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HERE'S JOHNNY

John Lydon releases
‘Album’, his first LP for two
years, on February 3. The

cassette version is called
‘Cassette’. What a wag old

Johnny is.

Produced by Bill Laswell and
recorded in New York at the
end of last year, Lydon's
current PIL line up features
Ginger Baker on drums,
Ryvichi Sakamoto
keyboards, Shankar on violin
and Steve Vie on guitar. Side
one features 'FFF’, Rise’,
‘Fishing’ and ‘Round’, while side
two has ‘Bags’, 'Home’ and
‘Ease’.

Live dates for PIL are in the
pipeline and they should be
known soon,

RS

TOURS®
RELEASES®
NEW BANDS &
GOSSIP ®

® See no evil, eh Tone? But
there should be evil sounds
on the forthcoming Sigue Sigue
Sputnik single (you know, the
one *about shooting missiles)
because it’s definitely being
produced by the neo-
legendary Giergio Moroder,
pictured here with three
Sputters, about to twiddle a
few knobs.

We're reliably informed
that the SSS video will, of
course, be an entirely new
concept and unlike any other
promo ever made. There
won't be much music on it,
and the single will only be
playing in the background be-
hind a dialogue. Yep, you

guessed. It’s a ‘mini movie’
and will be part of a larger
work, to be continued....
Gosh, the artistic diversity of
ye pop warlde....

BP

BOOM IN THE NIGHT

B
| |

This young lady’s face, but certainly not her chest,
should remind you of somebody else. Taka Boom,
Chaka Khan's kid sister, has just released her single
‘In The Middle Of The Night,’ written and produced
by blues guitarist Billy Rush.

Back home in Chicago, Taka used to sing with
her big sister before moving to Los Angeles to
become a session singer with the likes of the Gap
Band and Funkadelic. Let’s hope her single goes
with a bang.

RS
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BIG COUNTRY
__RETURN |

® Big Country will be touring again
in March after more than a year's
break. The dates start af Notingham
Royal Concert Hall March 17, fol-
lowed by Manchesier Apollo 18, Shef-
field City Hall 19 Newcastle City Hall
21, Dundee Caird Hall 22, Edinburgh
Playhouse 23, Birmingham Odeon 25,
Hommersmith Odeon 26, Bristol Hip-
podrome 28. Tickets are £6 and £5
apart from London where they are £7
and £6. They're available at box
offices and usual agents from January
30.

Big Country are currently in the stu-
dio working with producer Robin Mil-
lar. Their album should be out in April.

Photo by LFI



thto l:;y.-f’(.mick Qu.i.ghf.

Patrick Kane admits to being utterly pre-
tentious, paranoid about his nose, and not
overly fond of Perrier water. He's also half
of Hue And Cry — his throaty croon-
er's cry complemented by brother Greg-
ory's versatile musical hue.

“Hue And Cry means what it says — a
loud public commotion. We believe in the
classic virtues of pop songwriting. Strong
chorus, clear construction, a sense of mys-
tery and timelessness.”

First fruit of this telling combination is a
stomping single, 'Here Comes Everybody'.
Listen, assess and dance.

LOT

{ATTERIAL HORLD

Matt Bianco follow up ‘Yeh Yeh’ with ‘Can’t
Stand It Anymore’, out on February 10. Written
by Mark Reilly and keyboard player Mark
Fisher, the single is one of the cuts from the
forthcoming album ‘Matt Bianco’.

The flip side of the single is ‘Up Front’, and
an extended instrumental of this nifty little toe
tapper can also be found on the 12 inch version.

Apart from Reilly and Fisher, Matt Bianco
also features vocalist- Jenny Evans, percussionist
Bob Jones, Ronnie Ross on saxophone and Steve
Sidwell on trumpet.

RS
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THREE DAY LOVE

Cherrelle and Alexander O'Neal will be

TASTE OF HONEY

HIPSWAY release another single in February, when they'll also be
hitting the road. Following up lge critically acclaimed ‘Broken Years’
and ’Ask The Lord’, Hipsway's third single ‘Honeythief’ will be out on
February 7. Their debut album is due in g\pril.

