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New Web Site:- http://iwww.waters-and-stanton.co.uk

of Service to
% UK Amateurs

This is our 25th Year of retailing Ham Radio equipment - unmatched by

Part Exchange Welcome any of our competitors. We shall be offering some unique deals - also

Download our latest second
hand list from our web slte

C-408 From
| HORA
70cms
Handheld
Full

CTCSS

£89 95!

FREE Postage

SpeciaL OFFeR PRICE

Full CTCSS; 20 memories; 1.6MHz repeater
shift; Priority channel, Scanning; Dual watch; Dual
mode squelch; PTT lock; 12.5/25kHz steps,
230mW output - all from just 2 x AA cells

SGC-2020 QRP HF Transcelv%r

0 - 20 Watts SSB and CW with full break-in. Can run
from 12 volts or interal pack. Delivery expected at the
end of February

1998 Catalogue

* Largest in Europe

* 176 Colour Pages

* 1000 Photographs

* 1400 Products

* Technical Specifications
* News Snippets

Now established as the fore-
most equipment guide this
edition is completely new
with every page in fulf colour
and aimost every rtem illus-
trated. For the cost of a mag:
azine you can get the best
quide ever.

£2.95 plus £1 postage

Hunter
Frequency Counter

Features:

10 - 2.8GHz
Ni-cad Pack

AC Charger
BNC Antenna
Full instructions

£59.5

Add £2.50 Post & Ins.

Check your base or handheld transceiver, or

hunt out frequencies of nearby transmitters or
handhelds. The “hold” button lets you lock on
and store the frequency.

e Stanton

c

Radio Comiv
Full Cataloguas

Wate
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unmatched by our competitors! UK's TRUE Number One Dealer

Kachina 505DSP HF Transceiver

A complete PC
controlled remote
HF rig - In stock

T
Main Features
100W HF All bands + Recelve 100kHz - 30MHz
Filters for SSB 3.5, 2.7, 2.4, 2, 1.7kHz

Filters for CW  1kHz, 500Hz, 200Hz, 100Hz

Band Scope, DSP filter, Memory keyer, log book,
VSWR meter, Smith Chart, pre-amp, 20dB attenua-
tor, plus many software controlled functions.

“YAESU
FT-8100 Dual Bander Mobile £449

A — e

Yaesu's new dual band mobile makes the competition
look old and out-dated. You get a detachable head, 300
memories, true dual same band rx, CTCSS encode and
the best display in the business. This Is proving to be
one of the best sellers ever - particularly at Our Pricel

SGC-230 Auto Wire ATU
18-y £299

Apply 12V and feed with any
power up to 200 Watts for
instant matching to any end
fed wire - any length!! Bulld a
true all-band long wire system
fo fit any garden

The last few of these rigs at a very special price. Where
else could you get a 100 Watt ht rig at this price?

“YAESU
FT-50R 2m/70cms Handy £269

* Wideband Rx (AM Airband)}
* FM Broadcast receive
*CTCSS & 1750Hz

112 Alphanumeric Memories
* Dual Watch - Milltary rated
* 5W from 12v DC input
* Ni-cads and AC Charger
This is a very solid rig that is
proving one of the most popular
dual band handhelds

.

UK'’s Top Dealer for YAESU, KENWOOD & ICOM

~, FREE-PHONE ORDER LINE

(; 0500 73-73-88

Read the latest Hot News on our Web

Orders: 05007373 88 ~
01702 206835 ., o

Enquiries 01702 206835 L-‘.W'&S?\
01702204965 \PLE/

FAX 01702 205843

E-mail sales@wsplc.demon.co.uk

KENN\VOOD

TM-741E 70cms Mobile

P .

A chance to purchase this top £469
range 70cms mobile at a sllly price! 35 Watts output. 41
memories and CTCSS encoder gives you all you need
to enjoy mobile or base station operation. 12.5kHz/
25kHz steps are featured together with a clear LCD.

“® AR-
ADS AR-146 2m 50W

3 Power levels - Wideband receive
* 40 Memories plus call channel
* 7 Programmable steps
*  Channel or frequency display
* The best sensitivity in the business
Keypad mic and mounting kit
*  CTCSS Encode and Decode!

+ ®  AT-600 Dual Bander

New Low
Price £249

PW says: “an Incredibly

well priced radio - amaz-

Ingly sensitive - audio -
worked very well with

W 12.5kHz channel spacing

- An Absolute Cracker”

* CTCSS encode/decode

* Full DTMF + 1750Hz tone
* Alphanumeric memories

* Full duplex

* CTCSS tone reader

* 29 programmable features
* AM airband receiver

* Rx up to 990MHz

* Ni-cads and charger

AT-201 2m FM Handy

WS 149

40 Channels
*5Won 12¥
* Hluminated keypad
* Full CTCSS
¥ 1750Hz tone
* DTMF
* Channel Reasout or
! Frequency Readout
* Set to Set Cloning
* Uses AA cells

WesS
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Deposits being taken

We promise you the lowest UK pricet Just give us your
address or phone number and we'll mail you the latest
Informatlon pack as soon as it is avallable.

ICOM |o74s1s 144MHz Phone

L
1]

jol tili

O

MATCH

" 100W 1.8 - 54MHz * 50W 144MHz - SSB - CW -FM
AM * Electronic keyer * Gen. cov receiver * Spectrum
scope * DSP noise filter * Notch filter * IF pass band

runrng Delivery trom stock,
ICOM IC-756 HF + 50MHz £1 895

* Superb DSP built-in
* CW Memory keyer
* 100% duty cycle

* 100W of pure Magic
* 160 - 6M

' SSB - CW - AM -FM
* Spectrum display * Keypad entry option

* Aulo ATU * DXers choice in the USA

KENWOOD 75570 1.8 - 30MHz

Kenwoods new transceiver that is earning a reputation
for offering one of the best receivers in the business. f
you are looking for a hot littte number that is not too
expenswe {Radio we meantl), send for brochure

ICOM 1C-207H 2m/70cm Mobile

£329

“2m & 70cm
° 50w/ 30w
‘ Detachable head

* Packet 9600 bps ready
* 180 Memory channels
* CTCSS & 1750Hz tone

KENWOQOD TM-V7E Dual Bander
£499

* 144 & 430MHz 50/35W ° Detachable front head
* Dual Rx on same band! * CTCSS & 1750Hz Tone
© 280 Memories * Large clear display

TR} W-MM1 Multimode Modem
* Packet. AMTOR. £69.95

*CW, SSTV, Fax, RTTY

* NAVTEX, SYNOP

* Transmit and receive

* Powered from RS-232 pont.

Was email: sales@wsplc.demon.co.uk

£1600

* 1.8 - 430MHz * 100W 1.8 - 50MHz * 50W 2m/70cm
*8S8B - CW - FM - AM * Gen. cov. receive * CTCSS
* Full duplex 42 Satellite tracking * Alphanumeric

* 01.Hz steps * Shuttle Jog * Keypad entry * Packet
ready 1200 & 9600 - DSP filtering * Dual display

* squelch * IF shift © Notch filter * Power control

* Tx monitor * Electronic keyer * 12.5 / 25kHz
switched FM filtering * Switchable pre-amp

* Size 260 x 86 x 270mm * weight 7kg

Above details are provisional

“YAESU
FT-920 1.8 - 54MHz

* 1.8 - 54MHz 100W ° DSP filter * MOSFET PA

¢ Internal ATU * Auro notch * Twin VFOs * Auto glow
display * Shuttle /og * Digital voice memory °

Electronic keyer * RS-232C converter ° Quick memory
bank + lots more phone or e-mall for colour leaflet

YYAESU
FT-1000MPDC

£1999

* 1.8 - 30MHz 100W * SSB - CW - FM - AM * Rx 100kHz
30MHz * Message memory ° Dual in-band rx * EDSP
fitter * RF processor * RF pre-amp * Electronic keyer

" IF shift width * Collins fitters * Comprehensive menu
system * RS-232 interface and more - send for details

TONNA Antennas - Perform!

Balun matched excellent gain and
VSWR. The favourate of the contest
groups. Mount horizontal or vértical.

March Offer:

20505 5 E| 50MHz
£86-96 £79 carr. £4
Just a small selection!

-
-
|
-
-
-
e

|

2 Metres 20921 21 EL 18dB £69.95
20804 4 Ef, 8dB £4495 23 cms

20809 9 El 13dB £52.95 20623 23EL 18dB £51.95
20811 11 EL 14dB £79.95 20635 35El 200B £61.95
20817 17El 15dB £9795 20855 55 El 21.50B £65.95
70cms 2069¢ 4 x23El kit £319.95
20909 9 E). 8dB £4595 20666 4 x55El kit £419.95
20919 19 El 160B  £53.95 Full range of spliters etc. Phone

Radio Controlled 24 Hour Clock
24 hour digital readout
£19.95

Day. week and month
50 years moon phase
Radio signal strength
Backlight and alarm
107 x 85 x 47mm

* 1.5V cells
* No memory effects
* Charge mid cycle is OK
* 5 year charge shell life
* 3 x capacity of ni-cads
‘ Very low cost
In stock nowl Note; you must use the special charger
supplied with Starter Kit
Starter Kit: Comprise 4 x AA cells and dedicated AC
wall charger £13.99 4+ £2 p&p
4 x AA cells (ready charged) £5.99 {£1 00 post)
8 x AA cells (ready charged

4 x AAA cells (uses standard charger) £5.99 (£1.00 post)

£10.99 (£1,50 post)

EXCLUSIVE 10 DAY APPROVAL - On All Maii Order Sales

IcoM |<>705 Mk 18 - 146MHz £995
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We are pleased to endorse the performance and design
of the IC-706 Mk Il transceiver as the best compact hf
mobile bar none. It out performs and out specifies any
other model. The only choice left is which dealer you buy
tt from! We offer you an unbeatable price and an unbeat-
able back-up service plus optional extended 5 year war-
ranty for an exira £981

YYAESU
VX-1R Dual band
The werld’s
Smallest HT
From the
UK’s
Blggest
Dealeri

Our best selling
dual bander and
one we would be
happy to own.

Bulk purchase means we can
offer this at a price we dare not
advertise! If you want the best
deal, PHONE!!!

KENWOQOD
THG-71E Dual band

* Dual Band 2m/70cm
* 200 memories
* Alphanumeric Display
* Full CTCSS
*DTMF
* Up to 6W out
* Wideband Receive
* lluminated Keypad
* PC Compatible
* Windows Programming

Send For Brochure

(IDCOM IC-T8E Dual Band handgy
l95

ém |[Frez
m MATCH

70cms

All in one

small package.

