[ELEVISION

March, 1934 : No. 73.

FIRST and
EXCLUSIVE
DETALILS of

SCOPHONY
STIKOGRAPH

* | COSSOR’S BEGINNER’S TELEVISION

|| NEW SYSTEM RECEIVER

ANYBODY CAN BUILD IT!




TELZYISION

x

SPECIFIED THE
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DISC RECEIVER. PARMEKO
L.F. SMOOTHING CHOKE

(25H ar 50MA)

A standard of excellence which many con-
structors regarded as a luxury in broad-
cast reception, is an absolute essential in
the reception of television. A degree
of distortion which passes unnoticed to
the ear is ludicrous and intolerable to the
eye. Hence the necessity for keeping to
desigl_’ler's specification, or, when experi-
menting, using components of outstand-
ing excellence such as PARMEKO Trans-
formers and Chokes.

The PARMEKO choke specified for the

| laboratory
of "PARMEKO"” components

is needed in TELEVISION
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The

accuracy

Disc Receiver gives an exceedingly
smooth output. The D.C. resistance is
only 280 ohms, the saturation value is
exceedingly high, and the winding is
double with four connections, so that
when necessary half the choke can be
used in each leg of the smoothing circuit.
Every constructor will find the PAR-
MEKQO catalogue of Transformers,
Chokes, etc., of real interest.

Write for a copy to-day.

PARTRIDGE & MEE, LTD,,

AYLESTONE PARK, LEICESTER, (AYLESTONE 487)
& T4 NEW OXFZRD ST., LONDOY, W.C.1. (MUS. 5070)

CHOSEN BY EXPERTS
« SERADEX =
RESISTANCES & TRANSFORMERS

RESISTANCES WOUND TO ANY VALUE AT NO EXTRA COST.
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! o SERADEX
RESISTANCE NET

i

SERADEX
SLIDING *
RESISTANCE

Here are two SERADEX Resistances specified for the cheap
Television Receiver described in a recent issue of ““Television”
Full details of the SERADEX components may be had on
application.

" POST THIS COUPON for-full details of the

*}’ Seradex Components.
/
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;’,TREVOR PEPPER 575 MOSELEY RD. BIRMINGHAM 12
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Better service results from mentioning *

WE SUPPLY all
|l GENUINE “BAIRD” COMPONENTS

.FOR CONSTRUCTING

THE NEW <«BAIRD” TELEVISOR
AND ALL COMPONENTS SPECIFIED IN ** TELEVISION **

CALL, WRITE OR PHONE

L. LEAMAN, 97 Northfield Av., W. Ealing, W.13

Phone—EALING 5394.

Also Agents for—PYE, COLUMBIA, ECKO and BUSH RADIO
(Member of The Television Society)

PEAK CONDENSERS

For really high working voltages such as are used in Television
apparatus the condensers must be above reproach. Use PEAK
and insure that this is so.

H Typ= T 21.

: Tested 4500 volts D.C.

H Working 1500 volts D.C,

Podmid .. 83 2mfd .. 11- i
PMast " Lsiell gl T lorAk
e o8~ 6 o 303

H IR /- S T

Write for particulars of our extensive
range of Paper and Electrolytic
> condensers.

WILBURN & CO., Wheatsheaf House, Carmelite St., London, E.C.4
Tel. No. Central 6810.

Northern Agents : W. Andrew Bryce & Co., Tile Street, Bury, Lancs

* Television '’ when writing to advertisers

1



MARCH, 1934

TELEYISION

SPECIFIED IN THIS ISSUE

MERVYN PARTS

for the Disc Receiver.

16 in. disc B.D.3 ... 7
Extra by post

B.M.I. Motor .. 1o
Extra by post

B.R.2. Resistance ... 6
Extra by post

20 H 50 MA Choke (bakehte case) 15
Extra by post
AVAILABLE FOR [IMMEDIATE

DELIVERY.
P ———————

MIRROR SCREW
PARTS

for the receiver described in January
issue.

Special plates, mirror, polished edge,
length 3} in. each I o

Bearing boss and end plates with 8 ribs,

complete set for } in. spindles
only 2 0
Extra by post 6
Two ball races in mounts and
spindle . 0
Extra by post 3
ASetof Partsasabovecost... 2 10 0

LINE OF LIGHT
MERCURY LAMP

specially made for Mirror Screw Scanners
type M.S.V.207.

This lamp is so bright that the image can
be seen in a lighted room.

Price 35/-

VWO Wor 00 OO

THE B.M.1. MOTOR

operates from either A.C. or D.C. mains

supply. Reliable and efficient of open
construction built on a die cast frame.
I3 in. spindle overhang each end.

Price 30/-

A special model for 6 volts is available
standard size at 35/-.

VARIABLE RESISTANCE FOR THE ABOVE
MOTOR type B.R.2. 6/6. Post 3d. extra.

MERVYN PARTS
for the simple

television transmitter.
16 in. Disc B.D.3. 7 6
Extra by post 9
B.M.I. Motor 10 0
B.R.2. Resistance 6 6
Post 3d. extra.

Pair of Condenser Lenses ... 15 0
Post 3d extra.

Projection lens are available of different
focal lengths.

“MIRACO” MIRROR DRUM
KITS.

Model C.M.!l. using a high intensity crater
lamp M.S.V. 206 complete with the Radio kit
cost only £21 0 0. Valves are extraat £6 2 6.

This radio kit has a remarkable frequency
range and uses Westinghouse Westector and
the latest types of valves.

Model C.M.2. is similar to the above but
employs a Kerr cell light modulator. The
radio kit is as the C.M.l. with a suitable out-
put circuit. Price £27 10 0.

Both receivers employ a 375 cycle synchron-
ising transformer.

NEW LAMP
of high brilliancy for

disc sets.

MERVYN OFFER a lamp with a mercury

and rare gas filling giving an amazing

increase in brilliancy to disc receivers

enabling larger images to be viewed.
Type M.S.V.208. Price 30/-

fit your receiver and get added pleasure
from the programmes.

MERVYN CRATER
LAMP

of high intensity and carrying capacity.
This lamp, type M.5.V.206 is for use with
mirror drum receivers and is ideal used
in the anode circuit of valves of the DO24
or PX 25 type. Aperture .08 in. square.

Price £2 10 O

Purchasers of either the M.S.V. 206 or 207 or 208 receive a circuit diagram of a simple, inexpensive 3-valve

receiver of high efficiency incorporating the lamp. Designed especially for televislon reception by

C. P. Hall, B.Sc.

Mervyn high grade low priced components are obtainable

from all good dealers.

Write for free brochure to:

THE MERVYN SOUND & VISION CO. LTD.

4, HOLBORN PLACE, LONDON, W.C1.

Managing Director :

W. J. NOBBS.

Telephone :

Holborn 6332

When replying to advertisements, please mention
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"TELEVISION FOR ALL
NOTHING LEFT TO CHANCE

In last month’s issue of

“ Television ” a fully

We shall be pleased to

illustrated description
was given of the assem-
bly and operation of a
Baird Mirror Drum Pro-
jector ¢ Televisor ™ Kit.

The article pointed out

‘how easy it is to obtain

the best possible 30-line

images using apparatus
supplied by the_ pioneer

Television Company.

give you expert advice on
your television problems.
Send for fully illustrated
Brochure * P.K.” dealing
with our mirror drum
Tele-

vision demands the best,

equipment. As

see that you get it by
using individually test-
ed Baird

whether a single compon-

equipment

Purchase your Kit with« ent or a complete Kit of

obtain Parts.

out delay and

similar results.

Baird Grid-Cell. Unit Prices. Projector Kit Prices.

£ s.d £ s d.
Grid Cell alone, each 2 0 0 Readers desiring to Motor and synchronising gear,
Square ended polarising carry out Television Coml?lete with stand and lamp 6 0 0
prisms— reception with disc housing o 00
t should d I
6 mm. aperture, each 17 6 :Ppal':a us“D::',, s:.nh Motor and synchronising gear
7 mm. aperture 2 6 S g i only ... 500
" give degails, and [pyices Mirror Drum with flexible coup-
8 mm. aperture BRRe || cfiberinekape gan: ling .. .. .. .. 5100
- ditioned apparatus. The Grid Cell unit complete with
Projection Lamp (12 volt latter are absolute projector lamp ... 500
|00—watt), each 12 0 bargains. which cannot Drilled Base plate with Swivel
Grid Cell unit complete be repeated when the . Mirror and lens mount | g g
i limited stocks are ex- ens o
with prisms, lens, hausted. Lamp Transformer I 50
mount and projector Variable Resistance 17 6
lamp, each 5 0 0 Fixed Resistance 76

BAIRD TELEVISION

ADMINISTRATION OFFICES

58, Victoria Street,

' Phone : VICTORIA 7238,

London, S.W.I.

Telegrams : “ TELEVISOR, SOWEST, LONDON.”

LIMITED

SALES DEPARTMENT.

133, Long Acre,
London, W.C.2.

’ Phone : TEMPLE BAR 5401.

e e e e mgs e e g ——————— e e

Better service results from mentioning ** Television '’ when wrlting to advertisers
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COMMENT OF THE MONTH

Future  Policy.
ELEVISION at the moment is in a vicious circle.  There are plenty of
potential buyers of receivers : there is the apparatus waiting to be made.
Manufacturers, however, are not inclined to risk putting receivers on the
market until there is some settled policy regarding the future transmissions
which will cover a reasonable period. General impressions incline to the
belief that the B.B.C. is loath to make any declaration of policy because of the
possibility of developments which may take place in the immediate future.
High-definition television is certainly accomplished ; it is the radio link that
presents the problem. Assume, however, that this difficulty were surmounted ;
would high-definition television be available to the general public? We
should say not, as for some time to come the apparatus would be costly and
complicated and there would also remain the difficulty of covering large areas
on the ultra-short waves which would preclude 2 large portion of the populace
from taking advantage of the transmissions. Whatthenis the alternative? At the
present time there are many thousands using simple receivers and taking a very
keen interest in the television broadcasts. For the most part these enthusiasts
are using home-built receivers, and it follows, therefore, that there would be
many thousands more if receivers were available at reasonable prices. The
old argument that those interested in television is a mere handful no longer
holds good—the number is steadily increasing day by day. Definitely, for
some time to come the 3o-line transmissions with their constantly improving
technique can provide entertainment and sustained interest for many thousands
of people.

There is a concensus of opinion that the next logical step would be to increase
the number of scanning lines to sixty and that it would be possible to transmit
this scanning frequency on a wavelength between 150 and 175 metres and so
still maintain a large service area. Sixty-line scanning would give more than
double the detail of the present thirty lines and could be accommodated in 2
wavelength band only 30 kilocycles wide. The suggestion is made that the
picture ratio should be six by seven, and preferably with horizontal scanning.
Sixty-line scanning would enable existing apparatus to be modified to suit the
new conditions with but little difficulty and those that have spent money already
would have no cause for complaint on the ground that this would be wasted.
Many advantages would result from a change of picture ratio and the one
mentioned, in addition to assisting in the easy modification of apparatus, would
be eminently suitable for film transmissions and bring our receivers into line
with Continental apparatus so that advantage could be taken of foreign
transmissions.
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An Experimenter)s

Notes

—A CONTROL PANEL :

PROJECTOR LAMP POSITION

NYONE who uses a television
A receiver of the mirror-drum type
quickly realises how desirable
it is to have every unit under immediate
control. The duration of the pro-
rammes does not allow of connecttons
%eing undone and remade unless most
of the time available is to be wasted, sc
someé proper method by means of
which alterations can be made almost
instantaneously will be found a great
convenience.

The actions which are desirable to
have under immediate control are the
ability to switch on the projection lamp
independently of the other units, so
that adjustment of the optical system
¢an be carried out : switching arrange-
ments so that the motor can be run, also
independently of the other units, for
warming up purposes; means of
instantly switching on a neon lamp for
testing the speed of the motor, and
arrangements for switching the output
from the amplifier on to a loudspeaker
for preliminary tuning. A further
refinement is an inspection lamp of the
ordinary type for immediately pro-
viding a light in the darkened room.
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whole  series  of
operations  detailed
above six switches
are used, five of

these being simple
single - pole  toggle
switches and the
double - pole change-over  switch.
The actual switches used are Bulgin
types S80T and S98 respectively.
These are mounted on a small vertical

The front of control panel; the uses of the various switches are indicated

in the diagram below.

units. ‘The only exceptions are the
connections from the output of the
vision receiver and amplifier which can
be made alternatively to the loudspeaker
or Kerr cell. It will
be observed that

.

bl
c
v
m
17

a fixed condenser
is connected in one
of the speaker leads
in order to prevent
the direct current

LAMP
TRANS

NIVIN

¢

MOTOR [ NEON

]

INSPECTION LAMP

from the amplifier
passing through the
speaker  windings,

o

F——— 1NdNf O —1
-]

1

VISION RECEIVER

with the possibility
of damaging these.

Circuit diagram showing how the various connections are made.

A unit of this
description will be

panel and secured to this is another
panel which has ten terminals fitted;
that is, two terminals for each switch,

with the ex-

ception of the
S98 type to
which  flexible
wires are taken
directly. The
object of these
terminals is sim-
ply to provide
an easy means
of attaching the
various leads to
the switches, but,
of course, they

The switches are connected to ferminals to facilitate coupling up the several
These terminals may be omitted if desired.

circils.

The panel shown by the photographs
was made up so that all these operations
could be carried out by merely flicking
switches over, and with the assurance
that no mistake can possibly be
made, with the risk of damage to
any of the apparatus. For the

can be omitted
if desired and
the wires taken
direct to the
switches.
Reference to
the diagram will show that the

wiring is of the simplest character,
two common wires from the mains
being taken to each of the units
and to one side of the switches. The
other sides of the switches are con-
nected to the remaining sides of the

92

found a great con-
venience, for all possibility of error
is automatically eliminated and once the
positions of the various switches have
become known the ‘several operations
can be carried out in the dark.

Projector
Lamp Position

It is important to note that projector
lamps should be burnt only in certain
positions, otherwise there is every
possibility of the life of the lamp being
shortened. In some cases the burning
position is indicated on the lamp and
these instructions should be carried out.
In cases where the correct position is
not indicated regard should be had to
the dissipation of the heat produced
and the filament position. For example,
a lamp of the bunched-filament type
should not be operated upside down ;
it will not do any harm to burn it
horizcnatally, provided that in this
case the filament is also kept in a
horizontal position. Filaments that
are long, as in some of the higher
voltage lamps, should be maintained
in a vertical position so that there
will be little possibility of their sagging.
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T:lte Stixograp]l and Scopltony

First anJ Eﬂcclusive Details

By the Inventor, G. W. Walton.

people under the impression that

the invention of the Stixograph is
nothing more than a different way of
accomplishing scanning as known in
television. Such an idea shows that
they must be so obsessed with the
scanning idea that they are incapable of
considering television and other picture
ptoblems in any other way. This
attitude is an obstacle to progress, for
very often has it been shown in the
past that a different aspect of a problem
shows a solution to an apparently
insuperable difficulty.

The object of this article is to correct
these mistaken ideas by a more com-
plete discussion of those characteristics
of pictures which have a direct bearing
on some of the problems of television.

THERE are quite a number of

Picture
Composition

The first requirement is the definition
of what constitutes a picture. Com-
mencing with a natural scene, we can
state that it consists of a three-dimen-
sional distribution of details. Each
detail is distinguishable from adjacent
details by differences of the colour
and/ot intensity of the light it emits or
reflects. Each detail is limited in size
in three dimensions. Should the scene
be animated, then each detail must also
have a time characteristic.

For the present, colour and time may
be neglected, so that a natural scene at
one instant of time consists of a number
of details which are limited in size and
position in three dimensions, and a
detail exists as such, when it is distin-
guishable from its immediate surround-
ings because of a difference of light
intensity. We are all more or less
familiar with reproductions or repre-
sentations of natural scenes, though
perhaps few take the trouble to
compatre them. The very best reptro-
duction is a full scale model, an
example of which for animated scenes
is a theatrical play. The next is
pethaps small scale models, such as
marionettes, and for stationary scenes
wazx-works and sculpture.

Unfortunately, these three-dimen-

TELEVISION was the first to publish, in
its January issue, some information about
the activities of the Scophony laboratory.
TELEVISION is even more privileged now by
being in a position to publish a series of
articles dealing with some of the basic
Scophony inventions written by George
Willian Walton, the inventor of the
Scophony System.

George William Walton is not a new-
comer to television. Some patents of his
relating to improvements in disc systems
were published as early as 1923, but
already at that time he noticed the inherent
limitations of the old known principles and
had the courage to break away from old
ideas and to attempt a solution along novel
lines. He approached the whole problem
from an entirely different angle, and after
many years of patient and arduous work,
he succeeded in evolving an entirely new
method of pictorial presentation. This
method is not limited to television only, it
has equally important applications in
cinematography, in picture-telegraphy, etc.
A leading Continental expert said : ** The
Stixograph is the greatest revolution in
pictorial representation, since the invention
of the ‘ camera obscura.’ "

The veil of secrecy, which has surrounded
the Scophony System, is now lifted for the
first time.

sional representations are difficult to
produce, and something more simple
is required. ‘The only simplification
possible is to distort or eliminate one
dimension of the representation. The
first example of these distorted repre-
sentations is an optical image, which

A photograph of a piece of Stixograph film—
a picture in one dimension.
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though still having thtree-dimensions
has the depth or distance mote ot less
teduced and not accurate, as it has a
non - uniform characteristic. The
human eye makes use of this kind of
representation by a kind of searching
action which is compounded from
instinctive angular movements of the
eye and head and an instinctive focusing
of the eye. Actually, the retina of the
eye can only appreciate a representation
which has two effective dimensions.

