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ROTATING RESISTANCE CAL-
CULATOR,

"ALL=BRITISH

CONDENSERS®

ASK YOUR DEALER

If you bave any diffiendty in obtain-
ing o iopy of ‘this book, fill in the
coupon ard post to us with six
pemmy stanips. We will send you a
copy by retury.

SET

-ANY SET

off the
ELECTRIC
LIGHT

In the new T.C.C. Book, * The Design
and Construction of Radio Power
Units,” complete details arc given how
to construct four really efficient A.C.
Power Units with one or other of
which you can once and for all dispense
with costly and inecfhcient bancricsT
u can supply your Set comtinuously
igth adequate power. This book also
tells how to climinate mterference. For
D.C. usess there is also valuable dataon
D.C. apparatus. And there is also a
proctical Rotary Resistance Calculator.
Ask your dealer for a copy to-day.

COUPCN
To Publicity Dept.. The Telegraph Condenser Co

awclase gox penmy sigmps lo corer cost and postsge
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QUALITY

Produces

EFFICIENCY

TESTED BEFORE DESPATCH

The original BECOL ebonite low loss formers are thoroughly
reliable. They are used in all parts of the world. Look for
the BECOL trade mark. Ask your dealer. If unable to
supply, write direct. Send mnow, enclosing 6d. (post free)
for mp-to-date handbook of tuning coils for DUAL RANGE,
BANDPASS, and SUPER-HET. circuits.  Fully illustrated
with data. A very interesting handbook.

RODS, SHEET, TUBES., PANELS
The BRITISH EBONITE Co., Ltd.,
Hanwell, London, w.7

GANGED = CONDENSERS ?

No nced to buy exgen-
stve ‘ganged  conden-
This device
enables you ‘to ntilize
any existing conZenzers.

WHY BUY

sers.

¥You can. ganz them
yourself: full instruc-
tions suppliel. From
all dealers, or direct
from the

manufac- 2 , 6
turers.

BRITISH GENERAL
MANUFACTURING CO,, LTD.,

Brockley Works, London, S.E.4,

OUTSIDE AERIAL—
YET INVISIBLE!

Jast &magine listening in on an Aerial actually in the
roem, vet you cannot see it! Like Radio itsclf—
avisible. Getting the same recepticn &s on an
outside Aerial, without unsightly poles, leed-in tubes,
insulators, loose wires. Every modern set nceds an
Invisible Aerial.

NO WIRES. No danger from lightning, reduces
Static nterferences and increases selectivity | WHAT
ANLAERIAL ! Just a 30ft. roll of narrow adhesive tepe
which you press around the room below the picture
rail, wainscoting, carpet, or up the staircase=in fact,
anywhere. Pull the end and it's down and leaves no mark.

IDEAL FOR USE IN FLATS.

Being in the form of
A narrow Self‘adhe"
sive strip 30ft. in
length, can be fixed
anywhere in a
moment without

POST FREE
tools.

Or trom your Deales,
Double Length, 3/8
THE BRITISH P#X
COMPANY, LTD,
(Dept. 362),
118-28, Southwark Strect,
London, S,E.L

Y

A3 GOOD = A3 AN OUTSIDE AERIAL/
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The Igranic type D. 9 Permanent Magnet
Loudspeaker is outstanding in a class of its
own—for low price and. amazmg performance
Tone—volume—purlty and sensitivity, absence
of “drumming" on the bass notes—all these
factors are due to the patentcd Magnet
construction.

Use it with a 2-valve Domestic Receiver or a
large Radio-gramophone—you will ind no
deterioration of the quality or of the volume.
Ask your deeler for a demonstration —
hearingis beheving.

D
Vi A it NEW TYPE PERMANENT MAGNET
B T MOVING COIL LOUD-SPEAKER

T -

/T AT YOUR DEALERS N'Owl

CV8—47
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HOW COSSOR ENSURES

"UNIF

MICA BRIDGE

The Mica Bridge principie is used in all
Cossor Valves. It locks the eiements rigidiy
In alignment and ensures absolute uniformity
of characeeristics.

Nao chicker than a halr yet strong as sceel,
the Cossor Filament |s exceptionally robust.
Y glves the huge emissiun necessary for high
efficiency.

S d to elimi emaATad

i ages
of welding and mounted upon two stout
suppores, the Cossor Grid i a triumph of
valve constryction,

In certain types of valves more than one grid™
is necessary. The Mica Bridge secures the
grids in perfect alignment, Individual move-
ment is impossible.

3% GRID =

The valve lllustrated Is a Cossar Pentode and
uses three grids. The chi grid is also
nigidly secured in permanent alignment by
the Mica Bridge.

The Cossor anode, ribbed for strength,
further supports the whole assembly, an
forms no less than eight anchorages for the
Hica Bridge.

MICA BRIDGE

“The second Mica Bridge secures the Inwer’
end of the elements. All Cossor mulel-grid
and A.C. Mains Valves are fitted with doublaj
Hica Bridges.

. L / l/
. 1 i) [ BN
7/
. @f;

\&al

Send for a free copy of the 40-page Cossor
Valve and Wireless Book which contains
a wealth of interesting and useful in-
formation including Radio Definitions —
Useful Circults—List of Stations, etc., et
Please use the Coupon,

To A. C. COSSOR LTD., Melody Dept., Highbury Grove, London, N.5.

Please send me, free of charge, a copy of the 40-page
Cossor Valve and Wireless Book B.17.

Name Pl

Address
PRAC. 7/i/33

ORMITY

CHARACTERISTICS

The characteristics of a valve:

are determined by the
spacing of its elements. To

ensure uniformity its elements

must be spaced with absolute
accuracy. “In a complicated
structure such as the up-to-
date valve the aftainment of
this accuracy is a difficult
problem. But it is a problem
that has been solved. The de-
velopment of the Mica Bridge
principle by Cossor engineers
has made possible a hitherto
unheard of precision in
mounting the elements. The
Mica Bridge principle ‘is now
applied to all Caossor Valves
and, because it secures the
elements in permanent align-
ment, it ensures absolute
uniformity of characteristics.

- Cossor

VALVES

A, C. Cossor Ltd., Highbury Grove, London, N.5.
Bristol, Glasgow, Leeds, Liverpool,

Cardiff and Dublin.

Manchester, Newcastle, Sheffield, Boe

Depots at Birmingham,

ast,
2165
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See page 766

British Empire Broadeasting from Daventry
5SW, the short-wave transmitter at
Chelmsford, closed down on December
17th. On December 19th, the British
Empire Broadcasting Station at Daventry
took over a regular service to the British
Dominions and Colonies overseas. The
transmissions are made daily (Sundays in-
cluded) at the following times: GSD,
25.53 m. (11,750 ke/s), to the Australian |
Zone, from G.M.T. 9.30 to 11.30 a.m.;
GSE, 25.3 m. (11,865 kc/s), to the Indian
Zone, from 2.30 to 4.30 p.m. ; GSA, 49.6m.
(6,050 ke/s) to the African Zone from 6 to
8 p.m.; to West African Zone, from 8.30
to 10.30 p.m., and to Canada, from 1 to 3
a.m. Simultaneous broadeasts of each
transmission are also made through GSC,
on 31.3 m. (9,505 kc/s).

Site for the 100 kW. B.B.C. Station
HE new 100 kilowatter, which is
to replace the present Daventry
National and Midland Regional trans-
mitters, will probably be erected at
Wychbold, near Droitwich. The site
is about forty miles west of Daventry.
It is not expected to bring the station
into operation before 1934.

Radio Safeguards for Colliery Workers
XPERIMENTS' with wireless in-
stallations are being carried out
at several pits in the Yorkshire coal-
fields, with a view to establishing con-
nection between the workers under-
round and the engineering staff at
the top of the shaft. During the tests
made it was found possible to transmit
messages to various points of the mine
and to, broadecast warnings by loud-
speakers. Attempts will now be made to
establish a two-way communication.

Relays of the Austrian Programmes

HE Vienna broadcasts are relayed by

an experimental station operating on

1,250 metres (240 kefs) every Monday,
Wednesday . and Friday, from 6 p.m.
G.M.T. onwards. On Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, between 1.30 and 9 p.m. G.M.T.;
these programmes are also broadcast
through the short-wave station UOR2, on
49.4 metres (6,070 kefs).

New Station in Hungary
NE of the three recently constructed
relay stations to take the Budapest
programmes is now on the oir ; it is that of
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Nyireghaza, which, with a power of 6 kilo-
watts, broadcasts daily on 267.6 metres
(1,120.9 ke/s).

China Calling !
HE Nanking 75 kilowatt transmitter,
erected by the Telefunken Company,
was formally opened on November 12th.
Records of a speech made by the Chinese
{ Ambassador to Germany were made in
Berlin and sent to Nanking for re-broadcast
at the inaugurating ceremony. The station
transmits on 440 metres, and reccption of
its signals has already been reported by
listeners in the British Isles.

Radio Traps for Mosquitoes
HE United States Sanitary Authoritics,
accol:ding to a report, have invented

0 30 X% 306 306 306 30¢ 2 306 306 308 306 306 306 30 306 306 306 30 X 306 30 30 06 X% 306 306 30 X6 3% X%

Knowledge in a Nutshell!

Next_Week’s FREE
DATA SHEET No. 5

is entitled

WIRE & WIRE GAUGES

Useful Tables giving all the relative

facts (resistance, current-carrying

capacity, size, etc.) of all the
useful wire sizes.

a radio trap for the destruction of malarial
mosquitoes. Experiments were carried out
by the Engineers of the General Electric
Company’s transmitter at Lynn (Mass.).
The insects were -attracted by a high.-
pitched buzzer tone produced by an oscil-
latory circuit, the exact note of a mosquito
in flight being produced by careful tuning.
When swarms of insects had thus been
collected they were destroyed by heat
derived from an electric furnace. A
description of this peculiar trap was given
recently over the National Broadcasting
Network.

Centenary of the Builder of the Eiffel Tower
ADIO-PARIS recently, celebrated the

centenary of the birth of Eiffel, the

French engineer who erected the tower as a
special attraction for the Paris International
Exhibition in 1889. As the life of the
structure was not guaranteed for more than
twenty-five years it had been decided to
dismantle it'in 1914. The advent of the
Great War, however, induced the Military
Authorities to take it- over as an official
wireless station.

Wireless versus Pianos

OM statistics established by the

German musical industries, it is
demonstrated that since the advent of
broadcasting in that country, of two hun-
dred makers of pionos only ten are in
existence to-day. Where six thousand
artisans found employment, only three

hundred are now in regular work.

In Competition with the British Empire
Broadcaster

HE French authorities are study-
ing a proposal to transmit special
concerts and news bulletins through
the Radio-Colonial short-wave station,
between ‘midnight and 3 or 4 a.m.
G.M.T. daily, for the benefit of French
Canadians resident in the Montreal-
Quebcec districts.

Special Radio Theatre in Italy
ON of the prmmpal theatres at
Turin has been taken over by
the E.I.A.R. (Italian Broadcasting
system), to be used as a studio for the
broadcast of the majority of entertain-
ments comprised in the Milan, Turin,
Trieste, Genoa, and TFlorence pro-

grammes.
France to Build Another
Station
CCORDING to an official statement, a
site has been found at Tramoyes, near

Lyons, for the 100 kilowatt transmitter
which the French P.T.T. propose to erect
in replacement of the present Lyons (La
Doua) broadeasting station.

Illustrating Bolshevist Industrialism
HE Leningrad and Moscow high-power
stations have chosen, as an interval
signal, the beat of a heavy hammer on an
anvil, to symbolise the feverish activity
of the Five Year Plan. The beats are
timed to one per second, and at the end of
each full minute the letter G (=-.) in
morse i8 transmitted..

High-Power
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Securing Quality

AM often asked how improvements can

be made to a set which does not give
good frequency response. The question
is a difficult one because the fault—if one
may justly call it by that name—might be
traced to the speaker itself, the L.F.
couplings, the use of .incorrcet H.T. and
(G.B. voltages or even to the tuning circuits.
If the speaker is of a fairly
old pattern, especially if of the
horn type, onc can assume
fairly safely that it will not
do justice to the lower notes.
When the speaker is known
to be good, one should tackle
the intervalve low-frequency
couplings, Where L.F. trans-
formers are employed they
should be fairly massive or
otherwise they should be con-
nected on the resistance-feed
system. In regard to the high-
tension voltage, this should
be as high as convenient and
the grid-bias voltage should
carefully be adjusted to suit
it. If a sharply-tuned single
circuit {as opposed to band
pass) tuner is employed a cer-
tain amount of high-note loss
18 inevitable and in that case
it is necessary either to change
the tuner or to apply some
form of tone correction in the
L.F. stages.

‘“ Boomy *’ L.S. Reproduction
HEN reproduction is
“ boomy ” due to ac-
centuation of the bass it is
often possible to effect quite
a noticeable improvement
merely by reducing the capa-
city of one or more of the coupling
condensers used in the L.F. stages. If
choke-capacity feed is used for the loud-
speaker the usual 2 or 4mfd. output con-
denser should be replaced by one of lower
capacity, down to .25 mfd. or so.

Better ‘¢ Attack *’

lower capaclty also improves the
‘“attack ” in many cases. I might

be excused for explaining to non-musieal
listeners that this latter expression is
used to denote the simultaneous re-
production of the same or corresponding
note by every instrument in an orchestra.

With many sets and speakers, the notes |

of the higher-pitched instruments, violins
for instance, can be heard a fraction of a
second before those of instruments of lower
pitch such as the double bass. The result
i3 that a certain amount of ° blurring”
oceurs,

Another Cause of Poor Attack
POOR attack can frequently be traced
to the use of a moving-coil speaker
with an insufficiently powerful receiver.
The coil and diaphragm in even the best
speaker have a certain amount of inertia,
and since they have to move through a
greater distance for low notes there is a
certain minimum input below which
they cannot wvibrate; even before that
minimum is reached they do not readily
respond to low notes. On the other hand,
the diaphragm movement is quite small
(though more rapid) when higher notes are
being dealt with and consequently the

INTERESTING and TOPICAL i
PARAGRAPHS
5-4-....."

notes are reproduced more easily even
though the input to the speaker may be
below' the proper level. The above rather
sketchy explanation shows why ~repro-

POCKET RADIO FOR THE POLICE

duction is “ thin ” and high pitched when
a loud-speaker is being run from a small
set which is lacking in * pep.”

wawene

Problem No. 16

Ferguson had built & three-valve set which
had worked for some weeks. One day it re-
fused to give any signals, and he accordingly
tested the anode circuits of each valve with a
millammeter. The normal reading was obtained
in each valve circuit, but no signals could be
tuned in. Grid Bias was normal ; the loud-
speaker was in order, and on test every con-
nection was intact and correctly made. Tun-
ing colls were changed and also tuning conden-
i sers, but still no signals could be heard. What
i was causing the trouble ? Three books will
be awarded for the first three correct solutions
opened. Mark envelopes Problem No. 16, and
send to'the Editor, PRACTICAL WIRELESS,
Geo. Newnes, Ltd.,, 8-11, Southampton
8treet, London, W.0.2, to reach us not later
than January 10th,

s

[ =
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SOLUTION TO PROBLEM No, 15

Owing to the low resistance of the speech winding,
Jones was virtually short-circuiting his output choke.
He should have used a step-down transformer, and
joined this to the two anodes through fixed condensers.

The following three readers received books in con-
nection with Problem No. 14

F. Bird, Esq., Bury House, Town Green, Wy~
mondham, Norfolk; H. Foster, 10 Regent Street,
Dunstable, Beds,; J. F. Spore, , Pallas Terraoe,

Eltham, 8.E.9.

" Picture of the special transmitling station erected on the roof of the
Brighton police headquarters, from whence messages will be sent
out and picked up by the policemen whilst on their beats.
pocket apparatus s now in operation al Brighton, which “is the
first town in the country to be equipped with the pocket radio.

Ulira S.-W. Television

E hear that the B.B.C. have already
carried out a few television trans-
mission {tests from their 7.75 metre station
situated on the roof of Broadcasting House.
These tests, under the Baird television
system, ha.ve been well received by the
B.B.C. engineers on their expenmental
receivers at Nightingale Lane, and it is
anticipated that regular tele-
vision transmissions will soon
take place during broadecasting
hours.

Russian Stations
AVE listeners noticed that
Radio Stalino {Russian)is
interfering with Toulouse,
whilst Uraspol, another Russian
station, has taken up a position
about midway between Lon-
don Regional and Mjihlacker.
As a matter of fact, a number
of Russian stations appear to
be butting in on all parts of
the wavelength scale. A
newcomer called Tartu has
squeezed in between Vienna
and Brussels, and Ivanor-
Vosneszensk (what’s in a
name ?) has actually taken up
a position right on the North
Regional’s wavelength.

Broadcasting House
HAVE just scanned the new
B.B.C. book entitled “ A
Technical Description of
Broadcasting House.” It is
an excellent publication, writ-
ten in'interesting language, and
beautifully illustrated. It
gives fairly detailed deserip-
tions of all the rooms and
equipment in Broadcasting House, and no
end of staggering statistics. A good five
shillings’ worth that would make a splendid
present to a wireless enthusiast.

Frequency Response
ID you listen to the frequency tests
which were given by the B.B.C. some

time ago ? If you did you were probably
struck by the poor response of your set and
speaker. For the benefit of those who did
not listen I would explain that a pure
musical note which varied in pitch from 50
to 6,000 cycles per second was transmitted.
All through the frequency range, the note
was maintained at the same intensity at the
transmitting station. When reproduced by
the average loud-speaker the portions below
about 150 and above 3,500 cycles were scarce-
ly heard at all. At the time of the trans-
mission in question, I happened to be
listening with a new set of the Stenode type,
fitted with tone control. By adjusting
the resistance on the tone-control trans-
former, I was able to find a setting at which
quite good response could be obtained
over the whole range of transmitted fre-
quencies. As a matter of fact, the only
part of the range which was noticeably
weak was that above 5,000 cycles. Even
so,Jthe note was quite audible at 6,000 cycles.
—JacCE.

The

S
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a1 Turn to pages 766 to 768 for

details of Frank' Preston s
Selectone.
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‘i\To Mouvth

Small Mouth

HE life of a

low - ten-

sion 2-

volt accumula-
tor is naturally
governed by the
manner in which
it is treated,
taking into con-
sideration, of
course, that its

Blow-L amp

capacity was
sufficiently large
for the output
necessary for the
set when it was
first installed.
If a battery is
overloaded = its Fig.

siderably short- of the composition.
ened and, if the discharge of a battery is too
great, the paste will be driven out of the
grids of the plates, and it will need to be re-
charged more frequently. Therefore, it must
be emphasized, from the point of view of
economy, to choose one of ample capacity
whenever purchasing a new low-tension
battery. The writer wishes to point out
that if the accumulator case is made of
celluloid, and in any way cracked or
damaged, it will not be worth while fitting

it with new plates, for it will not repay the 4%

time spent on it. Patching up with odd
pieces of celluloid, and securing
them with celluloid cement sel-
dom makes a satisfactory job.
This article deals principally with
batteries having transparent
glass containers. The obvious ad-
vantage of this type is that they
do not discolour and it is always
possible to see the condition of the
plates and to keep the level of the
electrolyte up to that marked on
the outside of the case.

The plates may be obtained
from authorized agents, and
first-class garages, where they
cater for the wireless trade. The
name and index or type number of the accu-
mulator should be quoted when ordering
replacements. The following is a list of only
one of the well-known manufacturer’s
prices, and these. can be taken as rep-

resenting the average prices in wuse
to-day :—
Type. Plates. Maximum list price.
0.25 Positive Group 1s. 6d. each
- Negative ,, 1s. 6d. ,,
0.50 Positive 2s. 6d. ,,
»  Negative ,, 2s. 6d.
0.75 Positive ,, 4s. 0d. ,,
.» Negative ,: 4s. 0d. ,,

3.—Using a small blo:v-
life will be con- lamp to finish off the pouring in

PRACTICAL - WIRELESS

753

Fitting New Plates in an Accurlator
An Instructive Article on Dismantling and Renewing the Plates of a
Low-tension Accumulator, Together with Several Points on Upkeep

By GILBERT E. TWINING

Flllmg

quite

least two years old, in
which case the top will
be filled in with a com-
position which has first
to be removed. Now if
the reader has a gas
fire handy the accum-
ulator can be placed
in front of it onits side
upon a block of wood ;
the wood is for raising
it up level with the fire.

A tin tray—an old
cigarette tin will do—

in a new container :—

Removing the Plates
The two terminal
knobs and the filler

The prices of
the glass jars
are as follows,
for if an accu-
mulator jar is
smashed the
plates can
well be placed

Type. Container
Price.
0.256 1s. 2d.each.
050 1s. 9d. ,,
075 2s.9d. ,,

plug should be
first removed
from the top of
the accumula-
tor, and all the
electrolyte emp-
tied away. It
will be assumed
that the accu-
mulator is. at

: i s
7 Fig. 1.—Melting the composi-
tion from the top of the accumu-
lator.

is placed underneath the accumulator so
that the heat from the fire will melt the
composition and cause it to run into the
container below it; any small quantity
which is left in the top may be scraped out
with a screwdriver whiist still warm. Fig. 1
shows the accumulator on its side in position
before the fire. If no fire is available, how-
ever, the composition must be chipped out.
or the battery placed in a warm oven, and
on removal the pitch dug out and scraped
away ; chipping takes rather longer than
the melting process.

When all the composition is removed
from the accumulator the plates can be
lifted clear of the glass container, together
with the flat piece of composition board
which holds the plates in position, and at
the same time forms the bottom of the tray
into which the composition was originally
poured, thus preventing it from running
into the interior of the battery. Fig. 2 is a
section of the battery, and it clearly shows
the board in position. The positive and
negative blocks can now be withdrawn from
the above-nentioned board, being replaced
with the new plates, taking care to put these
in the same holes from which the old ones
were taken, so that they will correspond—
when the battery is reassembled—with the
positive and negative markings on the
outside of the case. Any sediment at the
bottom of the glass container must
be washed away and the container
rinsed out with clean water.

Inserting the New Plates

The new plates with the board
can now be inserted into the case ;
mako sure to push the board right
down on to the glass stops on the
inside of the container, for this
board prevents the plates from any
upward movement and so stops
rattling. The plug collar, which is
threaded on the inside to take the
screwed filler cap, is then placed
in position over the hole in the
board, and the composition heated
in a tin over a gas ring. ‘When
this is in a molten state, it may
be poured into the top of the accen-

mulator.
(Continued on page 758.)

;’,
-

ompos:ﬁg_g}’
Board

“Glass l
Conlainer

Fig. 2.—Section across accumulator show -+
ing plates and filling socket, together witk
composition board in position.
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AERIAL TUNER .

it is not un-
likely that
even the local
station will be
interfered with
by a powerful
foreigner. The
methods of in-
creasing selec-
tivity which
were popular
a year ago,
namely, insert-
ing a small
condenser in

TO AERIAL TERMINAL .

TURNG ON TOP OF MEDIUM
€T WAVE WINDING.

the aerial lead

or reducing
the length of
Il the aerial,

NUMBER of rcaders who are in
possession of a set made some years
ago have written to express their
regret at being unable to build one of the
many fine receivers described in PRACTICAL
WirELESS, due to the difficulty in producing
the necessary cash. For financial reasons
they are obliged to keep the old set, despite
its many disadvantages. At the same time
they would be quite prepared to spend a
few shillings here and there in bringing
the old set up to date if they knew just how
to tackle the job, and what alterations
should be made. The same difficulty must.
have occurred to hundreds of readers who
have not yet written to us, for thefe is no
doubt that times are distinctly hard, and
moncy scarce. It is for the benefit of
readers who are in the position of those
just referred to that the following sugges-
tions are principally intended, but it is
hoped that they might also prove of assist-
ance to others of an experimental turn of
mind. None of the alterations I shall
suggest will be of such a radical nature that
the set will need to be entirely rebuilt, so
it must be assumed that it is already in
* working order,”” and simply out of date.
Although receiver design has undergone
many changes during the past few years
(principally due to improvements in broad-
casting technique), I do not hesitate to say
that any sct made during the last three or
four years, provided it was of modern
design when made, can certainly be modified
to make it satisfactory for present and
future use. The first point to consider
is what parts of the old set shall be retained,
and which shall be scrapped. To enable
you to decide on this point, we will trace
through the stages of an average set and
consider what improvements are desirable,
and how they can best be made. I would
say at the outset that I do not propose to
pay so much attention to the super set as
to the average types which I know to be in
regular use. By the ‘ average types” 1
mean the 3-valvers having either one
scrcened-grid valve, followed by a detector
and low-frequency amplifier, or a detector
and two L.F. stages.

Selectivity

Whatever the type of set, selectivity is
of paramount importance, especially when
reception conditions are so good as they
are this winter. If the set is unsclective

Fig. \.—Improving selectivity by adding an aperiodic aerial winding.

though still
useful, are
seldom sufficient. Probably the cheapest
way to obtain real selectivity with an old
set is to change to band-pass tuning. This
can be done by buying a new tuner, of
course, but a less expensive way is to fit
a band-pass adaptor like that deseribed on
page 537 of PracricaL WiRELESs No. 11.
If you object to a separate unit, and you
will if the set is neatly housed in a large
cabinet, the adaptor can be built into the
set by mounting the necessary components
at the “aerial” end of the baseboard.
In that case, it is essential that the two
coils should be screened. If the coils them-
selves are not fitted with screening cans a
vertical sheet of aluminium should be erected
between them, and connected to earth.
Band-pass tuning is open to the objection
that it entails the use of two variable
condensers. When two similar coils are
employed a gang condenser would serve, but
that would involve additional expense. If
this is your objection, you can get any
amount of selectivity by altering
your aerial tuner,
as shown in Fig. 1.
A winding consist-
ing of about
twenty - five
turns of 24’s
gauge d.c.c.:
wire is put
on top of the
medium-wave coil,
and one of fifty
turns (equally
divided over the
slots) on the long-
wave coil. Both
new windings are
connected in series,
and the turns must
go in the opposite
direction to those
of the tuner. The
aerial is taken from its usual terminal,
and connected to the end of -the new
winding, whilst the other end of this winding
is joined to the earth terminal of the tuner.
A switech will be required to short-circuit
the long-wave portion, and will be con-
nected as shown. If desired, operation can
be simplified by replacing the previous two-
spring wavechange switch by one of the
three-spring type; in that case, the
junction of the new windings will be con-
nected to the third terminal, the other two

L E
TO AERIAL
TUNER

g 50,000 OHM.
POTENTIOMETER.
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REJUVENATING

This- Article by Frank Preston, FRA., Tells

functioning in the same way as with the
previous switch. The three-spring switch
will operate simultaneously on both (old
and new) sets of windings.

. The latter method of improving selec-
tivity is open to two objections; it will
cause a reduction in volume and might
reduce slightly the response of the set to
the higher musical notes. The second
objection will'not apply if a pentode valve
is employed or if it is proposed to fit a
tone control transformer.

‘¢ Break-through *’

A difficulty rather apart from the question
of selectivity is that caused by * break-
through” of the medium-wave local
station at the bottom of the long-wave
band. Occasionally an improvement in
selectivity will reduce the interference,
though this does not always follow. But
break-through can be cured quite easily by
inserting a suitable choke in series with the
aerial lead. A choke specially designed
for the purpose is made by Messrs. Lissen
and connections for it are shown in Fig. 2.
It will be noticed that a switch must be
fitted to short-circuit the choke for medium-
wave reception, but this can sometimes be
combined with the normal wave-change
switch by replacing the latter by one of the
double-pole-double-throw type, such as the
yllljgzig,’type “8.29” or Wearite type

Changing to Variable-Mu

; Having settled the sclectivity question,
we can pass along to the S.G. valve (when
used). If the set is so far away from the
nearest transmitter that no overloading of
the first valve occurs (generally distinguish-
able from the fact that signals become
weaker when the set is tuncd exactly to

BATTERY
SWITCH.

/i)

IMa

Vy\

Y

{ F\AN\AM,.-——) G.B.~
50.0000 HT~
LYY=
6.8+

Figs. 3.—Adding a potentiometer for the
employment of a variable-mu valve.
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THE OLD SET

You How to Bring Your Old Set Up to Date

AGRIAL TERMINAL WAVECHANGE

WITCH

N L,
the station, and louder on each side of the | this way it is auto- & =
proper tuning position), no alteration necd | matically discon- § g g \
be made, but if overloading does occur, it | nected from the G.B. N Z 4 4 \
will be worth while to replace the present | battery when the set i
valve by one of the variable-mu type. - The | is switched off. ‘In ARG "'x
V.-M. valve will also provide an excellent | cases where the . a1
, and convenient volume control which can | battery is housed i

be used on any station.
A number of ways of fitting the necessary
potentiometer for a V.-M. have been given

inside the set care
should be taken that :
its positive end is - gl

Al
in previous issues of PraCTICAL WIRELESS | connected to the high “"
so I will mention only one here. This is | tension negative | ” “"" BREAK RO
shown in Fig. 3, from which it will be seen | terminal and not 4 l I

that a small fixed condenser (.0001 mfd.
upwards) is inserted in the lead from the
grid terminal to the tuning coil and a
3 megohm (approximately) grid leak is
connected from the former point to the
centre terminal of a 50,000 ohm. potentio-
meter. One of the outside terminals of the
potentiometer is connected to G.B. nega-
tive by means of a flex and wander plug
whilst the other is joined to that terminal
of the valve holder which is
connected to HT.—, L.T.— and
G.B.+ through the switch. By
connecting the potentiometer in

filament terminal of
a valve holder. The
method shown is not
quite the best but is
most convenient.

directly to the .ill
il

Fig. 2.—Curing *break-through’ on =
the long waves.

No alteration will
be required in
its grid circuit
but several im-
provements
might be possi-
ble in the anode
circuit. A

The Detector Valve

Now we pass on to
the detector valve.

number of H.F. chokes which were on the
market a few years ago had so low an indue-
tance that they were uscless on the long
waveband. This does not mean that the sct
would not work on long waves, but that reac-
tion control would be unsteady or insufficient
to produce oscillation. If your set suffers
in this way, buy a good modern choke ;
get one of well- known
make and pay about
three and sixpence, it
will be worth it. If
reaction control is un-
steady on both wave-
bands, it is unlikely
that the H.F. choke is
the cause of trouble.
Try the effect of a .0002
mfd. or .0003 mfd. fixed
condenser joined between the anode
terminal of the detector valve-holder
and H.T.—. (See Fig. 4.)

Resistance Feed
The L.F. transformer will

HT+

25,0000

HT -

Fig. 5.—Reducing the amplifica-

tion by altering the ratio of the DECOUPLING most

transformer. CONDENSER. RESISTANCE likely be connected directly in the
& anode circuit of the detector valve.

Unless it is of a large and fairly ex-

H.F.CHOKE . pensive type, it will probably cause a

loss of low-note amplification so that
HT* reproduction will be lacking in bass.
This can be overcome by connecting
the transformer on the resistance-feed
system as shown in Fig. 4. A fixed
non-inductive resistance (metallised for
instance) is connected in place of the
transformer primary terminals and onc
of the latter is connected to the
“ anode ”’ end of the resistance through
a 1 mfd. condenser. The other
primary terminal is joined to earth
and the sccondary connections remain
as before. As the terminals of some
of the older transformers are marked
differently from those of the present-
day ones, both kinds of lettering are
given in Fig. 4. The rcsistance-feed
method of connecting the transformer,
besides improving bass response, will
often cure distortion due to over-
loading.

DETECTOR

HT.-"

Decoupling

Fig. 4 ~Improving the anode circuit of

¢ delector stage.

The idea of decoupling the anode
circuit of the detector valve has been
advocated so often in these pages tha’
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I feel I ought not to refer to it again. But
it is so important that I cannot restrain my-
self. Decoupling prevents various kinds of
instability besides prolonging the useful life
of the H.T. battery, so you really must
make provision for it if you have not

LF.
'HOKE

. PRACTICAL WIRELESS

Preventing Overloading

When two transformer-coupled L.F.
stages are employed it often happens that
overloading occurs when using modern
valves due to the overall amplification
being too high. This is especially so when

HT.+

» TO SPEAKER
TERMINAL

i TO SPEAKER
TERMINAL .

Fig. 6.—Improving the oulput arrangements by adding a filler circuil.

alrcady done so. The only components
required are a fixed resistance of from
20,000 ohms. upwards and a condenser of
1 or 2 mfd., and they are connected between
H.T. positive and the L.F. transformer or
feed resistance as indicated in Fig. 4.

both transformers have ratios greater than
about 3 : 1. The latter difficulty can easily
be overcome by connecting the second
transformer as shown in Fig. 5. When
connected in this way the effective ratio is
only 1:1 regardless of the transformer’s

~ Jonuary 7th, 1933

rated step-up ratio. In any case the trans-
former should be resistance fed so you can
try the connections of Fig. 4 as well as
those of Fig. 5, and adopt the one which
proves superior. The value of the feed
resistance 1s given as 25,000 ohms. because
this is a good average ; actually it should be
equal to twice the impedance of the pre-
ceding (first L.F.) valve.

The Output Stage

We have now arrived at the last valve.
When only a single L.F. stage is used this
should be a small power valve of the high
amplification type such as a Cossor 220 P.A.,
but if two L.F. stages are employed a
*“ larger ** valve of lower amplification such
as the Cossor 220 P. or even the 230 X.P.
will be far more satisfactory. If you have

‘bought a moving-coil loud-speaker, it will be

fitted with a suitable transformer and no
other output device will be necessary. On
the other hand, if you are still using-a*‘cone’
speaker it will be much better to employ a
choke output filter when a P. or X.P. valve
is used in the last stage.
will require an L.F. choke and 2 mfd.
condenser ; thoy should be connected as
shown in Fig. 6.

Use Ample H.T.

Remember that none of the alterations
deseribed - above can produce the best
results unless you give the set plenty of high-
tension voltage, certainly not less than 100
volts, and carefully adjust G.B. tappings
to their best positions. Besides, if the set
is very old, an hour or so will be well spent
in testing the components, as explained
in the article * Test Your Components
Before You Build,” published on page 446
of PracricaL. WirgLEss, No. 9.

OME method of compensation for the |

restoration of the higher musical
frequencies is becoming increasingly
{{)opulzu' in modern receivers. It is a well-
nown fact that there is a decided tendency
for high notes to be lost by reason of
sharply-tuned circuits with their consequent
gide-band cutting. Moreover, unintentional
stray capacities in the circuit have the
same effect. .In such cases the replace-
ment of a triode output valve by a pentode
will often put matters right. There are
many little snags, however, which confound
the tyro if he is tempted to banish his
triode, and he may well be doomed to
disappointment unless he be willing to
experiment ; pentodes are very touchy to
slight changes in the output impedance and
require careful matching to assure good
results.

Tone Compensation in Triode Circuits
Most methods now in vogue necessitate

00000000 —

hY

COUPLING RESISTANCE
ANO CHOKE

i

Fig. l.—Resistance-capacity-fed
Transformer.

-
H

Simple Tone Correction |
By £ JOHNSON

O o

either a special tone-compensation trans-
former or an extra stage of amplification.
This means additional expense. The scheme
in use by the writer necds only a suitable
L.F. choke. Fig. 1 shows the familiar resist-
ance-capacity-fed transformer. The volt-
age amplification of the valve depends on
the external impedance, which usually is a
pure resistance ; other things being equal,
therefore, the magnification remains sensibly
constant over the musical scale. If, however,
our external impedance is partially induc-
tive, the impedance will rise with the fre-
quency. Therefore increased amplification
will result on the higher frequencies. In
order to prevent excessive compensation
we retain our usual coupling resistance ; the
larger this.is, or the smaller the choke,
the less the degree of compensation.

One must not
lose sight of the
fact that the
choke with its
inherent self-
capacity will
resonate at some
definite frequency

this clearly, although it should be borne
in mind that the ordinates are purely
arbitrary. A bad choke of high self-
capacity will cause a very nasty resonance
in the audible spectrum, especially if we
aim at a high degree of compensation by
using a small resistance. In practice, a
resistance equal to about half the impedance
of the preceding valve will be suitable, in
conjunction with a .5H. choke.

Voltage amplification=

Ig Ie =external impedance
_—pu Iy =valve impedance
Iv + I p=amplification factor
R+2nfL R=resistance in ohms,
== ————-ﬂ{ f=frequency,
Iv+(R+4-27nfL) |L=inductancein henries

The result in each case to be multiplied by
the transformer ratio.

Fig. 2.—Fres
quency re-
sponse curve.

which should be
well removed
from the musical
scale, and in most
cases will be
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above audibility.
Fig. 2 will show

FREQUENCY 10,000~

For this you -
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/s TELEVI

‘A Short Series Explaining the Fundamental Principles.

THINK the appetite of the
reader should by now have
been whetted sufficiently

to make him desire to know

how those one or two quite
simple components described
in last week’s article can be

'‘assembled together so as to

produce in the television

receiver an image which is
identical with the scene trans-

‘mitted from the studio except

for the greatly reduced size.

Taking the items in turn, we

must mount the motor on a

'bracket, which in turn is held

‘generally on a baseboard

‘having four feet, one at each

corner. The height of the

‘centre of the motor spindle

from the table on which the

apparatus rests will depend on
tl\:e disc diameter, it being

machine,

ﬁig. 2.~—Showing how the flat plate neon lamp
is scanned by holes near the outer edge of the
disc, the magnifying lens being behind.

necessary to allow a clearance of, say, lin.
to permit easy running of the disc.

Now a slot must be cut in the baseboard
to allow the disc to revolve, this being shown
in the photograph, Fig. 1, which illustrates
the assembled apparatus in the case of a
Baird disc model machine, the disec pro-
jecting below the baseboard a matter of
about 4in. With the disc held to the motor
shaft by a screw passing through the boss
and gripping the spindle, the neon lamp
can now be positioned. To suit the type of
television transmission now being sent out
by the B.B.C., the disc must rotate in an
anti-clockwise direction and when facing
the front of the apparatus the single turn
spiral of holes is in a clockwise direction.
‘It is essential, therefore, to see that the
disc is the right way round on the shaft,
otherwise the resultant image seen will be

Fig. \.— Showing
the compleie
assembly of the
various compon-
enls used in a

Baird dise model

reproduced so that alLhorizontal movement
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By H. J. BARTON CHAPPLE,

WhnSCh-) B-SC, (HOIIS.), A-C.G.l,,
D.I.C., AMLE.E.
is reversed. . The neon lamp is mounted in
its bayonet holder so that it is on the |
extreme right of the disc immediately
behind the spiral of holes.

Fig. 3.—A composite picture built up from
elemental squares to give some idea of-how the

resultant television image is formed.

The centre of the glowing neon plate
(assuming one of the flat plate variety is
being employed) must be on the same
horizontal line as the centre of the motor
shaft. The illustration (Fig. 2) gives a fair
idea of how the glowing neon lamp
plate is scanned, this picture having
*  been taken from-the back so that

the lamp is not obscured by the

dise. Then in front of both our disc
and lamp is placed the lens or
lenses complete with their own par-
ticular type of mount. As a general
rule it is wise to have intetposed

botween the disc and the lenses a

mask having a shaped area

\ cut out to conform to the

shape of the resultant light

area revealed by the rotating

dise. In this way any section

| of the light which is not

i required during the process of

] image reconstruction will be
blacked out.

L Still neglecting for

moment our

the
synchronizing

Leist Shedare
MM%;:;Q -

Licttsi i o 1 e
Sy(‘.‘h:ﬂhg.l o

Fig. 4—A cathode ray television receiver
which has been demonstrated in Germany.

mechanism, as I intend to deal with
that fully in next week’s article, (the
mechanism itself can be seen at the
front of the motor in the illustration, Fig. 1),
the only additional control we need mention
is the variable resistance used for adjusting
the speed of the motor. This, by the way,
should have no * off ” position, otherwise
the individual working the apparatus is
liable to move the contact arm to this
position when the hand is on the control,
but the ?es are on the image. The motor
speed will at once start to drop and it
becomes imperative to begin resolving. the
picture into an intelligible image all over
again., This resistance is seen on the left
of Fig. 1. :
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Working the Apparatus

Having now built up our imaginary
television apparatus, three distinct forms
(using a disec for scanning) of which are
shown side by side on the stand of Fernseh
A.G. at an exhibition held a year or two
ago in Berlin, in Fig. 5, let us now see the
method which must be employed to make
it work. Tune in the wireless set to be
used for the reception of the television
signals so that it receives the London
National station. If the television _
signal is heard on the loud-speaker, =
and this policy is always recom- |
mended to start with, the sound
which will be listened to is of a
rather peculiar rhythmic character,
something like a high-pitched, steady
note, with another high-pitched
chirrup superimposed upon it.

Then disconnect the loud-speaker
leads and join the neon lamp to the
set’s output terminals. Actually, the
method of connection * will vary
according to the type of output used
in the recetver, that is, whether direct,
transformer or choke, but this item
is really beside the point for the
moment. Often a subsidiary source
of high tension voltage is required in
order to * strike ”’ the neon lamp and make
it glow, even when no incoming signals are
passed through toit. When this is done,
switch on the motor so that it drives round
the perforated disc in front of the glowing
neon lamp. 3

Now the mere fact that television signal
pulses are being fed. to the neon lamp will
make the light intensity of its illumination
change in accordance with the signal
strength. Furthermore, the changes oceur
with the same rapidity as that which
generated them at the transmitting end,
this being due to the neon lamp’s inherent
properties which I referred to “earlier in
this series. It will therefore be possible to
watch these fluctuating light changes
through the small holes in the disc and an
image will be built up for the following,
reasons :

First of all, to simplify the explanation,
let it be imagined that the dise at the

receiving end is running in perfect syn- |

chronism (see how that important point
keeps cropping up) with the transmitting
apparatus, that is to say, it is revolving
at the same speed of 750 revolutions per

PRACTICAL WIRELESS

minute and in the same phase relationship,
or what is commonly called in step. When
this happens, at any one instant, a hole in
the disc of the receiving apparatus will
reveal a tiny square area of the neon lamp
glow. If, for example, we imagine the
exposed area in the centre of the
image, then it must be realized that:at
that identical instant there is a correspond-
ing position in the centre of the scene
or object at the transmitting end, which

stand in Berlin, 1929.

i8 1I;)cing explored by the moving light
spot.
Building Up the Television Image

The intensity of the tiny neon glow area
shown must therefore be in direct propor-
tion to the light reflected and picked up by
the photo-electric cells at the transmitting
end. This is because of the proportional
changes it has. passed through from end to
end, the *““links ” in the chain of events
being reflected light to photo electric
current, amplification, passed to wireless
aerial and broadcast, received on the home
wireless set, again amplified and finally
handed on to the neon lamp to modulate
or regulate its glow intensity.

In effect, therefore, we are reproducing
in terms of light the conditions prevailing
at the transmitting end at that one instant,
and this goes on spot by spot from the
bottom to the top of the glowing lamp
area, recreating a strip of incandescence

which shows in miniature all the corres--

ponding light and shade which has been
transmitted electrically as a television
gignal. When} one hole has finished its
prescribed motion, then the next hole takes

Fig. 5.—Television receivers at the Fernsen A.G. Exhibition
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charge and performs an identical function
by creating another light strip of varying
intensity immediately next to its pre-
decessor.

It is in this way that, strip by strip,
lying side by side, the complete television
image is built up, the various degrees of
light and shade intermingling to bring
about an intelligible and clearly recog-
nizable image. A refercnce to the illustra-
tion shown as Fig. 3 will no doubt help still
more to make this explanation better
understood. Here a composite image
of the head and shoulders of a young
woman is built up from tiny elemen-
tal areas all correctly positioned one
with the other. In actual practice
the square pattern shown will of
course not be noticed, as the image is
built up from strip formation, but,
what is more important, owing to the
phenomenon known popularly as
visual persistence, or persistence of
vision, the eye lag makes the image
appear as a whole. A certain amount
of flicker is perceptible, but with the -
twelve and a half pictures per second
now used with the transmissions from
the B.B.C., the process is. rapid
enough to prevent the eye dwelling too
intimately on the mechanics of the process.

In this way, therefore, it is possible
to show in miniature a good proportion of
the light, shade, contour and movement
of the artist or subject performing before
the photo electric cells in the television
studio, or in other words, produce * vision
at a distance” in the home. Of course,
there are various ways of building up the
apparatus in order to produce the image,
and it is interesting, therefore, to sce the
illustration of Fig. 4, for there is shown a
cathode ray television rcceiver which from
the description underneath obviously
emanates from Germany. Although a
lot has been said concerning cathode ray
apparatus, nothing has yet appeared
beyond the laboratory stage, while the life
of the tube is a very doubtful factor.

The next points that I want to deal with
concern synchronism, the operation of the
vision apparatus, and one or two peculiar
effects which are often observed and also
one or two items directly associated with the
wireless set used for receiving the television
signals. These, however, must be left over
until next week’s article.

The composition will probably require to
be heated several times, and even then it
will be impossible to get an even flow over
the surface. If it is possible to obtain a
small mouth blow-lamp, and just blow over
the surface, it will smooth off the composi-
tion and make it scttle down to a uniform
surface, but take care not to apply too
much heat to it, otherwise it will burn and
char. The method of using a smal blow-
lamp is shown in Fig. 3. :

Preparing the Accumulator for Charging
When the operation of running in of the
composition is finished, the accumulator
may be filled with electrolyte of the correct
specific gravity stated by the makers on
the outside of the case. The electrolyte
can be obtained from a charging station or
any first-class electrician. The battery is
now ready to be charged, and it is advisable
to work the battery only for about one half
of its normal period after this first charge,
the second charge will then place the
accumulator in really good condition.

Points on Maintenance
" To keep the accumulator up to standard.

FITTING NEW PLATES IN
AN ACCUMULATOR

(Continued from page 753.)

[ JPEv———

]

L e
it should be kept as fully charged as
possible, and charged at regular intervals,
a full charge being indicated by both plates
gassing fairly freely, the voltage rising to
approximately 2.5 volts. A battery should
hever be completely discharged or left for
any length of time with a low voltage, for
this tends to cause buckling and sulphation
of the plates.

Sulphation

Sulphation appears on the plates in the
form of a white deposit of lead sulphate.
slight traces may be removed by a pro-
longed charge at a reduced rate, but if not
checked immediately the battery will be
ruined.
Level of the Electrolyte

Never: let the electrolyte fall below the
ton of the plates; keep it up to the level

| marked on the outside of the case. The loss

is caused by evaporation of the water only,
sulphuric acid does not evaporate, there-
fore, it is only necessary to keep the level
constant by the addition of distilled water,

Corrosion

When purchasing a new accumulator see
that it is fitted with large non-corrosive and
non-interchangeable terminals of the bright
red and black top variety. Even if terminals
which are said to be non-corrosive are left
in a very dirty condition they will corrode,
and the best cure is to clean all traces of
acid away, and scrapc the corroded parts
bright with a pocket-knife, afterwards
wiping over with ammonia, and then
smearing freely with vaseline.

Testing the Battery

Testing the condition of a battery with
a voltmeter should always be done under
load, that is to say, when the set is working,
otherwise a false reading will be given. A
hydrometer should be used in conjunction
with the voltmeter, for this will enable the
specifioc gravity of the electrolyte to be
kent 10 to the correot standard.
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Simple Selectivity Gadget

I HAVE noticed that in order to obtain
requisite selectivity a fixed condenser

answers perfectly in the aerial circuit,

while sometimes it is better in the earth

EARTH AERIAL
) s
{
© © © \ ©
SOCKETS
Q ©
-0003 0003
MF MF
©)
-
© ©
EARTH OF SET AERIAL OF SET.

A simple selectipity device.

lead, while, when Continentals are extra
strong, both are necessary. When both
condensers are in circuit the selectivity is
excellent. Therefore, I have made a very
simple little gadget consisting of two
0003 mfd. fixed condensers, a piece of
.ebonite, four terminals, two *‘ banana
plugs, and four sockets. These are
‘arranged as shown in the accompany-
ing sketch. Alternatively, the
unit may be incorporated in the
set with the plugs, and sockets at
the back. Thus the * switching
in » of the condensers is a simple
‘matter of changing plugs. Another
way is to use push-pull switches
for “shorting out ” the condenser
or condensers not required. The
“ aerial ’ condenser may be
variable.—R. S. MenNzies (Scar-
borough).

A Well-insulated Lead-in Tube
XPERIMENTERS whoare not satisfied
with the efficiency of the usual ebonite
lead-in tube can make a.very good one by
using two porcelain stand-off insulators, as
shown in theillustration. The bolts and nuts
are removed from the insulators and after
illing a half-inch hole in the window-
frame, one insulator is placed on each side:
A piece of threaded 2BA brass rod is run
through, and a
couple of nuts
screwed on each
end. It will easily
be

An efficient lead-

in tube.

INSULATOR ” g uite
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THAT DODGE OF YOURS!

Every reader of *“ PRACTICAL WIRE-
LESS” must have originated some little
dodge which would interest other readers. :
Why not pass it on to us? For every item ¢
published on this page we will pay half a
guinea. The latest batch is published below.
Turn that idea of yours to account by send-
ing it in to us, addressed to the Editor,
“ PRACTICAL WIRELESS,”  George
Newnes, Ltd.,, 8-11, Southampton Street,
Strand, W.C.2. Put your name and address
on every item. Please note that every notion
sent in must be original.  Mark envelopes
“ Radio Wrink!les.” »

that the insulation of this tube is very high.
—YV. H. Brare (Edinburgh).

" A Station-locating Dial

HERE is a simple method for enabling

listeners to find stations again (after
first identifying and marking them on the
chart) in a second, and also giving slower
motion. A piece of stiff white paperand strip
of thin brass are the only additional parts
necessary. Exact measurements are not
given as all slow motion dials vary in size.

Adapting a
dial for
station indi-

cating. DIAL NUMBERS

Cut the paper in a semicircle lin. or 14in.
larger than the circumference of the dial
with a piece cut out at the bottom for
allowing the paper to slip past lock-nut
of the condenser. Slip this behind the

d.mrlf mlaking sxlxlre tlhgz dft his
' perfectly straight. the
e pressure of the dial against
Nuts, the panel quite sufficient to hold
itin place. Thestrip of brasscan be
thin. Cut the strip (}in. wide)
to a point at one end. The length of the

1 strip must be just long enough to solder

on present indicator and to hend round
over the ebonite of the dial itself. "The
point should now rest lightly on the paper.
In the centre of the brass strip & window

SOLDER HERE .

is cut so that the degrees on the dial can
be .correctly registered. As the stations
are identified the name of the station can be
neatly printed on the paper disc, as depicted
in the accompanying sketch.—F. SpINk
(Peckham).

A Novel Lightning Arrester

WHEN lightning is about, one usually
feels a trifle safer when the receiver ie

protected by some form of lichtning arrester.

Alightning arrester made from a sparking plug.

An efficient arrester can be made as shown
in the accompanying sketch. The
phrts required are a wide-necked
bottle, an old sparking plug, and
some sealing wax. The neck of
the bottle is broken off, the spark-
ing plug inserted in it, and the
space filled in with sealing wax.
The top of the plug is attached
to the aerial, and the bottom to
earth.—C. TAyLOR (Cardiff).

Tone Control
FTER experimenting with
" several forms of tone control
to be used with a pentode, I
find that instead of fixing a
resistance-condenser (50,000 ohms var.
and .01 mfd.) control across the loud-speaker
terminals as recommended, better results
are obtained by fixing it across the secondary
terminals of the transformer before the
pentode. The resulting tone, and the
control of tone itself is very much better
than the former method and well worth
trying, especially to constructors who use
moving iron speakers, and
where a little more bass is
needed than in moving coil
types.—ARTHUR M.
Hixpes (Great Yar- I

mouth),
oimfd,
2900

G.B.~

A simple method of tone control.
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A *‘ Safety-first *> Gadget
IRELESS experimenters are fully
' aware of the nuisance of having to
disconnect all leads from the batteries
before working on a set and then having
to connect up again for testing. This
trouble can be eliminated entirely if the
gadget herewith described is made use of,
as the leads can be connected or discon-
nected in half-a-second. The requirements
are : Two pieces of ebonite about 3iin. by
2in., and five Clix coil pins and sockets.
Put the two pieces of ebonite together in
the vice and drill five holes at irregular

A safety device for connecting and disconnecting
battery leads.

intervals right through. The drill used
should be of a size to suit the coil pins
(about 6 B.A. clearance). Fit the pins
into position with one nut on each. The
holes in the other piece of ebonite are now
opened out to suit the sockets (about 2 B.A.
clearance) and the latter secured with nuts.
It will now be seen that the pins will fit

PRACTICAL WIRELESS

A resistance should be placed in
series when used on a source of
H.T., but voltages up to six may
be applied directly across the pole
finder. The negative pole will turn
the solution around that particular
wire a red colour, which will dis-
appear when the solution is shaken.
—dJ. W. D. (Cork).

A Safety Switch

FROM
PICA-UP

&_-
DOUBLE-POLE double-throw

switch, fasiened to the back of a set,
can be made to do some useful switching as
shown in the accompanying sketch. One
switching ecither connects the aerial to
earth and cuts off the H.T., L.T., and G.B.
batteries from the set, or disconncets aerial
from earth and switches on the programme.
No separate aerial-earth switch is needed,
neither is any other switch required for
switching the set off. Furthermore, when
the set has been switched off there are no
complete circuits to produce ‘ shorts.”
Note that the two upper terminal points
of the switch must be joined together with
wire for the aerial to have a direct path to
earth. The G.B. positive lead from the
grid-bias battery plug is brought out
through a small hole drilled in the cabinet
and joined on to the same place as the
H.T., L.T.,, and earth. Fit a terminal on
each side of the switch, as shown in the
sketch, so that connections can be made
easily. These terminals, of course, must be

wired to the switch.—E. RoBERrTs (Croy-
don).

BACK OF SET.

snugly into their sockets. The leads from
the H.T. and L.T. batteries are taken to
the sockets and well secured. This unit is
fastened to the wall or bench behind the
set, and short pieces of coloured flex are
then fastened to the pins, fitted with
terminals at the other end for connecting
to set. Only onc negative lead need be

L5, LS
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VOLUME
CONTROL
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S

A circuil for a pick-up tone compensator.

modification will result in reproduction of
a rich and mellow quality, : without serious
loss of volume.—H. B. ROCHESTER
(Manchester).

Making a H.F. Choke
VERY useful H.F. choke for use on
the short wavelengths from about
12 to 100 metres may easily be constructed
from the oddments usually found in the
possession of an amateur. The former on
which the wire is wound is made from a
piece of old ebonite, }in. or #in. thick.
This should first be cut into two pieces
2}in. long by lin. wide, and the edges over
which the wire is wound may with advan-
tage be rounded with a file. Next make a
mark on each piece 1}in. from the end,
which will give the centre position, and
with a hack saw make two cuts from one
end to the centre, the distance between
the cuts being equal to the thickness of
the ebonite. Next remove this centre por-
tion by drilling several small holes; it
may then be broken off and filed smooth.
Providing the removing of the centre has
been done carefully, the two pieces will
now fit firmly together as shown in the
sketch. Before fitting together, two holes
should be drilled, as shown in Fig. 1, to
take terminals. The wire for use on this
choke should be of a gauge about 36 or
40 ; in the writer’s case the wire from an
old car coil was used. Connect one end of
the wire to terminal B and then wind on

taken to each pin and socket, as the two : 175 turns and connect the other end to
negatives (H.T. — and L.T. —) are usually £lw terminal C. The choke may be mounted

connected in the set. To connect the
set to the batteries it will be seen that all
that is required is to *“ plug in,” and to
withdraw them when disconnecting. The
diagram will make the scheme quite clear.
—EpGar Wirriaxs (Llanelly).

An Easily-made Pole Finder
ERE is a useful and inexpensive pole
finder. A short piece of glass tubing
about }in. in diameter is fitted with a cork
(or rubber) stopper at each end through

| Pick-up Tone Compensator :
WHEN using a'standard type pick-up on |'splendid results on Itihg
a

A double-pole double-throw safety switch.

home-constructed all-mains set, re-
sults are often disappointing, due to a hissing
sound on high tones-and loud passages,
along with accentuated needle
The cause of this would at
first appear to be due to over-
loading of one of the valves,

which a short length of copper wire has
GLASS  TUBE

CORK STOPPERS?
COPPER WIRE.

COPPER WIRE.

An easily-made pole finder.

been forced before fitting in the tube.
The tubc is half filled with a solution
made up of phenolphthalein 10 grains
(about a pennyworth), sulphate of coda
(Glauber Salts) joz., and about 20z. of
water. Shake the solution before filling
the glass tube as only a small proportion of
the phenolphthalein dissolves in the water.

but, on reducing the input b?r
means of the volume control,
it will be found that this ob- §f
jectionable sound is still pres-
ent. The condition is most
prevalent in resistance-capaci-
ty coupled amplifiers, and is
due to reasons other than over-
loading. The trouble is, how-
ever, satisfactorily overcome
by the method illustrated. |j
Connect a condenser of .0006 }
mfd. capacity between the grid
leak on the volume control
and the cathode or negative
high tension. The required
capacity will be best made up Fig. 2.
of two .0003 standard fixed

condensers in parallel. This

by a small brass or aluminium bracket, and
fixed as shown in the sketch. Fig. 2 shows
the completed choke, which has given

wavelengths men-
tioned.—F. N. P. (Ruislip).

Next week’s Data Sheet is entitled ¢ Wire

scratch. | and Wire Gauges.”

TERMINAL
MOLE,

WIDTH OF SLOT EQUAL
TO THICKNESS OF THE
EBONITE

TERMINAL
_HOLE,

Fig. 1.
the construction
choke.

>
1
Detail sketches showing \f

of an H.F.
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Their Method
and Erection, and How to Deal

of Construction

el St e 4

with Cases of Mishap. :

HARLYARD

/Nﬂ”- Fig. 3 (left). — How to

S (oer my

Fig, 2 (right). — Forming
the slip joint.

form the slip kaot.

The Erection of a Mast
O many, this means only the digging
of a hole, inserting the mast and
ramming the soil home. But, with
a little forethought and extra labour at the
initial erection, considerable time and
labour can be saved when the need for
renewals or repairs arises. A rusted pulley,
broken aerial wire or dirty insulators all
require either renewal or cleaning. Further-
more, a careful wircless enthusiast will
wish to keep his mast in a good state of
preservation, and this necessitates periodi-
cal repainting or re-creosoting.

To remove a mast from its foundation
is no easy matter, and to obviate this
trouble, the following mode of erection,
which embodies the facilities necessary
for the lowering of the mast will, no
doubt, appeal to many readers. Assum-
ing that the mast is from 20ft. to 35ft.
in length and of average diameter,

Next, drill holes through the two verticals
and the mast at point X (Fig. 1) 6in. from
the top of the verticals and point Y 1ft. 9in.
below point X. These holes are to receive
the bolts, and it is advisable to insert the
latter to ensure that the holes are correctly
drilled. If everything is so far satisfactory,
the mast can now be removed, and the
now completed bearer should be ercosoted
or tarred. If desired, the bottom half can
be charred for the purpose of preservation.

Fixing the Mast Bearer

The time is now opportune for the dig-
ging of the hole at the sclected spot where
the mast is to be erected. This hole should

W
|
L

= By R. A, HARRIS wwmmuraf

SLIP JoINT

MAST

be 3ft. deep and sufficiently long to receive
the bearer, but no more soil than is neces-
sary shounld be excavated. The bearer
can now be placed in the hole, but it must
be ascertained that the base of the mast,
Ivheln in position, will be above the ground
evel,

If the bearer is upright and facing the
correct direction, the hole can be filled in
with rubble, hardcore, and soil. Water
well when ramming down to prevent
subsequent subsiding. If time permits, it
is advisable to leave the final fixing of the
mast until the lapse of a few days, to allow
things to settle down to normal. The next

stage is the fitting of the pulley, acrial

is done, it is only necessary to raise the
mast and fix. This should be done as
follows: Place the mast between the
verticals, insert the top bolt, fit nut,
and tighten up until the mast is just

W wire, and neeessary stays. When this

purclﬁxse tfmm gxe fwo%d merchgut 31;wo S sufficiently loose to bedrotat-able. The
lengths of wood 6ft. by 4in. by 3in., f mast can now be raised to the vertical
one length of 1ft. 6in. by 7in. by 3in., Bo,LT position and the second bolt inserted.
and one block Bin. by 4in. by 3in. VERTIC /—'JL.VB s X Now tighten up both bolts firmly. The
From the i:ionmon%zzi, oll)t;lmliln iome lon% 1 i ;_:omplet/ed job will give sufficient satis-
screws, and two ts 12in. long wit. action to recompense the owner for
nutsto fit. For masts of greater length VE%T"ZC!."L the extra time and labour entailed.
propc;ret(;onally larger pieces of wood are =1 S
required. Stay Wires

Firstly, take the 1ft. 6in. piece “ A” BoLT It is often found necessary to fit stays
Eisce Fig. 1), émt O‘llltaSIOt‘hni‘WIdibs} hlrlx. y to an existing pole, and if the latter
cep, in and at the centre of each of the is embedded in the groend, consider-
two 3in. faces. Place the vertical piece. ' able diffieulties may be encountered
“B.1.” and € B.2.” at right angles, so SPACING 6 before the operation is ultimately com-
that the ends fit into the slots. With ~VECETC ' pleted. In a case where a continuous
|fong ;)crfeiws ﬁ%th t(r)mt }z‘md b%t, if prf- g hiz_ilyard is in use, the following method
erred), fix y together. ow, take 2 of fixing is worthy of note :—
the spacing -piece ** C” (Fig. 1), fit this G‘ ,2‘2”0 Take the mast end of the stay wire,
between the two verticals so that the loop round the base of the mast, and
f)(t)'p Slf thle t‘itzrmer II‘S ?ﬂ; ﬁﬁ(;r;] the tzg twist round to form a slip joint (Fig. 2).

e latter. Fasten vy wi Bend a small piece of wire to form a

screws. (A bolt can be used if pre- hook, and fasten with string to the
ferred.) When this is done, take the mast side of the halyard. Support the
mast and siide the bottom end between wire loop by the hook, and gently pull
the verticals (if the mast is too wide, " the halyard upwards at the same time
shave down to a width of 5in.) so 3 relieving the weight of the wire by an
giat tt,he bz}set l<1)f the mast is 3in. alg(_)vg P upward pressure of the latter. When the

e top o e spacing piece. Bin d required height is attained, a sudden
temporarily but securely, with wire or » ‘ downward and outward pull on the wire
cord. ZJ Fig. \.—The socket for the mast. (Continued on page 777.) =
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TONE CONTROL

An Important and Informative Article on a
Subject Which Will Interest All Who Are
Interested in Reproduction Problems

By F. W. LANCHESTER, LLD., FRS.

January 7th, 1933
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Fig. 2—The curves of the gramo=-
phone record of C and its octaves.

Y-

Fig. | —The curves of the musical
note C and its octaves.

HERE is nothing actually new about
tone control, but recently it has’
come very much to the front.

Tone control has been exercised by broad-
casting stations for many years, but the
tone control which is of interest to the
owners of receiving sets
means something differ-
ent; it is the same prin-
ciple applied to the set
itself.

Broadly stated, tone
control consists in a means
of varying the * centre
of gravity,” and distri-
bution of the acoustic
spectrum, and it com-

defect : the rcason being that in making

'a record the spiral spacing of the needle

track cannot be varied to suit changes of
pitch in the music; it is necessarily con-
stant and is dependent upon the recording
apparatus ; it has to be such as will give

radially) on a record is 3}in., then the
record will run for 350 turns, and dividing
this by 80 (the speed of the turn-table)
we find the run to be a little less than 4%
minutes. So we appreciate that the spiral
pitch of the track must be strictly limited,
and since fully half of this is taken up by
the needle point, the maximum amplitude
of movement permissible
is certainly not more than
.005 of an inch. Fig. 1
represents enlarged the
amplitude for ¢’ (middle
C)* and the two octaves
¢ and C below, as i should
be for equal energy output,
and Fig. 2 the amplitude
restricted by considera-
tions of recording ; ¢” {an
octave above middle ¢’)
is given in both figures.

monly involves the pro-

vision of a special circuit

whose function is to give

more amplification to the
as called for. That is one way of
expressing it, but it would be more true
to say that it is a means of giving less
amplification to the treble or bass, as the
case may be, becausc the introduction of
a tone contro! circuit can
only act by diminishing the
gain or amplification of the

bass or treble, | the required length-of run (al;out four

Fig. 3—A {tone corrector circait,

minutes for a 12in. record). Thus, the

pitch eommonly adopted is approximately
1/100 of an inch; it varies a trifle with
different rccords and different makes of
record. If the track * band” (measured

Actually, for realism, the
encrgy in the extreme bass
should be many times that
of the middle frequencies, as every
organ-blower knows to his cost, but we
are not considering that at present. So
we have the problem of tone-control for
the gramophone amplifier defined; it
involves a relatively great amplification
of the bass, or more accur-
ately expressed (as has been
pointed out), an actual at-

upper or lower frequencies.
Consequently, tone - control
cannot be made use of with
any success, unless the set
or amplificr has a great deal
in hand which we can afford
to throw away. Ordinarily,
to justify the adoption of
tone control in a set which
gives just sufficient volume
without, it is necessary to
supply an additional L.F.
stage.

tenuation of the higher
acoustical frequencies. Re-
ferring in greater detail to
Figs. 1 and 2, it i3 an
established fact that for
equal power (watts) the
amplitude X frequency is
constant ; and ¢’ is shown
with the full amplitude per-
missible, that is to say,
occupying the whole of the
available track width. Now
comparing Fig. 2 to Fig. 1,
the C one octave below has
an amplitude only half what

For the Gramophone Am-
plifter

it should be, and for the C

* The subject is best
approached by a simple
example rather than by a
generalisation. It is well
understood that in the

Fig. 4—The panel layout of the components shown in the circuit of Fig. 3.

two octaves below (the C
string of a ’cello 66—), the
track width is only one-
quarter of what it should be.
In Fig. 1, the amplitudes'
shown for the 3 C’s are those

ordinary gramophone record,
the bass, say, from about
middle C downward (¢’
256 frequency), is not record-
ed at full amplitude, and
the lower the tone the more
inadequate the amplitude;
tho result is that with the

l of equal energy.

Tone Control for High-Power
Amplifier
In an amplifier used to
illuminate a lecture given by

ordinary mechanical gramo-
phone the reproduction  is
always deficient in bass; a

e

lo

the author of the present
article, in the Town Hall,
Birmingham, in January,
1929, gramophone records
were used exclusively, there

characteristic imparting to
music what is currently

o]

being too much interference
from trams, ete., to make
use of broadcast; a tone-

termed * gramophone qual-

ity.” This may be regarded
as a defect in recording, but
it affects all kinds of record-
ing, and it i3 a necessary

Fig. 5:—Tbe lbyogl_ of the scheme illustraled above,

control circuit was devised,
* The notation used is that of
Helmholtz, C, ¢, ¢ and ¢’; ¢ is
middle 0.
(Continued on page 764.)
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COMPENSATES FOR HIGH-NOTE LOSS
INCIDENTAL TO SELECTIVE TUNING

GIVES THIS TREBLE COMPENSATION

WITHOUT ANY REDUCTION OF BASS

NOTHING FURTHER NEEDED-NO EXTRA
COMPONENTS-NO EXTRA L.F. VALVE

To-day the L.F. Transformer is increasingly looked to
for assistance in solving the selectivity problem. A non-
linear and not a straight-line type is needed to compen-
sate for the cutting of sidebands in search of selectivity.
@ Existing systems of variable tone compensationinvolve
some loss of amplification, which handicaps the simpler
and more popular types of receivers deriving selectivity
from highly efficient tuning coils and considerable
reaction. @In thesesimplersets, however, the compensa-
tion required to restore satisfactory reproduction can
be achieved without the complications of variable tone
control. An adequate degree of fixed compensation
can be obtained with the new Varley Compensating
Transformer DP.35, which has a rising treble response
carefully based on the amount of compensation required
by the average simple selective set. @Model DP.35 is
completely self-contained. Needs no extra L.F. stage,
no variable resistances or potentiometers. Costs less
than any other tone-compensating transformer.

arley

Proprietors
OLIVER PELL CONTROL LTD.

ANEW LE TRANSFORMER

for Se‘lec.live Circuits

SELECTONE

In 1933 super selectivity will be more
than ever necessary. Start the New Year
by constructing the Selectone,” the

- last word in selectivity in straight detector
L.F. receivers.

The “ Selectone ” incorporates the Col-
vern TD Coil, which is completely
screened and incorporates tapped aerial
coupling and reaction.

Four alternative aerial tappings are
arranged as sockets with a wander plug.
The first two tappings give aerial
couplings similar to those normally
employed, but with greatly ‘increased
selectivity.

Numbers 4 and 5 give a high degree of
selectivity with weak aemal coupling
suitable for use in a swamp area. There
is no break through on the long wave-

band from B.B.C. stations.
Price 8’6

Send for the Colvern Booklet, Radio List
No. 10.

LIMITED,

763

COLVERN

MAWNEYS ROAD, ROMFORD

Adot. of Oltver Pell Control Ltd., 103, Kingsway, W.C.2.

.

Tel. : Holborn 5303.
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Tone Control
(Continued from page 762.)
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Fig.6.— A diagramillustrating time and current.

following the pick-up, ccatrolied by a
rheostat which, by attenuating the upper
frequencies gave various degrees of * bass-
bias.” In order to permit of the (relative)
augmentation of the bass,: which mecant
throwing away the upper frequencics
wholesale, a four-stage amplifier was
specially designed, having an’ over-all
amplification of 100,000, or thereabouts.
The H.T. EALF. was supplied by an
Exide battery of 450 volts, and the power
“ galaxy ”’ consisted of eight B.12 valves
(BT.H.), 4 and 4 in push-pull, with
a maximum undistorted output (calcula-
ted), about 12 or 14 watts.

The extent of ‘ bass-bias >’ required to
rcstore organ music to its true majesty
is far greater than that necessary for
equality of energy, the bass needs many
tinies the watts of the higher frequencics.
We succeeded in reproducing the organ
music with such power and realism that
the bass shook the seats throughout the vast
auditorium ; many people, as they entered
the hall and took their scats, were under

PRACTICAL WIRELESS

inductance- L, the current rises in propor-
tion to time ; at first, 'strictly so, and later,

“at o less and less rate tending to a maximum

{(which is dependent upon the applied
E.M.F. and the resistance in circuit), when
the current becomes constant. The resist-
ance in the present case is made up. of

| the pick-up winding, the potentiometer

resistande, and the ohmie resistance of the
choke A. 'The rize of current with time, and
its gradual approach to its maximum value,.
is shown in Fig. 6, the form of the graph
being the well-known logarithmic curve.

TIME —

CURRENT

Figs. 7a and 7b.—A further representation
of Fig. 6.

The inductance of the choke L is
sufficiently high in relation to the eircuit
resistance to ensure that the current never
approaches its limiting value, and that the

portion of the graph in Fig. 6 which is |

utilised can be regarded

’_‘l
S NN TN NN\ as the initial inclined line

(without serious error), so
that the current is propor-
tional to the time of appli-
cation of the constant

C/\/\\/\/

C

E.M.F, and we have two

graphs 'y g
applied E.M.F., which is
constant (Fig. 7a), and the
current which grows with
time (Fig. 78). It is now
necessary to use terms

Fig. 9.—The record frace to give correct
reproduction of C and its oclaves.

the impression that the Town IHall organ
was rcsponsible. Fig. 3 is a diagram of
tho tone-control circuit employed. It
comprised a choke or inductance L of
about 50 henries (Ferranti, B.1), a poten-
tiometer O of 2,500 chms, and a variable
resistance, R (rheostat) max. 500,000 ohms.
Fig. 4 is a front elevation of the embodi-
ment of the cireuit, and Fig. § a plan view ;
the same reference letters are employed.
The essentials of the circuit are the induct-
ance and the potentiometer. The function
of the rheostat is to by-pass the * bass-
bias > circuit to diminish its influence ;
the rbeostat knob is the means of tone
control, and acts by varying the extent
to which the higher frequencies are allowed
to come through direct.

In considering the function of the circuit
as a means of bass-bias, we assume the
resistance 2 to be infinite, non-existent
in fact. Then, when EXM.F. (in this case
supplied by the pick-up) is: applied to

- which denote the relation
of these graphs. In Fig. 7 graph b is said to
be the integration of a, and conversely a is
the differentiation of b, thesc are terms used
in the calculus ; the editor inforins me that
I may not presume that all his readers are
mathematicians, so I will proceed to explain.
In Fig. 7b the ordinate which represents
current is the measure of the corresponding

TABLE 1.
I'Tequency= ..| 64 310 | 1,600
P=2nf — . | 400 | 2,000 10/000
=infinite  Imp.=|20,000|100,000/500,000
B=100,000 Imp.= 19,600| 70,000] 98,000
R=20,000 - Fmp.=|14,100 19,600/ 20,000
TAIiL_E II.
lT‘requencyz_T_ =o"i 104 —31(_) | 1,600
R=infinite .. ..l X6 | x26 X 126
R=100,000 .. ..| X8.1 | X18.5| x25
R=20,000 .. ] X45 | X5.1 | X8
R=0 * - - %1 X1 X1

* 'fone control cut-out.

(o} e AN T R

) L= N R
C\ - |

, namely, that of the |.
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area in Fig. 7a, and the ordinatec which
represents E.M.F. in Fig. 7a is a measure
of the slope in Fig. 7b, so that a constant
value of EM.F. Fig. 7a, when integrated,
gives o constant slope or rate of increase
in Fig. 7b. Conversely, a graph of constant
slope in Fig. 7b, which represents a con-
stant rate of increase, when differentiated,
gives a constant value of E.M.F. The par-
ticular cxample is just a simple case illus-
trating the more gencral principle of graphic
calculus. Thus, in Fig. 8 we have an
arbitrary varying E.M.F. 8« applied to an
inductance. The graph 8b representing
current is derived from 8a¢ by measuring
areas such as that shown shaded (by mcans
of a planimeter), and laying them off to a
suitable scale to give the current at any
instant as in Fig. 8b, and, conversely, if
the graph of the current be given tho

‘corresponding IE.M.F. value is derived by

laying off ordinates (Fig. 8a) proportional
to the slope (tan. angle) of the graph in
Fig. 8b. So that we have lcarnt to regard
the circuit of Fig. 3 as an integrating circuit,
the current is an integration of the applied
EM.F. But we want a new K. M.F. which
is the integration of the input EM.F. By
passing the carrent through a resistance
(the potentiometer) the *desired result is
attained ; the potentiometer is used,
incidentally, as a volume control.

w~ /[
e A

~

-

|
|
:
:

:/;’</
7

Figs. 8a and 8b.—A current variation
plotted in accordance with this article.

R T

The Action of an Integrating Cireuit

Let us now see in what manner this
integrating circuit acts in interpreting the
gramophone record. Let ¥ig. 9 represent the
trace required to give equal emergy for
middle ¢’ and the ¢ and C-one and two
octaves below respectively ; we have secn
that these cannot be properly recorded. For
reasons that will be supplicd later, in Fig. 9
a zig-zag has been substituted for the more
conventional sine curve. Now, if we
differentiate these zig-zags which (represent-
ing equal energy or power) are all of the
same slope, we get a new set of three curves
(Fig. 10) whose ordinates are all equal, for
as explained, in differentiating, the ordinate
is drawn proportional to the slope of the
parent curve. We see at once that these
differentiated curves fit into the recording
scheme, they represent equal energy for

(Continued on page 777.)

R

9,

Fig.‘lO.—A varied f;'rm of Fis.

Fig. |.—The effcct of harmonics,
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/= ecelvers

and their

ccords

HEN so many makers are devoting
their activities to the production :

We shall be pleased
to advise readers re-
garding purchase
of complete sets.

of mains operated receivers it is
pleasant to know that there exist some
reliable battery sets on the market which,
offered at a reasonable figure, fulfil the

requirements of the: man whose house is |

not equlpped with electric current. The

““ Aerodyme” Screen Grid 3. is one of |

the most popular models of the range of
receivers made by Hustler Simpson and
Webb, at their Walthamstow (London,
E.17) works. It is, in effect, a highly
sensitive instrnment embodying a variable-
mu screen-grid valve of-the-latest type,
power grid detector and super-power out-
put valve feeding a permanent magnet
moving-coil loud-speaker. (Although the
receiver is primarily designed for battery
operation, it will function equally well if
current is supplied by a high tension
eliminator.) The receiver is housed in a
cabinet of neat appearance ; its design is
strictly modern, and the general finish
Jeaves nothing to be desired.
the necessary controls—four in
number—have been symmetncally grouped
on the front of the cabinet below the loud-
speaker grille. The main tuning knob
whlch works the ganged condensers is also
incorporated with a separate trimming
device which acts as an auxiliary condenser
and is of the utmost importance to fine
tuning. By this means 1t is possible to
increase the strength of weak signals in
conjunction with the reaction and volume
controls. The trimmer or compensator is
on a spindle concentric with the main tuner
knob. Undemeath it wil be found the
combined “on” and “off” and wave-
change switch giving. three positions—

namely, ¢ shortwave > (250-500m.) to the
left, “longwave * (1,000-2,000m.) to the
nght and “off” when the point thus

marked is uppermost. On the extreme
left is the control which provides a variable
volume. This is obtained by means of a
25,000 ohm potentiometer working on the
bias to the screened-grid high-frequency
valve. Fmally, tho right-hand knob re-
presents “ reaction”’; it works smoothly
and no difficulty was encountered in ob-
taining good sensitivity whilst keeping the
valves just below oseillation point. There
is a knack in tuning s receiver which the

beginner must set himself to.acquire at the |

outset, if satisfactory results are to be

obtamed This principle applies to all |

receivers. A search for a transmission is

facilitated if the volume control is first |
set at its maximum position. Tuning is |

then carried out by means of the main

condenser knob or dial, in conjunction with |

the rcaction control. When signals are
heard they should be brought up to the
required volume by means of this main
tuner, and a finer reading on the scale
secured by the concentric trimmer. Re-
action must be kept as low as possible ; if
the mark is over-stepped the set will burst

PRACTICAL WIRELESS

¢« AERODYNE?”
GRID

SCREEN
“3” [

TRRgR PR

ne

into oscillation and signals are blurred and
distorted. If they are too loud, reaction
may be further. reduced by the appropriate
control knob. When dealing with trans- |
missions on neighbouring wavelengths,
which require eseparation, it is better to
reduce volume, to re-tune carefully, in
particular with the trimmer or compensator,
and to increase reaction within rcasonable
limits. Controls of all receivers, irrespec-
tive of their make and design, should be
turned slowly if full- advantage is to be
taken of the selective properties of a circuit.
On test the ** Aerodyne » Screen Grid * 3 7
gave a very good performance and a number
of British and foreign broadcasts were

The * Aerodync’: Screen Grid **3."

received at good loud-speaker strength.

For the purpose, both outdoor and indoor |
aerials were used ; in the latter case local |
transmissions provlded good signals, but
exoept under the best conditions, foreign
stations were below useful strength. There
are two aerial sockets at the back of the
cabinet—namely, Al and A2; the latter
firovided a higher degree of selectlwty than
the former, and proved its utility when
dealing with severe interference. During
dnylwht hours it was found possible, w’ hen
coupled to an outdoor aerial, to hear
Daventry, Radio-Paris, Tiffel Tower,

London Regional and National programmes ;
during the evening, in addition to these
transmitters, many others were success-
fully logged. The circuit showed a good
degree of - selectivity in permitting the
separation of London National from Trieste,
and again from Heilsberg; with better
adjustment of the controls Turin was

TR

CALIBRATION CHART OF SET
. DIRL SETTINGS
- (LI 0 a0 o_‘_to 70 '”M
4 |
Mdw: {800
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700,
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by }
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clearly heard. On the ‘“long” waves,
such stations as Motala, Eiffel Tower,
Daventry and Huizen could be tuned in
easily, but Konigs Wusterhausen was not
clear of its neighbours. On the lower
portion of the coil there appeared to be a
break-through of the London transmission,
but this occurred only over a small portion
of the scale and did not interfere with the
above-mentioned broadcasts.

The dial is very eclearly marked in degrees,
a principle which many makers might
adopt, as, against readings in actual wave-
lengths, unless perfectly calibrated, such
markings are liable to puzzle the bcgumer,
because if any discrepancy occurs it makes
identification of the transmitter a difficult
matter.

The * Aerodyne ™ Screen Grid “ 3 may
also be used for the electrical reproduction
of gramophone records. The pick-up sockets
are located at the back of the cabinet and
it is only nccessary to plug in the pick-up
leads to obtain the desired result. To
avoid, however, the supcrlmposmg of radio
on ﬂramophone signals, it is advisable to
detune the mstmmenb—na.mely, to make
surc that the dial reading does not tally
with the wavelength of a powerful local
transmission. If volume ofp reproduction
is too greabt, an external potentiometer
control may be adopted. Generally speak-
ing, the Aerodync passed its tests very
satisfactorily. It has been built with carc
and forethought and the construction shows
a good standard of workmanship. Tho
components have been carefully grouped
on the metal chassis, and to ensure efficicncy,
all wiring is carried out under the base
plate. The moving-coil loud-speaker gives
an excellent quality of reproduction, with a
very even response throughout the scale.
Speech was crisp and clear, and tone
remained natural so long as volume was
not injudiciously foroed

The * Aerodyne™ Screen Grid “3”
{Battery) may be strongly recommended as
an all-round efficient receiver which,
although listed at the reduced price of
£9 9s., is capable of giving the listener
the choice of a number of British and
foreign programmes. The makers, in order
to assist beginners in wireless, have issued
clear and coneise instructions in the booklet
supplied with the set, and to facilitate
matters, have labelled every single lead in
the cabinet which an unskilled person
may be called upon to handle.
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Myr. Preston, the designer of this interesting receiver

N the first issue of PracTicAL WIRELESS
the Editor kindly invited me, along
with my colleagues, to describe my

fivourite circuit. Since the time of publica-
tion numerous queries have becn addressed
to me (c/o the Editor) asking for further
details and practical data in rcgard to the

“construction of a set employing the circuit

I described. In each case I have been
compelled by reason of our rules to ask
those querists to wait fer a little while,
because (I did not tell them this) I was
experimenting on. a- greatly improved
version of my original idea. All readers
of Pracrica. WIRELESS are by now well
aware of the fact that we absolutely refuse
to supply constructional details of any set
which has not been made and subjected to
the strictest and most rigorous tests in
our own laboratories. In no othér K way
can we give an absolute guaranteec of tho
sct’s performance. The Selectone, which
I am going to describe, started its life
on the test bench several months ago as
a practical example of “My Favourite
Circuit,” but in” the ensuing time 1t has

grown to fill maturity. It has passed

" through many experimental stages, and even

six weeks ago it was a set. of which I was
proud. But that was not enough ; I was
determined that before I would present
the design to readers of PracticaL' WIRE-
LEss the set must not only be good, but it
must be as near perfection as possible.
I should not have prepared this article
now were I not confident that the Selectone
is better than any other contemporary re-
ceiver in its class, and also that it represents
a very definite step forward in design
and technique.

Perfect Tone Control.

Before telling you just what the Selectono
will do let me give an outline of its special
features.”,
is on the Stenode principle, whlch means
that tuning is so dead sharp as actually
to cut off a portion of the sidebands.
For this reason’ the tuner is purposely
designed to weaken the higher musical
notes, but by using a variable tone control,
which can De operated at will by the

Three-quarter front view of the receiver

. appreciated,~ but

In the first place .the’ circuit

s pome = ram

AN ULTRA-EFFIG

Wondeérful - Recelver, Novel in Prlncnole,

"By FRANK

listener those notes can be restored to any
desired extent. » The full significance of
this_feature must be experienced to he fully
it 'ensures that any.
desired tone. from ¢ shrill” to * boomy

bass can be obtained as desired, More than
this,”  however, it  makes possible in mild

Thé underside of the baseboe

LIST OF COMPONENTS

1 Vibranti plywood panel 14in. by 8in.
-1, Utility Standard .0005 mfd. condenser.
i 1:Utility type W. 181 micro-dial.
1 Lissen .00015 mfd. differential condenser.
1 Colvern type “ T.D.” coil.
1 Lissen 3-point wavechange switch. o,
1 Telsen onr-off battery switch,
1 Wearite type *“G.C.0.”
switch.
1 Lissen 5,000 ohm. potentiometer.
3 Eddystone chassis mounting valve-
holders. Ly
1. T.C.C: .0002 mfd. fixed condenser.,
»1 Dubilier 3 megohm grid leak.
:1; Dubilier grid leak holder. -
.1 Telsen Standard H.F. choke,
<1 Benjamin Transfeeda.
1 T.C.C.: 2-mfd. condenser. ,
‘1 Varley Rectatone transformer.
1 Belling Lee baseboard fuseholder with
60 m.a. fuse.
10 Belling Lee ““ .Junior *! terminals’; 1 each
marked A, B,'L.T.4, L.T.—, H.T.—,

: +
radio-gram

e

-
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cases the complete elimination of heter-
odyne whistles created by stations working
on adjacent wavelengths. = This latter is
impossible with any ordinary_ receiver
unless fitted with a special whistlé ﬁlter.
Variable Selectivity

Tuning is perfectly sharp, so that no

ird showing the simple wiring

. FOR THE SELECTONE

H.T.4, L.S.—, L.S.+, and 2 marked
Pick-Up. {

6 Belling Lece wander plugs;, marked
G.B.+, GB.—, G.B.—1, G.B.—2,
H.T.+,HT.—.

1 Strip Becol ebonite, 14in. by l&m.

1 Bulgin G.B. battery.

1 Coil Glazite connecting wire.

1 short length flex.

1 5- ply baseboard, 14in. by 8in.

2 pieces hard \AOOd, 14in. by 33in. by Am.

1 piece 3-ply, 14in. by 2in,

Approximate total cost — £4 10s. 0d.

. Accessories. .

1 Camco * Excelsior ’ or “‘ Aston Senior ”
cabinet. 3

3 Cossor valves; 1 . type ,210 Det_.
(metallized), 1 210H. L.and 1 220P

1 Ediswan 9v. G.B, battery.

1 Ediswan 105v. super capacntyH %13 battety.

1 Ediswan 2v. 40 a.h. accumulator. ’

1 Celestion Soundex permanent magnet
moving-coil loud-speaker.

ONE.
ENT BATTERY SET

n Conception, in Design and in Performance ..

- Sensitivity

- ceivers, except those _using a

- first test  of the final modcl

. well received at good,speaker

P e >

767.

Rear view of the Selectone, showing the clean appearance

station (even if it is situated a few miles
from your aeriul) will occupy more than two
ox three.degrees on the special micrometer
tuning dial. The Selectone is not merely

highly._selective, however, but the degrec .

of selectivity is under full control, and can
be altered to suit any and every set of
conditions. The extrenie selectivity ensures
a silent background and real enjoyment
of the programme being received. On the
long waves, Daventry, Zecsen and Radio
,Paris can all be rcceived separately, even
though the frequency separation of the

. two former stations is only 4 kilocycles,

or insufficient to permit of their separation
with a band pass tuner. Such stations as
North Reglonal—Lanrrenberrr Midland
Regional “— Bucharest and~ J
North National—Hilversum on

tho 'medium waves can be

scparated with ecase, whilst

‘even M,uhlacker “and London
Regional can be received clear

of each other by a slight

sacrifice of the higher frequen-

cies,

Most highly selective, re-

Ia,rge number . of Valves, are
not particularly sensitive, but; 4
that cannot be said of the set
under review. - During ' the

(at lea.st four others were made
during the experxmcnt'tl
period) forty-two stations were

strength when  using an outside
aerial of_ 70ft. overall length.
Reducing the length to 40ft.
had very little effect,"and even
when the set was tmnsfencd
to a poor indoor aerial running
round- the picture rail of a
downstairs . room,  no - fewer
than "- twenty-five - stations
could be brought -in at good
programme strength.” - As.
‘the tunér covers a' range of
from under 200 to just over
500 metres in the medium-

0 nes.
wave position, and from lires

Another view of [
the Selectone, A
showing the simple g b, g

about 850 to 2,000 metrés on the long
waves, pmctlcally every worth-while Euro-
pean and American station is covered.
It will be of interest to would-bhe construc-
tors to learn that a few-hours after com-

“pletion the Sclectone brought in two Ameéri--
‘can medium-wavo - stations,- KDKA on

306 motres and . WGY on 379.5 metres,
at fair :speaker. strength,. even though the
time (Grecnwich). was only 1 a.m. . Such-
popular Continentals as Fécamp, Bucharest

Hilversum, Rome, Miihlacker,.Moscow ;md
Radio Paris can always be rehed upon to
provide really good loud-speaker signals at
any time of day or night.: As a matter of
fact a short test during the afternoon

.enabléd @ me to obtain good reception of

T
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a dozen foreigners. I will say no more
at this juncture about the actual stations
received, but will leave that matter for
a later article in which I will give a more
complete log and figures in relation to
dial readings.

Loud Speaker Quality

The quality of reproduction will meet
with the approval of the most fastidious
of music lovers, whilst the fact that the
actual tone can be varied will be keenly
.appreciated, whether your taste lies in the
direction of jazz, chamber music, brass
bands, plays or talks—high-brow or low-
brow is equally well catered for.

Provision for a Pick-Up

Yes, I have made provision for a pick-up,
and the quality of gramophone reproduction
i just as good as that of radio programmes.
The tone control is also operative on
gramophone music and, in addition to its
normal function, it can be employed as a
scratch filter, so making it possible to
eliminate needle scratch. The pick-up
is brought into circuit by the action of a
switch mounted on the front panel, so there
is no need to probe about inside the set to
effect the change-over.

Appearance

Both from inside and out the Selectone
looks as good as it is. The clean layout
and use of a box-form chassis make the
interior “look good,” whilst the Camco
cabinet, designed specially for this set, is
of particularly handsome and attractive
appearance ; in fact, I can honestly say
that the photographs do not do justice
to it.
Safety

I must not forget to add that a safety
fuse is provided, so that it is impossible to
damage either the valves or components
by making a wrong connection.

Not an Expensive Set
After reading the above introductory

remarks you may have drawn the con-
clusion that the Selectone is going to cost

rather a lot to build. I would not go so far
as to say it 18 a “ cheap ” set, but it is
definitely not expensive. Considering that
it gives results equal to most super-hetero-
dynes, and better than many of them, its
cost is distinctly reasonable. You will see

from the list of components that the price

of the bare set is approximately £4 10s. 0d.,
in spite of the fact that really high-
grade and modern components are specified.
If you add to this the cost of the cabinet,
valves, batteries and speaker you will find
that there will be some change out of a
ten-pound note.

Low Running Costs

Reasonable cost is not confined to the
building of the set though, because running
costs are, in proportion, even lower still.
The consumption of high-tension current.is
no more than 7 miliamps when using a
108-volt H.T. battery, or 10 milliamps with
120 volts high tension. Filament current
consumption is .4 amp., and so the 30
ampere-hour accumulator will give about
75 hours’ running per charge. If you have
a H.T. eliminator, even of the smallest
type, it will be quite suitable for this set,
because adequate decoupling is provided,
and only a single H.T. positive tapping is
required.

Ample Loud Speaker Output

When using the valves specified, in con-
junction with a 108-volt high-tension
battery, the Selectone has a maximum
undistorted output of about 110 milliwatts,
or with a 120-volt battery the output
is 140 milliwatts. If desired the undis-
torted output can be brought up to 170
milliwatts by increasing the H.T. voltage

to 150, but this will not be necessary unless’

the set is to be used in a very large room.
For the benefit of those readers to whom the
above figures have no signifieance it should
be explained that an output of 100 milli-
watts is sufficient to give really good
volume in an average sized drawing-room

when-using a sensitive moving-coil speaker

of the type specified.

For ‘‘ Old Hands ”’ 3
The Selectone will have a particularly
strong appeal to *““old hands” who are
tired of reading descriptions of so many
“new ™ sets which are obviously mere
modifications of those they have been
building for years. The new principles,
up-to-date constructional methods, de-luxe
features, really sensible and easily-calibrated
tuning dial and businesslike appearance
are just a few of the things that will at once
be 1recognized. In addition they will
be pleased to have a set with which the
number of stations receivable varies in
proportion to the skill of the operator.
By skilful use of the reaction control the
range of reception is truly unlimited.

‘—And Beginners

But the beginner will also find the sct
just to his liking. Its method of con-
struction, combined with the complete
wiring charts, 'sketches and photographs
to be given next week, will be found so
simple and straightforward that the veriest
tyro need not hesitate to build the Selectone
with full confidence of success. Although
as pointed out in the last paragraph, the
results vary in relation to the skill of the
operator, I have proved that a person
without.any experience of receiver operation
can bring in a goodly number of stations
by the merc process of revolving the tuning
knob. As a‘matter of fact, I recently asked
an oldish Jady to sece what she could do
with the Selectone, after I had- connected
the batteries. The test was made during
the evening on an 80-foot aerial situated
some twenty miles from the North Region
transmitters. She did not attempt to
use the reaction control at all, and yet
was able to bring in eleven stations on
the medium waves and four on the
long. The tuning of each of. the
Northern stations spread over less -than
four degrees, and neither station could be
heard in the slightest degree when the set
was switched over to long waves. That, 1
think, is wonderful proof of the Selectone’s
capabilities ! ;
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RADIO AS THE IDEAL RECEIVER FOR THE

FAMILY MAN. GIVES LIFE-LIKE QUALITY

REPRODUCTION WITH THE

EPOCH

TWEN-

TIETH CENTURY MOVING COIL

SPEAKER.

1
3

1TCC.

1

P]ywood Panel, Nm by
Uhhty Slandard 0005-

condenzer, with

WIS Mierordial
Ready Radio 000|5—mfd

differential condenser
Colvern 1type 'T D Y
Coil 8
Ready Rndlo .-pt wave
change switch . 1
On.-off battery swnch %, 1
Wearite type “GC.O.7
Radiogram switch
Watmel 5,000 ohm Po-

tentiometer

Clix Chassis Mounhng
Valve holders

£002-mid, fixed

condenscr ..

Dubilier 3-megohm Gnd

ea. B
Grid Leak Holder b
Ready Radio Standard
H.F. Choke i ..

O O

Benjamin Transfeceda
T.C.C. 2-mid. condenser. .

Varley Rectatone trans-
former DP33 .. o

| Belting Lee Baseboard
Fuse-holder, with 60 m.a.

use ..
10 Belling Lec

terminals

marked : erial Earth,
4 LT—, HT—
H T, LS— LS. and

marked pick-up
6 Belling Lee Warder Plugs
marked GB, GB-—
ﬁ.B.—l, GB=2 HT.
1 'tbon'itc strip, 14in.by 1in.
1 Bulgin G.B. Battery clip
1 Coil Connecting Wire ..
1 Length flex, screws, ete.
1 5—p|y bascboard 14in. by
in., hard wood
Vdin. . by }m..
l piece ply 14in. by Zin.
‘159 " Walnut Cabinet .
3 Valves to specification. .
1 Calibrator Easy S(anon
Finder (no charge)

These are just the
components to build

quality Battery Receiver.

EVERYTHING RADIO.

Immediate Delivery from New
Year’s stocks. Sets, Speakers,
Eliminators, Batteries, Valves,
Components, Radiograms.
Let us know your requirements
and we shall be pleased to dispatch
you by return.

COMPLETE CATALOGUE
ACCESS-

OF ALL SETS

ORIES AND GADGETS
PRICE 1/- POST FREE

£ s,

NN O

right
a high

KIT MODEL No.

£

(less valves and cabinet) 4
or 12 monthly pay-
ments of b

s.
2
8

1
d.

0
0

KIT MODEL No. 2

(with  valves  less
cabinet) 9
or twelve monthly
payments of

KIT MODEL No.

(with valves and
cabinet) . 6
or 12 monthly pa)-
ments of

KIT MODEL No.
(with “ 159" Walnut
Consolette  Cabinet
and Epoch Twen-
tieth Century Moving
Coil Speaker

or twelve monthly
payments of. .

49

10 0

3
49
6

6

RECOMMENDED
ACCESSORIES

£9. d.
Blemens H.T. Battery 120 volts 13 6
Oldham 0.30 Accumulator o 9 o0
ﬂiemv.ns G.B. Battery 1T 0
* Cop ** Aer{al and lead- in mbe 2 8
Selectanet Indoor Acrial . . 28
Selectanst Earth . 18
Epoch Twenticth Cen'.nry Perm-
anent Magnet Moving Uoll
Speaker 115 o
Atlas AC. 244 Fliminator .. 213 ¢
Atlas ALK. 260 Ellminnlor wlth
taickle chavger .. 410 0

Specially Recommended

Block L.T. Accumulator,
2 volts, 80 amp. hours, 11/6.

I'TO OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS, i

!We specialise in Radio for|
| Export. Goods to your exactl
specification are very carefully’
¥ packed and insured, all charges |
forward. Terms : Cash thhl
order, or deposit one-third

'with order. Balance C.0.D.

159, BORO. HIGH ST., LONDON BRIDGE, S.E.1

<ERENNEENERNINNENNEEP

FREE CALIBRATOR
* Practical Wireless "

rcngn Stahons ‘:y name.
I'CCCIVCY

at is why we give One Absollnely
with every Direct Radio Kit.

Eve enthusiast must
hnve a Calibrator, the new gadget that identifies
F Amazingly simple to
use, it trebles the entertainment value of
No set is complete without it.

any

FREE

ATTITETTY

CASH,

C.0.D.

() I enclose
for which (b) I will pay on delivery
(¢} I enclose first deposit of

A R T o B - e i M i 8
i { ADDRESS.....

AND EASY PAYMENT ORDER FORM
To : . Direct Radio Ltd., 159, Borough High Street, London Bridge, S.E.1.

Cross

Please dispatch o me at once the following OOMS .............ccuivoironiimiesciiiciiiinsanss b

out

not applicable. J

line}

prac. W, 7/1/33

DISCRIMINATING SET BUILDERS INSIST ON A DIRECT RADIO SPECIFICATION
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CAN YOU READ A GRAPH?

FRANK PRESTON, FR.A., here explains in straightforward language the advantages
and use of graphs of the types frequently employed for wireless purposes.

S you have observed, graphs
are employed very frequently
in wireless work and provide

a simple means of supplying a large

amount of data in what might be’

called tabloid form. Immediately
you open a valve carton you find
“inside a graph showing the character-
istics of the valve ; when buying a
transformer you are often supplied
with a graph which shows its
response to various frequencies ;
every week in PracricAL WIRELESS
vou will find on the page devoted
to “ Receivers and their Reeords >
a graph showing the condenser
settings for the various wavelengths;
in a recent issue of PRracTicAL

WireLEss I gave some graphs from which
one can find the ratio of an output trans.
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H }
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&
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“ 50 70 96 (0] 130 150
VOLTAGE DROP.
Fig. 1.—This graph shows the relationship between voltage

drop and current for a 5,000 ohm. resistance,

ing them. A graph is a much easier thing to
understand than is a bowling analysis or a

bridge score card, once the basie

is applicable to any current. For
instance, we could not find from the
table the voltage drop at, say, 22
milliamps, but by using our graph
it is immediately apparent that the
required figure is 110 volts. The
result is obtained by finding 22 milli-
amps on the vertical scale and
taking a horizontal line across to
the graph ; where it cuts the latter
we take a vertical line down to the
lower scale and read off the answer.
By working in the reverse manner
we could find the current nccessary
to produce any required voltage
drop.
Curves

The graph of Fig. 1 is of the

simplest kind, where the two variable fac-
tors, voltage and current, are in simple
proportion. It is because of the latter fact

f
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GRID VOLTS

Fig. 3—A "grid volts—anode
current '’ curve of power valve.

settings against the corresponding wave-

Actually the curve was prepared

by tuning in a few stations of known wave-
length at different parts of the condenser

principles have been grasped. that the
graph is
What a Graph Is represent-
Stated briefly, a graph is a [ed by a
diagram used to show how one | straight
factor varies in relation to an- | line. But
other. Thus we could, and often | it is more
500 do, preparc a graph to show how | usual to
b the temperature changes from | find the
R I f day to day or how the value of | relation-
£ 0 the pound fluctuates. A graph | ship ex-
= T : t could also be used as a ready | pressed by
- 2 ! reckoner, so that corresponding | a curved
» T values of two variable quantities | line, such
e L can be read off at a glance. As | as that of
T an example of this I would ask | Fig. 2,
5 msl you to compare the following | which is
S ! table with the graph of Fig. 1. a typical
g > Current.  Voltage Drop. tu nhl ? g
Z m.a. volts. SEsp FTor
2 325 5 25 areceliver.
§ 300 ig % Tuning
il 20 100 e
it 2 125 e e
250 30 150 Eien b
Both the table and the graph | plotting
& H show the voltage drop across a | various
¥ 15 Hf 5,000 ohm resistance when pass- | condenser
=222cocooosios ~ - 51 ing various values of current.
0 1 2 3 co?omizn' =t < But whereas the table only gives | lengths.
Fi - e the voltage drop at a few speci-
“ig. 2.—A typical tuning curve. fied current ratings, the graph
former suitable for various )
combinations of loud-speakers 400
and valves. But I need give 350
no more examples—you know
the kind of diagram I refer to. < 300§ W -
What do all these gra({)hs 9‘ 250 —t O Yours la
- mean to you ; can you under- =2} b L o o
stand them and use them to & 200 A, =8 .Od) 49 o —t—
the best advantage * I know & 450] ) 150 Vol rd A~ Tt
perfectly well that many 5 |
readers fight shy of graphical © 100 ==
diagrams because they look © 50
uninteresting and perhaps o
rather * highbrow,” if I may

use that much overworked
word. Believe me, they are
neither, if you will spend
about balf an hour. in consider-

5 70 15 90 95 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90

D.C. OUTPUT GURRENT (MilLiAMPS)

Fig. 4—Load current for a half-wave rectifier.

dial and marking with a small
cross the wavelength appro-
priate to each setting. Hav-
ing obtained a few positions a
smooth curve was drawn
through them. When the
curve is drawn it can be used
to find the wavelength of the
set at any position of the
condenser ar, conversely, to
find the condenser setting
required to tune the set to
any desired wavelength.

‘ Anode Current—Grid Volt-
age *’ Curves

A similar kind of curve can
be drawn to show how the

v-anode current of a valve
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‘ﬁ]ries Wilt;h ft}E grid bias voltage., . 100 as applied to a certain band-pass
e graph of Fig. 3 is that supplied & o 2 tuner.
by the makers in relation to a typical § 80- 7 o Z //// 2
small power valve.] In this case three I /// Z Gz ZZ éi Voltage Amplification
curves are drawn on the same graph ., 60 22 / ﬁ (C) Another kind of graph, of which
to represent the conditions existing g 40 Z the shape of the curve is most
:]131‘; glreeshdiﬂ'erent anode voltages. Z g P ; ZZ A i?struct;]ve, is that which isi 1‘11ised to
sides showing how much anode % 7 2 show the percentage amplification
current the valve will consume, the & 0 . 4/ ZZZ ZZZZ2 afforded by a low frequency trans-
graph can he employed to find the 6

correct grid bias voltage for different
anode voltages and also the power
handling capacity of the valve.
Space does not permit of my entering
into the theory of valves here, but
it can be explained that to produce dis-
tortionless amplification and to prevent
overloading, the valve should always be
worked on the part of the * curve” just
above the lower bend. Thus when 100
volts H.T. is used the correct G.B. voltage
is approximately 7.5 and at these voltages
the anode current consumption will be about
4 milliamps. In the same way it will be
scen that when 150 volts high tension is
used, the correct grid bias voltage is about
12 and the anode current rather more than
6 milliamps,

Rectifier Qutput

Another use for a graph is to show the
voltage output of a rectifier under varying
_conditions of current load. Fig. 4 shows
the “ load curves ”’ for a half-wave recti-
fying valve when fed from three different
transformer voltages. It will be seen
that when 200 volts A.C. is applied to
the rectifier the output voltage is 250
with a load of 10 milliamps, or 170
volts with a load of 75 milliamps (the
maximum for this valve). The graph
cnables us to see at a glance what the
output voltage would be at any particu-
lar current load. This information is
invaluable when designing an eliminator
or mains receiver because it enables us
to calculate with certainty the correct
values for the various H.T. fed resist-
ances,

PERCENTAGE AMPLIFICATION,

Curve Shape

Quite apart from obtaining accurate
numerical data a good deal of infor-
mation can often be gained merely by
studying the shape of the curve. As
an example of this I would ask you to
cxamine the grapk of Fig. 5(4) which
shows the response of a tuning circuit
to different frequencies. The zero
position on the horizontal scale repre-
cents the frequency of the carrier wave
of a station and the figures on each side
refer to the frequency of the side bands
or musical notes impressed on the carrier
wave. It will be seen that although full
response is given to notes of low fre-
quency, the response to high frequencies
falls off very rapidly. The curve tells ua
that the circuit under review tunes very
sharply and cuts off, or gives little re-
sponse to, the higher musical frequencies.
In consequence, it will provide excellent
selectivity, but must be

PERCENTAGE RESPONSE.

543210123456
KILOGYCLES OFF TUNE

Fig. 5 A. B. and C.—Response curves for different

of taned circuils.

by some kind of tone-correction device if
good reproduction is required. Now com-
pare the graph of Fig. 5 (A4) with that of
5 (B). The latter obviously represents a
flatly-tuned ecircuit which would he un-
selective but would give practically an
cven response to all musical notes.

Fig. b (C) is the response curve of an
ideal band-pass tuner; equal response is
given to all musical frequencies up to 4}
kilocycles (the highest permissible under
the present scheme of 9 kiloeycle separation
between stations), but higher frequencies
are given a sharp cut-off. Thus the circuit
represented will be very selective, even
though giving full response to all musical

former at various musical frequencies.
Fig. 6 is a typical example of a per-
centage amplification-frequency
curve, and shows us that the trans-
former represcnted gives practically
uniform amplification to all fre-
quencies from about 150 cycles per
second to just over 2,000 cycles. Below
150 cycles the amplification falls off
rapidly. whilst the same thing occurs above
some 5,000 cycles. There is a * peak ™ at
4,000 cycles, and therefore notes round
about this frequency will be emphasised to
a certain extent. The curve is fairly
representative of an average low-priced
L.F. transformer.

It will be noticed that the seale ‘of
frequencies is graduated so that the lower
frequencies are more “ spread out’ than
the higher ones; this arrangement is
generally employed in connection with.
musical notes since it gives a better re-
presentation of performance at the fre-
quencies most commonly employed,

kinds

Piek-Up Response ;
And now it will be interesting to
compare Fig. 6 with Fig. 7. The latter

is the response curve for a good up-to-
date gramophone pick-up. The response
to frequencies between about 100 and

2,000 cycles is more or less uniform, but
the curve rises below 100 cycles and falls
gradually above 2,000 cycles. A pick-up

with characteristics such as these would
make it possible to obtain an almost
equal (loud-speaker) volume from all

sound frequencies because the lower
fregucncies arc of necessity attenuated
(reduced in intensity) by the process of

recording.

For the Practical Man

It would be impossible in a short
article such as this to refer to every kind
of graph, but it is hoped that sufficient

has been said to enable every reader to
give a correct interpretation to all those
in common use. Remember that, al-

though graphs are often prepared by the
technician and theorist, they are intend-
ed for use by the practical man, and it

is ‘he who benefits most by them.

» e

NEXT WEEK’S DATA SHEET

is entitled

frequencies. The curve will explain the
reason for the term * square-peak ”
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Fig. 6 (above)—Percentage amplification—frequency

curve for an L.F. transformer.

followed Fig, 7 (below).— Response curve for an up-to~duate pick-up.
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THE SIMPLEST WAVEMETER

A Practical Article on the Construction and Use of an Absorption

Type Wavemeter. By K.

o ., S| V. a—t ram®

E. BRIAN JAY

-

s

| %
<G
Fig. 1.—A closed circuit as
used “in . the  absorption
wavemeler.

AVEMETERS,

or frequency
: meters as we
‘ought to call them in
these days, are of
‘two kinds, heterodyne
and absorption. The
difference between them
is this: the heterodyne
type puts a signal of
‘known wavelength into
the receiver, while the’
absorption type takes
-power out of the

| latter is screen-

the same wavelength. In gencral, however,

“} it is not possible to get the meter coil near

coil, especially if the
ed or the receiver
is in a cabinet. To
overcome this diffi-
culty the meter coil
is coupled in the

to the receiver

in to the aerial ter-
minal on the set.
On short waves it

Fig. 2.—Using a smatl external coil &=——

wire from the lead- °

factory. The size of L, is not particularly
critical : as a guide to making it at home,
65 turns of 28 D.S.C. S.W.G. wire wound
on a cardboard tube of 2%ins. diameter
were found to tune from 239 metres at
49 degrees on a .0005 mfd. condenser, to
480 metres at 118 degrees. Corresponding
readings of 72 degrees and 170 degrees were
obtained with a .0003 mfd. condenser,
which would therefore require a larger coil
to cover fully the medium waveband;
probably 70 to 75 turns would suffice for
most, purposes, any gauge of wire between
24 and 30 being suitable for either coil. A
commercial unscreened dual-range coil
would do quite well, and cover the long
wavces in addition. Whichever type of coil
is used, however, it will be necessary to
put on L. oneself. On the medium broad-
cast band about 8 turns wound close to
one end of the coil should do, but on the
long waveband more may be needed.