* 5W output (13V)

* 25/ 12.5kHz ready
* Wideband Rx

* Nickel Hydride batt
* Wide FM broadcast
* AM for airband

* Rapid scanning

* Alphanumeric

£219.5

*2m & 70cm Handy

* 70 Memories

* Full CTCSS

* Tone scan function
*Up to 4W out

* 8 tuning steps

* DTMF

* Auto power saver

* 600maH 7.2v ni-cad

* AC charger and helical

UK'’s largest Catalogue £3.95 inc. post



MFJ

Ham Radio

Accessories
Programmable DSP Filter

MFJ tunable wﬁu
_1
. Qt. e e
MFJ-784B -—=
Waorks with any rx. or tcvr,
*  DSP filter, tully programmable
* 16 Factory pre-sets
° Plugs directly into audio out

Drives speaker or headset
Requires 12v at approx 500mA

1 8-30MHz 300W ATU

———— o o

° 300 Watts PEP 150W CW

“ 1.8 - 30MHz - with easel

* Wire, coax or balanced line

* Balun included for best malch

© 30/ 300W power meter - PEP / RMS
" Antenna selector, by-pass elc.

~ 300W ATU + Dummy Load ]

MFJ-949 [t

* 160 to 10m 300W PEP 150w CW
Wire, coax or balanced feed
Built-in Dummy Load

*  30/300W power meter - PEP / RMS
Antenna selector, by-pass elc.

l .8-30MHz 300W ATU
%

* 160m - 10m + VSWR metering

* Wire, coax, balanced feed
* 3-way antenna swilch

* By-pass position

260 x 180 x 70mm

1.8 - 30MHz 3KW ATU

* 1.8 - 30MHz with roller coaster

* Cross needle VSWR & PEP

*“T" network with 4:1 balun

* Long wire, coax and balanced feed
* By-pass and Antenna select switch
* 270 x 375 x 115mm

Auto ATU matcher Q
e Lets your Auto

ATU match any
coax aerial

-8 ™

[ MEJ-514

Auto-Tuner Extender
Connect between transceiver and antenna -

no more problems with G5RVs and all those’

difficult antennas - 160 to 10 metres

Waters & Stanton

WARNING Certain cheap MFJ items being offered may be dangerous or sub standard,
have not been subject to UK Quality Control, and carry no MFJ UK Warranty - BEWARE !l !

Ameritron 811 1kW

Mobile HF+6m ATU

* 1.8 - 52MHz atu 300W max
* Buift-n VSWR Xneedle meter 30/300W
* Coax fed systems * Thru button

" 210 x 150 x 60mm

DSP Data Audlo Fllter

* CW 50, 100,200,500Hz filter
* Suits all data modes
* Full adjustable pass band & filter

2m FM Analyserm

This new analyser lets
you check out your 2m
FM signals and any
other local ones as
welll

* 1435 -148.5MHz

* Deviation

* Audio quality

* Field strength in dBm
* Scope socket

* 3uV sensitivi

* Runs from PP3

* Phases out noise at the antenna socket
* Kills local QRN - lets signals through

* No more electrical interference!

* Rf sensed for transceiver use (150W)

* Up to 20dB noise reduction

* Recovers signals below the noise!

* Adjust to suit local problems

* Kill that thermostat problem

MFJ-250X 1kW Load
* Oil ks not supplied m

T 1kW Dummy Load
e Oil cooled design
* 80-239 socket
j_;t *  lIdeal for linears
1MH2z to 400MHz

* 1.8MHz - 170MHz
* Digital Readout

* Resonance
*VSWR

* Impedance

* AA batteries or

" 12v external

The World's
Best Seller

Connect to aenal or coax and adjust it in
seconds. Turns hours into minutes and
ideas into antennas! Give your antenna
system a complete check out. Over 500
sold so farl A great piece of Kit.

IMPORTANT WARNING
If your MFJ item has no UK war-
ranty card, phone FREEPHONE

1.8-170MHz Ant. Analyser !
]

0500 73 73 88 quoting receipt
detalls - its your guarantee!

22, Main Road, Hockley, Essex SS5 4QS

1 kW linear 9d8 Gain
Like a 5 element Monobander!
*  Uses low cost 811A tubes
*  Built-in rugged AC Supply
*  Instant by-pass switch
PA V/A meter + Grid meter
*  Over rated vanable capacitors
" Fan cooled for long life
Very efficient - 600W oulput
*  Easy to tune and connect
° Size 16" x 13.75" x 8"

160 to 10M of DX-Gettlng Power
Perfectly matches all 100W rigs

Electronic Keyer | 300W Dummy Load

Dummy Load
50 Ohm
© 300w
*  OK o 450MHz
* Air cooled
S0-239
°  Totally enclosed
*  Essential item

Self contained - ext 12 or internal batt.
*  Semi auto and lull auto modes
* Dot dash memory - self completing
Waeight, tone and Vol. controls
Just plug in paddle and connect o rig
Works with all modem rigs.

Magnetlc Loop Antenna

| MFJ-264 1kW Model 64.95 |
New CW Tutor

G —
“It's an Amazing ldea!”

* Displays words, letlers and numbers
* 3 to 35WPM with natural CW note

* Various modes Including Farnsworth
* Enormous vocabulary of words

* Actually sends QSOs as welll

* Individual characters or groups

* Headphone socket; Power from PP3
* Sends text just like an actual test.

* A tutor that displays what it sends.

1DW 6m SSB Transcelver

T.’.Q_’_’-‘_oo __:

¢ Eieio S minme wyer
o wis .

The antenna for those with smalil gardens
or no gardens at alll Just 3ft in diameter it
performas as well as a full-sized dipole.
Tuning control signals are sent up the coax
cable. The only extra you need is a length
of coax cable to go between the supplied
control box and the loop. 2" mast mounting
brackets included for loop.

10 - 30MHz Size <1m (367)
* 50 Ohm feed 150W

* Remote control head included S s+
* uto band select  Fast/Slow tune o
* Cross needle VSWR meter * 50 - 50.3MHz 10W SSB

W5 GUETES L8 TRAWGIATHES
oeen W sem

3 *  RF speech processing
LCD Data Reader * 10MHz xtal fier
= Super performance

Ideal way to 6M DXing

200W Low Pass Filter

* Decodes CW, RTTY, ASCIl. AMTOR FEC
*LCD 2 x 16 characters

* 8000 character RAM

* Kay input for CW practice

" Epson compatible printer port

* Requires 12V at 300mA DC

*1.8-30MHz 200W PEP

* Connects to receiver phone socket * 50 Ohms impedance
T * 5008 @ 50MHz 0.5d8 at 30MHz
MFJ-901B HF ATU * §0-239 connectors
Long Wire 300W ATU I

- * Long Wire ATU
* 1.8 - 30MHz 200W O " 300W pep rating
* Long wire. balanced & coax o ame ’ ;Sgés1gr’7; o
P e TR P R "+ ise Portavie
please almost evyerybgdy . hpere itist MFJ-16010 * 80-239 to tx.

Enquiries: Tel. 01702 206835 / 204965

Fax. 01702 205843
FREEPHONE ORDER LINE 0500 73 73 88

E-mail: sales@wsplc.demon.co.uk
Web Site: http.//www.waters-and-stanton.co.uk

|
|
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Ku[d SOUNDTALK))))

All Change at Reg Ward in Axminster

We have moved Rodney, Bill and Mandy a few doors down the road intointo a new purpose
built communications and home entertainment showroom

Whether its a New amateur rig, shortwave receiver, the latest CD player , or just a chat and

a cup of coffee we'd love to see you.

Asmmemigtesmiien; Showroom

We aim to take the hassle out of choosing a new rig and with Rodney and Bill on hand to
offer friendly advice, you can be sure there won't be any high pressure sales techniques!

_Homes€ntercainment Systems

We have branched out into the world of home entertainment, and are now able to offer
advice and demonstrations on the top of the range Hi'Fi's from Kenwood and Sony.

_Riskaupiay Radiv Shack

Choose from any of the radios that Rodney has in stock, plug it in and try it out 'on the
air'.There's no better way to decide which rig is best suited tu you

NEW RADIOS ON DEMONSTRATION.

IC-746 HF, 2m & 6m Base Station  £1695
IC-706MKII HF + 2m + 6m Mobile = £949
FT-1000MP HF Base Station £2199
FT-8100 2m + 70cms Mobile £435
TMV-7E 2m + 70cms Mobile £495

T8E 2m, 70cms & 6m Handheld £339
FT-920 HF + 6m Base Station £1399
VX-1R 2m + 70cms Handheld £269
THG-71E 2m + 70cms Handheld £269
TS-570D HF Base Station £PHONE

We will match any price quoted by another authorised dealer

_nbeatable Opzning Offers
Yaesu FT1-920 HF + 6m Transceiver

£1399.00

Two Year Parts and Labour Warranty.
Deposit £139.90 12 payments of £104.92

AR303 Light Duty Rotator
Special Offer £39.00

Manson EP920 Power Supply
18A continuous 20A Max. £59.95

TSB3303 Dual Band Colinear
144/430MHz 1.15M 120W. £30.00

TSB3608 Triband Colinear
50/144/430MHz 2.43M 200W. £60.00

Track Air Airband Receiver
88-140MHz AM/FM 20 Memories £49.95

lcom IC-746 HF + 6m Transceiver

£1695.00

Two Year Parts and Labour Warranty.
Deposit £169.50 12 payments of £127.12

Siskin Axminster

We are pleased to say that the full range
of Siskin RF Data Products have now
landed at Axminster.

Timewave PK12 VHF 1200 baud TNC

List Price £129.00 Our Price £99.00
Including computer cable and software.

Siskin Multicat C.A.T. Interface

For Kenwood, lcom and Yaesu

Only £69.00 Complete with DOS and
Windows software, computer and radio cables.

Post and Packing £6.50 - Free Delivery on any itéms over £200.00 (UK Mainland Only)

1. 0% APR - simply pay a 10% deposit then pay the balance in 12 equal instalments.
2. Six Months Deferred - pay a 10% deposit and pay the balance at the end of six months.
3 12, 24 or 36 month Finance plans at competative rates.Subject to status.

Written quotations available on request.

Reg Ward Soundtaik, 1 Westminster House, West Street, Axminster EX13 5NX.
Tel: (01297) 34918 Fax: (01297) 34949. Open 10-5pm Mon., 9-5.30pm Tues.-Sat.




