. | -
c
(=]
-

L] ]
Q
£
3
Q.
T
=
1]
Q
do}
2]
<

CONTEMPORARY MUSIC
FOUR PAGE PULLOUT

i B
.

'TAPEOVER BID — ARTRIDGE OR CASSETTE? — P.8 |




RECORD MiRROR, May 29, 1971

Write to VAL,
Record Mirror,

7 Carnaby St.,

Mirrormail ®

It ain’t refined but
it’s
happy

ONCE again a reggae record has crashed the
charts making it to number one. ‘Double
Barrel’ proves once and for all that reggae is
still very popular.

O k. so this type of music may not be refined
but the great thing about it is that it is happy,
forget your cares type of music that makes you
feel good. Let’s have more happy reggae in the
charts in place of the progressive sad songs. —
ERNEST FULLMAN, 673 Sewall Highway,

Countyhouse Green, Coventry, Warks.

DO YOU remember such
memorable tunes as ‘Magic
Moments' by Perry Como.
‘Twenty Four Hours From
Tulsa’ by Gene Pitney or
‘Trains And Boats And
Planes’ by Billy J. Kramer.
These have the same
composers in common, Hal
David and Burt Bacharach.
They were all great tunes,
but lately their work seems
to have lapsed into a rut.

This is  especially
evident with the releases of
Dionne  Warwick, who
remains faithfully with the
duo, even though each
song sounds similar to the
previous one.

For this the blame must
rest with Burt Bacharach,
while he only varies the
tune a little Hal writes such

little known group, and
through some pop paper
writer like your Martin
Hawkins try to pretend
that this group or artists is
superior to any of the
better known ones.

Also to say that
Mullican (who is, a fine
country-boogie pianist) is
better technically than
Lewis is absurdity in the
extreme. Who is to judge
this, Martin Hawkins or
Charlie Gillett?

I don’t know what I'm
wasting a stamp on this as
criticism of your biased
writers is I'm sure a
cardinal sin. — D. GRAY,
47 .Duxford  House,
Thamesmead, London
SE2.

beautiful lyrics. If one of REGULARLY in

the songs should be a hit it
is Bacharach who is given
the credit. Hal David seems
to be the forgotten man. -
TREVOR KENT, 17
Danube Street, Armagh, N.
Ireland.

I MUST object strongly to
the drivel written in your
Echoes column (RM May
15). It so happens that
some of us Jerry Lee fans
have heard Moon
Mullican’s original of ‘I'l
Sail My Ship Alone’ and
still prefer Jerry's. This
kind of article reminds me
of the current trend by
‘underground’ fans to
discover a completely or

Mirrormail I see readers
complain about records
being so expensive in
England and singles being
in mono without colour
sleeves.

Here in Holland most
singles are in stereo and all
with colour picture sleeves,
but the retail price is 5SS
new pence! LPs sell for
£2.24 and budgets like
Backtrack from England,
sell here for £1.75, while
the British retail price is
99p.

There is one good point.
Elvis records are released
here sooner than in Great
Britain and we also have
special albums like

KINKS

‘Portrait In Music’, ‘The
Rockin Days’, ‘Today,
Tomorrow And Forever’
and also the records of
Dutch groups are all
available here, in stereo
with a picture sleeve, but
at a price that is higher
than the records in good
old Britain! - LUUK
BONTHOND,
Korhaanstraat 77c,
Rotterdam 3021, Holland.

I AM rather disappointed
to find that ‘Shades Of
Green' is the Flaming
Ember’s  latest  single,
coupled with ‘Stop The
World And Let Me Off’. I
cannot see that it will
become a hit at all.

Fairly recently I bought
an import by this group
with ‘Stop The World And
Let Me Off’ on one side
and a really electrifying
number ‘Robot In A
Robot’s World® on the
other. I instantly felt that
if it was released here it
would become a hit. The
lyrics are quite clever and
true to life, and to my
mind it is much better than
‘Shades Of Green'. So why
bring ‘Shades Of Green’

out instead of the excellent
‘Robot In A Robot’s
World? -  ROBERT
PRESTON, 72 Sherwood
Avenue, Greenford,
Middlesex.

I FEEL I must add to the
string of protests you are
receiving about ‘Top of the
Pops’.

The  programme is
named ‘TOP of the Pops’,
so why, week after week, is
the number one record
only partially played. On
this week’s show Labi
Siffre had three songs on
the LP spot, but the artist
in this spot usually does
only two numbers. I mean
no discredit to Mr Siffre, as
I rate him as one of the
best singers in the country,
but after his spot we then
heard the first verse only
of ‘Knock Three Times' by
Dawn. And it was its first
week at number one.

So come on BBC and
buck up your ideas. — IAN
McKAY, 11 Glenmuir
Place,  Whitletts, Ayr,
Ayrshire.

SO SOME jealous person'’s
tried to ruin our listening
pleasure by throwing a

MAVE .. . the droopy groupie
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THERE GOES THAT GULY
UPSTAIRS AGAIN .

