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FAITH NO MORE: 
SOME DISTURBING FACTS 

HOW TO CAPTURE A PANTHER IF 

FAMOUS NORWEGIAN TRIO 

THE PRIMITIVES ► 



▲ 6. Pose for your offical “We ' 
Captured A Panther Even 

Though We’re Norwegian” 
photograph... (Sniilipl!I I think you'll 
find Norwegian pop group A “- 

Iheifnewsingle "ita^OnTi 
is out in early March and it's . 
themselves up or something - A 
Norwegian "music" "boffin".) 
What larksters, eh, listeners? 

bba. Now there was a group, eh 
viewers? 

_ My my at Waterloo Napoleon 
deedsurrendair. . Indeed. Who 
could ever forget the golden and 
sumptious strains of Swedish 
dynamos Abba who in 1974 swept 
the globe asunder by winning the 
Eurovision Song Contest dressed 
only in hideous satin pantaloons and 
sparkling jumbo boots? How can we 
ever underestimate the glory of these 
Scandanavian troupers who over the 
next seven years would “notch up" a 
startling 19 top ten hits and nine 
number ones. . .“Knowing Me 
Knowing You", “Dancing Queen”, 
“Fernando". “SuperTrouper” and 
lillions of others? What imperishable 
"’•sty these golden-locked 

sters brought to the 
_lational galaxy of mirth and 
melody! But then they broke up and 

Phil Collins, poor thing, w 
- -u —odatall and so sue 

completely. Bjorn and 
le oft bearded blokes, wrc 
“musical” with Tim Rice, 
gs, which was called Chei 
i t much good either but ii 

funny. I think we sounded better than 
we looked. The blue hat I wore at the 
Eurovisign Song Contest, that was 

successful and richest group in the 
pop firmament? 

“No. It was a little pressure 
sometimes but I am just so grateful. 
It is very good to have reached the 
top. We were quite big. When people 
talk about Sweden they mention 
Volvo and Ingmar Bergman and Bjorn 
Borg and often they mention Abba. It 
is quite fun.” 

So. You must be quite rich. Why 
haven't you moved to LA (man) or 

“Oh, I feel so Swedish and I h; 
my roots. So many people are 
leaving Sweden just because of 
money and I th’-'- *“ M 

I’m a normal human being and thi 
Swedish press is doing so— 1—1 
•"“"is. They ha— “— 

to her countless admirers - is back 
with a baffling new “album” called “ 
Stand Alone” (which was produced, 
if anyone's interested, by that old 
goat out of the group Chicago, Pete 
Cetera). 

Bitz can engage her in intimate 
conversation. 

“So, Aggie,” ventures Bitz, 
embarking on the question on 
everyone’s lips, “whatever happened 
' - lofty platform bootees 
you useu id wear?” 

“Oh, they have a little museum 
somewhere in Stockholm for all 
Abba's clothes and gold records but I 
haven’t been there. When I look at 
old stuff of Abba it looks a little 

my daughter likes horses and my son 
plays tennis and hopefully is the next 
Bjorn Borg.” 

And, finally, what's your new 
“album” like? 

“The wibes are very good. 
(Think she means “vibes" here, 
viewers.) But the promotion side I 
don’t like so much. Television is very 
nervous making. I am going to do 
this Terry Wogan and there is so 
much pressure on you to say 
something clever and it is so easily 
done not to find the right words.” 



What A Handsome Devil. 
Eh Viewers?!?!? - OFF!!! 

It was in 1984 
George Orwell_ 
name - that Chris 'Toff" Heath first 

bristled through the portals of Carnaby Street 
carrying only a selection of quite disgusting 
“jumpers" and a soiled photograph of his 
erstwhile hero Martin Fry (out of hopeless 
pop combo ABC). Who exactly was he, the 
tubby Heath youngster with the impressive 
“designer" stubble. The known facts were 
thin indeed. The son of a doorknob collector 
and an Australian socialite, Chris ’—“ 

-■l -i . iV-i.-,Tiih; .rvr.ni-.v with Oepecn. 
Mode or his wine-voucher winning George 
Michael “expose” or, er, er, urn, all those 
other bits and bobs he wrote in his 
impeccably accurate tiping, urn, typngi, 
ahem tyxpingxs, erm, tpyinfgd. . .t-y-p-l-n 
“style"? The man's genius knew no bound! 
But now he is dead. Oh, no. that’s not quite 
right, is it? All that's happened is he's left 
ver Hits. Not that anyone will notice because 

one said anyway, haw haw. 
So. Let us raise our "glasses” to this 

remarkable legend of the written word (even 
if he wasn't much good at standing up) and 

, „. _ ‘Don’t Mean 
've Known Better”. And now 

,__ _ sensation over here too. 
tichard began his musical Rockin’ Rich 

tender _.~_ 
advertising jingles that 

who skulks around in a dreadful overcoat 
with a dreadful "handbag” slung over his 
shoulder (containing the collected works c 
The Smiths^ murmuring interesting things 

e started singing 

Lionel Richie ar 

living. “I moved to L.A. (man) when I was 15 and I’ve 
been there ever since, writing songs for loads of 
Deoole and sinning backing vocals for artists like 

1 Whitney Houston. I did that to 
what I really enjoy is playing 

rock’n’roll. I love rock’n’roll. I can’t stand disco - that 
mindless dance groove bullshit. But I do like that new 
English group Living In A Box. That guy sings like a 
man, not like a wimp.” 

