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Reviewed by 
IAN BIRCH 

THE DREAM SYNDICATE: 
Tell Me When It's Over 
(Rough Trade) The beefy 
sleeve note begins: "Like a pile of 
gladiators' bloodied 'kerchiev< 
into which all local hepcats, 

musical netherworld in the early 
days of 1982". What more can you 
say? Apart from adding that I'm 
fed up with bands trying to be 
like The Velvet Underground, 
that legendary underground 
band in the late '60s who gave 

CHINA CRISIS: Wishful 
Thinking (Virgin) Light and 
airy pop with a dimple in its 
cheek. It's quite pleasant but it's 

dangerously dated. 

chair handy. The new Squad 
(without Beki Bondage) sound 
uncannily like Blondie in their 
early days. Fast, noisy, 
dog-eared and good fun. 

on tour with Paul Young. If you 
didn't this isn't a bad place to 
start. Imagine a smattering of 
HzO. China Crisis and The Lotus 

You Hiding When The Storm 
Broke? (IRS) It's been said 
before but that doesn't mean it 
can't be said again: The Alarm 
have learnt a thing or two from 
The Clash and this is their 
closest copy yet. Noisy 
sentiments, barked back-up 
vocals and a chattering drum 
pattern. Not for me. 

BIG COUNTRY: Wonderland 
(Mercury) "Take my hand and 
we will be in wonderland" sings 
Stuart Adamson in booming, 
butch tones. This is Big Country's 

ivers a vocal full of fire and 
traint. Definitely one for the 

ANDY SCOTT: Krugerrands 
(Statik) A bit of a tub-thumper. 
Andy Scott used 1 

anywhere but i 
microphone. Then after a cosy 
sax solo from Steve Singleton the 
singalong fade begins. But even 
with Frankie Goes To Hollywood 

THE POLICE: King Of Pain 
(A&M) Yet another song prised 
off the "Synchronicity" LP which 

brilliant and the r< 
ne of the brilliant. Sting strings 

chilly pictures of people 

STEWART COPELAND AND 

Stewart is a drummer in a 
well-known trio; Stanard used to 
sing in that American punk outfil 
Wall of Voodoo. Stewart wrote, 
performed and composed the 
whole shebang; Stanard sings it. 

twkward outside the cine 

RICK SPRINGFIELD: 
Human Torch (RCA) Itstarts 

becomes typically American — 

SHARIN' STEVENS & 
BONNIE TYLER: A Rockin' 
Good Way (Epic) After Renee 

id Kenny and Dolly 

Everything looks and sounds so 
patched together. Were they in 

— wording studio at the sairn 

his comeback. Chris was once a 
member of Smokie who made 

had a gritty edge to them. This 
item overflows with famous 
names. Andy 'Bucks Fizz' Hill 
produced it. Mike 'Blondie' 
Chapman helped write it 
originally for Pat Benatar. It eve: 
comes in a lavish fold-out postei 
But it was hardly worth their 
while. A lot of hot air and not 

Angels' best songs. What's mon 
it's tucked beside another band 
favourite. "Intelligence", plus 
three tracks captured live at 

LEO SAYER: Sea Of 
Heartbreak (Chrysalis) Our 
chirpy sparrow Leo doesn't seem 
to have much time for singing 
nowadays what with hosting TV 
shows and trying his hand at 
comedy. This oldie from the early 
'60s is given a smooth, instantly 
forgettable face-lift. A big hit, 
though, at Bemi Inns. 

WANG CHUNG: Dance Hall 
Days (Geffen Records) The 
first single with their new 

goes 'Huang'; in comes "Wang'. 
Alas, the music's exactly the 

synthesized strings tremble in 
the background. Ah, no. 

VICE SQUAD: Black Sheep 
(Anagram) This might come as 
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Clear your decks. 
New UD from Maxell: 

the ideal tape for general 
purpose music recording. 

Ultra-dynamic. 
Ultra-clear. 
Ultra-quiet. 
But ultra-inexpensive. 

