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★Welcome to Page Three. If you've got this I_ ,- 
successfully prised open the plastic bag and extracted YOUR FRE 
STICKER ALBUM. Have a lookat the first page — it tells you all at 
the 144 full colour pop stickers that build up r“ """" r*** 
COLLECTION and how to get your hands ont 
snuggly down the bottom somewhere, you should ht 

FREE PACK OF STICKERS that'll get your collection off to a good start. More 
mixed stickers packs are now up for grabs in all good newsagents and there's 
even rumours of MORE FREE STICKERS on March 29 (see page 71)1 Have fun. 
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I's Peter Powell and Simon Bates (above). Radio 1 had a 
Year Night Out Disco Show at the Lyceum in London on February 
raise money for the Variety Club's Sunshine Coach Appeal. 

as Boy George, Bates did his Gary Glitter 

STIRT 
sly The Latest Thing in New York. Tr 

ncn > ui * sent us ten of them so Start dashed out i nto Carnaby Stri 
with a camera, demanding that unsuspecting passers-by model thi 
They also sent us ten 12-inch copies of their new Afrika Bambaataa 
single "Renegades Of Funk", the idea being that you dance to the < 





A LOVE 
WOK 111 WAITING FOR 

SH/IKIN' STEVENS 



• They never fail lo provide 
fantastic concerts and they've 

made it just about everywhere aroui 
the world. Especially in Germany 

where their singer gets mobbed every 
time he pokes his nose outdoors. Dave 
Rimmer spends a few days travelling 

nfMM 

HPut like that it doesn't sound much fun. 
Especially not when you literally can't 
step outdoors without being set upon by 

hordes of autograph hunters, when "driving to 
the gig" usually involves a few hundred miles 
on the coach and when you've just spent the 
whole of your one day off stuck in a massive 

compensations. For one, there is nothing Paul 
Young loves so much as singing and playing 
live. For another, The Royal Family are a sort of 
family. They're very close, make the best of any 

donTevei 
good bunch of lads," 
bassist Pino Palladino 
thing." 

They are all also well used to this kind of life. 

36 year-old keyboard player Ian Kewley, "The 

--th Streetband . . . "-ol_ 
and club gigs at the beginning, it must be about 
1,300". 

^1,3001And he still enjoys them? "Yeah," hi 

That night in Hamburg, the 1,301st goes 
well. The band, all clad in grey suits, run on ti 
the theme from The Avengers (or With 
Umbrella, Charm And Melon as it's known in 
Germany). Paul follows in a coat-of-arms top 
(royal, geddit? — it's actually the Young famil 
crest) and tight black trousers that make him 
look like some dashing young knight. The fin 
screams ring out. Down the front the average 

seated venue and local rules, enforced by 
finger-wagging bouncers, forbid even standii 
up. But as the show gathers pace, soon 
everyone but the old'uns are on their feet an 
heading down the front. By the end, so many 
flowers have been passed on stage, the place 
looks like Interflora. 

coach as chuffed and exhilarated as the 4,000 
fans within. "Why have we got all this after 'N 

n just laughs: "Ca 

standing joke, v 
and then to add another bit of their history: 
"And we worked with Tracey Ullman" . . . 
"AndThe Piranhas and J.B.'s Allstars" . . . 
"Andwe both had six months operatic 

_rr_with t^e passports. In front is a 
coach full of German schoolchildren, also 
waiting to go through. They've recognised Paul 
too and crowd excitedly at the back to laugh 



GRIPPE 
nstead of searching the coach, like 
upposed to, he hides in the middl 
tuffs one down his trousers and bi 

_in where coaches are allowed 
to stop, we pull up to find the school party lying 
in wait. They knock on the windows and crowd 
round the door. Poor Paul, who's just woken 
up, now has to sign 30 autographs before he 

"I enjoy the appreciation," he says, "but I 
don't always enjoy the attention." 

Later we get chatting about life on the road. 
After 1,301 shows, it's something Paul knows a 
lot about. These days he reckons it takes him 
just ten seconds to judge the mood of an 
audience. "Sometimes I think 'right, I'm going 
to turn this lot on', other times 'my voice 
sounds good tonight so I'll do some vocal 
gymnastics'. Last night I thought 'this'll be 
easyV-Andhe^rigSt._ 

vans with the Q-Tips. "Oh 
had some great times ... No pressure, tnere 
was a real team spirit." Surely, there is one still? 
"It might sound funny, but you cannot 
compare it to Q-Tips. Then it was a real laugh, 
now it's deadly serious." Would he like to go 
back to all that? A long pause. "If I thought I 
could make a living out of it, I think I would." 

But of course Paul Young is too bi^ a solo 

America ancTHawaii^ftTrThat'jt'”back to 
Paris to finish his second LP. In May sometime 
there's a new single. There are photo ser-!— 

autographs to be signed. The happy days of 
transit vans, cheap hotels and anything for a 
laugh are probably gone forever. 