Hipsway kick off their tour with o date ot Strathclyde University,
February 22, followed by Dundee Dance Factory 24, Manchester

GRACE GETS
CLOBBERED

Isn't it about time pop stars gave up
water sports! Simon Le Bon ran
aground in his yacht Drum a couple
of weeks ago and now Grace Jones
has been involved In npasty water-
skiing accident.

Grace fell off her skis on holiday in
Jamaica and she was knocked uncon-
scious by a passing speedboat. She
was rescued by her boyfriend Dolph
Lundgren who dived in after her
and was taken to hospital with con-
cussion, cuts on her arm and a
strained neck.

Nothing better than a game of
‘Trivial Pursuit’, we say.

RS

Polytechnic 26, Universilz of London 27, Leicester Polytechnic 28,

Warwick University, March 1.

RS

playing their first British dates at

the end of February. They’ll be
appearing at Hammersmith Odeon
Fegruury 28 and March 1 and
Croydon Fairfield Halls, March 2.
Tickets priced £7.50, £6.50 and
£5.50 are on sale now.

Coinciding with the dates, Cher-

relle releases her single ‘Will You
Satisfy?’ on Februam 0. It's taken
from her album ’Hig

Prinritr’. On
the same duy Alexander releases
his single if You Were Here
Tonight’, taken from his album
‘Alexander O'Neal’. .

FEEl THE HENT

One person not allowing the dismal climate to deter
her is Sandra, whose new single is optimistically enti-
tled ‘In The Heat Of The Night' flipped by 'Heat-
wave'

A rare treat for the feet, this one, co-written,
produced and arranged by Michael Cretu,

Eurcpe has already warmed to Sandra, whose in-
terestingly titled single ‘(I Wish | Could Be) Maria
Magdelena' (a Pet Shop Boys fave) was one of
Europe’s top sellers last year, and was number one for
four weeks in Germany,

Watch out for her first LP 'The Long Play’, which
should be hotting up the dancefloors soon.

a DC

N T HOE O - GQELER

After four months spent in jail in Kingston (Jamaica,
not Upon Thames), Gregory Isacacs came fo
Brixton's Academy and gave one of the performances
of his life.

The event was captured by the comeras and now
Palace Video ore releasing The Cool Ruler’ — o
visual record of that emotional night.

Including o wide selection of lsaaes’ ¢
58 minutes of one of the most respectec
of our time.

And in a fit of generosity, Index, in associ
Eye Dedl, has five of these skanking ma:s
give away.

Just send your answers fo these three
questions, on a postcard, stating wh
VHS or Betamax to ‘Gregory lsoacs C :
Greater London House, Hampstead Road,

NW1 7QZ. Answers to arrive no later t st posi
on February 7. Winners will be the senders of the first
five correct entries picked out.

JEWEL WITH THE CROWN

The lady in the middle of this picture
i1s Ruby Turner, hemmed in by
Womack And Womack, who play on
her new album. Ruby has every
reason to look cheerful as her single
‘If You're Ready (Come Go With Me)'
is already creating a dancefloor stir
as well as climbing ominously to-
wards the business end of the chart.
Rarely has the Staples' classic sound-
ed this good.

eqggaoe arhisls

The fitle of one of Iscacs’ best known sengs

featured on the video is a) ‘Night Porter’

Nurse’ ¢} ‘Knight Rider'2

2 Isaacs spent four months in jail awaiting trial for
possession of a) Firearms b) An Engelbert
Humperdink record ¢} A pair of Lavi 501s without
the red stitching®

3 lsaacs’ last album was called a) ‘A Pr

b) ‘Private Beach Party’ ¢ ‘Private On ¥

AS




THE SPIRIT OF 'I6

With all eyes turned towards big
names like Al Pacino and Nastassja
Kinski for the opening of 'Revolution’,
there's one home grown talent in the
film who's been attractmg a lot of
attention to himself.

Dexter Fletcher is Lhe 19 year-old
actor who plays Al Pacino's son in the
tale of how those upstart Colonials
threw us Brits out of America in 1776.

A product of the same Anna Scher
drama club in North London that
threw up Spandau Ballet, Patsy Kensit
and Kath and Michelle from ‘EastEn-
ders’, ‘Revolution’ is Dexter’s third film.

A high spot of the film for Dexter
was the chance to star with Al Pacino.

“I trusted him implicitly”, he says, “If
I had problems with my part it was to
Al I always went.