Two-dimensional
Pictures

Examples of representations having
only two effective dimensions are
photographs, paintings, drawings and
optical images on screens, which are
usually called pictures. The human
eye sees these pictures as passable
representations of an original scene
and accepts them as accurate repte-
sentations when the effect is natural and
comparable with seeing the original
scene. This natural effect does not lie
entirely in the picture itself, but is
greatly influenced by the distance,
aspect, and lighting of the picture, and
also to a large extent on the ability of
the eye to continue its instinctive
movements without the picture getting
out of focus on the retina.

This last point can be proved by a
very simple experiment. By looking
with one eye through a lens of suitable
focal length at a photograph, it will be
noted that the picture is much more
natural, it may even appear plastic,
particularly for objects in the back-
ground and middle distance of the
scene represented. The reason for this
is that the eye, though changing its
focus instinctively, does not put the
pictute out of focus, and the eye can
adjust its focus to correspond to that
distance the scene represented would be.

Otdinary pictures can be specified
as two dimensional, in that they consist
of details having limitations of size and
position in two dimensions. Size and
position in the third dimension is of
no consequence, except perhaps in
transpatencies, where size in the third
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dimension may decide the shade value
of details.

Until the Stixograph no attempt was
made to further simplify pictures, for
there was no readily apparent advan-
tage to be gained by doing so. Further
simplification could only lead to a
picture being unintelligible to the
unaided human eye constructed as it is,
and even with special apparatus for
the viewing of such pictures, no real
advantage either in definition or brilli-
ancy of the picture could be gained.
It is not therefore surprising that the
ordinary two dimensional picture had
the field to itself for centuries, but with
the invention of the cinema, the situa-
tion changed.

Modern
Requirements

The modern [arts dealing with
picture cinematography, picture tele-
graphy and television, introduced new
requirements, which can very largely
be summed up in one word * motion.”
Motion has a time space characteristic,
so that the innovation is really time.

A little consideration will show that
the cinema is very greatly concerned
with time, for it has shown a reasonably
accurate representation of a scene
which is changing in time. Picture
telegraphy is concerned with distribu-
ting a picture in time, and reproducing
a representation of that picture propetly
arranged in two dimensions of space
from the time distributed representa-
tion. Television presents the special
features of the cinema as well as those
of picture telegraphy, so that it is very
considerably more difficult than either.

Taking the problem of cinemato-
graphy, we find that a three-dimensional
scene and time has to be recorded. ‘To
do this, a four-dimensional record
would be required, and I do not think
anyone can propetly conceive what it
ought to be like to have each dimension
continuous. Fortunately, one of the
space dimensions can be dispensed
with by the use of two-dimensional
pictures, but time must be included, so
that the record in such a case would be
three-dimensional or solid. This also
is very difficult, if not actually impos-
sible.

In order to find a satisfactory type
of record, it is well to look more
closely into the actual requirements.
The picture consists of details, the
size and relative position of each detail
must be given by the record. The
light intensity of each detail for a
monochrome picture must also be
given, Lastly, variations of size, posi-

tion and light intensity of details with
time must also be given.

A photographic emulsion is the best
known means of recording light inten-
sity, and in its most convenient form
is arranged substantially in two dimen-
sions. As the emulsion will record the
light intensity of a detail and changes of
intensity, provided the part of the
emulsion receiving the impression is
also changed, we need only consider
size and position of details and varia-
tions thereof with time when using
photographic methods of recording.

The Importance
of Time

There are only two dimensions of
the record to accommodate size and
positions in two dimensions and the
third dimension of time. Time is very
important and one dimension of the
tecord must in some way correspond
to time, either continuously or inter-
mittently. In the ordinary cinema, the
length of the film is the time dimension,
though it is only intermittent time for
size and position of details are also
shown in that dimension.

The intermittency of the time record
is only possible by drawing on that
useful characteristic of the eye
‘ persistence of vision.” Suppose one
dimension of the record to be entirely
allocated to time, then the second
dimension of the record would have
to deal with size and position of details,
i.e., picture details must be limited in
size and position in only one dimension.

From this it appears that a one-
dimensional picture instead of the
usual two-dimensional type, might be
useful. A readily apparent advantage
would be that as time is continuous in
the record, intermittent exposure is

‘unnecessary and there is no need

whatever to make use of the persistence
of vision characteristic of the eye, for
the recorded picture would be abso-
lutely as continuous as the original
scene. As there is no intermittent
exposure, there is no idle period, so
that other things being equal, there is
something up to twice the light
available. The record surface to record
scenes having normal movement, need
not move very fast. Furthermore,
intermittency in time can still be used
in a new way, for instance in recording
colours.

Coming now to picture telegraphy
and television, the process of trans-
mitting a picture as commonly known,
consists of breaking up the picture to
obtain a regular succession of details,
and obtaining therefrom a succession
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of electrical impulses, the amplitude
of which at any one instant cortesponds
to the light intensity of one particular
detail, and the time duration at that
amplitude corresponding to the size
of the detail in one dimension of the
picture. The signals, therefore, of
one complete picture are really an
electrical representation of the picture
distributed and limited in time. Time
is one dimension, though not a special
dimension.

Here again we have something like
a one-dimensional representation crop-
ping up ; true, it is not a picture, as it
is a time distribution without spacial
dimensions, and if converted into light,
it could only be seen as a flickering
of the light. A more detailed con-
sideration of the production of such an
electrical representation will show a
number of interesting points.

The process can be separated into
three distinct functions, first the actual
break up or distortion of the picture so
that the two other functions may be
performed, second imposing a time
characteristic on the picture, third the
conversion of light intensities .into
electrical intensities, which can be
ignored for the present.

Strip
Division

The first of the above functions is
actually a distortion in one dimension,
say the vertical, of the picture, and
consists in the first place, of making
all details in that dimension of approxi-
mately uniform size. Should a detail
of the original picture be larger in
the vertical dimension than the uniform
size chosen, then it is sub-divided to
form a number of details of uniform
size. Ifa detail of the original picture,
or a part of a larger detail after sub-
division in the wvertical dimension
happens to be smaller than the uniform
size chosen, then its light intensity is
distorted, as well as the size, to obtain
a detail of the uniform size at some
other light intensity. In the second
place, the uniform details in the vertical
dimension can only occupy certain
positions which are integral multiples
of the uniform detail size apart. In
the other or hotizontal dimension of
the picture, no distortion is imposed.

All that the last paragraph means, is
that the picture is divided into strips,
but as dealt with the uniformity of
detail size and the peculiar positioning
of the details in the vertical dimension
is emphasised. The reason for this
distortion is that the limitations in
the vertical dimension are neglected at
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the stage when the picture is converted
into an electrical representation, i.e.,
the electrical representation could not
be obtained without dropping the
limitations in one dimension of the
picture. Quite obviously, 2 one-
dimensional type of picture can readily
be converted into the electrical repre-
sentation, and therefore it is probable

Fig. 1.

The action of a c¢ylindrical lens

that very definite advantages in picture
telegraphy and television will be
secured by its use.

It appears, therefore, that a one-
dimensional type of picture might have
advantages in cinematography, picture
telegraphy and television. Before any
further speculation on the possible
advantages of such a picture, it is
necessary to show that it can be obtained
practically, and also that it can be
converted into a normal two-dimen-
sional picture, to be intelligible to the
human eye.

The one-dimensional picture has been
given the name of “ Stixograph,” a
word derived from Greek to have'the

The forus of points lying in a line not

Fig. 3.
parallel to axis of curvature

approximate meaning of ““ a picture in
lines,” and this name has been accepted
by the Patent Offices of the leading
countries. Before the use of this name
there was considerable misunderstand-
ing, and 1 tried various terms, only to
find that they were too literally
interpreted. For instance, at the
beginning 1 called it a “line picture
to convey the idea that it was something
similar to the ““ line spectrum,” in fact,
the idea of the Stixograph did actually
come from the line spectrum. Then
I tried * one-dimensional picture,”
“ one-dimensionally defined picture,”
and later “ one-dimensionally limited
picture.” All these terms were taken
to mean that the picture had length
without breadth and therefore, could
not exist at all | It is remarkable how

difficult it is to explain an original idea
in ordinary words.

Scanning
Not Essential

In the following description of
Stixograph optical systems, it must be
clearly understood, that what is des-
cribed has nothing whatever to do with
scanning, any more than a camera lens
is concerned with scanning. This
warning is particularly for those who
are so obsessed with the scanning idea,
that any device for television becomes
a scanner to them. To such people, I
also definitely state that scanning is
not essential to television and has
introduced all the greatest difficulties.

One type of optical system will be
described in order that the different
optical functions can be thoroughly
understood. Later, different systems
will be given to show the comparative
advantages.

The best forms of Stixograph optical
systems use cylindrical lenses, and it is
useful to discuss their behaviour when
used to form images. A cylindrical
lens can only focus a point as a line at
the conjugate focus, as shown in Fig.
1. The image line is parallel to the
axis of curvature of the lens.

Several points, which are in a line
parallel to the axis of curvature, are
focused into one line in the image plane,
and considerable portion of that line
is a true integration of all the points.
This isr:shown in Fig. 2, where the
portion iA«is the true integration, the
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Should two or more points lie in a
line parallel to that axis, then they form
only one integrated image line.

Two cylindrical lenses 4 and D in
Fig. 4 with their axes of curvature at
right angles, in all but one particular
separation of the lenses, will have two

Diagram showing true integration

Fig. 2.

image planes C and E, in each of which
cylindrical images will be formed from
objects in the plane B. The lines of the
image in C will be parallel to the
axis of curvature of lens A4 in Fig. 4,
and the image lines in E will be at right
angles to that axis. The image plane
C of lens A may be before, at, in or
after lens D by suitable separation of A4
and D.

All Stixograph optical systems use a
stepped device, known as an eschelon,
which has definite steps, displaced
relative to each other. One form is
shown in Fig. 5 and is a laminated
cylindrical lens (shown as the dotted
line structure), the axis of curvature
being normal to the plane of the.
laminations. = The laminations are
linearly displaced transverse to the
optic axis as shown. In the displaced
arrangement, each lamination jacts as
an independent cylindrical lens ]

remaining portions of the image line
outside of the portion A are imperfect
integrations and would not be used in
many cases.

Several points lying in a line which is
not parallel to the axis of curvature as
in Fig. 3 would, in the image plane, be
focused as an equal number of lines
parallel to each other and to the axis of
curvature.

A number of points arranged irre-
gularly would be focused in the image
as a number of lines parallel to each
other and to the axis of curvature.
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The Complete
Stixograph System

A complete Stixograph optical
system, reduced to the most simple
form and stripped of collimator lenses,
stops and the like, is shown in Fig. 6,
in side, plan and perspective views. It
will be seen that it consists of a cylin-
drical object lens, having its axis
parallel to the planes of the laminations
of an echelon of the type shown in
Fig. 5. Consequently, the axes of
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curvature of the laminations are at
right angles to the axis of curvature of
the object lens. ‘

It will, therefore, be appreciated that
each lamination together with the
object lens forms an arrangement of
crossed cylindricals as shown in Fig. 4
and each lamination will have an
independent optic axis through the
object lens to the object viewed by the
system. o -

The object lens A in Fig. 6 viewing
the object B will form a cylindrical

Diagram showing the formation of the
echelon

image in the plane C, as described in
connection with Figs. 1, 2 and 3. The
plane C is also approximately the plane
containing all the entrant surfacesfof
the laminations of the echelon D. The
image formed at C has vertical definition
only, and is generally in the best forms
of Stixograph optical apparatus, the
point at which vertical definition is
eliminated. The lamination « can only
receive light from the strip 1 of the
object B, because of the focusing’action
of .A. Similarly the lamination &
receives light only from the strip 2,
which is adjacent to and above 1 in B,
for as no two laminations overlap
vertically in the plane C, each lamina-
tion can only receive light from an
individual and independent strip of B.

The surfaces of the laminations which
are in contact are polished, but are not

V4 g R
Z
Fig. 7. Diagram showing the internal reflection,

in optical contact, consequently light
entering a lamination from B cannot
pass from that lamination to adjacent
ones, but is internally reflected. Each
lamination acts like two patallel mirrors
and light is reflected repeatedly in
the vertical dimension between the

two horizontal surfaces of the lamination
though not in the horizontal dimension.

This internal reflection is shown in
Fig. 7, where the two points P and p
represent focused image points. Light
from the point P is shown by full lines
and that from p by dotted lines. It
will be noted that internal reflection
integrates the light from these two
points in a direction at right angles to
the two reflecting surfaces.

Returning to Fig. 6, it will be seen
that light emerging from an echelon
lamination is, in the vertical dimension,
an integration of all light entering the
lamination from the object B. This
means that even if the object lens A
focuses several lines on one lamination,
they all merge to form one hand in the
vertical direction.

The
Action

It is interesting to note at this point
what has actually taken place. Fitst,
vertically the picture has been divided
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limitations of size and position of
details in the vertical dimension.

The last requirement is that the
details of the picture shall be so
arranged, that they cannot intetfere
with each other, no matter what size
they assume in the vertical dimension,
It should be understood that this
assumed size bears no relation whatever
to the size of details in the picture and
is of no consequence, seeing that it
_may be infinitely great or small without
affecting the picture at all.

This last requirement is obtained
through the transverse (horizontal)
displacement of the echelon laminations.
In Fig. 6 each lamination being a cylin-
drical lens will form an independent
image of the object B in the plane E.
Each image consists of parallel vertical
lines, ie., is a cylindrical image as
previously described. As each lamina-
tion, due to the object lens 4 can only
receive light from an individual strip of
B (e.g., @ receives light only from the
strip 1) then the image it forms in plane
E can only be an image of details

- SIDE VIEW

Fig, 6,

The complete Stixograph optical system

into horizontal strips, which if the
laminations of the echelon are of equal
thickness, are of equal width. Second-
ly, the vertical definition of the picture
has been reduced, so that all the details
are of uniform size. Thirdly, the
uniform details can vertically only
occupy certain positions, and the
distance between two of those positions
must be an integral multiple of the
uniform size of detail. These are all
but one of the necessary requirements
for the elimination of all definition and
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horizontally disposed in an individual
sttip of B.  Similarly, the image
formed by each lamination is of an
individual strip of B.

Each lamination of D is displaced
hotizontally relative to adjacent lamina-
tions, in fact, relative to any lamination,
consequently the image it forms is
hotizontally displaced from any of
the images formed by other laminations.
With a suitable amount of lateral
displacement between adjacent lamina-

(Continned on page 134)
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IDEAL FOR THE BEGINNER

A Disc Recerver

INCORPORATING SEVERAL
DISTINCTIVE FEATURES

By L. A. Chapman

LTHOUGH amateurs are usually
A prepared to follow an approved

and tested design to get results,
there is the type of constructor who
much prefers to know the whys and
wherefores. 1 therefore propose to
discuss briefly the need that led to this
and that arrangement in this particular
assembly of parts.

I will deal first with the chassis.
This form of construction was decided
upon for a number of reasonms. It
affords great stability and it permits
the use of a shorter stand or support for
the motor, thus keeping the centre of
gravity low.

The overall height of the condenser-
lens assembly is also maintained at a
reasonable height. Finally, for those
who possess a small commercial mains
unit for supplying the striking energy
for the modulator neon, there is ample
space beneath the chassis and imme-
diately under the switch panel to
house this.

Rigidity in the mounting of the
motor which drives the scanning disc

is a very im-
portant feature.
Quite a number
of different
cradle  designs
may suggest
themselves  to
those who handle
the Mervyn motor for the first time.
I chose the skeleton arrangement of
strip and angle brass which, I felt sure,
would give me all the strength and
rigidity required and the finished cradle
is light, strong, and cheap. The total
cost of the materials for this motor-
stand was two shillings. T used brass
rivets for holding together the different
sections of the framework.

There are two points in the assembly
of this cradle. Make each end-piece
and foot first, and finally rivet the two
together by means of the lower
cross-members.  Also, do not drill or
mark the holes in the upright angle-
brass members for the screws which
screw into the aluminium frame of
the motor, until the cradle has been

completely assembled.