TUAT MEANS H
WANTS ME TO GO
UP THERE .. -

WE'VE WORKED OUT |
THIS CODE — IT'S
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bomb on to Radio Nordsee
International’s vessel, the
Mebo Il — what a foul
trick.

RNI had more than its
fair share of trouble during
last year, this is ALL they
need. I stayed up all the
night the bombing incident
happened (15 May) and
would like to thank Radio
‘Free’ South for all the
help they gave.

This morning, Sunday, I
tuned into 220 metres
(mw) and found RNI back
on the air with Dutch
programmes. Long live
Radio Nordsee
International. - N.
SMITH, (FRA
10689-8A0), 18 Longford
Way, Staines, Middx.

I READ the open letter to
Philips records the other
week and while | agree
with the writer about
duplicated tracks I think it
is unfair to place the blame
on Philips. The actual
blame goes back, | would
think to Shelby Singleton,
in America.

I bought some of the
sun LPs as imports long
before they became

[DOES THAT MEAN
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Kinks have made
some music

CONGRATULATIONS

to the

Kinks for actually

producing their FIRST musical sound for seven years in
the form of their maxi single ‘Gods Children’. I have never.
been particularly interested in Ray Davies’ writing before,
but I'm sure that this makes all the difference. Hope it
gets to number one! — MR S. DALTON, 37 Tower View,

Pleckgate, Lancashire.

HEY Record Mirror! Have you tried printing a decent
picture of any of the Kinks? The last six have been
repulsive and most have come from a bottomless pit of
ghoulish pics. — H. PENNELL, 39 Grasmere Avenue,

Lommack, Blackburn, Lancs.

VAL: How about the one above?

available in Britain, and the
tracks on the two Perkins
albums, the Cash ones and
Memphis Rock And Roll
Vol 1, are identical to the
British releases.
Furthermore adverts on
the back of the U.S. issues
indicate that the Lewis,
Orbison and Rich issues
also contain the same
tracks.

As regards the rarer Sun
numbers, ‘Sure To Fall’
was issued on a Sun
Golden Treasure single last

year, which must account
for it not being on an
album, and ‘That’s Right’
was available here on an
Ember album, ‘Sunstroke’.

London should be
pushed into re-releasing the
album ‘The Blues Came
Down From Memphis’,
which had obscure Sun’s
readily available. Even as a
budget LP it would sell,
I'm sure. — JIM DIXON, 2
Wolveleigh Terrace,
Gosforth, Newcastle upon
Tyne, NE3 1UP

F COURSE NOT, STUPID—
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I'M SAVING 'NO, NO,
A THOUSAND TIMES NO. I

You'Re GOING ?
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JOHN AND YOKO showed two of their newer films — “Apotheosis’” and “The Fly"’ —
at the Cannes Film Festival and took time out to give a “relaxed’’ Press Conference on
the steps of the Festival Palace. Both were pleased at the response to their work.

BBC 'LATE’ BAN
SHOCKS MUNGO

Paul and Linda McCartney’s new LP

Just write, in not more than 30 words why you would like to own

this LP and send your reasons to: Record Mirror (Ram), 7 Carnaby
Street, London W1V 1PG.

Entries will be judged by Tony Bramwell of Apple; Tony Barrow, Paul’'s Press
Representative, and Peter Jones, Editor of Record Mirror. The 12 lucky
winners will be notified by post.

HURRY — Entries must be received by June 7th, 1971

MY REASON FOR WANTING “"RAM" IS

Yes won’t work'

until November
new act

NO MORE Yes dates
in Britain until
November. That's
the decision the
group made last
week - because they
felt they “might get
stale’’ here.

In the meantime — the
final Yes date was at the
Harrogate Opera House on
Sunday - the band will
tackle recording of their
fourth album, will make
their first tour of the States
through June and July and

will prepare a completely
new stage act for a massive

-end-of-the-year European

tour of which their British
November schedule is just a
part.

A top American group
will join Yes for the tour
and it is planned to record
some dates ‘live’ for a
possible ‘live’ album in ’72.

The European tour takes
in seven countries and
extends from October 1
until December 10. Dates
are, Italy (Oct. 1-7);
Switzerland (Oct. 8-10);
Scandinavia (Oct. 18-25);
Britain (Nov. 1-30); Holland

THE BBC's decision to ban Mungo Jerry’s
“Lady Rose” maxi-single because of the
lyric content of the second track, the old
Huddie Leadbetter song ‘‘Have A Whiff On

Me,”” has shocked
managers since, they

the group and its
claim, “it has taken

the BBC over a year to ban this track.

This number has been
played by Mungo Jerry on
most of their radio shows,
including Jimmy Young,
Dave Lee Travis and Rosko.

The BBC’s moral
objection to the song,
however, has meant that
Pye Records, who control
the Dawn label, - have
replaced “‘Have A Whiff On
Me” with “She Rowed”
from the group’s recently
released ‘‘Electronically
Tested™ album.

