reaction Circuit
Now, glancing at the circuit given in
Fig. 1, which also gives in skeleton form

L=

In an endeavour to reach either the
positive influence of the anode or a path to
earth, many of the electrons collect on the
suppressor grid and flow through the reaction
circuit, the rest reaching their goal, the
anode, but all this being governed by the
screen grid circuit and potential. It should
be mentioned here that in the tests
standard plug-in coils were used and
gtandard components.

It follows then from these preliminary
notes on the scheme adopted in Fig. 2,

FOR AMATEURS
Edited by F. J. CAMM

Explaining how to Learn the
Morse Code: Applying for a
Licence : Building and Operat-
ing a Transmitter. Ilustrated
by Many Practical Diagrams.

Price 3/6 or 3/9 by post

From George Newnes, Ltd. (Book
Dept.), Tower House, Southampton
Street, Strand, W.C.2.
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\ COILS INDICATED IN
CORRECT RELATIONSHIP
TO EARTH

Fig. 2—Diagram showing the path of electrons
in the suppressor-grid system of reaciion.

that should the reaction coil be directly
connected to earth by eithér discarding or
shorting the reaction condenser, the maxi-
mum flux density is obtained in rclation,
of course, to the applied anode and screen
voltage, thus it will be seen that should a
variable resistance be inserted in this
circuit, with or without the reaction con-
denser, and in either positions indicated
by rl,and r2, the sensitivity of the reaction
can be “refined,” the two controls so
provided being then furnished with suitable
dials for the purpose of more precise
logging.

Readers may care to try out various
values of resistance and capacity, and the
valuesofrl and r2 are, therefore, optional,
50,000 ohms being a satisfactory value for
the circuit given in Fig. 1.

Obtaining Stability

_The next point in the design concerns
the question of feed-back and hand-
capacity effects in so far as this arrange-
ment compares with the more usual reaction
circuits. Owing to the absence of a direct
H.T. load to the suppressor grid, the
tendency for feed-back through this medium
is removed, the inter-electrode capacity
providing the only way in which this,
might be brought about, consequently with
a reasonable element of decoupling, and, in
the case of circuits where there is a good
component of H.F., carefully determined
screening, etc., ’phone lead capacity effects
will prove less likely than in a more con-
ventional anode or even screen-grid reaction
circuit.

With regard to smoothness of reaction
control, it can be said that, in view of
the suppressor-grid circuit having essenti-
ally the same principle as any other form
of magnetic coupling, the conditions which
govern the degree of interaction are the
same ; therefore, it is only fair to state here
that no particular advantage was noticed in
this respect. However, as it is proposed at a
later date to detail fully the construction of
a receiver in which this scheme is embodied,
the writer will have in the meantime, an
opportunity for determining more closely
this consideration in conjunctien with one
or two other rather interesting circuit
functions connected with H.F. gain and
negative feed-back tone control.

In a receiver which is designed for accurate
logging, any controls which assist in this
direction, however many they may be, with,
of course, discretion, are to be desired, so
it will be apparent that in {T.R.F. circuits,
an H.F. pentode with or without variable-
mu characteristics can be made to fulfil
to a very appreciable extent this require-
ment. W.R.H,
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New Appﬂi.@ati@ns
of the Heptode |

Some Applications
Valve to Detection and

HE heptode valve, with its many
electrodes, lends itself to a great
variety of uses, some of which are

described below.

Referring to Fig. 1 of the accompanying
diagrams, there i1s shown the final trans-
former 1 of a superhet, primary and
secondary circuits 2 and 3 are each reso-
nated to the I.¥. value. The second detector
embodies a valve of the heptode type, and
is represented by the numeral 4. The valve
has a cathode 5, an anode 6, and grids
which are arranged in succession in the
electron stream flowing between cathode
and anode.

Grids 7 and 8 are strapped together and
are connected to the high potential side
of the input circuit 3 ; the cathode 5 is at

of
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prior valves can be the tunable radio-
frequency amplifiers, the first detector, and
one or more of the I.F. amplifiers. The
A.V.C. circuit includes filter network 19
for suppressing pulsating voltage com-
ponents in the A.V.C. bias. The A.V.C.
circuit functions to vary the amplification
of the pre-second detector valves in a sense

to maintain the L.F. carrier amplitude at

the input circuit 3, substantially constant
over aavide range of carrier variation at the
signal collector.

Functioning as a Rectifier
Considering now the operation of the

detector, let it be assumed that grids 9,

11, and 10 are free. In this state of the

6 % = 13 ——
d_pdden 2000FT | ; L
Yo
_m/ -10 16 4y f—4FampL.
/ pa LD di |
s T ‘e o 4
s TE6 T 2l O
2 3 17
ke =1+ = F
JO R E-1F.GRIDS 18
- T _L ANV
AVC
; 1\1,9 Fig. 1.—Second detector and A.V.C. section of a
v superhet.

ground potential, as is the low potential
.side of the input circuit 3. The grid 9,
adjacent the cathode, is connected to earth,
while the fourth grid 10, disposed between
grids 7-8, is also earthed. The electrode
11, which is actually a rod, functions as the
anode of a diode rectifier for producing
A.V.C. bias. The anode 6 is connected to a
positive potential point, of approximately
+ 250 volts, of a current source (not shown) ;
the anode circuit includes the load resistor
12 having a magnitude of approximately
0.5 megohms. The audio voltage developed
across resistor 12 is transmitted to the
following audio amplifier 13 by the coupling
elements 14.

A.V.C. Bias 4

The A.V.C. bias may be provided by
feeding the amplified carrier energy to the
diode rectifier comprising anode 11, cathode
5 and load resistor 15. The condenser
16 has a low impedance to currents of
IF. carrier frequency, and is connected
from anode 6 to anode 11. The load resistor,
connected to ground from anode 11, has
developed across it a direct current voltage
whose magnitude varies directly with the
amplified I.F. carrier amplitude. The I.F.
by-pass condenser 17 shunts resistor 15,
and lead 18 functions as the path for
impressing the voltage across resistor 15
upon the signal grids of the signal trans-
mission valves feeding the detector. Such

detector valve, no anode current flows
unless the electrodes 7-8 are at a positive
potential with respect to the cathode.
Hence, when the electrodes 7-8 are zero,
or negative, in potential no anode current
flows. This means that the valve 4 then
functions as a rectifier, because anode
current only flows during positive half-cycles
of the input waves. Since the electrodes
7 and 8 consist of open mesh, or are open
wire cylinders, electrons which are attracted
by these electrodes pass through the open-
ings of the electrodes to the anode 6. Thus,
the current which clectrodes 7-8 draw from
the input circuit may be kept low and the

*

’
~

input impedance. comparably high. It
will be observed that during the positive
half-cycle the voltage of electrodes 7-8 is
sufficiently positive to attract the electrons
close thereto. Since the anode potential
is considerably higher than that of electrodes
7-8, the electrons come under the influence
of the anode, and are attracted into the
anode circuit. The voltage developed across
resistor 12, by the anode current flow there-
through, may be made to be substantially
larger than the applied input voltage, by
choosing a sufficiently higher control-grid—
anode transconductance between anode 6
and electrodes 7-8. If the magnitude of
resistor 12 is high (of the order of 0.5
megohms) the anode voltage across the
resistor bears a linear relation to the input
voltage.” In this way there is provided
a linear detector having gain.

