6p

AUGUST 7,197

A Billboard Publication

b

#“_

s i
EAf EAS
‘}L;’iN

@ Y m

2
i »

|




e g

P el

BLIND FAITH: ONLY A HALF OF THEIR DOUBLE ALBUM ISSUED?

I-r'REALLY must protest at
the way Kama  Sutra
handled the re-release of

“Leader Of The Pack’. Itisa.

very poor reproduction of
the original (on the Red
Bird label), but the worst
part is that some lines of
the song have actually been
cut out.

I am very disappointed
with this version, and if
anybody- has a copy of the:
original in good condition I
will buy it for £1. — PHIL
HATHAWAY, 97 Heather
Rd., Newport, Mon.

WOULDN'T it be nice if all
the record companies in
Britain got together to
produce a rock & roll eaa
collectors  series.  The
recent reissues are very
welcome as they tend to
reduce ‘rarity’ prices and
maybe help the original
artists as well.

Graham Wood’s listing
of over 200 titles of
million sellers in his ‘A-Z
of Rock and Roll’ could
provide the basis for a
series of LPs which would
be of lasting interest to all
-except label fanatics.Once
the groundwork for pro-
ducing the series has been
done there seems to me
little reason why it should

not remain in catalogue for
many years to come, as
another revival mini boom
could occur like the
present one. — JESSE
JAMES, Jesse’s Disco, 34A
Fleet Street, Aylesbury,
Bucks.

AS AN avid reader of
‘Echoes’ and ‘Inside
Straight’, can | just
query a comment in the
July 17 edition.

Under ‘We Can Work
It Out’ it is stated that
Lovelace Watkins
appeared in .one of the
answers to RM’s 1966
soul quiz. This is notso.
Along with your
esteemed writers | also
was one of the prize
winners in this quiz, and
still having the cutting
showing the answers to
the quiz, I saw no sign of
anything relating to Mr.
Watkins.

Whilst on the subject of
soul quizes; surely the
climate is ripe for another
of these competitions. Asin
’66, B&B appears to be on
the upswing again, I am sure
with the very hip R 'n’ B
orientated writers that you
have at present, such as
James Hamilton, Bill Millar,
Tony C. and Uncle Charlie
Gillett, you could come up
with something worthy of
us dedicated R’n’B fans,
something nice and hard to
get our memories working.

Glancing through my
hundreds of cuttings from
RM covering the last
decade, one cannot help
noticing how, ahead of its
time it was. The ‘Great
Unknowns’ series by
Norman Jopling is a classic
example. Way back in
’63/°64 he was writing on
artists like Marvin Gaye,
Jerry Butler, Otis Redding
etc. Indeed I even have a
cutting from 1963 labelled
the upsurge of R’n’B, and
showing amongst others a
photo of Alexis Korner‘ -
BRUCE CUMMINGS, 95
Kingsway, Alkrington,
Middleton, h.anchester.

VAL: Trusting that our
great writers’ memories run
up to scratch, Bruce, Tony
Cummings assures me that
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he remembers the
crossword quiz clue.
Apparently it said
something like, the Record
Company that Lovelace
Watkins recorded for in the
fifties. The answer being
‘Groove’.

RM readers were not slow
to attack Noel Edmonds
for his anti-RNI piece, but
no-one asked why it was
written at all. That has
now become obvious.

Some weeks ago Tony
Blackburn said in a BBC
radio interview that he
actually listened to RNI
and that he though the
MOA a bad thing because
it restricted competition.
Edmonds forever seeking
promotion, saw his chance
and dashed off his “I Love
Auntie”  article.  Sure
enough, the BBC were
impressed, and gave him
his reward in the form of
holiday replacement for
Blackburn.

As I don’t speak Dutch,
I will in future mornings be
turning over to Radio
London boredom is
better than nauseation any
time! . — STEPHEN
ROBINSON, 45
Charminster Road,
Worcester Park, Surrey.

I AM launching a
campaign for  the
release of all the
unissued Blind Faith
tracks cut for Polydor
as a follow up to their
first album. We were
given to understand
there was  enough
material for a double
album — but the
powers that be were
somehow led to believe
that the tracks should
not be released.

Blind Faith were the
first group in Britain to go
to number one with an
album, without having had
a single or album released
before. This is something

‘that the Beatles; Stones,

Monkees, Cream, Beach

AS A keen concert goer
I have noticed a very
strange  phenomenon
returning to the music
scene. | thought that I,
as a twenty-three-year-
old, had witnessed the
last of the screaming
and frantic mania that
occurred when such
groups as the Rolling
Stones, Small Faces —
as they were — and
various others appeared
five.
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Write to VAL,

Record Mirror,

7 Carnaby St.,

London WIV IPG
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Boys, Moody Blues or Led
Zeppelin failed to achieve.
The fact that Blind
Faith disbanded and this
material remained un-
released was one of the
most apalling states of
affairs in the history of
music. — J. E. Rothwell,
138 Banks Barn, Firtree,
Skelmersdale.
I FELT I must write to RM
after reading about the
arrest of Edgar Broughton.
He is one of the few people
today who does anything
to promote a new style of
music — exciting and
honest. And he is one of
the few people who
bothers to work for a
charitable cause. )
All — well it’s a good
deal more — he was trying
to do is ralse some money
for the Save the Children

Fund, Bangladesh, by
putting on concerts for
various resorts, First we
learn that only a few places
accepted his offer,and then
some backed owut. That
seems typical of the
attitude of the high-ups to
people who really care]
about something and are
trying to do something
constructive, It makes me
feel so mad just to think
about it.

Then just to top
everything, when the group
have arrived ready to give a
concert they are led away
by police. Doesn’t any-
body care about moral
issues anymore. Or is
Bangladesh so far away it
doesn’t matter. -
ROLAND CARTWRIGHT,
92 Philbeach Gardens,
Earls Court, S.W.5.

returns

It seems, however, that
I was wrong. On two
consecutive nights I atten-
ded performances by Mott

the Hoople and T. Rex. At

both shows the strangest
things happened. From
where I sat in the Albert
Hall my view of Mott the
Hoople was largely blocked
by raving dancers of all
ages, who shook their
heads wildly about and
seemed spellbound by the

music.

I did appreciate the
concert, but it surprised

me no end. Then to find a
similar performance for T.
Rex well! This time,
though, were keener on
getting to the front of the
stage and waving their arms
than they were on dancing.
And outside the hall there
were crowds waiting for
the group to leave.

I kind of felt like I'd
been transported back a
good few years — all very
strange! I wonder if the old
ticker could stand another
session of leaping about! —
JOHN ALLEN, 73 Ald-
ridge Ave., Enfield, Middx.
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‘THIS IS NOT HERE’
says the lettering above
the enormous white
door of thie Lennons’
Berkshire home. But it
appears to be the most
obvious way in, so you
ring the bell, which
inevitably, perhaps,
doesn’t work.

It’s on discovering a
workable side entrance that
you begin to sense some
logic in that statement. The
door might as well not be
there, though it is; so take
it as not existing.

It seems fairly credible
when you ponder the
subject, though several
objects around the house
bear the same message —
and it’s then your theory
begins to waver. It’s the
same with Yoko’s
‘Grapefruit’ book. Reading
the first few pages you find
all kinds of things that
seem to contain a lot
genuinely worth pondering.

UNSTUCK

Take ‘Steal all the
clocks and watches in the
world and destroy them’
and ‘Go to the middle of
Central Park Pond and
drop all your jewelries’.
But then you find ‘Keep
Coughing a Year’ and ‘Use
your blood to paint, keep
painting until you faint,
keep fainting until you die’.

And that’s where you
come unstuck.

Clearly the first move
was to ask the authoress
herself, whether she takes
the book seriously, and
does she intend that people
try to put the suggestions
into practise.

“Yes of course they
should try it”, Yoko told
me, looking eager to give
an explanation. “It’s not a
book of poetry it’s really
something that you can do.
There are many things that
I have mentioned that you
can do physically, but it is
also a conceptual thing. P'm
not idealistic about it, John
and I are very conceptual
people anyway.”

FILMS

Grapefruit was  first
published in 1964 in a
hardback version, but it is
now that the British
paperback edition at 40p
has been produced.

“Originally the book
sold fifty thousand copies”,
said Yoko, “but that was
when we weren’t here to
plug it.”

Both John and Yoko
feel that the book is akin
to their film productions.
“We don’t just make a
realistic BBC version of a
documentary”, they
explain. In fact they are
currently involved in
making two films.

“We’re in the middle of
making a film which is to
go with our two albums,
Yoko’s ‘Fly’ and my
‘Imagine’ one. But it’s
mainly for my album,
we’re putting the titles and
soundtrack to the film.
We've had a film crew
staying here for some time
while we’ve been working
on it.”

In fact during my
several hours stay at the
house, Yoko appeared in a
black tight fitting hot pants
outfit, clutching a long
cigarette holder and
wearing a fur hat; and also

Ay

JOHN AND YOKO AT HOME (TOP) — JOHN'S SOX.
‘MAKE SURE YOU SHOW THE SOCKS’ HE SAID ...

in a white almost identical
suit, preparing for filming.

“You see what happens
is that we come out of the
house and go down to the
summer house by the lake
and find that we’re already
there playing chess. That’s
the basis for it all.”

Several times after our

interview Yoko appeared to ask
John’s advice about how she

should film a certain part;
when she beckoned him into
an adjoining room, apparently
to query whether she should
film topless, or not, John
disappeared laughing over his
shoulder, “There’s something
funny going on; she’ll be the
ruin of me.”

Perhaps a less exhausting
film project that John and
Yoko are engaged in is
‘Erection’ — which he hastens
to add is not what YOU think.

" .
-

It involves the rise of a
building in London’s Cromwell
Road, the stages of which have
been continuously filmed by a
photographer. )
“I’m not involved in making
the film”, John clarified. “I

- just conceived the idea.”

“John’s getting more
creative than ever”, said Yoko,
looking at him proudly.
“People consider that he’s gone
through his peak, but his peak
is yet to come. It’s the same
thing that people said to me in
1964 when I wrote Grapefruit,
but maybe that is not true.

CREATIVE

“In many ways John Iis
going through his mature
period, he is just becoming
more and more creative. He
gets many more ideas and he
has to write them all down.”

“l think everybody’s an
artist until some school teacher
says you’re not, about the age
of ten. But thirty’s a great age,
Cynthia”, added John, biting
his words and laughing, “Oops
shouldn’t say that, it’s the
ex-wife’s name!”

John Lennon obviously
prefers to forget, or perhaps

ignore, certain passages in his~

past. When we were discussing
the stable that is included in
his 85 acres of land, but now
serves as a garage, he spoke
slightly disapprovingly of the
fact that his son Julian takes
riding lessons: ‘‘Though I
expect he enmjoys it, and that’s
alright”’. ,

Yoko and John are as
convinced as ever that fate
decided that they should
meet, and when [ asked if
Yoko had christened her book
Grapefruit because it was an
extension of Apple, the couple
{aughed.

“No 1 called it that in 1964
before we met”, Yoko
reminded me. “It’s just that
the grapefruit is a hybrid you
know, a cross between a lemon
and an orange, so that it is
unique really. That’s why it
seems almost like fate that we
met.”

“Yoko even had a sculpture
called Apple”, said John. “And
apple on a pedestal. The price

was £200 — I wouldn’t buy
it!”

I asked John how his own
Apple  involvements  were
faring.

“Oh Apple’s doing fine.
Every chart in the world is
crammed with Apple records.
Nobody can get on to the label
without us saying — not that I
would want to stop any of the
others putting their artists on,
though.

“Ringo has a singer he
wants to record, but though it
might not be what I like, I
wouldn’t stop him doing it. I'm
not interested in the James
Taylors, etc.

“Badfinger are going strong,
they sold more than me round
the world with one of their
singles. And we’ve still got
Grapefruit.”

“You introduced them”,
reminded Yoko, who takes an
active interest in Apple, with
John. It’s only been the
amount of time that they’ve
been spending abroad fighting
for the custody of Kyoko that

- has kept them away from
Apple’s Savile Row offices.

CHANGES

In fact some of the changes
that have emerged in John
recently, seem in some way
connected with the events
concerning Kyoko.

“All I’ve done is shaved”,
said John at first when I asked
if he noticed changes in
himseif. “And I cut my hair
‘‘cause of going to see the
judge.

“Before ‘I wore jeans all the
time because | was fat. We
went to see her parents™, he
said glancing towards Yoko.
“Dressed like that. I dom’t
know what they thought.

“You might say I'm a bit
less heavy and introverted, and
happier now.”

‘Universities are the worst’

TO most groups and
artists the choosing of
titles for their albums
can cause a bit of a
problem. The easiest
way out is to take the
title from the strongest
track on the album.
Then there’s the album
titles which are taken
from things relating to
the album or artist in
question. For their new
album Skid Row have
come up with the title

‘34  Hours" simply
because that is the
length of time they

SAY SKID ROW

spent putting the album
together. That in itself is
something of a feat
when you consider the
standard of the album
and the length of time

spent on most other
albums.

As a group with its
present Hne up of Gary
Moore, lead guitar and
vocals, Brush Shields, bass
guitar and vocals and

Noel Bridgeman, drums, SKid
Row had been together for
about six months playing
the Irish ctlubland before
they played a gig with
Fleetwood Mac in Dublin.
Peter Green, then still with
Mac, recommended the

group to his manager Clifford
Davies, who, shortly
afterwards brought the three
magical characters over to
London after they had spent
a solid four weeks behind
locked doors practising in
the Countdown Club.

Shortly afterwards they
released their first album,
“Skid” which was rather a
mediocre album highlighted
by ‘Felicity’, and then went
off on quite a successful
promotional trip to the
States. Since then they have
had a very healthy date
sheet in this country.

34 Hours™ marks a very
important stage in Skid’s
career, reflecting the
changes in musical policy of
the band since they left
Ireland nearly a year ago.
Gary Moore explained,

“The speed tning, unison
playing and rifts got wus
across at first but that in
itself is not enough
anymore. We are going for a
more funky sound now,
something like the Stones.”

Playing mostly six gigs a
week they have been able
to suss out the various
types of audiences. Gary
sald he found that generally
speaking audiences were a
lot better outside London.
‘““They’re more aware of
what’s happening out in the
provinces. In London they
either tend still to be into
the blues thing or else the
cool type that have heard it

all before. But the
University gigs are the
worst, they’re so Dbadly
organised because the

people that run them are so
irresponsibte.””

PAUL CHARLES

Sl

SKID ROW: ‘34 HOURS' IS THEIR ALBUM
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Blood,Sweat & Tears

[ 3

Read on-then you must listen.

Blood, Sweat & Tears. Vitality, energy and inspiration.
That’s what it’s all about—channeling the powers of nine
gifted performers into a dynamic blend of song and spirit, of
melody and rhythm.