“I remember the day I was taken to
meet him at the Hyde Park Hotel [
still wasn't sure I'd got the part, and it
was crunch time for me,

“l1 was supposed to read some of
the script with him, and he just
walked over to me, put his arm round
my shoulder and said ‘How ya doing,
son? and I thought to myself ‘Hey,

you're in!"

JG/EL
(For review of ‘Revolution' see page
18)

EARBENDERS

Andy Strickland

*Rise’ PIL (Virgin)

‘Deeside’ the Alarm (IRS live track)
‘Shouldn’t Have To Be Like That' Fra

Lippo Lippi (Virgin 12 inch)

Di Cross

‘Radio Africa’ Latin Quarter (Rockin’
Horse)

‘Tradesman's Entrance’ Faith Brothers
(Siren LP track)

‘Russians’ Sting (A&M)

Eleanor Levy

‘Pain’ Betty Wright (Cooltempo)

‘Dr Robert’ the Beatles (Parlophone LP
track)

‘It's Alright’ the Eurythmics (RCA)

DIANE CROSS
ROBIN SMITH
ANDY STRICKLAND

ALEXANDERKR

O'NEAL

FRESH FROM HIS SUCCESS
WITH CHERRELLE COMES

THE NEW SINGLE

IF YOU
WERE
HERE

- TONIGHT

On 7" & 3 Track 12"

12" Includes

“WHAT’S MISSING”
THE CLUB HIT

)
GET SOULFUL!
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@ If you know
independent scen
almost lost them

through, but tl'go'sg

Banquet saved th
the ‘i's and cross
‘Spring Rain’, the new single,
pronounced coun el a
itself upon the brain in
Betweens, well don
in rm soon, and ithe LP *
Express’ sometim

2 !‘G‘ﬁt%hames of the
. Go-Betweens. We
record deal fell
at Beggars
uartet to dot

us that imposes
Well done Go-
n-depth feature
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LAUGHING

Introducing one of Man-
chester's premier un-
signed bands, Laugh. It's
early days yet, but a fle-
xidisc given free with fan-
zine ‘Debris’ suggests that
there's something worth-
while going on. ‘Take Your
Time Yeah' moves off at a
fair old pace, with a dash
of Orangeé Juice in the voc-
als and some tasteful fuzz-
twang guitar. While they'll
need to establish their
musical personality furth-
er, things are looking
healthy.

SB

BAD MANNERS

OK, so 'm a member of the British aristocracy — |

can handle i#l Index presents Lady Theresa

Maoanners, chanteuse and general hoity-toity
member of Business Connection, a band
that just reprints parts of ‘Berks (sic) Peerage’

whenever they need o biography written. Oh, by
the way, they've just released o record ‘Bring You
Dowrn’. We'll go along with that, comradel Oh
damn, there goes our inclusion in next year’s hon-
curs list. AS

S S TN SE——

NEWS DIGEST IS ON PAGE 20




THE CAPTAIN OF HER HEART

]l(lUBLE

YOUR PRAYER TAKES ME OFF (DUB)

_ BUYIT! .
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£ What

rankly, | don’t think I've ever
seen a more revolting couple of eggs.
They're sitting on top of a greasy under-
done piece of toast which Billy Bragg is
pushing around his plate. Finally he takes
the plunge and gulps a mouthful down.

Billy has a strong stomach to match his
political views. I'm glad | opted for a can
of Coke and a packet of crisps.

“What I'd really like to do is nationalise
the music industry and rm,” says Billy. “If
| became Prime Minister that would be
the first move I'd make.

“Even a lot of the independent labels
seem to be missing the point. [t always
seems that record companies become
huge corporations. They start getting in-
volved in the holiday business and run
their own airlines. Virgin Records has be-
come a sort of Satan's Empire, it's be-
come a monster.

““l haven't considered a career in poli-
tics, though. Really all | want to do is
keep on playing gigs. That's what I'm best
at. If change can come through me playing
gigs then I'm happy.”

Billy's really much too modest, you
know. This year it looks as if television is
going to take a greater interest in him,
and his current single ‘Days Like These'
must be his most commercial offering so
far.

Billy's just finished an interview with
Mavis Nicholson for her afternoon chat
show. After his meal he's due to go off
and have a verbal battle with Police man-
ager Miles Copeland on 'Newsnight’.

"Do you know what Copeland said?"