Comment from an
incredulous Ray Dorset on
the situation was: “l can’t
believe it. No-one has
complained before and
we've been doing it onstage
for ever.”

Severine

SEVERINE, currently in
the British chart with ‘Un
Banc, Un Arbre, Une Rue’
has been booked for one
week’s cabaret at Caesars
Palace, Luton, commencing
July 11th. This will be her

only British appearance
until the autumn.
Severine’s first album

featuring her hit single is to
be rush released by Philips-
in mid-June. She is also set
to appear on the ‘Golden
Shot’ on June 18th.

New to YounJg

THE Roy Young Band, who
have recently signed a five

year recording deal with
MCA, have been joined by a
new member. He is, Sax
player, Ricky- Dodd who
used to be with New
Formula.

Dodd replaces Howic
Cascy and will actively
contribute to the group’s

"songwriting.

Osibisa
chant
for you

OSIBISA, whose album is
climbing RM’s charts, will
introduce a specially written
number for their four
concerts next week. Titled
“From The Beautiful
Seven™ it is described by
leader Teddy Osei as “‘our
version of community
singing — a chant which we
dedicate from us to the

people.”

The group make their
TV debut tonight
(Thursday) on Top Of The
Pops, having already
recorded a 30-minute TV
special for Granada on
‘Afrorock.”

The concerts are:

Newcastle City Hall (June
1); Guildford Civic Hall
(June 2); Birmingham Town
Hall (June 3) and Brighton
Dome (June 4).

Osibisa have also
accepted invitations to play
at two major festivals this
year. The first is Reading
Festival on June 27 and the
Berlin . Jazz Festival in
November.

Paladin

BRONZE recording group
Paladin left at the beginning
of this week for a two week
season at Rome’s Piper
Club. The group return on
June 7 and on June 21
commence the Bronzc tour
with Uriah Hecp and
Amcrican guests Sha Na Na
Na.

and Belgium (Dec. 1-7) and
France (Dec. 7-10).

The group’s U.S. tour
will now begin on June 9
and will last just over a
month. The album they are
currently recording is set
for August release.

Club 208

CLUB 208, the
Luxembourg listeners club,
is to have the first of its
lunchtime gatherings at
Bumpers in London on
June 1. Appearing will be

Lulu, Dana, Fame and
Price, Marmalade, Hollies
and Richard Barnes.

Compering the event, which
starts at mid-day and lasts
for 2% hours, will be Paul
Burnett who is flying into
Britain especially.

Brenda for UK

BRENDA Lee is to make
her first visit to Britain for
several years in the coming
autumn.
The
reunited
Owen Bradley who

singer has just
with  producer
was

responsible for all her major |

hits between 1957 and ’67.
Brenda Lee’s current album

‘in  Britain is ‘“Memphis
Portrait,”” released last
month. A new single

produced in Nashville, will
be released on MCA in July.

ifin TV show

IF, currently touring
Scotland, are to star in. a
‘Granada TV special

centered around the band.
Shooting takes place next
month and screening is
expected in July. Also set
for If is an appearance at
the Berlin Jazz Festival on
November 4 and set for
August issue is the band’s
first Liberty-UA album
“If 3.

Neil flies in

NEIL DIAMOND, who flew
in this week to make his
live debut at London’s
Royal Festival Hall on May
29, may record in London
for his forthcoming album.

Diamond has spent the
last few weeks laying down
tracks for the album, which
will in the main consist of
other writers’ material, but
plans with arranger Lee
Holdrige to takesome studio
time.  Several tracks are
already recorded for the
album including Leonard
Cohen’s “Suzanne,” a Roger
Miller song and several old
rock tracks.

Hookfoot

AL Kooper is using
Hookfoot musicians Caleb
Quaye and Roger Pope for
another album. After the
success of the first with
them — hailed in the States
as Kooper’s best “since the
first BS&T album”

Kooper will use them on
June sessions when he
arrives here for dates.

Hookfoot may also play at

some venues.
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HANDS UP. Who
bought Johnny Winter's
Columbia albums.

If you did chances are
you didn’t hear his stuff on
Frolic, Jin (as Texas Guitar
Slim), Todd, Atlantic or
Pace-maker.

If you wanted to hear
about that you should have
been reading ‘Blues
Unlimited’ who were on to
Winter before he’d ever left
Houston. After a similar
‘discovery” by  ‘Rolling
Stone’ Roy Buchanan may
be the next to be signed to a
major label for 300,000
dollars — yet ‘Rock ’n’ Roll
Collector’ was talking about
his singles on Swan and
‘Bomarc over two years ago.

 —

Back in 65 Wild Little
Willie dedicated ‘The Camel
Walk® to Atlantic’s great
white hope Ronnie
Hawkins. So if you want to
be hip to ‘in people’ long
before they’re ‘in‘ you’re
advised to subscribe to
specialist magazines.

