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k4 IN INTRODUCTION
I

[TV came into being by 27 vates. That was the majorty
in the House of Commons on March 4,1954, when the
Television Bill-subsequently the Television Act—was
passed. The Act empowered the Independent Tele-
vision Authority, now the Independent Broadcasting
Authonty “to provide television services additional
to those of the BBC and of high quality.”

In 1955, the first issue of TV Iimes promised: “So far
television in this country has been a monopoly
restricted by limited finance and often, or so it seemed,
restricted by a lofty attitude towards the viewers by
those in control. That situation has now undergone a
great and dramatic change. Viewers will no longer
have to accept what has been deemed best for them.
The new Independent Television programme plan—
ners aim at giving viewers what viewers want...

How well the planners achieved their aim was
reflected in the audience figures. A year before [TV
began-it was introduced by Leslie Mitchell at 715pm
on September 22, 1955-there were little more than
3.2 million licence holders; five years later, when all
the major ITV stations had opened the number was
9.2 million, and most peop.e watched ITV.

For a ime it was fashionable for public figures and
leader writers to deride ITV for its popular pro-
grammes. “No one likes [TV — except the viewers,’
became an aphorism in te_evision. But viewers did
prefer ITV and 1t continues to be Bntain's favournte
television service.

As charged by the original Television Act, ITV pro-







vides “information, education and entertainment”
On average, an [TV company transmits 100 hours of
television a week. Of this, scme 35 per cent is news,
current affairs, documentaries, arts, religion and
education; 24 per cent is drama; 10 per cent films;
12 per cent entertainment and music; 11 per cent
sport, and eight per cent children’s programmes.

This book recalls in pictures and words some of the
highlights of the first 21 years of Britain's favourite
channel. Not just information and education but the
entertainment, too; not just the great and award-
winning programmes but also fun shows. All have
been part of the [TV story over the past 21 years.

21 Years of [TV 1955-1976 8
The Arts 230
‘The World of Pop 238
Schools 246
Adult Education 248
Religion 777%777 250
News R 254
Documentaries B 258
Spor _ e
TheDetectives B 274
The Comedians R 282
Children - S 2w
Puppets 2
HollywoodonTV 302
Commereias
The Regions 7 | _ . _C;gO
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1955

ITV opened on September 22, after four years of
argument. During this time, its advocates had
decried BBC programmes as cosy and low budget,
while its opponents had pointed to the American
system and wamed that commercial television
would bring a lowering of standards in Britain.

But the Television Act of 1954 had set up the Inde-
pendent Television Authority under Sir Kenneth-
now Lord-Clark, Chairman of the Arts Council
And the ITA had devised a regional structure for
[TV,and appointed programme companies.

Sir Winston Churchill, who had backed the altema-
tive service, had handed over the Premiership to
Sir Anthony Eden by the time it started, while
Clement Attlee was about to be succeeded as
Labour leader by Hugh Gaitskell.

ITV's impact was immediate. The public were
fascinated by its newscasters, cash quiz shows,
American programmes, and commercials.

But ITV was available only in the London area,
and by the end of the year reached a mere
12.5 per cent of the homes in the country.

ITV was officially
opened at 715pm on
September 22, when

a dinner to mark the
occasion was trans-
mitted from the
Guildhall, London.
Speeches to welcome
the new service were
made by Sir Kenneth
Clark; the Lord Mayor,

Sir Seymour Howard; |

and the Postmaster
General, Dr. Charles
Hill, later Chairman
successively of the
ITA and BBC.







1955

The Scarlet Pimpernel
was among [TV's

early programmes to
prove popular.

Marius Goring starred
as Baroness Orczy's
swashbuckling hero.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

ITV launched big-
name varety inits

first week, with

Sunday Night at the
London Palladium. The
show was compered
by Tommy Trinder,
starred Gracie Fields,
and featured The
Tiller Girls. (ATV)
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The Adventures

of Robin Hood, with
Richard Greene

in the title role,

was to become

one of television's
most successful
film senes. (ATV)

The first commercial
was transmitted at

812 on opening night
when an urgent

voice proclaimed: 'It's
tingling fresh, it's
freshasice...it's Gibbs
SR toothpaste.”

Former bandleader
Jack Jackson
introduced Variety,
a programme for
opening night which
presented “some

of the stars who

will be featured
regularlyonITV.."
Among them were
Reg Dixon and Harry
Secombe. (ATV)
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Boris Karloff played
Col. March

of Scotland Yard

in a crime sernes
about the Yard's
“Department of Queer
Complaints”. (ATV)

Chris Chataway (24),
the record-breaking
athlete, read [TN's
first news at 10pm

on September 22. He
was the newscaster
for thelr main
programmes. (ITN)
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Margaret Leighton,
Sir John Gielgud and
Dame Edith Evans
appeared in a scene
from The Importance
of Being Earnest,

one of three excerpts
from playsonITV's
gala inaugural night.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)
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Godfrey Winn invited
viewersto write to
him about their
domestic problems;
these were scripted
and presented with
his solutions

in As Others See Us.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

Fanny's Kitchen was
the title of [TV's

first cookery series.
Although it was
presented by Fanny
Cradock-assisted
in later series

by husband Johnny -
she was introduced
as Phyllis Cradock.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)
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Michaela and Armand
Denis were the

stars of ITV's first
wildlife series,

which they filmed

in Africa. (ATV)

A

Double Your Money,
Hughie Creen's
cash quiz, was to
become one of

the most popular
programmes on [TV,
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

Michael Miles
Introduced his first
Take Your Pick

quiz show-complete
with “yes-no”
interlude-onITV's
second night.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)
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Mick and Montmorency
starred in a series of
15-minute comedy
programmes; behind

the pseudonyms

were Charlie Drake
and Jack Edwardes.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

Actor-turned-producer

Douglas Fairbanks

introduced the firstin

his series of ITV

dramas, Douglas

Fairbanks Presents.

(Associated-

Rediffusion)
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[TV introduced Free
Speech, political
cross-talk between Sir
Robert (now Lord)
Boothby, W.]. Brown,
Michael Foot and
A.].P. Taylor. The new
programme was
similar to the BBC's In
the News, in which the
four appeared. This had
been dropped when
the main political
parties attempted to
substitute orthodox
representatives.
Boxing promoter Jack
Solomons infroduced
action from big fights
in Jack Solomons’
Scrapbook.

[TV's first daily serial
was Sixpenny Corner,
al5-minute drama
shown weekday
mornings. It starred
Patricia Dainton and
Howard Pays as
garage owners.
Popular American
programmes on [TV
Included the crime
series Dragnet, the
comedy I Love Lucy,
and the Westermns
Gun Law and
Hopalong Cassidy.
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[TV spread to the Midlands and North, and by the
end of the year was in more than a quarter of the
homes in the country. Its programmes topped the
ratings, but advertisers were still wary of spending
£1,000 a minute on the new medium while 1ts cover-
age was still somewhat limited.

Understandably, many [TV programmes were dedi-
cated to mass entertainment; only 19 per cent of the
output was classed by the ITA as “serious”.

ATV took the initiative in obtaining permission from
the Postmaster General to show religious pro-
grammes between 6 and 730 on Sunday evenings,
when television had been shut down 1n order not
to deter churchgoing. The first programme was
About Religion, a senes of interviews.

The Postmaster General also revoked the notorious
Fourteen Day Rule, which had barred TV from dis-
cussing controversial subjects due for Parliamentary
debate during the following fortnight.

Nasser seized the Suez Canal and Prime Minister
Eden ordered an invasion of Egypt Russia sent
tanks to Hungary to crush demands for democracy.

Boyd QC,ITV’s first
courtroom drama
series, was created
byJack Roffey
andillustrated many
facets of mals
justice. It was so
accurate that
Michael Denison, who
playedthe “silk”,
received invitations
toaddress Law
Society dinners...
(Associated-
Rediffusion)
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Among the many quiz
shows of the period,
The 64,000 Question
was denived from an
Amerncanseries. The
British show featured
Jerry Desmonde as
quizmaster and
ex-Det Supt Robert
Fabian was “custodian
ofthe questions” (ATV)

The Adventures of Sir
Lancelot concerned
the legendary knights
of King Arthur's

round table. William
Russell played the
romantic hero. (ATV)
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BrianIngliswasa
frequent presenter
of What the Papers
Say, TV's weekly
survey of how Fleet
Streethas treated
the news. (Granada)

McDonald Hobley
introduced Yakity-Yak,
apanel game that
would attractlittle
support from the
Women's Lib group.
[twas subtitled

“the dizzy show”and
encouraged the

six girl panellists to

agive silly answers

to the questions. (ATV)
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The Count of Monte
Cristo, a series based
on the Dumas story,
starred George Dolenz
as the Count. (ATV)

Plays of this period
were usually adapted
from stage successes,
as there wasno corps
of established play-
wrights. The Qutsider,
first of the Armchair
Theatre productions,
was adapted from the
1923 Dorothy Brandon
drama about medical
ethics, and starred
Adrienne Com and
David Kossoff. (ABC)

22
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Ludovic Kennedy's
long association

with [TV began when
he was invited to
replace Chris
Chataway as one

of ITN'sregular
newscasters. (ITN)

After his spectacular
success on BBC Radio,
comic Tony Hancock
transferred his

talents to television.
The Tony Hancock
Show was the first of
many series he made
for ITV. (Associated-
Rediffusion)
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Sport was still
comparatively sparse
on television,
butinJack Solomons’
Scrapbook, the

fight promoter showed
film of famous

bouts. In 1956 -the
year when Rocky
Marclanoretired as un-
defeated World Heavy-
weilght Champion—
Solomonsrecalled
Marciano's defeat of
Archie Moore the
previousyear. (ATV)

The Goons brought
anew and anarchic
humour to radio; with
Son of Fred, Spike
Milligan and Peter
Sellers made an early
attempttodothe
same on television.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)
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Catherine Boyle
appearedin a panel
game, I've Got a
Secret! Here she was
Inaugurating a
studio switchboard
withacallto

Ben Lyon, Chairman
of the programme.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

Robert Shaw played a
swashbuckling, ex-
pirate captainin The
Buccaneers, and

was hailed as"one of
the most exciting
romantic discoveries
of the year’ (ATV)
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Stealing scenes from
Arthur Askeyisnt
easy, but Sabrina did
soin Before Your
Very Eyes; her vital
statistics caused
nationwide comment.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

Domestic comedies
featuring real-life
husband and wife
teams were popular
on'TV at this time.
Among them was My
Husband and],
starmng Evelyn Laye
and Frank Lawton.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)
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In The Arthur Haynes
Show, written by
Johnny Speight, the
comedian appeared
regularly asa tramp
who discomfited
authonty. (ATV)




The future star of
Crossroads
ntroduced her own
series, Tea With
Noele Gordon,in
which she talked to
guests aboutlife

in the theatre,

The Guild of
Television Producers
and Directors voted
ITN newscaster Chris
Chataway the TV
Personality of the year.
This Week began,
packing as many as
sIx contrasting items
mto 30 minutes.
Hughie Greenintro-
duced Opportunity
Knocks! which had
been aradio favourte
for many years.
Among the new shows
from America were
The Errol Flynn
Theatre, and Highway
Patrol, starring
Broderick Crawford.
This series gaverise
to the catchphrase
“Ten-four, Crawford's
acknowledgement of
radio messages.
Comedy stars with
their own series
included Alfred
Marks, Joan and Leslie’
Randall, Dora Bryan,
rubber-faced Libby
Morris, and Bernard
Braden and Barbara
Kelly. My Wildest
Dream featured
Marks, David Nixon,
Tommy Trinder and
Terry-Thomas.
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In the year Harold Macmillanreplaced Anthony Eden  §
as Premier—and went on to launch the era of “You've
never had it so good”’-the finances of [TV began to
improve. AsITV spreadinto central Scotland, thereve-
nue of the pioneer companies increased, though their |
losses were tototal £11 million in the first 18 months.
Although determined never to lose contact with the
mass audience, [TV became the first channel to
screen programmes for schools. It also introduced
outside broadcasts of Sunday moming church ser-
vices, beginning with a Battle of Britain drumhead
service from RAF, Biggin Hill.

The “toddlers’ truce’-a shutdown of both ITV and BBC
Television between 6 pm and 7 pm so mothers could
put small children to bed-came to an end.

And on Saturday nights, television continued until mid-
night. The extra hour was used to show a feature film.
A combined TV and radio licence went up by £1 to £4.

