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ROOSTER BOOSTER 
Two weeks ago Feathers was Just an ordinary hen. Then she 
was in Smash Hits. 
"You've got two choices, right: either you try and escape from the 
environment you're in- become a footballer, a pop star, go free range or 
something- or else you're going spend about four years clucking about 
pecking at mouldy old bits of last Sunday's Yorkshire pudding before you 
get bombarded with sliced vegetables and stuck in a stew-pot. Somelife!” 

And Feathers chose the former. As exclusively revealed in last issue's 
"Fowl Play” feature, she's signed a (reputedly 'six figure') recording 
contract with a major label and has already started work on a debut album 
with Alison Moyet, pencilled in for late autumn release. How did it all, like, 
come together? 

“Well, it was cluck really, pure cluck. Alison wanted a bit more creative 
freedom - away from the restrictions of being a solo artiste and all that 
entails- and I just wanted to get the hell out of this dodgy hen-house and 
have a bit of a laugh for a change. So the chemistry was perfect, really." 

What about an image? 
“I don't need it. If you've got enough confidence in your music and playing 

live, you don't have to rely on a real megacluck production - tons of 
make-up and arty 'vids' and all that. I'd rather just be the hen-next-door- 

^ Have you been recognised after appearing in Smash Hits? 
"Oh yeah.” A bashful chuckle. "But I quitelike all that. I mean, it's a bit 

embarrassing when you’re on the nest or trying to wolf down a particularly 
large piece of broccoli and someone comes up and asks for an autograph 
but c'estla vie, right?'' 

Any message for the kids of the next century? 
“What a daft question. Look, I'm a chicken, right, not a member of Duran 

WINACOPEMOBILE! 
>How would you like to own a rea/sportscar, together with free petrol, 
isurance and tax for a whole year, so that you could go driving round 
iherever you wanted without having to worry about bus or train timetables, 
r the rising cost of shoe leather? And how would you like to do all of this in 
ne of the very trendiest cars in existence? 
Well, take a look at the utterly wonderful toy car pictured above. Who 

. eeds all the hassles that a genuine motor brings- all those exhaust fumes, 
parking fines and writing off to Radio 1 to win a fab 275/285 sunstrip-when 
you can have a soothing time on the playroom floor wheeling about a shiny 
high-tech Julian Cope car, emblazoned with the title of his new 
“Sunspots” single? 

Now, as chance would have it, there are ten of these cars in the Bitz 
office, and also 25 copies of the “Sunspots” double-pack single, which 

ts in a deeply psychedelic sleeve and features such classic pieces of 
™,„uy as “Mik Mak Mok" and "I Went On AChoumey”. And what's more, 
they all must be won. Try answering the following simple question. Julian 
Cope's last LP was called a) "Boiled" b) “Fried" c) "Lightly Toasted" or d) 
"Browned In A Medium Hot Oven Then Turned Out Onto A Bed Of Green 
Lettuce And Served With A Creamed Chive And Anchovy Sauce" (Serves 

Think you know the. nswer? Put it on a postcard or the back of a sealec 
_ Smash Hits Julian Cope Competition 
r Street, London W1V1PF by March 28. First ten correct 

i bag win a car and a record; the 

• How does a compilation video 
including Nik Kershaw’s “The 
Riddle", Howard Jones’ "LikeTo 
Get To Know You Well", The Style 
Council’s “ShoutToTheTop", 
and Band Aid’s "Do They Know 
It's Christmas”, as well as sizzling 
hot contributions from Bronski 
Beat, Big Country, Big Sound 
Authority, Lloyd Cole, The 
Kane Gang, Echo & The 
Bunnymen and 14 others sound to 
you?Toogoodtobetrue? Well, it 
not only exists but it’s called Don't 
Watch That, Watch This Vol2 and is 

,rs have just released 
_ick off their “Heartbeat 

_. ,y” album. It's called “Why Can't 
I Have You". Also just out is a solo 
album, "Change, No Change”, by 
Cars member Elliot Easton. 

Astonishing Factl The Cars’ first 

• Those inventive soul fanatics at 
Street Sounds are launching a 
new series of albums called “The 
Artists". Each will be a double LP 
containing the greatest hits of three 
famgus artists on the first three sides 

1 I ' ’ :■ :/ : : 
with an album featuring Earth 
Wind & Fire, Rose Royce. and 
Jean Carn. Sounds good to us. 

THEGREATHOWARD 
JONES COVER-UP! 
• Good job we're not a dingy old 
black & white magazine. Otherwise 
how could you appreciate tl 
wonderful range of technicolour 
sleeves for Howard Jones’ 
“Things Can Only Get Better” 
-ingle? You wouldn’t even realise 
mat this record comes clad in pink & 
black, lemon & black, orange & 
black, yellow & black, or alternatively 

\er complicated red picture 

o 





;y buying a copy of the new 
Loaf single, “Piece Of The Meat Loaf single, “Piece Of Th 

Action”, do you? And you reckon 
you can just waltz into your local 
record store on March 15 and ast 
it, do you? well, you re wrong, 
you? Because they're going to 
you "Which version, matey?”, 