Mmmm, quite. Apart from being a bit of a 
rock’n’roll superstar on the sly, young 
favours the simple life: “I live in a very modest 
in Hollywood and spend my time writing songs, 
also into photography, I play softball and racketl 
and I go to movies_and comedy clubs whe 

_ig interesting thii 
___lie Fountains. (Actually. 11 
you'll find Chris is going to remain a 
“journalist" and will continue to file super 
articles for Smash Hits in his own 
"inimitable’ “style" in a “freelance" 

Win a staggeringly brilliant video compilation!!! 

Ta 
I dis 

le Chart Show. Rather good is it not, what 
••“u “—e videos they show and the 

_ _of goonish “presenter" types 
tarnishing the proceedings. And what's more, 
because they’re such utter toffs they’ve compiled 
a special video for the benefit of 10 highly 
fortunate Bitz viewers containing, amongst 
others, the following piping hot pop promos .. 

hop Boys "A 
_ie Gibson “Shake Yc 
New Order “True Faith” 
(12 'With Or Without You” 
The Pogues "Fairytale Of h 
Gnome Michael "Faith" 
The Smiths "I Started Something I Couldn't 

Finish” 
Bananarama “Love In The First Degree” 

Plus 10 runners-up will become the proud 
" a rather smart Chart Show sweat shirt. inWIVIPF by March 8. 



Mel & Kim: What is going on? 



COKE IS IT: Over 350 million servings of Coke are drunk every single day worldw/^ 

pfUMETlME: 8 million wrists wouldj 

COKE FROM COCA-COLA 
SHOES FROM TIMBERLANO 
WATCH FROM SWATCH 
LIVEICASH FROM MIDLAND 

Whether you're going into town for a bite 
to eat or a look round the shops, there’s one 
thing you can't afford to be without. 

A Midland LIVEICash Card. 
You can use it at any Midland AutoBank 

to get to your money 24 hours a day. 7 days 
a week. And as long as there’s a minimum 
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 WEICash can be used at over 3,000 cash d/. 





* ••WINNERS*** 



“I’M GOING TO DISAPPEAR 
Oh dear. Rick Astley does sound a bit fed up, viewers. First he gets swizzed out of his BPI 

award and then he has to spend 17 hours making the video for his new single “Together 

Forever”. We decided to cheer him up and sent Sue Dando along with a little surprise... 

* I felt like going onstage and stripping! 
I off in front of The Who!" 

i I Rick Astley's standing in the JH 
"middle of the South London video sa ¬ 
fer his new single, "Together Forever",. 
reflecting on the amazing BPI Awards. 
pop tiff which took place just the night . 
before. (See pages 38-41.) As onions of 
TV viewers around the world waited for. 
Rick to receive his Best Single OfThe 
Year Award for "Never Gonna Give You - 
Up" they were instead "treated" tore 
special performance by old wrir#fe 
The Who, who had reformed especially 
for the occasion and who were 
suddenly Wheeled on because’the show j 
was running out of time. Bah! Rick, 
unbelievably, was left standing on his 
own and eventually had to scamper off 

the spotlight anp present it to me," says 
Rick. ‘And I was just left hanging there, 
looking like a femon. Noel Edmonds 
said 'And here we have.. .The Who’ and 

speech was only going to be 'Well, 
who'd've thought, eh?...' after which I’d 
walk off anyway, so instead I stood at 
the side of the stage in the dark, gave 
this little sarcastic bow to everyone and 
naffed off." 

“If I could go back and 
make changes I really would 

change almost all of it” 
Contrary to the following day's 

"news'paper "Rick Flees In Tears"-type 
headlines though, he wasn't that upset 
by the unfortunate incident. 

"Obviously it was embarrassing and 
humiliating to a certain extent, and I 
was a bit annoyed because someone 
could’ve had the decency to tell me not 
.to bother going down to get It, but the 
only really hurtful thing about if was the 
press stories - all untrue - because 
now half the country probably thinks 
I'm a right wimp for supposedly 

Big Pig award?" 
“1“he end result of this utter shambl 

I is that Radio One DJ Gary Davies 
I now interrupting today's video 

"shoot" to present-Rick with his BPI 
Britannia statuette In an, attempt to 
make up for the previous night’s 
embarrassment. Rick accepts the 
award graciously arid gamely tries to- 
answer “Gary"s enquiries with as mUt 
vim as possible - no mean feat, 



IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS” 

a Zy2 ton marble occasional table. A 

“The Ruddy Big Pig Award 
is sooo much better than the 

BPI one, much superior." 

r stuffed with tomes about various 
musical forms, and Lord Pete himself 
nonchalantly informs the awe-struck 
masses that Unfortunately the Formula 
One racing car which normally resides 
in the "sitting" room has been carted 
off for a quick wash. 