: This is a matter for individual experiment,
receiver at a known f or coupling the meter. (RECaNGR the aim being to obtain as marked a
‘'wavelength. The first kind will ob- 60 reduction of signal strength as is possi-
viously be elaborate, since it must ble, compatible with sharp tuning on
contain the means of generating a the meter. To find out whether the
signal ; older types used a buzzer for coil I, is of the right size, if it is
this purpose, but were hot very \ home-made, tune the receiver to a
accurate ; the modern instrument, the  {y station as mear the bottom of the
‘true heterodyne type, employsa valve Y waveband as possible, and adjust the
which, acting as an oscillator, gener- [ wavemeter to resonance; the wave-
ates a signal that sets up a beat note h meter dial reading should be near zero,
in the receiver. Heterodyne wave- § say, 20 to 30 degrees for Fécamp on
meters- ean be very accurate, but are h 223 metres. Do the same for a station,
unnecessarily complicated and expen- % 1£00 such as the North Regional, near the
sive, for such purposes as the ordinary top of the band ; in this case the meter
“listener requires them. X reading must be around 160 degrees.
N L :
" ) As long as the whole waveband is
-Absorptiog Type Wavemeter 2 / within the wavemeter dial all is well.
The absorption type, on the other H V. If the shorter wave station is at, say,
hand, combines reasonable accuracy 70 degrees, however, the coil will
with cheapness, and a simplicity that l§ /] probably be too small ; if no reson-
is unusual in radie apparatus. It Q / ance point at all can be found for it.
consists merely of a coil and variable and the longer wave station is around
condenser loosely coupled to the 100 degrees, the coil is too big.
teceiver so that it absorbs a little . ]
power from the receiver when it is 200 =~ Callbrating the Instrument
tuned to the same wavelength ; this O 7850 We have now to calibrate our instru-
results in the signals heard decreasing WavEMETER CONDENSER ment, by no means a difficult operation
-in strength, or if the receiver is oscilla- SETTING IN DEGREES despite its great importance. All that
ting it will go out of oscillation. Fig. . . h . has td be done is to tune in as many
1 shows the theorctical circuit of an Fig. 3.—The tuning graph for calibration. reliable broadeasting stations of known
absorption wavemeter, L; being the coil, | will be sufficient A\ wavelength as pos-
and C, a variable condenser. The meter | merely to loop this ), L2 sible, tune the
¢an be made up by mounting C, on | wire once round the wavemeter accur-
a small panel fixed to a baseboard | meter coil, but on ately to resonance
upon which the coil rests. If hand capacity | the broadcast band 52 with each, and note
effects are noticeable, connect the moving ! this is not enoungh. - Y its dial reading and
vanes of the condenser to earth ; in cases | A few turns of wire the wavelength of
where hand capacity is very bad, or should | should therefore be the station. The
the constructor be ambitious for extreme | put on the former
accuracy, the meter can be mounted in a | of the meter coil
screened box. A good slow-motion dial { and connected as r
with easily-read divisions and a fine in- | L, in Fig. 2. Cz < AerIAL
dicating line must be fitted.
In use the_ meter is loosely coupled to | Constructional | -
the receiver, the simplest method being to | Details ‘ :
place the coil in line with the receiver-coil With regard to H
and within an inch or so of it. _ On rotat- | constructional de- d
ing the meter dial one point will be found | tails, for C, any L/ » EARTH —_|

where the signal strength of the station
being received falls away considerably ;
the meter is then said to be in resonance
with the incoming signal, .., tuned to

good variable con-
denser of .0005 or
.0003 - mfd. capa-
city ‘will be satis-

Sy

o o o TSR

Fig, 4.—A practical adaptation
of the wavemeter,

RECEIVER
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B.B.C. stations will give a useful nucleus
of points, and there are several high-
power foreigners who will be audible
on most sets. A graph is then plotted
on squared paper as in Fig. 3, wavemeter
dial readings being marked along the
b(()lttom and wavelengths up the left-hand
side.

The wavemeter can then be used to assist
in identifying an unknown station. Suppose
such a station is heard : . the meter is
coupled up to the receiver, and the knob
turned until the signal strength is suddenly
reduced. The condenser setting of the
meter is then compared with the graph,
and the wavelength read off. From one of
the published lists of broadcasting stations
the transmission nearest to this wavelength
is found, and the station identified quite
easily. If it is desired to search for a
certain station the meter is set to the
appropriate wavelength, and the receiver |
tuned until there is a sudden falling off
in background noise : the meter is then
de-tuned.

This type of wavemeter is particularly |
useful on short waves, but in this case a
rather smaller variable condenser is desir-
able. For example, a .0003 mfd. condenser,
together with a coil of 5 turns of 22 S.W.G.
enamelled wire wound on a 2}in. former, will
tunc from 18 metres at 30 degrees to 50
metres at 180 degrees, and this is as wide
n range as is comfortable. The same range
is covered in less than 90 degrees with
the same coil and a .0005 mfd. condenser,
resulting in very cramped tuning; hence
the smaller condenser is to be preferred.
Coupling to the receiver is by a single turn
of wire in the aerial lead. The most
definite indication of Tesonance is obtained
with the set just oscillating; at the
resonant point it will stop oscillating with
a click, and the coupling between meter
and set should be such that the receiver
stops and re-starts oscillating at practically
the same point on the meter.

An ‘‘ All-Wave *’ Meter

We have seen that a .0005 mfd. condenser,
as used for tuning on the broadcast band, |
is too big for short waves, but in spite
of this the wavemeter can be arranged
to cover both long and short waves quite
easily, by connecting a fixed condenser
in series with the variable condenser,
and so reducing its capacity to a value suit-
able for short waves. Fig. 4 shows such
an “all-wave” meter. C; is the .0005
variable, and C; a .0005 mfd. fixed con-
denser : the total capacity of the combina-
tion is .00025 mfd., which will do for
short waves. L; and L; are wound on the
same former and arranged to plug in;|

ordinary six-pin formers could bc used if |

they are available. Should it be felt that
with .00025 mfd. tuning will still be unduly
cramped on short waves, and there is no
objection to using two or three coils, the
effective capacity of C; can be reduced
still further to about .00017 mfd. by
making C; .0002 mfd. This will make
the meter easier to tune, but several coils
will be necessary. With the switch Sl
closed C, is shorted out, and the whole
.0005 mfd. becomes available for use on
the broadcast band. Great care must be
taken to keep the wiring of the meter,
especially to S;, quite rigid, or the calibra-
tion will not hold properly. On either
waveband the meter may be left permanently
in cireuit. Deadspots can be avoided by
de-tuning the meter or else cutting it out

TELEPHONE :
GRANGEWQQD 3266.

of circuit by a switch such as S, arranged
as in Fig. 4.
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T bas nearly always been the writer’s
- experience to hear the new-comer to

short-wave reception cxpress his dis-
appointment at lack of results. Now, there
is nothing fundamentally different in the
construction of a short-wave set from one

designed for normal broadcast use—in.

fact, from the detector onwards there is no
need to make the slightest alteration in
design. The tuning system is the heart
of any set, and it is in this part of the re-
ceiver that the tyro so often errs. With'
this point in mind it will repay to investigate
the matter at some length.

Nowadays it is customary for the tuning
condenser in a normal broadcast receiver
to have a capacity of .0005 mfd. In con-
junction with a suitable coil the -tuning
range may often be from 200-600 metres ;
in terms of frequency this is 1,500-500 ke/s.,
or a band of 1,000 ke/s. width. . Assummg
we are using a 100 division tuning dial
with a stralght line frequency condenser,
each division will represent 10 kefs.” As
probably most readers are aware, this is
recognized as the width required by a simple
broadcast transmission, although modern
conditions have forced this separation down
to9 kc/s It can be seen, therefore, that one
station will occupy one division on our
dial. Even tumng without a slow-motion
dial presellts no great difficulty. Let us

now turn to our short—wave receiver and |

assume that we are using the same tuning
condenser. With a suitable coil our tuning
range very roughly may be 20-60 metres.
Expressed in frequeney this is 15,000-5,000
ke/s., or a width of no less than 10,000 ke/s.,
space enough for 1,000 stations spaced at
10 ke/s. intervals. . Under these conditions
there is room for ten stations to work
comfortably in one division of the dial ¢
Quite obviously a slow-motion dial is essen-
tial. Ewven then it is a tediqus business
searching. It is quite easy to see that the
novice may very easily miss everything on
tuning such a set, whilst in effect the dial
may bec alive with stations. An experi-
enced amateur, thoroughly at home with
a short-wave set, would not dream of tuning
under such a handicap. Small wonder,
thereforc, that the tyro is beaten.

Small-capacity Tuning Condenser
Necessary

The most obvious way of overcoming this.

difficulty is to use a tuning condenser of
much smaller capacity. One often sees a
.00025 mfd. specified. *The writer, however,
would never think of using anything larger
than .0001 mfd. The great ease of tunming
easily offscts the objection of limited
tuning range, which in the case in point
will be roughly from 20-27 metres. - For
those ultra-short-wave enthusiasts who
like to delve into the mysteries of 5 and 10
metres, anything larger than 00005 mfd.
(four 0’s) is definitely taboo.

| realized in practice.

PRACHCAL WIRELESS

SHORT-WAVE TUNINGi
By E. JOHNSON !

- )

There is no basic reason why the normal
broadcast receiver should not be used for
short waves if provision is made for reducing

| tuning capacity. In passing it need hardly

be said that careful attention must be paid
to wiring and lay-out. Long straggling
leads which pass muster on broadeast
waves definitely will not do on short waves.
Short and direct well-soldered connections
are the way to success. Fortunately it.is
very simple to reduce our tuning.capacity.
All we need is a .0002 fixed condenser in
series with our maip tuning condenser. If
the latter is the conventional .0005 mfd.
our resultant tuning capacity is actually
.00014 mfd., a value sufficiently near the
one recommended above. Of course, a
shorting switeh must be fitted to cut out the
fixed * condenser when normal
broadcast wave reception is de-
sired. Fig. 1 will make this quite
clear.

Lol

Fig. L.—Method of switching to reduce value
of tuning condenser.

The above method is very popular, but
in the writer’s opinion has-rather a serious
objection, viz., the switch, The ideal
switch should have a negligible resistance
in the closed position, a virtue seldom
In any case switching
in high-frequency circuits (especially ultra-

“high frequencles), is always a seat of loss.

Therc is yet another drawback. Many
short-wave sets are prone to body capacity
effects, i.e., the approach of the hand to
the tuning dial entirely upsets tuning.
Where the tuning capacity is small,
especially at the lower dial readings, body-
capacity troubles are usually noticeable
because their extraneous capacity is a

“comparatively large proportlon of the whole.

A very simple way to overcome this, ‘and
one which has much to recommend it in

N ECTION
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another respect, seems at first sight con-
tradictory to the first part of this article.
In short, a .0005 mfd. tuning condenser is
used with a .0001 mfd. in parallel. The large
condenser is termed a band-setting con-
denser and is really not used for tuning-in
at all. The procedure is as follows : Points
are marked on the band-setting condenser
corresponding . to 20, 30, 40, 50, and 60
metres ; the necessary stations must, of
course, be tuned in for rough calibration.
If we desire to search around 30 metres,
therefore, all we have to do is to set our band-
setting condenser to 30 metres and do the
actual searching and tuning on the small
condenser which will only have a tuning
range of a few metres, thus making the
handling of the set every bit as easy as on
the broadcast waves. Another great
advantage is that our body capacity is now
a very small part of the main ecircuit
capacity, and therefore has extremely little
effect on the tuning.

Tuning coils need very little comment.
Bare wire is the best, with as little dielectric
as is compatible with mechanical strength.
Regarding aerial coupling there is little
doubt that a neutralizing condenser of low-
minimum capacity in the lead to the receiver
is the best solution, and simplifies matters
by eliminating an extra coupling coil. Many
new-comers worry because below 20 metres
it is difficult to make the set oscillate without
reducing aerial coupling to a very low
value. Here and now it may be said that
there is no need to be upset about this.
‘On 10 metres the writer has known all the
necessary aerial coupling to be obtained by

| merely dangling the aerial near the set. It

seems that the lower one goesin wavelength
the less necessary an aerial is, and, in fact,
it seems quite likely that when these new
micro waves are fully explored, aerials may
be entirely dispensed with. After all, light
is only a form of radio wave ‘of extremely
short length, and it would certainly seem
ludicrous to find our street lamps complete
with aerials to, ensure proper illumination.
This is certamly a case of reductio ad
absurdum, but it illustrates the point.

i MAKING IT OSCILLATEi
] By B. K. COOPER 1
i = e iy

SCILLATION, the bane of the

broadcast listener, is the short-
wave enthusiast’s necessity. Owing
to the very small input of energy from

the aerial to the grid of a short-wave

detector, the valve must always work at
maximum sensitivity, on the threshold of
oscillation, in fact.

Probably the first effect noticed by the
new-comer to the short waves on trying out
his receiver . is that the reaction control is
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ineffective at certain settings of the tuning
dial. Even with the condenser at maxi-
mum, no oscillation can be produced, and
the set seems dead, except, perhaps, for
faint murmurs from the very high-powered
telegraphy stations. - These * dead spots
are most likely to be encountered in sets
of the simple detector and low-frequency
type. Those employing a screen-grid high-
frequency stage are usually free from them.

Aerial Damping

The dead spots arise from the ‘“ damping ‘

effect of the aerial, and this is brought
about in two ways. Firstly, there is the
damping of a long aerial.- This very often
manifests itself by the set refusing to
oscillate at all on the really short waves,
say, from twenty metres downwards. It
is often in evidence, too, at the top end of
the condenser scale with certain coils,
when higher reaction settings woud have
to be used in any case.

To make an aerial effectively shorter,
hence to reduce its damping, it is only
necessary to couple it more loosely to the
set, Most short-wave receivers include a
very small variable condenser for this
purpose in series with the aerial. Alter-
natively, the lead from the aerial terminal

to the aerial coil is flexible, and p!‘ovidedl

with a tapping clip so that it can be con-
nected to any portion of the coil found
to give sufficiently Joose coupling. Quite
often both these schemes are employed,
and it may be found that to make the set
oscillate right down to fifteen metres or
so, it'is necessaty to tap the aerial on to
the coil at a point only half a turn away
from the earthed end, and at the same
time to reduce the setting of the series
condenser slightly from its maximum.

It should be remembered that the more
loosely the aerial is coupled to the set,
the less volume will be given on all stations.
You may find a very loose coupling that
lets the set oscillate on every wavelength
within its range, but do not leave it at that.
Always work with as tight a coupling as

you can, and do not grudge the little !

trouble you may have to take in finding
the - tightest ‘practicable coupling you can
employ on every station. Remember,
tightest coupling and greatest volume,
provided the set can be made to oscillate,
are given with the aerial series condenser
‘“all in,” and the tapping clip at that end
of the coil which is connected to the grid
of the detector,

Eliminating ‘¢ Dead Spots **
Even a short aerial will cause damping

cffects when its natural wavelength, or|

a harmonic thereof, coincides with the
wavelength to which the set is tuned.
“Dead spots” arising from this effect
only extend over a few degrees on the dial,
and conditions are normal on both sides
of them. They can be shifted by making
the aerial effectively longer, a proceeding
that does not reduce volume. Try connect-
ing a coil of thirty turns or so, wound on
a former in series, with the aerial. Even
a rather longer wire between the lead-in
terminal and the set will sometimes be
cffective.

Damping may also bc caused by long
or carelessly-arranged leads in the wiring
of the set. Every wire in the detector
stage should be as short as possible. The
coil holder, valve-holder, and grid-condenser
should be spaced so that there is the
smallest possible distance between those
of their terminals that have to be con-
nected to one another. Keep the leads
to the variable condensers short as well,
and see that they are well spaced.
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IS THE CIEAR I’ATII TO
SUCCESSFUL HOME (ONSTRUCTION
(AND BETTER RADIO FOR ALL

'_"\ KIT COMPLETE WITH VALVES

Lissen have published a 1/- Construc-
tional Chart, giving the most detailed
instructions ever printed for the building
of a wircless set. You can’t go wrong
-—every part, every wire, every terminal
is identified by photographs. Everybody,
without any- technical knowledge or
skill, can safely and
with COMPLETE
CERTAINTY OF SUC-
CESS undertake to
build this most modern
of radio receivers
from the instruc-
tions given and the
parts  Lissen have
suppiied.

ONLY 86_Down
THE ONLY KIT YOU CAN BUILD
YOURSELF EMPLOYING METALLISED S.C.

HIGH-MU DETECTOR AND ECONOMY
POWER PENTODE VALVES.

This new Lissen * SKYSCRAPER ”’ Kit set is the only one on the market
that you can build yourself employing a Metallised Screened Grid Valve,

|gh -Mu Detector and Economy Power Pentode. Around these three
Nalves Lissen have designed a home constructor’s kit the equal of which
ghere has never been before. Why be satisfied with whispering foreign
h:mons when you can BUILD WITH YOUR OWN HANDS this Lissen
ST SKYSCRAPER * that will bring in loudly and clearly distant stations
)n a profusion that will add largely to your enjoyment of radio ?

GREAT CONSTRUCTIONAL' Tecdey 2o can by 1

KIT on Gradua! Payment
“A“T MEE Terms. * Skyscraper "
Chassis Kit, complete

with Valves. CASH PRICE

You ‘can get the Lissen *Skyscraper” 89/6. Or 8/6 down and
Chart FREE from any radio dealer, or by twelve monthly payments

posting the COUPON below direct to factory.

POST THIS |
COUPON..

of T/6.

¢ Skyscraper ”’ Kit com-
piete with Walnut Cabinet
and inbuift Loudspeaker,
as illustrated. £6 5s.

1 To

e ey 4 Cash. Or 11/6 down and
o e v twelve monthly payments

of 10/6.

Isleworth, Middlesex,
Please send me FREE
copy” of your 1)+ Sky-
scraper Chart.

COMPLETE IN CABINET

WITH LOUDSPEAKER £6 5s'

OR 11/6 DOWN AND TWELVE MONTHLY PAYMENIS OF 10/6
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TONE CONTROL!

(Continued from page 764.)

equal amplitude. And the fact that the
recording instrument does actually reduce
the amplitude below middle C to a constant,
means that, in effect, the recording instru-
ment does differentiate the * graph” for
these low frequencies when engraving the
wax. The differentiated record when inter-
preted by the ordinary gramophone sound-
box as we know, does not sound right, the
differentiated record must be restored by inte-
gration, this means that the graph of Fig.
10 is converted into Fig. 9 by the tone-
control circuit, and the bass is restored,
giving equality of energy.

Since the upper acoustic frequencies—
above middle C—are recorded direct, and
not differentiated, it would not be satis-
factory to integrate everything that comes

over ; the object of the Resistance R (Figs.

9, 3, and 4) is to by-pass some of the
E.M.F. from the pick-up, so that the signal
received by the grid of the first valve,
through the potentiometer, is in part
integrated and in part direct.

A Question of Harmonics

There are several little points that require
cxplanation. The reason the zig-zag has
been chosen for illustration is in order
that the parent and differentiated graphs
should be different in appearance. If a
_sine curve be differentiated the result is
another sine curve, out of phase with the
first ; the differentiation reduces sine
curves of different frequency, but of the
same energy value to the same amplitude,
as with the zig-zag. This is shown in
Fig. 11, but the contrast is not
so striking. The zig-zag is justified by
the fact that it is the type of trace made
by a violin or other bowed instrument,
such a graph including the odd harmonics
only. But the bowed instrument does
give forth some even harmonics of low
intensity, and the zig-zag has rounded
angles, as shown in Fig. 11. If it were not

for this the differentiated curve would be |

absolutely square at its corners, and the
needle could not follow the track. ;

To anyone not versed in acoustical
theory the differentiated curve of Fig. 10
differs so strikingly from the parent zig-
zag, Fig. 9, that it might be a matter for
wonder how the record sounds as true as
it does when used. with the ordinary gramo-
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phone without integration. The answer
is that it is not the shape of the graph
that is important, except so far as the shape
does define the harmonic composition of
the note recorded ; the same combination
of harmonics (related pure tones) differently

phased may, when recorded, make graphs |

of totally different appearance, but they
all sound the same. Now the graphs in
Figs. 9 and 10 both contain the same
harmonics, but they are present in different
proportions, and differently phased. The

differentiation has, as we know, reduced |

the intensity of the bass relatively to the
upper frequencies, and the shrill character
of the ordinary gramophone rendering of
the record is evidence of this fact, but the
ear recognizes that the proper harmonics
are there, and does not feel outraged, as it
would were the harmonic combination
changed.

It is of importance to examine the action
of the integrating tone-control circuit
quantitively. The inductance will be taken
as 50 henries. The by-pass or tone-
control resistance R will be taken at three
different settings, namely: R = infinity,
R = 100,000, and B = 20,000. We shall
calculate the impedance of the circuit for
these different settings at frequencies = 64,
310, and 1,600 cycles per second, the
equation is :—

1

Impedance }\/ 1 —+ 1. Where P=
PzL? ' R2 :
27f. The results are given in Table 1.

The potentiometer resistance (2,500
ohms) plus the resistance of the pick-up
winding we shall denote by the symbol
R,; the value of this may be taken =
4,000 ohms. This is in series with, and
therefore has to be added to, the impedances
given in Table I. Since R; is the resistance
or impedance which the pick-up has to
overcome if the resistance R be
zero, there will be an attenuation =
R 4 R, which will represent as a multiplier

R, the additiona! magnification re-
quired to restore the signal to its full
strength, that is, to make good the loss
due to tone-control. Values for this are
given in Table II.

We are able to see from these figures that

‘the statement made at the outset, that

tone-control, to be effective, requires an
additional L.F. stage, is fully justified.

OUTDOOR AERIALS

(Continued from page 761.)

will tighten it to the mast. The mast side
of the halyard can now be pulled down to
release the hook when the stay wire can be
permanently fixed to the stay block.
Doubtless, quite a number of our
readers still make use of the single non-
continuous halyard, although it is less
convenient than .the continuous type.
During mending or cleaning operations,
the rcader may accidentally allow the first
mentioned type to slip through the fingers,
when it will usually fly up the mast, well
out of reach. Should this happen, proceed
as follows : Procure a length or lengths of
pole (ordinary clothes props bound together
will suffice) of sufficient length to reach
the end of the wire or rope.
into the end of the pole, obtsin a length of
cord, tie one end of the latter to the nail
and make a slip-knot in the cord. (See
Fig. 3.) The loop may be strengthened with
the aid of a piece of small gauge wire.
With the loop standing out horizontally,
raise the pole. On reaching the end of the

Drive a nail .

halyard, guide the loop over the end and
work up as far as possible. Now pull the
cord, which will tighten the knot, to firmly
grip the wire. The pole can now be
lowered to regain possession of the wire.
A ladder is not always handy, when it is
desired to fix a supporting wire to a chimney

stack., Under such circumstances an alter-

native method, such as the following, might
appeal to some readers.

Procure a ball of twine and holding one
end, throw the ball over the roof near the
stack, round which it is proposed to
fasten the wire. Fix one end of the sup-
porting wire to the near end of the twine,
and from the other side of the house, pull
over the wire, having first sccured the other
end of the wire. Wind up the string again,
and return over the roof on the reverse
side of the stack. From an upstair window
(nearest to the stack) the next operation
can be carried out. Either bind the two
ends of the wire together and fasten on the
insulator, or, fastening a small metal ring to
one end of the wire, pass through the other
end, and pull on the free end.

made |
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Interterence from Electrical Apparatus
ONCE more ] sce the problem of inter-
ference of electrical apparatus. with
wireless scts has cropped up, and it
appears that the number of complaints being
received by the Post Office or the B.B.C. are
increasing in volume daily. Over 10,000
cascs per annum are dealt with by the
Post Office and there is a growing opinion
that the whole subject should be ventilated
publicly. It is evident that with the
increase in the purchasing of electrical
apparatus more and more interference will
be caused, and as machinery of an electrical
nature is being bought by persons of a
decidedly non-technical class in inereasing
numbers the difficulties will be consider-

able. Because of this it is felt that the onus ,
should be thrown on the manufacturer of

clectrical plant and machinery, and that
some sort of legislative posers be obtained
to compel all apparatus likely to cause
radio interference to bhe adequately pro-
tected. As the matter is at present, users of
interfering apparatus usually fit smoothing
devices as an act of good-will, and while the
proportion of refusals is not high, some
tramway companies have definitely refused
to do anything to cure their interfering
systemé, I sec the English Electric Co..
Ltd., are marketing a pair of choke .coils
weighing some 34 1bs. for use on trolley
buses which do  muc¢h to stop interférence
from this type of vehicle. Most tramway
systems with overhead collectors can be
adequately filled with only one coil, as
where lines are used the carth return is
through these. In trolley buses, however,
the return is made through a further over-
head wire, so that for these vehicles the
anti-interference device has to be duplicated.

Resistance-less Metal
UST as .the greater proportion of the
.power expended in moving any self-
propelled vehicle is spent in overcoming
wind-resistance, so is the larger part of
electrical energy in any circuit used in over-
coming resistance. Of course, in our radio
scts we deliberately fit certain resistances
for purposes peculiar to the circuits, but it
is obvious that a resistancc in series with
any current. supply is wasteful, and,
strangely enough, the less resistance we
insert in the flow of current the more will
be available to overcome the resistance of
the work to be done on' the job, whether
it be the heating up of a valve filament or
in driving an electric motor. ~Some years
ago—toward the end of the last century—
a method was found of super-cooling certain
gages to such extremely low temperatures
as to cause them to liquefy. By using these
liquefied gases various objects and metals
were cooled far below zero, and among these
was mercury, which, as you may know,
becomes solid at low temperatures. A
famous scientist—Dewar, I believe—tried
the effect of passing a current through the
mercury at varying low temperatures, and
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found that the lower the temperature the
less the resistance of the metal to the current
passing. It was thus reasoned that if an
absolute zero could be obtained a metal in
this state would possess no resistance at all.
Conflicting opinions arose and many great
minds expressed the opinion that a re-
sistance-less metal even at low tempera-
tures was only a dream about on a par
with perpetual motion. I see, however, in
the pages of one of our scientific reviews
that the subject has been worked upon by
a noted British professor, who has been
engaged upon a scries of experiments
dealing with the supra-conductivity of
metals; as it is called. Metals have been
cooled by means of liquid air, hydrogen,
and helium, and the scientist has found
that at temperatures around absolute zero
—273° Cent.—mercury offers no measur-
able resistance to a current. A ring of metal
was made, super-cooled by liquid gas, and
a current was started in the ring. It was
found that the, current would flow in-
definitely as long as the supply of liquid gas
lasted, and a demonstration of this experi-
ment was made before the Royal Institu-
tion during the past summer. This ring
was imnersed in liquid helium and was
carried in an aeroplane several hundred
miles. When the current in the ring was
measurcd before the Institution some six
hours later it was found that the original
current of 200 amperes was still flowing
undiminished. Power supply engineers and
all engaged in the distribution of electrical

energy in any form or other have watched:

the experiments with interest, as it can be
imagined the possibility of carrying heavy
currents over quite fine wires is attractive,
to say the least of it. Further developments
may be expected along these lines, as
methods of making the system commer-
cially possible are being explored as far as
practicable.

Interference. from a Neighbouring Set
LITTLE while ago I came across a
genuine case of interference between

sets belonging to two néighbours. I had

often read of such instances, but’ had never
come across one myself, with the result
that while I appreciated such a position
might be possible, I do not think I realized
just how serious such interference might be.
In this case it certainly was serious, for
at times one set seemed to blank out every-
thing for the one next door, and only when
both sets were tuned to the local station,
or the long-wave Daventry, could reception
be said to be worth listening to. Luckily
the neighbours were quite good fellows,
and were both open to reason, which was
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just as well, as for either of them anything
approaching distance work was impossible
when the other set was working. Anyway,
we settled the problem by persuading the
man with the most powerful set to use an
indoor aerial until radical alterations could
be effected to both of their outdoor aerials,
which, incidentally, ran parallel to each
other at about only seven feet apart. If
you are troubled in this way it is a good
plan to first of all try altering your earthing
system. If the other fellow uses a water-
pipe earth, try a natural or buried earth,
or vice versa. If this does not make suffi-
cient difference, pay attention to your aerial,
and try and arrange yours or, preferably,
his as well so that they are as far apart as
possible, and not running both in the same
direction. Again, it is a good plan to try
an indoor aerial on your set. Selectivity is
sure to improve, and volume does not
always fall off to the extent that is often
expected, especially as more often than not
with a-modern set much of the latter can
be sacrificed without much loss. An
indoor aerial can be placed around the
picture-rail, it being assumed, of course,
that good insulated wire be used ; or you
could stretch one of the spring type acrials
sold for the purpose across the room from
corner to corner. This might be considered
unsightly, but during the festive season,
at any rate, paper decorations could be
hung from it without impairing reception
to any great extent; in fact, for party
purposes, or for operating radio sets in
village halls and the like, this is an ideal
way of disguising a makeshift aerial slung
up. The ideal indoor aerial would be a
vertical wire, and while this is not always a
mechanical possibility, I have seen aerials
taken up to an attic by means of the stair-
case well, the wire being neatly attached
to the banisters; and once I saw such an
aerial taken up a lift shaft. With the latter,
however, the steel framing of the lift and
the building shielded to a great extent the
incoming signals.

Possibilities of the Quartz Crystal
IT i8 encouraging to remember that con-
stantly a band of scientists are working
to improve the lot of the radio amateur,
I refer again to the work being done at the
National Physical Laboratory in collabora-
tion with the Radio Research Board,
which, of late, has been on the lines of
research into interference problems. The
study of the behaviour of the quartz crystal
used in a resonant circuit has been occupy-
ing the time of several of these workers,
and it is believed that a new principle of
“ ultra-sharp » reception.will be developed
with the view of separating near-by

‘transmissions. That there is a need for

such a principle is self-evident, as you have
only to touch the knobs of any wvalve
receiver to find this out for yourself, and
the problem of station interference is the
greatest we have yet had to face.
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Electrical Energy in Fruit

N American chemist has found out

that fruit possesses a small amount of

electrical energy. He found that by
inserting the two prongs of a very sensitive
milliammeter into an apple that a small
current was registered, this result denoting
the acidity of the fruit. Different fruits
gave different readings, and, as consequence,
he assumed he had fallen across a new way
of measuring the acidity of different fruits.
Those of you who experimented with a
potato as a detector in your crystal days
may now scratch your heads, but please
note T am aware that a potato is not a
fruit—or is it ?

Public Address System
ANY of the large stores in London and
other cities are now'appreciating the
possibilities of a public address system,
and the Marconiphone Co. are busy fitting
up several such department stores with an
amplifier installation. S O S calls can
be put through, and advice relating to the
control of traffic through the stores given out
without choking the telephone system with
internal calls to the detriment of outside
callers. Attention can be called to special
bargains, and applications too numerous
to mention can be thought of. Marconi-
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Reisz microphones are used, and a special
amplifier has been designed by the Marconi-
phone Special Products Branch.

Useful Experiments at the N.P.L.

MENTIONED, some time ago, the effect
of different types of soil formation on
wireless earths, and the N.P.L. have been
recently carrying out a series of experi-
ments for measuring the efficiency of differ-
ent soils as earths in wireless reception and
transmission. The importance of accurate
knowledge of the .electrical properties at
radio frequency of the material of the
earth’s surface has been intensified by the
development of ultra-short wavelengths
of but a few centimetres, and the subject
is being examined by laboratory methods.
Samples of soil have been contained 'in a
condenser, and from the measurements
of the effective capacity and resistance of
the condenser the specific conductivity
and dielectric constant of different soils
can be determined. It is proposed to
measure soils falling into well defined classes
from different localities, and the results
will be tabulated and placed upon a definite
quantitative basis. In this way a standard
set of measurements will be available,
and each kind of soil will have a certain
number of units of efficiency. This is good

work, and will enable us to form some idea
as to the best locality for transmission
and reception. Also the results will
enable you to roughly judge the efficiency
of the earth in the district where you live,
and should, at the same time, indicate the
best type of “‘ earth ™ for your locality.

Faraday’s Diary

OLUMES I and II of Faraday’s Diary

have just been made available to the

public, and it is doubtful if more absorbing
reading can be obtained. The diary
was bequeathed to the Royal Institution,
and the work of editing and tabulating
it has been going on for some time.
& foreword to Volume I, Sir W. H. Bragg
refers to the section of Faraday’s entries,
where he tells of his experiments in which
he induced a current in a wire by moving
it in the neighbourhcod of a wmagnet.
By this Faraday detected the possibilities
of electro-magnetic induction, and laid
the foundation of all subsequent electrical
experiments, experiments which led to
the development of practically every kind
of electrical apparatus we use to-day, and
without which radio communication would
be impossible. The whole of the work
will be published at intervals, and when com-
plete will consist of seven volumes, the
total cost of which will be twelve guineas.

Build your own H.T.
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London, E-C.4. W ;'-o ¢l or your test coxts



PRACTICAL- WIRELESS

BULGIN ' TRANSCOUPLER ’’ AND TONE CONTROL
THE Bulgin “Transcoupler " gives even amplification
under avernge working conditions, from below
650 eyeles to well over 8,000 cycles, the top cut-off
figure belng largely determined by the capacity existing
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\ What we
Found..

PIX VALVES

HE DBritish Pix Com-
pany are marketing a
very extensive range of
vaives which are fitted with
a special triple-coated neody-
mium  filament. It is
claimed that this gives a
much greater emission than
normal filaments, and that
the tone is much linproved
by its use. On test, these claimns would certainly seem
to he substantiated.

An ordinary three-valve Dbroadcast receiver was
employed, and different makes of valve plugged into
the valve-holders. With certain combinations of the

Pix valves really fine results were obtained, with a
brilliancy of tone whieh was quite marked. The
vatves were subjected to some rough treatment,
such as removal of grid bias, scvere shocks,
ete, and certainly stood up to these tests re-
markably well. They would appear to have
quite a long life, and in view of the very low

{ price, Wil be found very useful to the constructor
who wishes to make up a cheap
recciver employing a number of
valves. The normal 2-volt series
costs 43, 6d.; the 2-voit power
valves costing 0s. 6d. or 8s. 6d.,

&c.
lc B

The circuit arrangement of the Bulgin & fmnscnup[er" and fone control.
R=Potentiometer, 250,0000. L=250,000 [tH. C=.00I to .0!.

between the grid and cathode of the valve which
succceds it, In practice it is often found that for
various reasons, certain frequencies are predominant,
and although the ‘*Transcoupler’’ wiil fnithfully amplify
all that s given to it, it will not In itself make any form
of correction for unbalanced amplification due to other
causes in the set or amplifter. 1f these causes are
unremediable, e.g., i’ the loud-speaker is incapable
of balaneed response, and has predominant resonances
(¢0 many of them have !) or if sidebands have to be cut
in the interests of selectivity, some form of tone control
must be used. The cireuit arrangement above, shown
additional to the * Transcoupler,” enables everyone
using it to tune matters to their liking. Turning the
knob of the 250,000 ohm. volume-control-type re-
sistance so that the amount of resistance towards the
condenser is reduced, the treble will be reduced. Turn
the other way, and the bass is'progressively cut.

It will be secn that intermediate between the two
extreme positions of the rotor-arm just the balance
of reproduction the reader desires can be obtained.

The value of the condenscr C governs the wltimate
proportion of treble cut at the one extreme position of
the reslstance, R, and the value of the choke L governs
the proportion of hass cut at the other extreme of
rotation. Increase the value of the condenser if it is
desired to cut more treble, and decrease the value of
the choke, if it is desired to cut more bass.

The valucs given are, however, suited to most
people’s requlrements.

The central position of the rotor-arm of the resistance
will give substantially normal results such as the
“ Transcoupler’" gives without the tone control circuit
connected at all,

MAKING SHORT-WAVE CHOKES

WlTH freference to the article on ‘* Making Efiicient
Short-wave Chokes,” on page 661 of our issue

dated December 17th, 1932, Messrs, A. ¥, Bulgin and

Co., Ltd., point out that this Is similar to their choke,

Type H.F. 3, appearlng on page 30 of their catalogue.

The™ D "tupe sl

according to class. The 8.G. valve
Is 11s. 6d. TFor mains usc, a
range of indirectly-heated valves
is obtainable for 11s. Bd., the
mains screen-grid being 4s. extra.
In addition® to the types
mentioned, full-wave rectifiers may be obtained for
8z, 6d, or 12s, 6d.

JACKSON “D " TYPE
CONDENSER
THERE is a feeling of satis-
faction when opcrating a
condenser which rotates with
a smooth, velvety movement.
The condenser illustrated below
is certainly a luxury instrn-
ment from more than one
point of view, The finish and
workmanshlp is of a very high
order, the framework being
highly nickel-plated, ahd the
vanes of brass. Connection
to the rotor plates is made
by .a plaited pig-tail connec-
tion which is firmly clamped
at ench end and provides a
perfectly  silent  connection.
Substantial terminals are pro-
vided for external connection.
The slaw - motion drive is
effected by an elaborate
epicyelic gear which is enclosed
in a small box at the base of the
spindle. The latter is dritled
through ond a small spindle
runs through this and projects
at the wupper end. This
may he clearly seen In the photograph. The operating
knob i3 divided into two sections,the larger one clamping
on to the spindle proper, and the smaller section fitting
on the inner spindle. It is thus simple to obtain a
direct or reduced drive by simply operating the
appropriate dial. The reduction gear is of the order
of 35 to 1, so that tuning of weak stations is rendered
very simple, and the condenser Is a high-class article

which can be thoroughly recommended. The price of

the 0005 capacity condenser is 14s.

motion condenser, showing the double sbindle employed for operating the direct and slow-motion drive:

T has already Dbeen stated in Our pagés that the
trouble of heterodyne whisties, due o two
stations working on very nearly the same wave-
length, can only be overcome by employing some form
of filter to remove frequeneies of a high order. This
naturally resifits in a top-note cut off and tends to spotl
musical reproduction unless the cut-off apparatus Is
scientifically designed. The Wearite heterodyne
filter i3 a piece of apparatus which may be usefully
employed for the purpose in question, and it is made
in two types, one cutting off at 3,500 and the other at
5,000 cycles. The cost of the instrument is 10s. 6d., but
this will be found a very good investment, and in some
localities will be essential if good reception is«desired.

UTILITY BAKELITE CONDENSERS
FOR portable or other compact receivers it is often
necessary to fit tuning condensers of the solid
dlelectric type in order to reduce the overall weight and
size. This type of condenser normally has rather large
absorption losses and is not advisable. where the very
best results are required. Messrs. Wilking & Wright
have, however, developed the condenser shown in the
{llustration, and this is quite suitable for tuning where
really strong signals are obtained and losses do not
matter very much. The condenser is very compact,
and only the best hakelite is employed in the con-
struetion. The overall dimensions arc ronghly 2in.
square by 1ln. thick for a capacity of 0005 mfds, The
condenser costs 2., and where it is desired to employ
it for tuning, it may be ohtained complete with the slow-
motion dia! and mounting bracket as shown. This dial
ig of standard size and pattern, and the escutcheon
window enables the dial to be #lumlnated if so des!red.
The complete assembly costs 4s. 6d., in either .0003
or 0005 mfd.

’ WEARITE HETERODYNE FILTER

s e

i
i

:The U!il‘;'lyvbuktlile condenser and disc drive, The hair-line escutcheon window‘

may clearly be seen,
.

NEW ETA VALVE )
NE of the new valves produced by the Electrical
Trading Association, Ltd., has been received for
test. This is the DW 4011, and is of the 4-volt in-
directly-heated type. This valve has an itnpedance
of 11,000 ohms with ap amplification of 40. The slope
is 3.6 ma/V, This i3 an ideal valve to employ for
power grid rectification in niwains receivers, and also
makes a very good valve to insert In the first stage of
a gramophone amplifier. The output from this is
suffieient to warrant the inclusion of two super-power
.valves In push-pull immediately following it, with a
trapnsformer of only 3.5 to 1. The results are certainly
| admirable, and this valve costs 11s,

IMPORTANT NOTE
_Ol\’ page 673 of the issue dated December 24th, in
the edvertisement of Jackson DBros., Ltd., the
Figure 1 unfortunately hecame obliterated during
printing. The price of the .0005 mfd. condenser
should, of coursc, have read 18s. 6d., and not &s, 6d.

Y RESERVE YOUR BINDING.CASE !
| " "EARLY! _:

i 1 ro—-t
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Reports Wanted of Reception from Athlone

Station ’
Sir,—I would be very glad to receive

reports from any of your readers who
may have heard the transmissions from

the new Irish Free State High-Power
Station at Athlone. The station works on
a wavelength of 413 metres and will
ultimately use a power of some 80 kilowatts.
It would be interesting to hear of the
reception experiences of listeners living in
various parts of the country. The test
trangmissions usually take place after the
ordinary programme at 10.30 p.m. each
night.—JaMEs KircHEN (179, Pearse
Street, Dublin).

Don’t Use Milk Bottles

Sir,—Upon page 547 of the current
issue of your journal, Practicar WIRELESS,
I observe that you publish an illustration
of an accumulator Topping Apparatus as
furnished by one of your readers, ‘which
involves the utilizing of an ordinary milk
bottle. May I be permitted to respectfully
point out that it is dangerous and illegal to
put any harmful liguid into milk bottles,
and the usage of such bottles for the purpose
your reader suggests is most strongly
deprecated by the Dairy Trade.—For and
on Behalf of Milk Vessels Recovery, Ltd.—
J. GILLARD STAPLETON (Secretary),

A “Practical Wireless >’ Club ?

Sir,—As a wireless amateur since broad-
casting began, and a radio-service mechanic
‘by profession, I wish to congratulate you
on publishing such a fine radio journal as
Pracrica, WIRELESS. Let us have plenty
of “ How to Make ” articles, like some of
the excellent articles that have appeared
on making dual coils, ete.

I agree with Francis S. Coley, in his letter
published in a recent issue, that PRACTICAL
WIRELESS is written and illustrated so ad-
mirably that it is quite a pleasure to read it.

I would like to suggest that you give
the short-wave side of radio more promi-
nence, as this is definitely the thing of the
future. Also, how about a “ P.W.” Radio
Club, after the style of the Practical Wire-
Jess League. This, I think, would serve to
make a greater success of - PRACTICAL
WIRELESS, and I, for one, would be pleased
to try and form a local elub. Perhaps you
will put this suggestion before your readers.
I would also suggest a Sale and Exchange
page, where readers could advertise their

unwanted components and
rate.

Wishing you every success.—ROBERT
W. SrewaRrT (West Hartlepool).

Station Chart Wanted

Sik,—In my opinion, what is needed is
a chart giving the Continental stations,
wavelength and call characteristics. Thus,
Miihlacker would be 366.9 m., 60 kW ;
Call, three notes on tubular bells. These
Continental announcers rattle off their
call-signal at such speed and at such long
intervals apart, it is very hard to find out
what they are, especially the Swedish and
Norwegian stations.—THos. H. WEBSTER
(Sydenham).

A Portable for ’Phones Only

Sir,—Every week I read letters published
in PracricaL WIRELESS loading you with
praise for the excellent value of your paper,
and as a regular reader I would like to add
my mite of satisfaction. 1 have * fooled
about ” with wireless for a few years now,
but I think I have really learnt something
during the past two months. After reading

CUT THIS OUT EACH WEEK

DO YOU KNOW?

—That the natural wavelength of an aerial
is roughly four times its length.

—That a 75 or 100 plug-in coil makes a very
good H.F. choke for short-wave work.

—That the respomse characteristics of a
moving coil or other cone loud-speaker may
be modified by scraping the paper thin at
different points.

~-That a remote control device costs practi-
cally nothing to operate, consuming only
mintte fractions of an amp. from a dry battery.

—That the: highest wavelength nsed for
broadcasting is 1935 metres, used by the
Lithuanian station Kaunas.

—That a delay switch in the eliininator is
o valnable safeguard when employing in-
directly heated rectifying valves.

—That Bureka resistance wire has a resis-

sets at a cheap l

tance nearly thirty times as great as ordinary
copper wirte.

—That Tungsten has the highest, and Potas-
slum the lowest melting point of the elements.

NOTICE

The Edilor will be pleased to consider articles of a
practical nature suitable for publication in PRACTICAL
WIRELESS. Such articles should be written on one side
of the paper only, and should contain the name and
address of the sender. Whilst the Editor does not hold
himaself responsible’ for manuscripts, every effort will be
made to return them if a stamped and add d envelop
18 enclosed. All corra%mdence intended for the Editor
should be addressed - The Editor, PRACTICAL WIRELESS,
('};oc é\’ewma, Itd., 8-11, Southampton Street, Strand,

Ouwing lo-the rapid progress in the design of wireless
apparatus and to our efforts to keep our readers in touch
with the latest developments, we give no warranty that

apparatug described in owr columns is not the subject of
letters patent.

The Editor docs not necessarily agree with opinions expressed by his correspondents

the issue of December 3rd I want to endorse’
the plea of Edward Logue (Glasgow), but
I vote for a two or three-valve set with a
frame aecrial—in other words—an efficient
battery Portable for ’phones only. If one
must not wake the baby—or if others don’t
want the loud-speaker on—well, let us
have a sct which will give the National,
all the Regionals and the main foreign
stations at good ’phone strength. The
frame aerial should be selective and
directional and the S.G. H.F. valve could
be cut out for the locals. Let PracricAL
WIRELESS give us a set so that we .may
enjoy our programmes in solitary silence.
Wishing the paper every success.—THOS.
J. Hrircacock (Harrow).

Circuits Wanted for Plug-in Colls

S1r,—I am an enthusiastic construetor,
and have purchased your paper since its
inception, and have studied all your
circuits. These are, however, all based on
modern components, coils, ete., and to
build these it means the purchase of
expensive items. There must be a large
number of your readers, like myself, who
possess a large junk box of good and
serviceable components, and would like to
experiment with these instead of leaving
them idle. For instance, I have a complete
set, of plug-in coils of well.known make,
including short-wave coils; also enough
fixed and variable condensers, transformers,
ete., to make up several sets. Could you
not give us wiring diagrams for building
two, three, and four-valve sets using plug-
in coils, both for ordinary wavelengths
(200-2,000) and for short-waves (10-100).
I am confident this would be much appre-
ciated by a large number of your readers.—
W. Coruins (Birmingham).

Entertainment Literature Not Wanted

Sir,—The first part of PracTicAL WIRE-
LEss that I turn to each week is the portion
devoted to readers’ letters, and after
reading the issue for December 17th, I
feel compelled to write in reply to the letter
published from * Wiy, Evans ” (Padding-
ton). This gentleman seems to be under the
impression that when one reads: PRACTICAL
WIRELESS one must of necessity * fiddle
with the set,” to use his own words. Is
this necessary ? Cannot one read his
favourite wireless paper without starting
altering the radio set ? I consider that the
paper should keep to its name, and be
practical. No true radio fan wants his
practical literature interspaced with notes
on gramophone records, broadcast artists,
ete. Other papers can be bought that deal
particularly with these subjects. Wishing
success to the future of PrRacTiCAL WIRE-
LESS.—J. SurcLIFFE (Huddersfield).




782

Tune In
on

this

NEW
WIRELESS
INSTRUCTION

The I.C.S. Wireless Courses cover every
phase of wireless work, from the require-
ments of the youth who wishes to make
wireless engineering his career to the man
who wants to construct a broadcasting set
'for his home, and, at the same time,
to know how and why it operates
and how to locate any faults that may
develop. :

No branch of industry has ever pro-
gressed as rapidly as wireless and the rate
of progress is increasing. Only by knowing
thoroughly the basic principles can pace
be kept with it. Our Instruction includes
‘American broadcasting as well as British
wireless practice. It is a modern
education, covering every department of
the industry.

OUR COURSES

~ Included in the I.C.S. range are Courses
dealing with the Installing of radio sets and,
in particular, with their Serviceing, which
to-day intimately concerns every wireless
dealer and his employees. The Operating
Course is vital -to mastery of operating
and transmitting.

There is also a Course for the wireless
salesman. This, in addition to inculcating
the art of salesmanship, provides that know-
ledge which enables the salesman to hold
hHis own with the most.technical of his
ciients.

We will be pleased to send you details
of any or all of these subjects. Just fill in
and post the coupon, or write in any other
way, stating which branch of Wireless
interests you—the information you require
will be forwarded at once.

—YOU MAY USE THIS COUPON—

International Correspondence Schools, Ltd.,
Dept. 94, International Buildings,
Kingsway, London, W.C.2.

Without cost, or obligation, please send me full
information about the Courses I have marked x
I't THE 1.C.5. WIRELESS COURSES
I THE 1.0.5, RADIO COURSES
Ao are e
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PRACTICAL WIRELESS

Practical Letters from Readers
(Continued from page 781.)
A Satisfled Scottish Reader

Sir,—I have never before ¢ written to
the papers about it,” but I feel that I
would be lacking in gratitude if I did not
add my great appreciation of PracticaL
WIRELESS to that of your very many highly
satisfied- readers. After reading the first
few numbers, I was highly delighted to
realize that, at last, I was able to get a
wireless paper that really got down to
“ brass tacks’ with regard to broadcast
receiver construction, operation and main-
tenance. However, although I was very well
pleased with your paper and, indeed,
recommended it to my fellow amateurs, I
bsd & feeling that it was incomplete. There
were few articles on the design of broadcast
receivers nor were there any on television
and television receivers. Since then you
have started a series of articles on television
which will, I hope, continue through to the
construction, operation and maintenance of
television receivers, and I am hoping that
you will soon commence a series of articles
on the design of receivers. Your gifts of

data sheets which you recently started |

are the * very thing.”” Truly, PRACTICAL
WIRELESS is a masterpiece in wireless
publications and every day in every way
it gets better and better. Please do not
spoil it by inserting articles of ordinary
wireless news relating to broadcast pro-
grammes, radio stars, studios, etc., as sug-
gested by some of your correspondents.
That would, indeed, be a retrograde step. 1
do not think it is necessary for me to wish
you every success because you have already
succeeded, in my opinion. I do, however,
most heartily tender my best wishes for the
good work which you are carrying out so
efficiently and, without misgiving,
promise you my unstinted support for, I
hope, many years to come.—ENTHUSIASTIC
AMATEUR (Aberdeen).

A Reader’s Thanks : and a Suggestion

Sir,—I enjoy your paper very much,
as it is the only paper I have had that'
isreally constructional. When I buy a paper
I don’t want to know what colour the
B.B.C.’s pianos are! I hope you will keep
this high standard up, because I am sure
you will be blessed by many thousands of
readers! I suggest that you publish an
article on smoothing chokes, mains and
L.F., on the same lines.as the article on
¢ Designing Your Own Mains Trans-
former.” Wishing you success with your
really fine constructional paper. —R. J.
CaNaway (Havant).

 Set Wanted with Old Type Plug-in Coils

Sir,—With reference to a reader’s letter—
(A. Bedding, Clapham)—in the issue for
December 10, and your remarks at the foot
thereof, may I be permitted to back this
reader up in his very practical suggestion.
I should also like to add an idea of my own ;
may the proposed set be an all-wave model,
with a screen-grid valve and 'thoroughly
decoupled for work with an electric mains
unit. I have to thank you for the many
happy hours your most excellent paper has
given me. It is the best of its kind.—
W. Rosinson (Welling). : ‘

Making a Mains Transformer : a Correction

One or two readers have pointed out
a printers’ error that occurred in respect
to the article entitled ‘ Making a Mains
Transformer,”” which was published in our
December 3vd issue. All those dimensions
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given in Table No. 1, under the heading
“C2 should be as follows: For size i
stampings, fin., for sizes 4, 4A, 30 and
304, ¢}in. ; for size 28, 1}in., and for size
29, 14in. We hope that this correction
will put the matter right.

A Canadian Reader’s Apbreciatlon

Sir,—Your magazine, up to the present,
is much better than I ever thought it
could be. Your various articles are very
thorough ‘in their explanation, and the
cditor and contributors deserve to be con-
gratulated on their efficient service. I
would very much like to see the * Short
Wave Section ” expand, and also receive
the combined efforts of the research staff
in order to advance the cfficiency of such
gets. I would also like to see articles on
'A.C. short-wave sets opcrating on 110v. 60
‘cycle—Caas. F. CoveLL (Toronto, Canada).

‘A Bouquet from Aberdeen

SIr,—I have perused reader’s opinions
from No. 1 onwards, and as an Aberdonian
I always like value for my money (so they
say), and by purchasing your valuable
paper I am certainly getting real value for
money. There are many ideas on how to
run your paper, some are good, others bad,
and some indifferent. I think you are about
100 per cent in keeping with the heading
of your paper. I hope vou will stick toit.
If you go into all details of what your
readers want you will perhaps land with a
publication 'thicker than the family Bible.
I myself am more than pleased, and cannot
suggest any further improvement you
cculd make at the price : evervthing you
give is simple arithmetic., 1 am par-
ticularly interested in the. articles by
Frank Preston, F.R.A., which are highly
interesting. He explains everything ' so
clearly that one cannot fail to understand.
At the same time I do not belittle other
contribptors. They are all that can be
desired. Carry on with the good work
and give us plenty of practical hints of
what can be efficiently made at home at
a reasonable price. Good luck for 1933 and
onwards.—ALFRED RAMIE (Aberdeen.)

A Complaint : and a Practical Hint

Sir,—I have read each number of your
excellent paper from end to end, including
the advertisements, and allow me to con-
gratulate you on its superb contents. I
have read a number of the letters published,
and they are evidently from voung men.
1 joined the Institution of Electrical
Engineers in 1892, in which year I dabbled
in wireless urider Professor Sylvanus Thomp-
son, and I am still dabbling. A complaint
I have against electrical apparatus is in the
modern “ block ”’ type acecumulator. I
have two different makes in use, also
one of the old multi-plate ones in. When
freshly charged, my total output in milli-
amps reads 9 with the latter and 6 with the
former. This I attribute to internal resis-
tance of the block type accumulator. I
have found, from past experience, they are
costly because they soon lose the paste, not
due to heavy discharge, but to the aceumu-
lator manufacturer’s friend, the local wire-
less man who charges or, should I say,
ruins them. Now for a little practical
hint on another matter. It may interest
your readers to wind a *cage” aerial with
three separate windings and tune them
with a three-gang condenser, bringing one
common wire from all three condensers to
the aerial terminal of their set, and then
tune the set. They will not need outside
aerials, or complain of selectivity or volume.
| —V. DELEBECQUE (Homses%.
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SPECIAL NOTE.

3 We wish to draw the reader's attentlon to the
fact that the Queries Service is Intended only
for the solution of problems or difficultics
arising from the construction of receivers
described in our pages, from articles appearing
in our pages, or on general wireless matters.
‘We regret that we cannot, for obvious reasons—
_(1) supply circuit diagrams of complete
multi-vaive receivers,
(2) Suggest alterations or modifications of
receivers described in our contem-

poraries.

3 (3) Suggest alterations or modifications to
commerecial recejvers,

i (4) Answer queries over the telephone.

-~

1

REMOVING REACTION

‘] have a falrly good detector and two L.F.receiver,
and am getting a really high-class quality from the
receiver. It appears to me to be quite as good as § can
expect from such a set, but after reading that reaction
spoils quality, I should like to remove this part of the
circuit from my receiver. ! employ the normal
condenser-fed arrangement, and should fike to know
whether 1 will spoil things if § simply short-circuit the
reaction coil—to avoid dead-end losses—and disconnect
the reaction condenser. §f there is anything wrong
with this perhaps you will suggest the best way to
remove the part of the circuit referred to.—(R. Y.,
Broxbourne.)

The idea is quite practicable, but there is one point
you must watch, Usually a small by-pass condenser
is required from the anode to carth in the detector
circuit, and this may ailready be provided in your

receiver by part of a differentlal reaction condenser. ,

By disconnecting the condenser entircly you may
remove_ this by-pass condenser and by so doing affect
the rectification properties of the detector. Beyond
this, there is nothing wrong with your idea,

NEW VALVES

i) recently bought a completely new set of valves

for my receiver, as | had read that medern valves were
much more efficient than the old ones. Frankly, t am
ditappointed. The set Is unstable, oscillatzs at the
least provocation, and quafity Is terrible. What can
I do? It was because 1 read In yeur-book that the
new valves were better that § wasted my money.
1 should be glad if you could tell me what to do, as § am
extremely disappointed.”’—(Y. B., Hammersmith.)

The statements which you make in your letter prove
that our remarks were corrcct. The modern valves
are more efficient, and it is because of this fact that
your old receiver is now unstable. Apparently you
had taken llberties with the wiring of the old set, and
there were faults in wiring, etc., which were not
apparent Om% to the comparative inefliciency of the
old valves. now you go over the wiring, and see
that this is carried out efficiently (and possibly you
will have to slightly modify the layout), you will find
that the new valves will more than repay you for the
money you have speot on them. The distortion is
no doubt due to overloading of the output valve,
due to the large signal being now passed on from the
earlier stages. You must increase the H.T. applied
to this output stage, and also see to the grid bias.
Keep to the valve-makers’ recomwmendations with
regard to the applied voltages.

A TELEVISION POINT

1 have built up the Televisor described in your
hand-book, and purchased a disc instead of making it.
On trying it out | got a horrible series of patterns which
were nothing like a picture. 1 read the article again
and tound 1 had got to get the speed right. The motor
was not equipped with any form of control and 1 am
not sure whether there is any method of getting the
speed constant without fitting the speclal synchronising
apparatus, Have you any little wrinkle which would
suffice to enable me to see an image _so that 1 may

. my
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LET OUR TECHNICAL STAFF SOLVE

if a postal reply is
desired, a stamped ad-
dressed envelope must
be enclosed. Every
query and drawing
which is sent mast bear
the name and address of the sender, Send
your queries to The Editor, PRACTICAL
WIRELESS, Geo. Newnes, Ltd., 8-11,
Southampton St., Strand, London, W.C.2.

obtain sufficient interest to warrant the expenditure
on a motor fitted with synchronising gear? ""—(F. N. T.,
Blackpool.)

There is a perfectly simple way of getting the speed
right, and that is by pressing the finger tips on the
centre. of the disc. By careful adjustment the disc
may be kept at the right speed for the whole of the
transmission. A more satisfactory way is to fit a
small lever attachment with a screw adjustment so
that the pressure may be adjusted and then left. Of
course, any method such as this will not be so satls-
factory as the synchronising gear wheel, but it will
serve as a makeshift, for temporary reception.

MICROPHONIC VALVE

‘| am puzzied by the behavieur ot my receiver
and should be glad if you could enlighten me on the
peculiarity. When § tune in to a station there is a
peculiar ringing sound, and as soon as the station is
dead on tune the music is accompanied by a peculiar
high-pitched singing sound. This seems to be some
fault of the receiver and § should like to know how to
cure it.”'—(T. G. B., Manchester.)

The troubie is due to what is known as a microphonic
valve, that is one in which the electrodes are not very

DATA SHEET No. 16

Cut this out each, week and pastc it in a
notebook.

GERMAN SILVER RESISTANCE WIRE

]
S.W.G. | Resistance

Yards Current
— | peryard | per Ih. capacity
i8 | 117 51 3.
24 815 90 2.5
2/ 520 147 15
24 844 233 1.0
26 1.28 349 5
28 1.85 527 » 25
30 2,65 750 2
32 3.60 084 .15
34 4,82 1360 1
36 7.06 2000 .05
- -

securely supported, or are perched at the end of long,
thin supports. The result of this is that they take
up all vibration and transmit it to the speaker. When
you tune in to a station the sound waves impinge on
the glass bulb and so add to the trouble. The remedy
is to encase the valve in.a sound-proof case, such as a
cardboard box paeked with cotton-wool, or to otherwise
protect the valve from vibration. Sometimes an
anti-microphonic valveholder will cure the trouble,
although in some extreme cases it only aggravates it.
You can try the effect of stickin% lumps of plasticine
or similar sabstance on the glass for the same purpose.

DEFECTIVE CONDENSER

‘1 have altered one of the low frequency stages in
set to employ the resistance-capacity principle.
The values of the parts are as recommended in many
books, but | get nothing but horrible distortion. The
grid bias is correct for the valve ; the preceding valve
is getting its correct H.T., which has been compensated
to allow for the voltage drop through the anode resist-
ance, and in tact everything 1 can think of has been
done, Where can this distortion be coeming from?
Your help would relicve me of a great worry, as | am
now at a loss.”’—(D. S. C., Ayr,)

There is a simple solution to your trouble, and that
is the coupling condenser in the R.C. stage. This is
.no doubt defective and is permitting the H.T. positive
potential of the preceding anode circuit to be applied
to the grid. This is neutralising the applied negative

bias and is producing -the distortion. If you replace

UERIES and *
ENQUIRIES

by Our Technical Staff

The coupon on this
page must be attached
to every query.

the condenser we think you will find that the trouble
will be definitely removed.

THE CHEAPEST SET

‘| want to build up a cheap set to give as a present
early In the new year. f want it to work a speaker, and
the recipient is living quite close to a B.B.C. station.
What circuit arrangement would you recommend 2
1 do not want a poor set, but something which will
be worth giving to a friend. Your advice on this
problam would be greatly appreciated.”’—(F. H. J.,
Barnsley.)

We would suggest a two-valver employing a Pentode
output stage. This would glve sufficiently loud signals
for good loud-speaker reproduction, and in conjunction
with a good selective dual-range aerial coil will make
up quite a good, and at the same time cheap, set.
Use a 5 to 1 L.F. transformer for coupling purposes.

TRANSFORMER RATIOS -

‘ Upon locking through g catalogue in order to
choose a transformer for my three-valve set, | see that
there are severa! different ratics obtainable., The
catalogue does not state what the different types are
for, and 1 should di%e some information to enable mo
to decide which ratio to get for the set. The circuit
is the usual detector valve with two subsequent stages
ot transtormer coupled valves.”—(C. V. G., Dublin.

As you are situated near to a main broadecasting
station vou will have to be careful that your output
valve does not overioad. Therefore the stage gain
must be kept fairly low and we would suggest that the
first transformer has a ratio of 3 to 1, and thc =econd
aratio of 4 or 5 to 1. I, of course, you want to listen
more to distant stations the ratio may be greater, but
then you would have to arrange to cut out the first
L.F. valve s0 as to avoid overloading.

DIAL LIGHT |

“* Having rebuilt my set, I should like the refinement
of a light on the ganel to see more clearly the tuning
dial scale. § should like this fight to be coupled up to
the set in some manner so that when the set is switched
on the light will also come on, and so provide an indica-
tion that the set is aflve. Can this be easily carried out
vll’vltl'x(o)ut compilcated switching ? ""—(A. H. G., Belsize

ark.

The arrangement is quite simple, and consists only
of joining the lcads from the indicating Jight to the
two filament terminals of one of the valve-holders.
In this way, switching on the filaments also switches
on the lamp. Do not be tempted to use an ordinary
flashlamp bulb, as this has a rather high consumption.
Special low consumption bulbs are obtainable at good
wireless shops, and these only consume a very small
current, and will make no difference to your
accumulator charges,

EBONITE PANEL

‘“Some time ago it was the rule, rather than the
exception, to employ ebonite for panels. En thesa later
days one does not see s0 much employed, and | am keen
to know whether the idea that it was a good insulator
has now been exploded.or whether therc is some other
explanation for its ahsence on many modern commercial
receivers,”’—(F. B., Oxtord.)

There is really no need to nse ebonite for panels on
many modern recelvers, simply because the com-
ponents which are now mounted on the panel are all at
earth potential. Ebonite still holds its place as an
Insulator, but in these days the layout of a receiver
has been modified g0 that the controls are connected
to earth, and therefore there I8 no need to provide
an insulated path between them. In certain cases,
however, it i3 still necessary to sec that there is no
risk of coupling between certain partz, and therefore
you should adhere to instructions given in periodicals
which describe the construction.of a receiver,

'FREE ADVICE BUREAU

COUPON

Thls'coupon is avaliable until Jan, 14th, 19383,
and must be attached to all letters containing

queries.
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To save readers trouble, we wndcrtake to send on
catalogucs of any of our advertisers, Mecrcly zlate, on
a_postcard, the” names of the firms from whom wyou
require.. catalogues, and. address " it te * Catalogue,”’
PRACTICAL WIRELESS, Ceo. Newnes, Lid., 11,
Southampton St., Strand,” London, W.C.2,
ady fsers smake a charge,’ or require postage,
should be cnclosed,

BULGIN COMPONENTS
A USEFUL range of high-class components, covering
everything the constructor is likely to require,
is given in the latest catalogue issued by A. F. Bulgin
and Co., Ltd. Included in the list aré the new Bulgin
Transcoupler - Quickwyre,” for _ facilitating rapid
and neat-wiring, and a fine assortment of mains and
battery switches, + As usual, in the back part of the
catalogue, there is a useful illustrated téchnical manual
giving instructive information and showing how various
Bulgin components are connected in’ different circuits.

ORMOND CONDENSERS ; " g
AMO,NG_me ey components, shown in the latest
* Ormond list is a precisfon condenser, with friction
control and slow-motion movement with a ratio of
65 to 1,° Another new component listed is a logging
drum dial with illuminated surface and a hakelite '
escutcheon plate and control knob. A slow-motion
device Js*lncorporated and condensers can be attuched

<

on either gide. .

HEAYBERD MAINS APPARATUS
HE home constructor will 8nd a mine of information
in the 1933 catalogue issued by Messrs. Heayberd,
of 10, Finsbury Street, London, E.C.2. Instead of
lefng simpiy: a list of the products with prices, this
bopk_gives technical tips, and complete . cirenit. dia-
grams for making up various types of eliminator,
With the diagrams is a list of all the components for
thede eliminators, with prices, enabling any construetor
to.make up’a mains unit to suit both pocket and tech-
nieal .requirements. A pocket attached to the inside
of the back ¢over is intended to hold such'leaflets as
may be issued by Messrs. Heayberd. This is one of
the most informative catalogues ‘we have yct seen, and
no constructor shouid be without one,

UTILITY COMPONENTS . | L
A’ FINE range of ‘‘ Utility ”’ steel ganged con-
densers is shown in the new season’s_catalogue
issted by Wilkins and Wright, Ltd. = The chassis is
built of heavy gauge steel; and the spindles run in
ball bearings of ample'size which ensure smooth action.
AlF ganged condensers are matched to less than one-
half per cent. TFor supcr-het. sets a model is supplied
which  incorporates a specially-designed section for
tuning the oscillator “cireuit.  These condensers are
obtainable in the two, three or four-gang type. Other
high-class -components shewn-in the list inclode a new
straight-line-dial, anti-capacity switches, drum’ dials,
and the “ Utility ~ Micro-Dial with a ratio of 109 to 1
This dial, with its fine vernler adjustment and smooth.

Where
this

| Argentine Republic; possibly also re-broadcast by

actlon is specialiy sultable for short-wave tuning.

PRACTICAL WIRELESS

Broadcast Query Corner.

UNDER the above title, with the assistance of a
recognized authorlty on-foreign broadcasting matters
and a regular contributor to wireless publications
both at home and abroad, we are inaugurating aspecial
Identification Service, which should prove of great
assistance to our readers. When tuning in well-
known stations it happens frequently that listemers
pick up wireless transmissions of which they fail to
recognize the origin. 1t is to solve thése little problems
that the Broadcast Query Service has been organized.

All inquiries should be addressed to The Editor,
PRACTIOAL WIRELESS, 8-11, Southamplon Street,
Strand, London, W.C.2, and the envelope marked
Broadeast Query Service, in top left-hand corner.
Stamped addressed envelope should nof be enclosed,
as replies eannot be sent by post, but will be published
in due course, in each issue of PRACTICAY, WIRELESS.

Replies to Broadcast Queries

SKY PILor (Somerset): Beromuenstcr (Switzerland)
relaying Stuttgart programme. - PERPLEXED (Dar-
wen) ; -WJZ, Boundbrook (N.J.), Nutional Broadcast-
ing Company on 3945 m.  SEARCHER (Leeds):
Dublin ; new 80 kW transmitter (at Moydrum), testing
on 413 m. NAT (Bideford) : -According to your details
and difference in time, the broadcast would appear to
emanate from China, and possibly from the new 75 kW.
Nanking station, but.we cannot confirm, as this trans-
mitter was advertised to work on 440 m. ; the wave-
length may- have been chanced. - SHORTWAVE (Tor-
quay) : On December 11th, L8X, Hurlingham, Buenos
Alres, 28,98 m., relayed a running commentary on the
visit_of the President of Uruguay to the capital of the

EAQ, Aranjuez-Madrid, on 30.43 m., hut it was not
advertised in published programmes for the latter
station. SUPERHET (Bala): This was Leningrad on
8354 m. TIRED (Ramsgate): (1) WBZ, Boston
{Mass.), on 302.8 m. or KDKA; East Pittshurgh (Pa.),
on 305.9 m.; (2) WABC, Kew York, on 318.6 m.
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Any make Unit, Transformers,
etc., from.3/-; Blue Spots, 5/-:
Moving Coils, Eliminators, etc.,
from 5/-. Repairs guaranteed
aboratory tested and .returned
.0.D. post. Special trade terms
or by contract.

WEEDON POWER LINK RADIO
C0.,'185, Earltam Grove, London,
E.7.  (Phone: Maryland 4344).

LOuUD
SPEAKER
REPAIRS

Combincd Blueprint and illustrated
Construction Guide of the famous

@ Slektun SCOUT S.G.3

simpiifying sill further the constractlon

RE

of this greit se}. 8end 3d. in slamps
for free Blueprint Guide.

Slektun Products Ltd., 21 Douglas St., Westminster, S.W.1

SERADEX MOULDED
RESISTORS

| SERADEX |
RESISTOR Y 4

1} watt rating. Fitted wire ends. Made in usual
values_from 100 ohms to 2 Megs. Price each 8d.;
Per dozen 7/6. Lists for stamp.

48, WAKE GREEN ROAO, BIRMINGHAN!.

EASY TERMS pivie

} DELIVERY
Any Amplion, Blue Spot, Baker, Celestion,
Epoch, Goodmans, Igranic, Lamplugh, R. &
A.; Rola, Sonochorde, or W.B. Moving Coil
 Speaker supplied promptly.

SEND 5,- ONLY

and pay the balance by monthly instalments.
No references. Entirely private and confi-
dential. Write for Catalogue and details to :

TURNADGE & PARTNERS, LTD.,
-Ludgate House, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4."

{Telephone : Central 1903.

[STENIBAC

e = RADIO CABINET
z - Model No. A7.

Model No. A7 Radio-Gram,
Cabinet, 3ft. Sin. high, 2ft. 5in.
wide, 1ft. 6in. deep. Takes base-
board 19in. by 16in., Also Garrard
Automatic Record changer or
any.type of gramophone motor,
can be fitted without alteration
to Cablpnet. Accommodates 60
records at sldes of set” Raflle
Board included. Height between.
baseboard and motorboard 124in.
% Hand polished.

OAK - - - £510 0
MAHOGANY £6 0 O
bl et 2 WALNUT - £610 ©

WRITE FOR FREE CATALOGUE
sTEN'BAc LTD., Dept. P.P.W,, 303, Essex Rd.,

Islington, London, N.1 "Phone : Clissold 8056

{ “[)OWER AMPLIFIERS
) AND RECEIVERS” designed by Ferranti for home

[FERRANT)

Wa 513

constructors,
fully and clearly described in a compre-
hensive illustrated book which will be
welcomed "by every expérienced amateur.

60

48 pages

“Ask your dealer or send stamps to FERRANTI LTD., Dept. p ,HOLLINWOOD, LANCS.
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Contents of January Issue

Emergency Lighting in Theatres
and Cinemas,
by A. T. Dover, MIEE.

Protection of Electrical Plant
and Apparatus,
by H. W. Richardson, B.Sc, MIEE:

An All-Electric Printing Works,

by W. T. Kenney, Chief Engineer of
Newnes and Pearson Printing Works

A Dicsel Electric Shunting
Locomotive
Brush Troubles and Cures,
by F. C. Orchard, AMIEE

- ~ {
Safety Devices for Small Motors, = -
by G. W. Stubblings, AMILEE.

Measuring the Armature Resistance of a
large electric motor.

Locating Faults in Power Cables,
| by C. Grover, AMIEE

S S am e » g
Protectm,, o bulldlnb from L]bhtnlna Obtainable at all Newsagents and Bookstalls,

o g : or by post 1'3 from George Newnes, Ltd.,
Re-winding a Small Motor 8-11, Southampton Street, Strand, London,

wW.C.2.
INDISPENSABLE TO PROGRESSIVE MEN IN st
EVERY BRANCH OF THE ELECTRICAL INDUSTRY - 2T
i g ’%ﬂ"ﬂ%-’.ﬂ

- )

George Newncs, Lid.
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Write for free leaflets, invaluable to con- -
strictors, describing these Lewcos Master
Components.

The finest in design, manufacture and material.

1. The A.T.G. Coil. Price 8/6. Leaflet Ref.
No. W75.

= 2.-The Super-H.F. Choke. . Price 6/-. Leaflet

Ref. No. W78.

3. The T.O.S. Coil. Price 8/6. Leaflet Ref.
No. W75.

4. The™ Potentiometer.  Prices 3/- to -8/-.
Leaflets Ref. Nos. W79 and W81,

Every type of component is made by  Lewcos

and stocked by all reputable dealers.

RADIO COMPONENTS
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Mains Transformers
FINDING THE NUMBER OF TURNS.

The formula for ascertaining the number of
turns of wire for Mains Transformers 1s :—

ABn

3.49 x 10°

il

where — = Volts per turn in both the Primary

The assembled core of @ Mains Transformer.

that the number of turns of wire depends.

winding area also enters into the calculations, but by purchasing
standard sizes of stampings the calculations are greatly facilitated.

FINDING THE RATING.

and Secondary.

A = Cross sectional area of the core in
sq. ins.

B = Flux in the core in lines per sq. em.

n = Frequency of the supply in cycles
per second.

The usual flux density varies between 6,000 and
8,000 lines.

The method of building
up the laminations for the
core of a mains trans-
former.
dimensions are referred to
in the tables. The central bar is the most important part of the
assembly, as it is principally upon the cross-sectional area of this

How to assemble
the  completed
transformer, with
a strip of ebonite
to carry the vanious
terminals. It is
safest to take all
the secondary

The

principal

The size of the
side.

and not steel.

)
A finished Mains I

Transformer.

windings to one strip situated on one side of the transformer, and
the primar (or mains input) terminals to a strip on the opposite
Th: prevents acadentally touching or shorting the mains.
The feet amd supports, as well as clamping bolts, should be of brass
If found more convenient aluminium may be used.

CORE PROPORTIONS. TESTING.
The total rating of a maihs g T} i Norier - Before connecting a home-made
transformer is obtained by add- | Stalloy g g of Watts ure | mains transformer in circuit all
b S S (] Siamp- 3 = ——| Stamp- | (approx) | Po¥ | windings should be tested for
L0 BRLes I Rtie Be o ¢ : C. D. gnes breaks, short-circuits and insula-
separzte winding and then add- [ 5 3} P ) 3 oA % 15 | tion. A high voltage dry battery
ing 20 per cent. to the resultant | 4 35 1 1 2% | 6doz. 50 8 | may be used, in conjunction with
. 4 A 3% 1 1 i} 6 doz. 40 8 t d th Rouidt
figure. The cost of operating | 30 3% 1 ] 1} rin 40 g | @ meler, and there should be no
, 3 Haref 30 A 3% bt 1 b thos 35 8 | readings between different wind-
a mains receiver can therefore | 7 5 X3 21 e 6 doz. 100 6 | ings, nor from windings to core.
be easily worked out. . 29 6% 2 2 » 6 doz. 250 4

Theoretical circuit of a small mains trans-
former, showing how the primary winding is
tapped to suit mains inputs of different
values, and the manner in which all heater
windings are centre-tapped. The Rectifier
valve heater winding forms the positive lead
of the H.T. supply. and the centre tap of the
Anode winding 1s the negative lead. Where
it is preferred the remaining heater windings
may be provided with an adjustable centre
tap by means of an external potentiometer
instead of the wired point.

250
RecriFier
HEATER o
WINDING . 240
220
RECTIFIER
AnvodbE
WINDING 200
4 voer
HEATER
WINOING o

Circuit of a Mains Transformer.

WIRE FOR TRANSFORMERS.

In the table below the number of turns per
sq. in. makes no allowance for the end cheeks
of the winding bobbins. This must there-
fore be taken into consideration., The Safe
Current should also be regarded as the
absolute maximum value, and if possible the
next largest size of wire should be employed,
espectally for heater windings where large
currents are to be handled. When using
eramelled wire care must be exercised that
the covering does not crack during winding.
This wire takes up less room but greater
care must be taken in the winding.

Section through the core showing the
winding area in which all the windings
have to be disposed. It is most efficient
to arrange the windings on bobbins placed
side by side as indicated, with heater
windings disposed between the input
and H.T. windings. This forms a screen
and helps to prevent induced hum.
This illustration should be studied in
conjunction with the diagram in the
upper left-hand corner of this sheet. The
actual space available for winding has also

Wiy toaccomniodate

NI the formers of

H ik i the windings,

BRI and this should

be remembered

WIRE DATA. when measuring

Srandard] Safe jTurns per sq. inch. | Yards per Pound. - ;t:iffglc:
Wire | Current e Enam- ‘r,h‘;'l | :
Gevge. | amps) | iem- | Dcc | Epm- | pec w I RN

18 | & 392 | 297 469 454 - /]

20 4.0 685 472 833 79.4 .

24 1.5 1,270 977 221 203

28 0.7 3,760 |/ 1,630 438 422

30 0.5 5,370 1,990 694 587

32 0.4 6,890 2,550 915 755

34 0.25 9,610 3,020 1,202 1.024 L

36 0.18 13,500 4100 1,840 1,477 [

38 0.1 400 5,100 2,810 2,287

40 0.07 32,500 — 4576 = i

2 1 0054 430 | — | 637 = Scetion throughs cor.
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DETAILS INSIDE

DISCRIMINATING SET CONSTRUCTORS INSIST

on A DIRECT RADIO sreciFiED KIT
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When the higher notes are missing
RECTATONE restores them v . B Wi

YOU NEED IT NOW

-Rectatone—the Varley component
that restores to their truc value the-
‘all-important higher notes.

It is by dehbefately cutting oft
these highef notes that to-day’s
Superhets and ultra-sharp tuned
circuits achieve their selectivity.
Now comes Rectatone to put them
back again . . . and millions
know they need it.

RECTATONE

Has a nsing response curve

from 1,000 to 4,500 cycles.

Balances any form of sound
reproduction.

VARIABLE COM-
- PENSATION

The degree of compensation
may be suited to the particu-
lar tuned circuits in use or
employed to correct deficien-
cies due to the loud-speaker
or to the acoustics of the
room,

Restores a weakened treble to
its correct value.

Gives a vanable compensation
and, therefore, complete con-

] Compensation 1is controlled
trol of tone correction.

by a variable resistance " of
about 5,000 ohms -connected
externally between the ter-

minals HT. + and RES.

With a pentode output valvé
a 2,000-ohm fixed resistance
may be connected In Teries
with the variable resistance
in order to prevent excessive
amplification of ‘high fre-
quencies with . consequent
liability to self-oscillation.

Gives the required tone cor-
rection without an extra L.F.
stage.

Becomes at will and instantly._
a normal straight-line trans-
formet‘.

The ideal L.F. coupling for

selective sets.

0O =~ & U1 B W -

Particularly useful where the
same L.F. amplifier is used for
radio and gramophone repro-
duction.

Ratio 7-1-
List No.D.P. 33

When Bass and Treble are correctly
present, Rectatone preserves them . . .
When the higher notes are "missing,
Rectatone restores them.

SPECIFIED IN THE
‘pacicd  SE] ECTONE

Advt. of Oliver Pell Control Ltd.,, Kingsway House, 103 Kingsway, W.C.2. Telephone : Holborn 5303
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from"THE DESIGN AND
CONSTRUCTION OF
RADIO POWER UNITS’

CONTENTS |
RADIO POWER UNITS and how to build them
T, C.C.omeoftheckdest  OTES ON_ A.C. POWER UNITS
OPERATING RECEIVERS ON D.C. MAINS
ABOUT T.C.C. ELECTROLYTIC CON-

have produced this authorita-
tive book on .power units.

DENSERS
Packed full of real useful data, g\ 11)NATION OF INTERFERENCE

with complete constructional ER UNITS with full con-
details of four Radio Power i Ly ,E—?cmm detalls. o

Units—it shows the way to ROTATING RESISTANCE CALCULATOR
better and more powetful re- —

LS S . = production—to cheaper radio. A
- These power units solve your
k. battery problem—no longer o
THE DESIGN AND will you suffer distortion due . . : 3
CONSTRUCTION OF | :1; to inadequate power. Build

i one of these A.C. Power Units .
RADIO POWER UNITS and get the best from your ALL- BRIT’ SH

sct. For D.C. users there is 2

valuable chapter on D.C. Ap- C o N DE N s E Rs
paratus. Get your copy Now !

e . e NEw GENN GAR Gmn S PO VRS T S VSO T S Gwmm
[] COUPON To The Publicity Depd., The Telegraph Condenser Co., Lid., Wales Farm RA.,
' N. Acton, London, W.3.

Pleaze send me a copy of your book “The Design and Construction of Radio
Pouer Units,” for which'1 enclose six penny stamps fo corer cost and posiage. '

ASK
YOUR DEALER

If you bave any diffcully in
ablaining a eopy of this book,
fill in the coupon and post-
Jo x5 with six penny tamps
W' will send you a copy by

. Name. . )
esthrn.
PUBLISHED oY tHE Address_ l
TELEGRAPH CONOENSER CO LTO ' Prac. 14/1/33..
— [ . PLEASE WRITE IN BLOCK L!YI‘IRSJ
NS Gun M CEUS WEER Em Efe GEEE G syl SR I WS IR WO Sm—

Q2177

D TO WITHIN % of 1%

+ HALF A - MICRO-MICROFARAD

A figid chassis that is all one piece —not merely. a
framework bolted together. A one-piece chassis so
strong that there can never be the slighiest distortion in
use . . . . this is the chassis of the J. B- NUCANG.
Trimmers to each stage inside the chassis are operated
by external .starwheels, Vanes wide spaced and of
heavy gauge. Special rotor bearings ensure permanent
accuracy and give remarkably free movement.

Capacity .0005.
Supplied semi-screened, as illustrated, or fully screened
with lid.

Capacity without trimmers: Minimum 20 m.mf, Maximum
520 m.m.f. Capacity of trimmers: 70 m.m.f,

Write for complete catalogue.

NUGANG
- Semi-screened Fully Screened
with 1id
2-gang 14°%- 2.gang 16'-

: 3-gang 21’ 3-gang 2376
. ; L! G 4-gang 28’- 4-gang 31’
PRECISION INSTRUMENTS

Advertisement of Jackson Bros, (London) Ltd., 72, St. Thomas' Street, London, S.E.1. Telephone : Hop. 1837.

¢ raape an,
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“NEW RADIOS
NEW RADIO YEAR

if you remember that

_ January 14th, 1933

FGR OLD T —

—WE BUY YOUR OLD SET AND SUPPLY YOU WITH ANY NEW SEASON’S MODEL

HUNDREDS OF TESTIMONIALS
FROM SATISFIED CLIENTS. —
It will pay you to write for particulars of our amazing
exchange offer, enclosing 1}d. stamp, naming your old set and the
new model you fancy. A FREE QUOTATION WILL FOLLOW.
Complete transaction executed by mail.
FREE—Wireless Set to introduce the Radialaddin Club.

Liberal Allowances and Balance Payable by Cash or Hire Purchase.

® EVERY MAKE OF SET, KIT B‘,
OR RADIOGRAM SUPPLIED
Visit Our Showrooms

RADIALADDIN, Limited,

]

d
THE LARGEST RADIO EXCHANGE IN THE UNITED KINGDOM. a‘
(Dept. P.R.), 46, Brewer Strect, London, W.1. ’Phone: Gerrard 4055. =
]

A ENOEREEEREERS RS AONERREBEC ARSI NENE
Seb il L)) |

I/CONVERT YOUR
SET with this J
CABINET «»

TheCamco*Waverley’—a handsome oabinet
for converting your set into a modern
Radio-gram, Wonderful aocooustical
properties. Polished Wooden Pamnel
4/- extra, Attractively finished in Oak or
Mahogany. 0ak £5-10-0. Mahogany £6-15-0.
See this cabinet at our showroom and
send for FREE Camco Cabinet Catalogue
giving particulars of the complete range.
Carrington Manufacturing
Co., Ltd.,, Showroom:
24, Hatton Garden o
London, E.C.1.
‘Proue: Holborn 8202.
Works> South Croydon.

I Post in id, cneclope.

Name

AQAress ...iiionioiiniiss i sttt s s vats

QPR WE ... 5

JUST FIGURE IT OUT!

Without mathematics the Wireless Amateur —and
especially the Home Constructor—wallows in a morass
of doubt and uncertainty. This brilliant book will
cnablé you quickly to grasp the essentials of Mathematics
as applied to Radio. You'd hardly believe it, but it
hasn't a dull page! The author knows his sub]ect and
how to make it interesting even to the absclute beginner.

You need this book.

MATHEMATICS OF WIRELESS

by Ralph Stranger
S/-

Obtainable at all Booksellers, or by post 5/3 from Geo. Nzwnn, Lid., 8-11,
outhampton St.. Strand. London, W.

RADIO INVENTOR

!

discovers secret of
H.T. Rejuvensation

DYING BATTERIES.
BROUGHT TO LIFE AND —
GIVEN NEW ENERGY . ..

The results of his research are now offered, to all owners
of battery- operated receivers, in the shape of REACTO.
By feeding H.T. batteries—old or new, wet or dry—
with L.T. current only from a spare accumulator,
which needs no recharging—REACTO makes Batieries
last at least two years. Simple to connect. Maintains
constant voltage, producing clearer,louder tone,

Eliminates parasitic noises. Your old H.T. Battery
revives and lasts until the moisture in its cells dries
up. No alteration toset, Intermediate H.T. leads un.
ﬁcred. Money refunded if after 14 days’ trial REACTO
does not do what we claim, Patents applied for.

Send P.O. for 3/6 (crossed) to-da
and start economising on 'ly
expense right away,

Obtainable only from

Reacto Appliances Ltd.,

(Dept. X4),28,Watling St.,
London, E.C4.

TEST REACTO FREE
Connect Reacto as above tn a
few rtes and note the diff
during the triale Reacto must.do
what weo qlalin or your test costs
nothing.:

|WE WILL BUY YOUR

Exchange your
Old Seql' for a

1933 MODEL

With the increase in power of
nearly all Continental Stations
only the very latest Super
Selective sets enable you to
hear the programmes without
interruption.

Long-Distance

Wireless Secrets

A book every listener
has been waiting for.
This practical work
will solve your diffi-
culties and enable you
to obtain the best
possible results of
which your set is
capable,

FINDING
FOREIGN
STATIONS

R. W. HALLOWS

OLD SET

as part payment on any new
set of any make. You will not
get a more liberal allowance
anywhere in the country. The
balance can be settled by

CASH OR INSTALMENTS

Free technical advice—free
catalogues—anything to help
your choice. You keep your old
set till the new one is installed.
A PEW _REALLY aoo& SECOND-

HAND SETS AVAILAB.
WRITE FOQR LISTS

To BRITISH RADIO EXCHANGE
CORPORATION 26/7, D’Arblay Street,
Wardour Street, W.1.

Ay present setisa........ (yecar}......
........ (make). Please quote me allow-
ance for it on purchase of a new —
................ make). 3,6
1 desire to pay balance by cash
instalments
NAME oot gon o gL oo o[,;,a,-,ml,le ;ﬂfau 3&%}“8”"5'
or by post 319 from ORGE
ADDRESS ..vi0rencennsnnnnianens 5 NEWNES. le.' 890 Souwdll.
F T T T ampton Slyee[. styand' Lon-
P. K. 14/1f35. don, W.C2.
(4 3 3 3 F 1 1 4 3]
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FOR EVERY SET — there’s a

PILOT AUTHOR KIT

CASH -~ C.0.D ~ or H.P.

| EVERYTHING RADIO s E L E c T 0 N Described

CARRIAGE PAID TO-YOUR DOOR this Week
BLUE SPOT SPEAKER UNIT AND
CHASSIS. « Typc-100 U. Cash Price

£1/12/6. Carriage Paid. " Kit of speclﬁed
Balance in 6 monthly payments of : = cliargasion ordrsiaven “”' parts, including  ready
&2 K @l | 1 PETO-SCOTT Oak-faced piywood panel, 13in. £ s. d. drilled panel, buf less
EPOCH *“20 C" PERMANENT MAGNET - Send {- DY 8in,.ready drilled; Peto-Scott 5-ply valves and cabinet.

MOVING-COIL SPEAKER. (New Edition baseboard, 14in. by 8in., ready drilled ebonite
With 5-ratio input transf(on(g:r x(l:as) 6/6 strip, 14in. by 1}in.; connecting wire, or 12 monthly payments of 8/-

[ ‘lines— GAPY C o .0.D.
KIT'BITS Selected C.0.D. 'lines YouKIT A asH oOR 80D

pay the postman—We pay po. Author’s

i e e e s s, i e, 2200

Price £1/18/0. Carriage Paid. ol screws, and wood as specified 8 0 p
Balance in 5/ monthly pgayments of 6/6. DRl ll’l}.'llll:lillz'z Sttandard .0005 mfd. Gondenses with 0 K'tK!\.!'- b‘: ?h” l - ‘K:.!: h"c":’ '
", ~ 4 i t wi
BLUE SPOT UNIT AND CHASSIS, Type 99 Send [ 4 GOLVERN thge 1D Gon 15 & Jiess cadinet. 0ASH or COD:|  fand cavinet, CASH or CO'D.
g. P Im:lélzdnins‘g6 matthed transformer 5/6 1 BENJAMIN Transfeeda . TR T Carrizge Paid. ] Carriage- Paid.
Bﬁaucgw‘f‘ "/ m/onth] ayments of 5/6. only |} YARLEY Rectatone Transformer .. .. 15 0 5§-10-9 £6-13-3
ROLA PERMANENT MAGNET MOVING. Send | 3 Shecified Valves L12 9fer IR men e
COIL SPEAKER F.6. With universal 4/6 1 CAMCO Excelsior Oak Cabinet as spemﬁed 12 6
t:g/;;t;(sl ixé:put. tran;fq;mer. Cash Price b
. Carriage Paid. o
Balance in 11 monthly payments of 4/6. 4 I KlT AR _ Author’s Kit ot
astl‘ﬂETA M(;'V‘III'H%ng L sPEANER GF S flpe_f;ﬁ;ﬂ partls. ;r:,:ludll;g y;;l:'cg« - 0 -
-COIL SPEAKER DE end ritie. panei, ¥
LUXE. With 6-ratio input transformer K B and cabinet. ©  CASH or ¢.0.0.
tnd protesting ge T Cah price OfD N 0 Carriage paid. S e ] [/C.
£3/10/0. Carriage Paid. only Specified Valves £1-2-9. Cabinet 15/-.
T N _—
N MANENT ded 5 e ‘,
] MAGNET  MO.ING-COIL SPEAKER. Send = "|" S for the Select R d for the Selecton
With special Ferrant! multi-ratio input 6/6 E S G 0 T T WA L N UT BUILD YOUR "PRACTICAL
travslormer,  Cash Prioe, Carriage CABINET MOVING-COIL SPEAKER ;
Latdr SWGI0: o —_— WIRELESS” SET INTO

Balance in § monthly payments of 6/6.

.LISSEN In handsome
H“SKYSCRAPER"S.G.3 Viih ™ Contrasting

inlald  Walnut

COMPLETE WITH VALVES Veneer.

THE PETO-SCOTT
WALNUT CORNSOLE

Constructed in Walnut

— . < ing inlaid IS
CHASSIS KIT CABINET KIT CASH OR with contrasting inlaid |5
with  (Lissen) S$.G with (Lissen) Valves, €.0.D. Walnut Veneers. |
S S walnut Cabinet and CARR. PAID Comes to you with vig
Detector and Pentode gpecial Balanced Ar- aetted front, as llusteatod, §F
Valves. _ Cash Price, mature Loud-speaker. 47,6 ready to take your own set. |
No skill or expensive tools 1

Carriage Paid, £4/9/6. Cash Price, Carriage
Dzlilzsed ’carr/ia/e Paid. 56/’5/0' 2l

livered, B¢ Jivered, carriage paid,
p:nd on first payment on- first payment of

, Balance in
alance in 11 11 monthly
monthly “pay- paumcnls of

menls of 8/3.

are nquimd to trnnslorm]

your radio ‘into” o beautiful

Console instrument. present-

lag the professionally tinished (&

appéarante of the ~most %

luxurions Radlo Receiver |
mopney can CasborC.O.D.

buy. Or 12

moathly  pay-

meats of 5/8,

A wonderful Permanent Mngnet Cardiage and Packing 2/6
Moving-Colf Bpeaker that- repro- § B cott Lo sing “ung | Wales.
duces with amazing realism, Senai- ,
tive to very small inputs and 1s Baftle Bo:?lrd randy Drilied

. o s s, s, st

ATLAS ELIMINATOR Tl;pe A.C.244. Send
Three tappings: etector and 5 /6
Power. Output : 120 volts at 20 m/A.

Cash Price £2/19/8, Carriage Paid. only Bal g therefore entirely satistactory tor extra
Balance in 11 monthly payments of 5/6. m.‘;m?.:" ¢ ea '_" hatlmy-opemud sets, as well ax‘ull Dimenstons: 36in. igh; 21fin. wide; 15}in. deep. Farel
'HEAYBERD HOME BATTERY-CHARGER Send | [ monthly pav- JJ§ maine sels, uod can bo used with | § 35" sla. " Baseboard, dain. decp.

Model A.0.3. for A.C. Mains only. Charges 2, 5,3 s

4, or Gv. accumulators at 1 amp. Cash or

C.0.D. Carriage Paid. £2/2/6. only 1 933
B g (@l monthly payments of S/, Tune-in the Short-Wave Stalions on your

GARRARD INDUCTION GRAMOPHONE present set. Plug the Kelacy Short-wave

MOTOR. For Ac, mains, modet 202. send | K EL S E Y Ad;ptorx—lt fits without any alteratlon.

Mounted on 12-ineh nickel motor plate 4 ,1 SH 0 RT w AVE B° thrtn rvx;lve mu:red. no :l;tm]-;p%;t{:a
7 ef) Oor fmimi nte use a sold

with fully automatic electric starting and Wit hymal Catibtation Rt (el

stopping _switch, Cash Price £2/10/0. only} A DA PTQ R Tuwies Notes by our Short-Wave Expert

Carriage Paid.

CasHur C.0.D.
or 9 monthly
payment:oi 5/8

{ Balance in 1t monthly payments of an.
= E:gO-SgOTT "1933 I\DI\PJ’I\-f i IMPORTANT. GO
M. eautifu constructed o cn
l solid walnut with co{;trastlng Walnut 8 3 Parts, Kits, Miscell- PETO-SOOTT co" Ltd" 77’ clty Road London E.C. 1
Veneers. Ready to take your set and aneous Components, Telephone : Clerkenwell 9406/7
I 1 Finisbed Receivers 3 West End Showrooms : 62, High Holborn, London, W.C 2. Telephone : Holborn 3248.
gramophone motor. Cash or C.O.D. only or Arelos ftor
§ 1£3/3/0, Carriage 3/6 extr CASH, C..D. or s Dear Sirs, Please send me CASH/CODIHP........... S O sy Al T, SR
| Balance in 11 monthly payments of §/8. g::m"“ o Bun & for which I enclose £..-...5.0. wud, CASH/H.P, Deposit. .2
l wo%ims %%frAgng - MAGNET Payme:ﬂa‘ 3 Send NAME e
M - AKER, Type us a list ot soar AME ... . ieiiiiisaient a
| PM4. Com i c wants — we  will »
. plete with transformer, =
|%a§h Price £2/2/0. Carriage Paid. gighe yon byreltsa. 18 20 2 8 L P
alance in 7 monthly payments of vt . 10/~ '
!5/9, DI . BN (|cracheianiont 2.9 | LU0 et e OB e o 0 - o0 o 4 . PuW. 1a3E
—1 charees pad.

ANY {TEM SUPPLIED SEPARATELY——ORDERS OVER 10/- SENT C.O.D. CARRIAGE AND POST CHARGES PAID
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% "SKYSCRAPER CHART

B\ IS THE CLEAR PATH TO
_—  § | SUCCESSFUL HOME CONSTRUCTION
| AND BETTER RADIO FOR ALL

Lissen have published a 1/- Construc-
tional Chart, giving. the most detailed
instructions ever printed for the building
of a wireless set. You can’t go wrong
—every part, every wire, every terminal
is identified by photographs. Everybody,
without any technical knowledge or
skill, can safely and
with COMPLETE
CERTAINTY OF SUC-
CESS undertake to
build this most modern
“ of radio receivers
from the instruc-
tions given and the
parts Lissen have
supplied.

0}” '
oNLY 86 pown
THE ONLY KIT YOU CAN BUILD
YOURSELF EMPLOYING METALLISED S.C.

HIGH-MU DETECTOR AND ECONOMY
POWER PENTODE VALVES.

This new Lissen *“ SKYSCRAPER "’ Kit set is the only one on the market
that you can build yourself employing a Metallised Screened Grid Valve,
High-Mu Detector and Economy Power Pentode. Around these three
valves Lissen have designed a hoeme constructor’s kit the equal of which
*there has never been before. Why be satisfied with whispering foreign
stations when you can BUILD WITH YOUR OWN HANDS tais Lissen -
““SKYSCRAPER ' that will bring in loudly and clearly distant stations 3
in a profusion that will add largely to your enjoyment of radio 7

GREAT CONSTRUCTIONAL To:day you can buy the

KIT on Gradual Payment
C“All I F”EE Terms. ¢ Skyscraper”
& ‘ald Chassis Kit, complete

with Valves. CASH PRICE

o

B R ——

o s thoMLcecr, . T ecTaRane] 89/6. Or 8/6 down and
Chart F. rorn any radio - dealer, or by e
posting the COUPON below direct to f{actory. twelve monthly payments

of 7/6.

¢ Skyscraper ”’ Kit com-
piete with Walnut Cabinet
and inbuitt Loudspeaker,
as illustrated. £6 s,
Cash. Or 11/6 down and
twelve monthly payments
of 10/6. f

COMPLETE IN CABINET
WITH "LOUDSPEAKER £6 55'

OR 11/6 DOWN AND L WELVE MONTHLY PAYMEN [S-OF 10/6

POST THIS
R COUPON..

LISSEN Ltd.,
Dept. P.R.32,

Worple Road,
Isleworth, Middleses.

Please send me FREE
ecopy of your 1/- Bky.
scraper Chart,

NAME sescstomrmosnsiasssvsscnsane

ADDRESS wbeverniiiassiarstaniccm s

..........................................
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ROUND ¢ WORLD of WIRELESS

New High-power Station for Algeria
AS complaints have been received from
French residents in Algeria that
broadcasts from Radio Alger cannot be
picked up at Oran, the French Govern-
ment has decided to erect a 20-kilowatt
transmitter at Sainte Barbe du Tiela, near
that city.

Listeners  Choose
Announcers
F a French station wishes to engage an
announcer a number of- candidates
are put up for election, and each one in
turn announces certain items in the
programme. Except for the fact that he
is given a number, or appears under a
nom-de-guerre before the microphone, he
remains anonymous to the listeners,
who are requested to vote for the voice
which best pleases them.

The Race for Power

ELGIUM, apparently, although a

small country, is dissatisfied with

the size of its two 15-kilowatt Brussels
broadcasting stations. In the course of
1933, the Velthem transmitters are to
be reconstructed in order to secure an
output approaching 75 kilowatts in the
aerial.
Paying for the Dutch Broadcast Pro-

grammes

HE A.V.R.O., a non-political wire-

less association which provides the

bulk of the entertainments at the Hil-
versum station in Holland, boasts of
over 175,000 members. As no licence is
collected from listeners, the expense of
running the studio is defrayed privately.
The sum contributed annually by the
A.V.R.O. supporters amounts to £88,000.

Jugoslavia Comes to the Front
ORK on the new 16-kilowatt Belgrade
transmitter is so far advanced that
tests may be carried out in the course of a
few days. The Zagreb station, built in
1925, and now one of the smallest in Europe,
will also be replaced by a bigger plant. Its
successor will be erected at Otok on the
bank of the River Save, and will be of a
power equal to that of the new capital
transmitter.

Do You Hear Radio-Toulouse ?

ALTHOUGH no official permit has yet
been obtained, the 60-kilowatt station

at St. Agnan (near Toulouse) is carrying out

Their, Own Studio

X066 36 08 306 08 36 206 X6 20 306 6 306 06 X 0 306 06 3% 26 X6 X 6 3%

tests nightly from 11 p.m. onwards; its

wavelength is 385 m.

Results of the Madrid Convention
SOME little gain has been made for
radio telephony, inasmuch as on the
long waves the band comprised between
1,250 and 1,875 metres has been entirely
released for broa.dca.sting stations. On the
medium waveband, the limits were not
extended and remain from 200—546 metres.
The power of transmitters, however, was
restricted to 150 kilowatts for those
stations working on wavelengths above
1,000 metres, and to 100 kilowatts if on
channels in the lower broadcasting band.
Exceptions appear to have been made for
certain stations, either already in operation

#%%#%ﬁ%ﬁ#ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%%ﬁ%%#%ﬁ)&ﬁ}%

IN THIS ISSUE

The Grid Leak Detector, page 793.
Making Your Own Components, page 794.
Holding the Foreigners, page 797.

How the Super-het. Works, page 800.
Building the Selectone, page 806.

Tone Control, page 810.

Beginners’ Supplement, page 811.

Radio Ramblings, page 820.

Free Gift Data Sheet No. 5, “ Wire and
Wire Gauges.”
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or under construction. These are Prague,
Vienna, Budapest, Toulouse, Rennes, and
Leipzig, which may increase their power to
120 kilowatts.

Sunday Broadcasts by the League of Nations
HE weekly talks given through the
Prangins (Switzerland) short-wave
station on the work done by the League
of Nations are now broadcast at 10 p.m.
G.M.T., simultaneously on 31.3 and 38.7
metres,

Don’t Confuse Them
HERE are two broadcasting stations
in Europe which make announce-
ments in both French and German, namely,
Radio Strasbourg (345.2 metres) and Luxem-
bourg, which, at present, is testing on

wavelengths varying between 1,186 and
1,250 metres. The former can be identified
easily by the fact that as an interval signal
it uses a deep buzzing note.

Vienna’s Super Station
T had been hoped to get the 120-kilowatt
transmitter ready in time for the
Christmas broadcasts, but this was found
impossible. It is now definitely stated
that this “giant” will be brought into
action towards the end of February, and
that its official opening - ceremony will
take place at Easter.

A Further Addition to the German Net
SITE has been found at Billerbrok,

near Hamburg, for the seventh of the
high-power German regional stations.
This 60-kilowatter, when installed on
the banks of the Alster, should be well
heard in Great Britain.

France Follows Suit
P to the present, in view of its low
power and close proximity in wave-
length to London National, broadcasts
from Radio Lille (PTT Nord) can only
be picked up with difficulty by listeners
on this side of the ‘“ditch.” In the
course of a few months, however, Lille
should appear in our daily logs, as work
on the 60-kilowatt station to be erected
at Camphin has already begun.

Radio Greetings to the Polar Regions
N Christmas and New Year’s Day,
in exchange for a small fee, the
Danish broadecasting authorities allowed
listeners to #end through the Kalundborg
high-power transmitter personal messages
and greetings to their friends and rclatives
in Greenland. During the winter months a
similar service is carried out by some of
the American stations for residents in
Alaska ‘and the ‘ Frozen North.”

Broadcast of the Australian Test Matches
HE B.B.C. will transmit through the
Regional stations eye-witness accounts
at the close of play of the test matches in
Australia. . With the exception of the
match starting at Adelaide on January 13th,
they will all be heard in the Britich Teles
at 8.5 a.m. G.M.T.

The Radio Synthetic Kiss
OLLOWING a series of experiments,

%%Kﬁ%ﬁ%%%%ﬁﬁﬁ%%%%%%%%%ﬁ%

the Radio-Paris studio has adopted a
new method for imitating the sound of a
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kiss where required in‘a broadecast play:

Tests showed that the rcal thing did not
convey the right noise to the listener. By
gently rubbing a cork previously powdered.

with resin against a small glass plate
which, in its turn, has been cove:
with fine emery powder,
engineers have found that the illusion is °
almost complete. But then many males |
in France still wear beardst

Boycotting State Transmitters
INCE the Reichsfunk took over the
German broadcasting system the
character of the programmes has under-
gone considerable change. As a protest
against the political aspect of the enter-
tainments and talks, local associations
requested their members to show their
dissatisfaction by a refusal to pay the
listening tax. As a result, it was
publicly stated in a recent debate at
the Reichstag that during the period
July lst—December lst over 488,000
listencrs had omitted to renew their
broadecasting licences. On the other
hand, recent official statistics tend to
prove -that 80,000 new licences were

taken out in November last.

Testing Commercial Receivers
XPERIMENTAL work is still going
on for the testing of the efficiency
of commercial receivers, and new ap-
paratus is being developed in this con-
nection. This is probably the most
popular contribution to radio technique
yet made, and is of undoubted benefit
to manufacturer and customer. By its
use, receivers can be tested as regards
selectiyity, sensitivity, and for audio-
frequency fidelity, and buyers of radio
apparatus will at once have a means of
direct comparison of the performance
of different sets. We, as radio men,
owe a lot to the N.P.L., and it seems
as if our debt is to be increased rather
than otherwise.

INTERESTING and TOPICAL _!
PARAGRAPHS i
xLl”— J

the radio F

red PRAGUE’S NEW 200 KW. RADIO STATION.

— e —t

The new radio station is situated in the geographical
cenltre of Europe, some 35 hilometres east of Prague, in
the vicinity of the small town of Cesky~Brod. This new
high-power broadcasting station is rated at 200 kilo-
watts (C.C.L.R.), and is the most powerful broadcaster

operating in the medium wave broadcast band.

New Transmitter for Experimental Work
TILL further experiments are going
on with the object of studying the

transmission of wireless waves through thg
an

for some time a series of transmissions have
been sent out from N.P.L. of which the
frequency has been variable in a regular
manner through a decfinite range of fre-
As it is considered these trans-
missions are doing good work, and will be
ears to come, an-
ing erected. The
new transmitter is to be of increased power,
and will send out short period pulse trans-
missions, in order that the fullest investi-
gation of the Heavyside layer may be made,
and the maximum electron density of the
upper atmosphere determined. The new
installation will take an input of 2 kW.,
and can transmit on a range of wavelengths
ranging from 30 metres to 1,000 metres.
The change in wavelength or frequency
is to follow a pre-determined schedule, and
is automatically operated by a synchronous
alternating current motor by means of
which the frequency change device is

ionized range of the atmosphere,

quencies.

required for several
other transmitter is

accurately timed.
Athlone At Last

T is some time since I mentioned that

the new 80 kW. Athlone station would
very soon, but there has
been a good deal of unexpected delay, and

be * on the air ”

coils at the new Prague broadcasting station.

SOIVE THIS?

Problem No. 17

Having built a simple three-valver, Rogerson
decided that perhaps a pnmllcl-f'ed trans-
former axmnfgcment would sound better than
the direct fed method he was using. He
accordingly bought a 10,000 ohms spaghetti
resistance and inserted this in the anode lead
in place of the primary of the transformer.
The anode was then joined to earth, via the
primary, but sgignals proved to be very weak,
and within a day ths H.T. battery had run
out. Where had Rogerson gone wrong in
this . arrangement ? Three books will be
awarded for the first three correct solutions
opened. Mark envelopes, Problem No. 17,
and send to the Editor, PRACTIOAL WIRELESS,
QReo. Newnes, Ltd., 8/11, Southampton
Street, Strand, London, W.C.2, to reach us
not later than Junuary 16th.

being short-circuited.
at lault, owing to the enamelled insulation bhaving
been cmckcd, and the leading-in and leading-oug
leads were touching, and so were short-circuiting the
whole choke.

