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4-9 BITZ: Where else could you win the Arc De Triomphe as 

designed by Lord Frederick Lucan of Mercury? Or ruffle 
the whiskers of the greatest beards in the history of popular 
music (i.e. those of George Michael. Rolf Harris, Dame 
David Bowie and Pepsi And Shirlie (???)? Or weep in 
your handkerchief because Curiosity Killed The Cat 
have split up and so have Level 42? (Boo hoo - except they 

_haven't)... etc, etc..._ 
W4-15 T’PAU: In which "feisty" songstrel Carol Decker joins the 

Great Dollie Debate: which is better - Barbie or Sindy? (Clue: 
it’s not Sindy...)_ 

17 CROSSWORD; It’s so intriguing. 

22-23 It's 
grim! It's grotesque! It's gruesome! It’s a pop hybrid puzzler 
*or you to solve! 

25 Gurrrate ne 

er made (and lots of other stuff too...)!!! 
it” (copyright Smash Hits 

36-37 SRSONAL FILE: The Communards. 
39 SUPER CONTEST: How to win lots of swish hi-fij“gear". 

45-52 
THIS ISSUE?: Madonna. The Cure. Rick Astley and 
-a, actually... 

3S named after a colour and a 

61 -63 PET SHOP BOYS: It's a fantastic Get Smart! special! 
Everything you ever wanted to know about Neil and Chris and 
loads more besides!! 

67-68 :tfr: Black Type flips his cork (as per usual...) 

the sound of “music” - i.e 
Wet Wet Wet doing a 
dressed as a billy goat. 

92 ARTEASER: It's so difficult, don’t you think? 

96 Mean and moody, m 

13 LIViHs ; So The Story Goes 
er Can Say Goodbye 

19 STING: We’ll Be Together 
26_No Memory 
26 MARILLION: W 
35 IE SMITHS: I Started Something I Couldn't Finish 
43 H 
57 V 

; HEARTBEAT: Tears From Heaven 
75 NET JACKSON: Funny H( 
77 BRYAN FERRY: The Right Stuff 
81 Remember Mi 
90 ;ORGE HARRISON: Got My Mi 
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CURIOSITY ARE “DEFINITELY NOT SPLITTING UP” Oh what a furore! Is it true that 
Nick Thorpe, Curiosity 
Killed The Cat s wayward 

bass player, had a tantrum on 
stage and stormed off in front of a 
huge Japanese audience declaring 
*t~*1-fed up “- 

decided he didn't wi 

More seriously though, Nick was 
given a severe wigging and banned 
from driving for a year after getting 

ing? arrested for drunk driving. He 
all true. He did get apologised to the judge and told 

“ “"A "" * l'“ the court that he realised he was 
not setting the group's fans a very ’ 
good example and said it wouldn’t I 
happen again. 

Meanwhile the group are still 
supposed to be busy wr‘:— 

RUM THINGS THAT ARE HAPPENING 
TO A HA Part One: 

Morten Harket joins The Everiy Brothers!!! 
• Rum indeed, pop tumblers, but here we have the pictorial 
evidence. The grozzled bloke on the right is Don Everiy, half of 
crooning duo of yesteryear The Everiy Brothers, and the beaming 
chap on the left is not Don's singing brother Phil at all but, in fact, 
Morten “Goatherd” Harket!!! Therefore Morten must have left A-ha 
and joined The Everiy Brothers instead, mustn't he? Unless, of 
course this is just a snap of Morten backstage at an Everiy Brothers 
concert at the Albert Hall the other day... 

TO A-HA Part Two: 
Stig And Stig get involved in Heavy Metal 

“concept” project thingie!!!! 
• This is jolly rum, too. There’s this rock “concept” thingummyjig 
called Phenomena II which has just released an LP called "Dream 
Runner”. There’s going to be a "movie” as well which is supposed 
to make up a “multi media event” not to mention, aherm, “an 
adventure in sound and vision”. Anyway, the LP features blokes out 
of Deep Purple and Thin Lizzy and Whitesnake and Black Sabbath 
plus... Stig and Stig from A-ha! (i.e. keyboard player Leif Johansen A 
and drummer Michael Sturgis) who aren't really in A-ha at all bu* * 
play with the fizzling Norwos on stage... 

GEORGE HARRISON: THE STORY SO FAR 
and their rough and ready 
Liverpudlian wit, it was George 
who uttered the obscure slang 
word “grotty” in The Beatles’ film A 
Hard Day's Night. It instantly 
became one of the most cherished 
adjectives in the English 
language... 

When The Beatles started 
getting a bit weird and turning into 
hippies, it was George who started 
growing his hair long, “sporting" a 
beard, wearing beads and sandals 
and kaftans etc. etc... 

When The Beatles split up, it 
was George who was the first to 
have a huge hit when his “My 
Sweet Lord” went to No.1 in 1970. 
Unfortunately George was 

keeps an impressive collection of 
plaster garden gnomes... 

He's now going to be 
famous pop stt 
new single “Gc 
You" is rather I 

Welcome 



ARE LEVEL 42 
NO MORE? 

AS FEATURED IN 

WIN THIS 
MASSIVE 

ARCH! 
1RCURY 

on writing together.” 
' Phil, too, has had enough of 
J touring. 

“We knew Phil was going at the end M 
of the year,” comments Mark. “But his ■ 
health broke down, so he’s left sooner ■ 
and gone off to Europe to recuperate. 
Our relations with each other are still 
perfectly good.” 

Nevertheless, all this has left Mark 
and the other remaining member, Mike 
Lindup, with a bit of a problem, since 
they're due to start another giant 
American tour in November, 
supporting Tina Turner. They've 
drafted in an ex-session guitarist called 
Paul Gendler (who joined at only 10 
days' notice) and a drummer called 
Neil Conti, who's played with Prefab 
Sprout and David Bowie, and are 
frantically rehearsing and being 
extremely brave indeed, 

“Paving somebody new in the group 
made us all pull together and add a 
spark again,” says Mark King gamely. 
"Whereas otherwise we might have 
been getting a bit tired in that respect. 
We're determined to carry on touring 
as we’re just cracking it in the States.” 

Or, as a record company 
spokesperson put it: “Tell your rt 
there's plenty of life in them yet!’ 

| offered... A 25 foot high arch! 
And gadzooks, what an arch 

it is! Next to it London’s Marble competition; 
Arch is mere piffle. Berlin’s 

I Brandenburg Gate is pathetic, 
le Arc de Triomphe is weedy 

_ ...id Rome’s Arch Of Titus is 
I generally not much cop at all. 

the amazing Lord Fi 
himself PLUS ten cc 

Next to the Mercury/Caballe 
Arch they are but croquet - 
hoops. It’s a proud 25-25! - video of “Barcelona’ 
feet high so before entering this How, you ask, do you enter this 
-petition you may pause to preposterously big competition? 
-ider where you will put this Well, just answer us this: Whicl 
edifice should you win it... of the following are not famous 

We’ve also got five incredibly operas? a) “The B; ’ "" 
rare copies of the single whi ' *■' -, ‘Put The Kettle On 

Mother I’m Parched”; c) 
“Madame Butterfly”; d) 
“Rigoletto”; e) “Don Giovanni”? 

mkk 

they’re also re-releasing 
"William It Was Really Nothing" 

last 12 months because of a spot 
of bother they’d got into about 
the picture on the sleeve. Now 
it’s out again with "How Soon Is 
Now?" on the b-side (plus 
"Please, Please Let Me Get What 
I Want" on the 12"). 