While the director gets ready to film 
Rick making that important call from his 

„ : "Sitting’ room, and "girlfriend" Lauren, 
accepting that important call in her 
bedroom upstairs (don't worry viewers, 

extremely'knackered Rick Astley, whc 
has now been filming for 17 hours, 

this sort of thing-the videos or 
iritr IVs - because there isn't time, i'm 
caught up in this whirlwind snowball , 
that just keeps going, carrying me along 
with it, and if I step back and stop it, it's 
liable tq end. 

By now though, the director is 
getting a bit shirty with all these hold- 
ups, so he ushers Rick away to explain 
the video's concept-(mgnt Apparently, 
it's all about Rick meeting this good'1 
iootarPsirlie-in the street, persuading - 
her HrifSrt wrih berphonrifTriffiber and 
then plucking up the courage to give I. 
her a tinkle later on, after which the and it's back to wc 
pair presumably have a gigantic kiss-up 
and live happily ever after. Added to I 

I think I'm now going through 
of asking 'what's it all about?' It s an 
happened too quickly for me to analyse 
what the hell's happening to me. The 
Only time 1 really sat-down and thought 
about it was at Christmas and I'm 
already doing things for myself a lot 

because I really do need a break from 
all this," 
., Luoldlyr these rathdfSBmbre 
thoughts are suddenly interrupted by 
the director who's now ready to “roll" 



SHOULD’VE 
KNOWN 
BETTER 
Than to fall in love with pu,.. 

NOW AVAILABLE ON T & 12" 
+ 

CD MAXI SINGLE 
(including 2 live tracks) 

& LIMITED EDITION 
ENGRAVED IMAGE 12' 









INCLUDES THE HIT SINGLES: 

I THINK WE’RE ALONE NOW 
COULD’VE BEEN 

AVAILABLE NOW ON ALBUM CASSETTE & COMPACT DISC 

MCA RECORDS 





Michael Jackson, eh list* 
to anybody in h 

chimpanzee. Not j; 
chimpanzee in the hi: ' 

i’s a bit of a rum dude who never talks 
. irish “voice”. Except, that is, to his 

t any chimpanzee - but the most famous 
nusic ever and so, for the first time 

around. He's got a i 
he's very polite, he' 
he’s really fun. If yc 
really desperate for entertainn 
one I’d bring him in every day. 

“When you deal with an animal you don’t 
have to go through any games.. .the same 
with children. I think he trusts children and 
animals more than adults.” 

Cripes. How very odd. Though according to 
Michael’s manager, Frank Dileo, Bubbles and 
Michael’s friendship is much over¬ 
exaggerated. “Bubbles doesn’t come with 
him everywhere. Bubbles is a pet. It’s not like 
he’s his best friend in the whole world. I hope 
I'm his best friend. I go with him everywhere 
- I don’t sleep with him but I go with him. 
Bubbles is a pet and occasionally he brings 

- a chimp who “has an effervescent 
personality. He’s jolly, easy-going and a bit 
carefree. He loves to frolic, joy ride and jet 
-et with his playful pals, Michael Jackson’s 

• In 1986 it was reported that 
Bubbles had started 
attending Encino 
kindergarten school from 
10am to 3pm each day 
wearing the regulation 
uniform - blue overalls and 
kickers-and that he joined in 
painting, music and sports 
classes. 
• In 1986 it was also 
reported that Michael 
Jackson (presumably helped 
out by the kindergarten 
classes) had taught Bubbles 
to beat time to Michael’s 
songs and an impressed 
observer was quoted as 
saying “it's only taken him 
two years...’ 
* Michael ap 

at people when allowed to 
wander about-his favourite 
target, apparently, is 
women’s tops. 
• When Bubbles arrived in 

..so by flying in 
his own first class seat from 
Los Angeles-he was 
apparently wearing a candy 

tea. (Probablyahalffib.this- 
there is a photo of Bubbles 
with a tea cup but chimps 
aren’t believed to be partial to 
green tea (quite right,- 
it’s a bit splurgusting.)) 
<# Last year it was rumoured 
that Michael was dating a girl 
called Karen Faye; a couple 

in with the animals. Playing 
second fiddle to a chimp isn't 
my idea of fun." 
• Bubbles is believed to 
have been taught to go the 
toilet like real human pop 
stars do. An observer (quite 
obviously a perv, if you think 
about it) has been quoted as 
saying “he's just like a real 
person. He locks the 
bathroom door, unzips his 
trousers and then pulls the 

• Janet Jackson was once 
quoted as saying about the 
most famous chimpanzee 
everin pop music; “Just like 
the three wise monkeys, 
Bubbles is being taught to 
hear no evil, speak no evil 
and see no evil. He is also 
learning to kneel down and 
say his prayers." 
9 Recently it has been 
suggested that Michael has 
been trying to learn chimp 
language so that he and 
Bubbles can have a good 
natter. This has also been 
officially denied. 
9 Michael Jackson-a man 
famous for wearing disguises 
- once apparently wore an 
ape mask, (presumably out of 
solidarity with Bubbles) while 

9 When Michael Jackson 
played Japan it was said that 
Bubbles was “waiting in the 

d) moonwalk 
e) give a high five (American 
greeting in which two people 
slap hands, at which 
everyone starts chortling) 
9 There was a story that 
Michael was having an ice 
rink built at his home so that 
he and Bubbles could learn to 
ice skate. This has been 
officially denied, 
a Like Michael, Bubbles 
exists on a strict vegetarian 
diet. (This isn’t true of all of 
Michael'spets-when his 