Mr. W.
chester ; Mr.
Bridlington.

SOLUTION TO PROBLEM No. 18

The tests revealed that an Anode component was
Actually the H.F. choke was

The following three readers recelved books fu con-

nection with Problem No. 15 :—

Mr. C. Bonunett, 196, Farebrother Street, Grimsby ;
Hurns, ]9 Connis Street, Openshaw, Man-
. C. Watson, -150, Hﬂdelthorpe Road,

write these notes.

i

]
-
:
1)
2
:
y

the station is not yet in ‘operation as I
Test' transmissions
have been taking place for some time at
10.30 p.m., and it is now understood that
the Free State giant will definitely com-
mence a regular service in a very few
days. You will probably have heard
it before reading this issue—unless there
have been further delays.

Empire Broadcasting
LARGE number of favourable re-
ports have already been received
by the B.B.C. in regard to the short-
wave Empire Broadcasting station.
Apparently the only zone from which
reports are unsatisfactory is that which
includes Canada. I believe that a dif-
ferent wavelength will shortly be tried
for this zone, because it seems evident
that the present one is unsuitable.
Prangins, or by its other name, Radio
Nations, the broadeasting station run by
the League of Nations, has been doing
some excellent long-distance work of late.
Good reception has been reported from
Japan and Western America, so the
engineers arc no doubt very proud of
their station. A number of broadeasts
have been given by prominent states-
men connected ‘with the League, and
it is hoped that Prangins will afford
good publicity for the League of Nations
movement. If you want to try for this
station you will find it on 31.3 metres
from 10 p.n. to 10.45 p.n. on Sundays.

Licence Figures in the North
ICENCE figures are still rising
rapidly in the North ‘of England,
and especially in Yorkshire. Whether or
not this is coincidence or has some
bearing on the recent rumours that the
Post Office ““ plain vans” were in the
vicinity I cannot say.  Being in sym-
pathy with the North, I should vote
for coincidence.

The New Munich Transmifter

The AVE you heard the new 60 kW.

illustration shows a close-up view of inter-stage tuning

Munich broadcasting station yet ?
It recently commenced operations on
533 metres and comes in rather well.
If you cannot tune up to 533 metres in
the ordinary way, put a .0001 mfd. fixed
condenser in paralle]l with each tuning
condenser ;. this should increase the wave-
length range to 550 metres or so and you
might also bring in Budapest- which is a
fairly strong signal just now.

Ultra S.W. Television

AS I forecast a couple of months ago,
the B.B.C. Ultra S.W. transmitter

{ installed on top of Broadcasting House is

now being used for television tests by the
Baird System. A wavelength of 7.3 metres
is used and transmissions take place from
3 p.m. to 5 p.m.on Wednesdays and Fridays.
I gather that before long experiments will
be conducted with images having from 100
to 200 lines instead of thirty as at present.
Those readers who have been following
our * Television > articles will understand
that if these tests are successful they will
mark a definite advance in the progress of
the new science.
(Continued on page 798.)

: * ANOTHER SURPRISE
: FOR READERS
: COMING SHORTLY!

Tevorgrorsusnuned

Tree




__Jai,lar_yJMh, 1933

L D 1 ) G

'PRACTICAL WIRELESS

PRACTICAL HINTS ON

iy
<)

Fig. \.—Arrange L.F. chokes and transformers with their cores at right-

angles to each other,

HERE used to be a prevalent
idea that the performanee
of a wireless sct was purely

and simply dependent upon the
circuit employed, and I am afraid
that even to-day the idea is mnot -
quite dead. It is time it was
because as a matter of actual fact
the working out of the circuit dia-

WIRELESS RECEIVER DESIGN

important Facts Concerning Lay-out and Construction

By JACE
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with vertical panel will prove most satisfac-
tory, but in most other cases a chassis con-
sisting of an inverted box will be better.
The latter gives more space for. components
without increasing the overall dimensions of
the set. It also allows most of the wiring to
be carried out below the baseboard and
3o gives a neater and more businesslike
appearance. Shall the chassis be of wood
or aluminium ? This is rather a debatable
point and depends largely upon the facilities
of the constructor.. If he is fond of metal-
working he will probably choose aluminium,
but, on the other hand,. if he is not in

/| possession of the necessary metalworking
.1 tools he will no doubt favour wood. If

aluminium is used it will form a very
desirable and convenient screen, but the
same result can be obtained by covering
the wooden chassis with metal foil, or with
some of that excellent aluminium-sprayed
paper now on the market. In any case
the metal sercening will be of use not only
for its nominal purpose, but also for making
numerous earth conncctions. Since the
screen will of ncecssity be conneccted to
earth, wiring can be simplified and many
wires reduced in length by connecting them

gram is only a smell part of recciver  Fiy 2. —Wiring of L.T. circuits is simplified by arranging the valve holders in a straight line.

design. If a dozen constructors

werc all supplied with thc same circuit
diagram and asked to interpret it, or to
build a set using it, I dare wager that each
one would obtain entirely different results.
Why ? Because they would arrange the
parts in various different ways with a
result that many of them would be unable
to operate in the manner intended by the
designer of the circuit. In consequence,
the set’s performance would in all probabil-
ity be a good deal below the standard
anticipated. Of course it would be im-
possible, in the course of a short article,
to deal fully with the whole subject’ of
receiver design, so rather than attempt to
do that I propose to discuss some of the
most important points which arise in
connection with the building of a set of
any kind, and to point out a few of the
problems which occur. I shall assume
throughout that a circuit has been decided

on, and that the question which remains is"

how it can best be * translated” into
practical form,

Important Features of Design

Let us first consider what are the most
important features. Generally speaking they
resolve themselves into the following order
of importance : —

1. The components must be so placed
that stray capacities, and inductive coup-
lings are reduced to a minimum.

2. Consistent with condition (1) the set
should be as compact and as ecasy to

wire up as
possible.

3. The tun-
ing and reac-
tion controls
should be so
placed” that
they come
readily to
hand.

4. The panel
lay-out must
be as neat
and symmetri-
cal as possible
consistont
with condi-
tions (1), (2)
and (3).

The Chassis
Before pro-
ceeding further
we must decide
on the type of
chassisi to be
employed.
With a
simple one or
two valve set
it is probable
that the rather
old - fashioned
horizontal
baseboard

1

i“

to the sereen by means
of screws fitted with
washers. Screcning,
as such, is not always
necessary in a simple
get, but in case of

|| &2 g
(s _—

|

SCREEN INSIDE
Varve

Fig. 3.—Incorrect position of horizontal S.G. valve

hold:r in respect to the screen.



doubt it should be provided ;
under any circumstances it
can do no harm even if it
is not actually beneficial.
Before leaving the question of the chassis
we had better give a little thought to the
position created when the set is an all-

mains one. Shall we build both receiver
and power supply unit on the same chassis,
and, if so, what screening should be
necessary ? Again, the question is debat-
able, and one upon which the individual
must decide. If the set is not of a very
powerful type, it is improbable that it
will suffer very much from the close
proximity of mains transformers, chokes,
etc., but if it ‘has two or more L.F. stages
there is a danger that any slight inter-
action between it and the power supply
might result in serious mains hum. When-
ever convenient it is advisable to play for
safety by building the mains equipment.as
a separate unit which can be kept some
little distance away from the set (a matter
of inches is generally sufficient) if necessary.
This method offers a further advantage in
so far as the supply unit can bo used on
another set when the time comes to dis-
mantle the present one.

Iron or Aluminium Screens ?

A number of amateurs, and even a few
designers who ought to know better,
“ gereen > the mains equipment in the same
way as they screen the set—with aluminium
or copper. I purposcly put the word
“gecreen ” in inverted commas because non-
ferrous metal does not screen components
such as transformers and chokes operating
at low frequencies—iron must be used for
that purpose. Non-ferrous metals can
act as electrostatic screens, but not as
electromagnetic ones. On the other hand,
iron should not be placed near to com-
ponents in the high-frequency circuits
because it will cause definite loss of energy
due to the formation of eddy currents in
it. This is another argument in favour of
separating the set from the mains equip-
ment.

Component Arrangement

After deciding on the type of chassis
to be used, the next step is to arrange the
components in the most suitable positions.
For some reason or other this task gives me
a peculiar fascination, and it is the part of
the constructional work I always look
forward to.

And what are the rules to be observed ?
They are not very numerous, nor are they
difficult to remember; stated briefly,
they are as follows :—

1. Allow as much separation as possible
between the parts in the high-frequency
circuits and those comprising the low
frequency amplifier. This can generally
be accomplished most satisfactorily by
mounting the S.G. and detector valves at
one end of the baseboard (it doesn’t matter
which) and the L.F. valves at the other
end. A better way when the width, from
front to back, of the chassis or baseboard
is of no consequence is to keep the com-

EBONITE TERMINAL

BASE BOAR
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ponents forming the H.F‘
circuits just Dbehind the
panel and to place the L.F.
amplifier at the back of the
chassis. The latter arrange-
ment has the advantage of
allowing very short and
direct wires to be used for
the tuning circuits. When
a fairly deep (from 3 to 4
inches) chassis is employed
the same effect can be
obtained by screening the
baseboard and putting the
tuning and H.F. compo-

TERMINALS FITTED

INSULATING BUSHES \.»

nents on top and the L.F.
ones underneath.

2. Carefully arrange each
component so that its termi-
nals are in such a position
that they can be connected to
other components by direct
wires, and without wires
having to cross over each
other any more than is absolutely
essential. To comply with this rule
the constructor must first commit
the circuit to memory and
attempt to visualize the con-
nections. In regard to the arrangement of
components it should be remembered that
most attention should be paid to the S.G.
and detector valve holders, coils, tuning and
reaction condensers, grid condenser and
leak, HLF. choke, and any wires associated
with the high-frequency circuits. Wires
between the latter components should be
as short as possible, but this is not nearly
so important in respect to L.F. trans-
formers, chokes, feed resistances, ete.

L.F. transformers and chokes must not
be placed too near together, and they should
be arranged so that their cores are at right
angles to each other, as shown in Fig. 1.
Neglect of this simple precaution will
probably result in L.F. instability, with
consequent distortion and howling. When
possible, it i8 a good idea to arrange the
valve holders in a straight line, as shown
in Fig. 2, with the anode tcrminals all
pointing in the same direction. This simpli-
fies the wiring and allows two straight
wires to be employed to carry the filament
supply. The wiring will also be simplified
fairly considerably if most of the com-
ponents are arranged in positions corre-
sponding approximately to those they
occupy in the circuit diagram, and in most
cases this will also contribute towards
general efficiency.

3. Make quite sure that the coils are
either properly screened or are arranged
with their axes at right angles. The same
rule applies to H.F. chokes ; if unscreened,
their axes should be at right angles to each
othlgf and also to those of the nearest
coi

0
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4, If the S.G. valve is not of the metallized
type it should be fitted with a screening
box, or mounted in a horizontal holder so
that it can pass through a 1}in.-diameter
hole in the screen used between the tuning
circuits. The position of the valve holder
should be adjusted so that the screen inside
the valve (it can be seen as a metal band
just above the cap) is in line with the
external screen. See Fig. 3.

5. As mentioned before, the panel con-
trols should be arranged symmetrically and
in such positions that they can easily be
operated. Most important are the tuning
and reaction knobs, and these should be
fairly well apart so that they
can be operated simultaneously
when necessary. In arranging
the panel components do not
forget to allow for the diameter
of the tuning dial, or you might
find that one of the knobs comes
very close to, or even touches it.

When a single-tuning dial is
employed it is well to try to
arrange it in the very centre of
the panel and to space the other
knobs around it. If two separate
tuning controls are required,
they can generally be fitted at
equal distances from each end
of the panel.

6. Next one must decide on

TERMINAL

Figs, 4 (a, b, and c).—Three methods of

mounting terminals.

the method of connecting the battery leads
shall terminals be employed, or shall the
flexible wires be joined directly to the com-
ponents ? The former system is perhapsa
little neater and more professional, but the
latter is very convenient, especially if bat-
teries are to be housed in the same cabinet
as the set. If terminals are preferred, there
are three ways of mounting them, as shown
at (a), (b), and (e¢) in Fig. 4. Method (a)
is the well-known one where a 1}in. strip
of ebonite is screwed to the baseboard or
chassis ; in method (b) terminals fitted
with insulating bushes are attached directly
to the baseboard, which should not be
more than about gin. thick ; method (c)
consists of using a set of ready-made
terminal mounts.

When direct battery leads are to be used
care should be taken that they cannot be
pulled off the terminals by accident. This
can be ensured either by knotting them
and passing them through the baseboard
or side of the chassis, or by bunching them
together and sccuring them to the base-
board by means of a small brass * bridge.”

(To be continued)

A Splendid Shillingsworth

25 Tested Wireless Circuits
5 by F. J. CAMM

96 pages (by post 1/2)
Obtainable from George Newnes, Lid.,
8-11, Southampton Street, Strand, W.C.2.
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O understand the action of ¢ leaky
grid ”’ detection the reader must, of
course, be familiar with the prin-

ciples on which the ordinary three-electrode
valve works. Excellent articles dealing
with this subject have already appeared
in Pracricar, WIRELESS, so a brief résumé
is all that is now necessary.

Fig. 1 illustrates the usual connections
for a grid-leak detector. The filament
'emits a flow of electrons when heated, and
these electrons—which are really minute
charges of negative electricity—are attrac-
ted by the positively charged anode, the
charge on the anode being maintained by a
high-tension battery. This flow of electrons
“constitutes the electric current of the high-
tension circuit. Now by altering the
potential of the grid, this flow of electrons
is interfered with; if the grid is made
more positive the flow of electrons will
be increased (this being the same thing
as an increase in anode current), while if
the grid is made more negative the flow of
electrons will be reduced, with a consequent
decrease in the anode current. But the
‘electrons are attracted by a positive
.charge, 80 when the grid is positive, a few
electrons (about 1 in every 1,000) will be

I EFFECT OF GRID
CURRENT

) - - e

RIDLEAK DETECTOR |

L3

=t An Explanation of the
Manner in Which theg
! Valve Rectifies a Signal
‘me=By S, J. GARRATT:=vei

current into account. When a steady series
of radio-frequency waves (such as is
graphically represented at the left of
Fig. 2) appears on the grid, each positive

CONDENSER ANODE
GRIDS

STREAM OF

< ELECTRONS
<
-

GRID LEAK. S HEATED FILAMENT
-
i

Fig. 1.—Conneclions for grid-leak detector.

half of the wave will attract a number of
electrons to the grid. These electrons
cannot get away from the grid system,
except comparatjvely slowly through the
grid-leak, so that at every positive impulse
more electrons arrive on the grid, and the
potential of the grid will therefore become
more and more negative, thus attracting

= 2 rf—— S
‘3 NN NN q 8 q
ol (0
5g°
L |
> —— MEAN
VALUE
VRVAY U

vV
Fig.2.—Showing the effect of grid current on the

attracted to the grid, or, in other words, a
small grid current will flow, completing a
circuit through the- grid-leak back to the
filament. When the grid is negatively
charged, however, the electrons will be
repelled from it, and there will be no grid
current. This grid current is extremely
minute, being only a few millionths of an
amp., or about a thousandth part of the
anode current, but upon this tiny current
depends the detector action of the valve.

The left-hand side of the condenser in
Fig. 1 is connected either to the aerial

tuning system or to the output +
of the last H.F. valve, as thecase w’
may be, with the result that 2
radio-frequency impulses appear &
on the left side of the condenser g

as an alternating charge. This ..
charge successively attracts
and repels the eleotrons on the
right-hand half, causing them to
surge to and from the grid to
the condenser and wice versa.
It will be seen that this high-
frequency input causes no change
in the total quantity of electrons on the
grid system, but only causes the grid of
the valve to become negative at the expense
of the condenser, and vice versa.

Electron Flow
But we have not yet taken the grid

mean grid potential.
fewer electrons, until the rate at which
electrons arrive on the grid equals the rate
at which they escape wia the grid-leak.
The mean grid potential will then remain
at a steady negative value, as shown to
the right of Fig. 2. The high-frequency
" variations are still present and of the same
value, but owing to the effect of the grid
current they fluctuate about a more nega-
tive mean wvalue than they would do if
there were no grid current. The mean
anode current is therefore steady, and the
radio-frequency impulses having no cffect,

Fig. 4—Modulated wave after detector action.

no sound will be heard from the speaker.
This is, of course, all in order, for a wave
like Fig. 2 woyld mean that there was
silence in the broadcasting studio.

Now suppose the band begins to play so
that modulated waves, after the style
of Fig. 8, arrive on our detector grid.

-

‘of the grid becomes more negative.

These modulations are merely changes in
amplitude (i.e., vertical measurement in
Figs. 2 and 3) of the original wave repre-
sented by Fig. 2. The modulations are
controlled by the microphone in the trans-
mitting studio, and are_of. course of audible
frequency.

Fluctuations of Grid Potential
As in the case of a steady, unmodulated
wave (Fig. 2), the positive half of each

| radio-frequency impulse will cause grid

current to flow, and the greater the ampli-
tude the more grid current there will be,
causing a greater accumulation of electrons
on the grid, which is the same thing as
saying that the mean potential or voltage
The
mean value of the grid potential therefore
fluctuates, and the greater the amplitude
of the modulated wave, the more negative
the grid becomes. These negative fluctu-
ations of grid-potential therefore follow the
modulations of the wave (represented by
Fig. 3) which are of audible frequency, and
cause corresponding audible frequenocy
variations in the anode current, which,
after suitable amplification, are capable of
working the loud-speaker.

If the reader has followed this explanation
carefully he will see that it is not correct

Fig. 3.-—Modulated wave before being influenced by the detector valve_

to say that the detector valve * cuts off
one half of the modulated wave.” This
is the accepted explanation of the action
of a crystal detector, but in the case of the
valve detector, the complete wave appears
on the grid, and therefore is reproduced in
the anode circuit in its entirety, high
frequency as well as low frequency. All
that happens is that the mean value of the
grid voltage is made to fluctuate at an
audible frequency. Fig. 3 represents the
modulated wave as it is received, and
Fig. 4 shows what happens to the wave
after it has been * detected.”

The Grid-leak’s Function

Perhaps a reader will ask : ““ What
does the grid-leak do ? ”*  If there
were no grid-leak at all, the
eleotrons which arrived on the
grid inside the valve could not get
away; they would accumulate
on the grid and the right-hand
side of the condenser (Fig. 1),
making the grid ‘system more and
more negative until the valve ceased
to work. On the other hand, if a piece of
copper wire were used instead of the high-
resistance leak, the electrons would escape
as fast as they arrived, so that they could
have no effect on the grid potential a$
all, and consequently there would be no
detector action.



Fig. 8.—Showing how tap-
pings are made.

OR the winding 10 oz. of 38 gauge
cnamelled wire will be suitable. This
choke will have a D.C. resistance of

approximately 1,450 ohms and will be
very satisfactory for use in practically any
medium-power set or eliminator,

A Low-Irequency Transformer

Due to the somewhat enormous number
of turns required, the -construction of an
L.F. transformer is inclined to be rather a
tedious business. This is especially so
when the windings are of about
44 pgaugel wire such as is G.8
generally employed for commer- O
cially-made instruments. How-
ever, a hedgehog transformer
can be made in a fairly simple
manner by employing the same
general form of construction as
that adopted for the chokes
described above. The bobbin
should be of the size shown -in
Fig. 9 and both (primary and
secondary)} windings are in 40
gauge cnamelled wire, The
primary, for which 3} oz. are
required, is wound in the middle
section. To reducc the capacity
to some extent a layer of oiled
silk or waxed paper insulation is inserted
half-way through the winding. The secon-
dary is divided into two halves which are
placed in the end sections of the bobbin.
Each half is exactly like the primary, and
after winding-they are connected in series ;
the soldered joint between them must be
carefully insulated to preventit from making
contact with the core. .

The winding process can be simplified
very considerably if a lathe is available
because the bobbin can  be rotated by
gripping the dowel rod in the lathe chuck.

AT A reel holder will still
; be desirable and might

be held- im. the tool
carrier, As the wire is
G:l1
42:1
kHi
]

very delicate it must
be handled with care
and the lathe should
ke set to a very low

Fig. 10.—Method of ob-

taining various ralios

by using only a single
secondary tapping.

{
j Bared loop
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Flesx 70 8
Soldered On ¥

speed or even
turned by hand.
¥ a counter is
available it will
be ‘rather useful ;
the number of
turns in each
section should be
about 10,000. As a substitute for a
lathe a large hand-drill can be held
in a vice and the bobbin rotated with this.
The core consists of a 3in. bundle of soft
iron wires 9 or 10in. long and is fitted in
exactly the same manner as described
in respect to the chokes. A system of
mounting like that shown in Fig. 5 will .be
suitable when the terminals are fitted one
on each corner of the baseboard. The latter
should be marked with small labels to corres-
pond with the connections shown in Fig. 9.

Secondary

siacsammenmEnse:
P \

|
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Making Your Own

In This Article FRANK PRESTON, F.R.A,,

Simple Construction of

either a pentode or power valve by revers-
ing the primary and secondary connections,
or in other words, by using the secondary as
primary, and vice versa. The transformer
so used would be very suitable for feeding
a * cone ” speaker of average impedance
from any battery-operated output valve.
Higher step-down ratios could be obtained
by taking tappings from the winding
serving as secondary. For example, if a
single tapping were made after winding
one-third of the turns, ratiosof 2: 1,3 : 1
and 6 : 1 would be obtained by connecting
the speaker across the whole winding,
between the tapping and one end or
between the tapping and the other end,
as shown in Fig. 10. In the same way any
other ratios could be provided by making
one or more tappings at other points. If

|
S

it is remembered that the ratio is always
equivalent to the proportion of
the number of primary turns to
Gred the number of secondary turns in
circuit, there should be no diffi-
culty in deciding on the correct
tapping position for any required
ratio.

The output transformer just
mentioned would be suitable only
when the primary current (anode

c}l:rre]nt conslum)ption of

the last valve) is not

Insulation more than 20 milliamps.

If a transformer were required for higher
primary currents a larger core and
bobbin, like those prescribed for the
smoothing choke, would be desirable.
The latter should be wound with 40
gauge wire, using about 6 oz. for the

3/1

Plate HT+

Primary

Fig. 9.—Section through bobbin of the
hedgehog. transformer described.

The transformer described will only have
a ratio of 2 : 1, but will nevertheless give
splendid results. A bigher
ratio could be obtained
by using a greater number

.“""/II-'—»

primary, and for the secondary the
quantity required to produce the required
ratio. A transformer of this type could
be used with any primary current up to
about 40 milliamps.

High-frequency Chokes

A number of high-frequency chokes have
been described at various times, but in
almost every case the writer con-
| cerned  has  specified a  turned

of turns of finer wire (42
or 44) for the secon-
dary, but that would
make the winding process
much more difficult. The
transformer will give good
low-note response when
passing any value of pri-
mary current up to 4
milliamps and will be
appreciably more
cfficient than the
average medium-
priced commercial
instrument.

B e
.

A Lbud-speaker Out-
put Transformer

ebonite rod. Of course, that is

N

The L.F. trans-
former just des-
criibed ecan be
employed very satis-
factorlly as a 2 : 1
step-down output
transformer ~with

Termnal
Hole

~ ,
N
Fibre Sheet

Fig, 11 (b).—The former for the choke or resistance

shown in Fig. Il (a).
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Continues to Instruct You in the

Chokes, Condensers, etc.

all very well if a lathe is available, but
I think I shall be correct in assuming
that not one in every hundred readers of
PracricAL WIRELESS has such a tool.
The choke illustrated in Fig. 11 will therefore
be of intercst. It can be made by the
use of only a saw, drill and file, but is, in
fact, more efficient than most of those made
on an ebonite bobbin, since the windings
have an air corc and, in consequence, a very
low capacity indeed. Having a natural
wavelength of 5,000 metres or more it
will be suitable for use in practically any
radio-frequency circuit. The former is
built up from two pieces of fibre measuring
23in. by lin., and these are fastened to-
gether at right angles by making a slot half
way down each and of width equal to the
thickness of fibre. This slot can be made
most easily by sawing down the strip and
cutting off at the end with a sharp knife. Six
equidistant slots are made down the edges
of the fibre by means of either a file or a
sharp chisel. Two holes are made in onc of
the strips to take terminals, which should be
fitted with soldering tags. A winding of
approximately 1,000 turns in all of 38

Fibre Stripg

/’/4”
1/2" \// Fig.
i //8”

gauge enamelled wire is put in the six slots

and the ends are attached to the terminal

soldering tags.

An Anti-break-through Choke

A choke for preventing medium wave
break-through when listening on long waves
can be made quite easily as shown in Fig.
12. A single fibre strip with four slots is
used as a former
and the winding

Terminals With
L Solderng Tags

12.—Former for anti-
break-through choke.
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ec*l‘my
uq.

9 4

although they could be
screwed to the base-
board if desired, by
fitting small brass angle
brackets.

Fixed Resistances

795

— 1"

Various types of fixed

wire-wound resistances

can be made in precisely

the same manner as

that of the two chokes,

but by using resistance

Fig. . 15.—Con-

struction of fixed

Mica
wire in place of copper
wire., The amount of

condensers.

. /r
Foil Z,
L
[
wire necessary for

any particular resistance value will depend .
upon the gauge employed and the current-
carrying capacity required. To emable

readers to make resistances for different
purposes, the following table, which appi‘les
or

to Kureka resistance wire, is given,
resistances of the type
under consideration
either enamelled or
silk-covered wire
should, of course, be
chosen.

Fig. 13.—Using bare wire
and insulating with thread.

Eureka Resistance Wire Table

H } |~ Approx.

i | Resistance Max, weight per

i S.w.g. | per 1,000 Current 1,000 yards.
yards. (millinmps). | (pounds).

]

i 32 7,350 500 11

H 36 14,840 250 R

38 23,808 190 35

H 40 37,184 150 23

g 42 53,664 130 17

i 44 | 83,664 100 | 10

consists of 300
turns of 38
gauge enamelled
wire. Two ter- || .
minals should [| =

Winding
1000 Turns..
J8auge

be attached to
the strip and
the ends of the
winding con-
nected as ex-
‘plained for the

H.F. choke.
Both of the
‘chokes described

will be attached
‘to the set by
means of their
connectingwires,

Fig. 11 (a).—Constructional details of an H.F.

choke or wirewound resistance.

Non-inductive Resistances
Resistances wound as above will be
inductive and therefore unsuitable for

5 many purposes. They
Té_rmma/‘_s' can be made to be
Fitted With practically non-induc-
Joldering 7ags tive, however, by

winding the wire in

opposite directions in alternate slots ;
the inductance of one section will
neutralise that of the next. Another
way is to put on a double winding
by using two reels of wire at the same
time. The * beginning” ends of the
wires from both reels are fastened
together and the winding proceeded
with in the normal i

manner. Connections
are, of course, made
to the two *finish-
ing” ends. The
resistance value will
be equal to the sum

lengths of wire.

" around

of those of the two Fig, ¥.—A simple. way of
tapping a fixed resistance.

Power Resistances

When resistances are required for power
purposes, that is when they bhave to carry
a fairly heavy current, it is generally better
to use bare wire so that the heat developed
can be more easily dissipated. In such
cases the wire has to be wound in a single
layer and the turns can be insu-
lated from each other by means
of thread. The windings can be
put on fibre and the winding is
carried out as illustrated in Fig.
13 by putting on a length of
resistance wire and one of thread
at the same time. If the
current is likely
to exceed the
figures given in
the above table
it will be best to

Wire

wind  without
the thread and
allow a small

; space between
each turn of wire. The reason for this is
that the wire will become fairly hot and
might burn or char the thread. In any
case the currents stated should not be
exceeded by more than fifty per cent. or
there will be danger of charring the fibre.
If g[ass or asbestos material ‘is used as
winding core, the currents given can safely
be increased by 100 per cent. without
there being any fear of burning out the
windings. There will be a certain amount
of heat developed, so the resistance should
be so pl.z;ccd that air can freely circulate
it.

Tappings

When bare wire is employed tappings
can conveniently be taken at any point
by means of a crocodile clip or by fitting
a brass clip like that shown in Fig. 14.
Thus a_centre-tapped 50-ohms resistance
for obtaining an ¢ artificial >’ centre tapping
from the 4-volt heater winding of a mains
transformer could be made by using a
winding of about 1jyd. of 40 gauge

Brass Tapping Clip
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Eurcka wire. The tapping clip should be
moved about until a mimimum amount of
mains hum can be heard.

Fixed Condensers
. In view of the very low price of the ready-
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Approx. Capacity. Number of Plates.
0006 mfd. 2
.002 mfd. 4
005 mfd. 10

Any smaller or larger capacities can be
produced by reducing or enlarging the plate

made articles it is scarcely worth while to | area in proportion to the capacity required.

make one’s own fixed
eondensers, but in
case any readers wish
to make one or two
for experimental pur-
poses a few particulars
will be useful. Fix
condensers _ are,
course, made by inter-
leaving strips of metal
foil (copper ortin) with
small shects of inica.
The capacity is deter-
mined by (a) the arca
of overlap, (b) the
number of metal plates,
and (¢) the thickness
of the mica dielectric.
To simplify matters we
will keep to a standard
of area of 1 sq. in.
and a mica thickness
of .002 in. (that most
commonly employed).
Using these values, the
number of  plates
required for various
capacities can  be
obtained from the
following table :—

Fborite Knob )

li)(}_ //”‘\

To obtain an overlap area
of 1 sq. in. the plates
should be cut to the sizes

Terminal Nut d
Swealed On.

Fig 16.—Constructional
details of a pre-set con-
denser.

Springy
Brass

[in

Serews 7apped
Into Eborule

shown in Fig. 15. The strips of foil must be
in perfect and uniform contact with the mica
and this can best be ensured by very
lightly smearing each piece of mica with
thin shellac varnish. When assembled the
condenser should be pressed perfectly flat
and allowed to stand with a heavy weight
on until the shellae sets. It will become
quite solid, and can be mounted on an
ebonite base by passing a terminal through
each connecting lug.

Pre-set Condensers
A pre-set or semi-variable condenser can
be made as shown in Fig. 16. A }in. or
{in. piece of ebonite serves as a base, and the
condenser itself consists of two
plates, one of foil and -the other
of springy brass. The foil is fastened
to the underside of the mica dielec-
tric and the brass is arranged to
move towards, or away
£bon1fe from, the micai.l dMlt):ove-
ment is controlled by a
base small  cbonite knob
attached to the shank of a ter-
minal. The nut of the latter is
sweated on to a brass bridge
fastened to the ebonite base by
four 6 B.A. Whitworth screws
tapped into the ebonite. No
more need be said of the con-
structional details, for they will
easily be followed by -making reference to
the sketch. If it is found that the brass
available is not sufficiently springy, it should
be hammered out on a flat surface, heated
to redness, and allowed to cool slowly.

UCH research has been undertaken
in the past two or three years in
order to improve the selectivity of

receiving sets without impairing the quality
of their reproduction. Dr. J. Robinson
has come forward with a circuit which he
calls the ‘‘ Stenode Radiostat,”” and which
is undoubtedly the last word in extreme
selectivity, for so sharp is the tuning that
an interfering station whose carrier fre-
quency is less than 1 kilocycle-sec. removed
from the desired frequency can be elimi-
nated without high note loss.

RESPONSE

4

CARRIER 5000 + 10000
FREQUENCY CycLes

Fig. |.—The response curve of a highly
selective receiver.

Now it is woll known that as selectivity
is increased in an ordinary tuncd high-
frequency circuit so the higher frequencies
arc cut off and the reproduction becomes
woolly owing to an excess of bass. Fig. 1
shows the response curve of a. highly
sclective receiver,

The Principle Involved

The principle of the Stenode depends on
the fact that although the response at
10,000 cycles may be very small and ex-

1

SRS SURN, 1y & | j CENR R

STENODE RADIOSTAT |

By “RADIO ENGINEER ” :

4 - - )

tremely distorted, it is only necessary to
have a sufficiently sensitive device and
they are detectable, after which all tho
frequencies can be restored to their normal
value by a suitable tone corrector. Also,
it must be remembered that the heterodyne
whistle set up, due to the interaction of
the high-frequency carrier-waves of two

| transmissions, has a different effect from

the speech frequencies which are imposed
on the wanted station’s carrier-wave, and
the Stenode makes use of this difference.

Tuned Cireuit and Quartz Crystal

The tuned circuit used by Dr. Robinson
employs a quartz piezo-electric crystal
(Fig. 2). A quartz crystal, when properly
ground, will vibrate at a very definite

{71?

Fig. 2.—The fundamental arrangement of a
quartz crystal circuit.

frequency, having a band .width of only
a few cycles either side of this fixed valuc;
and again, as a sensitive device, it is at
least a thousand times move effective than
tho ordinary tuned circuit.

Thus we may use the super-het. principle
and change the -frequency of all incoming
signals to that of the ecrystal. Then,
after passing the crystal, the signals may
be rectified in the ordinary manner, and
finally passed through an L.F. amplifier
whose amplification varies with the fre-
quency (Fig. 3). Aswith an ordinary super-
het., there are only two controls, one for
tuning the acrial and the other for the
frequency changer, to convert the signals
to a fixed frequency of 100 kefs.

AmRLIFIC ATION

10000
FREQUENCY'

Fig. 3.—~The amplification curve of the
receiver,

It must be noted that the Stenode is so
selective that unless the transmitting
station is crystal-controlled so that its
frequency is absolutely constant, a very
slight variation will result in its going out
of tune with the recciver. This method
is certainly the extreme in ultra-selectivity,
but with the ever-increasing number of
stations and their powers, it seems that it
will find more and more use as time goes on.

o 5000
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Undoubtedly Find a Prominent Pla

“THE FOREIGNERS

By H. J. BARTON CHAPPLE, Wh.Sch., B.Sc.(Hons.), A.C.G.1,, D.I.C., AM.LEE.
A Short Series of Articles Dealing With the Essentials for Consistent and Pleasurable Long
Distance Reception and Touching Upon New Features of Set Design Which Will
ce in Advanced Receivers of the Near Future.

HE three main obstacles to reliable
and consistent results in long
distance reception are first, the high

degree of selectivity required if the elusive

ram—t

oo o

M - 1D ()N D (S (e

multi-mu screened grid valve a scheme has
been evolved which goes a considerable
way towards a practical solution of the
fading problem.

This - device
has been
termed *‘ au-
tomatic vol-

ume control,”
., or more short-

By oo ANVACR
w It was devel-
g oped original-
5 ly in America

O and has been
W adopted for a
O considerable

Znumber of
¢ o mmercially
built sets with

7/

4

great success.

/ iAs will appear

o ater, the ap-

// plication o f
NE(?ATNE GRID VOLTS this device has

| been expe-

Fig. 1.—The grid volts-anode current curve of a multi-mu valve.

O dited in the

ra—t
screened grid valves enables weak signals,
such as those emanating from distant
stations, to be brought up to good
strength before being passed to the
detector valve. This is necessary for
two reasons ; first because foreign reception
is not worth having unless a reasonable
volume of sound is available, and second,
because good and distortionless detection
is only possible provided a signal of good
strength is applied to the detector grid.

Overloading the H.F. Valve

Buf the provision of a large degree of
radio frequency amplification brings another
difficulty in its train, namely, that when
the receiver is tuned to a powerful station
such as the local transmitter, the screened
grid valve, or at any rate the second of two
screened grid valves, may be overloaded,
that is to say, the signal applied to its
grid may be too great for the valve to handle
without distortion. Even if this does not
occur, there is a risk that the amplified
signals reaching the detector stage may
cause overloading and distortion. In any
case, if the set is powerful enough to give

foreigner is to be clearly
separated from his more
powerful neighbours on the

local station will be exces-
sive.

]/ full volume with distant

wavelength scale ; second,
the great sensitivity which
the receiver must possess

The multi-mu valve was

stations, the volume on the
/ developed to furnish a

if the comparatively weak
signals from distant sta-
tions are to be brought up

more satisfactory method
of adjusting the final’
volume of the receiver in
accordance with the

to pleasurable volume ;
and third—fading. No very
serious technical difficulties

strength of the incoming
signals. Ordinary methods
of volume control on the

exist to hinder the provision
of the first two desiderata,
although every listener

V.

audio-frequency side were
not satisfactory in this
case because the over

ANODE CURRENT.,

will realise that great sensi-
tivity and selectivity can
only be achieved by the

- ”
= "t

loading and distortion
usually occurred on the

installation of devices
which, naturally, render
the receiver somewhat more

e

—T

et

NEG.A'\'TIVE. lC:RI D \l/OLTS .

radio frequency side, and
any restriction of output
applied in the later stages

expensive than a set de-
signed only for localstation
reception. But the
screened grid valve,
which one or more may be

AT, S
of GREATER LIMIT OF GRID
SWING FOR LOW AMPLIFICATION.

Fig. 2.—The limits of
grid swing for different
degrees of amplification.

employed as radio fre-
quency amplifiers, can be depended upon to
bring in, at reasonable strength, every worth-
while station. The additional tuned circuits
incidental to the use of one or more radio
frequency stages and also the advent of
band-pass tuning, make adequate selectivity
quite easy of attainment. Alternatively,
the superheterodyne receiver, now enjoying
a measure of return into popular favour,
makes possible all that is necessary by way
of sharp tuning and efficient amplification
of incoming signals.

A Hard Nut to Crack

Unfortunately, the third drawback to
successful foreign reception, that is, fading,
has proved a much harder nut to crack.
Until récently no really sucecessful scheme
for dealing with it had been devised, but
arising out of the development of the

U.S.A. owing to the development of
new forms of detector valves which
are not, at the present moment,
available in this. country, but
British radio engineers have 'been
working on the problem, and it is
now certain that the up-to-date
receiver of the future will embody
some form of automatic volume
control. Tt is therefore of interest
to all listeners to learn something
about the system, but before des-
cribing the principle upon which

it operates and the practical method Fig. 3 — How

of application, it will be of service yqrigble

to rehearse the action of the i pessapplied
multi-mu valve to which the control ¢, g battery-

is applied. operated

It has been explained before in 4;i.;my palve.

these columns that the wuse of

AMPLIFICATION.

was very much a case of
locking the stable door
after the horse had been
stolen. By using one or
more multi-mu valves in-
stead of the conventional

A A

UMIT OF GRID
SWING FOR HIGH

TO HF.CQUPLING & H. T+

To SCREEN H.T4-

= G.B.BATTERY.
bias ==

mul- BIAS POTENTIOMETER .

———
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screened grid valve, however, the amount of
radio-frequency amplification can be easily
controlled. Full amplification can be
applied when weak signals are being re-
ceived, and very little amplification can be
used for powerful transmissions. How
this is possible can be seen best from the
diagram reproduced in Fig. 1, which shows
the grid volts-anode current curve of a
typical multi-mu screened grid valve.
Towards the right hand end of the graph
the curve is very steep, indicating a high
value of mutual conductance, and therefore
a high effective amplification. As g7e
trace back the curve towards the left hand
side of the diagram, however, the slope of
the curve decreases gradually.
If, therefore, additional

will operate on this low slope portion
of its characteristic so that the effec-
tive amplification is considerably
reduced.

Valve Handling Capacity

An important point to be noted
is that the rate of change of the
slope is gradual, and that as the
slope diminishes so the working grid
base expands. Perhaps this needs
a little explanation. You know, of
course, that for distortionless ampli-
fication the working range of a valve,
that is to say, the range of grid
voltages covered by the incoming
signal, must correspond to a sub-
stantially straight portion of the
valve’s characteristic. With the
multi-mu valve, a signal applied to
the grid at low values of grid bias
must not be greater than as indi-
cated at AA (Fig. 2). But if the
valve is given additional bias, say
to the point X, it will handle without
distortion the much larger signal
represented by BB. Thus, it
comes about that not only can we vary the
degree of amplification or effective sensi-
tivity by increasing the negative bias
applied to the multi-mu valve, but also,when
operating at low sensitivity the valve will
handle without distortion very much
stronger signals. This is just what we want,
because it is the strong signals which do
not need much radio-frequency ampli-
fication that bring about all the trouble
with overloading.

The principle of the multi-mu valve,
then, is that it can be operated at low
grid bias when it will amplify weak signals

Fig.

PRACTICAL WIRELESS

very greatly, or at bigger values of grid
bias when it will handle strong signals
without distortion, but will not give so much
amplification. The adjustment of grid
bias in the normal multi-mu circuit is
quite a simple matter. In the case of a
battery operated set a potentiometer of
about 25,000 to 50,000 ohms resistance
should be connected across the normal grid
bias battery (which must be of 15 volts)
and the slider of the potentiometer con-
nected to the lower end of the grid coil as
indicated in Fig. 3. With an A.C. all-mains
set the variable grid bias is best applied
by means of a variable resistance in the
cathode circuit as shown in Fig. 4. No

negative I
bias is applied to the grid, the valve SCREEN POTENTIOMETER

TO H.F .COUPLING & HT+

'FIXED BIASSING RESISTANCE
TO AVOID GRID CURRENT AT
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moderate strength, we could, by adjusting
the grid bias to the multi-mu valves, set the
volume at a certain-value. If, now, we re-
tuned the set to a stronger signal, we should
have to increase the bias in order to bring
down the volume to the same level. Simi-
larly, if we tuned in to a very weak station
it would be necessary to decrease the bias
if the volume is to be maintained at the
same level as before.

Again, supposing that the medium power
station was tuned in and the volume level
adjusted to a comfortable strength, after
which the signal began to fade. It could be
brought up to full volume again by reducing
the grid bias to the multi-mu valve. But it
would be a wearisome process to be con-
tinually operating the control in order to
maintain the volume at the desired level.
Automatic volume control is simply a self-
regulating device which automatically
alters the amount of bias applied to the
multi-mu stages in inverse proportion to the
strength of the incoming signal, so that the
volume level is maintained to all intents and
purposes constant. When properly designed
and adjusted, the circuit will keep the
volume of sound practically unchanged
whether the incoming signal is strong or
weak, providing it is not unreasonably
attenuated. The device will also take into
consideration the changes in-strength of a
given station, and thus, to a very sub-
stantial degree, will counteract the effects
of fading.

The principle on which automatic

;s aw  MINIMUM SETTING OFVARIABLE volume control operates is this :

E gIRRSIAIELLg 5 REHSTANCE. First of all some part of the
RQIETANCE circuit subsequent to the radio
frequency stage is found at

which a drop of potential-occurs
proportional to the signal strength.!
This voltage drop is then fed back

4,—The best method of biasing a mains-operated

multi-mu valve.

definite value can be assigned to the
resistance as it depends upon the normal
anode current taken by the valve and
the amount of total bias to be applied—
matters which are usually fully stated in
the valve maker’s catalogue. So far we
have only summarised what is generally
known about the action of the multi-mu
valve, stating it, however, in a manner
which should make it easier to understand
the following explanation of automatic
volume control.
Suiting Different Strengths

It is clear that if we tuned in a signal of

> HT- ; :
777" to the grids of the multi-mu valves’

in such a way that increasing
signals produce _an increase in
negative bias, and this, of course, is
reflected as decreasing effective am-
plification. Moreover, it is possible to
pre-set the volume level which the device
is to maintain, and to vary this by hand
control in addition to the automatic con-.’
trol.

Owing to lack of space I am prevented
from giving a more detailed description in
this issue, but in the next article in this
series I shall describe vyarious suitable
_methods of applying this form of control
in different circuits.

ROUND #e WORLD of WIRE

Gilbert and Sullivan Opera
N the last day of the season at the
" Savoy Theatre, namely, January
21st, the B.B.C. will relay excerpts from
the opera given on that evening, and
listeners will hear some of the farewell
speeches from the stage.

Radio Salonica
S a result of experiments carried out
by the Radio Club of Salonica
(Greece), a 3 kilowatt station has been
erected” in that city. The transmitter
operates on 270 metres and broadcasts
daily from 11.45 to 12.45 a.m. and from
19.15 to 20.15 G.M.T. The call is Empros
etho Thessaloniki. Radio entertainments
are not encouraged by the Greck authorities,
and the listening tax has been fixed at an
equivalent of roughly 10s. per month !

Revival of:Flecker’s ‘¢ Hassan *’ v
HE B.B.C. -has decided to re-broadcast
a studio performance of James
Elroy Flecker’s masterpiece, Hassan, with
music by Frederic Delius, as produced in
November, 1926. Part I of the play will
be transmitted through the National
stations on February 7th, to be followed by
Part IL. on February 10th, on Regional
wavelengths.

The New York Radio City
HE Temple of Entertainment, other-
wise known as the Rockefeller Centre
(New York), which is to become the hub
of all broadcasting activities in that city,
was formally opened on December 27th
with a public music-hall performance to
which some seven thousand spectators were
invited. When completed, the centre will

E S S Continued from

i page 790
include several theatres, concert-halls, and
all the necessary studios for the purpose of
broadcast transmissions. It will become

the house of the National Broadcasting
Company of America.

Berlin Relays Egypt X
OR the first time in the history of
broadecasting, listeners to.the Berlin
programme recently heard a transmission
of Arab music emanating from Cairo. This
was made possible by a relay through
SUV and SUZ, Abu Zabal, on respectively
29.84 and 21.70 metres, in connection with
the Nauen (Germany) station. The Reichs-
proposes to carry out these experi-
ments at regular intervals in addition to
the New York broadcasts and test trans-

missions from Buenos Aires and Rio de
Janeiro.
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“..a problem to devise .". a control of volume
which is distortionless . . the Variable - Mu
Valve provides a complete solution . . .. .”

~—says the Wireless World

Ee——

ITH Cossor Variable-Mu

" Valves variation of bias

. has a double advantage. Firstly, it
A - provides a smooth distortionless

\ 5 . .
= control of volume from silence
i to full volume, without in any
e way affecting tuning. ~Secondly,
it ensures freedom from cross:
- g, modulation due to its control of
Y} o ‘J the actual grid acceptance.
vl (4 | S 1 Cossor Variable-Mu Valves are
IC::I?ETSLOGUE n . ’I Y obtainable for both Battery and
Sendlor atrsa copy ot ons (N i . A.C. Mains operation.
of the most comprehensive i h " 4 .
valve catalogues ever ol | " o
published. This, the Cossor 3 ; "a
72-page Valve Catalogue, i o
contains full technical data, - i
characteristic curves, 5 {
operating conditions, etc., .
of ait types of Cossor
Valves. Please use tho
| L COSSOR
i -
J &
———————————— p— stk ekl
To Messrs A, C. Cossor Ltd, Melody Depi Highbury Grove, : A R I A B L E M u
London, N. 5 1
w o, 1
Please send me, free of charge, s copy of the 72-page | . VAL v E S
Cossor Valve Cafalogue, B.14.. 1
! 1
TR e ... g T, M o W e T AT :
Address .
V  A.C.Cossor Lid., Highbury Grove, London, N.5. " Depots al Bivmingham.. Brisioit
PRAC. sV Glasgow, Leeds, I.werpool Manchester, Newcastle, Sheﬁield Belfast and Qublin,

14/1/33, . 9 217
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HOw THE SUPER-HET WORKS

An Article Explaining the Principle of Working of This Useful Circuit.

HE demand for increased selectivity
with unchanged tonal quality has
caused the revival of an old circuit,

popularly known as the ‘‘ super-het.” Its
long namc—the supersonic-heterodyne—
has made it seem very highbrow
to newcomers to radio, but I am
going to try to explain how simple
it really is.

Back in the early days of radia,
experimenters found that, while
high-frequency amplification was
comparatively easy on the long
wavelengths around 3,000 metres,
as they got down to the shorter-
waves so this amplification became
increasingly difficult to obtain until
at 300 metres it was practically
impossible. Then an American,
Dr. E. H. Armstrong, devised a
frequency-changing method of
reception, having an idea directly
opposite to that of ordinary re-
ecivers. With the standard set,
one tunes the high frequency
amplifier to suit the wavelength of
the incoming signal, changing the
tuning for each station required.

With the super-het. though, oue
changes the wavelength of the
incoming signal to that of the
amplifier, which is designed to
work at a fixed wavelength. By
making this arbitrary wavelength )
about 3,000 metres, the valves and
the coupling circuits are able to
work at maximum efficiency.

@

1D |

F T S A ape—

By E. G. ROWE, B.Sc., A.C.G.I.

is a regular oscillating current in its acrial.
Then the currents which are sct up by
speaking .into the microphone are imposed
on this and we get a complex wave known
as the ‘‘ modulated wave.” Putting this

cycles=3,000 metres. The super-het. has
the big advantage of being far more selec-
five than any two tuned circuits, and to
prevent serious cut-off of the higher
frequencies, it is usual to use either a band-

, Dbass filter or tone-correction. As
was explained previously, the
signal given to the low-frequency
stages is at a constant wavclength
of 3,000 metres. Thesc stages
are designed to work most effici-
ently at this wavelength.

How Increased Selectivity is

Obtained

I will now illustrate the rcason
why we get increased selectivity.
Supposec we wish to receive a.
station at 1,000ke/s. and there is
an interfering station at 1,010 ke/s.,
that is, 1 per cent. off tune. If
our intermediate frequency amp-
lifier is tuned to 100 kc/s., the fre-
quency of the station we want
will be changed to 100 ke/s., while
the interference will bs at 110
kv/s., which is now 10 per cent. off
tune. 'This improvement must
also be combined with the fact
that we have removed the re-
quired signal from a crowded
waveband into one where there is
much less interference.

In conclusion, it may be stated
that the super-het. presents no
difficulties in operating—thcre are
only two tuning controls, one to

Thus, older wircless enthusiasts
will tell you how, for long-distance
reception, they used super-hets.
having regular banks of valves.
Then the neutralised kigh-frequency
amplifier came along, and was followed by
the screened-grid valve, and, as the diffi-
culty of high-frequency amplification was
overcome, so the popularity of the expen-
sive super-het. waned.

Comparatively recent work on this
somewhat neglected circuit has shown its
use as a means of separating stations and
hence its return so that now practically
every manufacturer of note has a model on
the market.

Principle of Working

Most of us at some time or other have
seen and heard two aeroplanes at once, and
noticed that the notes of the engines have
clashed and given risc to a rhythmic beat
note which rises and falls in cadence. This
idea illustrates the principle of the super-

het.
Suppose a station CJUNING
sets up an e.m.f. which C(?Nﬁ?OL.?

Fig. \.—The combination of two separate oscillations (a) and (b) to
provide the envelope shown at {c).

result of the combination.

modulation in does not alter the frequency
of the wave, it just varies the amplitude of
the oscillations. This modulated wave is
the one we receive in the aerial circuit of
our recciver, and while we do not alter the,
modulation or the mean amplitude of the
oscillations, we just vary the frequency
of the original carrier wave. The usual
super-het. arrangement is shown dia-
gramatically in Fig. 2.

Amplifying the Incoming Signal

The incoming signal is received on a
frame aerial and is then mixed with a
signal generated by a local oscillator to give
an ‘intermediate frequency ” which is
usually 100 ko/s., that is, 3,000 metres.
This is then amplified up, but we must
remember that it is still high-frequency,
and therefore needs a detector stage in
order to reduce it to the audio frequencies.

Suppdse we tune the aerial to 300 metres,

At (d) is shown the rectified

tune the frame aerial: to give the
maximum signal and the other
to tune the frequency changer
80 that the resultant frequency is
100 ke/s.—and this circuit seems to have
a big future ahcad of it, both on the
score of seleotivity and of quality.
There are, of course, a number of com-
mercial variations of the frequency-
changing circuit, some of which employ
a first detector followed by a separate
oscillator, and some employing a combined
arrangement. Whatever type is employed,
the coils have to be very accurately made,
and it is essential that they should be
enclosed in metal screening cans. Amnother
point of intcrest is that in some receivers
the method of rectification in the first and
second detectors is varied and employs
both grid-leak and anode-bend detection.
In one modern form of receiver the selec-
tivity is of such a high degree that the tone
of the musical reproduction is definitely
spoilt, owing to high note cut-off. To
overcome this defect the low-frequency
amplifying stages are provided with tone-
-controlling devices,

oscillates, say, twelve X

which while not re-

times in the period
shown (Fig. 1a). Now

quiring any adjust-

if we have a local

oscillator which puts 4ses4cs
out an e.m.f. oscillating Sysresm
at, say, ten times a

second (Fig. 1b), then

these will add together to give a current as
in Fig. le, which, when rectified, gives us a
beat-note (Fig. 1d). The transmitting
station starts with a carrier wave, which

ment are so arranged

Fig 2.~ A diagrammatic representation of a Sup-het. receiver.

that is a million cycles, and we have
the local oscillator working at 900,000
cycles, then the resultant signal will be
the difference between these, that is 100,000

L that the musical re-
FREQUENCY lF 2N LF OuvrrPuT loup  sponse is compensated
CHANGER AmrPLIFIER DET:  AmPumer Seeaxer and the reproduction

sounds practically as
good as on a simple
receiver. It is nmow possible to purchase
sets of super-het coils, and ganged
condensers specially designed to work
with them,
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Ebonite Toes for Cabinets
ERE is a very economical method of
making ebonite toes for speaker or
receiver cabinets. The only tools required
are a penknife, bradawl, eggcup, and an old

Neat toes for radio cabinets.

gramophone record.  First heat the record
in a stove or oven for a few minutes until
quite soft. Then press firmly into base of
upturned eggcup until the hollow is quite
full. It can then be levelled off with pen-
knife and, while soft, it should be pierced
with a bradawl, resulting in a hole of suffi-
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LBSS

must

“ PRACTICAL WIRELESS,”
Newnes, Ltd., 8-11,

sent in must be original.

““ Radio Wrinkles.”

L.

THAT DODGE OF YOURS! i
Bvery reader of “ PRACTICAL WIRE.

have originated some litile
dodge which would interest other readers.
Why not pass it on to us? For every item
published on this page we will pay half a
guinea, The latest batch is published below.
Turn that idea of yours to account by send-
ing it in to us, addressed to the Editor,

George

Southampton Street. -
Strand, W.C.2. Put your name and address
on every item. Please note that every notion
Mark envelopes

Using *Phones with a Three-valver

AFI‘ER being frequently re-

quested to switch off the
loudspeaker while a good pro-
gramme was on, I decided to
make the following addition to
my set, and it has proved: very
satisfactory. The set, a three-
valver, is too powerful for
‘phones, and without a filter
output is unsafe, as I take my
H.T. from the mains. I had on
hand two:2 mfd. condensers,

SINGLE OR DOUBLE SPRING
GRAMOPHONE M

joining it to L.T. negative.—W. I. THoMAS
(Llanelly).

Using a Gramophone Motor for Coil Winding
HE accompanying illustration shows
how a gramophone motor can be
adapted for winding coils, chokes and
transformers. The rod on which the
bobbin is to be wound is }in. diameter,
threaded at one end for screwing into a
bush 4in. long. This bush in turn is fixed
permanently to the spindle of the gramo-
phone motor. After winding the hobbin
it is an easy matter to unscrew the rod from
the bush and remove the bobbin. The rod
that the reel of wire runs on is the same

SPEED REGULATOR.

GRAMOPHONE SPINDLE

'3

BOBBIN TO 8E WOUND

cient size for a nail to fit neatly.
—Moxro LLEWELLYN (Treherbert). 1L

Uses for Old Valve-holders
ISCARDED
anti-micro-
phonic valve-
holders, if provided
with terminals, can
be used in a variety
of ways if adapted
as in sketeh. First,
remove the centre
piece containing the
sockets. The

HT+ 1
o HT+2

Adapting a
gramophone

REEL OF WIRE,
motor for coil winding.

length as the other one (9in.), but is only
threaded lin. at cither end. This is to
allow two nuts to be screwed on after the
wire and rod are placed between the two
brackets. The arrow (A) indicates in
which direction the motor is running. My
gramophone motor is only a single spring
one, obtained from my ‘junk box.—

remaining portion
is sawn through at
the dotted line (Fig.

1) and the result is
two very handy
terminal mounts as shown in Fig. 2.
These may be used for L.S., H.T., etc., or
as a relay to obviate the use of long flexible
leads, such as from G.B. to first trans.
former. The terminal mount can be placed
near to the G.B. battery and flexible leads
taken to the terminals. If there are also
soldering tags these can be used for con-
necting to the rigid leads from trans-
formers, thus making quite a ncat job.
There are a variety of other uses which will
no doubt suggest themselves to rcaders.—
R. Bare (Broxburn).

HOLE FOR SCREW

>OLDERING TAG FIXING SCREW

=
TERMINALS,
Fig. 2.
How discarded valve-

holders can be
good use.

pul to

and using the primary of the
L.F. transformer as an L.F.
choke, I joined condenser A to
plate of second wvalve, other
terminal to ’phones, from
'phones to condenser B, and
other terminal to carth. A
push-pull switch is inserted in
the positive lead of the last
valve. For a quick change-
over I have a wander-plug in
the positive lead of loudspeaker
and terminal socket in the sct.
The ’phones can be used in
conjunction with
’speaker for tuning in,
with a slight decrease
in LS. strength. With
A.C. you can do with-
out condenser B, but
there is a slight hum.
I find that taking
condenser B direct
to carth gives louder
volume than when

Methed of using "phones with a three-valve receiver.

PLY FRO

Using

rubber pads
for eliminating boom
in a loudspeaker.

Epwarp A. Porrit (Forest Hill).

Eliminating Boom in a Loudspeaker
HAVE recently constructed a radio-
gram with a cabinet of plywood, but

as a moving-coil speaker was

used a good deal of boominess
was noticeable. This was elimi-
nated in the following simple
manner. Between the baffle and
the cabinet front four Sorbo
rubber pads are placed, asshown
in “the accompanying sketch,
while the baffle is held in posi-
tion by a strip of rubber at
each corner.—LESLIE AUSTIN
(Bowes Park).

" RUBBER
STRIP
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Balaneing a Pick-up Arm
N fixing a pick-up on some gramophone

arms an extra load is placed upon the
record, and to relieve this load a spring
plunger can be fitted over the auto stop
pin. The required materials for this
device are, a steel ball,

piece of brass tube, small ., 3
spring, B.S.A. nut and bolt, "=}

2 y up arm.
and a small tin disc. Most of these items can
be purchased from any bicycle dealer for a
few penee. A slot hole will bave to be made
in each side of the brass tube to allow for the
spring compression. One end of the brass
tube must be hammered over to stop the
stecl ball falling out of place. The small
brass-sector plate acts as a base-run for the
steel ball. See that the fixing screws for
this ;scctor plate are countersunk. This
device, will not interfere with the working
of the auto-stop.—C. R. HobcGsoxn (Gains-
borough). -

-
!L A device for balancing a pick-
& 4
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The record cabinet provides ample space
for the loud-speaker and batteries.—d. R.
Prack (Nottingham).

A Useful Battery-switching Device

AM using a powerful all-mains (A.C.) .

radio-gram of my ‘own design and
construction for quality reception of the
two London stations. - For short-wave work
I have an entirely separate dct.-L.F.
battery-fed outfit. The only time I have
to spare to indulge in short-wave
reception is at  week-ends, and
naturally the accumulator I use for
this set does pot get much work:
Rather than let it stand about for
\ weeks in a gradually falling state
» of discharge, I thought out a
circuit - whereby 1 can kcep the
accumulator permanently wired to
the radio-graimn and the short-wave
set, and by simple switching can
cither put it on trickle charge or
connect it to the short-wave set when re-
quired. I append a schematic and wiring
diagram of the arrangement, which is rather
unique for its simplicity. It will be seen
that I utilize the rather heavy current of the
radio-gram to charge the accumulator.
This current runs into some ™45 to 50 mA.,
and I find that\hy using the battery at
week-ends I can make good the current
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An earth made from the radjator of a
molor-car.

insulated tape. Bury the radiator 3ft.

deep, and fix a length of piping into the
hole at the top so that water can be poured
into the radiator periodically. Iftheradiator
leaks slightly, so much the better.—IrviNE
Firte (Manchester).

An Aerial Three-point Switch

N my home-constructed S:G. det. and
pentode receiver I had three alterna-

5.+ tive aerial connections at the

cb

“ " back. This constant changing
of the aerial connection caused
me considerable annoyance till’

FRO'%H'_T*._(\ al LT. T devised the following switching
Converting a Cabinet Gramophone. ELIMINATOR i = SW.SET arrangement. First of all 1
HE accompanying sketches show Y got an old variable panel-
how easily an old cabinet gramo- TO HT.+ C ) mounting rheostat and cut the
phone can be converted into a radio- o O%RAM @/ O— P — Tesistance wire in two places,
gram. I used my gramo- ELIMINATOR + making three connections.
phone as a stand for a 4- % > 4 Screws, with terminal heads,
valve set, but was unable to RADIOGRAM + “ " were fastened to each portion
play records on account of < 1 of the wire to facilitate wiring
lifting the lid every time. SVLVTSET up, and a washer is put at
1 then hit upon the idea of dropping the DISCHARCE CHARGE 4 each side of the wire to make
motor board to the level of the sound ? 9 good contact. The aerial ‘wire
doors, sorapping the existing horn and ) i [ =y = now goes to the arm of the
using a pickup. Any handy man can make 1___—_! + rheostat, and it will be seen

this conversion with little trouble, and a
few tools. I, myself, did the job in two
evenings. All I had to make was a new
motor board, which 1 fixed in with screws
from the back and sides, but brackets
could have been used from the inside to
support it. I next bought a well-known
make of pick-up and mounted it according
to instructions provided with it. I find
this arrangement is quite satisfactory ; in
fact, I find that it is quite as easy to place
records on the turntable and fit needles
from the front through the doors, as it

used to be to lift up the lid every time.

e —
AECEIVER
O O
Y | —
PICH-UP
MOTOR MOTOR
? ?
b
\ e ?
LT |
I WY l
U BEFORE L] AFTER. U

Showing how an ordinary gramophone can be
converted to a radio-gramophone.

A wiring diagram of a useful battery-

switching device.

ta.kgn from it by keeping it on charge
during the rest of the week whilst the
radio-gram is being used. In addition to
this the battery is entirely disconnected
from the short-wave set when on charge,
and the radio-gram can still be used in
the normal way when the accumulator is
switched over to the short-wave set. The
arrangement is cheap, as the only extra
components needed arc a D.P.D.T. switch,
two spades, and a few feet of rubber-covered
wire. It is simple in use as the only
operation necessary is to throw the
switch to either the * charge” or
* discharge >’ position as required. The
only thing to remember is that the
battery will need’ occasional
‘“topping-up”’ with distilled
water—W. E. THOMPSON
(Vange). ]

A Reliable Earth
BTAIN an old motor radi-
ator, remove the water
filler cap, and solder about four
connections to the top of the
radiator as shown in the sketch,
using 7/22 aerial wire. Join the
soldered wires together into one

Al

ﬂ-

from the accompanying sketch
that when the arm is rotated it
gives the three alternative aerial
connections without the usual
fiddling about at the back of the cabinet
with plugs. When the switch arm is in
the Al position the aerial is connected to
a .00004 condenser and the centre tap on
the aerial coil. In the A2 position this
.00004 is cut out, whilst in the A3 position
both the .00004 and the centre tap are
cut out, the aerial then being connected
across the whole of the coil. This last
connection is usually made use of on the
long waves only.—J. Pickarp (Bradford).

AERIAL

soldered connection about 3ft.

long and cover the joints with Details of an aerial three-point

motor grease and plenty of

switch.



-——

January 14th, 1933 _PRACTICAL WIRELESS 803

250 SRR

Ring out the old: ring in the new

Triumph of plate - less accumulators

Nuisance of frequent re-charging overcome at last

THE familiar glass-box accumulator is a thing of the past. The new accumulator
is a handsome cylinder (covered in bakelite) giving twice the ampere-hour capacity.
Thus, though no bigger than your 40 amp.-hour accumulator and costing little more,
it needs charging only half as often. It is also much more durable.

This revolution is owed to the work of John Fuller,

Faraday’s collaborator and a founder of the battery in-
dustry—work that his son and grandson perfected. The THE NEW
negative electrode, a pasted lead cylinder, itself acts as the i ACCUMULATOR
battery container~a central core forms the positive. With 1. Negative electrode is
no “ grids ” to interfere, you get complete effect through- itself the battery’s con-
out the active paste. Brings your wireless up to date— tainer —nearly alf weight

is thus active material.
the saving on re-charging alone would repay you !
2. Circular, gridless for-
mation gives uninterrupt-
ed action throughout the
paste.

RECATIVE — POSITIVE
___CYLINDER cont

3. Totalresult—Twice the
amp. hour capacity per1b.

80AMP11 I 6 weight.
plate-less accumulators HRS.B B 4, No sulphation ; Won't

run down when inactive ;
TEL. GRA : 3346. No grid buckling; Extra-
ordinarily long life ; Al-
BLOCK BATTERIES LTD, ABBEY ROAD, BARKING, ESSEX. most unbreakable.



. We shall te pleased
| to advise readers re-
garding purchase
of complete sets.

T is admittedly a difficult question for
the prospective purchaser of a wireless
recciver to make up his mind when the

choice of models is such a wide one. It
will be agreed that- the circle is narrowed
when the conditions of mains drive or
battery feed- is stated, and then comes the
all important question of striking a good
balance between the pocket and perform-
ance. For satisfying the last-named double
requirement the new Wates Futura Six
Receiver is well worth considering. 1t is a
five-valve sct A.C. mains fed, with a sixth
valve acting as a double wave rectifier in
the eliminator section.

As far as external appearance is con-
cerned the -table ‘model, complete with
speaker, is most prepossessing, the sct
being housed in a beautifully finished
walnut cabinet, with the speaker grill
loeated in the top part of the front pancl
according to modern practice. The centre
control operates the ganged condenser for
tuning, and as the three tuned circuits
are accurately matched, no trimming de-
vice has been incorporated. -There is a
large scale graduated in wavelengths and
stations, illuminated shadow tuning being
provided for ease of logging. The other
two controls are a capnbined wave change
and gramo-radjo switch on the left, and
a combined volumne control- and- om-off
switch on the right.
Circuit and Construction

The circuit arrangement comprises
two high frequency stages employing .
two MM4V Mullard variable mu valves,
an anode bend detector stage, using a
Mullard 354V valve. followed by two
resistance ecapacity coupled _low _fre-
quency stages, using a Mullard 354V
walve in the first stage, and a Mullard
ACO44 wvalve in the output stage. An
examination of the complete -circuits
reveals one or two interesting fea-
tures. First of all there are two alterna-
tive aerial terminals to meet selectivity
conditions in different places, and as the

DTS P .

Specification.
Receiver : Futura Six, A.C. mains
driven, table model.
Makers : Wates Radio Ltd.
Specification : Five valves with a sixth
double wave rectifier. Two as
sereened grid variable mu
2 choke fed stages ; anode bend
3 detector and two stages R.C.
coupling. Moving coil loud-
speaker, with mains energized
field winding. Triple tuned
circuits all ganged without
trimmer, 'large scale gradu-
ated - in wavelengths and
stations, illuminated shadow
tuning. Three controls only.
Price : Twenty Guineas, in first-class
walnut cabinet.
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WATES’ FUTURA SIX
TABLE MODEL
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aerial coil is magneticaily coupled to the
tuned grid coil of the first H.F. stage, this
enables accurate matching of the three
tuned stages to be undertaken before the
set leaves the works. This is irrespective
of the type of aerial employed, the matching
being maintained throughout the whole of

the-scale, and hence no trimming adjust-

ment.is required as mentioned earlier.
Since.variable mu valves are incorporated
in the pair of H.F. stages, it is natural that
advantage should be taken of their inherent
properties to control the volume by varying

The Futura Six.

An all-mains five-valve receiver.

‘the applied grid bias. . This is effected by a
variable resistance in series with a limiting
resistance in the common cathode lead.
Automatic bias is provided for the threc
other valves, decoupling being included in
the case of the output valve, which has &
directly fed filament. The resistance
capacity coupled stages follow normal
practice, but adequate decoupling is included
in the anode circuits. On the power side a
very generous output has been arranged for
the maximum rectified volts are over 300.
Even after allowing for the drop of voltage
in the smoothing circuit there is ample
voltage remaining to ensure that the valves
are operated at high efficiency.

All the coils are accommodated in
separate rectangular screening boxes and
judged as a whole the chassis is * clean,”
compact and well balanced, reprcsenting
good workmanship and careful forethought
in design, coupled with the utilization of
really good-class material. The table model
has a built-in moving coil" loud-speaker,
while provision is made for an extra loud-
speaker as well as a gramophone pick-up.

KRR ATRARREAARLT

output exceeded 13 watts.
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CALIBRATION CHART OF SET
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by
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Resuits on Test
The ‘makers of this set recommend its
use in conjunction with a standard outside
acrial, but it was found that even with an
inefficient ‘ energy colleetor ” the average
users’ requirements would be satisfied.
When connected up and &witched on,
the operation of the controls was acquired
after a minute or two’s practice, and
the range of the set was found to be
Limited only by local interference. No
attempt was made to keep a record of
the stations heard at a strength sufficient
to be listened to in comfort in a large
room and absolutely clear of interference:
It may be stated, however, that the
number was. exceedmgly lngh and
the makers in their modesty have inclu ed
only a few of the more powerful English
and European stations on the dial itself.
In our opiiiion the Futura Six has a per-
formance which is outstandingly good,
sensitivity and selectivity being of a
_ high order, with™ station overlap very
unnoticeable.
The set itself is in no way noisy, but
a slight trace of mains hum is heard
during the silent period of a programme.
Reproduction from the loud-speaker is
goad, with a nice even response over the
musical tange, while the undistorted
Operating the
set is extremely simple, and for an all-
round performance, including the most
rigid demands on sensitivity, selectivity
and guality, this Wates set meets the
needs admirably.

reti Cnene

CLUB NOTICES

HE EDITOR will be glad to
receive reports of club meet-
ings for publication in this journal.
Club Secretaries should send their
reports, not exceeding 200 words
i - in length, to reach us not later than :
Tuesday of each week. Address to :
The Editor, Practical Wireless, 8-11,
Southampton Street, Strand, Lon-
don, W.C.2.

co-eben
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'I'he Colestion Dual Speaker consists oi
two units so coupled that the treble is
accepted by the treble unit, and the bass
accepted by the bass unit. The perform-

o
b e S ance of the combination must be heard to be .
— apprécidted. The illustration shows Mcdel 8§23,
- Price £6.0.0. Other models available, o uce
When Celestion announce a new speaker the great o

listening public expects a definite advance in sound
reproduction. In introducing the Reetone Range of -

A&t N
= | Dual and Matched Speakers, Celestion‘are confident
CElblFirTclgN "R%\TONE"I that nothing finer has ever been offered to discrimin-
WikTCHED SPEAKER | ating listeners, Tonal quality far saperior to anything

Spggk‘; ha;mdiﬂeren‘t}llgl previously imagined, yet alone 'heard; a rich beauty
S1Z: 1 - - - -
Matched unitsarencarly|  ©f reproduction mever previously associated with
g‘;‘;g{m'?t f}lleg:gggsg anything but the actual performance. These are the
ical_resonances in the | qualities that stamp the Rectone Range of Speakers
WE eg1Ste! € - - a
g‘i:reci ¥ Chis r“‘rmégi’f-. vastly superior instruments.
ing” eliminates the -
tendency to “boom”
evidenced in all small
moving coil speakers in
which the bass has not
been suppressed and
generally augments the
output below 150 cycles,

The foIIau_zing models are

To CELESTION LTD.,
London Rd.. Kingston-on-Thames.

Please send me illustrated foldér giving full
details of ’*Reetonec” Speakers, together
with constructional details and data.

SRR ANANINARENSESNARERNSINOASANNEANUINIRDTROL

available :—
B oy Name —

Two Perm.
9 Magnets £4.5 Bddresses o co W e B0 L g
88 TwokEnergised £4.5 N

One Perm.

98 Magnet £4.5
" OQne Eaergised

PRW

FOREMOST NAME IN SOUND REPRODUCTION

CELESTION LTD., LONDON ROAD, KINGSTON-ON-THAMES, "London -Showrooms: 106 Victoria St., S.W.l
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EFORE passing on the constructional
details I would like to ask you to
glance over the circuit diagram with

me and to study it in conjunction with
the sketches and photographs. If you
cannot understand a circuit diagram
please do not skip the next few paragraphs
because I hope they -might at least give
you some idea of the usefulness of diagrams
of this kind. We see that the aerial can
be connected (by means of a wander
plug) to a number of tappings on the un-
tuned aerial coil ; the lower the tapping
is moved down the coil the greater is the
degree of selectivity. The secondary wind-
ing is tuned by a .0005 mfd. condenser
and the “top” end is connected to the
grid of the detector valve through a .0002
mfd. fixed condenser. A 3 megohmn grid-
leak is employed, it being found that this
higher value gives rather greater selectivity
and smoother reaction control. Reaction
is obtained by means of a differential
condenser connected from the anode of
the detector valve to a reaction winding
on the tuner. A differential reaction con-
denser is employed so that tuning is not
affe by reaction-control. The usual
H. F. choke is wired in the plate circuit of

- the detector valve, and connects the latter

to the resistance-fed transformer (a * Trans-
feeda ” is its trade name). As the Cossor
“ 210 Det.” valve used for detector has
an impedance of 13,000 ohms the 30,000
ohm portion of the * Transfeeda ’ resis-
tance is sufficient for coupling purposes,
and so the other part is used to decouple
the anode circuit, by connecting a 2 mfd.
condenser between the tapping “ H.T.11
and earth.

A radio-gram switch is wired in the grid
circuit of the second valve, and thus the
two last valves can be used as a .gramo-
phone amplifier. A separate grid bias con-
nection is provided for the pick-up, for
whilst this is not strictly necessary it does
enable one to make the very best of gramo-
phone records. Signals are passed on to
the power output valve through a special
tone control transformer which is used in
conjunction with a 5,000 ohm variable
resistance to provide the required varia-
tions in tone. The ‘‘ Rectatone” trans-
former is so designed that it gives pro-
portionately less amplification to low notes
than to high as the resistance value is
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emphasis to the

low notes it is
possible to
effect a * bal-
ance,” or to
exaggerate low
or high notes
at will. The last,
valveisnot
fitted with an
output trans-
former since
that is provided in the

|| (- N D ) ()

THE SELECTONE

Here FRANK PRESTON, F.R.A., De

Make Thi
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speaker itself,

Making the Chassis

And now to get to work.
I assume that you have ob-
tained all the components
of which a list was given
last week ; in case you have
not the list is given again on
this page.

First of all the chassis
must be made, and for
this you will require an
S8in. by 14in. plywood
panel, a baseboard con-
sisting of a 14in. by
8in. piece of 5-ply, two
pieces of hardwood,
each 1neasuring 73ins.
by 3ins., a 1l4in, by 2in.
strip of 3-ply and a
14in. bfl 1iin. ebonite

)

terminal strip. If you
have bought a
* Vibranti’> .panel as

specitied it will be al-
ready polished, but if
you prefer to use a sheet
of ordinary oak-faced
plywood you will have

4=

e
e —

to polish it before going
any further.

Next set out the
positions of the panel holes as shown in
the sketch of Fig 2. This should be done
on the back of the panel with a pencil.
Having located all the holes run a small
drill or bradawl through each centre, and
then make the holes full size by means
of a brace and centre bit. All holes
excepting that for the tuning condenser

RapIo-GRAM. =/
SwircH @
/-—--_--—_eb‘:; A vy

] DIFFERENTIAL|
REeACTION
CONOENSER

\
Tonmwe .
CONDENSER |

1

Fig. 1.—A three-quarter rear view of the receiver.

it 00 b et e P et Dt Pt

LIST. OF COMPONENTS

Vibranti plywood panel 14in. by 8in.
Utility Standard .0005 mfd. condenser.
Utility type W. 181 micro-dial.
Lissen .00015 mfd. differential condenser.
Colvern type “ T.D.” coil.
Lissen 3.point wavechange switch.
Telsen on-off battery switch.
Wearite type “ G.C.O."” radio-gram switch.
Lissen 5,000 ohm potentiometer.
Eddystome chassis mounting valve-holders.
T.C.C. .0002 mfd. fixed condenser.
1 Dubilier 3 megohm grid leak.
1 Dubkiier grid leak holder.
1 Telsen Standard H.F. choke.
1 Benjamin Transfeeda.
1 T.C.C. 2-mfd. condenser.
1 Varley Rectatone transformer.
1 Be}ling Lee baseboard fuseholder with 60 .mu
use.
10 Belling Lee “ Junior ”? terminals ; 1 each marked!
A, E, L.T.+, L.T.—, HT.—, H.T.-+, L.S.—,
L.S.4 and 2 marked Pick-Up.
1.

v

L

o —

T S
2o

OCO-§o

' R-U. |

Fig. 2—The panel drilling dimensions.
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BATTERY THREE

Es in Simple Language Exactly How to

nderful Set.

are §in. dia-
mcter whilst
¥ the latter is
§ 4in. The ter-
: minal strip can
be marked out
and drilled as
shown in Fig.
3, making the
holes 9-64 in.
: diameter with
U atwistdrill. I
=3 need not ex-

| | D () ) ) G| |- | D | G- I MDD { )} )T | -

plain how the

chassis is assembled for

that will be quite clear
from Figs, 1 and 6. All

joints butt together and

(| in. screws are used for

)| fixing purposes. After
\| assembly, make the lin.
holes in the baseboard
to receive the valve
holders—for  positions
see Fig. 5.

And now all the com-
ponents can be mounted
in the positions shown
in the wiring plans,
taking care to duplicate
the lay-out as accurately
as possible. Round head
brass screws size &in. by
4 are most suitable for
attaching the parts to
the baseboard, and you
will require about two
dozen. If you find any
difficulty in working on
the under side of the
baseboard, you can re-
move it whilst attaching
the components. Per-
sonally I experienced no
difficulty in this respect
if the screws were given

. v onosen

FOR THE SELECTONE

6 Belling Lee wander plugs; marked G.B.+,
G.B.—, G.B.—1, G.B.—2, H.T.+, H.T.—.

1 Strip Becol ebonite, 14in. by 1lin.

1 Bulgin G.B. battery.

1 Coil Glazite connecting wire.

1 short length flex.

1 5-ply baseboard, l4in. by 8in.

2 pieces bard wood, 73in by 3in.

1 piece 3-ply, 14in. by 2in.

Approximate total cost—£4 10s. 0d.

Accessories.

1 Camco * Excelsior ”’ or “ Aston Senior ” cabinet.

3 Cossor valves; 1 type 210 Det. (metallized),
1 210 H.L. and 1 220P.

1 Ediswan 9v. G.B. battery.

1 Ediswan 105v. super capacity H.T. battery.

1 Ediswan 2v. 40 a.h. accumulator.

1 Celestion Soundex permanent magnet moving-
coil loud-speaker.

D O
I_L'T++ 0E &
” ” L7 '
Y e /"->[<—--———E/é —>!<-/ ->i-<—- //‘?'—ﬂ

ling the terminal strip.

an easy start by first
making small holes with a bradawl.

The Wiring

Everything is now ready for the wiring,
and you will not find this a difficult task,
even if you have never made a sct before.
Each wire is clearly shown in figures 4 and
5, whilst most of them can be traced in the
photographs. Seven wires are taken

807

through the baseboard and they have been
numbered on the wiring plans so that you
can follow them with ease. Be careful
that you get the wires to the radio-gram
switch on the proper terminals ; to prevent
any chance of error the switch terminals
have been numbered on all the drawings.
The switch itself is not numbered, but
the terminal I have called number 2
is in the centre and the contact spring
with which it is associated has a larger
loop than have the other two. You will
see that one terminal on the 5,000 ohm
potentiometer is not required in this case
and is left free.

Wiring Hints

For the benefit of the less experienced,
a few hints in regard to the easiest way to
wire up will not be out of place. I advise
you to commence by doing as much wiring
as possible on the panel and upper side
of baseboard. Then put on as many
wires as you can on the under side, leaving
until last those wires which pass through
thebaseboard. To avoid possible confusion,
tick off each wire on the wiring plan as
you put it in place. I have not numbered
all the wires because I think that would

Fig. 7. — The wave-
change switch which
is employed in this
receiver.

complicate, rather than simplify, matters.
Most of the wiring is carried out in
“ Glazite ” insulated conductor and as
this is supplied in a coil it should be
straightened out as required. After
straightening fit it roughly into position,
add about an inch and a quarter to the,
length actually required and cut off;
this will leave five eighths of an inch at each
end for making contact. The insulation
can be removed very easily and neatly
(Continucd on page 825.)

Fig. 6.—A view of the finished receiver.
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Fig. 4 (top).—Below baseboard

January 14th, 1933

Fig. 5 (bottom)—Top plan,

e i showing dimensions for marking M
? wiring details.. out valve-holder holes.
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ANY people- still lock upon tuning
a3 a case of merely turning the
condenser dials or other tuning

knobs until the required station is heard
on the loud-speaker, but this does not repre-
sent the whole truth of the matter. 1t is
necessary to acquire a certain tuning touch
or feel in order to get the best out of one’s
set.. That being so, practice is necessary
before any distant stations can be brought

in properly without causing interference -

to one’s neighbours, even with such a
simple set as the straight Reinartz reaction
(or capacity controlled reaction) detector,
and one or two stages of low frequency
coupling, where generally there is only one
tuning dial and one reaction dial. If
ordinary plain dials happen to be used,
employ thosc of large diameter, for then
the engraved seale has markings which
arc more ‘ open” than is the case with
smaller dials. This will enable better
station logging to be undértaken, although
of course where possible it -is preferable to
use some form of slow-motion dial, provided
it is of reliable make.

Let us, for the sake of an example; take
the case of a Reinartz reaction set complete
with one tuning dial, and one reaction
control. First of all, with the reaction dial
set at'zero, tune in the local station. Now
increase the reaction condenser until the
set is in its most sensitive condition, that is,
just off the oscillation point.. Then very.
carefully, degree by degree, rotate the
tuning dial with one hand so as to receive
stations above or below the local wavé-
length as desired. When increasing the
wavelength, the reaction condenser can
be increased slightly and progressively in
capacity as we go up the tuning dial, the
reverse process operating when tuning

PRACTICAL WIRELESS
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H. J. BARTON CHAPPLE,
Wh.Sch., B.Sc.(Hons.), A.C.G.L.,
D.1.C., AM.LE.E.
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from the higher toythe lower wavelengths.
On hearing signals from a station, the
reaction control will probably need a slight
further adjustment to bring up the signals
to the required loud speaker strength.
The Reinartz or capacity-controlled

o=
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reaction has the distinct advantage that
the setting of the reaction condenser has
very littlo effect on the tuning of the grid
or aerial cireuit as the casc may be. There
is a slight effect, however, and it is as well
to sce how this operates. Referring to
Ifig. 1, where L, and C, represent the tuned
circuit, we see that across the points A B
—that is, the extremities of the tuning
condenser—we have other capacities. First
of all, there is the grid to filament
capacity of the valve, valve-holder and
associated leads, but this does not have any
bearing on the point at issue and hence is
not shown. Then we have three con-
densers or capacity effects in series, which
together are in parallel with” C;. These
are the real candenser Cy, the self capacity

» B Cs of the reaction coil 1L, and
r 6006 r L the ‘plate-to-grid- capacity

C;. If this valve is workin

as a detector with a gri
leak and condenser, then there will be an
additional series capacity introduced by
this grid condenser,. but to simplify
matters this has also been omitted.

Now C; and C; should ‘be quite small,
and the resultant capacity of the three
condensers in series will therefore be small,
since it i3 always less than the smallest in
the series. This capacity, however, al-
though small, is actually across A B, or,

in other words, in parallel

L/g #C[ i %

'
‘eé r,f.-=63

Fig. 1.—The. capacities present in a
valve detector circuit.

—p L J— with C;. We can now see
that any alteration in the
reaction condenser C, will,
very slightly,” alter this ‘added shunting
capacity and affect “the tuning.
increasing 'the capacity of the reaction
condenser, . the tuning capacity will
also be increased slightly, and vice
versa.
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PROGRAMMES |

THE more sensitive your receiver the more prone is it

to heterodyue whistle interference—and-the greater d i

the need for this Wearite Whistle Filter., |
really good programmes always available, theve is now no
need to have distaat reception marred by this interference.

This Wearite Unit is made in two types.

3,500 cycles for normal use, and ¢ B * cutting off at 5,000
eycles for the music critic. With it only the
programmes reach your speaker—the Wearite
Filter is a barrier to heterodyne whistle. Will

fit any Set. Write for special leaflet.

WRIGHT & WEAIRE Ltd,

740, HIGH ROAD.

Tel.: Tostenham 384718/9.

TOTTENHAM,

With a host of 1 3

¢ A’ to cut off at

06 &
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HIS = comparatively new idea in
radio has developed out of the

. necessity for more and more selec-
tivity, due to the increase both in number
and power of broadecasting stations. With
the increase in selectivity of any ecircuit,
80 is the high note out-off more evident, and
correcting devices are fitted to replace
these frequencies in their correct propor-

WL

adopt for reducing the bass, and (below) the
method of controlling the high note response.

tions before they arc reproduced in the
loud-speaker.

A further development, howeover, has
come from this. Every person
has his own ideas or quality,

~ PRACTICAL WIRELESS
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In radio rceeption the high
notes are attenuated, and

; the low frequency stages
N\/\/\/\/‘_\_Q_Q_QQ_QJ;—_ must amplify the high
notes more than the low

Fig. 2 (above).—~The {orm of control to Ii_/\/v\/\/\/i

ones in order to give a reasonably level
overall response. With gramophone re-
cords both the bass and the treble notes are

250 mAH.,

and, what is even more
important to him, pleasing
reproduction. Tone Control
enables the set to be adjusted
so that the tone is just

what suits the listener—if he
likes plenty of bass he can
have it, or if he is musically
minded he can go in quest
of those high notes which
arc said to make so much
difference. Then, again, all
sets have their faults. If
it is necessary to push the
rcaction to its full in order

TONE CONTROL

L _——By E C. ROWE,

) D | 1 ) (-

B.Sc. (Eng), AC.Cl.

Figs. 4 and 5 show how to apply tone
controls to transformer and resistance
capacity coupling in order to by-pass the
high notes. Probably the best way of all is
by using a tone control transformer as an
intervalve coupling, and by means of a
potentiometer fitted across the transformer
the tone can be varied at will over a very
wide range.

Whilst dealing with tone control it is,

1
!
!
!

| perhaps, as well to point out that it is not

possible to insert frequencies which are
missing from the loud-speaker. Perhaps
this statement should be made a little
clearer. Suppose we are using a pentode
valve and a moving iron type of loud-
speaker. Unless special arrangements are
made, the ireproduction will sound high-
' pitched or squeaky, and there
will be quite a noticeable lack
of bass notes. Now there is
nothing that can be done to
introduce more bass into the
reproduction, so that in order
to get some form of balanced
output, or an output which
sounds as though both bass
and treble are reproduced in
the correct proportion, what
we have to do is to cut oft
some of the treble or high
notes, and this will produce
the effect of strengthened
bass. One of the -circuit
arrangements which have

to get a station, or if the set

iz ultra-selective, then the =
preponderance of low notes ~

may he compensated for ; if

there is a noticeable shrillness from the
pentode Stage, then this may be elimin-

Fig. 1.—A simple tone control arrangement.

reduced, and we have the added complica-
tion of keeping needle scratch down to a
minimam.

been given will serve to carry
out this form of tone control.

Of course, it would be.
possible, no doubt, to introduce different
forms of L.F. coupling into such a set
to give a better bass response, and here
some form of paralle]l-fed

ated ; if there are speaker);
resonances these can be re-
duced, and so we may go on,

Necessary Components ©)
These tone controls may .

be built up of chokes, con. £OUD SPEAKER
densers and resistances, using 7 ERM/INALS O

one or all of them, and it SeT
will prove worth while to ©
the experimenter if he were

to look over the contents of

his junk-box and test out

various combinations. The

transformer wonuld be suit-
able, with a coupling con-
denscr of such a value that
the circuit

i comprised
Louvo by the con-
SPEAKE /> denser and

F transfor-
mer prim-

ary “resonated to some
particular Jlow note and so
gave a stronger low note
output.

justification in using these
controls lies in the fact
that different stations have
different tones depending upon their per-
centage modulation, while with a radio-
gram they are even more a logical necessity.

HT+

o/ —G25
M7
; o,
L é
=
7\ -000s
MFD
a8~

Fig. 4—A simple tone controlling device for
use in conjunction with an L.F. trapsformer.

47 stages, and Fig. 1 shows' a suitable
’+' circuit.

.3 shows a useful control to fit on the
‘loud-speaker términals. As R is varied

trol is a variable condenser of about

of a receiver.

Tone at the Output
Perhaps the best position to fit a
tone control is in one of the output

All one has to remember
in experimenting is that conden-
sers will reduce the high notes, and
inductances will cut down the bass.

Variable control may be on the condenser,

resistance or inductance as desired. Fig.

from the condenser end to the choke
end, so the reproduction will change
from shrill to boomy. A simpler con-

0.1 mfd. put across the loud-speaker to
cut down mush and ncedle seratch.

Fig. 3.—A useful device for connection across the output terminals

Fig. 5.—Resistance capacity coupling,
combined with tone control.
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Change-over Switch
DEVICE for changing the flow of
current from one circuit to anather.
Unlike a reversing switch it does
not change the direction of flow of the

current. It simply changes its path.
Fig. 1 shows what is known as a single-
pole change-over switch. A common use
for this type is as an earthing switch for
the acrial of a receiver. The aerial is
connected to the centre contact (the arm
of the switch) while the other two are
joined, one to the aerial terminal of the
set and the other to ‘‘ earth™ (a metal
plate or rod buried in the earth, or & water
pipe). When the arm is thrown over one

Fig. 1.—A typical changeover switch”™

way it connects the aerial to the receiver
but when it is * changed over’ to the
other contact it joins the aerial to earth.
Connected thus the switch is used to
safeguard the receiver against lightning.
During a thunderstorm the arm of the
switch is thrown over so as to ‘“ earth ”
the aerial. In this way any electric
charges picked up by the aerial from the
atmosphere are conducted straight to
earth and do not pass through the set.
There are, of course, many other forms
of changc-over switch used in radio;
there is, for instance, the double-pole
type which is similar to two single-pole
switches mounted side by side. The two
arms are joined together with a cross
piece so that they are operated as one.
Then there are enclosed types which,
although they perform the same opera-
tions as the knife type shown here, yet
employ rather different mechanisms.

Characteristic Curve

A graphical representation of the change
in charvacteristics, or in function, of a
material or a piece of apparatus under
varying conditions. A curve showing the
rise in temperature of a wire as the current
passing through it is increased would be
an example of a characteristic curve. It
might be called a temperature-current
curve for that particular wire,

0o M o

: THE BEGINNER’S ABC OF |

! WIRELESS TERMS (Contd.) A

In wireless the term is usually confined
to a graph or curve showing the fer-
formance of valves, crystals, ete. Fig. 2
shows a typical characteristic curve for a
valve. It shows how the output current
(called the anode current or plate current)
varies as the input (grid) voltage is
altered. By looking at the graph you
can see immediately what change there
is in anode current if you alter the voltage
on the grid of the valve. 1In the particular
example shown you will see that a change
in grid voltage from 0 to + 5 would mean
an - increase in anode
current from 2 milliamps
to 3.5 milliamps. To
arrive at this you fol-
low the lines of the
squared paper. If you
follow up from “O"
volts on 'the base line in
a vertical direction as
shown by the dotted
line you will strike
the curve at the point

(3 X'1’
now follow from X horizontally until you
meet the milliamps scale which you strike

You

at “2.” Thus at O volts there is a
current of 2 milliamps flowing. In the

=
o T o e L]
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o
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2
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3
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CRID VOLTS

Fig. 2.— A characteristic curve.

same way if you follow up from 5 volts
positive to the point “Y,” and then
across you will see that the current is now
3.5 milliamps.

Naturally there are other relations
between the various voltages and currents
of a valve from which characteristic
curves may be drawn. However, the
example given is one of the most useful.
Makers usually include a copy of one or

it will be found to be charged again.

more of the characteristic curves on the
leaflet supplied with their valves. These
are very useful as a guide as to how a
valve will work, and what conditions are
necessary to obtain the best resuits.

Charge

When a body is in an electrified state
it is said to contain a charge of clectricity.
According to the electron theory for a
body to be charged with electricity implies
an excess to deficit of electrons (negative
particles of electricity). For instance, if
thcre are more electrons present than
normal the body is said to be charged
negatively. If less, then it is said to have
a positive charge. A simple experiment
to show the presence of a charge of
electricity is provided by rubbing a dry

TIY TS SATITIY UPTST SENTIRTSY _ ST S

Fig. 3.—
Demonstra-
ling an elec-
trical charge

Q
4 Ron a vul-

—_’lAEiom’le rod.
glass rod with a piece of silk or a stick of
vulcanite with fur. If the glass or vul-
canite is then held near light objects such
as small pieces of tissue paper they are
attracted and stick to the rod. as shown
in Fig. 3.

In the case of a charged condenser there
is an unequal distribution of electrons in
the two sets of plates. On connecting
the plates with a piece of wire the clectrons
adjust matters by flowing along the wire
from one set of plates to the other. The
flow of electrons constitutes an electric
current, and after this has ceased the
condenser is no longer charged. To give
it another charge the conneccting wire
must be removed and the condenser must
be momentarily joined to somec source of
electricity such as a battery. On re-
moving it from the source of electricity

o RO o0 ) EDR (1 o0 HED 07

e O,

also *“ Capacity.”

Charging Board

A form of switchboard used to control
the charging of accumulators. It usually
contains some form of resistance such as
coils of resistance wire or a number of
carbon filament lamps as a means of
reducing the high voltage of the mains to
a value suitable for charging one or more
accumulators. It also contains the neces-
sary switch gear for adjusting the namber
of coils or lamps included in the circuit
and fuses to prevent damage to any of
the apparatus in -the event of a short
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Fig. 4—A simple charging
board.

charging wireless accumulators at home.

used for switching on and off,

Chattertons Compound

A black insulating substance made in
sticks like sealing wax.
wireless for such pur-
poses as filling up
unwanted holes in ehon-
ite panels. It can be
employed for any job
where a compound is
needed for filling up
crevices or for insulating
wires. It is composed
of Gutta-percha, Stock-
holm tar ond resin,
and is used by gently
heating the stick. When

. it melts it
can be run into the crack for hole, as

depicted in Fig. 5.

On cooling it sets
hard again.

circuit. The charging board in Fig. 4 is
a simple type such as might be used for

It contains no switch, as the wall plug is

It is used in

Ve 00 ) QD101 o0 HED | O 04 0h
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Chemical
Rectifier
A device
for changing
alte rnating
current into
direct cur-
rent. It
. usually con-
Z gists of two
. metal elec-
trodes placed
in a jar con-
taining a
solution : in
fact it is
very much
like a cell of
the wet type.
It Idepends
for its action
on the fact that . an. electric current
will pass through it more easily in
one _direction than in the other. A

Fig. 5.— Using
compound to fill
a hole in an
ebonite panel.

very common form of chemical rectifier
has a rod of aluminium in the centre with
a sheet of lead round the inside wall of
the jar as in Fig. 6. The solution which

o pamm

'is poured in is ammonium phosphate
dissolved in water. On connecting the
rectifier to a source of alternating current
it will flow easily from the lead to the
aluminium but not vice versa. Thus the
result is a fluctuating direct current.
Chemical rectifiers are chiefly used for
charging accumulators from alternating

WOO0D OR EBONITE
BRIDGE.

ALUMINUM
ROD

LERD
SHEET

Fig. 6. —
Cutaway
view of a
home-made
chemical
rectifier. It
is filled
with asoly-
tion of
ammonia phosphate.

current mains. They convert the alter-
nating current into the necessary direct
current. See also * Nodon valve,” ** Tan-
talum rectifier,” * Rectifier.”” There are

other methods of rectifying A.C., and all ]

of them are fully dealt with in * Accumu-
lators,” price 1/-, from the publishers of
this journal.

Volume Level

HE Mayor of Montlucon (France) has
recently issued a decree to the effect
that radio sets and gramophones must be

<+ 50 controlled that they do not give out any

more sound than a piano. Unfortunately
no particular kind of piano is specified, so
it would appear that there is a good
deal of permissible latitude.

Japanese Relays ?
T is rumoured that the German Rund-
funk authorities are proposing to
relay programmes from Japan in the near
future. The relay would be effected by
means of short-wave wireless links between

¥ the two countrics.

Transmitting ‘¢ Pirates *’
TH_E idea of sponsored programmes
(organized by commercial concerns
for publicity purposes) is growing rapidly
on the Continent. Most of the French
stations devote a good deal of their time to
sponsored programmes, and apparently
they find it a paying game. Following the
TFrench example, two or three unlicensed
Duteh stations have recently commenced
to give publicity broadcasts. The ironical
part of the business is that although the
stations are giving publicity to various
manufacturers’ produce, they arc very
careful to hide their own identity. Two of
these illicit transmitters have now been

working for some time, and they have
become so brazen as to send out a * Good
Luck ” message every night to the police
who are trying to trace them,

The Prince’s Latest
HE Prince of Wales's latest car is
equipped ‘with a very up-to-date
wireless receiver and two loud-speakers.
The set is provided with automatic volume
control, so that weak signals are given
increased amplification and strong ones
toned down. As a result the volume
remains constant irrespective of whether
the car is passing through industrial
areas, where screening occurs, or travelling
on the open road, where conditions are
particularly good. Will the Prince’s
lead be a means of popularizing automatic
volume control in this country ? I wonder.

Wise Legislation
LISBON Municipal Council has set a
lead to the rest of the wireless world
by forbidding the erection within the city
area of any electric signs not fitted with
suitable filters to prevent interference
with radio reception. Not econtent with
this, the Portuguese Radio Club is endeav-
ouring to get the order extended to cover
all other forms of clectrical machinery.

How Many Valves ?
HERE has been a good 'deal of bicker-
ing of late on the question of whether
or not the rectifying valve of an A.C. set

should be taken into account when specify-
ing the number of valves. Many reasons
have been advanced both for and against
the inclusion of the rectifying valve in the
specification, but I still consider the
rectifier as part of the mains equipment
and having nothing whatever to do with
the receiver proper. Besides, many A.C.
sets use a metal rectifier, and would
therefore appear to the uninitiated set-
buyer to be less powerful (according to
the advertised specification) than those
having a valve rectificr, if the latter were
included in the designation. I think it is
high time the manufacturers came to the
decision that o set should be described
aceording to its number of receiving and
amplifying valves. If the rectifier must
be included, it should be given under a
separate heading.

Aeroplanes for Spotting Shoals of Fish
ADIO is rapidly becoming as in-
dispensable to aircraft as it is to
shipping, and the other day the Danish
Broadcasting Corporation co-operated with
the Department of Fisheries in the dis-
covery of shoals of fish by aecroplane.
Shoals can often be easily detected from
the air and the location of these was com-
municated to the shore from the aircraft
engaged by wireless telephone, from whence
it was radiated by the D.B.C. stations.
You will thus soon owe the presence of
your morning kipper to Marconi!

P =

..._(.—...ﬂ

110 (D 9110 MO

B a0 LD 0 08 D

L.



January 14th, 1933

 PRACTICAL WIRELESS

813

Are You Getting

MOVING-COIL QUALITY ?—i

- %% %

ing - coil
speaker set a
new standard

p
/// // / A of reproduc-
/ /// / tion, and
- “ moving - coil
quality ”*  be-

came the goal
of every radio
enthusiast.
Unfortunately
the impression
was quickly
zained that by purchasing a speaker of this
type the last word in perfect reproduction
was merely a matter of attaching the spcaker
to the output terminals of a wireless set,
and that forthwith all the instruments in
the band, from the piccolo to the big
drum, could be heard in their correct
position on the range of frequencies. This
led to the almost accepted fact that the
acquisition of a moving coil was the solution
of all poor quality problems, whereas in
actual practice the reverse was more often
the case.

Fig. 2.—When  the

speaker has feet fit a

bracket to the baffle
to take these.

Quality of Reproduction

The first of the moving coils suffered
from many defects, the chief of which,
from the amateur’s point of view, was
that they needed considerably more low-
tension current to energise their fields than
was taken by the set itself, and until the
use of a trickle charger operated from the
mains became more general, this item of
expense reacted unfavourably on the
development of the type. With the pro-
duction of a really satisfactorily designed
permanent magnet, from material of effi-
cient magnetic permeability, the future of
the permanent-magnet moving-coil speaker
hecame assured, and it made up in con-
venience what it lacked in sensitivity over
the energised-field type. Even at the
present time, however, where the combined
requirements include perfect quality coupled
with good sensitivity and ability to handle
large outputs, the energised-field type
speaker is still superior, and, where a good
A.C. maing supply is available, represents
a good proposition. Another serious fault
with the early moving coils, energised or
otherwise, was the very poor reproduction
of speech. This was usually very * woolly
and any set adjustments made with a view
to curing this too often resulted in a
serious bass cut-off.

Permanent-Magnet Speakers

For all this the permanent-magnet
speaker has come to stay, and its improve-
ment has been such that only the most
critical ear can now detect any discrepancy
between its quality and that of the ener-
gised type. It is now possible to obtain
such speakers built by reputable firms
and capable of giving really excellent
results at very low prices—prices made
possible by large demands and by the

By “DETECTOR”

utilisation of the most modern mass-pro-
duction methods. In spite of the improve-
ments in design, however, the impression
is still abroad that the buying of a moving-
coil speaker fulfils the purchaser’s obliga-
tion as regards the search for quality,
and as a result the new owner of one of these
speakers is often disappointed with the
results when connected to his own set.
His disappointment is due to the fact that
whereas his old cone or horn speaker con-
veniently smoothed out any minor defects
or distortions in his set, the moving coil,
with its vastly improved response, accen-
tuates these defects.

Tests with Different Speakers

With all this in mind I decided to carry
out certain tests with several makes of
permanent-magnet moving-coil speakers,
and to put the results before the readers of
Pracricar, WIRELESS in a non-technical
manner, and from the view-point of the
average amateur. I obtained stock models
of several speakers falling in the medium-
priced range of from 40s. to 50s., and after
numerous tests, narrowed my field to two.
These were both moderately priced per-

| manent magnet speakers. Speaker “A”

costs 42s., and speaker “ B’ 47s. 6d.
—both inclusive of multi-ratio output
transformers. Somewhat unfairly, per-
haps, I wired these up together with a
large energised-field speaker that I keep as
a standard of reproduction and which
cost nearly three times thc price, the ar-
rangement being that either of the speakers
could be switched in alone or in combina-
tion with either or all of the others.

The first tests I made were with baffles,
and I decided that whilst admitting the
advantages to be gained with large-sized
baffles it would not be policy to risk dis-
turbing the domestic peacefulness of any
home by asking the housewife to accept
a baffle larger than 24in. square! I first
used a wooden baffle on each speaker of
lin. thickness. timber with quite good
results, but later found that much better
results can be obtained if one of the many
types of composition boards be used.
I used a brand known as ‘ Ten-Test”
myself and although it was only five.
eighths of an inch thick, the entire absence
of resonance made it an ideal material for
the purpose. A hint or two may here be
given with regard to fixing the speaker.
If possible, use bolts passing right through
the baffle and through the holes in the
chassis of the speaker, and placc ample
size washers under the heads of the bolts,
so that they can be tightened sufficiently
without fear of the heads pulling through
the material of the baffle. The hole in the
bafle may be cut by drilling a starting
hole on the circumference previously
marked out, and by cutting round the
circumferential line with a pad or fretsaw
threaded through ‘the starting hole. If
the speaker has a base or feet for additional
support, attach a bracket to the baffle to
accommodate this, as by taking the weight
in this way much strain is taken from the
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chassis and
cone assem-
bly. If re-
sonance is
felt through
the baffle on
large outputs
a ring of felt
(cut from a
table or other
mat obtained at any of the large stores)
placed between the chassis and the baffle,
can be used to advantage.

Results Obtained

Having dealt with the fixing arrange-
ments 1 will now proceed to the results
obtained. I found it impossible to make
either of the speakers rattle before the
energised one did so and then they ali
rattled in concert due to an overloaded
output valve. This was on a four-valve
all-mains set—=S.G., det., 2 L.F. transformer-
coupled—and the volume was sufficient
to fill a small hall from either speaker. The
bass response was adequate from speaker
“A,” but speaker “ B would have
been better if fitted to a larger baffle.
Both speakers had a crispness and brilli-
ance of attack that surpassed that of
the larger energised one, and speaker
“B?” gave the best reproduction of a
pianoforte record that I have heard for a
long time. The upper register in particular
was especially fine, and the high notes had
little of that ‘ woodenness ” usually asso-
ciated with piano reproductions. On the
other hand, a soprano from Daventry
verged on the screechy side, while the
mellowness of the “ A” speaker did much
to soften this,

Tone Control

Both speakers were too loud for the
average room on this set and in preference
to overmuch volume-controlling I now con-
nected them to a straight two-valve set.
The volume was adequate from the local
station and most of the more powerful
foreigners until I tried a L.F. tone-control
fitment. The volume was immediately
cut down by this and reaction had to be
forced to a dangerous point—from a
quality point of view—to regain the lost
strength. From the local station, the volume
was still ample, however, and the repro-
duction of the “ B ” speaker was much im-
proved by a fair amount of top-note cut-off.
The balance of the “ A” spcaker was appar-
ently ideal for the size of the baffle used and
very little top-note elimination was required ;
the bass response was pleasing and with the
tone-control potentiometer right round
there was rather too much bass for my
taste. If you like plenty of bass, it is there
to be had,

washers

Fig. 1.—Use

large
under the heads of the screws
when fixing your speaker lo

the bafle.

(To be continued)
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SELECTONE

In 1933 super selectivity will be more
than ever necessary. Start the New Year
by constructing the Selectone,” the
last word in selectivity in straight detector
L.F. receivers.

The “ Selectone ” incorporates the Col-
vern TD Coil, which is completely
screened and incorporates tapped aerial
coupling and reaction.

Four alternative aerial tappings are
arranged as.sockets with a wander plug.
The first two tappings give aerial
couplings similar to those normally
employed, but with - greatly increased
selectivity.

Numbers 4 and 5 give a high degree of
selectivity with weak aerial coupling
suitable for use in a swamp area. There
is no break through on the long wave-
band from B.B.C. stations.

Pricec 876

Send for the Colvern Booklet, Radio List
No. 10.

COLVERN

LIMITED,
MAWNEYS ROAD, ROMFORD
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When the story opens,
Lil is the household
drudge in a lonely Welsh
farmhouse, doing all the
work of the place for her
unpleasant stepfather,
Roderick Pugh, and this
fascinating romance tells
of her brave and cheery
struggle against all diffi-
culties and her rise to a

wonderful success,  Lil
is a delightful and
appealing charac:
ter, and the story
of her love and
adventures  will
keep every reader
enthralled. Lil is
a real and en-

trancing heroine.

LONGOPENING CHAPTERS
X IN THE FEBRUARY

APPY

Obtainable at all Newsagents and Bookstalls,
or post free 81d. from Geo. Newnes, Ltd.,
8-11, Southampton 8t., Strand, London,W.C.2

George Newnes, Ltd:
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Fig. .—How to make the spiral culs
round the diaphram.

N spite of the present popularity of
moving-coil loud-speakers, many lis-
teners are still using balanced-armature

cone models, and no doubt many more
would use them if they realized what a
surprisingly high standard of reproduction
can be obtained from these inexpensive
loud-speakers, when arranged in a way that
does them full justice. It must be admitted,
of course, that a moving-iron unit of the
balanced-armature type cannot compete
with a moving-coil speaker in handling a
really big output. But to the majority of
ordinary wireless enthusiasts, who merely
want to fill an average-sized room with a
pleasant volume of undistorted sound, and
who have no need of what might be called
‘‘ concert-hall volume  (even if their sets
were capable of producing an undistorted
output of such magnitude, which is seldom
the case), the power-handling limitations
of a balanced-armature speaker are not
a very serious drawback.

The Possibilities of the Balanced-Armature
Speaker
~ As regards general clarity of reproduction
with a moderate volume of sound, the
balanced-armature type of speaker (if
properly arranged) is capable of giving
results that, on the whole, compare very
favourably indeed with those afforded by a

good many of the moving-coil and inductor- |
dynamic speakers on the market. Moreover, {

it has the additional advantages of low cost
and high sensitivity. It is highly probable,
however, that a large proportion of the
listeners who possess home-made cone
speakers of the balanced-armature type are
not getting anything approaching the
standard of reproduction that it is possible
to obtain with these speakers when arranged
to the best advantage.

In a great many instances, a remarkable
improvement in quality, velume and
frequency-response could be achieved by
carrying out a few practical experiments,
and acting on the suggestions indicated by
the results. The reproduction obtainable
with a balanced-armature cone speaker
depends very largely on the particular unit
employed, but to an even greater extent,
perhaps, on the design and arrangement of
the cone diaphragm, and baffle—if any.

