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A 27 year-old 
■ Hates pop music but never misses Top Of The Pops. 

■ Loves furry animals but has a passion of beefburgers. 

■ Is mad about grisly horror stories but thinks Marc Almond is "charming". 









"It's really awful having okl-f 
Striped 



ashioned parents because... 
. . . they're always telling you to turn 
down your new Prince LP because they 

can’t hear Leslie Crowther on The Price Is Right 
and whenever you’re trying to watch Top Of The 

Pops they sit there making painful remarks 
like “Oh my God, is that a boy or a girl?” and “what must 

his parents think of him?" or they start doing 
the hoovering on Saturday morning while you’re trying to watch 
Boy George taking calls on Saturday Superstore and it’s even 
worse when you have friends over ’cause Mum has to get the 
photo album out and starts cooing over terrible snaps of you 

taken when you were about one year old and you can see your 
bum and everything while your Dad’s talking about Birmingham 
City’s promotion prospects to your wiggy new mate who looks 
like Mac McCulloch and doesn’t even know what a football is 

and as soon as you disappear upstairs under a barrage of 
disapproving glances, you’re all being offered a tray of 

chocolate cup cakes and - mmm! - beakers of Ribena (really 
adult!) and if you bring a boyfriend or girlfriend home it’s like a 

job interview with Dad in his new Marks & Sparks suit and 
Mum’s had her hair done specially and you have to sit round the 
table and eat sandwiches and sponge cake while they ask really 
embarrassing questions about how many “O” levels he or she 

has got and if they’re planning a career in Plastics and what their 
parents do for a living and you’re hoping they won’t notice your 
Mum’s appalling collection of little china hedgehogs nestling in 
the cabinet beside the telly-the shame! - and it’s even worse 
when they have their f riends round for some sort of grisly party 
and they demand beforehand that you “make an appearance” 

and “for God’s sake look interested when someone talks to you” 
and then when everyone’s had a few too many sherries they 

drag you downstairs and insist that you play “Mull Of Kintyre” on 
your recorder like you used to about a hundred years ago in 
primary school but of course your Dad thinks he’s musical 

anyway and most Sunday evenings drowns out the Top Forty by 

and your Mum’s always so clueless when you ask her 
specifically to buy you the new Thompson Twins LP for your 

birthday and she proudly presents you on the big day with one of 
those “soundslike” compilation LPs of cheap cover versions of 
Jim Diamond and Cliff Richard ’cause it was “such good value" 
and when they go on holiday for the first time without you and 

you think “yippee! I’m going to have a really wild party” then you 
discover that they’ve arranged for Aunt Ethel to come and stay 
just to “keep an eye on things” and when you’re trying to dash 
out the front door in the evening having spent literally hours 

getting ready to go to a party and you know they're going to go 
berserk when they see what you’re wearing they always beat 

you to the door attentimesthe speed of light and scream 
“you’re not going out looking like that!” and when you’ve finally 
agreed on some kind of compromise outfit they announce that 
you’ve got to be back in by ten o’clock by which time the party 

will hardly have started and you know that the second you leave 
they’ll be scouring your bedroom for incriminating evidence of 

any activity they disapprove of—which covers just about 
everything- and removing your posters ’cause the Blu-Tak 

leaves nasty little marks on the gruesome old Star Wars 
wallpaper which you were trying to camouflage in the first 

place . . 

MORE PAINFUL PARENTS 
OVER THE PAGE 



“It’s really awful having t 



rendy parents because... 
... they insist that you call them by their 
first names and, even worse, that your 

friends do, so that when they come round they can’t 
just say “Hello Mrs Smith” they have to say “Hi Sally” 

or whatever as though they actually liked them and then your Dad 
gets really embarrassing and starts offering round glasses 

of Vin Blanc from his Sainsbury's wine box and muesli Original 
Crunch Bars, and they're floating round the kitchen in their 

fleecy track-suits thinking they look like Mick Jagger and Jerry 
Hall and joking about their hangovers and your Mum starts 

going on about how “sexy” Roger Taylor is or how Tom Bailey’s 
“gorgeous” and you wish they’d just leave you alone with your 
friends and then there’s their!riends who turn up regularly for 
endless parties which start off with everyone ranting earnestly 
about saving the whale or adopting a baby seal or something and 

end up when they’ve all had too much to drink -and, God, can 
they knock it back! - with everyone wobbling around the front 
room to “Brown Sugar” by The Rolling Stones and cornering 

you for hours when you’re dying to go to bed and saying things 
like “Duran are okay, right, but the Stones could still blow them 
off stage 'cause they've got so much energy” or sometimes you 
come home from school and your Mum’s chairing her Friends 

Of The Earth meeting and the front room’s absolutely crammed 
with wallies with beards and Aran sweaters itching to go down 
to the pub and start drinking gallons of real ale and then you’re 
settling down to watch Coronation Street and your Dad starts 

ranting on about this “amazing” arty black-and-white silent film 
that Channel 4 are showing later and of course he’s being really 

modern and doing the ironing while your Mum’s out in the 
garage mending the car before everyone has to get together for 

one of those ghastly family meetings when you have to 
democratically decide really “important issues” like the 

washing-up rotas and where you’re all going to go on holiday and 
whether you can stay the night at a party because they’re 

encouraging you to be “responsible” and want you to know that 
they “trust” you and can they borrow your clothes and would 

you make a tape of some “new sounds” for their car stereo and 
when you’re festering in bed on Sunday morning trying to listen 
to Steve Wright, they burst in trying to persuade you to go for a 
jog ’cause it gives you “a real buzz” and then a Shannon record 

comes on the radio and your Dad starts trying to breakdance in a 
really casual way and for Sunday dinner you can't, of course, 

have meat-and-two-veg like everyone else, oh no, you have to 
have lasagne and green salad or vegetable curry which your 
Dad’s spent the entire day in the kitchen creating and then 

someone phones up for you and your Mum answers the phone 
and has to chat for at least ten minutes, using cringeful 

expressions like “mmm, heavily into that myself” or “wow, that 
sounds like a real hassle” and you have to wrench the phone off 

her before she starts reminiscing about the “incredible 
experiences” she and Dad had at horrible hippy rock festivals in 
the '60s and gazing misty-eyed at the Bob Dylan poster on the 
kitchen wall beside the pasta jar and then the two of them start 
making hideously embarrassing Public Displays Of Affection - 
you’re always trying to pretend you’re not with them when they 

walk down to the shops holding hands- and worst of all they 
keep telling you that they “love” you all the time, and basically, 

you just wish that they’d grow up . . 
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The WM22 comes in three original colours, electric blue, vivid red and pearl white, sony 
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r - as bringing out the odd mino_ 
single like Virna Lindt’s daft spy epic “Attention 
Stockholm". Well, eight of their old singles (stuff by Marl, 
Ms Lindt, Tot Taylor etc) are now available in a little 
boxed set which also includes a whole heap of badges. 
Pretty good value, we'd say, at £5.99. Meanwhile, as of 
now allthe rest of their old stuff is becoming unavailable 
as the record label prepares to launch a bunch of new 
people. Who? You II have to wait and see (i.e. we don't 
know and they aren't telling). 

There appears to be a positive deluge of 
r 

•uUy (Because it’s nearly Christmas, 
CJ,T----er. We were only 

ig. (Get on with it!- Ed.) All right, weil, th_ 
>m Eddy Grant called “All The Hits” which does 

- ... is" LP, on the other hanc, 
‘‘Gold’’. It contains the hits, all the hits and nothing but 
the hits. And then of course there are “best of”s by The 
Moody Blues, Gerard Kenny, Art Garfunkel, Phil 
Spector. . .need we go on? 

AaarghlSo 
Wright ha 
another sini 

Radiol DJs, hide yourselves. 

o 



THE REDSKINS 
angry record and a couple of really weird 

So, wonders Bitz, how would The Re 
(currently making a bit of noise with a single called 
“Keep^On Keeping On”) si"~ 

“Simply?" echoes Nick King, the 
“Simply, I think in the world there’s —T- 
system, there’s a ruling class and a working class. 
Most people don’t realise that it’s in the interests of 
the working class to take power from the ruling 
class. We’re trying to get that across.” 