(one of those Japanese 
things that's like a large 
handkerchief wrapped round 
yourself). He wasn’t though. 
9 Bubbles has recently been 
in the studio recording an 
album of duets with his 
favourite singers- so far 
numbers have been recorded 
with Bruce Willis, Jermaine 
“The Chin That Is” Stewart, 
Stan from The Housemartins, 
Paul King, Spagna and 
Stephen “TeaTowel” Duffy. 
The album, to be entitled (this 
“rumour" is quite dearly 
being fabricated at this very 
moment, isn't it?-Ed). 



signer jim-jan 

a “When one is a legendary chimpanzee one often finds 
A oneself a trifle parched by the poolside due to the 

**!mBk* *'#Hk 

l ffl SP firr! 

legendary chimp one 





Do you ever lie awake at night wondering whatever 
happened to The Thompson Twins (the band that time 

forgot)? Does the fact that you don’t know Adam Clayton’s middle 
name make you feel a bit of a “tube”? If the answer to these 
questions is “yes, missus,” then get writing to Get Smart!, 
52-55 Carnaby Street, London W1V 1PF for the answers to all 
your pop problems... 

A NEW “SENSATION” 
CALLED THE THIEVES 

McGarrigle (bass player, 21) and 
Danny Wylie (lead singer, 23, 
who’s actually from Glasgow). 
They’ve been The Thieves for 
nearly two years and they were 
chosen to play on Famous For 
Fifteen Minutes after answering 
an ad for demo tapes in the 
Scottish “news”paper the Daily 
Record. 

“After the TV show,” gurgles 
Danny, “Jim Kerr from Simple 
Minds asked us if we’d support 
them at the Barrowlands in 
Glasgow ’cos he thought we 
were so good. He came up to mi 
and said How y'doin? I seen you 
on TV and you were really good.’ 
I felt like it should have been me 

So far The Thieves have had 
just one single out, “Talk Your 
Head Off”, but there were onlv 
1000 copies printed 

^ get smart! 

Dear Get Smart!, 
Please could you tell me all you 

can about the Glaswegian group, 
The Thieves, who appeared a few 
weeks ago on Channel 4’s Famous 
For Fifteen Minutes. Have they got 
a record deal yet? Also is there an 
address I can write to for further 
information? 
Tufty's chum, Clywd. 

I Dear Get Smart!, 
Can you please tell me the na 

of the groovyish dude in the whi: 
t-shirt who appears in the vid for 
Terence Trent D’Arby’s “Sign Y< 

i ratio 

re thought 
squibbly.. 

the books of The Z Agency in 
London. He has been modelling 
for a mere seven months, stands 
5’ 11 ” tall, is 21 years of age and 
boasts a pair of peepers that are 
a spooky shade of black. Black? 
“Well, they’re very dark indeed,” 
quips Greg. He has also 
appeared in Dead Or Alive and 
Dee Lewis videos and explains 
he was given the chance of the 
“Sign Your Name” part because 
he knew Terence’s ex-girlfriend 
and model, Kelly. On being the 
focus of such “swoon” attention, 
Greg pipes, “It’s a real 

Blimey!!? ^ 

BROS: ARE THEY SWIZZLERS? 
singing on it,” peeples 

single—“West End Girls” (600,000 
sales in UK, 1 ’A million sales 
worldwide). 

He worked as a "journalist’’ at 
Smash Hits from Spring 1983 to 
Spring 1985! 

He has just purchased the flat 
ahnve his own flat because he’s 

ry skint these days! 
, in his London 

very skint th 
'he living-roc The „ 

flat consists of 
because*he lik 

Donny Osmond puppet and a 
friend who owns a Marie Osmond 
puppet and he once put them 
“together” for a date! 





johnny deteste le jazz! 
That’s what Johnny Hates Jazz are called in France which might explain why they’re not too 

famous there yet. Still, according to Clark Datchler, that’s the only place left where they 
aren’t incredibly popular. “Let’s go to Paris and sort this out,” suggests Chris Heath... 

traffic 

“ranee,” says Clark Datchler 
“earnestly as we drive swiftly 

through the early morning Paris 
“is the only place we haven’t had 
'hp pynicp ic that npnnlp ran't hit yet. The excuse is that people cl.. . 

understand the name here. They say 'Johnny 
Deteste Le Jazz’. Virgin France even did a 
survey here with a video camera to show 
people didn't understand. They suggested 
we changed it - we thought of JHJ, or our 
old favourite, The Disciples Of Rock (the 

lid think of) or 
ind called Spai 

Clark Datchler is chatting away, l_ 
million to the dozen, in the back of a taxi and 
immediately three things are quite, quite 
obvious. Firstly, that we are in Paris - 
Johnny Hates Jazz are here for some TV 
appearances. Secondly, that Johnny Hates 
Jazz aren't huge stars here. Thirdly, that 
Johnny Hates Jazz are huge stars just about 
everywhere else - "one of the very few acts 
that has reached its fingers into the markets 
of the world” - and that Clark is very proud 
and very conscious of the fact, so much so 
that his entire conversation is littered with 
references to their international success. 