Increasing Detector Gain

Now if the fourth grid 10 is earthed,
the voltage across resistor 12 per applied
input volts may be increased; that is
to say, the gain of the detector is increased.
The explanation for this action may be
stated to be as follows. When electrodes
7-8 are positive, a virtual ecathode is
established hetween grids 7 and 10. This
virtual cathode varigs in intensity, and is
equivalent to placing an input voltage in
the cathode circuit. Another way of view-
ing the action is to consider grid 10 as
accelerating the electrons towards the
anode 6, since the grid 10 is positive with
respect to the virtual cathode. The positive
potential on grid 10 is provided by contact
potential; and also by the potential differ-
ence between anode 6, grid 10 and the
cathode.

Still further gain may be had by earthing
the first grid 9. Contact potential, as well
as the potential difference between anode
grid 9 and cathode, establishes grid 9 at a
positive potential with no input signal.
The slightly positive grid 9 (approxi-
mately 1 volt) draws electrons from the
cathode 5; the electrons pass through the
mesh of grid 9, and accumulate between
electrode 7 and grid 9. This produces a
virtual cathode state. The positive potential

on electrodes 7-8
attracts electrons so
that anode 6 can

i ]

then attract the

-4
¥

electrons. Hence, it
will be seen that

)
i—
each of the earthed

TOA.FAMPL  electrodes acts to
3 draw electrons to-

1. fi -

—
Nl

L.

.,||l
..|'|

AvVC

e

S wards the anode 6.
[ The total effect is
an increased audio
voltage across load
resistor 12 ; the rela-
tion between input
voltage and the
latter being sub-

e

-

Fig. 3.—In this arrangement the I.F. currents are

stantially linear.

fed through condenser 16, (Continued on page 60)



i March 30th, 1940

PRACTICAL WIRELESS

correspondents.

10-Metre DX

IR,—I am a very keen short-wave
listener, and I log many calls on the
amateur bands. On Sunday, February
18th, I was amazed at the number of
amateur ’phone stations which could be
heard on 28 mec/s from the 6th and Tth
districts of U.S.A.

Between 17.00-18.30 (G.M.T.) I heard
the following: W6LES, 6RK, 6CQQ,
6MYS, 6QXA, 6LVX, 6LSN, 6QNW,
6TSF, 6REE, 6NVU, 6RK ; 7FTV, TEKR,
7BKD, and 7HLB.

DX conditions at the week-ends have
been very good for the last twe or three
weeks, and I have also logged XE1AM,
1GG ; LU1DO, LX1UU, K4EZR, K6ROJ,
60QM ; HI2P, 2K, 7G and NY4AD.

My RX is a Sky Buddy, and the antenna
is an indoor one, about 25ft. long. I would
like to hear from any other reader interested
in 10-metre work.—J. M. Granam, Kames
Villa, 2, Kelvinside Terrace West, Glasgow,
N.W.

A Radio Club’s Shack

IR,—I enclose a photograph of the
transmitting section of the Clayesmore
Radio Club, taken before the outbreak of
war. The apparatus consists of a 4-valve
(including rectifier) receiver, and short-wave
superhet converter in the rack. The
6L6G C.0. and modulator is on the right.
All this was constructed by 2CGD.

One of our late members, John Davies
(2CRW), whose card figures prominently
on the wall, is now serving as a wireless
operator in the R.AF.—A. W. G. WiLsoN
(2CGD) (Iwerne Minster, Dorset).

Full-wave Detection

JTR,—Regarding the letter of Mr. D’Arcy
Ford on the above subject, I would
refer him to Section D 24 of the Admiralty
Handbook of Wireless Telegraphy, 1938,
Vol. I, where he will find a description of
the working of two types of H.F. full-wave
rectifiers. The description is followed by
remarks on the definite advantages of the
circuits—coupled as uswal with certain
disadvantages principally as to power
consumption and matching of the valves.

Further, if I remember correctly, I have
seen mentioned in an older text-book a
copper oxide rectifier {(commercial) de-
signed expressly for medium-frequency
full-wave rectification.

I would also mention that no theorstical
grounds could be stated for the impossibility
of H.F. full-wave detection. It is certainly
not normally necessary in practice—hence
its disuse.—THOMAS P. TavrLor (Cam-
bridge).

A DX Log from West Bridgford

IR,—In view of the improvement in
DX conditions now being experienced,

I enclose my log for the last few weeks:
14 me/s ’phone and C.W.: PY2NO,
7VB;. YV5AK, ABY; ZClA, PKI10G,

 Open to Discussion

The Editor does not necessarily agree with the opinions expressed by his
All lettors must be accompanied by the name and address

of the sender (not necessarily for publication).

EKIAF, KAIAF, CW, LB, LZ, ME;
UK3AH, UE3KQ, KX, U3BC, BP, BX,
DQ; U4AL, AM; UK5KW, UsYH, USID,
U9IML.

7 me/s CW.: W1, 2, 3, 4, 8; W5HUC,
MH ; 6NNV, 9BRD, BVS, CDU; HH2PB,
3DN; CM7AC, MV; K4ESH, PY2BE,
4BR ; U3GI.

Thanking you for a very fine weekly
paper, and,trusting that you will be able
to continue to keep *‘ ham’’ radio alive
during these difficult times.—Joux D. A.
HarL (West Bridgford, Notts).

A corner of the Clayesmore Radio Clsb’s shack,

taken before the transmitter was dismantled.

Impedance of H.F. Transformer
Primary

IR,—May I call attention to the impres-
sion that might possibly be conveyed

to a really earnest student of wireless who
is not content with skimming the surface,
but wants to get- down to fundamentals
(alas, there are very few of them) by a
statement regarding the impedance of the
primary of an. H.F. transformer, in a
recent article. There would be a very large
rise in its impedance at the resonant point,
compared with .that of the coil by itself.
I append ‘a caleulation, based on a case

.which might easily happen in praetice, to

show what this rise can be. If we assume
a primary of 50 microhenries, having a
series H.F. resistance of, say, 4 ohms,
coupled to a sccondary of 200 microhenries
with an H.F. resistance of 10 ohms, the
coupling factor beitig 70 per cent., we have
the data for calculating the increase. In
this case the inductive reactance of the
primary at a wavelength of 300 metres is
314 ohms. :

With the secondary figures, and the
coupling factor as given, there will be
thrown back into the primary from the
secondary, at 300 metres, a resistance of

e

19,320 ohms in round figures. To this
must be added the four ohms H.F. resistance
of the primary, which is in phase with it.
We have now over 60 times the impedance
of the coil by itself, to be added to its
inductive reactance, to make the total
impedance, and, what is more, one being
inductive reactance and the other a resist-
ance, they must be added vectorially (in
quadrature), and this means only an ohm
or two—I needn’t work it out—difference
caused by the impedance of the primary
coil itself, compared with what is reflected
from the secondary. It is quite evident
that the impedance of the primary itself
is in comparison quite negligible.—A. O.
GRIFFITHES (Wrexham).