'd really like to do is nationalise the music industr

asks Billy. “Well, he reckons that musi-
cians shouldn’t really be getting involved
with the Red Wedge, playing dates under
a political banner.

“How dare he say that. How dare he
tell me and other people what we should
and shouldn't do. That's the trouble with
this country. For years and years a minor-
ity of people try to tell the rest how
they should behave and why they should
be satisfied with what they've got. It's all
part of the system.”

Even so, Billy, isn't it a bit strange how
pop stars call themselves Socialists and
yet benefit from the extremely capitalistic
record industry? Surely Sade ain't short of
a bob or two?

“That's really as stupid as saying if
you're poor you can't vote Tory. Every-
body in Red Wedge is involved because
we believe a Labour government would
give everybody a greater chance to share
in the great wealth of this country. We
believe a Labour system will care more
about people. A Labour Government
would be a more humane government.”

Don't you think it's wrong that the
way people vote should be influenced just
because they go along to a concert! Isn't
Red Wedge a bit contrived?

“Yes, | don't want people to vote for
an image. | don't want somebody to be
influenced by somebody just because they
have a hit single. What I'm hoping is that
people will come to a show and think,
‘Now, what makes Weller or whoever
vote Labour? | want them to go away
and examine the reasons that make us
vote that way. That's the message | want

to get across.”

What happens if Labour don't get in at
the next election?

“Then we'll keep on trying until they
do. We won't give up, there's a lot of
commitment here.”

Why do you reckon there's been a
growing interest from musicians and sin-
gers in getting involved in politics and the
state of the world!

“I think a lot of people have started to
realise that it is time to stop fiddiing
while Rome burns. There is a chance to
do something, to make people think
through music.

“It’s also a reaction against a lot of the
media coverage which tends to trivialise
major issues. Anything can happen, but all
some papers are interested in is the state
of Michael Foot's duffel coat.

“Also remember that a lot of freedom
we have to express ourselves is also
being taken away. The abolition of the
Greater London Council is taking away a
platform for people to express them-
selves.”

Do you think the Tories will try and
strike back with their own musicians’ col-
lective? Maybe they could call it the Blue
Chip?

“Ha-ha, the Blue Chip, | like that. |
don't know really. | think anybody would
be too embarrassed to try and help them
even if they felt like it. Kenny Everett did
that really some years ago, but | can't see
them trying to do it again. | don't think it
would work.”



Love him or loathe him, you've
got to admit that Billy makes a consider-
able impact wherever he goes. In Amer-
ica they were fascinated by him when he
did a radio show, and in Japan they're
very interested in him.

“| can't pretend I'm more than a ripple
on the pond in Japan, but | do like playing
new places,” says Billy. “It's easy for me
to travel around other countries. | don't
have to struggle around with tons of
equipment getting it checked through
customs.

“Because of that | don't think I'll ever
form a band. It's much more convenient
being on my own, and I've got used to it.

“lapan was a fascinating place. They
don't have a word for unemployment
there, to them it ‘doesn't exist. |apanese
kids are really totally out of touch with
the situation here.

“| do impressions to warm audiences
up. In America | did an impression of
Bruce Springsteen. | also toured with the
Smiths in the States and | did this im-
pression of Morrissey.

“On the tour bus Morrissey came over
to me and said, ‘| understand you've been
doing this impression of me." | said, 'Yes |
do, but only in the best possible way." He
replied, ‘Well that’s alright then'.

“| like the Smiths, they're good people.
The Smiths are a fine body of men.

“My Mum worried about me in Amer-
ica. This strange group in California sent
me a death threat. They think I'm evil.
My Mum says, ‘They found John Lennon,
they could find you'. I've told her not to
worry.

“If sex and drinking tea kill you then I'll
die, but | think I'm going to live for a

long time. | don't think wanking a lot
ever killed anyone.

“It was a shame when Phil Lynott died,
but he left his mark. Thin Lizzy did glam
heavy metal. They were a bit like Sweet,
but not as stupid. When | was growing
'up, everywhere you went you heard ‘The
Boys Are Back In Town'. | suppose it left
an impression on me.

“l don't go in for drugs, | think the
only thing that will kill me is too much
wanking.

“I'm pro the relaxation of the mari-
juana laws, but I'm against heroin which is
filthy and disgusting. Nobody should ex-
periment with that sort of thing."