Charlie Gillett examined
about sixteen in these
columns not very long ago.
But some packed wup
(‘Earshot’, ‘Rock ’n’ Roll
Collector’) and others are
forced to restrict the
frequency of their
appearances (‘Blues World’,
‘Haley News’). Charlie’s list
didn’t contain more than a
couple of American
‘fanzines’ mainly because
they didn’t exist.

Until now the
archaeologists of rock ’'n’
roll have t:en exclusively
European. Not any more.
There are now so many U.S.
periodicals devoted to r&b
it’s difficult to know which

EDITED BY CHARLIE GILLETT

Mnnes of information

THE RAINBOW LABEL — GLOSSY OR DULL? BEN E. KING PICTURED RIGHT SANG WITH THE FIVE CROWNS

to get. Here’s a quick guide.

Indisputably the best is
‘Record Exchanger’ but sadly
they know it onlytoo well and
are fond of proclaiming they are
the first and foremost
publication of their kind.
Amongst their many ideas is a
‘distillation of all the pertinent
information relating tor 'n’ r
and r and b’ from a particular
month’s back  issues of
‘Billboard’. __

Maybe January 1950 of June
1956. It might not sound too
brilliant but they don’t miss a
trick and unless they left out
the spaces between words they
could not get any more in. The
biography/interviews — mainly
of or with groups like The
Moonglows, The Fire Keys, The
Capris — are the most detailed 1
have ever seen.

Occasionally, they become
almost absurd. 1 mean — do you
really want to know whether
the label of a particular record
had a dull, glossy or semi-gloss
finish? Well, maybe you might.

If you had paid 50 dollars for an
original copy of ‘A Star’ by the
The Five Crowns on Rainbow
only to learn that the original
label had a dull finish and that
your glossy one from a later
presssing plant was only worth
ten cents.

If one could see through
labels by holding the record up

INSIDE STRAIGHT

SESSION BANDS AND
STUDIOS: The South is alive
with the sound of men

constructing recording studios
wherever you look. In Memphis,
where the boom in Southern
recording started ten years ago
The Stax and Atlantic studios
continue to busy and have,
among other competitors, the
foltowing; TMI, owned by Steve
Cropper who continues to
produce Eddie Floyd for Stax,
but now also does independent
productions (including Poco’s
next album for Epic and has his
own TMI label distributed by
CBS; Beautiful Sound,
previously owned by Dan Penn
(writer of ‘Do Right Woman’,
‘Dark End Of The Street’ and
when he was 14, ‘is A Blue Bird
Blue' for Conway Twitty) and
now owned by a syndicate
comprising Denny Cordell, Leon

Russell, Duck Dunn and Al
Jackson; American Recording,
which  Tommy Cogbill and

Chips Moman have been running
successfully for some years.

They now have a label,
Entrance, distributed by CBS,
whose first release, ‘Rings’, by
Cinammon sounds like a future
hit. Their second single is Steve
Ataimo’s *‘when My Little Girl Is
Smiling’, the otd Drifter
number. Incidentally, Dawn’s
next for Bell will probably be
another former Drifters ‘song,
‘I'l Take You Where The
Music’s Playing’; Fame, owned
by Rick Hall of Mussel Shoals,
supervised for him by Sonny
Limbo. Currently, a girl guitarist
calted Shar is recording an
album with Billy Cox (ex-Band
of Gypsys).

Meanwhile, Mussel Shoals
flourishes. Rick Halt has
expanded his pioneering Fame
studio by adding a second
studio equipped with 16-track
equipment. He has produced an
album by the Osmonds which
may be one of the finest pop
albums ever made, comparable
with Motown, but lacking the
vocal quality. Travis Wammack
is the studio’s lead guitarist.

to the light, ‘Record Exchanger’
would have got around to
watermarks!

"Literature is not a
commodity which specialist
magazines often try to supply
but ‘R & B Magazine’ and
‘Stormy Weather’ have managed
to combine the role of the

uncritical admirer with an
analytical approach. ‘Stormy
Weather’ is the brainchild of

Lenny Goldberg, who ran ‘Blues
Train® alias ‘The Big Beat’ for
fourteen issues during the
mid-sixties.

Some incongruous coverage
of underground artists crept
into the first three issues but
Lenny’s head, so he informs us,
is strictly filled with New York
group sounds and, doubtless,
he’ll straighten things out. His
tastes are particularly dear to
my heart and ‘Stormy Weather®
has provided many
tear-provoking interviews with
guys I thought were dead. The
newspaper style means a huge
amount of small print plus
photos and it cannot be
recommended too highly.

A combination of ‘Quartette’
(operated by Dick Horlick) and
‘R & B Collector’ (run by
Claude McKee, Richard Hite
and Bob ‘Canned Heat' Hite)
resulted in ‘R & B Magazine’.