Winner to be announced
1st May 1998

WIN! WIN! WIN!
Spend £100 or more with us over the next three months (OR SPEND OVER £50.00 AT THE PICKETTS LOCK
SHOW) at any of our branches and you will automatically be entered into our free competition to win an Icom
IC-706MK2 Mobile Transceiver. There are twenty five runner up prizes available which include, handheld
transceivers, clocks, books, shirts and many amateur radio accessories.

Also with every purchase over £50.00 at the PICKETTS LOCK SHOW we will be giving away vouchers to
spend at our New Reg Ward shop in Axminster. This voucher will entitle you to £5.00 off any purchases over
£50.00 and £10.00 off purchases over £100.00.

SMC HQ, SM House, School Close, Chandlers Ford Ind. Est, Eastleigh, Hampshire SO53 4BY.
Tel: (01703) 251549. Open 9-5.15pm Monday-Friday, 9-1pm Saturday.
E:mail: amateur@smc-comms.com Web: http://www.smc-comms.com

Reg Ward, 1 Westminster House, West Street, Axminster EX13 5NX.

S”‘ Tel: (01297) 34918 Fax: (01297) 34949. Open 10-5pm Monday, 9-5.30pm Tuesday-Saturday.
ARE Communications, 6 Royal Parade, Hanger Lane, London W5A 1ET.

Tel: 0181 997 4476 Fax: 0181 991 2565. 10-6pm Monday-Friday, Saturday 9-1pm.




Please mention Practical Wireless when replying to advertisements

Cavendish House, Happisburgh,

FIRST FOR MAIL ORDER www.cacaca.com

CEA Tcomn

KENWOOD YAESU ICOM
PRICE MATCH

We match/hetter competitors advertised
prices on current UK equipment - and
give a better customer service.
Phone us last, for the best deal.

CQ-DX Antenna’

Do you remember when antennas were built to {ast?
Not anly do some lightweight makes foid up in the first puff of wind, but their bandwidth
is poor due to the small diameter of the elements. CQ-DX Beams are made to last, and
their bandwidth is excellent. Designed and built to professional standards, these beams
are available world-wide only from EastComm. Each beam is DC grounded, completely
sealed to prevent moisture ingress, and fitted with a downlead and ‘N’ socket, All saddie
clamps are Diecast Zinc Alloy. Booms allow for end fixing as well.

Don't throw money away on short-term solutions.
Buy a beam that will last! BUY CQ-DX!

Medel Band Elements Gain Boom Price
CQ-DX 50/4Y 6m 4EL 10.6dB 3.8m £89.95
CQ-DX 144/4Y 2m 4EL 10.6dB 1.5m £54.95
CQ-DX 144/10Y 2m 10EL 136dB 3.6m £79.95
CQ-DX 144/10XY 2m 10 EL crossed 13.6dB 4.0m £109.95
CQ-DX 430/10Y 70cm 10EL 13.6dB 1.5m £59.95
CQ-DX 430/18Y 70cm 18EL 17.6dB 2.8m £69.95
CQ-DX 430/18XY 70cm 18 EL crossed 17.6dB 3.2m £79.95
CQ-DX 430/24Y 70cm 24EL 18.2dB 4.0m £94.95

SAVE ON THESE INTRODUCTORY PRICES Carriage £10
FOR OUR FULL CATALOGUE SEND £2 IN STAMPS

i DELTA 1.5kW The only
o o hd COAX switches with
built in
SWITCHES Arc Protection
2WAY  SD233 10 600MHz £69.95  £5.95P&P
2WAY  NTYPEt0 1300MHz  £84.95  £5.95
J | " 4WAY  S0239 to 600MHz £9495  £5.95
4WAY  NTYPEt01300MHz  £109.35  £6.95

CALLSIGN CLOCK £39.95

includes world-wide delivery
Hand finished with CALLSIGN on the face. An ideal gift tor
Radio Amateurs. A usetul addition to any radio shack, and
a valuable operating aid. A large face gives excellem g
visibility across a radio room. The hour is indi¢ated in 12/24
hour format. Three colour with biue sky effect background
Global map shows countries with their bearing in degrees.
Models are available centred on other world areas.

WHEN ORDERING, STATE CALLSIGN AND AREA OF THE WORLD

AUTEK RF ANTENNA

ANALYSERS
RF1 HF £169.95 P&P 7.95

RF5 VHF/UHF £289.95 P&P 10.00

Protective Case £14.95 P&P 2.75
The RF1 adjusts antennas, feedlines, and
RF networks, from 1.2 to 35MHz in 5 bands,
It measures RF values of true impedance
{0-2000€2), SWR (1 10 15.1). C {0-9999pF)
and L {<0.04 ta 300uH). It instantly reads
nut impedance and SWR, Feedline loss and
phasing, @, tuned-circuit resonance can be
accurately measured and adjusted, L and C are
measured at the RF frequency of interest. not
at 1kHz or 100kHz as with other UC meters,
The RFS is continuously adjustable from 35 to
75MHz, and 138 to S00MHz (typically 530MHz)
in 3 bands. it measures RF values of true impedance (0-60002), SWR (1 ta 6:1), and its INSTANT
SWR mode finds the frequency of minimum SWR (or Z} on command automatically,
Both units fit into the pocket, and run on a standard 9V battery {or 7 - 12V}

6

Fax: 01692 650925 01692 650077 Mon-Fri: 9 - 5.30, Sat: 9 - 4.00

Mosley H.F. Antennas

All Mosley Antenpas have pre-dnilled and colour coded element pieces which makes
assembly quick and easy. All hardware Is of stainless steel and tubing is
aircraft grade, drawn, aluminium. This means that the
telescopic tubing can be of closer toferance. There
is no need therefore for unsitely hose
clamps. Compare the trap
~ well.
Mosely's unique design

assemblies as Mh
NS w
‘ PRI has two traps in each trap assembly. A

Mosley 3 element, tri-bander has only € trap
assemblies, whilst other makes have twelve)
Consider the difference that makes to wind loading and structurai stability,

VERTICALS RV-4-C 10/15/20/40m £269 Carr £10
RV-6-C-WARC  10/12/15/17/20/40m €5 £10

RV-7-C-WARC  10/12/15/17/20/30/40m £318  £10

STANDARD TA-31-JR-N 10/15/20m VEL £199  £10
TA-32-JR-N 10/15/20m 2EL £299  £15

TA-33-JR-N 10/15/20m JEL £389 €15

TA-33-JR-N-WARC 10/12/15/17/20m 4EL £499  £15

HEAVY DUTY TA-31-M 10/15/20m EL £229 €10
TA-32-M 10/15/20m 26L £399  £15

TA-33-M 10/15/20m JEL £509  £15

TA-33-M-WARC  10/12/15/17/20m 4EL £659  £15

HEAVY DUTY COMPACT  TA-53-M-WARC  10/12/15/17/20M 4EL £769  £15
HEAVY DUTY CLASSIC  CL-33-M 10/15/20m 3EL £679  £15
CL-36-M 10/15/20m BEL £389  £20

WARC BANDS TW-33 12/17/30m JEL £829  £15
AntisCorroston Compound fopAlumihiym Antennas;ACJ-2 SacheBE7.95 p&p £1195

®
IBROPLE X ..
£7.95 each key
1AMBIC
STANDARD £169

DELUXE £199

ORIGINAL BUG

TANDARD £179
[s)ELuxs £219 BRASS RACER
IAMBIC

Left Handed DELUXE £239

SINGLE PADDLE

STANDARD £169
STRAIGHT KEY DELUXE £199 VIBROPLEX
STANDARD £169 S
DELUXE £199 L R
gﬁé’g&%ﬁﬁg ALL OUR VIBROPLEX KEYS
IAMBIC £369 ARE NOW SUPPLIED WITH
OWNERSHIP CERTIFICATES

SWR/POWER METERS

CROSS NEEDLE P&P £5.95 each

CN-220  18-250MHz 15/150/1500W  £108.95
CN-t40  140-170MHz 1snsonsow 995 ]

CN-V/URF 140-170,410-450MHz 15/150/1500W £89.95

PORTABLE
wias0 140-170,400-470MHz 0-150W £34.95

i< B iz

= kK- 2|
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DELUXE MOBILE ANTENNAS: P&P £4.95
These antennas are built to ensure maximum
strength and performance, Flexible 17/7PH
stainiess steel whips, incorporate 8 90° tilting
system. The UHF male antenna connector has a
gold plated centre pin, Tefton insulator and

silicone  rubber gasket for perfect
waterproofing.

HP2000 584 W 1%
142-148 MHz §.35d8 1.23m
HP2000C 12, 150w £39.95
$42-148MHz 7.15dB 1.97m
HP7000 58 10w £2995
430-440MHz 5.35dB 0.42m
HP?7000C 2x5/8). 100w £36.95
430-440MH2 7.15d8 0.73m
HP2070 1/445/8..  150W £29.95
140-150,430440MHz 215/535d8 0.45m
HP2020H V2+2x58). 150w £39.95
142-148,430-440MHz 5.15/8.15dB 1.05m
HP2070R 1/2+2x5/8). 150W £31.95
142-148,430-440MHz: 5.15/8.15dB  0.98m

MAGNETIC MOUNT/CABLE ASSEMBUES
With Coax Terminated PL259: P&P £4.95

MagH12PL 92mm Dia £21.95
Mag125pPL 130mm Dia £26.95
Mag145PL 160mm Dia £3495
Mag160PL Slim 160mm Dia £34.95
MOUNT/CABLE ASSEMBLIES

With Coax Terminated PL25% P&P £4.95
Trunk/Hatch MOUNT/Cable with Tilt ~ £26.95

Panet MOUNT and Cabie Assembly ~ £24.95
DELUXE BASE ANTENNAS P&P £9.95
cxen 3/4) J-Pole 500W £59.95
70-74MHz 5.15dB 29m
GP43-70  1/4) Ground Plane S00W £69.95
49-70MHz tuneatle 215dB 5m
SAZZN &5/8A 200W %
142-148MHz 7.15dB 2Im
SATG3N 3x5/8h 200W £59.95
430-440MHz 8.15dB 1.8m
SA705N 8x5/8 200W £79.95
430-440MH2 10.15d8  28m
SA210SN Y23, 2x5/8) 200w £59.95
142-148,430-440MHz 5.157.15d8  1.3m
SA270MN  6/85 3x5/8). 200W £69.95
142-148,430-440MH2 6.158.15dB  1.8m
SA2J0LN  2x5/BA, 5x5/84  200W £89.95
144-148,430-440MHz 7.151015dB 2Im
SD1300N Discone 2.15dB  200W £69.95
RX:25-1300MHz TX:4/6/2m,70/23cm 1.7m
WE NEED QUALITY, USED,
BOXED AMATEUR RADIO

EQUIPMENT. BEST PRICES
PAID. COLLECTION ARRANGED

Sigma Wire Antennas

The World’s Largest Antenna Manufacturer

Sigma Antennas are easy to assemble using the supplied instructions

All antennas marked * have a 3kW Current Balun option for only £18 extra.