Back Numbers Wanted

IR,—May I inquire through your paper
whether any local readers have any
issues from Volume 13 (except Nosz. 327,
324, 322, 319 and 316) which they would
like to dispose of ? I intend to have
Volumes 13, 14 and 15 bound as soon as
possible and T will call for any back issues
as soon as I receive an address.

Again I would like to extend an invitation
to all neighbouring short-wave fans to call
on me sometimes for a chat, as I am now
homeo for good. (See PracticaL WTRELERSS
for October 14th, 1939.).—W. G. ANDREWS,
17, Lingfield Road, Broadgreen, Liver-
pool, 14.

Correspondents Wanted

IR,—As an old reader of your excellent
paper I want to get a training in
Morse, and I should like to get into touch
with any interested reader in this locality
who is willing to give me a helping hand to
attain a degree of proficiency.

The formation of a local Morse Club,
or radio club, appeals to me and I should
be pleased if any readers interested would
communicate with me.—M. J. TAv¥LOR,
38, Caerphilly Road, Cardiff.

/@:' 6@054‘)77;

2 PROBLEM No. 393.
N/I.ABSHALL had an 8.G., Det. Power
reeeiver which had worked quite well
except for a rather poor tonal response. After
reading a few articles on the subject he
decided to fit a tonc-control, and he had read
that this could he included in the detector
anode circuit. He therefore obtained a
20,000-ohm resistor, and joiued this across
the detector output circpit, connedting one
end to anode and the other to earth. When
he switched on, however, it failed to function
i as he expected. Why was this? Three
I books will be awarded for the first three

b s reems g e b re
RS D a8t e t0 48100 48 ts

[per—

i correct solutions opened. Entries must be
: addressed to The Editor, PRACTICAL WIRELESS,
+ George Newnes, Ltd., Tower House, Southamp-
: ton Strect, Strand. London, W.C.2. Envelopes
must be marked Problem No. 393 in the top
left-hand corner and must be posted to reach
i this office not later than the first post on
Monday, April 1st, 1940,

O e O D

Bosoirealivs LT

Solution to Problem No, 392,

When Jackson connected up his shunt and series
resistances for his multi-meter he confused the
connections and had the voltage series resistances
across the meter, and accordingly there was very
little difference to the actual meter reading.

The following three readers successfully solved
Problem No. 391 and books have accordingly heen
forwarded to them : J. Smith, ‘* Rose Cottage,” Fisker-
ton, Notts.; G. A. Doherty, 12, Hillview Avenue,
West Kirby ; L. Smith, 17, Dryden Grove, Acocks
Green, Birmingham.
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Hali-Mark Cadet(D, LF, Pen(RC)) 16.3.35
F. J. Camm’s Silver Souvenir (HF

Pen, D (Pen), Pen) (All-Wave

Three) 13.4.35
Cameo Mldget Three (D 2 LF

(Trans)) .. —
1936 Sonotone Three-Four (HF

Pen, HF Pen, Westector, Pen) -
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Two-vaive : Blueprints, 1s. each.
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Four-valve : Blueprint, Is.
“Imp"” Portable, 4 (D, LF LF

(Pen)) .. Bes o 3 o PW86

MISOELLANEOUS

Blueprint, 1s.
8.W. Converter-Adapter (1 valve) — PW48A

.AMATEUR WIRELESS AND WIRELESS MAGAZINE

CRYSTAL SETS.
Blueprints, 6d. each,
Four-station Crystal Set .. 23.7.38  AW427
1934 Crystal Set .. 00 a0 -_ AWd444
150-mile Crystal Set 00 8.0 - AW450
STRAIGHT SETS. Battery Operated.
One-valve : Blueprint, 1s.

B.B.C. Special One-valver N. - AW387
Two-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.

Melody Ranger Two (D, Trans) — AW388
Full-volume Two (8G det, Pen) .. — AW392
Lucerne Minor (D, Pen) .. — AW426
A Modern Two-valver .. o0 — WM409
Three-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.

£5 Bs. 8.G.3 (8G, D, Trans) 0o — AW412
Lucerne Ranger (3G, D, Trans) .. — AW422
£5 58, Three: De Luxe Version

(SG, D, Trans) . 19.5.34 AW4356
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Class B Quadrndyne (2 SG D LF,
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Two-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
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Economy A.C. Two (D, Trans) A. 0. — W>M286
Unicorn A.C.-D.C. Two (D, Pen).. - WM394
Three-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each.
Home Lover’s New Ali-Electric

Three (8G, D, Trans) A.C. . — AW383
Mantovani A.C. Three (HF Pen,

D, Pen) . — WM374
£15 155, 1936 A.0. Radlogrnm

(HF, D, Pen) .. . Jan.’38  WM401
Four-valve : Blueprmts,Is. 6d. each
Al Metal Four (2 SG, D, Pen) .. July’'33 WM329
Harris’ Jubilee Radlogmm (H

Pen, D, LF, P) . May '35  WM386

SUPERHETS.

Battery Scts : Blueprints, 1s. 6d. each.
Modern Super Senior od bo — WM375
*Varsity Four o . Oct.’35 WM395
The Request All- Waver .. .. June'36  WM407
1935 Super-Five Buttery(Superhet) — WM379
Mains Sets : Blueprints, 1s. 6d. each.

Heptode Super Three A.C. MaJ 34 WM359
* W.M."” Radiogram Super A. C.. ‘WM366
PORTABLES.

Four-valve : Blueprints, 1s. 6d. each.
Hohdny Portable (SG, D, LF,
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Family Portable (HF D RC,

Trans - AW447
Two HF. Portable 2 SG D

QP21 — WM363
Tyers Portable (SG, D,2 Truns). . — WM367

SHORT-WAVE SETS,
One-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each

Battery Operated.

8.W. One-valver for America . 16.10.38  AW429
Rome Short-Waver — AW452
Two-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each
Ultra-Short Battery Two (3G, det,

en) .. L3 09 .. Feb.'36  WM402
Home-made Coil Two (D, Pen) .. — AW440
Three-valve : Blueprints, 1s, each.
World-ranger Short-wave 3 (D,

RC, Trans) - AW355
Experlmenter s 5-metre Sct (D

Trans, Super-regen) 30.6.34 AW438
The Carrier Short-waver(SG D, I’)July'35 WM390
Four-valve : Blueprints, 1s. 6d. each.