ZZ TOP LEG IT! 
• What is going on here? Unless 
Bitz is very much mistaken the 
photo below shows normally sane 
and responsible members of the 
Smash Hits staff showing off their 
legs! There must be an awfully 
good reason for them to inflict this 

presumably something to do wit 

_jt). No! Not the ones 
belonging to the staff, silly, the 
“incredibTy-exclusive-and- 

elsewhere” ones. And we’ve also 
gotten almost-as-special-and- 
really-rather-wonderful ZZTop key 
rings which are just begging to be 
won as well. The question? Who 
once had a big hit with a song 
called “Hot Legs”? Was it a) Rod 
Stewart b) Culture Club ore) Russ 

Answers on a postcard or the 
back of an envelope to Smash 
Hits ZZTop Competition, 
52-55 Carnaby Street, London 
wi V1PF by March 28. First five 

t of the bag win a leg and a key 

SHAFTTIME 

straight to the top of the US charts 
With its big, orchestral-soul sound 
esponsible for the soundtrack, on 

... _.... /ersion of the black 
___... 'Shaft", majestically performed by smooth-talking Eddy 
Conrad of Eddy And The Soul Band. 

Butthis isn't thefirst time "Shaft" has stalked the hit parade. The theme 
music to what was probably the biggest black film of all time, Shaft, first 

tred sometime back in 1971 and at once 'went platinum', leaping 
.. ' ' iandtothenumberfourspotinBritain. 

' " brought universal acclaim to the man 
_,-HHL.-jaacHayes. 

Meanwhile, in Gary, Indiana, an impressionable 12-year-old boy was 
becoming obsessed by the sound of “Shaft". It was the first record Eddy 
Conrad ever bought and he continued to spend his pocket-money 
watching re-runs of Shaft at his local cinema. 

“So it was a dream come true to be able to re-do the track," explains 
Eddy. "As a kid you always have heroes but with John Shaft (the black 
"private dick” referred to in the lyrics) it was seriou~ 1 *'- 
macho feeling that every kid wishes he had too." 

Recorded last year, no sooner was Eddy’s versi 
another version appeared by someone called Van Twist. “A 

So how, does he reckon, do both of the 
Isaac Hayes'original? 

“It's still his baby,” drawls Eddy. “I gue 
totally that atmosphere on the origi— 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
» Dee Snider of Twisted Sister (30) 
• Steve Coy of Dead Or Alive (23) or 





DOES THE MAN BOY GEORGE DESCRIBED AS A “CORNISH PASTY” THINK 
MEAT IS MURDER? IS SUPERGIRL “JUST A GOOD FRIEND”? THE ANSWERS 

TO THESE ANDMANYOTHER BURNING QUESTIONS ARE IN THE . . . 

PAUL YOUNG 
yes, judging by our office). Well, the only thing 
I can put it down to is that idea that we give out 
good vibes onstage and I think people really 
sense that. Also I suppose I’m more normal 
" anmostpopstars—likeDur ~ 

...jo. It probably makes me a bit r. .... 
understandable. Also I think I'm pretty much i 
fallible character— I get ill a lot. 

SWIMMER SHARRON DAVIES? 

irs make out. I ring her every so often, as 
ich other but then we decided to 

ell. she came to one of the 
ihows at Wembley, but I met her before that 
when I was on the same judging panel for a 
usuitu contest. It wasforthis drink, Hawaiia 

had to choose the girl who'd 

scoring points purely on anatomy but that's 
whattheywereuptherefor. . .like 
weightlifters. Anyway, I haven’t seen her 

IS MEAT MURDER? 

JIMI SOMERVILLE (OF BRONSKI 
BEAT) DISAPPEARED FOR A WEEK 

ING “THE PRESSURE OF THIS 

keyboard player Ian was great and just 
started a conversation. 

WHICH OF THESE FUNCTIONS 
WOULD YOU PLAY AT? 
a) Nancy Reagan’s birthday party? 
I think we'd be a bit too loud for them I Also I'm 
not a big fan of the Reagans. I only became 
actively interested in their government when I 
was over there during the elections. I think it's 
shocking the way they're taking money out of 
education and putting it into arms. So a 
definite no to that one. 
b) The Bragg/KInnock “Jobs For 
Youth” tourTThat’d be the most likely. I 
think. But not because of the Labour Party 
connection -1 still think they're In a bit of a 
kerfuffle. Like someone said, NellKinnock'sa 
bit too nice to be Prime Minister. But I'd 
definitely do it because it might go someway 
to help unemployed young people. 
c| Thames Ditton Young 
Conservatives Hunt Ball? Id like to do 
that just to see who turns up. No, really, I 
wouldn't do it because I object to hunting and 
I’m no great fan of the Conservative Parly. I 
do prefer to keep politics out of music, but I 
-“"wouldn't do it. 