Emergency-Ward 10, a
twice-weekly serial
about hospital life,
began a successful
10-year run, and won

aproductionaward ¥

from the Guild of
Television Producers
and Directors. (ATV)
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Cooper-Life With
Tommy, introduced the
comic conjurer in

his own series. It was
the beginning of an
association with ITV
that has continued.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)




The interview which
Robin Day conducted
with President Nasser

in Cairo was one of
the most significant
to date. It took
place soon after the
Suez crisis, while
Britain was still
technically at war
with Egypt. Day was
Guild of Television
Producers and Direc-
tors' TV Personality
of the Year. ITN)

Making his debutin
Murder Bag, Det.
Insp. Tom Lockhart,
played by Raymond
Francis, wentonto
appear in No Hiding
Place.Inthe 10-year
period, herose

to the rank of Chief
Superintendent.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)
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Lunch Box, a music
show with Noele
Gordon as hostess,
introduced inthe
Midlands at the end
of 1956, achieved
recognition when it
was shown on

the network. (ATV)
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The first quiz show
with anoughts and
crossesformulawas §8 - - : I : ks
Criss Cross Quiz, | \ Fi s "‘
introduced by Jeremy Y N - -

Hawk. (Granada)
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Actor John Slater
introduced one of the
first advertising
magazines, Slater’s
Bazaar, in which
commercials were
interwoven with light
entertainment. (ATV)

Mark Saber was one of
the first British
seriestobe sold to
America. It starred
Donald Cray as a one-
armed detective. (ATV)
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To celebrate a visit

to Paris by the
Queen, London and the
French capital were
linked by Telerama.
Showbusiness stars
were introduced
by Leslie Mitchell
inLondon and
Art Buchwald in Paris.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)
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Eighty schools viewed
Looking and Seeing,
the first programme
for schools. The
new service resulted
from the initiative
of Paul Adonan, the
Managing Director of
Associated-
Rediffusion.
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Theatre techniques,
with close-ups of
actorsin the studio,
were usedinthe
production of Shadow
Squad, a series
starring Rex Garner
as a Flying Squad
officer turned
private crimebuster.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

Former Goons Peter
Sellers and Michael
Bentine joined
forces for the zany
comedy series,

Yes, It'sthe Cathode-
Ray Tube Show.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)
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Jim’s Inn, the most
popular advertising
magazine, featured

Jimmy Hanley as the
landlord of a village
pub. These magazines
were to be banned by

Parliament in 1963.

(Associated-
Rediffusion)

Another quiz show of
the year was

Bury Your Hatchet,

in which couples

with a grudge against
each other competed
for money prizes. The
hosts were Bob
Monkhouse and Denis
Goodwin. (ATV)

36

The Army Game was
destined to become
one of ITV’s biggest
situation comedy
successes. William
Hartnell played

the CSM. (Granada)



Sir Ivone Kirkpatrick,
former Permanent
Under Secretary of
State atthe Foreign
Office, succeeded

Sir Kenneth Clark as
Chairman of the ITA.
For the first time, the
Queen made her
traditional Christmas
Day broadcaston
television.

John Grierson,
acknowledged father
of the documentary
film, wrote and intro-
duced This Wonderful
World, which
examined documen-
tary films from all

over the world. The
series-it continued
until 1966-was the
new Scottish
Television's first
regular contribution to
the network.

Huw Thomas, who had
joined ITN's news-
casting team at the
end of 1956,
established himself
asapopular ITV
personality.

The first successful
videotape recorders
were imported from
America. Television,
until now live or on
film, would soon be
able torecord
programmes for
showing at alater
date. Studios could be
employed around the
clock, and artists
appear whenever
they were available.
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Television finally superseded radio as the more
popular home entertainment. This development was |
helped by ITV's expansion into South Wales, the |
West and Southermn England. There were now 6.5
million homes with ITV reception.

As [TV gained confidence in holding the mass
audience, it extended its range to include new arts
programmes and original drama productions.
Political discussion on television had always ceased
when an election campaign began, for fear of ac-
cusations that voters were being influenced. But
while the BBC followed the accepted practice for
the Rochdale by-election, Cranada-after taking
eminent legal advice T% ve the campaign major !
coverage, and opened the way for today’s compre-
hensive election coverage.

Nikita Khruschev took over in the Kremlin and Pope
John in the Vatican. Pictures of the Pope’s installation
were transmitted live via Eurovision. Iceland ex-
tended her temitonal fishing limits to 12 miles.

Fred Robinson created
The Larkins for

Scout concerts, but

the Cockney family
soon became national
favourites when

they were introduced
to television.

Peggy Mount and David
Kossoff played
Adaand AlfLarkinin
the senies. (ATV)
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The Sunday Break,
the brainchild of
Howard Thomas,
then Managing
Director of ABC,
was the first “pop”
religious show.
Setin a youth club,
with pop music

in the background, it
posed questions
of interest to young
people. (ABC)

Diana Dors and Alan
Melville were among
artists living or
working in the South
who were featured

in Southern Rhapsody,
a gala programme on
the opening night of
Southern Television.
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Jackie Rae posed the
questions, Marion
Ryan was the resident
singer, in Spot

the Tune. (Granada)

Peoplein Trouble,
from kleptomaniacsto
alcoholics, were
interviewed by Dan
Farson, labelled ITV's
“Mr. Documentary”.
(Assoclated-
Rediffusion)

Bruce Forsyth joined
Sunday Night at the
London Palladium as
compere-direct from
pierhead shows. He
was the first artist

to achieve stardom
via this job. (ATV)
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[TV presentedits
first coverage of an
election campaign

atthe Rochdale
by-election. Voters
were interviewed

Inthe streetsand

the candidates
allotted equal studio
time. (Granada)

The Outside Broadcast
camerasintroduced
an unfamiliar sport
when they showed
Prince Philip playing
Ina polomatch

in Windsor Great Park.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

42




gy -
-

¥4
|

oy TwL
w—— o

Televisionreturned
to the Classics

with the adventure
series Ivanhoe,
starring Roger Moore,
described atthe

time as “practically
unknown'” (ATV)
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The ventriloquist Peter
Brough introduced
anew, walking Archie
Andrews dummy
when Educating Archie
was moved from

radio to television.
Dick Emery was one
of the regular cast.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

The Verdictis Yours,
aseries of mock

trials, had plots but

no scripts. Actors
playing witnesses and
counsel improvised
theirlines. (Granada)

44

I —ses wy e j‘s
. 3

\

I"
b -
-




l' 'l ’,1;
il ‘!l

Cranada Television
maintained a film
unitat London Zoo

for their natural
history programmes.
Among them was
Zoo Time, presented
by Desmond Mortis,
then the Curator of
Mammals. (Granada)




One of the most
popular comedians in
the country was

Dave King, aregular
celebrity in Val
Parnell’'s Saturday
Spectacular. (ATV)

Robert Beatty starred The State opening of
asatough Canadian Parliament by the
Mountie attached to Queen wastelevised
Scotland Yard in Dial for the first time.
999, a cime series Robin Day was the
aimed at the valuable commentator for ITV.

Amencan market. (ATV)
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The Queen,
accompanied by
Prince Philip, paid her
first visit to ITA's
headquarters,
then at Princes
Gate, Kensington.
Jack Good produced
Oh Boy!ITV's first pop
show for teenagers.
There were major
developmentsin
[TV'scoverage of the
arts. The Book Man
was the first television
series devoted
entirely to writers and
their works.
Sir Kenneth Clark
presented a series
entitled Is Art
Necessary?
Laurence Olivier
made his television
debutin Henrik
Ibsen’s John
Gabriel Borkman.
Many programmes
were still transmitted
live at this time. Among
them were the
Armchair Theatre
plays. During the
broadcast of
Underground, one of
the cast collapsed and
died. While out of
camera shot, the other
actors were told that
hehad beentakenill
and they would have
toimprovise;
they carried on.
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The first General Election to be covered fully by tele-
vision—-due to [TV’s innovatory coverage of the 1958
Rochdale by-election-returned Harold Macmillan
to Downing Street for another term.

ITV expanded into North East England, East Anglia
and Northern Ireland to reach a total of 8.6 million
homes, more than 55 per cent of all those in the British
Isles. By this time, ITV was watched by 70 per cent of
thosewitha choice of viewing,and by June the ITA had
repaid the £555,000 borrowed from the Postmaster
General to start operations.

Fidel Castro seized power in Cuba, and civil war
broke out in the Belgian Congo. Russia and America
began fraining astronauts. At home, the first stretch
of the M1 Motorway was opened.

Holiday Town Parade,
a combined bathing
beauty, fashion queen
and male Adonis
contest, with heatsin
seaside resorts, was
shown on the national
network after three
yearsin the Midlands
and North. (ABC)
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Ed Murrow, the noted
American journalist,
spoke on the merits
and defects of tele-
visioninthe first
televised Granada
Lecture atLondon's
Guildhall. (Granada)

To mark the centenary
of Isambard

Kingdom Brunel's
death, Peter
Wyngarde portrayed
him in the dramatised
documentary, Engineer
Extraordinary. (TWW)
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Probation Officer

was applauded for its
authenticity: an
episode on the after-
care of prisoners

was shown to members
of both Houses of
Parliament during the
passage of the
controversial Criminal
Justice Bill. (ATV)

JohnTurner starred
inKnight Errant,
adrama series about
amodern crusader
who championed the
oppressed. (Granada)
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International stars
Vittorio de Sica,
Jack Hawkins, Dan
Dailey and Richard
Conte played The
Four Just Menina
series based on
the Edgar Wallace
thriller. (ATV)
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Domestic sketches,
song and dance were
the ingredients of

The Dickie Henderson
Half Hour, with Anthea
Askey playing his wife.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

Many celebrated
actors and actresses
were now making
their TV debuts; here,
Vivien Leigh was
Sabina in Thormton
Wilder's The Skin of
Our Teeth. (Granada)

53



Asthe airlines began
regular jet services,
ITVl]aunched Skyport,
a drama series about
the activities atan
International airport.
(Granada)

Alun Owen won the
Guild of TV Producers
and Directors' award
for Best Scriptwriter,
helped by his first TV
play, No Tram to Lime
Street, an Armchair
Theatre play starring
Jack Hedley and Billie
Whitelaw. She was the
Guild's TV Actress

of the Year. (ABC)

54

Land of Song meant,

of course, Wales

and featured Welsh
choirs and singers.
Ivor Emmanuel was the
star of this long running
series. (TWW)



Bemard Braden and
HuwThomas
introduced Let’s Go,
the first Saturday
afternoon programme
to visit sporting events
around the country.

Sir John Gielgud
appearedin A Day By
the Sea and Flora
Robson in Mother
Courage.

Mary Holland made
her debutasKatie, the
pretty housewife
preparing lunch for
her good-natured
husband, Philip, in the
Oxo commercials.
New American
Westerns included
Have Gun-Will Travel,
starring Richard Boone.
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1960

A committee under the chairmanship of Sir Harmry
Pilkington, the glass manufacturer, was set up to
consider the future of broadcasting. Meanwhile, ITV
extended into South East England and sales of its
programmes abroad began to grow.

In the first year of the so-called Swinging Sixties,
viewers saw TV confrontations swing it for IIohn E
Kennedy in the United States presidential e
Princess Margaret married photographer Antony
Armstrong-Jones. The courts freed Lady Chatterley’s
Lover for publication, and the News of the World
senalised the memoirs of actress Diana Dors.

Coronation Street ¢
began-and the hair- |
netted, vinegary

Ena Sharples, played
by Violet Carson,

was soon established
asone of ITV's
greatest characters
ever, (Granada)
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Jean Clarke wiggled
to stardom as one

of the hostesses on
Double Your Money.
She said of her eye-
catching walk:
‘Tjustcan'thelpit”
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

Ingenious hoaxes such
as this baffled victims
of Candid Camera.
Their various reactions
were recorded by
hidden cameras. (ABC)
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The largest number
of ITV cameras ever
assembled for one
eventcovered the
wedding of Princess
Margaret and Antony
Armstrong-Jones.

Danger Man, one of
ITV's most successful
adventure series,
starred Patrick
McGoohan as a tough,
globetrotting

security agent. (ATV)

Arthur Chnstiansen,
ex-Editor of the

Daily Express, was
editonal adviser

to Deadline Midnight,
adrama senes set
inFleet Street. (ATV)
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[an Hendry played
Dr. Geoffrey Brent

in the drama series
Police Surgeon. One
year later, Hendry
starred as the same
character in the

first of The Avengers
seres. (ABC)

The Canadian couple
BarbaraKelly and
Bemard Bradenwere
in demand for many
types of show.Here,
they were appearing
asthemselvesinthe
new comedy series
Rolling Stones. (ATV)
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Our House, a comedy
series by Carry On
film writer Norman
Hudis, featured a
boarding house and
its bizarre group
ofresidents. (ABC)

Moira Lister was the
star of Flotsam

and Jetsam, the first
in the series
Somerset
Maugham Hour.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)







The Royal Variety
Performance was
televised for the
firstime. The
Queen and Prince
Philip were amused
particularly by

the Crazy Gang, who
were to become
regular favourites
in the show. (ATV)

63



The Derby was shown
throughout Britain

for the firsttime.