Alignment
of Parts

The height of the
centre of the spindle
from the top-surface
of the chassis, must
be the same as the
| centre of the scanning

aperture at the rear of

the lens assembly, and
| also the centre for the
mounting of the two
" “lenses. I suggest,
therefore, that the
wooden base for the
1 lens assembly be next
prepared. The runner
| bars may be mounted

Here is the complete receiver in its cabinet. The appearance

is particularly neat

on it together with the
metal side-pieces and
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This disc machine has many useful refinements including
adjustable lenses and a simplified system of control.
construction is well within the ability of any amatenr.
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Its

metal back. A line should then be
drawn down the exact centre of the
metal back-piece and a further line
should also be marked to indicate the

LIST OF PARTS.
16-inch Disc. Peto Scott.
Motor .o Mervyn,
Motor Rheostat Mervyn.
Condenser lenses 00 Peto Scott.
Lens hood assembly o5 Peto Scott.
Switch panel and window Peto Scott.
2 Pane! brackets .. 00 .. Peto Scott.
3 On-off switches, and 1 C.O.switch Bulgin.
s-ampere plug and socket Bulgin.
Flat-plate neon G.E.C.
Indicator neon G.E.C.
. (state wvol-
tage of A.C.
supply).
Cabinet and chassis o5 .» Peto Scott.
: 3 Terminals marked * earth,” *2 .
plus L.S.” and * plus input ™ .. BeIl‘lxeng &
e.
Ebonite terminal strip, 4 X 2 .. Peto Scott.
L.F. smoothing choke, zo-henry
somfa .. N, . .. Parmeko.
Brass for motor mounting
2 Lamp holders Local elec-
trical
8 stores.
i Sundry wire, screws and 4BA nuts and bolts.

centre of the front of the lens-assembly
base.

The motor, it will be seen, is mounted
half an inch to one side of the centre of
the chassis. The distance between the
centre of the motor spindle and the
centre of the inner and outer holes in
the scanning disc is exactly 7&in.
This distance should be measured off
and marked with a line from front to
back of the chassis. Upon this line
rests the centre of the lens assembly and
also the centre for the flat-plate ncon
lamp holder.
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These last two accessories should
be screwed into position to simplify
the next operation. This consists of
mounting the scanning disc on the
motor spindle and then marking out
the confines of the scanning aperture
on the back-plate of the lens assembly.
This is accomplished with a needle
which is first put through the outer
hole in the scanning disc and the point
allowed to run lightly over the surface
of the metal back-plate. The same
procedure is adopted in regard to the
inner hole in the scanning disc. The
correct curvature for the scanning
aperurte is thus assured. All that now
remains is to see that the centre of this
aperture, from the baseboard upwards,
coincides with the height of the
motor-spindle centre. The distance
between consecutive holes in the
scanning disc should now be measured,
then halved, and this final measurement
marked off on each side of the horizontal
centre line of the scanning aperture.

When this is done, the scanning-

aperture hole may be cut out. I used
a graving tool, cutting deep into the
metal until I managed to tear out the
section not required. A fine file may
be used to finish off.

The remainder of the lens assembly is
quite simple to construct. If the
sliding feet are placed upon the runner
bars and the cross-pieces and supporting
brackets are temporarily mounted in
position, the correct dimensions for
the front lens-carrier may be deter-
mined. This wooden carrier may
then be cut, the lens mounted in posi-
tion, the cowl assembly made and
fitted, and, finally, the whole arrange-
ment permanently screwed together.

The Switch
Panel

I decided to have the switches in an
easily accessible position at the front,
and to match up the scanning aperture
in the cabinet with another aperture to
take the switch panel. Further, I had
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already hit upon the idea of incoz-
porating a “ vision ” indicator to allow
correct adjustment of the speed of
the motor.

The full benefit of this ariangement
will be appreciated when the apparatus
is completely enclosed in its cabinet
and . the instrument connected up to
receive a transmission.

The switches mounted on the panel
from left to right are, indicator neon
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A plan view of the disc recelver showing the wiring. T A large-scale blueprint is available, price 1/-
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“on” and “off,” motor “on”’
43 2

“ off,” modulator neon-current * on
and “off,” and modulator-loud
speaker “ change over.”

The method of getting the speed of
the motor accurate is quite simple.
A neon indicator lamp when used on a

and

ch Aok B
;‘1&!’()&5:2:01 f\ s 4 Lelq’e‘\:‘)‘l‘:;é:_mq a1
Qe 0
ks
5 N
Lol " ot Moures
Holes.
Termnal Strip
Mounhng Ms§ ]
s - \
N Mo
Q
2 Lengths %2 e © @
Angie Bor cach |
3% Long 1
. 4 \ 2 ‘
R t £
/

2 Lensths Yo'x 4 Sirdp
cach T%4° Long

\4_ 7Y% 24’ Angle Brackets
va'x Y6 Seclion

Details of the motor stand.

so-cycle supply, and in conjunction
with a scanning-disc having eight
spokes provides a stroboscopic effect
which gives the appearance that the
eight spokes of the disc are standing
still when the motor is actually revol-
ving at the correct speed.

Each Rail

‘Wood Base .
| 5% x A% Y

is required for the initial working
of the modulator neon. I use a
Regentone mains unit capable of
delivering 25 milliamperes at 160 volts.
This, I find, supplies the neon with
about 15 milliamperes of current at
180 to 200 volts—just sufficient to give
me a clear and well-defined picture.

Connections
to Receiver

A system of choke coupling has been
adopted for connecting this visor to
the wireless receiver. A choke for
this purpose is permanently arranged
in the visiop instrument immediately
behind the switch panel. Even so,
it is still necessary for a standard choke-
filter and condenser arrangement to be
incorporated in the actual receiver.
Instead of connecting the output from
the filter-circuit condenser direct to the
loud-speaker, it is first taken to the
terminal at the rear of the visor marked
“ positive input.” The connection to
the loud-speaker is then taken from
the terminal marked * positive L.S.”
on this same terminal strip, the other
loud-speaker terminal being joined to
negative H.T. in the receiver. If the
terminal marked “ earth ” on the ter-
minal strip is now connected to the
earth terminal on the receiver, the
whole of the connecting links between
receiver and visor are complete.

It now only remains to connect up
the power to the s-ampere plug-and-

|

S Lens Carrier
1off

Clarémm Ring

Here are fully-dimensioned drawings
of t'c ight tunnel and lens nionns.

53" Long

Modulator-neon
Striking Supply

Mention has already been made of
the fact that a separate source of energy

experiment in vision-picture reception.

Switch on the motor at least twenty
minutes before the start of a programme
so as to give it time to warm up and

929
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settle down to a constant speed. If
you receive negative pictures, try
changing the type of detection in your
receiver. For instance, if you use
leaky-grid change to anode-bend, or
vice versa.

Practical Notes

It is common practice to connect a
neon tube directly into the anode
circuit of an output valve; this may
be all very well with a triode wvalve,
but with a pentode there is considerable
danger of flashing over and condenser
breakdown if the neon is not shunted
with a resistance.
*

* *

Television in colour with the
cathode-ray tube may be an accom-
plished fact in the not far distant
future ; experiments are being con-
ducted abroad, with the greatest
secrecy, using a screen material that
glows with a different colour when
bombarded by electrons travelling at
different velocity. At present the
colour range is limited.

* *

One of the greatest advantages of
the mirror drum is that almost true
white light is obtainable ; many years
ago there was a saying among cine-
matograph experts that a white pro-
jector light was halfway towards colour

*

When making a time base using a
saturated diode as the constant-current
device, remember that a bright emitter
valve is superior to the modern low
temperature valve.
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The information in this
article, by J SIEGER,
is based upon experi-
ments conducted in the ,

Scophony  Laboratory

where  mercury-vapour
lamps are used for their
low-definition system

employing the rotating

ec helon.

Tlle C]mracteristics of Mercury Lamps

OR television receiver systems
F using moderate definition of not
more than 4o lines, and where a

line or spot source of illumination is
required, the mercury vapour lamp has

34 tam.

GLASS TUBE—T 25 MM
—JAPPRUX.
120MM
CATHODE—| ~ M ANODE

|

A diagram of the type D2 G.E.C. mercury
recording tube.

certain advantages over other gas-
discharge tubes. In the Nipkow disc
type of receiver the flat plate neon tube

OH.T+
300-500V.

LIMITING
RESISTOR™

O -

Transformer-coupled arrangement of mercury lamp

where H.T. voltage is limited. The resistor is
essential for current limitation.

is used, but the brightness suffers
somewhat owing to the large area over
which the discharge takes place.

How the Glow
Discharge Tube Operates

A brief explanation here, of the way
in which a glow-discharge tube operates
will not be out of place. If two elec-
trodes are enclosed in a glass tube, and
a potential is applied, a discharge will
take place, and this will be in the form
of a spark ; in air something approach-
ing 20,000 volts is required to discharge
across 2 1 in. gap. If now the glass
tube is slowly evacuated, the spark will
gradually increase its diameter, and
will become silent. The discharge will
then fill the entire tube. If a gas, such
4s neon or mercury vapour, is intro-
duced into the tube, at a suitable
pressure, a similar phenomenon takes
place, but owing to the decreased
resistance of the medium, ionisation
takes place with considerably less
potential. If now the current density
of the discharge is made to change, so
does the intrinsic brilliancy; that is, an
increase of current will give increased
light and vice versa.

Discharge tubes of various types are
used commercially now in large quan-
tities for outdoor signs, recording, etc.
The tubes which interest us particularly
are those which have been specially
manufactured for similar purposes to

-

8
|
I

8

ALLAMPS TUBT TURFENT
——

-~

=5

The characteristic curve of the G.E.C. D2
recording tube.

television; that is recording tubes for
sound. Some of the best known of
these are the recording mercury vapour
lamps, made by the General Electric
Co., Ltd.

The photograph shows a typical tube

MILLIAMPERES TUBE CURRENT

[
0
or

N —

Characteristic curve of mercury-vapour tube.

made by this firm. The glow discharge
is made to take place between the metal
electrode parallel to a glass tube, which
has an electrode at the bottom. The
discharge takes place in the glass tube.
Although.it is ptimarily intended to be
viewed end on for sound recording

OH.T+
300-500Y:

G.R

Resistance arrangement of mercury lamp.

I00
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purposes, ample light is given from the
glass tube linearly, the line of light being
about one inch long.

The advantages of using a mercury
tube for television can be summed up
as follows :

Firstly, the ease with which this

O HT+
300-500V

G.B.

O —

A useful circuit where voltage is limited; the value

of the resistor should be equal to the optimum load

of the valve, the amount of modulation being con-
trolled by moving the slider.

tube can be used in conjunction with a
small output stage; for operation a
maximum of about 30 m.a. is sufficient
to give good brightness. Secondly,
the blue-white colour is pleasing to the
eye, and with a television picture gives
a better photographic effect than the
neon tube.

30,000 cycles. This is the first dis-
advantage, for it means that the mercury
tube can only be used for low-definition
pictures.

A suitable type is the D.2 recording
tube made by the General Electric Co.,
Ltd. Its operating potential is from
300—450 V., and the most suitable
steady running current is about 25 m.a.
The electrode inside the inner tube is
the cathode, the other one of course
being the anode. The cathode is con-
nected to the grid pin on the valve
base, the anode being joined to the
anode pin.

Methods of
Using the Tube

The most suitable way to use this
tube is directly in the anode circuit of
an ordinary power valve, which should
have a mean current of 25 m.a., because
as the tube is made without a resistor
in the lamp base the tube current must
always be limited by a series resistance
of a few thousand ohms; when used
directly in the anode circuit of a valve
this, howevert, is unnecessary.

The striking potential is some 100
or more volts above the running poten-
tial, and the usual method employed to
start the discharge is to set the tube
volts at about 450 and use the discharge
from an ordinary spark coil momen-
tarily. Another method is to use a
small transformer with an A.C. output
of between 8oo—1000 volts, in seties
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available, as, assuming the output valve
nominally requires 200 volts and the
mercury tube requires a minimum of
300 volts, at least 500 volts must be
available for the last stage. This might
be a disadvantage in some cases and an
alternative circuit is shown in which

o HT+
500-700¥,
MILLIAMMETER
PEN.4 VA,
\ -
z =
O
wy
=
@
gy
Za
3 L

Recommended tircuit for use with a merrm_'y-v;potlr
lamp, the current is controlled by means of the
bias resistor.

the tube is not used directly in the anode
circuit, but across the H.T. total supply,
modulation being applied by a trans-
former.

This method is not to be recom-
mended unless a very good transformer
isused. As most television enthusiasts
know, a transformer centainly tends to
spoil a good picture.

Methods of starting mercury-vapour discharge.

HT+

SHORT SPARK GAP

5.3 ’—Iﬂ— ——illh{

et
I - SPARK COIL

Using a spark coil.

Q

HT+

5-1 TRANSS

Sl

[Ny

A transformer fed from A.C. mains.

HT+

BUTTON SWITCH
e

3

HIGH INDUCTANCE

= CHOKE

Using a bigh-inductance choke.

Frequency
Response

The frequency response of 2 mercury
lamp has been tested up to one million
cycles, but the maximum which is
required for a 3o-line television picture
is not more than 12,000 cycles, which
is, therefore, well within the scope of
the tube.

On certain experiments, it was found
that the maximum modulation fre-
quency which could be applied was

with the limiting resistor again momen-
tarily applied across the tube. This
transformer can be an ordinary s-1 L.F.
type, used with 200 volts A.C. mains.

Still another method which is very
satisfactory and very easy, is to connect
an ordinary smoothing choke momen-
tarily across the tube; the inductive
kick given by this choke is usually
sufficient to start the discharge.

It is essential when using the mercury
tube directly in the anode circuit of a
valve, to have sufficient extra volts

10X

An alternative circuit to this is also
shown, in which a resistor is connected
in the anode circuit, the tube being
connected in shunt with the valve.

A typical charactetistic curve of
G.E.C. mercury tubes is given, and
also one of a special type of tube. In
this curve it will be seen that the
impedance of the tube varies with the
current density, and at Go m.a. the
impedance is just under 5,000 ohms.
It will be clear then, that a tube of this

(Continued at foor of nexct page.)
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News from Abroad

By

OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENTS

Italy

Ultra-short Wave
Transmissions

Ente Italiano par le Audizione
Radiofoniche started experimental tele-
vision transmissions from the experi-
mental broadcasting Stations at Rome
and Turin. The transmissions take
place on ultra-short wave bands, and
the wave band employed is from 5 to
8 metres. 180 lines are used.  Although
the transmissions consist chiefly of
films, living objects and short plays are
also televised.

America

A Sound and
Vision Comparison

Mr. J. G. Maloff of the R.C.A.
Victor Company Incorporated, of
Camden, New Jersey, discussing prob-
lems of cathode-ray television, makes
the following interesting comparison :

He says that the fastest speed of
speech transmission is about 200 words
per minute, it covers a frequency band
up to 5,000 cycles at least, and for its
transtission requires an air channel
10 kilocycles wide. For television
transmissions at about 24 frames or
pictures per second the channel required
is about 2 megacycles, or 200 times
wider than the channel required for
speech transmissions. This television
channel then would accommodate
40,000 words per minute. In other
words, one picture or frame is trans-
mitted for the cost of 28 words of air
space.

Television Recommendations
Made to the Radio Commission

A special radio commission made
recommendations to the Federal Radio
Commission following approval by the
RM.A. Television Committee, of
which Mr. D. F. Replogle is chairman
(as reported in last month’s TELEVISION)
and also of a special R.M.A. committee
headed by Mr. Walter E. Holland.
The organization has formally requested

the Radio Commission to reserve for
television service, a continuous band
of frequencies from 4o megacycles to
at least in the neighbourhood of 110
megacycles. The R.M.A. resolution
also declared that from present indica-
tions, the television requirements of
the future will be such that assignments
in the television band should be at
least 4 megacycles wide, to provide
continuous entertainment and television
service.

Farnsworth

Patents

Mr. Philo T. Farnsworth, assigned
Television Laboratories Ltd., of San
Francisco, and Pti'adelphia, nearly
100 patents which cover every detail
in the successful reproduction of
motion pictures by radio, including the
transmission of living objects. The
transmissions are to take place on a
wavelength of approximately 5 metres.
The received images are reproduced in
brilliant black and white. A motion
picture contains 9o,000 elements,
repeated at a rate of 24 pictures per
second (300-line scanning is employed).
The sound part is also transmitted on
ultra-short waves.

Germany

The Question
of Programmes

In television circles the question of
programmes is being discussed at
great length. It is considered in
Germany that a satisfactory solution
of television programmes has not
been found either in Germany or
abroad. It is stressed that one has to
take the programme side of television
service most seriously, as it may
become easily a crucial problem, as
soon as the technical difficulties of
transmission on ultra-short waves, are
solved.

It is considered that films will be
definitely the subject to be transmitted,
but it is emphasised that standard
talkie films should not be transmitted,
as this would incline the public to make
comparison between the television
image and the film.
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C. Lorenz Take
Up Television

The well-known German firm,
Messts. C. Lorenz A.G., who supplied
the Heilsberg, Leipzig, Munich and
Frankfurt high-power stations and are
a subsidiary of Standard Telephones
and Cables, Ltd., London, have recently
taken up work on television. The
well-known experimental worker and
inventor, Baron Manfred von Ardenne
is one of the main collaborators. It
will be remembered that Baron von
Ardenne was previously associated
with the Lowe radio people who have
since opened a television laboratory of
their own.

Direct Scanning
for 180 lines

The opening by the German Post
Office of a new experimental 180-line
television service with two ultra-short
wave transmitters is expected in April.
The programmes will not only consist
of film transmissions as The  Fernseh
A.G.” are at present developing scan-
ning apparatus for the television of
actual scenes. It is a well-known fact
that direct scanning with as many as

180 lines per picture presents a very
difficult task.

*The Characteristics of Mercury Lamps
(Continued from preceding page)

sort can be used in the anode circuit of

a pentode valve.