A.W. Short-wave World-beater

(HF Pen, D, RC, Trans) AW430
Empire Short-waver {(8G, D, RC

Trans; — WM313
Standar: Four—valve Short-waver

(8G, D, LF .. 22.7.39 WMS383
Superhet : Bluepnnt 1s. Gd
Simp]lﬂed Short-wave Super .. Nov. ’85 WM397

Mains Operated.
Two-valve : Blueprints, 1s. each,
Two-valve Mains Short-waver (D,

Pen) A.C. 8 LK .. 131.40 AW453
“ W.M.” Long-wave Converter ... — WM380
Three-valve : Blueprint, 1s,
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Four-valve : Blueprint, 1s. 6d.
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S.W. One-valve Converter (Price
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De Luxe Concert A:C. Electro-
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Mains Interference

‘“1 obtain my electricity from the local
supply system, the house being about
100" yards away from the overhead system.
In damp or foggy weather the cables cause
very bad interference with my all-mains
commercial receiver. The interference comes
through the mains, not the aerial, as
crackling continues when both aerial and
earth have been removed. I am told that
there is no cure for this, but if there is I
should be very grateful if you would let me
‘know what it is.””—J. S. (Lincoln).
! I 'HE fact that the trouble only occurs

in bad weather would tend to indicate

poor insulation which would give rise to
radiated interference not interference via
the mains. In that case, and bearing in
mind the proximity of the mains cables, the
removal of aerial and earth might not be
conclusive proof that the interference is not
radiated, as it could be picked up on the
actual wiring of the receiver, or even on the
loudspeaker leads. In such a case the only
effective cure is to enclose the entire
receiver in a metal box, or alternatively to
line the cabinet with thin metal foil and
earth this. If the interference is mains
borne, then a standard suppressor consist-
ing of a condenser network across the
mains input leads should prove satis-
factory. Messrs. Belling Lee can supply
suitable apparatus of this type.

Centaur Three
‘“Could you please inform me where I
can obtain coils for the Centaur Three,
they are of the Unigen type, and also the
Metaplex baseboard ?*—A. C. (Enfield).
E Unigen coils are produced by Messrs.
Wright and Weaire, of 740, High Road,
Tottenham. The Metaplex baseboard is a
Peto-Scott product.

Removing A.C. Ripple

‘¢TI should be glad if you would tell me of
an effective method of getting rid of a bad
A.C. ripple in a current. The E.M.F. is
only small and an L.F. choke does not suit.
The current goes to the filaments of some
battery valves so I must have it a lot smoother
than it is at the moment.”’—P. P. (Kenton).

N general it is not practicable to attempt

to operate the ordinary type of 2-volt

battery valves from an A.C. supply. The
thin filament responds to the slightest
variation in the supply and thus hum is
almost impossible to remove. A very high
inductanee choke would probably cut down
the ripple to negligible proportions, but a
perfectly smooth D.C. supply must be
used if you wish to obtain hum-free recep-
tion with 2-volt type valves.

Using Old Panels

‘“1 have one or two old sets at home in
which ebonite panels were employed. I
am thinking of building some new receivers
and should like to use up the old panels, but
I should not use all the holes on them. I
believe there is some material sold for filling

-up these holes and should be glad if you

could tell me its name and where to get it.”’
--S, R. (Harringay).
'HE usual material is Chatterton’s
Compound obtainable from any good
electrical dealer.  Alternatively, if the

[ "RULES I_”.l

We wish to draw the reader’s attention to the
fact that the Queries Service is intended only
for the solution of problems .or ditfieulties
arising from the construction of receivers
described in our pages, from articles appearing
in our pages, or on general wireless matters,
Weregret that we cannot, for obviousreasons—

(1) Supply circuit diagrams of complete
multi-valve receivers.

(2) Suggest alterations or modifications of
receivers described in our contem-
poraries.

(3) Suggest alterations or modifications to
commercial receivers,

(4) Answer queries over the telephone.

(5) Grant interviews to querists.

A stamped addressed envelope must be
enclosed for the reply. All sketches and
drawings which are sent to us should bear
the name and address of the sender.

Requests for Blueprints must not be enclosed
with queries as they are deait- with by a
separate department.

Send your queries to the Editor, PRACTICAL WIRELESS,

rge Newnes, Ltd., Tower Honge, Southampton Street,

§trand, London, W.0.2. The Coupor must be enclosed
with every query.

o 1 - DD |- 4 M} S M| - ) -

panels are of the polished type you could
use ordinary heel-ball. If there are many
holes, or you wish to use fresh ones which
may run close to the old ones, it may be
desirable to use a very thin piece of ebonite
on top of the existing panel and this would
avoid filling holes and yet would still give
you a thick substantial panel.

Filament Resistance
‘1 am trying to make up a smald port-
able in which I shall use ordinary 2-volt
valves, but I wish to use a large pocket-
lamp battery for the supply. This gives 3
“volts, I understand, and I should like to
know what resistance I must include in order
to drop the supply to 2 volts.””—C. V.
(Reigate).
E valves will, we assume, be con-
nected in parallel in the ordinary way.
This means that you need 2 volts at so
many milliamps to feed them, the total
current depending upon the particular
valves in use. The value of the resistance
can be calculated by dividing the difference
between the supply and the filament

voltage rating by the total filament ourrent
in amps. This may be expressed as follows :
Resistance (ohms)=
Supply volts—rated volts of the valves

Total filament current in amps.

American Valve Data
‘1 have been given an American valve
which T have been told is quite in order. I
should be glad if you could give me the
characteristics of this particular valve, the
number of which is 6E5. I do not know the
maker’s name.””—H. E. T. (Lowestoft).
. BE5 is an electron-ray or cathode-
ray tuning indicator. It is of the 6.3
volt .3 amp type.

Modulated Oscillator
‘“ When' looking through a c3talogue
recently, I saw reference to a modulated
oscillator. " Could you explain briafly what
this is and how it is dsed.”—W. S. R.
(Cardiff).
apparatus is used for receiver test
purposes and consists of some form of
oscillating valve. If a valve is made to
oscillate and the output is then connected
to the aerial-earth terminals or to any
part of the H.F. side of a receiver, the oscilla-
tion will be passed from stage to stage and
in such a form it is suitable for testing the
noise level in a receiver and several other
factors. It is useless, however, for ganging
or lining-up purposes, and also for testing
the L.F. sections of a receiver. Accordingly,
some form of modulation has to be employed
and this breaks up the valve oscillation so
that an audible, or L.F., note is obtained.
It is possible to make an oscillator self-
modulating. .

REPLIES IN BRIEF

The following replies to queries are given in
ab'breviatre;ilform either because of non-compliance
wibh our rules, or because the point raised 3s not of
general interest.

i
|
|
]

F. H. (Musselburgh). The component mentioned was
a special wave-trap device designed for a periodicul
not now on the market, and we regret that we have no
details of the special receiver, and therefore cannot
assist you in obtaining working results.

E. W, (Radford). You cannot ecombine the units
and we have no details of the outputs of them now
available. The makers may still be able to assist you.

J. A.C.(Tottenham). The book will be issued in due
course. It is not yet ready.

R. G. (Plymouth). The set was the A.C. Leader 3,
and a blueprint is still available, number PW.35C.
Details were reprinted in our issue dated January 7th,
1939, but the original numbers are now out of print.

V. S. (Birmingham). As the set is an American
commereial model we think it destrable for vou to get
into touch with Webb’s Radio who may be able to
replace the faulty part and suggest the cause of the
other trouble.

H. H. R. (Liverpool, 18). The device is merely a
standard sensitive receiver with a frame aerial. Two
separate readings are necessary to obtain a true
direction.

R. C. (Moorgate).
regarding the coils.

J. R. (Clacton). At least 66 volts would be required.
You might obtain oscillation @own to 36 volts, bat it is
doubtful.

K. E. R. (Bedford). The second valve cannot be
connected in push-pull owing to its totally different
characteristics, Both valves must be as nearly alike
as possible.

We have no details now available

— - P D - | )

The coupon on page iii of cover
must be attached to every query.