ITV viewers watched
Lester Piggott romp
home on St. Paddy.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

The Strange World of
Gurney Slade wasa
whimsical ranty in
television comedy.
Surrounded by lovely
girls, Anthony

Newley spoke totrees
and animals-and

they answered. (ATV)
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An early example of
a“spin-off Bootsie
and Snudge followed
The Army Game’s Bill
Fraser and Alfie

Bass into civilian

life. (Granada)

Margot Fonteyn and
Michael Somes
danced in the Royal
Ballet's production
of Frederick
Ashton’s Cinderella.
The television
studio gave double
the space of

the stage at Covent
Garden. (Granada)
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The comedy series
Mess Mates was set
onasmall cargo
ship plying around
Britain's coast.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

The props department
acquired genuine
Victorian draper'’s

trimmings for the
eight-part series
Kipps, adapted from
H.G. Wells'novel

by Clive Exton, and
starring Brian
Murray. (Granada)

66

Our Street, a seven-
part documentary,
examinedlifeina
typical working class
road in Camberwell,
South East London.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)



. CRT G rreEats Sunday Night at the
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- : : b ] I had become a national
u ‘m’- T8 : o vy d : P institution. Vicars even
© g em vr DR M : altered the times of
AR M G - B2 A I evening services so
b B § ] : 1 5 the congregations
: ; could watch the show.
Average audiences
numbered 17 million,
but Cliff Richard
won 19.5 million, Max
Bygraves 21 million,
and Harry Secombe
22 million.
Diana Dors made her
[TV drama debutin
an Armchair Theatre
play called
The Innocent.
Americanimports
included 77 Sunset
Strip, and the
Western Bonanza.
Biggles,W. E.Johns'
story for children
abouta flying ace, was
adapted for television.
Twenty Questions, the
animal, vegetable and
mineral quiz, moved
toITVunder the
chairmanship of
Stewart MacPherson.




The television industry was concermed with technical
questions regarding its future. An international
conference allocated new UHF frequencies, making
1t possible for Britain to have new channels in addition
to the exasting ones on VHE Other conferences sought
In vain to agree on a common system of colour.

But the Government decided that colour should not
be introduced until a third channel was in existence -
on UHF-and the Continental 625 line standard had
begun to replace the 405 line system.

Meanwhile, [TV expanded into South West England, |
North East Scotland and the Borders. The number of
ITV homes rose to 11.3 million.

Current affairs and documentary programmes
reflected a fast changing world —the first spaceman,
Russia’s Yuri Gagarin; the building of the Berlin Wall;
South Africa becoming a republic, and Britain's
application to join the Common Market.

The first programme
in the award-winning
natural history
series, Survival,
dealt with London's
wildlife, including

. Hampstead Heath's
fox families. (Anglia)
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1961

The Avengers began,
withlan Hendry as

a doctor and Patrick
Macnee an umbrella-
wielding secretagent;
the lovely, lethal judo
girls were yetto

make a debut. (ABC)
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Setinafictional
London department
store, Harpers West
One wasadrama
series featuring Jan
Holden. (ATV)

Family Solicitor
attracted praise from
the Law Society,

who said; “For years
we have waited for
television to present
aserneslike this”
(CGranada)



1961

Without referring to
mapsornotes, A.J.P.
Taylor delivered a
highly praised series
oflectureson the

M
First World War. (ATV) W
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Sammy Davis Jr, now
atthe height of

his popularity, came

to Britain to star

in Sunday Night at

the London Palladium,
and Sammy Davis
Meetsthe Girls. (ATV)

The Earl of Harewood,
Edinburgh Festival's
Artistic Director,
introduced the weekly
arts series, Tempo,
which was edited by
Kenneth Tynan. (ABC)
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1961

The tral of Soviet
spiesPeterand
HelenKroger, who
were sentenced to 20
yearslmprisonment
in the Portland
secrets case, was
followed by a docu-
mentary, 35 Cranley
Drive. (Granada)

The Quiet War, an
incisive look at the
guerilla struggle
InVietnam, was a
British contribution
toasenesof ilms
made for world-wide
showing by Intertel.
(Assoclated-
Rediffusion)
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Althoughrenowned
forrealistic, modermn
drama, Armchair
Theatre screened an
award-winning
fantasy on the theme
of beauty and the
beast, Alun Owen's
The Rose Affair. (ABC)
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1961

As Amerncabacked
a military invasion

to overthrow Cuba’s
Fidel Castro, ITV
screened four docu-
mentanes about the
country, entitled
Cuba...Si! (Granada)
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The trial of former The Duke of Kent's
Gestapo chief Adolf marriage to Katharine
Eichmann, accused Worsley brought
of cnmes against scenes of splendour
humanity, took place toYork Minster. Nine
inJerusalem and was ITV commentators
shown exclusively in descnbed the event,
Britain onITV. (ATV)
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The firstin a series of
exchange television
programmes with
Russia was the live
transmission of the
British Trade Fair
opening in Moscow's
Sokolniki Park.

An early documentary
inthe series Into
Europe asked: "Will
farmers survive if
Britain joins the
Common Market?"
The Inauguration of
JohnF. Kennedy as
President of the United
States was shownina
one-hour programine
the following day.
William Franklyn-not
yetassoclated with
the Schw...
commercials—-starred
as aBritish agentin
South America in

Top Secret.




There were significant developments in television
news.Telstar, the first satellite capable of relaying tele-
vision across the Atlantic, was launched and Brtish
viewers saw the first live pictures from America.
And when President Kennedy confronted Khrush-
chev in the week-long Cuban missiles crisis, it was to
television that Britons turned to discover whether it
was to be peace or war. By the end of the year, tele-
vision was the main source of news for 52 per cent of
the population—double the figure in 1957.

The Pilkington Committee’s report approved the
BBC's television service but was critical of some
aspects of ITV. The Government rejected the Com-
mittee’s recommendation that the ITA should take
over the planning of schedules and selling of adver-
tising, but it awarded the third channel to the BBC.
Meanwhile, ITV moved into North and West Wales,
the Channel Isles and Ulster to become available to
96 per cent of the population.

Thalidomide was withdrawn after causing deformities
In babies, Britain and France agreed to build a super-
sonic airliner, Concorde.

First transmissions

via the new American
satellite, Telstar,
showed baseball from
Chicago, an excerpt
from a production of
Macbeth in Ontario,
and a Presidential
press conference in
Washington. (ITN)
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The Piraitkon Greek
TragedyTheatre
Company performed
Electra, the 2,500-year-
old play by Sophocles...
in their native tongue.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)
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The hero of Man of
the World was a
photo journalist,
played by Craig
Stevens, which gave
an opportunity

to dressthe female
charactersin chic
clothes designed
by the Fashion House
Group. (ATV)

Norman Vaughan was
Bruce Forsyth's
Successor as compere
of Sunday Night at

the London Palladium
and delighted
audiences with funny
mannerisms and the
catchphrases “dodgy”
and “swinging’(ATV)
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For years, Eric
Morecambe and Ermnie
Wise have ended
their shows with a
running gag.In

The Morecambe and
Wise Show-written
by Dick Hills and

Sid Green-they
always attempted to
leave the stage

by a door that was
too small. (ATV)




University Challenge
was one of the most
demanding quiz shows
to date. Offering

no individual prizes,

it featured teams

of students answering
questions posed

by the erudite Bamber
Gascoigne. (Cranada)

The Saint, based on
the character created
by Leslie Charteris,
cametolTVasa
seres of hour-long
thrillers, with Roger
Moore starring
inthe titlerole. It ran
for sevenyears

and was sold to 80
countries. (ATV)
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Armchair Theatre
commissioned Robert
Muller's first

play, Afternoon of

a Nymph, with

Janet Munro playing

a film starlet
andlanHendryasa
director. (ABC)

A new comedy series
written by Jack
Rosenthal and Harry
Driver, Bulldog

Breed starred Donald
Churchill as Tom
Bowler, an engaging
young man with

a giftfor creating
chaos. (Granada)
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Short stories by Saki
(H.H. Munro) were
adapted asaseries
for television and
played by a company
which included
husky-voiced Fenella
Fielding. (Granada)
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Honor Blackman
joined The Avengers
as attractive judo

girl Mrs. Cathy Gale—
and caused a fashion
sensation with

her leather suits and
high boots. (ABC)

The Guild of
Television Producers
and Directors
conferred a special
award for news
programmes on
Geoffrey Cox,

Editor of ITN.
Balletidol Rudolf
Nureyev topped the
bill of Sunday Night at
the London Palladium.
Prince Philip
appeared in This
Week to report on his
tour of South America.
ATWW programme
on Dylan Thomas won
aHollywood Motion
Picture Academy
award as the best short
subject documentary.
Thank Your Lucky
Stars won an award
from Melody Maker
magazine as the best
TV pop show.

A new quiz show with
acrossword puzzle
formula was Take a
Letter, with Robert
Holness as Chairman.
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1963

‘The nation was pped by Beatlemania but, following
the Pilkington mrmttees strictures, ITV increased
the proportion of programmes classed as “serious”
by the ITA to 37 per cent.

The wider range included the first adult education on
Bntish TV, with Sunday moming lessons in English
and French and a new current affairs series, World
in Action, was introduced.

Lord Hill of Luton, the wartime radio doctor, suc-
ceeded Sir Ivone Kirkpatrick as Chairman of the ITA.
Harold Macmillan yielded the Premiership to Sir Alec
Douglas-Home. Harold Wilson became leader of
the Labour party on the death of Hugh Gaitskell.
War Minister John Profumo resigned, Pope John died,
and President Kennedy was assassinated.

His funeral was shown live in Britain via Early Bird,
successor to Telstar and the first satellite to remain
stationary and be available for use at all times.

Beginning as a drama
series concerning
shopfloor workersin
an aircraft factory,

The Plane Makers was
soon preoccuplied with
boardroom politics.
Patrick Wymark
played the ruthless
Managing Director,
John Wilder, who was
the prototype for
avariety of modem
anti-heroes. (ATV)
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Central characterin
The Human Jungle
was a psychiatrist,
played by Herbert
Lom, whose readiness
to become involved

in his patients’
problems provided
the basis fora

unique series. (ABC)
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Spies, secret agents,
saboteurs and
undercover men
were the heroes of
Espionage, a series
of 26 self-contained
dramas. (ATV)
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The first series of
Our Man at St. Mark’s
starred Leslie
Phillips as the vicar.
Donald Sinden

later took the role.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

e P s,
Pl

> gl

ol



Men of Our Time was
a documentary series
that examined world
leaders of the 20th
century. Included

was an assessment by
James Cameron of
Mahatma Gandhi, the
passive revolutionary
who founded present-
dayIndia. (Cranada)
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The Victorians, eight
plays originally
presented on stage in
the 19th century,

was performed by the
Company of Seven,
aTVrepertory group
assembled for

the series. (Granada)
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Few plays have won
the honours accorded
toThe Lover, a

stylish sex comedy
by Harold Pinter.
ItbroughthimThe
Guild of Television
Producers and Direc-
tors' Best Script

award, while Vivien
Merchant and Alan
Badel were the Guild's
Best Actress and
Actor, and director
Joan Kemp-Welch won
the Desmond Davis
award for outstanding
creative work. The
play also won the
coveted Prix Italia.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)
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The urge to getaway
was exploited by
Crane, an adventure
series about a Briton,
played by Patrick
Allen, who gave up his
jobtorunacafe,a
boatand a smuggling
business in Morocco.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)

Love Story was an
example of the trend
away from single
plays to anthologies.
The series'common
theme wasromance,
Involving all classes
and ages. Roger
Livesey appeared in
the leading role

In Raymond’s Italian
Woman, Lea Padovani
was the object of his
affections. (ATV)
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ITV'sbiggest outside
broadcast since the
marriage of Princess
Margaret was another
royal wedding, that

of Princess Alexandra
to the Hon. Angus
Ogilvy. Brian Connell
was the commentator
in Westminster Abbey
andatotal of 29TV
cameras was used.

\’i
L

The compelling style The world mourned
of World in Action the death of John F.
was due largely to Kennedy, whose
producer Tim Hewat, promising presidency
An early programme, was ended by an
High Fashion, looked assassin’s bullet. The
atthe haute couture funeral was given
industry. (Granada) special ITV coverage.
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Onthe Braden Beat,
aunique mixture of
entertainment and
investigations into
consumer complaints,
won Bernard Bradena
Guild of Television
Producers and
Directors’'award for
performance in
factual programmes.
Geoffrey Cox, Editor
of ITN, was honoured
for the second yearin
successior, recelving
the Television Society's
silver medal for
production.
Atwo-and-three-
quarter hour
production of War and
Peace, with a cast of
40, won Cranada an
Emmy award.
Advertising
magazines were
banned by Parliament;
commercials were
subsequently confined
tonatural breaks.
Avyearafterhehad
announced his
retirement from show-
business, Charlie
Drake changed his
mind and began a new
comedy series, The
Charlie Drake Show.
Inresponse to viewer
demand, Leonard
White, the new
producer of Armchair
Theatre, moved away
from “kitchen sink”
drama to a policy of
star names and
popular plays.
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The Television Act extended the life of Independent
Television —onginally licensed for 10 years—to 1976,
and gave the ITA increased powers over pro-
grammes and advertising.