The Redskins, two of whom are members of the 
Socialist Workers Party (i.e. a fair bit to the left of 
most of Parliament), tend to talk about politics 
rather a lot. And why not? It’s their main reason for 
being in a pop group. “Music and politics have 
always been linked,” they’ll tell you, citing 
everything from 17th century English folk music to 
‘60s soul. Their mission is to combat "all the bland, 
inane things like royalty” that clog up the media. 

^palledNo ^ Nick and Chris Dean w« 
Swastikas. The others I . 
they moved down to London and became' . 
Redskins. That was in early ‘82. There followed 

;aies _ng a following by playing bei 
supporting people like The Clash. 

At the beginning of this year they played at 
London’s ICA with Billy Bragg and Bronski Beat. 
“Two months later,” grimaces singer Chris Dean, 

aving megastars ~ J- sr-s. 
signed to Decca Records, a label whose only other 
artist is dippy French pianist Richard Clayderman. 

What other groups do they admire? Well, they 
reckon Robert Wyatt, Jerry Dammers and “Paul 
Weller when he stops thinking about cashmere 
sweaters” are all capable of being “an agitational 

And what’s “Keeping On Keeping On” about? 
“It’s a song about struggle, but because the 
miners’ strike is the most important struggle at the 
moment, it's become a song about that,” says 

nothing but silence (hey!). Davies 
Records release it and it's 
distributed by The Cartel. 

Also, a single by Liverpool group 
Action Transfers (their third) called 

Whatever, 
one and so we have pr< 
to be given away in yet another trail-blazing competition, 
ten copies of Neil's ‘Heavy Concept Album” to be given awav 
them AND 10 pairs of free tickets to see Neil’s “Farewell Gig- 
Hammersmith Odeon, London, on December 22. Question time: 

Who recorded “The Laughing Gnome": a) Neil, b) David Bowie, c) 
Pink Floyd d) Culture Club? 

Answers on a postcard or the back of an envelope to Smash Hits 
Ideal Gnome Competition, 52-55 Carnaby Street, LlA,<'' 
1PF. Get them here by December 7. 

All right, haven’t you lot got a gnome to go to? 

o 











DEBUT ALBUM 

&CASSETTE 

‘STEPS IN TIME’ 

Time (CBS) The o\ 
impression this album gives is that King are 
hungry to become successful pop stars. It’s a 
collection of psychedelic funk numbers, punchily 
produced and seemingly tailor-made for the 
charts. If comparisons must be made (and they 
must) then Duran Duran and Japan immediately 
spring to mind. All they really need is a hit single. 
<7% out of 10) Claire Sheaff (SMASH HITS) 

ON TOUR WITH 
CULTURE CLUB 
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“X^The Power o^ie: 
sleeve number one, contained inside 
a cross pink envelope, and beautiful, and hearts ...send it to your lover through the 
post. 

cjjjleeve number two.. . just wait and see." 

Happiness is made up 
Of a million tiny things ; 
That often pass unnoticed 
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AZTEC CAMERA 

NEW SINGLE 12" INCLUDES - STILL ON FIRE • MATTRESS OF WIRE0 
WALK OUT TO Wl NTER4- TH E BUG LE SOUN DS AG AI Ns- TH E BOY WON DERS4 

0RECORDED LIVE AT THE DOMINION THEATRE, LONDON -16.10.84 
♦ RECORDED LIVE AT BARROWLANDS BALLROOM, GLASGOW BY RADIO CLYDE'S MOBILE TWO - 6.10.84 

STILLON FIRE 



VISAGE: Beat Boy (Polydor) 
Some sort of cross between the Art 
Of Noise and The Glitter Band which 

AZTEC CAMERA: Still On Fire 
(WEA) On the back coyer Mr Frame 

flowery Scot Crolla trousers 
(achingly trendy London shop) and 
can therefore be assumed to be 
doing rather well these days. This 
enjoyable, jerky and singalongable 
item should justifiably ensure he 
does even better. Thumbs aloft. 

both on the same label, are both the 
title tracks of the LPs they come 
from, both have Tina Turner singing 
on them (she helps David B. out on 
his) and are both duller than the 
"riff" the band over the road from 
our house have been practising all 

ditchwater looks positively 
sparkling in comparison). Mr Bowie, 
I feel, should leave reggae well^ 

Ms Turner (or her record company) 
would be well advised to stop 
releasing singles off her only-good- 
in-places LP. This is the fifth one. 

THE ENEMY WITHIN: Strike 
(Rough Trade) "Grit in the syrup of 

extremely gritty British version of 
those American hip hop things built 

Arthur Scargill, not Malcolm X 
(although Keith LeBlanc, the man 
who did " Malcolm X", is 
responsible for this one's fearsome 
rhythm track) and the only problem 
is that Scargill's speechifying is a 
less melodic than, say, Martin 

profits go to the Miners' Solidarity 

JODY: Where The Boys Are 
(Mercury) At the risk of further 
offending Robert Smith's Smudged 
Lipstick of Queensland, Australia 
(Letters-November 8), may I report 

number in which the former third of 
Shalamar, Jody (clad these days in 

mould), expresses her wish to be in 
the company of some members of 
the opposite sex? Wei 
it is and it's very good t 



1984 for the love of big brother 
★ featuring the hit single SEXCRIME ★ 



ALBUMS 
2 trudges through c- 
: of old Dusty Springfield and 

Tamla Motown songs amongst 
i Pinky and Perky voice 

of time, (lout of 10) 

synths crank into action, drums 
skitter across a bouncing bass-line, 
and a pulse of menacing robo-funk is 

into sheer, grinding tedium. Aftei 
almost identical tracks, it's a relie 
when the album ends. (3 out of 10) 

total disregard for anything 
resembling a tune. Now it seems 
they’ve decided to go commercial. 
They shouldn’t have bothered. This 

MADONNA: Like A Virgin (Sire) 
Wrapped inside a sleeve dripping 
with sultry pictures of Madonna not 

wearing a lot lurks a good all- 

poignant memory and broken heart 
for good measure. Featuring the 
playing and production of trendy 
duo Nile Rodgers and Bernard 
Edwards, this can hold its head high 
in any record collection. (8 out of 10) 

written and played by her brother 
Ricki, who over the years has 
developed a very distinctive sounc 
His classy synthesizer arrangemer 
are reminiscent of '60s spy-film 

a tinge of excitement. Forget the naff 
cover, ignore the terrible lyrics, and 
you’re left with a pretty good album. 
(6% out of 10) 

ORANGE JUICE: The Orange Juice 
(Polydor) Some people find the 
irrepressible Edwyn Collins and his 
cheeky ironic love songs irritating 
and disposable; doubtless they’ll 
hate the arrogantly-titled “The 

ouplet, you’ll recognise these ne’ 

and comfortable without being that 

the book of tour photos (rather 

Sculpture (Epic) Frankly,- 
startling thing about this album is the 
outrageously pretentious 
sleevenotes. Ignore them (by farthe 
best thing to do) and you have a 

keyboards for light relief but really 

single “Skin Deep’’ - only not as 
haunting. And with singer Hugh 
Cornwell sounding as though he’s 

’ ' t week’s wages it descends 

plain depressing. (4 out of 10)^ ^ 

neil: neil’s Heavy Concept Album 
(WEA) If you own a copy of The 
Beatles’ “Sgt. Pepper’’ album and 

1 of your best friends are 

HAZELLDEAN: 

trendy hi-energy artiste,.. _ 
unfortunately no surprise to find this 
-n—i’s only worth it for the three hit 

Mr Kershaw is very keen to be seen 
as a Jack of all trades, sometimes 
slickly funky or bubblingly poppy 
then, suddenly, out and out heavy. It 
■" illently played and has that 

that voice producing ai- 
blend of the poignant and the 
ominous. I don’t think Eurythmics 
could make a bad record if they 
tried. (9 out of 10) 
Ian Cranna 

HOWARD 
plusSr,iJ ONES 

BIRMINGHAM INTERNATIONAL ARENA 
NATIONAL EXHIBITION CENTRE 

Friday 21 st December 7.30 p.m. 
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CHAKA KHAN ^ ■ 

ALISON MOYET ■ H 

GEORGE ■§ m m ■ II 
MICHAEL H M H H 

CARELESS §H H H 

MICHAEL 

CARELESS 
WHISPER 

MEATLOAF 

MODERN GIRL 

S.O.S. BAND 
JUST BE 

GOOD TO ME 

THE CARS 

DRIVE 

ZZ TOP 
GIMME ALL 

YOUR LOVIN’ 

THEJACKSONS 

BODY 

SADE 

SMOOTH OPERATOR 

SISTER SLEDGE 

LOST IN MUSIC 

BILLY OCEAN 
CARIBBEAN 

QUEEN 

CHICAGO 

HARD HABIT 
TO BREAK 

MIAMI SOUND 

MACHINE 

DR. BEAT 

WHAM! 
FREEDOM 

HOWARD 

JONES 

LIKE TO GET TO 
KNOW YOU WELL 

CYNDI LAUPER 
ALLTHROUGH 

THE NIGHT 

RAY PARKER 
JNR. 