We recorded in San Francisco, with its glorious light,
clean air, and brilliantly sparkling Bay. A good place to
make music. Some of the guys were already there. Fred
Lipsius rambling around his house, doing a marathon
piano-playing trip, 24 hours a day, non-stop. Jim Fielder,
lean and laconic, impatiently waiting for anew place near
Muir Wood. And David Clayton-Thomas, writing new
tunes in his ultimate bachelor’s digs—perched like an

* eagle’s aerie high in the hills of Marin County. Roy Halee,
master engineer and co-producer, was just glad to be living
in San Francisco, and enthusiastic as a cherub about the
bright new studios and space ship recording console
Columbia had built for him. Dick Halligan commuted
from Los Angeles, flying in through the smog almost daily,
usually carrying a new arrangement. .

The rest of us moved West, en masse, from cold and
damp December New York City. Chuck Winfield and
Dave Bargeron—the quiet ones—came like a gypsy
caravan, trailing wives, children and assorted pets. Bobby
Colomby and Steve Katz reluctantly left their houses and
basketball courts and pool tables, and Lewie Soloff
somehow managed to convince an airline that 14 trumpets

}\j b€9 ¢ ¢

a 8 6
.

L

Iver ;< pugun A0ARILN ARTIGA

present

<

8 8

BL°°D, SWEAT &. TEARS

on CBS 64355

and fliigel-horns really were.part of his hand luggage.

Two months had been cleared from our schedules by
the most stringent methods—only one or two bookings for
the band, and, for me, some midnight-hour moonlighting
to keep up my writing commitments. Two months to
produce an album that might match the electric energies of
previous Blood, Sweat & Tears recordings.

We decided to go for as many original pieces as possible.
Given the range of back-grounds and skills in the band, it
seemed to me that the album should be a kind of seed-bed
for the future—a garden of music that would bloom with
brightly colored perrenials. Lisa, Listen To Me came first,
flowing with such good vibrations that we knew the
Karma was right. On Go Down Gamblin’, David holstered
up his trusty guitar (for the first time with B, S, & T), and
ripped out solo lines raunchy enough to quiver the walls in
the adjoining studio (no mean feat, considering that
Santana was recording there).

Redemption came in a sudden, almost magic rush.
Everything jelled—the rhythm’s furious drive, a roaring,
shouting horn section, and David’s powerful vocal. There
never was a question of making another take. Steve’s For
My Lady and Valentine’s Day called for particularly
sensitive treatment. In both cases—Dick’s arrangement of
Lady and Freddie’s chart on Valentine’s Day—the textures

" are richly impressionistic, filled with the sounds of
woodwinds and fliigelhorns. (And, on Valentine’s Day, Lew
finally got his long-awaited chance to play piccolo trumpet.)

g’v
!{]'

Cowboys And Indians was a Halligan surprise; he just
showed up with it one day. (The unusual sound at the end,
by the way, is. made by Dave Bargeron, playing a low note
on tuba and singing another note at the same time.) It took
at least two or three metamorphoses before we found the
right frame for High On A Mountain, and again, it was
Halligan’s extraordinary scoring—almost symphonic in
character—that created the perfect setting for David’s
vocal. Mama Gets High developed out of a half-joking
conversation that Steve, Dave Bargeron and I had about
the possibilities of a Dixieland-rock tune, and 4 Look To
My Heart celebrates Freddie’s pleasure over the sense of
peace he has discovered since moving to San Francisco.

Two pieces came from outside the band. Al Kooper and
Phyllis Major’s John The Baptist stimulated some of
Freddie’s finest scoring, and the gutsy rhythm-section
surge on the Isley Brothers® Take Me In Your Arms lets
David get down to basics.

The old labels—YFazz-rock and the like—are gone, replaced
by the simple, straight-forward idea of making music. With
nine players who share individual and common experiences that
include everything from Ars Nova to Bluegrass, how can any
otheridescription be adequate.

=
Reprinted from the sleeve notes by

— Don Heckman

The Music People
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Missing out on the
Scene

UP FROM the country
in ‘63 nothing could
prevent me  from
making ‘The Scene’. A
spit and sawdust cellar
in Ham Yard, Windmill
Street, where, between
7pm and 1am, Guy
Stevens laid down his
own definition of R&B
every Monday -night.

Walking in for the first
time, he was playing ‘My
Babe’ by Ron Holden. I
‘was surprised but smug.
Someone else had actually
got Ron Holden. The next
record wiped the smile off
my face. A number of us
crowded the booth,
chewed on pencils and
craned our necks to see
what Guy was putting
down.

Lone...

.some Sun...

Lonesome Sundown. Jeez
my education was just
-beginning. Louisiana Red,
Boogie Jake, Lazy Lester,

Smokey Smothers, Frank
Frost, Little Al. Crazy
names. ‘I’m A Queen Bee’,
‘Boogie Chillun’s
Playhouse,” ‘My Home Is
A Prison’, ‘Red’s Dream’,
‘I’'ve Been Drinkin’ Muddy
Water’. Equally fascinating
titles.

Some folk said Guy was
prostituting the blues (he
had, after all, played Jerry
Lee as well) but they soon
grovelled when he put out
Elmore James on Sue. For
a good many others,
Stevens had created the

I'D RATHER GO BLIND:
Once John Abbey salid that
*‘Music Now' was the best pop
paper for Soul/R&B. It went
bust. Now he's said the same
about another one (not RM).
Shame he can't remember all
Norman Jopling’s ‘Great
Unknowns' or read Mr.
Giltett and Mr. Hamilton.
YOU'VE GOT MY MIND
MESSED UP: A really
beautiful record came out in
the States recently on Philly
Groove 165 which'll screw a
few -fans up. Artist: Ben
Aiken — Producer: Bunny
Sigler — Part Writer: William
Hart (Delfonics’ classics). It
was called 'One And One Is
Five' and sounded like a good
Delfonics’ record with lovely,
lilting  falsetto.. Previously,
Ben had cut good, though
routine, soul for Loma. So
why will it upset soul fans?
He’s white.

EL WATUSI: In fact, falsetto
is one area of R&B soul in
which caucasians have
continually dabbled. Len
Barry and Frankie Valli came
a lot nearer to the sound
than some would admit. Not
white, but not black, is singer
Ralfi Pagan. You've guessed,
he's Latin — which to the
uninitiated means, musically,
a curious mixture of Spanish
and American rhythms,

1964 British R&B boom
almost single-handed. We
certainly preferred his
weird, stompin’ R&B
records to the live
entertainment offered by
the many well-intentioned
but ersatz British
plagiarists elsewhere in
London. Those who did
not missed Diddley. He
came down in September
and took a whole hour to
sing four blues-ballads
right in front of our vaces.
It was that cramped.
Happy days.

‘The Scene’ was one route
to the blues which Bob Groom
omits from ‘The Blues Revival’
(Studio Vista, 70p) a new
book which, with the aid of
almost sixty photographs,
describes some others. It is the
least academic of all the books
in this unbelievably good
series and seems superficial
mainly because some of the
others have been pretty heavy.
But, potentially, the most
interesting chapters — ‘R&B,
Skiffle and The Rock 'n’ Roll
Blues® and ‘White Blues’ — are
accorded only six or seven
pages each and, although Bob
has said that space was
insufficient to discuss certain
aspects in as much detail as he.
would have liked, I am still
left feeling that- the coverage
here is too scant to be of great
value.

In the face of innumerable
indisputably valid examples of
the black/white/blues/pop

_interchange, Bob also
produces one or two that must
be open to doubt. Mann and
Lowe, for example, are more
likely to have been inspired (if
that’s the right word) to write
‘Teddy Bear’ by Presley’s
habit of collecting them and
not by the Blind Lemon blues

melodies and lyrics thrown
out on labels like Tico and
Fania. Occasionally, very
occasionally, a record or
artist goes pop — or more
likely R&B — (Ray Barretto,
Pete Terrace, Joe Cuca). If
there's any justice, Ralfi
Pagan will zoom up the soul
charts as his *Make It With
You' (Fania 567 and now
Wand 11236) .s the most
beautiful rendition of the
Bread song ever with a
falsetto as clear and delicate
as any group harmony singer
past or present.

BIM BAM BOOM: For oldies
freaks, there's another U.S.
mag starting full of
Moonglows, Swallows,
Cardinals, etc. Haven't seen a
copy yet, but for those who
“can't wait send an I.M.O. for
$§5.00 (surface) or $11.00
(Air Mail) to Bim Bam Boom,
P.O. Box 301, Bronx, New
York 10469, for six issues.
WE CAN MAKE IT IF WE
TRY:. Remember Landy
McNeil? No? * Well, he
recorded for Tuff, backed up
by the Corsairs (now
‘Smokey Places’ — that was a
wierd record wasn't it?) and
then obscurity — if he
was ever anything else. But
he's come back, writing the
Fifth Dimensions’ ‘On The
Beach’ and a couple for The

GUY STEVENS (IN MOTION)

of that title.

John Lee Hooker also
claims to have been singing ‘1
need some Money’ around
Detroit clubs several years
before Barrett Strong’s version
(for which Berry Gordy Jnr
claims authorship) of ‘Money’
appeared on Anna. Other
chapters on blues re-issues,
field trips, blues magazines,
books and festivals are dealt
with ‘summarily but, by far

Satisfaction (Lionel) (is he
one of them?) which have atl
sold g9oo0d. And Wade
Flemmons is of course big

again with Earth, Wind And"

Fire (Warner Bros.). President
should put his classic, *Here 1
Stand’ on an ‘oldies’ album.
The original knocks the
Ripchords’ pop hit version
out of sight.

L] KEEP FORGETTING':
Someone should mention to
John Peel (‘the most informed
record reviewer' — *Scene And
Heard’) that it was the
Velvelettes who cut ‘Needle In
A Haystack’, The Velvelettes
were the black girl group used
for a time by the late Cyril
Davies.

SEEK AND YOU SHALL
FIND: Talking of boo-boos,
Elton John was rightfully
slammed recently by Dave
Godin for an incredibly
inaccurate, ego-tripping sleeve
note on the Supremes new
album. Though, surely, Dave
‘the original fans’ bought
‘Buttered Popcorn’ before
‘When The Lovelight Starts
Shining Thru His Eyes'?
While on the subject, a reader
recently wrote asking about
the sides they cut as the
Primettes on Lupine. An
unpublicised, though stilt
avallable, album was Issued on
Ember giving British fans

v

and away the longest and most
though provoking chapter is
that on the rediscovered
bluesmen.

A surprising number of
rediscoveries Scrapper
Blackwell, Joe Callicott, John
Henry Barbee, ‘Barrelhouse
Buck’ — seem to have dropped
dead {irtually in the arms of
their potential benefactors and
one as an uncharitable vision
of hordes of white researchers

those collectors items
(including their back-ups for
Al Garner and — uncredited —
Marv Johnson) with the reverse
being early Eddie Floyd (with
and without the Falcons). If
you're a collector as well as a
listener you should buy it.
KEEP SEARCHIN’: In the
past few months lots of
readers have written asking
where they can now get the
London label listing that
Malcotm Jones printed
(duplicated) some time back.
The answer at the moment is
nowhere — it's long out of
print {(as is the subsequent
Stateside one) and with Mr.
Jones’ romance with heavy
music (he now runs Harvest) a
reprint seems unlikely —
unless somebody pirates it!
ROCKHOUSE: London
collectors should pay a visit to
Paul's For Music (Cambridge
Heath Road, E.1.) Coasters,
Roscoe Shelton, Bobby
Freeman, Red Tyler albums @
62%2p.

‘ONCE UPON A TIME:
Perhaps the next Mojo hit is
the Delfonics ‘He Don't
Really Love You' (2092
007). It’s pre ‘La La Means |
‘Love You’' and when released

— on Moonshot — to cash in’

on that hit in the States,
made the soulcharts, mainly
because the sound is the same

hides from collectors!

"Nonetheless, such activity
has been justified by the
re-emergence of the likes of
Son House and Mississippi.
John Hurt. When House was
heating rivets in a dispatch
scouring The South ready to
drag any aged and only
half-willing bluesman into a
studio where he can cough his
last breath into a microphone.
No wonder Snooks Eaglin
shop of the The New York
Central, the blues was being
discovered by a  white
audience for the first time. Big"
Bill Broonzy and Leadbelly
weie appearing at Carnegie
Hall while Josh White, The
Presidential ~ Minstrel was
performing at The White
House.

Caring neither for the folk
audience nor night-club
habitues Son House has
outlived all his contemporaries
and, until very recently, his
performances went from
strength to strength. Groom,
editor of the magazine ‘Blues
World’, (if you’ve ever been
put off because you thought it
was entirely pre-war blues
forget it and start subscribing —
recent issues have contained
James Brown, Louisiana dee-
dee-jays talking about events
in 1955, gospel and heaps of
post-war album reviews) has
produced an easy-to-read
survey of blues appreciation
over the last two decades. It
will, 1 imagine, be of particular
interest to those who have
been blues-minded for only
two or three years.

Since, however, blues
appreciation is now an almost
entirely white phenomenon,
some discussion of our

-— gentle, falsetto- harmonies,
only more muffled.
Moonshot were distributed
by Calla and seemed to
specialise in that sort of —
unknown sides by big singers
— cash in. A Moonshot album
by Cliff Nobtes ‘Pony The
Horse' (601) has appeared in
London wallpaper shops and
will be hated by discotheque
soul fans (nothing funky
here) and loved by rock and
roll/doo-wop group lovers.
But whence it all came from
is unknown {13-year-old
practice tapes?) as is the part
Cliff played in the
proceedings — several tracks
have vocals by either Webk
Dixan (sounding a bit like a
white rockabilly) or Bennie
Martin (beautiful old group
stuff).

AIN'T IT THE TRUTH?: |
don’t care if I'm living or
dead’™, sings Doris Duke. But
some do, some do. ‘I'm A
Loser' is exactly the sort of
record which Mojo now, and
Sue, Action and Soul City
before them, put out
knowing it won’'t sell more
than a thousand or so but
subsidised by the pop-soul big
sellers (Tammi Lynn,
Fascinations) it's released
because it should be. In the
ugly, high pressure world of

__record executives and their

motivation might well have
been of interest to those of us
who have acutally lived
through the revival itself.
Nevertheless, the book could .
‘well be the surprise best-seller
in the series.

Revival is also the name of a
record company who — thanks
to the diligence  of
musicologists  like  George
Mitchell — are able to
specialise in recent
field-recordings - of pre-war
styles. They have just produced
the perfect complimentary
album to Bengt Olsson’s
pioneering  research  piece
‘Memphis Blues’ (Studio Vista,-
65p), Like the book, ‘Beale
Street Mess Around’ (RVS
1004, £1.49) explores the
quaint, rudimentary blues of
Dewey Corley, Will Shade,
Charlie Burse and Furry Lewis
all of whom played together in
The Memphis Jug Band up to
forty-five years ago. Corley
plays a kazoo — which sounds
not unlike a comb and tissue
paper —, a ‘bull-fiddle’ — the
fore-runner of the tea-chest
bass — and, at 73, has not
remained entirely immune
from modern blues.