As for Morrissey - well, he’s 
been a bit of a busy bee, writing 
lots of new songs. Rumours that 
he’s recorded 18 of them are a 



THE BITZ CONCISE HISTORY OF THE BEARD IN ROCK 
Many people think that George Michael invented the beard in rock - for, as will be g[ 

.1 — revealed below, he has had rather a lot of the things. However, he is merely one of a vast = 
crowd of hirsute warblers who litter the glittering hallways of fame. Are you sitting 
comfortably? Then Bitz will begin... 

A Jon Bon Jovi and yet another 
pathetic "beard". Fact: this is the 
most frightening picture ever to be 
printed in Smash Hits'. 

A Is it a dead caterpillar? Is it a piece 
of wonky crochet? is ft the gateway to 



Q. Where is the most ridiculous 
place on the entire planet? 

A. Iceland, 
that’s where. 

•Take, for example, those two 
individuals above - they’re 
from Iceland and they think 

they're those wobbly weebles who are 
always falling over but never falling 
down!! And they’re the most rich and 
famous pop group in the whole world 
from Iceland which doesn’t make them 

called “Birthday”__ 
maddest, dinkiest pop thing you ever 
did hear with trilly ’n’ wobbly vocal 

not unlike those of Elizabeth 
from the “legendary” cult group The 
Cocteau Twins! The Sugarcubes are, in 
fact, sooooo esteemed throughout the 
music cosmisphere that top pop 
notables flock to Iceland to partake of 
their amazing studio "workouts” - 
notables such as. . . Killing Jokel The 
Fall! Psychic TV! Hrrmn. And a""-'* 
from a group whose native lane 
the following characteristics: 
“ absolutely freezing! 

• Iceland people think TV and radio is 
useless and transmit "programmes” 
for only three hours a day and not at al 
on Wednesdays! 
• This probably accounts for the fact 
they're quite swotty and have more 
books and newspapers per head of 
population than anywhere else! 
• There are absolutely no pubs in 
Iceland and the quaffing of beer is 
completely illegal! Fish from Marillion 
probably doesn't like Iceland! 
• The government there once planted 
a forest to perk things up a bit and 
discovered they'd been sold “dwarf 
pine" trees by mistake and they 
stopped growing at 4 feet! Prince 
probably- "" 

50 SIGNED ERASURE SINGLES 
PACKS TO BE WON! «| 



CULTURE CLUB TO 
RECORD TOGETHER AGAIN? 

time in two years. And a jolly 
time they seem to have had t 

Break Michael Jackson into 
little pieces then put him 

back together again!!! 
^^Ever wondered what Micha 

Jackson would look like wi 



RDAM! MADRID! ZURICH! 
ting giddily around Europe with Colin Vearncombe of Black 



PHILIPS 



WHATS GREEN AND 
MUSHY AND SPINS 

ROUND AND ROUND? 

(CARL’S BRAINS AT FULL VOLUME). 

THE D 8 3 0 4 TAKE A CLOSER LOOK. 



CONTROL THE REMIXES 
ORIGINAL 12" VERSIONS OF AIL THE HITS 
COMPACT DISC t CASSETTE INCLUDE BOHOS MIXES 

THE SINGLE 
FUNNY HOW TIME FLIES 
B/W WHEN I THINK OF YOU 
12" INCLUDES "WHEN I THINK OF YOU" REMIX 
7 AVAILABLE AS LIMITED EDITION GIANT POSTER BAG 

THE VIDEO 
CONTROL THE VIDEOS PART 2 





Pa uL 
Carol Decker sings with T’Pau, whose “China In Your Hand” 

single is a-hurtling up the charts. She also likes ironing, 
dancing round her handbag, breaking windows and.. . 





W H E N r 

t £ 

NEW SINGLE ON 7"AND 12" PHONE Q1 CBS 

NOW AVAILABLE IN LIMITED EDITION POSTER PACKAGE 



THE SMASH HITS • ■ PRIZE CROSSWORD 



I'm going to the dark 
To talk In rhyme 
With my chaotic sou 

Is too close to hell 

Oh I want to go 

Oh something won't 
Go to the place 
Where the darklandi 
And I awake from dr 
To a scary world of: 
And heaven I think 
Is too close to hell 
I want to move I war 
Oh I want to go 

Take me to the dark 
Oh God I get down i 
And I teel like I coul 
By the river of disea 
And I teel that I'm d' 

I'm down on my knr 

Oh I wanHo stay 



(Together) we’ll be together (togethe 
(Together) we’ll be together 

(We'll be together tonight) (together) 
(We’ll be together tonight) 

We’ll be together (together) 

(We’ll be together tonight) (together) 

—^ Reproduced y 

fas'll ¥ t®SCT«^ 

'!£ionUMagne?o1publishin! 



DO 

SINGLES 

THE SINGLES 
STOP YOUR SOBBING 

KID 

BRASS IN POCKET 
TALK OF THE TOWN 

I GO TO SLEEP 
DAY AFTER DAY 
MESSAGE OF LOVE 

BACK ON THE CHAIN GANG 

MIDDLE OFTHE ROAD 

2000 MILES 
SHOW ME 
THIN LINE BETWEEN LOVE AND HATE 

DON’T GET ME WRONG 

HYMN TO HER 

MYBABY 
Also includes 
IGOTYOU BABE 
(performed by UB40 with Chrissie Hynde) 

16 TRACKS ON CD LP CLEAR CASSETTE 

INITIAL QUANTITIES OF ALBUM INCLUDE 

LIMITED EDITION COLLECTORS’ POSTER 





k M 
“THE WEED” 

•If you are of a nervous and/or 
squeamish disposition you should 

immediately turn the page - but for those 
of stout hearts and sturdy stomachs here 
is a puzzle sensation that’s bound to 
sweep the nation: the Smash Hits Pop 

Monster scrablette! A team of top 
genetic engineers, using the limbs, 
torsos, heads, untoward clothing and 
other bits of leading pop stars, have 
created three extremely creepy Pop 
Monsters... The Weed (left), The Prat 

(centre) and The Macho “Man” (right). 
But can you tell which part of each 
monstrosity belongs to which pop star? 
It’s as easy as 1-2-3. Except it’s not... 
(Answers below) 

mu/ P°. j 

m ft 





ON RECORD • CASSETTE • COMPACT DISC 

PRODUCED BY JOHN PORTER AND THE ALARM 
ENGINEERED 'BY TONY PLATT 

THE THIRD ALBUM 
FEATURING THE CLASSIC SINGLE 

RAIN IN THE SUMMERTIME 



oi*i*ol I)i*o\vii 
9 M 

m '9 v« 
J bod>*j *ockin’ 
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7" +12"+CD 
BOY 103 
BOY 103-12 
CDEP9 





k U2 are monstrously successful, have devoted fans all over the world 
land are deeply sincere about what they do. But who are these four 
" blokes called Larry, Adam, Paul and Dave? Chris Heath finds out... 





REVIEW BOOK 

COMPETITION 

iS' 
whf 
nr 

WIN EVERY U2LP EVER MADE!!! 
(and their new book and a brilliant poster!) 