Before deciding the programme contractors for the
new period, the Authonty interviewed 22 groups of
applicants, including the existing contractors. It then
reappointed the existing companies until 1967, by
which time it hoped [TV would be operating the
proposed fourth channel.

While the BBC began transmissions on its second,
625 line channel, a levy was imposed on ITV’s
advertising revenue. This achieved its object, cuting
the profits of the programme companies and taking
£22 million from them in 1964/5.

After a General Election in which he demonstrated
unprecedented mastery of television by a politician,
Harold Wilson became Premier. Meanwhile, Mods
and Rockers rioted at the seaside, and pirate radio
ships stole audiences from the BBC.

Crossroads, setin
acountry motel
and starring Noele
Gordon, wasa
Midlands triumph.
Although it was
shown four daysa
weekinthe area,
itdidnotachieve
national networking
until 1972. (ATV)
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AsMartin Luther King
led civilrights
marchesin America,
and won a Nobel
Peace Prize, ITV
screened a programme
of negro protest songs
called Freedom Road,
which won all three
major prizes at Berlin's
Television Festival.
(Associated-
Rediffusion)
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SirKenneth Clark
toured Great Temples
ofthe World and
talked compellingly
about both their
architectural merits
and history.
Heisseenhere at
Karnak. (ATV)

I

To mark Bntain's
celebration of the
400th anniversary

of Shakespeare's
birth, ITV showed
aproduction of A
Midsummer Night’s
Dream. (Rediffusion)
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The face of the year
was that of top model
Jean Shrimpton.

A World in Action
camera crew tralled
her on modelling
assignments in New
York and London

for The Face Onthe
Cover.(Granada)

Blackburn's Valerie
Martin won the

first Miss TVTimes
contest, beating
5,000 contestants to
take the crownin
the final programme,
Glamour All the Way.
Adam Faith sang

on the show and
Patrick Macnee was
one of the panel of
star judges. (ABC)
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Fire

Recalling memories
of Will Hay's vintage
Crackers concerned
the antics of Cropper
EndFire Brigade and
their circa 1907

fire appliance. (ATV)
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Blithe Spirit, one
ofthe series A

Choice of Coward,
starred Hattie Jacques
as the medium,
Madame Arcati,
Joanna Dunham as

the lovely, spectral
Elvira. (Granada)

Derek Granger took
over as presenter of
Cinema from Bamber
Gascoigne, who had
launched this series
of clips from films,
and star interviews,
three months earlier.
(Cranada)
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With concern growing
about the mounting
number of accidents
on the roads, This
Week showed a shock
programme in which
Desmond Wilcox
spoke to motorists as
they left public houses.
(Rediffusion)

The Other Man, by
Giles Cooper,had a
cast of 200 headed
by Michael Caine.
At2hrs. 20min, it
was [TV'slongest-
ever play. (Cranada)

The comedy series
A Little Big Business
concerned a family
furniture firm, with
David Kossoff and
Francis Matthews as
argumentative father
and son. (Granada)
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Ted Willis devised
The Sullavan Brothers,
a series about four
young lawyers, and
promised: “We shall
fire a few salvoes at
Bntish justice(ATV)

The Celebrity Game,
summer replacement
for Take Your Pick,
was a quiz in which
contestants guessed
celebrities' views

on topical subjects.
Among the guests
was Groucho Marx.
(Redhffusion)
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Lynn Davies' winning
leap in the long jump
was among the
highlights of the Tokyo
Olympics, brought to
Britishviewers via
radio link and satellite.



Song and dance girl
Millicent Martin
presented her own
series, Mainly
Millicent, and was the
Guild of Television
Producersand
Directors' Light
Entertainment
Personality of the
Year Patrick Wymark
won the Best Actor
award, and Rex Firkin
the producer's award,
for The Plane Makers.
Popular American
imports included
Burke’s Law and The
Beverly Hillbillies.
ITV initiated

schools programmes
for infants.

Lord Boothby was
among those who
discussed topical
subjectsin After
Dinner. The series
wasrecorded by
concealed camerasto
avoid inhibiting the
conversation.
Andrew Faulds, later a
Labour MP, starred in
acrime series, The
Protectors, Edwin
Richfield in It's Dark
Qutside, and Alfie
Bass and Bill Fraserin
the comedy series,
Foreign Affairs.
Eamonn Andrews
joinedITV from the
BBC on athree-year
contract. His first
assignment was as
hostto a variety of
well-known guestsin
the ploneering
programme

The Eamonn
Andrews Show.
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ITV celebrated the beginning of its second decade
with a dinner at London's Guldhall, at which Prime
Minister Harold Wilson said: “Independent television
has become part of our national anatomy. More than
that, it has become part of our social system and part
of our national way of life.”

Sir Winston Churchill, another British institution, died,
and his majestic state funeral was watched by 350
million via Eurovision.

Edward Heath succeeded Sir Alec Douglas-Home
as the new Tr‘%r]y leader. Cigarette commercials were
banned on as part of an anti-smoking campaign,
which resulted in an £8 million-a-year loss of advertis-
Ing revenue. The combined television and radio
licence went up by £1 to £5.

The ITA began consultations with producers, writers
and script editors about current output and to ex-
change 1deas for the future.

ITV's documentary
approach to the five-
hour, live outside
broadcast of Sir
Winston Churchill's
funeralincluded
commentary by Brian
Connell, narration

by Sir Laurence
Qlivier, Joseph C.
Harsch and Paul
Scofield. An edited
version, called

The Valiant Man,

was transmitted later.
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Redcap introduced a
new-style detective:
John Thaw as a tough
sergeantinthe Royal
Military Police
Special Investigation
Branch, whose role
was to ight crime
inthe Army. (ABC)

Front Page Story

was made by Rex
Firkan and Wilfred
Greatorex, producer
and scnipt editor of
The Power Game.
This newspaper series
had the underlying
theme of the individual
battling against his
persecutors. (ATV)

110




John Wilder, the
ruthless politician

of the boardroom

in The Plane Makers,
came backtothe
screenin The Power
Game. Now knighted
and a merchant banker,
he was again played
by Patrick Wymark,
with Barbara Murray
as Lady Wilder. (ATV)

Theintelligence agents
played by Michael
Aldridge and Richard
Vernon used thelr
intellectual powers

to solve security
problems in The Man
mRoom 7. (Granada)

111



The Successor, a Play

112

ofthe Week, was
about a conclave of
cardinals choosing
anew Pope, Rupert
Davies—formerly
TV’s Maigret—beat
the typecasting
problemto play the
Pope. (Anglia)




Twolusty Jacobean
plays were presented
under the title

Blood and Thunder.
DianaRigg and Gene
Anderson starred in
Thomas Middleton's
Women Beware
Women. (Granada.)

Following the Golden
Hour programmes

of music and ballet
came Golden Drama,
a two-hour production
from a London theatre,
in which 30 actors
presented dramatic
excerpts. Included
was Peter O'Toole with
soliloquies from
Hamlet. (ATV)
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Saturday aftemoons
became synonymous
with sport whenITV
launched World of
Sport,introduced by
Eamonn Andrews.

Anintemational
quartet of detectives
fought criminals
against a glamorous
South of France back-
groundinRiviera
Police. (Rediffusion)
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Thunderbirds, a
sophisticated puppet
series about an
International rescue
organisation, was
backed by a massive
merchandising of toys
and comics based

on characters such
asLadyPenelope
and her chauffeur,
Parker. (ATV)

Crime in war was the
theme of the drama
series Court Martial.
Inabidforsalesin
the U.S, thetwo
lawyer officers were
Americans, played by
Bradford Dillman and
Peter Graves. (ATV)
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Blackmail-for money,
power or love-was
among the increasing
number of anthology
drama senes Dudley
Foster and Ann Bell
were the stars of this
one, First Offender.
(Rediffusion)

David Kossoff used Public Eye explored
his own words to tell new ground, intro-
children stories from ducing Alfred Burke
the Old Testament asabelievable
in the Sunday senes, privateinvestigator
Storytime. (ATV) whonever used a

gun or met big-time
cnminals. (ABC)
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The Variety Club'sITV
personality of the year
was Bemard Braden,
whoalsowon a
Television Soclety
silver medal for

On the Braden Beat.
The Variety Club’s
showbusiness
personalities of the
year were Morecambe
and Wise, while
Jimmy Tarbuck was
voted the most
promising newcomer.
The Screen Writers'
Guild voted The Plane
Makersthe best
television series.

The Queen's 10-day
State visitto West
Germany was brought
tothe ITV screenlive
via Eurovision.

Mr. Swindley, played
in Coronation Street
by Arthur Lowe,
achieved a series of
his own-as assistant
manager of a store in
Pardonthe Expression.
Diana Riggjoined
The Avengers as the
widowed Emma Peel,
areplacement for
Honor Blackman's
Cathy Gale.

Anew American
series was Peyton Place,
with Mia Farrow

and Ryan O'Neal.




Continuing uncertainty about the future of Brtish
television, in particular the allocation of a fourth
channel and the timing of the conversion from 405
lines to 625, caused the ITA to extend existing pro-
gramme company contracts to 1968.

It then announced that the number of major com-
panies would be increased from four to five in 1968.
To make the division of the London area more equal,
the weekend company would take over at 70 pm on
Friday instead of on Saturday morming.

A General Election decided that Harold Wilson
should stay at No. 10, and he had a dramatic but
fruitless meeting on HMS Tiger with breakaway
Rhodesia’s leader, Ian Smith. England won the
World Cup, beating West Germany 4-2.

A proposal that television cameras should be allowed
experimentally into the House of Commons was
defeated by one vote.

David Frostbegan a
twice-weekly Frost
Programme, in which
he interviewed well-
known people-from
Mick Jagger to Frank
Cousins. Audience
contributions were
“orchestrated™-
Frost's description

of the skalful way

he stimulated the
debate. (Rediffusion)
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1966

The drama series Mrs.
Thursday starred
KathleenHarrison as
a charlady who
inhernted a fortune.
Creator Lord Ted
Willis claimed that
ittook just 20 seconds
toselltheideato

Lew (later Sir Lew)
Crade.(ATV)
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Intrigue examined
the topical subject of
industrial espionage,
and starred Edward
Judd as the counter-
agent. (ABC)

Weavers Greenwasa
twice-weekly

look at life in a Norfolk
village (Anglia)

Steve Forrest played
ajet-age dealerin
antiques in The Baron,
aseriesbasedona
character created
byJohn Creasey. (ATV)
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Victorian tales

of the supernatural
were dramatised

in the series Mystery
and Imagination.
David Buck appeared
as the linking

central igure and

is seen with Virginia
McKenna in The
Phantom Lover. (ABC)
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Who Were the British?
setouttotracea
pedigree for ancient
Britons and was

Prof. Glyn Daniel's
contribution to the
popularisation of
archaeology on tele-
vision. (Anglia)

Presenting anew
breed of anti-hero,
The Informer was a
disbarred barrister
eaming arich
living as a tipster
for police and
Insurance companies.
lan Hendry starred
in the title role,

with Heather Sears
as his wife, and Jean
Marsh his mistress.
(Rediffusion)
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George and the Dragon
starred the new
situation comedy team
of SidneyJames

and Peggy Mount, who
played handyman and
housekeeperina
stately home. (ATV)

:
»
*
L]
»
o
3
-
.
¥
4
%
L

All Square explored
Michael Bentine's
inimitable brand of
comedy. This zany
series found humour
in everything from
duelling to the
esoteric sport of
dwile-flonking. (ATV)
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1966

The Stories of D.H.
Lawrence,mainly [
about Nottinghamshire 2%
mining villages,

were adaptedintoa
drama series that

kept faithfully to

the spint of the original.
(Granada)

Terence Rattigan's
Nelson-A Study in
Miniature, with
Michael Bryant as the
Admiral, was written
atthe suggestion

of Prince Philip,who
later introduced the
play onscreen. (ATV)

England, led by Bobby
Moore, achieved a
memorable victory in
The World Cup.ITV'’s
nightly coverage of
games throughout
England was presented
by Eamonn Andrews.
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Alastair Burnet
introduced ITN's
second General
Election programme
in 11 months, and won
the Guild of Television
Producers and
Directors' Richard
Dimbleby award.
Geoffrey Cox, Editor
of ITN, was knighted.
The Variety Club of
Great Britain made a
special double award
to Hughie Green, of
Double Your Money,
and Take Your Pick’s
Michael Miles for the
tontinuing popularity
of their programmes.
Greentook his
Double Your Money
team toRussiato
stage a programme
with Muscovite
contestants.