Practical Experiments Wz’tlz Cone
- Diaphragms

How to GCet Befter Results
from Balanced Armature Types
of Loud-speakers.

—By

Most listeriers have no opportunity of
experimenting with a wide variety of loud-
gpeaker units; but given one unit of
reasonable efficiency, it is quite an easy
and inexpensive matter, within the scope
of almost any listener, to carry out some
interesting experiments with cone dia-
phragms.

The tonal quality of reproduction with
any given B.A. unit can be varied within
astonishingly wide limits by the very simple
expedient of altering the design of the cone
diaphragm and the baffle-board—especially

Fig. 3.—Marking out the cone in
concentric circles.

the former. If you want convincing proof
of this statement make up a simple free-
edged cone diaphragm about 18ins. in

4CUT

Fig. 4—Setting oul the arcs for a scroll-cut
join.

diameter out of a sheet of suitable paper;

and attach it in the usual way to the driving-

rod of a balanced-armature loud-speaker

unit. Connect it up to your receiving sct

“RADIOMAN"'=1

1 " — 1.’

Fig. 2—Showing the overlapping
join. -

and switch on. Tune in a musical trans-
misgion, and note the tonal quality of
reproduction.

A Spiral-cut Diaphragm

Then take a pair of scissors and carefully
make a spiral cut round the diaphragm,
starting from the outer edge and working
inwards, as shown in Fig. 1. In this way
you will gradually reduce the effective
diameter of the cone. As you do so you will

" find that the whole tone of the niusic alters ;

the reproduction becomes at first clearer -
and erisper, then, after a certain point is
reached, the low notes gradually disappear,
and signals become unpleasantly shrill and
‘“ thin.” By the time you have reduced the
diameter of the cone to about 2ins., the
reproduction will have become  tinny ”
and squeaky, while the volume will have

_diminished enormously.

Several factors affect the reproduction
with a cone diaphragm ; these include the
diameter of the cone, the apex angle, and
the thickness and nature of the material
from which the diaphragm is constructed.
The general tone of reproduction with a
large, flat cone usually tends to be low-
pitched, while that with a small, sharp-
angled diaphragm tends to be high-pitched
and shrill. Between these two extremes,
of course, an infinite variety of gradations
in tone may be obtained.

The type of cone-washers used in attach-
ing the diaphragm to the driving rod of the
unit ; whether the cone is of the free-edged
or floating type, or how, if at all, the edges
are attached to a baffle-board ; the dimen-
sions and thickness of the baffle, if one is
used ; the position in the room- occupied
by the finished loud-speaker; and the
acoustic properties of the room, are among
other points that often have a pronounced
effect on results, and offer a wide field for
experiment. But in the present article
we are concerned chiefly with experiments
affecting the design and construction of the
cone itself. It is quite an easy matter to
evolve a design that will give optimum
results with any particular unit, by simply
carrying out practical experiments with
representative specimens of different sizes,
angles and thicknesses. Individual experi-
ment is necessary for best possible results,
a8 a cone that is ideal for one type of unit
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may be far from ideal where another type is
concerned.

Results, of sorts, can be obtained with
diaphragms of almost any material, includ-
ing even wood, metal, glass and cardboard !
But for practical purposes the materials
which may be regarded as most suitable for
experimenting with home-made speakers
resolve themselves into different kinds and
thicknesses of paper. A kind which is very
widely used for cone diaphragms is the
imitation parchment paper commonly sold
for making lampshades, etc. This can
be obtained in several grades of thickness
and is quite inexpensive.

Making a Cone Diaphragm

Having obtained some suitable paper, the
first step in making a cone diaphragm is to
mark out the circle and segment from which
the cone is developed. The diameter and
apex angle of the finished cone depends
on the radius of the * development circle
and the angle of the segment that is cut
away to form the cone. The following table
gives useful data on dimensions and
angles. In this table, “ A ” represents the
apex angle, *S” the segment angle, and
“ R ” the ratio of the radius of the develop-:
ment circle to the diameter of the cone
(approximately) :

A S R
90° 105° 0.71
100° 84° 0.65
‘110° 65° 0.61
120° 48° 0.57
130° 34° 0.55
140° 22° 0.53
150° 12° 0.52

To illustrate the use of this tal.)le, let us |

suppose that you wish to make a cone with
an apex angle of 110° and a diameter of
10ins. From the table you will sce that you
need to describe a development circle with
a radius of approximately 10x 0.61 in.,
that is, of course, 6.1lin., and to rule two
lines, radiating from the centre to the
circumference, forming a segment with an
angle of sixty-five degrees.

Some sort of flap is needed to make an
overlapping join when the edges of the
segment. are brought together to form a
cone. Before cutting out the development
disc, therefore, it is necessary to rule a
third line parallel to one of the existing
radial lines, and about }in. or §in. away
‘from it, as shown in Fig. 2. The dise and
segment are cut along the continuous
lines in this diagram, and then, after
smearing a thin coating of liguid glue on
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the flap and allowing time for it to become
slightly * tacky,” the edge of the flap
is brought over to meet the dotted line in
Fig. 2, and the flap pressed down firmly to
make a secure join in the cone thus formed.
One might supposc that, in order to in-
vestigate the effect of all the possible
combinations of diameters, apex angles,
cte., it would be necessary to make an
enormous multiplicity of cones.  For-
tunately, however, it is by no means
essential to go to this trouble and expense
in actual practice.

As regards apex angles, for instance, it
should be possible to secure quite cnough
data by selecting three or four representa-
tive values—sgay, 90, 120, and 150 degrees—
and . experimenting with cones having

STRIP OF PAPER
OR CARD \
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gradually reduce the diameter of the cone
(without troubling even to remove it from
the loud-speaker unit) by the simple
expedient of cutting round each of the circles
in turn, making a careful note of the tone
and volume of reproduction with each
diameter. You can then proceed in an
exactly similar manner with cones having
apex angles of, say, 120 and 150 degrees.
The effect of different kinds and thicknesses
of cone paper can also be tried, and there is
considerable scope for experimernt with
different types of baffle-boards.

Although a straight join is good enough
for a temporary cone that is being used
purely for experimental purposes, it is
worth while to go to the little extra trouble
of making a scroll-cut join in the cone that
you finally adopt as a result of your experi-

| ments. Fig. 4 shows how the necessary

arcs are marked out. First of all, a segment
of the desired angle is marked out by ruling
straight radial lines in the
ordinary way; then the point
of the compasses is placed on
v each of these lines in turn, and
arcs described as shown in Fig. 4.
The inner pair of arcs, which
must pass through the centre

[0 13

of the development circle, have a

DRAWING-PIN

Fig. 5.—A simple method of marking
out circles.

apexes of these angles. There is no necessity
to make up a separate cone for each
different diameter you wish to try out, if
you adopt the simple expedient shown in
Fig. 3. The cone paper is marked out with
a number of concentric development
circles, instead of only one ; the radius of
the smallest circle may be that needed to
form a cone, say, 6ins. in diameter, and
that of the largest circle may be suitable
for a cone, say, 16ins. in diameter.

To start with, cut round the largest
eircle, and make up into a cone 16in. in
diameter with an apex angle of, say, 90
degrees. After noting carefully the effect of
reproduction with this diameter, you can

radius [equal to a little more
than half the radius of the
latter. Supposing, for example,
the radius of the development
circle to be 10in., the centres
of the ares might be located at
a distance of, say, 6in. from the
centre of the circle. The outer pair of
arcs have a radius, say, $in. or §in. greater,
to allow for an overlapping join. The
development disc and segment are cut out
along the continuous lines in Fig. 4. The
dotted lines indicate how the edges of the
curved segment overlap to make a join
when they are brought together to form a
cone.

In the absence of proper drawing instru-
ments, the circles (or arcs) can be marked
out by means of the simple expedient
shown in Fig. 5. The strip of paper is
pivoted at the centre of the desired circle
by means of a drawing-pin; a small hole
for the pencil point is pierced in the strip
at a distance from the drawing-pin equal to
the radius of the,circle that is to be de-
scribed. The pencil and strip of paper are
then swung round in a complete revolution
about the drawing-pin that acts as a pivot,
and a perfect circle is thus described on the
cone-paper.

ELECTRIC GRAMOPHONE MOTOR

NE of the most important units in the
building of a radio gramophone is
the electric turntable motor, and too

muéh ecare cannot be taken over its selec-
tion. As far as the gramophone side of the
instrument is concerned, the motor is the
prime source of the reproduced sound, and
only first-class performance can be toler-
ated. The existence of a poor motor is
rapidly evident even to the untrained
musical ear. The fact that the motor is
also oric of the most expensive items in the
equipment adds further weight to the need
for careful buying.

Electric gramophone motors on the
market fall into two broad classes, aceord-
ing -as to whether they are used on direct
or alternating current circuits. A.C. motors
are cheaper, and generally more satisfac

. By S. F. PHILPOTT, AMIEE

tory in every way for radio gramophone
work than a direct current type.

Motors for direct current are usually
termed “ Universal,” because they are also
suitable for running on alternating current
circuits, with slight modification, and are,
therefore, useful where an instrument is to
be moved from place to place.

A universal motor should never be
chosen for alternating current use only,
because the purely A C. motors, besides
being cheaper, are definitely better

A.C. Motors
There are two types of A.C. motor, the

A Discussion on
the Various Types

synchronous and the induction. The
synchronous is the cheapest of all electric
motors on account of its simplicity. There
are two types—self-starting and non-self-
starting. As the name implies, the turn-
table of the non-self-starting type has to be
given a “ flick ”” with the hand to start it.
The self-starting type is switched on like
any other type of motor. The principal
characteristic of the synchronous motor is
that its speed is fixed by the frequency of
the electricity supply, and cannot be varied
by the user.

From the point of quality of reproduc-
tion this is an advantage, because to get
the best results records should be played
at the same speed at which they were cut,
and this is the set speed of the motor. A

(Continued at foot of page 818.)
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T the risk of being considered some-
thing of a pedant, I must confess
to a great love and respect for the

English language, and to a conviction that
technical terminology ought to conform to
the best traditions of our mother tongue.
It is, therefore, always a shock to me when
I come across a scientific or technical term
which betrays either a wilful disregard of
the niceties of English, or loose-thinking
on the part of those who coin the words.
It is to be regretted that these words have
become so far accepted in the realm of our
mutual hobby that writers are now more or
less forced to use them, otherwise they run
a grave risk of being misunderstood by
readers.

However, let us examine the situation,
for the jargon of radio is full of such mis-
nomers. This to a great extent, is due
to the rapidity with which the new science
has.- devcloped, calling for new words
which have to be invented hastily and
without due forethought. Some of the
older terms, again, were quite appropriate
when originally applied, but owing to more
recent developments or discoveries their
aptness and first significance have dis-
appeared. You will want me to substanti-
ate my criticisms; well, it will not be
difficult.

¢ Wireless >> and “-Waves *’

To begin with, one of the most popular
names for our secience is, perhaps, the
worst misnomer of all. * Wireless "—was
there ever.a more inapt word ? I should
hesitate, offhand, to venture a guess at the
number of yards of wire employed for the
leads, the resistances, the coils and trans-
former windings in the average receiver.
“ Radio,” if you please—not “ wireless.”
Then the radio ‘‘ waves > about which so
much has been said and written. This term
should never be employed by those who
do not realise that in the radio wave there
is nothing which approaches the physical
motion associated with the waves of the
seashore. Radio waves are simply rhythmic
variations in the intensity of the electric
field sct up by the transmitting aerial, and
we might say that their only connection
with sea waves is their periodic character.
It is true that at the moment I cannot
suggest a better word, but the existing
term should only ke applied with due mental
reservations.
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The signals intercepted by your aerial
are led down to the aerial * terminal > of
the receiver, which is not a terminal at all.
A terminal is-surely the point wherc some-
thing terminates, while the milled-headed
nut and threaded stem which masquerades
under this title is simply a connecting
screw for joining two pieces of apparatus
together. Then your receiver is tuned by
means of a * condenser ” which does not
condense ; it simply stores energy for a
minute space of time and releases it again,
much in the same way as a coiled spring
stores and releases energy.
¢ Valve,”” ¢ Tube >’ and ‘‘ Lamp >’

The nomenclature of those wonderful
productions termed ‘‘ valves” is repleto
with misnomers. Very few valves are
truly and simply valves in the original
sense of the word—which is a piece of
apparatus permitting a flow in one direction
only. A diode rectifier is a true valve—
and so is the metal rectifier, and a erystal
detector for that matter. But the three-

electrode valve, the screened-grid valve and

the pentode add to their non-return pro-
perty, many of the functions of a throttle
valve, a governor valve or a sensitive relay,
for not only is the current passing through
them unidirectional, but its intensity is
varied and regulated by the electrie pres-
sure applied to the grid and also the anode.
The name ‘ tube ” which our American
cousins employ, is not now strictly apt.
It is a relic of the original experiments
with evacuated tubes which played so
prominent a part in the discoveries leading
up to the development of thermionic cur-
rents. The French term—* Lamp “—is
still less suitable, although it serves as a
reminder that the first valves was developed
as the direct result of experiments with
faulty electric lamps.

Coming now to the *filament” of a
directly heated valve, this should really
be called the cathode. The fact that it 1s
a fine thread or filament is merely incidental,
while in an indirectly heated valve the fila-
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ment should be called the * heater.” Again,
in most valves the term “ plate” is a
misnomer. The anode of the first valves
certainly was a plate of metal, but cylindrical
anodes were quickly introduced. A few
valves even now have plate shaped anodes,
but there are usually two such plates.
Others retain cylindrical anodes, some have
rectangular box-like structures, while in
many of the latest types, especially in large
output valves, the anode is composed of
nickel gauze which presents a large surface
for the dissipation of heat.

It is a moot point whether the * auxiliary

grid >’ of a pentode and the screening grid

of a four-electrode valve should strictly
be considered as a grid or an auxiliary anode.
It is true that it is of grid formation, but
it is maintained at a high positive poténtial,
and current flows to it from the cathode
within the valve. In. the anode circuit of
your detector valve there will be, in all
probability, a ‘! transformer.”” But what
does it transform ? Electricity 7 Well,
electrical energy is passed into the primary
winding—so there is no transformation in
that. It will be agreed that most trans-
formers ‘ take in’’ a comparatively large
current at a low voltage and give out a
smaller current at a correspondingly higher
voltage, but this is scarcely a transforma:
tion, either. No, a transformer is simply a
voltage amplifier if it has a step-up ratio or a
(ciurrent amplifier if the ratio is a step-
own.,

¢ Detection’’ ; “ Impedance **

By the way, the detector valve itself is a
bit of a hypocrite, for it detects nothing.
What it does is to suppress alternate half-
waves of the radio frequency signal and
amplify the remaining half. Its action,
thereforc, partakes of the nature of a
rectifier and of an amplifier. In' anode
bend * detection” the radio frequency
signal is first amplified and then rectified,
while in leaky grid detectors the rectifica-
tion occurs first and the amplification
occurs at audio frequency. One of the
constants of a valve is called its
‘“impedance.” Another misnomer, for
engineers have agreed that the word
“‘ impedance ’shall be applied to a property,’
analogous to resistance, but varying with
the frequency of an alternating current:

(To be continued.)

HUDDERSFIELD RADIO RESEARCH SOCIETY
‘The above soclety iz now known as The Hudders-
field Branch of the A.A.R. and T.8. Our branch
membership Is 2s. 6d. per anpum. We have arranged
a scries of five lectures on Television and these will
not be highly technical, but of an easy understandable
nature. We are also arranging to visit Moorside
Edge Transmitting Station. The first Television
talk will be given on January 19, 1933, in our meeting
room. Also, should we receive sufficient enquiries,
a special Beginners’ Night will be held. The 8ecre-
tary’s address is 10, West Grove Avenue, Dalton,
Huddersfleld.—(J. Suteliffe, Chairman.)

H. F. AMPLIFIERS

An interesting lecture was given by Mr. Carter
{Messrs, Mullard Wireless Service Co.) on the above
subject at a recent meeting of the Southall Radio
Society. The evolution of the H. F. Amplifier was
discussed and its development followed from pre-
broadcasting days. Mr., Carter indicated that future
rcquirements would demand improved reception
condltions in the receivers, and the present trend of
design was to arrange for the inclusion of automatic
volume control and noise suppression. The discussion
which followed the lecture clearly indicated the interest
with which these latter statements were received.—
Hon, Secretary, H. Rayner, 114, North Rd., Southall.

SHORT-WAVE LISTENING LEAGUE

It may interest some readers who are short-wave
listeners, to know of the Short Wave Listening League,
of which 1 am a member.  We were up to lately known
as the Short Wave Listening Station. Our organisa-
tion, whose object is to further the cause of amateur

and profe.sslonnl interest in short and ultra short wave
work, is willing to collaborate with any organisation

or institute of Radio Science. The subseription fee is
2s, 6d. per annum for all members, and any member,
who wishes to take part in an American amateur
transmission reception test shortly to be held is asked
to subscribe 1s. towards prlzes. Another branch of
our work is the exchange of reports between members.

A report of anything heard on the short waves is
sent in every month to headquarters and in return,
members receive copies of other reports sent in. We
hope shortly to possess a fuily equipped technical
laboratory specially fitted for - experimental and
research work, and should be pleased to accept any
donation to this end in the shape of measuging instru-
ments or apparatus from members or ¢dmmercial
manufacturers interested in our work. All members
will receive a report of any developments taking

lace in this class of work. The dhector of the

.W.L.L. i3 B. Dyson, headquarters, 213, Green Lane,
Rawmarsh, Rotherham, Yorks, and intcading, mem-
bers should communicate direct to him and enclose a

stamped addressed envelope for reply.—(Hector
Lawson, Secretary.)
SLADE RADIO

A lecture on *‘ Photo electric cells and gas filled
relays ’’ was given by Mr. F. Inchley, of Messrs. The
General Electric Co., Ltd., at the meeting of the above
society held recently. Commencing with the cells
the following Items were covered: visible light,
radiations in the ether, sound waves-and speeds,
speed of ether radiations, light frequencies, chemicai
construction of matter, construction of the atom and
light's effect on electrons. Then followed a descrip-
tion of the various elements used, cathodes, emission,
sensitivity and construction of cells. An experiment,
was then carried out by means of a model showing hogv
the headlights of a car could be used to open the doors
of a garage and switeh on the interlor lights, also a
few of the applications of photo elcetric cells were
described. e lecturer then described a mew gas-
filled relay which will pass up to .6 of an amp. Two
of these can be used to change A.C. to D.C. and also

‘they can be controlled by photo electric cells, the

voltage on the grid, or capacity effects. Several
interesting experiments were ecarried out including
that of the capacitive effect of the body controlling
the lighting of a 60 watt lamp. The lecturs provet
exceedingly intercsting and was thoroughly enjoyed
by those present,

| ANOTHER GREAT FREE |
i GIFT COMING SHORTLY!
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DIAL

ONTROL—

val

SHORT TIME ago I built a * screen-
grid four” and used the ordinary
type of variable condensers and

dials. Thinking that a ganging system
would make the tuning
much simpler, 1 suc-
ceeded in fixing one up
at very little trouble
or expense, in the fol-
Jowing manner. From
a piece of ply }in. thick
1 cut six dises of 4in.
diameter, together with
two of 5%in. diameter.
By gluing together
three small dises and
one large one, a drum
with a thumb control
was formed, and this
was drilled to fit the
spindle of one of the
‘variable eondenscrs.
The necessary fixing
screw for this drum was
a thin woodlscrew with
the point filed down.

“BRACKET

controls, I fixed the condensers in position by
meansof twosmall bolts througheach bracket.

DRUM FIXED TO MOVING VANES
THUMS BIAL FIXED TO FIXED VANES

NN
GANGED CONTROL TO ROTOR gzorze =224
NN

The remaining three
small discs were glued
together in a like man-
ner, and a similar
fixing screw provided.
Out of a piece of alu-
minium I made two
brackets and fixed
them on to the con-

densers, one firmly and

By E S. JOHNSTON
i

the odd thumb control by means of the
panel fixing nuts provided, and slipped the
drum on the spindle. The combined drum
and thumb control was then fixed to the
spindle of the right

hand condenser. A
turn or two of in-
sulation tape round

each drum was suf-
ficient to provide a
good belt grip. The
belt was a piece of
3in. tape kept tight
by means of a piece
of elastic. A strip of
paper to take the
name of each identified
station was gummed
to the tape. The right
hand thumb control
works the moving
vanes of both con-
densers and the left
hand  control works
the fixed vanes of the
left hand condenser,

CONSTRUCTIONAL
DETAILS OF
LEFT-HAND DIAL

the other in such a
manner that it was
permitted to move
freely. )

After cutting in the panel a window and
also the two slits for the projecting thumb

=7 P g T providing  for
STBA::AOSVERIEE Keccsm t;utr;mm.g.
SLOTTED DRUMS WRAPPED 8 omter 1n
SCREEN O i P centrep of the
i window indicates the
Bl name of the station
LAMP to which the set is
tuned. Since a few
turns of insulation
- - 1 x :,iape roglxlld _ either
—t 34 - rum  wi increase
\___ .

r red

Details .of the uni-dial control. get:vcelxllce tt,h}feﬁz.lnn;gl

Fixing the Drum Conirols
To the left hand condenser I then fixed

perfect relation may
be thus obtained between the two con-

densers.

ELECTRIC GRAMOPHONE MOTORS:
(Continued from page 816.)

variable speed motor may casily be several

revolutions fast or slow without being

noticed, but to the detriment of the repro-

duced music.

On the other hand, particularly with
dance records, it is frequently desired to
play them above and below speed, and for
this, of course, the synchronous motor is
not desirable.

The synchronous mator can be made
very shallow in construction, and models
are available in which the windings are
actually contained in the turntable itself.

Induction motors possess the advantages
of wvariable speed. They are governed
mechanically, and are more expensive than
the synchronous type. They also take
slightly more current to run, but this is not
a serious disadvantage, as no type of
gramophone motor is costly in this respect.
The induction motor has no rubbing con-
tacts or brushes, and rarely causes any
interferences with reproduction due to
magnetic induction.

Universal Motors

This is the most expensive class, both in
cost and running. Owing to their greater
complication, it is also the most trouble-
some type, although little trouble is likely
to be experienced with modern makes of

repute. The universal motor usually com-
prises a small electric motor similar in con-
struction to the ordinary power type, such
as used in fans, sewing machines, etc.,
coupled to the turntable by belt, gear or
direct valve. The speed of the turntable is
regulated by a centrifugal governor.

In order to keep down the speed of the
motor, it is usual practice to reduce its
voltage, and for this purpose a resistance is
always included with the outfit. This has
to be set to the approximate voltage before
use. Generally, the setting for a given
voltage on alternating current differs from
that for a similar voltage of direct cur-
rent. The setting must be carefully done
or -noise, faulty playing and overheating
will result.

Goneral Notes on Buying

Having outlined the various types avail-
able, we will now consider the various
points to watch in buying any type of elec-
tric gramophone motor.

The motor must have an ample reserve
of power so that it will play the heaviest
passage in any record without slowing up.
The best test is to take a 12-in. record
which has a loud opening passage, and play
this over several times, listening intently
for any sign of “ flatting,” denoting a weak
or badly governed motor. If desired, con-
stancy or otherwise, of the speed, can be

{ irmly, while running,

“observed by means of a stroboscopic disc,

but the writer prefers, and recommends,
relying on the ear rather than the cye.

A good test record is Marche Militaire,
Columbia 9919. Another test for power is
to grip the top of the turntable spindle
with finger and
thumb. It should be difficult to stop it
unless excessive pressure is applied. If it
is easily stopped the motor is probably
weak. Governing is another important
factor. Long, sustained single notes, such
as piccolo, flute or bells, should be repro-
duced without any sign of vibration,
tremolo, or “ dither.”

One of the best test records for governing
is the reverse side of the one mentioned
above, viz.,, Villanelle. A gramophone
motor must be silent in running, and various
makes differ in this respect. Motors whose
armatures or rotor8 run at turntable speed
are generally better than high-speed motors
with reduction gearing in this respect, but
are generally more expensive. There are
two kinds of noise—mechanical, emanating
from, gears, brushes (in universal motor) or
elsewhere, and magnetic hum. A motor
showing signs of noise should be rejected
as such noise will in all probability develop.
Remember, too, that a motor which may
sound ‘‘ passable” in a large shop may
seem very noisy in the quiet of the drawing-

room at home,
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Valve Decay

OST users of radio sets are now well
aware of the fact that after a cer-

tain length of time (generally from

eighteen months to two years), the valves

begin to wear out. . But the process takes

place so slowly that it is often difficult to

know just how bad they are or whether it |
would be worth while to replace them with

new ones. Other valves are not always

available for comparison, but if a milliam-

meteris to hand, it is possi-
ble to check them with fair
aceuracy. When the valves
are first bought, they should
be put in the set and a
milliammeter connected in
the anode eircuit of each in
turn by joining the meter
between the H.T. positive
terminal and the corres-
ponding terminal of the
anode coupling component
(transformer, choke, speak-
er, ete.). Make a note of the
current registered for each
valve and also of
the exact H.T. and
G.B. voltages in
use.

Subse quently,
when it is suspected
that thevalves may perecmon vawve Howee
be losing their
efficiency the tests Fig. l.—How to insert
should be repeated, @ meter in the anode
taking care to use circuit of a detector .
the same Dbattery valve.
voltages as before.

If any valve passes appreciably less or more
current than when new, it can safely be
considered unsatisfactory for further ser-
vice. Generally, senile decay will be denoted
by a fall in current, but, occasionally, a
power valve will pass more current due to
it having become slightly * soft.”” The
above-mentioned tests can, of course, be
applied with greater accuracy if a reliable
voltmeter is available to make sure that-
H.T. and G.B. voltages are identical for
hoth tests.
Tuning by Sight
HERE are times when it is not desirable
to tune-in the set by ear, and even
when the dial reading for any station is

JOTTINGS FROM MY
NOTEBOOK
By “DETECTOR”’

LI TTITTT S
FTITTITITITLL

known, a certain amount of final adjusb-
ment to the tuning' condenser is nearly
always necessary. Do you know that it is

possible to tune *“ by sight > ? The method

=+

B consists of connect-
ing a milliam-
meter, having a full
scale deflection of
abgut 5 milliamps,
in the anode circuit
> of "~ the detector
mwamvete’ valve., When the set
is not tuned to a
station the meter will give a reading corres-
ponding to the steady anode current con-
sumed by the detector valve. But as the
tuning condenser approaches the wave-
length of a station, the needle will move until
it reaches a position of maximum deflec-
tion, when the set is exactly in tune with
the transmission. If the approximate
tuning position is known, the station can
accurately be tuned in with the speaker
disconnected. After tuning, the speaker
can be connected up, and no further tuning
adjustments will be required.

The method is also useful when searching
for distant stations, because the latter can
often be located by a change in anode cur-

3» rent, even though they are not

100,000 0

001 MF

CHOKE

3>
heard in the speaker. Thus,
signals can be brought up to full
strength without running any risk

- of oscillating. Incidentally,
TOSEY. oscillation would be indi-
cated by a sudden (in
contrast - to a steady)
change in anode current. The
best position for the meter is

S

of ancedle-scratch filter.

PICK UP Fig.2.—The components and connections

between the H.F. choke and the
L.F. coupling transfortwer, as
shown in Fig. 1.

Eliminating Needle Scratch
ESPITE the many advances that have
been made in respect to the electrical
reproduction of gramophone records, the
annoying ‘* hiss,” caused by needle scratch,
is often present when using an amplifier in
which no provision has been made for its

elimination. The hiss does not consist
entirely of a single frequency, but is a mix-
ture of various frequencies. But as these
are in excess of about 4 kilocycles they can
generally be removed by means of*a suitable
filter. The simplest kind of filter consists
of a fixed condenser and variable resistance
connected in series across the pick-up ter-
minals, and I gave particulars of this in a
recent note.

A simple filter of that kind is not always
sufficient, especially when the pick-up has
a ‘“‘resonance peak ”’ in the region of the
scratch frequencies—and very many pick-
ups have. A more effective filter in such
cases is one consisting of a tuned circuit
made up of a choke and condenser. These

latter are connected in series between the
pick-up terminals, as shown in Fig. 2.
Although not essential, it is better to in-

W

v %

4.8A SCREW

L}
EBONITE ROD

Fig. 3.—The former for the choke shown in
Fig. 2.

clude a variable resistance in series with the
choke-condenser combination, so that the
effect- of the filter can be varied within
certain limits. Suitable values for the
resistance and condenser are indicated on
the circuit diagram, whilst the choke can
be made very easily by winding about
10,000 turns of 38 gauge enamelled wire
on a spool made to the approximate dimen-
sions given in Fig. 3. So that the optimum
inductance can be chosen for any pick-up,
it is best to take tappings after, say, 5,000
and 8,000 turns.

As the scratch is eliminated there will,
of necessity, be a slight attenuation of
high notes of similar frequency to the
scratch, but by carefully adjusting the
variable resistance, it will be possible to
find a position at which needle scratch is
reduced to a minimum without entailing
too great a loss of high note reproduction.



~ January 14th, 1933

A Mains Transformer Fault

RECENTLY came across a rather

unusual, though interesting, fault in
a home-made 4-valve A.C. receiver. After
switching on, a period of quite two minutes
elapsed before reproduction attained its
normal volume. It appeared fairly certain
that the fault was confined to the cathode
heater circuit, so I measured the voltage
across the * 4-volt > low-tension winding,
and found that it was actually slightly less
than 3} volts.

The mains transformer was honie-made,
and the design given in a recent number of
Pracrica. WIRELESS had been followed.
1 therefore assumed that the number of
turns for the L.T. windings had been
counted wrongly, and dismantled the
transformer to verify my assumption.
I was not quite right ; the proper number
of turns had been used, but the last five
were short circnited. The short was caused
by the use of enamelled wire of which the
insulation had cracked due to the wire
being bent to a sharp angle at the corner of
the winding bobbin. Anyhow, PracticaL
WIRELESS was not to blame, because it was
pointed out in the article that cotton-
covered wire should he used for low-tension
windings.

Another Way to Improve Selectivity

ANY readers who have a fairly old set,
which is not sufficiently selective for
present-day conditions, might find that it
can be improved by changing from the
more usual * grid leak ” detection to that
known as ‘ anode bend.” The alteration
of the set is a very simple matter and can
be made as follows : Remove the grid leak
and condenser, and join the grid terminal of
the detector valve-holder to that coil ter-
minal to which the grid condenser was pre-
viously connected; disconnect the other
end of the coil from the earth wire and from
the coil terminal take a flexible lead to the
grid-bias battery. It might, in some cases,
also be desirable to connect a .1 mfd. con-
denser between the grid-bias tapping and
earth to act as a by-pass. The connections
are shown diagrammatically in Fig. 4, where
the previous ones are indicated by broken
lines.

An anode bend-detector is not quite so
sensitive as one operating on the leaky
grid system, but its efficiency is com-
paratively high if care is exercised in choos-
ing the correct grid-bias voltage. It might
be added that contemporary opinion is not
in favour of anode bend detection, because
it is supposed to introduce more distortion
than the leaky grid method. But this need
not deter anyone from trying it, for the
difference in quality as between the two
systems can only be observed in an ex-
tremely well-designed, up-to-date set. Even
then the difference is by no means obvious
to any except the expert musician.

Diode Detection
IF you are particularly anxious to obtain
perfect reproduction (if there is such a
thing) and are prepared to buy trans-
formers and loud-speaker capable of doing
justice to the full range of harmonic fre-
quencies, you should certainly try * diode
detection. This is the form ot detection
used in the South Kensington Science
Museum’s “ quality ”’ receiver, and is
recognised as the par excellence. The
diode is really a two-clectrode valve, but
in practice an ordinary three-electrode one
is used, although the anode is left discon-

(Continued on page 822.)
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(BULGIN)

ment in tone and volume.
List No.

LF11

A neat parallel-feed transformer for
chassis mounting. Primary inductance
8o/100 Henries.

THE SENATOR.

As above, but fitted in universal
mounting metal case with terminals.

THE TRANSCOUPLER.

A complete parallel-feed Unit with
wire-wound resistances and condenser
incorporated. Specified in this season’s
outstanding receivers.

LF12

LF.i0

Send for latest 80-page catalogue
Enclose 2d. postage.

Telephone -
Grangewood 3206.

6/9
116

!!N’,
3

ALLOY
v e LLFCOUPLERS

By their introduction, early in the season,
a ‘“ New Era of L.F. Amplification ” was
achieved. They replace the old type

transformers and give marked improve-

THE CONNOISSEUR. Pr;ce

Grangewood 3267.
A. F. BULGIN & Co., Ltd., ABBEY RD., BARKING, ESSEX.

|

Makes all the difference to Enjoyment
and Economy. No skill required with
this instrument. ¢ The Wireless World *?
describes it as ¢“ the most comprehensive.”’
The ONLY popular priced insfrument
testing resistances, as well as voltage of
H.T. and L.T. Batteries, valves, trans-
formers, coils, condensers, shorf circuits,
distortion, ete, FOUR readings on one
dial (1) 0-150 v. for H.T. (2) 0-6 v. for
L.T. (3) 0-30 milliamps (4) resistance test
0-2,000 ohms. Of all Wireless Dealers,
Ironmongers, ete., including 4-page im-
struction leafiet.

WATES 126

Universal Meter

BRITISH MADE BY EMICOL, LONDON

3int ET METER, L.T. (06 v.

H:?- (Pogg:oxv.) Xr::d 0-30 milli(am;s). 8,6
Pocket case for same, 1/3.
Explanatory Leaflets post free.

WATES RADIO Ltd.

184-8, Shaftesbury Avenue,
London, W.C.2.

Protection!

Fit a Belling-Lee Screen
Grid Anode Connector
and Save Your
Valves

COMPLETELY in-

sulated. Even if end
carrying  H.T.
touches exposed
metal parts at Earth
potential, the valve and
. supply are safe.
Screw the socket portion
on to 5.G. Anode Ter-
minal in place of nut,
and plug in. Strong
connection, compact.

a@q

Reg. Design 771548,

.
Cheaper model tofit under existing Write for
nut on valve top and plug inside- ‘copy of
ways. Care must be taken not to “RADIO
remove terminal nut while con- CONNEC-
nector is plugged on, but in other 8 TIONS >
respects this type of S.G. Anode Bhdlilore
Connector is perfectly safe, Roilel
Anode Connectors are also useful ® Post

for Pentode Valves, Tapped Coils, FREE.
and for quick hook ups.

No.1029. S.G.AnadeConnector  Price 2d -ach,

 BELLING-LEE |

FOR EVERY RADIOCONNECT!ON_J

Advut, of Belling & Lee, Ltd., Cambridge Artersal
Road, Enfield, Middlesex.

|




WHEN YOUR
LOCAL STATION
IS WORKING

FiIX |
A IN
YOUR
AERIAL

A PIX will cut out your focal station and bring in

loud and clear fereign stations previcusly swamped

and without interterence. Better and cheaper

than wavetraps and other complicated gadgets.

Over 1,000,000 listeners are gefting better radio
with a PIX.

OVER A MILLION AERIALS

PERMANENT H.T.

dealers or cend postal order
direct to The British Pix Co.,
. Ltd. (Dept. 374), 118/28, South-

wark Street, London, S.E.1,

Offered under a full guarantee
of Saiisfaction, or money back.
WHY YOU SHOULD BUY THE
STANDARD
Leclanche Self-Charging
PERMANENT H.T. BATTERY

Actual test is the best proof of merit. You

may order the STANDARD with confidence

because whether you pay cash or deferred
terms we guarantee to refund your money

if, for any reason, you return the battery to

us within 7 days. “Thus, you may, instal the

STANDARD and judge for yourself how

much better it brings in difficult stations :how

its level current gives silent background:

how it recharges itself when the set is shut
down. Remember, too, these benefits are

PERMANENT because the eventual re-

placement after very many months of use is

merely a matter of changing cartridges at a

few pence each.

Popular Type Battery for Ordinary Sets
Auy voltage. nrogy M5, Noi3size. 12,500

Any capacity. milliamp  capacity. 3 7,8
Down :

126 volts, 84 cells.
Price, complete
without trays i
Tray containers extra if reguired.
Other capacities 2,000 to 25,000 milliamps.
DESCRIPTIVE BOOKLET POST FREE.

STANDARD BATTERY CO., Dept. N.W,,
184-138, Shaftesbury Avenue, London, W.C.2,
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RADIO RAMBLINGS
(Continued from page 821.)
nected. The circuit of a diode detector,
followed by a low frequency amplifier, is
shown in Fig. 5. Reaction is not generally
employed with a valve of this-kind, but it
can be if desired, by connecting the anode as
shown by broken lines. To obtain best results
the two .0001 mfd. pre-set condensers must
be carefully adjusted. A diode will handle a
large grid swing without overloading and is as
good in this respect as the power grid detec-

{ tor. Ithasa great a,dvantage over the latter,
.| however, in that it does notrequire -
{ a high anode voltage. :In fact, it

does not require any anode voltage
at all unlcss reaction is used and

(GRID CONDENSER

H.F.C

JJanuary @h, 1933_

following seven stations, all of which
are -coming” in with particular constancy
just now : Miami (W10D) on 230.6 metres ;
Rochester. (WHAM) on 260.7 metres;
Atlantic « City (WPG) on:272.6 metres :
Springfield, Massachusetts:(WBZ) on 302.8
metres ; Pittsburgh (KDKA) on 305.9
metres ; New York City (WABC).on 348.6
metres; New York (WEAF) on -454.3
metres. The best. way to find them is to
make a note of the dial settings for European
stations of simijlar wavelengths and use the
settings as *landmarks.”” Unlike Earopean
L F stations, the Americans always
" - announce their call signs. In this
respect ‘it should be remembered
that they- pronounce the letter
“Z” as “Zce.” It is not usually
difficult to recognize the stations reccived,
because in America the announcers are

negligible. It has one scrious disadvantage,
however, in that it is less sensitive than
either the leaky grid or power grid detector, '
and in consequence an extra stage of L.F.
amplification is nearly always necessary.:
But a 4-valve set consisting of an S.G.-
Diode-2 L.F. combination will-give all the
volume necessary for mest purposes.

Good American Stations

I HAVE several times suggested that you
should run round the dials some night

after midnight to see how many American

stations you can “ bag.” If you haven’t

already acted on my suggestion, * there is

o
s
it

stesecamnasarmmns

-

X

bound by law to give the name of their
:'- : station at intervals of not more than fifteen
: GRID = minutes, i
TOAERIAL LEAK £

(\’IZ&CE" £ A Variable Condenser Fault
: P e AKELITE . diclectric .variable . con-
densers of the type generally sold for
reaction purposes are,
lmf ) |7+ on the whole, very
. BY PASS, | reliable components,
E dr—tg —> LT~ but I rccently hap-
even then its con- \L Fig. 4 —The connections required when bened "6n one ' that
sumption of HT. G.B~ changing over lo anode bend detection. Was & real curse. It
current is quite . was fitted in a sen-

sitive Det-2 L.F. receiver with which rec-
action control was rather critical, and
although everything went well whilst the
fingers were held on the reaction knob, the
set howled immediately they werc taken
away. ‘ Elementary, my dear Watson,” you
may say, ““a simple case of hand-capacity.”
But was it 2 No, because when another
reaction condenser was fitted the trouble
ceased. Examination revcaled the fact
that there was a good deal of side play
in the spindle mounting so that the moving
vanes were ‘rocked” when any weight
was put on the operating knob, and the
capacity varied fairly considerably in
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" REACTION WINDING,

Fig. 5.—Skeleton circuit of a diode detector followed by an L.F. stage.

no time like the present.”” American
stations are romping in and it does not necd
an ultra-sensitive set to get them. Per-
haps you have no desire to'listen to Yankee
drawl, but I am sure you would find it very
fascinating to tune in to stations upwards
of 3,000 miles away; I must confess that
I do, although.I first received America
in 1922. But even if-the experience does’
not fascinate you it will make you realize
what excellent programmes the B.B.C. puts
out—compared with those that have to be
endured in Uncle Sam’s country.
Assuming you are interested, I can
strongly recommend you to try for the

"'4 D ) -

SHT

consequence. This is an important point
which should be considered when buying
a solid dielectric reaction condenser.

) D ) D ) DD D |

By F. J. CAMM :—
“25 TESTEDWIRELESS CIRCUITS,” : 96
pages, 1s., o> 1s. 2d. by post.

“ ACCUMULATORS —CHARGING,’ MAIN-
TENANCE and CARE ”: 96 pages, 1s, or
1s, 2d. by post.

“ MODERN WIRELESS SETS.”
Details and wiring diagrams for making 10 sets
of the latest type, 6d., or by post 74d.

All of the above books are obtainable from the
Publisher, Geo. Newnes, Ltd., 8-11, South-

. ampton Street, Strand, W.C.2,
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OW that there are so many new
listeners on the short waves, we
feel justified in again giving details

of a simple method of making short-wave
plug-in coils of proved reliability and yet
extremely simple construction,

There are still many experimenters who
prefer to make their own parts, or as many
as possible, rather than purchase them.
At the same time a distinet saving is
shown in the cost of the set. The first
essential of a short-wave coil is that
the self-capacity must be kept low.
Secondly, the coil must be of rigid con-
struction as a slight wobble will vary
the frequency considerably owing to the
high frequencies being used (see Prac-
TIcAL WIRELESS No. 4:
“ Below 100 Metres ).
Thirdly, the resistance of
the wire must be kept as
low as possible consistent
with the size of the coil.
It is therefore necessary
to use a heavier gauge
wire than is used for the
medium and long wave
bands.

PRACTICAL WIRELESS
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| MAKING SIMPLE SHORT-
| WAVE PLUG.IN COILS |
]

! By R. P. COLE
L y

the plug. These may be bought very
cheaply nowadays. If the ends of the

—_—
—

wire arc carefully bent over the sides of

-

ORTWAVE
ECTION

Care must be taken to connect each coil
in exactly the same way, as if the connec-
tions are reversed the set will not oscillate.

In order to cover the whole of the wave-
lengths in use below 100 metres, it will be
necessary to make probably six coils,
including a loose-coupled aerial " coil, if
one is used. The smallest coil can be either
two or three turns, depending on how low
it is desired to tune. The other five coils
being four, five, eight, ten and twelve

respectively. Six coils of this type can
be made at approximately a quarter
of the cost at, which they can be
purchased. Given a well-designed set,
it i3 quite easy to tune down to 12 or
15 metres using these coils.

r(l-ﬂ.l)-ﬂ-l e - ey

¢ An Interesting g

— A1

= = : Film. {

A L. :

- DAY or two ago

B I had the opportu-
i

nity of seeing a film

issued by the British

The commercial article
i3 usually made of tinned
or enamelled copper wire

77,7777}

of fairly heavy gauge

(No. 16 or No. 18 s.w.g.)

threaded through holes in fibre or celluloid
strip insulators. This keeps the turns
definitely air-spaced and gives rigidity to
the coil. This method may be adopted if
desired, but a simpler, although just as
effective, method is that which is based on
quite an old style of making coils. Also,
the larger coils do not reach to the same
proportions as the commercial coils men-
tioned above.

Construction

On a piece of wood 5in, square and
between }in. and }in. thick draw a circle
3in. in diameter and mark out on the
circle thirteen equally spaced points. Drill
holes through the wood at each of these
points to take 2in. French nails with a
tight fit. Force the nails through the holes
up to their heads. Now, using No: 18
D.C.C. s.w.g. copper wire, start winding
the wire alternatively in and out of each
nail until the desired number of turns are
completed. Gently prise the coil away
from the wood so that lengths of cotton
can be tightly tied round the coil at short
intervals (Fig. 1).

Mounting the Coil

The coil can now be removed either by
lifting it off the ends of the nails or, if the
coil is inclined to stick, by withdrawing each
nail separately. The coil should now be
self-supporting and is ready to mount on

Fig. 1.—Method of building up the coil.

the plug and screwed down to their respec-

tive terminals the coil should be fairly rigid.

It can be made quite firrn by glueing a

narrow strip of empire tape right round the

&Qﬂ a121;1 plug between the socket and pin
ig. 2).

Fig. 2.—How to mount the finished coil on a
two-pin plug.

/ Insulated Cables Co.,
Ltd., of Prescot and
Helsby, showing the
manufacture of cables

of all kinds. The

name of this firm is
well known to all engaged in wireléss,
and the amount of. wireless we would-have
without wire would not be very much.
Paradoxically, then, I suppose the most
important part in our sets is played by
the wire, and the speed with which this
is manufactured is a revelation. The
film shows the production of the uncovered
wire from the eclectrolytic copper ingots,
this being drawn down by innumerable
“ stages ” through wire-drawing machines
to the required gauge, and later the elabor-
ate arrangements for the application of
different kinds of insulating materials.
The paper or braiding insulator is wrapped
on the cables at an incredible speed by
uncanny machines, and we saw great drums
containing tons of cable being dipped
bodily into insulation compounds for
impregnating. We also saw enamelled
wire being made, and there seemed to be
sufficient going through the works to supply
all the aerials in England. Sufficient
to say that the output of enamelled wire
in a month is of a length enough to twice
circle the circumference of the earth,
The wires and cables are moved about the
various departments by battery operated
trucks, some of which are capable of hand-
ling many tons. The film concludes
with views of high-speed erectors assembling
the large numbers of pylons, which are
being used for the Grid Scheme. If the
film comes to your district—see it |
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A Grateful Reader

Sir,—I would just like to write a few
words to thank you for publishing such an
excellent paper. I have taken it for six
weeks, and every page is packed with most
interesting and instructive reading matter.
In the November 19th issue, T. Stephens
described the construction of a dual cone-
speaker. | have been using one made to
these -particulars for two or three days,
and every word that he says about it is
true. The bass response is excellent with-
out boom, and the higher register is very
faithfully reproduced. In fact, moving-
coil output without its disadvantages.—
A REGULAR READER (Lincoln).

The Test Match Broadcast

Sir,~—1 respectfully wish to point out a
slight error that appeared in Jace’s “Round
the World of Wireless,” of this week.

Under the heading * Poste Parisienne
he states that in the recent ball-to-ball
description of the First Test Match broad-
cast from this station, the commentator was
actually in Sydney and was giving a
description of the play as he could see it.

Although I will admit that I also was
deceived originally, it was announced
from Poste Parisienne at the conclusion of
the Saturday’s commentary how the whole
broadecast was being arranged. It was
stated that the sponsors had arranged for
cables to be despatched every few minutes
from Sydney and that Mr. Alan Fairfax
would read them. It wasexplained that the
time interval between despatch and receipt
was approximately six minutes and that
the description therefore was virtually a
running commentary.

I think that most listeners to this series
of broadcasts would agree that the whole
thing was very well put over, but on the
other hand there were at times some sur-
prising leaps in .the scores from moment
to moment, and other apparent flaws that
raised suspicion in the mind of at least one
listener.

I trust that Jace will correct the erroneous
impression his paragraph is likely to create,
—C. J. ToomrsoN (Manor Park).

Topping Up Accumulators

Sir,—With reference to the  article
“Topping Accumulators,” - page 745,
December 31st issue. . .

I think your correspondent has confused
the mixing of water and acid; he having in
nAxin‘;i Concentrated Sulphuric, not Battery

eid. .

ractica

‘rom

- Headers.

" \
etfers

I have taken actual tests with the result,

given below. ‘

Acid, -1:250 sp.-gr., -before addition of

dis. H20, 44 deg. F.

Temp. at Acid and Water line (after
adding H,0), 50 deg. F.

Temp. of Bulk after thorough mixing, |

44 deg. F.

Thus, you will sce that the maximum rise
in temperature is only approximately
6 degs., which I do not consider likely to
crack the glass accumulator, or do any
damage to the plates.—E. VERSEY
(Nottingham).

Dimensions of Components

SIR,—I am a sea-going man and make
wireless my hobby. .I carry one good

portable- with me, one good set at home,.

which I-have dared not touch, and several
CUT THIS OUT EACH WEEK

DO YOUKNOW?

~—THAT the resistance of a wire varies with
its temperature, cspecially in the case of
special Tesistance wires.

—THAT for the above rcason, wire-wound
resistances used for biaslng purposes should
be chosen so that there is no rise in temperature
in use.

—THAT hum troubles in a mains-operated
receiver may be caused acoustically; that is,
through vibration from a trancformer setting
ap microphonie valve hum. q

—THAT the weight of a gramophone pick-
up will affect the quality of reproduction.
—THAT o difference of 10 metres on the short,
waves (50 to 60 metres) is equal to a difference
of 1,000 kilocycles.

~—THAT a difference of 300 metres on the
medium waves (300 to 600 metres) is egnal
to a difference of only 500 kilogycles.
—THAT the ahove two examples prove the
necessity for accnrate tuning in short wave
work, and the necessity for thinking in terms ¢
of frequency instead of wavelength.
~—THAT a correctly designed exponential
hqx]‘n-t.ype loud-speaker is better than a moving-
coil,

—THAT a * permanent *’ gramophone needle
should not be removed from the sound-box
or pick-up uxntil it is worn out.

o ansma

NOTICE

The Editor will be pleased to consider articles of a
practical nature suitable for publication in PRACTIOAL
WIRELESS. Such articles should be written on one side
of the paper only, and should conlain the name and
address of the sender. Whilst the Editor does not hold
himself responsible for manuscripts, every effort will be
made to relurn them if a stamped and addressed envelope
ig enclosed, All correzpondence intended for the Editor
should be addressed : The Editor, PRACTIOAL WIRELESE,
(,};oé é\'cwm-s, Lid,, 8-11, Southampton Street, Strand,

Quing to the rapid progress in the design of wireless
apparatus and to our efforts to kecp our readers in touch
with the latest developments, we give no, warranty that.
apparalus described in our columns is not the sudject of
lettere patent.

'other sets with which I tinker.

-local shops or shop windows.

The Editor does not n-ecessarily agree with opinions expressed by his correspondents

_When
PracTicAL. WIRELESS came on view, I

‘thought it was going to be another one to

soon wear out, but each week it has sur-
prised me. Iam only sorry I did not place
a standing order with some newsagent and
go in for the Encyclopsedia, for I have each
number from the beginning which I have
bought at the bookstalls at Southampton
and Southsea while travelling backward and
forward from the ship to my home. I
expect I am too late for one now, and will
soon be going on a four months’ cruise, but
I will certainly leave an order at the book-
stall before I sail for PracTicar. WIRELESS
and Complete Wireless, of which I have
the first volume bound of the latter. Now
I am coming to the prime reason for writing
to you and I have waited very patiently
for a long time. for it to happen without
writing. Different components are con-
tinually advertised in all the wireless books,
but very seldom do they appear in our
Advertised
in picture form they give one very little
idea of their size. One component in
particular, the electrolytic condenser, should
have ite main dimensions clearly marked
and this applies also to the metal screened
H.F. Choke, and also the parallel-fed trans-
former. Only one firm gives the size of this
latter item, because it is so very small,
but there are many others who do not, too
numerous to mention here. However, I
think you would be doing both the readers
and the manufacturers a good turn if you
printed this letter or words to the same effect
in the best book which comes out each Wed-
nesday morning. Wireless sets have been
utilising smaller baseboards for a long time
now, and if a person knew the right size of
the component advertised he would replace
it on his baseboard or in his portable. Best
wishes to PracricaL. WIRELESS.

In taking a glance through one of your
numbers, the only advertisement I notice
with size of permanent magnet speaker,
diameter and depth is the Ormond; very
necessary sizes are the,dry H.T. battery,
depth of variable condenser, H.T. mains
units, height of screened coils, fixed con-
densers, all types, mains transformers,
screened H.F, chokes, unscreened H.F.
chokes, etc., ete.—S. G. MATTOCKS
(Southsea).

The Old Favourife

SIR,—As an old hand in wireless, who has
fallen to the bait you put out each week, I
cannot fail to note the number of appeals
for something cheap and simple.

The so-called Old Det 2LF circuit will
supply most of the requirements, and if the
owners will spend a little time in learning
how to handle same, they will find that
a great deal of the ether is available.
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Does any other type of set lend itself so
readily to additions, alterations of circuit,
etc., or is so easily adjusted ? -

I have spent many, many happy hours,
pulling down, and rebuilding, often to the
original circuit, after testing fresh ideas,
and at the moment use a Dual Range Cail,
with a four noughts five (.00005) min.,
pre-set condenser in the aerial lead, this
being shorted if desired by an’ ordinary
pull-push switch, and this arrangement
enables me to secure a mass of stations, each
clear of the other, or with such little back-
ground as to be of no consequence.

I ceased many years ago to brag of the

number of stations received, but recently, |

out of curiosity, the round was made, with
the result that twenty-seven stations
were received at satisfactory loud-speaker
strength, surely enough for any home ?—
E. Versey (Nottingham).

That Heterodyre

Sir,—Under the above hcading a reader
whose letter was published in .PracTIiCAL
WireLESss, No. 13, points out some apparent
contradictions which appeared in different
parts of issuc No. 7.  Being personally
responsible for two of the statements, I
feel that some explanation is due from me.
On the face of things the statements that
in the case of stations heterodyning each
other *“ —we listeners can do nothing to
stop it” and * —the heterodyne whistle
can be removed by fitting some kind of tone
control to ‘the set” ocertainly do appear
very conflicting. I think, perhaps, the

est answer I can give is that it is all a
matter of ““ degree ” ; if the heterodyning
i8 of a fairly mild form caused by two
stations separated in frequency by, say,
8 kilocycles, the actual whistle can be
eliminated by means of a tone control or
‘ stopper ”’ (of the kind described on page
352 of Pracrica, WIRELEss, No. 7),
but if the frequency separation is reduced
to only 3 or 4 kilocycles the consequent
interference is more than we can satis-
factorily cope with. To eliminate the
whistle we must adjust our set so that it is
insensitive to sound frequencies similar to
the frequency of the whistle. “When the
latter is above 6,000 cycles (6 kilocyeles)
or.so it can be removed without our losing
very much in the way of the higher musical
notes, but when it is so low as 3,000 cycles
it can only be eliminated at the serious
expensc of ‘ quality,” and, in fact, if the
set were made insensitive to all frequencies
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above 3,000 cycles the reproduction of

music would be unbearably poor whilst
even speech would be far from pleasant. 1

thank Mr. Mann for pointing” out the-

apparent error, and hope my explanation
will clear away the difficulty.—Frang
PrESTON.

Plug-in Coils

Sir,—I am glad to note in the December
31st issue of your paper that the question
of a circuit employing plug-in coils is likely
to receive your attention when opportunity
permits, and I welcome the news. 1 possess
some perfectly sound coils made by one of
the firms having a very high standing in
the radio world. I don’t so much mind
the coil changing, hut if some means could
be devised whereby a wave-change switch
could be incorporated, so much the better.
Another point which oceurs to me is that
short-wave coils could be made to usc in
the same receiver, and this would be of
added interest to those wishful to experi-
ment in this class of reception. I like your
paper and appreciate the drawings, which
are clear and free from * fussiness.”’—
GEORGE HARDIE (Sale).

¢ Stars and Studios ”’

Sir,—Your columns revealed a con-
troversy between readers who only want
practical articles and readers who ask for a
few of the entertainment type. I unhesi-
tatingly side myself with my Paddington
namesake and write myself down as being
in favour of articles on stars and studios.—
W. Evaxns (Erdington).

Congratulations

Sir,—After s0 many letters congratu-
lating you on your paper, perhaps my letter
will appear to be rather late, but still I
must congratulate you. It is of general
interest to everyone because it deals with
every subject in simple language, but what
about a super-het ? 1 use a 7-valver and
a super-het. short-wave converter, and the
American stations come over well after
12 p.m. on the medium waves. Let me
congratulate Mr. Chapple on his real plain
talk article on television. I hope he will
crown his article by describing a real easy
way to make a cheap televisicn set which
will work without that enormous amplifier
described in ‘ Television ” by him ; also
could not some of the parts be made by the
constructor himself ? Wishing every suc-
cess to your paper.—G. A. B. (Liverpool),

Building the Selectone Battery Three
(Co;xlirxutd from page 8071}

by laying the end of the wire on a flat
surface, pressing the edge of a knife against
the insulation and slowly rolling the wire
over. After cutting through the insulation
the waste piece can be drawn off with the
thumb nail. Next make a good loop with
a pair of round nose pliers, bending the
wire in a clockwise direction so that it
will be gripped firmly as the terminal nut
is screwed down. It is best to make the
loop a good fit on the terminal shank.
If you feel like making a rather better
job you can flatten the looped part of the
wire by laying it on a hard surfice and
giving it a light blow with a hammer.
The holes in the baseboard through which
the wires pass are most easily made with a
5:32in. twist drill, but can be made with a
large bradawl if a suitable hand driil is
not available.

There are four flexible wires passing

through the baseboard—three to the grid
bias battery and one to the aerial tuner.
The easiest way to deal with these is to
“gplit ” a length of twin flex, scrape the
insulation away from one end for a dis-
tance of in. or so, twist the strands of
bare wire tightly together and then form
a loop. Now attach the loop to the appro-
priate terminal underneath the baseboard
and by trial find the proper length of wire
required. Cut off, and strip the insulation
from the other end; bend the bare end
of wire back and bind it round the end of
the insalation. It can then be gripped in
the wander plug by pushing it in the side
hole of the insulated knob, and screwing
up the brass split pin. When all the
wiring is complete carefully check it over
in conjunction with the wiring plans;
make sure that it is quite correct, and that
all the terminals are tightly serewed down.

Next week I will give full- particulars
as to how the Selectone should be connected
up and how to obtain the best results from it.
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BUILD your oW&
Mains Unit—

Here's an interesting job for a rainy
evening ! Build your own Mains Unit
and run your Radio from the Mains.
With a Heayberd Assembled Kit this is
an easy task. All components are supplied
assembled and mounted on the metal
base. YOU simply wire-up; screw- |
terminals dispense with soldering. Point-
to-point blue-print and instructions pro-
vided, Sterling Heayberd components
compiete in neat steel case. A.C. models
incorporate Westinghouse Rectifiers,

HEAYBERD C.150 KIT

Alternative Outputs :
25 ma. at 120 or 150v.

Tappings :
40/110v. Var. S.G,,
60/130v. Var. and 150v.

fixed. -
Price .. .. 76/~

GUARANTEED
3 YEARS

qﬁ handbook on !
g =S# e | MainsWorking |
‘%} ®™ | Ienclose 3d stamps for!

NEw Handbook of Mains|
e | lechnical Tips, Service|

:

Equipment. Packed withy

Address ...

PRA.

!
I
I
1
t
e autt
]
i
i

F.C.HEAYBERD & Co.

10 FINSBURY STREET, LONDON,EC.?
One minute from Moorgate Stn

SERADEX MOULDED
RESISTORS

1§ watt rating. Made in usual

Fitted wire ends.
values from 100 ohms to 2 Megs. Price each 8d.;
Per dozen 7/6. Lists for stamp.

43, WAKE GREEN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM,

Famons Maker's Ofter | £5 g:‘gfﬁ%’;‘"}or 65,_

SEVEN DAYS' FREE TRIAL

(OR 10/- MONTHLY)
Polished Oak! and Piato builti
The acoustic Tons brings a fine
thrill. ., Makers (o Radio-Press,

B.B.C., 3,000 clientele.
Other Models 35/. to £15.
Photegraphs - and  Lit  FREF,
Plano-T
PICKETTS Cauets.
(P.R,) Albion Rd, Bexleyheath.
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COMMENTS ON

COMPONENTS

LISSEN SUPERHETERODYNE COILS
WITH the Increased wse of the superheterodyme

feature in home-made sets, there iz a wide
field for good coils suitable for that feature.  Ordinary
colls are not, of course, suitable for various reasons.
Messrs, Lissen have now produced a get of three ganged
oolls on a metal base, on the same lines as the previous
ganged coils. The base incorporates a combined
wave-change and on-off switch. Two of these coils
are of the ordinary aerial and secondaty types as
employed in standard circuits, whilst the third is an
oscillator coll. These are most accurately ganged
and matched, and cover both medium and long
waves. The medium band is from 200 to 550 metres,
and the long 800 to 2,000 metres, The control knoh
when turned to the left tunes to the long waves, and
when turned in the opposite direction tunes to the short-
waves. - In the central position the receiver is switched
off, Each coil is provided with its own can, and this
is readily removahle for attaching the necescary
leads. Accompanying the coils i3 a very complete
deseriptive pamphlet giving cirenit details and instruc-
tions for adjustment, so that even the begjnner
could bulld up a receiver incorporating thess coils
without any difficulty. The price of this set of coils
s 30s.

WARD AND GOLDSTONE SWITCHES

N interesting new range of switches has now been
A released by Mesars. Ward and Goldstone, These
are of the push-pull type,” but are buiit on more sub-
stantial lines than is usual for this type of component.
Two lock nuts are provided, one of which is recessed.
In addition, two fibre washers are fitted to the throat
of the switeh, and this method.of building up enables
the switch to be attached to panels varying in thiekness
from lin. to 1/32in. The ecrews on the switch are
deeply recessed to avoid short-circuits when fitted
to'metal panels. The spring contacta on these switches
are exceptionally strong, the ordinary two-contact
type requiring a leverage of over 21bs." to pull the spring
away from the contact plate. Sueh a method of
construction ensures that there willl be no trouble
through fanity contact, and also ensures a long life,
ad such a spring will ot wear out in"a good many months
of continual wear, The prices are very reasonable,
and these components can be thoreughty-recommended.

T.6.0. CONDENSERS

. REPRESENTATIVE group of flxed condensers
A s shown in the illustration at the bottom of this
page. The central condenser in the baclk of the
picture i3 the Type 8&B.1, o comhined condenser for
use in mains eliminators and similar apparatus. The
assembly consists of one § mfd, condenser and two
2 mfd. ‘condensers, all of which are joincd together
and the junction
wire taken to om2
common terminal,
This greatly simpli-
fles wiring in ellmin-
ators - and - other
smoothing  circuits
as the connection of
one wire (prefer-
ably the HT.—
bnsbar) .. completes
the wiring to all of
the condensers. - In
additlon to this as-
sembly, a further
type, R.M.12, con-
taips one more 4
mid. condenser. The
8.B.1 . costs
., and the
Intter model 17s. 6d.
The two large con-
densers om _right
and left are of the Type 50 and 61, the
right-hand one being 2 mifds. mnon-
inductive and the left-hand 4 mfd.
These may be mounted it either vertical

What we
Found..

or horizontal positions by
means of the lugs fitted
to the base. The case Is
of bakelite. In the front
row, from left to right, are
the !ype S, Type 84 and
Type M.  The prices of
these vary from 1s. to 3s.
according to the capacity.
It will be noticed that the
Type M condensers are not
provided with terminals,
as they are intended to be soldered direct in place,
and are, therefore, highly suitable for use In portables
or other light-weight sets. The three condensers in
the front have mica dielectrics, whilst the others are
of the {)apl:r dielectric type.  This is, of course, only
a small proportion of the condensers manufactured
by the T.C. Company, but it serves to illustrate the
interesting types which are manufactured,

.BULGIN WHISTLE FILTER

TWO interesting AMlters are supplled by Messrs.

Bulgin for obviating the nulsanee of heterodyne
whistle which is now so pronounced on the majority
of statfors. The flter consists of a sharply tuned
serics clreuit, provided with two parallel paths. One
filter is designed to have a cut-off at 3,250 cycles,
and the other a cut-off at 4,750 cycles. The former,
known as Type ““ A,” 1s most suitahle for use in con-
junction with moving iron loud-speakers, and the
latter, Type “ B,” is for use with most moving-coii
speakers. The price of either type 15 10s. 6d., and it is
mounted in the now standard metal Universal mounting
case. :

ATLAS RECEIVERS

WE are informed that the receivers manufactured

by Messrs. H. Clarke & Co. (Manchester),
1., bearing the trade name “* Atlas,” are now obtain-
able on new easy payment terms. The cash price
remains the same, but the deposit and easy paymnent
terms are now as follows :—

“ Atlas Two,” Model R.A.2, for
Cash Price £10 10s., or on easy payments £1 down
and 12 monthly payments of 18s. Gd. each.

“ Atias Two,” Model R.D.2, for D.C. mains.
Cash Price £10 10s.,, or on casy payments £1 down
and 12 monthly pavments of 185. 64, each.

** Atlas Two,” Madel RR.B.2, for Battery Operation.
Cash Price £6 10s, or on easy payvments £1 down
and 12 monthly payments of 11s. cach,

NEW ETA VALVES

TWO new valves are announced from the Electrical

Trading Assoctation Ltd.  One; the D.W.4011,
was described in last week’s issue, and the other is a
2-volt pentode, This has an impedance of 0,000
ohms and the amplification factor is rated at 150.
The filament consumption is .3 Amps, and the H.T,
for both anode and sereen should he 150 volts
maximum. The average Anode current under normal
working conditions is stated to be 10 mA. This will
therefore be seen Lo be an ideal output valve for small
battery operated receivers, and is quite cconomieal
In gspc;r‘intion. This valve is known as the BY3 and
(3 s. v

A group of T.C.C.

condensers,

A.C. mains. |

R.lI. SHORT-WAVE CONYERTER . 4
HERE is ucually a certain amount of difficulty

in connecting a short-wave adaptor or con-
verter to a mains operated receiver owing to-the
difficulty of obtaining the necessury supply for the
heater and H.T. of.the adaptor. The ordinary plog-
fn adaptor cannot be employed owing to risk of
interferencc from hum and other forms of instability,
and therefore there are not many short-wave
adaptors or converters available for users of mains
receivers. Radio Instruments have solved the
difficulty in a very eflicient manner, and the * Anti-
nodal * Short Wave Converter is the result of their
experiments and research. " This is a small cabipet
with metal panel containing four controls and an
on-off switch, The main control is the tuning dial,
which is a slow motion drive jcondenser, whilst two
of the remaining controls arc wave-change and anti-
nodal control. This latter fcature, as our readers are
by now aware, is a method of removing ** dead spots
and other short-wave difficufties. The remaining
control 1s for the reaction condenser. The unit con-
tains its own mains supply, providing, by means of a
trapsformer and metal rectifier, the supply for the
heater of the valve and the high tension. The valve
is a metallised Mazda AC2HL, and from the back of
the unit there is a twin flex lead, provided with a
lamp-holder plug, and two flexible leads provided
with a red and a black plug. These plugs are to be
attached to the aerinl and earth terminuls of the
receiver, and the plug Inserted into a convenient
mains socket. The aerial and earth are then attached
to the A and E sockets of the Converter, and the
complete apparatus then becomes an efficient super-
heterodyne receiver. The wave range covered is from
14 to 88 metres, in two bands, controllable by the
switch. This greatly simplifies tuning, as each hand
Is only roughly 40 metres. 1In use the unit was found
most satisfactory. It was attached to threc different
mains receivers, two baving one 8.G. stage, and one
having two 8.G. stages. In each case the comiplete

. arrangement was perfectly stable, and it was possible

to handle the receiver as easily as for ordinary broad-
casting. Al the principal short-wave stations were
received, the arrangement eontaining the two 8.G.
stages naturally giving a much greater range. The
instructional pamphlet supplied with the unit enabled
the arrangement to be fully understood within an
hour, so that the veriest novice will ind it extremely
simple to connect this unit to his existing. receiver
and enjoy the pleasures of short-wave iistening.-~ The
price of the complete unit, inclusive of valve, is only
£6, which is extreniely modest considering the fact
"h_}llt the unit contains a complete eliminator for the
valve. .

BELLING LEE TERMINAL MOUNTS -
TO avoid the necessity of drilling and fitting the
usual type of terminal strip at the rear of arecelver,
the Belling Lec Terminal Mounts will be found extremely
handy. These are moulded in bakellte, and may be
mounted in either a horlzontal or vertical positlon. A
central hole wil accommodate a screw for horlzontal
fitting, and two holes are drilled and recessed to take
the Type ‘“ B’’ terminal. The keen experimenter
will find a hundred-and-one uses for this handy com-
ponent, and for experimental hook-ups and slmilar
arrangements it is invaluable. We understand that
the price has now been reduced to 6d.

The type “B"
Belling Lce ter-
minal is, of course,
the  well-known
large type insu-
lated model, with
non rotatable indi-
cating head, and
cosls 6d.
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iour Data:
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§
i SPECIAL NOTE.

We wish to draw the reader’s attention to the
fact that the Querics Service is intended only
for the solution of problems or .difficulties
arising from the construction of recelvers
described in our pages, from articles appearing
in our pages, or on general wireless matters.
‘We regret that we cannot, for obvious reasons—
(1) supply cireuit dm.grams of compicte
multi-valve receivers.
(2) Suggest alterations or modiflcations of
reccivers described in our contem-

poraries.
3 (3) Suggest alterations or modifications to
l commereial receivers.

(4) Answer queries over the telephone.
Please note also, that all sketches and drawings .
which are sent to us, should bear the name
and agdress of the Bender.

MAINS HUM

| have a powerful four-valve receiver which I have
Just finished building. When I tune in to any station
which is only moderately loud, reception is perfect.
No hum can be heard and quality is atl that § can desire.
When, however, | tune to the London stations there is a
terrible toud humming which spoiis reception. [ have
tried altering the position of the transformers and coils,
but notking which | can do seems to cure the nuisanece.
| have not seen any note in your pages of a dodgz which
t have not tried, so am writing to you for help.
should like to know also what the trouble is due to, in
addition to Its cure.”—(R. T., Golders Green.)

There is no doubt that your trouble is due to what is
known as ** modulation hum.”” This is caused by a
strong signal acting on the slight ripple which is present
in the eliminator section of your set. This is only
caused by a really powerful signal, and the remedy is
quite simple. Two .1 mfd. condensers must be
obtained. and one terminal of each condenser is joined
to each Anode of the rectifying vaive. The other two
condenser terminals are joined together and the
junction is taken to earth, Special oondensers for this
purpose are obtainable, They are known as ** Buffer
condensers”” and have three terminals only. In
some cases, two .01 mfd. condensers may be joined
together and connected across the Mains ‘input’ leads
to the eliminator, with the junction of the condensers
carthed. You should try both methods and- see
which gives you the best resuits,

SCREENED CONDENSER ASSEMBLY

‘1 have bulit” a three-circuit screcned recejver
empioying three canned colls and a three-stage ganged
condenser. This set is terribly unstable, and nothing
which ! have done seems to stop the trouble. AII

827

LET OUR TECHNICAL STAFF SOLVE

YOUR PROBLEMS

If a postal reply’ is E

desired, a stamped ad-

dressed envelope must

be enclosed’ Every-

query and drawing

which is sent must bear

the name and address of the sender, Send
your queries to The Editor, PRACTICAL

WIRELESS, Geo. Newnes, Ltd., 8-11,

Southampton St.. Strand, London, W.C.2.

The main features are high inductance, with low
D.C. resistance. The D.C. resistance is important, as
the anode carrent from the last valve is fairly high and
will result in a voltage drop. You cannot afford to
lose much voltage on the last valve, and therefore the
smallest D.C. resistance should be obtained. In
addition, the inductance must be high to aliow for the
fact that it is actually in parallel with the loud-speaker .
" windings. The best form of choke would be one which
i8 tapped so that the impedance mnay be varied and
so provide the most accurate matching, and therefore,
if you find this item too dear,we would suggest that you
make up one on the lincs of that described recently
in these pages.

ATMOSPHERICS

¢ § find that when trying to pick-up a distant station
on the headphones, there are a lot of sizzling and
crackling noises. These are very troublesome when a
very weak station is being heard. | think you call these
atmospheries but whatever the name I should jike to
femove them if possible so as to enjoy uninterrupted
signals. What is the most used method, please ? *’'—
(A. C., Glasgow)

¥ the nolses you are troubled with are in..fact
atmospheries, then therc is nothing you can do to

DATA SHEET No. 17

- Cut this out each week and paste it in a
notebook.
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wiring Is nicely spaced, all Jeadsare as short as p
yet the trouble persists. The coils are two Band-pass
and One H.F. coil. Any help you can give me will be
appreciated,”’—(F. G., Bexley Heath.)

There are numerous causes of instability, and it is
hardly possible to state exactly what your “particular
case may be due to. However, there is one important
point which you may -have overlooked, -and this
concerns the ganged condenser. The elrcmt arrange-
ment you are using demiinds a éompletely” screened
assembiy, and you may have obtained a.condenser
with no cover to complete the screening. In some
cases this will result in- instability- due to coupling
between two condensers.

receiver has been built cxactly . accordln" to the
.mstructions of the designer.

CHOICE OF CHOKE 4

1 § wish to buy an L.F choke to build an Output Filter
circuit, but I notice from the cataiogues that there are
quite a number of different types of L.F. choke. These
all seem to have different values and are different
prices, 80 | shouid be glad to know what are the impor-
tant features which | must watch when choosing my
choke,’—{S. D, F., Galway.)

This is the most likely-
cmme, assuming your voltages are coirect, and that the |

For the above tnblﬁ.mpper’ is given the
. value-1: .Therefore, Mercury has a resistance
{ifty-nine times as great as copper.

En Ty b agmaeiete e ®

remove them. They are due to clectrical disturbances
in the ether, and owing to the fact-that thcy have
various frequencics, there is no mmple way of removing
them and leaving a signal uni rrupted. They may
be reduced in strength by conneeting the earth lead
to the aerial terminal, and the lead-in to the earth
terminal, but this usunlly ‘results I a reduction in
strength of the station. In America where thesc dis-
turbances are particularly severe,” special t.ypes of
-aerial are obtainable, and these consist in the main of.
coils of wire enclosed in metal cans. These are intended

for burying in the ground and ft is claimed that they |-

greatly reduce the interferehce from atmospherics.
You can make up somethmg on these lines to try, but
we think you will'find that the signal will be propor-
tionately reduced.

HUM REMOVING
) have made a sot to work from the mains, using
all first-class Gomponents. The mains transformer has

- spoil reception.

.In
Tun.

The coupon on this
page must be attached
to every query.

Swe e we s o s

NQUIRIES,

by Qur Technical Staff

centre-tapped windings throughout, but in spite of care
in wiring, efc., there is a faint background of hum.

have oriented the various components which have fields,
but se.far without success attending my efforts. Perhaps
you have a valuable wrinkie which will be of assistance
tn my search for a dead silent background to a mains-
operated sct.”’—(G. B. M., Epsom.} 4

1
It is not an easy matter to obtain a recefver which is
absolutely silent. There is invariably a slight back-
ground, but this should not be sufficiently Ioud to
We would recommend you to try
the effect of a variable potentiometer across the heater
windings. Special components are obtainable for this
purpose, and they have a value of about 30 ohms. The
arm of the resistance should be adjusted until the hum
is removed. In addition to this device, all leads
carrying A.C. should be of twisted flex, and if
found necessary all grid lcads should be of the metal-
screcned variety. This latter arrangement sometimes
leads to instability, but it may be tried out as a hum
Temover,

IMPROVING REACTION

“* My two-valve receiver is home-made, and includes
a simple home-made dual range coil. The reaction
winding is quite 0.K. on the. medium waves, but on
long waves there Is terrible oscillation ail the time. |can
stop this by reducing the H.T., but then it has to be
adjusted again for the medium waves. Is therc any way
of adjusting the spacm% of the reaction winding so that
1 can get smooth control on hothlong and short waves? '’
-—(€. T., Edgware.}

A very simple device may be incorporated in your
recciver to remove your trouble. Remove the
reaction condenser, and in Its place put a semi-variable
condenser of the same cnpacity Adjust this to obtain
reaction effects on the medium waves. In the hole
in the panel from which the reaction control was
removed, fit a variable potentiometer (value about
5,000 ohms) The ends of the potentiometer should be
Jol'ncd to the ends of the reaction winding, and one
end of the'potentiometer should also be joined to the
arm. “You will then find that the potentiometer will
make a very excellent reaction control, and by suitable

" adjustment of the semi-variable condenser you will be

ableé to obtain smooth reaction on both long and short
WAV m

REMOTE CONTROL ;

‘| have fitted an on-and-off switch in four reoms
of my house, and joined these to ordinary lighting flex
connected to the accumulator. The idea was to switch
the set on and off from any room in which I might be
listening. (Or course, | have loud-speaker extension
points in these rooms.) Unfortunately, | find that the
strength of the signais is very weak in two of these
rooms, and there is no break or weakness In the fiex.
| have tried to overcome it, but unsuccesstully, so
should like to hear what you suggest. Tae accumulator

-is one .of the heavy pilate type, so it should supply

sufficient current.’’~(F. B. U., Bradford).

Your last remark hits the point concerning the
weak signals, The accumulator should supply enough
current, but it does not. If you remember that the
valves rcqulre a certain potential, you will realize
that the-accumulator should not be joined to a length
of flex, such as used in your case, before the valves
get theit supply. 1If you work out the resistance of

. the "lealls, “and then take the total current requirel

by the valves in your set, we think you will find that

-the actual voltage on “the. valves is between 1 and 1}
‘volts, and they will not work efficiently at this voltage.
“You ’should fix one of the orthodoX rcmote control
.deviceg ip place of lengthening the accumulator leads,

and this will not give you any vollage drop at all,
addition, it .will found much cheaper to

FREE . ADVICE BUREAU

COUPON

n i8 available until Jan. 21st, 1933,

be attached to all letters containing
queries.

PRACTICAL WIRELESS 14/1/33,

This cou
and mug




PRACTICAL WIRELESS

=== RECEIVED

To sdve readers trouble, we undertake o send on
catalogucs of any of our adveruurs Mercly state, on
a postcard the names of the firms from wham nou
require cataloaurx and address it to * Catalogue,'’
PRACTICAL WIRELESS, Geo, Newnes, Lid., 8/11,
Southampton St., Slvand JYondon, W.C2 - Where
advertisers “make a charqe, “or require postage, this
should be enclosed.

DARIO RECEIVERS
A FINE range of receivers, at prices to soit all
pockets, is shown in an attractive booklet we
have just received from Impex Electrical, Ltd. The
Dario Portable Regional Receiver, althouah specially
désigned for local reception, is capable of receiving as
many as twenty-five foreign stations at good loud-
speaker strength. The set, which is housed in a
%olished oak cabinet of modern design, includes three
ario Bivolt .valves and a balanced-armature loud-
speaker unit. The price of this model, for use-with
outside acrial and earth, is £4 12s. 6d., or with lnside
frame aerial, £4 15s. 6d.

The Dario Regional de-Luxe receiver, also a three-
valver, s a table model, and is housed in a well-
finished- walnut. cabinet. Excellent reproduction is
claimed for this recciver, which is priced at £6.
Another fine receiver Is the Europa, a three-valve
table model fitted with drum control tuning and
capable of receiving numerous foreign stations at full
strength without interference and free from dis-
tortion. The circuit includes a screened-grid valve,
and the loud-speaker unit is of the balanced ar

.4 ‘volt at about 900 cycles, thus ensuring a good

B.T.H. PICK-UPS AND TONE ARMS

l\ order to reproduce the wide range of frequencies
impressed on a modern eleftrically cut recerd, and

to ensuré a musical output of the hlaheﬂt quulity,

high-class pick-up, such as the new B.1.H. “ Minor,”

should be used. This instrument is sensitive over a

range from 60 to 5,000 cycles, and gives an output of

volume and a high quality of reproduction. Full par-
ticulars of this model, and also the B.T.H. 8enior
De Luxe Pick-Up and Tone Arm, are given in a neat
folder we have received from the Edison Swan Electric
Company, Ltd. *

Replies to Broadcast Queries

HBL, Radio Nations

RADIO FIEND (Manchestet) :
LR1, Radio

(Prangins) on 31.31 m..- NitAa (N. 1)
Splendid, Buenos Aires (303 m.), dirert.

OPTIMIST (%hetﬁeld) (1) WKF, Lawrenceville (N.J.)
on 4800 ke/s.; (2) GWHK, is the call sign of Mr. H, 8.
Beckett, 448, Redmire Ro.'ld Lodge Moor, Sheffield ;
would probably welcome a report from you and give
you information rcquired ; ) GBU, Rugby (4975
kefs) and on other wa\elengt Monsn (Leeds 6):
(Germany).

TELEVISION ,COMPONENTS
Supplied for Home Construction.

Lists free from JOHN SALTER (Member  Tele-

vision Sociely)
13. Featherstone Buildings. High Holborn, W.C.1

type. This model is listed at £7 17s. 6d. Also included
in the booklet is the AR-Electric Reglonal, ona of the -
latest Dario models. It is a three-valve instrument
incorporating indirectly heated valves, provislon for a
pick-up, and an energised moving- coll speaker. Made
for use with either A.C. or D.C., this modei is priced
at £0 9s. The address is 538, Hl"h Road, Leytonstone,
London, E.11.

BUL("IN KIT SETS
BULGIN AND CO., LTD., have just issued
. two folders, one gh’me full pnr‘.wulurs of their
* 8imple Two-Three *’ battety-drivev kit set, and the
other, details of the Bulgin * Drive-All” A.C. Power
‘Box Universal Ellminator Kit. This eliminator, which
incorporates a Westinghouse metal rectifier, is designed
for use on all A.C. mains 200-250 v, 40100 cycles.
It has three alternative H.T. outputs, fullv smoothed,
and also provides a L.T. output of up to 6 a. at 4 v.
The ** Simple Two-Three” Set is a two-valver in-
corporating a pentode valve in the output stage. The
folder gives a full-size lay-out and wiring diagram,
together with point-to-polnt wiring instructions. The
price of the kit, complcte with moving-coil speaker
and polished walnut cabinet, but exclusive of valves
and batteries, i8 £5 The “address s Abbey Read,
Barking.

BATTERY CHARGERS.
MAK!: YOUR OWN with a GUARANTEED
VARSITY KIT. KIT  D,’* 2-6 volts, .25 amyp.,
1716 KIT “ B 2-6 voits, -5 amp,, 21/- KIt
2.6 volts, 1 amp., 25/-. KIT ¢FH,”
, 30j-. Above are suitable for
running electric traln, llghtmg‘smtlon ete.

ALL-POWER A.C. NIT 65/
QComplete Parts as specified Oct. 22nd issue. W
including Engraved FEbonite Panel. KIT “A”
giving 120 volts, 15 M/A, 35/-. KIT ' B,” 150

volts, 20 M/A, 45).. " All above are for A.C. Mains
100-950 volts 0-60 c¢ycles. - BLUEPRINT and
FULL INSTRUCTIONS with every KIT. Westing-
house Rectifiers incorporated and all parts guaran- °

teed for twelve months. .KIT.““ K,” for D.C., 150-
250.volt Malns, giving 120 v. ', 20 M/A, 15/-,
KT ¢ G’k Transformer Parts, 10/-, KIT H,”

"Choke Pmts 6/-. For prices "of separate pu‘ts,
see Dec. 24th issuc, Page 682.
CONSTRUCTOR'S MATERIALS STOCKED

January ‘14th, 1933

LOUD SPEAKERS REPAIRED 4,-
{Bluc Spot a Speciality, 5]/-.

Transformers 4/-, all repairs magnehsed freo. ENmin.

ator Repairs quoted for, - 24 Hours Service. Discount

for Trade. Clerkenwell 9069,

E. C. MASON, 44. EAST ROAD, LONDON, N.l

lo FREE |

5 . the Clarion 1933 16-page
Catalogue, which gives full
details of a wide choice of
cabinets for receivers, ampli-
fiers, loudspeakers, radlograms,
etc. Write Dept. N

CLARION Radio Farnitare,
28-38. Mansford Street, London, E.2.

DESIGNS. FOR APPARATUS FOR ANY RADIO

PURPOSE, INCLUDING TRANSMISSION., OVERSEAS

ENQUIRIES INVITED: ANY APPARATUS SUPPLIED.
CONSTRUCTIONAL WORK UNDERTAKEN.

We undertake to solve your Probiems, including obtaiging

Amateur Transmitting Licence, Whatevar your difficulty,

write us,
Charges 3 3/ per query, tonr ormore, £/6 sach, with diagrams.
Radio , Technical] Agency (Dept. P.L.W.).

‘3. WQstiata :Chambers, Newport, Mon

IGRANICE

COMPONENTS

WILL TELL YOU oW GO0
NN 7/7CY ARL

" Any make Unit. Transformers,
etc., from 3/-: Blue Spots, 5/- .
Moving Coils, Eliminators, etc.,

LOuUD

WIRE.—D.C.C., D.8.C. and Enamelled, Oopper and
auge;Tgupphed

Resistance.  All g:

Send_for list. . KBON
and Ribbed Formers. .
I-‘lttmgs All

See 24pp. Cgtnloguc
Bak: e]lte Novelties—Adaptor, » Pago
653,1/6. Order direct. Cash or C.0,D, Pay postm'\u

loz. reels up.
—Panels, - Strips, Choko
“Electrio

REPAIRS

' FROST RADIO CO., E7

21, Red Lion Street, London,

E.C.1,

from 5/-.

Repairs

7 5 r guaramceg
aboratory tested and returne
s PEAK ER C.0.D. post. Special trade terms
or by contract.
WEEDON POWER LINK RADIO
C0., 185, Earlkam Grove, L
(Phone : Maryland 4344).

ondon,

UNIVERSAL VALVES FOR A.C. or D.C.

Full mains voltage indirectly heated fl t No mnln 8 Lr
or breakdown r

any other mains valves.

A. 520. Genera) Purpose 17/6 E.G. 60,
W.310. R.C. ~ 17/8 E.G.100,

Remnrkubly free tmm)muns hum

50 m.a. Hal! Wave
125 m.a.
U. 920 L.F.

L.1525 Powet +. 18/~ V.G, 45. 45 m.a. Full Wave

1at Cur less than

14/6
Hall Wave 15/6
17/6 N.G. 40, 40 m.a.Voltage donbler 29/6
42/

OSTAR-GANZ)

‘ With Brl'.lah components.

HIGH VOLTAGE
MAINS VALVES

Rectifier £9.°9. 0.
“ Valve Amplifier with Rectifier £5,

Al {nstructions.
Iy. Work off either A.C. or I.C. withont alteration.

2-Valve Receiver with Rectificr £6. 10. 0.

UNIVERSALRECEIVER & AMPLIFIERKITS

Complete ready fof

3-Valve Recelver with
92-Valve Amplifier with Rectifier 24. 4. 0. 2
5. 0. Mains Energized Loud-
speaker Kit with Ostar-Ganz Valves £2, 5.0

EUGEN FORBAT (Sole Representative for Gt. Britain) AND RE c-rl FIERS ¢/o NIVALIGHT LTD. 1, Rosebery Ave., l..?ndo‘n,El C.1.
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TIT-BITS GREAT

o SOUVENIR
OFFER

THOUT question, the most Sensational
Souverir offer ever mada by a paper to ifs
readers. Whether you are an old or a new reader of
Tit-Bits, you are invited to avail yourse!f at once of
this amazing offer. There are no ‘‘ hidden con-
ditions.”” You merely have to comply with a few
simple rules, and this up-to-date, high-grade Camera
with fixed Portrait Lens, complete with valuahle
handhock, ‘‘ Prize-Winning Snapshots,”” and
Instruction Booklet will be sent to you in- time
to take ¢ Snaps” -at Easter. So-simple-is this
Carhera, and so efficient, that gven though you know
nothing ahout photograplly, you- wil] ba -able to
take perfect ** Snaps ""“right away.

VALUE
8/6

This illustration is
from anactnalphoto-

#raph ot the Tit-Bits
£ Souvenir ? Camera.
It is the latest-pattern

¢ Coromet ”’ Type Box
Camera with fxed Portrait
Lens, British made and fully
poaranteed by the Makers,
The fixed Portralt Lens is
an exclusive featore ol  this
mwagnificent Camera,

IMPORTANT / Tit-5:t:

Camera is not a cheap arlicle specially
preduced for the purpese of this
adverlising scheme, but is a British-
made standard Camera of proved merit,

used and recommended by thousands of
enthusiastic amateur photographers in all
paris of the country.

ON SALE

ITH a T:t-Bits Camera you can not only secure

a {iruly invaluable collection of photo-
graphic records of your Holidays, your week-end
Rambles and Mofor-runs, your Garden, your Friends,
your Children, your Pets, efc., but can also obtain at
very slicht cost permanent cnlargements. which,
suitably framed, will adorn your home with beautiful

-and intensely interesting piclures.

- ~> WILL BE
" DESPATCHED
*= [N TIME FOR

THE EASTER
HOLIDAYS

TO-DAY

Qeo, Ncwnes, Ltd,

ALL CAMERAS
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Make sure of brilliant success by insisti
They are of one grade only—the highe
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Wrifl_e for free descriptive leaflets indisg
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THE LONDON ELECTRIC

THe L.F. Choke .
The T.0.S. Coil
The A.T.G. Coil
The Potentiometer
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PERFECTION
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ng on Lewcos Components.
st that perfect precision in
rial can attain:

vensable to all constructors
dio” practice.

Price 12/6 Leaflet Ref. No. 76
Price 8/6 " " 75
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Presented with PRACTICAL WIRELESS, dated January 14th, 1933.

“PRACTICALWIRELESS DATASHEET No. 5

WIRE GAUGES AND CORRESPONDING DATA.

5 4 . . : Turns per Inch. Calculated Sectional |Current
gl Se Weight Resistance] Resistance e 7y Rating
P EE Yards | in Lb. | Lb.per |in Ohms.| in Ohms. Tg'g Single | Double | Single |2 g at 1,000
vi |8 2] P Lb. jper 1,000f Ohm. |per Yard.| pel’L!). g§ “Silk Sitk | Cotton -gg; per

- Yds. 3¢5 | Covered | Covered | Covered Q‘SLS Sa.in. | Sa. m/m.| sq. in.
10128 | 6.67]148.8 - [83.3 .001868 0120 7.641 7.55| 7.35|7.04.012868 [8.3019 [12.868
1.6 ] 8.161122.2 [50.0 -002275 .0200 8.41 | 8.30| 8.06/7.69.010568 [6.8183 10.568
12 (104 10.231 98.22 [35.7 .002831 .0280 9.35| 9.22| 8.938.48.0084%5 [5.4805 |8.49
13 1.092 | 13.00| 76.86 [18.1 -003617 10550 10.5 | 10.4 | 10.0 |9.43].006648 |4.2888 | 6.648
14 |.080 | 17.16| 58.12 |12:2 -004784 .0820 121 { 1.8 | 11.4 {10.6 J.005027 |3.2429 |5.027
151.072 | 21.23/ 47.08 | 7.14 | .005%04 1400 é 133 | 131 | 125 1.6 J.004072 [2.6268 | 4.072
16 |.064 | 26.86/37.20 | 4.9 | .007478 2021015.00 149 | 14.6 | 141 {13.2])003217 [2.0755 |3.217
17 [.056 | 35.00/ 28.48 |2.38 | .009762 342301710 16.9 | 16.5 | 15.9 14.7 |.002463 |1.58% | 2.463
18 [.048 | 47.66/20.92 | 1.56 | .01328 .6351) 19.8| 20.0 | 19.4 | 18.5 [17.2 | 001809 [1.1675 | 1.809!
19 [.040 | 68.66/ 14.53 | .757 | .01913 1315 23.7] 23.8 | 23.0 | 21.7 [20.0 J.0012566 | .8107 | 1.2566
20 |.036 | 85.00 11.77 | .497 | .02362 20121261 263 | 253 | 23.8 [21.7|.0010179 | .6567 | 1.0179
211032 | 107.6 | 9.299 | 309 | 0299 3.221 [ 29.4] 29.4 | 28.2 | 26.3 [23.8 |.oo0s042 | 5189 | .8042
221028 | 1406 | 7.120 | 181 | .03905 5.498 1333 33.3 | 31.8 | 29.4 [26.3 |.0006158 | .3973 6158
231.024| 191.6| 5.231| .098 | .05313 | 10.14 | 3838 385 | 36.4 | 33.3 [29.4]|.0004524 | 2919 | .4524
24022 | 228.3| 4.395| .069 | .06324 | 14.38 |42.1] 42.1 | 40.0 | 35.7 |31.3 J.0003801 | .2453 | .380l
25|.020 | 275.3| 3.632| .0471 | 07653 | 21.08 | 46.0] 46.0 | 43.5 | 38.5 [33.3|.0003142 | .2027 | .3i42
26 (.018 | 340.0 | 2.942 | .0309 | .09448 | 32.21 |50.6 50.6 { 47.6 | 41.7 [35.7 0002545 | .16417 | .2545
27 |.0164| 410.0 | 2.442 | 0215 | 01138 | 46.55 |55.9 55.1 | 5.6 | 44.6 [37.9].0002112 | .13628 | .2112
28 [.0148 503.0 | 1.989 | .0141 | .1398 70.12 | 61.4] 60.4'| 56.2 | 48.1 [40.2 }.00017203 | .11099 | .1720
29 .0136| 59%.6 | 1.680 | .0101 | 1655 B.65 {662 65.2 | 60.2 | 51.0 |42.4 |.00014527 | 09372 | .1453
30 |.0124] 716.6 | 1.39 | .0069 | .1991 142.75 | 73.3| 72.0 | 67.1 | 54.4 |44.7 |.00012076 | .07791 | .1208
31 |.0116] 820.0 | 1.222| .0054 | 2275 | 183.80 |77.8 76.3 | 70.9 | 56.8 |46.3 ].00010568 | .06818 | .1057
32.0108] 943.3 | 1.059 | .0040 | .2625 | 248.20 | 83.0] 81.3 | 75.2 | 63.3 [50.5 }.00009161 | .05910 | .0916
33 |.0100] 1100 .9081| .0029 | .3061 | 337.50 |88.9] B7.0 | 80.0 | 66.7 [52.6 |.00007854 | .05067 | .0785
34 |.0092| 1300 7686 L0023 | 3617 | 471.00 | 98.0] 93.4 | 8.5 | 70.4 [54.9 |.00006648 | .04289 | .0665
35 | .0034) 1556 64080 0014 | .4338 | 676.50 [i06 | 101 91.8 | 80.6 [61.0 |:00005542 | (03575 | .0554
36 |.0076] 1903 .5246] .00098 | 5300 | 1009 |16 | 110 | 102 86.2 |64.1 L00004536 | 02927 | .0454
37 |.0058| 2380 4199 00064 | 6620 | 1574 (128 {120 | 110 92.6 [67.6 |.00003632 | .02343 | .0363
38 |.0050| 3056 3269 000385 .8503 | 2598 143 | 133 | 121 100 (71.4 |.00002827 | .018241 | .0283
39 |.0052| 4066 2456 0002171132 | 4645  [168 | 149 | 134 | 109 [75.8 1.00002124 | .013701 | .0212
40 |.0048| 4766 2092 .000156[1.328 | 6360  [180 | 159 | 142 | 114 [78.1 §.00001809% | .011675 | .018I
41 |.0044| 5700 1758 .000112{1.581 | 9020  [194 | 169 | 150 i t |Lo00012566 | 008107 | .0126
42 |.0040| 6866 1453 .000076{1.913 13150 [211 | 191 167 l | .000010179 | 006567 | 0101
43 |.0036] 7500 1177, 0000502362 20120 - (230 [ 206 | 179 .000008042 | .005189 | .0080
44 |.0032{10766 0930 .0000302.989 32210 (253 | 225 | 192 l .000006158 | .003973 | .0062
45 |.0028!14066 0712] 0000153904 |54980  [282 |247 | 208 ! .000004524 | 002919 | .0045

.000003142 | .002027 | .0031
| .000002011 | -0012972] .0020
| .0000011310| 0007297, .00
, [ .0000007854| .0005067| .0008
RESISTANCE WIRE DATA. CURRENT-CARRYING CAPACITY OF WIRES.

Eureka. GERMAN SILVER. e Cca“"‘?"t G (gum‘m g (gum‘m 3 é:a“"""t
S.W.G. [Resist- Current | Resist- Current -W.G. (Capacity} 3= pasiLypsiE RS | B3 pacity.
ance | Yards [Capacity] ance. | Yards {Capacity. Amps)| ui |(Amps)} ui |(Amps)} o | (Amps)

per yd.|per 1b.| (Amps.) kper yd.|per Ib.| (Amps.)

i8 Zg gsss ;.3 : ;IZ 51 gg

20 | Y 31 A 3 10 [19.305] 19 [1.8855] 28 | .258 | 37 | .0545
T o < f e 1155k 20 1527 | 29 | 218 | 38 | l0axs
24 L e -84 e 'gs 12 1274250 21 [1.206 | 30 | 182 39 | 0318
26 3'31 & . '%6 491 . : 13 | 9872 22 | 937] 31 | s8] a0 | 0272
%8 callEn gg "2 5§(7) o 14 | 754050 23 | .6786] 32 | .1374% 41 | .0228
] e 2-20 g (o2 15 | 6.108] 24 | 5702 33 | i8] 42 | lois9-
o)l ML i S 16 | 4.82550 25 | .4703] 34 | .09%98| 43 | .0153
32 it bl -37 4.82 ‘% -c',g. 17 | 3.6945) 26 | 3818 35 | 0831 ] 44 | ‘012
~ 28 | 7.06 | 20 ey 18 | 2.715] 27 | 3168 36 | .0681 | 45 | .0093

38 (23.81 | 3060 | .19 J11.33[3295| .07

40 [37.18 | 4761 | .15 | 17.70 | 4920 | .065 |

NOTE : S.W.G.= Standard Wire Gauge.

B.W.G.= Birmingham Wire Gauge.
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ii PRACTICAL WIRELESS

——f;ascinating- ‘New Serial—
NO MONEY TO

MARRY ON
By EDGAR FRANKLIN

The wedding of William and June, the daughter of a rich
business man, was to take place in a fortnight’s time.
But suddenly Jurne sprang a bombshell on evervbody by
insisting that Williamm must elope with her that very day.

Willian Gwynn was once more face to face with the large, wealthy
father .of June.

* Hello, Will. Sit down !
at once, of course.”

[0 wlrat ‘s ) 9

“This business of your marrying June. You're expecting to do that
a week from Friday ?  Well, you're not ! *’

“ What ? " gasped William.

‘“ No. June has changed her mind,” said Henry Stannard. “ Fact is,
June doesn’t want to wait till next week. She is going to marry you
to-day!”

‘“ But—but we can’t do that!” William stammered.
tions are all out for Friday week and: 2

‘T know, Will.”

“ What for ? ” William asked. So many things-were racing through
his mind. Sheer joy, of course, that the only perfect girl so far produced
Ly the human race was to be his own-at once. And also a‘quantity of
plain consternation as he realised that in his pocket reposed exactly
six ddollars and in his bank account—nothing !

1 don't know ! ”* Stannard said irritably. ¢ Seemis she has some
damned romantic notion of being carried off this evening at nine. So
there you are, and you'll have to hustle, you haven't got much time.”

“ It's impossible,” said William. “ We can't let it go through. I'li
have to talk to June. Where is she ? ”’

“ §he's here, Will,” said June, with a sigh, as she entered.

\William rose to greet her.

‘“ You've-soriiething to say to me, Will ? ”

“You bet I have!” said Mr. Gwynn.
this out.”

Miss Stannard shook her head.

‘“ Not. heve. It’s nicer in the porch, I think, You needn’t come,
fathert, I can'make Will understand.”

William followed her hurriedly.

“ Were ypu telling father that you didn't want to marry me to-day ?

William laughed.

*“ Want to?  If I did just what I want to do, I'd pick you up and
carry you off through that window, now !

“ No, Will,” June sighed.
—won't be up here before three or four this afternoon. They’re sending
them up by special messenger. We'll have to wait till evening. Billy,
boy,” putred the Stannard heiress, * you've got your new car now ?

‘“ No--not yet.” ,

“ You'll have to get it this afternoon, then.”

%1t sounds mighty fine, darling. There’s nothing I'd like better.
But, don’t you sce, darling, we can't. What in thunder cver put this
notion into your head, anyhow ? ”

1 think it’s a lot more romantic ! ”

“That isn’t the only reason.”

“ 'l tell you, then. It's high time, Billf’, that you were married and
settled down. You’re much too susceptible to the charms of anything
in skirts that happens to be in the neighbourhood.”

William found himself caught up in a bewildering host of
difficulties as a result of June Stannard’s ultimatum. Read
of his desperate attempts to obtain money for his honey~
moon in the brightest and cheeriest serial story of the year.

Starting in the February

SUNNY

SEVENPENCE MAG.

Obtainable ai all Newsagents and Bookslalls, or by post 84d. from
George Newnes, Ltd., 8-11, Southampton St., Strand, Landon, W.C.2.

Geo. Newnes, Ltd.

This is something that has to be discussed

“ The invita-

“Let's sit down and talk

“ My things—my travelling things, that is |

i - Janﬁuarl 2'15& 19_33 -

PART EXCHANGE
PART EXCHANGE
PART EXCHANGE

SEND COUPON FOR FREE QUOTATICN

WHAT WOULD YOU |
ALLOW ME FOR :—

1 AM THINKING OF
BUYING :—

ON CASH OR H.P. TERMS
Cross out whichever does not apply”

ADDRESS ... s
Post to-day to:—Co-Radio Ltd., Dept. C.5,

78, Neal Strect, W.C,
THIS PUTS ME UNDER NO OBLIGATION.

CORADIO

78, Neal St., Shaftesbury Avenue, W.C.

A Recoid Baigain/

LIST PRICE £3.19.6
OUR PRICE 39[6

Just: consider! An entirely new
1933 BROWN PERMANENT
MAGNET MOVING COIL
Cabinet Speaker at TWO POUNDS
BELOW LIST PRICE! This is
not merely a bargain, it is sensational
value, and, moteover, you can pay
gy (r)r&onthly instalments of only
s, Od-

Accept this wonderful offer!

e s . e
I SEND ONLY
for the British-Made
WATES UNIVERSAL
—the only popular
| cricel lnstrament
which teats rewists
I snees as well as bat-
teriez, valves circuit
and all components.
1 Four readings on
one diai. Send only
1s. 64, for it onm [
7 days' trial, if
satisfied  complete
I purchase by
monthly pnyments
B ot 2. 02, (Casb in §

— . X .
1 6 ' The Moving Coil Unit
, with tapped Trans-
I former is extremely sensitive and highly
suitable to work with sets from 2 valves
S J upwards, giving deep, rich tone, and
=y ) cxtraordinary volume without distortion.
lThe pole faces of the Unit are entirely
protected to prevent dust and metal particles
cntering the gap.  The beautiful Walnut
| Cabinet of modern design is r13ins. high,
( 135 ins. wide, and 6% ins. deep, with hand-
some ebony-finish vulcanite fret. Let us
I send you this magnificent Speaker for
|7 days’ trial for only 2s..6d. deposit, if
I;:msﬁecll ay further zsf 6d. :5 on(cce, ;hen
N monthly payments of ss. od. ash in

L7 et w) N B, 306640 Unrepeatable bargaint

E. J. HERAUD, 1id., Dept. P.12, NUMBER ONE, EBMONTON, LONDON, N.18.

Branches : 78/82, Fore St., Edmonton; 17, West Green RJA. Tottessham ;
34, St. James St., Walthamstow ; and 139, Hesiford ‘Rd., Enfield Wash.

METER 1
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FOR EVERY SET — there’s a

- PILOT AUTHOR KIT

CASH -~ C.0.D —~ or H.P.

EVERYTHING RADIO " SELEC TON &eigc:‘irggg

BLUE SPOT SPEAKER UNIT AND ERYEN] KIT “A” cAsa"ggr: P::i‘.‘o.n. KlT BITs Selected C.O.D. lines—You

CHASSIS. Type 100 U. Cash Price pay the postman— We pay post

£1/12/6. Carriage Paid. Author’s Kit of specified i
Balance in 0 monthly payments of 5/ 2 parts, including ready : e o g o L
5/2. y drilled panel. but less 1 PETO-SCOTT Oak-faced plywood panel, 14in. £ s. d.

EPOGH ** 20 G PERMANENT MAGNET Send | valves and cahinet. by 8in,, ‘ready drilled; Peto-Scott &-ply

basehoard, 14in. by 8in,, ready drilled ebonite

MOVINQ-COIL SPEAKER. (New Edition),. - r { |
Woth st et teamstorer. ok 66 or 12 monthly payments of 8/, stip, 14in. by AN commecting wire,
S GG s KIiT «“B” KIT “C” 1 UTILITY Standard .0005 mtd. Condenser with

alance in 5 monthly payments of 6/G. As Eil “A” bt with valves, As Eit A" but with valves|  UTILITY type W.181 Microdial .. .. 16 0
BLUE SPOT UNIT AND CHASSIS, Type 99 Send | |less cabinet, CASH or 0.0.D. and cabinet, CASH or C.O.D.| {1 GOLVERN type ** T.D."" Coi! 8 6
P.M.  Including matched transformer. 5/6 A Tty TR 1 BENJAMIN Transfeeda .. .. .. 11 6
Cash Price £2/19/6. £5-10-9 £6-13-3 1 VARLEY Rectatono Transtormer | .. .. 15 0
Balance in 11, moathly payments of 5/6. only or 12 montbly payments of 12 monthly paymenis] 3 Specified Valves .1 2 9
ROLA PERMANENT MAGNET MOVING- " Send § [o! 10/ of 2273 1 CAMCO Excelsior Oak Cabinet as specified:. 1 2 G

COIL SPEAKER F.6. With universal 4,6
tap ed input transformer. Cash Price

2/9/6. Carriage Paid, only ({3 1] e = g
Balance in 11 monthly payments of 4/C. KlT A - Author’s Kit of
R & A “VICTOR’ PERMANENT specified parts, including ready 3 — o — G

drilled panel, but less valves

MAGNET ‘MOVING-COIL .SPEAKER DE Send L

I.UdXE :\u%h (iratrx:l>l input éralx;xsfolx;mer 6,5 K N 0 B zggriagm:ea'ih CASH or €.0.D. or 12 monthly payments of 5/6.
a as| rice g - d

!?3/10 ofo ecg::ggegPanfl ¢ only Specified Valves £1-2-9. Cabinet 15/-.

Balance in 11 monthly payments of 6/5.
R &.A ‘“GHALLENGER.'' PERMANENT

] e Recommended for the Selecton csmmmm
MAGNET -~ MOVING-COIL SPEAKER. Send
Wxthf ‘special Feréan{lx n;ultx ratlg input 6,6 S O P P R E S S O F F E THE P E T O-S c o T T
transformer. ash  Price, Carriage AMPLION PERMANENT MAGNET MOVING- RADIO
Paid, £1/15/0. only | coIL SPEAKER with tapped input trans- Send WALNUT GONSOLE (onmr
former. Cash or C.O.D. Carriage Paid. 7,4 Constructed in Walnut

Balance in 5 monthly payments of 6/8.
- - £1/19/6. Balance in 5 monthly payments with contrasting inlaid T
LISSEN of 7/A. i only

Walnuat Veneers.

o ) GARRARD . AUTOMATIC  RECORD° Send § $omes fto you with wig (o
SKYSCRAPER S¢G¢3 HANGER for A.C. mains. Mounted on e}B l:eez'f:iedtémt:‘xe ;iui".?i‘é“ei‘i"

= unit plate complete ready for fitting in No skill ivo tod!
SOMBLERE ST Y L position, including Garrard pick-up and i reut el 't renafirin
.GHASSIS KIT CABINET KIT

tone-arm, Cash Price £10/0/0. Carriage only your radio into a beautiful
with - (Lissen) - Valves,

Paid.  Balance in 11 monthly payments of 18/6. ool ument, |preccrit
with (Lissen)' $.6., Wainut Gabinet and | | AMPLION PIGK-UP with arm base and volume 25 D T R
Detector and Pentode - special, Balanced “Ar- B | control. ~ Cash or C.0.D. only. Post Paid. = § juxorious Radio  Receive
Valves. ~ Cash Price, mature .Loud-speaker. money can buy.s Carringe and ‘s

Carriage Paig, s4/5/6. Sash -Price, Carrlace § | | PETO-SCOTT S.G.3 RADIO| | uiitiiis® o =

Paid.” £6/5/0. De-

Delivered, carna;e I A A great technieal a P Deposi¢ 8/2 and Cash or C,0.D,
ivered, carriage paid, grea t. Belf fn one Cabinet n nt
n of beauﬁfully-gmlned walnut, High-grade components on moRsLy Pay.,
paid, on first payment B"I first payme" of all-stee] chassis. Slow-motion single-dial tuning. Heretned grid, aents °{, g/s =
f , alance in detector aud péwer vaives. . MOVING-COIL SPEAKER, Bago o ﬂ:l Drilied
Balanfe in 11 11 manlhly Deslgzaed tr give rel.(nbée Z;ladlo - i °§‘/‘6 arely OB
- L] menls u Reception in every part of the o
monthly pay D U British JYsles of B.B.C. and Dimensiona: 36 in.

ments of 8/3.