Although both might have
derived inspiration from a
blues by Big Bill Broonzy,
Corley’s ‘Just A Dream I Had
On My Mind’ is not dissimilar
to that dreamed by Louisiana
Red. Other standouts include
Shade’s pornographic ‘Dirty
Dozen’ and the largely
guitar/harp duet ‘Kansas City

Blues.”
Bill
[ ]
Millar

‘product’ fans of music are
rare, fans of soul, rarer, But
John Abbey knows and loves
his company’s product and
though he, and his magazine,
occasionally squirm to find
enthusiasm for the drabness
of a new Johnny Jonstone or
Jimmy Ruffin, he realises the
industry want high sales, not
high creativity. Hf any black
music -— other than Motown
- is to be released in the UK,
some must sell to the strange,
half-aware - multitude who
listen to Blackburn and put
records in the Top 50. But
Doris Duke’s album (Mojo
2916 001) won't sniff such
sales’ big-time. To quote
another reviewer — ‘she sings
like every word is torn from
the book of life' — and how
many people do you know
who can take that amount of
truth? ) ]
IT WILL STAND: John H.
Davidson of East London
sends his five never-diers:-

1. Hi-Heel Sneakers —
Tommy Tucker

2. Blind Man —
Bland

3. Searchin' — Coasters

4. Soulful Dress — Sugar
Pie Desanto

S. River’
Parcy Mayfield.

Tony C&mmings

Bobby

Invitation—




A, G & D steal
a McQGuinness

man

ASHTON, Gardner, Dyke and Co who were six are now
seven! Trombonist, John Mumford, formerly with
McGuinness Flint has joined them.

“Every time we’ve done a TV show,” says Tony
Ashton, “we’ve had to take a trombone player with us
anyway. John played with us on “It’s Lulu” last week so
we decided to take him on permanently.”

GENTLE Giants are to play four festivals within the next
month. On August 22 they play with T. Rex at Trentham
Gardens, Stoke. On September 4 the band play at the
Amphitheatre, Heidelberg and on the Sth at the Sports
Hall, Vienna, both .topped by Black Sabbath. They return
to the UK for the Buxton Festival on September 11.

RECORD MIRROR

GOOD BUY SCHEME

SUPERB WEST COAST
EVENT POSTER OFFER

BRIGHT, colourful and now a part of history — that’s the set of “event” posters imported
straight from San Francisco.

The posters date back to the Golden Era of flower power and depict concerts that had the fans
scrambling for tickets to see stars like Joan Baez, the Grateful Dead, Jefferson Airplane and
Country Joe and the Fish.

Haight-Ashbury happenings are reflected in every line of these brilliant posters, which at the
time of issue were ripped from San Franciso walls by collectors, and have been in demand ever
since.

S ide

While Slade played to
1,000 fans _inside the
Cosmos Youth Centre, St
Andrews, 500 fans from
nearby Dundee crossed the
Tay bridge to find the club

doors closed and a
“Members Only” notice
outside.

Police were called in

when the fans refused to
disperse and arrests were
made for obstruction.
Forthcoming Slade gigs
are: (August 6) Blackwood
Institute, Blackwood,
Monmouthshire; (7) Gwyn
Hall, Neath, Glamorgan;
(9) Cooks Ferry Inn,
Edmonton; (11) Ballerina
_Ballroom, Nairn, Scotland.

Bee Gees set

Now a limited number of unused originals are available in Britain thanks to the
director of poster company Grandflair, who stepped in quickly to buy them up for British fans
and Record Mirror readers.

af ol ierx ){ W
iR

ACTUAL SIZE EACH POSTER 20” x 14”

GRATEFUL OEAO (g9reen and mauve)

BROMHERH@D ALY
VRS ]
COUNTRY JOE (red and orange)

JEFFERSON AIRPLANE (black and red)

SAVEA40p

NORMAL SELLING PRICE 25p EACH

Speclal Good Buy price for set of four
ONLY 60p {plus 15p p&p)

Record Mirror (Posters)
7 Carnaby Street
London W1V 1PG

sets{s) of West Coast Event

[

|

' Please send me

Posters.

‘ I enclose cheque/PO value
|

|

|

(75p per set inc
postage/packing)

Voucher

for States

THE Bee Gees who recently
returned from a  highly
successful tour of Australia,
are set to tour America for
sixty days from September
HE They will be
accompanied on the tour by
Tin Tin, who had a big
American chart success with
‘Toast And Marmalade’.

Andy with
Procol

ANDY Roberts, currently in
America for promotional
purposes with Ian Matthews
and Richard Thompson, will
appear at the Queen
Elizabeth Hall on
September 17 with Procol
Harum. Roberts next solo
album, “Nina And The
Dream Tree” will be
released on October 1.

Tyger weds

STEELEYE Span bassist
Tyger Hutchings married
folk singer Shirley Colline
last week in Sussex. Shirley.
has an album, “No Roses,”
on which she is backed by
the Albion Country Band,
and which was produced by
Hutchings and Sandy
Roberton, released on
September 24.
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SLADE FANS 'GET
DOWN' T0 A RIOT

SLADE fans in Scotland took the advice of
the group’s hit single, ‘Get Down And Get
With It’, a little too literally last week.

Over 500 of them, locked out of a Slade
gig, caused a near-riot, quelled only by
| police who arrested over 30 protesting fans.

‘A Temptation quits

LIFETIME Temptation member,
longer appear live with the group ...

Paul Williams, will no
he has been ordered

to quit on account of jli health by his doctor and is

replaced by Richard Street.

But Paul — who was ordered by his doctors to restrict
his appearances earlier this year — will still record with the
Temptations and Motown are aiso launching him on a solo

career in the near future.

The Temptations new album, ‘Sly’s The Limit’,
released here and contains their

is just
hit single ‘Just My

Imagination (Running Away With Me)'.

Turners — a live
double, and

AN Ike and Tina Turner
‘live’ double album is set
for early September release
and it is on the cards that
the dynamic duo — whose
brief last appearances here
caused a sensation - will
tour Britain in November.

Promoter Robert
Paterson is  currently
negotiating with the Turners
for a more extensive visit,
probably in November, but
no dates or venues have yet
been agreed upon.

The Turners’ double set,
for release on UA on
September 3, is titled ‘What
You Hear Is What You
Get’, and was recorded

| from a concert at New

York’s Carnegie Hall last
April.

It includes such tracks as
‘Honky Tonk Women’,
‘Piece Of My Heart’, ‘I
Want To Take You Higher’.
‘I've Been Loving You Too
Long’ and ‘Proud Mary’.

And Ike and Tina can be

a tour

seen in two films on general
release here. One is an
appearance during ‘Gimme
Shelter’ in which they
perform ‘I've Been Loving
You Too Long’, the other
being part of their set in
the Isley Brothers film ‘It’s
Your Thing’ (at the Cameo
Victoria, London) in which
t!ley include ‘Honky Tonk,
Women’, ‘Proud Mary’, ‘I
Want To Take You Higher',
‘Get Back’ and ‘River Deep,
Mountain High’.

Fame and

Price

GEORGIE Fame and Alan
Price went into the studios
this week to record their

Underground to
tour soon

THE Velvet Underground
will tour Britain during
October and November as
part of a European tour

being arranged for the
American  four-piece by
promoters Johnny Jones

and lan Smithers.

Starting on* October S
the group will cover most
areas of England, but will
not appear in either Scotland
or Wales.

First venue at
Leicester Polytechnic
{October S5) and following

dates are: (8) Birmingham
University: (9) Kingston
Polytechnic; (14) London

College of Printing; (16)
Dagenham Roundhouse;
(20) Dorothy Baliroom,
Cambridge; (21) Warwick
University; (22)
Southampton  University;
(23) Manchester University;
(24) Empire, Sunderland;
(26) St John's College,
Oxford; (29) Lancaster
University; (30) Liverpool
University; (November 2)
South Parade Pier,
Portsmouth; (4) Kent
University; (5) School of

Oriental and  African,
Studies, London; (6) Leeds
University ; (12) Friars Club
Aylesbury; (14) Bumpers,
London.

Velvet Underground
which now consists of
organist/pianist Doug Yule,
bassist Walter Powers, lead
guitarist Sterling Morrison
and drummer Maureen ‘Mo’
Tucker may have an
album, ‘White  Heat’,
released to coincide with
the tour.

Yes— a
tour and
album

DATES have been set for
the Yes tour of the UK in
October and an album will
be released to coincide with
it.

The album is titled
‘Fragile’ and dates so far set
are: De Montford Hall,
Leicester (September 30),
Manchester Free Trade Hall
(October 1), Albert Hall,
Nottingham (2), Aberdeen
(7),- London Festival Hall
(8), Edinburgh Empire Hall
(9), Caird Hall Dundee (10),
Colston Hall, Bristol (12),
City Hall, Sheffield (13),
City Hall, Southampton
(14) and ABC Stockton
(15).

On the tour Yes will be
supported by  Jonathan
Swift.

IF’s first
single

IF are to release their first
ever single this Friday on
the group’s new label
Liberty/UA. Title of the
disc is ‘Far Beyond’ written
by group organists John
Mealing with a friend
Trevor Preston.

too?

follow single to
‘Rosetta’. They will also be
appearing on the LP spot of

‘Top of the Pops’ to
promote their current
album ‘Georgie Fame and

Alan Price Together.

The duo appear at the
Winter Gardens, Weston
Super Mare on Saturday
31st July and the following
Monday commence a week’s
cabaret at the Golden
Garden Wythenshawe,
before flying to appear in
Palma de Mallorca’s major
night club.

Eden concert

EAST of Eden are to
appear in concert at the
Queen Elizabeth Hall on
September 6 it  was
confirmed this week. The
group will play two sets in
which they will feature
material from their
forthcoming Harvest album,
which they completed last

week and is, as yet,
untitled.
Bruce on

Dutch TV

JACK Bruce flies to Holland

this week to make an hour
long television spectacular
for VPRO television. The
film will be made on
location and will include the
musicians  featured on
Bruce’s ‘Harmony Row’
album, including Larry
Coryell, with whom he
appears at the Ronnie Scott
club in August.
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Diamond
— Bank

Holiday
Show

NEIL Diamond’s hour-long
radio special, taped while
Diamond was last in Britain,
and featuring him in
conversation with fellow hit
songwriter Tony Macauley,
is to be broadcast on Radio
One on August Bank
Holiday Monday.

The programme covers
Diamond’s career and the
mechanics of his
songwriting, using his
material for illustration.

Diamond plans to return
here next February and in
-addition to appearing at a
major London venue will
also play dates in
Manchester,” Birmingham
and Liverpool. His
European visit will end in
March when he sings at the
Sam Remo Festival.

RNI
programme
changes

PROGRAMME changes on
Radio Nordsee
International, starting this
week, bring a cut-back in
the station’s English service.
However new shows are
_ planned for the weekend.

Dutch programming has
now been extended until
18.00 hours, when English
transmissions commence.
The weekday line-up is:

18.00-20.00: Stevi
Merike.

20.00-22.00: Crispian St.
John/Mark Stewart
(alternately).

22.00-24.00: Alan West.

24.00-3.00: Dave
Rodgers.

Saturday
include ‘‘*Music
Today,”” *“Scene
“Variety Hour,” *Hitback
Show” and “The RNI
Superhit 50 Show” which
now runs from 22.30-1.00
hours. Sunday's English
shows include a request
hour, an album show and a
review programme, “You’ll
Never Believe This.”

The short wave English
service will still operate on
Sunday s with a chance of
it becoming a weekday
service as well, within the
next two months.

Mike Ross has not left
the station but does not
have his own show at the
moment. All changes are
operative from this week.

programmes
With
RN],”

THE Gurus pictured above, currently have a single ‘Meditation Mama’ out on the

Philips label.

It's not their first release though, for hidden beneath their robes is the

identity of a previous chart topping group. No prizes for guessing who it is — but you

can try at home.

A MAJOR
.B. TOUR
FOR LY.A.

TEN Years After will play their first British dates in over 18
months in September and an album is set for release to co-incide

with the tour.

The 10 date tour covers every major city apart from Glasgow, but the
London venue will not be announced until next week.

TYA’s last London gig, at the Albert Hall, ended in their being banned
from the venue and it is this ban which has resulted in the difficulty of fixing

a London venue.

Full dates
(September 14)
Hall, Bristol;
Philharmonic, Liverpool;
(16) City Hall, Newcastle;
(20) Guildhall,
Southampton; (22) De
Montfort Hall, Leicester;
(24) City Hall, Hull; (25)
Empire, Edinburgh; (26)
Free Trade Hall,
Manchester; (28) City Hall,
Sheffield; (October 4) Town
Hall, Birmingham.

The album, the group’s
long-awaited follow-up to
“Watt,” is titled “A Space
In —Time” and will be
released in September
although no exact date has
been finalised. This is due
to the label destination of
the album being uncertain.
TYA are currently in the

are:
Colston
(15)

States and “A Space In
Time” will be issued there
in advance .of British
release. It is their first
album for the Columbia
label there.

International

Garden
Party 2

IT may be a little
unfair on the other
acts, but “Garden
Party 2" at the
Crystal Palace Bowl
belonged completely
to Elton John.

Neither the vitality , of
Fairport Convention, the
attack of Rory Gallagher
nor the majesty of Yes
could compare with EJ's
flair for projecting himself
to the maximum. His set,
split into two parts, the
first being an hour of just
Elton John and piano, the
second with drummer Nigel

Olsson and Dbassist Dee
Murray, was a model of
timing.

The pace and drama so
inherent in his material (the
panoramic scope of Bernie
Taupin's lyrics matched by
the classic feel of the
music) barely needs much
emphasis, but John's
towering strength as a
performer carries everything
to a natural climax, creating
an extra-dimensional feel, so
that the visual aspect of his
act becomes totally
complementary to the
music, making it even more
memorable.

EJ was not even content
to run through the numbers
we have come to love and
know. Instead, we were
presented with several new
ones, and their marvellous
textures proved conclusively
that John/Taupin material
just gets better and better.

“Tiny Dancer,”” written
abgut Bernie’s wife Maxine,
“’Rotten Peaches,” “’Levon,”

Mott the Hoople

banned from two

MOTT the Hoople have
been banned by two more
venues following the Royal
Albert Hall ban placed on
the group after fans caused
havoc during a concert.
Brighton’s Dome and
Cheltenham Town Hall have
both refused to allow Mott
to play their halls again.
The band were to have
played Brighton Dome on
July 31 but were told they
would not be allowed to
appear before the gig took

place, while Cheltenham
Town Hall have banned the
group following trouble

caused by fans at a concert
there last Friday.

And Nottingham’s Albert
Hall has told Mott that they

more

will not be allowed to
appear there on October 30
unless they bring their
amplification down to 500
watts. Mott are considering

‘this but have yet to make a

final decision.

Because of the Brighton
Dome ban the group have
arranged their own concert.
They have hired a mobile
fibre-glass theatre called The
Caraivari, which holds 2,000
people, and will set it up on
Southsea Common on
August 8. On August 30 the
group play an open-air
benefit in their home town

Second album from
Curved Air

CURVED Air’s second
album, titled “Curved Air,”
is set for release on
September 3 and to' tie in
with its issue the group are
topping the bill at London’s
Roundhouse for an
Implosion concert on
August 29.