Heavv Duty Deluxe G5RU’S so239 TERMINATION

Louls Varney deslgned the GSRV as a 154
centre-ted doublet on 14,15MHz, hence the top
length of 102ft. This gives a low feed point

impedance, which can be ma(ched 1o a 5062
line using a line transformer, and a mulimode
radiation pattern,

G5RY Fell Size 80/40/20/15/10m 102 long ms  4%php
G5RY Helf Size 40/20/15/10m 51" long [>T JY
: *
Shortened Dipole Antegnas 50239 TERMINATION
us J [ . r {0 1 =
SLS-40K 40m 38 long 09695  5.95p&p
SLS-80K 80m 69 long tmes 595
SLS-160K 160m 100" fang £8395 595
Receiving Dipole sozss rerminarion
e . ae
SRD 45’ long il £48.95 495 p&p
. k.. *
Trapped Dipole Antennas™ sozss Termination
- =
e {LE=—"1p . p- <] | £
o
S$b-32 20/15/10m 2 Trap 27 long £83.95 p&p 5.95
§D-34 20/15/10m 4 Trap 24° fong £142.95 195
$D-42 40/20/15/10m 2 Trap 55 jong £89.95 595
SD-44 40/20/15/10m 4 Trap 47 long 041.95 7195
$D-52 80/40/20/15/10m 2 Trap 105" fong £103.95 795
SD-54 80/40/20/15/10m 4 Trap 97 long £161.95 .95
SD-56 80/40/20/15/10m 6 Trap 86’ long £219.95 9.00
SD-68 160/80/40/20/15/10m 8 Trap 154" fong £297.95 10.00
SD-610 160/80/40/20/15/10m 10 Trap 148 long £349.95 10.00
$D-162 160/80m 2Trap 208 long £125.95 795
SDW-34W 3017/12m 4 Trap 32 long £139.95 795
SDW-46W 40/30/17/12m 6 Trap 46 long £199.95 900
SDW-S8W  80/40/30/17/12m 8 Trap 85’ long £274.95 9.00
SDW-610W 160/80/40/30/17/12m 10 Trap 152" fong £315.95 10.00
SVS-31 20/15/10m 1 Trap 14" long £49.95 p&p 4.95
SVS-32 20/15/10m 2 Trap 13 long €79.95 5.95
SVS-41 40/20/15/10m 1 Trap 28 long £52.95 5.95
SVS-42 40/20/15/10m 2Trap 24 long £81.95 595
SVS-51 80/40/20/15/10m 1 Trap 53 fong
£59.95 595 ;
SVS-52 80/40/20/15/10m 2Trap 49’ fong ,
£88.95 595
SVS-53 80/40/20/15/10m 3Trap 44’ long /
£118.95 195 /Q',
SVS-54 160/80/40/20/15/10m 4 Trap 77 long y
£156.95 195 M"
SVS-65 160/80/40/20/15/10m S Trap 73 fong
£189.95 785 y
SVS-161 160/80m 1 Trap 105" lang « \)
£70.95 595 ’
S0239 TERMINATION
pi
Anti-corrosion Y These vertical slopers are
compound for < fed at ground level with the
copper wire S cold’ side of the bottom
t x o connector connected to a
ol 5 ground stake.
ACJ-1 Sachet I A tayout of 4 trap sloper Coax feed
£7.95 p&p £1.95
IE= e

All Band SA-10 500 rermvanion

SA10 operates on all bands 160m - 10m. }t can be installed as a fiat top, stoper, or inverted
V' The top is 135ft/41.15m of heavy duty stranded copper wire, with Jow loss end insulators.
A centre insulator is fed with 100f/30 48m of 45052 heavy duty twin ribbon feeder, it will work

well from the balanced line output of your antenna tuner. £59.95 p&p £10
e {J 1 Qe
All Band Limited SPace sas 2
4509 TERMINATION

SAS-2 will operate on afl bands 160m - 10m. it can be installed as a flat tep, sloper, or inverted
V. The top is of heavy duty stranded copper wire, and provides 135f/41.15m electrical length,
with a physical length of only 70f/21.34m through the use of antenna shorteners. The centre
Insulator is fed with 100ft/30.48m of 450C) heavy duty twin ribbon feedes. This antenna will work
waell from the balanced line output of your antenna tuner. £89.95 p&p £10

Off Centre Fed Dipoles s;y repvinamion

E 3E
OCF Full Size 80/40/20/17/12/10m 135'jong  £6595 595 p&P
OCF Halt Size 40/20/10m 68'long (5095 595
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Traps & Shorteners
- -

These heavy duty deluxe 600W traps are housed in
weatherproof  enclosures. No soldering or jumper
wires are required.

Use 2 traps for a dipole, or 1 trap for a Vertical sioper.

ST-10  28MHztrap  £29.95 each p&p £4.9%
ST-12  24MHztrap  £29.95 sach £2.95
ST-15  2IMH2wap  €29.95 each £4.95
ST-17  18MHzuap  £29.95 aach £4.95
ST-20 14MHztrap  £29.95 each £4.95
ST-30  10MHztrap  £31.95 each £4.85
ST-40  MHzyap £31.95each £4.95
ST-80 35MHztrap  €31.95 cach £4.95

Antenna ‘Shorteners’ are excellent where
installation space is limited. Housed inside
weatherproof, sealed enclosures, so no
periodic ¢leaning is required.

Two are needed for a dipole, one for a

vertical sloper,

SLC-40 Shorten a 40m Dipole to 38 overall
£19.95 each p8p £275
SLC-80 Shorten a 80m Dipale ta 69° overall
£21.95 each £495
SLC-160 Shorten a 160m Dipole to 100" overall
£21.95 each 4

Baluns
& Centre Connectors

Lightweight, sealed,
weatherproof, with Solid
] 8 Brass rustproof terminals.
Jumper wires not needed.
Soldering of antenna wire
not necessary. DC grounded
for lightning protection.
S0239 Connector. Stainless
Support Hook {except SCE-
v 1/8).

SPB-1 Pro-Balun 11! impedance ratio

“voltage™ Balun that matches 50-75 ohm coax

to 50-75 ohm load. 3 - 35MHz, 1.5kW.

£29.95 p&p £4.95

SPB-1-C Pro-Balun 1:t impedance ratio

“cufrent type” balun that matches 50-75 ohm

coax to 50-75 ohm load. 1.5 - 60MHz, 3kW.

£32.95 pAp £4.95

SPB-4 Pro-Balun 4:) impedance ratio

“voltage” balun that matches 50-75 ohm coax

to 200-300 ohm load. 3 - 35MHg, 1.5kW,

£32.95 p&p £4.95

SCE-1 1kW centre connector for a dipole

antenna

£14.95 p&p £2.75

SCE-1/S 1kW connector for a vertical slopet’

antenna

£14.95 p&p £2.75

LONDON SHOW
7th & 8th MARCH
RED HALL
BLOCK J

HEAVY DUTY
POWER SUPPLIES

These stablized, pr d power supplies,
are top quality and a very compact design.
HT1420

£133.95  £10 p&p
Voltage 13.8vDC
Current Rating 20{25A
Dimensions 160 x 120 x 280mm
HT1520 £158.95  £10p&p
With Voltage & Current Meters
Voltage 35-18vDC
Current Rating 20/25A
Dimensions 160 x 120 x 280mm
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" MULTICOMM 2000

* WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER *
LARGE SHOWROOM * BEST PRICES

ALINCO

AUTHORISED DEALER

YAESU

AUTHORISED DEALER
*hk 2 YEAR WARRANTY * &%

ICOM

SPECIAL OFFERS

YAESU FT-847
HF/50/144/430MHz 100W output
PHONE FOR OUR INTRODUCTORY PRICE

ALINCO DX-70TH
HF 4 6 mir 100W continuous
PHONE FOR LOWEST UK PRICE

Icom’s Magship HF +6 mtr
£1695.00 ShEEy

:‘—m

= ICOM IC-746
YAESU FT-1000MP & .
* New™ model HF + 6+ 2 mtr
FREE PSU + MD-100 ALINCO DR-MQ6TH £1679.00

£1999.00 25W 6 mtr mobile incl. CTCSS

£249.95

| il )
HANDHELDS 5

DJ-19JE 2 mir h/h Tx + nicad & chgr £169:95 I 1ICOM IC-706 Mkil
DJ-GSEY Duul band h/h wide RX........... £26900 Qur most pnpu]ar transceiver

YAESU FT-920

FREE PSU + FM unit + AM filter TUNERS £895.00
.51399'00 EDX-1  Manual ATU for DX-70........ £489:95
EDX-2  120W auto ATU... ...£289:95 = -
-3 MOBILES -

D S DR-140E 2 mitr, 50W mobile FM Tx .... £249:95 ICOM IC-20TH
YAESU FT-736 DR-150E 2 mir. S0W mobile deluxe..... £279:95 B Dual band high power mobile
EREE 6 mtr + PSU DR-430E 70cms. 35W mobile FM Tx ...£289:95 | £299.60
£1349.00 DR-160E Dual band 50W mobile Tx... £525:00 | |
) DR-605E  Dual band mobile Tx............ 4399:95 [l |1
DR-610E  Dual band SOW mobiie Tx..... £499:00 |8 | -

ICOM IC-TS8E

HF TRANSCEIVERS 2/(’!/17 odl:'ﬁi'“d
DX-70T  I0W HF + 6 mir mobile........S695:01 £345.00
DX-70TH 100W HF + 6 mtr mobile...... £I7500 ’

DX-77 100W HF base station........... £635.00

YW  YAESU VX-IR

A fantastic deal
PHONE FOR LOWEST
UK PRICE

Dye—

A YUPITERU
AOR AR 8000 JRC NRD-535D

£295.00 Superb Deluxe Short Wave Receiver MVT-9000

£1375.00 ISR

*
AXAARARRN AR A RN AN AR, LSt i i st s sl sy

= ‘
AOR AR 7030 . __ =~ MVT-7100

- £220.00
£689.00 Y .Eg::g.m C ICOM TIMEWAVE

== IC-R8500 £1399.00 DSP-599ZX filter £319.00 *errdrantiinn
2222222222222 2222224

AOR AR 5000 ' ' VA6
o ——
AOR . = £225.00
£1299.00 E s
-

DRAKE BEARCAT
SW-2 £449.00 9000X LT £249.00

8 Practical Wireless, March 1998
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“SALES HOTLINE 01480 406770

| © % USED EQUIPMENT ALWAYS WANTED /

' % GUARANTEED TOP PRICES PAID

DIRECT
IMPORTERS

MFJ-910
HF mobile
antenna matcher
£18.00

MFJ-989C
3kW HF ATU

MFJ-862
VHF/UHF SWR
power meter
£44.00

MFI-969C
500W HF + 6 ATU
£139.00

MFi-931
Artificial RF
ground
£65.00

MFIJ-949E
300W HF ATU +
dummy load
£95.00

- ey
- 000-(19 oﬁ

MFJ-948B
300W HF ATU
£79.00 £69.00
WE KEEFP A FULL
RANGE OF
ACCESSORIES,
ANTENNAS, LINEARS,
BOOKS, ETC.