He's only been down from his hotel roi 

Europe and would you bi_ 
biggest selling Virgin artist ever in the Far 
East?”, and then it’s “I know I'm personally 
- not meaning to sound immodest - I’m 
very popular in Japan”, of “I'm Young 
o,..i—-— of The Year - no, just joking” 

nd totally arrogant if 
Businessman Of 1 

.Wet worldwide than all of the other bands. 
Wet Wet, Curiosity and so on. . .the only 
two others who’ve been as successful are 
Swing Out Sister and Rick Astley." 

And so it goes on. Eventually the 
conversation changes back to France. He 
seems quite pleased to be here and fairly 
keen to try out his failed ‘O' level French. 

“Our,” he says, showing off his skills. “Je 

Quite. We drive on, Paris still oblivious to 
this “weirdo" in its midst, while Clark 
explains that he’s happy to discuss anything 
(particularly Johnny Hates Jazz’s 
multinational success) so long as he doesn't 
have to rabbit on about his personal life. 
"Privacy is precious”, he says firmly, after a 
long speech about how he must keep all that 
to himself and returns to talking about 
languages. “I like languages,” he says 
“though I don't really want to be able to 
speak French. I can speak Swedish though." 
I grew up living next door to Swedish 
people.” He pauses. “We do very well in 
Sweden, by the way.” 

Thought you might. 

“D 
you want to come with me?” 
Oh dear. Clark Datchler’s 

'privacy-is-precious policy” 

directly but by giving him a great big kiss. “I 
can’t really lie now can I?” he chuckles 
quietly. Indeed not. 

Instead we wander to a cafd round the 
4 corner. As Simone buys some coffees, and a 

hot chocolate for Clark, he explains that he's 
emigrating. For ages he won’t say where to 

W (though predictably he does mention that 
f “Turn Back The Clock” - the single - “is at 

number five there at the moment”); he 
eventually confesses it's Holland. 

“I'm moving there for a couple of 
reasons,” he says. “One, because I actually 
like the country. And because it will give me 
time to write songs, which is incredibly 
important to me. I haven’t been able to write 
for a year. There are personal reasons as 
well, he adds quietly, “which you must 
have sussed out by now.” 

He reckons he’ll miss his family, 

England “c____ __ 
especially, the family black labrador, Cass, 
though he quite clearly won't miss the 
attentions of British “news"papers. 

“I was away recently in Antigua and the 
papers said I’d had a nervous breakdown," 
he explains. “ It said ‘Clark goes barmy - 
Johnny Hates Jazz star quits Britain after a 
nervous breakdown'. Basically I cancelled a 
few things because I’d been very overworked 
and. . .” He’s interrupted by Simone. 

“Is he supposed to tell the truth here?" 

seems to have gone horribly wrong. When 
we arrive at the photographic studio to take 
Clark's picture for the cover of Smash Hits 
he’s met by his girlfriend (who, after much 
palaver, is finally introduced as Simone) and 

“Oh,” she says, as Clark looks intently at 
, .ier.‘I shut up. 

“because I was getting to the stage.’. .the 
phrase ‘burnt out' comes to mind. I was 

; most worried about it affecting my 
songwriting. I went away for a couple of 
weeks and if I hadn’t maybe I wouldn’t be 
here today doing this interview." 

So did he spend two weeks as a drooling, 
completely-off-his-trolley madman? Clark 
tries to pretend that he did, rolling his eyes 

1 (already frighteningly large) in a most insane 
fashion. It's not quite the truth. 

“He was the most laid back person I’ve 
i1 ever seen," says Simone. 

"Swimming. . .sunbathing. . .a jeep 
through the jungle. . .” 

Sounds very horrible, doesn’t it? 

A re you insinuating that my image 
IA wasn’t tough before?" demands Clark 
flloudly. “Are you saying that it was 

clean cut?" He’s pretending to be annoyed 
because he's just been asked why he's 
started sporting the George Michael 

!; “unshaven” look. He tries to say that it's 
simply because “my shaver broke” but the 
true answer is sitting to his left, grinning at 
te slight embarrassment he’s showing. 
■i -i-weekend," he 

As if to prove the point that she’s slightly 
rejigged Clark’s idea of how he should Took 
Simone starts quietly picking a few crumbs 

:5 off his jacket; meanwhile he explains the 
| most annoying things about his partners in 

Johnny Hates Jazz. 
"Mike's very indecisive. He can't make a 
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Joe Le Taxi 

friends, but just people 
school. I'm not very ex 
yes extrovert, I'm very 

best friends but not th< 

Just who is this Monsieur Joe Le 
Taxi? The 15 year old French 
songbird does her best to explain. 

yes, and his problems get out and 
he's fine with rumba and mambo. 
Rumba and mambo are types of 
music sung by very, very old 
singers like Xavier Cugat and Yma 
Sumac. No, it’s not French music - 
it's Spanish or Italian or something 
(it's West Indian dance music 
actually - Ed). 1 don't know, but 
Joe likes it. In the song he doesn't 
drink soda - it's a way to say he's a 
strong man, he's er, very... yes 
very strong. He prefers whisky. 

the music, it's very diff 
words. I don't know wt 

English people ‘ 

English people i 



ON MARCH 

12 
Have three meals 

like this 

Join thousands in the 
'24 Hour Famine' 

Going without food for a day is not easy. Yet to millions 
throughout the Third World one day of hunger is all too 

often followed by another. 
For just one day will you experience real hunger to 

raise funds to save lives in Africa? The idea is simple. 
You go without food for a day and your friends and 

relatives sponsor you. 