"It's ciuite depressing actually," Paul says 
suddenly. "Can we change the subject?" 

IAA Berlin. Another soundcheck, three radio 
interviews and only 45 minutes to relax 
in the hotel before running back to play 

before 5,000 people at the Eissporthalle, a vast 

Although most of them eot a little kip on the 
coach, the band are all really tired. But once 
settled in on stage, everything clicks and they 
play what is generally agreed to be "a blinder" 

Another two encores, another mad dash out 
to the coach, a fan hands Paul a message 
written on a potato. "What a great audience," 
says Mark. "A round of applause for the 



! 
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Do you flow like water 
Burning with the hope of insight 
Feathered look they're coloured 
With a bright elation 
Stolen in the sight of love 

We are we are we are but your children 
Finding our way around indecision 
We are we are we are ever helpless 
Take us forever a whisper to a scream 

(f j&jiy 

Birds fly in the eye of the faithless daughter 
Broken at the bitter end 
Wasted sacrificed for a new nirvana 
Nightime sends us our way 

Repeat chorus 

A whisper to a scream a whisper to a scream 
A whisper to a scream a whisper to a scream 

MICHAEL JAdMV 
PIKPRETTy YOUNG THING) 

We are we are we are we are we are 
(Whisper to a scream) 

(Whisper to a scream) 

Repeat chorus three times to fade 

Words and music 1 McNabb 
Reproduced by permission 
Chappell Music Ltd 
On Beggars Banquet Records 

YOU KNOW YOU YOU MAKE ME FEEL SO GOOD INSIDE 
1 ALWAYS WANTED A GIRL JUST LIKE YOU 

SUCH A P.Y.T. A PRETTY YOUNG THING OOH 
WHERE DID YOU COME FROM BABY AND OOH WONT YOU TAKE ME THERE 

RIGHT AWAY WONT DO ME BABY TENDEROONI! YOU'VE GOT TO BE 
SPARK MY NATURE SUGAR FLY WITH ME 

DONT YOU KNOW NOW IS THE PERFECT TIME 
WE CAN MAKE IT RIGHT HIT THE CITY LIGHTS 

THEN TONIGHT EASE THE LOVING PAIN 
LET ME TAKE YOU TO THE MAX 

1 WANT TO LOVE YOU (P.Y.T.) 
PRETTY YOUNG THING YOU NEED SOME LOVING (T.L.C.) 
TENDER LOVING CARE AND I LL TAKE YOU THERE (GIRL) 

REPEAT CHORUS 
(ANYWHERE YOU WANT TO GO) YES 1 WILL OOH 

NOTHING CAN STOP THIS BURNING DESIRE TO BE WITH YOU 
DESIRE TO BE WITH YOU GOTTA GET TO YOU BABY 

WONT YOU COME ITS EMERGENCY 
COOL MY FIRE YEARNING HONEY COME SET ME FREE 

DONT YOU KNOW NOW IS THE PERFECT TIME 
WE CAN DIM THE LIGHTS JUST TO MAKE IT RIGHT 

IN THE NIGHT HIT THE LOVING SPOT 
I’LL GIVE YOU ALL THAT I'VE GOT 

REPEAT CHORUS TWICE 
YES 1 WILL 

PRETTY YOUNG THINGS REPEAT AFTER ME 
SAY NANA NAINA NA NA) 

NANA NA NA (NANA NA NA) 
SAYNA NA NA(NANANA) 

NANA NANA NA (NANA NANA NA) 
1 WANNA TAKE YOU THERE 

REPEAT CHORUS 

REPEAT CHORUS 
TAKE YOU THERE OOH TAKE YOU THERE 

(P.Y.T.) OH BABY (T.L.C.) OH BABY OH DARLING 
YOU KNOW 1 THINK YOU'RE ... NICE (P.Y.T.) 

YOU AND 1 CAN YOU KNOW JUST GET TOGETHER (T.L.C.) 
YOU'RE SUCH A P.Y.T. PRETTY YOUNG THING 

OH BABY OH BABY OH BABY (P.Y.T.) 
OH BABY (T.L.F.) PRETTY YOUNG THING 

AD LIB TO FADE 
WORDS AND MUSIC JAMES INGRAM/QUINCY JONES 

REPRODUCED BY PERMISSION CARLIN MUSIC/WARNER BROS MUSIC 
ON EPIC RECORDS 



HOWARD JONES 
-HUMAN'S LIB- 

THE FIRST ALBUM 

UK TOUR DATES 
MARCH 

17 Sat LEEDS, University 
18 Sun NEWCASTLE, City Hall 
19 Mon GLASGOW, Apollo 
2 0 Tues LIVERPOOL, Royal Court 
22 Thur BELFAST,Queen's University 
23 Fri DUBLIN, SFX 
25 Sun MANCHESTER, Apollo 
26 Mon SHEFFIELD, City Hall 
27Tue HANLEY, Victoria Hall 
29 Thur NOTTINGHAM, Royal Concert Hall 
30 Fri BIRMINGHAM, Odeon 
31 Sat BRISTOL, Colston Hall 