Musset Shoals sound, formed
by Rick’'s breakaway session
musicians, Jimmy Johnson and
Roger Hawkins, has probably
the best 16-track equipment in
the South — custom bullt by
Dan Fleckinger. The studio
musicians and the producers
certainly worked wonders for
wilson Pickett, whose ‘Don't
Knock My Love' is the best
thing he’s done since those great
Stax-produced 1965 things like
‘Midnight Hour’.- The studio has
its own label, Mussel Shoals
Sound, whose distribution
hasn’t been fixed yet.

over in Macon, Georgia, the
Capricorn Studios flourish
under the care of Phil Walden —
mainty with self-contained rock
groups, rather than with the
house band, who will be used to
accompany Arthur Alexander,
due to make a comeback on the
tabel.

The man whose custom
enabled most of these studios to
get going, Jerry wexler,

continues to provide and find

After one mammoth 60 page
issue it now seems that that

Horlick —~ group researcher
extraordinary — has split and
that future issues will be

handled entirely by Richard
Hite.

Sad news after an auspicious
start but a Californian location
affords fine opportunities for
research into the activities of
many neglected but historically

important West Coast
performers Jimmy Liggins,
Roy Milton, the late Jesse

Belvin — and ‘R & B Magazine’
should still be worth getting.

Aside from oldies, an
essential item for the Blues
Shelf is ‘Living Blues’ which sets
out to prove that the blues is,
indeed, a living tradition.
Despite numerous obituaries in
it’s first four issues it succeeds
admirably. ‘The Living Blues
Interview’ (Buddy Guy,
Howlin® Wolf, Bobo Jenkins)
deserves to be as famous as ‘The
Rolling Stone Interview’ and
although based, appropriately
enough, in Chicago, the Detroit
blues, St Louis blues, Jackson
and Wisconsin have all been
spoken for.

The production is first class
and, whilst space precludes a
mention for all eight editors,

they have certainly come up

Unlimited’ as far as the post-war
scene is concerned.

Extremely useful if less
specialist coverage of soul music
is provided by a small number
of mass circulation newspapers
owned and operated by blacks
for a black readership. The chief
of these are ‘Soul Sounds’,
‘Soul’ and ‘Afro-Star’ and there
is little to choose between the
three. ‘Soul Sounds’ has the
least information but poster size
photographs, whilst ‘Afro-Star’
(formerly R ’'n’ B World’) is
generally first with the hottest
news.

The accent is.primarily up to
the minute, with little or no
wish to relive the past. Hence
oldies are out altogether and,
apart from B. B. King, no one
mentions the blues. But
Motown gossip nears saturation
point and, if you don’t mind
wading through adverts for
Afro-wigs and recipes for soul
food delicacies, one of the three
is worth subscribing to if only
for the coverage, including
photos, of each new top 40
soul entrant.

Finally, aside from the blues
and fan club publications,
mention must be made of what
now appear to be the only two
regular English r and b
magazines. In order to produce
the much improvea ‘Blues and
Soul’ John Abbey must write

with both hands non-stop for a
fortnight. Dave Gordon helps
with  stuff about things
beginning with V — vaccination,
vivisection, vegetarianism — but
basically it’s a one-man show:

Abbey’s high  overheads
normally compel him to feature
artists in whom interest is
assured to it is all the more
gratifying to find recent articles
on Ivory Joe Hunter, Hank
Ballard and others who are no
longer hit-makers.

!onetheless, tLat job is still

best left to ‘Shout’ who are in
the middle of a Hank Ballard
discography now. Under various
guises ‘Shout’ has been the
foremost vehicle for
discography, label listings and
concentrated fact for over five
years.

The guy who described a
recent book on The Rolling
Stones as having as much wit
and sparkle as a weather report
wouldn’t dig it, but the

herculean labours of editor Clive | =

Richardson and discographers
Kurt Mohr and Ray Topping,
deserve their reward on a stable

circulation.

HOW TO GET EM:

Record Exchanger — 3 dollars
for 6 issues. Box 2144,

Anaheim, California 92804.

R &-B Magazine — 3 dollars
for 6 issues. Box 1229, Santa
Monica, California 90406.

Stormy Weather — 3 dollars
for 6 issues. Apt. 5, 95 Moss
Avenue, - Oakland, California
94611.

Living Blues — 2 dollars for 4
issues. 917 W. Dakin Street,
Chicago, Illinois 60613.

Soul Sounds — 5 dollars a
year, 1133 Broadway, New
York 10010.

Soul — 3 dollars a year. 8271
Melrose Avenue, Los Angeles,
California 90046.

Afro-Star — 3 dollars a year,
35 W. 56th Street, New York
10019.

Blues and Soul — 12%p per
issue or £3.25 a year. W. H.
Smith or 42 Hanway Street, W1.

Shout — 13p or 75p per issue
for 6 issues. 46 Slades Drive,
Chislehurst, Kent, BR7 6JX.

Bill Millar

NEWS, ENQUIRY, OPINION

with the only serious
competition to ‘Blues
enough work to keep the
Criteria Studios in  Miami

working regularty.