In my experiments with mercury
tubes, I have found that a pentode is
the most suitable valve to use; there
are many valves of the small output
class which are suitable, namely, the
MPT4. Marconi or Osram Catkin, the
PengVA Mullard and others.

It is advisable always to use a
milliammeter in the anode circuit with
a control either on the grid bias of the
valve or in the anode curcuit so that
the current density can be varied. It
will be found that with too high current
the picture becomes hard, and with too
low a current, besides the light being
very poor, the tube tends to oscillate
and a number of little beads will be
seen on the picture. Various tubes
have various operating characteristics,
and these can be easily found out by
experiment.




MaRrcH, 1934

OPeratin g
Mirror

This article, by E. L. Gardiner, B.Sc., deals at length with the operation

of a mirror-screw receiver of the type of which constructional details

The

were given in the January issue of “ Television.”

N account of its simplicity and

high efficiency, the mirror screw

is quickly gaining popularity as
it is a very good scanning device for
use in home reception of the present
so-line transmissions. ‘The purpose of
the present article therefore is to offer
advice to those experimenters who
having obtained or constructed a
satisfactory screw are considering how
best to incorporate it into a complete
receiver.

I intend to offer suggestions in the
choice of the other apparatus to use
with any good screw, which will apply
to practically all cases, and to larger
numbers of lines than 3o0. It must be
borne in mind that the mirror screw
is better suited than most older systems
for a large number of scanning lines,

TOOTHED WHEEL

RIRRORISCREZY. AND SYNC. COILS

FLEXIBLE COUPLING
ANDEXTRA BEARING
IF USED

A suggested layout for driving a mirror screw by
step-down belt gearing,

and in general its relative superiority
increases as the number of lines is
increased and also when hotizontal
scanning is used.

Driving
the Screw

There are two chief problems to be
considered in setting up a screw
receiver of the simple kind, and which
are in every sense fundamental. One
is the method adopted to rotate the
screw, with which is included syn-
chronising arrangements; and the
second is the choice and arrangement
of the light source.

The first of these may appear too
simple to deserve much consideration,

SCI’ cw

but in actual practice the
wise choice of a motor
makes all the difference in
the result obtained.

Most experimenters have
at some time in their
work had experience with
the simple disc receiver
and I cannot too strongly
advise every television

experimenter to get ex-
perience with this type
of receiver because the

experience gained in its operation is
invaluable ground work for success
with mirror-dtum and other rather
more difficult systems. Everyone who
has used an ordinary disc will have
noticed the comparatively good syn-
chronisation which can be obtained
with it in comparison with a small
diameter mitror-drum; many opera-
tors can hold a disc image practically
stationary by hand rheostat or friction
control alone for long periods, provided

that the motor is a good one and the

disc well balanced.

Fly-wheel
Effect

The key to this comparative ease of
handling lies of course in the fly wheel
effect of a scanning disc which tends
to hold the speed of the disc steady
against small variations in motor speed.
A second factor of almost equal impor-
tance is that the type of motor generally
used with a disc is of about the right
power to drive the disc at scanning
speed, but has not the reserve of power
to drive it very much faster, owing to

~LINE LAMP END VIEW
IRROR SCREW
Y
§ Q (] [ BLaNE MiRRoR

CLOSE TO LEMP

=QPTIONAL L
I CYLINDRICAL
d LENS der
LOOKER

Suggested circuit for stabilising a mains driven
motor that is too powerful.
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The mirror-serew receiver is very simple to construct.  De-
tails of the one shown above were given in the January

issue of < Television.”

the rapid increase of air resistance
which occurs as the speed of rotation
of a disc of large diameter is increased.
Those who have tried a disc on the
spindle of a high-powered motor of,
say 4 horse power will have noticed

SYNCHRONISING

':':-f/u GEAR
= 5

MOTOR

MIRROR SCREW FLYWHEEL OR

OLD DISC

A simple way of stabilising motor speed

how very much harder it becomes to
get the correct scanning speed and to
hold it by hand control.

The Best
Motive Power

Easy handling comes with the motor
of just enough power, but not too
much. Luckily this consideration also
fits in with that of low cost and low
current consumption.

Of course, the use of a motor
designed and wound to run at a speed
as nearly as possible to 750 r.p.m. is
also a great help; unfortunately this
speed is very low for motors of small
power, size and cost, and the optimum
speed of such motors usually approxi-
mates to 3,000 r.p.m. ‘This is especially
the case with second-hand fan motors,
and the like.
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When changing over from a disc
to a mirror drum of much smaller
diameter, used with the same motor,
it is generally found that even if the
drum is considerably heavier, the motor
tends to run at far too high a speed.
Moreover, when additional series resis-
tance is used to reduce its speed, the
motor tends to ©“ run away > from true
scanning speed very easily, due to the
fact that with high series resistance and
small load the motor is working on a
very unstable part of its operating
curve, and that there is less inertia
effect and air resistance to stabilise it.
Another defect is a tendency for the
image to rock when synchronised,
making the use of a flexible coupling
between the drum and driving motor
desirable.

Actually, the solution of this speed
instability would be simply a lower
powered motor, as the average motor
suited to a disc is too powerful for
ideal use with a small mirror drum.
But few of us want to change the motor
unless really necessary, and so a
compromise is generally effected.

Speed
Control

This discussion is intended "to lead
up to the case of the mirror screw in a
logical manner, since here we have a
case of a scanning device which is
much lighter than a mirror drum of the
usual type. A typical screw of outside
diameter between two dnd five inches
may have a similar ratio of weight to
inertia as an average disc, but the power
needed to rotate it would be perhaps
a tenth only, so that a disc motor is
very far from the right thing to use.

Very high series resistance is needed,
and so the motor becomes very unstable
and runs away on the slightest provoca-
tion. Control by hand becomes almost
an impossibility.

This does not mean that a normal
size of motor as used for disc or drum
working cannot be used, and in the
case of the more expensive and larger
motors which are designed to a large
extent for low speed, quite good
results may be expected with care ; but
the less expensive types of motors in
which the speed regulation charac-
teristics are not quite so good may be
expected to give trouble in speed
adjustment. A saving factor is that
the light mirror screw needs less power
for electrical synchronisation, and with
an cfficient synchroniser this may go
a long way in compensating for the
unsuitability of the motor to which it
is attached, as long as the synchroniser
has control of the speed.

Fortunately, however, there are
several simple schemes by which ease
of handling can be retained. If it is
desired !to retain the too powerful
motor previously used for a disc or
drum, the characteristics of this can be
enormously improved by placing on
the other end of its spindle, or wherever
there is room, a suitable flywheel,
which might be an old disc, or a small
disc without holes ‘made up for the
purpose. ‘This expedient is bulky, and
perhaps mote useful when making
tests, than for incorporation in a
receiver design ; but nevertheless it is
often most helpful. A heavy fly-wheel
of smaller diameter can, of course, be
used with nearly equal success, and the
writer has seen the fly-wheel from a
small gas engine giving good service
in this position. '

In the case of low-voltage motors
working from batteries the case is
easier, since far better stability is to be
expected if the voltage of the battery
is reduced by removing cells from the
circuit, instead of increasing the series
resistance. An equivalent if smaller
effect in the case of mains motors
results from feeding the motor from a
tapping on a relatively low resistance
potential divider connected across the
mains, a small adjustable resistance
being used as well for fine setting.
The circuit and suitable values are
shown together with diagrams illus-
trating the other points just mentioned.
Of course, all these remarks on elec-
trical stability refer mainly to the
series-wound motors in general use,
and to a lesser extent to shunt or
compound-wound motors.
Reduction
Gearing

A second and in many ways a better
method of attack is that used in the
mirror-screw receiver recently des-
cribed in this journal, in which a
standard motor is used but coupled to
the spindle which carries the screw by
a step-down belt drive. This scheme
operates because the motor is run at a
much higher speed than that of the
screw ; thus if a pulley-ratio of 4 : 1
be chosen, the motor can run at 3,000
r.p-m. which is about the most suitable
speed of most small mains motors, and
one at which they tend to stay fairly
constant, The use of a reduction gear
also increases the effect of the inertia of
the screw in stabilising the motor by
four times.

The motor at high speed will be
running under better conditions in
other respects ; it should keep cooler,
and take less current from the mains.
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With this arrangement any. electrical
synchronising arrangement used must
be mounted on the spindle which
carries the screw.

An elastic belt will give to some
extent the effect of a spring coupling.
A definite spring coupling device if
used should lie between the screw and
the remainder of the screw-spindle
which carries the driving pulley and
synchronising gear.

Having now suggested a few points
to watch in selecting a suitable motor,
the remaining component essential for
satisfactory reception is a suitable light
source. The correct lamp for use with
the mirror-screw of course, is one
giving a long narrow line of light, the
length of which should be rather
greater than the width of the screw
measured along its spindle, and the
best width between about one and
three millimetres according to the
dimensions of the screw used. This
width is easily found experimentally
after the apparatus has been set up, by
the simple expedient of masking off
the line of light by means of opaque
black paint upon the glass envelope
until the stationary scanning spot
appears a true square.

With most neon lamps it will be
found that when the plates are viewed
edge on, a line of light can be seen, of
suttable dimensions for mirror-screw
use. ‘This can be used as it is, or better
by conversion into a parallel pencil
of rays by means of a cylindrical lens
of fairly long focal length.

In our next issue wvarious

arrangements of the optical

system will be described and

methods of providing current
for the lamp.

Ultra Short-wave

Transmissions in Berlin

Early in April it is hoped to open
an experimental television service on
ultra shott-waves in Berlin. The
present ultra short-wave transmitter
which has been working for the past
year will be used for sound trans-
missions, and the new transmitter
which was recently ordered by the
Post Office will undertake 180-line
television transmissions. This means
that Berlin will have-a sight-and-sound
experimental television service within
a few months.

A recent demonstration in the
German Post Office laboratories
showed further improvement on the
pictures shown at the Radio Exhibition,
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Lydia Sokolova, Ballerina of the Diaghileff
in the programme’ of February 14

S I write, the removal is in
Aprogress. Programmes are sus-

pended and engineers are shifting
their apparatus from Broadcasting
House to Number 16, Portland Place,
where a sound-proof partition with a
plate-glass window five feet square now
divides the drawing-room on the first
floor. On one side is the studio, on
the other the projection room, and, as
at Broadcasting House, a shaft of light
from the scanner will be directed
through the window to the scene in the
studio. Both rooms have a parquet
floor in which a duct has been cut to
carry the wiring. In the projection
room, a few feet from the scanner are
two desks with panels, one controlling
sound and the other vision. Between
the panels is a seat for the Programme
Director, who will thus be able to
supervise both sound and vision with-
out having to leave his place. To the
left of these controls and within easy
reach is a table for the small caption
machine and against the wall in front
are two visors and a loud-speaker for
checking the programme.

During transmission one screen will
show a picture received v7a ether from
Brookmans Park through an aerial on
the roof, while the picture in the other
visor will be reproduced by line from
the studio. So it will be possible to

compare a line with a radio image in

every. programme and there will be no
risk of transmitting a negative picture
as happened once at Broadcasting
House.
* * *

The new quarters are a great
improvement on Studio BB in the
basement at Broadcasting House. The

N7
N\

engineers have at least six times more
space for their gear in the projector
room and the studio itself is larger,
Both rooms are lofty and have large
windows which will carry away the
heat of the arcs when pictures are not
being broadcast. The three windows
of the studio ovetlooking Portland
Place have been covered with white
boards which open in casement fashion
and when closed fit flush to the wall
which forms the backscreen. There is
an advantage here, for the projector
will have a lateral swing of about
thirty feet, giving the dancers in par-
ticular much greater scope. I shall be
interested to see what use the producer
makes of this extra space. When
needed, it should be possible to fit up
two separate screens side by side and to
swing the projector from one set to the
other.

Two large dressing-rooms have been
equipped at the rear of the house on
the same floor, and offices for the staff
and another dressing-room have been
furnished on the floor above.

Acoustic board cut in slabs, resem-
bling paving stone, cover the walls and
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Laurie Devine wearing a period dress in whic
she appeared on February 13

ceiling of studio and control room,
giving a suitably ““ dead > effect to all
sound. For ordinary purposes the
studio is lit by pendant lamps which are
all controlled by a slow-fading switch
in the projector toom. So no flash will
be seen in the picture as the lights are
raised or lowered and the studio can be
lit to any intensity desired.

* * *

For a personal appearance without
make-up, engineers used to fit a blue
arc in the projector, then they tried a
red filter, but when the Duke of
Matlborough took his place before the
scanner, I noticed that no change was
made in the machine. Experience has
shown that only a very slight improve-
ment results from altering the light and,
as the process slows up production, the
practice has now been discarded. The
producer feels that he cannot ask an
illustrious guest to submit his face to
the paint-box, and what the programme
lacks in definition it gains in distinc-
tion. Though the reflection from his
stiff white shirt did not improve the
picture, the Duke was a good subject
for television, and the resemblance to
his kinsman Winston Churchill was
remarked by everyone present in the
checking room at Broadcasting House
that evening.

The Duke found his appearance in
the picture less of an ordeal than many
others who have graced the studio.
Once again the powers of the system
were tested by the exhibition of a queer
assortment of objects and the producer
was able to demonstrate, to my satis-
faction at least, that these displays are
well worth giving.
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A new use was found for the
miniature transmitter on the same
evening, when works of art were
televised which could not have been
shown by other means. A coloured
miniature of Queen Anne, several old
pencil drawings, three engraved playing
cards and the pages of an ancient book
were focused in turn by the little
machine. The cards had a political
interest, for Charles the Third of Spain
represented the King of Clubs, a
contemporary lady the Queen of Hearts,
and a Prince was the Knave of Clubs.
It would have been a pity to miss these
little exhibits and Eustace Robb should
have the credit for this ingenious
presentation.

* * *

After seeing Anny Fligg in the
studio dressed in diaphanous material
without the usual black and white
contrast, I was surprised to find that
she made such an effective picture in
the visor. Hurrying back to the studio
to discover the secret, I found that the
explanation lay in the deep shadows
which were thrown on her gown by
cells placed in odd positions on the
floor. The object was to secure the
effect of flickering firelight, and the
producer, by turning the controls of the
cells up and down in time to the music,
gained a peculiar thythmic effect. As

the output from one cell was raised,

the strength of another was reduced.
The novelty may have puzzled some
lookers.

* * *

We have grown accustomed: to
transmissions on four nights each week
but as we were warned by the B.B.C.
in December last, the time allotted to
“30-line ” pictures will be reduced
from the end of March. Engineers at
Broadcasting House are continuing
their experiments with ultra-short wave
systems which give higher' definition
and meanwhile our entertainment will
be concentrated in two programmes
per week.

* * *

In Sir Thomas Beecham a cynically
humorous outlook conceals a kind
heart, and it was typical of the great
conductor’s consideration for his
artists that he fixed rehearsals of the
Philharmonic Otrchestra which allowed
Cyril Smith to get to Broadcasting
House for rehearsals on the day when
we saw Thea Philips, Alicia Markova
and Gavin Gordon. A sinister effect
was achieved by low lighting for
Gordon’s  Mephistopheles. Thea
Philips is a favourite concert artist and
the appearance of Markova adds yet
another well-known name to the list of
famous dancers who have faced the
projector. A celeste was heard for the
first time in television during this
programme.

Ediswan

riable cathode-ray tube equipment shown partly withdrawn from its case.
Underneatl) the tube can be seen the thyratron for the time-base.

On the jromt panel

are the controls for the time-base and for the focusing tube
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The performance of the Vardel
Four emphasised the need for a vertical
movement in the projection apparatus,
for several times the boys in this
amazing acrobatic troup were sent
hurtling towards the ceiling out of
range of the light. I was particularly
impressed by the scene when the man
lay on the floor with a boy spinning
on his upturned feet.

* * *

In case you were in doubt, the
“Loch Ness Monster ” displayed by
John Tilley was a monstrous little
creature in grey rubber about eighteen
inches from snout to tail. He was
transmitted from the big cells.

* * *

The producer is determined not to
embarrass his staff with complicated
programmes for the first few days in
the new studio. They will have
plenty to do settling in and no ambitious
production is to be expected before the
middle of March. To simplify things
and limit rehearsal, the programme of
February 26 will be repeated on
February 28, so Anona Wiynn,
Kenneth Blain, Leslie Douglas and
the Eight Step Sisters will then be seen
and heard again. Other engagements
include Harold Stern, Leoni Zifado,
Birgitta and Anton Dolin on February
27; Doris Hare, Psyche, and Osborne
and Hadden on March 2.

A Mirror-Screw Hint.

The versatile mirror screw is readily
adaptable to many ingenious ideas,
among which the following is very
good.

The present 3o-line picture ratio is,
according to some, rather too narrow
when viewed. The image, however,
can easily be ““ squared up * a little by
adding four more mirrors so that the
picture width is increased, but if they
are added in a certain way the number
of lines remains constant at 3o.

Try it this way. When setting the
first line and an image is picked up in
the slits add another strip and without
moving the mirror screw adjust this to
exactly the same point. In operation
these two mirrors will give the same
reflection but the line will be twice the
width. No. 2 line and Nos. 29 and 30
are added to in the same way. Very
little difference will be noticed in the
picture, but the general impression
created will be worth the trouble. Of
course the same thing can be carried
out with No. 3 and No. 28 lines, but
it will spoil the image if taken any
further.
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NEW television system has been
Adeveloped by L. H. Bedford and

O. S. Puckle, of A. C. Cossor,
Limited. Details were first made
public when a paper was read by the
designers of the system before the
LE.E. on February 7.