APRIL 
1 Sun CARDIFF, St David's Hall 
2 Mon GUILDFORD, Civic 
3 Tues 4 Wed LONDON, Hammersmith Odeon 
5 Thur SOUTHEND, Cliff Pavillion 
6 F r i SOUTHAMPTON, Gaumont 
7 Sat AYLESBURY, Friars 

INCLUDES SINGLES ■ NEW SONG WHAT I S LOVE? • HIDE & SEEK 







The New Album And Cassette 

the drum is everything 

Includes The Hit Singles 

“Bad Day” & “More More More” 

The UK TOUR MARCH • 1 1 -Sheffield Crucible Theatre. 

13 - Cardiff New Ocean Club, 14 - Southampton University, 16 - Brighton Polytechnic, 

17- Reading University, 18 - London Victoria Palace, 19 - Folkestone Leas Cliff Hall. 

fiic»! bwooks 
TO 131= Cl? NOT TO 131: 
(1-1171.1=1? I?AR)IJAI?TCNI= 
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and the BANSHEES 
FALLING IN YOUR FALLING IN YOUR 

A FACE BURNT TO HELL 
FEEL THE CRUEL STONES BREAKING HER BONES 
DEAD BEFORE BORN 
WORDS FALL IN RUINS BUT NO SOUND 
SHE'S DYING OF YOUR SHAME 

LUCKY 
star 

NEW SINGLE 
ON 7"-12' 

SPECIAL. LIMITED EDITION 
FREE POSTER WITH 12” 

o 



CAFE BLEU? 

Soft Cell ♦This Last Night 

£4.49 
MarillionuFugazi 

£4.29 

The Style Council ♦ Cafe Bleu 

£4.49 
Dire Straits ♦ alchemy 

££ (Double Album) 

% John Menzies 
For people who appreciate music. -. and money. 

130 record departments throughout Britain, with a huge selection of albums, 7" 

o 
and 12" singles, tapes, accessories and record tokens. 





The American disc jockey, G 
Byrd, who presents the nev 
Sweet Inspirations show o i 
Radio 1 on Sunday evenings 
the same Gary Byrd who hac 

h "The Crown" last ye 

Country Club 
25A Crawford Street follow-up to "I Am What I Am". 

"I Am Gloria Gaynor"). 

to fulfilling 
that dream," Jel" ~ 

of Jeffrey's first solo single (c_ 
which he sings but plays no 
instruments), "AC/DC", taken 
from the cast album of Starlight 
Express due for relear - : - 1 - 
spring. And if that's n 

Andrew Lloyd Wc 
In it he plays the part of an 
electric train called, rather 
inventively, Electra. It's his first 
real project since Shalamar 
split up late last year. 
Apparently. he got this part 

"That's all about Paul's real 
life versus his unconscious 
dream life. I play myself in one 

IT MUST BE LOVE 

"Just A Dream" is N« 
single to "99 Red Balloons" 
-April 9. 

's follow-up 
is". It'll be 

GRAMMY RECORDS 
"Thank you, America. You've got 
taste, you've got style and you 
know a good drag queen when 

. rard for Best New 
Group. The Grammy Awards are 
the American record industry's 
equivalent of the Oscars and this 
-although British acts had 

was awarded eight Grammies, 

one year. (And he's now collected 
more Grammies during his 
15-year career than anyone else.) 

The Police also won four 
awards, including Best New 
Song. "Every Breath You Take", 

ne for Best Video 
Album and another for Best Short 
Video. 

Michael Jackson attended the 

Brooke Shields and Annie 

appearing dressed as a man (like 
in the "Who's That Girl" video), 

xnplete with fake sideburns. 

The political/funk band Gang 
Of Four are splitting up. They're 
playing at the Hammersmith 
Palais, London, on April 15 and it 
looks as though that will be their 
final show. 

hear them on the 'It's a pity that 

crops up in their own single. Now 
they're recording their own LP. 
Malcolm McLaren has also got 
two new LPs planned out and is 
soon to fly to Los Angeles to 
record one of them. 

Edinburgh Nite 
Edinburgh Buster Brov_ 
Glasgow Penthouse (22), Ayr The 
Pavilion (23). An hour-long Fall 
video cassette has just been 
released with the rather radical 
title. Perverted By Language Bis 









OVER 250 ALBUMS YOU’D LOVE 
AT ANY PRICE NOW AT AN 
INCREDIBLE PRICE £2-69. 



lyrics are good, too — about 
"getting along awfully" and not 
understanding hate. Makes a 
change from all this unrequited 
love business. Easily their best 

JEFFREY DANIEL: AC/DC 
(Polydor) Taken from the 
forthcoming musical Starlight 
Express, Jeffrey Daniel's first solo 
effort is rather unorthodox. A 

rhythm and voice are all there is 
on the song which. I'm sure, will 

SINGLES 
reviewed by 

PETER MARTIN 

gives it an epic quality, whili 
German group shroud the wl 

ily over the top, it deserves 
Single Of The Fortnight. 