The Roundhouse date
will be the group’s only

British appearance for - a
little time. They play
several European concerts
during September and

October and a short British
tour, possibly five or six
major cities, is planned for

the end of October.
Tracks on ‘‘Curved Air”

are: Side One Young
Mother, Back Street Luv,
Jumbo, You Know and
Puppets. Side Two

Everdance Bright
Summer’s Day °68 and

Peace Of Mind.

Radio 1

RADIO-1 is ‘to start evening
broadcasts this autumn. It is

already thought that
“Sounds of the Seventies”
will be one of the
programmes to occupy the
new schedules.

The “Seventies” show is
most likely to ron from
10pm until 12pm when the
Radio-1 network would join
Radio-2, as it does now at
7pm. A spokesman for the
BBC would not confirm
these changes this week but

they will probably be
officially announced today
(Thursday).

CCRon TV

CREEDENCE Clearwater
Revival are to star in a
BBC-2 film this
The 50 minute film also
features Booker T and the
MG’s and Ralph J. Geason.

Sunday.:

halls

of Hereford at the football
club stadium.

Beatles
get back
together

GEORGE Harrison, Ringo'

.Starr and Bob Dylan on the
same stage. A backing band
that included Leon Russell,
Eric Clapton, Klaus
Voorman and Billy Preston.
And 40,000 ecstatic fans
paying more than £100,000
to see and hear them, the
money going towards the
Bangla Desh disaster fund.

The concert, at New
York’s Madison Square
Gardens last Saturday, was
historic in many ways. It
was the first time Ringo
and George had played
together for four years in
public, it was Dylan’s first
public appearance since 69
and it was perhaps the most
positive action ever from
pop music in a social
context.

Harrison sang Something
and My Sweet Lord, Ringo
sang It Don’t Come Easy
and Dylan played Blowin’
In The Wind.

——

ELTON JOHN AT THE GARDEN PARTY

'’Razor Face,”” 'Indian
Sunset”” and ‘“‘Rock Me
When He’'s Gone” will all
probably appear on the
next Elton John album,
‘*Madman Across The
Water,” but as that’s not
until early ‘72 it is
sufficient to say that they
stirred enough excitement
in those who had a first
hearing to make that album
virtually a “must” for
release now.

The contrast between the
two halves of EJ's set
indicated that his band
bring out a side in John's
personality that would
otherwise remain hidden.
With the band he is happy
to rock ‘n’ roll, and he does
this with the unabashed
enthusiasm of someone who
is very much in love with
the idiom, numbers like
"Whole Lotta Shakin’ * and
‘“My Baby Left Me”
becoming happy, nostalgic
rambles instead of the
embarrassing messes they
too often turn into with
lesser artists.

Nigel and Dee were, in a

word, magnificent. Their
best work with EJ has
always’ been in a live

context, for they match his
energy with a robustness
few musicians could
manage. The piano-bass-
drums set-up requires them
to give more than
counterparts in bigger
bands, and that they do this

is the mark of their
greatness.
The other acts? Well,

Fairport jigged as merrily as
they always do, brightening
an already bright day with a
set which is becoming more
contemporary in sound
than of late. They were
preceded by Hookfoot
{(whom | missed, but who,
on good authority, were
excellent despite
from radio interference) and
followed by Tir Na Nog, of
whom it can only be said
that they picked the wrong’
day, the wrong gig and the
wrong songs to do their

thing.
Rory Gallagher ulasted
foud and clear, sounding

happier than he was with
Taste, but not overly
different, except that his
material is drawn from his
solo album. Yes matched
their reputation with music
that soared as high as the
balloons that were
occasionally loosed and
must by now be on the
verge of becoming a major
group.

‘“Garden Party 2, like
“Garden Party 1, was
worthwhile, value for
money and fun: Bill
McAllister.

their -

setbacks

Electric
Hot Tuna

VILLAGE GASLIGHT,
NEW YORK: The country
blues bag is a vast expanse
of music covering the delta
of the Mississippi and the
heart of the Appalachian and
Blue Ridge Mountains.
Electric Hot Tuna covers
about as much territory
with their band of
plugged-in countrified rags
and just plain blues. The
featured artists of the group
has to be Pappa John
Creach on violin, With Jack
Casady’s bass and Jorma
Kaukonen’s blue vocals and
electric blues guitar as a
launching pad, Pappa John-
provides the boost to really
get Electric Hot Tuna into

space.

Sammy Paizza on drums
rounded out the group
which rode floated on a
wave of intense,
understandable music
through such tunes as
‘Candy Man’ and ‘Come
Back Baby’, culled from

their new RCA release ‘First
Pull Up, Then Pull Down’.
The group is acoustically
sound and professional.
BOB GLASSENBERG

Shakin’
Stevens

TOP RANK, CROYDON:
It's Friday night at the
Top Rank and the cats have
brought their drape jackets
out of the wardrobes once
more for a nostalgic hour's
jiving. Nostalgic? Some say
rock and roll has never left
us — among them, Shakin’
Stevens and the Sunsets.
A couple of the
were loosening up during
the set from Joseph's
Colours — a few twists and
turns  while the rest sat
back with their Cokes and

lads

contented sneers. When
Shakey and the boys
emerged and shook out

some of those living legends
like ‘Yakkety Yak’, four
and five man choreographies
were seen in formation all
over the suite.

Tough contenders for the
heavyweight rock and roll
championship of Great
Britain, Shakin® Stevens and
his boys were training hard.
Will they make it; Looks
like a two. way favourite;
tune in next week when
Eddie Holly meets Buddy
Haley for the local title.
L.G.



THERE could well be truth in the opinion “that Edmonds has said
enough about RNI so shut up!” However, allow me to elucidate,
particularly in view of the quantity and quality of the mail which
followed my previous article.

I feel gratitude when I realise that at least my ramblings don’t
generate apathy and yet I also experience embarrassment that the
article which started the landslide should have been such a poor one.

HONEST

No, I'm not crawling out of the fray — just being honest and
admitting that what was originally intended as a rational statement
ended up as a confused mish mash.

I sincerely apologise for not mziking crystal clear my objections to
RNI’s subscription idea and also failing to make obvious those passages
intended to be taken lightheartedly.

One letter I received hit the proverbial staple on the nut when it
stated, “You’re position is impossible — for no-one can accept your
comments about rival radio when you yourself actively participate in
broadcasting.”

PLEASED

On that point I was very pleased to note that with a few exceptions
those people who troubled to write to Record Mirror, realised that
when referring to the broadcasting ‘ideal’ I was not raising Radio One
to a principle of omnipotence but instead recognising certain virtues
possessed by the British Broadcasting Corpoiation.

-At this point let me sidetrack and thank ex-colleague Roger Day for
writing in — it’s good to know he hasn’t vanished comipletely and that
radio is still near to his heart, so to speak. Indeed Roger raised a point
echoed by others — what’s the difference-between RNI asking listeners
to send in 60p and the BBC depending upon licence revenue?

Well to me the difference appears to be centred around the most
important aspect of radio station control — “the expressed intention to
present programmes of a previously defined nature and at the highest
possible standard”.

ANXIOUS

RNI appears anxious to acquire 200,000 lots of 60p without one -
promise of a broadcasting ‘manifesto’. I am not flannelling when I say
that it is the view of numerous ‘music people’ that RNI presents a
conflicting appearance — whilst appealing to essentially a minority
audience it continues with the trappings of an international com-
munications organisation.

Of course it can be argued that the ‘pirate’ stations presented no
programme format either — however they were not asking for a direct
influx of financial ‘assistance’. The difference between donation by
cheque and donation threugh commercials (i.e. higher prices in shops)
is quite considerable. :

Would it not be wiser for those people who dislike the BBC to
relinquish their beloved RNI without its ‘format’ and instead work for
organised commercial radio which recognises its obligations to the
listener?

yearnio
play when you can
learnfo play?

Don’t just envy your mates who can play a mucical
instrument, join 'em.

Don’t stay on the outside listening in, get yourself
an instrument and play man play.

Guitar? Clarinet? Trumpet? Organ? Flute?
Drums?

With a little help from somebody who knows how,
most musical instruments are fun and easy to play
even if you don’t aim to become a star.

Discover the joy of making music, two thousand
musical instrument shops throughout the country
are ready and eager to give you free advice and
the benefits of their experience.

Drop in to your local music shop today. Stop that
yearning. Start that learning. MAYBE soon you
might start earning.

Musical Instruments Promotion Association

LEEK BLUES cLUB

R L e Phone: 01-437 8090

Market Place, Leek For
THURSDAY AUGUST 5 WHO’'S ON WHERE
N :

Plus Refi‘clg\lt DJ.s ADVERTISING
Steve and Martin RATES

8-12, Adm. 30p

OXFAM

Please help. Send as much as
you can to Oxfam (Dept. X),

274 Banbury Road, Oxford.
If you live near an Oxfam

shop, saleable "gifts are
always welcome.

i THURSDAY
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AUGUST 5 - 11

Intac Winning Post, Gt.
Chertsey - Arterial Road,
Twickenham

ROGER RUSKIN SPEAR
AND THUNDERCLAP
NEWMAN

Kensington Town Hall, High
Street, Kensington, SW8
CHICKEN SHACK

Circles, Coventry
STRAY

Greyhound, 175 Fulham
Palace Road, W6
BELL AND ARC

Theatre Commonwealth
Institute, High Street,
Kensington W8

TIR NA NOG, NATIONAL
HEAD BAND, NICK
JAMES

Bull's Head, Barnes Bridge,
Swl3

TONY LEE-SPIKE
HEATLEY DUO

|

The Temple, 33-37 Wardour
Street, London W1
BELL AND ARC

Van Dike,
Piymouth
STEEL EYE SPAN

Exmouth Road,

Bull’'s Head, Barnes Bridge,
SW13
CATHY STOBART AND
THE BILL LE SAGE TRIO
TRIO

SATURDAY

Hydraspace, Kingham Hall
St. John's Road, Watford
GNIDROLOG

Village, Roundhouse, Lodge
Avenue, Dagenham
WIDOW AND T2

Torquay Town Hall
MOTT THE HOOPLE AND
SUTHERLAND
BROTHERS BAND

Van Dike,
Plymouth
CARAVAN

Exmouth Road,

Bull’'s Head, Barnes Bridge,
London SW13

BARBARA THOMPSON,

4 ART THEMAN AND THE

BILL LE SAGE TRIO

' Fox at

SUNDAY

Fox at Greyhound, Park
Lane, Croydon
MEDICINE HEAD BO
IDLE

Lyceum, Strand, London
wl

QUINTESSENCE

Burlesque, Rose and Crown
Hotel, Wisbech
GYPSY

Bull's Head, Barnes Bridge,
London SW13
Morning: JiMMY
HASTINGS AND THE
BILL LE SAGE TRIO
Evening: DUNCAN LE
MONT AND THE BILL
LE SAGE TRIO

MONDAY

Bull’'s Head, Barnes Bridge,
London SW13
BIRD CURTIS QUINTET

TUESDAY

Starlight,
Street, Crawley
TIR NA NOG

High

Theatre Commonwealth
Institute, High Street,
Kensington wa

OPEN ROAD, NATURAL
ACOUSTIC BAND, B.O.
BAKER

Bull's Head, Barnes Bridge,
London SW13

HUMPHREY LYTTLETON

SEPTET FEATURING
TONY COE, BRUCE
‘TURNER AND CATHY
STOBART

Merryhills Country Music
Club, N.14 (Nr. Oakwood
Station) 7.30

JIMMY DEVLIN AND THE
WESTERNERS

WEDNESDAY

Gt.
Road,

Fox at Winning Post,
Chertsey Arterial
Twickenham
TIR NA NOG

Bull's Head, Barnes Bridge,
London SW13 3
TONY LEE-SPIKE
HEATLEY DUO

STEEL EVE SPAN

sa! Ay [“Rnuun

; TEA and SYIMPHONV
WILD ANGELS-

stanp

sat 14

|\

s Memboretie Wequired

Exminnh ed Plyouniah 51326

STUD

BULL’S HEAD

‘BARNES BRIDGE 876 5241
Best of. modern jazz every evening
and Sunday lunch time
Two resident groups

TONY LEE TRIO

BILL LE SAGE TRIO

IT PAYS TO
ADVERTISE

EVERY WEEK
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MOTT the Hoople have - ._'_ . = S S — "y |
never had a single or an . g v !L ."‘r I L
album in the charts but . ) J =
they rank in the top five b 4 ) i1-9 - al b "
of Britain's best paid - ¥ . = ~ . :
bands and go out for over t . . - - — - )

£500 a night to the kind

ght | P ) N Y a I
of enthusiastic response | L] |
which resulted in two 1.. | e o :
boxes collapsing during e 00 S < - - _— - A\J
their recent Albert Hall to survive we had to “You can’t fool the public answer is probably a balance

concert from elated
stompers.

A slightly haggard looking

compromise.

“If youre you a new
group without any kind of
chart success there is only

with the kind of stage act
they are talking about either
— we move about because
that’s the only natural thing

between the two.

“Our reputation at present
has been built purely on live
appearance and word of

‘Hunter o one way to make money and to do with the kind of music mouth. Those are the people
possible to ascertain whether . .
: that is to give people what we play. that have made us but we are
his apparent degeneracy was . h 4 .
due to a full date sheet or they want and they want “People are so naive and in a kind of musical cul de
rock. hypocritical about this sac at present because we are

surfeit of interviews — was
not able to fully explain their
phenomenal success to me.

Bad

“It was certainly an
inauspicious start two years
ago,” said Ian. “We went out
to Italy for a few weeks to
get things together and were
told by the promoter after
four days that we were on
half pay or we could go
home.

“Things were bad at the
time and we took the cut.

“Try and be too clever or
self indulgent and you're
finished ~ what’s more
you’re agency won’t want to
know. Our compromise has
been to play the kind of rock
we believe in.

“There are two schools of
thought on rock music today.
One is exemplified by albums
like ‘Tarkus’ and Emerson
Lake and Palmer who play
brilliant but completely
technical music for the heads.
Ours comes from the balls.
We play from our guts like
Cocker and the Grease band.

business — God knows 1 was
pretty naive about it myself.
I never dreamed there were
such things as publicists who
help you get space in papers
or promoters and agents who
can make or break a group.