...as on the second UK tour»- 
were playing Birmingham, the Christmas 
before last. I didn’t have a breakdown but felt 
like I would have done if I hadn't had a break. I 
just said I'd do anything that came my way, 
interviews, the lot, and I drove myself round 
the bend. I didn't exactly run away, I just ran 
up to the top of the building onto the roof. Just 
had a breather and everything was going 

HAVE YOU EVER DONE ANYTHING 
YOU’RE ASHAMED OF? 
Well, I've never really stolen anything. I 
suppose it's just a case of letting people 
down. It's mainly through just being lazy. Asa 
kid I used to lie my way out of things - now I've 

WHICH POP STARS DO YOU 
SOCIALISE WITH? 
D. C Lee (ex-Wham I backing singer). Gary 
Kemp -1 don't ring him up or anything but I do 
like to bump into him. I used to go around with 
Jake Burns (ex-Stiff Little Fingers) and Bruce 
Foxton, but I haven't seen them so 

people on the way they look. 

IF YOU WERE A CAR WHAT KIND 

lean... all big and formidable. It 

good English cars. 
HOW MUCH WOULD YOU HAVE TO 

DID YOU REALLY ONCE GO TO A 

_i crash victim. Why? 
_ leone else go like that at 

another party and it knocked me dead. He 
had real innards coming out of his t-shii 
all I could manage was a bone I got from the 
butchers sticking out my arm. Actually we 
went to a pub beforehand and they wouldn't 

en serve me. Cheek! 

It’s the Japanese that t 

o 

>as for adverts and things 
jmous enough there format yet. I remember 

Q-Tips tried to get sponsored by Durex but 
they wouldn’t wear it. {Oh very funny-Ed.) 

personal achievement it’d have to be selling 
more LPs here, percentage-wise, than 
anywhere else in the world. There was a 
stage when I wasn’t doing so well and I was 
thinkinn nf going elsewhere, but I stuck it out 

ud of it. The LP’s gone quadruple 

WHY DO YOU LIKE DANGEROUS 
PURSUITS LIKE PARACHUTING? 
I just like t. 

-,. —d. I just worked out if it was 
worth getting that upset over it all. Obviously I 
decided it wasn’t, and after a bit I went back 
downstairs. They’d all been looking for me 

ill that stuff- 

__ AlflVegof 
it once and that s enough. Like I 
- -"■•ing on our first US visit -1 took 

Ve got a minder who dc 
scuba-diving, parachuti „ 
sn about how easy it is to get into. 

last I went to Germany for five days to learn t_ 
ski. It took until the last day to master it, but all 
of a sudden it just clicked. And for ages I've 
anted to go parachuting but I haven’t got 

WHO’D YOU MOST LIKE TO DO A 

Tips and Marco (Adam And The Ants) and, 
-i, John Taylor as well. And I really like Nick 
Rhodes. An important thing to learn in this 

f walk, is not to pre-judge 

problem as regards material as our styles are 

b) Strawberry Switchblade: The first 
time I heard their single it left me cold, but a 
couple of weeks later I went out and bought it. 
It's that old thing - if the singers are very 
strong it takes me a long time to look past that 
and see what the song's like and that song 
happens to be good. Yes, I'd do it if the song 
__opposed to come 
and see us at Wembley cos we were playing 
the night she did Top Of The Pops-you 

itsgoodtobepairei 
_ . obviously similar. I’d 

: to do a song that calmed me down to her 
d) Sade: 

level, go a bit smoother. If i 
on our new LP about four of the songs were 
going to feature possible duets. I wanted 
Bobby Womack to sing on "Everything Must 
Change”, but he couldn't fit it in. For 
"Standing On The Edge" the harmony's 
perfect for Annie Lennox but we couldn't guite 
manage it. And "This Means Anything" 
reminded me of that Pretenders song “2000 
Miles" so I wanted to get Chrissie Hynde on it. 
Again it didn't happen. 

WHAT DID YOU THINK OF BOY 
GEORGE CALLING YOU A “CORNISH 
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That Ole Devil Called Love, 
The highlight of her live performances, 
and Dm’t Bum Down The Bridge. 

Produced by Pete Wingfield, 
these tracks have been specially recorded fora 

New 7" Single 
The 12" version includes a jau version of 
That Ole Devil Called Love and an 

extended version of Don’t Bum Down The Bridge 
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"THtOPS AMD DOWNS OF 

TINTIN flrtlfff 

Me" has a photograph of Stephen kissing an 
elegant tooking girl with his nose apparently 

“that's funny, isn't it?" sayHHephen. 
" Nobody else has noticed th^K 

Did you mean it to be like that? 
^■LireisnW i 

Vhen I was getting a publishing deal and 
iecretary said 'What's the name of the 
t?', I just said it's called 'HolyTinTin' and 

Warner Brothers got involved they were saying 
'We've got to sign this TinTin group.'It got 
down to TinTin and I played along with it.” 

He's hoping that TinTin will eventually quietly 
disappear, along with references to the Duran 
Duran episode, along with the time when he 
used to get written off as just another no-hope 
bubblegum pop star. ► “It was never me. If I'd believed my press I'd 
have killed myself a long time ago. I’m just not 
that kind of person. I look at my life and it just 
isn't like that at all. I’m not manipulated." 