The advantages claimed for this
unique and revolutionary system are :
complete absence of the synchronisation
problem in the line scanning direction ;
a very simple

ciate this state of affairs as such if the
movement is very slow.

If the movement is so rapid that the
oscillogram is completed in the period
within the persistence of vision, the
eye renders a totally different impression
namely, that of a stationary design, split
up into various grades and intensities
of light and shade. The principle of
modulation by velocity therefore per-
mits introduction of light and shade

TELEYISION

modulated. For scanning the object
to be transmitted by velocity modula-
tion it follows that the scanning
element at the transmitter end must
also be a cathode-ray, which means that
the cathode-ray oscillograph must serve
as the source of light. At the present
time, this means that the picture subject
matter is, on the grounds of scanning
light restrictions, limited to filmed
material, at least when the ordinary
low-voltage  os-

solution to the cillograph is con-
difficulties of syn- . . templated. It is
chronisation In e O C l t }/ O u a tl O n of interest, how-
the traversing ever, to note that
direction, includ- direct subject
ing automatic = transmission is

framing ; greatly re-
laxed modulation
requirements on the
receiving  oscillo-
graph; greatly in-
creased picture
brightness for a
given receiving o0s-
cillograph, as com-
pared with the in-
tensity modulation
system ; improved
concentration of
detail in the light
poitions of the
picture and nearly
constant percentage
modulation of the
radio transmitter.

The basic princi-
ple of this system is
the production of
light and shade by
varying the time taken by the spot to
pass any given point and not the
brilliance of the spot; in other words
the spot will travel over the whole
picture .in a regular manner but not
at a uniform rate.

When a picture is being transmitted
the spot speeds up for the dark portions
and slows down for the light portions ;
consequently, when a bright portion

has to be created the spot slows down

and when a datk portion is being
reproduced the speed at which the spot
travels is proportionately increased.
Any degree of light and shade existing
between these two extremes is, of
course, obtainable by proportionate
speeds.

The re-creation of true light and
shade is dependent on the phenomenon
of persistence of vision. If a light
spot of constant size and brilliance
describes a repeating design in which
the actual speed of movement at any
particular point varies from that of
other points, the eye will only appre-

Ful ljﬁDetails

of

into a received picture without either
altering the intensity, size or brilliance
of the spot, and it is claimed, therefore,
that it is ideal for television reception
by means of a Cossor cathode-ray

The photograph above shows the designers of

the new velocity-modulation system, L. H.

Bedford (right) and O. S. Puckle, making

adjusiments #o the transmitter at the
Cossor laboratories.

oscillograph tube. The cathode-ray
has sufficient freedom from inertia to
reproduce successfully the extremely
abrupt changes of velocity which are
called for.

The Transmitting
End

It will be apparent that it is quite
impossible to realise velocity-modulated
pictures at the receiving end from the
uniformly scanned object at the trans-
mitting end. The scanning at the
transmitting end must also be velocity
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not considered to be
outside the bounds
of possibility by the
designers.  Further
in the opinion of
the designers, the
restriction to filmed
material does not
constitute a draw-
back, as the same
restrictions are
forced upon any tele-
vision service by
quite other con-
siderations, particu-
larly the desirability
of broadcasting to a
large audience in
the evening an event
which has taken
place at a time in
the day when the
audience would
be very limited.

In practice, at the transmitting end,
the light spot of the oscillograph is
focused on to a cinema film through
a suitable lens and the light or such
portion of the light that may penetrate
the film falls on a photo-cell. Current
variations through the photo-cell pro-
duce the voltage, which duly amplified
is fed back into the scanning oscillo-
graph in such a manner as to control
the instantaneous scanning speed.

The spot must also possess a path so
arranged that it will cover every point
of the picture as is customary in tele-
vision transmission. ‘The function of
this arrangement will be better under-
stood when it is realised that a copy of
the picture must appear on the screen
of the transmitting tube itself, bearing
in mind that the voltage dependent
upon the film intensity from point to
point is fed back into the tube.

When transmitting from a positive
picture increased light on the photo-cell
must bring about a decrease of the
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scanning velocity, giving the appear-
ance of light, and when the real image
of the spot falls on an opaque portion
of the film the spot is speeded up,
giving the appearance of darkness on
the transmitter.

It has already been mentioned that
the appearance of the picture on the
transmitter is an integral part of the
system. No special significance might
be attached to this happening until it
is remembered that this picture has
come about solely by means of the
voltages applied to the deflector plates
of the oscillograph and that the same
‘picture, therefore, will obviously resplt
on any similar oscillograph to which
these voltages are faithfully transmitted.

operates as though the synchronisation
were wholly implicit and not implicit
in one direction only.

Increased picture brightness and
concentration of detail in the light
portions of the picture result from the
fact that the scanning is relatively
slow in the lighter portion of the
picture ; both the light and scanning
time not required in the dark places are
made use of in the lighter portions.

Concentration of detail in the light
portions of the picture, is an advantage
only if the contrast ratio of the picture
is kept low, but as soon as high contrast
ratio is attempted the sacrifice of detail
in the dark places in favour of the light
becomes objectionable, as the detail
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The schematic circuit of the transmitter for producing velocity-modulated scanning.

If two channels are available the
transmission problem is reduced in
fact to that of connecting one pair of
plates on the transmitter to a pair on
the receiver and the other pair on the
transmitter to the other pair on the
receiver, and if this happy state of
affairs were possible the question of
synchronisation at the receiving end
would not arise. ‘This feature is,
according to the designers, unquestion-
ably one of the most important advan-
tages offered by the principle of
velocity modulation.

The tying together of the two pairs
of plates of the receiver and transmitter
would, unfortunately, require two
communication channels, which is,
normally speaking, impracticable. The
solution adapted by the designers which
makes it possible to convey the intelli-
gence actually in a single channel is to
sacrifice the feature of implicit syn-
chronism in the picture traversing
direction, whilst retaining it in the line
scanning direction. Synchronisation is
made absolutely solid by means of a
signal impressed on the line scanning,
so that, in effect, the system still

in the dark is inadequate. Further, it
becomes impossible to obtain a satis-
factory change from one intensity to
another, more particularly from dark
to light, without the use of an unduly
widened frequency band, which would,
of course, become more and more
undesirable as transmission of tele-
vision became more and more general.

The present system, therefore, trans-
mits a velocity-modulated picture at
low contrast level and superimposes
intensity modulation upon it at the
receiving end. This system proves to
be a remarkably advantageous com-
bination of the two principles, since
both kinds of modulation work at their
best only when called upon to operate
over a relatively restricted range.

It might be supposed that the lower-
ing of the velocity modulation contrast
ratio would seriously reduce the
advantage of increased picture brilli-
ancy, but in practice this is not so, as
the increased picture brightness is
retained almost intact. This will be
more clear when it is remembered that
the spot is at its full brightness in the
light pottions of the picture and is
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dimmed only in dark places. Conse-
quently the intensification process
involves only the extraction of light
from the places where its presence is
detrimental, thus increasing the con-
trast level while retaining the intrinsic
brilliancy of the system.

Having explained the general outline
of the system it will be convenient to
divide the subject into two parts in
order that both may be discussed
without confusion. The first section
is the television transmitter as far as
reducing the picture intelligence to
terms of electrical impulses is concerned,;

the second section concerns the
receiver.

The

Transmitter

The system of velocity modulation
is sufficiently flexible to permit of
various alternative detailed arrange-
ments regarding the number of lines,
whether line scanning is in the vertical
or hotizontal direction, and so on.
The following remarks, however, are
based on the system and detailed
arrangements used by A. C. Cossot
Ltd., for demonstration purposes.

The transmitter at present working
has a picture speed of 25 complete
pictures per second. The scanning is
120 lines in the horizontal direction and
the equivalent of 160 lines in the
vertical direction.

The Basic
Transmitter Circuit

Fig. 1 shows a schematic version of
the transmitting circuit for a stationary
picture, by which velocity-modulated
scanning and the appearance of the
picture on the transmitter is brought
about. The screen-grid valve Vi,
condenser C1 and gas-discharge triode
Vz constitute a time-base circuit, the
valve Vi forming the  constant-
current ” charging element, in view of
its being operated with the plate
voltage well above that of the screen,
that is to say, in the saturated part of its
anode cutrent/anode voltage charac-
teristic.

The instantaneous charging current
is determined from instant to instant by
the voltage on the grid of Vi, which
voltage is actually the output of the
photo-cell amplifier. The bias on the
grid of the gas-discharge triode V2
determines, at least nominally, the
voltage amplitude of the time-base
sweep.

The cathode of V2 is connected to
one of the X deflector plates (PX1) of
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the oscillograph, the opposite plate
(PX2) being taken to a biasing poten-
tiometer for the purpose of shifting
the picture. The arrangement thus
constitutes a time base providing a
scanning sweep whose speed is modu-
lated by the instantaneous light falling
on the photo cell, and a rapid fly-back
on the occasion of each discharge of
the gas-discharge triode. This fly-back
is so rapid as to be invisible, so that it is
not necessary to quench the spot on
the fly-back in order to obtain a
correct picture unmarred by the tracing
of the line fly-back.

Constant-voltage

Scanning

The term constant-voltage scanning
is used to indicate the method of
scanning outlined above, in which the
scanning lines are allowed to take
their own time, which will vary from
line to line, according to the amount of
light or dark encountered by the
scanning spot, the lines being all the
same voltage length.

Referring to the traversing circuit
(Fig. 1), the screen-grid valve V7 and
condenser Cy and gas discharge triode
V8 constitute the traversing time base.
It will be appreciated that since the
scanning lines take unequal time it is
not satisfactory for the traversing

time-base sweep to be uniform, and
the arrangement adopted is that of
allowing the scanning lines to be moved
on in a step-wise manner between
consecutive lines, the magnitude of
the step being fixed and independent
of the time taken by the lines.

The Practical

Transmitter Circuit

It is not proposed to go deeply into
the question of a practical transmitter
and it will suffice, therefore, to say that

a number of other considerations must
be taken into account and to show how
they can be achieved in practice.

~ An actual transmitter for practical
putposes will have to deal with moving
films and will require in addition to
the basic requirements outlined above,
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vary over a relatively wide range. At
the frequencies concerned, it was not
possible to design a gas-discharge tube
which in these circumstances would
fire at a constant voltage amplitude
irrespective of the wide frequency
changes.
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Fig. 2. The circuit of the receiver which comprises a line-scanning amplifier, picture-traversing
time-base and an intensifying system.

first of all some means of synchronising
picture frequency and provision of
facilities for transmission of a moving
picture from a uniformly running film,
which may be referred to as the chasing
circuit. It should be clearly under-
stood that the film is continually and
evenly moving and that the separate
pictures do not jump on one at a time

This picture shows the

amplifying bank for

the transmitter : note

the screening arrange-

ments on the underside
of the lid.

as in a cinema projector. This inge-
nious feature makes for a considerable
saving of time.

In addition there will be certain
detailed improvements, such as picture
synchronisation signal to give a
momentary cessation of scanning at
the end of the last line, and the
substitution of the gas-discharge
triode by a pair of hard valves,
made necessary by the fact that
the scanning lines are allowed to take
their own time which can, of course,
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As a matter of interest it may be
added that at the higher frequencies
corresponding to a succession of dark
scanning lines the behaviour of the gas
discharge triode could only be des-
cribed as wildly erratic. The manner
in which hard valves are used to take
the place of a gas-filled valve is
extremely interesting.

Referring again to Fig. 1, during the
charging of the condenser Cri, the
valve V2 takes no anode current owing
to its being biased beyond cut-off by
the drop in the resistance R3 in the
plate circuit of V3. As the charging
continues, the voltage across V2 rises
until a point is reached where anode
current commences to flow; this
causes a voltage drop over the resis-
tance Rz, which is fed through con-
denser Cz3 on to the grid of the valve
V3. This reduces the current in R3,
hence the grid voltage of V2 rises, the
anode current increases and the action
is cumulative. At the end of the
discharge the current in R2 drops, the
cumulative action is reversed, and the
circuit re-sets itself for the next charging
stroke.

It is not proposed to go into details
of the photo-cell amplifier, but it is
interesting to note that the require-
ments of such an amplifier are both
diverse and difficult of attainment and
include a voltage gain of the order of
5,000 times, and effectively level
frequency characteristics from 25 to
240,000 cycles per second.

{Continued on page 132.)
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THE DOUBLE-IMAGE POLARISCOPE
By H. Anthony Hankey

LL forms of Kerr cell employed

in connection with the single-

image polariscope can now be
classed as old-fashioned. By single-
image polariscope I mean that in which
the Nicol prism, the Thompson prism
and the like prisms are used as polariser
and analyser respectively. It has been
worked out that the efficiency of these
prisms is about 13 per cent. when used
in connection with the Kerr cell.
Despite this fact, quite a number of
people continue to employ this device
in television and it is to be concluded,
therefore, that many are not aware of
the more modern designs of Kerr cell
which have been the outcome of Mr.
L. M. Myers’ research during the last
three years.

The Double-
Image Polariscope

In February, 1932, Mr. Myers
showed me his new form of polariscope
and I believe I was the first to be so
privileged. Later, this device was
shown to a number of interested
persons. Mr. Myers has informed me
that the double-image polariscope is by
no means new to science and that it was
ptobably known even to Huygens
himself. Curiously enough, Kerr em-
ployed the double-image polariscope
in connection with his investigation
with respect to the artificial double
refraction in glass. Publications on
this subject have apparently been very
scarce so that I shall attempt to describe
the device in detail.

In Fig. 1 we sce at the left-hand side
of the diagram two calcite blocks
arranged with their principal sections
parallel. It will be noticed that the
ordinary ray in the first continues as
the ordinary ray in the second. O
represents the condition of light in the
first prism and the subscript indicates
the condition in the second prism.
Therefore Oo tepresents the ordinary

Fig. 3.

ray of the first and
the ordinary ray of
the second. The
extraordinary ray of the first also
becomes the extraordinary ray of the
second.

In the lower right-hand diagram
PP represents the vibration direction of
the two calcite blocks and the short
lines in the circles represent the vibra-
tion direction of the two rays leaving

I [ 6 LT | .
P\'\ El-l €e
N} &
N g evs
| B 2
LV, \,,

Fig. 1. A diagram explaining the action of the

double-image polariscope.

vibration direction is parallel to the
optic axis, as the crystal is negative.

In the centre diagram we have
introduced a quarter-wave plate
between the two parallel calcite blocks.

ANALYSER

>C

POLARISER

=

TO SCANNER

CALCITE POLARISER AND
ANALYSER

MIRROR
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A photograph of the double-image polariscope employed
in confunction with the Wilson scanning system.

This means that the ordinary ray must
now be resolved in two directions, one
component travels through as the
ordinary in the second block and is thus
represented by Os and the second
component, vibrating at right angles
to this, pursues the course of the
extraordinary ray in the second block
and it is thus represented by the symbol
Oe¢. The extraordinary ray of the first
block is also resolved into two com-
ponents and these two components are
Ee and® Eo. In the lower centre
diagram the state of affairs is shown by
the three circles which represent the
image of one spot seen through the
whole combination of parallel calcite
blocks and quarter-wave plate. It is
to be noted that 11/ is the vibration
direction of the quartet-wave plate.

We now pass on to the right-hand
diagram in which a half-wave plate is
introduced into the polariscope. The
effect of a half-wave plate is to ofient
the vibration directions of the rays O
and E through one right angle so the
extraordinary ray of the first block now,
by wvirtue of its oriented vibration
direction, becomes the ordinary ray of
the second block.

For the same reason the ordinary ray
of the first block becomes the extra-
ordinary ray of the second block.
Hence, for a half-wave retardation the
two outer spots vanish entirely, and
all the light goes to form a centre spot.
In the lower diagrams, the number of
short lines in the circles represent the
intensity of that particular beam. It
can be readily seen, therefore, that as
the retardation increases from zero
to half wave, the intensity of the centre
spot increases from zero to a maximum,
and in particular that the intensity of
the centre spot at half-wave retardation
is equal to the sum of the intensities of
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the two outer spots at zero retardation.
It will be appreciated that the multi-
plate Karolus cell can be substituted for
the retardation plate, and this has been
done in the upper diagram of Fig. 2
which is a practical form of Kerr cell
employed with the double-image polari-
scope. In his initial experiments Mr.
Myers used Rochon double-image
prisms but he prefers simple calcite
blocks which give parallel displace-
ment of the two beams, as against
angular displacement sustained with
Rochon prisms. For it is obvious that
with a multi-plate cell parallel light
should pass between the electrodes.
In the upper diagram, therefore,
light is focused on an aperture shown
on the left-hand side and then is
collimated by an achromatic lens. The
light now enters the analyser, traverses
the cell and passes through the polariser
into the second collimating lens. With

TO SCANNER

CALCITE POLARISER

QARTZ LAMINAE

CALCITE
COMPENSATOR

“-MIRROR

Fig. 4. Quartz aperiodic modulator.

unstressed liquid two spots are formed
on the right-hand side screen and be-
tween these two spots a third one is
formed as in Fig. 1 when the liquid is
stressed.  Of course, it is opposite this
third spot that the aperture in the
tight-hand side screen is disposed.