ATLAS ELlMINATOR. T[;pe A.C.244, _Send

Three tappings:- etector and
Power. Output : 120 volts at 20 mJA. 5 6

Cash Price £2/19/6. Carriage Paid. only
Balance in 11 monthly payments of 5/8.
HEAYBERD HOME BATTERY-CHARGER Send
Model A.0.3. for A.C. Mains only. Charges 2, 5,3
4, or 8v. accumulators at 1 amp. Cash or

21%in. wide: 16}in, p.
Foreign Programmes. —Camplete.
ready to play, with Exide and Papel 18in. by B8in. Baseboard l4in, doep.

Drydex Bateries and Aerial Equip- 1933 ADAPTAGRAM CABINET for RADIO and
ment. Fitted Mullard Valves. GRAMOPHONE 63/-. Curmiage 2/6 extra.

genD '2, | 7933 KELSEY 335% ADAPTOR

NOW p
| g\n:;a-ln the Short-Wave g;lmes w the ngrld‘s
tations on your present ort - Wave tations|
No Extra for Easy Terms| | 2iatiq0s oF Vo ur Pre ot s IS stin S

C.0.D. Carriage Paid. £2/2/6. only This is an honest-to-goodness  slxteen months, making n QEEEpEAUEECISIE L, witholt,

Balance in 8 monthly payments of 5/3. i’gfwnﬂﬂrge:?bu'm o g et et El::y Tgm: :nynl:;(tle:utll:wg egn?n e:'&;;ar::;e
AMOPHONE ~= | solely for the purpose Carriage Pald compiete with

GARRARD INDUCTION GR Send | ot bullding Wirclees Set and  Aerial Equipment, £9/12/0. :‘oﬁ;“‘g,’e{:’ nmed ateiusefand sold

MOTOR. For A.C. mains. Model 202, bringings radio. mithin. the  You send n 191 with S5
Mounted on 12-inch nickel motor plate 4,1 reach et 2. "Pelo'Seott and B per  weak . (pusa| JChirt sod cimvle tuning notes,
with fully automatic electric startin A gﬁ)d i hgl&ulsfetglves fecy purnlu:er mntmy) for 15 months. peclally complied by an espert.
toppi switel Cash Price 2 0! of his Bet a personal guarantee 8 means you own the best CASM or CO.D. Or §
%arlﬁaus Paid. 5 v of satisfaction, British Radio money can 45 = monthly payments of §/6.
g We glve you credit over buy. .

Balance in 11 monthly payments of 4/7.
PETO-SCOTT 1933 ADAPTA- IMPORTANT. - =
GRAM. Beautifully constructed of  Send PETO-SCOTT CO. Ltd. 77, City Road, London, E.C.1.
solid walnut with contrasting Wi talnué 8 ,3 mﬂf&&gg& Telephone : Clerkenwell 9406/7.
gl’eaﬁg?hoieanﬂgtg: talé:slylo g; 5Ce Oaln), only z‘:mxlce& ml,l:::w:‘r,sr West End Showrooms : 62, High Holborn, London, W.C.2. Teleplone : llolborn 8248.

£3/3/0. Carriage 2]/ CASH, C.0.D, or 3 Dear Sirs, Please send me CASH/C.O.D./HLP. o e o ot 0.0 5 0 30 40 900,00 o0 120 39 16 120 d 0ot 1 0
Balance in 11 month ypayments of 5/9. HP. on 0uf oWh & for which T enclose £.5 v o £, vods CASH/HLP, Deposits

W.B. PERMANENT MAGNET Send Payments. Send NAME
;df(ﬁ)qvlng;GOl]L SPEhAKER'f Type us a’list ot Y;m A €800 0 B8 00 6ad Bl € Dut 0ud Dut 0ut Bt 50 B $b UxD Ink Dub 06 $nt Bub 80 D6 1t Bl DB 0ub 1o 06 Db 64 6 1 d 120 Gutn i 00
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Jhe _Mosl Talked About Set of the Season

Never before was there such a set within
the reach of the home constructor. -Never
before such power from a battery set. Never
before so many enthusiastic letters from
constructors or so much talk about any radio
set as this Lissen “ Skyscraper’ Kit has
elicited. 50—60—70 loudspeaker stations—
everybody who builds a “ Skyscraper” gets
results like that !

THE ONLY KIT YOU Ihis new Lissen *SKY-

CAN BUILD YOURSELF only one on the market

ETM PLOY IDNG that lyou can, bmlRlﬂ ytollllrseltg
METALLISED S.G o Y %crd Valve Hie

HIGH MU DETECTOR E« nei‘!lgﬁ?‘%n‘é"’s;;r..‘f.;‘.:;
Y Power Pentode. oun

DpoEvsoENROM these three valves Lissen

have designed a home con-
PENTODE VALVES structor's kit the equal
of which there has never
been before. Why be satisfied with whispering foreign
stations when you can BUILD.WITH YOUR OWN HANDS
this Lissen “SKYSCRAPER” that will bring in loudly
and clearly distant stations in a profusion that will add
largely to your enjoyment of radio?
[:'ssen have published a 1/~ Constructional Chart, giving
the most detailed instructions ever printed for the build~
GREAT

ing of a wireless set. You can’t go wrong—every part,

every wire, every terminal is identified by photographs.
Llss EN Everybody, without any technical knowledge or skill, can
safely and with COMPLETE CERTAINTY OF SUCCESS
undertake to build this most modern of radio receivers

FR EE from the instructions given and tlje parts Lissen have

supplied.

You can get the Lnssen " Sky-

e el bx 0y potie B YOI.IRS FOR ONLY 8/6 DOWN
radio dealer, or by pomnw the

COUPON below direct factory .

To-day’ you can buy the
LISSEN “ SKYSCRAPER ”
KIT on Gradual Payment
Terms. “Skyscraper”
Chassis Kit, complete with
Valves. CASH PRICE
89/6. Or 8/6 down and
twelve monthly payments
of 7/6. !

COUPON

To+“LISSEN Ltd.,, Dept.
P.R.33), Worple Road, Igles
worth; Middlesox,.

“ Skyscraper” Kit com-
plete with Walnut Cabinet
and in-built Loudspeaker, as
illustrated, £6 5s. Cash.

Or 11/6 down and twelve
monthly payments of 10/6.

g 4

Please tend me FREE copy of
1+ Skyscraper Chart, g

Name. . sacosemroerioieariiin. 99
Address cuesiiaimntio s esnien s‘ l’!n

1]
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ROUND #¢ WORLD of WES

Next Week’s Great Free Gifts !

EADERS have had plenty of evidence.

since the publication of No. 1 of
PRACTICAL WIRELESS on Sept. 24th
last that this paper exists earnestly to foster
the interests of the home constructor.
The WIRELESS CONSTRUCTOR’S EN-
CYCLOPZADIA, specially prepared and made
exhaustively comprehensive, was made
available to regular readers of the paper.
Qur series of WIRELESS DATA SHEETS
provides the reader with valuable faects
and figures in easily consulted form.

- NEXT WEEK, however, we are giving
TWO FREE GIFTS, for in addition to
Data Sheet No. 7 (which is entitled Y
¢ Condensers and Condenser Values ™) |
there will be presented Free with

periments over the past four months.
It ig entirely new in principle, and it has
been designed so that even those with a
limited purse can make it up. So remarkable
is the set that we venture to think it will
be made in its thousands. It will receive,

on any evemng? over 100 stations w1thout,

jamming ; it is extremely selective, simple
to operate, easy to build, cheap, incor-
porates the very latest ideas (including

two S.G. valves) and, what is more impor-

r~~NEXT WEEK'S——
| GREAT FREE GIFTS!

(ACTUAL SIZE)

despatching the volumes with all speed
If you have not yet done so, therefore, affix
the gift stamps to your subseciption voueher
and forward the completed woucher in
accordance with the instructions thereon
to-day.

Wireless Set in a Walking Stick

ANOTHER well-meaning experimenter
in Berlin has devised a means of

cramming a wireless receiver into a hollow
walking stick. the whole of the apparatus,
apart from the headphones, being con-
tained in the stick, Modern traffic con-
ditions allow of no distractions for pedes-

trians, and when walking in the country 1
| personally ean think of no bettér pro-
gramme to listen to than Nature’s

every ‘copy, in an envelope, the
Home Constructor’s Handy Gauge,
made in a stout gauge of steel,
which you see illustrated actual
size in the centre of this page.
This gauge is an almgst indispens-
able tool, for it may be used as a
screw gauge, as a tap drill gauge,
as a valve leg gauge (for triodes
and pentodes), as a wire loop
former, as an insulation stripper,
as a wood scraper, as a universal
trammel for scribing holes on panels,
baseboards, etc. The exact uses to
which the gauge may be put forms the
subject _of a special article, which will
also appear next week. You cannot buy
one of these gauges, for it has been
spetially made for PRACTICAL WIRE-
LESS.. Note that you have nothing to
do in order to get it, except to buy
next week’s issue. YOUR Gauge will be
secured to the cover of YOUR copy. There
is always a great demand for gift issues, and
it is necessary for you to order now. Note
also .that next week’s issue (on sale on
Wednesday, January 25th) is the same price

%

The ¢¢ Fury Four.”
ON page 833 of this week’s issue you
will find a preliminary announcement
concerning a new wonder set—the & Fury
Four ”’—which is destined to make radio
history. © Fuller details of the * Fury
¢ Four” will"be given ‘in January 28th
issue! This rcceiver has engaged the
designer, Mr. F.~ J. Camm (Editor of
Pracrioal. WIRELESS), in exhaustive ex-

%////Q /,'P,BACTICAI./WIREI.ESS

- HOME CONSTRUCTORS HANDY GAUGE
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own broadeasts.

V2
-7
w Brussels Extends its Programmes
HE Brussels No. 1 and No. 2
stations arc now giving a
continuous- broadcast on Sundays
from 10.0 a.m. until 2.0 p.m.,
and from 5.0 p.m. .until mid-
night ; on Saturday evenings dance
music is also transmitted until
midnight.

New Long Wave Station at Droitwich
HILE the next * big noise . to be
heard in this country will be the
new West Regional 1 hear 1t is practic-
ally certain that the new long-wave
station at Droitwich will follow closely on
its heels. This will be a good thing for I
do not think I would be a mile out if I
saml that the long-wave National has a

_tant from the point of view of the reader,
it has the personal guarantee of the de.
-signer, the Editor of PracTicAL WIRELESS,
that it will do all we claim for it. Every
reader who builds the set may rest assured
that the Editor will give his personal atten-
tion to every query relating .to this set,
to ensure that readers obtain the same
phenomenal results which he has achieved.
Turn to page 833 and read his preliminary
notes on the sct.

¢ The Wireless Constructor’s Encylopadia **

JF you have not yet sent in your coupon
according to the conditions given in our

December 24th issue, you should do so
without further-dealy. We are, of course;

greater following than any other British
station. If you consider this you will
see that it is not surprising because 5XX’S
signal is always consistent, the quality
is good, although not always excellent,
and the ether around that wavelength
has enjoyed a long run of comparative
freedom from interference.

Sponsored Programmes by  Atlas
MESSRS. HADDON, CLARKE and Co.,
the makers of the famous * Atlas
series of receivers and components, have
now arranged for sponsored programmes
to be broadeast on their behalf from
Radio-Paris, 3.0-8.30 p.m. and Radio-
Normandie, 5.30-6.0 p.m. and 10.0-1(#30

p.m,-each: Sunday.
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Broadcasting Films in France
ANY Continental stations in the course
of their radio entertainments relay
performances from local cinemas. Radio
Strasbourg (France) now makes a regular
feature of this kind of broadcast. All
necessary explanations are given by-the
announcer in a running commentary where
the film in itself is not gufficiently explicit.

Penny-in-the-slot Wireless -
RADIO engineer in Durham has
patented an invention which he

proposes to offer to manufacturers and

dealers selling wireless instruments on hire-
purchase terms. Unless regular instal-
ments are paid by dropping
coins into a special slot by
means of a time switch, the
instrument automatically

““* closes down.” Arrangements

can be made by which a set

will work for a day, week
or month according to the
amount paid.

Early-Morning Transmissions

LTHOUGH broadcasts

may. be heard in the. .

early hours of the day from-
a number of Continental sta-’
tions, up to the present most
of the French studios do not
take the air beforc breakfast
time. In future, the Poste
Parisien (Paris) will awaken
its listeners with a fanfare of
trumpets at 7.30 a.m., to be
followed by a news bulletin,
a course of physical exercises,
and a concert of gramophone
records.

The Luxembourg Giant

N view of the fact that offi-

. cial authority to operate
has not yet been received
from the State, the Radio Luxembourg
super-power station is not supposed to
broadcast. It may be heard testing, how-
ever, daily between 11.0 a.m. and midday,
and again between 6.15 and 8.30 p.m.,
G.M.T., on a wavelength in the neighbour-
hood of 1,190 metres. The opening signal
consists of a serics of prolonged siven-like
notes. and buzzes. For an obvious reason,
no call is given out during the broadcast,
and no announcements are made between
items of music, yet every listener in France
knows that it is Radio Luxembourg.
Owing to the delay in opening the station,
the inhabitants of the Grand Duchy are
refraining from buying wireless instmiments.

Moscow on High Power
THE new 500 kilowatt transmitter which
the Soviet authorities have installed
at Noghinsk is now nearing completion and
will shortly be brought into operation. It
will replace the old Komintern station,
which until recently was working on
1,481 metres. A 20 kW. transmitter at
Rostov (Don) and another power station
at' Kiev, in the Ukraine district, may be
(iina.ugurated simultaneously at an early
ate. X ;

Radiod!ffusion in Switzerland
Swiss Administration of Posts and
.Telegraphs, in order to enable sub-
scribers to hear the broadcast programmes

PITT -

PRACTICAL WIRELESS

!- INTERESTING and TOPICAL
i PARAGRAPHS

.

by telephone,-has established a network of
instruments -in over twenty-five -cities.
With a view to giving a choice of home
and foreign radio entertainments, the
receivers to be leased to subscribers are
to be modelled on the dial system.

Their Nelghbour’s Loud-speaker

THE Municipality of Tunis has decreed
that too mueh radio is bad for the

nerves of the inhabitants of its city. From

THE POLICE AND WIRELESS

.- s I ettt

1.

Receiving in a wireless car orders which have been transmitted

by police headquarters.

8.0 p.m. to 7.0 a.m. listeners must either
switch off their sets or take steps to ensure
that wireless entertainments or gramo-
phone music cannot be heard by their
neighbours or by passers-by in the street.

SOIVE THIS?

Problem No. 18.

Smith converted his three-valve recelver
for use on the Short Waves. The conversion
consisted of altering the value of the grid-
leak and better wiring, with the addition of a
400 ohm potentiometer across the L.T.— and
L.T.+ terminals. The sct worked quite well
for a time, but Smith found that, although
the valves had not been altered, the accumu-
lator required much more frequent charging.
What was the cause of this? Three books
will be awarded for the first three correct
solutions opered. Mark envelopes Problem
No. -18, and send to the Editor, PRACTICAL
WIRELFSS, Geo. Newnes, Ltd., 8-11, South-
ampton Street, London, W.C.2, to reach us :
not later than January 23cd. L

b

SOLUTION TO PROBLEM No. 17

Rogerson forgot to insert the coupling condenser
between anode and transformer primary, and therefore
the H.T. was short-circuited by the resistance and
transformer primary in series.

Only two readers succeeded in giving a correct
solution of Problem No. 16, and books have therefore
been forwarded to:—

D. W. Lemmon, 32, Surnton Park Road, Irlams-o'-
th'-Helght, Manchester ; Patrick J. Best, 32, Derry
Road, Ribbleton, Preston, Lancs.

January 21st, 1933

Free Listcning Licences
OLLOWING raids by the Belgian
police with a view to the discovery
and prosecution of radio pirates, the Labour
Party in Belgium has requested the Govern-
ment to issue free licences to the unem-
ployed. ' This step was taken in Germany
some’ months ago, where, in addition, no
tax is collected from the blind or from
war invalids. B

Another Super Station for Romania ?
XPERIMENTS which have been
carried out with a 1 kilowatt trans-
mitter relay of the Buccarest programmes
having proved very satisfactory, it is re-
ported that if financial con-
ditions will permit a 150
kilowatt station is to be
erected at Craciunelu. The
most favourable channel for
the broadcasts was found to
be 1,980_metres.

Flying Radio Reporters

S news bulletins form the
major portiod of the
Moscow broadcasts, in order
to develop this feature the.
studio officials have organized
a fleet of six aeroplanes
which will enable special re-
porters to make running com-
mentaries on any event of
general interest. Each air-
craft is fitted with a short-
wave telephony transmitter
to permit it to keep in touch
with the nearest broadcasting’
station. It is further intended
to equip two_of these planes
with recording apparatus, and
thus allow a re-broadcast of
the talk at a future date.

Hilversum and Huizen

OM January 1, listeners may have

noticed that the A.V.R.O. and
V.A.R.A. broadcasting associations are
being transmitted on the higher waveband.
Although it is generally stated that the
stations exchange wavelengths, this is in-
correct, inasmuch as the transmitters
continue to operate in thé same channels.
What actually does take place is that the
studios exchange transmitters. Nuring the
period January-March, therefore, you will
hear Hilversum announcements on 1,875
metres, and Huizen entertainments on
296.1 metres.

D.X. Work
OME time ago I mentioned in these
notes that there was every indication
that reception eonditions during the present
winter would be as good as they had ever
been before during the past seven or eight
years. My prophccy has been more than
fulfilled already, and I can honestly say
that conditions are better than I have
ever known them. I have kept a more or
less continuous reception log since the days
when Eiffel Tower, Writtle (Two Emma
Tock) and The Hague were the only sources
of broadcast entertainment, but never have
distant stations come in so well as they do
at present. In saying this I make full
allowance for increased transmitting power
and receiver improvements.—JACE.
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MY "FURY FOUR”

Preliminary - Statement by F. J. CAMM
Concerning his. Remarkable New Receiver,
Details and Photographs of Which will be

Given Next Week!

T is with extreme pleasure that I announce to every redder of
PRACTICAL WIRELESS that, after four months of earnest
endeavour, experiment, and test, I have succeeded in pro-

ducing a new type of wireless receiver yielding such remarkable
results that I confidently predict that it will be made in its
thousands. As Editor of this paper, I am in a unique position
to gauge from the hundreds of letters I receive every day the type
of set which the home constructor requires, and which no designer
of home-built receivers, as far as I am aware, has as yet supplied.
The difficulties readers have encountered form a -valunable
guide to the snags encountered in home-constructed sets, and the
queries received by my Technical Staff accentuate the fact that
excellent as so m!ny home-constructed sets are, no-designer of
gets for the amateur has, so {ar as I am aware, incorporated in one
receiver the requirements which those letters indicate to be,
under modern conditions of the ether, an urgent necessity. '

The unassailable and unrivalled position, now occupied by
PRACTICAL WIRELESS directed my thoughts to the production
of a receiver which- would be; in the first place, worthy of the paper,
and which, secondly, would exorcise from the home-constructied
receiver the drawbacks and the bugbears which the amateur
‘unfortunately has come to regard as inseparable from home-
built receivers, That was four months ago.. My efforts
to produce such a receiver have been intensified by the letters
which continue to reach me daily, My endeavours, unceasingly
directed to this end in our laboratory, guided my efforts along
certain lines, culminating in the production of the * Fury Four.”
I am an engineer by education and training, and with the caution
which that training gives I suppressed the enthusiasm which
is the natural corollary to achievement, and embarked on a series
of strenuous tests to satisty myself that every reader of PRAC-
TICAL WIRELESS could, by following the very complete con-
structional details to be given in following issues, duplicate,
immediately he had attached the last wire to the set, the remarkable
results of which my set is capable.

With the one object of providing my readers with a really
outstanding receiver which would not readily go out of date,
I have very carefully analysed modern radio reception and
difficulties so that I could anticipate the snags instead of, as is
so often the case, leaving the reader to do so. The ‘* Fury Four >*
is no ordinary set. I have built into it my sixteen years’ experience
of radio design and construction, and having got the design
right, I felt that time could not be delayed in placing before
the readers of this paper an announcement of the utmost im-
portance to every home constructor of wireless sets in the country.
To accelerate the tests necessary before the announcement could
be made, not alone myself, but members of my staff and many
other radlo experts have been despatched by aeroplane all over
the country, and their reports agree in striking manner with mine.
It is no chance set merely put out as a journalistic stunt, for where-
ever it has been put on test (and the testing zones have been far
flung and specially selected because they provide the difficulties
necessary to make those tests of value), it has responded in a
remarkably uniform degree, and confirmed the results which I
bave sincerely set out to attain.

You will be afforded ample proof that these claims are not an
over-statement of the capabilities of the set. Logging charts
from various parts of the country will be placed before you.
Every detail necessary to construct the * Fury Four” will be
published in these pages, and I guarantee that, using the
components I specify, you will immediately have a receiver
which represents a marked advance on anything before published.

The ¢ Fury Four ” is, as its name implies, a four-valve receiver
employing two S.G. valves and a pentode output stage. It is,
I believe, the practice in the electrical and radio industries for
designers to name sets after themselves, a practice originated
by the pioneers of electricity, who vied with one another in their

efforts to produce a

new electrical unit
which could be named
after  them. The

vanity of these pioneers
can, of course, be excused,
for one can forgive geniuses
like Ohm, Volt, Coulomb,
Ampere, and others the
vanity of naming their
discoveries after them-
selves, so that their names
might reverberate down
the centuries. My aim has
not been to produce
a set for such pur-
poses, but to serve
my readers, and the
“ Fury Four,” you
will agree, is an
easily remembered and euphonious title.

Expert wireless- designers frequently fail to ‘achieve success
because they set up wrong standards. Opticians, for example,
set up impossible standards and proclaim that everyone needs
glasses who falls short of them. The home constructor, there-
fore, is perhaps to-day excusably weary of the claims for par-
ticular sets, which fail to materialize. If the standards are wrong
the-design must be wrong; my standards are not impossible
standards. Briefly, they are these: The set must be extremely
selective, with absence of overlapping ; it must provide ample
volume on all stations received ; it must be capable of receiving
at least 100 stations; it must be simple to operate, it must be
cheap to build, it should be free from background, it should be
economical to run; it should operate equally well on medium
and long wave-bands; it should be trouble-free, stable, easy
to construct, and, most important of all, it should be backed
by a guarantee of satisfaction by its designer. In other words,
a reader who fails to achieve what the designer claims should
be entitled to free advice until it functions in the manner claimed.
This guarantee I readily give, for every builder of the * Fury
Four ” may avail himself of my personal advice, free of charge,
on any little- difficulty he may encounter, and I shall not be
satisfied until every reader obtains the results I claim. If he
follows the instructions I shall give later this he is bound to do.

One little feature I have incorporated in the’ “ Fury Four” is
the use of voltage dropping resistances so that the builder is relieved
of the necessity of adjusting H.T. voltage. He merely places the
negative plug into the negative sockeét of the H.T. battery and
the “positive wander plug into maximum H.T. voltage. The
fixed resistances will ensure that the correct voltages are applied
to the anodes of each valve. I have also made use of these re-
sistances to act as decouplers, a purpose which they quite success-
fully serve, for a feature of the * Fury Four ” is its entire absence
of background noises.

A point which thc home constructor will appreciate is that I
have eliminated the need for accurately balancing the three
tuned circuits necessary in a modern receiver by tuning the
detector grid coil by a separate condenser and the remaining two
coils by a double gang condenser. I shall have more to say later
about this ingenious method of tuning. I do not think it possible
to incorporate in one receiver arrangements for receiving short,
medium and long waves, for short-wave reception is admittedly
tricky, and to render it efficient the medium and the long waves
must suffer. Having in mind the depth of the pocket of the
average home constructor, I have purposely kept the cost ex-
tremely low, for it may be built for about Five Pounds. The ** Fury
Four *’ is a set which will make radio history. Next week I shall
describe the set and .its performance in great detail.—F. J. C.
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' How to Calibrate Your Receiver

A Practical Answer to the Question
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MATEUR constructed receivers have

a number of possible advantages

over commercially-constructed ones,

bhut in onc respect,

point on the graph where a horizontal line
from the dial-reading (as represented on
the graph) would ecross a vertical line

I

) ) S - _uj

——=By HAROLD E. J. ORTON--

fine inseriptions can be made with indian
ink. As somewhat of a novelty, a dial
in which the numbers are white and the
‘ ! background black can

many commercial 3

receivers  score. I
o0

be made by using a
thin paper, and hav-

speak of the calibra-
tion in wavelengths of

ing a photographic
print taken from it in

the tuners.
At first sight, it
might be thought that

80

the same way as when
printing from a nega-
tive. If a dial of the

: 70
except when using one

of the few wave-

_old-fashioned rotating
. type is used, a disc

length - calibrated 60

“packs” on the

" can be fixed to the
panel, and some mark

market, the difficulty 50

of calibrating must

on the dial can be used -

as a pointer.
When the blank

prevent amateurs 40
from competing in

this matter with

disc has been made,
a line should be drawn

30
manufacturers. How-

ever, this is far from

DIAL READINGS.

on ib, starting from
' the equivalent to zero,

the case. By the 22

means I shall describe

to a position equiva-
lent to the top of the

‘in this -article, every 8

amateur can calibrate

Pt

scale. In the case of
aperture dials, this

-his receiver in wave- o
lengths, and provided
he takes reasonable
care he will be re-
warded by an accur-
acy considerably
greater than that found in most commercial
receivers.

220

Making a Graph

To provide the wavelength settings for
calibration, a graph has to be used. A
considerable number of amateurs will have
already made graphs, and in any case
the necessary procedure of making a graph
is pretty well known, so I do not propose
to say more than a-few words on the
subject. If you do not understand what is
meant or done as regards graphs, please
study carefully Fig. 1, and I think you
will soon realize what it is all about. The
graph shown is a very diminutive affair ;
graph paper is usually sold in sheets - of
about 18in. by 24in., and a full sheet should
be used for calibration. The dots on the
graph represent stations, of course, and
the position of each dot is obtained by
tuning in a reliable station, noting its dial-
reading and wavelength, and marking the

3

WAVELENGTH.

Fig. 1.—The dotted line shows how to read from a graph.

drawn from an appropriate position on the
wavelength scale. The lines need not be
drvawn, of course, the lines on theé graph
paper serving as guides. When a consider-
able number of dots are marked, they are
linked together to
form a line or
curve, and the
graph is finished.

Calibrating the Dials
Now, to get on

0,

7l 0
'//////////l//'//////
v

/
o |/
/
/ with the calibrating

’
/.I/
/////_ /// /4 of the dials. A disc

Fig. 4.—An  aperturehas to be prepared,
dial-with hair_line firedsimilar in shape to
fo give accurate readings, the original one,

inseribed in de-
grees. As to the material to use, white
celluloid, with one surface roughened by
fine emery-cloth, is ideal. As substitutes,
one can usc a good, .hot-pressed drawing-
paper, or any other material upon which

Fig. 2—A disc preparatory to
being calibrated.

Fig 3.—A nearly finished
wavelength calibrated dial.

line should coincide
with the middle of the
aperiure. The line
is the dividing line
between the respective
markings for long
waves and medium waves. At each
end, on this first line, a short line should
be drawn to mark the limits of the tuning
range. Fig. 2 should make this quite clear.

The next thing that has to be done is to
locate, on the blank disec, the positions of
each 10 metres on medium waves, and each
100 metres on long waves. With the old-
fashioned type of dial, the new dise can
be fixed in position on the panel, the wave-
length positions then being easily marked.
If an aperture dial is being calibrated,
the new scale should, be temporarily fixed
in position over the ‘original scale and
illuminated from behind—the idea being
to enable the positions of the degrees to
be seen through the new disc. If illumi-
nated dials are used, the light is auto-
matically provided, but when such dials
are not used, the original scale may have
to be removed from the dial and, together
with the blank disc, held up to a light.

(Continued on page 836.)
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[ZROM the conclusions arrived at in the
first part of this séries, it would
appear that by feeding back to the
grid circuit of a multi-mu valve some
negative voltage developed in a later stage
of the receiver, and varying with the
signal strength, a constant volume level
could be maintained. The reason is, of
course, that the increased voltage drop
due to sn increased signal would act as
additional negative grid bias on the multi-
mu valve, and thus reduce the effective
degree of radio-frequency amplification.

Let us now se¢ how such automatic
control can be applied. There are a
number of points in a radio circuit the
potential of which varies with the signal
strength. Most of them, however, are not
admissible for automatic volume control
purposes. In some instances the use of a
certain voltage drop in this

way would result in raising
the potential of the multi-mu
grids to that of the high-
tension supply, involving
considerable practical diffi-
culties. In other cases the
snag is that the available
voltage drop is also modu-
lated at radio or audio fre-
quency. It will be shown
later how these difficulties
can be overcome.

Using the Grid Leak
Perhaps the most success-
ful method of applying auto-
matic volume control to a
multi-mu valve or valves is

r==~BARTON CHAPPLE on
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the multi-mu valve, any increase
in the signal as rcaching the de-
tector grid would impress a cor-

e o

respondingly increased negative
potential on the multi-mu valve's

i

R

GRID LERK

grid, and thus tend to restore RapiO
the signal to normal strength. FREQUENCY
A theoretical diagram of this SIGNAL
arrangement is given in Fig. 2. APPLIED
Note that this is not a practical ACROSS
circuit as many essential and HERE
incidental * components have

been omitted for the sake of

clarity.” The heavy line A—B <
represents the connection be- Fi
tween the grid of the detector 12,

valve and the grid coil of the multi-mu
valve. It is through this connection that the
negative potential at A is transferred to B.
The condenser C.3, -which is of fairly large

HIF M

‘ »HT-
.—Circuit of a leaky grid detec’or.

complete filter and decoupling arrangements
in order to avoid radio frequency voltage
variations being fed back to the grids of the
multi-mu valves, where, ‘of course, they
would produce a reaction
effect leading to instability.
The circuit depicted in
Fig. 8 inoludes a radio fre-
quency choke L.3, and a by-
pass condenser C.5. for this
purpose,  while further
smoothing is obtained = by
thedecoupling resistance R.4.
Here again it is necessary to
point out that the actual
values of the various com.
ponents cannot be given quito
so precisely as could be
wished as they depend large-
ly upon the characteristics
of the valves employed and
upon general circuit condi-
tions. For the same reason

HI+

by making use of the differ~
ence of potential which exists

across the grid circuit of the
ordinary leaky grid detector.
Fig. 1 shows the con-
ventional diagram for such a detector.
It will be realized that the whole operation
of cumulative grid detection is based on the
flow of grid current. There must, therefore,
be a difference of potential across the ends
of the grid leak (through which, of course,
the grid current flows). i

If, therefore, the “ grid > end of the grid
leak is connected back to the grid coil of

|
=

Fig. 2—Skeleton circuit to expiain one
automatic volume control.

capaocity compared with the aerial tuning
condenser, serves, of course, to complete
the resonant circuit L.1, C.1.

Modifications .

The scheme thus outlined forms the
basis of an entirely satisfactory method of
automatic volume control, but several
additions have to be made beforc a practical
working

I+ arrange-

ment can
be pro-
duced. In
the first
place it
must be
remem -

bered that
the current
flowing in
the grid
leak bears
a radio fre-
quency mo-

AAAA

dulation.

It is there-
fore neces-

sary to pro-
vide rather

only conventional tuning
arrangements are indicated
in the diagram. In a prac-
tical circuit the constants of
the normal receiving net-
work must be taken into account and-
each receiver dealt with on its merits.
However, there are probably many listeners
who may like to carry out a little private
research work on the problem of automatic
volume control, so it will be advisable to
analyze the circuit given in Fig. 3 and allo-
cate provisional values for the various com-
ponents to form the starting point for
experiments, ’

method of

Analyzing the Circuit

V.1 is the multi-mu screened grid valve,
and V.2 the detector valve, both of the
indirectly heated A.C. mains type. A
simple tuning system, L1, C1, is shown for
the aerial tuning and a similar simple
arrangement for the tuned grid coupling
between the multi-mu valve and the
detector valve. Naturally, in a modern-
set such devices as, for example, band-
pass tuning would exist, but here we are
concerned only with the essential arrange-
ments for automatic volume control. R.1
and R.2 are resistors in the cathode circuit
of the multi-mu valve and are so arranged
that they automatically bias the valve.
R.1 is of fixed value and the bias it provides
is the normal amount required to prevent
the valve from running into grid current.
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Its value is
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always
guoted by /
the valve
maker, butit
cah also be
calculated
by the well-
known for-
maula : — re-
sistance in
ohms equals
desired mini-
mum grid
bias divided
by the anode

(]
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[ |
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R2

1
K

R1

current  of
the valve in
milliamps

HT—

and multi- =
plied by
1,000. R.2 is

AAAAAAA
VWY

a variable re-
sistor and
can be used
for hand control of the multi-mu valve
in the ordinary way and for pre-setting the
volume level which it is desired to maintain
automatically. Its maximum value will
again depend upon the anode current of the
valve and upon the amount of bias it is
desired to provide. A value of about
10,000 ohms is of the right order for the
average long grid base multi-mu valve and
a much smaller value, say 2,500 ohms or
less, for valves with a short grid base. C.4
is the normal detector grid condenser and
R.3 the grid leak. The voltage to be used
for automatic volume control is taken
from the grid end of R.3 through the high-
frequency choke L.3, which can be of the
ordinary type. A condenser C.5 of, say,
.0001 mfd. provides a bypass for any high-
frequency component, while R.4 is a decoup-
ling resistance having a value of twice or
three times the grid leak resistance. The
condenser C.3 to which reference has already
been made should be of about .05 mfd.

A Defect

Although technically correct, the method
of automatic volume control described
above, and the several variants of it, suffer
from one defect, namely, that the varying
negative potential available at the grid
of the average detector is comparatively
small, so that the control it offers is not
of great magnitude. It is doubtful, there-
fore, whether the scheme as outlined could
be successfully applied to a single multi-mu
valve, or, at any rate, to one of the long
grid base valves requiring a maximum
bias of the order of 40 volts. If, however,
two or three multi-mu valves are employed,
the control is more valuable because its
effects are cumulative. That is to say, the

Fig. 4 —Theoretical circuit for A.V.C. using

an auxiliary control valve.

.across this resistance, which,

effective control is propor-
tional to the square of the
controlling bias in the case
of two valves, and to its
cube in the case of three valves.
There is, however, another and very
interesting ‘method of applying automatic
control by which almost any desired degree
of control may be obtained. This method
makes use of a separate control valve
for supplying the varying negative grid-
bias to the multi-mu valve or valves. This
separate valve is connected as an anode
bend detector, and its grid receives the same
signals as are applied to the grid of the
normal detector-valve of the receiver. Since
the anode current of an anode bend detector
rises when a signal is being received, it is
a mmple matter to connect in the anode
circuit of this auxiliary control valve a
resistance of suitable value, and to so
arrange matters that the voltage drop
of course,
will increase as the signal - increases, is
fed back as a variable biasing voltage
to the grid of the multi-mu stage or
stages.

A Beiter Method

This system will be understood best
from the skeleton theoretical circuit repro:
duced in Fig. 4. In this circuit, V.1 and
V.2 are respectively the multi-mu and
normal detector-valves of the receiver, and
V.3 is the automatic volume control valve.
This is shown as a three-electrode indirectly
heated valve. The cathode of V.3 is
connected to a low positive voltage, so
that its grid is negative with respect to
the cathode—that is, the valve is adjusted
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for operation as an anode bend detector.
The grid is connected to the normal detector
grid, via a small coupling condenser, and
its anode is maintained at @ suitable
positive potential. The resistance R.3 is
connected in the anode circuit of the control
valve. When the amplitude of the signal
reaching the grid of the detector-valve and
the grid of V.3 increases, the anode current:
of V.3 also increasecs, the voltage drop
across R.3 increases in proportion, and the
decreased potential at the point A is trans-
ferred to B by the connection shown as a
heavy line.

Additions and Modifications

As in the previous case, considerable
additions and modifications are necessary
to convert this theoretical circuit into a
practical one. In the first place, the
arrangement for obtaining the cathode bias
and anode voltage of the control valve
may be improved by using, instead of a
separate potentiometer across the high-
tension supply, a series resistance at the
negative end of the high-tension supply.
This resistance must be capable of carrying
the whole high-tension current of the set,
and may be tapped to provide grid-bias
to the output and other valves. Then,
because the signals applied to the grid of
the control valve are of radio frequency,
and the anode current of that valve must,
therefore, contain a heavy radio frequency
ripple; the smoothing circuit in the link
between the points A and B must be very
carefully designed. An efficient radio
frequency choke, with a by-pass condenser
arrangement on gimilar lines to the smooth-
ing circuit of a high-tension supply unit,
but, of course, modified as to type of choke
and values of condensers to suit radio-
frequencies, is indicated here, and this may
be followed also, with advantage, by a
decoupling resistance. Neglect of this por-
tion of the circuit- would undoubtedly
result in instability.

As a basis for experiment, a sensitive
valve, of a type known to operate success-
fully as,an anode bend detector, should be
selected for V.3. The cathode bias of this
valve should be calculated in the usual
way, -and the point at which the anode
voltage for V.3 is tapped off should be
adjustable. A maximum of about 60 volts
would provide sufficient margin for experi-
ment, while the anodo load R.3 should be
in the neighbourhood of 10,000 to 20,000
ohms, depending, again, on the amount of
control bias it is required to apply to the
multi-mu valves and on the value of the
anode current of V.3. In the third part of
this series it is hoped to give a more com-
plete practical circuit, and more definite
values of the various components.

HOW TO CALIBRATE
YOUR RECEIVER

(Continued from page 834.)

When the preliminary marking, which
ghould be in pencil, is finished, the lines
and numbers should be neatly filled in
with a mapping-pen. Sec Fig. 3. Further
filling in can next be done. On an average
dial, there is only room for a tick for every
two metres on medium waves, which is
quite satisfactory. On long waves, a tick
at every twenty or twenty-ﬁve metres is
convenient. g

Fixing the Disc in Position
When the marking of the new disc is

THE SET WHICH WILL MAKE
RADIO HISTORY'!

F. J. CAMM'S
FURY FOUR

See page 833 for preliminary .
announcement.

FULLER DETAILS NEXT WEER1

The Most Remarkable Receiver Since

Broadcasting Began.

complete, the disc has to be attaclied in
position. With drum and disc dials, the
now calibrated scale can eithcr be attached
over the original scale or substituted for
it. The material of the new dlsc, and the
method of fixing of the old one, have to be

. taken into account, so choice in the matter

must be left to the reader.

One other point is worthy of mention.
A number of aperture dials have pointers
so situated that accurate reading is rather
difficult. In these instances, it is distinctly
advisable, and nearly always readily prac-
ticable, to attach a piece of thin wire or
cotton across the aperture, as in Fig. 4,
which enables highly accurate readm!r fo
be readily taken, and the full advantaue
of wavelength calibration to be realized.
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If you have not yet claimed ybur presen-
tation copy of the Wireless Constructor’s
Encyclopcedia you -should do so without delay !

We are despatching the presentation volumes of the
WIRELESS CONSTRUCTOR’S ENCYCLOPAEDIA with
all speed. Gift stamps which appeared on the back covers
of PRACTICAL WIRELESS f_gom our first issue (dated
September 24th, 1932) to December 24th, 1932, should be
attached to the subscription voucher sent to all readers who
reserved copies, and the completed voucher should be sent
in accordance with the instructions thereon without delay.
If you have lost or mislaid your subscription voucher and
have been unable to claim your volume for this reason, you
will be glad to know that you can still obtain your copy of the
WIRELESS CONSTRUCTOR’S ENCYCLOPAEDIA if
you send at once the thirteen Gift Stamps, atfaching them
to the label below, together with a Postal order for 2s. 4d. for
the Standard Edition, or 3s. 6d., if you desire the de Luxe

i ) Edition, to ‘ Practical Wireless > Presentation Department,
slmﬂ""h:‘"‘;:"’;:“:’; 39, King Street, Covent Garden, W.C.2. If you have

edition of the Wiretless ~ Mislaid some of your Gift Coupons enclose 2d. extra for each
Constructor’s Encyclopaedia,  coupon which is missing. i

SOME READERS’ OPINIONS

“1 thank you for your Practical Encyclopaed'l.a, which 1

think fs ar admirable and compreuaensive book.”—B. 0. K., :
Catford.

““I1 have received my Wireless Constructor’s Encyclop=dia,
and must say I am very pleasel to have such a book.”’—
J. W., New Maliden.
“ I.must say that the bhook you have sent me is far beyond
my expectations, and I am thoroughly satisfied with the.
same, . . . It is a magnificent volume, of which I shall
feel justly proud to be the owner.”’—V. F,, Earl Shildon. Name ....... L
s I thank you for your Encyclopadia. It is a valuable work, s /
well Dustrated, and the circuit diagrams are think, a
good addition to the book.”—F, W, S., Sheffield.
“I thank you very much for the copy of the Wireless
Epcyclopadia. I canzot expiain what pleasure the hook has Fllll Address

....... L L T

given me in reading through it.”’—0. G. P., Walthamstow.

“ I have received my presentation book and just had to write
to you to say what a wonderful book it is; certainly the
best gift ever offered to the general public. Packed full of
the most useful information and put together in the best
possible way.””—F. W., Brighton,

“ Many thanks for your presentation volume, It iz a fine R e T, Peasiasisssectiabaacinean
work, and is just the thing for the censtructor.”—J. H.,
Rotherham.

T thank you for the COonstructor’s Encyclopmdia, From my
perusals of Practical Wirclcss I thought that the Encyclo-
pazdia would be good, but it is evenm better than I expected,
and I am sure it will prove invaluable to keen amateurs.”’—
L. D. L., 8t. Annes/Sea,

¢ T would like to thank you very much for the Constructor‘s
Bncyclopmdial which ‘} hxﬁe refuivcég. " It is c(:imt?illtd {1'1 ia
very neat volume and well explain n every deta £ 3

a ;’)haasul; fo bo ablo to read such a book,”—A, W, F., If undelivered please return to-=
Shepton Mallet,

«T have received _QB.Eémyclopmdia. Many thanks for such 3 PRACTICAL WIRELESS ’” Presentation Dept.,

almuahlte T Tolie itk then N the  Enoyelopwdl t

“Y beg to acknowledge w! anks e Encyclopadia sen 1

to me. It is, in myg opinion, a very fine book, and must 39 Klng Street: Covent Garden, Londonr wcz
prove most imstructive and Interesting to ecvery wireless
amateur,”’=T, H., Bristol.

88880 e st a0t o000 0ranaaast sttt attatsen ansletsletatannnncrnsoannetne
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URING the course of ‘some of the
previous articles I have been forced
to gloss over the exact interpretation

of the expression * Synchronism,” but in

view of its extreme importance in relation

¢ By H. J. BARTON CHAPPLE,

PART VI.
T s

TELEVISION?

A Short Series Explaining the Fundamental Principles.

-o.o-«_‘u-nci 1

Wh.Sch., B.Sc. (Hons.), A.C.G.1.,
D.I.C., 'A.M.l.E.E.

chronism. Here the same pair;of pendu-
lums not only execute exactly -timed
swings, but both their motions at any

~

— —

Fig. 1.—The analogy of a pair of pendulums.

to successful television reception I propose
to devote this instalment to a consideration
of the problems involved and describe how

it can be achieved for the purpose of suc-
cessfully establishing proper television
reception at any point. The simplest of
schemes will no doubt occur to the reader,
namely, that of driving the transmitter
and recciver motors from the same alter-
nating current mains network. Synchron-
ous motors worked under these conditions
arc admirable and in the U.S.A. quite wide
networks are linked.up covering large areas,
and this in itself solves what is admitted to
be television’s most acute problem. In this
country, however, it will be necessary to
wait until the ambitious ‘ Grid ” system is
well advanced before advantage can be
taken of linked electricity mains over large
areas. For the benefit of readers who happen
to reside in the localities, however, it is as

- welliito mention that the sanie eclectrical

supply company which feeds the motors of
the television transmitter at Broadcasting
House covers the Marylebone area and
sections of Hampstead:

Several Suggestions
Many and varied have been the sug-

they are solved. . TOOTHED WHEEL" FIELD 5 e A
4 : = gestions put forward to maintain identical
S o ik e O colp o R GBIC e hebwesn the raramitte and v
ge)chr(gmisn; for I find so often that this wmmm{] - mechanisms, but the majority have had to
Siyl;'lple term is confused and only a hazy @ be discarded on the grounds of complication,
impression exists in. the mind of the indivi- gﬁgﬁfea nad’d(lg"?)g?l %%%l;?eil: fgqﬁ?gglgm’;
dugl. 'Ob(‘jr}ous‘y(’ﬁ:&iigfgl:)tlﬁzi :h%nagglé: simple and inexpensive method whereby the
3?5 ig:, x:nd“;:r?n i g s rotating temechamsn(l)d of the ]televmo]n
2 . : transmitter can produce regular signals
plain if I give two simple every-day analo- which in some way can control the revolu-
S¢Sy tions of the scanning disc or mirror drum
i at the receiving end.
Analogies c - One suggestion put forwa;d wzlmls to
In Fig. 1A is shown a pair -4 arrange to short-circuit the photo-
of pendulums, identical in _.NEON LAMP HT+ glectric colls six times per revolution

length and weight, suspended
from a beam and set swinging.
The time executed for each
swing by each pendulum is the
same, but they
are not in
‘* phase,” that
is to say, when
one i3 reaching
the top of its
motion in one
direction, the
other is reach-
ing the top of
its motion in an-
other direction.
In consequence,
at no time are
they “in step ”
and the con-
dition fulfilled is
known as isoch-
ronism, a term
indicating
identity of speed
or time move-
ments, but an
absence of
‘“ phase.” We
have to turn to
the condition
shown in Fig.
1B before § we

Fig. 2.—A black band
introduced artifici lly.
The spot light is masked
sut,and thereis a
momeniary period of
darkness, and thus no
light is reflected on the
photo-electric cell.

VALVE

Fig. 3.—Diagram showing conneclions
of the Neon and Synchroniser.
instant are identical, and it is this
double condition which must be satis-
fied for synchronism to be fully established.

For a-second example suppose we také the
case of two electrically driven clocks used

movements of the minute and hour hands
will be the same, but unless they have both
been set to the same Greenwich time they
will register different times at the same in-
stant. Under thesc circumstances they will
be only isochronized-and synchronism will
not take effect until the hands of both

the same instant.

It is thus seen that while we can achieve
isochronism without bringing about syn-
chronism, it is impossible to establish
synchronism without; having first satisfied
the condition of “isochronism. 1In any
television system isochronism is first of all
achieved through the agency of the mechan-
ism incorporated in the apparatus and
generally this is done automatically, but the
question of “ phasing® has to be under-
taken by each individual operator and is
quite simple, as we shall see later.

The Simplest Scheme
Having appreciated what synchronism

have frue syn- |

demands, the next point to consider is how

in the same house, that is to say, they are |-
working off the same mains. The angular |

clocks are set to register the same time at |.

An early form of automatic synchronising
using a thirty bar commutator working in cons
junétion with a relay.



One of the earliest models of cogged wheel automatic synchroniser.

of the transmitter scanning disc, through

the medium of a commutator mounted on | that there are thirty strips to each picture,

the end of the transmitter motor shaft.
While this drastic treatment cannot be said
to improve the photo- =
electric celis, it is
likely to cause a flash
over -the wireless
transmitter. The
maximum signal must
always be controlled
by the wireless trans-
mitter, therefore the
picture signal would
have to be unreason-
ably reduced to allow
for this. The signal at
the receiving end has
its - high frequency
component by-passed
into the neon circuit,
while the synchronizing pulses are filtered
out, amplified and finally made to drive a
phonic wheel to which is coupled the receiver
disc.

Prom—

Using the Television Signal

1t is generally agreéd, however, that the
first step-towards a ‘real solution of the
synchronizing problem was made in this
country by Mr. Baird, being disclosed pub-
licly for the first time as far back as 1928.
Here the television picture itself at the trans-
mitting end is made to provide the signal
pulses used to keep the television recciver
in a condition of isochronism or equal speed
with the transmitter. The first require-
ment is a component of the main television
signal which 1s dependent only upon the
‘rotating , mechanism and takes no cog-
nisance of the nature of the.subject being
televized.

A moment’s reflection on the details
of the transmitting process described in
carlier articles .will enable the reader to
see that there is an actual light strip se-
gquence which is unvarying during the whole
period of the transmission, provided, of
pourse, the transmitter motor ‘runs at a
sonstant - speed.  Assuming the present
standard of twelve and a half pictures per

PRACTICAL WIRELESS

second used in this country and remembering

this strip sequence signal has a frequency
of 30 by 123, that is 375.

A small television motor with the synchronising mechanism partly dismantled to show the

details.

Artificially Introduced
To make this signal of a very definite
character it is usual to introduce artificially

839

a black band at the top of the sweep of the
transmitter light spot. It is created by
masking out a depth equal to the size
of one scanning.spot, and this is shown
in Fig. 2. There is a momentary period of
darkness as far as the photo-electric cells
are concerned, and hence tlie signal gurrent
has a marked decrease 375 times per second.
Naturally this signal, dependent itself
upon the transmitter mec¢hanism, forms
part of the complete television signal,
and the next point to explain deals with

-the methods adopted to make the receiver

mechanism respond to these synchronizing
impulses.

One method, used for quite a long period,
employed a thirty-bar commutator working
in conjunction with. a relay which open:
circuited a resistance in the motor field.
The main details .of this.device are shown
in an accompanying illustration, but the
scheme suffered from several drawbacks
arising very largely from sparking and
relay adjustments. It has now  been re-
placed by the cogged wheel method, and
the first model of this which was used is
seen in another photograph.

"Cogged Wheel Method

The exact description of the funetioning
is rather involved, but stated simply we
have two small electro-magnets mounted
diametrically opposite to one another
on a framework of magnetic material.
This framework in turn is held on the
driving motor carcase but magnetically in-
sulated from it, and in addition it should
be capable of moving round relative to the
motor. Positioned
centrally between the
pole tips of the electro-
magnets is a thirty-
toothed cogged wheel
held rigidly on the
motor shaft. The aver-
age clearance between
pole face and tooth
face is .006 inch, so it
is essential to carry
out the mounting
quite accurately.

A third illustration
shows a small tele-
vision motor with the
synchronizing mech-
anism partly dismantled. The two mag-
net coils are connected so that the pole
(Continued on page 859.)

- ."J .1__
O. B

. An amateur maki

ng adjustments to his home-made television receiver, the syn-
chronising mechdnisin being seen in the centre. J
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A Plug-In Bulb for Fault Finding
ANY readers no doubt find it difficult
to examine the interior of their sets
—for broken wires, or other faults. Here is
a little gadget, easily and cheaply con-
structed, which leaves both hands free,
and illuminates the interior of the set.
Take a fuse-holder, the type shown at A,
and remove its base. Cut a piece of ebonite
about 13in. by jin. and drill two holes to
take valve pins. These pins should be

TONRRINE 1 i1 4

LB
u—_-..—s-f\
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A handy gadget for fault-finding.

gin. apart—to enable them to fit the fila-
ment sockets of an ordinary valve-holder,
and should be connected to the fuse-holder
as shown at B. An ordinary valve-holder
should be fastened to the woodwork by a
couple of wood screws—the most suitable
place must be determined by the reader,
the back ncar the lid being a very likely
place—and connection made from the
filament terminals, to the L.T. terminals of
the set. A flash-lamp bulb of the 2 or 3}
volt type, when inserted in the fuseholder
of the completed gadget will give ample
illumination for all ordinary purposes.
The gadget can be taken out of the valve-
holder when not required. This also malkes

a quite useful tester when trying out new |.

circuits, as it can easily be placed in each
valve-holder of the set, and with L.T.
and H.T. connections made in usual way,

prove whether everything is correct or |

otherwise. If the flashlamp bulb blows—
well, something is wrong and the price of
a valve saved. There are several other uses
this little tester can be put to, but the
reader will readily visualize them himself.
—RicHArRD GiBsoN (Blyth).

Conneeting Condensers in Series
O connect two fixed condensers together
in scries a better way than using wire is
to connect the condensers by placing two of
the terminal screws together and running one
of the terminals over the two ends, as shown
in the sketch. To make a tight connection
use the other terminal as a lock-nut. By
connecting in this manner a neater appear-
ance is obtained than by using wire, besides
which there is no chance of the connection
working loose.—D. W. StoNE (Morden).

A method of con-
necting two fixed
sondensers lo-
gether.
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FRGM EADERS

THAT DODGE OF YOURS!

Every reader of “ PRACTICAL WIRE.-
LESS” must have originated some little
dodge which would interest other readers.
Why not pass it on to us? For every item
published on this page wet will pay haif a
guines. The latest batch is published below.
Turn that idea of yours to account by send-
in,

g it in to us, addressed to the Editor,
“ PRACTICAL WIRELESS,”  George
Newnes, Ltd., 8-11, Southampton Street

Strand, W.C.2. Put your name and address
on every item. Please note that every notion
sent in must be original. Mark envelopes
¢ Radio Wrinkles.”

A Cheap Short-Wave Adaptor
THIS simple arrangement will convert a
three-valve broadcast receiver into a

A 7o AccumutAror ]WSXK (Pittsburgh) once on] the
oud ___

good short-wave recciver. With materials
costing only a few shillings the writer

has received American and Canadian 1 aepiar

transmissions every night for a week:

oudspeaker ; Rome very
on the loud-
speaker ; and on
the telephones,
the Empress of
Britain. Materials

LISSEN 3 RANGE
S.W.COIL

NUMBERS INDICATE
TERMINALS ONCOIL

TERMINAL OF EACH
SWITCH TO 3 ONCOIL

A useful short-wave

/
ToREAC.COND. adaplor.

arc as follows : Cne short-wave eoil (Lissen),
one .0003 fixed condenser (Telsen), and one
** Formo-densor ” maximum .0001, and
two small push-pull shorting switches.
Two plug-in coil mounts to fit existing
coil holders are also required. Firstly, the
two shorting switches should be wired
with Glazite to the terminals shown on the
diagram issued with the coil, between
2 and 3, and 3 and 4. These switches cut
out sections of the coil not used.

d

.0003 is connected in series with the tuning-
condenser, thus reducing it to a value of
.00015. Now remove the tuning and reaction
coils from the set, and insert the short-wave
tuner with its coil-holders and switches ag
shown. Unscrew the ‘ Formo-densor*’
until the reaction is obtained and vary
the plate voltage until reaction is smooth.
The advantage of this switching arrange.
ment is that wavelength of three ranges
may be covered by pushing two switches
and without changing coils at al]. Also by
replacing the original coils and shorting
the aerial condenser, the London stations
can be heard—JoaN V. WiLp (Kew
Gardens).
PAPER ROUND BLADE

¥ | =
) T SFT

|4 7

An improvised acrial series condenser.

-

A Simple Aerial Series Condenser
WHEN carrying out selectivity experi-
ments or in short-wave work, a small
condenser in the aerial lead is often useful.
If the aerial is earthed by mecans of a
knife switch, such a condenser can be easily
improvised. A ‘piece of notepaper about
lin. squarc is folded in half and placed on

the blade of the switch, which is
then pushed home into its contacts
in the normal way as if connecting
the aerial to the set. The paper
forms the dielectric and the blade
one plate, while the contacts form
the other plate of the condenser.
The capacity may be varied quite
considerably by altering the area of
the blade actually between the
T Contacts ‘or by varying the
AErRIAL thickness of the paper dielectrie.
The actual capacity of the con-
170 denser so formed varies with
EAR™H different types of switches, but
in most cases is well below
0001 mfd.—R. T. Warp (Ox-
ford).
Automatic Lighting Switch
N a wireless receiver is situated
in a dark corner of the room, thus
making it difficult to see inside the cabinet;
The sketch shows an arrangement for auto-
matically lighting the interior of the set.
When eclosed, the cabinet lid pushes down
the projecting pin, which forces the springy
brass contact away from the screw holding
down the flashlamp holder. The circuit is
thenn broken, and the lamp extinguished.
On raising the lid contact i3 restored and

the lamp lights.—H. H. CrawLEY (Oxford).

Then the coil holders are wired ac-
cording to Lissen’s diagram, i.e.,
aerial in at No. 1 and out at No. 2
(earth). Reaction from the plate of

the valvo to No. 5 and from
22 No., 6 to the reaction con-
denser- The ‘* Formo-den-
sor ” is connected in series
with the aerial and unscrewed
halfway. The fixed condenser

SIDE OF
CABINET,

PIN PROJECTING QSOVE TOP OF SIDE\L

= 0 2 T2 e

SPRINGY BRASS CONTACT

¢

i
A simple automatic h‘ghlingi
switch for « radio cabinet.

TO L, TERMINALS OF 9ET. — |
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’ COSSOR MELODY MAKER

For less than ever before you can now own an

Pr.

B 9B

up-to-date Screened Grid Receiver — the * Cossor
Melody Maker—equipped with every modern refine-
ment and having the performance and appearance

of an expensive factory-built set,

The remarkable

efficiency of the Cossor Melody Maker—its selectivity,
its range, its high all-round performance—has resulted
in an extraordinary degree of popularity. So great
has been the demand that even the vast resources
‘of the great Cossor works have been severely taxed

‘to meet it

The enormous production of Melody

Makers has permitted wholesale reduction in manufac-
turing costs. This reduction is passed on to you. Send
the coupon for full details. .

BATTERY MODEL 335

with  Self-Contained Loud Speaker

Kit of Parts includes 3 Cossor Valves (220
V.5.G.Variable-Mu Metallised Screened Grid
210 H.L. Metallised Detector and 220 P.
Qurput); Individually Shiclded Coils. All-
Metal Chassis and all parts for assembling the
Receiver as illustrated ; handsome cabinet
18%in. x 13} in. x 10} in, and 10in. Balanced-
Armature Loud Speaker. Provision ismade for

feting Gramophone
Pick-up Socket and £6 17 6
Plug. Prlce 2 a

Hire Purchase Terms ., 17]6 deposit
and 9 monthly payments of isl-

BATTERY MODEL 334

Kit of Parts, similat to Model 335 except
that ao loud speaker is supplied. Hand-
some cabinet 9! in,

x 1 inx 101 e, £5.15-°

Hire Purchase Terms: 18/- deposit
and 9 monghly payments -of 12/6,

BATTERY MODEL 333

Kit of Parts, complete with wvalves for
building Cossor Melody Maker Chassis for
ficting to your own cabinet, Specification
as Model 335 but

without loud speaker £ 4 19 6

ot cabmet.  Price . ®
HRire Purchase Terms: 1§/ deposit
and 9 monthly payments of 10/6.

ALL-ELECTRIC MODEL 337

with Sell-Contained Loud Speaker

Kit of Parts for All-Electric Melody Maker
Model 337 similarto Model 335 (as illustrated)
but for all-electric operation, including
Cossor Valves, handsomely finished Cabinet,
18}in. x 17Hin. x 10iin., Loud Spcaker and

all parts. For A.C, Mains only 200-2%
voles (adjustable),
DR £40.17.6
Price L4 L]
Hire Purchase Terms : 2§} deposit
and 10 monthly paymenis of 216

Prices do not

apply in L.F.S.

Yo A. C. COSSOR LTD..

Melody Dept.. Highbury Grove, e My tsual
London. N.5.
" Please send me free of charge a full
size Constructional Chart, whichtellsme A ddress . oernieccecoriccniiccisrscitonnes | Address ..

*Batt
how to huild the mer.—Aﬁ%;‘

Retailer is .....cwrmm.e.

R b

L G

ALL-ELECTRIC MODEL 336

Kit of Parts, similar to All-Electric Model
337 except that no loud speaker is supplied.
Handsome _cabinet

s e £0 45.0

Hire Purchase Terms : 19]6 deposu
and Yo monthly oayments ot 1916

ALL-ELECTRIC MODEL 338

Kit of Parts for All-Electric Melody Maker
Model 338 Chassis. Identical with Model 336
except that no cabinet is supplied. Escuc-
cheon and template for drilling your own

cabinet is included.
£8.15.0

Price

Hire Purchase Terms : 32]6 deposit

and 8 monthly payments of 20]-.
Models 336 and 338 are ayailable for use on
A.C. Mains only, 200 to 250 voles (adjust-
able), 40-100 cycles,

COUPON BRINGS YOU FULL - SIZE
CONSTRUCTIONAL CHARTY

A. C. Cossor Lid., Highbury Grove, London, N.s.

Depats at

Bdlclody Maker. PRAC. 21/1733.
(Strikz out sype not reguired.y T

Birningham, Bristol, Glasgow, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester.
Ner le, Shefficld, bcl/axr. Cardiff and Dublin. Q) 220
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An easily-made
battery stand.

H.T. Battery Stands

IGH-TENSION batteries are still a
comparatively expensive item of
equipment, and one cannot afford to take
any risks that may shorten the life of
a big battery through premature deteriora-
tion. As damp is one of the things that
are detrimental, it is important to keep the
battery cool and dry. The best plan is to
arrange the battery so that the air can
circulate freely all round the outer case.
A simple way ef achieving this end is to
place the battery on a wooden stand that
will raise it off the table, shelf, or cabinet-
floor on which it would otherwise rest.
The battery-stand shown in the sketch can be
made very easily at little cost. The end
pieces marked ‘““ AA” in the sketch can
be cut from stripwood lin. square section,
while the central har may be lin. wide by
3in. thick. The three strips are assembled
with glue and a couple of wood screws or
nails. The dimensions of the stand depend,
of course, on the size of the battery that
i8 to be accommodated.—NorMaN HURST
{Wimbledon). ‘

Repairing Accumulator Terminal Screws
DOUBTLESS many wireless enthusiasts
have experienced the trouble of
terminal screws on an accumulator breaking
off through corrosion. Such terminal
screws can be made good by the following
method. On referring to the sketch,
which is practically self-explanatory, it
will be noted that the lugs which are
attached to the plates have two screws
soldered to
them. The tops
of the lugs were
filed flat and
. two cheese-head
brass SCrews,
the same diame-
ter and pitch as
the thread in

A method of repairing broken terminal screws
on an accumulator.

terminal nuts, were obtained. A large
blob of solder was then placed on
cach lug with a soldering iron and the
heads of the screws were then tinned and
held in position with a pair of pliers, a
collar of solder being worked -around
the heads with a hot soldering iron. The
top parts of the collars were afterwards

' PRACTICAL - WIRELESS

filed flat to give a good bearing surface for

the terminal tags. The method was only
adopted as a temporary repair, but it has

stood up to its work for several months i, aary
without failing, and appears to be as strong TErmmALES
It also has the ™"

as the original screws.
combined advantage of being easy to
repair in the event of breaking again, and
the cost of the repair is practically nil.—
G. F. Bar~err (Ravenscourt Park).

Mounting a Metal Panel
ALTHOUGH metal panels are not very
often used in the ordinary type of
broadcasting receiver, they nevertheless
have a distinct advantage in preventing
hand capacity effects when using a short-
wave receiver. The following method of
arranging the metal panel without the aid
of angle supports is simple, and has an ex-
ceptionally neat appearance, completely
sereening from view any jagged edges which
might otherwise be visible. Obtain two
{or more according to the size of the panel

January 21st, 1933

‘%\\_@,‘¢‘J TOAERIAL
e— i ¥

1“.’,”1“5/ Zor> | P SMALL PIECE
A RO d OF EBONITE

BARE THE WIRE DOUBLE AND TWIST
An efficient earthing switch.

easily be attached to same and the instru-
ments mounted before placing in position in
the cabinet.—H. WEARING (Devonport).

A Simple Earthing Switch
AN ordinary house lighting switch of
the tumbler type makes a very
efficient earth switch. The switch should
ke fitted outside the house, enclosed in a
small box with hinged front, the box, of
course, serving to exclude rain and dirt.
The connections need little explanation.
The lead in should not be cut at the
switch, but the wire bared, doubled,
and twisted and inserted into one
point of the switch, the free end of
lead being taken to lead-in tube. The
earth lead is treated likewise and
connected to the other point of switch,
and the free end to earth on set. To

) R S
Using wooden beading for mounting a metal
panel.

to be mounted) polished wooden stair
rods (costing about 3d. each), as shown in
the accompanying illustration. Cut same
into four lengths, taking care that the ends
of each are cut at 45 degrees. Next, place
the lengths around the front of the cabinet
and seeure by means of screws in the
positions indicated. Th3 panel should now
be placed in position, and a pencil im-
pression made on same from the front
around the inner edge of the beading,
which will help as a good guide for drilling
the holes which are necessary to hold the
panel in place. After drilling these out—
also the holes required for the condensers,
switches, etc., according to the
circuit in use—the panel can
then be screwed in position from
the rear. If a separate base-
board is used the panel -can

operate, switch on for earthing aerial,
and switch off to use set.—E. P. Frost
(Colchesber).

Automatic Switching for Aerial Con-
denser
OST owners of inexpensive sets,
such as a Det., and 2 L.¥., have
found that much volume is lost on
long waves through the aerial con-
denser being in circuit, although it is
l' l indispensable on medium waves. The
) majority have some method of short-
ing it, with a piece of wire or other-
wise, but this means fiddling inside
the set when it is desired to change the
waveband. Here is illustrated a device
which automatically shorts the series con-
denser. on long waves only. The device
consists of two pieces of springy metal bent
as shown, the irear piece being bent over
at the top and cut to a point.  The length
of these pieces is determined by the height
of the switch spindle above the baseboard.
When the switch is out, for the medium
waves, the contacts should come apart,
the front one clearing the spindle of the
switch. 'The terminals A B are, of course,
connected to the terminals on the aerial
condenser.—READER (Walker-on-Tyne).

Py i

Simple automatic switching for aerial series condénser.
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OW that you have finished the con-
struction of your Selectone you will
naturally be very anxious to give

it a test and see what it will do.

First, fit the G.B. battery in its clip, and
put in the wander plugs. Plug “ G.B.+-”
goes into the “ + ” socket, but-the positions
of the other plugs will depend to a certain
extent on the voltage of the H.T. battery
employed. Assuming it to be of 108 volts,
“G.B—" should be put in the 1}-volt
socket, *“ G.B—1 ” in the 3-volt socket, and
“G.B.—2"” in the 6-volt socket. If a
120-volt battery is to be wused, plugs
“G.B.—” and “ G.B.—1 ” should be taken
to the 3 volt and 43-volt sockets respectively,
whilst plug “ G.B.—2 " should be put in
the 9-volt socket. Now insert the valves
into their respective holders as indicated
in Fig. 3. Connect the H.T. and L.T.
batteries by means of suitable lengths of
flex (when I say suitable” I mean that

- By FRANK PRESTON,

) ) -

. Connecting Up, and Using the

FRA. i

the lengths must be such that the wires
will reach to the batteries, wherever you
propose to store them).

Attach the saerial and earth leads to
terminals ¢ A >’ and “ E,” and then connect
two speaker wires to terminals “ L.S.4- 7
and “ L.S.—"—it doesn’t matter which
way round the latter wires are connected.
The speaker is fitted with an output trans-
former, having ratios suitable for either
ordinary or pentode output valves; in
this case the wires should be connected to
those terminals provided for ‘‘ ordinary ”
valves.

The First Trial
And now we are ready for giving the
Selectone a “ trial run.”” Do not put it

in the cabinet until you have tried it and
so verified everything. Do not forget to
pull out the radio-
gram switch knob to

Selectone

put the set into the “ radio ** position, and
to put the wave-change switch into the
position required—for long waves, push in,
and for medium, pull out, the knob.

For a start, put the coil plug into socket
No. 1, which provides maximum sensitivity
and minimum selectivity. Set the reaction:
condenser to its minimum (fully anti-
clockwise) position, turn the tuning dial to
zero and commence to rotate it by means
of the slow-motion knob. Continue this
until a station is heard and then increase
strength by carefully adjusting the reaction
condenser. If the condenser is turned too
far, the set will oscillate (whistle), so care
must be taken not to turn it past the point
at which distortion begins. Incidentally, it
should be added that oscillation can cause
interference to neighbouring receivers, but
it is not of a very serious nature, due to the
loose coupling between the aerial and grid
coils of the tuner.

Perspective view of the Sclectone, “
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Haying brought the signal up to full
stréngth you can adjust the tone control ;
when set to the maximum clockwise position
the resistance is entirely out of circuit and,
consequently, reproduction is low pitched
and rather hoomy, but by turning the knob
in an anti-clockwise direction reproduction
is gradually raised in pitch until it becomes
“thin” and ‘‘screechy.” Somewhere
hetween the two extremes you should be
able to obtain just the tone you require.
Do not be misled by the fact that as the
control is turned towards the * shrill”
position there is a certain reduction in
overall volume ; this is quite normal.

Overloading

Due to the high amplification properties
of the Selectone it is possible to overload
the second and last valves when listening to
local stations. Overloading is indicated
when good reproduction cannot be obtained
with any setting of the tone control and
can be obviated in two ways. The first
is to turn back the reaction condenscr, and
the second is to transfer the coil plug to a
lower tapping (sockets 2, 4 and 5). In
one or two cases, where a long aerial is used
near to a powerful station, it might be
necessary to connect a .0001 mfd. pre-set
condenser in series, with the aerial lead-in.
The latter has not been included in the
set itself because it will only be necessary

in very rare instances, Overloading could be
avoided byreplac-

ing the 210 H.L. LIST OF
and 220 P. valves

PRACTICAL WIRELESS

stations, others can be received in a similar
manner. Remember, that the set is in its most
sensitive condition when it is just off the
point of oscillation—indicated by a faint
“ breathing ” sound—and so when search-
ing for very distant or low-power stations,
it-should be kept in this condition by
.advancing the reaction knob at the same
time as the tuning condenser. - For most
purposes, however, it will be sufficient to
set the reaction condenser roughly, and
tune in with the slow-motion knob of the
tuning dial only. When two stations can
be hcard together, selectivity must be
sharpened by advancing the reaction
condenser and/or by putting the coil plug
into a socket of a higher number. The
optimum setting of the tome control will
be dependent upon the degree of selectivity
employed, and will vary for different
gtations., Of course, it 18 not essential
that the tone control should be altered from,
‘say, its midway position, but by making
suitable adjustments, distant stations can
be brought in as clearly as the locals. As
you are well aware, the latter is quite
impossible with ordinary receivers, and
explains why distant stations are not
usually so clear as the nearer ones.

If you make a note of the dial settings for
stations identified, these will be of great
.assistance in helping you to locate others.
Once you have made a log of stations
received it will be an easy matter to get any

COMPONENTS FOR THE SELECTONE
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particular ome just when you want it.
Suppose, for instance, that you have logged
"Fécamp on 50 degrees. To get it
again you will sct the tuner to 50, advance
reaction almost to oscillation point, and
slightly re-tune, if necessary. ing can
| be carried out with great accuracy because
the micro dial gives a reduction drive of
100 to 1. In other words, the knob must
be turned through fifty complete .révolu-
tions to drive the pointer from 0 to 180
degrees. Moreover, tuning is so sharp that
many stations can be tuned in and out
again in little more than half a degree.

After having had some cxperience of
tuning you can try altering the grid-bias
voltages to plugs *“ G.B.—" and “ G.B.—2.”
Before making any changes, switch off the
set, and then try moving one plug at a
time. Remecmber that the H.T. consump-
tion will be least when the maximum
amount of bias is employed ; therefore, use
the highest G.B. voltages which give good
results. '

Using A Pick-Up

The Selectone can be used as an excellent
gramophone amplifier by connecting a pick-
up to the terminals provided, and pushing
in the radio-gram switch knob. Find the
best valuc of grid-bias for plug “ G.B.—"
in the same way as before—it will probably
be either 1} or 3 volts.

If it is required to use the tone control on
: gramophone rc-
production, the

volume

by types 215 P
and - 230 X.P.,
respectively, but
the latter valves
would give less
amplification on
distant  stations
besidesconsuming
considerably more
high-tension
current.

Getting  Distant
Stations
After having

tuned in the first

1 Vibranti plywood panel 14in. by 8in.

1 Utility Standard .0005 mfd. condenser.

1 Utility type W. 181 micro-dial.

1 Lissen 00015 mfd. differential condenser.

I Colvern type “ T.D.” coil.

1 Lissen 3-point wavechange switch.

1 Telsen on-off battery switch.

1 Wearite type “ G.C.O.” radio-gram switch.
1 Lissen 5,000 ohm potentiometer.

3 Eddystone chassis mounting valve-holders.
1 T.C.C. .0002 mfd. fixed condenser.

1 Dubilier 3 megohm grid leak,

1 Dubliier grid leak holder.

1 Telsen Standard H.F. choke.

1 Benjamin Transfeeda.

1 T.C.C. 2.mfd. condenser.

1 Varley Rectatone transformer.

1 Belling Lee baseboard fuseholder with 60 m,a.

use.

10 Belling Lee “ Junior ” terminals ; 1 each marked
A, E, L.T.4, L.T.—, H.T H.T.+,L.S.—,
L.S.+ and 2 marked Pick-Up.

=

6 Belling Lee wander- plugs; _marked
G.B—, GB.—1, G.B.—2, HT.+, H

.1 Strip Becol ebonite, 14in. by 1iin.

1 Bulgin G.B. battery clip.

1 Coil Glazite connecting wire.

1 short length flex.

1 5-ply baseboard, 14in. by 8in.

2 pieces hard wood, 7§ln by 3in.

1 p?eée'%-ply. 14in. by 2in.
Approximate total cost—£4 10s. od.

G.B.+,

pick-up
control must be of
ratherlowerresist-
ance than normal.
When a volume
control is* not
used, the pick-up
should be shunted.
by a resistance of
suitable value—

Atcessorie_s. genemuy about

1 Camco ““ Bxcelsior ”” or ‘?ls(;ml‘) Senitzr i cﬁ@inj;. 30,000 ohms for a
3 Cossor valves; 1 type et. (metallized), 9

1210 HI.L, and 1 220P. low resistance

1 Bdiswan 9v. G.B. battery. instrument, and

1 Ediswan 105v. super capacity H.T. battery,

1 Ediswan 2v. 40 a.h. accumulator, X

1 Celestion Soundex permanent magnet moving-
coil loud-speaker,

150,000 ohms. for
a high resistance
one,

HE following is a method by which
the H.F. resistance measurement
of tuning coils can be accurately

obtained. In the diagram, L, is the coupling
coil to oscillator, L, C, any coil and con-
denser to tune, R the H.F. resistor, L
the coil under test, and C; a good con-
denser to tune L.

MEASUREMENT OF
H.F. RESISTANCE

however, can be corrected as follows.

Firstly, with switch
in R position, tune L, C,
to resonance with oscil-
lator. Secondly, throw
over switch and tune - -

Lr Ci. This circuit is then behaving as
a pure resistance in the In L; Cj circuit.
Therefore, by returning switch to R position
and adjusting R until the same reading
js obtained on the valve voltmeter, the R
thus obtained is the effective resistance of
Lr Ci at the frequency of measurement.
It is advisable on obtaining an approximate
value for R, to retune L, C, to .eliminate
any error of tuning due to any large altera-
tion of R, and also to check tuning of Ly
C,. The resistance thus obtained is the
effective resistance of coil Lt and condenser
C,, and if C, is extremely good, the re-
sistance can bo‘taken as the resisfance of
the coil fos most purposes. This error,

Oscrnt aror

VaLve
VowTrmeT=zR

—

Ly Cz ' i-
R?
| :

The circuit arrangement for measuring

H.F

Obtaining the Power Factor

By means of a shearing bridge, or similar
low-frequency method, the power factor-
of the condenser Ci can be obtained
accurately at any capacity within its range.

. resistance.

The capacity of measurement should be
noted. Now for condensers of this nature,
RwC can be assumed to be the power
factor. The error thus introduced will be
of the order of .08 per cent. on a commercial
broadcast condenser. Again, Rw(C?
is a constant for condensers of this type
for all frequencies ; so if the power factor
obtained is multiplied by the capacity
of measurement, a value is obtained for
RwC% In the case of the above men-
tioned condenser, this would be about
50 x 10—,

Referring to the Lr C1 circuit again, C;
(in farads) to tune Lr is known from the
calibration of the condenser, w=2 r f is
known from the calibration of the oscillator ;
s0 the resistance of C: can be obtained at
the frequency of measurement. This value
is then subtracted from the obtained
resistance of Lr Ci circuit, giving the
effective resistance of Lr. The error due
to the switch can be neglected, for it is
common to resistance and Lr C circuits.
It is also advisable to screen everything
-except the Lr C; circuit in order to avoid
direct pick-up in this circuit, which would
give o lower effective resistance, or pos-
sibly even a negative resistance.
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‘A definite advance...
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says Mr.HJBarton Chapple Dicsmice

The
revolutionary
“MANSFIELD"”

Moving-Coil
Speakers

This well-known radio and
television authority pays strik-
ing tribute tc the new W.B.
‘‘ Mansfield’’ Speaker Mag-
netic System

5 The ultimate result is a
really astomshmgly high flux density
for the size of the magnet used .
fidelity of tone of outstanding
merit . . . sensitivity very note-
worthy, comparable in many
respects with externally energised
types without the necessity for
mains or batteries. The Speaker
will handle an input more than
sufficient for quite a large room and
yet can be worked satisfactorily
from a small two-valve set:

“My conclusions . this new
P.M .4 speaker is a definite advance
in the permanent magnet class.”

Write for copy of Mr. Barton Chapple’s
full report. The  Mansfield *’ (patent)
Magnetic System is a revolutionary
development.. It makes possible a mag-
net 309% more ecfficient than a good
cobalt steel magnet of same weight
and 10%, more efficient than a chrome
steel magnet of three times the weight.
It emables a steel chassis to be used
‘without magnetic loss. It eliminates
the bugbear of loss of magnetism. Ask
your dealer for a demonstration; you
will be AMAZED.

*“ Mansfield " Senior. P.M.4.
Complete  with tappcd output
transformer - - LR T 42/'
Or in handsome cabinet s i - 67)=-

" Mansfield”’ Junior P.M.s.
Complele with tapped oulput

transformer - - - - - 27/6

Or in handsome cabinet : - ¢ 89/6

Whiteley Electrical Radio Co., Ltd., Dept. E, Radio Wotks, Mansfield, Notts.
Irish Free State sttributors Knllv & Shiel, Ltd,, 47, Fleet Street, Dublin,

SELECTONE

In 1933 super selectivity will be more
than ever necessary. Start the New Year
by constructing the  Selectone,” the
last word in selectivity. in straight detector
L.F. receivers.

The * Selectone ™ incorporates the Col-
veen TD Coil, which is completely
screened and incorporates tapped aerial
coupling and reaction.

Four alternative aerial tappings -are
arranged as sockets with a wander plug.
The first two tappings give aerial
couplings similar to those normally
employed, but with - greatly. increased
selectivity.

Numbers 4 and 5 give a high degree of
selectivity with weak aerial coupling
suitable for use in a swamp area. There
is no break through on the long wave.
band from B.B.C. stations.

Price 8’6

Send for the Colvern Booklet, Radio List
No. 10.

LIMITED,

845

COLVERN

MAWNEYS ROAD, ROMFORD

4
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The Conclusion of the Notes on Lay-out - and Construction
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The Wiring
FTER the general layout has been
decided upon, all the components
should be mounted loosely by single
screws, and the panel fixed in position ;
any slight alteration can then be made
quickly before finally putting in the re-
maining screws and making everythmg

quite secure.

The wiring must be done next. In a
simple set, where very few wires are
rcquned bare 16 gauge tinned copper
wire is most convenient. If the
wiring is at all involved, or if the set
is mains operated, it is best to use
insulated connections. The bare
wire can bo insulated by passing it
through suitable lengths of systoflex
sleeving ; or insulated material, such
a8 Glazite, can be employed. In any
case the wire  will be coiled when
bought, so it should be straightened
by holding one end in a pair of pliers
and pulling it through a duster held in
the hand. Another way is to grip the
end of the wire in a vice and pull
steadily until it stretches slightly.
There is an old and fairly well-known
rule to the effect that wires in
the grid and plate circuits of
valves operating at high ¥
frequency should - be kept 4 - i"'”'
as far apart as possible, = |
and should not run parallel
to each other. This rule is
still as important as ever,
and many cases of H.F. in-
stability and uncontrollable
oscillations can be traced to
its neglect.

Shielded  wires are often
useful if employed judiciously, but, gener-
ally speaking, they should not be used for
gnd circuit connections, because the screen-
ing might have some effect on tuning. Wires
of this kind are particularly useful for mak-
ing connection to the anode terminal of a
metallized S.G. valve, or for conneecting

Fig. 5,—One_way of anchoring a flexible
battery lead.

KnoT IN FLEX

fguestion of _choosing , coampo-

the anode terminal of the detector valve
holder to the reaction condenser ; in either
case they tend to improve H.F. stability.
When building a portable set it is very
desirable to use shielded wire for making
loud-speaker connections, since it prevents
them from * picking up’” H.F. currents
from the near-by frame aerial. In all cases
the braided metal forming the screen should
be effectively connected to earth, for other-

y

@
Jp e+ G.8:+ @

Fig. 6.—Multiple leads anchored to bascboard
by a metal bracket.

wise it will not serve its intended purpose.
The simplest way to make the carth con-

By JACE_-.-

to a few of the more important ones whxch
can have a very marked effect on the set’s
performance. Among these latter must be
classed the fixed condenscrs used to by-
pass the H.T. supply to the screening grids
of S.G. valves, and also that used for
coupling a pair of band-pass coils ; in each
case the components must definitely be of
the non-inductive type. Ordinary con-
densers might cause . various kinds “of
instability which would probably be diffi-
cult to trace. Resistances used to provide
automatio grid bias to S.G. valves or for
by-passing the band-pass coupling con-
denser should also be non-inductive to
ensure that ‘they shall not be the cause of
parasitic oscillation or similar trouble.
Ordinary push-pull switches
should on no account be employed
for connecting’ the mains supply ;
their contacts would quickly burn
away -due to sparking, and the
danger of receiving a shock would
be “very great. Mention of this
matter  might appear superfluous,
but 1 recently saw the result of a
mistake in choosing a mains switch.
Luckily" the constructor concerned
escaped without injury, but his set
T ~caught fire from sparks caused by
bad contact at the switch points.
Of course, it should be borne in
mind “that manufacturers are, in -
general, well aware of some of the points
which have been raised in this article. and
in many cases have made some attempt at
removing the difficulties encountered by
the home-constructor: Quite a number of
these are, however, of the home-con-
structor’s own making, and can be obviated
by careful thought when planning a rcceiver,

" or adhering strictly to the instructions laid

down by the designer of the receiver which

nection is by means of a is being built.

length of thin wire bound METALLISED
round and soldered to the braid THiIN Wire Bouno SG.VALVE
as shown in Fig. 7. ROUND AND SOLDERED

Another practical point in
wiring up a receiver
concerns the cores of
L.F. transformers
and chokes; where
possible they should
be connected to earth.
Some makers proyide
an earth termifial
specially for this ..
purpose, whilst.

others connect one
of the holding-
down screw eye-
lets to the core
so that an earth
oonnecpon can be
made to the -holding-down
screw. Where . neither of
thesc provisions is made, a
wire can often be attached to
a core-clamping bolt.

Choosing Components
Although it is not intended
in thig article to deal with the

nents, it might be as well torefer

SHIELDED

Fig. 7.—Earthing the metal -
braiding of shielded wire.
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British Homes
are without

ELECTRIC
POWER of any
sort. Lach Home
wrth Wireless

Millions of -British .homes are in
regular need of Wireless Batteries !
Millions more are in need of cther
sorts of dry cell batteries. Just
think of all the numbers of people
in your district who need them !
NOW-—just imagine the golden oppor-
tunity you would have of MAKING
MONEY if you could supply these people
with BETTER Batteries—at a LOWER
Price than they can obtain anywhere else !
It is a proposition which pays. This is the

Our Licensees Will
. Have a PROSPER-
OUS NEW YEAR.

Wireless will be
more popular than ever
in 1933. Wireless Bat-
teries more than ever
in demand. It means a
PROSPEROUS YEAR
for our Licensces—
become onc yourself
NOW!

YOu
CAN MAKE

MONEY
MAKING

needs Batteries/

Making Batteries according to our
Patented method and formula is
easy. Any intelligent man or
woman can do it.

One Man Earned

£96@ inSpare

Time

The Wonderful part of it is that
you need not have the slightest
experience or technical knowledge.
You need no expensive plant—only a
few simple tools and hand presses, most
of which you can make yourself at
teifling cost. It is so simple that you can
start on your kitchen table and even the
children can help you !

And you can make up to £300 per year
licence !

Protits Guaranteed!

And we will purchase sufficient of your
output to guarantec you a weekly Profit
provided your work comes up to the
required standard, which is easily attain-
able! And we will continue your training
FREE until you reach that standard.

opportunity we offer you TO-DAY !

RS
S Co N o

Thiswav

Ay~
A Guaranteed

Genuine Home
SPARE-TIME

Details §
HowioStart §
R

BATTERIES

Why hesitate? Why
delay? Here is your
OPPORTUNITY to
earn a comfortable
spare-time income in a
business which is in-
creasing by leaps and
bounds !




848

PRACTICAL WIRELESS

January -21st,. 1933

D) D) )G G | €T IS ) I I ) €D | ST ) D I ) s | M | SO (S S| | D | () 4 VI G| ST} A ) ) T I ) G- 1 (- T

(ORI D) | D | )

Namtla 210 1§

1 -

Fig. 1.—Moving
iron speaker.

WINDING

X
MAGNET

To SET VIBRATING
ITH the ARMATURE
great var-
iety of
loud-speakers now
available the
choicoe of any par-
ticular instrument
is an‘extraordinari-
ly difficult and
somewhat embar-
rassing proposition,
unless one has a fair
knowledge of the
relative  merits  of
various types. And
one’s troubles are
more likely to be
intensified than re-
Heved if the belp of
friﬁ{xds (however
woll meaning) is

sought. To SET
The musical friend who has a powerful
sot will say, * Really, old boy, you can’t
expect to get good reproduction unless you
have a moving coil ; you will miss the
bass altogether,” whilst the man with an
inexpensive home-made three-valver will
declare that * moving coils are all right
for those who like a boomy kind of music,
but give me a balanced armature every
time.”” Another will be quite emphatic in
his aversion for both moving coils and
balanced armatures. * The inductor has ’em
both whacked,”” he will say. Among the
circle of friends one is sure to meet the
man of small means who started wireless
with a crystal set, graduated to a single-
valve-with-phones, and later managed to
serape together a three or four valve set
and to buy a horn type of spcaker. This is
the real enthusiast without doubt, and he
will probably tell you

ﬁ SHEETS OF

that, ajthough he has
METAL FOIL  heard scores of speakers
on dozens of sets, he
has not yet found one
he likes as well as his
own. In the end the
intending purchaser will
be more perplexed than
INSULATION ever, and wil either

change his mind about

buying a speaker or will
° Fig. 5—g0 to the nearest
S howing dealer, put a couple of
the general POUnds on the counter
principle and ask for * the best
of the elec. loud-speaker you can
trostatic Zive me for the money.”
speaker. Obviously the ideal
way to choose a speaker
would be to try one of each kind on
the set with which it is to bo used
and in one’s own home. But tRat
would be most impracticable, if not.
altogether impossible. I therefore

g

To SET.

propose to
discuss
with you
the pros
and cons
of the five
or six dif-
ferent pat-
terns, so

'»')-'on.).u-«l-c_

CHOOSING AND USIN

In this Article FRANK PRESTON, FR.A., Deals with the Vai
the Point of V

that you

can decide which will best suit your own
conditions. Having settled on the type,
I shall recommend you
to hear a few different
makes of that type in
your own home and
thendecide which pleases
you most. It is impos-
gible to be dogmatic or
specific regarding the
matter of choice because
individual tastes are,
after all, of most con-
sequence. And besides,
you might be prepared
to spend five pounds, or
even more, or the per-
missible outlay might
be restricted to as many
shillings.

Flg 2. —

Balanced ar-

Moving Iron’’ Speakers

Let us make o start
m:/':;ee % k‘ eyrp ®by considering the very
; ~ cheapest type, the
moving iron. This is now almost obsolete,
but a few models are available at about

%yml\lds
H
%

£ig. 5.~ Inductor dynamic speaker.

five shillings. The ‘ cheapness’ is not
confined to price, however, but is reflected
by performance ; the moving iron will give
very little bass and will probably have a
“resonance peak ” in the region of

1= =]

doubtedly the most sensitive type ‘of
speaker obtainable, and a good sample
{costing about a guinea for the unit and
chassis) is capable of giving quite a good
performance on fregquencies from about
150 to 5,000 cycles. The very form of
construction makes it impossible for a
balanced-armature speaker to do justice
to bass notes; if good sensitivity is to be
obtained, the vibrating reed (see Fig. 1)
must be close to the pole pieces, and its
movement is consequently rcstricted. In
other words, the diaphragm (or cone) can
only move through a small distance.. As
you are well aware, the diaphragm vibrates
-more slowly at low than at high frequencies,
and thus, if the sound output is to remain
more or less constant throughout the range,
a greater diaphragm movement is necessary
in the former case. The result is that, if a
balanced-armature speaker is used with a
fairly powerful set, there is every probability
that a certain amount of * jarring’ or
‘“ grating ” will be experienced on very
low notes, due to the armature actually
touching the pole pieces. Like the moving
iron, the balanced armature almost in-
variably has a resonance peak round about
3,000 cycles. This is not always a dis-
advantage, because very often the low-
frequency amplifier does not give good
response to the higher notes, with a result
that the over-amplification due to the
speaker is automatically cancelled out. Of
course, tone - correction devices could be
made to *“iron out ' the resonance peak,
but they would probably prove too costly.

Despite the disadvantages stated above,
the balanced armature has much to recom-
mend it, especially for a not very powerful
two or three valve battery set and when the
question of price is of distinct importance.
It will give rood reproduction of speech,
whilst music is rendered with a certain
crispness, even though it does show rather
a lack of “ body”’ and *“ depth.”” This type
of speaker is undoubtedly better for a -set
of the kind referred to than is a similar-
priced instrument in the moving=coil
class.
Inductor Dynamic

An inductor-dynamic speaker is almost
equal in sensitiveness to those we have

3,000 cycles. The latter will have
the effect of rendering the repro-
duction of violin music “ hard "
and metallic and will probably
make a piano sound more like
a harp. On the other hand, this
type of speaker is undoubtedly
sensitive and might give better
results- than most on, say, a two- -
valve sct which has a very small POLE

output of signal energy. PIECE

The Balanced Armature

The balanced armature is really
an improved form of the moving-
iron speaker, which it has almost
entirely supplanted. It is un-

FIELD\!\IINDINGS
(77I7TT7 777X i
e /
/ CONE
s + N
T I7 777277 7777777
sEgsen

Fig., 4.—Energised moving-coil speaker.
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already considered, and at the same time is
able to give good bass response, due to the
fact that the armature moves parallel to
the pole pieces and is therefore not restricted
by the latter. (If you arc not familiar with
the construction of this type of speaker,
¥ou will get a good idea of the salient
eatures from Fig. 1.) The inductor is
probably the best kind of speaker for-a
battery wet of medium power, but it is,
of necessity, somewhat expensive. At the
same' time a good specimen will provide a

< X H ‘+
% E-Q:L-QJ (RECTIFIER)
!
_! SPEECH COIL
on to the moving coil. This ¢ = i
type of speaker has gained thggm,Né-
immense popularity during CONDENSERL.
the past few years, and I
personally think its merits —h= Q
have in many ways been Crmem .1\
grossly exaggerated ; the
moving coil 18 certainly not
every set’s * meat.” A good ‘(RecmiFiER)
moving coil, if used with a € =}

fairly powerful set having a
super power output valve,

Fig. 6.—Using the field winding of a moving-coil speaker
as smoothing choke in A.C. rceeiver.

noticeabl eater volume

B il 4 mlgne g ed FREQUENCY (CYCLES PER SECOND) of perfection. Despite the
moxing coil for a given input 100 : : many improvements, hdw-
of sound energy. Moreover, . 00 ever, the small permanent-
therinductor will handle a W 7 magnet moving  coil is
large volume without dis- Z 80 T~ L~ dJstmctlybliss se(rilsmwe than
tortion, and is in this respect (o] L~ a good balanced armature,
equalled only by a mosei;zg & = and all':rbougl{)h tt:: does glve
coil. . Perhaps the only W somewhat better reproduc-
“fault in the opinion of o 60 _K C t/lo_l‘l; than t}]& ll)?t't?" it lsbn(;t
ma;IeY (115 that ttl:)e m(_luctor.has w 590 N Ctiaux}yesse(l)s ls::.lvinaeon?; aasm%, Ii
a ten ’ g 2

emphas?: cz) ~lowg:,(;3tesor:1:i ‘EID e S power valve in its output
so to produce rather a = /B \\ stage. At this juncture it
‘“ boomy ”  effect. This uZ_l = N miglht:i not be out offplllace to
criticism does not apply to O oo explode a common fallacy—
every specimen, and, in any &5 N a large speaker does not re-
case, the extra bass re- 8- 10 quire a greﬁwter mmflt po‘}ler
sponse is definite advan- than a small one of similar
tgge whena the sect i‘t,:clf > 3 type for efficient operation,
rather favours the upper 2 8 § § § 3 2 4 and, as a matter of faet, the
register. - = 2 © very reverse is generally the

Moving Coils
And now we must pass

SPEAKERS ON TEST.

Fig. 8—Connections
for comparing differ-
ent speakers.

Fig. 7.—Curves showing the-effect of combining two matched unils to form a

dual-compensated speaker.

will undoubtedly give the best possible
form of reproduction, but under any
other circumstances its superiority is
by no means a foregone conclusion. In
the first place a moving coil is never
quite so sensitive as a balanced armature,
although one taking its field current from
the mains does not fall far short. For this
reason I should strongly recommend any
set user who has a D.C. mains supply
to employ a moving coil with any except
the smallest set. When the mains supply
is A.C., however, the cost of the necessary
rectifying equipment brings the price of
the complete speaker up to a fairly high
figure. And that is not justifiable with
most domestic receivers, because an in-
ductor would give equally good results
for a smaller expenditure. course,
a separate rectifier is not required if
the setis an all-mains one copsuming
upwards of, say,40 milliamps H.T. current,
because in that case the ficld winding
of the speaker can be energized satis-
factorily by using it as a smoothing
choke in the high-tension circuit (see
Figure 6). By employing this arrange-
ment an actual economy would result,
due to the saving of a separate smoothing
choke, and thus a moving coil would be
the ideal speaker.

In .addition to thosc: speakers whose
fields-require to be energized by some
external voltage source, we have the
permanent-magnet models which have
recently been brought to suech a high state

case; a larger speaker has a
more powerful magnet
system and is consequently
more sensitive. This applies to speakers
of all types.

For Larger Sets

For use with a receiver having a power
output in excess of about 500 milliwatts
the speaker must be either an inductor or a
moving coil whilst for an output greater
than 1,000 milliwatts or s6 a moving coil
is essential. But as an output of over
1,000 milliwatts could only be obtained
from a-fairly powerful mains-driven set, a
moving coil would be chosen in any case
because its field could be energized from
the H.T. supply.

After reading the last two paragraphs you
might have drawn the conclusion that the
really small permanent-magnet moving
coil is merely an ‘ extra” for which we
can find no special niche. That is not the
case, as any reader may judge by the
numerous examples of this class of speaker
on the market. It is eminently suitable
for the person who requires * corrcct
and not merely ‘ pleasant’ reproduction
from a medium-power set and at the
minimum of expense. As we have seen
before, it is not quite so sensitive as speakers
of other types and is thus suitable only
when the set gives a fairly generous output.
In all fairness it should be pointed out that,
although the type of speaker under obser-
vation is considered rather insensitive as
judged by present-day .standards, it is
immeasurably more sensitive than any type
of speaker obtainable only a few years ago.

(To be continued)
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SELF-BINDER

for our
FREE-GIFT
IDATA SHEETS

CLAIM YOURS TO-DAY!

The loose binders for preserving in permanently
consultable form the Data Sheets which are
being given every week in PRACTICAL WIRE-
LESS are NOW READY, and all readers who
sent in reservation forms as published in our Dec.
24th issue should claim their binders in accordance
with the conditions therein printed, without delay.

The PRACTICAL WIRELESS DATA
SHEETS LOOSE LEAF Binder as illustrated
here has a stout linen-covered stiff-board cover
specially made to stand hard wear, having a
special flip with cloth hinges and enamelled
press-button fitting for speedy insertion and
removal of the Data Sheets which, as will be

noticed' from the sheet in this week’s issue, are -

specially “ holed” to fit. There is an extremely
useful manilla gusset pocket on the inside back
cover for holding loose sheets, newspaper clip-
pings, notes, and other odds and ends.

If you require one of these binders you should
fill in the label below, enclosing a postal
order for 1s. 6d., to include cost of registration,

postage, ‘packing, insurance, etc., and send to’

PRACTICAL WIRELESS, Presentation Depart-

ment, 39, King St.,, Covent Garden, London,
W.C.2. Immediately on receipt of this your
binder will be despatched.

FILL IN THIS LABEL AND POST TO-DAY

The PRACTICAL WIRELESS Data Sheets Loose-Leaf

........................................................................................................................................................

BOOKS WITH CARE

Name

i If undelivered please veturn lo !
! PRACTICAL WIRELESS Prescntation Dept.;

&

39, King Street, Covent Garden, London, W.C.2

Binder measures 11" X 8"

| THE FOLLOWING DATA SHEETS

Fdl n thu Label in Bleck l:lfﬂ‘s, and send, with posml order for 116, to:
. WIRE,

..............

= PRACTIC/IL

LESS ** Presentation Dept., 39, King Street, Covent Garden, London, W.C.2.

HAVE ALREADY BEEN ISSUED:

Data Sheet No. 1—
Accumulator Charging- Dec. 17th, 1932

Data Sheet No. 2—
Coils & Coil Winding- Dec. 24th, 1932

Data Sheet No. 3—
Resistances - - -

Data Sheet No. 4—
Mains Transformers -

Data Sheet No. 5—
\Virc and Wire Gauge -

Dec. 31st, 1932
Jan. 7th, 1933

Jan. 14th, 1933

Those new readers who are desirous of comp‘etm? their files
of these Data Sheets may have thosc already issued for 2d. cach
from the address given above,



_January 215#,_ _1933
]

PRACTICAL WIRELESS

~~THE INSIDE OF THINGS

Howw Radio Falves are Madel

A Tour of a Modern

851

Valve Factory

UST
LS
wire-

l e s s
broad -
casting
and its
enjoy -
ment by
the indi-
vidual
was made
possible
solely by
theinven-

Fig. 1.—Reference to this section-
ised valve will help you to follow
the descriptions in this article.

tion of the thermionic valve, so its
development has been technically
due to valve development, and
to little else. Transformers, con-
densers, and induction coils were
with us many years ago, and have
altered little in a decade ; but the
valve has improved fundamentally,
and developed almost out of recog-
nition.” First the diode, then the
triode the screened grid and the

pentode, while, doubtless scxtodes

and octodes are not very far away.

It is not many years back that

our four- and six-volt valves used

a minimum-of .7 amp., and their

brightness almost illuminated the

wireless den.  Sometimes they

were *“soft,” and a few volts too

many on the anode caused them

to “ blue glow ” like a mercury

vapour lamp, and then they pro-

duced the most horrible distortion.

In spite of this, a soft valve was

a lovely detector if you treated

it kindly.

But this story concerns ‘the valves of
to-day ; for, having received an editorial
command to look round a modern valve
factory in the interest of *‘ P.W.” readers,
I duly presented my-
sclf on a cold December
afternoon at the great
Cossor factory at High-
bury, London, N.
Here, after a chat with
the works manager, 1
am taken in hand by

a high technical

official. If you.

gentle  reader

(can anyone tell

me why readers

must be referred
to as ‘““ gentle " ?), will
accompany our tour we
ghall. .be more _than
pleased.

\
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Fig. 2.—The flange

is the foundation on

which ‘the valve is
made

The floor forming the major portion of
the * battery valve section  is not divided
into rooms or compartments. Brightly
illuminated, with hundreds of more brilliant
cones of light striking down on an army
of operatives at benches and machines, the
jewel.like sparkle of racks of glass and
metal parts, it stretches before us in endless
perspective. Over all is a noise, not loud,
but insistent, due to the click, clack of
many machines, the roar of many flames ;
and a comforting heat.

Automatic Flange Machine.
Manufacture may be said to start at the

Fig. 3.—Winding the grid.

—By A. E. OAKLEY—-

-The Automatic Foot-making Machines

Thesc machines are larger circular appara-
.tus of somewhat similar form. Let us follow
the operations of one of them. It is fed
with the flanges we have just seen made,
the composite lead-in wires (which are to
connect the- internal elements with the
external pins), and the small glass tube
which will be used later for evacuating the
air. In its rotation the flange is several
times heated, and squeezed between jaws,
thus forming the *‘ pinch >’ and sealing the
wires tightly into their precise position.
At this stage the end of the exhausting
tube has also been sealed in the pinching
process, and it needs to be opened out in
order. to. connect with the bulb interior.
So at the next stop more hydrogen jets
get to work, soften the glass at the right
place, and at the next operation air pressure
18 applied to the tube and blows the passage
free. The tube is then smoothed. Having'
watched, almost with awe, the iniricate
operations of this massive machine, we
are forced to smile at the slender little
arm which picks out the finished foot,
deposits it in a shoot, and swings back for
another. - The foot slides down the incline,
and as it nears the bottom we see that it
must topple over and smash. But no;. a
wirc check over its path just touches the
tip of the evacuation tube in' time and,
corrects the angle, to our great relief.

We have just scen these sealed into the
foot, and they may seem small items.
Actually they have involved much thought
and invention. . You may not know, per-
haps, that copper, though an excellent
conductor, will not permit a tight seal in
glass, owing to its widely different heat-
expansion coefficient. Platinum is the only
suitable metal, and that is too costly. We
will walk over to another section and sec
how this problem is solved. Beforc us a
machine is working, unattended, which
looks rather like a light lathe. At opposite

(Continucd on page $53.)

automatic flange machine. This, typi-
cal of many other of the machines we
shall see, performs all the many opera-
tions essential to the part it makes at
one time. Circular in form, it resembles
somewhat a multi-spindle vertical drill.
The circle of chucks, which carry long
lengths of glass tube about-in. in dia-
mater, revolve continudusly, and also
travel-around the machine, halting a
few moments for each operation. Suc-
cessively hotter gas jets, impinging on
the bottom of the tube, bring it gradu-
ally toa working heat ; dies or formers
move up and spin the plastic * metal ”
into a flare and finally a flange’; a
steel cutter parts the flange from the
tube, and more gas jets smooth the
edges and anneal the glass. The finished
flange, which now drops out of the
_machine, is the foundation on which
the valve is gradually built up. .-

3
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Fig. 4. —The suppori wire is grooved fo receive

the grid wire.
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“England expects every
man this day 1>
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Qou can expect

H- T BATTERY

(f to do its duty
every day

. . . and besides giving you efficient service

and giving your Set greater and more lasting
power, the Lion H.T. Battery COSTS LESS |
It is made in one of the largest factories in
Great Britain devoted exclusively to battery
manufacture. It is made by men who know
what you want and who know how to produce
it at the price you want to payr

© LOOK AT THE PRICES/

60v. HT. 4/6 o 100v. HT. 7/-
120v. HT. 9/. e 9v. G.B. 104
41v. Pocket Lamp Battery 41“1

Sold under
Limiled Licence

® BRITISH MADE e

YOUR DEALER CAN SUPPLY

Advt. of VINCES DRY BATTERIES L'TD.,LION WORKS,
GARFORD STREET. LONDON, E.14. Teleohone: EAST 1902,
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I do not know what the life of a transformer is supposed to be,

but this one has been in constant use for. 7 years and has given

about 10,000 hours actual performance and is still going strong.
J. A. L., Liverpool. Extract from letter.

T24B TRANSFORMER

Igranic, with their long experience
of wireless construction, have per-
fected a general purpose trans-
former at a reasonable price — you
can be certain that it is the best of
iis kind. The Igranic T 243 Trans-
former reproduces over ithe whole
scale of musical frequencies.

Ratios 3—1 and 5—1. Price 5/6.
. Write to-day for fully illustrated Catalogue No. J.123}

of complete néw range of lgranic Quality Components.
Igranic Electrie Co.,

IGRANIC COMPONENTS WILL

BE THE MAKING OF YOUR SET

Cv8—b;
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Fig, 5.-—Final[§ the grooves are burred over, fixing

the grid wires immovably.

HOW VALVES ARE MADE
(Continued from page 851.)

ends are reels, one containing fine copper,
the other heavy nickel wire. The two wires
are drawn together, passing through serrated
fibre jaws to ensure dead straightness, till
their ends, pointing towards each other
and in line, have a gap of about 5/16in.
Immediately before us is another reel of
wire. A tiny piece of this is snipped off,
held in fingers like a calliper, and positioned
in line between the other two. Tiny oxy-
hydrogen jets impinge on the four ends,
the side wires are pushed into contact
with the added section, snipped off, and
the lead-in wire, of three sections welded
together, is dropped into a receptacle.
The nickel part will probably be an
anode support, while the small section is
of borated copper with a special core,
this composite wire having the correct
expansion coefficient to ensure an airtight
seal. The motions in this machine are
electro-magnetio.

The Hydrogen Furnaces

The next appliances to attract our atten-
tion are the hydrogen furnaces. In these
are placed the electrodes and other interior
metal parts, which are subjected to a high
temperature in order to drive off air
particles imprisoned in the surface of the
metal, and which might otherwise be
released during the working life of the
valve. At the same time every trace of
organic matter is driven off, and the parts
made chemically clean. As the intense
heat would oxidize and destroy these
delicate parts if air were present, an atmo-
sphere of hydrogen is maintained within
the furnace; thus the temperature may
be taken to very nearly the melting point
of the metals under treatment. At some
little distance from the furnaces we notice
the large, easily-read dialsof the pyrometers,
which enable the attendant to keep an eye
on the temperature, which is automatically
controlled. These are recally large volt-
meters, operated on the principle of a
thermopile and, of course, calibrated in
degrees centigrade. Next in order, and
startling in its ingenuity, is the machine
employed for—
Making the Grid

The automatic grid-making machine
rather resembles a lathe in general form,
and, looking at the ‘ head,” we see two
stout wires fed out parallel to one another.
These are the grid supports. They com-
mence to revolve, a finer wire is wound
over them, and in a few seconds a long

length of grid is completed. But,
unless we knew what to expect, the
essentials of this seemingly simple
operation have escaped us. Let us
watch more closely while another sec-
tion is made. A cutter slots the
outsides of the support wires as they
revolve, the mesh wire is wound into
the slots, a burring tool presses upon
and seals the wire immovably into the
slots—for the length of a smgle grid
only; then it recedes, misses a few
turns, returns to seal another grid
length, and so on, till the section of a
dozen or so grids is finished. This is so
that the mesh which is not actually
required at the ends of the grid can
be easily removed later. This mechani-
cal method of fixing the grid wires to
the supports has certain important
advantages over welding.

Do not imagine, from what you
have seen so far, that this is entirely
a factory ofrobots, for the building up

of the electrode
assembly is  very
largely the work
of nimble fingers
and keen eyes. Let
us walk through a
part of the as-
sembly depart-
ment.

Fig. 7.—

Blowpip e The

flames seal Assembly

the ; -‘,ff' Section
ments inlo i 2
the  bulb B
which has that none of
a long the elec-
skirt, trodes, nor

any part of the
mount which will be
inside the bulb, may
be touched with the
hand, for this would
largely undo the work
of the furnaces; so
gloves are generally
worn, and the small
parts handled with
forceps. Here is an
operator welding on
filaments. A * foot”
is laid in a jig, the
end of a reel of
filament wire held
with forceps on one
of the lead-in wires.

A slight pressure of
the operator’s foot,
and the electrode of
the spot welder
presses down on the

Flying fingers wind the wire round the jig
to the other lead-in wire, the pivoted jig
rocks into position, and the second weld is
made, all in far less time than I can tell
it. These filaments are the finest *in
general use, the * point one.” We take
a piece of the filament wire in our hands,
and are surprised at the force required to
snap it.

Farther along, operators are mounting
grids, a somewhat similar process. But
now comes a delicate operation. The
filament must be immovably held in that
narrow space within the grid. Were it
to touch while in use, the valve would
be finished, and even the slightest move-
ment would alter the valve’s characteristics,
or make it microphonic. Looking at
Fig. 1, you will see that the filament is
apparently pulled towards the grid supports
at two points on each side. So it 1is,
with tiny pieces of wire, ending in a porce-
lain hook. The Cossor girls are marvels
of dexterity. Eyes can hardly follow
the operations of picking up these micro-
scopic pieces, hooking the filament, and
welding the hook in correct position.
Next is fitted the mica distance piece or
bridge, which plays so important a part
in locking the elements in position, then
the little spring hook which holds the top
end of the filament, and automatically
tensions it. Anodes are now welded on,
and also the ‘‘getter” plate (of which
more anon), and the internals of our valve
are complete.