GHOSTBUSTERS 

ALPHAVILLE 
BIG IN JAPAN 

DENIECE 

WILLIAMS 
LET’S HEAR IT 
FOR THE BOY 

PRINCE 
&THE 

REVOLUTION 

PURPLE RAIN 

THOMPSON 

TWINS 
SISTER OF MERCY 

THE 
STRANGLERS 

SKIN DEEP 

VAN HALEN 

JUMP 

AOAM ANT 

APOLLO 9 

KENNY 
LOGGINS 

FOOTLOOSE 

?OD STEWART 

LAURA 
BRANIGAN 

SELFCONTROL 

PAUL YOUNG 
I’M GONNA TEAR 

YOUR PLAYHOUSE 
DOWN 

NEIL 

HOLE IN MY SHOE 

32 ORIGINAL CHART HITS I 
THAT ARE HAPPENING NOW! 

|W|/uiea 

EVERYTHING 

BUT THE GIRL 
EACH AND 
EVERYONE 

SHAKIN’ 
STEVENS 

TEARDROPS 



QfflS Q0EEBEOB0EE 
Now I'm the kind of guy who don't believe 

That chivalry is dead no 
'Cause I believe a woman should he treated 

With the utmost respect 

Don't be ashamed don't say that love' 

walkaway 
w you yeah 
i s to blame 

(You'll And a heart) you'll find a heart 
That you’ve always been looking lor 

How could anybody ask for much more 
(More more more) 

Now I like opening doors 
Picking up (yeah) your hankie (yeah) oN the lloor 

Treat her like a lady 
(Treat her like a lady) 

Light a cigarette if she smokes even 
(Help her with her coat)yeah 

Treat her like a lady 
(Treatherlikealady) 

las young my mama used to say 
Boyawoman’slikeaflower 
With love on her you shower 

TREAT II LI A LADY 

Ever since thatdayherwi 

To treat my baby tender 

Repeatchorus 

Treat her like a lady (treat her like a lady) 

Light her cigarette it she smokes even 
(Help her with her coat) help her out 
Treat her like a lady (treat her like a lady) 
Compliment heron her hair 

Treat her like a lady 
jTreath ‘ 

To be a gentleman 
(Treat her like a lady) 
OMtharlllte treat her like 
Treatherlikealady) 
Treatherlikealady 

Words and music 0 Williams/O Woodson 
Reproduced by permission 
Jobete Music (UK) Ltd 
On Motown Records 

NEW 7" 

. 4-TRACK 12*7 
L SINGLE J 

^\ON 7<?. 

CUDDLY V 
STUCK-ON § 

. BEARD! £, 







ON RECORD f A Q Q 
OR CASSETTE J, ** . J 7 

WHSMITH & 



I A lii ii m Il'S NOTHING p AlllOSI NOTHING) UW CUNT ANSWER. SEND H A POSTCARD:1 'IDA, GET SMART. SMASH HITS, 52-55 CARNABY STREET. LONDON WIV Iff. 

once. The symbol R stands for Riggs and, he 
adds, “was swiped out of a book of mystical 
gibberish”. Although Derek'sonly "sort of friendly” 
with the band, he tends to get flown to “strange, 
exotic places" when his services are required. 
How they work is that “they throw in a bit of an idea 
and I throw in a bit. It's like a jigsaw puzzle and I go 
away and sort it all out”. For this he earns a 
"reasonable living" but, in the future, he'd also like 
to write books, learn to play his new synthesiser 
and work in the film industry. His advice to budding 

and that an Art School diploma definitelyten't 
necessary". 
Is there anywhere I could get hold of a ZZ 
Top keyring? There was one shown on 
the video of “Gimme All Your Lovin’” on 
Top Of The Pops the other night. 
Frank Beard's Moustache, High Wycombe. 

(catalogue no. NE1261). Unfortunately, the 12” of 
“Relax (Sex Mix)" has finally been deleted. They 
put out around 200,000 copies of it so it's unlikely 
this version will become a 'collector's item’ for 
quite some time yet. 
Simon Bates recently played a record 
called “Dark Glasses”, a song found on 
the B-side of Nik Kershaw’s single, “I 
Won’t Let The Sun Go Down On Me”. 
Instead of Nik singing, however, it was a 
girl. Can you tell me who she is? 
Georgina White, Ashbourne. 
She's Edwina Lawrie and - claim to fame! - 
younger sister of Lulu. She first heard the track on 
a Nik Kershaw demo tape and “knew immediately 
itwasexactlytherightsong”.Apartfrombeinga 
Panther/MCA recording artiste, she's a part-time 
TV presenter and appeared alongside that 
computer onthe Saturday morning pop Show 

They're available from the American branch of the 
ZZ Top Fan Club—see the above ad taken from 
the newsletter, Top Newzz (yes!) - but you do have 
to become a member to qualify. Write to: ZZ Top 
International Fan Club, PO Box 19744, Dept. TN, 
Houston, Texas 77224, USA. Gimme all your 

Can you find out whether the theme 
music from The Tube, by Jeff Beck and 
Trevor Horn, is available on record. Also, 
is it still possible to buy the original 12" of 

Stuart Tailon, Glasgow. 
Titled “Star Cycle", the theme tune was included 
on last year's K-tel compilation, simply titled “The 
Tube". The album includes tracks by U2, Wham! 

she says, “at last my career has begun and it's 

Could you tell me how old Bruce 
Springsteen is, where he was born and 
whether he’s married or not. 
Betty, Wolverhampton. 
Quite o\d at 35, he was born on September 23, 
1949 in New Jersey, USA. He's yet to get hitched 
and is currently unattached, having separated 
from one-time girlfriend, photographer Lynn 
Goldsmith, some time back. 

grateful if you could give us a list of all 
Ultravox records released on Chrysalis. 
Also, could you tell us if any of them are 
married? 
Paegan, At and Liz, Basildon. 
Kicking off in June, 1980, singles were: 
"Sleepwalk", “Passing Strangers” (Oct '80), 
"Vienna" (Jan '81), “All Stood Still" (May '81), 
“TheThin Wall” (Aug '81), “The Voice” (Oct'81), 
“Reap The Wild Wind" (Oct'82),“Hymn” (Nov 
'82), “Visions In Blue” (Mar '83), "We Came To 
Dance" (April ’83), “One Small Day" (Jan '84), 
"Dancing With Tears In My Eyes" (May ’84), 
“Lament” (Jul ’84) and “Love’s Great Adventure”' 
(Oct ’84). Albums: “Vienna" (Jul '80), “Rage In 
Eden" (Sept'81), “Quartet" (Oct '82), 
“Monument" (Oct '83), “Lament" (Mar ’84) and 
"Ultravox: The Collection" (Nov '84). Finally, only 
keyboards player Billy Currie has a wife- he 
married Judy two years ago. 



NewUDI from Maxell. 
Y)uVe never heard 

atapelikeit 

But then, there)? never 
been atape like it. 

New UDI brings music to life in a way 
you’ve never heard before from a low-cost 
cassette. The reason: a completely new type of 
tape coating, composed of extra dense magnetic 
particles. 

When you record, they soak up sound far 
more efficiendy than conventional particles. 

When you play back, they deliver a higher 
volume of sound with less noise. 

Together with punchier bass, steadier high 

notes and a detailed and dynamic musical picture. 
No less remarkable than the tape is the 

cassette shell it comes in. 
It’s built to hairbreadth tolerances to keep 

the tape precisely aligned to your tape head. 
That way, the stereo channels are exactly 

matched, to give you a stereo image so vivid it’s 
3-dimensional. 

All this for no more than you’d pay for an 
ordinary tape. 

maxelliEi] 
Break the sound barrier 

Maxell (UK) Ltd, 1 Tyburn Lane, Harrow, Middlesex, HA 13AF. Tel: 01-423 0688. 