Send for your LIFESAVER’S PACK 
All the details are in the 24 Hour Famine ‘Lifesaver’s 

Pack’. It tells you how, last year, £600,000 was raised. 
Money that is now saving lives throughout the 

Third World. Call the number below today. 

0800400421 
Or write straight away to 24 Hour Famine, World Vision 
of Britain, Dychurch House, Freepost, Northampton, 

NN1 2BR, not forgetting to include your name and 
address and say how many sponsor forms you need. 

Medical opinion: A normal healthy person of 11 or over 
can fast for 24 hours perfectly safely. Younger children of 9-11 

can fast for up to 12 hours. 
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NOW AVAILABLE AS A LIMITED EDITION 
PICTURE DISC AND COMPACT DISC 

CBS 



That ship called Dignity 

And I'm telling this story in a far away 
Sipping downkaki md reading Mayna 

That ship * * 

On a ship called Digi 
A ship called Dignity 

Ricky Ross o* Deacon Blue: “This song is basically a story song so it should 
explain itself. I suppose it’s a song about work - a situation that for a lot of 
people is oppressive and something they want to escape from. A lot of people 
find themselves working for an organisation or a person or a group of people 
who dominate what they do and the way they .live, and they want to get away 
from that. The story of the song isn't an escapist fantasy though. It’s about the 
idea that people should take control of their lives and do their own thing rather 
than living within a set system. It's about keeping your own identity - there has 
to be some kind of individuality in life...” 

THE WEDDING PRESENT 

% 
FEB 22 

7"and four track 12" 

Limited Edition- 7"in Gatefold Sleeve 

Now available as Compact Disc single 

RECEPTION RECORDS 

NOBODY'S TWISTING YOUR ARM 
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THE GREAT RICK ASTLEY SWIZZ: 
WHAT REALLY HAPPENED? 

THE SMASH HITS/BPI 
CRAP JOKE AWARD 





tf 
WHAT THE "STARS" SAID 



DAN 
AYKROYD 

TOM 
HANKS 

They’re so bad at being bad... 
but so much worse at being good! 

a.APPLIED ACTION/BERNIE BRILLSTEIN m*. JOM MANKIEWICZ*, 
“DRAGNET” CHRISTOPHER PLUMMER HARRY MORGAN 

ALEXANDRA PAUL. .DABNEY COLEMAN 
“SIRA NEWBORN "5 DAN AYKROYD * ALAN ZWEIBEL«TOM MANKIEWICZ 

wSSMATTHEW F. LEONETTU SS ROBERT F, BOYLE 
“SRICHARD HALSEY KBERNIE BRILLSTEIN 

DAVID PERMUT „ ROBERT K. WEISS “STOM MANKIEWICZ 
t”1”——°i Soundtrack available on MCA Records & Cassettes 

Distributed by UNITED INTERNATIONAL PICTURES I? A UNIVERSAL PICTURE U 

FROM FRIDAY PLAZA F 
FEBRUARY 19 Off Piccadilly Circus » 

CANNON 
OXFORD ST ■ FULHAM RD 

BAYSWATER- EDGWARE RD 

AND ACROSS 
THE COUNTRY 
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■ | rather decent of us, what?). 



belouis 

7 " & 1 2 " 

OUT NOW 

1 h*' 

•^MADONNA 

V. 

JASON 
*\ HAPPY AT LAST? BATEMAN 

! 0898 TEEN WOLF 
TOO 

100 720 0898100 7801 

MICHAEL, 

“&J&f e I 
BRUCE WILLIS PATRICK SWAYZE 

0898100 766 0898 100 762 
MOONLIGHTING Radio Luxembourg 

NEWSIES w™^1ffSgraham 
0898 100 765 0898 100 740 

hotline 0898100 795 information no.^ 

f^CANNON'ROMANCE LINES 

K°ffiAL!OUTEI 0898100 750 P 

TKJrtia898l70 775 
TICKETS, 

9898100 7Rr °”QD ,nn 

M!ck^n I 
> 

-iSsS®; 