And to prove the point he explains how he's^ 

'' ‘";k. The single 
___... jar poster, the cover for his 
up and coming LP—are all his own work. He's 
proud enough of it all to be putting a special 
exhibition on in a London galleryTater in the 
year: "That's what people do isn't it? You have 
a few hits and then you start getting 
pretentious," he grins. “Start getting the 

—ut, and the pair"-'— " nd the paintbrushes.. 
So now it's eventually c 

ss spoil StephenQu 

What happened there? 
“This is where I go intc 
Is Duran Duran the las 

about? 

id in April I start work on the second 
aioum... ms soon as people see more than 
one single flying into the charts they'll 
eventually realise that it is a real phenomenon. 

“After four years.. ."he laughs slyly. "A real 
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notes all at the same time). 
■■ At the press of a button, 
you can summon up pre¬ 
programmed rhythms and bass 
accompaniments to play along to. 

These three rhythm 
combinations can be speeded 
up or slowed down. 
■■ You can even glissando (so 
long as you don’t hurt yourself.) 

That is, make a note slide 
up in pitch. 
■■ You can filter sound: reduce 
the treble, the bass, or both. You 
can save, on cassette or disk, 
a voice or tune for future use. 
■■ And, for better sound 
reproduction, you can connect 

MAKE MUSIC 
YOUR FORTE. 
■ Alright, let's all gather 
round the computer for a good 
old sing-song. 

■ You'll find 
Commodore 64 Music Maker 
strikes exactly the right note, 
whether you're an accomplished 

musician or ^commodore 
whether you computer software 

then tap in the rhythm. 
IHI And, before you can even 
say 'Richard Clayderman! the 
automatic playback fills the 
room with music. 

Once you’ve become a 
'piano' virtuoso, you'll quickly 

appreciate the 
Music Maker's 

ut-and-out beginner. 
If you can hum and know 

your ABC, you can start to 
play famous popular tunes 
immediately. 

No matter if you've never 
played a note before. 
^■i Simply type in the notes 
from the SFX Tutor Handbook, 

MUSIC MAKER DISK UR CASSETTE £29.95. 

other amazing capabilities. 
You can synthesize musical 

instruments, even create your 
own 'synth' electronic sounds. 

You can play notes 
polyphonically. 
Baa (This is the smart 
way of saying you can 
play three different 

Music Maker to your hi-fi system. 
Mi Music Maker has been de¬ 
signed, like all our software, to get 
the very best out of Commodore 
hardware. 

It’s the first in a series of 
packages which will fully exploit 
the Commodore 64’s outstand¬ 
ing musical capabilities. 
■■ Commodore software: it 
costs no more, even though 
there’s rr 







ALISON MOYET: That Ole 
Devil Called Love (CBS) A 
smoochy number. One to play 
whileyou’re withyour loved one. I 

but Alison does have a large 
following, enough to make it into 
the Top 30. Not one of my 
favourites, though. 

THE POWER STATION: 

Taylor. It has a recognisable 
chorus and a rousing guitar solo 
from Andy Taylor-and I especial 
like the twangy acoustic guitar in 

very twee introduction but I think 
high-pitched vocals suit Curt Smith 
immensely. I hope it gives them a 

I think his wonder-what- 
l’s-coming-to/staring- 

_ j-window image is 
extremely depressing. Julian 
Lennon has always been 

obviously been upset by this. Tl 

very pretty songs. 

SAL SOLO: Music And You 
(MCA) Sounds like gospel singers 
in the background. It’s a pleasant 
melody but I think the Classix 
Nouveaux man has overdone it 
with the backing vocals. For your 
next single, Sal, I’d recommend 

You did on "San Damiano" - a 
very uplifting song - and you’ve 
done it again on this one and might 
have another Top 20 hit with it. But, 
if you carry on like this, it won’t be a 
case of third time lucky. 

UB40: I’m Not Fooled (DEP 
International) From the kings of 
reggaecomes an average^record 

he’s not fooled that easily. I like it 

another hit. 

SLADE: Mysterious Mr 
Jones (RCA) I groaned at the 
beginning of this record asIVe^ 

“orl-ta-geth-ah nah” heavy metal 
style. However, I found myself 
humming along to it. Not as good 
as “My Oh My” but one of their 
classiest singles yet. 



CROSSWORD 
NEWSINGLE FROM 

^WORKING WEEK 



C
H

IN
A

 

© 

C
R

IS
IS

 



52-55 CARNABY STREET. LONDON W1VIPF I ELE ALMOST HI) LINDA CAN'T ANSWER. SEND HER A POSTCARD: LINOA.GET SMART. SMASH HITS 

i a good touch. the sets 
BHHP , neasured abou 5 ft by 20 ft 
iev were still able tomovilBH ththe 

Jls still standing on them. 
“I suppose my main reason for going was 

because RikMayaJIof TheYouiwM swasinit. 
His performance was much as I'd expected - very 
slapstick and very funny. Where Rik m es i r||r- 
the play is that he’s passing through mall 
Russian town on his way to see his ents. v 

rate for handcuffs nearei 
you’ll pick up a pair in Carnaoy stri 

I’ve been a fan of ZZ Top for_ 
but am unable to find out anythinc. 
their early releases. I’m also dying to 