€) 



QUEEN 
&■ 

THI 

Featuring 

RADIO GAGA 
IT'S A HARD LIFE 

I WANT TO BREAK FREE 
HAMMER TO FALL 

AVAILABLE ON 
STEREO VHS & BETA HI-FI 

VHS.-MVT9900102 
BETA: MXT990010 4 
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TENDERNESS IS A WEAKNESS 
A NEW SINGLE FROM MARC ALMOND 



proudly presents 

four new singles 

mikey dread - 'reggae hitshot' 
dep 12 dep 12-12 

winston reedy - 'baby love' 
dep 13 dep 13-12 

echo base - 'out of my reach' 
dep 14 dep 14-12 

ub4o - 'riddle me' 
dep 15 dep 15-12 
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 FRANKIE GOES TO HOLLYWOOD 

PAUL 



On a beach far, far away. Independence. 

Out on the town with you^^gg^. that’s what saving means. 

FRIENDS. BEHIND THE WHEE^HHeS^ FREEDOM FROM OTHER 

ON AN OPEN ROAD. PEOPLE AND THEIR 

IN A PLACE OF YOUR OWN-jW^BivjPP MONEY 

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK. NOW DOESN’T THAT 

OR WHEREVER YOU LIKE. SOUND LIKE FUN TO YOU? 

/ Britannia 
/ Building Society 



TEARS 

SHOUT 
A 6 minute single 
On 7 inch & limited 10 inch 

for extended dynamic range 

Produced by Chris Hughes 

IDEA 8 &IDEA8I0 



★ “BET atsi’E- 
THE SMASH HITS toothb™sh?heeleCtnC 

“NOT A LOT 
OF PEOPLE 
KNOW THAT” Man^LouTOg^ns* a cocktail 

id)WantHookerinr.AV 

QUIZ time. ” From which chart hit of 

SS^tteBush 

If you get all this lot right 
Ch^nEord)°nstAto 

then you’re a great deal 
more wonderful than us 

Pu^sMtotonc^Banana 

lot in the office (who all 
did rather badly). Your 

TreerbyOawn?. 

Questionmaster: Tom 
Hibbert. 

c) Chris Hunter m Crossroads or 

SSri 
O’Toole d) Hazel O’Connor and 
Midge Ure e) Peter Powell and 

Hazell Dean g) Chrissie Hynde 
and Jim Kerr h) Adam Ant and 

d) Fred Gee in Coronation 

5 What do Ronald Biggs and ||Sg 

ssrrCbXp 
Kinnock m* d^Ken Livingston? 

6 Is Phil Lynott’s father-in-law 

WMeSFiend“e 
And The Revolution or d) SPK? 29^ Whichgroup released .an 

lg|k* 
Shakin’ Stevens appear? Was it 

t^rt^Rocky Simthsc) Killing Joke or d) Tel 

9 In which TV show does the 
character Tommy McCardle ip~ b) 40 c) I3ord) None at all? 

d) Princess Michael Of Kent? 

under the name‘Larry Lurex? 

Im 
© 



We’ve got 
Christmas taped 

down at WH.Smith 



VIRGIN RECORD STORES 

FOR RECORDS AND TAPES WRAP IT UP AT VIRGIN 



ROD 
STEWART 

NEW SINGLE 

TROUBLE 
AVAILABLE ON 7 ' & 12" 

7" W911 5 12" W911 5T 









1 Includes ■ 

the Hit Singles - 

SEARCHIN’ 

WHATEVER I DO 
(WHEREVER I GO) 

BACK IN MY ARMS 
(ONCE AGAIN) 

I PROTO] 



Featuring Body Talk 
Just an Illusion and 
Music & Lights 

* Il—l. 
The new single 7^7 

I % 

IT 
4? See IMAGINATION live at 

The HAMMERSMITH ODEON 
on 20th and 21st DECEMBER 
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"f l<r/-e oi meoi- 5e*3 

Certainly- ct^*refefc€s 
«4id eoffee to «jtv 
absurd eftreine.'&.vsme 
+o on Indian re*shxw«»,ot 
and. l*m -yours'*' 

"Obviously there's the oft-repeated story of how it's difficult to keep 
boyfriend/girlfriend situation together in a normal sense." 

Ah yes, how are things with Alannah, hmmm? 
"This is the subject of great public debate Jsn't it?^e smiles. "My 

dose. I'm similarly dose to Joe." ' UP ° " WeareVery 
Hey, three in a bed! 
"You're not the first to get on to that one," he teases right back. "But 

we are very close. We're not just musicians in the same group. We're nc 
just business partners. We're more than gooJ friends. 

"People who paint the picture of Alannah and I as John Lennon and 
Yoko Ono are... offbeam," he concludes, choosing his words carefully. 
Having thus muddied the waters ever more, he now refuses to be drawn 
further. These relationships, he says, are much too precious to be 

absurd extreme. Take me 
eal - sex, certainly - cigarettes and coffee to an 

, _me to an Indian restaurant and I'm yours! It's a b 
of a problem actually - my manager has already researched the best 
Indian restaurants in Paris to get his own way." 
With his silk shirt, brocade waistcoat, double row of pearls and a new s 
of eyebrows, Joe Leeway looks almost totally different. Has his role in 
the group changed too? 

"I tend to be the minister without portfolio, if you like, which is the 
way I like it," he offers affably. "I'll come along with a bass line or 

, a little piece-and Tom and I'll discuss it. He 

From 4be Bfi*k>n 
*(>«<• tmervt in P'a> 

pearls* No dtouUr 
have 5 o«« posh. 
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can play more or less anything - Match Of The Day without looking - so 
) if we have an idea we can put it in a framework very quickly. 

"Or I'll go up to Alannah and shell be doing her lyrics, and I'll sit with 
her while Tom's putting the rest of it together downstairs. I tend to 
ping-pong between the two. 

"The thing that I think is Joe Leeway is just being a catalyst, which in > 
the public eye is really difficult to see," he chuckles. "But it's no 
problem, never has been. It's like when I was in the theatre - it was the 
same thing, just letting it percolate, an injection here, a little bit there. 
It's better as a director than an upfront actor." 

"Oh, the dirt and the grime and the rubbish -1 love it!" Alannah Currie, 
some three days later, is clearly delighted to be back in London, however 
brief her stay. Still a little shakey from the 'flu, she's nevertheless in a 
very chirpy mood and, it seems, much more confident and less defensive 
than of old. So why this sudden enthusiasm for decadence? 

"When I was in Ireland," she explains, referring to the Twins' previous 
writing stint in a castle just outside Dublin some three months ago, "I 
saw this really amazing painting of a guy in an opium den and I just fell in 
love with it, and I'm not really one for paintings. I just sat there and 
stared at it - it was iust so romantic. It seemed to conjure up loads of 
things from my childhood - dreams of strange planets and strange 
things, an underworld - something much more mysterious and 

ingerous than fairy tales." 
The clothes themselves came from their last American tour when 
annah's hand was forced by having to get a new look together for a 

ng to do? I don't know any shops 

"I SWnett- 
jus* -M«A *Hec 

sflline&s 
Serious +Wrvg$ 

by stee.* 

It also goes, she feels, very much with the dream-like quality that's 
being introduced into their new material. 

"I don't really know how to explain it. but it's double existence. And 
the fact that things aren't always what they seem. For example, bats can 
h*»;*r sounds that you and I can't hear. So our other senses - surely we're 

nscious of a small amount? At certain times in your life you do get 
reness of something else, so it's like looking for that something. 
I of course I must have my jokes within it, which is why there are 
: vulgar pearls. I would much prefer to wear huge tacky artificial 
ry than the real stuff. I love silliness, just total utter silliness and 
‘rious things side by side. Maybe that's what I mean by dual 

Like Joe, Alannah has grown her eyebrows back and looks much the 
better for it, but something is missing. 