One of Billy’s most ambitious
ideas is to declare Britain a neutral coun-
try. He also wants to see a nuclear free
zone throughout Europe.

“l would like to believe that all the
work done by the Greenham peace
women and other groups somehow influ-
enced the Reagan-Gorbachey summit,” he
says. “But | can’t help but think that the
meeting was just a cosmetic job. | want
to remain optimistic, though everybody
should keep on having a go.

"You might not always be able to climb
mountains, but that shouldn’t stop you

trying.”




@® As the sun streams through
the windows of the rm
offices, the only sound is the
rattling of typewriter keys
and Betty Page s cham mail
necklace.

In a week when Mike Baldwin got a knuckle
sandwich from Ken, and the most exciting thing
was Nana Mouskouri out-selling A:Ha by two to
one, Lip asks; Just what is the spirit of '76, and
why are the Alarm still wearing the same hairdos
and trousers on ‘TOTP' 'fhat they were two years
ago? Why are the Alarm-on ‘TOTP' with a Bob
Dylan reject, ‘anyway?

Our Berlin correspondent was amused to hear
this little tale about Lip's favourite barrage
balloon, Jim Kerr, and Alan .W'i'ldar of Depeche
Mode.

The Deppers: {as they are fondly known by the
rm-ers) are curr_a__ntl_y-ln Berllr_\ __FECCIrdII"Ig their
next album, and the Simps were also in town
doing a little performance for the lucky locals.

Alan was not amused to be woken at 3 am by a
young Italian lady speaking in broken German:
“Mista Kerr, we hava your passport, You want it
back, yes?” Desplte young Al’s protests, she
insisted that he come and get it, Jim having
carelessly left it’/in' some bijou ltalian restaurant.
A secret source tells us that Jim's passport photo
depicts him as _thp-'_éylph-like ‘demj-god he once
was, thankfully for customs men everywhere.

And while we're on the subject of Depeche
Mode, Alan has just:bought himself a ratber nice
flat in London which used to belong to actor
Simon Ward. When he moved in; he went
exploring in the loft — looking for any stray
pound nates left behind — and discovered,
lurking in a trunk, a letter from Sir Richard
Attenborough offering Si a part in ‘Gandhi’. All
Lip can say, after snoozing its way through the
film, is that Simon, me old lad, you made the
right decision/in stlckmg that offer out of sight
and out of mind..

We always knew that David Eyrne was a wee
bit loopy, butthe' latest revelatlon about his next
film project had us wondarlng 1ust which box
he‘d been let out of. The second Talking Heads
e e ek Tl )

movie is well on its way, and this time it features
12 rather peculiar characters, such as mass
murderers and subjects of ‘National Enguirer’
strange stories.

The object, apparently, is to stick each one in
front of the camera, let them tell their stories and
just wait and see what happens.

David, we think that maybe this time you're
taking eccentricity a bit far and sincerely hope
your insurance is fully paid up.

Under doctor's orders to rest up or push up
daisies is New Order's wonderfully out-to-lunch
manager, Rob Gretton. Maybe it was all those
bottles of Asti Spumante that did it. Trouble is,
that means that the New Order laddies will be out
unchaperoned. So, lock up your daughters and
put up the barricades, Manchester. Heaven only
knows what those wild boys of the North will get
up to now!

David Yarritu, ABC's conversation piece, is
hotly rumoured to be working on a film. An
unconfirmed source told Lip this week that
former circus midget David is starring in Steven
Spielberg's next blockbuster, ET2!

Is America ready for it? America is going to
have to be ready for the sight of the mighty
‘Some Bizzare TV Show'. After the ‘ambiguous
Soap Opera’ the good old US of A is about to be

M ‘Well, my bra lifts and separates
so well that at last I can reach those
top Cs, with no trouble at all. As a
matter of fact, since discovering the
effect that cantilevering has on my
voice, I’ve gone from being a hoofer
to a chanteuse of some note. Trou-
ble is, I can never remember just

what note it is that I'm supposed to
be hitting. Artistic licence?’

Photo by LFI

B Good old Ozzy.
given up the demon drink, he may
have given up biting the heads off
bats, but one thing Oz hasn’t given

He may have

up is his nocturnal activities. He’s
seen here doing a bit of extra-
curricular gardening.