In this form of cell the light should
not be perfectly parallel in the liquid,
because if perfectly parallel light reaches
the second collimating lens only one
spot will be formed at its focus. By
shifting the cell so that it is given an
axial displacement two spots are readily
formed on the right-hand screen.

Combined Polariser
and Analyser

In the lower diagram of Fig. 2 it will
be seen that only one calcite block is
used. This - block setves as -both
polariser and analyser. This is because
the light is reflected by a mirror when
it has reached the end of the cell. This
ingenious device gives twice the path
length for the same capacity of the

multi-plate cell and thus reduces the
operating voltage by 4/2. Further-
more the cost of the cell is greatly
reduced as only one block of spar is
used.

It will be. seen in the diagram that
the planes of the two apertures do not
exactly coincide. This is in order to
ensure that the light is just not parallel
in the cell. This is necessary for the
reason given above. In Fig. 3 we see
an actual photograph of the double-
image polariscope employed in con-
junction with the Wilson scanning
system for the production of 3o-line
pictures. Just i> the left of the arc
lamp a brass tube is seen which con-
tains both collimating lens and polariser,
to the left of the cell the second colli-
mating lens and analyser is contained in
the brass tube. The double-image
polariser is shown in the centre of the
picture. With this apparatus it was
possible to obtain pictures ten times
as bright than have hitherto been
produced on 30 lines. The pictures
were so bright that they could be seen
in full daylight. The picture size was
6 ft. by 4 ft.

Aperiodic
Quartz Modulator

So far we have been considering
only the use of nitrobenzene in the
Kerr cell, but we now come to an
interesting device in which thin quartz
laminae are substituted for the less
desirable liquid. The disposition of
this device is as follows :

The light enters the collimating lens
and a very nearly parallel beam traverses
the polariser and the quartz laminae.
The light now passes through a calcite
plate and is reflected from a mirror so
that it retraverses the calcite plate
before passing through the quartz
laminae a second time.

The light then leaves the quartz
laminae and emerges from the colli-
mating lens as shown in Fig. 4. The
retardation is effected by applying the
stress voltage to electrodes conveniently
disposed between the quartz laminae.
The electrodes can take the form of
silvering on the polished surface of the
quartz.

Now the retardation in unstressed
quartz, which is a positive uniaxial
crystal with Dbirefringence [B=:0.009
will be given by the simple expression

R=1fsin%}
in which 1 is the path length of the
light and ¢ is the angle between the
direction of light travel and the optic
axis of the crystal. In the laminae
employed for this particular cell ¢=

111

TELEYISION

.90 degrees; that s, the light is travelling

normal to the optic axis of the crystal,
The compensating retardation in the
calcite plate, which is a negative
uniaxial crystal with birefringence
B'=o0.172, will be

R'=1"f'sin%’

For . compensation the positive
retardation in the quartz must be
equal to the negative retardation in the
calcite so that

I .oog

T~ 172 sin%’
and this expression gives the thickness
1" of the calcite plate, that of the quartz’
laminae 1 having been predetermined.

Complete compensating having been
effected by this simple method, the
extra retardation needed to illuminate
the field of the polariscope will be
supplied by the stressed quartz laminae.
This effect is generally known as the
Pockels effect, because it was Pockels
who originally observed retardation
in a compensated lamina of quartz.

Fig. 5. Piezo-electric quartz showing how the
application of an electric field brings about a
strain.

The voltage required to operate this
cell has been calculated by Mr. Myers
to be in the order of 3,000 volts. In
this case the laminae are 1 mm. thick
and 5 cm. long, measured in the direc-
tion of light travel. The effective
length of the light path is, therefore,
10 cm.

In connection with the Pockels
effect it may be remarked in passing
that a repetition of his work on iso-
metric crystals has been carried out
recently in Germany by von Okolic-
sanyi with a fair degree of success.
Up to the present, however, the
efficiency of the nitrobenzene cell has
not been surpassed.

It is of interest to compare the
intensity expressions for the two
effects. In the first place for the Kerr
effect in nitrobenzene the intensity is
given by the formula

IxT'sin?%/2
in which Ir is the intensity of the light
entering the polariser. It will be
(Continsed on page 134)
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Gas-filled Relays

By C. R. Dunham, B.A.

This is the second of the short series of articles on the theory and operation of
the Gas-filled Relay.

ROM the remarks made towards
F the end of the preceding article

of this series, it will be clear that
the most obvious application of the
gas-filled relay is when used as a
rectifier of alternating current, in
which case the grid may be made to
control the amount of current that is
rectified per cycle.  Suppose, for
instance, that a gas-filled relay be

x Supph
}&vﬁﬁ&e §

r‘ITlcal Grl;\/‘ \
Voltage

Fig. s Diagram showing the Sormation of uni-
directional pulses when A.C. is applied to a
resistance foaded gas-filled relgy.

connected in series with' a suitable
resistance load and fed from an alter—
nating supply, as shown in Fig.
Current will flow through the valve
and the resistance during the alternate
half cycles of the supply voltage in
which the voltage is so as to make the
anode of the gasfilled relay more
positive than the cathode.

If the grid is connected to the cathode
current will start to flow as soon as the
applied voltage reaches the value (about
15 to 20 volts) required to start and
maintain a discharge in the valve.
The cutrent continues to flow until the
end of the half-cycle, when it ceases
because the applied voltage falls below
that which is necessary to maintain the
discharge. The curtrent which flows
in the load tesistance, therefore, consists
of a succession of unidirectional pulses.
If desired, these may be smoothed into
a uniform direct current by suitable
filters.

If instead of connecting the grid of

the gasfilled relay to the cathode
directly, it is biased to a negative
potential, the anode current will not
statt to flow at the beginning of the
half-cycle, but its initiation will be
retarded until the voltage applied to
the anode reaches a higher value equal
to m times the grid-bias voltage; m
is the * grid-control ratio” of the
gas-filled relay, described in the pre-
vious article in connection with Fig. 3.
The current once started, continues to
flow until the end of the half-cycle.
The conditions are now as shown in
Fig. 6. Tt is clear that as the value of
the grid bias is increased in the negative
direction the .length of time during
which anode current flows is fore-
shortened, and consequently the
average value of the direct current
output is progressively reduced. .

Finally, the condition indicated in
Fig. 7 is reached, where the bias is just
sufficient to withhold the discharge
until the peak of the applied voltage
wave, and the mean output current
is one half of that in Fig. 5. If the
bias is made still more negative the
gas-filled relay is prevented from
striking at all, and the output current
is zero.

Control

Sometimes it is desirable to have a
rectifier in which it is possible to
control the output uniformly from its
full value right down to zero. This
can be achieved by applymg to the

_r_% ;burplv T
Voltage

Sl

nTntaJ i § i

Fig. 7 Condition when critical bias is applted

Vonagv. :

grid an alternating voltage of the same
frequency as that applied to the anode
circuit, but of vatiable relative phase
or magmtude This permits the in-
stant at which the gas-filled relay will
strike to be controllable to any point in
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the positive half-cycle of the supply
voltage wave.

Referring to Fig. 4a in the previous
issue, where “ phase-control ” is illus-
trated, it is seen that when the phase
difference between the voltages applied
to the grid and anode is 180 degrees, the
striking of the valve is totally withheld
(provided, of course, that the applied
grid voltage is of sufficient magmtude
to exceed the * critical grid voltage

=21 times the anode voltage).
m

Figs. 4b, ¢, d, e, f, and g show the
effect of advancing the phase of the

%

Supply
Yoltage

GAppged ~—"
i Crihcal Gnd
Voffage Vol ho:.

Fig. 6 Showing the effect of biasing the grid of #he
gas-filled relay.

grid voltage by progressive amounts.

The average output cutrent steadily
increases as the phase is advanced. until
when the phases are the same (Fig.4),

the output current is at its maximum
value. Fig. 4h shows what happens
when the grid voltage is retarded by a
small angle from the case of Fig. 4a,

and it will be noticed that the output
current has attained its full wvalue.

Thus, when thé grid voltage is in
dlrectly opposite phase to the anode
voltage the mean current is zero; by.
advancing the grid phase progresswely
through 180 degrees the mean current
steadily increases; by retarding the
grid phase by even a small angle the
mean curreat jumps to the maximum
value. Thus according to the method
chosen, phase-control can provide
either a gradual adjustment of output
current, or else a sudden change
between zero and full.

Practical
Applications

The question is now asked as to what
practical use can the gas-filled relay be
put when employed in this manner, and
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for this reason it is worth while to
consider what amount of power. may be
expected from a gas-filled relay, and
also what power is necessary in order
to effect grid control.

Take for example the Osram GT.1
gas-filled relay, which in size and

as the grid of a high-vacuum triode, and
the grid current is minute. When the
discharge has been struck, and the
gaseous filling is ionised, the grid impe-
dance can fall to a low value. An
external impedance is, therefore, usually
advisable in the grid circuit in order to

Q0go008¢P

G
(b)
Fig. 8 Three typical grid-circuit arrangements.

construction is not unlike a wireless
receiving valve of the Osram MILg4
type. Itis rated to carry a peak current
of .6 amp, and to withstand a peak
voltage of 1,000 volts. This means
that on a 1,000 volt D.C. circuit the
GT1 gasfilled relay may be used to
control 6oo watts.

On an A.C. supply the permissible
R.M.S. voltage is

1,000
A2

] .6
the permissible mean cutrent — or .2

ot 700 volts, and

w
amp. The power that is required by
the grid circuit in order to control this
large available anode power is of the
order of a few milliwatts. This very
large ratio between input and output
is made possible because during the
periods when the grid is functioning,
preventing the discharge from striking
the gtid behaves in the same manner

§ LOAD
’__{ :

limit the grid current after the valve is
sttuck ; this may be of the order of
10,000 tO 2,000,000 ohms.

Fig. 8 shows three typical grid
circuit arrangements for obtaining con-
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as these, gas-filled relays have been
used for controlling the speed of motors,
the output of generators, the tempera-
ture of ovens for erystal-controlled
oscillators, and also for operating
contactors in heavier powered circuits.
Many other applications are readily
apparent.

D.C.

Supply

When a gas-filled relay is used with
a D.C. anode supply, once the discharge
has been struck it will continue to
flow indefinitely until the anode circuit
is broken, or voltage removed. Thus
it will provide a permanent indication
of single transient effect of any kind
which can be converted into a grid-
voltage variation. The anode current
may be made to perform various
appropriate functions. For instance, a
gas-filled relay may be used in con-
junction with an electromagnetic relay
to open a circuit in the event of an
overload occurring in that circuit.
When operated in this manner the
gas-filled relay is reset by breaking the
anode circuit for an interval of sufficient
duration to enable the grid to regain
control of the discharge.

(@)
Fig. .

(b)

Three arrangements showing how the gas-filled relay is adapted to be worked

v LOAD

b

(e)

from a photo-cell.

trol of output current of a gas-filled
relay by variation of the grid voltage
phase. In Figs. 8a and b, there is a
gradual control of mean output
cuttent from zero to full, whereas
Fig. 8c gives a sudden change between
zero and full.

Because of the very small power
required in the grid circuit the gas-filled
relay is well adapted to be worked
directly by a photo-electric cell. In
Fig. 9a, the output current increases
gradually as the amount of light falling
on the photocell decreases and vice
versa ; in Fig. ob the current increases
as the light is increased, and in Fig. 9c
the gas-filled relay passes curtent or not
according as the light falling on the
cell is less or greater than a certain
value.

In alternating current circuits, such
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Another method of resetting is shown
in Fig. 10; when anode current is
flowing, the condenser C becomes'
charged, through the high resistance R,

(Continsed at foot of next page.)

How the function of the switch can be
performed by a second relay.

Fig. 11.
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Television Terms Suggested by the Research

Committee of the

Transmission.—The scanning device and
optical gear.

Conveyance.—The radio frequency link.

Reception.—The reconstituting apparatus.

Scanning .—At the transmitter is analysis.
At the receiver is synthesis.

Multi-component Scanning Device.-
Devices like mirror polyhedra which are
used in co-operation with circles of lenses,
etc.

Zone Scanning Device.—Apparatus for
scanning in zones.

Continuous Scanning.—Lissajou figure
scanning—e.g., spiral traverse.

‘Strip Scanning.—Rectilinear or arcuate
lines which are substantially parallel.

Rotary Strip Scanning.—Rectilinear
strips progressively orientated about a
centre (radii).

Mosaic System.—Either lamps or cells in
large mosaic.

Commutated Mosaic System.—The
same, but only one element in circuit at
a time.

Synchronising —Causing analysis and
synthesis to concur in period and phase.

Isochronising.—Causing analysis and
synthesis to concur in period only.

Kipp Oscillator.—To describe all forms
of oscillators or circuits producing wave-
forms, known loosely as ‘‘ saw-tooth,”
‘“time base,” ‘' relaxation oscillator,”
etc.

Gun.—Anode of CfR tube.

Screen.—Fluorescent screen of C/R tube.

Deflection.—Traversal action in C/R tube.

Beam.—Electron pencil in C/R tube.

Focusing.—Image formation of cathode
upon screen in C/R tube.

Television Society.

Fascinculation.—Parallel beam formation
in C/R tube.

Picture Ratio (r).—The mean strip length
of a picture (or scan) divided by the
mean lateral breadth.

Underlap (9%).—Synchronising (or other)
deduction from scan length in direction
of strip.

Notation for Describing
Scanning of Picture

H 2.5.—Denotes horizontal scanning in
the picture ratio of 2.5 to 1, starting at
the bottom left-hand corner and ending
top right.

Phasing.—Bringing isochronous systems
into phase.

Framing.—Adjusting relative portions of
synthesised picture and picture surround.

Strip.—Picture strip or picture line.

Picture Element.—Picture elements quad-
ratically defined.

Field.—Area traversed at transmitter or
receiver.

C/R.—Cathode ray.
em.—Picture element.
em/sec.—Elemental scanning rate.

c.p.s. or c/s—Cycles per second (pure
sine wave).

A small subscription will
ensure the delivery of “Tele-

vision”’ regularly each month.
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P.p.s. or p/s.—Periods per second (hetero-
geneous wave).

Picture Frequency
scans per second.

Strip Frequency (f3).—Number of tra-
versal strips per second.

Phase Delay.—Measured in radians (w
db/dw).

Envelope Delay.—Measured in
seconds (db/dw).

Attenuation.—Given as voltage (or cur-
rent) ratio and preferably stated as the
Naperian logarithm of the ratio (giving
the Neper as the unit) to distinguish from
the decibel.

(fp).—Number of

micro-

“ THYRATRON.”

It has been brought to our notice
that the word “ Thyratron” is the
trade mark owned by the British
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., and as
such is strictly applicable only to the
mercury-vapour grid-controlled tubes
manufactured by that company.

We regret that the term should have
been inadvertently applied to the
Ediswan mercury-vapour-relay review-
ed in our columns in the preceding
issue. The B.T.H. Co. ate the manu-
facturers of the original Thyratron,
which is marketed under the name
“B.T.1.”

When the new Jong-wave high-
power station at Droitwich comes into
operation Midland Regional, the
station from which the television sound
signalsare put out at present, is to take
the wavelength of London National
and the power will be some 70 kilo-
watts.

“ Gas-filled Relays”

(Continued from preceding page.)

to a voltage equal to that of the supply
less 15 volts valve-drop. Upon
closing switch S,, the condenser is
connected directly across the valve and
reduces the potential of the anode to a

b.c. uwuvi 3

o

4
3

CONTROL VOLTAGE

Fig. 12. An inverter circuit.

negative value for the period of its
discharge. If the condenser is large
enough to permit the deionisation of
the valve during the discharge time,
and if the grid is at a negative potential,
the anode current will be broken.

In the circuit, Fig. 11, the function
of switch S, is performed by a second
gas-filled relay. When V, is struck by
variation of its grid voltage, the con-
denser C is discharged through it,
extinguishing V,. Similarly, when V,
is struck again, V, is extinguished.

By suitable modification of this
circuit an efficient method of changing
D.C. enetgy into alternating is obtained.
Such a converter is called an inverter
(or inverted rectifier), and consists in
principle of a transformer with two
primary windings through which the
direct current alternately flows con-
trolled by two gas-filled relays. An
alternating flux is produced in the core
of the transformer inducing an alterna-
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ting voltage in a secondary winding.
The frequency of operation is con-
trolled %y applying a small A.C.
voltage to the grids of the gas-filled
relays, or alternatively the grids may
be fed from the A.C. output, in which
case the inverter is said to be self
exciting and has its frequency con-
trolled by the constants of the circuit.

0.C. SNPUT
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RECENT

DEVELOPMENTS

A RECORD
OF

PATENTS AND PROGRESS
Specially Compiled for this Journal

¢ Film ** Television
(Patent No. 402620.)