"The hat has gone, alas and alack," she sighs in mock mournful tones. 
"Why? I don't know. You just fall in love with that hat, you fall out of 

love with that hat. Things just aren't the same between us!" Does she feel ] 
that hat, Riving as it did the appearance of a cartoon character fron 
Bisto packet, might have done her desire to be taken seriously a 

"Perhaps," she shrugs. "It's done me a lot of service as well, am* 
* s 1 - - not I don't real1....—J “ —!— e I loved it passionate 

OAckst-ceefs +• <*- lw\i\Ary 
Pctww Sf'ly he\+s 4-0 sMfccvnd 

abOtab ft5 -Ha« 'fhem*»SonTw*nS 

Len* w* cv. qwrAj so'fs Ion Ccoruux 





GRATIS QUO 
YOU COULDN’T FIT ALL QUO’S HITS ON ONE ALBUM, SO WE PUT THEM ON TWO. 

24 GREAT HITS ON A DOUBLE ALBUM THAT WON’T COST YOU DOUBLE. 
GET12 GOLD BARS VOL II FOR AROUND £5.99 AT BRANCHES OF GREENS AT 

DEBENHAMS, OUR PRICE, HMV, VIRGIN, W H SMITH AND ALL GOOD RECORD SHOPS, 
AND GET12 GOLD BARS VOL I FREE IN THIS DOUBLE ALBUM SET. 12 GOLD BARS 

VOLSI+11-THE DEFINITIVE QUO COLLECTION. 

BREAK THE RULES . AGAIN & AGAIN. SIDE TWO: MYSTERY SONG . ROLL OVER LAY DOWN . RAIN . WILD SIDE OF LIFE . 
WHATEVER YOU WANT. LIVING ON AN ISLAND . 12 GOLD BARS VOLUME TWO, SIDE ONE: WHAT YOU'RE PROPOSIN . 

LIES. SOMETHING ’ BOUT YOU BABY I LIKE. DON'T DRIVE MY CAR . DEAR JOHN . ROCK N' ROLL. SIDE TWO: 
OL RAG BLUES . MESS OF BLUES. MARGUERITA TIME. GOING DOWN TOWN TONIGHT .THE WANDERER. CAROLINE 

phonogram DOUBLE ALBUM QUOTV 2 DOUBLE CASSETTE QUOMC 2 



THE ORANGE J 
THE REAL ORANG 
(Beware of cheap imitations) 
Superb new album and cassette 
Double Play cassette includes a whole 
side of the original 12" mixes of 
I CAN’T HELP MYSELF 
RIP IT UP 
LOVE SICK 
FLESH OF MY FLESH 
OUT FOR THE COUNT 
WHAT PRESENCE?! 
LEAN PERIOD 
Initial quantities of the record available in a gatefold 

ICE 



Welcome to the Pleasuredome ♦ 
Frankie Goes JLCk 

to Hollywood E Wi<t? 

John Menzies 
For people who appreciate music... and money. 

Record departments throughout Britain, with a huge selection of albums, 7" and 12" singles, tapes, accessories and record tokens. 



‘EVERYTHING MUST CHANGE’ 
ON 7"& EXTENDED 12" 

© 







of £50,000 on videos which no 
ever see is more than just “a naxi iuea . 
It is a prime example of his thoughtless 
selfish vanity and outsized ego. 
Kathryn W., Portsmouth. 

Dear Black Type, 
I hate to sound boring (which means 

Tm going to be exactly that) but I’ve 
just got to get up on my high horse. I 
should be extremely interested to 
know how Sade, the Mighty Wah!, the 
Style Council, Wham! and others can 

“Morrisey & Company Realtors". 
Morrisey, I exclaim. Later I went back 
to get a picture of it and here it is. 
Jennifer Minasian, Pasadena. 

Pushing aside reports of Scar gill’s 
“bully boys”, and without trying to drag 
in the pros and cons of the dispute, 
nobody can deny that the miners strike 
is voluntary. Whereas the horrific 
tragedy of the Ethiopian famine is not. 
But do we hear of the people in the 
money clambering to the aid of Oxfam 
and other worthy charities with 
donations, benefits gigs etc. to attempt 
even to begin putting this right? No. 

Club or Spandau Ballet for a Royal 
Trust thang, they might oblige. Could 
Sade not offer some cash? She can 
easily spend £240 on a raincoat. Tm 
sure Duran Duran could spare a few 
bob and if the Ethiopians were paid up 
members of the Labour Party maybe 
Paul Weller, Heaven 17 and Billy Bragg 
would see their way to care. 

UTTERS 
of traffic reports, a beaker of Um 
Bongo and a bowl of Bran Flakes 
(“They’re tasty, tasty, very very 
tasty”!!), I’m raringto go!!! If you 
need further proof, see the snap 

matter) listen to Laser 558? They play 
the same boring records day after day 
and they’re totally out of touch with the 
British music scene. Everyone says 
that the DJs hardly speak. Well, I think 

you take away the *p’ and the V and 
the ‘e’ and the T and the ‘a’ and the V 

proutandrepl 
tVa’.Y.’cVe’ 

•er read? Makes you think, 

Dear Black Type, 
Just to put you straight on something; 

in the October 25 issue you replied to 

gang have switched o_ 
Crossroads.” Then later, and again I 
quote, you said “Pass The Parcel 
cancelled; gang are glued to The 
Krypton Factor. "Now to get straight to 
the point, this could not have 
happened. Because The Krypton 
Factoris on Mondays. Therefore you 
are saying that the party was on a 

, Monday. But Crossroads is not on a 
1|| Monday. So you therefore lied to u 

faithful reader-' 
Holtyjohnson 
Yarmouth. 

Ho, ho, Mr Smarty Pants! Just 

A Disagreeable Wham! Fan. 

Dear Black Type,, 

Morrissey’s hearing aid back? When 
he reviewed the singles oe' 
he obviously missed it bi 
records he only liked su- 
making Duran’s crappy song Single of 
the Fortnight. . .Well! I don’t know 
how he had the cheek to slag off 
everyone from Status Quo to Cyndi 
Lauper. He says her album was “She’s 
so incredibly boring”. Huh. He can 
talk! At least she has produced three 
good different records. All The Smiths 
records are the same but slower each 
time. He wouldn’t know a good song if 

and bit him on the leg. it came up and bit hin 
Starfox, Chislehurst, i 

I’ve just finished reading Morrissey’s 

vv nai s Happened to The Sound Of 
Music??? Up until last year I sat at home 
glued to the box but now this 
Christmas it isn’t on. What’s the Beeb 
going to do about it eh? I might have tc 
do something drastic like watch ITV. 
Julie Andrews Fan, Reading. 

the most banal and pretentious load of 
drivel ever to reach my ears. 
Boy George’s Colossal Ego, 
Norwood, London. 

If, even in the depths of Cornwall, all 
you pick u-1 —**- 
then all I c 

decide not to show Chitty Chitty 

(unlike John Taylor). I did not believe 
before that Morrissey had any brains 
but he has proved me wrong. Please 
keep him on. 
Lenny The Lion. 

ion to your review of the 
lomance single, you ask if 
; any worse group than 
‘-Well, yes there is- 

[ absolutely hate Modem 
it they are fractionally 
ou because you’re SO 

operation, soothing me gently from 

Dear Nik Kershaw’s Snood (Letters, 
October 25), 

Did you know that ifyou did the ^ 

and ‘a’, move the V back a space, place 
in an ‘o’, slap the ’n’ back in and bung 
an ’e’ on the end, you get an accurate 
description of what they really are - 

The One And Only Jellybean, 

Dear Cathy Oldham {Letters, October 

If you don’t like the man, fair enough, 
but you must agree that his music has 
originality. Heavy metal music is the 
best in the world. The bands can 
actually play guitar. Listen to the 
guitaring on "Mr Crowley” by Ozzy 
and then listen to the guitaring of some 
non-metal bands (e.g. Frankie, Wham! 
etc.) and I challenge you to see who 
comes out top. Randy Rhoades was 

© 



destined to be one of the world’s top 
guitarists before his death. 