Danger Man, starring
Patrick McGoohan,
won a Hollywood
Screen Producers’
Guild award for the
best-produced

TV programme.

A craze for Batman,
the pre-war strip
cartoon for children,
brought an American
television series, with
Adam West asthe
caped crusader.
Documentary
producer Adrian
Cowell and camera-
man Chris Menges
returned from their
travels inThailand,
Tibet, Laos and Burma
with two highly
praised programmes,
Light of Asiaand
The Opium Trail.
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The ITA invited franchise applications for the new
contract period beginning in 1968, and many
strangely named consortia were formed to bid for
them. There was a total of 36 applications from 16
new groups and the 14 existing companies.

[TA Chairman Lord Hill announced the successful
organisations in June, after which Prime Minister
Wilson-in a surprise and controversial decision—
moved him to the Chairmanship of the BBC.

BBCZ was allowed to go into colour on 625 lines | -

UHF, [TV was also making programmes in colour
but they were shown in black and white. The colour
was seen only in America and other countries
to which the prcla\?'rammes were sold.

ITN launched News at Ten, the first regular half-
hour news on a major channel. Within days it was
an established success after showing exciting film

of Col. Colin Mitchell leading his Highlanders in 8

the re-taking of the Crater district of Aden.

Israel mauled the Arabs in the Six Day War and
the revolutionary Che Guevara was killed in Bolivia.
Dr. Christian Bamard performed his first heart
trans;glant. Jeremy Thorpe succeeded Jo Grimond
as Liberal leader, and the BBC introduced a pop
radio channel and the first local radio.

News at Ten combined
news and analysis

In a programme twice
the length of the
bulletinitreplaced.
The new format
introduced a two-man
newscaster system
enabling late items
tobefedtothe

man off-camera. (ITN)
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The Golden Shot was
anew type of

TV gamein which the
contestants fired
boltsfroman
electronic bow
atnovelty targets.
Jackie Rae was

first compere. (ATV)

AtLastthe1948

Show setanew trend,
with John Cleese,

Tim Brooke-Taylor and
Graham Chapman
exploring the type of
lunatic comedy

that would lead to
Monty Python’s
Flying Circusand
The Goodies. It

also starred lovely
Aimi Macdonaldin

a dumb blonderole.
(Rediffusion)
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Television created
anew sportin
rallycross. Devised
specially for
World of Sport by
director Robert
Reid, it featured
saloon carsin
events combining
road andrough
country racing. (ABC)

Adapted from three
novels by Phyllis
Bentley, Inheritance
related the saga

of a Yorkshire mill
family from 1812
t01965. The main
actors played
several generations
of the Oldroyd
family. (Granada)
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Ronnie Corbett
portrayed a dithery,
tongue-tied little
manin acomedy
series about life in
suburbia, No,

That’s Me Over Here.
(Rediffusion)

Richard Bradford was
McGillin Man In

a Suitcase. A bounty
hunter, always on

the move, he typified
the rugged hero

of the Sixties. (ATV)
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Callan, a series
developed from a play
about a licensed-
to-kill British agent,
created aheroto
rank among TV's all-
time greats. It made
Edward Woodward
one of Britain's

most popular actors,
and eventually

won a Writers' Guild
award for creator
James Mitchell. (ABC)

Featured in The

Odd Man and It's Dark
Outside, ChiefInsp.
Rose (William Mervyn)
won his own sernes,

Mr. Rose, in which he
had retired to write his
memoirs. (Granada)

One of the most
extensive open air
sets ever built

fora TV drama was
constructed at
Elstree for Market
inHoney Lane,
aseries abouta
London street market,
its stallholders

and customers. (ATV)
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The Prisoner was
animaginative series
conceming the
mind-bending, will-
sapping treatment
meted out to aformer
British agent.

Patrick McGoohan
was deviser, producer
and star and

also wrote, directed
and edited some of
the episodes. (ATV)
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Acclaimed many
times as anew star,
Des O'Connor

finally proved his
potentialasa

dollar earmer when
The Des O’Connor
Show was exported to
America. (ATV)

Tonight with Dave
Allen was described
as a ‘late night
miscellany”. The

Irish comedian
conducted interviews
andrisked his

neck in many strange
stunts. (ATV)
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More than 20 million
viewers watched

the marriage of Elsie
Tanner and Steve
Tanner in Coronation
Street, Britain's

top serial. (Granada)

Pudgy comedianJoe
Baker soimpressed an
ATV staff party
atwhich he performed
thathe was given

his own TV series,

My Man Joe. (ATV)
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John Bluthal and

Joe Lynch starred in
Never Mind the
Quality, Feel the
Width, a comedy
series about an [rish/
Jewish tailoring
partnership.(ABC)




Prince Philip intro-
duced The Enchanted
Isles, a programme
about the wildlife

of the Galapagos

in the Pacific.

It won awards

in Monte Carlo

and America.
Comedy actors

given series during
the year included
Arthur Lowe,

(Turn Out the Lights);
Harry H. Corbett,

(Mr. Aitch); and Joe
Baker (My Man Joe).
Children’s series
included The Lion,
the Witch and the
Wardrobe, the
C.S.Lewis allegory,
The Flower of Gloster,
about childrenona
narrow boat traversing
canals from North
Wales to London, and
Sexton Blake, the
adventures of the
enduring detective.
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1968

The new ITV companies began o erating in uly
Among them were Yorkshire, W ose foun ers
included Alan Whicker, London Weekend (David
Frost), Harlech (Richard Burton) and Thames, which
was a merger of ABC and Rediffusion.
Simultaneously, a new TVTimes with regional
editions was launched to replace separate pro-
gramme journals. Favourite programmes, such as
Double Your Money and Take Your Pick, were dis-
continued and new ones introduced in sweeping
changes. The BBC competed strenuously for the
mass audience by scheduling new series of popular
programmes at peak times on its major channel.
Russian tanks invaded Czechoslovakia to smash
Alexander Dubcek’s hiberalising regime. Pictures of
students shouting defiance at the Russians were
transmitted live by Czech television before it was
shut down, and relayed via Eurovision.

Elsewhere in a violent year, Martin Luther King and
Robert Kennedy were assassinated and there were
civil rights demonstrations in Londonderry. Richard
Nixon became America's President.

While educationists
argued the merits

of comprehensive and
grammar schools,
Please Sir! won
laughs with the

story of arecently
qualified teacher
inatough secondary
school. As the
harassed master,
John Alderton won
the Royal Television
Socilety'saward
for“outstanding male
personality”. (LWT)
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We Have Ways of
MakingYouLaughwas
the challenging

title Frank Muir
choseforone ofthe
first programmes
resulting from his
appointment as

head of light enter-
tainment with one
ofthe new companies.
He also starred

in the show. (LWT)

One of many ideas
from Lord Ted Willis,
Virginofthe

Secret Service was a
spoof spy series
concerning an early
secretagent,

Capt. Robert Virgin,
who travelled

the Empire in the
early 1900s. (ATV)
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Black Power salutes
atthe Mexico
Olympic Games,
which were televised
live via satellite

and Eurovision.
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Vince Powell and
Harry Driver created
some of the most
popularcomedy series
of the Sixties.

Nearest and Dearest
teamed Hylda

Baker and Jimmy Jewel
as a brother and

sister who inhented

arun-down pickle
business. (Granada)

Children were given
aninsightinto

the period of World
War One through
Tom Grattan’s War,
the story of a

boy living in that

era. (Yorkshire)




Frontier looked at
the theme of British
Impernal history -
little explored at
thistime-fora
drama series about
soldiersonthe
North WestFrontier
ofIndia. (Thames)
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Established by The
Power Game as one
of Britain's top TV
actors, Patrick
Wymark was invited
to choose four
Playhouse productions
in which he would
like to star. Among
his choices was
AugustStrindberg's
The Father. (ATV)
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Do Not Adjust Your
Set was a trend-
setting series for
children which

won aPrixJeunesse
first prize at

Munich. (Rediffusion)

—TuTimes...

Mihatwnakes Nyree Dawn Porter yUR away from herseilf?
Paradlse in danger - Gavin flaxwrell’s fight for survival
Engefbert Bmuperdinck lives his wildest dream
Win Barry Buckne#f pius £1,000 plss 8 comntry cottage

Anew-style TVTimes,
reflecting the
changed image of ITV,
was introduced

in September Its13
regional editions
replaced existing [TV
programme journals
produced by a number
of publishers.

Patrick Cargill was
the endearing head
of the Glover family
in Father,Dear
Father, the story of

a divorcee’s bid
torear two nubile
daughters. (Thames)
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A master ciminal's
bid for world
domination was the
excitingtheme

of Freewheelers, a
senes aimed at
teenagers. (Southermn)

A Man Of Our Times
was a dramatic
examination

of the prototypal
modem man and his
ambitions and

fears. Therole was
played by George
Cole. (Rediffusion)
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Horrifying film from
Nigenashowed

the execution of an
officer for his
partinthe murder of
Biafrans. ITN)




Linda Thorson
succeeded Diana
Rigg asPatrick
Macnee's partnerin
The Avengers.
Nemone Lethbridge
wrote The Franchise
Trail, a play that
satirised the rush

for [TV contracts.
David Frostintroduced
everything from
interviews to variety
in his three weekly
programmes. Two of
his“confrontations”
with subjects who
were later arrested
led to an outcry about
“trial by television.”
The video disc was
used to provide
Instantreplays

in sporting events.

A £5 supplementary
licence for colour TV
wasintroduced; a
colour licence cost £10.
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The year of colour for [TV and BBCI. Lord Aylestone
—who succeeded Lord Hill as chairman of the ITA -
performed ITV's switch-on ceremony.

Otherwise, it was a year of consolidation as ITV over-
came the difficulties that had followed its reconstruc-
tion. The collapse of the Emley Moor transmitter mast
In Yorkshire did not help, but re-established itself
In the ratings as the most popular channel.

And on one of the most memorable nights in history,
the night when man landed on the Moon, professional
crnticsand viewers at%reed that ITV’s15-hour presenta-
tion was superior to that of the BBC.

The cost of television licences rose by £1-to £6 for
black and white sets and £11 for colour, But the number
of colour sets increased from 100,000 to 270,000.
President de Gaulle resigned. Prime Minister Wilson
sentaninvasion force tothe island of Anguilla, where a
self-appointed President was demandin% indepen-
dence. The voting age was reduced from 21 to 18, and
the Open University was founded.

Man Onthe Moon was
ITV'slongest-ever
production-from
6.0pm on July 20 to

9.0 the following
mormning. News and
comment on the Moon
mission alternated
with David Frost's gala
variety show and
phone-insession.
Alastair Burnet
headedITN'steamin
the "“Moon studio”,
with comment from
TVTimes Science
Editor Peter Fairley.
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The Dustbinmen, Jack
Rosenthal’'s comedy
series about the

crew of adustcart
known as Thunderbird
Three, achieved the
unusual distinction of
reaching No. One
inthe JICTAR ratings
with each of its six
episodes. (Granada)

Three of the most
talented producers
and directors of

the BBC's Wednesday
Play series—Tony
Garnett, Kenith

Trodd and James
McTaggart-formed
their own company,
Kestrel Productions,
to make plays for
[TV.One of the most
successful was
Bangelstein’s Boys,
the story of a

rugby club’'s weekend
excursion. (LWT)
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Continuing the role
he had createdin
Gazette, Gerald
Harper starred as
Hadleigh, the
smooth Yorkshire
landowner who
was to become one
of the most
popular characters
onITV. (Yorkshire)

The Mind of Mr.]. G.
Reeder starred

Hugh BurdenasEdgar
Wallace's mild-
mannered detective
with an intuitive
understanding of the
criminal's devious
intellect. (Thames)




1969

Stars on Sunday was
the firstreligious
seriesto enter

the Top 20 viewing
figures. This was
achieved by mixing
actors and pop
stars, prelatesand
politicians in

lavish settings, to
sing, orread

verses from the
Bible. (Yorkshire)

Doctorinthe House
was another comedy
series which was to
receive popular
acclaim. Based on
Richard Gordon's
novels about young
medical men, it
developeditstheme
through 138episodes
and over more than
five years. LWT)
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The comedy sernes
Onthe Buses made
its debut, withReg
Varney asthe
genial bus driver.