Work

“You think it’s simply a
case ‘of talent winning
through all the time but it’s
not. You have to work at this
job and learn the mechanics.
You've got to be able to use
and understand the media —

preaching to the converted.
What we really need now is
some kind of chart success to
drag in those people who
have not heard the band.
“When you don’t sell
records it’s not only a bit
strange but a bit scaring for a
band. 1 don’t think there is
any kind of precedent for the
position we have found
ourselves in — we have an
enormous following but no
real disc success. Keef Hartley
managed to do something
similar for a while but even
he is finding the going tough

z‘(l)\ena “;_zwretguigedw]_ltllt‘)mfi’,ﬁrtlg without it you don’t ol

i / i communicate.” “1 don’t know what we
gl’(‘)"‘;sgg“ e::fy:;:eel\s\:z “Wte;: Emotional IAN: ‘GOD KNOWS | WAS PRETTY NAIVE’ The Hoople also find 5n do about it but we have
face of the earth. themselves in the strange to do something. I'm not

“In all honesty I suppose
we must admit that we are as
successful as we are because
we give the customers what
they want — a good show

“l don’t think that you
should reduce any music to.
just dots and tadpoles
hanging on telegraph lines,
Music is purely self
expression to me and should

younger contingent of fans
than they expected at their
onset but far from knocking
the stage stormers and the
adulators Ian welcomed the
attention.

been cooped up in a factory
all day long. They want to

.get out and let go and we

help them do it.
“The critics have had goes
at us for not being original

situation of not really having
an album released which
typifies their on stage and on
the last ‘Wild Life’ for
example there was more
attention to songs than rock

about to go away and try and
write something like ‘Chirpy
Chirpy Cheep Cheep’ 1 always
find my personal feelings
surfacing in my writing and
that’s the only way I can

and hard rock. derive from an emotional ‘“‘Sure they grab at us on and trying to cover up excitement. ite.”
“We never started out with  rather than a mental source. stage — it’s great. Why not!  musical deficiencies with “It was ‘super-tight’ as lan . -
the intention of being a rock If you don’t feel — don’t  The Beatles, the Stones and _ stage antics. If we’re not put it in order to compensate Kelth
band at all — we played a lot . play it!” the Who all went through original how is it that we get  for the looseness apparent on
of quieter material like The Hoople find that scene. Those kids who something like 80 per cent ‘Mott The Hoople’ and ‘Mad Altham
Bronco but gradually realised themselves drawing a much come to see us have probably capacity at all our dates? Shadows.” He thinks the
- 110 - =l e |

e,

“Budgie manages to achieve
um combination

s tons; deeper

€ concentrated

than rival rock bands. A
grinding, nerve-twinging

force that doesn’t lure you
into the music — it drags you

SUDAE

BUDGE

Budgie
MKPS 2018

mca

“A trio of Welshmen caled
Budgie who, it was generally
agreed, turned out to be the

pleasant surprise of the

evening. One of their songs,
aptly named ‘Guts’, had the
speaker cabinets on the point

in by the guts (also the

title of a track). By no
means a placid experience,
this album is meant to

rattle you and it does."”
Llon Goddard Record Mirror 24 July 1971

of giving out — the bass and
drum sound they made was
as deep and as fierce as the
equipment could handle. The

sound was amazing.”
Beat Instrumental July 1971
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WHERE'S THE MOODIES MUSIC?

PERHAPS the Moody Blues are just taking

a rest, putting their collective feet up for a

while, and if this is the case then their %

environment — a record office and shop,
both titled Threshold, run, with five Moody
homes within easy reach, from the sleepy,
self-satisfied village of Cobham in Surrey —
must play no little part in it.

Or perhaps they have,
after all, come to the
end of their creativity.
It happens to all artists,
great and small, is no
disgrace when it does
come, for we are all
gifted with different
talents which have
different life spans, and
must be accepted as
such.

But either way it all
boils down " to the
Moody Blues new
album, ‘Every Good Boy
Deserves Favour’, being
a disappointment. The
Moodies music (and this
is only a very personal
opinion) has never been

BY BILL

MCcALLISTER

the kind you could
actually get to like.
Admiration, either for
their ability to present a
sound which caught
people’s imagination or
for their own intensely
powerful belief in what
they do, often:crept in;
but the music wasn’t
what stood out, rather it
was the concept of what
they did, are doing.

Past Moodies’ albums

MOODY BLUES: PRIZED ASSET

have, from the initial
‘Days Of Future Past’,
which grew out of the
Moodies musical
frustration, formed a
chain, each one an
advancement in sound
technique from its
predecessor. It all comes
to a halt with ‘Every
Good Boy Deserves
Favour’.

It became apparent
even from the small
reception the group
arranged to launch the
album. A hot, windless
day down by the river
at Cobham, the first
floor office of Threshold
Records stuffed with
bodies making greedy
grabs at a food and
drink laden table.

The
wandering restlessly but

Moodies,

relaxedly among - the
guests; lots of chit-chat,
information on their
personal lives, how the
house and garden/wife/
children/pets are faring
... but not much about
the music.

This lack of
something to say about

RECORD MIRROF

instrumental points of
view) showed through
the now-obvious
thinness of the material

VERTIGO)

6360 050

they have so long
draped about their
group personality.

The innocent and
dramatically pungent
strength of their early
imagery — which
possibly reached its peak
during the ‘On The
Threshold Of A Dream’
period is gone, and
one can only assume
that the effects of

) suburban living, the
the album — it could group have been very
hardly have been jjttle on the road of
considered a valid jate has deadened their
attempt  to let the senses, stilled their
music speak for itself” haginatinns

was further T .
strengthened when the  All of which is a
album was heard, on the great shame. The
very best stereo Moodies are a valuable
equipment, and in and.prlzed asset  to
relaxed, peaceful British contemporary
surroundings. It just music. They are not
didn’t hit home. That great musicians and

previously discernible
Moodies’ .quality to
translate whatever they
did into a vital
communicative thing was
missing; the gaps in their
songwriting (both from
the 1lyrical and

REMEMBER the good
old Temperance
Seven, zany fellows
that they all were? The:
memory lingers on as
one of jollity and fun
and good old

‘Pasadena’ time.

But ten years on from the
time when the group first
rocked the charts with
‘You’re Driving Me Crazy’,
percussionist Brian Innes
insists that The Temperance

Seven were in fact very
serious!

“Oh musically we were
tremendously seriously”,

explained Brian who stills fits
inconspicuously into the pop
scene, though he has been
divorced from it for some
years. ‘It wasn’t until much
later that we bowed to
popular demand and became.
frivolous, but always the
standard of musicianship -was
serious.”

In fact the Temperance’s
pianist Cliff Bevan is now
working as orchestral director
for the Royal Philharmonic
and Martin Fry, sousaphone
player, is playing with many
leading orchestras.

Brian himself left the
Temperance Seven before
their final break up, becausc
*I didn’t want to go on doing

TEMP
SEVEN
—WEW

neither are they, by dint
of their basically retiring
dispositions,
entertainers.
mood of the Moody
Blues
limitations
have in those fields.

great
But the
supercedes ‘ any
they may

TEMPERANCE SEVEN: BRIAI

working men’s clubs for the
next twenty years. I had
personal reasons for wanting
to get out really.”” He joined
the BPC publishing company,
but in June 1970 became a
director of a newly formed
company.

“l was in publishing way
way back, said Brian. “And
at our most successful all the
Temperance Seven were stil;
working during the day, or
studying and taking exams. I
was very hard, and it was a
relief to be able to give the
daytime work up, which we
did in 1962.

“What 1 miss most about
being in the group is all th
travelling that we did. 1 love
travelling”, Brian told me.
“And [ still do get to travel
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't‘

ERE SERIOUS’

ON THE FAR RIGHT

quite a lot, but it’s not the
same. | went to ‘Pasadena’
last year, on business, but I
was very disappointed. I had
this sort of 1920s picture of
it, with a train with the bell
ringing slowly pulling into the
station, with all the orange
groves behind it. But it’s not
like that at all, there isn’t
even a railway there.”

Nevertheless the group’s
signature tune ‘Pasadena’
doubtless remains dear to
many fans! I asked Brian how
he felt about the bands that
have emerged with the
Temperance Seven influence,
such as Bob Kerr’s Whoopee
Band.

“Well they’ve got John
Gieves Watson on banjo, so
they’re bound to be like the

Temperance Seven’”, was the
reply. ‘““‘But as an
entertainment they’re very
much better than the
Temperance Seven were.
Basically we wanted to play
music and we weren’t soO
worried about the
presentation aspect. We had
lots of marvellous ideas which
we talked about, but we
never put them into practice!

“In the summer of 1961
or 62 our clarinet player
came in with some tapes and
told us we must listen to
them. They were kids at his
school trying to get the
sound that the Temperance
Seven had. And that was the
beginning of the Bonzo Dog
Band. If we had been five
years younger and come into
it five years later than we
did, we would probably have
been them.”

Brian says that he admires
a great range of individual
artists, mainly instrumen-
talists, and despite being a
drummer himself he says he
finds that drummers bore
him.

“One thing I can’t stand is
the five chorus drum break
type of thing”, he admitted.
‘“‘But when I came back from
my first trip to the States |
was raving about Buddy
Miles. I went to see him at
the Albert Ha]l here, and I

A TIMID Cinderella.

Clodagh Rodgers pictures herself, and with §

the announcement of

That's the way that

her lead role in that

very pantomime, there are obviously others

who agree.

Not that Clodagh would admit to being a timid lady in

life, in fact she says she's now

rather hard.

. “I feel tougher now™,
C,LODAGH' she explained. “And I'm
| FEEL terribly confident - about
i‘'M READY what I'm going to do. In

FOR IT’

thought the performance was
quite good, but I was a bit
disappointed.

“l was a Janis Joplin fan
in 67, 68 and I quite like
the Electric Flag, though I
was disappointed in Chicago.
I still keep a strong interest
in the pop scene, and in fact
sometimes on special
occasions when someone’
requests that the good old
Temperance Seven play for a
gathering we re-form and play
for the evening.”

When they’re not joining
together for reunion
appearances the Temperance
Seven remain good friends.
Alto sax player
Harrison is an art director
and has worked on films such
as ‘Morgan’ and ‘Wuthering
Heights’, Alan Cooper still
teaches at St Martin’s School
“where he is one of the most

loved teachers”; Cephas
Howard is working as a
designer in television; and

Paul McDowell has been in
America working on the
‘Laugh In’ programmes. And
predictably, perhaps, Mr John
R. T. Davies is still
inseperable from his beloved

jazz works.
Val
Mabbs

fact 1 think I make John,
my husband, tougher
because he’s basically a very
soft person.,

“Whenever I’ve thought
about doing pantomime I’ve
thought of myself as the
Principal Boy, but now I
can see myself as Cinderella.
Somebody said to me we
think you’ll be perfect, and
I think so too now. I can
see myself first in the
ragged dress, and I have to
be a very timid underdog
character throughout the
whole thing. I think you
have to play Cinderella
without being humourous,
and I’'m lucky that the rest
of the cast will be able to
provide the laughs.”

The very capable people
who will have that job are
Mr Ronnie Corbett, who is
set to play Buttons, and
Julian Orchard and Terry
Scott, who are the Ugly
Sisters. Prince Charming in
the panto the most
expensive Palladium
production yet — is singer
Malcolm Roberts.

‘““I've worked with
Ronnie before on the Frost
show™, Clodagh told me.
“And with Julian Orchard

who is fabulous. The
Palladium is a hell of a big
stage to stand on, although
the critics might not think
so, but I think a pantomime
audience is immediately
friendly, they laugh at the
jokes and love it all. It’s a
family audience and that’s
the whole point of doing
pantomime.”

Clodagh saw her first
pantomime at the age of
eighteen and like most
people has only scrappy
memories of the show. She
did, however, see the more
recent productions of
‘Aladdin’ with Cilla, and the
previous Cinderella
production which was based
around CIliff Richard as
Buttons. She agrees
emphatically, though, that
she’ll be reading up on the
story to help her in
advance.

READY

““It’s the
pantomime [I've appeared
in”, said Clodagh. “But I
now feel that I’'m ready for
it. I think every medium is
satisfying in its own way.
Of course by the end of the
run it can be rather boring 1
expect, but even if you’re
appearing for the hundredth
time you have to remember
that those people out there
haven’t seen the show and
that it is important to them.”

Clodagh was first offered
the pantomime part when

first ever

she was working in Sweden,
and was in her hotel room
with her husband and
manager John Morris. The
offer came from the notable
Leslie Grade, and after
consulting her father — who
was initially her manager —
Clodagh and John decided
to go ahead and accept the
offer.

“You’ve got to take this
kind of offer when it comes
along”, clarified Clodagh.
“It’s not the sort of thing
that you can afford to
overlook, and everytime I’ve
worked I've found out
something new.”

Clodagh feels that her
acting spots in the CIliff
Richard Show will help her

Clodagh—~ our
sad Cinderella

Y VALERIE MABBS

Clodagh had been left with.

“I think though, that
you eventually become a
household name”, she
replied. “And that is good,
Everyone says ‘Oh no® when
you mention Eurovision,
but they all seem to watch.
In England everyone is
good, they don’t say it’s
your fault if you don’t win.

“When | heard all the
songs | was really afraid of
Monaco, but I was sure we
were bound to come second
or third, and I was very
disappointed when we only
came fourth. I knew a song
like Monaco’s had to win
this year, but ‘Jack In The
Box® was quite good of its
kind.”

SWITCH

when  the pantomime Since then, of course,
rehearsals begin in Clodaghs had met with
November. difficulties over the ‘Meet

‘1 don’t think it Me In London’ show, when

requires great acting ability
or anything”, she told me,
toying with the zip on her
long suede boots. ‘“You can
generally adapt the lines

disagreements arose and her
part was given to Susan
Maughan.

“It would have been a
nice time to have done the
show, right after the

and say them how you s
want to. I recently did Eurovision”, Clodagh told
some acting sketches with me seriously. “And the

Jimmy Edwards in  his
‘Whacko® programme, which
is coming back on television
later this year. I was playing
myself really, and they con
me into making a record
without me knowing!”
Clodagh seemed to grimace
somewhat!
Our

inevitably

Eurovision
and the

conversation
turned to the
song Contest,
feelings that

story made all the nationals.
But I know that what I did
was right, and it was the
only thing that I could do.”
Another decision that
Clodagh and - John have
reached is the changing ol
her agency from MAM to
the Grade Organisation —
and if her feminine
intuition is right, it’s
move that should prove
successful for Clodagh!

EVERY lute player
searches for his castle.
Why? Because'

Phillip |

everybody knows that

lutes go with castles.
It's a little tough to do
the minstrel bit along
High Street Bromley
these days, for the
decor is a little
off-putting; but when
you can stroll around a
castle, everything is
alright. Such was the
chance bestowed on
Amazing Blondel, an
acoustic band featuring
the sound of lutes. The
amusing Blondel relate

the experience:

“| don't know who he
was — Lord or Baron
somebody, but he was
throwing a party at his
castie’’, says group leader
John Gladwin. “His wife
heard us on the radio and
wanted a lute band to
serenade the guests. At
first, the idea was that we
would sail up on his own
private lake and come
singing off the boat; that
idea was scrapped, because
we couldn’t have done it
unless we wore our P.A.
on our shoulders,

Then it rained on his
bar-b-que and everybody
went indoors. We set up
in one of the rooms for
our set and played to
about fifty people and |
think they were
impressed. The audience
was mostly over forty,
except for the debs and
I'm sure they were a little
wary of our appearance at
first — but once they get

pissed, they’re all the
same — they’re busy
watching in case their
women stray or
something. it was an

AMAZING BLONDEL: HAVING INSTRUMENTS MADE

incredible place; William:
and Mary chairs
everywhere and a

multitude of rooms. That
day, we played it the way
we really wanted to play

it and won them over..

The only change in the
act was the lack of jokes
— we had to leave most of
them out.”

Sometimes ladies turn
crimson at the telling of a
Blondel joke.