Jerry Kirke, Newbury. 
• Although ZZ Top were signed to the London 
label throughout the 70s, WEA Records managed 
to buy most of their back catalogue when they 
signed them in 1980. This discography should 
cover everything you’d ever want (I think). LPs: 
“Deguello” (1980), "El Loco” (’81), “Eliminator" 
(’83), “Tres Hombres”, “Fandango” and “The Best 
Of ZZTop” (all Nov ’83); "Rio Grande Mud”, 
“Tejas” and “ZZTop First LP” (all Sep ’84). 
Singles: “I Thank You” (Mar’80), “Cheap 
Sunglasses” (Jun ’80), “Gimme All Your Lovin’" 
(originally released Aug ’83, re-issued Oct ’84), 
“Sharp Dressed Man” (first released Sep '83, 
re-issued Dec ’84), “TV Dinners" (Mar ’84), “Legs” 
(Feb ’85). Finally, ZZ doesn’t have any deep 

min such a quandary 



SOMEBODY 
THE NEW SINGLE BY 

BRYAN ADAMS 

CAN NOW BE SEEN AS WELL AS HEARD 

7" PICTURE DISC OUT THIS WEEK 
(LIMITED EDITION) 

ALSO AVAILABLE ON 3-TRACK 12" [j§ 



L^t HGi-Gp;,: lcj HerGp;.c 

the new 7”&12” single 

I&HerGS^ 
12”includes the bonus track “Michael Who Walks By Night” 







"... I TRY NOT TO 
BE SEEN WITH 
HIM. IFWEGO 
THROUGHAN 
AIRPORT 
TOGETHER, I TRY 
TO WALK 30 
PACES BEHIND 
WITH A 
PASSPORT OVER 
MYFACEOR 
SOMETHING.” 



THE BEST THING: 

listening to Mark O'Toole whisper 

words of wisdom into your ear 

whilst he strokes your inside thigh. 

FRANKIE GOES TO HOLLYWOOD FRANKIE GOES TO HOLLYWOOD FRANKIE GOES TO HOLLYWOOD 

THE NEXT BEST THING: 

listening to Frankie Goes To Hollywood's 

'Welcome To The Pleasure Dome 

(an alternative to reality)' 

rn
m
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Between the 5th of March and 
the 8th of April, all single albums, 
which are not in the Hit List, will 
be available at £4.49 or less. 

So come along to any of our 
record departments and choose 
from our comprehensive range. 

£4.49 
OR LESS 

... 0 



FANTASTIC NEW OFFERS 
CRANE BOOKS PO BOX 291 CHISWICK LONDON W4 5NX ENGLAND 

NEW FAST DELIVERY Si 
l DURAN DURAN 

DURAN DURAN WHAM! . prince m m 

HOW TO ORDER 

are always sent seperat^y tc 

£a[?app^--.|=|a|s-.|j 
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&PONY 
III treated and neglected horses, ponies 
and donkeys need your help. Stars of the 
pop and horse world are supporting our 
campaign so join with them in rescuing 
ponies. 
Find out what you can do in our March 
21 st issue. 

free Horse measuring 
tape too. 

PLUS: Radio One DJ Gary Davis is hooked 
on horses - we talk to him about his new 
found interest. 

From civil servant to international show 
jumping star - that's Malcolm Pyrah. 

...and there's more 
0 The loony dog who rides ponies, helps to 

clean the stable and carries tack. 
0 Guess what we've got to give away -MONEY! 

Turn your ideas into cash. 
0 Has a fall put you off riding? Help's on the 

way to get you back in the saddle. 
0 Plus news, penpals, stories, great pics and 

m MARCH 21st. 
DON'T MISS IT. 

COMPETITION 

WINNERS 

iry 14), correct 

EnfieldJ. Bickerton, Kenilworth ;TracyRobinsont Kirkby. 
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They’re all either 19 or 20 years old. They 
smash equipment on stage. They wear 

obscene t-shirts. They play chaotic pop tunes 
and they want to be superstars. 

his eyes. But that’s hardly ^ 

band, The Jes 
Chain. 

It’s not just their behaviour 

rather good new sir 
Understand”. Even 
like it, you’ll have tc 

“Right now we’re obsessed with feedback — 
with noise — so that it sounds fast, furious 

and exciting.” 

insists 19 year-old Jim Reid, 
tilting his rather innocent¬ 
looking but badly-unshaven 
face towards me. Wiping the 
last crumbs of the crisps he’s 
just messily devoured from his 

deep Scottish drawl, “but I do 
like the fact that we’re thought 

rubbish fromanyone." * * 
Throughout this speech 

;mbers Jim 

Early last year they finally 
scraped together a few songs 

how^they^stifl’reheai^e’Mater. 

guitars can sound great, right 

so that. 

their first proper performan 
— at the London club The 
Living Room - was mainly < 

The single, “Upside Down”, 
was soon recorded (“for £172”) 
and, instead of slogging round 
this country, the band set off for 