A year later,
Sunreaders wereto
vote ittheir

“top series”. (LWT)

The Gold Robbers
was a skalfully made
drama series about
the detective

work carried out by
adedicated
policeman (played by
Peter Vaughan),
following a massive
bullion theft. (LWT)
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Instead of writing a
book, Lord Louis
Mountbatten chose to
present his memoirs
on ITV. The Life and
Times of Lord
Mountbatten, filmed
around the world,
won Producer Peter
Morley a Royal
Television Society
silver medal. AnSFTA.
award for best script
went to historian John
Terraine. (Thames)
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RodneyBewes

was co-writer,
co-producer and star
of Dear Mother
...Love Albert. This
comedy sernes
hinged on the lively
letters a young

man senthome to his
mother (Thames)

Special Branch

saw the debut of
anew-style

police investigator.
Derren Nesbitt
played Det-Chief
Insp.Jordanasa
fashionable dresser,
with floral shirts,
wide ties and flared
trousers. (Thames)



A new characterto
replace John Wilder,
the ruthless
businessman played
by Patrick Wymark
in The Power Game,
arrived with the
creation of David
Mainin The Main
Chance. John Stride
starred as the tough,
ambitious young
solicitor. (Yorkshire)

Eamonn Andrews
revived his
biographical show,
Thisis Your

Life, which he had
presented on

BBC Television from
1953 t01964.
Andrews' faith was
justified and it

was soon the most
popular show

1n Britain. (Thames)

The Investiture of
Prince Charles as
Prince of Wales was
aday of pageantry

at Caemarvon Castle
ITV's commentators
were Brian Connell
and Wynford Vaughan-
Thomas, and the
stirming tribute to Wales
wasread by

actor Richard Burton.




A gambling innovation
was the introduction
of The ITV Seven.
Viewers placed
accumulator bets
covering sevenraces
from two meetings
shown in World of
Sport. The advantage
was that punters were
eligible fora
proportion of their
winnings even if only
five or six consecutive
selections wor.

ITN set out to discover
the truth about Loch
Ness Monster stories
and mounted a big
expedition involving a
midget submarine
and echo sounders.
But the Monster failed
to appear before the
waifing cameras.
Ronnie Barker, who
appearedasa
doddering peer
named Lord Rustless
in Hark at Barker,

was the Variety

Club’s choice asITV
Personality of the
Year.ButTVTimes
readers voted Tom
Jones top of their poll.
Male of the Species,
atrilogy of plays

by Alun Owen, was
introduced by
Laurence Olivier and
starred Sean Connery,
Michael Caine and
Paul Scofield. An
unknown, Anna
Calder-Marshall, who
co-starredin all three,
won an Emmy award.
Royal Family, the
most human look yet
atthe Queenand her
family, was a 115-minute
documentary made
by ajoint BBC/ITV
consortium.




970

Sir Robert Fraser, Director General of the ITA since
its inception, and chief architect of ITV's federal
structure, retired at the age of 66. He said that the most
significant development of the past15 years had been
“the %r\cl)wth of TV as a medium of information along-
side TV as a medium of entertainment, which it was-
almost pure and simple-in 1955. Now it is theatre and
newspaper in one -a pregnant social change”

The events of the year, in which Edward Heath
became Premier, underlined Sir Robert's words. On
Budget Day, there was an explosion on board Apollo
13 as it journeyed towards the Moon. Alastair Burnet-
[TV's man for big occasions—fronted a combined
Budget and Apollo programme that continued until
4am when the astronauts were out of danger.

And ITN gained a world scoop with exclusive film of
the blowing up by Palestinian guerillas of three air-
liners they had hijacked to Jordan.

But [TV's profits dropped to their lowest level for
adecade, due largely to the increased costs of colour
transmissions and the fact that the companies
charged no premium for commercials in colour.

The longest, costliest
ITV drama seriesto
date was A Family at
War. Created by
JohnFinch, ittold the
story of a Liverpool
family at war within
itself and was setinthe
framework of World
War Two. (Granada)
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Manhunt, a serial
aboutatrench
Resistance girland
anRAF pilotonthe
run through occupied
France, featured
Alfred Liynch, Peter
Barkworth and
beautiful discovery
Cyd Hayman. (LWT)
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Phyllis Calvert, former
star of British films,
became a star of
television as Kate,a
magazine columnist
answerng readers
personal problems.
(Yorkshire)

The expertand
forthright views of
[TV's World Cup
panel-Bob McNab,
Pat Crerand, Derek
Dougan and Malcolm
Allison, encouraged
by presenters

Jimmy Hill and Brian
Moore-nvalled the
football itself. England
were eliminated in
the quarter finals.
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The Lovers,a comedy
series aboutan
attractive but
Ingenuous courting
couple-played by
Paula Wilcox and
Richard Beckinsale -
won a Writers' Guild
award for Geoffrey
Lancashire and Jack
Rosenthal. (Granada)

Crime of Passion, a
series of fictional
murder trials setina
French court, was the
creation of Lord

Ted Willis. (ATV)
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Romance among old
age pensioners
sounded an
unpromising subject
for comedy, butlrene
Handl and Wilfred
Pickles gave For the
Love of Adawide
appeal. (Thames)
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Adnan Cowell, an
independent
producer specialising
In programmes from
remote places, went
to the Amazon jungle
of Brazil to make

The Tribe That Hides
From Man, which won
aPrixItalia award,

and a silver medal
atthe Venice

Film Festival. (ATV)

Humphrey Burton
edited and presented
Aquarius, a major
new arts programme
which was shown

at first fortnightly,

later weekly. (LWT)
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SimonDee, oncea

disc jockey ona pirate
radio ship, became
host of an entertaining
new chat show. The
series was ended after
he quarrelled with
executives over
choice of guests. (LWT)

Alan Whickerroved
the world interviewing
arich variety of
subjects-ranging
from Francois (Papa
Doc) Duvalier, the
dictator of Haitj, to the
Bluebell dancers of
Paris. (Yorkshire)
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One of the answers to
aplea from the ITA for
more imaginative
series for children

was Catweazle, in
which an1lth century
magician found himself
transported to modem
England. (LWT)

Charlie Nairn and his
televisionteam lived
for five weeks among
South American
Indiansto ilm A
Clearing inthe Jungle
for an occasional
series, The
Disappearing

World. (Granada)
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Because all
scheduled flights in
and out of Jordan
had beencancelled,
[TN chartereda
120-seat airliner to
fly outexclusive film
of the destruction

of hijacked jetson
Dawson's Field. ITN)




In the six-part
documentary series
The Day Before
Yesterday, producer
Phillip Whitehead -
later to become a
Labour MP-
examined the period
1945101963 with the
help of people who
shaped the history of
those years.

Ronald Fraser starred
asBadgerinThe
Misfit, the comic
misadventures of an
Englishman who
returned from the
Colonies toa vastly
changed Britain. The
series won Roy Clarke
a Writers' Guild
award.

Coronation Street
reached its 1,000th
episode and received
the Sun newspaper’s
“top series” award.
Singer/actor Tommy
Steele was one of the
starsinTTV's

lively production of
Twelfth Night.




Chancellor of the Exchequer Anthony Barber eased
the credit squeeze in a July mini-Budget and the hire
purchase of colour television setsrocketed. Manufac-
turers could not meet the demand and had to ration
supplies to shops, where prices were now displayed
In decimal currency.

Within a year, a million new colour sets had been
licensed, 1n spite of a £l increase in licence fees-to
£7 for black and white and £12 for colour.

A £10 million reduction in the levy on ITV's advertising
Income also encouraged the televisionindustry. Some
other concermns had a less cheerful year: Rolls-Royce
and Upper Clyde Shipbuilders went into liquidation
and the Daily Sketch ceased publication.

There were troubles at London Weekend Television,
where financial problems had hindered the company
from fulfiling its original programme plans, and a
number of key executives resigned.

The troubles ended after newspaper owner Rupert
Murdoch took a financial stake in the company and
John Freeman, former British Ambassador to the U.S,
and a noted television broadcaster, was appointed
chairman and chief executive,

A saga that was torun
for five years and 68
episodes, Upstairs,
Downstairs began the
dramatic story of the
Bellamy family and
their servantsin

the Edwardian era.
The programme

was voted Best Drama
Series by the

Society of Film and
Television Arts. (LWT)
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Former pop singer
Adam Faith emerged
as an actor of charm

in Budgie, the story of
an unsuccessful crook
in seedy Soho. (LWT)
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A television team
accompanied Chris
Bonington on his
successful assault on
the previously
unscaled South Face
of Annapurnain

the Himalayas for
The Hardest

Way Up. (Thames)

Moving on from

the politics, diplomacy
and money of The
Power Game, Wilfred
Greatorex created
Hine, about the
manoeuvring and
money of aninter-
national arms

dealer, played by
Barrie Ingham. (ATV)

Persuasion was an
elegant, five-part
serles based onJane
Austen's posthumously
published novel
aboutlostlove

reborn. (Granada)
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The unusual casting
of American

Richard Chamberlain
—formerly television’s
Dr.Kildare —as Hamlet
attracted a wide
audience for this two-
hour Shakespearian
production. (ATV)

After three yearson
BBC Televisionin
Not InFront of the
Children, Wendy
Craigmoved to [TV
to play a similarly
scatterbrained role,
appearingasa
widow with two
childrenin

...And Mother Makes
Three. (Thames)
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America's Tony Curtis
and Britain's Roger
Moore were teamed in
The Persuaders,a
slick action series and
one of the shows

that helped ATV wina
third Queen’s Award
toIndustry for
overseas sales. (ATV)
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The Comedians used
six or eight stand-up
comics per show and
edited their gags into
asuccession of
non-stop laughs. The
programme’s new
approach made stars
of little known
comedians.(Granada)
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With the teaming of
stars as important as
the storyline in
situation comedy, Bless
This House created
awinning combination
~Sidney James and
Diana Coupland as
husband and wife, with
Sally Geeson and
Robin Stewart as their
children. (Thames)

The Fenn Street Gang,
sequelto Please Sir!
traced the adventures
of Form 5C’s pupils in
post-school life. (LWT)




Prince Philip launched
a wildlife preservation
campaign when he
introduced film from
Kenyain Now or
Never, in the Survival
series. (Anglia)

U

Lord Snowdon
directed his third film,
Born to be Small,
acompassionate
documentary about
“people of restricted

growth” (ATV)
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Man at the Top wasa
seriesreflecting the
permissiveness of
the time through

the amorous exploits
of John Braine's hero,
Joe Lampton (played
by Kenneth Haigh).
(Thames)




ITN celebrated 1,000
editions of News at
Ten, of which 632 had
featured in the Top
Twenty.

Prince Andrew and
Prince Edward
appeared with the
Queeninher
Christmas Day
television broadcast.
The campaign for
equal opportunities
for women received
support from Justice,
in which Margaret
Lockwood played
Hammet Peterson, a
tough-but attractive -
barrister, more thana
match for male
compettion.

A political thriller
series, The Guardians
presented a chilling
picture of a Britain in
which democracy had
beenreplaced by
quasi-military rule.




197%

Restrictions on television hours were swept away by
the Government following along campaign by ITV for
more time. Christopher Chataway, the former ITN
newscaster, made the announcement as Minister
of Posts and Telecommunications. ITV immediately
planned up to 20 extra hours of weekday television
to provide a total of 105 hours viewing a week. The
television day stretched tol5hours and breakfasttime
programmes were forecast. In the meantime, new
afternoon sernals aimed chiefly at women were intro-
duced and TN added alunchtime news bulletin. Tele-
vision news covered many big stories during the year.
Thirteen were shot dead in Londonderry when troops
ended anillegal march. Arab guerillas murdered two
members of the Israeli team in the Olympic village in
Munich; later, nine hostages were killed when the
terrorists were ambushed.

A state of emergency followed a strike by miners and
brought severe restrictions on the use of electricity.
The ITA became the Independent Broadcasting
Authority (IBA) when it also assumed responsibility for
proposed independent radio stations.

Country Matters,
based on short stories
by H.E.Bates and

A E.Coppard,
broughtnew stature to
the anthology drama
series; the Society

of Film and Television
Artsvoted it
“BestDrama Senes”.
(Granada)
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Viennese waltzes
played by the London
Symphony Orchestra
added an extra
dimension to The
Strauss Family, eight

plays celebrating the
19th century
composers. (ATV)

The endless search
for new television
detectivesledto Van
der Valk, with

Barry Foster asthe
Amsterdam
policeman of
Nicholas Freeling's
books. (Thames)
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My Good Woman,
an elegant comedy
series setin the
stockbroker belt,
teamed Sylvia Syms,
as a charity worker,
and Leslie Crowther
as her long-suffering
husband. (ATV)
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Black Beauty, Anna
Sewell's classic
story for children
abouta girland her
horse, provided the
basis for a drama
senes. (LWT)
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Capitalising on the
pogularity of
impressionists, Who
Do YouDo?featured
the best-known

in a senes of
fast-moving, half-hour
shows. (LWT)



Sale of the Century, a
new quiz show,
offered successful
contestants the
opportunity to acquire
expensive products
atspecial bargain
prices. (Anglia)

The camp humour of
Larry Grayson made
him the comic of the
year and Shut That
Door!-the title of his
series—a popular
catchphrase. (ATV)

Love Thy Neighbour
tackled the
controversial subject
of race relations with
shrewd but unbiased
good humour. It
denveditslaughs
from the relationship
between

black and white
couples. (Thames)
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The 24-part Arthur of
the Britons, with Oliver
Tobias playing him as
atribal warlord, was
claimed to be the
biggest production

undertaken by
one of[TV's smaller
companies. (HTV)
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To avoid irritating
viewerswithduplicate
coverage, ITV leftlive
transmission of the
Munich Olympics to
the BBC and included
nightly highlights in
news bulletins.