They often employ
ribald wit as an audience
communication aid and it

works very well. Lute
player Eddie Baird once
played rock guitar, but

was more inclined toward

folk styles. Later, he took
up the lute and
transferred all he knew to
that instfument — the
result was more suitable
and easier than anything
he’d ever done.

Eddie explains that
Blondel aren’t really a
medieval band — that
people are under a
misconception, because
“Medieval music is usually
very harsh. If our music is
based on anything, it’s
Tudor to pre-classical
Elizabethan. We’'ve studied
it by reading about famous
composers and learning
about the structure of
music at that time. The

first album had a style
that was strongest
around 1550 to 1650,
the newest album i
late as 1700. It’s r

Jacobean in parts.” -

e're having a
em t lute maker cr
some instruments to or

well and he’s very
on authenticity. Wh-en
told him we had
what we wanted —
combination of
instruments — he
interested.

When we played
the album, he change
mind. We're goin
remain acoustic —
pick-ups — we'd n
electric. There a
many people doing i
kind of thing and it’s a
pretty hard thing to break
into. People probably
won’t have heard this
music before and since we
cant drag up a lot of
corpses from the 1600s to
play to, we have to
convince them,

T ke to bENevelilie
have a hard core of fans.
It’s odd, but you’d believe
folkies would be the first
to accept it — they aren‘t.
They have to hear it
twice. They want to Y
it, but like most listeners,
they're conditioned. Once
they know it's alright to
like it,  they're in.
Unfortunately, musical
snobbery abounds ... I'm
one myself.”

Their music usually
cracks musical snobbery
right off — but if not, an
amusing Blondel joke will
reduce the average snob
down to a laughing hyena
who is then open for
communication and ready
to enjoy. If you can catch
them in a castle — you’'ll
hear, you'll hear
something really

incredibte. Lon
Goddard
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Contributions for the benefit of the Homeless Children of Bangla-Desh can be sent to:
The George Harrison-Ravi Shankar Special Emergency Relief Fund for Displaced People of Bangla-Desh.
c/o UNICEF, United Nations, N.Y. City

(Weve 9ot 1o releve)

BANGLA DESH
CrOge NAIMsoN

@ R5912
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AMERICA

PICK OF THE HOT

U.S. RELEASES

DRAMATICS: Watcha See
Is Watcha Get; Thankful
For Your Love (Volt).
Inspired by the Flip
Wilson catch phrase, this
rapidly (and deservedly
so) rising U.S. hit is
amazingly in no way at
all a cash-in or gimmick.

{Incidentally, in defence of
Flip Wilson, in the
long-off days when he
used to appear regularly
at the “"Apollo’” he was a
truly great comedian,
basing most of his jokes
on pot-smoking, drugs,
sex and other human
foibles, all treated with a
sympathetic
understanding of ghetto

life. Just thought the
record should be put
straight, in case you

imagined he was as crass
as on his telly series all
the time).

Anyway, back to
Dramatics and
superlative new record.
The group have been
around for some time,
showing up on the Win
Gate label (a subsidiary
of Golden World in
Detroit) back in the mid
‘60s.

When Detroit-based Don
Davis, the producer (who
was linked up with the

the
their

Golden World
organisation) moved his
Groovesville » Music

operation to Stax/Volt
he seems to have signed
the Dramatics to Volt at
some stage too, and was
producing them in the
late ‘60s.

““Watcha See” is published
by Groovesville but
produced by Tony
Hester and arranged by
Johnny Allen, though.
And, as | keep trying to
say, it is great.

Opening with plopping
beats and subdued brass
blasts, the song kicks off
with each line being
taken in turn, by a
husky, then faisetto,
the husky, then bass,
then intense voice, all of
which ride in, on, over,
through and around this
infectious easy-paced
plopping rhythm.

It is a multi-layered,
ever-changing effect, full
of fascination and
attention-holding interest
— let alone sheer
irresistibility! A perfect
amalgamation of
beautiful backing and
subtle singing, which has

scarcely left my
turntables since it
arrived.

JAMES

THE TEMPTATIONS:

The

Buy RM
the
pop plus

paper
every
week

CHI-LITES:

As a bonus, the slow and

sweet Soul Vocal Group
flip is in its own right
pretty damn good too.
It's nice to think that

Detroit is still sending
goodies down to
Stax/Volt, while their

own Memphis studios are
multi-tracking away their
old Soul.

BROWN:
Escape-ism, Parts 1, 2

and 3 (People). “‘Hot
Pants” may be Mr.
Brown’s annual

summertime smash, but
this is the hit that's best.
Nothing more than the
proverbial repetitive riff
{and Soocoo good that
thank goodness it keeps
on forever) with James
Brown chatting and
rapping with members of
the band over the top of
it ... no song, just jive
talk, bullshit, and funky
fun.

Yeah, you DO have-to be

Soul People to appreciate
it properly, which is a
pity, ‘cos the King has
come up with his best
rhythm pattern in a long
time. If only it didn't
fade out where it does.

It's
Summer; I'm The
Exception To The Rule
(Gordy). VYes, the
Tempts did this song as
the flip to “Ball Of
Confusion” and on their
"“Psychedelic Shack”
album; however, this is a
different, less gentle and
subtie treatment of it,
with the whole group
joining in much more on
top of a noisier backing.
flip is rather more
interesting (being
completely new), starting
after a quiet instrumental
intro with a bit of deep
bass recitation, followed

by the others singing
virtually a cappella a
slowly unwinding and
rather doom-laden

unusual song.

SMIOKEY ROBINSON AND

THE MIRACLES: Crazy
About The La La La; Oh
Baby Baby | Love You
{Tamla). Not doing too
well in America, the
Miracles’ latest starts off
with a Mexican flavour
before becoming a
muddled-beat messy
chugger. Okay, so it's
none too commercial,
but it’s certainly more
interesting than their
bang bang bang style.
The flip is indeniably
lovely, in any case.

We Are
Neighbors (Brunswick).
Beginning, as it does,
with the noise of a door
being rapped and ‘‘Who
I1s 1t?", followed by a
rich deep bass voice
uttering the deathless
introduction “Hello. dere,
I’s your new neighbour,”
this record really doesn’t
need to go on any longer
... it's gas enough like
that! In fact it does go
on, in the same chugging
style as its forerunner,
“{For God’s Sake) Give
More Power To The
People.”

‘THEY GOTTA
RIDE TO THE\ =¥

END’

Bob ‘The Bear’ Hite
lays it on the line for

Record Mirror readers

BOB — Before the brought young people
Beatles, we were into a back into rock and roll.
pretty washed out Before they came along;

Bill Haley was like forty
years old. I'm not saying
that’s wrong, but a lot

musical scene on the top
40 radio....Jan and
Dean, early Beach Boys

records, surf, and all of rock and roll records
that other stuff. | were put together in the
couldn‘t buy any of studio by musicians that
those records because would back a singing

they didn‘t turn me on. act, and that’s it. All of

t've always liked funky a sudden every young
music. The Beatles kid in America and
England all wanted to
be musicians. That's
what the Beatles did.
- They inspired young

people to think ‘“Wow
man, | can probably play
guitar and be in a band.”’

BOB HITE (pic Stephen Treadwell)

And they did it.
BOB
blues

white bands

— We started this
band when there wasn’t any
except
for Butterfield and Mayall.
We started Canned Heat and
then the Rising Sons, Taj

about the great August issue of

WORDS

i OF 26 HITS

duis autem vel eum wure doior in
dolore eu fugiat nulia pariatur.
praesant luptatum delenit aigue duos
provident, simil tempor sunt

® WORDS

OF 25-30 TOP
POP SONGS

@ COVER STARS

@ SOUNDS AROUND
@ PHOTO CALL

@ STUDIO SCENE

AND HEARD

@ SHOW TALK
@ SINGLE SPINNERS
@ DIFFER DISCS

FROM YOUR NEWSAGENT

WHY NOT PLACE AN ORDER TO MAKE SURE OF
YOUR REGULAR WORDS THE RECORD SONG BOOK

Or contact McGlennons 12-13 Bow Lane London EC4 Tel 01-248 4665

Mahal’s first group, was the
next to come along.

BOB — Short trips, 1
like. | don't like long ones
— none of us do. We've
been doin’ it too long. We
like places that hold 3,000
people. When | hear that the
capacity of a place is 3,000,
I say “yeah, alright."”
At the beginning, every
time we got to the ariport
it was a new adventure. But
now, shit, it’s just the gig.
it took until a year after
“On The Road Again' for
the magic to wear off. It
can get to you after a
while. We hate travelin’. All
of us...bar none. There's not
one cat in the band that
digs travelin’. The whole
band lost their old ladies in
one week. Horror week! We
played good that week
though. But, 1'm sure that
had something to do with
the road. There's a lot of
places where we haven't
been, but we've been a lot
of places too.

BOB — Ou trageous!
Everywhere in Europe.
They're outrageous.
Everybody’s smokin’ hash.
There’s all these little
candle glows all over the

crowd. It’s like lookin’ up
to a sky full of stars.

BOB — If they flag the
train, they have to ride it.
It's going’ where .it's goin’
and when it stops they can
all get off. But, being
entertainers we keep songs
in our book they want to
hear.

BOB — I've produced
some Sunnyland Slim things
for Liberty. And | produced
the John Lee Hooker album
with Skip (Taylor, Heat’s
manager). § don’t think a
producer should be involved
with what the band’s doing
in the studio, other than try
and get a good sound out
of their instruments and
making sure they're in tune.
I think it's lame for a
producer to sit around and
make suggestions, especially
when he doesn’t know what
he’s talking about....if the
cat doesn’t know how to
play an ‘e’ chord on the
guitar and he’s telling the
band what he thinks they
ought to be doing. That’s
not fair to the musicians.

BOB — | think he's
produced some great
records.

BOB — We’'ve always
written all our own lyrics,

and generally most of the
time, the music. Right now,
| havent been able to do
any at all. I've written two
songs for our new album.
it’s just that my head hasn’t

been In the right place to
do it. We have an album to
get out and we have to have
some material, so it's gotta
happen. I've written almost
80% of my lyrics in the
studio while the band was
listening to the take.

BOB — Vocally? Joe
Turner. | mean, | don't try
and sound like Joe Turner,
but he shouts and so do |I.
1I'm from that line that they
strictly call shouters..
Jimmy Witherspoon and
people like that.

BOB — He collects Gene
Autrey records. B.B.s an
entertainer. He's ‘cool.’
That cat's in the real big
leagues, He’s gettin’' it on
man. He's on TV every
week. If B. B. King keeps it

up, man, he’ll be another
Louis Armstrong.
Everybody in the world
knows w ho Louie

Armstrong was, and | think
very shortly everybody in
the world is gonna know
who B. B. King is.

BOB — |  Dbelieve a
musician is an entertainer.
iIf he thinks he's anything
else, he's a fool. He's got no
business being a musician
unless he wants to play all
for himself in the corner.
The minute you're in front
of people you're
entertaining. And if Yyou
ain’t entertainin’, then you
ain't doin’ your gig.

BOB — It used to be real
long_ because everybody
would just get spaced.
Yeah, music can be a long
thing, because when we did
the boogie, it was. Alan was

always the shortest, he
rarely got it on. But, the
other three would

sometimes just get into it so
much that it would become
a thing in itself. There was
nothing else around them
and they would just keep
goin’, and all of a sudden
they'd flash and think
“Hey, there’s people out
there!”, and forty minutes
later they’d go into a drum
solo.

BOB — They'll (Liberty)
put out anything we tell
them to put out. They put
out what we give them. We
give 'em a finished master, a
finished album cover, and
all they do is press it. we
put out around two albums
a year. We've never had the
top 40 in mind in our whole
career. We're walked into the
studio and eut what we've
planned on cutting,
sometimes not even knowing
what we're going to cut, and
from that we listen to it and
decide what should come off
of it as a single.
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The price for a classified advertisement is: 5p per
single column inch, boxed. Box
Number charge 25p. No money, in any form, should
be paid to a Box number. Advertisements should be
submitted by Thursday of the week preceding
publication. All advertisements are subject to the
approval of the publishers. The RM will not be liable
for any event arising out of advertising.

W1V 1PG.

To place your advertisement phone: 01-437 8090 or

complete the order form below and send to:-
_RECORD'MIRROR, 7 CARNABY STREET, LONDON

FORM

YOU

Embarrassment?
if so, find the happiness
that comes with a clear
complexion taking
MASCOPIL. MASCOPIL
treats your complexion
problems at the source —
WITHIN THE BODY. No
creams or ointments, just
two tiny pills a day. What
could be simpler?
“) must say what a
wonderful product you
have discovered. | did not
really expect a quick
transformation from a
spotty, oily skin to a
good healthy skin, but
my face looks and feels
so fresh since taking
Mascopil.””
For your description leaf-
let and 30 days treatment
send 4212p (post free) to:
CROWN DRUG CO (RM)
Manufacturing Chemists

Blackburn,lL.ancs

Est. 1908

@ records for sale

“ABSOLUTELY THE BEST
mail order export service for
all readers living in
NORWAY, SWEDEN,
FINLAND, DENMARK,
GERMANY, HOLLAND,
BELGIUM, etc. Now you
can obtain all your records
quickly and cheaply from
TANDY'S famous mail order
export service. Write today
for full details plus

TANDY’S famous listing of .

Best Selling LPs and new

releases, from: TANDY’'S
(RM), 18-20 Wolverhampton
Road, Warley, Worcester-
shire.”’

Signed . . ...l Tl e o S
Address, ..... .. e ..o L e DRECUCSEGE E .. . .
OVERSEAS READERS —
ACNE, BOILS, We give large discounts on
PIMPLES ! ANY new LP — supplied free

Send for FREE
catalogue. Cob Records
{(Export  Division 12),

Portmadoc, Caernarvonshire.

RECORD BAZAAR:
50,000 from 10p. Send 5p
for lists of 45s and LPs to:
1142/6 Argyle Street,
Glasgow.

of tax.

3000 DIFFERENT singles
of all kinds, from 5p. S.a.e.
4 Cavendish Avenue, St.
Leonards

'RECORD COLLECTORS!

service. Best
sellers stocked.
Discontinued records
specialists, 1000s available.
Disco’s delight. Thousands
listings! Hours browsing!
Send 13p current catalogue.
Heanor Record Centre (R),
Heanor, Derby.

FANTASTIC ROCK, pop,
and soul bargains. AN in
Record Mart magazine.
Send 15p PO to 16 London
Hill, Rayleigh, Essex.

Worldwide

AMERIJCAN LPs — £2.40
each. |If it's available in
America, | can obtain it.
Send 15p for lists of 10,000
titles to P. Jenney, 26
Ripon Drive, Blaby, Leics.

BACK DROPS FROM
SOUL UPRISING US. and
UK labels. Large s.a.e.
Graham Stapleton,
Basement 28 Walham
Grove, London SW6.

COUNTRY MUSIC
RECORDS from 20p.
Hundreds, Large s.a.e. lists,
187 Sulivan Court, Fulham,
London SW6.