X INVISIBLE

THE ONE AERIAL FOR THE MODERN SET 4

Neat
Efficient

AERIAL

PiX, LONDON, S.W.4.

Blends with furnishings
Self-Adhesive

=

I:;ouble Length 3/6
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Test Benc

H ome-made Dials

ANY home-made receivers or tems
of test equipment are often marved
so far as concerns their final appearance
by amateurish-looking dials. Rough
markings on thick paper never look well,
and it is worth while spending a little
time in gelting a really good-looking scale
or dial and some of the jfollowing ideas
may be turned to account in this direction.
Pholographic prints may be made in very
good black and while from celluloid pro-
tractors or similar scales, or from well-
drawn or typed figures or letters on thin
white paper. It may also be possible in
some cases to cut out letters and numbers
from magazines or periodicals printed on
art paper, and thus to build up quite a
presentable scale.

D.C. Supply-
WHEN changing from an A.C. supply
to a D.C. supply some experi-
menlers experience a difficulty in knowing
how to adapt the mains unit or mains
section of a receiver. In general all that
ts normally required is to cut out the
reclifying portion. This leaves the
smoothing section consisting of a choke and
two condensers (one on each side of the
choke). The choke must be left in circuit
to provide smoothing for the D.C. mains
which are not generally smooth enough to
permit of their' use without some such
device.  The only point to "be watched is
that the receiver or mains section was not
previously designed to have an output in
excess of 250 volts.  Accumulators should
of course, have to be used for the heaters.

NEW APPLICATIONS OF THE

HEPTODE
(Continued from page 56.)

Modifications

The detector amplifies the I.F. carrier
amplitude of A.V.C. action in Fig. 1. Itis
also possible to derive A.V.C. bias from a
resistor 20 connected between the low
potential end of input circuit 3 and the
earthed cathode. This is shown in Fig. 2.
An LF. by-pass condenser 21 is connected
across the resistor 20. Upon the electrodes
7-8 assuming a positive potential, current
flows through resistor 20 developing & direct
current voltage across it for use as A.V.C.
bias. The electrode 11 is left free in such
case. Otherwise the detector circuit
functions as in Fig. 1.

The arrangement in Fig. 3 differs from
that in Fig. ol only in that the L.F. carrier
energy is applied to diode anode 11 through
condenser 16!. The latter is connected
between the high potential side of input
cireuit 3, and the anode 11. The detcctor
opelatlon is otherwise the same as explained
-previously in connection with Fig. 1.

These circuits were developed in the
R.C.A. Laboratories.

Classified Advertisements

ADVERTISEMENTS are accepted for these columns
at the rate of 2d. per word (winimum charge 2/-
each paragraph). Series discounts of 5 per cent. for 13,
10 per cent. for 26 and 15 per cent. for 52 msertions
are allowed. All advertispments must be prepaid.
EACH paragraph will commence with the first word
printed in bold face capitals. Additional words in
bold face capitals are charged at 4d. per word.

ALL communications should be addressed to the
Advertisement Manager, * Practical Wireless,” Tower
House, Southampton Street, London, W.C.2.

CABINETS

A GCABINET for Every Radio Purpose. Surplus
Cabinets from noted makers under cost of manu-
facture. Radiogram Cabinets from 30/-. Undrilled
table, console aud loudspeaker cabinets from 4/6.
Inspection invited.

H. L. SMITH AND €O, LTD., 289, Edgware Road,
W.2. Tel.: Pad. 5891.

LITERATURE

NEW Edition. American Amateur Relay League
Handbook. 500 pages of up-to-the-minute technical
information, 7/- post free. 1940 Jones Handbook ;
approximately 700 pages dealing with every aspect of
Short-wave Radio, 8](‘», post free.—Webb's Radio, 14,
Soho St., London, W.1. 'Phone: Gerrard 2089.

LOUDSPEAKER REPAIRS

LOUDSPEAKER repairs, British, American, any
make. 24-hour service, moderate prices.—Sinclair
Speakers, Puiteney Terrace, Copenhagen Street,
London, N.1. A

REPAIRS to moving coll speakers. Cones/coils
fitted or rewound. Fields altered or wound. Price
quoted, including eliminators. Pick-ups and speake”
transformers rewound, 4/6. Trade invited. Guaranteed
satisfaction. Prompt service.

L.S. Repair Service, 5, Balham Grove, London, 8. W.12.
Battersea 1321.

MORSE EQUIPMENT

FULL range of Transmitting Keys, Practice Sets,
Osclllators, Recorders and other Radio Tele%l{aph
Apparatus, desngned and manufactured by
McElroy, World’s Champion Telegraphist. ‘Sole dis-
tributors: Webb's Radio, 14, Soho Street, London,
W.1. ’'Phone: Gerrard. 2089.

MORSE TRAINING

WIRELESS Code Courses. “ Book of Facts > Free.—
(‘}‘gt(l:dlger System Co. (L.O.), 121, Kingsway, London,

NEW CHASSIS

ARMSTRONG C€O. recommending the following
economically priced Radio Chassis for good quallty
reproduction.

ARMSTRONG Model AWS38.—8-valve All-wave
Radio-gram chassis, incorporating the latest circuit,
including 6 watts push-pull output. Price £8/8/0 +
59% war increase.

Armstrong Co. have many other models of equal
interest, please write for catalogue.

Anustromz Mapufacturing Co., Warlters Rd., Holloway,
London, N.5.

NEW LOUDSPEAKERS

3,000 Speakers, P.M. and energised 4in. to 14in., in-
cluding sevéral Epoch 18in. — Sinclair Speakers,.
“Pulteney Terrace, Copenhagen Street, London, N.1.

RADIO MAP AND GLOBE

WEBB’'S Radio Map of the World enables you to
locate any station heard. Size 40" by 30" 2 colour heavy
Art Paper, 4/6. Limited supply on Linen, 10/G.
WEBB’S Radio Globe—superb 12" full-colour
model. Radio prefixes, zones, etc.
mount. Post Paid, 27 6.—Webb’s Radlo, 14, Soho
Street, London, W.1 Phoue Gerrard 2089.

RECEIVERS AND COMPONENTS

LONDON Central Radio Stores, 23, Lisle Street, W.C.2.
Gerrard 2069.

Multi-contact Selector Switches, 12/6.

EX-G.P.0. Multi-contact Relays for Automatic
Tuning, etc. Superlor Models complet/e with Contacts,
3/6 and 4/6. Huge Selection and Bargains for Callers.
LONDON Central Radio Stores, 23, Lisie Street, W.C.2,
Ererrard 2969.

Heavy oxydised .
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RECEIVERS AND COMPONENTS

RADIO CLEARANGE, LTD., 63, High Holhorn, l.ondo;\,
W.C.1. TELEPHONE : HOLborn 4631.
GOMPLETE KIT of parts to build Lissen Hi Q Battery
Short-wave receiver. 5-91 metres switched. Brand
new goods boxed, with ecircuit and instructions.