The session band there bhas
recently been supplemented by
Mac Rebennack, whose piano
playing is such an influence on
Leon Russell’s style. Mac is also
working on his own album —
the same one he was working on
in England last year. He was
mystified to hear that Lee Allen
and Ted Tules, veteran
saxophonists from the rock and
roll era, had been reported to
have died. He has seen both men
recently, so where did those
rumours start?

King Curtis, through alt this,
continues to record in New
York, where he has what must
be one of the most remarkable
rhythm sections ever collected
together: Cornell Dupree on
guitar, Jerry Jemott on bass,
Bernard ‘Pretty’ Purdie on
drums and Billy Preston on
piano or organ. Curtis also
quelled a death rumour: Jesse
Stone, alias Charles Calhoun

(former Atlantic arranger and
composer of ‘Money Honey’
and ‘Shake, Rattle And Roll') is
alive and playing the piano
nightly in New Jersey.

Marty Croft, who has been
president of many companies in
his time (Bruce, Melba, MGM,
Warwick, 20th Century Fox),
‘revealed one fact that may
disconcert fans of Johnny and
the Hurricanes: all their records
were done by session musicians.
Johnny and the Hurricanes just
did  the live tours. Their
manager, .Harry Bolk, now
manager of Rare Earth.

UP ON THE ROOF: A club just
opened in Memphis called
‘Losers’, on the 15th floor of an
office building, featuring some
of the big acts of the fifties. The
Drifters were there recently and

put on a great, professional
show.
Johnny Moore - and Bill

Fredericks handled most of the
lead singing and were equally
impressive on past Drifters hits
and a mediey of around 20

assorted rock °'n’ roll pop songs,
most of which sounded better
than the original records.

Will somebody please pass
the word to the management of
Talk Of The Town?

IT WILL STAND: L. J. Rose of
South West London nominates a
relatively modern list of records
that will never die.

1. ‘The Times They Are
A-Changin’’ by Bob Dylan
(CBS).

2. ‘The Eve Of Destruction’
by Barry McGuire (RCA).

3. ‘Down River’ by David
Ackles (Elektra).

4. ‘Hey, That's No Way To
Say Goodbye’ by Leonard
Cohen (CBS).

5. ‘l Heard It Through The
Grapevine’ by Marvin Gaye
{Motown).
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Have
you

seen the
Ruffin

man?

BRUCE

BRUCE Ruffin was just
another Reggae artist to have
a single released on the
Trojan label. But like Dave
and Ansell Collins, Bruce
Ruffin has made it. And
that’s why we're writing
about him, folks.

Bruce is a typical
friendly, 24-year-old, West
Indian guy really pleased to
be over in the Mother
country and what's more
with a hit record.

I thought | had a chance
with ‘Rain’. The arrange-
ment, especially the strings
are very good. It wasn’t
really my idea to record it

CHICAGO’S musical
_brilliance has stunned

‘We could do better

though. My backing band, audiences all over the
back home were extremely world, but more
enthusiastic about ‘Rain’ . . h
and it was only through stunning is the news B - ]
them that | recorded it.” that at least one :
Among Bruce’s hits back ’ \ f
home have been “Free The marathon group doesn’t )

believe it’s ever reached
a satisfactory level of
development.

People,” ‘Bitterness Of

Life”” and "‘Long About

Now’ and he’s even

recorded a version of Dawn'’s

“Candida’ so perhaps as a

follow-up to ““Rain’’ the -

British public might be

treated to it. So the whole of

Brixton might if they‘re

lucky have that to look

forward to. In Jamaica all

the artists who are famous

over here seem to be one big

family, as Bruce put it.
“Nicky Thomas, Bob and

well. Things that we dont the
want to do or that the writer
doesn’t want Chicago to do,
because that’s his privilege. In  performance at 9.00, so tickets
some cases, they’re too easy or  for the early show will have to
they sound vaguely like be taken to the hall for
something else. refunds.

“It hasn’t happened yet, but “We’re in a groove now,”
I'd like to write some things  gajd Terry, “We do two long
for Andy Williams or Frank  gets with an intermission. The
Sinatra. I have a load of ballads  first set we warm up and the
from before Chicago. I've  second, we really cook. It’s one
thought about arranging ‘them  complete thing and we couldn’t
with strange backings so we  do it twice at the same time.

length of their show.
Because it lasts two hours, the
group will do only one

that’s I'm not
satisfied.

“When we get a couple
of weeks off, we get our
wives together and just get
lost; nobody wants to
know about music, we want

to relax. What we need is
about six months off so we

can get the looning done
and spend a few months

just starting off and we
-educated ourselves.

why

“It was a case of trial
and error. I'm writing
pretty well, now, but I still
have trouble getting it to
sound like the idea in my
head. As far as writing
something without having
to play it goes, I haven’t
reached that point yet —

Lead guitarist Terry
Kath isn’t satisfied with
Chicago’s progress to date
and has written songs
himself that will never be
submitted to the group.