DONNYOSMOND 



WINTER IN THE TRENTINO. 
NOT JUST SNOW. 
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GEORGE 
MICHAEL 



(Jimmy: “Oh, that's just so 
untrue! ") Never ever lend him a 
household appliance, a camera 
or a Walkman because you'll 
never get it back in one piece. 
Who does your washing? 
Rose in the Kilburn High Road - 
she's the lady in the launderette. I 
don't have a washing machine 
which is stupid - I really should 
have one. So I leave it with Rose 
who's really nice. 

Full Name: Richard Keith 
Robert Coles. 
Born: 23/6/62 in Northampton. 
First crush: Captain James T. 
Kirk of the Starship Enterprise. 
He was just so handsome and 
masterful and so calm and in 
control. Five hundred souls under 
his command boldly going where 
no one had ever gone before! He 
could have boldly gone where 
he'd never gone before with me! I 
thought he was gorgeous. I was 
so jealous of Nurse Chappell! I 

neat wallet). I’ve got an Access. 
(Jimmy: “Oh yes? Just an 
Access? What about the 
colour?") I only got a gold one 
because it means you can have 
free bank charges! Anyway, I 
never like to be far from a credit 
card in case I’m passing a Next. 
I’m thinking about getting a Next 
Charge Card. Ohhh, I'm 
obsessed with Next at the 
moment. I don't buy all of my 
clothes there, but this is Next 
(pulls at jacket). I love it! I love 
the shop! The first thing I do 
when I go to a town is go 
shopping and find a Next. 
What are you reading at the 
moment? "The Wilderness 
Years" by Tony Benn - it's a 
volume of his political diaries 
which is wild. It's really good All 
the dirt on the Wilson 
Government. I always read 
before I go to sleep. I have lo 
read for at least an hour. Jimmy 
gets in his room and he s in bed 
and asleep like that (snaps his 
fingers) but it takes me hours. 
What’s the most truly 
horrible thing you’ve ever 
worn? Ooooohhh - I had a , 
Wrangler jacket that I must have 
got in about 1974 which had long 
lapels that came to about there 
(indicates knees) arid long things 
that came down to mid calf length 
- it was blue denim but the cut 
was like something out ol Edgar 

RICHARD: 
“I was sick all over my 
Great Aunt Phyllis at 

my cousin’s wedding... 
she never ever spoke to 

me again after that. I 
can’t say I blame her.” 



file 

Full name: James William Horsburgh 
Somerville. 
Born: 22 6'61 in Glasgow. 
First crush: Well. I don't know 
whether it was Captain Kirk or 
Lieutenant Uhura. I think probably 
Captain Kirk awakened tingles up my 
back, but Lieutenant Uhura - I just think 
she was so tab because she just used to 
have to sit there with her legs crossed 
and that thing in her ear and press 
keyboards all day. I loved her. 
First record ever bought: The first 
record I remember was Nancy Sinatra's 
"These Boots Are Made For Walking". 
Me and my sister used to listen to it 
before we went to school. My mum 
bought it for us. She used to always buy 
records and she used to buy one for us 
maybe if we were good, and on 
Sundays she would put them on and 
dance away in the kitchen whilst she 
was making our dinner. The first one I 
bought - God! I think it was Donna 
Summer's "Love Trilogy'. 
First concert: The B-52’s. Well, I saw 
the Bay City Rollers before that in a 
carpet showroom which they were 
opening, but they weren't really singing 
which was sad. So it's the B-52's. I was 
18 and it was just as I had moved down 
to London. It was fab because it was so 

Nickname at school: Summy. which 
is a bit boring. But sometimes I used to 
be called Dolly. (Richard: ‘Simply 
because he was as camp as 
Christmas/") 
Have you lost any money in the 
Great Stock Exchange Slump? I 
think all that is a bit unsound. It serves 
them all nght if they lost money for 
buying something that they already 
owned anyway. 
What would you do if you were 
invisible for a day? I d go to 
B uckingham Palace to see if the Queen 
■eally does go to the toilet and I'd follow 
-e - into the bog. Or I'd spend a day with 
f e Queen Mother - that could be quite 
: ;~p. I'd look through her wardrobe. 
•: _ <now how camp she is - she's 
~o--.3l. That would be really fab - a real 

dreadful things I can't even try and 
recollect! I always get in trouble after a 
few drinks. I've got a couple of friends - 
one called Morag - well, his real name's 
Paul but he's Scottish so we call him 
Morag - and when me and him are 
together it's just wild. We re like 
demons. (Richard: ”Vodka's the worst. If 
you ever see him drinking it just leave 
the room.") Oh yes, if Richard sees me 
in a bar and he thinks I've had one too 
many he won't even talk to me. But now 
I drink Guinness and tor the past few 
years I've been really good. I usually get 
over-excited when I drink and I always 
get into trouble. (Richard: "Jimmy, you 
always cause trouble.)" So I can't even 
think of the worst thing. It would be 
censored anyway. 
Where do you keep your credit 
cards? Ooooohh goodness knows! I've 
only got one - it's an Access and it's 
usually somewhere. I did tear one up 
once because I thought, "oh this is 
ridiculous!", because I just used to 
spend on it all the time, so I decided 
they were not a good idea. 
What are you reading at the 
moment? I never read. Richard brings 
books on tour, but I usually just bring my 
wee Walkman and a pile of tapes and 
constantly listen to music - all kinds of 
pop. I'm such a pop fan it's awful. 
Anything that's trashy I love. I've been 
listening to Rick Astley recently and 
quite a bit of Mel And Kim because I still 
like their album. What else? (Richard 
“That bloody Diana Ross videoI") Oooh 
yes! Have you seen the video for "Chain 
Reaction"? She's got this big fur coat on 
and this silver dress and she just trips 
down these stairs and every drag queen 
would just give their right leg to be able 
to walk in such a tight skirt and fur coat, 
walk down stairs and dance at the same 
time. It's just brilliant. It's a fabulous 
video. I just like trash like that - my mind 
doesn't stretch as far as being able to 
read. 
What’s the most truly horrible 
thing you've ever worn? I'm trying 
to think.. .the (host embarrassing thing 

Has Bono ever told you any good 
jokes? I think Bono's a bit of a joke 
But fen, Larry Mullen - that's another 
stof . e got a poster of him up in my 

thin-, -e s so wonderful. 
What's the worst thing about 
Richard? He smokes too much. That's 
defir . cot to be the worst thing. He 
smo*e5 - e a chimney - it's just 

Who does your washing? I do 
Sunda. ~ -sually wash-day It stab! It s 
great be:;. _se with a washing machine 
you don t- = . e to worry about service 
washes - you just grab it all. throw it a 
in the macfne then sit down and have 
some cornflakes. I love doing the 
laundry' I love taking it out and folding :t 
up. I used to oe -ea’iy pernickety anc" 
iron everything but I've stopped now I 
Yes. I even used to iron my underpants 
-1 used to iron everything H 
What’s the worst thing you’ve 
done after a couple of drinks? 
Oooooooh! IV e honestly done so many 

ever was when I had my perm. It was 
really long as well. It was wild. It came 
all the way down to here (indicates 
chest) and everyone used to think I was 
a girt because I used to always, always 
have long hair when I was young. I 
never, ever had short hair And then 

permed wedge! My clothes! (gasps in 
horror) Oh don 't11 remember once I was 
going out and my dad was hanging out 
the window and screaming at me to 
corrfe back in the house because there 
was no way a son of his was going to 

neighbours could see him dressed like 
that. A)! the neighbours were at the 
window anyway because he was 
shouting so loud! I had my perm, I had 
one of those huge great jumpers with a 
belt round my waist, really tight, tight 
tight ankle-choker jeans, really pointed 
shoes and this bag like a gas-mask bag 
- it was really wild. I just looked s-o-o-o- 
o-o mental. I looked like a drag queen. 
My dad was so horrified that I was going 



WITH A 
STAR! 