Listed, £4/15/-. Our price, £1/19/11 less valves.
ALL-WAVE super-het, chassis, 6 valve A.C. Latest
Mullard valves: T.H.4.B, V.P.4.B., T.D.D.4, Pen
Ad, LW, 4/350v, Ranges Short-vune '16-48
metres. Med.-wave, 200-5860 metres. Lon.g-wave,
800-2,200 metres. Size of Chassis: 144" long, 74"
deep. Height overall, 84”. Controls tuning at side,
volume on/off at side, wave change. Provision for
pick-up. mplete with valves and knobs, £4/17/6.
Special speaker, 1,600 ohms field, 16/6 cach.

L.F. transformer. Lissen Hi Q. Ratio 3-1. High
grade, boxed. List 6/-, Our price, 2/3 each.

H.F. choke. Lissen Hi Q. Compact disc type with
feet. Boxed. Llst, 2/6. Our price, 6d. each.
ULTRA-SHORT and short-wave choke. Lissen Hi Q.
Inductance 100 microhenries. Boxed. List, 2/-.
Our price, 1/- each.

ULTRA-SHORT and short-wave double-wound low-
resistance choke. Lissen Hl Q. Registance less than
.05 ohms. Boxed. List, 2/6. Our price, 1/3 each.
LOW-LOSS Ceramic valve-holders. Lissen Hi Q.
Bms}c‘: -board and chassis. 5- and 7-pin., 10d. and I/-
each.

DECIMAL dial and slow-motion drive. Lissen Hi Q.
Finest short-wave dial made. Hour and minute hand
type. Divided into 1,000 divisions. List, 12/6.
Our price, §/11 each.

MANSBRIDGE f®ype condensers, Lissen
250 D.C. working. Moulded case with feet.
and 1 mfd., 6d. each.

ROTARY coll unit., Lissen Hi Q. Four-band from
4.8-91 metres, can be selected by a turn of the knob,
With circuit. Boxed. List, 15/6. Our price, 6/11,
LOW-LOSS short-wave variable condensers. Ceramic
insulation. Brass vanes. Lissen Hi Q. Minimum
capacity 5 micro-micro farads. Two types. Boxed,
with knobs. 160 m.mfd. List, 7/6. Our price,
3/6each. 20m.mfd. List, 5/6. Our price, 2/11 each.
MICA condensers, Lissen. New. Boxed. All useful
sizes, OUR selection. 1/3 per dozen.
SPEAKER cabiuets, finished black rexine.
face. Metal grille. Size 84" x 9{” x 44",
SCREENED 3-way flexible, 4 yards for 1/6.
MEDIUM- and long-wave coil units, with valve-holders
and sundry resistances, 8d. each. (No circuit.)

Hi Q.
.1 mfd.

Circular
4/6 each.

MIXED tubulars, wire-ends, OUR selection, 2/¢
per dozen.
4-PIN base-board valve-holders. Lissen. 2 for 3d.

4-1 L.F. transformers. Lissen. Boxed. 2/6 each.
CONE speaker uuit. Lissen. Complete with reed
and chuck. Boxed. 1/- each.
SPAGHETT]I resistances. Lissen.
OUR selection, 1/3 doz.

4-PIN valve ndnpters Lissen. 6d. each. .
PUSH-PULL switches, Lissen. 2-point, 4d.
3-polnt, 6d. each.

RICE-KELLOGG SENIOR 12° moving-coll speakers,
20 watts. Field 1,000 ohms. 11 chms speech coil,
Without speech transformer 32/6 each. With trans.
former tapped 3,000 ohms and 7,000 ohms, 35/~ each,
GRAMPIAN10" 10-watt, 2,500 ohmsenergised speakers,
Heavy cast frame, 15/- each. With heavy-duty
pentode speech transformer, 17/6 each.
HEAVY-DUTY speech transformers. Pentode match.
ing, 2/11 each.

2-GAMNG straight condensers.
Ditto, 3-gang, 2/~ each
ROLA P.M. speakers,
pentode transformer. Boxed. 14/6 each.
CLOCK-FACED dials. 5” x 31*. With printed 3-wave
scale. Ox-copper escutcheons and glass, 3/6 each,
Ditto, less escutcheon, 2/6 cach.
HORIZONTAL dials, with plain scale.
pointer, 1/~ each.

FILAMENT transformers, input 200-250v.,
4v. 4 amps., 4v. 6 amps., 4/11 each.
MAINS transformers, Plessey. 350-0-350v., 90 m.a.,
4v., 2.5 amps., 4v., 6 amps., 8/6 each.

fAAINS transformers. G.E.C. American windings,
350-0-350v., 65 m.a., 6v. 2 amps., 6.3v. 2.5 amps.
Suitable for replacements in G.E.C. models, 5/6 each.
MAINS transformers. Wearite. Type R.C1,
260-0-250v., 80 m.a., 4v. 2.5 amps., 4v. 4 amps., 9/11
each, Type R.C.2, 350-0- 350v., 120 m.a,, 4v. 2.5 am

4v. 4 amps., 12/6 each. 'Iype R.C.3, 350-0-350v. 150
m.a., 4v. 2.5 amps, 4v. 2 amps., 4v. 5 amps., 15/= each,
Type R.C.4, 500-0-500v. 150 m.a., 4v. 2 amps., 4v.
2 amps.,, 4v.2.6 amps, 4v. 5.6 amps., 21/~ each,
All the above centrc-tapped windings. Type R.C.5,
100-watt auto transformer, 100-110v., 200-250v.,
reversible, 12/6 each. Type R.C.B., 360-0-350v. 80
m.a., 5v. 2 amps., 6.3v. 5 anips., 6/11 each. All trans-
formers 200-250v. tapped primaries.

CHASSIS mounting valve-holders, American 4-5-6-
and 7-pin. 4d. each. Octals, 6d. each. Loctals, 10d,
each. 7-pin English type 3d. each.

1 WATT resistances, Polar N.8.F, 4d. each, 3/9 dozen.
All sizes up to 2 meg.

WEARITE 110 k/c¢ I.F. transformers, 1/~ each.

(Continued on page iii, col. 1.)

Many useful sizes,

each.

Plessey. 1/6 each.

Latest type 73" cone with

74”7 x 3}” and

output
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RECEIVERS AND COMPONENTS

(Continued from page 60.)

VOLUME contruls. American C.T.S., finest made,
divided spindles. Length, 21*. With switch. 2,000,

,000, 10,000, 25,000, 100 ,000, 250,000, 500,000, and
1 meg., 2/6 e(wh Wire wound, 5 watt (less swntch),
2,0%0 0,000 10,000, 20,000, and 25,000 ohms, 2/-
each.
24 lI:YFD. can type, electrolytics, 450v, working, 1/-
each.
B.I. wire-end type bias electrolytics. 50 mfd., 12v,
1.6 each; 50 mfd., 50v, 2/- each
TUBULAR “ire-end non-lnductxve paper condensers,
All sizes up to 0.1, 5d. each, 4/9 dozen.
ENERGISED speakers Plessey 6” cone, 1,500 ohms
Heul. 511 each
BATTERY output pentode valves. Well-known make.