“You just ca 

the Meanwhile, baclf 
stories about the band’s 
performances and behavioui 
were begjnningto spread. Jii 

exaggerated though. “Peoph 
just expect trouble—y 

then 
it. It sickens me — 

that people who heard it just 

anything really terrible has 
ever happened at a gig—the 

ach other and thro’ 

s about that But 
might not something “really 
terrible” actually happen if 
they keep doing things like or 
playing for 
did recently at Liverpool? 

people,” explains Jim (though 
obviously annoying people is tc 
his mind a reason). “If we only 
play 20 minutes that’s an 
indication that we’re bored out 
of our skulls and that it’s just 
not fun. In any case 20 minutes 

statements and their 
outrageous acts just a good 

n, like ZTT 

Ballet ad campaigns? Though 
he emphasises that they are 
deadly serious about the actual 

only hoping that “our hype is 

William, who thought up their 

insists that they liked it because 
“it sounds nice”, Jim eventually 
admits that “to be perfectly 

w. I’d like t< 

cult status, hiding^n a 

ng,” be pin-ups (“that’s 
have lots of girlfriends 

Of The Pops. 
There are depths though, to 

which The Jesus And Mary 
Chain could never stoop: “I 
don’t think I could be polite to 

Words: Chris Heath Photo: Eric Watson 







John Menzies 
For people who appreciate music... and money. 

Record departments throughout Britain, with a huge selection of albums, 7" and 12" singles, tapes, accessories and record tokens 





If an advertisement 
is wrong wore hero 

to put it right , 
If you see an advertisement in the press, in print, 

on posters or in the cinema which you find 
unacceptable, write to us at the address below. J 
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Mick Jagger. 
MICK JAGGER 
SHE'S THE BOSS 

MICK JAGGER 

i i j 

She's the Boss. 
Only 4.99 album or cassette. 

mmmwmmmmmsmMmMimi 
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KING FOR A DAY 
A day in Margate to be precise. Paul King heads for the beach, poses with 
daleks, shoots a few rifles, gets thrashed by a Test- Your-Strength machine 
and buys some (rather rude) things in a joke shop. And Peter Martin stumps up 
for the lime ice-cream sodas. Photos: Simon Potter 

touted as the 'next big thing'. At the 
start ot 1985 they are a bit of a big 
thing. "Love And Pride” has been 
nudging away at the Number One 
slot for yonks, being held back by the 
mighty Paige and Dickson, and their 

preparing to soundcheck foi 
tonight's performance at the Winter 
Gardens. Paul King snakes round 

battered tracksuit, ponytail and 
slides keeping his hair in place. He 
looks very much the star these days 
- not that he used to look or act any 
different, it's just that now he's got 

i ^ 

to kill, along with his ‘minder’ and 
er, we take a stroll around the 

Margate's dead this time of year, s 

forautograp 

entirely composed of guest houses 

to be about seven people (and five _. 
those are in King). 

Heading for the sea, Paul tells me 
about how things have changed for 
King recently. 

"The biggest difference, apart 
from the fact that a few more people 

problerrkyoujusthavetotak 

pin-up because I know it's no emp 

“The main problem no’ 

All well and good. But even though 
the history of King is well charted, 
little is known aboutthe King singer. 
Dusting the sand off his boots, he 
unfurls his story err routeto the joke 

months old. His Dad has been in I 
same job for twenty seven years, 
working in a foundry at the Talbot ct 

arious part-time jobs like cleaning 
nd working as a barmaid. All in all, a 

So what was it like being brought 
up in Coventry? 

"The older I grew the more I came 
to resent it. Around the age of 171 
turned to hating it because I didn't 
appear to fit into the role they 
expected. As I grew older I came to 
realise that they've got the right to 

though it might not be right for me." 
He describes his upbringing as 

“not poverty stricken, just normal 

Instead of just turning up to check us 

and we always try to deliver. And 
obviouslywlth TopOfThePops 
we've been getting more young girls 
coming - they stay at the foot of the 
stage and go 'ooh' and 'aah', while 
the lads stay behind them and dance 
and do their thing. In fact. King are 
becoming one of the first dance hall 
bands of the '80s. After being 
entertained with a big E, you then 
know you've got the chance to walk 
off with the partner of your choice, 
like they did in the olden days." 

So apart from all his fans copping 
off with one another, how does he 
feel about the sexbomb’ image he's 
been lumbered with by Fleet Street? 

“Yeah, it's been a kind of parallel 
thing with me and Madonna. I mean, 
we're both very sexual- King being 
very masculine, a thing which hasn't 
really been promoted since the 
Durannie thing. But the thing you 

the West Midlands, they holidayed in 
Torquay and Bournemouth. “I had 
lots of fun there on the camp sites. A 
lot of French girls used to go there-1 

As regards school, unlike most 
pop stars, he considers it a good 
thing. “There are no pressures, no 

History but, really, my only gift was 
learning things parrot-fashion. 

plant as a stock audit clerk. 

pension plans and things. It was so 
depressing. I soon found that my 
only talents were my clothes and the 

“get off his bum” was the big 2-Tone 
revival in Coventry. “All around me 
people were doing things and I didn't 
want to be left behind." 