“I think we could be
much better,” he admitted,

ags ” 3
Matcia, Desmond Dekker “all we need is some time  Writing. Id like to, but like I said, I Cs(l;ldt c(:i(:r it;‘emaro;ndth:ugsli‘): Not taevten the money is
and Dave and Ansell Collins | off. We had that creative Terry is a selfstyled peed some time off to ;iec: su'ingy segction i . "“qui) o i S R

are all great friends of mine. ! sphere 2 ician ever had an : 5 . h e . g >
Most singers over there know | atmosp going strong  musician, n Y work on it. gigs, but these things are still in  unfortunately, bought tickets

before we ever had any
albums out, because there
wasn’t any work and we
had a lot of time to invent.
Since the first album, we’ve
had no time at all and

training, but having played
with many groups, he’s
advanced himself to a high
degree of technical ability.
“I started off with a bunch
of musicians who were also

our heads at the moment.” _
Meanwhile, some confusion
over the group’s June 1st
appearances at the Albert Hall.
Originally scheduled for two
shows that night, the first one
has now been cancelled due to

“Pm writing some things
right now, some songs you'll
never hear Chicago playing. It’s
not because the tunes are too
much of a challenge, but I'm
trying to set up a thing -where
we’ll write for other groups as-

for the first performance must
get to the Albert Hall for their
money back. Those who have
tickets for the second and now
only show, will see what Terry
means when he says it can only
be done once an evening.

all the other singers. Reggae
on the whole is a wonderful
type of music, one of my
favourite Reggae records is
Jimmy Cliff’s “Wonderful I
World.” But the only Reggae
records that make it here are |
the more commercial ones.” S B B =il i T —
How .does Bruce Ruffin eSS e ’

B rerdow A Gypsy that's not SO prltab|

record and then being

forgotten like so many other
one Reggae hit wonders?

AFTER vyears of conducting interviews the answers seem to be predictable.

But Dave McCarthy of Gypsy is one person who belies all such thoughts. With

David you're never quite sure if he is serious or not.

recorded the

{Tony Tribe, Freddie Notes
and the Rudies, Dandy and
Audrey and Byron Gardner,
Remember them? Probably
not). For instance. On the subject of recording original material 1 asked Dave if he
My main intentionis to, | thought that the public preferred to hear material they recognised:
write more music for othc? “It’s not what they want to hear that matters,” he replied. “But what we want.”
Peoplli and also record it And their first album is
myself because | love writing certainly all original Y L S
as well as singing. If material — but interesgting B VA M AB B
ever.ythlng B T ] for too. two things that we would to our manager Peter
gl i e “We like to change — but then  Swales by a friend, David
a qualified dentist, so | could
always go back to that.”
And what about the name
Bruce Ruffin? It is not the
singer’s real name and he
bears no relation to Jimmy
Ruffin.

album over eight months,”
Dave told me. ‘‘And we
prodiced it ourselves. We
were rather nervous at the
thought of going into the
studio and doing the

there always are.”

Gypsy's line-up is John
Knapp, twelve string
guitar, piano and vocals,
Robin Pizer lead guitar
and vocals, Rod Reed lead

Sandison who had worked
on a local paper before
coming to London. Then
Peter did the rest!” Dave
told me. “Now the rest of
the group are moving out

GIPSY: ‘WE HARDLY PLAY AT ALL’

production, but we just guitar, Moth Smith drums  to Twickenham to live on  something like two Makes A Man A Man’ on. begin on uncertain
“When [ changed my | wanted to do it ourselves. and Dave McCarthy bass a houseboat. But I'm  bookings in one place, Liberty U.A. is also on ground though they don’t
name to Bruce Ruffin, | “When we first went and vocals. The group living in Maida Vale.” which doesn’t give you release in Britain. always, admit it, and
hadn’t even heard of Jimmy into the studio we were formed four years 1 asked Dave how the much chance to build a “It’s just that the BBC Gypsy's first ¢ {bwar- i
Ruffin but now I'really recorded about siXx ago, and have since group’s working situation  following!” don’t consider. it suitable,” indicative enough of their
respect h|'m asagooq singer. numbers, but we had to  changed only one member was faring. Nevertheless in the laughed Dave -~ perhaps talents.
He doesn’t beat Stevie scrap them all because we their drummer. The “We hardly play at beginning of June, predictably by now. “Our next album will
Wonde.' tl}lough he’s my were inexperienced. But  group come from all,” he replied honestly, Gypsy’s single is set for Which may add up to be better though,” said
favourite. we're pleased with the  |eicester and have worked  *‘Nobody wants to know! release on the Continent. sounding like a loser Dave. “We know a lot
Simon final album, within reason, jn the area for some time. We've only been abroad The number written by  group’s story. But in fact more about recording
though there are one or “We were introduced twice, and we only did Robin Pizer titled ‘What it’s not. Many groups now.”