A real breakthrough in 
cassette technology. 

maxellM 
Break the sound barrier. 
Maxell (UK) Ltd., 1 Tyburn Lane, Harrow, 

maxell 

maxell —~ uo 
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STAR-CHOICE 

-April J5\hower5 

THROUGH APRIL LONG 
I HAVE LEARNED TO SMILE WHEN SKIES ARE GLOOMY 
SMH.E ALTHOUGH MY HEART’S ABOUT TO BREAK 
WHEN I KNOW THAT TROUBLE’S COMING TO ME 
HERE'S THE HAPPY ATTITUDE I TAKE 
WORDS AND MUSIC G DE SYLVA/L SILVERS 
REPRODUCED BY PERMISSION CHAPPELL MUSIC 
ON RHAPSODY RECORDS 
A1 Jolson as he used to appear on stage when I 
1911-1925. The track " April Showers" can»“ 



'HUMAN TOUCH'/' SOULS' 
7" LIMITED EDITION POSTER BAG 

12" INCLUDES LIMITED EDITION FREE POSTER 
&BONUS TRACK 
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ALLTHIS JUST FOR 
SAVING S1THIS CHRISTMAS. 

Open a Supersavers account 
at Barclays with just £1 and walk out 

Pack. 
Everything you need to know about 

making the most of your savings. 
A space for statements 

showing how much you’ve saved 
and the interest you’ve earned. 

Your own Supersavers paying-in book. 

competitions 
could take you 

almost anywhere in 
the world. 

Special features on 
anything from powerboat 
racing to fashion design. 

16 pages packed 
with interest. 

If you’re under 17, fill in this coupon now, take it along to 
your nearest Barclays branch and we’ll make earning interest 
interesting, by making you a Barclays Supersaver. 

-:--- Attach this coupon to Registration Card and send to 
3._sm 7.1,84 Supersavers Dept., Head Office. 
•For very young children accounts will be opened on their behalf in the parents’ name. They will not be eligible for Club membership or the magazine 
until they reach the age of 7. 
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GET SMART! 
Got a question about absolutely anyone or anything to do with music? Linda will get you the answer ■ 
(well, try). Write on a postcard to: Get Smart, Smash Hits, 52-55 Carnaby Street, London W1V1PF. ■ 

Crew), a- 
Adam Smidmore, Barnehurst. 
• Anything. Born Daisy Castro, 

Jimi, London SE21. 
• Well, it was a one-off album 
specially recorded so that the 

* ipts would goto 

My 11-year-ok_ 
to write to you. He thinks I'n. _ 
"bit of a nut" but I have to satisfy 
my curiosity: is Boy George a 
Gemini person? I am convinced 

usually very witty, fun-loving and 
quick-thinking. I'm also a Gemini, 
and he is just like the sort of 
person that I wanted to be when 

Please could you tell me what 
has happened to Kate Bush, as 
very little has been said about 
her for absolutely ages? 
Stuart Banks, Wirral. 
• The official word is that she's 
"busy writing new material", 
even though it's been over a year 
since her last single release, 
"There Goes A Tenner" 
(November '82). Instead, EMI 
have just issued both a "Single 

put out by the lack of "ne 

.you may 

hee hee). 

I'd like to know whether Herbie 

of his last single "Rockit", as I 
can't find it anywhere. Also, can 
you tell me how old he is, as my 
Uncle reckons he's 65. 
Julia Horsley, Knebworth. 
• Being the charming fellow that 
he is (giggle!), he feels more than 
delighted to supply you with a 

sprightly 43, born in Chicago on 
April 12,1940. 

Could you tell me if Jim Kerr's 
Dad drives a green car, with a 
Simple Minds sticker displayed 
at the front. Also, does his Dad 
go to Toryglen every Sunday 

could you ask him to wave to me 
and I shall supply him with a free 
Sunday paper! 
An Affectionate Punch, Glasgow. 

raid you're completely 

a smart creamy-white 
car and, these days, 

area of Glasgow. Y'see, 
amity used to live there 

change their place of reside _ 
as too many other people were 
also aware of their address. No 
surprisingly, their office feel 

laving just watched the Channel 
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A TICKET 
TO THE WORLD 
Spandau Ballet reckon they’ll be big just about everywhere in 
1984. A real case of the old ‘World Domination’. And they’ve 
certainly managed to make a few friends in America where the 
“True” tour is causing its fair share of fainting females. Peter 
Martin — who’s never fainted in his life — finds out why. 

rikswagen Beetles. Towering above are the vast 
yscrapers that give Manhattan its legendary 
” ie. And in the distance loom the all-important 

playing London if Top Of The Pops was only shown 
in Knightsbridge.” 