SPECIALISTS IN POP, ROCK C&Ww, SOUL
GOLDEN OLDIES
Send for our up to date lists.
Over 100,000 45s and LPs in stock
Trade enquiries welcome
Come and see us in our new shop
opening August 9

F. L. Moore {Records) Ltd
167 Dunstable Road, Luton, Beds

SOUL SOUNDS from 10p
large s.a.e. lists John, 187
Sulivan  Court, Fulham,
London SW6.

SOUL, DISCO, imports/UK
— 30p each, 4 — £1
cheapest lists ever! Plus
auction. Lovejoy, Freeman,
Prophets, Lance, Tamla, etc.
S.a.e. 54 Shoreditch House,
Charles Square, Shoreditch,
London N1.

GREAT R O CK
AUCTION ends soon
write now for lists — 600
original label discs — 100+
Elvis inc., HMV 1 and 2 LPs
100+ rare U.S. discs, J.
Thompson — C. Feathers —
M. Gilley — R. Hall, etc.
Large s.a.e. 84 Fairlawn
Park, London SE26 5RX.

VERY CHEAP oldies. Rare
R&B, early Motown, from
15p. Williamson, 56 St
Paul’s Road, Coventry.

COLLECTORS’ SOUL - list
No. 2 lowest prices. S.a.e.

27 Loxwood Avenue,
Worthing, Sussex.

SHANGRI-LAS ‘Past,
Present and Future’ LP
£3.00. Payments cash/IMO
or Blank postal order to
Luuk Bonthond,
Korhaanstraat 77c,
Rotterdam-3021, Holland.

BIG 5 Prince Buster hot

banned record 60p. ‘Slipped

Disc’ 262 Lavender
London, SW11,

Hill,

SQUL SALE! Nothing over
£1 sae. James Brown
Appreciation Society, 27
Hoppett Road, Chingford,
London E4.

COLLECTORS OF ROCK
Elvis/Jack Scott, etc.
popular Como/Sinatra, etc.
Country Hank Williams, etc.
Large s.a.e. for full list of
78s to LPs Sales/offers lists.
W. McFarlane, 9 Hazledeen,

Hedworth, Jarrow, Co.
Durham,

MONSTER ‘Rock n’
Roll-Rock-a-Billy — Boogie
— Blues — Hillbilly —
American ‘60s  Groups’
Auction!  Unusual Elvis

‘Sun’ 45/'Perfect for Parties’
EP/Janis and Elvis 10in LP
plus G. Barber/H.
Cashner/H. Albin/G.
Dunlop/C. Feathers/R.
Hodges/J. Lloyd/J. Scott/M.
R obbins/V. Wilder/R.
Brown/F. Domino/B.
Johnson/E. King/L.
Robinson/K.  Thomas/D.
and J. Hawkins/J. L.
Hawk/Four  Counts/Holi-
days/Leeds/Penguins/Phea-
tans/Savoys/C.  Chenier/L.
Walker/B, Carlisle/d. Gills/F.
Miller/d.  Work/Tennessee
ERSEW/(I8 Frizzell. S.a.e.
‘“Breathless’”’ Dan,
"“Rockhouse”, 17 Graham
Street, Newport,
Monmouthshire, UK.

OVER 5,000 quality
guaranteed used LPs always
in stock. Also, ‘large
discounts given on ALL new
LPs satisfaction
guaranteed. Send for FREE
catalogues. Cob Records,
(Dept. 12), Portmadoc,
Caernarvonshire,

NEVER FOR ME by the
Millionaires 75p plus many
more rare soul imports.
S.a.e. for lists to Boylan's,

30-32 Old Road,
Conisbrough, Doncaster,
Yorkshire.

AUCTION — American,
Tamla, Spector, S.a.e. to 70
Elgin Avenue, Harrow,
Middx.

SOUL SALE. S.a.e. Pete,
26b Kent House, Oid Kent
Road, SE1.

ROCKIN’ AUCTION. Al
styles.  Classics, rarities,’
S.a.e. box 359.

@ songwriting
LYRICS WANTED by Music

Publishing House, 11 St
Alban’s Avenue, London
w4,

SONG AND LYRIC

WRITERS. Send s.ae for
FREE copy of ‘From Song
Lyric To Commercial
Record’. Sylvanbury (Dept.
R2), 30 Craven Street,
WC2. L

SONG LYRIC WRITERS:
Send lyrics, poems and
s.a.e. New Key Music, Dept

RM, 81a North Street,
Chichester.

SONGS AND LYRICS
WANTED. Publishing/
recording. Janay Music,
Dept. RM, 189 Regent

Street, London W1,

@® personal

JANE SCOTT for genuine
friends. Introductions
opposite sex with sincerity
and thoughtfulness. Details
free. 3p stamp ‘to Jane
Scott, 50/RM, Maddox
Street, London W1.

MAKE NEW FRIENDS.
Ladies and Gentlemen from
all over the world would like
to correspond with vyou.
Details and 40 sample
photographs free. Write,
enclosing a 2%p stamp, to:
Interspond, P.O. Box 58,
Brussels 1020, Belgium.

o e

o Contacts Unlimited$

@ Find someone who really
turns you on, and be.
taken to the gigs you only

® used to read about.
‘FOUR DATES for £2
For questionnaire@

@437 7121 (24 hours) or 2@
@ Gt. Marlborough Street,g
ow.1.

oooooooooooodo:
INTRODUCTIONS and
penfriends with Occultists,
witches, etc. S.ae. to:
{Phoenix, The Golden Wheel,
Birkenhead, Cheshire.

Dateline

The Dateline computer
eliminates chance as a
way of choosing dates
it scientifically rejects
unsuitable partners and

can fix you up with as
many compatible dates

as you can handle.
Common sense?
Certainly and made
possible by Dateline
Britain’s greatest
matchmaker.

WHY WAIT

Post the coupon for full
details OATELINE

COMPUTER DATING

SERVICE, 23
ABINGDON ROAD,
LONDON, WwW.8: Tel:
01-937 0102. Please
send me my Dateline
application forrmn and
full details:
NaMe ....ccveveenenriinecranass
AdAress.....c..coeeveeeecnnans
AGE it
RM S

PEN PALS, Dates, Marriage
Partners. Look no further!
We've got them all, just for
you. Write INTRO (Dept.
RM/G) 247, High Street,
North, London E12,

MAKE NEW friends of the
opposite sex, in the most
reliable, . inexpensive way
available. Free details from
SiM (RM), Braemar House,
Queens Road, Reading.

FREE DETAILS
teenagers exclusive
friendship  club, tlimited
membership. S.a.e. Box no.
356.

@® fan clubs

KENNY BALL
APPRECIATION SOCIETY
— S.a.e. to Miss Pat Sanders,
18 Carlisle Street, London
W1,

THE VENTURES
resurgience, 20 Madeley
Road, London W.5. E

of

STUART GILLIES official
fan club. S.a.e. to Flat 5,
Kings Hill Hostel, West
Malling, Maidstone, Kent.

@ travel

ECONOMY FLIGHT,
India, USA, Canada, East
Africa, Far East
187 Tufnell Park Road,
London N7. 01-607 5639

® publications
“WEST COAST COUNTRY

MUSIC SOUND” No. 3
includes Owens, Haggard,
Hagers, 12p to Parr, 9
Canterbury Road,
Rustington, Sussex.

SMG for August is now
available: Sun listing, Pat

Boone disco, history of jazz
and blues, and much more
info for every ' record
collector. 15p from: Barry
Lazell, 48 Gifford Road,
Benfleet, Essex.

@ records wanted

AS MUCH AS £1-25p
allowed for your unwanted
LPs in partexchange for
brand new LPs — or we will
buy them for cash. S.a.e. for
details first. BDR2, Cob
Records, Portmadoc,
_Caernarvonshire.

@ announcements

DICK® GRIFFIN musician,
would like to meet
interesting contacts. Write
81 Dean Street, W1V 6AA.
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@ mobile discotheques

smalitalk

MOBILE DISCO

HITCHIN
50918

SPIN - A - SOUND

(0462)

D AVE JANSEN
DISCOTHEQUES. Radio
style professional
entertainment 01-699 4010.

LIVEWIRE DISCO. A disco
worth  booking on all
occasions. Phone 552 9884
or 599 7068.

Just for the fun of it! 77
SOUND DISCO Top 40
Sounds with M.G.. Phone

{1 01-360 4954 (evenings).

@® penfriends

TEENS/TWENTIES
penfriends, home/abroad:
MFC, 9 The Arbour,
Farnhill, Keighley,
Yorkshire.

MARY BLAIR BUREAU.
Introductions everywhere,
S.a.e. for details: 43 Llanfair
D.C., Ruthin, Denbs.

ROMANCE OR penfriends,
home/abroad. Thousands of
members. Details: World
Friendship Enterprises, MC
74 Amhurst Park, N10,

LOOKING FOR
NEW FRIE ?

If you've never tried our
postal dating  service
you’re missing a lot of
excitement. Write for my
free brochure, and find
out how easy meeting
new friends of the
opposite sex can be.
Please state age Joan
Frances, Mayfair
Introductions, Oept 9,
291 Finchley Road,
London, NW3 6ND

JEANS INTRODUCTIONS,
16 Queen Street, Exeter, 17
to 70. Worldwide successful
romances.

UNDER 21. Penpais
anywhere, S.a.e. for free
details — Teenage Club,

Falcon House, Burnley.

PENFRIENDS AT HOME

ana abroad. Send s.a.e. for |

free details. European
Friendship Society, Burnley.

FRENCH penfriends, all
aged from 12 to 21. Send
s.a.e. for free details — Anglo
French Correspondence
Club, Burnley,

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS!
Make new friends through
Postal Pen-Friends. Send
s.a.e. for details: 44 Earls
Court Road, London W8.

TEENAGE PENPALS s.ae.
t0 10-20 Club (Dept a 34)
124 Keys Ave., Bristol, BS7
OHL. ‘

PENFRIENDS WANTED
urgently; all ages. S.a.e. to:
Pen Society (N.38),

Chorley, PR7 4BS.

@ for sale

BEAUTIFUL Citroen
3C.V. (with brand new
adapted Ami 6 engine).
— answers.to the name
of Hector. Ring 01-734
8916 (day) or 01-581
2542 (eve).

HISTORY OF OFFSHORE
RADIO LP. £4 — The
Beatles Get Back LP £4 —
Shocking Blue poster 25p —
Tee Set poster 25p —
Record magazine 3p (or
free with every order).
Blank poster order to: Luuk
Bonthond, Korhaanstraat
77c, Rotterdam 3021,
Holland.

MAMMOTH collection
Elvis items. Box no. 360.

of

DJ THEMES on tape.
Details s.a.e. Alan, 8
Clarendon Street, Haworth,
Keighley, Yorkshire.

@® free radio

FOR FRA Associate
membership, send s.a.e. to:
Free Radio Association, 239
Eastwood Road, Rayleigh,
Essex.

RADIO NORDSEE FM
recordings by:- R. Rotgans,
Vijheer Eslaan, 357

Papendrecht, Holland.

STUDIO RECORDED
jingles from 50 different
American stations, e.q.
WABC New York, 1

hour tape costs at 3%ips

£1.50 at 7'2ips £2. Lists

s.a.e. D. Smith, 29

Suffolk Avenue, Leigh
on Sea, Essex.

Free RNI Car Stickers
Send s.a.e. for these and
new list of tapes. Also
available, new Area
Organiser News Sheet at
5p each plus 5p p&p.
These give details ot tne
reformed Free Radio

Campaign, Area Organiser
Network, and is the first
of its kind. AWl from

NEFRC, 12 Queens Road,
Newcastle on Tyne,
NE2 2PP .

@ posters

“NI—GREATEST
BARGAINS
ON EARTH!!!"
Mammoth 4ft 4in x 30in

Groundhogs, Wwho,
ELP/Nice and Dylan
flamboyant art prints,
only 72 each! Also

44in x 30in Zeppelin, T.
Rex, Deep Purple, Black
Sabbath, Rory Gallagher,
Johnny  Winter/Hendrix
and Zappa/Capt Beefheart
giant prints — just 59p
each! And look you get
one FREE 22in x 15in,

Clapton, Elton, G.
Harrison, Bardot or
Madeline Bell poster
with each print ordered!

The Peoples Poster
Co, c¢/o Red Berry, 18
Woden Road East,

Wednesbury, Staffs.

ASK YOUR
NEWSAGENT
{ TO ORDER
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Spread the word about

the wildcat musicians!

FOR CHRISTSAKES,
don’t squirm; I'm not
going to write about
some limp-wrist
Mickey Mouse Group
who think they can
play 1950s rock and

roll music; this is
about ‘*Shakin’
Stevens & the
Sunsets.”

But where the hell was
it? Let me see — The
Classic, Piccadilly Circus?
No, that’s the cosy little
cinema where I saw “My
Swedish Meatball” (X).
Jacey, Piccadilly? Wrong
again — that’s where I
copped “Danish Blue”
(X). Croydon Suite, yeh —
that’s the place.

It’s been a long time
since anything resembling
a rock and roll band had a
binge in the spacious and
swank Top Rank Suite. (It
will be interesting to see if
this change of pace will
pay off and lend to further
rock and roll entertain-
ment on the Top Rank
circuitry). But judging by
audience approval, the
wlecome mat should be
out for Shakin’ Stevens &
the Sunsets henceforth on
a further booking basis.

NEW

Shakin’ Stevens & the
Sunsets — Shakey Stevens,
vocals; George Chick, bass;
“Ace” Skudder, piano;
Robert Llewellyn,, drums,
Carl  Petersen, guitar;
Mickey Gee, guitar; and
Paul Dolan, sax are new to
Waxie’s World, but very
familiar to rock and roll
fans from club and college
exposure throughout the
country.

Paul Barrett’s Penarth
group gave the customers
what they came into hear
— “That Is Rock & Roll,”
“Sea Cruise,” and “Little
Queenie” — as they started
cooking, and crashed like
bronc-busters from one
song to another at
non-stop pace with one of
those  how-can-you-go-
wrong acts that is
rehearsed to a fine “T”’.

They could do no
wrong for the crowd,
which roared at their hard,
what-the-hell music,
normally associated with
Memphis groups of . the
Golden  Era.  Shakey
Stevens is the vigorous
vendor of vocals, and
every part of his handsome
body, from his baby-blues
to his old suede shoes, was
employed to  move

sinously and give female

patrons the full
hip-swivelling  treatment
— yeah, man! His

approach to songs of the
’50s — “The Train Kept

A-Rolling’,” “I Hear You
Knocking,” “Thirty Days”
etc — was well--executed
with plenty of savvy that
generated excitement and
much mitting from the
large-capacity audience.

Pianist “Ace” Skudder has
the twogun talent to
brilliantly execute a multitude
of flashfire ideas. He is a
natural whose ivory-spanking
pumps forth with a solid
consistency. The lion’s share
of applause went to rock
gladiator and sax blaster Paul
Dolan. (If you aren’t into his
brand of leaping music the
best thing to do is sit indoors
and listen to old records:
you’re over the bloody hill).
He is a phenomenal performer
with a distinctive tone (like
those other two Pied Piper
tenormen of the rock ’n’ roll
scene, Fred Tillyer — Rock Of
All Ages, and Harry Middleton
— Rock & Roll Allstars) who
held down the sweat stained a
stage like a giant.