L 
BROS quiz 

0898100730 

DAVE PEAF 
JOFRADIO LONDON'S 

HIP-HOP 
CONNECTION! 
FIND OUT WHAT'S 

1 'FRESH' ON THE 
HIP-HOP SCENE 

10898100727 

w w 
P| 0898100 790 

BREAST LUMPS 
SELF EXAMINATION 
0898100736 

ACNE 0898 100 782 
CONTRACEPTION 

»(1)0898 100 710 (2)0898 100 7811 
INFORMATION LINE 

MV 
Inewl 

GEORGE L 
MICHAEL j 

C°Nf|RT TCKETS I TCI BE WON! ™ 

FABULOUS PRIZES TO BE WON ON ALL QUIZ LINES! 
MADONNA 
ROCK SOLID 
WET WET WET 
PET SHOP BOYS 
RICKASTLEY 

0898100761 
0898100711 
0898100 788 
0898100783 
0898100755 

TERENCE TRENT D'ARBY 0898100 729 
FIVE STAR 0898100 742 
EASTENDERS 0898 100735 
POP THE QUESTION 0898 100 760 

— i 









BLUE 
ZONE 
THINKING ABOUT HIS BABY 

OUT NOW ON 
LIMITED EDITION 

BABY FORMATS 

3 INCH COMPACT DISC 
AND 5 INCH COLOURED VINYL 

WITH FOLD OUT SLEEVE 

ALSO AVAILABLE ON 

7 INCH AND 12 INCH 
PRODUCED BY PAUL O'DUFFY 

AFLISm 
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FREE £1.50 
SOLNDSVOLJCHER 

This great offer from WH. Smith means there’s no better time or place 
to buy your favourite singles. Because when you buy any two 

7" or 12" singles at any one time, we’ll give you a £1.50 voucher towards 
your next pre-recorded cassette or LP purchase at WH. Smith. 

I TO1SMITH $ 
E3 jSt, Subject to availability. Offer ends 7th March 1988 and vouchers must be redeemed by 2nd April 1988. Available where you see this sign. ^ 



How long has it been a crime to 
be fat or balding? To what do I 
refer? Your attitude to Marillion, 
especially Fish. All these so-called 
jokes about him in recent issues - 
“Would he win ‘Most Fanciable 
Male’ in the Smash Hits readers’ 
poll?” “Would Madonna marry 
him?” Ho ho, hysterical. And how 
funny you thought it was when he 
got married last summer! Most 
offensive of all was when 
Mutterings declared he had taken 
“a severe beating with the stick 
they call ugliness at an early age” 
CSmash Hits, 2-15 December). Who 
are these Gods and Godesses at 
Smash Hits who can decree which 
pop stars are attractive and which 
aren’t? Presumably the Smash Hits 
staff are all models, none are fat nor 
bald. Better looking then, than your 
old boss Neil Tennant who, like 
Fish, is no picture but nonetheless a 
success. To be honest if I were 
stranded on a desert island with 
Fish, Rick Astley, Marti Pellow and 
Ben from Curiosity, I know whose 
Girl Friday I’d be! The real MAN 
with the bald patch and other 
human failings - not the dressed- 
up, pouting BOYS. 
Nina. 

Dear Black Type, 
After reading the letter from Jo 

Hodder (Smash Hits 13-26 January) I 
don’t think I’ll ever take the views 
of a 14 year old girl seriously ever 
again. MPs may shout and argue in 
the House Of Commons (the term 
Parliament includes the House Of 
Lords which is very civilised 
actually), but they achieve more 
than the average bunch of 
snivelling school-kids ever did and 
their arguments do not end in 
brawls as it usually does in the 
classroom. Besides that, what did 
she expect the Conservative 
Central Office to say? “Oh no! How 

population of trendy teenagers 
think that Mrs Thatcher is the 
second ‘Most Horrible Thing1! We’d 
better get a bill rushed through to 
cut VAT on bubble-gum 
immediately!"?!? Maybe if Miss 
Hodder takes the trouble to attend 
a session in the Commons one day, 
she’ll realise that there is more to 
running a country than buying 
bombs, that running a country is a 
bloody hard job and think before 
putting pen to paper next time. 
Yours sincerely, David Owen’s Ink- 
Pot, Westminster. 

Dear Black Type, 
Like many other people, I am 

writing about the comments made 
from Conservative Central Office 
(Smash Hits 16-29 December). I 
would most certainly take the views 
of a 14 year old girl seriously. Or a 
13 year old or an 11 year old child 

something you miraculously 
acquire on reaching the “right” age 
(obviously, or this spokesman 
would have received one by now). 
There are many people such as 
Ruth Lawrence, who already had an 
honours degree in Maths from 
Oxford University by the time she 
was 14.1 myself passed O-level 
Chemistry at the age of nine and 
have grade A’s in A-level 
Chemistry and O-level Maths and 
I'm only 14. If the spokesman would 
like one, I could send him a copy of 
my paper on “The Non-Occurrence 
Of NMR Signals In Y Ba2 Cu304-8 
Super-Conductors". But then I doubt 
he would take my views seriously 
(unless, of course, 14 year old boys 
are supposed to be branded 
different from 14 year old girls). 
Every single teenager has a brain. 
Every single teenager has views. 
And most of the people who are 14 
now will be 18 before the next 
election. And maybe the 
spokesman will still be around to 
regret his comments - unless, of 
course, he’s made trying to live his 
daughters’ lives a full-time job. 
Yours, slightly miffed, 
Nigel Whatley. 