CELEBRITY TEE SHIRTS 

•99 fiNLYA AH 

El 
Now you can be seen out and 

about with your favourite star, 

just by wearing one of our Tee 

Shirts! Be seen with Michael 

Jackson, 5 Star, Simple Minds, 

Queen, Iron Maiden and 

many more. 

WOOLWORTHS 



Scr'wSk >o 

Before your college interview, 
brush no on your geography. 

No-one ever made a good impression at an 
interview by turning up hot, bothered and late. 

So when you’re doing the rounds, why not 
take along one of our free pocket-sized maps? 

There are 73 to choose from. And you can 
take any five. 

You’ll find they’re just the job if you want 

to arrive cool, calm and tfjjj') IWIItHSilCfl 
on time. " 

Send to: Midland Students, Midland Bank Marketing Department, P.O. Box 2, FREEPOST, Sheffield SI 1AZ. 

(* delete as applicable) 
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Clear 
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A PART Y ON THE PHONE ? 
— YOU'RE KIDDING! 

YES- IT'S TRUE ! 
CALL TALK ABOUT 
^ now a . 

OVER 18 ? 
ADULTS 

.CALL . 

UNDER 18? 
TEENAGERS 

--CALL 

It's like a PART V®" thePHOf\l£ 







SONY/TAPE. YOU’LL KNOW IT WHEN YOU HEAR IT. 
Exclusive to larger Woolworths stores. 46 minutes of colourful sounds. £1.09 each or £4.99 per 5-pack. 



THE 
JESUS 
AND 
MARY 
CHAIN 
DARKLANDS 

OUT NOW 

ON 3-TRACK 7, 4-TRACK 12 
AND LIMITED EDITION 
4-TRACK 10 
INITIAL QUANTITIES OF 7 AND 12 
SPECIAL LIMITED EDITION GATE FOLD PACKS 

PREVIOUSLY UNRELEASED TRACKS INCLUDE: 
RIDER 
SURFIN’ USA (APRIL OUT-TAKE) 
ON THE WALL (PORTA STUDIO DEMO) 
HERE IT COMES AGAIN BLANCO 1 





She used to do smack 

for a laugh. 

Now, she’ll do anything 

for smack. 

Suppose you try smoking smack just the once, just for 

a laugh? 

It won’t turn you into a prostitute just like that. 

But if you get further into it, it’ll cost you more and 

more money all the time. 

Which will turn you into a liar, a scrounger and a thief. 

If you get really desperate for money, you might even 

sell your body. 

Or, you may be tempted to share a needle or equipment. 

You probably swore you'd never do either. (Like you 

probably swore you’d only try smack once.) 

Both these things can put you in danger from AIDS. 

And as anyone who's got it will tell you, there’s not 

many laughs in that. 

SMACK ISN’T WORTH IT 





Vet£A*pfl°Tr 
Dear Get Smart!. 

I wonder if you could help me 
find out something that's been 
bugging me no end. I’ve been 
staying with my brother in London 
and all the time I was dying to see 
Neil or Chris from the Pet Shop 
Boys. Then I did see someone very 
like Neil in a shop but I didn't dare 

as him or not. So please 
1 Liberty's, < 
ugust 26 at Regent Street on Augu:_ _ 

about 2pm wearing blue jeans and 
a light blue t-shirt. If it was Neil he 

%achel, Hull. 

Oddly enough, after checking 
his diary, Neil can confirm that it 

meet Chris at 2pm in the 
bookshop,” he says, “but we 
missed each other. I was getting 
into the lift to check if Chris was 
In the furniture department.” In 
fact Chris had been waiting 

sd that 

thought he looked suspicious so 
he went to wait outside and they 
didn’t meet until 3pm. 

Dear Get Smart!, 
I recently bought a cassette 

called "Disco” by the Pet Shop 
Boys which is very good but I came 
across a song called “Paninaro” 
during which there’s someone 
saying “I don't like country & 
western, don’t like rock music, 
don’t like much really, do I? But 
what I do like I love passionable." 
Please could you tell me who it is? 
Is it Chris Lowe by any chance? 
Pet Shop Boys Fan, Gosport. 

«These are just three of the 
thousands of perplexed viewers 
who’ve written in about 
“Paninaro”. Yes, the spoken bits 
are by Chris Lowe. The line after 
“New York etc.” goes “Armani, 
Armani, Versace, cinque” 
Armani and Versace are trendy 
designers, while “cinque” is the 
Italian word for “five”. And the 
piece of speech (which actually 
ends “what I do like I love 
passionately”) is also Chris 
Lowe and is taken from a foreign 
interview where he was asked 



Vet^F* *1 
ie Pet Shop Boys planning 
his year or not? 

i Oh dear. Sad to say, they’re 
not. Though they’re forever 
mentioning going on tour but 
never doing it (just like 
Bananarama), they now say “w 
are thinking of touring after ou 
third album in 1989. Up till now 

would be in small theatres and 
very theatrical and has proved 
too expensive.” Instead, though, 
they’ve been making a 75 minute 
film at the seaside, featuring 
music from both “Please” and 
“actually”. This features actress 
Barbara Windsor as a seaside 
landlady, Joss Ackland as a 
priest and Nescafe advert “hero” 

m Chris gets 
chased down the Clacton sea 
front by Hell’s Angels and Neil 
dresses up in a gold leather 
outfit as “The Rock Star” and 
gets wet in the sea. It was going 
to be called Actually, and then It 
Couldn’t Happen Here but now 
the title is “undecided”. It will be 
available on video in December 
and hopefully either on TV or in 
the cinema in January. 

On Love Me Tender, the tribute 
on television to Elvis Presley, the 
Pet Shop Boys sung a song called 
"Always On My Mind”. Is it 
possible to buy it on record? 
Pet Shop Boys No. 1 Fan. 

■ When they originally recorded 
it for the programme they 
thought at most they'd put it on 
a b-side but now they’ve decided 
they’re so pleased with It that it’ll 
be out as their next single. It's 
scheduled for November 30 and 
they’ll be recordinc 
for It when ' 

. Vt going to make any more records but th__ „„ 
A Sin” and the new record because they ran out of money? 
Daniel Gibson, Newcastle Upon Tyne. 

The glasses in question again come from Tokyo - a designer 
called Issey Miyake - though they can be bought in London. As for 
your “theory” about their retirement they both just laughed about it 
and said it was most definitely a complete and utter fib... 

Shop Boys made? Everytime I go 
into my local record “emporium" 
they have all sorts of odd ones 
there - it’s getting very confusing. 
Duncan Peppercorn, Cheshire. 