Adam Smith wasITV's
firstreligious drama
series made for
Sunday evening
viewing, and was
about a minister

in a Scottish country
town. (Granada)
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Robert Kee presented
First Report, the new
lunchtime news, with

a greater degree of
freedom than had
everbeengiventoa
newscaster. (ITN)

Allthose viewers—
and television
executives-who had
regretted the ending
of Emergency-Ward
10in1967 now
welcomed anew
serial, General
Hospital, for afternoon
viewing. (ATV)
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Another new afternoon
serial, made possible
by the de-restriction of
television hours,

was Emmerdale Farm,
a twice-weekly story
about a farming family
in the dales. (Yorkshire)
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Arow broke out when
the IBA suggested that
a Glyndebourne
production of Verdi's
opera Macbeth
should be screened at
Christmas; viewers
protested that they
wanted lighter fare.
Inthe event, the opera
was shown on
December 27 and
was watched by two
million-enough to
have filled Covent
Garden Opera House
daily for two years.
MP's again barred
television cameras
from the House of
Commons, this ime
by 26 votes.

Weekend World, a
Sunday newspaper of
the screenintroduced
by Peter Jay, made its
debut; it was highly
praised, although the
audience available at
llam on Sundays was
small. The programme

was subsequently
transmitted at 11.30am,
then became a
regular midday show.




1973

Viewers acclaimed The World at War, a massive
26-week production about World War Two, while a
ceasefire prevailed in Vietnam. But letter and fire
bombs exploded in London, British frigates fended
off gunboats In a battle over Iceland’s disputed
50-mile fishing limits, and trade unions defied the
rulings of the Industrial Relations Court.

Echoes of wartime were evoked by the issue of petrol
coupons to motorists in a fuel crisis that followed the
raising of oll prices by Middle East producers.

The wedding of the year was that of Princess Anne
and Capt. Mark Phillips, who gave television inter-
views two days before their marriage. The most
colourful legal battle of the year concemed Warhol,
an ITV programme against which Ross McWhirter
obtained an injunction on the grounds it constituted
an offence against good taste. This was later lifted by
the Court of Appeal, which ruled that censorship of
ITV programmes was the IBA's job.

A 50-strong team
spent nearly four
years preparing The
World at War.

A meticulously
researched history of
World War Two,

it won an Emmy
award for outstanding
documentary
treatment. (Thames)

188






1973

Laurence Olivier—
narrator of The World
at War—won an
Emmy award for his
performance
inEugene O'Neill's
tragic play, Long
Day’s Journey Into
Night, performed by
the onginal National
Theatre cast. (ATV)

Shabby Tiger was a
seven-part adaptation
of a Howard Spring
novel about a wild
Irish girl and herlove
for an artist. (Granada)
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[TV kept pace with
developments on the
POp music scene
with James Paul
McCartney, in which
the ex-Beatle
introduced his new
group, Wings. (ATV)

Itis comparatively
rare foraTV seriesto
be builtaround a
woman, but this
happened with Beryl’s
Lot, the story

of amiddle aged char,
played by Carmel
McSharry. (Yorkshire)

AnITVteam went
behind the Iron
Curtain to ilm Olga, a
profile of the 17-year-
old Russian gymnast
Olga Korbut, whose
grace and charm won
hearts atthe 1972
Olympics. (Granada)
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[TV devoted nearly six
hours to the wedding
of Princess Anne and

Capt. Mark Phillips.
Twenty-eight camera
crews and eight
commentators
covered the glittering
occasion, with Andrew
Gardner descnibing
the scenelivein
Westminster Abbey:
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Richard Burton and
Elizabeth Taylor-
members of the
consortium that setup
HTVinl1967 -starred
in Divorce His:
Divorce Hers, a two-
part drama screened
before their marriage
hit rouble. HTV)

The fight of the year
and exclusive to ITV-
European Heavy-
weight Champion
Joe Bugner was
beaten on points over
12rounds by
Muhammad AliinLas
Vegas. (Independent
Television

Sport Production)




The Brontes
ofHaworth was a
dramatic evocation

of the lives of the
remarkable, novel-
writing Bronte sisters -
Anne, Emily and
Charlotte —-and their
family. (Yorkshire)

Russell Harty was host
ofa controversial chat
show and won a Pye
award as Outstanding
New MaleTV
Personality. Alan
Browning, Pat Phoenix
and David Bailey
joined him on

this occasion. (LWT)
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In The Stanley
Baxter Big Picture
Show, Baxter's
superbly accurate
Impersonations were
superimposed on
spectacular settings.
Hewonthe SETA.
award for Best Light
Entertainment
Programme. (LWT)

A new element was
brought to television
sport with Indoor
League. Introduced
by former England
fastbowler Fred
Trueman, it featured
darts, table skittles,
shove ha'penny

and American pool
(Yorkshire)

195




Sam, a new work by
John Finch, creator of
A Family at War,
concermed a boy
growing up inthe
impoverished Thirties
and was animmediate
success. (Granada)

The Death of Adolf
Hitler, one of many
plays and ilms in1973
about the Fuehrer,
gave Frank Finlay the
opportunity for a
memorably ranting
performance. (LWT)
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Jonathan Dimbleby's
This Week report

from Ethiopialedto
£1,500,000 being
raised in Britain for
famine relief, and won
him an award named
after his father, Richard
Dimbleby. (Thames)

Helen-A Woman of
Today was a natural
successor to A Man
Of Our Times.

Helen was played by
AlisonFiskeinaseries
that commented on
contemporary morals
and marriage. (LWT)



ORACLE, the IBA's
system for printing out
the latestnews and
other informationona
domestic TV set, was
demonstrated for the
first time.

London Broadcasting,
Britain's first
independentradio
station, went on the
air on October 8.1t was
followed by Capital
on October 16, and
Radio Clyde atthe
end of the year.

Kung Fubecame a
craze with the showing
in some regions of the
Hollywood series
starring David
Carradine asthe
inscrutable, high-
Kicking monk, Caine.
Veteran comic Jimmy
Jewel turned actor for
Spring and Autumn, a
poignant comedy
series aboutthe
relationship between
young and old.
Hunter’s Walk, a
police series setinthe
East Midlands,
achieved a high

| degree of realism by
concentrating mainly
on the solving of small
time crime.
Meanwhile, a new
series of Special

| Branchintroduced
new detectives,
played by George
Sewell and Patrick
Mower, and was
filmed onlocation.
Transmission

of Warhol, the David
Bailey documentary
about the pop artist
Andy Warhol, was
delayed by a court
action. Butit was
eventually showntoa
large audience, most
of whom found it

| boring rather than
offensive, according
toan IBA survey.
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The television year beglan with a 10.30pm curfew,
which was imposed by the Government-along with
a three-day working week-following industrial
action by miners, power engineers and train drivers.
The curfew ended after a General Election in
February. Although this produced no overall majority
in Parliament, Edward Heath yielded No. 10 to Harold
Wilson and, in a November election, Labour won an
overall majority.

The setting up by the new Govermment of the Com-
mittee on the Future of Broadcasting, under Lord
Annan, left television’s long-term future unpredict-
able. However, the immediate life of the ITV
companies (due for a review of contracts in 1976)
was extended by a further three years.

When Twrkish paratroopers invaded Cyprus, ITN's
Michael Nicholson gained a world scoop by being on
the spot to interview them. Princess Anne escaped
a kidnap attempt. President Nixon resigned in the
aftermath of the Watergate scandal.

Churchill Centenary
Year was marked by a
distinguished drama
seriesin which Lee
Remick played

the dazzling Jennie,
Lady Randolph
Churchill. (Thames)

198







The Royal
Shakespeare
Company's two-and-a
half-hour production
of Antony and
Cleopatra, with
Richard Johnson and
Janet Suzman,

was voted Best Play
ofthe Year by the
Society of Film and
Television Arts.

Intimate Strangers
was another dramatic
examination of
middle class marriage
and morality from
Richard Bates,
producer of A Man Of
Our Times and
Helen-A Woman of
Today. (LWT)
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My Old Man
featured Clive Dunn
(born]Jan. 9,1922)
inthe type of role
which made him
popular. (Yorkshire)



Dick Clement and
Ian La Frenais were
the most acclaimed

comedy scriptwriters
of the year.In their
Thick as Thieves,
BobHoskinswasa
released prisoner
who found his wife
(Pat Ashton) sharing
the home with

his friend, played

by John Thaw. (LWT)

The Inheritors, a
drama series on the
topical theme of an
ancient family estate
being broken-up,
starred Peter Egan
and Robert

Urquhart (HTV)
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InNapoleon and
Love, amajor
historical drama
sernes by Philip
Mackie, lan Holm
played the Emperor
and Billie Whitelaw
wasJosephine.
(Thames)




Setin the 19th century,
Boy Dominic-a
“family serial” for
Sunday afternoons -
followed the
adventures ofa
12-year-old seeking
his shipwrecked
father. (Yorkshire)

Kenneth More
justified his surprise
casting as

G K. Chesterton’s
Father Brown. Angela
Douglas (Mrs. More)
alsoappearedinthe
series. (ATV)
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Norman Wisdom
returned for his
second ITV comedy
series, A Little Bit of
Wisdom. (ATV)

John Mills and Lilli
Palmer were among
the international stars
inThe Zoo Gang,
Paul Gallico's stories
about French
Resistance workers
after the war. (ATV)
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South Riding, based
on Winifred Holtby's
1936 novel, was voted
the Society of Film
and Television Arts’
Best Drama Series.
Dorothy Tutin

starred. (Yorkshire)




Sunley’s Daughter
traced the hardships
endured byJoe Sunley
and his daughter on
their Yorkshire Moors
farm, where they bred
the much sought after
Cleveland Bay
horses. (Yorkshire)

A new scriptwriting
team was acclaimed
when playwrights
Julia Jones and Donald
Churchill joined
forcesto create

Moody and Pegg, with
Judy Comwell and
o Derek Waring inthe

' | A5 title roles. (Thames)




Richard Beckinsale as
student lodger,
Leonard Rossiter as
grasping landlord, in
the comedy

series Rising Damp.
(Yorkshire)

The contemporary
popularty of working
men's clubs was
reflected by one
specially created for
television,
Wheeltappers

and Shunters Social
Club. (Granada)

Following The Julie
AndrewsHour, a
series which won
seven Emmy Awards
and the Silver Rose of
Montreuxinl973,she
starred in five one-
hour spectaculars,
including Julie on
Sesame Street. (ATV)




For [TN's General
Election coverage, a
machine used for
planning knitting
patterns was coupled
to the programme’s
computer. It printed
out results and
forecastsininstant
diagrams.
“Openaccess”
programimnes,
providing television
time for organisations
and pressure groups
to present their views,
were introduced In
many regions.

The Prison, screened
as the first Armchair
Cinema presentation,
was among Britain's
earliest 90-minute,
made-for-television
films.

Peter Jay, of Weekend
World, was the Royal
Television Society’s
Personality of the Year.
John Pilger introduced
his own current affairs
series during
Weekend World’s
summer break.
Video cassette
recorders became
available forhome
use. Prized status
symbols, at more than
£400they were £100
dearer than a colour
set.

The House of
Commons again
barred television
cameras—this ime by
25votes.




It was Edward the Seventh's year. This distinguished
13-part series was a glorious success; in part, perhaps,
because of the contrast between its elegant portrayal
of a bygone era and the violence of 1975.

South Vietnam fell to the Vietcong, Irish bombs ex-
ploded in London's West End, and 41 people died in
London Underground’s worst crash. Dissension about

the Common Marketled to Britain's first national refer- |

endum. There was rampaging inflation, and television
licences were among the items that became dearer—
£18 for colour and £8 for black and white. Meanwhile,
ITV companies, which do not benefit from licence
revenue, complained about rising costs.

Mrs. Thatcher became leader of the Conservative
party and Lady Plowden Chairman of the IBA. With
Sir Michael Swann already at the BBC, both networks
were now headed by educationists.

Proceedings in the Commons were broadcast live
by radio in a month-long experiment, but television
cameras were again barred, by 12 votes.