Robert Liewellyn drummed
deftly and gave out with a
flying mallets performance
loaded with promanship and
skin-beating brilliance. These,
then, are the Sunsets. Rock &
Roll Casanovas who take their
fun (smile) where they find it
— if you want to believe their
own sales chat. O.K. Now go
out and spread the word about
these wildcat musicians.

BOOZE

I smiled, thinking; booze —
where’s my bloody rumcola? 1
lifted the glass and poured a
double down my throat.
Turning to the bronze-bodied

barmaid 1 shouted, ‘“Hey,
Blondie. Coupla large
rumcolas — thanx, honey.”

Then, digging my clbow into
group manager Paul Barrett'd
drape-jacketed ribs, 1 winked
and slapped his back as he
went back to straining his eyes
and lapping up an old copy of
Exciting  Strip-Tease -
Photographs  With  Adult
Appeal. Too much!

Hey, gang — wait one jiff,
will ’ya? How would you like
to try and win the new
Shakin’ Stevens LP, “I’'m No
JD”. (CBS 52901) Yes, you
nod. Why not? Now, get your
ballpoints out, and when

you've plonked down the
answers, send ’em to Waxie’s

World  (Shakin®  Stevens
Comp), Record Mirror, 7
Carnaby St., London, W.1.

(The first five correct entries
opened will receive a copy of
the LP).

YOUR CHANCE
TO WIN

A SHAKIN’

STEVEN LP!

1 Shakin’ Stevens & the
- Sunsets: what was the title
of the LP they made for
Parlophone?

2 Name the pianist with the
Sunsets before *“Ace”
Skudder?

3 Who produced the following
Shakin’ Stevens LPs? (a) A
Legend; (b) I'm No ID?

4 Shakin’ Stevens & the
Sunsets: the LP, A Legend
was dedicated to several
people. Name at least 3 of
those persons?

5 Who composed the
following songs — Rock 'N’
Roll Singer, Girl Please Stay,
and I Fell Apart?

Eleven-thirty — so what?
Suddenly 1 remembered.
Waxie’s World. Waxie’s World?
What about Waxie’s World? It
came to me. Waxie’s World,
copy by Monday morning. 1
pulled myself up, holding on
the table, shouting in Paul’s
ear. “Cheerio, pal. See ya
again.” 1 tried to say goodbye
to. the rest of the Sunsets at
the bar, but they had their

noses buried in large tankards "

of beer....I'll see y’awl next
go-round.

SHAKIN® STEVENS AND THE SUNSETS: WIN A FREE LP! SEE THE QUIZ BELOW

Waxie pornographic?

Here’s YOUR verdict

SO, TEMPTING fate and
the wrath of various
boppin’ cats, we dared to
pose the question — Is
Waxie  Maxie porno-
graphic? And we asked
readers, for their opinions.

Strangely enough those
tough-skinned, battle worn
bucking broncos who roar
around on their phallicly
orientated — so we’re told
— shining, all powerful
bikes, seem to like to keep
their music and sex strictly
apart. It might even be —
oh sacrilege! — that there’s
more sexuality in the
screaming bopping teenies!

A FAN

“P'm a rock ’'n’ roll fan, but
that does not mean I must be
a sex maniac or a hardened
thug,” says Peter Gilham of 11
Betterton Road, Rainham,
Essex. “As that strange fellow

Max Needham seems to:

portray. Please get rid of him
and give us fans some articles
on some of the forgotten rock
'n’ roll singers like Malcolm
Yelvington, Wad and Dick and
Smokey Joe.”

And ‘Depth-Charge’ Deke
of . the White Cottage, 397

Woodlands Road, Nr.
Southampton, shows some
sceptiscm: “I've read those*

articles of Maxie’s that make
great sense and are interesting,
those that are humourous and
the first of the pronographic
type, which I consider useless
for a paper of such standing.
I'm not stick in the mud and
do not hold this kind - of
information, such as so and
so’s latest conquest, to be
disgusting, because it’s all lies
anyway! More of your fact is
essential for us rockers, Maxie,
so not so much of the
fictional, sock-it-to-me-in-bed
foolery.”

But well known Stompin®
Stan, springs forward. with
some defence. “‘Sure Maxie’s
articles of late have been

overdone with this sex bit, but"

let’s ' remember the “fantastic
amount of good work that

Waxie Maxie has done for
Rock 'n’ Roll,” he writes from
the Shakin’ Shack, 54 Major

Street, Newport, Mon.
“‘Anyone who appreciates the
talents of boogie pianist

Merrill Moore will know that
Max was responsible’ for
rediscovering this cat. This and
so much more was ahieved
through sheer hardwork, and
Maxie as helmsman was not
only the biggest grafter, but
also the brains behind the
operation.

SUCCESS

“Tony Capaldi shouts abut

the Wild Angels — doesn’t he

realise that Waxie is
responsible for most of their
success. Personally I'd like tc
see the sex yak in Maxie’s
articles cut out or at least cut
down, but for Max to change
his style altogether would be
to throw out the virility and
honesty, and these two things
are what rock-’n’ roll is all
about.”

Bob Moore of the North
Berkshire Rock °n’ Roll Club,

at 18 Hawthorn Crescent
Grove, Wantage, Berks, didn’t
dig the “‘sexcesive” elements
in Waxie’s writings: “At one
time Max was a valid writer
with constructive opinions and

a well-respected character on-

the rock ’n’roll scene. Now he
has sunk to the depths of
pomography and  stupid
ravings about English groups
who purport to play rock 'n’
roll.

“Now is’ the time for Max
Needham to do what he did
for Merrill Moore, Charlie
Rich, Mickey Gilley and many
many more. Al of whom are
performing more valid music
now than Eddie Cochran or
Ritchie Valens. The
possibilities for a writer like
Maxie are endless, all he needs
to do is wake up!™

So that’ a cross section of
your letters — no doubt the
debate will continue.- We
promised we’d give the writers
of any letters we published an
album of their choice, So will
the writers of the above letters
write stating what rocking
album they would like.
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RELEASES

JAMES TAYLOR: You've
Got A Friend; You Can
Close Your Eyes
({Warner Brfos.
K 16085). This s
Carole King's beautiful
song, the one that
Andy Williams has
covered. Since James
plays guitar on Carole’s
original version, and
Carole helps out on his
new LP (though not on
this slowie), this
certainly qualifies as
the other authorised
original. 1t's also
number one in
America.

~0OUIS ARMSTRONG:
What A  Wonderful
World; Give Peace A
Chance (Philips
6073703). Actually the
gratingly - unsuitable
“Give Peace’’ has been
made the plug side —
madness, when Louis’s
re-working of ““World,”
with its new long
philosophical recitation
opening, is different
and good enough to
happen again. These, 1
believe, are from his
70th  birthday party
LP, and lack his golden
horn. Play on,
Satchmo.

NANCY SINATRA AND
LEE HAZLEWOOD:
Did You Ever (Reprise
K 14093). Not another
“Jackson,”” this steel
guitar and flute-backed
boy/girl verbal
exchange is fairly ... |
was going to say
“’pleasant,” but | think
‘‘dull’” is more
applicable — which is a
pity, ‘cos | don’t mind
these two. Livelier flip,
anyway.

JERRY REED: When
You‘re Hot, You're
Hot (RCA 2101).
Recently America’s
number one C&W hit,
this continuation of the
“Amos Moses” success
formula, lively though
it is, is spoilt somewhat.
by the over-enthusiastic
and strident vocal
support of the Holidays
girlie group. Jerry's
good though ... and
he’s hot.

BARBRA - STREISAND:
Where You Lead; Since
| Fell For You (CBS
7396). And Streisand
sings King too. Go out
and buy Carole’s
“Tapestry”” LP, right
NOW. She does this
stomper quite well, but
more to Barbie's credit
her treatment of the
classic slow R&B flip is
simply luvverly.

SOUNDS OF SUNSHINE:
Love Means (You
Never Have To Say
You’re Sorry) (London
HLD 10333). It had to
happen, and this lush
harmony slowie is as
wet and sweet as you
would expect. Keith
Mansfield has a British
tune with the same
title, but this American
hit is the gooey one to
go for, if that's your
bag. (A bag, brown
paper, as for use in
aeroplanes, might ba
handy for the rest of
you}.

REDBONE: The Witch
Queen Of New Orleans;
Chant: 13th Hour
{(Epic EPC 7351). At
long last their “Maggie’
is hitting in America,
and we get something
aven better from the
half-breed Red Indian
so-called ‘‘Swamp”
band, who really do
manage to produce a
rhythm that (a) won‘t
quit and (b) is all their
own. The insidiously
driving top and the
great flip deserve to be

heard.
_DON GIBSON: A Perfect
Mountain (London

HLE 10335). The

Country vet (that's
short for veteran)
sounds shit-kickin’

good on this sprightly
fast steel-backed shuffle
beater, with nice
1950s’ ooching group
fill-ins. It's almost as if
the clock stood still for
-Don. One of the week’s
better sounds.

James
Hamilton

ROD STEWART : UNMISTAKABLE VOCALS

Hot Rod sings
Hardin classic

ROD STEWART: Reason
To Believe; Maggie May
(Mercury 6052 097). A
track from his ‘Every
Picture Tells A Story’
album this is Tim Hardin’s
classic composition given a
different treatment with
organ backing from lan
McLagan, and of course

the unmistakeable hoarse UP
numbers, but haven't had

too, much luck of late. g
This as might be
expected -
steel guitar effects and a
gentle vocal on opening,
building into a bigger
chorus, with string basis.

Stewart vocal. Nice violin
passage halfway through,
and a false ending which
could upset a few DJs!
Builds to a nice finish.
Deserves to be a hit for
the song along — all credit
to go to T.H. whose

original
superb. But this is good
and obviously in with a
commercial treatment in
its favour. CHART CERT.

EDISON: Hawaiian Island;
Sweet
Melancholy (Philips 6006
132). A group who come |F:
Forgotten Roads (United
Artists UP 35263). This is
really
~something in the vein of
Arrival, on the harmony
vocals. Unusual lead sound
sounds rather like it
should come from a stage
show.

rendering is

Old Fashioned

with some good

has Hawaiian

GETTING YOUR MONEY’S WORTH
THE 70s’ SOUND

BY ROOT CART-
WRIGHT OF PRINCIPAL
EDWARDS MAGIC
THEATRE.

‘‘Some people accuse
us of being too
intellectual and obscure,
or of asking too much of
an audience by giving
them too much to take in
all at once. It is true that
someone coming to see us
has to concentrate a bit
to get his money’s worth,
but we try to make it
worth the effort (it's
quite hard work watching
‘Hamlet’ or a fast moving
football match), and the
more carefully you watch

and listen the more you
should get out of it.

“Our main concern at the
moment is to make the whole
act fit together more neatly
so that the audience doesn’t
have to work unnecessarily
hard tying loose ends that
we have left undone.

‘“We don’'t insist that an
audience try and take in
everything that we do if they
don’t want to. Probably you
have to see us several times
to do that, but you have to
see anything that is any good
more than once to get right
into.it.

“If you come to see us
and close your eyes and wag
your head around then we
hope you have a good time,
but you make us feel we are

cheating as you will miss out
on two thirds of what you
paid for.

“Writing music for the
Magic heatre is similar in
some ways to writing scores
for films or plays. One does
not have to work with a stop
watch, but one has to write
interesting original pieces of
music that allow for dramatic
interpretation and reaction by
the other parts of the Magic
Theatre.

The music does not have
to tell the whole story, but
has to create moods, paint
backcloths, and vary as the
words.and the action change.
Some people might say that
as there “is so much going on
in a PEMT performance, that
the musiclans have an easier
job than in other bands, but
in fact our job is harder, as

we are not just playing for
ourselves, musically; we also
nave the whole dramatic
structure of the act to
consider.

“As a result of this and
because we also feel that with
most bands there is too much
improvisation, often very
boring and repetitive, there is
comparatively little
improvisation in our music.

Obviously we do not play
every number exactly the
same every night, but when
one works with dancers, and
a light show like ours which
is not just a crowd of
abstract bubbles and patterns
but relates to the subject
matter of each piece, then
one has to make sure that
certain things happen
together rather than playing
more freely and risking a lack
of co-ordination with the rest
of the show.

**We already use a lot of
instruments on stage and
would like to use more when
we can afford to buy them.”

A nice arrangement from
Lew
different vein to their last
‘Everybody Knows’, which
should have been a hit,
this is a less instant song
perhaps,
done. CHART CHANCE.

PRINCIPAL EDWARDS MAGIC THEATRE
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Bronx Chee
in Mungo’s
footsteps

BRONX CHEER: Barrel
House Player; Surprising
Find; Weather Or Not;
Party For One (Dawn
DNX 2512). A maxi single
from a new Dawn group,
who could follow in the
footsteps of Mungo Jerry
with this a fast moving
beauty number, with deep
pumping bass lines and
twangy guitar. Harmonica
comes in too. Good value
with four tracks, all of
which are worth a play. In
fact ‘Surprising Find’ at a

slower tempo with nice:

drumming could make a
lead track too. CHART
CHANCE.

RESCUE CO NO 1: Gotta
Find You (Pye).. Dramatic
string opening leads into a
quite light beaty song,
with catchy chorus and
string  backing. Twangy
guitars in there too.

CATERINA VALENTE:
Canto de Ossanha (Decca).
Bossa nova rhythm, with
Valente purring through in
usual style, opening into
more powerful vocal with
brass backing.

mellow brass. Just where
it might be played is the
worrying thing — and that
could hold this back. It’s
more in hope, than in
certainty, but this should
be .... CHART CHANCE.

ANDRE L’ESCARGOT
AND THE SOCIETY
SYNCOPATORS: Purple
Umbrella (MAM).
Someone with a sense of
humour here, singing in
the French Vaudeville
style to a tinkly
background. Presumably
the vocalist isn’t French,
just out to be different.

ON THE

NEW
SINGLES

a chart number, though.

SONS AND LOVERS:
Take Up The Hammer
(Beacon). A good
harmony group who have
failed to have chart
success, Sons and Lovers
latch on to a fast
sing-a-long type song. Less
harmony and more beaty
vocals, this has a gospel
feel, but I doubt that it
will help their cause at all.

PUMPKIN HILL: Shake
Off The Dust (RCA). As
is happening with many
singles now, strong use of
steel guitar on this, a
beaty and zesty number.
Hand claps and harmony

vocal in parts a fair
offering.
SATISFACTION: Don’t

Rag The Lady (Decca).
An excllent band are
Satisfaction and this is a
good powerful up-tempo
single with strong use of
brass. A group
composition, which has
fast moving electric guitar
work and heavy funky
style drumming. Probably
too big a production to be

LINDA LEWIS: We Can
Win (Reprise). This track
is taken from an album
and still retains the very
long string intro, which
would appear to hamper
its chances as a single. The
ex singer with Ferris
Wheel, though, presents a
superb vocal, backed by
strong brass and p