• Something like the full 
selection is shown on the right. 
Everything is included except for 
imports - i.e. records released in 
different countries - which are 
only included if they contain 
music you can’t get in the British 
versions. As for what’s still 
available you should be able to 
get all the LPs, all the 7 s and 
the first versions of the British 
12"s if you scout around (except 
for the original versions of 
“West End Girls” and 
“Opportunities”, that Is); the 
others you’ll probably only find 
in second hand or specialist 
record collector's shops... 





PHIL COQL^b/t 

Cool's Out 
is on sale at 

all good 
bookshops. 

Buyone 
early 

£3.95 
David & Charles 

ALL IN THE NEXT BRILLIANT ISSUE OF SMASH HITS 

pin on a wall 

you barmy 

a bus 

well I never!" 

goat up 

SMASH HITS 
ON SALE NOVEMBER 18 

STILL ONLY 48p!! (?) 





SANDRA’S BOYFRIEND 

Sandra said 
“You caul buy 
happiness.. 

btAt wten wevticMed the 
pWcpersoKbi/ stereo 
you C3^bu^'a\ 
Ruwbeloui&zte $&idi 

deferent, PINK AND PERSONAL 

especially ss you ofoWfc evm 
tbMXiAjiiksK 

ijte dbher people 
txqing fridges 

NOT FRIDGES EITHER &> OK;. MOW 

ttefc Ruiwbelows se/l Mms » 
ikaFVicfge 
ffeeZone. THE NEW WAY TO BUY HI-FI 



been given a record deal Hasn't all | 
this happened before - under age !, 
sex, pervish men, News Of The i 
World, a "song"? Ah yes, her name | 
was Mandy Smith, wasn't it? 

Honestly Blackie, I know a few 
people who are incredibly talented >5 
and devoted musicians, but they're a 

-to a recording 

Dear Black Type, 
I'm gonna tell you somethin' I bet 

you've never heard of yet: on the 
MARRS record "Pump Up The 
Volume" and after the "put the 
needle on the record" bit you hear 
an Arabic old song called "Haihat 
Yabul Zulof which m 

so we got very upset and 
disappointed1. Thafs all ackcheloi. 
Not much of a song, right? Anyway 1 
just felt like telling you 
S. Chaabban, Amman, Jordan. 

And I’m very glad you did, sir, 
very glad indeed! Take a token ’n’ 
towel for your acute powers of 

translation!). Bilko!(?) 

Dear Black Type 
After purchasing a copy of the 

Wet Wet Wet album "Popped In 
Souled Out" I noticed something 
strange about some of the lyrics. 
Although 1 hadn't heard the songs 
before I knew some of the lyrics 
especially those to “Angel Eyes 
(Home and Away)". It wasn't until I 
played the Squeeze LP “Cosi Fan 
Tutti Frutti" that I realised why. 

In "Heartbreaking World" on side 
two of the Squeeze LP are the 
following lyrics: 
‘The saddest thing I've ever seen, 
was a football fan dying for his team 

ie toughest thing I've e 

was that baby's cry in this wicked 
world.’ 

On side one of the WWW LP 
he following lyrics: 

The toughest thing I've ev 
was that newborn scream 
wicked world." 

OK, it could be a coinci 

LETTERS 
also WWWs second single "Sweet 
Little Mystery" contained four lines 
from the Van Morrison song “A 
Sense Of Wonder". I do think that 
WWW are a good band, but they'd 

own lyrics instead of ripping off 

A quick word to any new^bands 

From a devoted Squeeze fan who 
prefers the original version of their 

Mick Jagger's latest song "Let's 
Work". 

1 feel it is a nasty way of pointing 

_Mr Jagger should 
do something to encourage these 
people e.g. "Don't Give Up" By 
Peter Gabriel and Kate Bush. 

I do hope other people see my 
point of view. 
Yours sincerely 
Miss Kim Palmer (Aged IS) . 

Dear Mr Type, 
I thought I'd send you some 

handy hints and useful suggestions 
as to what you can do with the 
cardboard thingy in the middle of 
any ordinary household toilet roll. 
1. Use it to put salad cream in when 
the bottle smashes. 
2. Affix red light bulb to the top, 
place on head and run around the 
house shouting: "I'm an ambulance/ 
fire engine" (you can even use 
appropriate noises to add to the 
effect), 
3. Make a model Joshua Tree (as 
shown on Blue Peter). 
4. Show it to everybody and say 
"Look what I found in the toilet", 
5. Use it to help mum with the 
hoovering. 
6. Send one to that poor Mr Tebbit 

If you have quite a collection of 
these useful items here are some 
suggestions for you; 
1, Write a name on each one. e.g. 
Colin, Julian, Andrew, Alexander 
and place on the front window for 
all the neighbours to see. 
2. Tie ribbons around them and 

Small Dreams Of A Scorpion. 
Astonish visitors with your literary 
knowledge, 
5. Attach to your fingers and go 
shop-lifting without leaving any 
finger prints. 

I hope you appreciate these 

Mmmm. Just the sort of thing I 
find most useful for occupying 
any spare time at the end of a 
long’n'tiring day. I shall certainly 
try out your little “experiments” 
the second I arrive in Type 
Towers this very evening! 

B.T., 
While doodling around on the front 
cover of Smash Hits, I came up with 
the following anagrams of BLACK 
TYPE. Ok, so they don't make the 
slightest bit of sense, but nor do 
most of your letters, 
TYPAL BECK 
PLATY BECK 
PLACK BYTE 
PECKY BLAT 
PATLY BECK 
APTLY BECK 
TACK PLY BE 
PECK ALT BY 
PACT ELK BY 
PACK LET BY 
LACK PET BY 
KEPT CAL BY 
KELP CAT BY 
KELP ACT BY 
CALK PET BY 
BECK PLY AT 
Nelly Brown's Left Earlobe In Outer 
Mongolia, Kent. 

Fascinating. Any advance on 16, 

Dear B.T.. 
I am miffed. I am sure that many 

other people are miffed too. 
Hopefully, I speak for every Welsh, 
Irish and Scottish person when I sai 
that we are being snubbed by the 

People like Madonna speak in 
interviews of touring Britain, when 
all they really do is play two venues 
in England and then clear off to 
France (or somewhere similar). 
This, while being great for people 
in London, Leeds, Birmingham, 
Liverpool etc. is a bit bloody 

Wales and Ireland suffer most. I 
know that as countries go neither of 
them are incredibly big, but there 
are thousands of potential concert 
goers living here with no concerts 
to go to. 

So, a message to all groups going 

The little blobby bit to the left of 
England is called Wales, the big bit 
on top of England is called Scotland 
and across a bit from Wales is a 

place called Ireland. 
People live in all of these places. 

Kindly stop ignoring them. 
Mr Angry's Nephew. 

Dearest Type of Blackcurrant. 
The world is round so that we 

can get the news from America in 
time for our morning papers. 
The Cougar, Camberley. 

Indeed it is, Cougar, indeed it is. 
Why, if the world were in fact 
flat, then we wouldn’t have to put 
up with either of the major 
afflictions of our time, namely the 

Dear Black Type, 
Some people have no feelings. 