311 each.
BATTERY double diode triode. Well-known make.
3/6 each
ROTAIIY converters, 6v. and 12v., D.C. input, output
240v. 40 m.a. Complete with smoothmg and suppres-
sion. State voltage when ordering. To clear 15/- each.
RAYTHEON first-grade valves. Largest stockists,
all types in stock, Including glass series, glass octal
scries, metal series, bantom series, single-ended series,
and 1esxstnnce tubes all at most competitive prices :
send for valve lists. All orders must include suffieient
postage to cover. Hours of buslness: 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
weekdays., Saturday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Please write
your address in block letters.
RADIO CLEARANCE, LTD,, 63, High Holborn, London,

W.C.1. TELEPHONE : HOLborn 4631.

SOUTHERN Radlo’s Bargains.

ALL Guaranteed. Postage Extra.

5/- Parcel of useful Components, comprising Con-
deusers, Resistances, Volume Controls, Wire, Circuits,
ete. Value 25/-. 5/- per parcel.

18/= Service Man's Component Kit. Electrolytic
Condensers, Volume Controls, Resistances, Tubular,
Mica, Paper Condensers, Valve Holders, etc. 120
articles contained in strong carrying case, 9° x 7° x

15/- the Kit.

28/~ Small Trader's Parcel of Components. 150
Articles comprising all types Condensers, Valve
Holders, Resistances, Chokes, Coils, Wire, etc. Vilue
85/-. 21/- the panel.

5/- 100 Wire-end Resistances, assorted capacities.
4 and 1 watt, 8/- per 100,

ORMOND Loud-speaker Units, 2/6; Crystal Sets,
5/6; Westectors Type W2, 2/6; Crystal Detectors,
2/-; Crystals, 6d.; Marconi V24 Valves, 0d.

2/= Tool or Instrument Carrying Cases, ex Govern-
ment Stock ; Wood, 9° x 7 x 77, 2/-.

souTHERN Radio, 46, Lisle Street, London, W.C.
Gerrard 6653,

VAUXHALL.—AIll goods previously advertised are
still avaiiable; send now for latest price list, free.—
Vauxhall Ttilitles, 163a, Strand, W.C.2.

5/- Bargain parcel comprising Speaker Cabinet, 2
Priiled Chassis, condensers, resistances and many
other useful components. Worth £2. Limited
number. Postage 1/-—Bakers Sethurst Radio, 75,
Suseex Road, South Croydon.

SCRAP your H.T. battery with Mallory vibrator
converter, 12v., 150v.,, 30 m.a., 18/9; listed £5/5/0.
Or. Genemotor, 12v., 250v., 50 m.a., 25/-. Postage
1/3—Aeronautical Radio, 47, River Road, Little-
hampton.

COULPHONE Radio, 22, Grimshaw Lane, Ormsklrk.
Collaro A.C. Motors, 12”7 turntable, 27/¢; with pick-
up, 42/6. Rola G.12 cnergised spenkers 52/0. M.
G63/-. Brand new goods. 1id. stamp list.

THE largest range of Radio and small Electrical
Switches and everything for discerning amateurs,
experimenters and dealers. Standardised by leadlng
Wireless Manufacturers—Bulgin, Barking,

P o

FREE ADVICE BUREAU

COUPON

This coupon is avaflable until April 6th,
1040, and must Occompany all Queries and
Hints.

PRACTICAL WIRELESS, 30/3/1040.
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PREMIER

RADIO

Special Offer of Record Auto-Changer Units for
A_C, Mains by famous manufacturer. Play 8
records. Latest type Magnetic Piek-up, Auto-
stop, -Start and Rejector. Limited namber only
at £4,19/6, Carriage Paid.

Specual Offer of Dual Range Screened Coils
by well-known wanufacturer. Aerial or H.F.
coil. Accurately matched suitable Band-Pass.
Medium- and long-wave operation. Complete
with full diagrams, 29 each,

PREMIER SHORT-WAVE KITS
for OVERSEAS NEWS

Metres without cofl changing. Each Kit is complete
with all components, diagrams, and 2-volt valves.
3-Band 5.W. 1-Valve Kit, 14/9. 3-Band S.W. 2-
Valve Kit, 22/6.

DE LUXE S.W. KITS
Complete to the last detail, including all Valves and
coils, wirlng dlagrams and lucid instructions for
building and working. Each Kit is supplied with a
steel Chassis and Panel and uses plug-in Coils to
tune from 13 to 170 metres.

1 Valve Short-Wave Receiver or Adaptor Kit 20/
1 Valve Short-Wave Superhet Converter Kit 23/—
1 Valve Short-Wave A.C. Superhet converter

Kit 26/3
2 Vatve Short-Wave Receiver Kit . 29/
3 Valve Short-Wave Screen Grid and Pentode

Kit
REPLAGEMENT VALVES FOR AI.I. SETS
UROPA MAINS VALVES. 4 v, A.C. Types,

A.C./k., A.C./S.G., A.C./V.-M.S.G.,
P . A.C./V.H.P. (5-pin), all 5/3 each.
.P., A.C./V.R.P. (7T-pin), T/6 ; A.C./Pens-
6; A.C./P.X.4, T3 ; Oct. Freq. Changers,
8/6 Double Diode Tnodes, 7/6; 350 v.
Recl . 56 ;500 v. F. W. Rect., 6/6 ; 13 v..2 amps.
Gen. Purpose Triodes, 5/6 ; #.F. Pens and Var.-
Mu H.F. Pen., Double |ode Triodes, Oct. Freq.
Changerl:, 7/6 each. Full and Hatf-wave Rectifiers,

66 eac
TRIAD HIGH-GRADE U.S.A. VALVES, all t)pes
in stock. Standard tubes, 5/6 each. Octal Ba
tubes, 6/6 each.
PREMIER BATTERY CHARGERS for A.C.
Mains. Westinghouse Rectification complete and
ready for use. To charge 2 volts at } amp., 11/9;
6 volts at } amp., 19/-; 6 volts at 1 amp., 22/6 ;
12 volts at 1 amp., 24,6 6 volts at 2 amps., 31/6.
GRAMOPHONE MOTORS and
PICK-UPS
Gollaro A.C. Gramophone Motors

100-250 v. 12in. turntable Auto-stop.

Hum-free. i J .. 35/—
A.C./D.C. Model 0 .. 52/6

Cotlaro A.C. Gramophone “Unit

Compietc motor .md pk-k up Auto-stop

and start o5 .. 52/8
A.C./D.C. Model . .. 718
Premier Pnck-up Heads
Will fit any fone-arm .. 553

ANOTHER SPECIAL OFFER
Piezo Xtal Pick-ups

With arm. Famous make. Qutput 1.7 v.

Response 40-8,000 cxcles .. e D
MOYING COIL SPEAKERS. All complete wlth
Output Transformer. Rola 6in. P.M.s, 12/6:
sin. P.M.’s, 16/6 ; 10in. P.M.’s, 22/6 ; G12 P.M’s,
66’-. Energised Models. Plessey, Sln 2,500 or
7,500 ohm field, 7/6; 730 ohm fleld, 7/6 ;s G12
Energised, 59/6.
PREMIER Short-Wave Condensers all-brass
construction, with Trolitul insulation. 15 munf.,
1/9; 25 mmf, 1,10; 40 mmf, 2/-; 100 mmf,
2/3; 160 mmf. 27 250 mmf., 2/11.
PREMIER SHORT-WAVE COILS, 4- and 6-pin
types, 13-26, 22-17, 41-49, 78-170 mctrea 2/- each,
with circuit, Special set of S.W, Colls 14- 150
metres, 4/9 set, with circuit. Premier 3-band
S.W. coil, 11-25, 19-43, 38-8¢ metres. Suitable
any type clrcult 211,
C ormers, 4- and 6-pin, plain or threaded,
1/2 eaeh,
UTILITY Micro Cursor Dials.  Direct and 100: 1
Ratios, 4/3.
Jelty Type High Vollage Condensers, 1mf. 3,000 v.
working, 7/6 each.
Orders ,/. aml over sent Post Free. Under 5-
please add 6d. postage.