24 HOUR UK AND 48
HOUR WORLDWIDE
SHIPPING

OVERSEAS AND
GOVERNMENT
ORDERS ARE
WELCOME!!!

FRIENDLY FREE
ADVICE AND
GUIDANCE FOR NEW
CUSTOMERS!!

EMAIL: Sales @multicomm2000.com

Practical Wireless, March 1998

MEJ.945E
HF + 6 mtr. 300W ATU

Kenwood TS-570D
Latest DSP technology
HF transceiver
£1099.00

Yaesu FT-900
Limited “special” offer
£775.00

UNIT 3, 86 CAMBRIDGE STREET, ST. NEOTS, CAMBS PE19 1PJ

MFJ

MFJ-264
1.5kW dummy load
£45.00

MEFJ-259
Antenna analyser 1.8 - 170MHz
£149.00

MFJI-959B
Receiver antenna
tuner pre-amnp

Magnetic Loop Antennas
£69.00

MFIJ-1786 £259.00
MFJ-1783 £299.00

ALL
o DDUCTS
WE SELL ARE
- WCE MFJ-901B
RO Brilliant “budget”
HF ATU
£55.00

MFJ-784B
Fully featured
DSP filter
£179.00

MFJ-418
“New" CW tutor
£55.00

Yaesu FRG-100

£425.00

Icom PCR-1000
Icoms’ latest PC
controlled Rx
£345.00

Yaesu FT-840
Special “bargain”
£599.00

FAX: 01480-356192
WEBSITE: www.multicomm2000.com

“Lowest price ever”

/ f
£
4 r.

BEST UK
PRICES

TR S

& @

MF]-934
Antenna tuner &
artificial ground

£145.00

MF 1-903/9()6
6 mtr ATU’s
MFJ-903 £44.00
MF1-906 £69.00

MF)-921 4
mtr or 4 mtr ATU’s
£65.00

MFJ-94E
300W HF ATU

FOR OUR USED PRICE
LIST - SEE THE
TRADERS TABLE

WE PAY CASH FOR
YOUR USED
EQUIPMENT

WE OFFER
UNBEATABLE PART-
EXCHANGE DEALS

WE SELL EQUIPMENT
FOR YOU!!

PHONE FOR DETAILS
LOW COMMISSION
CHARGED

-

nNe =




In touch

with your needs

THE NEW HORA 70CM HAND
HELD TRANSCEIVER

Order Code NW36P

£89.99

(inc. VAT)

MORE PRODUCTS! MORE FUN!

For the radio amateur the Hora 70cm hand-held

transceiver is just one of many specialised products

we stock. m

e wmpgcd catalogue for electronics | NOW AVAILABLE ON CD ROM
: ) ' ¢ Includes over 400 Data Sheets J

¢ Prepare your order online
¢ Order code CQO1

There's over 22,000 products from modules and

kits to electronic parts and components. You can 1 9 9 8

MARCH 98.- AUGUST 98

©Y

order by telephone 24 hours a day or visit one of

e cesmplate (ataloges fir sisthioncs hsrh off | seg o8

our 48 stores nationwide. At Maplin we offer same

44 v108

day despatch and free delivery on orders over £30 A=t

(including VAT).

Order your catalogue now on 01702 554000
The catalogue costs just £3.99 plus p+p* and the

CD Rom is available at just £1.95 plus p+p*. ¢ Over 1,000 new products

¢ Includes over £50 worth of
discount vouchers
¢ Order code CA17

01702 554000 ==w

B A

You can also purchase your copy from your

wierl awr Web Snta
B it/ rwen magin cona J17

local Maplin store, WH Smith and john Menzies.

#(Add 50p for P&P). Orders outside the UK please send £8.99 or 21 IRCs for Aimail in Europe or surface mail outside Europe. Send £16.04 or 37 IRCs for Ainmail outside Europe to:
Maplin Electronics, PO Box 777, Rayleigh, Essex, England, SS6 8LU. Prices include VAT and are subsect to change. All ftems subject to avalabiity. E+OE. WHEN ORDERING PLEASE QUOTE PRIORITY CODE
MAOS2
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Odd Coincidence

A rather odd coincidence
occurred late in the Autumn
of 1997 when | received two
letters within two or three
days of each other, from two
radio enthusiasts serving long
prison sentences. One
prisoner - Keith Winward - is
from the North East of
England and is serving his
sentence in Maghaberry
Prison in Northern ireliand.
While the other prisoner

Don Sobey - Is serving his
sentence in Full Sutton prison
near York.

It's not my job to comment
or judge on their situation.
But | always bear in mind that
“But for the grace of God
there go |” and as far as I'm
concerned they are just two
radio enthusiasts who have
asked for my help.

Keith is a former soldier
who has much experience
with radio from his service in
the Army. He wrote to me
asking for help to tearn Morse
and to prepare for his RAE.

Don also wrote asking for
help and he specifically
wanted to start studying the
RAE, having been involved in
TV and Radio servicing. Both
men had been readers of PW
for some while.

Both men said in their
original letters to me that they
would not bilame me if i
ignored requests that had
come from prisoners and they
would understand if | didn‘t
reply. However, that's not my
way - and of course | was
more than willing to help
them but in trying to do so -
discovered that the hobby of
Amateur Radio (or even
studying for the
examinationl!) is considered
to be a security risk by the
Prison Service.

The audio cassette Morse
Code course | prepared for
Keitht Winward in time for
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Christmas was confiscated -
even though it was sent
through the Prison Education
Service as arranged.
Fortunately the Maghaberry
staff relented when Keith
expiained that the RAE is a
City & Guilds exam subject.
They then realised that
studying for the RAE is not a
threat - especially when you
consider that many prisons
allow high level computing
and telecommunications
study courses (with obvious
implications if you think
obsessively of security).

Media Publicity

Personally, | think that in both
cases (Full Sutton Prison are
still refusing to allow Don
Sobey to study for the RAE)
our hobby is being
considered as a ‘security risk’
because of Amateur’s Radio’s
previous poor media
publicity. Although t've
written to the staff concerned
- | feet sure that they must be
influenced by the regular (ill-
informed) media hype
headlines we see so often.

Hopefully the staff at Full
Sutton Prison will relent and
allow Don Sobey to study for
the RAE. | think this is
important as (and I'm truly
not intending to be
condescending here) it will
help both men to rehabilitate
and prepare for their return to
the community.

The obsessive imposition
of ‘security’ (or the perceived
‘security risk’ factor with
Amateur Radio does not
stand up nowadays. Even
‘ultra orthodox’ extreme ‘left’
and ‘right’ wing nations allow
access to our hobby. And
even those nations that
practice extreme religious and
political doctrines and are
‘closed’ to the influence of the
‘West’ in every other sense of
the word.. still permit

s we surge ahead to the new
Acentury, and our hobby strides

into the future I'd like to welcome
you to the ‘new look’ Practical Wireless
on behalf of the Editorial team. The ‘new
look” has been produced by another {very
important) part of the team - the An
Department. It's this team - led by Steve
Hunt our Art Editor who have worked
hard to include a fresh modern look to
your ‘old favourite’.

Steve and his team have worked hard
to enable us to use maore colour
throughout the magazine and to enable
the Editorial team to provide the best
presentation of our technical articles,
projects, news, features and information.
Obviously, with a magazine that's been
published continuously since 1932 there
have been some remarkable changes
but it's also remarkable that over the
years those changes have not led to the
loss of PW's very special identity.

Like everyone else on the magazine, |
fervently guard and support the outiook
and ethos of our very special and
‘treasured’ PW. Everyone here at the
Broadstone offices in Dorset also regard
you the reader to be very special - that's
why we’re extremely easy to talk to,
whether it be at a show, rally or club
meeting on my visits. So, don't forget we
truly value your ‘feedback’ in the form of
comments and suggestions as we strive
to serve the Radio Hobby now and into

the future.

Amateur Radio. So, why can’t
someone study for it here in
Britain...even if they are
‘under punishment’?

Correspondence
Course

Keith Winward has the ‘go
ahead’ for the study of the
RAE but can’t afford the cost
of the course (€E185). But I'm
willing to donate £50 towards
the cost and | appeal for help
from readers of like mind.
So, with your help we
can assist someone to
prepare to join our hobby
and perhaps even a new job
on his release. Qur
marvellous hobby of
Amateur Radio is an
honourabile fellowship and
not a threat to anyone
even if the student is in

prison!
Rob

Mannion
G3XFD

e

3N305 010vY HNILBWY IHL NO SM3IA SIH SHIY (034380 38 LSMW OHM) INO SNOIYLSTTI HAO



COMPILED BY ROB MANMNION G3XFD
& ZOE CRABB

STAR LETTER

Scott-Taggart Memories

Dear Sir

Reading through some of my back numbers of
PW | came across an article by Chartes Miller on
‘Valve & Vintage’, for hls subject in January and
Aprll 1997 Issues, he chose that entrepreneur
of the 1920s John Scott Taggart. | found the
articles very interesting on this gentieman’s
energy on valves and radio sets.