Sealing-in Machines

This is another circular robot, on the
many spindles of which the operator
places the complete mounts, electrodes
uppermost. Over them are placed the
bulbs, with long sleeves or extensions,
as shown in Fig. 7. As the machine turns,
the spindles also revolve, hydrogen flames
of progressively increasing intensity play
upon the junetion of the bulb and flange.
Ultimately the sleeve drops off,. and the
valve, looking now something like the
real thing, is removed from the machine,
and its spindle refilled,

Exhausting

The last big operation, and probably
the most important of all, is carried out
on a huge machine rather reminiscent
of the smaller “ merry-go-round” one

sees at village fairs. The lower platform
(Continued at foot of page 855.)

L o d

junction; a tin

: y . i ’ )
flash and it is done.  Fig., 6.—The valves are tested for performance and characteristics,
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Some INTERESTING W

wesm= of Particular Interest to the Beginner

() D ) S

F the owner of a set has any inclination
to understand the “ Why and the
wherefore ”” of the several different

‘parts which are necessary in his set for the
faithful reproduction of wireless, then the
following article should help to enlighten
him on several pecints in this direction.
All the illustrations are drawn in pictorial
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An Article Explaining the |
Working of Certain Com- ;
ponents Incorporated in the

Make-up of a Receiver.

current will flow from
the negative to the

positive in an attempt
to regain the balance
of electrons. This
chemical action, how-

Fig. ). —V[lag:: remains unchanged but the
f all the individual

capacity is the sum o
capacities when cells are joined in parallel.

form as well as in theoretical representa-
tion, therefore making them very easy
to follow, the intention being to enable
the reader to understand and interpret
their positions in wireless theorctical
circuits. Perhaps the most important
items in ‘a set arc the batteries, for it is
from these that the set is energised, and
the valves made to function correctly.

Primary Batteries

A simple battery has two elements,
positive (plus) and negative (minus);
the work of these two plates when immersed
in acid is a chemical action which creates
an electron shortage—an electron is a
verv minute electrical charge—with the
result that one plate, and this is the
positive, becomes shorter of electrons than
the negative plate. The very word positive
means an electron shortage, whilst that
of negative means ,an excess of elec-
trons. It may be understood then that if
the battery is connected to a closed circuit,

LT Battery

ever, will tend in time
to eat into, and even-
tually destroy, the

ive negative or zinc
eg,al’ element, and the life
of the battery is finished. This
constitutes the constru{:tion of
the high-tension battery used
in wircless practice. It is made
up of a number of these primary
cells of 1} volts cach, joined
& together in series to obtain the desired

voltage ; for example, 80 of these
| cells would give 120 volts. Series mcans

IRELESS FACTS

e | e ) - YOS

cell of course, ending with negative or —
(sce Tig. 1). This type of battery is
always termed a “ dry” battery, but in
point of fact the acid is composed of a
special paste and is not actually dry;
this chemically attacks the zinc container,
which is the negative element, the positive
being a carbon rod which goes through
the centre of the cell. If the cells are
joined in parallel, that is to say, all the
positive elements connected together and
all the negative elements connected together
(sce Fig. 2), then the voltage would remain
unchanged, but the resultant capacity
would be the sum of all the individual
capacities.

Secondary Batteries

These are generally. known as low-tepsion
accumulators, and are used for storing
electricity. Their efficiency depends upon
the chemical changes undergonc by certain
substances when subjected to the action
of an electrical current. This charging
current produces a gradual chemical
change of decomposition in the active
element of which it is constructed. When
the charging current is stopped and the
accumulator is connected to a circuit, a

commences until the
accumulator is ex-

——Hl

) 2 B
Fig.1.—The
o resultant
voltage is. the sum of
the individual vollages,
Joined in series.

adlerhadll o7

that the positive of the first cell is the
positive or + of the battery, the negative
of this cell being joined to the positive
of the second cell, negative of which goes

until all the cclls are connected, the last

to the positive of the third, and so on’

hausted and has to be
recharged.

The Filament

The work of the
low-tension accumu-
lator, or secondary
battery, in a set is to

Negafive heixt the ?lameﬁt of tﬁe
{ valves, for when the
Zinc Confa/n-er set is switched on the
low-tension current circuit is closed,
that is to say, the current from
n, the accumulator is able to flow
through the filaments of the valves
back to the battery; this causes
the filament inside the valve to heat and
throw off electrons, i.e., minute electrical
negative charges (see Fig. 3).

The Anode

The anode of the valve has to attract
these electrons, and to enable it to do so
it is connected to the positive side of the
high-tension
battery, for, as be-
fore stated, a posi-
tive charge —ab-
sence of electrons—
attracts a ncgative

' reversal of the process

Carbon Rod
Posilive

Fig. 3—The low-tensiori current ' l

-through the valve.
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charge—superfluity of electrons—the other
side of the H.T. battery, the negative side,
is connected to L.T. negative (see Fig. 4).

Fig. 4.—How the H.T. current to

the anode works in conjunction

with the filament to promote an
increased electron flow.

Condensers

A condenser consists of two or more

conducting plates separated by air or

In this way the voltage of the anode with | some other kind of insulating material.

respect to the filament
is greatly increased and
with it the electron flow

Resistances

The terms series and
parallel, as referred to
for connecting primary
cells together, may also
be applied to resistances,

Series

855

smaller than the smallest individual
capacity, while if they are joined in parallel,
the resulting value is the sum of the indi-
vidual capacities. An important point to
remember when dealing with condenser
values, is that when high-frequency eur-
rents have to be by-passed to earth only
a small capacity of condenser is necessary
(in the neighbourhood of .0001 microfarad),
but when a low-frequency eurrent has to be
by-passed to earth a large condenser of
2 microfarads is used. Such a condenser
would be used on a choke output filter ; it
would then by-pass the low-frequency sig-
nals from the loud-speaker windings to earth.

Variable Condensers

As the name portrays, the capacity of
the condenser is variable, and this is
achieved by arranging that one set of plates
can be moved in or out of mesh with
plates which are fixed, thc¢ more the
vanes overlap the greater the capacity.
When a tuning condenser is said to have
a capacity of .0005 microfarads it means
that its maximum capacity is .0005
mfd. The principal
consideration should
then be that the mini-
mum capacity is as low
as possible, otherwise
it wil be found im-
possible to get down to
the lowest wavelength
which is employed by

for if a number of re-
sistances are connected
to a battery so that
the current has to pass through each
in turn, then they are said to be
in series and the total rcsistance is
the sum of all the resistances (see Fig. 5),
but a& number of resistances in parallel
provides as many alternative paths to the
current as there are rcsistances and,
therefore. the total resistance will be less
than the smallest individual one (see
Fig. 6). Resistance is the property of
matter opposing the flow of electrons.
The flow of electrons takes place when a
difference of voltage—potential differen ce—
is introduced. It is always well to re-

member, that if the conductor is in the

form of a wire, then the thicker and#"
shorter it is the less its resistance.

Some metals are better conductors

of electricity than others, and these
then have less resistance. Many sub-
stances, and these are well known,
such as ebonite, mica, glass, china, etc.,
offer a very difficult passage for the electrons
and these are therefore known as insulators.

Fig 5—Total resistance is the sum of all the resistances when connected
in series.

the coil with which the
condenser is employed.
For instance, if a given

The capacity depends upon the size of the | coil is said to cover a range of 200 to 600
plates, the distance between them and the | metres with a .0005 mfd. condenser, it

type of insulation used,
whether mica, paper, bake-
lite or air.

Fixed Condensers
These can be
or in parallel, as stated for primary cells
and resistances, but the result is somewhat
different, in fact, opposite, for the capacity
of a number of condensers in series is

connected in series

means that when no capacity
is joined across the coil the
wavelength is approximately
200 metres, and when a
capacity of 0005 mfd. is
joined across the coil the
wavelength is 600 metres.

i

Fig. 6.—Total resistance will be less than the
smallest individual one when connected in parallel.

How Valves Are Made
{(Cortinued from page 853.)

carries the pumps, while above is the circle
of pipe ranges carrying the valves under-
going exhaustion. The operator is kept
busy removing the - finished valves, and
plugging in fresh ones, the evacuating
tube being first dipped in castor oil to
make a tight seal in the rubber socket.
Exhaustion proceeds continuously while
the valves travel through a long tunnel,
where they are heated to a high temperature
to assist in getting rid mechanically of
every particle of air possible. Walking
round to the other side of the machine,
we notice an apparatus impressively en-
closed in a cage structure. This, we are
informed, is a 4-kilowatt oscillator. Turn-
ing again to that part of the exhausting
machine nearest to us we realize its use.
Six skeleton coils of heavy copper are

spaced on a bar ; a range of valves comes
beneath these ; -they descend, encircling
the valves, and a moment later the whole
of the internal elements are glowing with
a red heat. This high temperature is
caused by cddy currents induced in the
electrodes by the entire power of the oscil-
lator, working on a wavelength of 350
metres, and concentrated on the induction
coils. The evacuating tubes are now
sealed off, the machine has completed
its circuit, and the valves are removed,
almost completed.

Gettering and Ageing

The very striking machines which carry
out these processes rear their heads in the
air after the manner of a fire escape,
or elevator. At the base is seated an
operator, busily removing and plugging
in valves, some hundreds of which travel
slowly up and down on a sort of endless

band. Early in their journey filaments
light up, and, shortly after, a range of eddy
current heating coils similar to those on
the exhausting machine descends over
a row of valves in such a position as to
heat up and fire the  getter.” (A small
magnesium plate which we saw attached
to the anode in an earlier process.) This
volatilizes, its particles being attracted
to the inner surface of the bulb, where it
forms the silver lining with which we are:
familiar. The getter has now fulfilled
its purpose of enveloping and imprisoning
any remnants of air or gases which it
is mechanically impossible to remove by
pumping. Continuing their journey, the
valves are subjected to anode current and
working conditions equal to many hours
operation, the necessary switching being
automatically effected by contacts beneath
the band. This test ensures uniformity
of characteristics of the finished valve,
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Frame Aerial Direction
FRIEND of mine was very puzzled
the other day when he was pro-
posing to carry out a few elementary
experiments in respect to direction finding.
He was using a standard type of portable
receiver fitted with self-contained frame
aerial and rightly supposed that if a

station was tuned in, and then brought up .

‘to maximum strength by rotating the frame,

the station would lie somewhere on an
imaginary line drawn through the axis
of the frame. But—even though at least
twenty stations were tuned in, the optimum
position for the frame aerial was the same
in every case. A pretty problem, eh?
I wonder if you have solved it ? I will
give you a clue: the frame was found
to be pointing to the down-lead of a near-
by outside aerial. - The outside aerial
was actually picking up the signals and
passing them on to the inside one, so that,
so far as the latter aerial was concerned,
all the signals were coming from the same
source—the outside aerial.

Aerial and Earth Leads
HIS reminded me of another frame
aerial peculiarity; a frame has
absolutely no directional effect if either
an acrial or earth wire is attached to the
set. The latter is a very good reason why
external and earth wires should not be
used with a portable except in rare in-
stances. Generally speaking, extreme
selectivity is not provided in the tuning
circuits of a portable, much of the apparent
selectivity being due to the directional
effect of the frame aerial. Thus, when
external aerial and earth wires are used,
tuning becomes very broad and the separa-
tion of powerful stations almost'an im-
possibility. )
Fine G.B. Voltage Adjustment
T is often found that when using a
certain grid-bias tapping, the voltage
is rather too high, whilst if the plug is
‘moved to the next lower socket the bias
voltage is insufficient. This occurs most
frequently in respect to the bias voltage
applied to an S.G. or first L.F. valve,
normally requiring only a very small
negative bias. Do you know that & voltage
somewhere between those provided by
the two G.B. battery sockets can be
obtained by transferring the positive
grid-bias 'connection from the usual low-
tension negative to low-tension posi-
tive ? The change-over will not have any
effect on the normal and correet operation
of the set, but might make it necessary
to move the G.B.— plug for the power
valve to the next' higher socket. The
reason, for this will be understood if it
is remembered that the actual grid-bias
voltage is that between the centre portion
of the filament and the grid. But as there
is a voltage drop across the filament, one
end is slightly negative and the other
positive in respect to the .centre. Thus

5

JOTTINGS FROM MY
NOTEBOOK,

By ‘““DETECTOR?”’

esEsssssusalEs’
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when the positive end of the G.B. battery
is connected to L.T. negative, the grid-
bias voltage is greater than that of the
battery by the small negative voltage
drop occasioned by the filament. On the
other hand, when G.B.— is joined to L.T.
positive, the grid bias is slightly less than
the voltage of the battery. The above
explanation will more readily be followed
by examining the circuit of the accompany-
ing diagram.
Super Capacity H.T. Batteries

T is very surprising to me to’ find how

few wusers of battery sets employ

H.T.B’s of the large or super capacity
type. The large batteries are more than
worth their price for any three or four
valve set of a fairly powerful kind taking
upwards of 7 milliamps.  Admittedly
they cost twice as much as small ones, but
they will last at least three times as long,
and will in all probability give better
results for the whole of their lives.

Not very long ago a friend who has a
3-valve kit set of very popular make
complained to me of his high-tension
batteries having to be replaced every
month or so, and asked what could be done
about it. ' I looked at his set to make sure
that the current consumption was not
greater than it should be (if it had been
I should have suspected a fault some-
where), but found it to be just over 93}
milliamps. This was -just about correct
for the set, so I advised my friend to try
a triple-capacity battery in place of the
ordinary one he was using. He did this,
and marked the new battery with the date
of purchase, so that a proper check of its
life could be kept. It lasted for just over
eight months.

The Grid-Bias Battery

l SHOULD think every- reader knows
that the consumption of high-tension

current depends more upon the grid-bias

voltage than anything elsc, and yet I find

that in five cases out of ten where H.T.

batteries would be obviated.

is failing, as it does when the high or low-
tension voltages begin to fall off, and so
he thinks it is in good condition. I admit
that the G.B. battery should last longer
than the H.T., because it is not called
upon to supply any current, but it will
not last for ever. It is a real economy to
replace the battery every eight or nine
months to make quite sure that the drain
on the H.T. is not too great.

Variable-Mua .
v EN variable-mu valves are used,
conditions are rather different,
because a certain amount of current is
taken out of the G.B. battery by the
potentiometer volume control. Thus,
the battery will not last quite so long,
and should certainly be replaced after
five or six months’ use.

Choosing a Valve Base
CAME across a case during the week of a
radio fan complaining about the ineffici-
ent way manufacturers were now attaching
the base of the valves to the “ bottle.” He
was taking a valve out of its socket, which
apparently was fitting very tightly, when,
unfortunately, the glass section came away
from the base. The proper way to take a
valve from the valve holder is to hold it
firmly by the base, and it will be found, if
one of the non-microphonic type of holder is
used, there is far less risk of such accidents
happening.

.

batteries run down too quickly the trouble —

is attributable to the use of insufficient -

grid bias. The rule to remember in regard o

to grid-bias voltage is that it should = V- ===

always be as high as possible, consistent [

with good quality of reproduction. If

this rule were always followed very many - &

complaints regarding short-lived tension -+ * _____ e Sk ;__>.;i’___).
i

Quite often the grid-bias voltage applied
to the valves is appreciably less than the
owner of the set thinks, due to the fact
that the G.B. battery has become ex-
hausted without his knowing it. The
difficulty is that in most cases the set does
not give any audible sign that the battery

Fig. 1.—The G.B. voltage is slightly increased
by connecting G.B. positive to L.T. negative,
and reduced by connecting it to L.T. positive.
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Television Broadcasts from New York
ELEVISION in America is being de-
veloped considerably and the National
Broadcasting Company is building new
television studios on the eighty-sixth floor
of the Empire State Building in New York
at 1,000ft. above the level of the strect.
A short wave transmitting aerial is being
erected on top, of an airship mooring mast
on the top of the building at 1,250ft. above
the street, from which the television signals
will be broadcast. In addition, the General

Electric Company, at their laboratories

at Schenectady, are experimenting with the
transmission of television signals along a
licht beam. Of course, broadcasting is
possible along light beams or cathode rays,
and I have related in these columns how
this was done from the U.S. airship,
“ Akron,” but it is new to attempt the
transmission of television by this means.
The images as received will be some 6ins.
square and will be seen directly on the
end of a cathode ray.

Sponsored Broadecasts from Athlone
HERE is a possibility of our being
able to listen to still further sponsored
programmes in the near future, when
the wireless station being built at Athlone
by the Marconi Company is completed.
A new company, known as the International
Broadcasting Co., has been formed with
the object of developing advertising pro-
grammes from the new Irish station.
It is believed that the new concern is
connected with a company of similar title
which is responsible for many of the
sponsored broadeasts from Continental
stations, and it is stated that several
British manufacturers are considering
making use of the Athlone transmitter
for advertising purposes. I hope the
material sent out will be of better quality
than some of the sponsored stuff we have
ad lately, and I should like to throw out
~ suggestion that more use be made of
nights for the broadecasting of these
ammes. We get rather a surfeit
‘itish advertising on Sundays, where-
certain dull nights during the
a few more alternative DBritish
mmes to turn to would be welcomed

at Britain’s Large Proportion of Home
“vonstructors

HERE is no doubt that this feature
/ of being able to be ahead of the times,

coupled with the fact that many pet ideas
may be incorporated in one set, form the
main attraction of home constructlon as we
know it. I further believe, too, that the
British pride of workmanship is a further
contributory cause of the way in which
wireless receiving-set making captured the
imagination of the intelligent young and
not-so-young men in this country. It is
certain that no other country in the world—
even America—posscsses so many home-
built sets in proportion to the population
as Britain, and sets, moreover, that for the
most part are of a quality serioudy to
challenge some commercial receivers.- Then,
again, those of us who started in radio at
the commencement of broadcasting are
now ten years older—but have we stopped
building sets ? We certainly have not,
and I am beginning to think that once a
radio fan, always a radio fan !
that while a new generation of set-builders
have grown up, the.old hands are still at
it, so that with a concerted publicity
campaign of most of the big noises in radio
it is difficult to see how radio can do other-
wise but progress,

This means’
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panel, and enhances its appearance.

List No. FLUSH MOUNTING TYPE.

Slight projectio: i emovable

Do EREEESLIRINE S

D°7 fl(\)xrb colnsole or Radio-gram receivers, Large 1, 6

y lens.
TUBULAR DIALITE.

D'll A highly nickel-plated fitting for dial illumina- 3, 6
tion. Takes all standard bulbs.

D.17 PANEL ILLUMINATOR. 3/9
With automatic switch and ruby lens.

MESS CLIP.ON LAMPHOLDER.

Small bulb holder with spring-on clip
Low consumption bulbs, ~All ratings.

Send for 80-page Calalogue SINL

Telephone :
Grangewood 3266.

ERE is no doubt about your switching if you
fit a Bulgin Signal Lamp on your set.
warm, red glow adds a real touch of life to your

Each 6d.
Enclose 2d. postage.

lA MPS.

The

Price

3d.

Telephone :
Grangewood 3267.

o MODERN —i‘w,. JE—

home has no unsightly wires/

The old-fashioned outside aerial that was always
causing trouble, corroding and rusting, losing its
efficiency when touching window frame or wall
is n_ovr superseded in the modern home by a modern
acerial,

% The Carden is not dese-
crated with an ugly pole.

Al the expense ot erection and its inconvenience is
now a thing of the past. In the modern home as
soon as the set arrives, 2/-is spent on a PIX Invisible
Aerial, This acrial being combined in 30 feet of
adhesive tape of very narrow width fs just pressed
into position above a picture rall, wainscoting,
where it cannot be seen. Itis as good as an outside
aerial of the same height. But costs less, and
keeps the home tidy.

PIX invisisLE
ER|AL

30ft. 2/-

Double length, 3/8

EBH‘ISH PIX COMPANY, LTD,
(Dept. 373), 118428, Sonthwark Strect, 8. E.l,

|DEAL FOR UJE IN FLAT/..

SINGLE

SAFETY . 5 FUSE-

BASEBOARD HOLDER ,. .. V-

FUSE-HOLDER  1/6

TWIN SAFETY BASE- | O WANDERFUSE  1/-

BOARD FUSE-

HOLDER .. .. 2/6|q«SCRUFUSE”,. 6d,
3SINGLE OPEN

FUSE-HOLDER  9d.

Ratings * 60 mja. 150 m/a.
4PANEL FUSE- 250 mfa. 600 mfa. -
HOLDER .., .. 1/6 760 mja.
SPARE FUSES. Al ratings and sizes, 6d. cach.
Each rating a different colour (avoiding possibility
of error).

Decalers will fit other ratings in any of these holders
at the téme of purchase.

BELLING-LEE

FOR EVERY RADIO-CONNECTION

Adrt oj .Bellmg & Lee, Lid., (,ambndge Artenal Road,
nﬁcld Mlddlcsez
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out of the
HEAYBERD /
HANDBOOK.

Constructors ! Build ‘your own
Mains Units, ‘Battery Chargers,
etc. Seventeen different circuits

PR~ are given in the Heayberd 36-
- paged Handbook showing how you can do so at
negligible cost. Mains Units to suit practically
any Radio set. Technical Tips. Service Hints.
Details of Mains Transformers, Chokes, Con-
densers, ete., together with specifications of
complete Mains Units and Assembled Kits. At
least one leaf from the Heayberd Handbook will
giz')e y;)u just the Unit you require. Send for it
NOw °

i POST COUPO N wrsssssenesy

Please send me the new Handbook ‘Mains Power
for Radso.” Packed with useful information,
diagrams, ctc., compiled by Mains Specialists.
I enclose 3d. stamps.

e G D0 e, - e MONARO_'IOFTHEHAIN.S.
e T i, O e AR TR S 10, FINSBURY STREET,
LONDON, E.C.2.

Prac. (Minute from Moorgale Siation)

THERE IS A “GOLTONE"”
COMPONENT FOR EVERY
“ PRACTICAL WIRELESS »
RECEIVER _

“GOLTONE”
SCREENED
DUAL - RANGE
COILS

For modern receiver designs. these
“ Goltone > umnits will meet all re-
quirements. Made in 5 types to suit
every modern circait.
MATCBINGS—S8pecial attention has
been given to this point to ensure
succeasful ganging. The maxi-
mum permissible variation is Er
1 per cent., although the average
g rarely more than .8 per cent.
ALL UNITS DUAL-RANGE.
-Type GAR—Tuned grid with separate
reaetion and aerial tap. A popular
unit for all purposes,
Type GAO—Tuned grid with reaction
and alternative aerlal taps.
Type GGC—SBpecial Aerial coll with
three tappings, allowing various

degrees of seieetivity., No reaction. Price
Type GBA-—Band-pass acrial coll with ALL TYFE3
coupling winding. 2

for
Type GBS—Band-pass secondary
coil with separate coupling winding.
Obtainable from all First-Class Radio

FREE

;ﬁ four-page folders
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For this very selective three valver it is
imperative that the best available condenser
and slow motion dial is used to obtain the
closest possible tuning.

The designer has therefore specified a Utility
Standard .0005 Condenser and Utility Slow
Motion Dial, the finest pair known. Ensure
your own results by insisting on being
supplied with these components,

W185 Condenser 8/6 w181 S.M. Dial 7/6

or the two complete 15/-

from your dealer or post free from the makers

WILKINS & WRIGHT LTb.

UTILITY WORKS, HOLYHEAD RD., B'HAM.

London Agents:

E. R. Morton, Ltd,, 22, Bartlett’s Buildings, Holborn Circus,
CA

Belmont
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T is really surprising how few people
with A.C. mains charge their_ ac-
cumulators at home, when for{a few

shillings an excellent charger can be made.

The trickle charger described in this article |

uses a tantalum rectifier, which can be
made for about 2:. 6d by anyone with a
smattering of electrical knowledge, and

BELL TRANSFORMER

MAINS CONNECTED
ACROSS PRIMARY,

STRIP OF

which will operate for many months with-
out attention.

Firstly, as probably the reader knows,
the A.C. mains voltage must be stepped
down to about 4 volts or so for charging a
2-volt accumulator this is accomplished
in this particular charger by an ordinary
bell transformer . which can be purchased
at most electricians for about 4s. to 5s. 6d
These little bell transformers give an output
of roughly ? amp. at 5 volts, and are quite
satisfactory for the purpose. The alter-
nating current output from the transformer
must then be rectified, which could, of course,
be carried out with a metal rectifier, but
this mocthod is ruled out on the score of
expense. The only really satisfactory
alternative is an electrolytic rectifiecr which
may take several forms. A very common
type is the aluminium-lead combination,
consisting of a strip of aluminium and a strip
of lead immersed in a solution of ammonium
phosphate ; this type of rectifier is not very
satisfactory, however, as it needs a good
deal of cleaning and attention and also needs
“ forming * before use.

An Electrolytic Rectifier

However, there is one really satisfactory
electrolytic rectifier which can bhe made
eagily and cheaply, and will run for long
periods without attention. This is the

TANTALUM FOIL

PRACTICAL WIRELESS

__ N

A Trickle Charger for 7s. 6d.

--By F. W. CHAMPION

K
|
i

L o b

Two refinements
may be made, which
although not essential,
tend to improve the
working of the recti-

LEAD STRIP.

tontalum rectifier, which consists of a
tantalum strip and a lead strip immersed
in dilute sulphurie acid.

The writer has had a half-wave tantalum
rectifier in use for eight months, during
which time the electrolyte has been changed
once, while the lead and tantalum electrodes
are good forr many thousand hours’ further
use.

Tantalum, of course, is a very inert
metal, and should last for ever, providing
the electrolyte is pure and not too much
current is passed. The actual tantalum
rectifier used in the trickle charger, consists
of a lead electrode 5ins. long by lin. wide
and in. thick; also a tantalum strip
3iins. long by #&in. wide and about the
thickness of stout paper. These two elec-
trodes are immersed in ordinary accumula-
tor acid contained in a glags jamn jar provided
with a wooden cover well doped with melted
candle wax to make it acid resisting. A
slot is cut to accommodate the top of the
lead strip, and a hole is drilled for the
piece of tantalum foil. Melted sealing
wax can be forced well into the cracks. to
make a firm, acid-tight joint. Connection
is made to the electrodes with crocodile
clips or by small clamps. The complete
trickle charger should be connected up
with ordinary red and black flex exactly as
shown in the accompanying diagram.

fier, and prevent spark-
ing and spluttering.
One is to pour a small
quantity of heavy oil
on top of the acid to
form a film about #in.
deep; the other is to
add a small quantity
of iron filings or a
small nail to the acid
before using the
charger. The filings
will dissolve in the acid
and form iron sul-
phate, which will im-
prove the conduct-
ivity of the electro-
lyte. The rectifier then
runs much cooler than

it otherwise would.

After connecting up
the rectifier and in-
serting the adapter in
the lighting socket, immerse the two output
leads in salt water, when it will be found
that the wire from the lead electrode gases
furiously while the other wire remains
normal, the wire which gases is, offcourse,
the negative connection, and must be con-
nected to the negative terminal of the
accumulator. The average 2 volt 10 amp.
accumulator should be put on charge all
night once or twice a week and will be kept
in tip-top condition without any visits to
the charging station.

As regards running costs, the consump-
tion of current from the mains is about
3 watts, which, of course, is negligibie.
Finally, tantalum is obtainable from any
scientific supply store and is quite inex-
pensive, as only a very small quantity is
needed.

The cost of the complete charger need
not exceed 7s. 6d., which amount is made
up as follows :—

Bell transformer

Tantalum strip

Acid =

Strip of lead

3yds. flex .. i s
Bayonet plag L . =
2-terminal spades .. .

=
oSO

|

-3
R

« WHAT IS TELEVISION?”
(Continued from page 839.)

tips are of opposite polarity, and there
are several methods of joining this section
of the apparatus to the wireless receiver
tuned in to thc television signals. Fig. 3
illustrates one scheme where the output
valve, neon lamp and synchronizing coils
are all in series, a fixed condenser being
connected in parallel with the pair of coils.

Electrical Brake
In action the current passing through the

small field coil makes them of opposite

polarity, and if the speed of the disc at
the receiving end is identical with that at
the transmitting end the resultant magnetic
pull on the tceth of the cogged wheel
introduced by the synchronizing impulse
at a frequency of 375 times per second
will balance out in each cycle of changes.
If the disc tends to run fast, however, the
impulse occurs at a different part of the
cycle, and produces a magnetic pull on
the cogged wheel teeth tending to drag
them back. This retarding impulse acts
as a brake and the disc is forced to drop back
to its normal isochronous speed.

The method works very well in. practice

when set up correctly and fed with sufficient
current, but there is always a tendency
for a slight vertical * hunting >’ motion.
On the-other hand, since there are no
wearing parts needing replacement the
scheme has found favour, and in a fourth
illustration will be scen an amateur making
adjustments on his home-made vision
apparatus which includes the cogged-wheel
synchronizer plainly visible in the centre
of the picture. In the last instalment of
this series I shall deal with all the important
points arising from the actual procedure
of watching a television image received by
wireless, -
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Recervers
and th elrcls

We shall be pleased
to advise readers re-
garding purchase
of complete sets.

ITH the progress made on the
transmitting side of broadcasting,
coupled with the vast improve-

ment in the quality of signals, and the
daily increasing number of wireless enter-
tainments available from both near and
distant foreign countries, the listener to-day
demands radio receivers which are in keep-
ing with the present conditions. He is no
longer satisfied to hear mere musical sounds
backed by the information that they
‘emanate from some hundreds of miles from
his station. To-day he requires from manu-
facturers receivers which will permit him
to “ reach out ”’ for foreign transmissions
with the certainty that he will hear
programmes at such quality that they
may be considered of entertainment
value. Moreover, with the continued
increase in the number of trans-
mitters squeezed into the wavebands
allotted to the broadcasting scrvices,
both on this side of the Channel and
in Europe generally, tuning the aver-
age set has become more difficult,
and the separation of stations from
others operating on near-by channels
has compelled makers to design re-
ceivers which will answer more ex-
acting requirements. Fortunately,
the solution of the problem has been
facilitated by the revival of the
superheterodyne circuit, and of those
at present launched on the market
the R.I. Siz-valve A.C. mains table
model under review is a successful

example. j

The receiver has been housed in a
walnut cabinet of a striking design ;
it is a handsome picce of faurniture
which, without doubt, will meet with
the approval of the female members
of the household. The lower part
of the front, below the loudspeaker
fret, has only three knobs—namely,
the tuner, that operating the com-
bined wave-change, gramophone and
“on” and *“ off” switch, and the
volume control.

Tuning is remarkably easy as there ‘is
only one knob to operate. The volume
control has a smooth action, but must be
used with judgment. Excessive amplifica-
tion of loud signals causing valve overload

will result in poor quality of production,

and somewhat less strength is obtained in
this case than if the volume control is
carefully handled. Moreover, excessive
amplification produces the effect of double
hump tuning—it.e., the signal will be
received at two positions of the dial at
maximum strength with a relatively weak
region between the two readings. The
range of wavelengths covered is from
210-560 metres and from 850-2,000 metres.
It is a particularly liberal allowance which
permits the reception of a number of
stations below, say, Radio-Normandie, and
yet will readily tune in broadcasts from
Budapest,

The R.I. six-valve Super-
Heterodyne Receiver, A.C.

i RJI. SIX-VALVE SUPER-
{HETERODYNE (A.C. MAINS)

- rmpm s

i
t

A novel feature adopted in the R.I.
Superhet. consists of a shutter which,
operated by the wave-change switch, auto-
matically reveals the * short > and * long
wave scale of the illuminated dial, whichever
happens to bein use. This well-thought-out
contrivance will be found of great practical
assistance when tuning in stations as, by

—

mains model.

limiting the area of degrees seen, it is possible
to secure greater exactitude in the condenser
readings. The illuminated scale itself is
calibrated in wavelengths.. The shutter
also serves a multiple purpose, as not only
does it show the actual wave range which
is being tuned, but it also indicates when
the receiver is used for gramophone repro-
duction ; a special label appears when the
set has been switched off. The simplicity
of its working would enable a mere child
to operate this superhet., which, in reality,
for the local stations, merely needs plugging
into a power or light socket in any room
where electric mains current is available.
The circuit has been well designed to
cope with to-day’s conditions as well as,
so far as can be anticipated, with those of
the near future ; it complies well with the
requirements of listeners who demand good
quality reproduction with the highest
degree of selectivity. To ensure this latter
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quality band-pass tuning: has been in-
corporated in both the pre-selector stage
and the intermediate coupling circuits,
fmd, what is an important point,
in connection with the separate
oscillator and pre-selector band-
pass circuits triple-ganged condensers
have been adopted. For the second
giet/ecbor stage power-grid detection
is employed, this being transformer
coupled to the pentode output valve.

Six valves, including the rectifier,
have been found necessary to attain
the required results, four of which are
effective amplifying stages. These
have been carefully selected for their
individual qualities ; they consist of
a full wave rectifier (UU120/350),
AC/HL, AC/2HL, AC/SGVM, all
# metallized, and an AC/Pen., for the
output stage ; in fact the most modern
Mazda products. The layout is very
neat ; it has been symmetrically
planned; the metal chassis is of
Tobust construction, and ample room
has been allotted to the components.
The receiver is adjustable to work on
an A.C. mains supply for voltages
varying between 200-250 volts and
from 40/100 cycles, The mains and
smoothing equipment are of good
design, and in every way conform to
the regulations of the 1. E.E. The
set is very silent in operation and
practically no-mains hum was per-
ceptible. For the reception of distant
broadcasts it is essential that a good outside
aerial should be used, but it need not exceed
forty to fifty feet; in addition, both leads
connecting the set to aerial and earth
should be kept as short as possible, and
should be well separated and effectively
insulated. Where an outdoor aerial is in-
convenient, the capacity aerial in the
receiver itself may] be plugged into the
aerial socket  for reception of ‘broad-
casts from moderate distances and from
local transmitters. Within fifteen miles
from Brookmans Park perfect reception
of both London Regional and National
programmes was secured without either
aerial or earth ; with a capacity aerial the
volume control had to be brought back
almost to zero point.

The receiver is equipped with an electric-
ally-excited moving-coil speaker which
provides good quality of production ; it
18 fitted to an internal baffleboard specially
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supported in order to obviate. any risk of
_cabinet vibration, Bass is well reproduced
and speech is crisp and clear providing the
volume is not pushed to extremes.. The
tone quality, however, may also be regulated
by the knob at the rear of the cabinet ;
according to its adjustment bass or treble
may be increased as desired, and it can
be suited to the actual broadcast tuned in.
The -control is also useful for suppressing
““ atmospherics,” and in many instances
heterodyne whistles, etc., which frequently
mar a transmission. The R.I. Superhet.
possesses the advantage, when used for
the electrical reproduction of gramophone
-records, of not requiring any extra external
potentiometer volume control. The leads
from the pick-up are merely plugged into
their respective sockets at the back of the
set, the switch is turned to the position
showing the word * Gram,” and both
volume of sound and tone of reproduction
can be regulated in the same way as when
the receiver is set for the reeeption of
broadeast transmissions. Moreover, when
reverting to radio, the pick-up leads may
remain connected. The reproduction of
gramophone records was found to be very
satisfactory, the volume of sound being
ample for a large-sized room.

As regards sensitivity and sclectivity the
set put up an excellent performance. The
slightest movement of the condenser tuned
in transmissions, and a large log was rapidly
compiled. Clear reception was secured of
many stations at the lower end of the
medium waveband ; these included loud-
speaker signals from Warsaw (No. 2),
Abcrdeen, Konigsberg, Radio-Normandie
(Fécamp), Kiel, Lodz, and Nirnberg, in
varying strength in apparent relation to the

_PRACTICAL WIRELESS

power of the transmitters. Such broadcasts
as those from Stavanger and Belfast could be
distinctly heard, although not at a useful vol-
ume, but for the purpose of identification
and calibration they were clearly readable:

On the evening on which the test was
made the B.B.C. carfied out relays of
European transmissions, and for the sake

TWOFREEGIFTS
NEXT WEEK |

(1) The Wireless Constructor’s
3 Handy Cauge

(See Page 831)
i (2) Data Sheet No. 7

Condensers and Condenser
Values

ORDER NEXT WEEK'S COPY |
NOW !

of experiment the self-same broadcasts were
directly tuned in. Greatly to the credit of
the Superhet., the programmes, through
this medium, were better heard. In some
instances, as in the case of Warsaw, Vienna,
Hilversum, Milan, louder signals were
obtained, and, if anything, a purer quality.

No difficulty was experienced in the course-

of the evening in separating Breslau from

861

Poste-Parisien, and providing the volume
control was turned back if was possible
to hear Frankfurt-am-Main and Radio
Alger (Algiers) clear of the London National
- and Regional broadcasts. In the same way
Bratislava. and, Heilsberg were fairly well
separated, and a programme from Sottens
was logged with but occasional * side
splash >’ from Midland Regional. In the
later hours such stations as Barcelona
(EAJ1), Madrid (EAJ7), Katowice, and
Wilno were easily identified ; in fact, most
stations with a power of 3 kW. or more
provided good signals. On the longer wave-
band the receiver was equally efficient,
and starting at Leningrad, which in its
new position could just be caught at the
bottom of the scale, four Russian stations
were heard working, in addition to Oslo,
Kalundborg, Motala, Warsaw, Eiffel Tower,
Daventry, Radio-Paris, and Huizen. Konigs-
wusterhausen, although clear of its neigh-
bours, did not appear to work at its usual
power.

To wander from station to station with
this receiver afforded considerable pleasurc.
As the condenser knob was twirled it was
found that the programmes, with but few
exceptions, could be received with the
minimum degree of interference. Tuning,
as already stated, was remarkably easy,
and even in the hands of a novice the
R.1. Superhet will furnish a large number
of broadcasts at ample volume for even a
large-sized living-room.,

The receiver is made by Radio Instru-
ments, Ltd., Purley Way, Croydon; its
price is 25 guineas. A receiver of this
calibre, which comhines razor-edge selec-
" tivity with good reproduction, should satisfy
the requirements of every purchaser.

reliable.
the BECOL trade mark.
supply, write direct.

with data.

RODS. SHEET.

QUALITY | iy

Produces

EFFICIENCY

. TESTED BEFORE DESPATCH
The original BECOL ebonite low loss formers are thoroughly
They are used in all parts of the world. Look for
Ask your dealer.
Send now, enclosing 6d. (
for up-to-date handbook of tuning coils for DUAL RANGE,
BANDPASS, and - SUPER-HET. circuits.
A very interesting handbool.
TUBES. PANELS .

The BRITISH EBONITE Co., Ltd.,
~ Hanwell, London, W.7

If unable to
post free)

Fully illustrated

Costs only 9/6. Send P.C.
for details of this new trouble
free instrument that gives
radio all over the house, fully
controlled at every point.
Thousands already sold.

LEARN MORE ABOUT YOUR WIRELESS

Whether you are beginner or expert, study of this comprehen-

sive and up-to-date work will result in both pleasure and profit.

Its author is acknowledged to be one of the most brilliant

exponents of Modern Radio both in theory and practice, and

this “ Outline ” is filled with knowledge. It should be on every
enthusiast’s bookshelf,

THE QUTLINE OF WIRELESS

By RALPH STRANGER

8/6

Obtainable at all Booksellers, or post free 9/- from George Newnes.
Ltd., 8-11, Southampton Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.

STOCKTAKING
RECEIVER BARGAINS

A small  collection of Wates

receivers, battery and all mains,

to clear at less than half prices.
CALL AND SEE THEM

WATES RADIO LTD,,
184-188, SHAFTESBURY AVENUE, LONDON, %.C.2
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NEW
WIRELESS
INSTRUCTION

The 1.C.S. Wireless Courses cover every
phase of wireless worlk, from the require-
ments of the youth who wishes to make
wireless engineering his career to the man
who wants to construct a broadcasting set
for ‘his home, and, at the same time,
to know how and why it operates
‘and how to locate any faults that may
develop.

No branch of industry has ever pro-
“gressed as rapidly as wireless and the rate
of progress is increasing. Only by knowing
thoroughly the basic principles can pace
be kept with it. Our Instruction includes
American broadcasting as well as British
wireless - practice. It-°is a modemn
education, covering every department of
the industry.

OUR COURSES

Included in the I.C.S. range are Courses
‘dealing with the Installing of radio sets and,
in’ particular, with their Serviceing, which
to-day intimately concerns every wireless
dealer and his employees. The Operating
Course is vital to. mastery of operating
and transmitting.

There is also a Course for the wireless
‘salesman. This, in addition to inculcating
the art of salesmanship, provides that know-
ledge which enables the salesman to hold
his own with the most technical of his
clients.

We will be tpleased to send you details
of any or all of these subjects. Just fill in
and post the coupon, or write in any other
‘way, stating which branch of Wireless
interests you-—the information you require
will ‘be forwarded at once,

—YOU MAY USE THIS COUPON—

International Correspondence Schools, Ltd.,
Dept. 94, International Buildings,
- Kingsway, London, W.C.2.
Without cost, or obligation, please send me full
nformation about the Courses I have marked x
I1 THE 1.0.5. WIRELESS COURSES
I1 THE 1.C.5, RADIO COURSES
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1 An Excellent Movirnig-coil

| W.B., at

“transformer.

Speaker,
he

"39/6.

OTH speakers are
fitted with multi-
ratio transformers,

which allows of their

being connected to, any
output, and with the
connections on the cor-
rect terminals I next tried them on a three-
valver with pentode output. I must confess
the bass response of both did not come up
t0 that obtained when connected to the large
all-mains set with super-power output, but
manipulation of the tone control remedied
this without noticeable loss of volume. This
loss of volume is one of the outstanding
features of low-frequeney tone control and
serves to illustrate to us how much “ noise ”

we obtain from the upper registers. I used a

““ Lissen ”’ tone-control potentiometer and

attachment for connecting to the L.F.

transformer which retails at 12s. 6d. com-

plete. All terminals are plainly marked and
the device can be quickly tried out without

extensive alteration to the existing wiring

of the set.

Output Transformer

A word may be said about the output
transformer usually fitted to modern moving-
coil speakers. Instructions are given with
the speaker regarding the connecting up
of the transformer tappings of which there
are generally four or more. The lowest
ratio tapping is intended for super-power
valves of low impedance, and the tappings
increase in ratio to approximately cover the
range of valve impedances up to that of the
pentode, this being the last tapping pro-
vided. Do .not, however, be guided by

‘the instructions too rigorously. Try the

tappings on either side of the one suggested
by the makers if you are using a power out-
put valve and determine for yourself which
gives the best results. With a pentode
valve you are practically limited to the one
tapping provided, although you may ring
the changes still further if your set is already
fitted with an output transformer. Again,

"if your set has a choke output-filter incor-

porated the moving-coil speaker may be
attached to the output terminals without
difficulty, and in this case the best results
would often be obtained from a different

| tapping to that advised by the instructions.

A choke output considerably improves the
quality by checking any tendency to motor-
boating that your receiver may possess and
the absence of high-tension current in the
output-transformer windings is an added
protection both to the speaker and to the
A warning must be given
with regard to the alteration of the con-
nections to the tappings of the transformer.
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i Are You Cetting
MOVING-COIL
QUALITY ?—2

(Concluded from page 813, Jan. 14th’
issue. )
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Never alter these connections while the set
is switched on, as the danger of peak voltages
is acute with sudden changes in load. This
is particularly the case with pentode valves

" ds the current surge on open circuit is often

of sufficient magnitude to seriously damage
the emission of the valve or the fixed con-
densers in the set or eliminator,

Interaction Troubles

The speaker should not be placed too
close to the set if interaction difficulties
are met with, as with a badly microphonic
detector or output valve * singing round the
ring ” troubles are sometimes set up. In
the case of sets of the console type where
the moving coil is incorporated in the same
cabinet, encasing the offending valve with
Sorbo rubber or similar material will often
effect a cure. I have seen Plasticine and
even chewing-gum used to advantage in
stopping microphonic noises ! Assome mov-
ing coils are rather susceptible to mains
hum, it is as well to keep the speaker leads
as far away from the power-supply leads as
possible, and in extreme cases the use of
metal-sheathed cable is indicated.

Before perfect quality can be expected
from your moving coil it is essential that
the output from your set should be as
perfect as you can get it, because, as I
have already stated, the remarkable sensi-

“tivity of the moving-coil speaker gives

prominence to your output deficiencies.
I propose dealing with some of the causes
of poor quality directly due to troubles
in the set itself ; cures are suggested, and
should be applied before criticism of the
speaker’s reproduction is made. It is
an excellent plan to insert a milliammeter
in the H.T. negative lead in order that the
correct value of grid bias be applied to
the output valves or valve. The grid bias
should be adjusted until the “ kicking
of the needle is brought down to a minimum,
and I must again add the warning that no
adjustments of the grid bias be carried
out until the set is completely switched off.

Distortion and poor gquality troubles
can be grouped into two main categories
as a rule, those that are directly caused
through inherent defects in the -circuit
or design of the set, and those that are
caused through defects in the components
used or in the valves or current supply.
If you carefully follow the designs for sets
puls;lished in Pracrica,. WIRELESS, you
should not be troubled with any of the
first, but you will realise the importance
of using the components and valves speci-
fied and of strictly adhering to the lay-out
suggested. Components and wiring badly
spaced are a frequent source of poor quality
difficulties, and the cure is too obvious tc
need further comment.

! HAVE YOU CLAIMED YOUR ;
{ WIRELESS CONSTRUCTOR’S
i ENCYCLOPAEDIA? SEE PAGE 837
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The Decoupling of the H.F. Cireuit
HE advantages of deeoupling from the
point of view of stabilizing the set,
and preventing reactions on the
acrial gircuit have already’ been discussed.
It was not specifically pointed out that it is
the aerial and aerial-circuit that have to
be protected from reaction or feed back
of any kind, but this follows from the general
principle that self oscillation or squealing
is most commonly caused by the reaction
of a more advanced stage on an earlier
stage. Obviously when there are two
or more stages of H.F., it may be a question
of any later stage reacting on an earlier
stage or on the aerial.

But there is an entirely different reason
why the H.F. stage or any H.F. stage
should  be ' effectively decoupled. The
modern S.G. valve, and especially the
variable-mu type has a graph or characteris-
tic that may be described as all made up
of anode bend, there is little or no straight.
Now the amplitude due to the incoming
signal after amplification in the aerial
tuned circuit (whatever it may be) is still
of very small amplitude, of the order of .05
volt (vector), and this being so, the curva-
ture of the characteristic does not give rise
to distortion. But when an audio-fre-
quency surge from the H.T. battery
is admitted, as is inevitable if the pre-
caution of decoupling is omitted, the H.F.
oscillation finds itself riding on a wave of
low frequency sometimes high up on the
valve characteristic, and sometimes low ;
this is indicated in the accompanying
diagram. Now, although the low fre-
quency wave cannot itself come through
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' to the detector, owing to the censtants of

the circuit being only adapted to pass
H.F., this does net end the matter, for the
‘amplification of the H.F. depends upon the
position in which it finds itself on the valve
characteristic and ‘so, as it varies its posi-
tion, due to the superposed low-frequency
wave its amplification varies in like manner,
This constitutes, in fact, a modulation
of the signal, and when this is received
by the detector, the low-frequency wave is
reconstructed just as though the impossible
had happened and it had come through
direct (see diagram).

It would, therefore, séem that
it is just as necessary to
avoid low-frequency
(acoustic fre-
quency) feeding

- S

forms of instability such as “ motor boat-
ing.” How far this is to be feared in
practice. it is difficult to say, the whole
subject of * motor boating ” is of such
complexity, that the greatest authorities
on" Radio seem to give it the widest
possible berth. Morecroft in his large
tome * Principles of Radio Communica-
tion,” does not throw any more light
on the subject than would be expected
from the veriest tyro amongst amateur
constructors of receiving sets. In Turner’s
“ Wireless  there appears to be nothing
either. The only thing that the author
of the present note can from his" gwn
experiences assert, is that if each stage is
fed by separate and independent
batteries and if the lay-out is in
what may be termed ‘‘lino
ahead,’’ ie. acrial one end of

the as- |

sembly
and power

valve at

e da [ i %o o2
= \ : the other, with
A Y plenty of room
and particularly

back to the H.F. anode circuit, as it is to
prevent a feed back from the power stage
to a previous L.F. stage, and the con-
sequence of neglect may give rise to similar

length in the set, it is safe to say that motor
boating will not take place. Few people
can go much further or say much more
with certainty.

HE “ impedance ” of a valve, however,
is varied principally by the voltage
applied to the grid. While, therefore,

it is not subject to the same laws as a pure
resistance it is not a true impedance. “Anode
resistance ’ is probably the most suitable
term coined so far. Some radio engineers
use the term * differential resistance”
which sounds very learned, but is not very.
clear as to its actual meaning.

Valves are often compared on the basis
of their * mutual conductances,” the
mutual conductance being the change in
anode current occasioned by a one-volt
change in grid voltage, and expressed in
“ milliamps per volt.” Now the con-
ductance of a circuit is the reciprocal of its
resistance, and a little juggling with Ohm’s
JLaw will reveal that the reciprocal of the
resistance is equal to the current divided by
the voltage. The unit of conductance is
the *“ mho »” and the conductance in mhos
is equal to the current in amperes divided
by the pressure in volts. The mutual
conductance of a valve, in milliamps per
volt, therefore, is, if anything, a number
of milli-mhos. But in a true conductance,
the factors of current and voltage are the
current and voltage in one and the same
circuit, whereas the factors in the valve’s
mutual conductance are the current in the
anode circuit and the voltage in the grid
cireuit. It is on account of this that the
word * mutual ” was introduced, but the
term is rather unconvincing, and does not
convey much to the non-technical mind.
“ Factor of goodness™ is a far more
descriptive phrase.

The mutual conductance is sometimes
referred to as the “slope” of a valve.
As most valves are fixed dead upright in
the receiver, this term requires a little
explanation. It is not the slope of the
valve which is meant, but the slope of the
grid volts anode current characteristio

- of the * grid ” electric power scheme.

MORE RADIO
MISNOMERS

By « CYNIC”

) - ) S |

curve ; and this is, in fact, a measure of the
wmutual conductance.
‘¢ Reaction.””

Many receivers employ * reaction” in
the detector stage—a very vague and mis-
leading term. In this device, part of the
energy in the anode circuit of the valve is
passed back to the grid circuit and is re-
amplified by the valve. ‘ Re-amplifica-
tion ” is a far better term than ‘ reaction.”

Some of the alleged misnomers we have
just discussed might become the subject
of a highly technical discussion for which
these pages are not the right place, so let
us examine a few of thc simpler. radio
terms. The “ high tension” and *low
tension ” supplics will do to begin with.
“ High ” and * low,” for example, are only
relative terms. The 150 volts * high
tension of the average receiver is distinetly
“low ” compared with the 132,000 volgs.

0
why not call the * high tension” the
* anode supply ”’ and the * low tension ”
the ‘“heater current” ? Again, ‘“low”
frequency 'is high compared with com-
mercial electric supply periodicities, and
“ high ™ frequency is low compared with,
say, light or X-rays. Please let them be

4

* audio-frequency ” and ‘“ radio-frequency” .

in future. The last stage valve of a
receiver is not a * power amplifier.” It is,
in actual fact, a * power release valve,”
but ‘output valve” is a well-known
and wery satisfactory term. This valve
operates a * loud-speaker,”. I feel a little

sorry for the poor instrument which is only
credited with the power of speech when it
can also sing, and play the saxophone and &
half a hundred different instruments! I
do think we might promote him to the title
of ¢ sound reproducer ” from now on.

¢¢ Battery.””

When I meet the term *‘ battery” it
rather annoys me. The dictionary states
that “ battery ” is the act of beating, or a
collective name for a mumber of cannon
(things that can * batter ). Of course,
the ‘electric * battery ” is the collective
name for a number of electric cells—but
surely a more apt collective noun could
be found. An accumulator; again, does
not acecumulate in the correct sense of the
word. It merely stores energy. It never
possesses more energy than has been put
into it, so that * charging ” an * accumula-
tor ” is somewhat like putting money into
a box and taking it out as required. It is
certainly not analagous to investing it or
placing it on deposit at interest so that a
profit accumulates. There are dozens of
other radio terms I would like to pick to
pieces, but my space is nearly exhausted.
I must, however, have one final thrust—
this time at the ° set-makers” and the
‘“sets ” they make. “ Sets” of what,
if you please ? The term has been in
common use since the inception of broad-
casting and I cannot make out how it
originated. It cannot mean a set of parts
—for the first ‘“‘sets” were complete
instruments. If any reader can enligchten
me on this point I shall be most interested—
and meanwhile I shall continue to refer to
my box of tricks as my ‘ receiver ”’ on
every possible occasion.

Self Binders for Data Sheets
are now ready. (See Page 850.)
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Topping Accumulators

Sir,—Your efforts to substitute practical
instruction in the art of wireless for the
“ mumbo-jumbo > one is accustomed to
come across from time to time are de-
serving of commendation. The tendency
to foist a specics of technical mysticism on
the_ wireless public 'generally is not only
useless but at times positively harmful.
Simplé apparatus is vested with an un-
deserved reputation of being difficult to
maintain or instal, and your efforts in
eounbexaetmg this a.ttltude are all to the
good. In connection with this I would
take to task Mr. W. Burchell (Westchff)
for his letter on “ Topping Accumulators.”
The e]aboratlon of the really simple job
of topping-up is not only unnecessary ‘but
dlsadvantageous, in that it suggests that
an accumulator is a difficult and indeed a
dangerous thing to maintain. It is true
that - water should not be added to sul-
phuric ‘acid, but this, like many other
statements, requires qualification—water
should not be added to concentrated acid
or great heat may be generated. There is,
of course, no harm in adding water to
electrolyte which already contdins a pre-
ponderance of water, but to demonstrate
this point I have taken some actual tests.
A number of Exide accumulators in various
states of charge and discharge.were topped
up with an amount of distilled. water  equal
to 10 per cent. of the total quantity of
electrolyte, both the electrolyte and the

topping-up water being at ambient tem- |

perature. The experiment was repeated
and the amount of topping-up water in-
creased to 20 per cent. The results of these
tests are given below and the figures speak
for themselves : —

Sp. Gr. of Acid. Tem perature Rise.

Before Topping- 10% -20%
up. slution. dilution
1.140 0.25°C. 0.4°C.
1.200 0.5°C. 0.8°C.
1.250 0.95°C. 1.5°C.

In conclusion may I assure your readers
that any good battery is not likely to
become at all “ hot under the collar” if
topped-up in the ordinary way, but is, in
fact, eager to reciprocate in good service
the ordinary simple care and attention
which I have no doubt you will advise in
your admirable publication.—STANLEY
BrowN (Manchester).

Short-wave Coil Unit
Sir,—I enclose g, photograph of a short-

wave coil unit which I have made with the
valuable help of the article on page 326 of

| aerial,

’r om

'Readel:s.

The Editor does

Pracrioat, WIRE-
LESS, November
bth,” 1932. - The
unit’ consists ‘of
grid, and
reaction coils,
mounted in the
simple manner
shown in the illus-
tration. The coil
will eventually be
mounted in the up-
right position on
the baseboard of a
2-valve Super-
Heterodyne short-
wave adapter to
cover a wavelength
18 to about &0
metres with 0.000256
variable  conden-
sers. Connections
to the unit will be
made by soldering direct on to the ends of
the coils. This unit having only cost
about threepence to make, owing to the

CUT THIS OUT EACH WEEK

DO YOU KNOW?

—THAT IMITATION IS THE SIN-

CEREST FORM OF FLATTERY.
—THAT the lowest station transmitting
broadcast programmes is Buenos Aires on &
wavelength of 14 metres. 2
—THAT amber is not the only material
which becomes electrified by friction.
—THAT there is a formula which enables
gim to find the peak scparation of band-pass
ters.
~—THAT the wiring of the electric bell system
often provides a better aerlal than the electric
light mains.
—THAT the detector stage is the most
important in a mains set from the point of
view of H.T. smoothing.
—~THAT the voltage of an accumulator should
be read whilst the valves are switched on if
a true reading is desired.
~—THAT a valve volt-meter is the most
cfiicient type of measuring instrument.
—THAT a stroboscope is the most eflicient
instrument for finding the speed of the gramo-
phone turntable.

saeny

NOTICE.

The L‘duor will be-pieased to consuler articles of a
ractical nature suitable for n PRACTICAL
WIRELESS. Such articles showdd be wn(len on one side

of the paper only, and should contain the name and
address of the sender. WWhilst the Editor does not hold
himself .reeponsible for manuseripts, every .effort will be
made lo retum them if a stamped and addre.ssc»d envelope
All corr 4 d for the Editor
S ol s ncssot: e ‘Edilor, PRACTICAL WIRELESS,
%eoo Newnes, Ltd., 8-11, szthampton Street, Strand,
28
Owing to the rapid progress in the deszgn of wireless
apparatus and Lo our efforts to keep our readers in touch
with the latest developments, we give no warranty that
apparalus described in our columns i8 not the subject of
letters pateid.

The finished short-wave coil unit by F. W, Westley.
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extremely economical method of
mounting, I thought it may
interest some other readers.—
¥. W. WesTLEY (Leyton.)

Auto-Grid Bias.
Sir,—Following your article
in a recent issue of PraAcTiCcAL
WIRELESS on Automatic Grid
Bias, I note that you have
omitted that which may be a
very important illustration,
namely, the application of Auto-
G.B. on the detector wvalve’
when used as the first amplifier
on a gramo pick-up.
You will observe
by the accom-
. panying dlagram
that no G.B. is
applied to the
valve when used as
a detector on radio.
I find that decoupling resistance is best
left out altogether.—P. EpgeLL (Hanwell).
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Diagram illustrating Mr. P. Edgell’s letter.

A Scottish Reader’s Satisfaction

Sme,—F. M. B.’s request for a Det 2LF
_set interested me. About six years ago 1
purchased an American “ Fada > 3-valve
Neutrodyne. Despite its origin. it gave
first-class service up to last autumn.
After definitely refusing to perform further,
I decided it was time I knew more about
its working parts than that of the switch.
I then made my first purchase of a wireless
journal and it turned out to be- PrRACTICAL
WigeLEss, No. 3. Issue after issue I
searched In vain for someone seeking
knowledge about a similar set. Being
Scotech, and thus timorous by nature, I
didn’t like to consult your wireless doctor,
for I felt that something like 4,999,999
wireless fans would, on seeing my letter,
-say, ‘‘ Herc goes Aberdeen.” To-night I
feel considerably bucked up, for evidently

it is not only hard-hit Scottish glen farmers
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who still have to be putting up with ancient
circuits. F. M. B., who dwells in London,
and should know, says thousands of
pioneers in “ listening-in ’ love and rétain
their first loves. From knowledge gained
by reading your paper I tested my set and
discovered two dud transformers. These
I replaced with two Hypermu Rl LF.
Nothing but the best for an old and faithful
servant. Through further praise in your
journal of up-to-date valves I decided
that the three Yankees were a bit hefty on
current consumption. I next purchased
three English type valve holders, split the
8 volt accumulator im three, found one
section dud, and purchased a 2 volts P.M.
2 DX for detector, a PMIHL for 1st stage
and a PM 202 for 2nd and output stage.
After reading the instructions enclosed in
the valve containers I found my PM 202
would develop inward troubles if not
worked in conjunction with a grid-bias
battery. My next purchase was a 17 volt
grid bias and & bit of flex. I disconnected
the GB 1st stage from the HT—added a
bit of flex and plugged it into the negative
1.5 tapping. The GB 2nd stage from the
earth required another bit of flex which
was plugged into — 10. Into the positive
tapping 1 plugged a bit of flex and con-
nected it to LT—. Results are en-
trancing with an uncased old Brown V
hanging from a peg in the ceiling. All the
big fellows in Europe and Asia Minor walk
in with a slight touch of-the dials.  No'
crowding, and volume enough to make’
the ham which hangs on the other peg
above the old 'hearth dance.—WILLIAM
WaLLAce (Aberdeen.) 3

Much Better Even Than Expected

Sir,—1 was very pleased to receive my’

** Wireless Encyclopzdia,” and write to
thank you very much for it. I was sur-
prised to see the size of it and large number
of pages. It was much better even than I
expected, and full of useful information.
The first subject covered, i.e.,” accumulator
charging, will be of great assistance to me
as I am hoping to get into the wireless
business soon. Thanking - you again for
the splendid encyclopedia.—~R. BRAND
{(Loughton.)

Another Appreclation

Sir,—1 feel I must thank you for the safe
reception of the Wireless Encyclopedia and
should like to add my appreciation, both of it
and also Pracrioal WIRELESS, the former
being as practical as our weekly. Again
thanking you.—W. G. BaLMaN (Peckham.)

““ A Capital Book **

Sir,—Wireless Encyclopedia to hand.
It is a capital book, and will be very
useful.—E. RusaworTH (Alsager.)

‘A Wonderful Book *’ .

Sir,—I have received my copy of * The
Wireless Constructor’s Encyclopzdia » and
think it is a wonderful book. Ishall always
have it in front of me when dealing with
anything connected with wireless. I shall
always be a reader of PRACTTIOAL WIRELESS.
Thanking you.—S. WricHTON (Swanley
Junction.)

An Appreciation

Sir,—Having taken PRACTICAL WIRELESS
since No. 1, I must express my sincere
appreciation. Every individual is sepa-
rately catered for and considered, and I am
very much interested in your way of en-
couraging readers to submit Radio wrinkles.
Wishing your valuable paper every success.
—L. GaBBiTAS (Shoreditch.)

. voltage

UNITED RADIO SOCIETIES

The United Radio Societies aim to promote peace
by encouraging interchange of correspondence, etc.,
.between members of societies comprising the Union.

The Union is not joined by individuals but by
societies, each society joining will be supplied with the
names and addresses of members ot the other socleties
of the union and, in exchange, will supply them with
names and addresses of their own members. By this
means the aimns of peace are far more readily and
rapidly promoted than if societies carry on international
correspoudenceS between themselves. In other words,
‘“United we stand, divided we fall.”” Besides the
great. help this will do towards promoting goodwill

" and fellowship between nations, individual societies

of the Union cannot fail to enrol new members through
the scheme, for members of the different societies

will discuss their own societics with cach other, result-

ing in many e ments.

' The Union charges nothing for admission, and any

society interested, or even local clubs, are invited to |,

write to the organiser, Leslie W. Orton, * Kings-
thorpe,’”” Willowbank, Uxbridge, England, for details.
Please enclose a stamped addressed envelope.

- BRISTOL AND DISTRICT RADIO AND TELEVISION
SOCIETY

The British representative for the Ostar Ganz high-
valves in Great Britain, Mr. Eugen Forbat,
together with Mr. K. E. Alford, B.8c., are making
the first official announcements regarding these revo-

- lutfonary valves im the form of a lecture in the Bristol

and . District Radio and Television Society (President,
F. W. Rixon) at the Bristol University Geographical

- Lecture Theatre at 7.30 p.m. on January 20th, 1933.

As this lecture iz _sure to be of special interest to all
interested in modern radio valve design, a cordial
fnvitation is extended to ail who ¢an make it convenfent
to attend.

SLADE RADIO |

There was a lantern lecture on Rotary Converters,
etc., by Mr. R. H. Woodall, of Messrs. Rotax Ltd,,
at the meeting of the fubove Society held last week.
In this he explained the devclopments which have
taken place and also described the various types now
available. y

Among those deait with was a hand type which
can be used in the case of emergency, and which
would be particularly useful in some of the isolated
parts of.the world and could be used to summon help,
etc. A demonstration was given using an-Eddystone
ALL WAVE FOUR, H.T. and L.T. being supplied by a
6-150v. converter. g

The results were good, and it was noticed that the
machine was entirely silent in operation.

It was gtated that using this inachine it is possible
to get down to 8-10 metres without interference.

Full details of the Society may be obtained on
application to the Hon. Sec., 110, Hillarics Road,
Gravelly Hill, Birmingham.

INTERNATIONAL SHORT WAVE CLUB

I should like tp bring the London Section of this
organisation to the notice of readers of PRACTICAL
‘WIRELESS.

We are holding regular meetings at.the R.A.C.S.
Hall, Wandsworth Road, S.W.

The object of thesc meetings is to help the short-
wave listener get bhetter reception. We arrange
demonstrations and lectures which are very much
appreciated.  Also listeners can meet and exchange
their ideas and reports. -

1 should be pleased to give future dates of mectings,
also full particulars of the I.8.W.(., together with

cimen magazine if your recaders will enclose 1id.

mp. A. E. BEAR, 10, St. Mary’s Place, Rother-
hithe, London, S.E.16.

NEXT WEEK’S

GREAT FREE GIFT!

Turn to page 831 for details of our

WIRELESS CONSTRUCTOR’S
GAUGE (Made in Steel),

to be Given Pree with Every Copy of
Next Week’s Issue!

Ordér Next Week’s Copy Now! Same Price !

eRG L CON

To ensure Perfect Contact, use CLIX-for

THE ¢“SELECTONE?”

" Amateur Wireless " says of the * Master’ Plug:
“ A clever piece of work . .. We must ray that this
o -is one of tha nices piugs we have Nandled . . )"
All Clix components are designed to do the job easier
and with greater cfficiency. Write for Folder * N.**

LECTRO LINX LTD., 79a ROCHESTER ROW, S.W.1

10,000 GRAMO-MOTORS FROM STOCK
BIG CASH DISCOUNT ALLOWED !
Make a Gramophone or Radiogram,
Order loose kits or sets and as-
semble them at home. Get for 3d. our
new Gd-page Catalogue with acale
drawings and instructions how to
make them. We sell motors from 7/6,
tone-srms, sound boxes, 1/6, pick-
ups, big volume horns, loudspeakers,
radto kits, complete receiving sets,
gramophones, radiograms. Repairs
done, Established 1%03.

The REGENT FITTINGS Co., D.285, 120, Old Street, London, E.C.1.

SERADEX MOULDED
RESISTORS

- ) SRS D)

1} watt rating. Fitted wire ends. Made in usual

values from 100 ohms to 2 Megs. Price each 8d.;
Per dozen 7/6. Lists for stamp.

48, WAKE GREEN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM,
LOU[)(

SPEAKERS REPAIRED, 4/_
Blue Spot a Speciality, 5/-.)

Transformers 4/-, all repairs magnetised free,
ator Repairs quoted for., 24 Hours Service. Discount
for Trade. Clerkenwell 9069,
E O. MASON. 44, EAST ROAD. LONDONWN. N.1,

Elimyn.

Any make Unit. Transformers.
etc., from 3/-: Blue Spots, 5/- ;
Moving Coils, Eliminators, etc.,
from 5/-. Repairs guaranteed
aboratory tested and returned
C.0.D. post. Special trade terms
or by contract,

WEEDON POWER LINK RADIO
€O.. 185, Earttam Grove, London,
E.7.  (Phone: Maryland 4344).

Indispensable for Your Bookshelf,

WIRELESS
STEP BY STEP

By “ DICTRON " (Ninth Edition.)
Oblainablo-al all Booksellers or post free 3|9 from
George Newnes, Lid., 8-11, Southampton Street, 2,6
Strand, London, W.C.2,
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MORLEY SHORT-WAYE COILS
RE Morley is a very interesting model of short-
wave coll, designed to cover the wave-band
from 12 to 70 metres with a .00025 mfd. tuning-
condenser. An cight-ribbed former is used. for the
coil, and this 18 slotted and wound with heavy gauge
wirg, widely . spaced. The winding comprises an
Aerial Ooil, Grid Coil, and Reaction coil, and the grid
coil is tapped and connections taken inside to a silver-
contact, seif-cleaning switch, operated by the rod and
control knob on the panel. Terminals are provided
on the ebonlte base for connection, so that the com-
plete coil may be conveniently fitted into an existing
set. Thé two wave-bands
coverdd by the coil are from
12 to 30 metres and from 28
to 70 motres, and the size and
position of the aerial coil has
been so chosen that it gives a
satisfactory “coupling on both
bands. The price of this coil
is 6s. 9d., at which it répresents
" very good value. This’ firm
also manufactures a serles of
ganged and screencd coils,
which difler from others on the
market in that the screening-
can has a domed
top. The most
interesting of this
range is a pair
of Three Range
(Ultra-Short,
Medium, and
T.ong-Waves) Coil,
consisting of the
short-wave  coil
above mentioned,
together with
a standard dual-
range coil, both mounfed on a ringle base. The
switch knob is adjusted to cover the three bands.
‘The price of this is 15s. complete, and the base is

7}n. by 3in.

LDTUS 3-GANG CONDENSER
THIS is a splendid example of a completely sereened
and ganged condenser suitable for tuning
three circults; This is supplied completc with disc
drive, fitted with lamp-holder for Hluminating the
dial. The sections of the condenser are accurately
matehed up, the now familiar split-cnd-plates being
provided for factory matching. This i3 one of the
features which necessitates that the home-constructor
should not take the cover off the assembly and attempt
to interfere with the jnside. It is extremely difficult
to design each soction of a three gang assembly,
50 that at every degree on the tuning scale the three
sections have exactly the same value, and in order

The Morley short-

wave coil:

B 7 =z
The Lotus 3-gang condenser.

that this should be so, the
end vane of each moving
section is slotted, and by
means of an oscillator
circuit at the factory, each
section is adjusted by
bending the sections so
that - no natter what
part of the scale is chosen,
the reading for each
condenser i3 identical
Only = slight movement of one of these sections is
required to upset the batance. The disc drive supplied
with the condenser is a substantial affair with no
backlash or slip. The degrees arc clearly marked,
and a neat escutcheon window is supplied for fitting
to thc panei.

ANOTHER BRIT!SH RECORD FOR AN ALL ENGLISH
WORKS - )
THE steady growth in the number of Radio Licenses
4 issued in Great Britain is a matter of the greatest
interest. Tt sccms only recently that the number
reached the amazing fgure of onc million,
Then our astonished eyes read two millions,
then three, nnd now it is announced that
the colossaljnumber of over 5,000,000 listeners-
in have purchased their annual licence., The
. enterprising efforts of varlous radio manufac-
turers made this progress possible~ by bringing
within the reach of everybody cheap. and
reliable components and assembled sets. Cne
of the most ~important of these was the
early introduction of Electron wire,. which by
its simplicity and low prico immediately made
Droadcasting possible for the millions, removing
the bogey of expensive and unsightly aerial
asts always difficnlt and sometimes impossible
0 erect, more particularly in large towns.
The Klectron series of aerials comprises a
New Superial,
Electron’s _Super
Aerial, in various
Iengths, and the
Electron 100 per
cent. Copper
Aerial, for those
who require an all
copper stranded conductor with a protec-
tive covering agalust verdigris and st~
mosphere, particularly corrosion by the
3 sea.  Buperiai  being insulated with
vulcanized rubber, covered with the finest quality
braiding, heavily waxed ard compounded, is proof
against exposure, proof against lightning, and so sure are
the manufacturers of the infallibility ofthe New
Superial, Electron’s Super Acrial, they offer a £100 Free
nghtnigglnsuranco. This explains why the sales of
the Electron Aerials have kept pace with the growth
of radio enthusiasts, Sales already exceed 7,000,000 and
Electron sre geing to sell avother 7,000,000 of * the
aerlal which made broadcasilng popular.”

MELBOURNE SHORT-WAVE COILS

HE Melbourne short-wave coils are of the plug-in
type, having air-spaced windings, spaced and
held rigid by small ebonite sirips clamped at three
ints round the circumference, The wire employed
s of heavy gauge and enamelled, and a neat two-
pin plug is fitted to the base for connection purposes.
These are obtainable with 2, 8, 4, 6, and 9 turns,
and the price varies from 1s. 6d. for the smallest
to 2s. for the largest. “These provide a simple method
of employing a set for all wave-lengths, as standard
broadcast coils may be plugged-in in place of the short-
wave coils and thereby cover a complete range. The

makerz are the Melbourneé Radio Supply,

GRAMPIAN SPEAKERS
A NEW Permanent Magnet Moving-Coil Speaker
has recently been placed on the market, and is
Illustrated below, This is the Grampian speaker manu-
factured by Grampian Reproducers Ltd., and selling
at 39s. 6d. This has an overall diameter of 74in.
and weighs 53lbs, The chassis is built up of aluminium,
‘and the magnet js very substantisl, The strength
of the field is 34,000 lines, and the speech coil is wound
.to a resistance of 1,7 ohms. -To enable this to be
employed with any type-of valve, a multi-ratio cut-
-put is Atted to the chassis and six different ratios

4tare obtainable from the four terminals which are

fitted to- the -transformeér. - The lowest ratio is 15
to 1, and the highest 7C to 1. The power handlin,

capaclty is given as 3,750 milll-watts, and it will,

January 21st, 1933

What we

The Grampian P.M. loud-speaker,

thercfore, deal comfortably with the output of practle-
ally every home receiver. On test, speech was found
remarkably falthful, no lack of brilliance being
noticed, and no hoominess. On musical items the
overall response scemed particularly good, with »
good proportion of lass.—This was found- to te
produced by a bass resonance helow 100 cycles, whiel:
gave a depth to the reproduction without- noticeable
boom. At the price mentioned, namely 39z Gd:,
this s a very satisfuctory item. An energized model
is also made by thiz firm, and eells at 30s. The
principal details of this model are: Fleld winding,
2,500 ohms ; Inductance of field -70 henrles ; Power
handling capacity 3,750 milli-watts; Speech coil
resistance 1.7 ohms; weight 4lbs. 10ozs. A similar
outpul transformer js also fitted to this model.

WHITELEY P.M. SPEAKERS
WE have recently drawn attention in our pages to
the fact that moving-coil’ syeakers require
a fairly large output of undistortsd signal in order $o
glve satisfactory results. The Whiteley Electrieal
Radio Co. Ltd., have drawn our attention to the fact
that their PM4 gpeaker will work comfortably on
an output of only 60 milli-watts, This, of course, is
a very low value, and It enables the user of even the
smallest wireless set to get really first-class results
from the moving-coll type of speaker. The lllustration
hepewith shows the new cabinet which las been
degignéd _to house the Whiteley PM5 speaker, and this
is now obtainable for 39s. 6d., compicte. It is known
as the Mansfleld Juntor Cabinet.

The Mansfield Junior cabinet loud-speaker,
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OUR FIRST
PICTURE

The Snags We Struck
and How We
Overcame Them

HE trouble started when a few of
us clubbed together, bought a
ciné camera and decided to produce
a picture to he shown at the firm’s
annualdinner  Everyone was enthu-
siastic, and a hastily-thought.out plot
left us with only the cast to be
arranged.

Comedy was to be the keynote.
After all, our efforts might be mis-
taken if we attempted to be serious,
and if we did happen to be funny—
well, we were supposed to be, weren’t The villain
we ? So we chose the hackneyed
theme of the heiress who must marry I had heen informe
by a certain hour—introducing the nation was a most s
villain “ determined to marry the e had not been th
girl, by gad !*—and all that. number of motoring {

. . ) théemselves right on|
A Veritable Adonis numerous small boys

For the hero we chose a veritable competition as to
Adonis — black marcelled locks, a Nearest the camer
““neat-line *” moustache and the most ranged themselves a
charming ‘“ Colgate*’ smile. Had he in the hope, I pres
a girl ? He vaguely murmured that the picture.”” Ha
he had—rather too vaguely, I thought. directing (sic) and

It was finally decided to have one the cameras most
big day out and get all the outdoor obtained without ip
shots done in the fine weather and unwanteds.
leave the interior scenes until the late 3 h
autumn. We selected a spot in the ust t )
wilds of Hertfordshire (yes, there are Our opening scj
wilds even in Herts), and started off house which was
bright and early one morning with a " a close-up of the
lorry full of props and three private bride-to-be. Som
(’zars conveying the cast—on location.  had spotted ‘¢ jus

;é FUTRD my .

uo:a,, - HARRES, 500, 12
: HOME tarxing
PLICING mapy Easy

wE MApy oua gy

How

MOVIES

SEND POSTCARD TO-DAY FOR SPECIMEN COPY
““ Home Movies”’ is obtainable at all Newsagents,
Bookstalls and Dealers, or by post 7}d, (Subscrip-
tion rates: Inland and Abroad 7]6 per annum,
Canada 7/- per annum), from George Newnes, Ltd.,
8-11, Southampton Street, Strand,
London. W.C.2

The detective’s officc was certainly. a work of art !
Geo, Newnes, Lul,
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THE
STANDARD §
S RISING

To keep - up “with Radio Progress only the best

components are good enough. Write for free

leaflets . indispensable to constructors who are

satisfied only with the finest results.

1. The Potentiometer. Price 3/- to 8’-
Leaflets Ref. Nos. W79-81.

2. The DWA Coil. Price 9/9.. Leaflets Ref.
No.-W65.

3.-- The Band Pass Filter. Prices. 12/- -anc
12'6  Leatlet Ref. No. W73,

4. The LF--Transformer. Prices 6’9 and 10/-
Leaflet Ref. No. W76.

Every type of component is Ipa'de by “Lewcos”

and stocked by all reputabledealers.

THE LONDON ELECTRIC WIRE COMPANY AND SMITHS, LIMITED, CHURCH ROAD, LEYTON, LONDON, E.10

Sl W

et st o

Printed by NEWNES & PEARSON PRINTING Co., LTp., Exmoor ‘Atreet Lndbml e vae, ‘W.10, and published by GEORGE

NEWNES, LTD., 8-11, Southampton Street, Stmnd w2 sole Agents for Australia and New Zealand : GORDON & Gorew,

P W Glft Stamp NO 17 LTD. South Africa - CENTRAL NEWS Aon\cy LTD. Practical Wireless ean be sent to any part of the “oﬂd post free, for
17/4 per annum ; six months, 8/8. Roglstere(l at the General Pozt Office for Transmission by Canadian M-v,nziue Post.
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!"I/\Fl lD)/ G/\U@[

Build your FURY FOUR wzth a

“PILOT AUTHOR KIT

. the only Kit that arries the Editor’s personal
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# 7 _ PRACTICA_L _WIREIESS _Jan_uary_2iﬂ,_1933_
Electricity in tke Motel and Catering Industrics,

Neon Signs, by D. WintoNy Tuorpe, AM.LE.E,
An interesfing article. explalmng practical ‘methods of installing
this type of advertising sign.
. How to Eliminate Mains Interference vvlth Wireless Receivers,
4 by ‘“ ELECTRODE.

Practical methods of * silencing ” electrical machinery, motots,
lifts, etc,, are clearly explained.

Emerger.cy and Standby l.ngmg, by A. T Dover, M.1.E.E,
As apptied in Hospitals, Cinemas, Theatres, Concert Halls, Hotels,
: Banks, Etc.
Changing over a Fzetsry from D.C. fo A.C., by H. RawrLiNsoN.

Dealing with the special problems which arise in connection with
the * Grid.”’ Development.

The Cathode Ray Oscillograph.

An Article desceribing how this wonderful instrument is applied
} R L E S S I H A N R VA

THE PRACTICAL -

S R TTINN | Ll ELECTRICAL ENGINEER

Indispensable to Progressive Men in Every Branch

AYEAR A

One Shilling

Obtainable at all Newsagents and Bookstalls, or past free 1/3 fram George
Newnes, Ltd., 8-11, Southempton Street, Strand, London, W.C.2

Gco. Newnes, Lid,

BAITTERY
CHARGERS

For A.C. Mains
THE SENIOR TWO TYPE N.P.

(Nustrated) will charge one to
eighteen batteries at once. 15-25
olts at 3amps. Slhiding Variable
r{es-stance from small zmperage—
Westinghouse Metal Rectifrers.

For HT. and L.T. Cells.
Trade Price 105/-
Ccmplete, delivered.

Other models up to £20
Send for 1933 trade list.

NASH PRODUCTS LTD.
STECHFORD, BIRMINGHAM (9)

BRITISHGENERALI ' X' BESS i

i " HY spend fifty slnllmgs a year on quickly ex-
hausted batteries ? An “ ATLAS ” Unit will run your
receiver from the electric light for less than 1/- a ‘ye

“ ATLAS " Units, the experts’ choice, are as sxmpe
to fit as a battery, need no alterations to set or valv es, and
last for ever,

Ask your dealer for a demonstration to-day and insist
on ** ATLAS ™ the units which won the Olympia Ballots
against all-competitors. No other can give the s ‘

reserve of, silent, steady power,
Models for every set from 39/6. Guaranteed 12 months.
Westinghouse Rectifiers.

- o, Ll ) These famous filter coils in
== KE & ©C. (MIctl, improved: form at a lower
H. CLAR ', mncnest \ P
‘ g“:f; atreet,. Patricrot 1o complet? \ price., The only effective
{1

= folder -desceid Fﬁc‘;mponenu.

method of ensurmg perfect
please ¢ Sud ¢ 7 Mains Units 8 g p

P e » ceparation at small “expense.
‘I g ) R . I-ree wiring diagrams
‘ Name --vom 50" supphed

Aeriatand Anode
sm:)dc]s From all
dealers or direct.

BRITISH GENERAL
H. CLARKE & CO. (M/Cr.), LTD., Patricroft, MANCHESTER

S
8 @% Manufacturing cé:, Ltd.
Glasgow ¢ G.E.S, Co., Ltd., 38 Oswald Street. @IS - Broctkley Warks,London,S.E.4

ondon : Bush House, Ww.C.2.
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POTENTIOMETERS
MEET EVERY KNOWN NEED

The new range of variable resistances have been designed to meet the
demand for a compounent with a pnrucularly silent and smooth movement.
The curve of the potentiometer is arranged ™ straight line,” which gives a
straight line ratio betwecn angular movement and resistance variation.
The resistances can'be supplied with " straight line ” or logarithmic curves
according to requirements.

In resistances of a value more than 50,000 ohms, the gunranlecd tolerances
are—I5 per cent. and +30 per cent. of the rated values. In the case of low
value resistances the corresponding guaranteed tolerznces are+-or—I10

per cent,

These components are also supphed with a combined switch, making en
extremely neat and robust unit. The switch has a guick make and break
movement and will handle {2 amperes at 250 volts without arcing.

Prices for your special
requirements on application ~

POTENTIOMETERS
AND RHEOSTATS

Preh Manufacturing Co., Ltd.,
Broadwater Road, Welwyn Garden City.
Manufacturers and Wholesalers only supplicd.

Harwell Ltd., The Sessions House,

Sole Sales Organization?
Phone : Clerkenwell 6905-6.

Clerkenwell Green, E.C.1.

RADIO INVENTOR

discovers secret of
H.T. Remvenahon

/

DYING BATTERIES
BROUGHT TO LIFE AND
GIVEN NEW ENERGY . . .

The results of his research are now offered, to all owners
of battery-operated receivers, in the :hape of REACTO.
By feeding H.T. batteries—old or mew, with L.T.
current only from a ‘spare accumulator, which needs
no racharging=—REACTO definitely prolongs the life of
batteries, Sxmp e to comnect. Maintains constant
voltage, producing clearer, touder tone.

Eliminates parasitic noises. Your old HT Battery
revives and lasts unti! the moisture in _its cells dries
up. No alteration to set. Intermediate HT. leads un-
ltered. Money refunded if after 14 days’ trial REACTO
does not do what we claim. Patents applied for.

EACTO

REJUVENATOR

Send P.O. for 3/6 (crossed) to-day
and start economising_on
-xpense right away, or C.0.D, 6d.

Hll

WIRELESS 869

1805 A.D.

“Engla{nd expects every
'9!

man this day...!

19535

Jou can expect

?
ﬁ@ﬁ

HT- BATTERY

to do its duty
every day

. . . and besides giving you efficient service
and giving your Set greater and more lasting
power, the Lion H.T. Battery COSTS LESS |
It is made in one of the largest factories in
Great Britain devoted exclusively to battery
manufacture. It is made by men who know
what vou want and who know how to produce
it at the price you want to pay. It is the
kattery with the lowest internal resistance.

@ LOOK AT THE PRICES!

60v. HT. 4/6 ¢ 100v. HT. 7/-
120v. HT. 9/. ¢ 9v. G.B. 104
4iv. Pocket Lamp Battery 4£d

Sold under
Lsmited Licence

® BRITISH MADE e

YOUR DEALER CAN SUPPLY

Advt. of VINCES DRY BATTERIES L TD,, LION WORKS;,
GARFORD STREET, LONDON, E.14, Telephone: EAST 1902,

exira,
Obtainable only from : TEST REACTO FREE'
Reacto Appliances Ltd., fopnect Teacto as abose in a
(Dept.X5),28,Watling St. : f{ur!gl;l?tllx::st.x—m.m;fc&g:omogﬁnﬁ:
London, E.CA, nol&tin‘z'n clalm or your test cost:
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PETO-SCOTT ;/uan

'EVERYTHING RADIO! SELECTONE 1933 Walnut ADAPTAGRAM

P -
CARRIAGE PAID TO vour boor | KIT ¢ AY i S, Constructed in = el
o 1] Author's Kit of specified g & T o F & Walnut with inlaid
sLUE spoT sPEAKER UMT ano KRR By inelliing® easss , , Walnut Veneers.

CHASSIS. Type 100 U. Cash Price 1 i o MODEL A converis
£1/12/6. Carriage Paid. 5/2 NS s Hudiogzam. Gomen to you
Balance in 6 monthly pavicests of T cabinet. with vignetted front os
5/2. nly or 12 monthly payments of 8[= illustrated omd  wotor-
- I i - hom-d,srenéxdy(to mkchyour
g owir Set, Gramophone,
TELSEN “JUPITER” S.G.3. Com- Send : T _ml T AT Motor_and Pickau. X3
i v 4 N i L S ut i £ g ul SK} or expensive 00y
g]ae;[? Plfil:e,lcz;n;;a\.'es ALt 1 - { 5‘1\1;!?, Issanmbiéxek. vnslves and cabinet. CX&H are rctly‘uldlrdloltmntiorm
. - . r a \ -
Balance in 11 monthly paymentsof 7/-.  only t :,';g, Paid. o oF °‘°J'}ai,,l (3 ‘l;?:z:qun‘ L&t:lufn?m‘:t ‘r‘:ﬁé
| £5/10/9 £6/13/3 sen u];i e professionally
BLUE SPOT UNIT AND CHASSIS, Type 93 Send i 12 ithi N 12 finished appearance of the
P.M.- Including matched transformer. 5 ,6 | g{ lo,lg."m e g: 12 ;mnthly EEriepts :l)lx?:xgwplhl:»f\l:ym:rtxlgney]mc%?

CashYPrice £2/19/6. - = L Luy. Carrviage & Packing
Balaace in 11 monthly payments of §/6. only l 2/6 extra, Epg. & Wales,
ROLA PERMANENT MAGNET MOVING- Send 63 e
COIL SPEAKER F.6. With universal 4,6 * monthly pay-

tapped mpat transformer.  Cash Pn’cc | s o L o K N 0 B ments of 5/9, Carr. paid,
£2(8/6. Carriage IMaid. only _.MODEL B withGarrard MODEL € with-Collaro

Balance in 11 mouthi)‘ payments of 4/6 1 . X Double  Spring  Motor. Induction Electric Moior

TR & A “YyICTOR” PERMANENT PPN T SR Ariforts Kit of speciid matic Stop. BTH. Tone:  Ynd Vo Gonttel

MAGNET MOVING-COIL SPEAKER DE Sendl oy "y el £ rgacy Arm With Pickonp, and- ‘ghe” Umit. 22tn, Turi.

LUXE. Witlr G-ratio input transformer 6,5 Tatves | andls cabinet , , Vclume Control Complete. . ot able,” Automatic

and protrcun" grille. Cash TPrice CASH or C.0.D, carriagé Automatio. Needle S top. Automatic

£3/10/0. Cafriage Paid. only paid " or 12 monthty payments of 5/6 G or c.OD = é‘iﬁ”’e 8% G
Balance in 11 montbly payments of 6/5. ool payments of 5/6. Al B ..
Specified Valves £1/2/9. Cabinet 15/ payments of 12/-. S uﬂvmen“ of 13/9.

'LISSEN
“SKYSCRAPERS.G.3
COMPLETE WITH VALVES

TOP PRESS OFFER

EPOC PERMANENT MAGNET .
MOVING-COIL SPEAKERS W. B. PERMANENT MAGNET Send

I
i
|
}
|
}
; I
with  (Lissen  SGo wainug caninet, and | || €.0.D.  Carriage Paid. . £17150.
}
i
!
|
1
1

(7]
w

.

CHASSIS KIT mci(\fmz'r Kvn" Type ‘206’ (New Edition) with 3-  Send g&gﬁfc G‘OIHL1 %PEAfKER Ppr ;m. 5 9
k, wi issen alves, Rati nput Transto i ete wi ransformer. Cash Price
' - i oD, Fontiare P vt 66 | “eapi.  Carriage Taid, - Baidtes 17 /
Detector and Pentode special Balanced Ar- 1 only wonthly payments of 5/9. ,only
Valves. Cash Price, mature Loud-speaker. Balance in 5 monthly payments of 6/6 PETO-SCOTT WALNUT CABINET MoV.
Carriage Paid, £4/9/6. Cash Price,  Carriage Type * A.2,”” Compleie with S5-ratio Send ING-COIL SPEAKER. Permanent Magnet  Send

g N Paid. £6/5 De-
Delivered, carriage pereg tam[age paid,
Pﬂld, on first payment on first ‘payment of

, Balince in ,
Balance in 11 11 monthly
monthly pay- t;aumen!s of

ments of 8/3.

input transformer. CASH or €.0.D. 5 9 Speaker in handsome Walnut Cabinet with 4 6
Carriage Paid. £3/3/0. contrasting veneers. Cash or C.0.D. Carriage ,
Balancein 11 monthly paymentsof5/9 only Paid. £2/7/6. Balance in 11 monthly only
payments of 4/6. ]
AMPLION PICK-UP with arm  base
and volume control. Cash er €.0.D. only. 25,

PETO-SCOTT S.G.3 RADIQ| | Post Faid.

R & A “CHALLENGER ' PERMANENT A t techmical achiev t. Seli-contalned § Cabinet
MAGNET  MOVING-COIL SPEAKER. Send ] hoi heantituincrmined watnut  Hishoate camone cpinet ——REDUCED PRICES—

—.—————-—.————_.——————m—————-—_————-———————————-———————-—-——-.————————-——————-—

With special D'erranti multi-zatio input all-steel chnseis.~ Hlow-motion gingle-dial tuning. Hereened grid
ol Lo Mieeratie TPt Bf6 | jacictior ana power valves, - MOVING-COIL RPEAK LR, COSSOR MEODY maker
Paid, £1/15/0 2 e only I Peslgr;c‘g !;) give mlmlge ?T}m >y i 3 MODEL 335

> ! . ' ! » ieception in every part of he omplete wi vaives, speaker and Deli H
Balance in 5 monthly payments of 6/5. | British Isles of B,B.C. and cabinet, Employs Cossor Variable-mn Pald"r:: ﬂrftn ".3355
ATLAS ELIMINATOR. Type A.C.2d4. Scnd Forefgn Programmes.—Complete, 8.G. H.F, stage, Deteclor and Power ment of
Three tappings: S.G., Detector - and 5 6 } g‘ddy "1’]'52‘131' “l(!’l\A F\:‘d;‘ and valves. Cash Price £6/176. Balance .lo/_

ga: S.G. > - ¥
ower.  Qutput: 120 volts at 20 m/fA. , mpsl;tex ']x“'edm:«hy;'lllnc;g ‘ﬂ':ieg in 11 montbly paymeats of 12/10.

Cash DPrice £2/19/6. Carriage Paid. only |
Balance in 11 monthly payments of 5/6.

HEAYBERD HOME BATTERY-CHARGER Send |
Model A.0.3. for A.C. Mains only, Charges 5,3 ]

COSSOR istoov, maen

s : i SEND The complete Kit ol Parts includes
"“ { NOW - Cossor valves with handsome wooden Delivered, earriage

cabinet (snpplied compietely assembled nmd.' ;)n first pay-

2, 4, or v, accumulators at 1 am Cash I @ 3 ‘-" 4 with detachable back) ; cone lond- men

of C.O.D. Carriage Paid. $£2/2/6. only it g No Extra for Easy Terms| ] speaker of the Iatest type with rear

Balance in 8 monthly payments of 5/3. This is an honest-to-zoodness  sixtee onth &l - nl’e':g:"ﬁg/thls oanlal?ce Emlnl!mﬁn(;%: 20,-
S is ~to- a 1 months

GARRARD INDUCTION GRAMOPHONE offer trom a tirm estabished In  extra gharge for Basy Termn. | -| Payments of 20/«

MOTOR. Tor A.C. mains. Model 202. Send
Mounted on 12-inch nickel motor plate 4,1
with fully antomatic electric starting and

1919—=xoleiy for the purpose  Casrinze Paid completo with P
of building Wirefess Sets and  Aerial Equipment, £9/18/0. FE R RA N I £ M AXI M IN”
bringlag  radio willja the You eend us 12/- wilth order

reach of ail. Peto-Bcolt iand - per week {paid] °f Complete Kit of Parts for the popule

stopping switch. Cash Price £2/10/0. ou! £ Fives 02 4 Y SEND ONLY
Carrtags Paid. TR B g, o, B, el | SR oS Gl ciih
Balance in' 11 monthly payments of 4/7. «‘:f_ewgls\n‘:cu‘?:ﬁ i, e {"-ritisb Radlo money can orm% gnlx’y pg‘x;en é é?/g Balance in 5 9
- 3 " 0 ¥ T Ty 8
PETO-SCOTT WALNUT CONSOLE.
Beautifully constructed of solid wal- Send { | IMPORTANT ey S sesite
nut with congrasting Walnut Veneers. 8,3 1 Parts, Kite, Wiccell PETO SCOTT CO- Ltd 77 clty Road Lo“do“, E. 01 H
Ready to take vour set. ~Cash or R s, . Te!ephone Clerkentwell 9406/7.
(l;a(l)aD 'ﬂﬁ/&onﬁ:{\:mﬁe nz\lei f;lgfs " only | | Finisbed Receivers # West End Showrooms : 62, High Holborn, London,’ W.C.2. Telephone : Holborn 3218
LuoAh S : ) g5, Ateegioriss for 2 Dear Sirs, Please send me CASH/C.O.DJHLP  .oouiuiiiieiaiisineeeiennraaeenn
"AMPLION PERMANENT MAGNET H.P, cn our own % for which I enclose £...... Silr ... d. CASH/H.P. Deposit.
MOVING-COIL. SPEAKER with tapped  Send 'yslom of Easy
input_ transioimer,  Cash or COD.  qff |Fwmes | SmINAVE ..o e Py o b e TG
Carriage Paid. £1/18/6. Balance in 5 [} R R
monthly payments of 7/4. only ;gngtle) ynurdlry return. ADDRESS. 5 e ervivinn « o oo el e o (R v 1 PR S R DR,
GARRARD AUTOMATIC RECORD R e iy
CHANGER for A.C. mains, Mounted |2§§,‘me1°§“ :,z:: ........ R e e - ... Prw. 28/1/3
on unit plate complele ready for Send |y cuaraes paid. mm o S m e s i ]

fitting in position, including Gar- 18,6 I

rard pld{ up and tone-arm, €ash
‘Price  £10/0/0. Carrfage' Paid. only |1 R
Balance in 11 monthly payments of |

I

o e et vy L s o WY Al e e Vo i s S i

i
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FURY FOU

THE ONLY KIT TO CARRY THE
EDITOR’S PERSONAL GUARANTEE

¢ For the first time in the history of Radio, the FURY FOUR will carry the
personal guarantee of the Editor as to its performance ; for every builder of the
FURY FOUR who fails to obtain the results for which I know the set to He capable

will be aided and advised free of charge until the set functions as it ought.”
Mr. F.J. Camm’'s message to the Trade.

AND IT COSTS YOU NOT A PENNY MORE

PRACTICAL WIRELESS

THESE ARE THE PARTS YOU
MUST USE TO QUALIFY FOR THE
EDITOR’S PERSONAL CUARANTEE

£
1

Mr. F. J. Camm
0.K.’s “ FURY
FOUR’’ PILOT
AUTHOR KIT
for his Readers

1 LISSEN three gang coi! Unit LN.5162 .,

1 LISSEN 2 megohm Grid Leak with wire ends

1 LOTUS two-gang .0005 condenser with disc

drive Type P.C.2 .

1 LOTUS .00C5 condenser t) pe P. C 1 with
disc drive .

1 TELSEN .0003 differential reaction con-
denser W.185. .

Y. TELSEN Pentode Output choke (T\ pe W, '"‘)

S.
6
1

-
s

Aunthor’s Kit o! specified
parts, incloding ready drilled
panel, but less valves and
cabinet.

AT

KIT

CASH OR C.O0.D.

EXCLUSIVE FEATURES

8 ERIE Resistances (1) 100,000, (2) 30,000,
(1) 5,000, (4) 1,000 ohms. 1 Watt Type

1 BULGIN Fusc and Holder T) pe I.5 e
1 BULGIN S.G. chioke, H.F.4 oo
1 WEARITE three pomt smtch GWC o0

1 WEARITE S.G. H.F. Choke, type HFPA ..

1 PETO SCOTT Standard screcned HF choke

2 DUBILIER .1+.1 mfd. condensers type BE.31L

3 DUBILIER 1 mfd. condensers type B.B.

£ DUBILIER .0003 mfd. condensers type 606

1 DUBILIER .0002 mfd. condenser type 665

1 LEWCOS 50,000 ohms Potentiometer 5o

1 SOVEREIGN .0003 pre-set condenser

1 READY RADIO 3 to1 L.F. Transformer ,.

8 CLIX Wander Plugs, (2) GB—, (1) GB+ .

8 CLIX 4-pin Sub-Baseboard Valve Holders 3

1 CLIX 5-pin Sub-Baseboard Valve Holder

1 BELLING LEE four-way Battery Cord ..

8 BELLING LEE Terminal Mounts ..

6 BELLING LEE Type “ B’ Marked Tcrmmals

{1 PETO-SCOTT Red Triangle Ebonite Panel

{ 16 x 8in. Ready drilled

1 PET0-SCOTT Plywood Baseboard 16 x10
x 3-8 and 2 side strips 10 x 27

Screws, Insulated Connecting Wire, Flex, etc.

O|IPY O Wuam P Mul) =NOWHRaI=s =N ®

KIT“A” CASHORC.0.D. £61

&
CIONO O COVVO,rONOOOOOODWOOS O O © oo

@®PILOT “FURY FOUR"”

STRUCTAKIT

CONTENTS. 1 Red Triangle Ebonite
Panel Ready Drilled 16” x 8” x 3-16” ;
Plywood Baschoard (16" x 10°) and 2
Side Supports (10" x 27) Screws, insu-
lated connecting wire, rubber covered
flex. In Sealed Carton.

10/-

ANY ITEM SUPPLIED SEPARATELY —ORDERS OVER 10/- SENT C.O.D. CARRIAGE AND POST CHARGES PAID

OF PILOT AUTHOR KITS

..c_omplele down to the last screw and
piece of wire,

.thsen and Solely specified by the
Editor and actually as used by him
in each case.

Officially approved by an established
technical authority you can trust
implicitly.

. Backed by Peto-Scott with 14 yz2ars’
Radio experience and a world-wide
reputation.

. Enables Author’s sets {o be duplicated

n every respect.

‘ Panels and Terminal

drilled to specification.’

Strips ready

Carriage Paid.

$£6:10:

or 12 monthly payments of 12/

KIT «B”
As Eit “A*” pot with
valves, less  cabinet,
CASH or €.0.D.

Carriage Paid.
£97 6
or 12 monthly payments
ot 17/3.

KIT «“G”
As Kit “A* bat with
valves nond Peto-Scott
Awmerican Type Cubinet
with lﬂl - op lid.
CASH €.0.D.|

Camage Paid.

£10 2 6

or 12 monthly payments
ot 18/6,

PETO-SCOTT American Typ:

with lift-up L
Oak. Cash on C.0.D

CABINET

Hard-pollshed " 5/_

West End Showrooms :

PETO-SCOTT CO. Ltd. 77, City Road, London, E.C.1.

62, High Holborn, London, W.C.2.
Dear Sirs, Please send me CA&SHCOD/HP ......... [ 3 - 3805 B 00 008600 000 S o i 0a

Telcphonc Clerken\\ell 0406/7.
Telephone : Holborn 3218,

for which 1 enclose £ ....s....d. CASH/H.P. Deposxt
NAME ....0..........;0n Fom . pucate N . B = — - e 3
ADDRESS............. oy AN TR ol 50 25 OB G060 0.0 © © 0 0 QofIToaK 0 0 codiak Jooo “.s

Pr.WV. 28/1/33.
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You are going to use a Lissen 3-gang Shielded

Coil Unit in your “FURY FOUR?”! Itis

a simple set to build—because of these
Lissen Coils. It is an easy set to handle—
because of the perfect matching of these
Lissen Coils. Its advanced yet simplified
circuit design is made possible only by
the Lissen Coils. - Its high selectivity de-
pends upon them.
Break-through on the long wave-band is
entirely eliminated. Damping losses are °
exceptionally low. Shielding is particularly
complete. These Lissen Shielded Coils are
matched in inductance to within 1 per cent.
Price of 3-gang Coil Unit, as specified
by Mr. CAMM for the “FURY FOUR” 26/-

LISSEN LIMITED, WORPLE ROAD,
ISLEWORTH, MIDDLESEX

TRIPLE GANGED COILS
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Hungary Launches Out
FE 185 kilowatt transmitter at
Lakihegy, which broadcasts the Buda-

pest  programmes, will be replaced in

September, 1933, by a new 120 kilowatt

station. To relay the capital entertain-

ments, a 3 kilowatt transmitter on the

Istand of Csepel operates on 840 m.

- between 7.0 and 11.0 p.m., G.M.T. Two of
the four relays to be added to the Hungarian
broadeasting system are already testing ;

they are Magyarovar (6 kW) on 209.7 m.,

and Nyiregyvhaza (6-kW.) on 267.8 m. A

further station is under construction at

Pecz, formerly Funfkirchen. Should it be

found that with the existing transmitters

a fully adequate service cannot be

given to the country, Hungary pro-

poses to build five more stations to
work on the lower wavelengths.

Short Wavelengths for Broadcasters
AOCORDING to a decision taken
at the Madrid Conference, a
new waveband comprising 25,600-
26,600 kilocycles (11.07-11.27 metres)
has been granted for the wuse of
broadcasting stations. With a 9
kilocycles separation, not less than
111 transmitters could be housed in
this section. In addition, in future
no spark stations will be allowed to
use the 220 metre band between 9.0
a.m. and 10.0 p.m. G.M.T., and thus
interference by morse signals from
shipping, etc., will be obviated.

With a view to an attempt to
clean up the ether, it was also
generally agreed that the installa-
tion of new transmitters, proposed
alterations in wavelengths, or the trans-
ference of stations to other than their
original sites should first rcceive the
approval of all European States.

b3°3-3-3°3-3°3°3-3°3.3-3°3-3-3-3:3-3-3°3-3 3-3°33 ¢

Radio Camouflage
T the studio of one of the small Belgian
transmitters, the announcer, in addi-
tion to his duties, is compelled to double
parts in plays broadecast. On a recent
occasion, mouch to the delight of listeners,
nt the end of a dramatic sketch he was
heard to say: You have stabbed me! My
blood be on your head ,; following which, in-
advertently in the same voice he added : and

that, Ladies and Gentlemen, concludes the | .

broudeast of ouwr play, The Red Hand
Murder ! J

Z{; ”a 1%
Wire
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Germany’s Education Push
F 55,000 schools existing in Germany,
over 20,000, with an aggregate
number of two and a half million pupils,
are equipped for the rceeption of the educa-
tional courses broadcast by Konigswus-
terhausen,

Birds in a Gilded (?) Cage &
T the WEAI, New York, studio,
situated on top of the new Amster-
dam Theatre in that city, the platforin
from which the broadcasts are carried out
is separated from the aundience by a huge
glass screen. In this manner more than
six hundred spectators may view the

START MAKING
THE “FURY FOUR”

THE SET WHICH
WILL MAKE RADIO

HISTORY.

OF THIS ISSUE.

% .
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artists without disturbing the entertain-
ment.

The First Radio Singets
T is not generally known that the first
relay of an operatic performance took
place at New York on January 13th, 1910.
On this occasion the voices of Caruso and
Emmy Destinn in Puccini's Tosca were
transmitted, at low power, from the roof
of the Metropolitan Opera House in that
city.

New Interval Signal
OLLOWING a competition organised
by the Poste Parisien, Paris, the
studio officials have adopted, from the
numerous suggestions put forward by their

listeners, a posthorn, as used by the old
mail coaches, for their interval signal.
Every possible kind of sound was sub-
mitted by the twenty thousand competi-
tors; they included a peal of laughter,
and even thc cooing of a dove, as tho
universal mecssenger of peace?

An Effeetive SO S
URING recent mancenvres in Chali-
fornia, fourteen naval aeroplanes,
which were to land at San Diego, were
caught in a thick fog. At the request of
the authorities, the local transmitter
(KGB) was requested to broadcast an
appeal to the inhabitants of the city to
rush as many motor-cars as possible
to the airport so that their headlights
would clearly show up the field.
. Within twenty minutes of the an-
nouncer's call (hree thousand cars left,
for the airport, and in the glare of
six thousand head-lights all acro-
planes glided safely to earth.

MR. W. BRYAN SAVAGE, of
292, Bishopsgate, has moved
his offices and works from the above
address to a new model factory at
56/58, Clerkenwell Road, E.C.1, with
a goods entrance at 25/27, Great
Sutton Street.

Soviet Radio Developments
ITH the population of Mos-
cow approaching the three
million mark, the authorities now
contempiate a listening tax which is
to be graded according to the
classes of' the community. Members of
the Red Army, who are forced to listen to
the broadcasts during certain periods of the
day, will only pay fifty copecks; students
and war invalids will be placed on the same
footing. On the other hand, a larger
revenue may be derived from civil servants
and military and naval officers, who are to
be mvlcted to the extent of two roubles.
The heaviest tax is to be imposed on
business men and other persons connected
with industries and trade. At present
Russia operates 59 broadcasting stations
with an aggregate encrgy of 1,498 kilo-
watts, but further high-power transmitters
are being shortly added to the system.
We hope the Berne Bureau will bear in
mind the present state of the ether!
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Listen to the Argentine
R2 (phon : Ell air dos) Radio Patria is
the call of a new transmitter at
Buenos Aires, Argentine Republic, which,
operating on 231.5 m. (1,295 ke/s), is
frequently well heard in the British
Isles between midnight and 2.0 a.m.
G.M.T. If you wish to search for it,
tune in cither of the Hambur"
relavs, Flensburg or Kle], in the
carlier part of the evening, maké a
note of the condénser settings, and
when the European stations -have
closed down, twirl the dial slowly
over the small section included be-
tween 227.4 and 232.2 metres.

New Wavelengths for German

Stations
IN view of the fact that certain

channels allotted to other countries
and borrowed by Germany must now
bhe returned te their ownmers, a re-
arrangement is to take place in the
\mvelengths of some of the trans-
mitters. It is expected that the
5 kilowatt Freiburg-im-Breisgau sta-
tion, and the new Trier relay will be
ready for operation within the next
five or six weeks. They will take the
Frankfurt-am-Main programmnre in-
stead of that of Stuttgart as originally
planned, and will work on 259 metres
(1,157 kilocycles). In addition, as
Portugal requires the - 283 metre
channel for the Lisbon high-power
station under construction, the Berlin
relays Magdeburg and Stettin in
common with Bremen, Hanover, and
Flensburg, which up to the present
have broadcast the Hambuig radio
entertainments will all operate on
227.4 m. (1,319 kiloeycles). The con-
struction of the new high-power
transmitters destined to Berlin and to

Hamburg is being hurried forward. Zu‘" ters.

When the Regional plan is com-
plete, --an entire readjustment and
re-allocation of the German wave-
lengths may take placein co-operation
with neighbouring countries.

New Radio Musical Comedy
HE Castle on the Hill is the title chosen
for an original operetta which will be
hroadeast by the B.B.C. transmitters in
March. It is being specially written for
the microphone by C. Denis Freeman with
music by Mark A. Lubbock, the authors of
The King can do no wrong. One of the main
features of this show is the inclusion of
three orchestras, one of which is a Tziganc
band, as the plot is ecnacted in Hungary
at the time of the 1919 revolution.

1932 Relays to the U.S.A.

IN the course of eleven months the National.
Broadecasting Corporation of America’

relayed 149 radio programmes from foreign
countries and of which respectively twenty-
one and fiftcen were contributed by Great
Britain and France. The list was topped
by Switzerland, which supplied the United
States with forty three transmissions, Ger-

many coming & good second with thirty-two °

broadeasts. In addition, the Columbia
network carried out one hundred and ten
foreign relays from thirty-three cities in
nineteen different countries during the same
period. Most of these transmissionsare taken
on short-waves vig such stations as Rugby,
Prangins, Berlin-Nauen and Kootwijk,

arder.
can fill up at the rate of 60 litres a minute an

INTERESTING and TOPICAL -!
PARAGRAPHS i
frace, IR (rer ol @RY

WIRBLESS AND THE CRIMINAL

In a French police headquarters motor garage is instal-
led a central tuxreless post, connected up with the head-

reservoirs have a capacity of 5,000 litres.