One method of producing television
pictures of topical interest is to take a
motion-picture film, and to scan the
film by means of a photo-electric cell
on the spot. For this purpose it is
usual to develop and dry the film
rapidly before it is fed to the television
scanner, as otherwise clinging drops of
moisture are liable to obscure the
clearness of the picture. According
to the invention, the film is not dried,
but is presented to the scanning
apparatus whilst still immersed in a
natrow transparent trough containing
water. This prevents the sensitised
surface from carrying casual * blobs,”
and ensures that all parts are surrounded
by a liquid film of uniform transparency.
To prevent any undue absorption of
light the trough is made as narrow as
possible, whilst to prevent damage to
the film by the intense scanning-ray,
the liquid in the trough may be slightly
coloured by a dye which absorbs any
harmful rays.—(Fernseh Akt.)

« Saw-toothed ** Oscillator
(Patent No. 402629.)

Scanning-voltages are applied to the
deflecting plates of a cathode-ray tube
by a pair of back-coupled valve-oscilla-
tors, respectively generating the hori-
zontal and vertical control voltages.
One oscillator valve feeds a “ peaky
voltage to an amplifier, which is so
adjusted as to transform it into a
saw-toothed current for application to
the horizontal deflecting electrode.
The second oscillator operates similarly
to develop the vertical scanning voltage.
The amplitude is alike in both cases, but
the steepness of the horizontal current-
wave is greater than that of the vertical.
—(Marcon’s Wireless Telegraph Co Ltd.)

Cathode-ray tubes
(Patent No. 402781.)

In order to control the density or
concentration of the bundle of rays
forming the main discharge stream, one
or more flat rings 1, 2 are mounted on
the inner walls of the tube between the
cathode C and the deflecting electrodes
D, Di. If the rings ate biased posi-

tively they tend to spread the discharge
stream as shown in Fig. 1a, whilst if
charged negatively they serve to con-
verge it as indicated in Fig. 1b.

In other words a negatively-charged
ring acts like a convex lens in optics,

Fig. 1a.
A scheme for controlling the density of the

cathode-ray beam.

whilst a positively-charged ring is the
equivalent of a concave lens. This
enables a reduced or enlarged image of
the spot to be produced on the fluores-
cent screen as desired. A combination
of ring and disc may be used to produce
a sharper focal effect.—(Siemens-
Shuckertwerke Akt.)

A method of obtaining sharply defined ing
at high speeds.
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High-speed Scanning
(Patent No. 403018.)

If a cathode-ray is vibrated at scan-
ning speeds exceeding 100,000 cycles
per second, the spot on the fluorescent
screen, instead of being sharply focused,
takes ona woolly appearance. Inorder
to counteract this the usual anode or
Wehnelt cylinder C near the cathode is
enclosed by a metal cage M, which is
kept at the same potential as the anode.
A central aperture O allows the stream
to pass through towards the deflecting
plates D, D1 and the fluorescent screen,
whilst a side-aperture O1 is provided
for the H.T. lead to the inner cylinder.
—(International General Electric Co. Ine.)

Television on Long Waves
(Patent No. 403395.)

The object of the invention is to
radiate television signals on a wave
length of the otder of 1,000 metres in
such a way as not to interfere with the

reception of existing  broadcast
programmes. Instead of wusing a
cartier wave and side-bands, the

elementary picture signals, having a
frequency of the order of 300,000
cycles a second, are fed directly to the
transmitting aerial. Changes of light
intensity which correspond to an
increasing illumination are arranged to
produce impulses of opposite phase to
those which represent a diminishing
light-intensity. Since in 2 normal
picture it can be anticipated that there
will be as many of the one as of the
other, the resulting radiation is built
up half of positive and half of negative
waves.

An ordinary witeless set will not be
affected by such radiation. The effect
of one received impulse is nullified by
the next received impulse, since there
is no time for the signals to build
up. A special circuit can, however,
be designed to receive television signals
sent in this way.

The picture to be televised is first
transformed optically into a mosaic of
small elements, each of which is of
uniform brightness over its own area.
For this purpose the light is passed
through a grating P, Fig. 1, built up
from a series of thin flat glass plates
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cemented together. Owing to the
large number of internal reflections,
each plate produces a line image which
varies in intensity along the length of
the plate but is uniform in the direction
of the thickness.

The resulting image is next scanned
by an echelon E of refracting members,
each unit of which corresponds to
one scanning line. Owing to the
echelon, or stepped arrangement, each
emerging line of elementary picture
signals is projected to one side of the
preceding line, with the result that the
entire picture is now represented by
a single long line of varying light
values. To an image which has split
up in this way the inventor gives the
name “ Stixograph.”

-3

Details of the Stixograph principle upon which
the Scophony system is based.

The picture has, in effect, been
divided up into an elongated series of
elemental areas, each of uniform inten-
sity though the average light-value of
the whole is equal to that of the
original picture. This line-of-light is
next swept over an aperture in front
of a photo-cell by means of an oscilla-
ting mirror. The transparency of a
lens covering the cell aperture is such
that when the intensity of one elemen-
tary area of the picture differs from the
preceding one, the corresponding
photo-electric current always has the
same shape but varies in slope according
to whether the light is increasing or
diminishing in intensity.

The resulting cutrents are passed
through a transformer and appear as a

series of impulses of constant frequency .

but of different amplitudes according
to the light-value of each elementary
area. In addition they differ in phase
according to whether the light-value

is increasing or decreasing. 'This
current, when amplified and radiated,
is of the form shown in Fig. 2, which as
previously stated will not affect the
ordinary type of wireless receiving
circuit. Straight-line portions such as
that from 4 to B correspond to parts
of the picture having the same light-
value, e.g., portions which are
uniformly white or dark.

The signals are received on the
special type of * push-pull” circuit
shown in Fig. 3. The plate of the
valve A is connected to the filament of
the valve B, and vice versa. The plate
of valve A is connected to the grid of
valve C, whilst the plate of valve B is
connected to the filament of valve C
through a tapping on the H.T. battery.
Received positive signals are passed
by valve A to valve C, whilst negative
signals are similarly transferred to the
latter by valve B. ‘The result is that
both positive and negative cycles,
instead of cancelling out, are built up
in the output of valve C to reproduce
the original picture.—(G. W. Walton.)

Other Television Patents

(Patent No. 402397.)

Cathode-ray tube generating X-rays
which serve to reproduce a picture.
—(A. Kerr.)

(Patent No. 402418.)

Improvements in the composition
of fluorescent screen used in cathode-

ray television receivers.—(M. wvon
Ardenne.)

(Patent No. 402443.)
Wireless direction-finding system in
which bearings are indicated by tele-
vision signals.—(Marconi’s  Wireless
Telegraph Co. Ltd.; H. M. Dowsett,
L. E. Q. Walker and R. Cadzon.)

(Patent No. 402460.)

Cathode-ray tube with improved
electrode-arrangement.—(Electrical &
Musical Industries Lid., and J. D.
MeGee.)

(Patent No. 402418.)

Improvements relating to the fluores-
cent screen used in a cathode-ray tube.
—(M. von Ardenne.)

(Patent No. 402607.)

Improved scanning arrangements for
cathode-ray tubes.—(Marcon’s Wireless
Telegraph Co. Ltd.)

(Patent No. 402631.)

Method of scanning photographic
films for television projection.—
Fernseh Aktiengesellschaft.)
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(Patent No. 402636.)
Producing synchronizing oscillations

for television reception.—(Radio Akt.,
D. §. Loewe.)

(Patent No. 402636.)
Producing saw-toothed or “ tilting ”

oscillations, particularly for television
control.—(Radio Akt., D. S. Loewe.)

(Patent No. 403155.)
Construction of Kerr cells of the
intetleaved electrode type—(IW. W.
Jacomb and Baird Television Ltd.)

(Patent No. 403283.)
Saw-toothed synchronizing control
for cathode-ray receivers used in tele-
vision transmission or reception.—
(Marcons’s Wireless Telegraph Co. Litd.)

U.S.A. Short-wavc
Broadcasts

XTENSION and improvement
E of existing television facilities to

the point where images may be
received in any part of California was
demonstrated in a series of experiments
in Alameda on January sth and 6th,
when television images from the Don
Lee television station, W6XS, at Los
Angeles were shown to a number of
San Francisco Bay university professors
and radio authorities. Not only were
close-ups received, but outdoor scenes
and boxing bouts from Paramount
motion picture shorts and features were
shown and identified.

Commenting upon the reception,
Dr. Lester E. Reukema, professor of
electrical engineering at the University
of California, Berkeley, said, regarding a
close-up of a motion picture star:
“ One could readily see the movement
of her head, causing a slight waving of
the pendant ear-rings she wore, and
could see her lips move as she spoke.
Following this was a picture entitled
*Over the Jumps,” a water scene in
which the bodies of the swimmets
and their wake in the water could be
really seen, also at times the splash of
the bodies entering the water. Jn the
pictute ¢ Madison Square Garden,’ the
bodies of the bozets in trunks could be
clearly seen at times, also the footwork,
striking of blows, the boxing gloves,
dodging of blows, etc. Considering
the distance covered, approximately
350 miles air-line, I was surprised that
the fading was not more severe.”

The Don Lee stations, W6XS, 2,800
kilocycles (107 metres), and W6XAO,
44,500 kilocycles (6} metres), broadcast
full-length Paramount feature pictures..
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F a sufficiently high voltage be

applied to the simple resistance

condenser combination described
last month, a linear time base of suffi-
cient range is produced, but in the case
of battery operated apparatus this is
not always practicable or economical.

For H.T. voltages of z00-250 the
circuit will have to be modified to
produce a linear charging curve over
the full working range of condenser
voltage. This can only be accom-
plished by replacing the resistance with
a constant-current device which will
ensure that the charging cutrent flowing
into the condenser is independent of
the voltage dropped across the series
resistance. Accordingly a saturated
diode is connected in place of the
resistance, the circuit now being as
Fig. 1. In ordet to obtain the best
shape of saturation characteristic and
to allow of varying the impedance of
-the diode it is usual to fall back on the

DIODE
-
+

THYRATRON

it
— e
Fig. 1. The circuii- with a saturated diode in

DPlace of the resistance

“ bright-emitter ** tungsten filament, of
which the emission is definitely limited
and proportional to the filament tem-
perature.

An old “R” type valve with the
grid and anode joined will probably
be suitable for the purpose, but special
types of bright emitter have been
designed for the purpose with low
filament consumption, notably the
Ediswan CR2. The saturation charac-
teristic of this valve is given in the
curve of Fig. 2, and it will be seen that

) Pobloms 1~
¢ Cathodereny leleviston

III-PRODUCING THE

the current is substantially constant
over an anode voltage range of 50-200.
To avoid running on the bend of the
curve the circuit conditions must be
such that the condenser voltage at the
instant of discharge must not be less
than 7oo volts below the battery
voltage. This implies that the capacity
of the charging condenser must be
chosen with respect to the speed at
which the time base will operate.
With 3o-line scanning the CRz diode
works well with o.or mfd. for the
vertical time base and o.05 mfd. for the
hotizontal time base.

Referring again to Fig. 1 it will be
noted that the deflector plates are
connected to the anode of the gas-
discharge tube and to the slider of a
potentiometer connected across the
H.T. supply.

When the time base is operating thete
is inevitably a D.C. component of
the deflecting voltage which perman-

TELEYISION

By G. Parr

SCANNING

Closed-circuit
Plate Connection

The anode of the tube is, of course,
the point of reference of any potential
applied to the deflector plates, and it is
essential in most experimental work
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Fig. 2. Characteristic curve of the CR2

with a cathode-ray tube that the plates
be connected to closed circuits. An
open-circuited plate will acquire a
charge from stray electrons in the tube

ently biases one
of the deflector
plates. The spot

is thus forced off
the screen, and | J

can only be re- 2
stored to central-
ity by the applica-
tion of an equal
and opposite bias
to the other plate.
It will be seen
that a potentio-
meter serves to
provide this bias,
since when the
slider is at one
end, the deflector
plate is at anode

potential, and at

9
L 4
L
4
A

the other end it
is at the full H.T.
potential above
anode.

v Xy -
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which will result in deflecting the beam
to one side of the screen and rendering
it unmanageable.

The complete double time base
employing saturated diodes is shown
in Fig. 3, and as this forms the basis of
most low-voltage saw-tooth time bases
it is worth examining in detail.

The single time base of Fig. 1 is
duplicated to provide the horizontal
and vertical traverse of the beam, and
the time bases are further interlocked
by a resistance and condenser connected

A2

B2

PLATE
0

Fig. 4. Simple time base adapted for use with
mains valves.  The letters refer to the plates of the
oscillograph

between the anode of one mercury-
vapour relay and the grid of the other.
The horizontal time base thus receives
one impulse in 30(with 30-line scanning)
from the vertical one which serves to
keep the picture in frame. Without
this interconnection there is a tendency
for the picture to drift in either the
horizontal or vertical plane, since there
‘is no equivalent of the mechanical
intetlock found in the mirror-drum.

High-speed
Scanning

With higher speeds of scanning,
such as would be found in rz20-line
transmission, the diode time base has
a disadvantage.

It is well known that the emission
from a hot filament is not unvarying,
but is liable to slight instantaneous
fluctuations. These fluctuations be-
come appreciable when their time of
occurrence is compared with the speed
of charge of the condenser, and hence
with high scanning speeds there is an
increased difficulty in keeping the
picture stationary. For example with
a 120-line picture scanned 24 times per
second the vertical traverse occupies
1/2880second and a fluctuation in con-
denser charging speed of this order
will obviously throw the picture out.
This implies the abandoning of the

diode time base in favour of other types
such as the high-voltage resistance-
condenser combination, or special
oscillators.

Before leaving the constant-current
devices it is well to note that the diode
can be satisfactorily replaced by any
form of valve having constant current
characteristics such as the screen-grid
pentode, or H.F. pentode. For single
linear time bases for research work
such valves have the advantage that
they lend themselves to A.C. mains
operation, and a typical A.C. mains
single time base is shown in Fig. 4.
The impedance of the valve can be
controlled by grid bias or by variation
of the screen voltage, the latter being
pethaps the simpler. Note that the
charging condenser is connected in the
anode lead of the screen-grid and that
therefore the cathode of the mercury
vapour relay is “ live.”

This necessitates the use of a separate
bias battery for the grid of the dis-
charge tube unless elaborate means are
used to provide the bias from the
H.T. supply wunit. Separate L.T.
supplies for the heaters of the discharge
tube and the valve are required in order
to avoid the possibility of direct
interference.

The effect of vapour pressure varia-
tions in the mercury-vapour relay will
inevitably affect the operation of any

Fig. 5. Time base employing hard valves used by

the Cossor Co.

time base in which it is employed, and
for this reason it is desirable to allow
time for the tube to warm up before
final adjustments are made to the
circuit. If the time base is used in very
cold atmospheric conditions this time
relay may prove annoying and the tube
may require wrapping in some heat
insulating material to improve starting.
This fault is unfortunately inherent in
gas-filled relay tubes and it is with the
object of overcoming it that the Cossor
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Company have produced a modified
form of saw-tooth time base employing
hard valves throughout. This circuit
which is patented, is shown in outline
in Fig. 5. The condenser is charged
through the pentode valve as in the
circuit of Fig. 4, but across it is con-
nected a triode, the grid of which is
connected to the anode of a second
pentode across the H.T. supply. The
anode of the triode V is connected to
the grid of the second pentode through
a condenser and leak.

o

Fig. 6.
veloped by _Appleton, Watson-Watt and Herd,
using a vaive oscillator

 Ticking-grid” time-base circuit, de-

Operation

The operation of the circuit is as
follows : The grid of the triode V
is normally biased beyond the cut-off
point -by the voltage drop in the anode
resistance of the second pentode V,.
As the condenser charges, the voltage
across the valve V increases until the
anode current commences to flow.

Immediately a pulse of voltage is
applied to the gridp of the valve V, by
way of the condenser coupling. This
reduces the anode current of this valve
which in turn decreases the bias applied
to the grid V. The anode current of
this valve is, therefore, increased and
the action goes on until the condenser
is discharged and the voltage falls
below the point at which anode current
in V starts to flow.

A variable resistance in the anode
circuit of the valve V controls the rate
at which the condenser discharges,
while a similar resistance in V, deter-
mines the amplitude of voltage change
and hence the swing of the beam on
the screen.

The advantage of this circuit is its
stability (since hard valves only are
employed and the increased frequency
range obtained for research work).
The limit of speed of a gas-filled relay
is determined by the time taken for the

(Continued on pageli21)
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The 30-line Transmissions

The Double-Image Polariscope ::

THE 30-LINE TRANSMISSIONS.

S1R,

We take the opportunity of con-
gratulating you on the make up and
information in the first issue of TELE-
vision by Bernard Jones Publications
ILtd. We think that the striking cover
is well in keeping with the subject.

We believe that both low and
high-definition broadcasts are neces-
sary for some time and a strong case
should be made out for the retention
of a low number of scanning lines
broadcast for longer daily periods and
at mote convenient times. Many
people who have “looked-in” do
want a longet period than the present
short half hour.

We are sure that the large number
of new adherents of television, during
even the last two months, who are
successfully receiving the present
broadcast programmes will serve to
dispel the recent pessimistic press
suggestion of “ phantom audiences.”
No charge of “expensive apparatus ”
can be made as reliable equipment at
low prices can be obtained.

THE MeRvYN Sounp & Vision Co.

Lxp. (London, W.C.).

* * *
HIGH OR LOW DEFINITION ?