So he enrolled at the Coventry 
School Of Drama. But, he adds, he's 
always loved performing, “being the 
centre of attention”. His first public 
-it his Wyken Croft 

school Christmas show. 
“ I sung a song from the film Jungle 

it was called the King Of The 
ners' I hart a nieaaant little 

music when he was about 13. Tl 
first record he bought was “Hot 
Love” by T. Rex. “I was a real big 
Marc Bolan fan, but at the same time 
I was really into reggae. On Monday 
nights I used to go down to Tiffany's 
for the reggae discos -1 love all that 
stuff and Lover’s Rock. They make 
great pop, party music. ” 

with Bowie, but Roxy ^tusicwere his 

“I like to compare King to them in 
the respect that they were a hybrid 
band of the 70s, as are King of the 
'80s, and they both possess a very 

Naturally, punk played an 
important part in his musical make¬ 
up. The Clash and The Stranglers 

drama school he was asked to sing 
with the 70s “beatnik-jazz" group. 
The Reluctant Stereotypes. 

and stuff-tl -they really fancie 
3s.” At the time all 

major record companies were 
"jetting into Coventry and signing 
anything that went chugga, chugga. 
chugga, and we got caught up into 

So they got signed to WEA and 
Paul had to leave college. After a 
couple of years they split up, he got 
together with Perry Haines (now 
their manager) and formulated the 
roughs for King. In 1983 they were 
launched as support on the Wahl 
tour and the rest, as they say, is 

he'd like to see King ending up. 
Signing an autograph for the shop 
- rner and handing over 40p for a 
packet of 'Fart Sweets' (a really rock 
‘o'rollpressie for the band - it was 
that or the 'plastic sick'), he comes to 

■so I figured I'd try going 

The big inspiration to leay 

“At the end of the day I want King 
to be appreciated for our music, 
honesty, energy and integrity, as 
that’s purely an extension of whal 

s. Success for me 
will be happiness, the chance to 
carry on doing what I want to do. If I 
—n inspire and influence others as 
much as other people have with 
me," he adds with the usual pride, 
“then I'll really feel as though I've 
achieved something. ” 
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BruceSpringsteen 
NEW SINGLE 

COVER ME 
NOW AVAILABLE THE LIMITED 
EDITION T POSTER BAG 

ALSO THE 1" &> 5 TRACK 12" 





Here’s mine, although I don't wa 
to force it on other people or shove 
down their throats. Personally I 
thought Depeche Mode's 

weeks I had received back a form 
with a nice letter saying how glad 
♦hey were to hear from me. After 
Christmas, on January 4,1 gave my 
Mum the money and she wrote ir ~ " 
cheque for £4.00. j— 

asking what was the delay. Then on 
February 81 received a letter from 
Brett Jones which I found very 
upsetting and also very insultina. 
This Fan Club secretary wrot< 
of all, it's people like you who- 

true fans. A membership kit may 
i few days late (I had already 
--=;bUtI 

But people like Howard Jones, Nik 
Kershaw, Spandau Ballet and Meat 
Loaf can find the facilities. Even U2 
(one of the best Irish bands ever) 

Bob Geldofs Left Ear. 

Did you know that if you take the F, I, 

Frankie Goes To Hollywood and with 
what's left: 1) Swap the first R with the 
first A; 2) Put the 5th letter after R; 3) 



ANSWER 
FROM B I T Z 
R A G E 6 

IT WAS SIMON LE BON IN CASE YOU HAVEN T 
GUESSED ALREADY 

feeder. 
Aiello > |ts -t.be Ed We re, bade to 

feell you vohat's L<\ LWe neirt ISVv- 

LiWe the su-per HOWARD JOMCS 
fea-bu.ee. done bo IJeAta^t. And- the 

EOftVTHMtCS im Pao«. making 
theiv nevo Lf. Great eW? Arid of 

c<surse there's all tWe usual-Bdfe 
Motherings, Lots of souawooUs, a«xd 

-fantastic colour photos of today's 

big pop stars. Ob; so there'-S no 

MC5ICIN6 HCAO, bat you cao’b 

ha«e every thing. 

Actually , l vdas Waving brekkers 

voifW my 'lady1 the ether day and. we 
voere discussing the state of today’s 

pop se-ene . I mean, honestly, that 

Paul Icing, W,s records are great 

o-nd. everything, but you’d tVtinb he'd 
at Least try and get trousers that 

-fit .Then again, they don't vnalce 

tWem UWe they <d\& in the dd.da.ys- 

\ remember \ Wad a far\fasti c 

pair of green velvet loons bat 
they fell to bits after about seven 

'fears and y<5U can’t Seem to get 

them any more- 
Anyvoay, enough of Ipiy problems. 

Suppose all that’s left to Say is 32e 
you in SMA4H Hit* onPWMUH 1*. 

C(<vo -foe nous— 

"fluted 

A golden opportunity to save money 
on chrome. 

Between them, tape and cassette give you 
not just a better, more exciting sound, but a 
clearer stereo image-with all the realism of the 

^New UDII from maxell man 
Maxell: everything Break the sound barrier, 
you d expect from m*ku <ukj uv. ja H«h s«« Kkkmv****, 
chrome-for less brass. B«.wD3iHR.Ta:o»»777i?i. 