Terence Trent D’Arby - yessir, 
that's who I'm talking about. Some 
of us are on the dole, you know, so 
what does Terence "very socially 
conscious" D’Arby do - only spend 
£63 on magic hippie nonsense, £136 
on poncy bourgeois books, £213 on 
compact discs (compact discs!) all 
washed down with posh ice cream 
and Perrier water. I hope he 

Mel & Kim's ha 

the Queen Of Sleaze, Madonna, I 
would like to give you a few facts. 

1) Madonna did not invent the 
beauty spot! Adam Ant did! 

showing off her belly bi 
Ant did! 

3)You've . 
Adam Ant is.-,- 
famous, gorgeous singer from the 
early '80s who brought out v. brill 
records like "Stand And Deliver" 
and "Prince Charming" and "Puss 'N 
Boots". Remember them!! His spirit 

;r die!! willne 
Sarah, Altrmcl 

Never, Sarah, never!! Why, who 
can ever forget that immortal 
refrain “a-rump-a-dump-a-rump- 
a-dump” from, er, whichever one 
it was... Or even “fa diddly qua 
qua” from, er, that other one... 
Viva Adam! 

Dear Sirs, 
Mike Peters of The Alarm has 

himself as the goon 

awful group have berated us 
their "anthems" - songs that; 
supposed to be c 
and "spiritually uplifting" and even 
"political" in the way U2 songs are 
■political". But when it comes to real 
politics, Peters reveals himself as a 
nincompoop and an ignoramus. 

I am referring, of course, to the 
Mike Peters Personal File in Smash 
Hits (21 October - 3 November), 
You ask the singer - flippantly, I 
suspect - whether he is going to 
buy any BP shares and, although he 
has the sense to say he's not, he 
goes on to say that he thinks "all this 
privatisation and selling shares in 
these big companies is a good k 
opportunity for people.. 

For which people, Mike? For the I 
ghastly yuppies in the city getting J 



im?i 
^ rich on funny money, perhaps. For | 
■ anyone else? I think not. British 
~ Telecom, British Gas and the rest 1 

belonged to us all until the 
Thatcher government sold them off. I 
Then two things happened. 1: 
Services deteriorated (we won't go I 
into all that but when's the last time 1 
you tried to obtain satisfaction from | 
a phone box?) 2: The Government I 
has created a host of new devoted 1 
Tories who were so worried about j 
protecting their piffling little shares I 
profits that they'd never dream of 8 
voting Labour again... 

Unless, of course, the stock 
market collapsed and exposed the I 
whole notion of "popular capitalism" 1 
as the sham it is. Well, the stock I 
market has collapsed - and serves 8 
all the greedy mongrels right, I say. | 
(Much less money around to waste | 
on wretched albums by The Alarm s 
too, ho ho.) 

"Is it just Tory bribery?" you 1 
sensibly ask Peters of the BP si 
scheme, His reply? "I wouldn't 
really know about that," No, he 
wouldn't, would he? The man is a 
buffoon. 
H Papa, Norwich. 

Dear Black Type. 
An ode for you entitled Ode To 

The Lady In The Fray Bentos Ad 
Who Goes Into The Butcher's Shop 
And Buys A Can Of Mince Except 
She Doesn't Pay For It. 

Ode To The Lady In The Fray 
Bentos Ad Who Goes Into The 
Butcher's Shop And Buys A Can Of 
Mince Except She Doesn’t Pay For 
It. 

Oh, lady in the Fray Bentos Ad 
Three questions: 

1) If you only wanted a can of 
mince why did you go into the 
butcher's shop when such items are 
more normally found on the shelves 
of all fine supermarkets? 

2) Do you realise that shoplifting 
- ’ ' le by going to prison for 

Nestor, Marlinsspike 

Ode To Lester Piggot 

Have you not? 
Lester (or the “Long Fellow” as 

we lovers of the turf used to call 

Oh, Lester 

bumping and boring in the 
straight (a bit of horse racing 
parlance there, viewers - further 
proof, were it needed, that my 
pages are education indeed) 

Carrying seven pounds 
overweight and getting fined for 
overuse of the whip 

You were ever the “housewives 
favourite” 

Even though you were a 
grumpy old sod 

Unlike our lovely Lucinda 
Prior-Palmer 

ae drummer of It Bites: 

high street, you look a complete 
bimbo, 

2) Owen Paul invented rock 'n' 
roll (except he didn't). 

3) Your publisher is really Uncle 
Disgusting, 

4) J.P. Hartley played bass on the 
latest W.A.S.P. waxing. 

6) Peter Cook!! 
Phew! 
"Pop facts ahoy!" - Uri Geller. 

Yours, Spook-Person, Hainault. 

t all 12-inch records 
-centimetre (or 300 
tre) singles and 7-ii ’ 

Five Star Fan, Swansea 

A Publisher Writes: Take a letter 
Miss Pringle: Dear Five Star Fan, 
What a splendid idea! I have myself 
been thinking along the same lines 
for some time.and 1 was only just 
saying to Miss Pringle (my 
secretary, you understand) that it 

research on the proposed money- 
spinner, ahem, scheme to benefit 
youngsters. Now that I have 
received your letter, however, I 
feel we should strike while the iron 
is hot, so to speak, and get in there 
matey. Shall we say that you 
provide, say, 9S per cent of the 
"capital" and I provide the 
experience gained from my many 
years in youth publishing. I shall 
expect a large cheque by the end 
of the week Yours... 1 say, Miss 
Pringle, what would your own 
"measurements" be if we all 
converted to metric? Something 

1 like (Be off with y< 
B.T.) 

Dear Blacketh Type 
Good day to you, my little black 

friend. Being the sort of chap that I 
■ am, I thought that I would write and 

tell you of my amazing claims to 

1) You remember that chuckling 
old dog belonging to John Noakes 
called Shep? Well, yes, I have 
actually patted that famous mutt! 

2) You remember that 
unforgettable furriest of furballs 
Bagpuss? Well, I only have a feline 

I object (l e. a cat) of the very same 

■ name! Yes, I thought you'd faint!!! 
| Incidentally, what has the so- 
I called-femous-so-called-Chinese- 
I astrologer got to say about Virgo? 
I Murray The Cougar, Arran, 

Virgo (May 12 - Joe Bugner): This 
is the time of year to really clean 
out that coal scuttle. Rising 
Saturn at the back of the house 
means extra work for you on 
Friday. Lucky colour: 
black’n’decker. 

Taurus (Bob Holness - July 19): 
Nosebleeds all round on the 7th. 
Lucky stone: Jimmy Tarbuck. (?) 

Dear Black Type, 
Robert Smith is without doubt two 

coupons short of a toaster (i,e. 
mad). In his singles reviews in 
Smash Hits (21 October-3 
November) he describes Rick 
Astleys voice as "weird" and 
■incredibly bland". Furthermore he 
says that Mel And Kim are "a 

re attractive" than 
dethinks the pot 
black. Robert 

omnns own voice is a dreadful 
warble and as for his looks, might 
one say that his figure is nowhere 
near as svelte as Ricks, let alone 
Mel And Kim’s? Robert Smith says 
’ - prefers The Jesus And Mary 

calleth th« 

Dear Black Type, 
I am glad to see that at last you 

are beginning to pay proper 
homage to the king of rock 'n' roll, 
the grandaddy of 'em all, the 

(Smash Hits, 7-20 October). I see 

refers to a certain Dave Stewart as 
"Rolf throughout your article. Who 
is this Stewart fellow? Has he ever 
serenaded us with a version of "Sun 
Arise"? Has he ever so much as 
emitted an "a-oo-a-oo-chukka- 
chukka" to the world? Has he 
bogroll!!!(?), 
Rolf Harris'Biggest Fan, West 

is he bogroll indeed! And for 

o that section they call Bitz in 
ihese very pages and rejoice at 
Sir Rolfs seminal place in the 
history of the beard in rock! Aye, 
cobber!!(?). 