DEPECHE MODE: People 
Are People (Mute) This time 
they've gone all radical with a 
distinctly metallic sound. But 
instead of jarring the nerves it 
tends to induce movement in 
bodies that normally wouldn't be 
seen dead on a dancefloor. The 

MICHAEL JACKSON: PYT 
(Pretty Young Thing) (Epic) 
I've had just about enough of this 
so-called 'Peter Bloody Pan Of 
Pop'. If I see one more picture of 
him with Brooke Shields 
collecting an award, I think I'll 
scream. This is about the 643rd 
release from "Thriller", which 
I've had for about a yonk and a 
’ ’' anyway and, quite frankly. 

SIMPLE MINDS Up On The 
Catwalk (Virgin) I've already 

best track on the "Sparkle In The 
Rain" LP. It perfectly highlights 

restrained guitars and 

jack-knifed along by Jim Kerr's 
stream-of-consciousness lyrics. 
Apparently it's all about the 
"hypocrisy of Britain" but with 
lines like "Michaelangelo. 
Robert de Niro. Nastassia Kinski 
and Martin Luther", I'm not quite 
sure how he came to that 

LIONEL RICHIE: Hello 
(Motown) Lionel, weak with 
emotion, gives a right old tug to 
the heartstrings on this classic 
weepie tale of unrequited leeerv. 
Your Mum's bound to make you 
turn it up when Top Of The Pops 

Wand" is the best known 
this New York electro mini-EP. 
Produced by Thomas Dolby it 
charts the rise and rise of rapping 

very much like Last Year's Thing 
when compared with the likes of 
"Hyperactive". 

extravagant video. 

SHAKIN' STEVENS: A Love 
Worth Waiting For (Epic) 

30 years old. A flimsy song all 

plucked strings and warbly 

JULIAN COPE: The 

sounds as though he's from the 

tambourines and bouncy drums 

THE ICICLE WORKS: Birds 
Fly (Whisper To A 
Scream)/Tn The Cauldron Oi 
Love (Beggars Banquet) In 
which The Works go all 
conceptual. "Birds Fly" is 
something of a joyous pop song, 
full of wondrous open-eyed 

lot a hint of psychedelia in sight. 

reminds me of Madonna, while 
the song has tinges of Wham! 
and JoBoxers about it. A big hit if 

CHE: What You've Been 
Through Is Love (Scream 
Like A Swift) (Desire) This 
first single from Liverpool singer 
Alix is really pretty fab. He's got 
a sweet soul voice and the song 
is packed with nifty little hooks 
that I find myself humming at 
bus stops. The sign of a good pop 

workout that has lots of nice 
sounds on it and everything 
just slips by quite happily. Much 
ado about nothing. 

JOE FAGIN: Why Don't We 
Spend The Night 
(Towerbell) I really hate this. 
From the opening screechy 
guitar right down to the gravelly 
vocals this song is hauntingly 
awful. Still it won't stop your Dad 
singing along to it in the bath on 
Sunday mornings. 

THE SPECIAL AKA: Nelson 
Mandela (2-Tone) This song 
simply wants to "free Nelson 
Mandela", a black. South African 
political prisoner (there's more 
about him in Bitz). Helped out by 
Elvis Costello, General Public 
and Lynval Golding, it's a 
slightly chaotic Latin American 
brew that's worthy but probably 
won't get played on the radio. 

DEAD OR ALIVE: That's The 
Way (I Like It) (Epic) If Pete 
Burns doesn't have a hit with this 
one, he might as well pack it in. 
It's a fast and furious reworking 
of the old KC & The Sunshine 
Band hit that's got desperation 

boys will do absolutely anything 
to have a hit: dress up like 
Marilyn and Frankie Goes To 
Hollywood, say rude things in 
the press and get swimmer 
Sharon Davies in their videos. I 
just say good luck to 'em. 

THE ALARM: The Deceiver 
(IRS) This sounds like The 
Bluebells and look what 
happened to them . . . not a lot. 
Still, a lot of people have got 
their hopes pinned on The Alarm 
and, so far. they've been able to 
live up to their promises. Just 
can't see why so many people 

Horses (Wonderland) I hope 

think much of it up to now. It's got 
a sort of staccato piano rhythm 
backing Siouxsie's powerfully 
gliding voice and it's all 
punctuated by a scratchy echoey 
guitar, much like the one on 
"Israel". I suppose it fits in well 
on the new album, but by itself I 
think it's one of their weakest 
singles yet. And for Heaven's 
sake don't ask me what "he gives 



This month's 
Computer Choice is 
15 minutes bigger. 