It was later in time that interested me,
because | worked with John Scott Taggart
when he was assigned to the Alr Ministry as a
civiltan technician, where he worked on
Radioiocation as It was then called. | was 18
years o!d and as an Aerial Erector in the RAF |
was instructed to work with Mr Scott Taggart
on varlous new installations.

| found him to be a gentieman who
certainly knew what he was doing, though at
the time | found him a little eccentric. He used
to ride a motorcycie to and from work, and on
one particular occasion at the Chain Home
Statlion in Rye in Sussex, he instructed me to
take a long coaxial cable 350ft to the top of one
of the transmitting towers and to fix it to a
speclal box, he told me It was an r.f. aerial, at
that time | wasn't fully technical, just did as !
was told.

At the time of this incident In 1941, there
were no two-way radios and was Instructed
that when | was ready, to wave my arms, he
watched through binoculars as | fitted the
coaxlal, when duly connected, as instructed, |
waved my arms, he then disappeared into the
block and | waited and waited. It was a very
cold November afternoon and all | had for
extra protection was a flying suit Issued for our
type of work, but at 350ft, wind blowing, the
temperature dropping fast, | was becoming
very cold indeed.

About one and a halif hours later, now
nearly dark, he emerged from the Block,
promptily got on his motorcycie and
disappeared up the lanes away from the
station. He was to have waved his arms to
indicate he'd completed the exercise and for
me to come down, but he compietely forgot
me stili sitting very uncomfortably 350ft In the
alry

Naturally | came down as qulckiy as | could
to find warmth in the Block, when | saw Mr
Scott Taggart next, | reminded him of what had
happened, he did apologlse (with a smile |
might addl). However, | worked with that
gentleman many times on similar projects until
t was promoted and posted to another unit,
but | wili never forget Mr John Scott Taggart.

| have taken PW for three years now and
always look forward to the day It arrives. it Is a
very lively magazine and on a iast note, | would
llke to say how much we enjoyed the visit from
Rob G3XFD to Eastbourne and Southdown ARS
In 1997.

Anthony Rayner MOAWOQ
East Sussex

Edrtor's comment: Absolutely fascinating
Anthony! Thanks for the memory, and |
thoroughly enjoyed my visit to the
Southdown ARS too. Any more Wartime
radio/radar memories readers?

Shabby Treatment

Dear Sir

if possible, 1 would like to
express my great
disappointment, via your
magazine, of the shabby
treatment of people like myself
who have in the last year or so
been trying to pass their
Amateur Radio Examination.
Having already passed Part 1 and
now trying for Part 2, | now find
that the goalposts have been
moved}

If | and obviously many
others do not pass Part 2 at the
December '97 sitting, we now
have to sit the whoie
Examination again. How on earth
can the City & Guilds make an
award and then turn around and
say itis no longer valid?

Are we now, at the very least,

multiple-choice questions to
reduce costs and facilitate
access for potential candidates.
A single examination paper also
brings the RAE in line with other
government licensing
examinations, including the
Driving and HGV theory tests.

After full consuitation with
both the Radiocommunications
Agency (Department of Trade
and industry) and the Radlio
Society of Great Britain
concerning the content and
structure of the revised
examination, it was agreed in )
January 1997 to introduce the
revised RAE in May 1998 and
discontinue the current
examination after December
1997.

From February 1997 City &
Guilds has given full publicity to
all its centres concerning the
Introduction of the revised RAE

entitled to a full including the
refund for the arrangement
money spent on Absolutely Appalled for the
gaining Part 1? Of Lancashire phasing out
what | suggest of the
should have Dear Sir current
happened is that | was absolutely appalied to learn that syllabus. It

anyone who

already has Part 1 discontinue the Radio Amateur Callbook
{or Part 2 for that and | understand that in future it will only
be available on CD ROM.

This sounds suspiciously like a
decision made by an accountant! | do

matter) should
have been entitled
to resit for the

Watson-Gupthill Publications are aboutto  was clearly

stated that
in the case of
candidates
who had
passed only

other Part required most of my reading in bed - | rest my case. one of the
without having to  Betnard Whitty G3HWX two

sit the whole Lancashire

examination again!

| would be very Editor's reply: Let's hope they change
their mind Bernard. They are certainly
going to lose a lot of ‘readers’ - including RAE (7650-

interested In
reading your
comments (and me!

others) on this

matter and especially the
comments of the City & Guilds of
London Institute.

Ken Davies

Stirlingshire

Editor's comment: We sent a
copy of Ken's letter to the City &
Guilds and their reply follows:

| acknowledge the concern
expressed by Mr Ken Davles with
regard to the circumstances
surrounding the introduction of
the revised Radio Amateurs
Examination in May 1998.

At the request of the Radio
Society of Great Britain, City &
Guilds agreed with the
permission of the
Radiocommunications Agency
(Dept. of Trade & Industry) to
introduce a revised RAE
consisting of a single
examination paper of 80

multiple-
choice
papers for
the former

001 and 7650+

002) there
would be TWO further
opportunities to take or re-sit
the remaining paper in May and
December 1997 only.

Because of the new
structure of a single muitiple-
choice examination paper, It
would be necessary for
candidates holding a pass In only
one of the former RAE papers to
take the whole of the new
examlnation from May 1998
onwards. in these clrcumstances
it has not been consldered
appropriate to refund fees for
any candidates having achleved
one paper only in the past.

Fuli publicity to this effect
has also been given to the Radio
Society of Great Britain and by
RadCom, PW and other radio
publtications.

It shouid be noted that no
major changes have been made
to the content of the current

The Star Letter will recelve 8 voucher wortth £10 to spend on iter
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MARCONI! OR TESLA

Dear Sir

All my fife | have always understood that ‘wireless’
was invented by Marconi, but on a recent trip to the
Rocky Mountains | found out that the Americans
now give credit for this to Tesla. However, they do

syllabus with the exception of
EMC where new topics have

Something cheap and easy, like
all (or almost all) the h.f,

been introduced including, for
exampie, the use of transceivers
In cars. information sheets on
these new EMC toplcs are
available from the Radlo Soclety
of Great Britain.

The newly revised RAE willl
reflect a more modern approach
while maintaining present high
standards. A revised syllabus
pamphlet and sampie paper are
avallable from the Clty & Guilds,
Sales Department at £10.50. {
hope Mr Davies will have passed
the December 1997 RAE Paper 2
and enjoy the benefits of
becoming a licensed Radio
Amateur.

Roger Bone

Assessment Services (vVocational)
City & Guilds of London Institute
London

Morse & Band Plans
Dear Sir

Having been a bit of a c.w.
fanatic in my time, 1 do not lean
either way on a compulsory
Morse test. Some people are
born into a fortunate time scaie,
while other Just have to put up
with it.

To me, a more Important
aspect of the forthcoming
connection is the
implementation of a compulsory
band plan, with non adherence
leading to confiscation of
equlipment. If a station is
operated correctly and in
accordance with the rules of the
game, then everyone will benefit
and life will take on a more
Intelllgent and toierant outlook.
J. G. Openshaw G2AYG
Lancashire

Carrying On The
Practical way
Dear Sir
I am writing with reference to
the Rev. George Dobbs G3RJV'S
excellent series entitied
‘Carrying On The Practical way'. !
always find this article very
interesting, being of a practical
mind myself, always eager to try
bullding something new.
Hooray for some great jdeas!
i have built some very good
direct conversion receivers
based on your designs. But what

projects?

A 144MH2z pre-amplifier
would be a great start, and
something I'm sure many
operators {(and v.h f. listeners)
would find very useful. | know |
would. Keep up the good work
and maybe we'll see something
In 1998?

N. Ginn
Norfolk

Editor’s repiy: A very good pointi
George G3RIV is kept busy with
h.f. matters but 'll look into the
possibilities.

varactors & varicap
Dear Sir

i would like to thank John G4BYV
for his letter which appeared in
the February 1998 issue of PW
regarding my article ‘What Is A
varactor Diode? {pubilshed in the
December 1997 issue)’. The
situation with regard to varactor
and varicap diodes may seem
confusing.

Some vyears ago the term
varicap was kept for diodes used
In fow power applications such as
osclilators and other smail tuning
applications. varactors as john
rightly states tended to be used
in multiptiers where much higher
powers were often encountered
as demonstrated by the fact that
they had to be mounted on a
heatsink.

However, both diodes are
exactly the same. Now, the term
varactor is used for variable
reactance (i.e. variable
capacitance) diodes for all
applications and the term varicap
is used much less, although it is
still seen occasionally.

As a result of the current
usage | used the term varactor to
describe the diode, hoping that it
would reduce the confusion.
| hope this explains the situation.
lan Poole G3YWX
Middiesex

admit that the first wireless patent was British,
taken out by Marconi in 1896, pointing out that

before that date, in the early 1890s, Tesla had freely

given some of his radio related inventions to the

world before even thinking of patenting them, and
he registered over 700 patents during his life {1856-

1943).
To commemorate his numerous inventions
there is a Nikola Tesla museum of Science and

Industry in Colorado Springs, at 2220 E. Bijou St.,

which is well worth a visit by any collector or

amateur. Open throughout the week from 10am to

4pm, there is a laboratory tour every afternaon.
So, the Amaricans say It was Tesla, the

Russians give the credit to Popov, the Germans to
Henrz and the English of course to Marconil Who

might | ask, did actually invent radio?

Hf by that we mean communication by means
of wireless waves, then surely the credit must go to

Marconi, who, one hundred years ago, was

Batteryless
Calculators

Dear Sir

The article by Ray Fautley G3ASG
on ‘Batteryless Calculators' In the
February edition of PW bought
back nostalgic memories of

sending messages in Morse code across the Solent
from the Isle of Wight to Bournemouth. Oniy a few
years later, he crossed the Atlantic, that really was

communicating!

What do other readers think about who should

get the credit?
Douglas Byrne G3KPD
Isle of Wight

working order. One of the good
polnts about it is that it allows
direct reading of cube roots which |
found very usefui. | also still have
severai others, including a Simplon
also one made in ivory with leather
case, one called Unique and the
Faber Casteil.

The Unique is a ‘'cheap and
cheerful one’, whereas the Faber
Castell is much superior. Of some,
the cursor can be worked on either
side and the siider turned over to
reveal more scales. The slide rules
were known as ‘guessing sticks’ at
school and some chaps used to
hide ‘cribs’ behind the slider!}

| still have the circular model.
These have the advantage that the
scales are continuous. The only
snag was that the cursor tended to
move around during operations
causing confusion and wrong
answers.

| hope that the high standard of
the magazine will be maintained -
and thanks for the interesting ook
back at the ‘old days’.