I group and the recent events you 
would know that the split was 

| amicable. I fear that now there will 
I be no group to match The Smiths; it 

was a sad day when they split. I 
wish people like you could learn to 
be a little more open minded and 
stop trying to deride everything 

Dear Black Type, 
I am writing to express my 

concern about Smash Hitd 
infatuation with “spook" things like 
palm readers, fortune tellers, 
doodle analysts etc. All these 
people are obviously complete 
charlatans who make a fat living out 
of superstitious gullible mugs such 
as Terence Trent D'Arby and 
indeed your good selves. 

As well as being a bit of a con, 
don't you think that dabbing in 
spiritualism and mysticism etc is a 

A Concerned Reader, Basmgstoke. 

Dear Black Type, 

Smash Hits (21 October-?3116 ° 
November), a young chap called 
Rick Astley talks about a song he 
once wrote called “Ruddy Big Pig". 
I wonder if by any chance this 
could be the same ditty as "Ruddy 
Big Pig", a record released back in 
1954 when I myself was, let us say, 
slight more au fait with the world of 

Dad, 

everywhere for a copy of this 
original "Ruddy Big Pig" but - alas! 
- no luck Oh well, never mind De 
as some of your younger readers 
might say. If you do happen to 
come across a copy of "Ruddy Big 
Pig", as I say it was released in 1954 
---- i? J.P.” ' 

J.P.! Oh yes, 11_ 
in question. Let’s see now. 
“Ruddy big pig, high and low, 
ruddy big (Oh, clear off Type - 

Smash Hits (21 October-3 
November) entitled “What The 
Joggins Is This 'Drill Instructor1 
Malarkey All About?". Well, what 
exactly does the word "joggins" 
mean? I am convinced after much 
etymological research and hours 
spent scouring linguistic tomes that 

woolly sweater worn by peasants 
in the wine growing region of 
France.” There. That’s that one 
“cleared” up. (??) 
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SERIOUSLY GOOD SOUND FROM A TRULY PORTABLE PORTABLE. 
The new Sharp WQ-T484E. One of the because the same motor drives both tapes, 

famous Back-to-Backtwin range of portables. 4-band graphic equaliser for perfectly 

With stunningly powerful 70 watts (PMPO) tailored sound. APSS (auto programme 

sound, because the unique back-to-back twin search system) to find your favourite track 

tape mechanism allows more room for bigger, quickly and easily. 4-band stereo radio, 
more powerful speakers and amplifiers. Compatible with CD. 

The Back-to-Back twin also ensures Also from the 

more accurate tape to tape recording, Sharp Back-to-Back 



WHO ELSE BUT SHARP? 
twin range: the WQCD15E, with the added 

dimension of CD in a superbly styled 

portable. 

Or the great sound of the high fashion 

QT-F40, in a choice of red, green or yellow. 

Or the QT-F10, 80s quality, style and 

sound. 

Or for personal stereo, the JC-F3. 

Fashion for your ears in vivid colours — 

white, red, yellow, blue or green. 

□ Q3)[E^ 
Sharp Electronics (UK) Ltd, 



Heartbeat are seven fana 
homosexuals are sinners 

a pop group wit 

warneD * or 
WAITER, THERE’S 

SOME SOUP IN MY 
FLIES. * BYTHe 
STUL© counoiL 

AVAILABLE ON 7", 12 , 

CASSETTE/SINGLE 

& COMPACT DISC 



LIONS OF* 
i TO TURI>3| 
Iho call themselv £ |p!rmissionaries", believe that 

jrVvay of thinking. They're also, 
Jaw investigates.. . g 



Available from selected branches of: Co-operative Stores, Martin, John Menzies, N.S.S. Forbuoys, W. H. Smith, 
Underwoods, F. W. Woolworth and leading independent stockists. 

ALL THE BEST IDEAS 
START WITH PLATIGNUM. 

The new student cartridge pen, £1.50. 
Just one of a range of fountain pens from Platignum g// 







IN NEXT WEEK’S 

• GEORGE MICHAEL inth. 
centrespread 

• CELEBRITIES MAKE A GUY 
for bonfire night 

• FASHION WRAPS UP in winter woollies 
• SPY SNIFFS OUT NOSES 
® BEAUTY lets you in on all the latest news 
make-over of the month 

• BOYS REVEAL THEIR VESTS. . . could 
be interesting 

• NICHOLAS LYNDHURST is in Profile 
\ Plus Fiction, Advice and much 
I much more. 



Running 
in the family 

PLATINUM 
EDITION 

Limited Edition 
2 RECORD SET 

FEATURING 

5 REMIXES 
It’s over 

Lessons in love 
Running in the family 

World machine 
Something about you 

ALSO AVAILABLE SPECIAL EDITION 
CASSETTE & COMPACT DISC 

1 only listen t 
singer with The Police, and now a 
full-time toff. William Shaw visits him in 
his London snoot-mansion.. . 

Up on the top of a big hit 
one of the leafiest parts 
London there's a pc-1' * 

building that Stinq calls hi! 

■' lives whenever he’s not staying 
t at the apartment in New York '■ I 

where he writes his songs, or 
nipping off to the sunny 
Caribbean isle of Montserrat to Jf 
record LPs, or flying around tb 

, world on tour. 
To get to Sting's house, yi 

first have to find the quiet lift 
, street packed full of BMW and L 

Mercedes cars. Sting's abode ia 
down at the far end, the one wi"* 
the Range Rover parked 
outside. Walk up the path and H 
you’ll find yourself in front of a j 
panelled entrance hall 1 
choc-a-bloc with dozens of sn 
pictures, old prints, a photo of U 
Sting and his girlfriend Trudi, . 

-jins somewhere around a 
thousand tomes. 

"Books,” he announces 
seriously, “are the only thing I 
collect. I keep the most 

k dog-eared paperbacks from my 
f university years that are covered 

■""T all the notes that I made in 

terrible book stealer. I borrow 
them from friends and never 
give them back. I tove books.” 

What a bookworm! But then 
you only have to take a glance at 
his new LP “...Nothing Like The 

which appear to be by famous 
old toffs like Thomas Hardy " - 
novelist, and Vaughan Willie. ... 
the classical composer. Oo-er. 

, Go through another hefty oak 
door into the massive kitchen 

' (strewn with copper pans and 
I ladles and bits of v. ancient 
t looking “antique" furniture) and 
' you’ll find Sting sitting at one 0 

end of a monstrous dining tables 
where he’s quaffing his cup of fcf) 
morning coffee. At one end of ji 
the room there’s a huge glass 
patio door which looks out ontcr* 

Sun” to see what a swot he 
For a start, the title is a quotation 
from a sonnet by Shakespeare, 
and then he’s covered the back 
in sleeve notes about his 
favourite authors and jazz 
musicians and composers. But 
could all this not be thought of as 
just a teensy weensy bit, er, 
pretentious? 