On the outside of this month's Computer Choice there’s a free C15 cassette. So you can save 
money while you save programs. 

And inside there’s Martin Ware of Heaven 17 who's happier on a computer than he is in a pub. 
Plus a megatest of micros under £200. A look at computers that talk back. And pages and 

pages of software reviews. 
And much more. published by 
April’s Computer Choice is out now. electrical-electronic press 





And It Van Halen are 
professional maniacs. 
They've broken more 
bones leaping off 

,loudspeakers than you've. 
I had hot dinners, 
actually parachuted on&Jjj 

I stage. They make even" 
the most over-theiMBP'S. 
heavy rock bands look 
and sound I ike the Nolans, 

j Brian Harrigan describes 
| the subtle art Of staying... 
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>YEAH AND THEY DC 
KAJAGOOGOO'S 





*□1141 rvKi iNirvwimi 
What’s the Latin for "Let There Be Light"? 



THE NEW ALBUM & CASSETTE 

10.1 SIN' 

NENA 



New 7”&12 Single -out now 

□gj 12”-Ltd Edition Colour Foster Insert Also Features An Extra Track 

Borrowed.Time 
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ELVIS COSTELLO 



HOLLY JOHNSON 

IE if FRANKIE 
GOESTO HOLLYWOOD 
GOTTO NUMBER ONE" 

I woke about 8 
o'clock. I was staying 
with some friends in 
Stoke Newington in 
London. I don't sleep 
very well on Monday 

nights anymore because we get the new 
chart position on Tuesday morning. 

I rang upZangTumbTuum, our record 
label — it's like a Greek Palace — and 
they said, you're Number One! I started 
singing and dancing round the room. I 
was with me friend Jed. Jed works 
behind the bar at a club and is just an old 
friend from Liverpool. Sometimes he 
cuts my hair. h I h d 
no clothes with me because Td been out 
to the pub the night before and I was 
looking a bit scruffy. But I thought, it 
doesn't matter. I'm Number One. I can 
wear scruffy clothes if I want to! 

I ordered a cab and came down to the 
Columbia Hotel where I had a shower 
and changed into some new clothes — 
the clothes I wore on Page 2 of the last 
Smash Hits. We did that photo session 

Anyway I rushed to the studio and did 
about five interviews on the telephone 
while the other members of the band did 
photo sessions in the other room. And 
we were preparing to go to Europe the 
next day. We were really manic with 
hard work. Then it was over to Covent 

Garden to do another photo session with 
a huge buzzard for a German magazine. 
They're really vicious birds and everyone 
was a bit frightened to do it. You should 
see those beaks! They also set us in this 
gothic fantasy scene — a kind of fairy 
castle. People often ask us to do strange 
things like that. 

Then we were rushed headlong back 
to Z.T.T. to do some more interviews. 
Oh. on the way, I did drop into the 
clothes shop Paul Smith in Covent 
Garden to get a waistcoat and shirt. 
They're like hunting gear with little 
pheasants and men with guns. The 
waistcoat's red, the shirt's black. 

By this time it's 7.00 in the evening. 
We're back in the studio and I'm getting 
really annoyed because we've been 
working so hard and Island, who 
distribute our records, hadn't laid on 
provisions for us. I thought that was 
really a bad show. I rang them up and 
was really rude to them. Also I'd heard 
they were celebrating their first Number 
One in years with champagne! So they 
rushed over four bottles of champagne 
and lots of McDonald's. That's why I've 
got such a mean expression on my face 
in that Smash Hits picture. I'm starving 

I did get time to ring me Mum and Dad 

then. They were really pleased that we'd 
knocked Paul McCartney off the Number 
One spot. Me Dad drives a cab and me 
Mum works as a nurse in a children's 
heart clinic. 

After the photo session I staggered to 
the London Apprentice pub in the East 
End for a quiet drink where I met my 
friend Jed again. I said, lad I'm 
exhausted, let's go home. So we did and 
started to chat and after that went to 

The next day we went to Europe and 
there were lots of photographers at the 
airport. It was exactly like that — being a 
Hollywood star. But all that slowly died 
off. When you're in that position, the 
record company tends to overwork you 
to keep themselves in a job. You're 
pounced upon. It's good fun but very 
hard work. 

Because the record was banned I 
thought the glory had been stolen 
slightly because we weren't able to do 
Top Of The Pops. So I was glad we went 
to Europe. Doing Top Of The Pops is part 
of the enjoyment of 
being Number One. 
Mike Read? I 
thought, thank-you 
Mike Rear1 99 
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SMASH HITS THOMPSON TWINS 



Great fashions 
just for you 

at\bung C&A. 