Now Maxell offer you all the benefits of 
chrome position recording-but for no more than the 
cost of an ordinary tape. 

With new UDII you’ll get more volume with 
less noise, a wider dynamic range, and superb 
reproduction of high frequencies. 

maxell udh 90 



THE UB40 FILE 
THE COMPLETE 1980 CATALOGUE 

ON ONE MID-PRICE DOUBLE ALBUM 

FEATURING UB40’s BEST 
■ TYLER ■ KING ■ 12 BAR ■ BURDEN OF SHAME 

■ I THINK IT’S GOING TO RAIN TODAY 
■ 25% ■ FOOD FOR THOUGHT ■ LITTLE BY LITTLE 

■ MADAM MEDUSA ■ STRANGE FRUIT 
■ REEFER MADNESS ■ ADELLA ■ SIGNING OFF 

■ MY WAY OF THINKING ■ DREAM A LIE 
< ■ THE EARTH DIES SCREAMING 

FULL COLOUR 

Iran *3 



HEARS EVERYBODY WANTS 
TO RULE THE WORLD 

THE NEW SINGLE 

o 



THE NEW HAILS OATES? THE NEW 
No, we’re just Go West, say the new duo from Twickenham, “but we wouldn’t 



SOFT CELL? THE NEW WHAM!?# 
mind their success.” Simon Mills reckons they shouldn’t have too long to wait. 



PRETTY 
• The first part of an A-Z of 
Natural Beauty Treatments 
• What the stars think 
about their mums (and 
what they’re going to 
do on The Big Day) 
• Pete Burns in 
glowing 

-REE 
GIANT 
POSTER 
featuring 
WHAM! 

and HARRISON FORD 



SMA^H HITS (IN ASSOCIATION WITH MINOLTA CAMERAS) PRESENTS 

% PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION v 
WHICH YOOptN. % v' 

Nick Rhodes-yes, readers, the multi¬ 
talented Duran Duran keyboards 

and he’s waiting for someone to join 

Well, if you win this competition, that 
is, because Nick is judging it and the 
winner will fly out to Paris to be 
personally presented with their prize 

for spying on your next-door 

AF-easy camera with automatic speed 
setting, focussing and exposure 

you have to do is submit a photograph 
- colour or black-and-white, slide or 
print - taken by you of a famous 
person. It could be of a pop star, a 
footballer, the Queen, Nell Klnnock, a 
DJ- anyone a bit famous. We'll ship 
•— whole lot to Nick Rhodes in Paris 

_n to Paris and presented with their 
prizes by Nick. The winning photo will, 
of course, appear in Smash Hits, along 
with more photos (taken by our highly- 
*—1—‘ -*-ffj>hotographers) of the 

Right- start digging out those 
pictures. And make It snappy. 

SECOND PRIZE: 4 Minolta 
35mm AF-easy cameras 

THIRD PRIZE: 5 Minolta Disc-5 



FRANKIE 
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rALY (PART 2) 







LOOKS EVEN BETT 
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V I D 
SEX 

TEARS 
FOR 
FEARS 



REPEAT CHORUS 



A NIGHTS IN SPECIAL 

JON MOSS 

TEL S I O 
Five years ago there 
were only two regular 
TV pop programmes. 
Now there are lots 
(five per week at the 
moment). Jon Moss 
Was recently the 
guest presenter on 
one of them so we 
asked him to sit 
down, look at the lot 
and tell us which were 
worth watching. 

change after all thi« 
liked Gary Numan- - 

' - could get away with looking 

Okay, everyone knocks it but 
everyone ... * 

people for the show, so Pgot on the 
Grey Organisation (described as a 
bunch of ‘art terrorists’) and Julie 
from the Bi_g Sound Authority. She 

"‘“"^eaHySS 

he world and look at the 
kind of crap they put out, you just 
realise how lucky we are getting 
this. Okay, it’s a bit naff, but that's 
-"“t of the-' 

i worst-dressed people in the 
world - all, that is, except for John 
”eel who’s magnificent. 

Basically, all it's doing is 
showing what goes on in the 
charts. I mean it’s really exciting 

see what's at Number One. 
Also it’s very up, the 

atmosphere, and it kind of makes 
you want to go out after it's 

This week I especially liked Don 
Henley, who just came on in a plain 
jacket and t-shirt which was a real 

ORS ’85: (BBC 2, 7.00-8.00 
pm, every Friday) 
“I was guest presenter this week, 
wasn’t quite as difficult as I'd 

.. 
ratchingthe 

enough eye contact with i 

THEOTHERSIDEOFTHE 
TRACKS: (Channel 4,6.00- 
7.00 pm, every Saturday) 

presenter Paul Gambaccini is 
brilliant: he's very into everything 
he does, obviously interviewing 
only people he's interested in. Also 
he's very unobtrusive: he just 
poses a tew questions and lets the 
artist get on with what he wants to 
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Free Colour Watches-See Special Packs 



muTiERincs 