Tm sure that if you meet Ozzy, you 

By the way, if you’re wondering what 

Pringles, bleached jeans, Nike trainers 

Fungus Face Of The Hidden Riders Of 

throughout the world. It is called 
‘breaking’ and its symptoms are very 
easy to recognise. Firstly the victims 
start putting on their caps back-to- 
front then they try to twist their way 
through the floorboards. Not v tubular 
eh? But wait, I have not finished. Tliere 
is also a side effect to it. This happens 
when the victims develop nervous 
twitches. They try to cover this by 
saying they are ‘popping’ but don't be 
fooled - we all know popping is 

and I quote . --,— 
plain stupidest video goes to Black 
Lace for “Agadoo". Bizarre because 
they didn’t even have a video.” Well, 
when I was at the local pub, I put on tl 

Dear Black Type, 
Hello. If s me again. Remember? Tm 

the Duran fan who wrote to you about 
the mistake in last year’s rather 
wonderful Smash Hits Yearbook. Well, 
I thought you ought to know about 
some of the clangers in this year’s even 

Dear Black Type, 
“What is a grockle?” you ask 

(Letters, November 8). You mean to 
say you’ve never seen a grockle? A 
grockle is someone, preferably with a 
heavy accent, who saves up all year to 
go abroad on holiday, takes the whole 

ire Perry Como fans 

on: Why does jo Callis 

I totally disagree with the above 

A Disagreeable Wham! Fan. 

right - it should be Borehamwood) was 
dead boring (or words to that effect). I 
would like to ask him if he has ever 
been to Borehamwood because if he 

who cares? I like living here. So befor 
Malcolm McLaren starts criticising 
towns, I suggest he visits them first. 

tis.Ifthisisthei 

Kajagoogoo? 
OK, must go now. Tm not the sort of 

person to nit-pick for long. Just let me 
tell you that when I work for you the 

Grockles? Well, you feelsonyfox' 
them, really, don’t you? 
Dear Black Type, 

I totally disagree with the above 

A Disagreeable Wham! Fan. 

We get no bands here and our biggest 
excitement is talking to the local emu 
or, failing that, the water tank. 

The nearest place for bands is 
Cavins which is 80 miles away and that 
is a very slow, winding drive through 

i forest. Even 

My flat mate recently had to travel 
those 80 miles just to buy our copy of 
c™», ~”T two local drongo 

0 



Join up the dots to find this 
exciting star of stage, screen & television 

If still stumped, turn to next page... 



DATES 

Torquay 400 Club (30), Bristol _ 
PavHion Theatre (2), Londo^ Heaven I 
(3). Birmingham Triangle Theatre (2/" B 

Coasters Hoochey CoochyC 

asss 

A NEW SINGLE*7" b/w CLOSE TO THE EDGE-12" b/w CLOSE TO THE EDGE & RED DANCE 
AVAILABLE IN LIMITED EDITION 7" GATEFOLD SLEEVE 

BRONSKI BEAT 
© 



neil’s 

HEAVY CONCEPT 
album 

AWorkofArt? 

Available on Album & Cassette 

(Cassette includes Extra Verbal Meanderings) 

Not available on Compact Disc. 



•BEFORinjlTIOn* 

SPANDAU BALLET 
NEW 7 & 12" SINGLE 

“round & round” 

7" Version includes 
“True” (recorded live). 
AVAILABLE AS A 
STRICTLY LIMITED 
EDITION GATEFOLD 
BOOKLET 

12" Version includes 
“True” (recorded live), 
and the additional track 

“Gold” (recorded live). 
AVAILABLE AS A 
STRICTLY LIMITED 
EDITION GATEFOLD 
SLEEVE FEATURING 
AN EXCLUSIVE NEW 
PHOTO SESSION. 
SPANDAU BALLET WORLD PARADE 

28 Nov. DUBLIN R.D.S. 29 Nov. DUBLIN R.D.S. 30 Nov. BELFAST, MAYSFIELD LEISURE CENTRE 1 Dec. BELFAST, MAYSFIELD 
LEISURE CENTRE 4 Dec. WEMBLEY ARENA 5 Dec. Wembley Arena 6 Dec. WEMBLEY ARENA 7 Dec. WEMBLEY ARENA 

8 Dec. WEMBLEY ARENA 9 Dec. WEMBLEY ARENA 14 Dec. DEESIDE LEISURE CENTRE 15 Dec. N.E.C. BIRMINGHAM 
16 Dec. N.E.C. BIRMINGHAM 17 Dec. N.E.C. BIRMINGHAM 18 Dec. ROYAL HIGHLAND EXHIBITION CENTRE, INGLISTON ‘THE 

PRINCE’S TRUST’ 19 Dec WHITLEY BAY ICE RINK 20 Dec. WHITLEY BAY ICE RINK 21 Dec. BRIGHTON CENTRE 
22 Dec. BRIGHTON CENTRE 23 Dec. BOURNEMOUTH INTERNATIONAL CENTRE 24 Dec. BOURNEMOUTH INTERNATIONAL 

CENTRE 27 Dec. SHEPTON MALLET 



When Depeche Mode were in Berlin a few months ago, 
they got a bit drunk while doing an interview and let a 
photographer take some “very dodgy” photos. “We 

stripped off and that.” The next morning they had to buy 
the negatives back to make sure they didn’t get printed 

anywhere. They’re still a bit worried that they didn’t get all 

the negatives back . . . 

Depeche Node 
SIRRHOE BUT TRUE! 
■MHWBMBWBWMMMMIMiiMMIIMMBIlifllillillllfWrilTiiHill i ffifll WIT 

We’ve got more stories about Depeche Mode. Loads more. When Neil Tennant 
(words) and Paul Rider (photos) joined the band’s tour in Leicester, they discovered 
it wasn’t all games of Scrabble and early nights with a mug of hot cocoa. There’s 

more torrid tales down below and over the page. . . 

ARMPITS! 
■ The man who 
drives their tour 
coach spends a lot of 
time waiting for the 
group outside theatres. 
He whiles away the time 
by chatting to fans: 
“They ask some really 
weird questions.” Like 
what? “Well, one of 

them wanted to know if 
Dave Gahan shaves his 
armpits.” 

LEATHER 
MINISKIRT! 

■ Martin Gore wears 
a leather mini-skirt 
on stage. He bought it 
at Kensington Market in 

■ DaveGahan. 
singer, 22 years old. 
Recently moved out of 
his mum’s house to his 
own house in Basildon. 
Is it in the posh bit of 
Basildon? “There isn’t a 
posh bit of Baz.” The 
moodiest of the group, 
he often sits by himself 
at the back of the coach 
and before concerts 
looks drawn and 
nervous. Afterwards 
he’s friendly and 
relaxed, smiles and 
jokes with the rest of the 
group, but admits about 
touring: “You can get 
quite lonely, really.” 

London and wears it 
rather fetchingly with 
leather trousers and a 
girl'sslipthatafan left 
hanging on their tour 
coach. Drinking in the 
hotel bar after their 
show in Leicester, a fan 
asks Christina, Martin's 
girlfriend: “Is Martin 
kinky?” They laugh. 

BUM 
WIGGLER! 

■ DaveGahan has 

accomplished bum- 
wiggler on stage, as 
well as shaking his 
pelvis in a very 
suggestive way. If you 
think that Depeche 
Mode are a bunch of 
solemn, synthesiser¬ 
programming boffins, 
you’d be amazed at the 
waves of screaming that 
they arouse. A lot of the 
creditforthismustbe 
taken by Dave whose 
energetic performance 
is one of the most sexy 
to be seen on a stage 
anywhere at the 

Martin Gore, 23 
years old, writes most of 
Depeche Mode’s songs. 
He lives with his 
German girlfriend, 
Christina in a flat in 
Berlin: “We’ll not se 
’til January, though.” On 
tour he chats to 
Christina, chuckles a 
lot, reads books on Nazi 
Germany and drinks 
Pils or Dutch Grolsh 
beer. On stage he wears 
a leather mini-skirt, 
plays keyboards, bangs 
some metal pipes and 
sings one song, 

moment. 

ATSCHOOL 
WITHALF! 
■ Fletch reminisces 
about being in the 
sixth form at school 
with Alison Moyet. He 
still knows her. “I don’t 
think she'd have been 
successful if she hadn’t 

met Vince - she’d never 
have had the 
opportunity. But she 
deserves it. She's got a 
great voice. 1 haven’t 
seen her for about six 
months, though.” 

A RULER! 
■ Christina cuts 
Martin's hair. In 



STRANGE BUT TRUE! 
Leicester she nipped 
outtobuyarulertocut 
straight partings 
through the hair at the 
side of his head. 

REALLY 
ORGANISED 
FANS! 
■ If you're a really 
togetherlan, how do 
you get close to your 
favourite group? 
Hang round the back of 
the theatre hoping to 
catch a glimpse of 
them? Chat up the 
roadies in the hope that 

they’ll introduce you to 
DaveGahan? No, really 
organised fans book 
into the same hotel as 
the group and very 
casually wander into the 
bar after the show for a 
drink with the group. Or 
maybe join them for 
breakfast in the 
morning. In Leicester 
five fans crammed into 
one room in the same 
hotel as Depeche Mode 
and were to be found 
chatting to them after 
their concert and 
watching Martin and 
Alan swimming the next 
morning. 