SOIVE THIS:

Problem No. 19.

After nearly a year's use, Jackson foand
that the batterics of his set were nearly :
expired, He therefore Dought a new H.T.
and a new G.B. battery and connceted these :
to his set. When he switched on, however,
he got no signals, although he heard a * click **
in the Loud Spealer. . What do you think he
hai done to prevent the reception of signals ?
Three beooks will be awarded for the first
" three correct solutions opened. Mark ‘en-
velapes Problem No. 19, and send to the
Editor, PRACTICAL Wmsm:ss Geo. Newnes, i
Ltd., 8-11, Southampton Strect Strand,
London W.C.2, to rcach us not latér than
January 30th, 1933.

SOLUTION TO PROBLEM No. 18.

Sniith joined the Potentiometer across the L.T.
terminals instead of across the fllament terminals of a
valve-holder, and therefore the On/OfF Switch did not
disconnect the Potentiometer when the set was
switehed off. Consequently, the accumulator was
discharging through the potentiometer the -~whole
time,

The following three readers reccived books in
connection with Problem No. 17.

. Hurst, R2, Farrance Street, Limehouse, E.14; A.
Reed, Grove Street, Kirton-Lindsey, Lincs; F. N. Bed-
well, Rosemont, Evesham Read, Stratford-on-Avon.

A nuamber of drivers are always near at
and ready to leave for any place on receipt of the
In the garage.are installed petrol pumps which

d the

A Giant of Volts and Watts
HE new Munich super-power station
which you may hear every cvening
on 532.9 metres, although possessmg an
agrial energy of 75 kilowatts, is so
planned that its power can be doublbd
at comparatively short notice. For
a radiation at the lower of the two
ratings some 450 Lilowatts are
required, and this energy is drawn
from. the Finsing generating station
which supplies through a five mile
call)le a current reaching some 20,000
volts.

Calls from Venezuela
ETWEEN midnight and 4.0 a.m.
G.M.T. daily, and again between
5.0 and 7.0 a.m. listeners on the
short-waves should pick up o frans-
mission on 48.95 metres (6,127 kilo-
cycles) emanating. from the station
La Voz de Lago (Y VI1BMO) at Mara-
caibo (Venezuela).  Although its
power is only one quarter’ kilowatt,
gignals in many instances may he re-
ceived at good loud-speaker strength.
YVIBC, a station-owned and opera-
ted by the Cie Anonima Venezolanm
de Radio at Caracas is also to be
found broadcasting between 10.0 p.m.
and midnight on 49.6 netres. An-
nouncements arc made in both
Spanish and English. Tests are made
nightly, but the quality of the trans-
mission is poor.

The Prince’s New Aeroplane
UR greatest propagandist, H.R.H.
the Prince of Wales, has just
placed an order for a big aerial
limousine, which will be one of the
Jargest and fastest private aeroplanes
in the country. * Bristol ”’ engines, of
the same type as Captain Uwins used
when he recently broke the world’s
altitude record, will be incorporated
in the Vickers’ “ Viastra ”’ aeroplane
which will have a seating capacity for
twelve persons besides the two pilots.
But perhaps the most interesting part
.of the equipment is a large and powerful
wireless set that will be installed in the
cabin, and which will be able to pick up
.| broadcasting as well as inter-acrodrome
communications.

Mixed, Pickles
N a recent broadcast carried out by
WEAF, New York, from Ellis Island,
the immigration station in New Y01l\
harbour, the programnie included items by
a Spanish soprano, an Italian tenor, &
Russian bass, a Japanese xylophone player,
a French singer, a German baritone, an
English pianist, a Danish aceordionist and
a Lettish choir. - The concert was con-
ducted by a Hungarian, and all announce-
ments were made by a Czech! An All-
American progranmme !

New Brussels Studio - g
ROADCASTS of entertainments ‘on a
larger scale than has hitherto been
attempted may be expected from the
Brussels station in the near future. An
up-to-date building is to be erected at
Ixelles, one of the main suburbs of the
Belgxan capital, and will contain a numbex
of studios and a concert hall,



January 28th, 1933

PRACTICAL WIRELESS

875

copy of this
week’s PRAC-
TICAL WIRE-
LESS is an
envelope

our indis-
pensable
Home Con-
structor’s
Using the gauge as an insulation Handy
stripper. This notch may also be
used to clear screw threads.

made of
steel and
specially designed to withstand hard use,
The various uscs to which the gauge may
be put are shown pictorially on this page:
You should remember that it is an ac-
curate engineer’s gauge and treat it, therc-
fore, with care.

The lower series of holes relatc to the
diameters of B.A. Screw Sizes from No. 0
to No. 6 and the centre series of holes give
the corresponding Tap Drill Sizes. For
purposes of comparison a table is given
at the foot of the centre column showing
the diameters'of the screws, and the diameter
of the corresponding tap drills. It should
be remembered that the drill diameter
corresponds approximately to the core
diameter of the appropriate screw-thread.

As a Screw Gauge '
The bottom scries of holes marked
“B.A. Sizes” may, there-
fore, be used as a gauge
for the diameter of B.A.
screws, so that if you
require to know the num- |i
ber of a particular screw {ff
you merely try it in the
holes and select one In
which it is a nice it.
The number above the [Hi
hole indicates the correct4#Es

containing’

Gauge. Itis|

- 2 -

[ EXPLICIT INSTRUCTIONS ON THE
%MANY USES TO WHICH! OUR §

i_l-'REE-GlF’I' GAUGE MAY BE PUT |

P-U'

gauge, therefore, accurately made to B.V.A.
standards, may be used as a drill gauge for
this purpose,: the holes becing the correct
diameter for valve legs.

Wood Scraper

!.x D) ) ) QD) D ) )

Your Gauge is in
i the envelope at-

tached to the cover
of this week’s

issue.

D || 4 ()

)

I - ) - | ) 18

The Gauge as
a - Universal
Trammel
The gauge
may also be
used as a
trammel for
scribing the
position = of
holes of odd
diameters by
screwing the
gauge down

When onc edge is sharp-~

Every woodworker knows
that for the final finish on
cabinets, and other work in-
tended to rcceive a high
polish, the finishing touches to
the surface of the wood must
be given with a wood scraper.
Our Handy Gauge serves this
purpose splendidi‘t. It is oniy
necessary to hold the gauge
vertically on an oil stone and:®
rub it backwards and for-

wards on the stone to give it a

. 9

Gauging the diameter of a
screw thread.

1 to a thickness of .032in.

ened on an oil stone, the
gauge makes a splendid
wood scraper.

by one of the two corner
holes and using a pencil
in an appropriatc hole.
It will be found that a
wide range of hole dia-
meters can be scribed
in this way.

Stripped Threads

Every home construc-
tor has experienced the
annoyance caused. by a
screw whose top thread has closed over on
to another, thus preventing the nut from
being screwed on. 1In such a case insert tho
threads in the V notch and wind the gauge
towards the end of the secrew or bolt. This
will rapidly clear the thread. The gauge
itself is made in 2].gange steel, equivalent
( This fact is men-
tioned as readers might like to use it as a
comparator for 21-gauge, and under.

smooth edge with
two cutting sur-
faces. The illustra-
tion shows how it
§i should be used.

Stripping Insulation
from Wire
On the right of

B.A. size.

Forming loops on the end

the gauge is a V-

Loop Forming

In one end of the gauge
you will find two holes
close together. By plac-
ing a couple of screws in
these holes loops may be
formed on the end of wire.
Place the end of the wirc
in the slot of one of the
sorew hcads and proceed

3 slot chamfered off. |3
Blgk™ 7. This slot will prob- The gauge in use for
Valve Leg | ably be used far more than the “marking out holes for
‘1l Gauge (l))theli parts o}f1 the gaugte, {?r 5-pin valves.
—_ 2 v slipping the wire into this

’ " fogf,(isn(;fctf;f notch and rotating the gauge round the | to pull the

=d! sary to drill { Wire two or three times the insulation will | wire round

holesthrough | be severed and a pull on the gauge will | the head of

cbonite, ctc., | remove the desired piece of insulation. It the second

fotake valve | will bo found that this notch is a most | bolt. Inthis

legs of triode | effective insulation stripper. manner the

and pentode gauge ffgrms

Using the gauge to mark out valves. The gi‘:i&]zsﬁllgéq l 0/1) 28, 4,568 zllooper ect
valve leg holes for three-clec- holes to the | | porrappive | 10] 17| 24| 20 3,_,l37 45 D- :

trode valves. left tof the. = The gauge in use as a universal trammel.

1 ) ) A 1 (et el

!
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In This Article, FRANK PRESTON, FR.A., gives
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T is very evident from the letters sent
to us by many of our readers that
portable sets, especially those which

can be built easily and at low cost, are
greatly in demand. Several readers have
asked for a econstructional article on a
simple and cffective portable set, and
they may rest assured that their needs
will be catered for by at least one com-
lete design which will be-published in
?uture issues of PrACTICAL WIRELESS,
but I have no doubt that there is a large
number of experimenters and constructors
who would like to design their own in
such a way that use can be made of com-

onents which happen to be on hand.
g‘or this reason I feel sure that some infor-
mation regarding the main features under-
lying the design of portable sets as a whole
will be appreciated.

Principal Requirements of a Portable
Let us first consider what are the princi-

bl
—oi:

pal requirements of a
successful portable.
First and foremost the
set must bc compact;
it must also be light in
weight and economical
in its consumption of
high ‘and low tension
current. Since a frame

- aerial must be used as a

‘ collector,”
at the high-frequency
“end ”” must be as high
as possible. The degree
of low-frequency ampli-
fication need not be
very great  becamse
enormous volume will
not be expected ; even
if it were it could not
be obtained since we
are (due to considera-
tions of weight)

efficiency

0Gs-

-desirable to compensatc for

i
\i
iy p
>| “. NIF2
,,, —-
" i NI+
\
\!.I"
Fig. 2—An S.G.-
Det-Pen circuit with
aperiodic  coupling -
between and v
detector valves.
H
]
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0 #
T
[
A
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REACTION gas
Crrcumr

restricted to the wuse of a balancedj

armature type of speaker unit.

The Circuit

As when designing any type of set, the
first thing to consider is the circuit which
shall be employed. Naturally, this will
depend very largely on the range of recep-
tion and volume level required, as well
a8 uporr the permissible weight and size
of the complete outfit. As a matter of fact,
the weight of the receiver itself will not
be very great in any case, and will be much
less than that of the batteries. But the

 design of the set will determine the battery

current, and, = therefore, battery size,
and so we must comnsider the outtit as a
whole rather than think of any one part
separately.

Theoretically, it would appear that two
stages of S.G. amplifieation wounld be
the small
signal pick-up of the frame aerial, but in

Jo FILAMENT
TERMINALS ON VALVE HOLDERS

Yo L7~

TO LOWER ENOD
OF FRAME
WINDING

TO FRAME
AERIAL TAPPING

Fig.8.—A rotarg D.P:D.T. switch
used as a combined on-off, and
aerial wavechange switch.

[
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CONSTRUCTION

PORTABLE

you some Useful Information on a Popular Subject 1

practice it is found very difficult to obtain
adequate stability with such an arrange-
ment, and as a result the ¢ two-S.G.”
portable is practically unheard of. More-
over, a single S.G. stage, if well designed,
will permit of really  astonishing long-
distance reception, whilst being fairly
easy to design and not difficult to tune.

S.G.-D.-Pen

The circuit-of Fig. 1 has a single S.G.
valve followed in turn by a detector and
pentode, and is an arrangement which 1
can recommend with confidence. Coupling
between the first two.valves is on the tuned-
grid system, and therefore” two tuning
condensers are required. Buf the two
latter components can be ganged together
if ong is prepared to go to a little trouble
m adjusting the size of the frame aerial
and inserting ‘ padding > - condensers, of
which I shall say more later on. Reaction
is applied to the tuned grid coil through a
20002 mfd. variable condenser and reaction
winding. Practically any type of screened
dual-range coil will be suitable for the tuned
grid circuit. The output from the detector
is supplied to the last valve through a
parallel.-fed transformer which is mofe
efficient, and lighter in weight, than a good
transformer of the normal type. Amaple
decoupling of the de¥sctor valve is necessary
to prevent interactin and is provided
by a 30,000 ohm resistance ‘and 2 mfd.
condenser. A 100,000 ohm resis-
tance is inserted in the grid lead
to the pentode to improve stability
by preventing the passage of H.F.
Gurrents. If by chance any H.F. g
cuirents do find their way into the

neer is connected between the
anode of the last valve and H.T.
negative to by-pass them. It will
also be seen that the priming grid
of the pentode is decoupled by means of a
10,000 ohm resistance and 1 mfd. condenser ;
this decoupling might not be essential
in every case, but it will ensure L.F.

gtability. The values of all components 3"’;"‘_’00”’@
WA

| controls are necessary or a
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SETS

powerful by substituting a two-
stage L.F. amplifier for the
pentode, and in that case a few |} |
more stations would be avail-
able at good strength. This
circuit has one *“fault,” how- {\
either two tuning

ever ;

fair amount of care and
skill must be exer-
cised in “match-
ing ” the tuned
circuits.

The latter objection can be removed by
eliminating the tuned grid circuit, and so
making the detector tuning aperiodic, as

Dimen-
sions of chassis
for portable

shown in Fig. 6.

not mentioned are indicated
on the eircuits ; no details
are given of theframe aerial,

QHTe

A
en (S LET 3asee .

but this item will be fully 13y 8}1 ) 4 PP
dealt with later. - '3 T%‘ : -i /m
ApTe;liodic H.F, Tu}lling D - ’-‘I i

e .circuit of Fig. 1.is o b
distinctly satisfactory, and éoe‘o”"s %g “E e
if well ““interpreted ” will | gooe B B
afford e o il i
good -
reception
of at least I__ 2 o _%%
a dozen o e
stations Pofwr/v'de"L 7 T
under '{y,ﬁ,—ngﬂm‘[ # - e——izs
average : ro02 (
condi- : =1 o
tio;lls. %t =
could be o " —L)GAa-/
ma de 6 ~— Acacrion i b
littlemore Fig, 3.—The Det.-2 L.F. circuit referred o on this page.

POSITIONS

| SPEAKER
| EAERIAL
IN LID

Fig. 4—A4
suitcaselype
of portable.

RECEWER
CHASSIS

shown in Fig. 2. This
will of necessity make
the receiver noticeably less
efficient, but it will still be
suitable for more * local”
reception.  The greatest loss. is

of a tuned eireuit,~but by  the removal of
the reaction control, which was previously
effective on the tuned grid coil. But
reaction can be applied by adding another
winding to the frame aerial and connecting
one end of this to the anode of the S.G.
valve through a .0602 mfd. variable
condenser as shown in broken lines. "When
reaction is employed in this way
the set will show a fair degree of
efficiency, and will have a range
sufficient to cover a few of the more
powerful stations both at home and
on the Continent. All component values
are the same as those shown in Fig. 1.
A receiver made according to the cireuit
of either Fig. 1 or Fig. 2 will require only
about .45 ampére of low tension and someo
6 or 7 milliamps of high tension current,
anll both batteries may thus be of the
smallest capacity. The high tension bat-
tery should have a maximum voltage of
no less than 99, when “ H.T.4 1" will be
taken to the highest tapping, and “ H.T. +
2” to about 60 volts. To ensure that the
H.T. consumption is as low as possible,
the highest grid-bias voltage consistent
with good “ quality » should be employed,

Det.-2 L.F.

Another type of cireuit, which, so far
as I am aware, is not used for any commer-
cial portable on the market, is that com-
prising a detector followed by two L.F.
stages, It would appear that such &

circuit would be practically useless for a
set, operating on a frame aerial, but I can 7

say from experience that this is not by any
mean§ the case. A well-designed Det.-
2 L.F. portable, with sensitive reaction
control, is a remarkably efficient instrument
capable of excellent reproduction from the
nearer Regional and National transmitters.
I have a set of this kind in use at the present
time, and aithough it was built for purely
“local ” reception, it will bring in such
stations as Radio-Paris, Fécamp, Warsaw

causéd, not by the -elimination
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and Leipzig at almost any hour of the
day. Admittedly, these latter arc not
received at great volume, but they are
sufficiently loud to be worth listening to.

A circuit of the set just referred to is
shown in Fig. 3, from which it will be
seen that it is remarkably simple. The
frame aerial is provided with a reaction
winding which operates through the usual
.0002 mfd. reaction condenser. A 200 ohm,
non-inductive resistance is inserted in the
lead from the anode of the detector valve
to the reaction condenser to * steady ”
reaction control and to prevent the setting
up of any spurious oscillation effects. The
reaction winding is tapped, so that a portion
is short-circuited simultaneous with the
short-circuiting of the long-wave tuning
winding by means of a three-point wave-
changée switch. By carefully choosing the
correct number of reaction turns, and the
most suitable tapping point, reaction control
remains almost uniform over both wave-
length ranges.

Apart from the use of a frame aerial,
the circuit is very similar to that of a
really modern Det.-2 L.F. receiver of the
¢ fixed ” kind, and is not unlike that of the
“ Selectone,” recently described in these
pages. Decoupling is very thorough,
resistances and condensers for this purpose
being included in the anode _circuits of
both the detector and first L.F. valves.
The detector feeds the first amplifying
valve through a parallel-feed transformer
and a 100,000 ohm “ stopper” resistance
is included in the grid circuit of the second
valve. The last (power) valve receives
its input through a tone-control trans-
former, which is useful in compensating
for the high-note loss almost inevitably
occasioned by the extremely selective
tuning circuit. As a result, the set is
capable of providing very good quality
reproduction at a reasonably high volume
level. In the circuit reproduced, grid-bias
is obtained in the usual way from a 9-volt
battery, but it would be rather better to
provide automatic bias in the manner
explained on page 323 of PractIiCAL

Fig. 9—This sketch gives parti-
culars of the winding frame for the
aerial of a suitcase portable.

 susceptible to jolts and jars.

.and, being of greater over-all

WirgLEss No. 7. A
set made according to
the circuit of Fig. 3

ill be even more
economical in both
H.T. and L.T. current
than one using the
circuits of Figs. 1 and
2. It will,. in fact,
take only about .35
ampéres of low tension
and some 6 milliamps
of high tension current,
when operated at suit-
able voltages.

Onc of the three
circuits given, or a
slight modification of
one of them, will
satisfy practically any
requirement, so, after
deciding on the one
to be used, attention
~ can be turned to the
practical construc-
tional details.

The Containing Case
The exact form of
construction will de-
pend primarily upon
the type of containing
case preferred. This
might be either of the
suitcase or cabinet
pattern, as typified by
one of thesketches, Figs. 4 and 5. If the set
is to be really portable, and carried
about from place to place, the suitcase
is  certainly to be preferred, since it
can be closed up and rendered less
In addition,
since the frame aerial is more remote from
the set than is the case with a cabinet
portable, there is rather less danger of
unwanted reaction and H.F. instability.
But, on the other hand, the cabinet style
of container is rather easier to make (and

type (measuring 94in. long by 5iin. wide
by 3in. high), a 9-volt grid-bias battery,'
and a 2-volt unspillable accumulator; such
as the Exide type PC3, measuring approxi-
mately 5in. by 3%in. by 3}in. It need not
be mentioned that it is absolutely essential
for a set of this type that the accumulator
should be unspillable, because it will occupy
various positions when the set is being
moved about. Notice that a space is left
between the “battery partition and the
bottom of the case; this allows all ‘the
battery leads to be passed through without
the necessity of removing wander plugs.

Receiver Chassis

The chassis of the set may be of various
patterns, but that shown in Fig. 7 is one
that I have found particularly good. Since
the baseboard is carried on fillets, much
of the wiring can be done below it, and this
makes for improved appearance. All bat-
tery, frame aerial, and loud-speaker leads
are taken from the underside of the base-
board, and so they can pass straight through
the gap in the partition without being
visible at all.

The actual disposition of the components

| will depend very largely upon the circuit

used, but in any case the rules governing
the layout of a normal receiver (and dealt
with in a previous article) will apply.
Screening, by means of aluminium plates,
is difficult to arrange in a suitable manner,
80 it is much better to use screened com-
ponents wherever possible. Screened-grid,
detector, and first L.F. valves should
certainly be of the metal-coated variety,
whilst coils, if used, should be enclosed in
screening cans. Although not always
essential, it is also very desirable that
screened H.F. chokes should be employed.
In addition, when two chokes are used
they should be of entirgly different patterns,
because if they have similar characteristics

there is always a danger of uncontrollable

oscillation setting in at certain wavelengths.
(To be continued)

cheaper to buy), whilst being

somewhat morc convenient

for use in the home. It also
has rather more speaker
accommodation, so that a
larger unit can be employed,

dimensions, allows the frame
aerial to be rather larger

and more sensitive. I think

I have given a fair statement

of the * pros ” and *‘ cons”

of both types, so I must leave the
final choice entirely with you.

Suitcase Type
And now, for the moment, T will
suppose that you have decided to

make your set. in suit-

case form. The sizo v"
of the container must: 2
first}be settled on,
and the dimen-
sions given in
Fig. 6 are
suitable for
practically
any set hav-
ing up to
four valves.
The battery
compart-
ment will
accomodate
a 99-volt
high tension
battery of
standard

Fig. 6.—This skebch sives dimensions of a suifcase conlainer.
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CONDENSER is made up of two
or more conducting plates separated
by some kind of insulator known as

a dielectric, such as air, mica, paper, or

Clamping

Fig. 1.—The constructioni of a small fixed:

condenser.

bakelite. The capacity of a condenser,

depends upon the area of the plates, the
* distance-between them, and the naturc of
the insulation; the bigger the plates or
the closer they are together, the
greater the capacity. It offers
a complete barrier to direct
current but is often spoken of
as not preventing the flow of
alternating current. In Fig. 1
is shown in elementary form the
make-up of a small fixed con-
denser having a capacity of
.0002 microfarads.

Capacity

Capacity is the measure of quan-
tityyof electricity which a condenser
is able to store, the unit of cap-
agify being the farad. In wireless practice,
however, the farad is too large a unit, and
50 the microfarad {is used, which is one
millionth part of a farad (mfd.).

Connecting to a Battery

If the two terminals of a condenser are
connected to the positive and negative
plates of a battery respectively, see Fig. 2,
a great movement or activity of electrons
—particles of electricity—will take place,
for there is always a universal balance of
electrons to be maintained. This means
that when there is a deficiency of electrons
at any point, then to that point will they
flow in an attempt to make good any short-
age that may exist. Now the work of a
battery is to ereate an electron shortage,
and consequently positive means an
electron shortage and negative implies an
abundance of electrons, the plates of the

condenser which are¥connected to the

respective torminals on the battery will
likewise become positive (short of eleetrons),
and negative (an abundance of electrons).
This electron movement from the battery
will cease when the potential difference
—difference in voltage—between the plates
of the condenser are exactly the same as
the battery.

POINTS RELATING to CAPACITY

This Article Describes some Interesting Facts about Condensers, both Fixed and Variable

By GILBERT E. TWINING

The Dielectric

The insulation, or dielectric as it is called,
plays a big part in the working of the con-
denser, for when a current is applied, the
clectrons tend to move over to-the positive

| plates in an attempt to balance the defici-

ency of electrons, although, due to their
rigid cohesion to the matter with which the
diclectric is composed, they arc unable to
do so, but the strain on the electrons is
greatly increased. If the electron shortage
is so intense on the positive plates, that is

to say, if too high a voltage is connected

across the con-
denser, the ¢lec-
tron strain will

s

9 become too
sQ . great and the
Ly bielecific current will
XA force its way
8 through the di-

electric from the
side

T e o 8
Length of connecling
wire across fermmals

Fig. 2—How a condenser
becomes changed.

negative

Batlery ':

-

+

Dieleclric—

Electron Stram A |=

) e s amn

this also explains the reason why quite an
appreciable shock may be had from a large
condenser of 2 mfd. or over if the terminals
are accidentally touched after the work-
ing current of the set is switched off.
Reverting back to the remark that a
condenser does not prevent the flow of
alternating current, this is not quite
correct, for, if it did not prevent the flow,
it would of course mean that the condenser
had broken down. What actually happens
when the condenser is connected to an
alternating current supply is that the
clectron shortage will be alternately created
on each side of the condenser, the electrons
rushing to and fro, first to one set of plates
back to the source of supply and thence
to the other sev of plates, but the balance
of electrons will not be obtained by the
current passing through the condenser.
It is generally assumed though, for sim-
plicity sake, that an A.C. current 2 able to
be communicated through a condcnser.

Care When Choosing Condenssrs

It wil be seen from what
has been written why it is so
neeessary, when building up a
set, especially a mains receiver,
to make gquite sure that the
condensers selected are suitable
for their positions, for, should
they be placed in a set where
they are subjected to too high
a voltage, they are bound in

tin: reak down with some-
S ast cesults to other
* components in the sct. Where

fixed condensers are used in
mains scts for smoothing the
supply and also those used as
by-pass condensers, in fact, any
of 1 mfd. and over, special

Eo\ﬂde nser gtbention has to be paid to their

insulation, or rather the dielectric
used, for when the supply from
the mains is first switched on
the surge of current might be so
great, sometimes being two to

Plaftes

Fig. 3.—Discharging a condenser and thus enabling the three times the normal voltage,

electrons from the one plate to flow round to the other sids
through the conductor and so regain their balance.”

that if ordinary voltage con-
densers are used they would

and the insulation will break down ; .
the condenser will then have short
circuited and sparked across.

'S

Storing Electricity

When the battery which has been
coupled to the condenser is removed
the condenser will be left in a charged
state, one plate will be negative and
the other positive. If the two plates
are joined together, or short cir-
cuited by a length of wire, a small
current will momentarily flow, for
the electrons at the negative terminal
will rush round to the positive ter-
minal until a balance is obtained
and the strain on the insulation will
be removed, see Fig. 3. Therefore,
it can be understood that the con-
denser is able to store electricity or
electrical energy in the form of an
electrical field between the plates;

“capacity will be less
than the smallest
individual condenser when

Seres

oined in series.
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movable plates working with-
in fixed plates. When the
amount of overlap of the
movable plates is at the mini-
mum the condenser has very
little capacity, but, when

they are completely overlap-
ping, the maximum capacity
1sohtained. The tuning con-
denser, generally of .0005
mfd, maximum capacity, is
connected across the aerial

coil (sec Fig. 6); its work is
to momentarily store up the
current collected by the aerial.
The aerial picks up an alter-

Fig. 5.—The capacily will be the sum of all the individual
capacities when joined in parallel.

quite probably break down, therefore, con-
densers tested up to five or six hun
volts, or more, according to the voltage
applied to the sct, should be used.

Series or Parallel

When condensers are connected in series,
as in Fig. 4, the capacity of the whole will
be less than the smallest individual con-
denser, but when connected in parallel,
as in Fig. 5, the capacity of the condensers
will be the sum of all the individual
capacities.

Variakle Condensers

As mentioned before, a condenser is
able to store electrical charges in the form
of electrons. In the case of a tuning con-
dcnser the amount, or rather the capacity,
is variable. It is adjustable by means of

nating current of very high
frequency, and in exactly
the same way as before ex-
plained for A.C. currents, it
charges one side of the con-
denser, but through the con-
denser being connected to the
coil it at once discharges from
the one set of plates, and
flows through the coil to the
other side of the .condenser
in an endeavour to maintain
the balance of electrons.

Electron Flow
The flow of electrons through the coil
sets up within it

The air in and
around the coil
and also the coil

a magnetic field. |

i Fig. 6.—Showing the tuning con-
denser connectcd acrass the ccil.

former will be in a state of strain caused by
this magnetic field. Now a field of magnetic
force always momentarily opposes any
change in current flow, and as the current
through the coil is fluctuating, that is to
say, always changing, then the amount
of opposition this magnetic field offers is
known as the inductance of the coil, and
this is measured in henries. The current
oscillates at a tremendous rate through the
coil to one side of the condenser, and then
to the other ; it is due to the tremendous
speed of these oscillations, and the effect:
that they produce, that the wireless waves
are able to be tuned. The frequency of the’
alternating currents depends upon the
setting of the tuning condernser, i.e., its
capacity. That is the reason why the
condenser is variable in order to adjust
the capacity of the condenser in conjunction
with the inductance of the coil, the oscilla-
tions of which will then correspond with the
oscillations or frequency of the broadcasting
station it is desired to listen to ; the receiving
set can then be said to be in tune with the
transmitting station.

Aerial

Candense

—dLarth

—
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REMOTE CONTROL

= |
SWITCHING DEVICE;

ERE is an idca for switching a set both

on and off from anywhere in the house.

As will be scen from the sketch, it is a
miniature clapper panel with a solenoid
for switching off. The materials are easily

The wiring of

the simple re-

mote control
device.

TANVS WOINED

s
ACCURULATOR

[} very ugHY soRNG E a %
Nt

obtained out of an old bell, a piece of
1/32in. or 1/16in. sheet iron for the clapper
and pawl, hasd wood or brass for the
brackets, a piece of light spring wire, and
two bell pushes. The terminals in the sketch
. are placed for clearness

in wiring, but they can

camme o be fixed anywhere on
the panel. As most of
the sizes depend on the
anooea  gize of the bell bobbins,

readers will have to
make their own sizes.
However, the sketches
give a fair idea of what
is wanted, and the
action is as follows.
When the * on ”* push
i3 pressed it energizes
the magnet which
draws up the clapper.
The pawl engages the
clapper and holds it,
contact being made
between the pawl and
the clapper, and so

FRONT VIEW OF UAER

TOP MIw OF LLACPER AND
PAWL BAACKETY

switching on the set. When the * off > push
18 pressed it energizes the solencid and the
plunger hits the tail of the pawl and releases
the clapper. The clapper should be very light
and the distance between the clapper and
the face of the magnet as short as poesible,
The spring at the foot of the clapper should
have practically no tension when the set
is off. The lugs on the clapper should be
at the point of balance. The nose of the
pawl should have a slight downward ten-
dency, but should be easily pushed up by
the clapper when the set is switched on.
The plunger must be an easy fit in the
solenoid, and a touch of the finger on tho
plunger should lift the nose of the pawl.
If the foregoing instructions are adhered
to, a 9 volt grid-bias battery should operate
the panel for a considerable pericd, as the
current is only on momentarily.

The panel could be fixed close to the set
and a three-core bell wire led to anywhere
in the house, possibly next to the fireplace.
When a *“dud” spot comes on in the
evening’s programme a touch of the button
cuts it off and puts it on again without
leaving your seat by the fireside. Although
the sketch may look rather complicated,
the making of the pancl should present no
difficulty to the average radio constructor,
and the remote control business is very
fascinating. —WiLLtam Lippert (Dalmuir),
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N Part 2 of this series, we discussed
the general lines upon which the
arrangements for the automatic

control of volume, or rather the auto-
matic regulation of the degree of high
frequency amplification, should
designed. Sever-
al readers have

written express-

ing their interest

in this system

of control, and
avowing their
intention of car-
rying out ex-
periments in this direction, It may
assist, therefore, if we go a little further
into the practical detail of design, and give
a further lead to those who desire a work-
ing circuit.

It has already been pointed out that
the only really successful method of
automatic control for use in sets where only
one multi-mu valve is employed, is that
involving a separate regulating valve. As
receivers with only one high frequency
stage are much more numerous than those
with many stages, this method of control
has been selected for fuller description.
The same controlling arrangements can,
of course, be applied equally to a set
having more than one multi-mu valve or
even to a super-heterodyne set.

A Difficulty

The chief difficulty in preparing a
practical circuit is, as has been already
explained, that the valucs of the various
biasing and vol-
tage dropping re-
sistances depend
upon the typesand \ /
characteristics of Y-
the valves used
throughout the set.
In the accompany-
ing design, there-
fore, the compon-
ents are referred
to by letter and
clear instructions
for calculating their
values are given.

In order to sim-
plify the diagram a
single high-frequen-
cy stage is shown.
The aerial tuning.

To SCREEN
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- HOLDING
FOREIGNE

Various Methods of Ensuring Consistent Reception of Long-Distance Stations y,m® st "%

By
By H. J. BARTON CHAPPLE,
Wh.Sch.,B.Sc.(Hons.), A.C.G.I,D.L.C.,
AMILEE.

A Resistance Arrangement

The secret of the correct functioning
of this arrangement lies in the somewhat
alarming arrangement of resistances and
condensers shown at the extreme right
of the diagram. The resistances A, B and
C, in series, are connected between the
negative terminal of the high-tension supply
and the earth wire of the set. This means
that HT. — is at a lower potential than
earth to the extent of the voltage drop
across A, B and C.

The cathode of the control valve is
connected to the junction of B and C, =o
that it is at a higher potential than the

-

POTENTIOMETER (=2
A

grid of the same valve. This, of course,

HT+ AHTH

To LEAMPLIFIER

amplifier. The controlling bias vol-
tage thus produced is fed to the multi-
mu valve or valves by way -of the
smoothing circuit composed of a high
frequency choke H.F.C. and a decoup-
ling resistance R5 which are by-passed

to earth by the

condensers

C2, C3 and C4.

—

Quantitative
Values

m the

guantita tive

side of the design, and will begin with the
multi-mu stage or stages. It is assumed
that in this position one of the usual
multi-mu valves of the indirectly-heated
type having a total grid base)of some
40 volts is being employed. Usually
valves of this class require a small permanent
negative bias in order to prevent distortion
due to grid current when operating at maxi-
mum sensitivity, that is to say when no
controlling bias is being applied. This bias
is provided in the usual way by a resistance
Rl in the cathode connection. Its value is
invariably given in the data supplied by
the valve maker, and usually it is of the
order of 200 or 300 ohms. Passing to the
detector stage there is little which calls
for special comment. The detector is of
the usual leaky grid variety, R2 being the
normal grid leak. The isolating condenser
C1 between the grids of the detector valve
and control valve may be fairly large—

say .001 mfd.
to .002 mfd. or
thereabouts. Its

value is not criti-
cal, neither is that

—H

DETECTOR
VALVE

i i
LY
S

. HTS of thelgrid leak R3,
which may be of

A:E/ the order of 1

%  megohm or less.

For the control

valve itsolf, an

indirectly - heated
triode of the de-
tector or L.F. typc
should be sclected,
such as the 164 V, -
M.H.L.4-C, 41MLF,
or other type hav-
ing similar char-
acteristics.

®
AAAAAN
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system is indicated
as a conventional

E The chief difficul-

ty in the design id

tapped coil with
variable condenser,
and the high fre-
quency coupling as
the popular choke-fed tuned grid. The low-
frequency side of the receiver and all the
refinements such as wave change switching
and band pass filters are also omitted for
the sake of clarity. It should be made
clear, however, that no [fundamental
change in the control arrangements are
necessary-when band pass tuning is used.
Referring to the diagram shown as
Fig. 1, the multi-mu valve is seen on the
left, the detector valve in the centre, and
the special regulating or control valve on
the right. It will be noted that the grid
of the control valve is connected, via the
econdenser Cl, to the grid of the detector

LE

——

valve, so that any radio frequency signal-

reaching the detector is also applied to the
grid of the control valve. The condenser
Cl is necessary because, as will appear
later, the detector grid is at a considerably
higher potential than the control valve

grid,

Fig. 1.—A practical circuit employing aufomatic volume control.

is equivalent to a negative bias on the grid,
and readers will at once recognise that, if
this bias is correctly ‘adjusted, the control
valve is in a position to function as an
anode bend detector. Any radio frequency
signal applied to the grid of the control
valve, therefore, will be rectified.

Much of the success of the control scheme
depends upon the careful adjustment of the
bias resistances A and B so that, unless
a signal is actually being received, the
anode current of the control valve is zero.
The anode sapply for the regulating valve
is taken from the point E which, we have
explained, is at a higher potential than
H.T. — A resistance R4 is included in
the anode circuit, and its value must be so
chosen that, when the anode current of
the control valve is at its maximum, the
drop across the resistance is equal to
the maximum additional bias it is required

to apply to the grid of the high-frequency

to arrive at the
corrcet values for
the resistances A,
Band C. It will be
necessary to provide about 60 volts for the
anode of the contro! valve,so the first calcu-
lation must be that giving the total value of
the three resistances in series, i.e., the value
of ABC. It is clear that these resistances
will have to carry the total anode current
of the whole set, so the first step is to find
out the value of this current, which we will
cal “1.” It can bec found by adding
together the anode current of the output
valve, the detector valve and the multi-mu
valve or valves, not forgetting to make due
allowance for the screen currents of the
multi-mu valves and the auxiliary grid
current of the output valve if this happens
to be a pentode. The “ standing current *’
of the screen potentiometer must also be
taken into account.

Having found the total current in
A, B and C, the combined value of their

(Continued on page 882.)
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resistance can be calculated in the usual
way :—
Resistance (ohms)=60 (volts)

multiplied by 1,000 and divided
by 1 (milliamperes).

Splitting up the Resistance

The value of rcsistance B has next to
be determined. It must be such that the
voltage drop across it is equal to the
normal bias required by the control valve
when operated as an anode bend detector
with an anode voltage of approximately
60 volts. About 2% volts will usually be
about right, and the caleulation is made on
the same formula as that just given, but
using 2} volts instead of 60 in the first
term. Resistance A is intended to give a
range of adjustment of the grid bias to
the control valve so that the accurate
adjustment of its working conditions can
be mad2z, and also to permit the point
at which control starts to be pre-determined.

Its value should be approximately twice
that of B.

Tn order to save a certain amount of
caleulation the table which follows gives
values for A, B and C for various values of
total high tension current. The figures

PRACTICAL  WIRELESS

are approximate to enable standard

registances to be employed.

Total high
tension cur- A B C
rent (mA.) (ohms) (ohms) (ohms)
30 150 75 2,000
40 150 75 1,500
50 100 50 1,200
60 100 50 1,000

It must not be forgotten that these
 resistances will have to carry continuously
the full high tension current of the set,
so that they must be of the wire wound
type of ample rating, resistors of the 5-watt
type being indicated for C and of the 1-watt
type for B. Resistance A should be of the
wire wound variable type. Those who
have the facilities for doing so may like to
construct. their own resistances, in which
case a commercial rheostat might be
employed for A, while B and C could be
combined in one home-made unit with
suitable adjustable clips by means of which
the tapping for the control valve cathode
and also for grid bias for the output valve
can be taken off.

Preventing Feed Back

Because the anode current of the control
valve is a rectified radio frequency current,

. o

and not a stcady direct current, care mus
be taken to prevent any radio frequency
component being fed back to the high
frequency stage via the control bias cireuits.
The precautions indicated in the diagram
are the high frequency choke, which may be
of any good make, and the de-coupling
resistance R5 which may be a grid leak of
half megohm or more. The bypass con-
densers C2, C3 and 4 should be of the order
of .6 mfd. and of the non-inductive type.

These few notes will provide the basis
for some very intéresting and instructive
experiments. One or two small points can
be added. 1In view of the 60 volts differenco
in potential between the cathode of the
control valve and the cathodes of the
multi-mu and detector valves, it is advisable
to supply the heater current for the control
valve from a separate 4-volt winding. The
value of R4, across which the controlling
bias voltage is developed depends largely
upon the amount of bias it is required to
apply. For the normal A.C. multi-mu
valve a resistor of about 15,000 ohms will
be about right. If the experimenter has
a spare potentiometer of approximately
this value, or, say, up to 20,000 ohms or so,
he might employ this temporarily in order
to ascertain the best value.

A Night In Montmartre
F you wish to visit the Paris night
haunts without leaving your armchair,
tune in to Beromiinster or to onc of the
French State transmitters on the evening
of Tuesday, February 14th. You will be
offered a typical programme of cabaret
items by singers from some of the most
popular night restaurants and clubs in the
F rench capital.

Ultra-Short Waves
EST transmissions on ultra.short waves
in the neighbourhood of 5 metres
are being carried out by the Post Office
authorities between Weston and Cardiff ;
across the mouth of the Severn. The re-
sults ha.ve proved so satisfactory that a
regular scrvice will shortly be organized,
as these transmissions can replace the
existing landlines over a distance of forty-
five miles.

Alternative Programmes for Berlin
UNTIL recently the Konigs Wuster-
hausen high-power transmitter was
used during the day for the broddcast
of educational courses and lectures: en-
tertainments relayed from Berlin and pro-
vincial centres were only transmitted
after 7.30 p.m. In future, an entirely

different programme will be available ont

this channel. The call has been altered to
% Hier Deutschlandsender Koénigs' Wuster-
‘khausen,” and is no longer coupled with that.
of Berlin.

Copenhagen on the Short Waves
THE Danish transmissions usually heard
through Kalundborg may be picked *
up almost mghtly on 31.51 metres through
OXY Skamleback, a 500-watt short-wave
station which rel‘mys the Copenhagen
programuines. Thc opening signal consists
of a short musical box me ody in the form
of. tmkhng bells, Kobenhavn, Kalundborg
oy, Danmark’s Kortholge sender is the ca]l
you' will hear between xt,ems in the enter-
tamment

Operatic Performances and Radio Broadeasts
HE Berlin Broadcasting station, fol-
lowing a series of tests, has succeeded

FROM HERE ANDi
THERE ]

= W s vl

in obtaining almost perfect results in the
relay of performa.nccs from the Opera
House. This has been secured by a com-
plete alteration in the microphone installa-

RECEIVER- IN WALKING STICK.

——

HBa.

a\

7
e

— .

The daily stroll need not be dull if you {ake

the advice of Herr Alfred Mintus, a Berlin

engineer, and adopt his portable radio walking

stick, with which he is seen here. The head-

phones he wears under his hat, the wires of

them are fixed to the stick inside which the
radio sel is cunningly concealed.

tion. Pick-up units are placed in the wings,
as well as on the front of the stage. In
this manner it is no longer necessary to:
find room for a large number of the chorus
on the stage. Their voices passing through
amplifiers can be blended with those of
the singers. Loud-speakers in the audi-
torium combine the sounds picked up
from both stage and wings, thus obviating
any risk of the singer’s voices being swamped
by the orchestra. Further experiments
on these lines arc being carried onut.

New Latvian Station
HE Madona 35-kilowatt transmitter
which will eventually replace theo
Riga station has recently broadeast on
various wavelengths. As severe inter-
ference has been caused to the Florence
transmissions, the wavelength has been
temporarily altered to 453.2 metres.

Radio City, New York
HE world’s greatest amusenient centre
barring Coney Island, namely, tho
Rockefeller centre, which includes a music
hall and theatre will not be monopolised
by radio alone as originally planned. In
view of economic conditions the pro-
gramnies will include films and side-shows
(vaudeville) from which rclays are to be
made to the transmitters. Listeners to
- W3XAL, W2XAD, W2XAF, and other
short-wave stations will be frequently given
an opportunity of hearing excerpts from
these performances.

Radio-Paris to Become PTT Transmitter
ONFIRMATION is now to hand that
the ¥rench State is taking over the
Radio-Paris high-power station at Essarts-
le-Roi, and that the transfer may take
" place towards the end of March. According
" to a French newspaper, although the p‘ant
*is of recent construction, the PTT engineers
- may spend a further half-million franes or
s0 in bringing it up to date! It is now
fully expected that the Eiffel Tower will
shortly suspend its entertainment broad-
casts. Further, according to rumours cur-
rent in Paris, the State authorities are
also negotiating for Radio Toulouse, which
would then become a Regional transmitter.
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EXCLUSIVELY

SPECIFIED ¥

KINGS

for the s

“FURY FC

However carefully you build —whatever com-

/4

ponenis you select—the efficiency of your * Fury
Four” depends ultimately on the valves you use. Be
safe | —use Cossor, the valves exclusively recom-
mended by the designer. The exceptional effi-
ciency of Cossor Valves ensures your obtaining
maximum results —in range, tone and volume,
Your dealer stocks the recommended types:i—

No. 1. fst HF.:  Cossor 220 5.G.* - 16/6

No. 2. 2nd H.F.: Cossor 220 5.G.* - 16/6

No. 3. Pefector: Cossor 210 H.F.xX - 7/-

No. 4. Output:  Cossor 220 P.T. - 17/6
* Meiallised_..

To A. C. Cossor Ltd., Melody Dept.,, Highbury Grove, Londen, N.5.
Please send me, free of charge, a copy-of the -40-page
€Cossor Valva and Wireless Book B.17.

Name

Address

' Prac, 28717338

-om ©Q 2231
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THE
SELF-BINDER
for our
FREE.GIFT
IDATA SHEETS

CLAIM YOURS TO-DAY!

 The loose binders for preserving in permanently
consultable form the Data Sheets which are
being given every week in PRACTICAL WIRE-
LESS are NOW READY, and all readers who
sent in reservation forms as published in our Dec.
24th issue should claim their binders in accordance
with the conditions therein printed, without delay.

The PRACTICAL WIRELESS DATA
SHEETS LOOSE LEAF Binder as illustrated
here has a stout linen-covered stiff-board cover
specially made to stand hard wear, having a
special flap with cloth hinges and enamelled
press-button fitting for speedy insertion and
removal of the Data Sheets which, as will be
noticed from the sheet in this week’s issue, are
specially “ holed” to fit. There is an extremely
useful manilla gusset pocket on the inside back
cover for holding loose sheets, newspaper clip-
pings, notes, and other odds and ends.

If you require one of these binders you should
fill in the label below, enclosing a postal
order for Is. 6d., to include cost of registration,
postage, packing, insurance, etc., and send to
PRACTICAL WIRELESS, Presentation Depart-
ment, 39, King St, Covent Garden, London,
W.C.2. Immediately on receipt of this your
binder will be despatched.

FILL IN THIS LABEL AND POST TO-DAY

The PRACTICAL WIRELESS Data Sheets Loose-Leaf

!
] BOOKS WITH CARE
Name. . Bl A=
Full Address 2 i T
R el R T
I If undelivered please return o1
l PRACTICAL WIRELESS Presentation Dept.,
| 39, King Street, Covent Garden, London, W.C.2z

,.I-'ill in this Label, in Block Lectters, and send, with postal order for 1/6, to: “‘PRACTICAL
' Dept., 39, king Street, Covert Garden, London, W.C.2.

WIRELESS ** Presentation

.......

~ Jenuary .28th, 1933
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Binder measures 117 X 8

THE FOLLOWING DATA SHEETS
HAVE ALREADY BEEN ISSUED:
Data Sheet No. 1—

Accumulator Charging-Dec. 17th, 1932
Data Sheet No. 2—

Coils & Coil Winding- Dec. 24th, 1932
Data Sheet No. 3—
Resistances - - - -
Data Sheet No. 4—
Mains Transformers -
Data Sheet No. 5—
Wire and Wire Gauge- Jan. 14th, 1933
Data Sheet No. 6—
Chokes, H.F. & L.F. - Jan. 21st, 1933

Those new readers who are desitous of coq:pleting e files
of these Data Shcets may have those alteady issued for 2d. each
fiom the address given above, b

Dec. 31st, 1932

Jan. 7th, 1933
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Easily-made Coil Formers

USEFUL coil formers can be made of
wood, as shown in the’ accompany-

ing sketch. THe ends are hexagonal in

shape and arranged to give the required

diameter. At each .of the six corners is

screwed a length of dowelling rod which can

Useful coil formers made of wood.

be purchased cheaply from any wood-
workers’ store, and these are screwed to the
ends, ¢are being taken to prevent the rod
splitting. When the parts are ready to
put together it is better to soak them all
for a few minutes in melted paraffin wax.
If the coil is to be fitted horizontally the
cnds are cut as shown in the sketch, and
the top portion used for mounting the
terminals. If the coil is to be fitted
vertically the base is better if shaped as
depicted.—J. G. Brack (Sunderland).

A Simple Selectivity Device
HAVE found this dodge quite useful,
when reception is very good, to cut
out unwanted stations.
in the position sBown in diagram, condenser

is out of circuit, but when in
reverse position, as shown by
dotted lines, condenser is in
2] Q
ERRTH
SwrrCH
4 FPRE~SET
/Z‘oxvaﬂvs&?
: b ®|e
'
o — r e

* Wre 70 Ser
An easily-made selectivity device.

use and can be adjusted to suit requirements.
The whole is screwed on ebonite or any
wood painted a suitable colour.—T. Bos-
TocK ¥Blidworthy.

Testing Valve Filaments

IF your receiver fails suddenly for an

unkfiown reason, it is adyvisable to
make certain firzst of all that the valve

Wheft the switeh is” |
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THAT DODGE OF YOURS!

Bvery reader of ‘“ PRACTICAL WIRE-
LESS” must have originated some [little
dodge “which would interest other readers.
Why not pass it on to us? For every item
piblished on this page we will pay half a
guinea.  The latest batch is published below.
Turn that idea of yours to account by send-
ing it in to us, addressed to the Editor,
“ PRACTICAL WIRELESS,” Geotge
Newnes, Ltd:, 8-11; Southampton Street,
Strand, W.C.2. Put yout name and address
on every item.  Please note that every notion
sent in must be original. Mark envelopes
* Radio Wrinkles.”

filaments are sound. Many of the valves
in common use nowadays are equipped
with filaments which emit no visible glow
when they are switched on, so

know. All you need is a pocket compass
and a few feet of insulated wire. Wind a
dozen or more turns of the wire round
the compass in the manner shown in the
illustration and connect the: ends of this
coil in series with the accumulator and the
filament pins of the valve. Put the compass

&y cou AV N

POCKET
COMPASS

smoothing chokes, tone controls, etc. As
will be seen, it is merely a switching ar-
rangément to give the individual capacities,
or a series or parallel arrangement to in-
crease or decrease the individual capacities.
I have found this arrangement very useful
as a tone control, a smoothing choke, or for
any purpose where a quick change over from
one value to another is desirable without
the trouble of disconnections. The two
condensers chosen will, of course, depend
upon the different capacities desired for
the particular ‘purpose in view.—B. M.
(Teddington).

001 003

that it is mpossible to tell, by $RS T, )
visual esamination, whether 70 &e ‘T
a filament has burnt out or  CLOSED T E 4
not. ? PARALLEL O—¢€ ¢

A simple test with an casily-  ARRANGEMENT. gB 2, &
constructed instrument will 002 P S Boid
tell you what you want to o

.
L
.
-4

r

°
|

A series-parallel switch-
ing arrangement for
TERMINALS experimental work.

Loud-speaker Switch
HE diagram below showsa
simple switch which I have
made to control two loud-
speakers in different rooms so
that I can use either speaker
separately or both together
by the simple action of turn-
ing one knob. It is made out
of a small piece of ebonite
about 2in. square, with six
contact studs arranged in a
i I 7] circle at equal distances apart.
Iy A contact blade is then fixed

FILAMENT
PINS
Using a compass for testing valve filaments.

on the bench and set it so that the necdle
lies paraliel with the turns of the coil. A

I i»cc_umom‘roh

to a revolving knob in the
centre to give the connections
needed. The sketch shown will make
the' arrangement clear.—R. Lewis (Thorn-
ton Heath),

sound filament will be re-
vealed by a deflection of the
compass needle as soon as the
circuit is completed. Break
the circuit, and the needle will
swing back to its original
position. If the valve filament

has burnt out, the needle will =
not move at all. You can use
this instrument, which is-
really a simple form of gal-
vanometer, or current-indicat-
ing device, to test the conti-
nuity of any circuit of low
resistance.—A. V. D. Hort
(Wembley).

Series Parallel Switching
ERE is a simple method
wherebly more use can be
made of any two condensers
for quick changing ower of
values for experimental use and

THESE TWO 9!
CONNECTED

+

L.S. TERAMINALS
OF SET.

Switch for controlling two loud speakers.
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SOCKET DRILLED
RIGHT THROUGH
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e
A
é BULB HOLDER
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A novel
LT+

panel light
SPRINGY BRASS STRIP nd swiich
CLAMPED UNDER BULBHOLDER . @ ey

Y

A Novel Panel Lighting Arrangement .

ANY of those innocent-looking little
1 flash-lamp. bulbs, as used for panel
lighting, consume quite an extraordinary
amount of current, and in view of this fact
it is rather convenient to bc able to switch
the light off after tuning adjustments are
completed. The arrangement deseribed
here is simple, effective, and cheap in use,
as well as adding a touch of dignity to the
panel itself, and incorporates an on-off
switching arrangement. The reflector con-
sists of a piece of ebonite tubing about 2in.
long and jin. diameter. A hole is cut to
take the flash-lamp bulb, which is mounted
directly on the panel between the tuning
controls. Two valve pins are mounted on
the reflector, and two sockets (onc of which
must be drilled right through) arc mounted
on the panel in line with the bulb, and,
obviously, the same distance apart as the
pins. A piece of thin brass strip is fixed
under the bulb holder, as shown in sketch,
and the penel light is complete. By slight
downward pressure on the reflector tube,
the valve pin engages with the brass strip,
and the bulb lights.” On raising the
reflector the circuit is broken.—W. C.
LARE (Aboukir, Egypt).

Accumulator Charging Switch
VERY useful switching arrangement
which will be of great convenience
to those who charge their accumulators
from D.C. mains, using as a resistance a
lamp used for ordinary lighting purposes,
can be obtained from a four-pole double
throw switch, which may be either of the
rotary or lever type. The connections
should be made as shown on the accom-

—x the room in darkness or using a shorting
plug when an accumulator wants changing
};,Over,——-\VALTER H. Streax (London, N.).

4 Adaptor for
: H
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the light is on or off. This saves putting

a Pocket-Meter
ERE readings have to be taken
in a confined space, so that the

pointed terminal ends of pocket test |,

meters prove inadéquate, this adaptor will
be found useful. - Two spring clips, shaped as
illustrated, are made from_ springy brass
strip, and mounted under terminals on a
small ebonite block, which, in turn, is
mounted on a wooden one, the combined
height of the two being equal to the distance
from the back of the meter to the back of the
pointed terminal end mounted at its base:
The clips have their ends bent over the

Useful adaptor clips for a pocket-meler.

edge of the ebonite block to prevent them
from swivelling on the terminal shanks.
The terminal ends of the meter can now be
held quite firmly under the clips, and
connections taken from the terminals on
;}ui - block.—T. W. WiLLiams (London,
'N.19).

Gramophone
Receiver

W’HEN using a pick-up with amplifiers

incorporating D.C. mains pentodes it
is found that ample output for domestic

Pick-up and D.C. Mains

—

o

purposes is obtainable using no previous
low frequency amplifying valve. The
Marconi-Osram

Mo ™ pentode D.P.T. has
AccumutAToR  been found very satis-

1 factory used in this manmer,
the coupling between pick-up
and pentode being a 33-1

O
LS MAINS

inter-valve transformer, which

ACCUMULRTOR

=

A handy switching arrangement

is generally available for the
purposc. When used in the
conventional manner the
pick-up must be isolated
from the grid and cathode [ |

v

it i

for accumulator charging.

panying diagram, which should be followed
carefully to ensure correct polarity. When
wired up, it enables one to make permanent
connections to the sct, mains and two
accumulators. By throwing over the switch,
the accumulator which was on charge is
connected to the set, and the 6ne which
was connected to the set is put on charge.
Further, the accumulator is charging
whenever the light is on, whether the set
is on or off, and the set will work, whether

circuits of the receiver by i
large and reliable condensers
to avoid all possibility of
shock. Using the present
scheme, this may be avoided,
and a single volume control
may be made to function with
both radio and record. The i
sole piece of apparatus re-
quired in addition to pick-up
and volume control is a
double-pole double throw

__Janu_ary 28th, 1933
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Voc.
e, Ssconpary
S22
; Using  pick-up
Pren-up Derecroe “with a . D.C.

Anooe . mains penlode.

proposed is shown herewith, and variations
to suit other receivers in which a parallel-fed
or auto-transformerisused will suggest them-
selves. 8, S,, are the separate members of
the ganged switch, and it will be seen that
when the pick-up is connected, the H.T.
circuit is opened in two places, and is there-
fore safe. The volume control may be
between 50,000 and 250,000 ohms, and
should be of high quality to cnsure silence
in operation. Owing to the removal of
all direct-current magnetisation of the
transformer core, the frequency
response on the gramophone is
igood, and reproduction of tho
ower register particularly so.—
F. BuTLER (Stamford Hill).

Working a Moving-coil
Speaker Direct oftf D.C. Mains

MANY of the early types of
moving-coil loud-speakers
were, fitted with a field coil
designed to work off a low
voltage, usually 6 to 10 volts,
the same low-tension accumu-
lator supplying ~ both loud-
speaker and valve filaments.
Although most modern moving-coil speakers
are suitable for working_ off electric
mains, there must be a great many people
who still have one of the low-voltage
types, working it from an accumulator,
with the inevitable heavy drain, usually
half an ampére to one ampére. Now
it is often not realized that these 6-10
volt speakers are perfectly suitable for
working direct off D.C. mains. All that
it is necessary to do is to connect the
mains direct to the field coil terminals,
inserting in one of the leads a suitable lamp
as a resistance. A 250-watt heater lamp
will usually be quite suitable, with the
added convenience that it will fit the
ordinary bayonet holder. This is really an
excellent method of working these speakers
because the field coil gets its full legitimate
current without variation and the speaker
will thus be working at its full sensitivity.
—A. L. Corry (Ipswich).

fit
gl

o HERTER LAMP
- \i 70 RECEIVER
(L.5.) 2
{ I £ &
&
| —
7O MAINS

rotary switch. The circuit Method of operating a moving-coilspeakerdirect from D.C. mains.
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Ring out the old: ring in the new

Triumph of plate - less accumulators

Nuisance of frequent re-charging overcome at last

THE familiar glass-box accumulator is a thing of the past, The new accumulator
is a handsome cylinder (covered in bakelite) giving twice the ampere-hour capacity.
Thus, though no bigger than your 40 amp.-hour accumulator and costing little more,
it needs charging only half as often. It is also much more durable.

This revolution is owed to the work of John Fuller,
Faraday’s collaborator and a founder of the battery in-
dustry—work that his son and grandson perfected. The
negative electrode, a pasted lead cylinder, itself acts as the
battery container—a central corg forms the positive. With
no “ grids ** to interfere, you get complete effect through-
out the active paste. Brings your wireless up to date—
the saving on re-charging alone would repay you !

THE NEW
ACCUMULATOR

1. Negative electrode is
itself the battery’s con-
tainer— nearly all weight
is thus active material.

2. Circular, gridless for-

= )
i mation gives uninterrupt-
i ed action throughout the
. S paste.
yiinoia o
: 3. Totalresult—Twice the

amp. hour capacity per Ib.

80AMP11I6 weight.
plate-less accumulators s 4. No sulphation ; Won't

run down when inactive ;

TEL. GRA : 3346. No grid buckling; Extra-
ordinarily long lilfe,- Al-
BLOCK BATTERIES LTID, ABBEY ROAD, BARKING, ESSEX most unbreakable,

© TAL/Bb.15
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ADIO batteries may be divided into
two broad classifications, primary
batteries and - secondary bqtteries,

or accumulators. Primary batteries are

usually of the “dry” type, although the

““wet ” pattern is in successful use, more

particularly for

ZN high tension

-~ work. Let us

take the prim-
ary battery first,
and by learning
something of its
working prin-
ciples, obtain

better, and
more economi-

cal results in our
radio practice.

Strictly speak-
ing the term
“dr y ¥ i3 g
misnomer as if
the cell were
really dry, no
current would
be forthcoming.
The proper term
would be non-
liguid, as the electrolyte, or exciting fluid, is
held in paste form by o snitable absorhent
material. In construction the dry battery
follows very closely the principles of the
original Leclanché cell. Here a notable
advance in construction appeared in the
use of manganese dioxide as a ‘“de-
polarizer  or recuperant.

To grasp the value of such a feature,
let us examine the working of a primary
cell, and sce what the depolarizer does.
In Fig. 1, we have a jar containing dilute
sulphuric acid in which ave the two plates
Zn. and Cu., which represent zino and
copper, respectively. This very elementary
battery, actually one of the first ever
devised, will give a small current at about
one volt pressure—jfor a limited time only.
And for the following rcason. hen the

g TR ETIHT
IIL\ NN

Fig. \.—Diagream explain-
ing the function of a
primary cell.

Tl

|
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circuit i3 complete bubbles of hydrogen
negative potential. These bubbles travel
through the acid and attach themselves to
the positive, or copper plate, which is nor-
potential. As

soon as this oc- =5

curs the output Z

falt off rapidly, {§

until it -ap- § Al

preaches zero at

battery is use-

less as a genera-

tor of current.

can supply the

positive plate

with oxygen,

with the hydro-

gen and keep
this  “ polariz-

are released at the zine plate which is at
mally at positive z_:‘ C

of current will

which point the

But suppose we

this will combine

ing”’ effect under

Fig. 2.—Section of a
Leclanché cell.

ALL ABOUT YOUR RADIO
- BATTERIES--------n

control. Here then, is the function of a
‘“‘depolarizer,” it keeps the unwanted hy-
drogen at bay, and whilst its bencficial
action continues the battery will provide
a useful supply until its clements are
expended.

Leclanché Cells

The original Leclanché cell consisted of a
jar containing a zinc rod—zinc is always
used as the active element in primary
cells—and a carbon placed in a cell of
porous earthenware. This porous pot
also contained crushed carbon and man-
ganese dioxide. The latter being rich
in oxygen forms an admirable depolarizer.
The electrolyte consisted of a solution of
sal ammoniac. Such a battery is well
suited for intermittent use as it recuper-
ates after a short spell on open ecircuit.
Fig. 2 gives a
sectional view of 1
the make-up of |
such a battery
and brings us to
the modern dry
cell which is a
convenient
modification of
the old Leclan-
ché battery.

We now ar-
rive at the mod-
ern dry cell, ia
section of which D
is shown .at Fig.
3. Here we have
the zinc in the
form of a cup A,

//// _

Fig. 3.—Section of a
modern dry cell.

.containing an absorbent which holds the

excitant B in paste form. This cxcitant,
with certain exceptions, is sal ammoniac
—as used in the former Leclanché type—
which attacks the zinc and sets up an
“electro motive force” or E.M.F. In the
centre of the cell, at C, is the carbon rod
surrounded by crushed carbon and man-
ganese dioxide much in the same way as
in the old Leclanché cell.

At D, is an insulator to avoid short-
circuiting the zinc and carbon elements,
which are, of course, at opposite potentials,
viz., negative and positive.

The top of the container i3 sealed in by
a pitch compound through which is passed
a vent tube for the release of the gases
evolved during the chemical
action, The same vent also

from its convenicnce and un-
spillability, the dry battery has
a much Jower internal resistance
than the older Leclanché cell.
This means that it can supply
much larger currents. In fact,
a large dry cell can yield 20
amperes or more on a momei-
tary discharge, on short circuit.

A single cell gives an average
voltage of 1.5 volts, so that a 120
volt high-tension battery - will
contain no fewer than 80 cells.

l.uﬁnwu.u.' |

These are connected in  scries,” ft.e.,
carbon to zine, which gives a total voltage
of 1.5 times the number of cells, e.g., 80 x
1.5=120 volts. This being a considerable
clectrical pressure, it is obvious that no
leakage must be permitted, as not only
would the cells soon become useless, but
excessively noisy in working even over
their very short life. It 1is, therefore,
the practice of the battery manunfacturer
to make the outer container in the form
of a crate, or *“egg box,” made of waxed
cardboard, and filled in with paraffin wax.
In some of the higher class high-tension
batteries, several of the units are further
enclosed in insulating capsules to * break **
the leakage path at certain critical points.

Proper Care of Batteries

Having now gained some idea of the make-
up, also the “whys and wherefores” of
our dry battery we can apply the knowledge
to useful effect. In the first place we must
carefully guard against excessive dis-
charge, and this entails two precautions.
Firstly, we must not employ too small
a battery for our radio recéiver, and
secondly, we must neither short-circuit
the cells nor subject them to an excessive
drain when testing their condition. Bat-
teries of ‘‘ standard,” or small, capacity
should not be used for sets of more than
two or three valves, and taking over 10
milliamperes.

In fact, in practically every case it is
a distinet economy to employ batteries
of ‘“double” capacity, as the additional
life more than compensates for the extra
cost. Very cheap batteries of little-known
make are dear at any price. These often
show a high initial voltage, which falls
rapidly and does not recuperate readily
on open circuit.

Such a battery has the additional fault
of becoming very noisy in action, quite
apart from its proneness to cause back
coupling where the receiver is not particu-
larly well decoupled.

A good battery will work well right down
to nearly half its rated voltage, at which
point, say, .8 to .9 volt per cell, its use-
ful life is about ended.

THE SAFE TEST IS BY
HIGH RESISTANCE VOLTMETER

,Fig. 4.—Testing a high-tension battery.
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N a short series
of articles such
as these it is

impossible to give
more than a brief
résumé of tele-
vision, and such
ramifications as
Noctovision,

Fig. 1A.—[llustrating an Phonovision,
Screen Tele-

Image out of phase. isioh, k.
light Tele-

vision, Zone Television, Colour Television,
Ultra Short-wave Television, etc., eannot
be touched at alla In the previous six
articles, however, I have endgzwoured. to
cover the most important points dealing
with the working parts of the transmit-
‘ting and receiving apparatus, in so far as
it affects the reader or experimenter.
Tn the concluding one, therefore, I thought
it would be interesting to touch on the
procedure to be followed when preparing
to “look in” at a transmission and
using a disc type machine.

*¢ Looker *’

By the way, there has heen a good
deal of controversy concerning the correct
term to describe the individual who
looks in at a television transmission so
that matters will be on a par with
“ listener,” the generally accepted term
for the man who sits at home and listens
to the programmes provided for him vie
broadcasting. The word that finds the
greatest favour, as far as the B.B.C. is
concerned, is “looker.” I wonder what
readers of PRACTICAL WIRELESS think of
this ?

Fig. 3.—Showing how an image will look when correctly

phased and framed.

PRACTICAL WIRELESS
PART 7

WHAT IS
TELEVISION?

A Short Series Explaining Fundamental Principles.

By

. J. BARTON CHAPPLE, :
h.Sch., B.Sc. (Hons.), A.C.G.L., i
D.I.C., AM.LEE. :
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Obviously, the first thing to do is to
tune in the London National Station on

Fig. 2.—Adjusting the speed control of the motor
driving the television receiver disc while looking in.

261 metres, as this is the
transmitter at present furn-
ishing the B.B.C. television
signals. These signals should
be heard on the loud-
speaker, and
can be recog-
nized easily as
what may be
described as a
high - pitched
steady note,
with another
high - pitched
chirrup super-
imposed upon
it. Once
tuned in,
change over
the output
connections on
the set so that
they feed the
vision ap-
paratus—neon
lamp and
sy nchronizing
mechanism, if

been included.

Fig 1B.—[llustrating an image out of frame.

Starting Up

It is not felt advisable to deal with
the several methods by which the wiring
hetween the vision apparatus and wireless
rcceiver can be affected. Everything
depends upon the type of output circuit
in the set, that is, whether it is direct,
choke, or transformer-coupled, together

. with the amount of voltage available

from the source of high tension. This can
be dealt with at a later date, when it is
hoped to deseribe praetical apparatus for
the home constructor.

Start up the vision apparatus motor,
noting first of all that the neon lamp
is glowing at its normal brilliancy. As
the disc gathers in speed a glance into the
magnifying lens will reveal a number of
oblique black lines and streaks intermin-
gled with red patches. This is the image
gradually taking shape, and as the disc
speed more nearly approaches its correct
value of 750 revolutions per minute, a
suecession of images can then be seen to
be moving downwards rather rapidly and
it is necessary to adjust the motor speed
until the black lines which appear normally
at the top and hottom of the picture are
horizontal. It is a great help, in working
the apparatus to remember that the lines,
when sweeping downwards, signify that
the motor is running too slow, while when

the lines sweep upwards, this will indicate
that the motor is running too fast. In
either case, the procedure to rectify matters
i8 quite obvious, that is, increase or decrease
motor speed by means of the knob provided.

g

this latter has Fig. 4.—A home-made version of vision apparatus having an
ingenious method of friction brake speed control.



890

Curious Effects

When the speed has been correctly
adjusted, the synchronizing mechanism
will come into play and hold the image
steady, but if the adjustments are not
correct, the image will *“ hunt > vertically,
that is, move up and down and give one
the impression of watching a scene through
the porthole of a ship as it gently rides
the waves. Correctly operated, however,
the image can be kept steady, but the
image may, when
it first comes to

rest, be ‘‘split
vertically,” some-
what in  the

manner indicated
in Fig. 1, where
two portions of a
picturo can be
seen side by side.
This is explained
quite simply, and
arises from ‘the
fact that the disc
has been pujled
into a state of
isochronismm (see
last week’s arti-
cle), and true syn-
chronism is not estab-
lished, since corresponding
dise holes or scanning
areas at the transmitting
and receiving ends are not
in phase. -The image is,
in effect, moved bodily
along ta the left or to the
right by the number of
Loles it is out of phase.

Rectifying Matters

To rectify matters with the ordinary
apparatus, gently bring the disc from its
correct speed by adjusting the resistance
control. Tho image will drift slowly
upwards or downwards, and as soon as
the double image has resolved itself into a
gingle one, the motor speed must be
readjusted to normal again. These syn-
chronizing adjustments have to be done
intelligently, but a little practice will soon
put this right, just as is tho case when
tuning a new set.

In.Tig. 1 is shown another possible
occurrence, this being known technically
as an image “out of frame” It arises
when automatic synchronizing or syn-
chronous motors are employed, and is due
to tho mechanism being sct incorrectly
with reference to the disc holes. If no
other device is available, it will be necessary
to move round slightly the disc on the shaft,
but the better and simpler alternative is
to rotatc either the whole carcase of the
motor or adjust the position of the field
coils by moving {hem a little round the
motor carcase.

Interesting Records

The photograph indicated as Fig. 2 is
interesting, inasmuch as it shows a *“ looker”
moking adjustments to the speed control
of an cxperimental Baird  televisor  used
in Germany in 1929. The image here was
quite emall, and appeared in the aperturc
scen on the right of the square front cabinet.
In additien, Fig. 3 will show the reader
how the image will appear in his apparatus
when properly phased and framed. The
machine shown is one which was built by
the German company, Fernseh A.G., and
ig designed for horizontal scanning, with
a, resultant picture shape differing from the
English standard. - =)
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Fig. 4 rccords an amateur cffort at
building disc television recciving apparatus
and is included to show the ingenuity
displayed by constructors to obtain corrcct

Fig. 5—A typical example
of an all-mains wireless set
especially designed for the

reception  of television
signals
speed regulation. A remote control

friction brake will be noticed, this appar-
ently being preferred to the imnore usual
electrical methods, but by all accounts it
functioned to the satisfaction of the user,
and after all, that is the main criterion,

The Television Wireless Set

Just a word now in connection with a
wireless set to be used for the reception of
the television signals. Here again is a case

where individual taste can be cxploited .

provided one or two points are borne in
mind. Tirst of all, do not forget that the
absence or over accentuation of certain
frequencies as a result of suppression or
resonance in the wireless set, will quite
easily spoil the image. The lower fre-
quencies are responsible for the pictorial
or pleasing effects, and if the set fails to go
down to the ‘ bass ’ notes it will no doubt
be found that there is a kind of white light
thrown up behind a person’s head in the
case of a close up image. In addition, the
white background becomes almost black
on the top of the image on either side,
while the observer will notice beard-like
shadows which have the effect of making
the image look dirty.

On the other hand, if the higher fre-
quencies are cut off there will be an absence
of detail. The eye, for example, will look
somewhat blurred or out of focus and too
much imagination is required to get a true
mental picture of the subject being trans-
mitted.

From these remarks it will be gathered
that the wireless set must be as free from
distortion as possible. Tuning circuits, in
consequence, must not be too sharp or
ultra, selective, otherwise we can say
goodbye to the high frequencies, while at
the other end of the scale do not have a

e

rapidly falling response curve in the low
frequency amplifier, or there will be a

feeling of disappointment with the results
obtained.
Negative Images

Another point
to watch comes
aboutfrom current
direction, In aural
reception no ac-
count has to be
taken of this as far
as the operation of
the loud-speaker
is  concerned.
reversal of current
direction in tele-
vision reception
will change a posi-
tive image (that is,
one in which there
are the true light
and - shade rcla-
tionships as in an
ordinary  photo-
graph) into a
negative one (that
is, an image which
resembles the
photographic plate
from which a contact print is made).- Since
under working conditions these current
reversals take place in the wireless set as
part of its normal functioning, at the output
stage the current direction must be correct.
If this is not so, instead of the plate current
of the output valve, say, increasing at any
one instant to intensify the neon lamp glow,
the current will decrease and reverse
matters. Luckily it is a relatively easy task
to rectify this state of affairs when it
occurs, and here are one or two ways of
doing it.

If a transformer precedes the last valve,
reverse either the primary or secondary
connections to the windings. In many
cases it is quite sufficient to reverse or inter-
change the connections on the output
terminals of the set, while another stage of
low-frequency coupling can be added, or a
change effected in the method of rectifica-
tion, that is, anode bend to leaky grid or
vice versa.

A Big Future

As an example of a well-made all mains
wireless set for the reception of the tele-
vision signals, readers should refer to
Fig. 5. This is a three valver of medium
range and represents quite good practice
for this class of work. No doubt at some
future date it will be possible to describe
to PracTICAL WIRELESS readers the com-
plete designs of both a television wireless
set and also the vision apparatus itself,
but in the meantime may I enjoin every
one of you to study carcfully the facts
which I have endeavoured to present to
you in this series as succinctly as possible.

No one can gainsay that television has a
big future and in this connection the
amateur is an important person. He is the
man (and in these enlightened days we can
justifiably sey woman) who studies every
new development, and just as in the early
days of wireless he contributed his quota
which materially assisted progress, so
history can repeat itself as far as the science
of television is concerned.

Reserve Your Sel!f-Binder for Our
Free-Gift Data Sheets To-day! See
page 884.
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‘SKYSCRAPER” RADIO

This new Lissen “ SKYSCRAPER " Kit Set is the only one on the market that you can build yourself e*nploymg
a Metallised Screened Grid Valve, High Mu Detector, and Economy Power Pentode. Around these three
valves Lissen have designed a home constructor’s kit the equal of which there has never been before. Why
be satisfied with whispering foreign stations when you can BUILD WITH YOUR OWN HANDS this Lissen
“ SKYSCRAPER ” that will bring in loudly and clearly distant stations in a profusion that will add largely

l to your emjoyment of radio?

v o CONSTRUCTIONAL CHART FREE!

7/ /'ﬁ lxssen have published a 1/- Constructional Chart, giving the most d-!alleJ
/ % instructions ever printed for the building of a wireless set. ¥You can’t go
! wrong—every part, every wire, every terminal is identified by photographs.
] Everybody, without any technical knowledge or skill, can safely and with
] COMPLETE CERTAINTY OF SUCCESS undertake to
build this most modern of radio receivers from the
instructions given and the parts Lissen have supplied.
You can get the Lissen “Skyseraper’ Chart
from any radio dealer, or by posting the COUPON
below direct to factory.

£

GREAT I.ISSEN

CHART,
FREE

‘TELLS EXACTLY
WHAT TO DO WITH
EVERY SINGLE
NUT € SCREW

YOURS FOR ONLY *
- 8’6 powN

To-day you can buy the LISSEN *SKYSCRAPER " POST]
KIT on Gradual Payment Terms. * Skyscraper’’

Chassis Kit, complete with Valves. CASH PRICE #9/5. COUPON
Or 8/6 down and twelve monthly payments of 7/6. BEL“W

¥ Skyscraper’” Kit complete with
Walnut Cebinet and in-built Loud-

speaker as illustrated, £6 5s. Cash. COUPON
Or 11/6 down and twelve monthly
payments of 10/6, To Rl...ngf,N Wx!;:gle l?:sé,

Isleworth, Middlesex.

Please send me FREE copy of sour

1/~ ** Sxyscraper ”’ Chart.

Name .cocomicoeeriomiionscosmstonsss -

ARG T T R S -
‘bs I KI I

| COMPLETE IN CABINET b s
WITH LOUDSPEAKER iﬁ S gt o7 108
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Little Improvements which are Long

[ HERE is no doubt that on the whole
home constructors are very well
catered for by the trade. There is

scarcely a single component or accessory

which the amateur is likely to need which
cannot be supplied in a variety of makes
and styles. Howcever, in spite of this there

SHANK TOO SHORT @ are still

many
little

L ciency

Fig. 1=« Above) It is impossible to fit Ofcom-

more than one wire under some fer- Ponents

minals. (Below) A longer shank is all OF their

that is required. adapt-

ability

to modern circuits, for manufacturers have

done marvels in these directions, but rather

are they complaints which arvise from

the practical difficulties met with in
assembling.

Amateur construction or assembly is,
of course, fundamentally different from
professional construction. For example, a
component used in a factory-made receiver
can be designed for the one particular set
in which it is to be used. The designer
knows beforehand tlie exact characteristics
required, so that there is no need to arrange
for alternative values, extra tappings, and
so on. Moreover, it can be designed to
fit in nicely with the other parts so that
therc is no wasted space, and the connecting
tags can be arranged in just the right posi-
tion to give short and neat wiring.

With home construction, on the other
hand, components have to be adaptable to
many different circuits and layouts. This
means that the general shape, position of
terminals, ete., must be such as to suit
average needs. We must not therefore be
too ready in condemning the manufacturer
if a certain part docs not happen to fit

&

Fig. 4.— An ‘
odd assortment of control L
knobs, typical of what happens 1

when using more than one make of component.

Overdue

By W, B. RICHARDSON

Modern Components have Reached
a Very High Standard of Perform-
ance, but Many Still Suffer from
Minor Defects Connected with
their Fitting or Opcration. The
Writer Enumerates Some of These
and Suggests How They Might be
Remedied.

-
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in with a particular layout, or is a little
difficult to connect up.- It may be that in
a different set it would be ideal. However,
in spite of this acknowledged difficulty in
meeting all requirements, we still have, as
I say, several legitimate causes for grousing.

Why Not Standard Serew Threads ?

Take terminals, for example. Con-
structors do not complain for fun. Termi-
nals on many coils, valve holders, etc.,
are really too miserably inadequate for
words. They are small and difficult to
get at, and have nc, locking devices, so

Fig. '2.—Type of soldering tag which is
nolhxrfg more than a spade terminal. It
is not a proper soldering lug.

that when you
attempt to
tighten them up
they merely go

““ round and
round.” All
this has been
pointed out

before, but there
are some other

Fig. 3.—~An example of a
genuine soldering lug, They
are made in one piece with
the valve sockets.
difficulties "in connection
with terminals which I
have not seen mentioned
before, but which most

have come across
at one- time
another,

First of all there
seems to be mo co-

constructors must |

or

ordination amongst manufacturers regarding
the screw threads used; in fact, many
seem to delight in producing a thread
which is slightly different from any other.
The result is that, if a terminal nut is
accidentally lost, it is ten to one against
our being able to replace it with one from
off an old component. No retailer seems
to stock replacement nuts, and so we either
have to use one which is of the wrong
thread, but- can be made to * hold,” or
else do without one—a very unsatisfactory
state of affairs.

I suggest that it would be quite simple
to use standard threads and to limit them
to two sizes, say 4 B.A. as the general size,
with 2 B.A. for special purposes such as
large aerial and earth or speaker terminals.

Another difficulty with some terminals
is that there is not room under the nut
for more than one connecting wire. If
two wires are joined to the same terminal
it is impossible to get the nut on. Of course
it only means making the threaded shank a
little longer and the problem would be
solved. See Fig. 1.

Soldering Lugs

One thing regarding terminals which hag
always puzzled me -is the little spade
connector or soldering lugs which some
manufacturers slip on to each terminal
before putting on the nut. (See Fig. 2.)
I have never quite understood whether
these are to be considered merely as spade
terminals to be soldered to the end of each
connecting wire to save making a loop in
the wire itself, or whether they are really
intended to take the place of soldering
lugs. If they are spade terminals, then
there should be more than one under each
nut, for it often happens that more than
one wire has to be connected to one
terminal. Anyway, they arc certainly not
much advantage over the ordinary method
of making a loop in the wire since the time
saved in making a loop is offset by the
necessity for soldering. For this reason
most, constructors discard them. If on the
other hand, they are supposed to be
soldering lugs in the ordinary sense of the
word, surely they lack the one essential of
such a device, namely, the provision of an
unbroken metallic contact from the com-
ponent to the connecting wire. After all,
we only solder a wire to a piece of appara-
tus so as to get direct contact and avoid
the possibility of its ever coming loose,
This is why the lug on a valve holder,

Fig. 5—Many compo-‘
nents will not fit thick
panels,
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Fig. 6.—Recessing the
panel may overcome the
difficulty, but sometimes
the control knob will not
go in far enough for the
set screw to hold.

for instance, is often an extension of the
metal valve-pin socket itself.

A wire soldered to such a lug is bound
to make contact with the valve-pin socket
since it is part of it. However, with these
soldering tags which fit under the terminal
there is no such continuity. They are
dependent for their excellence of contact
on the tightness of the terminal in the same
way as is a looped wire.

Position of Terminals

Regarding the positioning of terminals,
most designers make an effort to keep them
near the base of components. This is all
to the good and makes for neater. wiring,
especially in the case of chassis-mounting
and under-baseboard wiring. There i8 one
little complaint 1 have to make, however,
and that is that some makers put them
rather too close, so that they almost scrape
the baseboard or panel and make it very
awkward when wiring up.

With variable resistances and potentio-
meters of the circular panel mounting type
the terminals are usually placed round the
edge, as in Fig. 11. This i8 often done for
technical reasons, but one or two makes
have them on the face of the instrument.
This latter is certainly the most get-at-able
position, and I suggest more makers might
try to adopt this arrangement in their next
designs.

0dd Control Knobs
One way in which home-constructed

DOOR

SPRING
KEEP

S e R S e

SPRING ~ LORDEI
PLUNGER (Sectioned)

BRASS
CONTACTS

Fig. 10.—How the battery would be used.

Fig. 7.—A longer bush

is all that is needed.

Washers could be used
with thin panels.

o
BATTERY
N POSITION

receivers are often not up to the
standard of bought sets is8 in the
appearance of the panel. Whereas
the professional set usually has a
neat and symmetrical layout with
control knobs to match one
another, the amateur receiver very
often has an odd assortment of
knobs. One reader pointed this
out in the correspondence columns
of this paper only a short while
ago, and suggested that there
should be greater co-operation be-
tween manufacturers, presumably
to effect some sort of standardiza-
tion.

It seems to me that the solution
to the problem is very simple. Why
not supply components without
knobs and market the knobs
themselves as separate parts ? The
idea would be to standardize not
the pattern of the knobs, but the
size of the spindles on which they
fit. Inthis way a number of knobs
of the same pattern could be fitted
to all the various control spindles on
areceiver. When building a set one
would first purchase the necessary compo-
nents and then choose a number of knobs.
These would be obtainable in a variety of
designs and colours, and all one would have
to do would be to choose a complete set all
of the same pattern. This might include,
say, 2 large tuning dials, 2 smaller ones for

I

Fig. 9.—H.T. battery fitted with brass

contacts as well as sockets (see text).

volume and reaction controls and 2 knobs
for switches.

Stiff Controls

The question of control knobs reminds
me that many variable condenser controls
are anything but silky in action. This is
particularly noticeable with some ganged
condensers worked with a disc drive. One

would think that any little stiffness in the -

condenser itself would be reduced to a
negligible amount through the reduction
gear of the drive; but nevertheless the
control is often very heavy and jerky in
operation.

On examining one or two models which
suffered from this drawback, it appeared
that the trouble was primarily due to the
main spindle being very stiff. This ne-
cessitated the disc drive being very heavily
spring loaded in order to turn the dial
without slipping. Had the condenser
spindle been easy to turn in the first place,
quite alight drive would have beensufficient,
and so the whole operation would have been
lighter and smoother. The cause of the
stiffness of the condenser spindle was
chiefly the springs which were used to

Fig. 8.—Watch spring type of pigtail connector
has advantages over the ordinary ftype.
Inset : Details of the spring.

ensure good electrical contact between the
spindle and the body of the condenser.

No doubt pigtail connections would
solve the problem. If the ordinary type
were considered unsatisfactory owing to
the possibility of their breaking, scraping
on the plates, or varying their positions
and so upsetting the ganging, I suggest that
pigtails made like watch springs might
answer the purpose. I had an old watch
spring functioning in this capacity on a
reactive tuning unit for many years and it
worked admirably. Fig. 8 illustrates the
idea as applied to a condenser.

Panel Mounting Difficulties

When it comes to the mounnting of
variable condensers and similar components
on the panels of many home-built receivers.
another difficulty often crops up—the panel
is too thick to allow the nut to go on the
threaded bush. See Fig. 5. It seems to be
the exception rather than the rule to find
a component of the one-hole-fixing type
which will fit & panel more than }in. thick,
and many appear only suitable for 3/16in.
panels. The result is that if a thicker
panel is used the fixing nut has to be
recessed in the panel as in Fig. 6. Even
then it is often found that the control knob
cannot be secured in position,

All this could be overcome by supplying
slightly longer bushes and providing spare
washers for use with thin panels. The
washers would, of course, be placed behind
the panel. This is shown in Fig. 7.

TERMINALS ToO
NEAR TO PANEL \ bt

POSITION

Fig. W.—Terminals are often placed tos near
the panel for accessibility. Dotted outline
shows a better position for them.
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THE NEW RECEIVER WHICH
WILL MAKE RADIO HISTORY.
Free 1/- Blueprint will be given with our
Issue Dated Feb. 11th, on Sale Feb. 8th.

AST week I made an important an-
nouncement on page 833 concerning

my new four-valve receiver, the -

“Fury Four.” I should like briefly to
reiterate for the benefit of those readers
who are reading PRACTICAL WIRELESS
for the first time that I have specially
designed this receiver for the readers of this
paper as a result of the hundreds of letters
I daily receive concerning the drawbacks
and the deficiences of the average home-
constructed set. So certain am I of the
“Fury Four,” that I recommend with
every. confidence and great enthusiasm,
every reader of this paper to make it.
Realizing as I did that this is the season
when a reader might be tempted to make up
a set which would fail to give him the satis-
faction and service he requires, my tests
of the ‘‘ Fury Four ’ have been accelerated
by the use of aircraft. I do not wish to use
valuable space by reiterating in extenso
all of the preliminary announcements I
made last week, and I will therefore con-
fine my claims to a sentence. They are
these: the ‘“‘Fury Four” is extremely
selective; provides ample volume; re-
ceives at least one hundred stations on
the medium and long wave bands; it is
very simple to operate; cheap to build;
free from background; economical to
run ; it is stable; easy to construct; no
jamming of stations ; most important of all,
it is backed by my personal guarantee of
gatisfaction. Any reader, therefore, who
fails to obtain the resuits of which I know
the ““ Fury Four” to be capable, may avail
himself of my personal advice free of charge
on any difficulty he may encounter in its
construction (excepting queries relating
to alterations to suit reader’s own com-
ponents, which in no case can I answer)
until the set functions to the satisfaction
of the reader. It is necessary for the reader

rigidly to ad-
here to my =
building and
operating in-
gtructions.
Let us now
proceed to an
examination
of the circuit

)" e

A most remarkable receiver,
with a Personal Guarantee

of Performance.

which 1is
shown at the

right-hand corner of this page.
size wiring diagram of the Fury Four will be given with
our issue dated February 11th.

The Circuit

It will be noted from the circuit diagram
on this page that I have made use of two
screened grid valves to render foreign recep-
tion certain. The pre-set aerial condenser
Cl ensures that irrespective of the
aerial used, the tuning range of the
variable condensers will be fairly
constant. A point which the reader

e—

uniform results.

This illustration shows the
extreme simplicity of the
Fury Four. Tested
fiumerous zones noted for
their reception difficulties,
by many independent

radio experts, this receiver
has yielded remarkably

will appreciate is that only
one H.T. tapping is used.
You merely plug in the
negative wander plug into the
negative socket and the single
positive H.T. lead into maxi-
I have

mum H.T. voltage.

) —1

-

As stated above, a full-

Here is a

% plicity of
wiri
N
used voltage dropping resistances
to ensure that each valve has the
correct voltage applied to its
plate. The great advantage of
this arrangement is that the vary-
ing current-consumption of each
valve does not cause high resistance
patches to develop in the H.T.
battery, which is the common cause
of motor boating, instability, and
poor reception when multiple H.T.
tappings are used.

-
MY GU/

I give a personal guarantee of satisf
I claim for it, and every readér ma
my personal advice free of charge cot
any difficulties which may arise, unt
functions in the same manner as o
o e

<
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of the amazing
ost modern of
extreme sim-
t and the easy
ements.

It will be noted that the detector
valve is parallel-fed to the pentode,
the one micro-farad condenser being
fitted to provide a slight bass
resonance to assist in balancing out
the shrillness which generally accom-
panies the use of pentode valves. For
the same reason a pentode output-filter
is used with a similar value condenser.
A point the reader will note in check-
ing over the circuit is the extreme
care exercised in choosing values and

ARANTEE !

faction that the Fury Four will do what
y obtain
1cerning
il the set
line.

A —

g )cl

Every Reader of this Paper should make
up this Amazing Receiver, which will
easily receive OVER 100 Stations on
the Medium and Long Wave-bands.

arrange- plain why I have not used a three-gang
ments to save condenser in conjunction with the triple-
him not only gang coils. The reason is that there is a
trouble in certain amount of difficulty in accurately
adjustment, balancing three condensers. I have,
but also therefore, saved the constructor the
money. My trouble of doing this by tuning the !
main object detector grid-coil by a separate .0005 mfd. |
has been to variable condenser. Therefore, the aerial
provide a and first grid circuit are ganged because, as
thoroughly the aerial is always flatly tuned, an accurate
reliable re- ganging does not, as a result, matter. In
ceiver with point of fact, this arrangement in the
none of the ] Four > yields far better results
drawbacks to than the triple-gang condensers which I
which  the originally tried. I found that it was possible
reader has to facilitate the tuning. considerably in
normally be- this way. It is obvious that the detector
come accus- grid-circuit is damped by the grid-leak;
tomed, and therefore this circuit is * flat,” and a
‘with all of separate tuning condenser may be used
the snags an- here. You need to operate the “ Fury
ticipated and Four ™ to realize the great value of this
remedied, arrangement. You  will notice that all

components except one H.F. choke are
screened. There is really no need to
screen this as all risk of interaction is,
of course, removed by the screening of
the other components. Quite naturaliy
I have adopted sub-baseboard wiring.

i

Full logging charts of the
Fury Four will be given in
later issues, together with

independent reports by Not only does this make for a neater

. o e layout and greatly simplify the wiring,
Do i T.b e‘.:(.re but it also enables the condensers, the
RO EESE] | Sl fuse, the resistances, etc., to be tucked

. mannet, away and hence actually reduces the j'

size of the baseboard which otherwise

would be necessary. I have considered

the reader’s pocket by wusing special

mains condensers for screen grid decoupling

purposes, for they are much cheaper than
(Continued on puge 896.)

instead of, as is usually
the case, the reader
being left to do so. I
feel that I should ex-

= -
—lk=

N & lﬂ-(b-‘_()-!)-ﬂ-(
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i
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!
L
IRNEA '
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2
T
e — GANvGED~— — —
CIRCUIT DIAGRAM OF THE FURY FOUR. H

Cl, C5, C10—.000. d.  C2, C3, C4—.0005mfd. C6,C7. C8 C9—.1 mfd. ClI—.0003 Dj tial. '12—000. , A

Cla CrS T 55000 shim Potentionster. RS, Ri- 50000 o, B3 R s Percnsial, €12—-0002 nfd. CL3,

R9—5,000 ohms, RI0—100,000 ohms. Chl—Screened S.G. Choke. Ch2—Unscreened S.G. Chcke. Ch3—Screened Standard
H.F. Choke. VI, V2~Metallised 220 S.G. (Cossor). V3—Mectallised 210 H.F. (Cossor). V4—220 PT (Cossor).

= >
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Details of the baseboard Zn"
a/‘oi I;Jle Fu:y Igoj:n : /8

LIST OF COMPONENTS FOR THE FURY FOUR

See Page 897 and below for illustrations of these Components)
ne Three Gang LISSEN Coil Assembly (L.N.5162).

Ope LOTUS Two-gang Condenser with Disc Drive.

One LOTUS .0005 mfd. single Condenser with Disc Drive.

One SOVEREIGN Compression Type Condenser, Type J.

One WEARITE S.G. Choke, Type H.F.P.A.

One BULGIN S.G. Choke, Type H.F.4.

One PETO-SCOTT Screened H.F. Choke.

One READY RADIO L.F. Transformer, Ratio 3 to 1.

One TELSEN Pentode Output Choke, Type W.72.

Three DUBILIER 1 mfd. Fixed Condensers, Type BB.

Two DUBILIER .0003 mfd. Fixed Condensers, Type 665.

One DUBILIER .0002 mfd. Pixed Condenser, Type 665.

Two DUBILIER .1+.1 C mfd. Fixed Condensers, Type BE 31.

Four CLIX Chassis Mounting Valve-holders, Three 4-pin and

Four 1,000 ohm. ERIE Resistors, 1Watt Type.
Two 30,000 ohm. ERIE Resistors, 1 Watt Type.
One 100,000 ohm. ERIB Resistors, 1 Watt Type.
One 5,000 ohm. BERIE Resistor, 1 Watt type.
One LISSEN 2 meg. Grid Leak with Wire Ends.
Three BELLING-LEE Terminal Blocks.

[one 5-pin.

g

Fhe Lotassingle 0005 mfd. Condenserwith Disc Drive

Belling Lee terminal
blocks and terminaly

SPLy

|
1{/
= /|3

L W QQILL / .”4/-/01.55 {td\
.y g T ‘// fA ~

—
—_—

—

=T
= DrILLING PLan FOR — |
= Vacve Hotoers.,

One BELLING-LEE 4-way Battery Cord.

Six BELLING-LEE Terminals, marked Aerial, Earth, Pick-up,
Pick-up, L.S. and L.S. (Type B).

One BULGIN Fuse-holder, Type F.5 with Fuse.

One LEWCOS 50,000 ohm. Potentiometer.

One TELSEN .0003 mfd. Differential Reaction Condenser, ,
Type W.185.

One WEARITE Three Point Switch, Type GWC.

One Ebonite Panel, 16in. by 8in.—BECOL.

Three CLIX Wander Plugs, GB+ GB 1 and GB 2.

Two COSSOR Valves, Type 220 S.G. (Metallised).

One COSSOR Valve, Type 210H.F. (Metallised).

One COSSOR Valve, Type 220 PT.

One EDISWAN 2.volt Accumulator.

One EDISWAN 9.volt Grid Bias Battery.

One EDISWAN 120-volt Super Capacity H.T. Battery.

One W.B. Loud Speaker, Type P.M.4.

One CARRINGTON Fury Four Cabinet.

Two coils of GLAZITE Connecting Wire.

Sundry Screws, soldering tags, etc.

(Continued from page 893.)

buying separate condensers, and possess
the additional advantage that they are
mounted two in one case, and, therefore,
take up much less room. Another advan-
tage which the home-constructer will
appreciate is that the special condensers
employed are fitted with flexible leads
instead of terminals. They are, therefore,
more conveniently wired into the ecircuit.

The potentiometer for the screen grid
voltage adjustment is disconnected from
the H.T. circuit when the set is switched off
owing to the use of the three-pole switch,
hence there is no drain on the H.T. battery
when not using the set, and this control
may be left in its usual position—which
will, of course,
be found in opera-
tion. The illus-
trations on this
and the next
page show the
actual compon-
ents I have used.
Take this list to
your dealer to
make absolutely
certain that the
goods supplied
agree with the
The Evie list of com-
Resistors. ponents given

above.
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= The Actual Components Required for the ¢ Fury Four.”

R | P (| S

‘The Ready Radio
Low-frequency

‘ Transformer

Lissen Triple Matched

otis, Ho

g

The Clix chassis mounting galve-holder
] _ you require,

The Wearite
Screened H.F.

CRoke.

%l
o o’

t:‘ J The Lotus Double Gang Condenser
ha 2O ¢ ' with Disc Drive.

Te ixen 0003

eaction
Condenser

Lewcos Polentiometer.

Wearite 3 Point
On-off Switch.

Bulgin
Fuse-holder,

1

The Ediswan Accumula;t;r.

Ediswan Grid Bias and H.T. Baileries. . Sovereign Pre-set Aerial Condenser.”

pe— D) e (D (DD | | H( -

Ll 1)}

P ru-u-n e 9
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BEGINNERS
PPLEMENT

Conducted by
F. J. CAMM

~ January :28th, 1933

INCE the discovery of Radio Telegraphy

and Telephony, many means have

been devised for converting the high-
frequency impulses into low- frequency or
sound impulses. This process is known as
tectification or detection. Of the various
ingenious arrangements which have been
used im broad outline, two only have

survived the test of time, crystal and |

(valve The former is now well on the way
to becoming obsolete, and valve detection is
the only method that need claim our
attention.

i  METHODS 'OF |
i DETECTION.

L i Lil TUY

H 3
T eanoa o $0-B B0 04 B0 $0: 411 B0x o §51 Bu @0 @3- 01 b BAVOK G0 B0 G0 Bec 012 bmBiw B 8 B 9er b

timbre largely to the presence of these,
individuality is liable to be impaired.
Another drawback of “leaky-grid”™ de-

tection is the presence of grid current

F:g l-—The familiar ** leaky-grid  detector c:rcuzl.

L I.eaky-gnd ** Petection

There are some four systems: in- general
vogue to-day, all of which receive varying
support. Each one has its merits and draw-
backs, and it will repay us to examine these
points in detail. Probably 75 per cent. of
receiving sets used to-day embody a valve
as a " leaky-grid >’ detector. The familiar
circnit is shown in Fig. 1. This arrangement
owesits popularity mainly to sensitivity, and
in this direction it scores heavily over all
‘other methods. -As a rule quality is satis-
factory enough for general purposes. Owing,
howeyer, to the compamtwely high value
of leak and condenser, the * time-constant <
of the circuit is high, This means that the
condenser retains its charge for a longer
period, perhaps, than the interval between
two successive cycles. Obviounsly, the
shorter this interval the less chance the
condenser has of returning to an uncharged
condition. A short interval between cycles
means a high frequency. Therefore, treble
notes will suffer a certain amount of dis-
tortion, and, in fact, the higher we go the
more apparent is the distortion. Har-
monics will reccive the worst treatment,,
and as a musical instrument owes its

S0-/00«

bias. This means a load
on the tuned circuit,
which is reflected as flat
* tuning ; matters can
sometimes be improved
in this direction by
tapping down on the
coil as shown in Fig. 2.

owing to the positive 4

Anode Bend Detection
Until quite recently,
“ anode-bend ” detec-
tion was very popular;
rectification depended
on the bottom bend
curvature of the valve
characteristic and was,
in fact, similar in prin-
ciple to a crystal rec-
tifier with the added
advantage of ampli-
fication. In order to
work on the proper
S part of the curve it
was necessary to bias the valve nega-
tively.
from this;

LA 3
rectification, and providing the transmission
was not modulated too deeply, guality was
good. An additional advantage to battery
users was the very low H.T. consumption.
Nowadays, however, transmlssxons are
modulated very deeply, and it is found
that with anode bend detection reproduc-
tion is liable to be rough with large inputs
as one is accustomed to receive from
regional stations.

‘¢ Power-grid '’ Rectifieation
The system which seems likely to oust

S ‘
SO~-/00v

MeG

)
L

-
Mclhod of removing the damping from the grid circuit.

Fig. 2.— L

all others in the near future is that known

One important benefit acerued-| as power-grid ”’ rectification. The circuit as
there was no grid current |shown in

Fig. 3 bears a close resemblance

flowing and therefore no appreciable load {to * leaky-grid ” detection, but it will be

on to the tuped circuit.

Fig. 3.—A “ power~grid”’ rectification
circuit,

Selectlvxty was {seen that & much lower grid-leak value is
much better than when using ““ leaky-grid

o
% /20—/50; er.
— T

used, together with a smaller grid con-

denser. The effect of this is to

make the time-constant much short.
Qur treble, therefore, does not
receive such rough treatment. Alqo,
a much higher anode voltage _is
employed, 120-150 volts being quite
common. Large inputs may be
handled with very little distortion ;
as.a point of fact, it is actually
necessary to feed a high input in
order to ensure a minimum of
distortion. With this method of
rectification, the loading on the
tuned circuitis rather severe, and
tuning is comparatively flat. Once
again we may attempt to improve
matters by tapping down on the
grid coil. It should be noted in
passing that sensitivity will thereby
be reduced, but there will be an
.optimum point where the loss of
volume is more than outweighed
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by the gain in selectivity, These remarks
apply more especially to receivers which
do not incorporate an H.F. stage as such
sets are naturally unselective, and one
cannot afford to overlook
any point which may lead

to an improvement in

this direction. One differ- W
ence between the circuits

in Figs. 2 and 3 is often
missed. With * leaky-
grid ” detection the grid
return lead is connected
to L.T. positive, but with
the * power-grid” arrange-
ment is returned to L.T.
negative. This does not
mean, of course, that
the grid is biased nega-
tively; as grid voltage
is calculated with respect
to.the cathode (negative

-000IMFO
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effect on the preceding tuned circuit, and
tuning is therefore sharpened. For battery
users an added attraction is the non-
consumption of anode current. We now come
to the one smag which
has restricted its popu-
larity. Used gs a diode
we obtain absolutely no
amplification from the
valve. It is therefore
necessary to use an extra
L.F. stage. It is possible
to incorporate reaction,
but the writer thinks that
anyone who is sufficiently
out for quality to use a
diode, will not tolerate
this. In the normal triode
detector two johs are com-
bined, rectification and
amplification. It must be

The reason for the name will be perfectly
obvious as only two electrodes of the valve
are used, the anode connection heing left
free.  In this scheme the valve is a valve

HE CHOKE

Pt

end of filament in battery
valves), the grid potential
is actually zero.
Diode Rectification

The final method of detection to reccive
our consideration is shown in Fig. 4. It is
not a very popular one, but fully deserves
to be. Itis known as ‘ diode ” rectification.

7 perfectly obvious that the
- 0QOIMFD valve cannot handle both

Fig. 4—A cir‘cuit using ** diode " rectification. %lisigll;;el&e ;r%g?sf;ﬂ]a;
in the true sense of the word. I)eﬂ:ct the diode; it does one job properly
depends on the unilateral conductivity of%?) and we can then follow it by a well-designed
diode. It is absolutely distorfion free and | L.F. stage. 1t is true that two valves are
it is virtually impossible to owerload it. | necessary to replace the usual one, but the
Furthermore, there is little or no loading | results fully justify the extra complication.

N the 14th, 15th and| |
16th day of each month,

| ROUND THE WORLD OF WIRELES

Such signals, transmitted

from this high-power sta-

_
USEFUL CALIBRA-
*TION SIGNALS.!

A

except in cases where the

date coincides with a Sun- 1st Day.

ds}y or holiday, Koénigsjgg, m., 546 kes.
Wusterhausen (Germany)|5535 m., 542 kes.
transmits a series of signals|367.6 m., 538 kes.

66 m., 530 kes.

according to the following |3 2 A T
1574.7 m,, 522 kes.

schedule :—

1 -

tion, will be found very

Time.

2nd Day. 3rd Day. (G.M.T) Signal. | useful for calibrating a wire-
5791 m., 518 kes.| 860.6m., 345 kes. |05.00-05.05|a (-—) |less receiver by plotting a
a2 midn E e e | O e
.8 m. kes., 6.9 m., 273.5 kes. . 5. c{(——") Ilvidua velen wit
1,055.2 m., 284.3 kes. | 1,123.6 m., 267 kos. | 05.45-05.50 | £ (** —-; their (mswa tiez gtcondenser
1,069.0 m., 280.4 kes. | 1,200 m., 250 kes. | 06.00-06.05 | g (— —° e1r pectiv
1,4648 m., 204.8 kes. | 1,339.3 m., 224 kes. | 06.15-06.20 | j (- ———) | readings,

START RIGHT with your
“FURY FOUR”

follow the designer—use

WEARITE

Here is an opportunity to build a really up-to-date receiver
—a real “star’’ performer. But don’t jeopardise its per-
formance by using doubtful parts. The designer has
specified the Wearite H.F.P.A. choke—a most important
link in the chain that means efficiency. H.F.
stability is assured if you follow the designer.
He also specifies the Wearite G.W.C. Switch—
follow him and be certain.

%*THE WEARITE H.F.P.A. CHOKE

A Screened H.F. Choke with armoured pigtail coonection. 4 I
Covers 15-2,500 metres without resonances. Prico -
SWITCH

*THE WEARITE G.W.C.

A sountlly built job with definite
“snap" action—seli-cleaning l I3
contacts. Price

Ty
ave.

DON'T

roper -2 WRIGHT & WEAIRE Ltd.,

S 740. HIGH ROAD, TOTTENHAM, N.17

The Wearite Earth 3[6
Tube, Prive Telephone : Tottenham 8847/5/9.

Q 2214
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Donald P, Marcos, Manazing Director P Cnmm, Edil.or, ¢ Practical’
of Direct, Radio Ltdg, recogmsed by Wircless

4 Practical Wireless® as Offcial I is with extreme confidence that
Kit ‘Distributors for the ¢ Fury I place the Direct Radio ¢ Fury Four *’

beforereaders of'¢ Practical Wireless.”
This is the first time any circuit
has carrled the persona! guarantee
of the Editor, You can build the
4 Fory Four * with complste con-
fidence,”

Foar,”
“Mr. Camm and I know you will
not be disappointed with the “Fury .

DIRECT RADIO
PERSONALI.Y GUARANTEE THE

- FURY FOUR

ﬂli bmlf wﬂh a DIRE

So_confident are that the Direct Radlo “FURY FOuR » is lhe |deal set tor. your Famlly s
entertainment that we give this unconditional Guarantee—Build the ‘ FURY FOUR *’ with a
Direct Rad:o Kit and if you find the slightest cause for complaint, we, in conjunction with ** Practical
Wireless,”” will not consider the purchase completed until we fave made your ** FURY FOUR ™’
operate to your absolute satisfaction free of charps.

DONALD P, MARQUS, managing Director, Direct Radio Ltd.

AND HERE are
the recommended

ACCESSORIES for
your FURY FOUR.

HE RE is t he
‘Guaranteed FURY
FOUR speciﬁcation.