Where value is 
always in fashion 





ROBIN GIBBTHE newalbum&cassette 

OLD 

INCLUDES 
THE HIT SINGLES 

ANOTHER LONELY NIGHT IN NEW YORK & JULIET 
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Nick Beggs (he's got rid of those beads at last). "It all stems from college 
when I was an activist hippie — much like Neil from The Young Ones. I just 
couldn't bear the idea of killing animals even though I'm not averse to eating 
meat. Then again, I did try a bacon sandwich last week and, er, I quite liked it. 

I had a bacon sandwich last week too. In fact I had five or six. Being a bit of 
a hamburger hog, it was with a certain amount of trepidation that I 
approached Nick Beggs' and his flatmate Steve Askew's apartment in 
Cricklewood in North London. You see, they'd promised to cook me some 
real food with, you know, vegetables and horribly healthy things like that! 

But, fear not, they're not too serious about it. Nick admits that one of his 
favourites is McDonald s Filet O' Fish. Phew. A man after my own hea 
fact, an hour before I showed up the people in the upstairs flat had be< 
down to complain about the trail of McDonald's wrappers leading to 1 

k the rest on top along with sor 
it 'til the end of Top Of The Pops 
Oh, and the pud. Well, that's easy 

COOKING WITH 
CONFIDENCE 













“WE 
ALL 
BROKE 
DOWN 
AND 
CRIED” 
The last eight months have 
been a "nightmare" for 
Bananarama. Ian Birch 
finds out what went 
wrong. 

"A couple of months ago we all broke down 
and cried," sighs Keren. Bananarama are 
talking about a grisly bout of group 
depression that's only just coming to an end. 

"Things got really strained," continues 
Sarah. "We were living in a small council flat 
and we couldn't get away from each other. 
Bananarama — morning, noon and night. I 
always thought I was strong but then I felt I 
was going mental." 

Siobhan couldn't agree^more. "We'd get up 

Then^h'eaccountant and thrash out business. 
Then meet possible managers. Then go home 
and try and write songs. Always in each 
other's company. You can never relax, never 
switch off in a situation like that." 

Back to Sarah: "And lying in bed you'd be 

goto tlw nmrtday. You'd think/is this what 
music's all about!"' 

Surprised? You could have knocked me 
down with a feather. The last eight months 
have transformed Bananarama. Out goes the 
'zany'; in comes the 'thoughtful'. Say hello to 
'independence'; wave goodbye to 
'manipulation'. The trio yearn for respect and. 

at both their 
look long 
res and their 

Them 

tittle Fingers drummi 
friend of the band. So 
slept on the girls' setw. 
looking for work and a! 
Thomas was a victim of 
Northern Ireland. He w&« ».«» 
August in Belfast. Bananararm 

friend of the band! So close, in fact, that he 
pt on the girls' settee for six months while 
-- * • . >n..Sadly 

song about his death called "King Of The 
Jungle" (which will appear on their at yet 
untitled second album). 

'The song's about," explains Siobhan, 
"how ridiculous it is that 18-year-old boys are 
given guns and are endorsed by the 
government to go out and kill people. 

"It was so humiliating at the time. I felt silly 
being in a pop group. I felt like I was wasting 
my life and that I should be doing something 

Normally the girls overlap each other in 
conversation, one picking up where the other 
left off in an infectious jumble of words. But at 
this point Sarah and Keren fall silent. 

Siobhan closes the subject. "I know a lot of 
people say this after somebody's died but it's 
absolutely true. Thomas was one of the most 
truly good people you could ever meet. There 
wasn't a bad thing about him. It just seems 
like those people are the ones to suffer and 
evil people thrive." 

This incident made them think about the way 
they appeared to everyone else. 

"Until then," reckons Siobhan "we'd 

_„_,'er tried to come over either 
as intellectuals or as sex symbols. But we 
were so disgusted by the funeral service that 
we had another look at ourselves. 

"People always say, 'why do you play on 
the girl next door or the three pretty girls 
image' but WE DON'T. We have been 
manipulated into that image. Possibly by the 
-.-iy, possibly by the kind of 

they've succeeded and now people have the 

There's almost a shrill note of desperation 
here. Bananarama are sick and tired of being 
seen as tousle-haired puppets who can't 
write, dance or sing but who do look snazzy. 

"I feel embarrassed by all that," snaps 
Keren. "Take that bloke from Frankie Goes To 
Hollywood on Roundtable the other week. 
The first thing he said about us was, 'take 
three girls, dress them up, put them on Top Of 
The Pops and you've got a hit'. For someone 
to think that's all we've got is really 

And Top C? The Pops has done a lot to 
create this impression. Almost every time 

iaycamp. 
»nd don't forget glitte 

■ - ■ : ■ 

.specially with Messrs Swain and Jolley. 
They often write songs with this duo and the 
shouting can last for hours. 

The new single "Robert de Niro's Waiting", 
for example, began life as a disturbing story of 
rape and escape into fantasy. 