But hold on a minute, Qzzy, sure-
ly you’re supposed to dig up those
old dahlia roots from the top of the
soil, not from underneath?

Next week, Percy Throwup’s
hints on removing moss from tomb-
stones.

treated to Stevo’s next t'rip through the windmills
of his mind with a show that features Keith
Allen (from the Comic Strip), Bob Flag (Big
Brother in ‘1984') and Cynthia Flan (from ‘The
Hitch-Hiker's Guide To The Galaxy').

Thirty-five million Americans are about to have
their brains scrambled by what a ‘Some Bizzare'
aide describes as ‘intangible, keep-guessing, fast-
moving TV'. Thank you, and goodnight. . .

More hot happenings from the other side of the
pond... It seems our report on Belouis Some
and the soundtrack to the next Brat Pack film
‘Pretty In Pink’ was wrong.

All serious students of music know ‘Pretty In
Pink’ is the name of the classic song by the long-
away and much missed Psychedelic Furs. And
the Furs will be re-recording the same anthem
which is to be the theme song featured
throughout the movie.

Echo And The Bunnymen have also
contributed a track and Beloo’s offering will be
included with the others.

Richard Butler of the Furs is currently dusting
off his eyeliner pencil and is in America making a
video to accompany the release of the title track.
It'll be directed by the film's director, John
Hughes.

Kenny Morris, once stickman with Siouxsie
And The Banshees, has re-appeared and is
about to make a record! Word filtered through

Photo by LFl. Composite art by Graham Black



the dirt on the office windows that Kenny will be
making the article in question for Temple
Records, home of Genesis P Orridge. Lip can
only shudder at the thought of what kind of a
musical foray we're about to be presented with!

If only they knew . .. Chris of the Pet Shop
Boys has suddenly been inundated with shoals
of fevered letters (at the rate of 2,000 a week)
from fans declaring their undying love for him.
Ah, girls. If only you could have heard the quote
we couldn’t print . ..

There was consternation in the ranks this week
when a whisper reached us that-the Police are
about to reform. Just when we’'d became used to
the idea of Sting on his own, too. Seems that a
studio album should be started in the autumn for
release some time next year.

Sting stormed his way through a monster set at

London’s Royal Albert Hall. At the party
afterwards, the rm-ers present were dead miffed
to see the band were firmly ensconced in a
private area which could only be infiltrated by
means of a special pass.

Mr Sumner poked his head round the door for
about 70 seconds and only Stewart Copeland
braved the ranks of the commoners and
circulated.

Also present and correct were Kevin Godley,
Annie Nightingale, Richard Skinner and
various other less-than-notables. The snores
could be heard the length of Knightsbridge.

Alright, we give in. Patsy Kensit is currently
stepping out with the drummer in up and coming

M Backstage at Madison Square Garden is Julian Lennon,
page three girl, and Big Country. Seems our Jules is a rather massive fan
of the boys with the checked shirts and asked to meet them when they
recently played a sell-out gig in New York. One can only wonder what it is
that Sruart Adamson has in his plastic cup to make his barnet behave like
an exploding mushroom. Or maybe it was just Julian’s proximity that did
it . ..

Curiosity Killed the Cat.

Hold onto your feather boas. Tipped as next for
the crown of disco diva by those who know is
sex-change goddess Lana Pellay. Still slightly
warm around the edges from her stunning cameo
in ‘The Bullshitters’, Lana has signed to Supreme

hubby of a

Records and is about to go into the studio with
Peter Waterman, the man responsible for the
Dead Or Alive and Divine floorstompers.

All will be revealed in the not too distant future
along with other equally revealing facts to stun
the world and ruin your hairdo.
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PREFAB SPROUT ‘Johnny
Johnny’ (Kitchenware)
Paddy McAloon’s songs, despite
what fans claim, will not cure
cancer, save the world in the nick
of fime or put ‘Grange Hill' on
television after | get home from
work. | have it on good authority
that he still gets his feet wet when
he walks on water. But like a
favourite jumper, his tunes slip on
easily, hug all the right bits and
give a warm glow. Each tune
wears its influences on its sleeve
and is comfortably familiar, but the
blend contains enough surprises
and drama to make them unique
and flavoursome. ‘Johnny Johnny’
is no different.