Martin Lindars
somerset

Letters Received Via The ‘Internet’
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Many letters intended for ‘Receiving You' now arrive via the ‘internet’,
And although there's no problem in general with E-Mail, many
correspondents are forgething to provide their postal address. t have to-
remind readers that although we wilt not publish a full posial address
{unlass we are asked to do so), we require r if the letter is to be
considered. So, please don't forget to include your full postal address and
callsign along with your E-Mail tuaroglyphics! Editor

—_—

s from our Book or other services offered b All other letters will
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about v.h.£.? Every week i read
through the magazine and find
h.f. pre-amps, h.f. receivers and new penceliwooden slide rule
h.f. this and that, but never v.h.f. complete with pink cardboard
will | ever see a 14aMHz pre- case.

amplifier or a recelver project? | still have It and it is in fuli

schoot days. | too bought the
woolworths 6d (two and a half

Practical Wireless receive a £5 vouc
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COMPILED BY DONNA VINCENT G7TZB

HEADLINE NEWS

Mr AMSAT UK!

Over the course of the last two vears, the
committee of AMSAT UK have been
preparing for the retirement of Ron
Broadbent MBE G3AAJ from his position as
Secretary, Treasurer and Editor, which he
has carried out so energetically for more
than 20 years. During this time, Ron's hard
work, knowledge and enthusiasm has
helped to buiid AMSAT UK into an
organisation with an international
reputation as a rellabie and timely source
of information.

Professor Martin
Sweeting OBE G3YJO
says that it's always
difficult to replace
someone who has
played such a
formative and central
role in building up a
Soclety and who has,
indeed, become 'Mr
AMSAT UK’. However,
the Committee has a
responsibility to the
membership to
ensure a smooth and
efficient succession,
and also owes it to
Ron to ensure that
he can enjoy his
retirement safe in |
the knowledge that all his hard work will
not disappear.

Even now he’s officially retired Ron will
remain active in the Committee of AMSAT
UK, relieved of the burdens of day-to-day
administration, he will have a responsibility
for representing AMSAT UK on and to
various bodies, such as the RSGB, IARU,
etc., as weil as having time to enjoy
Amateur Radio! This of course wili mean
that the AMSAT organisation will continue
to benefit from Ron’s great experience and
wide network of friends and contacts.

The PW team wish Ron all the best in
his retirement and hope that he will enjoy
being able to put the 'hobby’ back into his
Amateur Radio activities!

In view of Ron’s retirement all
correspondence to AMSAT UK should now
addressed to: AMSAT UK, 40 bownsview,
Small Dole, West Sussex BN5 9YB UK, Tel:
(012731 495733, FAX: (01273) 492927.

NEWS FROIVI AMERICA

Ed Taylor NOED, our American
correspondent, reports on an
issue which is a concern on
both sides of the Atlantic.

Safety And RF Fields
Administrations worid-wide
are introducing standards for
safe levels of exposure to radio
frequency (r.f.) energy. This
subject has become particular-
ly important recently, because
of the huge growth in the use
of mobile ‘phones in many
countries. Users of
devices which
radiate r.f. close
to the human
body want to be
sure that their
equipment is safe

Radio Amateurs
have been exempt
from many of the
regulations which
affect commercial
interests. The feeling
has been that enthusi-
asts who have learnt about
(and passed examinations
relating to) safe usage of their
own equipment will have
enough knowledge to observe
sensible precautions. However,
a step towards regulation
(rather than recommendation)
for Radlo Amateurs in the USA
came into effect on January
1st of this year.

While the new system is
not currently enforceable by
law, it's envisaged that there
will actually be a legal require-
ment to comply in two to three
years time. From the begin-
ning of this year, amateurs in
the USA should observe a
series of basic guidelines relat-
ing to r.f. exposure.

The American national
society (ARRL) have been
working closely with the regu-
latory body to develop the
new guldelines. Members of
the ARRL and advisors were
involved in reviewing prelimi
nary drafts. One result of their
deliberations is that a series of
tables has now been pub-
lished, showing various fre-
quencies, power levels and
antenna configurations, so that
‘hams’ can determine whether
their stations comply with the
rules.

So far, everyone in America
who's involved seems to be
taking the issue seriously.
However, there is not a com-

plete consensus on the extent
to which r.f. fields have
adverse effects, or even on the
level which is considered
harmful.

However, there Is no doubt
that human bodies ought not
to be exposed to large electro-
magnetic fields and rules need
to be followed in order to
avoid possible long-term prob-
lems. In fact, amateur stations
can sometimes create much
stronger fields than
their commaercial col-
leagues. For exam-
ple a kilowatt ampli-
fier feeding a high-
gain u.h.f. antenna
can be very haz-
ardous to anyone
standing close by
and in the direc-
tion of maximum
radiation.

There has
generally been
praise from American ama-
teurs for the way the new rules
have been introduced. The
majority consider that they are
not a major burden, and it
looks as if most ‘hams’ will
already be in compliance.

To reinforce the message
about r.f. environmental safety
practices, questions have been
added to the licensing exams
to cover the scope of these
regulations. Let’'s hope we’ll
see more situations where the
national societies and govern-
ment agencies co-operate to
produce rules which are fair,
sensible, and achieve a worth-
while goal.

Ed Taylor NOED

Communication

Centre

Bob Burrows G6DUN of the The
Shortwave Shop Radio Communications
Centre, 18 Fairmile Road Christchurch,
Dorset and his ‘team’ are pleased to
announce that they are now on the
Internet and have their very own Web
site. If you want to drop them an E-mail
the address is sales@shortwave.co.uk
and to take a look a their web-site you
need to point your browser at
http://www.shortwave.co.uk

In addition to this the Short Wave
Shop changed its opening hours with
effect from 2 January 1998. The opening
hours are now:
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First UK Digital
Radio Station

As the race for Digital Audio
Broadcasting (DAB) or Digital
Radio gathers pace across
Europe, WRN1, the 24 hour-a-
day English-language channel
of London-based World Radio
Network, has become the
first British radio station to
take part in an Eastern
European pilot DAB service.
Polish Radio is undertaking
trials in Warsaw using a trans-
mitter at the Palace of Culture,
the Polish capital’s tallest
building.

Polish Radio’s national
channels - Radio One, a gener-
al spoken word channel; Radio
2, a classical music, arts and
education channel; Radio 3, for
the under-25 listener and
Radio BIS, an educational ser-
vice are carried on this new
DAB pilot service. As from
Thursday 15 January, WRN1
has been carried 24 hours-a-
day on the Warsaw DAB
Digital Radio service

Simon Spanswick, World
Radio Network’s Director of
Corporate Affairs says “We are
delighted to be contributing to
this important project in
Poland. Poland has been run-
ning DAB Digital Radio trials
for sometime, and now we are
able to bring a high-quality

Tuesday-Friday: 10.30am-6.00pm
Saturdays: 10.00am-5.30pm
Closed Sunday and Monday

Finalily, there is a new hotline number that
you can call and this is: 07000 CQDXCQ
{273927). The old telephone/FAX number is
still in use and this is (01202) 490099.
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English-language service to
complement Polish Radio’s
popular national channels”.

The World Radio Network
has been actively involved in
DAB Digital Radio for some
years, and WRN1 has been
broadcast via this new trans-
mission technology in London
and Birmingham in the UK as
part of the GWR DAB multiplex
since 1996. World Radio
Network is also heard
overnight in Norway on the
NRK’s Alltid Nyheter DAB
Digital Radio programme.

“DAB Digital Radio repre-
sents the future of the radio
medium?”, says Simon
Spanswick. “it offers superb
sound quality, without any of
the hiss and interference that
can affect f.m. or the distortion
and fading of a.m. broadcasts.
And besides that, it offers the
opportunity for listeners to
have access to a wide range of
new services, as well as a
whole host of added-value
multi-media services.

“World Radio Network is
planning to expand its cover-
age via DAB Digital Radio
across Europe and in other
parts of the world as this excit-
ing new technology captures
the imagination of listeners.
We are also demonstrating
that DAB Digital Radio offers
Innovative broadcasters the
opportunity to reach new audi-
ences in new markets”

The first consumer DAB
Digital Radio receivers are
expected to be in the shops
from the Spring of this year.
So far more than 20 manufac-
turers have unveiled prototype
receivers including in-car
radios and home hi-fi tuners
and midi-systems. Watch this
space!

Badger Boards

Badger Boards, the supplier
of p.c.b.s for Practical Wireless
and Short Wave Magazine pro-
jects has moved to

12 Hazelhurst Road,

Castle Bromwich,
Birmingham

B36 OBH.

Tel: 0121-681 4168.

There is also a new catalogue
available, containing a range
of components, projects and
p.c.b.s, which is available free
to anyone sending Roy or Sue
Martin an s.s.a.e.

FOUR DAYS IN MAY QRP
CONFERENCE

The QRP Amateur Radio Club, International (QRP-
ARCI) have notified us that the third annual ‘Four
Days In May’ QRP Conference will be taking place
this year fram Thursday May 14 1938 and will as
usuat coincide with the Dayton HamVention in
Ohio, USA.

During the four days there will be plenty to
see-and do. For example the Thurday sees
Amateur Radio QRP presentations, warkshops and
demanstrations taking place as part of the QRP
Symposium to be held at QRP-ARC! headquarnters
at the Days Inn, Dayton South. Last year, this event
proved so popular it sold-out with 125 enthusiastic
pre-registered attendees making for a "standing
room only’ crowd

Those attending the QRP Symposium will start
thair day with a wake-up coffee social and then
will be treated to a full day of multi-media QRP pre-
sentations by renowned QRP authors and design-
ers. Topics will include: Antenna Feeders, PCB
Alternatives, G3RJV Six-Pack, Coherent CW,
Transistor Modelling, Beyond the NE-602, QRP PIC
Designs, and much more.

The Four Days in May QRP extravaganza will
continue on Friday 15th with the annual QRP-ARCI
Awards Banquet at which QRP dignitaries are hon-
oured for their services to the Amateur Radio com-
munity. Events on the Saturday will include an
evening social for QRPers to meet the many
regional North American and International QRP
Club members culminating in the annual QRP
building contest sponsored by the NorCal QRP
club.

For more information and registration details
please contact Bob Gobrick NOEB, FDIM 98
Publicity Chairperson. E-mail: rgobrick@worid-
net.att.net and rgoh@tengizchevroil.com

A Dip In The Lake

Lake Electronics manutacturer of kits like the one
shown here have recently launched a new cata-
logue. The 1998 Lake Electronics Cstalogue con-

tains details of the DTR series of h.f. c.w.
ransceivers together with a range of ancillary
items such as filters, a.t.u.s and antenna coupling
transformers.