Kilburn, London, 
doesn’t come from 
Basildon, writes a few 
songs. On stage he 
plays keyboards, makes 
lots of weird noises on 
an Emulator, and bangs 
a piece of corrugated 
iron (although it’s not 
miked up). He comes 
across as the most 
suave and 
sophisticated of the 
group, seems to go to 
bed the latest and never 
gets ratty. Maintains his 
hairstyle with pots of gel 
and is a keen 
photographer. 

SEEN WITH A 
BRIEFCASE! 
■ The group manage 
themselves, sharing 
responsibilities. Alan 
is the secretary and 
deals with 
correspondence. He's 
normally to be seen with 
a briefcase, dishing out 
photographs to be 
signed. DaveGahan 
“deals with the bank” 
(Barclays, Basildon) 
and helps to organise 
their merchandise. 
Andy Fletcher is in 
charge of VAT 
payments and liases 
with their music 
publisher and booking 



agents. Martin Gore, 
according to Fletch, is 
“a lazy bastard”. That 
means he writes most ot 
the songs and isn’t 
expected to do anything 
else. 

TIZER! 
■ Before each 
concert the group 
and their road crew 
eat a meal cooked for 
them backstage. Alan 
and Martin don’t eat the 
lamb chops every one 
else is munching 
because they're both 
vegetarians. And only 
Martin drinks a can of 
lager with his food - the 
rest opt for either Tizer 

or Vimto (it’s a really 
crazy rock-and-roll life 
on the road!). While they 
eat the caterers play a 
tape of old songs by The 
Eagles and Steve Miller. 
Dave Gahan sings along 
with‘Abracadabra’. 

MENTAL! 
■ This tour of Britain 
was Depeche Mode’s 
longest-ever: 29 
dates. Which places do 
they like playing best? 
“Liverpool,” says Alan. 
“They go mental there. 
And Ireland. We 
couldn’t get out of our 
hotel in Dublin because 
so many people were 
out there. I think it's 

because they don't get 
so many bands over 
there.” 

They’re now off on a 
long European tour, an 
exhausting prospect for 
them. “It’s pretty much 
the same every night, so 
it can get a bit boring,” 
admits Alan. “The worst 
thing is finding 
something to fill in three 
hours in a hotel 
bedroom in the 
afternoon. I take 
photographs to relieve 
the boredom. I can’t 
write songs or anything, 
neither can Martin. 
There’s something 
about touring that stops 
you doing that.” 

■ Andy Fletcher 
(known as “Fletch”), 23 
years old, lives with his 
girlfriend and her mum 

in their house in 
Basildon. He’s never 
considered living 
anywhere else: “It’s 
whatyou’reusedto, I 
suppose." Off stage he 
wears glasses, looks a 
bit like a cheeky 
schoolboy and chats 
easily to fans. Likes to 
wind up their coach 
driver by messing 
around on the walkie- 
talkie that links them 
with him when they’re 
backstage. Plays 
keyboards on stage and 
occasionally waves his 
arms about. 





away the years 
re still so clear 

And though they talked for just a I 
Hesawthe meeting as a tiny t 

And so Louise waved from the bus 
And as she left she gave that smile 

As if they were still lovers 
Words and music Callis/Oakey/Wright 

Reproduced by permission Sound Diagrams Ltd/Warner 
Virgin MusicPubs Ltd 

On Virgin Records 



STUFF THE TURKEYS 
THIS CHRISTMAS! 

'Now that's what I call 
music,' the compilation series 
that makes the others sound 
like pork scratchings, is back for 
Christmas with Now 4. 

Thirty two original chart-hoggin' 
hits on one piggin'great double-album 
or cassette. And don't forget there's the compact 
disc and Now 4 Video. 

Make sure you get a trotter in your stocking, 
insist on Now 4. 

RECORD 1 SIDE 1 
1 paul McCartney 
*'No More Lonely Nights (Special Dance Mix)' 

2 GIORGIO MORODER with PHILIP OAKEY 
'Together In Electric Dreams' 

3 BRONSKIBEAT 
'Why?' 

4 LIMAHL 
'The Never Ending Story' 

5 NICK HEYWARD 

6 JOHN WAITE 
'Missing You' 

7 MICHAELJACKSON 
'Farewell My Summer Love' 

8 LIONEL RICHIE 
'Hello' 

RECORD 1 SIDE 2 
9 CULTURE CLUB 

'The War Song' 
10 ELTON JOHN 

'Passengers' 
11 JULIAN LENNON 

'Too Late For Goodbyes' 
12 THE STYLE COUNCIL 

'Shout To The Top' 
13 THOMPSONTWINS 

'Doctor! Doctor!' 
14 HEAVEN 17 

'Sunset Now' 
15 THE KANE GANG 

'Respect Yourself' 
16 TINA TURNER 

'Private Dancer' 

RECORD 2 SIDE 1 
1 QUEEN 

'It's A Hard Life' 
2 STATUS QUO 

The Wanderer' 
3 BIG COUNTRY 

'East Of Eden' 
4 U2 

'Pride (In The Name Of Love)' 
5 FEARGAL SHARKEY 

'Listen To Your Father' 
6 O.M.D. 

'Tesla Girls' 
7 KIM WILDE 

'The Second Time' 
8 NIK KERSHAW 

'Human Racing' 

RECORD 2 SIDE 2 
9 RAY PARKER JR. 

'Ghostbusters (Searchin'ForThe Spirit)' 
10 UB40 

11 POINTErfsiSTERS 
'Jump (ForMyLove|' 

12 LEVEL42 
'Hot Water' 

13 EURYTHMICS 
'Sexcrime (Nineteen Eighty-Four)' 

14 ROCKWELL 
'Somebody's Watching Me' 

15 MALCOLM MCLAREN 
'Madam Butterfly' 

16 EUGENEWILDE 
'Gotta Get You Home Tonight' 



OUT NOVEMBER 26th. 
Remember; to complete your collection "Now that's what I call music" volumes 1,2 and 3 
are still available on double album, cassette and video. 



“DETROIT ~MY JVAME IS “PRINCE AN 



»I’VE COME T0 PLAY ‘WITH YOU...” 



THE SONY TAPE 
ROCKREVlEWf 
WITH THREE oes 

The Sony Tape Rock Review captures the sights, sounds, flavour 
and attitudes of today's Rock World. 

Reviews of the top thirty current bands and performers, . 
evaluate their music, looks, lifestyles and opinions. Feature articles 

. focus on specific aspects of Rock, such astours, the making 
f c§Vot a rock promo, and dance trends. Packed with colour 

pictures, this book-wilt make aperfect gift, and will provide 
an in-depth insight - sometimes controversial, often witty - 

/// of the exciting, ever changing music scene. 

Wf ' ’ Be best thing about Rock Review is that it copies at a 
f very speciatpnce when you buy 3 HfS-90 or 4 HF-90 audio. 

- tapes from your Sony Tape Dealer 

So look for the special packs S»C~)"N"Yr 
at your Sony Tape Dealer today LI.V 
Before stocks reach rock bottom . I 



BANANARAMA 
EURYTHMICS 



“WITH U2 
A NIGHTS 

IT’S A 
They’re the kind of group 
you either love or hate. 
Peter Martin went to the 
Manchester Apollo to ask a 
few people why. Paul Rider 
took the photos. 
“The only real music around." 
“They are a voice for the youth." 
"They bring people together." 
"After a concert you just can't 
help but glow.” 

Mild praise this Is not. 
“They” are U2 and those are 
just a few of the responses from 
their fans before the concert at 
Manchester’s Apollo Theatre. It 
seems that for many, In the light 
of pop music's current flirtation 
with the shocking orthejust plain 
stupid, U2 stand out as some kind 
of saviours - as the last bastion of 
a music of real worth. No-one I 
spoke to 9ald they lust “quite 
liked” them - with U2 It's all or 

Then again there was no 'typical' 
explanation for such a committed 
reply. There was no 'typical' U2 
fan either. I was expecting mainly 
older boys but found almost as 
many girls, none of whom fell Into 
any particular category. As has 
already been said, 02 bring 
people together. 