And on that note the cab grinds to a halt. We 
give the driver $7.50 and a hefty tip — yor L- 
give large tips in Ne " * ' 

them a decent batch of questions. ‘Where did you 
get you name from?’ wasn’t asked once (a good 
job, because the usual reply is “from a toilet wall 

er, the pair rush off to the 
soundcheck via yet another yellow cab. The Savoy 
is a reasonably plush remodelled theatre, perfectly 
in keeping with the Spends’ selected venue policy. ^— u-... -._im kit whUe Gary 

Surprisingly, he feeds 
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ACROSS 

_ Jts BiUy Joel (4!3.5,2)r1, 
8 Activity that involves those 

chart-topping Pickets? 

,ou's part of 

15 A rodent just like Roland 
16 That mad-eyed Osbourne 
17 His most recent hit was 'Cold 

As Christmas' (5,4) 
19 Part of Paris you'll find in 12 

21 ELO switch around for Mr 
Sayer (anag) 

22 It was home for Billy Joel's girl 
24 Genesis hit that includes that 

forking wit] 
2 How AC/DC felt about a 

hot-air balloon? (4,3,2,2) 

of chords sung together 
4 It usually follows rock 
5 Just Ian Craig Marsh and 

Martyn Ware (1,1,1) 
6 Phil Lynott's skinny Elizabeth (4, 
7 '—OfWar'(PaulMcCartney) 
9 It sleeps tonight for Tight Fit 

11 Duran Duran man (5,2,3) 
12 Roxy Ferry ^ ^ ^ 

provided Lalo9Shifrin with a hit 
19 TV advertised record label 
20 Bowie sang a song about this 

American state 
22 Punkj’ British naval vessels? 

23 Move over, it's Ms Ullman 
27 Metal of which SLFs soldiers 

Lth Heaven 17 (anag 4,6) 

mmaemmam 

New Single 

Wishful 
Thinking 

7" 
'v To Lead Fantastic Lives” 

!e “This Occupation"previously unreleased. 
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trash? No-one will admit t. yet 

ETT RS 
Record Token. 
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KNOCKOUT OFFER 

TELEPHONE 
016752277 NOW! 

STARPRINTS T SHIRTS 
SPECIAL OFFER 

.flfl DURAN 
DURAN 

- UK TOUR - 
-1983- 

I MICH Willlll! pltotef«pfei 
Duran Duran Offer, SS26, 

PO Box 203, WATFORD WD2 4YS. 



AIMM KIM; I.IMHIUAV (TO MESS AROUND AND FALL IN LOVE) 
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**CRACKLE ... WHIRRR ... BEEP .. . TESTING, TESTING 1-2-3 ... Ah, greetings 
Earthlings. I am a Zillon from the planet Tharg... BEEP... Pjty the plight of we poor 
zillons. On Tharg not only does Smash Hits (the galaxy's brightest pop magazine) cos 
137,95 galactic credits, but also it arrives two light years late. What's more we 
skjxxmbip cowowowolla B/fzkrlllz... Crackle... BEEP... Many pardons, my 
translating machine broke down for a moment. I have travelled many zargons in my 
saucer and will soon be landing at John Menzies in the High Road to buy the next fab 
ish because bwwqik crooogg ECHO & THE BUNNYMEN plllerkj vnik and a big 
THOMPSON TWINS competition which qarkallall zoob... BEEP... Crackle... My 
apologies again. But be warned earthlings, the One Who Rules Tharg has instructed 
me to buy up every copy I can find then zoom off again as fast as my xiils will carry me 
... BEEP... Better get to your newsagents quick, oh puny ones... Crackle... BEEP 
.. .Over and out. » 

A GIANT LEAP FOR MANKIND 