Also included for the first ime is a section
devoted entirely to vintage radio containing details
on obsolete components and out-of-print books,
one of Alan Lake’s specialities. So, why don’t you
‘take a dip’ into the new Lake Catalogue, which is
available free on receipt on an AS s.s.a.e. or two
iRCs, by contacting Alan at 7 Middleton Close,
Nuthall, Nottingham NG16 1BX. Tel: 0115-938 2509
or E-mail:100775.730@compuserve.com You never
know you mind just find what you've been looking
for!
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Compile-d by Zoé Crabb

New Radio Group

Martin Hallard MOAJN, Divisional Sergeant of the
Bloxwich Quad Division, has recently written into 'Club
Spotlight’ with information of a station recently set-up
and news of a new radio group within the St John
Ambuiance.

The station GB6SJ ran from 1200 on the 29th
November to 1500 on the 30th November 1997. The
first h.f. antenna was a half size G5RV and the second
h.f. antenna was a vertical. A singie band antenna was
used for the v.h.f. radio and a duai-band antenna was
used for u.h.f. radio. For v.h.f. 5.5.b. 3 smail beam
(HBICV) was used, which was rotated by hand.

The furthest station contacted on h.f. was R97V
which was a speciatl event station in Murum, Russla,
this was on a frequency of 21.2648MHz using 100W via
the vertical antenna. On v.h.f., the furthest station
worked was G7THUD, who was located in Birkenhead,
this was done on a frequency of 144.260MHz using 10W
via the HBICV.

All radio equipment used was loaned to the group
by various people who Martin would ilke to thank. He
says that without the heip of these people, the station
would not have been able to run.

Operation of the station was overseen by Martin
MOAJN, David GOWWA, Kevin G6KOY, Phiilp GBUKV, lan
G1GzM, Stuart G7TBS, Mark GOWCI and Gareth G1VLS. So,
thanks to all who helped out with the running of the
station and those who raised sponsorship. The money
raised from the sponsorship was In the region of £150.

The date for the next station is hoped to be over
the weekend of the 17 and 18th October 1998 and it is
hoped to link every county within the country. Due to
the growing Interest within the St John Ambulance, it
has been decided to start up a radio group.

The main alm of the group is to promote the use
of radio within the St John Ambulance and It is also
hoped to run one special event station each year to
raise money for them. It has been suggested that
other areas/counties (If they are willing) start thelr
own radio group (this wili make the goal of tinking
counties a iot easier). Help in setting up a group In
other areas Is available by contacting Martin MOAJN
during the daytime on (01426) 119704 (pager) or in the
evenings on (0961) 808807 (mobilie).

Bangor's Talk

The Bangor & District Amateur Radio
Society meet on the 1st Wednesday of
the month in the Clandeboye Lodge
Hotel, Bangor at 8pm. A talk on Packet
Radio will be given, with live demos, by
Hugh GI3TLT on March 4th.

In addition, the annual Constructors
Contest will be held that evening. Visitors
and new members are most welcome.
More information from Roy GIOWVN on
{(01247) 460716.
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Cockenzie’'s
Background

The Cockenzie & Port
Seton Amateur Radio Club
(winners of the 1997 Club
Spotlight Club Magazine
Competition) was formed
back in 1984 with the sole aim
to help each other with any
Amateur Radio problems in a
relaxed atmosphere and aiso
that there would be no official
hierarchy, Chairman,
Secretary, Treasurer, etc. to
keep the club totally informal.
From this humble beginning,
the club has just grown from
strength-to-strength,
averaging now 33 people at
each club night.

Since those early days, the
club has moved on in the
sense that they are now a
very active group, running
Novice classes, Morse tuition,
Contesting, running Special
event Stations, Talks, etc., but
still managing to keep the
totally informat system. The
only difference in the
‘informal structure’ is that the
club have now adopted the
British Heart Foundation as
their charity and have
managed to raise over £3660
for them since 19941

You may be wondering
why the Cockenzie club
adopted the British Heart
Foundation as their charity,
well, it started at the very
beginning of 1994, after the
very sudden death of one of
the club members, Bunny
Anderson (s.w.l.). Bunny was
staying with his daughter and
her husband at Blyth for the
1993 Christmas, when he
suddenly collapsed and was
rushed to Warbreck Hospital,
Ashington, but unfortunately
died suddenly two days later.

A wreath was purchased
by the club to put on Bunny’s
grave at the funeral, but as
mentioned before, the club
has no funds at all, so at their
January Club Night, they had
a ‘whip’ round, which more
than covered the cost of the
wreath. The question was,
what were they going to do
with the excess money?

Well, that was simply
answered, why not donate it
to the British Heart
Foundation as Bunny had
died from the result of a burst
Aortic Artery. At that time, the
club were also in the progress

n amount of £1190 was raised by fhe Cockenzle Club over the past ye
] Colin Smith GMACLN. Bob Glasgaw GM4UYZ, Watlace Moodle HHORMY,
0 Brown GHAIHU.

of organising their first Junk
Night, and it was suggested
that any money that was left
over, would once again be
donated to the British Heart
Foundation, in fact, it was
then decided that the
Foundation would be the
Cockenzie's charity, in Bunny's
memaory.

sSpecial Event Radio
Station

Club Spotlight has recently
heard from Dennis K. Egan
GWaXKE,
Secretary/Treasurer of the
Prudential Amateur Radio
Society (PARS), who has
news of a Special Event
Station to celebrate
Prudentiai’s 150th
Anniversary. Here he tells us
about it in his own words.

“The last time a Special Event
Amateur Radio Station was
put on the air world-wide with
the callsign GB3PRU was
from Chief Office on the 6th
August 1978 and reported In
‘Prunews’ No. 48 in
September/October of that
year on the front page. It was
only from 1982/1984 that the
Prudential Amateur Radio
Society came into being from
a small nucleus of licensed
Prudential staff and the
callsigns G8PRU, GOPRU and
GOPPS being issued by the
Radiocommunications
Agency. The first callsign
G8PRU being the oldest,
issued on the 1st November
1978, which is the Class B
licence for v.h.f. use only,
which at the time was for
shorter distance
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communications.

With the 150th Anniversary
of the Prudential in 1998 (end
of May), it was thought that
we could celebrate this
birthday with a very, very
special callsign, GB150PRU,
so to this end we contacted
Jenny Campbell, our Group
Archivist, in the middle of
1997. After some
correspondence, we had our
support for our application to
the Agency.

Special Event Station
Licences are issued by The
Radio Society of Great
Britain on behalf of the
Radiocommunications
Agency, however, very special
callsigns, such as GB150PRU
must have documentary
evidence in support of its
issue and has to have direct,
approval from the RA before
the RSGB are allowed to issue
the licence.

Our application was
forwarded to the RSGB in
early November and a direct
reply received from the
Radiocommunications Agency
in late December to say that
this very special call could be
issued by the RSGB and that
authorisation would be sent to
the Special Event Department
in due course.

The venue for the Special
Event Station will be the ‘IBIS’
Sports & Social Club, Scours
Lane, Tilehurst, Nr. Reading,
Berkshire RG1 3ES, through
the kind permission of Tony
King, the Manager. This
licence has been granted for a
period not exceeding 28 days
from the 25th May 1998,
which will cover the period
required for the anniversary.

It is hoped that the Station
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Club Reminders

Members of the Wigtownshire Amateur
Radio Club {GM4RIV) meet at the Aird Unit,
Stranraer Academy, Cairnport Road,
Stranraer. Meetings are held on Thursday
evenings at 1930 until 2200hrs local. RAE and
c.w. classes are available.

Any visitors will be made most welcome
and a cup of tea is always available! Contact
Gerry Maxwell GMABAE on (01775) 702876 for
further details.

Meaetings are held each Friday night at the
ECC Social Club, Highweek, Newton Abbot
tor the Torbay Amateur Radio Society, starting
at 7.30pm. February 20 - AGM.

For further details of activities, contact
Peter GAVTD on (01803) 864528.

The Echelford Amateur Radio Society meet
on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month
at The Hall, St Martin's Court, Kingstone
Crescent, Ashford, Middlesex at 7.30 for an
8pm start. More information about the Society
is available from Robin Hewes, GTHR, on
{01784) 456513.

Members of the Hoddesdon Radio Club meet
on alternate Thursdays at 8pm at the
Conservative Club, Rye Road, Hoddesdon.
More details from Don G3JNJ on 0181-292
3678.

Meetings are held every Wednesday at 8pm
at Cotebrook Village Hall on the A49, north of
Tarporley, Cheshire for the Mid-Cheshire
Amateur Radio Society. Tea, coffee and
biscuits are available and visitors and new
members are always made welcome.

Regular RAE and c.w. classes are also
available. Find out more from Ted Bannister
on (01606) 592207.

The Rugby Amateur Transmitting Society
meat every Tuesday evening at the Cricket
Pavillion, Rugby Radio Station, AS Watling
Street, Near Rugby, Warwickshire at 7.30pm
If you wish to join the Society or just make
some enquiries, please getin touch with
Arthur Gallichan MOASD on (01788) 550778.

Members of the South Normanton & District
Amateur Radio Club meet every Monday
{except Bank Holidays) at New Street
Community Centre, South Normanton at
7.30pm. All visitors are made very welcome.
If you want to know maore or join, contact
Russell Bradley GOOKD on (01773) 863892.

Meetings are held at the Lovedean Village
Hall, 160 Lovedean Lane, Lovedean, Hants at
7.30pm for the Horndean & District Amateur
Radio Club. Some of the up and coming
events are: February 24 - Annual Bring & Buy
sale, March 3 - Club social evening.

More information about the Club from
Stuart Swain GOFYX on (01705) 472846.

will be in operation during
some of the period of the
Prutour cycle race through the
UK with the help of members
and friends of PARS. Special
commemorative QSL cards will
be issued world-wide to those

The Mid-Warwickshire Amateur Radio
Society meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays in
the month at 8pm at Club HQ. 61 Emscote
Road, Warwick. All members and visitors are
most welcome

Contact GBXDL on (01926) 498115 for more
detalls.

Members of the Liverpool Amateur Radio
Society meet at 8.30pm {courses begin at
7.30pm) every Tuesday evening at the
Churchill Club, Church Road, Wavertree,
Liverpool. More details can be obtained from
lan Mant G4WWX on 0151-722 1178,

The Dundee Amateur Radio Ciub meet on
Tuesdays at 7pm in the Dundee College,
Graham Street, Dundee. Morse code is taught
every Tuesday evening. The club radio and
technical library are available to club
members.

More details from Allan Martin G