Timothy West was
crowned Edward the
Seventhin a series
that won critical
acclaim, topped the
ratings and was voted
Best Drama Series of
1975 by the British
Academy of Filmand
Telewvision Arts. (ATV)
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Celebrity Squares,

an Anglicised version
of atop American
quiz show in which
contestants decided
whether guest
celebritieshad
answered questions
correctly. (ATV)

My Brother’s Keeper
took a humorous look
atthe controversial
subject of law and
order, with George
Layton as a policeman,
Jonathan Lynn as his
wastrel twin.(Granada)

4

Joy Adamson’s story of
how she reared the
lioness Elsa-subject
of two British films -
was the basis for Bom
Free,an American
series filmedinKenya.




The Sweeney, a filmed

crime series, setnew
standards for realistic
fights, dramatic car
chases and crackling
dialogue. John Thaw
starred as Det-Insp.
JackRegan. (Thames)

AdaptedfromA.].
Cronin's best-selling
novel of the Thirties,
The StarsLook Down
was the story of a north
eastern mining
community during the
early years of this
century. (Granada)

Nutritionist Dr. Magnus
Pyke (65), became an
unlikely TV starasa
resident expertinthe
popular science show,
Don’t Ask Me, which
wasregularly in the
Top Twenty. (Yorkshire)
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A bold documentary
venture, The Naked
Civil Servant was
the dramatised story
of the flamboyant
homosexual Quentin
Cnsp, played by
John Hurt. The role
wonhimaBAFTA.
award as best actor
of the year. (Thames)
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Akenfield, Peter Hall's
sensitive film abouta
Suffolk village, made
history by being shown
simultaneously in the
cinemaand onITV.It
was part-inanced

by Lendon Weekend.

Hollywood's
Ann-Margret sang
and dancedin alavish
musical, Ann-Margret
Olsson, one of [TV’s
shows with a

ready marketin other
countries (ATV)

Gerry and Sylvia
Anderson employed
their special effects
experience, gained on
puppet series such as
Thunderbirds, to
produce Space 1999, a
lunar epic. (ATV)
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Carry On Laughing,
television version of
the cinema’s

bold, box-office
romps. (ATV)
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A thnller serial-a A PlaceInEurope

comparative rarity showed famous
among TV series— houses and palaces
The Hanged Man where families still
starred Colin Blakely live-including
as a tough Fontainebleauin

construction company France. (Thames)
boss. (Yorkshire)
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Jane Austen and Her
World, a tribute to the
author of Emma on the
200th anniversary of
her birth. (Southern)

Derek Farr starred in
Nightingale’s Boys,

a seven-part story
about an elderly
teacher who set out
to discover what

had become of the
pupils from his class
0f1949. (Granada)

The boom in nostalgia
inspired Get Some In,

a comedy series

about RAF National
Servicemenin the
Fifties, with Tony Selby
asa corporal. (Thames)
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Graham Greene
allowed his work to be
televised for the first
time in Shades of
Greene.Donald
Pleasence,JohnLe
Mesurner and Bill
Fraser starred in this
one, The Root

of All Evil. (Thames)

Comedian-turmed-
actor Bill Maynard
played a widower with
aroving eyeinthe
comedy series, The
Life of Riley. (Granada)

Ascomedies became
more realistic,
Rosemary Leach and
Bemard Hepton
starred asa couple
frustrated by dull
routine in a new
domestic series,
Sadie, It's Cold
Outside. (Thames)




The documentary
Johnny Go Home
created nationwide
concern with its
revelation of what can
happen to youngsters
attracted by the lights
of London. It was
judged Best Factual
Programme of 1975 by
B.AFTA. (Yorkshire)

Dr. No, first of six James
Bond (Sean Connery)
films acquired by ITV,
caused a new wave of
007 fever with its small-
screen showling.
Discussions began
about the need for
extra ime on
television for
interpreting the news
and setting itin a wider
context.

National Theatre
Director Peter Hall
became presenter of
the arts magazine
Aquarius.

In a year designated
as International
Women's Year, when a
woman became IBA
chairman, Margery
Baker wrote and
produced A Place In
Europe; Andrea
Wonfor produced

The First Train Now
Arriving, a
documentary on the
birth of railways; Jean
Marsh was named the
Variety Club'sITV
personality for her part
in creating, and
performancein,
Upstairs, Downstairs;
ITN's Diana Edwards-
Jonesreceived an
award for her direction
of the 1974 General
Election programmes,
and the first products
of Verity Lambert's
1974 appointment as
Thames Television's
Controller of Drama
reached the screen.
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ITV approached its 2lst Anniversary with a wider
range than ever before, offering more news, current
affairs, documentary, arts, religious and educational
programmes. And it was still the most popular chan-
nel with the majority of viewers.

But the year was overshadowed by the uncertainty
of “waiting for Annan”-the report of Lord Annan’s
Committee on the Future of Broadcasting,

Its recommendations are due to be considered by
the Govemment in deciding on any changes in the
structure of Bntish television, including the allocation
of the fourth channel ITV argued that it needed this
channel to enable itto compete with the BBC.

“A frustrating ime,’ was how Lady Plowden, Chair-
man of the IBA, described this period.

Meanwhile, Harold Wilson handed over the Premier-
ship to James Callaghan; Concorde entered regular
service; and the sale of colour TV sets, which had
slumped after the imposition of a 25 per cent VAT
rate 1n 1975, was given new encouragement when
Chancellor Denis Healey slashed the rate by half.

Luke’sKingdom was
an "Australian
Western” series about
Bntish settlers

in New South Wales
during the days

of covered wagons.
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The Intermational
Pop Proms were
devised by John Hamp,
Head of Light
Entertainment, to do
for pop music

what the Albert Hall
Promshave done

for the Classics. A
50-strong orchestra
in the King's Hall,
Manchester, backed
international stars
before an audience
of 4,000. (Granada)

Life among the “never
had itso good”
working class was the
theme of the

comedy series Yus My
Dear, with Arthur
Mullard as a council
house-dwelling
bricklayer, Queenie
Watts as his
demanding wife. (LWT)
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New star Marti Caine,
azany comedienne
discovered onthe New
Facestalent show,

won her own senies,
Another Drop

of Marti Caine. (ATV)

Jack Parnell and his
Orchestra have
provided the backing
music for many

of ITV's spectacular
shows. But with

the current nostalgia
for the sounds

of the Forties, they
took the limelightin
The Jack Parnell

Big Band Show. (ATV)

Hughie Green, who
has presented talent
showsonITV since
1956, proved his own
versatility by
impersonating eight
charactersin
Hughie’s Full House.
Here he joins the
minstrels. (Thames)
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Clayhanger was a 26-
part serial based

on Amold Bennett's
trilogy of novels

about family life in

the Staffordshire
Potteries during the
latter part of

the 19th century. Peter
McEnery and Janet
Suzman headed the
cast of over100. (ATV)
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Destination America,
adocumentaryin
eight parts, told the
story of Europeans
who have emigrated
to the New World
inthe past150 years
and helped to shape
its character

and destiny. (Thames)
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1976

The Fortune Hunters,
adapted from a

West End of London
stage production,
starred Robert Morley
asajudge who had
todecideona
disputed will. (Anglia)

Rock Follies, whose
style was adapted
from the Hollywood
musicals of the
Thirties, followed
three girlrock
singers in their
determined bid for
stardom. (Thames)
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The Fosters was the
first British

situation comedy in
which all the

main characters were
black. The senes
looked at the way

a WestIndian

family coped with
the pressures of

life in London. (LWT)

Red Letter Day took
turning pointsin

its subjects'lives
asacommontheme.
InJack Rosenthal's
Ready when youare,
Mr. McGill, a ilm
exfrawas given

his first speaking
role. (Granada)




1976

Richard Carpenter,
creator of Catweazle,
continued to place
figures from the past
Inmodern contexts
with The Ghosts of
Motley Hall, a

series for children
in which five
historical spectres
haunted a house
together. (Cranada)

The Feathered Serpent
was an adventure
series for children
setinthe Mexico

of the Toltecsin 750
AD.(Thames)
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Following their
successful serieson
BBC Radio, John
Junkin, Tim Brooke-
Taylor and Barry
Cryer transferred
the quickfire
comedy show, Hello
Cheeky, totele-
vision. (Yorkshire)

Alavish production
of]. M. Barmie's

Peter Pan starred the
elfin Mia Farrow

as Peter and Danny
Kaye asalively
Captain Hook. (ATV)




Andrea Newman
adapted hernovel,
Bouquet of

Barbed Wire, for a
TV senes.Itwas

the story ofaman's
obsessive love for
his daughter-with
Frank Finlay and
Susan Penhaligonin
the mainroles-

and audiences called
fora sequel. (LWT)

The murder of Kenneth
Lennon, who tipped-off
the Special Branch
aboutIRA activities
inEngland, was
reconstructed in the
docurnentary, Death

of an Informer. (ATV)
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Ateam of climbers
turned cameramen for
Matterhom, the
firstilmed record

of an attempton

the North Face. (HTV)



Brian Young, Director
General of the IBA
since 1970, was
knighted, and Sir Lew
Cradereceived alife
peerage.

ITV mourned the
death of two of its most
popular stars—Angela
Baddeley, who played
Mrs. Bridgesin
Upstairs, Downstairs,
and Sidney James, of
Bless This House.
PatPhoenix, the
popular Elsie Tanner
in Coronation Street,
returned to the

serial after three
years on the stage.
Alastair Burnet, for
many years ITV's front
man for big occasions,
resigned the
editorship of the Daily
Express—-a position
he had held since
1974-and returned
tothe ITN team.
Joanna Lumley was
chosen to be Patrick
Macnee's co-star
inanew series of

The Avengers.

The Prince of Wales
introduced Prince
Charlesand
Canterbury Cathedral
toaid anappeal
forrestoration funds.
Hughie Green
presented his 400th.
Opportunity Knocks!
Those Wonderful

TV Times was a quiz
show about
programmes and
playersinthe

2lyears of [TV,




THE ARTS




Television's arts programmes attract
audiences which are small compared
with those for light entertainment shows.
But even a minority audience is large on
television, and arts programmes are
regularly watched by 2,000,000.

These large audiences are now pre-
pared to enjoy operas and ballets on
television although they might never
travel to a live performance.

This is true in the regions and nationally.
A Scottish Television production of
Mahler's Eighth Symphony by the Scot-
tish National Orchestra, in 1974, witnes-
sed by 400,000 in the central Scottish
region, compared with the 2,000 who
could be seated in the hall in Glasgow.
[TV programmes have ranged from
literature to music, painting to sculpture,
and covered festivals from Edinburgh to
Glyndebourne.ITV supports the artsand
has made grants totalling £2,250,000
to regional associations and festivals.

Rudolf Nureyev and
Nadia Nerina danced
aRussian pas-de-
deux, Laurencia, in

A GoldenHour, a
90-minute programme
from the Royal

Opera House, Covent
Garden,in1964. (ATV)
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THE ARTS

Leonide Massine’s
miracle play, Laudes
Evangelii, was

shown on Good Friday,
1961. (Associated-
Rediffusion)
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Alsoincludedin A
Golden Hourin 1964
was an excerpt from
Tosca by Maria Callas
and Tito Gobbi. (ATV)




Elkan Allan's Freedom presented Offenbach’s
Road examinednegro opera Orpheusinthe
problems in music and Underworld. (Granada)
song (Associlated-

Rediffusion). Sadler's

Wells Opera Company




THE ARTS
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A production of
Mozart's opera, The
Marriage of Figaro,
from Glyndebourne,
was seen by 3,000,000
In1973. (Southern)
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Sir Geraint Evans,

a founder of Harlech
TV, was the star

of Geraint Evansin
Covent Garden, shown
in1968. (Harlech)
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THE ARTS
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Artur Rubinstein gave
afarewellrecital

of Saint-Saens' Piano
ConcertoNo. 2

in al976 edition of
Aquarius. (LWT)
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Photographer David
Bailey's controversial
programme, Warhol -
about pop artist Andy
Warhol -gained high
viewing figures. (ATV)



Leonard Bernstein was
the conductor for

a 1971 performance of
The Verdi Requiem, by
The London Symphony
Orchestra. (LWT)
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[TV was only available in certain areas
when the first pop music craze-rock n
roll and skiffle - swept Britain This made
little impact on television, which was
geared to family entertainment.
But when the Beatles launched the
second great pop music explosion in
1963, virtually every home had a record
player and a television set. And teen-
agers had achieved great spending
ower, which made them a prime target
or television advertisers.
Pop shows multiplied, and designers
and directors outbid each other in the
extravagance of their invention, using
studio mist, split and multiple images,
zooming and jerkin%l cameras, with
artists miming to their hit records.
But as the presentation grew more
frenetic and teenagers favoured wilder
sounds and increasingly outlandish
appearances, older people were
alienated and pop faded from television.
Then, in the mid-Seventies<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>