"It was very bloodthirsty, I know," says 
Siobhan, "so we toned it down. The girl now 

Jut why's l?e "talking Italian"? 
'We hated that line. That was; 
Hey line. He said, 'Italians are r 
s have it in.'We did it that wa 

___ . ou spit it out of your 
mouth and pluck it out of your eyebrows." 

Sarah says rather darkly: 'They don't put 
glitter on Echo And The Bunnym— *- 

Sexism is something else they're battling 
against. Being a girt, they argue, means being 
treated like a scatterbrain. 

__jve wouldn't look twice at them. 
"We just pointed and screamed with 

laughter. They were embarrassed although 
we laughed 'til the tears rolled down our 
cheeks. They sat there for about ten minutes 
and then just left." 

While in France they also went horseback 
riding, in the romantic, wind-swept plains of 
the Camargue. Sarah hated every second of 

"We thought we were going for a gentle 
walk. Then we went into a trot and then a full 
gallop. I was clinging on for dear life, shouting 

,w„ ipu, and screaming. I wanted to jump off into the 
, Yes, it is hedgerow. I refused to get back on until I got 

an old, fat, slow horse." 

bruises! I made the mistake of wearing old 
leans which had two big holes where they rub 

songs'. It's just NOT 
asisto say that on ba 

"She bad to sit on cus 
Siobhan. "But she's all r 

a happy ending. 
i nearest we'tt get to 
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Getting this certificate 
doubles your chances of 
getting this certificate. 

Every year, around 70,000 people are killed or injured 
in motorcycle accidents. As far as we're concerned, that’s 
70,000 too many. 

So, a while back, we set about reducing that frightening 
toll by tightening up on the motorcycle test. 

We put a two year limit on holding a provisional licence 
valid for motorcycles. And we split the test into two parts. 

Having done all that, we’d like to draw your attention 
to an almost foolproof way of passing. 

Enrol on an official training scheme which includes 

taking Part I of the test, and your chances of getting through 
it are doubled. (In fart, our latest figures showed that 90% 
of trained riders passed). 

And since all these courses train you for Part II as well as 
Part I, you should sail through that too. 

If you want to find out more about local r 
training schemes, contact the Road Safety / 
Officer at your Town Hall. (In Scotland, reg- , 
ional council offices or local police stations.) / 

And don’t fail. 

Tjr\ 
’ Wfej 



ALEXEI SAYLE 
’Ullo John Gotta New Motor? 
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become embroiled in benefit gigs 
for peace. "Things like CND," 
explains Andy, "we're not totally 
agreed on as a group. The others arc 
for it, but I think there's an 

i benefit, I'd 

_j that your money w* 
doing some good, like a local 

sophisticated approach to their 
sound. "We used to use a lot of 
pre-set sounds on the synths, but 

mixing their records would become 
impossibly complicated. On the new 
single, for example, there are such 
delightful sounds as Bucket Of Sick 
(which we won't go int ’ * " 
about) and Hank (an ac 
plucked by a coin, elecl 
distorted anJ - 
synthesiser.. 
Marvin of The Shadow 

sir 

"Stupid hobby, really," says Dave. 
"You wait five hours to catch a fish, 
then you catch it, then you throw it 

As we pay the bill, our waitress 
recognises Andy and asks for 

"At least she knew who we 

© 
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Dear Black Type, 
Q. What has an I.Q. of 60? 
A. 120 Mods. 
Annie Lennox's Fake Leopard 
Skin Hat 
P.S. Does anyone know where I 
can get a non-mod budgie? 

Q: What do you call a seven 

m I.Q. ol 

tat grounds 

chat shows with interviews that 
last little more than five minutes, 
i.e. Saturday Superstore - 
Mike Read desperately tr} 

avail. Interviews in a magazin 

biography, play latest single 
and remember something 

tely trying to 

1, The Black Type. invisible 
being and writer of sarcy 
comments on the Letters 
page, also have a very high 
IQ (Ink Quota) and have 

really 'concerned' image. 
My first little composition's 
called "(Hey Baby) Don't 
Drop Nuclear Bombs" — 

Winners Can We Not Have Live 
In The Studio This Year. I mear 
look at Duran Duran — they're 

X.ETTERS 
only three months each year is 
hardly what I'd call British. So 
come on all you bands out there. 

Angry, Morecambe. 

state "Happy in the sun/I'm so 

Why, I ask? So the record 
company can completely 
manipulate them? So they're o 
a level with their fans? What will 
become of super brainy people 

see. Eagerly we all waited the 
results of the long publicised 
British Rock and Pop Awards. 

Firstly we take Modern 
Romance (You take them, I don't 
want 'em). Yes, boys, you too can 
blow dry the Lady Di style. Last 
year we had THOSE dancers, 
this year we had a couple of 
berks on bikes and some erotic 

I.O.U. or should I not ask?) And 
as for the Freeez keyboards 
player who demonstrated 

to change the name of the British 
Rock And Pop Awards to 
something like Who Can Spend 
The Most Time Out Of The 
Country Awards? 

fact the only group there was 
Culture Club. Shouldn't the 

PersonWho's Been^f Tax Exfle 
The Longest, Who Can Be Filmed 
At The Most Exotic Place or. 