Dear Black Type, 
I’m annoyed! In Smash Hits (13-26 

January) you linked the brilliant 
Bryan Adams with Stock, Aitken & 
Waterman in a most unfunny 

taste knows that Mr Adams is the 
most fantastic “musical person” in 
the whole world ever. S.A.W. have 

only made decent music with 
Princess and Kylie Minogue - 
usually they produce complete 
rubbish (e.g. Banana-“aren’t we 
useless”-rama, Mel & Kim and Rick 
Ghastley). Not only do artists like 
Bryan Adams, INXS, T’Pau etc. 
sound great on record, they also 
sound rather brilliant live. How 
many S.A.W. productions do tours 
of the nation/world? Not many 
because they’re incapable! I rest 

A Bryan Adams, Class Tiger, Rush, 
Whitesnake, Cutting Crew, 
Crowded House, INXS And T’Pau 
Fan, O.P.B., Nr Otley, West 

Dearest Blackie, 
I don’t know if you’ll be able to 

help me or not, but seeing as you 
used to work where “He” used to... 
Is it true that when “God” created 
man he was into experimentation 
and in the early ’50s made a baby 
(with his plaster cast kit) and 
instead of using a proper kit he 
placed the mould against a flat wall 
and this explains why (when babe 
grew to man) Neil Tennant hath no 
bottom? (“Neil Tennant shall hath 
no bottom” is the 83rd 
commandment). 

. >u possibly mean? 
(flick flick leaf leaf...) Bottom: 
lowest part or point. Neil Tennai 
has no feet? Hence his incredibl 
billowing cc 

mayhap? (flick rustle...) Bottom: 
part on which things rest. Neil 

tray? (thumb ruffle...) Bottom: 
Furthest point eg. bottom of the 
garden. Neil Tennant has no 
herbaceous borders?? You, Mary, 
are clearly a dunderhead of 

How’s It Gaun’ Black Type? 
Now that Comic Relief is over 

you’ll all be wondering what to do 
with your red noses. Here are a few 
bez (?? - Ed) ideas. 
1. Stick it on the budgie’s head so it 
can use it as a crash helmet when it 
flies into the window. 
2. Use it as a bogey catcher when 

3. Use it as scraper for those nasty 
plooks that hide in the dark, dark 

4. Use it as a deterrent for when 
you feel tempted to pick your nose 
in public. 
5. Hard boil an egg, paint a face on 
it, place in plastic nose and voila! 
You have a weeble (and it doesn’t 
fall down). 
6. Place it on a slug’s back and you 
have an instant home-made snail. 
Iain Druant’s Baggy Shorts (yee ha!), 
Uddington. 

Oh, dear. Never-never-in all my 
years have I heard sue such 
unenticing suggestions as to what 
to do with a left-over red nose. 
You are hardly business school 
“material”, Baggy, if you don’t 
mind me saying so. Why here are 
just 25 internationally-approved 
wheezes for turning your 
seemingly use-free parker into a 
right old money “spinner”. 
1. Pretend it is a delicious radish 
and sell it to a Greek shipping 
“tycoon” for several thousand 
“drachmas” (Greek for “money”). 
2. Pretend it is a strange fossil 
from Peru and sell it to the British 
Museum for a great deal of “loot”. 
3. Pretend it is an antique billiard 
ball and sell it to Steve Davis for 
an undisclosed sum. 
4. Pop into the greengrocer’s and 
purchase half a pound of 
tomatoes, then slip nose inside 
bag, pull it out again and declare 

man and if you don’t give me a 
million pounds this instant I shall 
report you to the health 
authorities and you will go to 
prison for ever!” 
5. Pretend it is a thimble and sell 
it to your mum. (Not terribly 

actually, but it’s better than 
nothing.) 
6. Pretend it is a nuclear 
submarine and...(That’s quite 
enough things to do with an old 
red nose- Ed.) 

instead! Byeeeeeee!!!!! 
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A NIGHT ON THE 
TOWN (PG, 102 mins) 
"^^hese days, every cinema in 

I the land seems to show 

totally ridiculous and unbelievable 
events befall the hapless stars 
during the course of one frenetic 
night before it all ends happily ever 

1 REVIE^I FILM 1 

I 





STEVE WEIGHT 
©TRUE STORIES 

'a giant jellyfish ate my family...' 

©FASCINATING FACTS 
'bulls manure make your hair grow..! 

©SHOWBIZ GOSSIP 
'sparks fly between Captain Kirk and 
Mr Spock.. ! 

STEVE’S 

THIS 
WEEKS 

TOP 10 
0 No.l single 

0 No.2single 

© No.3 single 

0 No.4single 

© No.Ssingle 

© No.6 single 

© No.7 single 

© No.8 single 

© No.9single 

©No.lOsingle 





HowTo Make A Video Using Only 60 Camels, 

37 Horses, A Helicopter And An Ancient Pink “City” 



PART l:THE SISTERS OF MERCY 



Rather a lot of other incredibly exciting thingies, including... FASHION 
getting smart in suits.... MEN IN UNIFORM What's the attraction?... 

POP STARS' BEAUTY ROUTINES Debbie Gibson, Ruth from 

Krush, Basia, Sinitta and Patsy Kensit let us in on their secrets... CLARK 
DATCHLER spills the beans... plus Spy, Advice, Letters, Stars and Fiction 

OUT NOW ONLY 50p 



sale 
now 







-.OU-fcCTlON 

on sale Wednesday March 9 