This gift Is nowhere more 
important than In their homeland 
of Ireland^ Take last year’s 

recognised by the government In 
Eire, with Premier Garrett 
Fitzgerald Inviting Bono to join a 
committee designated to look at 
the country's problems with 
youth unemployment. All In all, 
It’s quite an achievement. 

But the more the group grow In 
strength and popularity-sold out 
tours all over the world, two 
Number One LPs, “Under A Blood 
Red Sky” and “War", and their 
last single, “Pride (In The Name Of 
Love)", finally giving them a 
major chart hit- the more they 
avoid the promotional merry-go- 

They let the music do their talking. 
Bono even had doubts about 

this feature. He explained that U2 
don't do many Interviews 
anymore because they were 
turning Into “cartoon characters, 
parodies of themselves. 

“There was this guy called 
Bono who went on about this and 
that and I didn't really know him. 
In fact I hated him. And that’s why 
I'm worried about you talking to 
our fans because there is no 
typical U2 fan. It's hard for me to 
explain but there's this collective 
thing, a kind of consciousness 



OUT SPECIAL | 

1 OR NOTHING” 
express It simply it wouldr 
a thing. I'm not trying to be 

Inside The Apollo, I feel an 

screaming or anything, it was just 

willing the night to be great. Some 
fans dart out of their seats and 
rush to the front of the stage. 
Others follow but are stopped by 
the dreaded bouncers. Still, It’s 
impossible to dampen spirits. 

The lights go down. The sound 
otSimpfeMInds New Gold 

track from “The U ntorgettable 
Fire” floats forth, giving the 
proceedings a strange slow- 

followed by The Edge. Bono and 
Adam Clayton who all assume 
positions and strap on guitars. "II 
O’clock Tick Tock’’endwe’re off. 
Adrenalin pumps, blood rushes, 
fists punch, mouths roar and 

—ow” piles on the pressure as 
Bono beams out a smile to each 
far flung corner. 

I now know why most bands 
have given up trying to talk about 
the Importance of their music, 

Impossible to avoid all the awful 
cliches about honesty' and 

passion and commitment’. 
Those are the areas U2 work In - 
there’s no getting away from It. 

Homecoming”, Bono makes one 
of his regular asides. “Last year 
this band got a little bit lost and 
this song represents a return to 
our Initial alms, as does the whole 
of 'The Unforgettable Fire’. Really 
we've got nowhere near our goals 
yet.” 

During “Sunday Bloody 
Sunday" one lad got dragged out 
of the hall and plonked in the 
street. AfterthesongBono 
shouted for someone to go out 
and get him, find out his name and 
bring him backstage. He 
constantly keeps an eye on the Keith (17) from Manchester: “I like 

them because they’re not 
commercial, they’re really good live, 
they’re anti-image, and they haven't 
got a high profile. They don’t do 

_■ * — When you 
do that you get too popular and that 

leaping around and shouting like 
children - It doesn't matter what 
you look like as long as you join In. 

From the LP “War”, the song 
“40” brings the evening toa 
close. The line “how long must we 
sing this song”still rings in the 
ears long after you troop out of 
the hall, but for a staunch U2fan 
It's still not quite time to go home. 
It’s off round the back to wait for 
the group's regular Informal 

Andy (20), Mark (19) and Nick (19) 
from Stockport: “They’re not dead 
posey, they take care of their fans 
and they believe in what they say. 
They make you feel they’re playing 
just for you and no-one else." 

_ te’s holding up the entire 
tour coach. The more 
understanding majority just step 
back and let him go but one girl 
gets a bit carried away and takes a 
grab at his bum. 

Backonthe coach Bono wags 
his finger at her but she’s quite 
shameless and Just gestures that 

suppress a smile. And with that 
It's back to the hotel to talk to 

And now (right) you can see 
exactly what they had to say for 

Maxine (15), Chris (II), Jenny (15) 
from Bolton: "Top Of The Pops is just 

r big advert. Playing live is the 



If he can find a pound 
he can open an 

account 61 at NatWest. 

All we ask for is £1. One reference from a friend with a 

bank account. Or from your employer. And one signature 

from you. Open an account with us now. It’s a doddle. 
A NatWest 

The Action Bank 



Sharkey has a radio in evf 

inning to publish a book of 

II" really shock the rock 

___ubject of the next 
Frankie video. Well, what 
else?To be precise, the 

teofor "The Power Of 
ive” is apparently going to 

_ a version of the Nativity 
with Holly as the Virgin 

:ph and the lads as the 

directed by Godley and 
Creme who claim that 

mething nice and 
rm less for the Christmas 
irket. eh? What 

Mutterings wants to know is, 

gatherthat Frankie have got 
ready some special "Power 
01 Love",er, "marital aids" 

she who was replaced by 
Apolloniain Prince's 
personal cabal, ownsarobo 

Jaymes of Modern 
Romance, onthe other 
hand, hasapet piglet called 
Rasher which apparently 

I in Fukuoka, the riot police 
had to be called in and the 
13,000 audience locked in 
the hall sothe band could 
make a getaway in an 
unmarked bus. One 
shudders to think what 
would have happened if they 
d/dn'tlikethem . . . Here’s 
Tony Hadley: “If I believed 
all the stuff people tell me 
about how handsome I am, 
I’d become a right 
prat". . . Popular singing 
group Grab Grab The 
Haddock rang Mutterings 
the other day to explain the 
origin of theiraward-winning 
name. It's the title of a 

called Bruce Maclean, 
apparently. The Haddock will 
also be playing one concert 
in December. See Dafesfor 
details. . . Ms Gale 

Thomas, Barbados’ entry to 
the Miss World competition, 
was sponsored by Eddy 
Grant. . . Odd one, this. 
'Tis muttered that Sting is 
tryingto book time in a 
Moscow recording studio in 
orderto record an anti-war 
song called'! Hope The 

Too". "We cannot comment 
on this particular case," 
muttered a Russian embassy 
spokesperson, "but there 
are certainly plenty of 

Adderthmg . . David 
Essex owns both a 

farmhouse in (where else?) 

Essex . . . Prince is already 
working on a script and 

film . . . According to the 
new issue of American 
forecasfermagazine, next 
year bowling, wide lapels, 
disposable razors, straight 
scotch, gourmet pizzas and 
unisex pigtails will all be 
“in”. "Out" go girlie mags, 
health food restaurants, 
suntans and Barbara 
Cartland novels. . . Elton 
John is going to give up 
touring. Not only is he 
unhappy about the pressure 
on him and his wife Renata, 
he's also a bitted up with 
collapsing all overthe 
place ... Here's Bobby 
Gee of Bucks Fizz:‘You 
knowsomething-we've 
never seen the girls without 
their clothes on. That's 

HELL 
PMH 

‘Tis muttered that a George Michael double currently roams the 
streets of London. Not only does he look like the star, he's also got 
this annoying habit of ordering limousines, suits, flowers, hotel 

suites and expensive meals in George's name. “I wish he’d stop,” 
muttered a Wham! spokesperson. In the past, Rod Stewart and 

Steve Strange have also had similar problems. 

omething that's always 
puzzled me". . . U2 played 
in Brussels recently. While 
the band were busy with their 
"melancholy swirls of 
music”, "sending glittering 
shards of sound cascading 
' rth upon the multitude" 

c. (copyright Peter 

strong that a nearby enclave 
of Seismologists (people 
who study earth tremors) 

“disasteralert”. . . Ada 
Anton “comingback": 
"Somebody asked me what I 

Michael's dad plays Wham I 
records the whole time at his 
north London steak house, 
whetherthe customers like it 

t’s socks to the Wham I 

about for the last two years is 
oursex lives.Actually, we 
madeItallup". . . Finally, 
spareathought for Paul 
McCartney. Not only has he 
just released one of the worst 
singles in living memory (see 
Singles), not only has he had 
to contend with a sinister 
kidnap plot against his wife, 
but it also looks like his £10 
million home movie, Give My 
Regards To Broad Street, is 
going to be a resounding 
failure. “Humourless, 
unwritten, unperformed, 

‘-t and 
. . the worst 

kindest thing the LA. Weekly 
would find to mutter about it 
when the film opened in 

playing to empty houses all 
over and losing vast 
amounts of money. “Half 
way through filming," 
muttered Macca, “I did 
begin to think I'd made a 