COLONEL ABRAMS ‘I'm Not
Gonna Let Go’ (MCA) The man
who dipped into Michael Jackson's
wardrobe and nicked Michael’s job lot
of ‘Sgt Pepper’ cast offs cracks another
hot dance bouncer that comes with
relish; heavy on the beat and light on
content (very light, since it contains
virtually one line) but it-is strangely
safisfying.

CHARLIE SEXTON ‘Beat’s So
Lonely’ (MCA) Charlie Sexton is the
sort of 17-year-old you expect to
wear a cape, mask and go out fighting
for truth, justice and the American way.
The Texan hos already played guitar
for Bob Dylan, Dan Hartman and the
Stones. He even started gigging with
respected country rocker Joe Ely at the
age of 13. Instead this boy wonder
makes a sound like a cross between

T2 R M

Billy Idol and the Psychedelic Furs —
not a bad combination until you realise
that his producer Keith Forsey has
worked with both and probably had a
bit of influence. Still, it's early days.
Meark him down as one to watch.

TALKING HEADS ‘And She
Was’ (EMI) After the excellent ‘Road
To Nowhere', Talking Heads backtrack
with a song that could have come
from their first album. It's so old-
fashioned that if’s like discovering an
old friend — and none the worse for
that either.

ALEXANDER O'NEAL ‘If You
Were Here Tonight' (Tabu)
Another of those supremely
professional soul ballads — everything
from the glissando synthesiser fo the
languid drum shuffle is immaculate.
O'Neal performs with careful intensity
but is just a little too put. It grips the
attention just enough to stop you using
it as a soothing background buzz. It is

rfection of a kind, but | couldn't care
ess if | never heard it again.

GREGORY GRAY
‘Strawberries’ (CBS) Like his last
single ‘Books To Read Twice’, this is
infriguing, if not entirely satisfying. He
seems to take his cues from the Beatles
(circa ‘Strawberry Fields Forever’) and
Bowie, and it comes out not unlike a
slick Billy Mackenzie without the
quirkiness.

THE WEDDING PRESENT 'Once
More’ (Reception) Another
energelic guitar thrash from the
steadily improving Leeds band. They've
refined their waterfall cascade of
sound but it's still refreshingly raucous
and rough.

THE BUSINESS CONNECTION
‘Bring You Down’
(Hippodrome) The notorious Lady
Theresa Manners — daughter of the
Duke Of (the non-existent) Rutland,
denizen of the gossip columns and
bore of this parish — releases a stodgy
synthesiser based debut that would
invite jokes about Berk's Peerage if it
had any character to get worked up
about. Surrounded by such spiffing
pedigree chuims as Lord Michael Cecil
Bunter (surely they call him Bunty2), she
proves that though she’s thick with
aristocracy, her voice is so thin it could
conceivably be suffering from
anorexia.

.

ACADEMY ‘You Are In My
System’ (RCA) It takes quite a talent
to turn the rich and distinctive
synthesiser textures of the System’s
original and Robert Palmer’s hit cover
version into a bland mush. Academy
have, like King Midas in reverse,
turned prime beefsteak info the sludgy
saturated fat gloop they put info
sausages. One for those without teeth,
metaphorically speaking.

-

MIDGE URE "Wastelands’
(Chrysalis) Another sticky slab of
grandeur from Midge that goes down,
on this occasion, as easily as @ mouth
crammed full of treacle.

BREATHE 'Don’t Tell Me Lies’
(Siren) If music was food then you'd
obtain this band from the convenience
foods section of Sainsbury's. You just
add water and heat. It contains all the
right ingredients and has a finge of
sweetness in the taste that could be
appealing. Unfortunately, the aftertaste
and nutritional value have more in
common with the packaging than the
contents.

SANDRA ‘In The Heat Of The
Night' (10) What will the Channel
Tunnel do for you? The same thing
joining the EEC did. Trainloads of
brain-paralysing one hit wonders,
novelties, with built-in obsolescence
after two plays, will flood our
airwaves. This parficular example
sounds like Minnie Mouse doing a
Laura Branigan impression.

DEL FUEGOS ‘I Still Want You’
(London) If it's not the Channel
Tunnel, it's People’s Express dumping
the American music underground on
our doorstep. As with all things, most
have the invention of carbon paper
but some do have a cutling edge. The
Del Fuegos’ variation of Sixtie