“Well, I do read," blurts a 
slightly miffed Sting. “I n 
the sleeve notes aren't there for 
cosmetic reasons. When I read 
a book and it becomes the 
inspiration for a song, it's my 

j it?" says Sting. “I've had it for 1 
■I three years now. Unfortunately] 
■ don't spend much time here 

these days. Would you like a I 
coffee or an orange juice?” 

To. Here we are in the posh 
•Id of Sting’s London f 
d-a-terre, and ruddy T 

. lensive it all looks. On the 
1 wall behind his head hang I 
' hundreds of rather swanky * 

looking paintings, some of then! 
looking somewhat familia 

“Yeah,” assents Sting 
glancing up at one i—u - 
“that one is famous 

duty to name my sources. I 
someone buys a book because 
of those liner notes then I’d be 
more than willing to take the flak 
of being called pretentious." 

After all, he says, lots of the 
songs he’s written before have 
referred to famous old people 
like Jung (mad psycho-analyst 
who invented a theory about 
“Synchronicity" which Sting 
wrote a song about), Arthur 
Koestler (loony philosopher who 
wrote a book called “Ghosts In 
The Machine" which Sting wrote 
a song about) and Nabokov 
(weird Russian pen author who 
-1-is about). 

Jung because ^called an album 
‘Synchronicity’," boasts Stinq. “I 

allow people who think it’s 
pretentious to affect how I 
present my work...” 

“that one is famous. The one 
next to it looks like it's a Dali 
(famous old artist who painted 
wonky watches) but it’s not. Why 
do I like paintings? Well, this i 
house is quite big so it needs a " 

_lls. I quit_ 
i but they're not something that I 

really care about. If the house 
was on fire I'd save the books ? 

I most of today's pop music 
isn't much cop at all. “I only 
listen to classical music,” he 
pipes, trotting off the name of 

I composer that he’s particularly 

My, my. As fans of the former 
singer and bass player with Tha 
Police will know, Sting likes to L 
be thought of as quite a bookish. 
—it. His library, he says, 

plans to appear as one of the 
• narrators on a LP of classical 

ic by Stravinsky alongside 
actors Ian McKellern and 
Vanessa Redgrave. 

"I can’t remember the name of 
the band we're doing it 





AT BARCLAYS 
YOUR A LEVELS WILL 

GET YOU FURTHER 
THAN YOU THINK. 

If you want to reach management level, it doesn’t have 

Well not at Barclays anyway. 

If you’ve got six ‘O’ levels and hope to get two ‘A’ levels, 

grade ‘C’ or above (ora BTEC National in Business Studies) 
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Puff! Trees were torn up by 
the roots and sent helter- 
skeltering through the streets, 
wreaking havoc and mayhem. 
Puff! Chimney stacks 

' id, windows shattered 
rotor cars went all 

topsy-turvy. Puff!!! Poor old 
Michael Fish. What a clot he 
made of himself. Puff!!!!!!!!!!!! 
Telegraph poles went wonky, 

the South was plunged Into a 

Aiutterings 

;nt of... The Big Wind! Whose Trousers Have Caught 

. anting the cost of the 
thundering typhoon. 
Mutterings. still shaking from 
the terrifying moment when 
the flowerpot on the window 
ledge plunged to the ground, 
brings you all the Big Wind 
repods from the crazy world 
of pop... Big Wind 1: 
Amazulu in horrifying tree 
through skylight ordeal. Little 
did Anne Marie Ruddock of 
the 'Zules suspect the fate 
that awaited her as she ■ 
pottered about the home 
listening to the strains of her 
very own "Mony Mony” on 
the radio... CRAAAASH!! 
Suddenly a hit of a tree came 
hurtling through the skylight. 
What a shock!... Big Wind 

the stockmarket crash an 

frenzy. The drummer of REO 
Speedwagon narrowly 
escaped the jaws of the Big 

trousers did catch fire. Yes, 
there was the old Cheg 
maniac cruising along in his 
Land Rover to fetch the 
divine Mrs Chegwiri i.e. 
Maggie "And-this-is-a-very- 
interesting-machine- for- 
tieieci nu-inreign-oadicles- 
in-the-stomach-linings-of- 
killer-ants-and-l'm-going-to- 
pretend-to-understand-how- 

i i.ion- 
i«. Ml- : 

Phil“bin” from the railway 
station when - fizz! - a spark 
leapt from behind the 
dashboard and set light to 
the Cheggertrousers because 
he had given them a liberal 
dousing of petroleum 
beforehand (no, Mutterings 
doesn't quite understand this 

true)1 Anyrayjhe'^heg loon 

Fox Bruce Willis Anita 
Dobson, Chris our Brian" 
Quinten Des O'Connor 

Mutterings hears about The 
Cult s Ian Astbury 
snubbing the divine 
Madonna? The bounder! 
Mrs Penn apparently was so 
eager to make the 
acquaintance of the ghastly 
goth that she sent him a 
personal note at his hotel in 
New York and a batch ol 

is a mud wrestler like Vince 
Neil ol Motley Criie s good 
iady, or perhaps a 
heavyweight boxing champ 
such as Mike Tyson, who 

Chase. In the last episode, if 
you recall, we told you lr~ 
aged thespian chump 

one.)... And so\on to more 
mundane matters i.e. People 
In Pop Whose Trousers Have 
Caught Fire... People In Pop 

''From a sucker to a hybrid," 
"quipped” Eddie (no, 
Mutterings doesn't get it 
either) whereupon Whitney 
had to intervene to stop 
Tyson mashing young Eddie 
into a line puree. Boys will 
he boys... And so 

spooky “concepts" like 
reincarnation. "A few months 
ago I met an Indian guru wh 
revealed that I have had foui 
previous lives,” she 
announced in an Italian 
magazine. “I was always a 
boy who always died at the 
age of 12." She went on to 

galley boy on a p 
But enough ofthi 
nonsense! It's tirr 

a new Mutterings "category" 

Been Bashed About A Bit: 
Pop Stars Who've Been 
Bashed About A Bn / Mark 
Shaw (he ol Then Jerico 

gaggle of hooligans outside a 
kebab house. The thi 

ey Houston when they spotted Mark they 

pair of black eyes, the poor 
chap... Pop Stars Who've 
Been Bashed About A Bit Z. 
Living In A Box have been 

couple of ribs when he fell 
out of bed while having a 
nightmare (the chump), 
Marcus Vere slipping in 
the rain and straining his 

spraining his ankle (the 
clumsy clot). And to cap it all 
Richard's car, a tlimsy little 
Fiat, was another victim of 

completely squashed by a 
falling tree. Which brings us 
quite neatly hack to where we 
began... i.e. The Big Wind 
and the story about Shakey 

wizard was left red-laced 
when his toupe was whisked 
away by a particularly hefty 
gust of wind while he was 
performing at the Brighton 
Pavilion... Actually that last 
“story" is a complete and 
utter lie which Mutterings 
has invented because it 
hasn't got any "true" ones 
left. Which is a good enough 
reason to call it a day don't 
you think’ (Yes, most 
detinitely Ed.) Toodle-pip 
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