SIR,

Referring to the letter of Mr. O. S.
Puckle, published in the February issue
of TerLeEvision, I would like to make 2
few remarks.

I agree with Mr. Puckle that a
picture of the 30 or even Go-line
standard, will not give the 7dea/ picture
for home entertainment, and we have
to make every effort to obtain a much
better picture. I also agree that per-
haps a picture approaching the present-
day home cinema picture will be good
enough for the above-mentioned pur-
pose. But I do not agree with his
assumption that for this picture, a
picture, size 8 in. by 8 in, will be
sufficient. As we all know, a good
home cinema picture is somewhere
about 3 ft. wide. If we assume a

are published on this page.

22 High or Low Definition ?

Patents and Criticisms

picture 8 in. by 8 in., we are limiting
the number of observers to a small
circle of three or four persons. One
can expetrience in a cinema theatre
that the best viewing distance for a
picture is where the ratio between the
width of the picture and the distance is
somewhere between 1 : 3 and 1 : 5.
Mr. Puckle can make this experiment
himself very easily, by taking a suitable
picture and observing what is the best
viewing distance for the picture as a
whole. With a picture 8 in. wide, the
viewing distance by this ratio would be
about 24 in., and assuming that two
persons are sitting close to each other
the distance between the eyes is some-
where about 14 in. Under these
circumstances, the outside observer has
an angular view of the screen some-
where about 30 degrees, which is equal
to the worst side seats in a cinema
theatre. Even on a cathode-ray tube
we could not tolerate a bigger angle
without considerable distortion of the
picture

From this we can see that to obtain
an ideal picture for more than three or
four observers, the size of the picture
ought to be enlarged. Sutrely this is
not an easy matter with cathode-ray
tubes.

We, who are engaged in television
research work, know that compromises
are necessary. Such a compromise can
either be made in the size of the picture
obtained, or in the number of picture
elements. Furthermore, Mr. Puckle
mentions that to avoid the flicker on
the receiving screen, 25 cycles per
second are necessary (he means, obvious-
ly, 25 pictures per second) or even a
higher picture frequency. We know
the necessity of avoiding the flicker,
but T do not think that the method
suggested by Mr. Puckle using a higher
number of pictures per second, is very
desirable, and the only solution. We
know that in the cinema, 24 pictures are
normally projected, and not one
cinema engineer would think of trying
to avoid flicker by means of projecting
an increased number of pictures per
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second, which, apart from being costly,
is unnecessary. In non-technical lan-
guage, the utilised frequency band
width in television may be compared
with the length of film material in the
cinema technique. A wider frequency
band would increase the difficulties both
at the transmitter and at the receiver.
Surely, I would have thought, cathode-
ray tubes permit of more refined methods
for the purpose of avoiding undesirable
flicker.

In the ultimate, the buying public
will determine which type of picture
is best; in the absence of anything
better than a 3o-line picture to-day, the
public can only express an opinion on
the merits of 3o-line sets.

However, I am glad that Mr. Puckle
agrees with Mr. Sagall’s views that the
30-line transmissions should be dropped
as soon as the broadeast transmission of
high-definition pictures commences, but
not before, and not as long as bigh-definition
pictures are in an experimental stage.

Mt. Puckle says he spent four entire
days at the Berlin Radio Exhibition in
August, 1933. I myself was not able
to spend more than one-and-a-half days
at the Exhibition, because of my
engagements in connection with urgent
work in the Scophony laboratory on
high-definition pictures, but even in
this much shorter time, I noticed
several features at this Exhibition
which must have escaped his notice.
He says that good synchronisation was
not demonstrated at the Exhibition. I
did not see a picture obtained either by
mechanical scanners, or by cathode-ray
tubes, which went out of synchronism.
Most of these receivers worked without
a great deal of interruption from 10
a.m—7 p.m. every day during the
show. As far as public demonstrations
go in this country, the demonstrated
30-line television pictures with cathode-
ray tubes needed readjustment of the
synchronisation every few minutes.

Mt. Puckle further says that Mr.
Sagall’s statement ““is definitely mis-
leading,” in that the go-line mirrot-
screw receiver had better definition than
the cathode-ray tube. Mr. Puckle says
that on the mirror-screw receivers, only
head and shoulders of a person were
shown. Appatently, in the four days
he was at the Exhibition, he did not
notice the TeKaDe stand, where com-
plete news films were shown. These
were at times exactly the same as were
shown on the cathode-ray receivers; for
instance, Hitler delivering a speech to
a large crowd, a car racing on the Avus
racing track, an aeroplane landing,
dancing girls on a stage, etc. This
point is also stated in the report on the
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Berlin Radio Show by Georg Kette in
““ Fernsehen & ‘Ton Film,” No. s,
1933, where he mentions that TeKaDe
were showing unabbreviated news
films. 1In these films, the small printed
titles, which were difficult to r@ad on
the cathode-ray receivers, working on
180 lines, wete quite clear on the mirror
screw, using only 9o /Jines. But even
Mr. Puckle himself agrees with Mr.
Sagall, that the definition on the
mechanical scanner was better, and when
one considers that the frequency band
width required for go lines was roughly
one-quarter of that used by the cathode-
ray tube receiver, it is difficult to
understand why Mr. Puckle favours the
cathode-ray tube.

Furthermore, Mr. Puckle mentions
that the mirror screw “ had the advan-
tage of a spurious three-dimensional
effect, due to the fact that the image was
seen directly in a mirror ”; I do not
understand how a mirror could produce
from a film transmitter, where the
picture is obviously two-dimensional,
a three-dimensional effect. Mzr. Puckle
refers, perhaps, to the different planes'of
sharp definition in the vertical and
hotizontal directions, which is a
peculiarity of the mirror screw; but
this peculiarity does not improve the
definition and does not produce a
three-dimensional effect. On the con-
trary it slightly deteriorates the
definition.

From the aforesaid in my opinion it
is the statements of Mr. Puckle which
are wisleading.

Dipl.-Ing. G. WIKKENHAUSER.
(Scophony Laboratories, London, W.)

* * *

THE DOUBLE-IMAGE POLARI-
SCOPE.
S1R,

In a letter to TELEvIsiON of last
month, Mt. E. L. Gardiner gives the
impression that I was the inventor of
the double-image polariscope which I
have developed in connection with
television. & While thanking Mr.
Gardiner for his remarks, I feel that I
should point out that before I experi-
mented with the double-image polari-
scope in connection with television,
the idea of using both the extraordinary
ray as well as the ordinary ray in light
modulators had already occurred to
others. I therefore would like to give
the names of two investigators, whose
researches are definitely before my
time,

In the first case Kerr, who discovered
the effect which bears his name, actually

employed the double:image polariscope
as far back as 1888. I append a rough
sketch of his device (Fig. 1). It will
be seen in the sketch that a rhomb of
calcite is used to give lateral separation
to the two beams. This parallel dis-
placement of the beams was, according
to Kerr, no less than 14 millimetres so
that we may conclude that he had very
large rhombs indeed. A half-wave
plate was introduced in the polariscope
so that the parallel disposed analyser,
also in the form of a large calcite thomb
served to bring the two beams together
again.

‘71 _E#:fgﬁ
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Fig. 1. Kerr's double-image polariscope.
| =
Fig. 2. Wilson's double-beam modulator.

This device will be recognised as
identical with the form I am at present
employing in my work. In my case
the Karolus multiplate cell is substituted
for Kerr’s half-wave plate.

We now come to a more recent
suggestion for harnessing both beams.
It is due to Mr. J. C. Wilson, who,
incidentally, has just writtena group of
interesting articles for this publication.
Mr. Wilson has kindly given me pet-
miission to reproduce his drawings in
the Patent Specification 31879-30.

In Fig. 2, Mr. Wilson’s device for
double-beam modulation is self-explana-
tory. Light, after being collimated by
the negative lens, enters the calcite
polarising rhomb, with the result that
lateral displacement of the two beams
take place. After they have passed
through the Kerr cell, the two beams
are separately analysed by the Nicols.
The beams are then recombined to
form the image of the light spot on the
screen with the aid of two split lenses.

I have been unable to find further
documentary evidence with regard to
the employment of the double-image
polariscope in this connection, and have
rejected any nebulous claim to the use
of the two rays without such evidence
to show how they are used. I refer,
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of course, to such evidence appearing
before my first public demonstration at
University College in October, 1932,
M. Wilson concurs with me in the
belief that this device in itself is not
patentable as it is so well known to
sclence. : '
Kerr’s device is described in Phil.
Mag., October, 1888.
L. M. Myers (Hampstead).

* * *

THE 30-LINE TRANSMISSIONS.
S1R,

I have been amazed to note the
apparent indifference with which tele-
vision experimenters in this country
are receiving the B.B.C’s announce-
ment of the curtailment of the 3o-line
transmissions which  TELEVISION
worked so hard to obtain for us.

Undoubtedly the 120-line transmis-
sions are a big step forward, but I am
safe in saying that these will be quite
useless for nine out of every ten
experimenters, since the range of the
ultra short-wave transmitter is neces-
sarily exceedingly small. A glance
through back numbers of TeLEVISION
will show that experimenters in the
North, Midlands, and South (judging
by their keenness in describing their
results, at any rate) greatly out-number
their more favoured brethren in London
yet they are to be allowed only a single
hour per week.

The B.B.C. has shown the world
that 3o-line pictures are capable of
giving definite entertainment ; are they
going to nullify all their good work just
when a market has been created, and
public interest thoroughly aroused ?
Speaking personally, I was just on the
point of building a mirror-drum and
Kerr-cell receiver to replace my present
disc instrument, when the original
statement by the B.B.C. in September
made me realise that in March I should
possibly be landed with expensive
apparatus that was absolutely useless
down here. There must have been
many more who held off for the same
teason.

May I utrge all experimenters to
write personally at once to the B.B.C.
asking for the continuance of the
present transmissions at least, although
the times are not by any means ideal.

May I take this opportunity of
congratulating you upon TELEVISION.
You have effected a very great improve-
ment indeed, and if you are able to
maintain this standard its sales should
soon be rivalling those of your two
other excellent journals.

E. H. WARE (Exeter).
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RECEPTION IN SPAIN.
S1R,

I read in last month’s TELEVISION a
report about a 30c-miles away television
reception. I have the impression the
writer was surprised to obtain well-
detailed images—marred, of course,
from time to time by fading at such a
long distance.

For one year and a half I have been
carrying out here in Spain, television
reception experiments from London
National station with remarkably good
results latterly. A great part of this
time was spent in trying to reduce the
harmful fadings effect, common enemy
of us far-distanced lookers.

I am working now with a standard
all-wave 12-valve superhet for vision
attached to a Baird flat plate neon lamp
televisor.

Several methods of A.V.C. were
tried to regulate the strength of signal,
including Westector circuits. I found
that usual R.F. grid biasing A.V.C.
systems give perfectly regular volume
on sound reception but they spoil the
signal carrier in television on deep
faded periods, resulting in ghost
images. All A.V.C. which vary the
biasing on R.F. grids, of which the
screen and plate voltages remain
unvaried are subject to a slight rectify-
ing action resulting in characteristic
distortion of the picture.

I think I have arranged an efficient
device to avoid this and keep the A.V.C.
action effectively. This consists of
feeding two power detector valves and
the first R.F. super-control valve
through only one plate resistance, so
that the first R.F. stage will become
more sensitive when the detector
current decreases.

Javier Zasarza (Jaca, Spain).

PATENTS AND CRITICISM.

SIR,

It has been pointed out to me that
certain of the remarks contained in
the third paragraph of my letter
published last month might be taken as
meaning other than that which I
intended at the time, and I would like
to take this opportunity of correcting
any false impression. It was not, of
course, my intention to suggest that 1
have knowledge of unpublished Patent
Applications, except in those cases in
which the inventor himself has given
this to me. Nor was it my intention
to  belittle or criticise any particular
pdtent or inventor, but rather to assist
any workers in the field under dis-
cussion from possible waste of time in
going over ground which might have

been covered already by other workers.

Might I also take this opportunity of
adding my views to the low versus
high-definition television transmission
controversy ? 1 have probably seen
more television demonstrations than
most, in various countries, and have
been struck by two facts. One of
these is that the demonstrations employ-
ing the greatest number of scanning
lines are not mnecessarily the most
satisfying or convincing to the eye;
and the second, that very few workers
seem as yet able to get the very best
possible even out of systems employing
comparatively few lines. I regard
a low-definition transmission as abso-
lutely essential for the next few years,
partly because no other method of
covering large areas of country with an
adequate service has been put forward
as practicble and also because I belicve
that we have not yet got anything like
the best results possible out of low-
definition television systems ; this line

TELEYISION

of work is as important as the develop._
ment of high-definition systems.

It is much too eatly in the history
of television to state that systems which
will reduce the frequency band required
for transmission of adequate detail
arc impossible, and I know of work in
progress at present which might lead
to the transmission in a band of about
ten kilocycles of a degree of detail now
generally regarded as within the * high-
definition ”” class, but, of course, by
unorthodox systems. There is too
much tendency to-day to regard tele-
vision as a fully understood art in
which unexpected or unorthodox im-
provements are already ruled out. The
entire discontinuation of transmissions
on a limited frequency band, as I
prefer to describe “ low-definition ”
transmissions, would discourage such
research, as well as constituting a
serious setback to a fast developing new
British industry.

E. GARDINER, B.Sc. (London, W.1.)

‘ Probl ms of Cathode-ray Television ”
(Continned from page 118.)

tube to de-ionise, and rapid as this is,
circuits employing it are seldom satis-
factory at speeds exceeding 8,000
cycles per sccond. With the valve
time base just described the speed of
traverse can be made considerably
greater than this value, the charging
capacity being that of the residual
capacities in the circuit.

The disadvantages would appear to
be the somewhat claborate circuit
arrangements, particularly when syn-
chronising controls are added, and the
cost of the valves required. The
current consumption of the various

Have you trled making your own radlo com-
ponents? See March 3 and 10 Issues of
AMATEUR WIRELESS
There are full details of an efficient radlo recelver,
the Lucerne S.G. Three. Complete instructions
are given for making your own coils, transformers
and H.F. chokes. Try it yourself—the results
will surprise you.

AMATEUR WIRELESS
On Sale Everywhere. Price 3d.

potentiometers and valves is also
appreciable, but if the circuit is operated
from A.C. mains this will not be of
great impottance. _
Another ingenious circuit based on a
different principle is that developed by
Appleton, Watson-Watt, and Herd
(British Patent 235254). This is shown
diagrammatically in Fig. 6 and makes
use of the alteration of potential in an
oscillating valve circuit.  The oscillator
consists of two coils tuned to approxi-
mately one megacycle/sec. A con-
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denser and resistance (which is prefer-
ably a diode or other constant-current
device) are inserted in the grid circuit
of the valve. If, while the -circuit
is oscillating, the value of the resistance
is made sufficiently high to partially
insulate the grid, the condenser accu-
mulates a charge which makes the grid
negative and shuts down the oscilla-
tions. The condenser then discharges
through the diode resistance, the grid
potential and the anode current rise and
the circuit again oscillates, to repeat
the cycle. The deflection of the
beam thus takes place while the con-
denser is charging, but this is rapid in
action and corresponds to the “fly-
back ” of the simple discharge-tube
circuit. The true traverse of the beam
is due to the slow discharge of the
condenser and this rate is controlled
by the constants of the condenser
diode circuit.

A detailed description of the circuit
will be found in the Proceedings of
the Royal Society, 1926—111-16;5.

Messrs. F. G. Heayberd & Co., who
are well known as manufacturers of
mains radio equipment are now special-
ising in television components in
addition. A recent catalogue gives
details of an amplifier, synchronising

-equipment and a cathode-ray exciter

unit. Copies of the catalogue will be
sent free on request upon mention of
TeLEvisioN. The address is 10, Fins-
bury St., London, E.C.2.
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This photograph shows the only part of the set
which requires modification.  The arrows indicate
additional components.

HE Standard Television Receiver
T described last month was a simple

three-stage affair consisting of a
single high-frequency stage followed by
a double-diode triode, resistance coup-
led to the modulating stage consisting
of two Mazda AC:2Pens in parallel.
Using this simple arrangement on a
good outside aerial it is possible to fill
up -the output stage from the London
National programme. This gives
about 33 watts output and is sufficient
to modulate the Kerr cell of the mirror-
drum apparatus.

With the limited amount af amplifi-
cation provided by a set with a single
high-frequency stage and no reaction,
however, a fairly high aerial input is
required to give the required modula-
tion output. This is all the more
necessary on the “ Standard ” receiver
because of the voltage lost in the double
band-pass system of tuning that is
employed.

For this reason those readers who
are situated a considerable distance
from the National transmitter may be
disappointed with their picture recep-
tion, owing to the fact that they have
not sufficient aerial input to load the
output stage. This would result in
poor picture definition and insufficient
synchronisation. To combat this
difficulty, T am showing this month a
slight modification of the original
receiver employing an extra high-
frequency stage.

By means of an extra high-frequency
stage sufficient high-frequency ampli-
fication is obtained to enable even
distant listeners to receive well-defined
pictures on their mirror-drum apparatus
when used in conjunction with the
“ Standard ” receiver.

A glance at the circuit diagram will
show that very few modifications have
been introduced and except for the
cost of the extra valves the additional
expenditure is ne<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>