American Footballer padded 
shoulder look, dear. 

I end with a quick 
impersonation of Kid Jenson: ''M 
favourite record of the year was 
by this weird and wonderful 

Every minute of it. One of the 

George Darling, 
I do wish you'd sort yourself 

_vn for their musi 
OK? At the Rock and Pop 
Awards, you said how great it 

Duran? 
How poor Alf must have 

"major music event of the year". 
It would have been just as 
exciting if they had read out of 

Lt couldn't they or the 

Rock And Pop Awards. Well most 
of it .... I needed several visits 
to the bog at the sight of The 
Flying Pickets, Modern Romance 

Ronnie Tyler (who forgot his 
trousers, I noticed). Paul Young, 
Tracey Ullman, Paul Mac and 
Duran Duran didn't bother to turn 
up. At least Culture Club were 
grateful, whereas Duran looked 
as if they couldn't care less. The 
Irving Davies Dancers, not 
content with writhing for us like 
last year, decided to wear just 
their undies this time and the 
"glitter" and "glamour" the BBC 

The only good bits were the 
little clips from songs by Paul 
Young, the Eurythmics and the 
brief appearance of Nik Kershaw 
(I loved his trousers), but I felt 
quite sorry for him having to 
collect an award for Duran 

Founder of The Weird People's 

advertised on Radio One as 

On David Jensen's Radio One 
Show he said that he hoped Billy 
Bragg would be popular enough 

not too popular not to go there 
and collect it. I think this just 

’ s up the Rock And Pop 

winners were thi 

undeserved) — unfortunately 
they were in America. Also there 
was Ms Ullman who got one. 
Paul Young was in Germany. 
Paul McCartney was on holiday. 
That leaves two. Culture Club. If 
they hadn't turned up, everyone 
might as well have gone home. 
And what has Sarah Kennedy 
got to do with music? I suppose 
the BBC are showing her off 
because they got her from ITV. 
And why stick Annie Nightingale 
out in Germany, when she 

I saw your "Advert" in Letters 
sent in by Alison Waite 
(February 16) for John Taylor's 
Funeral Services, so I thought 
you might like to see this one 
(see cutting above) from our local 
newspaper. Gets around, doesn't 

A Stuffed Snowflake, Rochdale. 

Look what I've just found in the 
Blackburn Citizen. Now we know 
who Simon le Bon learnt his nifty 



■LETTERS 
Madonna's Fluorescent Yellow 
Nail Varnish (Andrea To Her 
Mum), Blackburn. 

Is there anything this man 
can't do? 

10% off John Taylor's clothes? 
T. Gleeson, Dublin. 

Apparently he's got yet 
another job in some pop 
group. D'raaan something 

fact it sounds double 

How to get from the top of a flight 
stairs to the bottom without 
touching any in between? 

This is how it's done:— 1) Buy a 

January 19 to February 1); 2) Turn 

fab article on Echo & The 
Bunnymen aloud to friends while 
walking along a school corridor; 
4) Completely forget the 
approaching flight of downward 

upon seeing a picture of the 
wonderful Mac McCulloch; 6) Get 
your friend to pick up the pieces 
at the bottom of the stairs. 

I know it works — I've tried it 
myself. I'd appreciate some 

compensation for my painful 
research. Next time please issue 
a Government Health Warning. 
Disjointed, Bristol. 

You, Disjointed, are 
obviously not, as they say. 
dealing from a fuU deck. If 

need a Government Health 
Warning, though it's this... 

Please find enclosed a wrapper 
from the latest product to hit the 
market. I've heard people say 
that Stuart Adamson is tasty but 

Frankie Arrives At Hollywood, 

You wait. There'll be King 
Kurt-flavoured 
Fu-Nan-Chews next. Then 

Topics. But if they lay a 
finger on Lion Bars I'm 
writing to my MP. 

After pondering over our school 
dinner, we have decided that 
there is only one solution for it. 
Yes. Alannah Currie will just 
have to marry Tim Rice. That, 
will therefore, give us Currie and 

Yours hungrily, 

Seeing all your letters from ^ 

and having everything to do with 
their idol, I thought I might 
honour your page with a letter 
from my noble self to inform you 
that superfans are a real pain. 

We have, at my school, two 
'Bowies'. Together they have 
about 100 tapes, all of them 
David's. They have each 
bedecked their studies with 

adverts and reviews. True it is 
OK to like (although I think these 
two love) an artist, especially 

these two address each other as 
"Ziggy" and "David" and they 
think they look and act like 'him'. 

Each week when the music 

skip up hand-in-hand to the 
newspaper table and start 
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