1 Lissen Thrce -gang Coil Umt £ s d. F. J. GAMM, Editor, °‘‘Practical Wireless.”
ty peIéN 162 e 16 soa awun
1 Erie 2-megd! i '\k -
With wirecnds .1+ e 0 1 KIT Model 1 Accessories. €na | REAVitor Permanent Nagoct
].B. Unitone two- gang S et T Battery Trareformer, or 10 monthiy pey-
serecned condenser 0005 (less valves . " T e A L 4% 6 mentsof 8- 310 0
mfd., with discdrive . 018 6 and cabinet) ) . Power Capacity. . yl 0 R & A Bantam Permanent Magnet
1 J.B. Dual Nugang Single Oldham Tn,c 0.50 L.T. Ammm_ Coll Bpeaker with Input Trans-
screened condenser ith or twelve monthly payments lators o . (e it sl I i T o X A7
disc drive .. 0 9 ¢ of ]2/9_ y 1 Slemens JVolt G Batfery -1 0 1 0 M‘}\gnﬁt Bl‘:vfx?ggerle"g;lK'e‘r
1 Ready-Radio. 000230;11(510 Dif- = Pt | Hboumuforsy, S0l i ppi gt Transtormer S 115 0
erential Reaction Condenser ' 20 V !t w " ) fco 8et Tester De-luxe Model 0
1 Varley Pentode Nichoke .. 012 6 KIT Mode' 2 mﬁ;um;n“}um ':)r 12 ezmonth’lry New.RJ1 Qulescent Push Pull
Y Transformer 016 6
1 Erie100,0000hms resistance 0 1 0 paytuent s ot 7/6 . 1410 N BiL G e kv e Redin
2 Eri¢_ 30,000 oll;m resistances 0 2 0 | (with valves £9 " 16 . 9 ﬁ{:g: AT ;;;;*g;ﬂgﬁ',;;*gﬁ;;r pII6 Output_Choke 012 8
1 Eri® 5,000 ohms resistance 0 1 0 . e Bowyer Lowe AED ]\Iuk ll(
4 Erie 1,000 obms resistance 0 4 ¢ | less cabinet) -’ e D i Eliminatoms [ o L R E 110 0
1 Set of B Erie Resistor coup- -] or twelve monthly payments with Trickle Charger, or 12 catame, Copirol b‘p,"ng' T
ling links .. - 0.1 01 4q8 /3. monthisipasiagnisfotis/Es .. 410 0 Motor Automatic Stop.. .. 113 0
1 Pﬁlrdpane‘dnr?cl‘egl a d 00 6 M#ﬁ{}g}@&g';ﬁ;ﬁoﬂrg Collaroc  A.C. Induction Gramo
1 Rea Radio fuse er an . Mot " 21 0
P o1 0| KIT Model 3 Bing Tappings, or 12 montbly | Coliaro Compplete £ A, Gramo
1 Ready ‘Radio Standard SG playing Unit with Induction
Chok 04 6 | (with (valves Specially Recommendeﬂ rotor/ickur n"':h‘l’olumecmg-
1 Read\ Radio 3-pt.switeh .. 0 1 6 . r S Celestion PPN Soundex Permanent rol. Or 12 wonthly payments
ot 7/6 110
1 Ready RadioS.G.H.F.Choke 0 5 6 [ and cabinet) 8. T raa ]| -1 Type Rndlogr‘.m cnmm
1 Kinva. standard screened or twelve monthl ayments wn PMe Sevan I in Walnut o . 3100
H.F.Choke .. 0 2 9 f 20/ ¥ pay moving coﬂ;:prel.rx‘;erc wlth Inp;t Extra s‘!ema|
2 Dubilier l—glgt:i 31CT Con- o E% o — Traneformer .. 2 0 Two Matched Celestion PPM
deusert}pe Epoch Twentieth Century pers " Soundex 8peakers. Mounted on
3 Dubilier 1-mid. Condenser t t vil it New Type doubl ked non-
bype BE. o s o | KIT Model 4 e TR 135 0 | moset” o L
5 - g ! 1t oD arra minates boom-
2 Dubilier 000" mfd Con (\Vlth £ 159 " Fury TFour ll;l.:'.}'ﬂet movlng co\l;erg};gker irl;;',ncﬁgtng:ln;. and d?mcﬂnnal
dense“type 665 : 010 7, 1 Cabi with Input Transformer 219 6 effects and gives wondertully
1 Dubil’er 000“—mfd Con' “ a'ant Cf)nSO ette inet W.B. PM2 Perinanent Mngnef lifelike reproductions. Bultable
1 ‘I.‘/eengstgeogg%hrﬁ Poten- . 0 0 6 ! and Celestion PPM Soundex Moving Cous;w;;nr with Input fo sy battery grnt:::cn!j drli);;n
W ) P 4 ransiormer, or mon - recelvi r o
bicmatdy 03 0 Permészlnt Magnet MOV‘ mentoof B e . 4 5 0 ments of 8/6 S )
1 Sovereign .0003-mfd. Preser ng 1 LTI
condenser . 01 3 Speaker
Ready Radio '3/1 ratio L, COMPLETE GATALOGUE OF ALL SETS, ACCESS-
b TranSformer ! 0 8 6 | or twelve monthly pa.yments J
2 Daling Lee _‘\_Vander puss | of 24/6. ORIES AND GADGETS - PRICE 1/- POST FREE
3 Chx'-sub -baseboard valve
holders 4-pin 02 0 T0
1 Chl:l sub- i)aseboard valve homd CUSTOMERS
holder, 6- -
1 ]}3%"“:& 133: 4-way Battery 3y OVERSEAS.
Cord . ialise i
i BcllmgLeetermmal mounts 01 6 e - gecialisegin
6 Belling Lee  terminals Radio for Export.
A.EPU,LS. +,L4S.— .. 0 1 3 | Goods to your
1 gexl-‘mg(il ?am‘a_ll %6 x & ] exact specification
rilled to specification " -
1 Drilled and foil covered are very caretully
basehoard 10”x 10 % %, and packed and in-
2side Strips10"x 2 0 4 0 | sured, all charges
1 ll?uect Réd‘;o“159 "““l‘; bore B forward. Terms :
our '’ Cabinet in Walnu' :
4 Valves to specification .. 217 6 gt mt_h e
Connectmg Wire, Screws, l'le‘: or deposit one- 5
eI kel 1 50 B OR .
uo 17 9 Batance 6.0,D.
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OTHER PECPLE’S OPINIONS —

- My RKit’ arrived safely yesterday.
1 did not erpest’ sueh early ‘delivery.
I am delighted with the results.”-~4. K.,
Hirminghan.

* Please accept my thanks for your
prompt attentign to.my order...Every-
thing arrived in. perfeet condition.”—
M. P, Edinburgh.

" May I warmly compliment you on
your high qualily of all conponenis
supplied. You hace truly sen a

Public for something bolter)'—H, 8.,
Carlcton, near Blackpuol.

“ I am very pleased indeed with the
Kit, which arriced in perfect condition,
thanks lo -your wonderful packing.”—
M. W., Yorks.

“ What service! 2 days ajter order
sent Kit recetved i porfect condition,
Your assembling instructions were mist
helpful.”~-T. K., Brighton,

(The original unsolicited lestimonials

demand by the wireless  constructing wmay be ingpected at our officcs.)

THE BEST OF ALL THREE

VALVERS—DIRECT RADIO

SELECTONE KIT DE-

SCRIBED IN PRACTICAL

WIRELESS, JANUARY T7th
& 14th.

Kit 1. £4 2 0 12 monthly payments of 8/- | Whydenyyour family the pleasure of listening to the World’s Radio programmes
: until father or the family wireless expert comes home? Let them choose the

Kit2. £6 4 9 12 monthly payments of 10/- programmes themselves all day. Give them the Direct Radio Fury Four—

Kit3. £6 4 9 12 monihly payments of 11/6 simple to build—simple to tune,—no freakish controls. Foreign programmes
1 galore—one at a time without interference or distortion—inexpensive—in fact,

Kita. £8 7 6 12 monthly payments of 15/6 | the ideal set. Backed by the Editor of “Practical Wireless” and the famous

reputation of Direct Radio of the Borough.
Wise

Spending — Discriminating OFFICIAL DEMONSTRATION
Set Builders Insist Upon Direct

The “FURY FOUR,” in conjunction with “Practical
Wireless,” will be demonstrated daily at 159,
Borough High Street, London Bridge, S.E.1.
Come and hear the amazing results for yourself.

SENSATIONAL KIT BARGAINS!

DIRECT RADIO THREE-VALVE, detector, BRITAIN'S SUPER KIT. Complete kit of all EXTENSER CONDENSER, .0005 mid., slow
two L.F, circuit, complete kit of components, specified components. £4/12/6. A five- motion. List price 14/, Sale Price 9/t1.
15/-. An easily built three-valve receiver, valve, super-heterodyne receiver, best super-
giving huge volume on local stations, and het ever designed, full instructions and blue-
many foreigners, print with each kit,

DIRECT RADIO ALL-WAVE KIT, 21/6. A
three-valve kit covering ultra-short, medium

Radio’s Specifications

CCSSOR THREE-VALVE BATTERY MODEL
KITS without valves £4/16/0. Sale Price

COSMIC COIL UNIT, comprising dual-range £3/3f0

and long wavebands. Wonderful world- coil and short-wave ccil and one base, Suit-

wide reception. with excellent volume and able for converting any set to all-wave type. RADIO FOR THE MILLION BATTERY SETS,

quality. List price 12/6. Our Prire 4/11. £3/18/6. Our Price £2/10/0.

Cash, C.0.D., and Easy Payment Order Form

To Direct Radio Ltd., 159, Borough High Street, London, S.E.1,

Please dispatch to me at once the following goods......... 0 SR o
.......................................................... oo d
(a) I enclose Cross out line

for whkich (b) I will pay on delivery not applicable

(c) T enclose first payment of

NAME i i mioe et stasentatsnssnnsiosrissssnssones

chatrasesenn

ADDRESS ..ievevseesiiiiaencorns Cerseieeieaies

LONDON BRIDGE S.E.I

BeBREBUNISENERENEERARINE naues LITTTTTTIN
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COMMENTS ON

COMPONENTS

‘“ BROADCASTER " TRADE ANNUAL
THE gervice man, wireless set repairer, or kcen

experimenter will find this book a, most handy
reference volume to keep on the Yrookshelves. In
addition to a complete Directory divided into classes
of components and sets, there is a list of Trade Names,
list of products, supplies, and a list of wholesalers.
The techuical section eontains a list of the supply
voltages for ‘the majority of the towns in England,
and complete formula for alt wireleas purposes. Radio
scrvicing receives over a dozen. pages, exrplaining
methods of fankt finding and testing-- A% 5s., this is
a valuable volume which should and undoubtediy will
find a ready market,

LEWCOS CONDENSERS
E are advised that the well-known Lewcondcnsers,
Tyre O and W, have been reduced in price
from 2z, to 1s. 6d.

1GRANIC TRANSFORMER
HERE space i3 a consideration, a small trans-
former becomes an essefitial itenyin the recsiver.
There are several difficulties, however, m the design
‘of ‘an_efficient tramsformner of small dimensions, but
the Tgranic .is. certai a miniature masterplece.
The dimensioms'are 220, by 1iin, by 1%in., and the
wejght only 6loz. In’spite af this, however, the
primary inductance is over 60 henries, 1t is stated
that the eore is of a new material, and that the iron
clreuit is 5o small that the stray field round the trans-
former is almost negligible, The result of this is that
two of these transformers may be mounted close
together without interaction. It Is also stated that
no earthing of the core is necessary. Fitted with a
brown moulded bakelite case, this transformer fs
obtainable in two ratios, 3 to 1 or 5 to 1, and the
price 15 in eachedse the Bame, nimely, 10:.6d. A
really excellent product.

WATES DISTANCE SWITCH

article hay already been written in these pages |

N
A explaining the advantages of remote control,
and the Wates swilch wasiillustrated therein. This
werks by means of & solenold and a toothed wheel.
An armature is disposed inside the solenoid, and a
small floger is held by a weak spring agminst the
toothed wheel. This is provided with a small com-
matator having four brass segments and four ebenite
segments. Two spring contacts bear against .this
cotumutator, and when a current Is passed through
the solenoid the armature is drawn up and thereby
eanses the finzer to engage behind one -tooth of the
toothed wheel. This rotates the commutator a

quarter of a revolution and alterpately brings the"

brass segment or the ebonite sezment: against the
spring contacts. The eontacts are provided vith two
terminale; and two additional terminals are provided
for the battery to operate the solenoid. By employ-
in% an extended lead from these latter ‘terminals
ond connecting push switches in thesc leads, the solenoid

may be oPerntqd from a distance. The gwrrent taken *

was found to be about .8 of an amp, but as it is only
necessary to press the button for an Instant to make
th¢ comnmtator make the pecessary connection, a
dry battery may be uscd for_the purpose, and will
lagt quite a long time. Thiz point must be borne
in mind when using the.switch, and the Lutton must
only ‘be pushed for an instant, just snfficient to bring
the" relay into operation. The switch Is jnserted
in ‘either the low-tension lead or one of the mains

leads, and the two terminals nre completely isolated-

from the terviinals uséd for.the distant switches, so
that the apparatus may be employed with a mains
set in perfect safety, The price of the switch is 9s. 6d.,
and it will e fouud a verv usefnl deviece for remote
control, an article on which appeared in a recent
issue of PRACTICAL WIRELESS.

$.G. ANODE CONNECTOR
HEN a metallized 8.G. salve is employed, the:
metal coating Is joined to H.T. negative (earth).
The flexible lead which is joined to_the terminal on the
valve is joined to H.T. positive, and therefore, if this
lead comes into contact with the metal coating, the

H.T. sopply I3 short-
circuited. The usual
method of employing a
metal spade at the end
of the flexible lead for
connection often leads to
this trouble, but the Bel-
Iing-Lee special connector
avoids the difficulty, and
also enables the connection
to be made very easily.
It consists of two parts, a socket and a plug, all ebonite
coated. The socket portion is attached to the screw
of the 8.G. anode terminal, and the socket is attached
to the Blex. All that is necessary to make connection
is to fit the socket over the plug. This ingenious and
useful accessory only costs 4d., and for those who
object to even this expense, a cheaper model is made
ot 2d. This has the socket part serewed under the
8.G. terminal and plugs in sideways. The ingenious
experimenter will find many other uses for this litth
component. y

CELESTION REETONE SPEAKERS
HEN it is desired to get a really ideal
output, with correctlg balanced repro-
duction of the highest and the lowest note,
the new type of dual speakers will bo found
invaluable. It is asking rather a lot of one
diaphragin to respond to, say, a 30 cycle -
organ note with the same accuracy as a 4,000 cycle
note. The dual-matched speaker has, therefore, been
introduced, and coosists of a large metal chassis
earrying two lond-speakers of differcat sizes. The
illustration Lelow shows the Celestion assembly, with
the small speaker at onc end and the Iarge one occu-
pying the r inder of the chassi liach speaker is
of the permanent magnét type, and has its gwn input
transformer. In addition, a set of sockets and plugs
enables varying degrces of tone to be obtained, The
small speaker deals with the higher notes in the
musical scale, and the large speaker handles the bass
notes, and with the addition of the plug and socket
arcangement it is possible to get a wonderfully realistic
tone. _ Of course, a baflle is essential with the asscmbly,
and this should be cut to take the complete asserbly,
and a larger fretted frout may then be attached over
the baffte to hide the rather odd-shaped cat-out.

" Onp test, it was found that the speaker would handle

a really heavy signal (of the order of 3 to 4 watts)
and was just as satisfactory on a smal! input of 800
milll-watts. The complete absence of boom was one
of the principal features which was noticed, and the
brilliance on violins, speech, and such items as cymbals
and similar nolses was very pleasing. Although
there arc two complete foud-speakers, the price of the

S
The Celestion Ryctonc Dual Speaker

complete assembly is only 24 53, and there arc three
distinct nodels available. Ouae employs fwo perma-

* nent magnets, one consists of two encrgized field wind-
ings, and the remaining model atllizes one of each type.
The priee is tho same in cach case.
Celestion, Ltd.

The makers are

MELBOURNE SWITCHES
HE switch illustrated

is one of the novel
components manufactured
by the Meibourne Radio
Supply Compauy. The itus-
tration shows the internal
comstruction of this rotary
switch, from which the.
mechanism is clearly seen.
The outer casing of the

The Melbourne Rotarg on-off swilch.

swjtch consists of an ebonite box with terminals attached
to the sides. - The end of the terminal inside the bhox
is recessed with a small hollow, and the operating
knob of the switch is attached to a solid picce of ebonite,
which just makes a nice fit inside the box. A hole is
drilled through this solid piece, and through this is
fitted a spring with a solid brass pin at each end of the
spring. When the assembly is pat together, the small
brass pins-are forced against the inmer wall of the
switch by the spring sud .engage in the®recessed base

L of the terminals. There is thus a defluite position

for the switch in each position, and this may be feit
when rotating the switch knob and a definite click
may also be heard. A fan-shaped indicating plate is
provided, and the switch is obtainable In either “ Or-
Off,” or * Radio-Gram " lettering.

The Ob-Off switch costs 1s, 6d., and the Radio-Gram
switch costs Is. 9d., in ¢lther black or brown.

SOVEREIGN SKYHAWK 5.6.3.
IN a leaflet just to hand from Sovereign Prodncts,
Ltd., a blueprint is given of the Sovereign Sky-
hawk 8.G.3, an efficient and cconomical three-valver
(8.G., Detector, and Power valve). The cost of
building this uscful set, chiefly using Sovereign
Components is a little over £2, exclusive of valves
and batterics. Hints on bnilding
the set arc given in the leaflet, a
copy of which ean be had free
on application to Sovereign Pro-
ducts, Ltd., Sovereign House,
Rosebery Avenue, London, E.C.1.

TWO SPLENDID SIXPENNY
HANDBQOKXS

EADERS who wish to obtain a

reliable source of information
regarding the construction of all
types of wireless receivers, from a
erystal set upwards, should obtain
* Make Your Own Wireless 8ot *
and * Modern Wireless Sets and
How to Make Them.” cach cost-
ing 6d. and containing 80 pages
of wirlng diagrams and lucid text
relating to the construction of the
very latest receivers. Full lists of
components are given in every

case. Both volumes are by F. J.
Camm, and are obtainable for
73d. each post free from Geo.

Newnes, Ltd., 8-11, Southampton
Street, Strand, London, W.0.2,

ARE YOU COLLECTING
OUR DATA SHEETS?

Yes? Then you should
reserve our Self-Binder.
See details on page 884,
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FURY FOUR

SoV EREIGy
¢ ~00l=-0002" ¢
Conp g nSER

EVERYTHIKG RECEIVED ON

THIS SUPER SET MUST PASS
THROUGH THE PRE-SET CONDENSER
The firet component in the circuit, it is vitally

nocessry for the preset condener Lo be the THAT 1S WHY
e e seturate. el made, ang renavte. hat S OVEREIGN
o Lo

as specl‘fﬁedf%rsthe‘FuryFourygoéts l 3 WAS cHOSEN

Use Sovcreign wherever
you can for efficiency.
Send for the Sovereign
Components Catalogue &
Blueprints FREE from

Dept. Pr.W.,
SOVEREIGN PRODUCTS

D.
SOVEREIGN HOUSE,
ROSEBERY AVENUE,
LONDON, E.C.1.

<
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COMPONENT FOR

RECEIVER _

“GOLTONE”
SCREENED
DUAL - RANGE
COILS

For modern receiver designs, fkoss
4 Qoltors * units will meet all re-
quirements, Made in 5§ tyres lo sait
every modern circuit.
MATCHINGS-—Special atiention has
been glven to this point to ensure
successful ganging. The maxi.
mum permiseible variation is 4
1 per cent., although the averaze
i3 rarely more than .B per cen',
ALL UNITS BUAL-RANGE.
Tspe GGR~—Tuned prid with seraralc
reaction and aerial tap. A popular
unit for all purpases.
Type GGO—Tuned grid with reaction
and alternative aeriai taps.
Type GGC—Bpecial Aerial cult with
three tappings, aliowing various
degrees of selectivity, No reaction.

“ PRACTICAL WIRELESS »
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EVERY

Type GBA—Band-pass aerial coil with Frice tor
coupling winding. ALL TYPE3
Tyre GBS—Band-pass secondary
coil with separate coupling winding.
Obtainable from all First-Class Ralio
Btores. Refuse Bubstitutes—it any
difticulty, write direct. EACH.

\
Ward
PENDLETON

y ::tg._(_ MANCHESTER [_T;!_’

Two fo
with nq
descripti

Goldsfona=

FREE'

@® Cives extremely fine tuning.  Similar in con-
struction to the J. B. *“NUCANG" Condensers, but
the trimmer of front section is operated
independently from the receiver panel by
means of a second knob concentric with the main
tuning knob. Rigid one piece thassis, very robust
construction. Trimmer to each stage. Heavy
gauge wide spaced aluminium vanes. Special
bearings {o rotor ensure permanent

accuracy. Capacity .0005.

Matched to within 3 mmfd. plus } per cent.
Complete with disc drive and bakelite escutcheon plate,
2 gang - 18/6 3 gang - 27-.

PRECISION

»,
Py o
Write for, Complete Catalogue.

Telephone-: Hop 1887.

MENTS

Advertisement of Jackson Bros. (London) Ltd., 72, St. Thomas Street, London, S.E.l.
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Why it is SPEC|F|ED
the

‘FURY
FOUR’

fOI"

The new

'MANSFIELD
MAGNETIC
SYSTEM

1s a momentous thing—it gives greater power
from a smaller magnet. It makes possible in
a moderate priced moving-coil speaker a perform-
ance at least equal to very high priced instruments.
It allows the use of a heavy steel framework
without magnetic loss ; the * Mansfield ” magnet
cannot lose its magnetism. The magnetic flux
is concentrated where the work is done instead
of being diffused over the whole system. The
magnet is 30 per cent. more efficient than good
cobalt steel of same weight and 10 per cent.
more efficient than chrome sicel of three times
the weight. Write for leaflets and HEAR
it at your dealers; you will be AMAZED.

4 N

** Mansfield  Senior
PM 4 Chassis, 42/-
tapped

complete with
transformer.

Handsome €abinet  in
Oal; to suit 25/-.

“MANSFIELD ”
Permanent Magnet
Moving-Coil
SPEAKERS

PM 4 Cabinet -

A revolutionary development

“ mmM.ﬂ“ bl .h | |m Bl R

Whiteley Electrical Radio Co., Ltd., Dept. E, Radio Works, Mansfield, Notts.
Irish Free State Distributors : Kelly and Shiel, Ltd,, 47, Fleet Street, Dublin,

"

/

lutic
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ESTING LOUD- SPEAKERS i

1oL

THE majority of beginners usually

have a loud-speaker of the moving-

iron variety, and there arc several
quite simple tests which may be carried
out to test the frequeney response, sen-
sitivity and other features of this type of
speaker. The most important feature of
any speaker is its frequency response curve,
and this can really only be satisfactorily
tested by connecting the speakcr to a fitst-
class amplifier- which is joined to a gramo-
phone pick-up, the whole used in con-
junction with constant frequency records.
Of course, it is of no use testing tho really
low notes on this type of speaker, as the
radiation falls off appreciably when below
80 cycles.

Faults

‘There are two principal faults which can
arise in the moving-iron type of speaker,
and these are electrical or mechanical.
As the operating mechanism of this type of
speaker is a magnet and armature, the
obvious faults arc short-circuits due to
the insulation becoming worn away
from the connecting leads, or metal filings,
or similar material across the input termi-
nals. This will result in complete cessation
of signals. Leakage from the coil wind-
ings to the frame will result in a greatly
decreased output, the strength depending
upon the actual leakage. If the windings
are only partially shorting, due to faulty
insulation, scraping and seratching noises
will be caused when the speaker is in opera-
tion, and by gripping the unit tightly in
the hand this will be decreased. The
impedance -of the loud-speaker (as distinct
from the D.C. resistance) will also vary the
strength of the reproduced signals, and this
factor should be borne in mind when a
speaker is first connected up and fails to
give complete satisfaction. Especially is
this the case when a pentode is employed
in the last stage of the receiver, with no
compensating output circuit.

Mechanical Faults

Under this heading there are quite a
number of troubles which can mar the re-
production. First and forcmost is the
rattle caused by loose nuts. - The cone
attachment in the apex of the conc may
work loose after constant usc, and this
results in a peculiar form of ““ dither >’ which
stops if the cone is lightly pressed with the
finger tips just round the cone attachment.
Looseness of the’ clamping nuts of the
speaker casing results in a metallic rattle
which is most noticcable when toud signals
are being handled, or very low notes are
being reproduced. Sometimes the material
which surrounds the periphery of the cone
becomes distorted, due to awvmospheric
conditions, and this results in the cone
twisting as it is driven backwards and for-
wards by the armature., The only cure for
trouble of this sort is, of course, a new
diaphragm surround, and this shoukl
grcferab]_v be of leather and not rubber.
Special thin leather is obtainable for the
purpose and this lasts much longer than
rubber, and is not so susceptible to rotting.

Cabinet and Baffle Troubles

Very often rattling and other noises
may be caused by sources outside the actual
speaker. These are due principally to
insecure mounting to baffle boards, or
locse joints or screiws in the speaker cabinet.
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ONSEQUENT upon the opening of
the new Empire Transmitter at
Daventry, short-wave reception is

becoming increasingly popular. Many
amateurs are building short-wave sets,
and it is not urﬂikely that in the near
future even domestic receivers will be
designed to work on wavelengths down to
15 metres or so. In the past a short-
wave set has been looked upon as rather a
special instrument intended only for the
more advanced experimenter. As a result,
sets of this type were made in somewhat
“rakish” form and were fitted with
numerous ‘ gadgets® and controls which,
in themselves, were sufficient to scare the
average listener away from short waves.
But these things are rapidly changing,
and a short-wave roceiver is beginning
to look more and more like the broad-
cast set. Partly as a result of this,
and partly because the number of S.W.
stations giving out interesting pro-
grammes is quickly growing, the ordinary
constructor 18 giving morc attention to
short-wave work. This is all to the good
and the change will lead to greater sim-
plicity of design and operation. Already
the use of plucr in coils is becoming a thing
of the past just as it did in respect to
broadcast receivers a few years ago. Thus
two or three manufacturers have put on
the market dual—and triple—range S.W.
tuners which arc very efficientiand help to
simplify construction very considerably.
But up to now (so far as I am aware)
no constructional details have been given
in the Press rega,rdmg tuners of the latter
type and it is for this reason that I am
writing the present article.

12—70 Metres
The threc-range tuner of which particu-

lars are given in Fig. 1 will cover the wave- |

lengths of from apploxunatelv 12 to 70
metres when tuned by a .0002 mfd. con-
denser. This range is a very wide one, of
course, representing a frequency range of
from 25,000 kilocycles to 4,250 kilocycles,
and so it is divided into three portions,
which give approximately 12 to 20,
18 to 38 and 35 to 70 metres respectively.
It will be seen that the bands overlap
slightly and thus permit of an unbroken
tuning range from the lowest to the highest
wavelength.

The change-over from ‘one wavelength
to another is effected by means of two
ordinary push-pull switches which each
short-cireuit a portion of the tuned winding.
Reaction is provided, and by dividing the
reaction winding into two parts, situated
one at each end of the tuned winding, a
more or less uniform degree of reaction
coupling is obtained over the full tuning
range.

Making a Triple-range
Short-wave Tuner

i
i
1

®

Parts Required
The few materials required to make the
tuner are :—
One, 3} inch length of six-ribbed
ebonite coil former, 1}ins. diameter.
(The diameter is measured oufside
the ribs.)
Six, 6 B.A. terminals.
Six feet, 18 gauge enamelled wire.
Six feet, 26 gauge enamelled wire.

Construction

First of all drill six {in. holes around one
end of the ebonite former and securely fix
the terminals into them. Next make a pair
of 1/16in. holes about }in. away from the
‘“ terminal ” end of the former, and anchor
one end of the thinner wire in these, leaving
a couple of inches of wire projecting inside

€ /ﬁé 14

JYUR S HORT- \VA\\/ il
N ECTION

The method
of anchoring the wire is to pass the end
through one hole, back through the other
and back to the inside again through the

the tube for later connection.

first. Now wind on four turns, cut off the
wire and secure the end by passing it
through another pair of holes made in a
suitable position.

Leave a spacc of about 3/16in., and
then make another pair of holes (about
3in. this time) for securing the end of the
thicker wire. Fix the end of the 18
gauge wire in these and wind on two turns
before making a looped tapping as shown
in a detail on Fig. 1. Pass the loop through
a jin. hole in the former and continue
to wind on another three turns; make
another loop and then put on the remaining
seven turns, Terminate the winding by
passing the wirc through another pair
of holes as at the beginning. It will be
seen from Fig. 1 that all the turns of thicker
wire are spaced by about the thickness of
the wirc ; the spacing increases the tuner’s

{Continued on page 908.)
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Fig. 1.—Constructional details of the short-wave luner
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Two of the

in
He HIRYS4

Only the best is good enough for this epoch-making
set, which every enthusiast will build. These fine
LOTUS Condensers, the Single Unit and Twin, are
specially chosen by the Designer, as LOTUS
Guaranteed Components invariably have been
chosen by the Leading Set Designers for many
e sure of success with LOTUS 1

'""'m'"n_nnuIﬂﬂﬂflmnum...nmrmummnummm.ummuuuuuumm.,,ﬂmznﬂ%ﬁW

JL e
s

[

SINGLE UNIT
CONDENSER

SPECIAL F EATURES
Fxfeedoin from Rotor endplay.

Matching accurate to within t1 of
19%. The maintenance of matching
limits is ensured by the Diecast
assembly of rotor and stator vanes.

Freedom from condenser micro-
phony, due to the great rigidity se~
cured by diecasting.

High capacity variation, the total
variation being 500 m.m.f. °

Precision of vane spacing.

Law losses due to use of high quality
DRIVE

bakelite.
TYPE P.C.1 96

=

DISC
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OTHER LOTUS €0MPONENT§

SUITABLE FOR INCLUSION IN THE “FURY 4”

0003 Direct Drive Condenser, on 150072000 metre wave
Type KC3, Price 3'6. band type R.F.C.1. Price 26.
Output Choke 20 Henri type L.F. Transformer No. 1. A.T.

D.C.1. Price 5'6: 13, ratio 3-1. DPrice 5’6.

Universal Switch U.S.3. Price
1’6.
R.F. Choke designed to work

2 GANG
(ONDENSER

with similar specifi~
cation to the Single
Unit Condenser.

= e R WITH
1%\ ,.“:1 @\ Dpisc
 F ()| DRIVE

TYPE P.C2

PR. 28-1-33.
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a Feaction Condr.
*000/85 MFD..

Fig. 2—Diagram showing how the tuner should be connected up.

(Continued from poge 905.)

efficiency by lowering its sclf eapacity. To
prevent the turns from slipping, a good
tension should be kept on the wire whilst
winding. ~ Lastly put on the other portion
(seven turns) of the reaction winding,
leaving a space of 5/16in. between it and
the lower end of the tuned winding. To fix
the turns.more securely in position they
should be given a coat of shellac varnish.

And now all the tappings must be
soldered to their proper terminals. Before
doing this cut them to such lengths that
they will just rcach the terminals, and
scrape the ends baro. If it is necessary
to cut any wirc off the loops make sure
that both sidea are soldered to the terminal,
bocause if this is not done the continuity
of the winding will, be broken. The
proper terminal connections are shown
diagrammatically in Fig. 1 and the relative
positions of the terminals are clearly shown
in Fig. 2. Notice that the two halves
of the reaction winding are joined in geries
by soldering the end of the upper winding
to the beginning of the lower one.

The simplest way to attach the tuner to

the baseboard of the set is shown in Fig. 1;
a wooden disc is made to fit tightly into
the ebonite former and is secured to tke
baseboard by means of a screw.

Using the Tuner

tuner is very suitable for use in the
aerial circuit of any short-wave set, adaptor
or_converter, and in each case the connec-
tions will be as shown in Fig. 2. Suitable
values for the more important components
are also shown in ‘the latter figure, and
these should be adhered to with fair
accuracy. The .0001 mfd. pre-set series
aerial condenser is a necessity and prevents
damping of the tuned circuit by the aerial
load. If it were omitted it would in most
cases be impossible to obtain oscillation.
Its optimum setting will depend to some
extent upon the length and capacity of the
aerial employed as well as the wavelength
range in use. I do not say that it will have
to be adjusted each time a change is made
from one wavelength range to another, but
very often it will be found that improved
reception of certain stations will result
from -a slight and. careful adjustment.

Both wavechange switches are of the normal
two-spring push-pull type, but it is im-
portant that good ones should be used
because if the contacts are not perfect
they will give rise to crackling sounds.

‘When both switch knobs are pushed in
the highest wavelength range (35 to 70
metres) is obtained ; by pulling out switch
“B” the range is from 18 to 38 metres,
and when both switehes are pulled out the
tuner works on the very lowest range. The
capacities of tuning and reaction condensers
are shown to be .0002 mfd. and .00015 mfd.
respectively. These values are most
suitable, but they might be incrcased to
0003 mfd. and .0002 mfd., or reduced to
00015 mfd. and .0001 mfd. without affect-
ing efficiency to any marked extent. Both
condensers should be good ones designed
especially for short-wave work, and it is
desirable (from the peint of view of casy
tuning) that the tuning condenser at least
should be provided with a vernier control.
The H.F. Choke should, of course, be a
special short-wave one and not of the
ordinary type intended for a broadeast
receiver.

N enthusiastic listener who lives
near mo complained recently of the
high cost of running his set, a state-

ment I eould not understand, as it was an
ordinary three valver, 8.G., det. L.F.,
battery operated, and commercially built.
The trouble appeared to be in the high
tension supply. My friend - hadn’t the
mains in his house, and it seems he found
it necessary to buy a new high tension
battery every month or so. Granted he/
used the set considerably, say, four or
more hours every night, he still felt his
high tension was costing him too much,
and when I went round one evening he
happened to be in the act of fitting a new
battery. It is true his grid bias battery

was not above reproach, and he had mno |

idea that the plug had to be changed to
different value according to the state of |
the H.T., but the real trouble was in the
set itself. It was one of those cheap sets

THE NEED FOR
DE-COUPLING.

I found that when the old H.T. battery
was connected to the set low-frequency
instability was taking place and setting
up the usual howls due to the back-coupling
" of.the battery which obviously had devel-
oped a high internal resistance.  On testing
with the voltmeter, however, I found that
the voltage drop was at the very outside
not.more than 20 per cent., so that my
friend had been throwing away more or
less good batteries on account of these
howls. To: cut a long story short I took
around a!2 mfd. fixed condenser, and placed
~this aeross the H.T. terminals, when the
set worked. perfectly.

I

sold at barely the price of the parts, and

This brings me to what I set out to say,

that certain manufacturers who think in
terms of price only—and perhaps the
customer is partly to blame also—too
frequently omit any de-eoupling arrange-
ments on hattery sets on a price basis.
It is as penny-wise-and-pound-foolish as
buying H.T. batteries of too small a
capacity, and does radio harm through
making it a more expensive pursuit than it
actually is. A few shillings spent on a
fixed condenser or two will often save the
set-owner much more than this in battery
replaccments, and if you know of any non-
technical. listeners who are in similar
difficulties, or at all likely to be on account
of the design of their set, I should like you
to feel it your duty to help them all you
can. Only by people getting the very best
results will radio become even more
popular, and it is the duty of all of us who
have the technical knowledge. to help the
novices understand the working of their
sets,—DETECTOR.
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N Europe alone to-day there are roughly
230 broadcasting transmitters operat-
ing in twenty-eight different countrics.

You may take it that the average listener,
gitting at his receiver, even only a modest
three-valver of modern construction—
may easily tune in from forty to fifty
transmissions in the course of an evening’s
tour of the ether, and during this period
he may hear a dozen different languages
—if not more. In the course of a week,
I receive a number of inquiries in which
correspondents anxious to identify a
transmission state very vaguely that
“ the announcer spoke in French or Spanssh ;
possibly German or Czech.” To the British
listener who only knows his Mother
tongue, all other languages arc classed
under one heading, namely, foreign—a
delightfully vague term. Admittedly, it is
not easy to identify your captures unless
you have some idca of French, German,
Spanish, Danish, Czech, and so on, but
the problem is not so difficult to solve
as might appear at the outset. It is to
assist listeners so puzzled that this article
has been written. The first step to take
if, when twirling the condenser dial, you
happen to pick up one of these mystery
broadcasts is to ascertain roughly—or
better still, aceurately, if you can do so—
the wavelength on which the transmission

) - By J.
is made. Little experience will be required
to know in which waveband the broad-
cast falls, namely, whether between 200
and 550 metres, or whether above 1,000
metres. As there is a much greater number
of transmitters in the medium wave-
band, a morec precise estimate of wave-
length will be required. It is to be pre-
sumed that you have already logged some
stations—perhaps B.B.C. broadcasters—
with their respective condenser readings ;
if so they will supply the necessary land-
marks to establish this valuation.

Establishing the Wavelength

Is the mystery station tuned in at a
point somewhere between two such known
transmitters as, say, above London National
and below London Regional, or roughly
midway between Midland Regional and
Brussels 7 The reply to such a question
will give you to some cxtent the data
required, it will tell you that the station
you are trying to identify is opcrating
between so-and-so and so-and.-so metres.
By this method you have narrowed down
your search to a definite portion of the
waveband. Another and more accurate
way of establishing the wavelength is by
plotting a graph ; it is quite an easy matter,
but space will not permit me to describe
the method in this article. Now, for the
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question of language, interval signal or
other peculiarity by which the broadcast
may be definitely recognized. You must,
however, bear in mind one important
point; it is that, as in Great Britain,
most of the main continental stations
relay their programmed to smaller trans-
mitters for local re-broadcast and, con-
sequently, when such an interchange
is taking place you may not receive tho
actual call of the station heard, but that
of the main studio which is feeding it.
As an example, take Nurnberg (239 m.)
from which, at most hours of the day,
you will pick up the call of Munich (532
metres). You could not mistake the former
for the latter in view of thcir difference
in wavelength. In the same way, on inter-
national nights, a concert emanating from,
say, Vienna or Berlin, might be received
through Warsaw, Prague, Beromunster,
Brussels, and a number of other cities
taking the relay. Switzerland, for instance,
frequently links up with Vienna or Munich,
Oslo with Copenhagen, and so on, but
this will not mislead you if you narrow
down your search, as already explained.
to a relatively small portion of the wave-
band.  Moreover, - the published pro-
grammes in such a paper as World- Radio
will give you the information as to the
(Continued on page 910.)
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new model you faney.
Complete transaction executed by mail.

exchange offer, enclosing 1}d. stamp, naming your old set and the
A FREE QUOTATION WILL FOLLOW.

FREE-—Wireless Set to introduce the Radialaddin Club.
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g “ NEW RADIOS FOR OLD " =~
B AND A HAPPY NEW RADIO YEAR

if you remember that

EVERY MAKE OF SET, KIT

RADIALADDIN, Limited,

THE LARGEST RADIO EXCHANGE IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.
(Dept. P.R.), 46, Brewer Street, London, W.1. "Phone : Gerrard 4055. W
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OR RADIOGRAM SUPPLIED
Visit Qur Showrooms

EPERSERCES CENERNNEN

All Aboard the Magic Carpet

At the touch of a knob, Wireless, the Modern Magic Carpet,
transports you where you will. But you will enjoy the nightly
“ yoyage "’ through space vastly more if you know more about
the whys and the wherefores.

Ralph Stranger, the popular exponent of Wireless, takes you
behind the scencs and explains with lucidity and humour every-
thing you want to know from the theory of Radio torthe mystery
of a Broadcasting studio, and the prospects of Radio Engincering

as a calling.
WIRELESS,
MODERN MAGIC CARPET

By RALPH STRANGER 3 ’ 6

Oblainable at all Booksellers, or §ast Jree 319 from George
Newnes, Lid., 8-11, Southampton St., Strand, London, W.C.2,

THE

APPEARANCE
and PERFORMANCE [

Convert Your set with this Cabinet.
The Camco * Waverley > a handsoms Oak cabinet,
for couverting your set into a modern Radio-
Gram. Wonderful acoustical properties, Complete
with Motor Board, Baflleboard and Shelf,
QGak : £6. 10. 0. Mahogany : £6. 15. 0. For Osram
Four or with polished Woodcn Panel, 4/- extra.
See this cabinet at our showroom and send for
FREE Camco Cabinet Catalogue giving particulars
of the complete range.

Carrington Manufacturing

0. Lid.,
Showroom : 24, Hatton Gardew,
Londor, E.C.1.
) Phone : Holborn 8202.
Works : South Croydon.
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INSIST ON

DUBILIER

23 CONDENSERS
AND RESISTANCES
FOR YOUR .

“'FURY FOUR'

Yet another triumph for Dubilier! * Practical Wireless”
have chosen exclusively eight Dubilier Fixed Condensers
for their latest circuit—the Fury Four. Here is re-
markable testimony to the overwhelming - superiority
of Dubilier Products. The reason for this unbiased
cheice is obvious—* Practical Wireless ”” know the
merit of Dubilier, and know that the quality of the
Condensers and Resistances is'indisputable.

Whenever compbnents of the highest efficiency are
required—then Dubilier is the only choice.

The following Dubilier Condensers are Exclusively
Specified in the  Fury Four.”

in

Two 114:I mfd. Type B.E. 31L . 3]-each

Three 1 mfd. Type B.B. CL «. 2[6 each

Two .0003 mfd. Type 665 6d. each
s _4One .0002 mfd. Type 665 6d.

.. |

When you are buying
your Resistances for the
““ Fury Four’’ specify
Dubilier. They are
stocked universally by
all dealers.

DUBILIER CONDENSER CO. (1925) LTD,,
Ducon Works, Victoria Rd., N. Acton, London, W. 3
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Was it a Dutchman?
(Continued from page 909.)

class of entertainment heard and its
actual origin.

Identifying the Station Calls

It is essential that you should know
how the stations work in groups, that, say,
Milan, Turin, Trieste, Genoa, and Florence
frequently radiate the same programme,
that Beole Supérieure, Paris, feeds a number
of provincial stations, that -Frankfurt-
am-Main and Stuttgart (vie Muhlacker)
exchange broadcasts throughout the day,
and other information of this tenor. In
most instances, the actual call will tell
you from which' studio the transmission
emanates, as most of the relays remain
connected to the mother station for a
long period, and thus between items the
original call will be heard. The question
of language is a more difficult one to tackle,
but here are a few pointers. Without
exception all German stations precede
the name of the city in the call by the
word Achtung ! (pronounced : ach-loong).
The French and Belgians (with the excep-
tion of Brussels No. 2, which announces
in Flemish only) by a double-barrelled
Allo! The Italians have coined a word
sounding like FEh-yah, which represents
the initipl letters of the Broadcasting
Corporation, E.I.A.R. Vienna, although
speaking the German language, does not
usc the word Achiung; you will hear
Hallo Radio Veen, the native name -of the
Austrian capital being Wien. Beromunster,
relaying Berne, Zurich, and Basle, all
cities of the German-speaking districts
of Switzerland, uses both Achtung and
Hallo. Here, however, it is necessary
to explain in conjunction with the: calls
that the native names of foreign cities
unfortunately do not necessarily corres-
pond with those we have given them in
English. It is not always merely a question
of pronunciation such as Paree for Paris,
but in many instances the difference is
much greater. Munich will not advertise
itself as Munich, but as Muenchen ; from
one of the Italian transmitters you may
pick up a call which includes Milano,
Torino, Genova, Trieste (pronounced :
Tree-ess-tay) and Firenze. From it you
must understand that you are listening
to a programme common to Milan, Turin,
Genoa, Trieste, and Florence. Napoli
is the true appellation of Naples; Roma
needs no translation. When it comes to
the Polish studios the differences are
still more marked, as Warsaw will be
hcard as Warszawa (Varschavva), Lwow as
Lwoof, Lodz as Woodsh, and Katowice as
Katow-vee-tzee or Posen as Poz-narn.
Prague reveals its identity as Praka,
Kovno as Kow-nass, Belgrade becomes
Bay-o-grad, Berne (Bairn), Copenhagen
(Key-ob-en-harvn), Algiers (Al-jay), and
others too numerous to mention. But
you will be surprised how soon you will
recognize and mentally translate these
sounds into more familiar names after
you have heard them from time to time.
Most stations have realized that their
broadcasts are heard, not only by their
local subscribers, but by listeners in foreigr
lands, and also that the recognition of a

" transmission with the consequent knowledge

of its origin greatly adds to the interest

of the broadcast. In consequence, to

facilitate this identification they have

devised wvarious mechanical means by

which distinctive signals can be trans-
(Continued on page 911.
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Was it a Dutchman ?
(Continued from page 910.)

mitted during intervals in the programme.
In some cases’ they are sclf-explanatory,
in others they require memorizing for a
future occasion. As examples . of the
former, take Hamburg, with its morsc
signal HA, or Kiel (KL), Hanover (HR),
Flensburg (FL). Vienna when opening
up usually puts out a series of morse v’s,
and Graz, as an alternative to the monoton-
ous metronome fick-ftock, sometimes uses
the letter K (—.—).

Metronome Interval Signals

It is a pity that the metronome, as an
interval signal, should still be so widely
adopted, as obviously nothing' is so much
like a metronome as another metronome !
Some stations have had the happy thought,
when they could not think of a better
fmethod, of taking a different number of
beats from others. You might make a note
of the following which may assist you in
logging the actual transmitter :—

Belgrade (60 beats per minute), Berlin
and Konigswusterhausen (210 beats),
Breslau (240 heats), Bucarest (160 beats),
Frankfurt-am-Main (190 beats), Kosice and
Riga (80 beats), Radio Maroc (Rabat) (60
beats), Vienna (270 beats), Zagrch (106).

Apart from the frequency of the ticking,
it is possible to note differences in tone or
pitch, and you will soon differentiate be-
tween the metallic ping of Radio Maroc
and the dual Zock-tock of, say, Vienna.
Stations such as Strasbourg and Radio
Toulouse are already known to most
listeners in the British Isles, the former
with its incessant bell, and the latter with
its series of deep booming notes. But bells
in some form or other have been adopted
by many studios, either singly or in
combinations of two, three or more notes,
and also in short musical phrases of which
the melodies are associated with the
individual country or city.

Of single bells the following should be
noted : Istanbul and Tallinn (60 per
minute), Stockholm (about 80), Radio
Strasbourg (about 16); at the following
studios bell-like notes produced by oscil-
Iating .valves are
used : Heilsberg
(Konigsberg and
Danzig), just two
notes (D flat,
flat), Leipzig, four
notes (B A C B),
Stuttgart  (heard
through  Muhlae-
ker and Frank-
furt),-3 notes,
(CDG) - From
Langenberg you
will hear chimes (5
notes). In the
matter of short
musical-box 1elo-
dies, there is a
wide selection, as
this permits a
highly distinetive
signal. You will
pick up different
tunes from Copen-
hagen, Oslo,
Munich, Budapest,
Warsaw, Beromun-
ster (with a distine- . -
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breaking away from the conventional,
some stations have adopted such signals as
a trumpet call. Algiers opens its broad-
casts in this way, as does Wilno, or the
song of a bird, such as the nightingale,
imitated by Turin, Milan and the other
North Italian studios. A cuckoo call may
be picked up from Llubljana, Wilno, and
Radio Beziers, but their wavelengths will
prevent confusion. Radio Vitus (Paris)
gives you the crowing of a cockerel;
Prague also opens its early morning
transmission in this manner,

Women Announcers

For some time it was possible to state
definitely that announcements heard in a
feminine voice stamped the broadcast as
of Italian origin; to-day you cannot rely
on this fact, for many studios in other
countries have entrusted these duties to
women. Strashourg, however, posacsses
the peculiarity of giving out its announce-
ments in two languages, in French by a
woman and in German by a man. Female
announcers also officiate during certain
periods of the day at Copenhagen, Stock-
holm, Algiers, Sottens, Katowice, Warsaw,
Fécamp and at a number of German
studios. In the space at my disposal it is
obviously impossible to give you any idea
as to the diffcrent languages spoken in
Europe; they are too numerous. You
must, however, bear in mind that most of
them belong to one of three groups, namely,
Teutonic, Latin or Slav. In the first we
class German, Dutch, Danish, Swedish,
Norwegian, and Flemish ; in the sccond,
French, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese ; and
in the third Russian, Polish, and, to facilitate
matters, we associate with them Czech,
Finnish, and Magyar. There are, of course,
strong differences in languages of the same
group, but it requires little experience
when listening to differentiate between, say,
a Teutonic and a Slav. tongue. In the
same way, you will find that you will soon
detect whether you are listening to a
German or a Duteh broadeast, or whether
an announcement was made in Polish,
Czech or Magyar (Hungarian),

NEW B.B.C. ORGAN.

-
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tive phrase allotted *
to Berne, Basle or
Zurich, according
to whichever city
isrelayed), Madrid,
Naples, etc. Again,

by the John
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The new £10,000 organ which is being built for the British Broadcasting
Corporation will be ready for use early in
electrical stops and 2,326 pipes divided into 3| tones. It has been built
Compton d &

February. It has 150

Organ Co., Harlesden, London,

The photo shows an expert adjusting the draw stop action on the neworgan.

ARE NOT ORDINARY

MOVING COIL
SPEAKERS

Backed by years of experience
and research, ahead of other
makes, each model of Epech
Speakers is definitely - superior
to others in its price class.

Take, for example,
the New Edition

20th Century Model
P.M.M.C.LOUDSPERKER

I looks almost identlcal with many others selling
at higher, or even at lower prices, hut examine it
more closely, Note that it has a high content
cohalt steel (not chrome or tungsten steel or a
low content cobalt steel) magnet, an aluminium
(heavy gauge) frame (not iron), an 8} in. dia-
phragm (not 7§ in. or 6 in.'or § in.), a specially
impregnated coil system (not fust shelfacked
or varnished wire), a specially mouided cone (no!
ordinary paper or buckram), an input trans-
former with 5 scientifically graded ratios—
altogether a superior ‘specification. Now com-
pare its performance, not only with speakers in
its own price, but with those costing pounds
more, and you will note a perfection far abova
its own class for tone, accuracy and sensitivity—

35-

Complete with S5-ratio Transformer. Or
in handsome, potiished; solid
oak cabinet - - - - - 47,6

ASK YOUR DEALER FOR 1IT.

Wwrite for full particulars or call for a
demonstration.

EPOCH RADIO MANUFACTURING CO., LTD.,
Exmouth House, Exmouth Street, London, E.C.A
(@2 the junction of Rosedery Aveaus and Farringdon Road).

'Phone : Clerkenwell 6666.
T T T N e E e

A MASTER
SPEAKER AT
A PRICE
WITHIN THE
REACH OF ALL
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GREATER VOLUME
PURITY of REPRODUCTION

For all  Low - frequency
Amplification Stages fit the
Benjamin Transfeeda, costing
11s. 64, in place of a trans-
former and secure that rich
quality  and volume from
your speaker which you can
otherwise only obtain by the
use of the most expensive
components.

If your Dealet is out of
stock may we send you a
copy of Leaflet 1292,
telling you all about the
Transfeeda and showing
circuits in which it can

used ?

The famous Benjamin Vibrolder,
with its sprung contacts, is still the
Constructor’s most popular valve-
holder, Price 10d.
A good push-pull switch is an asset to
every set constructor. The Benjamin,
one of the earliest and best, costs 9d.
The Benjamin Electrie Lig,, Tariff Rd., Tottenbam, N.17,

The Bowyer-Lowe Mark Il Pick~
Up, as standard in many first-class
Radiograms, is now offered by the
famous Mail Order House of : %
E. J. Heraud, Ltd. on the simplest @ Q
monthly terms.

The British Made WATES
UNIYERSAL METER
ia the oniy popular priced
instrument testing resistances
as well as batteries, volves,
circuit, and all components;
4 readings on one dial

SEND ,
onv 1/6
for 7 days® trial, it 'satisfied
complete purchase by &
monthly payments of 2/6 IS
(Cash 12/6),

& new principle of *“ MATCHED RESPONSE " it gives a patural effect not
Oown
equal Increase or de-
fixing screws, and full instructions,

before obtainable. Moreover, the frequency response is from 25 to 6,000

eycles bus It faithiully reproduces the entire range of the masical scala,

The VOLUME CONTROL situated In the base and operated by a knob
crease. Being wire wonnd it will, uplike
the usual carbon or composition type,
Semn its efficiency unimpaired, inde-
8end only 2s. 6d. for 7 days' trial, it -
satisfied pay further 2s. 6d. at once,
then complete purchase by 7 monthly

SEND FOR IT ON 7 DAYS’ TRIAL
on top of the
nitely. The revolving head fatilitates
payments of 5s, (Cash, 35s.) Illus-

This Plek-Up has been designed on the dest technical lines to avoid ONLY -
pivot, is of log
needle changing. Supplied in Floren-
trated folder with full technical details,

the sliortcomings of the average small moving-coil speaker. By employing ,
26
law type giving
tine Bronze finish with tone-arm rest,
post free.

E. J. HERAUD, Ltd., Dept. P.14, NUMBER ONE, EDMONTON, LONDON, N.18,

Branches : 78/82, Fore St., Edmonton; 77, West Green Rd., Tottenham ;
34, St. James St., Walthamstow; and 139, Hertford Rd., Enfield Wash.
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Metal versus Wood Panels
N radio, as in most other things, fashion
changes rapidly and there is a tendency
for the order of things to repeat itself
occasionally. That this is so struck me
the other day when handling a set with a
wooden panel and wooden knobs. Was
not, our very first ventures in the world of
wireless carried out by means of a wooden
panel which we sometimes shellaced and
sometimes didn’t ? Then we tried ebonite,
rough, dirty stuff that had to be sand-
papered before use to remove the particles
of tin-foil which adhered to the surface as a
residue from a mavpufacturing process.
Do you remember doing this 2—and do you
remember the result atter some 30 minutes
hard scrubbing with sand-paper and the
subsequent light coating of oil that we
were instructed to rubin ? Well, I do, and
I also remember parting with a small fortune
in the purchase of a piece of the first highly-
polished ebonite that appeared on _the
market, guaranteed free from surface
leakage and complete with a test certificate
as to the voltage it would stand. Ebonite
then took great strides and we were soon
able to obtain it in Inany. varied and
beautiful colours. Mahogany-coloured
ebonite found favour for a while and some
really beautiful panels resulted, but quite a
simple thing caused this material to fall
trom favour. This was the real difficulty
in getting knobs to match the panel.
Knobs and dials could be obtained for some
components but not for all, as lack of
standardisation of threads and diameters
of spindles of condensers, rheostats, reaction
condensers, volume controls and other
variable resistances then the order of the
day sounded the death-knell of the
amateur’s use of figured ebonite. These
panels therefore soon beeame the preroga-
tive of the commercial set builder who was
able to design his knobs to suit his panel.
Soon after this came a rage for aluminium
panels with their peculiar mottled surfaces.
They tarnished quickly, however, despite
generous coats of lacquer that were applied,
and many a valve met an untimely end
through the shorting of the H.T. across the
filament via the metal panel due to a large
extent through further lack of uniformity
in components. You see, some of them
required insulating bushes when used with
metal panels, and some did not, and it is
casy to see that confusion too often arose
with most disastrous results to our long-
suffering valves. In'any case the -mectal
screen and basec board possessed many
advantages both in practice and in theory
that far outweighed those of the metal
panel. Now we come back to the beginning,
and wood is once more coming into its
own as panel material. Of course, the
loss due to really dry wood is not very
high, but when it becomes moist quite an
appreciable loss can be traced to surface
leakage. Why then is it again being used
in these days of super efficiency ? Well, I

l

JOTTINGS FROM MY
NOTEBOOK
By “DETECTOR”’

think the reason is that it is cheap, easily
worked, and as most sets are now con-
structed on the unit system-—that is, built
on to a chassis with all the components
firmly secured thereon—the holes in the
panel are really only clearance holes and
are not in actual contact with the one or
two spindles that pass through.

That 0ld Set !
THEY say that it is a sign of old age

creeping on when one becomes
over reminiscent. This is as maybe, .but
talking of the old fashions in radio brings
to my mind a set of my own building that
came once more into my hand in a peeuliar
manner, a weck or so ago. I made the
set, a small two-valver, some years ago for
a friend who went to live in the North of
England. I hadn’t seen him
for years until this Christmas,
when he once more came
South for a few weeks. He
brought the set for me to
look at as it was not going
so well as it had * He had
only used it occasionally to
get the news, and any other'
really important broad-
casting—events like the
King’s specch and so on—so
that the original valves had
been used till recently. Then
he went to a local dealer,
who, acting on the description
of the set that my friend
gave, sold hi two new
valves and a high-tension
battery. Of course, you
know the rest. With two
ncw efficient valves the result
was much worse. The =sct
went up all in the air and
nearly jumped at him as
soon as he approached the
dials. Howls and squeals
were emitted from the
speaker all round the dial
until my friend dccided to
wait until the holidays and
bring the set to me. Well,
1 persuaded him to scrap
the set, as you may imagine,
but I should like to tell you
about its design. First of all
the original valves which, by
the way, would still work

Of course, there was much to be said for this
form of construction, it was at least easy
to wire up, and all the terminals were well
in sight !'—but the danger to the valves
and coils sticking out on the panel was high,
and the appearance. was, well,- terrible.
Anyhow, that’s that, but I feel there is a
moral to this little yarn somewhere.
Something about not buying new tyres for
an old” bus, but please humour me to the
extent of remembering that when you treat
your set to a new fit-out of valves the
results might not be as’ good wuntil you
adjust the set generally to work with the
new highly-efficient ‘ toobs.” 1In the case
of sets like my friend’s, the adjustments
arc best carried out with a coal hammer !

The Uses of Rubber
ERE would the radio and electrical
industry be without rubber? It
is the basis of most insulating materials,
apart from porcelain and glass, of course,
and it has scores of other uses, from roads

e S L
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Prague’s new radio station is situated in the geographical

the set at good headphone
strength, were two-volt dull
emitters of the old 0.06 type,
both general purposc. The
set was the pancl, and tho
panel was the set, for every
component was fixed on to the

centre of Europe some 35 kilometres east of Prague, in the
vicinily of the small town of Cesky-Brod. This rew high-
power broadcasting étation is rated at 200 kilo-watts and is
the most powerful station operating in the medium-wave
broadcast band. The phototshows a general view of the new

station, with the aerial towers

Prague broadcasting
. and buildings.
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REETONE |
~Two Speakers as one
For the
very
first time
— sound
reproduced
Naturally

Immediately you have heard one of
the new Reetone ‘Dual’ speakers you
will appreciate its remarkable lifelike
tonal quality and sensitivity; for with
no other speakeris the bass and treble
reproduced so naturally and free from
distortion, Whatever vour previous
speaker experience you will un-
doubtedly cgree that never before
have you heard such vivid realism of.
mechanically reproduced sound. Ask
vour dealer to give a demonstration.
* * *

The Celestion Dual Speaker illustrated consists of two units
so coupled that the treble is accepted by the treble unit, and
the bass accepted by the bass unit. The performance of the
combination must be heard to be appreciated. The sllustration
shows Model S 29. Price £6.0.0. Other models available.

 ‘Ghe Very Soul of Music

FCREMOST NAME IN
SCUND REPRODUCTION

. seneses
To CeLesTION LD, London Rd., Kingston-on-Thames.
Please send me iflustrated folder giving fyll details.

Name.

e

1
Address ... N S

‘| cordingly they set to work

and tyres to clothing and
hot-water bottles. I protects

{ the tiny wires of our compo-

HT+

nents, and it insulates mighty

cables in the earth and under ‘?5‘{12/[?(/? A

the sea. Its value to modern Lo ) T A
civilisation is unmeasurable, a4l ._*__,': = s A

and yet it is cheaper now R ™ o

than ever it wals]. Those bstcrr;‘ Oulput s

industrialists, the members o ' P

the Soviet Government of Epe——e

Russia, also realise its value, LT} i —
and in their cfforts to make ) LT
their“country o self-support- -

ing unit they have raised an
objection to importing rubber
from tropical countrics. - Aec-

to obtain rubber from their own vegetation,
and the story of it reads like a fairy tale.
They found plants from which latex, the sap-
like substance from which rubber is made,
is exuded, but in such guantities as to make
the industry uneconomical ; but they also
found that by enlisting the aid of some
little caterpillars the percentage of rubber
could be increased. These grubs feed on

.| the roots of the plants, and construct
around their bodies a tube of condensed
| latex, which forms a kind of home for

them. Only roots that are infested give
nourishment to the grubs, so that the plants
are arsificially infested in- order to rear
the small insccts on them. In some cases
as many as thirty tubes, each containing
a grub, has been found on a single plant,
and as each tube is rich in latex, or un-
refined rubber, it is expected that the in-
dustry will soon be profitable enough to
warrant expansion. Surely the wonders
of radio arc not all electrical !

Wireless for Air Liners
WELVE fine new aeroplanes have bsen
ordered by Imperial Airways for the
London-Cairo-Capetown air route, and
thesc of a type known as the Atlanta
are fitted up with a luxury never yet
approached in aeronautical design. The
wircless equipment is far more complete
than that of any other civil aeroplane, and
is being furnished by the Marconi Co.
The radio apparatus has been designed
to suit the extremely difficult conditions
that will be met with on the route over
desert and jungle, and the sct fitted to
each plane is a combined transmitter and
receiver. It will work on wavelengths of
40 to 80 metres and from 500 to 1,000
metres, and telegraphy and telephony
can be transmitted and received at will
on cach waveband. When on the ground
the set will derive its power from a light
petrol engine, thus reserving the battery
supply for when actually flying, and remote
control of the frequeney altering device
is fitted. In addition a Marconi-Robertson
direction-finding equipment is fitted to
the recciver which will greatly assist the
navigation officer.

Rerminal Strip

Addifional 7erminals on
Set For Conneclons Jo
S W Adaplor

switching for super-het. adaplor to ordinary broadcast recciver.

. &
Circuit diagram showing

Connecting a Super-Het, S.-W. Adaptor
'HE accompanying circuit diagram shows
a mcthod of switching suitable for
connecting a short-wave adaptor of the
super-het. type to the ordinary broadeast
receiver by means of a switch instead of
the usual four or five temiporary conneetions
which have to be made. The components
required are four terminals and a threc-
pole; double-throw switch. The writer
uses a Wearite switch, which answers
admirably. The switch may be mounted
on the terminal strip of the " broadcast
receiver, in close proximity to the aerial
terminal in order to keep the wiring as
short as possible, and the four additional
terminals may be mounted on a short
strip above the existing one, or, if there is
room, on the existing strip adjoining the
switch. From these new terminals it is
only nccessary to take short leads to the
adaptor, which can be left connected
permanently. The wiring is as follows :
To change the aerial from the broadcast
receiver to the adaptor, and to connect
the output of the adaptor to the aerial
terminal of the set, conneet aerial terminal
of set to first centre contact on switch,
one outside contact on switch to aerial
terminal of adaptor, other outside contact
to second centre contact and on to aerial
series condenser or appropriate terminal
of acrial coil in set. One of the outside
contacts opposite the second centre contact
is left free, and the other connected to the
output terminal of the adaptor. The
L.T.— and E are connected to the adaptor
by extending this wire in the set to the
third centre contact on the switeh, one
outside contact being left free and the
other being connected to the L. T.— terminal
of the adaptor. The L.T.4 of the sct is
connected to the adaptor by eonnecting a
wire from the remaining terminal to the
nearest L.T.4 point in the set, this wire
not being connected to the change-over
switch.  Reference to the theoretical
diagram and the sketch will elucidate the
wiring. Separate H.T.+ connections are,
of course, required for the short-wave
adaptor.—E. A. CoaTes (Leek).

Add:itional Terminals
Connect 7o S W Adaplor

7o Nearest
| l 3 Point DT Switch LIt point
T0E. A R

7ermunalds Of Coul. Wiring to the terminal strip.
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SLADE RADIO

Anyone interested in wireless Is cordially invited o
attend the meetings of the above Soclety whieh are
held every Thmday at 815 p.m. The appended
programme gives a good idea of the interesting nature

of the lectures which are regularly given. Full
particulars are obtainable on reqnest from the Hon.
Sec., 110, Hillarlez Road, Gravelly Hill, Birminghan.
Pm'mmmo February 2nd to March 20th, “1033.
Fcb. 2nd  Mcmbers' night.

,» 9th Lantern Lecture *“ The Navy,” by Licut.-
Comumander Brewster.

» 16th Lecture and Demonstration hy Mr. Youle,
B.8c, A.C.G), AMLE.E, of the Marconi-
phone Co., Ltd.

o 23rd  * Junk Sale.”

Mar. 204 Lecture and Demonstration bx Mr. E. F.
Handley, of the Radio Gramophone
Development Co., Ltd

,, 8th  WhIST DRIVE AND DiNCE,

,»  9th “ Nual speaker equipment ” : Lecture and
Demonstration by Mr. G. T. Peck,

., 16th Teeture and Demonstration: Radio
Instruments, Ltd.

% 285 H. Clarke

Lecture tflml Demonstration :

., L
30th How you can win the D.F. (Dircction-
Fmdlng) Cup.

DENNISTOUH TRAMWAY DEPOT RADIO CLUB
The ahove Club, membership of which fs confined
to Depot Employees, meets every Wednesday at
8 p.m., in Depot Hall. Although recently founded, an
attractive series of lectures, demonstrations, and
visits have bheen arranged. On Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 1st, 1933, J. L. Hunmr will glve an lmxuﬁb into
\I'mufucmrc of batteries and accumulators, assisted
by the aid of a Model Working Plant. The first Club
outlog takes flnco on Aprli‘16th, 193‘3 and Itinerary
includes an inspection tour of " ““ Scottish Regional
‘Broadeasting Station ”’ at Westerglen. Special high
tea and theatre visit in the evening, Tt is hoped to
arrange a series of lantern lectures In the near future,
also television and short-wave talks. Radio
manafacturers and dealers, etc., who are willing to
give demonstrations, lectures, displays, ete., are
mvited to communicate with the Secretary. Member-
ship Fee is 1/- per annum and all employees Interested
in the elub should make applieation to Secretary or
Comimiittee, who will gladly furnish details.—Wm.
McKenna, Secxetnrv, 90, Paton Street, Glasgow.

LECTURE-DEMONSTRATION ON LOUD-SPEAKERS

A very interesting and instructive leeture-
Demonstration was receutly given by the Secretary
to the Newcastle-upon-Tyne Radio Society. He
is a well-known personality in the wireless world of the
north-east coast. He has been assoclated with .the
Amateur Radio Socicty movement for many years,
and he was, for many years, the Hon, Secretary of the
Northern Group of Radio Societies. During that term
of office he was responsible for many unique and
interesting items and lectures for the societies over the
whole of the North of England.

The lecture-demonstration to the Newecastle Radio
Society was extremely interesting, as not only was the
weneral principles given, but Mr. Fabian also explained
and showed exp mt)y exactly how a moving-coil
speaker is made at the works, e also gave a compre-
hensive demonstration on mnny types of the speakers
that nre made by his firm.—R. E. Fabian, 5, Egremont
Drive, Sheriff Hill, Gatcshead. Phone 76515.

THE SOUTHALL RADIO SOCIETY

Programme of Mectings up 1o end of February.
Jan. 31st  Meters and Their Uses: Mr. W. Ancrum.
Feb, 7th  Mr. Parr, of Messrs. Ediswans : Demonstra-
tion of the Cathode Ray Tube in connection
with Radio Circuits.

Cireuit Design : Mr. A, Stephens.

Debate: That Pentode valves have more
favourable characteristics than a Triode

,» 1l4th
. 218t

for Modern Set Dcsign. Proposer : Mr.
@G. Lee; Seconder: Mr, L. Swan, Op-
poser: Mr. A. Stephens: Secconder: Mr.
. Rayner.

;5 28th  Pick-up tests.

To be held at the White Hart Hotel,

High Street, Bouthall, at 8.30 p.m. shnrp

ﬂcceded on certain nights by Elementary
cturcs at 8.0 p.m. as below.

Detector Valves: Mr. A. Stephena.

L. F. Coupling : Mr, H, L. Rayner.

11.F. Coupling : My, A. Stephens.

o Qutput Cireuits : Mr. @. Lee,

Morse Classes will be held If found dcsirable The above

programme is subject to modification if necessary.

For the benefit of interested readers, to whom a
hearty welcome is extended, the session can e joined
for 2¢. 6d., as our vear ends on March 31st.—H. Rayaer,
Hon. Sec; 114, North Road, Southall.
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9. i cie ADAPI OI»’I

cutting or altering existing wiring.

List No. FILAMENT ADAPTO
vV 'l‘ 7 provides a simiple methed of continuity of
T valve fillaments,
G.R.1 PICKUP ADAPTOR
far nse with any receiver using four-pin valves
G-R-Z Ditto for five-pin valves
Al SPLIT ANODE ADAPTOR
for inserting miHammeter in series with anode
of four-pin valves, or screen of 8.G. valves.
A8 Ditto for five-pin valves.
A9. SPLIT GRID ADAPTOR
A10. PENTODE ADAPTOR

for adapting four-pin Pentodes withside termi-
nal to fit five-pin centre-contact valve-holdeys.

Enclose 2d. postage.

Send for 80 page Catalogue ** N.”

Telephone ¢

Listed on this page you will find a number of
ingenious adaptors, which keen constructors
will note with interest. They were cvolved by
Bulgm for instant use in any recelver, without

LIST NO

Price

2/6

1/6
/9

2/6
2/9
2/6

2/6

Telephone :
Grengewaod 3267.

GRIP . . .

wiE Strong_-spring and
olain wide self-adjustment.
colours. Side entry with
Belling-lee patent

grip for flex.
The ‘*BOWSPRING”
gives strong pressure

over a far wider range
of diameters than any
plug we have so far
tested.

Write for “Radio-Connections ”
post free.

BELLING-LEE |

FOR EVERY RADIO CONNECTION

Adv!, of Builing & Lee. Lid., Canibridye Arlerial Rd., Exfield, Mdz.

iBETTER & CHEAPER
H.T. BATTERIES

ON7DAYS’APPROVAL

How Tens of Thousands have
Solved the Battery Prohlem

This is the STANDARD PERMANENT
H.T. Battery calling a challenge of merit.
It saves you money ; provides level current;
cuts out frequemt recharging; and is
offered under a Guarantee of Satisfaction
that protects you fully. Test the advan-
tages of the famous Leclanché principle
specially adapted for Radio. Whether you
wish to pay cash or deferred terms, order
NOW with confidence in our definite
undertaking to refund your money if, for
any reason, you return the Battery te us
within 7 days. We sell direct to ensure
your satisfaction. The STANDARD lasts
for YEARS, because the eventual replace~
ment is merely a matter of changing
cartridges at a few pence each. Tens of
thousands are saving money year after year
in this way. Do the same. Send cash or
deposit—and our Money Back Guarantee
protects you.
Model HS5

126 VOLT STANDARD BATTERY

No. 3size. 84 cells 12,500 milliamp capacity.
Cash 37, 8 or delivered on 5, al
Price 1st payment of

STANDARD BATTERY CO. (Department C)
184-188, Shaftesbury Avenue, London, W.G.Q-




Everything Wireless supplied on lowest terms.
Prompt Delivery Guaranteed,
Prica List Free on request.
'NEW LISSEN *SKYSCRAPER » KIT, Will: order]
1]
-

1 including Valves. Caush Price £4,9/6,
} And 11 monthly payments of 8:8.

NEW BLUE SPOT .99 P.M, MOVIRG-COIL With order
UNIT Cush Price £2/18/8, 5/_
And 11 monthly payments of 5/6.

I12-EXIDE W.H, HIGH-TENSION ACCUMU- With order
LATORS. (12 volls, 5,000 M/A.) The 7/_
cheapest and bost high-tenston supply
where mains are not available.

Cash Price £3/18/-,
And 11 monthly payments of 7/-.

GARRARD INDUCTION GRAMO. MOTOR. With order
Model 202A. A first-class electric motor 5/_
at a low price. Cash Price £2/10/-.

And 10 monthly payments of 5/-.

NEW HARLIE DE LUXE PICK-UP AND With order

TONE ARM, including volume control. 5 L
Cash Price £1,7/8. O/

And 5 mouthly payments of 5/.,

ATLAS ELIMINATOR A.C.244, Three H.T. With order
tappings. 20 M/A output.

Cash Price £2/19/8.
And 11 monthly payments of 5,8,

SET OF THREE NEW VALVES3. Mazda,
Cossor or Mulard. 1 B.G., 1 Det. anl
1 Power, Cash Price £1/12,3.
And 6 monthly payments of 5/2.

With order

5/2

All Components lor the Fory Four sopplied or similar

eTma.
To avcid delay, will customers kicdly send firet
parient with order. Dent. P.

Specified

for the

“FURY FOUR”

CLIX “MASTER” PLUG
You require: G,B.-—, G.B. +
The Plug with positive
METAL to METAL
wiring. Firm grip and
full contact with ANY
battery socket. Curved
ends for easy insertion.

4-pin 'Med.1 8do

6-pln Mcéel £, ‘

CLIX ;s
Chassis Mounting

VALVEHOLDER

You require Four, 4-pin.

Sturdily built.
Resilient sockets guar-
antee full-surface
contact without
fear of collapse
with any
valve pin
—solid or
otherwise.
Standardised
by 90% y
British Set
Manufactorers

Writs for folder “N.28 "
for full details of U.e
Cliz rang~.

él_leapest PERF_E_CT_Conta—c?I

LECTRO LINX LTD., 79a, ROCHESTER ROW, S.W..
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VOLUME CONTROL !

By H. A. JONES

ozl

P ) ) S

ANY listeners have rclatives or
friends who are unfortunately
just too deaf to appreciate the

programmes from a loud-speaker, and the
necessary control of volume in a pair of
earphones is not usually a simple method.

To LS+

am about to describe, and those dwellers
in flats who arc not permitted to have their
sets going late at night can connect one or
tnore pairs of ’phones and listen com-
fortably to a late programme. Lastly, the
unit is invaluable to listeners to distant
stations, as it is possible. to select a
moderately loud sta-
tion on the ’phones,
and with a snap of
the switch transfer it
to your loud-speaker.
A front view of the
completc unit is
given in Fig. 1.

The components
required are: one
400 ohm. potentiome-
ter (panel mounting),
two on-and - off
switches, two phone
terminals, small piece
of scrap ebonite 5in.
by 23in., and a length
of Glazite or sleeved y
wire. the unit,

Most constructors will have these artieles
in the junk box, but where this is not the
casc the whole can be purchased for about
four shillings, or less.

Details of Construetion
The construction is quite easy—soldered
joints are preferable, but as all the com-

ANODE LEAD

To ANODE OF OUTPUT VALYE

ponents have terminals, tightly screwed-
down joints will be quite as serviceable.
A glance at the circuit diagram Fig. 2
will explain the principle of the unit, and
it will be noted that one wire only has to be
disconnected in the sct. This is the lead

‘This is primarily the use of the unit I | from the anode of the last valve, which

normally goes to the
LS. negative ter-
minal. This lead is
disconnected  and
taken to the negative
phone terminal on
the unit, and from
there opwards the
wiring is quitesimple.
Note that one ter-
minal on the poten-
tiometer is left free.
The back of the unit,
showing the wiring
connections, is given
in Fig. 3. The front
of the panel (Fig. 1)
view of the Shows the potentio-
unit. meter centrally situ-
ated, with the

switches above, and

the phone terminals

below. The top left-hand switch is for the
’phones, and the one on the right is for
the Joud-speaker. The positive ’phone
terminal is the left-hand one. In operation,
the potentiometer knob will give a fine
contro! of volume to the ’'phones from =
whisper to quite good volume. Both

Ll
switches can be ON at once (which in
the case of this unit is IN) when both
*phones and speaker are in circuit, or alter-
natively, either ’phones or speaker may
be used by pushing in the necessary switch.
Finally, the whole unit can be let into
the side of the cabinet—used as a sub-
panel—or even wired into the ecircuit of
the existing

DISCONNECTED FROM LS.~ PHONES LS LS. OR HIT. panel if a
= ' = little extra

1 trouble s

I taken. Con-

*— structors will

SWITCH SWITCH find the unit

has possibi-

— 3 = lities in ad-

. Ny -, Fig. Z;i;;,c'rem circuit Hitian to

400 OHMS. ’ those already

me ntioned,
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Thinks of

_w_hat a Contributor
- Encyelopaedia >’

Sir,—Allow me as a contributor and
reader of PracTticar WIRELESS to eongratu-
Jate you upon the productlon of © Newnes
Wireless Constructor’s  Encyclopzdia,”
which I have received under your gift
schene. A more concise, useful and
accurate collection of data, circuits, and
radio information I have never seen. The
way in which it is written and compiled is
to be commended. It will be of inestimable
use to me in the pursuit of radio as a hobby,
and in my business. The short-wave
sections and circuits are really up-to-date,
and will be very helpful to beginners and
others, including old hands. In particular,
the list of short-wave stations is compre-
hensive and accurate. I am pleased you
did not include time schedules, as these
would soon be out-of-date. Another point

‘‘ The

to be commended is that the pages are of

strong, durable paper which, to my mind,
is most desirable, next to clear tyre, if a
book is to he used, and not just to fill a
space on the bookshelf Arr W, ‘Maxy
(Middlesbrough).

B 1

¢“ Wireless Constructor’s Eneyeclopaedia *’ :

Readers’ Congratulations

Sir,—May I admit surprise on receiving
the ' Wireless Constructor’s Encyclop:e-
dia ” ? Surprise that such an excellent
volume of most valuable information should
be presented merely hecause I have con-
tinued to order my copy of PracTicAL
WireLEsS. I have always considered the
paper itself to be far above the average, and
for that reason alone shall I continue to
read it. In one way and another, I must
admit that you are making the finest
contributions yet towards the help, guidance
and pleasure of those who follow that most’
interesting hobby—wireless. I hopo that
you will put the Incyclopzdia on the
market for the benefit of those who were
unfortunate not to qualify for its presenta-
tion. My best respects and wishes for your
continued success.—GEO. E. DRIFFIELD
(York).

Sir,—I thank you for your  Wireless
Encyclopedia,” which I think is an admir-
able and . comprehensive book.—DB. C.
KERrLoGUE (Catford).

Sir,—I have reccived my ‘° Wireless
Constructor’s Encyclopedia,” and must
say I am very pleased to have such a book.
—V. WEEDON (New Malden).

e

rom

Readers.

Sasenenentanal BYTRE

; INDEXTO“PRACTICAL WIBELESS 4

In response to the request of many
readers for an index and binding
case, we have pleasure in announcing
that we shall issue a semi-annual
index and binding case for a nominal
sum. The first volume will be
completed with No. 26 issue dated
March 18th, 1933. A further an-
nouncement will be made Ilater.
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Sir,—In acknowledging, with thanks, the
safe receipt of my ““ Wireless Constructor’s
Encyclopedia,” may I take the oppor-
tunity of congratulating you upon the
production of such a fine work of reference ?

' When entering upon this Gift Scheme I

must confess I had some misgivings, but
I must say, however, that the book you have
sent me is far beyond my expectations, and
I am thoroughly satisficd with the same.
The binding is perfect, the paper good, the
printing flawless, and altogether it is a
magnificent volume, of which I shall feel
justly proud to be the owner. I sincerely

CUT THIS OUT EACH WEEK

DO YOU KNOW?

—THAT instability in a mains or other
po\venrul recelver may often be cured by
sereening the reaction coil

—THAT the symbol for current in electrical
calculations is not C but, I.

—THAT H.F. chokes are a common source
of H.F, instability and should thereforc always
be sereened. v

—THAT a new systgm of amplification enables
the drain on the H.T. battery to be propor-
tional to the strength of sigmals received.
—THAT experiments are now being carricd
out with transmission on wavelengths which
are less than an inch long.

—THAT antomatic volume control solves :
the problem of overloading and dclicate
reaction control.

—THAT the test voltage of a condenser for
mains use should be three times the working
voltage.

—THAT an A.C. receiver shonld on no
account be tried out on D.C. mains.

\

o anan

NOTICE.

The Editor will be ;;leased to consider articles of a
practical nature suitable for publication tn PRACTICAL
WIRELESS. Such articles should be writlen on one side
of the paper only, end should contain the name and
address of the sender. Whilst the Editor does not hold
himself responsible for manuscripts, cvery effort will be

| made to return them if a stamped addressed envelope

18 enclosed. All correspondence intended for the Editor
should be addressed : The Editor, PRACTICAL WIRELESS,
(I;;OO Newnes, Ltd., 8-11, Soulhamplon Street, Strand,

meg to the rapid progress in the design of wirecless
apparalus and to our efforts to keep our readers in touch
th the latest” developinents, we give no warranly that
apparatus described in our coluinns 1s no? the subject of

 letters patent,

. Constructor’s Encyclopzdia.” Ib

The Editor does not necessarily agree'with opinions expressed by his correspondents

hope that your paper will continue to supp]y
the long-felt want of wireless * fans >’ for a
]ourna] which is rcally practical, and I
would wish you every success for the year
upon which we have just entered.—V,
FosTER (Ear] Shilton).

Str,—I thank you for your Encyclopadia,
which I have just received. I have had a
glance through it, and you are to be compli-
mented on producing such a valuable work.
It is well illustrated, and the circuit diagrams
are, I think, a good addition to the book.
—F. W. SEWELL (Sheffield).

Sir,—1I am delighted with lhe ¥

ireless
is la
splendid book, full of information for every-
body 1nterested in wireless, and owing fo
its lack of padding, a boon to busy people.
I have only been in possession of my first
valve set a few months and the book is
specially valuable to me. Many thanks for
sending me the best New Year’s gift I have
received this year.—WiwrLiayM J. GRUNDLE
(Glasgow).

Articles on One and Two Valve Sets Wanted

Sir,—I wish to congratulate you for the
finest wireless magazine I have yet come
across. In No. 12 issue J. Sheppard, of
Taunton, wrote on a point I should also
like to bring to your notice. Why can’t
we have more articles on small sets, such
as one and two valves, with home-made
coils ? Ag he said, cosfly sets are all right
for those who can afford them. Once again
thanking you for your splendid paper “and
wishing you every success in the future,
—A. Cross (Tyseley).

Congratulations and a Suggestion

Sm,—Having purchased your paper,
PracTicar, WIRELESS, for the seventeenth

time 1 feel T muss concrratulaie you and

wish you every: success. Such a paper
deserves the wholc-hearted support of
every wireless amateur in the country.
I read with intercst the weekly corre-
spondence page, and have noticed of late
two letters suggesting articles on studigs
and artists. ~ Will these readers please
understand that a practical wireless paper
of necessity deals exclusively with the
technicalities, operation, and construction
of wireless instruments. And now a sug-
gestion. Sipce some readers desire articles
of special interest why. not a few on the
modern electric theory of matter ¢ Such
articles dealing with the electro-magnetic
nature of matter would make entertainirg
reading, and at the same time be of vital
importance’ to wircless amateurs, besides
being of educational value,—A., P. West
(Liverpool). ;
(Comtinued on page $18.)



MONARCH OF THE MAINS,

New low
Tension

TRANSFORMERS

Built on the same lines as the famous
Heayberd large power transformers—
even to the special metal end-plates—
the new Heayberd Model 723 L.T.
Transformers create a new standard
for this type of apparatus. Designed
by engineers and constructed by crafts- !
men, from carefully tested materials,
these transformers dispense with the
necessity of using L.T. accumulators.
They supply raw A.C. for the L.T.
supply of receivers using up to three
A.C. valves. Although greatly im-
proved in design, the price remains
the same as before.

MODEL 723 L.T. TRANSFORMER
+ 2v., 3 amps, Secondary output
Price 12/§ eac|

Full details of Heayberd Mains Units,
Kits, Battery Chargers, Transformers

and components are given in the new
Handbook—write for it NOW !

MainsWorkin

I enclose 3d. stamps for
Nexw Handbook of Mains
Equipment. Packed with!
Technical Tips, Service
Hints and dnagrams

S e A S YRl U
Address ..ameeocm
rRrA. |

e arwoco - s 1o - AT A mm s |

F.C.HEAYBERD &Co,, |

10 FINSBURY STREET, LONDON, EC.2,
One minute from Moorgate Stn
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PRACTICAL LETTERS
(Continued from page 917.)

‘“ Practical  Experiments  with Cone

Diaphragms ”

Sir,—May I draw your attention to a
printing error in connection with the rc.
productions of my diagrams on page 815
of the January 14th issue? The printer
has inadvertently transposed two of the
blocks, so that the figure number and
caption placed under the first diagram
actually refers to the fourth one on the
page, and wvice versa. Most of your readers,
of course, will guess what has oceurred, on
referring to the text of the article ; but I
thought it best to draw your attention to
the mistake in case any beginner is con-
fused by the transposition.—‘ RapromMan
{Wandsworth ‘Common).

[1t really is too bad, but we do try.—~Ep.]

A Reader’s Requirements Supplied

Ste,—As an enthusiastic wireless: amateur,
what I personally require is plain instruction
at each step, and I am pleased to say that
I am finding almost all I require in your
paper. I hope you will continue to publish
such articles as will help those, like myself,
whose means are strictly limited, and whose
knowledge of * wireless ” is also scanty.—
J. BrowN (Liverpool).

Another Plea for Plug-in Coils

Sir,—As an enthusiastic wireless
amateur, and a reader of your fine wircless
journal, T would like to mention that in
my opinion the fixed coil is not made yet
that will beat the plug-in coil set. I agrae
with your reader, Mr. Collins, of anmg-

+ ham. If one is interested, coil changing |
is not a big job.

I ha.ve a set con-
sisting of 25, 35, 45, 50CT, 60X, 75CT,
and a 100CT. These, I think you will
agree, will not miss many stations on
the medium-band with carefulj tuning,
of course. The long-wave coils consist of
a 250X, 100, and 150. The only thrill T
have not had is a search around on the
short waves. Here again I have just got a
set of coils from two turns up to twenty
turns, and am waiting for PRACTICAL
WIRELESS to give us a suitable circuit. If
Mr. Collins would carc to write to me,
c/o the Editor, I shall be pleased to give
him a circuit that only cmploys eight
pieces on the base, and three of them are
valve-holders ; on the panel there are only
three controls, anon-and-off switch, reaction,
and tuning condenser. I assure you I don’t
miss many stations tvhen conditions are
good. The components are the best I could
get.—F. ArmsTRONG (London, S.W.).

AN ASTOUNDING BARGAIN

A BRITISH MADE

P t t
MODON 5,8V,%a™ 26l Loudseeanen,

complete with tapped transformer.

X1 Post Free.

Wonderfu} Tone, High Sensitivity, Utter Reliabilitj
1

Your money back if Speaker returned undamaged
within 7 days.
The most amazing radio wvalue® ever offered.

STAMP BRINGS PARTICULARS
—~&£1 BUYS SPEAKER.

M.0. PRODUCTS Ltd., %1502 5en. nowois

LOUD sSrrAKERS REPAIRED, 4/_
{Blue Spot a Speciality, 5/-.)
Transforiners 4/-, -all repairs magnetised free. Elimin.
ator llcp'«lrs quotcd for. 24 Hours Scrvice. Discount
for Trad Clerkenwell 9069,
E. C. MASON 44, EAST ROAD, LONDON, N.1.

NEWNES’ ADVENTURE LIBRARY

WON BY PLUCK
THE 1DOL'S
SECRET
KO ESCAPE
THE GREEN
LIZARD

A fine new series for:
boys. Each number
contains a complete
story, and includes
“y | Adventure, Football,:
—~<Boxing, Detective
and Mystery.

q New T:tles Every Month zd

lﬂ’

Obtainable at all Newsagents and Bookstalls, or
by post 3d. each from George Newnes, Ltd,, 8-11, ziss yree ron JOHN SALTER, f,',':f:,"b"s“?,’;;
Southampton Street, Strand. London, W C? ERCH 13, Featherstone Buildings, High Holborn, W.C.1

First Four Titles ||

CLEAR
LOUD

UNDISTORTED
AND OTHER

FOREIGN
STATIONS

AP/ X
L\ 1N VOUR AERIAL

Enjoy foreign \“
concerts while \“‘\
your local sta-
tion is working
or when being
¢ swamped ’ or
interfered with
by a powerful
station. A PIX
works equally
well on a crys- f
tal, battery or
all mains set.

Ak your local

dogler . or send

postal order
NOW.

The British Piz Co.,
Ltd., Dept. 403 usm
Eonthwa:lésct London.

@g

OVER A MILLION PIX LISTENERS

10,000 GRAMO-MOTORS FROM STOCK
BIG CASH DISCOUNT ALLOWED

Make a Gramophone or dexom‘xm
Order . loose kits or sets and aa-
semble them at home. Get for 3d. our B
ney §1-page Catalogue with instiue-
tions how to make thein. We eeill
motors from 7/6, pick-ups, big J
volume horne, loudspeakera radio
kits, complete recciving scts, gramwo-
rhones, radiograma. Buy your Radio
Bet through wus, 1938 all brands
list free. Established 1903.

The REGENT FITTINGS Co.,

SERADEX RESISTANCES

New list now ready.
Send Stamp to:—

TREVOR PEPPER

WAKEGREEN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM
£ Radio-Gram

CABINET for 65,-
SEVEN DAYS' FREE TRIAL
(OR_10/- MONTHLY)
Polished Oak! and Piano bullt!
The acoustic Toue brings a fine
thrill. Makers to Radio-Press,

B.B.O., 8,000 clientele.

Other Models 35[- to £15.
Photographs and  List FREE.

PICKETTS "2y

PR  AMwne  RA,  Retlevhenth,

D.2885, 120, Old Street Loadon, E.C.3,

Famous Maker’s Ofter .

" Any make Uait, Transfermers,
etc., from 3/-: Blue Spats, 5/-;
oving Coils, Eliminators, etc,
g? 5/-. Repaclirs guaranteﬂg

'abotitory tested ‘and -returne
S PEAKER C.0.D. post. Special trade terms
ar by contract.
23 N[:&F wEEDON POWER LINK RADIO
€0.. 185, Earliam Grove, London,:
E.7  (Phone: Maryland 4344).

TELEVISION COMPONENTS
Supplied for Home Construction.
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SPECIAL NOTE |

We wish to draw ‘the reader’s attention to the
fact that the Queries 8ervice js intended only
for the solution of problems or difficalties
arising from the construction of receivers
described in our pages, from articles appearing
in our pages, or on general wireless matters.
We regret that we cannot, for obvious reasons—
(1) Supply cireuit diagrams of complete
muiti-valve recelvers.
(2) Suggest alterations or modifications of
recelvers described in our contem-
joraries. k
(3) Suggest alterafions or modifications to
commercial recefvers.
(4) Answer queries over the telephone.

Please notealso, that ali sketehes and drawings
which are sent tous, should bear the nanie
and address of the sender. =

P

et () -t
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DUAL BALANCED SPEAKERS

‘| have noticed one or two advertisements lately
showing two loud-speakers mounted on one plate.
One seems to be a small sreaker, and the other a large
one, and most extravagant claims seem to he made for
them. 1Is there anything in this idea, or is it just an

“adverfising stunt ? 'If it is sound, could § make up any-

thing on the lines of it ? W hat should I gain ? “} hope
1 am not asking too much, but § am only a newconferto
wireless, and | should much appreciate your assis-
tance.”—(M. B,, Clovelly.) ]
The iden of nsing two speakers i3 to endeavour to
‘provide a more even response curve. The theory is
that one speaker is designed to deal satisfactorily
with the high notes, and the other is to deal well with
the bass notes. Therefore, what one speaker lacks, the
other deals with, aud so there iz, theorctically, a much
straighter amplification curve. 1t is, of course, essen-
tial that the speakers should be well designed if there
is to be no * peakiness”* or other troubles, and we
rthink you will find that the only people who are making
“these speakers are firms who have specialised in
speakers, and are, therfore, well_able to design a
perfectly matched pair. You could try the idea at
Lomc, but you would no doubt find that you conld
only compromise, and would not get sueh good results
as a commercial make of Dual Speaker would give.

MAINS INTERFERENCE

“ | am living next door to a workshop, and every
time they use their power lathe § get terrible cracklings
and hum in my set which Is mains driven, L.should like
to know how to stop this trouble, which spoilsthe pro-
grammes while it lasts. | have tried several ideas, even
to using a frame aerial, but nothing seems to be much
good. Could you help me, please ? ”"—(S8. V., Man-
chester.) . X

The tronble may be induced through the mains, or
may simply be caused by pick up of the sparking
at a commutator or other similer.device, if the power
latbe is very close to your sct or-acrial.- The firm re-
spomsible for the maehineéry #houli be informed of the
interference, and theyshould then take steps to remove
it by fixing condensers across the brushes, or whatever
js found necessary to reduce the trouble. If the firm
prove unwilling to do this, you should communicato
with the B.B:C., and they will take up” the matter
with them. 1f the trouble is caused byyinduction
through the mains, you could try the effect of fixing
two large chokes in series with the leads to the mains
from the transformer primary. These should be of the,
type specially made for the purpose, or yow could make

. up two for yourself by winding on a good quality

ehonite former haying a diameter of 2in., 60 to 100

- turns of 22-gauge D.C.C. wire. Do not he tempted to.

_use ordinary H.F. chokes, as these ave not wound with
wire sutficiently thick to ecarry the current, .

COLOUR CODE RESISTANGE d !
“|]. have a factory-made receiver installed, .and
unfortunatelv it has met with an accident, Whilst it

“find the spark will not-take place. It will not

PRACTICAL WIRELESS
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LET OUR TECHNICAL STAFF SOLVE

) YOUR PROBLEMS

| —— - ;
If a postal reply is

desired, a stamped ad- E b

dressed envelope must .

be enclosed. Every
query and drawing
which is sent must bear
the name and address of the sender. Send
your, queries o The Editor, PRACTICAL
WIRELESS, Geo. Newnes, Ltd., 8-11,

Southampton St.. Strand. London. W.C.2.

was being dusted the other week it was knocked on to
the floor and upon inspection one of the valves was found
to be broken and replaced. The set would not work,
however, and | tried all feads and so on, and eventually
found that a small pencil-shaped article was broken into
two parts. 1 do not understand the circuit arrangement,
but 1 believe this might be a resistance. It is coloured
a chocolate tint, and one end is painted black. In
addition there is a larga yellow spot in the centre of it.
€an you tell me what it is, and whether it is possible to
replace it? Unfortunately, the firm who made the set
is no longer in existence, or | would not have troubled
you.”—(Y. G., Hendon,)

The component you refer to is certainly a resist-
ance, and the method of colouring denotes its value.
The system of colour coding as it is colled was first
used In America and is now becoming popular in this
country, and the industry has adopted a definite
system which all makers adopt so as to provide uni-
formity. The particular valuc of the resistance which
you have broken is 100,000 ohms, and yon should
therefore obtain one of that value for replacement
purposes.

DATA SHEET No. 19
Cut this out each week and paste it in a
notebook
TABLE OF ACCUMULATOR
SOLUTIONS
No of parts of | Xo. of parts } Approx. sp.g. -
pure sulphurie { of distilled |} of I;esmtmr:t,g H
acid (sp.g.= water Ssp.g. mixture,
1.842). =1.0).
By volume-.-
1 1 1.42
1 2 1.28
1 3 1.21
1 3% 1.19
i 4 . 1.17
1 5 114
By weight—
1 1 1.30
1 2 1.18

INDOOR AERIAL

“ My receiver is operated from a thin, flexible wire
arrangement run round the upper part of my walls, and
unfortunataly there is only one place where it can be
put. This runs very close to a lead which connects an
electric bell and indicating board operated from each of
the rooms in_my house, Whenever one of the bells
Is rung there is a terrible rattle from the loud-speaker,
and § should much appreciate your advice as to how
this may be avoided. 1f it is not possible to efiect a
completes elimination, some geduction in the inter-
ference- would be useful.'”—(F. T. B., Kensington.)

The fnost practicable solution of your diflitulty is
to affix a largo condenser; say 2 wfd., across'the: con-
tacts of the bell make-and-break.. This js the point
where a small serew touches a thin spring, and if yon

wateh this point when the bell is rung you will no.

doubt see a small spark at the point ef contact. This
is what Is causing yqur trquhle, and by conmecting
one terminat of the condenser to the screw, and the
other terminal to the small vibrating spring, you will
erefore
be heard through vour loud-speaker. Have you tried
the effect of utilising one of the bell leads as an aeriai ?
This may prove more efficient than your present wire,
as there will be a certain amount of screening with the
existing arrangement,

BUYING A MAINS RECEIVER o
¢ | have read your.book since No. t;-and am feeling
now that it is time | scrapped my present wireless set

¢ The coupon on this

72 3 i pagemust be attached
a : to every query, :

QUIRIES

y Our Technical Sfaf/

~—which is a shop-made articie dating from 1925, 1
have the electric light laid on, but have been told that it
is Just as expensive to use a mains set as to pay for
accumulator charging and batteries. Can you confirm
this, and give me an idea what a set costs to work off
the mains ¢ | should like a powerfut set, one that brings
in plenty of foreigners at a good volume, and I do not
very much objectto the price— say up totwenty guineas,’
—{G. M. N., Preston).

You have certainly been misinformed regarding the
running costs of a mains receiver. At the most, it will
only consume as much as an ordinary electric lamp,
and in some cases it may consume very much less.
¥Ygn are on A.C,, and thercfore you can get a good
commercial receiver employing four valves, which
will give yon forty or fifty stations, with a really
powerful output, and which will consume ahout 30
watts. If you run this from a power point at say
1d. a unit, you will get thirty odd hours running for
1d., which is surely much cheaper than paying 1s. or
so for charging an agcumulator every week, and 10s.
for new batteries every few months. In addition, you
have the advantage of constant voltage all the time
and not maximum voltage for a short perio!, and then a
conéstantly falling voitage as the H.T. battery rums
out. |

ANOTHER MAINS PROBLEM

‘“Our house is fitted with D.C. power at 200 voits. I
am going to build up a mains set, but feel tnat ) shalt!
not ke able to get a really powerful kick out of the L.S.
with such a low voltage. | am buying special D.C.
valves, and should tike to know what type of circuit
- you can recommend for my use. There does not seem
to be a really good Power valve for D.C. users, the
same as there is for A.C. sets, and ¢ would like to get
such results. What do you suggest please ? "'—(8. K.,
Twickenham.)

You need”not despair, 8.K., .as yod have quite a
simple deviee which may be employed to help you to
et a greater output than at first seems possible from
200 volts. We refer, of course, to Push-Pall output
valves, The circuit we would recommend wounld be,
8.G., Detector, L.F. and twe Power valves in Push-Pull. |
A volume control should be joined across the Secondary
of the transformer of the first L. F. stage, aud you will find
that even allowing for a reduction below 200 volts,
due to the employment of antomatic Grid Bias, you
will be able to get very nearly 2 watts undistorted out-
put, which is morc than enough for ordinary home
use. We enclose a suitable circuit herewith. i

AUTOMATIC VOLUME CONTROL

* Your recent article on automatically controlling
volume, was most interesting, but 1 should greatly
appreciate some definite values relative to my receiver,
which is a Mains Three. | quite appreciate that the
values will depend upon the particular components
which | am using, but could you give me some starting-
off point ? '*—(S. G., Newton Abbot.), L

A detailed article appears in this issme, S.G.. and
this gives in addition to certain cirenit considerations,
some definite data which will no doubt be of great n-e
to you. The values given in the cirenit shown shduld
be applicable {o your own. receiver, hut yon will no
doubt be able to modify these if any modification is
DCCESSary,

DIAL MARKINGS
“‘ Is there any reason for the difference in some dial
markings? Some are marked from O to 100, whilst
others are marked 180, and | would like to know whether
it makes any difference to the tuning-in of foreigners.””
-—(F. H., Balham.)
here is no difference in getual tuning, no matter how
the digl is marked. Theoretically certain types of con-
denser should be marked in degrees from 0 to 100 in
order ‘that actual degrees may represent kilocyele
separations, but beyond this there is no difference.

'FREE ADVICE BUREAU

COUPON

This coupon is available untl Feb. 4th, 1033,
and muet be attached to all letters containing
' .queries. 1
. ..PRACTICAL WIRELESS 28/1/33,

St G By A B S0 B 8 8¢




= CATALOGUE
RECEIVED

To save rcaders trouble, we undcrtake to send on
catalogucs of any of our advertisers. Merely state, ou
a postcard,« the names of thc firmg from whom you
requirc calaloqucs, and address it -to * Catalogue,’’
IPRACTICAL V/1RELESS, Geo, Newncs, Ltd., s
Southampton St., Strand, London, iv.c.2. Where
‘advertisers make a charge, or require postage, this
should Le enclosed.

'DUBILIER PRODUCTS

,WE have received from the Dubilier Condenser

! Company, two booklets of -special interest to

» home constructors, One deals with condensers and
. rgsistances and gives partleulars of miica condensers,
paper condensers, block condensers for nse with mains
receivers and ‘battery eliminators,” and- high voltage
electrolytic condensers, Resistance capacity coupling
units and anti-interference fliters are amongst the other
components listed. The .other booklet deals with

Dubilier mctallized resistinces, "designed especlally |

for use in mains-operated receivers for voltage dropping
and decoupling purposes. Useful tables giving
maximum currents and voltages, and graphs showing
the voltage and current ratings at a glance, are also
included in tho booklet. Interested readers thould

° write for copies of these book|ets to Dubilier Condenser
Co., 1.td., Ducon Works, Victoria Road, North Acton,
London, W.3.

LOEWE RADIO COMPONENTS
JIE latest list received from the Locwe Radio
Company gives particulars of their paper con-
densers—with details of the various tests to which
they are subjected; valves, both of the multiple
type, and rectifying valves ; recefver chassis; gramo-
phone pick-up; volume control; loud-speaker and
loud-speaker chassis, are well illustrated, and copious
details are given. It is explained that the majority
of the components are protected by Letters Patent.

TUNEWELL COMPONENTS
MONG the new components shown in the latest
folder issued by Tunewell Radio, Ltd., are well-
finished sets of screened band-pass coils having a range
of 200-2,000 metres. The colls are wound on ribbed
ebonite formers and are sccurately matched to withiu
one-half per cent,
bases containing switches with phosphor bronze
springs und cbonite actuating camws,

EDISWAN H.T. BATTERIES

OMY. useful information concernlng the Ediswan
H.T. and grid-bias batteries is given in a smart

They are mounted on bakelite

* PRACTICAL WIRELESS

booklet -issued Ly the Edison Swan Electric Co.,
Ltd. Users of thesce batteries who wish to know -how +
to. obtain ~-the maximum length. of life' from® them,
together with the highest 'quality of reproduetion

-from their sets, will find the information in this -

booldet, which also contains a handy two-page chart
for logging stations,

COLVERN COILS
HE latest list issued by Colvern, Ltd., glves
particulars of a new dual-range coil known as
the T.D,, as well as full particulars of their other
numerous types. These new coils can be used in either
a detector LK. type of receiver-or jn a screen-grid
circuit, The bookiet can be obtained free on applica.
tion to Colvern Ltd., Mawneys Road, omford, Jssex.

Yw i emiof

1. Write legibly, in ink. Give your full pamc and
address. .

2. State type of receiver used, and whether trans-
mission was heard on headphones or on loud-gpeaker.

8. State approximate wavelength or frequency (o
which receiver was tuped, or, alternatively, state
betiween which two stations (of which you have the
condenser roadings) tho transmission was picked up.

4. Give date and time when broadcest was heard.
Do not forget to add whether a.m. or p,m.

-6, Give details of programme recetved, and, if you
can, rome jndication regarding the language, if heard.

6. State whether and what call was given andfor
kind of interval signal (mnetronomec, musical box,
bells, cte.) between items.

7. To faéilitate publlication of replics, append a
nom-de-plume to your-ingulry.

All inquiries should bo addressed to The Edilor,
PRACTICAL WIRELESS, 8-11, Sowthamplon Street,
Strand, London, TW.C.2, and the envelope marked
Broadcast Query Service, in- top lcft-band corner.
Stamped addressed envelope should not be encloscd,
as replies cannot be sent by post, but will be published
in due course, in cach issue of PRACTICAL WIRELESS.

Replies to Broadcast Querics

JaxNock (Littie Lever) : (1) vague ; possibly WBZ.
Boston (Mass.) on 302.8 m. ; (2) Leningrad ; interval
slgnal. E. SALTER (Essex): Shore-ship telephony ;

ssibly on 177 m.  BoX (8.8, Blackpool) : (1) CTIAA,

Lisbon on 31.25 m. {9,598 ke/s) ; (2) G2XO, is the call
sign of Mr. A. Turner, 13, Elgin Avenue, Maida Vale,
London, W.9. Brs 1038 (Herne Bay): Yes, WARC,
New York (348.6 n1t) divect. C-KER (Worksop) :

January -28th, 1933

We cannot possibly trace station from.details given as

we cannot establish wavelength- from your ‘condenser:

«legrees-only ;-it would help.if you: gave-the, gondenser

dial readings of another station.definitély “identifted

by vou on a nearby wavelength of the one heard.

f2['.\qLL ‘PoLE (8t. Helens) : WTIC, Hartford (Conn.) on
82.8 m.

EASY TERMS

Any Amplion, Blue Spot, Baker, Celestion,
Epoch, Goodmans., Igranic, Lanchester,
Ormond, R. & A., Rola, Sonochorde, or W B,
Moving Coil Speaker supplied promptly.

SEND 5 [= oONLY

PROMPT
DELIVERY

and pay_the balance by monthly instalments.

No references. ~ Entirely private and confi-

dential.  Write for Catalogue and details to:
TURNADGE & PARTNERS, LTD.,

Ludgate House, Fleet Strest, London, E.C.4,
Telephone : Centrai 1903. ’
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WIRELESS GUIDE
Write NOW for FREE copy of new esdition
which contalns.full details of New Season’s
Apparatus, Coniponents, ete, Also ask
for latest Bargain Bulletin. Any 1oaterials
advertised in ** Practical Wircless " can be
rupplied :—

J. H. TAYLOR & (0., 28, Radioc House,
MACAULAY STREET, HUDDERSFIELD.
Fhone 341.

"GRID LEAKS of Precision @ 10d. ea.

LEWMED GRID LEAKS are accurate, uncon-
ditionally guaranteed for 12 months, the resistance
does not v over a voltage range of from 2 to 200
volts, the standard values arc 1, ! 1, 2 and 3 megohms,
at 10d, each, or a sct of 5 for 4s, Obtainable from
your usual dealer, or direct from the manufacturers
post free.  Postal orders must be crossed to LEAWVMED
RADIO, 38, Gravelly Hill North, Erdington, Birming-
ham, The best is always good enough.

THAT'S UP-TO-

Radio is the best hobby in the world, but
it has one big disadvantage in my eyes. No
—1I don’t mind going to bed late o’ nights.
The disadvantage I refer to is the amazingly
rapid progress which radio keeps on making.
If only thosc incredibly ingenious engineers
would pause awhile in their labours so that
I could catch up with them ! Of course, I
keep up-to-date with modern ideas by dili-
gently reading my copy of PRACTICAL
WinELEsS every week—so do all of you.
But what I mean by “ catching up” is
actually hooking up these new circuits for
myself and passing my own judgment on

“them. And that costs money !

Two months ago, by limiting myself tg

sandwiches (without liquid refreshment !)

DATE — THAT WAS!

for weeks on end, I managed to achieve at
last *‘ band-pass tuning.”

But those gleaming aluminium coils
which I earried -home so proudly are now
almost old-fashioned to -my eyes. I
promise myself a set of the new Ferrocart
coils the minute they’re put on the market.
And I’'m not going back to sandwiches for
lanch. Neither am I going to try and pass
off my unwanted coils to a friend.

I feel angry with myself for not tumbling
to the solution before. Part Exchange!
Obviously a firm such as Co-Radio Ltd., who
are specialists in this part exchange business,
know the second-hand market intimately
and will say quickly and precisely what my
apparatus is worth. Of course, I have a

By "' PUSH-PUSH "

pretty good idea myself. T realise that
components such as tuning coils which date
quite quickly have not such a very good
second-hand value as, for instance, trans-
formers of well-known makes.

Now I read the constructional articles
in Practrear WIRerEss and know I can
afford to try out any circuits that take my
fancy. »

So could you all. Why don’t you write to
Co-Radio Ltd. for a free Quotation on your
surplus apparatus ? Here is the address :—

CORADIO

Dept. C.6, 78, Neal Street,
Shaftesbury Avenue, W.C.
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TIT-BITS GREAT

'ITHOUT  question, the most sensational
Souvenir offer ever made by a paper to its
readers, Wkether you are an old or a rew reader of
Tit-Bits, you are invited to avail yourself at orce of
this amazing offer. There are no ¢ hidden com-
ditions.”> You merely have to comply with a few
simple rules, ard this up-to-date, high-grade Camera
with fixel VPortrait Lens, complete with valuable
handbook, ¢ Prize-Winning Snapshots,” and
Instruction Bcoklet will be sent to you im {ime
to take *‘Spaps” at Easter. So simple is this
Camera, and co efficient, that even though you know
nothing about photography, you will be able to e -
take-reriect-*¢ Snaps *’ right away.

WXTH a Tit-Bits Camera you can not only secure

VALUE a truly invaluable collection of photo-
8/6 graphic records of your Holidays, your week-end

This illustration is
from anactaai photo-
graph of the Tit-Bity
“Sonvenir *’ Camera.
It Is tke latest-pattern
¢“Coronet ” Typs Box
Camera with Fixed Portrait
Lens, British made and tully
guarantsed by the Makers.
The fixed Portrait Lens is
an  exclusive feature of {his
magzificent Camera.

Rambles and Motor-runs, your Garden, your Friends,
your Children, your Pets, elc., but can alco obtain.at
very slight cost permarent enlargements which,
suitably framed, will adorn your home with Leautiful
and- intensely irteresting pictures.

ALL CAMERAS
WILL BE
DESPATCHED
IN TIME FOR
THE EASTER
HOLIDAYS

IMPORTANT !/ 7ic-5ics

¢ Souvenir *’
Camera is not a cheap article specially
produced for the purpose _ ' of this
advertising scheme, but is a  British-
made standard Camera of proved mezit,

used ‘and recommexzcded By thousands cf
enthusiastic amateur photograpkers in all
raris of tke country.

Geo. Newnss, Lid.
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Brilliant in' design and performance,
the two Lewcos pracision-made ‘com-
ponents illustrated — the Super H.E.
Choke (Price 6’-) and the Potentiometer
(Price 3’- to 8’-)—are fine examples
of the high quality and reliability of
alt Lewcos Radio Units.

Descriptive of these - components
Refs. W78 and W79 are included
in the serias now available.

A 50,000 OHM LEWCOS POTENTIOMETER,

AS ILLUSTRATED AT THE BOTTOM OF THI3

‘PAGE, IS SPECIFIED FOR THE “FURY
FOUR”_\DESCRIBED IN THI3 ISSUE.
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