Burnett




Thanks for all your votes

~ CLIFF RICHARD HANK MARVIN
OLIVIA NEWTON-JOHN
MARVIN WELCH & FARRAR LABI SIFFRE

SAVILE ARTISTS SERVICES

17 SAVILE ROW
LONDON W.1.
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LOUIS BENJAMIN
Managing Director of Moss
Empires, has kindly given
Record Mirror four pairs of
seats for the new London
Palladium show *...To See
Such Fun” for the
6.15 p.m. performance on
Tuesday, June 15th, 1971.
This show stars Tommy
Cooper, Clive Dunn, Anita
Harris and Russ Conway.

CBS Records have also
kindly donated four copies
of Anita’s latest album.

QUINTESSENCE taping a live section for
their next album, using the STONES’
16-track mobile unit at the Royal Festival
Hall on May 30 with two concerts......... do
druggies sing ‘By The Time I Get To

Phoenix’?

MUNGO JERRY’s ‘Lady Rose’ single
reached number 20 in the Radio
Luxembourg charts without being
released........ exhumed TEMPERENCE
SEVEN appear in sex flick ‘Games That
Lovers Play’........ no more Radio Veronica
stickers from RM — we’re out of them and
sending bombs instead.

Perhaps now that Slade have recorded it,
CHAS CHANDLER will return JAMES
HAMILTON’s original copy of ‘Get Down
With It’ by BOBBY MARCHAN — borrowed
in’65........ surprising that BREWER and
SHIPLEY have released a new single before
‘One Toke Over The Line’ is cold.

ALL YOU HAVE TO
DO -

Answer the questions
be:low and send your answer
;mth your name and address
o:

Record Mirror (Anita)

7 Carnaby Street

London, W1V 1PG

To arrive not later than
first post Monday, June
Tth.

The first four all correct
answers opened on June 8th
will be judged the winners.

ANITA WITH HER AFGHAN ‘ALBERT’

Q1 The man who later became her Manager wrote Anita’s first recording hit.

a) What was the title of the song?

b) Two of the Musiclans in Anita’s backing group for the session were Jimmy Page
and Barry Morgan who later became members of two world famous pop groups -
what are the names of the Groups?

Q2 Recently Anita knocked Tom Jones off the top to become ‘Televisions No. 1 Musical
Entertainer’ in the ‘TV Times Viewers Poll Awards’, what are the titles of the two
television series in which she was such a success?

Q3 Anita and Engelbert Humperdinck were once members of the same group. What was
the name of this group?

Q4 In 1967 Anita had the longest running chart record of the year.
a;What was the title of the song?

b) Who wrote it?

c) What was the name of the record company that released it?

Q5 Anita co-starred with Frankie. Howard in a film which became .a No. 1 World Box

Office success. Frankie spent most of the film in pyjamas and Anita wore a cap. What

was the title of the film?

ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL:
As might be expected, from
the moment of walking on
stage, Miss Melanie Safka
had the audience at the
Festival Hall completely
within her control. Which
was a little more than the
officials did.

After opening with the
lovely ‘Babe Rainbow’ from
her Good Book album,
Melanie went into the sad
‘Chords of Fame’, hesitating
and explaining that she
couldn’t bear to have the
audience sitting behind her.
No more was needed, the
audience immediately
surged to sit around her on
the stage, pressing as closely
as they could get, adding
their own giggles through
the microphone. And
Melanie pandered to them,
trying to make her
conversation about a visit to
Wales not seem one sided;
and it all helped to add to
her appearance of naivety
when she mentioned that
most things she did in the
dark!

‘Beautiful People’ seemed

like a personal comment
and the skittish ‘Animal
Crackers’” followed. When

she reached ‘Close To It
All'’ applause greeted the
first few bars, and after a
return to ‘Animal Crackers’
Melanie settled into more
serious mood, producing
fast Spanish flavoured guitar

What was TONY BLACKBURN doing in

on a French travel poster — ‘Visit Grasse —
you know it makes scents’..........
SHA-NA-NA to do Implosion at the
Roundhouse on July 11th........ what’s wrong
with JONATHAN KING’s lip?

A group of 19 doctors and eight
professional businessmen from Houston have
formed a group called the ‘Heartbeats’,
whose first single will eam money for a heart
clinic in the States........ BUFFY ST. MARIE
now on Elektra........ CARPENTERS doing
title theme to a STANLEY KRAMER film
*Bless The Beasts and Children™.

|
ALICE COOPER himself in London this
week — if he bumps INTO DAVID BOWIE,
could be some tiffs over dress-sense........

MERRY CLAYTON currently recording her

second album, including BILLY PRESTON,
CAROLE KING and a 28-voice choir.

BYRDS have apparently recorded their
Albert Hall concert, but it won’t be on their
‘Byrdmaniax’ album next........ DOORS
manager BILL SIDDONS claims the group
are tired of live. gigs and will concentrate
solely on recordings in future — says BIG
JIM, ‘I tooled you so’.

NILS LOFGREN’s group GRIN at last to
get their first album released in July on
CBS........ composer MIKE SNOW to record
his own version of his song ‘Rosetta’ for his
next album........ thanks <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>