YOU MUST HAVE A
PREMIER 1940 CATALOGUE

111 PAGES - - PRIGE 6d,
GET YOUR COPY TO-DAY!

ALL POST ORDERS TO : Jubilee Works, 167,
Lower Clapton Road, London, E.5. Ambherst 4723
CGALLERS TO : Jubilee Works, or our NEW

PREMISES, 169, FLEET STREET, E.C.4.
Central 2833
or 50, High Street, Clapham, S.W .4, Macaulay 2381

Incorporating the Premier 3-Band S.W. Coil, 11-86 |

) Y 'd

RECEIVERS AND COMPONENTS

»
ELECTRIC Light Check Meters, for sub-lettings
garages, etc. 200/250 v., 50 cy. 1-ph. supply 3, 10,
or 20 amps., 8/- each, Jﬁost 1/-.

EX-G.P.0. Glass I‘op elays, Bype B, Usefnl as
Keying Relays, 5/- each, postﬁd Also a few only that
nee«ia points, which are easily fitted, 2/6 each. P[F.
STANDARD Telephone Bell Wire, all brand new,
150-yd. coils, twin 22 gzmge, 4/, post 9d. ; 250-yd.
coils, single 138 ;mnze, post 1/~ ‘iﬂo-yd coils,
single 22 gauge, 3/-, post

SILVERTOWN Horlmmnl Galvnnumeten, jewelled
movernents, 5/- each, post 6d.

MULTI-CONTACT Relms, Ex-G.P.O.,, as used in
automatic exchange, coundition as new, =mall size,
suitable for automatic tuning for press-button control,
heavy piatinoid contacts, 28, post 3d.; 2 for 4,
post 6d. ; 3 fer 6/-, post éd.

WESTON (501) and E. Turner (909), 2* Dlnl Moving-
Coil Milliampmeters, as new. 0 to 5 mfa, 17/6,
(1)5t/o 25cl|:)/n., 16/6 ; 0 to 50 m/a., 15/-; 0-to 230 m/a.,

- each.

TRUVOCE Public Address Hern Speaker Units, 15
ohins speech coil, 6v. field, 15/-, post 6d

A.C. Repulsion motor, }h s 2,800 ‘revs., double-
headed spindie, reverslble, 110—25()v 50 cycles, single
lmse, £3/5/-, carriage forward.

TUART TURNER 2{ h.p. Portable Eugine, petrol,
flat twin, air-cooled, complete with all accessories, in
good coudition, £1/10/ carriage forward,

Terms : Cash with Order.
ALL GOODS SENT ON THREE DAYS' APPROVAL
AGAINST CASH. .
GALPIN’S ELECTRICAL STORES, 75, Lee High Rd.,
Lewisham, London, S.E.13. Telephone : Lee Green 5240

SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES

R.S.G.B. reduced war-time subscriptions. Details
and current issme “T. and R, Bulletin,” 1s8.—16,
Ashiridge Gardens, London, N.13.

SHORT-WAVE EQUIPMENT

““ H.A.C.”” one-valve Short-wave Reeciver, famous
for over 5 years, now available in kit form ; oomulete
kit of precision components, accessories, fnll Instruc-
tions, 12/6, post 6d., no soldering necessary ; descrip-
tive folder free on request.—A. L. B:lcchus 109,
Hartington Road, 8.W .8,

External Speakey
CONTROL PANELS

Controls both
Internal and Ex-
ternal speakers
by slight angu-
lar movement
of plug.

ELIX *

British Mechanical Productions, Ltd.
1, Church Rd., Leatherhicad, Surrey

This unique Handbook
sbhows the easy way 1o
secure A.M.I.C.E.

AMIMeehE A.Ml!:n.
AMIAE., M.I.W.T.,
AMIRE,, and slmlhr qualmca

tions. WE GUARANTEE-“NO PA
FEE."” Details are given of over 150 Diplonn
Courses in all branches of Civil, Mech. Elec.,
Motor, Aero, Radio and Television En.
glneering. Building, Government Employ-
ment, etc, Write for this eniightening Handbook

to-day PREE and post free

British Justitute of Engineering Technology,
409, Shakespeare House. 17. 18, 19, Stratford PI.. W.

THE INSTITUTION OF RADIO ENGINEERS
Conducied by
THE INCORPORATED INSTITUTION OF
RADIO EXGINEERS LTD.

PROFESSIONAL EXAMINATION

The next examination of the Institution will be held in
London and Manchester on the 17th and 18th April, 1940,
All particulars and application forms can be obtained
gratis from The Seug.- ary,

393/5, Bury New Road. Manchester 7.




The Principles of Parachutes

FASCINATING FACTS
ABOUT THE MODERN
LIFEBELTS OF THE AIR

Ever since the first parachutist, sick and dizzy from
his 2,000ft. descent, reached earth safely in 1797,
man has been improving the modern lifebelt of the air.
A most interesting article in the Apr.l PRACTICAL
MECHANICS tells how the stability of the modern
parachute has been obtained, describes the sensations
of making a ‘ delayed’ drop, explains the technique
of a parachute descent, and reveals science’s latest
wonder—the aeroplane weighing 1,800lbs. which was
safely dropped by parachute!

Diagrams showing how the
“ pilot >’ chute, and inain
parachute, are released from
an aeroplane by compres§ed air.

TENSION ON CABLE. AUTOMATICALLY,

RELEASES PILOT PARACHUTE FROM
CONTAINER AND OPERATES' EJECTOR
MECHANISM OF MAIN PARACHUTE

\
MAIN PARACHUTE. 1S
EJECTED BY COMPRESSED
AIR AND PULLED CLEAR
OF SUIP STREAM BY PILOT
'CHUTF

COMPRESSED AIR APPARATUS
FOR FIRING PILOT 'CHUTE
CONTAINER FROM AEROPLANE

Other Special Contents of the April PRACTICAL
MECHANICS include :
SIMPLE EPISCOPES

Artist’s impression of a combined ** pilot ** chute, and main parachute, Constructional details of two easily-made
fully inflated after being released from a t win-engined monoplane. projectors

MODERN EXPLOSIVES

] y How Nitrogen, the ‘ explosive’ element
I n th e A p ri l makes mo’dern warfare possible

SOAP-MAKING AT HOME
SIMPLE PHOTOMICROGRAPHY
CHEMISTRY FOR BEGINNERS
THE VICKERS ARMSTRONG
WELLINGTON
L. HOLLAND’S WATER DEFENCES
How they were built
!

The Magazine of Modern Marvels.

&

Order a copy from your

newsagent to-day,

George Newnes, Lid.
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